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TO 

LIEUT.- COLONEL JOHN HARVEY, C. B. 
DEPCT Y-ADJUT .\NT-GENERAL OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES 

IN THE CANADAS; 

wuo, 

llE.il DES DISTINGUISHING HII\1SELF ON SEVERAL 

OTHER OCCASIONS, 

DURIXG THE LATE AMERICAN WAR, 

DID, 

.\T MID~IGHT, ON tHE FIFTH OF JUNE, 1813, 

LEAD THE ADVANCE OF AN ATTACK, 

PLANNED BY HIMSELF, 

IN WHICH 

SEVEN HU~DRED AND FOUR BRITISH 

SURPRISED, 

AND, AFTER A SHORT STRUGGLE, 

DROVE FROM THEIR FORTIFIED ENCAMPMENT, 

NEAR STONEY CREEK, 

IN 
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THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AMERICANS: 

AN EXPLOIT 
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VALUABLE BRITISH PROVINCES; 

THIS WORK 
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THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 

THE length of time that has elapsed since 

the appearance of the work to which this 

bears so close a relation, has arisen out of 

the delays and difficulties experienced by 

the author in collecting materials ; few of 

which were in his possession, when he promised 

the public to extend his labors, beyond the 

naval, to the military, occurrences of the 

late American war. 

Immediately on the publication of his form~r 

volume, he transmitted copies to some of the 

principal reviewers in the United States; 

hoping to have it In his power, through 

the medium of the present work, to correct 

any mistatements that he may have made, 

upon a topic so interesting to the two nations. 

Beyond one or two newspaper paragraphs, 

first misnaming, and then calumniating, the 
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author, nothing of the kind has yet reached 

him. He has, however, been favored with 

the sight of an American periodical work, 

entitled,-' Analectic Magazine and N ayal 

Chronicle;' which contains, among its pages, 

some very copious remarks upon an article 

in the British ' Naval Chronicle,' headed

'SYNoPsJs OF NAVAL ACTIONS BETWEEN THE SHIPS 

OF HI5 BRITANNIC MAJESTY AND OF THE UNITED 

STATEs, DURING THE LATE WAR; BY A BRITISH 

NAVAL OFFICER ON THE AMERICAN STATION:'-

the latter consisting of e.xtracts from a series 

of letters, signed 'Boxer~' forwarded by the 

author, (but who had neither designated him

self as, nor can claim the honor to be, ' a 

British naval officer,') fron1 Halifax, Noy-a 

Scotia; and becoming, afterwards, the ground

work of the author's pamphlet in 1-Ialifax, ~ 

and subsequent Yolume in this country. 

As the present is a military work, the 

author, after bestowing a pa~sing glance 

of admiration upon the flashy T"ignette of 

* ( An Inquiry, &c.' 
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gamboling dolphins, tridents, wreaths oflaurel, 

&c. displayed, as if in terrorem, at the com

mencement of e'rery fresh quotation from the 

-,Synopsis,' will digress no further, than till he 

has exposed some half a dozen of the American 

reviewer's mis-statements; thence submitting, 

as a fair inference, what degree of credit is 

due to the remainder of that gentleman's 

assertions. 

Not being a 'naval officer," the author 

could have no esprit de corps to bias his 

judgment. All inuendoes on that head, and 

pretty numerous they are, may therefore be 

blotted out of the piece. The same fate, for 

(as one may suppose) the same reason, must 

attend the com1nencing charge, that the ' pro

duction came abroad under the sanction of 

the admiralty.'* 

Any railing at the author's 'affected arith

metical precision' t can but create a smile, 

when the American reviewer is compelled, 

* Analectic Mag. and Naval Chronicle, Vol VII. p. 1295. 
t Ibid. 302. 
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for lack of argument, to ' pass by the cy

phering business.'* It is that ' cyphering 

business,' that 'debtor and creditor account,'t 

iri the naval warfare between the two coun

tries, that is fast withering the laurels, with 

which one of them has, of late, ~o strutted 

in caricalura. 

Who it is that ' weighs balls with the most 

minute precision,':i- let American naval officers 

and American naval histories tell.§ 

The author, although he is no' naval officer,' 

would be ashamerl to be convicted of having 

stated, that the loss of, a ship's 'jib-boom, is 

equal, in point of importance, to the loss of a 

brig's 'Inain-yard.' 11 But, in truth, was the 

Wasp without her jib-boom? If so, as she car

ried it away three days before the action,~ her 

officers and crew must have been very negligent 

* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. 307. 
t Ibid. SOB. :j: Ibid. p. ::304. 
~ Naval History of the United States, Vol. I. p. 179-

American Naval Monument, p. l-11. 181.-James's Naval 
Occurrences, p. 10. 1 Q4. S65. 

11 Analectic Mag. and Naval Chron. Vol. VII. p. S88. 
~ Naval .Monument, p. 13. 
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in not having rigged a fresh one; and 'M. 

Corne,' the Boston painter, and his employer, 

'A. Bowen,' the Boston engraver, are charge

able with unpardonable inaccuracy, for having 

given to the Wasp, in their representation of 

the Frolic's capture,* a 'jib-boom,' and no 

short one either. After stating that theW asp's 

crew ' consisted, in reality, of only 11 O,'t the 

writer does not proceed far in his 'magazine of 

wonders,'+ before he introduces the following 

paragraph: ' They (the An1erican captain and 

one of his officers) testified, on oath, that the 

whole number of persons on board the Wasp, 

previous to the action, was 137 ;'§-actually 

within one of the author's statement.~ 

In the very teeth of American official 

papers, ll does this American writer allege, 

that ' no complaint' was made, 'when .several 

* Naval Monument, p. 1 3. 

t Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chronicle, Vol. VII. p. 387 . 

t lb. 38~. § lb. 487. 

~ James's Naval Occurrences, p. 15~. 

\1 Nav. :Monument, p. 63.-James's Nav. Occurr. p. 2~3. 
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of the crew of the Chesapeake were killed, 

by firing down the gangway.'* 

To the 'fabulous account,' that the vessel 

said to have declined engaging the President 

off Sandy Hook, was not ' a small frigate,' 

the Loire,t but the 'Plantaganet 7 4,' nothing 

was wanted but ' the trial of her commanding 

officer.'i This trial our ' candid' . reviewer 

is 'authorized to affirm' took place at Ber

muda. By way of corroborating, what must 

appear to all but him and his party as, an 

' absurd and ridiculous story,' he brings to his 

aid-' the express admission of an officer of 

marines, then in the squadron cruizing off 

New York, and now a consul in one of 

our ports.'+ Who can this be but lieutenant 

Patrick Savage, at that time of the N arcissns 

frigate, and now, or lately, consul at Norfolk, 

Virginia ?-It is to be hoped that the state

ment will meet his eye, if only to afford 

• Analectic Mag. and N av. Chron. Y ol. VII, p. 388. 

t James's Naval Occurrences, p. 324. 

t Analectic Mag. and Nav, Chron. Vol. Vllf. p. 1:36. 
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him an opportunity of doing justice to his 

brother-officers late of the Plantaganet. 

After, in several instances, flatly contradict

ing his own official accounts, the American 

reviewer puts European gravity to the test, by 

declaring, first, that his government made war 

"'in defence of the universal rights of man,'• 

and next, that the ' modest,' or, as recently 

and more truly styled, ' arrogant,' commodore 

Perry, when he filched the commencing words 

of Nelson's letter,+ ' was paying his lordship 

a high compliment.'t 

Had the writer in the American ' Naval 

Chronicle' employed less ' acrimony,' and 

more research, in his calling, he might have 

received the author;s thanks for pointing out 

several real 'inaccuracies,' particularly as to 

the size and armaments of the American ships. 

But these ' inaccuracies,' along with the hated 

' cyphering business,' he has Jet ' pass by,' to 

* Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. vol. VIII. p. 18.). 

t lb. 145. 

t James's Nav. Occurr. p. 294. 

VOL. I. b 
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be rectified by the author himself, in his two 

·works, that followed, in quick succession, that 

little hastily-drawn sketch, which, the Ameri

can reviewer, not having seen those works, is 

pleased to say, 'appears to contain all that has 

hitherto been urged, as well as every thing that 

can be urged, in extenuation of the numerous 

disasters of England dur~ng the last war; '* but, 

as he more truly than consistently adds, 'which 

is in reality an indifferent production.'t If so, 

therefore; and if the' production' teems with 

' admi!5sions,' such as ' British officers' ought 

to ' feel mortified at,' why is the American 

reviewer·, in his ' candid' examination of it, so 

extremely irritab~e? Even his own country

men, the ' gentle' readers for whose entertain

ment he has labored and sweated so much, will 

attribute his anger to the dilemma into which 

he is placed, by the ' novel' way of ' weighing 

~nd measuring, by the pound and by the 

foot,'t ' battles' that have turned out ~o 

"' Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. ~SJ. 
t lb. p. 295. t lb. Vol. VII. p . .S07. 
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lucrative to the American press, in g.eneral, 

and to the American ' Naval Chronicle,' in 

particular. 

'Vhat language contained in the ' Synopsis; 

written when the two countries were at war, 

equals, in falsehood, absurdity, or intended 

'severity,' the assertion, made while the two 

countries are at peace, that • American officers 

are more brave than their rivals' ? * 
How much nwderation, ' candour,' and 

discernment, the writer of the American review 

can bring into discussion, when his country 

is a party, may be gathered from his com

paring,-without tneaning it in irony,---' the 

battle of New Orleans,' with 'the battles of 

Cressy and Agincourt.'f 

This sudden change from naval to tnilitary 

warfare recalls the author's attention to the 

subject immediately before him. The first 

point he would press upon the reader's attention 

is, that the system of tactics adapted to the 

~ Analectic Mag. and Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. 306. 
t lb. p. 294. 

b2 
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cultivated plains of Europe cannot be practised 

amidst the wild regions of America. Woods, 
I 

precipices, creeks, and morasses, are tra-

versed with ease by native troops, while a 

body of the best disciplined foreigners is 

either opposed in its advance by insurmount

able obstacles, or led into an ambush, where 

the more ardent the courage, the greater is 

the slaughter, the more certain the defeat. 

The British soldier can seldom trace his 

acquaintance with fire-arms beyond the day 

of his enlistment ; but the American soldier 

has been accustomed, from his infancy, to 

the free use of the most destructive of all 

fire-arms, the rifle. No laws have interfered 

to restrain him from amusing his fancy, or 

furnishing his table, with the game that so 

abundantly surrounds his home ; and the 

daily toils of the huntsman, while they have 

fitted his body for enduring, without fatigue, 

the longest marches, have familiarized him to 

the intricacies of his native forests. 'Vhere 

bush-fighting can be practised, be is truly 
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formidable: an open country, and a · struggle 

with the bayonet, he alike avoids, as the 

bane of his hopes. 

Nearly the whole of the military contests 

treated of in these volumes were carried on 

amidst the thinly inhabited, and, of course, but 

slightly cultivated, parts of N orth-America. 

The reader whose mind is filled with the 

justly celebrated fame of British troops must, 

therefore, be careful how he forms an opinion 

upon the merits of the combatants. He 

should recollect, that the American troops 

fought their battles upon their own ground; and 

obtained, in consequence, a decided local supe

riority over the British sent out against them. 

Viewed thus, it cannot be objected, if all 

estimates of relative force between British and 

American troops, other than where batteries 

are concerned, be founded upon the principle 

of-not a presumed inequality of powers, 

but-man for man, or unit for unit. 

The historian may describe, in the most im

passioned language, the meeting of two armies, 
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their furious onset, and long and bloody con-. 

:ftict; how this side flf;d and that pursued ; yet, 

if he fail to impress upon the reader's mind 

a clear conception of the quantum of f<>rce 

which each party brought into the field, he 

shall employ his labors to very little purpose. 

9f the many printed narratives of battles, by 

far the greate~ number are deficient in this 

important particular. With due acknowledge .. 

~ent to the American reviewer for the hint, 

the author produces, as a prominent example, 

the celebrated battle of Azincour. Hume gives 

no figQres, but states that the 'enemy was four 

times more numerous.'* '~Ionstrelet says 

six till_les.' t 'P. Daniel Eays three times.'t 

Different French writers make their own force 

' 100000 ;' ' 140000 ;' ' 150000, the third 

part horse;' ' 150000 horse/ t Other histo

rians say, that ' the French_ amounted tQ 

150000, and the Eng~ish but to 9000 ;'t whic~ 
~s near I y I 7, instead of ' six,~ ~ four,' or eveq 

* Hume) Vol. HI. p. 100. 

t Rapin (folio edit.) Vol. I. p. 512 . 
, • ~ f 
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' three,' to one,-of all, the most probable 

proportion. 

In detailing the operations of the British 

and American armies, a clear and satisfactory 

account of the force engaged will, next to the 

immediate result of the battle, form the most 

important object. As the fairest means of 

ascertaining this, each party will be consi

dered as unquestionable authority for the 

amount of his own numbers; unless an evident 

contradiction, or attempt to deceive, discovers 

itself. In that case, reliance will be placed 

upon the positive assertions of the opposite 

party. 

A British official account of every military 

action has appeared in the Gazette; and 

copies of the whole, 2s well as of such Ameri

can official accounts as have been published, 

or could be procured, are given in the Appen

dix. The deficiency on the American side is 

compensated by the ample details, and, upon 

some points, apparently authentic information, 

• 
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contained in three very . recent American 

publications on the events of the late war • 

As these works are rarely to be met with 

in this country, and will be frequently 

quoted in the progress of our enquiries, the 

reader is here presented with their respective 

title-pages : 

' Historical Sketches of the late War between the 
United States and Great Britain; blended with Anecdotes 
illustrati\'e of the individual bravery of the Amerjcan 
Sailors, Soldiers, and Citizens, embellished with Portraits 
of distinguished Naval and Military Officers ; and accom
panied by Views of several Sieges and Engagements. By 
John Lewis Thomson. Third Edition. Philadelphia: 
published by Thomas Desilver ; 18 I 6.' . 

'An Impartial and Correct History of the ' Var bet\\·een 
the United States of America and Great Britain; corn 
prising a particular Detail of the Naval and "Military 
Operations, and a faithful Record of the Events produced 
during the Contest, from its Commencement, June 18, 
181Q, to the Treaty of Peace, ratified at the City of 
'Vashington, February 17, 1815. By T. O 'Connor. 
Fourth Edition, revised and corrected. CarefulJy compiled 
from Official Documents. .New York : printed and 
published by John Low, No. 6~, Vesey Street, 1817 .' • 

' flistory of the United States, from their first Settle
ment as English Colonies, in 1607, to the Year 1808, 
or the Twenty-Third of their Sovereignty and In de pen-
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dence. By David Ramsay, M.D. Continued to the 
Treaty of Ghent, by S. S. Smith, D. D. and LL.D. and 
other Literary Gentlemen; in Three Volnmes. (8vo.) 
Philadelphia : published by M. Carey, 1817 .' 

The first of these books is dedicated ' to the 

Honorable James Munroe, secretary of state 

of the United States ; ' and the third edition 

was published a very short time before the 

writer's patron attained the honors of the 

president's chair. This work, therefore, may 

be regarded as a demi-official performance; 

and, in some cases, especially where the 

American official letters have not been 

obtained, or prove deficient in particulars, 

Mr. Thomson's very minute details may be 

profitably employed. 

The ' History of the War,' till the third, 

if not the fourth edition, was an anonymous 

work. At last, the people of the United 

States gave so loud and unequivocal proofs of 

the value of the writer's zealous, if not 

' impartial' labors, that Mr. O'Connor must 

have possessed a very blameable degree of 
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modesty, indeed, not to have avowed himself 

the author. How far, in so doing, he has 

consulted his reputation, will appear in the 

.sequel. 

The ' }Iistory of the United States' bears, 

upon the face of the title-page, the stamp of 

respectability. An ' M.D.' a ' D.D. and 

LLD.' ' and other literary gentlemen' as 

the authors, without ' James 1\'Iunroe,' 

and ' The navy department,' among a 

nu1nerous list of subscribers, afford reasonable 

grounds for hoping, that, at last, a candid 

history has appeared from the press of the 

United States. 

That the author may not, as often as a battle 

occurs, have to repeat remarks upon, what, 

withput reference to the fair promises just 

noticed, may be termed, the staple commodity 

of American historians, a few words on the 

subject will not be out of place here. 

Our old enemy in Europe has at all tiJnes 

- J:>~en ready to do justice to the valor of our 
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troops. A Frenchman is contented to boast, 

that the best soldiers of his country have beaten 

an equal number of ours. But an Atnerican 

historian will gravely tell you, that ' about 

.200 raw, undisciplined, American militia, 

entirely routed 600 veteran British regulars;' 

aye, and that ' with the bayonet' too: or, 

if the Americans are described as the routed 

party, it is,-' after a desperate struggle with 

five times their number.' None of these 

gentlemen think it worth their while to advance 

any authority for even the most improbable 

fact. In despite of our reason we are to credit 

their naked assertions; and to confess, that 

the heroes of the new, are giants in prowess, ... 
compared to the heroes of the old world. 

Scarcely is a battle recorded, wherein the 

superiority .of numbers was not on the 

British side; unless, indeed, an opposite state

ment would serve to heap disgrace upon a 

.certain commander, because he happens to 

,differ, in political tenets, from that party, t~ 
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whose sinister purposes the writer has devoted 

his talents and his conscience. 

When a national officer does, as he always 
should, explicitly state the amount and quality 
of his own force, no one has a right to dispute 
his word; but his assertions respecting the force 
of an enemy, unless nearly the whole number 
that engaged him became his prisoners, ought to 
be received with caution. A general may find it 
convenient to show an extended front, of only 
one or two files deep; and thus deceive his 
opponent. A few stragglers in a wood may 
be considered as part of a larger body; or a 
severe unexpected repulse may induce the 
retreating troops, from their fears alone, to 
magnify the number of their foes. For this 
reason chiefly it is, that the author has resolved 
to take each party's positive enumeration of 
his own force, in preference to the loose state
ments and vague conjectures, too often admitted 
into the opposite official accounts. 

In a work of details like the present, many 
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facts must be admitted, having no official foun

dation on either side. Here the reader, 

beyond the rule of probability, has only the 

author's veracity to trust to. Upon that point, 

he deems it proper to state, that, in his military, 

as in his naval work, his unofficial facts are 

the result of direct applications to officers of 

rank and respectability; but whose names 

(as must be obvious) he is not, in all cases, 

at liberty to disclose. Should, however, any 

mistatement have incautiously crept into his 

narrative, military or naval, the author would 

be happy to receive, and, when an opportu

nity offers, to make public, an authenticated 

correction • 

.A woody battle-ground is not the best cal

culated for a display, even on paper, of military 

evolutions; the author, therefore, in selecting 

his plates, has, in most cases, preferred a 

sketch of the country traversed by the con

tending armies, to a plan of their fluctuating 

positions during an engagement. One impor-
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tarit exception is the battle near New Orleans.~ 

Here, without a plan of the natural, as well 

as artificial, military obstacles, the most minute 

verbal description would fall short. Fortu ... 

nately, he can present Plate VII, with confi .. 

dence in its general correctness; not weakened, 

he trusts, by his having wholly framed it out 

of the engravings in two American publications 

on the subject*. For Plates I, Ill, V, and VI, 

he is indebted, also, (some slight alterations 

excepted,) to an American work, Inajor

general James Wilkinson's ' Memoirs of my 

own Time,' published in 1816; a work that 

will be frequently consulted in the course of 

the investigation. 

As Great Britain and the United States of 

Am~rica are now, happily, at peace, a strong 

motive exists for describing the events of the 

late war between them, in language, if not 

courteous, tern perate at least; and this, with

out any reference to the notorious fact 
' 

~, Latour's War in Louisiana, and Eaton's Life of J acksoo. 
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that all American histories, from general 

Wilkinson's huge ' Memoirs} down to the 

' Grub-street'* ' Analectic,' pursue quite an 

opposite course. The author, much as he has, 

while scrutinizing the American accounts, 

endeavoured to command his feelings, may, 

upon unravelling any design of marked 

atrocity, have been betrayed into a warmth of 

expression below the dignity of an historical 

subject. To the general reader, in that case, 

some apology is due: as to the American, let 

him vent his rage upon those of his country

men, who, disgracing the name of ' historians/ 

are the authors or abettors of all the calum

nies which gave the provocation. 

He who shall succeed in teaching American 

writers to venerate truth, as much as their 

readers idolize vain-glory, will have achieved, 

for the republic of America, a ten-fold greater 

service, than the whole pantheon of demi-gods, 

• Analectic Magazine and Naval Chronicle) Vol. VH . 

p.~46 .. 
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whose ' romantic'* feats, ·instead of being 

allowed to shine forth, bedizened ont 'as-' Sir 

Tristian,' 'Don Belianis,' ' the Peers of 

Charlemagne, ' • or any other tale of 

' fiction' or mock-heroic, are presented to 

the world under the specious garb of ' F AITH• 

FUL HISTORY.' 

* Analectic Magazine aud Nav. Chron. Vol. VII. p. 296. 

London, llfay16tl1} 1818. 
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CHAPTER J. 

Origin of the late wa1· with the United States-Pre
sident's message-American declaration of war
Pacific views of the British-Determined lwsti
lity of the Americans-Prince regent's mani .. 

festo in answer to the president's message
Impressed Americans-Native and naturalized 
citizens-Case of EliJah Cla1·ke-A resident in 
tile Canadas shot as a deserter by an American 
officer-Acquillal of the officer-An opposite 
principle afterwards bro_ached by the American 
goyernment-Cause of Indian hatred to the 

Americans: 

THE defensive measures adopted by the British 
government, in contravention of the Berlin and 
lVIiJan decrees, no long·er permitting the subjects 
of the United States, under the disguise of neu- · 
trals, to be the carriers of Fl'ance, the ablest poli
tis1ans in the republic were engaged to prepare a ' 

V OL , I. B 
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svecious manifesto, representing the United 
States as the aggrieved, and Great Britain as 
the aggressing party. A moment of continental 
pressure upon the latter was deemed the fittest for 
promulgating this angry state-paper. Accord
ingly, on the 1st of June, 1812, 1\fr. 1\ladison, 
the American president, sent the following mes
sage to the two houses of congress : 

"Without going back beyond the renewal, in 
1803,ofthe warin.which Great Britain is engaged, 
and omitting on repaired wrongs of inferior mag
nitude, the conduct of her government presents 
a series of acts hostile to the United States, as 
an independent and neutral nation. 

" British cruisers have been in the continued 
practice of violating the American flag on the 
great highway of nations, and of seizing and car
rying off persons sailing under it ; not in the 
exercise of a belligerent right, founded on the 
law of nations, against an enemy, but of a mu
nicipal prerogative over British subjects. Bri
tish jurisdiction is thus extended to neutral ves
sels, in a situation where no laws can operate 
but the law of nations, and the laws of the 
country to which the vessels belong· ; and a self
redress is assumed, which, if British subjects 
were wrongfully detained and alone concerned 

. ' 
is that substitution of force for a resort to the 
responsible sovereign, which falls within the de-
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finition of war. Could the seizure of British 
subjects, in such cases, be regarded as within the 
exercise of a belligerent right, the acknowledged 
laws of wars, which forbid an article Qf cap
tured property to be adjudged, without a regu
lar investigation before a competent tribunal, 
would imperiously demand the. fairest trial, 
where the sacred rights of persons '"'·ere at issue. 
In place of such trial, these rights are subjected 
to the will of every petty commander. 
- " The practice, hence, is so far from affecting 
Britiih subjects alone, that undea· the pretext of 
searching for these, thousands of American citi
zens, under the safeguard of public laws; and of 
their national flag, have been torn from their 
country, and from every thing _dear to them; 
have been dragged on board ships of war of a 
foreign nation, and exposed under the seyerjties 
of their discipline, to be exiled to the most dis· 
tant and deadly climes, to risk their li\'es in the 
patties of their oppressors, and to be the melan
choly instruments of taking· away those of their 
on·n brethren. 

" Against this crying enormity, which . Great 
Britain would be so prompt to avenge, if com
mitted against herself, the United States have in 
Yain exhausted remonstrances and expostula
tions. And that no proof might be wanting of 
tl1eir conciliatory disposition, and no pretext 

B 2 
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left for a continuance of the practice, the British 
goYernment was formally assured of the readi.
nes.t of the United States to enter into arrange
ments, such as could not be rejected, if the re .. 
covery of British subjects were the real and 
the sole object. The communication passed 

without effect. 
"British cruisers have also been in the prac• 

tice of violating the rights and the peace of our 
coasts. They hover over and harass our enter .. 
ing and departing commerce. To the most in
sulting pretensions they have added the most law
less proceedings in our very hat·bours, and han~ 
wantonly spilt American blood within thesanctu .. 
~ry of our territorial jurisdiction. The principles 
and rules enforced by that nation, when a neu
tral nation 1 against armed vessels of belligerents 
hovering near her coasts, and disturbing her 
commerce, are well known. When called on, ne
' 'ertheless, by the United States, to punish the 
greater off'ences committed by her own vessels, 
her government has bestowed on their comman
ders additional marks of honour and confi
dence. 

'' Under pretended blockades, without the 
presence of an adequate force, and ~ometimt>s 
without the practicability of applying one, our 
eommerce has been plundered in every sea; the 
great staples of our country have been cut off 
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from their legitimate markets; and a destru·c
tive blow aimed at our ::tgricultural and mari
time interests. In aggravation of these pl·eda
tory measUI·es, they have been considered as in 
force from the dates of their notification ; a re
trospective effect being thus added, as has been 
done iu other important cases, to the unlawful
ness of the course pursued. And to render the 
outrage the more signal, these mock blockades 
have been reiterated and enforced in the face of 
official communications from the British govern
ment, declaring, as the true definition of a legal 
blockade, ' that particular ports must he actu
ally invested, and previous warning given to ves
sels bound to them, not to enter.' 

" Not content with these occasional expe .. 
dients for laying '"'aste our neutral trade, the 
cabinet of .Great Britain re~orted, at length, to 
the sweeping system of blocl<.ades, under the 
name of orders in council, which has been 
moulded and managed as mi~ht best suit its po
litical views, its commercial jealousies, or the 
avidhy of British cruisers. 

'' To our remonstrances against the compli~ 
cated and transcendent injustice of this innova
tion, the first reply was, that the orders were 
reluctantly adopted by Great Britain, as a ne
cessary retaliation on the decrees of her enemy, 
proclaiming a general blockade of the British 
isles, at a time when the naval force of that ene-
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my dared not to issue from his own ports. She 
was reminded, without effect, that her own prior 

blockades, unsupported by an adequate naval 
force, actually applied and continued, were a 
bar to this plea; that executed edicts against 
millions of our property could not be retaliation 
on edicts confessedly impossible to be executed; 
and that retaliation, to be just, should fall on the 
party setting the guilty example, not on an in· 
nocent party, which was not even chargeable 
with an acquiescence in it. 

" When deprived of this flimsy veil for a pro. 
hibition of our trade with her enemy, by the 
repeal of his prohibition of our trade with Great 
Britain, her cabinet, instead of a corresponding 
repeal, or a practical discontinuance of its orders, 
formally avowed a dete~mination to persist in 
them against the United States, until the markets 
of her enemy should be laid open to Briti~h pro
ducts; thus asserting an obligation on a neutral 
power, to require one belligerent to encourage~ 
by its internal regulations, th.e trade of another 
belligerent, contradicting her own practice to
wards all natioi1s, in peace as well as in war; 
and betraying the insincerity of those profes
sions which inculcated a belief, that, having 
resorted to her m·ders with regret, she was 

anxious to find an occasion for putting an end 
to them. 

" Abandoning still more all respect for the 
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neutral rights of the lTnited States, and for its 
own consistency, the British government now 
demands, as pre-requisites to a repeal of its 
orders, as they relate to the United States, that 
a formality should be observed in the repeal of 
the French decrees, nowise necessary to their ter
J;Uination, nor exemplified by British usage ; 
and that the French repeal, besides including 
that portion of the decrees which operates within 
a territorial jurisdiction, as well as that which 
operates on the high seas, against the commerce 
of the United States, should not be a single spe
cial repeal, in relation to the United States, but 
should be extended to whatever other neutral 
nations, unconnected with them, may be affected 
by those decrees. 

" And, as an additional insult, they are called 
on for a formal disavowal of conditions and pre
tensions advanced by the French government, 
for which the United States are so far from 
having· made themselves responsible, that, in offi
cial explanations, which have been published to 
the world, and in a correspondence of the Ame
rican minister at London with the British minis
ter for foreign affairs, such a responsibility was 
explicitly and emphatically disclaimed. 

" It has become, indeed, sufficiently certain, 
that the commerce of the United States is to be 
sacrificed, not as interfering with the belligerent 
rights of Great Britain, not as supplying the 
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wants of their enemies, which she herself ~up
plies, but as interfering with the monopoly 
which she covets for her own commerce and 
navigation. She carries on a war against the law
ful commerce of a friend, that she may the bet
ter carry on a commerce with an enemy ; a com
Inerce polluted by the forgeries and perjuries 
which are, for the most part, the only passports 
by which it can succeed. • 

4C Anxious to make every experiment, short of 
the last resort of injured nations, the United 
States have withheld from Great Britain, under 
successive modifications, the henefits of a free 
intercourse with their market, the loss of ·which 
could not but outweigh the profits accruing 
from her restrictions of our commerce with other 
nations. And to entitle these experiments to 
the more favourable consideration, they \Yere so 
framed as to enable her to place her adversary 
under the exclusive operation of them. To 
these appeals hea· government has been equally 
inflexible, as if ·willing to make sacrifices of 
every sort, rathea· than yield to the claims of 
justice, or re.nounce the errors of a false pride. 
Nay, so far were the attempts canied to over
come the attachment of the British cabinet to its 
unjust edicts, that it received every encourage
ment within the cornpetency of the executive 
branch of our go,·ernment, to expec~ that a 
repeal of them would be followed by a war 
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between the ( nited States and France, \In less 

the French edicts should also be repealed. Even 
this communication, although silencing for ever 

the plea of a disposition in the United States to 

acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole plea 

for them, received no attention. 

" If no other proof existed of a predetermina
tion of the British government against a repeal 

of its orders, it might be found in the correspon
dence of the minister plenipotentiary of the 

r nited States at London, and the British secre

tary for foreign affairs, in 1810, on the question, 
whether the blockade of May 1806 was consi

dered as in force or as not in force. It had been 

ascertained that the French government, which 

urged this blockade as the ground of its Berlin 

decree, was willing, in the event of its removal, to 

1·epeal that decree; which, being followed by al
ternate repeals of the other offensive edicts, might 

abolish the whole system on both sides. This 

inviting opportunity for accomplishing an object 

so impo_rtant to the United States, and professed 

so often to be the desire of both the belligerents, 

was made known to the British government. 

As that government admits that an actual appli

cation of an adequate force is necessary to the 

existence of a legal blockade; and it was noto

r ious, that if such a force had ever been applied, 

its long discontinuance had annulled the block

ade in q nestion, there could be no sufficient 
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objection on the.part of Great Britain to a formal 
revocation of it ; and no imaginable objection to 
a declaration of the fact that the blockade did 
not exist. The declaration would have been 
consistent with her avowed principles of block
ade, and would have enabled the United States 
to demand from France the pledged repeal of 
her decrees ; either with success, in which case 
the way would have been opened for a general 
repeal of the belligerent edicts; or without suc
cess, in which case the Vnited States would have 
been justified in turning their measures exclu
sively against France. The British government 
would, howev~r, neither rescind the blockade, 
nor declare its non-existence, nor permit its non
existence to be inferred and affirmed by the 
American plenipotentiary. On the contrary, 
by representing the blockade to be compre
hended in the orders in council, the tTnited 
States were compelled so to regard it in their 
subsequent proceedings. 

" There was a period when a favourable 
change in the policy of the British cabinet was 
justly considered as established. The minister 
plenipotentiary of his Britannic majesty here 
proposed an adjustment of the differences more 
immediately endangering the harmony of the 
two countries. The proposition was accepted 
with a promptitude and cordiality correspond
ing with -the invariable professions of this go-
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vernment. A foundation appeard to be laid fur 
a sincere and lasting reconciliation. The pros
pect, howeyer, quickly vanished. The whole 
proceeding was disavowed by the British govet·n
ment, without any explanation which could at 
that time repress the belief that the disavowal 
proceeded from a spirit of hostility to the com
mercial rights and prosperity of the United 
States. And it has since come into proof that, 
at the very moment when the public minister 
was holding the· language of friendship, and 
inspired confidence in the sincerity of the nego
ciation with which he was charged, a secret 
agent of his government was employed in in
trigues, having· for their object a subversion of 
our goyernment, and a dismemberment of our 
happy union. 

'' In reviewing the conduQ_t of Great Britain 
towards the l nited States, our attention is ne
cessarily drawn to the warfare just renewed by 
the savages on one of our extensive hontiers; a· 
warfare which is known to spare neither age nor · 
sex, and to be distinguished by features peculi
arly shocking to humanity. It is difficult to 
account for the activity and combinations whicli 
have for some time been developing themselves 
among the tribes in constant intercourse witli 
the British traders and · garrisons, without con
necting their hostility with that influence·, and· 
without recollecting the authenticated examples 
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of such interpositions heretofore furnished by 
the officers and agents of that g·overnment. 

'' Such is the spectacle of injuries and indi.g
nities which have been heaped on our country ; 
and such the crisis which its unexampled for
bearance and conciliatory efforts have uot be~n 
able to a,·ert. It might, at least, have been ex
pected, that an enlightened nation, if less urged 
by moral obligations, or invited by friendly dis
positions on the part of the L~nited States, would 
ha\·e found in its true interest alone, a sufficient 
motive to respect their rights and their tran
quillity on the high seas; that an enlarged policy 
would have favoured that free and general cir
culation of commerce, in which the British 
nation is at aH times interested; and which, in 
times of war, is the best alleviation of its cala
mities to herself, as welJ as the other beJiigerents; 
and more especially, that the British cabinet 
would not, for the sake of a precarious and sur
reptitious intercourse with hostile markets, have 
persevered in a course of n1easures which neces
sarily put at hazard the invaluable 1narket of a 
gt·eat and growing country, disposed to cultivate 
the mutual advantages of an active commerce. 

" Other councils have prevailed. Our mo
deration and conciliation have had no other 
effect than to encourage perseverance, *lnd to 
enlarge pretensions. "-e behold our seafarino
citizens still the daily victims of lawless violence~ 
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cmnmitted on the great and common highway 
of nations; even within sight of the country 
which owes them protection. 'Ve behold ou.r 
vessels ft·eighted with the products of our soil 
and industry, o1· 1'eturning with the honest pro
ceeds of them, wrested from their lawful desti
nations, confiscated by prize-courts, no longer 
the organs of public law, but the instruments 
of arbitrary edicts; and their unfortunate crews 
dispersed and lost, or forced, 01' inveigled, in 
British ports, into British fleets; whilst argu
ments are employed in support of these aggres
sions, which have no foundation but in a princi
ple supporting equally a claim to regulate our 
external commerce in all cases whatsoever. 

'' We behold, in fine, on the side of Great 
Britflin, a state of war against the United States; 
and on the side of the United States, a state 
of peace towards Great Britain. 

" \Vhether the United States shall continu~ 
passive under these progressive usurpations, and 
these accumulating \vrongs; or, opposing force 
to force, in defence of their natutal rights, shall 
commit a just _cause into the hands of the 
Almighty Disposer of events; a\'oiding all con
nections which might entan-gle it in the contests 
or views of other powers, and preserving a con
stant readiness to concur in an honourable re
establishment of peace and friendship, is a 
solemn question, which the constitution wisely 
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confides to the legislative department of the 
government. In recommending it to their early 
deliberations, I alJl happy in the assurance that 
the decision will be worthy tbe -enlightened and 
patriotic councils of a virtuous, a free, and a 

powerful nation. 
" Having presented this view of the relations 

of the United States with Great Britain, and of 
the solemn alternative growing out of them, I 
proceed to remark, that the communications last 
made to congress, on the subject of our rela
tions with France, will have shown that since 
the revocation of her decrees as they violated 
the neutral rights of the l.:" nited States, her 
gover~ment has authorised . illegal captures by 
its privateers and public ships, and that other 
outrages have been practised on our vessels and 
our citizens. It will have been seen also, that 
D() indemnity had been provided, or satisfacto
rily pledged, fo•· the extensive spoliations com
mitted under the violeut and retrospective order 
of the French government ag·ainst the property 
of our citizens seized within the jurisdiction of 
France. 
. '' I abstain at this time from recommendin{)' 

l:! 

to the conside1·ation of congress, definitive 
1neasur~s with re~pect to that nation, in the 
expectation that the result of unclosed discus. 
sions between out· minister plenipotentiary at 

~aris and the French goret'nment, will speedily 
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enablr, congress to decide with greater advan
tage on the course due to the rights, the interests, 
and the hoRour of our country." 

In seventeen days after the date of this de
clamatory speech, the two houses of congress 
formally declared war against Great Britain, 
and empowered the pre ident to issue letters of 
marque and general reprisal; and, on the very 
day on which this declaration arrived at New 
York, appeared in the Lonclon Gazette tl1e 
prince regent's declaration, absolutely and un
equivocally re"Voking the orclers in council, so 
far as they related to American vessels. Nothing 
could better de1nonstrate to the world the dif
ferent feelings which actuated the two govern· 
ments. 

The American declaration of waa· reacherl 
the. British government on the 30th of July; 
but, in the finn reliance that the re-vocation of 
the orders in council would produce a pacific 
effect, no further steps were taken by the latter, 
than to direct that _ American ships and goods 
should be brought in and detained. It was 
not till the 13th of October, when the Ame
rican government had disregarded _the notified 

repeal of the orders in council, and refused to 
ratify the armistice agreed upon between Sir 
George Prevost and General Dearborn on the 
Canadian frontier, that the British government 

published an order for granting general reprisals 
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against the ships, goods, and citizens of tbe 
United States; and even this order concluded 
with a declaration, that nothing therein was to 
annul the authority which had been given to his 
majesty's commanders upon the American station, 
to sign a convention for recalling all hostile orders 
issued by the respective governments, with a view 
of restoring the accustomed relations of amity 
and commerce between the two countries. That 
pacific attempt failing, also, the prince regent, 
on the 9th of January, 1813, issued the follow
ing manifesto in reply to Mr. 1\Jadison)s: 

" The earnest endeavours of the prince 
regent to preserve the relations of peace and 
amity with the United States of America having 
unfortunately failed, his royal highness, acting 
in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, 
deems it proper publicly to declare the causes 
and origin of the war, in which· the government 
of the r nited States has compelled him to 
engage. 

"No desire of conquest, or other ordinary 
motive of aggression, has been, or can be n·iti1 

anv colour of reason, in this case, imputed to 
Great Britain. That her commercial interests 
were on the side of peace, if war could hal'e 
been avoided without the sacrifice of her mari
time rights, or without an injurious submission 
to France, is a truth which the American goyern
ment will not deny. 
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" His royal highness does not, however, mean 
to rest on the favorable presumption to which 
he is entitled. He is prepared, by an exposition 
of the circumstances which have led to the 
present war, to show that Great Britain has 
throughout acted towards the United States of 
America with a spirit of amity, forbearance, and 
conciliation; and to demonstrate the inadmiisi
ble nature of those pretensions which have at 
length unhappily involved the two countries 
1n war. 

" It is well known to the world, that it l1as 
been the invariable object of the ruler of France 
to destroy the power and independence of the 
Briti~h empire, as the chief obstacle to the ac
complishment of his ambi t ious designs. 

'' He first contemplated the possibility of 
assembling such a naval force in the channel 
a~, combined with a numerous flotilla, should 
enable him to disembark in England an army 
sufficient, in his conception, to subjugate this 
country; and through tte conquest of Great 
Britain he hoped to realize his project of uni-· 
versal empire. 

" By the adoption of an enlarged and provi~ 
dent sy~tem of internal defence, and by the 
valour of his majesty's fleets and armies, this 
design was entirely frustrated; and the naval 
force of France, after the most signal defeats, 
was compelled to retire from the ocean, 

VOL. I . c 



13 1\IILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

'' An attempt was then made to effectuate the 
same purpose by other means-a system was 
brought forward, by which the ruler of France 
hoped to annihilate the commerce of Great 
B1·itain, to shake her public credit, and to det:t
troy her revenue; to render useless her maritime 
superiority, and so to avail himself of his con
t.inental ascendancy, as to constitute himself, in 
a great measure, the arbiter of the ocean, not
withstanding the destruction of his fleets. 

"With this view, by the decree of Berlin, 
followed by that of l\1ilan, he declared the 
British territories to be in a state of blockade; 
and that all commerce or e,·en corre6pondence 
with Great Britain was prohibited. He decreed 

. that every Yessel and cargo, which had entered, 
01· was found proceeding to a British port, or 
which, under any circumstances, had been visited 
by a British ship of war, should be lawful prize: he 
declared a1l British goods and produce, wherever 
found, and however acquired, whether coming 
from the mother-country or from her colonies, 
subject to confiscation; he further declared to 
be denationalized, the flag of all neutral ships 
that should be found offending· against these his 
decrees: and he gave to this project of universal 
tyranny, the name of the continental system. 

"For these attempts to ruin the commerce of 
Great Britain, by 1neans subversiYe of the clear
el)t righ~s of neutral nations, France endeay. 

' ' 
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oured in yain to rest her justification upon the 

previous conduct of his majesty's government. 

" Under circumstances of unparal1eled pro
vocation, his majesty had abstained from any 

measure which the ordinary rules of the law of 
nations did not fu)]y warrant. Ne,·er was the 

maritime superiority of a belligerent over his 
enemy more complete and decided. Never was 

the opposite belligerent so formidably danger

-ous in his power, and in his policy, to the liber
ties of all other nations. France had already 

trampled so openly and systematical1y on tne 
most sacred rights of neutral powers, as might 

well have justified the placing her ouf of the 
pale of civilized nations. Yet in this extreme 

case, Great Britain had so used her naval-ascen

dancy, that her enemy could find no just eau~ 
of complaint: and, in order to give to these 
lawless decrees the appearance of retaliation, 

the ruler of France was obliged to advance 

principles of maritime law unsanctioned by any 

other authority than his own arbitrary will. 
"The pretext for these decrees were, first, 

that Great Britain had exercised the rights of 

war against private persons, their ships and 

goods; as if the only object of legitimate hos

tility on the ocean were the public property of 

a state, or as if the edicts and the courts of 

France itself bad not at all times enforced this 

Jigbt with :r;eculiar rigour; secondly, that the 
c 2 
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British orders of blockade, instead of being con
fined to fortified towns had, as France asserted, 

. ' 
been unlawfully extended to commercial towns 
and ports, and to the mouths of rivers; and, 
thirdly, that they had been applied to places, 
an.d to coasts. ·which neither were; nor could be, 
actually blockaded. ·The last ·of these charges 
is not founded on fact; whilst the others, even 
by the admission of the American government, 
are utterly groundless in point of law. 

" Agains~ these decrees, his majesty protested 
and appealed-he called upon the United States 
to assert their own rights, and to vindicate their 
independence, thus menaced and attacked; and 
as _France h~d declared, that she would confis. 
cate .every vessel which should touch in Great 
B~itain, or be _visited by British ships of war, 
his . majesty, -having previously issued the order 
o~ ~anuary 1807, as an act of mitig·ated retalia
tion, was at length compelled by the persevering 
viol~nce of the enemy, and the continued ac,. 
quiescence of neutral powers, to revisit upon 
France in a more effectual manner, the measure 
of her own injustice, by declaring,. in an order 
in council, bearing date the 11th of 1\ovember 

' 1807, that no neutral Yes~el should proceed to 
17rance or to any of the countries from which 

' in obedience to the dictates of France, British 
commerce was excluded, without first touchino
at a port in Great Britain, or her depeucencief;~ 
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At the same time, his majesty intimated his 
readiness to repeal the orders in council, when· 
eYer France should rescind her decrees, and 
return to the accustomed principles of maritime 
warfare; and at a subsequent. period, as a proof· 
of his majesty's sincere desire to accommodatej · 
as far as possible, his defensive measures to the 
convenience of neutral powers, the operation 
of the orders in council was, by an order issued 
in April, 1809, limited to a blockade of France, 
and of the countries subjected to her immedia-te 
dominion. 

"Systems of violence, oppression, and tyran
ny, can Qever be suppressed, or even checked,' 
if the power against which such injustice i5 
ex-erc,ised be debarred from the right of full and 
adequate retaliation : or, if the measur_es of the 
retaliating power are to be considered as matters 
of just offence to neutral nations, whilst the 
measure of original aggression and violence are 
to be tolerated with indifference, submission, or 
complacency. 

"'The government of the United States did 
not fail to remonstrate against -the orders in· 
council of Great Britain. Although they knew 
that these orders would be revoked, if the
decrees of France, which had occasioned· them. 
w~re repealed; they resolved at the same moment 
to resist the conduct of both belligerents, instPad 
of requiring France, iu the first instance, to 
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rescind her decrees. Applying most unjustly 
the same measure of resentment to the aggressor 
~nd to the party aggt·ieved, they adopted mea
sures of commercial resistance against both-a 
system of resistance which, however ,·aried in 
the successive acts of embargo, non-intercourse, 
or non-importation, was evidently unequal in 
its operation, and principally levelled against 
the superior commerce, and maratime power of 
Great Britain. 

"The same partiality towards France was 
observable in theit· nego~iations as in their mea
sures of alleged resistance. 
~' Application was made to both belligerents 

for a revocation of thei1· respective edicts; but 
the terms in which they were made were widely 
different. 

''·Of France was required a revocation only 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, although many 
other edicts, grossly violating the neutral cmn
merce of the United States, had been promul
gated by that power. No security was de
tpanded, that the Berlin and l\1 ilan decrees ., 
even if revoked, should not under some other 
fm·m be re-established: and a direct eng·agement 
was offered, that upon . such re\'ocation the 
American government \vould take part in the 
war against Great Britain, if Great Britain did 
uot iminediately rescind her orders. 'Vhereas 
no corresponding engage1nent was offered to 
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Great B1·itain, of whom it was required, not 
only that the orders in council should be re
pealed, but that no others of a similar nature 
should be issued, and that the blockade of 
May, }806, should be also abandoned. This 
blockade, established and enforced according to 
accustomed practice, had not been objected to 
by the United States at the time it \-Vas issued. 
Its provisions were on the contrary represented 
by the American minister, resident in London at 
the time, to ha\'e been so framed as to afford, in 
his judgment, a proof of the friendly disposition 
of the British cabinet towards the United 
States. 

"Great Britain was thus called upon to aban
don one of her most important 1naritime rights; 
by· acknowledging the order . of blockade in 
q nestion to be one of the edicts ·which violated 
the commerce of the United States, although it 
had never been so considered in the previous 
negociations-and although the president of the 
United States had recently consented to abrogate 
the non-intercourse act, on the sole condition of 
the orders in council being revoked; thereby 
distinctly admitting these orders to be the only 
edicts which fell within the contemplation of 
the law under which he acted. 

"A proposition so hostile toGreatBritain,could 
not but be proportionably encouraging to the 
pretensions of the enemy. As, by their alleging 
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that the blockade of May, 1806, was iHegal, the 
American government virtually justified, so far 
as depended on them, the French decrees. 

"Aftea· this proposition had been made, the 
French minister for foreign affairs, if not in 
concert with that government, at least in con
formity with its views, in a dispatch, dated the 
5th of August, 1810, and addressed to the Ame
rican minister resident at Paris, stated, that the 
Berlin and Milan decrees were revoked, and 
that their operation would cease from the 1st 
day of November following, provided his ma
jesty would revoke his orders in council, and 
renounce the new principles of blockade; or 
that the United States would cause their rights 
to be respected ; meaniug thereby, that th~y 
would resist the retaliatory measures of Great 
Britain. 

''Although the repeal of the French decree~ 
thus announced was evidently contingent, either 
on concessions to be made bv Great Britain . , 
(concessions to which it was obvious Great Bri-
tain could not submit), or on measures to be 
adopted by the United States ·of A rnerica ; tbe 
American president at once considered the re
peal as absolute. Under that pretence the non
importation act was strictly enforced against 
Great Britain, whilst the ships of war, an-d 
merchant-ships of the enemy, were recei·fed into 
the harbours of A1nerica. 
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c, The American government, assuming the 
N>peal of the French decrees to be absolute and 
effectual, most unjustly required Great Britain) 
in conformity to her declarations, to revoke her 
orde1·s in council. The British govet·nment de
nied that the repeal, which was announced in 
the letter of the French minister for foreign 
affi1irs, was such as ought to satisfy Great Bri
tain; and in order to ascertain the true charac
ter of the measure adopted by France, the 
go,·ernment of the United States was called upon 
to produce the instrument, by w~ich the alleged 
appeal «?f the French decrees had been effected. 
If these decrees were really rev()ked, such an 
instrument must exist, and no satisfactory rea
son could be given for withholding it. 

"At length, on the 21st of May, 1812, and 
not before, the American minister in London 
did produce a copy, or at least what purported 
to be a copy, of such an instrument. 

"It professed to bear date the 28th of April, 
1811, long subsequent to the dispatch of the 
French minister of foreign affairs of the .-)th of 
August, 1810, or even the day named therein; 
,·iz. the 1st of November following, when the 
operation of the French decrees was to cease. 
This instrument expressly declared that these 
French decrees were repealed in consequence of 
the _American legislature having, by their act · of 
the 1st of l\1arch, 1811, provided that Brit'ish 
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ships and merchandize should be excluded 
from the ports and harbours of the United 
States. 

" By this instrument, tlie only document pro. 
duced by America as a repeal of the French 
decrees, it appears, beyond a possibility of doubt 
or cavil, that the alleged repeal of the French 
decrees was conditional, as Great Britain had 
asserted, and not absolute or final, as had been 
maintained by America: that they were- not 
repealed at the time they were stated to be re
pealed by the American government ; that 
they were not repealed in conformity with a 
propositition simultaneously made to both bel
Jigerents ; but that in consequence of a previous 
act on the part of the American go\'ernment, 
they were repealed in favour of one be1ligerent, 
to the prejudice of the other; that the American 
government having adopted measures restrict in! 
upon the commerce of both belligerents, in con
sequence of edicts issued by both, rescinded 
these measures, as they affected that po\ver 
whie'h was the aggressOJ·, ·whilst they put them 
in full operation against the party aggrieved, 
although the edicts of both powers continued 
in force; and, lastly, that they excluded the 
ships of war belonging to one belligerent, whilst 
they admitted into their ports and harbours the 
ships of w~r belonging to the other, 1n Yiobtion 
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of one of the plainest aiul most essential duties 
of a neutral nation. 

" Although the instntment thus produced was 
by no means that general and unqualified revo
cation of the Berlin and Milan decrees which 
Great Britain had continually demanded, and 
had a full right to claim ; and although this in
~ttrument, under all the circumstances of its ap~ 
pearance at that moment, for the first time, was 
open to the strongest suspicions of its authenti
city; yet, as the minister of the United States 
produced it, as purporting to be a copy of the 
instrument of revocation, the government of 
Great Britain, desirous of reverting, if possible, 
to the ancient and accustomed principles of ma
ritime war, determined upon revoking, condi
tionally, the orders in council. Accordingly, 
in the month of June last, ·his royal highness 
the prince regent was pleased to declare in 
council, in the name and on the behalf of his 
l\1ajesty, that the orders in council should be re
voked, as far as r~spected the ships and property 
of the United States, from the 1st of August 
following. This revocation was to continue in 
force, provided the government of the United 
States should, within a time to be limited, repeal 
their restrictive laws against British commerce. 
His majesty's minister in America was expressly 
ordered to declare to the government of the 

/ 
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United States, that ' this measure had been 
adopted by the prince regent in the earnest 
wish and hope, either that the government of 
f'rance by further relaxations of its system, 
~ight render perseverance on the part of Great 
Britain, in retaliatory measures, unnecessary; 
or, if this hope should prove delusive, that his 
majesty's government might be enabled, in the 
absence of all ira-itating and restrictive regula .. 
tions on either side, to enter, with the govern
ment oft he United States, into aujcable expJa .. 
nations, for the purpose of ascertaining whether, 

. if the necessity of retaliatory measures should un
fol'tunately continue to operate, the particular 
measures to be acted upon by Great Britain could 
be rendered more acceptable to the American 
government than those hitherto pursued.' 

" In order to provide for the contingency of a 
declaration of war on the part of the United 
States, previous to the arrival in America of the 
said order of revocation, instructions were sent 
to his majesty's minister plenipotentiary, accre
dited to the United States, (the execution of 
which instructions, in consequence of tbe dis
co_ntinuance of Mr. Foster's functions, were, at 
a subsequent period, ent1·usted to admiral Sir 
John Borlase \Varren,) directing him to propose 
a cessation of hostilities, should they have com
menced; and, further, to offer a simultaneous 
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repeal of the orders in council, on the one side, 
and of the restrictive laws on British ships and 
commerce, on the other. 

" They were also respectively empowered to 
acquaint the American government, in reply to 
any inquiries with respect to the blockade of 
~lay, 1806, whilst the British government must 
continue to maintain its legality, 'that, in point 
of fact, this pa1ticular blockade had been dis
continued for a length of time, having been 
merged in the general retaliatory blockade of 
the enemy's ports, under the orders in council ; 
and that his majesty's government had no inte.n
tion of recurring to this, or to any other of tlte 
blockades of the enemy's ports, founded upon the 
ordinary and accustomed principles of maritime 
law-, which were in force previous to the orders 
in council~ without a new notice to neutral 
powers, in the usual form.' 

''The American government, before they re
ceived intimation of the course adopted by the 
British government, had, in fact, proceeded t~ 
the extreme measure of declaring war, and issu
ing 'letters of marque,' notwithstanding they 
were previously in possession of the report of 
the French minister for foreign affairs, of the 
12th of March, 1812, promulgating anew the 
Berlin and Milan decrees as fundamental laws 
of the French empire, under the false and ex
travagant pretext, that the monstrous principles 
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therein contained were to he found in the treaty 
of Utrecht, and were therefore binding upon 
all states. From the penalties of this code no 
nation was to be exempt which did not accept 
it, not oniy as the rule of its own conduct but 
as a law, the observance of which it was also 
required to enforce upon Great Britain. 

" In a manifesto, accompanying their decla
ration of hostilities, in addition to the former 
complaints against the orders in council, a long 
list of grievances was brought forward; some 
trivial in themselves, others wliich had been 
mutually adjusted, but none of them such as 
were ever before alleged by the American 
government to be grounds for war. 

"As if to thro\v additional obstacles in the 
way of peace, the American congress at the 
~ame time passed a law prohibiting all inter
course with Great Britain, of such a tenor cu 
deprived the executive government, according 
to the president's O\Vn construction of tha.t act, 
of all power of restoring the relations of friendly 
intercourse between the two state~, so far, at 
least, as concerned their commet·cial intercourse 

' until congress should re-assemble. 

· " The president of the United States has it 
' is- true, since proposed to Great Britain an 

armistice; not, however, on the admission that 
the . cause of war, hitherto relied on, was re
moy.ed,. but on condition that Great Britain, as 
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a preliminary step, should do away a cause of 
war, now brought forward as such, for the first 
time; namely, that she should abandon the ex
ercise of her undoubted right of search, to take 
fa·mu American merchant-vessels British seamen , 
the natural-born subjects of his majesty; and this 
concession was required upon a mere assurance, 
that laws would be enacted .by the legislature 
of the United States, ·to prevent . such seam.en 
from entering into their. se nice; but, indepen
dent of the objection to an exclusive .reliance on 
a foreign state, for the conservation of so vital 
an interest, no explanation was, or _could be, 
afforded by the agent who · was charged with 
this ;Overture, either as to the main principles 
upon '' hich such laws were to be found-ed, or 
as to the provisions which it was proposed they 
should contain. 

"This proposition having been objected to 1 a 
second proposal was made, again offering an 
armistice, provided the British gol'ernment 
would secretly stipulate to renounce the exercise 
of this right in a treaty of peace. An immediate 
and formal abandonment of its exercise, as a 
preliminary to a cessation of hostilities, was not 
demanded; but his . royal highness the prince· 
t·egent was required, in the name and on . the 
behalf of his majesty, secretly to abandon .what 
the former overture had proposed to him Jmb 
licly to concede. 



32 MILJTAltY OCCtJI\~ENCES BETWEEN 

" This most offensive proposition was also 
J'f'jeeted, being accompanied, ru. the former had 
~.een, by other demands of the most exception
able nature, and especially of indemnity for all 
American vessels detained and condemned un
der the orders in council, or under what were 
termed illegal blockades; a compliance witlt. 
which demands, exclusive of an other objections, 
Rould have amounted to an absolute surrender 
of the .rights on which those orders and block
ades were founded. 

'' Had the American government been ~in

cere in representing the orders in council as the 
only subject of difference between Great Britain 
and the United States, calculated to lead to 
hostilities, it might have been expected, so soon 
as the reYocation of those orders had been offi
cially made known to them, that they would 
have spontaneously recalled their ' letters of 
marque,' and manifested a disposition imme
diately to restore the relations of peace and 
amity between the two powers . 
. " But the conduct of the government of the 

United States by no means corresponded with 
such reasonable expectations. 

" The orders in council of the 23d of June 
being officially communicated in America, the 
government of the United States saw nothing in 
the ~epeal of the orders in council which should 
of it tself testore peace, uul e:s~ Great Britain were 
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prepared, in the first instance , suhstantially to 
relinquish the rjght of impressing her own sea
men, when found on board American merchant 
ships. 

''The proposal of an armistice, and of a 
simultant!ous repeal of the restrictive measures 
on both sides subsequently made by the com
manding officer of his majesty's naval forces on 
th~ American coast, were received in the same 
hostile spirit by the government of the United 
States. The suspension of the practice of im
pressment was insisted upon, in the correspon
dence which passed on that occasion, as a neces
sary preliminary to a cessation of hostilities: 
negociation, it was stated, might take place 
without any suspension of the exercise of this 
right, and also without any armistice being con
cluded; but Great Britain was required previ
ously to agree, without any knowledge of the 
adequacy of the system which could be substi
tuted, to negociate upon the basis of accepting 

the legislative regulations of a foreig·n state as 
the sole eq ui,·alent for the exercise of a right 

which she has felt to be essential to the support 

of her maritime power .. 
'' If America, ~y demanding this preliminary 

concession, inten~s to deny . the validity of that 
right, in that denial Great Britain cannot ~cq ui
esce; nor w.iJl she give countena-nce to such a 

pretension, by acceding to its suspension , much 

VOL. I. D 
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less to its abandonment, as a basis on which to 
treat. If the American government has de\·ised, 

or conceives it can devise, regulations which may 
safely be accepted by Great Britain, as a sub
stitute for the exercise of the right in question, 

it is for them to bring forward such a pJan for 
consideration. The British government has never 
Jtttempted to exclude this question from amongst 

those on which the two states might have to nego

ciate: it has, on the contrary, uniformly professed 
its readiness to receive and discuss any proposi-

' tion on this subject, coming from the American 
government: it has never asserted any exclusive 
right, as to the impressment of Briti~h seamen 
from American Yessels, which it was not prepa
red to acknowledge, as appertaining· equally to 
the government of the United Statt>s, with res
pect to American seamen when found on boal'd 
British merchant ships. But it cannot by ac
ceding to such a basis in the first instance, either 
a~ume, or admit that to be practicable, which, 
when attempted on former occasions, has always 
been found to Le attended with great difficul
ties; such difficulties as the British commis':' 
sioners, in 1806, expressly declared, after an at
tentive consideration of the suggestions brought 
forward by the commissioners on the part of 
America, they were unable to surmount. 

'' \Vhilst this proposition, transmitted throuo·b 
;:, 

the British admiral, was pending in America , 
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snother communication, on the subject of an 
armistice, was unotficiallv made to the British 
government in this country. The agent from 
whom this proposition was received, acknow
ledged that he did not consider that he had any 

authority himself to sign an agreement on the 
part of his government. It was obvious that 
any stipulations entered into, in consequence of 
this overture, would have been binding on the 
:British government, whilst the government of 
the United States would have been free to refuse 
or accept them, according· to the circumstances 
of the moment. This p roposition was, there
·fore, necessarily declined. 

"After this exposition of the circumstance!!. 
which preceded, and whicb have followed the 
declaration of war by the United States, his 
1·oyal highness the prince regent, acting in the 
name and on the behalf of his majesty, feels 
himself called upon to declare the leading 1nin• 
ciples by which the conduct of Great Britain has 
been regulated in the transactions connected 

with these discussions. 
" His royal highness can never acknowledge 

any blockade whatsoever to be illegaJ, which 

has been duly notified, and is supported by an 
adequate force, merely upon the ground of its 
extent, or because the port or coasts blockaded 
a re not at the same time invested by land. 

~ His royal highnesg can · never admit, that 

D 2 
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neutral trade with Great Britain can be consti

tuted a public crime, the commission of which 

can expose the ships of any power whatever to 

be denationalized. 

'' His royal highness can never admit, that 

Great Britain can be debarred of its right of 

j'ust and necessary retaliation, through the fear 

of eventually affecting the interest of a neutral. 

'' His royal highness can never admit, that in 

the exercise of the undoubted, and hitherto 

undisputed, right of searching neutral merchant

·vessels in time of war, the impressment of British 

seamen, when found therein, can be de-emed any 

violation of a neutral flag. Neither can he 

admit, that the taking such seamen from on 

board such vessels, can be considered by any 

neutral state as a hostile measure, or a justifiable 

cause of war. 

" There is no right more clearly established, 

than the right which a sovereig·n has to the alle

giance of his subjects, more especiaBy in time. 

of war. Their allegiance is no optional duty, 

which they can decline and resume at pleasure. 

It is a call which they are bound to obey; it 

began with their birth, and can only terminate 

with their existence. 

" If a similarity of language and manners 

may make the exercise of this right 1nore liable 

to partial mistakes , and occasional abuse when 
. ' 

practised towards vessels of the United States, 
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the same circumstances make it also a right with 
the exercise of which, in regard to such vessels, 
it is more difficult to dispense. 

'' But if to the practice of the United States 
to harbour British seamen, be added their 
assumed right to transfer the allegiance of British 
subjects, and thus to cancel the jurisdiction of 
their legitimate soYereign, by acts of naturaliza
tion and certificates of citizenship, which they 
pretend to be as valid out of their own territory 
as within it, it is obvious, that to abandon this 
ancient right of Great Britain, and to admit 
these noYel pretensions of the United States, 
would be to expose to danger the very founda
tion of our maritime strength. 

" \Vithout entering minutely into the other 
topics which have been brought forward by the 
government of the l nited States, it may be pl·o
per to remark, that whatever the declaration of 
the United States may have asserted, Great 
Britain never did demand that they should 
force British manufactures into France: and she 
forme•·ly declared her willingness entirely to 
forego, or modify, in concert with the United 
States, the system by which a commercial inter
course with the enemy had been aJlowed under 
the protection of licenses; provided the United 
States 'vould act towards her, and towards 
France, with real impartiality. 

" The government of America) if the differ-



,:J8 MILITARY OCCURH.ENCES BETWEEN 

ence between states are not interminable, has 
. as little right to notice the affair of the Chesa
peake. The aggression, in this instance, on the 
}Jart of a British officer, was acknowledged; 
his conduct was di~approved ; and a repaa·ation 
was · regularly tendered by Mr. Foster on the 
part of his majesty, and accepted by the govern
ment of th.e United States. 

· ~ - " It is not less unwarranted in its allusion to 
the mission of Mr. Henry; a mission undertaken 
without the authority, or even kno·wledge, of 
his majesty's government, and which Mr. Foster 
was authorized formally and officially to dis
avow. 

"The charge of exciting the Indians to offen
sive measures against the United States is equally 
void of foundation. Before the war began, a 
policy the most opposite had been uniformly 
pursued, and proof of this was tendered by l\'lr. 
Foster to the American government. 

"Such are the causes of war which have been 
put forward by the government of the l 1nited 
States. But the real origin of the present ·con
test will be found in that spirit which has long 
unhappily actuated the councils of the United 
States: their marked pMtiality in palliating 
·and assisting· the agg-ressive tyranny of France; 
their systematic endeavours to enflame the peo
ple against the defensive measures of Great 
Britain ; their ungenerou's conduct towards 
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Spain, the intimate ally of Great Britain; and 
their unwortiJy desertion of the cause of other 
neutral nations. lt is through the prevalence of 
such councils that America has been associated 
in policy with France, and committed in war 
against Great Britain. 

"And under what conduct, on the part of 
France, has the government of the United States 
thus lent itself to the enemy ? The contemp
tuous violation of the commercial treaty of the 
year 1800 between France and the United 
States; the treacherous seizure of all Amet·ican 
vessels and cargoes in every harbour subject to 
the controul of the French arms: the tyrannical 
principles of the Berlin and Milan decrees, and, 
the confiscations under them; the subsequent 
confiscations under the Ram houillet decree, 
antedated or concealed to render it the more 
effectual; the French commercial regulations, 
which render the traffic of the United States 
with France almost illusory; the burning of 
their merchant-ships at sea, long after the alleged 
repeal of the French decrees-all these acts of 
violence, on the part of France, produce from 
the government of the United States, only such 
complaints as end in acquiescence and submis
sion, or are accompanied by suggestions for 
enabling France to give the semblancP of a legal 
form to her usurpations, by converting them 

Into municipal regulations. 
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"This disposition of the government of the 
United States-this complete subsenriency to 
the ruler of France-this hostile temper towardH 
Great Britain-are evident in almost every page 
of the official correspondence of the American 

with the French government. 
"Against this course of conduct, the real 

cause of the present war, the prince-regent 
solemnly protests. \Yhilst contending against 
France, in defence not only of the liberties of 
Great Britain but of the world, his royal high
ness was entitled to look for a far different 
result. From their common origin, from their 
common interest, from their professed princi .. 
pies of freedom and independence, the r nited 
States were the last power in which Great Bri
tain could have expected to find a williug in
strument and abettor of French tJranny. 

''Disappointed in this, his just expectation, 
the prince regent will stiH pursue the policy 
which the British government has so long and 
invariably maintained, in repelling injustice, 
and in supporting the general rig·hts of nations; 
aml, under the fa,'or of Pro,·idence, relying on 
the justice of his cause, and the tried loyalty 
and firmness of the British nation, his royal 
ltighness confidently looks forward to a success
ful issue to the contest in which he has thus 
been compelled n1ost reluctantly to engage.'"' 

The temperate language, dignified style, and 
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fair and manly arguments, which distinguish this 
important document, afford a happy contrast fo 
the petulant complaints and laboured sophisms 
to be found in :Mr. Madison's message. One 
part of the latter, however, can be more satis
factorily answered now, than it could have been 
at the date of the regent's declaration. The presi
dent protests vehemently against the ''crying 
.enormity" of impressing" thousands of American 
citizens;'' and the government-editors in the 
Uni.ted States have long been in the practice of 
assuring their readers, that the Hal number of 
their fellow citizens impressed by the British was 
6257. The following extract, taken from a Boii
ton work entitled-" The Massachusetts' 1\'Ianua], 
or Political and Historical Register; by William 
Burdick,"- will exhibit this matter in its true 
light: 

"During the debate on the Loan Bill in the United States' 

house of representatives in March, 1814, Mr. Pickering, o(. 

Massachusetts remarked-" I wish, Mr. Chairman, to present 

one more view of this subject of impressments; the result of an 

examination of the public documents, about a year ago, by one 

of my colleagues. By those documents, the grand t~tal is the 

well known number, 6257 

From which he deducted for the same name, and} 
apparently the same person, twice, thrice, or 548 

more times repeated, 

For an excess arjsing from lo.me errors between} 757_ 13C)5 
the returns of 180.5 and 1808, 

Leaving, 4952 
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Brought over - - - -
From which he deducted acknowledged British l SlO 

f subjects, 
those who had no protecting documents, 568 

those with insufficient documents, 
those who had entered voluntarily, 
those with fraudulent protections, 

664 

~Sl 

195 

deserters, 95 
4

,_. 
those married in Great Britain, " 
neutral aliens and natives of the West In d. 50 

prisoners of war, ~ll-243~ 

Leaving, 

From this ..number he deducted one-third, which"') 
appeared to him, from the documents, rather I 
less than the full proportion of seamen im- '> 
pressed from British merchant vess~ls, io which, •

1 
if not British subjects, the American flag could 

afford no pretence for protection, J 

Leaving, 

From the last number he deducted those who bad1 
been discharged, or had heen ordered to be dis
charged, 

Leaving, unaccounted for, 

2520 

810 

1680 

152i 

166" 

In all questions of impressment, the American 
government has appeared to consider, equally 
as its subjects, the native, and the naturalized 
citizen; and it is too notorious for what a paltry 
sum a British soldier or sailor can purchase every 
pri,·ilege of the ]atteJ·, in pretended abrogation 
of the allegiance he owes to the country of his 
birth. It is, however, as a matter of convenience 
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only, that the United States' government adopts 
this novel principle; for, when one Elijah Clarke, 
who had emigrated from the United Stat~s to 

u 

the Canadas, and there taken the oath of alle-
giance to the British governtuent, returned to 
his native country, and was, on the 20th of Oc
tober, 1813, tried, and sentenced to be hung, as 
a British spy, the secretary of war, by direc
tion of the president of the United States, ordered 
him to be discharged, on the principle-" that 
said Clarke, being considered a citizen of the 
United States, was not liable to be tried by a 
court-martial."* 

The denial of a nation's right to take deserters 
is made equally subservient to the narrow policy 
of the moment; as appears from the following 
fact, published in most of the American news
papers of the day: 

On the 1st June, 1809, an American vessel , 
bound from Ogdensburg, New York, to Oswego , 
anchored in a bay on the British side of the St.· 
Lawrence, having on board capt. W. P. Ben net, of 
the 6th United States' Infantry, and some of his 
men. While lying there, capt. Bennet, hearing 
that a deserter by the name of Underhill was in 
that settlement teaching school, despatched a 
serjeant and two men to apprehend him. This 
they effected, tied his hands behind him, and at 
the point of the bayonet drove him some dis-

* Burdick's Pol. and Hist.lteg. p. 194. 
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tance, till the prisoner making an attempt to es
cape, the party fired at, and killed him: they then 
fled to their boat, and proceeded to the American 
side. -Capt. Bennet was tried by a court-martial 

for this offence, and acquitted. • 
This forcible seizure of a deserter from out of 

the British territory by an American officer, 
happent::d just two years subsequent to the affair 
ofthe Leopard and Chesapeake; in which all that 
the British officer required was, to have certain 
deserter$ delivered up to him. t How are we to 
reconcile the acquittal of captain W. P. Bennet 
with the conduct of the American gol·ernment, 
both at the period of the asserted outrage in 
the Chesapeake's case, and five years after
wards, when it was revived as one of the pre
texts for declaring war against Great Britain ?
Who can help admiring Mr. Madison's profit
able versatility, when, in l_\lfarch, 1813, he could 
pronounce against us tlie following· specific 
charge:-" They have refused to consider as pri
soners of war, and threatened to puni~.ih as trai
tors and deserters, persons emigrating without 
restraint to the United Statei; incorporated by 
naturalization into our political f~unily, and 
fighting under the authority of their adopted 
country, in open and honorable war, for the 
maintenance of its rights and safety''? 

The t•ha.rge of exciting the Indians to offensi,·e 

* Burdick.'s Rcgr. p. 168. t Jamcs's Naval Occurr. p. 67. 
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measures against the United States, would not 
have needed a disavowal, had the system of spo· 
liation, so long practised towards those wretched 
people, been as well known in Europe as it is in 
the British parts of America. The Indians 
cannot exist without their hunting grounds: 
these are continually cut down, and encroached 
upon, by the white borderers. It is true, pur. 
chases are sometimes made; but it is not less 
true that, where one acre is held by right, ten 
acres have been extorted by force. An lndian,
·nomatterupon what provocation,-kills an Ame
rican citizen; a thousand presses• lend their aid 
to spread the exaggerated tale, and the whole 
republic is up in arms against the savage and 
his tribe. An Amerioan citizen,- out of mere 
wantonness, and with as little remorse as if it 
were a wild turkey,-shoots a poor Indian: the 
yells of the widowed squaw and her children rend 
the air in vain; no publicity is given to the 
murder, unless the civilized barbarian maychoose 
to disclose to his friends that which, he well 
knows, they will either treat as a jest, or view 
with indifference. 

• Sca.rceJy a village in the U. States is without one. 
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CHAPTER Il. 

:Description of tlte Canadian lakes, and the chief 
, military posts in tlteir vicinity-Notice of the 
• . declaration of war-British regular force in the 

Canadas-Surrender of Fort Michilimacinac
~Previous hostile preparations on the part of the 
American government-Invasion of Upper Ca
nada by general Hull-Capture of the Ameri
can Chicago packet-Skirmishes between the Ame
ricans and Indians-Anecdote of the American 
captain M' Culloch-General Hull's disappoint
ment, and his return to the American terr.itor!J 
--Thefirst battle between the British and Ame
ricans-Scalps taken by the American militia
Abandonment of Fort Chicago-General Brock's 
advance to Detroit-Tize surrender of that im.
portant post, and the whole of the Nlichigan ter
ritory-General Hull's trial-.blfects of the loss 
of Det-roit on the cabinet at Washington-Sir 
George Prevost's impolitic annistice. 

As: out· Canadian frontier was unfortunately 
destined to bear the brunt of the war declared 
against us by the l.lnited States, it will be assist
ing the reader to giYe a brief account of the 
towns and military posts distributed along the 
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extensire stream of water, through the middle of 

which the boundar_r line runs. 

The inost remote piece of water on this fron

tier, worthy of notice, is Lake Superior; a col

lection of fresh water uneq ua1led by any upon 

the face of the globe. Lake Superior is of a tvi

angular form, in length 381, in breadth 161, and 

in circumference, 1162 miles. Among its seve

ral islands is one nearly two:-thirds as large a~~t 

the island of Jamaica; but neither its islands nor 

its shores can yet Loast of inhabitants. Out of 

Lake Superior a very rapid current flows, over 
immense masses of ruck, along a channel 27 

mlles in extent, called St. 1\'lary's river, into 
Lake Huron; at the head of which is the British 

island of St. Joseph, containing a small garri

son. This post is nearly 1700 miles from the 

lowest telegraph-station on the St. Lawrence, 

and about 2000 miles from its mouth. 

Lake H uron is in length from west to east 218, 

in breadth 180, and in circumference, through 

its numerous curvatures, 812 miles. Except the 

island of St. Joseph, and one or two trading 

establishments belonging· to the north-west corn .. 

pany, the shores of this lake, a lso, are in a state of. 

nature .. Lake Michigan is connected with Lake 

Huron, at i.ts western angle, by a short and wide 

strait; in the centre of Vihich is the island of 

Michilimacinac, belonging to the United States. 

This island is about nine miles in circumference ;-
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and, upon some very high ground, has a fort, in 
which a garrison is maintained. The distance
from Michilimacinac to St. Joseph's is 47 miles. 

Lake Michigan, which, in length from north 
to south, is 2fi2, in breadth 55, and in circum
ference 731 miles, belongs wholly to the United 
States, the boundary line passing from Lake Su
perior, along the centre of Lake Huron, in a 
southerly direction,..to the entrance of the river 
St. Clair. This river flows for 60 miles, till it 
expands into a small circular lake, about 30 

miles in diameter, and named after itself. The 
beautiful river Thames, in Upper Canada, opens 
into Lake St. Clair; from which lake the stream, 
as the river Detroit, in width from one to three 
miles, and navigable for vessels drawing not more 
than 14 feet water, pursues a course of 40 miles 
into Lake Erie. 

Upon the western side of the river Detroit, is 
situate the American town of that name; con· 
taining about 200 houses, and, among its pub
lic buildings, a strong fort and militanT works . ., 

About three miles below Fot·t-Detroit, upon the 
opposite side of the ri,Ter, is the British villa.ge 
of Sandwich, containin2: about 40 houses · and 

'-J ' ' 

16 miles lower, and within three of the mouth 
of the river, is the British vi1Iage of Amherst
burg, containing about lOO houses, and a fort, 
whet·e a small garrison is usuaJly stationed, and 
where our principal vessels for the service of Lake 
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Erie were built. The distance from Quebec to 

Amherstburg, by the nearest rout; is 1207 miles. 
The American ·village of Brownstown, stands 
opposite to the latter. 

Lake Erie, from its south-west end, is in length 
231, in breadth 64, and in circumference 658 
miles. Its greatest depth of water is between 

40 and 45 fathoms; but a very rocky bottom 

renders the anchorage unsafe in blowing wea
ther. Except Amherstburg, the British have no 
harbor or naval depot upon Lake Erie; while 
the Americans ha,-e two or three excellent ones. 
Pre ·qui le harbor is situate on the southern side 
of the lake, not far from the entrance to the 
Niagara. It is a safe station, but has a seven

feet bar at its entrance; as, indeed, have an the 
other harbors on this lake. The town, named Erie, 
is situate on the south side of the harbor, and con
tains about 200 houses, besides several store
houses, and a dock-yard, at which the Americans 
built their Lake Erie fleet. To the eastward 

of the town stands a strong battery; and, on 
the point of the peninsula forming the bar
bOt·, a block-house, for the protection of this 
nav.o.l depot. The Americans have also a strong 

battery and a block-house at the mouth of 

another harbor, named Put-in-Bay, situate at 
the opposite end of the lake. Most of these 

works have been constructed since the com

mencement of the war. The rivers Raisin, 

VOL. J. 
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San dusky, and l\1 iami, the scenes of impm1ant 
operations during the war, discharge themselves 
into Lake Erie. 

On the north-western side of the entranee lfo 
the Niagara river, stands, at a distance of 165 
miles from Quebec, tbe British Fort.-Erie; 
when the war commenced, without a cannon 
mounted upon it, and, at best, a very in
considerable work; as may be conceived, when an 

·.American general can declare that, in July 1814, 
it "was in a defenceless condition.''* The word 
fort, is, indeed, very vaguely applied through
out the British provinces, the Canadians usually 
oolling by that name any building surrounded 
by a palisade, as a protection from the Indians; 
although not a cannon, perhaps, was ever seen 
within miles of the spot. Near to the same out
let from Lake Erie is Buffaloe creek, on the 
horde~ of which stands the American village of 
Butfaloe, and beyond it, about two miles, Black 
Rock, where there is a battery, and a ferry, 
about 800 yards across, to Bertie in Upper 
Canada. 

The Niagara proceeds, at a quick rate, past 
several small, and one large island, called Grand 
isle, ten miles long; about two miles below 
which, on the American side, and distant two 
n1iles from the falb, is the site of Fort-Schlos
~cr.t At about the same distance from the 

~ Wilkin~on's l\IemoirG, Vol. I, p. 64i- t Sre Plate I . 
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falls, on the opposite side, standing on the 

northern bank of the river Chippeway, is the 

British viilage of the same name, distant from 

Fort-Erie 17 miles. Chippeway consists chiefly 
of store-houses; and near it is a small stockaded 

work, called Fort-Chippeway. At the distance 

of 23 miles from the entrance to the Niagara, is 

Goat-island, about half a mile long; and which 

extends to the precipice that gives rise to .the 

celebrated falls. The lat·ger Lody of water · 

flon·s between Upper Canada and Goat-island ; 

at the upper end of n-hich the broken water, or 

rapids, commence. Here the stream passes on 
both sides of the island, over a bed of rocks and 

r•recipices, with astonishing rapidity; till, hav

ing descended more than 50 feet, in the dis

t~nce of half a mile, it falls, on the British side 

157, and on the New York side 162, feet per

pendicular.* 
From the cataract the river is a continued ra

pid, half a mile in width, for about seven miles. 

At this point stand, opposite to each other, the 

Tillages of Q ueenstm;rn and · Lewistown. * The 

latter, situate upon the American side, con

tained, till destroyed as a retaliatory measure, 

between 40 and 50 houses; the former has still 

remaining abou-t 15 houses, with stores for go

l'ernment, barracks, wharf, &c. About three 

miles from Queenstmvn, upon the banks of a 

* See Plate I. 

E 2 
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stream, called the Four-mile creek, where it 
arosies the road lending to the head of Lake 
Ontario, is the village of St. David's; which 
contains, or rather did eontain ti11 visited by the 
Americans, about 40 houses. At about six miles 
and a half from Queenstown, near to the river 
side, stands the British Fort-George, * constructed 
of earthern ramparts, and palisades of dry cedar, 
to which a lighted candle would set fire. It 
mounted, when the war commenced, no heavier 
metal than 9-pounders, and those condemned 
for being honey-combed. About half a mile be
low Fort-George, and close to the borders of 
l ... ake On-tario, is the site of the once beautiful. 
once flourishing village of Newark.* 

Directly opposite to Newark, upon a neck of 
land projecting partly across the mouth of the 
river, which is he1·e 875 yards in width, stands the 
American fort of Niagara.-l':: It was built by the 
French in 1751; taken by us in 1759; and, along 
with se\'eral other frontier-posts, ceded to the 
United States in 1794: and, thot~gh again takt-n, 
has again been ceded to the same pon·er. Fort
Niagara, unlike any of the Canadian forts along 
that frontier, is a regular fortification, built of 
stone, on the land-side , with breast-works, and 
every necessary appendage. lt n1ounts between 
20 and 30 heavy pieces of ordnance, and con
tains a furnace for heatiug shot. 

* Sec Plate I. 
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The strait of Niagara is about 36 tni1es in 
length; and its shores, on both sirles, were, more 
or less, the scenes of active warfare during the 
whole period of hostilities. Lake Ontario, to 
which the strait leads, is in length, from west to 
east, 171, in breadth 50, and in circumference 
467 mi les. The depth of water varies much; it 
being· in some places three or four, in other 50 

fathoms: towards the centre 300 fathoms of line 
have, it is said, not found the bottom. York 
harbor lies on the north-side of Lake Ontario; 
is nearlJ circula r, of about a mile and a. half in 
diameter, and formed by a narrow peninsula 
extending to Gibraltar-point, upon which a 
block-house has been erected. The town, which 
is the infant capital of Upper Canada, is in lat. 
-!3° 30' north, and long. 79o 20' west, distant from 
Fort-l\iagara, by water 30, and by land about 
90 miles. The plot of ground marked out for it 
extends about a mile and a half along the north
side of the harbor; but, at present, the number 
of houses, a very few of which are of brick or 
stone, does not exceed 300. The public build
ings consist of a government-house, the house of 
assembly, a church, court-house, and a gaol, 
with numerous stores belonging to government. 
The barracks are situate at the distance of two 
miles to the westward of the town, and are pro
tected by a small battery and two block-houses; 
wh ich also serve, aided by the block-house at 
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Gibraltar-point, to defend the entrance of the 
harbor. 

Kingston-harbor is situate at the eastern ex
tremity of Lake Ontario. It contains good 
«~nchorage in three fathoms water; and is de
fended by a small battery of 9-pounders on 
Mississaga-point, and another, of the same metal 
chiefly, on Point Frederick. The town, which 
is the largest and most populous in the upper 
province, contains about 370 houses; including 
several buildings and stores belobging to go
vernment. Its distance from York is 14-5, front 
Montreal, in an opposite direction, 198, and 
from Quebec 378 miles. Opposite to, and dis
tant about half a mile from the town, is a long 
low peninsula, forming the west-side of l\ayy 
Bay, the principal naval depot of the British on 
this lake, and where the ships of war were con
structed. 

Of the American military posts on Lake On
tario, the principal one is Sackett's-Harbor, • 
disJant from Kingston, by the ship-channel, 35 

miles. vre shall defer any further description 
of this important post, as well as of seYeral other 
American stations upon Lake Ontario, and 
along the frontier to the eastward, until some ac
tion or military event brings them into notice. 
The line of demat·kation, travelling all the way 
from the upper lakes, enters the riYer Cataraq ui, 

• Sec Plate H. 
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lroquois, or, as more commonly called, St. Law
rence; down whose course it proceeds as far as 
St. Regis, distant about 109 miles ft·om Kings
ton, where it strikes, due east acror.;s the country, 
along the parallel of tl5°, till it reaches~ at a dis
tance of 147 miles, the west bank of the nv-er 
Connecticut in the United States. 

