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l\IILITARY OCCURRENCES, 

CHAPTER XI. 

.British force on tit~ Niagm·a in October, 1813-
.A /tack upon tile piquets--E Jfects of the surrende'f 
of the rig/it division-Major-general Vincent's 
retreat to Burlington- His orders from the 
commander-in-chiif to retire upon Kingston
Fm·tunate contravention of tltose orders-General 
Harrison's arrival at, and departure from Fort
Gem·ge.- Association of some Upper Canada 
militia after being disembodied-Their gallant 
attack upon, and capture of, a band of plunder
ing traitors-General M'Clure's shameful con
duct towa'rds tlze Canadian inlwbitants-Colonel 
MwTay's gallant behaviour-Its effect upon 
genaul M'Clure-A Canadian winter-l'light
conjlagration of Newark by the Americans
M•Ch.u·e's abandonment of Fm·t-George, and 
flight across the river-Arrival of lieutenant-
general Drummond-Assault upon, and cap?ure 
of Fm·t.Niagara- Canadian prisoners found 
there- Retaliatory destruction of Lewistown, 
VOL. IJ, B 



'2 1\IILITART OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

Youngstown,M ancltester, and Tuscarora-Attack 
upon Buffaloe and Black Rork, and destruction 

of· those villages-American resentment against 

general },1' Clure-Remarks upon the campaign ; 

also upon the burning of Newarlc, and tlte 

measuus pursued in retaliation. 

HAVING brought the campaign of 1813 to a 
close upon the northern, and north-western, 
Canadian frontiers, the operations along both 
shores of the N iagara come, next, to be detailed. 

Major-general Vincent, who again commanded, 
in the absence of general De Rottenburg, the 
centre-division, had received, since the middle 
of Septem_ber, a reinforcement of the lOOth 

regiment; in order to counter-balance the 
reduction his for~e would sustain in the 

departure of the 49th and 104th regiments, 
already noticed.• The general's head-quarters 
were at the Cross Roads; and the piquets of his 
advanced corps, which was commanded by colonel 
Murray, occasionally showed themselves in the 

town of Newa1·k. From the American accounts 
only we learn, that, on the 6th of October "about 

. ' 
500 militia-volunteers and about 150 Indians , 
commanded by colonel Chapin," attacked the 

piquet.guard of the British ; and, '' after an 
hour and a ~~If's hard-fighting," dro\'e it upon 

the main-body; when" the whole British cu·m)·, 

• See Vol. I. p. 261. 
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consisting of 1100 men, with the great general 
Vincent, at their head. fled into the woods.'' 
The British are declared to ba,·e sustained a 
loss of 32 in killed only, and the Americans of 
four killed and wounded. • This is the way the 
H Jiterary gentlemen" of the United States 
contrive to fill their " histories." Colonel, or 
doctor Cbapin (for he professes, and is equally 
mischievous in, both characters) had lately 
escaped from the British, t and, for that exploit, 
been promoted; probably by the secretary at war 
himself, as he was known to have been in the 
neighbourhood of the Niagara, while the· Mont
real expedition was preparing. 

On the 9th of October intelligence of the 
disaster that had befallen the right division, 
reached the head-quarters of the centre-di,,ision; 
and caused general Vincent, after destroying 
considerable quantities of stores, provisions, 
and Indian goods, to retreat, with his troops, 
towards Burlington Heights: where colonel 
Proctor joined him with the small remnant of 
his division. As soon as general Vincent and 
his troops had got well on their way to 
Burlington, major-general l\'1 'Clure, ""·ith tne 
whole of his force, numbering 2700 men, be
~ides Indians, marched a few miles along the 
road, and back. This was not without an 
object; for we were afterwards toJd, that 

• Hist. of the War, p. 158. t Sec Vol. I. P· 218. 
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4 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

" general M'Clure, with the New York mili~ia, 
~olunteers, . and Indians, succeeded in driving 
the British . a~my from the vicinity of Fort
G.eo.rge, and pursued them as far as the Twelve
mile Creek."* 
·.· Major-general Proctor's discomfiture reached 
the head quarters of the comm.ander in chief 
about the middle of October· and orders were . ' 
instantly forwarded to majm·-general Vincent, 
directing him to commence upon his retreat 
~·ithout delay, ~nd- to evacuate all the British 
posts beyond Kingston. Some delay did for .. 
tunately take place, owing chiefly to counter-

-<>rders, not from head-quarters; and a council 
qf war, summoned at Burlington Heights, eame 
to the noble resolution of not moving a step 
io the rear, in the present conjuncture of affairs 
on the peninsula. Fatal, indeed, would have 
been the retreat. There was still a consider
able number of sick, both at Burlington 
H.eights and at York; and, considering the 
season of the year, and the stette of the roads, 
the whole of them must have been left to the 
protection of the enemy. 1\'or, for the same 
reason, could the ordnance, ordnance-stores 

- ' 
baggage, and provisions, have followed the 
army; and yet the garrison of KingstQn, upon 
which place the troops were directed to retire 

i . - ' 
had, at this time, scarcely a week's proYision in 

t~:- lli~tory of the 'V ar, p. 158. 
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store. This abandonment of territory so soon 
following· up the affair at the Moravi~n ·village, 
what would the Indians have thought of us?
In sh<>rt, it will not bear reflection. 

Towards the end of October, among other 
sacrifices caused by the dread of general 
Harrison·'s zeal and promptitude, two companies 
of the lOOth regiment, which had been stationed 
at Charlotteville, in the London district of 
rpper Canada, ·were ordered to m·acuate that 
post, and join the main hody of the centre.
division of the army at Burlington, distant 60 
miles. Orders were at the same time issued, to 
disembody and disarm the militia. The officer 
who had this duty to perform, having asc~rtained 
that a large body of traitors and Americans had 
been pluudering the houses of the inhabitants, 
while the latter were away in the service of their 
country, left a supply of arms and amml)nition 
with some of the militia officers and privates. 
These, in number 45, immediately formed them
sehes into an association; and marched, with lieu
tenant-colonel .Bostwick, of the Oxford militia, 
at their head, against the marauders; whom 
they fortunately fell in with on the Lake Erie 
shore, about nine miles from Dover. An engage
ment ensued; in which several of the gang were 
killed and wounded, and 18 taken prisoners. 
These 18 were afterwards tried at Ancaster for 
high treason; and . all, except three, convicted . 
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Eight of the 15, so convicted, underwent the 
})enalty of the law. The remaining seven were 
respited, to await the prince regent's final deci
£ion; and have since been transported. How 
highly, and yet how justly, this well-planned 
and w~Jl-executed enterprise was appreciated by 
th~ president of Upper Canada, will be seen in 
the general orders which he caused to be issued 
upon the occasion.* 

About the 1st of November general Harrison 
arrived at Fort-George, with about 1700 of 
his troops; who, agreeably to Mr. Secretary 
Arrnstrong's orders, were immediately quar
tered UIJon the inhabitants of Newark. In the 
course of November, both general Harrison 
and colonel Scott, ll'ith their respective corps, 
embarked on board commodore Chauncey'., 
fleet for Sackett's Harbor; leaving general 

· M'Clure, with his 2700 militia, and a few 
regular troops, in charge of Fort-George. 
General M'Clut·e, now having the entire com
mand to himself, and being disappointed, 
notwithstanding all the intrigues of his friend 
Wilcocks, in his endeavours " to secure the 
friendship and co-operation of the inhabitants " 

' began sending the most obstinate of the latter 
across to the American side, and then set about 
pillaging and destroying the farm-houses and 
barns in the neighbourhood of Fort-George. 

• App. No. 1. 
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These atrocities were represented to majot•
general Vincent, and he was strongly urged to 
allow a small regular and Indian force to ·be 
marched ·against general M'Clure. .Colonel 
~I u.-ray finally gained his point; and, taking 
lvith him 379 rank and file of the lOOth regi
ment, about 20 volunteers, and 70 of the western 
Indians, led by colonel Elliot, moved forward ·on 
the road towards the Forty-mile Creek; beyond 
which point he had been ordered not to proceed. 
The advance of this small detachment soon 
reached the ears of general M'Clure, who had 
taken post at the Twenty-mile Creek, and who 
now retreated, in haste, to a position somewhat 
nearer to Fort-Georg·e. Colonel Murray obtained 
fresh permission to extend his march to the 
Twenty-mile Creek, and subsequently to the 
Twelve-mile Creek. These movements had 
driven the American general and his men. to 
Fort-George ; and then commenced a scene of 
devastation and horror, of which no adequate 
idea can be foQlled, except by such as had the 
misery to be spectators. How, then, shall. we 
hope to succeed in describing it ? 

The winter of 1813, according to general 
Wilkinson, set in earlier than usual. Lam~rt, 

in his account of the climate of Lower Canada, 
says that Fa,hrenheit's thermometer is sometimes 
36 degrees below 0, and that the mean of the 
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cold in winter is about 0. • The climate of 
Upper, is certainly not quite so rigorous as that 
of Lower Canada; but yet the mildest winter of 
th~ former, bears no comparison whatever to the 
5e¥erest winter of th-is country. For several days 
previous to the lOth of December, the weather 
in- Upper Canada had been unusually severe, 
and a deep snow lay on the ground. Towards 
night-faH on that day, general M'Clure gave, 
about half an hour's notice to the inhabitants of 

' 
Newark~ that he should burn down thtir village. 
)few of the poor people believed that the wretch 
was in earnest. Soon, howe,'er, came round the 
m~rciless firemen. Out of the 150 houses of 
which Newark had consisted, 149 were leveJled 
to the dust! Such articles of furniture and other 
valuables as the incendiaries could not, and the 
inhabi~ants had neglected or been unable to, 
carry away,shared the general fate. Of counsellor 
Dickson's library, which had cost him between 
5 and 600l. sterling, scarcely a book escaped the 
ravages of the de\'ouring element. l\;Ir. Dickson 
was, at this time, a prisoner in the enemy'i 
territory ; and his wife lay on a sick bed. The 
villains-how shall we proceed?-. took up the 
poor lady, bed and all, and placed her upon 
the snow before her own doot·; where, shi,·ering 
with cold, she beheld, if she could see at all 

1 

J Lambert'11 Travels, Vol . I. p~ 107. 
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her house and all that was in it consumed to 
ashes. Upwards of 400 helpless women a-nd 
children, without provisions, and in ·. some 
instances with scarcely cloaths upon their backs, 
wtue thus compelled, after being the mournful 
spectators of the destruction of their habitations, 
to seek shelter at a distance; and that in su·c.h 
a night, too!-.... The reader's imag·ination must 
supply the rest. 

In what way wiH the American historian, or 
will he at all, describe the conflagration of 
Newark ? Not one wo1·d about it appears in 
doctor Smith's book. M1·. Thomson says briefly : 
'' General M'Clure determined on destroying 
the town of Newark. " * It is Mr. O'Connor 
whom we have to thank, for being explicit upon 
t h is point. " As a measure deemed necessary 
to the safety of the troops, the town of 1\ ewark 
was burned. 'This act,' said general lVl'Clure, 
(proceeds Mr. O 'Connor) ' however distressing 
to the inhabitants and my feelings, was by order 

of t!te secretary of war, and I believe, at t he 
same time, proper.' The inhabitants, (continues 
1\-Ir. O'Connor,) had 12 hours' notice to remove 
their effects, and such as chose to cross the rive r 
were provided with all the necessaries of life."t 

With the knowledge that Mr. Secretary-Arm
strong had recently been in the neighbourhood 
of, if not at Fort-George, we can readily sup-

• Sketches of the War, p. 188. t Hist. o( the War, p. 158. 
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pose general M'Clure acted, as he says, by t~1e 
former's orders. This confers additional atro

city upon the offence; but, on that head, we 

shall forbear comments. '' Distressing to my 
feelings'-''-was not some such language used 
by captain David Porter, of the American navy, 

after he and his crew had been massacring the 
natives of the small island of Nooaheevah, which 

he had unfortunately ''isited during his cele
ba·ated cruize to the Pacific ?• As to the 

'' twelve hours' notice," the liberty to " cross 
the river," and the pr01nisP. that the poor people 

should be " provided with all the necessaries of 
life," we give Mr. O'Connor himself credit for 
the whole; and can only attribute his not 
having come forward with a better excuse, to a 

sudden qualm of conscience, or perhaps to a 
momentary torpor in those inventive faculties, 
on most other occasions so serviceable to him. 

The nearer colonel Mua·ray approached to the 
neigbourhood of Fort-George, the louder were 

the 09mplaints of the people against the " law
less banditti" by whom they had been oppressed. 
That acti\'e officer immediately wrote to general 

Viucent ; and, anticipating the answer he should 

1·eceive, dashed forward to Fort-George. Gene

~'ral M'Clure's scouts gave him timely intelli

gence of the approach of the British ; and the 

cowa1·dly wretch, with the whole of his minions 
' * Quart. RcTicw, Vol. XIII. p. 364-9. 
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abandoned Fort George, and fled across the 
river. Not the slightest opposition did he make; 
although the fortifications had been so much 
strengthened, since the capture of the fort in the 
preceding· l\1ay, that the American commander, 
with only half the force he possessed, might 
have maintained a regular siege. He was in too 
much haste to destroy the whole of his magazines, 
or even to remove his tents; of which a sufficiency 
for 1500 men were left standing. Colonel M m·ray, 
in his first letter, states that general M 'Clm·e had 
passed over his cannon, as well as stores.* But, 
in a second letter, he mentions that one 18, four 
12, and several9-pounders, together with a large 
supply of shot, were found in the ditch. Even 
the destruction of the new barracks, which we 
had recently erected on the Niagara, was not 
deemed, by Mr. Armstrong and generall\1'Clure, 
so "necessary in the military operations there,'' 
as l\1 r. }1 unro has s~nce declared the burning 
of Newark to have been: consequently, the 

·former were allowed to remain untouched. The 
indignant feelings of the soldiers, as they beheld 
the smoking ruins of what was once, as acknow
ledg.ed by all, a beautiful and flourishing village, 
would have burst with a heavy vengeance upon 
the heads of the American general and his troops, 
had they not followed up their atrocious c<>nduct 

by a precipitate flight. 
* App. No. II. 
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Mr. O'Connor informs us that " a council of 
waa·," that fatal damper of American military 
ardor, decided that Fort-George " was not 
tenable." Of the guns, or the fortifications, he 
says nothing. Mr. Thomson conc.urs in opinion 
that the post was " untenable;" and gi \'es as a 
reason, that the British force outside consiste'd 

I ~1· " of 1.')00 regulars, and at least 700 nuJans; 
calls general M't:lure's ta·oops " the remnant of 
an army;" and then informs us, that the Ameri
can general '' determined on destroying the 
batteries;" ljj: leaving to doctor Smith to ad,·ance 
the next step; who, as if to confirm his pre
decessor's discermneut, saJS roundly: " Fort
George was soon afterwards abandoned, and 

· blown up, by g·eneral M 'Ciure."t 
Early in November lieutenant-general Drum

mood and major-general Rial had arrived from 
England; the former to relieve major-general 
De Rottenburg, in the military command and 
presidency of the upper province. These offi
cers had been detained below, to see the end of 
general 'Vilkinson's expedition. That business 
concluded, they moved on to Kingston and 
York; at which latter place general Drummond 
was sworn into offiue ; and then, along with 
major-general Rial, hastened to join the centre 
division of the army. Both generals arrived at 
St. Darid's, major-general Vincent's present 

*Sketches of the War, p.l88. t History of the War, p. 265. 
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head-quarters, soon after the capture of Fort· 
George; and at a time when colonell\1urray's 
prompt and decisive measures had given a new 
aspect to affairs. 

This officer contemplated a retaliatory attack 
upon the opposite lines; to which plan general 
Drummond yielded, not only his approbationt 
but, rightly judging that the delay of waiting 
for permission from the commander-in-chief: 
then at Quebec,'* might recover the enemy from 
his panic, and thus defeat the object,-his imme
diate sanction. No more than two batteaux 
were on the Niagara shore, the remainder were 
in Burlington Bay. Captain Kerby, an active 
militia-officer, under the orders of captain 
Elliott, the deputy assistant-q uarter-mastel·-ge
neral, contrived, notwithstanding the incle
mency of the weather, and the badness of the 
roads, to effect the carriage, by land, of a suffi
ciency of batteaux for the enterprise. 

Every thing being prepared by the evening 
of the 18th, the troops destined for the assault, 
consisting of a small detachment of royal artil
lery, the grenadiers of the royal Scots, the flank 
companies of the 4lstt, and the effective men of 
the IOOth regiment, amounting, altogether, to 
fewer than 550 rank and file, and commanded by 
colonel Murray, crossed the river on that night, 
and landed at the Five-mile Meadows, about 

• Distant' 530 milea. 
t 2d Battalion which had recently arrived from Europe. 
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three miles above Fort-Niagara. At about four 
Q'clock the troops commenced their march ; and 
the advance, consisting of the grenadiers of the 
IOOth regiment, and a small party of the royal 
artillery, succeeded in cutting off two of the 
enemy's piq nets ; as well as in surprising the sen
tries on the glacis, and at the gate, by which 
means the watch -word was obtained, and the 
entrance into the fort greatly facilitated. While 
three companies of the lOOth, under captain 
1\Iartin, stormed the eastern demi-bastion, five 
eompanies of the same regiment, under colonel 
Murray in person, assisted by lieutenant-colonel 
Hamilton of the IOOtb, entered the fort by the 

. inain gate, which had been left open for the 
return of the guard from relieving sentries. The 
Ame_rican main guard now rushed out of the 
south-east b]ock-house, and fired a volley or 
two; and some mllsketry was fired from another 
stone building within the fort ; but the bayonet 
O'Yerpowered all resistance, and the British union, 
in a few seconds more, wai,·ed triumphantly 
upon the stone-tower of Fort .. Niagara. 

The number of prisoners taken, including 
two officers and 12 rank and file wounded 

' 
amounted to one captain, nine lieutenants, two 
ensigns, one surgeon, one commissary, 12 ser
jeants, and 318 rank and file. Add to this 
uumber 65 in killed, • and " about 20 that 
cflt:cted their escape," and we have 429 for the 

• Appt.ndix, No. 3. 
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gat·rison of Fort-Niagara. Upon the different 
defences were mounted no fewer than 27 pieces 
of ordnance; and, among them, some 32-pound 
carronades. The arsenal contained upl\'ards of 
3000 stands of arms, and many rifles. The 
ordnance and commissariat stores were im
mense; and so was the quantity of army
clothing and camp-equipage. A portion of the 
articles consisted, no doubt, of such as general 
i\'I'Ciure, in his flight, had brought across from 
Fort-George. Had the garrison afforded an oppor
tunity for a greater display of gallantry on the 
part of the-assailants, the capture ofFort-Niagara, 
a post by far the strongest of any on the inland 
frontiers, would have been a still more bril
liant achievement : it was no slight consolation, 
however, that we managed the business with the 
trifling l?ss of six men killed, and five wounded; 
including the gallant projector and commander 
of the enterprize, colonel lVI urray, severely in 
the wrist. Nor is it without feelings of exulta
tion, that we compare the number of British sent 
against Fort~Niagara, with the number of .1\me
ricans,-covered too by the fire from a fleet of 
ships, and from that same fort,-sent against 
Fort-George,• so much its inferior in point of 
strength and armament. 

The deputy incendiary M'Clure, with well
grounded apprehension of British vengeance, 
had , since the very day of his crossing from Fort

• See Vol. I. p. 153. 
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George, ordered the commandant ofFort-Niagara 
to prepare to defend the post, and be ready with 
" a proportion of hand-grenades in the different 
l>lock-houses." • He did not consider the dis
aster as " attributable to any want of troops, 
but to gross neglect in the commanding officer 
of the fort, captain Leonard, in not prep.aring, 

being ready' and looking out for, the expected 
attack." t General M'Clure describes the 
British that captured Fort-Niagara, as of" gr~t 
force," and as consisting of regulars and " In
dians;" although not an Indian was at the attack; 
for even the " Indian chief," .Norton, who 
was present, is a Scotch man. The official letter 
then states that, on entering the fort, we 
"commenced a most horrid slaughter." This 
is utterly false, as respects the implication 
intended. The piquets and sentries, as in all 
cases of assault or surprise, were bayonetted ; 
and so were those within the fort who made any 
resistance. The fort was entered in dR.rkness, 
and a formidable opposition expected; particu
larly as general M 'Clure had himself been 
boasting, that the block-houses and defenceos 
within-side, aided by the 32-pounder and other 
carronades, which were so mounted as, if neces
sary, to be fired inwards~ would enable a small 
garrison to dri"·e out or destroy 1500 British. No 
musket whatever was discharged by the latter; 
nor, from the moment that the soldiers could ha 

* App. No. 5. t I bid, No. 4. 
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certain of all 1·esistance having ceased, was a 
single bayonet employed. 

l\Ir. O'Connor describes the assaultino· party 
b • 

as '' regulars, militia, and Indians, to tlJe num-
ber, by the most probable account, of l.:;oo men," 
who, he says, entered the fort while the .men 

were nearly all asleep "killing, without mercy 
Gr discrimination, those who came in their way."* 
Doctor Smith considers th-e capture of I:ort
Niagara to be a sore subject ; therefore merely 
states that, in the month of January, it H was 
surprised and captured." l\1r. Thomson begins 
his account by stating, that the fort was 
'' garrisoned by 3'2-l sick anrl effec.tive . men"; 
although we took, as prisoners, 20 more than 
that number, exclusive of those that had escaped 
and been killed. He proceeds: " At 4 o'clock 
on the morning of the 19th, the enemy , 400 in 
number, crossed the Niagara, under colone-l 
.l\1 urray, and approached the principal gate 
which was then open."- \Ve find no " Errata" 

referred to in Mr. Thomson's book, but must 
consider that the printer has made " 400" of 
wbat was intended for " 1-JOO.''~ Th1s editor, 
caught by the word •' Indians'' in the official 
letter, then says: " Accompanied by his Jndian 
warriors, he rushed furiously in upon the 

· " <' On t · the · " garnson. en enng garn!'on, 
t:ontinues 1\Ir. Thomson, " colonel MmTay 

* HiJStory of the War, p. 159, 

VOL. 11. C 
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received a wound in the arm; after which he 
yielded the command to colonel Hamilton,
under whose superintendance, the women of the 
·garrison were stripped of theit· clothing, and 
n1any of them killed, and the persons of the 
dead officers treated with shocking indignity."• 
-Never was so base a falsehood! But who, out 
of the United States, will believe this petti
fogging· scribbler's story? and as to those in 
the United States who may do so, they are too 
insignificant, we are sure, to give the gallant 
colonel the slightest uneasiness. 

Among the valuables found in Fort-Niagara, 
were eight respectable Canadian inhabitants; 
who, in direct violation of civilized warfare, had 
been taken from their peaceful dwellings to be 
immured within the walls of a prison. That no 
doubt may remain of the fact, we here present 
the reader with the names of six out of the eight 
individuals, who were thus so happily released 
from bondage. The names are: Thomas Dickon, 
Samuel Street, and J. M. Cawdle, esquires; 
-Messrs. John Tompson, John Macfarlane, and 
Peter M'Micking; the latter 80 years of age. 

On the same morning on which Fort-Niagara 
was carried, major-general Rial, taking with 
him detachments from the royal Scots and 41st 
regiments, amounting to about 500 rank and 
file, crossed over to Lewistown. About 500 

*Sketches of the \V ar, p. 180; and third edition! 
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Indian warriors had preceded this force, and 
had a skirmish with, and eompletely ronted, a 
detachment of American militia under a maJ·or ' . 
Bennett; in which aft1tir the latter lost eight 
men kiJled. ~o sooner had the Americans aban
doned Lewistown, than 1he Indians commenced 
setting fire to it. l\1ajor-general Rial, who 

found no enemy fo contend withl took possession 
of a 12 and 6-pounder gun, with traYelling 
caniages, and every thing complete; also a 
considerable quantity of small arms, some ammu
nition, nine barrels of powder, and about 200 

barrels of flour. The small villages of Youngs
town, Manchester, and the Indian Tuscarora, 
as soon as the inhabitants had deserted them, 
shared the fate of Lewistown. 

There is no doubt that the Indians committed 
many enormities ; but who could have told Mr. 
M'Clure,-hirnself the origin of all that hap
pened,-that the savages were '' headed by 
British officers painted."? Mr. O'Connor is the 
only one of our three editors who has repeated 
this story. l\Iajor-general Rial and his troops 
passed on to Fort-Sch]osser ;* which place they 
destroyed : tlaey then proceeded as far as Tone
wanto Creek * l"rh1ch is within 10 miles of 

' 
Buffaloe; but, finding the bridge broken, re-

turned, and crossed over to Queenstm.vn. 
The exposed state of the American Niagara-

* See Plate I. 

c 2 
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frontier beg~n to excite serious alarm; and 
general lVI'Clure, too dastardly to meet in the 
field the avengers of the conflagration of N ewark, 
had requested major-general Hall to take the 
command of the regulars and militia, then 
assembling from all parts, to repel any further 
encroachments. On the morning of the 23d 
the major-general fixed his head-quarters at 
Batavia, a village about 40 miles from Buffalse. 
On the morning of the 29th we find him at 
Buffaloe, reviewing his troops ; which then 
aiJlounted to 2011 men, but were afterwards, it 
appears, considerably reduced by desertion. • 

On the 28th lieutenant-general Drummond 
took up his head-quarters at Chippeway; and, 
on the next day, n·ithin two · n1iles of Fort
Erie. Having reconnoitr_ed the enemy's po
sition at Black Rock~ the lieutenant-general 
determined to attack him. Accordingly, on 
the night of the 30th, major-generitl Rial, 
having undet· his command four companies of 
the 8th, 250 men of the 41st, the light company 
of the 89th, and the grenadiers of the IOOtll, 

regiments, numbering, with 50 ,-olunteer-militia, 
about 590 rank and file, also a body of Indian 
warriors, not exceeding 1~0, crossed the 1\iagara, 
and landed, without opposition, about two miles 
below Black Rock. The light-co~npany of the 
89th ad,·anced along the road, and secured an 

* Ilist. ?f the War, p. 161. 
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American piquet, as well as the bridge over the 
Conjuichity,• or Schojeoquady,t the boards 
of which had already been loosened, preparatory 
to their removal. The 250 men of the 41st, and 
the grenadiet·s of the lOOth, were joined to the 
light-company of the 89th ; and the whole, 
amounting to about 400 rank and file, in order 
to secure the passage of the bridge, took up a 
position, a short distance beyond it, at a place 
called the Sail01·'s battery. In the course of the 
night several attempts were made by general 
Hall's militia to dislodge the British from their 
position ; but, " owing to the darl~ness of the 
night, and the confusion into which the militia 
were thrown by the enemy's fire," 'If every 
attempt f<:tiled. 

At day-dawn on the 31st, the royal Scots, 
about 800 sti'Ong, along with a detachment of 
the 19th dragoons, the whole commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Gm·don, of the royals, crossed 
over to· land above Black Rock, fot· the purpose 
of turning the enemy's position, while major
general Rial's force should attack him from 
below. Vnfortunate1y, owing to some ermr in 
the pilots, several of tlJe Loats grounded; and 
became, in consequence, exposed to a heavy and 
destructive fire from one 6, one 2-l, and two 
12-pounders, at the Black Rock battery, and 
from about 600 ment drawn up on the beach, 

*A pp. No. 6. t See Plate I. t llist. of the War, p. 161. 
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flanked by a number of Indians. The gallant 
royals, thus s-itting in their grounded boats, to 
be shot at like targets, lost 13 rank and file, 
killed, and three serjeants, and 29 rank and file 
wounded. Fortunately, a few well-directed 
shots from five field-pieces stationed on the 
oppo~ite shore, and the near approach of major· 
geueral Rial's force upon the enemy's right, 
caused a favorahle diversion. 

By this time a considerable force of militia, 
certainly not fewet· than 1500, had assembled in 
the town ; but, after a short resistance, the 
.t\mericans abandoned Black Rock and its bat. 
teries, and fled towards Buffaloe, about 2t miles 
distant. To this town they were folJo,Yed, in 
close pursuit; and, although protected by a 
field-piece posted on a height that commanded 
the road, made but a slight resistance, ere they 
fled in all directions to the neighbouring woods. 

The British captured at these two posts eight 
pieces of ordnance, including a 2-! and 18-poun. 
der, For want of adequate means of conveyance 
the public stores, consisting of considerable quan .. 
tities of clothing, ~pirits, and flour, were obliged 
to be destroyed. All the inhabitants ha,·ing left 
Black Rock and Buftaloe, the two \'illages shared 
the fate of Newarlc The l~nited States' vessels 
Chippeway, Little Belt, and Trippe, were found 
aground near Buffaloe Creek; and, along with 
their stores~ were also committed to the flames. 
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This fact is scarcely noticed by the American 
editors; although the smallest of these three 
vessels, when captured from us a short time 
previous,• was, with the utmost gravity, styled, 
-'' His Britannic majesty's schooner Chippe
way."t The British loss on this occasion, 
including that of the royal Scots already given, 
amounted to 31 killed, 72 wounded, and nine 
mtsstng·. The American loss does not appear; 
except where general Hall states, that '' many 
\'aluables were lost. t Owing to the nimbleness 
of the American militia, and the contiguity of 
the woods, only 130 prisoners were made; 
among whom was the notorious colonel, OJ' doctor 
Chapin. Major-general Hall himself, with 
neal'ly 300 of the most pursy of his ~oldiers, 

brought up at the Ele\'en-mile Creek, about 
three miles from Buffaloe. 

The nine missing of our troops were some 
careless fellows who had strayed to the margin 
of the village, and were captured on the 1st of 
January, by an American scouting party, headed 
by a captain Stone. Two officers of this de
tachtnent were surprised, while on horseback, 
by a pat role of the 19th light dragoons, and one, 
" lieutenant Totman, of the Canadian volun
teers," was shot. Mr. Thomson declars, that 

* James's Naval Occurrences, p. 286. 

t Nav. Hist. of the United States, Vol. II. p. 242. 

;t App. No. 7. 
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lieutenants Riddle and Totman " would have 
given themselves up, but for the treatment 

which other prisoners on the 1\'iagara had re
~endy received.,* These American editors are 

never at a lo~s. The fact is, Mr. Totman was 

like his friend l\1 r. " -iJcocks, an Irishman, and 
an inhabitant of Upper Canada, where he had 
re~ided many years. \Vith a halter thus before 
Jtis eyes, he had a much more pon·erful induce
ment than is alleged by l\11'. Thomson, for not 
delivering himself up to the British. 
. 1\tlr. Thumson is Yery lou<l in his complaints 
~gainst the '' timid militia," assembled at Buf
faloe and Black Rock. l\or is he so without 
1·eason ; for, in proof of the numerous popula
tion in and around those villages~ l\'e find it 
stated by a writer from Batavia, under date of 
December the 23d, that 5000 men could be 
assembled .in 24 hours: naJ, l\lt·. o·counor him
self fixes the number of sufferer!", by the confla
gration, alone~ at "12000 persons."t l\or does 
this number include such as resided e'"en a short . 
distance beyond the narrow slip of land, which 

''as the scene of the British incursion. It was 
l.lOt a week after the pusillanimous behaviour 
of the American militia upon this frontier, that 
1\'lr. \Y right, me m her of congTess for i\lary land, 

iu a ~peech which was to proYe, that the army of 

*Sketches of the,Var, p. 192. 

t Hbt. of the War, P· 164, 
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the United States had '' been marvellously suc
cessful,~ said thus: " There was no evidence 
against the courage or c0nduct of our army ; 
which had displayed, not Roman but American 
valor: so conspicuous, indeed, had been the 
courage displayed, by both our army and navy, 
that he hoped whoever should hereafter speak of 
Roman va]or, on this floor, \Vould be considered 
as speaking of the second degree, and not of the 
first."• As far as any thing appears on the 
minutes of this day's debates, l\1r. Wright's 
language caused no unusual sensation in the 
house. 

After the American Niagar·a frontie1· had thus 
suffered a just retribution for the conduct of 
the American government along the shores of 
rpper Canada, 1::1e British troops, under major
g.eneral Rial, evacuated the whole of the terri
tory of the United States, except Fort-Niagara, 
at w hi eh a . small g·arrison was stationed ; and 
the centFe-division of the army of Upper· Canada, 
consisting now of about 2500 rank and file, 
retired into peaceable winter-quarters at Fort
Niagara, St. David's, Burlington Heights, and 
York. l\Jr. O'Connor, after declaring that our 
proceedings had been marked '' with the fero
city of the tiger, and the all-desolating ruin of 
the locust," adds: " On the 4th of January the 
ro.bbers retired into their own woods; not daring· 

it froeecdings of Congress, January 6, 1814. 
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to wait the chastisement that was preparing for 
them." He next furnishes us with a piece of 
useful information. " The enemy," says he, 
"having declared their conduct on the Niagara 
frontier to have been committed in retaliation 
for excesses said to have been committed by the 
American armies in Canada, the censure, or 
rather indignation, of the suffering inhabitants 
was turned against general M'Ciure, who had 
the command. The general, previous to retiring 
from command, published an address to the 
public, in justification of his own conduct, in 
which he seems to have been pretty successful."• 
His success did not, at all events, reach to the 
security of his person ; for he was compelled, 
for a long while, to have a strong guard of 
regular troops stationed before his door, in order 
to restrain the justly enraged population from 
treating him as he deserved. 

In the harbor at Erie, t distant 91 miles from 
Bnffaloe, were lying the ships, b1·igs, and larger 
schooners of the American fleet; nor could they 
seek safety upon the lake, on account of the ice 
that surrounded them. The Americans, ha,·ing 
good reason to fear an attack upon, had, by 
collecting troops and cutting away the ice from 
the sides of the vessels, made e\·ery arrang·ement 
for the security of, this important depot. After 
t he incompetency of the American militia to 

*History of the 'Var, p. 164. t Seep. 49. 
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defend the post, had, however, been so well 
proved, we presmne it was the known unbear
able state of the ice, and not any special orde~---· 
from Quebec, that restrained major-general 
Rial from attempting to carry into effect so 
desirable an object. 

Having now brought to a close the campaign 
of 1813, against the British provinces; we will 
borrow a~1 American editor~s remarks upon the 
subject. " Though," says Mr. Thomson, "the 
American arms had attained a high degree of 
reputation, no one advantage was obtained, to 
atone for the blood and treasure which had 
already been exhausted. The capital of Upper 
Canada had been taken. It was scarcely cap
tured, before it was abandoned. The bulwark 
of the province, Fort-George, had been gal. 
lantly carried; but an inferior force was suffered 
to escape., after being beaten ; and the conq ue
rors were soon after confined to the works of the 
garrison, and closely invested upwards of six 
months. The long contemplated attack upon 
Montreal was frustrated: Kingston still remained 
a safe and advantageous harbor, in the handsof 
the enemy; and a fortress,* which might have 
been long, and obstinately, and effectually 
defended, was yielded, with scarcely a struggle, 
and under circumstances mysterious in the 
extreme, to the retaliating invaders of the 

* Fort-Niagara. 
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American Niagara frontier. In the course of 
the summer of 1813 · the American army ' . 
'Possessed every position between Lake OntariO 
and Lake Erie, on both sides of the Niagara. 
In the winter of the same year, after ha\'ing 
gradually lost their possessions on the British 
side of that stream, they were deprived of their 
possessions on their own."• If we may be 
allowed to leave out "gallantly"; to substitute 
" without any" for " with scarcely a"; and 
t~ bestow a smile upon the " high degree of 
reputation which the American arms had 

·attained," we see no objection to 1\rlr. Thomson's 
recapitulatory obsenrations. 

The circumstances that caused the surprising 
changes which he so naturally deplores, seem to 
nave escaped his notice. " Had " the long 
contemplated attack upon Montreal" not been 
attempted, a comparatively large regular army 
of the L~nited States could still have occupied 

. the peninsula of Upper Canada; and a M'Ciure 
not been wanted, to prove himself the willing 
tool of lVh. Secretat·y Armstrong's atrocious 
purposes. Had not Newark been set on fire, 
remorse would not ha·ve made cowardsofl\'l'Clure 
and l1is myrmidons; nor would a just indigna
tion have stimulated a small band of llritish to 
pursue and punish those guilty wretches; n1any 
of whose dwellings happily shared the fate of the 

* Sketches of the "V ar, p. 193, 
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town which they had destwyed. Yet-mark the 
difference. The destruction along the American 
frontier was the w01·k of an assaulting foe, 
glowing· with wrath at the commission of injuries, 
unauthorized by the laws of wa1·. It was an 
e\·ent which the inhabitants themselves had, for 
the last eight daJS, beftn expecting; an event, 
therefore, which they, by remO\'ing their pro~ 
perty, and, in many instances, themselves, from 
the spot, did but partially feel. The burning· 
of Newark, on the other hand, was the delibe
rate act of an enemy, who had been six months 
in quiet possession of the country; and who had 
received no provocation "·hatever from the inha
bitants,-" the innocent, unfortunate, and dis
tressed inhabitants," as l\'l'Clure himself had 
styled them ; and that too in the very procla
mation, '"herein he pledged himself to protect 
them. 'Yarning the poor people had none; 
unless half an hour or so may be called by that 
name: nor even day-light, to enable them to see 
to col1ect their little cloaths and property, and 
to seek another habitation, in the room of that 
tbev had for ever lost. Poor Mrs. Dickson, too!-

" 
\Yho, then, will deny that the wanton confla-
gration of Newark still remains unatoned for? 
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CHAPTER XIJ. 

Op~ations in Chesapeak Bay-Arrival of rear· 
admiral Cockburn-Preparations for attacking 

lht United States' frigate Constellation in James's 
River-Htr retreat to a safer position-- Wanton 

firing from tlte shore upon the British boats

Death of two men in consequence- Arrival of 
admiral Warren-Gallant affair at the mouth of 
tile Rappa hannock-Rear-admiral C ockburn' s 
dttached command to the head of the bay-Ad
vance upon Frenclt-town--Heavy fire upon the 

boats from a battery-Landing of the British
Flight of the American militia-Destruction of 
cannon, public stores, and vessels-Admiral Cock

burn's system of operations-American misrepre
setztations cm·rected-Purchase of sloe!.: at Turkey 

Point and Specucie Island-Display of colours, 
andfiringofcannon, at Havre de G'race-Attack 
'upon tltis place-Its slw1·t but spirited resistance 

-Disrespu·t shown to a flag ~f truce-Conse
quent proceedings by the B,·itislt-Dr:slruction 
of a valuable cannon-foundry-Gross mis-state

ment of tlte American editors-Ridiculous belta

viour of a prisone1· named O'Neil, and ludicrous 
tl,reat in ca'ie of his detention-Acb·ance upon 

Gto·rge-town and Frederick-toztn - Previous 
u:anzing< to the inltabitanls-1'heir violent pro-
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ctedings, and destructive fire upon tlu3 British 

-Destruction of kouses in consequence-Vittit 

of the B1·itish to anotheT town-Civil deportment 

of the inltabitants, and its salutary effects

Remarks on the American militia-system-Im

positions of the American farmers-Capture of 
the United States' schooner Surveyor-Noble 

conduct of lieutenant Cririe of the Na·rcissus

Arrival of troops in the Chesapeake -Affair 

between 1-I.M.S. Junon and 15 American gun

boats-Open preparations for attacking Crane!/ 

Island-Correspondent preparations on the part 

cif the L1 mericans-Landing of a division of 

British at Pig-Point-Advance of another divi

sion towards Craney Island-Une.rpected ground

ing of the boats close under the American 

battery-Impossibilit,y to Teach the shore

Destructive fire upon the boats, as well as upon 

the st·ruggling crews in the U'ate·r-Remarks 

-upon the attempt to capture Craney Island

Attack upon, and capture of Hampton-Ex· 
cesses committed there by a part of the BTitish. 

force-American strictuTes on the occasion

Departure from the coast of the corps that 

committed the e:1xesses-Landing of the British 

at Ocracoke and Portsmouth, and capture of 
two fine lette-rs of marque-American mis-state

ments corrected. 

A THREATENING attitude upon the Atlantic 
frontier of the Uuited States, in the neighbour. 
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hood of the capital especially, being ·considered 
likely to weaken the efforts of the American 
government, now so openly and earnestly 
directed against our Canadian possessions, rear
admiral Cockburn, in the l\larlborough 74, 
with some frigates and smaller Yessels, entered 
the Chesapeake bay on the 4th· of March, 1813. 

The United States' frigate Constellation, lying 
in James's river, near Norfolk, became the first 
object of attack; but the preparatory movements 
of the British squadron drove her to a safe 
position, higher up the river. The rear-admiral 
afterwards advanced up the bay, sounding and 
reconnoitnng·. During the passage of the boats 
along the shore, in the execution of this set·,·ice, 
the Americacs frequently fired at them, and, in 
one instance, killed two men, besides wounding 
sevea·al others; although not a musket had been, 
on any occasion, discharged from the boats. 

About the end of l\larch, admiral \ran·en, 
from Bermuda, bring·ing with him the San 
Domingo 74, and some othPr ships, arrived in 
the Chesapeake. In his way up the ha~-, the 
admiral detached a force to attack tour arn1ed 
schooners, lying· at the mouth of the Rappa
hanuock river. The breeze failing, the capture 
of the whole four J\'as effected by fh·e Briti:-.h 
boats, under the 01·dct·s of 1ieutenant (now cap
tain) James Polkinghorne, of the St. Domingo.* 

* For the full particulars of this gallant exploit, sec James's 
Naral Occurrences, p . 367. 
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In a week or two after a junction had been 
formed between admiral Warren and rear
admia·al Cockburn, the latter was directed, with 
a squadron of small vessels, including two of 
the captured schooners, to penetrate the rivers 
at the head of the bay, aud endeavour to cut off 
the enemy's supplies ; as well as to destroy his 
foundries, stores, and public works; particu
larly a depot of flour, military and other stores, 
asce1·tained, by the information of some Ameri
cans, to be at a place called French-town, situate 
at a considerable distance up the river Elk. 
Accordingly, the rear-admiral, with H.M. brigs 
Fantome and Mohawk, and the Dolphin, Racer~ 
and Highflyer, tenders, on the evening of the 
28th of April, moved towards the river. Having
moored the brigs and schooners as far within 
the entrance as could be effected after dark, 
the rear-admiral took with him, in the boats 
of his little squadron, 150 marines, under 
captains \rybourn and Cartet·, and five ar
tillery-men, under lieutenant Robertson, of 
that corps, and proceeded to execute his 

orders.• 
The boats, owing to ignorance of the w-a)r, 

having entered the Bohemia instead of keeping 
in the Elk river, did not reach the destined 
place till late on the following morning. This 
delay enabled the inhabitants of French-town to 

• _App. No. s. 
VOL. 11. D 

, 
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make arrangements ~r the defence of the stores 
and town .; for the security of which a six-gun 
battery had lately been directed. As soon as 
the boats approached witbin gun-shot of it, a 
heavy fire was opened upon them. Disregarding 
this, however, the marines quickly landed; and 
the American militia fled from the battery to 
the adjoining woods. 

The inhabitants of the town, situate at about 
a mile distant, having, as far as could be ascer
tained, taken no part in the contest, were not 
~n the slightest deg·ree molested; but a consi
derable quantity of flour, of army-clothing, 
saddles, bridles, and other eq ui pRlents for 
cavalry ; also various articles of merchandize, 
and the two stores in which they had been 
contained ; together with five vessels, lying 
near the place, were entirely consumed. The 
guns of the battery, being too heavy to be 
carried away, were disabled; and the boats 
departed, with no other loss than one seaman 
wounded in the arm by a grape-shot. The 
Americans lost one man killed by a rocket, hut 
none wounded. 

The rear-admiral's system, and which be had 
taken care to impart to all the Americans 
captured by, or YoluntariJy coming· on board, 
the squadron, was-to land without offering 
1nolestation to the unopposing inhabitants, 
either in their persons or properties ; to capture 
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01· destroy all articles of merchandize and 
munitions of war; to be allowed to take off, 
upon paying the full market price, all such 
cattle and supplies as the British squadron might 
require : but, should resistanc6 be offered, or 
menaces held ont, to consider the town as a 
fortified post, and the male inhabitants as 
soldiers ; the one to be destroyed, the other, 
with their cattle and stock, to be captm·ed. 

Both the editor of the "Sketches of the War" 
and of the "History of the War" confine the 
conflagration at French-town, to the two store
houses and their contents; and so does a writer 
in a respectable American periodical publication, 
of Yery recent date, subjoining to his account 

of the burning of the warehouses,--'' but no 
private dwellings, as has erroneously been 
stated.''* Yet is the editor of the " History of 
the United States" so totally disregardful of 
truth, as to accuse the British of having plun .. 
dered and destroyed the whole village.t Mr. 
Thomsow finds it convenient to describe the 
contents of the store-houses as goods belonging 
to merchants of Baltimore and Philadelphia, 
and to be totally ~ilent about any military 
stores; but general Wilkinson expressly says: 
-" By the defective arrangements of the 
war-department, he (rear-admiral Cockburn) 

* North American Review, Vol. V. p. 158. 

t llist. of the United State~, Vol. Ill. p. 283. 

}) z 



36 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

succeeded in destroying the military equipments 
and munitions found there; of which, I appre
hend, the public never received any correct 
account."• 

As the boats, in their way down the El~, 
·were rounding· Turkey Point, they came 10 

sight of a large estate, surrounded by cattle. 
The rear.admiral landed ; and di1·ecting thf' 
bailiff, or overseer, to pick out as many oxen, 
sheep, and other stock, as were deemed sufficient 
for the present use of the squadron, paid for 
them to the full amount of what the bailiff 
alleged was the market price. Not the slighte~t 
injury was done; or, doubtless, one of our 
industrious historians would ha,·e recorded tht
fact. 

Having learnt that cattle and provisions, in 
considerable quantity, were at Specucie Island, 
the rear-admiral, with the brigs and tenders, 
proceeded to that place. In his wa,v thither it 
became necessary to pass in sig·ht of Havre de 
Grace, a village of about 60 houses, situate on 
the west-side of the Susq uehanna, a short 
distance above the confluence of that river with 
the Chesapeake. A I though the British were 
a long n·ay out of gun-shot, the Americans at 
Havre de Grace must needs fire at them from a 
six-g·un battery, and display to their l'iew, as 
a further mark of defiance, a large Americau 

• Wjlkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 7:52. 
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ensign. This determined the rear-adnairal to 
make that batter.v and town the next object of 
attack. In the meanwhile, he anchored his 
squadron oft' Specucie Island. Here a part of 
the boats landed, and obtained cattle upon the 
same terms as before. A complaint having been 
made, tbat some of the subordinate officers had 
dest..oyed a n urn bet· of turkies, the rear-admiral 
paid the value of them out of his own pocket. 
The Americans, as they were driving the cattle 
to the boats, jeered the men, saying,-" Why 
do you come here? " Thy don't you go to Havre 
de Grace? There you'll have something to do." 
About this time a deserter gave the people at 
HaYre de Grace, who had already been in 
preparation, notice of the intended attack. 

After quitting Specucie Island, the rear
admiral bent his course towards Havre de Grace; 
but the shallowness of the water admitting the 
passage of Loats only, the 150 marines and the 
five artillery men embarked at midnight on the 
2d of l\1ay, and proceeded up the river.• The 
Dolphin and Highflyer tenders attempted to 
follow in support of the boats, but shoal water 
compelled them to anchor at the distance of 
six _ miles from the point of attack. By day
light, the boats succeeded in getting opposite 
to the battery ; which mounted six guns, 12 

and 6-pounders, and opened a smart fire upon 

• App. No. 9. 
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the British. The marines instantly landed to 
the left; which was a signal to the Americans to 
withdraw from their battery. Lieutenant G. A. 
"\restphal1, ha,ing, in the mean time, stationed 
l1is rocket.boat close to the battery, now landed . 
with his bo:..tt's crew, turned the guns upon 
the American n1ilitia, and drove them to the 
extren1ity. of the town. 

The inhabitants still keeping up a fire from 
·behind the houses, walls, and trees, lieutenant 
Westphall; by the admiral's orders, held out a 
flag of truce, and called upon them to desist. 
Instead of so doing, these'' unoffending citizens" 
fired at the British lieutenant, and actually shot 
him through the very hand that was bearing the 
flag of truce. After this, who could n·onder if 
the British seamen and marines turned to the 
1·ight and left, and demolished every thing in 
their way ?-The townspeople themsehes had 
constructed the battery ; and yet not a house 
in which an inhabitant remained was injured. 
Sevm·al of the inhabitants, principally women, 
who had fled at first, came again into the town, 
and got back such articles as had been taken. 
Some of the women actually proceeded to the 
boats; and, upon identifying their propjrty, 
had it restored to them. l\lany of the .. 
inhabitants ""·ho had remained peaceably in 
their houses, as a proof that they were well 
informed of the principle upon which Sir George 
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Cockburn acted, frequently exclaimed to him: 
-'' Ah, sir, I told them what would be the 
consequence of their conduct. It is a great pity 
so many should suffer for a head-strong few. 
Those who were the most determined to fire 
upon you the other day, saying it was impossible 
you could take the place, were now the first to 
run away.'' Several of the houses that were not 
burnt did, in truth, belong to the chief agents 
in those violent measures that caused such 
severity on our pa•·t ; and the very towns-people 
themsehes pointed out the houses. Lieutenant 
\Vestphall, with his remaining hand, pursued and 
took prisoner an American captain of militia; 
and others of the party brought in an ensign 
and se\'eral pri\'ates, including an old Irishman, 
named O'Neill. After embarking the six guns 
from the battery, and taking or destroying 
about 130 stands of small-arms, the British 
departed from Havre de Grace. 

One division of boats, headed by the rear-
admiral, then proceeded to the northward, in 
search of a cannon-foundrv, of which some of ., 

the inhabitants of Havre de Grace had given 
information. This was found, and instantly 
destroyed; together with five long 24-pounders, 
stationed in a battery for its protection ; 
_28 long 32-pounders, ready for sending away; 
and eight long guns, and four carronades, in the 
boring-house and foundry. Another divisio!l 

I 
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of boats was sent up the Susquehanna; and 
returned, after destroying five vessels and a large 
store of flour. 

No event of the war has been more grossly 
exaggerated than the proceedings of the British 
at Havre de Grace. Happily, so much in con· 
sistency and contradiction prevail in the 
American accounts, that we shall ha\·e no great 
difficulty in exposing the authors to the merited 
indignation of the disinterested reader. One 
editor says:-'' From Frenchtown they (the 
British) proceeded down the Elk, ascended the 
river Susquehanna, and attacked, plundered, 
and burnt the neat and flourishing, but unpro
tecud village of Havre de Grace; for which 
outrage no proYocation had been given, nor 
could excuse be a~signed."* Another says:·
''In expectation of an attack from the enemy, 
the people of Havre de Grace had made 
preparations for the defence of the place; and 
a battery had been erected, of two 6-pounders, 
and one nine."t Six long 12 and 6-pounders, 
the reader will recoUect, were taken by us frotn 
that very batte1·y. The same editor adiuits, 
that a fire was kept up from the battery till the 
British commenced their debarkation l '( when 
.all," !Says he, '' e~cept O'Neill, an old citizen 
of Havre de ll race, abandoned their posts; and, 

• Hist. of the U. S. Vol. Ill. p. ~83. 
t Sketches of the War, p. 209. 
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following the mili t ia, who had fled with shame
ful precipitation , left the women and children 
of the place to the mercy of the invaders."'*" 
A third editor says:-'' A small party of militia 
were stationed at Havre de Grace; who, on the 
approach of the enemy, made a slight resistance, 
and then retreated. An Irishman," (this is more 
intelligible than Mr. Thompson's designation,) 
named 0 ' 1\"eill, with a courage amounting to 
r ashness, and an enthusiasm not confined by 
cold loyalty, opposed his single arm to the 
British host, and was taken prisoner and carried 
on board the fleet , but afterwards released."t 

1\ not her American account . says:-'' The 
in_habitants of Havre de Grace had, for three 
weeks previous to this period, been making 
preparations for defence ; and several companies 
of militia were called in to their aid."-" The 
militia, a1nounting to about 250, were kept to 
their arms all night; patroles were stationed in 
e\·ery place where they could possibly be of any 
service; the volunteers at the battery were at 
theit· guns, and a general determination seemed 
to prevail of giving the enemy a warm recep
tion."t " ' hat, then, becomes of doct-or 
Smith's assertion, that Havre de Grace was 
H unprotected ;" or that " no excuse could be 

* Sketches of the War, p. 209. 
t Hist. of the War, p. 170. 

t North American Review, Vol. V. p. 160. 
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assigned" for attacking it ? -Perhaps this 
gentleman grounded his statement upon 
Mr. Munro's official communication to sir 
Alexander Cochrane; wherein, as a matter of 
state-~onvenience, and in the very teeth of the 
British official account, announcing the capture 
of six pieces of cannon, and 130 stands of arms, 
the American secretary chose to describe the 
inhabitants of Havre de Grace as " unarmed." 
In the same spirit of rancor, doctor Smith 
declares, that '' the whole of this little town, 
house after house, was consigned to the flames.-''* 
Mr. Thomson is not explicit upon this point; 
but Mr. O'Connor expressly says:-'' Tn·enty
four of the best houses in the town were 
burned ;"t and the Boston reviewer says:-" It 
has been said, in a respectable history of the 
ti1nes," (can this mean doctor Smith's work?) 
'' that one house only escaped the flames; but 
this is a mistake. Havre de Grace consisted _of 
about 60 houses, and of these not more than 40 
were burnt."t As, accm·ding to the same 
account, several of the ho~es were, when the 
British landed, " already in flames," from the 
'' tremendous discharge of balls, rockets, and 
shells," we may consider l\I r. O'Connor's estimate 
as alluding exclusively to those destroyed by the 
British while on shore. It is not a little extra-

• llist. of the United. States, Vol. IJI. p. 283. 
t IIist. of the War, P· 170. t N. Amer. Rev. Vol. V. p. 160. 
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ordinary, that the same writer who dwells so 

upon the state of " preparation" in which the 
inhaLitants were, should say: '' It is not easy 
to assig·n any cause, other than the caprice of 
its projector, for this Yiolent attack on a defence
less and uuoffending village. No reasons of a 
public nature could have induced it. No public 
property was deposited there, nor were any of 
its inhabitants engag·ed in aiding the prosecution 
of the war."* 

Although it would be idle to question the 
zeal and industry of any one of our three histo
rians, l\1 r. Thomson alone has declared that the 
British " cut open the bedding of the citi2ens 
to augment the flames; destroyed the public 
stages ; maimed the horses; cut to pieces the 

private baggage of the passengers; tore the 
cloathing of some of the inhabitants from their 
backs; and left to others those only which they 
wore; in short, robbing private travellers on the 
highway of their money and appareL" Mr. 
Thomson next affirms that, " when several 
ladies of the first distinction" had taken refuge 
" in· a spacious and elegant private mansion," 

a British officer " was entreated to suffer this 

house, at least, to escape the general conflagra
tion; but, as he was obeying the orders of 

admiral Cockburn, the most he could do was to 
suspend his purpose, until those unprotected 

*North American Review, Vol. V. p. 162. 
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women could prevail upon the admiral to coun· 
termand them.''* That the latter part of this 
statement is utterly false, appears by the testi
mony of one of the sufferers ; one who dates his 
letter from the spot ; who complains that the 
destruction of Havre de Grace has '" ruined" 
him; and who, therefore, must write with 
highly irritated feelings against the British. He 
says : " The inhabitants fled at the approach 
of the sailors, and the women took shelter in 
the house of Mr. Mark Pringle; which a party 
was proceeding to destroy, when Mr. Pringle, 
with a flag, met them, and they very readily 
desisted."t 

One would suppose that the destruction, by 
an enemy, of 45 pieces of cannon, chiefly long 
32 and 2'1-pounders, would have appeared 
of sufficient national importance, to engage the 
attention of such as profess to detail the events 
of a war. But it was necessary to cast every 
possible odium upon the British, and therefore 
highly impolitic to admit that they performed a 
single act of legitimate wm·fare. Mr. Thomson 
is the only editor who deplores the loss ''of 50 
pieces of elegant cannon ;" but he makes 
amends for his unguarded acknowledgment, by 
ucclaring, that the furnace which was battered 
down, was " private property," and that the 

*Sketches of the War, p. 210. 

t Philadelphia Gazette, May 4, 1813. 
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British, " as the last act of atrocity with which 
this expedition was destined to be marked, tore 
up a small bridge, constructed over a deep, 
though narrow creek, and over which travellers 
of every description were obliged to pass, or 
venture through a wider channel, at the immi
nent hazard of their li ''es." '*' So that a small 
party, on shore in an enemy's country, and ex
pecting to be attacked by an enragerl popula
tion, collecting from all points, are to leave 
standing a bridge, by which alone, probably, 
their posit!on can be assailed; because, forsooth, 
the destruction of that bridge ""ould compel the 
inhabitants to " venture thmugh a wider chan
nel, at the imminent hazard of their lives." 
This is such a refinement in warfare, as we did 
not expect to hear broached by an American. 
Doctor Smith and M1·. O'Connor, although they 
ba\·e added to the list of enormities committed 
by the British, that of burning " J.\t1r. Hughes's 
foundery ,"have t·ejected the story of the bridge, 
as too ridiculous even for them to publish. 

l\fr. O'Connor, with a fellow-feeling, perhaps, 
extols highly the courage and enthusiasm of his 
friend O'Neill. This contemptible old wretch, 
when taken on board the rear-admiral's ship, 
cried bitterly; exclaiming every now and then, 
"God bless king George-1 detest the Americans, 
-will do all I can to save the British," &c. &c. 

* Sketches of the War, p. 211. 
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Next day his daughter, an interesting youn.g 
woman, came on board, and begged hard for Ius 
discharge ; urging that he had a large family 
dependant on him for support. Her tears pre
vailed, and she carried her father on shore. In 
a week or ten days afterwards, rear~admiral 
Cockburn had occasion to go on board the San 
Domingo, when, to his great surprise, admiral 
'Varren showed him a letter he had just received 
from the American secretary of state, declaring, 
if a hair of O'Neil's head was hurt, what his 
gm·ernment would do, &c. This ludicrous 
application was replied to in a proper manner, 
and the affair ended. 

On the night of the 5th of ]\Jay, the same 
party of British marines and artille•·y-n1en again 
embarked in the boats, and proceeded up the 
river Sassafras, separating the counties of Kent 
and Cecil, towards the villages of George-town 
and Frederick-town, situate on opposite sides 
of the river, nearly faci1~g each other. Ha,·ing 
intercepted a small boat with two of the inha
bitants, rear-admiral Cockhurn halted the de
tachment, about two miles ft·om the town ; and 
then sent forward the h\·o Americans in their 
boat, to warn their countn'men ao-ainst actino-. J 0 0 

~n the same rash mat)uer as the people of Havre 
de Grace had done; assuring them that, if they 
did, their towns would inevitably 1neet with a 
~imilar fate ; but that, on the co1;trary, if they 
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did not attempt resistance, no injury should lie 
done to them or their towns; that vessels and 
public property only, would be seized; that 
the strictest discipline would be maintained; 
and that whatever provision or other property 
of individuals the rear-admiral might require 
for the use of the squadron, would be instantly 
paid for in its fullest value.'* The two Ameri
cans agreed in the propriety of this; said there 
l\-·as no attery at either of the towns ; that they 
would willingly deliver the message, and had 
no doubt the inhabitants would be peaceably 
disposed. 

After waiting a considerable time, the rear
admiral advanced higher up; and, when within 
about a mile from the towns, and between two 
projecting points of land which compelled the 
boats to proceed in close order, a heavy fire 
was opened upon them from one field-piece, 
and, as conjectured, 3 or 400 militia, divided and 
entrenched on the opposite sides of the river. 
The 'tire was promptly returned, and the rear
admiral pushed on shore with the marines; 
but, the instant the American militia observed 
them fix their bayonets, they fled to the woods, 
and "ere neither seen nor beard of afterwards. 
All the houses, excepting those whose owners had 
continued peaceably in them, and taken no part 
in the attack, were forthwith destroyed; as were 

* App. No. 10. 
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four vessels lying in the river, together with 

some stores of sugar, of lumber, of leather, and 

other merchandize. On this occasion, five of 

the British were wounded. One of the Ameri

cans who entreated to have his property saved, 

wore military gaiters; and had, no doubt, as

sisted at the firing upQn the British. Agreeably 

to his request, however, his property was left 
untouched. 

Mr. Thomson says: " The invaders re gal-
• lantly ressisted more than half an hour, when 

they effected a landing; and, marching towards 

the town, compelled the militia to retire. Co

lonel Veazy effected his retreat in excellent 

order."* To prove that this was a gallant 
affair, Mr. Thomson has made the American 
force "about 80 militia, and one small cannon," 

and the British force " 18 barges, each carrying 

one great gun, and manned altogether by 000 
.men."* 1\'lr. O'Connor contents himself with 

accusing us of burning the unprotected villages 
of Frederick and George-town. 

On his way down the river, the rear-admiral 
visited a tolnl 51ituated on a branch of it. Here 

~ part of the inhabitants actually pulled off to 

him;· and, requesting to shake hands, declared 

he should experience no opposition whaLever. 
The rear-adntiral accordingly landed, with the 

officers, and, chiefly out of respect to his rank, a 

• Sketches of the War, p. 212. 
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small personal guard. Among those that came 
to greet him, on his landing, were observed two 
inhabitants of George- town. These men, as 
weH as an inhabitant of the place who had been 
to George-town to see what was going on, 
had succeeded in persuading the people to adopt, 
as their best security, a peaceable demeanor. 
Having ascertained that there were no public 
property nor warlike stores, and obtained, upon 
payment of the full value, such articles as were 
wanted, the rear-admiral and his party re-em
barked. Soon afterwards, a deputation was sent 
from Charlestown, on the north-east river, to 
assure the rear.admiral, that the place was con.., 
sidered as at his mercy; and, similar assurances 
coming from other places in the upper part of 
the Chesapeake, the rear.admiral and his light 
squadron retired from that quarter. 

None of the American historians notice the 
lenient conduct observed towards the inhabi
tants of the two last-mentioned towns ; unless 
we are to consider l\1r. Thomson as glancing at 
the subject, when he complains of " the 
treachery of some citizens of the republic." 
These editors find rclief for their rancorous spirit 
either way. If the inhabitants preserve their 
towns by not opposing us, they are " traitors, 
tories, or British agents:" if they make resist
ance ; and their towns, sharing the fate of other 

VO L . !J. £ 
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stormed places, are burnt, we are " vile incen

diaries, unprincipled marauders." 
lVIuch is said by American editors, about 

robbing the inhabitants of their cattle and live 
stock ; but the truth is, the farmers themselves 
considered the British squadron in the Cbesa. 
peake as their hest market. .Not contented, 
howeyer, with getting the highest prices for 
their stock, smalJ as well as large; their eggs, 

butter, milk, cheese, garden-stuff, &c. they fre
quently practised upon their liberal purchasers 
the grossest impositions. 

One writer, doctor Smith, alluding to the 
proceedings in the Cbesapeake, expresses him- . 
self thus: " History blushes to recapitulate the 
depredations and conflagrations which were 
here perpetrated. The pen of the histori~n 

-cannot record one solitary exploit of honorab)e 
warfare, worthy the arms of an heroic nation. 
The outrages of their sailors and marines 
were to the last degree shocking and indefen
sible. They committed indiscriminate havoc upon 
every species of p1·ivate property along the slaol'ffl 

of the bay, and on the margin of its inlets."• 
This is the very language that was used 

by the " National lntelligencer," '' National 
Advocate," '' Democratic Press," and other 
American newspapers, " known to be frienrllj~ 

*History of lhc Cnitc1l States, \Tol. 111. p. 282. 
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to the war/' for the double purpose of preju
dicing the British character in the eyes of 
the other nations of Europe, and of tilling 
the ranks of the American anny from among 
the western, or Kentucky patriots. Ame
rican citizens of the first consequence, in Bal. 
timore, Annapolis, and \Yash1ngton, when they 
have gone on board the British Chesapeake 
squadron, as they frequently did, with flags, to 
obtain passports, or ask other tarors, and these 
inflammatory paragraphs were shown to them, 
never failed to declare, with appm·ent shame, 
that they had been penned without the slightest 
regard to truth, but merely to instigate their 
ferocious countrymen in the western states 
to rally round the American standard. -Yet 
does the sober historian of the l1nited States not 
'' blush" to record as truth these party-serving 
lies. Such statements soil the historic page; 
and, by their influence on the passions, ma:..
tend, at some future day, to rekindle the flames 
of n•ar between the two nations. 

Fortunately, we have American testimony to 
aid us in repelling the principal charge advanced 
against the British by this nest of calumniators. 
" They (the British) were always," says the 
writer in the Review, " desirous of making a 
fair purchase, and of paying the full value of 
wh~t they received; and, it is no more than 

E 2 
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justice to the enemy to state that, in some 
instances, money was left behind, in a conspi
cuous place, to the full amount of what had been 

taken away." • 
We in England may find it difficult to consi

der, as soldiers, men neither embodied nor drett 
in regimentals. That circumstance has not es· 
caped the keen discernment of the American 
government: hence we are so often charged, in 
proclamations and other state-papers, with 
attacking the ''inoffensive citizens of the repub
lic.'' The fact is, every man in the United States, 
under 45 years of age, is a militia.man ; and, 
during the war, attended in his turn, to be 
drilled, or" trained." He had always in his pos
session either a musket or a rifled-barrel piece; 
knew its use from his infancy; and with it, 
therefore, could do as much execution in a 
smock frock or plain coat, as if he wore the most 
splendid uniform. These soldiers in citizens· 
dresses were the 1nen whom rear-admiral Cock
burn so frequently attacked and routed ; and 
who, when they had really acted up to the 
character of" non-combatants," were invariably 
spared, both in their persons and properties. 
The rear-admiral wished them, for their own 
sakes only, to re~nain neutral; but general 
Hull, in his famous proclamation, prepared 

• North American RcTicw, Vol. Y. p. lb8. 
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with so much care at '\\rashington, invited the 
Canadian people to become open traitors to their 
country; and visited upon them that refused, 
all "the horrors and calamities of war."* 

On the 12th of June the boats of the Narcissus 
42, containing about 40 men, under the com
mand of lieutenant Crit·ie, first of that ship, and 
of lieutenant P. Savage, of the marines, were 
despatched up York river, in the Chesapeake, 
to cut out the United States' schooner Surveyor, 
mounting six 12-pound carronades. Captain S. 
Travis, her commander, had furnished each of 
his men with two muskets. They held their 
fire until the British were within pistol-shot ; 
but the latter pushed on, and finally carried the 
vessel by boarding, with the loss of three men 
killed, and six wounded. Captain Travis had 
five men wounded. His crew amounted to 16;t 

and so gallant was their conduct, as well as 
that of their commander, in the opinion of 
lieutenant Cririe, that that officer returned 
captain Travers his sword, accompanied by a 
letter, not less complimentary to him than 
creditable to the writer.+ l\1r. Thomson has 
added, " a tender'' to the boats of the frigate; 
and declat·es that the force of the British was 
" nine times superior"§ to that on board the 
Surveyor. Lieutenant Cririe's letter would 

*Vol. I. App. No. 4. 

t App. No. 10. 

+ American Nav. Mon. p. 219 

~ Skctche~ of the War, p. 213. 
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have set this nmtter right, and conferred an 

honor upon the British commanding officer: 

either ot wl1ich reasons would suffice to prevent 

its appearauct> in the pages of the ''Sketches of 

the \\ ar/' None of the other historians have 

noticed the action. 
Admiral \\rarren, ·who had left the Chesapeake 

for Bermuda, returned to his command early 

in June ; bt·i ng·ing with him, according to 

newspaper-account, a detachment of battalion 
marines, 1800 strong; 300 of the 102d regiment; 

250 of the Independent Foreigners, or Canadian 
chasseurs; and 300 of tlte royal marine-artillery : 

total 2650 men. 
On the 18th of June H.l.\'1. S. Junon, of 46 

guns, anchored in Hampton roads; and captain 
Sanders despatched his boats to capture or 

destroy any vessels that might be found at the 

entrance of James's river. Commodore John 

Cassin, the naval commanding-oflker at . 101·folk, 
obsen ing this, directed the 15 gun-Loats at that 
t-itation to be nu1nned with an additional num• 

her of seamen and marines fmm the Constella

tion frigate, then moored at the navy~Jat·d, also 

with 50 infantry from Craney Island; and, under 

the command of captain Tarbin, to attempt the 

capture or uestruction of the Junon.· 

It was not till about 4 P.i\1. on the 20th, that 

this fonuidable flotilla, armed with upwards of 

30 guns, half of which were long 32 a••d ~4-
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poandea·s., and manned with, at lt>ast, 500 men, 
commenced its attack upon the Junon, then 
lying becalmed. Captain Sanders warmly 
returned their fire with his long eighteens; 
hoping that they 'vould soon Yenture to app1·oach 
' ithin reach of his carronades. This the gun
boats carefully aYoided; and, between them and 
the frigate, a distant cannonade, vt>ry slightly 
injurious to either party, was maintained for about 
three quarters of an hour. A breeze now sprang 
up; which enabled the Barrosa, of -t2, and tL e 
Laurestinus, of 28 guns, lying about five rnilts 
off, to get under weigh, in the hope to have a 
share in the amusement. The Junon, also, was 
at this time under sail, using her best etlorts to 
give a more serious complexion to the contest ; 
bu_t commodore Cassin, wuo, as he assures us, 
was in his boat during the whole of the action, 
considering that the flotilla had done enough to 
entitle him to display both his fighting, and his 
litera•·J q uali.fications, in an official letter~ very 
prudently ordered the 15 gun-boats to make the 
best of their way back to Norfolk. 

Commodore Cassin's letter* will afford a 
richer treat, ·wlwn it is known, that the J unon, 
so " severely handled" as to he placed " upon 
a deep careen, with a number of boats and 
stages round her," received only one or two shots 
in her hull, and sustained no other loss than one 

* App. No. 12. 
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man killed. Three of the gun-boats are stated 
to have received damage; one man is also 
acknowledged to ha\'e been killed, and two 
men wounded. The Barrosa, a 42-gun frigate, 
is undet· 950 ''a razee" from 1640 to 1700 tons;"' ' vet the American commodore could discover 
~o difference between those two classes of ships. 
Mr. Thomson 1s the only editor who has recorded 
this gun-boat exploit. He declares the Junon 
was "much shattered;" that "the Americans 
had 16 guns, the British, 150 and upwards;" 
that " captain Tarbell's conduct, as well as 
that of lieutenants Gardner, Henly, and others,. 
r-eceived the fulle~t approbation of the sur .. 
rounding garrisons, apd of the-citizens of Nor ... 
folk."t 

The appearance of the two frigates and sloop 
in Hampton roads soon brought to Norfolk and 
its vicinity as many as 10000 militia; and the 
works, recently constructed there, were all 
manned, ready for defending that important 
post. At Hampton, ;l]so, a militia force had 
assembled ; and batteries were el'ecting, in case 
that town should prove the object of attack. 

On the 20th of June, 13 sa1l of British 
ships, consisting of three 74s, a 64 annee en 

,flute, fom· frigates, and five sloops, transports, 
;:tnd tenders, lay at anchor; the nearest within 
~even, the furthest off within thirteen, miles 
¥ Jam~s·s Nav! Occurr.11. :u. Sketches of the War, p. 'U4• 
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of Craney Island. An assemblage of boats 
at the sterns of several of the ships, on the 
afternoon of that day, gave no very unequivocal 
notice to the people on sh01·e, that some expe
dition was on foot. Accordingly, " Craney 
Island being rather weakly manned,"• the com
manding officer at Norfolk sent 150 of the 
Constellation's seamen and marines, to a bat
tery of 18-pounders on the north-west, and 
about 480 Virginia militia,t exclusive of officers, 
to reinforce a detachment of artillery, stationed 
with two 24 and four 6-pounders on the west, 
side of the island. Captain Tarbell's 15 gun
boats were also moored in the best position fot· 
contributing to the defence of the post. 

Aftet· two days' parade of boats and bustle 
among the British ships, a division of 17 or 18 
boats, at day-light on the morning of the 22d, 
depart~d with about 800 men, under major
general Beckwith, round the point of Nan
semond ri,·er, and landed them at a place 
called Pig's point, near to the narrow inlet 
separating the main from Craney Island. Owing 
to some erro1· in ibe arrangements, unexpected 
obstacles presented themselves. An attack from 
that quarter being therefore considered hopeless, 
and the position itself not tenable, the troops, 
in the course of the day, re-embarked, and 
returned to the squadron. 

* App. No. u. t Sketches of the ·war, p. 213, 
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A second division of boats, 15 in number, 
containing a detachment of 500 men, from the 
I<Yld regiment, Canadian chasseurs, and batta• 
lion-marines, and about 200 seamen, the who]e 
under the command of captain Pechell, of the 
St. Domingo, arrived, at about 11 o'clock in the 
forenoon, off the north-west side of the island, 
directly in front of the battery manned by the 
Coustellation's men. · G1·eat difference of opinion 
prevailed among the officers engaged in the 
expedition, about the propriety of ntaking the 
attack at that time of tide, it being then the ebb. 
Captains Hancbett, Maude, and Romilly of the 
engineers, . were decidedly against it; captain 
PecheH was for it; and he, being the senior 
()fficer, of course carried his point. Captain 
Hanchett then volunteered to lead the boats to 
the attack ; \l'hich he was permitted to do. 

Captain Hanchett's boat was the Diadem ·s 
launch, carrying a -24-pound carronade, the 
only boat so · armed in the di,, i~ion. He had 
taken his station about 60 yards a-h~1d of the 
other bo.ats; and \vas pulling;, under a very 
heavy and long-continued fire from the batterie~-, 
directly in front of them, when his boat unfor
tunately took the gTound, at the distance of 
about lOO yards from the muzzles of the enemy's 
guns. Captain Hanchett, "lw had been pre
viously standing up in his boat, aniu-.ating his 

men to hasten forward, now wrapiJed round his 
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body a union jack, and prepared to wade on shore 
to storm thP American batter.v. At that instant 

one of the ~-;eamen, havin~ plunged his boat
hook over the side, found three or fimr feet of 
slimy mud at the bottom. A check thus effec
tuadJ' gi,·eu to a daring enterprise, in which all 
were ~o r·eadJ to join, captain l-:lanchett waved 

his hat for thP boats a-!-.tern to keep a-float. In 
the hurry of pulling and ardor of the men , 

this "ar·ning ''as disregarded; and one or two 
of the boats grounded. Two others, owing to 
their laa\'ing recei,·ed some shot that had passed 

through the sails of the Diadem's launch, sank. 
In the meanwhile, the Americans at the battery, 

well an·are of the shoal. had anticipated what 

happened; and, feeling their own security, 
pou red iu their grape and canister with destruc

tive effect. A 6-pound shot , which had passed 
through a lau nc h on the starboard side of 

captain Hanchett's boat, and killed and wounded 
se,·eral men, struck that officer on the hip, and 

he instantly fe11 ; but \vas quickly on his leg'S 
again. \\.hi le he was assisting to save the 

men that were struggling in the water, irr 
consequen ce of their boat having been sunk, a 
lan o- rid •re shot entered his left thi o·h This o-al-e ~"~ o • o 

lant officer stood as long as he could, and 

then fainted. A little water, however, restored 

him;_ and, after seeing the boats withdrawn 

.from the fire, captain Hanchett went to the rear 

an d reported himsel( to captain Pechell: that 
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done, the wounded captain ordered himself to 
be shifted· into a lighter boat, which conveyed 
him to his own ship, the Diadem, then lying at 

anchor twelve miles off. 
While the men from the sunken boats, and 

who consisted chiefly of the Canadian chasseurs, 
or Independent Foreigners, were struggling for 
their lives in the water and mud, the Constella
tion's marines, and the American infantry, 
\vaded a short distance into the water, and 
deliberately fired at them. ,\'.hen informed of 

the circum~tance, the American authorities, very 
naturally, declared it untrue: as had been fre
.q uently done before, too, '' an investigation was 
ordered;" and which, of course, " resulted in 
a complete refutation of the allegations."* But, 
the fact having passed in full view, not only of 
the officers and men in the other boats, but of 
sir T. Sidney Beck with and his party, from 
their position on the main-land, any attempts at 
denial could only add to the enormity of the 
Qffence. 

Huddled together, as the boats were, when they 
struck the ground; and that within canister
range of a battery, which kept upon tht>m an 
incessant fire of more than two hours' duration, 
it required no very expert artilleri~ts to !\ink 
three of the boats, and to kill three men and 
wound sixteen ; especially when aided h\ the . ~ 

muskets of those humane indi,·idual · • ho waded 

• History of the United States, Vol. Ill. P• 285. 
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into the water to fire at the drowning c1·ews. 
ln~luding 10 seamen, 62 are rt}ported a~ 

missing.• Of these, it appears, 40 gained the 
shore, and " deserted" to the Americans. As • more than that number of missing appear to 
haYe belonged to the two foreign companies, this 
creates no surprise; espeeially as the only alter
native left to the men was to become p1·isoners 
of war. Admitting the American statement to 
be correct, 22 must have perished in the water; 
the majority of whom, owing to the proximity 
of the sinking boats to the Diadem's launch, 
and the strenuous exertions of captain Hanchett 
and his men to save the drowning crews, must 
have dropped beneath the merciless bullets 
of the American troops. The whole loss on 
our side, which, as we have seen, amounted to 
~1, has been magnified by the American editors, 
to 200 ; and they add, with a degree of 
exultation, rendered ridiculous by the powerless 
condition to which accident had reduced the 
inYading party, that " on the side of t~P 
invaded, not a man was either killed or 
wounded." 

One American editor makes the British force 
that arrived in front of the is]and-battery 
" about 4000 men," many of whom were 
Ftench, t and those that landed on the main 
" upwards of 800 soldierB ;" yet, in the n~ry 

• App. N~ .. 13. t 5ketcltcs oft!te \V<tr, p. ~ l 5. 
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next page, he deelares that " 3000 Briti.Jl 
soldiers, sailors, and marines, were opposed- to 
480 Virginia militia, and 150 sailors and 
·marines.:'* The batteries \\'ere nothing in the 
account, although Mr. Thomson had ju~t done 
telling us what destruction they had caused. 
Another editor, Mr. O'Connor, d..-dar~s that 
'' 1500 men attempted to land in front of the 
island ;t and that the force that landed on the 
main was " reported., by deserters and others, 
to exceed 3000 men."+ The postcript to com ... 
modore Cassin's letter states, that " the number 
of the enemy engaged in the attack was nearly 
3000 ;":!: implying, of course, that those not 
engaged were excluded from the estimate. 
Another writer, whose zeal it would be_ criminal 
to ,question, says:-" An attempt was made 
against Craney Js1and, by a force exceeding 
1200 men; who were repulsed with disgrace by 
700 raw troops, sailors and marines, without 
·the loss of a man."ll \\-e have, in addition to 
l.VI r. Thomson's, general\\ ilkinson ·s high autho~ 
rity for ~tating·, th:.~t a part of the in,-adiog fore~ 
consisted of~' a corps designated' clwsse~trs Bri
tanniqucs,' composed of foreign renegadoes under 
British officers." 11 

It is surprising with what facility the 1\ merican 

* Sketches of the War, p. ':! 16. + A N lq + PP· o. •· 
t Hist. of t.he \Var, p. 171. 

11 Wilkinson's l\lcm. Vol. I. p. 733. 
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historian can, by his powers of distortion, con· 
vert every event he 1·ecords to the national 
advantage. The check which the expedition 
experienced, when the Diadem's launch and 
two or three of the foremost boats struck the 
ground, is rep1·esented as "a momentary pause" 
caused by the "galling fire from the battery ;"• 
and to prove, decided I y, the existence of no 
other obstacle to the landing of the British, than 
~' this gallant resistance by the naval division 
on the island," Mr. Thomson follows up his 
" momentary pause" with,-'' Every attempt to 
approach the shore having heretofore failed, the 
enemy determined on returning· to his shipping 
with as little delay as possible."* Not one of 
the other historians mentions a word about the 
British boats having grounded : all was effected 
bJ' the '' invincible American seamen and 
marines." \Ye have seen already, and shall see 
again, as we proceed, that the American editors, 
in their histories, and the American commanders, 
in their official letters, can, when the occasion 
serves, magnify a difficulty, be it ever so slight, 
into one which no bravery can surmount. 

The policy of attacking Craney Island, as a 
m~ans of getting at Norfo']k, has been much 
questioned; but there can be only one opinion, 
surely, about the wisdom of sending boats, in 
broad day-light, to feel their way to the shore, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 215. t App. Nf~. 1~. 
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over shoals and mud-banks ; and that in the 
very teeth of a formidable battery. Unlike 
most other nations, the Americans in particular., . 
the British when engaged in expeditions of this 
nature, always rest their hopes of success upon 
valor rather than numbers. But still, had the 
veil of darkness been allowed to screen the 
boats from view, and an hour of the night 
chosen, when the tide had covered the shoals 
with deep water, the same little party might 
have carried the batteries ; and a defeat, as 
disgraceful to those that caused, as honorable 
to those that suffered in it, been converted into 
a victory. As it was, the atfa_ir of Craney Island, 
dressed up to advantage in the American official 
account, and properly commented upon by the 
government--editors, was hailed throughout the 
union as a glorious triumph, fit for Ameri
cans to achieve. 

On the night of the 25th of June, the effective 
men of the 102d regiment, Canadian chasseurs, 
and battalion-marines; also, three companies 
of ship's marines, the whole amounting to about 
!000 men, commanded by major-general Beck
with, embarked in a division of boats, placed 
under the orders of rear-admiral Cockburn 

' and covered by the i\lohawk sloop, and the. 
la1,1nches of the squadron. About half an 
hour before day-light on the 26th, the ad
l'ance, . cqns:.!:1ing of about 650 men, aloug 
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with two 6-pounders, under lieutenant-colonel 
Napier", ]anded two miles to the ·westward 
of Hampton, a town about 18 miles from 
Norfolk, and separated from it by Hampton
roads. Shortly afterwards, the main body, 
consisting of the royal marine· battalions under 
lieutenant-colonel \\' illiams, landed ; and the 
whole mo\'ed forward. 

A full detail of the little skirmishes that 
ensued with, certainly, a very inferior body of 
militia, will be found in Admiral \\rarren's and 
sir Sydney Beckwith's despatches.* As might 
be expected, the town, and its se,·en pieces of 
cannon, fell into our hands, after a trifling loss 
of five killed, 33 wounded, and 10 missing;'*' 
or, according to l\1 r. Thorn son, of " 90 killed 
and l20 ·wounded."t The Aruericans admit a 
loss of se\'en killed, 12 '''ounded, 11 missing·, 
and one prisoner; total 3I.t 

Our force, on this occasion, has been, by the 
American editors, more fairly stated than 
usual; but they have contrived to make it 
up, by proportionably -diminishing their own. 
l\1r. Thomson teJls us that, early in June, from 
" the suspicious movements and . menacing atti
tudes" of the British squadrDn··tying i'n Hamp
ton-roarls, ,, the citizens of a1l the surrounding 
towns became apprehensive of an ·attack;" that 

• App. Nos. 14 ·and 15. 

t !~ketches or'the vvir, f:>. 24o. 
VOL. 11. F 
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'' at Norfolk the n1ilitia force very soon con
sisted of 10000 men ;" but that " at Hampton, 
a force of not more than 450 bad yet been 
organized." After the British squadron had 
practised, during three weeks, '' suspicious 
movements and menacing attitudes," in tbP. 
very front of Hampton, within 18 miles of which, 
'' 10000 men'' had already been collected, 
Mr. Thomson gravely enumerates the force that 
resisted the British, when they attacked and 
carried the town of Hampton, at '' 438 men ;"• 
a smaller number even, than, at the very com
mencement of these" suspicious movements and 
menacing attitudes," be admits, had then been 
organized. Upon the whole, therefore, we shall 
incur no risk of over-rating the American force 
at Hamilton, by fixing it at 1000 men. 

A subJect next presents itself for investigation, 
upon which it is painful to proceed. As soon 
as the Americans were defeated, and dri¥en 
fr.,m Hampton, the British troops, or rather, 
" the foreign renegadoes," (for they were the 
principals), forming part of the advanced force, 
commenced perpetrating upon the defenceless 
inhabitants acts of rapine and ,·iolence, which 
unvitying custom has, in some degree, rendered 
inseparable from places that have been carri£>d 
by storm ; but which are as revolting to human 
nature, as they are disgraceful to the flag 

* Skckhc:. of the War, p. '.US. 
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that would sanction them. The instant these 
circumstances of atrocity reached the ears of the 
British commanrling officer, orders were given 
to search for, and bring in, all the Canadian 
chasseurs distributed through the town; and, 
when so brought in, a guard was set over them. 
The officers could do no more : they could not 
be at every man's elbow, as he roamed through 
the conntry in search of plunder ;-and plunder 
the soldier claims as a right, and will have, when 
the enemy has compelled him to force his way 
at the point of the bayonet. 

No event of the war was so greeted by the 
government-editors, as the affair at Hampton. 
All the hireling pens in the United States were 
put in requisition, till tale followed tale, each 
out-doing the last in- horror. The language of 
the brothel was exhausted, and that of Billing_s
gate s•npassed, to in vent sufferings for the 
American women, and terms of reproach for 
their British ravishers. Instances were not only 
magnified, but multiplied, tenfold; till the 
whole republic rang with peals of execration 
against the British character and nation. A few 
of the boldest of the anti-go\'ernment party 
stood up to undeceive the public, but the voice 
of reason was drowned in the general c1amour; 
and it became as dang·erous, as it was use)e~s, to 
attempt to gain a hearing. The "George-town 
federal Republican," qf .July 7, a newspaper 

1' 2 
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published just at the verge of Washington·city, 

and whose editor has the happy priviledge of 

remaining untainted amidst a corrupted atmo

sphere, contains the fo11owing account:-" The 

statement of the women of Hampton being 

l'iolated by the British, turns out to be fal~e. 

A correspondence upon that subject and the 

pillage said to have been committed there, has 

taken place between general Taylor and admiral 

w-arren. Some plundet· appears to ha,·e been 

committed, but it was confined to the French 

troops employed. Admiral \Varren complains, 

on his part, of the Americans, having continued 

to fire upon the strugg·Jing crews of the barges, 

after they were sunk."* 

It will be scarcely necessary to mention, that, 

so far from the above statement, or any thing 

at all resembling it, appearing in the American 

histories from which we occasiona1h- extract -. ' 
the most violent paragraphs out of the most 

violent journals, have alone thCJ.t high houor 

assigned to. them. One author, the reverend 

doctor Smith, has, unfortunately ,-heedless how 

he prostituted his fmperior talents,-dressed up 

these calumnies in far more elegant language 

than either of his contemporaries. 

Almost immediately after the affair at Hamp .. 

ton, captain Smith, \Vho commanded the two 

companies of Canadian cllasseurs, waited upon 
• Sec p. 60. 
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the commander-in-chief, and informed him that, 
having remonstrated with his men for their 
behaviour at Hampton, they, one and all, 
declared, that they would show no quarter to 
any American whatever, in consequence of their 
comrades having· been so basely fired at, when 
without arms, in the water, before the batteries 

at Craney Island. Upon captain Smith's ex- . 
pressing himself convinced that these foreigners 
would act up to their determination, sir John 
'Varren ordered the two companies away from 
the Ameriean coast; and, although troops were 
subsequently much wanted in that quarter, the 
Canadian chasseurs, or Independent foreigners, 
were never again employed in the British 
se niCe. 

On the 11th of July, sir John \Varren detached 
1·ear-admiral Cockburn, with the Sceptre 74, 
(into which ship he had now shifted his flag,) 
the Romulus, Fox, and Nemesis, all arrnee en 

flute, the Conflict gun-brig, and Highflyer and 
Cockchafer t~nders; having on board the 103d 
regiment, of about 500 rank and file, • and a 
small detachment of artillery, to Ocracoke 
harbor,situate on the North-Carolina coast; for 

the purpose of putting an end to the commerce 
carried on from that port, by means of inland 
navigation, and of destroying any vessels that 

mi8ht be found there. During the night of the 

* Afterwards sent to the Canadas. 
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12th, the squadron arrived off Ocracoke bar; 
and, at two o'clock on the following morning, 
the tt·oops were embarked in their boats; which, 
~.ccompanied by the Conflict and tenders, pulled 
in three divisions, towards the shore. Owing 
to the great distance and heavy swell, the 
advanced division, commanded by lieutenant 
Westphall, first of the Sceptre, did not reach 
the shoal-point of the harbor, behind which two 
large armed vessels were seen at anchor, till 
considerably after day-light: consequently, the 
enemy was fully prepared for resistance. The 
instant the boats doubled the point, they were 
fired upon by the two vessels; hut lieutenant 
W estphall, under cover of some rockets, pulled 
direcity for them; and, had just got to the brig's 
bows, when her crew cut the cables and aban
doned her. The schooner's colours were hauled 
down by the enemy about the same time. The 
latter -vessel pro"ed to be the Atlas, letter of 
maa·que, of Philadelphia, mounting 10 guns, and 
measuring· 240 tons: the former, the Anaconda, 
letter of marque, of New York, tnounting 18long 
9-pounrlers, and m~asuring 387 tons. 

In the course of the morning the troops were 
landed, and took possession of Ocracoke and 
the town of Portsmouth, without the slightest 
opposition. The inhabitants behaved with 
civility'· and their property was, in conseque ce, 
uot molested ; although both J\1 r. Thompson 
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and Mr. O'Connor have stated differently. One 

says : - " About 3000 men were landed at 
Portsmouth ; where they destroyed the private 
property of the inhab'tants, and treated the 
place with no more forbearance than they had 
shewn at Georgetown and Fredericktown.'~• 

~~ r. O'Connor makes the attacking party amouut 

to no more than " between 7 and 800 ;" de
clares that '' the country was pillaged and laid 
waste by the enemy for several miles ;"t and, 
having found out that some women died, and 
others were taken ill, in the neighbourhood, 
about the time of the attack, supposes that it 
aJI arose from " apprehensions of being treated 
like the unfortunate females at Hampton."t
After remaining on shore for two days, rear
admiral Cockburn, wit.h his troops and seamen, 
re-embarked ; not, it would appear, because he 
.had performed the service entrusted to him, 
but-on account of his " not feeling himself 
competent to the attack on Newborn, now that 
ih citizens were preparing to receive him."* 
No sooner had the British departed, than the 
American militia flocked to the post; thus. 
presenting us with a new system of military 
defence. 

*Sketches o( theW ar, p. 2~4. t History of theW ar, p. 178. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Commencement of tlte campaign of1814-Spirited 
capture, by militia, qf a superior detachment uf 
American regulars, on tlze Thames, D. C.~ Unsuc· 
cessjul assault upon an American log-redoubt
Contemplated re"capturc of Fort-Niaga·ra, and 
allack upon Kingston--Major-general Broum's 
mistake- His m·rival at Bujfaloe- Gene1·al 
Wilkinson's plan of obst1·ucting the Richelieu
American incursion into Lower Cauada-Assem
blage of gene·ral TVilkinson's army at Champlain 
-His advance to, and attack upon, La Colle 
mill- Intrepid behaviour of the garrison
Repulse of-tlte Americans, and their departur11 
from the province-Anurican defensive prepara ... 
lions at Vergeunes-Briti~lt flotilla un Lak·e 
Clzamplain-ln~tfectual attack upon an Ameri
can batt€ry at Otter Creek-Assault upon, a1ld 
capture of Fort~Osu:ego -Public proptrty found 
there- American illcztrsion into the village of 
Dover, at Long Point; and destruction of all 
the dwelling·-houses and other buildino·s tllere-- ;::, 

Remad.·s on tltat proceeding. 

FROM the languid climate of the Chesapeake~ 
we are again suddenly called to the bracing 
J·egions of the Canada!', against whose towns aad 
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inhabitants the United States' troops were still 
marching·, lYith augmented numbers and reno
''ated hopes. General HatTison's victory had 
placed the western district of Upper Canada, at 
the mercy of every pettydetachmentwhich major
general Cass might send from the garrison of 
Detroit. Earl.v in December the proceedings of 
a foraging party of 44 of general Cass's regulars, 
under lieutenant Larwell, reached the ears of 
l\lr. Hem·y i\Iedcalf, a young man residing near 
Long Point. Although the depredators were 
traversing the banks of the river Thames, full 
120 m 'les off, and the Canadian militia at this 
time disembodied,* lieutenant Medcalf as
sembled three serjeants and seven rank and file 
of his own, the Norfolk militia; and, on the 
16th of the month, commenced his march, 
hoping to gain an accession of volunteers on his 
route. At Fort-Tal bot, distant 65 miles, he was 
joined by one lieutenant, one ensign, one ser
jeant, and seven rank and file of the Middlesex 
militia; also, by a setjeant and six rank and 
file of captain Coleman's provincial dragoons. 
Thus reinforced, lieutenant Medcalf advanced 
to Chatham, about 50 miles further; where he 
was joined by a lieutenant and eight rank and 
file of the Kent militia; making his total num
ber, including officers, 37. 'Vhile at Chat ham, 
the commanding officer of this little expedition 

* Sec p. 5. 
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ascertained, that the objects of his search were 
at a house belonging to one Macrae, situate 
on the river-side. Owing to the length and 
rapidity of the march, eight of the men were 
quite worn out with fatigue. Leaving these, 
therefore, as a guard over the dragoon horses,_ 
lieutenant Medcalf hastened to Macrae's, with 
the remaining 28 of his party. 

On arriving near the house, the door was found 
dosed, and the 45 American regulars had posted 
themselves inside; as if intending to make a 
desperate resistance. Serjeant James M 'Queen, 
{)f the 2d Norfolk militia, took a very ready 
method of gaining admittance: be burst open 
the door with the but-end of his musket. The 
29 Canadian militia-men immediately entered ; 
and, after a short scuffle, in which two of the 
Americans were killed, and three made their es
cape, took as prisoners lieutenants Larwell, FiskJ 
and Davies, two serjeants, two corporals and 33 
rank and file, of the United States' regular army, 
total 40; with theit· arms in their hands. As 
soon as this affair was made known at the ht>ad
q uarters of the right division, lieutenant-ge
neral Drummond promoted Jieuteoant Med
ca]f; and otherwise testified his approbation of 
the juCigment and gallantry which that officer 
had so successfully displayed. One of the pri
vates, Reuben Alwood, present at the attack, 
was still in a w~ak state of health, owing to a 
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se\·ere wound he had received in resisting th 
!:lttack upon the Red House, in November, 1812.* 
A sailor's boarding-pike was then thrust into his 
left eye, and actually passed out at the back of 
his ear ! If 50 American regulars, headed by a 
captain, succeed in capturing seven or eight 
Canadian militia, headed by a corporal, the even t 
finds a place in the pages of an American ''his
tory." Yet we haye searched in vain for any 
American account of the capture of lieutenant 
Larwell, and 39 American regulars, by lieutenant 
1\fedcalf and 28 Canadian militia. 

The re-possession of the Niagara frontier had 
enabled lieutenant-general Dt·ummond, earJy 
in February, to detach a small force of regulars . 
to check the further inroads of the Americans, 
along the Detroit and Lake-Erie shores. A part 
of this force, consisting of the two flank compa
nies of the Royal Scots, the light company of 
the 89th, and a detachment of rangers and Kent 
militia, under captain Caldwell, in all 196 rank 
and file;r was stationed at Delaware-town, an 
Indian village on the banks of the Thames, 
about 34 miles above the Moravian vilJage. 
Late on the night of the 3d of March informa
tion arrived, that an American foraging party 
was at Longwood, about 15 miles along the 
l\1oravian-town road. Accordingly at daylight 
the next morning, captain Basden, of the 89th, 

* See V ol. I. ?· 11 1. t App. No. 16. 
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moved fonyard, wilh the three flank companies 
and the militia; also about .SO Indians, under 
colonel Elliot, of the Indian department. 

The American party consisted of a detach
ment of rangers and mounted infantry, of the 
24th and 28th regiments, amounting to 160 
rank and file, under captain A. H. Holmes, of 
the 24th;* which detachment had been sent 
from Detl·oit, since the 21st of February, by 
lieutenant-colonel Butler, who, in the absence 
of major-general Cass, was now the command
ing officer. Captain Holmes, having gained in
telligence of the approach of the British, fell 
back five miles, to the Twenty-mile Creek; 
where there was a wide and deep ra"·ine, bounded 
on each side by a lofty height. On the western 
height captain Holmes established an encamp
ment, in the form of a holJow square ; covering 
it on three sides with a redoubt, or breastwork, 
of felled trees. Het·e, confiding in the strength 
of his position, the An1erican commander 
awaited the attack of the British. 

On the morning of the 4th of l\Iarch, captain 
Basden, with his detachment, appeared on the 
height facing that on which the enemy was 
posted. The snow was, at this time, about 15 
inches deep, with a strong crust on the top ; 
thus rendering the approach to the enemy's 
entrenchment still 1nore difficult. Those pre-

* App. No. 16. 
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sent, who were well acquainted with the country, 
offet·ed to lead the troops, by a circuitous 1·oute, 
to the rear of the enemy; but captain Basden 
preferred a direct attack, not only as more con
sonant to his own gallant spirit, but, in order 
to shew a good example to the militia, and 
make, as he thought, a lasting impression upon 
the American troops. Captain llasden, having 
directed the militia to make a flank movement 
to the right, and the Indians to do the same to 
the left, dashed, with his regulars, down one 
heig·ht, across the ravine, and up the other 
height, to within about three Jards of the Jog
entrenchment. Here they were received by a 
quick succession of heavy and destructive vol1eys 
from the sheltered Americans; and, after several 
vain but gallant efforts to carry the work, were 
compelled to retire, with the loss of one captain, 
one lieutenant, and 12 rank and tile, killed; and 
one captain, (captain Basden,) one lieutenant, 
fh-e serjeants, and 42 rank and file, wounded ; 
also, one volunteer wounded and taken prisoner, 
and one bug1eman missing; total, 6.5. The loss 
of the Americans, as a proof how completely 
they were sheltered, amounted to no more than 
four killed, and four wounded. The British, 
however, were allowed to retire without any 
pursuit ; and captain Holmes soon afterwards 
abandoned his position. Colonel Butler, in his 
letter, does credit to the ga!lantry of the British; 
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but Mr. Thomson, the only editor who appears 
to have noticed the affair, claims, as usual, 
the whole for his countrymen. 

The Upper Canada peninsula was intendt-d 
to be the first point of serious attack, in the 
campaign of 1814. The object, as txplained in 
Mr. Secretary Armstrong's letter, of date the 
20th of January, was to compel us to abandon 
our frontier posts on that line, including Fort
Niagara; and to prevent our sending detach· 
ments westward, against Amherstburg and De
troit, or against the American shipping at Erie 
and Put-in bay. • For this service, 2400 regulars, 
militia, and Indians, were to be placed under the 
command of colonel Scott.t The recapture of 
Fort-Niagara, which was the principal object, 
was considered to be no difficult task, with 
2-100 men ; because it was known to be " gar· 
1·isoned with only from 250 to 300 men," and 
that the British ,_ kept no g·ua1·ds outside the 
fort.":!: But general \\"ilkinson, a }lOrtion of 
whose troops was to assist in making up this 
force, desirous to monopolize all the glory of 
invading the Canadas, threw obstacles in the 
way, and defeated the plan. 

The Canadian snows ·were allowed to remain 
untrodden by hostile steps, except now and then 
a predatory incursion, for one month longer ; 

• Wilkinson's Mem . Vol. I. p. 614. t Seep. ':!36. 
t Ibid. ::>· 618. . 
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wlaen the American secretary at war, under date 
of February 21st, says to major-general Brown, 
at Sackett's harbor :-'' You will immediately 
consult with commodore Chauncey, about the 
readiness of the fleet for a descent on Kingston, 
the moment the ice lea,·es the lake. If he deems 
it practicable, and you think you have troops 
enough to carry it, you will attempt the expe
dition. In such an event, you will use the 
enclosed as a ruse de guet·re." The '' enclosed" 
was as follows:-'' Public sentiment will no 
longer tolerate the possession ofFort-Niagara by 
the enemv. You will, therefore, move the divi
iiiou which you brought from French Mills, and 
in,·est that post. Go\·ernor Tompkins will 
co-operate with you with 5000 militia; and 
colonel Scott, who is to be made a brigadier, 
will join you. You will receive your instruc
tions at Onondaga Hollow."*-Having to wait 
two months, at least, ere commodore Chauncey's 
fleet could move on the lake, general Bmwn was 
the more easily led to mistake the fictitious, 
for the real, point of attack ; and accordingly 
marched, through snow and water, to Onondaga 
Hollow; a villag·e so named, distant about 70 
miles from Sackett's haruor. Immediately on 
his arri,·al, a brother-officer pointed o~t to h~m 
his error; and hack to Sackett's harbor waded 
the general and his 2000 men: where we will 

*' Wilkinson's M~tmoirs, Vol. I. p. 6·12. 
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leave them to recover from their fatigue; while 
we take a view of operations going on in general 

Wilkinson's neighbourhood. 
Captain Pring's two sloops and gun-boats, or; 

as Mr. Thomson prefers calling them, " the 
British fleet destined to operate upon Lake 
Champlain," had been laid up for the winter at
St. John•s, situate about 40 miles down the 
Richelieu. To prevent this " fleet" from prac
tising the same annoyance which it had done in_ 
the preceding summer, • general lYilkinson 1 

who, ""'ith his army, was still at Plattsburg~ 

sent an officer of engineers, on the 4th of ~larch, 
to reconnoitre, with the Yiew of fortifying, 
Rouse's point, on the Richelieu, distant about 
26 miles from St. John's ; and close to which. 
point is the ship-channel into the lake. Some 
delay occurred in commencing upon, and the 
early breaking up of the ice defeated altogether., 
this most eligible plan. 

The uncommon forwardness of the season 
kept no pace with general '\\-ilkinson's warlike 
spirit. He longed to be at the ~anadians; if 
only to punish them for treating· him so scurvily, 
on his way down the St. Lawrence. Thus bent 
on revenge, the general, on the 19th of ~larch, 
ad,·anced, with his army, from Plattsburg to 
Chazee, on the road to Champlain, a viHage

1 

distant about three miles from the boundary-line; 

* Sec Y ol. I. p. 242. 
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and then detached brigadier-general Macomb, 
with a corps of riflemen, and a brigade of in· 
fan try, in sleighs, across the ice, to Isle la Motte; 
and thence to Swanton, Vermont, near to .Mis· 
sisqui bay, on Lake Champlain. On the 22d 
this corps crossed the line of separation between 
ihe United States and Lower Canada, and took 
possession of Phillipsburg, a village of 60 or 70 
houses, situate on the edge of the bay, about 
one mile within the lines. On the next day some 
cannon followed the detachment ; but, on the 
26th, to the great joy of the suffering inhabitants, 
the American troops, with their artillery, suddenly 
re-crossed the lake to Champlain ; whither the 
general had since advanced, with the main body 
of the army. On the 29th of March, we find 
the general at the head of" 3999," or as, for the 
reader's ease, we shall say, 4000, " combatants, 
including 100 cavalry, and 304 artillerists, with 
11 pieces of artillery."* Against 1800 British 
regulars, and 500 militia, which the general 
assures a council summoned on the occasion, 
are stationed at La Colle milf, distant eight miles 
from Champ1ain, and seven, in an O]Jposite direc
tion, fror~ Isle aux 1\oix, it is determined that the 
army shall immediately proceed. The prepara
tm·y '' general order"t is very full and explicit. 
It is there fixed, that the troops shall " return 
victorious ;" nor are they to '' give ground'' 

• App. No. 17. t lbid, No. 18. 

VOL. 11. 
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against '' double the force of the enemy." To 
provide, also, against any accidental defection; 
and, by way of operating as an additional sti
mulus to glory, on the part of the troops,'' a tried 
setjeant wiJI form a supernumerary rank, and 
instantly put to death any man who goes back.''• 

The American army commenced its short 
march at 10 o'clock on the morning of the 30th; 
and, while the troops are trudging, ancle-deep 
in snow and water, to effect the fourth invasion 
of Canada, we will exhibit our account of the 
British force in the vicinity of the lines. At 
St. John's, distant about 14 miles from Isle aux 
Noix, and 21 from the mouth of La Colle river, 
\Vere stationed, under the command of lieuten
ant-colonel Sir "'Tilliam Williams, of the 13th 
regiment, six battalion-companies of that regi
ment, and a battalion ofCanadian militia ; num
bering, altogether, about 750 rank and file. At 
Isle aux Noix, where lieutenant-colonel Richard 
'\Villiams, of the royal marines, «;Ommanded, 
\Yere stationed the chief part of a battalion of 
that corps, and the two flank companies of the 
13th regiment; in all about 550 rank and file. 
The garrison of La Colle mill, at which major 
Handcock, of the 13th regiment commanded, 
consisted of about 70 of the tnarine-corps, one 
corporal, and three marine-at·tillerymen, captain 
Blake's company of the 13th regiment, and a 

·* . .\pp. No. 18 • 
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small detachment of frontier lig·ht infantry, under 
eaptain Ritter; the whole not exceeding·l80 rank 
and file. At " 'hitman's, on the left bank of the 
Richelieu, distant about two miles from the mill, 
and communicating wilh Isle aux Noix, was the 
remaining battalion-company of the 13th. The 
grenadier-company of the Canadian fencibles, 
under captain Cartwright, and a battalion-com
pany ofvoltigeurs, were stationed at Burton\·ille, 
distant two miles up La Colle river, and where 
there had been a bridge, by which the ditect 
road into the province passed. Thus the whole 
British force stationed within 22 mile3 of La 
Colle mill, and 30 of general Wilkinson's head· 
quarters, amounted, in regulars, to about 1000, 
and, in militia, to about 430, rank and file. 
Yet the general's detailed estimate, upon which 
that presented to the council was founded, places, 
at Isle aux Noix and La Col1e mill, exclusively,_ 
2550 men, and designates the whole, excepting 
two companies, as regular troops ; including·, 
among the '' regiments," the voltigeurs, 49th, 
and De Meuron's,* although not one of these 
corps, except a company of the first, was sta
tioned to the sout1Hvard of St. John's. 

The miJI at La Colle \Vas built of stone, with 
walls about 18 inches thick, having a wooden, 
or shingled roof, and consisting of two stories. 
It was in size about 36 feet by ;50, and situate on 

* Wilki:::~son's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 2'26 ~ 
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the south bank of La Colle river ; which was 
frozen over nearly to its mouth, or junction with 
the Richelieu, from which the mill was about 
three-quarters of a mile distant. The mill had 
been placed in a state of defence, by filling up 
the windows with logs, leaving horizontal inter· 
vals to fire through. On the north-bank of th• 
river, a little to the right of the mill, and with 
which it communicated by a wooden bridge, 
was a small house, not originally intended for, 
but, on this oceasion, converted into, a block· 
house, by being surrounded with a breastwork 
of logs. In the rear of this temporary block. 
house was a large barn, to which nothing had 
been done, and which was not even ntusket. 
proof. The breadth of the cleared ground, to 
the southward of the mill, was about 200, and 
that to the northn·ard, about 100 yards; but, 
on the flanks, the woods were much nearer. 
There was, at this time, about a foot of snow on 
the ground, and that rapidly dissolving. 

The American troops, owing to the blunder of 
their guide, took the road to Burtonville, and 
did not discover thei.r mistake till they had fired 
upon, and driven in, a small piquet of captain 
Cartwright's. They then counter-marched; 
and, after a second mistake of the road, entered 
the main road near Odell-to\vn, distant about 
three miles from the tnill. This road had been 
purposely obstl'UCtt!d by felled trees; whicY, 
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before the army could proceed_, the American 
axemen were obliged to cut up or remove. In 
the course of the march, colonel Bissell's brigade, 
consisting of the 14th, 20th, and 23d infantry 
regiments, encountered a piquet, composed of a 
subaltern and 20 men, sent forward by major 
Handcock. This piquet was reinforced, and 
opened a smart fire upon the Americans; in 
which they killed and wounded one officer and 
12 men of colonel Bissell's brigade.• The first 
intelligtmce of the enemy's advance reached the 
garrison at about half-past 10 in the forenoon ; 
but, owing to the delay they had experienced, 
the American troops did not arrive before the 
mill, till half-past one o'clock in the afternoon. 

The general, in a very 1nasterly manner, now 
drew up his 4000 Americans, so as completely to 
invest this great mill-fortress, garrisoned by 180 
British. As it was naturally expected, that the 
latter would soon try to effect their escape, 600 
men, under colonel 1.\1iller, were-detached across 
the river, to the rear of the mill~ in order to cut 
them off. The firing commenced on the part of 
the little garrison; and was directed against that 
part of the enemy's column, which was stationed 
-at the verge of the wood in front of the mill. 
This continued for about half an hour, when 
the Americans, after breaking the carriage of 
an 18, and being compelled to leave on th~ 

* Wilkinson's Mew. Vol. Ill. p. 244! 
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road a 12-pounder, succeeded in bringing to' 
a good position, within about 250 yards of 
the front of the mill, a 12· and 6-pounder, also
a 5! inch howitzer. An incessant cannonade 
was now kept up from the artillery, and re
turned by the musketry of the besieged. The 
firing from the howitzer, "''as, however, pre
sently discontinued, chiefly on account of the 
thickness of the wood.* Soon after the attack 
had commenced, a message from major Hand cock'" 
brought to the block-house, from Isle aux Noix, 
the two flank companies of the 13th, commanded 
by captains Ellard and Holgate. The sudden 
rise of water, occasioned by the melting of the 
snow, had compelled the men to n·ade nearly 
up to their waists in mud and water. l\tJ~jor 

Handcock, not being apprized of the whole 
amount of the force opposed to him, ordered 
these two companies to charge the enemy's guns. 
This was instantly done, in the most resolute 
mannet·; but the overpowering numbers of the 
enemy, and the destruction caused by the flank
ing fire of his infantry and riflemen stationed in 
the woods, rende1·ed the efforts of the gallant 
fellows unavailing, and they retired across the 
river to their block-house. About this time
captain Cartwright's company of the Canadian 
fencibles, and the co.mpany of voltigeurs·, eluded 
the enemy, and came down from Burtonville, 

* Wilkinsou' s 1.\lem. Vol. Ill. p. 322. 
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through the woods bordering on the river. The 
grenadiers of the Canadian fencibles were now 
joined to the remnant of the two 13th flank
companies, and a second charge was ordered to 
be made Qpon the guns. Captain Ellard, of the 
13th, having been severely wounded in the first, 
captain Blake volunteered to head the grenadiers 
in the second charge. This charge was made and 
persisted in, with even more ~allantry and reso
lution than the first. The men advanced within 
a very few yards of the guns; which, in conse
quence of the vigorous assaults made upon them, 
were abandoned by the artillerymen, and only 
rescued from capture by the repeated volleys of 
the American infantry. • 

The Americans \Vere, in a manner, astounded 
at the valor of their opponents on this occasion. 
Lieutenant-colonell\tl'Pherson, who commanded 
the American artillery before the mill, deposed, 
at general \Vilkinson's court-martial, as follows: 
"The ground was disputed inch by inch, in 
our advance to the mill; and the conduct of the 
enemy, that day, was distinguished by desperate 
bravery. As an instance, one company made 
a charge on om· artillery, and, at the same 
instant, received its fire, and that of two bri
gades of infantry.' '* Lieutenant-colonel Totten, 
of the American engineers, present in the same 
action, also deposes thus :-''.Judging from the 

* Wilkinson's M em. Vol. I II. p. 328. 
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force of the enemy's charges, it was ~et'tainly 
prudent that a large force should be in the 
neighbourhood of the artillery, and nothing else 
saved them.""* Brigadier-general Bissell, on 
the same occasion, says: '' There were two 
desperate sorties made, in which the artillery 
was left without a man; the piece was regained 
by the infantry, and the enemy repulsed: men 
were supplied from my brigade to work the 

gun."t 
Any further attempt at the guns would have 

been a waste of lives ; and therefore major 
Handcock and his men now acted solely on the 
defensive. The American artillery still conti
nued the cannonade. Several shots struck the 
mill, and a 12-pounder passed through the wall 
near the chimney, where it was weakest. One· 
man of the 13th was killed by a grape-shot, that 
entered the aperture between the logs in the 
windows. During the action, captain Pring's 
sloops, and two or three gun-boats, arrived at 
the mouth of the creek; which was as near as the 
ice, had the river been otherwise navigable, 
would have permitted them to approach. Yet 
general \Villdnson, by way of augmenting the 
force he had to contend with, has, in his diagram 
of the action, actually placed two gun-boats on 
the rin=•r La Colle, directly at the back of the 
Jllill; when he ought to ha,·e known that, were 

* Wilkipson's MeJD~ Vol. HI. p._ ~38. + lbid. p. 245. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AM}~RICA. 89 

there no ice at all, the river was not navigable 
eTen for canoes.• Lieutenant-colonel Williams 
was quite misinformed, as to any destruction 
caused to the enemy by the fire of the gun-boats.t 
Not an American officer present in the ac
tion, who was examined at general Wilkinson's 
court-martial, states any thing of the kind. On 
the contrary, lieutenant-colonel Totten swears 
positively, that " the enemy fired no artillery, 
except from their gun-boats, which opened a 
useless fire, 50 or lOO feet above our heads;" :t 
the natural consequence, not only of the dis
tance, but of the thick intervening woods. 

The spirited and long-continued fire kept up 
by the British had exhausted their ammunition; 
and two privates, who had been despatched to 
Isle aux Noix for a fresh supply, were captured 
by an American piquet. A third private, belong
ing to the marines, succeeded in 1·eaching the 
island. By this time the American artillery had 
been cannonading the mill, without the slightest 
apparent effect, fot· about two hours and a half; 
and now ceased altogether. The cessation of 
firing on the part of the besieged occasioned the 
American troops to advance nearer to the mill; 
but no attempt was m~de to carry even the 
block-house. Just at dusk the American troops 

* Bouchette's Top. Desc. of Lower Canada, p. 179. 

t Appendix, No. 17. 

t Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. lll. p. 235. 
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retired from th~ field ; and· retraced their ste~ 
out of the provinc~, to the great joy of the iuha· 
bitants of Odell-town, whom they had pillaged 
unmercifully. They had been slightly annoyed 
at the first of their .retreat, . by a small party of 
l1_1dians. lt was natural for major Hal)dcock to 
consider this retreat of so numerous a force as 
merely a feint, to draw him away from the mill. 
He therefore remained at . h~s post during the 
aigbt; iu the course of which two 18-pound 
carronades had been brought up from the gun
boats, and posted at the block-house ; but, as 
there was no-w no enemy to be seen, they ·were 
not used. 

The British loss, in this brilliant affair, could 
not be othen.vise than severe. It amounted, 
a1together, to 11 rank and file killed ; one cap
tain, one subaltern, one se1jeant, 43 rank and 
file, wounded; and four rank and file missing~ 
exclusive of one Indian killed, and one wpunded,'* 
in the skirmishing, on the enemy's retreat; total 
64. The American loss before La Colle mill, 
amounted to 13 killed, 128 wounded, and 13 
n1issing :t total 154. Among the wounded were 
lieutenant-colonel l\1 'Pherson, lieutenants Lar
rabee, Green, and Parker, of the artillery. So 
destructive, indeed, was the fire fmm the mill 
upon the men at the guns, that out of 18 men 

* App. No. 18. 

t Bunlick.'s Hist. and Pol. Reiister, p. 266. 
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stationed at the 12-pounder, only two remained: 
to work it. 

The reader is, no doubt, anxious to see how 
the American editors have handled a subject> 
which, undoubtedly, gives the finest scope to 
their well-known talents. Mr. Thomson, after 
stating that the enemy" was condensing 3; force 
of 2500 men at La Colle mill ;" that general 
Wilkinson determined on attacking, and" forced 
back a part of the enemy" in his approach to it, 
says: '' He then resumed his march to La Colle 
mill, a large and lofty fortified stone-house,. 
measuring 60 feet by 40, and, at that time, in 
command of major Hancock, and a strong corps 
of British regulars,-"-!\!; or 180 rank and file. 
After ha\·ing nearly committed himself, by 
enumerating nine regiments as composing the 
American infantry, l\lr. Thomson recovers him
self thus: " A 11 these regiments were mere ske-. 
letons consolidated." :Jt: Nor does he any where 
divulge the actual force of general Wilkinson's
army; although, in the published proceedings
of that officer's trial, lieutenant-colonel Totten 
refers to " the statement made to the council of 

I 

war," t for the " ~ffertive force at La Colle." :t 
Consequently, the whole force present must have 
exceeded '' 39£9 combatants.'·t Doctor Smith
gives no numbers on either side; and makes his 

*Sketches of the 'Var, p. 257. t App. No. I. 
t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 234. 
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account as ba·ief, as if he were writing a chro
nological table instead of a '' History." Mr. 
O'Connor it is, to whom general Wilkinson 
owes such obligations. We must give his account 
nearly at length : 

'' The issue of this expedition," says Mr. 
O'Connor, " was unfortunate, although in its 
progress, it did honor to the Americans engaged. 
The enemy claimed a victory, only because he 
was not vanquished; and pretended to gather 
laurels, while circumstances concurred to render 
it nearly impossible to attack or drive him from 
his cowardly strong holds. General \rilkinson, 
at the head of his division, marched from Cham
plain, with the intention of reducing the enemy's 
fortress at the river La Colle. About 11 o'clock 
he fell in with the enemy at Odell-town, three 
miles from La Colle, and six • from St. John's. 
An attack was commenct:d by the enemy on the 
advance of the army under colonel Clerk and 
1najor Foa·syth. Colonel Bissel came up with 
spirit, and the enemy was forced to retire with 
loss. General w·ilkinson took part in thi~ 

action, and bravely ad\'anced into the most 
dangerous position, declining· frequently the 
advice of his officers, to retire from imminent 
danger. The enemy having used his Congreve 
1·ockets, without producing any effect, l"etired 
to La Colle, whither he was pursued. At this 

• It ought to be ~() 
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place an action was expected ; but the enemy, 
whose force when increased by a reinforcement 
from the Isle aux Noix, amounted to at least 
2500 men, mostly regulars, declined meeting the 
American force, although much inferior in 
numbers and means of warfare."-'' Several 
sorties were made by the enemy, but they were 
resisted with bravery and success."-" The 
conduct of every individual attached to the 
American command, was marked by that pa
triotism and prowess, which has so often con
quered the boasted discipline, long experience, 
and military tactics of an enemy, who dared not 
to expose his' invincibles' to the disgrace of being 
defeated by a less numerous force of Yankee 
woodsmen." • 

That general Wilkinson himself does not con
sider that Mr. O'Connor bas, by his remarks, 
conferred any additional ridicule upon the busi
ness of La Colle mill, we gather, not only from 
the general's official account,t but from his 
efforts, long subsequently, though vainly made, 
to save his character from reproach. The 
glaring impracticability of cramming " 2 .'300 

men" in a building " 60 feet by 40," as well 
as the positive testimony of one of his own 
officers, that " 400 men" only " could act with 

* History of the War. p. 21g, 

t Not published in thii work 2 but_ the iUblltance fu ll y giT en 
a the last quotation. 
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effect within the mill," • induced the general, 

in his address to the court.martial, to state that 

the building was " defended by a garrison 
·of,"-not" 1800 regulars, and 500 militia,-'' t 
but '' 600 veteran troops."t When, however, 
.lieutenant-colonel M'Pherson, in answer to a 

~question from the court, gave it as his opinion, 

' '' that tl1e army should have attempted to 
force a passage into the mill, and employed 

·the bayonet at el·ery sacrifice ; or have renewed 
·the, attack with heavier ordnance, at daylight 

the next morning,"§ general Wilkinson, in a 
.note, adds: ''To take such a post, with small· 
arn1s, has often been attempted, but never suc-

ceeded, from the time of Xenophon, who failed 
in such an attempt, down to the present day." 

" Xenophon himself," says the general " was 
baffled in an attempt against a castle, in the 

·plain of Caycus, and also in his attack of the 
tnetropolis of the Dry lans, and, in tin1es modern 

as well as ancient, we have abundant examples 

of the failure of military enterprises, by the 

most distinguished chiefs." 11 General James 
Wilkinson, of the United States' army, then has 
the effrontery to compare his disgraceful discom

fiture before this Canadian grist-miiJ, with what 

occurred to--'' lord 'rellington at Burgos, . 
* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. Ill. p. 328. +A N 17 PP· 1 o. . 
t Ibid. p. 454. ~ Ibid. 3~9. U Ibid. 455. 
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Bonaparte at St. Jean d' Acre, and .general Gra
ham at Antwe1·p." • * * '* * • 

Presuming that the reader is as sick of this 
JJobadil general as we are ourselves, we shall 
hasten to place hi1n within that sphere of obscu
rity, for which his talents ha\'e best fitted him . 
. After having, with "4000 combatants,"-men 
who were " to return ·victorious, or not at all," 
and who, against " double force," were not to 
-'' give ground,"-been completely repulsed by 
310 British, 180 of whom had stationed them
selves in a strong stone building, and the re
mainder in a n·ooden block-house, general Wil
kinson counter-marched his troops of '' hardi
hood and resolution," not only to Champlain, 
but, for fear the men of the mill should travel 
after him,-30 miles further, ~ Plattsburg; and 
that, while the roads, owing to the prevailing 
thaw, were in the \VOI'St possible condition. 
How he could console himself, we know not ; 
unless it was by saying, with his brother knight-

. errant of old, after his equally unsuccessful 
return from attacking a " fortress, '' of the same 
use, and (in part'*) denomination, . too, as La 
Colle grist-mi1l,-

" Prithee, hold thy peace, friend Sancho; ·the 
affairs of war are, more.than any thing, subject 
to change." 

Soon after this incursion into Lower Canada, 
i!t Wind for water:. 
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a strong British force assembled at Isle aux Noix 
and St. John's. This very naturaJiy alarmed 
commodore Macdonough, at Vergennes, Ver• 
mont; where he was superintending the con
struction of a large ship and brig, destined for 
Lake Champlain. Vergennes stands upon Otter 
creek; about eight miles from its .mouth, or 
junction with the lake ; and, considering the 
-importance of the object, it required no extra-
ordinary penetration to conclude that a coru
petent British force would, the instant the 
Richelieu was free from ice, embark on board 
captain Pring's flotilla, now augmented by a 
new 16-gun brig and some gallies, and proceed 
to Otter creek; there disembar~ and march up 
to destroy the na,·al depot and the ships at 
Vergennes. To defeat this conjectural plan, a 
battery of seven guns was erected on a com
manding position at the mouth of the creek; 
a suitable detachment of regular artillery, sent 
f1·om general lzard's di,·ision at Burlington; a 
reserve of 500 infantry, ordered up from Platts
burg; and aa-rangements made n ith the governor 
of Vermont, for assembling the militia, the 
instant the first cam on ~hould be fired. 

Aoout the middle of April commodore l\lac
donough succeeded in launchi11g his vessels; but 
being unprovided with a sufficiency of o·nns and . ~ 

stores, ''a~ too prudent to \' nture on the lake. 
On tlte 9th of ~lay the breakit.g up of the ice 
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enabled captain Pring, with his flotilla, on board 
of which was a detachment of mat·ines, to corn· 
mence ascending the Richelieu. Contrary winds 
prevented the vessels from reaching· the lake till 
the 13th. No sooner, however, did the British 
shew themsehes off Burlington, than the inha
tants, fearing an immediate descent, began 
leaving the town, with their property. On the 
same e,·ening·, a bomb-vessel and eight gallies 
of the flotilla arrived, and took a station, off 
Otter creek; and, on the next morning, the 
bomb-vessel commenced a cannonade upon the 
battery; and continued it for about two hours, 
without doing any other injury, it appears, than 
dismounting. one of the guns, and wounding two 
men. The state of preparation in which the 
enemy was, and the want of troops wherewith 
to attack him on shore, compelled the vessels to 
withdraw,- and finally, to return to Isle aux 
Noix. 

