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PRETFACE.

THE length of time that has elapsed since
the appearance of the work to which this
bears so close a relation, has arisen out of
the delays and difficulties experienced by
the author in collecting materials; few of
which were in his possession, when he promised
the public to extend his labors, beyond the
naval, to the military, occurrences of the
late American war.

Immediately on the publication of his former
volume, he transmitted copies to some of the
principal reviewers in the United Statess
hoping te have it in his power, through
the medium of the present work, to correct
any mistatements that he may have made,
upon a topic so interesting to the two nations.
Beyond one or two newspaper paragraphs,

first misnaming, and then calumniating, the
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author, nothing of the kind has yet reached
him. He has, however, been favored with
the sight of an American periodical work,
entitled,—¢ Analectic Magazine and Naval
Chronicle;’ which contains, among its pages,
some very copious remarks upon an article
in the British ¢ Naval Chronicle,” headed—
¢ SYNOPSIS OF NAVAL ACTIONS BETWEEN THE SHIPS
oF H1s BRITANNIC MAJESTY AND OF THE UNITED

STATEs, DURING THE LATE WARj BY A BriTisH

NAVAL OFFICER ON THE AMERICAN STATION?’
the latter consisting of exfracts from a series
of letters, signed ¢ Boxer,” forwarded by the
author, (but who had neither designated him-
self as, nor can claim the honor to be, ¢a
British naval officer,’) from Halifax, Nova
Scotia 3 and becoming, afterwards, the ground-
work of the author’s pamphlet in Halifax,*
and subsequent volume in this country,

As the present is a military work, the
author, after bestowing a passing glance

of admiration upon the flashy vignette of

* ¢ An Inquiry, &e.’
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gamboling dolphins, tridents, wreaths of laurel,
&ec. displayed, as if in ferrorem, at the com-
mencement of every fresh quotation from the
¢ Synopsis,” will digress no further, than till he
has exposed some half a dozen of the American
reviewer’s mis-statements 3 thence submitting,
as a fair inference, what degree of credit is
due to the remainder of that gentleman’s

assertions,
Not being a ¢ naval officer,’ the author

could have no esprit de corps to bias his
judgment. All inuendoes on that head, and
pretty numerous they are, may therefore be
blotted out of the piece. The same fate, for
(as one may suppose) the same reason, must
attend the commencing charge, that the ¢ pro-
duction came abroad under the sanction of
the admiralty.’*

Any railing at the author’s ¢ affected arith-
metical precision’f can but create a smile,
when the American reviewer is compelled,

# Analectic Mag. and Naval Chronicle, Vol VII. p. 295.
+ Thid. 302.
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for lack of argument, to ¢ pass by the ecy-
phering business,’* It is that ¢ cyphering
business,” that ¢debtor and creditor accounty |
in the naval warfare between the two coun-
tries, that is fast withering the laurels, with
which one of them has, of late, so strutted
in caricalura. ’

Who it is that ¢ weighs balls with the most
minute precision,™’ let American naval officers
and American naval histories tell.§

The author, although he is no ¢ naval officer,’
would be ashamed to be convicted of having
stated, that the loss of a ship’s ¢ jib-boom’ is

equal, in point of importance, to the loss of a

brig’s ¢ main-yard.’|| But, in truth, was the

Wasp without her jib-boom ?  If so, as she car-
ried it away three days before the action,q her

officers and crew must have been very negligent

* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. 307.

+ Ibid. 302. T Ibid. p. 304.

§ Naval History of the United States, Vol. I, p. 179—
American Naval Monument, p. 141. 181.—James’s Naval
Occurrences, p. 10. 124. 365.

| Analectic Mag. and Naval Chron. Vol. VII. p. s8s.

€ Naval Monument, p. 13.
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in not having rigged a fresh onej and ¢M.
Corné,’ the Boston painter, and his employer,
¢ A. Bowen,’ the Boston engraver, are charge-
able with unpardonable inaccuracy, for having
given to the Wasp, in their representation of
the Frolic’s capture,* a ¢ jib-boom,” and no
short one either. After stating that the Wasp’s
crew ¢ consisted, in reality, of only 110,} the
writer does not proceed far in his ¢ magazine of
wonders,” before he introduces the following
paragraph: ¢ They (the American captain and
one of his officers) testified, on oath, that the
whole number of persons on board the Wasp,
previous to the action, was 1373 §—actually
within one of the author’s statement.§|

In the very teeth of American official
papers,| does this American writer allege,

that ¢ no complaint’ was made, ¢ when several

# Naval Monument, p. 13.

+ Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chronicle, Vol. VIL p. 387.
1 Ib. 382. § Ib. 487.

€] James’s Naval Occurrences, p. 152.

|| Nav. Monument, p. 63.—James’s Nav. Occurr. p. 223.
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of the crew of the Chesapeake were Kkilled,
by firing down the gangway.’*

To the ¢ fabulous account,” that the vessel
said to have declined engaging the President
off Sandy Hook, was not ¢a small frigate,’
the Loire,4 but the ¢ Plantaganet 74,” nothing
was wanted but ¢ the trial of her commanding
officer.’f This trial our ¢ candid’.reviewer
is ¢authorized to affirm’ took place at Ber-
muda. By way of corroborating, what must
appear to all but him and his party as, an
¢ absurd and ridiculous story,’ he brings to his
aid—¢ the express admission of an officer of
marines, then in the squadron cruizing off
New York, and now a consul in one of
our ports.”X Who can this be but lieutenant
Patrick Savage, at that time of the Narcissus
frigate, and now, or lately, consul at N orfolk,

It is to be hoped that the staté-

Virginia?
ment will meet his eye, if only to afford
* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. 388.

+ James’s Naval Occurrences, p. 324,
1 Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol VilI, p. 1306.



PRETACE. XVil

him an opportunity of doing justice to his
brother-officers late of the Plantaganet.

After, in several instances, flatly contradict=
ing his own official accounts, the American
reviewer puts Furopean gravity to the test, by
declaring, first, that his government made war
“in defence of the universal rights of man,’*
and next, that the ¢ modest,” or; as recently
and more truly styled, ¢ arrogant,” commodore
Perry, when he filched the commencing words
of Nelson’s letter, | ¢ was paying his lordship
a high compliment.’{

Had the writer in the American ¢ Naval
Chronicle’ employed less ¢ acrimony,” and
more research, in his calling, he might have
received the author’s thanks for pointing out
several real ¢inaccuracies, particularly as to
the size and armaments of the American ships.
But these ¢ inaccuracies,” along with the hated

¢ cyphering business,” he has let ¢ pass by,’ to

* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. vol. VIII. p. 185.
¥+ Ih. 145.
T James’s Nav. Occurr. p. 294.

NoL. 1. b
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be rectified by the author himself, in his two
‘works, that followed, in quick succession, that
little hastily-drawn sketch, which, the Ameri-
cari reviewer, not having seen those works, is
pleased to say, ¢ appears to contain all that has
hitherto been urged, as well as every thing that
can be urged, in extenuation of the numerous
disasters of England during the last war3™ but,
as he more truly than consistently adds, ¢ which
is in reality an indifferent production.’- If so,
therefores and if the ¢ production’ teems with
¢ admissions,” such as ¢ British officers’ ought
to ¢feel mortified at,” why is the American
reviewer, in his ¢ candid’ examination of it, so
extremely irritable? Even his own country-
men, the ¢ gentle’ readers for whose entertain-
ment he has labored and sweated so much, will
attribute his anger to the dilemma into which
he is placed, by the ¢novel’ way of ¢ weighing
and measuring, by the pound and by the

foot,’} ¢ battles’ that have turned out so

* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p.289.
% Ib.p.295. ¥ Ib. Vol. VIL p. 307.
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lucrative to the American pressy in general,
and to the American ¢ Naval Chronicle,’ in
particular,

What language contained in the ¢ Synopsis,’
written when the two countries were at war,
equals, in falsehood, absurdity, or intended
¢ severity,” the assertion, made while the two
countries are at peace, that * American officers
are more brave than their rivals’ ¢ *

How much moderation, ¢ candour,” and
discernment, the writer of the American review
can bring into discussion, when his country
is a party, may be gathered from his com-
paring,—without meaning it in irony,~¢the
battle of New Orleans,” with ©the battles of
Cressy and Agincourt.’-}-

This sudden change from naval to military
warfare recalls the author’s attention to the
subject immediately before him. The first
point he would press upon the reader’sattention
is, that the system of tactics adapted to the

* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. 306.

+ 1b. p. 294.

b2
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cultivated plains of Europe cannot be practised
amidst the wild regions of America, Woods,
precipices, creeks, all‘ld morasses, are tra-
versed with ease by native troops, while a
body of the best disciplined foreigners is
either opposed in its advance by insurmount-
able obstacles, or led into an ambush, where
the more ardent the courage, the greater is
the slaughter, the more certain the defeat.
The British soldier can seldom trace his
acquaintance with fire-arms beyond the day
of his enlistment3 but the American soldier
has been accustomed, from his infancy, to
the free use of the most destructive of all
fire-arms, the rifle. No laws have interfered
to restrain him from amusing his faney, or
furnishing his table, with the game that so
abundantly surrounds his home; and the
daily toils of the huntsman, while they have
fitted his body for enduring, without fatigue,
the longest marches, have familiarized him to
the intricacies of his native forests. Where

bush-fighting can be practised, he is truly
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formidable: an open country, and a- struggle
with the bayonet, he alike avoids, as the
bane of his hopes. |

Nearly the whole of the military contests
treated of in these volumes were carried on
amidst the thinly inhabited, and, of course, but
slightly cultivated, parts of North-America.
The reader whose mind is filled with the
justly celebrated fame of British troops must,
therefore, be careful how he forms an opinion
upon the merits of the combatants. He
should recollect, that the American troops
fought their battles upon their own ground ; and
obtained, in consequence, a decided local supe-
riority over the British sent out against them.
Viewed thus, it cannot be objected, if all
estimates of relative force between British and
American troops, other than where batteries
are concerned, be founded upon the principle
of—not a presumed inequality of powers,
but—man for man, or unit for unit,

The historian may describe, in the most im-

passioned language, the meeting of two armies,
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their furious onset, and long and bloody con-
flict; how this side fled and that pursued 3 yet,
if he fail to impress upon the reader’s mind
a clear conception of the quantum of force
which each party brought into the field, he
shall employ his labors to very little purpose.
Of the many printed narratives of battles, by
far the greateﬁ number are deficient in this
important particular. With due acknowledge-
ment to the American reviewer for the hint,
the author produces, as a prominent example,
the celebrated battle of Azincour. Hume gives
no figures, but states that the ¢ enemy was four
times more numerous.’* ¢ Monstrelet says
six times.’ - ¢ P. Daniel says three times.’
Different French writers make their own force
€ 100000 3> € 1400003 ¢ 150000, the third
part horse s’ ¢ 150000 ‘horse.”’+ Other histo-
rians say, that ¢ the French amounted to
150000, and the English but to 9000 3’4 which
is nearly 17, instead of ¢ six,’ ¢ four,’ or even

* Hume, Vol. 111 p. 100.
T Rapin (folio edit.) Vol. L p. 512.
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¢ three,’ to one,—of all, the most probable
proportion.

In detailing the operations of the British
and American armies, a clear and satisfactory
account of the force engaged will, next to the
immediate result of the battle, form the most
important object. As the fairest means of
ascertaining this, each party will be consi-
dered as unquestionable authority for the
amount of his own numbers; unless an evident
contradiction, or attempt to deceive, discovers
itself, In that case, reliance will be placed
upon the positive assertions of the opposite
party.

A British official account of every military
‘action has appeared in the Gazette; and
copies of the whole, 2s well as of such Ameri-
can official accounts as have been published,
or could be procured, are given in the Appen=-
dix, 'The deficiency on the American side is
compensated by the ample details, and, upon

some points, apparently authentic information,
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contained in three very . recent American
publications on the events of the late war,
As these works are rarely to be met with
in  this country, and will be frequently
quoted in the progress of our enquiries, the
reader is here presented with their respective

title-pages :

¢ Historical Sketches of the late War between the
- United States and Great Britain ; blended with Anecdotes
illustrative of the individual bravery of the American
Sailors, Soldiers, and Citizens, embellished with Portraits
of distinguished Naval and Military Officers ; and accom-
panied by Views of several Sieges and Engagements. By
John''Lewis Thomson. Third Edition. = Philadelphia :
published by Thomas Desilver ; 1816.’

¢ An Impartial and Correct History of the War between
the United States of America and Great Britain; com
prising a particular Detail of* the Naval and Military
Operations, and a faithful Record of the Events produced
during the Contest, from its Commencement, June 18,
1812, to the Treaty of Peace, ratified at the City of
Washigton, February 17, 1815. By 'T. O’Conner,
Fourth Edition, revised and corrected. Carefully compiled
from Official Documents. New York: printed and
published by John Low, No. 62, Vesey Street, 1817.” ,

¢ History of the United States, from their first Settle-
ment as English Colonies, in 1607, to the Year 1808,
or the Twenty-Third of their Sovereignty and Tndepen-
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dence. By David Ramsay, M.D. Continued to the
Treaty of Ghent, by S. S. Smith, D.D. and LL.D. and
other Literary Gentlemen; in Three Volumes. (8vo.)
Philadelphia ; published by M. Carey, 1817.

The first of these books is dedicated ¢to the
Honorable James Munroe, secretary of state
of the United States;’ and the third edition
was published a very short time before the
writer’'s patron attained the honors of the
president’s chair. This work, therefore, may
be regarded as a demi-official performance;
and, in some cases, especially where the
American official letters have not been
obtained, or prove deficient in particulars,
Mr. Thomson’s very minute details may be
profitably employed.

The ¢ History of the War,” till the third,
if not the fourth edition, was an anonymous
work., At last, the people of the United
States gave so loud and unequivocal proofs of
the value of the writer’s zealous, if not
¢ impartial® labors, that Mr. O'Connor must

have possessed a very blameable degree of
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modesty, indeed, not to have avowed himself
the author. How far, in so doing, he has
consulted his reputation, will appear in the
sequel,

The ¢ History of the United States’ bears,
upon the face of the title-page, the stamp of
respectability, An ¢ M.D.> a ¢ D.D. and
LLD.” ¢ and other literary gentlemen’ as
the authors, without ¢ James Munroe,’
and ¢ The navy department,” among a
numerous list of subscribers, afford reasonable
grounds for hoping, that, at last, a candid
history has appeared from the press of the
United States.

That the author may not, as often as a battle
occurs, have to r,épeat remarks upon, what,
without reference to the fair promises just
noticed, may be termed, the staple commodity
of American historians, a few words on the
subject will not be out of place here,

Our old enemy in Europe has at all times
- been ready to do justice to the valor of our



PREFACE. XXvii

troops. A Frenchman is contented to boast,
that the best soldiers of his country have beaten
an equal number of ours. But an American
historian will gravely tell you, that ¢ about
200 raw, undisciplined, American militia,
entirely routed 600 veteran British regulars 3’
aye, and that ¢ with the bayonet’ too: or,
if the Americans are described as the routed
party, it is,—*¢after a desperate struggle with
five times their number,’ None of these
gentlemen think it worth their while to advance
any authority for even the most improbable
fact. In despite of our reason we are to credit
their naked assertions; and to confess, that
the heroes of the new, are giants in prowess,
compared to the heroes of the old world.
Scarcely is a battle recorded, wherein the
superiority of numbers was not on the
British side; unless, indeed, an opposite state-
ment would serve to heap disgrace upon a
certain commander, because he happens to

differ, in political tenets, from that party, to
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whose sinister purposes the writer has devoted
his talents and his conscience.

When a national officer does, as he always
should, explicitly state the amount and quality
of his own force, no one has a right to dispute
his word ; but his assertions respecting the force
of an enemy, unless nearly the whole number
that engaged him became his prisoners, ought to
be received with caution. A general may find it
convenient to show an extended front, of only
one or two files deep; and thus deceive his
opponent. A few stragglers in a wood may
be considered as part of a larger body; ora
severe unexpected repulse may induce the
retreating troops, from their fears alone, to
magnify the number of their foes. For this
reason chiefly it is, that the author has resolyved
to take each party’s positive enumeration of
his own force, in preference to the loose state=
ments and vague conjectures, too often admitted
into the opposite official abcounts.

In a work of details like the present, many
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facts must be admitted, having no official foun-
dation on either side. Here the reader,
beyond the rule of probability, has only the
author’s veracity to trust to. Upon that point,
he deems it proper to state, that, in his military,
as in his naval work, his unofficial facts are
the result of direct applications to officers of
rank and ‘respectability; but whose names
(as must be obvious) he is not, in all cases,
at liberty to disclose. Should, however, any
mistatement have incautiously crept into his
narrative, military or naval, the author would
be happy to receive, and, when an opportu-
nity offers, to make public, an authenticated
correction.

A woody battle-ground is not the best cal-
culated for a display, even on paper, of military
evolutions 3 the author, therefore, in selecting
his plates, has, in most cases, preferred a
sketch of the country traversed by the con-
tending armies, to a plan of their fluctuating

positions during an engagement., - One impor-
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tant exception is the battle near New Orleans.
Here, without a plan of the natural, as well
as artificial, military obstacles, the most minute
verbal description would fall short. Fortu-
nately, he can present Plate VII, with confi=
dence in its general correctness; not weakened,
he trusts, by his having wholly framed it out
of the engravings in two American publications
" on the subject*. For Plates I, II, V, and VI,
he is indebted, also, (some slight alterations
excepted,) to an American work, major-
general James Wilkinson’s ¢ Memoirs of my
own Time,” published in 18163 a work that
will be frequently consulted in the course of
the investigation.

As Great Britain and the United States of
America are now, happily, at peace, a strong
motive exists for describing the events of the
late war between them, in language, if not
courteous, temperate at least; and this, with=

out any reference to the notorious fact,

* Latow’s War in Louisiana, and Eaton’s Life of Jacksom.
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that all American histories, from general
Wilkinson’s huge ¢ Memoirs’ down to the
¢ Grub-street’* ¢ Analectic,’ pursue quite an
opposite course. The author, much as he has,
while scrutinizing the American accounts,
endeavoured to command his feelings, may,
upon unravelling any design of marked
atrocity, have been betrayed into a warmth of
expression below the dignity of an historical
subject. To the general reader, in that case,
some apology is due: as to the American, let
him vent his rage upon those of his country-
men, who, disgracing the name of ¢ historians,’
are the authors or abettors of all the calum-
nies which gave the provocation.

He who shall succeed in teaching American
writers to venerate truth, as much as their
readers idolize vain-glory, will have achieved,
for the republic of America, a ten-fold greater

service, than the whole pantheon of demi-gods,

* Analectic Magazime and Naval Chronicle, Vol. VII,
p. 246.
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whose ©romantic’* feats, instead of being
allowed to shine forth, bedizened outas—* Sir
Tristian,” ¢ Don Belianis,” ¢ the Peers of
Charlemagne,” * or any other tale of
¢ fiction’ or mock=heroic, are presented to

the world under the specious garb of ¢ raITH-

FUL HISTORY,

* Analectic Magazine and Nav. Chron. Vol, VII. p. 296.

London, May 16th, 1818.
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CHAPTER L

Origin of the late war with the United States— Pre-
stdent’s message— American declaration of war—
Pacific views of the British— Determined hosti-
Lty of the Americans—Prince regent’s mani-
Jesto in answer to the president’s message—
Impressed Americans— Native and naturalized
atizens—Case of Eljjah Clarke— A resident in
the Canadas shot as a deserter by an American
officer—Acquattal of the officer—An opposite
principle afterwards broached by the American
government—Cause of Indian hatred to the
Americans:.

"THE defensive measures adopted by the British
government, in contravention of the Berlin and
Milan decrees, no longer permitting the subjects’
of the United States, under the disguise of neu-
trals, to be the carriers of France, the ablest poli-
tietans in the republic were engaged to prepare a’

VYOL., I. B
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specious wanifesto, representing the United
States as the aggrieved, and Great Britain as
the aggressing party. A moment of continental
pressure upon the latter was deemed the fittest for
promulgating this angry state-paper. Accord-
ingly, on the 1st of June, 1812, Mr. Madison,
the American president, sent the following mes-
sage to the two houses of congress:

“ Without going back beyond the renewal, in
1803, of the warin which Great Britainisengaged,
and omitting unrepaired wrongs of inferior mag-
nitude, the conduct of her government presents
a series of acts hostile to the United States, as
an independent and neutral nation.

¢ British cruisers have been in the continued
practice of violating the American flag on the
great highway of nations, and of seizing and car-
rying off persons sailing under it; not in the
exercise of a belligerent right, founded on the
law of nations, against an enemy, but of a mu-
nicipal prerogative over British subjects. Bri-
tish jurisdiction is thus extended to neutral ves-
sels, in a situation where no laws can operate
but the law of nations, and the laws of the
country to which the vessels belong ; and a self-
redress is assumed, which, if British subjects
were wrongfully detained and alone concerned,
is that substitution of force for a resort to the
responsible sovereign, which falls within the de.
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finition of war. Could the seizure of British
subjects, in such cases, be regarded as within the
exercise of a belligerent right, the acknowledged
laws of wars, which forbid an article of cap-
tured property to be adjudged, without a regu-
lar investigation before a competent tribunal,
would imperiously demand the fairest trial,
where the sacred rights of persons were at issue.
In place of such trial, these rights are subjected
to the will of every petty commander.