The instant the war became known at New 
York, some British merchants of that eity des
patched expresses to Queenstown in Upper, and 
~Iontreal in Lower Canada. According to an 
American editor, the Queenstown messenger, 
described as a native of Albany, told his coun
trymen, on the way, that he was proceeding \Yith 
. the news to Fort 1\'iagara; and obtained, in con
sequence, every f~cility that money and horses 
could afford him. Thus, through private chan
nels, notice of the war reached Queenstown and 
l\'Iontreal in six, and Quebec in eight days after 
it had been declared; which was fortunate, as, by 
some unaccountable accident, the official notifi
cation from the British minister at 'Vashington 
did not arrive at Quebec till some weeks had 
elapsed. At this time, the British regu.lar force 
in the Canadas consisted of the 8th, 41st, 49th 
and lOOth regiments, a small detachment of ar
tiJJery, the lOth Hoyal Veteran Battalion, and the 
Canadian, Ne ... vfoundland, and Glengary Fcn
ciblcs; amounting, in the ·who]e, to 4,450 meu. 
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These were distributed along the different posts 
from the telegraph station, about 250 miles be
low Quebec, to St. Joseph's, but so unequally 
divided, that, in the upper province, whose front 
extends to nearly 1300, out of the 1700 miles, there 
were but 1450 men; and the restricted navigation 
of the St. Lawrence, by the time any succours 
could arrive from England, left no hopes of a 
reinforcement previous to the ensuing summer. 

Major-general Brock, the president of Uppelt· 
Canada, was at York when the news of war 
reached him. He, with his accustomed alacrity, 
sent immediate notice of it to lieutenant-colonel 
St. George commanding a small detachment of 
troops at Amherstburg, and to captain Roberts 
commanding part of a company of the lOth R. V. 
Battalion at St. Joseph's. A second despatch to 
the last-named officer contained the me~jor-gene
ral's orders, that he should adopt the most pru
dent measures, either for offence or defence. 
Captain Roberts, accordinglJ, on the day suc
ceeding the arrival of his orders, embarked with 
45 officers and men of the lOth RoJal Yeteran 
Battalion, about 180 Canadians, 393 Indians, 
and two iron 6-pounders, to attack the Ameri-

'"" 
can fort of i\lichilimacinac. This force reached 
the island on the following n1orning. A sum1nons 
was innnediately sent in; and the fm t of l\lichili
macinac, with seven pieces of ordnance, and 
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61 officers and privates of the United States 
army,* surrendered, by capitulation, without a 
drop of blood having been spilt. 

The editor of the " History of the War,'' 
while he admits that " every possible prepara
tion was made by the garrison to resist an attack,'' 
describes the force under Captain Roberts as 
'' regular troops 46; Canadian militia 260; In
dians 715." Here the regulars are correct]~· 
enumerated ; but their inconsiderable number 
taught Dr. Smith a preferable method of stating 
the British force. He lumps the 'vhole tog·ether 
thus:-" regular troops, Canadian militia, and 
Indians, amounting to 1,000 men;'' and omit!) 
not to add, that they were " furnished with every 
implemeut for the complete investment and siege 
of the place.''t-Lieutenant Hanks states, that 
he " had anticipated" the declaration of war :j: 
in fact, there is no doubt that he, in common 
nith the other American commanders at the 
posts alopg the frontier, had been instructed to 
expect it. 

The misunderstanding that had, for several 
years, subsisted behveen Great Britain and the 
United States, and the recent broils between the 
latter and the Indians on the 'rabash, had occa
~ioned a considerable augmentation of the mi1i-

* App. Nos. 1. 2. 3. 

t Hist. of the United Stares, Vol. Ill. p. 177. 

t App. No. 3. 
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tary force of the United States. Since early in 

the month of May, brigadier-general Hull had 

been despatched with a force to the north-west; 
and was invested with discretionary powers to 

invade Canada from Detroit, immediately on 

receiving inte1ligence of the war, then resolved 
to /be declared against Great Britain. This 
army, 2,500 strong, arrived at Detroit on the 
5th of July, to be in readiness for the contem

lJlated invasion. 
Every preparation having been made, not 

•mitting a proclamation to the Canadians,• sent 
purposely from Washington, the embarkation of 

the troops took place on the 12th. The anny 
landed on the opposite or Canadian side of the 
Detroit ; and, after a short cannonade, took 
possession of the defenceless vilJage of Sandwich, 
situate about two miles within the province. 
The few militia, there stationed, had previously 
retired, carrying with them the most valuable 

-of the stores, to Amherstburg.t 
Lieutenant-colonel St. George, inspecting field

officer of the district, commanded at this post; 

ha ring under his orders a subaltern's detachment 

of m·tiller}-, about 100 of the 41st regiment, 300 

miLitia, and about 150 Indians, under Tecumseb. 

The timely notice of the war, sent by major

general Brock, enabled the lieutenant-colonel, 

€arly in July, to intercept, as she was entering 

* App. No. 4. t Sec p. 48. 
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Detroit river, the American Chicago packet, 
having on board the baggage and hospital stores, 
and an officer and 30 u1en, of general Hull's 
army. 

Instead of proceeding against Amherstburg, 
which would have fallen an easy prey to so 
powerful a force, and proved an important ac
quisition to the American cause, general Hull 
remained in the neighbourhood of Sandwich , 
carrying on an excursive war by detached parties, 
and, through them, occasionally reconnoitring 
the British outposts in the neighbourhood. 

A company of the British 41st regiment, 
about 60 militia, and a party of Indians, being 
posted near a bridge, crossing the river Au.1• 
Canards, four miles from Amherstburg, an Ame
rican reconnoitring party, consisting of about 
300 men,* under colonel Cass, advanced, on the 
15th of July, to a plane, distant about a mile 
from the bridge. To induce the Americans·· to 
approach the position occupied by the Britis~ . 
regulars and militia, 150 Indians were sent across 
the bridge. A company of American rifleme~i, : 
conceale~ in a wood that skirted the plane, im~ · 
mediately fired upon the Indians, killing one, 
and wounding two. After scalping the dead 
Indian, the American force was no more ~eeR. 
Not a musket ·was fired by the Indians, nor were 
the regulars or militia in any way engaged; yet 

* Ilist of the War, p. 37. 
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an 1\merican editor trumps up a story of colonel 

Cass having " dri,·en the 41st regiment and 
some Indians more than half a mile, when the 

darkness of the night made furthet· progress 
hazar·dous ;"and adds:-'' The colonel was con

tent to possess the bridge and some adjoining 
houses until morning·, when, after reconnoitring 

the neighbourhood, and not finding· the enemy, 

he commenced his return to the camp at Sand

n"ch.''* 
On the 19th a second reconnoitring party, 

consisting of 150 men of the Ohio volunteers, 
and a detachment of artillery, n·ith two pieces of 

cannon, under the command of colonel i\I'Ar
thur, returned to the ground abandoned by 
colonel Cass; but who, with 100 men, soon after
wards joined .M.'AJ·thur's detachment.• Of a 

small look-out party of the 41st regiment, sent 
across the very bridge, which colonel Cass had 

bee-n " content to possess," but too much flur
ried to destroy, two privates, who behaved like 

noble fellows, w~re wounded and taken pri-
80ners. Upon the bridge the British bad two 

Jight field-pieces, with the fire from which they 
disabled one of the American guns, and droye 

the Americans into the plane; but were too in

ferior in force to pursue them. The American 
editor, concealing that any artillery was engaged 

on his side~ has multiplied the British guns from 

* Sketches of the War, p. 22. .. 
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h''O to six, and, in de pite of distance and shoal 
water, brought to the spot the British ship 
" Queen Charl~t1e, of 20 guns."• After stating 
that " the chief, Tecumseh, celebrated for his 
dexterit)'- ·with the tomahawk and rifle, was at 
the head of the Indians," ~1 r. Thomson gravely 
pronounces "the escape of l\1'Arthur and his 
companions" as ''truly miraculous."* 

The American general~ in expectation that 
150 Ohio volunteet·s, under the command of 
captain Brush, were waiting at the river Raisin, 
36 miles off, with a quantity of provisions for 
the army, despatched major Vanhorne, with 200 
men,f to meet and escort the reinforcement to 
its destination. Fortunately, the major encoun
tel'f•d, on his second day's march, near Browns
town, 70 Indians, under the brave Tecumseh, in 
ambuscade. The latter fired, and, according to 
the American accounts, ki1led twenty men, in
cluding captains M'Culloch, Bostler, Gilcrea~e, 
and "Lbry; and wounded nine. Tecumseh and 
his 70 Indians, with the loss of only one man 
killed, drove these 200 Americans before them, 
for se\'en miles, and took possession of the mail 
they were escorting. \Vhen the American force 
first appeared in sig·ht, Tecumseh sent an express 
to the river Aux Canards, for captain Muir and 
his company. But captain Muir had been de-

* Sketches of the War, p. 23. + Ilist. of the War, p. 40. 
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tached, across the river, to a spot three miles be. 
yond Amherstbnrg. Being relieved by captain 
Mocklerofthe Newfoundland Fencibles, captain 
Muir hastened back; and, re-crossing the river, 
arrived at Brownstown just as the affair ended. 
Not a white man was engaged; yet have the 
Americ.an editors magnified Tecumseh's little 
party into ''a very superior force of regula_rs 
and Indians." One editor says, '' The whole 
detachment retreated in great disorder, and 
could not, by any exertion of major Van Horn, 
be rallied;" another says, " they fled with 
precipitation;" and a third editor, and he who 
alone has, in direct contradiction to the official 
account,* ventured to reduce major Yanhorn's 
command to " 150 men," says:-" To the 
Americans the odds were fearful, but, after an 
obstinate resistance, they succeeded in making 
an orderl!J1·etreat."t Here is confusion! 

Among the numerous anecdotes which contri
bute to fill the pages of the American histories, 
the fol1owing most authentic one no where ap
}Jears.-In the pocket of captain l\l'Culloch, of 
the American army, killed in this affair with the 

Indians, was found a letter addres ed to hili wife, 
in which this humane indi"idual, this officer of 
~ nation vaunting itseJf to the world as a pattern 
of civHizatiOIJ, states that, on the 15th of July, 

* A pp. No. 9. + Sketches of the 'V ar, p. 25. 
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be killed an Indian,'* and had the pleasure of 
tearing the scalp from the head of the savage with 
his teeth !-"\Ve may presume that, had this ex~ 
ploit been performed in December instead of 
July, the bloody trophy itself would have been 
found in the other pocket, ready to accompany 
the letter, as a still more delectable present to 
the American lady. 

The fall of Michilimacinac had, to use ge
neral Hull's language, ''opened the northern 
hive of Indians" upon him ; and he was in
duced, from his fears, greatly to magnify '' the 
reinforcements from Niagara" that had been 
sent to colonel Proctor, who had succeeded 
lieutenant-colonel St. George, at Amherstburg. 
But the worst of all was, that the general's pro
clamation, " so well calculated to inspire confi
dence, and secure the friendship of the Cana
dians,"t no longer produced its effect. The 
promised " protection to persons, property, and 
rights," was fulfilled in a way that taught the 
subjects of Canada what reliance they could 
place upon republican faith. The inhabitants 
recei,·ed from their ''brethren" worse treatment 
than the most ferocious enemy could inflict. 
This, by degrees, opened their eyes; and, as 
~he American general deplores, ''the desertion 
of the (Canadian) militia ceased." Much of 

* Sec p. 59. t Hist. of the War, p. 36. 
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general Hull's disappointment, no doubt, arose 
from the sa]utary effects of the counter-procla
mation•, which general Brock, on the 22d of 
July, issued at Fort-George. These "untoward" 
circumstances combined to relieve the upper 
province from the tread of the invaders. The 
genet·al and his powerful army, except 250 
infantry and a corps of artilJerists, left in a 
small fortress on the banks a little below De
troit, re-crossed the river during the night of 
the 7th of August, and, by day-break next 
morning, were safely encamped at Detroit; thus 
" shamefully leaving to their fate," says Mr. 
O'Connor, in the height of bis indignation against 
general Hu11, "the Canadians who had joined 
the American standard." 

The communication ·which had heen opened 
by the American army, between Raisin and their 
present vost, was shut up by the Indians. It 
was d~emed indispensably requisite that it should 
be re-opened, or the proYisions at that river 
could never reach the garrison ; n·hich, in a few 
days, would be in want of subsistence. Ac
cordingly, GOO men,t under the command of 
lieutenant-colonel l\liller, accompanied by a 
detachment of artillery with two six-pounders, 
wer.e immediately sent upon that service. Upon 
the lieutenant-colonel's arri\·al at Maguaga, 

"" App. No. 5. 1 Skctclws of the \Y ar, p. 40. 
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about 14 miles from Detroit, and four frou1 
Brownstown, he fell in with 75 men of the 41st 
regiment, 60 militia, 120 Indians under Tecum
seh, stationed on the left of the militia, and 70 
Indians from the lake, under Caldwell, on the 
1·ight of the regulars: the whole under the com
Inand of captain M.uir of the 41st. This force 
one American editor has augmented to 200 regu
lars and 500 Indians, in order that he 1night 
make it " more than one-third superior" to his 
own, which he has, in his old way, reduced below 
the number stated in the official account. Nor 
is there a word of the two 6-pounders. 

Here the first trigger was pulJed between the 
B ritish and Americans in the late war. The 
firing commenced on our side; and, very soon 
afterwards, the ·whole of the lake Indians fled. 
This gave an opportunity to the American troops 
to outflank the British regulars; who, to prevent 
being surrounded by four times their number, 
retired, but, in such order, that the Americans 
did not attempt to follow, contenting themselves 
with firing a few distant shots. The British drew 
up again, at a narrow way, within half a mi]e of 
t he scene of action, intending to d ispute t he 
enemy's passage, but he advanced no fur ther. 
T he British lost three men killed, captain M ui.r, 
lieutenant Sutherland, (since dead,) and 10 men 
\-rounded. The Americans have stated the In
dian loss at lOO killed , and their own at 8~l 

VOL . I, 1'' 
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killed and wounded. Colonel 1\liller, corn·· 

pletely frustrated in his design by the trifling 

force opposed to him, returned to Detroit the 

following night. 
It is perfectly consistent, that the American 

editor who can make so free with his own 

official accounts when they are not sufficiently 

extravagant, should here boast of a l'ictory ~ 

but who expected he would resort to the silly 

expedient of representing the British regulars 

as almost naked, and frightfully painted, send

ing forth such dreadful whoops and yells, as 

"might have appalled almost any other troops,"• 

than tbose, whom 1\tlr. Thomson afterwards dig· 

nifies with the title of'' heroes of Brownstown." 

This ridiculous stuff would excite onr laughter, 

but that feelings of disgust and indignation are 

suddenly called forth by a paragraph in the 

''National Intelligencer'>, (the .American govern

tnent-paper,) stating that, "when the American 

militia returned to Detroit from the battle of 

Brownstown, they bore triumphantly on the 

}Joints of their bayonets between 30 and 40 

fresh scalps, which they had taken on the field." 

The American captain Brush, who was sti11 

waiting at the river Raisin for an escort, re

ceived orders to remain, and defend himself at 

that place, or to proceed by an upper route, 

crosstng the river Huron; whither the ·militia 

* Sketchc~ of the \Var, p. 2i. 
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of Raisin had been ordered to attend him. 
On the eYening- of the 13th, general Hull 
despatched colonels l\'1 'A t·th ur and Cass, with 
400* of their most effective men, by an upper 
route through the ·woods, to form a junction with 
captain Brush, and to assist in the transportation 
of the provisions. 

On the same day that the battle of l\1aguaga 
took place, captain Heald, the American com
Inander at Fort· Chicago, near the head of Lake 
I\lichigan, recei,·ed orders to abandon his posi
tion. Accordingly, on the 15th, 61-fter deliver
ing to the friendly Indians, in conformity to his 
instructions, all the goods in the factory, and 
such provisions as could not be taken away, and 
de~troying all the surplus arms and ammunition, 
he commenced his march, with 54 regulars and 
12 militia, and was escorted by captain 'Vells, 
of Fort- 'Vayne, and a few Indians of the Mi
ami tribe, sent thither for that purpose. The 
Americans were afterwards met by a hostile band 
of Indians, attacked, defeated with great slaugh
ter, and made prisoners. Captain Heald and 
his lady fortunately effected their escape; and,. 
says one American account, '' procured a (:On
yeyance to l\lichilimacinac, ·where they ·were 
politely received hy the commandant, captain 
Roberts." Mrs. Heald, it appears, was vronnded 
by six, and her husband by two shots. 

* App. No. 9. 
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General Brock had just arri,·ed at Fort~ 

George from York, when he heard of general 
Hull's invasion. It was his intention to attacki 
and there is no doubt he would have carried, 
Fort.Niagara; but, sir George Prevost not ha,·
ing sent him any official account of the war, 
nor any order to guide his proceedings, the ge• 
neral was restrained from acting according to 
the dictates of his judgment, and the natural 
energy of his mind. After issuing a proc1ama
tion, to defeat the object of that circulated by 
general Hull, general Brock returned to York, 
to meet the legislature of Upper Canada; which, 
on account of the war, he had c2tl1ed together 
for an extra-session. This session was short; 
and~ on the 5th of August, the general again left 
York, fm· Fort-Georg·e: and for Long-point on 
Lake Erie. On the 8th he embarked at the 
latter place, with 40 rank and file of the 41st 
regiment, and 260 of the militia forces; leaving 
the important command on the l\ iagara frontier 
to his"quarter-master-general, lieutenant-colonel 
1\lyers, an able and intelligent officer. 

General Bmck and his little party landed snfe 
at Amherstburg on the evening of the 12th; 
when that enterprising officer lost not a moment, 
but, with the reinforcement be procured at 
this place, pushed on for Sandwich. Here 
he found that the A mericaus had eYacuated and 
de:-)troyed a small fort which they had con-
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·truded soon after their arri ,.:11. On the morn
ing of the l 5th general Brock sent across a flag 
of truce, with a summons, demanding the im
mediate surrender of the garri~on: to which an 
answer was returned, that " the town and fort 
would be defended to the last extremity." That 
being the case, at fom· o'clock in the afternoon, 
the British batteries, which had been constructed 
for one IS-pounder, two 12-pounders, and two 
5! inch howitzers, opened upon the enemy, and 
continued to thrmv their shells into the fort 
until mid:1ight. One shell killed three or four 
officers, and produced great alarm in the garri
~on. The fire \Yas returned by seven 24-poun
ders, but without the slightest effect. 

At day-light the next morning· the firing re~ 
commenced; and the major-general, taking w·ith 
~1im 30 of the royal artillery, 250 of the 41st re
giment, 50 of the Royal Newfoundland regi
Inent, and 400 militia, crossed the river, and 
landed at Spring-'""'ell, a good position, three 
miles west of Detroit. The Indians, 600 in 
number, under the brave Tecumseh, had effected 
their landing two miles below ; and they imme
diately occupied the woods about a mile and a 
half on the left of the a.·my. The direction of 
the batteries on the opposite shore had, in the 
mean time, been left to an inteJiigent officer. 

At about 10 o'clock the troops advanced, in a 
close cohunn, 12 in front, ~long the bank of the 
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river towards the fort, and halted at about a 
mile distant: by which time, the Indians had 
penetrated the enemy's camp. When the head 
of the British column had advanced to within 
a short distance of the American line, general 
Hull, and the troops under his command, re
treated to the fort, without making any use of 
two 24-pounders, advantageously posted on an 
eminence, and loaded with grape-shot. . 

Just as the British were about to commence 
the attack, a white flag was seen suspended from 
the walls of the fort. So unexpected a measure 
caused general Brock to despatch an officer in 
front, to ascertain the fact. Shortly afterwards 
the capitulation* was signed; and the fort of 
Detroit, its ordnance and military stores, a fine 
yessel in the harbor, the whole north-western 
army, including the ·detached parties, also the 
immense territory of Michigan, its fortified posts, 
garrisons, and inhabitants, were surrendered to 
the British arms. 

General Brocl~ permitted the American ,-olun
teers and militia to return to their homes, but 
sent general Hull and the principal part of the 
American regulars to l\Iontreal; whence they 
were aftenvards remm·ed to Quebec. After issu
ing a proclamation;r announcing to the inhabi
tants of lVJichigan, the cession of that territory 
to the arms of l1is Britannic majesty, and after 

* .App. ~os. G and 7. t Ibid. No. s. 
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placing colonel Proctor in command of the fort 
at Detroit, general Brock hastened back to Fort
George; which place he reached on the 24th of 
t he same_ month. 

The editor of the "Sketches of the War'' states 
t he force of general Hull to ha Ye been, at muster 
on the morning of the surrender, 1060 men, ex
clusi,,e of the detachments of" 350'' regulars, 
and 300 Michigan militia then out on duty. 
Having already conYicted l\1r. Thomsonofunder
t·ating the American force, even in the teeth of 
his own official accounts, it would be an over
strained concession to place implicit reliance 
upon the accuracy of his nu m hers. However, to do 
uo more than add 50 to his "350 men," detached 
under colonels Cass and l\l'Arthur, and who, 
on the day of the surrender, had, in pursuance of 
fresh orders, returned in sig·ht of the fort and 
' 'were accidentally thrown into a situation, the 
best for annoying and cutting off the 1·etreat of 
the British army,'~ * the force under general Hull 
would amount to 1760 men; of whom 1060 at 
least, \vere entrenched in a superior position, 
under the protection of a fort, mounting 33 

pieces of ordnance, including nine 24-pounders. 
General Hull, in his letter states, that the" whole 
effective force at his disposal did not exceed 800 

men." But effective is a very vague term: it 
may include the not willing, as well as the not 

ilf: Sketches of the War, p. 31. 
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able to fight. Nor, is it probabl~, that his sick 
amounted to 260, or to half the number; other
wise the American historians would have taken 

advantage of the circumstance. 
It was natural for general Hull to magnify the 

British force; which he did to an extent that 
enabled him, assisted by the previous diminution 
of his own, to urge to his govern).llent the "great 
.inequality" between the two armies. l\Ir. Thom
&on, however, has exerted himself, as succe~s
fully in the one, as he had in the other case, 
to disprove the ge~eral's assertion. \l ithout 
answering for the authenticity of the alleged 
document, or the purity of the channel through 
which it reached lVJr. Thomson, here follows a 
statement, purporting to be taken from the re-
. turn of major-general Brock's quarter-master: 
general: 

British regulars, infantry and artillery, 382 

Indians, principally Chippeways, Hurons,} 
650 

and Putawatamies, 

~lilitia, "in regular uniform," or, rather, in} 
362 

coats and jackets of all colours and shapes, 

Total, l39-!* 

The best ~vidence that these figures are cor
l·ectly transcribed, is the trifling amount by 
which they exceed the round numbers stated i~1 
major-g.eneral Brock's despatch. 'r ere it not for 
that, we should be warrante~ in re1ying upon 

• Sketches of the ·war, p. 33. 
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the A1uerican colonel Cass's letter, published 
in the '' National lntelligencer.'' He says:
'~ I have been informed by colonel Find lay, who 
saw the return of their quarter-master-general, 
the day after the surrender, that their whole 
force, of every description, lrhite, red, and black, 
was 1 080.'' In another part of his letter the 
colonel says:-'' J was informed by g·eneralllull , 
the morning after tl!e capitulation, that ihe Bri
tish forces consisttd of 1800 regulars, and tit at he 
surrendered to prevent the effusion of human 
blood. That he magnified their regular force 
nearly jive-fold, there can be no doubt."-Ex
cept to blame general Hull for "the folly and 
ruin of cro·wding 1100 men into a little work, 
"'·hich 300 could fully man,'' the editor of the 
''History of the United States'' has not touched 
upon the force of either party, in his brief notice 
of the surrender of Detroit. 

No account of ordnance-stores found in the 
fort appears in the British official returns, for 
which a reason is there assigned. The editor of 
the "Sketches of the vr ar," satisfies us that there 
was no deficiency in this respect, by stating, that 
the American troops had, among their stores, 
" 400 rounds of 24-pound shot, already fixed; 
about 100000 cartridges made up; 40 barrels of 
powder; and 2500 stauds of arm _"* 

One reason for general Brock's marching so 

*Sketches of the 'Var, p. 30. 31. 
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comparatively small a force agaiust Detroit, was 
a deficiency of arms wherewith to equip the 
Upper Canada militia. Many of the latter 
'vere obliged, in consequence, to remain behind; 
and even the arms that had been distributed 
among· their companions, were of the very worst 
quality: so that general Hull's a 2.500 stands of 
arms," which were, indeed, of the Yery best 
quality, became a valuable acquisition. The 
success that attended this first enterprise in 
which the militia had been called upon to act, 
produced an electrical efft:ct throughout the two 
provinces. It inspired the timid, settled the 
wavering, and awed the disaffected; of which 
latter there were 1nany. It also induced the 
Six Nations of Indians, who had hitherto kept 
aloof, to take an active part in our favor. 

So determined appears l\lr. Thomson's hostility 
towards general Hull, that he declares the Ameri
can commander surrendered'' to a body of troops 
inferior in quality as well as number." rpon 
what ground that assertion is made, other than 
the superior gallantry disp1ayed by the Ameri
ican troops in the few skirmishes already re
corded, no where appears; and how widely ditfe
J·ent were the sentiments of the commander of 
those inferio-r troops, l\Ir. Tbomson ha!!' made 
known to us · his preceding page. " \\7hen," 
says he, '' general Brock said, .that the force at 
his disposal authorized him to require the sur-
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1·ender1 he must haYe had a very exalted opinion 
of the prowess of his own soldiers, or a very mis
taken one of the ability of those, who were com
manded by the American general."* 

Brigadier-g·eneral Hull was afterwards ex
c.: hanged for 30 British prisoners; and his trial 
commenced at Albany on the 5th of January, and 
ended on the 8th of .March, 1814. The particulars 
mav not be uninteresting, and :ne therefore ex-. ' 

tracterl from the pages of Mr. O'Connor's book: 
" Three chanres were 11resented ao-ainst him · 

Ll r '=' ' 
to -wit, t7·eason against the United States; cow-
ardice; and neglect of duty, and un~tficer-like 

conduct-to all which he pleaded Not Guilty.
The general having protested against the cmn~ 
petency of the court to try the first charge, the 
court declined making any formal decision on it; 
but yet gave an opinion that nothing- appeared 
to them which could justify the charge. 

" The court acquitted him of that part of the 
third specification, which charges him with 
having forbidden the American artillery to fire 
on the enemy, on their march towards the said 
Fort-Detroit, and found him guilty of the first, 
second part of the third, and the fourth speci
fications. On the third charge, the court found 
t he accused guilty of neglect of duty, in omit
ting seasonably to inspect, train, exercise, and 
order the troops under his command, or cause 

. * Sketches of the 'V ar, p. 32. 



"/6 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

the same to be done. They also found him 
guilty of part of the fourth and fifth specifica
tions, and the whole of the sixth and seventh; 
and acquitted him of the second and third, and 
}Jart of the fourth and fifth specifications. 

" The court sentenced the said brigadier
general " rilliam Hull, to be shot to death, two
thirds of the court concurring in the sentence; 
but, in consideration of his revolutionary ser
Yices, and his advanced age, recommended hint 
to the mercy of the president of the United 
States. The president approved the sentence, 
remitted the execution, aud ordered the na1ue 
of general Hull to be erased from the I ist of the 
army.*-lt is an undoubted fact, that most of 
general Hull's lenient judges had, during the war, 
either run from, or been beaten by, a Briti~h 
force, much inferior to theirs. A5 their best ex
cuse, we can only suppose, that the sentence of 
death was understood to be a mere form to save 
appearances; in short, that the president of the 
United States had pledged himself not to con .. 
firm it. 

The chagrin felt at "-ashington, when news 
arrived of the total failure of this the tir~t at
tempt at invasion, was in proportion to the san
guine hopes entertained of its success. To what 
a pitch of extravagance those hopes had been car
ried, cannot better appear than in two speeche~ 

* History of the War, page 215. 



GRF:AT BRITAlN AND AMERICA. 77 

t1eli "·ered upon the floor of congress, in the sum

mer of 1812. Dr. Eustis, the secretary at war 

of the L nited States, said:-" 'Ve can take the 

Canadas without soldiers; we ha Ye only to send 

officers into the provinces, and the people, dis

affected towards their mvn government, wiH 

rally round our standard/1· The honorable 

Henrv Clav seconded his friend, thus:-" It is ., ~ 

absurd to suppose we sh all not succeed in our 

enterprize against the enemy's provinces. ' Ve 
ha Ye the Canadas as much under our command as 

she (Great Britain) has the ocean; and the way 

to conquer her on the ocean is to dri,-e her fro m 

the land. I am not for stopiJing at Quebec, or 

a ny where else ; but I would take the wh ole 

continent from them , and ask them no fa vors. 

Her fleets cannot then rendezvous at Halifax as 
no)T"; and, having no place of resort in the 

north, cannot infest our coast as they have lately 

d one. It is as easy to conq ner them on the land, 

as their whole navy would conquer ours on the 

ocean. ' Ve must t ake the continent from them. 

I wish never to see a peace till we do. God has 

given us t he power and t h e means: we are to 

b lame if we do not use tlwm. If we get the 

continent , she m ust allow us the freedom of the 

sea." This is t he gentleman who, afterwalrds, 

in the character of a commissioner,- and it 
s:ands as a record of his u nblu:,hing apostacyl

s1gned the treaty of peace. 
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Upon major-general Brock's arrival at Fort
George, he first heard of that most impolitic 
armistice, which, grounded on a letter from sir 
George Prevost to m<ijor-gene1·al DeaPborn, had 
been concluded between the latter and colonel 
Baynes, sir George's adjutant-general. It pro
vided that neither party should act offensively 
before the decision of the American govern
Jnent was taken on the subject. To the cir
cumstance of the despatch announcing the event, 
not having reached the gallant Brock, before he 
had finished the business at Detroit, may the 
safety of the Canadas, in a great measure, be 
attributed. The armistice was already suffi
ciently injurious. It paralized the efforts of that 
active officer; who had resolved, and would 
doubtless have succeeded, in sweeping the Ame-
1·ican forces from the whole l\iagara line. It 
enabled the Americans to recover from their con
sternation, to fortify and strengthen their own, 
and to accumulate the means of annoyance along 
the whole of our frontier. It sent nearly 800 

of our Indian allies, in disgust, to their homes. 
It admitted the free transport of the enemy's 
ordnance-stores and provisions, by Lake On
tario; which gave increased facility to all his 
subsequent operation in that quarter. 
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CHAPTER IIJ. 

Termination of sir G. Prevost's armistice-Stale 
of the American army on the Niagara-frontier 
-Capture of the Detroit and Caledonia
American plan of invasion developed-Its de
rangemtmt-False intelligence of a deserler
Ardor of the Am.erican troops-Attack on 
Queenstown Tesolved upon-First attempt at 
crossing the Tiver foiled-Success of second at
tempt-Gallant 'resistance of the Britislt-A r
rival of mutual reiriforcements-Deat!t of gene
ral Brock-Surrender of the American a'rmy
A lteTed behaviour of the Ame1·ican troops at 
Leu:istown-Ante'rican misrepresentation exposed 
-BombaTdment between Fort-George and Forl
NiagaTa-Brief sketch of general BToclc's life 
and character. 

IT is now time to attend to the operations of 
the British and American forces confronting
each other along the Niagara~line. The pre
sident of the United States, as might have 
been expected, refused to ratify the armistice 
which had been agreed upon between sir 
George Pre·\!ost, through his adjutant-general 
colonel Baynes, and major-general Dearborn ; 
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and directed six day's notice of the recommence .. 
ment of hostilities to be given by the command .. 
ing generals. The American government had 
made a proper use of the short period of suspen· 
si01i; and, when the 8th of Sevtember, the day 
for acti re operations, arrived, a st10ng force, 
well supplied with vrovisions, and styled ,, the 

army of the centre," had assembled on the 
borders of the Niagara-river. 

This army, commanded by major-general Van 
Rensselaer of the ~ e\V York militia, consisted, 
according to American official returns, of 5206 

men;* exolusive of 300 field and light artillery, 
soo· of the 6th, 13th, and 23d regiments, at Fort
Niagara; making a total of 6300 men. Of this 
powerful force, 1650 regulars, under the com
mand of brigadier-general Smyth, ·were at Black 
Rock ; t 386 militia at the latter place and 
Euffaloe; and 900 regulars, and 2270 militia, 
at Len·istown, distant from Black Rock. 28 miles . 
. : o that, including the 1100 men at Fort l\ iagara, 
the Americans had, along 36 miles of their fron
tier, a force of 6300 men ; of \vhom nearly h\-·o 

t!Jirds were regular troops; while the British, 
aloug their line from Fort-George, where ma
jor-general Sheafte commanded, to Fort-Erie, 
whither major-gener<tl Brock had just pro
t'C{'ded, could not mu ·ter 1200 men; nearly half 
of \vhom '''ere militia. 

·:·· Wilkin s on'~ ~ I{'tn. Y ol. I. p. 580. t Sec plate I. 
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Although not strictly a military enterprise, 
the capture, in ten minutes, of h'~'O British 
'' brigs of war, well-armed, and anchored 
under the protection of Fort-Erie/'w. by two 
American row-boats, without any artiHery, is 
an event of too extraordinary a nature, not to 
require an investig·ation. At the surrender of 
Detroit, we got possession of the United States' 
brig Adams, of about 200 tons, and ·mounting 
six 6-pounders. The prize (afterwards named 
the Detroit) and the north-west company's brig 
Caledonia, of about 90 tons, and mounting two 
swivels, were required to convey some of the 
American prisoners to Fort-Erie. A party of 
militia and Canadian sailors, in number 50, 

embarked for that purpose on board the Detroit, 
having in charge 30 American prisoners. This 
vessel carried, also, well-packed in her hold, a 
considerable quantity of small-arms, part of the 
spoils taken with general Hull. The Caledonia 
had her own crew ofl2 men; to "~hose care were 
entrusted 10 American prisoners. She had on 
boar-d a valuable cargo of furs, valued by the 
Amt>rican editors at about 150,000 dollars. The 
author of the " Sketches of the War," ludi
crously enough, styles these two vessels "well~ 
appointed," or, in other words, well-manned 
and officered. He, next, unpacking all the cases, 
and distributing the arms; declares that the ves-

* History of th~ United States, Vol. HI. p. 19l. 

VOL. 1. G 
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~teiB were'' supplied with blunderbusses, pistols, 
cutlasses, boarding-pikes, and battle-axes.'~ • 
. On the morning of the 8th of October, the 
t~o ~~~Is approached, and anchored off Fort
.Wie, the plac~ of thei~ destination ; but which,_ 
\l.eing still without guns, could afford them ao 
•' protection" whatever. Lieutenant Je~ El
liott, of the United States' navy, was, at this 
time, at Black Rock, superintending the equip· 
Jillent of some schooners, lately purchased for 
the service of Lake Erie. Having just re
ceived a supply of 50 seamen from New York, 
he borrowed the same number of infantrv and ., ' 

artillery from general Smyth ; * and, embarking 
the whole in two large boats, was alongside of 
the British brigs at about three hours before day
light on the morning succeeding their arrival. 
Joined by the prisoners, the Americans num
bered 140; their opponents 68. Yet doctor 
Smith calls the capture of these vessels " a very 
gallant achievement;" and he has taken care to 
make his account almost warrant the assertion. 
After the capture, lieutenant Elliott succeeded 
in getting the Caledonia close under the bat
tet·ies at Black Rock; but was compelled, by a 

lvell-directed shot or two from the Can ad a-shore, 
to run the Detroit upon Squaw Island. Alm~t 

immediately afterwards, a detachment of the 2d 
United States' n•giment of artillery, with four 

• Skotcbcs of the 'Yar, p. 43. 
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field-pieces, landed on the island; and a (:Offi .. 

pany of the 5th regiment soon foJiowed. It was 
in vain for a subaltern's detachment of the 49th, 
which had been sent from Fort-Erie, to offer any 
resistance; although the British had contrived 
to set fire to the brig, previous to the arrival of 
the American troops. The latter completed the 
destruction, both of the vessel, and of the greater 
part of her stores. But for the defensive mea
su~es, to which sir George Prevost had limited 
major-gen£ral Brock, this active officer would 
have destroyed those very schooners, for whose 
equipment, as men of war, lieutenant Elliott and 
his men had been sent from below; and, by so 
doing, have brought about consequences, far 
more important than the safety of the two brigs. 

\Vith so many troops under his command, ge
neral Van Rensselaer very naturally felt anxious 
to give a brilliant close to the campaign; the 
rather, as the national character had been de
graded, in the eyes of all, by the tame surrender 
of general Hull and his army. A second inva
~ion of Canada was, therefore, re~olved upon; 
and, if the reader will take the trouble to turn to 
Plate I, we will endeavour to explain the plan of 
attack, as since promulgated by an American 
general-officer. A road (M M) had been cut, by 
general Van Rensse]aer's orders, from his cat,np 
at Lewistown (B), six miles through a wood to 
(N), at fou~-mi)e creek; where lay, ready for 

G 2 
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sen·ice., sixty batteaux. From this creek it i!l 
four miles and a half, by water, to Fort·George-; 
the whole way under a high bank, which conceals 
the boats until they turn Niagara-point. The 
ground at Queenstown and Lewistown is so much 
elevated, that it may be called a mountain. It 
forms an immense platform, and overlooks every 
part of the plane below, to ibtermination at the 
banks of the Ontario. Consequently, every 
movement by major-general Sheaffe at Fot·t
George, and by the commanding officer at Fort
Niagara, would be und~r major-general Van 
Rensselaer's eye. It was the general's intention 
that brigadier-general Smyth, and his 16•~0 re
gulars, should march, by the road (M M), to the 
mouth of the Four-mile creek ; there to wait in 
readiness for embarking at a moment's notice. 
Queenstown was then to be attacked by the 
troops under the immediate command of general 
\ 'an Rensselaer; and, as the only force, there sta .. 
tioned, was known to be two companies of the 
49th regiment, and a small detachment of mi
litia, no doubt was entertained about the town's 
being immediately carried, as well as the small 
battery on the heights. These operations, 
within hearing of Fort-George, could not fail tq 
draw forth the garrison to sustain the post of 
Queenstown, and, if possible, to repel the inv~
ders. The instant the British column \Vas ob
served to be in motion, general Smyth was to be 
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signalled to embark at t.he creek~ and, so soon 
as the British reached Queenstown, he was to 
be. ordered, by a courier, to attack Fort-George; 
which, being deprived of its garrison, would, it 
was expected, 1nake but a vain resistance.• 

The American general Smyth's backwardness, 
or som_e other cause, not made public, deranged 
the above most excellent plan of attack. In the 
mean while, the capture of " the two British 
brigs of war'' near Fort-Erie had spread an ir
resistible ardor for conquest throughout the 
American army. The troops declared they 
''must have orders to act, or, at all hazards, they 
would go home.'"j About this time, some wag 
of a deserter came running into the American 
camp, with information, that general Brock had 
suddenly proceeded to the westward with the 
greater part of his troops, to repel general Har
I·ison's attempt at Detroit. The thing was cre
dited; the troops were absolutely furious; and 
the general himself concluded he had just hit the 
nick of time fQr getting possession of the penin
sula, by a more direct road than that he had 
cut through the woods,-a mere traverse across 
the river to Queenstown. Accordingly, at three 
o'clock on the morning of the 11th of October, 
his eager troops were gratified by advancing. to 
the rivet·-side. Experienced boatmen had been 
p rovided, and a skilful officer, lieutenant Sim, 

• Wilkillson 's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. b71. + App. No.ll. 
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sent in a boat a-head; but the latter_ played his 
countrymen a trick, and ran away; exposing 
them to a tremendous north-east storm. \Yhich 
continued unabated for 28 hours, and deluged 
the whole camp.* 

All this drenching contributed nothing to 
allay the ardor of American soldiers. Invade 
Canada they would; and general Van Rensselaer 
resolved to carry the Briti8h works at Queens
town, befo~e day, on the morning of the 12th. 
Thirteen boats were provided, and the embarka
tion was to take place in the following order: 
-Colonel S. Van Rensselaer, the commanding 
officer, with 300 militia, and lieutenant-colonel 
Christie, with 300 regulars; lieutenant-colonel 
Fenwick and major Mullany, to follow, with 
about 550 regular troops, and some pieces of 
flying artillery; and then the militia. It was 
intended that the embarkation of the regulars 
and militia should be simultaneous, as far as 
the boats would suffice to receive them ; but, 
having to descend the bank by a narrow path 
which had been cut out of it, the regular troops 
got possession of the boats to the exclusion of tbe 
militia; and the latter were ordered to follow in 
the return-boats. t 

The only British batteries f~m which tile 
troops could be annoyed in the passage, were 
one, moun~ingan 18-pounder, upon Queenstown

• A pp. N p, 11. t Wilkinson's MemQirs, Vol. I. p. 578. 
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heights (G), and another, mounting a 24-pound 
carronade, situate a little below the town (L). 
The river at Queenstown is scarcely a quarter 
of a mile in width, and the point chosen for 
crossing (0) was not fully exposed to either 
of the British batteries; while the American 
batteries of two 18 and two 6-pounders (H), and 
the two 6-pouoder field-pieces brought up by 
li_eutenant-colonel Scott, completely commanded 
every part of the opposite shore, from which mus
ketry could be effectual in opposing a landing. 
\Vith these important advantages the troops em
bark-ed; but, a grape-shot striking the boat 
in which lieutenant-colonel Christie was, and 
wounding him in the hand, the pilot and boat
men became so alarmed, that they suffered the 
boat to fall below the point of landing, and were 
obliged, in consequence, to put back. Two other 
boats did the same. The remaining ten, with 
225 regulars,* besides officers, including the 
commander of the e~pedition, colonel Van Rens-
selaer, struck the shore; and, after disembark
ing the men, returned for more troops. 

The only force at Queenstown consisted of the 
two flank companies of the 49th regiment, and 
a small detachment of militia; amounting, in 
aJl, to about 300 rank and file. Of these about 
60, taken from the 49th grenadiers and captain 
Hatt's coHlpany of militia, having_ in charge 

• WHkinson's Memoirs, Vol. _I . p. 573. 
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a 3-pounder, advanced, at four o'clock in the 
morning, with captain Dennis of the 49th at 
their l1ead, towards the river; near to which 
colonel Van Rensselaea· bad formed his men, to 
await the arrival of the next boats. A well-di
rected and warmly continued fire killed and 
wounded sm·eral American officers and pri
,·ates, including, among the wounded, colonel 
Van Rensse)aer and three captains; and drove the 
Americans behind a steep bank, close to the 
water·s edge. In the meantime, a fre~h suvply of 
troops had effected a landing; and remained, with 
the others, sheltered behind the bank ; whence 
they returned the fire of the British, killing one 
man, and wounded four. The remaining sub- . 
divisions of the 49th grenadiers and of the militia. 
company had now joined captain Deunis; and 
the 49th light infantry, under captain \Villiams, 
with captain Chisholm's company of militia, sta
tioned on the brow of the bill, were fi1·ing down 
upon the in,·aders . 
. Of five or six boats that attempted to land a 

body of A1perican regulars under major :\I ullany, 
one was destroyed by a shot from the hill-battery, 
commanded by lieutenant Crowther of the 41st 
regiment ; two others were captured ; and the 
remainder, foiled in their object, returned to t~e 
American side. Day-light appeared; and, at 
the same instant, general Brock arrived at the 
hill-battc;ry from Fort-George. Obsen·ing the 
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strong reinforcements that were crossing over, 
the general instantly ordered captain Williams 
to descend the hill, and support captain Dennis. 
No sooner were captain ''-.illiams and his men 
seen to dep~rt, than the Americans formed the 
resolution of gaining the heights. According·ly, 
60 American regulars,'*' headed by captain " ·ool, 
and accompanied by major Lush, a volunteer, 
also by a captain, six lieutenants, and an ensign 
of the 13th regiment, ascended a fisherman's 
path up the rocks, which had been reported to 
general Brock as impassable, and therefore was 

not guarded. The Americans were thus enabled. 
unseen by our troops, to arrive at a brow, about 
30 yards in the rear of the bill-battery. Rein
forcements kept rapidly arriving by the con
cealed path ; and the whole formed on the brow, 
with their front towards the village of Queens
town. 

The moment general Brock discovered the un.
expected advance of the American troops, h~, 

with the 12 men stationed at the battery, retired ; 
and captain "·ool, advancing from the rear with 
his more than ten-fold force, "took it without 
n1uch resistance. "t Captain \Villiams, and his. 
detachment of regulars and militia, were now 
recalled; and general Brock, putting himself at 
the head of this force, amounting, in all, to about 
W men, advanced to meet a detachment of 150 

• Sketches of the War. p. 72. t App. No. a. 
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picked American regulars, which captain Wool 
had sent forward to attack him. The American 
captain says that, in consequence of the general's 
" superior force," his men retreated; adding: 
"'I sent a reinforcement, notwithstanding which, 
the enemy drove us to the edge of the bank." 
"\\' hile animating his little band of regulars and 
militia to a charge up the heights, general Brock 
received a n1ortal wound in the breast, and im
mediately fell. 

At this moment, the two flank-companies of 
theY ork militia, with lieutenant-colonel ~I' Don
nell, the general's provincial aide-de- camp, at 
their head, arrived from Brown's-point, three 
1niles distant. By this time, also, captain \Vool 
had i:ent additional l'einforcen1ents to captain 
Ogilvie; making the latter's force "3~0 regu
lars, supported by a few militia and Yolun
teers,"• or, in the whole, full500 men. Colonel 
M'Donnell and his 190 men,-more than two
thirds Canadian militia,--rushed boldly up the 
bill, In defiance of the continued stream ofmus.. 
ketry pouring down upon them ; compelled the' 
Americans to spike the 18-pounder ; and would 
have again driven them to the rocks, had not 
the colonel and captain \l-illiams been wounded, 
almost at the same instant ; the former mortally. 
The loss of their £ommanders created confu
sion among the men ; and they again tetreated. 

• Wilk.inson's Memoirs, V oJ. I. p. 573. 
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Hearing of the fall of general Bt·ock, captain 

Dennis proceeded from the valley, towards the 
foot of the heights; and, mounting the general's 
horse, rode up, and tried to rally the troops. 
He succeeded in forming a few; but the number 
was so inconsiderable that, to persist in a con
test, would have been madness. A retreat was 
accordingly ordered, by the ground in the rear 
of the town; and the men of the 49th, accom
panied by many of the militia, formed in front 
of Vromont's battery; there to await the ex
pected reinforcement from Fort-George. 

'lhile we had, at this period, not above 200 
unwounded men at Queenstown, the AmericansJ 
by their own account, had upwards of 800, and 
general Van Rensselaer tells us, that " a num
ber of boats now crossed over, unannoyed, ex
cept by the one unsilenced gun,"• ot· that at Vro
mont's battery; consequently, more troops were 
hourly arriving. Brigadier.general Wadsworth 
was left as commanding officer of the Americans 
on the Queenstown hill; and general Van Rens
selaer, considering the victory as complete, had 
himself crossed over, in order to give directions 
about fortifying the camp which he intended to 
occupy in the British territory. 

As whatever brilliant deeds were achieved by 
the Americans on ''this memorable day,') con
fessedly form part of those- events which have 

* App. No. 11. 
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just been detailed, we will suspend our narra
tive awhile, till a few of the American state
ments on the subject have been exhibited for the 
reader's amusement. 

One writer, and he a general too, says= "The 
names o( the officers who accompanied colonel 
Van Rensselaer on this hardy enterprise, deserve 
to be engraven on the scroll of fame, for sur
mounting obstacles almost insuperable, in the 
face of a determined enemy, under a heavy fire ; 
and dislodging and pursuing a superiar forcet 
composed of two (captain \Vool says~ "four''*) 
companies of the 49th British regiment, advan
tageously posted, with a body of aJ,lxiliary mi
litia and India os: it n as indeed a display of 
!_~trepidity rarely exhibited,. in which the con
duct and the executioi), were equally cons}Jicu
ous. Here true ,·aim-,. so often 1nistaken for 
animal courage," (a note adds: ''In the Ameri~ 
can service, temerity is too often taken for bra
very, &c.") "was attested by an appeal to the 
bayonet, which decided the contest without. a 
bhot.''-'' Under all the circun~stances, and on 
the scale of the operation, the impartial soldier 
and competent judge will name this brilliant 
affair a chef d'CEUvn: of the war.' 't 

Mr. Thomson describes the aftair with the 190 
British regulars and militia upon the hill, thus: 
''At this moment a reinforcement arrived, which 
• A pp. No. 1 ~. + W-ilkinson 's ){emoirs, Vol. I. p. 578. 
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augm-ented the detachment to 320 men} who 
we1·e led to the charge; and, making a forcible 
appeal to the bayonet, entirely routed the British 
49th regiment, of 600 men, and puriiued them 
up the height, until the ground was regained, 
which the detachment had just before lost. 
Part of the 41st" (one officer, lieutenant Crow
ther) "were acting with the 49th, both of which 
regiments distinguished themselves, under the 
same commander, in Europe; and the latrer harl 
obtained the title of the Egyptian lnvincibles, 
because they had never, on any occasion before, 
been known to give ground ;"•-or, we may 
surely subjoin, had such an unprincipled enemy 
to deal with. l\1r. O'Connor has inadvertently 
prefixed " a part of" to '' the 49th regiment"; 
which, in some degree, exculpates him; but Dr. 
Smith, like his friend Mr. Thomson, introduces 
tbe ""'·hole 49th "regiment of British regulars, tJOO 
strong,'' adding:-" They mutually resorted to 
the bayonet; and, after a bloody conflict, the 
famous invincibles yielded to the supet·ior energy 
of their antagonists, although so far inferior in 
numbers."t 

Leaving these contemptible ltistorians to the 
reader's castigation, when he has leisure to in
flict it, Wti have now to call his attention to the 

finale of '' this memorable day." Between two 

* Sketches of the War, p. 75. 

t Hi5t. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 201. 
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and three o,.cloek in the afternoon, about 50 

Indians, led by the chief N orton, advanced 

through the woods and an orchard, towards the 
mountain. _ As they approached, the American 

troops, " not knowing their number, at first 
faltered."• After a sharp conflict, in which the 
Indians lost a few men killed and wounded, · and 

one made prisoner, the latter very prudently re
tired towards the reinforcement of regulars and 
militia, under major-general Sheaffe, which had 
just arrived from Fort-George. This reinforce
ment, consisting of about 380 rank and file 
of the 41st regiment, under major Derenzy, and 

about 300 militia, accompanied by one 3-poun
der, joined the remnant of the 49th flank com

panie~ ; and the whole proceeded to the heights, 
by a . route through the. enclosures ;t the Indians 

pointing out to the troops the best track for as
~ending the mountain. As soon as the British 
column had reached a field adjoimng the road 

to the falls, about 60 of the 41st under captain 
Bullock, and a party of militia, anived from 
Chippeway. The whole British and Indian force, 
thus assembled, did not amount to 1000 i·ank 
and file; of whou1 about 560 were regular. troops. 

Tbe artillery consisted of two 3-pounders, placed 
under the orders of lieutenant Crowther of the 

41st. 
The attack conunenced by the light infantry 

~ Sketches of the ·war, p. 73. + Sec Plate 1. q. q. q. q. 
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company of the 41st, under lieutenant M'ln
tyre, about 35 militia, and the same number of 
Indians, composing the left flank of the British 
line. After a single ,·olley, lieutenant M'lntyre's 
company 1·esor.ted to the bayonet; and soon 
drove the American right. The main body of the 
British now advanced, firing their two 3-poun
ders, with destructive effect. The Americans 
sustained but a bhort conflict, ere they fled with 
precipitation towards the point at which they 
had first landed. There they threw themseln~s 
oYer the precipice, as if heedless of the danger; 
and many must have perished in the flood. 
Others, no doubt, swam across; and some es
caped in the few boats that remained entire, or 
whose crews could be persuaded to approach the 
Canadian shore. " In retiring," says an Ame
rican author, "they received considerable aid 
from the American batteries, which kept up a 
brisk and well-directed fire on the enemy, as he 
pressed upon their rear.''* 

All, however, would not do. A flag of truce, 
begg·ing for quarter, came from the American 
commander. l\1r. Coffin, aide-de-camp to gene
ral Sheaffe, and lieutenant M' In tyre, accompa
~ied the bearer of the Bag·, and received the 
sword of rnajo_r-general Wadsworth, the Ameri
can commanding officer. \\''bile Mr. Coffin was 
cond-ucting the latter to major-g·eneral Sheatfe, 

* Sk,&tchcs of the War, p. 7fJ. 
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lieutenant M'lntyre received, as prisoners of 
war, lieutenant-colonel Scott and 71 officers, to
gether with 858 non-commissioned officers and 
privates, of the American army. These were ex
clusive of the two boat-loads of troops which 
had been captured in the morning. 

If we consider Mr. Thomson's account of the 
number of Americans surrendered, to refer to 
the non-commissioned officers and privates only, 
and then add his loss in wounded, 82, we shall 
obtain 846; not far short of lieutenant l\t~In

tyre's return. None of the other American histo
rians seem desirous to be particular on this point. 
The above 82 wounded include such only as bad 
not been brought to the American side in the 
course of the day. We may safely estimate such 
as had been brought over at as many more ; and 
those that succeeded in re-crossing the river, 
either by boats or swimming, and others that 
·were drowned in the attempt, must have 
amounted to one or two hundreds. .!VIr. Thorn~ 
son states 90 as the number of Americans killed 
in action. That, added to the number of pri
soners, makes, without reckoning those taken 
in the boats, 1021.-Dr. Smith says:-" In the· 
course of the day about 1100 troops, regulars, 
, ·olunteet·s, and militia, passed into Canada from 
Lewistown; very few of whom returned."* But 
the '' Albany Gazette," (an Am~rican northern 

• Hist. of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. ~00. 



<-atl~AT BI ITAIN AND A .. lEttlCA. 97 

newa.paper,) at the conclusion of "a most accu
rate accounC of tbe Queenstown battle, fixes the 
number (lf Americans that crossed the rirer at 

1600; consisting of900 regulars, and 700 militia. 

The editor of the '' Sketches of the \Yar""' 
sa vs:-" The British force in the ditfennt bat-. 
tles, with the exception of the first, was at no 
time less than 1100; in the last and fourth en
gagement it was much g-reater. ' '* Doctor Sm.ith 
fixes the British force at 2200."j- Mr. O'Connor 
estimates the prisoners at " about 700 ;" and 
then adds:-'' This little band suJTendered to 
abtmt five times their number,"~ or 3500 men. 
These m·e the delusions so industriously practised 

upon the American people: no w~nder those 
among them who haYe never been beaten into a 
contrary opinion, still fancy they are possessed 
of the prowess of demi-gods. 

The British loss in this decisive ·affair 
amounted to 11 killed and 60 wounded, of the 
regulars and militia, and to five kill ed and nine 

wounded, of the Indians. Although 1lr. Thom
sun had stated the American lm:s at 90 killed, 

and 82 (another account ~ays IGO) \Voundcd; 
and, in reference to us, had said: "Their ]oss is 

not known," be could not rtfrain from adding, 
l\-'ith · ~n air of triumphant :pleasantry:-" \Yith 
n·gard to close and courageous fight.ing, tl1e 

* Skctchrs of the War~ p. 76. 

t Iliot. of the U. S. Vol. III. p. 'WO. :j: llist.ofthc ·war, p. 50. 

YOL. I. 11 
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victory belonged to the Americans; but with 
regard to the loss which was sustained, it was 

exclusively yielded to the British."* 
General Van Rensselaer's letter gives a ludi. 

crous account of the behaviour of the American 

militia at Lewistown. These men, a day or two 
previous, were for invading Canada, without 

waiting for orders from their commanding offi- · 
cer. Now, all the exhortations of their general, 
of lieutenant-colonel Bloom, and even ~of the 

graYe '' Judg·e Peck," could not induce them to 
budge a step. A nortb-east storm for twenty

eight hourst was nothing, compared to what 
their wounded comrades had told them they 

must expect, if they came in contact with the 
brave 49th, '' the green tygers," as they called 

them. " The ardor of the unengaged troops," 
says the general, " had entirely subsided."! By 
contrasting all this with the national feeling ex
cited by such writings as it becomes our unplea
sant task to iuvestigate, the difference between 
reality and fiction strikes forcibly on the mind. 

The number of American troops, whose dis
cretion came so well to their aid, is stated at 

from 12 to 1500; and the number of regulars 

and militia at Lewistown, exclusive of the sen>· 
ral detachments ordered frmn Black Rock, Bnf
faloe, and Fort-Niagara, and whose commanding 

*' Sketches of the 'Var, p. 76. 

t Sec p. 86 :t App. No. 11. 
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officers can boast of their names being ~' en
graven on the scroll of fame" for havin g "don~ 
honot· to their country upon this memorable 
day," amounted to 3170 ;* a tolerable proof 
that, at the lowest estimate, 1600 Americans 
crossed overtoQueensto\Yn, on the'' memorable" 
13th of October, 1812. 

""hen general " -ilkinson complains that the 
executive has not rendered " common justice to 
tile principal actors in this gallant scene," not 
exhibited it to the country '' in its true light, 
and shewn what deeds Americans are still 
capable of performing ;"t-who among us can 
retain his gravity? " It is true," says the 
general, " complete success did not ultimately 
crown this enterprise; but two great ends were 
obtained for the country :-it re-established 
the character of the American arms ;"-it did 
indeed!-" and deprived the enemy, by the 
death of general Brock, of the best officer that 
has headed their troops in Canada throughout 
the war ;"-truth undeniable!-'' and, "vith his 
loss, put an end to their then brilliant career;" 
-yet the capture of genera] VVadsworth took 
place in less than five hours afterwards. ·..-

The instant we l<now what the Americans ex
pected to gain, a tolerable idea may be formed 
of n·hat they actually lost, by the attack upon 
Queen!,tm-rn. General Van Rensselaer, in a letter 

* See p. 80 t Sketches of the War, p. 76. 

H2 
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to major-general Dearborn, written five days 

pa·ev iously, says thus:-'' Should we succeed, we 

shall effect a great discomfiture of the enemy, 

by breaking their line of communication, driv

ing their shipping from the mouth of this river, 

Iea\-ing them no rallying point in this part of 

the counta·y, appalling the 1ninds of the Cana

dians, and opening a wide and safe communi

cation for our supplies; we shaH save our own 

land,-wipe away part of the score of our past 

disgrace,-get excellent barracks and winter 

quarters, anrl at least be prepared for an early 

campaign another year."-" ho could beliele 

that this very letter is given at length in general 

)Vilkinson's book, and precedes, but a few pages, 

those ridiculous remarks into which an excess of 

}Jatriotism had betrayed him. 

It is often said, that we thmw away by the pen, 

what we gain by the sword. Had general 

Brock been less prodigal of his laluable lift\ 

and survived the Queenstown battle, he would 

Lave made the 13th of October a still more 

''memorable" day, by cros ing the river, and 

carrying Fort .. Niagara; which, at that precise 

time, was nearly stripped of its garri on. In

stead of doing this, and thus putting an end to 

the campaign upon the 1\ iagara~frontiea·, major

general Sheaffe, general Brock's successor, al

lowed himself to be persuaded to ~ign an ar· 

mistice; the Yery thing general Yan Rensselarr 
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wanted. The latter, of cour. e, assured his pa

nic-struck militia, that tl1e Bri ti~h general had 

ent to implore this of him; and that he, gene-

1'al Van Rensselaer, had consented, merely to 

gain time to make some necessary arrang·ements. 

Such of the militia as had not already scampered 

off, now agreed to suspend their journey home

wards, and try another experiment at invasion. 

On the 15th, all the militia who had been made 

pri oners, including the wounded regulars, were 

sent acros the river, upon their parole: so were 

the n:hole of the American officers; not except

ing major ~Iullany, 2.nd seH~ral others, known 

to be British subjects: nay, even th eir side
arms ·were restored to them. The non-cotu
missioned officers and pri \·ates of the regu

lars were marched to 1\Iontreal, to await their 

exchange. The American editors acknowledge 

that the prisoners were treated with uncommon 

kindness by " the victorious enemy;" yet one 

editor adds: ' ' .For want of 1£itl or power, they 

put no restraint upon their Indian a1lies, n ho 

were stripping and scalping not only the slain~ 
but the dying· that remained on the fielu of 

battle.''* Doctor Smith says : '' l\ o restraint, 

however, was imposed UFOll the India ns by ge

neral Sheaffe, a natil'e o f Boston." He then, to 

prove that the Indians '' st ripped and scalped 

the slain, and even the wounded aud dying 

* Sk~tc\cs uf the War, p. 76. 
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Americans,'' says:-" Captain Ogilvie saw the 
corpse of ensign Morris stripped even of bis 
shirt, and the scull of a soldier who had been 
wounded, cloven by a tomahawk:"* but, whe
ther the ensign's shirt l1ad not been stolen by one 
of his own men, or the hole in the soldier's scull 
was not a wound he had received in the battle, 
is deemed a needless inquiry. 

\\'-hile the British and Americans \Vere engag
ing at Queenstown, the batteries at Fort-George, 
under the direction of brigade-major Evans, 
opened a fire upon those at Fort-Niagara; which 
was returned with hot shot , and continued du
-ring several hours. The spirited cannonade on 
the part of the British compelled the American 
garrison, commanded by captain 1\. Leona1·d, to 
retreat, with the loss of two men killed by the 
bursting of a 12-pounder, and several men 
wounded by shot. The American account says, 
hot shots were used on both sides. On the con
trary, none were, or could be fired from Fort
Ceorg·e; and the effects of such as were fired from 
Fort- L ' iagara cu·e thus described in the Ameri
can account:-" From the south block-house of 

the American fort, the shot was principally di
rected against the village of ~ewark, and several 
houses were set on fire, one or two of which were 
entirely consumed."t 

* llist. of the United States, Vol. liT. p. 201. 
t Sketches of the W.tr, p. 77. 
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Considering the character of the distinguished 
chief who fell on the British side at the Queens
town battle,-of him who, undoubtedly, was 
"the best officer that f1eaded their troops through
out the war,"-it wiJI stuely be deemed a pardon .. 
able digression to give a brief sketch of the more 
prominent features of his life and character. 

Sir lsaac Brock was born at Guernsey, in Oc
tober 1769; consequently, ,yas but 43 when he 
1·eceived the fatal bullet. He had entered the· 
army at the age of 16, and been lieutenant
colonel of the 49th regiment since 1797. During 
the campaign in Holland in 1799, he distin
gutiihed himself at the head of his regiment, and 
was second in command of the land forces at 
_the battle of Copenhagen. He was gallant a»d 
undaunted, yet prudent and calculating; de
voted to his sovereign, and romantically fond 
of his country; but gentle and persuasiYe to 
those whose feelings were less ardent than his 
own. Ele-rated to the government of Upper 
Canada, he reclaimed the disaffected by mild
ness, and fixed the wavering by argument: all 
hearts were conciliated; and, in the trying 
moment of invasion, the whole province dis
played a zealous, and an enthusiastic loyalty. 

Over the minds of the Indians general Brock 
had acquired an ascendancy, which he judi
ciously exercised, for purposes conducive no less 
to the cause of humanity, than to the interests of 
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his country. He engaged them to throw aside 
the scalping knife; endeavoured to implant in 
thei t' breasts the virtues of clemency and for
bearance; and taught them to feel pleasure and 
pride, in the compassion extended to a van
(} uished enemy. Circumscribed in his means of 
repelling in\'asion, he studied to fix the attacb
Ulent of that rude and wa,,ering people; and. 
by reducing their military operations to the 
kuown rules of war and discipline, to improve 
the value of their alliance. 

His strong· attachment to the sen·ice, and par
ticularly to his regiment, formed a distinguish
ing feature in his character. There was a cor
respondence of regard between him and his offi
cers, aud. even the non-commissioned officers and 
·privates, with an addition uf reverence on the 
part of the latter, that produced the picture of 
a happy fam11y. Those mo,·ements of feeling 
whiclt tile exertions of di~cipline will sometimes 
occasion, rarely reached his men. He governed 
·them bJ' a sentiment of esteem n·hich he him
self had created; and the consolation was given 
him, to terminate a useful and brilliant course ia 
the midst of his professional family. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Bombardment between tlze batteries at Fort-E1·ie 
and Blad: Rocl.:-Captu.re of some Canadian 
11oyagturs-Gene1·al Van Rensselaer's secession 
f,·om the command-Appointment of genera l 
Smytlz-The latter's plan for invading Canada 
-Re-commencement of hostilities afte1· general 
Slteajf'e's armistice-Gene1·al Smyth's proclama
lion-Preparations for the invasion-General 
Porter's address to his countrymen-The landing 
of the advanCP. of the American army·-lls pro
ceedings detailed-Summons to Fort-E·rie-Al· 
tempt at invasion given up-State of the Ameri
-can army at Bl!ffaloe-Commodore Clzauncey's 
.arrival at Lake Ontario-Stale of the two hostile 
fleets-Attack upon the Royal GPorge-Midnight 
incursion into Gananoque from Ogdensbu ·g
State of the British works at Fort- Weltington
Unsuccess.ful attack upon Ogdensburp.-.Nlutual 
ttdvance of the American northern arm,lJ and the 
British troops at lliontreal-American reonnois
sance-Retreat of t!te American army, and ter
mination of the campaign. 

ABOllT the middle of October, the batteries 
at Fort-h·ie, under the direction of lieutenant
colonel l\1yers, opened upon the opposite fort of 
Black Rock. The latter returned only a few 
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shots; but not, as the Americans allege, on ac
count of there being no heavier cannon mounted 
than 6-pounders; for, not many months after
wards, we spiked, upon the same battery, two 
12, and two 9-pounders, and brought away one 
12, and three 6-pounders. Several shots, it is 
stated, struck the Black Rock battery, and two 
or · three passed through the upper loft of ·the 
west-barracks. The east-barracks were destroy
ed by a bomb, which blew up the magazine, 
and burnt a quantity of furs, the late cargo of 
the north~west company's brig Caledonia, ·whose 
capture, a.s a British man of war brig, we have 
already noticed. 

On the 21st of October, 44 Canadian vo~a
gem·s, under the command of captain l\1'Don
nel, were surprised, and, after losing fo.ur 
killed and four wounded, captured, by a body 
of Americans, under a major Young. The 
major's force is -not stated ; but, as the Ameri
cans proceeded to the attack in expectation of 
rn~eting ''from one to three hundred British," 
we may conjectm·e that their numbers fully 
equalled the latter amount. Forty prisoners, 
(one having escaped,) along with their baggage, 
and some immaterial despatches, fell into the 
hands of the Americans; who, ingeniously 
enough, converted a large pocket-handkerchief 
which they found among the spoils, into " a 
s tand of colours:" and J\lr. o·connor exultingly 
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tells us, that major Young had the honor of taking 
the first stanclard from the enemy in the present 
war;" following it up with,-'' The movements 
of the enemy, during these times, were not to 
them equally honorable ot· important." 

Since the day succeeding· the ''brilliant'' affair 
at Queenstown, major-general Van Rensselaer 
had re~igned the command of the N iag;ara-fron
tier to brigadier-general Smyth. This officer, 
confident in the success of his plan of invasion, 
already felt upon his brow the gentle pressure 
-of those laurels, so vainly sought after by his 
two predecessors. The information which the 
general had gained respecting the distribution 
of the British forces, and the superior facility, 
as he conceir-ed, of disembarking troops abo,·e 
the falls, induced him to fix, for the invad
ing point, some part of the shore between 
Fort-Erie and Chippeway. As the first step in 
the business, general Smyth was bound to give 
30 hours' notice of his intention to break off the 
armistice, which bad been so good-naturedly con
cluded by m::1jor-general Sheaffe with general 
Van Rensselaer. This the American general did, 
at three o'clock on the afternoon of the 19th of 
November; not, however, as he ought to have 
done, at general Sheaffe's head-quarters at Fort
George, but, with all the craftiness of his nation , 
to the commanding-officer at Fort-Erie, the ex
treme right of the British line; in full hopes, nn 
doubt, that he should be able to make the attack , 
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before succours could arrive from Fort-George,

djstant 36 miles. 

Early on the morning of the 21st, by way per

haps of announcing the renewal of hostilities, 

the batteries at Fort-George, and those at Fort

Niagara, commenced a mutual bombardment, 
the latter with hot shot, and continued it 
throughout the day. The town of l\ewark \Vas 
slig·htly injured; and several buildings in and 

near to Fort-Niagara were set on fire. l\lr. Thom
son celebrates, on this occasion, " the courage

ous foa·titude" of the wife of one Doyle, a printte 
in the United States) artillery, who had been 

taken at Queenstown. After stating that she 
assisted in supplying one of the g·uns at Fort .. 
Niagara, he, in the true hyperbolic style, de
clar~s she "was surpassed, neithPr by Joan, maid 
of Orleans, nor the heroine of Sarago~sa."* " Te 
suspect that'' the refusal of the British to parole 

ber husband" arose from his being an Irishman; 
and that, had the lady herself not been his 
countrywomau: her birth-place would ha,·e been 

\'auntingly Sflt forth in the historJ-. The British 
lost, by the cannonade, one ntaH killed, and one 

wounded; the American , four men killed, (two 

bv the bursting of a gun,) and four wounded. 

General ... myth, in order that he mig-ht visit 

the Canadian ~bore, with a force competent 

to retain the post · lw ~houirl capture, was 

desirous to encr a~c his numbers, by such 

* Sketches of the War, p. SO, 
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volunteers, as ·would be lvilling to perform one 
month's service; to submit to the rigid discipline 
of a camp; and to encounter the British on their 
own soil. This zealous officer had already mad(.} 
known his wishes, by a pompous proclamation, 
dated on the lOth of November."* It fully 
answered his purpose; and, by the 27th of that 
month, the force collected at his station amounted 

to 4500 men.t 
The whole of this army, properly drilled,equip

ped, and organized, was to embark, on the morn-. 
ing of the 28th, from the navy-yard at Black Rock. 
No possible preparation had been omitted. At 
the navy-yard there were lying, for the purpose ot 
transporting the troops across the river, 70 public 
boats, calculated to carry 40 men each ; 5 large 
private boats, to carry 100 men each ; and 10 

scows, for the artillery, to carry 2 5 n1en each ·; 
which, together with a number of small boats, 
were to convey the whole across, to effect the 
third invasion, and, it was more than hoped, the 
cGmplete subjugation of Upper Canada.t 

So easy was the task considered, that general 
Porter, of the l\'ew York militia , published an 
address to the people of Ontario anrl Gennessee; 
in which he assured them, that the American 

anny would, in a few days, occupy all the 
British fortresses on the Ni:1gara; restore peace to 
the whole of that section of the country; and 
redeem the tarnished reputation of the nation. 

*A 11pendix, No. 14. t Sketches of the War, p. 81. 
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· Between one and two o'clock on the morn
ing of the 28th of November, the advance oi 
general Smyth's army, composed of detachments 
of picked men from the 12th, 13th, 14th, and 
15th, United States' regiments of infantry, un
der the command of colonel Winder of the 14th, 
accompanied by a party of naval officers and 
seamen lately arrived from one of the Atlantic 
ports, embarked at Buffaloe in ten boats, to 
carry the British batteries on the opposite shore, 
and, by that means, facilitate the passage of the 
main hod y of the arnty. 

At Fort-Erie the British force consisted of a 
detachment of 80 men of the 49th, under major 
Ormsby, and about 50 of the Newfoundland 
regiment, under captain Whelan. The ferry, 
opposite Black Rock, was occupied by two com
panies of militia, under captain Bostwick. At 
a house on the Chippeway-road, called the Red 
House, distant about two miles and a half from 
Fort-Erie, was stationed lieutenant Lamont, of 
the 49th, having under his orders two serjeants 
and 35 rank and file; also, lieutenant King, of 
the royal artillery, with two field-pieces, a three 
and 6-pounder, worked by a few militia-artil
lerymen. In the vicinity of the Red House were 
two batteries, one n1ounting a 2-J, the other an 
IS-pounder; and which were also under the 
charge of lieutenant Lamont. At the distance 
of about a 1nile further along the road, lieutenant 
Bartley, of the 49th, ""'ith two serjeants and 36 
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rank and file, occupied a post; and so did lieu
tenant 1\'l'lntyre, with the 41st light infantry, 
:ilhout 70 strong, upon the road-side, not far from 
Frenchman's creek; which is distant about four 
miles and a half from Fort-Erie. The head

quarters of lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp, the 
commanding officer on that line, were at Chip
pew-ay. He had under his immediate command, 

a battalion-company of the 41st regiment, a com
pany of militia, and a small detachment of mi

litia-artillery, with a light o-pounder; also, at no 

great distance, a detachment of militia undQr 

major Hatt. 
The ten American boats had scarcely pro

ceeded half the way across the river, when a 
smart fire from captain Bostwick's men com

pelled them to drop down opposite to the Rerl 
House. Here they met with a similar reception 

from lieutenant Lamont's party. Owing, how

ever, to the extreme darkness, it was deemed 

useless to fire more than one or two rounds from 

the guns; but, as alarm-guns, they produced 
an unexpected effect, that of scaring away fhe 

of the boats, including the boat in which was · 

colonel \Vinder. * 
The division that effected a landing consisted 

of about 190 regular troops, under the command 

of lieutenant-colonel Boerst]er, of the 14th, and 

c:;aptain King of the 15th, United States' regi

ment; and of about 60 seamen, under the orders 

• Sketches of the War, p. 83. 



112 M,ILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

of lieutenant-commandant Angus ; assi:.,ted by 
sailing-master Watts, lieutenant Dudley, and 
nine other naval officers.• Captain King, taking 
with him 60 regulars, al~o 40 seamen, armed with 
boarding-pikes and cutlasses, and headt'd by 
lieutenant Angus, proceeded to the H.t>d House, 
about 50 yards from the beach, and'' hither lieu
tenant Lamont and his little detachment had just 
retired. The Americans charged, and receired a 
volley from the British, succeeded by a charge, 
which drove the Americans towards their boats. 
Here they rallied, and re-advanced to the 
charO'e · but were recei \'ed and repulsed as 

0 ' 

before. A third attempt to subdue this little 
band was equally unsuccessful; and the Ameri
cans retired to their boats, apparently to a\.vait 
a fresh reinforcement. Ashamed, however, to 
be thus beaten Ly a handful of men ; captain 
King, at the head of his regulars, again ad
vanced, by a circuitous route, upon the left of 
lieutenant Lamont's position. In momentary 
expectation of reinforcements froG1 C'hippe
way, lieutenant Lamont, in the dark, mis
took Captain King·'s party fo1· Canadian mi
litia; until a most destructi,·e volley, which 
killed seYen, and wounded eight of his men, 
as well as lieutenant I~in g, or' the ar i: illery7 

dangcrou::.ly, and hi1 1self i n 1he places, con
,·inced him, too !at e, of his error. B iug· now 
,,~· ithout a commander, Lhe few gallant fcllon·s 

• Sketches of the 'Var, p. 8~. 
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who had not been wounded; exeept three who 
were taken prisoners, dispersed, and effected 
theit· escape. On getting possession of tlte Red 
House, the Americans set fire to it; and spiked 
the two field-pieces. They then proceeded to 
the batteries, at1d dismounted the 24 and IS

pounder, the former of which had been previous
ly spiked by one of the British officers. Having 
performed this " brilliant service,"* the Ameri
cans carried to their boats the three unwounded, 
along with several of the wound~d prisoners, 
including lieutenant King of the artillery; :whose 
death, a week or tvro afterwards, was no doubt 
occasioned by thi s inhuman act. Lieutenant 
Lamont was dragged a short distance; but, fort~-~ 

natel_v for him, the enemy considered that a dead 
prisoner would be a poor trophy, an~l th~ refore 

left him on the ground; where, already lay, :l2of 
their own killed, and the same numbet~ _ of tlu~ir 

wounded. The sailors had, in· t he m~fln. time,
been amusing thems~]ves . .wit.h pillaging,.;. .31J.d 
setting fire to the few private dwellings ~catt~red 
alon g the beach. 

It is now time to attend to the exploits of the 
remaining su b-di ribion of the American _t~rc~, 
and which had landed a .mile or two bdo~v: the 
Red House. This party consisted of about . 130 

regulars, under lieutenant-colonel Brerstler, and· 
20 seamen, led by sailing-master \ratts. These 

* History of the United States, Vol. Il [. p. 205. 

YO L I . ~ 
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were attacked, at the moment of landing, by tu~ 

subaltern's detachment of the 49th under lieu

tenant Bartley; and kept greatly in check, till a 

very severe loss in killed, wounded, or missing, 

and the near approach of another part of the 

enemy's force, which, owing to the darkness, had 

been mistaken for militia, compelled lieutenant 

Bartley to retreat. Soon afterwards, the A rued

cans again encountered captain Bostwick with 

his detachment ot militia; and, after a few rounds, 

in which the latter ]ost three killed, 15 wounded, 

and six priso&ers, compeJled him also to retreat. 

The whole of this warfare '''as conducted 

amidst darkness ; and the fears of the American 

commanding-officer induced him to adopt a 

stratagem, that caused additional perplexity to 

the trebly inferior force opposed to him. " Lieu

tenant-colonel Brerstler," says the American edi

tor, " exerting. a Stentorian voice, roared in 

various directions, as though he commanded 

thousands, and created such a panic in the 

enemy, that they fled before him wherever he 

DlOVed.'''Jit 

It was still dark when major Ormshy, with hi 

80 men, arrived at the mill on Frenchman's 

creek. A few shots were there exchanged ; and 

the major, after proceeding a short distance fur

ther, very properly halted; intending to remain 

till day-1ight, which was then fast approaching, 

·Jt llist. of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 204. 
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~hould discover to him the number and move .. 
ments of the enemy. lVhile here he was joined 
by the 41st light infantry, which had also been 
partially ettgag·ed; and, at day-light, lieutenant. .. 
colonel Bisshopp arri,·ed on the ground with the 
expected reinforcement. His whole fol'ce, when 
1h-st drawn up, did not exceed 250 regulats and 
300 militia, aided by a light 6-pounder; but, 
by 11 o'clock in the forenoon, the number of 
regular troops became nearly doubled. 

The expected day-light had not only stilled 
colonel Brerstler's" Stentorian voice,'' but driven 
him and his party to the safe side of the 1·iver; 
in such haste too, that captain King and about 
30 of his men were left " in possession of the 
conquered ground,''* and became, in conse
quence, pri3oners to the British. Just as day 
dawned, colonel 'Vinder, with l1is five boats, 
containing 250 men,* was again on the river; 
but two or three well-directed shots from the 
6-pounder·, and a few rounds of musketry, made 
this division, as it approached the Canada-side, 
again whe~l about, and retire, for the last time, 
under the _ shelter of Squaw Island, to the 
American shore. 

The circumstances attending this predato~y 
excursion having been as much exaggerated as 
the affair at Queenstown, it may be worth our 
while to bestow a glance at some of the more 

'-' Sketches of the w·ar, p. 84. 

I 2 
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pmminent mistatements. l\1r. o·connor has, 
strange enough, not thought this '' brilliant ser
Yice" dese.-ving a place in his book; but Mr. 
Thomson has devoted four or five pages to it, 
and doctor Smith, in his usual way, has bor
f()Wed his account from the )atter; first taking 
care, by transposing the w01·ds, and embellish
ing the style, not to be guilty of plagiarism. 

Both of our zealous historians describe lieu
tenant Lamont's force as " 2.50 men;" and aver 
that captain King made from this party alone 
"about 50_prisoners." The d'1smounting of the 
~wo heavy guns, spiking of the two field-pieces, 
and the burning and de~troying of private pro
l)erty for a few miles along the beach, are repre
sented thus:-" Every battery, between Ch~p
peway and Fort-Erie, "\Vas. now carried; the can
non spiked or destroyed, and 16 miles of tue 
Canadian fmntier laid waste and deserted." Doc
tor Smith, having been informed that the guns 
were not " destroyed,'' and justly considering 
tha.t " laid waste" ~night imply what, atong an 
extent of a few m-iles, actually happPned, to the 
disgrace of the invading force, ~tates thus:
,,Every battery, between Chipveway and Fort
Erie, was carried, the cannon spiked, and a fron
tier of 16 miles entirely cleared.'' Captain 
King's stay on the Canadian shore, or, as .Mr. 
Tlaomson happily expresses it, his '• remaining· 
in possession of the conquered ground, until tlJe 
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main bodJ of tl1e army should cross over the 
strait, and march to the assault of the British 
forts," was because he and his '' 12,'' not 30, 
men " were anxious to complete the destruc
tion of every breast-work and barrack of the 
enemy."• The flight of colonel Brerstler and 
the remainder of the American reg·ulars and sai
lors is denominated, returning " from their suc
cessfu 1 enterprise,''*" '' as soon as the ends of this 
daring and well executed ad venture had been 
completely accomplished.''t 

The loss of the British, on this occasion, was 
in proportion to the strenuous exertions they 
had made to repulse an enemy, \vhose numbers 
were so superior. By the returns there were 17 
killed, 47 wounded, and 35 missing.t And 
yet, according to the American accounts, be
sides the " 50 prisoners'' taken at the Red 
House, colonel Brerstler made '' several'' in his 
excursiOn. The loss of the Americans, except 
as to officers, no where appears. Mr. Thornson 
names, among the killed, sailing-master Watts, 
and, among the wounded, a midshipman, and 
three captains and a lieutenant of infantry; 
adding, that seren out of 12 of the navy-officers 
were wounded. 

In expectation, no doubt, that 1
' this gallant 

and successful enterprizfl,'' seconded by four or 

* Sketches of theW ar, p. 84. 
t l-Jist. of the V nited States, Vol. II I. p. 204 ~ A pp. No. 1 3. 
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five hours' bombardment by the batteries at 
Black Rock, had inspired the British with dread 
of the American arms, general Smyth, about 
one o'clock in the day, sent across a flag of truce, 
to demand the surrender of Fort-Erie to the 
American army. To this ridiculous demand,• 
colonel Bisshopp sent a very proper reply, 
which may be summed up in these words: 
-'' Come and take it.'' Captain Fitzgerald 
carried the return-message; and general Smyth, 
displaying before him his numerous force, tried 
every means in his power to frighten the British 
commander into a bloodless surrender of his post. 

The morning's success was to baYe been fol. 
!owed up by the embarkation of the whole 4000 

tnen. One half of this force, it appears, had 
actually embarked; " and," ~ays l\'1 r. 'l"homson, 
H about 500 British troops bad been drawn up 
in line, about half a mile from the riH~r, sound ... 
ing their trumpets and bugles, and indicatinJ 
their re~diness to receive the A mericans."t Tbe 
American troops, however, after being aUowed 
to enjoy this scene till late in the afternoon, 
were ordered tv diseml:>ark, with " an assur
ance, that the expedition was only postponed 
until the boats should be put in a state of better 
preparation."t 

On Sunday the 29th1 the troops received orders 
to prepare for embarkation on tlte following 

* App. No. 15, t Sketches of the 'Var, p. 85. 
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morning, at nine o'clock. After a squabble 
among the gen.eral officers about the proper time 
for embarking, and the proper point for disem
barking·, the troops, the expedition was ordered 
to be ready by three o'clock on Tuesday morn
ing. The men were readJ·, and partly in the 
boats; when genera] Porter received orders from 
geneldl Smyth, to disembark immediately. 
u He was at the same time informed," says the 
American account, "that the invasion of Canada 
was abandoned, for the season ; that the regu
lars were ordered into winter quarters; and that, 
as the services of the volunteers could now be 
dispensed with, they might stack their arms, and 
return to their homes. The scene of discontent 
which followed was without a parallel; 4000 
men, without order or restraint, indignantly 
discharged their musket~ in every direction ; 
and the person of the commanding-officer was 
threatened.'' Two or three pages more of l\lr. 
Thomson's book are filled with complaints 
against general Smyth, for his behaviour on this 
occasion. 'Fo all of which he answers, that he 
" had called together a council of his officers, 
and they decided against the contemplated ope
rations,. upon the ground of the insufficiency of 
force ; and that, circumstanced as he was, he 
thoug·ht it his duty to follow the cautious coun
sels of experience, and not, by precipitation, to 
add to t he list of defeats. ') 
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Comparing the bombastic language of general 
Smyth's proclamation, wherein he had invited bi.s 
countrymen to partake with him in the plunder 
of the Canadas, with the desponding tone he 
assumed when he ordered his troops, just at the 
crisis of their hopes, to retire to their huts for .the 

winter, we carinot be surprised at their con
temptuous indignation, so fully expt·essed in· 
the' nick-name they gave him of, ' general Van 

· Bladder;' nor at the grief and perplexity of the 
Washington patriots, · whose ardor for invasion: a 
third discomfiture contributed nothing to allay. 