A· most important object was here overlooked 
by the commander-in-chief. A corps of 8 or 900 

men, so easily to have been spared, would have 
saved the live.sofDownie,and his brave comrades, 
in the September following; and have averted· 
all.-those attendant circumstances, still so pain· 
ful to reflect upon. • When we had scarcely a 
vessel on the lake, an Everard sailed tr"iumphant 

* James's Naval Occurrences, p. 404--25. 

VOL. 11. H 
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o,·er it, and a l\f urray landed at all the towns 

upon its shores, undismayed, and unopposed, by 
the fourfold American force assembled in the 

neighbourhood.* Here was a reverse !-And yet 

no blame rested with captain Pring, nor with 

the officers commanding posts at which the 

British troops were stationed ; and from which 

they ought to have Leen supplied. 
The acti,·e operations going· on upon Lake 

Ontario now claim our attention. Although, 
about the middle of January, not above 800 

troops were at Sackett's Harbor, the reasonable 

supposition that, with the hourly increasing force 
of the British, the latter would make some 
attempt to destroy in the bud the immense 
naval armament there fitting out, to main
tain, during the ensuing summer, the ascen
dancy on the lake, had, by the end of l\Iarch, 

brought to the post 5500 troops, including 
1500 to be employed as marines on board 
commodore Chauncey's squadron. The oppor

tunity of destroying this important depot a 
second time lost, sir George Prevost, early in 

l\1ay, was induced to consent ts a propositio41 

made by sir Gordon Drummond and sir James 
Lucas Yeo, to employ the new ships that had 

been so rapidly equipped, in a combined attack 

upon the fort and town of Oswego; at which -

* Sec Vol. I. p. ~42. 
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place it was supposed, that a large quantity of 
na\'al stores for the new ships at Sacketfs Har· 
bor had been deposited. 

Oswego is situate on the ri,·er of the same 
name~ near its confluence with Lake Ontario ; 
and is distant from Sackett's Hm·bor about 60 
miles. At the mouth of the river there is a safe 
harbor, with two fathoms water; the channel 
to ·which is completely commanded by a well
built fort, although not in the best repair, stand
ing, along '"·ith the state-warehouses, ban~acks, 
and a few houses, upon the eastern_ shore of the 
river; having its front towards the lake. The 
fort is a three-sided figure, with bastion~ and 
ramparts ; and contains, within its ditches, up
wards of three acres of ground. The site is ele
vated about 50 feet above the level of the lake; 
thus rendering the position a very fot·midable 
one. On the western bank of the ri,·er stands 
the town, consisting of about 30 houses. This 
river affo1·ds the only water-communication be
tween New York and Sackett's Harbor. The 
course is up the Hudson and Mohawk rivers ; 
then across a slwrt portage, to a small stream 
leading· inio Lake-Oneida ; thence down the 
Oswego into (subject to a slight interruption by 
the Onondaga falJs, distant about 13 miles from) 
Lake-Ontario. This readily accounts for the 
accumulation of naval stores in the wart>houses 

H2 



lOO MILITARY OOCUil.R~NC.Ei BETWEEN 

of Oswego; and gives to that post an importance 
which it would not otherwise possess. 

On the evening of the 3d of May, a detach,. 
ment of troops, consisting of six companies of 
De Watteville's regiment, including two newly

raised flank-companies, • the light comp.any of 
the Glengarry's, the whole of the second batta
lion of marines, a detachment of artillery, with 
two field-pieces; also small detachments of 
1·ocketeers, and sappers and miners: numbering, 
altogether, 1080 ra~k and file, embarked in the 
Yessels of sir James Yeo's fleet, lying at Kingston. 
Early on the fo1lowing morning lieutenant
general Dt·ummond went on board the Prince 
Regent, as commander of the troops. The fleet 
immediately stood out of the harbor; but, on 
account of light and variable winds, did not 
arrive off Os\Yego till noon on the foJiowing 
day.t 

Either suspicion, m· direct information, of the 
attack had led to preparations on the part of 
the Americans. Since the 30th of April lieu
tenant-colonel Mitchell had arrived from Sack
ett's Harbor, with 300 heavy and light artillery, 
and several engineer and artillery officers. Th~ 

batteries were repaired and fresh picketed, and 
n~w platforms laid for the gun~; which were 
four in number, 24, 12, and 6-pounders; besides 

* See Vol. I. p. 261. + A pp. No. ~o, ~~, and ~3. 
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a 1'2-pounder, planted en barbette close to the 
lake-shore. The l ' nited States' schooner Grow
ler, of thrt>e guns, lieutenant Pierce, was lying 
in the harbor, preparing, under the superin .. 
tendance of captain .Woolsey, to conduct -to 
Sackett's Harbor a division of batteaux, larum 
with stores. Arrangements had, also, been 
made for assembling the militia of the dis
trict, and no sooner did the fleet shew itself, 
at six o'clock on the morning of the 5th, than 
alarm-guns were fired; which soon brought. to 
the post upwards of 200 militia: thus making 
a total force of, at least, 540 men. By way, 
also, of making this force appear tt•eble what 
it was, in the hope, thereby, to daunt the 
British, and prevent them from attempting .to 
land, the Americans pitched all theit· tents upon 
the opposite, or town-side of the river, while 
they themselves remained in their barracks. 

The exact force in guns, men, and size, of 
every ship in the rival fleets upon this lake,. 
not only at the attack on Oswego, but at several 
other important periods, during the continuance 
of hostilities, will be found clearly exhibited in 
our naval volnme.• At three o'clock in the 
afternoon, the ships Jay-to, within long range 
of the shore; and the gun-boats, 11 in number, 
were sent in, under the orders of captain Collier, 
to induce the enemy to shew the number and 
position of his guns. At four, by which time 

* James's Naval Occurrences, p. 394-401. 
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the gun-boats had got within point-blank range, 
the Americans opened their fire ; and a mutual 
cannonade was kept up till about half,past fi\'e, 
when captain Collier, having effected his object, 
stood back to the fleet. Preparations were now 
made for disembarking the troops on that even
ing ; but, about sunset, a heavy gale from the 
north-west compelled the ships to gain an offing; 
in which 6ffort, four of the boats, their crews 
being first taken out, were obliged to be cut 
adrift. As soon as the weather moderated, the 
fleet cast anchor, about 10 miles to the north .. 
ward of the fort. 

The direction an.d violence of the "''ind occa
sioned one of the four boats to drift on shore. 
This circumstance, added to the afternoon's 
cannonade, and the retia·ing· of the Briti:.,h gun
boats, became a fruitful subject in the hands of 
American historians. They all concur in de
claring, that the British, on the afternoon of the 
5th, were most gallantly repulsed ; and one 
{Mr. O'Connor says, " some") of their boats 
captured. Nor did the g·un-boats ouly can
nonade the tort: the '' enemy's pt·incipal ship, 
and the other frigates and smallet· ,·essels," opened 
a heavy fire upon it; and " 1.5 large boats 
crowded with troops," approached the :--bore.• 
It is fortunate, that we ha"e to oppose to all 
this the ~tatements containt>d in an " extract 
fa·01n a letter of a United States' officer,'' (wh~ 

Sketches of the \Var, p. 262, and Hist. of the War, p. 'l'!O. 
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"as in the action,) ''dated Oswego-falls, May 7;" 
which was published in all the principal Ame
rican newsvapers of the day. This officer wit
nessed the cutting· adrift of the boats, and 
assigned for it the true cause. 

On the morning of the 6th, the ships having 
returned, and every thing being ready, the two 
flank-companies of De \Yattcville's regiment, 
under captain De Bersey, the light company of 
the Glengarry's, under captain M'Millan, the 
battalion of marines, under lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm, and 200 seamen, armed with pikes, 
under captain Mulcaster; the whole under the 
immediate command of lieutenant-colonel 
Fischer, of De \\' atteville's; and amounting to 
about 770 rank and file, embarked in the boats: 
-leaYing the four remaining companies of De 
'VatteYille's, and the detachments of artillery, 
rocketeers, and sappers and miners, as a corps 
of reserve. 

Owing to the shoalness of the water off the 
harbor, the two largest ships could not approach 
near enough, to cannonade the battery with any 
.effect. This service was most gal1ant1y per
formed by the Montreal and Niagara, under a 
heavy discharge of red-hot shot, which set the 
former on fire three times. The Magnet took 
her station in front of the town, on the oppositfl 
side of the river; ·while the Star and Charwell 
towed in, and covered, the boats, containing the 
troops. T~e wind was at this time nearly a-head; 
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and the consequent tardine&s in the approach 
of the boats exposed the men to a heavy and · 
destructive fire from the enemy's batteries, and 
from upwards of .500 regulars and militia, drawn 
up on the brow of the hill. The British, never
theless, effected their landing, and instantly 
formed on the beach. Having to ascend a steep 
and long hill, the troops suffered extremely from 
.the enemy's fire; no sooner, however, had they 
reached the summit, than the 300 American regu
lars retired to the rear of the fort, and the 200 
American militia fled, helter-skelter, into tbe 
woods. In ten minutes from the time that the 
British had gained the height, the fort was in our 
possession. Lieutenant James Laurie, of the ma
.rines, was the first man who entered it; and lieu
tenantHewett,ofthe samecorps,climbed the flag
staff, under a heavy fire, and struck the American 
colours, which had been nailed to the mast; 
more, as it would seem, to give trouble to the 
Britis~, than to evince a determination, on the 
part of the Americans, of defending the post 
with any unusual obstinacy. 

The British loss in the affair of Oswego was 
rather severe. It amounted to one captain, 
(captain Holtoway,) and 14 non-commissioned 
officers and privates, of the royal marines and 
De Watteville's regiment, and three seamen, 
killed; one captain, and one subaltern, (since 
dead,) of De \\7 atteville's ; two captains, one 
lieut~na~t, and one master of the navy, 5l _non-
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commissioned officers and pri-vates, of the royal 
marines and De " ·atteville's, and seven seamen, 
wounded; total, 18 killed, and 64 wounded. All 
three of out· American editors, one copying from 
the other, have declared the British loss to have 
been, " in killed, 70 ; in wounded, dmwned, 
and missing, 165; in all, 235."• Their own loss 
the Americans state, at a lieutenant and five 
men killed, 38 wounded, and 25 ~issing. "\\re 
captured 60 prisoners. Admitting this number 
to include the wounded, it is no proof that 
the American commander retit·ed quite so 
leizurely, or in so'' good order,'' as the American 
writers would have us belie,·e. 

The Americans have pursued their usual 
exaggerating system, as respects the relative 
numbers in the attack upon Fort-Oswego. 
General Brown declares that the British force, 
"by land and water, exceeded 3000 ;"t but he is 
not explicit enough to tell us, what portion of this 
force came on shore and captured the fort. This 
we gain from other sources. Mt·. Thomson says 
we landed 1700 ;* Mr. O'Connor, 2000, + and 
doctor Smith, " between 2 and 3000"§ men; 
but the American officer, who writes from 
Oswego, states the number that landed, at 1200 ; 
which is but a moderate increase upon 770. In 
estimating their own force at Oswego, th e 

• Sketches of the War, p. 263. t App. No. 24. 
t History of the War, p. 220. 

~ History of the United St~tes, Vol. Ill. P• 308. 
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American writers, not excepting general Brown 
himself, pursue quite an opposite course. \Vith 
us; every man within sight or hearing of the 
place is to be estimated: with them, it is only 
such as were bold enough to fight. Therefore, 
because the American militia thought best to 
run, without firing a shot, they are not to be 
reckoned as part of the numerical force, whose 
duty it was to oppose the landing· of the British. 
The behaviour of the militia is well explained in 
the American officer's letter:--" ·1 he militia, at 
this time," says he, '' thought best to leave us: 
I do not think they fired a gun." Considering 
the commanding position of the batterit:s, the 
length of time during which, owing to the shoal
ness of the water and state of the wind, the 
troops a-float were exposed to hot and cold 
shot and musket-bullets, and, after they did 
effect a landing, the difficulty of ascending 
the hill, under the fire from the cannon, and 
from a body of troops, well-posted upoiL its 
:mmmit, it \Vould not have been extraordi
nary, if 500 men had succeeded in keeping off 
an enemy " for nearly two days,"* instead of 
scarcely as many hours; nor would general 
Brown's ''General Order," in which he thoug}Jt 
t1t to boast, that the Americans at Oswego had 
" established for themselves a name in arms, 
wortby of the gallant nation in whose cause 

* App. No. 2-t. 
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the~· fight," have had quite so mu~h the air of 

a lampoon. 
Although the chief part of the stores, for the 

capture of which the expedition had been under

taken, was removed to Onondago falls, about 

13 miles from Oswego, a considerable q uantit~·· 

still remained. Among the captured ordnance 

and ordnance stores, were three long 32, and 

fout· long 24-poundei·s, besides guns of smaller 
caliber ; and several 42 and 32-pounder round, 

grape, and canistet· shots. \Ve also captured, 

and carried awa)·, upwards of 1000 (one official 

account says 2400*) bai·rels of provisions, t 70 

coils of rope and cordage, a quantity of blocks, 

two or three schooners, and several boats. Among 

the property destroJed by us were, eight barrels 

of gun-po·wder, all the shot of small caliber, the 

platform and works at the fort; also the barrack~, 

both there and in the town. \Ve have no very 

accurate account of what the Americans them

sehes destroyed. They mention having scut

tled and sunk the Growler, United State&' 

schooner, with three long 32-pounders, and a 

quantity of ordnance-stores, on board. The 

federal, or opposition papers of the day, com

plained much against the governmenl, for con

cealing .the amou.nt of the loss sustained at 

Oswego. How trifling that loss was made, is 

clearly shewn, by the statements of our three 

* App. No. 22. t App. No. 23. 
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historians upon the subject. Mr. Thomson 
says: " The enemy took possession of the fort 
and barracks, hut for the little booty which he 
obtained, consisting of a few barrels of provi
sions and whiskey, he paid much more than an 
equivalent." • Doctor Smith declares, that we 
captured nothing but " a naked fort." t Mr. 
O'Connor, however, is candid enough to admit, 
that " eight pieces of cannon, and some stores, 
worth about 100 dollars, fe.ll into the enemy's 
hands."+ On the other hand, an American 
writer from Onondago, values the public pro
perty, destroyed or taken away by the British, 

· at " about 40000 dollars." It was highly cre
ditable to the troops, marines, and seamen, that, 
although the loading of the prizes with the ord
nance and other captured property, necessarily 
detained them in the town for one whole night, 
not a murmur of complaint, that we can find, 
has been uttered against them. Every thing 
being accomplished by tour o'clock on the morn
ing of the 7th, the ships and other vessels got 
under weigh, and departed from Oswego. 

A serious business, in which a party of British 
officers and seamen, on the 30th of l\lay, 
impeUed by their usual gallantry, pursued a 
flotilla of American boats, up a narrow creek, 

• Sketches of the War, p. '163. 

t History of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 3'08. 

t History of the War, p. 2~ 1. 
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till they got ambushed and outnumbered, and 
were, at last, compelled, after sustaining a heavy 
loss in killed and wounded, to surrender, ~ill 
be found detailed in our naval volume.* 

An occurrence on the shores of Lake-Erie now 
requires our notice. Long-Point in the district of 
London is notoriously one of the most fertile spots 
in Upper Canada. The ample supply of wheat 
and other bread-corn which it afforded during 
the war, rendered the preservation of its re
sources by one party, and their destruction by 
the other, a matter of equal importance. On 
another account, also, was Long-Point a post 
that ought to be guarded. It was only a day's 
march thence to Burlington, the grand depot of 
the British army upon the Niagara 1ine; and the 
enemy's entit·e command of Lake-Erie gave him 
the facility of bringing troops towards, and land
ing them upon, the Canadian shore, unseen and 
unopposed. lieutenant-general Drummond, 
therefore, did right in detaching to the village of 
Dover on Long-Point, early in March, a troop 
of the 19th light dragoons, under major Lisle. 
There being no barracks or public buildings at 
the place, major Lisle and his men· took posseM· 
sion of some private buildings, and, among 
them, of the dwelling-house, saw-mill, and dis
tillery, of Robert Nichol, esquire, a lieutenant
colonel and quarter-master-general of the Cana~ 

* J arnes's Nav. Occur. p. 3 Q8. 
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dian militia, and then absent from home on 

service.• 
The British capture of Buffaloe and Black 

Rock, and the dreaded attack upon Erie, where 
the fleet lay, had occasioned, since early in the 
year, the assemblage of a force of regulars at the 
latter place. An1are of the small detachment 
stationed at Long-Point, colonel CampbeH, of 
thel9th United States' infantry,with 500 troops,t 
landed there fr01n Erie, on the 15th of May. 
The dragoons and the few militia that happened 
to be at Dover, retired ; and the Americans in
stantly '' destroyed the flour-milJs, distilleries, 
and all the houses occupied by the soldiers, as 
well as many others belonging to the peaceable 
inhabitants of the village." t Mr. Thomson 
proceeds in his account thus: '' A squadron of 
British dragoons, stationed at that place, fled 
at the approach of colonel Campbell's detach
ment; and abandoned the women and children, 
who experienced humane treatment from the 
Americans. Colonel Camp bell undertook the 
expedition without orders; and, as his conduct 
was generally reprobated, a court of inquiry 
wa~ instituted, to examine into his proceedings, 
of which general Scott was president. Thi~ 

court declared, that the destruction of the mills 

• And who proved himst' lf, tluring the whole of the war, an 

active, intelligent, and high! y useful officer. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 268. 
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~nd distilleries was according to the usages of 
war, but that, in but·ning the houses of the inha
bitants, colonel Campbell had greatly erred. 
This error they attribu led to the recollection of 
the scenes of the Raisin and the Miami, in the 
western territories, to the army of which colonel 
Campbell was at that time attached, and of 
the recent devastation of the N iagara frontier."* 

Admitting the destruction of the buildings 
which had been occupied by the dragoons, to 
ltave been a sanctioned milita1·y measure, was it 
only an'~ error" in the American commander, to 
ha,·e burnt the houses " belonging to the peace
able inhabitants of the Yilhtge"? The court did 
not lessen its dignity in allon·ing itself to be 
swayed by the fabricated stuff in every news
paper " known to Le friendly to tbe war;'' 
nor in forgetting what it was that had cauiied 
" the recent devastation on the Niagara fron
tier,'' so painful to the sensitive '' recollection" 
of the American colonel? The date of this in
dulgent court of inquiry does not appear; but, 
referring to the public letter, in which Mr. 
l\funroe, at a day long subsequent, reminds us; 
that colonel Camp bell's" conduct was subjected 
to a military tribunal," we can readily conceive, 
that the court sat for no other purpose than to 
excuse him, and to exculpate the American go
, ·ernment, for the commission of an act, which , 

* Sketches of the War, p. 268. 
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as Mr. Thomson says, was so "generally repro

bated." This editor is not satisfied with having, 

as he supposes, freed colonel Campbell from 

blame: in order to enable him to expatiate upon 

that sickening subject, American humanity, he 

must reproach us. To high-minded Americans 

it could not fail to appear as a very dastardly act, 

for 70 or 80 dragoons to retreat before 500 infan

try. The British having, however," abandoned 

the women and children," we shall now present 

a specimen of the " humane treatment," which 

the latter '' expet·ienced from the Americans." 

Not only did colonel Campbell, and his 500 re

gulars, Jay waste as much of the surrounding 

country as came within their reach, and pilfer 

and carry off as much private property as was 

easily portable, but they set fire to the whole 

of the little village of Dover, comprizing the 

following 46 buildings: one saw-mill, one tan

house, three distilleries, six stores, 13 barns, 

three grist-mills, and 19 dwelling-houses; thus 

utterly ruining 25 " peaceable" families. Yet 

was all this no more than an " error" on the 

part of the American commander by whose 

orden it had been perpetrated. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Serious preparations for the fifth invasion of tlte 
Canadas-.Ammcan force on the Niagara fron
tier-Britis/, force in the same neighbourhood
Disembarkation of majfJr-general Brown's army 
-Capture of Fort-Erie, together with it! 
1nfall garrison-British fo'rce at Cltippeway 
-Advance of the American army-Battle of 
Chippeway, or Street's creek-Retreat of major
general Riall-Return of the Americans to their 
camp-Fruh movement against the British at 
Chippeway-Further retreat of the latte1· to 
F01·t-George-./Jdvance of the Americans to 
Queens/own-Spirited behaviour of a Britislt 
patrolting party-General B1·own's plans deve
loped-General Riall'i departure from Fort
George to the Twenty, and FijttSen-mile, creeks
American reconnoissance before Fort-George 
- Wanton conflagration of the village of 
St. David-Investment of Fort-George-Re
treat of the Americans to Queenstown-De
uruction of their baggage, and further retreat to 
Cliippeway-Cm·responding advance of majoT
general Riall's light troops-Re-advance of thi 
Americans towards Queenstown -Skirmishing 
between the adverse piquets-Arrival of lieute
nant-general Drummond with a reinforcement
DetachmenJ sent across to Lewistown-General 

YOL. IJ, I 
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Dnunmonrl 's Junction U'it!t gene1'al Riall
Battle of Niagara, or Lundy's lane-Retreat wf 
the Americans to Cltippeway and Street's creek 
-Tileir dtstruction dj' Street's mills, and of their 
own baggage, camp-equipage and stores-- Their 
further retreat to Fort-Erie-Various American 
accounts of tlzese operations---Tlteir gross mis
statements corrected. 

EARLY in April major.:.general Brown, with a 
-'Strong force in regulars, marched, a second time; 

from Satkett's Harbor to Batavia ; and thence 
to Buffaloe, where he fixed his head-quarters. 
Here · he remained drilling his tl4oops, and re
ceiving occasional reinforcements, till the middle 
of June; when he received orders, '' to carry 
Fort·Erie, and beat up the ene1ny's quarters at 
Chippeway : but,'; adds the American secretary 
at war, " in case his fleet gets the control of 
Lake Ontat·io, you are immediately to re-cross 
the strait."* This late commencement of the 
tampaign arose, no doltbt, from the back
wardness of commodore Chauncey to decide the 
ascendancy upon Lake Ontario; without which 
the objects of the American government could 
be only partially fulfilled. 

It took major-general Brown from the 15th of 
June to the 2d of July, to prepare himself for 
crossing the Niagara; which, according to the 
"Gene1·al Order" t issued upon the occasion, he 

• "Vilkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 64J. + A pp. No. 25. 
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.was then about to do, 'vith two brigades of infan ~ 

try, a corps ofat·tilleq, and a body of Yolunteers. 
As far ·as we can gather from the American ac
_counts, one brigade consisted of the 9th, 11th, 
22d, and 2--'>th regiments, under brigadier-gene
l'a] Scott; the oth'er, of the 17th, 19th, 21st, 
and 23d regiments, under brigadier .. general 
Ripley; the two united brigades numbering 
2.580 rank and file. The corps of artillery con
sisted of upwat·ds of 400 men, having in charge 
eight field-pieces, and one or two howitzers; 
including, among the fot·mer, several 18 and 12* 
pounders. There was, also, a squadron of 
dragoons, under captain Hanis; n-·hich we may 
estimate at 70 men. To this regular force of 
3050 rank and file, were added from 8 to 1 100 
(say 900) New Yol'k, Pennsylrania, and" Cana
dian" (or traitor) volunteers; and about 150 
Indians; making a total force of 4100 rank and 
file. Besides this force, there were, at different 
posts between Erie and Lewistown, the 1st 
regiment of infantry, a regulat· riAe corps, an(l 
from 2 to 300 volunteers, under a colonel 
Swift; making an aggreg-.ate of, at least, 5000 

men. But even this number does not include the 
militia of the district, who, in case of invasion 7 

could assemble to the amount of 2 or 3000; no1· 
3 or 4000-regulars, whom commodore Chauncey, 
if disposed to be bold, might bring down from 
Sackett's harb01·. So that the comm~nd of Lake 

I 2 
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Ontario could very speedily augment the Ameri
can force upon the Niagara to 10000 men. 

The British force upon the same frontier was, 
at this time, under the command of major-gene
val Riall, and consisted of the royal Scots, (1st 
-bat.) lOOth, and 103d regiments, a troop of the 
19th light dragoons, and a detachment of artil
lery; numbering, altogether, about 1780 rank 
and file. But out of this force were garri
soned the forts Erie, George, Mississaga, and 
Niagara; (the latter on the American side of 
the strait ;) also the post upon Burlingt~ 
Heights ; comprehending an extent of frontier 
of full 70 miles. 

On the morning of the 3d of July, general 
Brown's army crossed the strait, in two divisions; 
one division landing about a mile and a half 
below, the other about the same distance above, 
Fot1:-Erie; against which the American troops 
immediately marched. Having planted a bat
tery of 18-pounders in a good position in front 
of the fort, and fired, and received in return,_ a 
few shots; by which a loss was sustained, on our . 
part, of one man killed, and, on the })art of the 
Americans, of four men of the 25th regiment 
wounded, major-general Brown summoned the 
fort to surrender. Fort-Erie was, at this time, 
garrisoned by two companies of the 8th and 
IOOth regiments, and a small detachment of 
artillery, under major Bu(!k, of the 8~h ;. and, 
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in respect to armament Qr means of resistance, 
was, as an American general says, " in a defence
le&s condition."• The fort, consequently, sur
rendered. The prisoners, 170, including officers 
of all ranks, were taken across the river, to be 
marched into the interior of New York; and a 
small detachment of American artillery, under 
lieutenant Macdonough, placed as a garrison 
within the captured fort : in front of which, on 
the lake, were stationed, as a further security, 
three armed schooners, under the orders of lieu
tenant-commandant Kennedy, of the United 
States' navy. 

The British force at Chippeway was under the 
immediate command of lieutenant-colonel Pear
son; and consisted of 230 of the royal Scots, 450 
of the lOOth regiment, a troop of light dragoons, 
and a small detachment of artillery, amounting, 
in all, to 760 rank and file; exclush·e of300 seden
tary militia, just assembled at the rendezvous, 
and about the same number of Indians. The 
.first intelligence of the landing of the invading 
army reached major-general Riall at Chippe
way, at about eight o'clock on the same morn
ing; and he immediately ordered that post 
to be reinforced by five companies of the 
royal Scots ; but even then, his inferiority of 
for~e forbad any other movement, than for the 
purpose of reconnoitring the enemy's position 

• Wilkioson's Mem. Vol. 1. p. 647. 
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and numbers, This service was gallantly 
performed by lieu tenant-colonel Pearson, at the 
head· of the flank comprwies of the lOOth regi
ment, and a few militia and Indians; and the 
Americans were seen posted on an eminence; 
near the ferry at Bertie. * Major-general Hi all 
would have commenced the attack on that even..: 
ing, had he been joined by the 8th regiment, 
then hourly expected from York. 

On the morning of tht: 4th, general Scott's 
brigade, with a company of artillery, advanced, 
by the main road along the margin of the river, 
towards Chippeway; and was soon afterwards 
followed by gener~l Ripley's brigade, and the 
field and pa1:k artillery, undet• major Hindman; 
also by general Pot'ter and his Yolunteers. t 
On its approil-ch to Street's creek, the first bri· 
gflde encountered the British ad,·ance, now con
~isting of the light companies of the royal Scots 
and lOOt.h regiments, and a subaltern's detach- -
ment of the 19th light dragoons. General Scott 
immediately d~ta~hed in front captain Towson's 
company of artillery, (lOO strong,) with thre@ 
IS-pounders; and, at the same time, directed a 
flan,k ~ompany of the 9th reg·iment of infantry 
to march · out to the left of the briooade 

~ , 
and cross the creek above the bridge; so as to 
assail the right of the British advance. The 
)leavy 6ring of the enemy's IS-pounders, and 

* See Vol. I. p. 50. +Sketches of the 'Var, p. 274. 
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the close approach of his main body, compelled 
colonel Pearson and his smull party, to retreat; 
but "not until they had intrepidly destt·oyed 
the bridge over which the ad,·ancing column 
would be obliged to pass."* Captain Crooker's 
company of the 9th regiment came suddenly 
upon the detachment of dragoons, und~r lieu
tenant Horton, while the latter was covering 
colonel Pearson 's retreat. A skirmish ensued, 
and the American detachment, which had re
treated to a house, would have certainly been 
captured, but for the arrival of a strong rein .. 
forcement, under captains Hull and Harrison;, 
and lieutenant RandoJph. Out of this skirmish, 
in which four of the dragoons, and eight of their 
horses, were wounded, ~Jr~ Thom~on has woven 
a fine story ; concludi~g it with thQ declaration 
of one of the American generals, that, '~ in par
tiza.n wat:, he had witnessed nothing more gal
lant than the conduct of captain Crooker and 
his company-"* The American pioneers having 
repaired the bridge, the army crossed; and, at 
about 11 Q'clock on that night, encamped on 
the right bank of Street's creek; the tit-st brigade 
facing the creek and the bridge; the second 
brigade forming the second line ; and the volun
teers, the third. The park of artillery was sta
tioned .on the right of the encampment, resting 
on some buildings and an orchard, close to the 

• -Sketches of the War-, p. ~74. 
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river Niagara; and the light troops, or riflemen, 
together with the Indians, were posted within 
the same space, on the left, resting on the 
woods. 

The American army, thus encamped, wiU 
only differ in numbers from that which crossed 
the strait, • in the absence of the small garrison, 
say 50 men, left at Fort.Erie, under lieutenant 
Macdonough. Consequently, major-general 
Brown had, under his immediate command at 
Street's creek, 3000 regulars, (including 70 dra
goons,) 900 New York, Pennsylvania, and Caua· 
dian volunteers, and 150 Indians; total, 4050 
men; along with nine field -pieces and howitzers, 
including some 12, and three 18-pounders. 

Maj01··general Riall had stationed himself on 
the left bank of the Chippeway, distant about 
1{ miles from the American encampment; and, 
having been joined, on the morning of the 5th, 
by 480 rank and file of the 8th regiment, 
determined to attack the Americans on that 
afternoon. His force now consisted of 1530 
regulars, (including about 70 dragoons,} 300 
sedentary militia, t and about the same number 
of Indians; total, 2130 men ; along with two 
2'1-pounders, and a 5-k inch howitzer. 

At the appointed hour the British crossed the 
Chippeway, and marched to the attack ; the 
Indians, and a part of the militia, advancing 

• Sec p. 116. t Only partially armed. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 121 

through the woods on the right, which were 
skirted by the remainder of the militia, and by 
tbe light companies of the royal Scots and lOOtb 
regiments, under lieutenant-colonel Pearson. 
The approach of the Indians being discovered 
by the Americans, general Porter, with th~ 

whole of his volunteers and Indians, supported 
by a detachment of 80 men from the second 
brigade, under captain W. Macdonald, was 
ordered to advance from the rear, and da·ive 
them back. About 220 of our Indians, led by 
Nm·ton, had kept too much to the right, and were 
wholly out of the action. The remaining 80, 
consisting chiefly of \\-)andots, led by captain 
Kerr, on being encountered by general Porter's 
brigade, fell back, first, upon the militia, and then, 
along with the latter, upon colonel Pearson's 
detachment of regulars. A spirited action now 
ensued; but a few well-directed volleys from the 
Ba·itish presently reversed the order of things; 
and general Porter's brigade of volunteers and 
Indians ga,·e way, and'' fled in every direction." 
So said general Brown. • But general Porter 
himself says:-" The action of Chippeway, in 
which the \'olunteers took so conspicuous a part, 
will ever be remembered, to the honor of the 
American arms. It was commenced by 800 

Pennsylvania \'Olunteers and Indian warriors, 
who met about the same number of Britisn 

* Wilkinson'a Mem. Vol. I. p. 658. 
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militia and Indians, overthrew and drove them 
behind the main line of the Bs•itish army; 
destroying, at least, 150, and annihilating, it 
is believed, this description of the enemy's 
force."* 

The reader may well conceive, what a para
graph can be made out of this modest eulo
gium, by an American editor; and who so 
able as Mr. Thomson ?-Thus, then, !'lays the 
latter:-" General Porter met, attacked, and, 
after a short but severe contest, drove, the ene
Iny's right before him. His route to Chippel-vay 

·was intercepted by the whole British column, 
arrayed in order of battle; and against this 
powerful force the volunteers desperately main
tained their ground; until they were over
powered by the superiority of discipline and 
numbers."t Not only does major-general Riall's 
de~;pa.tch shew, clearly, that l\1r. Thomson's 
"whole British column'' consisted of~' the light 
troop~,"+ under colonel Pearson ; but general 
Wilkinson himself is compelled to admit, that 
his friend, general Portm·, '' 5\urprised a body of 
Indians, who appeared to be in consultation, and 
immediately gave way; but, keeping up a brisk 
s~irmish, retreated to where they were strongly 
1·einforced by the enemy's troops," (called" irre~ 
gulars" in the very next parag1·aph,) '' who, ~n 

* 'Vilkinson's Mem. 'Vol. I. p. 658. 

t ~kctc~es 9f t4~ War, p. ~77. :t App. No. ~6, 
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tut·n, forced Porter to retreat."• ln this way do 
we expose a " genet·al Porter," as completely as, 
we trust, we formerly did a '' commodore" or 
captain, of the same name, t and, it seems likely, 
of the same family too. 

Colonel Pearson, with his light troops, mi
litia, and Indians, pursued general Porter's 
brigade of ' 'olunteers and Indians, and captain 
l\'lacdonald's 80 regulars; till the arrival of a 
strong reinforcement from general Ripley'~ 

brigade, including the whole of the 25th regi
ment, obliged the British advance to fall back, 
in its turn. \rhile this skirmishing was going 
on upon the right of the British line, major
general Riall had drawn up his troops before the 
enemy's position; placing the 8th regiment, and 
the two light 24.-pounders and howitzer, upon 
the left, and the royal Scots and lOOth regiments, 
directly in front. The enemy had posted his 
artillery upon the right of his line; which consisted 
oft he 1st, or general Scott's brigade, and a portion 
of the 2d, or general Ripley's brigade: anotker 
portion had been detached in support of the 
3d, or general Porter's brigade of voluuteers. 

The royal Scots and IOOth regiment:-, were 
ordered to charge the enemy's column. The 
ground over which they had to pass was uneven, 
and covet·ed with long grass, whieh greatly 
impeded theit· progTess. It was not, howevers 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 651. 

t J qmes's Nav. Occur. p. 305-·20. 
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till the enemy's musketry, and a flanking fire 
from four pieces of his artillery, had cau~ied a 
serious loss of killed and wounded in the ranks 
of .these brave regiments, that the attempt was 
given up. Any further contest with a force 
iO superior in numbers being considered as 

unavailing, the British troops were directed to 

retire upon Chippeway. This they did in the 
most perfect order; bringing away, among their 
guns, a piece that had been disabled, and 
losing in prisoners none but the wounded. So 
gallantly was the retreat co\'ered by the 8th regi
ment and colonel Pearson's light detachment, 
that the Americans w~re deterred from ad\'ant:ing 
with sufficient promptitude, to hinder the British 
from destroying the bridge across the Chippe· 
way; on the left bank of which, major-gooeral 
Rial1 again encamped. This the American gene
ral ca11s being ''closely pressed."• 

The British loss in tbe battle of Street'~; 

creek was very severe. The killed amounted 
to three ,captains, three subalterns, seven 111er
jeants, and 13-' rank and file; the wounded, to 
three field-officers, (including the commanding 

offi~ers of the royal Scots and 100th regiments,) 
five captains, 18 subalterns, 18 se1jeants, and 

277 rank and file; and the missing, to one 
subaltern, one serjeant, and 44- rank and file ; 

total, 148 killed; 321 wounded; and 46 miss
Ing : grand totaJ, (including 433 of the two 

* App. No. 2.8. 
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before-mentioned regiments,) 515.• The royal 
Scots were now reduced, in effective strength, 
to 275, the IOOth, to 245, and general Riall's 
whole force, of regulars, militia, and Indians, 
to under 1520, rank and file. The loss of the 
Americans, in the same battle, amounted to two 
serjeants, and 58 rank and file, killed ; one 
colonel, three captains, seven subalterns, ltt ser
jeants, and 210 rank and file, wounded ; and 
one lieutenant-colonel, one major, one captain, 
(all of militia,) two serjeants, and 22 rank file, 
missing; total, 60 killed ; 235 wounded ; and 
27 missing; grand total, 322: • thus lea,·ing 
general Brown a force of fuJl 3730 men. 

Considering that the firing between the main 
bodies of the two armies did not continue be
yond an hour and a half, and that the 8th regi
ment, from the nature of its position, partici
pated very slightly in the engagement, the loss 
on both sides is a proof of the spirit with 
which it was contested. It is rather extraor
dinary, that not one of our three historians 
should have thought fit to state numbers on 
either side; yet do they all concur in declaring, 
that the numerical superiority was in our 
favor. Mr. O'Connor's account not less for its 
conciseness than its gross extravagance, is worthy 
of insertion. "The American troops,'' says this. 
writer, " on no occasion behaved with more 
galJantry than on the present. The Briti~h 

"' App. No. 27 . t App. No.~~~. 
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regulars suffered defeat from a number of ineflt 

principally volunteers and militia,- inferiut 
in every thing but courage to the vanquished 
enemy.''*-This is the man whose title-page has 
the words: " Carefully compiled from official 
documehts ;'' and yet, who pretends to be igno• 
rant~ that the'' official" returns on his own side, 
particularize five regiments of regular infantry 
nnd a corps of artillery, as having suffered a loss 
in the action. Even general Wilkinson, so 
cautious ih these matters, states the effective 
strength of general Scott's brigade, alone, at 1100 
reg·ulal· infantry, t and the force that crossed the 
strait under general Brown, at about 3500 men,:t: 
including about 2700 regulars. § 

We will readily admit that, in this battl~ 

the Americans fought with more bra,·ery and 
determination, than they had done since the 
war commenced. l\o opportunity, however, 
oc~urred, of emploJing the bayonet to any 
advantage; and our troops had to resort to mus

ketry; '' in which," saJs general \Yilkinson,_ 
" the American soldier, from habits of ea..Iy life, 
will always excel." 11 The general adds: " Com
paring small with g-reat things, here, as at 
Minden, the fate of the day was settled by the 
artillerv; and the American Towson mav de-

~ w 

senedly be ranked with the British Philips, 

• Hist. ofthe ·war, p. 254.' 

t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 65-!. 

:t Ibid. p. 646. ~Ibid. 668. 11 Ibid. 652 
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Drummond, and Foy." '*' Poor general Wil
kinson's comparisons are the most amusing part 
of his book. "\\-ithout elevating ''the American 
Towson" to quite so lofty a station, we may 
obsen-e, that the Americans deserve great credit 
for the attention they pay to theit artillery; 
which is, in general, fully as well served as our 
own, and, excepting the accidental circum
stance of our having two 24-pounders in this 
action, of much heavie1· caliber. 

The nadiness of the Americans to engage, at 
the battle of Street's creek, appt>ars to have ori
ginated in mis-information. From the prisoners 
taken at Fort-Erie general Brown learned, that 
major-gene ..a] Riall's regular force at Chippeway 
consisted solely of the first battalion of the royal 
Scots, and the 100th regiment; and consequently, 
of not more than 11 or 1200 men. The American 
commander, therefore, with his 3000 " accom
plished troops,"t advanced boldly to the attack. 
This is confirmed by Mr. Thomson; who, not 
only mentions no other tltan the above two .regi
ments as present, but states, that lieutenant
general Drummond ordered up '' the 8th 01· 

king's regiment from York,'J in consequence of 
« the defeat of major-general Riall."t 

On the other hand, intelligence reached 
the British,-probab1y through emissaries, or 

· • WilkinsGn's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 652. 

t ApiJ. No. 28. ! Skctchesof the. War, p. 280~ 
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spies, purposely sent from the American campr 
-that general Brown's force exceeded 5000 men; 
and major-general Riall himself, from the report 
of the American militia-officers, taken prisoners 
at the commencement of tbe action, considered 
the enemy's force to amount to "6000 men, 
with a very numerous train of artillery.''t We 
here see a striking difference in the impression 
respecting his adversary's strength, under 
which each of the generals led bis troops into 
battle. 

During the 6th aud 7th of July, general 
Brown remained quiet at his encampment on 
the bank of Street's creek; but, on the morning 
of the 8th, he determined upon an attempt to 
dislodge major-general Riall, who was still 
stationed at Chippeway. To effect this object, 
general Ripley proceeded, with his brigade and 
the artillery, to a point on the right bank of 
the Cbippeway, three miles above the British 
camp, in .order to open a road of communication, 
and to construct a bridge across the river, or 
creek, for the passage of the troops. After tbe 
Americans had planted their artillery on the 
bank, a detachment of general Riall's artillery 
arrived in front; but the latter, having now in 

charge two pieces only, was obliged, after a slight 
cannonade, to withdraw. The bridge was sOon 

afterwards completed; and the whole of 1he 

• A1111. Na:. ~6. 
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.American force crossed o\·er. In the mean while, 
1najor-general Riall had broken up his encamp
ment, and retired towards Queenstm-vn and Fort~ 

Gem·ge; at which latter place he arrived on that 
evening. During the same night, general Brown 
occupied Chippeway ; and, on the following 
morning, advanced to Queenstown; where he 
again encamped. 

On the 12th, while the Americans were at 
Queen!;town, brigadier-general Swift was de.
tached, with 120 (one American account says 
200) of general Porter's volunteers;"' to recon
noitre general Riall's position at Fort-George. 
On arriving near th~ fort, general Sn:ift; with 
his detachment; came suddenly upon a corporal 
and five men, belonging to a patrolling pal·ty 
of 32 rank and file _from the lig·ht company of 
the 8th, under major Evans of that regiri1ent. 
One _of the five privates levelled his piece at the 
American general; and, after mortally wound ... 

ing him, was himself shot dead ~ His five com
rades now fell back upon the remaining 26 

men of theil' detachment : who, on the report 
of the first musket1 had; with major Evans at 
their head, marched forward to the spot; The 
31 British were instantly surrounded by thei r 
l20 opponents; but the foTmer, by their skill and 
promptitude1 extricated themselves, without 
further loss, from their perilous situation. _ M·· ~ 

-* Sk~ches of the War, p. ~~1~ 
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Thomson, ho ~ the only editor th~ notices 
the affair, magni6es our force to 60 men; and 
then pretends that the man, after be had S1ll'

rendered, shot general Swift. The truth is, from 
the hour that the Americans landed near Fort
Erie, those inhabitants who c-~ behaved pea~
ably, and followed their private ocoparions,~* 

instead of being, as was promised by general 
Brown, in his proclamation to the Canadians, 
'' treated as frieads.," were plundered of their 
property, and, in many instances, sent as pri
~ners to the American side. By way, therefore, 
of palliating the enormities known to han~ 
been committed by the American army in its 

}>rogress through the rountry, _fr. Thomson 
prepares this account of general Swift's death; 
adding:- '' The whole volunteer brigade to 
' hiclt the general wa attached, solicited an op
portunity to avenge the fall of their brave officer: 
and an opportunity was not long wanted."t 

While at his encampment at Queenstowa~ 
general Brown writes commodore Chauncey. 
under date of the 13th July, to the following 
effect:- " All accounts agree that the force oi' 
the enemy in Kingston is Yery light. leet me 
on the lake·shore, north of Fort-George ith 
J9Ur fleet; and we will be able, I ha,·e no doubt, 
to settle a plan of operation that will break t 
power of the ene y in r pper Canada and that 
in the course of a short time. At a] I eYents, let 

• App. No. 25. + ·rtch~s of the War; p. ~a 



GREAT BRITAIN ANO AMERICA. · 13} 

me hear from you ; I have looked for your fleet 
with the greatest anxiety, since the lOth. 1 do 
not doubt my ability to meet the enemy in 
the field, and to march in any direction over 
his countr.v; your fleet carrying for me the 
necessary supplies. 'Ye can threaten forts 
George and ~iagara, and carry Burlington~ 
Heig·hts and York ; and proceed direct to King
ston, and carry that place. For God's sake let 
1ne see you. Sir James will not fight. Two of 
his vessels are now in Niagara river. If you 
conclude to meet me at the head of the lake, and 
that immediately, have the goodness to bring 
the guns and troops that I have ordered from 
Sackett's Hat·bor. • 

Commodore Chauncey, kllowing better than 
that sir James would not fight, was lying 
at Sackett's Harbor, awaiting the equipment 
of his second frigate, the Mohawk ; '' to main
tain," says an American editor, " the existing 
equality;'' bet, in reality, to acquire that one
third superiority, without which it would not be 
prudent to appear on the lake. t 

On the morning of the 9th, major-general 
Riall, leaving at the forts George and l\1ississaga, 
in lieu of the 350 rank and file of the Glengarry 
regiment, andofthe300 militia,+ by whom he had 

• Wilkioson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 666. 

+ James's Naval Occurrences, p. 399. 

t Both recently arrived from York. 
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there been joined, detachments of the royal Scots, 
and 8th, and theremaining245 of the lOOth, regi. 
mentst proceeded, with a . force in regulars and 
militia, amounting to about 1360 rank and file, 
towards Burlington heights; where he expected 
to meet the l03d regiment, and the flank compa· 
nies of the l04th, the latter of which had recently 
arrived there. This .)unct~on was fortunately 
effected at the Twenty-mile creek; whence the 
mHjor-general; with his force, now augmented to 
about 2000 regulars and militia, marched back 
to, and took post at, the Fifteen-mile creek, 
distant about 13 miles from the American camp• 

Intelligence o~ this movement on the part of 
major-general RjalJ, unaccompanied, howe\·er; 
by any account of his having been joined by 
the 103d regiment, reached general Brown oo 
the 14th, the day after he had caHed for commo• 
dore Chauncey's co-operat~on. The British 
force, thus assembled, was stated to consist of 
one wing of the royal Scots, the lOOth regi• 
ment, and the Glengarry light infantry; amount• 
ing, in all, to 12.50 men, besides 800 incorpm·ated 
militia and Indians; making a total of 2050 
men.* We have here the total, though not the 
details, of the British force, as accurately stated 
as need be. Had the junction of the 103d 
regiment been known, we may weU suppose 
that major-general Riall's force would have been 

• Wilkin5on's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 669. 
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swelled out to 3000 men ; bnt, although const
dered to be a third below that amount, no 

attack was to be made, without the sanction of a 

uouncil of n·ar. General Brown's force, on this 

occasion, '' was estimated at 2700 regulars,. and 
1000 ,·olunteers, militia, and Indians ;"• which 
amounts, within 30 men, to what we stated to 

have been that officer's force, after the battle of 
8ta·eet's ~reek. At ~his ~ouncil the minority 

w~~ for attacking major-ge~eral Riall ; the 
majority, for investing Foa·t-G~orge. Accord
ingly, on the 15th, g~neral Ripley's brigade of 
regulars, an~ ge~erai PorteF's brigade of volun
teers, accq~panied by a detachment of regular 

artill~ry, with a 6-pounder and a at inch how

it~ef, the whole numbering about 2200 rank and 
file, ad-Yanced to the neighbourhood of the 
British fort. '"' hile this strong body of Ameri; 

can tropp~ wa~ reconnoitring th~ fortifications, 
lieutenant-~olonel Tucker, wi~h the detachment 

of the 8t~ rfg~m~~t~ and two 6-pounder field
pieces, mqved out from Fort-Mississaga; and; 
being joined by the few royals from Fort-Geo~ge~ 
and aided by the guns of that f9rt, compelled 

the Americans, in spite of their g~~at' superiority 
of -numbers, to retire to a more. respectable dis~ 
tance. l\ot a casualty occurred on our part. . 

Sev.enal slight skirmishes afterwards took place 
between the adverse piq nets, in which the Ame

ricans were almost the only sufferers. The, fur-:. 

• Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 66~. 
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theJ; proceedings of the American troops before 

Fort-George, are tolerably well defined in major 

M'Farland's letter :-'4 The militia and Indians, 

says he, " plundered and burnt every thing. 

The whole population is against us: not a 

foraging party, but is fired on, and not unfre· 

quently return with missing numbers. This 

state was to be anticipated. The Indians were 

sent off some days since," (letter dated 2."lth of 

July,) -'' as they were found useless, except to 

plunder. The militia have burnt several pri. 

'\'ate dwelling-houses; and, on the 19th instant, 

burnt the village of St. David, consisting of 

about 30 or 40 houses, This was done within 

three miles of camp; and my battalion was sent 

to cover the retl·eat, as they (the militia) had 

been sent to scour the country of some Indians 

and rangers, and it was presumed they might 

J>e pursued. My God! what a service. I ne\'er 

witnessed such a scene; and, had not the com

manding officer of the party, lieutenant-colonel 

Stone, been disgraced, and sent out of the army, 

I should have handed in my sheep-skin.•"

The major declares, in the vea·y same letter,-as 

a proof of his being a staunch American,-that 

he desires no better fun tban to fight the 

British troops, (whom he politely calls, '' Euro

pea-n cut-throats,") g·iving to them one-fourth 

more than his own nun1ber. \Vhat, then, 

1nust have been the " scenes>' aud sufferings, 

,* Commissio_n. 
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that could excite compassion in such a breast 
as this? 

A lthoug·h none of the Ame1·ican historians 
bestow a word upon the burning of St. David's, 
and the pillage of the surrounding country, we 
now pe•·ceive to what l\lr. Thomson more parti
cularly alluded, when he told us, that the whole 
-volunteer brigade had solicited leave to avenge 
~eneral Swift's death, and that'' an opportunity 
was not long wanted." It is true, lieutenant-colo
nel Stone was declarPd, by a " General Order," 
to have " directed" the burning of St. David's, 
"contrary to the orders of government ;'' and 
the same document concluded thus:-'' Lieu
tenant-colonel Stone will reti1·e from the army." 
But this summary method of discharging officers 
was, in the American camp, as customary as it 
proved ineffectual. Among many instances, 
general Brown, soon after the battle . of Street's 
~reek, ordered captain Treat, of the 21st infan
try, " on the spot, to retire from the army,'' 
for having been guilty of cowardice ; and yet a 
court-martial, presently afterwards, re-instated 
that officet" in his command. Why was not 
lieutenant-colonel Stone tried for his offence, 
and thereby allowed an opportunity of shewing 
whether or not he had exceeded his orders? If he 
set fire to St. David's without orders, was there 
not a ".General Order," issued by general Brown 
nimse]f, in which it was expressly declared, 
that-" Any plunderer shall be punished with 
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death" -? • But that the Canadians had expe
rienced, both in their persons and propet·ties, 
so many flagrant violations of that " General 
Orde:r,'! as to entitle it to be considered, unless, 
in its intended ope•·ation upon the public mind;, 
as tnere blank paper, we might suppose that 
the gallant colonel had ~a,·ed himself, by the 
quibbling excuse, that he was not a '' plun· 
(lerer,'? p~t an incendiary. The most extra
ordinary thing is, however, that the American 
government, within se\'en weeks after the burn
ing of St. David's, and when some apology 
for:that, among otper atrocities, wa~ thought due 
to the representations made on our part, should 
say:-'~ For the burning of St. Dal-·id?s, com
mitted hy stragglers, the officer n·ho commanded 
in that quarter was di8missed, without a trial, for 
not preventing it."t Lieutenant-colonel Stone, 
then, was not '~ disn.issed without a trial," 
-because he '' directed," but '~ for not prm·eut
ing,'' the burning of the \'illage; nor was the 
act committed by the militia sent, pnder the 
orde.rs of this ,-et·y colonel, ~' to scour the 
coontry," but by ~'stragglers," under the orders 
of no. one; and this, although the American 
camp was ·< ~ly thl'ee miles off. 

On the day succeeding the conflagration of 
St. David's, general Brown abandoned his 

~ App. No. 25. 

t Mr. Munro's letter to sir Ale~andcr Cochran_e, dated 
Sept. 6, 1~14. 
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encampment at Queenstown, and concentrated 
his whole force in the neighbourhood of Fort· 
Georg·e; stationing a part of it on the shore of 
Lake Ontario, to keep a sharp look-out for the 
arrival of commodore Chauncey's tleet, with the 
anxiously expected " guns and troops from 
Sackett's Harbor.'' After waiting in suspense 
from the 20th to the 23d, general Brown pre
pared to retrace his steps to Queenstown and 
Ch1ppeway; in order, as he says, to draw a sup.; 
ply of provisions from Schlosser, and then march 
directly to Burlington Heights.• American 
caution was never more conspicuous than iri 
this retrograde movement of general Brown's: 
The fortifications of Fort-George were not in 
a better state than when general M'Clure, 
with a garrison of upwards of 2000, abandoned 
them to colonel Mu1•ray, with fewer than 500 

men ;t and now that fort was garrisoned by a 
itmaller number than then besieged it, and was 
beseiged by double the number that then 
composed its ga•·rison. Yet major M' Farland, 
in his before-mentioned letter, assig·ns, as a 
1·eason for general Brown's retreat, that it would 
require" 6000 men, with a large train of bat:
te'ring artillery," to make any impression upon 
Fort-George. The Ame.ricans seem determined 
to remind us, as well of general M'Clure's 
bloodless surrender of this same · fort, _ as of 

* App. No. 32. t Sec p. 11. 
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tolonel Murray's gallant assault upon, and 
(;)apture of, their own Fort-Niagara. 

General Brown, with his army, entered 
Queenstown on: the evening ofthe 23d ; and, on 
the next day, this American general, who had 
scarcely done boasting that he did not doubt 
his ability '' to meet the enemy in the field, and 
to march in any direction over his country," 
finding, by accounts from Sackett's Harbor, that 
the commodore was unable, or, rather, un
willing, to leave port, became so'' apprehensive 
of an attack npon the rear of his army,'' * that 
he not only continued his retreat to Chippeway, 
but, to quicken his movements, disencumbered 
the army of its baggage. t Ha ring re-crossed 
the Chjppeway, general Brown encamped on 
the right bank of that river, with the ""·hole of 
his arm~' , except the 9th regin1ent, which was 
posted on the left, or north bank, protected in 
front by a block-house. It ought not to be 
omitted, that the Americans, during their re
treat to this place, plundered, and made prisoners 
of, several of the inhabitants. 

Intelligence of general Brown's arrival at Chip
pew ay reached general Riall, on the same after
noon ; and, at ele\'en o'clock that night-, the 
British advance, consisting of the Glengarry 
regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Battersby ; 
40 men of the 104th, under lieutenant-colonel 

• Sketches of thp War, p. 283. . t App. No. 32. 
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Drummond; the incorporated militia, under lieu
tenant-colonel Robinson, and the sedentary mili
tia, under lieutenant-colonel Parry, of the lOOd ~ 

major Lisle's troop of the 19th light dragoons, 
and a detachment of artillery, ha ing in chargt
the two 24-pounders and howitzer employed at 
Street's cret'k, and three 6-pounders; the whole 
numbering about 950 rank and file, and placed 
under the immediate command of lieutenant
colonel Pearson, moved from the Twelve-mile 
creek; and, at seven o'clock the next morning, 
took up a position near Lundy's lane, leading; 
into the tnain Queenstown, or Niagara road , 
and distant from the American encampment 
about 24- miles. 

The Americ~n general, having received intel
ligence that the British had crossed over, in 
considerable numbers, from Queenstown to 
Lewistown; and that the force near Lundy's 
lane was a mere patrolling party, determined, 
by way of causing a diversion, to re-occupy 
the former ,·illage. Accordingly, at about a 
quarter past five on the afternoon of the 25th, 
general Scott, at the head of his own brigade 
of regular infantry, Towson's artillery, with 
his two 18-poun~ers," and all the dragoons and 
mounted men,"• numbering, as we gather 
from the American accounts, fully 1150 rank 
and file, marched towards Queenstown; with 

~ App. No. 32. 
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special orders ''to report if the enemy appeared, 
and to call for assistance, if that was necessary ."• 

On arriving at the falls, just two miles ft61B 
camp, the advanced piquets commt>nced firing; 
and general ~cott immediately despatd.ed two 
or three officers in su~cession, to acquaint gene
ral Brown, that the enemy was in force, directly 
in his front; although he conf€ssed that a narrow 
wood intercepted that force from his ''iew. As 
the enemy " was in force,''· it became " necei
sary" to send '-' assistance ;" therefore general 
Brown, who had been reinforced by 250 me11 
of the 1st, and 100 men of the 22d regiment~ 
just arrived in three schooners from Erie, 
taking with him generals Ripley's and Porter's 
brigades, and major Hindm~n's corps of artil. 
lery, having in charge seven field-pieces, instant
ly "pressed forward with ardor." • In the mean 
while, some of the American officers, having 
heard at l\'lrs,. \Vilson's house, near the falls~ 
and reported to general Scott, "that the enemy 
could not be in force," t that officer, with 
the first brigade, tke artil1ery, and dragoon$, 
'' pressed forward with ardor," to attack th'l 
British advance. General Riall, who happened 
to be with the latter, considering g·eneral Scott's 
detachment as merely the van of a force nearly 
four times superior to his own, ordered colone~ 

* App. No. 32. 
t Wilkinsou's Mem. Vol. I. his A pp. No. 9 .. 
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Pearson to retire upon Queenstown; and sent 
similar orders to colonel Scott, who, with the 
main body, was advancing from the Twelve. 
mile creek. 're must now relate what caused 
a sudden change in the destination of the re
treating British force. 

As soon as intelligence of major-general 
Riall's d-iscomfiture at Street's creek reached 
lieutenant-general Drummond at Kingston, thQ 
latter, leaving orders for De " 7 atteville's regi
ment to follow, in two columns~ marched to 
York, with the remnant of the 2d battalion of 
the 89th regiment, about 400 sta·ong, under 
lieutenant-colonel l\1orrison. On the evening 
of the 24th, the lieutenant-general and suite, 
-with the 89th, embarked at York, on board 
sir Jame~ Yeo's vessels, the N etley, Charwell, 
Star, and Magnet; and arrived at Fort-Niagara at 
day-light on the morning of the 25th. Having 
despatched to Q.ueenstown the 89th regiment, 
and the detachments of the royal Scots and 
8th which had been left by general Riall in the 
forts George and · Mississaga, lieutenant-ge
neral Drummond ordered lieutenant-colonel 
Tucker to proceed up the right bank of the 
Niagara, with 300 of the 41st, about 200 of the 
royal Scots, and a body of Indians, supported 
on the river by a party of armed seamen, under 
captain Dobb;;, of the Charwell brig, in order 

I 
to disperse or capture an Arnericap for.ce · en-
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camped at I..ewistown. Some unavoidable delay 
occurred in the march of the troops up the right 
bank ; and colonel Swift, with his 200 volun
teers, and whatever other troops belonged to 
the post, had effected their escape towards 
Schlosser, and crossed over to the Amet·ican 
camp at Chippeway. The British arrived in 
time only to take possession of about lOO tents, 
a quantity of baggage and provisions; with 
which, at about four o'clock on the same after
noon, they crossed over to Queenstown, and 
there met the detachment under lieutenant
colonel Morrison. After the troops had dined, 
lieutenant-general Drummond sent back, as 
garrisons to the three forts in the rear, 220of tbe 
41st, and the whole remaining strength of the 
lOOth regiments, under the orders of lieutenant
colonel Tucker ; and hastened forward to the 
falls, with the 89th regiment, detachments of 
the royal Scots, and 8th, and the light com
pany of the 41st regiments, numbering, alto· 
gether, 815 rank and file. 

No sooner had this seasonable reinforcement, 
after a rapid march of se'fen miles from Queens
town, and of 14 altogether, arrived within 
half a mile of Lundy's lane, than information 
was brought of the retreat -of major-general 
Riall's advanced division; and the troops had 
~careely halted, ere they were joined by the 
militia wh?.~b had formed part of it, and l,:J10se 
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t·etreat had been ably covered by the Glengarry 

regiment. General Drummond, first despatch

ing an officer to recaH colon4tl Scott, pushed 

forward to Lundy's lane; where he ar1·ived a few 

minutes before six o'clock, and just as the enemy 

had approached within 600 yards of the top of the 

hill. The British force was quickly formed;

tbe 89th regiment, the 320 men of the roJal Scots, 

and the 41st light company, in the rear of the hill, 

with their left resting on the Queenstown, or 

Niagara road; the two 24-pounders a little in 

advance of the centre, on the sum1nit of the hill; 

the Glengarry regiment, in the woods on the 

right of the line; and the militia, and the 120 

men of the 8th, on the left of the Niagara 1·oad, 

" ·ith the light dragoons, on the same road, a 

little in the rear: constituting a total of 1770 

rank and file, supported by two 24-pounders, two 

6-ponnders, and a· 5~-inch howitzer. Scarcely 

had the different corps taken their stations, than 

the American troops, under the command of 

general Scott, commenced the attack. With 

the exception, however, of partially forcing back 

the left, the Americans could make no impression 

upon the British troops; and, after nearly an 

hour's combat, retired behind a new line, formed 

by generals Ripley's and Porter's brigades; to 

~he former of which the 1st regiment, under 

colonel Nichohis,«< and to the latter, a fresh 

• A pp. No. 32": · 
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party of ''olunteers, had been attached: tbits; 
making the total force, under general Brown;
u pwaa·ds of 4000 men l 

Finding the British guns upon the hill very 
destructive, the Americans made several des .. 
perate efforts to carry them. After being most 
gaHa~atly resisted by the 89th; the detachment!t 
of the royal Scots and 8th regiments, and 
the sedentary militia under colonel Pany, the 
ga·eat numerical superi01·ity, and, certainly, well
dir~cted lire, of the American infantry and artil
lery, enab"led them to gain their point. They 
had no leizure, however, to remoYe, or, at this 
time, to employ the captured pieces. The battle 
had now raged for three hours; "the thickest 
and most impenetrable darkness prevailed;''* 
and both armies had suspended their fire; one 
to collect and re-organize its "faultering" regi
ments; the other t9 await the reinforcement 
momentarily expected from the Twelve-mile 
creek. .Just at the hour of nine, colonel Scott, 
with the 103d regiment, detachments of the 
royal Scots, 8th, and 104th n=-giments, and 
about 300 sedentary militia, few of whom had 
muskets, accompanied hf two 6-pounders, and 
numbering·, altogether, 1230 rank and file, now 
came upon the ground. It had been intended 
that colonel Scott's dh-ision should march 
fro\n the Twehe·mile creek, and the· men were 

• " ' ilkinson's l\Iem. Vol. I. his A pp. No. 9. 
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actually under arms, at three o'clock in the 
morning. tTnfortnnately, however, the order 
·was countermanded, and the troops did not move 
till past mid-day. At about a quarter before six, 
and just as they had arrived within three miles 
of the field of battle, came general Riall's order 
for them to retire upon Queen~1own ; and they 
had actually made a retrogade movement of 
nearly four miles, before they receiv·ed gene1·al 
Drummond's order to re-advance. Having thus 
been nine hours on the march, the men were a 
good deal blown and fatigued, when they joined 
the contending division. 

Owing to the extreme darkness of the night, the 
103d regiment, and the sedentary militia, under 
colonel Hamilton, with the two field-pieces, 
passed, by mistake, into the centre of the Amen
can army, now vosted upon the hill; and, after 
sustaining a very heavy and destructive fire, fell 
back in confusion. The 103d, however, by the 
exertions of its officers, afterwards rallied; and 
formed in line to the right of general Drummond's 
front column. Another disaster ensued from 
the darkness. The detachments of the royal 
Scots and 8th, forming part of the reinforcement, 
unfortunately mistook, for the enemy, the Glen
garry regiment, stationed in the woods to the 
right ; and kept upon it a severe and destructi re 
fire. 

Under all these circumstances, general Drum
mood derived but a partial benefit from colonel 

YOL. IT. L 
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Scott's reinforcement. In the meanwhile, the: 
conflict, which had been renewed on the part of 
the Americans, owing to the supposed advantage 
gained over the British, in the repulse of the 
103d regiment ~nd militia, so peculiarly cir .. 
cumsianced, was a!lisuming a more serious aspect 
than ever. They were now in possession of the 
crest of the hill, and of seven pieces of captured 
artillery ; which, in conjunction with their ownf 
they turned against the British column. • On 
the other hand, the British, besides their infe. 
riority of numbers, were without artillery, and 
had to march up a steep hill, to regain the guns 
they had lost; or even, as the Americans were too 
prudent to descend from their position, to give 
a decisive character to the contest. After a 
smart struggle, the British, not only regained 
their seven pieces of cannon, but captured a 
6-pounder and a 5k inch howitzer, which major 
Hindman, of the American artillery, had brought 
up against them. Several determined, but vain 
efforts, we1·e now made by the Americans, to repos
sess the hill; and, at about half-past 11, they gave 
up the contest, and retreated to their camp; 
leaving, upon the field, the whole of their dead, 
and many of their wounded. 

Major-general Riall, ·having been sererely 
wounded at the early part of the action, lf&S, 

with some other wounded officers and atten
dants, retiring to the rear to have his wounds 

• Sketches of the War, p. 29:l. 
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dressed, when he and his party were captured 
by the American 25th regiment, under colonel 
Jessup, and a dPtachment of cavalry; wliich, in 
driving back the British left, had gained a 
momentary possession of the Niagara-road. At 
this time, also, captain Loring, one of general 
Drummond's aides de camp; and who was pro
ceeding to the rear with orders; was also made 
prtsoner. 

The British loss in this action was, one captain 1 

three subaltetns, one deputy- assistant- adj u
tant-general, four se1jeants; and 75 1·ank and 
file, killed; one lieutenant-general, one major"' 
general, one inspecting field-officer, one deputy
assistant-quarter-master-general, two lieutenant• 
colonels, eight captains, 25 subalterns, 31 ser• 
jeants, five drummers, and 482 rank and file, 
wounded; one captain, three subalterns, two 
quarter-masters, 11 serjeants; five drummers.; 
and 171 rank and file, missing and prisoners; 
one aide de camp, four captains, four subalterns, 
one quarter-master, four seljeants; and 28 rank 
and file; prisoners. Total, 84 killed~ 559 

wounded; 19.'3 missing; and 42 prisoners : 
grand total 878 '* The great use made by the 
Americans of buck-shot, while it swelled out . 
the returns, occasioned most of the wounds to be 
very slight. That musket .. cartridges, in the 
American service; are invariably made up with 
buck-sliot~ is acknowledged by general "\'ViJkin.-, 

'* A pp. No. 31. 
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son; who, referring to the use of rifles in the dark, 
says:-" The musket and bayonet, with buck
shot, is preferable; because, in nocturnal affairs, 
nothing decisive can take place, but at close 
quarters."*-The British returns of loss show, 
as clearly, that the militia brought up with 
colonel Scott's division, and who, as already 
stated, were, for the most part, without arms, 
did not rally, after their surprise by the enemy, 
as that those, forming part of the advance, 
behaved in a distinguished manner. The few 
htdians present were of no use whatever. 

According to the official returns at the foot 
of general Brown's letter, the American loss 
amounted to, one major~ five captains, one adju
tant, four subalterns, 10 serjeants, and 150 rank 
and file, killed; one major-general, one bri
gadier-general, two aides de camp, one brigade
major, one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, four 
majors, seven captains, one adjutant, one pay
master, three quarter-masters, 32 subalterns, 
36 serjeants, three musicians, and 478 rank and 
file, wounded; and one brigade-major, one 
captain, six subalterns, nine serjeants, and 93 
rank and file, mis~ing. t Total, 171 killed ; 572 
wounded; and 110 missing: gn1nd total 854. 

The loss, thus admitted by the Americans, was 
highly creditable to the skill and gallantry of 
the inferior numbers opposed to them. But 

• Wilkinson's .Mem. Vol. I. p. 538. 
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general Brown's loss has certainly been under
rated; for 210 dead, besides a great many 
wounded, Americans were counted upon the field 
of battle, on the following morning; and, upon 
the suLsequent advance of the British to Chip
peway, they found a number of fresh graves, in 
which the bodies had been so slightly covered, 
that the arms and legs were, in many instances, 
exposed to view. 

As first in order among the American accounts 
of this action, we will take general Brown's 
letter. In American official correspondence, 
this letter forms, in one respect, an anomaly: 
it no where mentions, that the Americans had 
supet·ior numbers to contend with. What are 
we to infer from this, but that the reverse fact 
was too glaring to be questioned~ The letter 
iB certainly well written; and the writer, we 
should suppose, gave the number of his own 
troops, at least, in this " memorabfe battle." 
Perhaps the paragraph, containing that infor
mation, was suppressed, by the order of e 
government. Such things, we know, have been 
frequently .done; and, did the number agree 
with what a writer from Buffaloe stated general 
Brown's force, in the Lundy's lane battle, to have 
amounted to, namely, ''about 4000 men," the 
probability is encreased. The American com
mander begins his letter, with telling us of the 
'' gallant men" he had the " good fortune to 
lead;" and yet freely confesses, that one regiment 
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~' faltered," and another " gave way and re
treated." Upon the whole, however, the Ameri
can troops fought bravely; and the conduct of 
many of the officers, of the artillery corps especi
ally, would have done bonor to any service. 
Had general Brown's n·ounds allowed him to 
:remain long enough on the field, he would have 
found that it was not the last Bt·itish, but the last 
.American "effort,'' that had been " repulsed ;" 
~nd that it was after that last effort, " that the 
victory was complete." How are we to reconcile 
this confidence of'f victory," with the order which 
colonel Hind man, of the artillet·y, received from 
general Brown, as the latter was retiring from 
the field, on his way to Buffaloe :-" Collect 
your artillery, as well as you can, and retire 
immediately ~ we shall all march to camp"*'? 
This was deposed to at gt>qeral Ripley's 
court-martial. If thfl American troops, who 
1\ad marched two miles to the field of battle, 
needed " some refreshment,'' what must have 
b~n the state of the British troops, all of whom, 
except the advance, lJad marched 14 miles to 
the field of battle ? 

Some parts 9f lVIt·~ O'Connor's account are 
worth ex tr~cting; -" \Vellington's iuvincibles," 
s-~ys he, ~' had just arrived from Europe, and 
Drummond resolved that they shou]d not on1y 
tnaintain their character, but maintain it in a 
fpanne.r that would make the most desponding 

' '\Vilkinstln's Mc.l!l. Vol. I. ltis App. Nq. 14. 
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impression on the bran•, but raw recruits of the 
republic.'' " A fine moon-light night favured, 
equally, the operations of both armies."-This is 
excellent; when all the American officers exa
mined at general Ripley's court-martial, concur 
in the fact, that the night was unusually dark. 
"The Americans," proceeds this accurate gentle
man," could not be driven, nor withstood: deter
mined not to be overthrown, even by superior 
numbers, they ~eemed resolved to crush what
ever foe opposed them. Had they been con
quered, they would yet deserve honor ; as victors, 
they cm·ered themselves with glory."* He 
attributes the loss of the" howitzer," to the high
spirited horses having run with it '' into the 
ranks of the enemy." On the other hand, it was 
the '' want of horses'' that compelled the Ame
ricans to leave to us " most of the cannon 
which were taken." Here we discover, that 1\'Ir. 
o·connor alludes to the British unlimbered 
6-pounder, for which an American one had, by 
mistake, been placed upon a British limber.t 
The British loss is made to amount to " between 
1200 and 1300 men ;" and their" force engaged, 
by their own confession, 4500 men, mostly, or 
wholly regulars, besides a host of Indians: thel 
American force,'' proceeds Mr. O'Connor, "did 
not exceed 2800; consisting, in a great propor
tion, of the militia of Pennsylvania and New 
York." • Yet, this writer, in the very next line1 

* Hist. of tJ> .. "'! ' · r, p. 257. t App. No. 30. 
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refers to " general Brown's official letter ;" in 
which the militia-volunteers are stated 'at less 
than a third ·part of the American force in the 
field. And how came Mr. O'Connor to omit 
the honorable corps, styled, in the American 
1·eturns,-'' Canadian volunteers," t and com
manded by the" gallant colonel \\' ilcocks;" whose 
tr~itorous acts, as the assistant of i\1.'Clure, fell 
so -heavy upon the inhabitants of I\ewark? t 

Mr. Thornson devotes 19 pages of his book to 
the battle of Lundy's lane. He describes the 
hour's action previous to the arrival of the whole 
of Ripley's and Porter's brigades, as fought be
tween generals Riall and Scott; although general 
.Prummond, with his reinforcement, had been 
present from the commencement. He evidently 
mistakes colonel Scott's, for general Drummond's 
arrival. This misnomer.is of some use to us. 1\lr. 
Thomson, after stating that general Riall had 
" despatched messengea·s to lieutenant-general 
Drummond at Fort-George, to inform him of 
the desperate nature of the conflict," says:
,, Until this period of the engagement," that is, 
until, in reality, colonel Scvtt's arri-ral, '' his 
force, including the incorporated militia and 
some Indians, amounted to 1637 men."§ 1\fr. 
Thomson has here~ by pure accident, stated 
nearly the amount of general Drummond's force, 

* Hist. of the United States, p. 257. 
t App. No: 33. :t Seep. 7. { 

§ Sketches of the War, p. 288. 
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during· the first three hours of the battle. He 
attends every reg·iment in its marches and 
counter-marches; and makes a fine thing of the 
charges upon the arti1lery. Not trusting to 
language alone, he has given us a copper-plate 
representation. So far from the American line 
here resembling the " pot-hook" line, formed 
by '' captain Clodpole's company" of Carolina 
militia, in Lambert's Travels, • Mr. Thomson's 
artist has employed his rule for the purpose; 
and the line e has formed for _l\llr. O'Connor·s 
" raw recruits,'' in this night of" impenetrable 
darkness," close in front of'' a host of \-\7 ellington's 
invincibles," reminds us rather, of what we 
sometimes witness upon the parade in St. James's
park, than of the advance of the American 
troops, to seize the British cannon at Lundy's 
lane. 

Turning over Mr. Thomson's confused pages, 
we come at last to his numbers. He makes the 
A1nerican force less, and the British force more, 
tiJan Mr. O'Connor does. One he states at 
'' 2417 men;" the other,-to prove how he can 
make up for a bad beginning, -at '' 3450 
t·egulars, 1200 incorporated militia, and 480 
Indians, making in all 5130 men."t This 
moderate inct·ease upon the 1637 arose, it 
appears, out of four several reinforcements; 

* Lambert's Travels, Vol. II. p. I 98. 
t Sketches of the War, p. 300. 
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along with the last of which came up '' four of 
the British fleet." •-Poor Mr. Thomson ! Into 
what a dilemma he has here fallen. The river, 
from the falls, close to which the battle was 
fought, to Queenstown, a distance of eight miles, 
is, owing to its turbulence and rapidity, not na
vigable even for boats; and the four vessels to 
which this learned historian alludes, and which 
were the same that brought general Drummond 
and his troops from York, were lyiug peaceably 
at anchor opposite to Fort-George, 4 miles from 
the scene of action. 

Our third historian, doctor Smith, has; in hi~ 
usual brief way, extracted none but the most 
' 'iolent and extravagant parts of the accounts 
before him ; excepting that, while he makes our 
" force engaged., including the Canadian militia, 
.4500," some one has persuaded him to advance 
.11 step nearer to truth, and state " that of the 
_Americans at less than 3000."t An American 
writer from Buffaloe, speaking of this action, 
says: " We had in our whole army 4000 men ;"t 
~nd, in the '' Butfaloe Gazette Extraordinary," 
pf July 28, we read: "The enemy's forces en• _ 
gaged must have been ne~rly 5000; ours,''-here 
lS a frank admission,....._" slwd of that number.', 
~fter this~ will it be pretended, that the Ameri .. 

* Sketches of tbc 'Var, p. 296. 

+ Hist. of the United States, p. 313, 

§ Albany Paper, Aug. 2, 1814. 
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cans had not 4000 men in the field t the battle 
of Niagara? 

We had almost forgotten, that we hafe a 
fourth hi~torian to glean from. General Wil
kinson, finding it ea"ier, and, as we infer from 
his complaints of ill-usage, more profitable, to 
fight on paper than in the field, drags us through 
54 tolerably close octavo pages, (exclusive of 
19 much closer pages of Appendix,) till he has 
done descanting upon '' true v~lor," in the per
formances of the " heroes of Bridgewater," 
and,-forgetful of his own behaviour in the Mon
treal expedition, and before La Colle grist-mill,
upon militat·y imbecility, in the proceedings of 
geperals Brown and Scott, on the " memorable 
25th of July." As, for almost every important 
fact, two opposite statements can be found, it 
would be only misleading the reader to make 
extracts. \Ye may suppose, howe,·er, that the .five 
large diagrams, which the general gives of the 
action, are tolerably correct. On the contrary, 
our faith in them is destroyed, thus:-" Of cour~e~ 
the diagram," says the general, "fqunded oq 
colonel Leaven worth's report, iserq:>.neous.'' * Al
though not explicit as to numbers, he takes care 
to adopt a similar stratagem to that whic.h he 
practised about the gm1 .. boats at La Colle, t and 
represents the British columns upon ~is diagrams, 
to be five times as large as the American. Even 

* Wilkinson's ¥em. Vol. J. p. 689. t Sec p. f68. 
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here he is d omed to contradict the inference he 
would have us draw. '' I have no authority," 
says general Wilkinson, "' to question general 
Drummond's report of his own order of battle, or 
his force, except from the information of colonel 
l~eavenworth and other officers."* And yet, 
alluding to the materials from which he pro
fesses to draw up his history of this battle, he 
asks: " But how shall we reconcile the very 
opposite accounts, which have been rendered 
on oath before a tribunal of justice?" t And 
why the accounts may well be opposite, he 
immediately afterwards explains, very satisfac
torily, thus: " I will ans·wer, from what I have 
witnessed, that, in warm militarv combats, an 
officer at the head of a platoon or battalion, who 
does his duty, can see Yery little beyond his 
immediate command, and that difterent men see 
the sat~le object with different optics ;''t-more 
especially, when " it was so dark at the time, 
~hat objects could not be distinguished many 
paces.''+ The capture of general Riall, and of 
the other prisoners taken with him, the general 
very properly attributes to " the confusion inci
dent to a night-attack, and the shifting of the 
action."* l\or does he, lil\.e l\tl1-. O'Connor, 
and most of the other historians, unwittingly 
lessen the merit of the Yictors, by styling the 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 722. 

t Ibid. 701. 
t Ibid. 686. 
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yanquished-" cowards.'' The general, Yea·y 

considerately, ranks British, next to American 
valor; thus: " The enemy, whose persevering 
courage could not be excelled, but by men who 
sprang from the same stock,'' &c."* Our last 
extract shall be from the general's " Prelimi

nary Observations." " I speak not/' says he, 
'' of achievements by which cities have been 
saved, and states protected ; of great and san
guinary battles, wherein the life of the soldier 
has been bartered for the safety of the empire; 
of Thermopylre, or-NPw Orleans;--'' t Can 

we proceed? 
After the '' victorious'' American troops had 

retired to their camp, and ohtai ned the "neces
sary refreshment,'' they were again ordered, with 
general Ripley, upon whom the command had 
now devohed, at their ht"ad, to march to the 
" battle ground,u there to meet and beat the 
enemy, if he again appeared/'~ General Brown 
simply and truly says:-" It was not executed;" 
leaving his commentators to find excuses. Doc
tor Smith, either not in the vein of fiction, or 
become suddenly conscientious, prefet·s leaving 
a hiatus in his'' History,'' to separating the battle 

of Bridgewater from the next " brilliant exploit" 
he has to record. Neither Mr. Thomson nor 
Mr. O'C~nnor . is so easily staggered. The 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 706. 
! A pp. No . . 32, 

t Ibid .. 676. 
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latter, without the slightest hesitation, says:--"
,,On the morning after the battle, the Americans, 
under generals Ripley and Porter, reconnoitred 
the enemy, who did not shew any disposition to 
renew the contest; and then burned the enemy's 
barracks, and a bridge at Chippeway: afte~ 

which they returned to Fort-Erie.''* Mr. Thorn
son attempts to qualify and alter the meaning 
of general Brown's orders; and to pro,·e that 
the enemy was a fifth time" reinforced." u lT nder 
such circumstances," he adds, " it would have 
been highly injudicious to have attacked him." 
"General Ri pley ," proceeds Mr. Thomson, ''see
ing the impossibility of regaining the fie)d of 
battle, and the probability of his own flanks 
being coni pelled to fall back, by the immense 
superiority of the enemy's numbers, turned his 
army towards the Chippeway; whence, having 
first destroyed the bridge over that stream, as 
well as the platforms which he had previousJy 
constructed at the enemy's old works there, ha 
pursued his retreat towards Fort-Erie; and 
reached it, in good order, on the following day."• 
General \Vilkinson says -'' General Ripley, 
finding the enemy strongly posted, in superior 
force, judiciously retired; and then a scene 
ensued, which has been carefully concealed from 
the public. By the impro,·ideooe of general 
Brown, the deficiency of tt·ansport pro,"ided for 

• I list. of the ·war, p. "1.57. 
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bis baggage, stores, and provisions, had not 
been remedied ; and a ga·eat portion of it ltas 
now found necessary to the accommodation of 
his wounded and sick. The necessity of a 
tetreat could be no longer concealed or delayed; 
and the consequences were, that a considerable 
quantity of provisions, stores, and camp-equi
page, with a number of tents, were thrown into 
the river, or burnt. I have this fact from an 
officer left with the command which performed 
this duty ."• 

This is what Mr. Thomson caUs, retreating 
'"' in good order." But for the strong pique 
which general Wilkinson bears to general 
Brown, the above fact would not have reached us 
through an American channel. Mr. O'Connor, 
by way of giving a daring feature to this 
orderly retreat, declares that the Americans 
"burnt the enemy's barracks:" why did he not 
tell us, that they valiantly set fire to Street 's 
mills, the property of a private indi ridual ? 

* Sketches of theW ar, p. 30~. 

t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 7~~. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

J.lewly erected works at Fort-Erie, and vigorous 

preparations of defence on the part of the A me• 
rican ·garrison-Discharge of the sedentary 

militia-A1-rivol of tlte right and left wings of 
De.Waueville's regiment, and investment of Fort-_ 
Erie by general Drurnmond-Relative force of 
the besiegers, and besieged-Unsuccessful attack 
upon Black Rock-State of the defences at Fort

Erie-Affairs of piquets-Carriage of boats 
oveT-land to Lake-Erie, and gallant rapture of 
two out of three American anned schooners sta
tioned off tlw fort-Cannonade bett.eeen the Bri

tt'slt qnd Americans at Fort-Erie-Advance of 
the British, to the assault of that fort-Unpre
pared state, and consequent repulse 1 of the Tigltt 
column of attack-Proceedings of the l~ft and 

· centre columns-Intrepid behaviour of the Bri-. 
ti$h at one of the bastions-Accidental destruc
tfon of tlzat bastion, and Aeavy loss and re puis; 
of the Britis!t-Ame1·ican Accounts-Remarks 
on sir Ge01·ge P 'revost's intercepted letters-Real 

cause of the failure- American atrocities al 
Fort-Talbot on Lake ETie-Proposal of an ar

rnistice by the British. commander-in-chief in the 

Canadas-Assent of the American government, 

if extended to the water-Prompt refusal of the 
British admiral in tlze Chesapeake-Agrcement 

for e:rclumge of prisoners of tear-Immediate 
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discharge of ·.Ame1·ican prisoners-Shamtful 

delay in dischm·ging the British pnsoners

Their suffering state in consequence. 

N 0 sooner had the American army got safe to 
Fort-Erie, than general Ripley, now the com
manding officer, directed the lines of defence to 

be exte11ded, the fort enlarged, and ne\V batteries 
erected.* "ith the aid of his engineers, defences 
of abattis, traverses, intrenchments, and re
doubts, were instantly commenced; and, from 

the 27th of July until the 2d or 3d of August, 
the troops ·were employed, night and day, in 
placing the works in a state to sustain the ex
pected, and almost certain attack.* 

After discharging the whole of the sedentary 
militia, general Drummond, as soon as the engi
neer had constructed a temporary bridge across 
the Chippeway, for the carriage of 'the troops 
and cannon, pushed forward to invest Fort-Erie; 
within two miles of which he arrived on the 3d 

of August. Having been joined by the right 
and left wings of De \ratteville's, under lieute
nant-colonel Fischer, from Kingston, and the 

41st regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Tucker, 
from the forts George and Mississaga, now gar
J'isoned by the remains (except the light com
pany) of the 89th, the gf'neraJ's force amounted 
to,- not as Mr. Thomson, with an artful 

* Sketches of the War, p. 303. 

VOL, ll. 
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attempt at exactness, says, '' 5352," , but 3150 
men ; partly em bodied militia. 

The British general, having approached t() 
within about 700 yards of the enemy's fort; and, 
ha,•ing got from Fort-George some battering 
pieces, and a serjeant's party witt.J rockets, com
menced digging intreuchments, and erecting bat
teries, to overcome the powerful defences con
structing on the part of the besieged; while the
latter, with unceasing alacrity, were rendering 
their position hourly more formidable. As to 
the number of troops within the fort, the most 
studied concealment runs through all the Ame
rican accounts. Admitting as many as 1000 to 
have been placed lwrs du combat, in their dear
bought" victory" of the 25th, general Ripley 
would still have under his command 3000 men; 
protected by the fort within which they were 
intrenched i by the batteries at Black Rock; and 
by the three armed schooners, Porcupine, Tigress, 
and Ohio. 

In order to facilitate the attack upon Fort .. 
Erie, it became necessary to- capture dr destroy 
the Black Rock batteries and armed ,·essels; 
to whose heavy flanking fire the British troops, 
in their advance to the assault, would necessarily 
be exposed. To effect the first of these objects, 
lieutenant-colonel Tucker, at the head of six 
companies of the 41st, the light company of 
the 89th-, and two flank companies (very weak) 
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of the 104th, regiments, amounting, in all, to 
460 rank and file, crossed the strait, early on 
the morning· of the 3d, and landed a short dis
tance below Conejockeda, or Schojeoquady, 
creek. • The American force at Black Rock, 
consisted of 240 men of the 1st rifle regiment, 
and a small body of volunteers, under the com
mand of major l\lorgan; who, having·, by deser· 
tet·s, or some other means, gained information 
of the intended attack, had taken a position on 
the upper, or south side of the creek, cut away 
the bridge crossing it, and thrown up a breast
WOl'k of logs. Colonel Tucker, with his me,l, 
advanced to the creek side, with the view of 
repairing the bridge, under cover of his fire. 
" 1\Iajor l\'Iorgan," says lVIr. Thomson, '' did not 

_ attempt to retard the enemy's advances, until 
he was within rifle-distance, when he opened a 
fire, which prO\-ed so destructive, that lieutenant
colonel Tucker fell back to the skirt of a neigh
boUI·ing wood, and kept up the contest at long 
shot. In the mean time, general i>rummond 
threw over reinforcements, and the British de
tachment now amounted to nearly 1200 men."t 
~'e have already had several specimens of Mr. 
Thompson's powers at bringing up " 1·einforce
ments." In this instance, not a man crossed 
over, except the original party; in which state
ment we are supported by Mr. Thomson's con-

* Sec Plate I. + Sketches of the War, p. 304. 

M2 
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temporary; and who, much to his credit, ha~ 
not made the British force amount to more than 
" about 500 regulars.""" ThQ plan being de .. 
feated, colonel Tucker re-crossed the strait witla 
the loss of2.5 men killed, wounded, and missing. 
The Americans admit a loss of t\vo privates 
killed; one captain, two lieutenants, and five 
privates, wounded. t 

On the 4th of August, brigadier-general 
Gaines arrh·ed, and took the command of the 
American army, at Fort-Erie. By the 7th, most 
of the traverses about the fort were completed. 
Upon a battery, 25 feet high, situate at Snake 
hil1, the southern extremity of the works, th·e 
guns were mounted. Behveen that and the 
main-works, there were two other batteries, one 
mounting three, and the other, two guns. Tlte 
northern point of ~he fort had been extended to 
the water; and the Douglass battery, of two 
guns, erected on the bank. The American 
dragoons, infantry, riflemen, and volunteers, 
were encan'lped between the western ramparts 
and the water, and the artiller)·, undet· major 
Hindman, stationed within the main-work~ . 

After Mr. Thomson has given this description of 
the new Fort-Erie, and of the garrison within 
it, he tell us, very gravely, that the British wer~ 

'' strongly posted behind their worl>.s." '' Ge· 
neral Gaines determined,'' proceeds this writer. 

* Sketches of the \Var, p. 304. t llist. of the War, p. ~59. 
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" to ascertain their ~trcngth, and endeavour, 

if possible, to draw them out. On the 6th, he 

sent major l\Iorgan, who had previously been 

transferred fi'Om the American shore, to pass 

through the woods interrening bet-ween the 
British lines and the fort, and with orderi to 

amuse the enemy's light troops, until bis co

lumns should indicate an intention to move: in 

that event, major l\lorgan was to retia·e gra

dually, until his corps should have fallen back, 
upon a strong line posted in the plane below 

the fort, to receive the pursuing British troops. 

The object of this movement failed ; major 

1\forgan having encountered and forced tlte 

enemy's light troops into the lines, with the 
]oss of 11 killed, and three wounded and made 

prisoners; but, notwithstanding lte maintained 

his position upwards of two hours, he could not 

succeed in drawing forth the main body of the 

British troops. He, therefore, retm·ned to the 

fort, after losing five men killed, and four 
wounded."* 

. Scarcely a shot could have been fired by a 

patrolling party, but, apparently, reached the 
ears of Mr. Thomson. He details several little 

affairs of the sort ; and, by duly arranging the 

words:-" A large body of the enemy;"-'' rein

forcements;"-" spirited conflict;''-" precipitate 
retreat" of the British; and "victory," or, if 

unfortunate, simp~y " retiring," of the Ameri-

* Sketches of the War, p. 305. 
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cans ; has compiled abundance of entertainment 
for his American readers. In the on1y material 
fact which he advances, he has been misinformed. 
"The ene1ny's line," says he, " was protected by 

several block-houses."'* On the contrary, at this 
time, there was not, among the British works, even 
an apology for one. Why did he not find room 
for stating, that commodore Chauncey, ha,·ing 
equipped his second frigate, t and ascertained 
that the British fleet was divided, had been out 
upon the lake, since the first of the month; or, in 
the words of an article from " Batavia, August 
13th," say:-" A considerable reinforcement of 
troops from up the lake joined our army at Fort .. 
Erie, a few days since; and eight or ten hundred 
more are daily expected from that quarter"?
His reasons will be more obvious, as \Ye proceed. 

Captain Dobbs, of the Charwell, \Vhich vessel, 
along with the Netley and others, \Vas 1)-ing 

, at Fort-George, had come up with a party of 
seamen and marines, for the purpose of attack• 
ing the three American armed schooners, lying 
at anchor close to Fort-Erie. The streng·th of 
the current, and the danger of attempting to 
pass between the batteries at that fort and 
Black Rock, were no slight difficulties in the 
plan of operations. The Charwell's seamen 
having brought captain Dobbs's gig·, upon their 
shoulders, fromQueenstown to Frenchman's creek, 
a distance of 20 miles; the next point was, to get 
,.. ~\etches of the War, p. 30{). t J awes's N av. Occ. p. 398. 
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that gig, as well as fhe batteaux which had been 
procured for the purpose, into Lal~e Erie. Lieute
nant-colonel Nicho], quarte1·-master-general of 
the militia. pointed out, and offered to traniport 
the boats by, an eight miles' route through the 
woods.* The proposal was acceded to; and, 
at half past seven on the evening of the 11th of 
August, the boats were launched into the lake, 
eight miles aboYe Fort-Erie. In half an hour 
afterwards, captain Dobbs, with his gig and five 
batteaux, containing 75 officers, seamen, and 
marines,-a greater complement of British, by 
one-third, than manned captain Barclay's fleet 
of ships, brigs, and schooners, upon this same 
lake, t-hastened to attack three American armed 
schooners; whose united complements were 
known to exceed 100 men, and those of no ordi
nary class. The gig and two batteaux formed 
one division, under captain Dobbs; the remain
ing three batteaux, the other; under lieutenant 
Radcliffe, of the Netley. The manner in which 
the schooners Ohio and Somers were boarded, 
and carried, by captain Dobbs and his gallant 
ship-mates, is fully expressed in the American 
official account.+ Had Mr. Thomson, instead 
of inventing a story of his own, paid due respect 
to lieutenant Conkling's lette1·, he would not 
have stated, that " the British general furnished 
capta~n Dobbs, of the royal navy, with a suffi-

* See Plate I. t James'• Nanl Occurr. p. ~SQ. 
t App. No. 34. 



168 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEES 

cient number of troops, to man nine large boats, 
which were completely fitted to attack the three 
schooners, the Somers, Porcupine, aud Ohio, 
then lying at ancho1· off the fort."'* 1\ or would 
he have told the still more glaring falst>hood, 

that " the Porcupine," against whose comman
de•· the American lieutenant so just I y complains, 
" succeeded in beating them off." • Had not 
the rapidity of the current, driven the two 
schooners, after their cables had been cut, past, 
and a considerable distance beyond, the Porcu
pine, that vessel would have shared the fate 

of her two companions.. The force of the 
American, schooners, in guns, men, and size, 
and the trifling· loss on both sides, will be found 
in our naval volume. t These two valuable 
-prizes we1·e taken to Frenchman's creek; and 
as many of the brave fellows sun'i,·ing, as were 
-11ot required to remain on board, hastenf'd, with 
thei1· leadet·, to general Drummond's camp. 

The success of captain Dobbs's daring exploit 

induced general Drummond, on the morning of 
the 13th, preparatory to tbe grand assault upon 
.the works at Fort-Erie, to open his batteries; 
which consisted of one long· iron, and two short 
brass 24-pounders, one long IS-pounder, one 
24-pound carronade, and a 10-inch mortar. 
Although this cannonarle was continued for two 

days, the American editors acknowledge no 

other casualties than 45 men killed or wounded. 

*Sketches of the War, p. 315. t James's Nav. Occur. p. 391. 
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E,rerv arrangement having been made, the 
8th, and De \r a.tteville's regiments, with 
the light companies of the 89th and lOOtb 
regiments, and a detachment of artillery, the 
whole column some,vhat under 1300 men, • 
and commauded by lieutenant-colonel Fischer, 
of De "atte,·ille 's, marched, at two o'clock on 
the morning of the 15th of August, from a 
po.sition which they had previously occupied, 
towards the enemy's intrenchments at Snake 
hill. As soon as the head of the column had 
approached the abattis, a hf'<H' .V fire was opened 
upon it by the American 21st and 23d regi
ments, and by one 18 and two 6-pounders, ancl 
a 5k-inch howitzer, posted in a strong redoubt. 
The letter of an American gentleman at Buffaloe 
describes the onset, thus: " Tlie enemy ap
]HOached, with bayonets charged, and guns 
wit !tout flints, nearly surrounded the piq uet, 
and pursued them so closely, as to entet· the 
abattis with them, and got in the rear of the 
redoubt.'' " The scaling-ladders were too ~hort, 
and destruction was dealt on every side among 
them." t l\'lr. Thomson says: " "Vith sca]ing
ladders} of no more than 16 feet in length, he 
could not possibly throw his troops upon a 
battery of about 25 feet high, and his second 
attempt, equally furious as the first, met with 

* Sketch(OS of the -war, p. ~W9. 

+ Washington.city Gazette, Extra. Aug. 18. 
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uo better success. Convinced of his inability 
to get possession of the battery, and feeling the 
deadly effects of the incessant bhowers of grape, 
which were thrown upon him, he determined, 
in his next effort, to pass the point of the abattis, 
by wading breast-deep into the lake, to which 
the works were open. In this attempt, also, he 
was unsuccessful, nearly 200 of his men being 
either killed or drowned, and the remainder 
precipitately falling back."* According to 
colonel Fisc her's report, t it was not intention
ally, but in marching too near the lake, that the 
troops got into the water. The darkness of the 
morning, added to the ignorance of the way, 
might well entangle the men among the rocks; 
and the incessant showers of grape and mus
ketry, which they had no means of t·eturning, 
threw them into confusion. This alone, without 
the insufficiency of the scaling-ladders,--a piece 
of important information, which \Ye gain only 
frmn the American accounts,-sufficiently ac
counts for the entire failure of the attack, made 
by the right British column upon the southern 
extremity of the American works. 

The centre British column, a~ the head of 
which was lieutenant-colonel Drummond, of the 
104th-, consisted of the flank companies of the 
41st, and 104th (the latter reduced to about SO 
men) regiments, and a p~rty of seamen and 

* Sketchea of the War, p. 309. t App. No. 30. 
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marines, in all,-not as 1\'Ir. Thomson says, 

'' 700,"• but 190 rank and file. The left column, 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel Scott, 
of the I03d regiment, was composed of that 
regiment, 500 strong, supported by the flank 
companies of the royal Scots, mustering, altoge

ther, not " 800," * but 6/iO rank and file. As 
the proceedings of these two columns are much 
more fully detailed in the American, than in 
the British account, we shall transcribe nearly 
the whole of the former, deferring to the conclu
sion, our own remarks upon such inaccuracies as 

it may contain. 
" The attack from the centre and left co

lumns," says 1\-lr. Thomson, ''was reserved until 
the contest became ,·ery animated between 

colonel Fischet·'s column, and the troops upon 
the left. From the line of defences, between 
the Douglass battery and the fort, and from 
those in front of the garrison, lieutenant-general 
Drummond supposed reinforcements would be 
drawn to the aid of the southe1·n extremity of 

-the works ; and, with this view, had given greater 

strength to his right, than to his other columns, 

and intended to avail himself of the consequent 
weakened state, of the north and south-east 
angles of the American post. The piquet being· 
driven m, the approach of lieutenant-colonel 

* Sketches of the War, p. 310. 
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Drummond was heard from the ravine, and 
colonel Scott's column at the same time ad
vanced along the margin of the water. From 
the salient bastion of the fort, captain " 'illiams 
immediately opened his fire upon the centre 
column, whilst the approach of colonel Scott 
was attempted to be checked by the Douglass 
battery, and captains Boughton and Harding's 
New York and Pennsylvania volunteers, on its 
right; the 9th infantry, under captain Foster, 
on its left; and a 6-pounder, planted at that 
point, under the management of colonel M 'Ree. 
At .50 yards distance from the line, the enemy's 
left column made a momentary pause, and in
stantly recoiled from the fire of the cannon and 
musketry. But the centre column, ha,·ing ad• 
vanced upon every assailable point of the fort, 
in defiance of the rapid and hea,·y discharges of 
the artillery, and having ascended the parapet, 
by means of a large numbtr of scaling-ladders, 
its officers called out to the line, extending to 
the lake, to desist firing ;-an artifice which suc
ceeded so well, that the Douglass battery, and 
the infantry, supposing the order to proceed 
from the garrison, suspended their fire, until the 
deception was discovered. The left eo] umn, in 

the mean time, recovered from its confusion, 
and was led up to a second charge, from whjch 
it was again repulsed, before it bad an opportu-
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nity of planting the scaling-ladders, and \Vith 
tl1e loss of its commander, and upwards of one
third of its mt>n. 

" 'rhilst the second attempt was iu operation, 
the centre column was, with great difllculty, 
thrown back from the salient bastion ; and the 
troops within the fort were quickly reinforced 
from gene.-al Ripley's brigade, and general 
Porter's v-olunteers. Bnt, lieutenant-colonel 
Drummond, actuated by a determination (not 
tt> be overcome by a single repulse) to force an 
entrance into the garrison, and momentarily ex
pecting the reserve to be ordered up by the lieu
tenant-general, returned to the assault a second 
and a third time. By the gallant efforts, how
ever, of major Hindman and his artillery, and 
the infantry detachment of major Trimble. he 
was, eadt time, more signally repulsed than 
before; e:tnd colonel Scott's column having 
withdrawn from the action, upon the fall of its 
l-eader, lieutenant Douglass was busily engaged 
in giving such a direction to the guns of his 
battery, as to cut off the communication be
tween Drummond's column, and the reserve of 
lieutenant-colonel Tucker. The new bastions 
which had been commenced for the enlargement 
oJ the old Fort Erie, not being yet completed, 
the only opposition which could be given to the 
enemy's approaches upon those points, was by 
means of small arms.. The batteries of captain 



174 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEElf 

Biddle and captain Fanning (formerly Fon;. 
taine's) in the works intervening between Tow .. 

son's battery and the fort, were therefore opened 

upon the enemy with g·reat vivacity, and his 

advances from the plane frequently checked by 
those gallant and meritorious officers. 

"After this third repulse, lieutenant-colonel 

Drummond, taking advantage of the darkness 

of the morning, and 8f the heavy columns of 
smoke, which concealed all objects from the 

'·iew of the garrison, moved his troops silently 
1·ound the ditch, repeated his charge, and re .. 

ascended his ladders with such velocity, as to 

gain footing on the parapet, before any effectual 
opposition could be made. Being in the very 

midst of his men, he directed them to charge 
,·igorously with their pikes and bayonets, and 

to show no quarter to any yielding ioldier of the 
garrison. This order was executed with the 

utmost rapidity, and the most obstinate previous 
parts of the engagement, formed no kind of 
parallel to the violence and desperation of the 

present conflict. Not all the efforts of major 

Hindman and his command, nor major Trin'l
ble's infantry, uor a detachment of rifh•Inen 

under captain Birdsall, who had posted himsell 

in the ravelin, opposite the gateway of the fort, 
could dislodge the determined and intrepid 
enemy from the bastion ; though the deadly 

dfects of their fire prevented his approac.hes 
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beyond it. It "''as now in his entire possession. 

The loss of their leader, colonel Drummond, did 

not check the impetuosity of the enemy's 

troops, and they continued the use of their pikes 

and small arms until the day broke, and repulsed 

several furious charg·es made upon them by 

detachments of the garrison. The approach of 

day-light enauled both parties to gi,•e a more 

certain direction to their fire. The artillerists 

had already severely suffered; but, with those 
that remained, and a rPinforcing detachment of 

infantry, major Hindman renewed his attempts 

to drive the Britsih 41st and 1 04th from the 

bastion. Captain Birdsall, at tbe same moment, 

drawing out his riflemen from the ravelin, 

rushed through the gateway into the fot·t, and 

joining in the charge, received an accidental 

wound from one of his own men, just as the 

attack failed. Detachments from the 1st bri

gade, under captain Forster, were then intro

duced over the interior bastion, to the assistance 

of major Hindman; these detachments were to 

charge at a different point of the salient, or 
exterior bastion, and were handsomely led on 

by captain Forster, and the assistant inspector

general, major Hall. This charge also failed; 
the passage up the bastion not being wide 

enough to admit more than three men abreast. It 
was frequently, however, repeated; and, though 

it sometimes occasioned much slaughter among 

.. 
' 
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the enemy's infantry, was invariably repulsed. 
By the operations of the artillery, from a demi
bastion in the fort, and the continual blaze of 
fire from the small-arms, added to the effects of 
the repeated charges, the enemy's column, being 
considerably cut up, and many of its principal 
officers wounded, began to recoil; which, being 
observed by the besieged party, and the contest 
having entirely subsided on the left flank of the 
works, reinforcemetlts were brought up from 
that point, and many of the enerny's troops, in 
a few moments, thrown from the bastion. 

'' The British reserve was now expected to 
come up: the guns at the Douglass battery had 
by this time been turned so as to enfilade that 
column in its approach ; captain Fanning was 
already playing upon the enemy with great 
effect; and captain Biddle was ordered to post 
a piece· of artillerJ, so as to enfilade the salient 
g·lacis. This piece was sen·ed with uncommon 
vi\'acity, notwithstanding captain Biddle had 
been severely wounded in the shoulder. All 
these preparations being made for an effectual 
operation upon the enemy's remaining column, 
and from the dreadful carnage which had already 
taken place, it was scarcely supp(}sed that he 
would continue the assault much longer. ,Buf' 
3 or 400 men of the reserve, were about to rush 
upon the parapet to the assistanGe of those · 
1·ecoiling·, wheu a trernendous and dreadful 
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explosion took place, under the platform, which 
carried away the bastion, and all w hu happened 
to be upon it. The enemy's reserve immediately 
fell back, and in a short time the contest termi
nated in the entire defeat of the assailants, who 
returned with the shattered columns to their 
encampment. On retiring from the assault, 
according- to the report of general Gaines, the 
British army left upon the field 222 killed, 
among whom were 14 officers of distinction ; 
174 wounded; and 186 prisoners, making a 
total of582. Others, who were slightly wounded, 
had been carried to their worl,s. The official 
account of lieutenant-general Drummond does 
not acknowledg·e ~o large a number in killed, 
but makes the aggregate loss much greater. 
His adjutant-general reported, 57 killed ; 309 
wounded; and ;)39 mi$sing-in all 905. t The 
American loss amounted to 17 killed; 56 wound
ed; and one lieutenant, who was thrown over 
the parapet, while defending the bastion, and 
10 pt·ivates, prisoners ;-in all 84 men."* 

We are certainly much indebted to the writer 
who furnished Mt·. Thomson with this very 
full account. '' The tremendous and dreadful 
explosion, w·hich carried away the bastion, and 
all who happened to be upon it," and which., it 
is believed, was merely accidental, as satisfac
torily explains, why the attack iailed upon the 
right and centre, as the want of flints, and the 

• Sketchca of the War, p. :n~. t App. No. 37. 

YOL. 11. 
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shortness of the scaling-ladders, upon the left, 
of the American works at Fort-Erie. If the 
'' British 41st and 104th," , as whole regiments, 
could extort a compliment for wha1:1 they were 
supposed to have done, what wou Id the Ameri
cans have said, had they knon'n, that '' the 
determined and iutrepid enemy/', who could 
not be dislodged frmn the bastion, were the 
flank-companies only of those regiments, assisted 
by a party of seamen and marines,• the whole 
numbering but 190 rank aud file? 
. By an unaccountable inadvertency, lVJ r. Thorn
son has overlooked the statemeut he gave of 
the British force, just previous to the attack. 
We then had, he says, " 5352 men." Let 
us see how he disposes of this force at the 
time of the assault. Colonel Fischer's column 
he states at 1300, colonel Drummond's, at 700, 
and colonel Scott's, at 800, in all, 2800; leaving 
2532 men, for the reserve, which consisted, 
he says, of " the royals, another part of De 
\V atteville's regiment, the Glengarians, and 
the incorporated militia, under lieutenant
colonel Tucker." t Taking the outside of all 
the American estimates of the detailed parts of 
this reserve, we cannot make it amount to more 
than 1000 men ;-what then become of the 
remaining 1352? The_ fact is, the reserYe 
amounted to 1000 men only; and consisted of 
the battalion-companies of the royal Scots, six 

* All wounded, App. No. 35. +Sketches of the War, p. 308. 
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companies of the 41st, the Glengarry regiment, 
and the incorporated militia. So that the Bri· 
tish force engaged in the assault upon Fort-Erie, 

did not exceed 2140 men. 
In general Gaines's first letter, not a word 

appears about the " tremendous and dreadful 
explosion.'' The bastion, says the American 

general, " was regained at the point of the 
bayonet."* lre wish, for his sake, that we had 
his second letter to rt>fer to. At all events, l\'lr. 
O'Connor, who professes to compile'' carefully 

fronl official documents," is equally silent about 
the explosion; declaring, to the same effect as 

the general, that " the bastion was re-taken by 
the greatest display of courage and exertion." t 
May not such a catastrophe, as the Llowiug 

into the air of, according to an American letter
writer, '' 200 ""Briti~h,'' have merited the no
tice, if not haYe awakened the sympathy, of the 
reverend Dr. Smith ? Het·e follows his whole 
account:-" General Drummond, on the 15th 

of August, attempted to storm the fort, but was 

repulsed with the loss of 600 men, one-half of 
whom were slain. The assault, and defence 
were of the same desperate character with the 

battles of Chippeway and Niagara; and could 
not fail to inspire the Briti~h officer& and sol

diers, with high ideas of the discipline and 

courage of the American army."+ Yet, when 

* App. No. 38. +History of the War, p. 260. 

! History of the UuiteJ States, Vol. Ill. p. 313. 

N2 
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200 Americans, along with general Pike, were 
blown up at the ~apture of York, doctor Smith 
could find room to tell us, that they were "terri
bly mangled ;" * and l\1r. O'Connor himself 
there gave a very circums,tantial account of the 
" tremendous explosion." t Tn:o short extracts 
from 1\-Ir. O'Connor's book will shew, that he was 
almost as much ''gladdened" as general Gaines, 
at our discomfiture before Fort-Erie. '' The 
assault," saJS he, "was of that de:o;perate nature, 
that was calculated to rub awa.r the stains of 
former defeats, to resuscitate the sinking charms 
of an a~umed in,•incibility, and sa,-e the British 
general from contempt, and per·haps disgrace.'' 
-" The invincibles were, howe,·er, des,tined to 
experience another defeat; and the Americans 
added another wreath to the laurels, with which 
they were already so plentifully blessed."~ 

Acc?nling to some letters from sir George 
Prevost to lieutenant-general Drummond, whicb 
were intercepted by the Americans, and after
wards published in all the journals, both Ame
rican and British, the lieutenant-general was 
blamed for making the attack; sirGeorge adding: 
"It is not in reproach of its iailure that I observe 
to you, that night-attacks made ·with heavy 
troops, are, in my opinion, ,-ery objectionable:· 
Bow far this may be the case, we will not pretend 
to decide; but we think there appears, in both of 

• History of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. !30. 

t Hi»tory of the War, p. 83. t ibid. p. ~()Q , 
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sir George's letters, though . omewhat obscm·ely 
expressed, sufficient to account for the '' hesita
tion'' and'' consternation'' of the right column. 
In one letter, he says , alluding to De "T atteville's 
regiment:" I am told they were deprived of their 
flints." In the other, he says:" It is to be inferred , 
fJ"Om lieutenant-colonel Fische•·'s report, and 
your statement, that the right column was not 
sufficiently prt>pared for the obstacles it had to 
surmount; in attaining the point of attack."
'Vhat can this mean, but that the scaling-ladders 
were too short? And yet neither genet·al Drum
mond's, nor colonel Fischer's, official report 
contains a word about s~aiing-ladders; nor, 
tndeed, in the present sltape of those letters, any 
thing from which an inference can be drawn, 
" that the right column was not sufficiently pre
pared for the obstacles it had to surmount." 
Had the British right possessed the means of 
scaling the works, the enemy's right would not 
have been so strongly reintorced, nor colonel 
Drummond's column been delayed at the fatal 
bastion; and, consequently, the assault upon 
Fort-Erie, although " performed in the dark," 
would have been crowned with success. 

The Americans will not allow us to give an 
uninterrupted detail of open and honorable 
warfare. Among several petty outrages upon 
private property, one that occurred on Lake 
Erie is too heinous to pass unnoticed. On the 
16th of August, a party of about 100 Americans 
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and Indians landtcl at Port-Tal bot on that lake; 
and robbed 50 heads of families of all their 
horses, and of e\'ery article of household furni
ture, and wearing apparel, belonging to 
them. The numbel" of indi\'iduals wl10 were 
thus thrown naked and de ... titute upon the world, 
amounted to 49 men, 37 women,-ttlree of the 
latter, a~d two of the former, nearly 70 Jears 
of age,-and 148 children. A great many of 
the more respectable iubabitant~ \\ere not only 
robbed, but carried off as prisoners: among 
them, a member of the house of a~sem bly, 1\lr. 
Barn well, though ill of the fe\·er and ague. An 
authenticated account of this most atrocious 
proceeding, deJi \-'ered in by colonel Tal bot, the 
owner of the settlement, stand:-. upon the records 
of the " Loyal and Patriotic Society of rpper 
Canada;'' Jet not a whisper on the subject 
has escaped any one American historian. 

Ear1y in the spring of 1814, when general 
Winder ; left Quebec for the rnited States, on 
his parole, he was understood to be the bearer, 
from sir Georg·e Pre\'ost, of another proposition 
for an armistice. The American gO\·ernment 
very gladly published the fact; if only to sbow 
to the world, ·who was the first to crJ out. At the 
same time, the annoJance telt from the Briti~h 
fleet in the Chesapeake, "hich was not, like the 
l'i\'er St. Lawrence, shut up during the winter 
months, rendered desirable, a cessation of 
hostilities by water, as well as land. A flag of 
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truce was, therefore, despatched to the British 
admiral, to know if he had autlwrity to extend 
the armistice in the mannet· required. Sir 
Alexander Cochrane very readily answered,
that he had been sent out to fight, not to nego• 
tiate; and thus the affair ended. 

Previous to general \"\ inder's departure from 
Quebec, a convention was entered into between 
him and . colonel Baynes, the adjutant-general 
of lhe Canadas, and, on the lt>th of April, con-, 
firmed by sir George Prevost; stipulating, that 
all prisoners of war, except the hostages then in 
detention, should be mutually exchanged and 
delivered up, with aJI cOinenient expedition, so 
as to be able to sen·e, and carry arms, on the 15th 
of the ensu~ng i\lay. In immediate fulfilment of 
our part of the agreement, all American prisoners 
in Canada and Nova Scotia n·ere released from 
confinement; and many of the officers were actu
ally engaged in the battles of July and August, 
upon the Niagara-frontier. This ag~eement for 
a mutual exchange was hailed with joy by the 
British officers and pri \'ates, taken on Lake Erie, 
and at the battle of the Mm·avian-town; and 
who were still eking out their days in Frankfort 
penitentiary,"* and other prisons in the western 
country. So shamefully, however, did the 
American government behave on the occa
sion, that these poor fellows, who had been 
so long and so rigorously confined, were not 

• See Vol. I. p. 29.8. 
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allowed to march from their respective pri
sons, till long after the period when they 
ought to have been again under arms in the 
service of their country. And even when they 
did get away, they were not taken 1o the most 
contiguous British port, but marched through 
the state of Ohio, during the sickly season, to 
Sandusky, by far the most unhealthy spot of 
any upon the North-American lakes. \\'hen 
there, no vessel was ready to receive them; 
although the American journalists were still 
boasting, that they had our fleet, and their own 
too, upon this very lake. 'rhile waiting at San
dusky for a conveyance, nearly all the officers and 
men became ill of, and many fell ' 'ictims to, 
the prevailing disease, or lake-fever. At last, 
towards the end of August, came a small trans
port; which took on board a portion of the 
sufferers, and landed them at Long-Point. " 'e 
are often told how active the AmeFicans are upon 
the wateJ', and what quick trips they can make 
betwixt ports on the ocean. Unfortunately, 
none of this activity was displayed in trans
porting the British prisoners across Lake Erie; 
for the last division did not arrive at Long-Point, 
till the middle of October. The few survivors 
were but the shadows of what they had been: 
all had contracted disease ; many died after their 
arrival in Canada; and scarcely a man of the 
remainder was again fit for acti,'e service. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Determination of tlte United States to 1·eposscs.~ 

F ort-.Lll ichiti maci1lac-Britislt reinforcement sent 
to the garrison-Perils of the voyage across Lakf
Hw·on-Arrival of tlte reinf01·cement in safety 
-E.tpedition from lUichilimacinac to Prairie 
dtt Chien, on the lllississippi-lts arrival oppo
site thefort-Repulse of a heavy American gun
boat-Surrender of the post to tlte British
American expedition to Lake Huron-S!tameful 
proceedings of the Americans at St.1Wary's falls 
-Reduced state of the garrison at 1Vlic!tilimaci
nac-Attack upon that post by the American 
fl eet and troops-Their 1·epulse and retreat-
Destruction by the Americans of a small block
house and vessel at 1Vatlawassaga- DepartU1·e 
of the Arnerican commodore to Lake Erie
Boat-expedition against the United States' sclwo
ners Scorpion and Tigress, left to blockade Jl!liclli
limacinac-Capture of both schoone1·s, and obtain
ment of the command of Lake Huron. 

THE recovery of Fort-Michilimacinac* had 
long betn seriously contemplated by the Ame

* See Vol. I. p. 56. 
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1·ican government; and, but for the lateness of 
the sea~on when the command of Lake Erie, and 
the expulsion of the British from the shores of 
the Detroit, had opened the way for an expedi .. 
tion to Lake Huron, t~e second north-western 
campaign would not have been allowed to close, 
till that object had been accomplished. On the 
other hand, the necessity of retaining a post, so 
favorably situated, in the hands of an enemy, for 
annoying the north-western trade, ~eems early to 
have pressed itself upon sirGeorgePre \ o~t's mind; 
anti, in the beginning of April, a small rein
forcement, placed under the orders of that active 
and zealous officer, lieutenant-colont>l M' DouaJI, 
was forwarded, by a hack route, to the little 
garrison at Michilimacinac. 

On the 22d of April, this reinforcement, con
sisting of a company of the royal l\ en-found land 
regiment, with two or thrt:'e 6 and 3-pounders; 
a few Canadian volunteers; and a lieutenant, 
and 22 subordinate officers and seamen, of the 
Lake Ontario squadron, altogether under 90 
men, departed, in 24 battea.ux, deeply laden 
with provisions and military stores, from Natta. 
wassaga creek, on Lake Huron. 1\'ot the most 
experienced navigato-r of the ocean can form 
an idea of the storms that rage, and the peril~ 
that are to be encountered, upon the larger 
North-American lakes; especially, in the winter 
season, when immense fields of ice overspread 
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the surface; and when the inten ity of the 

cold can ~carcely be endured by the hardiest 
frame. On the lbth of l\1ay, after a boister

ous pa sage of 25 days, 19 of them a con 4 

tint ed struggle with the elements, the little 
expedition, with the loss of one batteaux on1y, 
but not of her crew or lading·, ctrri\·ed in safety 

at .M ichilimacinac. The conduct of both offi
cers and men, in this hazardous enterprise, of 
which the difficulties and dangt>rs were of the 
most discouraging kind, cannot be sufficiently 
praised. Their arrival was greeted by the 
garrison with the liveliest joy ; and colonel 

.l\l' Douall in~tantly set about strengthening his 
post, in order to meet the expected attack from 
the f01·rnidable fleet of Lake Erie. 

Soon after colonel lVI 'Douall's arrival, a 
body of western Indians, under I\tlr. Dixon, 
joined the garrison; and others kept flocking to 
the fort, in sufficient numbers by the end of 

June, to warrant an expedition against the late 
Indian post of Prairie du Chien, on the lVlissis
sippi, distant about 1400 miles frqm its mouth, 
and 450 from lVIichilimacinac; and which had, 
since the 2d of the month, been taken possession . 
of by an American force, under general Clark, 
from St. Louis, on the 1\-lissouri. A St. Louis 
newspaper-editor, after declaring the seizure of 

this defenceless post to have been a " hazardous 
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enterprise," proceeds thus: " Every attention 

was directed to the erection of a temporary place 

calculated for defence: 60 rank and file of major 

Taylor's company of the 7th regiment, under 

command of lieutenant Perkins, took pos~ession 

of the house formerly occupied by the old Mac

kinaw company, and a new fort was progressing, 

on a most commanding spot, when the governor 

left the Prairie. The farms of Prairie du Chien 

are in high cultivation, 2 or 300 barrels of flour 

may be made this season, besides a quantity of 

corn. Horses and cattle are in abundance. Two 

of the largest boats wea·e left under the command 

of aide de camp Kennely, and captains Sulliran 

and Vieser, whose force amounts to 135 dauntless 

young fellows from this country. The regulars, 
under lieutenant Perk ins, are stationed on shore; 

and are assisted by the ,·olunteers, in the erec

tion of the new fort." All this prPparation 

proves the post of Prait·ie du Chien to have been 

of some consequence, and gi,·es pmportionate 
importance to the expedition sent to attempt 
its reduction. The detachment for that set·vice 

consisted of Michigan fencibles, Canadian volun
teers, and officers of the Indian detachment, 

numbering, altogether, 150; one serjeant of 
artillery with a 3-pounder field-piece, and 500 

Indians, the whole commanded by lieutenant

colonel M'Kay, of the Michigan fencibles. 
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The route was down Green bay ·and Fox ri,·er ; 
near to th e contluence of which with the l\lissis· 
~ippi, the post of Prairie du Chien was situate. 

On the 17th of July the barges arri\·ed in 
front of the villag·e, behind which, on a com· 
manding· eminence, was the fort, containing tn o 
block-houses, and mounting·, besides swivels, 
one 3 and one 6-pounder. In the middle of the 
river was stationed a Yery large gun·hoat, of 70 
feet keel, named the Governor Clark, mounting 
1-l pieces of cannon, some 6 and 3-pounders, the 
remainder cohorns; and manned with 70 or 
80 men, fully armed. This floating block
hou~e is described to have been so constructed, 
as to be rowed in any direction, and to enable 
the crew to use their own small-arms, while they 
rf'rnain perfectly sheltered from those of an 
enemv ."" Against this formidable gun-boat, 
colonel l\1'Kay, on the afternoon of his arrival, 
having in vain summoned the fort to surrender, 
directed his 3-pounder; which was so ably 
served, that, in three hours, the " dauntlest' 
fellows " on board the Governor Clark cut he. 
cable, and dropped down tile current, out 0 1 

reach of further annoyance. Colonel l\1'Kay 
had now to reduce the fort, with his remainin o-e 
six round shot, (including three of the enemy's, 
which had been picked up ,) and" ith such leaden 
bullets as his party could make. Having pre-

• A pp. No. 3!t 
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pared every thing, and being about to put the 
first ball into the 3-pounder, a flag was hung 
out from the fort; and the American garrison, 
numbering 61 combatants, each posse~sed of a 
stand of arms, surrendered as prisoners of war.• 
Great credit is due to colonel M'Kay, and the 
whole of the white persons with him, as well 

for their proceedings against the enemy, as for 
their active and successful exertions, in pre
' 'enting the Indians, although so numerous, 
from plundering· the prisoners, or the inhabi
tants of the place. Neither the dislodgement 
of the Americans from Prairie du Chic:>n 1 nor the 
aftair between the Indians and the American 
armed barges, ascending the lUississipi, de
tailed in colonel M'Kay's letter,• is noticed in 
any American history that we have seen. 

Unexpected difficulties in ascending the straits 
of St. Clair, with large vessels, had delayed, 
until the 12th of July, the arrival, at Fort 
Gatroit, near the foot of Lake Hm·on~ of the 
American expedition against 1\'lichilima~inac. 

The vessels were the Niagara, St. Lawrence, and 
Caledonia b,rigs, and the Scorpion and Tigress, 
schooners, measua·ing, altogethe•·, 1170 tons ; 
and whose united strength, when emploJed as 
part of the force agHinst captain Barclay's fleet, 

amounted to 46 heavy guns, and 420 men.t 
The troops that were at present on board, con-

* A pp. No. · 39. 

t James's Nav. Occur. p. ~86~95. 
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sisted, as far as we can gather from the American 
accounts, of 740 rank and file, under the com
mand of lieutenant-colonel Croghan. 

On the 20th of July, the American fleet cast 
anchor off the old, and then abandoned, military 
post at the island of St. Jo eph ; the few houses 
upon which, a party was sent on shore to destroy. 
That sen·ice performed, a detachment ofinfantr.Y 
and artillery, numbering about 280 rank and 
file, and commanded by major Holmes, of the 
32d regiment, embarked in the barges of tlte 
fleet, under the directions of lieutenant Tu1·ner, 
of the U~ited States' navy; and proceeded up 
the St. I\Jary's strait, to the north-west com
pany's settlement at the falls; where, as neither 
troops nor Indians were present, the Americans 
landed, on the 23d, without the slightest oppo
sition. 

The few inhabitants of the place were, at this 
time, employed in fishing, or in haymaking, 
and other husbandry concerns; but their peace
able demeanor and innocent a-rocations only 
exposed them the more to the brutal rage of 
major Holmes and his party. Some of the acts 
of the Americans at St. Mary's will not bear 
recital: suffice it, that they not only destroyed 
the whole of the property belonging to the 
north-west company which had not been pre
Yiously remored, including their houses, stores, 
and vessels ; but killed their cattle carried off ' , 

1 -
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as prisoners, several of the engagees, tore down 
the defences, destroyed the gardens, pilfered the 
furniture, and, in some instances, the cloaths 
from even the childrens' backs. 