¢« The practice, hence, is so far from affecting
British subjects alone, that under the pretext of
searching for these, thousands of American citi-
zens, under the safeguard of public laws, and of
their national flag, have been torn from their
country, and from every thing dear to them;
have been dragged on board ships of war of a
foreign nation, and exposed under the severities
of their discipline, to be exiled to the most dis«
tant and deadly climes, to risk their lives in the
battles of their oppressors, and to be the melan-
choly instruments of taking away those of their
own brethren. ‘

“ Against this crying enormity, which Great
Britain would be so prompt to avenge, if com-
mitted against herself, the United States have in
vain exhausted remonstrances and expostula-
tions. And that no proof might be wanting of
their concihatory disposition, and no pretext

B 2
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left for a continuance of the practice, the British
government was formally assured of the readi-=
ness of the United States to enter into arrange-
ments, such as could not be rejected, if the re-
covery of British subjects were the real and
the sole object. The communication passed
without effect,

- ¢ British cruisers have also been in the pracs
tice of violating the rights and the peace of our
coasts. 'They hover over and harass our enter-
ing and departing commerce. To the most in-
sulting pretensions they have added the most law-
less proceedings in our very harbeurs, and have
wantonly spilt American blood within thesanctu-
ary of our territorial jurisdiction. The principles
and rules enforced by that natien, when a neu-
tral nation, against armed vessels of belligerents
hovering near her coasts, and disturbing her
commerce, are well known. When called on, ne-
vertheless, by the United States, to punish the
greater offences committed by her own vessels,
her government has bestowed on their comman-
ders additional marks of honour and confi-
dence.

¢ Under pretended blockades, without the
presence of an adequate force, and sometimes
without the practicability of applying one, our
commerce has been plundered in every sea; the
great staples of our country have been cut off
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from their legitimate markets; and a destruc-
tive blow aimed at our agricultural and mari-
time interests. In aggravation of these preda-
tory measures, they have been considered as in
force from the dates of their notification ; a re-
trospective effect being thus added, as has been
done in other important cases, to the unlawful-
ness of the course pursued. And to render the
outrage the more signal, these mock blockades
have been reiterated and enforced in the face of
official communications from the British govern-
ment, declaring, as the true definition of a legal
blockade, ¢ that particular ports must be actu-
ally invested, and previous warning given to ves-
sels bound to them, not to enter.’

‘“ Not content with these occasional expe-
dients for laying waste our neutral trade, the
cabinet of Great Britain resorted, at length, to
the sweeping system of bleckades, under the
name of orders in council, which has been
moulded and managed as might best suit its po-
litical views, its commercial jealousies, or the
avidity of British cruisers.

‘“ To our remonstrances against the compli-
cated and transcendent injustice of this innova-
tion, the first reply was, that the orders were
reluctantly adopted by Great Britain, as a ne-
ceséary retaliation on the decrees of her enemy,
proclaiming a general blockade of the British
isles, at a time when the naval force of that ene-
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my dared not to issue from his own ports. S_h'e
was reminded, without effect, that her own prior
blockades, unsupported by an adequate naval
force, actually applied and continued, were a
bar to this plea; that executed edicts against
millions of our property could not be retaliation
on edicts confessedly impuossible to be executed ;
and that retaliation, to be just, should fall on the
party setting the guilty example, not on an in-
nocent party, which was not even chargeable
with an acquiescence 1n it.

“ When deprived of this flimsy veil for a pro-
hibition of our trade with her enemy, by the
repeal of his prohibition of our trade with Great
Britain, her cabinet, instead of a corresponding
repeal, or a practical discontinuance of its orders,
formally avowed a determination to persist in
them against the United States, until the markets
of her enemy should be laid open to British pro-
ducts; thus asserting an obligation on a neutral
power, to require one belligerent to encourage,
by its internal regulations, the trade of another
belligerent, contradicting her own practice to-
wards all nations, in peace as well as in war;
and betraying the insincerity of those profes-
sions which inculcated a belief, that, having
resorted to her orders with regret, she was
?:’i:)eu; '.to find an occ?smn for putting an end

¢ Abandoning still more all respect for the
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neutral rights of the United States, and for its
own consistency, the British government now
demands, as pre-requisites to a repeal of its
orders, as they relate to the United States, that
a formality should be observed in the repeal of
the French decrees, nowise necessary to their ter-
mination, nor exemplified by British usage ;
and that the French repeal, besides including
that portion of the decrees which operates within
a territorial jurisdiction, as well as that which
operates on the high seas, against the commerce
of the United States, should not be a single spe-
cial repeal, in relation to the United States, but
should be extended to whatever other neutral
nations, unconnected with them, may be affected
by those decrees.

¢ And, as an additional insult, they are called
on for a formal disavowal of conditions and pre-
tensions advanced by the French government,
for which the United States are so far from
having made themselves responsible, that, in offi-
cial explanations, which have been published to
the world, and in a correspondence of the Ame-
rican minister at London with the British minis-
ter for foreign affairs, such a responsibility was
explicitly and emphatically disclaimed.

¢ It has become, indeed, sufficiently certain,
that the commerce of the United States is to be
sacrificed, not as interfering with the belligerent
rights of Great Britain, not as supplying the
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wants of their enemies, which she herself sup-
plies, but as interfering with the monopoly
which she covets for her own commerce and
navigation. She carries on a war against the law-
ful commerce of a friend, that she may the bet-
ter carryon a commerce with an enemy ; a com-
merce polluted by the forgeries and perjuries
which are, for the most part, the only passports
by which it can succeed.*"

““ Anxious to make every experiment, short of
the last resort of injured nations, the United
States have withheld from Great Britain, under
successive modifications, the benefits of a free
mntercourse with their market, the loss of which
could not but outweigh the profits accruing
from her restrictions of our commerce with other
nations. And to entitle these experiments to
the more favourable consideration, they were so
framed as to enable her to place her adversary
under the exclusive operation of them. To
these appeals her government has been equally
inflexible, as if willing to make sacrifices of
every sort, rather than yield to the claims of
Justice, or renounce the errors of a false pride.
Nay, so far were the attempts carried to over-
come the attachment of the British cabinet to its
unjust ediets, that it received every encourage-
ment within the competency of the executive
branch of our government, to expect that a
repeal of them would be followed by a war
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between the United States and France, unless
the French edicts should also be repealed. Even
this communication, although silencing for ever
the plea of a disposition in the United States to
acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole plea
for them, received no attention.

“ If no other proof existed of a predetermina-
tion of the British government against a repeal
of its orders, it might be found in the correspon-
dence of the minister plenipotentiary of the
United States at London, and the British secre-
tary for foreign affairs, in 1810, on the question,
whether the blockade of May 1806 was consi-
dered as in force or as not in force. It had been
ascertained that the French government, which
urged this blockade as the ground of its Berlin
decree, was willing, in the event of its removal, to
repeal that decree; which, being followed by al-
ternate repeals of the other offensive edicts, might
abolish the whole system on both sides. This
inviting opportunity for accomplishing an object
so important to the United States, and professed
so often to be the desire of both the belligerents,
was made known to the British government.
As that government admits that an actual appli-
cation of an adequate force is necessary to the
existence of a legal blockade ; and it was noto-
rvious, that if such a force had ever been applied,
its long discontinuance had annulled the block-
ade in question, there could be no sufficient
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objectionon the part of Great Britain to a formal
revocation of it ; and no imaginable objection to
a declaration of the fact that the blockade did
not exist. The declaration would have been
consistent with her avowed principles of block-
ade, and would have enabled the United States
to demand from France the pledged repeal of
her decrees ; either with success, in which case
the way would have been opened for a general
repeal of the belligerent edicts ; or without suc-
cess, in which case the United States would have
been justified in turning their measures exclu-
sively against France. The British government
would, however, neither rescind the blockade,
nor declare its non-existence, nor permit its non-
existence to be inferred and affirmed by the
American plenipotentiary. On the contrary,
by representing the blockade to be compre-
hended in the orders in council, the United
States were compelled so to regard it in their
subsequent proceedings.

“ There was a period when a favourable
change in the policy of the British cabinet was
Justly considered as established. The minister
plenipotentiary of his Britannic majesty here
proposed an adjustment of the differences more
immediately endangering the harmony of the
two countries. The proposition was accepted
with a promptitude and cordiality correspond-
ing with the invariable professions of this go-
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vernment. A foundation appeard to be laid for
a sincere and lasting reconciliation. The pros-
pect, however, quickly vanished. The whole
proceeding was disavowed by the British govern-
ment, without any explanation which could at
that time repress the belief that the disavowal
proceeded from a spirit of hostility to the com-
mercial rights and prosperity of the United
States. And it has since come into proof that,
at the very moment when the public minister
was holding the language of friendship, and
inspired confidence in the sincerity of the nego-
ciation with which he was charged, a secret
agent of his government was employed in in-
trigues, having for their object a subversion of
our government, and a dismemberment of our
happy union.

“ In reviewing the conduct of Great Britain
towards the United States, our attention is ne-
cessarily drawn to the warfare just renewed by
the savages on one of our extensive frontiers; a
warfare which is known to spare neither age nor
sex, and to be distinguished by features peculi-
arly shocking to humanity. It is difficult to
account for the activity and combinations which
have for some time been developing themselves
among the tribes in constant intercourse with
the British traders and garrisons, without con-
necting their hostility with that influence, and-
without recollecting the authenticated examples
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of such interpositions heretofore furnished by
the officers and agents of that government.

““ Such is the spectacle of injuries and indig-
nities which have been heaped on our country ;
and such the crisis which its unexampled for-
bearance and conciliatory efforts have not been
able to avert. It might, at least, have been ex-
pected, that an enlightened nation, if less urged
by moral obligations, or invited by friendly dis-
positions on the part of the United States, would
have found in its true interest alone, a sufficient
motive to respect their rights and their tran-
quillity on the high seas ; that an enlarged policy
would have favoured that free and general cir-
culation of commerce, in which the British
nation is at ail times interested; and which, in
times of war, 1s the best alleviation of its cala-
mities to herself, as well as the other belligerents ;
and more especially, that the British cabinet
would not, for the sake of a precarious and sur-
reptitious intercourse with hostile markets, have
persevered in a course of measures which neces-
sarily put at hazard the invaluable market of a
great and growing country, disposed to cultivate
the mutual advantages of an active commerce,

“ Other councils have prevailed. Our mo-
deration and conciliation have had no other
effect than to encourage perseverance, and to
enlarge pretensions. We behold our seafaring
citizens still the daily victims of lawless violence,
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committed on the great and common highway
of nations; even within sight of the country
which owes them protection. We behold our
vessels freighted with the products of our soil
and industry, or returning with the honest pro-
ceeds of them, wrested from their lawful desti-
nations, confiscated by prize-courts, no longer
the organs of public law, but the instruments
of arbitrary edicts; and their unfortunate crews
dispersed and lost, or forced, or inveigled, in
British ports, into British fleets; whilst argu-
ments are employed in support of these aggres-
sions, which have no foundation butin a princi-
ple supporting equally a claim to regulate our
external commerce in all cases whatsoever.

““ We behold, in fine, on the side of Great
Britain, a state of war against the United States;
and on the side of the United States, a state
of peace towards Great Britain.

“ Whether the United States shall continue
passive under these progressive usurpations, and
these accumulating wrongs; or, opposing force
to force, in defence of their natural rights, shall
commit a just cause into the hands of the
Almighty Disposer of events; avoiding all con-
nections which might entangle it in the contests
or views of other powers, and preserving a con-
stant readiness to concur in an honourable re-
establishment of peace and friendship, is a
solemn question, which the constitution wisely
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confides to the legislative department of the
government. In recommending it to their early
deliberations, I am happy in the assurance that
the decision will be worthy the enlightened and
patriotic councils of a virtuous, a free, and a
powerful nation.

« Having presented this view of the relations
of the United States with Great Britain, and of
the solemn alternative growing out of them, I
proceed to remark, that the communications last
made to congress, on the subject of our rela-
tions with France, will have shown that since
the revocation of her decrees as they violated
the neutral rights of the United States, her
government has authorised  illegal captures by
its privateers and public ships, and that other
outrages have been practised on our vessels and
our citizens. It will have been seen also, that
no indemnity had been provided, or satisfacto-
rily pledged, for the extensive spoliations com-
mitted under the violent and retrospective order
of the French government against the property
of our citizens seized within the jurisdiction of
I'rance.

“1 abstain at this time from recommending
to the consideration of congress, definitive
measures with respect to that nation, in the
expectation that the result of unclosed discus-
sions between our minister plenipotentiary at
Paris and the French government, will speedily
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enable congress to decide with greater advan-
tage on the course due to the rights, the interests,
and the homour of our country.”

In seventeen days after the date of this de-
clamatory speech, the two houses of congress
formally declared war against Great Britain,
and empowered the president to issue letters of
marque and general reprisal; and, on the very
day on which this declaration arrived at New
York, appeared in the London Gazette the
prince regent’s declaration, absolutely and un-
equivocally revoking the orders in council, so
far as they related to American vessels. Nothing
could better demonstrate to the world the dif-
ferent feelings which actuated the two govern-
ments. '

The American declaration of war reached
the British government on the 30th of July;
but, in the firm reliance that the revocation of
the orders in council would produce a pacific
effect, no further steps were taken by the latter,
than to direct that American ships and goods
should be brought in and detained. It was
not till the 13th of October, when the Ame-
rican government had disregarded the notified
repeal of the orders in council, and refused to
ratify the armistice agreed upon between Sir
George Prevost and General Dearborn on the
Canadian frontier, that the British government
published an order for granting general reprisals
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against the ships, goods, and citizens of the
United States; and even this order concluded
with a declaration, that nothing therein was to
annul the authority which had been given to his
majesty’scommanders upon the American station,
to sign a convention for recalling all hostile orders
issued by the respective governments, with a view
of restoring the accustomed relations of amity
and commerce between the two countries. That
pacific attempt failing, also, the prince regent,
on the 9th of January, 1813, issued the follow-
ing manifesto in reply to Mr. Madison’s :

““ The earnest endeavours of the prinece
regent to preserve the relations of peace and
amity with the United States of America having
unfortunately failed, his royal highness, acting
in the name and on the behalf of his majesty,
deems it proper publicly to declare the causes
and origin of the war, in which the government
of the United States has compelled him to
engage.

““No desire of conquest, or other ordinary
motive of aggression, has been, or can be with
any colour of reason, in this case, imputed to
Great Britain. That her commercial interests
were on the side of peace, if war could have
been avoided without the sacrifice of her mari.
time rights, or without an injurious submission
to France, is a truth which the American govern-
ment will not deny.
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“ His royal highness does not, however, mean
to rest on the favorable presumption to which
he is entitled. He is prepared, by an exposition
of the circumstances which have led to the
present war, to show that Great Britain has
throughout acted towards the United States of
America with a spirit of amity, forbearance, and
conciliation; and to demonstrate the inadmissi-
ble nature of those pretensions which have at
length unhappily involved the two countries
In war.

““1t is well known to the world, that it has
been the invariable object of the ruler of France
to destroy the power and independence of the
British empire, as the chief obstacle to the ac-
complishment of his ambitious designs.

““ He first contemplated the possibility of
assembling such a naval force in the channel
as, combined with a numerous flotilla, should
enable him to disembark in England an army
sufficient, in his conception, to subjugate this
country; and through thke conquest of Great
Britain he hoped to realize his project of uni-
versal empire. :

¢ By the adoption of an enlarged and provi-
dent system of internal defence, and by the
valour of his majesty’s fleets and armies, this
design was entirely frustrated; and the naval
force of France, after the most signal defeats,
was compelled to retire from the ocean,

YOL. I. c
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“ An attempt was then made to effectuate the
same purpose by other means—a system was
brought forward, by which the ruler of France
hoped to annihilate the commerce of Great
Britain, to shake her public credit, and to des-
troy her revenue; to render useless her maritime
superiority, and so to avail himself of his con-
tinental ascendancy, as to constitute himself, in
a great measure, the arbiter of the ocean, not-
withstanding the destruction of his fleets.

““ With this view, by the decree of Berlin,
followed by that of Milan, he declared the
British territories to be in a state of blockade ;
and that all commerce or even correspondence
with Great Britain was prohibited. He decreed
- that every vessel and cargo, which had entered,
or was found proceeding to a British port, or
which,under any circumstances, had been visited
by aBritish ship of war,should be lawful prize: he
declared all British goods and produce, wherever
found, and however acquired, whether coming
from the mother-country or from her colonies,
subject to confiscation ; he further declared to
be denationalized, the flag of all neutral ships
that should be found offending against these his
decrees: and he gave to this project of universal
tyranny, the name of the continental system.

“For these attempts to ruin the commerce of
Great Britain, by means subversive of the clear-
est rights of neutral -nations, France endeav-
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oured in vain to rest her justification upon the
previous conduct of his majesty’s government.

““ Under circumstances of unparalleled pro-
vocation, his majesty had abstained from any
measure which the ordinary rules of the law of
nations did not fully warrant. Never was the
maritime superiority of a belligerent over his
enemy more complete and decided. Never was
the opposite belligerent so formidably danger-
ous 1n his power, and in his policy, to the liber-
ties of all other nations. France had already
trampled so openly and systematically on the
most sacred rights of neutral powers, as might
well bave justified the placing her out of the
pale of civilized nations. Yet in this extreme
case, Great Britain had so used her naval ascen-
dancy, that her enemy could find no just cause
of complaint: and, in order to give to these
lawless decrees the appearance of retaliation,
the ruler of France was obliged to advance
principles of maritime law unsanctioned by any
other authority than his own arbitrary will.

« The pretext for these decrees were, first,
that Great Britain had exercised the rights of
war against private persons, their ships and
goods; as if the only object of legitimate hos-
tility on the ocean were the public property of
a state, or as if the edicts and the courts of
France itself had not at all times enforced this
right with peculiar rigour; secondly, that the

c 2
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British orders of blockade, instead of being con-
fined to fortified towns, had, as France asserted,
been unlawfully extended to commercial towns
and ports, and to the mouths of rivers; and,
thirdly, that they had been applied to places,
and to coasts which neither were, nor could be,
actually blockaded. -The last of these charges
is not founded on fact; whilst the others, even
by the admission of the American government,
are utterly groundless in point of law.

¢« Against these decrees, his majesty protested
and appealed—he called upon the United States
to assert their own rights, and to vindicate their
independence, thus menaced and attacked; and
as France had declared, that she would confis-
cate every vessel which should touch in Great
Britain, or be visited by British ships of war,
his majesty, -having previously issued the order
of January 1807, as an act of mitigated retalia-
tion, was at length compelled by the persevering
violence of the enemy, and the continued ac-
quiescence of neutral powers, to revisit upon
France in a more effectual manner, the measare
of her own injustice, by declaring, in an order
1n council, bearing date the 11th of November,
1807, that no neutral vessel should proceed to
I'rance or to any of the countries from which,
in obedience to the dictates of France, Bnnsh
commerce was excluded, without first touching

at a port. in Great Britain, or her depenceuue&:
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At the same time, his majesty intimated his
readiness to repeal the orders in council, when-
ever France should rescind her decrees, and
return to the accustomed principles of maritime
warfare; and at a subsequent period, as a proof’
of his majesty’s sincere desire to accommodate,
as far as possible, his defensive measures to the
convenience of neuiral powers, the operation
of the ordersin council was, by an order issued
in April, 1809, limited to a blockade of France,
and of the countries subjected to heér immediate
dominion. ;

¢ Systems of violence, oppression, and tyran-
ny, can gever be suppressed, or even checked,
1if the power against which such injustice is
exercised be debarred from the right of full and’
adequate retaliation: or, if the measures of the
retaliating power are to be considered as matters |
of just offence to neutral nations, whilst the
measure of original aggression and violence are
to be tolerated with indifference, submission, or
complacency. _

“ The government of the United States did
not fail to remonstrate against the orders in
council of Great Britain. Although they knew
that these orders would be revoked, if the
decrees of France, which had occasioned them,
were repealed; they resolved at the same moment
to resist the conduct of both belligerents, instead
of requiring France, in the first instance, to



22 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

rescind her decrees. Applying most unjustly
the same measure of resentment to the aggressor.
and to the party aggrieved, they adopted mea-
sures of commercial resistance against both—a
system of resistance which, however varied in
the successive acts of embargo, non-intercourse,
or non-importation, was evidently unequal in
its operation, and principally levelled against
the superior commerce, and maratime power of
Great Britain. .

“The same partiality towards France was
observable in their negociations as in their mea-
sures of alleged resistance.

“¢ Application was made to both belligerents
for a revocation of their respective edicts; but
the terms in which they were made were widely
different.