We know not which to applaud most, the· 
gaJiantry ·displayed by . the few regulars and 
militia that defeated the enemy's plan of inva
sion, on the morning of the 28th of 1 · o,·e1nber; 
or the firmness of the field-officers of the line 
and of. the militia, who, sitting in coupcil, as 
they had been ordered, on the lst of December, 
unanimously declared, that they did not consi .. 
der a retreat to be at all uecessary, nor a mea
sure to be looked forward to; and that a small 
reinforcement would enable them to gain a most 
decisive ad,,antage o,·e•· any force which the 

bragging 1\h. Smyth might hare it in his powet~ 
to send ·ag·ainst them. 

~ 

· ;pisappointe·d in 1 he expectation of gaiRing 
the -commanrl of the lakes by th~ invasiqn of 
Upper Canada, the .American goYernlent adopted
immediate measures to provide on those in .. 
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land seas, a na"'al force superior to that of the 

British. As the first step, commodore Isaae 

Chauncey, one oft he oldest ea ptains in the A me

rican ser,·ice, was appointed to the command. 

This officer arri,·ed at Sackett's Harbor, in Oc

tober, 1812; invested with full powers to bur, 

build, and equip, till his force should attain t1t e 

req ui ite uperiority. · Some schooners were pur

e ha ed; and a ship of 590 tons laid on the stock·. 

Previous to the end of the month, two detach

inents of seamen, one of 400, from the tlnited 

States' frigate John Adams, (then about to be 

redt:1ced to a corvette,) the other of 100, selected 

from the different ships on the seaboard, along 

" -ith a number of active officers, arrived at 

Sackett's Harbor. 

'At this time, the British fleet consisted of the 

Royal George, a ship of 340 tons, and of three 

smalier vessels, that averaged about 150 tons: 

mounting,- altogether, 50 guns; chiefly carron

ades and long sixes. These vessels were wholly 

manned by Canadians; and even commodore 

Earle, their -commander, was not an officer of 

the royal navy. He had proved his incompe

tency, by not capturing the Oneida brig, lieute

nant W oolsey, at the commencement of the war. 

· 'Vith so ample means in his power, commo

dot·e Chauncey had, by the 6th of ~o' ember, 

equipped a fleet, composed of the brig Oneida, 

f-lDd six fine schooners, of the united burthen of 
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830 tons. The total number of guns in his 

fleet did not exceed 48; but several of these 

were long 3'2 and 24-pounders, and the greater 

part mounted upon traversing carriages, by 

which their effect was doubled. -tt When we 

consider that these seven vessels were manned 

with upwards of 500 experienced seamen, it 
will not be too much to say, that commodore 

Chauncey could appear on the lake with a force 

doubly superior to that of his adversary. 

Accordingly, having ascertained that the 

Royal George and two of the schooners were 

hourly expected back from Fort-George, whi

the•~ they had been carrying a small detachment 

of troops, the commodore sailed out upon the 

· lake; and, on the afternoon of the 8th, to his 

g-r~at joy, fell in with the Royal George alone. 

Chase was given, but she was lost sight of in the 

night. On the next morning, however, she was 

discovered in Kingston channel, and again 

chased by the whole A1nerican squadron. " By 
the alte1·nate prevalence of squalls and calms," 

says an American naval editor, ''the squadron 

was led in close pursuit into the harbor of the 

enemy at Kingston." A mutual cannonading 

took place, and the Royal George was compelled 

to run further up the bay. The American edi

tors all concur in celebrating the event, as a 

pre~age of the commodore's future fame. One 
* See James's Naval Occurrences, p. 298. 
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of the American office1·s concludes a flaming· 

account of the " bombardment of the town') 

t bus: ''Our sailors had no grog; they want no 

stimulus of that kind: they seem to have no fear 

of death.·') The reader's surprise wil1 cease, 

when he learns that, during· the whole of this hYo 

hours' appalling· " cross-fire of five batteries of 

flying artillery, in all about 40 guns,''* so well· 

1nanaged was the distance, that no one was hurt 

on shore, and only one man killed, and three 

wounded, on board the American squadron. It 
was not the ''heavy showers of round and 

grape," but of snow, that compelled the com

nwdore to haul off, and return to Sackett's Har

bor. According to sir George Prevost's letter, the 

American squadron had sailed out "fot· the pur

pose of carrying the port of Kingston. by sur
prise;" but no such intention was evinced on 

the part of the A1nerican commander. lt is not 

improbable, however, that the latter's exagge

r~ted account of his 1·eception, tended, in no 

small degree, to the security of Kingston during 

the remainder of the war. 
Our vicinity to the St. Lawrence reminds us, 

that we have to correct the mistatements of the 

Americans, respecting two otherwise unimpor

tant operations in this quarter. In the autumn of 

1812, about 600 American troops, unde1· general 

Brown, of the New York militia, were garrisoned 

* Sletches of the War, p. 93. 
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.at Ogdensburg, a viJJage of about 70 houses and 
~ome very strong works, situate fJn the river-side, 
and dis.tant about 60 miles from Sackett's Har
bor. * The first of these operations was a " dat·-

.ing exploit" performed by the Americans, on the 
morning of the 21st of September. To under
stand the thing properly, the American account 
must pt·ecede ours. ''Captain Iorsythe," says 
Mr. Tbomson, ''of the rifle-regiment, being at 
the garrison of Ogdensburg, projected an expe
dition against a small village in the town of 
Leeds, in Canada, called Gananoque. In this 
village was the king·s store-house, containing 
immense quantities of arms and ammunition ; 
and captain Forsythe was resohed on its des
truction. In the night of the 20th instant, 
therefore, a number of boats being provided, he 
embarked with 70 of his O\nl men, and 34 
militia-men. Before day-light of the 21st, they 
reached the Canadian shore, and landed, unob. 
sened, at a little distance from the village. 
The enemy soon after discovered them ; and 
they were fired on by a party of 125 regulari 
and militia. Forsythe drew up his men, and 
retqrned theit· fire with such effect, that the 
British retreated in disorder; ar:.d were pursued 
to the ,-ilJage, where they rallied and resolved 
on making a stand, and disputing the passage 
of a bridge. An action took place he1·e, which 

* See Pla-te ll. 
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resulted in the same manner as the former. 1 he 
enemy again fled, making his escape over the 
bridge, ·and ]ea ring 10 of hi · number killt>d, 
&ight regulars and se,·eral militia-men prisoners, 
and the Yillage and 5.torehouse in possession of 
the American party. Captain Forsythe lost one 
in killed, and one wounded. After releasing the 
militia-prisoners on their parole, and taking out 
a quantity of arms, fixed ammunition, powder, 
flints, and other articles of public property, and 
setting fire to the store-house, he returned to 
Cape Vincent with these, and the eight regulars 
prisoners."* 

The" Yillage" of Gananoque consisted, at this 
time, of a public-house and a saw-mill, also a small 
hut, inhabited by colone! ..;tone of the militia; 
in whose possession were t\Yo keg·s of fixed am
munition, and a chest containing about 30 mus
kets. The Americans landed, in the dead of 
the night, by the aid of a traitor; and entered 
the "village'' while the inhabitants were a ~Ieep. 
On arriving opposite to colonel Stone's house, 
some villain of the American p~rty fired into the 
window, and wounded l\lrs. Stone, most danger
ously, as she lay in her Lecl. V hen the comman
der of these midnight prowlers afterwards came 
into the house, the poor woman, sitting up in her 
bed, expostulated freely with him upon the das
tarcHy attack. wltich he and his followers had 

"*Sketches of the \Y ar, p. 67. 
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made; and she actuaHy possessed magnanimity 
enough to conceal from his knowledge, the 
dreadful wound she had received in the body. 
The noise of the firing had brought np be
tween 30 and 40 militia-men; but, as for " regu
Jari/' there wa~ not one within 20 miles of the 
spot. Of the militia-men not more than six or 
eight came with arms in their hands; and it was 
they, and not " 125 regulars and militia," that 
inflicted the small loss sustained by the Ameri
cans. Instead of'' 10," we had only one killed. 
The other incidents mentioned in Mr. Thomson's 
account are, we presume, embdlishments of his 
own ; not omitting the dignified appellation of 
'-'king's store-house" conferred upon 1\'Ir. Stone's 
hot, and of ''village" upon ihat hut, a public
house, and a saw-mill. 

Opposite to Ogdensburg, where the St. Law
rence i~ just 1800 yards across, is situate the 
British village of Prescott, m·, as since called, 
Fort-\Vellington; distant 68 miles from Kings
ton, and 130, in an opposite direction, from 
Montreal. In lE-09 or 10, sir James Craig, then 
governor of Lower Canada, sent parties of men 
upon several of the little islands in the St. Law
rence, to blow up or othenvise destroy a quantity 
of old French guns, that had been lying there, 
probably since the days of \\r olfe. 1\o sooner did 
news of the late n·ar reach Prescott, than 13 of 
1 he se guns, honey-combed, and without trunnions , 
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were fished up from the bottom of the river. The 
loss of t•·unnions was attempted to be supplied 
by substitutes of wood, with iron hoops ; and 
carriages for the guns were constructed by the 
Canadian carpenters.-These fine pieces of artil
lery were then mounted upon an open sea-bat
tery, formed chiefly of mud; but yet denomi
nated by Mr. Thomson, ''a strong line of breast
works." "\Vith an old farmer for an engineer, 
the people of Prescott, on the 2d of October, 
oper ed a fire upon Ogdensburg; and, by the 
bursting of one of the guns, inflicted upon 
themselves the only loss that was sustained. A 
few months- afterwards, an officer of the engi
neers, who had been sent from head-quarters 
to inspect the guns at this '' strong breast
work," condemned the whole of them. 

On the second day from that on which the 
"heavy cannonading" took place, colonel Leth
bridge, who commanded at Fort- 'Vellington, de
termined to assault the fort of Ogdensburg. He 
took with him eight artillerymen, two companies 
of the Canadian fencibles, about 40 of the New
foundland regiment, under captain Skinner, and 
150 Highland militia, who, after travelling the 
whole night, had just arrived in carts, from 
Cornwall, distant 48 miles. There were several 
other militia-men at the post; but the Highlan
ders, fatigued as they necessarily must have been, 
were all that w~ul~ consent to accompany the 
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regulars across to the attack. Colonel Let.lt
bridge, with his few men, advanced towards 
Ogdensburg; and captain Skinner, hadng his 
smaiJ detachment on board two gun-boats, at
tacked and silenced the American battery upon 

the point below the town. The small force that 

had embarked could make little or no impres
sion upon so strong a position: the boats there
fqre returned, with a trifling loss. It was 
afterwards ascertained, that general Brown was 
preparing to abandon the fort; a clear proof 
that, had all the men embarked, the enterprise 
would have been successful. .\1 r. Thomson, 
after exaggerating the British force to the usual 
~xtent, confers ridicule upon the "'·hole affair, 
by saying:-·' There l1as been no engagement, 
perhaps, in which more gallantry was e~hibited 
on both sides.''*-Mr. o·connor equally contri
butes to raise a smile. H By this action," says 

he, . '' the British are taught, that 400 Yankees 
will not decline a combat, when attacked by 
1000 of their troops." t 

The hopts of the war-party now rested upon 

the northern army, or '' army of Canada/' stu
tioned at Plattsb u rg, in the state of: l\ ew York. 
This army, which, according to t\lr. ThQmsoq·;:, 

computation, consisted of 5737 men, 01:,. ;accQ-rd
i.ng to other American accounts, of that. number 
of regulars only, be~i<les 2 Ol' 3000 militia, _was 

~ Sketches of the 'Var, p. ()8. + History of the 'Var, p. 61. 
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under the command of major-general Dearborn; 

nho is stated to haYe received positi,·e orders to 

winter in Montreal. As if determined to make 

the attempt~ the whole army, divided into two 

brigades, under major-generals Bloomfield and 

Chandler, marched, on the 15th of NoYember, 

to the American Yillage of Champlain, situate 

about six miles from the boundary-line between 

Lower Canada and the l 1nited States. 

The instant this \vas known at Montreal, 

the brigade of British regulars and militia sta

tioned there, consisting of about 600 of the 

latter, and the 8th and Glengary regiments, in 

all about 1900 men, crossed the St. Lawrence, 

and marcbed for La Prairie, djstant about nine 

miles. Here the men arrived at midnight, and 

were istributed into quarters. 

The two armies, one of invasion, the other of 

defence, being now within a few miles of each 

other, about 300 of the 15th United States' regi

ment, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 

Pike, accompanied by a detachment of cavalry 

and some militia, were, at two o'clock on the 

morning of the 19th , despatched across the lines, 

upon a reconnoi~sance. Being unexpectedly fired 

upon ''Y a party of 40 Indians and voyageurs, or 

north-west company's armed men, stationed as 

an advanced picket near the river La Cole, the 

American regulars were thrown into confusion, 

and fired upon each other; by which they 

YOL. I. 

J 
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wounded five of their own men. In the mean 
time, the British advanced party made good their 
retreat, unmolested, and without a man having 
been hurt. A wounded prisoner, brought in by 
the Indians, as well as some deserters, estimated 
the American loss at between 30 and 40. 1\Ir. 
Thomson, without stating his own, describes our 
force, as " a large body of British and Indians;" 
and then boasts, that the Americans " burned a 
block-hou~e, and put the garrison to flight." Not 
a word is there about the men, in their confu
sion, wounding each other, or about any loss 
whate¥er sustained by the American party . 
. ' Aft~r performing this gallant achien!ment, 

the American army hurried back, in full retreat, 
to Plattsburg and Burlington. Here tbe re
gulars prepared to winter; but the cavalry and 
flying artillery proceeded to the southward, in 
search of more comfortable quarters. General 
Dearborn's promised visit to l\-Iontreal being 
now put off sine die, the British troops re-crossed 
the St. Lawrence; the militia, who formed the 
chief pat·t of the force, retired to their homes; 
the few regulars into winter-quat·ters; and thus 
ended the campaign of 1812. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Opening of tlte campaign of 1813-Ame·rican plan 
of operations developed- B1·itish ugulcas in 
U ;er _Canada- P1·edatory excursions of tlte 
Ame·ricans on the St. Lawrence- Retaliatmy 
attack ou Ogdensbwrg, and captU1·e of elevenpiece!l 
of ordnance- Unparalleled heroism of captain, 
J enkins-Alteration of an rdficial letter-Cap· 
ture of Y m·k in Upper Canada-Destruction of 
the public buildings-Remarks on the defence· 
less state of that post-Attack upon, and captute 
of Fort-GeoTge-Retreat of maJm·-general Vin· 
cent-Captu·re of Fort-E1·ie-Arrival at Kings· 
ton of sir Janu s L. Yeo-Sir George Prevost's 
attack upon Sackett's I-Iarbor-1-Iis abandon· 
m ent of possession-Remarks on the important 
consequences that would have ensued from an 
opposit€ proceeding-American strictures on szr 
George's despatches. 

V I GO ROUS preparations had been making by 
the American government, to open, with some 
eclat, the cam pain of 1813. Reinforcements of 
troops from most of the recruiting districts, 
tog~ther with the necessary supplies of provi
sions and military equipments, had been for-

K 2 
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warded with the utmost celerity ; and every 
thing promised a successful issue to the contem
plated operations against the British North .. 
American province!. According to an impor
tant state-paper, dated on the lOth of February, 
1813, and signed by the American secretary at 
war, the American. government was now wil
ling, or, in other words, compelled, to suspend, 
for a while, '' the main attack j" that is, as we 
presume, the attack which was to result in 

finally expelling us from " the continent" of 
America.• 

This friendly moderation is thus made known: 
- -" It then remains to choose," says 1\Ir. Arm
st rong, " between a course of entire inaction, 
because incompetent to the main attack, or one 

secondary, but still an important object. Such 
would be the reduction of that part of L'ppcr 

Canada, ly ing between the town of Prescott on 
the St. Lawrence and Lake Erie, including the 
towns of Kingston and York, and the forts 
George and E1·ie. On this line of frontier tile 
enemy have, at Prescott 300, at Kingston 600~ 

at Georg·e and Erie 1200, making a total of regu
lar troops of 2100. Kingston and Prescott, 
and the destruction of the British ships at the 
forme•·, would present the first object; York, 
and the frigates said to be building there, the 
second ; George and Erie the third. The force 

* Sec p. 77. 
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o be employed on tl1is sen·ice should not be less 
._han 6000, because, in this first enterprise of a 
second campaign, nothing must, if possible, be 
left to chance."• 

'Ye have here, from the fountain-head of 
authority, a cJear Yiew of the intended opera
t ions against the upper province; and shall 
see, as we proceed, to what extent these uduced 
expectations became realized. It is gratifying 
to receive from the mouth of our enemy, so 
accurate an account of the British regular 
force in this quarter; nor is it less so, to ob
serve the respect paid to that regular force, 
in the high odds that are required, to place 
the issue of a struggle beJond the reach of 
.. chance.n 

The river St. Lawrence is ~eldom oven for 
t he purposes of navigation before the middle 
of May. Its frozen state, in the months of 
January and February, had enabled captain 
For~;ythe, who still commanded a detachment of 
United States' riflemen at Ogdensburg, to send 
frequent parties across, not only to attack the 
few Canadian militia that occupied posts of 
communication along the British shore; but, as 
he had done in the preceding fall, to commit 
depredations upon the persons and properties 
of the unarmed inhabitants. A second of 
these nocturnal excm·sions t has been thought 

~ Wilkinson's Mem . Vol. Ill. bi! A pp. No. 2.6 . t Seep. 12~. 
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deserving a place among the brilliant achic·ve
ments of the American troops. 1\'1 r. Thomson 
tells us that, on the night of the 6th of Febru
ary, captain f ors." the, with " 200 men, besides 
colonel Benedict and several private gentle
Inen,"* crossed over upon the ice to Elizabeth
town, or, as now call ed, Brockville, distant about 
10 miles from Fort-\Vellington. After wounding 
n militia-~entry' the gentlemen broke into the few 
houses in the ,-illage, not omitting the gaol, 
and carried off the male-inhabitant~, to the num. 

her of 52. Some of these, like many blacksmiths 
and tavern-keepers in the rnited States, held 
commissions in the militia. ~othingcould hap
pen better. The American pubJic was, a day 
or two afterwards, officially told of the c;lpture, 
in a very gallant mannea·, of a Brith.h guard, 
consisting of 52 men, including two majors, three 
captains, and two lieutenants.-" Of the militia," 
was left out; also, that the " 120 muskets and 
20 rifles"• were not taken, as the intended in
ference is, upon the men's ~boulders, but (except 
about half a dozen) packed up in cases. These 
arms were, indeed, the only " public pt·operty" 
at the place; although, under that denomination, 
the poor people's hm·ses, pigs, and poultry, were 
can·ied off by the Amer·ican regulars and pri· 
\'ate gcntlemeu. 

On the 19th of the same month, lieutenant .. 

* Sketches of the 'V ar, p. 118. 
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colonel Pearson, who commanded at Fort-"'el
lington, despatched major Macdonnell, of the 
Glengarry fencibles, a corps raised wholly in the 
Canadas, with a flag of truce, across to Ogdens
burg, to remonstrate with 1 he American com
manding officer, about sending over parties to 
commit such depredations as that we have just 
recorded. The American officers were very in
solent to major Macdonnell, notwithstanding his 
flag; and disgusted him with their taunts and 
boastings. One of captain Forsythe's lieuten
ants was recognized as a fellow who had been a 
menial servant on the Canadian side. The Ame
rican commanding officer expressed a wish to 
meet lieutenant-colonel Pearson and his men 
upon the ice; and, what was rather extraordi
nary, wanted major Macdonnell to pledge himself 
to that effect. The latter replied, that, in two 
days, the command at Fort-Wellington would 
devolve upon him; when he would have no 
objection to indulge captain Forsythe in the 
manner he wished. 

On the day mentioned major Macdonnell suc. 
ceeded to the command; and, on the same even
ing, sir George Prevost arrived at the post, on his 
way to Kingston. Major Macdonnell infoTmed 
his excellency of the recent proceedings of the 
American s<-'ldiery, and of many particulars re
specting the state of the garrison at Ogdensburg. 
He furtherapprized-SirGeor.ge, of the facility with 
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which the Americans from Ogdensburg might 
cut him off in his route to Kingston; unless, by 
lvay of escort, a small party of the Newfoundland 
t·egimcnt should be sent a-head, in carriages, as 
well as a few Indian warriors to occupy the woods 
that skirted the road. This was immediately 
done; and then the major strongly urged ~ir 

_George to allow him, in case the American troops 
should quit Ogdensburg for the purpose of seiz
ing his perso'n, to walk into the enemy's empty 
barracks. Sir George, hon·ever, would not lis-ten 
to his making an attack; assigning as a reason, 
that he did not wish, by any offensive acts of 
the sort, to keep alive a spirit of hostilitjr. At 
last, when getting into his sleigh, a little before 
day.-light on the morning of the 22d, sir George 
most reluctantly consented, that major Macdon
nell might,i n order to discover if the garrison 
had ab~ndoned Ogdensburg, make a demonstra

tion before it, upon the ice; but, on no account, 
was a real attack to be made. 

No sooner had sir George departed, than 
major M!icdonnell cmumenced his arrangements 
for giving the promised meeting upon the 
ice, to his fritmd captain Forsythe. The ~i
litia nominaliy at the post amounted to ~ about 

700; hu~ a mu~ter would pr.o~uce scarcely 
half of the number. These · peop~. ought, in 
fact, to be called armed peasantry,· and, as such, 
"'e~e n~uc\\ 1~1ore li~eJ_y tQ be found earmng 

file:///vere
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t heir bread at theia· homes, than idling away their 
1imeat the place of rendezvous. By seven o'clock, 
major l\Iacdonnell had collected about 300 of 
his militia-forces. Leaving a pa1·t of these to man 
the honey-combed guns, in case of a retreat being 
necessary, the major commenc~d his march on 

the ice, at half-past seven in the morning, with 
about 230 militia, and 250 regulars; including 

11 artillerymen, along with three field-piece~ 

one 6 and two 3-pounders. The distance across 
the 1·iver, in the direction of the point of attack, 
was about a mile and a half. Owing to the cau
tion requisite in marching over ice with 480 men, 
and at a place, too, which had never before been 
crossed in the same manner, the troops and nti
litia were divided into two columns, and formed 

in extended ordet·. The right column, com
manded by captain Jenkins, of the Glengarry's, 
and consisting of his own flank company, and 
~bout 70 1nilitia, was ordered to check the 
enemy's left, and intercept his retreat ; while 
the ]eft column, under the command of major 
:\Iacdonnell himself, and _consisting of the re

rpainder of: the regulars and militia, marched 
towards the town of Ogdensburg, where some 
heavy field-artillery was posted . 

The drift of snow, on the American side of the 
St. Lawrence, was much deeper than had been ex. 
pected, and retarded the troops considerably. All 
this while they were sqstaining, partic~larly the 
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men of the right coiumn, a heavy cross.fir~ of 
round, grape, and canister from the American 
batteries; but the troops marched resolutely on. 
The details of this very gallant exploit, performed 
by men who had never before been in action, are 
fully given in major ~lacdonnell's letter.* Dur
ing the warmestofthe fire upon the right column, 
captain Jenkins ordered his men to fix bayonets, 
and charge the Ame:.·ican troops that were firing 
down upon them from the bank. \Vhile wading 
through the deep snow, to get in contact with 
his enemy, the captain recei\'ed a grape-shot in 
the left arm, which shivered the bones, from the 
wrist nearly up to the shoulder. He, however, 
marched on at the head of his company, heed
less of the acute pain caused by the splintered 
bones rubbing, at e~ery step, against his sword
belt. Not many minutes afterwards, a case-shot 
1ore n1ost of the flesh from his right arm; and 
down it dropped by his side. Still did this 
he.roic young officer run on with his men, 
cheering them to the assault, till, almost mad
dened with pain, he staggered on one side; and, 
after making several turns, m·identJy unconscious 
of what he was doing, feU fmtn the loss of 
blood. 

The only American account of the capture of 
Ogdensbm·g which has been published, doe& 
not give numbers on their own side, but states, 

* App. No. 16. 
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that colonel Benedict's regiment of militia had 
joined captain Forsythe's detachment. Conse
quently, major Macdonnel's estimate of '' 500 

men under arms" cannot be overrated. Though 
unwilling, or perhaps unable, to state the amount 
of the American force! Mr. Thomson has not 
hesitated to fix that of the British, at two co
lumns of "600 men each."* He admits the 
American troops were compelled to abandon 
the town and .batteries, after losing 20 men in 
killed and wounded. Our loss, owing ·to the 
enemy's artillery, his secure position behind the 
houses of the town, and the delay caused by the 
depth of snow, an1ounted to eight killed and 
52 wounded. 

This action, in spite of captain Forsythe's 
declaration that he would whipt the B-ritish , 
with the greatest ease, did not continue be
yond an hour; and yet resulted in the capture 
of 11 pieces of ordnance, among them two 12-

pounders surrendered by general Burgoyne in 
October 1777; also a quantity of ordnance, 
marine, commissariat, and quarter-master-gene
l·al's stores; together with four officers; and 
70 privates. The British burnt two barracks ; 
and, on account of their immoveable state in 
the ice, two armed schooners, and two large 
gun-boats . . Mr. Thomson says, we " claimed 
the capture of immense stores, none ·of 

ii\- Sketches-of the War, p. 110. t A favorite American word. 
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which had ever been deposit~d there." Of 
course, then, he pretends to be ignorant about 
the prisoners, cannon, armed vessels, and bar
racks. StiJJ, the total silence of all the other 
American historians entitles Mr. Thomson to 
some credit, for the scanty account he has 
given of the capture of Ogdensburg. 

It will be gratifying to the reader to be in
formed, that captain Jenkins, notwithstanding 
his desperate wounds, survives ; although no 
higher in rank. His left arm was amputated 
close to the shoulder, and of his right arm he 
can now make some trifling use. He is a nati\'e 
of the province of 1\ew Brunl'lwick; where his 
father, an Amt'rican loyalist, and a brave old 
~oldier, was, by the last accounts, Jiving. 

Previou~ly to dismissing the affair at Ogdens
burg, it may be right to mention, that sir George 
Prevost's secretary, or some person who had the 
-transcribing of major l\1acdonneH's official 
letter, must have inserted, by mistake, the 
words: " In consequence of the commands of 
lJis excellency ."• Of this 1 here needs no 
stronger proof, than that mujor Macdonnell, 
while he was in the heat of the battle, re
ceived a private note from sir George, dated 
from " Flint's Inn,t at 9 o'clock," reve-atiog 
his orders not to make the attack: and even, 
in the fir&t private letter which sir George 

• A pp. No. 16. t Nine miles from Fort-Wellington. 
' 
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wrot(! to major 1.\-lacdonnell, after being in
formed of lJis success, he could not help 
qualifying his admiration of the exploit, with a 
remark, that the latter had rather e..xceeded his 
instructions.* 

About the middle of April, a powerful Ame .. 
rican force~ for the invasion of Upper Canada, 
had concentrated at Sackett's Harbor, where 
lay commodore Chauncey, with 1900 tons of 
shipping, besides se"eral small schooners and 
boats, ready to transport the troops across the 
lake; and, by 86 pieces of heavy cannon, to 
second their efforts at landing on the opposite 
shore. Our Lake Ontario vessels were lying un
manru:d in Kingston-harbor; and indeed, had 
their crews been on board, were scarcely strong 
enoug·h to cope with the Madison, commodore 
Chauncey's flag-ship. 

Having received information of the weak gar
risons at York and Fort-George, major-general 
Dearborn determined, with the co-operation of 
the fleet, to attempt carrying into effect a part 
of Mr. Secretary Arm strong's plan. Accord
ingly, a body of troops, with some field-artil
lery, having embarked on board commodore 
Chauncey's vessels, the whole set sail, on the 
25th of April, bound directly to York, the 
capital of Upper Canada. t It is not easy to get 
at the exact number of troops sent upon this 

* Both oC these letters the author has seen. t See p. 53. 
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expedition. General Dearborn, in his letter, 
does not enumerate them. Commodore Chaun
cey says, that he '' took on board the general and 
suite, and about 1700 men;"* and this number 
has sat~sfied the three American historians. But 
major-general Sheaffe says : " The accounts of 
the number of the enemy vary from 1890 to 
3000 :"t and an Albany paper a«tually states 
the number at " about 5000." At the U.West 
estimate, therefore, the American troops must 
have amounted to 2000; which, added to the 
united crews of the armed vessels, make an 
aggregate force of 2790 men. 

The guns upon the batteries at York, being 
without trunnions, were mounted upon wooden 
stocks, with iron hoops; and therefore became 
of very little use. Others of the guns be
longed to the ship that was building, and lay 
on the ground, pat·tly covered with snow and 
frozen mud. Tlle accidental circumstance of the 
Duke ofGloucestcr brig being in the port, under
going repairs, had enabled the garrison to mount, 
on temporary field-works, a few 6-pounders. 
The troops stationed there n·ere commanded by 
major-general Sl~eaffe ; and consisted of two 
companies of the 8th, or King's regiment, one 
company of the Glengan·y fencibles, about a 
company of the royal Newfoundland regiment, 
a small detachment of the r~yal artillery, and a 

• App. No. 20. t App. No. 17. 
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gang of naval artificers; all of whom, together 
with the militia stationed at the post, amounted 

to no more than 600 men. There were, also, 

between 40 and 50 Indians, led by major 

Gi\'ens. 
At seven o'clock on the m01·ning of the 27th 

of April, the American squadron, with the 

troops on board, arrived, and took a good posi

tion about two miles and a half to the west

ward of the town. At eight o'clock the de
barkation commenced; and the advance, con
sisting of major Forsythe and about 260 rifle
men, pushed for the shore. Here they were 
unexpectedly assailed by majm· Givens and his 
Indians; ·who, after skirmishing for a short time, 

retired, and were joined by 60 of the Glengarry 
fencibles. This sma1l force Mr. Thomson, 

taking general Dearbot·n for his authority, calls 

" the principal part of the British and Indians, 

under the immediate command of general 

Sheatfe."* In the mean time, general Pike had 
effected a landing, with, says the American 
official account, but not Mr. Thomson, 

" 7 or 800 men.''t The whole of the American 
troops, at this time on shore, amounted, by tlfeir 

I 

own accounts, to upwards of 1000. These 

were met by 210 men of the 8th and New

foundland regiments, and about 220 militia-men; 

who " made a formidable charge upon the 

*Sketches of the War, p. 122. t A pp. No. 1 o. 
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Amer~can column, and partially compelled it to 
retire. But," continues Mr. Thomson, " the 
officers instantly raBied the troops, who returned 
to the ground, andn (gallant soldiers !) " impe
tuously charged upon, and routed the grena
diers."• The fact is, the remaining 1000 A me
ricans had now landed, and were rapidly ad
vancing to support their faltering companions. 
Then, and not till then, did the British regular~ 
and militia retire, under cover of their insig
nificant batteries. The latter had, in the mean. 
while, been en~aging the whole of commodore 
Chauncey's schooners; which, from their lighl 
draught of water, had approached within gun
shot. 

_The commodore's letter states, that the de
barkation commenced at eight, and fini~bed at 
10 o'~lock; therefore, the whole 2000 American 
troops, with general Pike at their head, accom
panied by the artillery, were on shore at that 
hour. Yet this contest, with 650 British regu
lars, militia, and Indians, and in which tbe gre
nadier.company of the 8th suffered itself to be 
almost cut to pieces, did not terminate till 
2 o'clock in the afternoon : a sufficit>nt proof 
that the most determined brave•·y had been 
exertt>d, to defend the town of York against tlw 
combined attack of the American fleet and army. 

After the British had been repulsed, according 

• Sketch<;s of the ·war, p. 122. 
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to l\lr. O'Connor, "by a number far inferior to 
theirs,"• general Pike and his men, formed in 
platoons, marched towards the redoubts; at 
which tue few cannon had been previously 
spiked. On arriving near the second redoubt, 
general Pike halted, to await the return of a 
strong corps of obAervation, under lieutenant 
Riddle, which had been sen t forward to ascer
tain the strength of the garrison. \rhile the 
general was sitting upon an old tump, examin
ing, or, to use a homely but expressive vhrase, 
pumping, a wounded British serjeant who had 
bee11 taken in the woods, the stone powder
magazine, situate out~ ide the ban'ack-yard, ancl 
to wJ1ich a train had been laid, blew up, with a 
tremeJH ous explosion, and killed or wound~d 
260 of the invading troops, along with their 
general. 

The American historians, 
. . 
ImproVIng upon 

the statements in their own official letters, accuse 
general Sheaffe of treacherously ordering the 
train to be ]aid, and of artfully placing several 
cart-loads of stone to increase the effect. Mr. 
Thompson adds:-" Had not general Pike halted 
the troops at the enemy's second battery, the 
British plan would have attained its consumma
tion, and the destruction of the whole column 
would have been the natural consequence."t 
He who reflects that this was an invadin(J' army 

0 ' 
* Hi&t. of the War, p. 83. t Sketches of the \Var, p. 126. 
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'vill be inclined to admit, that, even had tla.e 
whole column been destroyed, the A merica01 
would have met their deserts ; or, if disposed to 
commiserate the poor soldiers, to wish that their 
places had been filled by the American presi
dent, and the 98 members of the legislature who 
voted for the war. 

The chief part of the British troops had been 
withdrawn to the town, which was about three 
quarters of a mile from the scene of explosion. 
After ordering the destruction of the ammu
nition, naval stores, and the new ship that 
was building, general Sheaffe left directions 
with a lieutenant-celonel and major of mi
litia, who were residents in the town, to treat 
with the American corn mander, for terms ; and 
then, with the regulars and such of the militia 
as were not residents, retreated across the river 
Don, in the direction of Kingston. 

According to the last article of the capitula
tion, the whole number of prisoners delivered 
up amounted to 293; yet one American editor 
has made the number of prisoners " 750," and 
his two contemporaries '' 920 ;" and this, al
though the whole amount to which general 
Dearborn could swell the British force opposed 
to him, was '' 700 regulars and militia, and 100 

Indians." Our loss in killed and wounded is 
stated by the Amel'icans at " 250 ;" no doubt 
an exaggeration ; as the loss of the regulars, 
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according to the official returns, scarcely ex
ceeds half that amount ; and 40 of these were 
killed or wounded by the accidental explosion of 
a wooden powder-magazine, the head of which 
had been carelessly left open. IVI r. Thompson 
says, the British wounded wet·e left in the house~~ 
and " attended to by the American army and 
navy surgeons;" • but this is extremely doubt
ful, because the fifth article of the capitulation 
expressly provides, " that such surgeons as may 
be procured to attend the wounded of the British 
regulars and Canadian militia, shall not be con
sidered as prisonet·s of war. t 

The Americans state their own loss at 14 kil1ed, 
and 32 wounded in battle, and 38 killed, and 
222 wotmded by the explosion ; making· a total 
loss, on shore, of 52 killed, and 2.54 wounded. 
Among those who fell by the explosion were 
general Pike, seven captains, seven subalterns, 
two aides-de-camp, and one vo]unteer. The 
squadron lost three kil1ed, and 11 wounded ; 
which makes the ag·gregate American loss, at the 
capture of York, amount to 334 men. 

General Pike's behaviour, previous to his death, 
is thus recorded by Mr. Thomson :-" As they 
conveyed him to the water's edge, a sudden ex
clamation was heard from the troops, which in
fm·med him of the American, baying supplanted 
the British, standard in the garnson. He t'X-

• Sketches of the "\Var, p. 43. t App. No. 18. 
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}lressed his satisfaction by a feeble sigh, and after 
being transferred from the Pert schooner to the 
commodore's ship, he made a sign for the Britislt 
flag, which had then been brought to him, to be 
placed under his head, and expired without a 
gt·oan."* Considering the immense superiority 
of numbers, by which, after a long and desperate 
struggle, the feat of supplanting the flag was 
achie,•ed, the officiousness of the American edi
tor has conferred more of ridicule, than of bonor, 
upon the last moments of his hero. 

It was fortunate that the British brig Prince 
Regent had departed from the harbor. about 
three days previous to the attack. As it was, 
the Americans got possession of a small brig· 
hulk, the Duke of Gloucester; without n~ry large 
repairs, unseaworthy. A considerable quantity 
of naval stores ::tnd prorisions, which ltad not 
lMen destroyed, also feH into the enemy's hanth. 
The American editors are loud in boasting of the 
lenient conduct of the troops towards the in
habitants and their houses ; when, in fact, they 
set fire, not only to the public building·s, ciril 
~well as miiitar,r, but to a tR\'~rn at some dis
tance from York; and were proceeding upon the 
same charitable errand to l-:latt's milfs, had they 
not beeu dt~ tt·rred by information of Indian• 
being in the neighhourl100d. I. has never been 

~ufficiently explained, why lhe Briti~h corn-

• SketcliCS or the war' P· 1 ~u. 
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m.ander-in-chief had not ordered the fortifica
tions to be put in order, and au adequate garri
son stationed, at a )JOSt where, not only a COD· 

siderable quantity of naval and military stores 
was deposited, but a comparatively large ship of 
war building for the lake. Even the two com
panies, or 180 men, of the 8th, had merely halted 
_at York, on their way from Kingston to Fort
George; and, had the Americans delayed the at
t~ck one day, the latter would have had a still 
smaller force to contend with. The capture or 
destl·uction of'' the frigates said to be building 
there,"* was the very purpose that carried the 
-Americans to York; otherwise, they would, no 
tloubt, have proceeded direct to Fort-George; 
t-hat being considered as the great buhl ark of 
~Tpper Canada. 

On the 1st of May the Canadian territory in 
t~e neighbourhood of York was entirely eva
cuated. To carry away the prisoners being 
found inconvenient, the latter were paroled and 
left behind ; and a smalJ schooner was des
patched to Niagara, to apprize general Lewis, 
then in command at that place, of the result of 
the expedition against " the capital of Upper 
Canada," and of the intended approach of the 
troops towards the Four-mile creek. The pre
''alence of contrary winds detained commodore 
Chauncey and the fleet in York harbor, till the 

·:t: See p. I J2. 
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8th ; when they set sail, and arrived at the 
ereek late on the same afternoon. 

After disembarking the troops, the commodore 
pt·oceeded, with the wounded n1en, to Sackett's 

Harbor; there to obtain reinforcements. Be
tween the lJ t h and 22d of May, the vessels of the 
fleet made frequent trips between Sackett's 
Harbor an.d Niagara, each time loaded with 
troops; and, on the 25th, the commodore, in 
tbe Madison, with 350 artillerymen and anum
-ber: of heavy pieces of ordnance on board, 
arrived at the latter place ; hal'ing left the Pert 
and Fair American schooners, to watch the 
movements of the British at Kingston. The lat
ter, however, as was well known to tbe Ameri. 
cans, could not leave port with their ships, till a 
supply of seamen arri\'ed from Quebec. 

On the 26th commodore Cbauncey reconnoi~ 
tred the intended point of landing on the 
Canada-side; and, at night, sounded the shore, 
and placed buoys to point out the stations of 
the ditfet·ent \'essel of l1is fleet. The whole of 
this service the commodore performed, to his 

surprise no doubt, without the slightest UlOles
tation; owing, it seems, to a scarcity of aQlmu
tlition at Fort-George, as weJI as to an appre· 
bension, that a fire from that fort might briug 
on a return from the shipping, and from Fort-

iagara, to· the destruction of ~ewark. A oon .. 
biderable number of new boats had recently 
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been lauched at the Five-mile meadows, on the 
American shore ; and se,·eral others had been 
provided, and were in readiness to receive the 
troops. 

The British force upon the Niagm·a-line now 
amounted, sick and well, to about 1800 regulars, 
antl 500 militia. The former consisted of the 
49th regiment, and of detachments from the 
8th, 41st, Glengarry, and Newfoundland regi .. 
ments, and royal artillery; the whole under the 
command of brigadier-general Vincent, major
general Sheaffe's successor. Of this force, eight 
companias of the 49th, fhre companies of the 
8th, three companies of the Glengarry, and two 
of the Newfoundland regiment; also a few ad• 
ditional gunners from the 41st regiment, and 
about 30 royal artillery, with two 3, and five 
6-pounders, and a 5t inch howitzer; the whole 
amounting to less than 1000 rank and file~ 

were stationed at Fort-George. At the sam@ 
post, also, were about 300 militia, and 40 
Indians. 

Since the surrender of general HuJl, five 
24-pounders had been brought from Detroit; 
four of which were mounted on the three bas
tions at Fort-George, and the fifth on a battery, 
ea barbette, about half a mile below Newark. 
On the afternoon of the 26th a few shots wer~ 
fired from some field-pieces at the American 
newly.launcbed boats, as they were. leaving the 
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Five-mile meadows to proceed to the rendez,-ous. 
This brought on a cannonade from Fort-Nia .. 

gara; which did considerable injury to the 
block.hou&es and wooden buildings nPar Fort. 

George, as well as to the fort itself. If the gons 
at Fort-George were compelled, owing to a 

scarcity of powder, to remain ~ilent, while com
modore Chauncey, on the same evening, was 
sounding the shore, within half-gunshot, the 
American editors may weH boast that Fort-Nia
gara sustained no injury whatever. 

During the same night the American troops 
~m barked in the 'fessels of the squadron, and in 
the numerous flat-bottomed boats and scows 
prepared for the occasion. At four o'clock on 
the morning of the 27th, m~jor-generals Dear
bcun and Lewis, with their suites, went on board 

the Madison ; and, " by that time, all the 
troops were afioat." The number is stated, by 
one American editor, at " more than 4000;"• 

by another, at " from 6 to 7000 ;" consisting 
of three brigades of infantry, under brigadier. 

general~ .Uo) d, "inder, and Chandler, strong 
detachruemsot beary, aud of light artillery,and 
s corps oi J"( •s<~n·e, under colonel M ·Comb; exclu
sive of the marines of the fleet, under captain 
Smith, and of 250 dragoons, under colonel 
Burn, which c.-o!'~ed a little higher up the river~ 

On referring to an American official return of 

• Sketcqesoftbe,Var, p.l31, 
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troops at Fort-George in the succeeding July, 
we find the numbea· stated at 6635 ;"*' and this 
does not include " 1\'I'Clure's Baftimore and 
!\,lbany Yolunteers,"t mentioned as forming 
part of general Dearborn's force on th e present 
occasion. " -e cannot, therefore, ovenate t he 
American force, now advancing to the attack of 
Fort-George, by fixing it at 6000 men. 

Intelligence of the enemy's intention to at
tack Fort-George had been previously commu
nicated by deserters; and, at day-light on the 
morning of the 27th, the American fleet, accom
panied by boat-loads of troops, "\Vas seen ad
"·ancing, with a light air from the eastward, 
towards the light-house on Mississaga-point. t 
The batteries at Fort-1\iagara now commenced a 
heavy cannonade upon Fort-George and New-

. ark ; but ceased firing·, soon afterwards, on ac
count of a very heavy fog that intercepted the 
'iew. In the mean time, two schooners, by the 
use of their sweeps, had reached thei1· stations at 
the mouth of the river, in ordea· to silence the 24-
pounder, and a 9-pounder, also planted en bar-

. bette, close to Newark. Another schooner sta
·tioned herself to the northward oft he light-house~ 
and so close to the shore as to enfilade the first

. named battery, and cros~ the fire oft he two othe-r 
~chooners; and the remaining five schoone-r~ 

* WilkiAson's Mem. Vol. Ill. his App. No. 5. 

t 5k~tches of the War, p. 131. t Sec Plate I. 
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anchm·ed near to the latter, that they might 
cover the landing of the troops, and scour the 
adjacent plane and woods. The ship Madison, 
brig Oneida, and schooner Lady of the Lake, 
also placed themselves, so as to give the best 
effect to their cannon. These elev(ln American 
vessels fought 51 guns in broadside; including 
nine long 32 and IS-pounders. 

When the fog dispersed, which was not till 
nearly eight o'clock, the American boats, in three 
lines, were discovered approaching towards the 
One-mile creek; close to which was the 9-poun
der battery. The British advance, stationed in 
a 1·avine and copse-wood neat· this point, con
sisted of the Glengarry and Newfoundland de
tachments, numbering about 200 rank and file, 
under captain Winter of the latter regiment, and 
40 Indians, led by their chief .1.'\orton. \V bile 
the American schooners, with their hea''Y guns, 
were engaging the 9 and 24-pounder batte
ries, the British advance fired upon the boats, 
and compelled the troops in them to lie down 
for their better security. The fire from the 
American shipping now committed dreadful 
havoc a1nong the British, and rendered their 
efforts to oppose the landing of the enemy~s ad· 
vanced corps of infantry and artillery, under 
lieutenant-colonel Scott, quite ineffectual. The 
Glengarry and Newfoundland detachments were~ 
in consequence, obliged to faH back upon the 
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left column, stationed in another ravine, about 
a quarter of a mile in their rear. It is but fair 
to mention, that the 9-pounder battery, although 
worked by militia-men, assisted uy one gunner 
of the roJal artillery, was most ably served, dur
ing the whole period of the enemy's first at
tempt to land ; nor was the gun abandoned, till 
nearly all the men stationed at it had been killed 
or wounded. On the other hand, the 24-p~mn
der, manned also by militia-artillery, and which 
ought to have sunk one or two of the enemy's 
schooners, was spiked and totally abandoned, 
almost at the commencement of the attack. 

Let us see how the American edito1·s descl'ibe 
the onset. Mr. Thomson, who is the most dif
fuse, says:-" \Vhen the advance, which con
sisted of 500 men, was approaching the point of 
landing, successive volleys of muskeh·y were 
poured upon it by 1200 regulars, stationed in a 
ra'fine_. A brisk exchange of shot was kept up 
for 15 minutes; the advance, nevertheless, con
tinued to approach the enemy without falter
ing. Such, indeed, was the eagerness of the 
troops, that officers and men jumped into the 
lake and waded to the shore. Captain Hindman 
of the 2d artillery, was the first man upon the 
enemy's territory."* Were this our novitiate in 
American history, we might suppose the'' 1" in 
~' 1200'' to have been a typographical surplus-

* Sketches of the War, p. 132. 
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age; but, being skilled in such matters, we freely 
exonerate the A erican printer. 

Tb_e remainder of .brigadier-general Vincent's 
force at Fort-George had been divided into two 
columns; the left, consisting of 320 of the 8th 
regiment, and 150 tnilitia, and JHOtected by two 
or three light field-pieces, with a suitable -de
tachment of roy-al artillery, assisted by a few 
additional gunners of the 4lst, was commanded 
by colonel Myers, deputy-quarter-master-gene .. 
ral. This column had been posted in a ravine 
not far from the point of landing. The right 
column, consisting of about 450 of the 49th re
giment, and 150 militia, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel Harvey, deputy·adj utant~ 
general, was drawn up between Newark and 
Fort-George; excepting about 50 of the 49th, 
and 80 of the militia, who were stationed within 
the fort itself. 

The co]umn under colonel .Myers immediately 
advanced, in support of the Glengarry and New
foundland detachments; which augmented his 
force to about 600 men, including Norton and 
his Indians. About five minutes after the Ame
rican advance had effected a landing, the boats 
t:tmtaining general Boyd's brig-ade struck the 
.shore. The American troops, now on the beach, 
amounted to " only 1800 men,"* accompanied 
by several pieces of artillery. As fast as these 
~nen attempted to ascend the bank, they ·were 

• Hist of the War, p. 8l5. 
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driven back at the point of the bayonet; till the 
Ame1·ican ~hips, with their heavy discharges of 
1·ound and grape, had too \Yell succeeded in 
thinning· the British ranks. One American 
editor describes, in a very handsome sty le, the 

landing of general Boyd's brigade.-'' Thrice," 
_·ays he, " with the most persevering courage, 
was the attempt made, and thrice were they re
pelled by an enemy n1ore than fhe ti-mes their 
number."* General Dearborn in his letter tells 
us, that the brigades of general \Vinder and 
Chandler followed the first brigade '' in quick 
succession.''t The arri,,al of this reinforcement 
enablecl the Americans, assisted by the contiued 
fire from their shipping, to drive the British left 
column; now considerably reduced in numbers. 
The loss sustained by the detachment of the 8th, 
\lnder the gallant lieutenant-colonel Ogilvie, 
amounted to six officers and 198 privates, kiJied 
or wounded; nearJy two-thirds of its original 
number; and of the 150 militia engaged, there 
were five officers, and 80 privates, killed or 
"·ounded : a sufficient proof that they 1 ad emu~ 
]ated the brave 8th. Every mou.ntec.l officer in 
the field but one was wounded; and that on.e 

had his horse shot under him . . Colonel lVIyers 
had fallen from several severe wounds. His 
place was taken by lieutenant-colonel Harvey, 
who had left his column under tbe charge of 

.lieutenant-colonel Plend~rleath, with di1·ection~ 

• Hist. of the War, p . . 86. · t A pp. No. 2~. 
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to n1ove it forward. This order that gallant 
officer lost no time in obeying, and meeting the 
remnant of the left column in its retreat, the 
whole drew up on the plane. 

After the whole of the enemy's force had 
landed, and formed, a strong detachment of 
American light troops and riflemen was sent in 
advance, to cut off the retreat of the British by 
the two roads leading to Burlington Heights. 
The main body of the American troops was now 
seen to move forward, in two columns; strongly 
}JrOtected by artillery. To attempt a further 
struggle with such overwhelming numbers would 
have been the height of rashness ; therefore bri .. 
gadier-general Vincent, first despatching orders to 
lieutenant-colonel Bissh8pp at Fort-Erie, and to 
major Ormsby at Chippeway, to evacuate their 
respecthe posts, and to n1ove, without delay, by 
Lundy's-lane, to the Beaver Dam, distant about 
16 miles from Fort-George, directed the mag·a· 
zines at the latter to be exploded, and the fort, 
which had already Leen rendered untenable by 
the fire from Fort-~iagara, to be evacuated. 
Unfortunately, the 50 regulars in Fort-George, 
either less prompt in retreating, than they would 
have been in attacking, or mistaking the Ameri• 
can riflemen for the detachment of the Glengarry 
regiment, (the two wearing nearly the same uni
form,) fell into the enetny's hands. The re
mainder of the unwounded regulars and militia 
nmrched, without the slighte:;t molestation, to 
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the Beaver Dam; which place they reached about 
eight o'clock on the same evening, and were 
there joined by the garrisons of Fort-Erie and 
Chippeway. 

At about 12 o'clock at noon, the American 
troops took quiet possession of Fort-George, 
and the \'illage of Newark. Mr. Thomson des
cribes the ceremony thus:-'' General Boyd and 
colonel Scott 1nounted the parapet, and cut 
mol·aythestaff; whilst captain Hindman succeeded 

in taking the flag which the enemy had left fly
ing, and which he forwarded to genel'al Dear
born." This editor states, also, that, during 
the action, " few shots were fi1·ed from Fort
George, the panic being communicated to the 
garrison.''* The fact is, Mr. Thomson's coun
trymen took care to land, where the shot from 
Fort-George could not reach them, without first 
passing through the houses of Newark. 

According to the return of ]oss annexed to 
general Vincent's letter, t the Glengarl'y and 
1'\ewfoundland detachments ]ost 48 officers and 
privates killed, and 66 wounded ; which is up
wards of half their united force. The dread
ful state of the 8th regiment, has already been 
noticed.+ The loss sustained by the militia 
does not appear in the official returns: it was, 
however, as we have stated, 85 in killed and 
wounded. The total British loss, therefore, 

* SketchesoftbeWar,p.l32. tApp. No.21. t Seep.l57. 
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amounted to 445. Except the men accidentallY' 
taken in Fort.George, none of the British un~ 
wounded regulars fell into the enemy's hands; 
although Mr. Thomson has found it convenient 
to make a contrary asset·tion. He says:-" He 
(the ene-m.,·) had in killed 108, in wounded 163; 
115 regulars were taken prisoners, exclusive 
of his wounded, all Qf whom fell into the hands 
of the Americans;" and then adds:-" The mi~ 
litia-prisoners, who were paroled to the number 
of 507, being added to their loss, makes a total 
of 893." * This nice calculator does not inform 
his readers, how the above 507 paroled " militia
vrisoners" were obtained. \re will do it for 
bim. No sooner had the American army got 
possession of the Niagara-frontif:r, than officerg 
and parties were sent to every farm-house and 
hoye} in the neighbourhood, to exact a parole 
from the male-inhabitants, of almost e\-ery age. 
The disaffected were glad of this excuse for re
maining· peaceably at J.heir homes; and those 
who made any opposition were threatened to be 
carried across the river, and thrown into a noitb
some prison. \"re cannot wonder, then, that, by 
these industrious, though certainlJ unautho
rized 1neans, the names of as many as 507 Cana
dians were got ready to be forwarded to the 
secretary at war; so as, not only to swell the 
amount of the loss sustained, but, by a fair 

• Sketches of the 'Var, p. I 33. 
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inference, of the force employed, on the part of 
the British, in resi~tiug the attack. The Ame· 
ricans state their own loss before Fort-George, 
at 39 killed, and Ill wounded; which is not a 
little creditable to the few regular troops and 
Canadians, by whom the post was defended. 

The extraordinary circumstance of general 
Dearborn's not stating, in his official letter, that 
the British ,,:ere superior iu force, would entitle 
him to praise, had he not, or some clerk at the 
war .. office for him, made a boast of" the adyan· 
tages the enemy's position afforded him." •-A 
_plane, entirely exposed to a cross-fire of shot 
and shells, was an advantageous position, truly! 
-Even \Jr. O'Connor, so dexterous at making 
" advantages," knew better. He prefers telling· 
his readers of the " ho t" of British, against 
which the American troops had to contend; 
and, when disposed to enter more into detail, 
adopts his iavorite expression,-'' an enemy 
more than five times their number." Mr. Thorn
son, rather more modestly, says:-" The action 
was fought by inferior numbers on the American 
~ide :" but doctor Smith gives no nu m l.Jers at 
all; leaving his readers to draw their own in
ference from the lavi~h encomiums he best.ows 
upon " the firmness and gallantry'' of the Ame
rican troops. 

"'hen any extt·avagant statement connected 

* A pp. No. ~2-. 

YOL. I. 
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with the war appears in an American news
paper, the credit of inventing it generally falls 
upon the cabinet at Washington; but we never 

expected to have the thing so completely con
firmed, as it is by a paragraph in a "confiden
tial" letter from general \Vilkinson to the Ame
tican secretary at war. '' To secure," says the 
general, " a favourable issue to these enter
prises without much loss of blood, the demon
strations of fear and alarm on our part will be 
continued, by more than the ordinary means of 

military deception, in which you may be able to 
assist me, powerfully, tlu·ough the medium of the 

prints known to he friendly to tlte tear." This 
peep behind the state-curtain enables us to 

trace the authors of a piece of " military de
ception," extracted by Mr. O'Connor, along 

with other garbage, from one '' of the prints 
known to be friendly to the war," in order to 

grace the pages of his " Impartial History." 
" Prior to the taking of Fort-George,'' says this 
" faithful" historian) " three Americans in the 
camp who refused to bear arms, were, by order 

of colonel Clark, taken out, and without cere
mony shot! This infernal scoundrel me.t his 
deserts soon after :-he was killed at the time of 
the surprise of generals n·inder and Chandler."* 
-The fact is, the ·only " colonel Clarl{,'' was 

Thomas Clark, a lieutenant-colonel of the 2d 

* History of the 1V ar, p. 88. 
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Lincoln militia; who was not, and, if he were, 
could not " order," at Fort-George. Instead, 
too, of having been " killed at Stoney creek," 
he is, or, at the date of the last accounts, was, 
still living in Upper Canada. The officer re
ferred to as subsequently ''killed," was major 
Alexander Clerk, then of the 49th, and now 
alive. It remains only to add, that this officer 
was not present at the taking of Fort-George. 
. On arriving at the Beaver Dam, general Vin
cent was joined, not only by the remainder of 
his command from Chippeway and Fort-Erie, 
but by one flank and one battalion company of 
the 8th, and by captain Barclay, of the royal 
navy, and 19 seamen, on theit· ·way to Lake 
Erie. Thus reinforced, the major-general had 
with him about 1600 rank and file. \Vith the 
view of cut'a::ing off this force, general Dearborn 
despatched forward major-general Lewis, at the 
heaf} of two brigades -of infantry, the whole 
ef the lig·ht arti1lery and riflemen, and 250 

dragoons;· making a total of nearly 4000 men. 
T~ese arrived at the dam too late, general 
Vincent being then far advanced on his way 
to the head of. Lake Ontario; where he intended, 
if possible, to make a stand. The arrival of in
telligence, on the night of thfP 28th, that the ene
my was approaching in force, occasioned the 
destruction of a further quantity of ammunition 
and provisions; and the troops had to continue 

M 2 
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their retreat towards BurJington Heights, with 

only 90 rounds of ammunition per gun. Foiled 

in their purpose, the American troops advanced 

along the river-road, and took possession of the 

already abandoned post of Fort-Erie. Leaving 

a small garrison there, under lieutenant-colonel 

Preston, of the l~th United States' inlantry, ge

neral Lewis, with the remainder of his army, re

turned to Fort-George. Thus we have the fulfil

ment oftlae ''third object" in the American plan 

of operations exhibited at a preceding page.• 

It is now time to draw the reader's attention 

to the opposite end of Lake Ontario; where, by 

the strenuous exertions of sir James Lncas Yeo 

and a party of officers and seamen, who had 

ju~t arrived from England, our vessels in Kings .. 

ton were manned and equipped, in a sufficient 

manner to enable them, led by so able a com

mander, once more to appear on the lake. If 

any thing could add to the generaJ joy upon 

this occasion, it was sir George Prevost's consent 

to a proposition foa· employing this acquisition 

of naval strength in a combined attack upon 

the important post of Sackett's lla1·bor; now 

considerably weakened in its defences, by the 

absence of commodore Chauncey's fleet, and of 

the numerous army which had recently been 

~tationed there. 

Early on the morning of the 27th of May, 

• Seep. 13~. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND A'1EHICA. 165 

every arrangement being complete, the vessels 

of sir James Yeo's fleet, having on board the 

troops for the expedition, consisting of tbe gre·· 

nadier-company of the lOOth regiment, a section 

of the Royal Scots, two companies of the 8th, 

four companiei of the 104th, one company of the 

Glengarry's, and two companies of the Canadian 

Voltigeurs; also, a small detachment of the 

Newfoundland regiment, along with two 6-

pounders and their gunners, numbering alto

gether less than 750 rank and file, left the harbor 

of Kingston, and arrived off Sackett's Harbor 

at about noon on the same day. The weather 
was extremely fine, and the wind was a mode

rate breeze, calculated for carrying the vessels, 

either towards or from the shore. The squa. 

dron, with the \\~ olfe, ha\'ing sit· George Prevost 

on board, as the leading ship, stood in about 

two miles, to reconnoitre the enemy's position. 

While the squadron was lying to, the troops 

were embarked in the boats, and every ·one was 

anxious fot· the signal to puB towards the shore. 

After waiting in this state of suspense for about 

half an hour, orders were given for the troops to 

return on board the fleet. This done, the fleet 

wore, and, with a light wind, stood out on its 

return to Kingston. 

About 40 Indians, in their canoes, had ac~ 

companied the expedition. Dissatisfied at being 

caned back without effecting any thing, parti-
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cularly as their unsophisticated minds could 

devise no reason for abandoning the enter .. 

prize, they steered round Stoney-point, and, 

discovering a party of troovs on the American 

shore, fearless]y paddled in to attack them. 

These consisted of about 70 dismounted 

dragoons, who had jnst landed from 12 hoats, 
which, along with seven others that h<-td pulled 

past the point and escaped, were on their way 
to Sackett's Harbor. As soon as the American 

troops saw the lndi<ms ad\'ancing, the)' hoisted 

a white flag, as a signal to our ships for protec

tion. The latter immediately hove lo; aud lieu

tenant Dobbs, first of tLe \\ olfe, stood in with 
the ship's boats, and brought otf tlae Ame1·ican 

dragoons, along """-ith their 12 batteaux. 

This fortuitous capture was deemed an auspi

cious omen; and sir George PreYost determined 

to stand back to Sackett's Harbor. \Vhat 

little wind there was had now Yeered more to

lYards the land; so that, with all their exertions, 

the larger -vesse]s of the squadron Wf're unable 

to get within eight miles of the point of attack, 
or six of their station in the forenoon. The 
troops were, however, again placed in the boats; 

and, before day on the morning of the 29th, 

the latter advanced towards the shore, covered 

by the gun-boat~, under the orders of captain 

l\1ulcaster. 
As none of the preceding facts are stated 
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n colonel Baynes's letter,* some doubts may 
be entertained of their authenticity. \\'e 
have only to assure the reader that, not only 
every officer on board the fleet knows the ac
count, as we ha\'e given it, to be true in the 
main; but all the American accounts concur in 
stating, that the British appeared off the port 
on two successive days. One editor remarks, 
indeed, that the delay and indecision on our 
part broug·ht in from the neighbouring counties 
a considerable number of militia; and who, 
naturally thinking we were afraid, " betrayed 
g reat eagerness to engage in the contest." 

Sackett's Harbor bears from Kingston, on 
Lake Ontario, south by east; distant in a 
straigh t course, '25, but, by a ship's course, 35 

miles. lt stands on the south-east side of an 
expansion of the Black River, near to where it 
flows into Hungry Bay. The harhor is small, 
but well sheltered. From the north-west runi 
out a low point of land, upon which is the dock
yard, with large store-houses, and all the build
ings requisite for such an establishment. Upon 
tbis point there is a strong work, called Fort
Tompkins; t having within it a block-house, 
two stories high : on the land-side it is covered 
by a strong picketing, in which there are em
brasures. At the bottom of the harbor is th~ 
Tillage, containing from 60 to 70 h-ouses : to 

* App. No. 23. t See Plate Ill. 
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the southward of it is a ba1·rack, capable of 
containing 2000 men, and generally used for 
the marines belonging to the fleet. On a point 
eastward of the harbor, stands Fort .. Pike, • 
surrounded hy a ditch, in advance of which 
there is a strong line of picketing. About 100 

yards from the Yilhtge, and a little to the west
ward of ~rt-Tompkins, is Smith's cantonment, 
or barracks, capable of containing 2500 men : 
it is strongly built of logs, forming a square, 
with a block-house at each corner, aud is loop
holed on every side. This was the state of 
Sackett's Harbor at the date of the attack; at 
which time, also, many of the guns belonging 
to the works haQ been conveyed to the other 
end of the lake. Towards the middle of 18.Vl, 

there were thr-ee additional works, Fort-Virginia, 
Fort-Chaunoey, and Fort-Kentucky; as well as 
several new block-houses; and the guns then 
mounted upon the different forts exceeded 60. 

Being without proper guides for the coast, the 
troops disembarked, by mistake, upon Horse 
Island;* where the gr.enadier-company of the 
tOOth, which formed the advance, meeting with 
1\0me slight opposition from a 6-pounder, mount
ed tn barbetle, as \\'ell as from 3 or 400 militia, 
stationed at that point, carried the 6-pounder 
before a second discharge could be fired from 
it, and drov~ the American militia with precipi .. 

* See Plate III. 
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tation into the woods. The whole of the Briti~h 
now quickly landed, although completely en
filaded by a heavy gun upon Fort-Tompkins.• 
The captured 6-pounder was unfortunately of 
no use, as the British artillery-men were still 
with their two field-pieces, in a merchant
, ·esse], which had not yet been able to reach 
the point of landing. 

The behaviour of the American militia seems 
to have provoked l\'lr. Thomson's ire. " Though 
they were well protected by the breastwork,:' 
says he, " they rose from behind it, and, aban
doning the honorab]e promises of noble daring, 
"vhich they had made but a litle while before, 
fled with equal precipitation and disorder. A 
strange and unaccountable panic seized the 
whole line; and, with the exception of a very 
few, terror and dismay were depictured in every 
countenance."t This forms a cheering contrast 
to the behaviour of the Canadian militia at 
Fort-George. Of the volunteers who had been 
associated with the Sacketfs Harbor militia. 
about 80 halted to fire a volley or two from 
behind a large fallen tree,* and then nimbly 
followed their companions. 
- Colonel Young, of the 8th regiment, taking 
with him about half the troops that had landed, 
penetrated the wood to the left, while major 
Drummond, with the remainder of the troops, 

*See Plate Ill. t Sketches of the War, p. 143. 
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proceeded by the path to the right, through 
which the Americans had fled. Colonel Young 
and his men, who could not have amou nted to 
mo1·e than 380, soon found themselves in a nar
row road, flanked on the right by a thick wood, 
and on the left by a perpendicular bank of ten 
or fifteen feet.* Here they were engaged by 
such of the volunteers as had rallied, the dis
mounted dragoons amounting to 313, and a 
part of the regular troops; t making a total of 
at least 500 men. After a slight skirmish, these 
fell back to the main body of the American 
troops, stationed upon the open ground, near 
the barracks. l\Jajor Drummond, who had met 
with little or no opposition in scouring the wood, 
now formed a junction with colonel Young, and 
soon compelled the whole of the American re
gulars, ,·olunteers, and militia, to abandon one 
of their guns, and to retreat into the log-bar
rack and btockaded fort. A force of at )east 
1000 men, thus fayourably posted, and assisted 
by the heavy guns upon the battedes, could do 
no less than cause se,·ere destruction in the 
British column, which had no art~llery what
ever. But these obstacles were nothing to British 
troops; and, so hopeless did the Americans con
sider theit· case, that lieutenant Chauncey had 
already set fire to the navy-barracks, the prize
s.chooner duke of Glo'ster, and the sbip General 

* See f. f. Plate 11 I. t Wilkinson's l\Icmoirs, Vol. I. p. 584. 
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Pike, and had completely destroyed the naval 
stores and provisions which had been capturtd 
at York. 

The American editors say, that general Brow11, 
who commanded at Sackett's Harbor, adopted 
the following stratagem to deceive the British 
general. Silently passing through the wood 
which led towards the point of landing, he 
evinced an intention to gain the rear of the 
British forces·, to take possession of the boats, 
and effectually to cut off their retreat. This, 
the Americans say, convinced sir George Pre
vost of the vast superiority of the American 
force, and induced him to give the order to 
retreat; and general \Yilkinson adds: " I have 
understood from good authority, that lieutenant .. 
colonel at this time major Drummond, of the 
104th, who was afterwards killed at Fort-Erie, 
stepped up to him, and observed,-' Allow me a 
Jew tninutes, si1·, and I will put you in possession of 
the place.' To which sir George replied,-' Obeg 
your orders, sir, and learn the first duty of a soldier.' 
Sir James Yeo was also averse to the retreat, and 
the occasion gave rise to the animosity which 
afterwards existed between those officers, and 
drew on sir George_ the contempt of the army."* 
The American force at Sackett's Harbor wheu 
the British landed, and which force was actually 
brought into action in defending the post, 

* WBkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 585. 
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amounted, by general 'Vilkinson's account, to 
787 regular troops, and 500 militia and volun
teers_.• As soon aftt>r the reluctant . British 
troops had turned round to obey their general's 
order, as the Americans could a~sure themselves 
that they were not in a dream, the latter has
tened to repair the mischief which their rational 
fears had set them to committing. Lieutenant 
Chauncey extinguished the fire in the prize
Yessel and the new ship. In the Pike, indeed, 
owing to her being built of green wood, the 
fire had made very little progress; and, had 
we kept possession of the place, that fine 
ship might have been launched by oursehres : 
for which express purpose sir James Yeo had 
actually embarked a number of shipwrights and 

artificers. 
Soon after the British troops had retired 

to their boats, a reinforcement of 600 Ameri
cans arrived at the post, and other troops were 
every instant expected; but still our occupation 
of the forts, Tompkins and Pike, would have 
enabled us to resist every effort of the Ameri
cans, till our fleet had anchored in the harbor. 
The Americans say that, in the course of the 
morning, we "sent in a flag, with a peremp
tory demand for the surrender of the post, but 
which,"-as might indeed be supposed,-" was 
as peremptorily refused.'' t 

• '\Vilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 585. 
t Sketches of the War, p. 145. · 
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Our loss in this unfortunate expedition wa9 
no slight aggrayation. " ,-e had 50 men killed, 
and 211 wounded; and the British official re
turns • expose us, very fairly, to the following 
observation by an American editor:-" The 
precipitation of his flight was such, that he left, 
not only the wounded bodies of his ordinary 
men upon the field, but those of the dead and 
wounded of the most distinguished of his offi
cers." The Americans acknon-ledge to have 
had a loss of 20 regulars and two volunteers 
ki1led, 84 regulars wounded, and 26 missing; 
which, added to 25 militia killed or wounded, 
makes a total loss of 157. t 

To the great mortification of the inhabitants 
of Kingston, they saw their fleet return into 
port on the morning of the 30th, '' ith, instead 
of the whole garrison of Sackett's Harbor, and 
its immense naval and military stores, about 
100 American officers and privates, including the 
70 who had surrendered themsehes the day 
prevwus. Out of the columns of strictures 
which one set of colonial newspapers devoted 
to the investigation of this disgraceful failure, 
not the slightest imputation is attempted to 
be thrown upon the behaviour of the troops 
concerned in it. They rushed eagerly on shore, 
drove the American militia like sheep, com
pelled the enemy to destroy his navy-bar-

* App. No. 23. t Sketches of the War, p. 14a. 
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racks, stores, and provisions; and, in ten mi
nutes more, would ha,·e been in quiet posses
sion of the town; but instead of that, to the 
indignation of the British, joy of the Ameri
cans, and surprise of both, the bugle sounded a 

·retreat. * * * * • • 
What should we have gained by even the 

temporary possession of Sackett's Harbor? The 
American fleet, having no po1·t to which it could 
retire, would have been compelled to fight, and 
sir James Yeo, having the Pike to add to his 
squadron, m· even without her assistance, would 
have conquered ·with ease. The British Ontario 
fleet no longer wanted, its officers, .seamen, and 
storas, n·ould have passed over to Lake Erie, and 
averted the calamity there: that done, they 
would ha\·e repaired to Lake Champlain, and 
prevented the Sm·a.nac that flows into it, from 
becoming so famous. The least benefit of all 
would have been, the saving· to the nation of the 
incalculable sums expend~d in tLe building- of 
ships, and the transportation of ordnance-stores.* 
Some will feel that the nation a) pride would 
have been no loser ; and ab]e politicians could, 

perhaps, expatiate upon fifty other ad-rantages 
that \Vould hm·e nccnred to us) had "\Ve retained, 
for a few days only, the possession of Sackett's 
1 I arbor. 

The sentiments of the Americans themsehe~ 

* See Jamcs' s Naval Occurr. p: 285. 
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upon the subject may be taken from the pages 
of one of our three historians. " After being 
compelled," says l\1r. Thomson, " to relinquish 
the further prosecution of an expedition, having 
for its primary object the capture and destruc
tion of a post, the permanent possession of 
which only could give to the Americans any 
hope of a superiority on Lake Ontario; after 
having succeeded in his enterprise, in a degree 
which scarcely deserves to be termed partial; 
and after being obliged, by the predominance of 
his apprehension over his bravery and foresight, 
to retire from the assault, and precipitately to 
leave his dead and wounded to the mercy of his 
enemy ; general sir George Prevost issued an 
official account to the people of Canada, and 
forwarded despatches to his government, in each 
of which he laid claim to a brilliant and unpa
ralleled ,-ictory ;* and alleged, that he had re
luctantly ordered his troops to leave a beaten 
enemy, whom he had driven before him for 
three hours, because the co-operation of the 
fleet and army could not be eftected. General 
Brown's stratagem had so far succeeded in 
deceiving him, that he reported the woods to 
have been filled with infantry and field-pieces, 
from which an incessant, heavy, and destructive 
fire had been kept up, by a numerous and 

* This assertion is not warranted by colonel Baynes's official 
letter. See A pp. No. 23. 
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almost invisible foe, 1nore than quadruple in· 
numbers• to the detachments which had been 
taken from the garrison of Kingston ; and that 
his loss was, nevertheless, very far inferior to 
that of his antagonist. Had the result of the 
txpedition against Sackett's Harbor been of 
that character of unparalleled brilliancy, which 
would ha,-e entitled it to the encomiums of its 
commander, and to the warmest admiration of 
the British nation, its effects would ha,·e been 
long anrt deplorably felt by the American go
''ernment. Immense quantities of naval and 
military stores, which had, from time to time, 
been collected at that depot; the frames and 
timbers which l1ad been prepared for the con
struction of l·essels of war, and the rigging and 
armaments which had been fon·rarded thither for 
their fitia) equipment; as well as all the army
clothing, can1p-eq uipage, pro,·ision , ammuni
tion, and implements of war, which had been 
previously captured from the enemyt would 
have fa1len into hi hands. The destruction of 
the batteries, the ship then on the stocks, the 
extensive cantonments, and the public arsenal, 
would ha\'e retarded the building of another 
naval for«?e; and that which was already on the 
lake in separate detachments, could haYe been 
intercepted, in its attempt to return, and might 

• Sir Gcorge's General Order, dated Kingston, .May 30th. 

t These '"'ere destroyed !Jy lit:utcnant Chauncey. 
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have been captured in detail. The prize· vessel 
which lras then lJing in the harbor, and whicl;l 
had been taken by the Americans, and the two 
United States' schooners, would have been 
certainly re-captured, and the whole energies of 
the American government, added to their most 
vigorous and un\-l-·earied struggles, might never 
again ha-re attained any prospect of an ascen
dancy on the lake. As it proved, however, all 
the~e impending evils were averted, and the 
wisdom of the commanding officer, and the in
-vincible firmness of those of his troops, ·who 
withstood the brunt of the action, converted 
that event into a splendid victory, which would 
otherwise ha·re been an irretrievable disaster.''* 

So, it was nut the imbecility of the British, 
but the " wisdom" of the American, "com
manding officer," that sa,·ed Sackett's Harbor; 
not the orders of sir George Prevost, but the 
" im·incible fimness" of American soldiers, that 
compelled the gallant colonel Young and major 
Drummond to retreat, with their men, to the 
boats.- -e l1ave no right, however, to find 
fault with the Americans, for considering as 
glorious to themseh-es, an event n·hich it would 
be idle to say was not, in a high degree, dis
graceful to us. 

* Sketches of the 'Var, p. l47. 

VOL. I. N 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Renewal of the American north-western ar·mg
Alliance in this quarter between the Americans 
and lndiam-Advantages reaped by the enemy 
from sir George Prevost's armistice-Destruction 
of Indian towns-Scalping anecdote-Character 
of ihe Kentucl.:ians-Skirmish at Frenchtown
Colonel Proctor's an·ival from Detroit-Battle 
of the river Raisin-Surrender of genn·al Win
chester and the left wing of tlte A me1·ican army 
-Gross mis-statements of tlze Americans cor
rected-Return of colonel Proctor to Sandwich 
-Augmentation of the American ,·£gh.t wing, 
under general Harrison-His entrenchment at 
Fort-~leigs-Arrival of colon..el Proctor from 
Amlterstburg-Colonel Dudley's attack upon 
the British, batteries-Defeq,t and capture of the 
American.s-Colonel Proctor's reduced force
His return to Sandwiclt. 

WE must now transport the reader from the 
confines of the St. Lawrence to the strait con
necting Lakes Erie and Huron, the scene of ge
neral HulJ's early discomfiture. No sooner had 
intelligence of that event reached Washington, 
t han the renewal of the north-western army, 
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and the recovery of the surrendered territory; 
becam~ o 1e of the first objects of the American 
government. A report, industriously spread, 
that the inhabitants of Michigan " were now 

governed by an authority too rigorous to be 
compatible with those notions of liberty inspired 
by the genius of their own constitution, and 
were a\vaiting the expected succour from their 
friends, witlt the deepest anxiety,"~ hastened the 
collection of a new army, which soon outnum
bered the old. A brigade of Ohio volunteers, 
a·· second of Virginians, and a third of Ken:. 
tuckians, also 2000 Pennsylvanian volunteers, 
and the 17th United States' regiment, were, by 
the early part of September, in full march from 
different points towards the l\1iami rapids, the 
place which had been assigned as the general 
rendezvous. 

This army was aften,·ards divided into two 
wings; and the command of one given to major
general Harrison; of the other to major-general 
\Yirichester. By way of fleshing the troops, 
they were sent against the numerous tribes of 
Indians scattered over the uncultivated parts of 
the north-western country. The dPmi-barba
rous Kentuckians~ in particular, pillaged the 
provision grounds, and destroyed the towns 
and their inhabitants, with relentless fury. 

1\otwithstanding the apparent squeamishm~ss 

*Sketches of the War, p. 54. 
N 2 
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of the United States' government, about accept· 

ing the aid of the ''wages, we are told of " ar

rangements having been made between general 

Harrison and the executive government, which 

authorized him to employ them;"* and accord:

ingly, the services of the renowned chief Logan, 

and of 700 warriors, were accepted, but merely 

in consequence, it is carefully added, '' of their 

desire of being taken into the service."-This 
happened in the early part of September, 1812; 

yet Mr. l\1adison's speech to congress, dated Qn 

the 4th of the &ucceeding November, and in 

which he notices the accumulating force under 

brigadier-general Harrison in the north-west, 

contains the following charge against the Bri

tish:-'' A distinguishing feature in the opera

tions which preceded and followed this ad verse 

event," (general Hull's surrender,) " is the use 

tnade by the enemy of the merciless sa\'agttb 

under their influence. \lhilst the benevolent 

policy of the l nited States inrariably recom

Juended peace, and promoted civilization, t 
among that wretched pori ion of the human race, 

and was making exertions to dissuade them from 

taking either side in the ·war, the enemy has not 

scrupled to call to his aid their ruthless ferocit)·, 

armed with the horrors of those instruments of · 

carnage and torture, which are known to spare · 
. I " nett 1cr age nor sex. 

* Sketches of the 'Var, p. ;i8. t Sec p. 63 . 
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Immediately after the capture of Detroit and 
the l\lichigan territory, colonel Proctor, pur
suant to directions he had received from major
general Brock, prepared to send captain M uir, 
with a detachment of troop~ and Indians, to 
reduce Fort- \\ ·ayne, on the Ohio frontier; and 
·which was then garrisoned by not more than 70 
men. But the colonel received from general 
Brock, by the orders of sir George Prevost, the 
notification of the fatal armistice concluded with 
general Dearborn. The f01·mer communicated, 
at the ~ame time, sir George's wish, that, al
though the armistice did not extend to general 
Hull's Jate command, it should be acted upon by 
colonel Proctor; who was also instructed to refrain 
from every hostile act, aud to restrain the Indians 
by every means in his power. This apparent want 
of vigor on om· part sent many of the Indians, 
highly dissatisfied, to their homes; and enabled 
the Americans to strengthen the whole of their 
north-western frontier, till then completely ex
posed ; as \Yell as to forward to their different 
posts ample supplies of stores and provisions. 

After relieving Fort-Wayne from the hostile 
attacks of some Indians led by the Prophet, 
(Tecumseh's brother,) or, as it is falsely said, 
" of the allied British and Indians," major
general Harrison determined to make the Indians 
feel those effects of the war, which their repeated 
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cruelties had provoked; and to convince them 
that the American troops were not so contemp
tible and degraded, as the Indians might con
clude them to be, from the surrender of the late 
eommander.in.chief on the same station."* The 
major-general, therefore, divided his force into 
scouting parties; and despatched them, under 
active and zealous officers, to massacre, burn, 
and destroy, the Indians and their towns. 
Through a sickening detail of several pages of 
Mr. Thomson's book, the destruction of nume
rous towns is pompously displayed, but the 
edit<,>r possessed too patriotic a spirit to att~mpt 
to describe the slaughter committed by his 
enlightened countrymen among those oppressed 
tenants of the woods,-'' the wretched people," 
whose ''civilization" the United States' govern
ment was so anxious to '' promote." 

The spirit of party is often a valuable friend 
to the cause of truth. 'rhile the democrats 
labored at glossing over, the federalists employed 
equal industry in rummaging· every dusty corner 
for materials that might expose, the odious mea
suret!l of the government. That they sometimes 
succeeded, appears by . the following- extract, 
taken from an old newspaper, published at 
Pitts~urg, in the United States: 

* Sketches of the w-ar, p. 57. 
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'' Pittsbm·g, JJfay 17, 1791. 
" \re, the subscribers, encouraged by a large 

~uhscription, do propose to pay lOO dollars for 
every ho ·tile Indian scalp, with both ears, if it 
be take1 between this date and the 15th day 
of June next, by an inhabitant of Allegany

eounty." 
"GEORGE W ALLTS, 
"ROBERT ELLIOTT, 
"WILLIAM AMBERSON, 
"ADAMSON TAUNHILL, 
" 'VILLIAl\1 WILKINS, junior, 
"JOHN IRVINE." 

Lest the world should imagine that a period 
of 21 years had wrought any other than a uomi
nal improvement in the civilization of the Ame
rican people, a general officer of the United 
States, employed against the Indians at the first 
of the war, inadvertently writes to a friend:
,, The ·western militia always carry into battle a 
tomahawk and scalping knife, and are as dexte
rous in the use of them as any copper-coloured 
warriors of the forest. Eight hundred toma
hawks have been furnished by the war-depart
ment to the north-western army."-Nay, the 
b~ttle of Brownstown afforded ample proof~ 
that this was actually the case.'* 

The preceding account illustrates a passage 
1n one of our three histories.-" The Ken-

* See p. M. 
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tuckians," says l\Jr. Thom~on, " were held in 
great dread by most of the Indian warriors, and 
the expression of ' Kentuclcy too much,' has not 
unfrequently accompanied their orders to re
treat, in the form of justification "* \re can 
now understand what is meant, nhen Mr. 
O'Connor extols the prowess of the '' veterans 
of Kentucky," and when l\lr. l\1adison boasts of 
" the benevolent policy" of the l1nited States. 

Major-general Harrison, like his brother
generals to the north ward, expres~ed a resolu
tion of quartering for the winter in one of the 
Canadian garrisons. His more immediate object 
was the recovery of Detroit. To etfect that, and 
the capture of Amherstburgt, abundance of am
munition, of ordnance and ordnance stores, and 
of provisions, had been ordered to Sandusky, the 
general's head-quarters. The two w mgs of his 
army had each taken a separate course through 
the Michig·an territory; and were to concen
trate at Presqu' Isle, preparatory to the com
bined attack upon Detroit. On the morning of 
the 17th of January, general \\ inclwster, com-
1nanding the left wing, sent forward to Presqu' 
Isle, at the aLleged solicitation of the inhabitants 
of French town, two detachments of troops, con
sisting, by one American account, of 11 compa
nies of regulars, by another, of 800 men,t under 

• Sketches of the War, p. 57. 

t Sec p. 48. t llist. of the United States, Vol. HI. p. 211. 
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the command of lieutenant-colonel Lewis. On 
the morning of the 18th, the two detachment · 
united at Presqu' Isle; whence colonel Lewi. 
1narched in the direction of Frenchtown, where. 
he states that he understood, '' an ad ,·anced 
party of the British and Indians, amounting to 
about 500," were encamped. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 18th. 
colonel Lewis's force, encountered, in the neigh
bourhood of Frenchtown, well-posted behind 
some fences, 30 of the Essex militia, under the 
command of major Reynolds of that corps; a~
sisted by a 3-pounder, to the use of which a 
bombardier of the ro.ral artillery, who was also 
present, had trained three of the militia. A band 
of200 Indians (Pottawattamies) accompanied th e 
militia-force. After a desperate resistance, in 
which, says one American editor, majot· Rey
nolds and his men several times intrepidly at
tempted to break the American line, the militia 
and Indians, without losing their gun, or an.v 
more of their party, than one militia-man and 
three Indians killed, retreated to Brownstown, 
18 miles from the scene of action. The Ameri
cans state their own loss at 12 killed, and 55 

wounded; a satisfactory proof that, notwith
standing their superior numbers, they had no 
great reason to boast. 