Mr. Thomson is very brief, and doctor Smith 
quite silent, upon the business at St. Mary's: 
not so Mr. O'Connor. He admits the seizure of 
the north-west company's property, but agrees 
with major Holmes, in considering, that "it was 
good prize, by the maritime law of nations, as 
recognized in the English courts ;" as well as 
because the company's agent, " Johnson, acted 
the infamous part of a traitor; having been a 
citizen and magistrate of the "lit;higau territory, 
bf:fore the war, and at its commencement, 
and now discharging the function~ of magistrate 
under the British government."'* The proprie
tors of the tobacco, captured by thB British in 
th~ Chesapeake, \Yill not thank Mr. O'Connor, 
for thus admitting, that maclwndi::e, on shore 
as well as a-float, is "good prize;" nor will the 
American go,·ernment be well pleased with his 
unqualified avowaJ, that the " part of a traitor" 
can be at all " infamous." Lieutenant Turner, 
in a letter to captain Sinclair, follows up his 
account of the destruction of 1 he north-west 
companJ'S goods, "amounting in value to from 
50 to 100000 dollars," with :- ~' All private 
property was, according to your orders, 
respected." Ile thus, c}e,·cr1y enough, marki 

* History of theW ar. p. 264~ 
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H1e di5ttinction between the company's, or 
" Indian goods," and " private property;" and, 
at the same time, hopes to free the naval part 
of the expedition to St. t\'lary's, from any con .. 
cern in the enormities that were committed 

there. 
The absence of the detachment of militia and 

Indians under colonel ~1' K<tr, and of lieutenant
"-orselev and his seamen, who had proceeded to 
Nattawassaga in the north-west company's 
schooner l\ <tncy, for a fre~h supply of prm·i. 
sions for the garrison, reduced colonell\l'Douall's 
force to 190 regulars, militia, and Indians, with 

I 

a 3 and 6-pounder, hut no artiller.-r-officer to 
direct the use of them. On the 26th of Jul~', 
commodore Sinclarr's fleet appeared off the 
isJand to reconnoit1·e; but no attempt was made 
to disembark the troops till the morning of the 
4th of August. The vessels then anchored 
elose to the beach, at Dowsman's farm, situate 
at the hack of the island; a spot that had been 
pointed out by one of the old re~idents of the 
place. The ground was cJeared in front, and 
fon11ed a gentle slope, which enabled the vessels, 
by their grape and caniste.r, to cover the landing 
of the . troops, in the most effectual manner. 
Colonel 1\'l'Douall posted his little force in a 
ve1·y masterly manner, and repulsed every effort· 
of the Americans to approach the fort.* Cap· 

* App. No. 40. 

VOL. IT. 0 
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tain Sinclair gives the foUowing account of his 

~·eception :--" Michilimacinac is, by nature, a 
perfect Gibraltar, being a high inaccessible rock 

on every side, except the west; from which, to 

~he heights, you have nearly two miles to pass 
through a wood, so thick, that our men were 

~hot in every direction, and within a few yards 
of them, without being able to see the Indians 
who did it; and a height was .scarcely gained, 
before the:a;e was another within 50 or lOO yards 
c9mmanding it, where breastworks were_ erected 

•nd cannon opened on them. Several of these 
\\;ere ~barged, and the enemy driYcn from them; 

but it was soon found, the further our troops 
advanced, the stronger the enemy became, and 
the weaker and more bewildered our force were. 
Severarof the commanding officers lVere picked 

out, and killed or wounded by the saYages, 
without seeing any of them. The men were 

getting lost, and falling into confusion, ~atural 
under such circumstances; which demanded an 
immediate 1·etreat, or a total defeat and general 

massacre must have ensued. Thi~ was conducted 
i.n a masterly manner by colonel Croghan, who 
had lost the aid of that valuable, and eYer-to· 
"Qe lamented officer, major Holmes, who, with 

captain Van Horn, was killed by the 1ndians.'1 

Mr. O'Connor informs us, that it was the death. 

of major Holmes and captain Des ha, that " threw 

that part of the li~e into confusion, from which 
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. ,, d it was found impossible to recover 1t; an 

that lieutenant 1\'Iorgan brought up a light 
piece, to relieve the left, which was suffering 
from a galling fire. The Americans retreated 
to thei1· shipping·, on the same evening, in 
the utmost haste and confusion;* which, as 
all that were alive and well got clear off, 
was certainly ''in a masterly manner." Seven
teen of their dead were left on the ground; and 
the loss, on our part, was only one Indian 
killed. As there were but 50 Indians upon the 
island; and, as few, if any, could approach from 
the main, while the American shipping lay off, 
captain Sinclair paid no very high compliment 
to the '' hero of Sandusky," and his 5 or 600 
troops, in ascl'ibing the retreat to the dread of 
'' a general massacre." Mr. ThompsonJ how
ever, declares that the Indians alone " exceeded 
the strength of colonel Croghan's detachment ;" 
and that this " intrepid young officer" was 
compelled to withdraw his forces, after having 
sustained a loss of 66 killed, wounded, and 
missing. t 

Having· obtained intelligence that lieutenant 
'Vorseley, with the Nancy schooner, was at 1\at
tawassaga, captain Sinclair, first despatching 
the St. Law1·ence and Caledonia brigs, n:ith a 
portion of the troops, to co-operate with th~ 

* App. No. 40. 
+ Sketches of the War, I'· 330. 
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American army at Fort-Erie, proceeded with 
the remainder, amounting, including the crew 
of the N iagara, to " 450 souls," • to attack a 
post deemed far less difficult of reduction, than 
the " Gibraltar," from which he and colonel 
Croghan had just Leen repulsed. The Nancy 
was lying about two miles up the N attawassaga; 
under the protection of a block-house, situate 
on the south-east side of the river, which here 
runs parallel to, and forms a narrow peninsula 
with, the shore of Gloucester bay. This enabled 
captain Sinclair to anchor his ''essels within good 
battering distance of the block-house. A spirited 
cannonade was kept up betn·een the latter, where 
a 6-pounder was mounted, (besides two 24-pound 
carronades on the ground,) and the three Ame
rican vessels outside, composed of the l\iagara, 
mounting eighteen 32-pound carronades, and two 
long 12-pounders, and the TigTess and Scorpion, · 
mounting, between them, one long 12, and tw(} 

long 24-pounders. In addition to this force, a 
.5k inch howitzer, with a suitable detachment of 
artillery, had been landed on tile peninsula. 
Against these 24 pit>ces of cannon, aud upn·ards 
of 500 men, were opposed, one piece of cannonJ 
and 23 officers and ~eamen. Further resistance 
was in vain ; and, just as lieutenant " ·orseley 
had prepared a train, leading· to the Nancy.from.' · 
the block-house, one of the er ~ emJ ~s shells burst 

'* Captain Siuclair'J letter, of date, September 3. 



onr.A T HR i fA IX A:\: D A.:\tr::ll ICA. ' 197 

in the latter, and bot!1 the block-house anll the 
vessel were J11'esent ly blown up. Lien tenant 
\Vorseley aud his men escaped in their boat 
up the river; and, fortunately, the whole of 
the north-west company's richly laden canoes, 
bound across the lake, escaped, also, into French 
river. After having thus led to the destruction 
of a vessel, which the American commander had 
the modesty to describe as-'' his Britannic 
maje~ty's schooner l\ancy,"-captain Sinclair 
departed for Lake Erie; leaving the Tigress and 
Scorpion to blockade the 1.\'attawassaga, and, 
as that was the only route by which supplies 
could be readily forwa1·ded, starve the garrison 
of Michilimacinac into a surrende!·. 

After remaining at their station for a few days, 
the two American schooners took a trip to the 
neighbourhood of St. Jnseph's. Here they were 
discovered, on the 25th of August, by some 
Indians on their way to Michilimacinac. On 
the 31st, lieutenant Worseley and his men arrived 
at the ganison ; bringing inteHig·ence that the 
two sclwoners were five leagues apart. An im
mediate attempt to effect their capture was, 
therefore, resolved upon ; and, on the evening 
of the 1st of September, lieutenant W orseley, 
and his party, composed of midshipman Doh
son, one gunner's mate, and 17 seamen, re
embarked in their boat; and lieutenant Bulget·, 
of the royal Newfoundland regiment, along with 
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two lieutenants, two seJjeants, six corporals, and 

50 rank and file, of his own corps, one hospital

mate, one bombardier and one gunner of the 

royal artillery, with a 3 and 6-pounder; major 

Dickson, supea·intendent of Indian affairs, four 

others of the Indian department, and three 

Indian chiefs, making a total of 92 persons, 

embarked on board three other boats. It was 

sun-down on the 2d, before the boats arrived at 

the Detour, or enh"ance of St. l\Iary's strait; and 

not till the next day, that the exact situation 

of the enemy's vessels became known. At six 

o'clock that evening, the boats pulled for the 

nearest vessel, ascertained to be at anchor about 

six miles off. A body of Indians, which had 

accompanied the expedition from 1\-lichilimaci

nac, l'emained three miles in the rear; and, at 

nine o'clock, the schooner appeared in sight. 

The latter, as soon as she discovered the boats, 

which was not till they had appl'oacbed within 

lOO yards of her, opened a smart fire from he1· 

long 24-pounder and 1nusketry. The boats, 

however, advanced rapidly; and, two boarding 

her on each side, carried, in five minutes, the 

United States' schooner Tigress, of one long 

Z4-pounder, on a pivot-carriag·e, and 28 officers 

and n1en. • The British loss was, two seamen 

killed; lieutenant Bulger, and four or .five sol- . 

diers and seamen, wounded. The American 

* Nationl:ll lntelligencer, July '.!9, 1Sl5. 
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Ios~, three men, including one or two officer , 
wounded. 

On the morning· of the 4th, the prisoners were 
sent in one of the boats, under a guard, to 
Michilimacinac; and preparations were made 
to attack the other schooner, which was under
stood to be at anchor 15 miles further down. 
Lieutenant Bulger, in his letter, • describes the 
arrangement that was made; and which resulted 
in the capture of the United States' schooner 
Scorpion, manned with 30 officers and men ; " 
and carrying one long 24, and, in her hold, 
one long 12-pounder. Her loss amounted to 
two kilJed, and two wounded ; ours to one ot 
two soldiers wounded ; making the total British 
loss, in capturing the two vessels, amount to 
three killed, and eight wounded. It is a singu
lar, and somewhat ludicrous fact, that the ac
count of the loss of these vessels had reached 
Washington, a week, at least, before Mr. Madison 
said: " A part of the squadron of Lake Erie 
has been extended to Lake Huron, and has pro· 
duced the advantage of displaying our command 
of that lake also."t 

The Scorpion measured 68-f feet upon deck, 
and IS! feet extreme breadth ; the Tigress 60f 
feet upon deck, and 17-} feet extreme breadth: 
so that these two American " gun-boats " 

* App. No. 41. 
t President's Speech, Sept. 20, 1814. 
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,averaged, according to British measurement_, 
100 tons. They had on board abund~nce of 
shot, including some 32-pounders; and in 
,small-arms, between them, 64 muskets, and 104 

cutlasses and boarding-pikes. . As a proof of 
the va)ue of these two schooners, now that they 
were a-float upon Lake Huron, their hulls and 
stores were appraised, by the proper officers, at 
upwards of 16000l. sterling. ln another point of 
view, they were still more ,·aluable. Commodore 
Perry's victory left the Americans without an 
~n_emy to fear upon the lakes Erie and Huron; 
and yet do we find, still on board of the four t 
smallest of his nine vessels, three times as many 
seamen, as were on board all the " very superior 
British fleet,"+ which"that "illustrious" American 
commodore, after an obstinate struggle, had 
succeeded in capturing. 

The loss of the schooners Tigress and Scorpion 
necessarily underwent, as soon as the officers 
were discharged from imprisonment. the in,·es
tig-ation of a court of inquiry. The British force 
is t~ea·e made,-" about 300 sailors soldiers, 
and Indians;" which, had the latter been pre
sent; was no grea~ exaggeration. l\Ir. Thornson, 
not wishing to shock his readers with an account 
so near akin to truth, says: " Lieutenant-colo
nel l\1' Do wall supplied lieutenant \ror~~~y, ~f 

t Including the Somers and Ohio; . see. p •. 168. 
+ J ames's Naval Occurrences, p. 2Q4 '*' . . . 
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the navy, with 250 Indians, and a detachment 

of the Newfoundland regiment, with whom, and 
150 sailors, he attacked the schooners, on the 
9th of September. After a se,'ere struggle, in 

which he lost a very disproportionate number 

of kiJJed and wounded, he carried the vessels, 
-and proceeded with them to l\lichilimacinac."• 

Mr. O'Connor, having a story at hand, which, 

he think~, will afford ten times as much gratifi ... 

cation as i\lr. Thomson's, omits the force on 

either side, in order to insert the following:

" Captain Arthur Sinclair, commanding the 
United States' naval force on the upper lakes, 

states, in a letter to the secretary of the navy, 

on the authority of sailing-master Champlin, 

ihat ' the conduct of the enemy to our prisoners, 

(the crew of the Tigress,) thus captured, and 

the inhuman butchery of those who fell into 

their bands, at the attack of Mackinack, has 

been barbarous beyond a parallel. The forme1· 

have been plundered of almost every article of 

clothing they possessed ; the latter had their 

hearts and livers taken out, which were actually 

cooked and feasted on by the savages; and that 
too, in the quarters of the British officers, sanc

tioned by colonel M'Dougall.' "• Not to keep 

the reader a moment in suspense, let him be 

assured, that this '' heart and liver" story is not 

* Sketches of the War, p. 331. 

+History of the War, p. 266. 
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twen hinted at in the proceedings of the court of 
inquiry, (filling as they do the column of a news·
paper, •) that tried the officers and crew of the 
Tigress; and which court would, most gladly, 
have published the fact. And would doctor Smith 
and Mr. Thomson, so ready at catching tales of 
the sort, have let pass such an opportunity of 
stigmatizing the British ? The most surprising 
thing is, that it should be a " fourth edition, 
revised and corrected," wherein we find so dis
gusting, and so flagitious a paragraph. 

• NationallntelHgenccr, July 29, 1815. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Assemblage of troops in Lott'et Canada-Contem
plated attac!.· upon Sackett's Harbor-Arrival 
there of generallzard-B·ritish camp at Clzamblg 
-frlarch of the left division towards Plattsburg 
-Origin of the expedition-Arrival of the left 
division near the lines, and correspondent retreat 
of mujor-generalll.facomb-Slow advance of the 
left division-Behaviour ~f the American militia 
-Description of Plattsburg-Required eo-ape
ration of the Champlain fleet- Comparative 
force of the two squad1·ons-lmpm·tant parti-
culaTs from the letters of " V ER IT AS "-Re
marks on the American official account-Pri
soners and deserters-Loss on both sides-Ame
rican ·accounts-Painted representation of the 
action-Subseruent death of sir George Prevost
Remarh'S upon plans of conquest matured at a dis
tance-Re-encampment of the left division of tlte 
British army in Lower Canada-Proceedings of 
the right division-Improved state of the de. 
fences, and augmented force of the garrison, at 
Fo1·t-Erie-Ejfect of sickness and loss on the 
BTitish-Preparations for a sortie-Stllte of the 
British Works-Distance between them and the 
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British encampment-Advance of the American 
$allying party-State of the weatlter-S'urp1·ise 
of Lite Britislt piquets-SI~irrnislt witlt the guard, 
and capture rif part of the batteries-Advance 
of tlte dmerican reserve...;_Arrival of tlte support
brigade from the British camp-Repulse of the 
American troops, and 1·ecovery of the captured 
batteriea-"A1utual loss-American accounts
Continued exposure and sickness of the rigltt 
division-Its removal to a healthier contiguous 
~pot, and s-ubsequent 1·etreat to Cltippeu·a.lJ
General Iza1·d's departure front Sackett's Hnr
bm· - llis cautious proceeding, and Junction 
wit!t general B·rown -A mount of the united 
American forces- Furtlze1· retreat of general 

, Drummond-Sicirmislt at L.lJon's creei.:-Bri· 
tisft command of Lake Ontario-A small rein
forcement to t!te right dini5ion- R elreat of ilte 
American army to Fort-Eric-A second rein
forcement to the Britislt-Aua11donment am/. 
destruction of Fort-Erie, and departure of 

_ g€nerals Izard and Brown from Upper Canada 
-Distribution of both armies, on the Niagara, 
i;zto winter quarters-State of alarm at Sackett's 
Harbor- Two successive predatm·y incursions 
into the western parts of Upper Canada . . 

LEAVING Mr. :Madison to profit by the 
~' ad,antage" he has gained upon Lake Huron, 
we hasten to Lower Canada·; where , a force. of 
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Briti~h regulars was now assembled, sufficient, 
for the first time duriug the war, to give serious 
alarm to the American government. During 
the months of June and July, the Quebec papers 
"e1·e continually announcing the arrival of 
transports wi tL troops, and those tmops , too, 
a;uch as, undet· "el lington, had hitherto carried 
all before th em. 'Yhen the people of the Ca 
nadas beo·an to reflect how s1mringly tlwy had :::> ' .... . 
been supplied with troops, in the first two years 
of the war, a very familiar proverb could not 
fail to press upon their thoughts. " ' hen, again, 
they saw nothing but petty reinforcements sent 
to general Dt·ummond on the l\iagara, and that 
the important post of Sackett's A arbor was still a 
flourishing depot in the hands of the enemy, what 
rational man among them could come to any other 
conclusion, than that the commander-in-chief 
was determined to wipe away the disgrace he had 
incurred in the l\1ay of the preceding year ?• 
S·ir G~orge, did certainly say something, in his 
intercepted letters to lieutenant-general Drum .. 
mond, about ordering a brigade of troops: 
under major-general Kempt, to Kingston, for 
1he purpose of attacking Sackett's llarbor; 
although , at the same time, he must have 
known, that our fleet was not in a situation to 
appear on the lake; n<lr likely to be so, till the 
new lOO-gun-ship was bun·ched. So sati :~ fied 

~ See Yol. I . p. 172. · 
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were· the ·Americans, that SackQtt's Harbor 

would be the fh·st point of attack, even if sir 

·· George had to crol!is the St. Lawrence, and march 

overland, that general lzard, on the 1st of Sep
tember, broke up his encampment at PJatts

burg, and marched there with between 3 and 

4000 regulars. 
If any any thing could raise British courage 

beyond its accustomed height, it was, sut·ely, the 
emulation which existed between the troops that 
had recently arrived from the Peninsula, and 
those that had been originally allotted fot· the 
defence of the Canadas: the one, highly jealous 

of the reputation they had already gained; the 

other, equally so, of their local experience, 
and of the dressing they had seYeral times given 
to &uperior numbers of the Yery same enemy, 
against whom the two united bodies were now 

about to act. Undt>r the..'Se circumstances, will 
any one, except an American, say, that 11000 

Qf such troops would not have fieaten, upon any 
ground where e\'olutions could be practised, 
1.7000ofthe best troops which the L'nited States 
~ould have brought into the field? A British 
army, then, of 11000 men, with a proportionate 
and most excellent train .of artillery, commanded 

in chief by sir George Prevost, and, unde.r him, 

by officers of the first distinction in the sen:ice, 

left their camp at Chambly, '' with a Yiew," 

says the American official account, " of con-
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quering the country, as fat· as Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga." • \\-e are here bound to acquit 
sir George Pre,·ost of being the framer of thi ' 
~xpedition. It originated in England. t 

The approach of sit· George's army, by 
Odell-town, to the line of demarcation, was thf' 
sig-nal for major-general 1\'lacomb, with the few 
regulars of general Izard's army left under his 
command, to retire from the neighbourhood of 
the lines, to Plattsburg. His abandoned camp 
was entered by sir George Prevost on the 3d of 
September. From this position theJeft di\'ision, 
of about 7000 men, ~omposed of all but the 
resen·e and heavy artillery, moved forward on the 
4th, and halted on the 5th. within eight miles of 
Plattsburg_; having advanced 25 mjles within the 
enemy's territory in the course of four days. On 
the morning of the 6th, the left division pro
ceeded on its march, major-general Power's, or 
the right column advancing t>y the Beckman
town road; and majpr-general Brisbape's. co. 
lumn,-except one wing of De Meuron's regi
ment, left to keep up the communication with 
the main body,-taking ~he road that runs pa .. 
rallel to Lake Champlain. At a bridge crossing 
a creek that intersects this road, the American 
general had stationed a small force, with two 
field-pieces, to abattis and obstruct the wav. In 
t.he meanwhile the-right column, meeting: with 

* App. No. 45. t App. No. 42-. 
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no impediments to its progress, passed rapidly 
on, 700 American militia,* upon whom " the 
Briti~h troops did not deign to fire, except by 
-their Bankers and advanced patroles,'' t retreat
ing· before it. General .l\facomb, out of com
pliment to the regulars, perhaps, states that 250 

of them, under major 'Vool," disputed the road 
with great obstinacy;'' yet, in almost the next 
paragraph, admits that, after the detachment 
of 3-10 regulars, with two field pieces, had re
tired fr .-:Hn Dead creek, and joined major \\~ool, 

and while the riflemen " at rest," were pouring 
in a destructive fire," and the field-pieces doing 
" considerable execution," " so undaunted was 
the enemy, that he neyer deployed in his whole 
march, alwaJS pressing on in column." The 
rapid ad\'ance of major-general Power secured 
major-general Ba·isbane from an_f further oppo
sition, than what he might experience from the 
American gun-boats and gallies. 1\"oh,·ithstand
ing a lwavy fire from their long 24 and 12-
pounders, the bridge across the creek was pre-· 
sently 1·e-constructed, and the -left column mo-red 
forw:ud upon PJattsburg. -
: The viJJage of PJattsburg contains about 70 

houses and stores, and is sit-uate on h<:>th s-ides 
of the river Saranac, close to its confluence ~-i_th 

Lake Champlain. The statement in the British · 
official account,that ''the colun1n entered Platts· 

/ 

* Sketches of the 'War; p. :us. - t · A-pp: No. 45. 
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bu•·g," • must, therefore, be understood to mean, 
either the township of that name, ot· the small 
portion of the village which was situate on the 
north-side of the stream. It was to the south-side 

that general Macomb, after taking up the planks 
of the bridge, had retreated ; and it was., on the 
elevated ridge of land" forming its bank, that 
the Americans erected their works. General 
1\'lac b mentions three forts, and '' two block
houses strongly fortified." One of the latter, 
according to a grand panoramic view of the 
action, mounted three guns. " -e belie,·e there 
were from 15 to 20 guns in all ; most of them 
of hea¥y caliber. There was, also, a large new 
stone-mill, four stories high, that formed an 
excellent position for the American riflemen. 
It was on the eveuing of the 6th, that the left 
division arrived on tile north-bank of the Sa
raoac. " But," says Mr. Thompson, '' not all 
the gallies, aided by the armament of the whole 
flotilla, "'hi eh then lay opposite PJattsburg, 
under commodore M acdonough, could ha Ye pre
vented the capture of Macomb's army, after its 
passage of the Saranac, had sir George Prevost 
pushed his whole force upon the margin of that 
stream. Like general Drummond, at Erie, he 
made a pause, in full view of the unfinished 
:works of the Americans, and consumed five days 
in erecting batteries, and throwing up breast-

• App. No. 4~. 

VOL. IJ. p 
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works, for the protection of his approaches. Of 
this interval the American general did not fail 
to avail himself; and kept his troops constantly 
employed in finishing his line of redoubts."• The 
reader need scarce) y to be reminded, that this is 
the same Plattsburg, at which colonel Murray, 
with 1000 troops, landed; the river on which it 
stands, the same Saranac, up which the colonel 
ascended, three miles, to burn the enemy bar
racks; and that those barracks were burnt, while 
an American regular army, more than twice 3.5 

strong as general Macomb's, lay encamped in 
the neighbourhood. t 

Unfortunately, a service which one brigade of 
the left division, had it been allowed to make the 
attempt, would have most promptly and com
pletely executed, was to be defened, till a ship, 
which had been launched only 11 days, was 
armed, manned, and equipped; and, witb her 
puny companions, ready to fight a much supe
rior fleet of the enemy. There is no doubt that 
orders were sent from home, f01· this ship to be 
laid on the stocks, so that she might be ready 
to co-operate in the PJattsburg expedition. Six 
days only after the Confiance had IJeen launched, 
and nine days before a crew arrived to man her, 
was sir George's army already in the enemy's 
territory. If sir Georg·e's orders wei·e so impe· 

• Sk.etcbts of the War, p. 310. t Stte Vol. I. p. !4~-5. 
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rative as to a naval co-operation, why did he 
not wait quietl.v at his camp at Chambly, till 
the new ship was fitted ; and then commence 
his three days' march to Plattsburg? 

A gentleman, residing near the scene of action, 
l1as, under the signature of" Veritas,'' so ably 
descanted upon the merits of the Plattsburg 
failure, that we cannot do better, than make an 
extract from his interesting pamphlet ; • first, 
however, calling the reader's attention to our 
statement of the action fought between the 
rival fleets; wherein will be seen detailed some 
of the many difficulties under which poor cap
tain Downie laboured. t So much of that state .. 
ment as respects the re]ative force ofthe British 
and American squadrons, cannot well be dii
pensed \Vith; and is therefore here transcribed : 

" Compc1rati11e force of the two $quadrons. 
British. American. 

Broadside-metal { Long guns, 507 588 
io pounds Carronades, 258 606 

--765 1194 
Complements of men and boys, 5J7 950 
Size in tons, 142() 25t0." 

''In order," says the writer of' V EIUTAs,' "to 
<;onvey an accurate idea upon the subject of 
the expedition to Plattsburg, by reasoning upon 
sir George's official letter, I extract from it 

' that# on the 3d o~ September, our army seized 

• Published at Montreal, Upper Canada. 
t Jamea's Nu. Occur. p. 405-35 . 

p 2 
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the enemy's entrenched camp at Champ1ain .. 
town (what a feat!) after it was abandoned by 

them; that, on the lith, the army halted within 
8 miles of Plattsburg; and, on the 6th, entered 
.Plattsburg, after reversing the position of the 
enemy at Dead creek, which they abandoned 
·and left to be defended by the gun-boats. Sir 
George then describes the position of the enemy 
as upon an elevated ridge south of the Saranac, 
with redoubts, &c. armed with heavy ordnance, 
with their flotilla, the Saratoga, Surprise, Thun:
derer, Preble, and 10 gun-boats, (which gun
boats, please to remark, reader, were, a moment 
.before, said to be at Dead creek,) ~at anchor out 
of gun-shot from the shore.' He aclds, that he 
immediately communicated this circumstance 
to .captain Downie, who had the ' Confiance, 
Linnet, Broke, and Shannon,' (captain Pring 
calls the latter the Chub and Finch,) ' and 12 

gun-boats,' and requested his co-operation; 
(mark that ;) and, in the mean time, batteries 
were constructed. On the morning of the 11th 

our flotilla was seen over the i~t bmus of land; 
(it seems he would not trust to his ears, in respect 
'to the scaling of the guns for a signal as ag·rerd 
upo-n;) when, immediately, certain brigades 
were orclered to adYance to force the ford of the 
Saranac, and escalade tht: enemy's \Vorks upon 
lhe heights; but, sarcely had the troops forced 

-a passaf!·e and ascended thos.e heig·hts, when he 
heard the shout of -victory (here his ears appear 
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to have been prett)r sharp) from the enemy's 
works, in consequence of the flags of the Con
fiance and Linnet being struck, (they did not
strike within 15 minutes of ~ach other,) and the 
gun-boats flying. Finally, he adds, 'this un
looked-for eYent, depriving me of the co-opera
tion of the fleet,' (but, in the name of honor and 
good faith, why did you not co-operate before?) 
' without which, the further prosecution of the 
service was become impracticable, I did not 
hesitate to arrest the course of the troops ad,·anc
ing to the attack, because the most complete 
success would ha,·e been unavailing, and the 
possession of the enemy's works offered no ad
Yantage to compensate for the loss we must have 
sustained in acquiring possession of them.' 

" Now, would it not be supposed, that all this 
was done _in the time that sir George wa'i turning 
himself round from looking at the fleet, to look 
at his troops, and vice versa? but, what must 
the astonishment be, when it is found, that the 
Confiance resisted two hours and a half, and 
the _Linnet 15 minutes longer! Surely the 
troops, whose commander was so impatient to 
see the fleet come up, ought to have been ready 
to enter the enemy's works the moment they 
did appear. Had they so entered, it is unq ue~
tionable that our fleet would have been victori
ous; or, had they been permitted to enter, even 
when recalled, it is almost demonstrable that 
the enemy's fleet must have surrendered, or our;S 
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at least, have been retaken. There may be some 
truth in sir George's official narrative, but much 
is concealed. A letter was sent to captain 
Downie, strongly urging him to come on, as the 
army had been long waiting for his co-operation, 
(stating, as a proof of it, that it had been under 
arms from day-light the day before, in expecta
tion of the fleet,) and closing with a hope, that 
hothing but the state of the wind, prevented the 
fleet from coming up. This last insinuation con
veyed more meaning than meet£ the ear,as if hint
ing that artificial delays were made. The brave 
Downie replied, that he required no urging to 
do his duty ; that he should be up the first shift 
of wind, and make the signal of his approach by 
scaling bii guns. He was as good as his word: 
the guns were st'aled when he got under weigh; 
upon hearing which, sir George issued an order 
for the troops to cook, instead of that of instant 

· -co-operation. At length, when he saw tile fleet, 

a moYement was ordered, but of course too late, 
as so little previous arrangement bad been made 
for being ready to come into immediate contact 
with the enemy, that the troops put in motion, 
had a circuit of miles to make ; and then, when 
at length close in with their object, were re
-called the moment that the fleet fell. .As to 
captain Downie's being urged by sir Georgtl to 
go into action, the whole chain of circumstances 
corroborate the fact, and the indiscretion of 
major Coo re in furnishing li viJ!g evidence of 
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what ths hero, now no more, said, is not lll\lrtt 
fortunate for the cause of truth than conclusive 
thereoo. Besides this, every professional man 
knows, that no naval officer, in his senses, would, 
from choice, (if left to the guidance of his own 
judgment,) ha\'e gone into action with a new 
ship and raw crew, immediately after ber equip· 
ment, without a week or ten days to discipline 
that crew, and accustom them to their stations 
and quarters. Much stress is ]aid by sir George 
and his friends upon the allegation that the 
enemy's fleet was out of gun-shot from the shore ; 
which is not true. But why not have entered 
the enemy's works, and given practical proof of 
the range of shot against their fleet, instead of 
making conjectural assertions? Had that been 
done, widely different would have been the issue. 
So thoroughly did captain Downie depend upon 
co-operation by land, that he harangued his 
men when going into action, to this eff~ct :
' My lads, we shall be immediately assisted by 
the army a.shore-Let us show them, that our 
part of!he duty is well done.' Poor fellow, how 
he was mistaken! In 10 minutes afterwards he 
fell ; and left sir George to tell his own story. 
This speech proved to have a pernicious effect 
upon the crew, when the promises it conveyed, 
were seen not to be fulfilled on shore. 

" It is a fact, that the American commodore 
was so impressed with the idea that their works 
-on shore would still be canied, that he did not 
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take possession of our vessels for a long 'time 
after th~ action terminated ; he being employed 
in getting his own out of reach from the shore, 
apprehending that their own batteries would be 
turned against them. In the evening he ex
pressed an expectation that, next morning, the 
British colours would be seen flying upon the 
American works; and, when genenal Macomb 
came off at day -light, to say that our army had 
retreated in the night of the 11th, leaving thei~ 
sick and wounded behind, and destroying quan
tities of stores and provisions, commodore Mac.; 

donough would not credit the fact; but, when 
it was persisted in, cautioned l\1acomb to beware 
of a ruse de guerre, as the British army would 
either return next night, or was then proceeding 
by forced marches to Sackett's Harbor. It is 
known that Macomb, notwithstanding all his 
puffs about our defeat, was actually sitting in 
gloomy despair upon a gun, whilst our troops 
were advancing on the 11th; and was ready to sur
render, · the moment that the first British soldier 
appeared upon the parapet. And when he was 
notified, that they had suddenly halted, and were 
t hen on the retreat, he started up, almost frantic 
with j oy, 'and could hardly believe the evidence 
of his senses. He had only with him aboutl500 
of the refuse of the American troops on the 
Plattsburg duty, the effectives having p •·eviously 
maa·ched off foa· Sackett's Hat·bor, under general 
Izard. To this n1ay be added, perhaps, 3000 
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militia chiefly collected after sir George halted ' . 
on the 6th, at Plattsburg, and on which day he 
mio·ht have entered their works, almost without 

0 

opposition, had our troops not been kept back 
for a grand coup, and behold its finale! 

" As to l!.aving of men by the retreat, aftet· the 

loss of our fleet, it is well known that twice the 
number were lost by desertion, which an assault 
would ha'"e cost us ; and this sir George knew 

at the time he wrote, ' that the possession of 
the enemy's works offered no ad,·antage to coan

pensate for the loss we must have sustained in 

acquiring possession of them.' Did sir Georg·e 

rea1Iy believe, that we had lost the use of our 

reasoning faculties? 'ras the ground upon 
which the men, artillery, and stores at Saranac 

stood, the object of capture? or was it not 

(assuredly it was) the men, artillery, and stores, 
standing upon that ground ; and if so, why 
·were tltey suffered to escape? Surely the mili

tary character of the gallant army committed to 

his charge, and the manes of the gallant Downie, 

\Vho perished under such circumstances, re

quired some sacrifices. I wonder in what school 
sir George learnt the humiliating doctrine, that 
a British soldier's life is more valuable to him 

than his military honor; and yet to justify such 
a retreat, that principle must be assumed. Did 

not the loss of our fleet require a military set

off? and did not that loss absolutely impose it 



218 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEES 

upon sirGeorge, as an imperious duty, to furnish 
that set.off, by capturing the enemy·s army, to 
pt·event the effect which a retreat, under such 
circumstances, must produce, ornamented, as he 
wel1 knew it would be, by American gasconade? 
The mischievous moral effect of the Plattsburg 
business, has been, and will be, incalculable, both 
in America and in Europe; for that will be 
heard of in many countries and places, where it 
·will not be known, that the commander alone 
was to blame, an<l the army under him indig
nant on the occasion. \V ere the events of ~ir 
George's command, and especially the expedi
tions to Sackett's Harbor and Plattsburg to 
become examples for the British army to follow; 
from possessing the hearts of lions, they would 
soon be reduced to the timidity of lantbs; and 
the future inquiries of military men would be, 

not who had nobly done his duty, but who had 
.~noided a battle, or who had conhived to escape 
unhurt. 

" It has been said, that his General Orders 
and official letters were often composed with a 
"View to deceive at a distance; and his Platts
burg letter furnishes direct proof of this :.tccma
tion's being correct. It is dated there, the 11th 
of September, 1814, as if written on the spot, im
·mediately after the naval battle, and before the 
degrading retreat commenced; whereas, it is well 
known, that the .letter did not go from -Canada 
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until it was carried by l\f r. Secretary Brenton, 
who sailed from Brandy Pots on the 9th of Octo

ber ; consequently, it was written in Montreal 
long after the date it bears. In proof of this, 

read the following· paragraph of that letter,' As 
the troops concentrated and a}Jpr.oached the line 

of separation between this province,' (is Platts
burgh then in Canada?) ' and the rnited 

States, the American army, &c.' \lhat a sad 
t!ilip of the pen, or memory, is hue! But if for 

'Plattshurg, 11th September,' be substituted 

' l\1ontreal, 21st September,' or any subsequent 
day, then the blunder will be explained. It is 
true, such was the celerity of lais personal re
treat, that on the 13th, he issued an order, dated 

at Odell-town; but I strongly sut)pect that, on 
the 11th, after the action, he was not in a state 

to write letters any where. Another proof of 
the official letter's having been written at l\lon. 
treal, and not at Plattsburg, i~, that in the first 
General Order issued afterwards, the gun-boats 

were, in a manner, corn mended for effecting 
their retreat in safety; (probably f1·om a sym

pathetic feeling of the moment;) whereas, in the 

revision of that order, they are left out, although 
they had been mentioned in this false dated letter 
as flying; because, upon reiiectiQn, their not 
having done their duty, might lead people 
aside from the consideration, that he had not 

done his own. But why was the letter dated at 
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Plattsburg? Truly,just to deceive JoHN BuLL, 
and prevent the necessity of then letting him 
know, how many men were lost by desertion in 
that memorable retreat, and what quantity of 
prO\'isions and stores were destroyed in it, or 
during the expedition." 

In addition to sir George's, we have copied 
into the Appendix sir James Yeo's letter. • 
Captain Pring•s, which details the na,·al battle, 
will be found in its proper place.t Some parts 
of the American· official account require an ex
planation. It is by that intended to be under
stood, that the whole British army was, on the 
morning of the 11th, drawn up on the banks of 
the Saranac: whereas, but four battalions were 
there stationed; the remainder of the troops 
being at some distance in the rear. \\here did 
general Macomb learn, that our troops were 
three times '' repulsed," in their efforts to cross 
the river? The fact is, major-general Brisbane, 
with a portion of his brigade, not only crossed 
the Saranac, but brought away some prisoners. 
This was accomplished to shew the practica
bility of the thing, and not as any part of the 
general attack about to be commenced. Had 
general Brisbane been permitted to advance., 
he would soon have made the ''brave volunteers 
and militia" skip along as nimbly as, according 

* App. No. 43. 

+ James's Naval Occurrences, his Appendix, No; 90. 
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to general l\facomb himself, they had already 
done upon the Beckman-town road . "The 
gallant conduct of captain M'Glassin, " who, on 
the night of the 9th, " with .50 men, drm·e off a 
working·-party, consisting of 150, and defeated 
a covering-party of the same numbe1·, killing 
oue officer and six men in the charge, and 
wounding many," • was a feat worthy to be pe•·
formed by Americans. IA€t us take a ,·iew of 
it, in its unadorned state. The battery mounted 
two guns, and had suffered so much from the 
enemy's fire, as to need considerable repairs. 
These were best perf01·mcd at night; and the 
men had actually their coats and accoutrements 
off, when this " gallant" party surprised them. 
Such as were not instantly disabled or made 
prisoners soon picked up their muskets, and 
drove the Americans hack to their works, with 
the utmost precipitancy. General l\1acomb, 
well knowing that captain l\tl'_Glassin had not 
-time even to spike the two guns, lea,·es that to 
be inferred. l\Ir. Thomson, while, in statin(J' 

~ 

.the routed foe as onJy one" guard of IJO men," 
he appears to consider general 1.\']acomb's '' co
vering party" as the same men covered wit la their 
cloaths, understands what is expected from him, 
as to the other part of the account; and there
fore unblushingly says: '' Being now in posses
sion of a work, which would have incalcu_lably 

• A pp. No. 44. .. . . . 



22~ MlLITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

annoyed the - batteries at Fort-Brown, captain 
M'Glassin destroyed it with all possible haste, 
and returned to the American works with the 
loss of three men missing."* 

The only prisoners taken by the Americans, 
near the river, were some of the light infantry 
company of the 76th regiment, and a few 
!tragglers from other corps, who, having, when 
the order came for a general retreat, lost their way 
in the woods, got cut off from general Brisbane's 
brigade. General Macomb assigns a better rea
son for the discontinuance of the bombardment 
by the British, thus: '' Every battery of the 
enemy being silenced by the superiority of oua· 
fire." t So wide is this from the truth, that 
general Brisbane silenced, and drove away the 
men from, every one of the American guns on the 
banks of the river, preparatory to the lodgment 
which he had intended to have made with his bri
gade, had not the attack been countermanded. 

The rear-guard was commanded by this offi
cer, who waited till the bridge at Dead creek 
was completely destroyed, and left nothing 
behind, except what the badness of the roads 
prevented being remo'\-·ed. One of these articles 
was the broken carriage of a 24-poundt>r, which 
a Burlington journalist immediately mag-nified 
into" 90 pieces of cannon." General Macomb, 
in his first ·letter, says: '' The light troops arid 

• Sketches of the \Var, p. 321. t A pp. No. 44. 
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militia are in full pursuit of the enemy, and 
making prisoners in all directions." In his 

second letter, he baulks the expectations he had 

raised in the minds of his countrymea, by enu

merating only ''five dragoons of the 19th regi

ment, and several others of the rear-guard. " 

This "pursuing" enemy, however, knew better 
than even to sbew himself to '' the rear-guard." 
The" prisoners :, consisted chiefly of deserters ; of 

whom there were, from first to last,-such an 
effect had the retreat upon the minds of the 

men,-more than 800. 

In killed and wounded our loss was compa

ratively small; amounting· to two captains, one 

ensign, four serjeants, 30 rank and file, of the 
former; ·and of the latter, one general staff, one 
captain, six lieutenants, seven serjeants , and 

135 rank and file. The missing amounted to 
four lieutenants, two serjeants, one drummer, 
and 48 rank and file; making a total of 37 
killed ; 150 wounded ; and 55 missing: grand 
total, 235.* As this trifling loss would shO\v, 

at once, what a small portion of the British troops 
came into action; and that it could not have 

been the pt·owess of their opponents that com

pelled them to retire, general Macomb, to whose 

numerical accuracy we are no strangers, t says : 

" The loss of the enemy, in killed, wounded, 
pri!;oners, and deserters, since bis first appear
ance, cannot fall short of 2500."t This number 

• A pp. No, 4'i. t See Vol. I. p. 318. t .t\pp. No. 44. 
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satisfies Mr. O'Connor, but · not doctor Smith; 
the latter, therefore, with his ready pen, makes 
it '' 3050."* Mr. Thomson pretends to more 
accuracy. - He states the number of deserters 
that surrendered on the first day, at 400; add~ 

ing :-" Besides these, sir George lost 7 5 pri
soners; and, as nearly as could be ascertained, 
about 1500 killed and wounded; among them 
several officers of rank."t The Americans state 
their own loss, in t·egulars, at one subaltern, one 
serjeant, one musician, and 34 privates, killed; 
two subalterns,one serjeant-major,four seljeants, 
two corporals, four musicians, and 49 privates 
wounded; total, 37 killed, and 62 wounded: 
grand total 119. t The number of missing 
among the regulars, or the general return of 
loss among the volunteers and militia, no where 
appears. 

None of the American editors have magnified 
the British force beyond 14000 men ; and i\1r. 
O'Conuor states genera] l\1acomb's force at 
1500 regulars, and 2500 militia and l'Olunteers; 
' total 4000 men.:t: This is exclusive of 300Q 
militia that join eel during the night of the 11th; 

and there were, besides, according to an American 
editm·, '' many thousands more on the road in 
full and nilling march." The reader is, no 
doubt, prepared for a budget of boasting, on the 

• History of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 319. 
t Sketches of the War, p. 324. 

~ History of the 'Var, p. ~73~ 



GI\L\T SltiTAI~ A\0 A'JtlUCA. 2:!5 

part of the Americans; anil, without charac
terizing it as a " splendid engagement,"«: had 
they not reason? \re shall only notice a large 
'' Painting;" of which we have the ''Key," now 
before us. Among the British officers repre
sented as close to the bank, are major-generals 
De Rottenb01·g, Robiuson, Bri~bane, and Baynes; 
and a horseman, in full speed from one of the 
contiguous houses, is styled,-" Aide de camp 
from general Prevost." The British encamp
ment is, by the painter's magic, brought full 
into view. \re are not a little surprised to see
,, Colonel Wellington, ('rillington,) of the 
]3uffs, encourag·ing and giving an example to 
his men .;" when 1\lr.· Thomson had, with more 
accuracy than usual, " killed" that officer, at 
the head of these same "Buffs," while marching 
to Plattsburg, on the 6th.t By way of shewing 
that the " State-dragoons of New York," with 
their" red coats," had cea~ed to "give alarm to 
the militia,"t some of the forme1· appear among 
the fierce groupe on the south-side of the Sara
nac. As the. picture, by all accounts, gave, at 
" 25 cents§ each," every satisfaction to the 
.citizens, two important objects were attained: 
the proprietor filled his pockets, and the national 
vanity became raised to the highest pitch. 

In all cases where the troops of the United 

* Sketches of the War, p. 3~4. t lbid, p. :ns. 
t App. ·No. 44. ~ About ls. 1-fd. 

VOL. 11. Q 
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States have traversed the · Canadian territory; 

their progress has, to borrow an American phrase, 

been '' marked with the all-desolating ruin of 

the locust.'' Quite opposite, in its effects, was the 

retreat of the B•·itish along the shores of Cham

pJain ; they rua y be said to have ' shed manna' 

as they went. Not au inhabitant of the place 

but was fed and enriched by the Plattsbm·g 

expedition; which is all that remains to console 

us for its unsuccessful result. In the remarks 

which it has been our duty to make, in order 

to ilJustrate this memorable historical event, 

we hope the reader will understand, that the 

two services were as . willing to co-operate, as, 

for the glory of their country, they ought 

always to be. That the fleet did all that could 

rationally be expected from its means, our naval 

volume will shew : that the army, had it been 

allowed to act, would have done the same, with 

less trouble, and not many more casualties, than 

usually attend one of its field-days, has, we 

trust, already appeared in these pages. The 

individua], who, undoubtedly, caused all this, 

has since paid the debt of nature. • While, 

against him and his memory, we disc1aim all 

feelings of a personal natm·e, we as firmly 

deny, that the principle--' De mortuis nil nisi 
bonum' can be extended to a public character. 

The indiscreet impatience of the Quebec 

* James's Nav. Occur. p. 425. 
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journalists led them to announce, in a pompous 
and boastful manner, every mO\'ement of the 
left division, after its departure from Odell-town. 
Unfortunately, just as they had done favoring 
the public with " the highly gratifying intelli
gence, that our brave troops entered Plattsburg, 
with little opposition," the mail closed for 
England. So that, in one mooth after our 
discomfiture, the whole L' nited Kingdom rang 
with the'' INVASION OF NEw YoRK, AND TAKIN~ 

oF PL_\. TTSBURG." The same wind that con
veyed home, so quickly, this cheering piece of 
news, brought accounts, also, of the capture of 
Penobscot. The editor of a London evening 
journal, ofter announcing, first, that the '' dis
trict of Maine" had been cavtured, and then, 
that " Plattsburg had been victoriously entered 
by our troops,'' says:-" By a glance at the 
map, it will be seen that, by this invasion, our 
army had already advanced in the interior to 
about 50 miles further south than the Penobscot, 
where the coast-operations were carrying on ; 
leaving, of course, the whole intermediate coun
try between Lake Champlain and the sea, as it 
were cut off from the United States." Much 
of the ridicule incurred from hundreds of para
graphs like these, would have been saved, had 
the troops from Europe been accompanied by a 
commander-in-chief, competent to lead them; 
and he directed to govern hjs movements by 

Q2 
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circumstances as they might exist at the time of 
his arrival, and not peremptorily to obey orders,. 
issued at 4000 miles distance; orders, which 
could not be put in execution, till a six month's 
fluctuation of events had, in all probability, 
destroyed their expediency. 

After the British army, on its return from 
Plattsburg, had re-encamped at Champlain, 
the road to Sackett's Harbor lay open to sir 
George. Instead of directing his views that 
way, he marched, with the army, across the lines, 
to Odell-town ; and then set off foa· Montreal. 
After his departure, the principal part of the 
troops were distributed between Isle aux Noix, 
St. John'~, Chambly, and La Prarie; where we 
will leave them, and attend to the operations of 
the right division. 

No sooner had the British retir~d to their en. 
campment, after their unsuccessful assault upon 
Fort- Erie,* than the Americ~ns set about to 
repair the bastion which had been injured by 
the explosion ; as well as to complete the ne\T 
'lvorks that were constructing, when the attack 
,commenced. In a little while, the defen.;es 
were all · entire, and " garnished with heavy 
cannon;" numbering, according to M~· Thom· 
son's plan of the fort, 27 pieces. 

On the 2d of September, general Brown, 
ha,·ing· recovered from his wounds, resumed the 

~Sec p. 178. 
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command of the gan·ison; which had, in the 

mean time, been reinforced by new levies of 

militia. • On the 3d, came about 320 regulars, 
in the St. Lawrence brig·, from Lake Huron, 
and a company of riflemen, 80 strong, from 
Sandusky. Small detachments of regulars, 
whose numbers cannot be ascertained, also 

crossed the strait, from Batavia and Sackett's 
Ilarbor. Notwithstanding, therefore, the loss 

sustained on the 15th of August, and by re~ 

peated desertions since, the American army still 
mustel'ed about 3400 men, who, instead of the 

two captured schooners to protect their flanks, 
had now, the St. Lawrence, Niagara, Lady 
Pre\'Ost, and Caledonia brigs, and Porcupine 
schooner; mounting, between them, 58 guns. 
"\Yell might Mr. Thomson boast that Fort-Erie 

was rendered " impregnable to the attacks of 
any other than a vastly superior force."t 

The British right division, although it had 

been reinforced by the 6th and 82d regiments, 

of, united, about 1040 rank and file, was, on 
account of its recent loss, and the departure of 

six companies of the 41st for Fort-George, and 
of the small remnant of the l03d for Burlinoton 

1::) ' 

no stronger in numbers than previousl.v to the 
assault~ but, in effective strength, it was much 

weaker; for the heavy and constant rains, 

operating upo~ the swampy nature of the ground 

* Sketches of the War, p. 328. t lbid, p • .325. 



2tJO MILITARY OCCURRENCES BBTWEBN 

upon which the troops were obliged to be en
camped, and the severe privations) for want of 
provisions and other necessaries, under which 
they laboured, spread sickness among them. A 
supply, either of provisions or of men, could not 
well be forwarded, while the American squadron 
retained the command of the lake. 

Several immaterial affairs ofpiquets occurred, 
till general Brown, enspirited by the business 
at Plattsburg, and encouraged by information 
of general Drnmmond's intention to retreat to a 
healthier position, resolved, by a sortie, to gain 
the credit of having compelled this movement. 
To render the enterprise less hazardous, ho 
invited across a reinforcement of 'seven-daf 

ol 

men,' or men hired to act for that term only. 
Of this fact there is no doubt ; but we are willing 
to concede e\·ery advantage, in point of num
bers, that was derived from it, and to estimate 
general Brown's force at no more than 3400 

men, of whom upwards of two-thirds were regu
lars. The British had commenced upon a new 
battery, intended to enfilade the western ram
parts of the American works ; but, being on the 
eve of retreating, and having as yet got up no 
additional guns, • the work had not been per
severed in. Two small wooden buildings, de
nominated, though not worthy the name of, 
block-houses, one upon the right fl:mk, the 

• ~e p. 168. 
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other near the centre, of the British lines, had 
recently been constructed. The British en
campment was distant a mile and a half from 
the works, which were situate in the lnidst of 

a thick wood. 
Until it is admitted that the mere throwing· 

of a red coat upon a man's back can endow him 
with all the well-known qualities of the Britisb 
soldier, no one can be surprised that general 
Brown should have deferred his sortie till he 
had ascertained, that De \Vatteville's regi
ment, (which, without disparagement to the 
brave officers in it, was composed of foreigners 
of all nations and principles,) joined by the few 
numbers of the 8th, was doing duty at the bat~ 
teries. It was at about two o'clock on the 
afternoon of the 17th of September, when the 
rain was pouring in torrents, that the Americans 
sallied from the fort. " Lieutenants Riddle and 
Frazer, of the 15th infantry." says Mr. Thorn
son, ''had already opened a road from the 
southern angle of the garrison, to a point within 
_pistol-shot of the enemy's right wing, and with 
such secrecy, that it was not discovered tilJ the 
actual assault commenced."* We here gain 
a piece of important information · and it is 

' ' 
our duty t_o add, that part of De Watteville's 
regiment composed that " right wing·." The 
Americans, at about th1·ee o'clock in the after-

* Sketches of the War, p. 3'25. 
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noon, advanced, in two columns, mider a heavy 
fire from their batteries; one column passing 
through the woods, ~o as to flank the outer British 
battery, or No. 3; the piquets belonging to 
which were completely surpt·ised. The other, 
emerging from a deep ravine, in which it had 
been concealed, penetrated the British lines, in 
front, a little to the right of No. 2, or the centre 
battery; then, turning shm·t to the left, sur· 
rounded the British right, and got almost imme
diate possession of 1\o. 3 battery, its magazine~ 

and, but not without a struggle, the block
house upon its t·ight, garrisoned by a few men 
of the Sth regiment. 

\Vhile a party was securing lhe prisoners, de
stroying the three 24-pounders at No. 3 battery, 
and blo·wing up the magazine, a strong column 
turned to the right; and, after meeting with a 
gallant resistance from the piq uets, composed 
of a part of the 8th, and De " -atteville's regi
ments, succeeded in gaining possession of the 
remaining block-house and of 1\o. 2 battery . 
. General Miller, at the head of the 9th, 11th, and 
19th infantry regiments, joined by the 21st 
regiment, forming the resen·e under general 
·Ripley, inclined towards the ri\·er., in order to 
:assail the British battery, No. I. By this time, 
the remnants of the first battalion _of the royal 
Scots, of the second battaJiol) of the 89th, and 



GRF.AT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 233 · 

the Glengarr~· ligl t infantry ; also three com
panies of the 6th, and seven companies of the 82d 
regiment, had arrin'd from the British camp. The 
royal Scot , and 89th, undet· lieutenant.colOJwl 
Gordon, of the formet· regiment, advanced by the 
1·oad leading to the block. house, upon the right ; 
and soon drove general Porter and his volun
teers, in number 1000, * along with the regu
lars supporting them, from the block-house, 
and the battery, No. 3. The recovery of No. 2, 
and the defence of No. 1 batteries, were entrusted 
to the three companies of the 6th, under major 
Taylor, and the seven companiesofthe82d, under 
major Proctor; amounting, together, to about 
560 rank and file. These detachments, after a 
free use of the bayonet, drove the 9th, 11th, 
21st, and part of the 19th, Uuited States' regi
ments, numbering, at the very lowest estimate, 
1000 rank and file, from tbe battery No. 2, 

before they had effected its entire destruction, 
or that of the two guns in it, and then across 
the British entrenchments, nearly to the glacis 
of Fort-Erie ; making several prisoners in the 
pursuit. In the mean wltile, the Glengarry 
light infantry, under the immediate command 
oflieutenant-colonel Batters by, and accompanied 
by heutenant-colonel Pearson, had recovered· 
the possession of the new intrenchmen_t~ .or 

~ Hht. of the War, p. ~63., 
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'' unfinished battery No. 4." * By five o'clock 
the works were all re-occupied, and the line of 
piq uets re-established. t 

The British loss was very severe. It amounted 
to 115 killed, 178 wounded, and 316 missing; 
total, 609: + a very large proportion, when we 
reflect, that the reserve, composed of major 
Lisle's troop of the 19th light dragoons, the 
seven remaining companies of the 6th, and the 
two flank companies of the 41st regiments, along 
with a small body of incorporated militia, was 
not at all in the action. What a contrast, in 
reference to the numbers of the respective 
armies, between the returns of casualties at the 
foot of major-general De \\tatteville's, and sir 
George Prevost's, official letteti ! § The Ame
ricans acknowledge a loss of 10 officers and 70 
men, killed; 24 officers and 190 men, wounded; 
~nd 10otficers and 206 men, missing; total, 510 :• 
nor does this return appear to include the militia 
or volunteers. 

We are only favored with the sight of a short 
extract from general Brown's official report. It 
is, however, quite enough to satisfy us of the 
spirit of the whole. '' \fithin 30 minutes after 
the first g·un was fired," says the general, ''bat
teries, Nos. 3 and 2, the enemy's line of entrench· 

• S~etches of the War, p. 326. t App. No. 46. 
t App. No. 47. ~ lbid, No. 43. 
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ments, and his two block-houses, were in our 
possession. Soon aftet·, battery No. I, was aban
doned by tlte British. The g·uns in each were 
spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed."• lritb 
this falsehood set abroad, one cannot be sur· 
prised that general Brown;s sortie should hav~ 
been proclaimed throughout the republic a 
" splendid achievement," as he himself, in a 
private letter t{) general Gaines, has the modesty 
to call it; nor at all the bombast to be found in 
the different American histories. The reader 
has had enough of this already; we will, there
fore, endeavour to be brief. Geneml Brown we 
dismiss, with a very short extract from a letter 
written by the American "general Varnum," and 
dated " Buffaloe, September 18." " Our gal
lant little army," says this general "has again 
s\gna\ized itself, by gaining a splendid victory 
over a part of the enemy's forces, near Fort-Erie. 
Two of the enemy's batteries were carried, th~ 
guns spiked, trunnions broken off, and their 
magazines blown up." l\1t·. Thomson, after he 
has done stating, that the Americans had cap
tured the two British block-houses, and all four 
of the batteries, and had succeeded in spiking 
the guns, (represented, upon his diagram as 12 
in number,) and demolishing the captured · 
works, very naturally tells us, that " the opera
tions ceased, with the accomplishment of all 

* Hiatory of the War, p. 26~. 
( 
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the objects of the sortie."* There is one part 
of Mr. Thomson's account, however, that we do 
not rightly understand. He declares that the 
impediments,-desca·ibing them fully,-which 
the American regulars, under general Miller, ex~ 
perienced in their approaches to No. 1 battery, 
" produced some confu~ion in the column, and 
n1ade constant appeals to the bayonet neces
sat·y."t An enemy's " bayonet," in such a 
case, would, one might suppose, produce still 
greater " confusion in the column.,, To what 
else, then, can l\Ir. Thomson allude, as so "ne· 
cessary ," but the '' constant appeals to the 
bayonet," made by one of general Wilkinson's 
'· tried setjeants,"! 

" Just in the place where honor's Jodg'd" ? 
And, no sooner had the troops, thus doubly 
beset, faced about, than a still more forcible 
' ' appeal" azt derriert>, acting by sympathy upon 
their heels, continued its potent stimulus, till 
the Americans reached the very walls of their 
" impregnable" Jortress. 

The still unfa,·orable state of the weather, 
the increasing· sickness of the troops, the Joss 
of three out of six of the battering cannon, 
and the now yery much reduced numbe~:s 

of general Drummond's army, caused him, at 
eight o"clock on the eYening of the 21st, tQ 

* Sketches of the War, p. 327. 

t See p. _ 82. 

t Ibid. 326. 
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remo,·e his remaining guns and stores; and retire 
to tile neighbourhood of Black creek, about 

a mile and a half distant. Here the men bi
vouacked for the night, under torrents of rain. 
On the morning of the 22d, the Americans dis
corered this movement, but offered no molesta

tion ; although g·eneral Drummond l-vaited till 
two o'clock on that day, ere he proceeded 

further downwards. On the '24th, after de~troy
ing the bridge across Frenchman's creek, and 
placing there a small ca,·alry piquet, the right 
division arrived, and encamped, in compat·a
ti,·ely comfortable quarters, at Chippeway. 

As the naval ascendancy of the Americans upon 
Lake Ontario dismissed any present fears of an 

attacl\ upon Sackett's Harbor, general lzard's 
army would, it was con~idered, be more profit
ably employed in strengthening the left di,·ision, 

at the head of the lake. Instead, howeYer, of 
beiug carried to the British Twelve-mile creek, 
where a landing would have effectually cut off 

general Drummond's much inferior force, or to 
the neighbourhood of Fort-Niagara, so as to 

have assaulted and tried to recover that fortress, 

general lzard suffered himself and his army to 
·be disembarked on the south side of the lake; 

·and then stole, by a back route, to Lewistown; 

·where he arrived about the 8th of October with 
' t 

according to American accounts, 2400 infantry, 

·artillery, and dragoons, of the regular army. 
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Why did he not, then, cross instantly to Queens
town, and place general Drummond between 
two fires ?-No ;-he preferred keeping on the 
11afe side of the river till, arriving at Black Rock, 
on the lOth, he crossed over to Fort-Erie, and 
»uperseded general Brown; who, on the 6tb, 
had received a reinforcement of 700 regulars 
from Detroit and Erie. As a proof that we have 
such authority as an American cannot dispute, 
for stating the American force upon this frontier 
at a much higher amount than we have hitherto 
fixed it, we here subjoin an at·ticle taken from 
the " Ontario Repository, of October 11," an 
American newspaper pubJished on the spot.
" From Butfaloe, Oc'tober 11th, we ]earn, that 
general lzard's army crossed at Black Rock only 
on that morning, and was to move down theCa
nada shore on the following day, with 8000 

regular troops.'' May we, then, be allowed to 
say, that general lzard's army at Fort-Erie con
sisted of 6000 regular troops ? 

Against such a force the British right division, 
reduced as it now was in numbers, had no chance 
~f success. General Drummond, therefore, broke 
up his cantonments at Chippeway, and retired 
upon Fort .. George and Burlington. On the 
JROrning of the 19th, a skirmish took place near 
Cook's mills, at Lyon's creek, between a brigade 
of American regulars, under genet·al Bissell and 
detachment& from the 82d, . lOOth, and Glen· 
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garry regiments, amounting to about 650 rank 
and file, under colonell\lurray. The thickness 
of the woods ga¥e g·reat advantage to the Ameri
can riflemen; and, although, with the addition 
of the reserve, we find the .5th, Vith, 15th, and 
16th regiments named, besides a company of 
riflemen, under captain lrvine, making a total 
force of at least 1500 rank and file, the American 
" corps d'eUte," as 1\']r. Thomson boastfully calls 
it, would not risk an encounter, with evidently 
inferior numbers, upon the open ground. After 
what may be termed, a drawn battle, each party 
retired; the British, with the loss of 19 killed 
and \l'ounded: the Americans, according to 
1\'Ir. Thomson, of 67 killed, wounded, and 
missing.* This editor has magnified our force . 
to 1200 men; and made the'' marquisofTwee
dale," in spite of the severe wound he was still 
labouring under at Kingston, the commander of 
the British party. 

The British ship St. Lawrence having been 
launched on the 2d of October, commodore 
Chauncey, on the 11th, when he had ascertained 
that sir James would be on the lake in a few 
days, retired to Sackett's Harbor, and began 
mooring his ships head and stern, to prepare for 
an attack. Sir James sailed on the 17th and 

' J 
on the 19th, landed at the head of the lake, five 

companies of the 90th regiment, and a quantity 

• Sketchelil of the War, p. 32g. 



~40 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

_of provisions; of which the right division was 
in great need. The fleet returned to Kingston 
on the 23d; and, on the 1st of November, sailed 
again to the head of the lake, with the 37th, and 
recruits for the 6th, and 82d regiments, and a 
brigade of artillery; all of which, on the even-
1ng of the 2d, disetnbarked near Fort-George. 
The arrival of the first reinforcement, trifling as 
it was, and although it would not have aug
mented general Drummond's force much beyond 
half the amount of generallzard's, was made an 
excuse for the retreat of the latter to Fort-Erie. 
On the 22d of October the American volunteers 
crossed the ~trait, to be discharged; and general 
Brown, with 2000 regulars, pushed forward to 
the relief of Sackett's Harb01·. The arrival of 
the secon ll Britith reinforcement produced a 
correspondent effect upon the remnant of the 
American force. HaYing, by the aid of their 
fleet, removed the guns, and completely des
troyed the fortifications, the invaders, on the 
.5th of November, crossed from Fort-Erie to their 
own shore; '' after," says l\1r. TLomson,
.forgetting in whose possession Fort-Niagara 
.was,~" a vigorous and brilliant campaign."• 
The 'greater part of the Ame•·ican troops were 
distributed into quarters at Black Rock, Buffa
.]oe and Batavia; the 1·emainder, marched to 
Sackett's Harbor, to assist in •·epelling an attack 

.• .Sketches of the War, p • . 330: 
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which no one could doubt would be made. 
The fighting being over upon the Niagara, lieu· 
tenant-general Drummond and suite, along with 
the 41st regiment, and a number of convales
cents, departed from the head of the lake, on 
hoard the St. Lawrence, and arrived at Kingston 
on the lOth of 1.\'ovember; having left the right 
division, distributed along the Niagara-frontier, 
in comfortable winter quarters. 

The still defenceless state of the western dis
trict of Upper Canada, had exposed the inhabi
tants to all the horrors of a second American 
visitation* On the 20th of September a band 
of depredators issued from the· garrison of De
troit; and, crossing the stream, spread fire and 
pil1age through a whole settlement ; thereby 
reducing to misery no fewer than 27 Canadian 
families. The plunder obtained in this excur
tion, and the impunity with which the actors in 
it had got back to their homes, stimulated a 
more numerous, and better organized body of 
Americans, having, as their chief, " brigadier
general M'Arthur, of the United States' army.'' 
The proceedings of this military officer and his 
detachment having heen thought worthy of a 
place in one of the American histories, we cannot 
do better than transcribe the account. '' On 
the 22d of the following month, (October,) 
brigadier-general lVl'Arthur, having collected 

* Seep. 73. 

YOL, 11. R 
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720 effective regulars and militia, proceeded on 
a secret expedition, along the we~ tern shore of 
Lake St. Clair, and passed into the Canadian 
territory, at the mouth of that water. He pene· 
t•·ated 200 miles in the enemy's country; des
troyed more than that number of muskets ; 
attacked a large body of militia and Indians, 
encamped on favorable ground ; made about 
150 prisoners; and dispersed all the detachments 
to be found at the Thames, Oxford, or Grand 
River. During the march, he principally sub
sisted on the enemy, and fired several of the 
mills, from which the British troops in Upper 
Canada were supplied with food. Hal·ing gaiued 
intelligence of the evacuation of Fort-Erie, he 
abandoned his intention of proceeding to Bur
lington Heights, and returned to Detroit on the 
17th of November. By this rapid expedition, 
the enemy's hostile intentions were diverted from 
another quarter, and his means of attacking 
Detroit entirely crippled; the destruction of his 
supplies rendering such an attempt altogether 
impracticable."* 

Mr. Thomson has here, by the usual arts of 
his trade, attempted to con,·ert into a mili
tary exploit, what much more rcsem bled the 
inroad of banditti. That general l\1' Arthur 
got possession of some muskets, is very probable; 
because, as the reader recollects, a few had 

• Sk.etches.of theW ar, p. 331. 
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been left in the hands of some of the inha
bitants, by the commanding officer of the 
district. • No militia were, at this time, 
embodied; therefore, none could have -been 
" encamped." The " 150 prisoners" consi~ted 
of peaceable inhabitants, both old and young, 
and drunken Indians and their squaws. Had 
there been any " detachments" within even a 
day's march o( the scene of general I\1' Arthur's 
exploits, he would not ha,·e been so bold. The 
instant it was ascertained that a detachment of 
the l03d regiment, numbering less than half 
" 7'20 etfecti ve regulars and militia," had moved 
from Burlington Heights, the general and his 
gang '' dispersed;" and so '' rapid" was their 
flight, that the Briti~h regulars did not get 
within eight miles of them. If Mr. Thomson 
can acknowledge, that the American troops 
"subsisted on the enemy, and fired several of 
the mills,'' we may well conceive, what must 
have been the devastation and ruin that marked 
the track of general M'Arthur and his mounted 
Kentuckians. 

• Seep. 5. 

R'2 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Capture of fr'Ioose Island, in Passamaquoddy Bay 

-Expedition against Penobscot and Castine
Its success-Dest·ruction of the United States' ship 

.Adams- Capture and Destruction of several 

other vessels, also of a g1·eat quantitg of ordnance 

-American militia-Chesapeake Bay-Com

modo1·e Barney's flotilla-Its progress against a 

part of the British force, comma11ded by captain 

Barrie, :of the Dragon-Landing of the Bri

tish at Benedict, on the Patuxent-Loss of five 

straggling marines from tile St. Lawrence 

schooner-American account of the behaviour 

and death of the serJeant, commanding the 

party-Barbarous circumstances under tvhich 

his life was taken-Landing of the British at 

Lower ltladborough-lntention qf tlu American 
government to destroy commodore Barney's 

flotilla, in St. Leonm·d's C1·eek-lts prevention 

by a military enterprise-Repulse of the force 

blockading t!te jl olitla-Lettn·s of comrnodore 

Barne.lf and one of ltis C!tfice1·s-Arnval in the 

Potomac of rear-admi·ral Cockburn-His opt

rations upon the shores of that, and othe1· rivers 
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itt the Chesapeake- R£;Ception on board the 
British ships of American refu.gee-slaves-Ame
rican misrepresentation on the subject-Bounty 
to British deserters. 

THE first military event we ha\'e to notice, 
after quitting the Canadas, is the occupation, on 
the 11th of July, 1814, by lieutenant-colonel 
Pilkington and captain sir Thomas Hardy, with 
a detachment of troops from Nova Scotia, of 
Nloose island, near the mouth of Kobbeskook 
rivet·, opposite to the province of New Bruns
wick, and on the \H~stern side of Passamaquoddy 
bay. The whole of this bay, as \veil as the 
island of Grand Manan in the bay of Fundy, 
was adjudged to be within the boundary of the 
British 1.\'orth-American provinces. The cere
mony of taking possession of the town of East
port, and of Fort-Sullivan, on :Moose island; 
and every other particular connected with the 
expedition, will be found amply detailed in 
the British official accounts.* The American 
accounts offer nothing worthy notice; except 
that they make the British force 20oo, instead 
of about 600 troops. 

As connected with the capture of Passama
quoddy, we pass, at once, to an expedition fitted 
out at Halifax, Nova Scotia, against that part 
of the district of Maine, in the United States, 

* App. Nos. 48. 49. 50. 51. and 52. 
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lying to the eastwat·d of the Penobscot river; 
and which contains about 40 vilJages, and up
wards of 30000 inhabitants. As to the probable 
object of taking pos~ession of this tract of 
country, we cannot better instruct the reader, 
than by referring him to a work publi1)hed by 
Mr. Nathaniel Atcheson, in 1808, entitled :
" Amtn·ican Encroachments on British Rights." 
Our business is merely with the conduct of the 
expedition; which, con~isting of a 74, bearing 
the flag of rear-admiral Griffith, two frigates, a 
~loop of war, and 10 transports, ha,·ing on board 
a company of royal arti1lery, two rifle-compa
nies of the 60th, and the 29th, 62d, and 98th 
regiments, in all, about 1750 rank and file, under 
the command of lieutenant-geneml sir John 
Coape Sherbrooke, governor of l\o,·a Scotia, 
~ailed from Halifax on the 26th of August. ~~l.e 

arrival of the expedition off the point of des
tination, its junction with other ships of war, 
and its further proceedings, resulting in the 
capture of Castine, Belfast, and 1\.lachias, the 
capture or destruction of 22 ships, brigs, and 
schooners, .incJuding the United States' frigate 
Adams; also of (including those at Machias) 
52 pieces of ordnance, will be found most fully 
detailed in the several official documents sent 
home upon the occasion.* 

The Adams had been a 32-gun frigate, but 

* App. Nos. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. ~9. 60. and 61. 
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was afterwards lengthened, so as to rate a 36; 
and then, on account of some defect in her con· 
stt·uction cut down to a corvette : in which 

' 
latter state she measured 725 tons American, or 
783 English. She sailed upon her last cruize, 
·with an armament of four long 18- pounders, 
20 Co/umbiad, or short long-guns, • of the same 
caliber, and h"\-·o long· 12-pounders; total 26 
guns; and with a complement, according to a 
prisoner who was some weeks on board of her, 
of248 picked seamen; chiefly masters and mates 
of merchantmen. The Adams was, therefore, 
one of the most formidable corvettes that cruized 
on the ocean. " .hile in the Irish channel, to
wards the end of July, she was chased by the 
Tigris, of 42 guns, captain HendPrson; and 
would probably hale been caught, had not 
captain Morris thrown overboard his " quarter
guns." As the Adams was not to fight a frigate, 
and was an over-match for the heaviest sloop of 
war in the British navy, we cannot conceive what 
" glory" the American government expected to 
derive, from sending such a ship to sea? AJ. 
though the entire destruction of this fine ship, 
and the capture of 23 of her guns, were effected 
by the combined forces detached up the river 
for that purpose, yet Mr. Thomson concludes 
his account of our " blowing her up," with 
stating, that the British were " disappointed in 

* James's Nav. Occur. p. 5. 
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the object of their expedition." • He does not, 

howe\Ter, attempt to conceal the behaviour of 

the American militia; who, he says, notwith

standing captain Morris's judicious arrange

men.ts, could not be brought to oppose an " in

ferior number of British regulars," and fled 

precipitately. • Captain Barrie's account of the 

very people who had stood up, though for a few 

minutes only, as militia, at Hamden, appearing 

(with, it may be supposed, scarcely breath to 

speak, after their well-run race) "as magistrates, 

select men, &c." t at Bangor, affords a tolerable 

5pecimen of the real character of l\1r. 1\lunro's 

" unarmed inhabitants."; 
The operations in the Chesapeake, during the 

~ummer of 1814, now claim our attention. The 

American editors have, as usual, by thei1· happy 

talent for amplification, given importance to 

II:lany events that occurred in the rivers and 

creeks of that capacious bay, u hich we should 

otherwise ha,·e deemed too insignificant to 

notice. The chief of these consist of the daring 

exploits and hair-breadth escapes of commodore 

Barney, (an Irishman), and his flotilJa of gun

boats. The commodore himself, we must do 

him the justice to say, is a truly brave man; and, 

no doubt, feels highly indignant at the numer

ous ridiculous tales tl\at have been told of hiUl, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 235. 

t A pp. No. 59. t A pp. No. 69. 
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by even the most moderate of the Amerjcan 
editors. P1·evious to our entering· upon any of 
the operations of the flotilla, it becomes us to 
apprize the reader of what its force consisted. 

The first account we have of the flotilla is, 
that '' a number of boats, carrying heavy metal, 
were con tructed in i\Iarch, 1814, on the eastern 
shore of ~Iaryland, for the protection of the hay; 
and the command of them was given to that 
intrepid officer, commodore Barney ." • Doctor 
Smith tells us that " a flotilla of small schoo
ner and barges, was fitted out at Baltimore, to 
scour the bay, and protect its shores, numerous 
creeks and inlets, from the enemy." t 1\lr. 
Tlwrnson says:-" At that period/' (end of May, 
181-!,) " a floti1la, consisting of a cutter, two 
gun-boats, a galley, and nine la•·ge barg·es, sailed 
from Baltimore." t Another American account 
numbers the barges, when subsequently blown 
up, at 13; and a Boston newspaper augments 
commodore Barney's floti1la, when it left Balti

more, to '' 36 gun-boats, and 10 or 15 barges." 
The commodore's cutter or sloop was the ScOJ·
pion, mounting eight carronades, and a heavy 
long-gun upon a traversing carriage; and two of 

the gun-boats, we find, were Nos. 137 and 138. * 
" "hether commodore Barney's flotilla con. 

* Hist. of the War, p. 224. 

t Hist. of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 28<5. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 332, 
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sisted of gun-boats, gallies, ''small schooners,'' 01; 

'' large barges," it indisputably carried "heavy 
metal ;" as, indeed, it well might, considering 
that it was expressly fitted out'' to scour the hay 
and protect its shores from the enemy." Rear
admiral Cockburn says, each vessel had a long
gun in the bow, and a carronade in the stern ; 
the calibers of the guns, and the number of the 
crew, in each, varying, in proportion to the size 
of the boat, from 32-pounders and 60 men, to 
IS-pounders and 40 men.* It appears, also, from 
the Ameril'an accounts, that most, if not all, of 
the vessels had on boar·d furnaces for heating shot. 
In his estimate of the crews the rear-admiral 
cannot be much out of th e l'ray; for, although 
l1e mentions having taken some of the flotilla
men as prisoners, an American work states the 
number of seamen and tnarines that accom
panied commodore Barney to the field at 
Bladensburg, after the loss of his flotilla, at 
600. t Upon adding to this) number, such as 
tnay not have chosen to follow the commodore, 
and such as were taken prisoners by lieutenant 
Scott, * the Americans surely will not charge ui 

with over-rating, if we estimate commodore 
Barney's original command at 700 men. A 
flotilla, so armed, manned, and equipped, cruiz
ing in waters known only to itself, and able, 

• James's Nav. Occurr. his App. No. 81. 

t Hist. of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 297. 
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almost at any time, to seek protection under 
batteries and formidable positions on shore, 
within g-un-shot of which nothing larger than a 
boat could approach, was able to cope with 
any force tbat two 74 -gun ships, or four 46-gun 
frigates, could send against it. 

The first sight gained of this flotiJJa, by the 
British, was on the 1st of June, when it was pro
ceeding from Baltimore, past the mouth of the 
riYer Patuxent, " to scour the bay." The 
British Yessels consisted of the St. Lawrence 
schooner, of 13 guns, and 55 men, and the boats, 
in number seven, of the Albion and Dragon 74s, 
under the command of captain Rarrie of the 
latter ship. The Americans had the honor of 
seeing this trifling force retreat before them to 
the Dragon, then at anchor off Smith's-point. 
That ship got under weigh, and, along with the 
schooner and the boats, proceeded in chase ; 
but the shallowness of the water shortly com
pelled her again to anchor. In the meantime, 
the flotilla had run for shelter into the Patu~ent. 
Captain Barrie, by way of inducing commodore 
Barney to separate his force, detached two boat~ 
to cut off a schooner under Cove-point; but the 
commodore, not considering that his orders to 
give'' protection" warranted such a risk, allowed 
her to be burnt in his sight. 

One American account of this affair says:" The 
commodore discovered two schooners, one of 
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which carried 18 guns, and he immediately gave 
chase."* Here, evidently, Mr. Thomson has, 
by mistake, included the American schooner 
burnt uuder Co,·e-point. Mr. O'Connor has 
fallen into the same error; or rather, he declare~ 
there were " three schooners." Not a word 
appears any where about the schooner that 
was burnt. One editor says:-" Barney was 
obliged to take refuge in the mouth of the 
Patuxent."t Another says:-" This bold ex
ploit did great honor to Barney and his crews :''t 
and all agree, that he tired '' hot shot at the 
enemy." 

On the 6th the flotilla retreated higher up the 
Patuxent; and captain Barrie, being joined on 
the day following by the Loire 46, and Jasseur 
brig, proceeded up the ri,·er with those two 
vessels, the St. Lawrence, and the boats of the 
Albion and Dragon. The flotilla retreated about 
two miles up St. Leonard's creek, where it could 
be reached by boats only; but the force of the 
latter was not equal to the attack. Captain 
Barrie endeavoured, however, by a discharge of 
rockets and carronades from the boats, to pro· 
voke the American vessels, which were moored 
in a line a-breast, across the channel, to come 
down within reach of the guns of the ship, brig, 

• Sketches of the War, p. 332. 

t His;t. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 287. 

t llist. of the War, p. 225. 
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~nd schooner, at anchor near the mouth of the 
creek. At one time the flotilla, or, as Mr. 
O'Connor says, " the 13 barges" got under 
weigh, and chased the boats to a short distance, 
and then returned to their moorings. \\ ith a 
view to force the flotilla to quit its station, de· 
tachments of seamen and marines were landed 
on both sides of the river, and the American 
militia, estimated at 3 or 400, retreated before 
thern to the woods. The marines destroyed two 
tobacco-stores, and several houses that foa·med 
military posts; but still the flotilla remained a~ 
its moorings. 

Fear is certainly a great magnifier of objects. 
To that may we ascribe the frequent appearance 
of razees, in nearly all the rivers of the Chesa. 
peake. The name, once received as applicable 
to a ship of extraordinary size and force, is in the 
mouth of every terrified inhabitant of the coast, 
the moment he descries an enemy's vessel with 
three masts. The reader may perhaps know, 
that a razee is a cut-down 74. Three British 
ships only were fitted in this way; and, ahhough 
all were sent upon the North American station , 
only one of the three entered the Chesapeake, 
and that not till the 25th of August, 1814. The 
very editors who have just done telling us that 
the British cannot send their 74s up the rivers, 
because of their heavy draught of water, make 
no scruple in placing a cut-down 74 at the 
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mouth of every creek near to which a British 
frigate. had cast anchor. These are the gentle
men, too, who boast that their " authentic" 
accounts have passed through so many editions. 

As another proof of Mr. Thomson's love of 
the " authentic,'' he concludes his account of 
the affair in St. Leonard's creek thus: " The 
commodore immediately moved upon them," 
(the British boats,) " and after a smart fire, 
drove the barges down to the 18-gun vessel, 
which, in attempting to beat out, was so severely 
handled, that her crew ran her a-ground, and 
abandoned her." • This is the very vessel, the 
St. Lawrence, whose capture by the Chasseur, 
the Americans so joyfu11y announced, se,·en 
months after she was thus " run a-ground and 
abandoned." ln justice to Mr. Thomson's con
temporaries, we must say, that he is the only 
editor who has fa,·ored the public. with this 
" authentic" piece of information. 

On the };)th of June, the l\arcissus, of -1-2 gun§, 
joined the little squadron; and captain Barrie, 
taking with him 12 boats, containing· 180 

n1aa•ines, and 30 of the black colonial corps, 
proceeded up the ri\'el' to Benedict. t Here the 
men disembarked, aud drove into the woods, 
without a sta·nggle, a number of militia, who 
left behind a part of their muskets and camp
equipage, as well as a 6-pounder field-piece. 

• Sk.etehts of the War, p. 333. t Sec Plate V. 
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After spiking the latter, and destroying a store 

containing tobacco, the British again took to 

their boats. except five or six men who had pro

bably strayed too far into the woods. 

The circumstances attending the capture of 

these men ha,·e been fully detailed in an Alex

andria newspaper, of the 25th of June, and are 

too interesting in their nature not to be given 

entire to the reader. The party, it appears, 

consisted of a portion of the St. Lawrence's 

marines, commanded by serjeant ~Iayeaux, a 

Frenchman, who had been seventeen years in 

the British se nice, and who bore a most excel

lent character. The Alexandria papea·, first 

assigning as a reason foi· giving so particular an 

account of the " ]ate affair at Benedict," that 

some of the citizens " bore a distinguished part 

in it ," proceeds as follows:-" Tlte cavalry of 

the district anived on Tuesday evening, about 

tive o'clock, and at the moment general Stewart 

was preparing to attack the enemy, who were in 

possession of Benedict. At this moment a small 

detachment of the enemy presented themselves 

at the foot of the hiJJ, not far distant from the 

place where the ca-ralry were posted. The order 

was immediately given to charge, and intercept 

their retreat, which was done with so much 

haste and impetuosity, as to break the ranks, 

l-Yhich, considering the nature of the ground, 

wa~t not injudicious. Five of the enemy were 
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taken prisoners. The serjeant of the guard, 
having been separated from his men, and endea
vouring to make his escape, was pursued.
Among the first who overtook him, was Mr. 
Alexander Wise, of the Alexandria dragoons, 
who made a bold but unsuccessful assault upon 
him, and being unable to check his horse, passed 
ten or fifteen paces beyond him. On turning his 
horse, he received the fire of the serjeant, and 
fell dead. At this moment Mr. Alexander 
Hunter, a young gentleman of this town, (who 
had volunteered his services for the occasion 
with the cavalry, and whose conduct has already 
been the subject of much and well-merited 
commendation,) came up, when the setjeant 
faced upon him and received the fire of his 
pistol, which seemed to take effect. Mr. Hun
ter's horse being alarmed at the report, ran some 
distance from the spot. 'lhen l\h. Hunter re
turned, he found general Stewart engaged with 
this intrepid soldier. He immediately advanced 
to the general's relief; upon "'·hich the setjeant 
having had his bayonet unshipped, dropped his 
mu~ket, and, mounting an adjoining ft>nce, fell 
upon the othe•· side, upon his back. .Mr. Hun
ter dismounted, and, unanned, immediately 
followed and engaged him, demanding of several 
horsemen who advanced, to aid in securing him. 
Two of whom presented their pistols, and, after 
calling upon l\lr. Hunter to disengage himself 
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from his antagonist, discharged their pistols 
without effect. This brave marine then retreated, 
unpursued, to an adjoining swamp. His escape 
appearing certain, unless immediately pursued, 
Mr. Hunter begged the loan of a sword, which 
was presented to him by the general ; and with 
which he alone pursued, and soon overtook him, 
when a conflict ensued between them, the bra,·e 
enemy endeavouring by many and vigoi'OUS 
efforts to get possession of the sword, and refus
ing, though repeatedly urged, to surrender, 
except with his life, which a fortunate stroke 
soon after terminated." 

As the writer of this article,-which, be it 
remembered, is extracted from an American 
newspaper,-alludes to some "erroneous impres
sions" caused by " the variety of verbal accounts 
received," we have a right to conclude, that the 
account he has published is as much mollified 
as circumstances would admit; particularly, as 
the gallant Frenchman had not been permitted to 
live to tell his own story. When we reflect, too, 
upon the notorious partiality of the southern 
Americans towards the French, and their equalJy 
notorious hatred towards the British, the very 
fact (the knowledge of which the same account 
admits) that the poor sufferer was a Fenchman, 
may have contributed to alter the features of this, 
even in its present shal>e, heart. rending story. 

After this wounded marine had " dropped his 
VOL. H . 
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musket," and, in climbing the fence, fallen 
(from weakness, no doubt) "upon his back," 
was it manly in the two American horsemen to 
" discharge their pistols" at him ? or did Mr. 
Hunter's conduct in stepping aside to allow them 
to do so, entitle him to '' much and well-merited 
commendation"? Was it not a ~owardly act 
in Mr. Hunter to borrow, and in general Stewart 
to lend, a sword to attack an unarmed, already 
wounded man ?-And then, "a fortunate stroke" 
terminated the poor wretch's existence !-We 
envy not the feelings of the" young gentleman'" 
who committed, or of the general and his party 
of eava]ry and volunteers who abetted,-this foul 
murder :-for, what else can we call it? No 
·truly brave man but would have set a higher 
,-a]ue upon the gallant setjeant's life, for the 
determination he evinced not to surrender. Why 
not have permitted him to remain in theswampto 
which he had fled : what dire mischief could hal'e 
happened to the republic by the presence of this 
unarmed individual? A day or two's residern:e 
in the woods might have lowered his lofty spirit ; 
and he would then, perhaps, have freely surren
dered to a tenth part of those whom he so long 

.. kept at bay; and from whom he would, no doubt, 
have ultimately escaped, had he possessed another 
musket, or perhaps anothe1· load, even, for that 

which he had.' Acquitting the American com
manding officer of those accordant feelings which 
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would haYe prompted him to g·rant so brave a 
n1an his liberty, no altet·native remains to ac
count for the g·eneral's hot pursuit of him, but 
that he must have felt piqued, because May· 
eaux's coJ}duct was so opposite to that of the 
American captain of militia, who, iu the same 
neighbourhood, and about a twehemonth pre
vious, suffered himself to Le taken prisoner by 
a one-handed British lieutenant of the navy. • 
In vain do we search through the diffe1·ent 
American works for any account of the capture 
of serjeant l\Iayeaux and his party ; although 
the capture of a single individual has, on other 
occasions, been exultingly recorded by the whole 
of our three obsequious historians. It must be 
the wish of every staunch American, that the 
editor of the Alexandria newspaper had not 
been so officious: be it our task to give a yet 
more permanent form to the account of the
intrepid behaviour, and the dastardly murder, 
of serjeant Mayeaux. 

After quitting Benedict, captain Barrie as
cended the river to Lower Marlborough, a town 
about 28 miles from the capital of the United 
States.t The pat·ty landed, and took possession 
of the place; the militia, as well as the inha
bitants, flying into the woods. A schooner, 
belonging to a captain David, was captured, and 
loaded with tobacco: after which havinO' burnt, 

' 0 

* Seep. 39. t Sec P late V . 

s '2 
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at Lower Marlborough, and at Magruders,•~on 

the opposite side of the river, tobacco-stores, 

containing 2800 hogsheads, and loaded the boats 

with stock, the detachment re-embarked. The 

Americans collected a force, estimated at about 

350 regulars, besides militia, on Holland's clifts ;• 

but some marines, being landed, traversed the 

ikirts of the heights, and re-embarked without 

molestation ; the American troops not again 

shewing themselves, till the boats were out of 
gun-shot. 

The blockade of commodore Barney's flotilla., 

end the depredations on the coasts of the Pa· 

tuxent, by captain Barrie's squadron, caused 

great inquietude at Washington. At length, an 
order reached the American commodore, directing 

him to destroy the flotilla ; in the hopes that the 

British, having no longer such a temptation in 

their way, wouJd retire from a position so con· 

tiguous to the capital. The order was suspended, 

O\-'dng to a proposal of colonel Wadsworth, of 

the engineers; who, with two IS-pounders, upon 

travelling-carriages, protected by a detachment 
of marines and regular troops, engaged to drive 
away the two frigates from the mouth of the 

creek. The colonel established his batter)

behind an de,:ated ridge, which sheltered him 
and his men; and, on the mon1ing of the 26th 

of June, a ~imultaneous attack of the gun-boats 
* Sec Pl.t.te 5. 
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nnd battery was made upon the two frigates, 

Loire and Narcissus. • " ·hat with hot shot, the 

position chosen by the colonel not being com

manded by the fire from either frigate, and 
captain Brown, the commanding officer's, ha,·ing 
no force which he could land to carry the bat

tery, t the Loire and Narcissus retired to a station 
near Point Patience; and the American flotilla, 

with the exception of one barge, which put 

back, apparently disabled by the shot fr~m the 

frigates, mo-ved out of the creek, and ascended 
the PatuxenL The frigates sustained no loss 
on this occasion; but commodore Barney admits 

a loss of a midshipman and three men killed, 
and se Yen men wounded. 

\Ve have here a fine opportunity of contrast· 
.ing the difference in sty le, between a letter 
written by an adopted, and one written by a 
native American, upon the same subject. Corn~ 

modore Barney writes: ''This morning, at 4 
A.M. a combined attack of the artillery, mariQe 

.corps, and flotilla, was made upon the enemy's 
two frigates, at the mouth of the creek, After 

two hours' engagement, they got under weigh, 
and made sail down the river. They are now 

warping round Point Patience, and I am mov

.ing up the Patuxent with my flotilla." t 
An officer on board the flotilla, writes thus : 

* 'Wilkinson's M em. Vol. I. p. 73!). t . I bid, p. 7 40, 

t B.ist. of the War, p. 226. 
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'c We moved down with the flotilla, and joined 
in the chorus with the artillery. Our fire was 
terrible. At six o'clock they began to move, 
and made sail down the river, leaving us 
masters of the field. Thus we have again heat 
them and theia· roclu~ts, which they did not 
spare. First, we beat off a few boats; then, they 
increased the number; then, they added schoo
ners ; and now, behold the two frigates : all 
ltave shared the same fate. We next expect 
ships of the line. No matter, we will do our 
duty.'' • 

On the 4th of .July, the Severn, of 50 guns, 
having joined the Loire and Narctssus, ·captain 
Nourse, of the first-named ship, despatched 
captain Brown, with the marines of the three 
ships, (150 in number,) up St. Leonard's creek. 
Here two of commodore Barney's barges were 
found scuttled, owing to the damage they had 
received in the action with the frigates. The 
barges, and several other vessels, were burnt, 
and a large tobacco-store destroyed. Soon after 
this, the Bri lish q uitted the Patuxen t. 

On the 19th of July, rear-admiral Cockburn, 
in the l\'larJ bomugh 74, having been joined by 
a battalion of marines, and a detachmeut of ma
rine artillt·ry, proceeded up the river Potomac, 
for the purpose of attackiug Leonard's-town, the 
capital of St. l\lary's county, where the 36th 

• Naval Monument, p. '!40. 
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l nited States' regiment was stationed. The 
marines, under major Lewi8, were landed, whilst 
the boats pulled up in front of the town; but, on 
discovering tbe marines, the enemy's armed 
force quitted the place, and suffered the British 
to take quiet possession. A quantity of stores, 
belonging to the 36th regiment, and a number 
f arms of different descriptions, were found 

there, and destroyed; a quantity of tobacco, 
flour, provisions, and other articles, were brought 
.away in the boats, and in a schooner, which was 
1ying off the town. Not a musket being fired, 
nor an armed enemy seen, the town was spared. 

The Americans ha...-ing· co1lected some Virginia 
militia, at a place calJed Nominy-ferry, in Vir
ginia, a . considerable way up Nominy-river, 
rear-admiral Cockburn, on the 21st, proceeded 
thither, with the boats and marines; the latter 
.commanded by captain Robyns, during the 
illness of major Lewis. The enemy's position 
was on a very commanding eminence, projecting 
into the water; but some marines having been 
landed on its flank, and they being seen getting 
up the craggy side of the mountain, while the 
main body landed at the ferry, the enemy fell 
back, and, though pursued several miles, till 
the approach of night, escaped with the loss of 
a few prisoners. They had withdrawn thei.r 
field-artillery, and hid it in t~e woods; fearing 
that, if they kept it to use against the Brjtisli, 
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they would not be able to retreat with it quick 
enough to save it from capture. After taking 
on board all the tobacco, and other stores found 
in the place, with a quantity of cattle, and 
destroying all the storehouses and buildings, 
the rear-admiral re-embarked; and, dropping 
down to another point of the N ominy river, 
observed some movements on shore, upon 
which he again landed with the marines. The 
Americans fired a volley, but, on the advance of 
'the marines, fled into the woods. Every thing 
in the neighbourhood was therefore destroyed 
or brought otf; and, after visiting the country 
:in several other directions, covering the escape 
·of the negroes who were .anxious to join him, 

the rear-admiral quitted the river, and returned 
to the ships with 135 refugee negroes, two cap
tured schooners, a large quan.tity of tobacco, 

d•·y goods, and cattle, and a few pri~ners. 

Far from considering tobacco, packed up in 
l10gsheads, ready for shipping, as " good prize, 
by the maritime law of nations," as he did the 
north-west company's goods, • Mr. O'Conner 
calls it" plundered property," and the seizure 
o1· destruction of it the " petty and n:anton act 
of an unprincipled and 1nean enemy."t 

On the ~4th of July, the rear-admiral went 
up St. Clement's creek, in St. Mary's county, 
'"·ith the boats and marines, to examine the 

• Seep. 19~ . t Hb t. of t!re W;u , p. ~~7. 
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country. The militia shewed themselves occa
iionally, but always retreated when pua·sued ; 
and the boats returned to the ships without any 
casualty, having captured four schooners, and 
destroyed one. The inhabitants remaining 
peaceably jn their houses, the rear-admiral 
did not suffer any injury to be done to them, 

e"cepting at one farm, from which two musket
shots had been fired at the admiral's gig, and 
where the property was, therefore, destroyed. 

On the 26th of July, the rear-admiral pro
ceeded to the head of the Machodic river, in 
Virginia, where h~ burnt six schooners, whilst 
the marines marched, without opposition, ove t· 
the country on the banks·ofthat river; and, there 
not remaining any other place on the Virginia 
or St. Mary's side of his last anchorage, that the 
rear-admiral had not vi~;ited, he, on the 28th , 
caused the ships to moYe above Blackstone's 
Island; and, on the 29th, proceeded, with the 
boats and marines, up the \Yicomoco river. He 
landed at Ham burgh and Chaptico; from which 
latter place he shipped a considerable quantity 
6f tobacco, and visited several houses in differ
ent parts of the country; the owners of which 
living quietly with their families, and seeming 
to consider themselves and the neighbourhood 
to be at his disposal, he caused no farther incon
yenience to them, than obliging them to furnish 
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supplies of cattle aRd stock for the use of hi1 
forces ; for which they were liberally paid. 

On the 2d of August, the squadron dropped 
down the Potomac, near to the entrance of the 
Yocomoco river, which the rear-admiral en

tered on the following day, with the boats and 

marines, and landed with the latter. The 
euemy had here collected in great force, and 
made more resistance than usual, but the ardor 
and determination of the rear-admiTal's gallant 
little band, carried all before it ; and, after 

forcing the enemy to give way, the marines fol

lowed him 10 miles up the country, captured a. 

field-piece, and but·nt several houses, which had 
been converted into depots for militia-arms, 
&c. Learning, afterwards, that general Hua
getford had rallied his men at Kinsale, the rear
admiral proceeded thither ; and, though the· 
e·nemy's position was extremely strong, be had 

only time to give the British an ineffectual volley 
before the latter gained the height,. when be 

again retired with precipitation; and did not 

re-appear. The stores found at ~insale were 
then shipped without molestation; and, hay .. 

ing burnt the store-houses and other places, 

n·itl1 two old schooners., and destroyed two bat
terie~, the rear-admiral re-embarked, bringing 

away five prize-schooners, a large quantity of 
tobacc~,-6our, &c. a field-piece, and a few pri-. 
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souers. The American general Taylor wa. 

wounded and unhorsed, and escaped only 
through the thickness of the wood and bushes, 

into which he ran. The British t.ad three men 

killed, and as many wounded. Thus- 500 Bri
tish marines penetrated 10 mi]es into the enemy's 
country, and skirmished, on their way back , 
surrounded by woods, in the face of the whole 
collected militia of Virginia, under genet·als 

Hungerford and Taylor; and yet, after thi~ 

long march, carried the heights of Kinsale in 

the most gallant manner. 
Coan river, a few miles below Yocomoco, 

being the only inlet on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac, that the rear-admiral had not visited , 

he proceeded on the 7th to attack it, with the 

boats <ill <I tuarines. After a tolerably quick fire 
on the boats, the enemy went off precipitately, 
with the guns : the battery was destroyed, and 
the river ascended, in which three schooners 

were captured, and some tobacco brought off. 

On the 12th, the rear-admiral proceeded up 
St. Mary's creek, and landed in various parts of 

the country about that extensive inlet; but 

without seeing a single armed person, though 
1nilitia had formerly been stationed at St. Marfs 
factory for its defence; the inhabitants of the 

state appearing to consider it wiser to submit, 

than to attempt opposition. On the 15th of 
Au g·ust, the ·rea_r-admiral again landed witbiu 
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St. Mary's creek ; but found, in the different 
parts of the country, the same quiet and sub
missive conduct on the part of the inhabitants, 
as in . the places visited on the 12th. The ac
count of the preceding operations on the coasts 
of the Chesapeake, with a battalion of marinei, 
a detachment of marine-artillery and of seamen, 
in all, under 700 men, is extracted exclusively, 
from rear-admiral Cockburn's official report of 
his proceedings: the truth of which is tacitly 
admitted by the silence of the American his
torians on the subject; although the British 
accounts had long previously come to their 
hands. 

"'.bile the British men-of-war were lying in 
the rivers of the Chesapeake, the negroes from 
the neigh houring plantations were continually 
flocking to the banks ; entreating, by the most 
piteous signs, to be rescued from a life of slavery. 
Could such appeals be made in vain ?--They 
were taken off, by hundreds; and obtained from 
an enemy that liberty, which their own free 
country denied to them. It was in \'ain that 
the American government, by asserting, through 
the medium of the pa·ints " known to be friendly 
to the war," that the British, aftet· receidng the 
negroes, "shipped the wretches to the West 
Indies, where they were sold as slaves, tor the 
benefit of British officers/' • attempted to check 

• History of the War. p. 183. 
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the flow of slave .. emigration. This plan failing, 
the editor of the " Norfolk Herald" was in
structed or induced to say:-" To take cattle 
or other stock, would be consistent with the 
usage of civilized warfare; but to take negroes, 
who are hum-an beings; to tear them for ever 
from their kiudred and connexions, is what we 
should never expect ft·om a Christian nation, 
especially one that has done so much to abolish 
the slave-.trade. There are negroes in Virginia, 
and, we believe, in all the southern states, who 
have their interests and affections as strongly 
engrafted in their hearts, as the whites, and who 
feel the sacred ties of filial, parental, and con
jugal affection, equally strong, and who are 
warmly attached to their owners, and the scenes 
of their nativity. To those, no inducement 
which the enemy could offer, ·would be sufficient 
to tempt them away. To drag them away, then, 
by force, would be the greatest cruelty. Yet, it 
is reserved for England, who boats of her reli
gion and love of humanity, to practice this 
piece of cruelty, so repugnant to the dictates of 
Christianity and civilization."* 

'Yhether this article was penned at 'Vashing
ton, or on board of one of tl e Bl'itish ships in 
the bay, it is the happiest piece of satire, that 
has appeared in an American newspaper. It 
commences ""·ith an unqualified admi:ssion, t tat, 

*History of the War, p. 185. 



270 MILITARY OCCIJI\RENCES BETWEEN 

'" to take cattle or other stock'~ is '' comi$tent 
with the usage of civilized warfare;" whereas, in 
all the American hi8tories, not excepting that evM 
from which the extract is made, the British are 
accused of" plundering large quantities of cat~le." 
As, however, the British commanders, wh~~ver 
the owners .eould be found, in~ariabl¥ paid for 
what they did take, the admission is of little 
use. But are not those '' human beings, who 
have their interests and affections as strongly 
engrafted in their hearts as the whites," part, 
a nd a valuable part too, of the " stock" of an 
American planter?-The reader has only to take 
up a Chadestown, a Washington, a Richmond, 
or even a " Norfolk" newspaper, and a whole 
sKle of ad\rertisements, will presently assure him 
of the degrading fact. Let it not be concealed 
either, that the treatment of the slaves in, and 
who form sa great a portion of the soutb~rn 
population of, the United States, is ten- times 
more honid and disgusting than any thing that 
occurs among a similar class of" human beings" 
in th~ British \rest In dies. In addition to the 
accounts published in the American newspapers, 
and the description given, and marks shown by, 
the refugee~slaves themselves, it is only neces
sary, in order to substantiate the fact, to refer 
to the code of laws by which the American, in 
companson with that by which the British, 
negroes are go\'erned. \f e free.Jy admit that, 
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" to drag away, by force," those slaves who 
(if any such are to be found in the United States) 

are "warmly attached to theil' owners and to the 
place of their nativity,>' would be " the greatest 
cruelty." But who has done so? The British 
in the Chesapeake, as the Americans themse] ves 
inform us, were frequently straitened for pro

visions; how ridiculous, then, is the charge, that 
the c~ptains of ships, by way of encreasing the 

consumption on board, and without any corres
ponding benefit, should send parties on shore, 

first to catch,-in which they must have been 

tolerably active,-and then to '' drag away," 
the slaves of the AQlerican planters. If, for 

receiYing on board such as Yoluntarily offered 

themseh-es, the British officers required any other 

~auction than " the dictates of Christianity and 
civilization," they might find it in the following 
resolution, submitted to the consideration of the 
house of representatives of the United States, by 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont:-'' Resolved, that the 
committee on public lands be instructed tG 

enquire into the expediency of giving to each 

deserter from the British army, during the pre

sent war, lOO acres of the public lands, such 
deserter actually settling the ~tame.'' • We have 

here a fine specimen of the " national honor" of 
the United States, about which so much has beeu 
tsaid and written ! 

* National Intelligencer) ~ept. 28th, 1814. 
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CHAPTER XIX"' 

Early intimation of the attack upon Washington

Dejemive prepa1·ations in consequence-Arrival 

at Bermuda of troops from France-Departure 
of general Ross in the Tonnant for the Cltesa
peake-Reconnoissance on shore by the latter and 

1·ear-admiral Cockburn-Meditated attack upon 

Washin~ton-Arrival of the troops from Ber

muda-Dijferent routes to JVashingtmz-Captain 

Gordon's affair in tlte Potomac-Disemba1·ca

tion of the troops at Benedict in tit~ Patu:rent
Pursuit, b!f tl1e combined forces, of commodore 

Barney's flotilla-Its destruction-March of the 

British troops-Their arrival at Upper lrlarl
borough-Rear-admiral CockbU'rn's junction 

wit/,, them- Advance of the British towards 
1fT asltingto.,..._Correct American account of tlteir 

number-Retreat of the American armg bg Bla

densburg to Washington- Further advance of 
the Britislt-Ame1·ican account of generat Win
der's force-Re-advance to Bladensburg-Ap

pearance on the field tif the president of the 
United States-.;lmerican account uj the battle 

cf Bladensburg- Flight of the Americans
.;."'Vlutual loss-Behaviour of .il11'. illadiso-n-Hi,-. 

narro':,D escape from capture-American plans ,g· 
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their towns and cities; of }{ew York in particular 

-Brief description of TVasltington~Advance of 

part of the British force front Bladensburg

-Its encampment near TVashington-Reconnois

sance of geneml Ross and other C?fficers-Fire 

opened upon them-Advance of tlze tight com-

panies- Destruction of the capitol and tu·o lwuses 

u;lzence the fire proceeded-Explosion at the navy

yard-ArrivaL at the encampmeut of 1·enwinder 

of British forces-Entry into Washington of 

200 British-Destruction of the prl'sident' s house; 

also of the treasury and war ojjices-A ncedote of 

a British centinel-Amount C?f American force 

in the ?Jicinity-Accident at Greenleaf's-point

Destruction of the secretary's of state's C!f!ice, 1·ope

u;al/.:s, ordnance, bridge, navy-yard, 9·c. -
Amount of public property destroyed-Acknou·

ledged 'respect paid to private property-Depar

ture of the British from JVashington-Their 

unmolested arrival, and disembarkation, at Bene

dict- A merican accounts- Erroneous impression 

respecting 'rear-admiral Cockbm·n's conduct at 

Waslzington - Sir Alexander Coclzrane's letter to 

Mr. Mum·o, and its reply-Mr. frladison's pro

clamation- British accounts- Annual Regist~r 

- Parliamentary speech. 

SOME hints thrown out by the British com

missioners at the conference at Ghent, coupled 

with the rumoured destination of British troops 
VOL. IJ, T 
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shipping in the porb of France, induced the / 
American commissioners to intimate to their 
government, that an attack upon the federal 
city would probably be made in the course of 
the summer of 1814. This notice reached Mr. 
Madison on the 26th of June; and, on the 1st of 
July, he submitted to his council a plan fo~ im
mediately caUing 2 or 3000 men into the field, 
and holding 10 or 12000 militia and volunteer5, 
of the neighbouring states, in readiness to rein
force that corps. On the next day, he created 
into a military district, the whole state of Mary
land, the district of Columbia, and that part of 
Virginia north of the Rappahannock river, em
bracing an exposed coast of nearly 1000 miles ; 
vu] nerable at every point, and intersected by 
many large rivers, and by Chesapeake bay. On 
the 4th of July, as a further defensive prepara
tion, the president made a requisition to the 
several states of the union, for 93500 militia, as 
authorized by law; designating their respective 
quota, and requesting the executive magistrates 
of each state, to detach and hold them in readi
ness for immediate service. Of these 93500 
militia, 15000 were to be drawn from the tenth 
military district, or that surrounding the metro
polis; for whose defence they were intended. 

On the 2d of June sailed fi'Om Verdun roads, 
the Royal Oak, rear-admiral 1\Ialcolm, accom
panied by three frig_ates, three sloops, two bomb-
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' 'essels, five ships armees en jllite, and three 
transports, having on board the 4th, 21st, 44th, 
and 85th, regiments, with a proportion of royal 
artillery) and sappers and miners, under the 
command of major-general Ross. On the 24th 
of July the squadron arrived at Bermuda, and 
there joined ' 'ice-admiral Cochrane, in the 
Tonnant. On the 2d of August, vice-admiral 
Cochrane, having received on board the Tonnant 
major-general Ross and his staff, sailed) in com
pgny with the Euryalus, for Cbesapeake bay ; 
and, on the 14th of August, arrived, and joined 
the Albion, vice-admiral Cockburn,offthe month 
of the Potomac. On the next day, major
general Ross, accompanied by rear-admiral 
Cockburn, went on shore to reconnoitre. The 
rear-admiral's knowledge of the country, as well 
as the excellent plan he adopted to prevent sur
prise, enabled the two officers to penetrate 
further, than would otherwise have been pru
dent. The thick woods that skirt, and the 
numerous ravines that intersect, the different 
roads around Washington, offer important advan
tages to an ambushing enemy. Rear-admiral 
Cockburn, therefo1·e, in his frequent walks 
through the country, invariably moved forward 
between two parties of marines, occupying, in 
open order, the \Voods by the road-side. Each 
marine carried a bugle, to be used as a signa) , 
in case of casual separation, or the appearance 

'I; 2 
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of an enemy. It was during the excursion with 

genea·al Ross, that rear-admiral Cockburn sug

gested the facility of an attack upon the city of 

'Vashington ; and general Ross determined, ali 
soon as the troops should arrive from Bermuda7 

to make the attempt. 

, On the 17th of August, rear-admiral Malco1m,. 

with the troops, arrived, and joined vice-admiral 
Cochrane, off the mouth of the Potomac ; and 

the whole proceeded to the Patuxent, about 20 

miles fm·ther up the bay. In the meantime, 

captain Gordon, with some vessels of the squad
ron, had been detached up the Potomac, to 

bombard Fort- 'rarburton, situate on the left 
bank of that river, about 14 miles below the 

federal city; and captain Parker, with the Mene

laus frigate, up the Chesapeake, above Baltimorct 

to create a diversion in that quarter. The 

successful proceedings of captain Gordon, in 

the destruction of the fort; and,-a measure 

entirely his own,-the capture of the populous_ 

town of Alexandria, will be found fully 
detailed in our na,·al volume.* The direct 

route to \rasl•ington, from the mouth of the 
Potomac, was up that river, abQut 50 miles, to 

Fort-Tobacco; thence, over land, by the ,,illage 

of Piscataway, 32 miles, to the l~wer bridge ac.-oss 
the eastern branch of the Potomac; but, as no 

doubt could be entertained that this bridge, 
• Jamei's Nav. Occur. p. 381-6. 
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which ·was ba]f a mile long, and had a draw at 
the west-end, would be defended, as well by a 
body of troops, as by a heavy sloop of war and 
a armed schooner known to be in the river, 

the route up the Patuxent, and by Bladensburg, 
where the eastern branch, in case of the bridge 
at that spot b€ing destroyed, could be easily 
forded, was preferred. 

Commodore Barney's gun-boats were still lying 
in the Patuxent, up which they had been driven.• 
An immediate attempt against this '' much
yaunted flotilla" offered two advantages; one, 
in its capture or destruction, the other, as a pre
text for ascending the Patuxent, with the troops, 
·destined for the attack of the city. Part of the 
ships, having advanced as high up the river as 
the depth of water would allow, disembarked the 
troops, on the 19th and 20th of August, at Bene
diet, t a small town, about 50 miles south-east 
of Washington. On the evening of the 20th, 
rear-admiral Cockburn, taking with him the 
armed boats and tenders of the fleet, proceeded 
up the river, to attack commodore Barney's 
flotilla; and to supply with provisions, and, if 
necessary, afford protection to, the army, as it 
ascended the right bank. For the full details of 
the successful enterprise against the American 
flotilla, we must refer to our naval volume.+ In 

* See252 p. t See Pla'te V. 

:t James's Nav. Occur. p. 375. 
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justice to commodore Barney, we shall here 
introduce general Wilkinson's statement upon 
the subject. " Cockburn," says the general, 
" with his barges, pursued Barney's flotilla, 
which had, by .order of president Madison, been 
unfortunately abandoned, and was, without re
sistance, blown up; when it will be apparent to 
every competent judge, that, from the narrowness 
of the channel, the commodore could have 
defended himself, and repulsed any floating force 
the enemy could have brought against him ; and 
his flanks were well secured, by the extent of the 
marches on both sides of the river." • 

Mr. Thomson has found out, that general 
Ross, while on his march, avoided an engage
mentwithan inferior number of American trool's . 
Having previously stated the British force at 
" about 6000 regulars, seamen, and marines," 
b~ing 1000 more than l\'lr. O'Connor, and 2000 
more than doctor Smith makes them, 1\Ir. Thom
~on says:-" The enemy approached the wood
yard, a position 12 miles only from the city, and 
at which general \Vinder's forces were drawn up. 
The£e consisted of about 5000 men, and offered 
battle to the British troops. But general Ross, 
upon reaching the neighbourhood of Notting
ham, turned to his right, and took the road to 
Marlborough, upon which general Winder feJl 
back to Battalion Old Fields, about eight miles 

• Wilk.inson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 766. 
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from the city .'' • To make it appear, also, that 
the British were actua1ly pursued, he, in the very 
next paragraph, declares, that " several pri
soners" were taken. As general Ross, after 
stating the landing of the army, says merely:
,,On the 21st it reached 1\"ottingham," we should 
have only the improbability of the thing to 
oppose to l\1 r. Thomson's gasconade, had not 
general \Yilkinson touched upon the subject. 
'' On the morning of the 22d," says the general , 
" the cavalry of Lava] and Tilghman, say 200 

men, with the regular troops, under lieutenant
colonel Scott, about 400 strong, were ordered 
to advance towards Nottingham, and reached 
Oden's house, where they were soon followed by 
major Peter, with six 6-pounders, flying artil
lery, and a detachment of about 250 select men. 
General Ross marched from Nottingham, the 
same morning, by the chapel road leading to 
Marlborough ; and, on discovering the Ameri
can troops, made a detachment to his left to 
meet them, which advanced to the foot of the 
hill near Oden's house, when the American 
troops fell back, and the enemy resumed their 
march." t 

On the afternoon of the 22d, general Ro,c;s, 
with the troops, arrived, and encamped, at the 
town of Upper Marlborough, situate about four 

* Sketches of the War, p. 334. 
t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 7~5. 
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miles up the western branch of the Patuxent. 

The men~ therefore, after having been nearly 

three months on board ship, had, in less than 

three days, marched 40 miles ; and that in the 

month of August, when the sultriness of the cli

mate could scarcely be tolerated. ,,.e may form 

some idea of the military obstacles that rnigltt 

have prPsented themselves during the march, by 

the observations of general 'Vilkinson. '' Not a 

single bridge," says he," was broken, not a cause

way destroyed, not an inundation attempted, 

not a tree fallen, not a rood of the road ob

structed, nor a gun fired at the enemy, in a 

march of near 40 miles, from Benedict to UJ'per 

IV1arlbororigh, by a route on which there are 10 

or a dozen difficult defiles; which, with a few 

hour's labour, six pieces of light artillery, 300 

infantry, 200 riflemen, and 60 dragoons, might 

have been defended against any force that could 

approach them: such is the narrowness of the 

road, the profundity of the ra,·ines, the steep

ness of the acclivities, and the sharpness of the 

ridges."* \\t"hile genfral Ross and his men were 

resting themselves at Upper l\farlboroogh, gene

ye] \\t-inder and his army, now joined ·by com

modore .Barney and the men of his flotilla, were 

lying at their encampment at the long ·old 

Fields, only eig·ht miles distant. \l ith the full 

knowledge uf wh~t a fatiguing ~arch the British 

• Wilkinsou's Mem. Vol. I. p. 759. 
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ltad made, the hero of La Colle mill declares, 

that general Ross, with his "4 or 5000 veteran 

troops, ought to have marched upon and routed" 

general Winder.* The latter, however, ''rashly 
kept his position during the night;" and, on 

the next morning, the American troops were 
re,,iewed by Mr. lVIadison, " their commander

in-chief, whose martial appearance gladdened 
every countenance and encouraged every heart.''* 
Soon after the review, a detachment from the 

American army ad ·anced along the road to 

rpper Marlborough; and, after exchanging a 

fen· shots with the British skirmishers, fell back 

to the main body. 
On the morning of the 23d, rear-admiral Cock

burn, haYing left at Pig-point, directly opposite 
to the western branch, t the marines of the ships, 

under captain Robyns, and two divisions of the 
boats, crossed over, with the third division, to 

.Mount Calvert; and proceeded, by land, to the 

Briti~h encampment at Upper Marlborough. 

The little opposition experienced by the army 

in its march from Benedict, and the complete 

success that had attended the expedition against 

commodore Barney's flotilla, determined major

general Ross to make an immediate attempt 

upon the city of Washington, distant from 
Vpper Marlborough not more than 16 miles. 

At the desire of the major-general, the marine 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. l. p. 756. t See Plate, V. 
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and naval forces at Pig-point were moved over 
to Mount Cal vert; and the ship-marines, marine· 
artillery, and a proportion of seamen, joined th~ 
army at Upper Marlborough. It is now time 
to give the numbers of the British, so fearlessly 
approaching the metropolis of the United States. 
Fortunately, the only American account which 
pretends to any accuracy upon that point, 
supplies us with the necessary information. 

"Those," says Dr. Smith," who had the best 
opportunities of counting them, (the British,) 
«:alculated that their \\hole number was about 
4000; and this calculation is "arranted by the 
incidents in the field."'* He then states, that 
the British army, under major-general Ross, was 
distributed into three brigades; the first bri
gade, commanded by colonel Brooke, of the 
44th, and composed of the 4th and 44th regi
ments; the second brigade, commanded by 
colonel Patterson, of the 21st regiment, and 
composed of that regiment, the second battalion 
of marines, and the ship-marines under captain 
Robyns; the third brigade, commanded by 
colonel Thorn ton, of the 85th light infantry, 
and composed of that regiment, the light com
panies of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, one 
company of marine skirmishers, a detachment 
of colonial marines, also of royal artillery, with 
-two 3-pounders and a howitzer, and a party of 

* History of the United States, Vol. lll. p. 298. 
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seamen and engineers, with rockets.* Leaving 
captain Robyns, with the marines of the ships, 
in possession of Upper Marlborough, major
general Ross and rear-admiral Cockburn, with 
the troops, marines, and seamen, whose number, 
notwithstanding the absence of captain Robyns 
and his party, we will still state at 4000, moved 
fonvard, on the evening of the 23d; and, before 
dark, arrived, and bivouacked for the night, at 
a spot f1Ye miles nearer to \Yashington.t 

As if by concert, the American army retired 
from the long Old Fields, about the same time 
that the British army adYanced from rpper 
1\larlborough ; the patro]es of the latter actu
all_y occupying, before midnight, the g-round 
which the formet· bad abandoned. The Ameri
can army did not stop till it reached \\'ashing
ton ; where it encamped, for the night, near the 
navy-yard."+ On the same evening, upwards of 
2000 troops arrived at Bladensburg from Bal
timore. At day-light on the morning of the 
24th, general Ross put his troops in motion for 
Bladensburg, 12 miles from his camp; and, 
having halted by the way, arrived at the heights 
facing the village about half-past 11 o'cJock. § 
While the British troops are resting themselves, 
and preparing for the attack, we will endeavour 

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 298. 

t Sec Plate V. t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 767. 
; Sect Plate VI. d d. 
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to place before the reader, the force which they 
had to overcome, before they could enter the 
1netropolis of the United States. 

" The army under general " rinder," says 
doctor Smith, " consisted of:-

" United States' dragoons 
Maryland ditto 

District of Columbia ditto 

Virginia ditto 

Regular infantry 

Seamen and marines 

Stansbury's brigade of militia 
Sterrett's regiment, ditto 
Baltimore artillery, ditto 
Pinkney'i battalion, ditto 

Smith's brigade, ditto 
Cramer's battalion, ditto 
Wariog's detachment, ditto 
Maynard's ditto ditto 

BeaU's and Hood's regiment of ditto 

Volunteer corps 

• 

140 

240 
50 

100 

500 
530 

600 
--1100 
1353 

500 

150 

150 
--2153 
1070 

240 
150 

150 
--1610 

800 
350 

-1150 

Total at Bladensburg 6543 

At hand, 

Young's brigade of militia 

Minor's Vir!inia corps --

Grand Total 

450 . 

600 
-1050 

• Hist. of the U. S. Vol. Ill. p. 297. 
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Accot·ding to general Armstrong's letter to 
the editot· of the "Baltimore Patriot," of Sep
tember 3, general " ' indet· had, under his com
mawl, exclusive of the 15000 militia he was 
directed to call out, as many regular troops 
and seamen, as would make his total force, 
when assembled, " 16300 men." " General 
\Yinder," proceeds doctor Smith, '' after the 
battle, reported his forces at about 5000 

men;* nearly 2600 less than appears from 
the preceding detail. '' t Nor has the general 
given any account of his artillery ; although we 
find that '' the American army had, on the field, 
not fewer than 23 _pieces, varying from 6 to 
18 -pounders." t This army was drawn up, in 
two lines, upon very commanding heights, on 
the north of the turnpike-road leading from 
Bladensburg to \Yashington ; and, as an addi
tional incitement to glory on the part of the 
American troops, their pre~ident was on the 
field. " Every eye," says general Wilkinson, 
"was immediately turned upon the chief; every 
bosom throbbed with confidence; and every 
nerve was strung witlJ Yalor. No doubts 
remained with the troops that, in their chief 
magistrate they beheld their commander-in
chief, who, like another l\1 aurice, having, by his 
irresolution in council, exposed the country to 
the chances and accidents of a general eno·ao·e-o t:l 

* App. No, 66. + Hist.ofthe U. S. Vol. IlL p. 297. 
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ment, had now come forward to repair the 
error, by his ·activity in the field; determined to 
throw himself into the ~p of danger, and not 
to survive the honor of his country, especia11y 
entrusted to his guardianship."• 

The affair,-for it hardly deserves the name 
of battle,-of BJadensburg, may be given in the 
words of general Wilkinson; assisted by a refer
ence to his own diagram. t '' The enemy," says 
the general, '' made the attack with their light 
brigade; the right wing, led by colonel Brooke, 
of the 44th regiment, and the left by colonel 
Thorn ton, of the 85th. They crossed the bridge 
in disorder, and the skirmishers advanced in 
loose order, and forced the battery and riflemen 
in h, i. The right wing formed in u, u, and 
followed the skirmishers through the corn-field, 
p, p, and the orchard, q, q, and over the field, 
forward of the tobacco-house, k. Captain 
Doughty," (with a corps of riflemen,) " formed 
in l, gave a few fires, and retired with the rest 
of the troops ; and the enemy pursued to the 
fence 14, 14; while our troops genera11y re
treated,'' proceeds the general, "by R, n, R." 

Before we proceed to detail the operations of 
colonel Thornton's ·wing, a little explanation, 
as to numbers, may be necessary. The Ameri
can force, thus routed by about 750 rank and 
file of the 4th and 44th regiments, including a 

• ~ilkinson'5 Mem. Vol. I. p. 781. t See Plate VI. 
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rocket-party, consisted of, regular and militia 
dragoons, 530; major Pinkney's battalion of 
militia-riflemen, 150; Doughty's riflemen, nu m· 
ber not stated; Stansbu•·y's militia-brigade, 
1353; Sterret's militia-regiment, 500; Balti
more arti1Jery, ·with six pieces,• 1.50; major 
Peters, with six pieces of artillery, and lieutenant
colonel Scott, with the 36th lTnited States' 
regiment, together, 500 ;t Burch's artillery, 
with four pieces,t number of men not given; 
Smith's militia brigade, 1070: total 4000 men, 
and 16 pieces of artillery. It is fortunate that 
we have American testimony for the extraor
dinary account here given. 

Requesting the reader again to turn to the 
diagram, we will, with general " "ilkinson's 
assistance, narrate the proceedings of the re
mainder of the British and American forces . 
" Colonel Thornton," says he, " with the left 
wing, pushed up the turnpike-road, and was 
about to attack the 5th regiment, in flank, when 
it gave way. There were a great many com
manders this day, and, among them, not the 
least discerning, colonel Wadsworth ; who, to 
avoid interference with others, and render what 
service he could, had prepared, and, with a few 
hands, brought forward, two field-pieces to t, t , 
on the turnpike, with intention to open and 

* See Plate VI. h. 