“Of France was required a revocation only
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, although many
other edicts, grossly violating the neutral com-
merce of the United States, had been promul-
gated by that power. No security was de-
manded, that the Berlin and Milan decrees,
even if revoked, should not under some other
form be re-established : and a direct engagement
was offered, that upon: such revocation the
American government would take part in the
war against Great Britain, if Great Britain did
not iminediately rescind her orders. Whereas
no corresponding engagement was offered to
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Great Britain, of whom it was required, not
only that the orders in council should be re-
pealed, but that no others of a similar nature
should be issued, and that the blockade of
May, 1806, should be also abandoned. This
blockade, established and enforced according to
accustomed practice, had not been objected to
by the United States at the time it was issued.
Its provisions were on the contrary represented
by the American minister, resident in London at
the time, to have been so framed as to afford, in
his judgment, a proof of the friendly disposition
of the British cabinet towards the United
States.

¢ Great Britain was thus called upon to aban-
don one of her most important maritime rights;
by acknowledging the order .of blockade in
question to be one of the edicts which violated
the commerce of the United States, although it
had never been so considered in the previous
negociations—and although the president of the
United States had recently consented to abrogate
the non-intercourse act, on the sole condition of
the orders in council being revoked; thereby
distinctly admitting these orders to be the only
edicts which fell within the contemplation of
the law under which he acted.

A proposition so hostile toGreatBritain,could
not but be proportionably encouraging to the
pretensions of the enemy. As, by their alleging
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that the blockade of May, 1806, was illegal, the
Awmerican government virtually justified, so far
as depended on them, the French decrees.

“ After this proposition had been made, the
French minister for foreign affairs, if not in
concert with that government, at least in con-
formity with its views, in a dispatch, dated the
5th of August, 1810, and addressed to the Ame-
rican minister resident at Paris, stated, that the
Berlin and Milan decrees were revoked, and
that their operation would cease from the Ist
day of November following, provided his ma-
jesty would revoke his orders in council, and
renounce the new principles of blockade; or
that the United States would cause their rights
to be respected ; meaning thereby, that they
would resist the retaliatory measures of Great
Britain.

‘¢ Although the repeal of the French decrees
thus announced was evidently contingent, either
on concessions to be made by Great Britain,
(concessiens to which it was obvious Great Bri-
tain could not submit), or on measures to be
adopted by the United States ot America: the
American president at once considered the re-
peal as absolute. Under that pretence the non-
importation act was strictly enforced against
Great Britain, whilst the ships of war, and
merchant-ships of the enemy, were received into
the harbours of America.
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““ The American government, assuming the
repeal of the French decrees to be absolute and
effectual, most unjustly required Great Britain,
in conformity to her declarations, to revoke her
orders in council. The British government de-
nied that the repeal, which was announced in
the letter of the French minister for foreign
affairs, was such as ought to satisfy Great Bri-
tain; and in order to ascertain the true charac-
ter of the measure adopted by France, the
government of the United States was called upon
to produce the instrument, by which the alleged
appeal of the French decrees had been effected.
It these decrees were really revoked, such an
instrument must exist, and no satisfactory rea-
son could be given for withholding it.

“ At length, on the 21st of May, 1812, and
not before, the American minister in London
did produce a copy, or at least what purported
to be a copy, of such an instrument.

¢“ It professed to bear date the 28th of April,
1811, long subsequent to the dispatch of the
French minister of foreign affairs of the 5th of
August, 1810, or even the day named therein;
viz. the 1st of November following, when the
operation of the French decrees was to cease.
This instrument expressly declared that these
French decrees were repealed in consequence of
the American legislature having, by their act of
the 1st of March, 1811, provided that British
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ships and merchandize should be excluded
from the ports and harbours of the United
States. :

“ By this instrument, the only document pro-
duced by America as a repeal of the French
decrees, it appears, beyond a possibility of doubt
or cavil, that the alleged repeal of the French
decrees was conditional, as Great Britain had
asserted, and not absolute or final, as had been
maintained by America: that they were not
repealed at the time they were stated to be re-
pealed by the American government; that
they were not repealed in conformity with a
propositition simultaneously made to both bel-
hgerents ; but that in consequence of a previous
act on the part of the American government,
they were repealed in favour of one belligerent,
to the prejudice of the other; that the American
government having adopted measures restrictive
upon the commerce of both belligerents, in con-
sequence of edicts issued by both, rescinded
these measures, as they affected that power
which was the aggressor, whilst they put them
in full operation against the party aggrieved,
although the edicts of both powers continued
m force; and, lastly, that they excluded the
ships of war belonging to one belligerent, whilst
They admitted into their ports and harbours the
ships of war belonging to the other, in violation
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of one of the plainest and most essentlal duties
of a neutral nation.

¢ Although theinstrument thus produced was
by no means that general and unqualified revo-
cation of the Berlin and Milan decrees which
Great Britain had continually demanded, and
had a full right to claim ; and although this in-
strument, under all the circumstances of 1its ap-
pearance at that moment, for the first time, was
open to the strongest suspicions of its authenti-
city; yet, as the minister of the United States
produced it, as purporting to be a copy of the
instrament of revocation, the government of
Great Britain, desirous of reverting, if possibie,
to the ancient and accustomed principles of ma-
ritime war, determined upoan revoking, condi-
tionally, the orders in council. Accordingly,
in the month of June last, his royal highness
the prince regent was pleased to declare in
council, in the name and on the behalf of his
Majesty, that the orders in council should be re-
voked, as far as respected the ships and property
of the Unifed States, from the 1st of August
following. This revocation was to continue in
force, provided the government of the United
States should, within a time to be limited, repeal
their restrictive laws against British commerce.
His majesty’s minister in America was expressly
ordered to declare to the government of the
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United States, that ¢ this measure had been
adopted by the prince regent in the earnest
wish and hope, either that the government of
France by further relaxations of its system,
might render perseverance on the part of Great
Britain, in retaliatory measures, unnecessary ;
or, if this hope should prove delusive, that his
majesty’s government might be enabled, in the
absence of all irritating and restrictive regula-
tions on either side, to enter, with the govern-
ment of the United States, into au:icable expla-
nations, for the purpose of ascertaining whether,
if the necessity of retaliatory measures should un-
fortunately continue to operate, the particular
measures to be acted upon by Great Britain could
be rendered more acceptable to the American
government than those hitherto pursued.’

“ In order to provide for the contingency of a
declaration of war on the part of the United
States, previous to the arrival in America of the
said order of revocation, instructions were sent
to his majesty’s minister plenipotentiary, accre-
dited to the United States, (the execution of
which instructions, in consequence of the dis-
continuance of Mr. Foster’s functions, were, at
a subsequent period, entrusted to admiral Sir
John Borlase Warren,) directing him to propose
a cessation of hostilities, should they have com-
menced ; and, further, to offer a simultaneous
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repeal of the orders in council, on the one side,
and of the restrictive laws on British ships and
commerce, on the other.

‘“ They were also respectively empowered (o
acquaint the American government, in reply to
any inquiries with respect to the blockade of
May, 1806, whilst the British government must
continue to maintain its legality, ¢ that, in point
of fact, this particular blockade had been dis-
continued for a length of time, having been
merged in the general retaliatory blockade of
the enemy’s ports, under the orders in council;
and that his majesty’s government had no inten-
tion of recurring to this, or to any other of the
blockades of the enemy’s ports, founded upon the
ordinary and accustomed principles of maritime
law, which were in force previous to the orders
in council, without a new notice to neutral
powers, in the usual form.’ '

““The American government, before they re-
ceived intimation of the course adopted by the
British government, had, in fact, proceeded to
the extreme measure of declaring war, and issu-
ing ‘letters of marque,” notwithstanding theyv
were previously in possession of the report of
the French minister for foreign affairs, of the
12th of March, 1812, promulgating anew the
Berlin and Milan decrees as fundamental laws
of the French empire, under the false and ex-
travagant pretext, that the monstrous principles
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therein contained were to be found in the treaty
of Utrecht, and were therefore binding upon
all states. From the penalties of this code no
nation was to be exempt which did not accept
it, not only as the rule of its own conduct but
as a law, the observance of which it was also
required to enforce upon Great Britain.

“ In a manifesto, accompanying their decla-
ration of hostilities, in addition to the former
complaints against the orders in council, a long
list of grievances was brought forward; some
trivial in themselves, oithers which bad been
mutually adjusted, but none of them such as
were ever before alleged by the American
government to be grounds for war.

¢“ As if to throw additional obstacles in the
way of peace, the American congress at the
same time passed a law prohibiting all inter-
course with Great Britain, of such a tenor as
deprived the executive government, according
to the president’s own construction of that act,
of all power of restoring the relations of friendly
intercourse between the two states, so far, at
least, as concerned their commercial intercourse,
until congress should re-assemble.

“ The president of the United States has, it
is true, since proposed to Great Britain an
armistice; not, however, on the admission that
the .cause of war, hitherto relied on, was re-
moyed, but on condition that Great Britain, as
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a preliminary step, should do away a cause of
war, now brought forward as such, for the first
time; namely, that she should abandon the ex-
ercise of her undoubted right of search, to take
from American merchant-vessels British seamen,
thenatural-born subjects of hismajesty ; and this
concession was required upon a mere assurance,
that laws would be enacted by the legislature
of the United States, to prevent. such seamen
from entering into their. service; but, indepen-
dent of the objection to an exclusive reliance on
a foreign state, for the conservation of so vital
an interest, no explanation was, or could be,
afforded by the agent who was charged with
this overture, either as to the main principles
upon which such laws were to be founded, or
as to the provisions which it was proposed they
should contain.

¢ This proposition having been objected to, a
second proposal was made, again offering an
armistice, provided the British government
would secretly stipulate to renounce the exercise
of this right in a treaty of peace. An immediate
and formal abandonment of its exercise, as a
preliminary to a cessation of hostilities, was not
demanded; but his royal highness the prince-
regent was required, in the name and on.the
behalf of ‘his majesty, secretly to abandon what
the former overture had proposed to him pub-
licly to concede.
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« This most offensive proposition was also
rejected, being accompanied, as the former had
been, by other demands of the most exception-
able nature, and especially of indemnity for all
American vessels detained and condemned un-
der the orders in council, or under what were
termed illegal blockades; a compliance with
which demands, exclusive of all other objections,
would have amounted to an absolute surrender
of the rights on which those orders and bleck-
ades were founded.

¢ Had the American government been sin-
cere in representing the orders in council as the
only subject of difference between Great Britain
and the United States, calculated to lead to
hostalities, it might have been expected, so soon
as the revocation of those orders had been offi-
cially made known to them, that they would
have spontaneously recalled their ¢ letters of
marque,’” and manifested a disposition imme-
diately to restore the relations of peace and
amity between the two powers.

““ But the conduct of the government of the
United States by no means corresponded with
“such reasonable expectations.

“ The orders in council of the 23d of June
being officially communicated in America, the
government of the United States saw nothing in
the repeal of the orders in council which should
of 1tuelf restore peace, unless Great Britain were
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prepared, in the first instance, substantially to
relinquish the right of impressing her own sea-
men, when found on board American merchant
ships.

““ The proposal of an armistice, and of a
simultaneous repeal of the restrictive measures
on both sides subsequently made by the com-
manding officer of his majesty’s naval forces on
the American coast, were received in the same
hostile spirit by the government of the United
States. The suspension of the practice of im-
pressment was insisted upon, in the correspon-
dence which passed on that occasion, as a neces-
sary preliminary to a cessation of hostilities:
negociation, it was stated, might take place
without any suspension of the exercise of this
right, and also without any armistice being con-
cluded ; but Great Britain was required previ-
ously to agree, without any knowledge of the
adequacy of the system which could be substi-
tuted, to negociate upon the basis of accepting
the legislative regulations of a foreign state as
the sole equivalent for the exercise of a right
which she has felt to be essential to the support
of her maritime power.

““1f America, by demanding this preliminary
concession, intends to deny the validity of that
right, in that denial Great Britain cannot acqui-
esce; nor will she give countenance to such a
pretension, by acceding to its suspension, much

YOL. I. D
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less to its abandonment, as a basis on which to
treat. If the American government has devised,
or conceives it can devise, regulations which may
sately be accepted by Great Britain, as a sub-
stitute for the exercise of the right in question,
it is for them to bring forward such a plan for
consideration. The British government has never
attempted to exclude this question from amongst
those on which the two states might have to nego-
ciate: it has, on the contrary, uniformly professed
its readiness to receive and discuss any proposi-
tion on this subject, coming from the American
government : it has never asserted any exclusive
right, as to the impressment of British seamen
from American vessels, which it was not prepa-
red to acknowledge, as appertaining equally to
the government of the United States, with res-
pect to American seamen when found on board
British merchant ships. But it cannot by ac-
ceding to such a basis in the first instance, either
assume, or admit that to be practicable, which,
when attempted on former occasions, has always
been found to be attended with great diﬂict;l.
ties; such difficulties as the British commis-
sioners, in 1806, expressly declared, after an at-
tentive consideration of the suggestions brought
forward by the commissioners on the part of
America, they were unable to surmount.:

¢« Whilst this proposition, transmitted through
the British admiral, was pending in America,
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another communication, on the subject of an
armistice, was unofficially made to the British
government in this country. The agent from
whom this proposition was received, acknow-
ledged that he did not consider that he had any
authority himself to sign an agreement on the
part of his government. It was obvious that
any stipulations entered into, in consequence of
this overture, would have been binding on the
British government, whilst the government of
the United States would have been free to refuse
or accept them, according to the circumstances
of the moment. This proposition was, there-
fore, necessarily declined. _
“ After this exposition of the circumstances
which preceded, and which have followed the
declaration of war by the United States, his
royal highness the prince regent, acting in the
name and on the behalf of his majesty, feels
himself called upon to declare the leading prin-
ciples by which the conduct of Great Britain has
been regulated in the transactions connected
with these discussions. _

- ¢« His royal highness can never acknowledge
any blockade whatsoever to be illegal, which
has been duly notified, and is supported by an
adequate force, merely upon the ground of its
extent, or because the port or coasts blockaded
are not at the same time invested by land.

“ His royal highness can never admit, that
p 2
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neutral trade with Great Britain can be consti-
tuted a public crime, the commission of which
can expose the ships of any power whatever to
be denationalized.

“ His royal highness can never admit, that
Great Britain can be debarred of its right of
just and necessary retaliation, through the fear
of eventually affecting the interest of a neutral.

‘¢ His royal highness can never admit, that in
the exercise of the undoubted, and hitherto
undisputed, right of searching neutral merchant-
vessels in time of war, the impressment of British
seamen, when found therein, can be deemed any
violation of a neutral flag. Neither can he
admit, that the taking such seamen from on
board such vessels, can be considered by any
neutral state as a hostile measure, or a justifiable
cause of war.

¢ There is no right more clearly established,
than the right which a sovereign has to the alle-
giance of his subjects, more especially in time
of war. Their allegiance is no optional duty,
which they can decline and resume at pleasure.
It is a call which they are bound to obey; it
began with their birth, and can only tem;inate
with their existence.

¢« If a similarity of language and manners
may make the exercise of this right more liable
to partial mistakes, and occasional abu -
practised towards vessels of the Unite;e’St“arzs]:
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the same circumstances make it also a right with
the exercise of which, in regard to such vessels,
it 1s more difficult to dispense.

“ But if to the practice of the United States
to harbour British seamen, be added their
assumed right to transfer the allegiance of British
subjects, and thus to cancel the jurisdiction of
their legitimate sovereign, by acts of naturaliza-
tion and certificates of citizenship, which they
pretend to be as valid out of their own territory
as within 1it, it is obvious, that to abandon this
ancient right of Great Britain, and to admit
these novel pretensions of the United States,
would be to expose to danger the very founda-
tion of our maritime strength.

* Without entering minutely into the other
topics which have been brought forward by the
government of the United States, it may be pro-
per to remark, that whatever the declaration of
the United States may have asserted, Great
Britain never did demand that they should
force British manufactures into France : and she
formerly declared her willingness entirely to
forego, or modify, in concert with the United
States, the system by which a commercial inter-
course with the enemy had been allowed under
the protection of licenses ; provided the United
States would act towards her, and towards
France, with real impartiality.

¢ The government of America, if the differ-
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ence between states are not interminable, has
as little right to notice the affair of the Chesa-
peake. The aggression, in this instance, on the
part of a British officer, was acknowledged ;
his conduct was disapproved ; and a reparation
‘was' regularly tendered by Mr. Foster on the
part of his majesty, and accepted by the govern-
ment of the United States.

= It 1s not less unwarranted in its allusion to
the mission of Mr. Henry ; a mission undertaken
without the authority, or even knowledge, of
his majesty’s government, and which Mr. Foster
was authorized formally and officially to dis-
avow.

““The charge of exciting the Indians to offen-
sive measures against the United States is equally
void of foundation. = Before the war began, a
policy the most opposite had been uniformly
pursued, and proof of this was tendered by Mr.
Foster to the American government.

“Such are the causes of war which have been
put forward by the government of the United
States. But the real origin of the present-con-
test will be found in that spirit which has long
unhappily actuated the councils of the United
‘States: their marked partiahity in palliating
and assisting the aggressive tyranny of France;
their systematic endeavours to enflame the peo-
ple against the defensive measares of Great
Britain ;  their ungenerous conduct towards
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Spain, the intimate ally of Great Britain; and
their unworthy desertion of the cause of other
neutral nations. 1t is through the prevalence of
such councils that America has been associated
in policy with France, and committed in war
against Great DBritain.

*“ And under what conduct, on the part of
France, has the government of the United States
thus lent 1itself to the enemy? The contemp-
tuous violation of the commercial treaty of the
year 1800 between France and the United
States ; the treacherous seizure of all American
vessels and cargoes in every harbour subject to
the controul of the French arms: the tyrannical
principles of the Berlin and Milan decrees, and
the confiscations under them; the subsequent
confiscations under the Rambouillet decree,
antedated or concealed to render it the more
effectual; the French commercial regulations,
which render the traffic of the United States
with France almost illusory; the burning of
their merchant-ships at sea, long after the alleged
repeal of the French decrees—all these acts of
violence, on the part of France, produce from
the government of the United States, only such
complaints as end in acquiescence and submis-
sion, or are accompanied by suggestions for
enabling France to give the semblance of a legal
form to her usurpations, by converting them
into municipal regulations.
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< This disposition of the government of the
United  States—this complete subserviency to
the ruler of France—this hostile temper towards
Great Britain—are evident in almost every page
of the official correspondence of the American
with the French government.

““ Against this course of conduct, the real
cause of the present war, the prince-regent
solemnly protests. Whilst contending against
France, in defence not only of the liberties of
Great Britain but of the world, his royal high-
ness was entitled to look for a far different
result. From their common origin, from their
commeon interest, from their professed princi-
ples of freedom and independence, the United
States were the last power in which Great Bri-
tain. could have expected to find a willing in-
strument and abettor of French tyranny.

“ Disappointed in this, his just expectation,
the prince regent will still pursue the pelicy
which the British government has so long and
invariably maintained, in repelling injustice,
and in supporting the general rights of nations;
and, under the favor of Providence, relying on
the justice of his cause, and the tried loyalty
and firmness of the British nation, his royal
highness confidently looks forward to a success-
ful issue to the contest in which he has thus
been compelled most reluctantly to engage.”