The American commander encamped upon 
the ground abandoned by major Reynolds; and 
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immediately prepared to maintain his position 
till he should be joined by general Winche5tter. 
That junction was effected on the 20th;'' when," 
says Dr. Smith, (for which we heartily thank 
him,) " their united forces formed a division 
1000 strong."* 

On hearing of the Americans being in pos
ses~ion of Frenchtown, (a villa~e about 26 miles 
from Detroit,) and that the junction of the t-n·o 
wings for the attack on Detroit might shortly 
take place, colonel Proctor moved forward to 
Brownstown, at which place he had directed hi& 
force to assemble. This force, consisting of 140 
rank and file of the 41st, and royal Newfound
la~nd regiments, a few men of the lOth veteran 
battalion, together with militia, Canadian sail
ors, and royal artillery, the latter having with 
them three 3·pounders and a st inch howitzer, 
did not a1nount to 500 white troops. To these 
were added about 450 Indians ; not more. t 

'Ve have American authority for stating, that 
the force under brigadier-general 'Vinchester 
amounted to 1000 men. These, acc01·ding to ge. 
neral Hauison's letter, t consisted of the greater 
part of colonel W elJs's regiment of United States' 

• Hiit. of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. ~11. 

t Sir Georgc Prcvost says 600, but he had received no re
turns, when he wrote his despatch covering colonel Proctor'& 

letter. 
t App. No. 28. 
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1nfant•·y, of the 1st and 5th Kentucky regiments, 
and of co lonel Alien's rifle regiment ; and were, 
in truth, the flower of the north-western army. 
General 'linchester, piqued at general Harrison's 
baring; been promoted OYer him, was anxious to 
engage, previously to any junction; the more so, 
as he had received certain information of the 
inferior number, and motley description, of 
colonel Proctor's force. 

Colonel Proctor advanced from Brownstown 
on the 21st; and, at day-dawn on the 22d, at
tac-ked general 'Yinchester at his encampment. 
The American right division, after a few rounds, 
retreated, and was almost ""holly cut to pieces 
by the Indians, who had been stationed ~n the 
reat· of the encampment. . The left division, con
sisting, by one American account, of 650, and, 
by general " -inchester's letter, of " about 400 

men," was stationed behind a breastwork; 
against which the British 3-pounders produced, 
little or no effect. Admitting the strength of 
gen~ral Winchester's left division to have been 
500 men, a number less than the mean of the 
two American accounts, how ridiculous appears 
Mr. Thomson's description of this battle. 
" Three furious onsets were made upon it" (the 
left division) " by the British 41st_, each of 
which was received with distinguished coolness, 
and each of which terminated in the repulse of 
the enemy. In the desperate 1·esistance which 
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was _made to the charges of this 1·egiment, 36 
of its men were killed, aud between 90 and 100 

wounded."• 

The American infantry and riflemen, advan

tageously posted as they were, proved excellent 

marksmen. Several of the British were shot, 

while stretched Qn the snow, disabled ; Qthers, 

although wounded, did not quit their ranks; 
others, again, returned to their duty, as soon ait 
their wounds were dressed. Such gallantry, 

although "repulsed" so often, must conquer at 

last. The whole of the left di,·ision sunendered, 

colonel Proctor says, "at discretion ;"t but, 
according to general \rinchester, "on condition 
of their being protected from the savages, being 

allowed _ to retain their pri\·ate property, and 

haYing their side-arms returned to them." t Had 

thiS~ been the understanding,, oue may suppose 
1 hat some writing would have been drawn up; 

but, indeed, general \Vinchester was not in a 
condition to dictate terms. Stripped to his shirt 

and trowsers, and suffering exceedi ugly from 
the cold, the American genera] was found by 
colonel Proctor, near to one of the lndian fires, 

in the possession of the 'Vyandot chief Round
head. The Indian had decked himself out in 

the general's great and uniform coats, waistcoat, 

and bat; and \·vas so pleased with his new dress, 

• Sketchrs of the War. p. 103. 

:t App. No. 27. 

t App. No. 24· 
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that the British commanding officer had great 
difficu1ty in persuading him to make restitu
tion. 

The whole number of prisoners, including 
those brought in by the indians, amounted to 
538. * l\1 r. Thomson states the killed and miss
ing at 297; and general Harrison, in his letter 
dated two days after the b. ttle, mentions that 
30 of the fugiti,·es had joined him. Thus we 
account for 11 iS more than l\1 r. T homson's'' 750 ;'' 
and there will be no diffi culty in accounting for 
the whole of doctor Smith's " 1000," if \Ye make 
allowance for those of the flying right division 
that escaped to rhei r homes, or were killed by 
the Indians in the woods, wi t hout being included 
in the returns. The only difficulty is, to recon
cile so small a number as 1000 men with gene
r:.tl Harrison' s statement, that the greater pa1·t of 
one, and the whole of three regiments composed 
general \Vinchester's force. 

The American official account is silent as to 
the strength of colonel Proctor's army, beyond 
that it was "greatly superior in numbers;" t 
but i\'lr. Thomson has found out that the British 
force amounted to 2100 men,t and doctor Smith 
has just saved himself from the charge of pla
giarism, .by lopping off the odd 100. There is 
no diffi culty in discovering how Mr. Thomson 

'¥: A pp. No. 25. t Ibid No. 27. 
t Sketches of the War, p. 104. 
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obtained his numbers. He gathered from sir 
George Prevost's letter, that colonel Proctor's 
combined force amounted to about 1100 men ·• 

' 
but, in his confusion, he did not, or in his zeal 
he would not, perceive, that the three companies, 
or, as he has it, the whole, of '' the British 41st 
regiment," were included iu that estimate. 
Knowing, therefore, that a full regiment gene
rally contains 1000 men, this shrewd historian 
adds that number to the 1100, and produces his 
2100. In his account of the British loss, Mr: 
Thomson is not so happy. He obtains from 
colonel Proctor's return, t "24 killed, and 158 

wounded ;" hut has the hardihood to say, that 
the loss sustained by the "41st regiment" is not 
included ; and this, although the very returns he 
bad in his hands numbered 15 of those gallant 
fellows among the killed, and 97 among the 
wounded. But :\'lr. Thomson has now the satis
faction of saying:-'' I am more than borne 
out in m.r as ertions hy the highly respectable 
testimony of the reverend S.S. Smith, D.D. and 
LL.D. and other literary gentlemen." True it 
is, indeed, that the authors of the '' History of 
the United States" say thus:-" The enemy ac
knowledg·ed a severe loss on their side. Of the 
41st 1·egiment, which three times charged the 
picqueted detachment under major Madison, 
and which was repul 'ed as often, 150 were killed 

*Seep. 186, Note t. t A pp. I:\ o. ~G. 
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a nd wounded." •-To rail at these l\I unchausen 
tale-writers, would be a usele ·s and an endless 
task: suffice it that we pursue them through all 
their wiles and turns; and finally, drag them, 
like culprits, before the bar of the public. 

The se\·erity of colonel Proctor's loss had re .. 
duced his number of white troops below the 
number of pri~oners taken. This and the mo
mentary expectation of general Harrison's ar
ri,·al with the right wing, determined the colo
nel to quit the scene of action on the same even .. 
ing, and retire to Brownstown. On this occa
sion, a few of the wounded Americans were un· 
a\'oidably Ieft at Frenchtown, in charge of the 
Indian department, as their surest protection, 
until a carriage could be sent to conYey them 
forward. Lnfortunately, a false alarm, that gene .. 
1·al Harrison's force was approaching, caused the 
individualsstationedasa p rotection to the wound .. 
ed Americans, to desert their charge; and some of 
the latter were, in consequence, killed by strag-. 
gling Indians ; but not by the main body , for 
that bad followed the troops. It is upon t his that 
the American" prints known to be friend ly to the 
war"t have raised a superstructure of calumny 
and abuse against the British character. . Vain 
were the efforts of the few federal or opposition 
editors to explain the nature of the case. We 
are declar.ed to have aided and abetted the 

*!list. of the United States, Vol. Ill . p. 213. t S::c p.l62. 
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Indians, in torturing and massacring defenceless 
Americans; and so well have the slanderers suc
ceeded iu their aims, that the bulk of the Ame
rican people still believe it to have been the fact. 
Our three historians, with shameless depravity, 
have copied into their pages none but the most 
violent paragraphs upon the subject; and one 
of them actually ushers his lies into notice with : 
" The fidelity of history will not allow them to 
be magnified."* But, out of all "the solemn 
affirmations" called in aid of so serious a charge 
against us, one officer only, and he in the militia 
service, has been brought forward. Mr. Thorn
son tell us, frankly, that " colonel Elliot was 
an American by birth, a native of Maryland."t 
He is described to have " long been notorious 
for his activity in exciting the savages to arm 
themselves aga1nst his fellow-citizens;" t and, 
in the present instance, to have promised his 
protection to, and then basely deserted, a young 
class-mate, his countryman. Admitting that 
this was an act " of the most unparalleled 
atrocity," it was perpetrated by a native of tbe 
United States: how, therefore, can it apply to 
" British officers" ?·-1\-Ir. O'Connor has acted 
more consistently. He describes colonel Elliott 
as " a British officer;" and, after stating the 
JlrOmise which the latter had made to his "old 

* Sketches of the War, p. 10-l. 
t Ibid. p. 106. 
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acquaintance,"- not " countryman". Mr. 
o•connor emphatically adds:-' ' These were 
the promises of the British ;-· let our country
men see how they ·were fulfilled."* 

It is but justice to general \Vinchester to num
tion that, when about to write his official letter, 
he expressed himself highly gratified with the 
attention which had been paid to him, his offi· 
cers, and the prisoners generally, by the British. 
That not a word of this appears in the official 
letter, can be accounted for only, by the suppo
sition, that the American government, for rea
sons of policy best known to itself, has sup
pressed the paragraph. 

The author of the '' History of the United 
States" is, as may be supposed, very severe jn 
his remarks upon our " employing the ruthless 
savages as auxiliaries in war, against a Christian 
people;" but, in his assertion, that "the govern .. 
ment of the United States rejected the proffered 
assistance of the Indians, the reverend gentleman 
is quite misinformed; for, we have already shewn 
that, nearly four months previous to the battle 
of the Raisin, a formidable Indian chief and his 
tr~be served as the allies of the United States. t 
It was with the greatest reluctance that the In
dian chiefs at the Raisi n acquiesced i n t he sur
render of the Americans ; whose dest ruction tl)ey 

had determined upon. Nothing induced them 

• Hist. of the War, p. 70. + ::>ec p. 180. 
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to relent, but the probability of general Ha~ri· 
son's immediate arrival. That the Indians, in 

general, do entertain an "inveterate animosity 

towards the Americans," no one can doubt, who 

has read of the tribes, and of the towns, that, 
from time to time, have been massacred and 

burnt by the " Christian people," during their 
33 years of sovereignty and independence; or, 
as the Indians would say, of usurpation of tlteir 
name and territories. 
- After the battle colonel Proctor marched back 

to Detroit; and thence crossed to Sandwich, 
to await the further operations of general Harri
son's division, which was stiH in the neighbour· 

hood of Upper Sandusky. General \rinchester's 
movement to Frenchtown, and the subsequent 

disaster attending it, were entirely subversive of 
general Harrison's plans, and rendered a new 

levy of troops indispensably necessary, towards 

fulfilling the important object in l'iew. From 
Sandusky the American commander and his 
army advanced to the rapids of the i\Iiami, ac
companied · by the ·whole of the artillery and 
stores. Here general Harrison commenced build. 

ing a fort, afterwards called Fort-1\Jeigs; and he 

also caused fortifications to be erected at Upper 

Sandusky, under the directions of an intelligent 

officet·. 
In the midst of these alleged precautionary 

measures for the protection of the troops and the 
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defence of the territory, detached parties from 
the American army were frequently'' indulged"* 
in short excursions, '' none of which resulted in 
any material advantage." In one ~xcursion, 

ag·ainst a party of Indians at Presq' Isle, general 
Harri&on himself commanded. The American 
historian has prudently drawn a veil over the 
manner in which his countrymen "indulged" 
themselves during these their '' frequent" visits 
to the Indian ,,illages. A great portion of general 
Harrison's troops were Kentuckians. They, 
above all, could appreciate the general's indul
gences; an~ having their passions heated almost 
to frenzy by what, they had been told, had oc
curred at the Raisin, these " Christian people" 
no doubt employed their tomahawks and scalp
ing-knives in taking of their less cruel-because 
less cultivated-enemies, a full measure of reta
liation. 

Towards the end of March colonel Proctor
received intelligence, that general Harrison was 
in expectation of considerable reinforcements 
and supplies, and that, on their arrival, he in
tended to commence active operations against 
Detroit. Resolved to try the issue of a contest, 
before 1 he enemy, already much superior in num
bers, gained a fresh acquisition of strength, 
colonel Proctor embarked at Amherstburg, on 
the 23d of April, with 522 regular troops, in-

* Sketches of the War, p. 108. 
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eluding the stafF and .other officers; and 461 
officers and privates of militia; total983 men. • 
After some delay in ascending the Miami, owing 
chiefly to the heavy rains that prevailed, the 
troops, with their baggage, stores, guns, and 
ammunition, landed on the north-side of the 
ri ver,in the course of the 28th ; and soon after
wards pitched their tents, near the scite of the 
old Fort-Miami, distant about a mile and a half 
from Fort-Meigs, general Harriian's head-quar. 
ters. By this time an Indian force of about 1200 
had attached itself to the British army. 

Fort-Meigs was situate on a commandiug 
eminence; mounted 18 guns, chiefly 18 and 
12-pounders; and was supplied with every ne
eessary munition of war. General Harrison had, 
. siace early in April, received intelligence, by 
t-wo Frenchmen, of colonel Proctor's intended 
attack; and, therefore, "was e\'ery day erecting 
fortifications of different descriptions,"t to de. 
feat his adve1·sary's plans. The number of Ame
rican troops in the fort it is not easy to ascer. 
tain; but we read of the 12th and 13th r~gi· 

ments, and of a body of Kentuckians, exc_lushe 
of general Greene Clay's brig,de, in hourly 
expectation at the fort. 

On the 1st of May, two 24, and three ~2-
pounders, one 8-inch howitzer, and two 5! inch 
mortars, were opened upon Fort-1\'Ieigs, from 

• A pp. No • .30. t Sketches of the War, p. 100. 
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the opposite bank of the river; but, altl10ugh 
260 shots fell during the day, no effect was pro
duced, beyond killing one, and wounding seven, 
of general Harrison's men. On the 3d, a small 
battery, consisting of two 6-pou.nder field
pieces1 and one of the .5} inch mortars, was con
structed on the south-side of the river, in the 
rear of the American fort. Both British batte
ries continued an ineffectual fire till the morn
ing of the 5th, when general Harrison ordered 
major-general Clay, then in sight from the fort, 
to land 800 men, or rank and file, on the oppo
site, or north side of the river, to storm the British 
batteries; while a sortie·, with 350 rank and file, 
was to be made from the garrison, for the purpose 
of_ capturing the two 6-pounders and mortar, 
af which had been stationed the two flank com
panies of the 41st regiment, and two compa
ni~s of militia, altogether, 260 rank and file; 
under the command of captain Bulloc-k of th~ 
41st. About 300 Indians had crossed the river 
with the regulars and militia. 

The American storming party, consisting, by 
the American accounts, of 800 rank and file, 
landed from the boats, in which, assisted by the 
spring-flood, they had descended the river ; and 
they" now resolutely marched up to the mouth" 
of the British guns, at which were stationed not 
more than 30 artillerymen and additional gun. 
ners from the 41st regiment; and these without 
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small-arms. This, in the American version, is 
" putting the British regulars and Canadian 
militia to flight."• The J\merican troops spiked 
the guns; and colonel Dudley, with about 400 

men, marched, by a neighbouring wood-side, 
to attack the British camp, leaving the remain
der of his party, under major Shelby, in charge 
of the captured batteries. Scarcely had colonel 
Dudley got out of sight, before up marched two 
battalion-companies of the 41st regiment, and 
one company of militia, in all, 180 rank and 
.file; commanded by captain Muir of the 41st. 
These gallantly attacked the American troops 
near the batteries; recaptured the latter, at the 
point of the bayonet ; and took as prisoners 
major Shelby, and 430 inferior officers and pri
vates; making, with 57 officers and privat~ 

found dead on the spot, a force of 488 men. 
Although this was an effort on the part of the 
British, certainly as brilliant as it was success
ful, it is but fair to state that, except about 
one company, the American force consisted of 
newly-raised militia; or, as ~Ir. 'fhomson, by 
way of compliment, styles them, of" ba·ave but 
indiscreet Kentuckians." 

\Vhile all this was going on at the fatal batte
ries, colonel Dudley and his detachment were 
.da·awn into an ambuscade, by a body of Indians, 
stationed in the woods. Here fell the colonel, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 111. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA 199 

a nd the greater part of his men. About l5Q 

effected their escape, and subsequently arrived 
at Fort-Meigs; and 42 appear, by th e t·eturns,• 
to ha\'e been delivered up to the British. It is 
surprising that the American historians, so mi~ 
nute on other occasions, should not have at .. 
tempted to enumerate their acknowledged heavy 
loss in prisoners. 'Ye shall see that they have 
not been forgetful of the few they took from us, 
on the opposite side of the river. 

This brings us to the sortie made by colonel 
l\1iller upon captain Bullock's small detachment. 
Mr. Thomson says: " He (colonel Miller) as .. 
saulted the whole line of their works, which wa& 
defended , as has since been ascertained, by 200 

regulars, 150 militia, and 4 or 500 Indians; and, 
after several brilliant and intrepid charges, sue~ 
ceeded in driving the enemy from his principal 
batteries, and in spiking the cannon. He then 
returned to the fort with 42 prisoners, among 
whom were two lieutenants."t 

Now, let us descend from figurative, to plain 
language. Colonel l\1iller's p~rty consisted .of 
a detachment of the 19th regiment, and some 
militia, amounting, at least, to " 360 men."t 
These, after a pretty · smart struggle, aided by a 
few well-directed shots from a gun which the 
gat·rison had the day previous turned in that 
dit·ection, succeeded in defeating captain Bul-

* A pp. No. 32. t Sketches of th(f War, p. 112. 
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lock's two flank-companies of the 41st, and in 
taking possession of one of the 6-pounders,
described as ''the enemy's principal batteries." 
After the Americans bad performed this exploit, 
in which they captured two lieutenants, one. 
serjeant, and 37 rank and file, they '' spiked 
the cannon." "\\'.bile doing this, and not before, 
300 Indians, and the two companies of militia 
who had been detached, joined the few retiring 
regulars. The men immediately re-ad,'aoced, 
and, in a twinkling, recaptured the monstrous 
" cannon." The tables were now turned; and 
colonel Miller and his men, after sustaining a 
severe Joss in kilJed and wounded, precipitately 
fted under cover of their batteries. Not a word 
df this appears in Mr. Thomson: unless we are 
to imply as much, from the gentle phrase,
" He then returned to the fort." The remain
der of general Clay's brigade, consisting of 
about 400 men, assailed a body of Indians in the 
wood, near to Fort-Meigs; and, says l\1r. Thorn
son, "would have been also drawn into an am
bush, had not genera] Harrison ordered a party 
of dragoons to sa])y out, and protect their retreat 
to the fort." • 

The British loss, during these operatio)ls, 
amounted to no more than 14 kilJed, 47 wound
ed, and 40 missing, or prisoners. The Ameri
c~n loss, as far as it could be ascertained by 

• Sketches orthe War, p. 11~. 
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tl~ir own people, amounted to 81 killed, and·l89 
wounded, besides the prisoners. We must not 
omit here to mention, that the famed Indian 
'\\"arrior, Tecumseh, buried his tomahawk in the 
head of a Chippeway chief, w~om he found 
actively engaged in massacring some of colonel 
Dudley's men. The Americans, as usual , 
greatly exaggerated the British force; of whioh 
not much mo1·e than half was actually engaged ; 
the remainder being at the encampment. The 
Indians, according to their custom after succe~s, 
retired to enjoy the plunder they had obtained 
from the captured boats. So that, of colonel 
Proctor's 1200 Indians, Tecumseh and abou t 
20 cl1iefs were all that were present at the close 
of the battle: by which time, also, it appears, 
" half of the militia,"• having their corn _ ~o 
plant, had retired to their homes. Thus situ
ated, colonel Proctor considered himself obliged . 
to raise the siege of Fort-Meigs. After re-em
barking his small force of regulars, and the 
whole of his ordnance and stores of every de
scription, he returned to Sandwich; there to 
await the expected reinforcements from the 
Niagara frontier. 

* App. No. 29'. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Critical situation of major-general Vincent's army 
-American army sent against it-Lieutenant
colonel Harvey's gallant proposal of a night
attarlc-lts adoption and successful result
Capture of the two American generals-Con
fusion and retreat of the American army-
Commodore Chauncey's return to Sackett's Har
bor-Sir James Yeo's attack upon tlte Ameri-
. cans at their second encampment-Arrival of 
the American army at Fort-George, and aban
donment of tlze detached posts-Surrender of 
colonel Barstler and 541 Americans to a subal
tern's detachment of the 49th-Colonel Clark's 
successful attack on Fort-Scltlosner-A lliance 
between the Americans and lndians-The latter's 
declm·ation of war against the Canadas-Gross 
1nisrep1·esentations of the Americans corrected
British plan for saving American prisoners in 
tlte hands of the Indians-Barbarous erperi
nzent made with British prisoners by the Ameri
can niajorChapin-Lieutena7'tt-colonelBisshopp's 
successful attacl.: on Black Rock-His untitnely 
fall-Capture of unarmed Canadians-Second 
captu1·e of York-Its defenceless slate-Destruc
tion of private property-A merican officers on 
parole. 

WE must now return to major-general Vin

cent, whom we left encamped at Burlington 
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Heights, distant from Fort~George about 50 
miles. The capture of York, and the Amel·i
can superiorit)· on the lake, rendered the situa
tion of this army extremely critical. The offi
cers and men were in absolute want of those 
nece saries, which they had been compelled, 
€ither to lea,·e behind at the evacuation of, or 
to destroy during the retreat from, Fort-George. 
Should the enemy approach in force too supe
rior to justify a battle, the British were without 
the means of carrying away their few field;. 
pieces, or even their wounded. Should, on the 
other hand, a battle offer the slightest chance 
of success, the quantity of ammunition, 90 rounds 
per gun, was too small to admit of perseverance 
in their efforts. 

Determined to drive the British from their 
position, or, if resolved to ·fight, to ensure their 
capture, general Dearborn, on the lst and 2d of 
June, despatched from Fort-George generals 
Chandler and Winder, with their two brigades 
of infantry, accompanied by colonel Burn and 
his dragoons, and by a strong detachment of 
artillery, having in charge eight or nine field
pieces, both heavy and light. On arriving, .on 
the morning of the 5th, at the vicinity of Sto
ney Creek, and within about seven miles of the 
British encampment, the Americans pitched 
their tents, in order to make further prepara
tions for attacking a force, of much less than 
half their numbers. 
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Lieutenant-co1one1 Harvey, at the head of a 
reconnoitring party, consisting of the light com
panies of the 8th and 49th regiments, advanced 
close to the enemy's encampment, and took an 
accurate view of his position. \\' ith a prompti
tude, as honourable to his gallantry as his judg· 
ment, the lieutenant-colonel suggested to major
general Vincent, in the strongest terms,. a night
attack upon the American camp. He had pian
ned the whole in his mind; and offered, in per
.son, to lead the advance. The object was; to 
throw the enemy into confusion ; and, if pos
sible, compel him to abandon his intended 
attack upon the British army. It was certainty 
a desperate measure, but British soldiers were to 
Jnake the attempt, and not to make it wou1d 
bring down the same consequences as a fa1lure,
the capture or destruct!on of generai Vincent's 
fo rce. 

The night of the 5th of June, as if propitious 
to the undertaking, proved one of the darkest 
that had been known for many years. Owing 
to that very circumstance, as small a number as 
could wel1 be employed, would, it was justly 
considered, co-operate with the best effect. The 
men had been kept under arms, awaiting an 
attack from the enemy, since early in the after
noon; and, at half-past eleven, as if merely to 
take up some new position accessory to the 
defence of the post, five companies of the 8th. 
and the whole of the 4-9th regiment, marched 
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out of camp. The number was exactly '' 704 

firelocks,''"' or, which is the same thing·, rank 

and file. 
Let us now pause awhile, till we have fixed, as 

accurately as may be, the number and force of 
the American army. The only assistance we 

procure from the American accounts, are the 

names of the regiments and corps. These con

sisted of the 5th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 22d, and 23d 

regiments of infantry, divided into two brigades, 

of, according to the lowest returns in an Ameri

can work, 1450 men each. 'Ve find 800 artil
lery mentioned as part of the Fort-George force: · 

admitting half only of that number, some of 

wlaieh were acting as light troops, to haye been 

rletached on this occasion, and adding the 250 

dragoons und.ei· colonel Burn, we have, for the 

force encamped at Stoney Creek, 3650 men; 

but a Boston paper of June 24, 1813, states the 

number at 4000 . . It becomes us, however, to 

be rather under, than over the mark; we will 
therefore fix the amount, in round numbers, at 

3500 Americans ; just, -without estimating 

the nine field-pieces,-five times the number 

of the British who, in the solemn stillness of 

the night, were fearlessly marching to attack 
them. · 

The ad \'ance of this determined band was led 

by lieutenant-colonel Harvey; and, at 2 o'clock, 

* App. No. S3. 
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the British regulars, with fixed bayonets, rushed 
into the centre of the American camp. The 
49th regiment, headed by major (now lieutenant
colonel) Plenderleath, charged some field
pieces; and one of the artillerymen was bay
onetted in the very act of discharging a gun. 
A body of Amet'ican infantry, stationed near the 
artillery, and composed, it is said, of the light 
troops and 25th regiment, fired a most destruc
tive volley at the 49th; but, instead of repeat
ing what might have changed the fate of the 
day, turned upon their heels and fled. On t_his 
occasion major Plenderleath's horse was shot 
unde1· him, and himself severely wounded. Ser
jeant F1·aser of the 49th, having captured briga
dier-general \\Tinder, now brought him as a pri
soner to major Plenderleath. The latter mounted 
the American general's horse, and lost that, also, 
by a shot, almost immediately afterwards; B_ri
gadier-general Chandler was taken, much 
bruised, under one of the guns. All this n·hile, 
the five companies of the 8th regiment, under 
major (now lieutenant-colonel) Ogilvie, who so 
distinguished himself at Fort-Georg·e, were deal .. 
ing destruction to the enemy's left flank, com
posed of the 5th, 23d, and 16th regiments. 

The utmost confusion reigned in the A merr
cao camp, and the troops were flying in e\"'ery 
dir-ection to the surrounding heights. The plan 
having fully succeeded, and it not being pru-



GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA. 207 

dent to let the Americans discover what a small 
force had so put them to the rout, lest tlaey 
should rally,and m·erwhelm their few opponents, 
the latter, ju t as day dawned, retired to thei1· 

cantonments; taking with them two brigadier· 
generals, one major, five captains, one lieute. 
nant, and 116 non-commissioned officers and 

pri\·ates, of the American army; also two out 
of four of the captured pieces of artillery, 
along with nine horses to draw them.• 

Owing to the extreme darkness of the night, 
each side suffered from friends as well as foes. 
Our loss amounted to 23 killed, 136 wounded, 
and 55 missing; t being almost a third of the 
party. The Americans admit a loss of 17 killed, 
and 38 wounded; but make their mi~sing 

amount, in all. to 100, instead of 125. General 
Dearborn's letter states that " colonel Clark'' 
was mortally wounded, and fell into their 
hands. This was not the case, but brigade. 
major Clerk was most dangerously wounded, 

and found on the ground by two stragglers, 
one a British, the other an American soldier. 
They carried him to a farm-house, where he had 
scarcely been put to bed, when an American 
guard arrived, and the officer inhumanly ordered 
major Clerk, bed and all, to be placed in a 
waggon, the jolting of which set his wounds 
bleeding afresh, and nearly terminated his life. 

* App. No. 35. t lb. No. 34. 
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One of the American accounts of the Stoney 
Creek business contains the following state· 
ment : '' Captain Manners, of that regiment, 
(the 49th) was taken in his bed by lieutenant 
Riddle; who, from a principle of humanity, put 
him on his parole, on condition of his not serv
ing the enemy, until he should be exchanged. 
An engagement which that officer violated, by 
appearing in arms against the American troops, 
immediat y after the recovery of his health."* 
This is a serious charge against a brave officer, 
now living. Thus it is answered. Close to cap
tain Manners, on the field, Jay a • ptain Mills, 
of the American army, still more severely 
wounded. The two officers agreed, and mutually 
pledged their honors, that, no matter by which 
party captured, they should be considered as 
exchang~d, and at liberty to serve again. Lieu
tenant Riddle soon afterwa1·ds came up; and, 
although he could not stay to bring· away even 
his friend, exacted a parole from captain Man
ners. 'rhen the American army subsequently 
fled, the two officers were found by the Britisb. 
The instant captain \j · lls recoYered fr m is 
wounds, he was sent by a fla to the American 
lines; and captain l\1 anners became, of course, 
exonerated from his parole. That an American 
editor should give insertion to any story, reflecting 
upon a British officer, is not a t all &trange. But 

* 8ke tchcs of the 'V ar1 p. 1 ~ 7. 
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it is so; that an American officer should have 

allowed three editions of 1\ir. Thomson's book 
to pass, every one containing so scandalous a 

paragraph~ . 
The American official account describes the 

704 regulars that performed this exploit at 
Stoney Creek, as " the whole of the British and 
Indian forces ;" ~ although not an Indian moved 
with the. _troops, and . those that had been left 

at the en~ampment did not exceed 20 oi.· 30. 

This Indian story was just the thing for l\1r. 
O'Connor. Accordingly, he says: ~'The army, 
on this occasion, has proved its firmness and 
bravery, by keeping· its positio.n in a night

attack, in which the yells of the Indians, mingled 
with the roaring of the cannon and musketry, 
were calculated to intimidate." t General 

Dearborn, next, pronounces " the enemy com
pletely routed, and driven from the fiel~ ;~' 

although he admits that,_ " by som.e strange fata
lity/' his two brigadiers were taken prisoners.* 
So boasted commodore Chauncey, when sir. 

James Yeo captured two of his schooners.t It 
is to the very circumstance of the absence of 
the two commanding brigadiers, perhaps, that 
we may att~ibute the general's want of inforf!la· 
tion on the subject. Who else, for instance, 
but some stupid corporal or drummer, could 

· * App. No. 36. + Hist. of the War, p. 98. 
i Jamcs's Nav. Occur. p. 298. 
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have told him, that they sent in a flag with a 
request ''to bury their dead." So far from that 
having been the case, the Americans ran away 
and left their own dead to be buried by the 
British. 

Really, the confusion that prevailed in the 
American camp, seems to have extended its in
fluence to the heads of the American historians. 
One editor declares, that the British, when tbev ., 
attacked, had " no musket loaded," and turned 
the captured guns upon the encampment; when, 
in truth, the British did fire thei1· muskets, but 
did not fire the captured guns; chiefly, in the 
latter case, because they had no m·tiHerymen to 
manage them. '' The dragoons charged upon, 
and completely routed them;"* says one editor. 
" The squadron of dragoons remained formed 
and steady at their posts, but could not act 
on account of the darkness of the night, and 
the thickness of the adjacent ll"oods ;" • says 
another. The last was the fact ; at least, nQ 
dragoons were encountered or seen by any of 
our troops. 

Although general Dearborn had killed major
general Vincent, l\'lr. Thomson declared he was 
only missing, and " discovered by his own 
people, in the course of the same day, almost 
famished, at the distance of four miles from the 
scene of action.'' t At all events, both. of th~ 
*!list. of the War, p. 98. + Sketches of the War, p. 136. 
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captured American generals dined with the Bri
tish general on the day of the attack, and were 
sent forward to Montreal that same afternoon. 
Amidst all their confusion, the three American 
historians agree in this, that the American troops 
behaved in the bravest manner; and that the 
British, although "superior" in numbers, '' fled 
in every direction." 

After the British had retired, and when broad 
daylight enabled the Americans to -see well 
around them, the latter returned to their camp; 
b ut only to destroy their blankets, carriages, 
provisions, spare arms, ammunition, &c. They 
then, '' having given up the pursuit of the 
enemy,"~ precipi tately retreated, or " fell 
back," gently, no doubt,-because the roads 
were scarcely passable,-to Forty-mile Creek, 
about 11 miles in the rear of the field of battle. 
lVI r. o~Connor says, a council of war decided 
that the army " ought to retire." Admitting 
the council was not long sitting, this was 
probably the case. At all events, when a re
connoitring party of the British arrived in sight 
of the field of battle, about eleven o'clock on the 
same morning, not an American soldier was 
to be seen, except the dead and the badly 
lVOunded. Several of the British wounded, and 
among them major Clerk and captain Manners, 
aga1n found themselves in the midst of thei r 

* Sketches of the \V a r, p. 137. 
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friends. The state of want to which our troops 
had been reduced, \l'as in a great measure re
lieved by the t;poils of the deserted camp. 

The American army re-encamped on a plane 
of a mile in width; its right flank on the lake, 
its left on the Forty-mile Creek, skirting the 
base of a perpendicular mountain. On the 
afternoon of the dav of battle a detachment 

J ' , 

consisting of the 6th and 15th L nited States' regi-
ments, and a park of artillery, under colonel 
James Miller, joined the army; as did, the next 
afternoon, generals Lewis and Boyd, the former 
of whom assumed the command. The army, 
at this time, must haYe ctmounted to upwards of 
4000 men. 

As soon as commodore Chauncey had ascer· 
tained that the Briti~h fleet was again in Kings
ton, he left the protection of his batteries at the 
head_ of the lake, and hastened to Sackett's Har
bor; there to await the launching and final 
equipment of the ship Genera] Pike. On the 
3d of June sir James Yeo, with his ~quadron, on 

board of which he had some clothing and pro
visions, and about 280 of the 8th regiment, for 
major-general Vincent, sailed from Kingston, to 
co-operate with that officer; as well as, ~y inter
cepting the enemy's supplies, and otherwise 
annoying him, to provoke commodol'e Chauncey 

to re-appear on the lake. 
At daylight on the morning of the 8th, sir 
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James found himself close to generr.l Lewis-'s 
camp at the Forty-miJe Creek. It being calm, 
the larget· Yessels could not get in, but the Be
resford and Sidney Smith schooners, and one or 
two gun-boats, succeeded in approaching within 
range of the American batteries. Four pieces 
of artil1ery were brought rlown to the beach; 
and, in less than half an hour, a temporary fur
nace for heating shot was in operation.* The 
fire of the British Yessels was then returned, 
the Americans say, " with full effect.'' They 
admit, however, that at noon on the day of sir 
James's appearance, the troops broke up their 
cantonments, and scampered off as fast as they 
could, having previously sent away a part of 
their camp-equipage and baggage in batte.aux 
to Fort-George; but this hasty removal, say the 
histerians, was owing to orders just 1·eceived 
from general Dearborn. The batteaux put off. 
Twelve of them, with their contents, were cap
tured by the Beresford, and the remaining seven 
were driven on 8hore and abandoned by their 
crew~. 

In compliance with the directions of major
general Vincent, sir James Yeo landed the de
tachment of the 8th, under major Evans, at the 
Forty-mile Creek, that it might join lieutenant
colonel Bisshopp, with the flank company of the 
49th, and one battalion company of the 41st, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 138. 
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wbich had arrived there from the heights. At 
about seven o'clock on the evening of the 8th, 
this advanced corps, numbering about 450 rank 
and file, entered the second deserted American 
~amp, where the men found, generously spared to 
the"m out of the conflagration of stores, 500 stand
ing tents, 140 barrels of flour, lOO stands of arms, 
besides a variety of other useful and necessary 
articles; also about 70 pri~oners. Nothing of 
this appears in the American accounts. The 
British ad \·ance, being now so "ell provided, 
encamped upon the spot, to await the arriral of 
the main hod y. 

Whether it was through the imbecility of the 

officers, or the fears of the men, the American 
troops, under general Lewis, fled in the utmost 
haste; having sustained a loss in killed, wounded, 
and missing, including desertions, (if we may 
trust the American newspapers,) of nearly 1000 

men. So apprehensive, indeed, were theyofbeing 
cut otf, that, instead of proceeding to Fort
George by the direct route, they marched round 
by Queenstown. The accounts they brought 
to general Dearborn, of the number and prowess 
of the British, led to preparations for defending 
that post, and to an immediate concentration of 

the detachments from Chippewa_y and Fort-~rie; 
nor was Fort-George, with the strongly en
trenched camp in its neig·hbourhood, although 
garri ~oned l>y upwards of 5000 Americans, 
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deemed a ~ituation of perfect security : there
fore, the bulk of the remaining baggage was sent 
across the river to l<"'ort-Niagara. ...-rhus, was the 
whole interior of the Upper Canada peninsula 
rescued from the ravages of an invading army, 
by a mere handful of B1·itish troops, ordered 
from their own camp at the bold suggestion, and 
led into the midst of the enemy's, by the j"udg
ment and intrepidity, of lieutenant-colonel 
Harvey. 

-"lajor-general Vincent, having been reinforced 
by the 104th regiment, had placed the advan~d 
corps of his little army under the command of 
lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp; who, about the 
22d of June, pushed forn·ard detachments, to 
occupy the cross-roads at the Ten-mile Creek, 
and at the Beaver Dam. One of these detach. 
ments, consisting of a subaltern and 30 rank 
and file, of the 104th, occupied a stone-house 
near to the dam. To reconnoitre, and, if pos
sible, to capture this force, lieutenant-colonel 
Brerstler, with a detachment of infantry, cavalry, 
artillery, militia and volunteers, numbering 673 
officers and men, was sent from Fort-George. 

At eight o'clcock on the morning of the 24th, 
colonel Brerstler and his party unexpectedly en
countered, in the woods, a body of about 200 

Indians led by captain Kerr. A skirmish en
sued, which lasted upwards of two hours, when 
the .American troops, dreading bei ng led into an 
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ambush, endeavoured to gain the wood leading: 
towards Lundy's Lane; but were unexpectedly 
encountered by lieutenant-colonel Thomas 
Clark, at the head of 15 militia-men, accident· 
ally passing in that direction. These immedi~ 
ate]y opened a fire, from the wood, upon colonel 
Brerstler's army; and compelled it to halt upon 
the open space of ground, ac1·oss which it had 
been retreating. Mr. Thomson, out of kindness 
to colonel Brerstler, has denominated these 16 
militia, "one company of the 104th regiment, 
and about 200 militia, in all 340 men:'? and 
declares, that even this force was continu~11y 
augmenting, and became, at last, g-reatly supe: 
rior. The colonel must have thought so too; 
for he sent to Fort-George, a distance of 16 

miles, for a~ i~mediate reinforcement. 
During the. retreat from the Indians, lieuten

ant Fitzgibbon of the 49th, baYing with him a 
srn':lll d~t~chment, consisting of a subaltern and 
46 rank and file, closed upon, and reconnoitred 
tbe. American troops. He stationed his men on 
an ex:ninence to the right of their position~ and, 
receiving information of the expected reinforce
ment from Fort-George, 1·esohed upon the bold 
measure of immediately summoning colonel 
Brerstler to sun·ender. This, lieutenant Fitz
gibbon immediately did, in the n~me of lieuten
ant-colonel De Hareu. l\Ir. Thomson has exerted 
himself to ~ave colonel Brerstler's character on 
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this occasion, by stating, that ''lieutenant Fitz. 
g ibbon informed him, on the honor of a Britieh 
£oldier, that the regular force, commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp, was double that of 
t he American, and that the Indians were at least 
700 in numbei~. Colonel Brerstler/' proceeds 
this editor, " trusting to the veracity of thP 
officer, fearing the impr.actioability of escaping, 
and being unwilling to abandon his wounded , 
agreed to terms of capitulation."* 

Just as these were drawing up, arrived majo r 
De Haren, who had been sent for by lieutenant 
Fitzgibbon ; and who brought with him about 
220 men, consisting of the light troops attached 
to tLe advanced detachment. The major put the 
finishing stroke tQ this admirable ruse de guerre, 
by affixing his name to the document surrender
ing lieutenant-colonel Brerstler, along with one 
-major, six captains, 13 neutenants, one cornct1 

pi)e surgeon, 25 se1je~nts, two drummers, and 
-!62 rank and file, as prisoners of war ; besides 
30 militia, intended to have been released o.n 
parole: making a total of :342 men. At the same 
time were also surrendered, one 12 and · one 
6-pou~der, two cars, and the colours of the 14th 
United States' regiment.t The amount of the 
American wounded in the affair· with the Indians 
no where appears; but, referring to the n.umber 
~f men sent on the expedition, either the loss 

* Sketches of the ~ar, p. 151. t App. No. 38. 
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must have been ga·eat, or several of the party 
had escaped previously to the surrender. 

The complete success attending this exploit, 
seems to have greatly mortified our three histo
rians ; one of whom had already boasted of" the 
terrifying effects of lieutenant-colonel Bcerstler's 
1ungs upon the British;" alluding· to the affair 
near Frenchman's creek.* \Ve cannot Jearn 
whether the American colonel did, or did not, 
open his throat upon lieutenant Fitzgibbon; but 
we require no stronger evidence than the former's 
"unaccountable'' t surrender, to be assured of 
this fact,-that a Stentor's lungs and a Cresar's 
heart do not always inhabit the same breast. 

As the American editors are very loud in their 
railings against us, because major-general Vin
cent refustd to ratify the last article of the 
capitulation; stipulating, that the tni1itia and 
volunteers should be permitted to return to the 
United States on parole, this may require an 
explanation. In the first place, the stand of 
colours of a militia-regiment was found con
cealed about the person of one of major Chwin's 
volunteers. In the next, these were recognized 
as the identical men who, led by their '' gallant 
comn1ander," had recently been pillaging the 
houses and carrying off the horses, of the Cana
dian inhabitants in the neighbourhood. In 
several instances, the marauder~ had actually 

if :;.cc p. 11-t. t App. No. 40. 
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forced from the frames, and carried away, the 
poor people"s wind?w-sashes. 

Early in July, major-general De Rottenburg, 
the late president of Lower Canada, succeeded 
m::~jor-general Sheaffe as president of the upper 
province; and, as such, took the command of 
the troops from the hands of major-general Vin
cent. l\lajor-general De Rottenburg, with the 
main body of the centre-divison of the army of 
Upper Canada, took his station in the neigh hour
hood of the Twelve-mile Creek, which is distant 
about ll miles from Fort-George. About this 
time general Dearborn, harrassed in mind and 
bod_v, very pr_operly resigned the command of 
the American northern army. General Lewis 
was next in succession; but, he having been 
ordered to Sackett's Harbor to assist commodore 
Chauncey in repai1·ing the defences of that for
tress, the_ command of Fort-George audits depen
dencies, as also of Fnrt-Niagara, devolved upon 
major-general Boyd. 

As a proof to ·what a helpless state this nume
rous army of in\'asion had, by its fears~ been 
reduced, lieutenant-colonel Thomas Clark, oft he 
Canadian militia, during the night of the 4th of 
July, with 40 of his men, passed over in boats 
from Chippeway to Fort-Schlosser; surprised 
the American guard stationed there; made 1.5 
prisoner~; and brought away a considerable 
quantity of flour, salt pork, and other pror isi{)ns; 
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also a bra&s 6.,.pounder, several stands of arms, 
some ball-cartridges, &c. 

Early in the same month, the American go .. 
vernment threw off the mask, and epenly called 
to its aid, upon the Niagara, as it had before 
done upon the north-western fmntier, '' the 
ruthle~~ ferocity of the merciless savages."• 
"The characteristic mildness of American man .. 
ners" t here underwent a surprising change; 
for which every one of our tLree editors has in .. 
vented, what he no doubt conceives, an adequate 
apology. Mr. O'Connor declares it was " the 
invasion of New York by the British" t that gave 
rise to the measure; thus tacitly admitting, that 
general Hull's invasion o.f l lpper Canada, for 
which he had been preparing long previous to 
the declaration of war, justified our emploJment 
of the Indians.. ~h. Thomson says, it was done 
'' by way of intimidating the British and In
dians, and of pre\-·enting a recurrence of their 
barbarities:" § and he has taken care to be pro"! 
"·ided with a flagrant case in support of his posi
t i01~. The clergyman is of opinion, that the 
Indian modes of warfare are not so m.uch the 
objects of terror, as of horror; and declares 
that o~:tr employment of the Indians ''rendered 
it expedient for the Americans to incorporate in 
their armies, the same kind of force, in order to 

* Seep. 180. + Hist. of the tT nited States , Vol. HI. p. 238 •. 

t Hist. of the War, lOo. ~ Sketches of the War, p. 153. 
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rounteract the habitual stratagems of the savages, 
and defeat their insidious hostilities.''* But this 
''fair and candid·apolog·y for the procrastinated 
alliance"* equally existed previous to the 4th of 
November, 1812; at which time '' the use made 
by the enemy of the merciless savages under their 
influence rendered it expedient" for Mr. l\'Iadi· 
son to declare, that he " was making exertions 
to dissuade them from taking either side in the 
war."t The fact is, the American government 
'"'·ould have emploJed the Indians at ihe com
mencement of hostilities, could it haYe held out 
to them any reasonable hopes of conyuest or 
plunder, sufficient to overbalance that ''deadly 
animosity which they felt towards the Ameri
cans," for reasons best known to the latter. The 
capture of York, and the possession of the forts, 
George and Erie, gave an air of reality to the 
boastings of the American generals ; and the 
" Six Nations of Indians," described as '' the 
Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagoes, Senecas, 
Cay,ugas, and Tuscororas," or rather, a few 
stragglers from some of these nations, were 
persuaded to declare wa~ against the provinces 
of Upper and Lower Canada. 

In justice to the Indian character, we are 
bound to mention that, when our wise statesmen, 
at the peace of 1783, stipulated, by treaty, to 
surrender to the Americans the whole of the 

"'Hist. ofthe United States, Vol. Ill. p. 238. + Seep. 18(}, 
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Indian country, all the Mohawks, and a part of 
the o.ther five nations, abandoned their posses
sions; and, faithful to that alliance with us 
which they have never violated, settled in Uprer 
Canada. 

Mr. O'Connor has kindly favored us with the 
following 

" DECLARATION OF WAR, 

BY THE SIX NATIONS OJ:t' INDIANS. 

" We, the chiefs and councillors of the Six 
Nations of Indians, residing in the State of New 
York, do hereby proclaim to all the war-chiefs 
and warriors of the Six ~ations, that war is de
clared on our part, against the provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada. Therefore, we do 
hereby command and advise all th~ war-chiefs 
to call forth immediately the warriors under 
them, and put them in motion, to protect their 
1·ights and liberties, which our brethren, the 
Americans, are now defending. 

" BY THE GRAND COUNCII .. LORS." 

Those who are acquainted with the language 
used in an Indian talk, can have no difficulty 
in guesing at the authors of this important state
paper, signed " by the great councillors." "\l' e 
could wish that equal publicity had been give~;~ 
to " the special covenant," by which, says 
doctor Smith, " the warriors of the Six Nations 
bound themselves to abstain ti·om that barbarity 
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towards the wounded and the dead, so congenial 
with their national habits, and so revolting to 
our civilized ideas." 

The above declaration, although without a 
date, '' issued immediate I y after the invasion of . ' 

the state by the British;" and the first invasion 
of New York, the state in question, occured, as 
the reader knows, on the 22d of Februa1·y. * 
Supposing, however, that the fouTth act of inva
si-on, colonel Clark's affair at Schlosser, gave 
im1nediate rise to the declaration; it must have 
issued on the 5th of July; and, therefore, .could 
not have been occasioned by a case of barbarity, 
that, according to the re1ater, took place three 
days afterwards. Having rtc.tified this mistake 
of Mr. Thomson, we shall now proceed to 
investigate his details of the affair itself . . He 
states that on the 8th of July, lieutenant 
Eldridge, of the 13th regiment, was ordered to 
the support of the American outposts, with a 
small detachment of 39 men ; and that his 
impetuosity "led him into a thick woorl, where 
a superior force of the British and Indians lay 
in ambush, and that, after an obstinate but 
fruitless struggle; his party were entirely de
feated, five only out of the whole number escap
ing. All the prisoners, including the wounded, 
were then inhumanly murdered, and their per
sons treated in so barbarous a manner that the 

* Seep. 136. 
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most temperate recital of the enemy's conduct 
may, pe~haps, scarcely obtain belief. The 
sam~ en~my," proceeds Mr. Thomson, " who 
had J~mg ago implored the mercy of the Ameri
can officer to be extended to his British . pri" 
soners, now fell upon the defenceless captives of 
his p~rty, _and scalped their heads whilst they 
were yet alive, split open their sculls with their 
tomahawks, tore their hearts out of their bodies, 
and stabbed and otherwise mutilated them. 
Lieutenant Eldridge was supposed to have ex
perienced the same treatment. The inhabitants 
oft he neighbourhood having informed the garri
son that he had been led, wounded, into the 
woods, bttween two Indians, a flag was sent out 
on the next day, to ascertain his fate; which 
soon after returned with an answer, that lieu
tenant Eldridge, having killed one of the Indian 
chieftains, the warriors of his tribe had retaliated 
this supposed act of treachery, by putting him 
to instant death. But this reply was ascertained 
to have been a subterfuge of the enemy, to evade 
the necessity of accounting for a prisoner w·ho 
\-l'as known to have been taken alive." * 

\Ve have g·iven this statement at length, for 
the purpose of shewing to what a pitch of horrid 
falsehood the malignant feelings of an· American 
hi~torian can lead him. The reader wilJ be -gra
tified to know, that not a British iudi,·idual was 

tr: Sketches of the ' " ar, p. 153. 
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present when this American invading party was 
surprised. Even l\lr. O'Connor, the zealoUi 
Mr. O'Connor, confirms the fact. He explicitly 
states, that the lieutenant " unexpectedly found 
himself surrounded in the wood by Indians, who 
opened a deadly fire upon his little corps."• The 
word "Britith'' no where appears in the account; 
nor even ·the expression " the enemy," so art
fuUy inserted in Mr. Tbomson's statement. We 
can gather from the '' answer" returned, that 
the American lieutenant, after he had surren
dered, took an opportunity to kill'' one of the 
Indian chieftains;'' and, for that '' act of trea
chery," was, very properly, put to "instant 
death." This is designated in Mr. Thoinson's 
Index to a work purporting to give ''Sketches of 
the late " ' ar between the United States and 
Great Britain,''--.'' Massacre of lieutenant Bid• 
ridge.'' Doctor Smitlt's entire silence upon the 
subject, satisfies us of l•is having received from 
some of his friends, the most satisfactory assur
ances, that the British did not in any shape parti- 
cipate iu !VIr. Thomson's " too wdl authenti
cated'.' charge against them. 

The real case, indeed, was this. Some medi
cine.;stores, of which the British were in imme
diate want, having been, upon their retreat from 
Fort-George, concealed in a spot, now close to 
an Ameri~an outpost, the Indian, chief, Black 

* Hist. of the \V ar, p. 106. 
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B.ird,_ volunteerd, with 150 warriors., to bring 
them to the British camp. While perfonning 

. -~is ilaportaut serrice, he encountered, and cap . 

. t.und, ~ieuteaant Eldridge and his party. :Ko 
*KlRer ltad the American lieutenant surrendered, 
than he drew forth a. concealed pistol, and shot 
~ne of the chiefs tkrough the head. The officer's 
life fell a sac:riice to his treachery ; nor, can we 
wonder, if few of his men escapetl to tell the 
tale. 

This is the proper place to put the reader in 
po~;sessioa of a f&e , that will show hou• the Bri
tish o•ers felt and acted, in reference to · tbe 
eruel manAer ia w bich the J ndians were wont to 
treat tlteir prisoners. A committe~ at the head 
of which was major-geaeral Vincent, sat early. ia 
18.13, to devi~ the best means of putting an i!nd 
to such barbarities; aDd finally resolved to .pay 
to the lntlians 10 dollars for every American 
prisoner t&ey brought in alive. This proceed
ing was afterwards san~tioned by the prince 
regent. lp the meanwhile, the British officers 

generally C4f,rried about them a sup-ply of dollars, 
to enable them to put in practice so laudable a 
plan. Some account of the resolution appeared 
in a Boston paper; but none of the numereus 
Americans, officers as well as privates, lvhose 
lives and persons were saved in consequence, 
1)eem tQ have communicated any particulars to 
the furbishers of t~eir exploits. 
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" Of the influence of a culti,·ated people," 
says doctor Smith," whose manners and religion 
the savages res:pect, to induce them to resign 
their inhuman treatment of their prisoners, ma
jor Chapin gave an instructi\'e example, imme
diately aftet· uniting his force with the warriors 
of the Six Nations. A corps, composed of volun
teer militia, and of these Indians, had completely 
put to the rout a party of the enemy in the vi
cinity of Fort-George. In a council held before 
the conflict, (for all things among them must be 
done by common consent,) the Indians, by his 
adl·ice, agreed among· themselves, besides the 
obligation of their general treaty, which they 
recognized, that no one should scalp or toma
hawk prisoners, or employ towards them any 
species of savage inhumanity. Accordjugly, 
after the battle, sixteen wounded captives were 
committed solely to their management; when, 
go,·erned ·by a sacred regard to their covenant, 

. and the benevolent advice of their commander, 
they exhibited as great magnanimity towards 
their fallen enemy , as they had shown bravery 
~gainst their warring foe in battle."* 

\Vhat could have possessed this American edi
tor, when he,-and he alone has,-promu]gated 
th~ fact? So, 16 British captives. writhing 
under the anguish of their yet bleeding wounds, 
were, by the orders of an American officer, 

• History of the United S ~tcs, Vol. Ill. p . 239. 
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"committed solely to the management" of a 
party of hostile Indians; to determine, by way of 
@Xperiment, whether those '' ruthless savages," 
t hat "faithless and perfidious race," would listen 
to the "advice" of their civilized " brethren/,. 
and '' impose any restraints upon their known 
babits of warfare;" or, whether they would 
scalp and otherwise torture their 16 cap
t ives as might best serve to glut " their demo
niaa thirst of blood.'' Even could the forbear
ance of the Indians have been religiously relied 
on by the American officer, what right had he 
t hus to sport with the feelings of his prisoners?. 
-Happily, amidst all that has been invented by 
t he l1irelings of the American government, to 
rouse the passions of the people, and gain over 
on their side the good wishes of other nations, no 
British officer stands charged with a crime hal f 
so heinous as that recorded to ha,·e been com
mitted by the American major Chapin. 

Following up colonel Clarke's exploit, lieut-e
nant-colonel Bisshopp, taking with him, early on 
the morning of the 11th July, 20 of the royaJ 
artillery, 40 of the 8th, or king's, lOO of the 
41st, and 40 of the 49th regiments; also about 
40 of the 2d and 3d Lincoln militia,• amount~ 

ing, in the whole, to 240 men, crossed the 
Niagara, below Black Hock; and moved up with 
great rapidity to the attack of that post. Tno 

• App. No. 41. 
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hundred American militia who had been sta
tioned there, immediately fled; and the British 
took possession of the batteries, upon which 
eight guns were mounted. Four of these, 
two 12, and two 6-pounders, the British spiked; 
and they brought away one 12, and two 
9-pounders. 177 muskets, some ammunition
kegs, round and case shot, • a considerable 
quantity of army-clothing, and other stores; 
also about 180 barrels of provisions, and seven 
large batteaux and one scow, in which the stores 
and provisions were contained. t The British 
likewise burnt a large schooner, and the block
house and barracl\s in the navy-yard, as well as 
those in the great battery.+ " While the main 
body," says the Bujfaloe Gazette of July 13, 
' 'was employed in thus disposing of the public 
p roperty, a party entered many house-s in the 
,,illage ; but we have not ascertained that they 
committed any outrages on private property." 
None of the American historians have thought 
it worth their while to record this fact. 

Unfortunately, our troops were allowed to 
remain on shore longer than was prudent. A 
strong reinforcement of American regulars-, 
militia, and Indians, under general Porter, 
arrived; and poured a destructive fire upon the 
British, as they were retiring to their boats. In 
consequence of this, we lost 15 men killed; lieu-

• App. No. 43. t Ibid. No. 44. t lbid, No. 41. 
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tenant-colonel Bisshopp, captain Saunde~;s, and 
a lieutenant of the 41st, also 15 other officers and 
men, wounded. The gaUant lieutenant-colonel 
.Bisshopp had received three wounds; and died 
shortly after he .returned to the Canada side. 
He was a promising young officer; not more 

than 'J7 years of age ; and of a most amiable 
J>rivate character. The American loss was three 
){illed, and fh·e wounded. All the . boats got 
clear off; but the British were compelled to 
leave behind, eight of their killed, and about 
six of their wounded, including captain Saun.
ders. " Our savage friends,'' says the Buffaloe 
editor, " expressed a desire to scalp the dead, 
but . were prevented." Here, then, it required 
some stronger arguments than '' the influence 
of a cultivated people," " the advice of · an 
American officer," or '' the obligation of their 
general treaty," to restrain the Indians from 
committing their usual barbarities. Doctor 
Smitl1, having, in imitation of his brother his

torians, omitted to notice this fact, has had no 
occasion to rack his brains for an explanation. 

The new American ship General Pike being 
completely equipped, and manned with a nu .. 
tnerous m·ew, about 120 of whoin had recently 
anive.d from the Constitution, and the remainder 
from other ships lying in the Atlantic ports, 
commodore Chauncey, on the 26th of July~ 
aga•n appeared on the ·lake. His fleet new 
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consisted of 14 vessels, of the united bnrthen of 
2721 tons; mounting altogether 114 guns, and 
manned with 1193 seamen.• At this time, sir 
James Yeo, with his fleet, which was just one
third itiferior to Chauncey's,t was lying in 
Kingston, and had its movements watched by 
two of the American schooners, stationed off 
Sackett's Harbor. Commodore Chauncey's first 
object was the destruction of a depot of storeJi 
and provisions at Burlington Heights. For that 
purpo, e, he took on board at Niag-ara "about 300 
regulars," t under lieutenant-colonel ·scott, ac
cording to sir George Prevost, "an unexchanged 
prisoner of war on his parole;"§ and, on the 
mornjng of the 30th, 1anded the troops, along 
with a pat·ty of sailors and marines. But major 
Maule's detachment, which amounted to no more 
than 1!>0 rank and file, was voted to consist of 
" from 6 to 800 regulars, strongly intrenehe.i, 
and defended by about eight pieces of cannon;~ 
and commodore Chauncey re-embarked hia men 
and the troops, as soon as they had made ~ 
soners of some of the unarmed inhabitant• of the 
neighbourhood. 

Commodore Channcey was informed by the 
priSoners; that the whole of the regul•s sta-· ' 
ti01~ed at York had, since the preceding even;. 

* Jatp~~s Naval Occurrences, p. 298. t Ibid. p ~97. 
t Sketches of the 'Var, P·. 1&6. ~ App. No. 45. 

• Hiat. of the War, p. 110. 
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ing, marched to reinforce major Maule. Tltis 
intelligence, coupled with his knowledge that 
the York militia were still bound by the parole 
.which had been exacted of them by himself and 
general Dearborn, about three months previous,~ 
determined the commodore to pay a second visit 
to York. The public was not supposed to 
know these facts; and, considering the smaH 
number of troops engaged in the enterprise, a 
successfol att~ck upo~ the "capital of Upper 
Canada'~ would read well in the newspapers, an<l 
give . additional eclat to the measures of the 
go~'ern men t. 

Accordingly, about four o'clock on the after~ 
noon of the 31st, the two ships, Pike and Madi

·.son, and · the brig Oneida, came to anchor off 
York; while the nine schooners, with the troops 
under colonel Scott, reinforced by the marinei 
of the fleet, stood into the barbor, and disem
barked the whole at the garrison, as was ex
pected, ''without oppositioQ.''t The Ameri~ 
cans then marched boldly into the town;. of 
·which, jt being utterly defenceless for the rea-
son already given, they took quiet possessio!\. 
·They opened the goal, liberated the prisoners, 
and, among them, three soldiers confined fe¥" 
felony. They then proceeded to the hospital, 
an«l . parp~led the few men that could not be 
removed. The store-house~ of some inh.abit-

•Seep. 1411. t ~ist. of the Wa~, ~· 111. 
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nnts, called "public store-houses,"'* were next 
entered; and " several hund•·ed barrels of flour 
and pro,•isions" taken therefrum. About 11 
o'clock on the same eYeniug, the Americans, 
with their booty, returned to thei•· vessels. On 
the next morning, Sunday, they again landed ; 
and three armed boats went a short way up the 
Don in search of public stores. By evening, 
having captured or destroyed ,, nve pieces. of 
<!annon, eleven boats, and a quantity of-shot. 
hells, and other stores,"t the American troop!' 

and marines re-embarked ; and the fleet made 
sail for Niagara. 

Breaking parole is a serjous charge to prefer 
against a national officer; one, especially, so 
hi-gh in rank as a lieutenant-colonel. All lists 
of prisoners, made, paroled, or exchanged, must 
necessarily be transmitted to the commander
in-chief; and sir George had, on the 13th of 
November, 1812, by one of his aides de camp, 
entered into an agreement with major-general 
Dearborn, relative to prisoners of war: in which 
agreement it was particularly stipulated,
,, That prisoners on parole, of either part~·, 

should ·perform no military service whatever."'::= 
Even ·without this agreement, every officer, be
fore he receives his parole, engages his honor, 
not to bear arms directly or indirectly, until 

* Hist. of the War, p. 111. t Ibid. 
:j: Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. ~11. p. 197. 
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regularly exchanged. The follo\l'ing is a copy 
of the parole signed by lieutenant George Reab-, 
along with some other American officers, on the 
19th of November, 1812. 

" Quebec. 

'' We promise, on honor, not to bear arms, 
directly or indirectly, against his Britannic 
majesty, or his allies, during the present war, 
until we are regularly exchanged. We, like
wise, · engage, that the undermentioned non
com_missioners and privates, soldiers in the ser
l'ice of the United States, who are permitted to 
accompany us, shall conform to the same con
ditions.''* 

To the doughty quarrel between 1\'Ir. Presi
dent Madison and general James \\-ilkinson of 
the American army, we are indebted for some 
tuost important disclosures relative to paroled 
prisoners. The general yery candidly tells us, 
that lieutenant George Reab, a witness examined 
on the part of the prosecution at the general'i 
court-martial, held at Troy in the state of New 
York,- in February, 1814, deposed on oatlr, "That 
on the 24th of December, 1813, while a prisoner 
on parole, he received from colonel Larned, an 
order to repair to Greenbush, in the following 

words: 
" I am directed by the secretary of war, to 

• Wilkinson's Mcm . Vol. Ill. p.-·1"!17. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 235 

call in aU the American prisoners of war, on 
parole, at or near this vicinity, to their post, and 
that the officers join them for dt·illing, &c. You 
will, therefore, repair to the cantonments at 
Green bush, without loss of time." 

Lieutenant Reab further deposed, that he re
paired to Greenbush in pursuance of the order, 
and made no objections to doing duty: that oil 
general\\ ilkinson's arrival at " raterford, in 'the 
ensuing January, lieutenant Reab called upon 
him, and exhibited the order received froni 
lieutenant-colonel Larned: that general \Vilkin
son thought the order very improper, and after
wards issued the following order, dated '\\7ater .. 
ford, January 18th, 1814: 

"A milita1·y officer is bound to obey promptly, 
and without hesitation, every order he may re
ceive, which does not affect his honor; hut this 
precious inheritance must never be voluntarily 
forfeited, nor should any earthly power wrest it 
from him. It follows that, when an officer is 
made prisoner, and released on his parole of 
honor, not to bear arms against the enemy, no 
professional duties can be i.mposed on him, while 
he continues in that condition ; and, under such 
circumstances, every military man will justify 
him for disobedience."* 

Such are the principles upon which Mr. Madison 
conducted the late war !-Lieutenant-colonel 

* Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. Ill. p. 93.-
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Scott, although, perhaps, not one of those Ame
rican officers who, like lieutenant Reab, "made 
no objections to doing duty," in compliance 
with the shameful order of his government, did 
certainly give his parole at Queenstown, and yet 
subsequently appeared in arms, both at Fort
George and at York. It has, by British officers, 
been stated, that it was done in the belief that 
l1e had been virtually exchanged. Colonel (now 
major-general) Scott has been represented as a 
brave officer. To merit that character, he must 
be an honorable man; and would not, surely, 
have again unsheathed his sword, had he not felt 
himself justified in doing so. W~e take pleasure 
in mentioning, that lieutenant Carr, of the Uuited 
States' army, also a pri~oner at Queenstown, 
"declined obeying the order to perform duty, on 
the ground, that it was contrary to his parole:·* 
~This meritorious act being, as it would appear, 
an excepted case, enhances its value; and it 
ought to operate as a lesson to that gm•ernment, 
which cou]d thus stab the reputation of its 
officers, to faciltate the means of conquest. 

• Wilkinson'sl\{em, Vol. Ill. .r· 93. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Description of Lala! Clwmplain-Gross error 1-n 
the bounda1-y line-Garrison at Isle aux Noix
JVant of a naval fo1·cc-Early naval prepara
tions of the Americans-Capture of two Ameri
can armed cutters-Expedition to Plattsburg, 
Swan ton, and Cltamplain-town- American ca
lumnies refuted-Appearance of the British off 
Burlington- Commodore J.l1acdonough's cau
tious behaviour-Sudden n:duction of the Britislt 
naval force on this lake-] m mediate advance of 
the American ftotiila-Capture of a gun-boat 
and batteaux on the St. Lawrence-Rival fleets 
on Lake OntaTio-Sickness of the British arul 
American troops on tlu: Niagara:frontier-De
mtmstration upon Fort-George-Contemplated 
expedition against Montreal-Preparations fo.r 
it-Ala1·m of the garrison at Fort-George
American settlers-Departure of the expedition 
from Fort-George-Its d!fftculties, and an·ival 
at the point of rendezvous-Contemporary move-
ment of the British at the head of the lake. 

NEW scenes of border-warfare carry us to on·e 
of the North-American lakes, of which we have 
hitherto given uo de~ cription. Lake. Champlain 
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divides the north-east part of the state of New 
York from that of Vermont. It is about 80 

rvtJes in length, 18 miles in itR broadest, and 
little more than one mile in its na!'rowest part: 
its mean width is about six miles. At the north
end its waters are discharged by the Richlieu, a 
rive1· about 50 miles long, into the St. Lawrence; 
but the navigation is completely obsh·ucted by 
shoals and rapids. 

Lake Champlain belongs to the United States; 
the line of demarcation, owing to the ignorance 
or vusilanimity of the British cowmi~ioners em

ployed in 1783, intersecting the Richlieu, at the 
distance of several miles down its cour~ from 
the lake. The Canadians are, therefore, not 
only shut out from the lake, but from all water
communication with their own territory border
ing on Missisqui Bay, formed by a tongue of 
land to the eastward. This they fully expe
rienced, during the continuance of the se\·eral 
embargoes that pt·eceded the war; when the 
American gun-boats, stationed at the foot of the 
lake, prevented the rafts of timber f.-om being 
floated out of the bay, for passage down the 
river. And, in l\farcb, 1814, the Americans had 
in contemplation to establish, on Rouse's-point, 
at the entrance of the Richlieu, a heavy battery; 
that would have commanded the river, and 
blockaded the flotilla which we then thought of 
constructing for service on the lake. 
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The only military post possessed by the Briti h 
in the neighbourhood of Lake Champlain is 
IsleauxNoix,asmall island, containing only 85 
acres, situate on the Richlieu ; distant about 
10 miles from the boundary line, and about 40, 

across the country, from l\Iontreal. On Isle aux 
Noix are two or three well.constructed forts; 
besides several block-houses at the different 
assailable points. The garrison, in the summer 
of 1813, consisted of detachments of the 13th 

and lOOth regiments, recently anived front 
Quebec, and a small party of royal artillery, 
under the temporary command of major Taylor 
of the IOOth. * The only British armed vessels at 
t-his port were three gun-boats, which had been 
built at Quebec, by the orders of the late gove•·
nor, sir James Craig, and transported over land 
to St .• lolm's, a town on the Richlieu, about 
eight miles below Isle aux Noix. 

The Americans, with their usual foresight, 
had, soon after the commencement. of the war, 
armed and equipped some vessels for the service 
of Lake Champlain. On the morning of the 
1st of June, two sloops, or cutters, manned from 
the- American ships on the seaboard, and com
manded by lieutenant Sidney Smith, fo~merly 
of the.Chesapeake frigate, entered the Richli~u, 
and crossed the line, to display themselveto; to 
the British at Isle aux Noix. The instant the 

* App. No. 46. 



240 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

headmost vessel was seen from the garrisoni 
major Taylor ordered under ·weigh the three 
gun-boats, each having on board, besides her 
Canadian crew, three artillery-gunners. Soon 
afterwards the second American vessel came in 
sight; and the gun-boats .comrnenced firing. 
To aid them in an attack against so very supe-
rior a force, major Taylor left the island in two 
batteaux and two row-boats; and ordered their 
crews, consisting of a small detachment of 
troops, to land on each side of the river, and 
fire on the enemy, then within the range of mus
ketry. After a spirited action of three hour:J 
and a half, in n·hich we had three men wounded; 
one severely by a grape-shot, • and the Ameri
cans one man killed, and eight men wounded, 
the two United States' sloops, Growler and 
Eagle, manned with 50 men each, all of whom, 
except the killed man, were taken prisoners; 
and armed, between them, with hl·o Columbiadt 
IS-pounders, 10 long 6-pounders, and 10. 
J8-pound carronades, total 22 guns,~ fell into 
the hands of the three Canadian gun-boats, and 
their assistants on shore. 

These sloops were a most valuable acquisition 
to us, and their loss occasioned a proportionate 
mortification to the Americans. 'Ve can, the.re
fol'e, spare the latter the consolation they . 

• A.pp. No. 46. t J ames's Naval Occurrences, p. 5. 
~ App. No. 47. 
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derived from the bombastic accounts given of 
their capture. One editor says, it was effected 
by a detachment of the enemy, and " a number 
of gun-boats;" leaying the reader to fix, either 
10, or 50, according to the temperature of his 
patriotism. Another editor declares, that " four 
other gun-boats" came to the assistance of the 
first; but, like a zealous naval \Vriter, denie..s 
that the military contributed any thing to the 
capture; thus:-" They, (the two sloops,) how
ever, continued an incessant and heavy fia·e; 
and kept the enemy on shore at such a respectable 
distance, that their fire had no eflect. "'*'-\Vhat 
defence these vessels were capable of making 
may be gathered, not only from their weight of 
metal and number of men, as already described, 
but from their formidable state of equipment, 
as exhibited in the " Return of ordnance, 
ammunition, and ordnance stores," subjoined 
to major Taylor's letter.t Neither of these 
1 I-gun sloops carried more than 50 men, nor 
exceeded 110 tons ; yet each of them had on 
board more cutlasses, and more axes and 
boarding-pikes, than a British 18-gun brig,. of 
121 men, and 385 tons. 

The fortunate possession of these sloops, 
named, at first, the Broke and Shannon but ' . 
subsequently altered to the Chubb and Finch, 

*Naval Monument, p. 256. t App. No. 47. 

t J amcs's Naval Occnrr. p. 'l7 G. 

VOL. I. R 

• 
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suggested the idea of sending against the Ame. 
rican ports on the borders of Lake Champlain a 
combined naval and military expedition. No 
seamen being at this time at Isle aux Noix, 
and none to be spared from Lake Ontario, the 
commander of H. M. brig 'Vasp, then lying at 
Quebec, gallantly volunteered, with himself and 
crew, to man the two sloops and gun-boats, and 
try to provoke commodore Macdonough, at the 
head of his very superior naval force, to a 
struggle for the ascendancy on the lake. 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the 
intended operations along- the shores, about 1000 

officers and men, of the 13th and lOOth regi
ments, under the command of lieutenant-colo
nel 1\Iurray, inspecting field-officer of militia, 
embarked at Isle aux Noix on the 29th of JulY, .. 
in the Broke, Shannon~ three gun-boats, and 
about 40 batteaux provided for the purpose. 
1'he flotilla anived, on the next day, at the 
American town of Plattsburg; where the troops 
landed, and, after frightening""away, by their 
looks, about 400 n1ilitia, proceeded to fulfil the 
o~ject of their mission. They hurnt the state
arsenal, Pike's encampment, several block
houses, the extensive barracks at Saranac, 
(three miles oft',) capable of containing 4000 
troops, and every building belonging to the 
United States between the latter place and 
Plattsburg. After performing this labQriou~ 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AM E RICA. 2!3 

task, the troops re-embarked ; carrying away 
with them a quantity of na\'al stores, shot, and 
eq uipments for a large number of batteaux. An 
Albany (United States) writer states tl1e value of 
the public buildings destroyed at Plattsburg at 
33,300 dollars. A party of the British next 
proceeded to Swanton, Vermont, near the head 
of i\lissisq ui Bay: there they also destroyed the 
barracks and public stores, as well as several 
batteaux lying at the whal'f; and then re-em
barked. 

Ere we accompany the expedition to its next 
point of landing, it behoYes us to get 1·id of 
those ca]umnies which tl1e American editors 

~ 

hare heaped upon the British troops for their 
alleg·ed ill-conduct at Plattsburg·. Mr. Thorn
son contents himself with the general charge, 
as applicable to all the ,-isited towns, of our 
" comm1ttwg· every species of depredation 
upon the property of the inhabitants."* 1\Ir. 
O'Connor, aware of his forte, is far more 
explicit. He says: "The destruction of p1·ivate 
property was not limited to _such as they could 
eat, drink, and carry away, but furnitm·e, 
wh_ich could not be of any use to the plunderers, 
was wantonly destroyed; - tables, bureaus, 
clocks, desks, cupboards, and crockery, were 
cut and broken to pieces, and tbrown about the 
house~ : books and \-nitings were torn to pieces, 

* History of the War, p. 156. 

R 2 
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and scattered about the streets/'* This indus• 
trious gentleman next charges us with t!Xcesses, 
" enormous, cruel, and wanton, in a high de
gree:"* rape and ravishment fo1Iow; and then 
we are dismissed with the honorable epithets of 
" faithless ruffians, unprincipled invaders.''*' 

Of all the editors of " prints known to be 
friendly to the war,''t Mr. O'Connor, assuredly, 
deserves to be the best rewarded by the Ameri
can government. If he is not already provided 
for, we do most strongly recommend him to the 
president's notice. But for an accidental glance 
at an American newspaper, as we suppose, not 

" friendly to the war;'' we should IJat·e been 
puzzled to produce any answer to so serious 
a charge, beyond, founded on the positive 
assertions of the officers employed, the most 
unqualified negation. Of two writers from 
Burlington, distant 24 miles only from Platts
burg, one says: " \Ye have not heard of any 
private property being destroJed, and our ac
eounts are to a late hour last night ;"t the othPr 
says: " They have done no injury to private 
property."+ 

On the 3d of August a detachment of the 
IOOth regiment, under the command of captain 
El1iot, landed at Champlain-town, where the 
British destroyed two block-houses, and t~e 

• History of the War. p. 134. t Seep. 16~. 

t Bodon Paper, Aug. 6, 1813. 
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commissary's stores. This was done without 
opposition: as no troops were in the village, and 
the inhabitants remained qui -' t. On the day 
previous captain Ererard, with his own sloop, the 
Broke, the Shannon, captain Pring, and one 
gun-boat, • had proceeded off Burlington, an 
American post-town to the southward of the 
lake, distant 24 miles from Plattsburg. Mr. 
O'Connor says, the British fired into the town 
for some time, but that no considea·able damage 
was done ; also, that they, on the same even
ing, proceeded to Shelburne, four or five miles 
south of Burlington, where they burnt a sloop, 
having on board about 400 barrels of flour. 
After admitting that "the United States' troops 
at Burlingtou, under command of major
general Hampton, consisted of about 4000 
men," t Mr. O'Connor gravely tells us, that the 
general's " limited force did not justify his de
taching any part of his troops;" and, as if to 
hit the poor general still ·harder, adds, " the 
marauding enemy wisely retired, before rein
forcements could have arrived.'' t 

By way of apologizing for British vessels being 
allowed thus to traverse, in active hostility, a 
lake belonging wholly to the linited States, ~Ir. 
O'Connor says:'' Commodore Macdonough had 
not a sufficient number of seamen to man .his 

• App. No. 49. t History of the ·war, p-. 13~. 
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sloops, and would he highly reprehensible had 
he been defeated in an attempt to recover tbe 
ascendancy."* That commodore l\lacdonough 
had, however, no scarcity of seamen to com
plain of, may he infened from the prtvious 
statements on the subject in the American news
papers; the easy transit from New York to Bur
lington, where the commodore's vessels lay; t 
and, above alJ, from the fact of his having sent, 
to cruize on the lake, when he had no enemy to 
fear, two of his flotilla so plentifully, if not 
lavishly, supplied with " seamen." Captain 
Everard, on the forenoon of the 2d, appeared 
cJose off commodore l\1acdonough's position, 
and observed two sloops, similar in size and 
fo-rce to those he had with him," ready for sea," 
and another, somewhat larger, taking in her 
guns; also two gun-boats lying under the pro
tection of 10 guns, mounted on a bank lOO feet 
high; two scows mounting one gun each, as 
floating· batteries, and se,·eral field-pieces on the 
shore. \\"ithout the sloop that was equipping, 
the commodore had one gun-boat and two scows 
more than his one-armed adversary; :t: who, after 
approaching as neat· to the batteries as was safe, 

* Hist. of the War, p. 133. 

t Burlington is 1 !>0 miles from Albany; thence, down the 

"Hudson, it is 160 miles (performed by the steam-boats in 36 

hours) to New York. 

t Captain Evcrard had lost an arm, and is since dead. 
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stood out; and, not doubting he should provoke 
the American commodore to gd under weigh, 
captured and destroyed four American vessels 
under his yery nose. Vain were those gallant 
efforts. Too much risk would attend an en
counte•·; and American caution was not. to be 
entrapped. 

After a diligent search for some better excuse 
for commodore l\Iacdonough's forbearance, than 
was furnished by lVIr. O'Connor, ·we find one, 
consisting of three words only, copied into all 
the American histories of the late war that have 
passed through our hands. These three magical 
words are-" sloops of war;''* by which we are 
to understand, that the two late American sloops, 
or cutters, " Eagle and Growler_. "·r did, in a 
few days after they got into our possession, 
become metamorphosed into the size, force, and 
appea1·ance of'' two large sloops ot war ;"t and 
commodore Macdonough actualJy finds it con
venient, at a subsequent day, to confess himself 
the victim of the same delusion.§ 

Foiled in his hopes, and not wilJing to remain 
where his services would languish for want of a 
competitor, captain Everard returned, with his 
crew, to Quebec; leaving, in charge of the ''two 

* Sketches of the War, p. 165; and Hist. of the War, p.l33. 
+ Hist. of theW ar, p. 133. 

t N av. Hist. of the United States, Vol. I. p. 232. 
§ James's Nav. Occur. p. 420. 
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large sloops of war" and three gun-boats at Isle 
aux Noix, captain Pring and about 18 seamen. 
Judging of what a small British naval force at 
this station might have done, from what it did 
do, ~ho can refrain from wishing that the Wasp 
brig· had been broken up at Quebec; or any 
other means devised, so as to have retained 
captain Everard and his gallant ship's company 
upon Lake Champlain? 

Scarcely had commodore l\'lacdonougb been 
ap:prized of the final departure of his trouble
some visitor, than, with his vessels all of a 
sudden fully manned, he sallied forth from his 
strong position, and swaggered across the lake. 
Had this important event been communicated to 
the public In a blustering newspaper-paragraph, , 
no one, except an American, would have given 
it a second thought. But, above all things, who 
could expect it would have been made the 
subject of an official letter? For the honor of 
the cloth, we will suppose, that commodore 
I\rJacdonough was ordered, by the war depart
ment, to dress up a story,* that should calm the 
fears of the inhabitants around the lake, as well 
as enable major-general Ha~pton to keep his 
soldier~ within their ranks, preparatory to the 
great expe~ition on foot.. ,,- ~observe the word 
" advantage," as address~d t~ captain Pring's 
mighty. force at Isle aux Noix. 'Vhen the reader 

'~~ Appc.,u\~~2 No_. 50 •. 
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knows that, three weeks previous to the date of 
this most important official document, commo
dore Macdonough had under his command fom· 
sloops, such as !te would call" sloops of war," two 
gun-boats, and six scows, mounting altogether 
"48 guns,"* he will have no difficulty in deciding· 
·which party had an '' advantage'' to boast of. 

Quitting, for busier scenes in the west, the 
waters of Lake Champlain, our course up the 
St. Lawrence is arre5~ted by a little affair, for 
which the most cursory notice would have 
sufficed, had not the American editors, in com
pliment to their home-readers, conferred upon 
it a few embelli~hments of their own. On the 
15th or 16th of July, two boats from commodore 
Chauncey's fleet at Sackett's Harbor, each 
armed 'vith a 16-pounder,t and manned with 
50 sailors, besides 20 soldiers furnished for the 
occasi_on by general Lewis, were sent to cruize 
in the St. Lawrence. On the following day 
they succeeded in capturing a British gun-boat 
of the second class; carrying, by one American 
account,'' a 6-pound carronade," and by another 
'' a 24-pounder," along with her convoy, fifteen 
batteaux, laden with 230 barrels of pork, 300 
bags of pilot- bread, and some ammunition; and 
bound from Montreal to Kingston. The pri
soners taken, consisting chiefly of Canadian 
boatmen, are stated to have amounted to 67. t 
* N av. !list. of the U. S. Vol. I. P.• 'l33. t N av. M on; p. 262. 
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As soon as intelligence of this event reached 
Kingston, three gun-boats, commanded by 
lieutenant Scott, R. N. with a detachment of 
the lOOth regiment, under captain Martin, 
proceeded to intercept the American party, 
together with the captured gun-boat and 
batteaux. Lieutenant Scott, having ascertained 
that they had gone into Goose Creek., on the 
American side of the river, pushed for that 
place ; but the evening being too far advanced, 
it became necessary to defer the intended attack 
till the next morning. During the night the 
British were reiuforced by another gun-boat, 
and a detachment of the 41st regiment under 
1najor Frend. This officer now assumed the 
command; and, at three o'clock, proceeded 
up the creek, in the hope of gaining· the enemJ's 
·position by dawn of day. But it was soon 
discovered, that the Americans had removed 
higher up the creek, where the channel became 
~o nauow that the gun-boats ~ou_ld not use their 
oars, nor turn so as to bring their guns to .hear 
upon the banks. Their further progress up the 
creek was obstructed by large trees felled across 
the stream. In the attempt to remove these 
in~pediments, the British were tired upon~ from 
the two American sloops, and from a gun in a 
log-fort which the enemy had erected on the 
left bank, as well as from musketry fired out of 
a thick wood, on the same ~ide of the creek ; 
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the whole rendering the enemy's position a very 

strong one. 
A detachment of troops had been landed on 

the right bank; whence it was found impracti
cable to reach the enemy's position. These troops 
immediately returned, and embark~d in the 
sternmost boats, to cross over to the left bank; 
but, from the s·wampy nature of the soil, no fit 
place for landing could be found. The leading 
boat being exposed to a heavy and galling fire, 
and baYing so many of her crew wounded, as to 
check the fire of her gun, the only one that could 
be brought to bear on the enemy, the troops, led 
by lieutenant Fawcett, leaped into the water; 
and, carrying their arms and ammunition over 
their heads, succeeded in gaining· the land. Here 
they drove the Americans, and compelled them, 
with precipitation, to seek shelter within a log 
entrenchment; but their encreasing numbers, 
the natural strength of their position, and the 
impt·acticability of any co-opera~ion by the gun
boats, induced major Freud to order the re-em
barkation of the troops. The British lost one 
gunner, and three soldiers of the 41st, killed; 
a midshipman, 12 soldiers, and four seamen, 
wounded ; together with captain Milnes, one of 
sir George Prevost's aides de camp, who had just 
arrived from· head-quarters to procure intelli
gence of the expedition.. The American loss 
is no where . mentioned ; not even by Mr. 
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O'~onnor; who has the effrontery, however, to 
declare, that the British loss, in " killed alone, 
was from 40 to 60." 