+. Ibid. 0. 
t Ibid. 9 and 10. 
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maintain a retreating fire upon the column oi 
the enemy as it advanced; which, while his 
flanks were secure, would undoubtedly have 
retarded, galled, and cut them sensibly; but, 
after the first shot, which will be found in the 
under-work of the bridge, his men introduced 
the wrong end of the cartridge, and, instead of 
drawing it to get it out, depressed the muzzle of 
the piece until the tt·ail and wheels overturned, 
and, by this time, the enemy was so near as to 
oblige them to Aee for safety. Seeing the troops 
on his 1·ight give way, colonel Thornton advanced, 
crossed the conduit, and ascended the opposite 
side of the ravine; but was so warmly received 
by commodore Barney's battery of three 
18 pounders at 4, * that, after some pause and 
fluctuation, he tu1·ned to his left, and displayed 
in a field in 2, 2, where he, for a few rounds, 
combated a valorous little band of the marine 
corps, commanded by captain Miller, with 
three 12-pounders, in 3, and the flotilla-men of 
commodore Barnev, in 5, 5; which forced him 
to incline to his left, and endea,·our to tum the 
American right, by a wood, in 2, 2, 2, 2, where 
he was met by colonel Beall, who was formed 
under the summit of a conical hi.ll, in 6, o.'' 
General \Yilkinson then introduces a Jong letter 
from colonel BeaU; from which we gather, tl1at, 
after firing a few rounds, the latter and his 

-~ ~ee Plate VI. 
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regiment, took to their heels. After a resistance, 
which, compared to the beha,·iour of the Ame-
1·ican troops in general, may be termed gallant, 
the flotilla-men and marines retreated; lea\·ing 
upon the fielrl, their commanders, commodore 
Barney and captain .Miller, se,·erely wounded; 
and who, along with their guns, fell into the 
hands of the British. \Yithout considering that 
the American right was reinforced by its re
treating left, or the British left by its advancing 
right, '\-Ve may state the relative numbers, at this 
end of the field, as 750 British and 2500 Ame
ricans. Ten pieces of cannon were taken ; but 
not above 120 prisoners;* "owing," says rear
admiral Cockbu;n, " to the S\Yiftness with 
which the enemy went off, and the fatigue our 
army had previously undergone.'' t '1 he re
treating American troops proceeded, with all 
haste, towards " -ashington; and the British 
troops, including the rear-division, which had, 
just at the close of the short scuffle, arrived upon 
the ground, halted, to take some refreshment. 

Had it not been for the American artillery, 
the loss of the British would have been very 
trifling. \Ve find 24 pieces marked upon gene
ral ,,.ilkinson's diagTam.t Those at !t com
pletely enfiladed the bridge, and were very 
destructive to the advancing culumn. Under 

* A pp. No. 66. + A pp. No. 6'l . 

t See Plate VI. h, o, 10, 4, 3, t t . 

VOL. 11. tJ 
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these circumstances, the British loss amounted 

to, one captain, two lieutenants, five serjeants, 

and 56 t·ank and file, killed ; two lieutenant

colonels, one major, one captain, 14 lieutenants, 

two ensigns, 10 serjeants, and 155 rank and 

file, wounded; total, 64 killed, 185 wou~ded: 

grand total, 249. Of the American loss we 

ltave no very accurate account. Mr. Thomson, 

in the single instance of the Bladensb.urg battle, 

does not say a word on the subject. Doctor 

Smith says :-" General Winder supposed that 

the loss of his army was from 30 to 40 killed, 

and from 50 to 60 wounded... It is believed, 

howeYer, that this is a 1at·ge computation; for 

doctor Cadet, the attending surgeon, stated the 

kiJied at 10 or 12; and the wounded, some of 

whom died, at 30." t As the British two 

3-pounders and howitzea·, being stationed near 

to e, in Bladensburg ,,illage, were of little 

ser\'ice ; and, as the Americans did not stay to 

receive many rounds of musketry, nor one thrust 

of 1he bayonet, their trifling loss is by no means 

e,xtraordinary. 'lithout wishing to exult over 

a fallen foe, we may express our surprise, that 

the classical ground,t in the "neighbourhood of 

which " the meritorious conquerors of Tecum

seh," § among other American troops, were 

drawn up, should have failed to inspire them 

*App. No. 66. + Hist. of the U. States, Vol. Ill. p. 298. 

t Thermopylre, Tiber, &c. 

§ ". ilkins on~& M cm. Yol. I. p. 770; and our Vol. I. p. 294. 
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with a portion of that ' ' Roman ," or, in reference 

to " American," '' second dC'gree va1or," spoken 

of by an American congress- man.'* 
'rhat became of l\lr. l\Jadison? is a question 

the reader is, no douLt, anxious to have solved. 

"-e shall here quote, and let it be und-e rstood 

that we are quoting, the words of an American 

writer:-'' l\ot all the allurements of fame, not 

all the obligations of uty, nor the wlemn invo

cations of honor, could excite a spark of courage: 

the love of a life which had become useless to 

mankind , and sened but to embarrass the public 

councils, and prejudice the public cause, stifled 

the voice of patriotism, and prevailed over the 

love of glory; and, at the very first shot, the 

trembling coward, with a faltering voice, ex

claimed:-' Come, general A rmstrong; comP, 

colonel i\1 unro ; let us go, and lea \ e it to the 

commanding general.' "t Accordin g to the 

testimony of Mr. 'Villiam Simrnons, one of the 

witnesses examined by the American committee 

of investigation, assembled in consequence of 

the capture of Washington, the American pre

sident, the attorney-general, and secretaries of 

war and state, were indebted to his informa

tion, for not having fallen into the hands of 

major-general Ross, rear-admiral Cockburn, 

colonel Thorn ton, and a number of staff-officer~', 

\Y ho, in thei1· undress coats, had entered Bla. 

· * See p. 25. t Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 7R3. 

u 2 
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densburg, by a circuitous route, unobserved by 

any but Mr. Simmons. A delay of five minutes 

would, it appears, have placed the commander

in-chief of the armies of the United States, and 

the whole executive corps, in the hands of the 

British. 

Europeans, often to their cost, read accounts 

bf the fine rich land to be met with, in almos~ 

all parts of the United States. It is a matter of 

~qual policy, to show the existence of markets 

capable of carrying off the abundant produce of 

so fruitful a soil : therefore, most plans of towns 

or cities sent to Europe from the United States, 

have their sites ready covered with all the 

streets, which even a century may not see built. 

We have now before us a large folding map of 

the city of New York, with all its squares 

filled up in black, resembling a map of 

London, rather than of Liverpool, which it 

scarcely reaches in population. It will not, 

then, surprise the reader, that the city of 

'Vashington, or, as the bard of Lalla Rookh once 

sang,-

" This famed metropolis, where Fancy sees 

Squares in morasses, obelisks in trees; 

Which travelling fools and gazetteers adorn, 

With shrines uoboilt, and heroes yet unborn;" 

covering, as it does, about eight square miles of 

ground, should contain no more than 400 housei ; 
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]ess, than is to be found in a single street 
of London.• 

As soon as the troops were refreshed, general 
Ross and rear-admiral Cockburn, " with 1000 

men," t liJO\'ed forward from Bladensbm·g; and, 
at about eight o'clock in the evening, arrived 
at an open piece of ground, two miles t from the 
federal city. The troops were here drawn up, 
while major-general Ross, rear-admiral Cock
burn, and several other officers, accompanied by a 
s~all guard, rode forward to reconnoitre. On 
arri fing opposite to some houses, the party halted; 
and, just as the officers had closed each oth~r, in 
order to consult whether or not it would be 
prudent to enter the heart of the city that night, 
a volley was tired from the windows of one of two 
adjoining hou~es, and from the capitol ; § which 
volley killed one soldier, and general Ross's 
horse from under him, and wounded three 
soldiers. \1 Rear-admiral Cockburn instantly 
rode back to the detachment, stationed in 
advance; and soon returned with the light 
companies. The house was then surrounded ; 
and, after so~e prisoners had been taken from 
it, 1\ set on fire; the adjoining house fell with it. 
The capitol, which was contiguous to these 

*Strand. t History of the United States, Vol.III. p. 294. 

:t Wilkinson's Memoirs , Vol. I. p. 791. ~ App. No. ~':!. 
11 Poulson's Philadelphia paper, of August 2~, 1814. 
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houses, and which was'' capable of being made 
an impreguable citadel against an enemy, with 
little artilJer , and that of the lighter class," • 
was also set on fire. The " capitol containing 
the senate-chamber, representative-hall, supreme 
court-room, congressional library, and legisla· 
tive archives;" t these rooms, '~or public build .. 
ings," as many of our London journalists have 
called them, could not otherwise than share 
the fate of the buildiug of which they formed 
part, 

Scarcely had the flames burst out from the 
capitol and the two contiguous houses, than an 
awful explosion announced, that the Americans 
wet·e employed upon the ~ame bu~iness in the 
lower part of the city. By this time the re
}nainder of the British forces from Bladensburg. 
had arrived at the encampment. At about half .. 
past 10, after a party had been sent to destroy 
the fort and public works at Greenleaf's point, 
major-general Ross, and rear-admiral CockburnJ 
each at the head of a small detachment of men, 
numbering, tog·ether, not more than 200, + pro .. 
ceeded down the hill towards the president's 
palace. Finding it utterly abandoned, and 
hearing, probabiJ, that a guard of soldiers, with 
~' two pieces of cannon, ·well-mounted on travel ... 

• History of the Uniteu States, Vol. IlL p. 296. t Ibid. 294, 
t Wilkjnson's Mcm, Yol, I. P· 7~l, 
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lino- carriages·"'* had been stationed at, and but 
0 '- ' 

recently fled from, this the American " com-
Jnander-in-chief's" head-quarters, the British 
caused it to be set on fire. A log-hut, under 
similar circumstances, would have shared the 
same fate, and the justice of the measure not 
been disputed. "\\-hy, then, in a country where 
" equality of rights" is daily preached up, 
should the palace be held more sacred than the 
cottage? The loss of the one falls, where it 
ought, upon the nation at large; the loss of the 
other,-a lamentable case, at all times,-solely 
upon the individual p1·oprietor. Had generals 
Armstrong and l\1'Ciure consulted this principle, 
the Yillage of Newark would have remained 
undestroyed; and the feelings of humanity not 
haYe been so outraged as they still are, at the 
bare recital ofthat atrocious proceeding-. 

To the building, containing the treasury and 
war offices, the torches of the conquerors were 
next applied. On arriving opposite to the office 
of the" National lntelligencer," the American 
government-paper,-whose editor, M1·. Gales, a 
British subject, had been giving currency to the 
grossest falsehoods against the British comman
ders in the Chesapeake, and against the British 
character in general,-rear-admiral Cockburn 
nbsened to the inhabitants near him, that he 

• Testimony of Mr. Wm. Simmons, before the America11 
committee of investigation. 
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must destroy it. On being told, however, that the 
adj<,ining buildings would be likely to take fire, 
he desisted, The rear-admiral, then, wishing the 
inhabitants 1 good night', and assuring them 
that private property and persons should be 
respected, departed to his quarters on the capi
tol-hill. Early on the next morning the rear
admiral was seen walking about the city, accom .. 
panied by three soldiers only. Indeed, general 
Wilkinson says :-" A single centinel, who had 
been accidentally left on post near the office of 
the National lqtelligencer, kept undisturbed 
possession of the central part of the metropolis, 
until the next morning; of which there are 
sev~ral living witnesses."* At this time, too, it 
appears, an Ameri~ap "force of more than 4000 

.combatants" WCl.S posted upon the heights of 
Georgetown, • which is j:1. coqtinuation of the 
city to tlle westward , 

During the morning of the 25th, the secretary 
of state's office was burnt, ~nd the types and 
printing materials of the government-paper were 
destro_red. A serious accident had happened to 
the party sent to Greenleaf's-point. Some 
powder, concealed in fl. welJ, accidentally took 
fire, l{illiqg 12, ~nd wounding 30, officers and 
men. Three extensi\'e rope-walks, ~t some dis, 
tance from the city, were, by t4e British, entirely 
consumed; and so "''as an immense quantity qf 

• Wilkipson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 79~. 
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small-arms and heavy ordnance; • as well as the 

great bridge across the Potomac: t a very 

prudent military measure, especially as the Ame-

1'icans had them se Ives destroyed the two bridges 

crossing the eastern branch. t A party, under 

captain ' :rainnrright, of the Tonnant, destroyed 

tl1e few stores and buildings in the navy-yard, 

which had escaped the flames of the preceding 

night. As the British were in haste to be gone, 

and as the ''essels, even could they have been 

floated in safety down the Potomac, were not 

wanted by us, it was very considerate in the 

American government to order the destruction 

of the frigate, of 1600 tons, that was nearly 

ready to be launched, and of the fine sloop 

of war, Argus, ready for sea; and whose 20 

32-pounders would have assisted so powerfully 

in defending the entrance to the city by the 

lower bridge. According to the official estimate of 

' 'the public property destroyed,''t the value has 

been much over-rated. It appears not to have 

exceeded 162£1280 dol1ars, or £365463 sterling. ' 

lVith respect to private property, we have only 

to quote passages from American prints, to show 

how that was treated. One nen:spaper says:

" The British officers pay inviolable respect to 

)Hivate property, ans no peaceaufe citizen is 

molested/'§ A writer from Baltimore, under 

* A pp. No. 65. t See Plate V. ! App. No. 67. 
~ Co!umuian Ccntiocl, Au1:;ust 31st. 
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the date of" August 27th," say~:-'' The enemy, 

I learn, treated the inhabitants of Washington 
well." • But what says Mr. Gales, the mouth
piece of the government, he whose presses had 
been destroyed and whose " types had been so 
shamefully dispersed.''?-" When we remarked,'' 
says he, " in our paper of yesterday, that private 
property had, in general, been scrupulously 
respected by the enemy during his late incur
sion, we spoke what we believed, from a hasty 
survey, and perhaps without sufficient inquiry. 
Greater respect was certainly paid to private 
property than has usually been exhibited by the 
enemy in his marauding parties. No houses 
were half as much plundered by the enemy, as 
by the knavish wretches about the town, who 
profited by the general distress. There were, 
however, several pri,·ate buildings wantonly des
troyed, and some of those persons who remained 
in the city were scandalously maltreated."t \re 
are to consider that this charge contains the 
utmost that has been alleged against the British 
during their 20 hours' occupation of the metro
polis of the United States. The'' several private 
buildings," besides "the dweJJing-house owned 
and occupied by l\lr. Robert Sewall, from be~ 
hind which a gun was fL·ed at general Ross," 
consisted of ''a commodious dwelling, belong-

* Boston paper, September 1st. 

t Na.tionallntelligcncer, August 31st. 
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ing to the estate of general 'Vashington, and 
Carroll's hotel:"* the former suffered, from it 
contiguity to, ot· absolute junction with, the 
Jwuse from which the firing had been directed; 
the latter, not unlikely, from the act of some of 
" the knarish wretches about the town, who 
profited by the general distress." That the 
British officers did all they could to secure the 
inhabitants from injury, both in their persons 
and properties, may be gathered from M 1·. Thom
son's acknowledgment, that,-'' the lJlunder of 
individual property ·was prohibited, and sol. 
diers, transgressing the order, were severely 
punished.'' t 

'Ve shaH dismiss this subject with an American 
statement, which, we trust, will set at rest all 
remaining doubts. " The list of plunder and 
destl·uction, copied from a vile and libellous 
print of that city, into several federal papers, 
is a gross and abominable fabrication, known to 
be such by every inhabitant. Most of the plun
der was committed by rabble of the place, fos. 
tered among the citizens; and from whose vil 
lainy no place is free, in times of peril, and 
relaxation of the law. The British army, it is 
no more than justice to say, preserved a modf
·ration and discipline, with respect to private 

* History of the U niteu States, Vol. Ill. p. 295. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 336. 
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persons and property, unexampled in the annals 
of war." • 

At eight o'clock on the evening of the 25th, 
the British left \\Tashington, by the way of 
Bladensburg. Here such of the wounded as 
could ride, or be transported in carriages, were 
provided with 30 or 40 horses, 12 carts and 
waggons, one coachee, and several gigs. With 
these, preceded by a drove of 60 or 70 cattle, 
the army moved leisurely along. On the even
ing of the 29th it reached Benedict, t 50 miles 
from \Vashington, without a single musket 
having been fired ; + and, on the following day, 
re-embarked in the vessels of the fleet. No com
plaints, that we can discover, have been made 
against the British, during their retreat across 
the country; although, as an American writer 
has been pleased to say, " general Ross scarcely 
kept up his order, sufficiently to identify the body 
of his army."§ The Americans are yery ditfi. 
cult to please. If the British decline fighting 
double the number of Americans, shiness is al
leged against them; if, on the other Land, they 
not only fight, but conquer, as at Bladensburg, 
more than double their number of Americans, 
they are denied aJl credit. In this spirit doctot· 
Smith says:-" The success of general Ross, m 

* Georgetown paper, September 8th. 
t See Plate V. ! App. No. 62. 
§ Hist. of the United States, Vol. Ill. P· 299. 
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this expedition, cannot be ascribed to the display 

of superior military skill. It was not due to his 

force, or the deportment of his troops in the 

field. The resolution to march an army, 50 

miles into the interior of a country thickly 

inhabited, and in the face of another, of superior 

numbers, affords strong proof of his temerity, 

but none of his prudence. He succeeded against 

every rational calculation." •-How could this 

writer touch upon " deportment of troops"?

We rather think, that major-general Ross and 

rear-admiral Cockburn made their " calcula

tion," upon what they conjectured would be the 

" deportment" of the American troops; although 

they certainly did not expect quite so great a 

contrast to "temerity," as they found upon the 

field at Bladensburg. 

All the American writers who have bad occa

~ion to deplore the fate ofWashington-city, have 

levelled their abuse against rear-admiral Cock

burn; " on whom,'' says one of them, " if the 

safety of the citizens' dwellings had alone de

pended, they would ha,·e rested on a slender 

guarantee." t How wiJI this writer; how will 

all the other American writers; how will the 

British public in g·eneral, receive the assertion , 

that rear-admiral Cockburn got blamed by his 

.commanding officer, for not having acted more· 

* Hist. of the UniteJ States; V ol. Ill. p . 2 99. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 39 6. 
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in the spirit of" retaliation~' than he did? This 
brings us to sir Alexander Cochrane's letter,* 
in which that harsh word appears. It was an 
ill-advised letter; serving only to convict us of 

a seeming intention to do what we never did do. 
What " towns and districts" upon the American 
coast, did the British "destroy and lay waste"? 
Was Washington destroyed and laid waste ?
Was Alexandria destroyed and laid waste?-We 
deny that there was any thing done at either of 
those places, unless it was the behaviour of an 
American naval commander at Alexandria, t 
that was at all " contrary to the usages of civi
lized warfare., This letter was just what Mr. 

M unro :l: wanted. It enabled him to declaim, 
at length, about " the established and known 
humanity of the American nation."§ The 
chief of Mr. ~lunro's unsupported assertions 
have already been replied to, in different parts 
of this work: we have, at present, only to do 
with the paragraph in which be tells us, that 
" in the course of ten years past, the capitals 
of the principal powers of the continent of 
Europe have been conquered and occupied, 
alternately, by the victorious armies of each 
other ; and no instance of such wanton and un
justifiable destruction hns been seen ;" and 
refers us to distant ages for a " parallel" to our 

* App. No. 68. t James's Naval Occurrences, p. 383. 

+ Kow president of the United States. ~ App. No. 69. 
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behaviour. We will dismiss Mr. M unro with 
this question,-Did any one of the ''sovereigns'' 
to whom he alludes, fly " in panic terror" * 
from one end of his city, while an enemy en
tered the other? In his search fot· a'' parallel," 
too, where will he find, even if he goes back to 
" distant and barbarous ages," that a sovereign 
behaved, as we have American testimony for 
asserting, that i\'h. Madison, " the commander
in-chief of the armies of the United States,'' 
did behave, at, or rather before, the battle of 
Bladensburg? 

But Mr. Madison himself must issue his" Pro
clamation ;"t dated from" " 'ashington," too, the 
"seat of empire," which he, only six days before, 
had abandoned, to seek '' an asylum among 
the hills, west of the great falls.''* The five 
day's march of our troops, including the battle 
in which he set so bright an example, he calls a 
'' sudden incursion." He then ventures to state 
the American troops at Bladensburg, as " less 
numerous" than their British opponents. This 
is excellent. Admitting that the British were 
in possession of \Vashington '' for a single day 
(and. night) only," were the 4000 American 
troops, dra\vn up in full view of the destruction 
of" the costly monuments of state, ' ' led forth 
by Mr. Madison, or led forth at all, to drive the 
British away? '_' " 1e destroyed," he says, ''the 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I . p. 189. t App. No. 70. 
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public edifices, having no relation in theit 
structure to operations of war, nor used at the 

time for military annoyance." Was it no " mi

litary annoyance," to kill one soldier and wound 

three, and, by mere accident, not to kiH the 

British commanding general? ,\t-here was the 

war declared, but in the '' senate-chamber and 
representative-hall," contained within the ca

pitol? What enforced " military annoyance,'' 
or gave life to the " operations of war," but the 

dollars in the '' treasury-office"? On the other 

hand, '' the patent-office," in which were col .. 

lected the rarest specimens of the arts of the 

country, having no relation to the "operations of 
war," n;as not, in the slightest degree, injured.• 

'Vho, when colonel Camphell, of the United 
States' army, destroyed the dwelling-house and 

other buildings of a Canadian inhabitant, de

clared the act to haYe been '' according to the 

usages of war," t because a troop of British 
dragoons had just fled from them? \\-hy then 

was not the destruction of the president's palace, 

from which a company of American artillery, 

with hvo field-pieces, had just fled, equally 
'' accordirw to the usa2'es of war''? The only 

0 ~ • 

surprise is, that the American gO\-ernment should 

)Hn'e so well succeeded in hood-winking the 

people of Europe. One British editor rates his 

* Sketches of the ·war, p. 326. 

t See p. 111. 
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ferocious countrymeu, for " having levelled . 

with the dust the splendid palaces and sump
tuous edifices, by which the city of \Vashing·ton 

was o liberally embellished.'' This can but 

raise a smile; especially upon a reference to the 
estimatt>d value of these " splendid palaces." • 
'Ve shall forbear to notice the long account of 

'' the extent of devastation practised by the 
victors" at \lashington, which has found its 
way into that faithful record of frays, murders, 

births, marriages, and deaths, but certainly not 

of historical events, the " Annual Register for 
1814 ;" and thence, of course, into most of the 

prints of the United States. But what was 
there done by the British at Washington, that 

could provoke an eminent parliamentary orator 

to describe their proceedings as " so abhorrent, 
so inconsistent with the habits of a free and ge
nerous people ;-so to be hated and detested, 
condemned and abjured" ?t '' In burning 
)\Tashington," says this same speaker, '' we had 
acted worse than the Goths, when tbry were 

before the waJls of Rome." In another place 

he talks of'' the pillage of private property."t 

What a pity this gentleman did not read even 
the whole of the American accounts, before he 
ventured to sanction, with his respectable name 

• App. No. ~7. 

t Parliamentary Proceeding&, November s, 1814. 

VDL. 11. X 
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statements so palpably untrue. If he were alive 
we could show him an American publication, that 
has devoted 13 of its pages to an account of our 
proceedings at Washington, and yet contains 
no.t one word of comment upon our destruction 
of the public buildings. When we mention the 
work as tbe " Histo.ry of the United States,'' 
~nd the author as the .reverend doctor Smith; 
the same who said, ''No one need question the 
conduct of the British troops at Hampton ;" the 
same who, in e\'ery page of his book, evinces the . 
strongest antipathy against the British; and who, 
as the reader knows, is not over scrupulous as to 
the truth of the charges he prefers against them 1 

" no one need question" that doctor Smith was 
thus lenient, because, in the extraordinary fact, 
that the British, with only 200 troops, entered 
and fully possessed, the '' seat of empire'' of 
the United States of America, he could find, 
on their part, at least, nothing but '' temet·ity" 
to find fault with . 

.. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Sl.:irmislt at l'tloor's fields-Death of szr Peter 
Par~·er-Brief description of Baltimore-Alarm 
of the inhabitants-Exertions of the military
Defensive prepamtions-Strong induCPment fo1· 
an attack by the British-A~cidental cause of 
its being made-Advance of the fleet to the Pav 
tapsco-Landing of the troops-Amount of the 
British force-Advance of maJor-geneTal Ross 
and rear-admiral Cockburn, with a smaLL guard
Skirmish and 1·etreat rf the Americans-Death of 
general Ross-Anu1·ican accounts-Advance of 
the British main body-Amount oftlte American 
force-Details of the battle-Retreat of the 
Americans-American accmwts-British and 
American loss-Further advance of the B1 itish 
-Reinforcement to the Americans at their en
trenched camp-Arrival of B1·itish ships near 
the forts in the Patapsco-Mutual cannonade 
between the latter and the bontb-vessels and rocket
ship-Boat-expedition up the Ferry branch-. 
American accounts-Reasons given for retiring 
from Baltimore-Unmolested retreat of the 
B1·itish -Americun accounts- Remarks upon 
the Baltimore expedition-Character of general 
Boss-Departure, on separate destinations, (if 
admirals Cochrane . and Cockburn-Boat-eJ:pe-

x2 
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dition up Coan river-Departure of rear-admiral 

Malcolm- Boat-expedition up the Rappa

hannock-Return of rear-admiral Cockburn

His depm·ture for the Ge01·gia coast-Capture 

of St. Mary's-Boat-expedition up tlze 1·iver
Intended attack upon Savannah-Impolitic mea

sures that lead to its frustration. 

PREVIOllSLY to our entering upon the 

proceedings of the combined Briti~h forces, 
after their departure from \Va~hington, we 
have to notice the untimely fate of ~ir Peter 

Parker, baronet, commanding the i\lenelaus 

frigate; which, as the reader knO\-\'S, had been 

detached on service up the bay.* Having but 

recently arrived upon the North American sta

tion, sir Peter was not aware of the ambush

ing tricks to which a small invading force 

l-yould be exposed, in a country so filled with 
woods, ravines, and defiles; and where local 

knowledge, and skill with the rifle, n·ere an over
match for all the ya}or, much as it was, that he 

could b1·ing against them. Information having 
1·eached the ship, then at anchor off 1\'Ioor's 

fields, that 200 American militia were encamped 
behind a wood, distant about a mile from the 

beach, captain Parker, at ll o'clock on the night 

of the 30th of August, was induced to land 

with,-not, as the American editors say,'' 230 

• Sec p. 'l76. 
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men,"* but,-104 marines and 20 seamen. It 
appears that colonel Read, the commander of 
the American force, stated at 170 lVIaryland 
volunteers,* having been apprized of the in
tended attack, had retired to a small open space, 
surrounded by woods, distant four or five miles 
from his first encampment. Thither, having 
captured a · small cavalry piquet, the heedless 
seamen and marines, headed by their undaunted 
chief, proceeded. The enemy, with some pieces 
of artillery, \Yas found drawn up in line in front 
of his camp. The British commenced the fire; 
and, charging, drove the Americans, through 
their camp, into the woods. It was about 
this time that sir Peter received a mortal 
wound. Secure behind the trees, the Americans 
levelled their pieces with unerring aim; while 
the British, deceived by the apparent flight of 
their wary foe, rushed on through the woods, 
till, bewildered and embarrassed, the survi,·ors 
of this adventurous band were compelled to 
retreat to their ship; bringing away the body 
of their lamented commander, and all their 
wounded but three. The British sustained a 
loss of 14 killed and '27 wounded: the Ameri
cans, as a proof how little they exposed them
selves, of not more than three men slightly 
wounded.* 

At the head of a narrow bay or inlet of the 

* Sketches of the War, p. 339. 
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Patapsco river, and dist~nt from its confluence 

with the Chesapeake about 16 miles, stands the 

city of Baltimore, containing about 20000 inha

hitants. It is nearly ~urrounded by detached 

hills; one of which, Clinkapin hill, situated on 

its~astern side, commands the city itself, as well 

as the approach to it by land from the Chesa. 
. . ' 

peake, Its water-approach is defended by a 

strong fortification, named Fort-Henry, situ. 

at~d at the distance of about two miles from 

the city, upon the point of the peninsula that 

forms the south-side of the bay or harbor; 

which, at its entrance, is sca•·cely half a mile in 

width. As an additional security, the P,atapsco 

is not na"igable for ve5~sels drawing more than 

18 feet water; and, just ll'ithin the harbor, is 

a 14 o•· 15 feet ba1·. 

The ani' al ot troops in the Chesapeake, and 

the subsequent operations of the British in the 

Patuxent <llld Potomac rivers, could not do 

otherwise than cause serious alarm at Baltimore, 

distant from \ra~hington but 35 mil.es. The 

panic-struck inhabitants believed, that the 

British troops would march across lhe country, 

and attack them in the rear, while the squadron 

was bombarding them in front. Our number.i 

on shore were too small to warrant such an 

enterprise; but, had it been risked, and had 

the fleet tnade a simultaneous movement up the 

bav there is little doul>t dmt Baltimore would 
. ' 

hare capitulated. Fortunately for tpe city, the 
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military and naval forces within it wea·e becoming 
l10urly more powerful; and, far from desponding, 
tlte generals and commodores u~ed their utmost 
~xertions in strengthening the defences, and 

improving the natural advantages, of the posi
tion. Upon the hills to the eastwaa·d and not·th
ward of the city, a chain of pallisadoed re
doubts, connected by breast-works, with ditches 
in front, and well supplied with artillery, was 
constructed; and works were thrown up, and 
guns mounted at every spot from which an in
vading force, either by land or water, could 
meet with annoyance. The Java frigate, of 00 
guns, and two new sloops of wa1·, of 22 guns 
each, were equipping at Baltimore. There were 
also, in the barbor, se\'eral gun-boats, each 
armed with a long French 36-pounder, besides 
a carronade; as well as several private-armed 
,·essels: so that the Americans had, including 
their field and regular battery-~uns, an immense 
train of artillery to put in operation against an 
enemy. As to troops, exclusive of the 16,300 
militia, regulars, and flotilla-men, which general 
\\'inder had been authorized to call out, for the 

defence of the lOth military district, vo]unteers 
were flocking in from Pennsylvania; and the 
seamen and marines of commodores RodO'ers 0 , 

Perry, and Porter, had just arrived from the 
banks of the Potomac, where they had been 

" distinguishing'' . them~elves so g. eatly. 
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lf any southern town or city of the United 

States was an object of immediate attack, it 
certainly was Baltimore. The destruction of 

the new frigate and sloops, and of the immense 

quantities of nava] stores, at that depot, would 
have been seriously felt by the American govern .. 

ment. Yet were the British ships, having on 

board the troops, waiting in the Patuxent, till 
the passing of the " approaching equinoctial 
new moon" should enable them to proceed, with 
safety, upon the unfortunate " plans which had 
been concerted previous to the departure of the 
Iphigenia." * On the 6th of September came a 

flag of truce from Baltimore; and instantly all 
was bustle and alacrity on board the British 
squadron. The Royal Oak and troop.ships 
stood out of the Patuxent; and Yice-admiral 

Cochrane quitting his anchorage off Tangier 
island, proceeded with the remainder of the fleet, 

up the bay to North-point, near the entrance of 
the Patapsco river. On the lOth and 11th, the 

:fleet anchored; and, by 12 o'clock at noon on 

the 12th, the whole of the troops and seamen 
had disembarked at 1\'orth-point, in order to 
proceed to the immediate attack upon Baltimore, 
by land ; while some frigates and sloops, the 
Erebus, rocket-ship, and fi,·e bombs, ascended 

the Patapsco, to threaten and bombard Fort

l\l'Henry, and the other contiguous batteries\ 

* App. No. 73. 
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The amount of the British force that landed 

has been Yariously, and, in every instance, 

erroneously, stated by the American historians. 

None of these g·entlemen estimated the British .._ 

loss at Bladensburg and " -ashington, below 

400 men ; 1\fr. Thomson, indeed, declared it 

amounted to" 1000 :" * nor is it pretended, that 

any reinforcement of British troops subsequentJy 

arriYed in the Chesapeake. Yet every one of 

our three historians, instead of deoucting his own 

estimate of our loss, adds 2 or 3000 nwn to his 

own estiti1ate of our force, at Bladensburg and 

'Vashington. For instance, doctor Smith, who 

stated our force at Bladensburg at '' ,1000," t 
states, without assigning any reason for the 

augmentation, that we brought to Baltimore 

"5000 land troops." 11 Mr. Thomson, in like 

manner, makes his '' 6000 regulars, sailors, 

and marines,'' i\ 8000 soldiers, sailors and 

marines;'' t and Mr. O'Connor, his " 5000," 11 

' ' between 8 and 9000 men." IJ The British 

troops that landed, under the command of 

major-general Ross, at North-point, consisted 

of detachments of royal and marine-artiHery, 

the remnants of the 1st battalions of the 

4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, and the 

* Sketches of the War, p. 388. t Ibid. p. 339. 

t See p. '182. 

; IIist. of the U cited States, Vol. Ill. p. 302. 

11 SeeP· 278. ~ Hist. of the War, p. 232. 
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85th regiment, the lst and 2d (or Colonial) 
battal ions of marines, detachments of marines 
from t he ships, and a body of 600 seamen, under 
captain Edward Crofton; the whole numbering 
about 3270 rank and file. 

Immediately after landing, the British moved 
forward to the city. On arriving· at a line of 
intrenchments and abattis, thrown np between 
Black river and Humphries's creek on the 
Patapsco, and distant about three miles from the 
point of landing, some opposition was expected; 
but the American dragoons and riflemen, sta
tioned there, fled without firing a shot. At this 
time m<ljor-g·eneral Ross and rear-admiral Cock
burn, along with a guard of 50 or 60 men, were 
walking together, considerably a-head of the 
advanced or light companies ; in order to recon
noitre the enemy. At about 10 o'clock, after 
having proceeded about two milt>s from the 
intrenchment, and some distance along a road 
flanked bv thick woods, t hev encountered a 

" . 
division of the enemy, consi~ting, as we may 
gather from }j r. 'Thomson, of '" two companies 
from the 5th infantry, 150 in numbc--r, under 
captains Levering and I oward, about 70 riflE!
men, undel' captain Ai~quith, the cavalry," 
(under colonel Biays, the amount of which no~ 
being stated, we ~hall tix at 140,) " ·and 10 

artillerists, with a 4-pounder commanded by 
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lieutenant Stiles;" • in all 370 men. A short 
skirmish ensued, and the Americans fell back; 
most of them taking to the woods. Major
general Ross, after saying to rear-admiral Cock
burn,-'' I'll return and order up the light
companies,''-proceeded to execute his purpose. 
In his wav back, alone, bv the same road along 

~ . 
which he and his party had just passed, the 
major-general received a musket-bu11et through 
his right arm into his breast, and fell, mortally 
wounded. The firing had, at this time, wholly 
e-eased; and the expiring general lay on the road, 
unheeded, because unseen, either by friend or 
foe, tiJJ the arrival at tbe spot of the light-com
panies, who had hastened forward upon hearing 
the musketry. Lea,·ing some attendants in 
charge of the lamented chief, the officer com
manding rushed on ; and it \Vas then that admi
ral Cockburn learned the loss which the army 
and the country had sustained. In a few minutes 
he was by the side of his friend : what passed 
on that t•·ying occasion, is best gi,~en in the 
lvords of the rear-admiral himself. t 

The death of major-general Ross w<~s a fatal 
blow to the expedition against Baltimore. 
Previously to our relating the succeeding events 
of that day, we are called a~ide to correct Ame
rican misrepresentation. Doctor Smith says:--

f Sketches of the War, · p. 311. t App. No. 74. 
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'' General Ross put himself at the head of his 
troops to force general Stricker out of the road 
to the city.'' In attempting which he states him 
to have been shot.* Nlr. Thomson, after ha,·ing 
given the details of the American advanced force, 
as already extracted, says:-'' This detachment, 
having proceeded half a mile, was met by, and 
instantly engaged, the encmy's"-not "advanced 
guard,'' but-" main body. The situation of 
the ground would not admit of the co-operation 
of the artillery and cayalry; and the infantry 
and riflemen sustained the whole action, with 
great gallantry; pouring in a rapid and effec
tive fire upon the British column, kiJJing major
general Ross, and several other officers, and 
impeding ~he advance of the British army. 
Having performed the duty required of them by 
general Stricker, the whole detachment with a 
trifling 1oss, fell back, in excellent order, upon 
the American line.'' t This false and highly 
bombastical account is best answered by a short 
extract from the American official account, as 
quoted in another American work ; aud that 
work the scrupulous Mr. O'Conn01··s. After 
stating that general Stricker had sent forward 
" an advanced corps, under the command of 
major Heath, of the 5th regiment;"+ l\1 r. 

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 302. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 341• ~ Hist. of the Wr.r, p. 233. 
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o·connor, taking the words of general Smyth's 
official letter, says :-" ' This advance met the 
enemy, and, after some skirmishing, returned to 

the line; the main body of the enemy being at 
a short distance in the rem· of their advance.'" • 
This, as we have seen, was the fact; exct>pt that 

the nearest British force was not the '' main 
body," but the adYance or light-companies. 

Mr. O'Connor does not state, when or how gene

ral Ross n1et his death, merely, "hen he comes 

to the enumeration of our loss, sayin~ :-" Ge
neral Ross, the destroyer of ,,-a5.hington, was 

killed." The tt·uth is, the citizens of Baltimore 

were not aware, till our accounts reached them, 
what a benefit they had derived from the 

chance-shot of one of their skirmishers. 

As soon as the British main body, uow under 
the command of colonel Brooke, of the 44th 
regiment, closed upon the adrance, the whole 
moved forward; and, at about two miles further, 

and about five from the city, came in ~ight of 

the American army, drawn up, with six pieces 

of artillery, and a body of cavalry. The exact 

amount of this force we have no means of ascer

taining. Mr. Thomson, referring to the'' detach
ment" sent f01·ward, on the nig·ht of the 11th, 

under general Stricker, designates it as composed 

of " part of his brigade, a light corps of rifle

men, and artillery, from . general Stansbury's 

• App. No. 77. 
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hrigadt>, under major Randal, and several com
panies of the Pennsylvania volunteers; amount
ing to 3185 effective men.''• This is exclusive 
of" 1000 men stationed at the forts and batte
ries;" and ''along the breast-works, about four 
times that number;" • or, upwards of 8000 men, 
in the n·hole. The prisoners estimated their 
own force drawn up, under general Stricker, at 
6000 men; t and Mr. 'fhomson, by his extracts 
from the llritish official accounts, has evidently 
seen, although he has not contradicted, these 
statements. \Ye may, therefore, safely estimate 
the American force, now close in front of a 
British force of 3270 infantry, with two light 
field-pieces and a howitzer, at 4500 infantry and 
ca,·a]ry, with six pieces of artillery; backed as 
they were, in case of a retreat, by at least 8000 
troops, and those hourly augmenting; and by 
heavy batteries in all directions. 

The details of the short battle that ensued 
are fully gi,·en in colonel Brooke's and rear
admiral Cockburn's letters. A few extracts from 
_,Jr. Tholllson's, will tend to corroborate the 
llriti~h account. ·' The 51st," says he, "which 
was ordered to open upon the enemy in his 
attempt to turn the rest of the line, deli\'ercd 
a loose tire, immediately broke, fled precipitately 
from its grouud, and in such confusion: that 

'-' 

-"' Sketches of the War, p. 3-10. 

t App. Nos. 71. 73. 74. and 75. 
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everv effort to rally it proved ineffectual. The 
2d battalion of the 39th, was thrown into di.
order, by the flig-ht of the 51st, and some of its 
companies also gave way. The remainder and 
the 1st battalion stood firm. Thus abandoned 
by the retreat of the 51st, general Strieker made 
new arrangements for the reception of the 
enemy, and opened a general fire upon him, 
from the right, left, and centre. The artillery 
sent forth a destructive torrent of canister against 
the British left column, then attempting to gain 
the cover of a small log-house, in front of the 5th 
regiment. Captain Sadder, with his yagers 
from that regiment, who were posted in the 
house when the British 4th regiment was 
advancmg, had, howe,·er, taken the precaution 
to set fire to it, and the intention of the enemy 
was, therefore) defeated. The 6th regiment 
then opened its fire, and the whole line entered 
into an animated contest, which continued, with 
a severe loss to the enemy, until 15 minutes 
before 4 o'clock. At that hour, general Stricker, 
having inflicted as much injury upon the in
"\·aders as could possibly be expected, from a line 
now about 1400 strong, against a force amount
ing, notwithstanding its losses, to at least 7000 
men, ordered his brigade to retire upon the 
reserve regiment; an ordet· which was well 
executed by the whole line, which in a few 
minutes rallied upon lieutenant-colonel ~1 'D -
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'na]d. From the point occupied by this regi

ment, general Stricker, in order to refresh his 

troops, and prepare them for a second move-
, ment of the enemy, retired to a position half a 

mile in advance of the left of major-general 

Smith's entrenchments. Here he was joined by 

general '\t\' inder, who, with general Doug)ass's 

Virginia brigade, and the United States' dragoons, 

under captain Bird, took post upon his left."* 

This editor is famous for spinning out a 

battle; nor, is he ever staggered by improba

bilities, how gross soever they may be. After 

stating that Lis gallant countrymen ran away 

by whole regiments, he has the impudence to 

contrast the remaining number, or the " Jine, 

now but 1400 strong," with " at least 7000" 
Briti~h. By his owu account, the American 
troops retired four miles and a half, or, "to a 

position half a mile in advance,"-and, con8e

quently, within full range,-" of the left of major
general Smith's intrenchments," before they 

could be brought to a stand, or had any stomach 

to '' refresh" themselves, against '' a second 
movement of the enemy." Not a word is there 
of any charge by the bayonet, which settled the 

business so quickly ; nor of the loss of any pieces 

of artillery or prisoners. 
The British occupied the g-round of which the 

Americans had been dispossessed; but were too 

* Sl>.ctchcs of the 'V ar, p. 342. 
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much fatio·ned to follow Ull their victory on that e . 
evemng. The .British loss amounted to one 
general-staff, one subaltern, two setjeants, aud 
35 rank and file, kille<l ; seven captains, four 
subalterns, 11 setjeants, and 229 rank and file, 
wounded; of the army.* The navy lost one 
petty-officer, three seamen, and three mat-ines, 
killed; one officer, six petty-officers, 22 seamen, 
and 15 marines, wounded. t Thus, the total 
British loss on shore, was •16 killed, and 273 

wounded. The great disproportion of wounded 
arose from the employment, by the enemy, of 
buck-shot;+ and the magnitude of the loss, 
altogether, to the enemy's sheltered position. 
The loss of the Americans upon the field, Mr. 
Thomson estimates at 150; which is particu
larized, by l\Ir. O'Connor, as '' 20 killed, 90 
wounded, and 47 missing."§ The last item is 
evidently erroneous; as colonel Brooke carried 
away with him " about 200 prisoners, being 
persons of the best farniJies in _the city;" 11 and 
which number might have been considerably 
augmented, did not the immense inferiority of 
numbers render the effectiveness of the men for 
action a paramount consideration. 

Early on the morning of the 13th, colonel 
Brooke, leaving a small guard at a meeting
house, from which the enemy had been driven, 

* App. No. 72. t Ibid.:?· 76. :t Seep. 147. 

~ Hiitory of the War, p. 237. 11 App. No. 71. 
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to protect the wounded, moverl forw~rd with the 
army; and, at 10 o'clock. occ~tpi t>d a f~norable 
position, to the eastward of, and di~taut about 
two miles 1rom, Baltimore. From thi~ point, 
the strong defences in and around the city were 
}>lainly to be seen ; and arrangt>ments wert> made 
for storming, during· the ensuin~ night, with the 
co-opf-'t'alinn of the fleet, the A IOPrican entrenched 
camp; at which lay genet·al Strickercmd h1sarmy, 
now reinforct>d by Douglas's brigade of Virginia 
militia, uuder general \\ inder, and the l 1nited 
States' dragoon'i, under captain Bird.* 

In their WllJ' up the Patapsco, sereral of the 
fri gates and othet· vessels grounded ; and one 
or two of the former did not get off till the next 
day. At about nine o'clock on the morning of 
the 13th, the .\Jeteot·, JEtna, Terror, \·olcano, 
and Devastation, bombs, and the Erebus, rocket
ship, came to anchor in a position, f.-om which 
they could act upon the enemy's fort and bat· 
teries; the frigates baYing already taken their 
stations, outside of all. At day-1ight on the 
morning of the I:Jrh, the bombardment com
menced upon, and was returned by, Fort-
1\'l'He nry, the Star-Fort, and the water-batteries 
on both si d t>s of the entrance. At about three 
o'clock in the afterno on, the four homh-\'essels 
and rocket-~hip weighed , and stood fnrther in; 
the,latter, to give effect to her rockets, much 

• App. No. 77. 
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1earer than the others. The forts, which had 
discontinued theia· the on account of the vessels 
being out of range, nmv re-commenced a brisk 
cannonade; but which, although per~e' ered in 
for some hours, did not iujure a man on board 
any of the vessels: two of the bombs only ·were 
slightly struck. The close position of the 
Erebus led the commander-in-chief, who ·e ~hip, 
the Surprise, 'vas, with the other frigatt>s, at 
anchor in the ri,·er, to imagine that captain 
Bartholomew could not maintain his po~ition. 
He therefore sent a division of boats to tow out 
the Erebus. On seeing the rocket.ship and 
bombs withdraw to a greater distance, the 
Americans in tl e batteries n·ere perfectly jus
tified in supposing, that they had ''compelled)' 
the British to retire. " This noisy play ,n as 
l.Vlr. O'Connor calls it, continued, wiih short 
intervals, till day-light the next morning. 

The American official account states, that 
two or three rocket-vessels, and barges, suc
ceeded in getting up the Ferry branch, but that 
they were soon compelled to retire, by the forts 
in that quarter; commanded by lieutenant 
Newcornb, of tbe navy, and lieutenant \rebster, 
of the flotilla. "These forts aho destroyed )} sa vs . ' ~ 
the general, " one of the barges, with all on 
·board.'~* Mr. Thomsonsays:-'' tTnder cover of 
the night, the .British commanders despatched a 

-* App. No. 77. 
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a fleet of barges to attack and storm Fort
Covington. The attempt was repulsed, how
ever·, and the assailants retired, with an immense 
loss to their bomb-vessels."* Mr. O'Connor 
tells the story thus:-'' Favored by a dar·k 
night, one or two of the enemy's bomb-vessels, 
and several barges, with 1200 chosen men, 
passed the fort at about one o'clock in the 
morning of the 14th, and proceeded up the 
Patapsco, to attack the town in the rear, and, 
probably, with a view to effect a landing. 
From their new station they commenced a very 
warm throwing of bombs and rockets, but were 
repaid .with such vigor and effect, that the 
screams of their wounded could be heard in the 
midst of a roar of arms, that made the houses 
in the city shake for nearly an hour and a 

half." t 
Let us now see how this story will read in our 

way of relating it. In the middle of the night 
of the 13th, a division of 20 boats was detached 
up the Feny branch, to cause a di"·ersion 
favorable to the intended assault upon the 
enemy's entrenched camp, at the opposite side 
of the city. The rain poured in torrents, and 
the night was so extremely dark, that 11 of the 
boats pulled, by mistake, directly for the har
bor. Fortunately, the lights ?f the city disco• 

* S ketchPs of the ·war, p. 344. 

t Hist. of the War2 p. 2-36. 
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l"ered to the crews their perilous situation, time 

enough for them to get back in safety to their 

shi s. The remaining nine boats, consisting 

of one rocket-boat, five launches, two pinnaces, 

and one gig, containing, not " 1200," but-128 

officers, seamen, and marines, under the com

mand of captain , apier, pas ed up the Ferry 

branch, to a co 1 -iderable rli~tance above Fort

M' Henry, and opened a heavy fire of t·ockets and 

shot upon the bore; < tse,·eral parts of which they 

could have landed, with ease, had the \vhole of 

their force been together. After having, by 

drawing dmvn a considerable number of troops 

to tbe beach, effected their object, the British 

stood back with their boats. " ·hen just oppo

site to Fort-}l'Henry, one of the officers caused 

a rocket to be fired: the consequence was, an 

immediate discharge of Tound, grape, and 

canister, from the fort and water-batteries 

below; by which one of the boats was slightly 

struck, and a man mortally wounded. Not 

another casualty occurred. 

lt appears that, on the evening of the 13th, 

after the boats had been ordered upon this 

service, vice-admiral Cochrane sent a messenger 

to acquaint colonel Brooke, that, as the entrance. 

to Baltimore by sea was entire]y obstructed 

by a barrier of vessels, sunk at the mouth of 

the harbor, defended inside by gun-boats,* a 
~ A pp. No. 73. 
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naval co-operation against the city and en-
trenched camp, was found impracticable. The 
heavy rain at this time falling greatly increased 
the difficulty of ascending the steep hil1, upon 
which the camp was situated; and both com

manders concurred in the propriety of iinme

diately withdrawing the troops and ships. At 
about half-past one on the morning of the 14th , 
the British troops commenced 1·etiriug, and 
halted at three miles distance. In the course 

of the evening they retired three miles further, 
and encamped for the night. Late on the 
morning of the 15th, they moYed down to 

North-point; and, in the course of that day, 
J'e-embarked, without having experienced, during 
their slow and deliberate retreat, the slightest 
molestation from the enemy. At se,·en o'clock 
on the morning of the 14th, the rocket-ship and 
bomb-vessels were called off from the American 
batteries; which are stated to haYe lost, by the 
long continued bombardment, only four men 
killed and 24 wounded. In the course of the 
day, the ships stood down the river, andjoined 
the remainder of the squadron at anchor off 

North-point. 
The American official account is moderate 

enough; except in the statement respecting tLc 

barges, and which statnnent general Smith cou]d 
only ha,·e obtained from the conunanding officer 

of the forts on the Patapsco. Not a word is said 
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about any pursuit of the Briti. It. That would 

be encroaching upon the duties, and, seemingly, 
pleasing ones, too, of the American historian. 

'· The excessive f~ttigu e of the troops, all of wbom 
had been three days and n1g·ht under arms, in 

the most inclement " eather, preventPd their 
annorino· the ene nJ·'s rear with much effect, 

• t) 

and tl ey made prison ·s of none but ..;tragglers 

from his army/'* lf, a sir George Cockburn 

says, the Americans '' did not yeuture to look 
at" the British upon their retreat, t the former 

did not certainly annoy their rear '' "ith much 

effect." Colonel Brooke declares, that not a 
man was left be_hind. t So much, then, for the 
" strag·glers" taken. 1\Ir. Thomson's account 
has vastly improved, by pas.ing through the 

hands of the 'inrentor and sole patentee' of the 

screaming story. For instance:-'' It was i m
possible for veterans, or the most experiencecl 
troops, to act with more firm discipline or cool 

courage, than the citizens of Baltimore, and the 

troops engaged, did, on this occa~ion, with the 

exception already mentioned. A pursuit of tlto 

enemy "as attempted, without, however, doing 

him much injury. The troops were so exham,ted, 
with three days and nights) fatigue, that they 

could do little more than pick up a few strag
glers. A line of defences thrown up by t hP-

* Sketc.has of the War, p. 343. t A pp. ~ o. 71. 

:;: App. No. 71. 
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Americans from Black river to Humphries's 
creek, on the Patap8co, were used by the enemy 
to protect their embarkation." • The8e are the 
stories that carry off so many editions among the 
people of the United States. 

Having done with the American accounts of the 
celehrated Baltimore ''demonstration," we have 
vet to offer upon it a few remarks of our own. No 
Briton but n1ust regret, that any plan of " ulte
rior operations" should have obtruded itself, to 
check the progress of the attack. \Vith respect to 
naval co-operation, it is well known, that the 
gallant commanders of the Severn, Euryalus, 
Havannah, and Hebrus, frig·ates, ·rolunteered to 
Jighten theia· ships, and lay them close along .. 
side Fort-M'Henry. The possession of this fort 
would have enabled us to silence the batteries 
on the opposite side of tl1e bay; and, indeed, 
have placed the city completely at our mercy. 
The very ad,·ance of the British frigates to their 
stations would, probabl.v, have led to the des
truction of the Java frigate, and the Erie and 
Ontario sloops; and then we might have retired, 
'' holding in ' 'iew the ulterior operations of the 
troops," with something more to boast of than, 
n9t merely an empty, but, considering what we 
lost by it, a highly disastrous " demonstration." 
The troops on shore mig·ht, and, no doubt, 
would, have succeeded in carrying the enemy's 

• Hist. of the War, p. 235 •. 
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intrenched camp; hut they could not expect to 
succeed further, without a simultaneous attack 
by the fleet. Even the nine boats, and their 128 
men, caused a considerable diversion of the 
enemy's forces: we may we11 conceive, then, 
what migl1t have been effected, had no '' ulte
rior" plan been allowed to interfere. 
"~e cannot dismiss the business at Baltimore, 

without bestowing a few words upon an officer, 
whose untimely fate has been so universally 
deplored. His public services are thus briefly 
enumerated, by the mover, in the house of 
commons, for a monument to his memory. 
"General Ross, when major Ross, sened in the 
expedition to HoHand, in 1799. He was then 
in the 28th regiment, and signalized himself in 
repulsing the attacks made on the lines of sir 
Ralph Abercromby. Here, displaying the 
greatest gallantl·y, he received a severe wound, 
which deprived his country of his senices for a 
time. ln the autumn of 1800, having recO\·ered 
from the effe-cts of his wound, he accompanied 
his regiment to the Mediterranean, and, shortly 
afterwards, sened in the expedition to Calabria: 
here, in the memorable battle of Maida, which 
so greatly raised the fame of the British arms, 
and particularly by the use made of the bayonet, 
major Ross made himself conspicuous; and, by 
wheeling on the enemy's line, contributed, 
perhaps, more than any other circumstance, to 
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the route of the enemy on that day. Nothing 
more occurred to bring him into notice, till he 
served in the army led by general sir John 
~lom·e, in 1807; and, undea· that gallant and 
1amented commander at the battle of Corunna, 
he again shone with no common lustre. In 
1812, ~aiJing from Ireland, he joined the army 
in the peninsula, and, under the command of 
lord dlington, so di~tinguished himself in the 
battle of Vittoria, that his Jordship gave him the 
command of a separate brigade. l\ow that a 
n10re extended field of service lay before him, in 
the fir~t great battle of the P\-·rennees, where the 
firmness of the Engli!!-h n:as most con~picuously 
displa.ved, n·here the Fa·ench fought n:ith the 
most determined obstinacy, his ,·alor contributed 
so much to the glory of that day, that lord 
\\'-ellington, in his despatch, stated his brigade 
' to have distinguished themselves beyond all 
formea· precedent; they made four separate 
charges with the bayonet, and general Ross had 
three horses killed under him.' At the passage 
of the 1\ieve, and the battle of Ortbes, be dis
})layed the same undaunted brarer_r.'' Another 
member, who had been intimate with him, said: 
-'' lie possessed the happy skill of conciliating 
hy his disposition, and instructing by his 
example: he possessed, indeed, all tho ·e pri,·ate 
and distinguished qualifications, by which alone 
.c. commander could acquire the full confideuct 
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of his men. His military knowledge was great 

and complete: for it had been the result of 

practice and constant experience; while his 

foresight and example in the field were such as 

to excite the enthusiasm and reverence of those 

whom he led to ,·ictory ." General l oss, it 

appears, was but 40 when he fell. Comparing· 

the advantages we derived fro tu the " victory'' at 

Baltimore, with the loss of such a general, \Ye 

cannot but regret, that the attack was undertaken 

at all; if not meant to be persevered in, till either 

the ostensible object was gained, or the British 

troops had been fairly beaten out of it. 

On the 19th of September, si1· Alexander 

Cochrane, with the Tonnant and Surprise, 

sailed for Halifax, to hasten the construction of 

the flat-bottomed boats, intended to be employed 

in the great expedition on foot; and on the same 

day, the Albion, rear-admiral Cockburn, sailed 

for Bermuda, leaving the Royal Oak, rear-admi

ral l\'lalcolm, "\-Vith some frigates and smaller 

,·essels, and the ships containing the troops, at 

anchor in the ri,·er Patuxent. On the 27th the 

rear-aomiral removed to the Potomac; where, 

on the 3d of Oc~ober, the troops \Yere placed 

into boats, and sent up Coan river. In their 

way up, two soldiers were \Tounded, and captain 

Kenab, of the .LEtna bomb, killed, by musketry 

fr.om the ~bore. Against so powerful a force, 

when once landed, tbe fc ,,y mi litia cou d no,t be 
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expected to stand: they fired a volley and fled~ 
and the troops advanced, past Northumberland 
court-house, five miles into the interior. After 
taking and scuttling two or three worthless 
schooners; and, according to the American edi
tors, plundering the inhabitants, the troops re
embarked, and stood down the river to their 
ships. The latter, soon aftenvat·ds, descended 
the Potomac; and, on the 14th, rear-admiral 
Malcolm, taking \\ith him, the Royal Oak, 
Asia, and Ramillies 74s, one or two frigates, 
and all the troop-ships and bombs, quitted the 
Chesapeake, for the rendezvous at Negril bay, 
Jamaica. 

The officer now left in command at the Che· 
sapeake, ·was captain Banie, of the Dragon 74, 
recently from PenoL~cot. He had with him the 
Hebn.1s and Havannah frigates, two armees en 

.flute, anrl the Dauntless and Dotterel sloops. 
The )and-troops, if worthy the name, at his dis
pos~), con~i ~ted of about 200 colonial marines, 
or refugee-si a vts, in barracks, upon the small 
island of Tangier, Jyi ng: off the mouth of the 
Potomac; and wJ.ich had, ~ince e~ll'ly in the 
summer, been taken posses~ion of by sir George 
Cockburn, as a depot tot· recei,·ing and OJ·gan
izintJ' the refuu:ees. The unhealthiuess of Tan-o '-' 
gier, anu the badness of its harbor, induced 
captain Barrie to seize Tilghman's island, a 
much more eligible spot, and distant only 60 
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miles from Baltimore. On the 30th of Novem

ber, a boat-expedition, with about 500 seamen 

and marines, ascended the river Rappahannock, 

as high as the town of Tappahannock, which 

they entet·ed without much opposition, although 
three times their number of militia were in the 
neighbourhood. The editor of the American 

'' National lntelligencer," of Decem be1· 9, after 
having magnified captain Barrie's force to 

"2500 troops," says: "The purpose of the enemy 

seems to be, as heretofore, to steal negroes, 

stock, tobacco, &c. plunder the houses within 

their reach, and burn what they cannot carry 
off.n Charges of this description we have 

already fully answered. \l' e need only repeat 

here, that the '' negroes" come off voluntarily; 
the" stock'' is amply paid for; and the" tobacco" 

" good prize, by the maritime law of nations." t 
As much of the latter, as the British could not 

'' carry off,'' it was right for them to " burn:" 

the charge of " plunder" we can only hope is 
groundless. Had that active and enterprising 

officer, captain Barrie, really had'' 2500 troops,'' 

he would have compelled 1.\'lr. Gales to fill his 

columns with matter fifty times more important 
than the capture of Tappahannock. 

Early in December, rear-admiral Cockburn 
' in the Alhion, from Bermuda, bringing with 

him the Orlando frigate, and some smaller ves. 

* Seep. 192. 
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seJs, arrived in the Chesapeake, hut merely to 
carry away the colonial marin«-'s; with whom, 
on the 14th, he proceeded tO\\ ards Amelia 
Island, in East Florida: having left orders for 
captain Barrie to follow, with t hP Dragon, 
Hebrus, and Regulus. Accordiu~ly, captain 
Barrie departed soon aften' ards, leaving A few 
frigates and bloops in the L he!,apt'a·•_t-; a .ad, on 
the lOth of Januat•.r, arrived o , Cumberland 
Island, the southen•-most of the ch<tin c-1long the 
coast of Georgia, and separated by Cumberland 
Sound from Amelia Island. Rear-admiral 
Cockburn not having yet a.-ri,ed, captain 
Somenille of the Hota, as the s .... nior officer, 
determiued upon employmg the nl·o companies 
of the 2d \\ e~t India regiment, anct thP detach
ments of l'OJal marines which had l't"Ct-ntly 
arrived on that coast, in a combillt-'cl attack 
upon tht:> fronlit>r-town of the state of Leorgia, 
St. 1\Iary's, !,ituated a few miles n p the rive1· of 
that name, cliriding the l'nited State~ aud East 
Florida. On the 13th an attack, with about 

700 troops, marines, and semuen, under the 
command of captain Barrie, "as made ou the 
fort or ke\ to the entrance of the river, at Point ' . 
Petre. 'This fort mounterl tt\ o 2-1-, t\\ o l b, one 
9, and two bra~s ti-pounders; ti"Otll which, how

ever, scarce!.' a single diseharge \\a~ made, ere 
the garrison abandoned the post, and tied to the 
wood') in the rear. · On the 14th, the combined 
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forces, accoml anierl by thf' Terror a no Devasta

tion bombs, a~c1 nrled thf' ri,'er to St. t\lary'~. 

Contrar , ro expf'ctation, her~, also, uo rei t
aa.ct> \\tJs 111<trle; and tiH .. town, the shipping in 

the harhor, t-tnd the mt->rchandize in I ht> stores, 

were t(jken quiet pos~es 1011 of. Soon a ' terward 

an expedition of boats, n:ent a considt->rable di -

tance furthf'r up the ri,·er, aud broug~1t down 

the Countes of Bal'<;ourt Ea~t l nclia man, "hich 

had been captured and carried in tlwre by a 

Charlestown privatet>r; also a bf'autiful gun

boat, nauwd the Scorpion, a pre~Pnt from the 

town of Sr. 1\lary\. to the e nited Srates. 

On tbP 1.5th of J a nuary, rear-arlmiral Cock

burn , who had been blown off the coast by strong 

north-west g<des, arrived and took the command; 

and on the 2Zd, the Briti ·h, after remo' ing the 

guns, and destroying the fort and barracks, a t 

Point P etre, d escend ed the ri,·er to Cumberland 

Island ; of which immediate pos;e~ . ion '"'a · 

taken. The troops and marines \Vere encamped ; 

and the rear-admiral es tablisherl his head-quar

t e rs at a ''e1·y large ho us1~, built of tabby;* sur

round ] ng it with the ordnance bro ngh t from 

Poi nt P etre. On the 22d of Februarv e]o·ht 
• ' 0 

launch t·s, t wo pinnaces, and one g ig , coutainin g 

186 offi cers , seamen, <tnd marin f:s, undel' tlw 
command of captain Phillott, of the Primrose 

brig, ascended the St. J',Ja ry's ri ver, without 

* Oystcr.shell s, and their cement. 
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opposition, 120 miles; when a heavy fire of 

musketry, opening upon them from each side~ 

compelled a retreat. While day-light lasted, 

a spirited fire was kept up by the boats ; but, 

unfortunately, after dark, the men could not be 

restrained from firing, by which they exposed 

themselves to the view of their enemy. The 

river was, in some parts, so narrow, that a couple 

of stout trees, many of which were on the banks, 

felled and thrown across, would have completely 

cut off the retreat of the boats. That not having 

been done, the boats got back to the island, 

with four killed, and 25 wounded. 

One of the objects in assembling troops upon 

this part of the coast was, to assist in a combined 

attack upon the town of Savannah, in Geot·gia; 

a naval station of no mean importance. The 

town stands upon a flat sandy cliff, elevated 

about 50 feet above the level of the Savannah 

river; is distant from the sea about 17 miles; 

and from St. Mary's, 95 miles. The number 

of its inhabitants is about 7000; and the quota 

of militia which, by the secretary of war's order 

of July the 4th, • the state of Georgia was 

required to hold in readiness, amounted to 350 

artil1ery, and 3150 infantry ; total, 3500 men. 

The British, since their first arrival at Cum

berland island, h21d been waiting for a rein

forcement, under general Power; but whose 

• See p. '1.74. 
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destination, unknown to them, had been altered. 

\Vithout this additional force, it would have 

been imprudent to make the attack. Some other 

operations, in which a body of Indians and 

Negroes from the interior of \rest Florida, was 

to co-operate, had also been in agitation. But 
the intended junction had been prevented by the 

machinations of some of those crafty Americans, 

who, as" British subjects," living under our own 

government,were so actively employed against us, 

during the whole of the late war. Consequently 
7 or 800 British troops, and 12 ships of war, 
including two 74s and three or four frigates, 
were allowed to remain, for several weeks, in a 
state of perfect inacti,·ity; at a time, too, when 

an important, well-struck blow would have pro
duced so healing an effect. Had it not been 

for a communication, opened, through the Spa
niards on Amelia Island, with East Florida, 
both at·my and navy would have had their idle 
hours still further embittered by a want of sub
sistence. 

l'OL. II. z 
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upon the attack, by American o.fficers-Launch
ing of the boats into the JI!Iississippi-Successjul 
attack upon the American intrenchments on the 
right banl;:- Fatal difference of opinion 'respect
ing the possibility of holding that position-Its 
immediate evacuation-Short suspension of lwsti
lities- Bombardment of Fort St. Philip-Retreat 
of the British from before New Orleans- The total 
loss on both szdes- American bombast-Frenc!t 
general Humbert- Some particulars relative tu 
general Jackson- His lwnorable conduct-De
parture of the B1·itish jleet-Sun·ender of Fort
Bowyer without a shot's being fired at it-Treaty 
of peact?- Canadian prepaTations for the ensuing 
campaign- B1·iej remarks on the t1·eaty, and on 
the advantages which the Americans have gained 
by the war. 

F ROM the paragraphs that appeared in several 
of the London prints of l\Iay and June~ l 814, 
there is no doubt that the conquest of Louisiana 
had been submitted to the British government, 
as a measure of no difficult attainment. lt 
was thought, perhaps, that the Louisianians, 
cousisting chiefly of Frt·nch and 8pani;t rds, 
were disaffected towards the government of the 
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United States, and would rather aid, than oppo~ 

the landing of a British army. This hazardous, 

and, as it proved, fallacious conjecture, was 

suffered to over-balance all apprehension of 

danger from the thousands of armed inhabitants 

of the west nnd north-western territories, that 

cou)d descend the l\1ississippi, and prevent any 

thing like a permanent occupation of the ca

pital of Louisiana. There \"Vere not, it is true, 

any American 74s, or 60-gun frigates, building or 

lying blnckaded at New Orleans; but those 

who suggested the expedition well knew that, 

as the cotton crops of Louisiana, and of the 

Mississippi territory, had been for some years in 

accumulation, the city-warehouses contained 

mea·chandize to an immense amount. Indeed, 

considering that New Orleans was the emporium 

of the annually increasing productions of a great 

portion of the western states, the enormous sum 

of 30000001. was, perhaps, not an over-estimate 

of what, in the event of e\-en a temporary pos

session of that city, would ha,-e been shared by 

the captors. 
Scarcely had the people of 1\ew Ol'leans read, 

in the pages of their newspapers, admiral Coch· 

rane's threatening letter and its repl.v, and been 

assured by their governor, that the British had 

expressed a determination '' of wresting Loui

siana from the hands of the United States, and 

restoring it to Spain," than accounts arriYed, 
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that the Briti h were exciting the Indians, and, 
by proclamation dated from Pensacola, in \rest 
Florida, endea,·ouring to persuade the inhabi
tants of Loui 'iana anrl Kentucky, to shake off 
their alleg·i<mce, and join the Briti~ h standard. 
Almo tat the same instant they receired accounts 
that some British officers had been trying to gain 
O\er theBaratarian freebooter , upwarc s of -..00 in 
number; not only as pilots for tln t intricate coast, 
but as actiYe allies in the contemplated invasion . 
. Mr. Laffite, the commanoant, played a deep 
game with the British officers. lie r"-' cci\'ed, 
·with seeming acquiescence, all their co rn muni
cations on the su hj cct, and then forw::Jrued them 
to the governor of Louisiana. He had, ut that 
time, in the gaol of l\ew Orleans, loaded "ith 
irons, a brother; " ·hose liberation he, no doubt, 
hoped to effect. lu hort, :\fr. Laffite not only 
betraved the British, but ofFered the senices of ~ -

himself and his hardy band, in defending the 
important point of the state of which the;v had 
taken possession. These men fulfilled the pledg·e 
gi,·en by their commandant to governor Clai
borne; and, along \Vith ~Jr. Laffite's brother, 
recei,ed, in the end, a fuJI pardon from the 
president of the L'nitf'd States. 

1t is necessary now to mention, that a secret 
law passed the congress of the Lnited States, as 
early as the 12th of February, 1813, authorizing 
Le Fresident '' to occupy and hold all that 
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tract of country, called Wetit Florida, which 

lies west of the Perdido, not now in the posses
sion of the United States."* On the 14th of 

March, the order to take possession reached 

major-general " ' ilkim,on, then the commanding 
officer of the United States' troops within the 
territories of ~ew Orleans and the Mississippi; 
and, on the V>th of April, taking with him a 

strong na \'al and m1litary force, the general 
possessed him~e]f, without opposition, but not 

without remonstrance, of Fort-Charlotte, near 

the town of _\Jobile. General \Yilkinsoon, soon 

aftern:ards, constructed a fort upon Mobile
point, fonuing· the extremity of a peninsula, 
whiclt is joined to the continent by an isthmus, 
.fiJur mi lt·s wide, di' iding· the rirer and bay of 
Bonsecours from the bar of Perdido. 

This fort, named Fort-Dowyer, mounted, in 

September, 1814, saJs an American editor, two 
24, six 12, eig:bt 9, and four 4-pounders; and 

contained a garrison of only 130 men ;t yet, 
when "e took possession of Fort-Bowyer, in 
Februar)7

, 181/}, up to which date no reinforce
ment of guus appears to ha\'e been sent to it, 
the fore mounted, exclusi,·e of one long 24, 

and tRo 9-p•lnnde:-rs outside, three 32, eight 

2':1:, 5~ix 12, five 9, anrl one 4-pounder; also one 
8-inch mortar, and one 5!-inch howitze1·; total 

* Wi!kinson's 1\lem. Vol. III. p. 340. 

t Latour's War io Louisiana, p. 34. 
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28 guns. Its garri on, under the same comman

der too, consisted, at this time, of 375 officer 

and soldiers.• 
On the morning of the 12th, l\1.1\1. S. Bermes, 

of 22, Carron, of 20, and Sophie and Childers, 

of 18 guns each, under the orders of captain"~ . 

H. Percy, of the fir t-named ship, anchored on 

the coast, about six miles to the ea h\'ard of 

Fort-Bowyer; which this officer had unadYisedly 

rletermined to attacl\. The ships, with great 

difficulty, owing to the narrowness of the chan

nel, and the numerous shoals, arriYed, on the 

afternoon of the 15th, in the neighbourhood of 

the fort. The Hernlfs, at last, gaiued a ~tation 

within musket-shot d~sta~ce; tl1e Sop hie, Carron, 

and Childers, anchoring in a line ~-stern of her. 

Previously t.o this, a c etachment of, not " 120" t 
but 60 mari 1es, 3 11 (1 not "600"t but 120 In

dians, ·with a 5!-inch hov;itzer, but no '' 12-

pounder," under the orders of major Nit:olls, of 

the marine~, had disembarked on the peninsula. 

Sixty of the Indians, under lieutenant Castle, 

had been detached to secure the pass of Bonse

cours, 27 miles to t!Je eastward of the fort; so 

that major Nico11s had, under his command, not 

730, t but 120 marines and Indians. 

The great distance at \' laich the Carron and 
Childers had unavoidably anchored, confined the 

effective qmnonade, on the part of the Briti~h, to 

* Appendix, No. 112. 

t Latour's W :1r in Louisiana, p. 40. 
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the Bermes and Sophie; nor was the latter's fire 

of much ut.e, as, owing to the rottenness of her 
timbers, and her defective equipment, her car

ronades drew or turned over at every fire. The 
Het·mes, before she had fired many broadsides, 

" having her cable cut, was carried away by 
the current, and presented her head to the fort. 
In that position she remained from 15 to 2(} 

minutes, whilst the raking fire from the fort 
swept, fore and aft, almost every thing on deck."* 
Soon aftenvards the Hermes grounded, directly 
in front of the fort. Every means to get her off 
having failed, captain Percy, taking out of her 

the whole of his n'ounded, set he•· on fhe. He 
bad but one boat left, and that with only three 
oars. As a proof of the American captain 

L<nvrence's " characteristic humanity," the 
fort, on this " memorable day for the garri
son/' fired round and grape at the boat, 
till she got out of gun-shot. The Hermes and 

Sophie wet·e the only vessels that sustained 

any mJury. The loss of the one was 25 men 
killed, and 24 wounded ; of the other, six 
killed, and 16 wounded; total, with one ma
rine kilh·d on shore, 32 kilJed, and 40 wounded : 
while the American editors, majo1· Latour inclu
sive, h~n·e made the British loss before Fort

Bowyer, 162 killed, and 70 wounded. t The 
A met·icans ackno\dedge a loss of four killed, and 
four wounded. t No erent of the war has been 

• Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 38. t lpid. P· 40. 
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ma-de more of than the indiscreet attack upon 

Fort-Bowyer. .Major Latour, misnaming one 

vessel, and converting into frigate-built ships the 

corvettes Bermes and Carron, gives each of the 

latter " t~enty eight 32-pound carronades," • 

and crews in proportion. He, then, states the 

whole " effective British force at 92 guns, and 

1330 men ;" * which he modestly opposes to eight 

guns, (all that he saJS would bear,) and 130 men. 

\lbere did this writer learn, that both broad

sides of a ship can act together, upon a single 

object? 1\lajor Latour, palpably ridiculous as 

his statements are, ha , however, no criticism to 

dread in the L-nited States of America. 

The attack upon Fort-Bowyer unmasking, at 

once, the desig·ns of the British upon Louisiana, 

major-general Jacksoo, of the l nited States' 

army, who, having superseded general \Vilkin

son, was at this time at l\lobile, began making 

defensiv-e arrangements; and, among them, 

adopted the extraordinary resolution of taking 

possession, ·~ without waiting for the authority 

of his go,·ernment," t of the Spanish post of 

Pensacola, and the contiguous forts. Having 

assemblt>d 4000 troops, he was enabled, through 

the treachery of the Spanish governor, to effect 

his object, on the 7th and 8th of ' ovember 
' 

without bloodshed. Leaving garri~ons in the 

captured forts, the major-general, with the 

*La tour's War in Louis. p. 40. t Sketches of the War, p. 346. 
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remainder of his troops, departed for New Or
leans ; where he arrived on the 2d of Decem
ber. Since the lOth of the precedi-ng· month, 
the govel'nor of IAouisiana had informed the le
gislature, that the British were about to attack 
the state, with from 12 to 15000 men; and that 
he was in daily expectation of considerable re
inforcements fmm Kentucky and Tennessee. 

\Vithout a brief description of Louisiana, and 
particularly of the line of maritime invasion to 
which New Orleans is exposed, the important 
operations about to be detailed, will not be so 
readily understood. The boundaries of Loui
siana may be seen upon any map of the North 
American continent: it is only necessary here 
to state, that this great expanse of tenitory has 
a frontiet·, with the Spanish internal provinces 
of 1900 miles; a line of sea-coast, on the Pacific 
Ocean, of 500 miles; a frontier with the British 
dominions of 1700 'miles ; thence, following the 
l\1ississippi, by comparative course, 1400 miles; 
and along the gulf of Mexico 700 miles: from 
the mouth of the Perdido to the 31• N. latitude, 
40 miles; along the latter parallel, 240 milt>s; 
having an outline of 6480 miles, and 1352860 

square miles of surface.• The parish of New 
Orleans is bounded north by Lake Pontchartrain 
and the Rigolets, east by lake Borgne and the 
parish of Plaquemines, south-east by the gulf 

* Darby'~ Louisiana, p. 12. 
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of Mexico, and west by the parishes of St. Ber

nard and the intea·ior of Lefourche; posses ing 

an area ofl300 squa1·e miles. The city of New Or

leans, the capital of the parish, and of the state 

of Louisiana, stands upon the left bank of the 

Mississippi, 10;5 miles, following the stream, and 

90 miles, in a direct liue, fr(lm its mouth. The 

pre ent population of the city is estimated at 

23~4~ persons.* The line of maritime invasion 

extends from Lake Pontchartrain, on the east, 

to the river 1 esche, on the west, intersf'cted by 

several h<ys, inlets, and rivers, ""hich furnish 

avenue of approach to tbe metropolis. But the 

flatness of the coast is every where unfavorable 

for the debarkation of troops; and the bays and 

inlets being aB obstructed by shoals or Lars, no 

landing can be effected, but by boats, except 

up the l\1 ississi ppi; and that has a bar at its 

mouth, which shoals to 13 or 14 feet \"Vater. 

On the 7th of December, commodore Patter

son} the naval commander at New Orleans, re

ooived a letter from Pensacola, dated on the 5th, 

stating that a Briti~h fleet of 60 sail, having· on 

hoard a large body of troops, had arrived off the 

ba1·, and were destined foa· New Orleans. The 

commodore immediately ordered the gun-boats 

at the station to proceed to the passes Mariana 

and Christiana, leading into lake Borgne; by 

which, and Jake Pontchartrain, it w~s thou_ght 

• Darby's L'>uis:ana, p. 18':>. 
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the British would make their approaches. As 

an additional protection, the Rigolets, forming 

the communication between lakes Borgne and 
Pontchartrain, were defended by a small work, 

named Petite Coqui1le fort. Detachments of 

troops had als~ been sent out, to fell timber 

across every smaH bayou or creek, leading from 
the lakes; and through which a passage for 
boats could be afforded. . The precaution was 
even taken, in some of the bayous, to sink large 
frames, and then fill them with earth. To prevent 

any approach by the Mississippi, general Jack

son went himself to superintend the direction of 

the defences at Fort St. Philip, situated on the 

left bank of the river, about 40 miles from the 

Balize. Besides increasing the strength of this 

fort, the general ordered the immediate construc

tion of two batteries on the opposite side of the 

nver. It is now time to attend to the progress 

of the expedition. 
On the 8th of December, Yice-admiral Coch

rane, in the Tonnant, along with se\·eral othet, 

ships, arrived and anchored off the Cbandeleur 
islands. On the same day, two of the American 
gun-boats fired at the Armide as ~he, aloug 

with the Seahorse and Sophie, was passing· down, 

within the chain of small islands that runs 

parallel to the shore, from l\Iouile towards Lal\e 
Borgne. Three other gun-boats were present"ly 

discovered c1:uizing in the lake. On the lOth, 
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11th, and 12th, the remainder of the men-of-war 

and troop-ships arrived; the 74s anchoring off 
Chandeleur island; the frigates and smaller ves
sels between Cat island and the main, not far from 

the entrance to Lake Borgne. The commander of 
the American gun-boats, fearing an attack, had, 
since the 11th, put his boats in the best possible 

condition.* The bayou Catalan, or Bienvenu, 

at the head of Lake Borgne being the con
templated point of disembarkation, the distance 
fi'Om the anchorage at Cat i ·Iand to the bayou 

62 miles, and the principal means of transport 

open boats, it became impossible that any move
ment of the troops could take place, until these 

gun-bJJats ·were destroyed. It was also an 

object to get .vossession of them in a service
able state, that they might assist, as well in 
tran porting the troops, as in the attack of any 

of the enemy's forts in the route ; therefore, 
42 launches, armed with 24, 18, and 12-pound 

carronades, and three unarmed gigs, <;arrying, 

aJtogethe•·, about 980 seamen and marines, 
placed under the orders of captain Lockyer, of 
the Sophie, left the ships on the night of the 12th. 

For the details of the short battle, endin()' in ::, 

the capture of five gun-boats, and an armed sloop, 
the reader is referrec to tbc British and American 

official accounts; t upon the latter of which we 
shall proceed to make a few obsenations. 

* L-atour's War in Louisiana, p S!J . 

+ App. Nos. 78. 79. 80. 81. and 82. 
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It does not appear, by captain Lockyer~s 

letter, than any attack was made upon the Sea
horse, Her destruction, therefore, by her com
mander, could only have been from a dread that 
she would be attacked; or, if she was attacked, no 
difficulty, and no casualties beyond her destruc
tion, occurred on either side. This is confirmed, 
as well by the American return of loss, as by 
the proceedings of the court of inquiry, held upon 
captain Jones and his officers; in which neither 
the Sea horse nor Mr. Johnson, her commander, 
is at all named. Captain Jones seems to have 
1nistaken the hour at which captain Roberts 
was detached to take the Alligator, for the time 
of her capture : fmm which service the division 
of boats did not return, till the capture of gun
boat No. 156 had been effected. The "delibe
rate fire" fmm one long 32, and four long 24s, 
did, owing to the tardy approach of the boats 
against " the force of the current," produce 
" much effect;" and, till lhe latter came within 
range of their carronades, could not be re
turned. It is singula1· that a nTiter, who gives 
captain Jones's letter in his Appendix, ~hould 
describe the latter's '' olljects of so small a size,'' 
as '' barges almost as larg-e as the gur~-boats 
themsehes."* Captain .Joues says, '' two boats 
sank." \\" e can assure him, that no other 
boat sank than the Tonuant's launch; and 

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 61. 
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every man in her was saved. The court of 
inquiry has preferred " several bargei"• to ''two 
boat"i." l\Iajor La tour himself thinks " a great 
number of barges and launches" t better than 
either. Captain Jones's account of the duration 
of the action must include the time during which, 
for the reasons already given, he had the firing 
all to himself. In less than 20 minutes after 
the British got alongside of the flag gun-boat, 
the whole five vessels were in their possession. 
The defence of the commodore's gun-boat did 
credit to all on board; nor could the others, when 
she was captured, have possibly withstood the 
force operating against them. It is captainJones's 
commentators with whom we have more parti
cularly to do. This officer must excuse us for 
remarking, that his " correct statem ent'' would 
better have deserved the name, ltad he contrasted 
the nature and caliber, as well as the number, 
of his own, with the number and caliber of his 
enemy's guns. l\"hy omit to notice the lZ 
swil'eJs, or half-pounders, or the two 5f inch 
howitzers, which were captured among· his guns? 
We will not dispute the numbers of his" effective'~ 
crews; yet, according to major Latour, the 
effective crew of gun-boat No. 65, '" hieh had 
been left to assist in guarding the Mississippi, 
amounted to 40 men.+ This gentleman's zeal 

• Latou r•s War in Louisiana, p. cxxx:iii. 

t lbid.p. l!H . 

t Ibid. 61. 



352 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

has carried him rather too far. Out of the state. 

ment in captain Jones's letter, that his vessels, 
at 2 P.M. on the 13th, "were in 12 or J 8 inches 
]ess water than their draught," the major has 

made out that, in the action on the 14th, ''it 
was impossible for the gun-boats to manreuvre," 
because " several of them were sunk 18 inches 
in the mud;" • and this, in spite of captain 
Jones's statemeqt :" At 3, 30, (on the 13th,) the 
flood-tide had commenced; got under weigh, 
making the best of my way towards the Petite 
Coquille."§ Captain Jones, in his estimate of 
our loss, rather over-rated the prowess of his 

men, as ""·ill be seen by the British returns.+ 
Major Latour, as a proof how much he is influ
enced by" the duty of impartiality'' and a" due 
regard to truth," scruples not to account for 
nearly two-thirds of this loss, by, what he calls, the 
"plain fact,"-that "180 men went down in one 
of the barges which were sunk." t After having 
already stated that no barge \vas sunk, nor men 
drowned, we have only to add, that the largest 
nu m her of men in any one of the barges was 31. 

If we seem to pass over our old friends .Messieurs 
Thomson, O'Connor, and Smith, it is not be
cause their statements are ]ess extravagant than 
those of our two new acquaintances, but because 
the latter enter more largeJy into the events of 

• Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 61. t I bid p. ~35. 

:1: App. No. 79. § App. No. so. 
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the Louisiana war. 1\Ir. John Henry Eaton, the 
biographist of general Jackson, taking the hint 
from major Latour, about the American gun~ 
.boats and British barges being nearly of the 
saJJJe size, presents his readers with the follow
ing statement:-

" The British had 
The Americana, 

Boats. 
43 

5 

38 

Men. 
1200 

182 

1018 

Guns. 
43 
23 

20" * 
Nothing could happen better; because it gives 

us an opportunity of exhibiting a statement also. 
Suppo~ing ~Jr. Eaton not to have known, that 
the smallest of his'' boats" was 75 tons bm·then, 
tlte History of the Tripolitan \Var would have 
informed him, that two or three of them l1ad· 
crossed the Atlantic and back in safety. Now 
for our statement :-

United States' "boat, 
No. 'l3. 

Broadside-metal { long guns, 
in rounds, carronades, 

"His Britannic Majesty's 
brig Hunter." t 

50 16 
g 12 

59 28 
Complement, 41 3g 
Size in tons, 11~ 74 

And did not the American conlmodore Mac
donough, in an official letter, designate two 
British vessels, the largest of which was two 
tons smaller than Mr. Eaton's" boat," as '' two 
sloops of war" ?t We need only add to what 
has already appeared respecting the state of 

• Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 261. 

t Nav. Hist. of the United ~tates, Vol. I. p. 24~ 
~ James's Nav. Occur. p. 420. 

VOL. II. A A 
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equipment of American gun-boats, • that those 
taken by captain Lockyer had polished mahogany 
traversing gun-caniages, and were lavishly sup
plied with ordnance-stores of eve•·y descrip-
tion. ,. 

The capture of the gun-boats having thus left 
open the entrance by the lakes, great consterna
tion prevailed at New Orleans. · General Jack
son, with a promptitude highly to h·is credit, 
redoubled his exertions; and, with what, in 
our despotic country, would be considered a 
stretch of power, proclaimed martial law. By 
way of sounding the British as to the route they 
.meant to take, commodore Patlerson, on the 
15th of December, sent a purser and doctor of 
the navy, u·ith a flag, under pretence '' of 
obtaining· correct information as to the situation 
of the officers and crews made prisoners on board 
the gun-boats, and of endtavouring to obtain 
their being suffered to return to town on parole."t 
Admiral Cochrane "·ery properly told them, 
'' that their visit was unseasonable, and that he 
could not permit them to return, until t_!le 
intended attack n·as made~ and the fate of New 
Orleans decided."t This was construed into. a 
'' wanton outrage on propriety," and all sorts of 
abuse lavished upon the Briti~h character. 

On the 16th the first division of troops, con
sist.ing of the 85th regimt-nt, landed at Isle aux 
Poix, a small swampy spot, at the mouth of 

• Seep. 200. t Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 75. 



GREAT :bRITAIN AND AMERICA. 355 

the Pearl river; about 30 miles from the anchor~ 
ao-e and nearly the same distance from the 
~ ' 

bayou Catalan, or Bienvenu, intended as the 
point of disembarkation. Various causes, as 
detailed in admiral Cochrane's Jettet·, • dela.fed 
the arrival of the boats at the fishermen's village, 
near the entrance of the bayou, till midnight on 
the 22d; when , immediately, the advance, con
sisting of 7f.O rank and file of the 4th, 402 rank 
and file of the 85th, and 396 rank and file of the 
95th regiments, also 100 sappers, miners, and 
-artillery men, with hvo 3-pounders, and 30 
rocketeers, in all 1688 men, under the command 
of colonel Thornton of the 85th, comm~nced 
ascending the bayou l\iazant, or principal 
branch of the Bien venu; and, at four o'clock 
on the follon:ing morning, landed at the extre
mity of Villere's canal, running from the bayou 
l\tlazant, towards the Mis~issippi. 

As the country around Nf:w Orleans possess_es 
' 'et·y peculiar features, a slight digression may 
be necessary. The bayou Bienvenu is the creek 
through which all the waters of a large basin, 
or swamp, about 80 miles in extent, bounded on 
the north by the Mississippi, on the west by 
New Orleans, on the north-west, by bayou Sau
vage, or Chef-meuteur, and on the east by Lake 
Borgne, into which it empties. It receives the 
streams of several other bayous, formed by the 

• A pp. No. 99. 

AA2 
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wate1·s of the surrounding cypress swamps and 
prairiei, as well as of innumerable littl~ stream!J 
from the low grounds along the river. It is naviga
ble for vessels of lOO tons, 12 miles from its mouth. 
Its breadth is f1·em 110 to 150 yards, and it has 
six feet water on the bar, at common tides, and 
nine feet at spring tides. Its principal branch 
is that which is caJled bayou .1\fazant, which 
runs towards the south-west, and r~ceives the 
waters of the canals of the plantations of Villere, 
Lacoste, and l.aronde, upon which the British 
afterwards established their principal encamp .. 
ment. The level of the great basin, on the bank 
of the principal ha you, is usualJy 12 feet below 
the banks of the ~lississippi. The overflowing 
of the waters of an those bayous and canals, 
occasioned by the tide of the sea, or by the winds 
raising the waters in the lake, forms, on all their 
banks, deposits of slime, which are continually 
raising them above the rest of the soil: so that 
the interval between two bayous is below the 
level of their banks, and the soil is generaHy 
covered with water and mud, in which aquatic 
plants, or large reeds, of the height of from six 
to eight feet, grow in abundance. It sometimes 
bappens that the rains, or the filtrated wate1·s, 
collected in these intervals, or basins, not finding 
a vent, form what are called trem.bling prai1·ies; 
which are at aU times impassable to men and 
domestic animals. The land in Lower Louisiana 
dopes in the inverse direction of the soil of other 



t.R£AT BRI'f A IN AND Al\IERICA. 357 

countries, being most elevated on the sides of 
the rivers, and sinking· as it recedes from them, 
The l\lississippi, at New Orleans, periodically 
S'-Yells 14 or 1;) feet ; and is then from three to 
four feet abo,·e the level of its banks. To con~ 
tine its waters within its bed, dikes or ramparts, 
called in Louisiana levees, have been raised on 
its banks, from the highlands towards its mouth, 
a little above the level of the highest swells ; 
without which precaution, the lands would be 
entirely overflowed, from four to five months in 
the year. The reader will now be better able 
to appreciate the difficulties our troops and 
seamen had to encounter, in ta·ansporting them
selves, theit· baggage, prorisions, and artillery, 
to the scene of operations on the left bank 
of the ~1ississippi. 

The spot at which the British advance had 
landed, was about a mile from a cypress wood, 
or swamp, of nearly a mile and a half in depth, 
running parallel to the Mississippi; between 
which and the border of the wood, is a slip 
of land, from 15 to 1700 yards wide, inter
sected by strong horizontal railings, and seve
ral wet ditches, or canals, and principally 
planted with sugar canes. Several large 
houses, with their out-offices and negro-huts, 
are scattered, at irregular distances, over this 
tract; along which passes, near to the levee, or 
·hank of the river, the high road to New Orleans. 
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At about noon on the 23d, the piquets of the. 
British advanced division arrived at M. Villere's 
house, standing upon the road-side, at the dis
tance of about six miles from the city. Here a 
company of the 3d regiment of militia was 
surprised and captured. Soon afterw~trds, 

colonel Thorn ton, with the remainder of his 
division, an;ved, and bivouacked upon the 
higher ground of the plantation, or that nearest to 
the river. 'fhis point had been reconnoitered, 
since the night of the 18th, by the honorable 
captain Spencer, of the Carron, and lieutenant 
Peddie, of the quarter-master-general's depart
ment. The~e officers, with a smugg-ler as their 
guide, had pulled up the bayou in a canoe, and 
advanced to the high road, without seeing any . 
persons, or preparations. 

After general " ' ilkinson, whose local know
ledge in this quarter no one will dispute, has 
stated, that lieutenant Jones, of the late Ameri
can flotilla, in answer to the particular enquiries 
put to him respecting the strength of Fort
Coquille, defending the entrance to Lak~ Pont'"' 
-chartrainc, reported it to mount, instead of eight, 
·-" 40 pieces of artilley," and to be gardsoned 
by, not 50,-but '' 500 men," and that, _in con
·sequence of the supposed strength of that posi
'tion, the British determined to advance by the 
bayou Bienvenu, he sa~ s :-'' To this direction 
of the invaders, and their halt after t~ey ha4 
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reached the bank of tlte 1 lissi ~j )pi, ma)·, under 

God, be ascribed tho salration of l\ew Orleans, 

and general Jack on's merited fame. By this 

approach, the enemy placed the American army 
in their front, lea ring its rear open to every 

species of resource, and its flanks perfectly 
secured by the river and the cypress swamps; a 

situation the mo t de. irable to a military chief, 

because it enables him to condense his force, 

and disembarrass his mind of every care and 

every concern, but that of marshalling his men 

and preparing for battle. Yet, as the enemy 
had, unpercei,·ed, got within two hour!!!' march 

of the city, if they had proceeded directly for

ward, the advantages of general Jackson's posi
tion, which afterwards became all important, 
could not have a,·ailed him; because the enemy 

would have carried surpri~e "ith them, would 
have fuund the American corps dispersed, • 
without concert, and unprepared for combat ; 

and, making the attack with a superior nume

rical force of disciplined troops, against a body 

composed chiefly of irregulars: under such cir

cumstances, no soldier of experience will pause 

for a conclusion. The most heroic bravery 

would have proved unavailing, and the capital 

of Louisiana, with its millions of property, 

would have been lost. But, blinded by con
fidence, beguiled by calculations injurious to 

• App. No. 85. 
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the honor of the high-mettled patriot-sons of 
Louisiana, and considering the game safe, they 
gave themselves up to security, took repose, and 
waited for reinforcements." • 

Why the British did not approach by the way 
of Lake Pontchartrain, and take the city of New 
Orleans in the rear, the general has himself, 
partly explained, in the 1·use de guerre of lieuten
ant Jones, or, rather, of Mr. Shields, commodore 
Patterson's purser.' \Ve say, partly explained, 
because we know this route was suggested by 
several experienced British officers. Had general 
"\Vilkinson been aware that, instead of '' 4980,'' 

nlttjor-general Keane, even when his reinforce
ment came up at 10 o'clock on the night of the 
23d, had only 2050 men ; and had the general 
reflected, what labour and fatigue these men 
had undergone since their departure from lsle 
aux Poix, on the morning· ofthe preceding day, 
be would not have condemned the British for 
taking repose on their arriYal at Viller6's ; more 
especially, when, instead of " 3000," or, a., 
major Letour says, " 5000," the British laad 
been informed by 1\Ir. Ducros, and several other 
pl'isoners, (who, the night pre,-ious, had settled 
their plans,) that there were from " 13 to 14000" 

troops in the city, and from'' 3 to 4000" at a 
fort at the " English turn," + a bend of the 

* 'WilkiRson's l\fem. Vol. I. p. 537. 

t Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 101. t Ibid. p. 66. 
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river, about 10 miles below the British 

encampment. 
General Jackson received intelligence of the ar· 

rival of the British at Villere's farm, at about two 
o'clock P.l\1. on the 23d; and major Letour, who 
was the reconnoitring officer," judged that their 
number must amount to 16 or 1800." • Not 
satisfied with this account, major-general Jack· 
son sent forward " colonel Baynes, inspector 
general of the division;" but, says major latour, 
"he had no opportunity to form a correct e!!itimate 
of their number, which he . made to a:Qlount to 
no more than 200 men." Here we have an iql· 
portant fact; accounting for general Jackson'it 
ready advance to the attack; and affording 
an answer to the page-fulls of bombastical 
stuff, that pervade all the American accounts. 
Major Latour gives a detailed estimate of 
general Jackson's force, on this occasion, 
making it amount to " 2131 men." t The ·ea .. 
rolina schooner, which combined in the attack, 
mounted twelve 12-pound carronades, and 
two long guns of the same caliber, with a crew 
of about 90 men. '\\"hen she opened her fire, 
several British soldiers, taking her to be an 
unarmed vessel, were actually standing upoq 
the levee, looking at her. The Caroline had not, 
at this time, any other vessel in company.t 

The reinforcement that reached colonel Thorn. 

* Latour's Warin Louis. p. 88. t lb. p. 105. t A pp. No. 83. 
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tou on the night of the attack amounted, not to 

"2900 men," but to only 230 rank and file of 
the 21st, and 140 rank and file of the 93d regi

ments; total 370 men: making the aggregate 

British force, just at the clobe of the attack, 

2050 men. \Vith the"e explanatory particulars 

before him, the reader can rake the details of 

the battle from the official accounts on both 

sides. • The Ameritan commentators, particu

larly our two new historians, have indulged 

themselves in such a rhapsody of falsehoods and 

contradictions, that we shall leave their" faithful 

l1istories'' to work their own effect. On the 
morning of the 24th, the L nited States' ship 

Louisiana, of sixteen long 12-pounders, and 

a crew of upwards of 130 men, joined the Caro
lina. The loss of the British, on the 23d and 

24th, the details of which are given in the official 

retut·n,t amounted to 46 killed, 167 wounded, 

and 62 missing: total 2i5. The Americans, 

who, as the Briti&h 3-pounders were not brought 

into use, had only musketry to contend with, 

sustained a loss, on the 23d, as particularized 

in theit· returu,t of 24 killed, 115 wounded, 

and 7 4 missing ; total 213. 
. The enemy's ship and schoone1· continuing a 
heavy and destructive cannonade upon the 

British troops, a battet·y of, not as major La tour 

says, '' se\'eral 12 and IS-pounders,'' but of five 

* A pp. N_o. 83, 85, and 87. t A pp. No. 84. ! A pp. No. 86. 
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9 and 6-pounder£, the heaviest artillery which 

had then been got up, was, by day-light on the 
morning of the 27th, in readiness to act. The 

' . second hot shot lodged in the schooner s main-
hold, under her cables, and pre,ently set her on 
tire. Soon afterwards, her crew, with the 
loss of one killed and six wounded, took to their 
boats, and reached the shore. By some gross 
mismanagement on our part, the artillery, 
instead of being, immediately that the Carolina 

was seen to be on fire, directed against the 
powerful ship Louisiana, whose " powder
magazine was above water,"* continued to 
play upon the flatlJing wreck. 'rhen the latter 
exploded, which was not till an hour after 
the commencement of the firing, the British 
guns were directed against the ship; but her 
commander, aware of the danger to which the 
situation of his magazine exposed him, had 
wisely employed "100 men of his crew," • in 
towing the Louisiana out of gun-shot. 

Since the evening of the 25th, major-general 
sir Edwarrl Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs, 
had arrived at head-quarters ; the former to 
take command of the army, now augmented, by 
fresh arrivals from the anchorage, to.a}?out,-not, 

as .major La tour says, " 9 or lOOOO,"t but-5040 
rank and file. The prevailing frosts had greatly 
improved the road from the landing place ; and 

* I..atour's War in Louiiiaoa, p. 118. t lbiu- p. 125. 
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rendered a passage across the swamps, in most 
directions, less difficult than usual. At thi~ 
titi1e the real strength of ·Fort-Coquille was gene~ 
rally known in camp; and some one proposed· 
for the army to he moved back, by a route 
pointed out, to Lake Pontchartrain; and thence, 
after taking the forts Coquille and St. John, (in 
which there would be no difficulty;) to proceed 
down bayou St. John, to the rear of l\ew Orleans. 
The attack in front, with t;uch an army, was, 
however, thought to be the readiest, as it cer
tainly was the boldest mode. 

There is no means of judging of the strength of 
the American position, hut by a fuJJ description. 
Fortunately, we are enabled to give that in the 
very words of the ehgineer who superintended 
the construction of the lines. By way of stiU 
further elucidation, we have made use of major 
La tour's plan or sketch;'* which, although it has 
teference to the operations of a subsequent day, 
1·epresents, except as to some of the guns, the 
same lines which were now about to be attacked. 
-" Jackson's lines, within five miles of the city 
.of New Orleans, and running along the limits of 
~odriguez's and Chalmette's plantations, wel'e 
;but one of those antient miH-races so common 
in Louis~na, extending from the bank of tha 
,iver to the cypress swamp. It has a] ready been 
.seen, frop1 JPY .description of the form of tbe soil 

• Sec Plate VII. 
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in Lower Louisiana, and fron1 its shelving from 

the river towards the swamps, that, when th~ 
Mississippi is swelled to its greatest height, the 
Jevel of the surfaue of its waters is some feet 

above that of the contig·uous soil, and from 12 

to 15 feet above that of the praries and bayous, 

which, at those periods, receive the waters flow

ing from the l\lississippi. To add to the ma s 
and the force of the water, the planters dig 
canals a few feet deep, throwing the earth on 

both sides, so as to afford a mass of water from 
eight to eleven feet deep; and, at the head of 
these canals~ which are commonly 25 feet wide, 
are co·nstructed saw-mills. The canal on which 

Jackson's lines were formed, had ]ong been 

abandoned, haring no longer any mill to turn; 

so that its banks had fallen in, and raised its 

bottom, which was covered with grass, present
ing, rather, the appearance of an old draining 
ditch, than of a canal. On the 24th of Decem

ber, general Jackson had taken this position ; 

and, that it \vas well chosen, wiJI sufficiently 

appear, on an inspection of the map. I will 

only observe, that those Jines leave the least 

possible space between the river and the wood, 

and that from the lines to Villere's canal, the 

depth of the high land continually increases, and 
is at Laronde's plantation nearly three times ~ 

great as at the lines. As soon as this position 

was chosen, the troops began to raise a parapet, 
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leaving the ditch as it was, except that, by cutting 
the road, it was laid under water, as there was 
then a temporary rise of the river. Earth was 
fetched from the rear of the 1ine, and thrown 
carelessly on the left (or inner) bank; where tlae 
earth had been thrown when the bank was ori
ginally dug. The hank on the right (or ou.tet·) 
side, being but little elevated above the soil, 
formed a kind of glacis. All the pales of &.he 
fences in the vicinity were taken to line the 
parapet, and prc,·ent the earth from falling· into 
the canal. All this was done at various inter
vals, and by ditrerent corps-, owing to the fre
quent mutations in the disposition of the troops. 
This circumstance, added to the cold, and to 
incessant rain, rendered it impossible to observe 
any regularity as to the thickness and height 
of the parapet; which, in some places, was as 
much a~ 20 feet thick at the top, though hardly 
five feet high; whilst, in other place , the ecemy's 
balls rrent through it at the base. On the lst 
of Janu:.wy, there was but a Yery small proportion 
of the line able to n ithstand the balls ; but, on 
the 8th of January, 1 he whole extent, as· far as 
the n:ood, was proof against the enemy's cannon. 
The length of the line was about a mile, ~ome
what mnre than half of which ran fr01i1 the 
river to the wood, the re-mainder extending into 
the wood, where the line .took a direction to
wards the left, which rested on a CJpress swamp 
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almost impassable. Enonuous holes in the soil, 
made impassable by thei r being full of water 
from the canal, rendered a bend in the line• 
unavoidab)e."t 

The manner in which the artillery was after
wards distributed, and the number and caliber 
of the pieces, appear on the plan. It is only neces
sary to state here, that they consisted of one 32, 

three 24, one 18, three 12, and two 6-pounder 
long-guns, and one 9t and one 6-inch howitzer ; 
totall2 guns: but 'not aboYe half of them were 
mounted on the 28th of December. In case of 
beingdriven from this strong line, general Jackson 
had caused to be constructed two other lines in 
his rear; the nearest, o1· Dupre's line, at the dis
tance of a mile and a half, and the third, or Mon
treuilline, at the distance of two miles and a q uar
ter, from his outer, or main line. l- or had the 
opposite, or right bank of the river, which even 
exceeded the left in capability of defence, been 
neglected. Boisgervais' canal, at the distance 
of three miles from the city, had been selected; 
and the labour of 150 negroes, for six days, com
pleted the parapet along the whole length of the 
canal, and levelled the earth to form a glacis on 
the opposite side. There was, also, opposite to the 
city, on the bank of the river, ·a strong redoubt, 
formed by a brick-kiln ; surrounded by a ditch, 
2:5 feet "' ide, with a glacis and parapet/ A 
palisade extended along its whole length on ~he 

* See Plate VII. t La tour's War in Louisiana, p.. M9 .. 
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inside. The redoubt was furnished with a 
powder-magazine, and mounted with two 24-
pounders; which commanded both the road and 
the river. • 

The British commander determined to make 
a demonstation upon the enemy's fortified line 
on the left bank. Accordingly, at day-light on 
the morning of the 28th, the troops moved for
ward in hYo columns; driving in the whole of 
the enemy's line of out-posts. During the 
advance of the British, the ship which had been 
so unfortunately spared, opened a heavy enfilad
ing fire upon them; and continued it during 
the whole of the forenoon. t Her fire, and that 
from the enemy's heavy pieces at his works, did 
considerable execution. On the 30th commodore 
Patterson planted behind the levee on the right 
bank a 24-pounder, anrl on the next day, two 12-
pounders; with which he threw shot quite into 
the British camp. Our loss between the 25th 

and 31st, as detailed in the return, amounted to 
16 killed, 38 wounded, and two missing ; total 
56.+ The Americans acknowledge a loss of nine 
killed; and eight wounded,§ on shore, and of 
one wounded on board the ship; total 18. 

By the evening of the 31st, after considerable 
difficulty, ten ship IS-pounders, and four 24- · 
pound carronades were brought up the canal, 
in boats, aqd four of the formet· were placed in 

• Latour•a War in Louisiana, p. 125. 
i A pp. Nos. 80 aad-00. t A pp. No. 94. ~ App. No. !>1. 
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a battery, formed with hogsheads of sugar, on 
the main road, to fire upon the ship, if she 
dropped down the river. Some other battet·ies 
were, in the mean time, constructed. The first 
of Januar.r was ushered in with a very thick fog, 
which did not begin to disperse till 1owards 
eight o'clock. As soon as the horizon cleared 
up, the British opened their batterie. upon the 
American line. ~' Our batteries," says major 
Latom·, " were the principal objects against 
which the enemy's fire was directed; but we 
were not less intent in demolishing his; for, 
in about an boUI·'s time, our balls dismounted 
several of his guns; and, when the firing ceased, 
the greater part of his artillery was unfit for 
service. Justice obliges us to acknowledge, that 
the fire of the British was, for a long time, vigo
rously kept up, and well-directed."* All this 
-while, commodore Patterson's guns, on the oppo
site bank, shared in the engagement. t A sud
den change now took place in the weather; ·and, 
so deep was the soil, that it required the greatest 
exertions of the whole army, aided by the sea
men, at this time serving with it, to retire the 
remaining guns a short distance, bef01 .. e day-
light the next morning. · 

Failing to make any impression upon the 
enemy's parapet, and unable to approach his 
flanks; on his right, owing to the river, and on 

• Latotrr's War iu Louisiana, p. 133. t App. No. 92. 
VOL. 11. H ~ 
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his left, owing to the impassable swamp by 

which it was so well secured, the British com

mander-in-chief determined to wait for the ex

pected reinforcements, under major-general 

_Lambert. We may ~bserve, in this place, what 

great advantage would have been derived from 

the 2 .or 3000 Choctaw Indians and Negroes, 

who were ready, and might have been brought 

from West Florida. During the 2d and 3d of 

January commodore Patterson, hal'ing landed 

four. more 12-pounders, and erected a furnace 

for heating shot, caused, till the evening of the 

5th, considerable destruction in the British 

camp. Our loss, as detailed in the returns,• 

amounted to 32 killed, 44 wounded, and two 

missing; total 78; that of the Americans, on the 

1st of January, 11 killed, and 23 wounded; 

total 34. t On the four succeeding days, the 

cannonade, owing to the ruinous state of the 

British batteries, was wholly on the side of 

the Americans. " Our artillery," says major 

Latour, " continufid to fire on the enemy; and, 

whenever a group of four or the men shewed 

themselves, they were instantly dispersed by our 

balls or shells. The advantage we derived from 

that almost incessant cannonading, on both 

banks of the Mississippi, was, that we exercised 

our gunners, annoyed the enemy to such a 

degr2e, t_hat he could not work at any fortifica· 

. • A pp. No. ~5. t A pp. No. g3. 
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tion · nor indeed, come within the reach of our 
' ' 

cannon bv dar and was deprived of all repose . . ' 
during the night." • 

On the 4th of January general Jackson re
ceived the long-expected reinforcement of 2250 

Kentuckians; t and, on the 6th, the British re
ceived their expected reinforcement of tbe 7tb 

and 43d regiments. On that very day a deser
ter informed general Jackson of the intended 
attack; as well as that the British were digging 
out Villere·~ canal, and extending it, in order to 
get their boats into the river, ready for a simul
taneous attack on the opposite side. In the 
meanwhile m~or-g·eneral Morgan had thrown 
up two fre~h lines, in advance of his works at 

Boisgervais' canal. l pon these, and commo
dore Patterson's battery on the river-side, t were 
mounted 1.6 guns. The last-named officer ac
tually saw, and reported, contrary to the belief 
of sir Alexander Cochrane, § the operations on 
Villere's canal: 11 ir. short, the Americans were 
fully apprized, that their works on both sides 
o.f the river would be attacked on the morning 
of the 8th. " In . our camp," says major La

tour, " all was composure ; the officers were 
ordered to direct theit· subalterns to be ready 
on the first signal. Half the troops passed the 

* Latour's \Var in Louisiana, p. 143. 

t Eaton's Life of Jaekson, p, 33'!. · · t Sl!e Plate VII. 
~ App. No. 99. 11 App. No. l02. 
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night behind the breastwork; relieving each 
other occasionally. Every one waited for day 
with anxiety and impatience, but with calm 
intrepidity; expecting to be vigorously attacked, 
and knowing that the enemy had then from ' 1~ 
to 15,000 bayonets to bring into actiou, besides 
~000 sailors, and some marines."* This preli ... 
minary puff might pass_, but for the statement 
Jtbout the strength of the British for~es. We 
will first point out where the major contradicts 
himself. His " list of tbe several corps corn. 
posing the British army, at the time of its land
ing on the shores of the Mississippi,. with an 
.estimate of their respective force,"-wherein we 
find the " 40th regiment,'' and a '' detachment 
of the 62d regiment," that did not land ti11 lhe 
J lth of Januat·y, stated, together, at " 1360 
men," the " rocket-brigade, artillery, drivers, 
engineers, sappers and miners," at '' 1500,'' 
;~nd the " royal marines, and sailOrs taken from 
the fleet," as high as '' 3500,"-makes a total of 
pnly '' 14450 ;" t less, by 2000 and upwards, 
than the amount which he had previously 
told us was " ready for aetion." Again; the 
nutl}bet·s upon the major's diagram, or plaq 
of the battle of the 8th, run thus: " Main 
attack of the British, supposed to be between 8 
and 9000 ~trong ;"-" Left column of the British, 

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. lH. 
t Ibid. his Appendix, No. 44. 
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supposed 1200 strong." Add to this number' 
the 800 stated as the British force upon the 
right bank ; and we have, as the total upon both 
sides of the ri rer, 12500, instead of " from 12 to 
15000, besides 2000 sailors, and some marines." 

This is the enemy's, now for the British, 
account of our force. Previously to the attack 
on the morning of the 8th, we had, includ
ing fatigue-parties and }'lqUets, and eYery 
description of force on shore, the following 
rank and file: 14th light dragoons, 295 ; royal 
artiHery, 570; sappers and miners, 98; staff 
corps, 57 ; 4th foot, 747; 7th, 7.:50; 21st, 800; 
43d, 820; 44th, 427; 85th, 298 ; 93d, 775; 
95th, 276; and 1st and 5th \fest India regi
ments, (blacks,) 10--10; total, 6953 men; just 
2643less than major Latour's estimated strength 
of those 14 corps. By adding 1200, for the 
seamen and marines from the fleet, we haYe 
8153 for the total amount of the British on 
sJ!ore. Deducting 853 ~men for the fatigue
parties, piq uets, guards at the hospitals, &c. 
leaves 7300 men for the British force, " ready 
for action.," on both sides of the river, at o1· 
before day-light, on the morning of the 8th of 
January. To this force \-vas added a battery, 
hastily thrown up, of six IS-pounders; besides 
a brigade of 9, 6, and 3-pounders, and one 
howitzer. With the details of the force at 
general Jackson's lines, we ,haye nothing to do. 
The following extract from M1·. O'Connor's 
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book will suffice. " From an official account," 
says he, '' it appeared, that the numbe( of men 
under command of general Jackson, and actu
ally engaged against · the enemy, on the 8th of 
January, amounted to 4698."* This was on 
the left bank: on the right bank, we have 400 
men, sent across, on the mornin~ of the 8th, 

'-' 

under the celebrated French general, Humbert, 
and 1500, t already on that side, under major
general lVIorgan and commodore Patterson ; 
making a total force, on both sides of the river, 
of 6198 men. The American artillery, including 
the batteries on the opposite bank, and only 
half the guns of the Louisiana, consisted of 
upwards of 30 pieces. 

For the order of attack, and the disposition 
of the different corps, we must refer the reader 
to major-general Lambert's letter.t An unavoid
able delay had occurred in getting the boats into 
the Mississipvi; where they were required to 
carry across troops, in order to attack general 
Morgan's lines : and then a circumstance, which 
happened at the very onset, gave a fatal turn 
to the first misfortune. The 44th regiment, 
owing chiefly to the negligence of its comman
der, failed to be in readiness with the fascines 
and ladders. These had been placed in a redoubt, 
1200 Jards from the enemy's lines; by whicl1 

• Hist. of the War, p. 291. 

t Eaton's Life of Ja.ckson, p. 336; vide Erratum. 

t App. No. 96. 



GREAT BRITAIN A:\'D AMERICA. 37.5 · 

redoubt the 44th, in its way from camp to its 
station, passed, till it at-rived at the advanced 
battery, about 500 yards nearer to the enemy's 
line. The misunderstanding, for such it was, being 
now, for the first time, cleared up, the com
manding· officer of the 't4th, lieutenant-colonel 
Mullins, (onl.r a captain in the rog·iment,) sent 
back300 men, under lieutentant-colonel Debbeig, 
to bring up the fascines and ladders. Before the 
44th returned, the firing bad commenced; and 
many of the men threw down their" heavy" loads, 
and took to theit· muskets. 1'he1·e was not one 
ladder placed;* a] though some were thrown 
in the ditch. \r hat followed we cannot describe 
bette1·, than in the sworn depositions of two dis
tinguished officers, examined at colone~ l\'lullins's 
court-martiaL Major sir John Tylden, of the 
43d regiment, says:-'' On the morning of the 
8th of January, I was in the field, as senior officer 
on the adjutant-general's department. I accom
panied sir E. Pakenham, shortly after four 
o'clock, to the house of major-general Gibbs. 
Immediately on his arrival, general Gibbs re
ported to sir E. Pakenham, in my presence, that 
colonel Mullins had neglected to obey the order 
given him the evening before, in not having his 
regiment at the head of the column, with the 
fascines and ladders, but tLat he had immedi
ately, on finding it out, sent an officer to the 
regiment to hurry them on ; that the mistake 

* Court-martial on lieutenant.colonel Mullins,- p. ~6. 
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might be rectified, and that he was in momen.; 
tary expectation of a report from that regiment. 
Sir E. Pakenham then ordered me to find out 
the 44th regiment, and to know if they had got 
the fascines aud ladders, and to ascertain (the 
probability) ofthei1· getting pp in their situation 
ip column. I did so, and f{)und the 44th 
regiment moving off at the redoubt, just before 
day, in a most irregular and unsoldierlike man
ner, with the fascines and ladders. I then re· 
turned, after some time, to sir E. Pakenham, 
and reported the circumstance to him ; stating 
that, by the time which had elapsed since I left 
them, they must have arrived in their situation 
in column. Shortly after the signal of attack 
was given, I rode with sir E. Pakenham toward 
the column. In passing towards the head of 
the column, we saw several parties of the 44th 
regiment straggling about the ground n'ith their 
fascines and ladders ; and some of them had, even 
then, commenced firing. On arriving at the 
column, a check and confusion had taken place, 
and the firing was becoming general throughout 
the whole of the column. Genera) Gibbs came 
up to sir Edward Pakenham, and said, in my 
bearing·, ' I am sorry to have to repm·t to you, 
the troops will not obey me; tlwy will not follow 
me.' At this moment there certainly was great 
confusion prm'ailing in the column. Sir E. 
Pakenham pulled off his hat, and · rode to the 
head of the column, and cheered the men on, 
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and in that act fell. At this time, I had just 
returned from the other flank of the column, 
and havinO' been at both flanks, and at the heacl 

::1 

ofthe column, I can positively assert, there was 
not a single man of the t.l-4th regiment in front. 
I then rode to the rear, to report the death of 
sir Edward Pakenham. In going to the rear, 
I saw several parties of the 21st and 44th regi .. 
ments running to the rear, and firing in all 
directions, in the most disorderly manner I ev.et 
witnessed. I also saw, scattered in several partli 
of the field, several of the fascines and ladders. 
I reported the substance of my testimony to 
major-general sir John Lambert." *- lVJajor 
M'Dougal, of the 85th regiment, says thus:-
" I was aide de camp to major-general Pakeo
ham, and, on the signal of attack being given 
on the morning of the 8th January, I accom
panied him to the front. He expressed himself 
in the strongest terms, relative to the 44th 
regiment. The column of attack appeared to 
be moving in a regular manner; and he expressed 
his confidence on the event of the attack: how
~ver, a firing commenced; and, presently after
wards, I saw many individuals of the 44th regi .. 
ment , as well as a group of three or four_, scattered 
over the field, some of them running to the rear • 
with the fascines on their shoulders. Sir Edward 
Pakenham said,-' For shame, recollect you are 

• Court-martial on lieutenant-colonel Mullina, p. 10. 
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British soldiers; this is the road you ought to 
take;' but with little avail. On getting up to 
the columns the firing had extended to the 
rear, and the whole column was a mass of firing 
and confusion, and the head of the column 
had ·checked. Sir Edward Pakenham placed 
himself in front ; and, by his exertions, got 
the firing very nearly to cease, although not 
altogether; and the column which he led in 
person began to move forward. "\\-hen he had 
conducted them about 30 or 40 yards, he re
ceived a wound, and his horse at the same 
moment was shot under him; and, almost 
immediately afterwards, n·hen he had mounted 
the second horse, he receifed another shot, which 
deprived him of life, and , by the fall of their 
]eader, deprived the column of its best chance 
of recovering success. On his fall, the firing 
recommenced with all its fury; and, beJond the 
spot where the gtmeralled them, the head of the 
column did not advance. The ground presented 
no obstacle to the advance oft he column, or any 
thing that should have occasioned straggling in 
a corps reg·ularly formed and duly attended to, 
had the regiment originally been properly 
formed. At no period in the field did I see any 
part of the 44th regiment in a body; there were 
some at the head of the column, many at the 
flanks and rear of th~ column: I particularly 
remarked several of the soldiers of that regiment 
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throwing down the fascines. and ladders to corn· 
mence firing. It is my opinion, that the whole 
confusion of the column proceeded from the 
original defective formation of the _ 44th ; the 
fall of sir Edward Pakenham deprived the 
column of its best chance of success; and, had 
the column moved forward according to order, 

the enemy's lines would have been carried with 
little loss. \lhen the fire from our column 
co:::nmenced, the fire from the enemy's was but 
mere spit of fire, nothing to check a moving 
column."* 'Ve may here notice a slight error 
in major-general Lambert's despatch. It was 

bt·igade-major \Vilkinson, and not major-genet:al 
sir Edward Pakenham, who fell on the glacis 

of the enemy's line. The latter fell near the 
spot marked on the diagram. t 

Had it not been for the misbehaviour of the 
44th regiment, sir Edward Pakenham's life 
·might have been spared; and, with such an 
officer to command in chief, the day must have 

been ours. The two officers, the best able to : 
succeed him, fell also; one mortaJJy, the other 
severely wounded. It is idle to accuse the 

44th and 21st, (part of which regiment equa1ly 
misbeha'\"'ed,) of cowardice. To refute suoh a 
charge, it is sufficient to state, that the men of 

those regiments were chiefly lri~hmen. The 21st · 

* Court-martial ou lieutenant-colonel Mullins p s· ' . . 
t St!e Plate VII. 
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and 44th were not, however, as major Latour 
jeeringly calls them, " 'Vellington's heroes :" 
they came from the Mediterr.anean,-from Tar .. 
ragona; and were, certainly, the two worst dis
ciplined corps upon the field at New Orleans. 
The second battalion of the 44th had gained· 
1·epute under the duke of Wellington, and been 
always in a high state of discipline: it was 
at this time in Europe. ':Vhere was the propet· 
commanding officer of the fhst battalion of the 
44th? We are sorry to be compelled to say, that 
colonel Brooke was present, but not at the head 
of his regiment; owing, it would seem, to some 
pique or misunderstanding. Comparing his 
competency with the notorious incompetency of 
lieutenant-colonel M ullins, colonel Brooke has 
much to answer f01·. Major Latour having 
heard, as he could not fail to do, that the check 
in the advance of the right British column arose 
from the want of the fascines and ladders, 
describes the men as " shouldering theit· muskets, 
and all carrying fascines, and some with lad
det·s."* Here he is outdone by Mr. O'Connor ; 
who, in his representation of the action,. has 
actually placed a ]adder, and a loug one too, 
directly against the parapet. 