The temperate language, dignified style, and
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fair and manly arguments, which distinguish this
important document, afford a happy contrast fo
the petulant complaints and laboured sophisms
to be found in Mr. Madison’s message. One
part of the latter, however, can be more satis-
factorily answered now, than i1t could have been
at the date of the regent’s declaration. The presi-
dent protests vehemently against the “ crying
enormity’ of impressing ““ thousands of American
citizens;” and the government-editors in the
United States have long been in the practice of
assuring their readers, that the rea/ number of
their fellow citizens impressed by the British was
6257. The following extract, taken from a Bos-
ton work entitled—*¢ The Massachusetts’ Manual,
or Political and Historical Register; by William
Burdick,” — will exhibit this matter in its true
light:

¢ During the debate on the Loan Bill in the United States’
house of representatives in March, 1814, Mr. Pickering, of
Massachusetts remarked—¢¢ I wish, Mr. Chairman, to present
one more view of this subject of impressments ; the result of an
examination of the public documents, about a year ago, by one
of my colleagues. By those documents, the grand tetal is the
well known number, 6257
From which he deducted for the same name, and

apparently the same person, twice, thrice, or 548

more times repeated,
For an excess arising from some errors between

}757—13’05
the returns of 1805 and 1808,

———

Leaving, 4952
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SR “ Brought over - = = = 4952
me which he deducted acknowledged Bnhsh} s1d 0

subjects,

those who had no protecting documents, 568

those with insufficient documents, 664

those who had entered voluntarily, 281

those with fraudulent protections, 195

deserters, | 95

those married in Great Britain, 42

neutral aliens and natives of the West Ind. 50

‘prisoners of war, 2;.1—243‘2
Leaving, 2520

From this ,number he deducted one-third, which’)
appearcd to him, from the documents, rather
less than the full proportion of scamen im- 310
pressed from British merchant vessels, in which,
if not British subjects, the American flag could

-afford no pretence for protection, 4
Leaving, 1680
From the last number he deducted those who had '
been discharged, or had been ordered to be dis- 1524
charged,
Leaving, unaccounted for, T

Inall questions of impressment, the American -
government has appeared to consider, equally
as its subjects, the native, and the naturalized
citizen; and itis too notorious for what a paltry
sum a British soldier or sailor can purchaseevery
privilege of the latter, in pretended abrogation
of the allegiance he owes to the country of his
birth. It is, however, as a matter of convenience
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only, that the United States’ government adopts
this novel principle; for, when one Elijah Clarke,
who had emigrated from the United States to
the Canadas, and there taken the oath of alle-
giance to the British government, returned to
his native country, and was, on the 20th of Oc-
tober, 1813, tried, and sentenced to be hung, as
a British spy, the secretary of war, by direc-
tion of the president of the United States, ordered
him to be discharged, on the principle— that
said Clarke, being considered a citizen of the
United States, was not liable to be tried by a
court-martial.”*

The denial of a nation’s right to take deserters
1s made equally subservient to the narrow policy
of the moment; as appears from the following
fact, published in most of the American news-
papers of the day:

On the 1st June, 1809, an American vessel,
bound from Ogdensburg, New York, to Oswegeo;
anchored in a bay on the British side of the St.
Lawrence, having onboard capt. W. P. Bennet, of
the 6th United States’ Infantry, and some of his
men. While lying there, capt. Bennet, hearing
that a deserter by the name of Underhill was in
that settlement teaching school, despatched a
serjeant and two men to apprehend him. This
they effected, tied his hands behind him, and at
the point of the bayonet drove him some dis-

* Burdick’s Pol. and Hist. Reg. p. 194.
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tance, till the prisoner making an attempt to es-
cape, the party fired at, and killed him: they then
fled to their boat, and proceeded to the American
side. ~Capt. Bennet was tried by a court-martial
for this offence, and acquitted.*

This forcible seizure of a deserter from out of
the British territory by an American officer,
happened just two years subsequent to the affair
of the Leopard and Chesapeake; in which all that
the British officer required was, to have certain
deserters delivered up to him.t How are we to
reconcile the acquittal of captain W. P. Bennet
with the conduct of the American government,
both at the period of the asserted outrage in
the Chesapeake’s case, and five years after-
wards, when it was revived as one of the pre-
texts for declaring war against Great Britain ?>—
Who can help admiring Mr. Madison’s profit-
able versatility, when, in March, 1813, he could
pronounce against us the following specific
charge :—¢¢ They have refused to consider as pri-
soners of war, and threatened to punish as trai-
tors and deserters, persons emigrating without
restraint to the United States: incorporated by
naturalization into our political family, and
fighting uunder the authority of their adopted
country, in open and honerable war, for the
maintenance of its rights and safety™ ?

The charge of exciting the Indians to offensive

* Burdick’s Regr. p. 168. + Jamcs’s Naval Occurr. p. 67.
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measures against the United States, would not
have needed a disavowal, had the system of spo-
liation, so long practised towards those wretched
people, been as well known in Europe as it is in
the British parts of America. The Indians
cannot exist without their hunting grounds:
these are continually cut down, and encroached
upon, by the white borderers. It is true, pur-
chases are sometimes made; but it is not less
true that, where one acre is held by right, ten
acres have been extorted by force. An Indian,—
nomatter upon what provocation,—kills an Ame-
rican citizen; a thousand presses* lend their aid
to spread the exaggerated tale, and the whole
republic is up in arms against the savage and
his tribe. An Ameriean citizen,— out of mere
wantonness, and with as little remorse as if it
were a wild turkey,—shoots a poor Indian : the
yells of thewidowed squaw and her children rend
the air in vain; no publicity is given to the
murder, unless the civilized barbarian may choose
to disclose to his friends that which, he well
knows, they will either treat as a jest, or view
with indifference.

* Scarcely a village in the U. States is without one.
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e CHAPTER T

Description of the Canadian lakes, and the chief

o military posts an their vicinity— Notice of the

.- declaration of war—British regular force in the

. Canadas—Surrender of Fort Michilimacinac—

... Previous hostile preparations on the part of the
American government— Invasion of Upper Ca-
nada by general Hull—Capture of the Ameri-
can Chicago packet—Skirmishes between the Ame-
ricans and Indians— Anecdote of the American
captain M‘Culloch—General Hull’s disappoint-
ment, and his return to the American terr'itb*ry
~—The first battle between the British and Ame-
ricans—Scalps taken by the American militia—
Abandonment of Fort Chicago— General Brock’s
advance to Detroit—The surrender of that im-
portant post, and the whole of the Michigan ter-
ritory—General Hull’s trial—Effects of the loss
of Detroit on the cabinet at Washington—Sir
George Prevost’s impolitic armastice.

A S our Canadian frontier was unfortunately
destined to bear the brunt of the war declared
against us by the United States, it will be assist-
ing the reader to give a brief account of the
towns and military posts distributed along the
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extensive stream of water, through the middle of
which the boundary line runs.

The most remote piece of water on this fron-
tier, worthy of notice, is Lake Superior; a col-
lection of fresh water unequalled by any upon
the face of the globe. Lake Superior is of a tri-
angular form, in length 381, in breadth 161, and
in circumference, 1152 miles. Among its seve-
ral i1slands is one nearly two-thirds as large as
the island of Jamaica; but neither its islands nor
its shores can yet boast of inhabitants. Out of
Lake Superior a very rapid current flows, over
unmense masses of rock, along a channel 27
miles in extent, called St. Mary’s river, into
Lake Huron; at the head of which is the British
island of St. Joseph, containing a small garri-
son. This post is nearly 1700 miles from the
lowest telegraph-station on the St. Lawrence,
and about 2000 miles from its mouth.

Lake Huron is in length from west to east 218,
in breadth 180, and in circumference, through
its numerous curvatures, 812 miles. Except the
island of St. Joseph, and one or two trading
establishments belonging to the north-west com-
pany, the shores of this lake, also, are in astate of
nature,  Lake Michigan is connected with Lake
Huron, at its western angle, by a short and wide
strait; in the centre of which is the island of
Michilimacinac, belonging to the United States.
Thisisland is about nine miles in circumference;
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and, upon some very high ground, has a fort, in
which a garrison is maintained. The distance
from Michilimacinac to St. Joseph’s is 47 miles.

Lake Michigan, which, in length from north
to south, is 262, in breadth 55, and in circum-
ference 731 miles, belongs wholly to the United
States, the boundary line passing from Lake Su-
perior, along the centre of Lake Huron, in a
southerly direction, to the entrance of the river
St. Clair. This river flows for 60 miles, till it
expands into a small circular lake, about 30
miles in diameter, and named after itself. The
beautiful river Thames, in Upper Canada, opens
into Lake St. Clair; from which lake the stream,
as the river Detroit, in width from one to three
miles, and navigable for vessels drawing not more
than 14 feet water, pursues a course of 40 miles
into Lake Erie.

Upon the western side of the river Detroit, is
situate the American town of that name: con-
taining about 200 houses, and, among its pub-
lic buildings, a strong fort and military works.
About three miles below Fort-Detroit, upon the
opposite side of the river, is the British village
of Sandwich, containing about 40 houses; and,
16 miles lower, and within three of the mouth
of the river, is the British village of Ambherst-
burg, containing about 100 houses, and a fort,
where a small garrison is usually stationed, and
where our principal vessels for the service of Lake
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Erie were built. The distance from Quebec to
Amherstburg, by the nearest rout, is 1207 miles.
The American village of Brownstown, stands
opposite to the latter.

Lake Erie, from its south-west end, 1s in length
231, in breadth 64, and in circumference 658
miles. Tts greatest depth of water is between
40 and 45 fathoms; but a very rocky bottom
renders the anchorage unsafe in blowing wea-
ther. Except Amherstburg, the British have no
harbor or naval depét upon Lake Erie; while
the Americans have two or three excellent ones.
Presquile harbor is situate on the southern side
of the lake, not far from the entrance to the
Niagara. It is a safe station, but has a seven-
feet bar at its entrance; as, indeed, have all the
other harbors on this lake. The town, named Erie,
is situate on the south sideof the harbor, and con-
tains about 200 houses, besides several store-
houses, and a dock-yard, at which the Americans
built their Lake Erie fleet. To the eastward
of the town stands a strong battery; and, on
the point of the peninsula forming the har-
bor, a block-house, for the protection of this
naval depét. The Americans have also a strong
battery and a block-house at the mouth of
another harbor, named Put-in-Bay, situate at
the opposite end of the lake. Most of these
works have been constructed since the com-
mencement of the war. The rivers Raisin,

YOL. 1. -
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Sandasky, and Miami, the scenes of important
operations during the war, discharge themselves
into Lake Erie.

On the north-western side of the entranee ‘to
the Niagara river, stands, at a distance of 565
miles from Quebec, the British Fort-Erie;
when the war commenced, without a cannon
mounted upon it, and, at best, a very in-
considerable work ; as may be conceived, when an
"American general can declare that, in July 1814,
it * was in a defenceless condition.”* The word
fort, is, indeed, very vaguely applied through-
out the British provinces, the Canadians usually
calling by that name any building surrounded
by a palisade, as a protection from the Indians;
although not a cannon, perhaps, was ever seen
within miles of thespot. Near to the same out-
let from Lake Erie is Buffaloe creek, on the
border of which stands the American village of
Buffaloe, and beyond it, about two miles, Black
Rock, where there is a battery, and a ferry,
about 800 yards across, to Bertie in Upper
Canada.

The Niagara proceeds, at a quick rate, past
several small, and one large island, called Grand
isle, ten miles long; about two miles below
which, on the American side, and distant two
miles from the falls, is the site of Fort-Schlos-
ser.t At about the same distance from the

* Wilkingon’s Memoirs, Vol. I, p. 64% + See Plate L.
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falls, on the opposite side, standing on the
northern bank of the river Chippeway, is the
British viilage of the same name, distant from
Fort-Erie 17 miles. Chippeway consists chiefly
of store-houses; and near it is a small stockaded
work, called Fort-Chippeway. Atthe distance
of 23 miles from the entrance to the Niagara, is
Goat-island, about half a mile long; and which
extends to the precipice that gives rise to the
celebrated falls. The larger body of water
flows between Upper Canada and Goat-island ;
at the upper end of which the broken water, or
rapids, commence. Here the stream passes on
both sides of the island, over a bed of rocks and
precipices, with astonishing rapidity; till, hav-
ing descended more than 50 feet, in the dis-
tance of half a mile, it falls, on the British side
157, and on the New York side 162, feet. per-
pendicular.*

From the cataract the river is a continued ra-
pid, half a mile in width, for about seven miles,
At this point stand, opposite to each other, the
villages of Queenstown and’ Lewistown.* The
latter, situate upon the American side, con-
tained, till destroyed as a retaliatory measure,
between 40 and 50 houses; the former has still
remaining about 15 houses, with stores for go-
vernment, barracks, wharf, &c. About three
miles from Queenstown, upon the banks of a

# See Plate I.
E 2

i
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stream, called the Four-mile creek, where it
erosses the road leading to the head of Lake
Ontario, is the village of St. David’s; which
contains, or rather did contain till visited by the
Americans, about 40 houses. At about six miles
and a half from Queenstown, near to the river
side, stands the British Fort-George,* constructed
of earthern ramparts, and palisades of dry cedar,
to which a lighted candle would set fire. It
mounted, when the war commenced, no heavier
metal than 9-pounders, and those condemned
for being honey-combed. About half a mile be-
low Fort-George, and close to the borders of
Lake Ontario, is the site of the once beautiful,
once flourishing village of Newark.*

Directly opposite to Newark, upon a neck of
land projecting partly across the mouth of the
river, which is here 875 yards in width, stands the
American fort of Niagara.® It was built by the
French in 1751 ; taken by us in 1759 ; and, along
with several other frontier-posts, ceded to the
United States in 1794 : and, though again taken,
has again been ceded to the same power. Fort-
Niagara, unlike any of the Canadian forts along
that frontier, is a regular fortification, built of
stone, on the land-side, with breast-works, and
every necessary appendage. It mounts between
20 and 30 heavy pieces of ordnance, and con-
tains a furnace for heating shot.

* Sce Plate I.
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The strait of Niagara is about 36 miles in
length; andits shores, on both sides, were, more
or less, the scenes of active warfare during the
whole period of hostilities. Lake Ontario, to
which the strait leads, is in length, from west to
east, 171, in breadth 50, and in circumference
467 miles. The depth of water varies much ; it
being in some places three or four, in other 50
fathoms: towards the centre 300 fathoms of line
have, it is said, not found the bottom. York
harbor lies on the north-side of Lake Ontario;
1s nearly circular, of about a mile and a half in
diameter, and formed by a narrow peninsula
extending to Gibraltar-point, upon which a
block-house has been erected. The town, which
is the infant capital of Upper Canada, is in lat.
48°30'north, and long. 79° 20" west, distant from
Fort-Niagara, by water 30, and by land about
90 miles. The plot of ground marked out for it
extends about a mile and a half along the north-
side of the harbor; but, at present, the number
of houses, a very few of which are of brick or
stone, does not exceed 300. The public build-
ings consist of a government-house, the house of
assembly, a church, court-house, and a gaol,
with numerous stores belonging to government,
The barracks are situate at the distance of two
miles to the westward of the town, and are pro-
tected by asmall battery and two block-houses;
which also serve, aided by the block-house at
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Gibraltar-point, to defend the entrance of the
harbor.

Kingston-harbor is situate at the eastern ex-
tremity of Lake Ontario. It contains good
anchorage in three fathoms water; and is de-
fended by a small battery of 9-pounders on
Mississaga-point, and another, of the same metal
chiefly, on Point Frederick. The town, which
is the largest and most populous in the upper
province, contains about 370 houses; including
several buildings and stores belonging to go-
vernment. Its distance from York is 145, from
Montreal, in an opposite direction, 198, and
from Quebec 378 miles. Opposite to, and dis-
tant about half a mile from the town, is a long
low peninsula, forming the west-side of Navy
Bay, the principal naval depot of the British en
this lake, and where the ships of war were con-
structed.

. Of the American military posts on Lake On-
tario, the principal one is Sackett’s-Harbor,*
distant from Kingston, by the ship-channel, 35
miles. We shall defer any further deseription
of this important post, as well as of several other
American stations upon Lake Ontario, and
along the {rontier to the eastward, until some ac-
tion or military event brings them into notice.
The line of demarkation, travelling all the way
from the upper lakes, enters the river Cataraqui,
* See Plate 11,
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Iroquois, or, as more commonly called, St. Law-
rence; down whose course it proceeds as far as
St. Regis, distant about 109 miles from Kings-
ton, where it strikes, due east across the country,
along the parallel of 45°, till it reaches, at a dis-
tance of 147 miles, the west bank of the river
Connecticut in the United States.

The instant the war became known at New
York, some British merchants of that city des-
patched expresses to Queenstown in Upper, and
Montreal in Lower Canada. According to an
American editor, the Queenstown messenger,
described as a native of Albany, told his coun-
trymen, on the way, that he was proceeding with
‘the news to Fort Niagara; and obtained, in con-
sequence, every facility that money and horses
could afford him. Thas, through private chan-
nels, notice of the war reached Queenstown and
Montreal in six, and Quebec in eight days after
it had been declared ; which was fortunate, as, by
some unaccountable accident, the official notifi-
cation from the British minister at Washington
did not arrive at Quebec till some weeks had
elapsed. At this time, the British regular force
in the Canadas consisted of the S8th, 41st, 49th
and 100th regiments, a small detachment of ar-
tillery, the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion, and the
Canadian, Newfoundland, and Glengary Fen-
cibles; amounting, in the whole, to 4,450 men.
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These were distributed along the different posts
from the telegraph station, about 250 miles be-
low Quebec, to St. Joseph’s, but so unequally
divided, that,in the upper province, whose front
extendsto nearly 1300, out of the 1700 miles, there
were but 1450 men ; and the restricted navigation
of the St. Lawrence, by the time any succours
could arrive from England, left no hopes of a
reinforcement previous to the ensuing summer,
Major-general Brock, the president of Upper
Canada, was at York when the news of war
reached him. He, with his accustomed alacrity,
sent immediate notice of it to lieutenant-colonel
St. George commanding a small detachment of
troops at Amherstburg, and to captain Roberts
commanding part of a company of the 10th R. V.
Battalion at St, Joseph’s. A second despatch to
the last-named officer contained the major-gene-
ral’s orders, that he should adopt the most pru-
dent measures, either for offence or defence.
Captain Roberts, accordingly, on the day suc-
ceeding the arrival of his orders, embarked with
45 officers and men of the 10th Royal Veteran
Battalion, about 180 Canadians, 393 Indians,
and two iron 6-pounders, to attack the Ameri-
can fort of Michilimacinac. This force reached
the island on the following morning. A summons
was immediately sent in ; and the fort of Michili-
macinac, with seven pieces of ordnance, and




GREAT DBRITAIN AND AMERICA. ax

61 officers and privates of the United States
army,* surrendered, by capitulation, without a
drop of blood having been spilt.

The editor of the ‘¢ History of the War,”
while he admits that « every possible prepara-
tion was made by the garrison to resist an attack,”
describes the force under Captain Roberts as
¢ regular troops 46; Canadian militia 260 ; In-
dians 715.” Ilere the regulars are correctly
enumerated ; but their inconsiderable number
taught Dr. Smith a preferable method of stating
the British force. He lumps the whole together
thus :—* regular troops, Canadian militia, and
Indians, amounting to 1,000 men;”’ and omits
not to add, that they were ¢ furnished with every
implement for the complete investment and siege
of the place.”f—Lieatenant Hanks states, that
he ¢ had anticipated” the declaration of war:{
in fact, there is no doubt that he, in common
with the other American commanders at the
posts along the frontier, had been instructed to
expect 1t.

The misunderstanding that bad, for several
vears, subsisted between Great Britain and the
United States, and the recent broils between the
latter and the Indians on the Wabash, had occa-
sioned a considerable augmentation of the mili-

% App. Nos. 1. 2. 3.
+ Hist. of the United States, Vol. IIL. p. 177,
I_ App. NO. 3.
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tary force of the United States. Since early in
the month of May, brigadier-general Hull had
been despatched with a force to the north-west ;
and was invested with discretionary powers to
invade Canada from Detroit, immediately on
receiving intelligence of the war, then resolved
to ‘be declared against Great Britain. This
army, 2,500 strong, arrived at Detroit on the
5th of July, to be in readiness for the contem-
plated invasion.

Every preparation having been made, not
emitting a proclamation to the Canadians,* sent
purposely from Washington, the embarkation of
the troops took place on the 12th. The army
landed on the opposite or Canadian side of the
Det‘roit; and, after a short cannonade, took
possession of the defenceless village of Sandwich,
situate about two miles within the province.
The few militia, there stationed, had previously
retired, carrying with them the most valuable
of the stores, to Amherstburg.t

Lieutenant-colonel St. George,inspecting field-
officer of the district, commanded at this post;
having under his orders a subaltern’s detachment
of artillery, about 100 of the 41st regiment, 300
militia, and about 150 Indiaus, under Tecumseh.
The timely notice of the war, sent by major-
general Brock, enabled the lieutenant-colonel,
early in July, to intercept, as she was entering

* App. No. 4. + Sec p. 48.
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Detroit river, the American Chicago packet,
having on board the baggage and hospital stores,
and an officer and 30 men, of general Hull’s
army.

Instead of proceeding against Amherstburg,
which would have fallen an easy prey to so
powerful a force, and proved an important ac-
quisition to the American cause, general Hull
remained in the neighbourhood of Sandwich,
carrying on an excursive war by detached parties,
and, through them, occasionally reconnoitring
the British outposts in the neighbourhoed.