Pursuing the thread of our military narrative, 
we again arri,·e at the western end of Lake 
Ontario. Since our departure thence, early in 
July, th.e naval operations on this lake have 
assumed a more imposing a."pect ; and, although 
we can refer to nothing decisi ,.e, commodore 
Chauncey's losing " victories," and sir James 
Yeo's gaining " defeats," (so amply detailed in 
our naval vollUlle, •) cannot fail to interest the 
novice in American history. Major-general 
\V ilkinson, in a letter to the American secretary 
of war, written about this time, bestows upon 
the British naval commander an epithet, than 
which, even in the opinion of well.inf01·med 
Americans, none can be found more appropriate 
to himself and his friend the commodore. "If," 
says the general, " si&· James Yeo comes out, I 
shall have the pleasure to see Chauncey give the 
v.apou1·ing dog a sound drubbing." t 

Since the latter end of July major-general De 
Rottenburg had removed his army still nearer to 
J;oort-George; and now held his head-quarters at 
the village of St. David, about sen?n miles dis
tant. His advance posts occupied a position 
not four miles from the American entrenchment. 

* Jamcs's Nav. Occnrr. p. 297. 

t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. HI. App. No. 29. 
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About this time tLat debilitating malady, the 
fever and ague, sbewed itself in the British camp, 
where the number of troops, altogether, was far 
too inconsiderable, to admit of any, the slightest 
reduction. In some measure to counterbalance 
this, the proximity of the Americans to the river, 
their crowded state, and constant fears of attack, 

subjected them, also, to the ravages of sickness. 
According to an official return of reg·ulal· troops 
at Fort-George and Niagara, towards the end of 
.July, the aggregate number attached to the sta· 
tion was between 6 and 7000. Of these about 
1100 w~re sick, and about 1600 absent, either 
on furlough or detached services; leaving, fit 
for duty, "3835 men." Admit about 300 of 

these to haye been stationed at the opposite fort 
of Niagara; and there were, under major-gene
ral Boyd's contmand, at Fort-George, and the 
entrenched camp outside, full 3500 effective 
regular troops; while we had, threatening them 
on all sides, fewer than 2100 rank and file; 
including a numerous list of sick. 

During the month of August, a few immatP-rial 
affairs of piquets occurred, in \Vhich both sides 

sustained some slight losses; and wherein, also, 
according to l\1r. Tbomson, ''the character of 
the American arms was not in the least dimi
nished."* About the 20th sir George Prevost 
arriYed at the British encampment; and deter. 

*'' Sketches of the \V ar, p. 158 . 
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mined to try the effect of a demonstration upon 
Fort-Gem·~e. Accordingly, at day-break, on the 
24th, a sudden attack was made by the British 
advanced troops upon all the piquets stationed 
in front of the American entrenchments. After 
a smart fire, the Americans, except about 50 or 
60, got safe back to their works ; canying with 
them a captain of the 49th and 10 privates, whose 
ardor had led them too far in advance. 

Mr. Thomson tells us, that the British forces 
gained possession of the town of Newark, and 
skirted the woods opposite Fort-George, within 
gun-shot of the American camp ; also that hri
gadier.general 'rilliams, who had a few days 
before arrived at that post, advanced from the 
works with his brigade ; but, after a trifling 
skirmish was ordered back by general Boyd, and 
the troops 'vere directed to act only on the de
fensive. "The British," proceeds Mr. Thom
son, "scon after retired to their entrenchments, 
then about two miles distant. The capture of 
captain Fitzgerald and his men, was the only 
loss which the enen1y is kno~n to ha Ye sus
tained."* On the contrary, general Boyd found 
out, that we left " about 15 dead on the diffe
rent grounds;'' and, far from admitting a defeat, 
or noticing our re-possession of Newark, pomp
ously concludes his despatch: "His force is with
drawn, out of our reach, into his strong· holds." 

*Sketches of the War; p. 158. 
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About this time major-general 'lilkinson ar .. 
ri,·ed at Sackett's Harbor, to take the command 
of the troops upon the American northern fron
tier; ha,•ing· under his immediate command at 
the harbot· 2829 rank and file, and upon the 
whole line, 14,832 officers and men, of the regu
lar army.'* His direction were, to attack Kings
ton; if successful there, or if unlooked-for diffi
culties should render an attack unadvisable, 
he was to make a similar attempt upon Mont
real: towards both of which objects commodore 
Chauncey was to lend his powerful co-opera
tion. Soon after the general's arrival at Sackett's 
Harbor, he submitted the views of his govern
ment to a council of his officers ; who, after 
mature consideration, determined as follows:
" To rendezvous the whole of the troops on the 
lake in this vicinity, and in co-operation with 
our squadron, to make a bold feint upon Kings
ton; slip down the St. Lawrence; lock up the 
enemy in our rear to starve or surrender, or 
oblige him to follow us without artillery, bag
gage, or provisions, or eventually to lay down 
his arms; to sweep the St. Lawrence of armed 
ciaft; and, in concert with the division of ma
jor-general Hampton, to take Montreal." t 

"V\' hile general 'Vilkinson was at Sackett's 
Harbor, disciplining his troops and matur
ing his plans, he received information of the 
* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol, Ill. p. 346 . t lbid A pp. No. 1. 
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departure of both sir George and sir James from 
Kingston; leaving there a force of only " 1500 

regulars, and 500 militia." In a letter to the 
~ecretary of war, he declares he would make a 
real attack on that post, could he '' have mus
-tered 3000 combatants, with transports to bear 
them." This is a specimen of that caution, 
which contributed, more than our few troops 
and weak batteries, to the salvation of the Cana· 
das. Acting upon the same principle in his 
contemplated attack upon Montreal, the gene
ral hoped, by making feints to the westward, 
and by practising other '' military decep
tions,'' to reduce the number of his opponents 
within l\1 r. Secretary Annstrong's advised pro .. 
pot·tion.* 

In the hot pursuit of his plans of subjugation~ 
the general arrived at Fort-George on the 4th of 
September. Here he met with an unexpected 
check, in the sickness of a part of the troops,. 
and the deficiency of transports to convey tbem 
to the point of rendezvous. He was stilJ further 
delayed, by '' the equivocal relation and unset
tled superiority of the adverse squadrons;'' for 
which he had to thank, not less the vapouring 
behaYiour of his friend the commodore, than the 
bold measures and masterly manreuvres of his 
friend's opponent. 

Early in Septem her sir Georg;e returned to 

* Sec p. 133. 
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Kingston, leaving major .. general De Rottenburg 
in command of the troops before Fort-George . 

.By this time, sickness had committed dreadful 

ra,·ages among both officers and men. Jntelli
o-ence of that event soon reached the American 
~ 

government; and, when the secretary of war 

was required to sanction the opinion given by 
a council held at Fort-George, on the 20th of 

September, that the works ought to be razed, 

and the place abandoned, he returned for an .. 

swer, that Fort-George might be maintained; 

adding: " If t e enemy's sick list amounts to 
1400 out of 3000, they can undertake nothing 
with effect."* He then informs the general, of 

a proposition for raising, on the Niagara line, 
before the 1st of October, a volunteer-force of 

1200 men, " exclusive of Indians," who, "with 
a train of artillery," says he, '' are to be autlw .. 

rized to invade the enemy's territory." He further 

informs him, that a reinforcement of militia
forces will be sent, to replace the regulars 
destined for the expedition. 

Towards the end of September a deserter 

from us went into Fort-George, with, as the be!\t 
passport he could carry, the following note, 
addressed to a " Major V. H uych,/ 13th regi .. 

rnent."-" Every movement of the army is either 
an · immediate attack or retreat : about 2270 

strong." This piece of inte1ligence was penned 

* 'Yilkinson's M cm. Vol. Ill. A pp~ No. 32. 

VOL . I. s 



258 'MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

by an American settler, named Hopkins; 
afterwards hung, foa· this and other traitorous 
acts, or, as his countryman goodnaturedly says, 
"for his attachment to the United States.'~• 

This r-eminds us of the memorial presented to 
congress, at the conclusion of the war, by gene
ral Porter, on behalf of A bra ham Markle, 
Gideon Frisbie, and their associates, survivors of 
the corps of Canadian ,·olunteers,'' praying for 
a tract of land, in size proportionate to their 
several losses, &c.-An American writer from 
Washington has taken great paiRS to enforce the 
claims of this " generous, brave, and enterpris
ing oorps of men, raised," says he, " by the 
gallant, and e\'er-to-be-lamented colonel \Vill
cocks, whose every impulse was in unison with 
the noblest feelings of humanity .''t This" ever. 
to-be-lamented" traitor was a native of Ireland, 
and had be~n a member of the provincial 
assembly. 

Mr. Secretary Armstrong~ account of the 
British sick before Fort-George was not at aJI 
over.-rated ; although his account of the Brit\sb 
force evidently was. The latter, fit for duty, 
amounted, towards the end of September, to 
about 2290 rank and file . Ou the other hand, 
we find the American force at Fort-George 
and Niagara, on the 19th of the same month, 

• Wilkioson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 398. 

't Col. Journal, Vol. I.p. 97. 
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stated at 4587 officers and men, including 1165 
sick.* Deducting the· latter, also the · odd 
hundred!t to allow for the garrison at Fort .. 
Niagara, there were at Fort .. George 3000 effec
ti,·e American regulars. At the time of the 
alarm created by Mr. Hopkins's billet, and which 
occurred ten days subsequent to the date of the 
above returns, (since which, the health of the 
men had been gradually amending,*) two 
columns of troops, one commanded by major• 
general \Vilkinson, the other by major-general 
Boyd, actually marched out of the camp, and 
formed ·in its front and rear. " 'hat an oppor
tunity was here for deciding the fate of Upper 
Canada !-Fortunately for the upper, and per
haps for the lower, province too, there existed, 
on an island about 200 miles down the St. 
Lawrence, a wilt o' th' wisp, that captivated the 
senses of these tyro-warriors; and, after drag
ging them, against wind, rain, and snow,t 
through the whole length of an angry lake, down 
f-oaming rapids, and amidst showers of'' teazing" 
bullets, cast them on shore, jaded in body and 
broken in spirit, the reproach of their country, 
and the laughing-stock of those whose soil they 
were hastening to invade. 

The commencing particulars of this " ill
fated" expedition we shall now proceed to 
detail. It should first he mentioned, that · the 

* lVilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. '281. · t lbid, p. 289. 

s 2 
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()riginal pla had been altered to the actual 
captuTe of Kingston and Prescott, previous to 
the main attack upon Montreal. The knapsacks 
of the troops filled with '' winter·clothing," 
tt;ansports at the beach waiting to receive, and a 
powerful fleet in sight on the lake ready to pro
tect th~m; also, the long-expected 1500 New 
·York militia arrived in the fort to assist tJ1e 

23d regiment, about 600 strong, in 1·epelling an 
attack, the first embarkation took place on the 
28th of September; but, scarcely had the expe• 
dition proceeded ten miles beyond N iagara~ 
point, when that '' vapouring dog" sir James 
shewed himself, and led tbe commodore a sad 
dance.-=F \Vi.thout waiting till the two fleets 
(as presently happened) " went out of sight," 
the troops hurried back as fast as oars and sails 
could drive them. It was upon their return, 
that the- two generals made the demonstration 
which we have already noticed. 

On the 1st of October the commodore returned 
te Niagara; and, having promised general 
\\'i1kinson, by letter, that he would do his best 
~'to keep the enemy in check in this part of the 
lake, or effect his destruction," the troops were 
allowed to re·embark. Bad weather drove many 
of the boats into Twelve-mile Creek. The expe· 
edition again moved forward; and, after buffeting 
with a severe storm, in which several of the boats 

• J4mes':; Naval Occurrences, p. 301. 
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were wrecked, arrived, about noon, on the 7th, at 
Oswego. Here the gale detained the expedition 
till the 13th; when it again appeared on the 
lake, and, after suffering from cold, wind, and 
rain, reached H~nderson's Bay, in the neighbour
hood of Sackett's Harbor. Leaving the American 
soldiers to dry their cloaths, and ponder upon 
the perils they are doomed to encounter, we 
hasten back to see what effect this sudden 
movement of the enemy produced upon the 
British army stationed before Fort-George. 

At no loss to divine that some point on the St. 
Lawrence was to be the devoted spot, major
general De Rottenbnrg, on the 2d of October, 
commenced his march for Kingston, with the 
l04th and 49th regiments; the latter of which, 
as a proof how the whole di\·ision was still 
suffering from sickness, could muster, fit for 
duty, no more than 16, out of about 50, com
missioned officers. Unfortunately, the two flank 
companies of De \Vatteville's regiment, proceed
ing frmn York on the same destination, by 
water-carriage, fell into the hands of commodore 
Chauncey. l\1ajor-general Vincent now resumed 
the command of the British troops upon the 
Niagara; where we will leave him, for the present, 
to attend to major-general Proctor and his little 
army, in their proceedings along the n01·th
western frontier. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Advance of maJor-general Proctor-. Augmentation 
-· of the AmPrican north-western army-Descrip

tion of Fort-Stephenson-Gallant assault upon 
it-American nwsked battery-Defeat of the 
Btitish- Major-general Proctor's return to 
Sandwich-Arrival of the remainder of theIst 
battalion 41st regiment-Accumulated number 
of Indians-Scarcity of provisions on the De
troit frontier- Wretched state of captainBarclay's 
fleet-Effects of its capture upon tlte rigltt divi
sion-Hardships endurtd by tlw troops-Genertll 
Harrison's newly-raised army-Its entry into 
Amherstburg, and pursuit of major-general 
Procto'r up the Thames-Losses of the B_ritish 
on the retreat- Their defeat near the .fttloravian 
village-Remarks on sir George Prevost'1 general 
order-Escape of major-gnural Proctor-Loss 
of ten·itm-y arising from the defeat of the British 
-American rejoicings-Death aud characte-r o/ 
Te"Cumseh-Anecdotes respecting him-Descrip
tion of the scalping-operation-Ba1'barities com
mitted upon Tecurnseh1s body-A me'rican dis
respert to a flag of truce-! mprisonmcnt of 
"British officers along u~ith convicts. 

MAJOR-GENERAL Proctor, having been re
inforced with nearly the whole of the remaining 
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effectiYe strength of the 41st regiment, as well 
as rejoined by the Indians who had abandoned 
him, for a \vbile, after the battle of the Miami,• 
ad,·anced from Sandwich, on the 20th of July, for 
the purpose of recommencing hostilities against 
the American north-western army. In the mean 
while, the American go,·erment, still acting 
upon the principle, that " nothing ought, if 
po~sible, to be left to chance," had almost 
drained of resources the hitherto prolific western 
states; so that major-general Harrison, assisted 
by commodore Perry and his formidable fleet, 
might he able to finish the campaign in this 
quarter, in time to he one in the scramble 
for laurels among his brotber-g·enerals to the 
eastward. 

The American head-quat·ters were at Seneca-
.town, near to Sandusky Bay on Lake Erie. 
Fort•Meigs, already so strong, had its works 
placed in a stiJl more vigorous state of defence ; 
and a fort bad since been constructed on the 
west-side of Sandusky ri,·er, about 40 miles 

from its mouth, and 10 from the general's head
quarters. It stood on a rising ground, com
manding the river to the east ; having a plane 
to the north and south, and a wood to the west. 
The body of the fort was about 100 yards in 
length, and 50 in breadth ; surrounded, outside 
of all, by a row of strong pickets, 12 feet over 

* See p. 201. 
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ground ; each picket armed at the top with a 
bayonet.* Next to, and against this formidable 
picket was an embankment, forming the side of 
a dt·y ditch, 12 feet wide, by seven feet deep; 
then a second embankment, or glacis. A strong 
bastion and two block-houses completely enfi .. 
Jaded the ditch. Within the fort were the hos .. 
pital, military and commis!iary's store-houses, 
magazine, &c. As far as we can collect from 
the American accounts, the fort mounted but 
one 6-pounder; and that in a masked battery at 
the north-western angle, The n um be a· of troops 
composing the garrison can not exactly be ascer.; 
tained.. One American account states, that the 
qfectiv.e force did not amount to 160 mep, or 
rank and file. 
. Major-general Proctor, \vhen he landed near 
~he mouth of Sandusky river, on the 1st of 
August, had, it is admitted, no other white 
troops. with him than the 41st regiment. An 
American editoa· says~ that the major-general, 
previous to his appearance on the Sandusky, 
had detached " Tecumseh, with 2000 warriors, 
and a few regulars, to make a dilersion favorable 
to the attack upon Fort .. Stephenson ;"''t and yet 
the same editor states major-general Proctor's 
force before that fort, on the evening of the 1st, 
at " 500 regulars, and 700 Indians."t Of the 
latter there were but 200 ; and they, as. was

* Hist. of the W~r, p. 131. +. Slletcl1cs of tJ1e War, ,P• 161· 
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generally their custom when the object of 

assault n·as a fortified place, withdrew to a 
ravine, out of gun-shot, almost immediate}~ 
that the action commenced. Of regulars, there 

were two lieutenant-colonels, four captains, 

se\·en subalterns, (one a lieutenant of artillery l) 
eight statf, 22 serjeants, seven drummers, and 

341 rank and file, including 23 aTtillerymen; 
making a total of 391 officers, non-commissioned 

officers, and privates. 
On the morning of the 2d the British opened 

their artillery, consisting of two light 6-pound
ers, and two .'5f inch howitzers, upon the fort; 
but without producing the slightest impressi(Jtl; 

and the different American accounts, as we are 

glad to see, concur in stating, that the fort 
'~ was not at all iajured" by the fire directed 

against it. l.J nder an impression that the gar .. 
rison did not exceed 50 or 60 men, the fort was· 

ordered to be stormed. Lieutenant-colonel 

Short, at the head of 180 rank and file, imme. 

diately advanced towards the north-west angle; 

while about 160 rank and fiJe, undet·lieutenant
colonel Warburton, passed round through the 

woods skirting the western side of the fort, to 

its south side. After sustaining a heavy fire of 
musketry from the American tt~oop~, lieutenant-· 
colonel Short approached to the stockade; and, 

with· some difficulty, succeeded in getting over 

the pickets. The instant this gallant officer 
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reached the ditch, he ordered his men to follow' 
and assatdt the works with the utmost vigor. 
The masked u~pounder, which had been previ
ously pointed to rake the ditch, and loaded 
" with a double charge of leaden slugs,'' was 
now fired at the British column, '' the front of 
which was only 30 feet distant from the piece." 
A volley of musketry was fired at the same in
stant; and repeated in quick succession. This 
dreadful and, as to the battery, unexpected dis
charge killed lieutenant-colonel Short, and 
several of his brave followers; and wounded a 
great many more. Still undaunted, the men of 
the 41st, headed by another officer, advanced 
again to carry the masked 6-pounder; from 
which another discharge of " leaden slugs,,. 
aided by other vollies of musketry, was rlirected 
against them, and cleared the " fatal ditch" a 
second time. It was in vain to contend further; 
and the British retired, with as many of theif' 
wounded as they could carry away. 

Lieutenant-colonel '"Tarburton's party, having 
a circuit to make, did not arrive at its position 
till the first assault was nearly over. After a 
volley or two, in which the British sustained 
some slight loss, the troops at this point, also, were 
ordered to retire. The loss sustained by both 
divisions amounted to 26 killed, 29 wounded 
and missing, and 41 wounded (most of them 
slightly) and brought away; total 96. The 
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Americans state their loss at one killed, and 
seven wounded. Considering the way in which 
they were sheltered, and the circumstances of 
the attack altogether, no greater loss could have 
been expected. 

The American editors seem determined to drag 
the Indians, in spite of their confirmed, and, 
to an American, well-known habits, within the 
limits of the '' fatal ditch." " The Indians," 
says l\lr. Thomson, " were enraged and morti
fied at this unparalleled defeat; and, carrying 
their dead and wounded from the field, they in
dignantly follol-l'ed the British regulars to the 
sl1ipping." * " It is a fact worthy of observa
tion:'' says Mr. O'Connor, " that not one Indian 
was found among the dead, although it is known 
that from 3 to 400 were present."t A brave 
enemy would have ·found something to praise 
in the efforts of colonel Short and his meQ_, 
in this their '' unparalleled defeat;" but all is 
forgotten in the lavish encomiums bestowed 
upon major Croghan and the band of " heroes," 
who " compelled an army," says an American 
editor, '' much more than 10 times superior,"• 
to relinquish the attack. 

l\1ajor-general Proctor returned to Sandwich, 
accompanied by an hourly accumulating num .. 
her of Indians; who, having deserted their hunt
ing-grounds to follow the British, naturally 
t Hiat. of the ·war, p.l31. *Sketches of the War, p. 163. 
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looked to the latter for supplies. Unfortunately, 
the store-houses along the Detroit had been 
nearly emptied of their contents already, to feed 
our importunate allies; neither would it have 
been prudent to order them back to their woods, 
nor even to impose upon them any restraints; 
when general Harrison had, for the last t"'·o 
months, been endeavouring, by means of a 
numerous body of spies, to sow distrust among 
the chiefs, and gain over them and their tribes 
as allies to the Amerieans. 

The remainder of the 41st regiment had long 
been expected at Amherstburg from Fort-George, 
a distance of about 270 miles. A few compa
nies did move forward in May; but, by the time 
the men had marched 90 miles, which, owing to 
the bad .sta~e of tbe roads, could not be performed 
in fewer than eight days, they were ordered back, 
to assist in defending Fort-George, then tluea
tened with an attack. As soon as the centre
division of the army, under major-general De 
Rottenburg, had been reinforced by the lst bat~ 
talion of the royal Scots, the detachment of the 
41st marched to Long-point, on Lake Erie; there 
to embark, along with the force already uode.r 
major-general Proctor's command, on board cap
tain Barclay's fleet, for tbe purpose of attacking 
Presq' Isle; where two large American brigs of 
war were building, and several schooners lying at 
anchot'. The B1·itish were . to haye been joined 
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·by a numerous body oflndians; but who aeclinod 
co-operating, until Fort-Stephenson should be 
1·educed, as they could then move, with less ap
prehension of danger, along the south-shore of the 
lake~ The assault had, as we have seen, been 
attempted without the reinforcement, and failed. 
On the very next day, commodore Perry ap
peared on Lake Erie, with eight vessels of war, 
including the two newly launched brigs; and 
captain Barclay, with his small command, was 
compelled to retire to Amherstburg, till the new 
ship that was building should be ready for the 
lake. 

The reinforcement from Niagara had aug
mented major-general Proctor's force to 868 
officers, nou-cmnmissioned officers, and privates, 
of the 41st regiment, 30 of the royal artillery, 
the same number of the royal veteran battalion 
and Newfoundland regiment, eight artillery
drivers, and about 50 pro\·incial cavalry; making· 
a total of 986 men; of whom between I and 200 
were upon the sick-list. 
- So many men made a sensible reduction in the 
small quantity of provisions that remained in the 
store-houses on the Detroit frontier; and, to en
crease the evil, the Indians kept flocking to Am
herstburg, in such multitudes, that, by the 8th 
or 9th of September, upwards of 3500 warriors 
.had attached themselves to general Proctor'.s 
diYision. One hope remained. Every exertion 
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was making at Amherstburg to complete the new 
ship; which, when added to the others, and 
the whole equipped with stores, and manned 
with seamen, daily expected from Lake Ontario, 
might re-open the lake-communication. 

Neither guns, stores, nor seamen came; beyond 
as many of the latter as augmented captain Bar
c1ay's number to 50. The new ship was launched, 
and the exigtmce became hourly more pressing. 
There remained no alternative but to strip the 
forts of their guns, and get them fitted, as far as 
was possible, to the ports of the Detroit.* This 
botching business ended, the four other Yessels 
were deprived of a part of their already scanty 
stores, to enable the Detroit to move from her 
anchorage; or, when she met the enemy, to
make use of her lumbering guns. By way of 
helping to man this H superior British fleet," 
major-general Proctor spared, in addition to the 
detachment of his army already on board, one 
lieutenant, three serjeants, and 148 rank and 
file from the 41st reg·iment. 

Dt·i,·en, as it were, out of port, captain 
Barclay, on the evening of the 9th of September, 
sailed forth upon the lake, to endeavour at clear
ing it from his vigilant, well-provided, and 
almost doubly superior foe. The u1eeting of 

*The guns ('U-pounder carronades) intended for this sltip 
did not arrive at Burlingtoo Heights from Kingston, till after 
she was captured. 
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the · two fleets on the follon·ing morning ; the 
sudden fatal change of wind; the g:.llant beha
viour of the Detroit; the surrender to her of 
the American flag~ship, the St. Lawrence; the 
re-hoisting of the latter's colours ; the renewal 
of the combat, and surrender of the British; 
tbe damages and loss of the two squadrons; 
their comparative strength in guns, men, and 
size; the extravagant boastings of the Americans, 
and their gross distortion of every feature in 
the action; are all fully, and, as we trust, cor
rC'ctly detailed in our naYal volume.* 

TLis was a sad blow upon the right division. 
As bope fled, despair found its \vay into the 
British camp. The situation of th~ men, it 
must be owned, was deplorable in the extreme. 
They had long been suffering, not only from a 
scarcity of proYisions, but a scarcity of money. 
Few of them had received any pay for the last 
six months: to some, indeed, nine month's 
arrears were due. 'rioter, a Canadian winter, 
\l'as fast approaching ; and scarcely any of tha 
soldiers had blankets, and all were without 
great coats. The severe privations which they 
had endured in the last, were therefore likely to 
be augmented rather than diminished, in the 
~ucceeding winter. In addition to all this, 
-the commander of the forces appeared unmind
ful of their arduous exertions; and that, parti. 

* Jamca's Nav. Occur. p. '!83. 
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cularly, in a description of service, to which 
neither their arms, clothing, nor discipline had 
adapted them. Not to gain credit for what they 
did, was, indeed, the lot of all the British troops 
employed against the Americans ; chiefly, he
cause the latter, ranking beneath them as 
soldiers, invariably got applause when they 
gained a victory over, or stood their ground 
against, two-thirds of their own number. 

What movements commodore Perry's victory 
caused, on the part of major.general Harrison, 
we shall now proceed to ~etail. Satisfied that 
he should soon be able, not only to recover the 
surrendered territory, but to dissipate or destroy 
the British force in this quarter, the American 
general hastened to claim from governor Meigs 
a portion of 1.5,000 volunteers, just arrived from 
the state of Ohio·• Reinforced here, he t·eceived 
a fresh accession of strength in the arri,·al, on 
the 17th of September, of the governor of Ken
tucky, Isaac She by,'' with 4000 well mounted l'O· 

J unteers."* Th~ works on the Miami and San dus
ky were abandoned, and their garrisons added to 
the already overwhelming army. On the 21st 
of September general Harrison, with the bulk of 
his troops, proceeded in boats to an island 
;.bout 20 miles from Amherstburg, called the 
Eastern Sister; having despatched the remain
der, consisting of colonel Johnson's mounted 

* Sketches of the War, p. HH~. 
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regiment, by )and, to Detroit. On the 2i'th the 
American fleet, " composed of 16 vessels of war, 
and upwards of 100 boats," received on board 
o-eneral Harrison's divison, and landed it, on the 
~ 

afternoon of the same day, at a point three 
miles below Amherstburg; w -.ce the troops 
marched forward to that village. 

The full amount of the British white force on 
the Detroit having already been given, it now 
remains for us to shew, if we can, what was the 
nun1ber of American troops, with which g·eneral 
Harrison so sanguinel.v expected to ''overthrow 
general Proctor's army.'' This does not appear, 
either in general Harrison's letter·, • or in any of 
the American accounts, minute as they are in 
othet· less important particulars. Perhaps, by 
putting together such items of numbers as, in the 
general plan of concealment, may have escaped 
the notice of the different editors, we shall get 
within one or two thousands of the number of 
troops that landed below Amherstburg, as doc
tor Smith tells us, " without opposition." We 
find the 17th, 19th, 24th, 26th, 27th, and 28th 
regiment~ of infantry, named. Admitting every 
one of these to have been reduced to 250 men 

' the whole would give 1500. "Part of colonel 
Ball's regiment of dra.goons" has been stated at 
240; then there was a full rifle-regiment, say 
450 strong; a]so major Wood's detachme~.t 

*A pp. No. 5~. 
VOL. I . T 



274 .1\llLITARY OCCuRUENCES BETWEEN 

of artillery, certainly not less than 1.50. 

Next , come '' major Suggett's three spy com
panies," 160 more; also " five brigades of 
Kentucky volunteers, averaging," according 
to general Harrison, "500 men ;"• but Mr. 
Thomson had lx:fore told us, that the volun
teers from Kentucky, under governor Shelby, 
amounted to" 4000," and those well-mounted."t 
\Ve shall be contented, however, with the 
smaller number; which 1 without proceeding 
further in out· inquiry, gives a force of 5000 

men. As these had but 17 miles to proceed by 
\\'ater, and that in the finest of weather, 2395 

tons of shipping,+ (without reckoning· the 16th 

vessel>) along.. with " boats," afforded them 
ample room. 

On arriving at Amherstburg the Americans 
found it abandoned by its garrison, and the fort 
and puhlic buildings in ruins. To put the worst 
possible construction upon the retreat of the 
800 British from this place, 1\-lr. Thomson has 
not scrupled to state, that " the guns of the 
battedes had . been previously sunk;" although 
he knew ·the latter were then on board commo .. 
dore Perry's prize, the Detroit. After leaving, 
in posses~on of Amherstburg, colonel Smith's 
t"ifle regiment, general Harrison mo~ed forward 
to Sandwich,§ attended in his course along the 

• App. No. 5~. t Sketches of the ·war, p. 168. 
:j: J~mcs's Nav. Occurr. p. ~93. ~ Seep. 48. 



side of the riYer, by the American brigs; 'iaga ra 
and Caledonia, and three of the schooners; 
armed between them with 30 hea,·y gum. At 
Sandwich general Harrison received authentic 
information of the small regular force which 
major.general Proctor had with him ; also, that 
the Indians had been, and still were, abandoning 
him by hundreds at a time. This welcome news 
enabled the major-general, on the 29th, to leave 
a portion of his force, under lieutenant-colonel 
Ball, at Sandwich, and to send another portion, 
under brigadier-general M'Arthur, across to the 
opposite town of Detroit; especially as the 
general expected, and was the next day joined 
by, '' colonel R. M. Johnson's regiment," con• 
sisti ng of " upwards of I 000 horsemen." • 

Major-general Proctor had retreated towards 
the mouth of the river Thames, and made a 
temporary stand at a place called Dals.on's, 
distant about 56 miles from Detroit. On the 2d 
of October the American army left Sandwich in 
close pursuit. Of what number that army, since 
a part had been detached, consisted, puzzles all 
calculation. l\llajor-general Harrison speaks, in 
rather an obscure way, of general M'Arthur's 
force consisting of only "about 700 effectives ;'' 
but we have seen an account, bearing every mark 
of authenticity, which fixes brigadier-general 
M'Arthur's force at lOO artillery, and 1600 

• Sketches of the 'Var, p. 173. 

T 2 
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infantry. The force with which the American 
general left Sandwich, is -stated in the American 
official account at " about 3500 men." In 
another · part- of his- letter, the major-general 
states his number of men at " something above 
3000." On the other hand, the hame account 
from which we extracted -brigadier-general 
M'Arthur's force; gi\·es what purports to be a 
list -of the different corps and detachments of 
American troops that moved up the Thames, 
in pursuit of major-general Proctor; numbering 
altogether 6200 men. As, howerer, in a case 
of this kind, we ha,·e pledged oursehes to con
sider each party to be the best authority for its 
own numbers, major-general Harrison's force 

·shall be fixed at no more than he hi~self ad
mits, 3500 men. \\-ith this army, and two 
fi-pounders, the major-general, on the evening of 
the 2d, encamped at Riscum, about 26 miles 
from-Sandwich. 

Early on the morning of the 3d he resumed 
his march, accompanied by g·eneral Cass and 
commodore Perry, as his additional aides de 
camp. On arriving at the second bridge across 
a branch of the Thames, the American general 
succeeded in capturing a lieutenant and ll rank 
and file of major.general Proctor's- provincial 
dragoons. After proceeding a short way further 
up the Tha~es, the Ameri~an general left his 
three_ gun-boats i~ charge of 150 infantry; and 
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" determined to trust to fortune and the bravery 
of his troops," for effecting the further passag~ 
of the rivers. On the morning of the 4th, t~e 
American army again proceeded on its route _; 
and, on reaching CIJatham, distant about 17 
miles from Lake St. Clair, found its progress 
obstructed by a deep and unfordable creek, th~ 
bridge of which had been partially destl·oy~ 
by some Indians, "ho now made their appear
ance, and fired on the advanced guard. The 
major-general, " believing that the whole force 
of the enemy was there," halted his army, formed 
it in order of battle, and brought up his pieces of 
artillery. A few shot from the 6-pouuders 
drore away the Indians; and the army repaired, 
and crossed the bridge. The American loss on 
this occa~ion amounted to two killed, and three 
or four wounded. Mr. Thomson states 13 as 
the loss, in killed only, of the Indians; or, as 
his term is, of'' the enemy." On the 8ame enm~ 
ing three of general Proctor's boats, loaded with 
ordnance-stores, were taken; as also " two 
24-pounders, with their carriages," or, as Mr. 
Thomson has it, " several pieces of cannon."• -

On the morning of the 5th, the pursuit of the 
British-was· eagerly renewed; and, before nine 
o'clock, tw~ gun-boats and several batteaux 
were_ captured. With these boats and batteaux, 
and some Indian canoes, the American army was 

*Sketches of the War, p. 171 . 



278 1\liLITARY OCCUR.R.ENCES BET\l EEN 

enabled, at 12 o'clock at noon, to cross over to 
.the left bank of the Thames. About 12 miles 
above this ford, and two and a half from the 
Mora_vian town, major-general Proctor had 

drawn up his troops, to resist, if possible, the 

further advance of the American army. The 
amount of the British force we are fortunately 
f;nabled to state with accuracv. There we1·e 

" 
present, under arms, of the 41st regiment, (in-
cluding 30 additional gunners,) one lieutenant
colonel, six captains, 10 lieutenants, three 
ensigns, two staff, 26 seljeants, four drummers, 
and 356 rank and file, total 408 ; among whom 

were one serjeant, and 26 rank and· tHe, taken 
[rom the hospital on that very morning. There 
were also~ 38 provincial dragoons. The artillery 
numbered six pieces, 3 and 6-pounders, and 
were worked by 30 of the royal artillery, assist~d 
by the additional gunners from the 41st. So that 
the whole effective strength of the right division, 
on the morning of the 5th of October, amounted 
to 476 men. The remaining part of · the right 
division was thus disposed of. The g~n-boats 
~nd batteaux had on board,just previous to their 
~apture, one captain, nine serjeants, 10 drum
mers, and 124 rank and file of the 41st ; along 
with the 30 men of the roya] veteran batta]ion 
and N ewfuundland regiment. The hosp~tal at 
the Moravian village contained 101 officers and 
privates; and those that attended them, and 
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were on duty with the baggage, amounted to 
()3 officers and priV<ltes, all of the 41st regiment. 
Adding· to this amount such of the eight artil
lery-drivers as had not bcrn captured, anti 
allowino- for a tew desertions, we account at 

0 

once for the 834 officers rtnd privates, composing 
major-generctl Proctor's force, ,,,. hen he com
menced his retreat. Of his 3500 Indians, 500 

ooly remained: and they were led by the brave 

and faithful Tecumseh. 
The 356 rank and file of the 41st regiment 

were formed at open files, in a beach forest, with· 
out any clearing. The iine crossed the York 
road, its left resting on the river, its right on the 
thicker p11rt of the wood. On this point the 
troops joined the Indian warriors; who, forming 
an obtuse angle to the front, were the better 
iible to get into the enemy's rear, the Indian's 
favorite system of action. At the back of the 
·Indians, and about 300 yards from the river, 
was a miry swamp. A 6-pounder enfiladed the 
only road by which the Americans could 
advance in any order. The provincial dragoons 
were stationed a little in the rear of the infantry. 
This position was considered an excellent one; 

as the enemy, however numerous his force, 
could not turn the flanks of the British or 

' present a more extended front than theirs. The 
remaining five pieces of artillery were stationed 
upon some hei-ghts, a little to the north-eastward 
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of the Moravian town, and consequently 
upwards of two miles from the field of battle; 
in order to guard a ford of the river, and, if 
necessary, cover the British retreat. 

General Harrison has given us a very full 
description ef the manner in which he arranged 
his force upon this occasion. Three brigades 
of volunteer-infantry, under the command of 
major-general Henry, were drawn up in three 
lines, having their right upon the road, and their 
left upon the swamp. The whole of general 
Desha's division, consisting of two brigades, 
was formed, en potence, upon the left of the firSt, 
or Trotter's brigade. " The American back
woodsmen," says the gene•·al, in his despatch, 
" ride better in the woods than any other 
people. A musket or rifle is no impediment, 
they being accustomed to carry them on horse
back from their earliest youth." Consequently, 
oolonel Johnson drew up his mounted regiment 
in close column, haviug its right at the distance 
of 50 yards from the road, and its left upon the 
~wamp. His directions were, to charge at fuil 
speed, as soon as the enemy delivered his fire ; 
and the general rig·htly conjectured that " the 
enemy would be quite unprepared for the shock, 
and could not resist it." Colonel Paul's regulars 
occupied the space between the road and the 
river, ready to seize '' the enemy's artillery:'' 
the quantity of which brought into action, is 
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' 'ery cunningly left by the general to inference. 
Alon(J' the bank of the rh·er were stationecl 0 

" some 10 or 12 friendly Indians." An Ameri-
can account states, that " nearly 300 Indians" 
were, at this time, attached to general Harrison's 
army. Before we commence upon the attack, 
let us place before the reader, in one ,·iew, the 
force of the contending parties. The Americans 
had, by their own admission, and meaning 
" pri,·ates," or rank and file, 1200 cavalrJ, 
1950 infantry, "some 10 or 12," or, let us say, 
150 Indians, and two 6-poundets. The British 
had 38 cavalry, 356 infantry, 500 Indians, and 
one 6-pounder. We have no more to do wi th 
the remnant of the British force stationed beyond 
the Moravian town, than we have with the 400 
men of the 27th United States' regiment, that 
were hastening to share the honors of the day. 

The British gave the first fire; from which 
the horses of the front column recoiled. After 
the delivery of the second fire, the " brilliant 
charge" took effect. ' ' In a few moments," says 
lVIr. Thomson, ''the enemy's line was pierced 
by upw-ard of 1000 horsemen, who, dashing 
through the British regulars with irresistible 
.speed, either trampled under foot, or cut down, 
el·ery soldier who opposed them; and, having 
killed and wounded upwards of 50 at one charge, 
in~tantly formed in their rear, and repeated the 
attack. Such was the panic," p roceeds the 
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American editor, " which pervaded the whole 
line of the enemy, that an order which had been 
issued to fix bayonets, was not attempted to be 
executed." • 

The Indian warrors, led by the undaunted 
Tecumseh, rushed upon the enemy's front line 
of infantry, and " for a moment," says the 
general, " made some impression upon it." It 
was not, in short, till the infantry was reinforced 
by the whole of governor Shelby's, and a part of 
colonel Johnson's regiment; nor, till the fall of 
their lamented chief, and upwards of 30 of their 
warriors, that the brave foresters retired from 
the field of battle. Had the men of the 41st 

regiment at all emulated the Indians, the fate of 
the day might have been changed; or, did the 
enemy's great numerical superiority render that 
a.n improbable event, the American general would 
not, in the vtry paragraph in n·hich he admits 
that he contended with an inferiority of force, 
have dared to claim for his troops " the palm of 
superior bravery." His troops possessed the 
peculiar privileg·e of not having their character 
affected by any similar conduct on their part; 
nay, not even, had they submitted to an equal, 
~nstead of a seven-fold force. 

The British lost, in killed 12, in wounded 22, 

aud in prisoners, including the wounded, 601. t 
Of these, 477 were taken on the day of the 

'* §ketches of the 'Var, p_. 173. t App. Ne. 52. 
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surrender; the remainder, previously and subse
quently. Mr. Thomson, still regardless about 
contradicting the official accounts of his own 
generals, says:-" The enemy lost, in regulars 
alone, upwards of90 killed, and about the same 
number wounded."* The Indians lost 33 killed, 
exclusive of such as fell during the retreat: their 
loss in wounded does not appear. The Ameri
cans admit a loss of 12 killed, and 17 wounded. 

The censure passed upon the right di\ ision of 
the Canadian army, by the commandr1·-in-chief, 
was certainly of unparalleled severity. Yet, 
who but must admire the valorous spirit that 
breathes through the general order of the 24th 
of November, promulgating sir George's indig
nation? \Vho could believe that this document 
was penned by the same hand that, six months 
previous, dragged away the British troops from the 
possession of Sackett's Harbm·? t-The ardor 
which, as sir George himself admits, and every 
one else knows, had, till the fatal 5th of Octo
ber, distinguished the 41st regiment, affords a 
strong belief it was not cowardice that made 
that corps surrender so tamely ,-no matter to 
what superiority of force. The privations the 
troops had undergone, and the marked neglect 
which had been shewn at head-quarters to the 
representations of their commande~, had pro
bably possessed them with an idea, that any 

* Sketches of the War, p. 175. t See p. 16:3. 
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change would be an improvement in their con .. 
dition. . 

Major-general Proctor, with some officers of 
his staff, and a part of his provincial cavalry, 
retreated towards the river Grande; after having 
his baggage and private papers captured by 
a squadron of dragoons, which major-genera] 
Harrison had sent in pursuit of him. Sir 
George's letter, • (the only one published,) as 
well as his general order, mentions that the 
Indians har·rassed the American army on its 
retreat to Detroit. So far was this from bein~ 
the case, that not a tomahawk was lifted after 
the day on ·which the British surrendere:-d; ahd 
many of the Indians actually accompanied 
major-general Proctor on his route to Ancaster. 
In preference to pushing after the latter, major
general Hanison, on the day succeeding his easy 
victory~ destroyed the Moravian town. This 
fact, owing, probably, to some political rea
son, does not appear in the official letter; 
although the latter bear·s date three days after 
the conflagration. But :Mr. Thomson, in the 
fulness of his patriotism, cannot refrain from 
announcing the event to the public. t The 
Mm·avian town, or rather its site, is distant 
about 35 miles from the mouth of the Thames; 
and was under the superintendence of mis .. 
sionaries from the society of Moravian United 

• App. No. 51. + Sketches of the "rar, p. 176. 
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Brethren, who maintained a chapel there. On 
the 9th of October major-general Harrison retire<l 
upon Detroit; and. on the 17th, major-general 
Proctor had concentrated at Ancaster, on the 
river Grande, not far from Bnrlington Heights , 
204 rank and file of the right division; of 
whom more than half had escaped after having 
been captured. 

The defeat of the British at the battle of the 
Thames was highly advantageous to the Ameri
can cause. l\'ot only was the whole territory of 
Michigan, except the fort of lVIichilimacinac, 
restored to the United States, but the west
ern district of the upper province became a 
conquered country. Nor was it the least mis
fortune, that we lost the services of the whole 
of the north-western Indians, except 2 or 300 

that subsequently joined the centre-di\'ision of 
the army. The American editors boast that 
general Harrison, before he left Detroit for 
Butfaloe, made peace with upwards of 3000 
warriOrs. The reader now sees the fatal conse
quences; first, of not having, in the winter of 
1812, destroyed the two or three schooners 
which were equipping at Buffaloe by lieutenant 
Elliott; • secondly, of not having, in the spring 
of 1813, secured the possession of Sackett's 
Harbor; t thirdly, of not having, \n the sum
mer of the same year, captured or destroyed 

* Sccp.83. t Seep. 174. 
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the whole American fleet, as it lay, unmannecl, 
in Presq' Isle harbor; • and lastly, of not having 
sent a supply of guns, store·s, and men, to captain 
Barclay at Amherstburg, so as to have enabled 
him to meet and conquer that same AmericaD 
fleet, whose growth and maturity had thus been 
iO shatnefulJy promoted. 

The American public made no distinction, 
apparently, between the im-portant consequences 
that ensued from general Harrison's capture of 
" a British regular army/' and the merits of the 
victory itself. By adding some circumstances, 
and concealing others, the historian was able to 
convert the thing into what he pleased; but 
l1'ho could have imagined, that every town in 
the republic would illuminate, and every church 
ring a meny peal, on the occasion? Such was 
actually the case. All this to be sure, might 
have been a political measure, or, as general 
'Vilkinson calls it, " a military deception," t 
to render the war popular; but no sober.-minded 
American could, one may suppose, see any rea
son to exult, because 3500 of his eountrymen 
had conquered 4 or 500 British, and the same 
number of Indians. A l\'Ir. Cheeves, however, 
1nember for South-Carolina, and one of the 98 
" yeas" that declared the war, uttered, in the 
middle of a very long speech to congress "on 
the .conduct of the war," the following sentence: 

• See p. 1}68. t See p. 1 6~. 
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-" The ,·ictorv of Hanison was such as would 
hale securtd t~ a Roman general, in the best 
days of the republic, the honors of a triumph.'' • 
-The American editor has not followed up tbe 
period with '' (!~ear, !tear,)'' or introduced 
any remarks of his own, either in ridicule or 
surprise of the orator's modesty. 

Let us now ascend in the scale of human 
bein()'s from a " member of con0'0 ress" to a 

0 ' 
" savage,'•-from l\1r. Cheeves to the late Indian 
warrior Tecumseh. It seems extraordinary that 
general Harrison should have omitted to men
tion, in his letter, the death of a chief, who!>e 
fall contributed so largely to break down the 
Indian spirit, and to gi,·e peace and security to 
the whole north-western frontier of the United 
States. Tecumseh, although he had received a 
musket-ball in the left arm, was still seeking the 
hottest of the fire, when he encountered colonel 
R. l\1. Johnson, member of congress for Ken
tucky. Just as the chief, having discharged his 
rifle, was rushing forward with his tomahawk , 
he received a ball in the head from the colonel's 
pistol. Thus fell the Indian warrior Tecumseh , 
in the 44th year of his age. He was of the 
Shawanre tribe; five feet ten inches hio h · and 

0 ' ' 
with more than the usual stoutness, possessed 
all the agility and perseverance, of the Indian 
character. His carriage was dignified; his eye 

* Rurdick's Pol. and Hist. R egr. p. 147. 
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penetrating; his countenance, which, even in 
death, betrayed the indications of a lofty 
spirit, rather of the sterner cast. Had he not 
poisessed a certain austerity of manners, he 
could never have controlled the wayward passions 
of those whQ followed him to battle. He was of 
a silent habit; but, when his eJoq nence became 
roused into action by the re-iterated encroach
ments of the Americans, his atrong intellect 
could supply him with a flow of oratory, that 
enabled him, as he governed in the field, so to 
prescribe in the council. Those who consider 
that, in all territorial questions, the ablest 
diplomatists of the United States are sent to 
negotiat~ with the Indians, will readily appreci
ate the loss sustained by the latter in the dea.th 
pf their champion. 

The Indians, in general, are full as fond as 
other savages, of the gaudy decoration of their 
persons; but Tecumseh was an exception. 
Cloaths and other valuable articles of spoil 
had often been his; yet he invariably wore a 
deer-skin coat and pantaloons. He had fre
quently levied subsidies to, comparatively, a 
large amount; yet he preserved little or nothing 
for himself. lt was not wealth, but glory, that 
was Tecumseh's ruling passion. Fatal day! 
when the " Christian people" first penetrated 
the forests, to teach the arts of" civilization" to 
the poor Indian. Till then, water had been his 
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only ben'rag·e; and himself and his race po -
se~sed all the vigor of hardy savages. .1\ow, no 
Indian opens his lip to the tream that ripples 
by his wig-wam, wl•ile he has a rag of cloaths on 
hi back, wherewith to purchase rum; and he 
and his squaw and his children wallow through 
the dal· jn beastlr drunkenness. Instead of the . ' . 
~turd_r ·warrior; with a head to plan, ;md an arm 
to execute, vengeance upon the oppt'es!lors of 
his country, we behold the pun)' be!lotted 
wretch, sq liatting on his hams, ready to barter 
his countr~', his children, or himself, for a few 
gulps of that deleterious compound, which, far 
more than the arms of the rnited States, is 
hastening to extinguish aJI traces of his name 
and character. Tecumseh, himself, in early 
life, had been addicted to intemperance ; but 
no sooner did his judgment decide against, 
than his resolution enabled him to quit, so 

"Vile a habit. BeJond one o1· two glasses of 
wine, he never afterwards indulued. 

- t:' 

"By whom are tJ.e sarages led?'' was the 
question, for many years, during the wars 
between the Americans and Indians. The name 
--'' Tecumseh !" was itself a host on the side 
of the latter; and the warrior chief, ·while lte 
signalized himself in all, came off victoriou~ in · 
most, of the ma11:y actions in which l1e had 
fought and bled. The American editors, 
8uperadded to a national dislike to _the Indi~ns1 

\J 
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have some special reasons, which we ~hall 

develope presently, for blackening the character 
of Tecumseh. They say, that he neither gave 

nor accepted quarter. His inveterate hatred to 
the Americans, considering them, as he did, to 
have robbed his forefathers of their territory, 

renders such a proceeding, in a savage, not 
improbable. European history, even of modern 
date, informs us, that the civilized soldier can 

go into battle with a similar determination. 
Jlr. Thomson says of Tecumseh, that, "when 

he undertook an expedition, accompanied by 
his tribe, he would · relinquish to them the 

spoil, though he would never yield the privi
ledge of destroying the victim."* And yet, it 
was from an American publication, that we 
extracted the account of Tecumseh's killing a 
bl'othet·-chief, because the lattea· wanted to 

mas.sacre an American prisoner. t This trait in 
Tecumseh's character is corroborated by all the 
British officers who have served with him. That 
it did not, however, p1·oceed fmm any good-will 
towards the Americans, was made known, in an 
extraordinary mannet·, at the taking of Detroit. 
After the surrendet· of the American troops, 
general Brock desired, Tecumseh, not to allow 
the Indians under him to ill-treat the prisoners. 

Tecumseh promptly replied: " I despise them 
too much to meddle with them." Nor is there a 

*Sketches of the 'Var, p. 176. t Seep. 201. 
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single act of violence charged to the Indians on 
that occasion. As a proper contra t to this, an 
American editor, describing- a battle between 
o·eneral Jackson and the Creek Indians, in 0 

1\Iarcb, 1814, says: " Of about 1000 Creeks 
only 10 of the men are supposed to have e caped 
with life: 16 of the Creeks, who had hid t.hein· 
selres, were killed the morning after the battle. 
The American commander said, in his despatch, 
that he was ' dete1·mined to e:l:tenninate' the 
tribe ; of course," proceeds the editor, '' no 
quarter was given, except to a few women and 
children."* 

Few officers in the United States' service 
were so able to command in the field, as thi 
famed Indian chief. He was an excellent judge 
of position; and not only knew, but coulcl 
point out, the localities of the whole country 
through which he had passed. To what extent 
he had travelled over the ·western part of the 
American continent, may be conceived from the 
well-known fact, that he visited the Creek 
Indians, in the hopes of prevailing on them to 
unite with their northern brethren, in efforts to 
regain their country as f;:tr as the banks of the 
Ohio. His facility of communicating the infor
mation he had acquired, was thus displayed 
be(ore a concourse of spectators. Previously to 
general Brock's crossing over to Detroit, he 

* Burdick's Pol. and Hist. Reg. p. 186. 
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asked Tecumseh lvhat sort of a country he 
should have to pass through, in case of his 
proceeding further. Tecumseh, taking a roll 
of elm-bark, and extending it on the ground 
by means of four stones, drew forth his scalping ... 
knife, and, ·with the point, presently etcllf~d 

upon the bark a plan of the country, its hills, 
·woods, river~, morasses, and roads; a plan 
which, if not as neat, was, for the purpose 
required, fully as intelligible, as if Arrowsmitb 
himself bad prepared it. Pleased with this 
unexpected talent in Tecumseh, also with his 
having, by his characteristic boldness, indu(.,-ed 
the Indians, not of his immediate party, to cross 
the Detroit, ptior to the embarkation of the 
regulm·s and militia, general Brock, as soon 
as the business was over; publicly took off 
his sash, and placed it round the body of the 
chief. Tecumseh received the honor with 
evident ~ratification; but was, the next day, 
seen without his sash. General Brock, fearing 
something had displeased the Indian, sent his 
interpreter for an explanation. The latter 
soon returned with an account, that Tecumseh, 
not wishing to wear such a mark of distinction, 
when an older, and, as he said, abler, warrior 
than himself was present, had transferred the 
sash to the " ryandot chief Round-head.• Such 
a ·man was the unlettered '' sa\·age" TecumseJ1; 

• sce'p. 188. 
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and such a man have the lnilians for e\·er lost. 
He has left a son; who, wlten his father fell, 
was about 17 years old, and fought by his ~ide. 
Tile prince n'gent, in 1814, out of respect to 
the memorr of the old, sent out as a present 
to the yot:;ng Tecumseh, a handiome ~word. 
tTnfortunateJy, however, for the Indian cause 
and countn' faint are the 1n-ospects, that 

' ' 
Tecum~eh, the ~on, will e\'er equal, in wi!\dom 
or prowess, Tecumseh, the father. 

According to ~] r. Thomson, 120 Indians were 
killed at the battle of the Thames. General 
Harrison numbers 33 ou]y. 1\o u·ounded are 
mentioned by either. \fhile the affair with the 
Creeks is fre~h in our minds, wJ1at are we to 
infer from this ?·-However, let us proceed. Full 
two-thirds of general Harrison's army, at the 
battle of the Thames, were Kentuckians. As 
every soldiet· wore a scalping-knife as part of his 
accoutrements, and was extremely "dexterous 
in the use of it;"* as the live Kentuckians bore 
to the dead Indians (taking l\lr. Thomson's 
estimate) fully as 20 to one ; and as one head 
could conveniently afford but oue ~calp, we 
can picture to ourselves what a scramble there 
must ha\'e bf!en for the trophies. For the 
Europ~an reader's edification, \Ve will endeavour 
at pescribing the manner in which the operation 
of scalping i~ performed. A circular incision~ 

*Seep. 1S3. 
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.of about three inches or more, in diameter, 
according to the length of the hair, is made 
upon the crown of the head. The foot of the 
operator is then placed on the neck or body of 
the victim, and the scalp, or tuft of skin and 

.hair, torn from the scull by strength of arm. 
In case the hair is so short as not to admit of 
being grasped by the hand, the operator, first 
with his knife turning up one edge of the circle, 
applies his teeth to the part; and, by that means, 
quite as eft'ectually disengages the scalp. In 
order to preserve the precious relict, it is then 
stretched and d1·ied upon a small osier hoop. 
The western Indians invariably crop their hair, 
almost as close as if it were shorn ; to retaliate 
upon their enemies, probably, by drawing some 
of their teeth. As captain l\l'Cullocb's prii'>oner* 
was a western Indian, we were, therefore, wrong 
in supposing, that the American officer practised 
any refinement in the art of scalping. 

The body of Tecumseb was recognised, not 
only by the British officers who were prisoners, 
but by commodoi" Perry, and several American 
officers. An American writer (from the spot, it 
would appear) says:-" There ·was a kind of 
ferocious pleasure, if I may be allowed the 
expression, in contemplating the contour of 
his features, which was majestic, e,·en in 
death." t-Poor chief! the 'maJesty of his featul'es 

* Sec p. 62. t :Uurdick's· Pol. and Hist. Reg. p. 84. 
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could no longer, now he was dead, awe the 
Kentuckians; and that majesty ·was, by their 
merciless scalpino·-knives, soon converted iuto 

~ 

hideousness. Had the " ferocious pleasure'' of 
Americans required no further gratification than 
Tecumseh's scalp, custom might have been their 
excuse. The possessor of this valuable trophy 
would not, it may be supposed, part with a hair 
of it. \Y ere the other Kentuckians, then, to 
march home empty-handed ?-Ingenuity offered 
a partial remedy. One, more dexterous than 
the rest, proceeded to flay the chief's body; then, 
cutting the skin in narrow slips, of 10 or 12 

inches long, produced, at once, a supply of 
razor-straps for the more " ferocious" of his 
brethren. \Ve know that the editor of the 
Unitad States' governrnent-papet·, the "National 
Intelligencer,'' not many months ago,* flew 
into a violent rage, because some anonimous 
writer here had mentioned the circumstance. 
How wiJI the American government bear to 
hear the fact thus solemnly repeated, accom
panied by the declaration, that some of the 
British officers \vitnessed the transaction, and 
are ready to testify to the truth of it ?-But, 
have we not American testimony in support of 
the charge?-The same writer who was so struck 
with the majesty in Tecumseh's countenance, 
and who, of course, would, by every means in 

* Aug.21, 1817. 
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hi~ power, soften down an account that reflected 
so high di~hono1· upon his countrymen, says 
thus:-'' Some of t!.e Kentuckians disgraced 
themselves by committing indignities on his 
dead hod y. He was sea] ped, and otheru:ise 

di.ifigured ." • 
Considering the importance of Tecumseh's 

death to th 9 American cause, it is difficu Jt to 
account for gene•·al Harrison's omis~ion to notice 
it ; nnless we suppose, that the gener<tl did 
transmit the account, but so blended '"·it h the 
~' indignities'' committed upon the chief's per
son, that the American secretary at war, finding 
a difficulty in garbling, suppressed altogether, 
that paragraph oft he letter. This is strengthened 
by the circumstance of the flaying ceremony 
having been the topic of con\'ersation in the 
tTnited States, very soon after the receipt of the 
official letter, and of the priYate ones forwarced 
by the same express. t \re now disco,·er why 
the' American editors wished to prejudice the 
public mind against the character of Tecumseh. 
One of the three editors has been both artful 
and graceless enoug·h, to lavish encomiums upon 
the humanity of the ",-olunteers of Kentucky.u 
~'hese are his words:-" History can record to 
their honor that, not merely professing to be 

• ~urdick's Pol. and Ilist. R<'g. p. 84. 

+ The Author heard it spok~u of il'l Philadelph~a, about tl,l~ 

~n~d~lc 9-f O~to,bcr~ 
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Christian people, they gave a high examvle of 
Christian ,·irtues. For e"i] they returned not 

eviL For cruelty tlu .. y returned mercy and pro

tection."*-Had we taken up Dr. Smith's book, 

for the first time, we should have pronounced 

this an excellt:'nt piece of irony. 
On the day ~ucceeding the battle of •he 

Thames, major.general Proctor sent captain Le 
Breton, of the Newfoundland regiment, with 

a flag, to general Harrison, requesting· " that 

humane treatment might be extended to the 

British prisoners.'' t Contrary to tlte laws of 

'War, however, the American gener·al detained 

the British officer, and sent no reply to major·

general Proctor's letter. ~oon afterwards, gene

ral Harrison ·wrote a very insolent letter to 
major-general Vincent, on the subject of major
general Proctor's application ; enclosing letters 

fl'Om some of the British officers, in which tbe 

latter mentioned, that they were kindly treated 

by the Americans. General Harrison, in his letter 

to general Vincent, avows a knowledge of the 

contents of these enclosures. The impression 

once made, was not easily to be effaced. The 

British officers soon saw through the trick ; soon 

began to repent that, urged by premature grati

tude, they had so grossly deceived themselves, 
their friends, and the public. 

*History of the United St~tcs, Vol. Ill. p. 258. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 176. 
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On the 22d of October general Harrison, after 
garrisoning Detroit, Sandwich, and Amherst .. 
burg, and discharging the principal part of his 
Kentucky and Ohio volunteers, embarked, with 
his disposable regular force, on board commo
dore Perry's fleet, to join, agreeably to the 
orders of his government, the troops on the 
Niagara frontier. About the same time, the 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers, 
and privates, of major-general Proctor's late 
army, were transported, by water, from Detroit, 
to the portage on Lake Erie, distant 45 miles; 
and thence marched to Franklin-tm.vn, distant 
129 miles. Here they embarked in boats, and 
proceeded lOO miles down the Scioto to Chilli
cothe; at \vhich place some of the non-com
nlissioned officers and priYates were detained. 
The remainder of the British prisoners again 
proceeded by the Scioto, to Cincicnati on the 
Ohio. Here and at Newport-town, a military 
depot, half a mile across the river, was detained 
a second detachment, comprehending nearly all 
that were left, of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates. The small remnant, consisting 
almost wholly of commissioned officers, pro
ceeded to the ultimate point of destination, 
Frankfort, in Kentucky; just 612 miles from 
Detroit, and about the same distance from the 
nearest Atlantic port. 

Here, at Fraukfort, Kentucky, were" colonels 
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EYans, \rarburton, and Baubee, and major. 
i\'luir and Chambers,"* and other British com
missioned officers, thrown into prison.-Into 
what prison? The Penitentiary, along with 
40 cotnicts, condemned for murder, rape , 
forg-ery, coining, burglary, horse-stealing, &c. 
Lest the reader should doubt this, he wi11, in 
the Appendix, find, furnished by the keeper of 
the prison, a list of the convicts, their crimes, 

and sentences.t Comments are mmecessary. 
Yet, g-eneral Sheaffe did not behave thus to the 
American officers who surrendered at the battle 

of Queenstown.+ l\lany will be surprised that 
this mode of incarcerating British officers of 
rank and distinction, taken in honorable war, 
should be realized-not at Verdun in France, 

but-at Kentucky, in the United States: the 
land of liberty, where, among othet· advan
tages, a man may compound for " shooting his 
wife"i· by a four years' imprisonment, but, for 
"horse-stealing,"t he runs the chance of remain
ing in confinement six years longer !-Leaving 

our poor countrymen to ruminate over their 
misfortunes, in the midst of company so respect

able, ,~·e hasten to beguile the reader, with the 
busy scenes of hostility still carrying on in the 
neighbourhood of Lake Ontario. 

* Sketches of the War, p. 173. 

·1; App. No. 53. :j: Sec p. 101. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Progress of tlte expedition frnm Sackttt'.s Harbor
Its rendezvous at Grenadier lslaud-]J;Jontreal 
decided upon as the point rif attack-Ftint upon 
Kingston-Cannouade by British vessels upon 
the encampment at French CTeek-General 
Hampton's advance from Burlington, to form 
the p1·oposr:d junction-Battle of Chateaugay
DPfcat of general llampton's anny-lts retreat 
pcross tlte lines-Further progress of tlte expe
dition- General -,Vilkinson's P'roclamation to 
the Canadians-Attack on Jlatilda-Councit 
tif war at t!te W!tite House-Landing of the 
A 'merican troops-Skirmish at Houp-pole Creek 
-Depa'rLure of t!te B1·iti~lt cmps of observation 
from Kingston-Its arrival at Fort- ~Vellington, 
and its disembarkation at Point lroquuis-Alu-
tual cannonade bellaen the rival gun-boats
Battle of Chrystle1·'s-Retreat of the Ame-ricans 
-Purswt by the Britislz-Council f!f ww· at 
Barnlzarts-Sudden termination oftlte expedition 
-Remar!t·s on the causes of itsfaiturc-Loy(llty 
nf the Lower Canada militia-General Wilkin
son's new prqjects-His abandonment of his 
po~il ion at the Frenc!t ~.(ills-Destruction of his 
bo~tts, and 'retreat to PlfJltsburg-()olouel Scott's 
incursion to JJlalonc. 

THE grand, or FVilkinsonian expedition again 

claims our attention; and we will endearom· at 

a faint dt!scription (for faint it must be) of the 
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perils, both of the weather· and of the enemy, 
which it encountet·ed by the way : not omitting 
the catastrophe that gave a turn to its destina• 
tion~ as sudden as it was unexpected. 

Grenadier Island,• distant 18 miles from 
Sackett's Harbor, had, owing to it contiguity 
to the St. Lawrence, been clwsen for the 
point of rendezvous. As soon as commo
dore Chauncey could place his squadron, so as 
to prevent the army from being '' enterprised 
on b.v the enemy on an island," the division 
of ti'Oops previousi)T stationed at Sackett's Har
bor, as well as that which, part by water and 
part by )and, had arrived there from Hen
derson's Bay and Sandy Creek~ pushed off, in 
high spirits, for Grenadier Island. Ag·ain the 
wind roared, and again the rain pelted; but 
the expedition did ani ve, in '' scattered frag
ments," behveen the 17th and 24th of October. 
The army~ when full_v assembled, consisted of 
four brigades, or 12 regiments, of infantr.r~ a 
corps of resen-e, a st I'Ong rifle regiment, two 
regiments of rJragoons, and three regiments of 
artillery) to which were attached 38 field-pieces

1 

exclusive of about 20 pieces of battering can
non, mortars, howitzers, &c. From the American 
official returns we gather, that this force 
amounted to 8826 " non-commis ioned oH1t·ers 
and privatet\." 

* See Plate H. 
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During the early part of the month, in a cor .. 
respondence that took place between general 
Wilkinson and commodore Chauncey, the former 
states, that sir James Yeo, with his fleet, is in 
Kingston, and asks the commodore if it would 
be in his power to co-operate with his squadron 
in making the attack. The commodore replies, 
-'' This squadron is now, and always has been, 
ready to co-operate with the army in any enter
prise against the enemy, where it could be done 
with effect." 1\Ir. Secretary Armstroug. who, 
in order to invigorate the movements of the 
army, had been at Sackett's Harbor since early 
in the preceding month, appears to have taken 
his determination from the above ciJilling '' rdtere 

it could be done u:ith effect;" for, on the 16th of 
October, he writes to major-general Hampton 
thus:-" Ad vices from the Bay of Cante state, 
that he (the enemy) is coming rlown to Kingston, 
and that his sick and convalescents, to the num
ber of 1200, had already arri,·ed there. He will · 
bring with him about 1500 effectives; and, 
thanks to the storm, and our snail-like mm·e
ments down tke lake, they will be there before 
we can reach it. The manceuvre intended is 
lost, so far as rega•·ds Kingston. \Yhat we now 
do against that place, must be done by hard 

. k "* blows at some r1s . 
These '' hard blows" which 8826 American, 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 361. 
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might receive from 1500 British troops, saved 
Kingston. " Montreal is the safer and gt·eater 
object," says the soft-hearted secretary, " the 
weaker place, and you will find there the sma1le1· 
force to encounter."* To ensure a still "smal1et· 
force" at i\Iontreal, the next place of ha1t for 
the expedition was to be French Creek,t empty
ing itself directly opposite to the point at which 
an army, destined for Kingston, mig·ht be sup
posed to land. The expedition, consisting now 
of about 300 large boats and scows, exclusive 
of schooners, sloops, and gigs; and protected 
by 12 heavy gun-boats, arrived at the creel{, 
between the 26th of October and 3d of Novem
ber. As a precaution against any sudden attack, 
four " large battering IS-pounders, and two 5f 
inch howitzers," had been put in scows, ready
mounted, accompanied by every requisite for 
heating a furnace on shore. 

The '' violent wind and snow-storms" that 
had been so long raging, ceased on the I st; but, 
on the evening of the 3d, the genius of the 
Canadas resumed her annoyance, in the shape 
of" two brigs, two schooners, and se\'eral gun
boats;" which, as if to expose to ridicule the 
American commodore's assurance, that he was 
" in a situation to watch both channels " had 

' got out of Kingston, and descended one of them, 
time enough to cannonade the army at its 

* Wilkinson's lVIem. Vol. Ill. p. 448. +Sec l)Jatcs! I. and III. 
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encampment, by the creek side. Three of the' 

1-\ merican IS• pounders, and some field-pieces, 

were presently mounted on a flat rock; and a 

furnace was constructed. The British vessels, 

however, sustained little or no damage; but1 

t=·arly the next morning, were compelled to retire:; 

by the sudden appearance of the hostile fleet. 

Surprising as it may be, the above 8826 Ame~ 

rican troops, with their 58 guns and howitzers~ 

.formed a part only of the force that was destined 

to the attack of Montreal ; although there were 

'' no fortifications at that city, or in advance of 

it," and only " 200 sa.ilo1·s and 400 marines, 

with the militia, numbers unknown;" hut there 

were, to be sure, "2500 regular troops expected 

daily from Quebec." • General Hampton, 

therefore; with the American northern army; 

consisting of an '' effecti\'e regular force of 

4053" rank and file, and " auout 1500 militia,'' 

had been 01·dered to advance from Burlington, 

Yermont, and to form a junction with general 

'rilkinson at St. Re2'iS. As some Jittle obstruc-· 
<....; 

tions had, unknon·n to the commander-in-ch.ief; 

interfered to prevent this co-operation of the 

northern army, we shall leave the different 

generals at French Creel<, arranging th~ flags of 

their brigades; while we attend to the move•· 

ments of g·eneral Hampton. 

Tlte American secretary at war, in the same 

• Wiikinsou's Memoirs, Vol. Ill.; his App. No. 2ih 
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letter in which he appears to feel, by anticipation, 
the "hard blows"• preparing fo1· his countrymen 
at King·ston, says thus to major-general Hamp
ton:-'' In the case of an immediate descent 
of the St. Lawrence, the army will make its way 
to Isle Perrot, t whence we shall immediately 
open a communication with you. Under these 

. circumstances, you will approach the mouth of 
the Chateauo·ay, or other point which shall :::> • 

favor our junction, and hold the enemy in 
check.'' The major-general immediately set 
about obeying his orders; and the first point of 
halt at which his army, on its route from Bur
lington, excites any interest, is Chateau gay Four 
Corners, a small settlement, distant five miles 
from the national boundary-line, and about 45 
from the now proposed point of junction. Here 
it arrived on or about the 8th of October. Gene· 
ral Hampton's force has been stated at "7000 
infantry, and 200 cavalry;"; but we have no 
American authority for supposing that the latter 
exceeded 180, or the former 5520, making a total 
of 5700 men; accompanied by 10 pieces of can4· 
non. This army, except the small militia force 
attached to it, was the same that, with general 
Dearborn at its head, paraded across the lines 
and back to Plattsburg, in the autumn of 
1812.§ During tl1e twelvemonth that had since 

• Seep. 308. 

t App. No. 54. 

VOL. I. 

t About 4o miles from Montreal ; 
~ Sec p. 129. 

X 
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elapsed, the men had been drilled under an 
officer, major-generallzard, who had served one 
or two eampaigns in the French army. The 
troops were an in uniform, well clothed and 
equipped: in short, general Hampton com
nlanded, if not the most numerous, certainly 
the most effective, regular army, which tbe 
United States were able to send into the field 
during the late war. 

Having made arrangements that should 
ensure a communication with general Wilkin
son, so soon as he had passed Og·densburg, 
general Hampton moved forwa1·d from Four 
Corners on the 21st of October. On the same 
e\-·ening the advance, under major-general 
lzard, came sudde.nly upon 10 Indians, who 
had squatted down to take their meal. It is 
Heldom that Indians are surprised, but they were 
in this instance. One was shot, the remainder 
tled. This the American editors eaU " driving 
in the British piquets." On the evening of the 
22d the main body of the American army 
(.!llcamped at Sears's, distant from Chateaugay 
about 25 miles. The engineers had been com
pelled to cut a road for the artillery; and, with 
great labour and difficulty, had dragged it thus 
far on the march. 

The British ad,·anced c01:ps stationed near 
the frontiers, was commanded by lieutenant
colonel De Saluberry, of the Canadian fencible~ 
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and consisted of the two flank companies of that 
corps, four companies of voltiguers, and six 
flank companies of embodied militia and Cha
teaugay chasseurs, placed under the immediate 
orders of lieutenant-colonel l\lacdoneH, late of 
the Glengarr_r's, and who so distinguished him
self at Ogden5burg. • The whole of this force 
did not exceed 800 rank and file. There were 
also at the post 172 Indians, under captain 
Lamotte. No sooner was it known that the 
American army had crossed the lines, than lieu
tenant-colonel De Saluberry comn1enced opera
tions to check its advance. Having selected a 
position on the north-west side of the Chateau
gay river, along which runs the road by which 
general Hampton would be compelled to pass 
to Isle Perrot, the lieutenant~colonel caused 
trees to be felled, and placed as temporary breast
works on the banks of four deep ditches, or 
ravines, which, issuing· from a thick wood, 
crossed the road, and were distant from each 
other about 220 yards. 

In order that the enemy's artil1ery might 
not be brought to bear upon these hastily-con
structed breast-works, lieutenant-colonel De 
Saluberry sent forward, to a spot about a mile 
and a half in ad \'ance of his first, or outer line, 
a party of axe-men to destroy the brid<Yes and 

. 0 ' ' 

with the fragments and fallen trees, to auattis, 

• Seep. 13() . 

X 2 
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or obstruct the road. That the working party 
sent on this service might not be molested by 
the enemy's skirmishers, it was accompanied by 
two subaltern's detachments of voltigeurs. An 
American editor, in his account of this " succes
sion of breastworks," says that the rear-most 
one ''was well supplied with ordnance.''• On 
the contrary, not a gun was mounted there ; and 
the nearest guns were two 6-pounders, stationed 
about seven miles off. 

On the night of the 25th colonel Purdy, at 
the bead of the first brigade of the American 
army, forded the Chateau gay river, and marched 
down the right bank, for the purpose of flanking 
the British position, while m~jor-general lzard, 
with the second brigade, should attack it in 
front. It was not, however, till the next 
morning·, at 10 o'clock, that the American 
troops appeared in sight of the working party on 
the left bank. The two picq uets, after exchang
ing a few shots, retired to the abattis; whither 
the firing· had broug-ht lieutenant colonel De 
Saluberry, with a small force, which he instantly 
drew up in line; placing, in extended order, 
captain Fergusson's company, of the Canadian 
fencibles, flanked by 22 Indians, on the right 
and centre; and, on the left, extending to the 
river, captain Jean Baptiste Duchenay's com
pany of voltigeurs. The third. or captain 

• Sketches of the War, p. 187. 
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Jucherau Duchesnay's company of ,·oltigeurs, 
along with about 60 of the Beauharnois militia, 
was thrown back, en poteuce, on the left side of 
the abattis; so as to flank the appmach of colonel 
PurdJ''s bri!Tade a!Tainst the few Beauharnois e e 
militia, stationed on the rig·ht bank of the river. 
The little band of Canadians, thus assembled on 
the front line, amounted to no more than 240 
rank and file. The remainder of colonel De 
Saluberry,s force, exclusive of a few Beauhat·nois 
militia on the right bank, was under lieutenant
colonel l\Iacdonell's command, and distributed, 
as a reser\'e, behind the different breastworks; 
the outermost of which was upwards of a mile 
in the rear of the abattis, now about to be 
attacked. 

Soon after the lieutenat;1t-colonel hC\d made his 
disposition, general Hampton's second brigade 
of infantry, along with some cavalry, advanced 
across the plane in front of the ab«ttis. The Cana
dians commenced firing, and continued it with 
such effect, as to check the forward movement 
of the enemy; who, after remaining motionless 
for some time, wheeled to the left into line 

' and ~hen opened upon the Canadians a spirited 
fire, which presently dr{)ve the skirmishers, sta
tioned near to the left, behind the fi'Ont edge of 
the abattis. The Americans, although they did 
not occupy one foot of the abattis, nor lieutenant
colonel De Saluberry retire one inch from tbe 
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ground on which he had been standing, cele
brated this partial retiring as a retreat. They 
were not a little surprised, however, to hear their 
huzzas repeated by the Canadians, accompanied 
by a noise ten times more terrific than even 
"colonel Brerst1er's Stentorian voice," By way 
of animating his little band, when thus momen
tarily pressed, colonel De Saluberry ordered 
the bugleman to sound the advance. This 
was heard by lieutenant-colonel l\'lacdonnell, 
who, thinking the colonel was in want of 
support, caused his own bugles to answe1·; 
and immediately advanced with two of his 
companies. He, at the same time, sent 10 or 
l-2 buglemen into the adjoining woods, with 
orders to separate, and blow with all theit· 
might. This little ruse de gue1Te led the Ameri
cans to believe, that they had more thousands 
than hundreds to contend with, and deterred 
them from even attempting to penetrate the 
abattis. They contented themselves with a long
shot warfare, in which, from the nature of the 
defences, they were almost the only sufterers. 

On the opposite, or right bank of the river, 
colonel Purdy's brigade, although neither abattis 

nor breastworks intertered to oppose its advance, 
had fared no better than major-general lzard's. 
After overpowering about 60 of the Beauharnois 
militia, unde1· captain Bruyere, the Americans 

tired across the river at the left of lieut~nant-
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colonel De Saluberry's linP; and recei\•ed a 
prompt fire in return from the left of captain 
I. Baptiste Duchesnay's, and the right of captain 
Jucherau Duchesnay's companies of voltigeurs. 
Lieutenant-colonel l\iacdonnell, previous to hi~ 
advance to the front Jine, had sent across the 
river, at the ford, by way of supporting the 
Beauharuois militia, captain Daly's company of 
militia, numbering 70 men. The latter, taking 
with him such of the Beauharnois men as had 
rallied, advanced along the riYer-bank; where 
he unexpectedly encountered a part of the 
enemJ, emerging, in great force, from the wood. 
Captain Daly's men, as they had been taught by 
lieutenant-colonel ~Iacdonnell, fired a volley, 
kneeling. The return-volley was fired by ten
fold numbers, and, but for that precaution, 
would hare destroyed nearly the whole of captain 
Daly's command. As it was, he received a 
severe wound; and, with his men, several of 
whom were wounded, and himself a second 
time, was uompelled to retreat. The Americans, 
in their pursuit, had to pass opposite to the vol
tigeurs who had been stationed en potence; and 
to which point colonel De Saluberry had just 
arrived from the fi'Ont line. Here the enemy's 
shouts of victory were suddenly stopped by a 
heavy and well.directed fire from the companies 
en potence. This threw the American troops 
into the greatest confusion, and drove them, 
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with precipitation, into the woods from which 
they had just advanced. 

It adds to the value of this gallant morning's 
work, which was achieved by less than 400 rank 
and fi1e, that the British, or rather the Canadian, 
loss amounted to only two killed, 16 wounded, 
and four missing: three of the latter were, in 
the official return,* included by mistake among 
the killed. After the firing had ceased against 
the British, it by no means ceased altogether ; 
for, no sooner did darkness come on, than the 
American troops, stationed in the wood on the 
opposite, or right bank of the river, commt:nce(l 
a most destructive fire upon each other ; and 
continued it during the greater part of the 
night. Just as day dawned, about 20 Americans, 
tuistaking some of the Canadian militia on the 
left bank for their own people, were compelled 
by them to surrender. In the course of that 
day, upwards of 90 bodie5 and graves were 
found by our people, on the right bank; also 
a large quantity of muskets, drums, knapsacks, 
provisions, &c. Every thing, in short, indicated 
the confusion into which the Americans had 
been thrown just previous to their retreat. On 
the 28th a party of the Beauharnois militia 
destroyed some newly erected bridges, within a 
mile of the enemy's camp. On the same evening 
the Indians, under captain La l\lotte, procee,ded 

* App. No. 16. 
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throuah the woods, and came up with the 
enem;'s rear guat·d. Het•e a slight skirmish 
ensued in which the Americans lost one killed , 

' and seven wounded. On the next day general 
Hampton's army broke up its second encamp
Iuent, and was on the high road to Four Corners. 
On this day, or the day previous, captain 
Debartzch, of the militia, was sent to the Ameri
can head-quarters with a flag. 'Vhen he stated 
the number and description of troops by which 
general Hampton had been opposed, the latter, 
scarcely able to keep his temper, insisted that 
the British force amounted to 7000 men. On 
being assured of the contrary, he asked,
" 'rhat, then, made the woods ring so with 
bugles ?"-Captain Debartzch explained this ; 
but it was, apparently, to no purpose. 

The American historian who undertakes to 
narrate the battle of Chateaugay, has certainly 
no enviable task to perform. One editor brings 
himself through pretty well, by not stating his 
own force at all, and then designating ours as 
'' a considerable force of British regulars, well 
supplied with ordnance." He names several 
American officers who " were particularly dis
tinguished;" and assures us, as he did at the 
battle of Stoney Creek, • that the army retreated 
'' on the advice of a council."t Mr. O'Connor 

• Seep. 211 . t Sketches of the War, p. 188. 
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sets all shame at defiance, and declares boldly, 
that " the whole American force engaged did 
not exceed 22.') men, on the side where the 
greatest force of the enemy were opposed; the 
other regiments did not arrive until the moment 
when the enemy were retiring, and were only 
formed, and in line, but took no part in the 
engagement."* In another place he says: ''The 
hardships the American army had endured, the 
continual rains that were falling, and the obstruc
tions" (over which any soldier might have 
jumped) '' in front, would have damped the 
ardor of troops less disposed to disregard all 
sufferings and perils in pursuit of glory, and 
in the service of their country; but, on the 
contrary, partaking largely of the spirit which 
inspired their commander in chief, e\'ery indi
vidual seemed uncommonly emulous of the 
enterprise." !\Jr. O'Connor afterwards lets us 
into the secret of what kind of " spirit" it was 
which the troops derived from their commander's 
example. He quotes a part of colonel Purdy's 
despatch, wherein the latter says: " I have, in 
common with other officers, been induced to 
believe, that he (general Hampton) was under 
the influence of a too free use of spirituous 
liquors."• The editor of an American news
paper, the " Albany Register," compliments 

* llist. of the \V ar, p. 138. 
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" the brave Hampton, and his Spartan band," 
for their performances at Chateaugay; and this 

without meaning it as a joke. 
From these amusing details we turn to the 

solemn asse·rerationsof American officers engaged 
in the action. Colonel \rilliam King, of the 
3d rifle regiment, part of general Hampton' 
force, and who had been despatched with the 
intelligence to major-general \Yill inson, in
formed the latter, that general Hampton's army 
had been defeated by a party of about 300 men; 
adding that, although he could not speak with 
precision of the number opposed to the Ameri
cans, the latter certainly had to contend with a 
very inferior force, and that the best troops, or 
those upon the right bank, behaved in the most 
rascally manner.* 

It is an additional satisfaction, to find it stated, 
in the same American work, that the force under 
major-general Hampton, was at least 5500 men. 
This battle was, indeed, sadly bungled by the 
Americans. Had colonel Purdy's men pushed 
boldly forwards to the ford at which captain 

Daly crossed, they would have g·ot into the rear 
of colonel De Saluberry's position, and compelled 

his small force to surrender. They had nothing 
to fear from reinforcements; for no British 
regulars were within 20 miles of the spot; and 

even they were not put in motion to suppoTt 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 74, 1 ~9. 
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colonel De Saluberry. The miscarriage ori
ginated partly, no doubt, in the ignorance or 
treachery of the guide employed by the Ameri
can general. We have sought in vain through 
doctor Smith's book for any account of the 
Chateaugay battle; and yet the cant-phrase of 
all these '' literary gentlemen'' who take upon 
themselves to write ''history," is, to be " studi
ously impartial.'' 

One circumstance in the statement given 
of the British force by Messrs. Thomson and 
O'Connor, had almost escaped us. By way of 
adding to the difficulties, against which the 
American troops had to combat, these editors 
will insist, that the " British regulars" within 
the breast-works were " commanded by sir 
George Prexost in person ;" founding their 
assertions on the official letter : and yet the 
more positive of the two declares the same 
official letter to be quite '~improbable, and wide 
from the truth."* The fact is, sir Georg·e . 
Prevost, having been visiting some posts in the 
neighbourhood, did arrive at the inner breast
work, just as the action ended. He received 
colonel De Saluberry's report; and, after be
stowing praise upon him and his 1ittle party, 
left the spot. If sir George could employ a 
substitute to write the official letter of a defeat, 
in which he, unfortunately, commanded, t what 

• History of the War. p. 140. t See p. 172. 
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difficulty is there in supposing, 'that he could 
himself write the official letter of a victory, in 
which he fortunatelr, did not co.mmand? ' . 