Colonel Rennie, of the engineers, at the head 
of a division of the British left brigade, under 
major-general Keane, was directed, as we gather 

* Latour·s 'V ar in J .. ouisiana, p .. 15-t. 
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from the American accounts, (for the British 
official letter contaius no details,) to storm an 
unfinished redoubt upon the enemy'sright. "The 
detachment ordered against this place," says 
genera) Jackson's biograpbist, " formed the left 
of general Keane's command. Rennie executed 
his orders with great brm·ery; and, urging for
ward, arrived at the ditch. His advance wai 
.greatly annoyed by commodore Paitcrson's bat
tery on the left bank, and the cannon mounted 
on the redoubt; but, reaching our works, and 
passing the ditch, Rennie, sword in hand, 
leaped on the wall, and, caUing to his troops, 
bade them to fo1Iow: he had scarcely spoken, 
when he fell, by the fatal aim of our riflemen. 
Pressed by the impetuosity of superior numbers 
who were mounting the wa11, and entering at 
the embrasures, our troops had retired to the 
line, in rear of the redoubt. A momentary 
pause ensued, but only to be interrupted with 
increased horrors . . Captain Beal, with the city 
riflemen, cool and self possessed, perceiving tha 
enemy in his front, opened upon them, and, at 
every discharge, brought the object to the 
ground. To advance, ot· maintain . the point 
gained, was equa1Jy impracticable for the 
enemy: to retreat or surrender was the only 
alternative; forthey already perceived the divi
sion on the right thrown into confusion, and 
hastily leaving the field."* The situation of 
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these brave fellows, thus aban·doned, rimy be 
easily conceived: they were, nearly all, killed 
or taken prisoners. The fire fron1 the musketry 
ceased at about half-past eiO'ht · that froin the 

~ ' 
artillery, not till half-past two in the afternoon·. 
The Briti~h loss, on both banks, amounted to 
290 killed; 1262 wounded; and 484 missing;. t 
total, not, as the American accounts say, "about 
2600," hut 2036. As a proof what little op
portunity there was, on the part of general Jack
son's troops, for displaying any other qualities 
than skill in the use of the rifle and great guns~ 
theAmerican loss, on the left bank, amounted 
to no more than seven killed and six wounded ; 
and, on both banks, to only · 13 killed, 39 
wounded, and 19 missing: total 71. :t 

"Ye shall conclude our account of the battle on 
the left bank of the Mississippi, with the opinions 
of two American, or rather of one French and one 
American military officer. upon the quafity and 
behaviourofthe British troops; as well as upon the 
merits ·of the plan of attack, in which they so 
unfortunately f<1iled. ''It is well known," says 
major Latour, " that agility is not the distinc
tive quality of British troops. Their movement 
is, in general, sluggish and difficult ; steady, 
but too precise; or, at least, more suitable for 
a pitched battle, or behind intrenchments, than 

• Ea ton's Life of J ackson, p. 34ct. 
! App. No. 103. 

t App: No. lOO • . 
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for an assault. The British soldiers showed, on 
this occasion, that it is not without reason that 
they are said to be deficieut in agility. The 
enormous load they had to carry contributed, 
indeed, not a little to the difficulty of their 
movement: besides their knapsacks, usual1y 
weighing nearly 30 pounds, and their muskets, 
.too heavy by, at least, one-third, almost all of 
them had to carry a fascine, from nine to 10 

inches in diameter, and four feet long, made of 
sugar-canes, perfectly ripe, and consequently 
\'ery heavy, or a ladder from 10 to 12 feet long.''* 
" Instead of '' almost al1," only 300 of the 
British troops had to carry fascines and ladders; 
and these were, in truth, so heavy, especially 
when to be carried, in haste, neady three quarters 
of a mile, that most of the men threw down 
their loads long before they reached the ditch, 
As there \.Yas an abundance of dry cane on the 
spot, it is rather surprising that the ripe or green 
should have been selected; particularly for the 
fascines. Owing to the rain that had been 
falling, as well as to general Jackson's l1aving, 
by cutting down the levees, flooded the country, 
the ground over which the troops had to march, 
was not the best calculated for displaying their 
" agility." Major La tour proceeds:-'' The 
duty of impartiality, incumbent on him who 
relates military events, obliges me to observe,, 

* Latour's 'Var in Louisiana, p. 161, 
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that the attack made on Jackson's lines, by the 

British, on the 8th of January, must have been 

determined on by their generals, without any 

consideration of the ground, the weather, or the 

difficulties to be surmounted, before they could 

storm lines, defended by militia indeed, but by 

militia whose valor they had already witnessed, 

with soldiers bending under the weight of their 

loads; when a man, unincumbered, would, that 

day, have found it difficult to mount our breast

works, at leizure, and with circumspection, so 

extremely slippery was the soil. Yet those 

office1·s had had time, and abundant opportunity, 

to observe the ground, on which the troops were 

to act. Since their arrival on the banks of the 

Mississippi, they had sufficiently seen the effects 

of rainy weather, to form a just idea of the diffi

culty their troops n10st have experienced, in 

climbing up our intrenchments, e\'en had the 

column been allowed to advance, without oppo

sition, as far as the ditch. But they were blinded 

by their pride."* Major-general \\-iJkinson, on 

the same subject, says:-" On this memorable 

day, sir Edward Pakenbam, disdaining to 

avail himself of local circumstances, or to profit 

by professional slill, determined to carry New 

Orleans at the point of the baJonet, in the face 

of day, exposing himself to showers of canister, 

and triple ranks of infantry and riflemen. He 

• J ... atour'i ·war in Louisiana, p.161. 
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was slaughtered, and repulsed; and, as the 
whole operations were confined to the perpen
dicular march of columns against a straight line, 
defended by stationary batteries and battalions, 
the subject •·eq uires no further elucidation, than 
that the passire resolution of the American 
citizen vanquished the active courage of the 
British veteran." • In justice to sir Edward 
Pakenham's memory, it is right to state, that 
the attack was intended to be made before day-
l io·ht could the difficult and arduous service of 0 ) 

tracking the boats to the l\lississippi have been 
executed in time. t 

At last, 50 barges, launches, and pinnaces 
were launched; and 298 of the 85th regiment, 
along with about 200 seamen and marines, under 
the command of -colonel Thorn ton, were crossed 
over. Three of the boats, armed with carronades, 
called by that officer " gun-boats" t co-ope
rated in the attack. The American force on this 
side was, as already stated, 1500 men. The 
progress and successful result of the expedition 
will be found, fully detailed, in the British and 
American official accounts.§ By the returns of 
loss on the 8th, only two of the 85th were killed; 
41 wounded; and one missing. The seamen 
and marines (suppo1:>ing none to have fallen on 
the left bank) lost four killed and 35 wounded; 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 541. t A pp. No. 96. 
t A pp. No. 97. ~ A pp. Nos, 97, 98, 101, and 102. 
VOL, ll. cc 
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total six killed, 76 wounded, (an unusual pro

portion,) and one missing; grand total 83. 

Commodore Patterson's guns, and not the rifles 

of the flying Kentuckians, '' the meritorious 

conquerors of Tecumseh," occasioned the chief 

of colonel Thornton's loss. The American loss 

is not distinctly specified in the returns, but 

was very trifling. The behaviour of the Ameri

can troops on the right, shews what we should 

have had to fear from the '' valor" of those on 

the left bank, had only half of sir Edward's 

army got behind their works. Colonel Thorn

ton, at the end of his letter, is very positive, 

that lieutenant- colonel Gubbins, whom, on 

crossing over to have his wound dressed, he 

had left, with a force that, including the rein

forcement of seamen and marines, did not exceed 

700 men, would retain possession of the captured 

lines. But colonel Dickson, of the artillery, 

'' did not think it could be held with security 

by a smaller corps than 2000 men.'J * The con

sequence of this unfortunate report was, that 

major-general Lambert, now the commanding 

·officer, ordered the right bank of the ri\'er to be 

instantly evacuated. '' I need not tell you," 

Sa.ys gene1•al Jackson, " with how much eager

ness, I immediately regained possession of the 

llosition he had thus happilyquitted."t Major

n-eneral Lambert had previously applied to 
l:) 

* App. No. 96. t App. No. 101~ . 



GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA. 3 7 

•eneral Ja kson for a su pension of hostilities; in 
t:l 

arantinu which the latter considers, and, appa· 0 ~ 

rently, with reason, that he completely out· 
witted the Briti~h general. 

Of the six ,·esscls ordered up the Mississippi 
to bombard Fort-St. Philip, the Herald, two 
bombs, and Thistle and Pigmy only, could ascend 
the river. The fort mounted twenty-nine 24-
pounders, one 6-pounder, a 13-inch mortar, an 
8 and a 5t-inch howitzer; and, in the coYert-way, 
two long 32-pounders, mounted on a level with 
the water; and was garrisoned by 366 men. • 
The particulars of the bombardment are given 
in the American official account : t we haYe no 
British account to compare it with, or from 
which to state our loss on the occasion. ]t 

appears that the garrison lost only two men 
killed, and seven wounded. On the llth the 
40th regiment arri,·ed; but no movement took 
place in consequence. On the morning of the 
l.Sth, a British deserter informed general Jack
son that major-general Lambert \Vould retreat 
in a few days.:!: On the night of the 18th thEY 
retreat took place; and the army remained in 
bivouac, near its first point of disembarkation, 
unmolested, till the 27th; " he 1 the whole re
embarked. Our lo~s between the 9th and 26th 
of January, owin2' to the euemv's cannonade 

'..J " ' 

* La tour's War in Louis. p. 191. t A pp~ Nos. 107 and 108; 

t ibid. p. 179. 
cc 2 
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amounted to one killed, and fi\'e wounded, 

including lieutenant D' Arcy, of the 43d; • who, 

according to the American accounts, had both 

his legs carried off by a shell, at the moment 

when, after having been on guard for several 

days in succession, he was taking some repose, 

stretched on the ground, at the entrance of his 

hi vouac. This makes the loss sustained by the 
British, from first to last, in this ill.fated expe· 

dition, 385 killed; 1516 wounded; and, includ. 

ing the two officers and 37 dragoons taken on 

the night of the 25th, 591 missing; total, not as 

general Jackson supposed '' 4000,"t but 2492: 
while the American Joss, in the same expedition, 

amounted to 55 killed; 185 wounded; and93 
missing; total 333.+ Major Latour says:

" The number of sick and wounded in the fleet 

is estimated at 2000." § 'Yhere could he have 

obtained this fact? Both the army and navy 

employed on the expedition were, from first to 

)ast, healthy beyond example. Supposing all 
the British \'rounded to ha-re been disabled, there 

.would still be 5400 troops remaining; enough, 

surely, if properly employed, to ha\'e taken New 
Orleans: an object of ten-fold more importance 

now, than when the expedition was first thought 

of. As at Baltimore, so at New Orleans, the 

premature fall of a Briti~h general saved an 

American city. 
* App. No. 106. t App. No. 104. i App. NG. 103. 

~ Latour's War in.Louisiana, p. 226. 
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1mtead of attributing their good fortun , ·111 

this their'' Waterloo"• battle, to a succe swn 
of blunders and accidents on our part, the A mr
ric<~ns boasted, that it was theit· "superior valor" 
that had driren away the invaders. If 'falor 
did anv thino- it was the valor of Frenchmen, . ~' 
Spaniards, natives of N mv Orleans, " people of 
colour from St. Domingo," and Irish emigrants, 
but not,--as the affair on the right bank proved, 
- of '' braYe but indiscreet Kentuckians." 
Among the several names of French generals, 
we find '' H umbert,'' the " hero of Castle bar," 
the general '' to whom the French government 
had formerly confided the command of that ex
pedition to Ireland, which will ever be recorded 
in the glorious pages of history;" t and the same 
who was authorized by general Jackson, after 
the battle at l\ew Orleans, to ''form a legion, 
and to enrol in it all the English deserters 
who were willing to enter the se nice."+ The 
'' .l\'lexican field-marshal, Don Juan De Anaya,'' 
also fought against us at New Orleans. Generals 
Coffee and CarroJl were both Irishmen, or of 
lri~h extraction. As to general Jackson; he was 
not quite an Irishman. Both his parents, it ap
pears. emigrdted in 1765; and he n·as born on the 
15th of March, 1767, at a place called the \Yaxsaw 
settlement, near Camden, in South-Carolina. 

* Marengo, Austerlitz, Leipsiz, Ne-w Orleans, anu -Waterloo. 
Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. J. p. 654. 

+ Latour's War in Louisiana, p , 176. t Ibid. 2~7. 
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His mother was ''an exemplary woman;" and, 

says Mr. Eaton, " to the lessons she inculcated 

on the youthful minds of her sons, was, no 

doubt, owing, in a great measure, that fixed 

opposition to British tyranny and oppression, 

which afterwards so much distinguished them.''• 

We can now account for general Jackson's 

calling England'' the common enemy of man

kind, the highway robber of the world." t 
However, he proved himself at New Orleans, 

not only an able general, for the description of 

country in which he had to operate, but, in 

all his transactions with the British officers, 

both an honorable, and a courteous enemy. 

In his official despatches, too, he has left an 

example of modesty, worthy of imitation by the 

generality of American commanders, naval as 

well as military. 
Every American history that we have seen, 

and, probably, every one that has been published 

since ~he war) charges the British commander 

at Nen- Orleans, with having given out, on the 

morning of the 8th of January, for the parole and 

~ountersign, the words-' Booty and Beauty.' 

The excellent moral character of the late sir 

Edward Pakenham renders this improbable; and 

we aver,without fear of contradiction, that, agree

ably to the custom of our armies on the peninsula, 

no parole and countersign was given out at New 

Orleans. The same sentiment, but expresssed in 

• E~ton's Life qf J ackson, p. ~. t Ib~d. p. 28~, 
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less refined langu:1ge, may, however, have been 
uttered by, or in the hearing of, some soldier or 
sailor, who afterwards deserted to the enemy. 

The bad state of the weather delayed the 
departure of the fleet and troops till the 5th of 
February; on which day they sailed, and, 
on the 7th, arrived otf Dauphine island. The 
troops here disembarked, and encamped; except 
the skeletons of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regi
ments, which, under the orders of lieutenant• 
colonel Debbeig, of the 44th, were despatched 
in boats, to attack Fort-Bowyer. These 600, 
or, as major Latour will have it, '' 5000," • 
troops Janded, early on the morning of the 8th, 
about three miles in the rear of the fort. The 
full details of the surrender of Fort-Bowyer, on 
the "memorable" 12th of February, without a 
shot having been fired at it, are given in the 
British and American official accounts. t By 
the fire opened upon the working parties at the 
intrenchments, the British lost 13 killed and 18 
wounded. Mr. O'Connor cunningly says:
,.,There were but few lives lost on either side."t 
Major Latour has given a plan of the attack ; 
upon which we count 60 ships and other vessels; 
and between Dauphine island and the Mobile 
peninsula, no fewer than 8050 British troops. 

• Latour's vV ar in Louisiana, p. 209. 

+ App. Nos. 109. 110. 111. 112. 113. 114. and 115. 

t History of the War, p. 296. 
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For the major's puffing remarks we have no room. 

They will be read with interest by those to whom 

they at·e more immediately addressed. But it 

is doctor Smith, that is entitled to the thanks of 

his brother-citizens. " The array of 60 sail," 

says he, "and the parade of 16000 Britons before 

Fort-Bowyer was a most extraordinary military 

spectacle."* Extraordinary, indeed! He finds 

fault with the British, too, for particularizing, 

amon~ the articles surrendered, " one triangle 

gin' complete," and '' 500 flints." t How hap

pened doctor Smith not to know, that general 

'Vilkinson, when he obtained possession of this 

same fort from the Spaniards, inserted in his 

'' inventory of ordnance and munitions of war," 

-" one wooden spetula," '' two tarpaulins," 

and " one pair of washer-hooks"? t Had the 

American generals that took the forts George 

and Erie been so precise, particularly as to the 

" women and children," doctor Smith and his 

brother historians would have been content with 

shorter paragraphs in announcing those "bril

]iant achieYements" to the world. About the 

middle of )larch, along with major-general 

Powel', § and one or two reinforcements of 

troops, al'rived the official notification of the 

treaty of peace; and, agreeably to the first 

article in it, 11 Fort-Bowyer was restored. 

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. JII. p. 355, 

t ' App. No. 110. ! Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 515. 

§Sec p. 336. U App. No. 116. 
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Leaving the British troops at 1.\'lobile and 
Cumberland island to find their way home, we 
shall pass at once to the Canadas. Here addi
tional reinforcements had been arriving, and, 
along with them, what bad been so long vainly 
hoped for, a competent commander-in-chief. 
Sit· George l\1 urray, however, had scarcely ar
rived, ere the peace sent him home again. The 
captured American schooners on Lake Huron 
had conveyed reinforcements to l\lichilimacinac; 
and a British fleet, for the service of that lake, 
was in rapid progress. A 74 and a new frigate 
had been launched at Kingston ; and two or 
three frigates and sloops were building for 
Lake Champlain. The Americans still re
tained Sackett's Harbor; and we, the forts 
Niagara and Michilimacinac. The peace de
prived us of the hl·o latter; and, considering 
how the campaign of 1815, as soon as it could 
be opened, was likely to be conducted on our 
part, we may say, of the former also. 

A full discussion upon the merits of the treat .. 
wo'uld, of itself, fill a volume. '¥ e cannot, ho\;_ 
ever, read over the ninth article, without point
ing to the recent proceedings of the American 
general Gaines with the Semino)e Indians. It 
is the interest of the United States to destroy, 
and they will in time destroy, either by the 
sword or debau~hery, every Indian upon the 
American continent. The United States declared 
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war; invaded Canada; could not take it; and 
got a peace,-by which they lost their former 
privileges. How ludicrous now appears the fol .. 
lowing rhapsody of an American government
editor:-" Canada must be conquered, or we 
shall stand disgraced in the eyes of the world. 
It is ' a rod held over our heads ;' a fortress 
which haughtily frowns upon our country, 
and from which are disseminated throughout 
the land, the seed of disaffection, sedition, and 
treason. The national safety and honor «and 
glory are lost, if we do not win this splendid 
prize." There are some Americans, however, who 
will find consolation in the concluding words of 
Mr. Thomson's hook. " The operations of 
the American armies," says he, "were, at the 
commencement of the war, not quite so suc
cessful. Defeat, disgrace, and disaster, in many 
instances, followed their movements; but the 
struggle was eventually closed by a succession 
of achievements, which reflected the highe~t 

degree of lustre upon the American name, 
and a·anked the l Tnited States among the first 
and most independent nations of the earth." 
As the reader has all'eady had detailed to him 
the " succession of achieYements," by which 
the United States have acquired so high renown, 
jt is unnecessary for us to comment upon this 
climax of American gasconade. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

District general order. 

District head.qu~trters, 
Kingston, '.l5th November, 1813. 

THE major-general commanding, and president, having 
received from major-general Vincent a report of the very 
gallant and patriotic conduct of lieutenant-colonel. ~.ostwick, 
and an association of 45 officers and men of the m1ht1a of th e 
county of Norfolk, in capturing and destroying a band of 
traitoT3, who, in violation of their allegiance, and of every 
principle of honor and honesty, had leagued themselves 
with the enemies of their country, to plunder and make pri
soners the peaceable and well disposed inhabitants of tha 
province, major-general De Rottenburg requests that colonel 
Bostwick, and every individual of the association, will accept 
his best thanks for their zeal and loyalty in planning, and 
gallantry in carrying into execution, this most useful and 
public spirited enterprise. 

The maj or-general and president hopes, that so striking an 
ins tance of the beneficial effects of unanimity and exertion in 
the cause of their country, will not fail of producing a due 
effect on the militia of this province. He calls upon them to 
observe how quickly the energetic conduct of 45 individuah 
has succeeded in freeing the inhabitants of an extensive district 
from a numerous and well armed banditti, who would soon have 
left them neither liberty nor property. He reminus them that 
if so much can be effected by so small a number, what ma; 
not be expected from the unanim!ius exertions of the whol e 
population, guided and assisted by a spirit of subordination 
and aided by his majesty's troops, against an enemy who come; 
for no other purpose than to enslave, plunder, and destroy. 

By order, 
11. N. MOORSOM, 

lieutenant A. D. A. G. 
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No. 2. 

From colr,mel Murray to major.general Vincent. 

Sr R, • F ort.Geo rge, Dec. 12, 1813. 
Having obtained information that the enemy had determined 

on driving the country between Fort.George and the advance, 
and was carrying off the loyal part of the inhabitants, not
withstanding the inclemency of the season, I deemed it my 
duty to make a rapid and forced march towards him with the 
light troops under my command, which not only frustrated his 
designs, but compC'Jied him to t>vacuate Fort.George, by 
precipitately crossing the river, and abandrming the whole of 
the Niagara frontier. On learning our approach, he laid the 
town of Nt•wark U:t ashes, passed over his cannon and stores, 
but failed in an attempt to destroy the fortifications, v. hich are 
evidently so much strengthened whilst in his possession. as 
might have enabled general M'Clure (the commanding officer) 
to have maintained a regular siege; but such was the apparent 
panic, that he left the whole of his tents standing. · 

I trust the indefatigable exertions of this handful of men 
llavc rende red an essential service to the country, by rescuing 
from a mercil ess enemy the inhabitants of an extensive and 
highly cultivated tract of Jand 1 stored with cattle, grain, and 
provisions, of every description; and it must be an exultation 
to then1 to find themselves Jelivcred from the oppression of a 
la wlcss banditti~ composed of the disaffectt'd of the coun ay, 
organised under the direct influence of the American govern
ment, who carried terror and dismay into every family. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. 1\IURRAY, colonel. 

To major-general Vincent, &c. 

From the same to lieutenat-ge1zeral Drummond. 

SIR, Fort-Niagara, Dec. 19, 1813. 
In obedience to y our honor's commands, directing me to 

a Ua ck Fort- ~ ia gara, with the advance of the army of the 
right, I resolved upon attempting a surprise. The embarkation 
commenced on the 18th, at night, and the whole of the troops 
we re landed three miles from the fort early on the following 
m orning, in the following orde r of attack :-Adranced guard 
one subaltern and 20 rank and file; grenadiers 100th regiment; 
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royal artillery, with grenadiers; fiv.e companies lOOlh reg.i
mcnt under lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, to assault the maau 
gate,' and escalade the works ~djarcnt.; three companies of the 
JOOth re(J'iment, uurler captam l\lart111, to storm the eastern 
demi-bas~on: captain Bailey, with the grcnarliers royal Scots, 
was dirl·cted to attack the salient angle of the fortification; and 
the flank companies of the 41 st regiment were ordered to 
support the principal attack.-Each party was provided with 
scaling ladders and axes. 1 have great satisfaction in acquaint
ing your honor, that the fortress was carried by as ault in .the 
most resolute and gallant manner, after a short out sp rated 
resistance. 

The highly gratifying but difficult duty remains, of endea
vouring to do justice to the bravery, intrepidity, and derotion 
of the lOOth regiment to the ~Nvice of their country, under 
that gallant officer lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, to whom l feel 
highly indebted for his cordial assistance. Captain Martin, 
100th regiment, who executed the task allotted to him in the 
most intrepid manner, merits the greatest prai5e; I have to 
express my admiration of the valour of the royals, grenadiers, 
under captain Bailey, whose zeal and gallantry were very 
conspicuous. The just tribute of my applause is equally due to 
the flank companies · of the 41 ~t regiment, under lieu tenant 
.Bullock, who ad\'aoced to the attack with great spirit. The 
royal artillery, under lieutenant Charlton, deserve my particular 
notice. To captain Elliot, deputy-as ,; istant-quarter-master
general, who conducted one of the columns of attack, and 
superintended the embarkation, I fee l highly obliged. I cannot 
pass Ol'er the brilliant services of lieutenant Dawson and 
captain Fawcett, lOOth, in command of the advance and 
grenadiers, ~ho gallantly executed the orders entrusted to them, 
by entirely cutting off two of the enemy's piquets, and surpris
ing the sentries on the glacis and at the gate, by which means 
the watch-word was obtained, and the entrance into the fort 
greatly facilitated, to which may be attributed in a great degree 
our trifling loss. I beg leave to recommend th ese meritorious 
officers to your honor's protection. The scientific knowledge 
of lieutenant Gcngruben, royal engineers, in sucr(J'esting 

. h !"'"' arrangements preqous tot e attack, and for securing the fort 
afterwards, I cannot too highly appreciate. The unwearied 
~xerti~ns. of acting quarter-master Pilkington, 100th regiment, 
m brmgtng forward the materials requi~ite fur the attack, 
demand my acknowledgements. Captain Kirby, lieuten ants 
Ball, Scroos, and Hami 1ton, of the different provincial corps, 
deserve my thanks. My staff-adjutant, Mr. Brampton, will 
have the honor of presenting this despatch and the standard of 
the American garri~on j to his intelligenc~, valer, and fricnctly 
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assistance, not oaJy on thill trying occasion, but on many 
former, I feel most grateful. Our force consisted of about 
bOO rank and file. Annexed is a return of our casualties, and 
the enemy's Ion in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The 
ordnance and commissariat stores are so immense, that it is 
totally out of my power to forward to you a correct statement 
for some days, but 27 pieces of cannon, of different calibres; 
are on the works, and upwards of :moo stand of arms aml 
many rifles in the arsenal. The store-houses are full of 
eloathiog and camp equipage of eYery description. 

J. MUH.kAY, colonel. 
His honor lieutenant-gen. Drummond, &c. &c. &c. 

Return of killed and wounded in an assault of Fort-~ia~ara, at day-, 
break, on the morning of the 19th of December, 1813. " 

General staff;-1 officer, wounded. 
Royal artillery ;-1 staff, wounded. 
41st foot ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 
100th.foot ;-1 lieutenant, 5 rank and file, killed; 2 rank aud file, 

wounded. 
Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed-lOOthfoot ;-Lieuteoaut ~owlan. 
Wuund~d;-Col. Murray, commanding, severely (not dangerously). 
Rt'!lul arlitlery ;-Assistant-surgeon Ogilvie, slightl_y. 

J. HARVEY, 
lieut •• col., and deputy-assistant-gen. 

\ -
Return of the enemy's lo~s in killed, wounded, nnd prisoners, who 

fdl into our hand!, in an assault on Fort-Niagara, on the morning 
of the 19th of December, 1813. 

Killed ;-65. 
lVounded ;-1 lieutenant, J assistant-surgeon, 12 rank and file. 
Pr iwntrs ;-1 captain, 9 lieutenants, 2 ensij;ns, 1 surgeon, 1 com-

mi~~ary, 12 serjeants, 318 rank a~d fi~e. . 
' J. H AR V E '\: , he ut .• col.~ and dep.-adjt.-gen. 

E. BAR.SES, adj.-geo. North -America • 

.,,,,,.,,.,,,,,., 

No. 4. 

From brigadier-general .lll'Clure to the American secretary 
at ;,var. 

Head-quarters, Buffaloe, 
SIR, Dec. 22, 1813. 

J regret to be under the necessity of announcing to you the 
mortif) ing intelligence of the loss of Fort· Niagara. On the 

'morning of the 19th insle\nt, about four o'clock, the enemy 
qossed the river at the Five mile Meadows in great force, 
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consisting of regulars and I.ndians, who made their wa.y undis. 
covered to lhe garrison, wh1ch, from the most correct mforma. 
tion I can collect was completely surprised. Our men were 
nearly all asleep in' ttcir tents; the enemy rushed in, and com. 
menced a most horrid slaughter. Such as escaped the fury of the 
first contest, retired to the old mess-house, where they kept 
11p a destructiye fire on the enemy until a want of ammunition 
compelled them to surrender. Although our force was very 
inferior, and comparatively small indeed, I am induced to think 
that the disaster is not attributable to any want of troop , but 
to gross neglect in the commanding officer of the fort, captain 
Leonard, in not preparing, heiug ready, and looking out for, 
the expected attack. 

I have not been able to ascertain correctly the number of 
killed and wounded. About 'tO regulars have escaped out of 
the fort, som~ badly wounded. Lieutenant Beck, 24th regi. 
ment, is killed, and it is said three others. 

You will perceive, Sir, by the enclosed general orders, that 
I apprehended au attack, and made the necessary arrangement 
to meet it; but have reason to believe, from information 
received by those who have made their escape, that the com
mandant did not in any respect comply with those orders. 

On the same morning a detachment of militia, under major 
Bcnuett, stationed at Lewistown Heights, was attacked hy a 
party of savages; but the major and his little corps, by making 
a desperate charge, effected their retreat, after being surrounded 
by several hunJreds, with the loss of six or eight, who doubtless 
were killed; among w horn were two sons of captain J ones, 
Indian interpreter. The villages of Youngstown, Lewistown, 
Manchester, and the Indian Tuscarora village, were rt:ducetl to 
ashes, and the inoffensive inhabitants who could not escape 
were, without regard to age or sex, inhumanly butchered, b; 
~avagrs headed by British officers painted. A British officer 
who is taken prisoner, _avows that many small children wer~ 
murdered by their Indians. 

Major l\lallory, who was stationed at Schlosser, with about 
40 Canadian volunteers, advanced to Lewistown Heights, and 
compelled the advanced guard of the enemy to fall back to the 
foot of the mountain. The major is a meritorious officer; he 
fought the enemy two days, and contested every inch of ground 
to the Tantawanty Creek. In these actions lieutenaut Lowe 
23d r~giment of the United States army, and eight of th~ 
Can~dtan volunteers, were killed. I had myself, three days 
prev~o~s to the attack on the Niagara, left it with a view of 
prov1dmg for the defence of this place, Black Rock and the 
other Yillages on this frontier. ' 
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I came here with the troops, and have called out the militia 
of G ennessee, Niagara, and Chatauqua counties en masse. 

This place was then thought to be in immine~t danuer as 
well as the shipping, but I have no doubt is now pe~fe~tly 
secure. Volunte~rs are coming in great numbers; they are, 
how:ver,. a species. of troops that cannot be expected to 
conhnuc 111 the serv1ce for a long time. In a few days 1000 
detached militia, lately drafted, will be on. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. M'CLURE, brig.-gen. corn. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, secretary at war. 

No. 5. 

First Amen·can general order. 

Head-quarters, Fort-Niagara, December 12, 1813. 
Captain Leonard will, as soon as pos~ible, have a proportion 

of hand-grenades in the ditrerent block-houses, and give 
directions to the officers of the infantry where they should be 
posted with their men, in case of an attack; and should they 
11ot be able to maint ain the out-norl<s, to repair to the block 
and mess-houses, and have every thing arranged in such a 
manner as though he expected an immediate attack. 

Much is expected from captain Leonard, from his long 
experience a11d knowledge of duty; and the general feels 
confident he will be well supported by captain Lomas, of the 
artillery, as well as the officers of the infantry. 

By order of brig.-gen. M'Ciurl:', 
DONALD FRASER, 

lieutenant 15 U. S. in f., and vol. aid de camp . 

.,.,.,.,,.,.,,,.,,.,..,...,., 

No. 6. 

Frum major-general R iall to lieult'Jzant-general Drummond. 

Niagara frontier, near Fort-Erie, 
Sllr, Jan. 1, 1814. 

I have the honor to report to you, that, agreeably to the 
instructions contained in your letter of the 29th ult., and your 
general order of that day, to pass the river 1'1 iagara, for tile 
purpose of attacking the cnem} 'S force, collected at il_l<~ck 
Hock ami Buffalo; and earring into l:'xecution the other ohJ ~cts 
therein mentioned, I crossed the 1h·er in the following mght) 
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with four companies of the king's regiment, and the light 
company of the 89th, under lieuteoant-rolonel Ogilvic; 250 men 
of the -11st regiment, and the grt'nadiers of the lOOth, under 
major Friend; together with about .50 mili tia voluntecr5 and a 
body of Indian warriors. The troops comple ted their landing 
ab ut 1 't o'clock, nearly two miles below Black Rock ; the 
light infantrr of the 89th bein g in advance, urprised and cap
tured he greater part of a piqu et of the enemy, and secured 
the bridge over the Conguichity Creek, the boards of "hicb 
had been loosened, and were ready to be carried off had th ere 
been time gireu for it. I immediately c tablished t~e 41st and 
lOOth grenadiers in position heyond the bridge, for the purpose 
of perfectly securing its passage: the enemy made some attempts 
during the night upon this advanced position, but were repulsed 
with loss. 

At day-break I move(} forward, the king's regiment ancllight 
company of the 89th leading, the 41st and grenadiers of the 
lOOth being in reserve. The enemy had by this time opened a 
very heavy fire of cannon and musketry on the Royal ~cots, 
under lieutenant-colonel Gordon, who were destined to lanJ 
above Black Rock, for the purpose of turning his position, 
while he should be attacked in front by the troops who landed 
below ; several of the boats having grounded, I am sorry to 
say this regiment suffered some loss, and was not able to effect 
its landing in sufficient time to fully accomplish the object in
tended, though covered by the whole of our field-guns, under 
captain Bridge, which were placed on the opposite bank of the 
nver. 

The king;'s and 89th, having in the meantime gained the town, 
commenced a very spiritl'd attack upon the enemy, who were in 
great force, and very strongly posted. The resene being 
arrived on the ground, the whole were shortly engaged. The 
enemy maintained his position with very considerable obstina~y 
for some time; but such was the spirited and determined ad
vance of our troops, that he was at length compelled to give 
way, was driven through his batteries, in which were a 24-
pounlkr, three 12-poundcrs, and one 9-poundcr, and pursued 
to the town of Buffalo, about two miles distant; he here shewed 
a large body of infantry and cavalry, and attempted to oppose 
our advance by the fire of a field piece, posted ou the height, 
which commanded the roatl; but findirw this incfr .. ctual he 
fled in all directions, and betaking himseltto the woods, fuJ?Lhcr 
pursuit was useless. He left behind him one 6-pouuucr brass 
field-piece, and one iron 18 and one iron 6-pounder, which fell 
into our hands. I then proceeded to execute the ult t'r ior obj l'ct 
of the expedition, and detached ea ptain Robinson , of the king's, 
with two companies, to destroy the two schooners al!d sloop, 

VOL. JI, DD 
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(part of the enemy's late squadron,) that were on shore a little 

below the town, with the stores they had on board, whkh he 

effec~ually com~letell. The town itself, (the inhabitants having 
prevwusly left 1t,) and the "hole of the public stores, contain. 
ing considerable quantities of cloathing, spirits, and flour, which 

I had not the means of conveying away, were then set on fire, 
and totally con•umed; as was also the village of Black Rock, 
on the evening it was evacuated. ) n obedience to your further 
instruclions, I have directed lieutenant-colonel Gordon to-move 

down the river to Fort • .Niagara, with a party of the 19th light 
dragoons, unller major Lisle, a detachment of the royal Scob, 
and the 89th light company, and destroy the remaining coTer 
of the enemy upon his frontier, which he has reported to have 
been effectually done. From every account I have heen able 
to collect, the enemy's force opposed to us was not less thaR 
from ~WOO to 2&00 men ; their loss in killed and wounded, I 
should imagine from 3 to 400; but from the nature of the 

country, btling mostly covered with wood, it is difficult to ascer
tain it precisely; the same reason will account for our not 

having been able to make a greater number of prisoners 
than 130. 

I have great satisfaction in stating to you the good conduct 
of the whole of the regulaT troops and volunteer militia; but I 
must particularly mention the steadiness and hraTery of the king's 
regiment, anJ 89th light infantry. They were most gallantly 
led to the attack by lieutenant-colonel Ogihie, of the king's, 
who, I am sorry to say, received a Sl'vere wound, which will for 
a time deprive the service of a very brave and intelligent officer. 
After lieutenant.colond Ogilvie was wounded, the command of 
the regiment devolved on captain Robinson, who, by a very 
judicious movement to his right, with the three battalion corn. 
panics, made a considerable impression on the left of the enemy's 
position. I have every reason to be satisfied with lieutenant
colonel Gordon, in the command of the royal Scots, and have 
much to regret, that the accidental grounding of his boats 
deprived me of the full benefit of his services; and I have also 
to mention my approbation of the conduct of major Frend, 
commanding the 41st, as well as that of captain Fawcett, of the 
IOOth grenadiers, who was unfortunately wounded . Captain 
Barden, of the 89th, and captain Brunter, of the king's light 
infantry companies, conducted themselves in the most exem
pla1·y manner. Licutenant-colond Elliott, in this, as well as 
on other occasions, is entitled to my highest commendations, for 
his zeal anrl acti\'ity as superintendant of the Indian depart

ment; and I am happy to adrl, that, through his exertions, and 
that of his officers, no act of cruelty, as far as I could learn, 

wa; committed uy thl' Indians towards any of their prisoners. 
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I ran not close this report without mentioning, in terms of the 
warmest praise, the good conduct of my aide-de-camp, captain 
Holland, from whom I received the mo table assistance through
out the whole of these operations. ~or can 1 omit mentioning 
my obligations to you for acceding to the request of your aide. 
de-camp, captain Jervoise, to accompany me. He was extremely 
active and zealous, and rendered me very essential service. I 
enclose a return of the killed, wounded, and missing, and of the 
ordnance captured at Black Rock and Bulfalo. 

P. RIALL, major-general. 
L ieutenant-general Drummond, commanding 

the forces, Upper Canada. 

Return of the killed, wounded, :.mrl missing, of the troops of the 
right division, under the command of major-geut>ral Rial, in the 
attack on Black Ruck and Butfalo, on the 30lh of December, 1813. 

Killed- royal Scots;- 13 rank and file. 
Kings regill'ent ;- 7 rank and fil e. 
41st foot ; - 2 rank and file. 
89th light infantry ;- 3 rank an1l file. 
Volu ntt:er militia ; - S rank and file. 
Indian warriors ;- S rank and file. 

Wounded- royal Scots ;- 3 serjeants, 20 rank and file. 
King's regiment ; - 2 officers, 14 rank and tile. 
41stfoot ; - 5 rank and file. 
89thfoo! ; (light infantry ;)-5 rank and file. 
100thfoot; (grenadiers ;)- 1 officer, 4 rank and file. 
Volunteer militia ;- l officer, 5 rank and file. 
Indirm warriors ;- 3 rank and file. 

~fissing-royal Scots ;- 6 rank and file. 
4htfoot ;- 3 rank and file. 

Names of officers wounded. 

King's regiment ;- Lieutenent-colonel Ogil\'ie1 se\·erely · (not danger· 
· ously ;) lieutenant Young, slightly. ' 
10fJthfoot; (grenadiers ;)-C~pt. Fawcett, se\'erely; not danuerously. 
Volunteer militia ;- Captain Scroos, :!lightly. 

0 

J . HARVEY, 
I.ieut .• col onel, and depn ty -adju tant-general. 

Return of ordnance capturecl at Black Rock and Buffalo, on the 30th 
of December, 1813. 

One brass 6- pou~der field-piece, with carriage, complete; one iron Q4-
pounder, one 1ron 18-pounder, one iron 12-povnder, one 9-puundcr, 
one 1ron 6-pounder. 

C. BRIDGE; captain, R . A. 

D D CZ 
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No. 7. 

Extract of a letter from mqjor-general Ilall to KO'Dernor 
Tompkins; dated head.quart•rs, Niagara frontier, Dec, 
30th, 1812, 7 o'clock, P. M. 

I have only time to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th inst., and to add, that this frontier is wholly deso. 
l;tte. The Eritish crossed over, supported by a strong party 
of Indians, a little before day this morning, near Black Rock; 
they were met by the militia under my command with spirit ;. 
but, overpowered by the numbers and discipline of the enemy, 
the militia gave way, and fled on every side; every attemptto 
rally them was ineffectual. 

The enemy's purpose was obtained, and the flourishing vi[. 
lage of Buffalo is laid in ruins. The Niagara. froutier now lie~ 
open and naked to our enemies. Your judgment will direct 
you "hat is most proper in this emergency. I am exhausted 
with fatigue, and must defer partkulari titl te.morrow. Many
Taluable lives are lost. 

.,.,,,..,,.,,,,,.,.,,.# 

No. 8. 

From rear-admiral Cockburn to admiral Warren. 

His majesty's sloop Fantomc, in the Elk River, 
Sm, 20th April, 1813. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that, having yesterday 
~ained information of the depot of flour (alluded to in your 
note to me of the 23d inst.) being, with some military and 
other stores, situated at a place called French-Town, a conside
rable distance up the river Elk, I caused his majesty's brigs, 
Fan tome, and Mohawk, and the Dolphin, Racer, and High flyer 
tenders, to be moored, yesterday evening, as far within the en
trance of this river as could be prudently effected after dark ; 
and at 11 o'clock last night, the detachment of marines now in 
the advanced squadron, consisting of about 150 men, under 
captains Wybourn and Carter, of that corps, with five artillery
men, under first-lieutenant Robertson of the artillery, (who 
eagerly ,·olunteered his valuable assistance on this occasion,) 
proceeded in the boats of the squadron, the whole being under 
the immediate direction of lieutenant G. A. 'Vestphall, first of 
the Marlborough, to take and destroy the ~forcsaid stores: t~s 
Highfiyer tender, under the command of heutenant !· Lew1s, 
being directed to follow, for the support and protection of the 
boa~s, as far ami as closely as he might find it llracticablc. 
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Being ignorant of the way, the boats were unfortunately 
led up the Bohcmh1 RiTt'r, instead of keeping in the Elk; 
and, it being daylight before this error was rectified, they 
did uot reach the destined place till between 8 and 9 o'clock 
this morning, ,vhich occa ioncd the enemy to have full warning 
of their approach, and ga.ve him time to collect his force, and 
nlake his arrangem nts for the defence of his ~tores and 
town; for the security of which, a G-gun battery had lately 
been erected, and from whence a heavy fire was opened upon 
our boats the moment they approacht:.•u nithin its reach; but 
1he Jaunche~, with their carronades, under ihe orders of lieute. 
Nicholas Alexander, first of the Dragon, pulling resolutely up 
to the work, keeping up at the same time a constant and well
directed fire on it; and the marines bcincr in the :tct of tlisem. 
barking on the right, the Americans judged it prudent to quit 

· their battery, and to retreat precipitately into the country, 
abandoning to their fate French-Town and its depots of stores; 
the whole of the latter, therefore, consisting of much flour, a. 
large quantity of army-cloathing, of saddles, bridles, and other 
equipments for cavalry, &c. &c., together with 1·arious articles 
of merchandize, were immediately set fire to, and entirely con
~umed, as were fi~e vessels lying near the place; and the guns 
of the battery being too heavy to bring away, ~ere disabled as 
effectually as possiule by I ieu tenant Robertson and his artillery
men; after which, my orders being complE::tely fulfilleu, tho 
boats returned down the river without molestation ; and I am 
happy to add, that one seamen, of the Maidstone, wounded in 
the arm by a grape-~hot, is the ouly casualty we have sus
taineu. 

To lieutenant G. A. Westphall, ·who has so gallantly con
ducted, and so ably executed, this sen-ice, my highest encomiums 
and best acknowledgements are due; and l trust, sir, you will 
deem him to have also thereby merited your favorable conside
ration and notice. It is likewise my pleasing duty to acquaint 
you, that he speaks in the highest terms of tb ~ zeal and good 
conduct of every officer and man employed ~ith ldm on this 
occasion; but particularly of the very great assi,tance he de
rived from lieutenant Robertson, of the arlillcry; lieutenant 
Alexande~, uf lhe Dragon; lieutenant Lewis, of the B ighfiycr; 
anJ captams "'ybourn and Lartcr of the royal marints. 

I have now anchored the above-mentioned brill,S and tenders 
near a farm, on the right bank of this river, where-there appears 
to be a considerable quantity of cattle, 11 hich J intend embark
ing for the use of the tleet under your ·command; and if I meet 
with no resistance or impediment in so doing, ] sball give the 
owner bills on the victualling-ofllce for the fair value of whatso
ev€r. is jiO tak~n; but should resistance be made, I shall £omider 
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them as prize of war, which I trust will meet your approbation; 
and I purpose taking on boud a further &upply for the fleet to. 
morrow, on similar terms, from Specucie Island, which liei a 
Jittle below Havre.de-Grace, and which I have been informed 
is also well stocked. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 

To the right hon. adQ'liral Sir J. B. Warren, bart. K. B. &c • 

.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, 

No. 9. 

From same to same. 

His majesty's ship Maidstone, 
Tucsday.night, 3d of May, HH3, at anchor oft 

SIR, Turkey Point. 
I have the honor to inform you, that, whilst anchoring the 

brigs and tenders off Specucie Island, agreeably to my intentions 
notified to you in my official report of the 29th ultimo, No. 10, 
I observed guns fired, and American colours hoisted, at a battery 
lately erected at Havre-de-gracc, at the entrance of Susque
hanna River. This, of course, immediately gave to the place an 
importance which I had not before attached to it, and I there
fore determined on attacking it after the compiction of our 
operations at the island; const'quently, having sounded in the 
direction towards it, and found that the shallowness of the 
water would only admit of its being approached by boats, I 
directed their a!>sembling under lieutenant \Vestphall, (first of 
the Marlborongh,) last night at 12 o'clock, alongside the Fan. 
tome: when our detachments of marines, consisting of about 
150 men, (as before,) under captains Wybourn and Carter, with 
a small party of artillerymen, under lieutenant Robinson, of 
the artillery, embarked in them; and the whole being under 
the immediate direction of captain Lawrence, of the Fan. 
tome, (who, with much zeal and readines~, took upon himself, 
at my request, the conducting of this service,) proceeded to
ward Havre.,de.Grace, to take up, under cover of the night, 

·the necessary position for commencing the attack at the dawn 
of day. The Dolphin and llighftyer tenders, commanded by 
lieutenants Hutchinson and J...ewis, followed for the support of 
the boats, but the shoalness of the water prevented their getting 
within six miles of the place. Captain Lawrence, however, 
having got up with the boats, and having very ably and judi
ciously placed them during the dark, a warm fire was opened on 
the place at day-light from our launches and rocket- boats, which 
W<J.S smartly returned from the battery for a snort time; but 
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the launehcs constantly closing with it, and their fire rather 
increasing than decrea ing, that from the battery soon began to 
slacken; and captain Lawrence obscnin~ this. very judiciously 
directed the landing of the marines on the lt'ft; which move
ment, added to the hot fire they were under, induced the Ame
ricans to commence withdrawmg from the battery, to take 
shelter in the town. 

Lieutenant G. A. Westphall, who had taken his station 
in the rocket-boat close to the battery, therefore now judg
ing the moment to be fa\ ourable, pulled directly up under 
the work, and landing with his boat's crew, got imme
diate possession of it, turned their own guns on them, and 
thereby soon obliged them to retreat, with their whol e force, 
to the farthest extremity of the town, \\hither, (the marinc5 
having by this time landell,) they were pursu ed clo~ely; 

and no longer feeling themselves equal to an open and mauly 
resistance, they commenced a teazing and irritating fire from 
behind the hou ses, walls, trees, &c.: from which, I am sorry 
to say, my gallant first-lieutenant received a shot through his 
hand whilst leading the pur>uing party; he, however, conti. 
nucd to head the adrance, with which he so on succeeded in 
dislodging the whol e o f the enemy from their lurking-places, and 
driving them for shelter to the neighbouring woods; ar.d whilst 
performing which serrice, he had the satis fac tion to overtake, 
and with his remaining hand to make prisoner and bring in a 
captain of their militia. We also took an en sign and some 
armed individuals; but the re>t of the force, which had been 
opposed to us, having penetrated into the woods, I did not 
judge it prudent to allow of theit· being further followed with 
our small numbers; therefore, after setting fire to some of the 
houses, to cause the proprietors, ( 1rho had deserted them, and 
formed part of the militia who had fled to the wootls,) to 
understand, and feel, what they were liable to bring upon 
themselves, by building batteries, and actin~ towards us with 
so much useless rancour, I embarked in the boats the guns 
from the ba ttery, and having also taken and destroyed 
about l 30 stand of small arms, I detach ed a small division of 
boats up the Susquchann~, to take and d e ~troy whatever they 
might meet with in it, and proceeded myself with the remaining 
bo~ts under cap~ain ~_,awrence, in search of a cannon foundry, 
wluch I had gamed mlell i ~ence of, whilst on shore at Havre
de-Grace, as being situated about three 01; four miles to the 
northward, where we found it accordin~ly ; Hnd ge tting pos. 
ses!ion of it without difficulty, commenced instantly its destruc
tion, and that of the guns and other 111aterials we found there, 
to complete which, occupied us during the remainder of t 11e day, 
as there were several buildings, aud much complicated heavy 

• 
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machinery, attached to it; it . was known by the name of 
Cccil, or Principio foundry, and was one of the most valu. 
able works of the kind in America ; the destruction of it, 
therefore, at this moment, will, I trust, prove of much nati. 
~mal importance. 

In the margin* I have stated the ordnance taken and dis. 
ablecl by our small division this day, during the whole of which 
we have been on shore in the centre of the enemy's country, and 
on his high road between Baltimore and Philadelphia. The boats 
which I sent up the Susquchanna, returned after destroying five 
vessels on it, and a large store of flour; when every thing being 
completed to my utmost wishes, the whole division re-embarked 
and returned to the ships, where we arrived at 10 o'clock, 
after having been 22 hours in constant exertion, without 
Jlourishment of any kind ; and, I have much pleasure in being 
able to add, that, excepting lieutenant \Vestphall's wound, we 
have not suffered any casualty whatever. 

The judicious dispositions made by captain Lawrence, of the 
Fantome, during the preceding night, and the able manner in 
which he conducted tht~ attack of Havre in the morning, added 
to the gallantry, zeal, and attention, shewn by him during this 
whole day, most justly entitle him to my highest encominms 
and acknowledgements, and wil1, I trust, ensure to him your 
i!pprobation; and I have the pleasure to add, that he speaks in 
the most favorable man ncr of the good conduct of all the officers 
and men employed in the boats under his immecliate orders, 
particularly of lieutenants Alexander and Reed, of the Dragon 
and Fantome, who each commanded a division; of lieutenant 
G. A. Westphall, whose exemplary and gallant conduct it has 
been necessary for me already to notice in detailing- to you the 
operations of the day. I shall only now add that, from a 
thorough knowledge of his merits, (he haring scrvell many 
years with me as first lieutenant,) I always, on similar occa
~ions, expected much from him, but this day he even out.,. 
stripped those expectations; and though in considerable pain 
from his wound, he insisted on continui•·g to assist me to the last 
moment with his able exertions. I therefore, sir, cannot but 
entertain a confident hope that his senices of to-day, and the 
wound he has rcccifcd, added to what Ire so successfully exe
cuted at Frenchto\yn, (as detailed in my letter to you of the 
29th ultimo,) will obtain for him your favorable consideration 

* Taken from the hattery at Havre-de-Grace-6 guns, 12 and 6-poup-
dcrs. 

Disabled, in batter~· for protf'clion offonndry~5 guns. 24-pounders. 
J)is!lhlerl, ready for sending away frum fuundry-28 guns, 32-poundel'!l. 
Di•ahlPd, in boriQg-hom;e and foundry-8 guns and 4 carrpnades of 

difrerent calibres. 
· 'fotal--51 guns, anrll30 stand of small arms. 
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and notice, and that of my lords commissioners of the admiralty. 

I should be wanting in justice did I not also mention to you, 

particularly, the able as istance again afforded me by lieutenant 

Robcrtson, of the artillery, who is ever a voluntet>r where ser

vice is to be performed, and always foremo tin performing such 

service, being equally conspicuous for his gallantry and ability; 

and he also ohligetl me by superintending the destruction of the 

ordnance taken at the foundry. To captains \Yyborn and 

Carter, who commanded the marines, and hewed much skill in 

the management of them. e\'ery praise i likewise due, as aro 

my acknowledgment to lieutenant Lewis, of the llighflyer, 

who, not being able to brin~ his ves,el near enou~h to render 

as~istance, came himself with his usual active zeal to offer his 

personal services. And it is my plea ing duty to have to report 

to you, in addition, that all the other olf1cers and men seemed 

to vie with each other in the cheerful aml zealous discharge of 

their duty, and I have, therefore, the atisfaction of recom

mending their general good conduct, on this occasion, to your 

notice accordingly. I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. COCKBCRN, rcar-adm. 

To the right hon. admiral sir J. B. Warren, bart. 
and K. B. &c. 

,,.,,,,.,,,,,.,,.,. 

No. 10. 

From same to same. 

H.i\I.S. Maidstone, off the Sassafras river, 

Sm, .May 6th, 1813. 
I have the honor to acqt:aint you, that understanding 

Georgetown and Frtderirkstown, situated up the Sassafras river, 

were places of some trade and importance, and the Sassafras 

being the only river or place of shelter for vessels at this upper 

extremity of the Chesapeake, which I had not examined and 

cleared, l directed, last night, the a5sembling cf the boats along

side the I\lohawk, from whence with the marines, as before, 

under captains \V} bourn and Carter, with my friend lieutenant 

Robertscn, of the artillery, and his small party, they proceeded 

up this river, being placed by rr.e for this operation, under the 

immediate directions of captain Byng of the .\lohawk. 

I intended that they should arrive before the above-mentioned 

towns by dawn of day, but in this I was frustrated by the intri

<·acy of the river, our total want of local knowledge in it, the 

ddrkne,s of the night, and the great di stance the towns lay up 

it; it, therefore, unavoidably bcc,t me late in the morning before 
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we approached them, when, having intercepted a small boat with 
two of the inhabitants, I directed captain Byng to halt our 
boats about two miles below the town, and I sent forward the 
two Americans in their boat to warn their countrymen against 
acting in the same rash manner the people of Havre-de-Grace 
had done; assuring them, if they did, that their towns would 
cnevitably meet with a similar fate; but, on the contrary, if they 
did.not attempt resistance, no injury should be done to them or 
the1r towm; that vessels and public property only would be 
s_cized; that the strictest discipline would be maintained ; and 
that, whatever provisions or other property of individuals I 
might require for the use of the squadron, should be instantly 
paid for in its fullest value. After having allowEd sufficient 
time for this message to be digested, and their resolution taken 
thereou, 1 directed the boats to advance, and I am sorry to say, 
I soon found the more unwise alternative was adopted; for on 
our reaching within about a mile of the town, between two 
projecting elevated points of the river, a most heavy fire of 
musketry was opened on us from about 400 men, divided 
and entrenched on the two opposite banks, aided by one long 
gun. The launches and rocket-boats smartly returned this fire 
with good effect, and with the other boats and the marines I 
pushed a-shore immediately above the enemy's position, thereby 
ensuring the capture of the towns or the bringing him to a de
cided action. He determined, however, not to risk the latter; 
for the moment he discerned we had gained the shore, and that 
the marines had fixed their bayonets, he fled with his whole 
force to the woods, and was neither sP.cn nor heard of after
wards, though several parties were sent out to ascertain whether 
he had taken up any new position, or what had hecome of him. 
I gave him, however, the mortification of seeing, from where
ever he had hid himself, that I was keeping my word with respect 
to the towns, which (excepting the houses of those who had con
tinued peaceably in them, and had taken no part in the attack 
made on us) were f<?rthwith destroyed, as were four vessels 
laying in the river, and some !>tores of sugar, of lumber, of 
leather, and of other merchandize. I then directed the re
embarkation of our small force, and we proceeded down the 
river again, to a town I haci observed, situated in a branch of 
it, about half way up, ami here I had the satisfaction to find, 
that what had passed at Havre, Georgetown, and Freuericks
town. had its effect, and led these people to understand, ~hat 
they had more to hope for from our generosity, than from 
erecting batteries~ and opposing us by means within their 
power; the inhabitants of this place baYing met me at landing, 
to say that they bad not permitteci either guns or militia to be 
5tatincd there, and that whilst there I should not meet with aoy 
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()pposition whatever. I therefore landed with the officers and 
.a small guard only, and _having ascert~ined that there was _no 
public property of any kand, or warlake stores, and havmg 
allowed of such articles as "e stood in need of being embarked 
in the boats on payment to the owner of their full value, I 
again re-embarked. leaving the people of this place well pleased 
with the" isdom of their 1letermination on their mode of rcceiv
in(J" us. I also had a deputation from Charlestown, in the 
n~rrh-east river, to assure me that that place is considered by 
them at your mercy, and that neither p;uns nor militia-men shall 
be suffered there; and as 1 am assured that all the places in the 
Uf>per part of the Chesapcake have adopted similar resolutions, 
aud that there is now neither public property, vessels, nor war
like stores remaining in this neighbourhood, I propose return
in<Y to vou with the light squadron to-morrow morning. 

0 J • 
I am sorry to say the hot tire we were under this mormng 

cost us five men wounded, one only, howe,·er, severely; and I 
have mt:ch satisfaction in being able to bear testimony to you 
of the zeal, gallantry, and good conduct of the different officers 
and men serving in this division. To captain Byng, of the 
l\Johawk, who conducted the various arrangements, on this 
occasion, with equal skill and bravery, every possible praise is 
mo · t jns:ly due, as well as to captains "\Vybourn and Carter, 
Jieuten ant Robertson, of the artillery, and lieutenant Lewis, of 
tlJe HighAyer; lieutenant Alexander, of the Dragon, the senior 
officer under captain Byng, in command of the boats, deserves 
also that 1 should particularly notice him to you for his steadi
ness, correctness, and the great ability with which he always 
executes whatever service is en trusted to him ; and 1 must beg per
mi-sion of seizing this opportunity of stating to you how much I 
h <tve been indebted, since on this service, to captain Burdett, of 
this ship, who was good enough to receive me on board the 
Maidstone when I found it impracticable to advance higher in 
the ~larlborough, and h11s invariably accompanied me on every 
occasion '\ hilst directing these various operations, and rendered 
rne always the most able, prompt, and efficacious assistance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. COCKBURN, rcar-adm. 

To the right hon. admiral _sir J. B. Warreu, Bart. K.B. &c. 

No. 11. 

From lieutenant Crerie to captain Travis. 

SJR, His majesty's ship Narcissus, J uuc 13, 1813. 
~our gallant and desperate attempt to defend your vessel 

~gaJoit more than double your uumber, on the night of the 
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12th instant, excited such admiration on the part of your 
opponents, as I have seldom witnessed, and induced me to 
re_turn you the sword you had so nobly used, in testimony of 
m1~e. ?ur poor fellows ha-ve severely suffered, occasioned 
cluefly, tf _not s_olely, by the precaution you had taken to pre. 
vent surpnse; 1n short, I am at a loss which to admire most, 
th~ previOus engagement on board the Surveyor, or the deter. 
uuned manner by which her deck was disputed, inch by inch. 

I am, sir, with much respect, &c. 

Capt. S. Travis, U. S. cutter, Surveyor. 
JOHN CRERIE. 

,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,, 

No. 1~. 

From commodore Cassin to the American seeretary of the 
navy. 

{LETTER I.) 

Snt, Nuy yard, Gosport, June 21, 1813. 
On Saturday, at ll P. M. captain Tarbell moved with the 

flotilla under his command, consisting of 15 gun-boats, in two 
divisions, lieutenant John M. Gardner 1st division, and lieute
nant Robert Henley the ~d, manned from the frigate, and 50 
musketeers, ordered from Craney island by general Taylor, 
and proceeded down the river; but adverse winds and squalls 
prevented his approaching the enemy until Sunday morning at 

· four, when the flotilla. commenced a heavy galling fire on a 
frigate, at about thr~e quarters of a mile distance, lying well 
up the roads, two other frigates lying in sight. At half past 
four, a breeze sprung up from E.N.E. which enabled the two 
frigates to get under way-one a razee or very heavy ship, and 
the olher a frigate-and to come nearer into action. The boats, 
in consequence of their approach, hauled off, though keeping 
up a well · directed fire on the razee and the other ship, whi"ch 
gave 'Us several broadsides. The frigate first engaged, supposed 
to be the Junon, was certainly sc\·erely handled-had the ealm 
continued one half hour, that frigate must ha\'e fallen into our 
hands, or been destroyed. She must have slipped her mooring 
110 as to drop nearer the razee, who had all sail set, coming up 
to her with the other frigate. The action continued one hour 
and a half with three ships. Shortly after the action, the razee 
got alongside of the ship, and had her upon a deep careen in a 
little time, with a number of boats and stages round her. I am 
satisfied comiderable l.lamage was done to hl'r, for 11he was 
silcr1ccd some time, unt~l the r~ee. opened her fire, when she 
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commenced again. Our loss is very trifling. Mr. Allison, 
master's mate, on board 139, was killed early in the action, by 
an 18-pound ball, which pa ell through him and lodged in the 
mast. No. 15-j had a shot between wind and water. No. 67 
hall her fraoklin shot awa.y, and ,c\·cral of them had some of 
their sweeps and their tancheow hot away-but two men 
slightly injured from the sweeps. On the flood tide cvcrai 
ships of the line and frigates came into the roads, and we did 
expect an attack la t night. 'fherc arc tww in the ro1ds 13 
ships uf the line and frigates, one brig and several tcndet". 

I cannot say too much for the officers and crews on this occa
sion; for every man appeared to go into action with so much 
cheerfulness, apparently to do their duty, resolved to COIIClucr. 
I had a better opportunity of discovering their actions than a.n y 
one else, being in my boat the whole of the action. 

I have the honor to bt!, &c. 
Hon. \V. Jones, &c. JOHN CASSIN. 

(LETTER IJ.) 
SrR, Navy yardJ Gosport, June 23, 1813. 

I have the honor to inform you, that 011 the 20th the enemy 
got under way, in all 13 sail, and dropped up to the mouth of 
James' river, one ship bearing a flag at the mizen. At 5 P.M. 
they were discovered making great preparation with troops for 
landing, having a number of boats for the purpose. Finding 
Craney island rather weakly manned, captain Tarbcll directed 
lieutenants Neal, Sbubrick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen, ou 
shore, at 11 P .M. to a small battery on the N. W. side of tho 
island. 

Tuesday 22d, at dawn, the enemy were discovered landinw 
round the point of Nansemond river; at 8 A.M. the bargt 
attempted to land in front of the island, out of reach of the shot 
from th~ gun-lwats, when lieutenants Neal, Shubrick, and 
Sanders with the sailors, and lieutenant Breckenbridge with the 
marines of the Constellation, 150 in number, opened the fire 
which was so well directed, that the enemy were glad to ge~ 
off, after sinking three of their largest boats. One of them, 
called the Centepede, admiral \Varren's boat, 50 feet in length 
carried 75 men, the greater part of whom were lost by he~ 
iinking. Twenty soldiers and sailors were saved, and the boat 
hauled up. 

The officers of the Constellation fired their 18-pounder more 
like riflemen than artillerists. I never saw such shooting, and 
iieriously believe they saved the island. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
Hon. W. Jones, &c. JOHN CASSfN. 
The number of the enemy engaged in the attack was nearly 

3000. 
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No. 13. 

From admiral Warren to Mr. Croker. 
San Domingo, Hampton-road!; 

SIR, Chesapeake, June 24, 1813. 
I request you will inform their lordships, that, from the in

.for~ation received of the. enemy's fortifying Craney Island, and 
It bemg necessary to obtam possession of that place, to enable 
the light ships and vessels to proceed up the narrow channel 
towards Norfolk, to transport the troops over on that side for 
them to attack the·new fort and lines, in t'he rear of whir.h the 
Constellation frigate was anchored, I directed the troops under 
llir Sydney Beck with to be landed upon the continent within the 
nearest point to that place, and a reinforcement of seamen and 
marines from the ships; but upon approaching the island, from 
the extreme shoalness of the water on the sea side, and the 
difficulty of getting across from the land, as well as the tsland 
itself being fortified with a number of guns and men from the 
frigate and militia, and flan ked by 15 gun-boats, I considered, 
in consequence of the representation of the officer commanding 
the troops, of the difficulty of their passing over from the land, 
that the persevering in the attempt would cost more men than 
the number with us would permit, as the other forts must have 
been stormed before the frigate and dock-yard could have been 
destroyed; I therefore ordered the troops to be re-embarked. 

I am happy to say, the loss in the above affair (returns of 
which arc enclosed) ltas not been consillerable, and only two 
boats sunk. 

I have to regret, that captain Hanshett, of his majesty's ship 
Diadem, who voltmteered his services, and led the division of 
boats with great gallantry, was severely wounded by a ball in 
the thigh. 

The officers and men behaved with much bravery, and if it 
had been possible to have got at the enemy, I am persuaded 
would have soon gained the place. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. W. Croker, esq. J. B. WARREN. 

A return of officers, seamen, and marines, belonging to his majesty'! 
ships, killed, wounded, and missing, in the attack on Craney island, 
June 22d. 

Killed ;-None. 
JVoundrd ;-1 officer and 7 seamen. 
lliissi11g ;-10 seamen. 

Name of the officer wounrled. 
Cnptnin Hanchett, of his majesty'5 ship Diadem, severely, but not. 

dRngerou~ly. 
J. B. WARREN. 
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A retm·n of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the o.fficers, n~~
commissioned officers, drummers, and rank and file, m the afla1r 
with the enemy near Craney island, June 22d. 

1st battaliOil ro.!Jal marines and rocket artillery ;-1 rank and file 
wounded. . . 

Qrl battalion royal marines ;-2 rnn~ ~nd file, killed; 1 captam, 4. 
rank file wounded; 1 rank aud file, tDISSWg. 

102d ;egiment ;-1 serjeant, killed; 1 serjean~, wounded. 
1st and Qd company Conadiarl chasscurs _;-:-llleutenant, wounded ; t 

se~jeanrs, 2 drummers, 41 rank and file.' l?lssmg. 
Total-3 killed; 8 wounded; 52 m1ssmg. 

SYDNEY BECK WITH, quarter-m as ter-gen . 

No. 14. 

From same to -same. 

San Domingo, Hampton-ronds, Chcsapeake) 
SrR, June 27th, 1813. 

I request you will inform their lordships, that the enemy 
having a post at Hampton, defended by a considerable c0rps, 
commanding the communication between the upper part of the 
country and Nor folk; I considered it advisable, and with a view 
to cut off their resources, to direct it to be attacked by the 
troops composing the flying corps attached to this squadron; 
and having instructed rear-admiral Cockburn to conduct the 
naval part of the expedition, and placed captain Pechell with 
the Mohawk sloop and launches, as a covering force, under his 
orders, the troops were disembarked with the greatest zeal and 
alar;rity. 

Sir Sydney Beckwith commanding the troops, l1aving most 
ably attacked and defeated the enemy's force, and took their 
guns, colours, and camp, I refer their lord ships to the quarter
master-general's report, (which is enclosed,) and that will 
explain the gallantry and behavior of the several officers and 
men employed upon this occasion , and I trust will entitle them 
to the favor of his royal highness the prince regent, and tLe 
lord's commissioners of the Admiralty. 

Sir Sydney Beck with, ha\·ing reported to me that the defences 
of the town were entirely dt stroyed, and the enemy completely 
dispersed in the neighbourhood, I ordered the troops to be 
re-embarked, which was performed with the utmost good order
by the several officers of the squadron under the orders of 
rear-admiral Cockburn. 1 hare the honor to bl.', 

JOHN BOHL:\. -,E W ARREN. 
Johu Wi! son Croker, esq. 
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No. 15. 

From quarter-master-general sir Sydney Beckwith to admiral 
Warren. 

llis majesty's ship San Domingo, Hampton.roads, 
S1a, June 28, 18ll. 

I have the honor to teport to you, that in compliance with 
your orders to attack the enemy in town and camp at Hampton, 
the troops under my command were put into light sailing 
ussels and boats, during the night of the 25th instant, and by 
the excellent arrangements of rear-admiral Cockburn, who was 
pleased in person to superintend the advance under lieutenant. 
colonel Napier, consisting of the l02d regiment, two companies 
of Canadian Chasseurs, three companies of marines from the 
iiquadron, wilh two 6-pounders from the marine artillery, were 
landed half an hour before day-light the next morning, about 
two miles to the westward of the town, and the royal marine 
battalions, under lieutenant-colonel Wi!Jiams, were brought on 
shore so expeditiou~ly that the column was speedily enabled to, 
move forward. 

With a view to turn the enemy's position, our march was 
directed towards the great road, leading from the country into 
the rear of the town. Whilst the troops moved off in this 
direction, rear-admiral Cockburn, to engage the enemy's 
attention, ordered the armed launches and rocket-boats to 
eommencc a ore upon their batteries; this succeeded so com
pletely, that ibe head of our advanced guard had cleared a 
wood, and were already on the enemy's flank before our 
approach was perceived. They then moved from their camp 
to their position in rear of the tewn, and here they were 
vigorously attacked by Ji.cutenant-colonel Napier, and the 
advance; unable to stand which, they continued their march to 
the rear of the town, when a detachment, under lieutenant
colonel Williams, conducted by captain Powell, as,istant
quarter-master.gcneral, pushed throu gh the town, and forced 
their way across a bridge of planks into the enei!ly's encamp
ment, of which, and the batteries, immediate possession wa§ 
gained. In the mean time some artillerymen stormed and took 
the enemy's remaining fi ehl-picces. 

Enclosed I ha\'e th e honor to transmit a return of ordnance 
taken. Lieutenant-colonel Williams will have the honor of 
delivering to you a stand of colours of the 68th regitm•nt, 
J ames city light infantry, and one of the 1st battalion 85th 
regiment. The exact numbers of the enemy it is difficult to 
~srertain. 
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From the woody country, and the strength of their posi
tions our troops have sustained some loss ; that of the enemy 
was ~ery considerable. Every exertion was made to collect 
the wounded Americans, who were attfnded by a surgeon of 
th£>ir own, and by the British surgeons, who performed ampu
tations on such as required it, and afforded every assistance in 
their power. The deatl bodies of such as could be collected 
were also carefully buried. 

I beg leave on thi, occa ion to e:xpr£>ss the obligations I owe 
to licutenant.coloncl Napier, and lieutenant-colonel \Villiams, 
for their kind and able as ' i tance; tu major l\Ialcolm and 
captain ~mith, and all the officers and men, whose zeal and 
spirited conduct entitle them to my be~t acknowledgements. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
SYD~EY BECKWlTH, Q.~I.G. 

Rtturn of ordnance stores taken in H :1mpto~, on the 25th of June, l 8 13. 

Four 12-pounder guns on travcllmg carriages, three 6-pounder guns 
on tra1·elling carringes, ,,·ith timbers aud a proportion of ammuuttion, 
for ea.:h of the abo,·e cali bres. 

Three co,·ered 1vaggons and their horses . 
T. A. PARKE, captain, 

and senior officer R. i\1. artillery. 

A return of the killed, \rounded, anrl missing, at Hampton, the 26 th of 
June, 1813. 

Ro!Jal marine artillery ;-1 rank and file, killed; 4 rank and file, 
woundt:d. 

Ships' 3 companies of royal marines ;-1 rank and file, woundEd; 1 
rank and file, missing. 

1st and Qd Canadian chasseurs; -3 rank and file, killed; 13 rank and 
file, wounded; 6 rank and file, m is in g. 

1st battalion royal marines ;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 lit:utenant, 1 
rank and file, wounded. 

2d battalion royal marines;-1 lieutenanr, 1 serjeant, 6 rank and 
file, wounded; 3 rank and file, missin!!. 

Total-5 killed; 33 wounrlecl; 10 missing. 
· · SYD~EY BECKWITH, Q. M. G. 
Admiral Sir J. B. Warren, 

&c. &c. &c. 

.,.,,,,.,,,,.,,,,..,.,... 

No. 16. 

From colonel Butler to general llarrison. 
DEAR SIR, 

. By lieutenant Shannon, of the 27th regiment United States' 
Infantry, I have the honor of informing you, that a detach
ment of the troops under my command, led by captain Holme&, _ 

VOL. 11. E E 
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of the 24th United States' infantry, have obtained a signal 
-viGtory over the enemy. 

The affair took place on the 4th instant, about 100 miles 
from this place, on the river de French. Our force consisted 
of no more than 160 rangers and mounted infantry. The 
enemy, from their own acknowledgement, had about 240. 
The fine light company of the royal Scots is totally destroyed; 
they led the attack most gallantly, and their commander fell 
within ten paces of our front line. The light company of the 
89th has also suffered severely; one officer of that company 
fell, one is a prisoner, and another is said to be badly 
wounded. 

In killed, wounded, and prisoners, the enemy lost about 
SO, whilst on our part there were but four killed, and four 
wounded. This great disparity iu the loss on each side, is to be 
attributed to the very judicious position occu!Jicd by captain 
Holmes, who compelled the enemy to attack him at ·great 
disaduntage. This even more gallantly merits the laurel. 

Captain Holmes has just returned, and will furnish a 
detailed account of the expedition, which shall immediately be 
transmitted to you. Very respectfully, 

your most obedient servant, 
H. BUTLER, 

Major-general Harrison. lieut.-.col. commandant Detroit. 

Enemy's forces, as stated by the prisoners. 
Royal Scots, 101 
89th regiment, 45 
Militia, 50 
Indians, 40 to 60 

236 

No. 17 . 
.. Uinules of a council of war held at Clwmplain the 29th of 

JJ[arch, 181-t. 

Present-Brigadier-general Macomb, brigadier-general Bis. 
sell, brigadier-general Smith, colonel Atkinson, colonel Miller, 
colonel Cummings, major Pitts, major Totten. 

Major-general Wilkinson states to the council, that, from the 
best information he can collect, the enemy has assembled at the 
Isle aux Noix and La Colle Mill 2500 men, composed of about 
2000 regular troops and 500 militia, of whom, after leaYing 
a garrison of 200 men at lsle aux Noix, 1800 regulars and 
500 militia may be brought into action. The corps of the 
U uited States, now a.t this placi!, consists of 39SHJ combatants, 
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including lOO cavalry, and 30-l artillerists, with 11 pieces of 
artillery. The objects of the enemy are unknown, and the 
two corps are separated n.iRe miles. Un?er these ~ireumstances 
the major-general subm1ts the followwg questions for the 
consideration and opinion of the council. 

First-Shall we attack the enemy? and in such case do the 
council approve the order of march and battle hereunto annexed, 
with the general ord~r of the day? 

Second- \Vhen and by what route shall the attack be made, 
on the plan of the intermediate country hereunto annexed? 

Th!rd-Shall a single attack be made with our force com
bined; or hall two attacks be made; or shall we feint on the 
right by the shore of the ~ore!, or to the left by Odell's 
mill, to favor the main attack? 

The general will be happy to adopt any advantageous chan~c 
which may be proposed by the council, or be governed by their 
opinions. 

The couucil is of opinion, that the light troops should cover 
a reconnoissance towards La Colle l\lill; and, if it is found 
practicable, tile po ition should be attacked, and thP. enemy's 
works destroyed; that the whole army move to support the 
light troops; that the order of battle i~ approved, and the 
manner and mode. of attack must be left entirely with the 
commanding general. ALEX . .MACO:VIB, 

TH. A. SMITH, 
D. BISSELL, 
R. PURDY, 
JAMES MILLER, 
T. H. PITTS, 
H. A TKI~SON, 
JOSEPH G. TOTTEN. 

Under existing circumstances my opinion is, that we go as 
far as La Colle Mill, designated in the map, to meet the enemy 
there, and destroy their block-house and the mill in which they 
are quartered. M. SMITH, col. 29th in f. 

_,,,,,,.,,,,.,,,., 

No. 18. 

American gener~l order of the 29th of March. 

Head-quarters, Cham plain, 29th March, 1814. 
The army will enter Canada to-morrow to meet the enemy 

who has approachell in force to the vicinity of the national line of 
demarkation; the arms and ammunition are therefore to be cri. 
tically examined, and the men corn plcted to 60 rounds. The 
commanding officers of corps and companies will be held re
sponsible for the exact fulfilment of this esseRtial order. The 

EE2 
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t~oops to be completed to four days' cooked provisions, e.1cln; 
fltve of the present; and it is recommended to the gentlemen in 
commis~ion to make same provision. No baggage will be 
taken forward, excepting the bedding of the officers. Let every 
officer, and every man, take the resolution to return victo. 
rious, or not at all: for, with double the force of the enemy, 
this army must not give ground. 

Bri~adier-general Macomb having joined with his command, 
the formation of the troops must necessarily be modified. They 
are therefore to be formed into three brigades; the first, under 
general Macomb, consisting of his present command, with the 
addition of colonel M. Smith's cnnsolidatt·d regiment; second 
and third, under the command of brigadier-general Smith and 
Bisscll, consisting of the troops already consigned to them. 
The order of march and battle will be furnished the brigadier
generals, and commanding officers of regiments, by the adju. 
tant-general. 
· The transport permit will be immediately returned for, and 
distributed by, regiments. 

On the march, when approaching; the enemy, or during an 
action, the men are to be profoundly silent, and will reso
lutely execute the commands they may receive from the officers. 
In every movement which may be made, the ranks are to be 
unbroken, and there must be no running forward or shouting. 
An officer will be posted on the right of each platoon, and a 
triedserjcant will form a supernumerary rank, and will instantly 
put to death any man who goes back. This formation is to take 
place by regiments and brigades, in the course of the day, 
when the officers are to be po11ted. 

Let every one perfectly understand his place; and let all 
bear in mind what they owe to their own honor and to a be
loved country, contending for its rights, and its very inde
pendence as a nation. 

The officers must be careful that the men do not throw away 
their ammunition : one deliberate shat. being worth half a dozen 
hurried ones; and th ey are to give to the troops the example 
of courage in every exigency which may happen. 

In battle, there must be no contest for rank or station, but 
every corps must march promptly and directly to the spot, 
which it may be directed to occupy. The troops will lJe under 
arms at reveiliE~e to-morrow morning, and will be ready to 
march at a moment's warning. A\1 orders from the adjutant 
and inspector-general's department; from captain Rees, as. 
sistant-deputy.qnarter-master-gelleral; and major Lush and 
captain Nourse, e>.tra aides de ~amp to general \\' ilkin~on, wiU 
be respected as coming from the commanding general himself. 

Signed, by order, W, CUMMJN GS, adjutant-gen. 
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No. 19. 

From lieutenaut.colonel IViltiams to sir G. Prevost. 

SJH La Cole, 1\larch 13, 181-t. 
I beg '1ene to acquaint you, that 1 hal'e just receivetl from 

major Handcock, of the 13th regiment, commanding at the 
"block-house on La Colle river, a. report, stating that the 
out-pgsts on the roads from Bnrtouvillc and La Colle mill, 
leading from Odell-town, were attack . d at an early hour 
ye,;terday morning l.Jy the enemy in great force, colle~ted 
from Plattsburg ant: Burlington, under the command of maJor
general \\'ilkimon. The attack on the Burtonville road wa5 
s0on over, "hen th~ enemv shewed themselves on the road 
from the mili that leads direct to Odd!. town, where they dr.,ve 
in a piquet sta tioned i'1 ad\ance of La Colic, about a mile and 
a half distant; and fOon after the enemy established a battery 
of three gnns (12 rounders) in the wootl. With this artillery 
they began to lire 0:1 the mill, when major Handcock, hearing 
of the arrival of the flank companies of the 13th regiment at 
the block-house, ordered an attack on the guns; which, how
ever, was not successful, fro .n the wood being so thick and so 
filled with men . Soon after, another opportunity presented 
itself, when the Canadian grenadier company, and a company 
of the voltigeu rs, attempted the guns; but the very great su pe
riority of the enemy's numbers, hid in the woods, prevented 
their taking them. 

I have to regret the loss uf many brave and good soldiers in 
these two attacks, and am particularly sorry to lose the service, 
for a short timt, of captain El lard, of the 13th rfgiment, 
from being wounded, while gallantly leadin~ his company. 
The enemy "ithdrew their artillery towards night-fall, and 
retired, towards mnrning, from the mill, taking the road to 
Odell.town • 

.Major Handcock speaks in high terms of obligation to 
captain Ritter, of the frontier light infantry, who, from hii 
knowledge of the country, was of great benefit. fhe ma.ine 
detachment, under lieutenants C-t ·d" ell and Bar ton, the 

Canadian grenadi'<r company, and the company of voltigeurs, 
as well as all the troops employed: the maj<H expresses himself 
in high term!l of praise for their conduct, so honorable to 
the service. 

Major Handcor.k feels excecuingly indebted to captain 
Pring, R. N. for hi~ ready and prompt assistance, in moor111g 
up the sioop and a un- boats from Isle au ~ oix, to the enrrance 

of the La Golle river, the fire from which was so destructive. 
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Lieutenants Caswick and Hicks, of the royal navy, were most 
actively zealous in forwarding two guns from the boah, and 
getting them up to the mill. 

To major Handcock the greatest praise is due, for his most 
gallant defence of the mill against such superior numbers; and 
I earnestly trust it will meet the approbation of his excellincy 
the commander in chief of the forces. I have the honor to 
transmit a list of the killed and wounded of the British: that 
of the enemy, from all accounts I can collect from the 
inhabitants, must have been far greater. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

lieut.-col. 13th regiment, 
commanding at St. John's. 

List of killed, wounded, and missing, in action at La Colle mill, 011 the 
30th of March, 18U. 

13th grenadiers ;-8 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 
se1jeant, 31 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, missing. 

13th light i'!fantry;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeaut, 8 rank and 
file, wour.ded; 1 rank and file, missing. 

13th, captain Blake'scompany;-I rank and file, killed. 
Canadian grenadiers ;-1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and file, 

wounded; 2 rank and file, missing. 
Canadian voltigeurs ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 
Total-11 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 4-3 

rank aud file, wounded; 4 rank and file, missing. 

Officers wounded. 

13th r~giment ;-Captain Ellard; ensign Wbitford, slightly. 
Note-1 Indian warrior kdled, 1 wounded. 

- R. B. IIA~DCOCK, maJor • 

.,.,,,,...,.,.,,,.,.,,.,., 

No. 20. 

From lieutenant-general Drummt~nd to Si1· George Prevost. 

H.l\I. S. Prinre Regent, Lake Ontario, 
Sut, off Oswego, May 7, 1814. 

I am hap!\y to have to announce to your excellency the 
f:Omplete success of the expedition agains.t Oswego. The 
troops mentioned in my despatch of the 3d instant; viz. six 
companies of De 'Vatteville's regiment, under lieutenant
colonel Fischcr, the light company of the Glengarry Jight 
jnfantry, under captain J\l'Millan, and the whole of the second 
battalion royal marines, under lieutenant-colonel .Ma~colm, 
having bc~n embarked with a detachment of the royal artillery, 
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under captain Cruttentlen, with two field-pieces, a cletachmcnt 
of the rocket company under lieutenant Stcnns, ami a de
tachment of ,appcrs anti miner under lieutenant Gos et, of 
the royal engineer , on the evening of the 3d in tant, I pro
ceeded on bo:Hd the Prince Regent at day-light on the 4th, and 
the squadron immediately . ailcd; the wind being variable, we 
ifit.l not arrive off Oswq~o until noon the following day. The 
hip· lay.to "irhin long gun-shot of the batlery, and the gun

boats u~dcr captain ColliPr were sent close in, for the purpose 
of inducing the enemy to hew his fire, and particularly the 
uumbcr and position of his guns. Thi . ervice was performed 
in the most gallant manner, the boats taking a po ition within 
point-blank shot of the fort, ~hich returned the fire from four 
gnns, one of them heavy. The enemy did not appear to have 
any guns mounted on the town-side of the river. 

J-laving sufficiently reconnoitred the place, arrangements 
were made for its attack, which it was designed should take placll 
at eight o'clock that evening; but at sun-set a very heavy 
squall blowing directly on the shore, pbliged the squadron to 
get under ~eigh, and prevented our return until next morning; 
when the following disposition was made of the troops and 
~quadron by commodore sir J. Yeo and myself. The Princess 
Charlotte, \Volfe,"" and Royal George, t to engage the batte. 
ries, as close as the depth of water would admit of their ap
proaching the shore; the Sir Sidoey Smith:t schooner, to scour 
the town, and keep in check a large body of militia, who might 
attempt to pass over into the fort; the 1\loira~ and l\lelville~ 
brigs, to tow tl1c boats with the troops, and then cover their 
landing, by scouring the woods on the low point towards the 
foot of the hill, by which it was intended to advance to the 
assault of the fort. 

Captain 0'Connor hacl the direction of the boats and gun. 
boats destined to land the troops, which consisted of the flank 
companies of De 'Vatteville's regiment, the company of the 
Glengarry light infantry, and the second battalion of the royal 
marines, being all that could be landed at one embarkation. 
The four battalion companies of the regiment of De Watteville, 
and the detachment of artillery remaining in reserve on board 
the Princess Charlotte and ~ir Sidn£'y Smith schooner. 

As soon as every thing w:ts ready, the ships opened their fire, 
and the boats pushed for the point of disembarkation, in the 

. ~ost regular order. The landing was effected under a heavy 
fire from the fort, as well as from a consideiable body of the 
enemy, drawn up on the brow of the hill aud in the woods. 
The immediate command of the troops was entrusted to lieute-

• Montreal. t Niagar11. t· 1\lagnet, ~ Cbarwell. ! Star. 
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nant-colonel Fischer, of the regiment of De Watteville, of 
whose gallant, cool, and judicious conduct, as well as of the 
distinguished bravery, steadiness, and discipline of every officer 
and soldier composing this small force, I was a witness, having, 
with commodore sir James Yeo, the deputy-adjutant-general, 
and the officer!! of my staff, landed with the troops. 

I refer your excellency to lieutenant-colonel Fischer's letter 
enclosl'd, for an account of the operations. The place was 
gained in ten minutes from the moment the troops advanced. 
The fort being every where almost open, the whole of the gar
rison, consisting of the third battalion of artillery, about 4()0 
strong, and some hum1red militia, effected their escape, with 
the exception of about 60 men, half of them severely wounded. 

I enclose a return of our loss. amongst which I have to 
regret that of captain Haltaway, of the royal marines. Your 
excellency will lament to observe in the list the name of that 
gallant, judicious, and excellent officer, captain Mulcaster, of 
the ro_}al navy, who landed at the head of ~00 volunteer 
seamen from the fleet, and received a severe and dangerous 
wound, vvhen within a few yards of the guns, which he was 
advancing to storm, which I fear will deprive the squadron of 
his valuable assistance for some time at least. 

In noticing the co-operation of the naval branch of the ser
vice, I have the highest satisfaction in a&suring your excellency, 
that I have throughout this, as well as on every other occasion, 
experienced the most zealous, cordial, and able support from 
sir J ames Yeo. It will be for him to do justice to the merits 
of those under his command; but I may nevr rtheless be per
mitted to observe, that nothing could exceed the coolness and 
gallantry in action, or the unwcaricd exertions on shore, of tha 
captains, officers , and crews of the whole squadron. 

1 enclose a memorandum of the captured articles that have 
· been brought away, in which your excellency will perceive witli 
!'iatisfaction seven heavy guns, that were intended for the enemy's 
new ship. Three 32-pounders were sunk by the enemy in the 
river, as well as a large quantity of cordage, and other naval 
stores. The loss to them, therefore, has been very great; and 
I am sanguine in believiug that by this blow, they have been 
deprived of the meaus of completing the armament~ and par
ticularly the equipment, of the large man of war, an object of the 
grcate~t importance. 

Every object of the expedition having been effected, and the 
captured stores embarked, the troops returned in the most 
perfect order on board their respective ships, at four ()'clock 
this morning, when the squadron immediately sailed, the bar. 
racks in the town, as well as those in the fort, having been 
previously burnt, together \fith the platforms, bridge, &c. 
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and the works in every other respect dismantled and destroyed, 
as far as was practicable. 

I can-not close this despatch without offering to your excel. 
Jency's notice the admirable and judicious manner in which 
lieutenant-colonel Fischer formed the troops, and led them to 
the attack; the cool and gallant conduct of lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm, at the head of the second battalion royal marines; 
the intrepidity of captain De Bersey, of the regiment De 
'Vatteville, who commanrled the advance; the zeal and energy 
of lieutenant-colonel Pearsou, inspecting field-officer, who, 
with major Smelt, of the 103d regiment, had obtained a passage 
on board the squadron to Nia~ara, and volunteered their ser
vices on the occasion; the gallantry of captain :\1':\'lillan, of 
the Glengarry light infantry, who covered the left flank of the 
troops in the advance; and the activity and judgment of CC1ptain 
Cruttenden, royal artillery; brevet-major De Courten, of the 
regiment De \Vatteville; lieutenant Stevens, of the rocket com. 
pany; lieutenant Gossct, royal engineers; each in their respec
tive situations. 

Lieutenant-colonel :\lalcolm has reported in high terms the 
conduct of lieutenant Lawrie, of the royal marines, who was 
at the head of the first men who entered the fort; and I had an 
opportunit} of witn essing the bravery of lieutenant Hewett, of 
that corps, who climbed the flag-staff, and pulled down the 
American ensign which was nailed to it. To lieutenant-colonel 
Harv.cy, deputy-adjutant-general, my warmest approbation is 
most justly due, for his unremitting zeal and useful as>istance. 
The services of this intelligent and experienced officer have been 
so f requently brought under your excellency's observation 
before, that it would be superfluous my making any comment 
on the high estimation in which I hold his valuable exertions. 

Captain Jcrvois, my aiJe de camp, and lieutenant-colonel 
Hagermane, my provincial aide de camp, the only officers o( 
my personal staff who accompanied me, rendered me every 
assistance. 

Captain Jervois, who will deliver to your excellency with 
this despatch, the American flag taken at Oswego, is fuJly able 
to ~fford every further information you may require; and I 
av~1l myself of the present opportunity strongly to recommend 
th1s officer to the favorable consideration of his royal highness 
the commander in chief. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
GORDON DRUMl\10ND. 
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No. 21. 

From lieutenant-colonelllischer to lieutenant-colonel Harvey: 

II. M. S. Prince Regent, off Oswcgo, 
SrR, Lake Ontario, May 7. 

It is with heartfelt satifaction that I have the honor to report 
to you, for the information of lieutenant-general Drummood 
commanding, that the troops placed under my orders for th~ 
purpose of storming the fort at Oswego have completelv 
11ucceeded in this service. ' • 

It will be superfluotiS for me to enter into any details of the 
operations, as the lieutenant-general has personally witnessed 
the conduct of the \\hole party; and the grateful task only 
remains to point out for his approbation, the distinguished 
bravery and discipline of the troops. 

The second battalion of royal marines formed their column 
in the most regular manner, and, by their steady and rapid 
advance, carried the fort in a very short time. In fact, nothing 
could surpass the gallautry of that battalion, commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel .Malcolm ; to whose cool and deliberate 
conduct our success is greatly to be attributed. 

The lieutenant-colonel reported to me, in high terms, the 
conduct of lieutenant James Laurie, who was at the head of 
the tirst men who entered the fort. The two flank companies 
of Dt: 'Vatteville's, under captain De B8rscy, behaved with 
spirit, though labouring with more difficulties during their 
formation, on account of the badness of the landing place, aQd 
the more direct oppositiou of the enemy. The company of 
Glengarry light infantry, under captain .M' Millan, behaved in 
an equally distinquished manner, by clearing the wood, and 
driving the enemy into the fort. l beg leave to make my 
personal acknowledgements to staff-adjutant Grcig, and lieu
tenant and adjutant 1\Iermet, of De Watteville' s, for their zeal 
pnd attention to me during the day's service. Nor can I 
forbear to mention the regular behavior of the whole of the 
troops during their stay on shore, and the most perfect order 
in which the re-embarkation of the troops has been executed, 
and every service performed. 

I enclose herewith the return of killed and wounded, as sent 
to me by the different corps. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Lieut.-col. Ilarvcy, 
~epu ty .adjuant-gcneral, 

V. FISCHER, 
lieut •• col. De WattcyilJe's regirucrr.t.. 
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Return of killed and wounded of the troops in action with the enemy 
at Oswego, on the 6th of lny, 1814. 

2d ball. 1·o!Jal marines; -1 captain, 2 serjeants, 4 rank ani! _file, killed. 
De TYfllter:ille'srcgiment;-1 drummer, 7 rank and file, killed. 
Qd battalion royal marines;-1 serjea~t, 32 rank and file, w~unded. 
De Wattroille's regiment ;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 ~erJeant, 17 

rank and file, wouocled. 
Glengarryfenc_ibles ;- ? rank and file, wounded. . 
Total - 1 c01 ptaan, 2 serJeants, 1 drummer, 15 rank and file, killed; 1 

captain, 1 subaltern, 2 serJeants, 58 rank and file, wounded. 
Officers killcrl. 

2d battalion royal marines;-Captain William Holtaway. 
Officers wounded. 

De lVatte-ville's regiment ;-Captain Lendergrew, severe! y; lieute
nant Victor i\lay, dangerously (since dea;l). 

J. HARVEY, 
lieu t. -col. dep. -adj .-gen. 

Return of the killed and wounded of the royal navy at Oswc~o, 1\Iay 6, 
3 seamen, killed; 2 captains, 1 lieuteaiant, 1 master, 7 seamen, 

wounded. 
Total- 3 killed; 11 wounded. 

Officers wounded. 
Captain Mulcaster, dangerou•ly; captain Popham, lieutenant Gritlin, 

.severely; Mr. Ricbardsoo, master, arm amputated. 
J. LA ·wRIE, sec. 

No. 22. 

His majesty's brig Magnet, (late Sir Sidney ~mith;) 
Off Oswcgo, U. S . .May 7. 

Return of ordnance and ordnance-stores, taken and destroyed 
at Osuego, Lake-Ordario, the 6th .May, 1814, by his ma. 
jesty' s troops under the command of lieut. -gen. Drummond. 

Taken ;- 3 32-pounder iron guns, 4 24-puunder iron guns 1 1~-
pounder iron gun, 1 6-pouuder iron gun.- Total 9. ' 

Destro:yed; - 1 heavy 12-pounder, 1 heavy 6-pounder.- Totnl 2. 
Shot ;~81 4'l-pounder, rounrl; ~2 32-pounoer, round; S6 42-pounder, 

camster; 4Q 32-pounder, cacllater; 30 24-pounder, canister; 12 42-
.pounder, grape; 48 3'2-pounder, grape; 18 24-pounder, grape. 

F.1ght barrels of gunpowder, and all the shut of small calibcr in the 
fort, and stores, thrown into the river. 

EDWAH.D CRUTTENDEN, captain, 
commanding royal artillery. 

E. BA YNES, adjutant-general. 

Memorandum of provisions stores, &c. captured. 
~ne thousand and _forty-five barrels of flour, p0rk, potatoes, salt, 

talww, &c. &c. 70 coals of rope and cordage; tar, blocks, (large and 
1mall,) 2 small schooners, with aeveral boats, and other smaller craft. 

NOAH FREER, mil. Sec. 
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No. 23. 

From sir Jame1 L. Yeo to JJfr. Croker. 

Sra, 

My letter of the 15th April last will hue informed their 

lordships. that his majesty's ships, Prince Regent and Princess 

Charlotte, were launched on the preceding day. I no " have 

the satisfaction to a("quaint you, for their lordships' informa

tion, that the squadron, by the unremitting exertions of the 

officers and men under my command, were ready on the 3d 

instant, when it was detennintd by lieutena~t-gencral Drum. 

mood and myself, that an immediate attack should be made on 

the forts and town of Oswego: which, in point of position, 

is themost formidable I have seen in Upper Canada; and where 

the enemy had, by river navigation, coHected from the interior 

sevt'ral heavy guns, aAd naval stores for the ships, and large 

depots of provisions for their army. 

At noon, on the bth, we got otf the port, and were on the 

point of landing, when a heavy gale from the N. W. oblig•d me 

to gain an offing. On the morning of the 6th, every thing 

being ready, 140 troops, 200 seamen, armed with pikes, under 

captain .Mulcaster, and 400 marines, were put into the boats. 

The Montreal and Niap;ara took thair stations a-breast, and 

"ithin a quarter of a mile of the fort ; the Magnet, opposite 

the to..-n; and the Star and Chauell, to cover the landing, 

which was effected under a most heavy fire of round, grape, aud 

musketry, kept up with gn'at spirit. Our men having to 

ascend a very steep and long hill, were consequently exposed to 

a destructive fire. Their gallantry overcoming every difficulty, 

they soon gained the summit of the hill ; and, throwing them. 

selves into 1he fosse, mounted the ramparts on all sides, V)ing 

with each other "ho should he foremost. Lieutenant .Laurie, 

my secretary, was the first who gained the ramparts; and 

lieutenant Hewitt climbed the ftag-st&Jf under a heavy fire, and 

in the most gallant style struck the American colours. which had 

been nailed to the mast. My gaJiant and much-esteemed friend, 

captain Mulcaster, led the seamen to the assault with his 

accustomed bravery; but, 1 lament to ~ay, he received a danger

ous wound in the act of entering the fort, which I apprehend 

will, for a considt'rable Hme, deprive me of his valuable services. 

Mr. Scott, my first-lieutenant, who was next in command, 

nobly led them on, and soon gained the ramparts. Captain 

O'Connor, of the Prince Rl'gent, to whom J entrusted tb• 

landing of thl' troops, displayed great ability and cool judg. 

meot: the boats being under a heavy fire from all points. 
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Captain Popham, of lhe Montreal, anchored hi; ship in a 
most rr allant style, sustaining the whole fire until we !{Rined the 
shore~ She, as set on fire three times by red hot shot, and 
much cut up in her hull, masts, and rirrging; captain Popham 
received a evere wound in hi10 right hand, and speaks in hicrh 
terms of :\lr. Richardson, the master, who, from a severe 
wound in the left arm, was obliged to undergo amputation at 
the shoultler.joint. 

Captain Spilsbury, of the Niagara; captain Dobbs, of the 
Charwell; captain Anthony, of the tar; and captain Collier, 
in the Magnet, behaved much to my satisfaction. The second 
~ttalion of royal marines excited the admiration of all ; they 
were led by the gallant colonel :'llalcolm, and .,uffered severely. 
Captain Hollaway, doing uuty in the Princess Charlotte, gal. 
lantly fell at the he<>d of his company. Having landed ·with the 
seamen and marines, 1 had great plea ure in witnessing, not only 
the zeal and prompt attention of the officers to my orders, but 
also the intrepid bravery of the men, whose good and temperate 
conduct under circumstance · of great temptation. (being a wh de 
night in the town, employed loading the captured vessels, with 
ordnance, naval stores, and provisions,) most ju tly claim my 
high approbation and acknowledgment. And I here beg leave 
to recommend to their lordships' notil'e the senice of all; of 
my firbt.lieutenant, :.\Ir. cott; and of my aid e de camp, acting 
lictttenant Yeo, to whom I Leg; leave to refer their lordships 
for information; nor should the meritorions exertions of act
ing lieutenant Griffin , severely wounded in the arm, or Mr. 
Brown, both of \\horn were attached to the stormin" party, be 
omitt,·d. It is a great source of satis f'action to me to acquaint 
their lordships, that I have on this, and in all other occasions, 
received from li t> utenant Drurnmond that support and attention, 
which never fail in securing perfect cordiality between the two 
»ervices. 

I herewith transmit a list of the killed ami wounded, and 
of the ordnance, naval stores, and provisious, captured and 
destroyed, by the combined attack on the 6th instant. 

I hare the honor to be, &c. 

J. W. Croker, esq. &c. 

JAMES LUCAS YEO, 
Commodore and commander ia chief. 

A list of_ officers and seamen, of his m~j es t:r's fleet on L ake-Outario, 
killed aud ,,-ounded at Oswego on the 6th . 1ay, 1814. 

Thrt::e seamen, killed ; 2 captains, 1 lie ute na nt, 1 ma> ter, 7 seamen, 
wounded. 

Total-3 tilled J 11 wounded. 
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A statement of ordna.nce, and na\lal stores and pro\lisions, brougl1t 
off and destroyed, In a combined attack of the sea lllld laud forces 
on the town and fort of Oswego, on the 6th may, 1814. 

Ordnance sto~es brought off;-Three long 32-pounder guns; four long 
~4-pounders. 

A quantity of various kinds of Ordnance stores. 
N a rat stores .und pruvi~ions; 3 schooners; 800 barrels of flour, liO(} 

barrels of pork, 600 Larrels of salt, 500 barrels of bread. 
A quantity of lnrge rope. 

Dtstro}Jtd ;-Three long 2!-pounder gun~, one long 12-pounder gun, 
two long 6-poundcr guns. 

One schooner, and all barracks and other public buildings. 

J. I •. YEO, 
Comm01lore and commander in cbier, 

11'11111#'1#"111'1# 

No. 24 . 

.American general order. 

Head c1uarters, Sackett's Harbor, 
.May 12, 1814. 

Major-general Brown has the satisfaction to announce to th~ 
forces under his command, that the detachments stationed at 
Oswego, under the immediate orders of lientenant-colonel 
Mitchell, of the third artillery, by their gallant and highly mili
tary conduct, in sustaining the fire of the whole British fleet of 
this lake for nearly two days, and contending with the vastly 
superior numbers of the enemy on the land, as long as the in
terest of the country, or the honor of their profession, required; 
and then, effecting their retreat in good order, in the face of this 
superior force of the enterprising and accomplished foe, to the 
ucpot of naval stores, which it became their duty to defend, 
have establi~hrd for themscl ves a name in arms, worthy of the 
gallant nation in whose cause they fight, and highly honorable 
to the army. Lieutenant-colonel Mitchell had, in all, less than 
300 men ; and the force of the enemy, by land and water, ex-
ceeded 3000. R. JONES, assist.-adjt.-gen. 

,,,,,...,,,,.,...,,.,,,. 

No. 25 . 

.American general order. 

Adjutant-general's office, left division, 
July 2, 1814. 

Major.general Brown has the salisfaction to announce to the 
troops of his division on this frontier, that he is authorized by 

http://assist.-adjt.-gen
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the orders of hi& government to put them in motion again~t the 
enemy. The first and second brigades, with the corps of artil
lery, will cross the sh·ait before them this night, or as early 
to-morrow as possible. 'fhc necessary instruction have been 
gi.ven to the brigadiers, and by them to the commanding officers 
of regiments and corps. . 

Upon entering Canada, the laws of war wdl gol'Crn; men 
found in arms, or otherwise engaged in the service of the enemy, 
will be treated as enemies; those behaving peaceably, and fol
lowing their private occupations, will be treated as friends. 
Private property, in all cases, will be held sacred; public pro
perty, '"henevcr found, will be srized anJ disposed of by the 
commanding general. Our utmost protection will be given to 
all who actually join, or who evince a desire, to join us. 

Plundering is prohibited. The major-general does not appre
hend any difficulty on this account, with the regular army and 
Yolunteers, who press to the standard of their country to 
a \·en cre her wrongs, and to gain a name in arms. Profligate meu, 
who follow the army for plunder, must not expect that thry 
will escape the vengeance of the gallant spirits who arc strug
gling to exalt the national character. Any plunderer shall be 
punished with death who may be found violating this order. 

By order of the major-general. 
C. K. GARDS Eft, adjt..gen • 

.,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,.,, 

No. 26. 

From major-general Riall to lieutenant-gen. sir G. Drummond. 

Sm, Chippeway, July6. 
I have the honor to inform you, that the enemy effected a 

]anding on the m?rnin~ of ~he 3d instant at the ferry, oppobite 
Black Rock, havmg dn ven m the piquet of the garrison of Fort
~rie. I was ~ade acquainted with the circumstance about eight 
m the mornmg, and gave orders for the immediate advance 
to Chippeway of five companies of the royal Scots under 
1ieutenant-colonel Gordon, to reinforce the garrison 'of that 
place. Lieutenant-colonel Pearson had moved forward from 
thence with the light companies of the lOOth some militia and 
a few Indians, to reconnoitre their position and numbers; 
he found them posted on the ridge parallel with the river near 
the ferry, and in strong force. I received instructions' from 
major Buck, that they had also landed a considerable force 
above Fort-Erie. In consequence of the king's regiment 
which I had every reason to expect the day before from York; 
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not having arrived, I was prevented from making an attack that 
night. 

The following morning, the 4th, a body of their troops were 
reported to be advancing by the river; I moved to reconnoi
tre. an~ found them to be in considerable force, with cavalry 
anrl arllllery: and a large body of riflemen. Lietenant-colonel 
Pearson was in advance during this reconnoisance with the light 
company of the royal Scots, and the flank company of the 
lOOth, and a few of the 19th light dragoons, four of whom, 
and eight horses, were wounded in a skirmish with the enemy's 
riflemeu. 

Having been joined by the king's regiment on the morning 
of the 5th, I made my dispositions for attack at four oclock in 
the afternoon. The light companies of the royal Scots, and 
lOOth regiment, with the second Lincoln militia, formed the 
advance under lieutenant-colonel Pearson. The Indian w-arriorj 
were, throughout, on our right flank in the w-oods. The troops 
moved in three columns, the third (the king's regiment) being 
in advance. The enemy had tal<en up a position with his right 
resting on some buildings and orchards, close on tha river Nia
gara, and strongly supported by artillery; his lef[ towards the 
wood, having a considerable body of riflemen and Indians in 
front of it. 

Our Indians and militia were shortly engaged with the ene
my's riflemen and Indians, who at first checked their advance; 
but the light troops bt'ing brought to their support, they suc. 
cecded, after a sharp contest, in dislodging them, in a very 
handsome style. I placed two light 24-pouuders, and 5f-inch 
howitzer, against the right of the enemy's position, and formed 
tho ro) al Scots and lOCth regiment, wilh the intention of mak
ing a movement upon his left, which deployed with the greatest 
rllgularity, and opened a' ery heavy fire. 1 immediately moved up 
the king's regiment to the right, while the royal Scots and IOOth 
regiment were directed to charge the enemy in front, for which 
they advanced w-ith the greatest gallantry, under a most tle5truc
tive fire. I am sorry to say, however, in this attempt they 
suffered so severely, that I was obliged to withdraw them, find
ing th<'ir further effnrts against the superior numbers of the 
enemy would be unarailing .-Lil'utcnant-rolonel Gordon, and 
lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Twecllale, commanding these 
regiments, being wounded, as were mu~t of the officers belong
ing to each. 1 directed a retreat to be made upon Cippeway, 
which wa~ conducted with ,good order and regularity, covered 
by the king's regiment, undt>r major Evans, and the light. troops 
under lieutenant-colonel Pearson; and 1 have pleasure m say
ing, that not a single prisoner fell into the enemy's hands, 
except those who were disabled from wounds. From the report 
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ot some prisoner$, we ltav-e made the enemy's force to amount 
to about 6000 men, with a very numerous train of artillery, 
having been augmented by a \'cry lar~e hody of troops, whit:h 
moved down from Fort- Erie immediately before the commence. 
ment of the action. Our own force, in regular troops, amounted 
to ahout 1500,* exclusive of the militia and Indians, of which 
last description there was not above 300. Fort- Erie, I under
stand, surrendered upon capitulation on the 3d i11stant. Al
though this affair was not attend€d with the success which I had 
.hoped for, it will be highly gratifying to you to learn, that the 
officers and men behaved with the greatest gallantry. I am 
particularly indebted to \ieutenant.colonel Pears on for the very 
great assistance I have received from him, and for the manner in 
which he lerl his light troops into the action. Li.~ utenant-colonel 
Gordon, and lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Tweedale, and 
major Evans, commanding the king's regiment, merit my 
warmest praise for the good example they shewed at the head of 
thci r res pecti vc regiments. 

The artillery, under the command of captain 1\fackonochie, 
was ably served, and directed with good effect; and I am parti
cularly obliged to major Lisle, of the 19th light dragoons, for 
the manner in which he covered ancJ protected one of the 24-
pounders which had been disalitled. I have reason to be highly 
satisfied with the zeal, activity, and intelligence, of captain 
Holland, my aide de camp, captain Eliot, deputy.as~istant
quarter-master-general; staff-adjutant Greig, and lieutenant 
Fox, of the royal Scots, who acted as major of brigade during 
the absence of major Gl egg, at Fort-Georgc. The conduct of 
lieutenant-colonel Dixon, of the 2d Lincoln militia, has been 
most exemplary; and l am very much indebted t~ him for it on 
this, as well as on other occasions, in which be has evinced the 
greatest zeal for his majesty's service. The conduct of the 
officers and men of this r.egiment has also been highly praise
worthy. Lieutenant colonel Pearson has reported to me, in 
the most favourable terms, the excellent manner in which 
lieutenant Horton, with a part of the 19th light dragoons, 
observed the motions of the enemy, while he occupied the posi
tion he took on his first-lauding, and during his advance to this 
place. 

I have, &c. 
P. RIALL, maJor.grn • 

. • 1st royal Srots, 500; Jst batt. king's, 480; lOOth regiment, 450; 
Wt~h one troop or the 19th !light dragoons, and a proportion of ro al 
arllllery, 

VOL. 11. F F 
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No. 27. 
Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the right 

di"Oision, in action with the enemy, in advance of Chippe. 
way, July 5, 1814. 

Killed.-Ro.IJ'll artiller.v ;-1 rank and file. 
1 .~ t, or rnyal Scots ;-1 captain, 4 serjeants, 58 rank and file. 
8th, or king's regiment ;-3 rank and file. 
100/lt regiment ;-3 suhalterns, 3 serjeants, 64 rank and nle. 
Milititt ;-2 captains, 1 subaltern, 9 rank and file. 

Total killed-3 captains, 3 subalterns, 1 serjeants, 135 rank and file. 
Wounded-General stoff;-l captain. 

Royal artillery ;-4 rank and file. 
Royf•i artillery dri"ders ;-1 subaltern. 
19th light dro{!oons ;-1 serjeant, 5 rank :md file. 
1st, or royal Scots ;-1 field-officer, 2 captains, 7 subalterns, -i ser

jeant~, 1 'll rank and file. 
Sth, or king'$ regiment ;-1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 22 rank and fik. 
100th regiment;-1 fielrl-officer, 2 captains, 6 subalterns, 11 ser· 

junts, 114 rank and file. -
Militia ;-1 field-officer, 3 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 11 rank and file. 

Total wouncled-3 field-officers, 5 captains, 18 subalterns, 18 ser
jeants, 277 rank and file. 

Missing- I st, or royal Scots ;-30 rank and file. 
tOOth regiment ;-1 subaltern. 
ll.filitia ;-1 serjeant, 14 rank and file. 

Total missin~t-1 subaltern, 1 se~jeant, 44 rank and file. 
Horseii-2 killed, 1 mi&sing.-Total, S. 

N. B. The men returned missing, are supposed to be killed or wounded. 

One 24-poundc;r limber blewn up; 2 tumbrils rlamaged. 
EDW ARD BAY NES. 

Adjutant-general North America .. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 
Killed-1st battalion, royal Scots ;-Captain Bailey. 

100th regiment ;-Lieutenaut Gibbon, ensign Rea. 
ll-Iilitia ;-Captains Rowe and Tomey, lieuteuant M'Doouel. 

Wounded-General sttljf;-Captain Holland, aide de camp to major• 
general Riall, severely (not dangerously)-

Royal artillery drivers ;-Lieutenant Jack, slightl_y. 
lst battalion, royal Srots ;-Lieutenant-colonel Gordon, slightly; 

captains Bird anti Wilson, severely, and prisoners; lieutenant \V, 
Campbell, severely; lieutenants Fox, Jackson, and HPndrick, se• 
verely; (not dangerously;) Lieutenant M'Donald, slightly; lieute
naut A. Campbell, severely ; lieutenant Connel, severely. 

8th regiment ;-Lieutenant Boyd. 
100th 1egiment ;-Lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Twcedale, se

verely; (not dangerously ;) captain Sherrard, ~e\'erely; (not dan~er
ously ;) captain Sleigh, severely; lieutenants Williams, Lyon, and 
Valentine; lieutenant Fortune, wounded and missiug, suppo!ed 
prisoner; ensignii Clarke and Johnson; adjutant Kin&itoo, 
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No. 28. 

From Major-general Brown to the American ucretary at war. 

StR, Chippeway Plains, July 6, 1814. 
Excuse my silence; I hav~ been much engagecf: Fort. Erie 

did not, as I assured you it should uot, detain me a single clay. 
At 11 o'clock on the night of the 'lth, I arri\·ed at this place 
with the reserve, general Scott having taken the position about 
noon with the van. My arrangements for turning and taking 
in the rear the enemy's position east of Chippcway was made; 
\\hen major-jeneral Riall, suspecting our intention, and ad her. 
ing to the rule, that it is better to give than to receive an attack, 
came from behind his works about 5 o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 5th in order of battle. We did not baulk him. Before 
6 o'clock his line was broken and his forces defeated, leaving 
on the field -tOO killed and wounded. lie was closely pressed, 
and would have been utterly ruined, but for the proximity of 
his works, whither he fled for shelter. 

The wounded of the enemy, and those of our own army, 
must be attended to. They will be removed to Buffaloe. This, 
with my limited means of transportation, will takl' a day or 
two, after which I shall ad ranee, not doubting hut that the gal. 
!ant and accomplished troops I lead, will break down all oppo
sition between me and Lake Ontario, when, if met by the fleet 
all is well- if uot, under the favour of heaven, we sh11l behav; 
in a way to avoid disgrace. My detailed r€port shall be made 
in a day or two. I am, with the highest respect &c. 

Hon. secretary of War. JACOB BROWN. 

No. 29. 

American return of killed, wounded, and missing, in the affair 
of Chippeway, July 5th, 1815 

Artillery :- 4 rank and tile, killed; 8 ditto, wounded· and 8 rank and 
fde, missing. ' 

9 ih r~giment ;- 13 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 2 
se~Jeants, 39 rank and file, wounded. 

11 tit di~to ;- 1 serje~nt, 14 rank and file, killed; 1 colonel, 1 subaltern, 
6 serJ C'anti, 62 rank and file, wounded. 

19th ~itto ;- 3 rank and file, killer!; 2 ditto, wounded. 
!2d dtlto ;- 8 rank aoJ file, kill~:d; 1 captain, 2 iubalterns, ~ serjeanu, 

41 rank and file, wounded. 
25th di~to ;-1 serjeam, 4 rl\nk and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 

4 serJeants, 6.2 rank and -file, wounded. 
i' F 2 
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lHilitia ; -3 rank and file:, killerl; 2 ditto, wound re! ; 1 lieutenant-colo
nel, 1 majnr, 1 cnptain, 2 serjeants, 2 rank and file, mi~sing. 

Indians ;-9 rank aud file, killed; 4 ditto, wounded ; 10 ditto; missing. 
Tota.l ;-2 serjeants, 58 rank and file, Lilled ; 1 colonel, 3 cap

talll_s, 7 subalterns, 14 serjeants, 210 rank and file, wounded; 
1 beutena?t-.colonel, 1 major, 1 captain, 2 serjeants, 14 rnnk 
aud file, nHssmg. 

,,,,.,,,,,,,,, 

No. 30. 

From lieutenant-general Drummond to sir G. Pre'Oost. 

Head-quarter~, near Niagara FallS", 
SIR, July 27, 18l4. 

I embarked on board his majesty's schooner Netley, at York, 
on Sunday evenin!t, the 24th intant~ and reached Niagara at 
day-break the following morning. Finding, from lieutenant
colonel Tucker, that major-general Riall was understood to 
be moving towards the J. ... alls of Niagara, to support the ad
vance of his division, which he had pushed on to that place on 
the preceding e,·ening, I ordered lieutenant-colonel l\1orrison, 
with the 89th regimt'nt and a detachment of the royals and 
king's, drawn from Fort George and Mississaga, to procet'd to 
the same point in otdcr that, with the united force, I might act 
against the enemy (posted at Street'~ Creek, with his advance 
at Chippeway) on my arrival, if it should be found expedient. 
I ordered lieutenant-colonel Tucker, at the same time, to pro. 
ceed up the right bank of the river, with 300 of the 41st, 
about 200 of the royal Scots, and a body of Indian warriors, 
supported (on the river) by a party of armed seamen, under, 
captain Dobbs, royal navy. The object of this moTement was 
to disperse, or capture, a body of the enemy, encamped at 
Lewistown. Some unavoidable delay having occurred in the 
march of the troops up the right bank, the enemy had moved 
off previous to lieulenant.colonel Tucker's arrha!. I have to 
express myself satisfied with the exertions of that officer. 

Having rcfreshl'll the troops at Queenstoln., and hn¥tg 
brought across the 41st, royals, and Indians, I sent back the 41st 
and lOOih regiments, to form the garrisons of forts Gcorge, 
Mississaga, and Niagara~ under lieutenant-colonel Tucker, and 
moved with the 89th, an1l detadtments of the royals and king's, 
and light company of the 41st, in a 11 abotft 800 men, to join 
major-general Hiall's division at the Falls. 

When arrived within a few miles of that position, I met a 
report from major-general Riall, that the ent!my was advancing 
in great force. 1 immediately pushed on, and joined the head 
of lieutenant-colonel Mordson'~ columns just as it ruched · 
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the road lratlina fo the BeaTer Dam, ovrr the summit of tl1P. 

hill at Lumly's e.Lanc. In trarl of the whole of major.e;eneral 

Riall's di1·isiou, which I expected to have found occupying this 

position, 1 found it almost in the occupation of the enemy, 

'4hose columns were within 600 yards of the top ef the hill, 

and the surrounding woods filled with his light troops. The 

advance of major-general Riall's division, consisting of the 

Glengarry light infantry and incorporated militia, having com. 

menced a retreat upon Fort George, I countermanded these 

corps, and formed the 89th regiment, the royal Scots detach

ment, and the -tlst light company, in the rear of the hill, their 

left resting on the great road ; my two ':!4 -pounder brass field 

guns a little advanced, in front of the centre, on the summit of 

the hill; the Glengarry light infantry on the right; the bat

talion of incorporated militia, and the detachment of thr king's 

regiment on the left of the great roall; the squadron of the l 9th 

Jight dragoons in the rear of the left, on the road . l had 

~carccly completed this formation when the whole front was 

warmly and closely engaged. The enemy's principal efforts 

were directed against our left and centre. After repeated at

tacks, the troops on the left were partially forced back, and 

the enemy gained a momentary possession of the road. This 

gave him, however, no material advantage, a the troops which 

had been forced back formed in the rear of the 89th regiment, 

fronting the road, and securing the flank. lt was during this 

short interval that major-general Riall, having received a severe 

wound, was intercepted as he was passing to the rear, by a 

party of the enemy's cavalry, and taken prisoner. In the cen. 

tre, the repeated and determined attacks of the enemy were 

met by the 89th regimt•nt, the detachments of the royals and 

king's, and the light company of the 41st regiment, w1th the 

most perfect steadiness and intrepid gallantry, and th .: enemy 

was constantly repulsed with very heavy loss. In so determined 

a mannec were their attacks directed against our guns, that our 

artiilerymen were bayonetted by the enemy while in the t~ct of 

loading, and the muules of the enemy's guns were advanced 

within a few yards of our's. The darkness of the night, during 

this extraordinary conflict, occasioned several uncommon inci

dents: our troops having fora moment been pushed back, some 

of our guns remained for a few minutes in the enemy's hands; 

t~ey, however, were not only quickly recovered, but the two 

pieces (a 6-pounder and a 5f inch howitzer) which the enemy had 

brought up, were captured by us, together wilh several tumbrils, 

and in limbering up our guns at one period, one of the , nemy's 

6-pounders was put by mistake on a limber of ours, and one 

of our 6-pouuders limbered on one of his: uy which means 



438 APPENDIX. 

the pieces were exchangPd; and thus, though we captured hvo 
of his guns, yet, as he obtained one of ours, we have gained 
only one gun. 

About 9 o'clock, (the action having commenced at 6,) there 
was a short intermission of firing, during which it appears the 
enl'lll.) "'as employed in bringing up the whole of hilj remaining 
force; and he shortly afterwards renewed his attack with fresh 
troops, but was every where repul~ed with equal gallantry and 
succes!i. About this period the remainder of major-general 
Riall's divi~ion, which had been ordered to retire on the advance 
of the t:nemy, consisting of the 1113d regiment, under colonel 
Scott; the head-quarter division of the royal 8cot11; the head
quarter division of the 8th, or king's; flank companies of the 
lO~th; and some detachments of militia, under lieuteuant
colonel Hamilton, impecting field officer, joined the troops en
g'lged; and 1 placed thtm in a second line, with the exception of 
the royal Scot~ and flank companies of the 104th, with which I 
Jlrolonged my line in front to the right, where I was apprehen
sive of the enemy outflanking me. 

The enemy's efforts to carry the hill were continued till about 
midnight, when he had sufferl'd so severely from the superior 
steadiness and discipline of his majesty's troops, that he gave up 
the contest, and retreated with great precipitation to his camp 
beyond the Chippeway. On the following day he abandoned 
his camp, rhrew the greater part of his baggage, camp equipage, 
and provisions, into the Rapids, and having set fire to Street!s 
mills, and destroyed the bridge at Chippeway, continued his 
retreat in great disorder towards F ort-Erie. My light troops, 
cavalry, and Indians , are detached in pursuit, and to harass his 
retreat, which I doubt not be will continue until he reaches his 
own shore. 

The los& sustained by the enemy in this severe action cannot 
be estimated at less than 1500 men, including several hundred of 
prisoners left in our bands ; his two commanding generals, 
Brown and Scott, are said to be wounded, his whole force, 
which has never been rated at less than bOOO, having been 
engaged. 

Enclosed I have the bonor to transmit a return of our loss, 
"Which has been very considerable. The nt!mber of troops under 
toy command did not, for the first three hours, exceed 1600 men; 
and the addition of the troops under colonel Scott, did not 
encr• a se it to more than '2800 of every dcscri ption. 

A ~ery difficult, but at the same time a most gratifying duty 
remains, that of endeavouring to do justice to the merits of the 
officers and soldiers by whose valor and discipline this impor
tant success has been obtained. I was, very early in the action, 
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depriYed of the service of major-general Riall, who, I rt>gret to 
learn has suffered the amputation of his arm* in thtl enemy'• 
poss:ssion: his bravery, zt~al, and activity, have always been 
conspicuou • . 

To Jieuteuant-rolonel Harvey, deputy-adjutant-general, I 
am so deeply indebted for his valuable a sistance preYtous to, 
as well a& his able and energetic exertions during, this severe 
contest, that I feel myself called upon to point your excellency'• 
attention to the distinguished merits of this t.ighly deserving 
officer, whose services have been particularly conspicuous in 
every affair that has taken place since his arrival in this pro. 
vincc. The zeal and intelligence displayed by major Glegg, 
assistant-adjutant-general, deserve my warmest approbation. 
I much regret the loss of a very intelligent and promising young 
officer, lieu tenant 1\loorsom, 1 01th regiment, deputy-assistant• 
adjutant-general, who was killed towards the close of the 
action. The actife exertions of captain Eliot, deputy. 
asiistant-quartcr-master.general, of whose gallantry and conduct 
I had occ:1sion on two former instances to remark, were con. 
spicuous. .Major Maule and lieutanant Le Breton, of the 
quarter-master-general's department, were extremely useful to 
me; the latter was severely wounded. 

Amongst the officers from whose active exertions I derived 
the greatest assistance, I cannot omit to mention my aides da 
camp, captains Jervoise and Loring, and captain Holland, aide 
de camp to major-general Riall. Captain Loring was unfortu. 
nately taken prisoner by some of the enemy's dragoons, whilst 
in the execution of an order , 

In reviewing the action from its commencement, the first 
()bject which presents itself, as deserving of notice, is the stea. 
diness and good countenance of the squadron of the 19th light 
dragoons, under major Lisle, and the very creditable aml 
excellent defence made by the incorporated militia-battalion, 
under lieutenant-colonel Robinsou, who was dangerously 
wounded, and a detachment of the 8th (kiug's) regiment, under 
colonel Campbell. Major Kirby succeeded lieutenant-colonel 
Robinson in the command of the incorporated militia- battalion, 
and continued very gallantly to direct its efforts. This battalion 
has only been organized a few months, and, much to the credit 
of captain Robinson, of the king's regiment, (provincial lieute. 
nant-colonel,) has attained a highly respectable degree of 
discipline. 

In the reiterated and determined attacks which the enemy 
made on our centre, for the purpose of gaining, at once, the 

*It was afterwards ascertain~d, that major-goneral H.iall, though se · 
nrely wounded , did not lose his arm. 
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crest of the po~ition, and our guns, the st£-adiness and inlrept.. 
dity displa.yed by the troops allotted for the defence of that po:.t, 
were never surpassed; they consisted of thf' 2d battalion of the 
89th regiment, commanded by Jit"uteuant-colonel 1\forrison,. 
and after the lieu tenant-colonel had been obliged to retire from 
the field by a severe wound, by major Clifford; a detachment of 
the royal Scotts, under lieutenant Hemphill, and after he was 
killed, lieutenant Fraser; a detachment of the 8th, (or King's,) 
under captain Campbdl; light company 41st regiment, under 
captain Gtew; with some detachments of militia under lieute. 
nant-colonel Parry, l03d regiment. These troops repeatedly, 
when hard pressed, formed round the colours of the 89th regi. 
ment, and invariably repulscu the desperate efforts made again&t 
them. On the right, the steadiness and good c•1untenance of 
the 1st battalion royal Scuts, under lieutenant Gordon, on 
some very trying occasions, excited my admiration. The king's 
regiment, I st battalion, unrler major Evans, behave<1 with equal 
gallantry and firmness, as diu the light company of the royals, 
detached under captain Stewart: the grenadiers of the 103d, 
detacheJ under captain Brow ne; and the flank companies of 
the l04th, under captain Leonard; the Glengarry light in fan~ 
try, under lieutenant-colonel Battersby, di:tplayed most valuable 
qualities as light troops; colonel Scott, major Smelt, and the 
officers of the 103d, deserve credit for their exertions in rally
ing that regiment, after it had been thrown into momentarr 
disorder. 

Lieutenant-colonel Pearson, inspecting field-officer, directed 
the advance with great intelligence; and lieutenant-colonel 
Drummond, of the 104th, heving gone forward with my per
mission, early in the day, made himself actively useful in differ
ent parts of the field, under my direction. These officers are 
entitled to my best thank~, as is lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, 
inspecting field-officer, for his exertions after his arrival with 
the troops under colonel Scott. The field-artillery, so Ion' as 
there was light, was well served. 

The credit of its efficient state is due to <·aptain l\Iackonachie, 
who has had charge of it since his arrival with this division. 
Captain M'Lauchlan, who has charge of the batteries at Fort .. 
l\lississaga, ' ' olunteercd his services in the field on this occa
sion. He was severely wounded. Lieutenant Tomkins de
serves much credit fqr the way in which the two brass 2t-poun. 
ders, of which he had charge, were served; as uoes serjeant 
Austin, of the rocket company, who directed the Congreve 
rockets, which did much t·xecution. The zeal, loyalty, and 
brttvery with which the militifl. of this part of the pro,·ince had 
come forwar4 to co-operate with h.is majesty's troo_ps in t~e ex"\ 
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pulsion of the enemy, and their conspicuous gallantry in this, 
and in the action of the 5th instant, claim my warmest thanks. 

I cannot conclude this despatch without recommenclin~, in 
the strongest terms, the following officers, who-e cond.uct dur. 
ing the late operations has called for marked approhallon; aou 
I am induced to hope that your excellency will be pleased to 
submit their names for promotion to the most favorable consi
deration of his royal highoe s the prince regent; viz. cctptain 
Jervoise, my aide de camp; captain Robinson, 8th (king's) 
regiment, (provincial lieutenant-colonel,) commanding the 
incorporated militia; captain Eliot, deputy assistant-quarter
master-general; captain Holland, aide-de-camp to major-gene
ral Riall; and captain Glew, 41st regiment. 