A company of the British 41st regiment,
about 60 militia, and a party of Indians, being
posted mear a bridge, crossing the river Adux
Canards, four miles from Amberstburg, an Ame-
rican reconnoitring party, consisting of about
300 men.,* under colonel Cass, advanced, on the
15th of July, to a plane, distant about a mile
from the bridge. To induce the Americans to
approach the position occupied by the British
regulars and militia, 150 Indians were sent across
the bridge. A company of American riflemen, -
concealedin a wood that skirted the plane, im-
mediately fired upon the Indians, killing one,
and wounding two. After scalping the dead
Indian, the American force was no more seen.
Not a musket was fired by the Indians, nor were
the regulars or militia in any way engaged ; yet

* Ilist of the War, p. 37. :
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an American editor trumps up a story of colonel
Cass having * driven the 41st regiment and
some Indians more than half a mile, when the
darkness of the night made farther progress
hazardous ;”’ and adds :—*¢ The colonel was con-
tent to possess the bridge and some adjoining
houses until morning, when, after reconnoitring
the neighbourhood, and not finding the enemy,
he commenced his return to the camp at Sand-
wich.”* - '

On the 19th a second reconnoitring party,
consisting of 150 men of the Ohio volunteers,
and a detachment of artillery, with two pieces of
cannon, under the command of colonel M*‘Ar-
thur, returned to the ground abandoned by
colonel Cass ; but who, with 100 men, soon after-
wards joined M‘Arthur’s detachment.* Of a
small look-out party of the 41st regiment, sent
across the very bridge, which colonel Cass had
been ¢ content to possess,” but too much flur-
ried to destroy, two privates, who behaved like
noble fellows, were wounded and taken pri-
soners. - Upon the bridge the British had two
light field-pieces, with the fire from which they
disabled one of the American guans, and drove
the Americans into the plane : but were too in-
fertor in force to pursue them. The American
editor, concealing thatany artillery was engaged
on his side, has multiplied the British guns from

* Sketches of the War, p. 22. ’
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two to six, and, in despite of distance and shoal
water, brought to the spot the British ship
“ Queen Charlette, of 20 guns.”* After stating
that ¢¢ the chief, Tecumseh, celebrated for his
dexterity with the tomahawk and rifle, was at
the head of the Indians,” Mr. Thomson gravely
pronounces * the escape of M‘Arthur and his
companions” as ‘“ truly miraculous,”*

The American general, in expectation that
150 Ohio volunteers, under the command of
captain Brush, were waiting at the river Raisin,
36 miles off, with a quantity of provisions for
the army, despatched major Vanhorne, with 200
men,} to meet and escort the reinforcement to
its destination. Fortunately, the major encoun-
tered, on his second day’s march, near Browns-
town, 70 Indians, under the brave Tecumseh, in
ambuscade. The latter fired, and, according to
the American accounts, killed twenty men, in-
cluding captains M‘Culloch, Bostler, Gilcrease,
and Ubry; and wounded nine. Tecumseh and
his 70 Indians, with the loss of only one man
killed, drove these 200 Americans before them,
for seven miles, and took possession of the mail
they were escorting. When the American force
first appeared in sight, Tecumseh sent an express
to the river Aux Canards, for captain Muir and
his company. DBut captain Muir had been de-

# Sketches of the War, p. 23. + Hist. of the War, p. 40.
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tached, across the river, to a spot three miles be-
yond Amherstburg. Being relieved by captain
Mockler of the Newfoundland Fencibles, captain
Muir hastened back ; and, re-crossing the river,
arrived at Brownstown just as the affair ended.
Not a white man was engaged; yet have the
American editors magnified Tecumseh’s little
party into ‘“a very superior force of regulars
and Indians.” One editor says, ‘“ The whole
detachment retreated in great disorder, and
could not, by any exertion of major Van Horn,
be rallied;” another says, ¢ they fled with
precipitation ;” and a third editor, and he who
alone has, in direct contradiction to the official
account,* ventured to reduce major Vanhorn’s
command to ¢ 150 men,” says: —‘ To the
Americans the odds were fearful, but, after an
obstinate resistance, they succeeded in making
an orderly reireat.”t Here is confusion !
Among the numerous anecdotes which contri-
bute to fill the pages of the American histories,
the following most authentic one no where ap-
pears.—In the pocket of captain M<Culloch, of
the Americanarmy, killed in this affair with the
Indians, was found a letter addressed to his wife,
in which this humane individual, this officer of
3 nation vaunting itself to the world as a pattern
of civilization, states that, on the 15th of July,
* App. No. 9. 1 Sketches of the War, p. 25.
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he killed an Indian,* and had the pleasure of
tearing the scalp from the head of the savage with
his teeth '—We may presume that, had this ex-
ploit been performed in December instead of
July, the bloody trophy itself would have been
found in the other pocket, ready to accompany
the letter, as a still more delectable present to
the American lady.

The fall of Michilimacinac had, to use ge-
neral Hull’s language, “opened the northern
hive of Indians” wupon him; and he was in-
duced, from his fears, greatly to magnify * the
reinforcements from Niagara” that had been
sent to colonel Proctor, who had succeeded
lieutenant-colonel St. George, at Amherstburg.
But the worst of all was, that the general’s pro-
clamation, * so well calculated to inspire confi-
dence, and secure the friendship of the Cana-
dians,”t no longer produced its effect. The
promised * protection to persons, property, and
rights,” was fulfilled in a way that taught the
subjects of Canada what reliance they could
place upon republican faith. The inhabitants
received from their ¢ brethren” worse treatment
than the most ferocious enemy could inflict.
This, by degrees, opened their eyes; and, as
the American general deplores, ‘“ the desertion
of the (Canadian) militia ceased.” Much of

* See p. 59. + IHist. of the War, p. 36.
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general Hull’s disappointment, no doubt, arose
from the salutary effects of the counter-procla-
mation*, which general Brock, on the 22d of
July, issued at Fort-George. These ¢ untoward”
circumstdances combined to relieve the upper
province from the tread of the invaders. The
general and his powerful army, except 250
infantry and a corps of artillerists, left in a
small fortress on the banks a little below De-
troit, re-crossed the river during the night of
the 7th of August, and, by day-break next
morning, were safely encamped at Detroit; thus
“ shamefully leaving to their fate,” says Mr.
O’Connor, inthe height of his indignation against
general Hull, ¢ the Canadians who had joined
the American standard.”

The communication which had been opened
by the American army, between Raisin and their
present post, was shut up by the Indians. It
was deemed indispensably requisite that it should
be re-opened, or the provisions at that river
could never reach the garrison; which, in a few
days, would be in want of subsistence. Ac-
cordingly, 600 men,} under the command of
lieutenant-colonel Miller, accompanied by a
detachment of artillery with two six-pounders,
were immediately sent upon that service, Upon
the lheutenant-colonel’s arrival at Maguaga,

* App. No. 5. 1 Sketches of the War, p. 40.
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about 14 miles from Detroit, and four from
Brownstown, he fell in with 75 men of the 41st
regiment, 60 militia, 120 Indians under Tecum-
seh, stationed on the left of the militia, and 70
Indians from the lake, under Caldwell, on the
right of the regulars: the whole under the com-
mand of captain Muir of the 41st. This force
one American editor has augmented to 200 regu-
lars and 500 Indians, in order that he might
make it “ more than one-third superior” to his
own, which he has, in his old way, reduced below
the number stated in the official account. Nor
is there 2 word of the two 6-pounders.

Here the first trigger was pulled between the
British and Americans in the late war. The
firing commenced on our side; and, very soon
afterwards, the whole of the lake Indians fled.
This gave an opportunity to the American troops
to outflank the British regulars ; who, to prevent
being surrounded by four times their number,
retired, but, 1n such order, that the Americans
did not attempt to follow, contenting themselves
with firing a few distant shots. The British drew
up again, at a parrow way, within half a mile of
the scene of action, intending to dispute the
epemy’s passage, but he advanced no further.
The British lost three men killed, captain Muir,
licutenant Sutherland, (since dead,) and 10 men
wounded. The Americans have stated the In-
dian loss at 100 killed, and their own at 83

VOL, I. ¥ ;
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killed and wounded. Colonel Miller, com.
pletely frustrated in his design by the trifling
force opposed to him, returned to Detroit the
following night.

It is perfectly consistent, that the American
editor who can make so free with his own
official accounts when they are not sufficiently
" extravagant, should here boast of a victory;
but who expected he would resort to the silly
expedient of representing the British regulars
as almost naked, and frightfully painted, send-
ing forth such dreadful whoops and yells, as
« might have appalled almost any other troops,”*
than those, whom Mr. Thomson afterwards dig-
nifies with the title of ¢ heroes of Brownstown.”
This ridiculous stuff would excite our laughter,
but that feelings of disgust and indignation are
suddenly called forth by a paragraph in the
«¢ National Intelligencer’’, (the American govern-
ment-paper, ) stating that, * when the American
militia returned to Detroit from the battle of
Brownstown, they bore triumphantly on the
points of their bayonets between 30 and 40
fresh scalps, which they had taken on the field.”

The American captain Brush, who was still
waiting at the river Raisin for an escort, re-
ceived orders to remain, and defend himself at
that place, or to proceed by an upper route,
crossing the river Huron; whither the militia

* Sketches of the War, p. 27.
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of Raisin had been ordered to attend him.
On the evening of the 13th, general Hull
despatched colonels M¢Arthur and Cass, with
400* of their most effective men, by an upper
route through the woods, toform a junction with
captain Brush, and to assist in the transportation
of the provisions.

On the same day that the battle of Maguaga
took place, captain Heald, the American com-
mander at Fort-Chicago, near the head of Lake
Michigan, received orders to abandon his posi-
tion. Accordingly, on the 15th, after deliver-
ing to the friendly Indians, in conformity to his
instructions, all the goods in the factory, and
such provisions as could not be taken away, and
destroying all the surplus arms and ammunition,
he commenced his march, with 54 regulars and
12 militia, and was escorted by captain Wells,
of Fort-Wayne, and a few Indians of the Mi-
ami tribe, sent thither for that purpose. The
Americans were afterwards met by ahostile band
of Indians, attacked, defeated with great slaugh-
ter, and made prisoners. Captain Heald and
his lady fortunately effected their escape; and,
says one American account, ‘‘ procured a eon-
veyance to Michilimacinac, where they were
politely received by the commandant, captain
Roberts.” Mrs. Heald, it appears, was wonnded
by six, and her husband by two shots.

# App. No. 9.
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General Brock had just arrived at Forts
George from York, when he heard of general
Hull’s invasion. It was his intention to attack,
and there is no doubt he would have carried,
Fort-Niagara; but, sir George Prevost not hav-
ing sent him any official account of the war,
nor any order to guide his proceedings, the ge-
neral was restrained from acting aecording to
the dictates of his judgment, and the natural
energy of his mind. After issuing a proclama-
tion, to defeat the object of that circulated by
general Hull, general Brock returned to York,
to meet the legislature of Upper Canada ; which,
on account of the war; he had called together
for an extra-session. This session was short;
and, on the 5th of August, the general again left
York, for Fort-George, and for Long-point on
Lake Erie. On the 8th he embarked at the
latter place, with 40 rank and file of the 41st
regiment, and 260 of the militia forces; leaving
* the important command on the Niagara frontier
to his’quarter-master-general, lieutenant-colonel
Myers, an able and intelligent officer.

General Brock and his little party landed safe
at Amherstburg on the evening of the 12th;
when that enterprising officer lost not a moment,
but, with the reinforcement he procured at
this place, pushed on for Sandwich. Here
he found that the Americans had evacunated and
destroyed a small fort which they had con-
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strucled soon after their arrival. On the morn-
ing of the 15th general Brock sent across a flag
of truce, with a summons, demanding the im-
mediate surrender of the garrison: to which an
answer was returned, that ¢ the town and fort
would be defended to the last extremity.”” That
being the case, at four o’clock in the afternoon,
the British batteries, which had been constructed
for one 18-pounder, two 12-pounders, and two
53 inch howitzers, opened upon the enemy, and
continued to throw their shells into the fort
until midaight. One shell killed three or four
officers, and produced great alarm in the garri-
son. The fire was returned by seven 24-poun-
ders, but without the slightest effect.

At day-light the next morning the firing re-
commenced ; and the major-general, taking with
him 30 of the royal artillery, 250 of the 41st re-
giment, 50 of the Royal Newfoundland regi-
ment, and 400 militia, crossed the river, and
landed at Spring-well, a good position, three
miles west of Detroit. The Indians, 600 in
number, under the brave Tecumseh, had effected
their landing two miles below ; and they imme-
diately occupied the woods about a mile and a
half on the left of the army. The direction of
the batteries on the opposite shore had, in the
mean time, been left to an intelligent officer.

At about 10 o’clock the troops advanced, in a
close column, 12 in front, along the bank of the
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river towards the fort, and halted at about a
mile distant: by which time, the Indians had
penetrated the enemy’s camp. When the head
of the British ecolumn had advanced to within
a short distance of the American line, general
Hull, and the troops under his command, re-
treated to the fort, without making any use of
two 24-pounders, advantageously posted on an
eminence, and loaded with grape-shot.

Just as the British were about to commence
the attack, a white flag was seen suspended from
the walls of the fort. So unexpected a measure
caused general Brock to despatch an officer in
front, to ascertain the fact. Shortly afterwards’
the capitulation® was signed ; and the fort of
Detroit, its ordnance and military stores, a fine
vessel in the harbor, the whole north-western
army, including the -detached parties, also the
immense territory of Michigan,itsfortified posts,
garrisons, and inhabitants, were surrendered to
the British arms.

General Brock permitted the American volun-
teers and militia to return to their homes, but
sent general Hull and the principal part of the
American regulars to Montreal ; whence they
were afterwards removed to Quebee. Afterissu-
ing a proclamation,| announe¢ing to the inhabi-
tants of Michigan, the cession of that territory
to the arms of his Britannic majesty, and after

* App. Nos. 6 and 7. + Ibid. No. 8.
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placing colonel Proctor in command of the fort
at Detroit, general Brock hastened back to Fort-
George; which place he reached on the 24th of
the same month.

The editor of the ¢ Sketches of the War” states
the force of general Hull to have been, at muster
on the morning of the surrender, 1060 men, ex-
clusive of the detachments of *“350” regulars,
and 300 Michigan militia then out on duty.
Having already convicted Mr. Thomson of under-
rating the American force, even in the teeth of
his own official accounts, it would be an over-
strained concession to place implicit reliance
uponthe accuracy of hisnumbers. However,todo
no more than add 50 to his *“ 350 men,” detached
under colonels Cass and M‘Arthur, and who,
on the day of the surrender, had, in pursuance of
fresh orders, returned in sight of the fort and
‘“ were accidentally thrown into a situation, the
best for annoying and cutting off’ the retreat of
the British army,”* the force under general Hull
would amount to 1760 men; of whom 1060 at
least, were entrenched in a superior position,
under the protection of a fort, mounting 33
pieces of ordnance, including nine 24-pounders.
General Hull, in his letter states, that the <“whole
effective force at his disposal did not exceed 800
men.” But effective is a very vague term: it
may include the not willing, as well as the not

# Sketches of the War, p. 31.
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able to fight. Nor, is it probable, that his'sick
amounted to 260, or to half the number ; other-
wise the American historians would have taken
advantage of the circumstance.

It was nataral for general Hull to magnify the
British force; which he did to an extent that
enabled him, assisted by the previous dimin ution
of his own, to urge to his government the ¢ great
inequality” between the two armies. Mr. Thom-
son, however, has exerted himself, as success-
fully in the one, as he had in the other case,
to disprove the general’s assertion. Without
answering for the authenticity of the alleged
document, or the purity of the channel through
which it reached Mr. Thomson, here follows a
statement, purporting to be taken from the re-
‘turn of major-general Brock’s quarter-master-
general :

" British regulars, infantry and artillery, 382
Indians, principally Chippeways, Hurons,} 636
and Putawatamies,
Il\iilitia, L in_‘regu]ar uniform,” or, rather, in } e
coats and jackets of all colours and shapes,

Total, 1394%
The best evidence that these figures are cor-
rectly transcribed, is the trifling amount by
which they exceed the round numbers stated in
major-general Brock’s despatch. Were it not for
that, we should be warranted in relying upon

* Sketches of the War, p. 33.
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the American colonel Cass’s letter, published
in the ¢¢ National Intelligencer.” He says:—
I have been informed by colonel Findlay, who
saw the return of their quarter-master-general,
the day after the surrender, that their whole
force, of every description, white, red,and black,
was 1080.” In another part of his letter the
colonel says:—*‘ | was informed by general Hull,
the morning after the capitulation, that the Bri-
tish forces consisted of 1800 regulars, and that he
surrendered to prevent the effusion of human
blood. That he magnified their regular force
nearly five-fold, there can be no doubt.”—Ex-
cept to blame general Hull for ¢ the folly and
ruin of crowding 1100 men into a little work,
which 300 could fully man,” the editor of the
¢¢ History of the United States™ has not touched
upon the force of either party, in his brief notice
of the surrender of Detroit.

No account of ordnance-stores found in the
fort appears in the British official returns, for
which a reason is there assigned. The editor of
the ¢¢ Sketches of the War,” satisfies us that there
was no deficiency in this respect, by stating, that
the American troops had, among their stores,
¢« 400 rounds of 24-pound shot, already fixed ;
about 100000 cartridges made up ; 40 barrels of
powder; and 2500 stauds of armg”*

One reason for general Brock’s marching so

* Sketches of the War, p. 30. 31.
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comparatively small a force against Detroit, was
a deficiency of arms wherewith to equip the
Upper Canada militia. Many of the latter
were obliged, in consequence, to remain behind ;
and even the arms that had been distributed
among their companions, were of the very worst
quality : so that general Hull’s *“ 2500 stands of
arms,” which were, indeed, of the very best
quality, became a valuable acquisition. The
success that attended this first enterprise in
which the militia had been called upon to act,
produced an electrical effect throughout the two
provinces. It inspired the timid, settled the
wavering, and awed the disaffected ; of which
latter there were many. It also induaced the
Six Nations of Indians, who had hitherto kept
aloof, to take an active part in our favor.

So determined appears Mr. Thomson’shostility
towards general Hull, that he declares the Ameri-
can commander surrendered ‘“to a body of troops
inferior in qualily as well as number.” Upon
what ground that assertion is made, other than
the superior gallantry displayed by the Ameri-
ican troops in the few skirmishes already re-
corded, no where appears; and how widely diffe-
rent were the sentiments of the commander of
those nferior troops, Mr. Thomson has made
known to us ip his preceding page. ¢ When,”
says he, ¢ general Brock said, that the force at
his disposal authorized him to require the sur-
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render, he must have had a very exalted opinion
of the prowess of his own soldiers, or a very mis-
taken one of the ability of those, who were com-
manded by the American general.”’*

Brigadier-general Hull was afterwards ex-
changed for 30 British prisoners; and his trial
commenced at Aibany on the 5th of January, and
ended on the 8th of March,1814. The particulars
may not be uninteresting, and are therefore ex-
tracted from the pages of Mr. O’Connor’s book :

“ Three charges were presented against him ;
to wit, treason against the United States; cow-
ardice ; and mneglect of duty, and unofficer-like
conduct—to all which he pleaded Not Guilty.—
The general having protested against the com-
petency of the court to try the first charge, the
court declined making any formal decision on it ;
but yet gave an opinion that nothing appeared
to them which could justify the charge.

¢ The court acquitted him of that part of the
third specification, which charges him with
having forbidden the American artillery to fire
on the enemy, on their march towards the said
Fort-Detroit, and found him guilty of the first,
second part of the third, and the fourth speci-
fications. On the third charge, the court found
the accused guilty of neglect of duty, in omit-
ting seasonably to inspect, train, exercise, and
order the troops under his command, or cause

- * Sketches of the War, p. 32.
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the same to be done. They also found him
guilty of part of the fourth and fifth specifica-
tions, and the whole of the sixth and seventh ;
and acquitted him of the second and third, and
part of the fourth and fifth specifications.

“ The court sentenced the said brigadier-
general William Hull, to be shot to death, two-
thirds of the court concurring in the sentence ;
but, in consideration of his revolutionary ser-
vices, and his advanced age, recommended him
to the mercy of the president of the United
States. The president approved the sentence,
remitted the execution, aud ordered the name
of general Hull to be erased from the list of the
army.*—It 1s an undoubted fact, that most of
general Hull’s lenzent judges had, during the war,
either run from, or been beaten by, a British
force, much inferior to theirs. As their best ex-
cuse, we can only suppose, that the sentence of
death was understood to be a mere form to save
appearances ; in short, that the president of the
United States had pledged himself not to con-
firm it. ,

The chagrin felt at Washington, when news
arrived of the total failure of this the first at-
tempt at invasion, was in proportion to the san-
guine hopes entertained of its success. To what
a pitch of extravagance those hopes had been car-
ried, cannot better appear than in two speeches

* History of the War, page 215.
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delivered upon the floor of congress, in the sum-
mer of 1812. Dr. Eustis, the secretary at war
of the United States, said :—** We can take the
Canadas without soldiers ; we have only to send
officers into the provinces, and the people, dis-
affected towards their own government, will
rally round our standard.’” The honorable
Henry Clay seconded his friend, thus:— It 1s
absurd to suppose we shall not succeed in our
enterprize against the enemy’s provinces. We
have the Canadas as much under cur command as
she (Great Britain) has the ocean; and the way
to conquer her on the ocean is to drive her from
the land. I am not for stopping at Quebec, or
any where else; but I would take the whole
continent from them, and ask them no favors.
Her fleets cannot then rendezvous at Halifax as
now ; and, having no place of resort in the
north, cannot infest our coast as they have lately
done. It is as easy to conquer them on the land,
as their whole navy would conquer ours on the
ocean. We must take the continent from them.
I wish mever to see a peace tll we do. God has
given us the power and the means: we are to
blame if we do mnot use them. If we get the
continent, she must allow us the freedom of the
”  This is the gentleman who, afterwatrds,
in the character of a commissioner, —and it

sed.

stafds as a record of his unblushing apostacy,—
signed the treaty of peace.
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Upon major-general Brock’s arrival at Fort-
George, he first heard of that most impolitic
armistice, which, grounded on a letter from sir
George Prevost to major-general Dearborn, had
been concluded between the latter and colonel
Baynes, sir George’s adjutant-general. It pro-
vided that neither party should act offensively
before the decision of the American govern-
ment was taken on the subject. To the cir-
cumstance of the despatch announcing the event,
not having reached the gallant Brock, before he
had finished the business at Detroit, may the
safety of the Canadas, in a great measure, be
attributed. The armistice was already suffi-
ciently injurious. It paralized the efforts of that
active officer; who had resolved, and would
doubtless have succeeded, in sweeping the Ame-
rican forces from the whole Niagara line. It
enabled the Americans to recover from their con-
sternation, to fortify and strengthen their own,
and to accumulate the means of annoyance along
the whole of our frontier. It sent nearly 800
of our Indian allies, in disgust, to their homes.
It admitted the free transport of the enemy’s
ordnance-stores and provisions, by Lake On-
tario; which gave increased facility to all his
subsequent operation in that quarter.
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CHAPTER 1II.