Not feeling himself safe at the Four Corners, 
general Hampton, on the 11th of November, 
bro.ke up his encampment, and retreated through 
l\forris-town and Chazec, to Plattsburg ; taking 
with him only fhe, out of 45, days' provisions. 
Now let us 1·eturn to the expedition. Commo
dore Chaun~ey having driven the " teazing'' 
British vessels from the bay opposite French 
Creek~ the guns and troops were re-embarked; 
and, on the morning of the 5th of November, 
this expedition which was to capture or blow-up 
l\Jontceal, floated down the stream, ''wind light, 
but favorable; weather pleasant," and} at mid:. 
night, arrived at a place called Hoag's, four 
miles below Morrisville, and about 40 from 
French Creek. At this point the water-pro
cession halted, preparatory to passing Fort
'reiJington, distant six miles further. The 
general here drew up, agreeably to established 
custom, a proclamation, addressed to the inha
bitants of the country he was about to conquer.* 
For its brevity, no less than its moderation, it 
far surpasses any thing of the sort hitherto 
promulgated by an American general. On the 
following day, the 7th, the powder and ammuni
tion were landed, and placed in eight waggons ; 

• App. No. 57. 
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and the troops, except enough to man the boats 
strongly, were also landed. As soon as it was 
quite dark, the boats, keeping close on the 
Ogdensburg side, and muffling their oars, passed 
Fort-Wellington, with little or no injm·y; and, 

rin m·der to re-embark the troops and ammuni
tion, halted again, opposite to the Red Mill, 14 
miles below Ogdensburg. 

On the afternoon of the 7th, colonel 1\'lacomb 
was ordered to land on the Canadian side, with 
" about 1200 men," for the purpose of driving 
the British from the prominent points of the 
river, and particularly from Fort-IUatilda, where 
the river is little more than 500 yards wide. 
Observing some people on the shore, the colonel 
landed his men " under the fire of the enemy," 
whom he rated at " about 200 militia and 
Indians, and 100 regulars;"'* but captain John 
Biddle, who was also present, says:-'' They (the 
boats) were fired at by some militia, perhaps 50 

· or 60.''t The colonel says:-'' One officer of the 
regulat· forcf's was taken."* Captain Bidd1e, in 
qualification of this, says:-" \re took prisoner 
captain Green, of the cmumissary's department.'' 
During the march of the American troops from 
the point of landing to l\Iatilda, distant one 
mile below, '' two platoons, being unable to 
distinguish, i"n consequence of the darkness, 
fired at each other." On arrhing at Fort-

• Wilkinson's 1\Iem. Vol. Ill. p. 169. + Ibid. p. 303. 
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l\Iatilda, there was nothing there, says the Ame
J'ican captain," which indicated that it had 
been hastily abandoned. There was no artiJlery 
there. 1\'o artillery or munitions of waa· were 
found."• The American colonel says:-'' Her~ 
(at Fort • .L\Iatilda) we expected the enemy would 
make a stand ; but thev ran off, leaving eigltt 
or ten muskets, "t whether with or without 
locks no where appears; and the colonel actu. 
ally deposes, (for all this is on oath,) that "there 
was, at Matilda, every indication of a large 

force."t 
On the forenoon of the 8th the boats anived, 

and halted, at the " -bite House, opposite to 
1\'latilda. At this point the dragoons were ca•·
ried across, from the American side, in the 
artillery scows. "-bile the expedition rested 
here, general \rilkinson, ha,·ingjust been advised, 
" by a confidential intelligencer direct from 
l\1ontreal, employed and paid by colonel Swift 
of the engineers," that the British had, " at 
Cornwall 400 regular troops, at the Coteau du 
Lac, an island opposite, 1000, and at the Cedars 
2 or 300," + summoned a council of his prin
cipal officers ; to whom he stated his force at 
" 7000 non-commissioned officers and privates," 
and declared he looked forward to the junction 
with general Hampton at St. Regis. The smaU 

•Wilkins;on's :11em. Vol. Ill. p. 305. 

:t: Ibid . P· 4iS>. 

t Ibid. p. 162. 
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force at Montreal and its immediate neighbour. 
hood* was also stated; when four of the general 
officers decided to ''proceed to attack Mont
real, the object of the expedition;" the remaining 
two qualified their assent with-" because we 
know of no other alternative." The only part 
of this document that surprises us, is the reduced 
amount of the American force. We can con• 
ceive that some loss had ensued from sickness, 
desertion, and other casualties, but not equal to 
the difference between 8826, and 7000, non
commissioned officers and privates. We must 
suppose that the general had begun to be less 
sanguine in his expectations; and that he stated 
the force at his immediate disposal somewhat 
below the truth, in order to induce the council 
to adopt the safer proceeding. 

In the afternoon of the 9th of NoYember the 
flotilla arrived at \l illiamsburg, on the Canadian 
shore, near Ch1:ystler's field. From this place 
colonel Bissel was sent down the river, ·with 
about 400 men, to reconnoitre a small island, 
upon which some Canadian militia-men were 
supposed to be stationed, and brigadier-general 
Brown was ordered to land on the Canadian 
side, with his own brigade, the ellte corps, and 
a detachm.ent of artillery, amounting in all to 
~' from 2300 to 2500 men,'' t and drive the 
British troops, if any 8hould be discovered, from 

• Seep. 304. t " ' ilkinson's Mcm. Vol. Ill. p. 83. 
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the shore; down l'rhich he was to march, to 
Barn hart's, a distance of about :20 miles. At the 
same time, in order to lighten the Loats, so tbat 
they might descend, ·with less danger, a long 
and Yiolent rapid, caiJed the Long Saut, briga
dier-g·eneral Boyrl was ordered to land with "all 
the well men of the other brigades," excepting 
a sufficient number to na,·igate the boats; in 
order to prevent the Briti~h on the rear from 
making an adYantageous attack; and, if attacked, 
general Boyd was " to turn about and beat 
them."* The American commander-in-chiPf 
further ordered tl.tat, '• in case of an attack in 
force, beyond all expectation,"* the two bri
gades were to form a junction. 

Colonel Bissel, with his detachment ofinf<lntry 
and artillery, protected by four gun-boats, 
landed on the island near the foot of the dreaded 
rapid, and was told by some females, that " the 
enemy hud been there." Brigadjer-gen(~ral Brown, 
on the morning of the lOth, ad-ranced on hi . 
march along the Canada- shore, and arrived about 
noon in the neighLourhood of Hoop-po1e Creek, 
distant from Chrystler's farm about 12, and 
from the Yillage of Corn wall, t on the St. Law
rence, about sev~n miies. At the latter }!lat:e 
was stationed captain Dennis of the 49th, \.Yitl 
one seJJ·eant, and one rauk and file of that r~ o i-t-

ment, 300 militia belonging to the coun~it-s of 

\-' OL. I. 
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Dundass and Glengarry, and 28 Indians. The 
instant this active officer was apprized of general 
Brown's approach, he, with his small force, 
sallied forth to endeavour at checking ·his 
advance. He first destroyed the bridge across 
the creek, and then so distributed his men in a 
thick wood bordering on the opposite bank, 
that their fire distracted the American troops, 
and caused them to suppose they had a numerous 
enemy to contend with. Although " some 
rounds of grape-shot were fired,"• no loss was 
sustained on our part. The Americans admit a 
loss of several men killed, and one officer, lieu
tenant Corry, of the 25th regiment, wounded. 
This trifling skirmish, and the breaking up of 
the bridges, delayed general llrown·s march, 
upwards of three hours ; thereby enabling cap
tain Dennis, not only to carry off all the stores 
that had been deposited at Cornwall, but to !Save 
from capture 12 batteaux that were proceeding 
to Kingston. One of· general Brown's officers 
states captain Dennis's force at '' 4 or 500 Scotch 
n1ilitia and Indians." Another officer will insist, 
it was "colonel Dennis of the regular army,'' with 
800 men. Most of the other officers say, 1500 

1nen, besides Indians. So many troops) under 
the command of a captain, would look suspicious: 
therefore, those who had raised the men, found 
no difficulty in promoting· the officet·. 

* Wilkin~on\ :\I cm. Yol. II [. p. SOl. 
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These '' 1500 men" were "teazing" the gene
ral in front, and a like number were " hanging 
on and disturbino·'' his rear. 1Iaviu2: reduced 0 V 

the former full thret•-fourths, we shall now 
proceed to gi·re an account of what the latter 
consisted. As soon a the departure of the 
expedition from French Creek had pointed 
out its real destination, major-o-eneral De Rot
tenb rg, who had just arriYed from Queenstown 
with the 49th regiment, made preparations to 
harass its rea1·. On the 4th of 1\"m-ember the 
two flank-companies of that regiment were 
pushed on to Fort- 'rellington. The disposabl~ 
force now at Kingston amounted to eight very 
weak companies of the 49th, and nine equal1y 
weak companies of the 2d battalion of the 89th, 
under lieutenant-colonell\Iorrison ; who, on the 
morning of the 7th, taking with him, besides 
the 1·emains of those regiments, a small detach
ment of artiHery and artillery-drivers, haring 
in charge two 6-pounders, the whole i'lmount
ing to about 560 rank and file, embarked 
on board the Beresford and Sir Sidney S rni th 
schooners, seven gun-boats, and a quantity of 
batteaux, manned from the vessels of the fleet 

' 
and commanded by captain l\tlulcaster, R.N. 
This distinguished officer, bidding defiance to 
commodore Chauncey's annihilating threats, 
stood out of the harbor, with his flotilla, 
and dropped down the St. Lawrence to Fort-

Y 2 
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\reHington. Of this, g·eneral \Vilkinson had 
certainly reason to complain ; because commo
dore Chauncey, only three days previous, had 
pmmised him that, in case sir James should 
detach any of his force down the north channel, 
he \"fould send a sufficient force down to oppose 
him. Lieutenant-colonel Pearson had resumed 
the command of Fort-Wellington; .;F and, on the 
8th, joined his force, consisting of the two fl.ank
companies of the 49th, of detachments of the 
Canadian fencibles and voltigeurs, of militia
artillery, with a 6-pounder, and of half a dozen 
provincial dragoons, in all, about 2.10 rank and 
file, to the di\i~ion under lieutenant-colonel 
l\1orrison. The two schooners, dran·ing too 
much water, were here substituted for batteax; 
and the whole, within a few hours, were again 
advancing towards an enemy, whose numerical 
force was nearly ten-times superior. 

On · the 9th lieuteuant-colonel l\lorrison, 
with his corps of observation, landed at Point 
lroquois, on the Canadian side o_f the St. Law
renct>, and distant from Fort- \Yellington 13 

miles. In the course of this day the Indians 
ltad a slight skirmish l-Yith general Brown's 
piquet, in which the American 1najor Forsythe 
and one of his men n ere wounded. On the lOth 
the British encountert d, at 'reaver\-point, in 
\\"illiamsburg, general Boyd's advanced corps; 

* Sec p. 135. 
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hut, aft r a ~ w rounds from the 6-pounders, 

the Americans retired. At noon on that day 

captain 1\lulcaster got sight of the American 

gun-boaL, and dro,·e ix oft hem behind a point, 

near to which a part of the American army, 

protected by a battery of two 18-pounders1 was 

tationed. Con~idering the smallness of captain 

l\I ulcaster's force, and the impracticability of 

his retreating up the rin~r, it required all the 

skill, as well as gallantry, of that officer to 

carry on his matuEm'res \Yith safety. On the 

morning of the 11th the Briti~b gun-boats 

" continued to scratch))* poor g-eneral" ilkiuson ; 

and 'vere again cannonaded in return, not only 

by the American gun-boats, eight in number, 

(four having been detached,) but by the 

18-pounder battery on shore. 
Colonel :\lorrison's British, and general Boyd's 

American, detachments of troops being now very 

near to each other, we \Yill endea,·our to shew 

their relative strength. The Briti,.,h force, in

cluding 342 of the 40th rrgiment, amounted to 

800 rank and file ;t besides lieutenaut Anderson 

and about :30 Indians, who had accon1panied 

the detachment from King·ston. General \rilkin

son, in his amended official letter, t has contri \'eU 

to swell this force to '~ 1800 regulars, 300 milicia, 

and 40 Indians, total 2170 ;" and, in a uote to 

his massy "Memoirs,)) written long su bseq uent]y 

* A pp. ~ o. 59. t Ibid. No. 58. t I bid. No. 60, 
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to that ·letter, · the American general actually 
ventures to state thus:-" The enemy shewed 

2500 men in ' battalia', on the 11th, and this 
force was beaten back, by 1700 of our undisci

plined tl'Oops, upon a reserve of 700 men ; 
making the whole strength of the enemy 3200 

men."* Yet colonel 'Valbach, who was in the 
action, and " had a fair view of the enemy,'1 

swore, at the general's court-martial, that he 
supposed " the ,,·hole, regulars, Indians, and 

militia, to have been between 11 and 1200." t 
And as a further proof that general \rilkinson 
had been grossly mis~nformed, major-generals 
Lewis, Boyd, Covington, and Swartwout, all 

~'concurred in opinion," that the British force 
which appeared on the plane, H on the after .. 
noon of the lOth, amounted to about 500, and 
was not sufficient to prevent the adYance of the 

American troops."+ 
Having settled the point, as to the amount of 

the British force pre~ent at Chrystler's on the 
Ilth of November, our next task is to fix that 
of the Americans. General 'rilkinson, in his 
first letter, declares that general Boyd's "force 
eng<1g·ed did not exceed 1800 men." In his 
8econd 1e1ter, the g·eneral corrects his omission 

of a fol'ce of 600 men, under lieutenant-colonel 
li}Jham. How are we to reconcile this state. 

f WHkinson's ~Icm. Vol. Ill. p. 65. 

:t Ibid. P· l~~. 
t I bid. p. l5l, 
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ment of o-eneral Bol-·d's force, with that contained 
;::, . 

in the note to the g·eneral's book, already quoted; 

or both those statements, with the foJlowing 
' 

new assertion : '' The force under general Boyd, 
which engaged the enemy at Chry tier's, u·as 

superior to him."?* Consequently, it ought to 

have exceeded "3200 men:" which was not the 

case. 1\lajor-general Boyd had six pieces of 

artiJlery; two, in the first instance; and four 

that were bt·ought up along with colonel U pham·s 

t·einforcement. t As to the quality of general 

Boyd's detachment, we may gctther that from 

general \filkinson himself. " To lighten th«i 

batteaux," says the general, in his address to 

the court-martiul, " and sa\'e the army from 

insult, brigadier-general Boyd was ordereu to 

land with a select detachmnzt."+ It \Vas only 

three days previous that general " ' i\kinson 

stated Llis effective force at " 7000 non-commis

sioned officers and priv3te5.''§ General Brown's 

detachment is stated not to have exceeded 

2500 men; colonel ::\1acomb's, for the daring 

service at Fvrt- ,\Iatilda, 1200 men; and colonel 

Bissell's, with which he boldly landed upon 

a deserted i!lland near the long Saut, 400 men. 

Admitting neithe1· of these detachments to have 

re-joined, this would leave 2900 men for the 

force under general Boyd, and for the few 

* Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. III. p. 451. +Ibid. p. 152. 

t I bid. p 490. ~ Sec p. 303. 
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hoops stationed on board the flotilla, to assist 
the crews in navigating the rapids. That no 
other of the 2900 remaining troops were absent 
from the field at Chrystler's, we have the best of 
evidence, that of general Wilkinson himself. 
After he has said: " I directed 600 men, under 
lieutenant-colonel Vpham, and major Malcolm 
to reinforce brigadier-general Boyd," he adds,
" and ordered every man capable of bearing 
arms, who could be spared from the boats, to 
sustain the troops engaged."'*-Howe,·er, the 
disparity between lieutenant-colonel l\1orrison 
and major-general Boyd is a] ready so great, 
that we can cede to tbe latter a deduction equal 
to half the amount of the former's force; and 
yet lea\'e ou the American side a " select 
detachment'' of 2500 infantry, dragoons, and 
artillery ; supported by six field-pieces. 

1\o soonet· did general Boyd, '\Ybose force was 
at this time believed by the British commander 
to amount to '' between 3 and 4000 men,'' 
evince a disposition for battle, than the latter 
undaunting·ly drew up,-to borrow an Ameri
can phrase-" his Spartan band,"t in order to 
indulge l1is a&rel'sar_r. Ha,·ing, on his march by 
ChrystiP-r's farm, selected a po!-Oition, the lieu
tenant-colonel formed his men in the open fields, 
upon a front of about 700 yards. The flank 
companies oft he 49th and the detachment of the 

tF Wilkiuson's 1\Icru. Vol. Ill. p. 491. t Seep. 2~9. 
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Canadian fencibles, with a 6-pounder, wer 
posted on the right, a little advanced on the road 
·that passed the farm-house. Still further to the 
rig·ht and restino- on the river, were three com-' ~ 
panies of the 89th, under captain Barnes, formed 
en echelon; accompanied by the second 6-poun
der. The remnants of the 49th and 89th 
regiments, thrown more to the rear, with the 
third 6-pounder, formed the n1ain body and 
reser-re; extending to a pine wood on the left. 
This wood was occupied by the detachment of 
Canadian voltigeurs under major Herriot, aud 
by lieutenant Anderson and his 30 Indians; 
both parties having stationed themselves some
what in advance. 

The Am~rican army \-Vas drawn up in three 
columns; and four out of the six pieces of 
artillery were planted so as to enfilade the 
British right. At about two o'clock the British 
skirmi~hers were attacked by the American 21st 
regiment, of 632 rank and file,* under colonel 
Ripley, assisted by the artillery; and were 
driven in upon t e main body. l\1r. Thomson, ~o 
famous in battle-narrative, thus describes colonel 
Ripley's exploit: " Upon entering the open 
field, he discovered the British advance, consist
ing of the 49th and Glengarry'! regiments. " rith 
these he immediately commenced an action, In 

• Wilkiusou's :Mem. vol. Ill. p. 126. 

t Not a man of the Glengarry's was in the field. 
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which he twice charged these united regiments, 
either of which being more than equal to the 
21st, and drove them over the ravines and 
fences by which Chrystler's field was intersected; 
when they fell upon their main body."• 

At about half past two the action became 
general. The whole of general Swartwout's 
brigade, of which the 21st formed part, attempted 
to turn the British left ; but was repulsed by the 
remnants of the 49th and 89th regiments, of 
united, not more than 415 rank and file. These 
two corps now moved resolutely forward, firing 
occasionally by platoons. In the meanwhile, 
general Covington's brigade, supported by four 
}Jieces of artiJiery, had assaulted the British 
1·ight. The 49th and 89th, immediately took 
ground in that direction, en echelon, and formed 
in line under a heavy but irregular fire fr~m 
the ene1ny, who was drawn up within half
musket shot distance. A repetition of the 
steady platoon-firing, which so disconcerted the 
other, now threw into confusion this brigade. 
The 200 men of the '19th t n proceeded to 
charge one of the American guns, but were 
restrained, in consequence of a charge made 
upon the right by a body of American dragoons, 
under adjutant-general 'Yalbach; who would 
have had it in their power to attack the 49th in 
the rear. But the dragoons were so warmJy 

* Sketches of the War, p. 18-!. 
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received by captain Barnes' three companies 
of the 89th, and the 6-pounder, that they quickly 

retreated. The 89th companies, following up 
their advantage, rapidly charged upon, and 
captured, the 6-pounder po ted opposite to 
theirs. By this time major-general Covington 
had received a mortal wound, ''which threw his 
brigade into confusion."* In spite of the arri
val of colonel r pham's reinforcement, and of a 
upply of ammunition, the American troops 

gradually lost ground; till, at about half-past 
four, they ga,·e way at all points. Their light 
infantry attempted to co,·er their retreat, but 
was driven away by a judicious movement on 
the part of lieutenant-colonel Pearson. The 
detachment for the nig·ht, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel Plenderleath, occupied the 
ground from which the enemy had been driven. 
Had the 19th light dragoons been attached to 
colonel l\lorrison's force, the Americans might 
have been immediately pursued, and a great 
number of them taken prisoners. But the great 
disparity of numbers forbad a night-pursuit 
by infantry; especially as the enemy had the 
means of reinforcing· himself, so as to have 
encreased his superiority to a height- that must 
have given him success. 

Hitherto the battles between the British and 
Ameri can troops had been chiefly bush-fighting 

* Sketches of the War, p. 184. 
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skirmishes. Now they met in an open champaign, 
where there was no shelter for the American 
1·iflemen, nor rests for their pieces. A 11 was 

conducted, as general \Vilkinson says, "in open 
space, and fair combat." So steady was the 
firing, and so prompt and regular the move
ments, of colond Morrison's little corps, that, 
on their part, it resembled a field-day, rather 
than a destructive battle. Their opponents, 
although three-fold in number, fell before the 
superior tactics,-not to say, as, in a ~imilar case, 

an An1erican writer would, superior bravery, 
of the British regulars. The American troops, 
besides thei1· want of di~cipline and inexperi
ence, had difficulties to contend with, none of 
which are mentioned in the American accounts 
of the battle. They had been under arms all 
the previous night, during an incessant rain; 
and had to march to the attack over ploughed 
ground, almost knee-deep in mud. This ·was 
certainly discouraging to men, of lrhom we do 
not think quite so highly as general \ritkinson 
has made a British officer declare he did, in the 
exp•·ession :-'; Your troops, ~ir, are the bravest 

tnen I ltave ever seen."'it: 

The loss of the Briti5th on this occasion 

amounted to one captain, (captain l\airne of 
the 49th,) hro drummers, and 19 rank and file 
killed ; one lieuteuant-colo.nel, one captain, 

* Wilkiuson's :\Icm. Vol. Ill. p. 65. 
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nine subalterns, six serjeants, 131 rank and file, 
wounded ; and nine rank and file, and thr e 
Indians, missing; total 182.-This is one more 
than appears in the returns; because lieutenant
colonel Plenderleath, having been struck in the 
thigh by a grape-shot, as he tlJought slightly, 
did not report him elf; but, in a day oa· two 
afterwards, he experienced much uneasiness from 
his wound. Lieutenant-colonel Pearson, and 
captain Davis of the quarter-master-general's 
department, each had a hor e shot under 
him. According to general 'rilkinson's second 
o'fficial letter, some one hau -been lwa.ring him, 
with an account, " that the enemy's loss ex
ceeded 500 kil1ed and wounded.'' For the 
American loss in killed and wounded, we want 
no higher authority than the general's firs t 
letter. By that it appears that 102 were kil1ed, 
and 23i wounded; total 339. [\'" ot a lrord is 
said about the missing, or pri ~oners; although, 
besides the 100 and upwards in our possession, 
more were hourly bringing in , a t the date of 
colonel l\1orrison's despatch. 

Mr. O'Connor favors us wit h t he conclusion 
of major-general Boyd's report . T be genera i, 
to whose epistolary qual ificatio ns at least "e a Jt· 
no strangers,* admits that "the re~u lt of this 
action was not so brilliant and d ecisiYc" a~ he 
could have wished; and h as t he as!'.. u ranee to 

.;.-, Sec p. 25fl . 
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say: " The enemy were superior to us in num. 
hers, and greatly superior in position, and sup
ported by seven or eight heavy gun-boats.'' 
The first of these assertions needs no answer; 
the second may be true; and, as to the third, it 
may be replied to by the question,-What had 
become of the 12 gun-boats attached to the 
American flotilla? Mr. Boyd actually termi
nates his farcical letter with,-" 'Vhen all these 
circumstances are recollected, perhaps this day 
may be thought to haYe added some reputation 
to the American arms.''* After this we can 
scarcely be surpri ed at any inconsistencies in 
the official account of general 'riJkinson ; who, 
lying on his sick pa1let, had to contrir-e a letter 
as well as he could, out of the statements 
brought to him; among which he, no doubt, 
, ·ery cheerfully inserted, that " the front of 
the enemy \vas at first forced back more than 
a mile," and that " they never regained the 
ground they lost." Colonel 1\Jorrison's main 
body never lo~t an inch of ground : on the con
trary, it advanced upon the American line, or 
how could it have captured the piece of artillery, 
and the more than 100 prisoners? Having con
tributed nothing to fight, the general endeavours 
to argue, us out of the victory. He appears to 
have thought that colonel i\lorrison, with his 
800 men, was purposely sent, not merely to 

• Ilist. of the 'Var, p. 1--l.J. 
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watch the movements, and try to cut off a part, 

but to surround and capture the whole, of the 

8000 men, whom he, the general, was conduct

ino- in such l1aste to Montreal. It is admitted, 
0 

on all sides, that colonel 1\Iorrison did not do 

this. Had he made the attempt, he would have 

laid himself open to the eharge which the gene· 

ral so strongly urges against his own troops, in 

the ·words-" In the American service, temerity 

is too often taken for bravery, &c."* That 

colonel l\Iorrison, however, by his splendid 

victory (for we insist upon calling it so) at 

Chrystler's, did not only " retard," but mainly 
contribute to break up, the wild-goose expedi

tion of messieurs Armstrong, 'YiJkinson, and 
company, no reasonable man can doubt. 

1\lajor-general Boyd, with all his swaggering, 

considered himself ~s the beaten party; or why, 

when general 'lilkinson, through his aide de 

camp, colonel Pinkney, inquired of him,'' 'lhe

ther he (general Hoyd) could maintain himself 

on the bank that night," did he reply, " that 

he could not"?t The same officer deposes, that 

general Wilkinson excJairned against the boats 

putting off from the Canadi.:tn shore, and at· 

tempted to stop the movement; remarking,-as a 

proof how rightly he then judged,-'' that the 

enemy would say we had run away, and claim 

a victory ."t Mr. Thomson's account is an echo 

* Seep. 9CZ. t "'\\rill<in5on's Mem. Vol. III. p. 3-11. 
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of general Wilkinson's letter, enriched · witk 
some observations of his own. '' An impartial 
examination of the result," urges the historian, 
'' will lead to the conclusion, that it was a 
drawn battle; or that, if any advantage oc
curred to either party, they were decidedly 
gained by the Americans."• This is saying, 
with Ralpho,-

" For those that save themselves and fly, 

Go halves, at least, i' th' victory." 

But the general's admission of the severe loss 
he had sustained, renders only partially appli
cable the next couplet: 

" And sometimes, when the loss is small, 
And danger great, they challenge all." 

Mr. O'Connor, in his account, is more than 
usually eloquent. "This battle,'' he says," "'·as 
contested with a courage and obstinacy, that 
perhaps Lad no parallel. To '-\ itness undisci
plined troops, and unexperienced officers, sub
r,tituting courage and patriotism, in place of 
military knowledgP, and dms opposed for three 
hours to a regulal' army, uas a sig·ht on which 
the guardian angel of America must haYe looked 
'' ith exulting gratification. Amidst a shm-rer 
of musketry, and sltrapnel-shells, the brave Ame
rican~, insensible to fea r. dashed into the ranks 
of the enPmr, whose position was strengthened 
h .' 1 :n j ut's and thickets. The enemy retired 

;1, SJ, ctchcs of the " . ar, p. 185. 
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for more than a mile before the resolute and 
repeated charges. The brigade, first engaged, 
had expended its ammunition, and was com
pelled to reti1·e, in order to procure a supply. 
This movement so disconcerted the line, as to 
render it expedient for another brigade to retire. 
The artillery, owing to the nature of the ground, 
could not be brought up until after this event. 
The fire of the artillery was very destructive to 
the enemy; but when directed to retire, in 
passing a deep ravine, one piece was lost, but 
not till after the fall of its gallant leader, lieu
tenant Smith, and most of his men. The whole 
of the line was re-formed on the borders of those 
woods from which the enemy had first been 
driven; when night coming on, and the storm 
continuing, and the object of attack having 
been fully accomplished, the troops werf> 
clirected to return to the ground near the 
flotilla; which movement was executed in good 
order, and without any interruption from the 
enemy."* Doctor Smith, having the advantage 
of gleaning from both his brother historians, 
could not possibly miss incorporating into his 
account, l\1r. O'Connor's ingenious story about 
the piece of artillery sticking in the ravine 
while the troops were ret1 ring. " The enemy," 
adds the doctor, " having seized the abandoned 
piece of ordnance, claimed it as a trophy of 

* Hist. of the War, p. 142. 
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victory." • Nor has he omitted our " 500 in 
killed and wounded;" assuring his readers, that 
" there cannot be a doubt of the enemy's 
defeat." As both Mr. O'Connor and doctor 
Smith admit that the Americans " retired," and 
got clear off; yet c]aim for them the victory, 
what is this but friend Ralpho's argument:-

" For those wh& run from th' enemy, 
Engage them equally to fly; 

And, when the fight becomes a cha~c, 

Those win the day that win the race."? 

On the evening of the day of battle, the Ame
rican infantry embarked in their boats. Their 
prog·ress " in the descenC of the St. Lawrence, 
is very laconically expressed in the diary of the 
American captain Paige. Here are the words: 
" llth.-Battle; embark, and sail down the 
river about four miles; land on the American 
shore ;"t we may add,-to be out of harm's 
way. The next day the American troops re
embarked, and proceeded, at a furious rate 
down the rapids, to Barnhart's, nea1· to Corn
waiL At this point major-general Browa's, and 
the other detachments joined. Soon afterwards 
arri~·ed colonel Atkinson, inspector-general of 
the division under n1ajor-general Hampton, 
with a letter from the latter to general l\"ilkin
·on, dated at Four Corners, l\ovember 8. In 

• Ilist.ory of the U niteu States, Vol. II I. r· 26-t. 
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this letter general Hampton suggests a point of 
junction, preferable, in his opinion, to St. Regis; 
and, after stating how the roads are abatticd 

and obstructed, e\·en by Champlain and Cog
nawago, which is the route he proposes to 
take, subjoins this consolotary assurance:" But, 
by the employment of pack-horses, if I am not 
o'l·erpowered, I hope to be able to prevent your 

starving." 
Since the first appearance of day-light, on the 

GlOrning of the 12th, colonel Morrison, with his 

victorious troops, now reduced by theia· loss at 
Chrystler's to about 620 rank and file, had pro
ceEded down the Canadian shore, still further 
to annoy the invading foe. Scarcely had colonel 
Atkinson, on the afternoon of the same day, 
ddi\·ered his letter to the almost distracted 
general, than information came, that the " teaz. 
ing" enemy was again within a few hour's march 
of the American encampment. A council \Vas 

instantly summoned; which, imitating in point 
of despatch that assembled near Stoney Creek,* 

soon gave it as their U'il animous opinion, '' That 
he attack on l\1ontreal should be abandoned 

for the present sea~on, and the army nea r Corn
wall be immediately crossed to the American 

shore, for taking up winter quarters."t Accord
ingly, on the breaking up of the council, the 
dragoons and the artillery-horses passed over to 

• Seep. 211. t llist. of the War, P· 144. 
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the American side of the river ; and proceeded 

to French Mills, a settlement so called, situate 

u1:>on the right bank of the river Salmon, close to 

where it intersects the national boundary line. 

An army of upwards of 6000 men, with an 

immense quantity of artillery, would necessa
rily occupy a considerable time in embarking. 
There was, therefore, no occasion for the gene

ral to say : " I remained on the Canadian shore 
till the next day."* If, indeed, he and his troops 

are entitled to any praise for their exertions 

during the progress of their voyage from Fort

George, it was when the whole of them con

trived to huddle on board their vessels at Barn

hart's ; to descend tiJe St. LanTence, 15 miles, 

to the mouth ofth~ Salmon river; to ascend that 

stream, seven miles, to French :Vlills; and there to. 
disembark,-all in the course of one day. That 

this actually took place, we have American evi
dence to show. Captain Paige's journal con

cludes with the hro following items:-" 12th, 
Sail to Cornwall."-'' 13th, to French Mills." 

Very shortly after the Americans had quitted 

Cornwall, colonel lVIorrison, in order to obsene 

what would be their next movement, transferred 

thithe1· his head-quarters. Previously to his 

arrival at Cornwall, this enterprising officer had 

detached a force to the Amt>rican villag·e of 
V 

Hamilton, on the St. Lawrence; which force 

* App. No. 59. 
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seized and secured, to be held in safety till 'tent 
for, a considerable quantity of property, lately 
belono-ino· to merchants of Kingston.* Another 

~ 0 

detachment brought away from Ogdensburg a 
13-inch iron and a 10-inch brass mortar, with 

' 
their stores, and a la•·ge supply of provisions ; 
all which had been deposited there, in confident 
security, hy general "ilkinson's orders. 

As soon as the American general had des
patched the dragoons to Utica, he set a portion 
of his troops to felling trees, and constructing 
block-houses and abattis, lest colonel .Morrison, 
or the British at Cote~u du Lac, should, with 
their small force, cross over to attack him. This 
sudden change from offensive to defensive mea
sures, on the part of general \filkinson, produced 
a corresponding effect upon the minds of the 
Canadians; whose well-founded alarm had now 
given place to a feeling bordering on contempt. 

Before we proceed further, we will submit a 
few remarks upon the causes that led to the 
failure of an expedition, whose magnitude, in 
the eyes of all but of those engaged in it, 
appeared quite disproportionate to the object 
for which it had been so expensively, and so 
boastingly got up. 

General ·wilkinson lays much of the blame at 
the door of~~ r. Secretary Arrnst rong; first, for 
having played a double p~• rt between general 

* App. Nos. 55. and 50. 
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Hampton and him ; next, for having decei\'ed 
him as to the real point of attack, and as to 
commodore Channcey's capabilty to prevent his 
being pursued and " scratched" by captain 
Mulcast.er's gun-boats, as well as by the force 
landed out of them at Chrystler's; but, above 
all, as to the disposition of the Canadians, aJong 
whose shores the voyage to Mont1·eal must neces
sarily be undertaken. One of the secretary's 
letters, dated" Antwerp, 27th of October, 1813,,. 

contains this paragraph :-" Three days ago, 
he (the enemy) called out a regiment of militia, 
which produced but 15 men, 14 of whom 
deserted during the first nig·ht of their service." 
From this, general w· ilkinson very natura11y 
expected, that the people \Vould, the instant 
they read his proclamation, throw themseh'es, by 
hundreds, upon American protection. How he 
was deceived may be gathered from his own 
words. " The enemy," says the general, in his 
official letter, " deserve credit for their zeal 
and intelligence, which the actiH~ universal 
hostility of the male inhabitants of the country 
enabled them to employ to the g•·eatest advan
tage." This is certainly a high compliment, if 
not to the foresight and penetration of the 
American secretary, at least to the loyalty and 
devotion of the inhabitants of the Canadas. 
Among the causes of delay in the early mm·e
ments of the expedition, we are pleased to see 
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a prominent one stated in " the masterly ma
nreuvres of the Briti~h squadron, under sir James 
Yeo ;''*-a proof that the laf ter's " \'apouring" 
was mote substantial than the general, when he 
reproached him with that epithet, had reason 
to expect. 

It was certainly a surprise to many, that the 
American gorernment should have expected to 
succeed in amalgamatiug two such characters as 
Hampton and \Yilkinson; men whose political 
tenets were, and always had been, diametrically 
opposite; and that in a country, too, where 
party-rancor rises to the highest pitch; ofte~ 

making 111ontagues and Capulets of families that. 
would otherwise live in the bonds of harmony 
and good .fellowship. 

From the moment the expedition had de
parted from French Creek, the real point of attack 
was no longer doubtful. " ·hat occasion was 
there for detaching 1200 men to capture a com
missary and six muskets; or 400, with a show 
of gun-boats, to alarm " some females"? It is 
true, 800 British troops followed general \Vil
kinson's rear; and, when attacked Ly, conquered 
in style, 2500 American troops. Why did not 
the latter rally the next morning, and, as Mr. 
Secretary Armstrong himself says, " destroy or 
disperse" this puny Bl'itish force? The American 
troops having escaped, however, and got safe to 

iF Wilkinson's l\Iem. V ~1. Ill. p. 378. 
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Cornwall, th.ree-fourths of the distance from 
Fort-George to Montreal, what obstacle arose 
to prevent the expedition from proceeding, along 
the remaining 80 miles, to an bonorable, as, 
considering the force employed, it must hale 
been successful, termination?-- \V hat! without 
general Hampton's co-overatiou?- Had not 
·general \Vilkinson already with him 6000 troops; 
and did he not state, in substaucP, to his council 
on the 8th,* and repeat to the secretary at war 
on the 15th, of November, two days after he had 
been at French Mills, that there were no forti
fications at Montreal, and that " the British 
·garrison consisted solely of 400 marines and 
200 sailors, which had been sent up from 
Quebec'' '? t The secret, then, of the failure of 
the attack upon l\Jontreal, if cha•·geable exclu
sively to the commander of the expedition, may 
be · summed U}J in the words applied by an 
American editor to a British commanding officer, 
-"the predominance of his apprehension O'f'er 
his bravery and fore-sight." :j: -If the blame 
-lay upon the troops, it was because they were 
deficient in those qualities which awed and 
conquered them at Chrystler's; and which alone 
can lead to g·lorious results, or, particularly 
\vhere high expectations have been formed, save 
the parties concerned from public derision. 

* Sec p. 175. t Hist. of the 'Var,p. 145. 

t Seep. 175, 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 345 

Intelligence of the expedition's having passed 
Fort-\\' ellino-ton had reached 1\Iontreal early on 

l:) 

the mornino- of the 9th. The militia-foa·ce of the 
~ 

country was instantly assembled, and stationed 
to the best advantage for defending the citr. 
l\Iuch credit is due to the Canadians, for the 
promptitude with which they obeyed the 
caJl to repel the invaders. From the state of 
the weather, and the known rapidity of the 
current, it was expected that the enemy would 
be almost at the messenger's heels. On the 
13th, after waiting so long in suspense, arrived 
the joyful tidings of colonel .l\Iorrison's victory ; 
and, on the 18th, the militia, in excellent spirit -, 
commenced their march homewards. 

Exclusive of colonel Y.lorrison's force at Coru
y;all, the chief part of the 103d regiment, unde r 
colonel Scott, was stationed at Coteau du Lac. 
Had the whole of this force, in conjunction with 
captain l\!Iulcaster's flotilla, proceeded up the 
Salmon river, before general \rilkinson began 
to fortify his quarters, the disheartened condition 
of his troops would have rendered their nume
rical superiority of no avail ; and resulted, at 
least, in the capture or destruction of the river
craft and gun-boats. This enterprise was actu
ally contemplated; hut, no orders for its execu
tion arriving from head-quarters, was afterward& 
abandoned. According to an American official 
return, the effective troops at Frenc-h 1\'lills, on 
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the 1st of December, amounted to " 4482 non
commissioned officers and privates ;"• and 

colonels Morrison and Scott could have brought 
into the field about 1750: consequently, in 
reference to the affair at Chrystler's, the dis

parity was not very alarming. 
The restless spirit of the American general 

could not allow many days to elapse, without 
his projecting another expedition against some 
"defenceless'' point of our Canadian possessions. 
For the re-establishment of his health he had 
fixed his head-quarters at 1\'lalone, a village 

about 15 miles south of French Mills; and, on 
the 7th of December, he forwarded to the secre

tary at war a plan of Isle aux l\oix, \Yith the 

fortifications, drawn up from the information 
of a deserter who left that post in July. Tl: ~ 
general considered that " the capture of the 

place might be easily accomplished in the course 

of the winter from Plattsburg.''t "'e are not 
told ·what reply the American secretary at 

war made to this proposition ; but presume it 
was a negative, as the general comes forward, 

on the 7th of January, with another plan, of 
much greater magnitude. " I propose," says 

this indefatigable schemer, '' to march, on the 
3d or 4th of next month, a column of 2000 men 

from Chateaugay, and the same from Platts-

• "Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 376. 
t Ibid. his A pp. No. 43. 
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burg, with the appropriate attirai), and the 
necessary sleighs for transport: the first to mo,·e 
by the route of generalllampton, to swePp the 
enemy to the St. Lawrence, then to turn to the 
r'" ht and march for St. Pit>ITe, while the second 

t- ' 

will march by the route of Hemmersford and La 
Tortue to form a junction at St. Pierre; from 
nhich point the united corps ,,-in proceed 
against the posts of St. Philip, L' Acadie, and 
St. John, and having beaten, routed, or captured 
the detachments at these defenceless canton
ments: shall be governed by circumstancPs, 
whether to occupy their quarters and hold the 
country, and reduce the Isle aux Noix, or 
return to our cantonments. Simultaneous with 
these movements, 4000 men from the French 
Mills will cross the St. Lawren~e, attack Corn
wall, capture or route the corps of the enemy's 
regular troops in that vicinity, disperse the 
militia, fortify and hold possession of the village, 
and then effectually cut off the intercourse 
between the two provinces."* 

This " conlre-coup" w hi eh was to ·" reach to 
the bone ofthe enemy,"* the general himself, in 
five days afterwards, declares to be unfeasible; 
although he had built his hopes of taking Corn
wall upon the knowledge that the 49th regiment 
had, since the middle of December, been de
tached to MontreaL In his next letter to the 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. his A pp. No. 48. 
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secretary at war, he complains sadly of the diffi
culty of subsisting the troops. "In this situation," 
says he "instead of advancing on the enemy, we 
are in danger of being corn pelled to retrograde for 
subsistence; and, as it would almost d~stroy 

the troops to erect second cantonments at this 
inclement season~ with the approbation of govern
ment, I will endeavour to find quarters tor them 
in Prescott and Kingston, which I consider 
practicable to a corps of hardihood and resolu
tion, aided by the facility of movement to be 
derived from sleds. Charge me not with 
c~price for thus suddenly Yarying my plan of 
operations; since it is caused by posterior 
information, which presents an insuperable 
obstacle to the execution of the project sub
mitted in my despatch of the 7th instant. The 
object now presented had not escaped my mind, 
but it was opposed bf my repugnance to give 
ground to the enemy, and to sacrifice our boats, 
the infallibl~ consequence of its execution. 
Should the president sanction the plan now 
proposed, I shall remove the ~ick, the convales
cent, and every article of useless baggage, 
together with the artillery and munitions of war, 
for which I shall ha,·e no occasion, to Plattsburg; 
shall destroy our boats, and break up the can
tonments at the French l\,Iills and Chateaugay; 
and, whilst I keep the enemy in expectation 
that these precautions are preparatory to the 
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attack of their posts and cantonments in my 
vicinity, I shall detach 1000 selected men, to 
steal a march, and take Pre cott by surprise or 
storm; whither I shall follow that detachment, 
with the main bod_v, a few hours after it marches; 
and, having e\·ery thing in readiness for the 
mo\·ement, ~y its rapidity, and the feints of 
some light parties, I shall prevent the enemy 
from penetrating my real design, until I have 
gained my first point." 

In anothet· part of his book the general favors 
us with '' an accurate plan and description" of 
the post, whose capture he designed to be his 
'' first point." " Prescott/' says he, " is a 
quadrangle of sod-work, without a single flank
ing angle, or exterior obstruction of any kind, 
with its battery pointed to the ri,·er, which the 
post was originally intended to t:ommancl; and 
to serve, at the same time, as an entzep6t between 
l\Iontreal and Kingston: a block-house had 
been ereeted for the interior defence, but the 
roof was flat, and cnuld have been gained 
without difficulty from the parapet. Sueh a 
place, without a ft·aising. ditch, palisades, or 
abattis, garrisoned by only 200 or 250 men, its 
utmost _strength, could have made little oppo
sition to columns of 500 select men marching 
simultaneously upon each of its faces.'' After 
having achieved this exploit, Kingston, it was 
considered, would fall with ease; and "Mon. 
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treal might be taken in the spring." For carry
ing his plans into execution, the general declares 
he can march from his present quarters " 5.500 

men;" having, according to the American _jour
nals, just received a reinforcement of regulars 
from Sackett's Hai·bor. He expects to be joined 

_by 2000 more regulars from the same place, 
and by an equal number of volunteers or mi
litia; making a total of 9500 men. " If suc
cessful," says this wordy warrior, " we shall 
destroy the squadron of the enemy at Kingston; 
kill and capture, eventually, 4000 of his best 
troops; recovtr what we have lost; save much 
blood and treasure to the nation; and conquer a 
prm·ince." *·-The secretary, far less sanguine . 
.S<lW tco much '' chance"t in the issue of this 
enterprise ; and, on the 20th, four days after 
the date, and scarcely as many hom·s after the 
receipt, of general \\ ilkinson's letter, directs 
him to abandon his pasition, to detach general 
Brown with 2000 men and a competent propor
tion of the field and battering cannon, to 
Sackett's Harbor, and to fall back with the 
residue of his force, stores, and baggage, to 
Plattsburg. 

On the nig-ht of the 12th of February, general 
Wilkinson ga,·e orders to burn his 300 riYer
craft and 12 gun-boats, all of which were frozen 
up; and then his huts, block-houses, and bar-

• 'Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 62-l. 
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racks, which had been erected at great labor 

and expense. His battering cannon and field

artilJery he succeeded in getting away; also a 

par of the ~tores and pro\'isions. The detach

ment which had been ordered to Sach:ett's 

Harbor proceeded thither; and the remainder of 

the troops, with the general at their head, made 

a rapid retreat upon Plattsburg and llurlington. 

Previously to the enemy'~ complete evacuation 

of his position, colonel Scott, of the l03d 
regiment, \Yith small detachments from that 

corps, the 89th, and the Canadian fencibles, and 

a piquet of li_ght cavalry, from Coteau du Lac 

and Cornwall, amounting, in aJJ, to about 1100 

rank and file, passed over the ice from the latter 

place to Salmon river, and arrived in time to 
press upon general \Yilkinson's rear-guard, and 

to capture about lOO sleigh-loads of stores and 

provisions. Colonel Scott and his party then 

proceeded, without the slightest opposition, to 

l\'lalone; thence to Madrid, and within a few 

miles of Plattsburg; and returned, by the route 

of Four Corners, with the loss of about 200 men 

by desertion, to his post at Coteau du Lac. 

Mr. Thomson has magnified our force, upon 

this occasion, to " 2000 regulars;"' although he 

must have seen, in the public prints, that the 

49th regiment had arrived at l\1ontrea1, since 

the 18th of December. This edito1· declares we 

" pillaged the property of individuals;" carried 
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off, not lOO sleigh-loads, but '' several barrels," 
of provisions; and that colonel Scott, .on ''hear
ing of the approach of the American troops, 
retreated in great confusion."* Had the A_me
rican troops trav~lled somewhat more slowly, 
a second opportunity would have been afforded 
them, of trying their boasted " hardihood and 
resolution" before a small corps of British ; and 
the signal for battle would have at once dis
pelled from the minds of the latter all thoughts 
of desertion. But the American commander 
reserved his men, perhaps, to carry into effect 
some ulterior plan of annoyance, less subject 
to " hard blows" in its progress, or to '' chance" 
in its result, than any of the numerous plans 
he had already been projecting. 

* S\;etchcs of the War , p. 'l5G. 
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No. I. 

From captain Roberts to the adjutant-gcne1·al. 

SIR, F ort-Michilimacinac, July 17, 1812. 

0 N the 15th instant I received letters, by express, from 

major-general Brock, with orders to adopt the most prudent 
measures either for offence or defence, which circumstanct'S 
mi~ht point out; and having received intelligence from the best 

information, that large reinforcements were expected to be 

thrown into this garrison, with the thomugh conviction that 
my situation at St. Joseph's was totally indefensible, I lleter

mened to lose no time in ma-king the meditated attack on 
this fort. 

On the 16th, at 10 o'clock in the morning, I embarked my 
few men, with about 180 Canadians, ami two iron 6-pounclers. 

The boats arrived without the smallest a~cident at the port of 

rendezvous, at three o'clock the following morning; by the 

exertions of the Canadians, one of the guns \vas brought up a 
height commanding the garrison, and ready to act about 10 

o'clock. A summons was then sent in; a copy of the capitu

lation which followed I have the honor to enclose. At 12 

o'clock the American colours were hauled down, and those of 

his majesty were hoisted. A committee has been appointed to 
examine into the state of the public stores. 

Enclosed also are the returns of the ordnance and milituy 
stores found in the fort, and the strength of the garrison. The 

greatest praise i~ due to every individucrl cmpl oyct.l in the 
VOL. I. A A 
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expedition ; to my own officers I am indebted, in particular, 
for their active assistance in carrying all my orders into effect. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
CHAS. RORERTS, Capt. Corn. 

Tho adjutant-gen. &c. &c. &c. 

No. 2~ 

.American capitulation. 

lleights above F ort.Michilimacinac, July 11, 1 il~ 

Capitulation agreed upon between captain Charles Roberts, com
manding his Britannic majesty's forces, on the one part,. 

,· and lieutenant Hanks, commanding the forces of the United 
States of America, on the other. 

Article I. The fort of Michilimacinac shall immediately be 
surrendered to the British forces. 

Art. 11. The garrison shall march out with the honors of 
·war, lay clown their arms, and become prisoners of war, and 
!hall be sent to the United States of America by his Britannic 
majesty, not to serve this war until regularly exchanged; and 
for the due performance <>f this article the officers pledge their 
word and honor. 

Art. Ill. All the merchant vessels in the harbor, with their 
respective cargoes, ~hall be in possession of their respective 
owners, 

Art. IV. Private property shall be held sacred as far as in 
my power. 

Art. V. All citizens of the United States, who shall not 
take the oath of allegiance to his Britannic majesty, shall depart 
with their property from the island, in one month from the. date 
hereof. 

CHARLES ROBERTS, captain, commanding 
hili Britannic majesty's troops • 

.Lieut. HANKS, commanding the forces of the 
U nitcd StatetS at Fort-Miehilimacinac. 
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Rct1un of the garrison of F ort-Michilimacinac. 

Two first-lieutenants, one surgeon's mate, three serjeants, 

four corporals, five musicians, six artificers, 39 pri...ates, one 

private sick.-Total 61. 

Return of ordnance taken in Fort-Michilimacinac. 

Two brass 5f inch howitzers, two brass 6-pounders on gar

rison carriages, one brass 3-pounder on a garrison carriage, 

two iron 9-pounders on garrison carriages. 

With a considerable proportion of ammunition and ordnance 

!to res. 
ALEX. PILMOUR, military conductor of stores. 

No. 3. 

From lieutenant Hanks to general H11ll. 

SIR, Detroit, August 14th, 1812 

I take the earliest opportunity to acquaint your excellency, 

of the surrender of the garrison of Michilirnacinac under my 

command, to his Britannic majesty's forces under the command 

of captain Charles Roberts, on the 17th ultimo. On the 16th 

I was informed that 5eteral nations of Indians then at St. 

J oseph's, and a British detachment, distant 45 miles, intended 

to make an ·immediate attack on Michilimacinac; I accord

ingly despatched captain Daurman to St. J oseph's to watch the 

Indians; he embarked about sun-set and met the British forces 

within 10 or 15 miles of the island, by whom he was made 

:prisoner, and put on his parole of honor. He was landed on 

the island at day-break, with positive orders to give no int\'lli

gence whatever; he was also instructed to take the inhRbitants 

of the village, indiscriminatdy, to a place on th e west side of 

the islanc4 where their person s and property would be protected 

by a British gnard; but, should they go to th t> for t, th ey won lu 
A A 2 
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be subject to a genc.ral mauacre by the savages, which would 

be inevitable if the garrison fired a gun. This information I 

r~ived from Dr. Day, who was passing through the vill~e, 
when every penon was flying for refuge to the enemy. 

Immediately OD being informed of the approach of the enemr, 

I placed ammunition, &c. in the block-houses, ordered every 
gun to be charged, and every preparation for action. About 
nine o'clock, I could discover that the enemy were in pos
session of the heights that commanded the fort, and one piece 

of artillery directed to the most defenceless part of the garrison. 

'!he Indians at this time were to be seen at the edge of the 
woods. At half-past 11 o'clock, the enemy sent in a. flag of 

truce, demanding a surrender of the fort and island to his 
Britannic majesty's forces. This, sir, was the firit infonnation 
I had of the declaration of war; I bad however anticipated it, 

and was as well prepared to meet such an event, as I possibly 
could have been with the force under my command, amounting 
to 57 effective men, including otlicers. 

I ban the honor to be, &c. 

Gen. Hull. HANKS. 

; .,,,,.,,,,,,lW### 

No. 4. 

General Hull's proolamation. 

Dy William HulJ, brigadier-general and commander of tile 
North-western army of the United States; 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Inhabitants of Canada, 

After 30 years of peace atld prosperity, the United' Sta~s 

have been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressionS, the 
insults and indigtlitics of Great Britain, have once more )eft 

them no alternative but manly_ resistance, or unconditional 

s uw11is~on. The army under my command has invaded yotl.tr 
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country; the standard of the United States now waves over tlw 

.territory of Canada. To the pcareable unoffending inhabitants, 

it brinas neither clanaer nor difficulty. I come to find enemies, 
0 0 

not to make them. I come to protect, not to injure you. 

Separated by an immense ocean, and an extensive wilderness, 

from Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils, 

no interest ia her conduct. 

You ha Ye felt her tyranny; you have seen her injustice ; 

but I do not ask you to a\'enge the one, or to redress the other. 

The United States are sutfciently powerful to afford every 

·security, consistent with their rights and your expectations. I 

tenuer you the invaluable blessing of civil, political, and reli

gious liberty, and their necessary result, individual and general 

prosperity ; that liberty which gave decision to our councils, 

-and energy t.o our conduct, in a struggle for independence, 

which "Conducted us safely and triumphantly through the stormy 

_period of the revolution-the liberty which J1as raised us to ao 

elevated rank amo-ng the nations of the world, and which 

afforded us a greater measure of peace and security, of weahh 

and improvement thaR ever feH to the lot of any people. In 

t.be name of my country, and the authority of government, I 

promise you protection to you persons, property, and rights: 

remain at your homes ; p~rsne your peaceful anci customary 

avocatioRs; raise not your hands agaiust your brethren. 

:\I any of your fathers fon.ght for the freedom and indepenllcncc 

we now enjoy. Being children, therefore, of the same family 

with us, and heirs of the same heritage, the arrival of an army 

of friends must be hailed by you with a cordial welcome. 

You will be emancipated from tyranny and oppression, and 

restored to the dignified station of freedom. llau I any doubt 

of eventual success, I might ask your assistance; but I do not. 

I come prepared for every contingenry-I hare a force which 

will break down all opposition, and that force is but the van

guard of a much greater. Jf contrary to your own interest~, 

and the just expectations of my country, you should take part 

in the approachjng contest, you will be considered and trcatc1\ 
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as enemies ; and tbe horrors and calamities of war w.ill stalk 

before you. If the barbarous and savage policy of Great 

Britain be pursued, and the savages are let loose to murder our 

citizens, and butchrr our women and children, this war will be 

a war of extermination. The first stroke of the tomahawk

the first attempt with the scalping-knife, will be the signal or 

one indiscriminate scene of desolation. No white man found 

fighting by the side of an indian, will be taken prisoner

instant death will be his lot. If the dictates of reason, duty, 

justice, and humanity, cannot prevent the employment of a 
force which respects no rights, and knows no wrong, it will be 

prevented by a severe and relentless system of retaliation. I 

doubt not your courage and firmness-! will not doubt your 

attachment to liberty. If you tender your services voluntarily, 

they will be accepted readily. The United States offer you 

Jleace, liberty, and security. Your choice lies between these 

and war, slavery and destruction. Choose then ; but choose 

\\ isely ; and may he who knows the justice of our cause, ancj 

:who holds in his hand the fate of nations, guide you to a result 

tl1c most compatible with your rights and interesti, your peace 

,and hilppiness. 
.By the general, 

A. P. HuLL. 
Captain of the 3d United States' regiment of infantry, and 

;tide de ~amp. .Head-quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812. 

WILI,IAM HULL. 

,,,,,.,.,.,,,.,,,.,~ 

No. 5. 

lif qjo1·-general J3roke' s pt·oclamation, in ansu:er. 

The unprol'pke,:J declaration of waF l1y the United States of 

.,A m erica, against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Jr~JilP~~ ~fld its ~epcm~encies 1 has JJ~~n followed by the actual 
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ion!i'ion of this province, in a remote frontier of tile western 
districts, by a detachment of the United States. 

The officer commanding that detachment has thought pro1 er 
to invite his majesty's subjects, not merely to a quiet and unrc. 
rsting submission, but insults them with a eaU to ~eek volun. 

tarily the protection of his government. 
Without condescendin~ te repeat the illiberal epithets be· 

stowed, in this appeal of the American commander to the people 
of Upper Canada, on the ttdmini tratH>n of his maje ty, every 
inhabitant of the province is de!i,.~d h> seek the confutatioo of 
such indecetJt slaodCf' in the review of his own particular cir
cumstances. \\.here is the Cattadian suhject who can truly 
affirm to himself, that he has been injured by the government, 
in his person, hi-s property, or his liberty? Where is to l>c 
found, in any part {)f the world, a growth so rapid in pros
perity and wealth, as this colony exhibits? SeWed, not 30 
years, by a band of veterans, exiled from their former posse -
sion-s on account of their loyalty, not a descendant of these 
brave people is to be found, wbo, under the fosteriug liberality 
of their so'Vereign, has not acquired a property and means of 
enjoy~"t superior to what 'vere possessed by their ancestors. 

This unequalled prosperity would not have been attained by 
the utmost liberality of the government, or the persevering 
industry of the people, had not the maritime power of the 
mother country secured to its colonists a safe access to every 
market, where the produce of their labour was in rcquclit. 

The unavoidable and immediate consequences of a scparatwn 
from Great Britain must be the loss of this incstimab!P advan
tage; and what is offered you in exchange? To become a 
territory of the United States, and share with them that exclu
sion from the ocean which tho policy of their government 
enforces; you are not even flattered with a participation of 
their boasted independence; and it is but too obvious that, once 
estranged from the powerful protection of the United King .. 
dom, you must be re-annexed to the dominion of f'rance, f.nun 
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which the prnviaccs of Canada were wr65f.cd by the arms o£ 

Great Britain, at a vast expense of blood and treasure, from no 

other motive than to relieve her ungrateful children from the
oppression of a cruel neighbour. This restitution of Canada 

to the empire of France, was the stipulated reward for the aid 

afforded to the revolted colonies, now the U oited States; the 

debt is still du~, and there can be no doubt but the pledge has 

been renewed as a consideration for commercial advantages, or 

rather for an expected relaxation in the tyranny of France 

over the commercial world. Are you prepared, inhabitants of 

Canada, to become willing subjects, or rather slaves, to the 

despot '\\ho rules the uations of Europe with a rod of iron? 

If not, arise in a bouy, exert your energies, co-operate cordi

ally with the king's regular force to repel the invader, and do 

not give cause to your children, when groaning under the 

oppression of a foreign master, to reproach you with having 

so easily parted with the richest inheritance of this earth-a 

participation in the name, charaeter, and freedom, of Britons; 

the sam~ spirit of justice, which will make every reasonable 

allowance for the unsuccessful efforts of zeal and loyalty, will 

not fail to punish the defalcation of principle. Every Canadian 

freeholder is, by deliberate choice, bound by the most solemn 

oaths to defend the monarchy, as well as his own property; to 

shrink from that engagement is a treason not to be forgiven. 

Let no man suppose that if, in this unexpected struggle, his 

, majesty's arms should he compelled to yield to an ovenhelm. 

ing force, that the province will be eventually abaudoned; the 

,endeared relation of its first settlers, the intrinsic value of its 

commercr, and the pretensions of its powerful rival to repossess 

the Cana,las, are pled{!.es that no peace will be established 

pctween the United States and Great Britain and Ireland, of 

.which the rc~tor.ation of those provinces does not mak~ the most 

1)romine.nt conditio.u. 
' :l)e not dismayed at the unjustifiable threat of the commander 

pf the enemy's forces1 to rcf~.;se quart(!r, slrould an Indian 
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appear in the ranks. The brave bands of natives which inhabit 

this colony, 'verc, like his majesty's subjects, punished for theil' 

:r:eal and fidelity, by the loss of their possessions in the late 

colonies, and re""arded by his majesty with lands of superio r 

nluc in this province. 
The faith of the British government has never yet been 

"Yiolated-they feel that the sod they inherit is to them and their 

}¥>Sterity protected from the ba•e arts, so frequently devised to 

oYer-reach their sympathy. By what new principle are they 

to be prohibited from defending their property? If their war

fare, from being different to that of the white people, is more 

terrific to the enemy, let him retrace his steps. They seek him 

not ; and cannot expect to find women and children in an in

vading army. But they are men, and have equal rights with 

all other men to defend themselves and their property when 

invaded, more especially when they find in the enemy's camp a 
ferocious and mortal foe, using the same warfare which the 

American commander affects to reprobate. 

This inconsistent and unjustifiable threat of refusing quarter, 

for such a cause as being found in arms with a brother-sufferer, 

in defence of invaded rights, must be exercised with the certain 

assurance of retaliation, not only in the limited operations of 

war in this part of the king's dominions, but in every quarte r 

of the globe; for the national character of Britain is not 

less distinguished for humanity than retributiye justice, which 

will consider the execution of the threat as deliberate murder, 

for which every subject of the offending power shall make 

expiation. 

ISAAC BROCK, major-gen. and president. 

Head-quarters, :Fort.George, July 22, 1812. 

By order of his honor the president, 

J. B. GLEGG, captain; lDll aide uc camp. 
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No. 6. 

From mtljor.gexeral Brock to sir Gtorge Prevost. 

Sm, H. Q. Detroit, Aug. 17. 
I have had the honor of informing your excellency, that 

the enemy effected his passage across the Detroit river on the 
12th ult. without opposition ; and that, after establishing him
Eclf at Sandwich, he hatl ravaged the country as far as the 
l\loravian town. Some skirmishes occurred between the troops 
under lieut .• col. St. George and the enemy, upon the river 
Canard, which uniformly terminated in his being repulsed with 
loss. I judged it proper to detach a force down the river 
Thames, capable of acting in conjunction with the garrison of 
Amherstburg offensively, but captain Chambers, whom I had 
appointed to direct this detachment, experienced difficulties that 
frustrated my intentions. The intelligence received from that 
quarter admitting of no delay, colonel Proctor wa& directed to 
assume the command, and his force was soon after increased, 
with sixty rank and file of the 41st regiment. 

In the mean time, the most strenuous measures were adopted 
to counteract the machinations of the e"il-disposed, and I soon 
experienced the gratification of receiving voluntary offers of 
:service from that portion of the embodied militia the most easily 
collected. In the attainment of this important point, gentle-. 
men of the first character and influence sbewed an example 
highly creditable to them; and I cannot, on this occasion, 
avoid mentioning the essential assistance I derhed from John 
M 'Don ell, esq. his majesty's attorney-general, who, from 
the bPgiuning of the war, has honored me with his services as 
my provincial aide de camp. A sufficiency of boats being col
lected at Long Point for the conveyance of 300 mt·n, the 
embarkation took place on the 8th instant, and in five days we 
arrived in safety at Amherstburg. 

I found that the judicious arrangement which had been 
adopted immediately upon the arrival of colonel Proctor, had 
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compelled the enemy to retreat, and take shelter under tbt 
gun!l of his fort,: that officer commenced operations, hy send

i-ng strong detachments across the ri•er, with a "Yiew of cutting 
off the enemy's communication 11 ith his service. 

This produced two smart skirmishes on the 5th and 9th inst. 
in which the enemy's loss was considerable, whilst ours amounted 
to three killed, and 13 wounded; amongst the latter, I hue 
particularly to regret captain l\luir and lieutenant Sutherland, 
of the 41st regiment: the former an officer of great experience, 
and both ardent in his majesty's service. Batteries had likewise 
been commenced opposite Fort-Detroit, for one IS-pounder, 
two 12, and two 5f inch mortars; all of which opened on the 
evening of the 15th, (having previously summoned brigadier. 
gen. Hull to surrender,) and although opposed by a well-directed 
1ire from seven 24-pounders, such was their construclion, under 
'the abl e direction of captain Dixon, of the royal engineers, 
that no injury was su~ained from its effect. 

The force at my disposal being collected in the course of the 
15th in the neighbourhood of Sandwich, the embarkation took 
place a little after day-light on the following morning, and the 
able arrangements of lieutenant Dewar, of the quarter-master-

_gener.d ' s department, the whole was, in a short time, landed 
without the smallest confusion at Spring Well, a good position, 
three miles west of Detroit. The Indians, who had in the 

mean time effected their landing two miles below, moved for
ward and oecupied the woods, about a mile and a half on our 
left. 

The force, which I instantly directed to march against the 
enemy, consisted of 30 royal artillery, 250 41st regiment, 50 
royal Newfoundland regiment, 400 militia, and about 600 
Indians, to which were attached three 6- pounders and two 
3-poumlers. The service of lieutenant Trough ton, commanding 
the royal artillery, an active and intelligcn t officer, being required 
iu the field, the direction of the batteries was in trusted to captain 
Hall, and the marine department, and I cannot withhold my 

~ntirc approbation of their conduct on this occasion. 
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I croJSed the river, with an intention of waiting in a itroog 
poaition the effect of our force upon the enemy's camp, and io 
bopes of compelling him to meet us in the field; but receiving 
information upon landing, that colonel M' A rthur, an officer of 
high reputation, had left the garrison three days before witJt a 
detachment of 500 men, and hearing, soon afterwards, that hia 
cavalry had been seen that morning three miles in our rear, I 
decided on an immediate attack. Accordingly, the troops ad
vanced to within one mile of the fort, and having ascertained 
that the enemy had taken little or no precaution towards the 
land-side, l resolved on an assault, whilst the Indians pene. 
trated his camp. Brigadier-gen. Hun, however, prevented this 
movement, by proposing a cessation of hostilities, for the pur
pose of preparing terms of capitulation. Lieutenant. col. Job a 
M'Donell and captain Glegg were accordingly deputed by me 
on this mission, and returned within an hour with the condi
tions, which I have the honor herewith to transmit. Certain 
£onsiderations afterwards induced me to agree to the two sup
Jilcmentary articles. 

The force thus surrendered to his majesty's arm~, cannot be 
~stimated at less than 2500 men. In this estimate, colonel 
;M' Arthur's detachment is iucluded, as he surrendered, agree
ably to the terms of capitulation, in the course of the evening, 
'vith th~ exception of 200 men, whom he left escorting a valua. 
ble convoy at some little distance in his rear; but there can 
be no doubt the officer commanding will consider himself 
eqnally bound by the .:apitulation. 

The enemy's aggregate force was divided into two troops of 
tavalry; one company of artillery engineers; the 4th United 
States' regiment; detachments of the 1st and 3d United States' 
r('giments, volunteers ; three regiments of the Ohio militia ; 
one regiment of the Michigan territory. 

Thirty-three pieces of bra~~ and iron ordnance have already 
been secured. 

Vvhen this contest commenced, many of the Indian nations 
were engaged iu the active warfare with the Unjted States, not-
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11ri'thstandiog tile constant endeaTours o( this gonrnment to 
dissuade them from it. Some of the principal chiefs happened 
to be at Amherstburgh, trying to procure a supply of arms and 
ammunition, which for years had been withheld, agreeably to 
tlw instructions received from sir J ames Craig, and since 
repeated by your excellency. 

From that moment they took a most active part, and ap. 
peared foremost on every occasion; they were led yesterday 
by colonel Elliot and captain M'Kie, and nothing could exceed 
their order and steadiness. A few prisoners were taken by 
them, during the advance, whom they treated with every 
humanity ; and it affords me much pleasure in assuring your 
excellency, that such was their forbearance and attention to 
what was required of them, that the enemy sustained no other 
loss in men than what was occasioned by the fire of our 
batteries. 

The high sense I entertain of the abilities and judgment of 
lieut.-col. 1\fyers, induced me to appoint him to the important 
command at Niagara; it was with reluctance I deprived myself 
of his as6istance, but I had no other expedient; his duties, as 
head of the quarter-master-general's department, were per
formed to my satisfaction by lieut .• colonel Nichol, quarter. 
master-general of the militia. 

Captain Glegg, my aide-de-camp, will have the honor of 
delivering this despatch to your excellency; he is charged with 
the colours taken at the capture of Fort-Detroit, and those of 
the 4th Cnited States' regiment. 

Captain Glegg ii capable of giving your excellency eTcry 
information respecting the state of this province, and I shalt 
esteem myself highly indebted to your excellency to afford him 
that protection, to wltich his meFit and length of service give 
him a powerful claim. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC BROCK, ·maj .• gen. 
P. S. I have the hono-r to enclose a copy of a proclamation 

which I iisued immediately on takjng possession of this co•ntry. 
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I should hue mentioned in the body o( my despatch the cap. 

ture of the Adams; she is a fine Yessel, and recently repaired, 
but without arms. 

No. 7. 

Capitulation of Forl-Detroit. 

Camp at Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812. 

Capitalation for the surrender of Fort-Detroit, entered into 

between maj.-gen. Brock, commanding his Britannic 

majesty's forces, on the one part, and brigadier-gen. Hull, 

commanding the north-western army of the United. State~ 

on the other part. 

Article I. Fort-Detroit, with all the troops, regulars as well 

as militia, will be immediately surrendered to the British forces 

under the command o~ maj.-gen. B~:ock, and will be con

sidered as prisoners of war, with the exception of such of the 

militia of the Michigan territory, who have not joined the 

army. 
Art. II. All public stores, arms, and all public documents, 

including every thing else of a public nature, will be immediately 

given up. 
Art. Ill. Private persons, and property of every .description 

will be respected. 
Art. I V. His excellency, brigadier-general Hull, having ex

pressed a desire that a detachment from the state of Ohio, on its 

way to join his army, as well as onesentfrom F ort-Detroit, under 

the command of colonel M 'Arthur, should be included in the 

_-capitulation, it is accordingly agreed to. It is, however, to be 

understood, that such part of the Ohio militia as hue not joined 

the army, will be permitted to return to their homes, on con

dition that thry will not serve duriug the war; their arms will 

ba deliven•d up, if belonging to the public. 

Art. V. The garrison will march out at the hour of 1'1 thi:; 
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dq, and the British forces will take immediate possession of the 

fort. 
J. MACDONELL, lieut •• col. militia, P.A. D. C. 
J~ B. GLEGG, major, A. D. C. 
JAMES MIETER, lieut .• cal. 5th U. S. infantrr. 
E. BRUSH, col. commanding 1st regiment of 

Michigan militia. 
Approved-W. HUL:h, brig .• gen. commanding the N. W. 

army. 
ApproTed-ISAAC BROCK, major-general. 

An article supplementary to the articles of capitulation, 
concluded at Detroit, the 16th of August, 1812. 

It is agreed that the officers and soldiers of Ohio militia and 
'110lunteers shall be permitted to proceed to thair respective 
homes, on this condition, that they do not serve during the 
p~:escnt war, unless they are exchanged. 

W. HULL, brig .• gen. commanding U. S. 
N. ,V, army. 

ISAAC BROCK, maj.-gen. 

An article in addition to the supplementary article of capitll
lation, concluded at Detroit, the 16th August, 1812. 

It is further agreed that the officers and soldiers of the 
};lichigan militia and volunteers, under the command of major 
'Yeatherall, shall be placed on the same principles as the Ohio 
militia and volunteers are placed by the supplementary article, 
of t-he 16th instant. 

W. HULL, brig.-gcn. commanding th.e 
N. W. army U. S. 

ISAAC BROCK, maj .• gcn. 

Return of the ordnance taken in the fort and batteries at 
Detroit, Augurt 16th, 1812. 

Iron Ordna~ce-nine 24-poundcrs, eight 12-poundcrs, five 
.9-pot:tudcu. Brass ordnance-three 6-poundcrs, t wct 4-poun-
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<lers, one 3-pounder, one s.inch IHtwitze,-, one 31-ineh dttto.
Total of ordnance taken-33. 

FELIX TROUGRTON, Jieut.-col. royal artillery. 

N. B. No time to take an inventory of ordnance stores, 
&c. and no return could be procured from the American 
officer. 

No. 8. 

Proclamation by Isaac Brock, Esq. major-general command
ing his majesty's forces in the prO'Vince of Upper 
Canada, ~c. 

'Vhereas the territory of Michigan was this day, by capitula
tiOfl, ced~ to the arms of his Britannic majesty, without any 
other condition than the protection of private property, and 
wishing to give an early proof of the ·moderation and justice of 
his majesty's government, I do hereby announce to all the 
inhabitants of the said territory, that the laws heretofore in 
existence shall continue in force until his majesty's pleasure be 
known, or so long as the peace and safety of the said terrihtry 
will admit thereof; and I do hereby also declare and make 
]~nown to the said inhabitants, that they shaH be protected in 
t.he full exercise and employment of their religion, of which all 
i'erwns both civil and military will take notice, and govern 
thcmsehes accordingly. 

All persons having in their possossion, or having any know
sedge of, any public property, shall forthwith deliver in the 
same, or give notice thereof to the officer commamling, or 
J~eutenant colonel Nichol, who are duly authorised to rccehe 
aod give proper receipts for the same. 

Officers of militia. will be held responsible, that all arms in 
the possession of militia-men be immediately given up, and all 
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individuals whatever who have in their possession arms of any 
kind, will give them up wittwut delay. 

Given under my hand at Detroit, this 16th clay of August, 
1812, and in the 52d year of his majesty's reign. 

ISAAC BROCK, maj .• gen. 

1\"o. 9. 

From brigadier-general llull to the American secretary at 
war. 

Fort-Gcorge, August ~6, 1812. 
SIR, 

Enclosed are the articles of capitulation, by which the fort 
or Detroit ltas been surrendered to major-general Brock, 
commanding his Britannic maje!ty 's forces in Upper Canac.Ja, 
and by which the troops have become prisoners of war. l\I y 
situation at present forbids me from detailing the particular 
causes which have led to this unfortunate event. I will, 
however, generally observe, that after the surrender of 
l\Iichilimack.inac, almost every tribe and nation of Indians, 
excepting a part of the Miamis and Delawares, north from 
beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond the Mississippi, south 
from the Ohio and Wabash, and east from every part of Upper 

Canada, and from all the intermediate country, joined in open 
hostility, under the Briti h standard, against the army I 
eommauded, contrary to the moiit solemn assurances of a 
large portion of them to remain neutral: even the Ottawa 
chiefs from Arbecrotch, who formed the delegation to Washing
ton the last summer, in whose friendship I know you had great 
confidence, are among the hostile tribes, and several of them 
distinguished leaders. Among the vast number of chiefs \Vho 
led the hostile bands, Tecumseh, Marpot, Logan, \Valk.in. 
tht-water, Split-log, &c. are considered the prinripali. Thjs 

YOL, l. BR 
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numerous assemblage of savagt·s, und·er the t-ntire inftueaee aod 

direction of the British commander, enahh·d him totally to 
obstruct the only communication which I had with my couot~y. 
This communication had been opened from the settlement. m 
the state of Ohio, 200 miles through a wilderness, by the 

fatigues of the army, wl1ich I had marched to the frontier on 

the river Detroit. The hotly of the lake being commanded by 

the British armed ships, and the shores and rivers by gun.boats, 

the army was totally deprived of an communication by water. 

On this extensive road it depended fur transportation of provi. 

sions, military stores, medicine, cloa tlling~ and every other 

supply, on pack-horses-all its operations w£>re successful 

until its arrh·al at Detroit, and in a few days it passed into the 

enemy's country, and all opposition seemed to fall before it.
One month it remained in possession of this country, and was 

fed from its resources. In different directions, detachments 

penetrated 60 miles in the settled part of the province, and the 

inhabitants seemed satisfied with the change of situation which 

appeared to be takinp; place. The militia from Amherstburg 

'vere daily deserting, and the whole country, then under the 

control of · the army, asked for protection. The lndian5 

generally, in the first instance, appeared to be neutralized, 

and determined to take no part in the contest. The fort of 

.Amherstburg was 18 miles below my encampment. Not a 

single cannon or mortar was on wheels suitable to carry before 

that place. l consulted my officers whether it wa.~ expedient to 

make an attempt on it with the bayonet alone, without cannon 

to make· a break in the first instance. The council I called lUS 

of the opinion it was not. The grea~st industry was exerted 

in making preparation, and it was not until the 7th of Augt:st 

that tw.o 24-pounders, and three howitzer!, were prt>parcd. 

It waa then my .intcntioa to have proceeded on the enterpri>e. 

\Vhile the operations of the army were delayed by these 

preparatiom, the clouds of adversity ha.d been for some tiat>, 

and seemed still thickly tfl he, gathering around me. The 

surrender of l\lichiliroacinac opened the northern biTe of 
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Indi:ms, and they were swarming down in nery direction. 

Reinforcements from Niagara had arrived at Amherstburg, 
under the command of colonel Proctor. The desertion of the 
militia ceased. Besides the rcinforcemeuts that came by water, 
I received information of a very considerable force under the 
command of major Chambers, on the river Le Trench, 'vith 
four field-pieces; and collecting the militia on his route, 
tvidently destined for Amherstburg. And, in addition to tl1is 
combination and increase of force, contrary to all my expecta
tions, the Wyandotes, Chippeways, Otta\u~, Pottawatamies, 
1\lunset>s, Delawares, &c. with whom I had the most friendly 
intercourse, at once p~sed over to Amberstburg, and accepted 
the tomahan·k and scalping-knife. There being now a vast 
number of Indians at the British post, they were sent to the 
river Huron, Brownstown, anti Maguago to intercept my 
communication.-To open this communication, I detached 
major Vanhorn, of the Ohio volunteers, with 200 men, to 
proceed as far as the river Raisin, under an expectation lte 

would meet captain Brush, with 150 men, volunteers from 
the state of Ohio, and a quantity of pro\'i.sion for the army; 
An amboscarlc was formed at Brownstowo, and major Vanhorn's 
detachment rlefeated, and returned to camp, without effecting 
the object of the expedition. 

In my letter of the 7th instant, you have the particulars of 
that transaction with a return of the killed and wounded. 
Under this sudden and unexpected change of things, and having 
received an express from general Hall, commanding opposite 
the British shore on the ~iagara.river, by which it appcred that 
there was no prospect of any co-operation from that quarter, 
and the two senior officers of the artillery having stated to me 
an opinion that it would be extremely difficult, if not impos
~ible, to pass Turkey-river, and river Aux Canards, with 
~4-pounders, and that they could not be transported by water, 
u the Queen Charlotte, which carried 18 24-pounders, lay in 
the river Detroit above the mouth of the river A ux Canards; 
and that it appeared iodispensibly necessary to open the 

BB 2 
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.cornm(micalion to the ri'rer Raisin and the Miami, I found myself 

compelled to suspend the operation against Amherstburg, aud 
concentrate the main force of the army at Detroit. }i'ully 

intending at that time, after the communication was opened, to 

re-cross the rifer, and pursue the object at Amherstburg, and 
strongly desirous of continuing protection to a very large 

number of inhabitants of Upper Canada, who had voluntarily 
accepted it under my proclamation, I established a fortress on 
the banks of the rher, a little below Detroit, calculated for a 
garrison of 300 men. On the evening of the 7th, and morning 

of the 8th instant, the army, excepting the garrison of 250 
infantry, and a corps of artillerists, all under the command of 

major Denny of the Ohio volunteers, re-crossed the river aml 

encamped at Detroit. In pursuance of the object of opening 

the communication, on which I considered the existence of the 
army depending, a detachment of 600 men, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel Miller, was immediately ordered. For a 
particular account of the proceedings of this detachment, and 
the memorable battle which was fought at Maguago which 

reflects the highest honor on the American arms, I refer you to 
my letter of the 31st August instant, a duplicate of which is 
enclosed, marked G.~ Nothing, however, but honor \Vai 

acquired by this victory; and, it is a painful consideration, 

that the blood of 75 gallant men, could only open the commu
nication as far as the points of their bayonets extended. 'fhe 
necessary care of the sick and wounded, and a very severe storm 
of rain, rendered their return to camp indispensibly necessary 

for their own comfort. Captain Brush with his small detach
ment, and the provisions being still at the riYer Raisin, in a 

situation to be destroyed by the savages, on the 13th instant, 
in the evening, I permitted colonels 1\1' Arthur and Cass to 

select from their regiment 400 of their most effective men, and 

proceed by an upper route through the woods, which I had 
wnt an express to captain Brush to take, and had directed the 
militia of the river Raisin to accompany him as a rl'inforcem<'nt. 

• Not publi!hed . 
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The force of the enemy continually incrrasing, and the nece~
sity of opening the communication, and acting on the defensive, 
becoming more apparent, I had, previous to detaching colonels 
}tl'Arthur and Cttss on the 11th instant, eucuatcd and destoycd 
the fort on the opposite bank. On tho 13th, in the evening, 
general Brock arrived at Amherstburg, about the hour colonels 
M'Arthur and Cass marched, of which at that time I had 
received no information. On the 15th 1 received a summons 
from him to surrender Fort-Detroit, of which the paper marked 
A is a copy. • My answer is marked B * At this time I 
received no information from colonels M'Arthur and Cass. 
An express was immediately sent, strongly escorted, with orders 
for them to return. On the 15th, as soon as general Brock 
received my letter, his batteries opened on the town and fort, 
and continued until evening. In the evening, all the British 
ships of war came nearly as far up the river as Sandwich, three 
miles below Detroit. At day-light, on the 16th, (at which 
time I had received no information from colonels M'Arthur 
and Cass, my expresses~ sent the evening before, and in the 
night, having been prevented from passing by numCTous bodies 
of Indians,) the cannonade re-commenced, and in a short time 
I received information, that the British army, and Indians, 
were landing below the Spring wells, under the cover of their 

ships of war. 
At this time the whole effective force at my disposal at 

Detroit did not exceed 800 men. Being new troops, and 
unaccustomed to a camp 1ife; having performed a labori9us 
march ; having been engaged in a number of battles and 
skirmishes, in which many had fallen, and more had received 
wounds, in addition to which a large number being sick, and 
unprovided with medicine, and the comforts necessary for their 
situation, are the general causes by which the strength of the 
army was thus reduced. The fort at this time was filled with 
women, children, and the old and decrepit people of the town 
and country; they were unsafe in the town, as it was en ti rely 

• Not published, 
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open and exposed to the enemy's batteries. Back of the fort, 

abotVe or below it, there was no safety for them on account of 

the Indians. In the first instance, the enemy's fire was prio. 

cipally directed against our batteries, towards the. close, it was 

directed against the fort alone, and almost every shot and shell 
had their effect. 

It now became necessary either to fight the enemy in the 

field; collect the whole force in the fort ; or propose terms of 

capitulation. I could not have carried in tu the field more than 

600 men, ~nd left an adequate force in the fort. There were 

landed at that time of the enemy a regular force of much more 

than that number, aml twice the number of Indians. Con

sidering thi5 great inequality of force, I did not think it 

expedient to adopt the first measure: the second must have 

been attended with a great sacrifice of blood, and no pos

iible advantage, because the contest could not have been 

&ustained more than a day for want of powder, and but a very 

(ew days for the want of provisions. In addition to this, 

CQ\onels M'Arthur and Ca•s would have been in a most 

1\azardous situation. I feared nothing but the last alternative 

-I have dared to adopt it-1 well know the high responsi
bility of the m~asure, and I take the whole of it on myself-it 

was di.ct~ted by a sense of duty, and a full conYictiou of its 

expediency. The bands of savages which had then joined the 

British force, were numerous beyond any former example. 
Their numbers have since increased, and the history of the 

barbarians of the norl.h of Europe does not furnish examples 

of more greedy violence than these savages have exhibited. A 

larg.e portion of the brave and gallant officers and men I 

command, would cheerfully have contested until the last 

c:;artridge had been expended, and the bayonets worn to the 

sockets. I could not consent to the useless sacrifice of such 

brave men, when I knew it was impossible for me to sustain 

my situation, It was impossible, in the nature of things, that 

an army tould h"ve been furnished with the uecc:-ssary supplies 

of provisions, military stores, cloathing and comfort for the 
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sick, on pacli-ltorsM, through a wilderness of 200 milM, fillt'd 
with hostile savage~. lt was impossible, sir, that this little 

army, worn clown Ly fatigue, by sicl<ncss, by wounds, nnd 
deaths, could have supported itself not only against the col
lected force of all the northern nations of Indians; but :tgainst the 
united strength of U ppcr Canada, who ·e population consists of 
more than 20 times the number contained in the territory of 
.Michigan, aided by the principal part of the regular forces of 
the province, and the wealth and influence of the north-11•est 
and other trading establishments among the Indians, which have 
in their employ:ncnt and under their entire control more than 
~WOO white men. Before I close this despatch, it is a duty I 
owe my respectable associates in command, colonels M'Arthur, 
Findley, Ca s, and lieu!enant.colonel :\liller, to express my 
obliga ti,ms to them for the prompt and judicious manner they 

have performed their respective duties. If aught has taken 
place during the campaign, which ill honorable to the army, 
these officers are entitled to a large !>hare of it. If the last act 

should be disapproved, no part of the censure belongs to them. 
I have likewise to express my obligation to ~encral Taylor, who 
has performed the duty of quarter-master-general, for his great 
exertions in procuring every thing in his dt·partment, which it 
was possible to furnish, for the convenience of the army; 
likewise to brigade-major Jessop, for the correct and punctual 

manner in which he has discharged his duty; and to the army 
generally for their exertion and the zeal they have manifested 
for the public interest. The death of Dr. Foster soon after he 
arrived at Detroit, was a severe misfortune to the army; it was 

increased by the capture t>f the Chichaga packet, by which the 
medicine and hospital stores were lost. He was commencing 

the best arrangements in the department of which he was the 

principal, with the very small means he posseued. I was 

likewise deprived of the necessary services of captain Partridge 
by sickness, the only officer of the corps of engineers attached 
to the army. All the officers and men have gone to their 
respectire homes, excepting the 4th United States' regiment, and 
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a small part of the 1st, and captain Dyson's company of 

artillery. Captain Dyson's company was left at Amherstburg, 

and the others are with me prisoners; they amount to about 

340. I have only to solicit an in,·estigation of my conduct, as 

early as my situation and the nature of things will admit ; and 

to add lhe further request that the government will not be 

unmj.ndful of my associates in captivity, and of the families of 

those brave men who have fallen in the contest. I have th~ 

honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. HULL, Brig.-Gen. 