This despatch will be delivered to you by captain Jervoisc, 
my aide de camp, who is fully competent to give your excel
lency every further information you may require. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
GORDON DRU;:\IMOND, 

His excellency sir G. Prevost, lieutenant-general. 
&c. &c. &c. 

,,,,.,,,..,,,,,,,.,. 

No. 31. 

Return of the killed, wounded, missing, and taken prisoners, 
of the right divisiun of the army in Upper Canada, under 
the command of lieuteuant-gener"t Drummond, in action 
with the enemy near the Falls of Niagara, 25th of July, 
1814. 

General Sta.ff;-1 deputy assi>tant-arljutant-general, killed; 1 lieu 
tenant-general, 1 major-!!:eneral, 1 ins pecting field-officer, 1 rleputy 
assistaut qu arte r-master-general, wounrlerl; 1 aide de camp, prisoner. 

l9tlt ligld drogoons;-3 horses killed; Q rank and file, 10 horses 
\\" Ounded; 1 rauk and file, I horse, missing. ' 

. Pro~inciaL Light dragoons;-2 rank and file, 3 horses, mis ,ing; 1 cap
tam, pnsoner. 

Royal en{;ineers ;-1 subaltern, missing. 
Royal artillery ;-1 captain, 12 rauk and file, wounded· 7 rank and 

fi le, missing. ' 
Royal marine-artillery;-1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, pri~oners. 
Royal artillery drivers;-11 horses killed; 3 rank anrl file , 4 horses 

wo unded; 1 rank and file, 8 horses, missing . 
..1.\'.B.-Two privates, 41st regiment, and 2 privates of the 29th regi

ment, attached to royal artillery drivers, miss.ing, 110t included. 

1st, or royal Scat~ ;-I subaltern, 15 rank and fjle, killerl; 1 captain, 
2 ; ubal terns ; 6 serJeants, 1 drummer, 106 rank and file, w;,uuded · ~ 
:ou baltcru s, 3 serjeaut31 1 drumrner1 35 rauk and file

1 
missing. ' 
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8th (or king's) re0niment;-12 rank and file, killed· S subalterns 3 
. I. ' , 

l!eljt>a~ts, 54 ran.: and file, \~ounded; 1 quarter-masttr, 1 ~ rank and 
lilc, tniSSII'g. 

4 ht regiment ;-3 rank and file, killed; 2 se1:jeants, 1 drummer, 31 
rank and file, wounded • 

. 89th regi.ment ;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 26 rank and file, 
lulled; 1 lieutenant-colonel, I 0 subalterns, 9 serjeants, ~ drummers, 
166 rank and file, wounded; 3 serjeants, 4 drummers, 2 rauk and file, 
rntss~ng; 1 captain, prisoner. 

10:3d regiment ;-6 rank and file, killed; 1 sul:altern, 3 serjeants, 1 
dr.ummer, 42 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and tile, mi&sing; 1 cap• 
tam, '2 subalterns, 1 serjeant, ~ rank and file, prisoners. 

104tlt regiment ;-1 rauk and file, killed; 5 rank and file, wounded. 
Glengu1'r!Jiigltt infanl1y ;-1 serjeant, 3 r:tnk and file, killed; 1 sub· 

altern . 3 se1jeants, 27 rauk and file, wounded; 2 serjeants, 6 rank. and 
file, missing; 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 11 rank aud file, prisoners. 

lncorporc.led 111ilitia ;-1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 4 rank and file, 
killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 4 subalterns, 3 serjeants. 32 
rank and file, wounded; 3 serjeants, 72 rank and file, missing; 1 cap
tain, 1 subaltern, 1 quarter-master, 14 rank and file, prisoners. 

1st Lincoln militia ;-1 rank and file, killed. 
2d LinfOln militia ;-1 subaltern, wounded. 
4th Lincoln militia ;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 seljeant11, 1 rank and 

file, wounded; 1 captain, 1 quarter-master, missing. 
5/lt Lincoln militir1 ;-1 major, 1 serjeant, 2 rank and file, wounded. 
2d York militia ;-1 major, 2 captains, 2 subalterns, 4 rank and file, 

wouncied. 
General total-1 captain, 3 subalterns, 1 deputy assistant-adjutant

general, 4 serjeants, 7 5 rank and life, killed; 1 lieutenant-geueral, 1 
major-g,eneral, 1 inspecting lield·ofiicer, 1 deputy assistant·quarter
mabter·general, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 8 captains, 25 subalterns, 31 ser
jcants, 5 drummers, 482 rank and file, wuunded; 1 captain, 3 suhal· 
terns, 2 quarter· masters, 11 serjeants, 5 drummers, 17 J rank and file, 
missing; 1 aide de camp, 4 cAptain'>, 4 subalterns, 1 quaner-ma~ter, 4 
sc1jeauts, ~8 rank and tile, prisoner&; H horses, killed; 14 horsei, 
\\ uunded; 12 horses, missing. 

Total killed, 
Total wounded, 
Total mi~sing, 
Total prisoners, 

Total, 

84 
559 
193 
42 

-878 

Names of officers killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
Officers killed-Genrml Sto.ff;-Lieuteo:mt Moorsom, deputy a~ 

sistant-adjutant-general. 
Ro!Jal Scots ;-Lieuteu~nt Hemphill: 
89th regiment ;-Captnm Spunuer, heutenant Latham. 
Jncorporatul111ilitio ;-Ensign Campbell. 
Officcl's wou11ded-Geneml s.toff;-Lieutenant-general Dru~mond, 

sEVerely; (not dangerously;) ~l:lJor-ge~eral R1all, se"erely, and pr1soner; 
lieutenant-colonel Pearson, slightly ; lieutenant Le Breton, se,·erely. 

Ro!Jal a1·tiltt'1]1 ;-Captain ~laclachl~n, dangerously. 
Royal Scott;-Captain Br~reton, sh~htly; heutenant Ha&well, se-
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nrely; (not dangerously;) lieute11ant Fraser, severely, (not dange
rou>lv,) and missing. 

Btit (or king's) regiment;- Lieutenant Noell, ensign Swayne, 
slightly; et~>ign 1\l'Dunald, severely. . . 

89th regiment ;-Lieutenant-colonel Mornson, l1eutennnts Sancler
son, Steele, Pearce, Ta~· lor, Lloyd, and Miles, se\·erely; (11~1 dange
rously;) lteutenanr Redmood, adjutaut Hopper, sltghtly; hcuteunot 
Gn:y, ensign Sauntlers, dangerously. 

10Sd rfgirnenl ;-Litutenant Langhorn, slightly. 
Glengarry ligh t injimtry ;-Lieutenant R. Kerr, _slightly. 
Incorporated militia ;-Lieutenant-colonel Ro bmson, dangerou ly; 

captain Fraser, severely; captain Washburn, sl1g htly ; cnptain 1\l'Do
nald, sererely; (left arm amputated;) lieutena~t M'Dougall, mortally; 
lieutenant Ratan, ~everely; lieutenant Ham1lt01:, slightly; eui1gn 
l\l·Donald, severely. 

2d Lincoln militia ;- Adjutant, Tbompson, slightly. . 
4th Lincoln n.i/itia;- Captain W. Nelli&, enstgn Kennedy, slightly. 
5th Lincoln mililia; - l\lajor Hath, severely. 
2d York mililia ;- IRjor Simons, severely; captain Mackay, 

slightly ; captain Rock man, severely. 
Officers missing- Royal engineer5 ;-Lieutenant Yall. 
.Rn!Jal &ots; - Lieutenant Clyne; lieutenant Lamont, supposed to be 

pnsoner. 
Blh (or King's) regiment ;- Quarter-master G. Kirnan. 
4th Lincoln militia ;-Captain H. Nellis, quarter-mabter Bell. 
Officers prisoners- General sto.ff;- Captain Loring, aidt: de camp 

to lieuteuaot·t!eoeral Drummond. 
103d regiment ;- Captain Browu; lieutenant l\Iontgomery, and 

wounded ; ensign Lyon. 
Gleugarry light infardry ;-Ensign Robins. 
l11corporated militia ;- Captain 1\l'Leao, eusign Whort ; and quarter

master T horupsoo. 
Provincial light dragoon5 ;- Capt. Merritt. 
89th regiment ;- Captain Gore. 

EDW ARD BAY NES, adj.-gen. 
J. HARVEY, lieut.·col. 

dep.-adj. gen • 

.,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,. 

No. 32. 

From major.gen. Brown to the American secretary at war. 
SIR, (No date.) 

Confined as I was, and have been, since the last engagement 
with the enemy, I fear that the account I am about to give 
may be less full and satisfactory than under other circumstances 
it might have been made. 1 particularly fear that the conduct 
of the gallant men it was my good fortune to lead will not be 
noticed in a way due to tlli!ir fame, and the honor of our 
country. 

You are already apprised, that the army had, on the 25th 
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ult. taken a position at Chippeway. About noon of that day, 
colonel Swift, who was posted at Lewistown, advised me, by 
express, that the enemy appeared in considerable force in 
Queenstown, and on its heights; that four of the euemy's fleet 
had arrived on the preceding night, and were then lyin~ near 
l•'Qrt Niagara; and that a number of boats were in view, 
moving up the streight. Within a few minutes after this intel .. 
ligence had been received, I was further informed by captain 
Denmon, of the quarter-master's department, that the enemy 
were landing at Lcwistown, and that our baggage and stores at 
Schlosser, an9 on their way thither, were in danger of immedi .. 
ate ea pture. 

It is proper here to mention, that having received ad vices u 
late as the 20th, from general Gaines, that our fleet was then in 
port, and the commodore sick, we ceased to look for eo-ope. 
ration from that quarter, and determined to disencumber our .. 
selves of baggage, and march directly to Burlington Heights. 
To mask this intention, and to draw from Schlosser a small 
supply of provisions, I fell back upon Chippeway. As this 
ar raugement, under the en creased force of the enemy, left much 
at hazard on our side of the Niagara, and as it appeared by the 
before stated information, that the enemy was about to avail 
himself of it, I conceived that the most effectual method of 
recalling him from this object was to put myself in motion 
towards Queenstown. General Scott, with the I st brigade, 
T~wson's artillery, and all the dragoons and mounted n•cn, 
were accordingly put in march on the road leading thither, 
with orders to report if the enemy appeared,· and to call for 
assistance, if that was necessary. 

On the general's arrival at the falls, he learned that the 
enemy was in force directly in his front, a narrow piece of 
wood alone intercepting his view of them. Waiting only to 
give this information, he advanced upon them. By the time 
assistant-adjutant-general Jones had delivered this message, the 
action began, and before the remaining part of the division had 
crossed the Chippeway, it had become close and general 
between the advanced corps. Though general Hipley with 
the 2d brigade, major Hindman with the corps of artillery, and 
general Porter, at the head of his command, had respectively 
pressed forward witft ardor, it was not les's than an hour 
before they were brought to sustain general Scott., during which 
time his command most skilfully and gallantly maintained the 
conflict. Upon my arrival I found that the general had passed 
the wood, and engaged the enemy on the Queenstown road, 
and on the ground to the left of it, with the 9th, 11th, and 
22d regiments, and Towson's artillery. 

The 25th had been thrown to the right, to be gover~ed by 
circumstances. Apprehending tllat these corps were much 
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nhausted, and knowing that they had suffered severely, I 
determined to interpose a new line with the advancing troops, 
and thus disengage gem•ral Scott, and hold his brigade in 
reserve. Orders were accordingly given to general Ripley. 
The enemy's artillery at this moment occupied a hill which. ~ave 
him great advantages, and wa the key of the whole pos1110n. 
It was supported by a line of infcmtry. To secure the victory, 
it was necessary to carry this artillery, and eize the height. 
This duty was assigned to colonel l\liller, while, to favor it~ 
execution, the 1st regiment, under the command of colonel 
Nicholas, was directed to menace and amuse the infantry. To 
my great mortification, this regimeut, after a discharge or two, 
gave way, and retreated some distance before it could be rallied, 
though it is believed the officers of the regiment exerted them
sl'lves to shorten the distance. 

1 n the mean time, colonel Miller, without regard to thii 
occurrence, advanced steadily and gallantly to hi object, and 
rarried the height and the cannon. General Ripley brought 
up the 23d (which had also faultered) to his support: and the 
enemy disappeared from before them. The 1st regiment was 
now brought into a line on the left of the 21st, and the 
detachments of the 17th and I 9th, g 'neral Porter occupying, 
with his command, the extreme left. About this time colonel 
Miller carried the enemy's cannon. 

The ":!5th regiment, under major Jessnp, was engaged in a 
most obstinate conflict with all that rbmained to Jispute with us 
the field of battle. The major, as has been already stated, had · 
been ordered by general Scott, at the commencement of the 
action, to take ground to his right. He had succeeded in 
turning the enemy's left fiank,-had captured (by a detachment 
under captain Ketchum) general Riall, and sundry other 
officers, and shPw('d himsalf again to his own army, in a blaze 
of fire, which defeated or destroyed a very superior force of 
the enemy. He was ordered to form on the right of the 2d 
regiment. The enemy rallying his forces, and, as is believed, 
having rccehed reinforcements, now attempted to drive us from 
our position, and regain his artillery. Our line was unshaken, 
-an~ the enemy repulsed. Two other attempts, having the same 
obJect, had the same issue. General Scott was again engaged 
in repelling the former of these; and the last 1 saw of him on 
the field of battle, he was near the head of his column, and 
giving to its march a direction that would have placed him on 
the enemy's right. It was with great pleasure I saw the good 
order and intrepidity of general Porter's volunteers from the 
moment of their arrival, but durin" the la~ t charrrc of the 

0 ;:::, 

enemy those qualities were conspicu-ou~. 
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Sti~ulated by the examples set them by their gallant leader, 
by maJor Wood, of the Pennsylvania corps, by colonel Dobbin, 
of New York, and by their officers generally, they precipitated 
themselves upon the enemy's line, and made all the prisoner1 
which were taken at this point of the action. 

Having been for some time wounded, and being a good deal 
exhausted by loss of blood, it became my wish to devolve the 
command on general Scott, and retire from the field · bot on 
inquiry I had the misfortune to learn, that he was dis~hled by 
wounds; I therefore kept my post, and had the satisfaction to 
see the enemy's last effort repulsed. I now consigned the 
command to general Ripley. 

While retiring from the field, I saw and felt that the victory 
waa complete on our part, if proper measures were promptly 
adopted to secure it. The exhaustion of the men was, how. 
ever, such as made some refreshment necessary. They particu. 
larly required water. I was myself extremely sensible of the 
want of this necessary article. I therefore believed it proper 
that general Ripley and the troops should return to camp, after 
bringing off the dead, th.: wounded, and the artillery ; and in 
this I saw no difficulty, as the enemy had entirely ceased to act. 
Within an hour after my arrival in camp, I was informed that 
general Ripley had returned without annoyance, and in good 
order. I now sent for him, and, after giving him my reasons 
for the measure I was about to adopt, ordered him to put the 
troops into the best possible condition; to give them the neces. 
sary refreshment; to take with him the piquets and camp guards, 
and every other description of force, to put himself on the field 
of battle as the day dawned, and there to meet and beat the 
enemy if he again appeared. To this order he made no objec. 
tion, and I relit•d upon its execution.. It was not executed. I 
feel most sensibly how inadequate are my powers in speaking of 
the troops, to do justice either to their merits or to my own 
sense of them. V nder abler direction, they might ha vc done 
more and better. 

~ ... rom the preceding detail, you have now evidence of th~: 
'distinguished gallantry of generals Scott and Porter, of colonel 
Miller and major Jcssop. 

Of the 1st brigade, the chief, with his aide de camp, 'Vorth, 
his major of brigade, Smith, and every commander of battalion 
were wounded. 

The 2d brigade suffered less; but, as a brigade, their conduct 
entitled them to the applause of their country. After the 
enemy's strong position had been carried by the 21st and 
t11e detachments of the 17th and 19th, the 1st and 23d assumed 

.a new character. They could not again be s)lak.en or dism.ayed. 
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Major M'Farland, of the latter, fell nobly at tlte head of his 
battalion. 

Under the command of general Porter, the militia volunteers 
of Pennsylvania and New York stood undismayed amidst the 
hottest fire, and repulsed the veterans opposed to them. The 
Canadian volunteers, commanded by colonel 'Vilcox, are re
ported by general Porter as having merited and received hie 
approbation. 

The corps of artillery, commanded by major Hind man, 
behaved with its usual gallantry. Captain Towson's company, 
attached to the 1st brigade, was the first and last engaged, and 
during the whole conflict maintained that high character which 
they had previously won by their skill an!l valor. Captains 
Biddle and Ritchie were both wounded early in the artion, but 
refused to quit the field. The latter declared that he never 
would leave his piece; anll, true to his engagement, fell by its 
aide, covered with wounds. 

The staff of the army hall its peculiar merit and distinction; 
eolonel Gardner, adjutant-general, though ill, was on horse
back, and did all in his power; his assistant, major J ones, was 
very active and useful. My gallant aides de camp, Austin and 
Spencer, had many and critical duties to perform, in the dis
charge of which the latter fell. I shall ever think of this young 
man with pride and regret; regret that his career has been so 
ihort, - pride that it has been so noble and distinguished. · 

The engineers, majors ~'lacrae arid 'Vood, were greatly dis
tin!!:uisbed on this day, and their high military talents exerted 
with great effect; they were much under my eye, and near my 
person, and to their assistance a great deal is fairly to be 
ascribed; I must earnestly recommend them, as worthy of the 
highest trust and confidence. The staff of generals .R.i pley and 
Porter discovered great zeal and attention to duty. Lieutenant 
E. B. Randolph, o! the 20th regiment, is entitled to notice; his 
courage was conspicuous. 

I enclose a return of our loss; those noted as missing may 
generally be numbered with the dead. The enemy had but little 
opportunity of making prisoners. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, &c. 
JACOB BROWN. 

Hon. John Armstrong, secretary at war. 
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No. 33. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing. of the division 
of the m·my under the command of major-general Brown 
at the battle of BJ'idgcrtater, July 25th, 1814. ' 

General . staff;-~ major-general, 1 bri!!:adier·general, 2 aides de 
camp, 1 bngacle-maJOr, wnunded; 1 brig~de-major, missing. 

L•g~rt dNgoonR;-1 _ rank and file, killed: 2 rank aud file, wounded. 
A1:tdler!l ;-J c~~tam, 9 rauk and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 bUbalterns, 

1 _sP~J eant, 1 mus1c1an, 30 rnnk and file, wouncled; 1 rank and file, 
m1ssmg. 

lst regiment infantr_lJ :-11 rank ancl file, killefl; 2 subalterns, 18 
rank and file, w .. unded; and 2 rank aud file, missing. 

Pth ditto;-1 captain, 2 subalterns, I serjeant, 12 rank !lnll file, 
kille~; 1 mnjor, 1 cnptain, 1 paymaster, 1 quarter-master, 5 subalterns, 
7 serJennts, 7 4 rank and file, wounded· one subaftern 3 serjennts, 11 
rank and file, missing. ' ' 

11th regiment ;-1 captain, 2 serjeants, '25 rank and file, killerl; 1 
m~j or, J captain, 5 subalterns, 9 serjeanrs, 1 musician, 85 rauk and file, 
wounrled ; 1 subaltern, ~ rank and file, missing. 

21st regiment ;-1 subalrern, 2 serjeams, 12 rank and file, k illed; 1 
capt:lin, 5 ~ ubalterns, 1 serjeant, 63 rank and file, wounded; 19 rard,; 
aurl tile, rnis,ing. 

22d regiment ;-'2 scrjeants, 34 rank and file, killed; 1 colonel, 2_ 

captains, 4 subalterns, 9 serjeants, 1 musician, 73 rank and file, 
wuundcrl ; 3 subulterns, Q serjeants, 1 ~ rank anrl file, misbing . 

'23d regiment ;-1 major, ~ ~erjeants, 7 rank aud file, killed; 1 cap
tain, 6 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 41. rauk and file, wounded; 3 serjeantb, 
24 rank aud file, mis•ing:. 

251/r regiment;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, 26 rank and file, killed; 1 
major, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, 6 berjeants, 56 rank 
and file, w1;undcd ; 1 serjeant, 14 rank and file, missing. 

Canadian -colunteers ;-1 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, 
wounded; a rank and file, mi~sing. . • 

Penns!Jlrania regiment; -1 adjutant, 1 serJeant, 9 rank and file, 
killed; I major, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, !ll rank and file, 
wounrlcd ; 1 captain, missing. 

New York mititia;-1 captain, 3 rank and file, killed; llieutenant-
colonel , 1 subaltem, 'l serj€ants, 10 rank and file, wounded; 1 sul..al-. 
tern, missin~t-

Total-Killed. 1 major, 5 capta i n~, 1 ad_jutant, 4 subaltPrn~, 10 
serjeants, 150 •·auk nncl tile. Wounded, 1 major-general1 1 
Lri~adier-l!e nernl, 2 aicle:. de camp, 1 brigade-major, 1 colonel, 
1 lieute-nant · colonel, 4 majors, 7 captains, I adjutant, l pay
master, 3 quarter·masters, s~ suualterns, 36 serjeants, 3 musi
cians, 478 rank and file . l\Jissing, 1 brigade-major, 1 captain, 
6 subalterns, 9 serjeants, 93 rank and fiic. 
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No. 34. 

Ftom lieutenant Conkling to captain Kennedy. 

Fort-George, Upper Canada, 
SIR, Aug. 16, 1814. 

'Vith extreme regret I have to make known to you the cir .. 
cumstances attending the capture of the Ohio and Somers. On 
the night of the 1 '2th, between the hours of ll and 12, the 
boats were seen a short distance a-head of the Somers, and 
were hailed from that vessel: they answered " provision
boats," which deceived the officer of the deck, as QUr army
boats had heen in the habit of passing and repassing throughout 
the night, and enabled them to drift athwart his hawse, and cut 
his cables; at the same time pouring in a heavy fire, before he 
disco\"ered who they were. Instantaneou>ly they were along .. 
side of me, and notwithstanding my exertions, aided by Mr. 
M'Cally, acting sailing-master, (who was soon disabled,) I was 
unable to repulse them, but for a moment. I maintained the 
quarter-deck until my sword fell, in consequence of a shot in 
the shoulder, and nearly all on deck either wounded or sur
rounded with bayonets. As their force was an overwhelming 
one, I thought farther resistance vain, aud gave up the vessel, 
'vith the sati>faction of having performed my duty, and 
defended my vessel to the last. 

List of killed and wounded. 

Ohio ;---Killed, 1 ; wounded, 6. 
Somers ;---Wounded, 2. 

The enemy's loss in killed and wounded is much more consi
derable ; among the killed is the commanding officer of the 
N etley, (lying here,) ea ptain Ratcliffe ; he fell in attempting to 
come over my quarter. Notwithstanding the number of muskets 
and pistols which were fired, and the bustle inseparable from 
enterprises of the kind, neither the fort nor the Porcupine 
attempted to fire, as we drifted past them; nor did we receive 
a shot until past Black Rock, though they might have destroyed 
us with ease. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. CO~KLING. 

We expect to be sent to Montreal, and perhaps to Quebec 
direct] y. 

Edward P. Kennedy, esq. commanding the 
United States naval force on Lake Erie . 

VOL. II. GG 
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No. 35. 

From lieutenant-general Drummond to sir Geo,·ge Prevost. 

Sra, Camp before Fort.Erie, August 15, 1814. 

Having reason to believe that a sufficient impression had beea 

produced on the works of the eDt!my's fort, by the fire of the 

battery which I had opened on it OD the morning of the 13th, 

and by which the stone bunding was much injured·, and the 

general outline of the parapet and embrazures very much altered, 

I was determined OD assaulting the place; and accordingly made 

the necessary arrangements for attacking it, by a. heavy column 

uirected to the entrenchments on the side of Snak-hill, and 

by two columns to ad\'ance from tbe battery, and assault the 

fort and entrenchments on this side. 

The troops destined to attack by Snake-hill, (which con

sistec1 of the king's regiment and that of De Watteville's, with 

the flank companies of the 89th and IOOth regiments, under 

lieutenant-colonel Fischer, of the regiment of De Watteville,} 

marched at four o'clock yesterday afternoon, in order to- gain 

the vicinity of the point of attack in sufficient time. 

It is wilh the deepest regret I have to report the failure of 

both attacks, which were made two hours before day-light tbi~S 

morning. A copy of lieutenant-colonel Fischer's report, here

with enclosed, will enable your excellency to form a tolerable 

correct judgment of the cause of the failure of that attack; 

llad the bead of the column, which had entered the place with

out difficulty or opposition, been supported, the enemy must 

have fled from his works, (which were all taken, as was con

templated in the instructions, in reverse,) or have surrendered. 

The attack on the fort and entrenchments leading from it to 

the lake, was made at the same moment by two columns, one 

under lieutenant-colonel Drummoml, 104th regiment, consisting 

ef the flank companies 41st and 10-tth regiments, and a body 

of seamen and marines, under captain Dobbs, of the royal 

navy, on the fort; the other under colonel Scott, lOld, con

sisting of the 103d regiment, supported by two companies of 

the royals, was destined to attack the entrenchments. These 

columns advanced to the attack as soon as the firing upon 

colonel Fischer's column was heard. a.nd succeeded after a 

desperate rests ancr. in making a lodgement in the fort through 

the crnbrazures of the dcmi-bastion, the guns of which they

had actually turned against the enemy, ""ho still maintained the 

stone building, when, most unfortutJatcly, some ammunition, 

which had been placed under the platform, caught fire from the 

firing of the guns in the rear, and a mo~t tremendous explosion 

followed, by which almust all tlw troops which had entered 
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the place were dreadfully mangled. Panic was instantly com
municated to the troops, who could not be persuaded that the 
explosion was accidental, and the enemy, at the same time, 
}:lres -ing foNard, and commencing a heavy fire of musketry, 
the fort was abandoned, and our troops retreated towards the 
battery. I immediately pushed out the lst battalion royals, to 
liiupportand cover the retreat, a service which that valuable corps 
executed with great steadine~s. 

Our loss has been serere in killed and wounded: and I am 
sorry to add that almost all those returned "missing," may 
be considered as woundrd. or killed by the explosion, and left in 
the hands of the enemy. 

The failure of these most important attacks has been occa
sioned by circumstances w hi eh may be consitlered as almost 
justifying the momentary panic which they produced, and. 
which introduced a degree of confusion into the columns which, 
in the darkness of the night, the utmost exertions of the 
officers were ineffectual in removing. 

The officers appear invariably to have behaved with the most 
perfect coolness and bravery; nor could any thin g <:xceed the 
steadiness aml order with which the advance of lieutenaut
colenel Fiicher's brigade was made, until emerging from a 
thick wood, it found itself suddenly stopped by an ahattis, aml 
within a heavy fire of musketry altd guns from behind a for. 
midable entrenchment. ""~ith regard to the centre and left 
columns, under colonel Scott and lieutenant-colonel Drummocd, 
the persevering gallantry of both officers and men, until the 
unfortunate explosion, could not be surpassed. Colonel Scott, 
103d, and lieutenant-colonel Drummond, 104th regiments, 
who commanded the centre and left attacks, were unfortu. 
nately kille<l, and your excellency will perceive that almost 
every officer of those columns was either killed or wountled by 
the enemy's fire, or by the explooion. 

My thanks are due to the under mentioned officers; viz. to 
lieutenant-colonel Fischer, who commanded the right attack; 
to major Coore, aide de camp to your excellency, who accom. 
panied that column; major Evans, of the king's, commanding 
the advance; major Villatte, De Wattcville's; captain Basden, 
light company 89th; lieutenant Murray, light company lOOth; 
~ als~ beg to add the name of cap tai n Powcll, of the Glengarry 
ltght Infantry, employed on the ~tan a~ deputy-assistant in the 
quarter-master-general 's department, w11o conducted Jicutl'oant
colonel Fischer'i column, and first enkred the enemy's entrench
ments, and by his coolness and gallantry particularly di:,;tin
guished himself; major Villatte, of De Watteville's reg iment, 
who led the column of attack and en'ercd the entrenchments; 
as did lieutenant Young of the king's regiment, with a!J1Jut 5H 

" " 2 
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men of the light companies of the king's and De Wattelille's 
regiments: captain Powell reports that serjeant Powell, of the 
19th dragobns, who was perfectly acquainted with the ground, 
'Wt)}unteered to act as a guide, and preccedrd the leading ~ub. 
division in the most intrepid style. In the centre and ·left 
co1umns, the exertions of major Smelt, 103d regiment, who 
succeeded to the commamJ of the left column, on the death of 
colonel Scott; captains Leonard and Shore, of the 104th flank 
companies; captains Glew, Bullock, and 0'Kcefc, 41st flank 
companies; captain Dobbs, royal navy, commanding a party 
of volunteer seamen and marines, are entitled to my acknow
ledgments (they are all wounded). Nor can I omit mentioning, 
in the strongest terms of approbation, the active, zealous, 
and useful exertions of captain Eliot, of the 1 03d regiment, de. 
puty asl>'istant-quarter-mastcr.gcneral, who was unfortunately 
wounded and taken prisoner; and captain Barney, of the 8!hh 
regime11t, who had volunteered his services as a temporary assist. 
ant in the engineer department, and conducted the centre column 
to the attack, in which he received two dangerous wounds. 

To major Phillot, commanding the royal artillery, and cap. 
tain Sabine, who commanded the battery as well as the field
guns, and to the offic('rs and men of that valuable branch of 
the service, serving under them, I have to express my entire 
approbation of thwir skill and exertions. Lieutenant Charlton, 
royal artillery, entered the fort with the centre column, fired 
_&everal rounds up0n the enemy from his own guns, and was 
wounded by the explosion. The ability and exertions of lieu. 
tenant Philpot, royal engineers, and the officers and men of 
that department, claim my best acknowledgmc:nts. 

To lieutenant-colonel Tucker, -who command~d the reserve, 
and to lieutenant-colonel Pearson, inspecting field-officer, and 
lieutenaut-colonel Battenby, Glengarry light infantry, and 
captain Walker, incorporated militia, I am greatly indebted 
for their active and unremitted attention to the security of the 
out-posts. 

To the deputy adjutant .. gcneral, and deputy quarter-master
general, lieu tenant-colonel IJarvcy, and lieutenant-colonel 
Myers, and to the officers of their departmcuts, respectively, 
as well as to captain Foster, my military secretary, and the 
officers of my personal staff, I am under the greatest obliga
tions for the assistance they have afforded me. My acknow
ledgments are due to captain D'Aison, of the 90th regiment, 
brigade-major to the right division, and to lieutl'nant-colonel 
Nichol, quarter- master-general of militia, the exertions of 
deputy commissioner-general Turquand, and the officers of 
that department, for the supply of the troops; and the care 
and attention of staff-surgeon O'Maly, and the medical officers 
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of the division, to the sick and wounded, also claim my 
thanks. 

I ha1·e the honor to b e, &c. 

GORDON DRU:\Il\IOND, 
lieutenant-general. 

His excellency 11ir George Prevost, bart. &c • 

.,..,,,,1-1,,,...,,...,.,,. 

:1.\ o. 36. 

From lieutenant-Colonel Fischer to lieutenant-general 
sir Gordon Drummond. 

Sm, Camp, August 15, 1814. 
I have the honour to report to you, for the imformation of 

lieutenant-general Drummonu, that, in compliance with the 
instructions I received, the brigade under my command, con. 
si sting of the 8th aud De W atteville' s regiment, the light 
companies of the 89th and lOOth, with a detachment of 
artillery, attacked this morning, at 2 o'clock, the position of 
the enemy on Sna,ke-hill, and, to my great concern, failed in 
its attempt. -

The flank companies of the brigade, who were formed under 
the c;nders of major Evans, of the king ' s r egiment, for the 
purpose of turning the position between Snake-bill and the 
lake, met with a check at the abattis, which was found im. 
penetrable, and was prevented by it to support major De 
Villatte, of De vVatteville' s, and captain Powell of th e quar. 
ter-master-general's department, who, actually with a few men, 
had turned the enemy's battery. _ 

The column of support, consisting of the remainder of De 
Watteville's and the king's regiment, forming the reserve, in 
marching too near the lake, found themsel ves entangled be
tween the rocks and the water, and, by the retreat of the flank 
companies, were thrown into such confusion, as to render it 
impossible to giTe them any kind of formation during the dark. 
ness of the night, at which time they were exposed to a most_ 
galling fire of the enemy's battery, and the numerous parties in 
the abattis; and I am perfectly convinced that the great num. 
ber of missing, are men killed or severely wounded, at that 
time, when it was impossible to give them any assistance. 

After day-break the troops formec.I, and retired to the camp. 
l enclose a return of casualties. 

J. FISCHER, 
Licutenant.colonel De Watteville's regt. 
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No. 37. 

Re.turn of killed, wounded, and missing, of the right division, 
· in the aisault of Fort-Erie, the IMh of .August, 1814. 

/(illed-Royalartiller:y ;-1 rank and file. 
Royal marine artiller.t; ;-! rank and file. 
1st, or royal Scots; 1 captain. 
8th, or king's own ;-I lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 15 rank and file. 
89th light compan.IJ; -I rank and file. 
1 03d regiment ;-1 lieutenant-colonel. 
J04th regiment ;-J licutenant·colonel. 
Wattevitle's regiment ;-1 drummer, 33 rank and file. 

Wounded-General staff ;-1 deputy-assistant-quarter-master-general , 
Royal artillery ;-l rank and file. 
Royal na-cy ;-l captain, 1 lieutenant, I master, Hl seamen. 
Royal marines ;-10 rank and file. 
Jst, or royctl Scots ;-1 captain, I lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 16 r~nk 

and file. 
Sth, or king.'s Olcn ;-I lieutenant, 14 rank ar.d file. 
~1st flank companies ;-2 captains, I lieutenant, I ensign, 2 serjeants, 

33 rank and file. 
89th light company ;-1 captain, 1 rank and file. 
] OOth liglzt compauy ;- 2 rank and file. 
J03d regiment ;-1 major, 2 captains, 6 lieutenants, emHgn, 10 

serjeants, I drummer, 120 rank and file. 
}04//i. regiment ;-1 captain, I lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 2 drummer.>, 

23 rank and file. 
Wottepille's regiment ;-1 serjeant, 26 rank and file. 
Glengarr,y light infantry ;-1 rank and fi)e. 

}l!issing-General si a.ff ;-1 deputy-assistant-quarter-master-general! 
. Royal artille1-y ;-2 rank and file. 

Rot;al naV!J ;-1 rr.idshipman, 7 seamen. 
Royal marines. ;-3 serjeants, 17 rank and file. 
1st, or myal Scols;-49 ra1:k and file. 
8th, o1· king's own ;-I se~jeant, 15 rank and file. 
41stjlank companies ;~l lieutenallt, 1 ensign, 3 serjeants, 31 rank 

and file. 
89th light comprn.IJ ;-3 rank and file. 
JOOlh /iglttrompany ;-1 lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 5 rank and file. 
1 OSd regiment; I capta in, 1 lieutenant, I ensign, I adjutant, 30 

serjeauts, 3 drummers, 246 rank and file. 

The number returned missing, the greater part supposed killeq 
hy the ex plosion of a magazine. 

) O~lh re[!imer?l; I serjeant, 23 rank and file. 
lVattevi/lt!s regiment ;-I serjeant, 82 rank and file. 
Incorporated militia ;-I rank anti file. 

1'utal-Kill~d;-2 lieutenant-colonels, 1 captain1 J lieutenant, I ser-
. · jeapt, l Drummer, 51 rank and file. 

file:///04th
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Wounded ;-1 deputy-assistant-qu~rter-master-general, 1 major, I 
captains. 11lieutenants, 2 ens1gns, 1 master, 12 seamen, 20 er
jeants, J drummers! 250 rank and file. 

Missing;-! deputy-assJstant · q_uar~er-ma ter-g~neral, 1 captain, 3 
lieutenants, 2 ensigns, I mJdsh1pman, I adjutant, 7 seamen, 4l 
serjeants, 3 drummers, 47 9 rank and file. 

Names of officers, killerl, wounded, and missing. • 

Killed- I st, or roqal Sco 1s;-C11ptain Torrens. 
SI h reeiment ;_:Lieutenant Noel. 
I 03d ;egiment ;-Colonel Scott . 
104th ngiment ;-Lieutenant-colonel Drummond. 

Wounded- General staff ;-Captllin Powell, deputy-assist!lnt-quarter
master-general, slight contu5ion. 

R uyal navy ;-Captain Doubs, lieutenant Stevenson, slightly; Mr. 
Hnrris, master, severely. 

1st, or ro!Jal Scots ;-Captain Rowan severely; lieutenant Vaughan, 
slightly. 

8th regiment ;-Lieutenant Young, ~lightly. 
4.1stjiank comp(mies ; -Captains Glew and Bullock, severely; lieute · 

nant Hailes, slightly; ensign Townshend, severely. 
S9th regiment ;-Captain Barney, severely. 
lOOth regiment;-Volunteer Fraser, severely. 
l03d 1·egiment; - l\1ajor Smolt, severely; captain Gardiner, severely; 

captain Coleclough, se•·erel.v, and prisoner; lieutenant Fallon, se
verely; lieutenant Char! ton, severely, and prisoner; lieutenant 
Coppage, juo. dangerously; lieutenant l\Ieagher, slightly ; lieute
nants Burrows and Hazin, severely; ensign Nash, severely. 

104th flunl' companies ;-Captain L eonard, lieutenant l-l'Laughlan, 
se¥erely . 

Mi.ssing-General staff;- Captain Elliot, deputy-assistant-quarter-
master-general. 

Ro.IJal Navy ;-::\Ir. Hyde, mic.Jsbipman. 
41 st flank companies ;-Lieutenant Garner, ensign H all. 
lOOth light co,npan!J ;-LiEutenant l\'lurray, wounded and prisoner. 
l0.3d regiment;- Capt<~in I rwin, lieutenant Ka:re, e11sign Huey, 

)Jeuten ant and adjutant Pettir. 
J. HARVBY, Iieut-col. 
Deputy-adjutant-general • 

.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,..,. 

No. 38. 

From brigadier-general Gaines &o the American secretary at 
war. 

DEAR SIR, 

My heart is gladdened with gratitude to heaven and joy to 
my country, to have it in my power to inform you, that the 

gallant army, under my command, has this morning beaten the 

enemy, commanded by lieutenant-general Drummond, after a 



456 AP11ENDIX. 

severe conflict of near three hours, commencing at 2 o'clock, 
-A.M. They attacked us on each flank, got possession of the 
sal~ent bastion of Old FQrt Erie, which was regained at the 
pomt .of t~e bayonet ~ith a dr<:adful slaughter. Tbe enemy's 
loss, 10 killed and pnsoners, is about 600-near 300 killed. 
Our loss is considerable, but I think not one-tenth part as 
great aS" that of the enemy. I will not detain the express to 
give you the particulars. I am preparing my force to follow 
up the b~ow. With great respect and esteem, 

Hon. J. Armstrong, 
Secretary at war. 

Your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, 

Brigadier-general, commanding. 

.,.,,,,,,..,#'#,,..,,.,. 

No. 39. 

From lieutenant-colonel M' Kay to lieutenant-colonel 
.~.U'Douall. 

Prairie du Chien, Fort M'Kay, 
Sm, July 27, 1814. 

I have the bonor to communicate to you, that I arrived here 
on the 17th instant at 1~ o'clock; my force amounting to 650 

men: of which, 150 were Michigan fencibles, Canadian volun
teers, and officers of the Indian department, the remainder 
Indians. 

I found that the enemy had a small fort, situated on a height 
immediately behind the village, with two blockhouses, per. 
fectly safe from Indians, and that they had six pieces of can. 
non, and 60 or 70 effective men, officers included. That, lying 
at anchor in the middle of the Mississippi, directly in front of 
the fort, there was a Yery large gun-boat, called governor 
Clark, gun-boat No. 1, mounting 14 pieces of canuun, some 
6 and 3 pounders, and a number of cohorns, manned with 70 
or 80 men with mmkcts, and measuring 70 feet keel. This 
floating blockhouse is so constructed, that she can be rowed in 
any direction, the men on board being perfectly safe from small 
arms, while they can use their own to the greatest advantage. 

At half-past 1 '2 o'clock, I sent captain Anderson with a fiag 
of truce, to in rite them to surrender, which they refused. My 
intention was not to have made an attack till next morning at 
tlay-light; but, it being impossible to controul the Indians, I 
ordered our gun to play upon the gun-boat, which she did with 
a surprizing good effect; for, in the course of three hours the 
time the action lasted, she fired 86 rounds, two. thirds of which 
went into the gorernor Clark. They kept up a constant tire 
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upon us, both from the boat and fort. ~ e _were an hour be
tween t ... ·o fires having PUn our gun up w1thm mu kct-shot of 
the fort from ,~hence we beat the boat out of her station. She 
cut her ~able and ran down the current, and was sheltered under 
the j,Jand. We '~\"ere obliged to desist, it being impossible, 
with our little barges, to attempt to board her, and our only 
gun in pursuit of her would have exposed our whole camp to 
the enemy; she ther11fore made her escape. 

On the 19th, finding there were only six rounds of round 
shot remaining, including three of the enemy's we had picked 
up, the day was employed in making lead bullets for the gun, 
and throwing up two breast-works: one within 700 yards, and 
the other witl:in 450 yards of the fort. At six in the evening, 
every thing being prepared, I marched to the first breastwork, 
from whence I intended to throw in the remaining six rounds, 
At the moment, the first ball was about bein~ put into the caR
non, a white flag was put out at the fort, and immediately an 
officer came down with a note and surrendered. It being too 
late, I deferred making them· dsliver up their arms in form till 
morning, but immediately placed a strong guard in the fort, 
and took possession of the artillery. From the time of our 
landin~ till they surrendered, the Indians kept up a constaut, 
but perfectly useless lire, upon the fort; the distaRce from 
whence they fired was too great to do execution, even had the 
enemy been tXposed to view. 

I am happy to inform you, that every man in the Miohigan 
fencible~, Canadian volunteers, and officers in the Indian de
partment, behaved as well as I could possibly wish; and, 
though in the midst of a hot fire, not a man was even wounded, 
except three Indians ; that is, one Pnant, one Fallsavine, and 
one Scoux, all se,erely, but not ' langerously. 

One lieutenant, 2-Hh U. S. regiment; one militia captain, one 
militia lieu•enant, three serjeants, three corporals, two musi. 
cians, 53 privates, one commissary, and one interpreter, have 
been made prisoners. One iron 6-ponnder, mounted on agar
rison carriage; one iron 3-pounder, on a field-carriage; three 
swivels, 61 stand of arms, four swords, one field-carriage for 
6-pouncler, aHd a good deal of ammunition ; 28 barrels of 
pork, and 46 barrels of flour: these are the principal articles 
found in the fort when surrendered. 

I will now take the liberty to request your particular atten
tion to captains Rollette and Anderson; the former for hi~ ac
tidty in many instances, but particulatly during 1 he action . 
The action having commenced unexpectedly, he ran down from 
the upper end of the village, with his company, through the 
heat of the fire, to receive orders; and before and since, in. 
being iJlstrumenta.l in preserving the citi1;ellS from being q uitc 
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ruined by pillaging lndilrns; and the latter, for his unwearied 
attention in keeping every thing in order during the route, and 
his activity in following up the cannon during the actien, and 
asssisting in transporting the ammunition. Lieutenant Portier, 
of captaia Andcrson's company; litutenants Graham and 
Brisbois, of the Indian department; captain Dean, of the 
Prairie du Chien militia; and lieutenaAt Powell, of the Green 
Bay, all acted with courage and activity, so becoming Cana
tlian militia or volunteers. The inttrprcters also behaved well, 
but particularly M. St. Germain, from the Saulte St. Marie, 
and M. Rouville, Scoux interpetcr : they absolutely pre
vented their Indians committing any outrage in the pi undering 
way. Commissary Honore, whn acted as lietenant in captain 
Rollctte's company, whose singular activity in saving and keep
ing an exact account of provisions, surprised me, and without 
which we must una.voidably have lost much of that essential 
article. The Michigan fencibles, who mannei the gun, behaved 
with great courage, coolness, and regularity. As to the ser
jcan t of artillery, too much cannot be said of him ; for the 
fate of the day, and our success, were to be attributed, in a 
great measure, to his courage, and well-managed firing. 

Since writing the ft)regoing, a few Sanks have arrived from 
the rapids, at the Rock river, with two Canadians, and 
bring the following information: On the 21st instant, six 
American barges, three of which were armed, were coming up 
and encamped in the rapids ; that, in the course of the night, 
the party of Indians having the four bags of gunpowder I sent 
from this on the 17th, reachcll them. The barges being en
camped at shor~ distances from each other, they, on the 22d, 
early in the morning, attacked the lowest, and killed abot.n 100 
pcraons, took five pieces of cannon, and burnt the barge! 
the other barges seeing this disaster, and knowing there were 
British troop~ here, ran off. This is, perhaps, one of the 
most brilliant aetions, fought hy lndialls only, iince the corn. 
mencement of the war. I have, &c. 

W. M'KAY, lieutenant-colonel. 
Lieut .• col. M'Douall, c&mmanding at Michilimaciflac • 

.,.,.,,,,,,,,,.,..,.,, 

No. 40. 

From lieutenant-colonel .M' Douall to sir George Prevost. 

Sm, Michilimacinac, August 14, 1814. 
I have reported to lieuteaant-gencral Drummond the parti

·culars of the attack made by the enemy on this post on the 4th 
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;nstant. 1\Iy situation wa embarrassing. I knew that they 
ould land upwards of 1000 men; and, after manning the 

guns at the fort, I had only a disposable fttrce of 140 to meet 
them, which I determined to do, in order as much as possible 
to encourage the Indians, and having the fullest confidence in 
the little detachment of the Newfoundland regiment. The 
position I took up was excellent, but at an unavoidable and 
too great a distance frol1l the forts, in each of which I was 
only able to leave '25 militiamen. There were likewise road~ 
upon my flanks, every inch of which was known to the enemy, 
by means of the people formerly residents of this island, which 
were with them. 1 could not atford to detach a man to guard 
them. 

My position was rather too extensive for such a handful of 
men. The ground was commanding, and, in front, clear as I 
could wish it. On both our flanks and rear, a thick wood. 
My utmost wi~h was, that the Indians \\"Ou\d only prevent the 
enemy from gaining thli woods upon our flanks, which would 
have forced them upon the open ground in onr front. Ana
tural brcastl\"ork protected my men from every shot; and I 
had told them that, on a close approach of the enemy, they 
were to pour in a volley, anrl immediately charge; numerous 
as they were, all were fully confident of the result. 

On the ad-vance ()f the enemy, my 6-pounder and 3-pounder 
opened a hea>y fire upon them, but not with the effect they 
should ha>e had: being not well manned, and for want of an 
artillery-officer, which wonld have been invaluable to us. They 
moved slowly and cautiously, declining to meet me in the open 
ground, but gradually gaining my left flank; which the In
dians permitted, even in the woods, without firing a shot. I 
was r>en obliged to weaken my small front, by detaching the Mi
chigan fencibles to oppose a party of the enemy, which were 
advancing to the woods on my right. I now received accounts 
from major Crawford, of the militia, that the enemy's two 
large ships had anchored in the rear of my left, and that troops 
were moYing by a road in that direction towards the forts. I, 
therefore, imm ediately moved, to place myself between them 
and the enemy, and took up a position effectually covering 
them; from whence, collecting the greater pa.rt of the Indians 
who had retired, and taking with m~.: major Crawford and 
about 50 militia, I again advanced to support a party of the 
FallsoYine Indians; who, with their gallant chief, Thomas, 
had commenced a spirited attack upon the ~nemy; who, in a 
short time, lost their second in command and several other 
officers; seventeen of which we counted dead upon the field, 
besides what they carried oii, and a considerable number 
}rounded. The enemy fl'!tired in the utmost haste and confu. 
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iion, followed by the troops, till they found shclicr under the 
Tery powerful broadiide ef their ships, anchored within a few 
yards of the shore. They re-embarked that evening, and the 
vessels immediately hauled off. 

1 have the honour, &c. 
R. M'DOUALL, lieutenant colonel. 

His excellency sir Gcorge Prevost, &c • 

.,,,,..,,,,,.,.,,,,.., 

No. 41. 

From lieutenant Bulger to lieutenant-c9lonel 'M' Douall. 

Sm, Michilimacinac, September 7, 1814. 
I have the honor to report to you the particulars 9f the cap. 

tu re of the United States' schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, by 
a detachment from this garrison, under the command of lieute
nant W orsley, of the royal navy, and myself. 

In obedience to your orders, we left Michilimacinac on the 
eYening of the ht instant, in four boats, one of whil'h was 
manned by seamen under lieutenant Worsley, the others by a 
detachment of the royal Newfoundland regiment, under myself, 
lieutenants Armstrong, and Radenherst. "'\Ve arrived near the 
Detour about sun-set on the following day; l1ut nothing was 
attempted that night, as the enemy's position had not bern cor
rectly ascertained. The troops remained the whole of the 3d 
iJistant concealed amongst the roads, and about 6 o'clock that 
evening began to move towards the enemy. \V e ha~\ to row 
about six miles, during which the most perfect order and silence 
reigned. The Indians which accompanied us from l\lachinac, 
were le~t about three miles in the rear. About 9 o'clock at 
night we discerned the enemy, and bad approached to within 
100 yartls of them before they hailed us. On receiYing no 
answer, they opened a smart fire upon us, both of musketry 
and of the 2-t-pouncler. All opposition, however, was in vain; 
and in tbe cotuse of five minutes, the enemy's vessel was 
boardell anu carried, by lieutenant \Vorsley and lieutenant 
.,A.rmstrong on the starboard. side, am] my boat and lieute'ftant 
Radenhurst's on the larboard. She proved to be the Tigress, 
commanded by sailing-master Champlin~ ~ounting one long 24-
pounder, and with a complement of 30 men. The defance of 
this vessel did credit to her officers, who were all severely 
wounded. She had three men wounded and three missing, 
iupposed to have been kill_ed and thrown immediately over
board. Our loss is two seamen killed, and several soldiers and 
seamen slightly wounded. . 

On the morning of the 4th instant the prisoners were sent m 
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a boat to Machinac, under a guard, and \Ve prepared to attack 
the other schooner, which we UIH.lerstood was anchort>d 16 
miles further down. The position of the Tigress was not 
altered ; and, tl]e better to carry on the deception, the Ame. 
rican pendant was kept flying. On the 5th instant, we dis. 
cerned the enemy's schooner beating up to us; the soldiers I 
directed to keep below, or to lie down on the deck, to avoid 
being seen. Every thing succeeded to our wish ; the enemy 
came to anchor about two miles from us in the nirr~,t; and, as 
day dawned on the 6th instant, we lipt our cable, and ran 
down under our jib and foresail. Every thing was so well 
managed by lieutenant Worsley, that we were within teu yards 
of the enemy before they di~ covered u . It was then too late; 
for, in the course of five minutes, her deck was covereu with 
our men, and the British flag hoisted over the American. She 
proved to be the Scorpion, commanded by lieutenant Turner, 
of the Fnited Sta.te5' navy; carryin[;{ one long ~.4-pounder in 
her hold, with a complement of 32 men. She had two men 
killed, and two wounded. I enclose a return of our killed 
and wounded, and am happy to say that the latter are but 
slight. 

To the admirable good conduct and management of lieutenant 
"\Vorsley, of the royal navy, the success is to be in a great 
measure attributed; but I must assure you, that every officer 
and man did his duty. 

I ha>e the honor to be, &c. 
A. H. BULGER, 

lieutenant royal Newfoundland regiment. 
To lieutenant-colonel M 'Douall, &c. &c. 

Return of killed and wounded of the troops, employrd in the cap
ture of the Uuited States' schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, on the 
3d and 6th of September, 1814. 

Ro_val artillery ;-1 rank and file, "'·ounded. 
Ro;al Newfoundland regiment ;-1 lieutenant, 6 rank and file, wounded. 

Officer wounded. 

Lieutenant Bulger, slightly. 
N. B. Three seameu killed . 

.,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,.,,. 

No. 42. 

From Sir George Prevost to Earl Bathunt. 
Head-quarters, Plattsburg, State of New York, 

MY Lonn, Sept. 11, 1814. 
Upon the arrival of the reinforcements from the Garonnc, I 

lo~t no time in assembling thrtc brigades on the frontier of 
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Lower Canada, extending from the river Richelien to the St. 
Lawrence, and in forming them into a division under the corn• 
mand of major-general De Rottenburg, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect his royal highness the prince regent's corn. 
mands, which had been conveyed to me by your lordship in 
your despatch of the 3d of June Jast. 

As the troops concentrated and approached the line of sepa
ration between this province and the United States, the Ameri
can army abandoned its entrenched camp on the river Chazy, 
at Champlain ; a position I immediately seized, and occupied 
in force on the 3d instant. The following day, the whole of 
the left division advanced to the village of Chazy, without 
meeting the least opposition from the enemy. 

On the 5th, it halted within eight miles of this place, having 
surmounted the difficulties createtl by the obstructiom in the 
road from the felling of trees and the removal of bridges. The 
next day the division moved upon Plattsburg, in two columns, 
on parallel roads; the right column led by major-general 
Power's tlrigade, supported by four companies of light in. 
fan try and a demi-brigade, under major-general Robinson ; tho 
left by major-general Brisbane's brigade. 

The enemy's militia, supported by his rf'gnlars, attempted to 
impede the advance of the right column, but they were driven 
before it from all their positions, and the column entered Platts
burg. This rapid movement liaving reversed the strong position 
taken up by the enemy at Dead crrek, it was precipitately 
abandoned by him, and his gun-boats alone left to defend the 
ford, a:nd to prevent our restoring the bridges, which had been 
imperfectly destrnyed-an inconvenier.ce soon surmounted. 

Here I found the enemy in the occnpatioa of an elevated 
ridge of land on the south branch ~hank) of the Saranac, 
crowned with three strong redoubts and other field works, :~nd 
block-houst>s armed with heavy ordnance, with their flotilla* 
at anchor out of gun-shot from the shore, consisting of a ship; 
a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and ten gun-boats. 

I immediately communicated this circumstance to captain 
Downie, who had been recently appointed to command th e 
vessels t on Lake Champlain, consisting of a ~hip , a brig, two 
sloops, and 12 gl1n-boats, and requested his co-operation, and 
in the mean time batteries were constructed for the guns 
brought fmm the reur. 

On the morning of the 11th , our flotilla was sc<?n on~r the 
isthmus which joins Cumberland.head with the main-land, 

* The Saratoga, 26 gum ; Surprise, 20 guns; Thunderer, 16 guns; 
Preble, 7 ~nns: 10 gun-houts, 14 !!-Uns. 

t The Contiance, ~6 j!;U'l'; Linnet, IS guns; Broke, 10 guD>; Shannon, 
10 gum; 12 guo·boats, 16 guns. 
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steering for Plattsburg Bay. I immediately ordered that part 
of the brigade under major-general Robinsoo, which had been 
brought forward, consisting of our light infantry companies, 
third battalion 27th and 76th regiments, and major-general 
Power's brigade, consisting of the third, fifth, and the first bat. 
talion of the 27th and 5!Sth regiments, to force the fords of tha 
Saranac, and advance, provided with scaling-ladders, to escalade 
the enemy's \Vorks upon the heights; this force wa placed under 
the command of major-general Robinson. The batteries opened 
their fire the instant the shi!-Js engaged. 

It is now with deep concern 1 inform your lordship, that not
withstanding the intrepid "alor with whirh capta.in Downic 
led his flotilla into action, my mo. t sanguinary ho~s of com
plete success were, not long afterwards, blasted, by a com
bination, as appeared to us, of unfortunate events, to whiclt 
naval warfare is peculiarly exposed Scarcely had his majesty ' s 
troops forced a pa sage across the Saranac, and ascended the 
height on which stand the enemy's works, when I had the 
extreme mortification to hear the shout of victory from the 
enemyrs worka,in consequence of the British flag being lowered 
on board the Confiance and Linnet, and to see our gun-boats 
seeking their safety in flight. This unlooked.for event de
prived me of the co-operation of the fle et, without which the 
further prosecution of the service was become impracticable, I 
did not hesitate to arrest the course of th e troops advancing to 
the attack, because the most complete success would have been 
unavailing, and the possession of the enemy's work~ offered no 
advantage to compensate for the loss we must have sustained in 
acquiring possession of them. 

I have ordered the batteries to he dismantled, the guns with
drawn, and the baggage, with the wounded men who can be 
removed, to be sent to the rear, in order that the troops may 
return to Chazy to-morrow, and on the following day to 
Champlain, where I propose to halt until l have ascertained 
the use the enemy propose making of the naval ascendancy 
they have acquired on Lake Champlain. 

I have the honor to transmit h~rewith ret urn s of th e Ios > 
wstained by the left di\isi on of this army in its ad va nce tJ 
Plathburg, and in forcing a passage across th e ril·cr SHa uac. 

I have the the honor, &c. 

GEORGE P.n:vo~T . 
.Earl Bathurst, &c. 
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No. 43. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the left division, 
under the command of major-general De Rottenburg, in 
action rdth the enemy from the 6th to the 14th of September, 
inclusive. 

Genfral .Yto.ff;-1 gener11l stalf, wounded. 
19llt light dragoons; 1 rank and file, 2 horses, wounded ; 5 rank and 

file, 6 horses, missing. 
Royal a1·tillery; 1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, 1 horse, killed ; 3 rank 

and file, wounded. 
3d foot ;-1 captRin, 1 ensign, killed; 4 lieutenants, 1 serjeant, 34 
rank and file, woundE-d ; 2 rank and file missing. 
5thfoot ;-l rank and file, killed; l rank and file; wounded. 
8th foot, Qd battalion ;-1 rank ancl file, wounded. 
13th.foor. ;-2 rank and file, wounrlerl. 
27thfoot, lsl bcttalion ;-3 rank and file, killed; I S<':rjeant, 13 rank 

and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing. 
27th foot, 3d battalion ;-I serjeant, 2 rank and file, _ killed; 3 ser

jeants, I J rank and file, wounded ; 4 rank and file, missing. 
49th foot ;-3 rank and file, wounded. 
58th.foot; 4 rank and file, killed; I captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 serjeant, 

29 rauk and file, wounded. 
76th foot ;-1 captain, 1 serjeant, 10 rank and file, killed: 3 rank 

and file, wounrled; 3 lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 20 rank 
all d file, rnissing. 

BBth.fiJOt ;-9 rank and file, wounded. 
De Aleuron's regiment ;-1 snj('ant, 5 rank and file, killed; 1 se1jeant, 

14 rank and file, wouncted; g ra11k and file, missing. 
Canadiun chasseu1·s; -4 rank and file, killed; 10 rank and file, wound

ed ; I lieutenant, 7 rank and file, missing. 
39th fool ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 

T~tal ;-2 capwins, 1 ensign, 4 serjeant~, SO rank and tile, 1 
horse, killed ; 1 general staff, 1 captain, 6 lieutenants, 7 ser
jeants, 1~5 rank and file, 2 horses, wounded; 4 lieutt:uants, 2 
se1jeants, 1 drummer, 48 rank and file, 6 horses, missing. 

Names of officers, killed, wounded, and missing. 

Killed-Sdfoot ;-Captain (bre1·et lieutenant-colonel) I. \rillington~ 
emi!!ll J. Chapman. 

76thfoot ;-Captain J. Purchase. 

lVounded-General stoff ;-Captain T. Crosse, aide de camp to ma• 
jur-general De Rottenhur~, slightly. 

3d .fool ;-Lieutenant H. King3bury, severely; (since dead;) lieute
nant J. \\"est, seHrely; lieutenants G. Benson, unci J.IIorue, slightly. 

5?.thfvot ;-Capt:11n L. \Vestropp, severely; lieutenant C. Brokier, 
slightly ; lieutenant and adjutant-- Lewis, sliehtly . 

. Missing-76111 foot;- Lieutenants G. Hutch, G. Ogill'ie, and E. 
l\1 archington. 

Canadian chasseurs ;-Lieutenant E. Vigne:w. 
· EDWARD BAYNES, 

Adjutant-general North America. 



APPENDIX. 465 

No. 44. 

From sir James Lucas Yeo to lllr. Croker, 

H. M. S. St. Lawrence, Kingston, 
SI a, September 2-l, 1 81 J. 

I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the 
lord~ commis~ioners of the admiralty, a copy of a lt'tter from 
captain Pring, late commander of his maje ty's brig Linnet. 

It appears to me, and I have good reason to believe, that 
captain Downie was urged, and is ship hurried into action, 
before she was in a fit state to meet the enemy. 

I am also of opinion, that there was not the least necessity 
for our squadron e;iviug the enemy such Jecided advantages, 
by going into their bay to engage them. Even had they been 
successful, it would not in the least have assisted the troops in 
storming the batterie.;; whereas, had our troops taken their 
batteries first, it would have obliged the enemy's squadron to 
quit the bay, and give ours a fair chance. 

1 have the honor, to be, &c. 
J AMES LUCAS YEO, 

Commmodore and commander in chief. 
J. W. Croker, esq. &c. &c. &c. 

No. 45. 

From maJor-general 1lfacombe to the American &ecretary at 
uar. 

SIR, Plattsbnrg, Sept. 15, 1814. 
The governor-grneral of the Canadas, sir Gcorge Prevost, 

having collected all the disposable force in Lower Caoada, with 
a view of conquering the country as far as Crown Point, and 
Ticonderago, entered the territories of the United States on 
the 1st of the month, and occupied the village of Champlain: 
there he avowed his intentions, and issued orders and proclama
tions, tending to dissuade the people from their allegiance, and 
inviting them to furnish his army with provisions. He immedi
ately began to impress the waggons and r1 ams in the vicinity, 
and loaded them with his heavy baggage and stores. From this 
I was persuaded he intended to attaGk this place. I had but 
just returned from the lines, where I had commande1l a fine 
bri~ade, which was broken up_ to form the division under 
major-general Izard, and otdered to the westward. Beiug 
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&enior officer, he left me in command; ~nd, except the four 
companies of the 6th regiment, I had not an organized batta. 
lion among those remaining. The garrison was composed of 
convalescents and recruits of the new regiments, all in the 
greatest confusion, as well as the ordnance and stores, and the 
works in no state of defence. To create an emulation and zeal 
among the officers and men io completing the works, I divided 
t.hem into detachments, and placed them near the several forts ; 
declaring in orders, that each detachment was the garrison of 
its own work, and bound to defend it to the last extremity. 
The enemy adnnced cautiously and by short marches, and our 
soldien worked day and night, so that by the time he made his 
appearance ·before the place we were prepared to receive him.. 
General Izard named the principal work Fort-Moreau; and, 
to remind the troops of the actions of their brave countrymen, 
I called the redoubt on the right Fort-Brown, and that on the 
left Fort-Scott. Besides these three works, we had two block. 
houses strongly fortified. Finding, on examining the returns 
of the garrison, that our force did not exceed 1500 eff~ctive 
men for duty, and well informed that the enemy had as many 
thousands, I called .on general l\looers, of the New York 
militia, and arranged .with him plans for bringing forth the 
militia en masse. The inhabitants of the village fled with their 
families and effeats, except a few worthy citizens and some boys, 
who formed themselves into a party, received rifles, and were 
exceedingly useful. By the 4th of the month, general Mooen 
collected about 700 militia, and advanced seven miles on the 
Beckman.town road, to watch the motions of the enemy, and 
to skirmish with him as he advanced; also to obstruct the roadli 
with fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. On the lake
road, at Dead creek bridge, I po~tcd 200 men, under captain 
Sproul, of the 13th regiment, with ordus to abattis the woods, 
to place obstructions in the road, and to fortify himself: to 
this party I added two field-pieces. In advance of that posi. 
tion was lieutenant-colonel Appling, with J 10 riflemen, watch
ing the movements of the enemy, and procuring intelligence. 
It was ascertained, that before day-light on the 6th, the enemy 
would advance in two columns, on the two roads before men
tioned, dividing at Sampson's a little below Chazy village. The 
column on the Beckmau-town road proceeded most . rapidly; 
the militia skirmished with his advanced parties, ancl except a 
few brave men, fell back most precipitately in the greatest 
disorder, notwithstanding the British troops did not deign to 
fire on them, except by their ftanl\crs and advanced patroles. 
The night previous, 1 ordered major Wool to a4vance with a 
detachment of 250 men· to support the militia, and set them an 
eiample of firmness; afso captain Leonard, of the light-artil-
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lery, was directed to proceed with two pieces to be on the 
ground before day; yet he did not make his appearance until 
eight o'clock, when the eol'my had approached within two 
miles of thtl village. With his conduct, therefore, I am not 
well pleased. Major Wool, wilh his p.trty, disputed the road 
with great obstinacy, but tlae militia could not be prevailed on 
to stand, notwithstanding the exertioPs of their general and 
staff-officers; although the fields were divided by stro:1g stone 
•ails, and they were told that the enemy couJ,I not possibly 
cut them otf. The state dragoons of New York \ft:ar red 
coats ; and they bt'ing on the hcigh ts to watch the enemy, gave 
con,tant alarm to the militia, who mi , took them for the enemy, 
and feared hi getting in their rear 

Finding the enemy's columns had penetrated within a mile of 
Plattsburg, I despatched my aide de camp, lieutenant Root, to 
brine; off the detachment at Dead creek, and to inform lieute. 
nast:colonel A ppling that I wish ,'d him to fall on the enemy's 
right flank. The colonel fortunately arrived just in time to 
save his retreat, and to fall in with the head of a column de. 
bouching from the w.oods. Here he poured in a destructive 
fire from his riflerBen at rest, and continued to annoy the 
enemy until he formed a junction with major Wool. The 
field-pieces did considerable execution among the enemy's 
columns. So unuaunted, however, was the enemy, that he 
nevtr deployed in his whole march, always pressing on in 
column. Finding that every road was full of troops, crowding 
on U$ on all sides, I ordered the field-pieces to retire across the 
bridge, and form a battery for its prutcction, and to cover the 
retreat of the infantry, which was accordingly done, and the 
parties of Appling and Wool, as well as tht of Sproul, 
retir8d, alternately keeping up a brisk fire until they got under 
cover of the works. The enemy's light troops occupied the 
hl'luses near the bridge, and kept up a constant firing from the 
"indows and halc.onies, and annoyed us much. I ordered them 
to be dril·en out with hot shot, which oon uut the houses in 
llames, and obliged those sharp-shooters to re1ire. The whole 
day, until it was too late to see, the enemy's light troops elldea
voured to drive onr guards from the bridge, but they suffered 
dearly for their perseverance. An attempt was also made to 
cro~s the upper bridge, where the militia handsomely drov~ 
them back. The column which marched by the lake-road was 
much irr.peded by the obstructions, and the removal of the 
bridge at Dead creek; and, as it passed the creek aud beach, 
the gal,lies kept up a lively and galling fire. Our troop3 being 
now all on the south side of the Saranac, I directeu the planks 
to be taken off the bridges and piled up in the form of breast. 
works, to cofer our 11arties intended for qisputing th!Z passagtt, 
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which afterwards enabled us to hold the bridges against very 
superior numbers. From the 7th to the 14th, the enemy was 
employed in getting on his battering-train, and erecting his 
batteries and aprroaches, and constantly skirmishing at the 
bridges and fords. By this time the militia of New York and 
the volunteers of Vermont were pouring in from all quarters. 
I advised general Mooers to keep his force along the Saranac to 
prevent the enemy's crossing the river, and to send a strong 
body in his rear to harass him day and night, and keep him in 
continual alarm. The militia behaved with great spirit after 
the first day, and the volunteers of Vermont were exceedingly 
serviceable. Our regular troops, notwithstanding the constant 
skirmishin~, and repeated endeavours of the enemy to cror.<> 
the river, kept at their work day and night, strengthening the 
defences, and el·inced a determination to hold out to the last 
extremity. It was reported that the enemy only waited the 
arrival of his flo1illa to make a general attack. About eight in 
the morning of the 11th, as was expected, the flotilla appeared 
in sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine bore down and 
engaged at anchor in the hay off the town. At the same instant 
the batteries were opened on liS, and continurd throwing bomb
~hells, shrapnells, balls, and Congnrve rockets, until sun-set, 
when the bombardment ceased, every battery of the enemy 
being silenced by the superiority of our tire. The naval en
gagement lasted but two hours, in full view of both armies. 
Three efforts were made by the enemy to pass the river at t!te 
commencement of the cannonade and bombardment, with a 
view of as~aulting the works, and they had prt>paretl for that 
purpose an immense number of scaling-ladders. One attempt 
to cross was made at the village bridge, another at the upper 
bridge, and a third at a ford about three miles from the 
works. At tho- two first he was repulsed by 1 he regulars-~ 
the ford by the brave volunteers and militia, where he suffered 
severdy iu killed, wounded, and prisoners: a considerable 
body crossed tuc stream, but were dther killed, taken, or 
driven hack. The woods at this place were very fa;·orable to 
the operations of the militia . A whole company of the 76th 
regiment was here destroyed, t' ·c three lieutenants and 27 men 
prisoners, the captain and the rest killed. I cannot forego the 
pleasure of here stating the gallant conduct of captain M'Glassin, 
of the 15th regiment, who was ordered to ford the rivrr, and 
a.ttack ~ ~arty consbucting a battery on the right of the enemy's 
hnc, w1thm bOO yards of Fort- Bro~\ n, which he handsomely 
executed at midnight, with 50 men; drore eft' the working 
party, consisting of 150, and defeared a covl'J'ina party of the 
same number, killing one officer and six men in d~e charge, and 
wounding many. At dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery 
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from the batteries, and rai>t'd the iege; and at nine, unuer 
oover of the night. sent off, in a great hurry, all the haggagc 
he could find transport for, and also his artillery. At two the 
next morning the whole army precipitately retreated, leaving 
the sick and W•> unued to our genero:,ity; and. the governor left 
a note with a nrgeon, requesting the humane attention of the 
eo m m and in g . gc n era I. 

Ya:t qnantnies of provi.ion were left behind and destroyed; 
also an immcn c quantity of IJornb·shclls, cannon-balls, grape· 
shot, am mun ition, flints, &c. entrenchin~ tools of all sorts, 
abo tents aud marquee • A great deal ha ' been found con. 
ceaku in ponds and creeks, and buried in the ground, and a vast 
quantity carried 01f by the inhabitant , Such was the precipi
tance of his ret reat, that he arrived at Chazy, a distance of 
ci5ht mi!e., before we discovered he had gone. The light 
troops, volunteers, and militia, pmsucrl immediately on learn. 
ir~g of his fli~ht, and ~ome of the mounted men maue prisoners 
five dragoons of the 19th regiment, and ·ercral others of the 
rear-guJrd. A continual fall of rain and a riolent !>torm pre. 
Hnted further pursuit. Upwards of 300 deserters !save come 
in, and many are hourly arriviug. 'Ve have buried the British 
officers of the army aJICi na1·y with the honors of war, and 
shewo every attentiou and kiudness to those who have fallen 
into our hands. The conduct of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and soldiers of my command, during the trying occa
sion, cannot be represented in too high terms. 

ALEX. l\IACOMB. 
The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, prisoners, and 

deserters, since his fir;,t appearance, cannot fall short of 2500. 
Hon. 1. Armstrong. 

..,,,,.,.,,,,.,..,,,,, 

No. 46. 

From major-general De Watteville, to lieutenant-general 
Drummond. 

Camp before Fort-Erie, . 
SIR, Sept. 19, 1814. 

I have the honor to report to you, that the enemy attacked, 
on the 17th in the afternoon at three o'clock, our position 
before Fort· Erie, the 2d brigad1:, under colonel Fischer, com:
posed of the 8th and de Watteville's regiments, being on duty. 

Under cover of a heavy fire of his artillery from Fort-Erie, 
and much fafored by the nature of the ground, and also by the 
state of the weather, the rain falling in torrents at the moment 
of his approach, the enemy succeeded in turning the right of 
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our line of piquets, without being perceived, and with a very 
considerable force, attacked both tbe piquets and support, itt 
their flank and rear: at the same time, another of the enemy's 
columns attacked, in front, the piquets between No. 2 and No. 
3 batteries, and, having succeeded in penetrating by No. 4 
piquet, part of his force turned to his )eft, and thereby sur. 
rounded our right, and got almost immediate possession of 
No. 3 battery. The enemy then directed his attacks, with a 
very superior force, towards No. 2 battery; but the vbstioate 
r('sistance made by the piquets, under every possible disad.an
tage, delayed considerably his getting possession of No. 2 bat. 
tery; in which, however, he at last succeeded. 

As soon as the alarm was given, the 1st brigade, being next 
for suppol't_, composed of the royal Scots, the 82d and 89th 
regiments, under lieutenant-colonel Gordon, receiYed orders to 
march forward; aml also the light demi .. brigade under Jieute. 
nant-colonel Pearson: the 6th regiment remaining in reserve, 
under lieutenant-colonel Campbell. From the Concession .. 
road, the royal Scots, with the 89th as support, moved by the 
new road, and met the enemy near the block-hou•e, on the 
right of No. 3 battery; whom they engaged, and, by their 
steady and intrepid conduct, checked his further progress. 
The 82d regiment, and three companies of the 6th regiment, 
wertl detached to the left, in order to support Nos. 1 and~ 
batteries. The enemy having, at that time, possession of No. 2 
battery, and still pushing forward, seven companies of the 82d, 
under major Proctor, and the three companies of the 6th, nnder 
major Taylor, received directions to oppose the enemy's forces, 
,and immcdiatrly charged them with the most intredid bravery, 
driving them back across our entrenchments; and also from 
No. 2 battery, thereby preventing their destroying it, or da.. 
Jllaging its guns in a considerable degTee. Lieutenant-colonel 
Pearson, with the Glengarry light infantry, under lieutenant
colonel Battersby, pushed, forward by the centre-road, and 
attacked, and carried, with great gallantry, the new entreoch
-tneot, then in full posse~sion of the enemy. 

The enemy, being thus repulsed at every point, was forced te 
retire with precipitation to their works, leaving several prisoners, 
and a number of their wounded in our hands. By five o'clock 
the entrenchments were again occupied, and the line of piquets 
tstablished, aa it had been previous to the enemy's attack. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of casualties, and the 
report of the officer eommanding the royal artillery, respecting 
the damage done to the ordnance and the batteries, during tho 
time they were in the enemy's possession. 

J have the honor to be, &c. 
. L. DE WATTEVILLE, majpr-ceo • 

.J.1e:ut.-general Pfl.unmond, &;~. · 
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No. 47. 

Return of cawalties of the right diviswn of the army, in action 
with tJae enem!J; camp before For.t-Erie, Sept. 17, 1814. 

R01;alartillery ;-9 rank ancl file, mill!ing. 
Additionnl gunners, De Wotteville's regiment ;-1 rank and tile,. 

wounrled; 10 r:~nk and file, missing. 
1st, or royal Scots ;-8 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 

Jieuten11nt, 1 serjennt, SO rank and file, wounded; 2 serjeants, 15 rank 
and file, missing. 

6th foot ; -1 captain, 1 serjeant, 13 rank and fi~e, killed; 1 lieute
nant, 1 serjeant, ll5 rank and file, wounded ; 1 serJeant, 10 rank and 
tile, missing. 

8th foot ;-1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 12 rank and file, killed; 1 lieute
nant, 12 rank and file, wounded; 1 cAptain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, S 
serjeants, 63 rank and file, miosiug. 

82dfoot ; - 2 serjeants, 10 rank and file, killed; 5 captains, 4 lieu
tenants, 1 ensign, 5 serjeants, 33 rank and file, woundPd; 8 rank and 
file, mi!sing. 

89th foot ;- 1 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 2 rank and file, 
wounded; 1 serjeant, 19 rank and file, missing. _ 

De Watttroille'• regiment ;- I lieutenant, 3 serjeanls, 58 r11nk and 
file, killecl; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 4 serjeanu, 
I drurumer, 26 rank a no file, wounded; 2 majors, 3 captains, 2 lieute
nants, 1 acljutant, 1 assistant-surgeon, 9 serjeants, 2 drummers, 146 
rank and file, missing. 

Glengarr!l light infantry ;- 3 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 18 
rank and file, wounded. 

Grand total- 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 serjeants, 105 rank and file, 
killed; 3 lieutenant-colonels, 3 captains, 10 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 1~ 
serjeants, 1 drummer, 147 rauk and file, wounded; 2 majors, 4 cap
tains, 3 lieutenant!, 2 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 assistant-iurgeon, 21 ier· 
jeanfs, 2 dn1mmers, 280 rank an~ file, mi11sing. ' 

Names of offiien. 

Killed. 

6th foot ;- Captain R. D. Patterson. 
8th fool ;- Lieutenant Barston. 
De Watteville'' regiment ;-Lieutenant Pelliehody. 

Wounded. 

Royal &ot' ;- Lieutenant-colonel J. Gorclon, severely; lieuteni\Dt G. 
Ratledge, since dead. 

6thjoot;- Lieutenant Andrews, severely. 
8th foot ;- Lieutenant Lowry, severely. 
82dfoot ;-Captain I. M. \V right, since dend; cnptain E. Marshall, 

slightly; lieutenant H. Pigott, W. Mason, aud Robert Lath am, se
nrely; lieutenant G. Barman, slightly; ensign C. Langford, since 
dead. 

De Watteville's regiment ;- Lieutenant-colonel Fischer, severely; 
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captain M.ittelhoh:~r, severely; li~utenant Gingins, severely; lieutenant 
Stei~?;er, sh!!:htly; lteutenant La P1erre, se,·erely. . . 

Staff;-Lieutenaut-colonel thomas Pearson, mspectmg field-officer, 
severely. 

Missiug-8thfoot ;-Captain Brad bridge, lieutenant M•N air, ensign 
Matthewson . 

De Wattevillt!s regiment ;---Major De Villatte, major Winter, 
wounded; captain Zehendcr, Hecken. and Steiger; lieutenant De 
Berry, lieutenant Hecken, wounded; adjutant Thermet; as&istant-sur
geon Gorbea. 

.,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,.,. 

No. 48. 

From lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to lieutenant-general 
sir John C. ~·herbrooke. 

Moose Island, Passamaquaudy Bay, 
Sm, July 12, 1814. 

, Having sailed from Halifax on the 5th instant, accompanied 
by lieutenant-colonel Nicolls, of the royal engineers . and a de
.tachment of the royal artillery, under the command of captain 
Dunn, I have the honour to acquaint your excellency, that 
-we arrived at Shelburne, the place of rendezvous, on the even. 
ing of the 7th instant, where I found captain sir Thomas Hardy, 
in his majesty's ship Ramillies, with two transports, having on 
board the 102d regiment, under the command of lieutenant
c::olonel Hcrries, which had arrived the day before. I did not 
fail to lay before Sir Thomas Hardy my instructions, and to 
consult with him the best means of carrying them into exe .. 
cution. 

As we concurred in opinion that the success of the enterprise, 
with- which we were entrusted, would very materially depend 
upon our reaching the point of attack prcYious to the enemy 
being apprised of our intentions. that officer, with his asccus
tomed alacrity and decision, directed the ~hips of war and 
transports to get under weigh early on the following morning; 
and we yesterday, about 3 o'clock P.M., anchored near to 
the town of Eastport. 

On our approach to this island, Jient~>nant Oats (your excel. 
lcncy's aide de ea•: p, whom you had permitted to accompany 
me on this service) "as detached in a boat, bearing a flag of 
truce, with a summons, (copy of which is transmitted,) ad
dressed to the officer commanding, requirin~ that Moose Island 
should be surrendered to his Britannic majesty. This proposal 
was not acceptl'd; in consequence of which, the troops, which 
were already in the boats, pulled off under the superintendance 
of captain Srnhouse, of the royal navy, whose arrangements were 

,so judicious, as to insure a suceessful issue. B,ut, previou$ to 
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reaching the shore, the colours of the enemy on Fort-Sullivan 
were ha-uled down: and on our landin::';, the Cdpitulation wa 
agreed to, of which the copy i~ in lo ell 

'Ve found in the fort a detachmen t of the 40th regim en t of 
American infantry, consisting of ix officers and about bO men, 
1mder the command of major Putman, who ourrcmteaed them
selves pri oners of war. 

This fort is situated on an eminence rommanding the entrance 
to the anchorage, and within it i a block-house, and al o fonr 
long IS-pounders, one l8-pQund carronade, and four fil'ld. 
piece . The extent of the i~land is about four miles in length 
and two in breadth, and in a great tate of cultivation. !'he 
militia amount to about 'ZbO, aml the population is calculated 
at 1500. 

\Ye ha\'"e also occupied Alien's and Frederick Island, so that 
the whole of the islands in thii bay are now subject to the 
British fla~. 

It is ve'(y satisfactory to me to add, that this service ha been 
effected, without any loss or casually among the troops em
ployed in it. 

To captain sir Thomas llanly, I consider myselt under the 
greatest obligations; having experienced every possible co-ope
ration, with an offer to disembark, from his squadrom, any 
proportion of seamen or marines which I con idered necessary. 

I beg to acknowledge my thanks to you in allowing your aide 
ne camp, lieutenant Oats, to accompany me upon this service. 
He has been a great assistant to me, anJ will have the honor of 
delivering this despatch. He has also in his possession the colours 
and standard found in Fort-Sullivan. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. PILKINGTON, lieut..col. 

l..ieut.-general deputy-adj u tant-gcneral. 
Sir J. C. Sherbrook, K. B. 

No. 49. 

From captain flardy, R. N., and lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, 
to the American commander at Moose Island. 

On board of his majesty's ship Ramillies, off 
SIR, Moose Island, July 11, 1811. 

As we are perfectly apprised of the weakness of the fort and 
garrison under your command,and your inability to defend ... loose 
Island against the ships and troops of his Britannic m1jesty 
placed under our directions, we arc induced, from the humane 
consideration of avoiding the effusion of blood, and from a re-
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,;ard to you and the inhabitants of the island, to prevent, if in 
our power, tlle distresses and calamities which will befall them 
in case of resistance. \V e, therefore, allow you five minutes1 

from the time this summons is delivered, to deeide upon an 
answer. 

In the event of your not agreeing to capitulate on liheral 
terms, we shall deeply lament being compelled to resort to 
those coercive measures, which may C!tuse destruction to ~he 
town of Eastport, but which will ultimately assure us possess10n 
of the island. 

T. M. HARDY, captain of H.M.S Ramillies. 
A. PII.-KINGTON, lieut.-col. commandrn~ 

To the officers commanding the U nitcd States' troops 
on Moose Island • 

.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

No. 50. 

Ft·om major Putman to captain Hardy, and lieutenant.. 
colonel Pilkington. 

GENTLEliiEN, Fort Sullivan, July 11, 1814. 
Conformably to yo11r demand, I have surrendered Fort-Sul

livan with all the public property. 
This I have done to stop the effusion of blood and in 

consideration of your superior forces. I am, gentlemoo, ~c. 
P. PUTMAN, major, commanding. 

P. S. I hope, gentlemen, every respect will be paid to the 
defenceless inhabitants pf this i5land, and the private property 
pf the officers. P. P. 

No. 51. 

Articles of capitulatio1l. 

Article I. The officers ancl troops of the United Stateli, at 
present on Moose island, are to surrender themselves prisoners 
of war, and are to deliver up the forts, buildings, arms, ammu. 
nitioo, stores, and effects, with exact inventories thereof, 
belonging to the American government; and they are thereby 
transferred to his Britannic majesty, in the same manner and 
possession, as has been held heretofore by the American 
government. 

Art. 11. The garrison of the island shall be prisoners of 
war, until rr1;ularly exchanged; they will march out of the 
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fort with the honors of war, and pile their arms at such place 
as 11 ill be appointed for that purpose; the officers will be per .. 
mitted to proceed to the United States on their parole. 

No. 52. 

Return of ordnance and stores found in Fort-Sullivan, 
surrendered to his majest,y's forces under the command vf 
lieutenant-colonel Pilkington. 

Iran guns ;-four 18-pounders, with standing carriages, side arms; 
two . unserviceable 9-pounders, two 12-pounder carronadei without 
carnnges. 

Bra.,s guns ;-two serviceable and two unserviceable light 6-pounders, 
with trn 1 elling carria~es, side arms, &c. 

Forty-two paper cartridgtos. filled with six pounds of powder, 5 flannel 
ditto, rlitto; 3176 unserviceable musket- ball cartridge~. 

Four hundred and fifty-twv loose round 18-pounder s~ot; fifty-fin: 
J 8-pounder grape shot, three hundred and eighty-nine loose round 
6-pouudcr, ninety-five 6-pounder case shot. 

Six barreli of burned powder, containing one hundreci pounds encb; 
lOO muskets, wilh lmyouets, belts, shngs, and complete swords, with 
Lelts, scabbards, &c. 

Seventy-two incomplete tents, one Uniterl State!\' ensign. 
W. DUNN, capt. royal artillery company. 

,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,. 

No. 53. 

From li'~utenant-general sir I. C. Sherbrooke to e._arl Bathurst. 

Castine at the entrance of the Penobscot, 
MY J .. onn, Sept. 18, 1814. 

I hue now the honor to inform your lordship, that after 
£losing my despatch of the 25th ult. in which I mentioned my 
intention of proceeding to the Penobscot, rear-admiral Grif
fiths and myself lost no time in sailing from Halifax, with such a 
naval force as he deemed necessary, and the troops as per 
margin, (viz. 1st company of royal artillery, two rifle compa
nies of the 7th battalion 60th regiment, 29th, 62d, and 98th 
Jegiments,) to ace;ompany the object we had in view. 

Very eariy in the morning of the 30th we fell in with the 
Rifleman sloop of war, when captain Pearse informed us, that 
the United States' frigate, the A dams, had got into the Pen ob • 
.scot, but fro~ the apprehension of being attacked by our 
cruizers, if sl;le remained at the entrance of the river, she had 



APPE~DIX. 

run up as high as Hampden, where she had landed her guns, 
~nd mounted them on shore for her protection. 

On leaving Halifax it was my original intention to have taken 
possession of Machias, on our way hither, but on receiving 
this intelligence, the admiral and myself were of opinion that no 
time should be lost in proceeding to our destination, and we 
arrived here very early on the morning of the 1st instant. 

The fort of Castine, which is situated upon a peninsula of 
the eastern sitle of the Penobscot, near the entrance of that 
·river, was summoned a little after sun rise, but the American 
officer refused to surrender it, and immediately opened a fire 
from four 24-pounders upon a small schooner that had been 
fient with Iieutenant.colonel Nichols (commanding royal engi
neers) to reconnoitre the work. 

Arrangements were immediately made for di~embarking the 
'troops, but before a landing could be effected, the enemy blew 
up the magazine, and escaped up the .l\'lajctaquadous river, car
rying off in the boats with them two field-pieces. 

As we had no means of ascertaining what force the Ameri
eans had on this peninsula, I landed a detachment of the royal 
artillery, with two rifle-companies of the 60th and 98th regi.o 
ments, under colonel Douglas . in the rear of it, with orders to 
'secure the isthmus, and t.o take possession of the heights whic~ 
command the town ; but 1 soon learned there were no regul~rs 
nt Castine, except the party which had blown up the magazine 
and escaped, and that the militia, which were assembled there, 
had dispersed immediately upon our landing. 

Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next turned our attention 
to obtaining possession of the Adams, or if that could not be 
done, destroying her. The arrangement for this service having 
been made, the rear.admiral entrusted the execution of it to 
captain Barrie, royal navy, and as the co-operation of a land 
force was necessary, I directed lieutenant-colonel John, with a 
detachment of artillery, the flank companies of the 29th, 62d, 
and 98th regiments, and one rifle company of the 60th, to ac. 
company and co-operate with captain Barrie on this occasion; 
lJUt as Hampden is 2'/ miles above Castine, it appeared to me a 
necessary measure of precaution first to occupy a post on the 
western bank, which might afford support, if necessary, to th~ 
force going up the river, and at the same time prevent the 
,armed population, which is very numerous to the southward 
and to the westward, from annoying the British in their opera-: 
tions against (be Adams. 

Upon inquiry, I found that Belfast, which is upon the lligh 
road lt~ading from Hampden to Boston, and which perfectly 
commands the bridge, was likely to answer both these pur
poses, and I consequently directed major-gcnc~al Gossclin tq 
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occupy that place with the 29th regiment, and maintain it till 
further orders. 

As soon as this was accomplished, and the tide s.erve,l, rear. 
admiral Griffith directed ca~tain Barrie to proceed to his desti. 
nation, and the remainder of the troops were landed that 
evening at Castine . 

Understanding that a strong parfy of militia from the nei~h. 
bouring township had a~sembled at about four miles from Cas
tine, on the road leading to Blue-hill, 1 sent out a strong 
patrole on the morning of the 2d. before day-break; on arriv
ing at the place, l was informed that the militia of the county 
was assembled there on the alarm guns being fired at the fort at 
.Castine, upon our first appearance; but that the main body 
had since dispersed, and went to tht:ir respecti,·e homes. Some 
stragglers were howerer left, who fired upon our advanced 
guard, and then took to the woods ; a few of them were made 
pri;;oners. No intelligence having reached us from captain 
Barrie, on Saturday night, I marched with about 700 men and 
two light field-pieces, upon Buckstown, at three o'clock, on 
Sunday morning the 4th instant, for the purpose of learning 
what progress he had made, and of affording him assistance if 
required. This place is abont 18 miles higher up the fonou
scot than Cas tine, and on the e<~stern hank of the river. Rear
admiral Griffith accompanied me on this occasion, and we had 
reason to believe that the light guns which had been takt'n from 
Castine were secreted in the neighuourhood of Buckstown. 
We threatened to destroy the town unless they were given up, 
and the two brass 3-pounders on travcllin,g-carriages were in 
consequence brought to us in the course of the day, and are 
now in our possession. 

At Buckstown, we receiv!'d very sati~ f<~c tory accounts of 
the success which had attended the force emJJloyed up the river. 
'Ve learned that capt:1 in Barrie had proceeded from Ua.mpton 
up to Bangor; and the admiral sent an officer iu a hoat from 
Buckstown to communicate with him: when, finding there was 
no necessity for the troops rem3 in i n~ longer at Buckstown, 
they marched back to Castin~ the nex t day . 

Having ascertainecl that the object of the expedition up the 
Penobseot had been obtained, it was no longer necessa ry for 
me to occupy Belfast. I, therefore, on the evening of the 6th, 
directed major-general Gosselin to embark the troops, and to 
join me here. 

Machias being the only pl ace now remaining where the 
enemy had a post between the P enr>bscot and Passamaquaddy 
bay, I ordered lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to proceed with a 
detachment of royal artillery and the 29th regiment to occ:n py; 
it; aud as naval assistance was required, rear-admiral Griffit~ 
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directed captain Parker, of the Tenedos, to co-operate with 
Jieutenant-r.olonel Pilkington upon this occasion. 

On the morning of the 9th, ~aptain Barrie, with lieutenant• 
colonel John, and the troops which had been employed witlt 
him up the Penobscot, returned to Castine. It seems, the 
enemy blew up the Adams, on his strong position at HampdeR 
being attacked ; but all his artillery, two stands of colours, 
and a standard, with several merchant Tessels, fell into our 
hands. This, I am happy to say, was accomplished with very 
little loss on our part; and your Jordsh:p will perceive, by the 
return sent herewith. that the only officer wounded in this 
\ltfair, is captain Gall, of the 'l9th grenadiers. 

Herewith I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report, 
made to me by lieutenant-colonel John on this occasion, in 
which your lordship will be pleased to observe, that the lieute
nant-colonel speaks very highly of the gallantry and good con., 
duct displayed by the troops upon this expedition, under very 
trying circumstances. And I Leg to call your lordship's atten
tion to the names of those officers upon whom lieutenant-colo
nel John particularly bestows praise. The enterprise and in
trepidity manifested by lieutenant-colonel John, and the disci
pline l\fld gallantry displayed by the troops under him, reflect 
great honor upon them, and demand my warmest acknowh:dg
ments; and I have to request your lordship will take a 
favourable opportunity of bringing the meritorious and sue. 
cessful services, performed by the troops employed on this occa. 
sion, under the vil'w of his royal highness the prince regent. 

As rear-admiral Griffith will, no doubt, make a detailed 
report of the naval operations on this occasion, I forbear 
touching upon this subject, further than to solicit your lord
ship's attention to that part of colonel John's rei:Jort, in which 
he "attributes the success of this enterprise to the masterly 
arrangements of captain Barrie, royal navy, who conduct.ed it." 

I have much pleasure in reporting to your lordship, that the 
most perfect unanimity and good understanding has prevailed 
between th~ naval and military br.mches of the service, during 
the whole progress of this expedition. 

I feel it my duty to express, in the stron~cst terms, the great 
obligations I am under to rear-admiral Griffith, for his judi. 
cious advice, and ready co-operation, on every occasion. And 
my thanks are likewise due to all the captains of the ships t'm
ployed, for the assistance they have so willingly afforded the 
troops, and from which the happiest results hafe been expe-
rienced. • 

I have reason to be well satisfied with the gallantry and good 
cenduct of the troops, and have to offer my thanks to major. 
ceneral Gosselin, colonel Douglas, and the commanding officer• 
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of corps, for the alacrity shown by them, and strict discipline 
which J.as been maintained. 

To the heads of departments, and to the officers of the ge
neral and of my personal staff, I am much indebted for the 
zealous manner in which they have discharged theia· respective 
duties • 

.Major Addis on, my military secretary, will have the honor of 
delivering this despatch. He has been with me during the whole 
of these operations, and is well enabled to afford your lordship 
any information you may require. 

I have entrusted the colours and standard taken from the 
enemy to major A.ddison, who will receive your lordship's cc:tm. 
maods respecting the further disposal of th.em ; and I take the 
liberty of recommending him as a desernng officer to your 
lordship's protection. I have, &c. 

J. C. SHERBROOKE. 

N. B. The returns of killed, wounded, and missing, and or 
artillery, and of ordnance stores taken, are inclosed • 

.,.,,,,,.,,,.,,,.,,, 

1\o. 51. 

From lieulenanl-colonel John to lieutenant-genel'(Jl 
sir J. C. Sherbrooke. 

Bangor, on the Penobscot river, 
SIR, Sept. 3, 1814. 

In compliance with your excellency's orders of the 1st in. 
stant, I sailed from Castine with the detachment of royal artil
lery, the flank companies of the ~9th, 6~<1, and 98th regiments, 
and one rifle company of the 7th battalion 60th rf'giment, 
which composed the force your excellency did me the honor to 
place under my commaud, for the purr>se of co-operating '"ith 
captain Barrie, of the royal navy, in an expedition up thii 
river . 

On the morning of the 2d, having proceeded above the town 
of Frankfort, we discovered some of the enemy on their 
march towards Hamden, by the eastern shore, which induced 
me to order brevet-major Crosdaile, with a detachment of the 
98th, and some riflemen of the 60th regiment, under lieutenant 
Wallace, to land and intercept them, which was accomplished; 
and that detachment of the enemy (as I have since learned) 
were prevented from joining the main body assembled at Ham. 
den. On this occasion the enemy had one man killed, and 
some wounded. Major Crosdaile re-embarked without any 
loss. '\V e arri'fed off Bald Head cove, three miles distant 
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from Hamden, about five o'clock that evening, when c:tptain 
Barrie agreed with me in determining to land the troops irnme. 
diatcly. Having discovered that the enemy's piquets were ad
vantageously posted on the north side of the cove, L directed 
brevet-major Riddle, with the grenadiers of the 62d, and cap
tain VVard, with the ritle company of the 60th, to di5lodge 
them, and take up that ground, which duty was performed 
under major Riddle's directions, in a most complete and satis
factory manner, by about seven o'clock; and before ten at 
night, the whole of the troops, including 80 marines under 
captain Carter, ( w horn ea ptain Barrie had done me the honor 
to attach to my command,) were landed and bivouacked for the 
night, during which it rained incessantly. We got under arms 
at five o'clor.k thi3 morning, the rifle-company forming the 
advance under captain Ward; brevet-major Kcith, with the 
light company of the 62d, bringing up tile rear, and the detach. 
ment of marines, under captain Carter, moving upon my 
flanks, while captain Barrie, with the ships ami gun-boats 
under his command, advanced at the same time up the river, on 
my right, towards Hamden. Jn addition to the detachment of 
royal artillery under lieutenant Garston, captain Barrie had 
landed one 6-pounclt:r, a 5~ - inch-howitzer, and a rocket appa
ratus, with a detachment of sailors under lieutenants Symonds, 
Hotely, and Slade, and Mr. Sparling, master of his majesty's 
ship Uulwark. 

The fog was so thick, it \v:ts impossible to form a correct idea 
of the features of the country, or to reconnoitre the enemy, whose 
number were reported to be 1400, under the command of briga
dier-general Blake. Between ~even and eight o'clock, our 
skirmish~rs in advance were so sharply engaged with the enemy, 
as to induce me to St'nd forward one-half of the light company 
of the 29th regiment, under captain Coakcr, to their support. 
The column had not advanced much further, before I disco
vered the enemy drawn out in line, occupying a very strong and
advantageous position in front of the town of Hamden, his left 
flanked by a high hill commanding the road and river, on which 
were mountt·d several heavy pieces of cannon; his right extend
ing considerably beyond our left, resting upon a strong point 
d'appui, with an 18.puundcr and some light field-pieces in 
advance of his centre, so pointed as completely to rake the 
road, and a narrow bridge at the foot of a hill, by which we 
were obliged to ad ranee 11 pon his position. As soon as he per
ceived our column approaching, he opened a very heny and 
continued fire of grape and musquetry upon us; we however 
soon crossed the bridge, deployed, and charged up the hill t~ 
get .possession of his guns, one of which we found had already 
fallen into the hands of captaift Ward's riflemen in advance. 
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The enemy's fire now bf"gao to slacken, and we pushed on 
rapidly, and succeeded in driving him at all points from his 
position ; while captain Coaker, with the light company of the 
29th, had gained possession of the hill on the left, from whence 
it was discovered that the Adams frigate was on fire, and that 
the enemy had deserted the battery which defended her. 

'Ve were now in complete posse sion of the enemy's position 
above, and captain Barrie with the gun-boats had secured that 
below the hill. Upon this occasion 20 pieces of cann'Jn fell 
into our hand3, of the naval and military force, the return of 
which I enclose; after which captain 13arrie and myself deter
mined on purs11ing the enemy towards Bangor, which place we 
reachPd without opposition; and here two brass 3-pounders, 
and three ~tands of colours. fell into our possession. Briga
dier-general Blake, also in this town, surrendrred him~elf pri
soner ; and, with other prisoners to the amount of 121, were 
admitted to their parole~. Eighty prisoners taken at Hamden 
ar~ in our custody. The loss sustained by the ent:my I have 
not had it in my power correctly to ascertain; report states it 
to be from 30 to 40 in killed, wounded, and mis,;ng. 

Onr own loss, I am happy to add, is but small; viz. 1 rank 
and file, killed; 1 captain, 7 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank 
and file, missing. Captain Gell, of the 29th, was wounded 
when leading the column, which deprived me of his active and 
useful assistance; but, I arn happy to add, he is recovering. 

I cannot close this despatch without mentioning, in the 
highest terms, all the troops placed under my command. They 
have merited my highe!t praise for their zeal and gallantry, 
which were conspicuous in the extreme. I feel most particu
larly indehted to brevet-major Riddall, of the o'td regiment, 
second in command ; to brevet-major Keith, of the same regi
ment; brevet-major Croasdaile and captain l\l'Pherson, of the 
98th; captains Gell and Coaker, of the "l9th; and captai!l 
Ward, of the 7th battalion 60th regiment. The royal artillery 
was directed in the most judicious manner by lieutenant Gars
ton, from whom I derived the at>lest support. 1 cannot speak 
too highly of captain Carter and the officers and marines under 
his directions. He mol"ed them in the ablest manner to the 
annoyanc..- of the enemy, and so as to meet my fullc:,t approval. 

1Jothin~ could exceed the zeal and perseverance of lieute
nants 'iymond~, B~h:ly, and . :ade, and .Mr. Sparling, of the royal 
navy, with the detachment of seamen under their command. 

Frorn captain Barrie I have received the ablest as~istancc a11d 
~up~•ort; and it i'i to his masterly arrangement of the plan that 
I feel indebted for its success. N othiug could be more cordial 
than the co-operation of the naval and military forces oa thii 
service in every instance. 

VOL. 11. I I 
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Captain Carnagie, of the royal navy, who most handsomely 
volunteered his services with this expedition, was in action with 
the tn:ops at Hamclcn; and I feel most particularly indebted to 
}Jim for his exertions aild the assistance he afforded me on this 
occasion. I am also greatly indebted to lieutenant Du Chate
let, of the 7th battalion, 60th regiment, who acted as major of 
brigade to t~e troops, in which capacity he rendered me very 
essential service. I have the lJOnor, &c. 

HENRY JOHN, lieut.-col. 

N ... o. ;)t). 

Return of ordnance and stores taken. 
Castine, Sept. 10, 1814. 

Guns;-4 iron 24-pounders, 27 iron (ship) 18-puunders, 4 12-poun. 
ders, 4 brass 3-pounders. 

Carriages ;-4 traversing 24-pounder!:, 8 standing 18-poundc::rs, ! 
travelling 12-pounders with limbers, 4 travelling 3-pounders with 
limbers. 

Sponges ;-8 24-pounders, 20 18-pounders, 2 12-pounders, 4 3-poun-
ders. 

Ladles;-2 24-pounders, 3 12-pounders, 1 3-pounder. 
Wadhooks :-~ 24-pounders, 3 12-pounders, 1 8-pounder. 
Shot ;-236 r6und 24-pounders, 500 round 18-puunders. 1 ammu. 

nition-waggon, 1 ammunition-cart. 12 common handspikes. 40 bar• 
• rels of powder. 

. Wads ;-20 24-pounders, 70 18-poundc::rs. 
N. B.-The magazine in fort Castine was blown up by the enemv. 
The vessel on bo11rd of which the powder was, ran on shfJre, and the 

whole destrnyed. 
Eleven of the 18-pounders were destroyed by order of lieute9ant• 

colonel John, not having time to brin~ them off. 
· GEORGE CRA \VFORD, major, 
Lieut.-gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooke. commanding royal arti!· 

No. 56. 
Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the affair 

at Hamden, on the 3d of September, 1814, with the force 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel J vhn, 60th regi
ment. 
Killed.-29th regiment ;-1 rank aFid file. 
Wound~d---29th regiment ;-1 captain, 2 rank and file. 
62d 1·egmzent ;-1 rank and file. 
98th 1·egimertt ;-4 rank and file. 
11Jis~ing-62d regiment ;-1· rank and file. 
Name qf officer wounded-29th regiment ;-Captain Gell, severely 

(not dangerously). 
A. PILKINGTON, Dep •• adj •• gen. 
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No. 57. 

From lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to lieutenant-general sir 
J. C. Sherbrooke. 

SIR, l\lachias, Sept. 14, 1814. 
I have the honor to acquaint your excellency, that I sailed 

from Penobscot bay, with the brigade you was plea~ed to place 
under my command, consisting of a detachment of royal artil
lery, with a howitzer, the battalion companies of the '29th regi
ment, and a party of the 7th battalion of the 60th foot, on the 
morning of the 9th instant; and arrived at Buck's harbor, 
about 10 miles from this place, on the following evening. 

As the enemy fired several alarm guns on our approaching 
the shore, it was evident be was apprehensive of an attack: I 
therefore deemed it expedient to disembark the troops with as 
little delay a, po ible; and captain Hyde Parker, command
ing th t naval force, appointed captain Stanfcll to superintend 
this duty, and it was execut1.:d by that officer with the utmost 
promptitude and decisiou. 

Upon reaching the shore, I ascertained that there was only a 
pathway through the woods by which we could advance and 
take Fort 0' Brien and the battery in reverse; and as the guns 
of these works commanded the passage of the river, upou 
which the town is situatP.d, I decided upon possessing ourselvei 
vf them, if practicable, during the night. 

"\\~ e mo>ed forward at ten o'dock P. M. and, after a most 
tedious and haras!tin~ march, only arrived near to the fort at 
break of day, although the distance does not exceed five miles. 

The advanced guard, which consisted of tU"o companies of the 
29th regiment, and a detachment of riflemen of the 60th regi
ment, uoder major Tod, of ihe former co rps, immediately 
drove in the enemy's piquets, and upon pursuing him closely, 
found the fort had been evacuated , leaving their colours, about 
fiTe minutes before we entered it. Within it, and the battery, 
there are two 24- pounders, three 18-pounders, several dis
mounted guns, and a block-house. The party which escaped 
amounted to about 70 men of the 40th regiment of American 
infantry, and 30 of the embodied militia; the retreat was so 
rapid that I was not enabled to take any prisoners. l uncle
stand there '~ere a ft. '.V wounded, but they secreted themselves 
in the ,,·ood . 

Having secured the fort, we lost no time in advancing upon 
Machias, which was taken without auy resistance; and abo two 
fidd.picces. 

The boats of the squadron, under the command of lieutenant 
Bouchicr, of the royal naYy, and the royal marines, under 

1 I 2 
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lieutenant Welchman, were detached to the eastern side of tfl& 
river, and were of essential service in taking two field-pieces in 
that quarter. 

Notwithstanding that the militia were not assembled to any 
extent in the vicinity of the town, I was making the necessary 
arran11:ements to advance into the interior of the country, when 
l received a letter from brigadier-general Brewer, commanding 
the district, wherein he engages that the militia forCP.s within 
the county of \Vashington shall not bear arms, or in any way 
serve against his Britannic majesty during the present war. A 
similar offer having been made by the civil officers and princi
pal citizens of the county, a cessation of arms was agreed upon, 
and the county of Washington has passed under the dominion 
of his Britannic majesty. 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon the importance of this 
accession of territory which has been wrested from the enemy; 
it emb.races about 100 miles of sea-coast, and includes that 
intermediate tract of country which separates the province or 
New Brunswick from Lower Canada. 

We have taken ~6 pieces of ordnance, (serviceable and un
serviceable,) with a proportion of arms and ammunition, returns 
of which are enclosed; and I have the pleasing satisfaction to 
add, that this service has been effected without the loss of a 
man on our part. 

I cannot refrain from expressing, in the strongest manner, 
the admirable steadiness and good conduct of the ~9th regiment, 
under major Hodge. The advance, under major Tod, are aJso 
entitled to my warmest thanks. 

A detachment of 30 seamen from his majesty's ship Bacchante, 
under Mr. Bruce, master's mate, were attached to the royal 
artillery, under the command of lieutenant Daoiel, of that 
corps, for thE' purpose of dragging the howitzer, as no other 
means could be procured to bring it forward; and to their 
unwearied exertions, and the judicious arrangement of lieute
nant Daniel, I am indebted for having a 5-f inch howitzer 
conveyed through a country the most difficult of access I eTer 
wifnessed. 

To captain Parker, of his majesty's ship Tenedos, who 
commanded the squadron, I feel every obligation; and I can 
assure you the most cordial understanding has subsisted betwe~D 
the two branche!i of the service. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

A. PILKINGTON, 

lieut.-col. dcp. adj.-gen. 

To li,mt •• gen. Sir J. C. Shcrbrooke, K. B. &c. 
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lteturn of orcinance, arms, ammunition, &c. taken at 1\Iachins by the 
troop!> under the command of lieutenant-colouel Pilkington, 11th 
September, 1814. 

Ordnance-Fort O'Brien;-'2 18-pounders, mounted on garri~on car
riages, complete; 1 18-pounder carronade, mounted on garrison car
riage, complete; 1 serviceable di,mounted 24-pouuder; 1 di smour.teri 
sen·iceable I 8-pouucler carron a de. 

Poi11t Battery ;-2 '24-pounders, mounted ou garrison carriage5, 
complete. 

East Machia.~ ;-2 bras5 4-pounders, mouuted, and harness, complete. 
J\fachias ;-2 iron 4- pounders, on tra,•elline, carriages, colllplete; ~ 

!24-pounders, 10 18-pounders, rendered partly unserviceable by the 
enemy, and completely destroyed by u~. 

Total-26 . 
Arms ;-16-1 muskets, gg bayonets, 100 pouch~:s, 41 belt, 'l drum!!. 
Ammuniti011 ;-20 barrels of sen-iceable gunpowder. 
75 paper cartridges filled for 18 and 24-pounders. 
~~38 musket-ball cartriciges. 
3 barrels of grape and ca£e-shnt. 
553 rouud shot fur 18 and 24-pounders. 
6 kegs of gunpowder, 25lbs each. 
28 paper cartridges filled for 4-pounders. 

J. DANIEL, lieut. royal artil. 

"''""''''"'",..,. 

No. 58. 

From ·rear-admiral Griffith to vice-admiral Cochrane. 

IJ.:\I.S. Endy~iolJ , off Castine, entrance of the 
SIR, Penobscot river, September 9, HH4. 

My letter of the 23d of Au~ust from Halifax, by the Rover, 
will have made you acquainted with my intention of accom
panying the expedition, then about to proceed under the 
command of his excellency sir John Coape Sherbrooke, K.B. 
for this place. 

I have now the honor to inform you, that I put to sea on 
the 26th ultimo, with the ships and sloop named in the margin:* 
and ten sail of transports, having the troops on board, and ar
rived off theMetinicus lslands on the morning of the 31st, where 
I was joined by the Bulwark, Tenedos, Riflema n, Peruvian, 
and Pictou. From captain Pearce, of the Rifleman, l learned 
that the United States' frigate Adarns had, a few days bdore, 
got into Penobscot; but not considering hers ~ · lf in safety tllere, 
had gone on to IIamden, a place 27 miles high er up th e river, 
where her guns ha1l been landed, and the position was furti !·y. 
ing for her protection. 

Towards everiing, the wind being fair and the w calhcA" 

,. Dragon~ Eodymion, Dacchante, and S.) lph. 
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favorable, the fleet made sail up the Penobscot Bay, captain 
Parker in the Tenedos leading. We passed between the Meti. 
nicus and Green islands about micfnight; and steering through 
the channel formed hy the Fox's islands and Owl's head, ran 
up to the eastward of Long island, and found ourselves at day
light in the morning in sight of the fort and town of Castine. 
As we approached, some shew of resistaHce was made, and a 
few shots were fired; but the fort was soon after abandoned and 
blelwn up. At about 8 A. M. the men of war and transports were 
anchored a little to the northward of the peninsula of Castine, 
and the smaller vessels taking a station nearer in for covering 
the landing, the troops were put on shore, and took possession 
of the town and works without opposition. 

The general wishing to occupy a post at Belfast, on the 
western side of the bay, (through which the high road from Bestoo 
runs,) for the purpose of cutting off all communication with 
that side of the country, the Bacchante and Rifleman were de
tached with the troops destined for this service, and quiet 
possession was taken, and held, of that town, as long as was 
thought nccessar)'. · 

Arrangements were immediately made for attacking the fri
gate at Hamden, and the general having proffered every military 
assistance, 600 pickerl men, under the command of _lieutenant. 
colonel John, of the 60th regiment, were embarked the same 
afternoon, on board his majesty's sloops Peruvian and Sylph, 
and a small transport. To this force were added the mari :1es of 
the Dragon, and as many armed boats from the squadron as was 
thought necessary for disembarking the troops and covering their 
landing, and the whole placed under the command of captain 
Barrie, of the Dragon ; and the lieutenant-colonel madu sail U,l) 

the river at 6 o'clock that evening. 
I have the honour to enclose captain Barrie's account of his 

proceedings; and, taking into consideration the enemy's force, 
and the formidable strength of his position, too much praise 
cannot be given him, and the officers and men under his com
mand, for the judgment, decision, and gallantry, with which 
this little enterprise has been achieved. 

So soon as accoun ts were received from captain Barrie, that 
the Adan.1s was destroyed, and the force assembled for her pro
tection dispersed, th e troop~ stationed at Belfast were embarked, 
and arrangements made for sending them to take possession of 
Machias, the only place or:cupicd by the enemy's troops, 
between this and Passamaquaddy bay. I directed captain Par
ker, of H.M.S. Tenedos, to receive on board lieutl'nant.colonel 
Pilkingtou, deputy-adjutant-general, who is appointed to com
mand, and a small detachment of artillery and riflemen, and to 
take under his command the Bacchante, Rifleman, and Pictou 
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schooner, and proceed to the attack of that place. He sailed 
on the 6th instant, and most likely, by this time, th e troops are 
in possession of it. After destroying the defences, they are 
directed to return here. 

The inhabitants of several townships east of this, have sent de· 
putations here to tender their submission to the Briti~h autho. 
rity : and such of them as could give reasonable security, that 
their arms would be used only for the protection of their per
sons and property, have been allowed to retain them. This 
indulgence was absolutely necessary, in order to secure the 
quiet and unoffending against violence and outrage from their 
less peaceable neighbours, and fer the maintenance of the peace 
and tranquillity of the country. All property on shore, bomi 
fide belonging to the inhabitants of the country in our posses. 
sion, has been respected. All public property, and all property 
a-float, have been confiscated. 

Sir John Sherbrooke, couceiving it to be of importance that 
the government should be informed, without delay, of our sue. 
cesses here, has requested that a vessel of war may take his 
despatches to England. 

I have in compliance with his wishes, appropriated the 1\Iartin 
for that service, and captain Senhouse will rake a c~py of this 
letter to the secretary of the admiralty. 

I have honor to be, &c. 
EDW ARD GRIFFITH. 

To vice-admiral the hon. 
sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B., &c. 

No. 59. 

From captain Barrie to rear-admiral Griffit~~. 

H.M. sloop Sylph, off Bangor, in the Penobscot, 
Sm, September 3, 1814. 

Having received on board the ships named, in the margin, * . 
~ detachment of 20 men of the royal artillery, with one 5f-inch 
howitzer, commanded by lieutenant Garsten ; a party of 80 
marines commanded by captain Carter, of the dragon; the 
flank companies of the 29th, 62d, and 98th regiments ~ under 
the command of captains Gell and Caker; majors Riddall, 
Keith, and Croasdaile; and captain Macpherson ; al so, a ri fl e 
company of the 7th battalion of the 60th regiment, commanded 
by captain Ward ; and the whole under the orders of liestenant-

* H. M. S. PeruTian and Sylph, Dragon tender, ana the Harmony 
transport, 
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colonel John of the 60th regiment; I proceeded, agreeably to 
your order, ~ith the utmost despath, up the Peno~scot. Light 
variable winds, a most intricate channel, of wh1ch we were 
perfe~.;tly ignorant, and thick foggy weather, pr~vcnted my ar
riving off Frankfort before 2 P.M. of the 2d mstant. Here 
colonel John and myself thought it advisable to send a message 
to the inhabitants; and, having n ·ccived their answer, we 
pushed on towards Hamden, where "e received inte11igence that 
the enemy had strongly fortified himself. On our way up, se
veral troops were observed on the cast side of the river, making 
for Brewer: these "ere driven into the woods, without any loss 
on our side, by a party undl'r the ord{·rs of major Croasdaile, 
and the guns from the boats. The enemy had one killed, and 
several wounded. 

At 5 P .M. of the o;td instant, we arrived off Ball's-head cove, 
distant three miles from Hamden. Colonel John and myself 
landed on the soulh siue of the cove to n ·connoitre the ground, 
and obtain intelligence. Having gained the hills, we discovered 
the enemy's piquets advantageou~ly posted near the highway 
leading to Hamden, on the north side of the cove. 

We immediately determined to land 1 bO men, under major 
Riddall, to drive in the piquets, and take up their ground. 
This object was obtained by 7 o'clock; and, notwithstanding 
every difficulty, the whole of the troops were landed on the 
north side of the covo by 10 o'clock ; but it was found impossi· 
ble to land the artillery at the same place. The troops bivou
acked on the ground taken possession of by major Riddall. It 
rained incessantly during the night. At day-break this morn
ing, the fog cleared away for about a quarter of an hour, which 
enabled me to reconnoitre the enemy by water ; and l found a 
lauding-place for the artillery about two-thirds of a mile from 
Ball'.;-head. 0 tf this place the troops ·ha! ted, till the artillery 
were mounted; and, by 6, the "hole advanced towards Hamden. 

The boat;, under th e immediate command of lieutenant Ped
Jer, tlte first of the Drag on, agreeably to a previous arrange
ment with colonel John, advanced in line with the right flank 
of the army. The Peruvian, Sylph, Dragon's tender, and 
Harmony transport, wen· k ept a little in the rear in reserve. 

Our information stated the enemy's force at 1400 men, and 
he had chosen a most excellent po~iLion on a high hill. About 
a quarter of a mile to the southward of the Adams' frigate 
he had mounted eight 18-pounders. This fort ~as calculated 
to command both the highway , by "'hich our troops had to ad
vance, and the liver. On a wharf close to the Adams he had 
mou~ted fift~en 18-~ounders,. which completely com'mamkd 
th.e nvcr, which, at tlm pla~e, ~s n.ot above three cables' lt:ngth& 
lnde, and the land on each s1dc 1s high and well wooded. 
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A rocket-boat, under my immediate direction, but ma
namvred by Mr. Ginton, gunner, and Mr. Small, mid hipman, 
of the Dragon, was advanced about a quarter of a mile a-head 
of the line of boats. 

So soon as the boats got within gun-shot, the enemy opener\ 
his fire upon them from the hill and wharf, which was warmly 
returned. Our rockets were generally well-directed, and evi
dently threw the enemy into confusion. Meantime, our troops 
stormed the hill with the utmost gallantry. Before the boats g<ft 
within good grape-shot distance of the wharf-battery, the enemy 
set fire to the Adams, and he run from his guns the moment our 
troops carried the hill. 

I joined the army about ten minutes after this event. Colonel 
John and myself immediatsly determined to leave a sufficient force 
in posse ~ion of the hill, and to pursue the enemy, who was then 
in sight on the Baugor road, flying at full speed. The boats anll 
ships pushed up tht> ri~cr, preserving their original posi£ion with 
the army. The enemy was too nimble for us, and most of them 
escaped into the wood, on our left. 

Oo approaching liangor, the inhabitants, who had opposed 
us at Ha.mden, threw off their military character; and, as magi
strate:>, select men , &c . made an unconditional surrender of 
the town. Here, th e pursuit stopped. About two hours after
wards, brigadier-general Blake came into the town to deliver 
himself a a prisoner; the g·'neral, and other prisoners, amount
ing to 191, were admitted to their parole. 

Enclosed, I have the honor to forward you lists of the vessels 
we have captured or destroyed, and other necessary reports. I 
am ha ppy to in form -you, our lo~r. con~ists only of one seaman, 
belonging to the Dragon, killed; captain Gell, of the 29th, 
ana seven privates, wounded; one rank and file, missing. 

1 cannot close my report. without expressing my highest ad. 
mira <ion of the very gallant conduct of colonel John, ami 
the offic,· r~ and soldiers under his command; for, exclusive of 
the batte ry befo re-mentioned, they had clifficulties to contend 
wi th on th eir left, which did not f~ ll under my1 observation, as 
the enemy's field-pi eces in that direction were masked. The 
utmoot cordiality existed between the two services; and I 
shall ever feel obliged to colonel John for his ready c:o.opcra. 
tion in eYery thing that was proposed. The officer and men 
bore the privations, inseperable from our confined means of 
acco:nmodation, with a cheerfulness that entitles them to my 
warmest thanks. 

Though the enemy abandoned his batteries before the ship~ 
be brought to act a~ainst them, yet I am not less obliged to 
captains Kippen and Dickens, of the Peruvian aod Sy~ ; 
ac ting-lieutenant Pearson, who commanded the Dragon's ' eu-
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der • lieutenant Woodin, of the Dragon ; and Mr. Barnett, 
master of the Harmony; their zeal and indefatigable exertions 
in bringing up their vessels, through the most intricate naviga. 
tion, were eminently conspicuous. Colonel John spez.ks highly 
in praise of captain Carter, and the detachment 1Jf royal ma
rines under his orders; and also of the seamen attached to the 
artillery, under the command of lieutenants Simmonds, Mot. 
ley, L. State, and Mr. Spurling, master of the Bulwark. 

I have, on other occasions uf service, found it a pleasing 
part of my duty to commend the services of lieutenant Pedler, 
first of the Dragon ; in this instance, he commanded the boat
part of the expedition most fully to my satisfaction ; he was 
ably seconded by lieutenants Perceval, of the Tenedos, and Or. 
mood, of the Endymion ; and Mr. Ansel, master's mate of the 
Dragon; this last gentleman has passed his examination nearly 
five years, and is an active officer, well worthy of your patron. 
age; but, in particularising him, I do not mean to detract from 
the other petty-officers and seaman employed in the boats; for 
they all most zealously performed their duty, and are eqQally 
entitled to my warmest acknowledgments , I am also most 
particularly indebted to the active and zealous exertion of lieute
nant Carnegie, who was a volunteer on this occasion. 

I can form no estimate of the enemy's absolute loss. From 
different stragglers I learn, that, exclusive of killed and mis
sing, up,vards of 30 lay wounded in the woods. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ROBERT BARRIE, capt of H.M.S. Dragon. 

,,.,,,.,,,.,,,,.~.,, 

No. 60. 

CAPITULATION. 

To captain Hyde Parker, commanding the naval force, and 
lieutenant-colonel Andrew Pilkington, commanding the land 
force of his Britannic majesty, now at lllachias. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The forces under your command having captured the forts in 
the neighbourhood of Machias, and taken possession of the 
territory adjacent within the county of Washington and the 
:;ituation of the county being such between the Penobscot river 
and the Passamaquaddy bay, as to preclude the hope that an 
ad~quate f~rce can be furnished by the United States for its 
pro~ction, we propose a capitulation, and offer for ourselves, 
and m behalf of the officers aud soldiers of the briga!:le within 
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the county of Washington, to gi,·e our parole of honor, that 
we "\Vill not, directly, or indirectly, bear arms, or in any way 
serve, against his Britannic majesty, king Georg · the Third, 
king of the united kingdom or Great Britain and Ireland, his 
susse so rs and allies, during the present war between Great 
Britain and the Uniteu States, upon co11ditlon we have your 
assurance, that, while W t' remain in this situation, and con
sider ourselves under the British government until further orders, 
we shall h:1ve the safe and full enjoyment of our private pro
perty, and be protected in the exercise of our usual o ccu
pations. 

JOHN BRE VER, brigadi~r-gclleral 2d 
brigade, lOth division, for the fficer~ 
and soldiers of the 3d regiment in the 
said brig 1de. 

JA:\lES CAM PBELL, lieutenant-colonel, 
commanding 1st regiment, 2d brigade, 
lOth division, for himse!f, officers, and 
soldiers, in the said regiment. 

These terms have been granted and approved of by us, 

HYDE P .\RKER, capt. H.M.S . Tenedos. 
A. PILKL 1Gl'ON, lieutenant.-colonel, 

commanding. 
1\lachias, Sept. 13, 1814. 

No. 61. 

List of vessels captured and de•troyed in the Penobscot, and 
of those left on the stocks, as near as I am able to wcertain. 

Captured and brought ((toay ;-2 ships, 1 brig, 6 ti chooners, 3 ~loops. 
D estroyed at Hamden ;-The A dams frigate, of 26 gu ns, 18-pound~rs , 

and two ships, one of them armerl; turnt by the enemy. 
Destroyed at Bangor;-1 ship, 1 brig, 3 schooners, and 1 sloop; 

Lurnt by us. 
Lost sinre in our possession ;-A copper- bottomed brig, pierced for 18 

guns, and the Dec::ttur privateer, pierced for 16 guns. , 
Note.-The powder aud wine captured at flamden were put on board 

those ~essels. 
Lift on the stocks at Bangor ;-2 ship~, ~ brigs, and 2 schooners. 