Termination of sir G. Prevost’s armistice—State
of the American army on the Niagara-frontier
—Capture of the Detroit and Caledonia—
American plan of wnvasion developed—Its de-
rangement—~False ntelligence of « deserter—
Avrdor of the American troops—Attack on
Queenstown resolved upon—-First altempt  at
crossing the riwer foiled—Success of second at-
tempt—Gallant resistance of the British—Ar-
rival of mutual remnforcements—Death of gene-
ral Brock—Surrender of the American army—
Altered behaviour of the American troops at
Lewistown— American misrepresentation exposed
—Bombardment between Fort-George and Fort-
Niagara—DBrief sketch of general Brock’s life
and character.

LT is now time to attend to the operations of
the British and American forces confronting
each other along the Niagara-line. The pre-
sident of the United States, as might have
been expected, refused to ratify the armistice
which had been agreed upon between sir
George Prevost, through his adjutant-general
colonel Baynes, and major-general Dearborn ;
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and directed six day’s notice of the recommence-
ment of hostilities to be given by the command-
ing generals. The American government had
made a proper usé of the short period of suspen-
sion; and, when the 8th of September, the day
for active operatidns, arrived, a strong force,
well supplied with provisions, and styled ‘¢ the
army of the centre,” had assembled on the
borders of the Niagara-river,

This army, commanded by major-general Van
Rensselaer of the New York militia, consisted,
according to American official returns, of 5206
men ;¥ exolusive of 300 field and light artillery,
800 of the 6th, 13th, and 23d regiments, at Fort-
Niagara ; making a total of 6300 men. Of this
powerful force, 1650 regulars, under the com-
mand of brigadier-general Smyth, were at Black
Rock ;+ 386 militia at the latter place and
Buffaloe; and 900 regulars, and 2270 militia,
at Lewistown, distant from Black Rock 28 miles.
So that, including the 1100 men at Fort Niagara,
the Americans had, along 36 miles of their fron-
tier, a force of 6300 men; of whom nearly two
thirds were regular troops; while the British,
along their line from Fort-George, where ma-
jor-general Sheaffe commanded, to Fort-Erie,
whither major-general Brock had just pro-
ceeded, could not muster 1200 men ; nearly half
of whom were militia.

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 580. + See plate L.
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Although not strictly a military enterprise,
the capture, in ten minutes, of two British
“ brigs of war, well-armed, and anchored
under the protection of Fort-Erie,”* by two
American row-boats, without any artillery, is
an event of too extraordinary a nature, not to
require an investigation. At the surrender of
Detroit, we got possession of the United States’
brig Adams, of about 200 tons, and mounting
six 6-pounders. The prize (afterwards named
the Detroit) and the north-west company’s brig
Caledonia, of about 90 tons, and mounting two
swivels, were required to convey some of the
American prisoners to Fort-Erie. A party of
militia and Canadian sailors, in number 50,
embarked for that purpose on board the Detroit,
having in charge 30 American prisoners. This
vessel carried, also, well-packed in hér hold, a
considerable quantity of small-arms, part of the
spoils taken with general Hull. The Caledonia
had her own crew of 12 men ; to whose care were
entrusted 10 American prisoners. She had on
board a valuable cargo of furs, valued by the
American editors at about 150,000 dollars. The
author of the “ Sketches of the War,” ludi-
crously enough, styles these two vessels ““ well-
appointed,” or, in other words, well-manned
and officered. He, next, unpacking all the cases,
and distribating the arms, declares that the ves-

* History of the United States, Vol. I1L. p. 191,

VGL. 1. G
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sels were ¢ supplied with blunderbusses, pistols,
cutlasses, boarding-pikes, and battle-axes.” *

- On the morning of the 8th of October, the
two Vvessels approached, and anchored off Fort-
Erie, the place of their destination ; but whieh,
being still without guns, could afford them no
‘¢ protection” whatever. Lieutenant Jesse El-
liott, of the United States’ navy, was, at this
time, at Black Rock, superintending the equip-
ment of some schooners, lately purchased for
the service of Lake Erie. Having just re-
ceived a supply of 50 seamen from New York,
he borrowed the same number of infantry and
artillery from general Smyth ;* and, embarking
the whole in two large boats, was alongside of
the British brigs at about three hours before day-
light on the morning succeeding their arrival.
Joined by the prisoners, the Americans num-
bered 140; their opponents 68. Yet doctor
Smith calls the capture of these vessels *‘ a very
gallant achievement;” and he has taken care to
make his account almest warrant the assertion.
After the capture, lieutenant Elliott succeeded
in getting the Caledonia close under the bat-
teries at Black Rock ; but was compelled, hy a
well-directed shot or two from the Canada-shore,
to run the Detroit upon Squaw Island. Almest
unmedmtely afterwards, a detachment of the2d
United States’ regiment of artillery, with four

* Sketches of the War, p. 43.
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field-pieces, landed on the island; and a com-
pany of the 5th regiment soon followed. Itwas
in vain for a subaltern’s detachment of the 49th,
which had been sent from Fort-Erie, to offer any
resistance; although the British had contrived
to set fire to the brig, previous to the arrival of
the American troops. The latter completed the
destruction, both of the vessel, and of the greater
part of her stores. But for the defensive mea-
sures, to which sir George Prevost had limited
major-general Brock, this active officer would
have destroyed those very schooners, for whose
equipment, as men of war, lieutenant Elliott and
his men had been sent from below; and, by so
doing, have brought about consequences, far
more important than the safety of the two brigs.
With so many troops under his command, ge-
neral Van Rensselaer very naturally felt anxious
to give a briiliant close to the campaign; the
rather, as the national character had been de-
graded, in the eyes of all, by the tame surrender
of general Hull and his army. A second inva-
sion of Canada was, therefore, resolved upon ;
and, if the reader will take the trouble to turn to
Plate 1, we will endeavour to explain the plan of
attack, as since promulgated by an American
general-officer. A road (M M) had been cut, by
general Van Rensselaer’s orders, from his camp
at Lewistown (B), six miles through a wood to
(N), at Four-mile creek ; where lay, ready for
G 2
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service, sixty batteaux. From this creek it is
four miles and a half, by water, to Fort-George;
the whole way under a high bank, which conceals
the boats until they turn Niagara-point. The
ground at Queenstown and Lewistown is so much
elevated, that it may be called a mountain. It
forms an immense platform, and overlooks every
part of the plane below, to its termination at the
banks of the Ontario. Consequently, every
movement by major-general Sheaffe at Fort-
George, and by the commanding officer at Fort-
Niagara, would be under major-general Van
Rensselaer’s eye. It was the general’s intention
that brigadier-general Smyth, and his 1650 re-
gulars, should march, by the road (M M), to the
mouth of the Four-mile creek ; there to wait in
readiness for embarking at a moment’s notice.
Queenstown was then to be attacked by the
troops under the immediate command of general
Van Rensselaer; and, as the only force, there sta-
tioned, was known to be two companies of the
49th regiment, and a small detachment of mi-
litia, no doubt was entertained about the town's
being immediately carried, as well as the small
battery on the heights. These operations,
within hearing of Fort-George, could net fail to:
draw forth the garrison to sustain the postof
Queenstown, and, if possible, to repel the inva-
ders. The instant the British column was ob-
served to-be in motion, general Smyth was to be
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signalled to embark at the creek; and, so soon
as the British reached Queenstown, he was to
be ordered, by a courier, to attack Fort-George;
which, being deprived of its garrison, would, it
was expected, make but a vain resistance.”

The American general Smyth’s backwardness,
or some other cause, not made public, deranged
the above most excellent plan of attack. In the
mean while, the capture of ¢ the two British
brigs of war” near Fort-Erie had spread an ir-
resistible ardor for conquest throughout the
American army. The troops declared they
“ must have orders to act, or, at all hazards, they
would go home.”f  About this time, some wag
of a deserter came running into the American
camp, with information, that general Brock had
suddenly proceeded to the westward with the
greater part of his troops, to repel general Har-
rison’s attempt at Detroit. The thing was cre-
dited ; the troops were absolutely furious; and
the general himself concluded he had just hit the
nick of time for getting possession of the penin-
sula, by a more direct road than that he had
cut through the woods,—a mere traverse across
the river to Queenstown. Accordingly, at three
o’clock on the morning of the 11th of October,
his eager troops were gratified by advancing to
the river-side. ~Experienced boatmen had been
provided, and a skilful officer, Jieutenant Sim,

# Wilkinson’s Memoirs, Vol, 1. p. 571. + App. No. 11,
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sent in a boat a-head ; but the latter played his
countrymen a trick, and ran away; exposing
them to a tremendous north-east storm, which
continued unabated for 28 hours, and deluged
the whole camp.*

All this drenching contributed nothing to
allay the ardor of American soldiers. Invade
Canada they would ; and general Van Rensselaer
resolved to carry the British works at Queens-
town, before day, on the morning of the 12th.
Thirteen boats were provided, and the embarka-
tion was to take place in the following order:
—Colonel S. Van Rensselaer, the commanding
officer, with 300 militia, and lieutenant-colonel
Christie, with 300 regulars; lieutenant-colonel
Fenwick and major Mullany, to follow, with
about 530 regular troops, and some pieces of
flying artillery ; and then the militia. It was
intended that the embarkation of the regulars
and militia should be simultaneous, as far as
the boats would suffice to receive them; but,
having to descend the bank by a narrow path
which had been cut out of it, the regular troops
got possession of the boats to the exclusion of the
militia; and the latter were ordered to follow in
the return-boats. |

The only DBritish batteries from whlch the
troops could be annoyed in the passage; were
one, mounting an 18-pounder, upon Queenstown-

* App. No. 11. + Wilkinson’s Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 578.
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heights (G), and another, mounting a 24-pound
carronade, situate a little below the town (L).
The river at Queenstown is scarcely a quarter
of a mile in width, and the point chosen for
crossing (O) was not fully exposed to either
of the British batteries; while the American
batteries of two 18 and two 6-pounders (H), and
the two 6-pounder field-pieces brought up by
lieutenant-colonel Scott, completely commanded
every part of the opposite shore, from which mus-
ketry could be effectual in opposing a landing.
With these important advantages the troops em-
barked; but, a grape-shot striking the boat
in which lieatenant-colonel Christie was, and
wounding him in the hand, the pilot and beat-
men became so alarmed, that they suffered the
boat to fall below the point of landing, and were
obliged, in consequence, to put back. Two other
boats did the same. The remaining ten, with
225 regulars,* besides officers, including the
commander of the expedition, colonel Van Rens--
selaer, struck the shore; and, after disembark-
ing the men, returned for more troops. |

The only force at Queenstown consisted of the
two flank companies of the 49th regiment, and
a small detachment of militia; amoeunting, in
all, to about 300 rank and file. Of these about
60, taken from the 49th grenadiers and captain
Hatt’s company of militia, having in charge

* Wilkinson’s Memoirs, Vol. k. p. 573.



88 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

a 3-pounder, advanced, at four o’clock in the
morning, with captain Dennis of the 49th at
their head, towards the river; near to which
colonel Van Rensselaer had formed his men; to
await the arrival of the next boats. = A well-di-
rected and warmly continued fire killed and
wounded several American officers and pri-
vates, including, among the wounded, colonel
Van Rensselaer and three captains; and drove the
Americans behind a steep bank, close to the
water’s edge. In the meantime, a fresh supply of
troops had effected a landing ; and remained, with
the others, sheltered behind the bank ; whenee
they returned the fire of the British, killing one
man, and wounded four. The remaining sub-.
divisions of the 49th grenadiersand of the militia-
company had now joined captain Deunis; and
the 49th light infantry, under captain Williams,
with captain Chisholm’s company of militia, sta-
tioned on the brow of the hill, were firing down
upon the invaders.

. Of five or six boats that attempted to ]and a
body of American regulars under major Mullany,
one was destroyed by a shot from the hill-battery,
commanded by lieutenant Crowther of the 4ist:
regiment ; two others were captured: and. the
remainder,foiled in their object, returned to tlie
American side. = Day-light appeared ; and; at
the same instant, general Brock arrived at the
hill-battery.from Fort-George. Observing the
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strong reinforcements that were crossing over,
the general instantly ordered captain Williams
to descend the hill, and support captain Dennis.
No sooner were captain Williams and his men
seen to depart, than the Americans formed the
resolution of gaining the heights. Accordingly,
60 American regulars,* headed by captain Wool,
and accompanied by major Lush, a volunteer,
also by a captain, six lientenants, and an ensign
of the 13th regiment, ascended a fisherman’s
path up the rocks, which had been reported to
general Brock as impassable, and therefore was
not guarded. The Americans were thus enabled,
unseen by our troops, to arrive at a brow, about
30 vards in the rear of the hill-battery. Rein-
forcements kept rapidly arriving by the con-
cealed path; and the whole formed on the brow,
with their front towards the village of Queens-
town. -

~ The moment general Brock discovered the un-
expected advance of the American troops, he,
with the 12 men stationed at the battery, retired ;
and captain Wool, advancing from the rear with
his more than ten-fold force, ‘¢ took it witheut
much resistance.”f Captain Williams, and his
detachment of regulars and militia, were now
recalled ; and general Brock, putting himself at
the head of this force, amounting, in all, to about
90 men, advanced to meet a detachment of 150

* Sketches of the War., p. 72. + App: No. 12
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picked American regulars, which captain Wool
had sent forward to attack him. The American
captain says that, in consequence of the general’s
‘ superior force,” his men retreated ; adding:
“I'sent a reinforcement, notwithstanding which,
the enemy drove us to the edge of the bank.”
While animating his little band of regulars and
militia to a charge up the heights, general Brock
received a mortal wound in the breast, and im-
mediately fell. -

At this moment, the two flank-companies of
the York militia, with lieutenant-colonel M‘Don-
nell, the general’s provincial aide-de-camp, at
their head, arrived from Brown’s-point, three
miles distant. By this time, also, eaptain Wool
had sent additional reinforcéements to captain
Ogilvie ; making the latter’s force “320 regu-
lars, supported by a few militia and volun-
teers,”’* or, in the whole, full 500 men. Colonel
M<Donnell and his 190 men,—more than two-
thirds Canadian militia,~<rushed boldly up the
hill, in defiance of the continued stream of mus-
ketry pouring down upon them ; compelled the
Americans to spike the 18-pounder; and would
have again driven them to the rocks, had not
the colonel and captain Williams been wounded,
almost at the same instant; the former mortally.
The loss of their commanders created confu-
sion among the men; and they again retreated.

* Wilkinson’s Memoirs, Veol. I. p. 573.
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Hearing of the fall of general Brock, captain
Dennis proceeded from the valley, towards the
foot of the heights ; and, mounting the general’s
horse, rode up, and tried to rally the troops.
He succeeded in forming a few; but the number
was so inconsiderable that, to persist in a con-
test, would have been madness. A retreat was
accordingly ordered, by the ground in the rear
of the town; and the men of the 49th, accom-
panied by many of the militia, formed in front
of Vromont’s battery; there to await the ex-
pected reinforcement from Fort-George.

While we had, at this period, not above 200
unwounded men at Queenstown, the Americans,
by their own account, had upwards of 800, and
general Van Rensselaer tells us, that ‘‘ a num-
ber of boats now crossed over, unannoyed, ex-
cept by the one unsilenced gun,”* or that at Vro-
mont’s battery ; consequently, more troops were
hourly arriving. Brigadier-general Wadsworth
was left as commanding officer of the Americans
on the Queenstown hill; and general Van Rens-
selaer, considering the victory as complete, had
himself crossed over, in order to give directions
about fortifying the camp which he intended to
occupy in the British territory.

As whatever brilliant deeds were achieved by
the Americans on ¢ this memorable day,” con-
fessedly form part of those events which have

* App. No. 11,
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Just been detailed, we will suspend our narra-
tive awhile, till a few of the American state-
ments on the subject have been exhibited for the
reader’s amusement. '
One writer, and he a general ton says: * The
names of the officers who accompanied colonel
Van Rensselaer on this hardy enterprise, deserve
to be engraven on the scroll of fame, for sur-
mounting obstacles almost insuperable, in the
face of a determined enemy, under a heavy fire;
and dislodging and pursuing a superior force,
composed of two (captain Wool says,  four’*)
companies of the 49th British regiment, advan-
tageously posted, with a body of auxiliary mi-
litia and Indiaps: it was indeed a display of
intrepidity rarely exhibited, in which the con-
duct and the execution were equally conspicu-
ous. Here true valor, so often mistaken for
animal courage,” (a note adds : * In the. Ameri-
can service, temerity is too often taken for bra-
very, &c.”) ‘ was attested by an appeal to the
bayonet, which decided the contest without a
shot.”—< Under all the circumstances, and on
the sca]e of the operatlon, the impartial soldier
and competent judge will name this brilliant
affair a chef d’eeuvre of the war.”'t e
Mr. Thomson describes the affair with the 190
British regulars and militia upon the hill, thus:
‘¢ At this moment a reinforcement arrived, which
* App. No. 12. t+ Wilkinson’s, Memoirs, Vol. L. p. 578.
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augmented the detachment to 320 men, who
were led to the charge; and, making a forcible
appeal to the bayonet, entirely routed the British
49th regiment, of 600 men, and pursued them
up the height, until the ground was regained,
which the detachment had just before lost.
Part of the 41st” (one officer, lieutenant Crow-
ther) ¢ were acting with the 49th, both of which
regiments distinguished themselves, under the
same commander, in Europe; aud the latter had
obtained the title of the Egyptian Invincibles,
because they Liad never, on any occasion before,
been known to give ground;”*—or, we may
surely subjoin, had such an anprincipled enemy
to deal with. Mr. O'Connor has inadvertently
prefixed ‘“ a part of ” to ““ the 49th regiment’;
which, in some degree, exculpates him ; but Dr.
Smith, like his friend Mr. Thomson, introduces
the whole 49th “‘regiment of British regulars, 600
strong;”’ adding :—* They mutually resorted to
the bayonet; and, after a bloody conflict, the
famous invincibles yielded to the superior energy
of their antagonists, although so far inferior in
numbers.”t

Leaving these contemptible historians to the
reader’s castigation, when le has leisure to in-
flict it, we have now to call his attention to the
Sinale of ¢ this memorable day.” Between two

#* Sketches of the War, p. 75.
+ Hist. of the United States, Vol. ITL p. 201.
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and three o’cloek in the afternoon, about 50
Indians, led by the chief Norton, advanced
through the woods and an orchard, towards the
mountain. . As they approached, the American
troops, ¢ not knowing their number, at first
faltered.”* After a sharp conflict, in which the
Indians lost a few men killed and wounded, and
one made prisoner, the latter very praudently re-
tired towards the reinforcement of regulars and
militia, under major-general Sheaffe, which had
just arrived from Fort-George. This reinforce-
ment, consisting of about 380 rank and file
of the 41st regiment, under major Derenzy, and
about 300 militia, accompanied by one 3-poun-
der, joined the remnant of the 49th flank com-
panies ; and the whole proceeded to the heights,
by a route through the enclosures;t the Indians
pointing out to the troops the best track for as-
cending the mountain. As soon as the British
column had reached a field adjoining the road
to the falls, about 60 of the 41st under captain
Bullock, and a party of militia, arrived from
Chippeway. The whole British and Indian force,
thus assembled; did not amount to 1000 rank
and file; of whom about 560 were regular troops.
The artillery consisted of two 3-pounders, placed
under the orders of lieutenant Crowther of the
41st. r
The attack commenced by the light infantry

* Sketches of the War, p. 73. + See Plate I q. g. q. q.
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company of the 41st, under lheutenant M°‘In-
tyre, about 35 militia, and the same number of
Indians, composing the left flank of the British
line. After a single volley, lieutenant M‘Intyre’s
company resorted to the bayonet; and soon
drove the American right. The main body of the
British now advanced, firing their two 3-poun-
ders, with destructive effect. The Americans
sustained but a short conflict, ere they fled with
precipitation towards the point at which they
had first landed. There they threw themselves
over the precipiee, as if heedless of the danger ;
and many must have perished in the fiood.
Others, no doubt, swam across; and some es-
caped in the few boats that remained entire, or
whose crews could be persnaded to approach the
Canadian shore. * In retiring,” says an Ame-
rican author, ‘ they received considerable aid
from the American batteries, which kept up a
brisk and well-directed fire on the enemy, as he
pressed upon their rear.”*

All, however, would not do. A flag of truce,
begging for quarter, came from the American
commander. Mur. Coffin, aide-de-camp to gene-
ral Sheaffe, and lientenant M*‘Intyre, accompa-
nied the bearer of the flag, and received the
sword of major-general Wadsworth, the Ameri-
can commanding officer. While Mr. Coffin was
conducting the latter to major-general Sheatfe,

# Sketches of the War, p. 75.
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lieutenant M‘Intyre received, as prisoners of
war, lieutenant-colonel Scott and 71 officers, to-
gether with 858 non-commissioned officers and
privates, of the American army. These were ex-
clusive of the two boat-loads of troops which
had been captured in the morning.