Commanding the north-western army of the United States. 

Hon. W. Eustis, secretary of 

the department of war. 

No. 10. 

From maj01·-general Shea.ffe to sir G. Prevost. 

S1a, Fort-George, Oct. 13, 181'1. 

I have the honor of informing your excellency, that the 

enemy made an attack, with considerable force, this morn. 

ing, before day-light, on the position of Queenstown. On 

receiving intelligence of it, major-general Brock immediately 

proceeded to that post; and, I am excessively grieved in having 

to add, that he fell whilst gallantly cheering his troops to an 

exertion for maintaioing it. 'Vith him the position was lost: 

but the £·nemy was not allowed to retain it long, reinforcements 

having been sent up from this post, composed of regular troops, 

inilitia, and Indians, a movement was made to turn his left, 

while some artillery, under the able direction of captain Ho I. 

croft, supported by a body of infantry, engaged his attention 

in front. This operation was aided too by the judicious posi. 

tion which N urton, and the Indians with him, had taken on 

the woody brow of the high ground above Queenstown. A 
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communication being thus opened with Chippeway, ajunction 
was formed with succours that had been ordered from that post. 
The enemy was then attacked, and after a short but spirited 
conflict, was completely defeated. I had the satisfaction of 
receiving the sword of their commander, brigadier-general 
'Vadsworth, on the field of battle, and many officers, with 900 
men, were made prisoners, and more may yet be expected. A 
stand of colours, and one 6-pounder, were also taken. The 
action did not terminate till nearly three o'clock in the after
noon, and their loss, in killed and wounded, must have been 
considerable. Ours, I believe to have been comparatively 
small in numbers: no officer was killed besides major-general 
Brock, one of the most gallant and zealous officers in his 
majcst) 's service, whose loss cannot be too much deplored, and 
lieutenant-colonel 1\Iacdonncll, provincial aide de camp, ""hose 
gallantry and merit render him worthy of his chief. 

Captains Denois and Williams, commanding the flan k-com
panies of the 49th regiment, who were stationed at Queens town, 
were wounded, bravely contending at the head of their men 
against superior numbers; but I am glad to have it in my 
power to add, that captain Deonis fortunately was able to 
keep the field, though it was with pain and difficulty; and 
captain 'Villiams's wound is not likely long to deprive me of his 
services. 

I am particularly indebted to captain Holcroft of the royal 
artillery, for his judicious and skilful co-operation with the 
guns and howitzers under his immediate superintcndance; their 
well-directed fire contributed materially to the fortunate result 
of the day. 

Captain Derenzy of the 41st regiment, brought up the re
inforcement of that corps from F ort-George, and captain 
Bullock led that of the same regiment from Chippeway; and 
under their commands those detachments acquitted then1selves 
iu .such a manner, as to sustain the reputation which the 41st 
regiment had already acquired in the vicinity of Detroit . 

.Major-general Brock, soon after his arrival at Queenstown, 
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&ad sent down orden for battering the American Fort.Niagara. 

Brigade-major Evan1, who was left in charge of Fort.Georgr, 

directed the operations against it with so much effect, as to 
silence its fires, and to force the troo.ps to abandon it; and by 
his prudent precautions, he prevented mischief of a most serious 

nature, which otherwise might have been effected, the enemy 
)aaving used heated shot in firing at F ort-Gcorge. In these 

services he was most effectually aided by eoloneJ Claus, (who 
remained in the fort at my desire,) and by captain Vigoreaur, 
of the royal engineers. Brigade...rnajor Enns also mentions 

the conduct of captains Powell and Cameron, of the militia. 
artillery, in terms of commendation. 

Lieutenant Crowther, of the 41st regiment, had charge of two 
:J-pounders that had accompanied the movement of our little 

corps, and they were employed with good effect. 

Captain Glegg, of the 49th re~iment, aide.de-camp to onr 
lamented friend and general, afforded me most essential assis

tance; and I found the services of lieutenant Fowler of the 

41st regiment, assistant-deputy-quarter-master-general, very 
useful. I derived much aid, too, from the acti•ity and intelli
gence of lieutenant Kerr, of the Glengarry fencibJes, whom I 
employed in communicating with the Indians and other flanking

parties. 

I was unfortunately deprh·ed of the aid of the experience and 

ability of lieutenant-colonel Myers, deput1 quarter-master
general, who had been sent up to Fort-Erie a few days before 
on duty, which detained him there. 

Lieutenant-colonels Butler and CJark o( the militia; and 
captains Hatt, Du rand, Rowe, Applegarth, J ames, Crook5, 

Cooper, Robert Hamilton, M'Ewen, and Duncan Cameron; 
and lieutenants Richardson and Thomas Butler, commanding 

flank-companies of the Lincoln and York militia, led their 
men into action with great spirit. Major Merritt, commanding 

the Niagara dragoons, accompanied me, and gave much assis

tance, with part of his corps. Captain A. Hamilton, belonging 
to .it was dinblcd from riding, and attached himself to the guns 
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under captain Holcroft, who speaks highly of his activity 

and usefulness. I beg leave to add, that volunteers Shaw, 

Thomso'l and Jarvis, attached to the flank companies of the 

49th regimt'nt, conducted themselves with great spirit; the first 
hning been wounded, and the last h•ning been taken prisoner. 

I beg I ' ave to recommend these young men to your excellency's 

notice. Nor ton is wounded, but not badly; he and the Indians 

particularly distinguished themselves, and I have very great 

satisfaction in assuring your eAcellency, that the spirit and 

good conduct of his majesty's troops, of the militia, and of the 

other provincial corps, were eminently conspicuous on thi s 

occasion. 

I have not been able to ascertain yet the number of troops, 

or of those of the enemy engaged ; ours, I believe, did not 

exceed the number of the prisoners we have t:J.ken: and their 

advance, which effected a landing, probably amounted to 13 or 

1400 men. 

I shall do myself the honor of transmitting to your excel

lency further details, when I shall have received the several 

reports of the occurrences which did not pass under my own 

observation, with the return of the casualties, and those of 

the killed and wounded, and of the ordnance taken. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signeu) R. H. SHEAFFE. maJ.-gen. 

To his rxceHency sir George Prevost, bart. &c. 

No. 11. 

From general Van Rensselaer, to the American secretary of 
war. 

Head-quarters, Lewj.stown, October 14th, 181~. 
SIR, 

As the movements of this army under my command, since I 

had last the honor to address you on the 8th, have been of a 
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very important character, producing consequences serious to 
many individuals; establishing facts actually connected with 
the interest of the service and the safety of the army ; and as 

I stand prominently responsible for some of these consequences, 
I beg leave to explain to you, sir, and through you to my 
country, the situation and circumstances in which I have had 
to act, and the reasons and motives which governed me; and 
if the result is not all that might have been wished, it is such 
that, when ths whole ground shall be viewed, I 11hall cheerfully 
submit myself to the judgment of my country. 

In my letter of the 8th instant, I apprised you that the 
crisis in this campaign was rapidly advancing; and that (to 
repeat the same) " the blow must be soon struck, or all the 
toil and expense of the campaign \Vill go for nothing, for the 

whole will be tinged with dishonor." 

Under such impressions, I had, on the 5th instant, written 
to brigadier-generel Smyth, of the V nited States forces; 
requesting an interview with him, major-general HaJJ, and the 
commandants of regiments, for the pnrpose of conferring upon 
the subject-of future operations. I wrote major-general Hall 
to the same purport. On the llth had received no answer 

. from general Smyth: but in a note to me of the lOth, general 
Hall mentioned that general Smyth had not yet then agreed 
upon any day for the consultation. 

In the mean time, the partial success of lieutenant EJiiott at 
Black Rock (of which, however, I have receiYcd no official 
information) began to excite a strong disposition in the troops 
to act. This was expl'essed to me through various channels, in 
the shape of an alternative; that they must have orders to act, 
or at all hazards they would go home. I forbear here com. 
n\('.ntiug upon the obfious consequences, to me personally, of 
longer withholding my orders under such circumstances. 

I had a conference with --, as to the possibility of getting 
some person to pass over into Canada, and obtain correct 
information. On the morning of the 4th, he ·wrote to me 
that he had procured the man, \l" ho bore his letter to go over. 
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Instructions were given him: he passed over, and obtained such 
information as warranted · an immediate attack. This was 

confidently communicated to screral of my first officers, and 

produced great zeal to act; more especially a~ it might have 

a controlling effect upon the movement at Detroit, \Vhere it 

was supposed that general Brock had gone with all the force 

he dared to spare from the Nidgara frontier. The best prepa:. 

rations in my power, were therefore made to dislodge the 

enemy from the heights of Qucenstown, aud possess ourselvci 

of the vU!age; where the troops might be sheltered from the 

distressing inclemency of the weather. 

Lieutenant-coloop} FlemiHg's flying artillery, and a detach

ment of regular troops under his command, were ordered to be 

up in season from Fort.~iagara. Orders WE:'re also sent 

general Smyth, to send down from Buffaloc, such detachment 

of his brigade as existing circumstances in that vicinity might 

warrant. The attack was to be made at 3 o'clock, on the 

morning of the 11th, by crossing over in bo:tts from the old 

ferry opposite the height.-. To avoid any embarrassment in 

crossing the river, (which is here a sheet gf ' ' iolent edrlie!l,) 

experienced boatmen were procured, to take the boats, from 

the landing below to the place of embarkation. Lieutenant Sim 

was considered the man of the greatest skill for this service; he 

went a-head, aod, in the extreme darkness, passed the intended 

place far -up the river; and there, in a most extraordiRary 

manner, fastened his boat to the shore, and abandoned the 

detachment. In this front boat he had carr~ed nearly all the 

oars, which were prepared for the boats. In this agonizing 

dilemma stood officers and men, whose ardor had not been 

Gooled by exposure, through the night, to one of the most 

tremendous north-cast storms, which continued uoahated for 

28 hours, and deluged tne whole camp. Colonel Van Rensselaer 

was to have commanded the detachment. 

After this result, I had hoped that the patience of the troops 

\vould have continaed, until I could submit the plan suggested 

in my letter of the 8th, that I might act under, and in con-
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formity to, the opinion which might be then expressed. But 
my hope was idle; the previousJy excited ardor seemed to ban 
gained new heat from the late miscarriage; the brave men were 

mortified to stop short of their object, and the timid thought 
laurels half won by the attempt. 

On the morning of the 12th, such was the pressure upon me 
fr.om all quarters, that I became satbfied that my refusal to act 
might involve me in suspicion, and the scnice in ditgrace. 

Lieutenant-colonel Cbristic, 'vho had jnst arrived at the 
!<'our-mile Creek, and had, late in the night of the tst, con
templated an attack, gallantly offered me his own and his men's 
services: but he got my permission too late. He now again 
came forward, had a conference with colonel Van Rensselaer, · 
and begged that be might hat·e the honor of a command in the 
expedition. The arrangement was made. Colonel Van 
Rensselaer was to command one column of 300 militia ; and 
lieutenant-colonel Christie a column of the same number of 
regular troops. 

Every precaution was now adopted as to boats, and the most 
t::onfidential and experienced men to manage them. At an early 
hour in the night, lieutenant-colonel Christie marched hi~ 

detachment by the rear road from Niagara to the camp. At 
7 in the evening, lieutenant-colonel Stranahan'i regiment 
moved from Niagara falls: at 8 o'clock, Mead's, and at 9, 

1ieutenant-coloncl Bland's regiment marched from the same 
place. All were in camp in good season. Agreeably to my 
orders issued upon this occasion, the two columns were to pass 
over together; as sol}n as the heights shonld be carried, 
lieutenant-colonel Fenwiek's flying artillery was to pass over; 

then major l\'Inllany's detachment of regulars; and the other 
troops to follow in order. 

Colonel V an Rensselaer, with great presence of mind, ordered 
his officers to proceed with rapidity, and storm the fort. This 
service was gallal)-tly performed, and the enemy driven down 
the hill in every direction. Soon after this, both parties \fcre 
con5iderably reinforced, and the conflict wa3 renewed in yari. 
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Olti places. 1\fany of the tnemy took shelter behinJ a stone 

guardhouse, where a piece of oTdnance was now briskly sened~ 

I ordered the fire of our battery to be directed upon- the guard. 

house; and it \fl!l ~ eifectually d01w, that with eight or ten 
shot the fire was silenced. The enemy then retreated behind a 

Jarge stone house; but in a short time the route became general, 

and the enemy's fire waa silenced, except from a one-gun bat

tery, so far down the river u to be out of the reach of our 

heavy ordnance; and our light pieces could not silence it. A 
number of boats now passed over unannoyed, except by the one 

uosilenced gun. For sometime after I passed over, the victory 

appeared complete : but in expectation of further attacks, I 
was taking measures for fortifying my camp immediately; the 

direction of this service I committed to lieutenant Tottcn, of 

the engineer,. But very soon the enemy were reinforced, by a 
detachment of several hundred Indians from Chippcway ; they 

commenced a furious attack; but were promptly met and routed 

by the rifle and bayonet. By this time I perceived my troops 

were embarking very slowly. I passed immediately over to 

accelerate their movements; but, to my utter astenishmcnt, I 
found that, at the very moment when complete victory was in 

our hands, the ardor of the unengaged troops had entirely 

subsided. I rode in all directions; urged the men by every 

consideration to pass over, but in vain. Lieutrnant-col. Bloo!Il', 

who had been wounded an action, returned , mounted his horse, 

and rode through the camp; as did also judge Peck, who hap

pened to be here, exhorting the companies to proceed-but all 

in vain. 

At this time a large reinforcement from Fort-George wa~ 

discovered coming up the river. As the battery on the hill was 

considered an important check against their ascending the 
heights, measures were immediately taken to send them a f1esh 

supply of ammunition, as I learnt there were only left 20 shot 

for the 18-pounders. The reinforcements, however, obliqued 

to the right from the road, and formed a junction with the In. 
dlans, in the rear of the heights. Finding, to my infinite mor-
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Wication, that no reinforcement would pass over; seeing that 

anl)ther severe conflict must soon commence ; and knowing 

that the brave men at the heights were quite exhaustt'd, and 

nearly out of ammunition ; all I could do, was to send them a 

fresh supply of cartridges. At this critical moment I despatched 

a note to general Wadsworth, acquainting him with our situa
ti.on : leaving the course to be pursued much to his own judg

ment; with assurance that if he thought best to retreat, I 
~vould endeavour to send as many boats as I could command, 
and cover his retreat by every fire I couid safely make. But 
the boats were dispersed ; many of the boatmen had fled, panic 

struck; and but few got off. My note, however, could but 
little more than have reached general W. about 4 o'clock, when 
a most severe and obstinate conflict commenced, and continued 

for about half an hour, with a tremendous fire of canaon, flying 

artillery, and musketry. The enemy succeeded in re- possessing 
their battery, and gaining advantage on eYery side; the brave 
men who had gained the victory, being exhausted of strength 
and ammunition, and grieved at the unpardonable neglect o( 

their fellow soldiers, gave up the conflict. 
I can only add, that the victory was really won ; but l~t 

for the want of a small reinforcement; one-thirci part of the 

idle_ ~pen -might have saved all. ~ 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
STEPHEN VAN RENSSEJ.JAER. 

Hon. \Villiam Eustis, secretary of war. 

,,,,,,,~,,,,,, 

No. 12. 

From captain 1Vool to colonel Va11 Rensselaer. 

DEAR siR, Buffaloc, Oct.23, 1812 . . 
I ha\·e the honour to commuoicate to you the circumstances 

attending the storming of Quecnstown battery, on the 13th inst.; 
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-.rith those which happened previously you are already well 

acquainted. 
In pursuance of your order, we proceeded round the point 

and ascended the rocks, which brought us partly in rear of the 

battery. We took it without much resistance. I immediately 

formed the troops in rear of the battery, and fronting the vi]. 

)age, when I observed general Brock with his troops formed, 

conaisting of four companies of the 49th regiment, and a few 

militia, marching for our left tlank. I immediately detached a 

party of 150 men, to take possession of the heights above 

Queenstown battery, and to hold general Brock in check ; but 

in consequence of his superior force they retreated. I sent a 

reinforcement; notwithst::mding which, the enemy drove us to 

the edge of the hank: when, with the greatest exertions, we 

brought the troops to a stand, and ordered the officers to bring 

their men to a charge as soon as the ammunition was expended, 

which was executed with some confusion, anrl in a few moments 

the enemy retreated. 'Ye pursued them to the edge of the 

heights, when colonel M'Donald had his horse shot from under 

him, and himself was mortally wounded. In the interim, gene

ral Brock, in attempting to rally his forces, was killed, when 

the enemy dispersed in every direction. As soon as it wall 

practicable, I formed the troops in a line on the heights front. 

iug the village, and immediately detached flanking parties, 

which consisted of captain Machcsney of the 6th re!'1:iment, 

lieutenant Smith, ancl ensign Grosvenor, _with a small detach

ment of riflemen, who had that moment arrived; at the same 

time, I ordered lieutenant Gancsvoort and lieutenant Randolph,. 

with a detachment of artillery, to drill out an ~8-pounder which 

had been previously spiked, and if possible to bring it to bear 

upon the village. The wounded and prisoners I ordered to be 

collected, and sent to the guard-house. About this time, which 

was about three or fo11r o'clock in the afternoon, Ji r· utenant

col. Christie arrived, and took the, command. He ordered me 

across the river to get my wonn4s dr<'ssed. I remained a short 

time. Our flanking parties bad been driven in by the Indian ~; 

VOL. I. C C 
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but general Wads worth and other officers arriving, we had a 

short skirmish with them, and they retreated, and I croSied th" 
river. 

The officers engaged in storming the battery, were captains 
Wool and Ogilvie; lieutenants Kearney, Hugouin, Carr, aad 
Simmons, of the 43d regiment; lieutenants Ganesvoort and 

Randolph of the light artillery, and major 1.-ush of the militia. 
I recommend to your pariicular notice lieutenants Rao

dolph, Carr, and Kearney, for their brave conduct exhibited 
during the whole of the action. 

I ban the honour to be, 

Your most obodient humble servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, capt. 13th regt. inf. 

Colonel S. Van Ransselaer. 

No. 13. 

Fl'om lieutenant-col. Biuhopp to Jfajor-gen. Sheaffe. 

Frenchman's Creek, near Fort-Erii, 
S1n, Dec. 1, 181!. 

. J have the honor to inform you, that, on the morning of 
the 28th ultimo, between 4 and 5 o'clock, a firing was heard at 
Cbippeway, on the right of the line under my command. I pro .. 
cceded instantly in that direction, having given orders for cap
tain Kerby, of the militia artillery, with a light 6-pound1:.-r, 
captain Saunders's detachment of the 41st regiment, and captain 
Hamilton's company of the ~d Lincoln militia, to march, under 
·the command of lieutenant-col. Clark, to reinforce the right. 
On my arrival within six miles of Fort-Erie, I overtook 
major Hatt, of the 5fh Lincoln regirneut, with the militia under 

his command, intending to march to oppose the enemy: a de
tachment of the 49th regiment, and the light company of the 

41st regiment, under the command of lieutenant l\l'lntyre, 
having retreated to this position. 
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Major Ormsby informs me, that, aJJout 2 · o'clock in the 

morning, the enemy, consisting of about ..JOO men, many of 

whom were sailors, effected a landing at the Hcu House, oppo

site the quarters of lieutenant Lamont, 49th regiment, and suc. 

ceeded in gaining possession of the batteries, after having been 

most gallantly and warmly opposed by lieutenant King, of the 

royal artillery, commanding two field-pieces, and lieutenant 

Lamont, with a party, consisting of about 30 men only; the 

remainder of his detachment being stationed at the two batterirs 

on his right. Both these officers were severely wounded: the 

former taken prisoner. Captain Bostwick, commanding the 

~orfolk militia, stationed at the ferry, on hearing the report 

of musketry, immediately ordered the men under his command 

to form, and march to the point of attack : after having ex. 
changed a few rounds with the enemy, and finding he was of 

snperior force, he retired. Lieutenant Bryson, of the militia

artillery, finding the enemy gaining possession of the batteries, 

and being unable to defend himself against such a superior 

force, immediately spiked the 24-pounder in the half-moon bat

tery, prior to its falling into the hands of the enemy. The 

sentries at Fort- Erie hearing a firing in the direction of the bat

teries, major Ormsby marched at 2 o'clock, with the detach

ment of the 49th regiment, consisting of 80 men, to meet the 

enemy, and to support the batteries; leaving captain Whelan, 

according to directions I had before given io case of an attack, 

to defend that fortress. Major Ormsby advanced towards the 

batteries, by the back-road, to support lieutenant Lamont; 

but having met with lieutenant Bryson, of the militia-artillery, 

who informed him that the enemy were in possession of the 

batter~, and it being then dark, he changed his direction, and. 

JijOved to the right along the front road, below the batteries, 

Jith a view of falling in with some part of lieutenant Lamont' s 

~etachment, and likewise another party oo the left, consisting 

of 35 men, stationed opposite to the end of Squaw Island, 

commanded by lieutenant Bartley; but who, it appears, had 

moved from thence, early in the morning, to the left , \',here 

cc2 
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the enemy had likewise landed their troops, opposite to thi! 
place. 

J ... ieutenant Bartley attacked the enemy, consisting of aboot 
~50 men, and kept up a fire upon the boats for about 15 or !lO 

minutes, when ha observed a party coming towc.~rds him, which. 

he took to be our militia; but, finding them to be a party uf 
thr enemy, and a number of his men being killed, wounded, or 
missing, he retired, crossing Frenchman's Creek at the mill; 
a little above which he joined major Ormsby, having only 16 
or 1'/ men left. Major Ormsby, who'ie detachment continued 
their march to Frenchman's creek, was fired on from a house 

ab~vc the bridge by a party of the enemy; and having re
turned their fire with two or three rounds from his detach
ment, he succeeded in passing the bridge, although partly 
destroyed by the enemy. He here halted, to ascertain the force 
9pposcd to him; but as it still continued very dark, he could 

neither see the enemy, nor discover his movements. He tbco 
proceeded about a mile furth£'r on the road downward, 'vhere 
he was joined by lieutenant M'lntyre, of the light infantry, 
41st regiment, and remained there until day-light; when 1 ar~ 
rivcd, and immediately advanced with the whole of the force 
here concentrated under major Ormsby, nnd major Hatt of the 
ath Lincoln militia, having under his command the different 
companies of militia 011 this line, consi!!ting. of about ;$00 me11, 
towards this place, with a light 6-pounder, where we took 
captain King, of the V nited States' infantry, and about 30 
rank and file, prisoners. The enemy, at this time, were cross. 
ing the river with a considerable numer of boats, ha,•ing about 
30 men in each, making towards the land. I ordered the (i. 
pounder to open upon them, which was ably directed by 
bombardier Jackson, of the royal artillery, and acted with .. 
much execution. 1 formed the line on the ba11k, major Ormsby 
and the 49th being on the right. After a few rounds from our 
musketry the enemy retired to the American short·, behind 
Squaw island, having sustaiued considerable loss. -'Ihe Indian 
warriors, under major Given, having- heard the report of our 
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fire, immediately jained us: I then marched with the light 
company of th(.l 41st to ascertain the number and position of 
the enemy in our front, in which movement I received the 
greatest_ assistance from major Given, and the Indians un<ler his 
command. The enemy had dismounted the guns, and left the 
batteries: I ordered the line to advance, and took up a posi
tion in their rear, waiting his further operations. I had been 
j{)incd by lieutenant-col. Cluk, and his detachment, from 
Chippeway. Captain Whelan still continued in Fort-Erie, and 
had not been attacked during the absence of major Ormsby and 
his detachment. The enemy kept up a strong fire on our lines 
from their batteries till one o'lock; when a flag of truce came 
over to summon F ort-Erie, and to demand the surrender of 
that fort to the American army. A copy of general Smyth's 

letter accompanies this despatch. I sent captain Fitzgerald of 
the 49th n·gimentwith myanswcr, which was-" that the troops 
under my command being sufficient to repulse any attack from the 
enemy; and having received reinforcements from below, I should 

not agree to his request." The 6-pounder taken by the enemy 
in the morning, as likewise the 3-pounders, were found without 
having sustained the least injury. Great credit is due to cap
tain Kerby and his artillery, for their exertions in getting up the 

guns on the batteries; which, by the morning of the 30th, we 
succeeded in, and have been ever since in expectat1on of an 

attack, but which the enemy do not think proper to make. To 
captain Kerby, lieutenants Bryson and Hall of the militia-artil
lery, and born hardier J ackson of the royal artillery, the greatest 

credit is due; as well as to lieutenant-col. Nichol, quarter
master-general of militia, and lieutenant Bernard, acting staff. 
adjutant. I have also derived the greatest assistance from 
lieutenant-col. Clark, commanding the militia; major Ormsby, 
commanding a detachment of the 49th regiment; nnd major 
Hatt, of the 5th Lincoln militia, and all officers in command of 
corps and companies under my orders. The Norfolk militia, 
under captain Bostwick, gave a strong proof of tlie valo.r 

which has uniformly distinguished the militia of this count~y , _ 
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when called into action. I must likewise mention the names of 
captain Whelan, of the Newfoundland regiment; captains Cham ... 
hers and Sannders, of the 41st; captain Fitzgerald, 49th; and 
captain Hamilton, of tl1e 'ld Lincoln militia, who first apprized 
me of the enemy's movement. 

I enclose a list of the kill~d, wounded, and missing. I have 
not been able to ascertain the loss of the enemy; but, from the 
numbers left on the field, and the boats that were sunk, it mui~ 
have been very great. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
CECIL BISSliOPP, lieut.-col. commanding. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the following 
corps of the division of the army serving in Upper Canada, 
under the command of major-general Shealfe, in an affair 
with the enemy on the 21st and 28th No~. 1812. 

21st November.-Royal artillery ;-l rank and file, wounded. 
49th foot; 1 rank and file, killed. 
28th November.-Royal artillery ;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 

lieutenant, 1 rank and file, wounded. 
49th foot ;-12 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 3 serjeants, 

22 rank rand file, wounded; 3 drummers, 21 rank and file, 

missing. 
]}Jilitia artille,.-y ;-1 serjeant, wounded. 
1st t·egiment, NfJrjolk militia ;-1 serjeant, killed; 1 eaptain, 

1 lieutenant, 8 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank and file, missing. 
2d regiment, Norfolk militia ;-1 rank and file, killed; 7 rank 

and file wounded ; 4 rank and file missing. 
Total loss ;-14 rank and file, (line,) 1 serjeant, 1 rank · 

and file, (militia,) killed ; 2 lieutenants, 3 s<~rjeants, 24 
rank and file, (line,) 1 captain, llieutcnant, 1 serjeant, 15 ' 

rank and file, (militia,) wounded ; 3 drummers, 21 rank and 
file, (line,) 11 rank and file, (militia,) missing. 

Gene(al total; 1 serjeant, Hi rank and file, killed; 1 cap
tain, 3 lieutenants, 4 serjeants, 39 rank ancl file, wounded ; 3 
drummers, 32 rank and file, missing. 
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Officers wounded. 

Royal artillery-Lieutenant King, severely, and taken 

prisoner. 
49th foot-Lieutenant Lamont, severely. 
Ist Norfolk militia-Ca'{Ttain Bostwick, slightly; Jieutenant 

Byerson, severely. 
THOMAS EV ANS, major of brigade. 

To major-general Sheaffe, 
&c. &c. &c. 

.rl-#1#'<1'#'####1##1' 

No. 14. 

General Sm:yth's Proclamation. 

To the men of New York. 

}'or many years you have seen your country oppressed with 
numerous wrcngs. Your government, although above aJJ 
others, t.lewted to peace, have been forced to draw the sword, 
and rely for redress of injuries on the valor of the American 
people. 

That valor has been conspicuous. But the nation has been 
unfortunate in the selection of some of those who directed it, 
One army has been disgracefully surrendered and lost. Anothell 

has been sacrificed by a precipitate attempt to pass it over at 
the strongest point of the enemy's lines, with most incompetent 
means. The cause of these miscarriages is apparent. The 
commanders were popular men, " destitute alike of theory 
and· experience" in the art of war. 

In a few days the troops under my command will plant the 
American standard in Canada. They are men accustomed to 
obedience, silence, and steadiness. They will conquer or they 
win die~ 

-wm you stand with your arms folded, and look on this 
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interesting struggle? Are you not related to the men who 
fought at Bennington and Saratoga? Has the race degenerated ? 
Or have you, under the baneful influence of contending 
factions, forgotten your country ? Must I turn from you, 
and ask the men of the six nations to support the government 
of the United States ? Shall I imitate the offir.ers of the British 
king, and suffer our ungathered laurels to be tarnished with 
ruthless deeds? Shame, where i11 thy blush ! No. Where I 
command, the vanquished and the peaceful man, the child, the 
maid, and the matron shall be secure from wrong. If we 
conquer, we will "conquer but to save.'' 

Men of New York! 

The preient is the hour of renown. Have you not a wish 
for fame? Would you not choose in future times to be named 
as one of those, who, imitating the heroes whom Montgomery 
Jed, have, in spite of the seasons, Yisited the tomb of the 
chief, and conquered the country where he lies ? Yes. You 
desire your share of fame. Then seize the present moment : if 
you do not, you will regret it; and •~y, " the valiant have 
bled in vain; the friends of my country fell-and I was not 
there." 

Advance, then, to our aid. I will wait for you a few days. 
I cannot give you the day of my departure. But come on. 
Come in companies, half companies, pairs, or singly, I will 
organize you for a short tour. Ride to this place, if the 
distance is far, and sc~;~d back your horses. But remember 1 

that every man whQ fLCCompaniei us, places himself under 
my command, and shall subQJit tg t~e $aluta.ry restraints of 
discipline. 

.A-LEX. S~tY'l,'H1 brig.-~~m. 
Camp, near Butraloe, Nn. 10, 181~. · 
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No. 15. 

H ·om brigadier-gene1·al Smyth, to lieutenant-colonel Bisslwpp . 

Sin, 
As you have seen a part of the hourly encreasing force under 

my command, I propose to you the surrender of Fort. Erie, t o 
spare the effusion of blood. 1 take the opporunity to assure yo u, 

tJ1at the devastation you have witnessed has been committed 

by 5ailors not under my authority, and against my will. 
Very respectfully, 

Your most obedient, 

ALEXANDER Sl\IYTH, brig .• gc li. 

Colonel Bisshopp, commandin~ the 

British army, F ort.Erie. 

N o vember 5th, 1812. 

,~,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,. 

No. 16. 

F 1•om major J,Iacdonnell, to sir G. Prevost. 

Prescott, Febru~ry 23, 181 3 

Sra, 

I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of hi!i 

ncellency the commander of the forces, that, in consequence of 

the commands of his excellency to retaliate, under favorabls 

circumstances, upon the enemy, for his late wanton aggressio.ns 

on this frontier, I this morning, about 7 o'clock, crossed the 

ri-rer St. Lawrence upon the ice, and attacked and carried, 

after a little more than an hour's action, his position in and neat 

the opposite town of Ogdenburg, taking eleven pieces of 

cannon, and all his ordnance, marine, commissariat, and quar

te r-master-general's stores, four offieers and 70 prisoners, and 
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burning two armed schooners, anrl two large gun-boats, and 
both his barracks. 

My force consisted of about 480 tegulars and militia, and 
was divided into two columns : the right commanded by 
captain Jenkins, of the Glengarry light infantry fencibles, was 
composed of his own flank company, and abo_ut 70 militia; 
and, from the state of the ice, and the enemy's position in the 
old French fort, was directed to check his left, and interrupt 
his retreat, whilst I moved on with the left column, consisting 
of 120 of the king's regiment, 40 of the royal Newfoundland 
corps, and about 200 militia, towards his position in the town, 
where he had posted his heavy field artillery. The depth of 
the snow in some degree retarded the advance of both columns, 
and exposed them, particularly the right, to a heavy cross fire 
from the batteries of the enemy, for a longer period than I had 
expected; but pushing on rapidly after the batteries began to 
open upon us, the left column soon gained the right bank of 
the river, under the direct fire of his artillery and line of 
musketry, posted on an eminence near the shore; moving on 
rapidly, my adnncc, consisting of the royal Newfoundland 
and some select militia, I turned his right with the detachment 
of the king's regiment, and after a few discharges from his 
artillery, took them with the bayonet, and drove his infantry 
through the town ; some escaping across the Black river into 
the fort, but the majority fled to the woods, or sought refnge 
in the houses, from whence they kept such a galling fire, that 
it was necessary to dislodge them with our field-pieces, which 
now came up from the bank of the river, where they had stuck, 
on landini, in the deep snow. 

Having gained the high ground DD tbe brink of the Black 
rh•er, opposite the fort, I prepared to carry it by storm; but 
the ltlen being quite exhausted, I procured time for them to 
recover breath, by sending in a summons, requiring an uncon. 
ditional surrender. During these transactions, captain Jenkins 
had gallantly led on his column, and had been exposed to a 
bravy fire of seven guns, which he brave.ly attempted to taks 
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with the bayonet, though covered with 200 of the enemy·~ 

best troops: advancing as rapidly as the deep snow, and the 
exhausted state (in consequence) of his men, would admit, he 
o rdered a ch.1rgc, ami had not proceeded many paces, when 
his left arm was broken to pieces by a grape-shot; but still 
undauntedly running on with his men, he almost immediately 
afterwarrls was deprived of the use of his right arm, by a 
discharge of case-shot; still heroically disregarding all persoaal 
consideration, he nobly ran on, cheering his men, to the assault, 
till, exhausted by pain and loss of blood, he became unable to 
move; his company gallantly continued the charge under lieute
nant ~I' Auky ; but the reserve of the militia not being able to 
keep up with them, they were compelled, by the great superi
ority of t he enemy, to give way, leaving a few on a command
ing position, and a few of the most advanced, in the enemy's 
possession, nearly about the time that I gained the height abov e 
mentioned . The enemy hesitating to surrender, I instantly 
carried his eastern battery, and by it silenced another, which 
OO\v opene,d again; and ordering on the advance the de)acl•
ment of the king's, and the Highland company of militia, under 
captain Eustace, of the king's regiment, he gallantly rushed. 
into the fort; but the enemy retreating by the opposite 
entrance, escaped into the woods, which I should have 
effectually prevented, if my Indian warriors had returned 
sooner from a detached service, on which they had that morning 
been employed. 

I cannot close this statement without expressing my admira. 
tion of the gallantry and self-devotion of captain J en kins, who ' 
had lost one arm, and is in danger of losing the other. I must 
also report the intrepidity of captain Lefievre, of the N ewfoud
]and regiment, who had the immediate charge of the militia 
under colonel Fraser; of captain Eustace, and the other officeri 
of the king's regiment; and particularly of lieutenant Ridge, 
of that corps, who very gallantly led on the advance; and of 
lieutenant M'Auley, and ensign M'Donnell, of the Glengarry 
regiment; as also lieutenant Gangueben, of th e royal engineers; 
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and of ensign M'Kay, of the Glengarry light-infantry; and of 
ensign Kerr, of the militia, each of whom had charge of a field. 

piece; and of lieutenant lmpey, of the militia, who has lost a 

leg. I was also well supported by colonel Fraser and the other 

officers and men of the militia, who emulated the conspicuous 

bravery of all the troops of the line. I inclosc a list of killed 

and wounded. · The enemy had 500 men under arms, and must 

have sUJtained a considerable loss. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. MACDONNELL, major, Glengarry light

infantry, lieutenant-colonel, commanding 

in the eastern district of Upper Canada. 

Sir G. Prevost, &c. 

Return of the killed and wounded in the action of the 'l~d of 

}'ebruary, 1813. 

Ro!Jal artille:IJ ;-'l rank and file, killed. 
8th; (or king's regiment;)-! serjeant, kiiJed; 1 subaltern, 

1 ~ rank and file, wounded. 

· Glengarry light-infantry 1'-'l rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 

1 subaltern, 3 serjeants, 9 rank and file, wounded. 

Total loss ;-1 serjeant, 7 rau k and file, killed ; 1 field-officer, 

2 captains, 5 subalterns, 4 serjcants, 40 rank and file, wounded. 

Names of officers wouuded. 

Stlt; (or king's regiment;) -Ensign Powcll. 

Glengarr!J regiment ;-Lieutenant.colonell\Iacdoonell, cap. 

tain Jenkins, and ensign M'Kay. 
Militia ;-Captain M'Donoell, and lieutenants Impey, 

M' Lean, and M' Dound. 
EDW ARD BAYNES, 

Adjutant-general, North America. 
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No. 17. 

F,·vm major-general Sheaffe to sir G. P1·evosf. 

S1 R, King~ ton, May 5tlt, 181 3. 

I did myself the honor of writing to your excellency, on my 
route from York, to communicate the mortifyin~ intelligelfce 
that the enemy had obtained pos•ession of that place on the 
27th of April. I shall now give your excellency a further 
detail of that event. 

ln the evening of the '16th, information was received that 
mwn y vessels had been seen tu the east warrl. Very early the 
next morning, tht!y were discovered lying-to, not far from the 
harbor: after some time had elapsed, they made sail, and to 
the number of 16 , of various descriptions, anchored off the 
shore, some distance to the westward. Boats full of troops 
were immediately seen assembliog near their commodore's ship, 
under cover of whose fire, and that of other vessels, and aided 
by the wind, they soon effected a landing, in spite of a spirited 
opposition from major Givens, and ahout 40 Indians. A 
company of Glengarry light-infantry, which had been ordered 
to support them, was, by some mistake, (not in the smallest 
degree imputabl~ to its commander,) led in another direction, 
and came late into action. The other troops, consisting of two 
companies of the 8th, (or king's regiment,) and about a 
company of the royal Newfoundland regiment, with some 
militia, encountered the enemy in a thick wood. Captain 
M'Neal, of the king's regiment, was killed while gallantly 
leading his company, which suffered severely. The troops, at 
length, fell back; they rallied several times, but could not 
maintain the contest against the greatly superior and increasing 
numbers of the enemy. They retired under 'cover of our
batteries, which were engaged with some of the enemy's vessels 
that had mo·ved nigl!er to the harbor. By some unfortunate 
accident the magazine at the western battery, blew up, and 
killed and wounded a considerable number of men, and crippled 
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No. 18. 

Capitulation of York. 

Terms of the capitulaticm entered into on the 27th of April, 
1813, for the surrender. of the town of York, in Upper 
Canada, to the army and navy of the United States, under 
the command of major-gen. Dearborn and commodore 
~hauorcy. 

That the troops, regular and militia, at this post, and the 
naval officers and seamen, ehall be surrendered prisoners of 
war; the troops, regular and militia, to ground their arms 
immediately on the parade, and the naval officers and seamen 
be immediately surrendeced on the parade. 

That all pu bile stores, nanl and military, shall be immedi
ately given up to the commanding officers of the army and 
navy of the United State~. 

That all private property shall be guaranteed to the citizem 
of the town of York. 

That the papers belonging to the civil officers shall be re
tained by them. 

Thatsu~h surgeons as may be procured to attend the wounded 
of the British regular and Canadian militia, shall not be consi

dered as prisoners of war. 
That one lieutenant-cclonel, one major, 13 captains, nine 

lieu tenants, ll ensigns, one q narter-master, and one deputy 

adjutant-general of the militia; viz. 
l-ieutenant-col. Chervet; major \V m. All an ; captains, 

John Willson, John Button, Peter Robinson, John Arnold, 
James Fenwick, James Mustard, Duncan Camcron, David 
Thomson, John H.obinson, Samuel Ridout, Thom:ls Hamil
ton, John Burn, Wm. Jarvie, Lieutenants John Shultz, 
George Mustard, 13arnd Vanuerburgh, Robert Stantoo, 
Gorge Ridout, \Villiam Jarvis, .Edward M'.Mahon, J .• \1ahon, 
J. Wihon, E. Playter; ensigns Andrcw Thompson, A. Smal
lcy, Dunal(l M 'Arthur, William Smilh, Andrcw l\Icrccr, 
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J ames Cbevcet, Geurge Kuck, Ed ward Thompson, Charle! 

Dennison, George Dennison, D'Arcy Boulton; quarter-master 
Charles Baynes; 19 serjeants; four corporals; 204 rank and 
file; of the field-train department, 'Villiam Dun bar ; of the 
provincial army, one captain, one lieutenant, two midshipmen, 
one clerk ; vi::. 

Captain Francis Grauvreau; lieutenant Green; John Ridout, 
John Paupre, midshipmen; James Longsden, clerk; one 
boatswain; 15 naval artificers; of his majesty's regular troops, 
one lieutenant; 1.Ji;. lieutenant De Kovcn; one serjcant-major; 
and of the royal arti,llery, one bombardier and three gunners, 

shaH be surrendered prisoners of war, and accounted for in the 
exchange of prisoners between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

G. C. 1\HTCHELL, lie•Jt.-col. 3d artillery, U. S. A. 

SAi\1. S. CONNER, major, and A. D. C. to 
major-gen. Dearborn. 

W~I. KIXG, major U. S. infantry. 

JESSE D. ELLIOTT, lieutenant U. S. navy. 

"\V).l. CHERVET, lieutenant-col. 3d. regiment 
York militia. 

WM. ALLAN, major 3d regiment York militia. 

F. G A U V RA V, lieu t. marine department. 

York, April 28, 1813. -. . 
• r 

The foregoing agreement, or terms of capitulation, is ap. 
pro\ed by us, 

VOL. I. 

WILLIAM DEARBORN, major-gen. 

l SAAC CIIAU~CEY, commodore. 

DD 
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No. 19. 

From major-gen. Dearborn to the American secretary of war. 

Head.quarters, York, capital of Upper Canada, 
Sm, April 28, 1813. 

After a detention of some days by adverse winds, we arrived 
at this place yesterday morning, and at 8 o'clock commenced 
landing the troops about three miles westward from the town, 
and one and a half from the enemy's works. The wind was 
high, and in an unfavorable direction for the boats, which pre
vented the landing of the troops at a clear field, the site of the 
ancient French fort, Toronto. It prevented, also, many of the 
armed vessels from taking positions which would have most 
effectually covered our landing; but every thing that could be 
done was effected. 

The riflemen under major Forsythe first landed, under a 
heavy fire from the Indians, and other troops. General Shcaffe 
commanded in person. He had collected his whole force in the 
woods, near :he point were the wind compelled our troops to 
land. His force consisted of 700 regulars and militia, and 100 
Indians. Major Forsythe was supported as promptly as possi
ble; but the contest was sharp and severe for near half an hour, 
and the enemy were repulsed by a numht>r far inferior to theirs. 
As soon as general Pike landed with 7 or 800 men, and the re
mainder of the troops were pushing for the shore, the enemy 
retreated to their works. Our troops were now formed on the 
ground originally intended for their landing, marched through a 
thick wood, and after carrying one battery by assault, were 
moving in columns towards the main work ; when within 60 

rods of this, a tremendous explosion tcok place, from a m•
zine previously prepared, and which blew out such an immense 
quantity of stone, as most seriously to injure our troops. I 
have not yet been able to collect a retum of the knled and 
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and wounded; but our loss will, I fear, exceed 100, and among 

these I have to lament the loss of that brne and e.s:cellent offi

cer, Brigadier-gen. Pike, who received a contusion from a large 

stone, which terminated his valu;tble life in a few hours. His loss 

will be seVLrely felt. 

Previously to this explosion, the enemy had retired into the 

town, excepting a party of regulars, to the number of 40, who 

did not escape the effects of the shock, and were destroyed. 

General Sheaffe moved off with the regular troops, and left 

directions with the comm:1nding-officer of the militia to make 

the best terms he could. In the mean time, all furiher resist

ance on the part of the enemy ceasecl, and the outlines of a. 

capitulation were agreed on. 

As soon as I learned that general Pike had been wounded, 

I went on shore. To the general I had been induced to confide 

the immediate attack, from a knowledge that it was hia wish, 

and that he woald have felt mortified had it not been gino to 

him. 
Every movement was under my view. The troops acted 

with great firmness, and deserve much applause, partkularly 

those first engaged, and under circumstance! which would have 

tried the steadiness of veterans. 

Our loss in the morning, and in carrying the first battery, 

was not great, perhaps 40 or 50 killed and wounded, and of 

them a full proportion of officers. 

Notwithstanding the enemy's advantage in position and nu m. 

bers in the commenccr:1ent of the action, their loss was greater 

than ours, especially in offic ,·rs. It was with great exertion 

that tt-,e small Tes»els of the fleet could work ino the harbour 

2gainst a gale of wind; but as soon as they got a proper posi

tion, a tremendous cannonade opened upon the enemy's bat

teries, and was kept up against them until they were carried or 

blowtn up, and had no doubt, a powerful effec t upon the 

enemy. 

I am under the greatest obligations to commodore Chauncey, 
for his able and indefatigable exertions in e>cry possible manner 

DD2 
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:which could give facility and effect to the expedition. He is 

·equally estimable for sound judgment, bravery, and industry. 

The government could not have made a more fortunate se

lection. 

Unfortunately, the enemy's armed ship prince Regent left 

·this place for Kingston a few days before we arrived. A large 

ship on the Etocks, and nearly planked up, and much naval 

stores, were set fire to by the enemy soon after the explosion 

of the magazine. A considerable quantity of military stores 

and provisions remain, but no vessel fit for use. 

We have not the means of transporting prisoners, and must 

of course leave them on parole. 

I hope we shall so far complete what is necessary to be done 

here, as to be able to sail to-morrow for Niagara, whither I 

send this by a small vessel, with notice to general Lcwis of our 

approach. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

Hon. gen. J. Armstrong, secretary 

of war, Washington. 

HE:\TRY DEARBORN. 

<1"-1#"11'1'#,.,..,.,.,.,,.,. 

No. 20. 

From commodore Chauncey to the American secr·etar!J of the 

navy. 

U. S. ship Madison, at anchor off York, 

Sxa, April 28th, 1813. 

Agreeably to your instructions and arrangements made with 

major-gen. Dearborn, I took on board the squadron under my 

command, the general and suite, and a'bout 1700 troops, and 

left Sackett's Harbor on the 25th instant for this place. \\' e 

arrived here yesterday morning, and took a p-osition about one 

mile to the southward and westward of the enemy's principal 

fort, and as near the shore as we could with safety to the vessel~. 
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The place fixed upon by the major-general and myself, for landing 
the-troops, was the site of the old French fort Toronto. 

The debarkation commenced about 8 o'clock A.M. and was 

completed about 10. The "ind blowing heavy from the east
ward, the boats fell to leeward of the position fixed upon, and 
were, in consequence, exposed to a galling fire from the enemy, 
who had taken a position in a thick \\Ood, near where the first 

troops landed; however, the cool intrepidity of the officers and 

men oH•rcame every obstacle. Their attack upon the enemy 
was so vigorous that he fled in every direction, leaving a great 

many of his k il\cd and wounded upon the field. As soon as the 

troops were landrd, I directed the schooners to- take a position 
near the fort, in order that the attack upon the enemy by the army 
and navy might be ;;imultancous. The schooners were obliged 
to beat up to thc!r position, which they did in a very handsome 
order, under a very heavy fire from the enemy's batteries, and 
took a position within about 600 yards of their principal fort, 
and opened a hea,·y cannonade upon the enemy, which did great 
t:tecution: and very much contributerl to their final destruction; 
the troops, as soon as landed, were formed under the immedi. 
ate orders of brigadier-general Pike, who led in a most gallant 
manner the attack upon the forts, and after having carried two 
redoubts on his approach to the principal work, the enemy 

(ha,·ing previously laid a train) blew up his magazine, which, 
in its effects upon our troops, were dreadful, having killed and 
wounded a great many; and among the former, the ever to be 
lamented brigadier-general Pike, who fell at the head of his 

column, by a contusion received by a heavy stone from the 
magazine. His death at this time is much to be regretted, as 
he had the perfect confidence of the major-general; and his 

known activity, zeal, and experience, makes his loss a national 
one. 

In consequence of the fall of general Pike, the command of 
the troops for a time devolved upon colonel Pierce, who soon 
after took possession of the town. At about 2 P.M. the 

American flag was substituted for the British, and at 4, our 
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troops were in quiet possession of the towJI. A:; soon as general 

Dearboro learnt the situation of general Pike, he landed, and 

assumed the command. I have the honor of enclosing a copy 

of the capitulation that was entered into and approved of by 

general Dearborn and myself. 

The enemy set fire to some of his principal stores, containing 

large quantities of naval and military stores, as well as a large 

ship on the stocks, nearly finished. The only vessel fouud here, 

was the Duke of Gloucester undergoing repairs. The Prince 

Regent left here on the 2Hh for Kingston. \Ve ha"e not yet 

had a return made of the naval and military stores ; conse

quently cannot form a correct idea of the quantity, but have 

ltlade arrangements to have all taken on board that we eau 

receive; the rest will be destroyed. 

I have to regret the dtath of mid3hipmen Thompson and 

Ilatfield, and of several seamen killed-the exact number I do 

not know, as the returns from the different l'essels have not 

yet been received. 

From the judicious arrangements made by general Dearborn, 

I presume that the public stores will be disposed of, so that the 

troops will be ready to re-embark to-morrow, and proceed to 

execute other objects of the cxpidition the fir:.t fair wind. 

I cannot speak in too much praise of the cool in trepidi~y of 

the officers and men generally, under my command; and I feel 

myself particularly indebted to the officers commanding n ·ssels, 

for their zeal in seconding my views. 

I have the l10nor to be, very respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 

ISAAC CHAU.NCEY. 

To the hon. the secretary of the navy. 

(TeJms of capitulation as before.) 
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No. 21. 

From brigadier-general Vincent to sir G. Prevost. 

Forty-mile Creek, May 2R, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform your excellency, that yesterday 

mornin g, about day-break, the enemy again opened his batteries 

upon Fort-George: the fire not being immediately returned, it 

ceased for ome time. About 4 o'clock A.M. a combination 

of circumstances led to a belief that an invasion was meditated. 

The morning being ex ceedingly hazy, neith er his means nor his 

intention could be ascer ta in ed, until, the mist clearing away at 

intervals, the enemy's fl eet, consisting of 14 or 15 vessels, 

was disco rered und er way, standing towards the light-house, 

in an extended li ne of more than two miles, covering from 90 

to 1 GO large boats and scows, each containing an average of 

!iO or 60 men. Though at this time no doubt could be enter

t.Uned of the enemy's intention, his points of attack could only 

be conjectured. Having again commenced a heavy fire from llis 

fort, liHe of batteries, and shipping, !t became necessary to 

withdraw all the guards and J>iquets stationed along the coast, 

between the fort and light-house, and a landing was effected at 

the Two-mile Creek, about half a mile below the latter-place. 

The party of troops and Indians stationed at this point, after 

opposing the enemy, and annoying him as long as possible, 

were obliged to fall back, and the :fire from the shipping so 

completely enfiladed and scowered the plains, that it became 

impossible to approach the beach. As the day dawned, the 

enemy's plan was clearly developed, and every effort to oppose 

his landing having failed, I lost not a moment in concentrating 

my force between the town of Fort-George and the enemy, 

there awaiting his approach. This movem ent was admirably 

covered by the G Jengarry light infantry, joined by a detachment 

of the royal Newfoundland regiment and militia, which corn-
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menccd skirmishing \\ ith the enemy's riflemen, who were 

advancing through the brushwood. The enemy having perfect 

command of the beach, he quickly landed from 3 to 4000 men, 

with several pieces of artillery, and this force was instantly 

seen advancing in three solid columns, along the I 1ke bank, 

his right covered by a large body of riflemen, and his left and 

front by tht> fire of the shipping, and batteries in lheir fort. 

As our light troops fell back upon the main body, which was 

moved forwards to their support, they were gallantly sustained 

by the 8th (king's) regiment, commanded by major OgiiYie, 

the whole being under the immediate direction of colonel Myers, 

~eting quarter-master-general, wRo had charge of the right 

wing. In the execution of this important duty, gallantry, 

:zeal, and decision, were eminently conspicuous; and I lament 

to report that I was deprived of the services of colonel .Myers, 

who, having received three wounds, was obliged to quit the 

field. Lieutenant-colonel Harvey, the deputy adjulant.gene. 

raJ, whose activity and gallantry haJ been displayed the whole 

morning, succeeded colonel M yers, and brought up the right 

division, consisting of the 49th regimenr, and some militia. 

The light artillery under major Holcroft were already in 

position, awaiting the enemy's advance on the plain. At this 

moment the very inferior force under my command, had e:lperi

cnced a severe loss in officers and men ; yet nothing could 

exceed the ardor and gallantry of the troops, who shcwed the 

most marked devotion in thl' service of their king and country, 

and appeared regardless of th~ comequence of the unequal 

contest. Being on the spot, and seeing that thl· force under 

my comman<l was opposed with ten-fold numbers, who were 

rapidly al.lvancing under cover of their shipping and batteries, 

from \\ hich our po•itions were imml'diately se~::n, and exposed 

to a tremendous fire of shot and shells, I decided on retiring 

my littl(• force to a position "hich I hoped m•ght be less 

assailab e by the hea,·y ordnance of the enemy, and from which 

a retreat would be left opt·n, in the event of that measure 

becoming necessary. Here, after awaiting the approach of the 
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enemy for about half an hour, I received authentic informa· 

tion, that his force, consisting of from 4 to 5000 men, had 

re-formed his columns, and was making an effort to turn my 

right flank. At this critical juncture not a moment was to be 

lost, and sensible that every effort had been made, by the 

officers and men under my command, to maintain the post of 

Fort-Georgc, I could not consider mpdf justified in continuing 

so unequal a contest, the issue of which promised no advantage 

to the interests of his majesty's service. Having given oruers 

for the fort to be evacuated, the guns to be spiked, and the 

ammunition destroyed, the troops under my command were put 

in motion, and marched across the country in a line parallel to 

the Niagara river, towards the position near the Beaver Dam, 

bey ond Queenstown l\Iountain, at which place I had the honor 

o f reporting to your excellency that a depot of provisions and 

ammuni t; on had been formed some time since. The rear-guarJ 

uf th e army reached that position during the night, and we 

we:-e soon afterwards joined by lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp, 

"ith all the detachment from Chippeway to Fort-Erie. The 

light, and one battalion company of the 8th, (king's,) joint'd 

us about the same time, ali did captain Barclay, with a detach

ment of the royal navy. 

Having assembled my whole force the following morning, 

w-hich diJ not exceed 1600 men, I continued my march toward~ 

t he head of the lake, where it is my intention to take up a 

position, and shall endeavour to maintain it, un!il I may be 

honored with your excellency's instructions, which I shall feel 

most anxious to receive. I beg leave to suggest the great 

importance that exists for a communication being opened with 

me, through the medium of the fleet. The anchorage under 

Mrs. Brandt's house is perfectly good and very safe. I believe 

your excellency need not be informed, that in the event of it 

becoming necessary that I should fall back upon York, the 

assistance of shipping would be r rquisitc for the transport of 

my artillery. I cannot conclude this long communicatioll, 

,-; ithout expressing a well-merited tribute of approbation to the 
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galtantry ancl assiduity of every officer of the staff, and indeed 

of every individual composing my little army ;-every one mo-st 
zealously discharged the duties of his respective station. The 

struggle on the 27th continued from three to four hours; and, 

I lament to add, it was attended with very severe loss. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of the killed, wounded, 

and missing, with as much accuracy as the nature of existin~ 
circumstances will admit. Many of the missing, I hope, will 
be found to be only stragglers, and will ~oon rejoin their corps. 
I shall reach the head of the lake to-morrow evening. Hitherto 
the enemy has not attempted to interrupt my movements. Infor
mation reached me this morning, through an authentic channel, 

that he has pushed on 3000 infantry, and a. considerable body 

of cavalry, towards Queens town. His whole force is stated to 

amount to nearly 10000 men. 

I send this despatch by Mr. Mathison, who acted as a volun
teer on the 27th; and I am happy to inform your excellency, 

that his conduct was very honorable to his character~ and meritS
my marked approbation. Ammunition will be wanting by the 
first vessel. Captain Milnes has been kind enough to remain 
with me until my next despatch. 

I haTe the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN VINCENT, brig •• gen. 

His excellency lieutenant-general 

sir George Prevost, &c. &c. &c. 

Return of killed, wounded, and m1ssmg, of his majesty's 

troops in action with the enemy at Fort-George, May the 

27th, 1813. 

General staj)';-1 wounded. 
Royal artillery ;-1 rank and file killed; 1 rank and file 

wounded. 

8th; (or king's regiment;)-1 lieutenant killed; 1 major, 
3 lieutenants, 1 ensign, wounded; 11 serjeants, 4 drummers, 
181 rank and file, R"!issing. 

41st n:gim c11t ;-3 rank ;md file woundl'd and missing. 
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49th regiment ;-2 rank and fite kill~d ; 'l rank and file 

wounded; 4 drummers, 28 unk and file, wounded and 

missing. 
Left in hospitals, and wounded on former occasions, 16 rank. 

and file, not included. 
Glengarry r·egiment ;-I captain, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 24 

rank anr:l file, killed; I captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 

serjcants, 20 rank and file, wounded; 1 lieutenant, 2 serjcants, 

2~ rank ami file, wound,•d and m;ssing. 

Ro.!Ja! Neu:foundtand regiment ;-'21 rank and file, killed; 

1 captain, l licutl'na!lt, l scrjeant, 6 rank anti tile, wounded; 

5 rank and file wounded and missing. 

Total;-l captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 scrjcant, 48 

rank and file, killed; 1 general-staff, I major, 2 captains, 5 

lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 4 serjeaots, 29 rank and file, wounded; 

1 lieutenant, 13 serjcants, 8 drummers, 240 rank and file, 

wounded and missing. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed ;-8th; ( o1· king's Hgiment; )-Lieutenant Jamcs 

Drummie; 

Glengan"Jj regiment ;-Captain Liddle, ensign M•Lean. 

1Younded ;-Colonel Myers, acting quarter-master-general, 

severely, not dangerously. 

8th regiment ;-Major Edwanl Cotton, lieutenant I. W. 

Lloyd, Ecverely, and prisoner; lieutenants 1\lortimer, M'Mahon, 

and Ho race Noel; ensign Richard Nicholson, severely, and 

prisoner. 

Glengarry regiment ;-Captain Roxburgh, lieutenant Kerr, 

ensign Kerr. 

Royal Newfoundland regim~nt ;-Captain Winter, lieute

nant Stcwart. 

ED'V ARD BAYNES, 
Adjutant-gtneral, North America. 
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No. 22. 

From major-ge11eral Dearborn lb the American secretary 
at war. 

Head-quarters, F ort.Georgc, 
Sta, V pper Canada, May 27. 

The light-troops under the command of colonel Scott and 
major Forsythe, landed this morning, at nine o'clock. Major
general Lewis's division, with colonel Porter's command of 
li~ht.artillcry, supported them. General Boyd's brigade 
landed immediately after the light troops, and generals Chandler 
and Winder followed it in quick succession. The landing was 
warmly and obstinately disputed by the British forces; but the 
coolness and intrepidity of our troops soon compelled them to 
give ground in every direction. General Chandler, with the 
reserve, (composed of his brigade and colonel Macomb's artil
lery,) covered the whole. Commodore Chauncey had made the 
most judicious arrangement for_ ~ilencing the enemy's batteries 
near the point of landing. The army is under the greatest 
obligations to that able naval commander for his co-operation 
in all its important movements, and especially in its operations 
this day. Our batteries succeeded in rendering Fort-George 
tmtcnable; and when the enEmy had been beaten from his 
positions, and I found it necessary to re-enter it, after firing a 
fe,v guns, and setting fire to the magazines, which soon exploded, 
he moved off rapidly by different routes. Our light troops 
pursued them several miles. The troops ha,·ing been under 
arms from one o'clock in the morning, "'ere too much exhausted 
for any further pusuit. We are now in possession of Fort
Gcorge ancl its immediate dependencies; to-morrow we shall 
proceed on. The behaviour of our troops, both officers and 
men, entitles them to the highest praise; and the difference of 
our loss with that of the enemy, when we consider the advan
tages his position afforded him, is astoni~hing. We had 17 
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ldllctl, and 45 wouru]ctl. The enemy had 90 ldlled, and 160 

Wounded, of the regular troops. \Ve have taken 100 prisoners, 
exclusive of the wounded. Colonel l\lyers, of the 49th, was 

wounded, and taken prisoner. Of ours only one commissioned 

officer was killed, lieutenant Hobart, of the light-artillery. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
\Vith great consideration and respe~t, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Hon. gen. John Armstrong, H. DEARBOR~. 
st>cretary at war. 

.,,,.,,,,.~ ,,,..,,.,. 

No. 23. 

From adjutant-general Bayncs to sir G. Prevost. 

Kingston, May 30th, 1813. 

I have the honor to report to your excellency, that in con

formity to an arranged plan of operations with commodore sir 

J ames Y eo, the fleet of boats assembled a-stern of his ship, at 
10 o'clock on the night of the 28th instant, with the troops 

placed under my command, and led by a gun-boat, under the 
direction of captain Mnlcaster, royal navy, proccedt·d towardi 

Sackett's Harbor, in tbe order prescribed to the troops, in case 

the detachment was obliged to march in column ; viz. the 

grenadier company, lOOth, with one section of the royal Scots, 

two corn panics of the 8th, (or king's,) four of the 10-tth, two 

of the Canadian ,·oltigeurs, two 6-pounders, with their gun

ners, and a company of Glengarry light-infantry, were em

barked on board a light schooner, which was proposed to he 

towed, under the direction of officers of the navy, so as 

to insure the guns being landed in time to sup port the 

advance of the troops. Although the night was dark, "fith 

rain, the boats assembled in ihe vicinity of Sackett's Harbor, 

by one o'clock, in compact and regular ~rder; and . in this 
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position it was intended to remain until the day broke, in the 

hope of effecting a landing before the enemy could be prepared 

to line the woods with troops, which surround the coast; but, 

unfortunately, a strong current drifted the boats considerably, 

while the darkness of the night, and ignorance of the coast, 

prevented them from recovering their proper station until the day 

dawned, when the whole pulled for the point of debarkation. 

It was my intention to have landed in the cove formed hy Horse 

· Island, but, on approaching it, we discovered that the enemy 

were fully prepared, hy a very heavy fire of musketry from 

the surrounding woods, which were filled with infantry sup

ported by a field-piece. I directed the boats to pull round to 

the other side of the island, where a landing was effected in good 

order and with little loss, although executed in the face of a 
corps, formed with a field-piece in the ~ ood, and under the 

enfilade of a heavy gun of the enemy's principal battery. 

The advance was led by the grenadiers of the IOOth regi

ment, with undaunted gallantry, which no obstacle could 

arrest. A narrow causeway, in many places under water, not 

more than four feet wide, and about -tOO paces in length, which 

connected the island with the main land, was occupied by the 

enemy, in great force, with a 6-pounder. Jt was forced, and 

carried in the most spirited manner, and the gun taken before 

a second discharge could be made from it; a tumbril, with a 

few rounds of ammunition, \fas found; but, unfortunately, the 

artillerymen were still behind, the schooner not haYiog been 

able to get up in time, and the troops were exposed to so heavy 

and galling a fire from a numerous, but almost invisible foe, as 

to render it impossible to halt for the artillery to come up. At 

this spot two paths led in opposite directions round the hill ; I 

directed colonel Young, of the king's regiment, with:half of the 

detachment, to penetrate by the left; and major Drummond, of 

the 104th, to force the path by the right, which proved to be 

more open, and was less occupied by the enemy. On the 

left the woud was very thick, and was most obstinately main

tained by the enemy. 
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The gun-boats 'IVhich had covered our landing, afforded 
material aid, by firing ioto the woods; but the American 
soldier, secure behind a tree, was only to be dislodged by the 
bayonet. The spirited ad vanc:e of a section prod need the flight 

of hundreds. From this observa.tivn all firing was directed to 
cease, and the detachment being formed in as regular order as 
the nature of the ground would admit, pushed forward through 
the wood upon the enemy, who, although greatly superior in 
numbers, and supported by field-pieces, and a heavy fire from 
their fort, fled with precipitation to their block-house and fort, 
abandoning one of their gnns. The di,·ision under colonel 
Young was joined in the charge, by that under major Drum
mood, which was executed with such spiri~ and promptness, that 
many of the enemy fell in their enclosed barracks, w hi eh were 
&et on fire by our troops ;-a~ this point the further energies of 
the troops became unavailing. Their block-house and stock
aued battery could not be carried by assault, nor reduced by 
field-pieces, hau we been provided with them ; the fire of the 
gun-boats proved inefficient to attain that end: light and 
adverse wimh continued, and our larger vessels were still far off. 
The enemy turned the hcafy ordnance of the battery to the 
interior defence of his post. He had set fire to the !>tore-houses 

in the vicinity of the fMt. 

Seeing no object within our reach to attain, that could com
pensate for the loss we were momentarily sustaining from the. 

heavy fire of the enemy's cannon, I directed the troops to take 

up the position on the crest of the hill we had charged from. 
From this position we were ordered to re-cm bark, w hi eh \Vas 

performed at our leisure, and in perfect order, the enemy 

not presuming to shew a single soldier without the limits 
of his fortress. Your excellency having been a witness of 
the zeal and ardent courage of eTery soldier in the field, it i3 
unnecessary in me to assure your excellency, that but one senti

ment animated every breast, that of discharging to the utmost 

of their power their duty to their king and country.-But one 

sentiment of regret and mortification prevailed, on being obliged 

file:///oung
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to quit a beaten enemy, whom a small band of :British soldiars 
had driven before them for three hours, through a country 
abounding in strong po~itions of defence, but not offering a 
single spot of cleared ground favorable for the operations ot 

disciplined troops, without having fully accompliahcd the duty 
we were ordered to perform. 

The two divisions of the detachment were ably commanded 
by colonel Young, of the king's, and major Drumrnond, of the 
104th. The detachment of the king's under major Evans. 
nobly sustained the high and established character of that dis
tinguished corps ; and captain Burk.e availed himself of the 
ample field afforded him in leading the advance, to display the 
intrepidity of British grenadiers. 

The detachment of the 104th regiment, under major l'Hoodic, 
captain M'Pherson's company of Glengarry light-infantry, and 
two companies of Canadian voltigeurs, commanded hy major 
Hammot, all of them levies of the British provinces of North 
America, evinced most striking proofs of their loyalty, steadi. 
ncss, and courage. The detachment of the roya! Newfound. 
land regiment behaved with great gallantry. Your excellency 
will lament the loss of that active and intelligent officer, captain 
Gray, acting deputy-quarter-master-general, who fell close to 
the enemy's work, while reconnoitring it, in the hope to dis. 
cover some opening to favor an assault. Commodore sir Jamcs 
Yeo conducted the fleet of boats in the attack, and, accompany. 
ing the ad 1•ancc of the troops, directed the co-operation of the 
gun-boats. I feel most grateful for your excellency's kind con
sideration, in allowing your aides de camp majors Coote and 
Fulton, to accompany me in the field, ami to these officers for 
the able assistance they afforded me. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

EDW ARD BAYNES, 

Col. Glengarry light-in fan ty, commanding. 
To hi!i excellency lieutenant-general 

£ir Georgc Prevost, Bart. &c. &c. &c. 
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Return of the kiiJed, wounded, and missing, in an attack on 

Sackett's Harbor, on the 29th of May, 1813: 

General stajf,·-1 killed. 

Ro!Jal artiller!J ;-2 gunners, wounded. 

Royal Scots ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 rank and file, 

wounded ami missing; 4 rank and file, wounded. 

8th,o (or king's regiment;)-5 rank and file, killed; 2 cap

tains, 1 ensign, 7 rank ,and file, wounded and missing; l 

major, 2lieutenants, 3 serjeants, 60 rank and file, wounded. 

1 OOth regiment ;-1 serjean t, 5 rank and file, killed ; 3 rank 

and file, wounded and missing; 1 drummer, 19 rank and file, 

wounded. 

104th regiment ;-2 serjeant, 20 rank and tile, killed; 

1 rank and file, wounded and missing; 2 ma~rs, 2 captains, 

3 lieutenants, 3 serjeants, 1 drummer, 57 rank and file, 

wounded. 

Royal Newfoundland regiment ;-4 rank and file, killed ; 

1 rank and file, wounded and missing; 13 rank and file, 

wounded. 

Glengarry light-infantry ;-6 rank and file, killed; I cap. 

tain, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 17 rank and file, wounded. 

Canadian voltigeurs ;-2 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and 

file, wounded. 

Total;-1 generalitaff, 3 serjeants, 44 rank and file, killed; 

3 majors, 3 ·captains, 5 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 7 serjeant.s, 2 

drummers, 172 rank and file, 2 gunners, wounded; 2 captain~, 

1 ensign, 13 rank and file, wounded and missing. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed;-Captain A. Gray, acting deputy~quarter~mas tcr

'eneral. 
Wounded; 8th; (or king's regiment;)-Major Evans, 

slightly ; captain Blackmore, dangeromly; captain 'fythe, 

$everely; lieutenant Nutall; (since dead;) lieutenant_ Lowry; 

ensign Greig, prisoner, 

YOL. I. E E 
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104th regiment ;-majors Drummond and Moody, slightly; 
captain Leooard, severely; captain Shore, slightly; lieu. 
tenants Rainford, Moore, and Delancey. 

Glengarry light infantry ;-Captain M'Pherson, severely ; 
ensign Mathewson, slightly. 

EDWARD BAYNES, 
Adjt. Gen. North America. 

No. 24. 

From colonel Proctor to major-general Sheaffe. 

Sm, Sandwich, January 25th·, 1813. 
In my last despatch I acquainted you, that the enemy was in 

the Michigan territory, marching upon Detroit, and that I there
fore deemed it necessary that he should be attacked without 
delay, with all and every description of force within my reach. 
Early in the morning, on the 19th, I was informed of hi~ being 
in possession of Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, 26 miles from 
Detroit, after experiencing every resistance that major Rey. 
nolds, of the Essex militia, had it in his power to make, with a 
3-pounder, well served and directed by bombardier Kitson, of 
the royal artillery, and the militia, three of w horn he had well 
trained to the use of it. The retreat of the gun was covered by 
a bra'fe band of Indians, who made the enemy pay dear for 
what he obtained. This party, composed of militia and 
Indians, with the gun, fell back, 18 miles to Brown's town, 
the settlement of the brave \V yandots, where I di;ected my 
force to assemble. On the 21st in stant, I advanced 1 'l miles to 
Swan Creek, from whence we marched to the enemy, and 
attacked him at break of day, on the 2'ld instant ; and after 
suffering, for our numbers, a considerable loss, the enen:iy1s 
force posted in houses and enclosures, and which, from dread 
of falling into the hands of the Indians, they most obstinately 
defended, at length surrendered at discretion ; the other part 
of their force, in attempting to retreat by the way they came, 
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were, I believe, all, or with very few exceptions, killed bJr the 

Indians. Brigadier-general Winchester was taken in the 

pursuit, by the Wyandot chief Rounllhead, who afterwards 

surrendered him to me. 
Y on will perceive that I have lost no time; indeed, it was 

necessary to be prompt in my movements, as the enemy would 

have been joined by major-general Harrison in a few days. 

The troops, the marine, and the militia, displayed great bravery, 

and behaved uncommonly well. "\Vhere so much zeal and 

spirit were manifested, it would be unjust to attempt to par

ticularize any: I cannot, however, refrain from mentioning 

lieutenant-colonel St. George, who received four wounds in a 

gallant attempt to occupy a building which was favorably 

situatell for annoying the enemy; together with ensign Kcrr, 

of'the Newfoundland regiment, who, I fear, is -very dangerously 

'vounded. The zeal and courage of the Indian department 
were never more conspicuous than on this occasion, and the 

Indian warriors fought with their usual bravery. I am much 

indebted to the different departments, the troops having been 

well and timely supplied with every requisite the ~istrict could 

afford. 
I have fortunately not been deprived of the services of lieu. 

tenant Troughton, of the royal artillery, ami acting in the 

quarter-master-general's department, although he was wounded, 

to whose zealous and unwearied exertions I am greatly in

debted, as well as to the whole of the royal artillery for their 

conduct in this affair. 

I enclose a list of the killed and wounded, and cannot but 

lament that there arc so many of both; but of the latter, I am 

happy to say, a large proportion of them will return to their 

duty, and most of them in a short time: I also enclose a return 

of the arms and ammunition which have been taken, as well as 

of the prisoners, whom you will perceive to be equal to my 

utmost force, exclusive of the Indians. 

It is reported that a party, consisting of 100 men, bringing 

500 hogs to general 'Vinchesrer's force, has been completely 

.E E 2 
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cut off by the Indians, and the convoy taken. Lieutenant 

M'Lcan, my acting brigade-major, whose gallantry and exer. 

tions were conspicuous on the 22d instant, is the bearer . of thia 

despatch, and will be able to afford you every information 

respecting our situation. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

HENRY PROCTOR, colonel. 
To major-general Sheaffe, &c. &c. &c. 

Fort-George. 

No. 25. 

Rtturn of prisoners taken after the action at Riviere au Raisin, 
on the 22d day of January, 1813. 

1 brigadier-general; 1 colonel; I major; 9 captains; 6 

lieutenants; 10 ensigns; 1 brigade-major; 1 adjutant; 1 

quarter-master ; 2 surgeons; 27 serjeants; 435 rank and .file. 

Total-495. 
N. B. The Indians have brought in and delivered up several 

prisoners since the above return was taken; they continue to 

do so this morning, so that this return is not perfectly correct, 

nor can a correct one be procured until they arri-ve at Sandwich. 

FELIX TROUGHTON, R. A. 
Act. dep. assist. quarter-ma!tet-gen. 

No. 26. 

Return of the killed and wounded in. tke action at Rivier~ au 
Raisin, 22d January, 1813. 

Royal artillety ;-1 serjeant, 1 gunner, killed; 1 lieutenant, 
1 corporal, 1 bombardier, 5 gunners, wounded. 

lOth ,.oyal vt:terat£ battu.licm ;-~ privates, wounJcd . . 
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41sl foot ;-15 privates, killed; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 3 
serjeants, 1 corporal, 91 privates, wounded. 

Royal Vercfound/anJ n~giment ;-1 private, killed; 1 ensign, 
1 serjeant, 3 corporals, 1:3 privates, wounded, 

~Marine department ;-l seaman, killed; 2 lieutenants, 1 
midshipman, 1 gunner, 12 seamen, wounded. 

1st E·sex militia;-2 privates, killed; 1 captain, 2 lieu. 
h!nants, ':! serjeants, 7 privates, wounded. 

2d Essex militia ,·-3 privates, killed; 1 ensign, 3 privates, 
wonndeJ. 

Staff ;-1 lieutenant-colonel, wounded. 
Total ;-1 serjeant, 1 gunner, 21 privates, 1 seaman, killed; 

1 licuh•nant-colonel, 2 captains, 6 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 
midshipman, 6 scrjeants, 5 corporals, 1 bombardier, 6 gunners, 
116 pri,'ates, 12 seamen, wounded. 

General l'otal ;-24 killed; 158 wounded. 

Names of the officers wounded. 

Royal artillery ;-Lieutenant Troughton. 
41st J uot ;-Captain Talion and lieutenant Clemow. 
Royal Newfoundland regiment ;-Ensign Kerr. 
Marine department; Lieutenants Rolette and lnine, and 

midshipman Richardson. 
lst EHex militia;- Captain Mills, and lieutenants M'Cor

mic and Gordon. 
2d ditto ;-Claude Garvin. 
~ta.ff ;-Colonel St. George. 

FELIX TROUGHTON, Lt. R. A. 
Act. dep. asst •• quarter.master •• gen, 
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No. 27. 

From brigadier-general Winchester to the American secretar!J 
of war. 

SIR, Mal den, January 28th, 1813. 

A detachment from the left wing of the north-western Army 
under my command, at Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, was 
attacked on the 23d instant, by a force greatly superior in num. 
bers, aided by several pieces of artillery. The action com
menced at the dawn of day: the piquct-guarus were driven in, 
and a heavy fire opened upon the \\-hole line, by which part 
thereof was thrown into disorder; and being ordered to form 

on more advantageous ground, I found the enemy doubling our 
left flank with force and rapidity. 

A destructive fire was sustained for some time; at length, 
borne down by numbers, the few of us that remained with the 
party retired from the lines, submitted. The remainder of our 
force, in number about 400, continued to defeud themselves 

with great gallantry, in an unequal contest against small-arms 
and artillery, until I was brought in as a prisoner to that p·art 
of the field occupied by the enemy. 

At this latter place, I understood that our troops were 
defending themselves in a state of desperation ; and I was 
informed by the commanding-officer of the enemy, that be 
would afford them an opportunity of surrendering themselves 
prisoners of war; to w hicb I acceded. I was the more ready 
to make the surrender, from being assured, that unless done 
quickly, the buildings adjacent would be immediately set on 

fire, and that no responsibility would be taken for the conduct 
of the savages, who were then assembled in great numbers. 

In this critical situation, being desirous to preserve the lives 
of a number of our brave fellows who still held out, I sent a 

flag to them, and agreed with the commanding-officer of the 

enemy, that they should be surrendered prisoners of war, on 
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condition of their being protected from fhc savages, and being 
allowed to retain their private property, and having their side
arms returned to them. It is impossible for me to ascertain, 
with certainty, the loss we have sustained in this action, from 
the impracticability of knowingthenumber who have made their 
escape. 

Thirty-five officers, and about 487 non-commissioned officers, 
and privates, are prisoners of war. A list of the names of 
officers is herewith enclosed to you. Our loss in killed is con. 
siderable. 

However unfortunate may seem the affair of yesterday, I am 
flattered by the belief, that no material error is chargeable upon 

myself, and that still less censure deserved by the troops I had 

the honor of commanding. 
With the exception of that portion of our force which was 

thrown into disorder, no troops have ever behaved with more 
determined intrepidity. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

JAMES WINCHESTER, 
Hon. secretary at war. Brig .• gen. U. S. army. 

Here follows a list of the officers taken : 

General Winchester; colonel Lewis; major Madison; cap. 
tains Overton, Hightower, Ballard, Cholier, James Kelly, 
Hamilton, \Villiams, Sabrie, and fllgdfoe; lieutenants Ger. 
rard, M'Cella; adjutant Keen ; Q. M. Holden, Rule 
M'Guire, Ganard,- Moore, and Higgins; ensigns Comstock, 

Butler, T. Chin, Flarron, Nash, Botts, Munday, Herson, 
Nash; Mooring, Fleet, and Caldwell; surgeon Todd.
Total, 36. 

The Indians have still a few prisoners in their possession, 
which I have reason to hope will be given up to colonel Proctor, 
at Sandwich. 

JAMES WINCHESTER, brig •• gen. 
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No. 28. 

From major-general Harrison, to governor Shelbg. 

M l{ DEAR SIR, 

Camp on Carrying Rock, 15 miles from 

the Rapids, January 24, 1813. 

I send colonel Wells to you, to communicate the particulars 
(a» far as we are acquainted with them) of an event that will 
overwhelm your mind with grief, and fill your whole state with 

mourning. 

The greater part of col<tnel Wells's regiment, United States' 
infantry, and the 1st and 5th regiments Kentucky infantry, and 
Alien's rifle regiment, under the immediate orders of general 

Winchester have been cut to pieces by the enemy, or taken 
prisoners. Great as the calamity is, I still hope that, as far as 
it relates to the objects of the campaign, it is not irreparable. 
As soon as I was informed of the attack upon general \rinchei
ter, about 12 o'clock on the 22d instant, I set out, to overtake 
the detachment of Kentucky's troops, that I had sent that 
morning to reinforce him, and I directed the only regiment that 

I had with me to follow. I overtook major Robb's detachment 
at the diitance of 6 miles; but before the troops in the rear 

could get up, certain information was received of general 
Winchester1s h>tat defeat. 

A council of war was called, and it was the unanimous 
opinion of .the generals Payne and Perkins, and all the field 
officers, that there was no motive that could authorize an 
advance but that of attacking the enemy, and that success was 
not to be expected after a forced march of 40 miles against an 
enemy superior in number, and well provided with artillery. 
Strong detachments of the most active men were, ho\\ ever, sent 
forward on all the roads, to a~sist and bring in such of our men 
as had escaped. The whole number that reached our camp 
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does not exceed 30, amongst whom were major M'Ciannahan 

and ca ptain Claves. 

Havincr a large train of heavy artillery, and stores coming 

on this road from \V. Sandusky, under an escort of four com. 

panic ' it was th.ought advisable to fall back to this place, for 

the pu q o,e of s curing th em. A art of it arrived last even

ing, and the rest is within JO miles. As soon as it arrives, and 

11. reinforcem ent of three regiments from the Virginia and 

Pennsylvania brigades, I shall again advance, and give tha 

enemy an opportunity of measuring their strength with us once 

more. 

Colonel \Veils will communicate some circumstances, which, 

while they afflict aud surprise, will convince you that Kentucky 

has lost none of her reputation for -valor, for which she is famed. 

The dPtachment to the river Raisin was made without my 

knowledge or consent, ami in direct opposition to my plans. 

Having been made, however, I did every thing in my power tu 

reinforce them, and a force exceeding by 300 men that whiclt 

general Winchester deemed necessary, was on its way to join 

him, and a fine battalion within 14 miles of its destination. 

After the success of colonel Lewis, I was in great hopes that 

the po~t could be maintained. Colonel Wells will communicate 

my future views to you, much better than I can do in writing 

at this time. 
I am, dear Sir, &c. 

W. H. HARRISON. 
His excellency governor Shelby. 

,,.,,,,,,...,..,,,.,,., 

No. 29. 

From brigadier-general Proctor to sir G. Prevost. 

SIR, Sandwich, May J4th, 1813. 

From the circumstances of the war, I have judged it expcdi. 

ent to make a direct report to your excellency of the opera

tions and present &tate in this district. 
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In the expectation of being able to reach the enemy, who 
had taken post near the foot of the Rapids of the :Miami, 
before the reinforcements and supplies could arrive, for which 
only he waited to commence active operations against us, I 

determined to attack him without delay, and wftb every means in 
my power; but from the necessary preparations, and some 
untoward circumstances, it was not in my power to reach him 
within three weeks of the period I had proposed, and at w hi eh 
he might have been captured or destroyed. From the incessant 
and heavy rains we experienced, and duri!Jg which our batteries 
were constructed, it was not until the morning of the 1st 
instant, the fifth day after our arrival at the mouth of the river, 
12 miles from the enemy, that our batteries could be opened. 

The enemy, who occupied several acres of commanding 
ground, strongly defended by block-houses, and the batteries 
well furnished with ordnance, bad, during our approach, so 
completely entrenched and covered himself, as to render una
vailing every effort of our artillery, though well served, and in 
batteries most judiciously placed and constructed, under the 
able direction of captain Dixon, of the royal engineers, of 
whose ability and unwearied ~ea!, shewn particularly on this 
occasion, I cannot speak too highly. 