At Breu;er ;-1 ship, 1 brig, and I schooner. 
At Arrimdon ;-1 ship, one sclwor.er, on the stocks. 

Left at Hamden;-1 ship, 1 Herrna!Jhrodite brig, and 2 schooners; 
a!so, 1 brig and 1 ~chooner on the stocks. 

Lift at Fremfurd on the ~tacks ;-1 ~chooner and some small craft. 
To rear-admiral Griffith, R. BARRIE. 
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Return of ordnance taken from the enemy on the Sd of Sept. 18l.t

Taken at Hamden;-23 iron 18-pounders, 2 iron 12-pounders; 41 
IS-pounders destroyed, 14 brought away. 

Taken at Bnngor, and brought CtTJ"ny ;-2 3-pounder brass guns, l 
iron 3-pounder. / 

Total brought away-17. 
Embarked;-1 ammunition cart, 500 18-pound shot, about 40 barrels 

of powder, aud a quantity of wads, &c. &c. 

ROBERT GASTEN, Iieut. royal artillery. 
Robert Barrie. 

Rc:turu of small arms not collect€ cl, suppm;ed about 100. 

EDW ARD GRIFFITII • 

.,,,,,,..,,,,,,,,.,. 

No. 62. 

From rear.admi~al Cockburn to vice-admiral Cochrane. 

H. M. sloop Manly, off Nottingham, 
Sm, Patuxent, Aug. 27, 1814. 

I have the honor to inform you, that, agreeably to the inten
tions I notified to you in my letter of the 22d instant, • I pro
ceeded by land, on the morning of the 23d, to Upper 1\larl
borough, to meet and confer with major-general H.oss, as to 
our further operations against the enemy; and as we were not 
long in agreeing on the propriety of making an immediate 
attempt on the city of Washington. 

In conformity, therefore, with the wishes of the general, I 
instantly sent orders for our marine and naval forces, at Pig. 
point, to be forthwith moved over to l\lount Calvert, and for 
the marine-artillery, and a proportion of the seamen, to be 
there landed, and with the utmost possible e1pedition to join 
the army, which I also most readily agreed to accompany. 

The ma;or-gcneral then made his dispositions, and arranged 
that capt<&in H.o byns, with the marines of the ships, should 
retain possession of upper 1\larlborough, a nu that the marine
' artillery and seamen should follow the army to the ground it 
was to occupy for the night. The army then moved on, and 
bivouacked before dark about five miles nearer 'Vashington. 

In the night, captain Palmer of the llebrus, and captain 
Money of the Traave, joined us with the seamen and with the 
marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison. Captain \Vaiu
wright of the Tonnant, had accompanied me the day before 
as had also lieutenant James Scott, acting first lieuteuant of 
the Albion. 

• Jamcs's Nav. Occurr. A pp. No. 81, 
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At day.ligbt, on the morning of the '14th, the major-general 
again put the army in motion, directing his march upon 
Bladensburg; on reaching which place, with the advanced 
brigade, the enemy was observed drawn up in force on a rising 
ground beyond the town ; and by the fire he soon opened on us 
as we entered the place, ga ve us to understand he was well pro
tected by artillery. General Ros~, bo" ever, did not hesitate in 
immediately advancing to attack him ; althou gh our troops 
were almost exhausted wi th the fatigue of the march they had 
just made, and but a small proportion of our little army had 
yet got up. This dashing measure was, however, I am happy 
to add, crowned with the success it merited; for, in spite of 
the galling fire of the enemy , our troops aJ\·anced steadily on 
both his flanks, and in his fron t ; and, !l.s soon as they arrived 
on even ground with him, he fled in every direction, leaving 
behind him 10 pieces of cannon, and a considerable unmber of 
killed and wounded; amongst the latter commodore Barney, 
and several other officers. Some other prisoners were also 
taken, tho ngh not many, owing to the swiftness with which 
the enemy went off, and the fatigue our arruy had previously 
undergone. 

It would, sir, be deemed presumption in me to attempt to 
give you particular details respecting the nature of this battle ; 
I shall, therefore, only remark generally, that the enemy, 8000 
strong, on ground he bad chosen as best adapted for him to 
defend, where he had time to erect his batteries, anu concert 
all his measures, was dislodged, as soon as reached, and a vic
tory gained over him, by a division of the British army, not 
amounting to more than 1500 men, headed by our gallant 
general, whose brilliant achievements of this day it is beyond 
my power to do justice to, and indeed no possible comment 
could enhance. 

The seamen, with the guns, were, to their great mortifica
tion, with the rear-di vision, during this short, but decisive 
action. Those, however, attached to the rocket-brigade, were 
in the battle; and 1 remarked, with much pleasure, the pre
cision with which the rockets were thrown by them, under th11 
direction of fi•st-li eutenant Lawrence, of the marine-artill ery. 
Mr. Jeremiah 1\l'Daniel, master' s mate of the Tonnant, a very 
fine young man , ~ ho was attached to this party, bl! ing severely 
wounded, l beg permission to recommend him to your favorabla 
consideration. The company of marines I have on so many 
occa!>ions had cause to men tion to you, commanded by first-lieu. 
tenant ~tephens, was also in the ac tion, a~ were the colonial 
marines, under the temporary commat1d of captain Reed, of 
the 6th W e.;t India regiment, (these comp clll~S being attached 
to the light brigade,) and they respectively behaved with their 
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accustomed zeal and bravery. None other of the naval depart
ment were fortunate enough to arrive n p in time to take their 
share in this battle, excepting captain Palmer, of the Hebrus, 
with his aide de camp, Mr. Arthur Wakefield, mid8hipman of 
that ship, and lieutenant J ames Scott, first of the Alhion, who 
acted as my aide de camp, aml remained with me during the 
whole time. 

The conte~t being completely ended, and the enemy having 
retired from the field, the general gave the army about two hours 
rest, when he again moved forward on \\>" ashington. It was, 
however, dark before we reached that city; and, on the gene
ral, myself, and some officers advancing a short way past the 
first houses of the town, without being accompanied by the 
troops, the enemy opel\ed upon us a heavy fire of musketry, 
from the capitol and two other houses; these were therefore 
almost immediately stormed by our people, tal{en possession of, 
and set on fire; after which the town submitted withoutfurther 
resistance. 

The enemy himself, on our entering the town, set fire to the 
navy-yard, "(filled with naval stores,) a frigate of the largest 
class almost ready for launching, and a sloop of war lying off 
it; as he did also the fort which protected the sea-approach to 
W asbington. 

On taking possession of the city, we also set fire to the 
preiident's palace, the treasury, and the war-office; and, in 
the morning, captain Wainwright went with a party to see 
that the destruction in the navy-yard was complete; when he 
destroyed whatever stores and buildings had escaped the flames 
of the preceding night. A large quantity of ammunition and 
ordnance stores were likewise destroyed by us in the arsenal; 
as were about 200 pieces of artillery of different calibres, as 
well as a vast quantity of small-arms. Two rope-walks of a 
very extensive nature, full of tar-rope, &c. situated at a consi
derable distance from the yard, were likewise set fire to and 
consumed. In short, sir, 1 do not believe a vestige of public 
property, or a store of any kind, which could be con"terted 
to the use of the government, escaped destruction : the hridges 
across the Eastern Branch and the Potomac were likewise
destroyed. 

This general devastation being, completed during the day of 
the 25th, we marched again, at nine that night, ou our return, 
by Bladensburg, to Upper Marlborough. 

We arrived yestt:rday evening at the latter, without moles
tation of any sort, indeed without a single musket having been 
fired; and this mom1ng we moved on to this place, where I 
have found his majesty's sloop Manly, tbe tenders, and the 
boats, aud I have hoi~ted my flag, zJro tempore, in tl\e former. 
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The troops w!ll probably march to-morrow, or the next day 
at farthest, to Benedict for re-embarkation, and this flotilla 
will of course join you at the same time. 

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of the arlluous and 
highly important operations of this last week, I have a most 
pleasing duty to perform, in assuring you of the good conduct 
of the officers and men who have been serving under me. I 
have been particularly indebted, whilst on this service, to cap
tain 'Vainwright of the Tonnant, for the assistance he has 
invariably afforded me; and to captains Pal mer and Money, 
for their exertions during the march to and from Washington. 
To cap1ain ~ T ourse, who has commanded the flotilla during my 
absence, my acknowledgments are also most jmtly due, as well 
as to captains Sullivan, Badcock, Somerville, Ramsay, and 
Bruce, who have acted in it under him. 

Lieutenant James Scott, now first of the Albion, has, on 
this occasion, rendered me essential services; and as I have had 
reason so often of late to mention to you the gallant and mcri. 
toriou conduct of this officer, I trust you will permit me to 
seize this opportunity of recommending him particularly tct 
your favprable notice and consideration. 

Captain Robins, (the s::!nior officer of marines with the fleet,) 
who has had, during these operations, the marines of the ships 
united under his orders, has executed ably and zealously the 
several services with which he has been entrusted, and is entitled 
to my best acknowledgments accordingly; as is also captain 
Harrison of the marine-artillery, who, with the officers and 
meu attached to him, accompanied the army to and from 
Washington. 

Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomene, volunteered hia 
professional services on this occasion, and rendered much 
assistance to the wounded on the field of battle, as well as to 
many of the men taken ill on the line of march. 

One coloni~l marine killed, 1 master's mate, 2 serjeants, and 
3 colonial marines wounded, are the casualties sustained by the 
naval departm£'nt; a general list of the killed and wounded of 
the whole army will, of course, accompany the report of the 
major-general. I have the honor to be, &c. 

Vice-admiral the hon. 
G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 

Sir A Cochrane, K. H. &c. 

P.S. Two long 6-pounder guns, intended for a battery at 
Nottingham, \\ ere taken off, and put on board the Brune, anti 
one taken at Upper Marlborough was destroyrd. 
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No. 63 

From major-general RoiS to earl Bathurd. 

Tonnant, in the Patuxent, 
MY Lord, Aug. 30, 1R14. 

I have the honor to communicate to your lordship, that on 
the 24th instant, after defeating the army of the United States 
on that day, the troops under my command entered and took 
possession of the city of Washington. 

It was determined between sir Alexander Cochrane and 
myself, to disembark the army at the village of Bcnedict, on the 
right bank of the Patuxent, with the intention of co-operating 
with rear-admiral Cock burn, in an attack upon a flotilla of the 
enemy's gun-boats, under the command of commodore Barncy. 
On the 20th instant, the army commenced its march, having 
landed the previous day \\ithout opposition: on the 21st it 

-reached Nottingham, and on the 22d moved on to Upper 
Marlborough, a few miles distant from Pig point, on the 
Patuxent, where admiral Cockburn fe11 in with, and defeated 
the flotilla, taking and dcstro) ing the whole. Hning advanced 
within 16 miles of Wa~hington, and ascertained the force of the 
enemy to be such as might authorize an attempt at carrying his 
capital, I determined to make it, and accordingly put the 
troops in movement on the evening of the 23d. A corps of 
about 1200 mt'n appeared to oppose us, b!lt retired after firing 
a few shots. On the 24th, the troo ps resumed their march, and 
reached Bladenshurg, a village situate on the left bank (Jf the 
eastern branch of the Potomac, about five miles from \Vash
ington. 

On the opposite side of that river, the enemy was discovered 
strongly posted on very commanding heigh ts, formed in two 
lines, his advance occupying a fortified house, "hich, with 
&.rtillery, covered the brid~e over the eastern branch, which the 
British had to pass. A broad and straight road leading from 
the bridge to 'Vashington, ran through the enemy's position, 
which was carefully defended by artillery and rifl emen. 

The disposition for the at tack bring made, it was commenc d 
with so much impetuosity by the liuht brie:ade, consistinu of the. 
85th light infantry, and the ligh~ infa~try compani\'~ of the 
army under the command of col onel Thornton, that the fortified 
house was shortly carried, the enemy retiring to the higher 
grounds. 

In support of the U~ ht brigade, I ordered up a brigade under 
the command of colonel Brooke, who, with the 4-tth regiment, 
attac!H::d the enemy's lef t, the -tth regiment pre~sinu his riJ,?:ht 
with ~ uch etli:cl, as to cause him to abanJon his ~uns. His 
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first line giving way, was driven on the second, which, yield
ing to the irresistible attack of the bayonet, and the well-di
directcd discha rgc of rockets, got in to con fusion and fled, 
leaving the Briti h masters of the field. The rapid flight of the 
enemy, and hi' knowledge of the country, precluded the pos
sibility of many pri~oners being taken, more particularly as the 
troops had, during the day, undergone considerablt: fatigue. 

The encm} 's army, amounting to 8 or 9000 men, with 3 or 
400 ca\alry, was under the command of general \Vinder, being 
formed of troops drawn from Baltimore and Pennsylvania. 
His artillery, 10 pieces of which fell into our hands, was com
manded by commodore Barney, who was wounded and taken 
prisoner. The artillery l directed to be destroyed. 

Ha'fing halted the army for a short time, I determined to 
march upon \Vasbington, and reached that city at eight o'clock 
that night. Judging it of consequence to complete the destruc
tion of the public buildings with the least possible delay, so that 
the army might retire without loss of time, the following build. 
ings ,\-ere set fire to and consumed,-the capitol, including the 
Senate-house and House of Representation, the Arsenal, the 
Dock-yard, Treasury, \Var-office, President's Palace, Rope
walk, and the great bridge across the Potomac: in the dock
yard a frigate nearly ready to be launched, and a sloop of war, 
were consumed. The two bridges leading to \Vashington over 
the eastern branch had been destroyed by the enemy, who 
apprehended an attack from that quarter. The object of the 
expedition being accomplished, I determined, before any greater 
force of the enemy could be as~embled, tu withdraw the troops, 
and accordingly commenced retiring on the night of the 25th. 
On the evening of the 29th we reached Benedict, and re-em
barked the following day. In the performance of the opera
tion I have detailed, it is with the utmost satisfaction l observe 
to your lordship, that cheerfulness in undergoing fatigue, and 
anxiety for the accomplishment of the object, were conspicuous 
in all rank!i. 

To sir A. Cochrane my thanks are due, for his ready com
pliance with every wish connected with the welfare of the troops 
and the success of the expedition. To rear-admir'll Cock burn, 
who suggested the attack upon Washington, and who accompa
nied the army, I c~nfess the greatest obligation for his cordial 
co-Gperation and advice. 

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is entitled to every 
praiSf for the noble example he set, "hich was so well followed 
by lientenant-colonel \Vood and the 85th light infantry, and by 
major J ones, of the 4th foot, with the light companies attached 
to the light brigade. I hai'C to express my approbation of the 
spirited conduct of colonel Brookc, and of his brigade: the 

YOL. 11. 1\: K 
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4Hh re,iment, which he led, distinguished itself under the com. 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Mullens; the gallantry of the 4tb 
foot, under the command of major Faunce, being equally 
conspicuous. 

The exertions of captain MitchelJ, of the royal artillery, it\ 
bringing the guns into action, were unremitting; to him, and 
to the detachment under his command, including captain Dea. 
con's rocket brigade, and the marine rocket corps, I feel every 
obligation. Captain Lempriere, of the royal artillery, mounted 
a small detachment of the artillery drivers, which proved of 
great utility. The assistance afforded by captain Blanchard, of 
the royal engineers, in the duties of his department, was of great 
advantage. To the zealous exertions of captains Wainwright, 
Palmer, and Money, of the royal navy, and to those of the 
officers and seamen who landed with them, the service is highly 
indebted: the latter, captain Money, had charge of the sea
men attached to the marine artillery. To captain M'Dougall, 
of the 85th foot, who acted as my aide de camp, in consequence 
of the indisposition of my aide de camp captain Falls, and to 
the officers of my staff, I feel much indebted. 

I must beg leave to call yonr lordship's attention to the zeal 
and indefatigable exertions of lieutenant Evans, acting deputy 
quarter-master-general. The intelligence displayed by that 
officer, in circumstances of considerable difficulty, induces me 
to hope he will meet with some distinguished mark of approba
tion. I have reason to be satisfied with the arrangements of 
,assistant-commissary -general Lawrence. 

An attack upon an enemy so strongly posted, could not be 
effected without loss. I have to lament that the wounds received 
by colonel Thornton, and the other officers and soldiers left at 
Bladensburg, were such as prevented their removal. As many
of the wounded as could be brought off were removed, the 
others being left with medical care and attendants. The 
arrangements made by staff surgeon Baxter for their accommo
dation, have been as satisfactory as circumstances would admit 
of. The agent for British prisoners of war very fortunately 
residing at Bladensburg, I have recommended the wounded 
officers and men to his particular attention, and trust to his 
being able to effect their exchange when sufficiently recovered. 

Captain Smith, assistant adjutant-general to the troops, who 
will have the honor to deliver this despatch, I beg lea\'e to 
recommend to your lordship's protection, as ·:m officer of much 
merit and great promise, and capable of affordina any further 
information that may be requisite. Sanguine in h

0

oping for the 
approbation of his royal highness the prince regent, and of his 
lllajesty's government, as to the conduct of the troops under my 
command, 1 have, &c. R. ROSS, maj.-geu. 

I beg leave to enclose herewith a return of the killed, wounded, 
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and missing in the action of the 2-1th instant, together with a 
statement of the ordnance ammunition, and ordnance stores 
taken from the enemy bctneen the 19th and :!5th of August, 
and likewise sketches of the scene of action and of the line of 
march. 

.,,.,,,.,..,,,.,.,.,,.,,. 

.~. ' o. 64. 

Return of killed, :;;ounded. and mis1ing, of the troops unded!te 
command of majJt·.general Ross, iu actiott with the e1zemy 
on the 2-tth Aug. 181-!, on the heights obvve Blademburg. 

\\"2.shiogton, Aug. 25, 1814. 
Ge'leral sta.ff;-4 horse , kilh;d. 
Ro~tal arltlltn; ;-4 hnrse~, killed; 6 rank and file, S horsf's, wounded. 
R ·1/·tl m rines art illtrv ;-1 ran b. and file, killed; 1 ~erjeant, wounded. 
R;!J'll appns and miJ~ers;-1 serjeant, 1 rank and fife, killed. 
4th regi,nent ;-1 ltcu•enant, 2 oe1jeants, 21 rank an <J file, I hnrse, 

killed; S lieutenants, Q ensign~, 6 ,e,:jeants, 50 rank and file, wounded. 
21st regiment ;-2 rank aud tile, killed; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 11 

rnuk an<i ·'"i:e, wounded. 
44th regiment ;- 1 serjeant, 13 mnk and file, killed; 35 rank 11nd 

tile, wounded. 
2d bwtalifn ro!Jal marines;- 5 rank and file, killed. 
85th ight i"!fttnlr!J ; - 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, I serjeant, 12 rank and 

file, 1 horse, L illed; ~ lieutenant-colonels, 1 major, 8 lieutenants, 2 
~erjeanrs, 51 rank and file, wounded. 

Colonial compan!J ; - 1 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, wounded. 
6th Tl'est India regiment ;- I serjeant, wounded. 
Total- 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 5 serjeant~, 56 rank and file, 10 

horses, killed; 2 lieutenant-colonels, l 111ajor, I captain, 14 lieutenants, 
2 en!>igns, 10 serjeant~, 155 rank and file, 8 horses, '~ ounded. 

Names of otficers killed and wounded. 
Killed- -85th light infanl1y ;- Captain D. S. Hamilton, lieutenant 

G. P. R. Codd. 
4th, or kinrt's o7i·n ;- Lieutenant Thomas \V oodward. 1 
WuuncUd- 85th light infanlr!J ;-Colonel Widiam Thorn ton, se

verely; left at Bladensburg;) lieutenant-colonel William Thornton, se
,·erely; (left at Biadensburl! ;) lieutenant-colonel William Wood, se
verely; (left at Bladensburg;) major George Brown, severely (left at 
Bladensbure). 

2lstfusileers ;- Captain R. Ttennie, severely, not dangerously. 
4th regiment ;- Lieutenant E. P. Hopkins, severely; lieutenant I. K. 

Mackenzie, slightly; lieuter.llnt John Sta\·ely, ~e\·erely; (left at Bladens
burg ;) licutei .ant Peter B,llllby, lieutenant Frederick Field, sl1ghtly. 

2htfu~ileers ;- Lieuter•aut James Grace, slig~tly . 
85/h regi111ent ;- Licutcnaut William Villiers, lieutenant John Bur

re-Il, severely; lieutenant F. l\Ianscll, sli!!htly; lieutenant G. F. S. 
O'Connor, lieutenant Frederick Gascoy11e, se\'ercly; liPutenant William 
Ilickson, lieutenant G. R. G!eig, slightly; li c utell:~nt Croveby, sc\'e1ely. 

4th regiment ;-Ensi~n Jnmes Buchanuau, se\·crely; (left at Bla~ 
de1nuurg;) Ensign William Reddock. ~Hercly. 

H. G. SMITH, D. A. A. G. 
J(J.:2 

I 
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No. 65. 

Return of ord11ance, ammunition, and ordnance.gfores, taken 
from the enemy by the army under the command of major
general Robert Ross, between the 19th and 25th of .August, 
1814~ 

Augatst 19.-1 24-pound carronade • 
.August 22.-1 6-pound field-gun, with carriage complete; 156 stand 

of arms, with cartouches, &c. &c. 
Augu.~t 24, at Bladensburg.-'l IS-pounders, 5 12-pounders, 3 

6-pounders, with field-carriages; a quantity of ammunition for the 
al.JOve; 220 stand of arms • 

.August 25, at Wa.~hington.-Brass: 6 IS-pounders, ~ounted _on tra
versing platforms; 5 12-pounders, 4 4-pouncfers, I 5i mch howitzer, l 
5t inch mortar. Iron: 26 32-pounders, 36 24-pouncfers, 34 13-poun
ders, 27 12-pounders, 2 18-pounder.;;, mounted on traversing platforms; 
HI 12-pounders, on ship-carriages; 3 13-inch mortars, 2 8-inch how
itzers, 142-pound gun, 5 32-pound carronades, 5 18-pouud carrouades, 
13 12-puund guns, 2 9-pound guns, 2 6-pound guns. 

Total amount of cannon taken-206; 500 barrels of powder; 100000 
rounds of musket-ball cartridges; 40 barrels of fine-graiued powder; a 
large qusntity of ammunition of di~erent natures made up. 

The navy-yard and arsenal havm.g been set on fire by the enemy be
fore they retired, an immense quantity of stores of every description ~-as 
destroyed; of which no account could be taken. Seven or E'ight very 
heavy explosions during the night denoted that there had been large 
magazines of powder. 

F. G. J. 'VILLIAMS, -
lieutenant royal artillery, A. Q. M. 

J. l\liCHELL, 
t captain commanding artillery. 

N. B. The remains of near 2000 stand of arms were dis
covered, which had been destroyed by the enemy. 

No. 66. 

From brigadier-general JYinder to the secretar9 at u:ar. 

SIR, . Baltimore: Aug. 27, .1814. 
When the enemy amved at the mouth of the Potomac of 

all the militia which I had been authorized to assemble there 
were but about 17?0 in thefield, from 13to 1400 under ~eneral 
Sttansbury near th1s place, and 250 at Bladensburg, under Iieu
~cnant.colonel ~r~mer; t.he slow progress of draft, and the 
tmperfect orgaiUzat10n, w1th the ineffectiveness of the l~ws to 

, 
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Compel them to turn out, rendered it impossible to have pro
cured more. 

The militia of this state and of the contiguous parts of 
Virginia and PeunoylvaniJ. were called on en masse, but the 
former militia law of Pennsylvania had expired the 1st of June, 
or July, and the one adopted in its place is not to take effect 
in organizing the militia before October. No aid, therefore, 
has been received from that state. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in that 
short time, and making such dispositions as l deemed best cal
culated to pre,ent the most respectable force at whatever point 
th« enemy might strike, I was enabled (by the most active and 
hara sing movements of the troops) to interpose before the 
enemy at Bladensburg, about 5000 men, including 350 regu. 
Jars and commodore Barney's command. Much the largest 
portion of this force arrived on the ground when the en~my 
were in sight, and were disposed of to support, in the best manner, 
the position which general Sansbury had taken. They had 
barely reached the ground before the action commenced, which 
was nhuut one o'clock P . .M. of the 24th instant, and conti. 
nued about an hour. The contest was not as obstinately main. 
tained as could have been desired, but was, by parts of the 
troops, sustained with great spirit and with prodigious effect; 
and had the whole of our force been equally firm, I am induced 
to believe that the enemy would have been repulsed, notwith. 
standing all the disadvantages under w hi eh we fought. The artil. 
lcry from Baltimore, supported by major Pinkney's rifle bat. 
talion, and a part of captain Doughty's from the navy-yard, 
were in advance to command the pass of the bridge at Bladens
burg, and played upon the enemy, as I have since learned, with 
very destructive effect. But the rifle troops were obliged, after 
some time, to retire, and of course the artillery. Superior num
bers, however, rushed upon them, and made their retreat 
necessary, not, however, without great loss on the part of the 
enemy. l\Iajor Pinkney received a severe wound in his right 
arm after he had retired to the left flank of Stansbury's brigade. 
The right and centre of Stansbury's brigade, consisting of 
lieutenan.t-colonel Ragan's and Shuler's regiments, generally 
gave way very soon afterwards, with the exception of about 40 
rallied by colonel Ragan, after having lost his horse, and the 
whole or a part of captain Shower's company, both of whom 
general Stansbury represents to have made, even thus deserted, 
a gallant stand. The fall which lieutenant-colonel Ragan re
ceived from his horse, together with his great efforts to maintain 
his position, rendered him unable to follow the retreat; we have 
therefore to lament that this gallant and excellent officer has been 
taken prisoner; he . has, however, been paroled, and I met 
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him here, recovering from the bruises occasioned by his fall. 
The loss of his services at this ~ent is serious. 

The 5th Baltimore regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Stenet, 
being the left of brigadier-general ~tansbury's brigade, still, how
ever, stood their ground, and except for a moment, when })art 
of them recoiled a few steps, remained tirm. and stood until 
ordered to retreat, with a view to preveut their being out .. 
flanked. · 

The reserve, under brigadier-general Smith, of the district of 
Columbia, with the militia of the city aud George town, with 
the n·gular~ and some detachmcnis of M •ryland militia, flanked 
on their rij;tht by commodore Barney and hj, brave fellows, and 
lieutenant-colonel Beal, still were to the right on the hill, and 
maintained the contest for some time with great efrect. 

It is not with me to repcrt the conduct of commodore Bar
ney and his command, nor can 1 speak from observation, being 
too remote; but the concurrent testimony of all who did 
observe them, does them the highest justice for their brave 
resistance, and the destructive effect they produced on the 
enemy. Commodore Barney, after having lost his horse, took 
post near one of his guns, and there unfortunately received a 
~;evere wound in the thigh, and he also fell into the hands of the 
enemy. Captain .Miller, of the marines, _ was wounded iu the 
arm fighting hravely. From the best intelligence, there remains 
but little doubt that the enemy lost at least 400 killed and 
wounded, and of these a' ery unusual portion killed. 

Our loss cannot, 1 think, be estimated at more than from 30 
to 40 ldlled, and 50 to 60 wounded. They took altogether 
about 120 prisoners. 

You will readily understand that it is impossible for me to 
speak minutely of the merit or demerit of particular troops so 
little l~nown to me from their recent and hasty a~sernblage. l\Iy 
su_bsequent movements for the purposes of preserving as mucb 
ol my force as possible, gainina reiuforcemeOls, and protectin' 
this place, you ah·eadr know. 

0 

I am, with very great respect, sir, your ohedient servant, 
,V. H. \Y1NDER, 

lion. J. Armstron, sec. of war. brig .• gen. lOth mil. dist. 

N. B. 'Ve have to lament that caprain Sterett of the 5th 
naJtimore rt·gimenf, has also been WOUIIded, but is 'doing weiJ. 
Other offic<'rs, no doubt, dcscne notice but I am as yet unable 
to particularize. ' 
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No. 67 . 

.American estimate of public property destroyed at Washington. 

The committee appointeil by the American congress to inquire 
into the circumstances attending the capture of Washington, 
and the destruction consequ<'ot on that event, after giving 1\ 

-statement of the operations in the navy-yard, report the fol .. 
Jawing estimate of the public property destroyed:-

The capitol, including all costs, 
President's house, 
Public offices, 

Dollars. 
787163 
234334 

93613 

1115110 
But the committee remark, as the walls of the capitol and 

president's house are good, they suppose that the sum of 
460000 dollars will he sufficient to place the buildings in tha 
1iituation they were in previous to their destruction. 

The losses sustained in the na\'y-yard arc thus estimated:-. 

In moveable property, 
In buildings and fixt ures 

Dollars. 
417745 

91 425 

509170 
The committee then proceed to the recapitulation of the 

losses in the navy-yard, with an estimate of the real losses. 
After deducting the value recovered from the original value of 
the articles, the total amount is 417745 dolla rs, 51 cents. 

The original value of the articles destroyed was 678219 
dollars, 71 cents, of which 260465 dollars and 20 cents value 
were recovered, in anchors, musket-barrels, locks, copper, 
timber, &c. 

.,,,,,,,,.~,,,,,, 

No. 68,. 

From vice-admiral Cochrane to llfr. Monroe. 

His majesty's ship th e Tonnant, in th~ 
SIR, Patuxent river, Aug. 18, 1814. 

Having been called on by the governor-general of the Cana
das to aid him in carrying io to effect measures of retaliation 
against the inhabitants of the United States, for the wanton 
destruc;tion committed by their army in Upper Canada, it has 
become imperiously my duty, conformably with the nature of 
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the governor.genera]'s application, to issue to the naval force 
under m,r: command, an order to destroy and lay waste such 
towns and districts upon the coast as may be found assailab]c. 

I had hoped that this contest would have terminated, without 
my being obliged to resort to severities which are contrary to 
the usages of civilized warfare; and as it has bcel') with extreme 
reluctance and cencern that I have found myself compelled to 
adopt this system of devastation, I shall be equally gratified if 
the conduct of the executive of the United States will• uthorize 
my staying such proceedings, by making reparation to the suffc~
ing inhabitants of V pper Canada; thereby manifesting that 1f 
the destructive measures pursued by their army were ever sanc
tioned, they will no longer be permitted by the government. 

I have the bonor to be, sir, with much consideration, your 
most obedient bumble scrvan t, 

ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 
vice.admiral and commander in chief of his Britannic 

majesty's ships and vessels upon the North 
American station. 

The hon James Monroe, secretary of 
state, ~c. Washington. 

~~.,.,,..,,,,,,.,. • J 

No. 69. 

From Mr. Monrpe to sir Alexander Cochrane. 

Sut, _ Department of state, Sept. 6, 1814. 
I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 18th of 

August, stating that having been called on by the governor
general of the Canadas, to aid him in carrying into effect mea
sures of retaliation against the inhabitants of the United States, 
for the wanton desolation committed by their army in rpper 
Canada, it has become your duty, conformably with the nature 
of the governor-general's application, to issue to the naval 

'force under your command, an order to destroy and I~ waste 
such towns and districts upon the coast as may be found 
assailable. 

It is seen with the greatest surprise, that this system of devas
tation which has been practised by the British forces, so mani
festly contrary to th~ usage of civilized warfare, is placed by 
you on the ground of retaliation. No sooner were the United 
States compelled to resort to war against Great Britain, than 
they resolved to wage it in a manner most consonant to the 
principles of humanity, and to those friendly relations which 
lt was desirable to preserve between the two nations, after the 
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restoration of peace. They perceived, however, with the 
deepest regret, that a spirit alike just and humane was neither 
cherished nor acted on by your government. Such an assertion 
would not be hazardcd, if it were not supported by facts, the 
proof of which has perhaps already carried the same convic
tion to other nations that it has to the pt•ople of these states. 

·without dwelling on the deplorable cruelties committed by 
the sa\·ages in the British ranks, and in British pay, on Ameri
can pris .. ers, at the river Rai in, which to this day have nev&r 
been disavowed, or atoned, I refer, as more immediately con
nected with the subject of your letter, to the wan ton desolation 
that was committed at Havre-de-Grace, and at George town, 
early in the spring of 1813. These villeges were burnt and 
ranged by the naval forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of 
their unarmed inhabitants, who saw with astoni.hment they 
derived no protection to their property from the Jaws of war. 
During the same season, scenes of invasion and pillage, carried 
on under the same authority, were witnessed all along the watcn. 
of the Chesapeake, to an extent inflicting the most serious 
private di,tress, and under circumstances that justified the sus-. 
picion, that revenge and cupidity, rather than the manly 
motives that should dictate the hostility of a high-minded foe, 
led to their perpetration. The late destruction of the houses 
of go•ernment in this city, is another act which comes neces. ' 
sarily into view. In the wars of modern Europe, no examples 
of the kind, even among nations the most hostile to each other, 
can be traced. In the course of 10 years past, the capitah of 
the principal powers of the Continent of Europe have bee n 
conquered, and occupied alternately by the victorious armit'3 
of each other, and no instance of such wanton and unjusti
fiable destruction has been seen. '\Ve must go back to distant 
·and barbarous ages to find a parallel for the acts of which I 
complain. Although these acts of desolation invited, if they 
did not impose on, the government the necessity of retaliation, 
yet in no instance has it been authorized. The burning of the 
village of Newark, iu Upper Canada, posterior to the early 
outrages above enumerated, was not executed on that principle; 
The village of Newark adjoined Fort-George, and its destruc
tion was justified by the officer who ordered it, on the ground 
that it became necessary in the military operations there. Thu 
act, however, was disavowed by the government. The burn
ing which took place at Long-point was unauthorized by the 
government, and the conduct of the officer subjected to the 
investigation of a military tribunal. For the burning of St. 
David's, committed by stragglers, the officer who commanded 
in that quarter was dismissed without a trial, for not preventing 
it. 
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I am commanded by the president distinctly to state, that it 
as little comports with any orders issued to the military and 
naval commanders of the United States, as it does with th• 
established and known humanity of the American nation, to 
pursue a system which it appears you have adopted. The 
government owes to itself, and to the principles which it has ever 
held sacred, to disavow, as justly chargeable to it, any such 
wanton, cruel, and unjustifiable warfare. 

Whatever unauthorized irregularity may haTe been committed 
by any of its troopi, it would have been ready, acting on these 
principles of sacred and eternal obligation, to disavow, and aiJ 
far as might be practicable, to repair. But in the plan of deso
lating warfare which your letter so explicitly makes known, 
and which is attempted to be excused on a plea so utterly 
groundless, the president perceives a spirit of deep-rooted 
hostility, which, without the evidence of such facts, he could 
not have believed existed, or would haTe been carried to such 
an extremity. 

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever nature they may 
be, not sanctioned by the law of nations, which the naval or 
military forces of either power may have committed against the 
other, this government will always be ready to enter into reci
procal arrangements. It is Jlresumed that your government 
will neither expect or propose any which are not reciprocal. 

Should your government adhere to a system of desolation so 
contrary to the views and practice of the United States, so 
revolting to humanity, and repugnant to the sentiments and 
tJsages of the civilized world, whilst ii will be seen with the 
deepest regret, it must and wilJ be met with a determination 
and constancy. becoming a free people, contending in a just 
cause for their essential rights, and their dearest interests. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

JAMES .MONROE. 
Vice-admiral iir Alexander Cochranc, com

mander in chief of his Britaunic majesty's 
1hips and vessels • 

.,,,,..,.,.,..,,,,,,,, 

No. 7:0. 

Mr. 1lladison's Proclamatiotz. 

"Whereas, the enemy, by sudden incursion have succeeded ill , 
invading the capital of the nation, defended at the moment by 
troovs lesi numerous than thei~ own, aud almost · ~ntirely 
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of the militia ; during their posses ion of which, though for a 
single day only, they wantonly destroyed the public edifices, 
having no relation in their structure to operations of war, nor 
used at the time for military annoyance ; some of these edifice9 
being also costly monuments of staht, and of arts; and the 
others, depositories of the public archives, not only precious 
to the nation, as the memorials of it origin and its early trans
actions, but interesting to all nations, as contributions to the 
general stock of historical instruction and political science. 

And, whereas, advantage has been taken of the loss of a 
fort, more immediately guarding the neighbouring to\\ n of 
Alexandria, to place the town within a range of a uaval force, 
too long and too much in the habit of abusing its superiority, 
wherever it can be applied, to require, as the alternative of a 
general confbgration, an undisturbed plunder of private pro
perty, which has been executed in a manner peculiarly distress
ing to the inhabitants, who had inconsiderately cast themselves 
on the justice and generosity of the victor. 

And, when•a , it now appears, by a direct communication 
from the British naval commander on the American station, , to 
be his avowed purpose to employ tht• force under his direction, 
in destroying and laying waste such towns and districts upon 
the coast as may be found assailable; adding, to this declara
tion, the in,ulting pretext, that it is in retaliation for a wanton 
destruction committed by the army of the United States in 
Upper Canada; when it is notorious, that no destruction has 
been committed, which, notwithstanding the multiplied out
rages previously committed by the enemy, was not unautho
rized, and prompt! y sbewn to be so, and that the United tates 
have been as constant in their endeavours to reclaim the enemy 
from such outrages, by the contrast of their own example, as 
they have been re.tdy to terminate, on reasonable conditions, the 
war itself. 

And, '' hereas, the3e proceedings and declared purposes, which 
exhibit a deliberate disregard of the principles of humanity, and 
the rules of civilized warfare, and which must giYe to the ex
isting war a character of extended devastation and barbarism, 
at the very moment of negociation for peace, invited by the 
enemy himself, leave no prospect of safety to any thing within 
the reach of his predatory and incendiary operations, but in a 
manly and universal determination to chastise and expel the 
invad<: r. 

Now, therefore, I, Jamcs Madison, president of the United 
States, do issue this my proclamation, exhorting all the good 
people, therefore, to unite their hea,rts and hands in giving ef. 
feet to the ample means possessed for that purpose. 1 enjoin 
~t on all officers, civil and military, to ex.ert themselves in ex. 
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ecuting the duties with which thev are respectively charged. 
And, more especially, I require the offic_ers, commanding the 
respective military districts, to be vigilant and alert in providing 
for the defence thereof; for the more effectual accolllplishment 
of which, they are authorized to call to the rlt'fence of expost:d 
and threatened places, proportions of the militia, most conve
nient thereto, whether they be, or be not, parts of the quotas 
detached for the service of the United States, under requisitions 
of the general government. 

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly to the proud feel
ings and patriotic devotion of the American people, none will 
forg~ what they owe to themselves; what tht'y o" e to their 
country; and the high destinies "hi eh await it; what to the 
glory acquired now, and to be maintained by their sons, with 
the augmented strength and resources with which time and Hea
ven have blessed them. In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto 
set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents. Done at 'Vashington, Sept. 1, 1814. 

By the president, JA~IES MADISON. 
J.\MES MuNRoE, secretary of state. 

,,,,,,,,.,~,,.,. 

No. 71. 

From colonel Brooke to earl Bathurst. 

On board H.~I.S. Tonnant, Chesapeake, 
I\Iy LoRn, September 17, 1814. 

I have the honor to inform your lordship, that the division of 
troops under the command of major-general Ross effected a 
disembarkation on the morning of the 12th of September, near 
North Point, on the left point of the Patapsco river, distant 
from Baltimore about 13 miles, with the view of pushing a re
connoissance, in co-operation with the naval forces, to that 
town, and acting thercon as the enemy's strength and positions 
might be found to dictate. 

The approach on this side to Baltimore, lays through a small 
peninsula, formed by the Pataps_co and Black river, and gene
rally from two to three miles broad, while it narrows in some 
places to less than half a mile. 

Three miles from North point, the Pnemy had entrenched 
l1imsclf quite across this neck of land, towards which (the 
~iscmbarkation having been completed at an early hour) the 
troops advanced. 

The enemy was actively employed in the completion of tbis 
work,-dccpcning the ditch, and strengthening its front by a 
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low abattig; both which, however, he precipitately abamlone<l 
on the approach of our sli.:irmishcrs, leaving in our hands some 
few dra ... oons, being part of his rear-guard. 

About two miles beyond thi - point our advance h C:lmo en. 
gaged; the country was here closely wooded, and th enemy'<~ 
riflemen were enabled to cone a! themselves. At this moment, 
the gallant general Ross received a wound in his breast, which 
proTed mortal. He only survived to recommend a young and 
unprovided family to the protection of his king and country. 

Thus fell, at an early age, one of the brightest ornament of 
his profession; one who, whether at the head of a rigiment, a 
brigade, or corps, had alike displayed the talents of command; 
who was not less beloved in his private than enthusiastically ad
mired in his public character; and whose only fault, if it may 
be deemed so, was an excess of gallantry, enterprise, and devo
tion to the service. 

If ever it were permitted to a soldier, to lament those wh 
fall in battle, we may indeed, in this instance, claim that melan
choly pri>tlege. 

Thus it is, that the honor of addressing your lordship, and 
the comm~tnd of this army, have devolved upon me; dntie.> 
which, under any other circumstances, might have been em. 
braced as the most enviable gifts of fortune; and here I ven
ture to solicit, through your lordship, his royal highness the 
prince regent's consideration to the circumstances of my suc
ceeding, during operations of so much moment, to an officer of 
such high and established merit. 

Our advance continuing to press forward , the enemy's light 
troops were pushed to within five miles of Baltimore, where a 
corps of about 6000 men, six pieces of artillery, and some 
hundred cavalry, were discovered posted under cover of a wood, 
drawn up in a very dense order, and lining a strong paling, 
which crossed the main road nearly at right angles. The creeks 
and inlets of the Patapsco and Black rivers, which approach 
each other at this point, will in some measure account for the 
contracted nature of the enemy's position. 

I immediately ordered the necessary dispositions for a general 
attack. The light brigade, under the command of major J ones, 
of the 4th, consisting of the 85th Jigl1t infantry, under major 
Gubbins, and the light companies of the army, under major 
:Pringlc, of the 21st, covered the whole of the front, driv
ing the enemy's skirmishers with great loss on his main 
body. The 4th regiment, under major Faunce, by a detour • 
through some hollow ways, gained, unperceived, a lodgement 
close upon the enemy's left. The remainder of the right bri
gade, under the command of the honorable lieutenant-colonel 
Mull ins, consi3ting of the 44th regiment, under major J ohnson, 
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the marines of the fleet under captain Robbins, and a detachment of 
seamen under captain Money, of the Trave, formed a line along 
the enemy's front; while the )eft brigade, under colonel Pat~r
Mn, consisting of the 21st regiment, commanded by maJor 
Whitaker, the 2d battalion of marines by lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm, and a detachment of marines by major I~ewis, re
mained in columns on the road, with orders to deploy to his 
left, and press the enemy's right. the moment the grguod be
came sufficiently open to admit of that movement. 

In this order, the signal being given, the whole of the 
troops advanced rapidly to the charge. fn less than 15 minutes, 
the enemy's force being utterly broken and dispersed, fled in 
every direction over the country, leaving on the field two pk"Ces 
of cannon, with a considerable number of killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. 

The enemy lost, in this short but brilliant affair, from 500 
to 600 in ldlled and wounded; while, at the most moderate 
compuation he is at least 1000 hors de combat. The 5th re~i
ment of militia, in particular, has been represented as nearly 
annihilated. 

The day being now far advanced, and the troops (as is 
always the case on the first march after disembarkation) much 
fatigued, we halted for the night on the ground of which the 
enem.r had be~>n dispossessed. llere, l received a communica
tion from vice-admiral the honorable sir A. Cochrane, inform
ing me that the frigates, born o-s hips, and flotilla of the fleet, 
lvoulJ, on the ensuing morning, take their stations as previ
ously proposed. 

At day-brea$:, on the 13th, the army again advanced, and at 
Ill o'clock l occupied a favorable position easb' ard of Balti
more, distant about a mile and a half, and from whence [ 
could reconnoitre, at my leisure, the defences of that town. 

Baltimore is completely surrounded by strong but detached 
bills, on which the en cm y had constructed a chain of pallisaded 
redoubts, conn rcted by a small breast-work; I have, however, 
reawn to think, that the defence to the north\vard and west
-ward of the place, were in a very unfinished state. Chinkapin 
hill, which lay in front of our posi tion, completely commands 
the to\\ n _; this was the strongest part of th e line, and here the 
enemy seemed most apprehensive of an attack. These works were 
defended, according to the best information which we could ob
tain, by about 15000 men, with a large tr;.lin of artillery. 

Judging it perfectly feasible, with the description of forces 
under my command, 1 made anangements for a night-attack, 
during which the superiority of the em•my's artillery would not 
have been so much felt; and captain l\l ' Dongall, the bearer of 
these despatches, will bave the honor to point out to your lord-
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thip those particular points of the line which I had proposed to 
act on. During the eve101ing, however, I received a communi
cation from ~he command r in chief of the naval forces, by 
which I was informed, that, in consequence of the entrance to 
the harbor being closed up by vessels sunk for that purpose by 
the enemy, a nanl co-operation against the town and camp 
was found impracticalJle. 

Under these circumstances, and ·eeping in view your lord
ships instructions, it wa agreed, between the vice-admiral and 
myself, that the c.1ptore o · the town would not have been a 
sufficient equi.alent io the lo s which might probably be sus
tained in stormiug the heights. 

Ilaving formed this resolution; after compelling the en£'my 
to sink upwards of 'lO vessel. in differl' llt parts of the barbor; 
causing the citizens to remove almost the whole of their pro
perty to places of more security inland; obliging the govern. 
ment to concentrate all the military furce of the surrounding 
states; harassing the militia, and forcing them to collect from 
any remote districts; causil'g the enemy to burn a valuable 
rope-walk, with other public buildings, in order to clear the 
glacis in front of their redoubts, besides having beaten and 
routed them in a general action, I retired on the 14th, three 
miles from the position which I had occupied, where 1 halted 
during some hours. 

This tardy mo•ement was partly caused by an expectation 
that the enemy might possibly be incluced to move out of the 
entrenchments and follow us; but he profited bf the lesson 
which he had recein'd on the lSth; and towards the evening I 
retired the troops about three miles and a half further, where I 
took up my ground forth..:! night. 

Having ascertained, at a late hour on the morning of the 
15th, that the enemy had no disposition to quit his entrench. 
ments, I moved down and re-embarkd the army at North 
Point, not leaving a man behind, and carrying with me about 
~00 prisoners, being persons of the best famili es in the city, and 
which number mi~ht have been very considerably increased, 
was not the fatigue of the troops an object principally to be 
avoided. 

I have now to remark to your lordship, that nothing could 
surpass the zeal, unanimity, and ardour, di,playcd by every 
description of force, whether naval, military, or marine, during 
the whole of these overations. 

I am highly indebted to vice.atlmiral sir A. Cochrane, corn~ 
mander in chief of the naval forces, for th e active assistance 
and zealons co-operation ~hich he wa.; ready, upon every occa
~ion, to afford me; a disposition conspicuous in every branch of 
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the naval service, and which cannot fail to ensure success to 
every combined operation of this armament. 

Captain Edward Crofton, commanding the brigade of seamen 
appointed to the small arms, for the animated and £•nthusiastic 
example which he held forth to his men, dcs!'rves my approba
tion; as do also captains Nourse, Money, Sullivan, and Ram
say, R.N., for the steadiness and good order which they main
tained in their several directions. 

I feel every obligation to rear-admiral Cockburo, for the 
counsel and as~istance which he afforded me, and from which I 
derived the most signal benefit. 

'Fo colonel Paterson, for the steady manner in which he 
brought his column into action, I give my best thanks. 

The honorable lieutenant-colonel Mullins ueserved every ap. 
probation for the excellent order in which he led that part of the 
right brigade under his command, while charging the enemy in 
line. 

Major J ones, commanding the light brigade, merits my best 
acknowledgments, for the active and skilful dispositions by 
which he covered all the movements of the army. 

The distinguished gallantry of captain De Bathe, of the 95th 
Jight infantry, has been particularly reported to me, and I beg 
to record my own knowledge of similar conduct on former oc
casions. 

To major Faunce, of the 4th regiment, for the manner in 
which he gained and turned the enemy's left, as well as for 
the excellent discipline maintained in that regiment, every parti. 
cular praise is due. 

The exertions of major Gubbins, commanding the 85th light 
infantry; and of major Kenny, commanding the light compa. 
nies, were highly commendable. 

Captain Mitchell, commanding the royal artillery ; captain 
Carmichael, a meritorious officer of that corps; and lieutenant 
J.Jawrence, of the marine artillery, are entitled to my best 
thanks; as is captain Blanchard, commanding royal engineers, 
for the abilities he (lisplayed in his particular branch of the 
service. 

To lieutenant Ev.ans, of the 3d dragoons, acting dcputy-quar. 
ter-master-general to this army, for the unremitting zeal, 
activity, and perfect intelligence, which he evinced in the dis
charge of the various and difficult duties of his department, I 
feel warmly indehted; and I beg to solicit, through your lord
ship; a promotion suitable to the high professional merits of this 
officer. 

Captain M'Dougall, aide de camp to the late general Ross, 
(and who has acted as assistant-adjutant-general in the absence 
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' of major Debbeig through indisposition,) is the bearer of these 
despatches; and having been in the confidence of general Rosa, 
as well as iu mine, will be found perfectly capable of giving 
your lordship any further information relative to the operations 
of this army "hich you may require: he is an officer of great 
merit and promise, and I beg to recommend him to your lord-
ship's protection. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ARTHUR BROOKE, colonel comman4il~g. 

No. 72. 

Return of the killed and wounded, in action ~ith the enemy, 
near Baltimore, on the l'l.th of September, 1814. 

General staff;-1 major-general, 2 horses, killed; 1 horse, wounded. 
Royal artillery ;-6 rank and file, wounded. 
Ro_11al marine-artillery;-! rank and file, killed; 3 rank and file, 

wounded_ 
4th regiment, 1Bl batt ;-1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, killed; 3 ser

jeants, 10 rank and file, wounded. 
21st regiment, 1st bait. ;-1 subaltern, 1 serjcant, 9 rank and file, 

killed; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 77 rank and file, wounded. 
44ta regiment, 1st batt.;-11 rank and file, killed; 3 captains, 2 

suhalterns, 5 serjeants, 78 rank rand file, wounded. 
85th light infartlry ;-3 ra1:k and file, killed; 2 captains, l subaltern, 

26 rank and file, wounded. 
Royal marine>, 2d batt. ;-4 rank and file, killed; 10 rank and file, 

WOllllded. 
Ro_yal marints, 34 batt. ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 9 ranl.: 

and file. wounded. 
Detachments cif ro!lal marines, from the ships, attached to the Qd bat

talivn ;-2 rank and file, killEd; 1 rank and file, wounded. 
Detachments of ro!lalmarines, under the com 111and C?fcaplain RobJnS ;

!l rank and file, killeci ; 1 captain, 9 rank and file, wounded. 
Total ;-1 general staff, liiubaltern, 2 serjeants, 35 rank and file, 

killed; 7 captaius, 4 subalterns, 11 serjeants, and 2'l9 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed;-General Str1f;-Major-general RoLert Ross. 
21st fusileers ;-Lieutt nant Gracie. 
Woundetl ;-21stfu•i/eers;-Brigade-majorRenny, slightly; lieute

nant Leavocq, ~everely. 
44/h r~gimwt ;-Bril:!ade-majnr Cruice, slightly; captain Hamilton 

Greeu,hielda, dangerously (since dead); captain George Hill, lieutenant 
Richard Cruire, ens1gn J. W lme, •e•·e, ely. 

85th light infrmtry ;-Captaius W. P. De Bathe and J. D. Hicks, 
lieuteuaut G. Wellings, >lightly. 

Ro!lal marines ;-Captain John Rohyns, severely . 
.tJENRY DEBBE1G, major, A.D.A gen. 

VOL. 11. L L 
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No. 73. 
From sir Alexander Cochrane to Mr. Croker. 

SIR, H.M S. Tonnant, Chesapeake, Sept. 17. 1814 .. 
I request that you will be pleased to inform my lords commis

sioners of the admiralty, that the approaching equinoctial new 
moon rendering it unsafe to proceed immediately out of the Chesa
peake with the combined expedition, to act upon the plans which 
had been concerted previous to the departure of the I phigenia; ma
jor-general Ross and myself resolved to occupy the intermediate 
time to advantage, by making a demonstration upon the city of 
Baltimore which might be converted into a real attack, should 
circumstances appear to justify it; and, as our arrangements 
were soon made, I proceeded up this river, and anchored 
off the mouth of the Patapsco, on the 11th instant, where the 
frigates and smaller vessels entered at a convenient distance for 
la:nding the troops. 

At an early hour the next morning, the disembarkation of the 
army was effected without opposition, having attached to it a 
brigade of 600 seamen, under captain E. Crofton, (late of the 
Leopard,) the second battalion of marines, the marines of the 
1quadron, and the colonial black marines. Rear-admiral Cock
burn accompanied the general, to advise and arrange as might 

- 'be deemed necessary for our combined efforts. 
So soon as the army moved forward, I hoisted my flag in the 

Surprise, and \Yith the remainder of the frigates, bombs, sloops, 
and the rocket-ship, passed further up the river, to render what 
co-or>eration could be found practicable. 

·while the bomb-vessels were working up, in order that we 
might open our fire upon the enemy's fort at day.break next 
morning, an account was brought to me, that major-general 
Ross, when reconnoitring the enemy, had received a mortal 
wound by a musket-ball, which closed his glorious career be-
fore he could be brought off to the ship. ' 

It is a tribute due to the memory of this gallant and r~spectetl 
officer, to pause in my relation, ·while I lament the loss that hu 
majesty's service and the army, of which he was one of the 
brightest ornaments, have sustained by his death. The unani
mity and the zeal, which he manifested on every occasion while I 
l1ad the honor of serving witl. him, gave life and eas~ to the 
most arduous undertakings. Too heedless of his personal se
curity when in the field, his devotion to the care and honor of 
his army has caused the termination of his valuable life. The 
major-general has left a wife and family, for whom I am confi .. 
dent his grateful country will provide. 

The sliirmishes which had deprived the army of its brave-

. .. 
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general, was a prelude to a most deci ive victory over the flower 
of the enem) 's troops. Colonel Urooh.e , on whom the com
mand devolved, having pu hed forward our force to within five 
miles of Baltimore, whert· the enemy, ahout 6000 or 7000, had 
taken up an advanced po ition, strengtht'ned b) field- pieceg, and 
where he had disposed him elf, apparently with the inteution of 
making a determined resistance, fell upon the enemy with such 
impetuo•ity, that he was obliged soon to gi\·e way, and fly in 
every direction, leaving on th£' field of battle a con iderablc 
number of kilkfl and'' ounded, and two piece of cannon. 

For the particular of this brilliant altair, 1 beg leavt: to refer 
their lordship to rear-admiral Cockburo's despatch, transmitted 
herewith. 

At da}-brcak the next morning, the bombs having taken 
their stations within shell-range, supported by the Surprise, 
with the other frigates and ~loops, opened their fire upon the 
fort that protected the entrance of the harbor, and I had now 
an opportunity of obsening the strength and preparations of 
the enemy. 

The approach to the town on the land . side was defended by 
commanding heights, upon which w1s con,tructed a chain of 
redoubt , connected by a brea t-\{ ork, "ilh a ditch in front, 
an extensive train of artillery, and a ~he1v of force that was re
ported to be from 15 to ~0,000 men. , 

The entrance by sea, nithin which the town is retired nearly 
three miles, was entirely obstructed by a barrier of vessel sunk 
at the mouth of the harbor, defended inside by gun-boats, 
flanked on the right hy a strong and regular fortification, and 
on the left by a battery of several heavy guns. 

These preparations rendering it impracticable to afford any 
essential co-operation by St'tll, I considered that an attack on 
the enemy's strong position by the army only, "ith such dis
parity of force, though confident of success, might risk a 
greater Ios. than the possession of the to\\ n would compensate 
for, while holding in view the ulterior operations of ihis force· 
in the contemplation of his majesty's government; and there
fore, as the primary object of our movement had been already 
fully accomplishC'd, I communicated my observations to colonel 
Brooke, who, coinciding "'ith me in opinion, it was mutually 
agreed that we should withdraw. 

The following morning, the army began leisurely to retire; 
and so salutary was the effect produced on the enemy by tlJt! 

defeat he had e:\perienced, that, notwithstanding eYery oppor
tunity ~\as ofTcred for his repeating the <Conflict, with an intinite 
superiority, our troops re-embarked without molestation. The 
ships of war dropped ~own as the army retired. 

The result of this demonstration has been the defeat of the 
L L 2 
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army of the enemy, the destruction, by themselves, of a quan. 
tity of shipping, the burning of an extensive rope-walk, and 
other public erections ; the causing of them to remove their pro
perty from the city, and, above all, the collecting and haras
sing of the armed inhabitants from the surrounding country ; 
producing a total stagnation of their commerce, and heaping upon 
them considerable expense!!, at the same time effectually drawing 
off their attention and support from other important quarters. 

It has been a source of tbe greatest gratification to me, tbe 
continuance of that unanimity existing · between the two ser
Tices, which I have before noticed to their lordships ; and I 
have reason to assure them, that the command of the army has 
fallen upon a most zealous and able officer in colonel Brooke, who 
has followed up the system of cordiality that had been so bene
ficially adopted by his much-lamented chief. 

Rear-admiral Cockburn, to whom I had confided that part 
of the naval service which was connected with the army, evinced 
his usual zeal and ability, and executed his importaht trust to 
my entire satisfaction. 

Rear-admiral Malcolm, who regulated the collection, de
barkation, and re-embarkation of the troops, and the supplies 
they required, has merited my best thanks for his indefatigalitle 
exertions; and I have to express my acknowledgments for the 
counsel and assistance which, in all our operations~ I have re
ceived from rear-admiral Codrington, the captain of the fleet. 

The captains of the squadron, who were employed on the 
various duties a-float, were all emulous to promote the service 
in which they were engaged, and, with the offict:rs acting under 
them, are entitled to my fullest approbation. 

I beg leave to call the attention of their lordships to the re
port rear-admiral Cockburn has made, of the meritorious and 
gallant conduct of the naval brigade; as well as to the accom. 
panying letter from colonel Brooke, expressing his obligation 
to captain Ec.olward Crofton, who commar.ded, and captains T. 
B. Sullivan, Rowland, Money, anJ Robert Ramsay, who had 
charge of divisions ; and I have to recommend these officers, 
together with those who are particularly noticed by the rear
admiral, to their lordship's favorable consideration. 

Captain Robyns, of the royal marines, who commanded the 
marines of the squadron Olt this occasion, and in the operatious 
against Washington, being severely wounded, l berr leavt.• t<» 
bring him ~o their l~rdship's recollection, as having \cen fre
quently not1ced for hts gallant conduct during the ~crvices in 
the Chesapeake, and to recommend him, with lieutenant SamP
son Marshall, of the Diadem, who is dangerously wounded to 
their lordships' favor and protection. ' 

·First-lieutenant John Lawrence, of th~ royal marine artil -
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lery, wl10 comnandt'd the rocket-brigade, l1as :IJ?;ain renJcred 
essential service, and is highly spoken of by colonel Brooke. 

Captain Ed ward Croft on, who will have the honor of de
JiTering thi• despatch, is competent to ('Xplain any further 
particulars; and I beg leave to recommend him to their lord
ship&' protection, as a most zealous an1l intelligent officer. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 

Vice-admiral, and commander in chief. 

To John 'Vilson Crol>er, Esq. &c. 

No. 74. 

Ft·om rear-admiral Cockburn to sir Alexander Cochrane. 

H. M. S. Severn, in the Patapsco, 
Sm, 15th Sept. 1814. 

In furtherance of the iustruct;.:'ns I had the honor to receiTe 
from you on the 11th instant, I landed at day-light on the l~th 
with major-general Ross, and the force under his command, at 
a place the general and myself had pre1 iously fixed upon, near 
to 1\'"orth-point, at the entrance of the Patapsco; and, in con
formity with his wishes, I determined on remaining on shore, 
and accompanying the army, to render him every assistance 
within my power during the contemplated movements and ope
rations; therefore, so soon as our Jandiftg was completed, I 
directed captain Nourse, of this ship, to advance up the 
Patapsco with the frigate, sloops, and bu"Ub-ships, to bombard 
the fort, and threaten the water-approach to Baltimore, and I 
moved on with the army and seamen (under captain Edward 
Crofton) attached to it_, on the direct road leading to the 
above-mentioned town. 

W .e had advanced about five miles, (without any other occur
rence than taking prisoners a few light-horsemen,) wheo the gene. 
ral and myself, being with the advanced guard, ol;lserved a division 
of the enemy posted at a turning of the roa.d, extending into a 
wood on .our left; a sharp fire was almost immctliately open.ed 
upon it, and·as quickly returned with .considerable effect by our 
advanced guard, which pressing st.eadily forward, soon obliged 
the enemy to run off with the utmost precipitation, leaving be
hind him several men killed and wouuded ; but it is with the 
most heartfelt sorrow I have to add, that in this short and de.,. 
sultory skirmish, my gallant and hjgbly valued friend, the ma. 
jor.general, received a musket-ball through his arm into his 
breast, which proved fatal to him on his way to the water-side 
for re-embarkation. 

Our country, sir, h~ lost in him one of its best and bravest 
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soldiers; and those who knew him, as I did, a friend most 
honored and beloved; and J trust, sir, I may be forgive~ for 
considering it a sacred duty 1 owe to him to mention here, thaf 
whilst his wounds were binding up, anti we were placiug him on 
the bearer which was to carry him off the fielJ, he as~ured me 
that the wonnds he had received in the performance of his duty 
to his country, caused him nut a pang ; but he felt alone anxiety 
for a wife and family, dearer to him than his life; whom, in the 
event of the fatal termination he fo_resaw, he recommended to 
the protection and notice of his majesty's government, and the 
country. 

Colonel Brooke, on whom the command of the army now 
devolved, having come up, and the body of our troops haviug 
closed with the achance, the whole proceeded forward about 
two miles further, where we observed the enemy in force 
drawn up before us; (apparently about 6000 or 7000 strong;) 
on perceiving our army, he filed off into a large and extensive 
wood on his light, from wh ich he commenced a cannonade on us 
from his field-pieces, and drew up h!s men behind a thick paling, 
where he appeared determined to make his stautl. Our field 
guns ans"ered his with an evident ad\antage; and so soon as 
colonel Brooke had made the necessary db positions, the attack 
was ordered, and executed in the highe~t stJ le possible. The 
enemy opened his mu~ ketry on us from his who!e line, immedi
ately we approached within reach of it, and kept up his fire till 
we reached and entered the \\Ood, when he gave way in every 
direction, and was chasel.J. IJy us a consi.derahle distJnce with 
great slaughter, abandoning his post of the Meeting-house, situ
ated m this w c, od, and leaving all his wounded, and two of his 
field-guns, in our p ossession. 

An advance of thi> descriptio11, against superior numbers o( 

an euerny so posted, could not be effected withsut loss. I have 
the honot· to enclose a return of what has been suffered by 
those of the naval department, acting with the army on this oc
casion; and it is, sir, ·nith the greatfst pride and pleasure I 
report to you, that the brigade of seanwn with small arms, 
commanded by captain E. Crofton, assisted by captains Sullivan, 
1\foncy, and Ramsay, (the three senior commanders with the 
flcpt), who commanded divisions under him, behaved with a 
gallantry and steadiness ·which would have done honor to the 
oldest troops, and "hich attracted the admiration of the army. .. 
The seamen under l\1,·. Jack son, master'11 mate of the Tonnant, 
attached to the rocl•et brigade, commandrd by the first-lieute
nant Lawrence, of the marines, behaved also with equal skill 
and bravery. The marines, landed from the ships under the 
command of captain Robyns, the senior officer of that corps, 
belonging to thl' fleet, behaved with their usual gallantry. 

Although, sir, in making to you my report of this action, 1 
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know it is right I should confine myself to mentioning only tl1e 
conduct of those beleuging to the naval department, yet 1 may 
be excused for venturing further to state to you, generally, the 
high admiration with which I viewed the conduct of the whole 
army, and the ability and gallantry with which it was managed, 
and headed, by its brave colonel, which insured to it the success 
it met with. 

The nig'ht being fast approaching, and the troops much 
fatigued, colonel Brooke determined on remaining for the night 
on the field of battle; and, on the morning of the l3tb, leaving 
a small guard at the ;\1eeting-house to collect and protect the 
wounded, we again moved forwards toward s Baltimore; on 
approaching which, it was found to be defended by extremely 
strong works on every side, and immediately in front of us by 
an extensive hill, on which was an entrenched camp , and great 
~uanties of artillery; and the information we collected, added 
to what we observed, gave us to believe there were at least, 
within their works, from 15 to 20,000 men. Colonel Brooke 
lost no time in reconnoitring these defences; after which, he 
made his arrangement for storming, during the ensuing night, 
with his gallant little army, the entrenched camp in our front, 
notwithstanding all the di fficu !ties which it presented. The 
subsequent communications which we opened with you, how
ever, induced him to relinquish again the id(a, and therefore 
yesterday morning the army retired lei surely to the Meeting
house, where it halted for some hours to make the necessary ar
rangements respecting the wounded and the prisoners taken on 
the 12th, which being compl eted, it made a further short move
ment in the evening towards the place where it had dis-em
barked, and where it arrived this mornin g for re-embark ation, 
without suffering the slightest molestation f rom the enemy ; 
'\vho, io spite of his superiority of number, did not even ven
ture to look at us during the slow and deliberate retreat. 

As you, sir, were in person" ith the advanced fr igates, sloops, 
and bomb- vessels, and as, from the road the army took , 1 did no-t 
see them after quitting the beach, it would be superfluou s for me 
to make any report to you respecting them . I have now, there
fore, only to assure you of my entire satisfaction and approba
tion of the conduct of every officer and man em ploycd under 
me, during the operations above detailed, and to ex press to 
you how particularly l consider myself indebted to ca ptain Ed
ward CNfton, (acting captuin of the Royal Oak,) for th e 
gallantry, ability, and zeal, with which he led on the brigatl e of 
seamen in the action of the 12th, and executed alllhe other ser
vices with which he has been entrusted since ou r landin g ; to 
ca ptain \Vhite, (acting cap tain of th e Albion,) who a ttended 
me as my aide de camp the whol e time, and rendered me every 
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possible assistance; to captains Sullivan, Money, and Ramtay, 
' who commanded divisions of the brigade of seamen ; to lieute

nant James Scott, of the Albion, whom I have had much fre
quent cause to mention to you on former occasions, and who in 
the battle of the 12th commanrled a division of seamen, and 
behaved most gallantly, occasionally also acting as an extra aide 
de camp to myself. Captain Robyns, who commanded the ma
rines of the fleet, and who was severely w6unded during the en,. 
gagement, I also beg to recommend to your favourable notice 
and consideration, as well as lieutenant George C. U rmston, of 
the Albion, whom I placed iu command of the smaller boats, to 
endeavour to keep up a communication between the army and 
navy, which he effected by great perseverance, and thereby ren
dered us most essential service. In short, sir, every individual 
seemed animated with equal anxiety to distinguish himself by 
good conduct on this occasion, and I trust, therefore, the whole 
will be deemed worthy of your approbation. 

Captain Nourse, of the Severn, was good enongb to receive 
my flag for this service; he rendered me great assistance in get
ting the s)lips to the different stations within the river, and when 
the storming of the fortified hill was contemplated, he hastened 
,to my assistance with a reinforcement of seamen and marines; 
-and I should cr nsider myself wanting in candour and justice did 
I not particularly point out, sir, to you, the high opinion I en
tertain of the enterprise and ability of this valuable officer, not 
only for his conduct on this occasion, but on the very many 
others on which I have employed him since with me in the 
Chesapeake. I have the honour to be, q-c. 

GEORGE COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 
Vice.admiral the hon. sir A. Cochrane, K.B. 

Commander in chief. 

No. 75. 

Colonel Brooke to the sam~. 

On board his majesty's ship Tonnant, 
J:?EAR SIR, September 15, 1814 

I beg leave to be allowed to state to you, how much I feel 
indebted to captain Crofton, commanding the brigade of sailors 
fr?m his majesty's ships under your command; as also to cap
tams Sul11van, Money, and Ramsay, for their very great exer
tions in performing every formation made by his majesty's 
troops, having seen myself those officers expose themselves to 
the hottest of the enemy's fire, ti) keep their men ~n the line of 
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march, with the disciplined troops. The obedient and steady 
conduct of the sailors, believe me, sir, excited the a!lmiration 
of el"ery individual of tht• army, a~ well as my greatest gratitude. 

Believe me to be, dear sir, 
ARTHUR HROOKE, col.-com. 

Vice-admiral the hon. sir A. Cochrane, K.B. 
commander-in-chief. 

No. 76. 
A return of killed and wounded belonging to the navy, disem

barked zoith the army under majQr-general Ross, September, 
12, 1814. 

Tonnant ;-1 petty officer, 5 seaman, S marines, wounded. 
Albion ; -S seamen killed; 1 pelty officer, 8 seamen, 6 marmes, 

wounded. 
Rami/lies ;-2 marines killed ; 4 petty officers, 6 seamen, 4 marine ~ 

wounded. 
Diadem ;-1 officer, 2 seamen, wounded. 
Melpomene ;-1 petty officer killeci. 
1'rau ;-1 st-aman V~.' Ounded . 
:!Iadaga:;car ;-1 marine killed; 1 marine wounded. 
Ro!lat Oak :-1 marine wouuded. 
Total killed-! petty officer, S seamen, 3 marines. 
Total wounded-l officer, 6 petty officers, 22 seamen, 15 marine..;. 

K ames of officers killed and wounded. 

Eilled-Melpomene ;-Mr. William, (or Art bur) Edmonson, clerk. 
TVounded-1'onnant ; -captain Robyos, royal marines, severely; 

::\lr. Charles O!!le, rnid!>hipman, severely. 
Diadem ;-LieutenantS. Marsball, severely. 
Albion ;-John Billett, quarter-master, severely. 
Rami/lies ; -Robert Wafton (or Watton) boatswain's-mnte, severel.v: 

Henry BaL:ewell yeoman of the powder-room, badly; John Prickett, 
ship's corporal, slightly. 

G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 

,,..,,.,,.,,,,.,,,,, 

No. 77. 
From maJor-general Smith, to the Americg,n secretary at war. 

(Extract.) 

About the time general Stricker had taken the ground jmt 
mentioned, he was joined by brigadier-general Winder, wh o 
had been stationed on the west side of the city, but was now 
ordered to march with general Douglas's brigade of Virginia. 
militia, and the United States' dragoons, under captain Bird, 
and take post on the left of general Stricker. During the~e 
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movements, the brigades of generals Stansbury and Foremaa, 
the seamen and marines under commodore Rodgers, the Penn. 
sylvania volunteers under colonels Cobea.n a~d Fiodley, ~he 
Baltimore artillery under colonel Harras, and the marme 
artillery under captain Stiles, manned the trenches and the 
batteries-all prepared to receive the enemy. We remained 
in this situation during the night. 

On Tuesday, the enemy appeared in front of my entrench
ments, at the distance of two miles, on the Philadelphia road, 
from whence he had a full view of our position. He manlEU• 
vred during the morning towards our left, as if with the 
intention of making a circuitous march, and coming down on 
the Harford or York roads. Generals Winder and Stricker 
were ordered to adapt their movement to those of the enemy, 
so as to baffle this supposed intention. They executed thi!t 
orJer with great skill and judgment, by taking an advantage
ous position, stretching from my left across the country, when 
the enemy was likely to approach the quarter he seemed to 
threaten. This movement induced the enemy to concentrate 
his forces (between one and two o'~lock), in my front, pushing 
his advance to within a mile of us, drhing in our videttes, and 
showing an intention of attacking us that eveuing. I imme
diately drew generals Winder and Striker nearer to the left of 
my entrenchments, and to the right of the enemy, with the 
intention of their falling on his right or rear, should he attack 
me; or, if he declined it, of attacking him in the morninA". 
To this mt>vement, and to the strength of my defence, which 
the enen•y had the fairest opportunity of observing, I am 
induced to attribute his retreat, which was commencecJ ·at half
past one o'clock on Wednesday morning. In this he was so 
favored by the extreme darkness, and a continued rain,- that 
we did not discover it until day-light. 

I have now the pleasure of calling your attention to the 
brave commander of Fort .1\l'Henry, major Armistead, and to 
the operations confined to that quarter. The enemy made his 
approach by water at the same time that his army was advanc
ing on tlte land, and commenced a discharge of bombs an1l 
rockets at the fort, as soon as he got within ran"C of it. The 
situ.ation of major. A.r~istead was peculiarly tryi;g-the enemy 
havmg taken hrr; pos1t10n such a d1stance, as to render offensive 
operations on the part of the fort entirely fruitless, whilst their 
bombs and rocketi were every moment falling in and about it 
-the officers and men, at the same time, entirely exposed. 
The vessels, however, had the t~merity to approach somewhat 
near~r-ihey. were as soon compelled to "ithdraw. .During 
the mght, whilst the enemy on lantl was retreatina and whilst b' 
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the bombardment was most severe, tl'"o or three rocket vessels 
and bargf•s ~ucceeded in getting up the Ferry Branch, bnt they 
were soon compelled to retire, by the forts in that quarter, 
commandt>d b.f lieutenant l\'ewcomb, of the navy, and lieute. 
nant Webster, of the flotilla. These forts also de troyed one of 
the barge,, with ali on board. Tne barges ami battery at the 
Lazaretto, under the command of lieutenant, Rutter, of the 
ftotill.t, kept up a brisk, and it is believed, a successful fire, 
during the hottest pe.noJ of the bombardment. 

1\o. 78. 

From Cnptain Lockyer to 1.1ice-admiral Cochrane. 
His ~Iajesty':s sloop Sophic, Cat island 

sm, Roads, Dec. 18, 1814. 
I beg leave to inform you, that in pursuance of) our orders, 

the boats of the sq uadrun which you did me the honour to place 
under my command, were fo1 med into three divisions, (the first 
headed by my elf, the second by captain Montressor of the 
1\Ianly, and th~ third by captain Roberts of the Meteor,) and 
proct-eded on the night ot the 12th i1astant from the frigate's 
anchor3.5e. in que>t of the enemy's flotilla. 

After a very tedious row of thirty.six hours, during which 
the enemy attempted to escape from us, the wind fortunately 
obliged him to anchor off St. J oscph's island, and nearing him 
<>n the morning of the 14th, I discovereu his force to consist 
of five gun-vessels of the largest dimonsions, wl1ich were 
moorrd in a line a-breast, with springs on their cables, and 
boaTding nettings 1riced up, evidently prepared for our re
ception. 

Observing, also, as we approached the f.lotilla, an armed 
sloop emkavouring to join them, captain Roberts, who volun· 
teered to take her with part of his division, succeeded in cutting 
her off and capturing her without much opposition. 

About 10 o'clock, having closed to w1thin long gun-shot, 
I di rected the boats to come to a grapnel, and the people to 
get their breakfasts; and, as soon as they bad finished, we 
again took to our oars, and pulling up to the enemy against a. 
strong current, running at the rate ot' nearly three miles aa 
hour expo,ed to a heav.y and des tructive fire of round and 
grape, about noon 1 had the sati~faction of closing with the 
commodsrc in the Seahorse's barge. 

After Eeveral minute!>' obstinate resistance, in which the 
gre~ter part of the officers and crew uf this boat were either 
killed or wounded, myself amongst the latter, seterely, we 

file:///ewcomb
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succeeded in boarding, and being l!econded by the Seaborse'• 
first barge, commanded by Mr. White, midshipman, and 
;tided hy the boats of the Tonnant, commanded by lieutenant 
Tatnell, we soon carried her, and turn..-d her guns with good 
effect upon the remaining four. 

During this time captain Montresor's division was makin~ 
every pos&ible exertion to close with the enemy, and with the 
;mistance of the other boats, then joined by captain Roberts, 
in about five minutes we had possossioo of the whole of the 
flotilla. 

I have to lament the loss of many of my brave and gallant 
companions, who gloriously fell in this attack; but, consider
ing the great strength of the enemy's vessels (whose force is 
underneath described) and their state of preparation , 'fe haYe 
hy· no means suffered so severely as might have been t· xpected. 

I am under the greatest obligations to the officers, seamen, 
and marines, I had the honor to command on this occasion, 
to whose gallantry and exertions the St'rvice is indebted for the 
capture of these vessels; any comments of mi11e would fall 
short of the praise due to them : 1 am especially indt."bted to 
captJLins M ontresor and Robert• for their a1lvice and a"istance: 
they are entitled to more than I can say of them, and have my 
best thanks for the admirable style iu which they pushed on 
with their divisio~s to the capture of the remainder of the 
llncmy's flotilla. 

In an expedition of this kind, where so many were concerned, 
and so much personal exertion and bravery was displayed, 1 
fin~ it impossible to particularize every individual who distin· 
guished himselt~ and deserves to be well spoken of, but I feeJ 
it my duty to mention those whose behaviour fell immediately 
under my own eye. 

J ... ieutenant George Pratt, second of the Seahorse, who com. 
manded that ship's boats, and was in the same boat with me, 
conducted l1imself to that admiration which 1 cannot sufficiently 
ex.p.ress ; in his attempt to board the enemy, he was seTeral 
times severely wounded, and at last so dan_gerously, that 
I fear the service will be deprhred of this gallant and promising 
young officer. 

1 cannot omit to mention, also, the conduct of lieutenants 
Tatnell and H.ober~s, of the Tonnant, particularly the former, 
who, after hanog h1s boat sunk alongside, got into another, 
and gallantly pushed on to the attack of the remainder of the 
flotilla. Lieutenant Roberts was wounded in closing with the 
enemy. 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

NlCH. LOCKYER captain. 
Vice-admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander Cocbra!le, ' 

commander-in-chief, &c. &c. &c. 

' 
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Nn. 1.-Gun-vessel, 1 Ion~ <:!-!-pounder, 4 1~-pounder carromwes, 
and ~ S\\ ivels, 11ith a complemEnt of 4 5 men; captatu Joues, com
mnchne. 

N L>. '!.-Guo-l'essel, 1 long 32-poanrfer, 6 Ion!' 6-pounders, !! 5-inch 
howitzers, and four swivels, with 11 complement of 45 men; lieutenzuat 
l\1 •r 1·es. 

No. 3.-Guu-,·essel, 1 Ion!!: 24-pounder, 4 long 6-pounders, anrl 4 
swivels, with 11 complement of 45 men. 

No. 4 -Gun-vessel, 1 long 'H pouudet, 4 l'il·puunder carrooades1 
with 11 complement of 45 men. 

No. 5.-Gun-ves~el, 1 long 24-pounder, 4 12-pounder carronades, 
with a complement of 45 men. 

No. 6.-Armed sloop, 1 long 6·pounder, 2 12-pounder carronades, 
with a complement oi 20 men. 

NICHOLAS LOCKYER, captain . 

.,.,..,,..,,.,,,,,,..,,,.,. 

No. 79. 

A list of the killed and wounded in the boats of his majef(IJ'I 
ships at the capture of the American gun-vessels near ]1, tw 
OrleatJs. 

Tonnant ;-J able seaman, 2 ordinary seamen, killed; 1 lieutenant, 
4 midshipmen, 4o able seamen, 4 ordinary, 2landmen,3 priv;He marines, 
wounded. 

Nm·ge;-1 quarter-master killed: I master's-mate, 4 a\Jle seamen, 
3 orri111ary sca1uen, 1 private marine, wounded. 

Bcdford;-l seawan killed; ~ lieutenant!!, 1 master',-mate, 2 sea-
mt'n, \VOunded. 

Royal Oak ;-1 seaman wounded. 
Rami/lie.~; -4 seamen killed; 9 seamen wounuec!. 
Armltlt: ;-1 seaman killed. 
Cyrfnu.,;-l mids.hipmau, 1 seaman, 2 private marines, wounded. 
Seuhone ;-1 midshipman, 1 voluuteer of tbe ht cl,ls!>, 1 able seam:m, 

1 ordinary seaman, 1 private marine, killed; 1l•eutenaut, 2 lllidslup
ruen, J lieutenant of marines, 1 allle settmen, 1 ordinary seamen, 1 
landman, 4 private marines, wounded. 

Tra-r;e ;-1 volunteer of the 1st class, 1 captain of tiJe furetop, killed ; 
1 pri1•ate marine wounded. 

Sophie;-l Cftptain wounded. 
Meteur;-3 seamen wounded. 
Brlle PIJtl.le ;-2 searueu wounded. 
Gorgcm-1 master's-mate wounded. 
Total-S midshipmen, 13 seaaren, 1 private marine, killed; 1 cap

tain, 4 lieutenants, 1 lieutenaut of marines, 3 master's-mates, 1 rntct
shipmen, 50 seamen, 1 L marines, wounded . 

Grllnd Total-17 killed; 77 wounded. 
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No. 80. 

From lieutenant J ones to commodore Patterson. 

Stn, N~w Orleans, l'tth MarC'h, 1815. · 
Having sufficiently recovered m·y stren~th, I rlo myself the 

honor of reporting to you the particu Jars of the capture of the 
division of United States' gun boats late under my command. 

OR the 12th December, 1814, the enemy's fleet off Ship island 
increased to such a force as to render it no longer safe or pru
dent for me to continue on that part of the lakes with the small 
force which I commauded. I therefore determined to gain a 
station near the Malheureux i!.lands as soon as possible, which 
situation would better enable me to oppose a further penetra
tion of the enemy up the Iake!'i, and at the same time afferd 
me an opportunity of retreating to the Petite Coq uilles if 
necessary. 

At 10, A.M. on the 13th I ~iscovered a large flotilla of barges 
had left the fleet, (shaping their course towards the Pass Chris
tian,) which I suppmed to be a disembarkation of troops intended 
to land at that place. About 2, P.M. the enemy's flotilla 
having gained the Pass Christian, and continuing their course 
to the westward, convinced me that an attack on the gun-boats 
was designed. At this time the water in the lakes \\as uncom
monly low, owing to the westerly wind which had prevailed for 
a number of days pre,·ious, and which still continued from the 
same quarter. Nos. 150, 162 and 163,.. although in the best 
channel, were in 12 or 18 inches Ie~s water than their draught. 
Every effort was made to get them a-float by throwing over. 
board all articles of weight that could be llispensed with. At 
3 30, the flood-tide had commenced; got under weigh, making 
the best of my way towards the Petite Coquilles. 'At 3 45, 
the enemy despatched thrEle boats to cut out the !>chooner Sea
horse, which had been sent into the bay St. Louis that morning 
to assist in the removal of the public storcs, which I had pre
viously ordered. There finding a removal impracticable, I 
ordered preparations to be made for their destruction, least 
they ~hould fall into the enemy's ha11ds. A fl'W discharges o{ 

grape-shot from t.hc Scahorse compelled the three boat~, which 
had attacked her, to retire out of reach of her guns, until th<'y 
were joined by four others, when the att.tck wa~ recommenced 
by the seveu boats. Mr. J ohnson having chosen an ach antage
ons position near the two 6-pounders mounted on the bank, 
maintained a sharp action for near 30 minutes. when the enemy 
hanled oif, having one boat apparently much injured, and u·ilh 
the loss of several men killed and wounded. At 7 30. an 
explosion at the bay, and soon after a large fire, induced me to 
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'ftelieve the Seahorse was blown up and the public store-house 
set on fire, which has proYed to be the fact. 

About 1 A. f. on the 14th, the wind having entirely died 
away, and our vessels become unmanageable, came to anchor 
in the \Vest-end of .Malheureux island's passage. At daylight 
next morning, still a perfect calm, the enemy's flotilla was 
abont nine miles from us at anchor, but soon got in motion and 
rapidly advanced on u • The want of wind, and the strong 
ebb-tide which was srtting through the pass, left me but one 
alternative, which wa ·, to put myself in the most advantagcoUir 
position, to give the enemy as warm a reception as possible. 
The commanders were all callell on board and made acquainted 
with my intentions, and the position which each ves el was to 
take, the whole to form a close line a-breast across the channel, 
anchored by the stern with ~priugs on the cable, &c. &c. Thus 
we remained anxiously awaiting an attack from the advancing 
foe , who e forcP I now clearly distinguished to l>o compo .• ed of 
42 heavy launches and p;un-barges, with three light gigs, 
manned with upwards of 1000 men am] officers. About 9 30, 
the Alligator (tender) which wa to the southward and east
ward, and endeavoaring to join the division, was captured by 
several of the enemy's barges, ''hen the whole flotilla came-to, 
with their grapnels a little out of reach of our shot, apparently 
making arrang<'ments for the attack. At 10 30, the enemy 
weighed, forming a line a-breast in open order, and steering 
direct for our line, which was unfortunately in some degree 
broken by the force of the current, driving ~os. 156 and Hil 
about 100 yards in a(h-ance. As soon as the enemy came 
within reach of our shot, a deliberate fire from our long guns 
was opened upon him, but without much effect, the objects 
being of so small a size. At Ht minutes before 11, the enemy 
opened a fire from the whole of his line, when the action became 
general anclllestructive on bofh sides. About 11 49, th e ad
vance boats of the enemy, three in number, attempted to board 
No. 156, but were repulsed with the loss of nearly every officer 
killed or wound t·d, and two boats sunk. A second attempt 
to board was then made by four other boats, which shared 
almost a similar fate. At this moment I rec<'ived a severe 
wound in my left ~houlder, '4'hich compelled me to quit the 
deck, leaving it in charge of Mr. George Parker, ma,;tcr's - -
mate, who gallantly defended the vessel until he wa5 severely 
wounded , when the enemy, by his superior number, succeeded 
in gaining possession of the deck about 10 minutes past 12 
o'clock. The enemy immediately turned the guns of his prize 
on the other gun-boats, aod fi red several shot previous to 
titriking the American colours. The action continued with 
u.na.bating severity until 40 minutes past 12 o'clock, when it 
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terminated with the surrender of No. 23, all the other vessej!i 
having previously fallen into the hands of the enemy. . 

In this unequal contest our loss in killed and wounded has 
been trifling, eo m pared to that of the enemy. 

Enclosed you will receive a li .. t of the killed and wonndeJ, 
and a correct statement of the force which I had the honor to 
•:omman<l at the commencement of the action, together with an 
estimate of the force l had to contend against, as acknowledged 
by the enemy, which will enable you to decide huw far the 
honor of our country's flag has been supported in this conflict. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
THO~lAS AP CATESBY JONES. 

No. 81. 

Statement of the effective forces of a division of the United 
Stales' gun-boats under the command uf lieutenant-com
manding Thomas Ap Catesby J ones, at the commencemenl 
of the action, with a jlotitta of English gun-boats, on the 
14tlt December 1814. 

Gun-boat No. 5, .5 guns, 36 men, sailing-milster John D. Ferris: gun- ' 
boat ~3, 5 guns, 39 men, lieute nant Isaac M•Keeve; gun-boat No. 1~6. 
5 guns, 41 11oen, lieutenaut -cornmandant Thoma!l A. C. Jouei; ,e.un-
boat 16~. 5 )!Uns, 35 men, lieuteuant Robert Spedden; guu-boat 1()3, 
3 j!Uns, 31 men, sailing-master George Ulrick. 

Total-23 guns, 182 men. 

N.B The schooner Seahorse, had one 6. pounder, and 14 
men, sailing-master William Johnson, commander; none killed 
or wounded. 

The sloop Alligator (tender) had one 4 pound ·rand eiaht 
men, sailing-master Richard S Shepperd, commander. 

0 

THOMAS AP CA TESBY JONES. 

No. 82. 

St-atement of the British forces uhiLh were engaged in the 
capture of the late United State~·· gun boats, No s. -.!3, 156, 5, 
162, and 163, near the Nalheureux islands, lake Borgne, 
14th December, 1814. 

Forty lau11 c he~ <~nd bnrges, mounting one carronade, each of 12, 18
1 anJ 24 callt ot r. 

One launc h, mounting one Ion~ brass 1~-poundFr. 
One launch, mounting oue long brass 9-pounder. 
Three gigs, with small-arms only. 
Tot!1luut111Jer of boats-45. 
Tvt<~l Qutilber of cauuon-'i3. 
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The above flotilla 'vas manned with 1200 men and officers, 
commanded by captain Lockyer, who received three severe 
wounds in the action. The enemy, as usual, will not acknow
ledge his loss on this o~casion in boats or men ; bnt from the 
nature of the action, and the observations made by our officers, 
w bile prisoners in their fieet, his loss in killed and wounded may 
be justly estimated to exceed 300, among whom are an unusual 
proportion of officers. 

No. 83. 

From major-general Keane to major-gsneral the honorable sir 
Edward Pakenham. 

Camp on the left bank of the Missis
sippi, nine miles from New Orleans, 

SIR, December 26, 1814. 
I have the honor to inform you, that between the 17th and 

22d instant, the troops destined for the attack of New Orleans, 
were collected at Isle aux Poix, which is the entrance of the 
Pearl river. 

Having learnt that it was possible to effect a landing at the head 
of the bayou Catalan, which runs into lake Borgne, I directed 
major Forrest, assisstant.quarter-master-general, to have it 
reconnoitred. Lieutenant Peddie, of that department, accom
panied by the honorable captain Spencer of the navy, ascer
tained on the night of 18th, that boats could reach the head of 
the bay,ou, from which a commuAication might be made to the 
high road, on the left bank of the Mississippi, leading to New 
Orleans. 

On the morning of the 22d, every arrangement being made by 
vice-admiral the honorable sir Alexander Coohrane, I deter
mined to attempt it. The light brigade, composed of the 85th 
and 95th regiments, captain Lane's rocketeers, lOO sappers and 
miners, and the 4th re~irnent as a support, the whole under the 
command of colonel Thornton, were placed in the boats, and 
the 2lst, 44th, and 93d regiments, under colo11el Brooke, and 
a large proportion of artillery under major Munro, were em
barked in small vessels. 

At 10 A. M. on the 22d, we sailed fram Pearl River and 
reached the head of the bayou at day-light next moroing. A 
landing was immediately effected without any other opposition 
than the country presented; captain Blanchard of the royal 
engineers, in the course of two hours, opened a communication 
through several fields of reeds, intersected by deep muddy 
ditches, bordered by a low swampy wood; colonel Thorn to~ 
- YOL, 11. M l'i 
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then advanced and gained the high road, taking up a po~l~n 
with the right re§ting on the road, and the left on the Mtsm. 
sippi. In this situation I intended to remain untill the boats 
returned for the rest of the troops to the vessels, some of wllic:h 
grounded at a great distance. 

At about eight o'clock in the evening when the men, much 
fatigued by the length of time they bad been in the boats, wue 
a~leep in their bivouac, a heavy flanking firs of round and grape• 
shot was opened upon tl\em, by a Ja.rg~ schooner a,nd two gwt
vessels, which had dropped down the river from the town and. 
anchored a-breast of our fires ; immediate steps were necessary 
to cover the men, and colonel Thornton, in the most prompt 
and judicious manner, placed his brigade under the inward 
slope of the bank of the river, as did also lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke, ef the 4th regiment, behind some buildings which were 
near that corps. This movemont was so rapid that the troops 
suffered no more than a single casualty. 

The 3-pounders being the only guns up, the success of a 
few 12-pound rockets, directed by captain Lane, was tried 
against these vessels ; but the ground on which it was necessary 
to lay them not being even, they were found not to answer, 
•nd their firing was ceased. 

A most •igorous attack was then made on the advanced front 
and right flank piquets, the former of the 95th, under captain 
Hallan, the latter the 85th, under captain Schaw ; these officers, 
aq.d their rcsttective piquets, c;:onducted themsehe with firmness, 
and checked the enemy for a considerable time, but renewing 
their attack with a lar:ge force, and pressing at these points, 
colonel Thorn ton judged it necessary to move up the remainder 
of both corps. The 85th regimeat was commanded by brevet
major Gubbins, whose conduct ca.nngt be too much corn
mended. On the approach of his regiment to the point of attack, 
the euemy, favored by the rlarkness of the night, concealed 
themselves under a high fence which separated the fields, and 
calling to the men as friends, under pretence of. being part of 
our own force, offered to ~ssist the10 in getting over, which was 
$10 sooner accomplished than the 85th found itself in the midst 
of very superior numbers, who, discotering themselves, called 
on the regiment immediately to surrender-the answer was an 
instantaneous attack; a more extraordinary conflict has per!" 
haps never occurred, absolutely hand to band both officers and 
men. It terminated in the repulse of the enemy with the 
capture of 30 prisoners. A similar finesse was attempted with 
the 95th regiment, which met the same treatment. 

The enemy finding his reiterated attacks were repulsed by 
colonel Thornton, at half-past 10 o'clock advanced a large 
column again11t our centre; perceiving his intention, I directed 
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colonel Stovin to order lieutenant-colonel Dale, with 130 men 
of the 93d regiment, who had just reached the camp, to move 
forward and use the bayonet, holding the 4th regiment in hand, 
formed in line, as my last reserve. Colonel Dale endeavoured 
to execute his orders, but the 'crafty enemy would not meet him, 
seeing the steadiness of his small body, gave it a heavy fire, and 
quickly retired. Colonel Brooke, wilh four companies of the 
~lst regiment, fortunately appearctl at that moment on our 
right flank, and sufficiently secured it from further attack. 

The enemy now determined on making a last effort, and, 
collecting the whole of his force, formed an extensive line, and 
moved directly against the light brigade. At first this line drove 
in all the advanced posts, but colonel Thurnton, whose noble 
exertions had guaranteed all former success, was at hand ; he 
rallied his brave comrades round him, and moving forward with 
a firm determination of charging, appalled the enemy, who, 
from the les3on he had received on the same ground in the 
early part of the evening, thought it prudent to retire, and did 
not again dare to advance. 

It was now 1 c.! o'clock, and the firing ceased on both sides. 
From the best information I can obtain, the enemy's force 
amounted to 5000 men, and was commanded by major-general 
Jackson: judging from the number left on the field, his loss 
must haYe been severe. I now beg leave to in close a list of our 
casualties on that night, and have only to hope it will appear to 
you, that every officer and soldier on shore did his duty. 

To sir Alexander Cochrane I feel particularly obliged for his 
very friendly counsels and ready compliance with every wish I 
expressed respecting the service or welfare of the troops. 

To rear-admiral Mal col m, and the severa I captains ern ployed in 
. the landing, &c. I confess the greatest obligation. I must leave 
it to the vice-arlmiral to do them the jtJStice they so much 
deserve, for I cannot find words to express the exertioas made 
by every branch of the navy, since the period of our arrival on 
this coast. 

In the attack made on the centre, lieutenant-colonel Stovin, 
assistant-adjutant-general, received a severe wound, which 
deprived me of his able services; to him and major Forrest, 
assistant-quarter-master-general, I feel greatly indebted; they 
are both officers of great merit. Colonel Brooke is entitled to 
every praise for securing our right flank. 

To colonel Thornton I feel particularly grateful ; his conduct 
on the night of the 23d I shall ever admire and honor. He 
headed his brigade in the most spirited manner, and afforded it 
a brilliant example of active courage and cool determination. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke, commanding the 4th regiment; as also with major 

MM~ 
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MitcheJJ, of the 95th, who was unfortunately taken prisoner 
at the close of the affair. 

The exertions of major Munroe, of the royal artillery, were 
unremitting; to him, and the officers under his command, I feel 
every obligation. The assistance given by captain Blanchard, 
and the officers of the royal engineers, was most conspicuous, 
and entitle them to my best thanks. 

Brevet-major Hooper, acting deputy assistant-adjutant
general, Wfl.S attached to the light brigade. Colonel Thornton 
states, that he derived the greatest benefit from his activity, 
zeal, and judgment. I regret to have to add that he was very 
severely wounded, and had his leg amputated in the course of 
the night. . 

The indefatigable zeal and intelligence displayed by lieu
tenants Peddie and Evans, of the quarter-master-general's depart
ment, entitle them to the most favorable consideration. 

Assistant-commissary-general Wemyss's arrangements were 
1atisfactory, and deputy-inspector Thompson claims my beot 
acknowledgcm~nts, for the care and attention shewn to the 
wounded, the whole of whom were collected, dressed, and com
fortably lodged, before two in the morning. 

Major Mills, of the 14th light dragoons, accompanied me on 
shore; from him, captain Persse, my aide de camp; and the 
honorable lieutenant Curzon, naval aide de camp, I received 
every assistance. 

Trusting that the steps I pursued while in command will 
meet your approbation., 

I have the hmwr to be, &c. 
JOHN KBANE, maj •• gen. 

,,,,,,,..,.,..,.,,.,n 

No. 84. 

Return of casualties in action with , the enemy near Jttea 
Orleans, on the '.t3d and 24th December, 1814. 

General staff;-tlieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 lieutenant, wounded. 
Ro.i.Jc.tl artitler!J; 2 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 rank and file, 

wounded. 
Ro' al engi11fer1, .~appers and miners; 1 rank and file missina, 
4th foot ;-1 raptain, 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 1 drumme~, 1 rank

and fil e, killed; 1 lieutenant, 14 rank and file, wounrled. 
21st foot ;-l captain, 2 rauk and tile, killed : J ,erjeant, 2 drum

tnH -., 8 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank and file, missing. 
85th .fo"t .; 2 captains, 11 rank and file, killed; 1 c~ptain, 3 lieute

nants, 4 serJeants, 2 drummers, 57 rank and file, wounded· 1 lieute~ . . , 
nant -, 1 ens1gn, 1 serJeanr, 16 rank and file, missing. 

9Sdfool ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 
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'5th foot ;-6 serjeants, 17 rank and file, killed; I captain, 2 lieute
nants, 5 serjeants, 54 rank and file, wounded; l nn0or, 2 sc1jeante, 39 
rank and file, missiAg. 

Total ;-4 captains, I lieutenant, 1 se~jeant~, I drummer, 33 rank 
and file, killed; I lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 2 capta in~, 8 
lieutenants, 10 serjeant~, 4 drummers, 141 rank and file, wound
ed; 1 major, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 serjeants, 58 rank and 
file, mi sing. 

Names of the officers killed, wounded, and missing. 
KWcd-4thfout ;-Captain Franci.i Johnstone, lieutenant John Suther-

land. • 
21st foot ;-Captain William Conran. 
85th fool ;-Captains Charles Grey and Charles Harris 
1Vounded-general sft({f;-Lieutenant-colonel Stovm, 28th foot, as• 

sistant-adjutant-~eneral, aeverely, but not dangerously; major Hooper, 
87th fol)t, deputy assistant-adjutant· general , severely; (le!! amputated;) 
lieutenant Delacy Evans, 3d dragoons, deputy assistant-quarter-master• 
~eneral, se,·erely. 

Ro!Jal Artillery ;-Lieutenant James Christie, se\·erely. 
~th (oot ;-Lieutenant Thomas Moody, severely. 
85thfoot ;-Captain James Knox, lleutenants George Willings, Fre

derick Maunsell, and William Hickson, severely. 
95th foot ;-Captain \Villiam Hallen, lieutenant Daniel Forbes, se

,·erely; lieutenant W. J. G. Farmer, sli!!htly • 
. Missing-85th foot ;-Lieutenant William Walker, ensign George 

:\ shton. 
95thfoot-Major Samuell\Jitchcll. 

FRED. STO VI N, lieut.-col. dep. adj .• gen • 

.,.,,.,,,,,.,,,,..,, ... 

No. 85. 

From major-general J ackson to the A.medcan secretary at war. 

Head-quarters, 7th military district, camp below 
SIR, New Orleans, 27th Dec. A.M. 

The Ios~ of our gun.boats near the pass of the Rigolets, 
having given the enemy command of lake Borgne, he was ena. 
bled to choose his point of attack. It became therefore an ob
ject of importance to obstruct the numerous bayous and canals 
leading from that lake to the highlands on the Mississippi. This 
important service was committed, in the first instance, to a de
tachment from the 7th regiment, afterwards to culo,nel Delaronde 
of the Louisiana m\iitia, and lastly, to make all sure, to major
general Villere, commanding the district between the river and 
the lakes, and who, being a native of the country, was pre
sumed to be best acquainted with all those passes. Unfortu. 
nately, however, a piquet which the general had established at 
the mouth of the bayou Bienvenu, and which, uotwithstandin~ 

'my orders, bad be~n left unobstructed, was completely sur-
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prised, and the enemy penetrated through a canal leading to his 
farm, about two leagues below the city, and succeeded i~ cut
ting off a company of militia stationed there. The intelligence 
was communicated to me about two o'clock on the 23d. My 
force, at this time, consisted of parts of the 7th and 44th regi
ments, not exceeding 600 together, the city militia, a part of 
general Coffee's brigade of mounted gun-men, and the detached 
militia from the western division of Tennessee, under the com
mand of major.geueral Carroll-these two last corps were sta
tioned four miles above the city. Apprehending a double at
tack by the way of Chef • .Mcnteur, I left general Carroll's 
force, and the militia of the city, posted on the Gentilly road; 
and at 5 o'clock P. M. marched to meet the enemy, whom I 
was resolved to attack in his first position, with major Hind's 
dragoons, general Coffee's brigade, parts of the 7th and 44th 
regiments, the uniform companies of militia under the command 
of major Plau che, 200 men of colour (chiefly from St. Domingo) 
raised by colonel Sava ry, and acting under the command of 
major Daquin, and a detachment of artillery under the direction 
of colonel M'Rea, with two 6-pounders, under the command of 
lieutenant Spots-not exceeding in all 1500. I arrived near 
the enemy's encampment about seven, and immediately made 
my dispositions for the attack. His forces amounting at that 
time on land to about :woo, extended half a mile on the ril•er, 
and in the rear nearly to the wood. General Coffee was ordered 
to turn their right, while, with the residue of the force, I at
tacked his strongest poiition on the left, near the river. Com
modore Patterson having dropped down the river in the schooner 
Carolina, was directed to open a fire upon their camp, which he 
executed at about half after seven. This being the signal of 
attack, gem~ral Coffee's men, with their usual impetuosity, 
rushed on the enemy's right, and entered their camp, while 
our right advanced with equal ardor. There can be but 
little doubt that we should have succeeded on that occasion 
with our inferiot· force, in destroying or c2pturing the enemy' 
bad not a thick fog, which arose about eight o'clock, occa~ 
sioned some confusion among the different corps. Fearing the 
consequences, under this circumstance, of the further prosecu. 
tion of a. night attack with troops then acting tagether for the 
first time, I ~ontented my.sdf with lying on the field that night; 
and at four m the mormng assumed a stronger position about 
two miles nearer to the city. At this position I remain en
camped, waiting the arrival of the Kentucky militia, and other 
reinforcements. As the safety of the city will depend on the 
fate of this army, it must not be incautiously exposed. 

In this affair, the whole corps under my command deserve 
the greatest credit. The best compliment I can pay to general 

' 
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Coffee and his brigade, is to say they behaved as they have 
always done "bile under my command. The 7th, led by ~ajor 
Peire, and the 44th, commanded by colonel Ross, distinguished 
themselves. The battalion of city militia, commanded by major 
Plauche, realized my anticipatioos, and behaved like veterans. 
Savary's volunteers manifested great bravery; and the company 
of city riflemen, having penetrated into the midst of the enemy's 
camp, were surrounded, and fought their way out with the 
greatest heroism, bringing with them a number of prisoners. 
The two field-pieces were well served by the officer command
ing them. 

All my officers in the line did their duty, and I have every 
reason to be satisfied with the whole of my field and staff. Co. 
lonels Butler and Piatt, and major Chotard, by their intrepidity, 
saved the artillery. Colonel Haynes was every where that duty 
or danger called. I was deprived of the services of one of my 
aides, captain Butler, whom I was obliged to station, to his 
great regret, in town. Captain Reid, my other aide, and Messrs. 
Livingston, Duplessis and Davezac, who had Tolunteered their 
services, faced danger wherever it was to be met, and carried 
my orders with the utmost promptitude. 

We made one major, two subalterns, and 63 privates pri. 
soners; aud the enemy's loss in killed and wounded must have 
been at least -. My own loss I have not as yet been able to 
ascertain with exactness, but suppose it to amount to 100 in 
killed, wounded, and missing. Among the former I have to 
lament the loss of colonel Lauderdale, of general Coffee's bri
gade, who fell while bravely fighting. Colonels Dyer and 
Gibson, of the same corps, were wounded ; and major Kan
naugh taken prisoner. 

Colonel Delaronde, major Villere of the Louisiana militia, 
major Latour of engineers, having no command, volunteered 
their serTices, as did Drs. Kerr and Flood, and were of treat 
assistance to me. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ANDREW JAC.KSON. 

,,,.,.,,,,.,,.,,,,.,. 

No. 86. 

-Report of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the army under 
the command of major-general .Andrew J ackson, in the ac
tion of the 23d of December, 1814, with the enemy. 

Killed ;-artillerymen, 1; 7th United States• infantr~, 1 lieutenant, 
.1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 4 privates; 44th ditto, 7 pnvates; general 
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Coffee's brigade volunteer mounted gun-men, I lieutenan~eolonel, 1 
captain, l lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 4 privates.-Total, 2+. 

·wounded ;-general staff, t colonel; 'fth United States' .infantry, l 
captain, l ensign, I serjeant, 2 corporals, 23 privates; 44th dt,tto, ~lieu
tenants, 3 serjeants, 2 corp01 als, 19 privates; general Coffee s brtgade, 
l colonel, 2 lieutenant-colonels, I captain, 2 lieutenants! I quarter
master-serjeant, 3 ieJ:jeants, 2 corporals, J musician, 30 pnvatel>; New 
Orleans volunteer corps, 1 captaiu, 2 se~jeflnts, 7 privates; volunteers 
of colour, 1 adjutant and 6 privates.- Total, wounded, 115: . 

J.I;Iissing ;-general Coffee's brigade, 1 major, 2 captams, 3 lieute
nants, 1 quarter-master, 3 ensigns or cornets, 4 serjeanu;, 1 corporal, 2 
musician~, 57 privates.-Total, missing, 74. 

No. 87. 

From commodot·e Pat~crson to the .American .~ecretary of the 
nav9. 

Sm, U. S. ship Louisiana, Dec. 2R. 18l4. 
I have the honor to inform you, that on the 't3d instant, 

while at the bayou St. J oho, examining the batteries erecting 
there by the navy, under the superintendanee of captain Hen
ley, of the Carolina, I learnt that information had been 
received by general J ackson, that the enemy had penetrated 
through bayou Bienvenu with a large force, and effected a land
ing at general Villere's plantation on the banks. of the Missis
sippi, ~ hich upon application to the general proved tb be true. 
The alarm was immediately given in town, and the troops put 
in motion; 1 repaired on board the l ' nited States' schooner 
Caroli11a, with captain Henley, and after ordering the Louisi. 
ana, commanded by lieutenant-commandant C. B. Thompson, 
to follow me, at 4 P. M. weighed, and it being calm, dropped 
dO\\ n with the current; at about half past six l received a 
request from general Jackson, through .Mr. Edward J. .. h·ing
stou, his aide de camp, to anchor a-breast of the enemy's 
camp, which he pointed out, and opened a fire upon them. It 
continuing calm, got out sweeps. and a few minutes after, hav
ing been frequently hailed hy the enemy's sentinels, anchored, 
veered out a long- scope of cable, sheered close in shore a-breast 
of their camp, and commenced a heavy (and as 1 have since 
learned most des tructive) fire from our starboard battery and 
s~all ~rms, which w~s returned most spiritedly hy the enemy 
w1th Congreve rockets and musketry from their whole force 
when .after about 40 minutes of most incessant fire, the enem; 
was silenced; the fire from our batterv was continued till nine 
o'clock upon th£' enemy's flank while ·engaged in the field with 
o~r army, at which hour ceased firing, supposing, from the 
dHrtancc of the enemy's fire, (for it was too dark to see any 



APPENDIX. .537 

thing on shore,) that they had retreated beyond the. range of 
our guns-weighed and swept across the river, in hopes of a 
breeze the next morning, to enable me to renew the attack upon 
the enemy, should they be returned to their encampment; but 
was disappointed on the 24th, by a light air from north-north. 
west, which, towards the evening, hauled toward north-west, 
and blew a heavy gale, compelling me to remain during the 
24th, 2bth, and 'L6th, at anchor in a position a-breast of the 
enemy, althou~h every possible exertion was made by captain 
Henley to warp the schooner up, without success, from the 
extreme rapidity of the current occasioned by the very uncom
mon rise of the river. On the afternoon of the ~6th, at the 
request of general lackson, I visited him at his head-quarters, 
and went from . thence to town, to equip and arm with two 
32-pountlers, such merchant vessels in port, as I might find 
capable of supporting them. During the 24th, 25th, and 26th, 
fired at the enemy whenever they could be seen. Owing to the 
calmness of the night of the 23d, the Louisiana could not joil). 
me till the morning of the 24th, when she fortunately anchored 
about one mile above the Carolina. By the fire from the enemy 
on the night of the 23d, one man only was wounded, and very 
little injury done to the hull, sails, and rigging; in her bulwarks 
were a great number of musket-balls, several in her masts and 
top-masts, and through her main-sail. Nothing could exceed 
the ince sant fire from the Carolina, which alone can be attri
buted to the high state of discipline to which ca!Jtain Henley has 
brought her crew. Of him, lieutenants Norris and Crawley, 
and sailing-master Hailer, I cannot speak in too high terms; 
the petty officers and crew behaved with that cool determined 
courage and zeal which has so strongly characterized the Ameri
can tars in the pre3ent war. I have the honor to be, &c. 

D. T. PATTERSON . 

.,..,,,,,,.,,,,,,1# 

No. 88. 

From eaptain Henley to comm.'Jdore Patterson. 

Sm, New Orleans, Dec. 28, 1814. 
I have the honor to inform you, that after you left here 

on the '26th instant, in pursuance to your order, every pos
sible exertion was made to move the schooner Carolina. 
higher up the river, and near general Jackson's camp, without 
success; the wind being at N.N. W. and blowing fresh, and 
too scant to get unuer weigh, ancl the current too r~pid to 
move her by warping, which I had enueavoured to do wtth my 
crew. 
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At day~oligbt on the morning of the 27th tlie enemy opened 
11pon the Carolina a battery of five guns, from which they 
threw shells and hot snot ; returned their fire with the long 
:fc:l-pounder, the only gtin on board which could reach across 
the river, the remainder of her battery being light 12-pound 
carronades. 

The air being light and at north, rendered it impossible to 
get under way; the second shot fired by the enemy lodged in 
the schooner's main-hold under her cables, and in sueh a situ. 
ation as not to be come at, and fired her, which rapidly pro
gressed. Finding that hot shot were passing thFough l1er cabin 
and filling room, which contained a considerable quantity of 
powder; her bHlwarks all knoc&ed down by the enemy's shot, 
the vessel in a sinking situation, and the fire increasing, and 
expecting every moment that she would blow up, at a little 
after sun-rise I reluctantly gave orders for the crew to abandon 
ller, which was effected, with the loss of one killed and six 
wounded. A short time after I had succeeded in getting the 
crew on shore, I had the extreme mortification of seeing her 
blow up. 

It affords me great pleasure to acknowledge the able assist
ance I received from lieutenants Norris and Crawley, and 
sailing-master HaUer, and to say that my officers and crew 
behaved on this occasion, as well as on the 23d, when under 
your own eye, in a most gallant manner. 

Almost every article of clothing belonging to the officers and 
crew, from the rapid progress of the fire, was iRvolved in the 
destruction of the vessel. I have the houor to be, &c. 

JOHN D. HENLEY. 
P. S. I have not made out a detailed account of the action on 

the night of the 23d, as you were on board during the whole 
action. 

No. 89. 

From major-general J ackson to the .American secretary at war. 

Head-quarters, seventh military district, 
Sm, Camp below New Orleans, Dec. 'lY, 1814 • 

. The ene~y sucseeded on the 27th in blowing up the Caro .. 
llna (she bemg becalmed) by means of hot shot from a land 
battery which he ha~ erected in the night. Emboldened by this 
event, he mar~h~d his whole force the next day up the levee, in 
the hope of drmng us from our position, and with this view, 
O!lened upon us, at the distance of about half a mile, his bombs 
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and rockets. He was repulsed, however, with considerable 
loss; not less, it is believed, than 120 in killed. Our's was 
inconsiderable; not exceeding half a dozen killed, and a dozen 
wounded. 

Since then he has not ventured to repeat his attempt, though 
lying close together. There has been frequent skirmishing 
between our piquets. 

1 lament that I have not the means of carrying on more 
offensive operations. The Kentucky troops have not arrived, 
and my etfective force at this point does not exceed 3000. 
Their's must be at least double; 60 prisoners and deserters 
agreeing in the statement that 7000 landed from their boats. 

ANDREW JACKSON • 

..,.,.,,,,,,.,...,..,..,..,,,. 

No. 90. 

From commodore Patterson to the American secretar:y of the 
nav:y. 

V. S. ship Louisiana, four miles below New Orleans, 
Sm, 29th December, 1814 . 

I have tbe honor to inform you, that on the morning of the 
28th instant, at about half past seven, perceived our advanced 
guard retreating towards our lines-the enemy pursuing; fired 
shot, shells, and rockets, from field artillery, with which they 
advanced on the road behind the levee; sprung the ship to 
bring the starboard guns to bear upon the enemy; at 25 minutes 
past eight .A..l\1. the enemy opened their fire upon the ship with 
shells, hot shot, and rockets, which was instantly returned with 
great spirit, and much apparent effect, and continueJ without 
intermission until one P. M. when the enemy slackened their 
fire, and retreated with a part of their artillery from each of 
their batteries, evidently with great loss. Two attempts were 
made to screen one heavy piece of ordnance mounted behind 
the levee, with which they threw hot shot at the ship, and 
which had been a long time abandoned before they succeeded 
in recovering it, and then it must have been with very great 
loss, as I distinctly saw, with the aid of my glass, several shot 
strike in the-midst of the men (seamen) who were employed 
dragging it away. At three P. M. the enemy were silenced; 
at four P. M. ceased firing from the ~>hip, the enemy having 
retired beyond the range of her guns. Many of their shot 
passed over the ship, and their shells burst over her decks, which 
were strewed with their fragments; yet, after an incessant can
nonading of upwards of lieven hours, during which time ~00 
shot were fired from the ship, one man only was _ wounded 
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slightly, by a piece of a shell, and one shot passed between the 
bowsprit and heel of the jib.boom. 

The enemy drew up his whole force, evidently with an inten
tion of assaulting general Jackson's lines, under cover of his 
heavy cannon; but his cannonading being so warmly returned 
from the lines and ship Louisiana, caused him, I presume, to 
abandon his project, as he retired without making the attempt. 
You will have learned by my former letters, that the crew of 
the Louisiana is composed of men of all nations, (English 
excepted,) taken from the streets of New Orleans not a fort
night before the battle; yet I never knew guns better served, 
or a more animated fire, than was supported from her. 

Lieutenant C. C. B. Thompson deserves great credit for the 
discipline to which in so short a time he had brought such men, 
two-thirds of whom do not understand English. 

General Jackson having-applied for officers and seamen to 
work the heavy cannon on his lines furnished by me, lieute
nants Norris and Crawley, of the late schooner Carolina, 
instantly volunteered, and with the greater part of her crew 
were sent to those cannon, which they sened during the action 
herein detailed. The enemy must have suffered a great loss in 
that day's action, by the heavy fire from this ship and general 
Jackson's lines, where the cannon was of heavy calibre, and 
served with great spirit. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect, 
your obedient servant, 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON • 

..,...,...,..,.,,.,,,,,,.,,. 

No. Ql. 

Repor·t of the killed, :wounded, and mzsszng, of the army 
under the command of maJor.general An drew J ack~on, in 
the action of the 28th of Decembe1·, 1814. 

Killed-General Coffee's brigade. 1 private; New Orleans volunteer 
company, 1 private; general Carrull's division uf Tenncsse militia, 1 
colohel, 1 serjeaut, 5 privates 

Total-9 
.lVounded;-Marines, 1 major; New Orleans ' 'olunteer company, 3 

pnvates; general Carroll's diviswn, 1 lieutenant, S privates. 
Total woull(led-8. 
Total killed, wounded, and missing, on this day-17. 
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No. 92. 

From commodore Patterson to the ~merican secretary of the 
nav:y. 

Marine batteries, five miles below New Orleans, 
SIR, January 2, 1815. 

Finding the advantageous effect which resulted from the 
flanking fire of the enemy from the Louisiana, as detailed in 
my letter of the '19th ultimo, I that night had brought down 
from the navy yard, and mounted in silence, a 24-pounder on 
shore, in a position where it could most annoy the enemy when 
throwing up works on the levee or in the field. On the 30th 

,opened upon the enemy with the 24-pounder, which drove 
them from their works, the ship firing at the same time upon 
their advance, w hi eh retired from the levee, and sheltered itself 
behind houses, &c. The great effect prodttced by the gun on 
shore, induced me on the 31st to land from the Louisiana two 
12~pounders, which I mounted behind the levee in the most 
advantageous position, to harass the flank of the enemy in his 
approaches to our lines, and to aid our right. At four A. M. 
the enemy opened a fire upon the left of our line with artillery 
and musketry, which was returned most spiritedly with artillery 
and musketry. At two P. M. the enemy having retired, the 
firing ceased. 

On the first instant, at 10 A. M. after a very thick fog, the 
enemy commenced a heavy cannonading upon general Jackson'& 
lines and my battery, from batteries they had thrown up during 
the preceding night on the levee; which was returned from our 
Jines and my battery, and terminated, after a most incessant 
fire from both parties of nearly five hours, in the enemy being 
silenced and driven from their works; many of their shells 
went immediately over my battery, ancl their shot passed 
through my breast-work and embrazures, without injuring a 
man. On this, as on the 28th, I am happy to say, that my 
officers and men behaved to my entire satisfaction ; but I beg 
Jeave particularly to name acting lieutenant Camphell , acting 
sailing-master John Gates, acting miJshipman Philq> Philil?ert) 
of the Louisiana, and sailing-master Hailer, of the late schooner 
Carolina. I did not drop the Louisiana down w1thin the range 
of their shot, having learnt from deserters that a furnace of 
shot was kept in constant readiness at each of their batteries, to 
burn her; and the guns being of much greater effect on shore, 
her men were drawn to man them, and I was particularly 
desirous to preserve her from the hot shot, as I deemed her of, 
incalculable service to cover the army in the event of general 
Jackson retiring frr)m his present line to those which he had 
thrown up in his rear. 1 have the honor to he, &c. 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 



No. 93. 

Return of the killed, wou'[tded, and missing, of the army 
under the command of major-general Andrew J ackson, in 
the action of the 1st of January, 1814. 

Killed ;-Artillery, navy, and l'olunteers, at h~tteries, 8 privates; 44th 
.litto, 1 private; L:eneral Coffee's brigade, 1 serJeant; general Carroll'_s 
division, 1 private. 

Total-11. 
Wounded ;-Artillery, navy, and volunteers at batteries, 8; 7t_h 

United States' infantry, 1 private; 44th ditto, 3; general Coffee's hn· 
gade, 2; New Orleans' volunteers, 3 privates; gener~l C_arroll's divi
sion, 1 sergeant, 2 privates; volunteers ~f colour, 1 heutenant, 1 ser• 
jeant, 1 private. 

Total-23. 
Total of killed, wounded, and missing this day-34 • 

.,,,,.,.,,,,.,.,,,,, 

No. 94. 

Return of cag•altiel between the 25th and 31st Dec. 1814. 

Royal artillery ;-4 _rank and tile, killed; 1 lieutenant, 5 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Royal engineers, suppers and miners ;-1 rank and file, w;ounded. 
4thfoot ;-4 rank and file, wounded. 
21stfoot ;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 rank and 6le, wounded. 
44th .foot ;-2 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing. 
85th foot ;-l drummer, 3 rank and file, killed; 2 ensign~, 11 rank 

~nd file, wounded~ 
93d foul ;-2 rank and file, killed; 5 rank and file, wounded. 
IJ5th ,fool. ;-3 rank and file, killed; I serjeant, 3 rank and file, 

wounded ; I rank and file, rnissing. 
1st West India regiment;- 1 captain, killed. 
5th ditto ;-1 rank and file~.- killed ; 2 rank aod file, wounded. 

Total-1 capt<tin, 1 drummer, 14 rank and file, killed; 1 lieute
nant, 2 ensigns, 1 sc:rjeant, 34 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank 
and file, missing. 

Names of officers killed anrl wounded. 
Killed. 

1st West India regiment ;-Captain Francis Collings. 
·wounded. 

Ro_!Jal artille1y ;-:-Lieutenant ~· L. Poynter, slightly. 
85th fool ;-Ens1gn s1r Fredenck Eden, bart. severely· (since dead·) 

ensign Thomas Ormsby, slightly. ' ' 
FRED STOVIN, lieut .• col. 

dep. adj .• gen. 
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No. 95. 

Retunl of casualties betueen the 1st a1Jd 5th January, 1 Sl5. 

R.,yal artillery ;-1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 9 rank and file, killed; 
1i rank and file, wounded • 

.Royal engineers, sappers, and miners;-llieutenan t, killed. 
21st foot ;-1 rank and file, killeu; 1 lieutenant, 4 rank and file, 

wound{'d. 
44th foot ;-l lieutenant, 1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and file, 

wounded. 
85th foot ;-2 rank and file, killed; 2 lieutenants, 4 rank and file, 

wounded. 
93~foot ;-1 serjeant, 8 rank and file, killed; 1lieutenant, 10 rank 

and tile, wounded. 
95th foot;-1 rauk at~d file, killed; 2 rank and file, missing. 
5th West India regiment ;-4 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, 

wounded. 
Total-3 lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 27 rank and file, killed; 4 lieu

tenants, 40 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank and file, mjssing. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed. 
Royal artillery ;-Lieutenant Alexander R::~msay. 
Royal engineers ;-Lieutenant Peter \V right. 
44thfoot ;-Lieutenant John Blakeney. 

Wounded. 
2hl foot ;-Lieutenant John Leavock, slightly. 
85th foo t ;-Lieutenant Rouert Charlton, severely; lieutenant J. W. 

Boys, slightly. 
93dfoot ;-Lieutenant Andrew Phaup, severel.v (since dead). 

FRED. STOV IN, leut •• col. 
dep.-adj.'-gcn. 

No. 96. 
From major-general Lambert to earl Bathurst. 

Camp, in front of the enemy's lines, below 
MY LORD, New Orleans, Jan. 10, Uin5. 

It becomes my duty to lay before your lordship, the proceed
ings of the force lately employed on the coast of Louisiana, 
under the command of major-general the honourable Sir E. M. 
Pakenham, K.B. and acting in concert with vice-admiral the 
bonorable sir A. Cochrane, K.B. 

The report which I enclose from major-general Keane, ~ill 
pot your lordship in possession of the occurrences wh•c.h 
took place until the arrir al of major-general the bonorable Slf , 
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E. Parkenham to assume the command ; from that period I send 
an extract of the journal of major Forrest, assistant-quarter. 
roastE!r.general, up to the time of the joining of the troops, 
(which sailed on the 26th of October last under my command,) 
and which was on the tHh January; and from that period, I 
shall detail, as well as I am able, the subsequent events. 

I found the army in position, in a flat country, with the 
Mississippi on its left, and a thick extensive wood on its right, 
and open to its front, from which the enemy's line was quite 
distinguishable. 

It seems sir E. Pakenham had waited for the arrival of the 
fw;iliers and 43d regiment, in order to make a general attack 
upon the enemy's line; and on the 8th, the army was formed 
for that object. 

In order to give your lordship as clear a view as I can, I shall 
state the position of the enemy. On the left bank of the river 
it was simply a straight line of about a front of 1000 yards with 
a parapet, the right resting on the river, and the left on a wood 
which had· been made impracticable for any body of troops to 
pass. This line was strengthened by flank works, and bad a 
canal of about four feet deep generally, but not altogether of 
an equal width ; it was supposed to narrow towards their left : 
about eight heavy guns were in position on this line. The 
Mississippi is here about 800 yards acro~s ; and they had o.n 
the right bank a heavy battery of 12 guns, which enfiladed the 
whole front of the position on the left bauk. 