If we consider Mr. Thomson’s account of the
number of Americans surrendered, to refer to
the non-commissioned officers and privates only,
and then add his loss in wounded, 82, we shall
obtain 846 ; not far short of lieutenant M¢In-
tyre’s return. None of the other American histo-
rians seem desirous to be particular on this point.
The above 82 wounded include such only as had
not been brought to the American side in the
course of the day. We may safely estimate such
as had been brought over at as many more; and
those that succeeded in re-crossing the river,
either by boats or swimming, and others that
were drowned in the attempt, must have
amounted to one or two hundreds. Mr. Thom-
son states 90 as the number of Americans killed
in action. That, added to the number of pri-
soners, makes, without reckoning those taken
in the boats, 1021.—Dr. Smith says:— In the
course of the day about 1100 troops, regulars,
volunteers, and militia, passed into Canada from
Lewistown ; very few of whom returned.”* But
the ¢ Albany Gazette,” (an American northern

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. IIT. p. 200.
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newspaper,) at the conclusion of ‘a most aceu-
rate account” of the Queenstown batile, fixes the
number of Americans that crossed the river at
1600; cousisting of 900 regulars, and 700 militia.

The editor of the ¢ Sketches of the War”
says:—*‘ The British force in the ditierent bat-
tles, with the exception of the first, was at no
time less than 1100 ; in the last and fourth en-
gagement 1t was much greater.”* Doctor Smith
fixes the British force at 2200.1 Mr. O’Connor
estimates the prisoners at “ about 700;” and
then adds :—¢“ This little band surrendered to
abeut five times their number,” or 3500 men.
These are the delusions so industriously practised
upon the American people: no wonder those
among them who have never been beaten into a
contrary opinion, still fancy they are possessed
of the prowess of demi-gods.

The British loss in this decisive affair
amounted to 11 killed and 69 wounded, of the
regulars and militia, and to five kilied and nine
wounded, of the Indians. Although &, Thom-
sor had stated the American loss at 90 killed,
and 82 (another account says 100) wounded ;
and, in reference to us, had said : * Their loss is
not known,” be could not refvain from adding,
with an air of triumphant pleasantry :— With
regard to close and courageous fighting, the

* Sketches of the War, p. 76.
+ Hist. of the U. S. Vol. I11. p. 200. * Hist. of the War, p. 50,
¥OL. I H



98 MILITARY bCCURRENCES BETWEEN

victory belonged to the Americans; but with
regard to the loss which was sustained, it was
exclusively yielded to the British.”’#*

General Van Rensselaer’s letter gives a ludi-
crous account of the behaviour of the Ameriean
militia at Lewistown. These men, a day or two
previous, were for invading Canada, without
waiting for orders from their commanding offi-
cer. Now, all the exhortations of their general,
of lieutenant-colonel Bloom, and even “of the
grave “ Judge Peck,” could not induce them to
budge a step. A north-east storm for twenty-
eight hourst was nothing, compared to what
their wounded comrades had told them they
must expect, if they came in contact with the
brave 49th, *“ the green tygers,” as they called
them. ¢ The ardor of the unengaged troops,”
says the general, * had entirely subsided.”’} By
contrasting all this with the national feeling ex-
cited by such writings as it becomes our unplea-
sant task to investigate, the difference between
reality and fiction strikes forcibly on the mind.

The number of American troops, whose dis-
cretion came so well to their aid, is stated at
from 12 to 1500; and the number of regulars
and militia at Lewistown, exclusive of the seve-
ral detachments ordered from Black Rock, Buf-
faloe, and Fort-Niagara, and whose commanding

* Sketches of the War, p. 76.
+ See p. 86 T App. No. 11.
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officers can boast of their names being  en-
graven on the scroll of fame” for having ¢ done
honor to their country upon this memorable
day,” amounted to 3170:;* a tolerable proof
that, at the lowest estimate, 1600 Americans
crossed over to Queenstown, on the ““ memorable”
13th of October, 1812.

When general Wilkinson complains that the
executive has not rendered “ common justice to
the principal actors in this gallant scene,” not
exhibited it to the country * in its true light,
and shewn what deeds Americans are still
capable of performing ;”’f—who among us can
retain his gravity? < It is true,” says the
general, * complete success did not ultimately
crown this enterprise; but two great ends were
obtained for the country:—it re-established
the character of the American arms;”"—it did
indeed !'—*¢ and deprived the enemy, by the
death of general Brock, of the best officer that
has headed their troops in Canada throughout
the war ;”—truth undeniable'—¢ and, with his
loss, put an end to their then brilliant career;”
—yet the capture of general Wadsworth took
place in less than five hours afterwards.

The instant we know what the Americans ex-
pected to gain, a tolerabie idea may be formed
of what they actuoally lost, by the attack upon
Queenstown. General Van Rensselaer, in aletter

~ * See p. 80 + Sketches of the War, p. 76.
H 2
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to major-general Dearborn, written five days
previously, says thus :—* Should we succeed, we
shall effect a great discomfiture of the enemy,
by breaking their line of communication, driv-
ing their shipping from the mouth of this river,
Jeaving them no rallying point in this part of
the country, appalling the minds of the Cana-
dians, and opening a wide and safe communi-
cation for our supphies; we shall save our own
land,—wipe away part of the score of our past
disgrace,—get excellent barracks and winter
quarters, and at least be prepared for an early
campaign another year.”—W ho could believe
that this very letter is given at length in general
Wilkinson’s book, and precedes, but a few pages,
those ridiculous remarks into which an excess of
patriotism had betrayed him.

It is often said, that we throw away by the pen,
what we gain by the sword. Had general
Brock been less prodigal of his valuable life,
and survived the Queenstown battle, he would
have made the 13th of October a still more
<< memorable”’ day, by crossing the river, and
carrying Fort-Niagara ; which, at that pl’ECiSe
time, was nearly stripped of its garrison. In-
stead of doing this, and thus putting an end to
the campaign upon the Niagara-frontier, major-
general Sheaffe, general Brock’s sueccessor, al-
lowed himself to be persuaded to sign an ar-
mistice; the very thing general Van Rensselaer
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wanted. The latter, of course, assured his pa-
nic-struck militia, that the British general had
sent to implore this of him; and that he, gene-
ral Van Rensselaer, had consented, merely to
gain time to make some necessary arrangements,
Such of the militia as had not already scampered
off, now agreed to suspend their journey home-
wards, and try another experiment at invasion.
On the 15th, all the militia who had been made
prisoners, including the wounded regulars, were
sent across the river, upon their parele: so were
the whole of the American officers; not except-
mg major Mullany, and several others, known
to be British subjecis: nay, even their side-
arms were restored to them. The non-com-
missioned officers and privates of the regu-
lars were marched to Montreal, to await their
exchange. The Awmerican editors acknowledge
that the prisoners were treated with uncommon
kindness by ¢ the victorious enemy;” yet one
editor adds: ¢ For want of wi// or power, they
put no restraint upon their Indian allies, who
were stripping and scalping not ounly the slain,
but the dying that remained on the field of
battle.”* Doctor Swmith says: “ No restraint,
however, was imposed upon the Indians by ge-
neral Sheaffe, a native of Boston.” He then, to
prove that the Indians “ stiipped and scalped
the slaip, and even the wounded and dying

# Sketches of the War, p. 76.
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Americans,” says:—‘ Captain Ogilvie saw the
corpse of ensign Morris stripped even of his
shirt, and the scull of a soldier who had been
wounded, cloven by a tomahawk :” * but, whe-
ther the ensign’s shirt had not been stolen by one
of his own men, or the hole in the soldier’s scull
was not a wound he had received in the battle,
1s deemed a neediess inquiry.

While the British and Americans were engag-
ing at Queenstown, the batteries at Fort-George,
under the direction of brigade-major Evans,
opened a fire upon those at Fort-Niagara ; which
was returned with hot shot, and continued du-
ring several hours. The spirited cannonade on
the part of the British compelled the American
garrison, commanded by captain N. Leonard, to
retreat, with the loss of two men killed by the
bursting of a 12-pounder, and several men
wounded by shot. The American account says,
hot shots were used on both sides. On the con-
trary, none were, or could be fired from Fort-
George ; and the effects of such as were fired from
Fort-Niagara are thus described in the Ameri-
can account :—* From the south block-houseof
the American fort, the shot was principally di-
rected against the village of Newark, and several
houses were set on fire, one or two of which were
entirely consumed.”f

* Ilist. of the United States, Vol. IIL. p. 201,
t Sketches of the War, p. 77.
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Considering the charvacter of the distinguished
chief who fell on the British side at the Queens-
town battle,—of him who, undoubtedly, was
¢¢ the best officer that headed their troopsthrough-
out the war,”’—it will surely be deemed a pardon-
able digression to give a brief sketch of the more
prominent features of his life and character.

Sir Isaac Brock was born at Guernsey, in Oc-
tober 1769 ; consequently, was but 43 when he
received the fatal bullet. He had entered the
army at the age of 16, and been lieutenant-
colonel of the 49th regiment since 1797. During
the campaign in Holland in 1799, he distin-
guished himself at the head of his regiment, and
was second in command of the land forces at
the battle of Copenhagen. He was gallant and
undaunted, yet prudent and calculating; de-
voted to his sovereign, and romantically fond
of his country; but gentle and persuasive to
those whose feelings were less ardent than his
own. Elevated to the government of Upper
Canada, he reclaimed the disaffected by mild-
ness, and fixed the wavering by argument: all
hearts were conciliated; and, in the trying
moment of invasion, the whole province dis-
played a zealous, and an enthusiastic loyalty.

Over the minds of the Indians general Brock
had acquired an ascendancy, which he judi-
ciously exercised, for purposes conducive no less
to the cause of humanity, than to the interests of
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his country. He engaged them to throw aside
the scalping knife; endeavoured to implant in
their breasts thie virtues of clemency and for-
bearance; and taught them to feel pleasure and
pride; in ‘the compassion extended to a van-
quished enemy. Circumseribed in his meansof
repelling invasion, he studied to fix the attach-
ment of that rude and wavering people; and,
by reducing their military operations to the
known rules of war and discipline, to improve
the value of their alliance.

His strong attachment to the service, and par-
ticalarly to his regiment, formed a distinguish-
ing feature in his character. There was a cor-
respondence of regard between him and his offi-
cers, and even the non-commissioned officers and
privates, with an addition of reverence on the
part of the latter, that produced the picture of
a happy family. Those movements of feeling
which the exertions of discipline will sometimes
occasion, rarely reached his men. He governed
them by a sentiment of esteem which he him-
self had created; and the consolation was given
him, to terminate a useful and brilliant course ia
the midst of his professional family.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Bombardment between the batteries at Fort-Enrie
and Black Rock—Capture of some Canadian
voyageurs—General Van Rensselaer’s secession
from the command— Appointment of gemera!
Smyth—The latter’s plan for invading Canado
— Re-commencement of hostilities after general
Sheaffe’s armestice—General Smyth’s proclama-
tion— Preparations for the invasion—General
Porter’s address to his countrymen—The landing
of the advance of the American army—Its pro-
ceedings detarled—Summons to Fort-Erie—Al-
tempt at invasion gwen up—>Slate of the Ameri-
can army at Buffaloe—Commodore Chauncey’s
arrwal at Lake Ontario—State of the two hostile
Sleets— Attackupon the Royal George—Midnight
wncursion wnlo Gananogque from Ogdensbu g—
State of the British works at Fort-Wellington—
Unsuccessful attack upon Ogdensburg—Mutual
advance of the American northern army and the
British troops at Montreal— American reonnots-
sance— Retreat of the American army, and ter-
mination of the campaign.

J&BOUT the middle of October, the batteries
at Fort-*rie, under the direction of lieutenant-
colonel Myers, opened upon the opposite fort of
Black Rock. The latter returned only a few
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shots ; but not, as the Americans allege, on ac-

count of there being no heavier cannon mounted

than 6-pounders; for, not many months after-

wards, we spiked, upon the same battery, two

12, and two 9-pounders, and brought away one

12, and three 6-pounders. Several shots, it is

stated, struck the Black Rock battery, and two

or three passed through the upper loft of the

west-barracks. The east-barracks were destroy-

ed by a bomb, which blew up the magazine,

and burnt a quantity of furs, the late eargo of
the north-west company’s brig Caledonia, whose

capture, as a British man of war brig, we have
already noticed.

On the 21st of October, 44 Canadian voya-
geurs, under the command of captain M*‘Don-
nel, were surprised, and, after losing four
killed and four wounded, captured, by a body
of Americans, under a major Young. The
major’s force is not stated ; but, as the Ameri-
cans proceeded to the attack in expectation of
meeting ““ from one to three hundred British,”
we may conjecture that their numbers fully
equalled the latter amount. Torty prisoners,
(one having escaped,) along with their baggage,
and some immaterial despatches, fell into the
hands of the Americans; who, ingeniously
enough, converted a large pocket-handkerchief
which they found among the spoils, into “ a
stand of colours:”” and Mr. O'Connor exultingly
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tells us, that major Young had the honor of taking
the first standard from the enemy in the present
war;” following it up with,—*‘ The movements
of the enemy, during these times, were not to
them equally honorable or important.”

Since the day succeeding the ‘“brilliant’ affair
at Queenstown, major-general Van Rensselaer
had resigned the command of the Niagara-fron-
tier to brigadier-general Smyth. This officer,
confident in the success of /s plan of invasion,
already felt upon his brow the gentle pressure
of those laurels, so vainly sought after by his
two predecessors. The information which the
general had gained respecting the distribution
of the British forces, and the superior facility,
as he conceived, of disembarking troops above
the falls, induced him to fix, for the invad-
ing point, some part of the shore between
Fort-Erie and Chippeway. As the first step in
the business, general Smyth was bound to give
30 hours’ notice of his intention to break off the
armistice,which had been so good-naturedly con-
cluded by major-general Sheaffe with general
Van Rensselaer. This the American general did,
at three o’clock on the afternoon of the 19th of
November; not, however, as he ought to have
done, at general Sheaffe’s head-quarters at Fort-
George, but, with all the craftiness of his nation,
to the commanding-otficer at Fort-Erie, the ex-
treme right of the British line ; in full hopes, no
doubt, that he should be able to make the attack,
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before succours could arrive from Fort-George,
distant 36 miles.

Early on the morning of the 21st, by way per-
haps of announcing the renewal of hostilities,
the batteries at Fort-George, and those at Fort-
Niagara, commenced a mutual bombardment,
the latter with hot shot, and continued it
throughout the day. The town of Newark was
slightly injured ; and several buildings in and
near to Fort-Niagara were set on fire. Mr. Thom-
son celebrates, on this occasion, ¢ the courage-
ous fortitude” of the wife of one Doyle, a private
in the United States’ artiilery, who had been
taken at Queenstown. After stating that she
assisted in supplying one of the guns at Fort«
Niagara, he, in the true hyperbolic style, de-
clares she ¢ was surpassed, neither by Joan, maid
of Orleans, nor the heroine of Saragossa.”* We
suspect that ¢ the refusal of the British to parole
ber husband” arose from his being an Irishman ;
and that, had the lady herseif not been his
countrywoman. her birth-place would have been
vauntingly set forth in the history. "The British
lost, by the cannonade, one man killed, and one
wounded; the Americans, four men killed, (two
by the bursting of a gun,) and four wounded.

General Smyth, in order that he might visit
the Canadian shore, with a force competent
to retain the posts he should capture, was
desirous to encrease his numbers, by such

* Sketches of the War, p, 80,
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volunteers, as would be willing to perform one
month’s service; to submit to the rigid discipline
of a camp ; and to encounter the British on their
own soil. This zealous officer had already made
known his wishes, by a pompous proclamation,
dated on the 10th of November.* It fully
answered his purpose; and, by the 27th of that
month, the force collected at his station amounted
to 4500 men.¥{

Thewhole of this army, properly drilled, equip-
ped, and organized, was to embark, on the morn-
ing of the 28th, from the navy-yard at Black Rock.
No possible preparation had been omitted. At
the navy-yard there were lying, for the purpose of
transporting the troops across the river, 70 public
boats, calculated to carry 40 men each; 5 large
private boats, to carry 100 men each; and 10
scows, for the artillery, to carry 25 men eachy
which, together with a number of small boats,
were to convey the whole across, to eifect the
third invasion, and, it was more than hoped, the
complete subjugation of Upper Canada.f

So easy was the task considered, that general
Porter, of the New York militia, published an
address to the people of Ontario and Gennessee;
in which he assured them, that the American
army would, in a few days, occupy all the
British fortresses on the Niagara; restore peace to
the whole of that section of the country; and
redeem the tarnished reputation of the nation.

* Appendix, No, 14. t Sketches of the War, p. 81.
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Between one and two o’¢lock on the morn-
ing of the 28th of November, the advance of
general Smyth’s army, composed of detachments
of picked men from the 12th, 13th, 14th, and
15th, United States’ regiments of infantry, un-
der the command of colonel Winder of the 14th,
accompanied by a party of naval officers and
seamen lately arrived from one of the Atlantic
ports, embarked at Buffaloe in ten boats, to
carry the British batteries on the opposite shore,
and, by that means, facilitate the passage of the
main body of the army.

At Fort-Erie the British force consisted of a
detachment of 80 men of the 49th, under major
Ormsby, and about 50 of the Newfoundland
regiment, under captain Whelan. The ferry,
opposite Black Rock, was occupied by two com-
panies of militia, under captain Bostwick. At
a house on the Chippeway-road, called the Red
House, distant about two miles and a half from
Fort-Erie, was stationed lieutenant Lamont, of
the 49th, having under his orders two serjeants
and 35 rank and file; also, lieutenant King, of
the royal artillery, with two field-pieces, a three
and 6-pounder, worked by a few militia-artil-
lerymen. In the vicinity of the Red House were
two batteries, one mounting a 21, the other an -
18-pounder; and which were also under the
charge of lieutenant Lamont. At the distance
of about a mile further along the road, lieutenant
Bartley, of the 49th, with two serjeants and 35
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rank and file, occupied a post; and so did lieu-
tenant M‘Intyre, with the 41st light infantry,
about 70 strong, upon the road-side, not far from
Frenchman’s creek ; which is distant about four
miles and a half from Fort-Erie. The head-
quarters of lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp, the
commanding officer on that line, were at Chip-
peway. He had under his immediate command,
a battalion-company of the 41st regiment, a com-
pany of militia, and a small detachment of mi-
litia-artillery, with a light 6-pounder; also, at no
great distance, a detachment of militia under
major Hatt.