Though the attack has not answered fully the purpose 
intended, I have the satisfaction to inform your excellency of 
the fortunate result of an attack of the enemy, aided by a sally 
of most of their garrison, made on the morning of the 5th 
instant, by a reinforcement, which descended the river a 
considerable distance in a very short time, consisting of two 
corps, Dudley's and Roswell's, amounting to 1300 men, under 
the command of brigadier-general Green Clay. The attack 
was very sudden, and on both sides of the river. The enemy 
were for a few minutes in the possessi<;>n of our batteries, and 
took some prisoners. After a severe contest, though not 

of long continuance, the enemy gave way; and, except the 
body of those who sallied from the fort, must have been mostly 
killed or tttkcn. 
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In this decisive affair, the officers and men of the 41st regi
ment, who chargctl and routed the enemy near the batteries, 
well maintained the long established reputation of the corps. 

'Yhere all deserve praise, it is difficult to distinguish. Captain 

l\luir, an old officer, who had seen much service, had the good 
fortuue to be in the immediate command of these brave men. 

Besides my obligations to captain Chambers, for his unwearied 
exertions preparatory to, and on the expedition, as deputy

assistant quartermaster-general, I ba-re to notice his gallant 
conduct in attacking the enemy near the batteries, at the point 

of the bayonet; a service in which he was well supported by 
lieutenants Bullock and Clements of the 41st, and lieutenant 

Le ~retou, of the Royal Newfoundland regiment. The 
courage and activity displayed through the whole scene of 
action by the Indian chiefs and warriors, contributed largely to 

our success. I have not been able to ascertain the amount of 
prisoners in the possession of the Indians. I have sent off,. 

agreeable to agreement, nearly 500 pri~oners to the river 
Huron, near Sandw,ky. 

I have proposed an exchange, which is referred to the 

America~ government. 
I could not ascertain the amount of. the enemy's loss in 

killed, from the extent of the scene of action, and mostly in 

the woous. I conceive his loss in killed and prisoners to have 

been between 1000 and 1200 men. These unfortunate people 

~ere not volunteers, and complete Kentucky's quota. If the 

enemy had been permitted to receive his reinforcements and 

supplies undisturbed, I should have had, at this critical juncture, 

to contenu with him for Detroit, or perhaps on tl1is shore. 

I had not the option of retaining my situation on the Miami. 
Half of the militia had left us. I received a deputation from 

the chiefs, counselling me to return, as they could not prevent 
their people, as was their custom after any battle of conse. 

quence, returning to their villages with their wounded, their 

prisoners and- plunder, of which they had taken a considerable . 

quantity in the boats of the enemy. 
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Before the ordinance could be drawn from the batteries, I 
was left with 'fecumseh, and less than 20 chiefs and warriors; 
a circumstance which strongly proves that, under present cir. 
cumstances at least, our Indian force is not a disposable one, or 
permanent, though occasionally a most po~rfnl aid. I hne, 
however, brought off all the ordnance; and, indeed, hawe not 
left any thing behind; part of the ordnance is embarked under 
the fire of the enemy. 

The service on which we were employed has been, though 
short a very severe one; and too much praise cannot be ginn 
to both officers and men, for the cheerfulness with which, on 
eTery occasion, they met the service. To lieutenant-col. ·war
burton I feel many obligations, for the aid he zealously afforded 
me on every occasion. From my brigade-major, lieutenant 
M'l~ean, I received the same zealous assistance as on former
occasions. To captain Mockler, royal Newfoundland regiment, 
who acted as my aide-de-camp, I am much indebted for the as
sistance afforded me. 

Lieutenant Le Breton, of the Newfoundland regiment, 
assistant-engineer, by his unwearied exertions, rendered essen
tial service ; as did lieu tenant Gardiner, of the 41st regiment, 
from his science in artillery. The royal artillery, in the labo. 
rious duties they performed, displayed their usual unwearied 

zeal, and were well assisted by the royal Newfoundland, (under 
lieutenant Garden,) as additional gunners. The laborious 

1!uties which the marine, under commodore Hall, have per .. 
formed, have been most cheerfully met, and the most essential 
5crvice rendered. 

I have the honor to send an embarkation return of the force 
that served under my command at the Miami, exclusive of the 
ludians, who may be stated at 1200. 

I also enclose a return of our killed, wounded, and prisoners, 

" 'ho have, however, bGen exchanged. 
I had taken upon me to give the rank of major to the six cap. 

tains of the line, as militia were employed on the &ame service 
with them; some of them are old officers; all of them aeserv-
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ing; any mark of your excellency's approbation of them would 

be extremely grateful to me. 

I beg leave to mention the four lunteen of the 41st regt. 

\Vitkinson, Richardso11-, .T..aing, and Proctor, as worthy of 

promotion. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

HENRY PROCTOR, 

Brigadier-general commanding. 

I beg to acknowledge the inllefatigable exertions of the 

commissariat. 

To his excellency, lieutenant-general 

Sir G. Prevost, Bart. &c. &c. 

No. 30. 

HENRY PROCTOR. 

EmbarJ..-atiorl-relurn of the western army oommandecl by 

brigadier-gen. Proctor, on an expedition to the Miamis. 

Amherstburg, April 23d, 1813. 

General staff ;-1 general, 1 lieutenant-col. 1 deputy

. assistant-quarter-master-general, 1 brigade-major, 1 staff

adjutan t. 

Royal artillery ,·-1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 1 surgeon, 27 

rank and file. 

Royal en~ineer1 ;-1 captain. 

lOth veteran battalion ;-5. 

41st regiment ;-3 captains, 7 lieutenants, 1 assistant-sur

geon, 22 serjeants, 6 drummers and bugles, 374 rank and file. 

Rpyal Newfoundland regiment ;-1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 3 

se.rjeants, 2 drummers, 55 rank and ~le. 

Commissariat ;-1 deputy-assistant-commissary:-gencral) l 

assistant to ditto, 1 issuer. 

Field train ;-1 clerk of storc3, 1 conductor. 



430 APPENDIX. 

MilitifJ;-1 major, 1'! captains, 11 lieutenants, 8 ensigns, 

l adjutant, '!2 serjeants, 406 rank and file. 

PETER L. CHAMBERS, major, 

captain 41st regt. D. A. Q. ~aster-general. 

No. 31. 

Retutn of killed, wounded, miuing, and prisonets, of the 
army under the command of brigadier-general Proctor at 

the battle fought at the llfiamis, May 5th, 1813. 

Royal artillery ;-1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, wounded; '! 
rank and file, prisoners. 

41stregiment;-11 rank and file, killed; !lieutenant, 3 

serjeants, 35 rank and file, wounded; 2lieutenants, 1 ser. 

jeant, 1 drummer, 33 rank and file, prisoners. 

Royal Newfoundland regiment ;-1 drummer, 2 rank and 

file, killed; 1 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, pri
soner. 

Militia ;-1 captain, 4 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and 

file, prisoner. 
· Total ;-1 drummer, 13 rank and file, killed, 1 captain, 1 

Ji"eutenant, 4serjeants, 41 rank and file, wounded; 21ieute

nants, 1 serjeant, 37 rank and file, prisoners. 

Names of officrrs wounded and prisone~s. 

41st regiment ;-Lieutenant Bullock, wounded on the 3d 
nit.; lieutenants M'lntire and Hales, prisoners. 

Militia ;-Captain Bandy, since deceased. 

PETER CHA.l\1 BERS, major, . 

captain 41st regt. D. A. Q. l\1.-gen. 



APPENDIX. 431 

No. 32. 

Return of officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, 
taketz prisoner~ from the enemy on the 5th of ftlay, 1813, 

at the batllefought at the ..11iamis. 

United Stales' regulars ;-1 captain, '11 rank and file. 

10th and 13th detached Kentucky militia ;-'1 majors, 1 

brigade-inspector, 8 captains, 9 lieutenants, 6 ensigns, 1 ad

jutant, 1 pay-master, 1 surgeon, 26 scrjeants, 3 drummers, 

373 rank and file. 

Prisoners since delivered up by the lndf.rtns ;-1 ensign, 1 

assistant-surgeon, 12 rank and file.-Grand total, 467. 

N. B. There are a number of prisoners not yet come in, who 
are in the possession of the Indians, but they am bringing 

them in daily. 

PETER L. CHAMBERS, major, 

captain 41st regiment D. A. Q. M .• gen. 

May 17 ;-Since the above return, 28 prisoners have hecn 

given up by the Indians. 

A. IT. M' LEAN, B. M . 

.,.,.,,,.,,,,..,,,,,, 

l\ o. 33. 

From brigadier-gen. Vincent to Sir G. Prevost. 

Burlington-beights, head of Lake~Ontario, 

June 6th, 1813. 

Having yesterday received information of the enemy having 

advanced from the Forty-mile Creek, with a force consisting ·of 

3500 men, eight or nine fic~d-pieces, and 250 cavalry, for the 

avowed purpose of attacking the division under my command ill 
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thiB position ; and having soon afterwards received a report that 
he had passed the swamp, and driven in my advanced po5ts from 
Stony Creek and Brady's, lieutenant-col. Harvey, deputy. 
adjutant-general immediately ~ent forward with the light com
panies of the king's, and 49th regiments ; and having advanced 
close to, and accurately ascertained, the enemy's position, sent 
back to propose to me a night-attack on the camp. 

The enemy's camp was distant about seven miles. About 
half past eleven I moved forward with five companies of the 
8th, (or king's), and the 49th regiments, amounting together to 
only704 firelocks; lieutenant-colonel Harvey, who conducted it 
with great regularity and judgment, gallantly led on the attack. 
The enemy was completely surprised, and driven from his camp, 
after having repeatedly formed in different bodies, and bE'cn as 
often charged by our brave troops, whose conduct, throughout 
this brilliant enterprise, was above all praise. The action ter
minated before day light, when three guns and one brass how
itzer, with three tumbrils; two brigadier-generals, Chandler 
and Winder, first and second in command, and upwards of 100 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, remained in 
our hands. .. 

Not conceiving it prudent to expose onr small force to the 
Yiew of the enemy, who, though routed, and dispersed, was 
still formidable as to numbers and position, he having fled to the 
surrounding heights, and having still four or five guns, the 
troops were put in motion at day-break and marched bacl' to 
their cantonments. After we had retired, and it had become 
broad day, the enemy venturE'd to re-occupy his camp, only, 
boweYer, for the purpose of destroying his incumbrances, such 
as blankets, carriages, prod,ions, spare arms, ammunition, 
&c. ; after which, he commenced a precipitate retreat towards 
the Forty-mile Creek, where he effectl.'d a junction with a body 
of ~000 men, who were on their march from Niagara to rein. 
force him. 

I cannot conclude tnis despatch without calling your e:tce!
\ency's attention to the following officers :-
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To lieutenant-col. Harvey, the deputy.adjutant -general, my 
obligations are particularly due. From the first moment the 
enem ·'s approach was kno,l'n, he watched his movements, and 
afforded me the earliestinformation. To him, indeed . I am in
debted for the suggestion and plan of operations; nothing 
could bn more clear than his arrangements, nor more completely 
successful in the result. The conduct of major Plendcrleath, 
ll ho commanded the 49th regt., was very conspicuous. By his 
decision a:1d prompt efforts, the surprize of the enemy's camp 
was completed, and all his efforts to make a stand were 
rendered ineffectual by the bayonet, which overthrew _all oppo
sition. A par ty of the 49th, with major Plenderleath at their 
head , gallantly charged some of the enemy's field-pieces, and 
brought off two 6-pounders. 

Major Ogilvie led on, in the most gallant manner, the five 
rompanies of the king's regiment; and whilst one half of that 
highly di sciplined and distinguished corps supported the 49th 
regiment, the other part moved to the right, and attacked the 
enemy's left flank, which decided our midnight contest. 

I har e also received the greatest assistance from major 
Glegg, Qrigade-major to the forces, and beg leave to mention 
the names of captains M'Dowal and Milnes, your excellency's 
aides-de-camp, who accompanied me to the attack, and upon 
all occasions have volunteered their services. I have like
wise to acknowledge the assistance of captain Chambers, of the 
41st rPgiment, who had arrived some days before from Amherst

borg; and Mr. Brook, pay -master of the 49th, who assisted 
me as acting aide.de.cam p. 

To Mr._ Hackett, acting-staff-surgeon to this army, I feel par
ticularly indebted, for his judicious arrangments, by which the 
wounded have received every attention, and are most of them 
likel y tu be restored to the service. 

It would be an act of injustice, were I to admit assuring 
your excellency, that gallantry and discipline were never more 
conspicuous than Juring our late short service; and I feel the 

greatest satisfaction in assuring yon, that every officer and 
VOL. 1. .F .F 
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individual seemed anxious to rival each otlier in his efforts to 
support the honor of his majesty's arms, and to maintain the 
high character of British troops. 

I beg leave to refer your excellency to the inclosed reports 
for particulars respecting our loss, which, I regret, has bee11 
very severe. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN VINCENT, 

Brigadier-g<meral. 
llis excellency sir Geo. Prevost, Bart. &c. 

No. 34. 

General return of kilted, wounded, and missing, in action 
with the enemy near tke head of Lake-Ontario, June 6th, 
1813. 

Staff ;-1 fort-major, wounded. 
8th; (or king's regiment ;)-1 lieutenant, 2 serjeanh, 7 

rank and file, killed; 1 major, 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 
4 serjeants, 51 rank and file, wounded; 13 rank and file 
missing. 

49th regiment ;-1 serjeant, 1~ rank and file, killed ; 1 
major, 3 captains, 1 ensign, 1 adjutant, 5 scrje~nts, 2 drum. 
ruers, 62 rank and file, wounded; 3 serjcants, 39 rank and 
file, missing. 

Total ;-1 lieutenant, 3 serjeants, 19 rank and file, killed ; 
2 majors, 5 captains, 2 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 1 adjutant, 1 
fort-major, 9 scrjeants, 2 drummers, 113 rank and file, 
wounded; 3 scrjcants, 52 rank and file, missing. 

List of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed ;-8th; (or king's t·egiment; )-Lieut. Hooper. 
Wounded ;-Staff ;-Fort-major Taylor, se¥e~c1y. 
8th; (or king's regiment ;)-1\lajor Ogilvie and captain 
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1\Iunday, severely, not dangerously ; captain Goldrick, and 

lieutenants Weyland and Boyd, slightly. 

49th regiment ;-Major Plenderleath, severely, not danger

ously; brigade-major Clark, dangerously; brigade-major Den

nis, and captain Manners, slightly; ensign Davy, dangerously; 

adjntant Stean, slightly. 

J. HARVEY, deputy-adj.-gen. 

EDWARD BAYNES, adj.-gen . 

.,.,.,.,,,.,,,.,..,.,,,.,. 

No. 35. 

Return of American prisoners of war, captured near Stoney. 
Creek, in the action of the 6th instant. 

Two brigadier-generals, 1 major, 5 captains, 1 lieutenant, 

116 non-commissioned officers and privates. 

J. HARVEY, deputy-adj .• gen. 

EDW ARD BA YNES, adj.-gen. 

Return of ordnance, &c. &c. captured from the Americans 

by a division of the troops under the command of briga. 

dier-general Vincent, in action on the 6th of June, 1813, 

at the head of Lake-Ontario. 

Ordnance ,·-3 iron 6-pounders, 1 brass 5f inch howitzer. 

Carriages ;-I limber 6-pounder, 1 tumbril, with 6-pounder 

ammunition, complete. 

Harness ,·-4 sets thill, 4 sets trace. 

Horses ;-9 artillery. 

WILLIAM HOLCROFT, major, 

commanding royal artillery. 

N. B. Two of the above 6-pounders were spiked and left on 

the ground, in consequence of the impossibility of removing 

them. 

J F 2 
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No. 36. 

111ajor-generut Dearborn to the American secretary at u:dr. 

Sin, Head-quarters, Fort.George, J one 6th. 
I have received an express from the head of the Lake this 

evening, with intelligence that our troops, commanded by 
brigadier-general Chandler, were attacked at 2 o'clock this 
morning, by the •hole of the British and Indian forces ; and by 
some strange fatality, though our loss was but small, (not ex
ceeding 30,) and the enemy completely routed and driven from 
the field, both brigadier Chandler and Winder were taken 
prisoners. They had advanced to ascertain the situation of a 
company of artillery when the attack commenced. Generd 
Vincent is reported to be among the killed of the enemy. Col. 
Clark was mortally wounded, and fell into our hands, with dO 

prisoners of the 49th British regiment. The whole loss of the 
enemy is 250. They sent in a flag, with a reqnest to bury their 
dead. General Lewis, accompanied by brigadier-general Boy~,. 
goes ..on to take the command of the advanced troops. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Hon. general John Armstrong, 

secretary at war • 

HENRY DEARilORN. 

.,,.,,,,1,..,,,,,,. 

No. 37. 

F1·om lieutenant Fitzgibbon to major De Haren. 

Sm, Township of Loutb, June 24th, 1813. 
At De Coris, this morning, about 7 o'clock, I received 

information that about ICOO of the enemy, with two guns, were 
advancing towards me, from St. David's. I soon after heard a 
firing of cannon and musketry, and in consequence rode in 
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auunce two miles on the St. Da,·id's road. I discovered, lly 

the firing, that the enemy was moving for the road on the moun

tain. I sent off cornet l\1' Kenney, to order out my detachment 

of the 49th, consisting of a subaltern and 46 rank and file, 
and closed upon the enemy, to reconnoitre. 1 discovered him 

on the mountai!J roaq, and took a position on an eminence to 

the right of it. My men arrived, and pushed on in front, to 

cut off his retreat, under a fire from his guns, which, however, 
did no execution. After examining his position, I was informed 
he elt>ected reinforcements; I therefore decided upon summon

ing him to surrender. After the exchange of several positions, 

between lieutenant-colonel Brerstler and myself, in the name 
of lieutenant-colonel De Haren, lieutenant-colonel Brerstler 

agreed to surrender on the terms sta.ted in the articles of capitu
lation. On my return to my men to send an officer to super. 

intend the details of a surrender you returned. 

I have the honor to be, & c. 

J. FITZG IBBON, Iieut. 49th foot. 
To major De Haren, &c. &c. 

No. 38. 

Capitulation of Colonel Br.erstler artd 541 .Americans. 

June 24th, 1813, 

Particulars of fhe capitulation made between captain 

M'Dowell, on the part of lieutenant-colonel Brerstler, of 

the United States' army, and major De Haren, of his 

Britannic majesty's Canadian regiment, on the part of 

lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp, commanding the advance of 

the British, respecting the force under the command of 
lieu tenant-colonel Brerstler. 

Article I. That lieutenant-colonel Brerstler, and the force 

under his command, shall surrender prisoners of war. 
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Art. 11. That the officers shall retain their arms, horses, and 
baggage. 

Art. Ill. That the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
shall lay down their arms at the head of the British column, 
and shall become prisoners of war. 

Art. IV. That the militia and volunteers, with lieutenant. 
colonel Brerstler, shall be permitted to' retur'n to the V nited 
States on parole. 

ANDREW M'DOWELL, 
Captain United States' light artillery. 

Acceeded to and signed, P. G. B<ERSTLEH., 
lieutenant-colonel, 

commanding detachment 
United States' army. 

P. 'V. DE HAREN, major, 
Canadian regiment. 

No. 39. 

Return of prisgners taken near Fort.George, June 24th, I813. 

Light dragoons ;-1 cornet, I serjeant, I9 rank and file. 
Light artillery ,--1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 scrjeants, 31 

rank and file. 
6th regiment of infanb:y ;-I captain, 1 lieutenant, 3 scr

jeants, 54 rank and file. 
14th ditto ;-1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 11lieutenants? 

1 surgeon, 15 serjeants, 301 rank and file. 
20th ditto ;-1 major. 
23d ditto ;-I captain, 4 serjeants, 2 drummers, 57 rank 

and file. 
Total-1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 6 captains, 13lieute

nants, 1 cornet, 1 surgeon, 25 serjeants, 2 drummers, 462 
rank and file. 

Thirty militia released on parole not included in this return. 
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Officers names and rank. 

Light dragoons ,·-Cornet BurL 

Light m·tiller'Jj ;-Captain .M'Dowcll; lieutenant Morris. 

6th regiment infantry ;-Captain .M' Kenney; lieutenant 

Shell. 

14th ditto ;-Lieutenant-colonel Brerstler; Captains M'Ken

zie, Cumings, an Flemming; lieutenants Saunders, AmdelJ, 

Karney, Marshall, Waring, Mudd, Murdock, Goodwin, 

Clarke, Robinson, and Bundall; surgeon Young. 

20th ditto ;-Major Taylor. 

23d ditto ;-Captain Roach. 

Return of ordnance, &c. taken. 

One 12-pounder, 1 6-pounder, 2 cars, stand of colours of 

the 14th United States' regiment. 

EDW ARD BA YNES, adj.-gen. 

The loss of the enemy supposed to be about 100 in killed 

and wounded. 

,,,..,.,,..,.,,,,.,,,., 

No. 40. 

From major-general Dearborn to the American secretar:; at 

war. 

Head-quarters, Fort-George, June 28, 1813. 

SIR, 
I have the mortification of informing you of an unfortunate 

and unaccountable event which occurred yesterday. On the 

23d, at evening, lieutenant-colonel Brerstler, with 570 men, 

infantry, artillery, cavalry, and riflemen, in due proportion, 

was ordered to march by way of Queenstown, to a place called 

the Beaver Dams, on the high ground, about eight or nine 

miles from Queenstown, to attack and disperse a body of the 

enemy, collected there for the purpose of procuring provisiom, 
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and harassing those inhabitants who are cousidered friendly to 

the United States. 

Their force was, from the most direct information, compoaed 

of one company of the 104th regiment, above 80 strong; from 

150 to 200 militia, and from 50 to 60 Indians. At eight 

o'clock yesterday morning, when within about two miles of 

Beaver Dam, our detachment was attacked f.om an ambuscadc, 

but soon drove the enemy some distance into the woo,ds, and 

then retired to a clear field, and sent an express for a reinforce

ment, saying he would maintain his position until reinforced. 

A reinforcement of 300 men marched immediately, under the 

command of colonel Christie; but, on arriving at Queenstown, 

colonel Christie received authentic informa·tion that lieutenant

colonel Brerstler, with his command, had surrendered to the 

enemy, and the reinforcement returned to the camp. 

A man who belonged to a small corps of mounted volunteer 

riflemen, came in this morning, \\ ho states that the enemy 

surrouuded our detachment in the woods, and towards 12 

o'clock commenced a general attack-that our troops fought 

more than two hours, until the artillery had expended the 

-whole of its ammunition, and then surrendered; and at the 

time of the surrender, the informant made his escape. 

"\Vhy should it have been deemed proper tu remain several 

hours in a position surrounded with woods, without either 

risking a decisive action, or effecting a retreat, remains to be 

accounted for, as well as the project of waiting for a rein. 

forcement from a distance of 15 or 16 miles. 

No information has been recei,·ed of the killed or wounded. 

The enemy'~ fleet has again arrived in our neighbourhood. 

"Vith respect and esteem, 

I am, sir, your's, &c. 

HENRY DEARBORN._ 
Hon. J olm Armstrong, secretary a.t war. . . 

J 
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No. 41. 

From lieutenant-col41nel Clark to lieutenant-colonel Harvey. 

SIR, Chippeway, July 12,1813. 

I have the honor to report to you, for the information of 

major.geoeral de Rottenburg, that the detachment under the 

command of lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp, consisting of a 

detachment of royal artillery, under lieutenant Armstrong, 40 

of the king's regiment, under lieutenant Barstow, lOO of the 

41 st, under captain Sannders, 40 of the 49th, under lieutenant. 

Fitz-Gibbons , and about 40 of the 2d and 3d Lincoln militia, 

embarked at two o'clock on the morning of the 11th instant, to 

attack the enemy's batteries at Black Rock. 

The detachment landed half an hour before day-light, without 

being perceived, and immediately proceeded to attack the batte

ries, which they carried with little opposition; the enemy heard 

th e firing at their advanced posts, and immediately retreated 

with great precipitation to Buffaloe. 

The block-houses, barracks, and navy-yard, with one large 

schooner, were hurnt; and such of the public stores as could be 

got off were taken possession off, and carried across the river 

by the troops. Before the whole of the stores were taken 

away, the enemy advanced, having been reinforced by a consi

derable body of Indians, w horn they posted in the woods on 

their flanks and in their advance; they were gallantly opposed 

by the whole of the troops; but finding the lndians could not 

be driven from the adjoining woo!Js without our sustaining a 

very great loss, it was deemed prudent to retreat to the boa1s, 

and the troops re-crossed the river under a very hea y fire. 

I am extremely sorry to add, lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp 

fe ll, severely wounded, on our retreat to the boats; fortunately 

the detachment did not suffer by it, every thing having been 

arran ged and completed previous to his receiving his wounds. 

Inclosed are the returns of the killed, wounded, and missing 

' 
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with the exception of those of the 49th regiment and militia, 

which have not yet been received. 
I have also inclosed the returns of the ordnance, and other 

stores captured. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS CLARK, 
Lieut .• col. 2d Lincoln militia. 

To lieutenant-col. Harvey, 
deputy adjutant-gen. 

No. 42. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, on the morning 
of the 11th instant. 

July 13, 1813. 
Stajf;-1 inspecting field-officer, wounded. 

8th regiment ;-3 privates, killed; 1 captain 1 ensign, 

l serjeant, 10 privates, wounded; 4 privates, missing. 
49th regiment ;-4 privates, killed; 3 privates, wooodcd; 

2 privates, missing . 
.. Wilitia ;-1 lieutenaut~colonel, wounded. 
Total-13 privates killed; 1 inspecting field-officer, 1 lieu

tenant-colonel, 1 captain, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, ID 

privates, wounded; 6 privat('S missing. 
Names of officers wounded. 

Sta.ff;-Lieutcnant-colonel Bisshopp, inspecting field-officer, 

severely (not dangerously). 
2d Lincoln militia ;-Lieutenant-colonel Clark, slightly. 

41st regiment ;-Captain Saunders, severe) y, and prisoner; 

ensign Mompesson, slightly. 
J. HARVEY, lieut •• col. D. A. gen. 

No. 43. 

lleturn of ordnance destroyed and captured from the enem!J 

.nt Black Rock, J ul,y 12, 1813. 

Ohe iron U-pounder, with garrison carriage; 1 iron 
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6-pouncler, with garrison carriage; 1 brass 6-pounder, with 
travelling carriage; I brass 6-pounder, without travelling 
carriage. 

Total-4 ; 177 English and French muskets, 1 3-pounder 
travelling carriage, 6 ammunition kegs, a small quantity of 
round and case shot, (quantity not yet known). 

Taken and destroyed. 

Two iron 1 'l-pounders, 2 iron 9-pounders. 
R. S. ARMSTRONG, 

lieut.-col. royal artil. 

,,,,.,,,,.#,.,,,,,. 

No. 4-l. 

Return of stores, ~-c. ~-c. captured at, and brought fr~m, 
Black Rock, on the 14th July, 18l3. 

One hundred and twenty-three barrels of salt, 46 barrels of 
whiskey, 11 barrels of fiou r, 1 barrel of molasses, 1 barrel of 
tar, 2 large bales of blankets, (about 200,) 70 large blankeb 
loose, 5 large casks of clothing ; 3 cases, containing 396 sol. 
diers' caps, 16 bars of iron, 1 bar of steel, 1 side of sole lea
ther, 7 sides of upper leather, (some of them marked serjeant 
Fitzgerald, 41st regiment, and taken from Fort Erie, to be 
returned to the 41st regiment,) 7 large battcaux, 1 large scow. 

THOMAS CLARK, 
lieut •• col. 2d Lincoln militia. 

No. 45. 

Ft·om sit' G. Prevost to eqrl Bathurst. 

MY LoRn, 
Head-quarters, Kingston, 

Upper Canada, August 8th, 1813. 

I have the honor to acquaint your lordship, that the enemy's 
fleet, of 12 sail, made its appearance off York on the 31st 
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ultimo. The three square-rigged vessels, the Pike, Madison, 
and Ooeida, came to anchor in the offing; but the schoonen 
pa~sed up the harbor, and landed several boats full of troops at 
the former garrison, and proceeded from thence to the town, of 
which they took possession. They opened the goal, liberated the 
prisoners, and took away three soldiers confined for felony: they 
then went to the hospitals, and parolled the few men that could 
not be removed. They next entered the store-houses of some 
of the inhabitants, seized their contents, chiefly flour, and the 
same being private property. Between 11 and 12 o'clock that 
night they returned on board their vessels. The next morning, 
Sunday, the 1st instant, the enemy again landed, an~ sent 
three armed boats up the river Don, in search of public stores, 

of which being disappointed, by sun-set both soldiers and sailors 

h~d evacuilted the town, the small barrack wood-yard, and 
store-house, on Gibraltar Point, having been first set on fire 
by them; and at day-light the follo\\-ing morning the enemy's 
fleet sailed. 

The plunder obtained by the enemy upon this predatory 
expedition has been indeed trifling, and the loos has altogether 
fallen upon individuals; the public stores of every description 
having been removed; and the only prisoners taken by them 
there being connned to felons and invalids in the hospital. 

The troops which were landed were acting as marines, and 
appeared to be about 250 men ; they Wt're under the command 
of commodore Chauocey and lieutenant-colonel Scott, an 
unexcbaogcd prisoner of war on his parole, both of whom 
landed with the troops. The town, upon the arrival of the 
enemy, was totally defenceless; the militia were still on their 
parole; and the principa~ gentlemen had retired, from an 
apprehension of being treated with the same severity used towards 
several of the inhabitants near Fort-George, who had been 
made prisoners, and sent to the V nitcd States. Lieutenant

colonel Battersby, of the Glengarry feocibJes, with the detach
ment of light troops under his command, who had been 
r; tationed at York, was, upon the appearance of the enemy's 
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fh.>~t off th:\t place, on the 29th ult. ordered with his detach. 
ment and light artillery to proceed for the protection of the 
d~pots formed on Burlington Heights, where he had joined 
major l\Iaule's detachment of the I04th regiment, and concen
trated his force on the following evening. The enemy had, 
rluring the course of that day, landed from the fleet 500 

men, near Brandt's house, with an intention of storming the 
heights; but finding major Maule well prepared to receive 
them, and being informed of lieutenant-colonel Batt~rsby's 
march, they re-embarked, and stood away for York. 

My last accounts from major-general De Rottenburg are to 
the 3d instant, when the enemy's fleet had anchored off Niagara. 
I have received no tidings of our squadron under sir Jame3 
Y eo, since its sailing from hence on the 31st ultimo. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

GEORGE PREVOST. 
Earl Bathurst, &c. &c. &c. 

,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,.,. 

No. 46. 

Prom m-ajor TaJJlor to major-general Stove1t. 

SrR, Isleaux Noix, June 3d, 1813. 

In the absence of lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, I have the 
honor to acquaint you, that one of the enemy's armed vessels 
was discerned from the garrison, at half-past four o'clock this 
morning, when I judged it expedient to order the three gun-boats 
under weigh; and before they reached the point above the 
garrison, another vessel appeared in sight, when the gun-boats 
commenced firing. Observing the vesseh to be near enough to 
the shore for musketry, I ordered the crews of two batteaux and 
row-boats (which I took with roe from the garrison to act accord
ing to circumstances) to land on each side of the river, and take 
a position to rake the vessels ; the firing was briskly kept up on 
both sides; the enemy with small~arms and grape-shot occasion-
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ally. Near the close o( the action, an express came off to me in a 

canoe, with intelligence, that more armed vessels were approach. 
mg, and about 3000 men from the enemy's lines, by land. On 
this information, I returned to put the garrison in the best 
order for tlteir reception, leaving directions with the gun-boats 
and parties, not to suffer their retreat to be cut off from it; 
and before I reached tile garrison, the enemy's vessels struck 
their colours, after a well contested action of three hours and a 
half. They proved to be the United States' armed vessels 
Growler and Eagle, burthen from 90 to 100 tons, and carrying 
11 guns each; between them, 12, 18, and 16-pounder car
ronades ; completely equipped under the orders of the senior 
officer, of the Growler, captain Sidney Smith, with a comple
ment of 50 men each. They had one man killed and eight 
wounded: we had only three men wounded, one of them 
severely from the enemy's grape-shot on the parties on shore. 

The alacrity of the garrison, on this occasion, calls forth my 
warmest approbation. Ensigns Dawson, Gibbons, and Hum
phreys, and acting quarter-master Pilkington, and crews, of 
the lOOth (prince regent's) regiment, and lieutenant Lowe, of 
the marine department, with three gunners of the artillery to 
each boat, behaved with the greatest gallantry : I am particu. 
larly indebted to captain Gordon, of the royal artillery, and 
lieutenant Williams, with the parties of the lOOth regiment, 
on shore, who materially contributed to the surrender of the 
enemy. The Growler is arrived at the garrison in good order, 
and is apparently a fine vessel, and the boats are employed in 
getting off the Eagle, which was run a-ground to prevent her 
tiinking. I have hopes she will be saved, but in the meantime 
have had her dismantled, and her guns and stores brought to 
the garrison. Ensign Dawson, of the lOOth regiment, a most 
intelligent officer, will have the honor of delivering you this. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Major-general Stovio, 

commanding at Chambly. 

GEORGE TAYLOR, 

major of the 1 OOtb rrgt. 
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Number of men killed, wounded, and prisoners on board the 

United States' armed vessels the Growler and Eagle, June 

3d, 1813. 

1 killed; 8 severely wounded; 91 prisoners.-TotallOO • 
.,,...,.,.,,,,,,.,.,.,,, 

No. 47. 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, and ordnance-stores, 

taken on board the United States' armed vessels Eagle and 

Growler, on the morning of the 3d of June, 18U. 

Iron ordnance ;-2 short IS-pounders, 10 6-pounders, 
10 1S-pounder carronades. 

Carriages, with breeching and tacklei complete ;-2 IS-poun

ders, 10 6-pounders, 10 18-pounder carronades. 

1'ompions ;-8 IS-pounders ;-1':! 6-pounders. 

S beds and coins, 69 muskets, 60 bayonets, 12 pistols, 43 
cutlassess, 31 boarding-axes, 23 boarding-pikes, 61 pouches 

and belts, 20 side-bel(s. 

Sponges and rammers ;-9 IS-pounder, 10 6-pounder. 

Wadhooks and ladles ;-7 IS-pounder, and S 6-pounder, 

12 lint-stocks, 4 port-fire sticks, 3 handspikes, 166 18-poun

der, 72 6-pounder fixed case-shot. 

Empf.!J cartridges ;-100 18-pounder, 40 6-pounder. 

Cartridges;-230 musket-balls. 

1 whole barrel of powder. 
Shot ;-129 round 18-pounder, I80 round 6-pounder, 

28 round 3-pounder, 20 case 18-pounder, 72 case 6-pounder, 

83 grape 18-pounder, 3 grape 6-pounders. 
Iron pintails for gmpe-shot ;-36 I8-pounder, 4I 6-pounder. 

J4 tin tubes, 4 port-fires, 12lbs. slow-match, 9 powder

horns, 3 copper lanthorns, 12 tin lanthorns, 10 crow-bars, 

1 pair of scissars, I claw-hammer. 
FRED. GORDON, capt. R. A. 

To major Taylor, commanding Isle aux N oix. 
N. B. The ammunition and stores on board the armed VC!i!cl 

Eagle, being under '~ater, no account has yet been taken of 

them. 
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No. 48. 

From lieutenant-colonel Murray to major-general Sheajfa. 

Sm, Isle aux Noix, August 3d, 1813. 

The land forces of the expedition that left the province on 
the '!9th July, on an enterprise on Lake Champlain, returned 
this day, after having fnlly accomplished the objects proposed, 
and having carried every order into execution. 

The enemy's arsenal and block-house, commissary-buildings, 
and stores at the position of Plattsburg, together with -the 

extensive barracks at Saraoac, capable of containing 4000 

troops, were destroyed ; some stores were brought off, par
ticularly a quantity of naval-stores, shot, and equipments for :1. 

large number of battcaux. The barracks and stores at the 

position at Swanton, on Missisquoi Bay, together with several 
hatteaux at the landing place, were destroyed. 

A detachment has been sent to destroy the public buildings. 

barracks, block-houses, &c. at Champlaintown. Every assis
tance was rendered by the co-operation of captains Everard 

and Pring, royal navy, commanding his majesty's sloops of war 
Broke and Shannon. 

I experienced very great benefit from the military knowledge 

or lieutenant-colonel \Villiams (13th regiment, second in com
mand). I ha¥e to report, in the highest terms of aprrobation, 

the discipline, regularity, anfl cheerful conduct of the whole of 

the troops, and feel fully confident that, had an opportunity 
offered, their courage would have been equally conspicuous. 

General Hampton has concentrated the whole of the regular 
forces in the vicinity of Lake Champlain, at Burlington, from 
the best information, said to be about 4500 regular troops, and 

a large body of militia. The militia force assembled for the 
defence of Plattsbnrg, disbanded on the aPlJearance of the 

armament. The naval part of the expedition is still cruisin~ on 

the lake. For any further information, I beg leave to refer 
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you to your aide de camp, captain Loring, the bearer of this 

despatch. 

I have, &c. 

To major-general sir R. 11. Sheaffe, 

Bart. &c. &c. &c. 

J. MURRAY, lieut .• col. 

No. 49. 

From captain Everard to sir George Prevo&t. 

His majesty's sloop Broke, Lake 

Sm, Champlain, August 3d, 1813. 

Major-general Glasgow has apprised your excellency of my 

repairing, with a party of officers and seamen, to man the sloop& 

and gun-boats at Isle anx N oix, in consequence of your letter 

of the 4th ultimo, addressed to the senior officer of his majesty's 

ship at Quebec, stating it to be of great importance to the 

public !ervice, that an attempt should be made to alarm the 

enemy on the Montreal.frontier, &c.; and agreeably to your 

wish that I should communicate any thing interesting that might 

occur, I have the honor to acquaint you, that the object for 

which the corps under the command of lieutenant-colonel 

Murray had been detached, \having been fully accomplished, by 

the destruction of the enemy 's block-house, arsenal, barracks, 

and public store-houses remaining on the west side of the lake 

beyond Plattsburg, I stood over to Burlington with the 

Shannon and one gun-boat, to observe the state of the enemy's 

force there, and to afford him an opportunity of deciding the 

nav-al superiority of the lake. ·we were close in, on the fore

noon of the~2d, and found two sloops of about lOO tons burthen, 

one armed with 11 guns, the other 13, ready for sea, a third 

sloop, (somewhat larger,) fitting out, with guns on board, and 

two gun-schooners, lying under the pro:ectio .1 of 10 gnns, 

VOL . I. G G 
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mounted on a bank of 100 feet high, without a breast-work, 
two scows, mounting one gun each, as floating batteries, and 
several field-pieces on the shore. Having captured and des
troyed four vessels, without any attempt on the part of the 
enemy's armed vessels to prevent it, and seeing no prospect of 
inducing him to quit ltis position, where it was impossible for 
us to attack him, I am now returning to execute my original 
orders. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS EVERARD, 

commander of his majesty's sloop Wasp. 
Lieut.-gen. sir G. Prevost, Bart. 

&c. &c. &c. 

,,,.,,,,.,,,,,..,.,,. 

No. 50. 

From commodore Macdonough to the American secretary of 
the na'Dy. 

Sm, 
United States' sloop President, near

Plattsbu·rg, Sept. 9, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform you, that I arrivt>d here yesterday 
from near the lines, having sailed from BurJingtoo on the 6th 
instant, with an intention to fall in with the enemy, who were 
then near this place. Having proceeded to within a short dis. 
tancc of the lines, I received information that they were at 
anchor; soon after, they weighed and stood to the northward 
out of the lake-thus, if not acknowledgktg our a-scendancy on 
the lake, evincing an unwiriingness (although they had the 
advantage of situation, owing to the narrowness of the channel 
in which their galleys could work, when we should want room) 
to determine it. 

I have the honor to be &c. 

THOS. l\1ACDONOVGH. 
Ilou. W. J ones, secretary of the n;tvy. . 
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No. 51. 

From ~ir George Prevost to earl Bathurst. 

1\.Jy LORD, 

Head-quarters, Montreal, 

Oct 30th, 1813. 

Since I had the honor of addressing your lord~hip in my 

despatch of the 2'2d of September last, I ha¥e received the 

enclosed communication from major-general Proctor. I hi've, 

however, been informed from the other quarters, that he com

menced his retreat from Sandwich on the 24th of that month, 

having previously dismantled the posts of Amherslburg and 

Detroit, and totally destroyed the public buildings aull stores of 

every description. That, on the bth of October following, 

when within a few miles of a strong position, which it was his 

intention to take up at the Moravian viiiJge on the river Thames, 

he was attacked by so o¥envhelming a force, under major-gen. 

Harrison, that the small numbers he had with him, consisting of 

not more than 450 regular troops, were unable to withstand it, 

and consequently compelled to disperse; that he had after

wards rallied the remains of his division, and retired upon An

caster, on the grand river, without being pursued by the enemy, 

and where he had collected the scattered remains of his force, 

amounting to about 200 men, and had with it subsequently 

reached Burliogton-heights, the head quarters of major-general 

Vincent. Tecumseh, at the head of 1:!00 Indian warriors, 

accompanied our little army on its rear from Sand -.,\ich: and 
the prophet, as well as his brother Tecumseh were of the most 

essential service, in arresting the further progress of the 

Americans; but, as to the extent of our loss sm this occasion) 

or the particulars of th1s disastrous affair, I am as yet ignorant; 

major-gcnerdl Proctor h'<tving signified to majr>r•-gencral Da 

Rottenburg, commandmg in the upper province, that he had 

sent a flag of truce to general Harrison, to ascertain the fate of 

the officers and S6ldiers who were missing, an-d requesting his 

GG2 
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indulgence for 1\ few days until its return, in order to make his 
official report. 

I also understand, that the enemy, so far from attempting 
I 

to improv~ the advantage they had gained, by pursuing our 
troops on their retreat to the Grand river, had retired to 
Sandwich, followed by Tecumseh and his warriors, who had 
much harassed them on their march. Five or 600 Indians, 
belonging to the right division, are reported to have joined the 
centre. 

I regret to say, that I am still without any official account 
of captain Barclay's action on Lake.Erie, the result of which 
has led to our relinquishment of the Michigan 1errito~y, except- · 
ing Michilimacinac, and our abandonment of the pgst in 
Upper Canada beyond the Grand river. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

GEORGE PREVOST. 
Earl Bathurst, &c~ &c. 

No. a2. 

From mojor.gen. Harriso" to the Amuica11 secretary at rear. 

SIR, Head-quarters, Detroit, Oct. 9th, 1813. 

In my letter from Sandwich of the 30th ultimo, I did myself 
the honor to inform you, that I was preparing to pursue the 
enemy the following day. From nrious causes, however, I 
was unable to pnt the troops in motion until the morning of 
the 22nd inst., and then to take \Vith me only about 1-10 of the 
regular troops-J ohnson's mounted regiment, and such of 
governor Selby's volunteers as were tit for a rapid march, the 
whole amounting to about 3500 men. To general M 'Arthur, 
(with about 7CO effectives,) the protecting of this place and 
the sick was committed; general Cass's brigade, and the corps 
of lieutenant-col. Ball were left at Sandwich, with orders to 
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follow me as soon as the men received their knapsacks and 
blankets, which had been left on an island in Lake Erie. 

The unaToidahle delay at Sandwich was attended with no dis. 

advantage to us. General Proctor had posted himself at 
Dalson's, on the right side of the Thame~, (or Trench,) 56 

miles from this place, which I was informed he intended to 
fortify, and wait to receive me. He must have believed, how
ever, that I had no disposition to follow him, or that he had 
secured my continuance here, by the reports that were cir

culated that the Indians would attack and destroy this place 
upon the advance of the army, as he neglected the breaking up 
the bridges until the night of the 2d instant. On that night 

our army reached the river, which is 25 miles from Sandwich, 

and is one of four streams crossing our route, over all of which 

are bridges; and they being deep and muddy, are rendered no
fordable for a considerable distance into the country. The 

bridge l1ere was found entire; and in the morning I proceeded 

with J ohnson's regiment to save, if possible, the •thers. At 
the second bridge, over a branch of the river Thames, we were 
fortunate enough to capture a lieutenant of dragoons and 11 
privates, who had been sent by general Proctor to destroy them. 
:From the prisoners, I ]earned that the third bridge was broken 

up, and that the enemy had no certain information of our ad

vance. The bridge having been imperfectly destroyed, was 

soon repaired, and the army encamped at Drake's Farm, four 

miles below Dalson's. 
The river Thames, along the banks of which our route lay, is 

a fine deep stream, navigable for vessels of a considerable 

burthen, after the passage of the bar at its mouth, over which 

there is six and a half feet water. 
The baggage of the army was brought from Detroit in boats, 

protected by three gun-boats, which commodore Perry had 

furnished for the purpose, as well as to cover the passage of 
the army over the Thames, or the mouths of its tributary 

streams; the bank being low and the country generally open 

( Priaries) as far as Da1son 's, these l'cssels ·were well calculated 
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for that purpose. Above Dal~on's, however, the character of 

the river and adjacent country is considerably changed. The 

former, though still deep, is very narrow, and its banks high 

and woody. The commodore and myself, .therefore, agreecl 

upon the propriety of leaving the boats under the guard of 150 

infantry; and I determined to trust to fortune and the bravery 

of my troops to effect the passage of the river. Below a place 

called Chatham, and four miles above Dalson's, is the third on

fordable branch of the Thames; the bridge over its mouth had 

been taken up by the Indians, as well as that at M'Gregor's 

Mills, one mile above. Several hundred of the Indians re

mained to dispute ou·r passage; and upon the arrival of the 

advanced guard, commenced a heavy fire from the opposite 

bank of the creek, as well as that of the river. Believing that the 

whole force of the enemy was there, I halted the army, formed 

in order of battle, and brought up our two 6-pounders to cover 

the party that were ordered to cover the bridge. A few shot 

from those pieces soon drove off the Indians, and enabled us in 

two hours to repair the bridge and cross the tre>ops. Colonel 

Johnson's mounted regiment, being upon the right of the army, 

had seized the remains of the bridge at the mills under a heavy 

fire from the Indians. Our loss upon this occasion was two 

killed, and three or four vrounded; that of the enemy was 

ascertained to be consideraby greater. A house near the bridge, 

containing a very considerable number of muskets ha{} been set 

on fire; but it was extinguished by our troops, and the arms 

~aved. At the first farm above the bridge, we found one of the 

enemy's vessels on fire, loaded with arms, ordnance, and other 

valuable stores; and learned that they were a few miles a-head of 

us, still on the right bank of the river, with a great body of In

dians. At Bowlcs' Farm, four miles from the bridge, we 

halted for the night, found two other vessels and a large dis. 

tillery filled with ordnance, and other valuable stores, to au 

immense amount, in flames; it \vas impossible to put out the 

fire; two 24-poundcrs, with their carriages, were taken, and 

a large (1uantity of ball and tihclls of various sizes. The army 
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was put in motion early on the morning of tl1e 5th. I pushed 
Oil in advance with the mounted regiment, and requested gover. 

nor Shelby to follow as expeditiously as possible with the in
fantry; the go,·ernor's zeal, and that of his men, enaLled them 

to keep up with the cavalry, and by 9 o'clock we were at 
Arnold's mills, having taken, in the course of the morning, two 
gun-boats and several batteaux, loaded "ith provisions and 
ammunition. 

A rapid stream of the river at Arnold's mills, affords the only 
fordiug to be met with fen a considerable distance; but upon 

examination, it was found too deep for the infantry. Having, 

howe\'er, fortunately taken two or three boats, and some In. 

dian canoes, on the spot, and obliging the horsemen to take a 
footman behind each, the whole were safely crossed by l'l 

o'clock. Eight miles from the crossing we passed a farm, 
where a part of the British troops had encamped the night be. 

fore, under the commaud of colonel \Varburton. The detach. 
mcnt with general .Proctor was stationed near to, and fronting, 
the Moravian town, four miles higher up. Being now certainly 
near the enemy, I directed the advance of J ohnson's regiment to 

accelerate their march for the purpose of procuring intelligence. 
The officer commanding it, in a short time, sent to inform me, 

that his progress was stopped by the enemy, who were formed 

llCross our line of march. One of the enemy's waggoners being 

also taken prisoner, from the information received from him, 

and my own observation, assisted by some of my officers, I soon 

ascertained enough of their position and order of battle, to 

determine that which it was proper for me to adopt. 
I have the honour herewith to enclose you my genera] order 

of the 27th ult. prescribing the order of march and of battle, 

when the whole of the army should act together. But as the 

number and description of the troovs had heen essentially 

changed, since the issuing of the order, it became necessary to 
make a corresponding alteration in their disposition. From 

the place where our army was la:,t halted, to the Moravian 

town a distance of about three miles and a half, the road ' . 



456 APPENDIX. 

passes through a beach forest without. any clearing, and for the 

Jirst two miles near to the river. At from 2 to 300 yards from 

the river, a swamp extends parallel to it, throughout the whole 

distance. The intermediate ground is dry, and although the 

trees are tolerably thick, it is in many places clear of under. 

brush. Across this strip of land, their left appuyed upon the 

river, supported by artillery placed in the wood, their right in 

the swamp, covered by the whole of their Indian force, the 
British troops were drawn up. 

The troops at my disposal consisted of about 120 regulars, 

of the 27th regiment, five brigades of Kentucky volunteer 

militia-infantry, under his excellency governor Shelby, averag. 

ing less than 500 men, and colonel J ohnson's regiment gf 

mounted infantry, making, in the whole, an aggregate some. 

thing above 3000, No disposition of an army opposed to an 

Indian force can be safe, unless it is secured on the flanks, and 

jn the rear. I had therefore no difficulty in arranging the 

jnfantry conformably to my general order of batile. General 

Trotter'~ brigade of 500 men formed the front line, his right 

upon the road, and his left upon the swamp. General King's 

brigade as a second line, 150 yards in the rear of Trotter's; 

and Child's brigade, as a corps of rc:.;erve, in the rear of it. 
These three brigades formed the command of major-general 

Henry; the whole of general Desha's division, consisting 

of two brigades, W!'!re forme~ e{' potence upon the left of 

'.J.'rotter. 
Whilst I was engagod in forming the infantry, J had directed 

colonel Johnson's regiment, which was still in front, to form 

in two lines opposite to that of the enemy; and upon the 

advance of the iufantry, to take ground to the left; and, form .. 

ing upon that fi<tnk, to cndcavor to turn the right of the Indians. 

A moment's reflectinn, however, condnced me, that from the 

t}lickness of the wood, and swampncss of the grou,nd, they 

would be unable to do any thing on horseback, and that there 

\V!lS no time to dismount them, and place their horses in seen,. 

fit¥; l therefore dc:termined to refu~e my lpft tQ tlw lnqi~n&, 
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and fo break the British line, at once, by a charge of the 
mounted infantry: the measure was not sanctioned by any 

thing that I had seen or heard of, but I was fully convinced 
that it would succeed. The American back-woodsmen ride 

better in the woods than any other people. A musket or rifle 

is no impediment, they being accustomed to carry them on horse
back from their earliest youth. I was persuaded, too, that the 
enemy would be quite unprepared for the shock, and that they 
could not resist it. Conformably to this idea, I directed the 
regiment to be drawn up in close column, with its right at the 

\ 

distance of 50 yards from the road, (that it might be in some 

measure protected by the trees from the artillery,) its left upon 

the swamp, and to charge at full speed as soon as the enemy 
delivered their fire. The few regular troops, under their 

colonel, (Paul,) occupied, in celumn of sections of four, the 
small space between the road and the river, for the purpose of 

seizing the enemy's artillery; and some 10 or 12 friendly 
Indians were directed to move under the bank. The crotchet 

formed by the front line and general Desha's division, was 
an important point. At that place the venerable governor of 
Kentucky was posted, who, at the age of 66, preserves all the 

vigor of youth, the ardent zeal which distinguishe~ him in the 
revolutionary war, and the undaunted bravery which he main

tained at' King's .Mountain. With my aide de camp the acting
assistant adjutant-general, captain Butler, my gallant friend 

commodore Perry, who did me the honor to serve as my 

volunteer airle de camp, and brigadier-general Cass, who having 
no command, tendered me his assistance, I placed myself at the 

head of the front line of infantry, to direct the movements of 

the cavalry, and to give them the necessary support. The 
army had moved on in this order but a short distance, when the 
mounted men received the fire of the British line, and were 

orJered to charge; the horses in the front of the column 

recoiled from the fire; another was given by the enemy, aml 
our column at length getting irHo motion, broke through the 

eQcmy with an irresi,tible force. In one minute the contest in 

. ; 
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front was OYer, the British officers s~ein{l ne-hopes of teduc:"" 
their disordered ranks t~ order, and our mounted men wheelin8 

upon them, and pouring in a destructive fire, immediately sur

rendered. It is certain that three only of our troops were 

wounded in the charge. Upon the left, h(~wever, the cont~t 

was more severe with the Indians. Colonel Johnson, who 

commanded on the flank of his regiment, received a most galling 

fire from them, which was returned with g1eat effect. The 
Indians atill further to the right advanced, and fell in with our 

frontlinc of infantry, near its junction with Desha's clivfsion, 

and for a moment made some impression on it. His excel

lency governor Shelby, however, brought up a regiment to its 

support, and the enemy received a severe fire in front, and a 

part of Johnson's regiment having gained their rear, they 

retreated with precipitation. Their loss was very considerable 

io the action, and many were killed in their retreat. 

I can give no satisfactory information of the number of 

]ndians that were in action ; but there must have been consi

dordlJly upwards of 1000. From the uocuments in my posses

sion, gcncral Proctor'-s official letters, (all of ~ bich were taken,) 

and from the information of respectable inhabitants of this 

territory, tho- Indians _kept in pay by the British were much 

more numerous than has been generally supposed. In a letter 

to general De Rottenburg, of the 27th ult. general Proctor 

speaks of having prevailed upon most of the Indians to aecom .. 

pany him. Of these it is certain that 50 or 60 "'Wyandot 

\varriors abandoned him.* 

The number of our troops was certainly greater than that of 

the enemy; but when it is recollected that thry had chosen a 

position, that effectually secured their flank, which it was 

impossible for us to turn, and that we could not present to 

them a line more extended than their own, it ~ill not be con-

• A Briti>h officer of high rank assured one of my aides de camp, that on 
the day of our landing, general Proctor bad at his disposal upwards of 5000 

Indian warriors, but asserted that the greater part bad left him prel·ious to 

tbe action. 
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idered arrogant to claim for my troops the palm of supcriol' 

braYery. 

(Here follows an encomium upon the officers generally. * ) 

l\Iajor Wood, of the engineers, alreaily distinguished at 

Fort-l\l"igs, attended the army with two 6-pouoders. Having 

no use for them in action, he joined in th6l pursuit of the enemy,_ 

and with major Payne, of the mounted regiment, two of my 

aides de camp, Todd and Chambers, and three privates, conti. 

nued it for several miles after the rest of the troops had halted , 

and made many prisoners. 

I left the arm y before an official return of the prisoners, o r 

that of the killed and wounded was made out. 1 t was, how · 

ever, ascertained that the former amounted to 601 regulars, 

including 25 officers. Our loss is 7 killed, and 22 wounded , 

5 of whom ha.e since dietl. Of the British troops, 12 were 

killed, and 22 wounded. The Indians suffered most, 33 of 

the:n having been found upon the ground, besit:les those killed 

on the retreat. 

On the day of the action, six piece!! of brass artillery were 

taken, ar.d two iron 24-pounders the day before. Several 

oth.ers were discovered in the river, and can be easily procured. 

Of the brass pieces, three are the trophies of our revolutionary 

war; th ey were taken at Saratoga and York, and surrendered 

by general Hull. The number of small arms taken Ly us and 

destroyed by the enemy, must amount to upwards of 50GO; 

most of them had been ours, and had been taken by the 

enemy at the surrender of Detroit, at the river Raisin, and 

colonel Dudley's defeat. I believe the enemy retain no other 

military trophy of their victories than the standard of the 4th 

regiment. They were not magnanimous enough to bring that 

of the 41st regiment into the field, or it would have been 

taken. 

You have been informed, sir, of the conduct of the troops under 

my command in action. It gives me gr.eat pleasure to inform 

* It is thus stated in the published account from which this was copied , 
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you, that they merit also the approbation of their country for 
their conduct, in submitting to the greatest printion with the 
utmost cheerfulness. 

The infantry '\vcre entirely without tents, and for senral 
'-ftays the whole army subsisted upon fresh lJeef, without either 

bread or salt. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

General John Armstrong, 
secretary of War. 

W. H. HARRISON. 

P. S. General Proctor escaped by the ft~etness of his 
horses, escorted by 40 dragoom, and a number of mounted 
Indians. ~ 
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No. 53. 
Lid If coNvicts confined in the same penitentiary at Frank.fort, Ken

lucky, t11ith the Hritish officers taken prism~ers 5th Od. 1813, with a 
llatement of lhcir crimes, and the punishment sente11ced them. 

NAMES. 

Samuel Moops, 
Gcorge Williarns, 
Daniel Caine, 
William Coleman, 
Newbury Man, 
John Cox, 
Preto Sharp, 
Samuel Bogan, 
Thomas Pegget, 
Samuel Danby, 
James :Moore, 
William Mitcbell, 
Samuel Smith, 
Willi.am Whiteside, 
James Loug, 
John Lee, 
John Rower, 
David Ferguson, 
Joseph Jones, 
William Taylor, 
James Hanson, 
William Hannoy, 
George Fieldie, 
Alexander White, 
Thomas Lofton, 
Daniel Dougherty, 
James Porter, 
William Harding, 
Ephraim Nowling, 
John Oder, 
Jehn Brown, 
Burgess Irvilil, 
Booth Sitrons, 
Levi Dunn, 
John M'Vey, 
John Kelly, 
Wm. H. Steer, 
John Allwright, 
.Jesse Burton, . 
Philip Jones, 

SENTENCES. 

CRIMEs. Years. 
A rape on a child, (castrated himself,) 17 
A rape, 10 
A rape and murder, 6 
Murder, (called manslaughter,) 7 
Ditto ditto, 6 
Ditto ditto, 5 
Ditto ditto, 5 
Ditto, (shooting his wife), 4 
Ditto, 3f 
Ditto, 3i 
Forgery, 4 
Ditto and coining, 4 
Ditto, 4 
Diito, 2 
Ditto, 
House-breaking and robbery , 
Ditto, 
Stealing 3 negroes and 3 horses, 
Dilto 1 ditto dit to, 
Ditto I ditto ditto, 
Ditto 1 ditto ditto, 
Ditto 1 negress, 
Horse-stealing, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto; 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
DittCil, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Stealing a bolt of cloth, 
Stealing clothes which were made up, 
Stealing a saddle, 
Stealing- a beef akia1 

2 
2 
2 

4£ 
2b. 
2i 
6 

2 
6 

10 
4{ 
4f 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

3 

i 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
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No. 54. 

From sir George Prevost to earl Bathurst. 

Head-quarters, Montreal, Oct. 30, 1813. 
Mv LoRo, 

On the 8th instant~ I had the hooor to report to your lord
~ l1ip that major-general Hampton had occupied, with a cosidcr

aole force of regulars and militia, a position on the Chateau

guay river, near the settlement o( the Four Corners. Early 

on the 2Jst the American army crossed the line of separation 

between Lower Canada and the United States, surprised a 

small party of Indian warriors, and drove in a piquet of 

sedentary militia, posted at the junction of the Outard and 

Chateauguay rivers, where it encamped, and proceeded in estab

lishing a road of communication with its last position, for the 

purpose of bringing forward its artillery. 1\lajor-general 
Hampton, having completed his arrangements on the 24th, 

commenced, on the following day, his operations against my 

advanced posts: at about 11 o'clock in the forenoon of the 

26th, his cavalry and light troops were discovered advancing on 

both banks of the Chateauguay, by a detachment covering a 

W9rking party of habitcms employed in felling timber, for the 

purpose of constructing abattis. Lieutenant-colonel De Salu

berry who had the command of the advanced piquets, corn

posed of the light infantry company of the Canadian fencibles, 

and two companit;>s of voltigeurs, on the north side of the river, 

made so excellent a disposition of his little band, that he checked 

the advance of the enemy's principal column, led by major

general Hampton in person, and accompanied by brigadier-gene

ral lzard; whilst the American light bri_;adc, under colonel 

M'Carty, was in like manner repulsed in its progress on the 

south side of the river, by the spirited advance of the right 

flank-company of the third battalion of the embodied militia, 

under captain Daly, supported by captain Bruyers' company 
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of Chateauguay chasseurs; captains Daly and Bruyers bein g 

both wounded, and their companies having sustained some loss, 

their position was immediately taken up by a flank-compan y of 

the first battalion of embodied militia; the enemy rallied and 

repeatedly returned to the attack, which terminated only with 

the day, in his complete disgrace and defeat; being foil ed at 

all points by a handful of men, who by their determined 

bravery maintained their position, and screened from insult the 

working parties, who continued their labours unconcerned. 

Having fortunately arrived at the scene of action shortlyafter 

its commencement, I witnessed the conduct of the troops on this 

glorious occasion, and it was a great satisfaction to me to 

render on the spot that praise which had become so justly their 

dne. I thanked major-general De W attevillc for the wise 

measures taken by him for the defence of his position, the 

advance, and lieutenant-colonel De Saluberry, for the judgment 

displayed by him in the choice of his ground, and the bravery 

and skill with which he maintained it; I acknowledged the 

highest praise to belong to the officers and men engaged thatmorn

ing, for their gallantry and steadiness, aud I called upon all the 
troops in advance, as well fo r a continuance of that zsal, steadi

ness, and discipline, as for that patient endurance of hardship~ 

and privations which th ey have hitherto evinced; and I par

ticularly noticed the able support lieutenant-colonel De Salu

bcrry received from captain Fcrgusson, in command of the 

light company of the Canadian fencibl es, and from captain 

J. B. Duchesnay and captain J. Du chcsnay, and adjutant Heb

cler, of the voltigeurs, and also from adjutant 0 'S ullivan, of 

the sedentary militia, and from captain L a Motte, helonging to 

the Indian warriors. Almost the whole of the British troops 

being pushed forward for the defence of Upper Canada, that · 

or the lower province must depend, in a great degree, on the 

valor and continued exertions of its incorporated battalions 

and its ~edentary militia, until the 70th regiment and the two 

battalions of marines, daily expected, arrive. It is , therefore, 

l1ighly satisfactory to state to your lord&hi p, that -there apprars 
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a determination among all clas5es of his majesty's Canadian 

subjects, to persevere in a loyal and honorable line of conduct. 
By the report of prisoners taken from the enemy in the affair 

on the Chateauguay, the American force is stated at 7000 
infantry, and 200 cavalry, with 10 field-pieces. The British 
advanced force, actually engaged, rlid not exceed 300. The 

enemy suffered severely from our fire, and from their own ; 
&ome detached corps in the woods fired upon each other. 

I have the honor to transmit to your lordship, a return of the 
killed and wounded on the 26th. I avail myself of this oppor
tunity humbly to solicit from his royal highness the prince 
regent, as a mark of his gracious approbation of the conduct o£ 
the embodied battalion of the Canadian militia, five pairs of 
colours for the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th battalions. 

I have the hooor to be, &c. 

G EORG E PREVOST. 

Return of killed, wounded, and miasing, of his majesty's 
forces, in the action with the enemy, in advance of Chateau
guay, on the 26th Oct. 1813. 

Canadian fencible infantry, light company ;-3 rank and 
tile, killed; 1 serjeant, 3 rank and file, wounded. 

Sd battalion embodied militia, flank-company ;-2 rank and 
file, killed; 1 captain, 6 rank and file, wounded ; 4 rank and 
file, missing. 

Chateauguay Chasseurs ;-1 captain, wounded. 

Total ;-5 rank and file, killed; ~ captains, 1 serjeant, 
13 rank and file, wounded; 4 rank and file-, missing. 

Names of officers wounded. 

3d battalion embodied militia ;-C~tptain Daly, twice wound

ed, se\'ercly. 

Chateauguay chasseurs ;-Captain 13ruyers, slightly. 
EDW ARD BA YNES, adjutant-general. 

Right Hon. earl Bathurst, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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From lieutenant-colonel 1\lorrison to major-general 
De Rottenburg. 

465 

\Villiamsburg, Upper Canada, Nov. 11, 1813. 
S1a, 

I have the honor to inclose a copy of the agreement entered 
into by captain J\lulcaster, of the royal navy, and myself, with 
two of the principal inhabitants of Hamilton, in the state of 
New York. Having understood, when passing that place, that 
public property was deposited there, and being informed by 
lieutenant-colonel Pearson, that his excellency the commander 
of the forces had directed a small force to act against that 
Tillage, we considered it our duty, as '"e possess::d the means, 
to fulfil the intentions of his excellency; but not having suffi
cient conveyance, or time, to bring the property away, and as 
it appeared that it principally belcmgcd to merchants at Kings
ton, we deemed the inclosed terms lrest to propose. I also 
inclose herewith a copy of major-ge!)eral Wilkinson's pro

clamation. 
J. ·w. MORRISON, lieut.-colonel, 

89th, commanding corps of observation. 

Major-general De Rottcnburg. 

~,.,..,,.,.,,.,,,.,,,. 

No. 56. 

American agree,aent to deliver up captured propert,y. 

\Ve do hereby promise, on our respective words and honor, 
to deliver on the opposite side of the river, at the house of 
J a cob Wager, if a flag should be permitted to land, all the 
J>U hlic property of the United States, if any should be fou nd 

VOL. J . .H H 
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bore; also all property belonging to his Britannic majesty's 

government, and the individuals thereof, now deposited in the 

house of Charles Ricbards. It being expressly understood that 

the property and persons of the inhabitants of the village have 

been spared in consideration of the preceeding arrangement. 

And we do hereby further pledge our honors, that the boats 

11hall also be delivered, which belong either to the government 
of the United States, or to his Britannic majesty's government. 

And we do further admit, that on the non-compliance with 

these conditions, the village be subject to be destroyed. 
DAVID A. OGDEN. 
ALEX. RICHARDS. 
W. H. MULCASTER, 

Captain royal navy, commanding flotilla. 

J. \V. MORRISON, 
Lieut.-colonel, 89th regt. commanding 

corps of observation. 

IJamiltc~m, Nov. 10, 1813. 

,.,.,..,,,,,,,,,., 

No. 57. 

Pr·oclt~mation of J ames JVilkins.on, major-general ancl com
mander-in-chief of an expedition against the Canadas, to . 
the inhabitants thereof. 

The army of the United States, which I have the honor to 

command, invaded this pro~in.ce to conquer, and not to destroy, 

to subdue the forces of his Britannic majesty, not to war against 

his unoffending subjects. Those, therefore, among you who 

remain quiet at home, should victory incline to the American 

standard, shall be protected in their persons and property; but 

those who are found in arms must necessarily be treated as 

a...owed enemies. To menace is unmanly-to seduce dishonor

able-yct it is jnst and humane to place these alternatives be· 
foro you. 
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Done at the head. quarters of the army of the U oited States . ' thts 6th day of November, 1813, near Ogdensburg, on the 
river St. Lawrence. 

JAS. WILKINSON. 
By the general's command, W. Pinkney, 

major and aide de camp . 

.,,,.,.,,,.,,,,,..,,.,. 

No. 58. 

From lieutenant-colonel .Morrison to major-general 

De Rottenburg. 

Chrystler's, Williamsburg, Upper Canada, 

SIR, Nov. 12, Hll3. 

I have the heartfelt gratification to report the brilliant and 

"'"allant conduct of the detachment from the centre-division of 

the army, as yesterday dispiayed in repulsing and defeating a 

dirision of the enemy's force, consisting of two brigades of 

infantry and a regiment of cavalry, amounting to between 3 and 

4000 men, who moved forward, about two o'clock in the after. 

noon, from Chrystler's-point, and attacked our advance, which 

gradually fell back to the position selected for the detachment 

to occupy; the right resting on the river, and the left on a 

pine-wood, exhibiting a front of about 700 yards. The ground 

being open, the troops were thus disposed: the flank compa

nies of the 49th regiment, the detachment of the Canadian 

fencibles, with one field- piece, under lieu tenant-colonel Pearson, 

on the right, a little advanced on the road; three companies of 

the 89th regiment, under captain Barnes, with a gun, formed 

in ecbellon, with the advance on its left supporting it. The 

49th and 89th, thrown R10re to the rear, with a gun, formed the 

main body and reserve, extending to the woods on the left, 

which were occupied by the voltigeurs, under major Herriot, 

and the Indians under lieutenant Anderson. At about half 

past two the action became general, when the enemy endca. 
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vourcd, by moving forward a. brigade from his right, to turn 

our left, but was repulsed by the 89th, forming en potence 
with the 49th, and both corps moving forward, occasionally 

firing by platoons. His efforts were next directed against oqr 

right, and to repulse this movement the 49th took ground in 
that direction in echellon, followed by the 89th; when within 

half-musket-shot the line was formed, under a heavy but irre
gular fire from the enemy. The 49th was then directed to 
c:harge the gun posted opposite to ours ; but it became neces

s;uy, when within a short distance of it, to check the forward 
movement, in consequence of a charge from their cav~ry on 

the right, lest they should wheel about, and fall upon their 

rear; but they were received in so gallant a manner by the 

companies of the S!Jt}), under captain Barnes, arid the well. 
directed fire of the ct.rtillery, that they quickly retreated, and 

by an immediate charge from those tompanies one gun was 

gained. The enemy immediately concentrated their force to 

check our advance, but such was the steady countenance, and 
well-directed fire of the troops and artillery, that at about half 

past four they gave way at all points from an exceeding strong 
position, endeavouring by their light infantry to cover their 

retreat, who were soon driven away by a judicious movement 

made by lieutenant.colanel Pearson. The detachment for the 

night occupied the ground from which the enemy had been 
driven, and are now moving in pursuit. 

I regret to find our loss in killed and ''"onnded has been so 
considerable; but trust a most essential scnice has been rendered 

to the country, as the whole of the enemy's infantry, after the 
action, prl'cipitately retired to their own shores. It is 110\V my 
grateful duty to point out to your honor the benefit the service 
has received from the ability, judgment, and active exertions of 

lieutenant colonel Harvey, the deputy-adjutant-general, fur 

15paring whom to accompany the detachment, I most again 
publicly express my ackno,\·Iedgments. To the cordial co-ope
ration and exertions of lieutenant-colonel Pearson, commanding 

the deta~hment from Prcscott, lieutenant-colonel Plcnderleath2 
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of the 49th, major Clitford, of the 89th, major Hcrriott, of 

the voltigeurs, and captain Jackson, of the royal artiiJery, 

combined with the gallantry of the troops, our great success 

may be attributed. Every man did his duty 1 and I believe I 
cannot more strongly speak their merits than in mentioning, 

that our small force did not exceed 800rank and file·. To cap

tains D:~vis and Skinner, of the quarter-master-general's depart

ment, I am under the greatest obligations for the assistance I 
have received from them; their zeal and activity has bee)l 

unremitting. Lieutenant Hagerman, of the militia, has aho, for 

his services, deserved my public acknowledgements, as has also 

lieutenant A nderson, of the Indian department. As the pri

soners are hourly bringing in, I am unable to furnish your 

honor with a correct return of them, . but upwards of 100 are 

in our possession ; neither of the ordnance stores taken, as 

the whole have not yet been collected. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. w. MORRISON, 

licut .• col. 89th, commanding 
corps of observation, 

To major-general de Rottenburg, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing. 

Royal artillery ;-2 rank and file, wounded. 

Royal arti~lery drivers ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 

tllJthjoolj-1 captain, 1 drummer, 5 rank and file, killed; 

5 subalterns, 3 serjeants, 34 rank and file, wounded. 

89th foot ;-1 drummer, 4 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 

) subaltern, 3 serjeants, 57 rank and file, wounded. 

49th foot, flank company j-2 rank and file, killed; 1 sub

altern, ll rank and file, wounded ; 6 rank and file, missing. 

Canadian fencibles ;-4 rank. and file, killed; 2 subalterns, 

14 rank and file, wounded. 

Canadian voltigeurs ;-4 rank and file, killed; 9 rank an d 

file , wounded; 3 rank and file, missing. 

Nilitiu artillery }·-1 raQk. and file, wounded. 
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Militia dragoons ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 

Indians ;-1 warrior, wounded ; 3 warriors, missing. 

Total-1 captain, ~drummers, 19 rank and file, kiiJed; I 

captain, Q subalterns, 6 serjeants, 131 rank and file, wounded; 

12 rank and file, missing. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

fGlled ;-49th foot ;-Captain N airne. 
T.Younded ;-49th foot ;-Lieutenant J ones, dangerously; 

lieutenant Bartley, severely, not dangerously; lieutenant 

Claus, left leg amputated; lieutenant Morton, severely, not 

dangerously; lien tenant Richmond, slightly. 

89th foot ;-Captain llrowne, severely, not dangerously; 

e-nsign Leaden, slightly. 
49th foot :-Flank company ;-Lieutenant Holland, severely. 

Canadian jencibles ;-I~icutenant Delorimiere, uangerously, 

since dead; ensign ATIUstrong, dangerously. 

No. 59. 

From major-general Wilkinson to the American secretary at 

war. 

Head-quarters, French ~Iills, adjoining the 
province of Lower Canada, 

Su, 16th November, 1813. 

I beg leave to refer you to the journal which accompanies 

this letta, for the particulars of the movements of the corps 

under my command, down to the St. Lawrence, and will endea

'Vour to exert my enfeebled mind to detail to you the more 

striking and important incidents "hich have ensued since my 

departure from Grenadier island, at the foot of Lake-Outario, 
on the 3d instant. 

The corps of the enemy which followed me from Kingston, 

being on my rear, and in concert with a heavy galley and a fc,v 

gun-boats, seemed determined tp retard my progress. I was 
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tempted to halt, turn about, and put an end to his teazing: 

but alas! I was confined to my bed. Major-general l .. ewis 

was too ill for any active exertions; and above all, I did not 

dare to suffer myself to be diverted a single day from the prose· 

cntion of the views of government. I had written major

general Hampton on the 6th instant, hy adjutant-general. 
colonel King, and had ordered him to form a ju nc tion with me 

on the St. Lawrence, whi ch I expected would take place on the 

9th or lOth. It would have been unpardon able, had I lost sight 

of this object an instant. I deem ed it of vital importance to the 
issue of the campaign. 

The enemy deserve credit for their zeal and intelligence, · 

which the active universal hostility of the male inhabitants of the 

country enabled them to employ to the greatt·st advantage. 

Thus, while menaced by a respectable force in the rear, the 

coast was lined with musketry in front, and at every critical 

pass of the river, which obliged me to march a detachment, 
and this impeded my progress. 

On the evening of the 9th, the army 11alted a few miles 

from the head of Longue Saut. On the morning of the lOth, 

the enclosed onler was issued. General Browne marched, '

agreeably to oruer, and at noon we were apprised, by the 

reports of ltis artillery, that he was engaged some distance 

below us. At the same time the enemy were observed in our rear, 

and their galley anu gun-boats approached our flotilla, and 

opened a fire upon us, which obliged me to order a battery of 

18-pounders to be planted, anu a shot from it compelled the 

enemy's vc11sels to retire, together with their troops, after some 

tiring between the advanced parties. By this time, in conse

queuce of his disembarking and re-embarking the heavy guns, 

the day was so far spent, that oor pilots did uot dare to enter 

the Saut, (eight miles a continued rapid,) and therefore we fell 

down about two miles, and came to anchor for the night. 

Early the next morning every thing was in readiness for 

motion, but having received no intelligence from general 

Bro wn , l was ~till delayed, as sound precaution requirrd I 
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should learn the result of his affair, before I committed the 
flotilla to the Saut. 

At half past 10, A. M. an officer of dragoons arrived with a 
letter, in which the general informed uie he had forced the 
enemy, and would reach the foot of the Saut early in the day. 
Orders were immediately given for the flotilla to sail, at which 
in~tant the enemy's gun-boats appeared, and began to throw 
sh~t among us. Information was at the same time brought me 
from brigadier-general Boyd, that the enemy's troops were 
advancing in column. I immediately gave orders to him to 
attack them. This report was soon contradicted. Their gun
boats, however, continued to scratch us, and a variety of 
reports of their movements and counter-movements were 
brought me in succession, which convinced me of their determi
nation to hazard an attack, when it could be done to the greatest 
advantage; and I therefore resolved to anticipate them. Direc. 
tions were accordingly sent by that distingui~;hed officer colonel 
Swift, of the engineers, to brigadier. general Boyd, to throw 
down the detachments of his command, assigned to him in the 
order of the preceding day, and composed of men of his O\\ n, 
Covington's, and Swartwout's brigades, into three columus, to 
march upon the enemy, outflank them if possible, and take 
t.heir artillery. 

The action soon after commenced with the advanced body of 
the enemy, and became extreemely sharp and galling; and 
lasted, with occasional pauses, not sustained with great Yivacity, 
in open space, and fair combat, for upwards of two hours and 
a half, the adverse lines alternately yielding and advancing. It 
i~ impossible to say with accuracy what was our number on the 
field, because it consisted of indefinite detachments, taken from 
the boats, to renuer safe the passage of the Saut. 

General Covington and Swartwout voluntarily took part of 
the action, at the head of the detachments from their respecti\·e 
brigad~s, and exhibited the same courage that was displayed by 
brigadier-general Boyd, who happened to be the senior officer 
on the ground. Our force engaged might have reached 16 or 
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1700 men, but actually did not exceed 1800. That of the 

enemy \vas estimated from 1200 to '.WOO, but did not probably 

amount to more than 1500 or 1600; ronsistin~, a~ I am in

formed, of detachments from the 49th, 84th, and 104th regi

ments of the line, with three companies of the Voltigeur and 

Glengarry corps, and the militia of the country, who are not 

included in the estimate. 

It would be presumptuous in- me to attempt to give you a. 

detailed account of this affair, which certainly reflects high 

honor on the valor of the American soldiers, as no example 

can be produced of undisciplined men with inexperienced 

officers, of braving a fire of two hours and a half, without 

quitting the field; or yielding to their antagonists. But, Sir, 

the information I now give }'OU is derived from officers in my 

confidence, who took active parts in the conflict; for, although 

I was enabled to order the attack, it was my hard fortune not to 

be able to !earl the troops I commanded. 

The disease with which I was assailed on the 2d of Septem

ber, on my journey to Fort-George, having, with a few short 

intervals of convalescence, preyed on me ever since; and at 

the moment of this action I was confined to my bed, unable to 

sit on a horse, and to move ten paces without assistance. I 

must, however, be pardoned for trespassing on your time a 

few remarks in relation to this affair. The objects of the 

British and the American commanders were precisely opposed, 

the first being bound by the instructions of his government, and 

the most solemn obligations of duty, to precipitate his descent 

of the St. Lawrence by every practicable means, because this 

being effected, one of the greatest difficulties opposed to the 

American army would be surmounted; and the former, by 

duties eqtJally imperious, to retard it, and if possible to prevent 

such a descent. He is to be accounted victorious who effected 

this purpose. The British commander having failed to gain 

either of the objects, can lay no claims to the honors of the 

day. TA.e battle fluctuated, and the victory seemed at different 

times inclined to the contending corps. The front of the 

VOL. J. I I 
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enemy was at 6rst forcecl back more than a mile, and thougb 
they never regained the ground they lost, their stand was per
manent, and their charges resolute. Amidst these charges, and 
near the closP- of the contest, we lost a field-piece by the fall 
of the officer who was serving it with the same coolness as if he 
had been at parade, or at a review. This was lieutenant Smith, 
of the light artiilery, who in point of merit stood conspicuous. 
The enemy having halted, and our troops having again formed 
in battalia, front to front, and the fire having ceased on both 
sides, we resumed our position on the bank of the river, and 
the infantry being much fatigued, the whole were re-embarked, 
and proceeded down the river without further annoyance from 
the enemy or their gun-boats, while the dragoons with fi,·e 
pieces of light artille ry marched down the Canada shote 
without molestation. 

It is due to his rank, merit, and services, that I slwuld make 
particular mention of brigadier-general Covington, who received 
a morta I wound directly through his body, while animating his 
men, and leading them to the charge. He fell where he fought, 
at the head of his men, and survived but two days. 

The next day the flotilla passed through the Sa ut, and joined 
that excellent officer, brigadier-gen. Brown, at Barnhart's, near 
Cornwall, where he had betm instructed to take post and wai~ 
my arrival, and where I Ronfidently expected to hear of major-:
general Hampton's arrival on the opposite shore. 

But immediately aftn I had halted, col. AtkiDsoo, in~pcco:tor
general of the division under major-general Hampton, waited 
on me with a letter from that officer, in which, to my unspeakable 
mortifiGation and surprize, he declined the junction ordered, 
-and informed me he was marching to J.,ake-Champlain, 
by way of co:operation in the proposed attack upon .Mon
treal. This letter, together with a copy of that to which it is in 
answer, were immediately submitted to a council of war, com
-posed of many general officers, and the colonel commanding the 
elite, the chief engineer, and adjutant~general, who immediately 
gave it as their opinion, that the attack on the Montreal should 
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be abandoned for the present season, and the army near Corn

wall be immediately crossed to the Am erican shore, for taking 

up winter quarters, and that this place afforded an eligible posi. 

tion for such quarters. I acqnicfced in this opinion, not from 

the shortness of the stock of provisions, (which had been re

duced by the acts of God), because our meat had heen in

creased fhe days, and our bread had been reduced only two 

days; and because we c~uld, in case of extremity, have lived 

on the enemy, bnt because the loss of the division under major

general Hampton weakened my force too sensibly to justify the 

"ttempt. 

In all my measures and movements of consequence I have 

taken the opinion of my general officers, which have been 

accordant with my own. 

I remained on the Canadian shore till the next day, without 

!ceing or hearing from the powerful force of the enemy in our 

neighbourhood, and the same day reached this position with 

the artillery and infantry. 
The dragoons have been ordered to Utica and its vicinity, 

and I expect are 50 or 60 miles on the march. Y on have, under 

cover, a summary abstract of the killed and wounded in the 

affair of the 11th instant, which will soon be foilowed by a 

particular return; in which, a :first regard will be paid to indi

vidual merit. The dead rest in honor, and the wounded 

bleed for their country, and deserve its gratitude. ·with respect, 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

JAS. WILKINSON. 

Here follows a statement of the killed and wounded;-. 

Killed, 102.-Wounded, 237. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, &c. &c. &c. 
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No. 60. 

From general 1Vilkinson to the American secretary at war. 

Sut, Head-quarters, French Mills, Nov. 18, 1813. 
I beg this may be considered as an appendage to my official 

communication respecting the action of the 11th instant. 
I last evening received the enclosed information, the result 

of the examination of sundry prisoners taken on the field of 
battle, which justifies the opinion of the general officers who 
were in the engagflment. This goes to prove, that although the 
imperious obligations of duty did not afJow me sufficient time 
to rout the enemy, they were beaten ; the accidental loss of 
one field~picce notwithstanding, after it had been discharged 15 

or 20 times. . I have :::.I so learned, from what has been considered 
good authority, but I will not vouch for the correctness of it, 
that the enemy's loss exceeded 500 killed and wounded. 

The enclosed report will correct an error in my former 
communication, as it appears it was the 89th, and not the 84th, 
British regiment, which was engaged on the 11th. I beg leave 
to mention, in the action of the 11th, what, from my severe in
disposition, I have omitted. 

Having receiYed information, late in the d1y, that the con
test had become somewhat dubious, I ordered up a reserve of 
600 men, whom I had ordered to stand by their arms, under 
lieutenant-col. U pham, who gallantly led them into action, 
which terminated a few minutes after their arrival on the 
ground. ·with great consideration and respect, I have the 
honor to be, &c. JAl\IES 'YILKINSO.N. 
Hon. John Armstrong, seeretary at war. 

Here follows a statement of the strength of the British 

forces, engaged in action of the 11th of Nov.-1800 regulars, 
300 militia, 40 Indians.-Total, 2170 ; upwards of 150Q 

more than they were. 

END OF YOL. I. 

1', in lul by Joyce Gold, 10:1, Sfloe-fane, L o111./un . 
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