The ten American boats had scarcely pro-
ceeded half the way across the river, when a
smart fire from captain Bostwick’s men com-
pelled them to drop down opposite to the Red
House. Here they met with a similar reception
from lieutenant Lamont’s party. Owing, how-
ever, to the extreme darkness, it was deemed
useless to fire more than one or two rounds from
the guns; but, as alarm-guns, they produced
an unexpected effect, that of scaring away five
of the boats, including the boat in which was -
colonel Winder.*

The division that effected a landing consisted
of about 190 regular troops, under the command
of lieuteuant-colonel Boerstler, of the 14th, and
captain King of the 15th, United States’ regi-
ment : and of about 60 seamen, under the orders

% Sketches of the War, p. 83,
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of lieutenant-commandant Angus ; assisted’by
sailing-master Watts, lieutenant Dudley, and
nine other naval officers.* Captain king, taking
with him 60 regulars, also 40 seamen, armed with
boarding-pikes and cutlasses, and headed by
lieutenant Angus, proceeded to the Ked House,
about 50 yards from the beach, and whither lieu-
tenant Lamont and hislittle detachment had just
retired. The Americans charged, and received a
volley from the DBritish, succeeded by a charge,
which drove the Americans towards their boats.
Here they rallied, and re-advanced to the
charge; but were received aund repulsed as
before. A third attempt to subdue this little
band was equally unsuccessful; and the Ameri-
cans retired to their boats, appareutly to await
a fresh reinforcement. Ashamed, however, to
be thus beaten by a handful of men; captain
King, at the head of his regulars, again ad-
vanced, by a eircuitous route, upon the left of
lientenant Lamont’s position. In momentary
expectation of reinforcements frou Chippe-
way, lieutenant Lamont, in the dark, mis-
took Captain King’s party for Canadian mi-
litia; until a most destructive volley, which
killed seven, and wounded eight of his men,
as well as lieutenant King, oi the artillery,
dangerounsly, and himself in five places, con-
vinced him, too late, of his error. Beiug now
without a commander, ihe few gallant fellows
® Sketches of the War, p. 83.
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who had not been wounded, except three who
were taken prisoners, dispersed, and effected
their escape. On getting possession of the Red
House, the Americans set fire to it ; and spiked
the two field-pieces. They then proceeded to
the bhatteries, and dismounted the 24 and 18-
pounder, the former of which had been previous-
ly spiked by one of the British officers. Having
performed this ‘¢ brilliant service,” * the Ameri-
cans carried to their boats the three unwounded,
along with several of the wounded prisoners,
including lieutenant King of the artillery ; whose
death, a week or two afterwards, was no doubt
occasioned by this inhuman act. Lieutenant
Lamont was dragged ashort distance; but, fortu-,
nately for him, the enemy considered that a dead
prisoner would be a poor trophy, and therefore
left him on the ground; where, already lay, 12 of
their own killed, and the same number of their
wounded. The sailors had, in the mean time,
been amusing themselves with pillaging,. and
setting fire to the few private dwellings scattered
along the beach. :

1t is now time to attend to the exploits of the
remaining sub-division of the American force,
and which had landed a mile or two below the
Red House. This party consisted of about 130
regulars, under lieutenant-colonel Beerstler, and.
20 seamen, led by sailing-master Watts. These

# History of the United States, Vol, 11L. p, 205,
volL: 1. 1 :
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were attacked, at the moment of landing, by the
subaltern’s detachment of the 49th under lieu-
tenant Bartley; and kept greatly in check, till a
very severe loss in killed, wounded, or missing,
and the near approach of another part of the
enemy’s force, which, owing to the darkness, had
been mistaken for militia, compelled lieutenant
Bartley to retreat. Soon afterwards, the Ameri-
cans again encountered captain Bostwick with
his detachment of militia; and, after a few rounds,
in which the latter lost three killed, 15 wounded,
and six prisoners, compelled him also to retreat.

The whole of this warfare was conducted
amidst darkness ; and the fears of the American
commanding-officer induced him to adopt a
stratagem, that caused additional perplexity to
the trebly inferior force opposed to him. * Lieu-
tenant-colonel Beerstler,” says the American edi-
tor, “ exerting a Stentorian voice, roared in
various directions, as though he commanded
thousands, and created such a panic in the
enemy, that they fled before him wherever he
moved.”*

It was still dark when major Ormsby, with his
80 men, arrived at the mill on Frenchman’s
oreek. A few shots were there exchanged ; and
the major, after proceeding a short distance far-
ther, very properly halted; intending to remain
till day-light, which was then fast approaching,

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. IIL. p. 204.




GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 115

should discover to him the number and move-
ments of the enemy. While here he was joined
by the 41st light infantry, which had also been
partially engaged; and, at day-light, lieutenant-
colonel Bisshopp arrived on the ground with the
expected reinforcement. His whole force, when
first drawn up, did not exceed 250 regulars and
300 militia, aided by a light 6-pounder ; but,
by 11 o'clock in the forenoon, the number of
regular troops became nearly doubled.

The expected day-light had not only stilled
colonel Beerstler’s ¢ Stentorian voice,” but driven
him and his party to the safe side of the river:
in such haste too, that captain King and abhout
30 of his men were left *“ in possession of the
conquered ground,”* and became, in conse-
quence, prisoners to the British. Just as day
dawned, colonel Winder, with lis five boats,
containing 250 men,* was again on the river:
but two or three well-directed shots from the
6-pounder, and a few rounds of musketry, made
this division, as it approached the Canada-side,
again whegl about, and retire, for the last time,’
under the shelter of Squaw Island, to the
American shore. ;

The circumstances attending this predatoiy
excursion having been as much exaggerated as
the affair at Queenstown, it may be worth our
while to bestow a glance at some of the more

* Sketches of the War, p. 84.
12
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prominent mistatements, Mr. O’Coonor has,
strange enough, not thought this ¢ brilliant ser-
vice” deserving a place in his book; but Mx.
Thomson has devoted four or five pages to it,
and doctor Smith, in his usual way, has bor-
rowed his account from the latter; first taking
care, by transposing the words, and embellish-
ing the style, not to be guilty of plagiarism.

. Both of our zealous historians describe lieu-
tenant Lamont’s force as ¢ 250 men;” and aver
that captain King made from this party alone
¢ about 50 prisoners.” The dismounting of the
two heavy guns, spiking of the two field-pieces,
and the burning and destroying of private pro-
perty for a few miles along the beach, are repre-
sented thus:— Every battery, between Chip-
peway and Fort-Erie, was.now carried ; the can-
non spiked or destroyed, and 16 miles of the
Canadian frontier Jaid waste and deserted.” Doe-
tor Smith, having been informed that the guns
were not ‘ destroyed,” and justly considering
that ¢ laid waste” might imply what, along an
extent of a few miles, actually happened, to the
disgrace of the invading force, states thus:—
“ Every battery, between Chippeway and Fort:
Erie, was carried, the cannon spiked, and a fron-
tier of 16 miles entirely cleared.” Captain,
King’s stay on the Canadian shore, or, as Mr.
Thomson happily expresses it, his ‘* remaining
in possession of the conquered ground, until the
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main body of the army should cross over the
strait, and march to the assault of the British
forts,” was because he and his “ 12, not 30,
men ‘ were anxious to complete the destruc-
tion of every breast-work and barrack of the
enemy.”* 'T'he flight of colonel Beerstler and
the remainder of the American regulars and sai-
lors is denominated, returning ‘¢ from their suc-
cessful enterprise,”® <“ assoon as the ends of this
daring and well executed adventure had been
completely accomplished.”t

The loss of the British, on this occasion; was
in proportion to the strenuous exertions they
had made to repulse an enemy, whose numbers
were so superior. By the returns there were 17
killed, 47 wounded, and 35 missing.f And
yet, according to the American accounts, be-
sides the ‘ 50 prisoners” taken at the Red
House, colonel Baerstler made ¢ several” in his
excursion. The loss of the Americans, except
as to officers, no where appears. Mr. Thomson
names, among the killed, sailing-master Watts,
and, among the wounded, a midshipman, and
three captains and a lieutenant of infantry;
adding, that seven out of 12 of the navy-officers
were wounded.

In expectation, no doubt, that ‘* this gallant
and successful enterprize,” seconded by four or

* Sketches of the War, p. 84.
t Hist. of the United States, Vol. II1. p. 204 1 App. No.13.
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five hours’ bombardment by the batteries at
Black Rock, had inspired the British with dread
of the American arms, general Smyth, about
one o'clock in the day, sent across a flag of truce,
to demand the surrender of Fort-Erie to the
American army. To this ridiculous demand,*
colonel Bisshopp sent a very proper reply,
which may be summed up in these words:
—Come and take it.” Captain Fitzgerald
carried the return-message ; and general Smyth,
displaying before him his numerous force, tried
every mieans in his power to frighten the British
commander into a bloodless surrender of his post.

The morning’s success was to bave been fol-
lowed up by the embarkation of the whole 4000
men. One half of this force, it appears, had
actually embarked ; ¢ and,” says Mr. Thomson,
““ about 500 British troops had been drawn up
in line, about half a mile from the river, sound-
ing their trumpets and bugles, and indicating
their readiness to receive the Americans.”t The
American troops, however, after being allowed
to enjoy this scene till late in the afternoon,
were ordered to disembark, with ‘ an assur-
ance, that the expedition was only postponed
until the boats should be put in a state of better
preparation.”}

On Sunday the 29th, the troops received orders
to prepare for embarkation on the following

* App. No. 15, t Sketches of the War, p. 83.
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morning, at nine o'clock. After a squabble
among the general officers about the proper time
for embarking, and the proper point for disem-
barking, the troops, the expedition was ordered
to be ready by three o’clock on Tuesday morn-
ing. The men were ready, and partly in the
boats ; when general Porter received orders from
general Smyth, to disembark immediately.
‘“ He was at the same time informed,” says the
American account, ‘¢ that the invasion of Canada
was abandowned, for the season ; that the regu-
lars were ordered into winter quarters ; and that,
as the services of the volunteers could now be
dispensed with, they might stack their arms, and
return to their homes. The scene of discontent
which followed was without a parallel; 4000
men, without order or restraint, indignantly
discharged their muskets in every direction ;
and the person of the commanding-officer was
threatened.” Two or three pages more of Mr.
Thomson’s book are filled with complaints
against general Smyth, for his behaviour on this
occasion. To all of which he answers, that he
‘“ had called together a council of his officers,
and they decided against the contemplated ope-
rations, upon the ground of the insufficiency of
force; and that, circumstanced as he was, he
thought it his duty to follow the cautious coun-
sels of experience, and not, by precipitation, to
add to the list of defeats.”
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Comparing the bombastic language of general
Smyth’s proclamation,wherein he had invited bis
countrymen to partake with him in the plunder
of the Canadas, with the desponding tone he
assumed when he ordered his troops, just at the
crisis of their hopes, to retire to their huts for the
winter, we cannot be surprised at their con-
temptuous indignation, so fully expressed in
‘the’ nigk-name they gave him of, ¢ general Van

"Blddder ;7 mor at the grief and perplexity of the
Washington patriots, whose ardor for invasion'a
third discomfiture contributed nothing to allay.

‘We know mnot which to applaud most, the
gallantry: displayed by the few regulars and
militia that defeated the enemy’s plan of inva-
sion, on the morning of the 28th of November ;
or the firmness of the field-officers of the line
and of -the militia, who, sitting in council, as
they had been ordered, on the 1st of December,
unanimously declared, that they did not cousi-
der a retreat to be at all necessary, nor a mea-
sure to be looked forward to; and that a small
reinforcement would enable them to gain a most
decisive advantage over any force whieh the
bragging Myr. Smyth might have it in his power
to send against them.

- Pisappointed in the expeetation of gaining
the command of the lakes by the invasion of
Upper Canada, the American goverment adopted
immediate measures to provide on those in-
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land seas, a naval force superior to that of the
British. As the first step, commodore Isaac
Chauncey, one of the oldest captainsin the Ame-
rican service, was appointed to the command.
This officer arrived at Sackett’s Harbor, in Oc-
tober, 1812 ; invested with full powers to buy,
build, and equip, till his force should attain the
requisite superiority. Some schooners were pur-
chased ; and a ship of 590 tons laid on the stocks.
Previous to the end of the month, two detach-
ments of seamen, one of 400, from the United
States’ frigate John Adams, (then about to be
reduaced to a corvette,) the other of 100, selected
from the different ships on the seaboard, along
with a number of active officers, arrived at
Sackett’s Harbor. :

‘At this time, the British fleet consisted of the
Royal George, a ship of 340 tons, and of three
smaller vessels, that averaged about 150 tons:
mounting, altogether, 50 guns; chiefly carron-
ades and long sixes. These vessels were wholly
manned by Canadians; and even commodore
Farle, their commander, was not an officer of
the royal navy. He had proved his incompe-
tency, by not capturing the Oneida brig, lieute-
nant Woolsey, at the commencement of the war.

With so ample means in his power, coinmo-
dore Chauncey had, by the 6th of November,
equipped a fleet, composed of the brig Oneida,
and six fine schooners, of the united burthen of
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830 tons. The total number of guns in his
fleet did not exceed 48; but several of these
were long 32 and 24-pounders, and the greater
part mounted upon traversing carriages, by
which their effect was doubled.* When we
consider that these seven vessels were manned
with upwards of 500 experienced seamen, it
will not be too much to say, that commodore
Chauncey could appear on the lake with a force
doubly superior to that of his adversary.
Accordingly, having ascertained that the
Royal George and two of the schooners were
hourly expected back from Fort-George, whi-
ther they had been carrying a small detachment
of troops, the commodore sailed out upon the
- lake; and, on the afternoon of the 8th, to his
great joy, fell in with the Royal George alone.
Chase was given, but she was lost sight of in the
night. On the next morning, however, she was
discovered in Kingston channel, and again
chased by the whole American squadron. *‘ By
the alternate prevalence of squalls and calms,”
says an American naval editor, *“ the squadron
was led in close pursuit into the harbor of the
enemy at Kingston.” A mutual cannonading
took place, and the Royal George was compelled
to run further up the bay. The American edi-
tors all concur in celebrating the event, as a

presage of the commodore’s future fame, One
* See James’s Naval Occurrences, p. 298.
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of the American officers concludes a flaming
account of the * bombardment of the town”
thus: ‘¢ Our sailors had no grog ; they want no
stimulus of that kind: they seem to have no fear
of death.” The reader’s surprise will cease,
when he learns that, during the whole of this two
hours’ appalling “ cross-fire of five batteries of
flying artillery, in all about 40 guns,”* so well-
managed was the distance, that no one was hurt
on shore, and only one man killed, and three
wounded, on board the American squadron. It
was not the ¢ heavy showers of round and
grape,” but of snow, that compelled the com-
modore to haul off, and return to Sackett’s Har-
bor. According to sir George Prevost’s letter, the
American squadron had sailed out * for the pur-
pose of carrying the port of Kingston by sur-
prise;” but no such intention was evinced on
the part of the American commander. It is not
improbable, however, that the latter’s exagge-
rated account of his reception, tended, in no
small degree, to the security of Kingston during
the remainder of the war.

Our vicinity to the St. Lawrence reminds us,
that we have to correct the mistatements of the
Americans, respecting two otherwise unimpor-
tant operations in this quarter, In the autumn of
1812, about 600 American troops, under general
Brown, of the New York militia, were garrisoned

* Sketches of the War, p, 93.
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at Ogdensburg, a village of about 70 houses and
some very strong works, situate on the river-side,
and distant about 60 miles from Sackett’s Har-
bor.* The first of these operations was a “ dar-
ang exploit” performed by the Americans, on the
morning of the 21st of September. To under-
stand the thing properly, the American account
must precede ours. *¢ Captain korsythe,” says
Mr. Thomson, ¢ of the rifle-regiment, being at
the garrison of Ogdensburg, projected an expe-
dition against a small village in the town of
Leeds, in Canada, called Gananoque. In this
village was the king’s store-house, containing
1mmense quantities of arms and ammunition ;
and captain Forsythe was resolved on its des-
truction. In the night of the 20th instant,
therefore, a number of boats being provided, he
embarked with 70 of his own men, and 34
militia-men. Before day-light of the 21st, they
reached the Canadian shore, and landed, unob-
served, at a little distance from the willage.
The enemy soon after discovered them; and
they were fired on by a party of 125 regulars
and militia. Forsythe drew up his men, and
retyrned their fire with such effect, that the
British retreated in disorder; and were pursued
to the village, where they rallied and resolved
on making a stand, and disputing the passage
of a bridge. An action teok place here, which

* See Plate I1.
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resulted in the same manner as the former. The
enemy again fled, making his escape over the
bridge, and leaving 10 of his number killed,
eight regulars and several militia-men prisoners,
and the village and storehouse in possession of
the American party. Captain Forsythe lost one
in killed, and one wounded. After releasing the
militia-prisoners on their parole, and taking out
a quantity of arms, fixed ammunition, powder,
flints, and other articles of public property, and
setting fire to the store-house, he returned to
Cape Vincent with these, and the eight regulars
prisoners.”*

The ¢ village” of Gananoque consisted, at this
time,of apublic-house and asaw-mill,alsoa small
hut, inhabited by colone! Stone of the militia;
in whose possession were two kegs of fixed am-
munition, and a chest containing about 30 mus-
kets, The Americans landed, in the dead of
the night, by the aid of a traitor; and entered
the “ village ” while the inhabitants were asleep.
On arriving opposite to colonel Stone’s house,
some villain of the American party fired into the
window, and wounded Mrs. Stone, most danger-
ously, as she lay in her bed. W hen the coniman-
der of these midnight prowlers afterwards came
into the house, the poor woman, sitting up in her
bed, expostulated freely with him upon the das-
tardly attack which he and his followers had

# Sketches of the War, p. 67.
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made ; and she actually possessed magnanimity
enough to conceal from his knowledge, the
dreadful wound she had received in the body.
The noise of the firing had brought up be-
tween 30 and 40 militia-men ; but, as for ** regu-
lars,” there was not one within 20 miles of the
spot. Of the militia-men not more than six or
eight came with arms in their hands ; and it was
they, and not ¢ 125 regulars and militia,” that
inflicted the small loss sustained by the Ameri-
cans. Instead of ““10,” we had only one killed.
The other incidents mentioned in Mr. Thomson’s
account are, we presume, embellishments of his
own ; not omitting the dignified appellation of
¢ king’s store-house” conferred upon Mr. Stone’s
hat, and of * village” upon that hut, a public-
house, and a saw-mill.

Opposite to Ogdensburg, where the St. Law-
rence 1s just 1800 yards across, is situate the
British village of Prescott, or, as since called,
Fort-Wellington ; distant 65 miles from Kings-
ton, and 130, in an opposite direction, from
Montreal. In 1809 or 10, sir James Craig, then
governot of Lower Canada, sent parties of men
upon several of the little islands in the St. Law-
rence, to blow up or otherwise destroya quantity
of old French guns, that had been lying there,
probably since the days of Wolfe. Nosooner did
news of the late war reach Prescott, than 13 of
these guns, honey-combed, and without trunnions,
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were fished up from the bottom of the river. The
loss of trunnions was attempted to be supplied
by substitutes of wood, with iron hoops; and
carriages for the guns were constructed by the
Canadian carpenters.—These fine pieces of artil-
lery were then mounted upon an open sea-bat-
tery, formed chiefly of mud; but yet denomi-
nated by Mr. Thomson, “ a strong line of breast-
works.” With an old farmer for an engineer,
the people of Prescott, on the 2d of October,
opened a fire upon Ogdensburg; and, by the
bursting of oune of the guns, inflicted upon
themselves the only loss that was sustained. A
few months afterwards, an officer of the engi-
neers, who had been sent from head-quarters
to inspect the guns at this “ strong breast-
work,” condemned the whole of them.

On the second day from that on which the
‘¢ heavy cannonading” took place, colonel Leth-
bridge, who commanded at Fort-Wellington, de-
termined to assault the fort of Ogdensburg. He
took with him eight artillerymen, two companies
of the Canadian fencibles, about 40 of the New-
foundland regiment, under captain Skinner,and
150 Highland militia, who, after travelling the
whole night, had just arrived in carts, from
Cornwall, distant 48 miles. There were several
other militia-men at the post ; but the Highlan-
ders, fatigued as they necessarily must have been,
were all that would consent to accompany the
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regulars across to the attack. Colonel Leth-
bridge, with his few men, advanced towards
Ogdensburg ; and captain Skinner, having his
small detachment on board two gun-boats, at-
tacked and silenced the American battery upon
the point below the town. The small force that
had embarked could make little or no impres-
sion upon so strong a position : the boats there-
fore returned, with a trifling loss. It was
afterwards ascertained, that general Brown was
preparing to abandon the fort; a clear proof
that, had all the men embarked, the enterprise
would have been successful. NMr. Thomson,
after exaggerating the British force to the usual
extent, confers ridicule upon the whole affair,
by saying:—'¢ There has been no engagement,
perhaps, in which more gallantry was exhibited
on both sides.” *—Mr. O'Connor equally contri-
butes to raise a smile. * By this action,” says
he,. ¢¢ the British are taught, that 400 Yankees
will not decline a combat, when attacked by
1000 of their troops.” {

The hopes of the war-party now rested upon
the northern army, or ‘“ army of Canada,” sta-
tioned at Plattsburg, in the state of . New York.
This army, which, according to Mr. Thomsons
computation, consisted of 53737 men, or, accord-
ing to other American accounts, of that number
of regulars only, besides 2 or 3000 militia, was

% Sketches of the War, p. 68. 1 llistory of the War, p. 61.
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under the command of major-general Dearborn;
who is stated to have received positive orders to
winter in Montreal. As if determined to make’
the attempt, the whole army, divided into two
brigades, under major-generals Bloomfield and
Chandler, marched, on the 15th of November,
to the American village of Champlain, situate
about six miles from the boundary-line between
Lower Canada and the United States.

The instant this was known at Montreal,
the brigade of British regulars and militia sta-
tioned there, consisting of about 600 of the
latter, and the 8th and Glengary regiments, in
all about 1900 men, crossed the St. Lawrence,
and marched for La Prairie, “distant about nine
miles. 1lere the men arrived at midnight, and
were distributed into quarters.

The two armies, one of invasion, the other of
defence, being now within a few miles of each
other, about 300 of the 15th United States’ regi-
ment, under the command of lieutenant-colonel
Pike, accompanied by a de<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>