Preparations were made on our side, by very com.iderable 
labor, to clear out and widen a canal that communicated with 
a stream by which the boats had passed up to the place pf dis
embarkation, to open it into the .Mississippi, by which means 
troops could be got over to the right bank, and the eo-opera. 
tion of armjld boats could be secured. 

The disposition for the attack was as follows :-a corps, 
consisting of the 85th light infantry, 200 seamen, and -100 
marines, the 5th \Vest India regiment, and four pieces of artil
lery, under the command of colonel Thorn ton, of the 85th, was 
to pass over during the night, and move along the right bank 
towards New Orleans~ clearing its front until it reached the 
flanking battery of the enemy on that side, which it had orders 
to carry. 

The assailing of the enemy's line in front of us, was to be 
made by the brigade composed of the 4th, 21st, and 44th 
r~giments, with three companies of the !)5th under major. 
general Gibbs, and by the 3d brigade, consisting of the 93d 
two companies of the 95th, and two companies of the fusileers' 
and 43d, under major-general Keane; some black troops wer; 
destined to skirmish in the woorl on -the right; the prmci pal 
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attack was to be made by major-general Gibbs; the 1st bri .. 
gadc, consisting of the fusileers and 43d, formed the reserve; 
~be attacking columns were to be provided with fascines, sca). 
mg-ladders, and rafts; the whole to be at their stations before 
day light. An ad vanccd battery in our front, of six tU- pounders, 
was thrown up during the night, about 800 yards from the 
~nemy's line. The atlack vras to be made at the earliest hour. 
Unlooked-for difficultie.~, increased hy the falling of the river, 
occasioned considerable delay in the entrance of the armed boats, 
and those destined to land colonel Thornton's corps, by which 
four or five hours were lost, aml it was not until past fiye in 
the morning, that the lst division, consisting of 500 men, were 
over. The ensemble of the general movement was lost, and in 
a point which was of the last importance to the attack on the 
left bank of the river, although colonel Thornton, as your 
lordship will see ill his report, \\ hich l enclose, ably executed 
in every particular his instructions, and fully justified the con-
1idence the commander of the forces placed in his abilities. The 
dday attending that corps occasioned some on the left bank, and 
the attack did not take place until the columns were discernible 
from the enemy's lines at more than 200 yards distance; as 
they advanced, a continued and most galling fire was opened 
from every part of their line, and from the battery on the right 
bank. 

The brave commander of the forces, who never in his life 
could refrain from being at the post of honor, and sharing the 
dangers to which the troops were exposed, as soon as from his 
station he had made the signal for the troops to advance, gal
loped on to the front to animate them by his presence, and he 
was seen, with his hat eff, encouraging them on the crest of 
the glacis; it was there (almost at the same time) he recei~ed 
two wounds, one in his knee, and another, whiah was almost 
instantly fatal, in his body; he fell ia the arms of major 
M' Dougall, his aide de camp. The effect of this in the sight of 
the troops, together with major-general Gibhs and major-gene
ral Keane being hoth borne off wounded at the same time, with 
many other commanding officers, and further, the preparations 
to aid in crossing the ditch not being so forward as they ought 
to have been, from, perhaps, the men being wounded who were 
~arrying them, caused a wavering in the column, which in such 
a situation became irreparable; and as I advanced with the 
reserve, at about 250 yards from the line, I bad the mortifica
tion to observe the whole falling back' u poo me in the greatest 
confusion. 

In this situation, finding that no impression had been made, 
that though many men had reached the ditch, and were either 
drowned or obliged to surrender, and that it was impossible to 

VOL. 11. N N 
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restore order in the regiments where they were, I placed the 
reserve in position, until I could obtain such information as 
to determine me how to act to the best of my judgment, and 
whether or not I should resume the attack, and if so, I felt it 
could be done only by the resene. The confidence I have in 
the corps composing it would have encouraged me greatly, 
though not without loss, which might have made the attempt 
of serious consequence, as I know it · was the opinion of the 
late distin~uished commander of the forces, that the carrying of 
the first line would not be the least arduous service. After 
making the best reflections I was capable of, I kept the ground 
the troops then held, and went to meet vice-admiral sir Alex· 
ander Cochrane, and to tell him, that under all the circnm. 
1tances I did not think it prudent to renew the attack that day. 
At about 10 o'clock, I learnt of the success of colonel Thorn • . 
ton's corps on the right bank. I sent the commanding officer 
of the artillery, colonel Dicksonf to examine the situation of 
the battery, and to report if it was tenable; but informing me 
that he did not think it could be held with security by a smaller 
corps than 2000 men, I consequently ordered lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins, on whom the command had devolved, (colonel Thoro. 
ton being wounded,) to retire. 

The army remained in position until night, in order to gain 
time to destroy the 18-pounder battery we had constructed the 
preceding night in advance. I then gave orders for the troops 
resuming the ground they occupied previous to the attack. 

Our loss has been very severe, but I trust it will not be con
sidered, notwithstanding the failure, that this army has suffered 
the military character to be tarnished. I am satisfied, had I 
thought it right to renew the attack, thaf the troops would have 
advanced with cheerfulness. The services of both army and 
navy, since their landing on this coast, have been arduous 
beyond any thing I have ever witnessed, and difficulties hne 
been got over with an assiduity and perseverance beyond all 
example by all ranks, and the most hearty co-operation has 
existed between the two services. 

It is not necessary for me to expatiate to you upon the loss 
the army has sustained in major-general the honorable sir E. 
Pakenham, commander-in-chief of this force, nor could I in 
adequate terms. His services and merits are so well known, 
that I have only, in common with the whole army, to express 
my sincere regret, and which may be supposed at this moment to 
Coll\e particularly home to me. 

Major-gen_eral Gibbs, who died of his wounds the following 
tlay, and maJOr-general Keane, who were both carried off the 
field within 20 yards of the glacis, at the head of their brigades 
sufficiently speak at such a moment how they were conductio~ 
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themselves. I am happy to say major-general Keaue is doing 
well. 

Captain Wylly, of the fusileers, military secretary to the late 
commander of the forces, will have the honor of de)i,·ering to 
rour lordship these despatches. Knowing how much he en-
oyed his esteem, and was in his confidence from a long expe. 

rience of his talents, I feel I cannot do less than pay this tribute 
to what I conceive would be the wishes of his late general, and 
to recommend him strongly to your lordship's protection. 

I have, &c. 
JOHN LAMBERT, 

Major-general, commanding. 

,,,.,,,,,,.,,.,..,,..# 

No. 97. 
From col9rJel Thornton to major-general the lwnorable sir 

Edu:ard Palcenham. 

Redoubt, on the right bank of the 
siR, Mississippi, Jan. 8, 1815. 

I lose no time in reporting to you the success of the troop 
which you were yesterday pleased to place under my orders, 
with the view of attacking the enemy's reuoubt and position ou 
this side of the river. 

It is within your O\VD knowledge, that the difficulty had been 
found so extremely great of dragging the boats through the 
canal which had been lately cut with so much labor to the 
Mississippi, that, notwithstanding every possible exertion for 
the purpose, we were unable to proceetl across the river until 
eight hours after the time appointed, and even then, with only 
a third part of the force which you had allotted for the service. 

The current was so strong, and the difficulty, in consequence, 
of keeping thf! boats together, so great, that we only reached 
this side of the river at day-break~ and, by the time the troops 
1vere disembarked, which was effected without any molestation 
from the enemy, I perceived by the flashes of the guns, that 
your attack had already commenced. 

This circumstance made me extremely anxious to move for
ward, to prc>en t the destructive enfilading fire, which would, 
of course, be opened on your columns from the enemy's bat. 
tE•ries on tbis side; and I proceeded '' ith the greatest possible 
expedition, strengthened and secured on my right .flank by 
three gun-boab, under captain Roberts of the navy, whose 
zeal and exertions on this occasion were as unremitted as his 
arrangements in embarking the troops, and in keeping th~ 
boats together in crossing the river, were cxccllcn t. 

N:S2 



548 APPENDIX. 

The enemy made no opposition to our advance, until we 
reached a piquet, posted behind a bridge, at about 500 paces 
from the house in the Orange grove, and secured by a small 
work, apparently just thrown up. 

This piquet was very soon forced and driven in by a division 
of the 85th regiment, under captain Schaw, of that regiment, 
forming the advanced guard, and whose mode of attack for the 
purpose was prompt and judicious to a degree. 

Upon my arrival at the Orange Grove, I bad an oppor. 
tunity of reconnoitring, at about 700 yards, the enemy's posi
tion, which I found to be a very formidable redoubt on the 
bank of the river, with the right flank secured by an entrench. 
ment extending back to a thick wood, and its line protected 
by an incessant fire of grape. Under such circumstances it 
seetued to me to afford the best prospect of success, to endea· 
vour to turn his right at the wood; and I accordingly detached 
two divisions of the 85th, under brevet lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins, to effect that object, which he accomplished with his 
usual zeal and judgment, whilst 100 sailors, under captain 
Money, of the royal navy, who, I am sorry to say, was 
severely wounded, but whose conduct was particularly distin
guished on the occasion, threatened the enemy's left, supported 
by the division of the 85th regiment, under captain Schaw. 

When these divisions had gained their proper position, I 
deployed the column composed of two divisions of the 85th 
regiment, under major Deshon, whose conduct I cannot soffi. 
ciently commend, and about 100 men of the royal marines, 
under major Adair, also deserving of much commendation, and 
moved forward in line, to the attack of the centre of the 
intrenchment. 

At first, the enemy, confident in his own security, shewed a 
good countenance, and kept up a heavy fire, but the determi
nation of the troops which I had the honour to command, to 
overcome all difficulties, compelled him to a rapid and disorderly 
flight, leaving in our possession his redoubts, batteries, and 
position, with 16 pieces of ordnance, and the colors of the 
New Orleans regiment of militia. 

Of t~e ordnance taken, I enclose the specific return of major 
Mitchell, of the royal artillery, who accompanied and afforded 
me much assistance, by his able directions of the firing of some 
rockets, it not having been found practicable, in the first 
instance, to bring over the artillery attached to his command. 

I shall have the honor of sending you a return of the casualties 
that have occurred, as soon as it is possible to collect them, but 
I am happy to say they are extremely inconsiderable when the 
strength of the position and the number of the enemy are con-

' . 
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tidered, which our prisoners, (about 30 in number) agree in 
stating from 1500 to !000 men, commanded by general 
M organ. 

I should be extremely wanting both in justice and in grati. 
tude, were I not to request your particular notice of the officers 
whose names I have mentioned, as well a& of major Blanchard, 
of the royal engineers, and lieutenant Peddie, of the 27th regi. 
ment, deputy.assistant-quarter.master-general, whose zeal and 
intelligence I found of the greatest service. 

The wounded men are meeting with every degree of attention 
and humanity by the medical arrangements of staff-surgeoD 
Baxter. 

The enemy's camp is supplied with a great abandancc of 
provisions, and a very large store of all sorts of ammunition. 

On moving to the attack, I received a wound, which shortly 
nfter my reaching the redoubt, occasioned me such pain and 
stiffness, that I have been obliged to give over the command of 
the troops on this side to lieutenant-colonel Gubbins, of the 
85th light infantry; but, as he has obtained some reinfQrce
ment, since the attack, of sailors and marines, and has taken 
the best precautions to cover and secure his position, I will be 
answerable, from my knowledge of his judgment and expe
rience, that he will retain it, until your pleasure and further 
orders shall be communicated to him. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
,V, THORNTON, colonel, 

To major-gen. the hon. sir E. l\1. lieut.·c(.ll, 85th reg. 
Pakenha.m, K.B. &c • 

.,.,..,,,.,.,,,,,,.,...,# 

No. 98. 

Return of the ordnance taken from the enemy by a detal'hment 
of the army acting on the Right Bank of the Mississippi, 
under the command of colonel Thornton. 

Redoubt, Right Bank of the .Missis~ippi, 
January 8, 1815. 

I brass 10-inch howitzer, 2 brass 4-pounder field pieces, 3 24-pound· 
ers, 3 12-pounders, 6 9-pounders, 1 12-pounder carrona<lc, not 
mounted. 

On the howitzer is inscribed, " Taken at the surrender of York 
Town, 1781." 

J. MITCHELL, maj. capt. reyal-artil. 
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No. 99. 

From vice.admiral Cocltrane to Mr. Croker. 

Sxa, Armide, off Isle au Chat, January 18, 1815. 
An unsuccessful attempt to gain possession of the enemy's 

lines near New Orleans, on the 8th instant, having left me to 
deplore the fall of major-general the honorablc sir Edward 
Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs; and deprived the service 
of the present assistance of major-general Kcane, who is 
severely wounded, I send the Plantagenet to England, to convey 
a despatch from major-general Lambert, upon whom the com
mand of the army ha,; devolved, and to inform my lords commi~>
sioners of the Admiralty of the operations of the combined 
forces siflce my arrival upon this coast. 

The accompanying letters, Nos. 163 and 169, of the 7th and 
16th ultimo, will acquaint their lordships of the proceedings 
of the squadron to the 15th of December. 

The great distance from the anchorage of the frigates and 
troop ships to the b:tyou Catalan, which, from the best infor
mation we could gain, appeared to offer the most secure, and 
was, indeed, the only unprotected spot whereat to effect a dis
embarkation, and our means, even with the addition of the 
captured enemy's guu~vessels, ortly affording us transport for 
half the army, exclusive of the supplies that were required, it 
became necessary, in order to have support for the division that 
would first land, to assemble the whole at some intermediate 
position, from whence the secondjlivision could be re-embarked 
in vessels brought light into the lake, as near the bayou as 
might be practicable, and remain there uutil the boats could 
land the first diYision and return. 

Upon the 16th, therefore, the advance, commanded by colonel 
Thorn!on, of the 85th regiment, was put into the gun-vessels 
and boats, and captain Gonion, of the Seahorse, proceeded 
with them, and took. post upon the Isle aux Poix, a. small 
swampy spot a.t the mouth of the Pearl river, about 30 miles 
from the anchorage, and nearly the same distance from the 
bayou, where major-general Keane, rear-admiral Codrington, 
and myself joined them on tl•e following day ; meeting the 
gun-vessels ami boats returning to the shipping for troops, and 
supplies of stores and provisions. 

The honorable captain Spencer, of the Carron, and lieute
nant Peddy, of the quarter-mas Ler-general's department, who 
were sent to reconnoitre the bayuu Catalan . now returned with 
a favorable report of its position for di scmbarkinu the army; 
having, with their guide, pulled up in a. cauoe t~ the head of 
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he bayou, a distance of eight miles, and landed within a mile 

and a half of the high road to, and about six miles below New 

~rleans, .where they ct:o~sed the road without meetir.g with any 

10terruption, or percetnug the least preparation on the part 
of the enemy. 

The se,·ere changes of the weather, from rain to fresh gales 

and hard frost, retarding the boats in their repeated passages to 

and from the shipping, it was not until the 21st that (leaving 

on board the greater part of the two black regiments, and the 

dragoons) we could assemble troops and supplies sufficient to 

admit of our proceeding; and, on that day, we commenced 

the embarkation of the econd division in the gun-ve.•sels, such 

of the hired craft as could be brought into the lakes, and the 

Anaconda, which, by the greatest exertions, had been got over 

the shoal passages. 
On the ~2d, these vessels being fille<l_ with about 2400 men, 

the advance, consisting of aboY.t 1600 men, got into the boats, 

and, at eleven o'clock, the whole started, with a fair wind, to 

cross Lac I3orgne. We had not, however, proceeded above 

two miles when the Anaconda grounded, and the hircrl craft 

and gun-vessels taking the ground in succession before they 

llad got within ten miles of the bayou; the advance pushed 

on, and at about midnight reached the entrance. 

A piquet, which the enemy had taken the precaution to 

place there, being surprised and cut off, major-general Keanc, 

with rear-admiral .Malcolm and the advance, movetl up the 

bayou, and having effected a landing at day-break, in the 

courso of the day was enabled to take up a position across the 

main road to New Orleans, between the ri\·er Mississippi and 

the bayou. 
In this situation, about an hour after sun.set, and before the 

boats could return with the second division, an enemy's schoo

ner of 14 guns, and an armed ship of 16-guns, having dropped 

down the .Mississippi, the former commenced a brisk cannon

ading, which was followed up by an attack of the whole of the 

American army. Their troops were, however, beaten back, 

and oblicred to retire with considerable loss, and major-general 

Keane ;dvanceil somewhat beyond ~is former position. As 

soon as the second division was brought up, the gun-vessels and 

boats returned for the remainder of the troops, the small-armed 

seamen and marines of the squadron, and such supplies as were 

required. . 
On the 25th, major-general sir E. Pakenham _and maJOr• 

general Gibbs arrived at bead-quarters, when the former took 

command of the army. 
The schooner which had continued at intervals to annoy the 

troops having been burnt, ou the 27th, by hot shot from our 
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artillery, and the ship having warped farther up the river, th• 
following day the general moved forward to within gun-shot 
of an entrenchment which thl' enemy had newly thrown up, 
extending across th•· cultivated ground from the Mississippi to 
an impassable swampy wood on his leit, a distance of about 
1000 yards. 

It bein~ thouF;ht necessary to bring heavy artillery against this 
work, anJ also against the ship which had cannonaded the army 
when advancing, guns were brought up from the shipping, and 
on the 1st instant batteries were opened; but our fire not 
havin~ the desired effect, the attack was defered until the 
arri,al of the troops under major-general Lambert, which were 
daily expected. 

Major-general Lambert, in the Vengeur, with a conToy of 
transports~ having on. board the 7th and 43d regiments, reached 
the outer anchorage on the 1st, and this reinforcement was all 
brought up to the advance on the 6th instant, while prepara
tions were making for a second attack, in the proposed plan 
for which, it was decided to throw a body of men across the 
river to gain possession of the enemy's guns on the right bank. 
For this purpose the canal by which we were enabled to conduct 
pro•isions and stores to\\'ards the camp, was widened and 
extended to the river, and about !!0 barges, pinnaces, and 
cutters, having, in the day-time of the 7th, boen tracked under 
cover and unperceived, close up to the bank, at night the 
whole were dragged into the Mississippi, and placed under the 
command of captain Roberts of the Meteor. 

The boats having grounded in the canal, a di~tance of 350 
yards from the river, and the bank being composed of wet clay 
thrown out of the canal, it was not until nearly day-light that 
with the utmost possihle exertions, this service was completed. 

The !;6th regiment, with a division of seamen under captain 
Money, and a division of marines under majur Adair, the whole 
amounting to about f>OO men, commanded by colonel Thoroton, 
of the ~5th regiment, were embarked and landed on the right 
bank of the river withont opposition, just after day-light; 
and the armed boats moving up the river as the troops advanced, 
this part of the operations succeeded perfectly; the enemy 
having been driven from every position, leaving behind bim 17 
pieces of cannon. . . 

The great loss, however, sustained by the principal attack 
having induced general Lambert to send orders to colonel 
Tho_rnton to retire, after spiking the guns and destroying the 
carraa~es, the whole were re-emharkcd and brouaht back, and 
~he boats by a similar process of hard labor were ~g!lin dragged 
lnto the canal, and from thence to the bayou, conveying at 
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the same time such of the wounded as it was thought requisite 
to senJ olf to the hips. 

lfa.jor.general LJ.mbert having determined to withdraw the 
army, m asurrs \\ere taken to re-embark the whole of the 
sick and wounJed, that it was possible to move, and the stores, 
am .uunmon, ordn~nce, &c. With such ~etachments of the army, 
S~dtnt>n, and man~e~, a.; were not Immediately wanted; in 
order that the remainder of the army may retire unincumbered 
and the last dil"ision be furnished with sufficient means of 
transport. 

:l'his arrangement being in a forward state of execution, I 
qUitted head-!.fu.utc rs on the 14th instant, leaving rear-admiral 
1\-Ialcolm to co:du<:t the naval part of ihe operations in that 
quarter, anJ l arrived at this anchorage on the 16th, where I 
am .uranging for the reception of the army, and preparino- tht! 
fle~t for fur ther operations. 

0 

1 must. in com non with the nation, lament the loss which the 
ser"ice hIS ~thtaint>d by the death of major-general the honor
able sir Edwarrl Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs. Their 
great military qualities were justly esti111ated whiiP living, anJ 
thCJr zealo11s devotion to our country's welfare, will be cherished 
as a.n el>.ample to f turt' gen<·rations. 

ln juotice to the officers and men of the squadron under my 
comm.~ond, who have l>een employed upon this expedition, I 
cannot omit to call the attenti•Jn of my lor~s commissioners of 
the Admiralty to the la.boriou!> exerti<~ns and great privations 
which have been willingly and cheerfully borne, by every class, 
for a period of nearly six weeks. 

From the 1 tth of December, when the boats proceeded to 
the attack of the enemy's gun-vessels, to the present time, but 
very few of the officers or mea have ever slept one night ou 

board their ships. 
The whole of the army, with the principal part of its provi

sions, its stores , artillery, ammunition, and the numerous neces
sary appenda. es, have been all transported from the shipping to 
the head of the bayou, a dis tance of 70 miles, chiefly in open 
boa.ts, and are now re-embarking by the same process. The 
hardships, therefore, which the boa1s' crews have undergone, 
from their being kept day and night continually passing and 
repassing in the most changeable and severe weather, have 
rareh been equalled; and it has been highly honorable to both 
services, and most gratifying to myself, to observe the emula-
tion and unanimity which has pervaded the whole. . 

ltear-admiral i\ldlcolm superintended the tlisembarkatwn of 
the army, and the various services performed by ~he boa.ts; and 
it is a duty that 1 fulfil with much pleasure, assun~g theH lord
Jihips that his zeal and exertions upon every occaswn could not 
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be surpas!!ed by any one. I beg leave also to offer my testi
mony to the unwcaried and cheerful assistance afforded to the 
rear-admiral by captains sir Thomas 1\I. Hardy, Dashwood, and 
Gordon, and the several captains and other officers. Rear
admiral Codrington accompanied me throughout this service; 
and I feel much indebted for his able advice and assistance. 

Captain sir Thomas Troubridge, and the officers and seamen 
attached under his command to the army, have conducted 
themselves much to the satisfaction of the generals commanding. 
Sir Thomas Troubridge speaks in the highest terms of the cap
tains and other officers employed under him, as named in his 
Jetter, (a copy of which is enclosed,) reporting their services. 
He particularly mentions captain Money, of the Tran, who, 
I am much concerned to say, had both bones of his leg broken 
by a musket-shot, advancing under a heavy fire to the attack of 
a battery that was afterwards carried. The conduct of captain 
Money at ·Washington, and near Baltimore, where he was 
employed with the army, having before occasioned my noticing 
J1im to their lordships, I beg leave now to recommend him most 
.strongly to their protection. The wound that he has received 
not affording him any probability of his being able to return to 
his duty for a considerable time, I have given him leave of 
absence to go to England; and shall intrust to him my des
patches. 

I have not yet received any official report from the captain 
of the Nymphe, which ship, with the vessrls named in the 
margin, • were sent into the .Mississippi, to create a dil·ersion in 
that quarter. 

The bombs have been for some days past throwing shells 
into fort Placquemain, but I fear without much effect.-! have 
sent to recall such of them as are not required for the blockade 
of the riTer. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 
vice-admiral, and commander in chief. 

J. 'Yilson Croker, esq. &c. -

.,,,.,.,.,,.,,,.,,,,. 

No. 100. 

Return of casualties on the 8th of J anucwy, 1815. 

Geueml sfaR' ;-1 maJ· or-general, 1 captain killed· 2 maJ· or- o-€ne-
l . '.l/ ] " ' ' e ra s, 1 cap tain, 1 1eutenant, woundecl . 
Ro_IJal ariille1y ;-5 rank and file, killed ; 10 r:mk and file, wounded. 
Rayal enginee1·s, sapp ~: 1 ·s , and mine1 s ;-3 rank and file, wounded • . 

• Nymphe, Herald, ..Etna, Meteor, Thistle, Pigmy. 
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J.thfoot ;-1 en~ign, '2 serjeants, 39 rank and file, killed; 1 licute
ntu~t-colonel, 1 maJor, 5 capt:\ins, 11 lieutenants, 4 ensigns, 1 staff, 9 
serJeants, ~'l~ rank and file, wounded; !lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 53 rank 
nnd file, ITIISSIIlg. -

7thfoot ;-:-1 m:~jor, 1 captain, 1 serjeant, 38 rank and file, killed; 2 
c:-.ptaws, 2 lieutenants, 2 serJeants, 47 rank. and and file, wounded. 

21st foot ;-1. ml\jor, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 65 rank and 
file, k11led; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 2 lieutenant<;, 6 serjeants, l 
drummer, 144 rank nnd file, wuunded · 2 captains 'T lieutenants <> ser-. ' ' 'u 
Jeants. 2 drummers, 217 rank and file, missin<T. 

43dfuot ;-2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 8 rankb and file, killed; 2 lieute· 
nants, 3 serje'ants, 3 drummers, 34 rank and file, wounded; 1 captain, 
5 rank and file, mi,sing. 

44th foot ;-1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 serieant, 32 rank and file 
killed; 1 captain, 5 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 5 'se•jeants, 149 rank ancl 
fil~, .wounded; 1 lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 76 rank and file, 
ffilSSIIlg. 

85th foot ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 lieute· 
nant, 3 serjeants, 2 drum mers, 3,! rank and file, wa,unded; 1 rank and 
tile, missing. 

93dfoot ;-1 lieutenant-colonel, 2 captains, 2 serjeants, 58 rank and 
file, killed; 4 captains, 5 lieutenants, 17 serjeants, 3 drummers, 348 
rank and file, wounded; 3 lieutenants, 2 scrjeants, 1 drummer, 99 rauk 
and file, missing. 

95thfuot ;-I serjeant, I 0 r:~nk and file, killed; 2 captains, 5 lieute
nants, ."i serjeants, 89 rank and fi le, wounded. 

R ny'Ll marines ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 c11ptain, 2 lieutenants, 1 
~>e~jeant, 1 '2 rank and tile, wounded. 

R oyol nav:; ;-2 seame11, killed; 1 captain, 18 seamen, wounded. 
lst Jr~:$ t l ndiu regi,nerd; - 5 rank and file, killed; I captain, 2 lieu

tenants, 2 ensigns, 2 serjeants, 16 rank and file, wuunded; 1 rank and 
file, missing. 

5th Tre.>t India 1·egiment ;-I serjeant, wounded. 

Total loos- I major-~eneral, I lieutenant-colonel, 2 majors, 5 cap· 
tains 2 lieutenants, 'G ensigns, 11 seijeants, 1 drummer, 266 
rank 

1
nnd ril e, killed; 2 major-generals,. 3 lieutenant-colo?els, 2 

majors, 18 captains, SS lie utenants, 9 en~tgns, 1 staff, 5 4seqea.nts, 
9 drummers, 11 26 rank and file, wounded; 3 captains,. 12 heu' 
tenants, 13 serjeant~, 4 drumml!rs, 452 rank and file, m1sswg. 

Names of the ol'i.'icers killed, wounded, and missing. 

Ktlled. 

General slaff;-:\Iajor-~eneral the honorable sir ~rh~ard Pakenha~, 
K. B. commander of the forces; captam Thomas \\ 1lkmson, 85th regt-
ment, major of bri~adc. 

4th foot ;-Ensign William Crowe. . 
7thjuot ;- ~\lajor George Kmg; captalll George Henry., . 
21st.foot ;-.\1ajor John Anthony \Vhittal.:er; ,captam ltobert Rcnny; 

(lieutenant-culo~1el ;) and l:eutenantDonald 1\I. Donald., _ 
44th foo t ;-Lteutenant Rowland Dav 1es, ens1gn i\1. JHJ~oskey. . 
93dfoot; -Lieutenant-colon~! ltobcrt Dale; captam fhomas Hick

ins, and captain Alexander l\Iutrbead. 

http://Dav.es
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Wounded. 

General staff;-Maj(!r-general GilDb<J, severely; (since dead;) major
general Keane, severely; captain Henry Thomas Shaw, (4th foot, Lri
~ade-major,) slightly; lieutenant Delacy Evans, (3d dragoons, deputy 
assistant-quarter-master-general,) severely. 

4th foot ;-Lieutennnt-colonel Francis Brooke, slightly; major A. D. 
Faunce, (lieutenant-colonel,) severely; captaiu John Williamson, (ma
jor,) severely; captain Timothy Jones, (lieutenant-colonel,) severely; 
(since dead;) captain John Wynn Fletcher, severely; captain Rohert 
Erskine, severe! y; captain David S. Craig, slightly; lieutenants Ellis, 
Parnal Hopkins, anci Jeffery Salvin, slightly; lieutenants William Henry 
Brooke, Benjamin Martin, and George R1chardson, severely; lieute• 
nants Peter Boulby, and G. H. Hearne, slightly; lieutenants William 
Squire, Charles Henry Farrington, James Marshall, and Henry Andrews, 
severely; ensign Arthur Gerrard, slightly; ensign Thomas Ben well, 
severely; ensigns John S. Fernanrlez, and Edward Newton, slightly; 
lieutenant and adjutant William Richardson, slightly. 

7th foot ;-Captain J. J. A Mull ins, slightly; captain W. Edward 
Page, severely; lieutenant Mat hew Higgins, severely; lieutenant 
Charles Lorentz, slightly. 

21s,t.foot ;-Lieutenant-colonel William Patterson, (colonel,) severely; 
(not dangerously;) Major Alexander James Ross, se,,erely; lieutenant 
John Waters, severely; second lieutenant Alexander Geddes, severely. 

43dfoot ;-Lieutenant John Myricke, severt:ly; (left leg amputated;) 
lieutenant Duncan Campbell, severely. 

44th foot ;-Captain Henry Dehbeig, (lieutenant-colonel,) slightly; 
lieutenant \Villiam Maclean, slightly; lieutenants Robert Smith, Henry 
Brush, Richard Phelan, and William Jones, severely; ensigns James 
White, B. L. Hayden, and John Donaldson, severely. 

85th foot ;-Lieutenant-colonel Williarn Thoruton, (colonel,) se
verely (not dangerously). 

9Sd foot ;-Captains Richard Ryan, P. 0. K. Boulger, Alexander 
M'Kenzie, and Henry Ellis, severely; lieutenants H. H. M•Lean, Ri
chard Sparke, and David M·Pherson, sligbtly; lieutenants Charles 
Gordon, and John Hay, severely. 

95th foot ;-Captain James Travers, severely; captain Nicholas Tra
vers, slightly; lieutennnts John Reynolds, sir John RiLton, John Gas
sett, \V. Blackhouse, and Robert Bnrker, severely. 

Ro!Jal marines;-Captain Gilbert Elliott, slightly; lieutenants Henry 
Ell10tt, and Charles Morgan, slightly. 

1st TVMt India regiment; -Captain Isles, severely; lieutenants 
~'DonaiJ and 1\lorgan, severely; ensign Millar, slightly; ensign Pil
l; mgton, Stverely . 

. Ro.~al navy ;-Captain Money, of his majesty's ship Trave, severely; 
rmdshtpman Mr. Wuolcombe, Tonnant, severely. 

93dfoot ;-Volunteer John Wilson, slightly. 

Missing. 
~thfoot.;-Lieutenant Edmund Field, se\·erely, wounded and taken 

prtsoner. 
- . '). lstfoot ;-Captain J ames l\l'Hnffie; (major;) captain Archibald 
K~dd; lteute.nants James Stewart, and Alexander Armstrong, taken 
pnsoners; lieutenant James Brady, wounded, and taken prisoner; 
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lieutenant John Leav?ck, tak~n priioner; lieutenant Ralph Carr, 

"'c:'unded, and tak~n pmoner; heute~ant J. S. M. Fonblanque, taken 

pr1soner; second h~utenant Pet~r Qum, wounded, and taken prisoner. 

;tSdfoot ;-Captam Robert S1mpson, severaly, wounded, and taken 

pnsoner. 
44th foot ;-Lieutenant William Kni~ht. 

_93dfoot;-Lieutenants George Mun~o, John M'Donald, and Benja

mlu Gra\·es, severely wounrled; volu11teer B. Johnston. 

FRED STOVIN, lieut.-col. dep •• adj.-gen • 

.,..,,,,,.,,.,,,,.,.,,. 

No. 101. 

From major-gen. J ackson to the American secretary at war. 

Camp, four miles below Orleans, 

SxR, January 9, 1815. 

During the days of the 6th and 7th, the enemy had been 

actively employed in making preparations for an attack upon 

my lines. With inliuite labour they had succeeded on the night 

of the 7th in getting their boats across f re> m the lake to the river, 

by wideniug and deepening the canal on which they had effected 

their disembarkation. It had not been in my power to impede 

these operations by a general attack-added to other reasons, 

the nature .of the troops under my command, mostly militia, 

rendered it too hazardous to attempt extensive offensive move

ments in an open country, again st a nureerous and well-disci

plined army. Although my fo rces, as to number, had been 

increased by the arrival of the Kentucky division, my strength 

had receiTed very little addition: a small portion only of that 

detachment being provided with arms. Corn pelled thus to 

wait the attack of the enemy, I took every measure to repel it 

when it should be made, and to defeat the object he had in 

viw. General M organ, with the Orleans contingent, the Louisi

a.na. militia, and a strong detachment of the Kentucky troops, 

occupied an intrenched camp on the opposite side of the river, 

protected by strong batteries on the bank, erected and superiu. 

tended by commodore Patterson. 
In my encampment every th ing was ready for ac ti on, when 

early on the morning of th e 8th the enemy, after throwing a 

l1eavv shower of bombs and Congreve rockds, advanced their 

colu'~ns on my right and lef t, to storm my in trench ments. I 

cannot speak sufficiently in praisP of the firm ness and dellbcra

tion with which my whole line received th eir app roach. More 

could not have been expected from veterans inured to war,_;. 

For an hour the fire o f the small arms was as incessan t and 

se rcre as can b~ imagioeu. T he artillery, too, di rcctet l by 
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officers who displayed equal skill and courage, did great execu
tion. Yet the columns of the enemy continued to advance with 
a firmness which reflects upon them the greatest credit. Twice 
the column which approached me on my left was repulsed by 
the troops of general Carroll, those of general Coffee and a 
division of the Kentucky militia, and twice they formed again, 
and renewed the assault. At length, however, cut to pieces, 
they fled in confusion from the field, leaving it covered with 
their dead and wounded. The loss which the enemy sustained 
on this occasion cannot be estimated at less than 1500 in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. Upwapls of 300 have already been 

. delivered over for burial; and my men are still engaged in pick
ing them up within my lines, and carrying them to the point 
where the enemy are to receive them. This is in addition to 
the dead and wounded whom the enemy have been enabled to 
carry from the field during and since the action, and to those 
who have since died of the wounds they received. \Ve have 
taken about 500 prisoners, upwards of 300 of whom are 
wounded, and a great part of them mortally. .My loss has not 
exceeded, and I believe has not amounted, to 10 killed, and as 
many wounded. The entire destruction of the enemy's army 
was now inevitable, had it not been for an unfortunate occur
rence, which at this moment took place on the other side of 
the river. Simultaneously with his advance upon my lines, he 
had thrown over in his boats a considerable force to the other 

.side of the river. The~e having landed, were hardy enough to 
advance against the works of general Morgan; and, whaf is 
strange and difficult to account for, at the very moment when 
their entire discomfiture was looked for with. a confidence ap
proaching to certainty, the Kentucky reinforcements, in whom 
so much reliance had been placed, ingloriously fled, drawing 
after them, by their example, the remainder of the forces; and 
thus yielding to the enemy that most formidable position. The 
batteries which had rendered me, for many days, the most 
importaFit service, though bravely defended, were, of course, 
now abandoned; not, however, until the guns had been spiked. 

This unfortunate rout h::td totally changed the aspect of 
affairs. The enemy now occupied a position from which they 
might annoy us without hazard, aml by means of which they 
might have been able to defeat, in a great measure, the effects 
of our success OR this side the river. lt became therefore an 
object of the first consequence to disl odge him as soon as pos
sible. For this object, all the means in my power, which I 

· could with any safety u~e, were immeJiately put in preparation. 
Perhaps, however, it was owing somewhat to another cause 
that I succeeded even beyond my expectations. In negociating 
the terms of a temporary suspension of hostilities, to enable the 
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enemy to bury their llead, and provide for their wounded I had 
required certain propositiom to be acceeded to as a' basis 
among which this was one-that, although hostilities should 
cease on this side the river until a o'clock of this day, yet it 
wa not to be under tood that they should cease on the other 
side; but. that no r~inf.orcements should be sent across by either 
army unttl the exptrahon of that day. His excellency major
gen~ral Lambert begged time to consider of those propositions 
unhl ten o'clock of to.day, and in the mean time re. crossed 
~is tro?ps. I ne~d not tell you with how much eagerness I 
tmmedJ(ltely regamcd possession of the position he had thus 
happily quitted. 

The enemy having concentrated his forces, may aaain attempt 
to drh-e me from my position by storm. 'Vhencve~ he does I 
have no doubt my men will act with their usual firmness, ;nd 
su5tain a character now become dear to them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
AN DREW J ACKSON . 

..,..,.,,,,,.,,.,,,.,,, 

1\o. 102. 

, From commodot·e Patterson to the American secretary of tJ1e 
navy. 

Marine battery, five miles below New Orleans, 
Sm, January 13, 1815. 

I have the honor to inform you, that during the ~d and 3d 
instant, I landed from the ship and mounted, as the former 
one , on the banks of the river, four more 12-pounders, and 
erected a furnace for heating shot, to destroy a number of 
buildings which intervened between general Jackson's lines anci 
the camr of the enemy, and occupied by him. On the evening 
of the 4th I succeeded in firing a number of them, and some 
rice stacks, by my hot shot, which the enemy attempted to ex
tinauish, notwithstanding the heavy fire I kept up, but which at 
Ien~th compelled them to desist. On the 6th and 7th I erected 
another furnace, and mounted on the banks of the river two 
more '!4-pounders, '~hich had been brought up from the English 
Turn, by the exertions of colonel Caldwell, of the drafted 
militia of this state, and brought within, and mounted on the 
intrenchments ou this side the river, one 12-poundcr; in addi
tion to which general :\!organ, commanding the militia on thii! 
side, planted two b1·ass 6-pound field-pieces in his line~, wbiclt 
were incomplete, having been commenced only ?n the 4th. 
The. e three pieces were the only cannon. on the.hncs, ~11 the 
others being mounted o.n the bank of the nver, 't\'Jth a vtew to 
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aid the right of general Jackson's lines on the opposite shore,. 
and to flank the enemy, should they attempt to march up the 
road leading along the levee, or erect batteries on the same, o( 
course C'luld render no aid in defence of general Morgan'1 
lines. My battery was manned in part from the crew of the 
ship, and in part by militia detailed for that service by general 
Morgan, as I had not seamen enough to fully man them. 

During the greater part of the 7th. reconnoitred the enemy 
at Villere's plantation, whose canal, I was informed, they were 
deepening and opening to the river, for the purpese of getting 
their launches in, which, upon examination with my glass, I found 
to be true, and informed general Jackson of my obserntions by 
letters, copies of which I enclose herewith ; a reinforcement to 
general Morgan's militia was made in consequence, consisting 
of about 400 militia from Kentucky, very badly armed or 
equipped, the general not having arms to furnish them, who 
arrived on this side on the morning of the 8th, much fatigued. 
At 1 A. M. finding that the enemy had succeeded in lannching 
their barges into the river, I despatched my aide de camp, Mr. 
R. D. Shepherd, to inform general Jackson of the circumstance, 
and that a very uncommon stir was observed in the enemy's 
camp and batteries on the banks of the river, and stating again 
the extreme weakness of this side the river, and urging a rein· 
forcement. I would have immediately dropped down with the 
Louisiana upon their barges; but to do so I must have with-

' drawn all the men from the battery on shore, which I deemed 
of the greatest importance, and exposed the vessel to fire by 
hot shot from the enemy's batteries, mounting six long 18 poun
ders, which protected their barges; and at this time she had on 
board a large quantity of powder, for the supply of hrr own 
guns, and those on shore, most of which was above the surface 
of the water, consequently exposed to their hot shot. 

General Morgan despatched the Kentuckians immediately on 
their arrival: about 5 A. M. to reinforce a party which had 
been sent out early on the night of the 7th, to watch and 
oppose ~he landing of the enemy, bYt who rctr£'.ated after a few 
shot from the enemy within the lines, where they were immedi. 
ately posted in their station on the extreme right. At day. 
light tP..e enemy opened a heavy connonade upon general Jack
son's lines and my battery, leading their troops under cover of 
their cannon to the assault of the lines, which they attempted 
on the right and left, but principally on the latter wing; they 
were met by a most tremendous and incessant fire of artillery 
a_nd musk~try, whic~ compelled them to retreat with precipita. 
twn ; leavmg the dttch filled, and the field strewed with their 
dead and wounded. My battery was opened upon them, simul
taneously with those from our lines, tbnldng the enemy both 
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in ~is advance and retreat with round, grape, and canister, 
whtch mu t have proved extremely destructive as in their haste 
an.d c?nfusion to retreat they crowded the top of the levee, 
aftordtng us a most advantageous opportunity for the use of 
gr.a~e and canister, which I used to the greatest advantage. 
"W ht~e thus engaged with the enemy on the opposite shore, I 
was mformed that they had etf,·cted their landing on this side, 
and were adnncinrr to generall\Iorgan's breast-work. I imme
diately ordered the officers in command of my guns to turn them 
in their embrazures , and point them to protect general Morgan's 
right wing, whvse lines not extending to the swamp, and those 
weakly manned, I apprehenucd the enemy's outtlar king him on 
that wing; which order was promptly executeu by captain 
Henley and the officers stationeu at the battery, under a heavy 
and well directed fire of shot and shells from the enemy on the 
oppo~ite bank of the river. At this time the enemy's force had 
approached generall\lorgao's lines, under the cover of a shower 
of rockets, and charged in des pite of the fire from the 12-poun
der and field-pieces mounted on the lines as before stated; 
when in a f ~~ minutes I had the extreme mortification aud 

hagrin to observe gen~ral ,\'!organ's right wing, composed, as 
herein mention Ed, of the K entucky militia, com manded by 
major Davis, abanJon their breast-work, and flying in a most 
shameful and dastardly manner, almost without a shot; which 
disgraceful example, after firing a few rounds, was soon fol
lowed by the whole of general l\lorgan's command, notwith
standing every exertion was made by him, his staff, and several 
officers of the city militia, to keep them to their posts. By 
the great exertions of those officers, a short stand was effected 
on rhe field, when a discharge of rockets from tee enemy 
caused them again to retreat in such a manner that no efforts 
could stop them. 

Finding myself thus abandoned by the force I relied upon to 
protect my battery, 1 was most reluctantly, and with inexpres· 
sible pain, after destroying my powdrr, and spiking my cannon, 
compelled to abandon them, having only 30 officers an~ seamen 
with me. A part of the militia were rallied at a saw-mill canal, 
about two miles above the lines from which they had fled, and 
th ere encamped. I ordered the Louisiana to be warped Hp for 
the purpose of procuring a supply of ammunition, and mount
ing other cannon, remalning myself to aid gener~l ~1organ. A 
large reinforcement of militia having been immedtately despatch
ed by general Jackson to this side, every arrangeme~t was.~ade 
by general .Morgan to dislod~e the en~my fr.om ~ts posiiWn, 
when he precipitately retreated, carrywg wtth htm th~ two 
field-pieces and a brass howitz, after having first set fir~ to the 
platforms and gun-carriages on my battery, two saw-mills, and 
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the bridges between him and general Morgan's troops, and 
re-croued the river, and secured his boats, by hauling them into 
his canal. On the 9th we re-occupied our former ground, and 
recovered all the cannon in my battery, which I immediately 
commenced drilling and re-mounting; and on the evening of the 
lOth had two 24-pounders mounted and ready for service, on 
the left flank of a new and more advantageous position. From 
the lOth to the present date I have been much engaged in 
mounti11g my 12-pounders along the breast-work erected by 
general Morgan on this new position, baYing three 24-poun
ders (with a furnace) to front the river, and flank general 
Jackson's lines on the opposite bank, from which we fired upon 
the enemy wherever he appeard. Onr present position is now 
10 strong that there is nothing to apprehend, should the enemy 
make another attempt on this side. 

To captain Henley, who has been with me since the destruc. 
tion of his schooner, and who was wounded on the 8th, I am 
much indebted for his aid on every occasion, and to the officers 
commanding the different guns in my battery, for their great 
exertions at all times, but particularly on the trying event of the 
8th. The exertions of general Morgan, }lis staff, and several 
of the officers of the city militia, excited my highest respect, 
and I deem it my duty to say, that had the drafted and city 
militia been alone on that day, that I believe they would have 
done much better; but the flight of the Kentuckians paralized 
their exertions, and produced a retreat, which could not be 
checked. The two brass field-pieces, manned entirely by militia 
of the city, were admirably served, nor were they abandoned 
till deserted by their comrades, one of whi€h was commanded by 
Mr. Hosmer, of captain Simpson's company, the other by a 
Frenchman, whose name I know not. The 12-pounder, under 
the direction of acting midshipman Philibert, was served till 
the last moment, did great eXEcution, and is highly extolled by 
general Morgan. The force of the enemy on thii side amounted 
to lCOO men, and, from the best authority I can obtain, their 
loss on this side, I have since learned, was 97 killed and 
wounded; among the latter is colonel Thornton 1 who com
manded; of the former, five or six have been discovertd buried, 
and lying upon the field; our loss was ooe man killed, and 
ieTeral wounded. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 
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No. 103. 

Report of the killed, wounded, and missinrr, of the army under 
the command of major-general Andr~w J ackson in the 
action of the 8th of January, 1815. ' 

J!.illed ;-A.r~ill~ry, navy, an~ volunteers at batteries, 3 privates ; 7th 
United tates mfantry, 1 3er:Jeant, l corporal; p;e neral Coffee's bri
ga_d_e! I pri~ate; Carr_oll's division, 1 se1j eant, 3 privates ; Kentucky 
mihtla, I pnvate; maJors Lacoste's anci Dacquin's volunteers of colour 
1 pri\·ate; ~eueral M organ's militia, 1 private. ' 

Total killed-13. 
_Wounded ;-Artillery, ~c . . t . ~rivate; 7t_h United ~tates' infantry, 1 

pnvate; general Carr• ' ll s OlVJSIOn, 1 en sign, 1 ser:Jeant, 6 privates· 
Kentucky militia, I adjutant, 1 corporal, and 10 privates; volunteers of 
co_I L)Ur, 1 ensign, 3 serjeants, 1 corporal, a privates; general Morgan's 
militia, 2 ~erj ea n t s . 2 privates. 

Total wounded -39. 
llfissing :-Kentucky militia, 4 privates; Mogan's militia, 15 privates. 
Total-19. 
Total killed, wounded, and missing, this day-71. 
Note-Of the killed, wounded, and mi~sing, on this day, but 6 killed, 

and 7 wounded, in the <1ction on the east bank of the ri~· er, the residue 
in a sortie after the action, and in the action on the west bank. 

Recapitulation. 
To,al killed, 55; wounded, 185; missing, 93: grand total, 333. 

Truly reported from those on file in this office. 

ROBERT BUTLER. 

No. 104. 

From major-general J ac!cson to the American secretary at war. 

Camp, four miles below New Orleans, 
SIR, , January 19, 1815. 

Last night, at 12 o'clock, the enemy precipitately decamped 
and rdurned to his boats, leaving behind him, under medical 
attPndan c , 8() of his wounded, including two officers, 14 
p~e , · es of hi heavy artillery, and a quantity o_f sh~t, having 
desfroyed much of his powder. Such was the situatiOn ?f the 
grou nd which be abandoned, and of that through which he 
reti red, protected by canals, redoubts, entrenchments, and 
swam p~ on his right, and the river on his lef~, tba_t I could not, 
withou t encountering a risk, which true pohcy d1d not seem tg 

0 0 2 



5M APPENDIX.-

require or to authorize, attempt to annoy him much on his 
retreat. We took only eight prisoners. 

Whether it is the purpose of the enemy to abandon the ex
pedition altogeth~r, or renew his efforts at some other point, 
I do not pretend to deter.P1ine with positiveness. In my own 
mincl, however, there is but little doubt that his last exertions 
have been made in this quarter, at any rate for the present sea
son, and by the next I hope we shall he fully prepared for him. 
In this belief I am strengthened not only by the prodigious loss 
he has sustained at the position he has just quitted, but by the 
failure of his fleet to pass fort St. Philip. 

His loss on this ground, since the debarkation of his troops, 
as stated by the last prisoners and deserters, and as confirmed by 
many additional circumstances, must have exceeded 4000; and 
was greater in the action of the 8th than was estimated, from 
the most correct data then in his possession, by the inspector
general, whose report has been forwarded to you. "\Ve suc
ceeded, on the 8th, iu getting from the enemy about 1000 
stand of arms of various descriptions. 

Since the action of the Rth, tl-te enemy have been allowed 
very little respite-my artillery from both sides of the river 
being constantly employed till the night, and indeed until the 
hour of their retreat, in annoyin l": them. No doubt they 
thought it quite time to quit a position in which so little rest 
could be found. 

I am advised by major Overton, who commands at fort St. 
Philip, in a letter of the 18th, that the enemy having bombarded 
his fort for eight or nine day~, from 13-inch mortars without 
effect1 had on the morning of that day retired. I have little 
d~ubt that he wo-~ld have been able to have sunk their vessels, 
had they attempted to run by. 

Giving the proper weight to all these considerations, I believe 
you will not think me too sanguine in the belief that Louisiana 
is now clear of its enemy. I hope, however, I need not assure 
you, that wherever I command, such a belief shall never occa
sion any relaxation in the measures for resistance. I am but 
too sensible that the moment when the enemy is opposing us, 
is not the most proper to provide for them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDREW J ACKSON. 

P. S. On the lOth our prisoners on shore were delivered to 
us, an exchange having been previously ag reed to, Those who 
are on board the fleet will be delivered at Pctit Coquille-after 
which I shall still have in my hands an excess of several 
hundred. 

20th-Mr. Shields, purser in the navy, has to.day taken 54 
prisoners; among them arc four officers. A. J. 
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o. 105. 

From 1lfaJor.general Lambert to earl Bathurst. 

His majesty's ship Tonnant, off Chandeleur'll 
1\I Y Lono, Isl and, J anuary 28, 1815. 

After maturely dt'libera ting on the situation of this army, 
afte ~ the command had unfort nately devolved upon me, on the 
Sth wsta~t, and du~.r considering what prohability now remained 
of carrpng on wtth success, on the same plan an attack 
against ~ew Orleans, it appeared to me that it ou~ht not to be 
p er i ted in. I immediately communicated to vice-admiral sir 
A. Cochra n ~ that I did not think it would be prudent to make 
any fnr ther a ttempt at present, and that I recommended re
embarking the army a- soon as possible, with a view to carry 
into effect the other obJects of the force employed upon this 
coa t ; from the 9th imtant it was determined that the army 
should retreat, and L have the satisfaction of informing your 
lord -hip tha t it was effected on the night of the 18th instant, 
and a round was taken up on the morning of the 19th, on both 
sides of the bayou, or creek, which the troops had entered on 
their disembarkation, 14 miles from their position before the 
enemy's line, covering N ew Orleans, on the left bank of the 
:Mississippi, and one mile from the entrance into Lac Borgue: 
the army remain ed in bivouac until the 27th instant, when the 
whole were re-embarked. 

In stating the circumstances of this retreat to your lordship, 
I shall confidently trust that you will see that good order and 
discipline ever existed in this army, and that zeal for the service, 
and attention wa~ ever conspicuous in officers of all r.anks. 
Your lordship is already acquainted with the position the army 
occupied, its advanced post close up to the enemy's line, and the 
greater part of the army were exposed to the fire of his batte
ries, which was unremitting day and n!ght since the 1st of Janu
ary, when the position in advance was taken up; the retreat 
was effected without being harassed in any degree by the enemy; 
all the sick and wounded, (with the exception of 80 whom it 
was considered dangerous to remove,) field artillery, ammuni
tion, hospital and other stores of every deocription, which had 
been landed on a very large scale, were brough t away, and 
nothing fell into the enemy's hand~, excepting >ix iron 18-po~n
den mounted on sea-carria~$5, and two carronades whtch 
wer~ in positioiJ on the left bank of the M i~·ds s ippi.; to ~ring 
them off at the moment the army was retiring was tmpos~tble, 
and to have done it previously would have exposed the w_hole 
force to any fire the enemy might have sent down the nver. 
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These batteries were of course destroyed, and the guns rendered 
perfectly unserviceable; only four men were reported absent 
next morning, and these, I suppose, must have been left be
hind, and have fallen into the hands of the enemy; but when it 
is considered the troops were in perfect ignorance of the move
ment until a fixed hour during the night, that the battalions 
were draw~ off in succession, and that the piquets did not 
move off till half past three o'clock in the morning, and that 
the whole had to retire through the most difficult new made 
road, cut in marshy ground, impassable for a horse, and 
'vhere, in many places, the men could only go in single files, 
and that the absence of men might be accounted for in so many 
ways, it would be rather a matter of surprise the number was 
so few. 

An exchange of' prisoners has been effected with the enemy 
upon very fair terms, and their attention to the brave prisoners 
and wounded that have fallen into their hands has been kind 
and humane, I have every reason to believe. 

However unsuccessful the termination of the late senice 
the army and navy have been employed upon, has turned out, 
it would be injustice not to point out how much praise is due 
to their exertions, ever since the 13th of December, when the 
army began to more from the ships, the fatigue of disembarking 
and bringing up artillery and suppHes from such a distance has 
been incessant, and I must add, that owing to the exertions of 
the navy, the army has never wanted provisions. The labor 
and fatigue of the seamen and soldiers were particularly con
spicuous on the night of the 7th instant, when 50 boats "ere 
dragged through a canal into the Missis•ippi, in which there 
were only 18 inches of water, aud I am confident that vice. 
admiral sir Alexander Cochranc, "ho suggested the possibility 
of this operation, will be equally ready to admit this, as well 
as the hearty co-operation of the troops on all occasions. 

From what has come under my own observation since I 
joined this army, and from official reports that have been made 
to me, I beg to call your lordshi)J'S attention to individuals, 
who from their station have rendered thtmsell'es peculiarly 
conspicuous: major Forrc~ t, at the head of the quarter
master-gene ral's department, I cannot ~ay too much uf; lieu
tenan ts Evans and Pcddie, of lhe same, have been re ;o arkahle 
for their exertions and indefatigability: sir John '1) !den, who 
has acted in the fit·ld as a!-si~tant adjntant.gcnt·Jal "ith me, 
(lieutenant-colonel Stovi11 lla,·i ng bt·cn wo~tndt·d on the 23d 
ult. though doing wl'll, not as} t t' bemg pernuttcd to take active 
serv'lce,) has Deen vPry wsdul; on lht' night of •he 7th, previous 
to the at tack, rear-admiral l\lako '" 1 ·port~ thP gllal a~~ist. 
flJlCe he received from him, in fon\a1ding the iJo!lotS into the 
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1\Ii~sissippi.. Captain ·wood, of the 4th regiment, deputy 
a Sl tant adjutant-general, has filled that situtation since the 
first disembarkation of the troops with zeal and attention. 

During the action of the 8th instant the command of the 2d 
bri~ade devolved upon lieutenant-colonel Brooke, 4th regi. 
mcnt; that of the 3d upon colonel Hamilton 5th West lndia 
regiment; and the re'serve upon colonel Blakeney, royal fusi. 
l eers; to all these officers I feel much indebt ·d for their services. 
Lieutenant-colonel Dickson, royal artillery, has displayed his 
usu~J abilities and assiduity; he reports to me his general satis
factiOn of all the officers under his command, especially major 
1\Iunro, senior officer of the royal artillery, previous to his 
arrival~ and of the officers commanding companies. 

Lieutenant-colonel Burgoyne, royal engineers, afforded me 
every assi tance that could be expected from his known talents 
and experience; that service lost a very valuable and much 
e teemed officer in lieutenant 'V right, who was killed when re
connoitring on the evening of the 31st ultimo. 

Lieutenant-colonel ;\Iein, of the 43d, and lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins, 85th regiments, field-officers of the piquets on the 
18th, have great credit for the manner in which they withdrew 
the out-posts on the morning of the 19tu, under the direction 
of colonel Blakeney, royal fusileers. 

1 request, in a part icular manner, to express how much this 
army is indebted to the attention and diligence of Mr. Robb, _ 
deputy inspector of hospi tals; he mr t the embarrassments of 
crowded hospitals, and their immedia te removal, with such 
excellent arrangements, that the wounded was all brought off 
with every favorable circumstnqce, except such cases as would 

..have rendered their removal dangerous. 
Captain sir Thomas Troubridge, royal navy, who corn. 

manded a battalion of seamen, and who was attached to act 
with the troops, rendered the greatest service by his exertions 
in whatever way they were required; colonel Dickson, royal 
artillery, particularly mentions how much he was indebted to 
him. 

The conduct of the two squadrons of the 14th light dra· 
goons, latterly under the command of lieutena~t-c?lonel 
Baker, previously of major Mills, has been the aum1ratwn of 
eYery one, by the cheer fulness with which they have pcrfor~ed 
all descriptions of senice. 1 must also menlion the exertwns 
of the ro yal staff corps under major Todd, so reported by the 
deputy q ~a r te r-mastcr-gene•al. 

Permit me to add the obligations I am under to my personal 
staff lieute11ant the honorable Edward Curzon, of the royal IJav; who wa:; selected ai naval aide de camp to the command
ing ~fficer of the troops on their :first disembarkation, each of 
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whom have expressed the satisfaction they had in his appoint. 
ment, to which 1 confidently add my own. 

Major Smith, of the 95th regiment, now as acting military 
secrdary, is so well known for hi, zeal and talents, that I can 
with great truth say that 1 think he possesses every qualification 
to render him hereafter one of the brightest ornaments of his 
profession. 

I cannot conclude without expressing how much indebted the 
army is to rear.admirallVIalcolm, who had the immediate charge 
of land ing and re-embarking tllt' troops; he remained on shore 
to the last, and by his abilities and activity smoothed every 
difficulty. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN LA~lBERT, 
Right hon. earl Bathurst, &c. major-general command. 

P. S. I regret to have to report, that do ring the night of the 
25th, in very bad weather, a boat containing two officers, viz. 
lieutenant Brydges and cornet Hammond, with 37 of the 14th 
light dragoon~, unfortunately fell into the hands of the enemy, 
off the mouth of the Regolets: I have not been able to ascertain 
correctly the particular circumstances. 

1\"o. 106. 
Return of casualties between the 9th and 26th January, 1815. 

43d.foot ;-1 rank and file, killerl; 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 2 rank 
and file, wounderl. 

85tltfuot ;-1 rank and file, w"unded. 
Total-1 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 3 rank 

and file, wounded. 
Officer wounded. 

~3d foot ;-Lieutenant D'Arcy, severelr (both legs amputated). 
FRED. STOVJ~, 

lieut.-col. dep. adj .• gen. 

No. lorl. 
From major Overt on to majrn·-general J ackson. 

Sm, Fort St. Philip, January 19, 1815. 
On the 1st of the present month, 1 received information that 

the enemy in tcnclcd passing this fort, to co-operate with their 
land forces, in the subjugation of Louisiana, and the destruc
tion of the city of New Orleans. To effect this with more fa
cility, they were first with their heavy bomb.ve~sels to bombard 
this place into compliance. On the grounds of this informa
tion, I turned my attention to the security of my command : I 
ere~ted small magazines in different parts of the garrison, that if 
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one blew up I could resort to ano ther; huilt covers for my 
men, to secure them from the c. plosi n of the l>hells, and 
removed the comb~stible matter ~i thnut the work. .Early in 
the day of the 8th mstant, I wa ad vi ed of their approach, and 
on the 9th, at a quarter past 10 A. l\1. hove in sight two 
bomb-vessel one s:oop, one brig, and one schooner, they 
anchored two and a quarter milrs below. At half p:ht 11, and 
at half past 12, thL·y advanced t\IO barges, apparently for the 
purpo ·e of sounding within one and a h,df 1nilc of the fort· at 
this moment I ordt'red my water b<.~ttcry, under the comm~nd 
of lieutenant Cunninaham, of the na1y, to open upon thern. 
Its wel l- directed shot cau ·ed a precipitate retreat. At half past 
three o'clock P . .M. the enem) 's bomb-vessels opened their fire 
from four ea-mortars, two of 13 inches, two of 10, and to 
my great mortification I found they were without the efft:ctive 
range of my shot, as many subsequent experiments proved; 
th y continued their fire with little intermission during the lOth, 
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. I occa,ionally 
opened my batteries on them with great vivacity, particularly 
when they showed a disposition to change their position. On 
the 17th in the evening, our heavy mortar was said to be in 
readineos. 1 ordered that excellent officer captain W olstone
croft, of the arti!lerists, who previously had charge of it, to 
open a fire, which was done wi th great effec t, as the enemy 
frorn that moment became disordered, and at day-light on the 
18th commenced their retreat, after havin?; thrown upwards of 
1000 heavy shells, besides small shells, from howitzers, round 
sh CJ t, and grape, which he discharged _from boats under cover 
of the night. 

Our loss in this affair has been uncommonly small, owing 
entirely to the great pains that was taken by the different 
officers to keep their men under cover; as the enemy left 
scarcely 10 feet of this garrison untouched. 

The officer, and soldiers through this whole affair, although 
nine days and nights under arms in the different bat_tcries, the 
consequent fatigue and loss of sleep, have mantfe~ted the 
greatest firmness and th e most zealous warmth _to be at the 
enemy. To distinguish individuals woul_d be a delt~ate ~ask, as 
merit was conspicuous every where. Lteutenant Cunn111gham, 
of the navy, who cummaoded my water battery, with his brave 
crew evinced the most determined bravery and uncommon 
activity throughout; and, in fact, sir, the only thing to be 
regretted is, that the eo em y was too timid to give us an oppor

tunity of dstroying him. 
I herewith enclose you a list of the killed and wounded. 

I am, sir, very rt!spcctfully, 
W. H. OVERTON. 
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No. 108 • 

.A list of the killed and wounded during the bombardment of 
fort St. Philip, commencing on the 9th, and ending on the 
18th of J anury, 1815. 
Captain Woolstonecroft's artillery-Wounded, 3. 
Captain Murry's artillery-Killed, 2 ; wounded, 1. 
Captain Bronten's infantry-Wounded, l. 
Captain Wade's infantry-Wounded, 2. 
Total ~illed, 2; wounden, 7 • 

.,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,.., 

No. 109. 
From maJor-gen~ral Lambert to earl Bathurst. 

Head-quarters, Isle Dauphine, Feb. 14, 1815. 
MY LORD, 

My despatch, dated January 29th, will have informed your 
lordship of the re-embarkation of this force, which was com
pleted on the 30th; the weather came on so bad on that night, 
and continued so until the 5th of February, that no communi
cation could be held with the ships at the !nner anchorage, a 
distance of about 17 miles. 

Itbeingagreed between vice-admiral sir Alexander Cochrane 
and myself that operations should be carried towards Mobile, 
it was decided that a force should be sent against Fort-Bowyer, 
situated on the eastern point of the entrance of the bay, and 
from every information that cou Id be obtained, it was considered 
a brigade would be snfficient for this object, with a respectable 
force of artillery. I ordered the 2d brigade, composed of the 
4th, 21st, and 44th regiments , for this service, together with 
such means in the engineer and artillery department!! as the chief 
and commanding officer of the royal artillery might think 
expedient. The remai nder of the force had orders to disembark 
on Isle Dauphine, and encamp; and major-general Keane, 
whom I am truly happy to say has return ed to his duty, super
intended their arrangement. 

The weather being favorable on the 7th for the landing to 
the eastward of Mobi le point, the ships destined to move on 
that service sailed under the command of captain Ricketts, ('Jf the 
V eng;eur, but did not arrive in sufficient time that evening to do 
more than determine the place of disembarkation, which wa& 
about three mi les from .F'ort- i3 ow ye r. 

At day -light the next morning the troops got into tl1e boats, 
and 600 men were landed under !it' utcnant-colonel Debbeig, of 
the 44th, ' without opposiliLln, who immediately threw out the 
light companies under lieutenant Bennctt, of the 4th regiment, 
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to cover the landing of the brigade. Upon the whole being 
disembarked, a disposition was made to move bn towards the 
fort. covered by the light companies. The enemy was not seen 
until about 1000 yards in front of their works; they gradually 
fell back, and no firing took place until the whole had retired 
into the fort, and our advance had pushed on nearly to within 
300 yards. Having reconnoitred the forts with lieutenant. 
colonels Burgoyne and Dickson, we were decidedly of opinion, 
that t~e w~rk was formidable only against an assault; that 
batte~1es bemg once establisheu, it must speedily fall. Every 
exertwn was made by the navy to land provisions, and the 
neccssa ry eq ui pm en t of the battering train and engineer stores. 'V e broke g round on the night of the 8th, and advanced a firing 
party to within 100 yards of the fort during the night. The posi
tion of the batteries being decided upon the next day, they were 
ready to receive their guns on the night of the lOth , and on the 
morning of the 11th the fire of a battery of four 18-pounders 
on the left, and two 8-inch howitzers on the right, each about 
100 yards distance, two 6-pounders, at abont 300 yards, and 
eight small cohorns advantageously placed on the right, with 
intervals between of 100 and 200 yards, all furnished to keep 
up an incessant fire for two days, were prepared to open. 
Preparatory to commencing, I summoned the fort, allowing 
the commauding officer half an hour for dcision upon such 
terms as were proposed. · Finding he was inclined to consider 
them, I prolonged the period, at his request, and at three 
o'clock the fort was given up to a British guard, and British 
colours hoisted; the terms being signed by major Smith, mili
tary secretary, and captain Ricketts, R. N. and finally approved 
of by the vice-admiral and myself, "hich I have the honor to 
enclose. I am happy to say our loss was not very great; and 
we are indebted for this, in a great measure, to the efficient 
means attached to this force. Had we been obliged to resort to 
any other mode of attack, the fall could not have been looked 
for under such favurable circumstance&. 

'Ve have certain information of a force having been sent 
from Mobile, and disembarked about 12 miles off, in the night 
of the lOth, to attempt its relief; two schooners with provi
sions, and an intercepted letter, fell into our hands, taken by 
captain Price, R. N. stationed in the bay. 

I cannot close this despatch without naming to your lord. 
ship again, lieutenant-colonel Dickson, royal artillery, and 
Burgoyne, royal engineers, who displayed their usual zeal and 
abilities ; and lieutenant Ben nett, of the 4th, who commanded 
the light companies, and pushed up close to the enemy's works. 

Captain the honorable R. Spencer, R. N. who had been 
placed with a detachment of seamen under my. orders, greatly 
facilitated the service in every way by his exertwns. 
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}""rom captain Ricketts, of the R. N. who wa& charged 'vith 
the landing and the disposition of the naval force, I receiTed 
every assistance. 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN LAMBERT, 
Right hon. earl Bathurst, &c. Major-general command • 

.,..,.,.,,.,,,,,,,,,, 

1\o. 11(). 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, and stores, captured from the 
enemy in tMs place, on the L2th instant. 

Fort-Bowyer,- Feb. 14, 1815. 

Guns. 
1 24· pounder, 2 9-pounde~:s, outside the fort. 
lt·un-3 32-pouu• !ers, 8 24-pounders, 6 12·pounders, 59-pounders. 
13rass-1 4-pou .. der. 
Mortar-1 8-1nch. 
Howitzer-1 5~ inch. 

Shot. 
32-poundet·-856 round, 64 grape, l1 case. 
24-pounder-851 rouurl, 176 bnr, 236 !!rape, 8-4. case. 
l2·Jl0Under-535 ronnd, 74 grapt-, 439 ca~e. 
9-pounder-781 round, 208~~:rap r , 429 case. 
6-pounder-15 round, 75 har, 13 ca,e. 
4-poundt1"-23l round, 58 gra!Je, 147 case. 
Shells-25 8-inch 7 4 5~ iuch. ' 
183 ha11d-grenad~s. \ 
5,519 pounds powder. 
1 triangle gin, cnmplete. 
16,976 mu~ket ball-canridges. 
500 flints. 
351 muskets, complete, with accoutrements. 

JAS. PERCIV AL, ass .• com. royal artil. 
• , A. DlCh..SON, lieut.col. corn. royal artil. 

No. 111. 

Return of casualties in the army under the command of major. 
general Lambert, employed before Fort-Hou:yet·, betz;;een 
the 8th and 12th of Febntary, 1815. 

Rayal sappers, and miners ;-I rank and file, wounded. 
4thfoot ;-8 rank and file, killed; 2 serjeants, 13 rank and file, 

wounded. 
21st fnot ;-2 serjeants, 2 rank and file, killtd; 1 rank and file, 

wounded. 
4.01/tfoot ;-1 rank and file, killtd; 1 rank and file, wounded. 

Total-13 killed; 18 wounded, 
1?. STOVEN, D. A. G, 

I 
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0. 112. 

Return of the American garriso11 of Fort-B yer, -a:hich sur
rendered to the force ttnder major-general Lambert, 1lth of 
February, 1815. 

1 field-officer, 3 c:tptains, 10 subalterns, 2 staff, 16 serjeants, 16 
drummers, 327 rank aud file, 20 women, Lo children, 3 servants not 
wldiers. 

F. STOVEN, D. A. G. 

,..,.,.,,.,.,,.,.,...,,,.,.,. 

No. 113. 

rticles of capitulation agreed upon between lieutenant-colonel 
L 'lwrence and major-general Lambert for the surrender of 
FfJrt-Bowyer, on the Mobile point, 11th February, 181(). 

Art. I. That the fort shall be surrendererl to the arms of his Bri-
tannic mnj e ty in its exist1n 51. state as to the works, ordnance, amlnuni
tion, ~nd every species of military stnres. 

II. That the garrison sha ll be consirle red as prisoners of war, the 
troops marching out with their colours fl .vi n2: and drums beating, and 
ground their arms on the (!; lacis-the office rs retaining t heir swords, and 
the whole to be embarked in such ships as the Britiah naval commander
in-ch ief !.hall appoint. 

IlL All private property to be respecterl. 
lV. That a communication shall l>e made imm erliatelv of the same 

to the commanding officer of the 7th military diotrict o-f the Un ited 
States, and every endeavour made to efft. ct au early exchange of 
prisooers. 

V. Tha t the garrison of the Uniterl States remain in the fort until 
&welve o·clock to-morrow, a British guard being put in posses~ion uf the 
inner gate at three o'clock tc: -.day, the body .of the guard rO:ma~ning on 
the glacis, and that the Bnttsh flag be ho1 sred at the same t1me-an 
officer of eac h service remaining at the 9ead quarters uf each com
mander until the fufilmeut of these arncles. 

H. C. SMITH, m::~j. anrl mil. S€C, 

Agreed on the part of the royal navy, 
T. H. RJCKETTS, capt . H.M.~. Ven~eur. 
R. CHAl\1 BERLA lN, 2rl re g. U. . in l"antr.v. 
WI\1. LAWRENCE, lt.-col. 2d inf'y cum'g. 

Approved, 
.A. COCHlLU\E, com.-in-chi ef H.M. shipp. 
JOH~ L .-\.I\1BERT, major-gen. commanding. 

JOHN REID, aide-de-camp. 
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No. 114. 

Letter from lieutenant-colonel Lawrence to general J acklon. 
SJ R, Fort Bowyer, February 1 ~, 1815. 

Imperious necessity has compelled me to enter into articles 
of capitulation with major-general John Lamb€rt, commanding 
his Britannic majesty's ferccs in front of Fort Bowyer, a copy 
of which I forward you for the purpose of effecting an imme
diate exchange of prisoners. Nothing but the want of provi. 
sions, and finding myself completely surrounded by thousands
batteries ercated on the sand-mounr.ls, which completely corn· 
manded the fort-and the enemy having advanced, by regular 
approaches, within 30 yards of the ditches, and the utter im
possibility of getting any assistance or supplies, would have 
induced me to adopt this measure. Feeling confident, and it 
being the unanimous opinion of the officers, that we could not 
1·etain the post, and that the lives of many valuable officers 
ami soldiers would have been uselessly sacrificed, I thought it 
most desirable to adopt this plan. A full and correct statement 
will be furnished you as early as possible. 

Captain Cbamberlin, who bears this to E. L.ivingston, 
Esq. will relate to him every particular, which will, I hope, 
be satisfactory. I am, with respect, &c. 

W. LAWRENCE, lieut.-col. corn. 

No. 115. 
From general J ackson to the American secretary at war, 

Head-quarters, 7th military district. 
SIR, New Orleans, 2-lth February, 1815. 

The flag-vessel which I sent to the enemy's fleet returned a 
few days ago, "ith assurances from ad , iral Cuchrane, that the 
American prisoners taken in the gun-boats aud sent to Jamaica, 
shall be returned as soon as practicable. The Nymphe has 
been despatched for them. 

Through the same channel I received the sad int~lligence of 
the surn'nder of Fort-13owyer: this is an event which I little 
expected to happen, but after the mo t gallant resbt.mce; that 
it should have taken plare, withottt even a fire from the enemy's 
batteries, is as astouishi11g as it is mortifying. 

In consequence of this u nfortunate attair, an addition of 366 
has been made to the li~t of American prison r-. : to redeem 
tlu:!se and the seamen, I haH', in confor t11 it) with propositions 
held out by admiral Cochr t~Je, forwarded to the mouth of the 
Mississippi upwards of 400 British prisoners; others will bs 

/ 
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sent, to complet~ the exchange, as soon as they arrive from 
N atchez, to w h1ch place I had found it expedient to order 
them. 

l\Iajor ~lue, who had been ordered by general Winchester 
to the rehef of Fort-Bowyer, succeeded in carrying one of the 
enemy's piquets, consisting of 17, but was too late to effect the 
whole purpose for which he had been detached-the fort haviniJ' 

. I ~ cap1tu ated twenty-four hours befere his arrival. I learn from 
the bearer of my last despatches to the enemy's fleet who was 
detained during the operations arrainst Fort~BOW}'C ~ that his 

0 ' loss on that occasion, by the fire from the garrison was between 
20 and 40. I have the honor to be, &c. 

A. JACKSON • 

.,..,,,,..,..,..,,.,.,,,,, 

No. 116. 

T1·eaty of Peace and Amity between his Britannic Jlfajesty 
and the United States of America. 

His Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, 
desirous of terminating the war which has unhappily subsisted 
between the two countries, and of restoring, upon principles 
of perfect reciprocity~ peace, friendship, and good understand· 
ing between them, have, for that purpose, appointed their 
respective plenipotentiaries, that is to say: his Britannic 
majesty, on his part, has appointed the right honorable James 
lord Gambier, late admiral of the white, now admiral of the 
red squadron of his majesty's fleet, Henry Goulbourn, esq. 
member of the imperial parliament, and under secretary of 
state, and William Adams, esq. doctor of civil laws :-and 
the president of the United States, by and with the auvice and 
consent of the senate thereof, has appointed John Quincy 
Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathao Russcll, and 
Albert Gallatin, citizens of the United. States, who, after a 
reciprocal communication of their resp ective full powers, have 
agreed upon the following articles: 

Art. I.-There shall be a firm and universal peace between 
his Britannic majesty and th e United States, and between their 
respective countries, territories, cities, towns, and people, of 
every degree, without exception of places or persons . A_ll 
hostilities, both by sea and land, shall cease as _soo~ as this 
treaty has been ratified by both parties, as _heremafter men. 
tioned. All territories, places, and posse~s sons whatsoev~r, 
taken from either party by the other, during the war, .or wb1ch 
may be taken after the signing of this treaty, exce ptmg_ only 
the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored Without 
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delay, and without causing any destruction, or Cl\rrying away 
any of the artillery or other public property originally captured 
in the said forts or places, and which shall remain therein, 
upon the exchange of the ratifica.tions of this treaty, or any 
slaves, or other private property, and all archives, records, 
deeds, and papers, either of a pnblic nature, or belonging to 
private per,ons, which, in the course of the war, may havo 
fallen into the hands of the officers of either party, shall be, as 
far as may be practicable, forthwith restored and delivered to 
the proper autlwrities and persons to whom they respectively 
belong. Such of the islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy as 
are claimed by both parties, shall remain in the posse~sion of _ 
the party in whose occupation they may be at the tlme of the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, until the decision 
respecting the title to the said islands shall have been made, in 
conformity with the fourth article of this treaty. No disposi
tion made by this treaty, as to such possession of the islands 
and territories claimed by both parties, shall, in any manner 
whatever, be construed to affect the right of either. 

Art. IL-Immeuiately afte.r the ratificatic1n of this treaty by 
both parties, as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent to 
the armies, squadrons, officers, subjects, and citizens of the two 
powers to cease from all hostilities: and to prevent all causes 
of complaint which might arise on account of the prizes which 
may be taken at sea after the ratifications of this treaty, it is 
reciprocally agreed, that all vessels and effects which may be 
taken after the space of twelve days from the said ratifications, 
upon all parts of the coast of North America, from the latitude 
of twenty-three degrees north, to the latitude of fifty degrees 
north, as far eastward in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty-sixth 
degree of west longitude from the meridian of Greenwich, 
shall be restored on each side: t!.at the time shall be thirty days 
in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean, north of the equi
noxial line or equator, and the same time fur tl1e British and 
Irish channels, for the 1:\Ulf of Mexico, and all parts of the 
West lndies: forty days for the North Seas, for the Baltic, 
and for all parts of the Mediterranean. Sixty days for the 
Atlantic ocean south of the equator as far as the latitude of the 
Cape of Good Hope: ninety days for every part of the world 

' south of the equator: and one hundred and twen\y days for all 
other parts of the world,""\, ithuut exception. 

AttT. 111.-AJJ prisoners of war taken on either side. as 
well by land as sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable 
after the ratification of this trt>at y, as hereinafter men tionerl, 
on their paying the debts which they may have contracted during 
their captivity. The two contracting parties respectifely 
engage to discharge, in specie, the advances which may have 
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been made by the other, for the sustenance and maintenance of 
such prisoners. . 

A aT. IV.-Whereas it was stipulated by the second article 
in the treaty of 1~cace .of on_e tho1~sand seven hundred and eighty 
three, between h1s llntanntc maJesty and the United States of 
America, that the boundary of the United States should com
prehend all islands within twenty leagues of any part of the 
shores of the United States, and lying between lines to be 
drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid boundaries 
between N ova-Scotia, on the one part, and East Florida on 
the other, shall respectively touch the bay of Fundy, and the 
Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as riow arc, or heretofore 
have been within the limits of Nova-Scotia: and whereas the 
several i lands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the 
bay of Fundy, and the island of Grand Menan, in the said 
bay of Fundy, are claimed by the United States as being com
prehended within their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands 
are claimed as belonging to his Britannic majesty, as having 
been at the time of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, within the limits of 
the province of Nova Scotia: in order, therefore, finally to 
decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall be referred 
to two commissioners, to be appointed in the following manner; 
viz. One commissioner shall be appointed by his Britannic _ 
majesty, and one by the president of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate thereof, and the 
said two commissioners so appointed shall be sworn impar
tially to examine and decide upon the said claims, according to 
such evidence as shall be laid before them, on the part of his 
Britannic majesty and of the United States respectively. The 
said commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province 
of New Brunswick, and shall have power to adjourn to such 
other place or places as they shaH think fit. The said com
missioners shall, by a declaration or report under their hands 
and seals, decide to which of the two contracting parties the 
several islands aforesaid do respectively belong, in conformity 
with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three. And if t?e said commis
sioners shall agree in their decision, both partJCs shall consider 
such decision as final and conclusive. lt is further agreed, 
that in the event of the two commissioners differing upon all 
or any of the matters so refcrre~ ~o them, or. in the ev~n.t of 
both or either of the said commJSSJoners refusmg or dechmng, 
or wilfully omitting, to act as such, they shall make, jointly 
or separately, a report or -reports , as well to. the government 
of his Britannic majesty, as to that of t?e Umted States, stat
ing in detail the point;; on whi ch they d1ffer, and the grounds 

VOL. 11. PP 
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upon which their respective opinions have been formed, or 
the grounds upon which they, or either o~ the'_", h~ve ao 
refused, declined, or omitted to act. And hts Bntanntc ma· 
jesty, and the government of the United States, hereby agree 
to refer the report or reports of the said commissioners, to 
some friendly sovereign or state, to be then named for that 
purpose, and who shall be requested to decide on the differences 
which may be stated in the said report or reports, or upon the 
report of one commissioner, together with the grounds upon 
which the other commissioner shall have refused; declined: or 
omitted to act, as the case may be. And if the commissioner so 
refusing declinin(J', or omitting to act, shall also wilfully omit to 

' ~ . h state the grounds upon which he has so done, ID sue manner that 
the said statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign or 
state, together with the report of such other comfTlissioner, 
then ~uch sovereign or state shall decide exparte npon the said 
report alone. And his Britannic majesty and the government 
of the United States engage to consider the decision of some 
friendly sovereign or state to be final and conclusive, on all the 
matters so referred, 

ART. v.-Whereas neither that point of the high lands 
Jying due north from the source of the river St. Croix, and 
designated in the former treaty of peace between the two 

. powers as the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, nor the 
north-westernmost head of Connecticut river, has yet been 
ascertained; and whereas that part of the boundary line be
tween the dominion of the two powers which extends from 
the source of the river St. Croix directly north to the above 
mentioned north-west angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the 
said high lands w hi eh divide those rivers that empty themselves 
into the river St. Lawrence from those -\\·hich fall into the 
Atlantic ocean, to the north-westernmost head of Connecticut 
river, thence down along the middle of that river to the fo-rty
fifth degree of north latitude: thence by a line due west on 
said latitude until it strikes the river lroquois or Cataraguy, 
has not yet been surveyed : it is agreerl, that for these 6everal 
purposes, two commissioners shall be appointed, sworn, and 
authorized, to act exactly in the manner directed with r~spect 
to thos~ mentioned in the next preceding article, unless other
wise specified in the vresent article. The said commiss:oners 
shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province of New Brunswick 
and shall have power to adjourn to such other place or place~ 
as they shall think fit. The said commissioners shall have 
power to ascertain and determine the points above mentioned 
in conformity with the provisions of the said treaty of peace of 
one thousand seven hundred and eight}·-three, and shll cause 
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tlte boundary aforesaid, from the source of the river St. 
Croh, to the river lroquois or Catara.,.uy to be surveyed and 
marked according to the said provisi~ns: The said commis• 
sioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and annex it 
to a declaration under their hands and seals, certifyiug it to be 
the true map of the said boundary, and particularizing the 
latitude and longitude of the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, 
of the north-wcsternrnost head of Connecticut river, and of 
such other points of the said boundary as they may deem 
proper. And both parties agree to consider such map and 
declaration as finally and conclusively fixing the said boundary. 
And in the event of the said two commissioners differing . or 
both, or either of them, refusing or decliuing, or wilfully 
omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall 
be made by them, or either of them, and such reference to a 
friendly so\·ereign or state, shall be made1 in all respects as in 
the latter part of the fourth article is contained, and in as full 
a manner as if the same was herein repeated. 

Art.' VI.- \Vhereas by the forme~ treaty of peace, that 
portion of the boundary of th e Unit~dStates from the po!nt wh ere 
the forty-fifth degree of north latitude strikes the river lroquois 
or Cataraguy to the la1< c Superi or. was declared to be ''along 
the middle of said rircr in to lak e Ontario, through the middle 
of said lake until it st rik es the co mmunication by water be
tweeu th at bke and lak e Eric, thence along the middle of said 
communication into lake E ri e, throu?;h the middle of said 
lake until it arrives at the watt- r communication into the lake 
Huron, thence through the middle of said lake to the water 
communication between that lake and lake Superior." And 
whereas doubts have arisen what was the middle of said river, 
lakes, and water communications, and whether certain islands 
ly ing in the same were within the uominions of his Britannic 
majesty or of the United States: in order, therefore, finally to 
d ecide these doubts, th ey shall be referreu to two commisioners, 
to be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly in the 
manner directed with respect to those mentioned in the next 
preceding article, unless o~herwise spe€ified ~n this pres~nt 
article. The saitl commisswners shall meet, m the first m· 
stance, at Albany , in the state of N ew York, and shall have 
power to adjourn to such other place or places as they shall 
t hink fit. The s:1id commissioners shall, by a report .or decla
ration unrler their hands and seaL;, designate the hqundary 
throu~h the said river, lakes, or wate~ commt~nications, and 
decide to which of the two contracting partws the several 
islands lying within the said river, lakes, an~ wat~r communi-_ 
cations, do respectively belong, in conforunty w1th the true 
intent of the said treaty of one thousand seven hundreJ and 
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eighty-three. And both parties agree to consider such desig. 
nation and decision as final and concl11sive. And in the event 
of the said two commissioners differing, or both, or either 
of them, refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such 
reports, declarations, or statements, shall be made by them, 
or either of them; and such reference to a friendly sovereign 
or state shall be made in all respects as in the Jattter part of 
the fourt)l article is contained, and in as full a manner as if 
the same was herein repeated. 

Art. VII.-It is further a<Yrecr1 that the said two last men
tioned commissioners, affcr th~y shall .have executed the duties 
assigned to them in the prccecding article, shall be, and they 
are hereby authorized, upon their oaths, impartially to fix and 
determine, according to the true intent of the said treaty of 
peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, that 
part of the boundary between the dominions of the two powers, 
which extends from the waitlr eo mm unication between lake H uron 
and lake Superior, to the most north-western point of the lake 
of theW oods, to decide to which of the two p.:.rties the several 
islands lying in the lakes, water communications and rive..rs, 
forming the said boundary, do respectively belong, in con
formity with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one 
thousand seven huudred and eighty-three; and to cause such 
parts of the said boundary, as require it, to be surveyed and 
marked. The said commissioners shall, by a report or decla
ration under their hands and seals, designate the boundary line 
aforesaid, state their decisions on the poiuts thus referred to 
them, and particularize the latitude and Jougitude of the most 
north-western point of the lake of the \Voods, and of such 
other parts of the said boundary, as they may deem proper. 
And both parties agree to consider such designation and decision 
as final and conclusive. Aud, in the event of the said two 
commissioners differing, or both, or either of them, refusing, 
declining, or wilfully omitring to act, such reports, declarations, 
or statements, shall be made by them, or either of them, and 
such reference to a friendly sovereign 'or state, shall be maue in 
all respects: as in the l.ttter part of the fourth article is con
tained, and iu as full a manner as if the same was herein 
repeated. 

Art. VUI.-The several boards of two commissioners men
tioned in the four preceding articles, shall respectively have 
power to appoint a secretary, .and to employ such surveyors or 
other persons as they !>hall judge necessary. Duplicates of all 
their respective reports, declarations, statements, and decisions, 
and of their accounts, and of the journal of their proceedings, 
~ h et ! I be delivered by them to the agents of his Britanuic majesty, 
!ind to tl:c agents of the United States, who may be respectiv ely 
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p~ointcd a~d authorized to manage the business 011 behalf of 
the1r re~pechve governments. The said corumissioners shall he 
respectively paid in such manner as shall be agreed between the 
two ~ontracting parties, such agreement being to be settled at 
the tune of the exchange of the ratifications of thi:; treaty; 
and all other ex pe11ses attending said commissioners shall be 
~efrayed equally by the two parties. And, in case of death, 
tckness, r~si~nation, or necessary absence, the place of every 

such comm1~ wner respectively shall be supplied in the same 
manner as such commisssoner was first appointed aml the uew 
commissioner shall take the same oath or affirm'ation and do 
the same duties. It is further agreed between the t'wo con
tracting parties, that in case any of the islands mentioned in 
any of the preceding articles, which were in the possession of 
one of the parties prior to the commencement of the present 
war between the countries, should, by the decision of any of 
the boards of commis~ioners aforesaid, or of the sovereign or 
state so referred to, as in the four next preceding articles con
tained, fa.ll within the dominions of the other party, all gran Is 
of land made previous to the commencement of the war, by 
the part} having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such 
island or blands had, by such decision or decisions, been 
adjudged to be within the dominions of the party having such 
posses!:>io n. 

Art. IX.-The United Stales of America engage to put an 
end~ immediately after the ratificati on of the present treaty, to 
hostilities with all the tribe.; gr nations of Indians, with whom 
they rnaJ be at war at the time of such ratification ; and forth
with to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, all the 
possessions, rights, and privileges, which they may have enjoy~d 
or been entitled to in one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
previous to such hostilities: Provided always, that such tribes 
or nations shall agree to tlesist from all ho~tilities against the 
United States of America, their citizens and subjects, upon the 
ratHication of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or 
natious and shall so desist acconlingly. Ancl his Britannic 
majest; engages, on his part, to put au end .i~.medi~tely after 
the ratification of the present treaty, to hostlht~es w1th all the 
tribes or nations of Indians with whom he may be at war at the 
time of such ratification and forthwith to restore to such tribes 
or nations respccti vely ,' all the possessions, rights, and . privi
leges, which they may have enjoyed, or ~een entitl:·d to, _I~ .on: 
thousand eight huudred and e leven, prevwu~ to such hostilities. 
Provided always, that such tribes .or n~twn~ shall. agree to 
desist from all hostilities against hts Bntann1c maJesty, ~nd 
his subjects, upon the ratiticat~on of the prc~ent tr~aty ~em~ 
notified to such tribE'~ or natwns, and shall so dc.:;t~t accord 

ing!r· 
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Art. X.-Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable w ita 
the principles of humanity and justice, and whereas both his 
Britanni~ majesty and the United States are desirous of con
tinuing their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is hereby 
agreed that both the contracting pal'ties shall use their best 
endeavors to accop:1plish so desirable an object. 

Art. XI.-This treaty, when the same shall have been rati
fied on both sides, without alteration by either of the contract
ing parties and the ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be 
bindin~ on both parties, and the ratifications shall be exchanged 
at Washington, in th~ space of four months from this day, or 
sooner, if practicable. 

In faith whereof, we tbe respective plenipotentiaries, have 
signed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals. 

Done, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth day of 
December, on'e thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

GAMBlER, 
HENRY GOUI.~BOURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS, 
JOHN QUINCY ADA.:\IS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLA.Y, . 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Now, therefore, to the end that the said treaty of peace and 
amity may be observed with good faith, on the part of the 
United States, I, Jamcs M.tdison, president as aforesaid, hare 
caused the premises to be made public: and I do hereby enjoin 
all persons bearing office, ci~· il or military, within the United 
States, and all others, citizens or inhabitants thereof, or being 
within the same, faithfully to observe and fulfil the said treaty, 
and every clause and article thereof. 

In testimony whereof I have caU'Ised the seal of the United 
States to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 
my hand . 

. Done at the city of w· ashington, this eighteenth day of 
February, in the ye<~r of our Lorcl one thousJ.nd eight 
hundred and fifteen, ancl of the sovereignty and inJc
pcndcncc of the United States the thirty-ninth. 

JAl\lES MADISON. 
By the president, 

JAMES :\IONROE. 
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Armistice proposed at the first of the war, refusal of the president to rati fy, Vol. I. Jj. First 
one p~oposed by slf George Prevost, 78. Its ill effects, ib. and 18 1. Refusal of the presiden t 
to rat1fy, so. Genenl Sheaffe•s, 100. Its termination, 10;. Another proposed by s1r George 
Prevost, 181. 

Ar71!Strong, Mr. Secretary, his plan of operations against Upper Canada, Vol. I. IS'l. Change• 
h1s plan to an attack upon Montreal, S0'.!-3. 11 is orders to major-general Hampton, 305. 
The like to .g~nuall\1'Clure, respecting the burning ofNewark, Vol. ll. 9. His plan fo r t he 
1814 campa1gn, 78- 79· 

.Army, for the defence ofWashington-cify, its organization , Vol. IT. 'l74. Its strengt h at Bla
densburg, 284. Its defeat, 286-~. Retreat through Washington, 289. Encamps at George
to"n heights, 296. Its strength and inactive state, ib. 
-- for the defence of Baltimore, its organization and strength, 311 -18, I s defeated, and 

retreats to the entrenchments in front of the city, Slfi- 20. 
A tlas, United States• letter ot;.marque, capture of the, Vol. 11. ;o. 
Au.r Canards, river of, skirmish at, \'ol. I. 59, 

B. 
Baltim()rt, described, Vol. TI. SIO, Attack upon, 312.-27. 5Y~23. Ill effects of its not havi ng 

been persevered in, 3<U- 9. 331. 
B!lrc/ay, captain, R.N. on his way to Lake Erie, joins the centre-division of the army, Vol I. 

163. Compelled to await the equipment of the ship l'letroit, 269. Sails out with her in a 
half-fitted state, and is captured, 27Q-I, Neglect shown to him, 2S6 . 

Barney, commodore, his flotilla descri\led, Vol. !I. 248. Its retreat up the Patuxent to St. 
LEOnard's creek, 'l~2 . Skirmishes with it, 2!'>3- 4. Is blockaded, 260. With the aid of a 
land-battery raises the blockade, and proceeds higher up the Patuxent, 261. His official 
letter, ib. Flotilla dest royed at Pig- point, 277-8. Joins general Winder's army, 280. Is 
wounded and taken prisoner at Bladensburg, 289. 

Barratarian freebooters, invited to aid in tile invas ion of Louisiana, Vol. IT . 341. Trick played 
upon the British bv their commandant, ib. Join in defending tile state, anti are pardoned 
by the president, ib. 

Barrie, captain R.N. his official account of the capture of the United States' ship Adams, 
Vol. IT. 487. Commands in the Che>apeake, 332. His proceedings there, ib. Departs for 
St. Mary•s river, 3S4. 

Basden, captain, his repulse from a log-entrenchment, at Twenty-mile creek, Vol. It. 76-S. 41 i. 
Baubee, major, his imprisonment along with convicts, in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol I. 299. 

461. 
Baynes, adjutant-general, his official letter, Vol. I. 413. Remarks thereon, 175. 316. 
B ,·ckwith, sir Sydney, hos officia l account of tile loss in the attack upon Craney island, Vol. !I . 

415. Ditto of the attack upnn Hampton, iu. and 417. 
Benedict, in the Patuxent, prcceedings at, Vol. I!. 2!>4 - 9. 277.300. 
Bennet, captajn, \V. P. United States• army, his trial and acquittal, Vol. I. 43. 
Biddl•, capUiin, United States' army, differs materially in his statements from colonel Macomb, 

Vol. I. Sl8- ly . 
Bienven!L cree~: described, Vol. If. 3o5. 
Bi-<shopp, li:utenam.colonel, his arrival at Frenchman's creek, Vol. I. 115 . Reply to general 

Smyth's summons to surre ndtr Fort·Erie. 1 iS . ~~9. Hi.s official accgu ut of th~ repul.:;e of 
the Americans near Fort-Erie, ~Mi Crosses the 1\-iagnra, and cal'tures the Lattt:nes at Black 
Rock, 228- 9 . Rece1ves a mortal wound, 2'<~. Hi; character. 230. . 

Bissel, colonel, United States' army, land> on an island in the St. Lawrence, and fnghtens 
some fem-1le:;, Vol. I. 3~1. 

Black Rock, nllage of, it s •ituation, Vol. I. ~o. 
----- batteri::-_· their 'ire t1onn Fort .. Erie, \ \d. t. 10) . Capture t,y the Britisr1, QQ8- !30. 

441. Destruy~d. \'~1. !I. ·l:l . Unsuccessful attack ''~""• by colonel Tud<er, 16·2-1. 
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Black-birtl, the Indian Chief, his enterprise, Vol. I. ~26. 
Bladenaburg, battle of, Vol. II. 284-91. 4!)2---!.00. 
Boat, an American one, compared in force with a British mall-of-war brig, Vol. lJ. SSS. 
B~rstler, colonel, United States' army, supposed effect of his.' Ste.ntorian voice,' Vol. I. 114. 

Skirmish with captain K~rr's Indians, 21~. Surrenders, wtth hts detachment, to a smell 
British party, 216-S. 436-7. 

Bostwick, lieutenant-colonel, captures a gan.: of American depredators and traitors, Vol. 11. 5. 
Opinion entertained of the exploit by the presideut of Upper Canada, 395-

Boundary line, \"here it injures the Canadians, Vol. I. 238. 
Brrwyer fort, its construction by general Wilkinson, Vol. JI. 342. Strength, ib. Is attacked 

by four sloops of war, 343. Cuts the cahle of the Hermes, and drives her on shore, S«-6. 
Its capture by major-general Lambert, 39 1-1!. 57o-5. 

Boyd, major -general, United States' army, succeeds to the command at Fort-George, Vol. T. 
219. His misrepresentation, 2!>4. Proceeds with the army gf the centre to the attack of 
Montreal, 2'9. Lands near Chry; tler•s Farm, 321. Attacks colonel Morrison, 329. Is de
feated, 330-1. His gross misrepresentations, SSS-5. Retires to the boats, 338. 

Breaking parole, authorized by the American government, Vol. I. 234-G. 
Brisbane, major-general, crosses the Saranac with his brigade, Vol. 11. 2'20. Silences and drives 

the Americans from their batteries, 221!. 
Brock, major-general, his promptitude on hearin~ of the war, Vol. I. 56. Hi• pr?clamation to 

the Canadians, 358. Its salutdry effect, 64. Arr•val :<t Amherstb_url! and Sa~dw•ch, 68. Sum
mons to Fort. Detroit. fig. Capture of the fort, garnson, and M tclugan terrttory, G9-73. !16"2. 
Proclamation to the Michigan people, 70. 368. Intention of reducing Fort-Wayne prevented 
by sir George Prevost's armistice, 191. Return to Fort-George, 78. Arrival thence at Queens
town, 88. Advance against a superior body of Americans, 89. Death 90. Its immediatt: ill 
consequences, tOO. Character, 103--4. 

Brooke, colonel, succeeds to the command of the British troops opposite to Baltimore, Vol. H. 
3 t7 . Defeats the American army, 318. His official account, 508. Re-embarks at North
point, 326. In the field at New Orleans, but not at the head of his regiment, 360. 

Brawn, major-general, United States• army, his curious stratagem to deceive sir George Prevost 
at Sackett's H"rbor, Vol. I. 171. Lands near Chrystler•s farm, 320. Skirmishes with, arni 
is delayed in his march by, a small force undu brevet-major Dennis, 321-2. Rejoins the 
expedition at JJarnltart's, 338. Proceeds to Sackett•s Harbor, 351. Mistakes l1is orders, and 
marches for Onondago hollow and back, Vol. II. 79. His exaggerated account of the busi
ness at Oswego, 105. 430. Proceed£ to Batavia, 114. Is ordered to cross the Niagara, ib, 
Issues a general order, ib. 430. His force, 115. Crosses the strait, and takes Fort-Erie, 110. 
Defeats major-general Riall, 118-25. His force after the battle, 1'25. Advances to Chippe
way and Queenstown, 129. Detaches general Swift to reconnoitre Fort·G~rge, ib. Wants 
commodore Chauncjy to co-operatE in an attack upon Kingston, ISO. Calls a council, 133, 
Detaches a strong force to invest Fort-George, ib. Advances upon Fort-George, 137. Re-enters 
Queenstown, and recrosses the Chippeway, where he encamps, 138. Engages, and is defeated 
hy Jieutenat-general Orumtnond, at Lundy's Lane, 13!}--49- His official letter, 149. 443. 
h wounded, and crosses t<> Buffaloe, 150. His force in the battle, 154-5. Resigns the 
command to major-f>eneral Ripley, 446. Resumes the command, and is reinforced, 1!'!9. Re
solves upon a sonic, '.!30. His official account, 234. Falsehood in it, 135. )s superseded by 
general Izard, 238. Repairs to Sackett's Harbor, 240. 

Brownstou:11, village of, its situation, Vol. I. 49. Skirmiih at, 61. Scalps takeR by the Ameri
cans at, 66. 

IYn{laloe creek, its situation, Vol. I. 50. Ill effects of not destroying the schooners fitting at 
28.'>. Destruction of three small ones, in 1813, Vol. JJ. 22. • 

---· village, its situation, Vol. I. 50. Attacked and destroyed, Vol. 11. 22. 4oo-4, 
Bulger, lieutenant, his successful enterprise against the United States• schooners, Tigress and 

Scorpion, 197. 201. His official account, 460. 
Burdick's Political and Historical Register, extracts from, Vol. I. 43. 287. 291. m. 296. Vol. 11. 

90. 

Burlington, Americ~n troops at, in 1813, Vol. T. 245. 
Butler, colonel, United States• army, his official account of captain Basden'& repulse, Vol. [. 

417. 
c. 

Cdedonia, N. W. company's brig, her capture, Vol. I. 81-3. 
C<lmpaig11, Canadian, of 1812, its commencement, Vol.!. ~6. Termination, 130. 

of 1813, it• commencement and progress, Vol. I. 131. to Vol. II. gg, 
of 1614, its commencement and progress, Vol. TJ. 72-243. 

CamP.btl!, colo!Jel, '!· S. army, land< at Dover, in Upper Canada, and burns the houses and 
.m•lls of the mhabttants, Vol. JI. 109-11. Slight censure passed upon him by a court of 
mqutry, lb. 

Caoo.dian lakes, briefly described, Vol. T. 46-H. 
--- militia, their deficiency of arms, Vol. I. 74. Good behaviour, H5. 312. 
Canada, Upper, general Hull's invasion of, Vol. T. ~8-77. General Van Rensselaer's ditto 

83-10i. G~neral ~mith's ditto, 111-26. General Dearborn•~ ditto 143-164. 20i-J3: 
General Harnson's dttto, 274-2~7. ~ 
-, Lower, general Hampton's invasion of, 30~7- See Expedition. 

Capitol, E.t Wa•hingto~·city, a shot from tbe, kills one soltlier and general Ross's t10rse, Vol. If . 
29~ - . Is de6troyed, 11.>. Capat.le of being made a citadel ~!H. ContaiD£d other public 
butldmgs, or rooms, 1h. ' 

Carolnt.a, U · S. schooner, her force and deot.r11cth•e ftre at New Orleaus Vol 11 311 Is du· 
troyed by llol shot, 3GS. ' ' • ' 
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Carr, lieutenant, U. s. army, his 1\onorab\e conduct, Vol. I. 296, 

~ssin, commodore, his bombasticalletters, Vol. 11. 55. 411. Account or the attac.k on Cranry 

tsland, ~7. 41~. 

Ca1ala11. See Bit>m:enu. 

Cataract, the Niagara, its height, Vol. J. 51. 

Ca1edl, lllr. released from American imprisonment, Vol. 11. JP. 

Centre-diti.i~nof the RritishCanadian army, repulses the enemy at Queenstown, Vol . J, 87-

1~. The hl;e near Fort-Ene, _tt0- 18. Detachment d1iven from York, 14!1.-9. Another de

tachment, afte.r a gallant resiStance, rt· llr~ s from Fort-Geor~;e towards Burlington Htights, 

~~~0. A thud detachment attacks and re~reats from Sackctt'• Harbor, 16~-i?. Critical 

Sltuatton of tbe detachment at Burhngton Hetghts, ~03. Its gallant and successful effol't, 

204 - 1'.!. everal parttal ~uccesses, ~14-20. 2iB-30. Its advance to St. David's, 2.>2. Its 

total numbe_rs, 253. Mak_es a demonstration upon Fort-George, 254. Encrrased sickness, 

257. Effective strength, tn September _18:3, 258. Retreats to Burlington, Vo l. I J. 3. Is 

ordered to, but doe< n~t, ret 1re ~1pon Kmgston, 4. P~rsu es general M•cture, 7. Enters 

Fort-George, 11. Carnes Fort-N1agara, 1~18. Enters Lewistown, Black Rock an d Buf

faloe, 18-25. Goes mto wmter·quarters, '17. ( ' ow called right-division.) Defeated at 

Steets' creek, l~o-s. Ht.-6. Defeats gener.11 Brown's army at Lundy•s lane 143- 59 

4g6--4 • Enca!"ps near Fort-Erie, 161- Fails in an assault upon the work, 169:_77, Ho: 

1ts stren~th m ~eptemher, IS 14, 2 9. Its advan.:e attacked by the garrison from Fort-Erie, 

2SI_. Dnves the Amenca~s to thelf fort, '233. Its encreased sicknes3 , '236. Reti res to 

Chtppeway, '237. AffaJT wtth a detachment at Lyon's creek, 239. Is re-inforced 240 

Regains possession of the Niasara-frontier, and goes into winter-quarters, 2-l \. ' · 

---, American Canadian army of the, its organization and strength, Vo l. 1. 80. Repulse 

near Fort-Erie, IlD-I • Success at York, 14'2- 9; and at Fort-George, 150- 66. Advance 

towards Burlin(':ton Heights, 203. Defeat at Stoney_ creek, 20~12. Retreat to Fort-George, 

213- 14. t'artml lo~ses, 214-'lO. 230. Str.e~1gthlm July ,_ !SI3, 2;3 , I n September, 2;g, 

Loses the opportumty of -~ptunng the Bnush centre-d1V1s10n, tb. De parts to join t he 

northern army, 1n an ex.ped1,t1on aga1nst Montreal, 259 . . I ts subsequent proceed i n ~•. 300- 52. 

Is re-organized at Batav1a, "\ ol. II. 114. Takes Fort-Ene, ll!i. Defeats general Riall, I!D-7. 

Advances to Queenstown and Fort. George, 1'!9. 137. Retires to Queen , town and Chippeway, 

IJi---8. Is defeated at Lundy's lane, 14~-7- Retreats to Fort-Ene, 158. Repels an assault 

upon the work s, 17D-7. Makes a sortie tlpon the Bnttsh battenes, '231-6. Is re-inforced 

by general Izard's army, 23~. "Evacuates the Canadian territory , 2~0. 

Cham~, captain, bis imprisonment along with convicts in Fra nk fort Penitentiary, Vol. J, 

299. 461. 
Champlai,, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. 'l37. Belongs wholly to the Americans, 

23i. Proceedings upon, in 1813, !!39-248. 

town entered by the British, in 1813, Vol. I. 244 . 

Chandler, brigadier-general, U. S. army, his capture by the British, Vol. I. 206. 

Chapin, major U. S. militia, identified as the head of a gang of depredators, Vol. T. 218 . 

His inhuma~ treatment of some wounded British prisoners, 227. H is vaunting account of 

an affair with a British piquet, Vol. 11. 2. 

Chaptico, proce~dings at, Vol. I L 265-

Char~es, of unparalleled gallantry, Vol. I I. 86- 7. 

Cloarlatown, in the Chesapeake, proceedings at, Vol I! . 49. 

Chateaugay ri•er, battle of the, Vol . I. 306- 17. British official account of, 462 . 

Chauncey, commod,re, his arrival at Sackett's Harh~r, Vol. I. 121. Comme~ces equippi ng a 

fleet, ib. Attack upon York, U. C. 141 - 9.404. :sounds the approach to fort-Georg_e, 150. 

Bombards that fort and Newark, 152. Returns to Sackett's Harbo r to awatt the equ 1pmen t 

of the Pike 212. Sails in her to the head of the lake, 23 1. Lands troops and seamen near 

Burlington Heights, ib. Overrat~s the. British _forces and re-embarks the troops, ib . Carries 

away, as prisoners, some infirm mhab_1tants, 1b. Proceeds to York, ~nd lands troops u10der 

lieutenaot-colonel Scott, 2~2. Empt1es the gaols, and pltmders the mhablta nts, 233. H1s 

corre,pond~nce with general Will<inson, 30~. 

Chu,es, 1\fr. his speech to congress, Vol. I. 287. 

CM&apeake bay, operations in the, Vol. I I. ~0-69. 248- 333. 

Chicago packet, her ca.pture, Vol. I. 59. 

---- fort, its abandonment, Vol. I. G7. 

Chipp=ay river, its situation, Vol. I. St. 

fort, ditto, ib. 
vill'>ge, ditto , ib. 

----- U. S. schooner, her destruction, Vol. I!. '19. 

Citi=en<, Am eri can, :\1r. :'.l adison's charge of impressing "thousands" of them, Vol.!. S. 

Actual number impressed, H. 

- , nati>e and naturalized, pretended equal!ty of rights, ib. 

Cit: ili::atiov , Indian, how promoted by the American governmen t, 180- 3. 

Clark , colonel Thomas, libelnpnn refuted, y,L I. tG-2. C_ontrihutes to the capture or colonel 

Ba:rstler. \!lli. His attac!< u pon Fo rt-Schl n>Se r, 'll9. H,; account of colone l BisshOJ>P'• suc

cess ful enterprisf agai ns• Black Rock, 441-:l-

Ciarke, Elii a h, an ex patriatedAmeric3n citizen, case of, Vol. I. 43. Hi s acquitta l Ly a cou rt

martial, ib. 
Clay, the honorab' e Her•<J", his war -speech, Yol. I. 77,. Subsequent apostacy, Vol. 11. 5S~. 

<:lark, brigade-major, h is shame ful treatment, wt11 !e m a wounded sta te, by the .-\men cam, 

207-
C/imate or the Cana<!as, its S(VPrity, Vol.!!. ,, 8. 

Coan rlnr, procerdm~:s a t , Vol. I!. 26 i . 
Q Q2 
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Corhrane, vice-admiral, re ruse! his cons~nt to oue of !ir George Prevost's armistices, Vol. U. 
I 182. Arrive• in the Chesapeake with major-general Ross, 275. His ill-advised letter to )Jr. 
Munroe so2. 50~. Proceeds to attack llaltimore, SI~. His official account, 514. Departs for 
Halifax' ss 1. Effect of his threatening letter at New Orleans, !140. Arrives oft' the Chandeleor 
isl ands,' 348. Detaches a force against the American gun-boats, 349. His official aecount of 
the New Orleans proceedings, 5~0. 

Cock burn, rear ·admiral, arrives in the Chesapeake, Vol. 11. Si. Proceeds to the head of the 
'bay, SS. Approaches Frenchtown, 34. Js fired upon from a battery, ib. Lands the 
marines, ib. Ueuroys some stores and vessels, ib, His principle of acting <Jeveloped1 S5. 
Purchases stock at Turkey point, and Specucie i•land, ~6. Is fired at and menaced trom 
Havr• de Grace, S6-7. Proceeds to attack the place, 37. Is fired upon by the inhabitants, 
who wound the bearer of a flag of truce, 38. Lands, ib. Destroys several abandoned 
houses, ib. Also -a cannon foundry, 39. Detaches a forceul' th€ '>usquehanna, 40. Pro
ceeds to Georgetown and Fredericktown, 46. Sends two ArBericans to warn the inhabitants 
against making resistance, 47. Is fired upon, and lands, ih. Destroys the abandoned 
houses, ve>Sels, and stores, ib. Lands at a town near the Sassafras, and is well received, 
~s-9. The like at Charles town in the neighbourhood, 49. Retires from the bead of the bay. 
ib. His account of his proceedings, 41J4-I t. Proceeds to Ocracoke harbor, 69. Capture"" 
two fine letters of marque, 70. Lands at Ocracoke and Portsmouth, ib. Lands at Leonard's 
town in St. Mary's, 263. At Nominy ferry, ib. At Ham burgh and Chaptico, 26>. Up the 
Veocomico, 21!6. At Kinsa le, ib. Takes a battEry on the banks of the Coan riYer, 'l67. 
Proceeds up St. Mary's creek. Goes on shore to reconnoitre the route to Washington, 
975. His plan to prevent surprise, ib. Sng~ests an attark on Washington, 276. Proceeds 
to the attack of commodore Barney's floulla, 277. Joins major-general Ross at Upper 
Marlborough, and d~cides on immediately attackinq Washington, !81. Advances towards 
Washin gto n, 283. His account of the battle of Bladensburg, 4~. Is near capturing 
Mr. Madison, 291. Approaches \Vashington, 293. Advances with the light-companies on 
general Rnss's being fired at, ib. Enters the presidenys palace, i94. Its destruction. 29>. 
\Vas blamed by h!S commandmg officer for not hav1ng acted more ngorously, SOl. His 
official account of the business at W3.Shington, 492. Jteconnoitres the enemy at Ba ltimore, 
314. Hi• concern at general Ross's death, Sl!i. Official account of the Baltimore demon
•tration, >17. Sails for Bermuda, 331. Return• to the Cllesapeake, S3S. Sails to Amt>lia 
island, 334. Arrives at, and takts posse>Sion of, Cumberland island, 33:., 

Colonial Journal, extract from, Vol. I. 258. 
Columbian Centinel, extract from, Vol. 11. 297. 
Congress, secret law of, to take possession of West Florida, Vol. 11.341. 
Co11victs, list of, in Fankfort Penitentiary, Vol. I . 461. 
Council, of war, American, its despatch, Vol. I. 211. S IS . Fortunate decision, 339, Ditto, 

Voi.IT.I2. 
------, British, its firmness, Vol. I. 120. Ditto, Vol. JI. 4, 
Court-martial upon lielltenant-colonel Mullins, extracts from, Vol. Il. 37:i. 377.379. 
Craney island, unsu·:cessful attack upon, Vol. II. ~6-GS. 41-7. Badly managed, t54, 
Cririe, lieutenant, R.N. his noble behaviour, Vol. II. 53.411. 
Cumbe1·land island, taken possession of by the British, Vol. IT. 335. 
Cou.rt of inquiry u;wn colonel Camp bell, its indulgent proceedings, Vol. H. 111. 

D. 
Darby's Louisiana, extracts from, Vol. IT. 346-7. 
Dearborn, major-gen eral , U: S. army, ap pointed to.command the army of the north, Vol. 1. 

128. Mf~:I'Ch es to Champlam, 1?9· De~ches :'skirmishing party, ib. Returns to Plattsburg 
and Burhngton, ISO. Places Ills army m to wmter-quarters, ib. Proceeds to the attack of 
York, U. C. HI. Arrives there, 14S. Captures the place, 146. 400. Proceeds to Niagara, 
150. H1s account ?f the capture of fort-Gec.'rge, 157. 41'2. Detaches a strong force in 
pursUtt of .general Vmcent, and to take Fort-Ene, 163. Effects the latter, 164. DetaCh<'$ 
two bngad1er-generals to capture or destroy the British at Burlingtor. Heights, 1!03. Cap
ture of the former, and retreat of tl~e Americans to fort-George, 20-i--13. His strange 
account, 2,09· H>s defens1ve prera.rat1ons, and alarm, at Fort-George, 2 t4~1~. Detaches 
a force ag.am•~ l!eutenant-colonel B1ss.hopp at the Beaver dam, ~I>. Jts entire capture, 2l6 
-18. HIS offic1al account of the affa1r, 439. HJS resignation of the command -ll9. 

D ebart:rh, captain, hi> interview with geneFal Hampton, Vol. I. s 13, ' 
D eceptions, military, curious divulgement respecting, Yol. I. 162, 
D elaware . town, afl'air at, Vol. 11. 75-7.417. 
D ennis, brevet-majo~, his sk ilflll arrangements and gallant behaviour at Hoop-pole creek, 

Vol. !. 3'21-2. H1s sudden promotion by the Americans, 322. 
D e_Rottenb!Lrg, major-general, .suc.ceeds major. general Sheaffe a~ president of Up er c d 

Vol.!. 2 19. H1s departure for Kmgston, 261. ' P ana a, 
D e Sal!Lberry.' lieutenant-colonel.' his for.ce .n~ar Chateaugay, Vol. I. SIJ7. Hears of the 

approach ? I general Hampton, 1b. H1s JUdiCIOus arrangement to check his advance so
7
-p 

Defeats h1m, SOP-17. ' ' 
Deserters, parti~l decision respec ting, Vol. I. 43. How considered by Mr. Madison, H. 
---·, Hr>tlsh, number from colonel Scott, Vol. J. 351. Ditto, from sir Geor e Prevost 

m the Plattsburgexped>tlon, Vol.!(, 2~3. Bounty offered to 271. g 
Detroit, river, described, Vol. I. 4S. ' 
--.. , town, ditto, ib. 

-., fort, _ d>tto; .ib . Summonec! to surrender, 69. Attack upon, ib. Jts ea>y surrendeP, 
70-4: S62- ,6 .. l.nt.1Sh and Amencan force present at, 71-4. Ordnance stores found a.t 
7» . Elfe.cts of >ts su> render upon the cabmet at Wasl·l iogtou, 76. s~e Michigan, • 

-·, bng, (late Adams,) her r~capture, Yol, I. 81-~. 
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De 1~11t'llille, major-general, his official account of the sortie from Fort-Erie, Vol. 11. 46!1. 
bickso-. Mrs. inhuman treatmtnt of her, when ill in bed o.t Newark, Vol. JJ. 8, 
-, counsellor, dtstruction of his library by the Amer icans, ib, 
-, Mr. Thomas, released from an American prison, rh. 
-, colonel, dilf~u with colone l Thornton as to the force required to hold general 

M organ's lines, Vol. 11. S8o. ~~6. ~4!1. 
Dvbb., captain, R.N., conveys five boats over land to Lake Erie, and captures, in a gallant 

manner, the U. S. s~hooners Somers anrl Ohio, Vol. 11. 166-8. 449, 
Don Juan De Anaya, the Mexican fi eld -marshal, as.sisted in defending New Orleans, Vol. II. SRg, 
Don Quirote, quotation from, Vol. li.JH. 
Dorer, on Lake Erie, attack upon , Vol. H. 10!1, D estr<>yed under the orders of colonel 
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2~S. Strength ofO>e garrison, 229. Sortie from, upon the British batteries, ~St. lts partial 
success, i23~3. I s destrc.yed and evacuated by the American troops, 2-10. 
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43&-8. 
Flag of truce, scheming one, sent by the American commodore, at New Orleans, Vol. 11. 
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tun~g U. :s schooners, Somers and Olllo, 449. At lllichillmactnac, t9:.. In capturing the 
\J. S. scl>oo~ters , 11gress and ScorpiOn, 198. 41il. At l'lattsburg, ~Q3-4. 464. At the sortte 
from Fort-Ene, 234.471. AtLyon•s-creek, 'l.l9. At Hladensburg, 290. 499. At llloor's-field.5, 
30Q. At Balumore, S~l. 326.513. Up St. !llar:,.'s river, 33o. At the bombardm~nt of Fort
~owyer, 3H. At the capture of the gun-boats near Lake-Borgne, 3>0. ~\\b. At tite sc•eral at
lacks near New Orleans, 388. b3i-~. ~3~. ~iO, 54ll-3, bH-7. At the surr£nder of fort• 
¥ol"yer, 391. 5i:i1 · 

, 
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L oui <ia na state, its conqu st early submitted to the British gm•ernment, \'ol.ll. 939. Ex
pected aid from its inhabitants1 'HO. Its r_ich cotton crops, ib. Address to the inhab itant• of, 
by Rnt1sh officers, S ~ I. Def~n s 1v e preparations by the governor of 346. Its frontiers describtd 
S~6-7. Its eva cuati on by the Brit ish, 387. ' ' 

----- U. S. ship, her armament and crew, Vol. 11. 96'2. Joins the Carolina schoone;, 363-
0 pens up~n the ll 1 it ish troops, ib . Ought to have been fired u pon immediately, ib. Towed 
awa v a lter the aro :ina' s explos ion, ib . Ill effc·cts of her escape, 361). 

L ower Cmzatla, inhabitants of, their patriotic behaviour, Vol. 1. 908-IS. 342. S45. 
L undy's-l11. ne, battl e of, Vol. I I. 14'2-:\9, 436--18. 
L yon'• c:·reek, skirmish at, Vol. I!. 238. 

M . 
. 1\Jacdonnel l. maj or, his mission to Ogdensburg, as a i ag of truce. Vol. T, IS5. Treatment he 

experienced , ib . ~uccced s 10 the command at Prescott, ib. Is denied permission to attack 
Ogdensburg. bu t ge ts lea\e to make a demonstration upon the ice, IS6 . Collects his force and 
c rosses the St. Lawrence, IS?. Is fired upon from OgJensburg, 1 ~8. His capture of Og
dem bmg, and eleven pieces of cnnnon, IS9. His official letter to sir George Prevost, S9S. 
-~I t eration marle in it, H O. (Lieutenant-colonrl.) Commands a fo rce near Chateaugay, 307. 
P ractises a successfu l7·use de g uer re upon general Ham pton, SIO. 

J.lcJCdor.ougi. , cnmm l)dore, hiS ca utious behaviour, Vol. I. 'H6-7. Hears of the departurt or 
cnptam Everard from Lake-Champlain , and then sails out, 2<8. His boastfu l letter, 4o0, 
Launches his ships at Yergennes , Vol. I!. 96. His desi gnation of two cutters, 3o3, 

].lacjar lane, ~Jr . John, reled.Sed from American imprisonment, Vol. 11. 18 • 
. /ltac~odic- •~t·tr, proceedings at, Yol. IL 265 • 
. Macom~ . colonel, U. S army, advances to > the attack of Matilda, Vol. 1. 318-19. His curious 

arcouut, as contrasted wit11 captain Biddle's, ib . (Major-general.) Retires br fo re sir George 
Pre<ost , \"ol. 11. qo1. Crosses the Saranac, and fortifies his position, 209. His state of des
pair, 216. Sudden exult.ttion, 1b. His official letter, 220-4. 465. 

]lfac·rue's houu, ga llant affair at, Vol. I I. H. 
~Jad~<on , Mr. h is war-manifesto, Vol. I. 2-1 5. Reply to it, 16-40. His profitable versatility, 

H. Charges the British ,.; th what he him se lf openly practices, 180. His ludicrou• boast of 
J,a,-ing t he command of Lake-Huron, Vol. I!. 199. Was on the fie ld at Bladensburg, 285. 
H is n; rrow escape, ~9 1, Flight, ib. Designation by an American genua!, ib. His procla
m ation , 300. 5.l6. 

Mag'uaga, sktrmi:;h at, Vol. I. 64 - 7. 
l\1onche<; IM"", American village of, shares the fate of Kewar k, Vol. II. 19. 
M cnife>to, l\lr. ~l3diso n'>, Vol. I. 2- 15. 
-----,the p• ince regent's, Vol.], 16. Compared with Mr. Madison's, 41. 
J,Jrm1ers, captain, exchanges paro le with an American cap tain, while both lie wounded on the 

h•d at Ston ey -crt< k, 'ol. I. 208. American misrepresentation corrected, ib, 
fthllborough , Lowtrand Upper, proceedings a t, Yol 11 :259. n9 . 
.Ma"'i"e and teprisal , American letters of, Vol. 1. I!>. 
----------, Brit ish ditto, Vol. I. 16. 
May<ou:r: , serje:w t, h is heroic behaviou r, and dastardly murder, Vol. II. ~55-9 • 
• ~J ·Arthn1·, ge neral, U. S. a rmy, his 'miraculou~ ' ••cape, Vol. I. 61 . His disgraceful proceed

in~'> in tl.e western district of Upper Canada, Vol. IJ. 'H I-S. 
,u• (;lure, m aj or. aenera l, IJ . S. milina, marches from Fort George, as if in _Pursuit of general 

v" •ntent, Yul. 11. s . Ketreats to Fort-Ge•,ge before colon el Murray, 7. G1ves half an hour's 
nvtice to the inl ,al>ilan ts o f f\ew ark, and l h("n sets tire to th e1 r trnv n, 8, 9. Abandon's Fort
George an d retre.J.ts across th e ri\ er, 11. Orders the commandant al Fort · Niaga ra to prepare 
fc,r an a ttack, 10. 398 . 400. Is jt~stly charged by his countrymen as the cause of the desola 
tion of their vi ll ages, 26. 

M· C~ lloch , cap ta in, U. s. Arm y, his letter to his wife, Vol. I . fi2. 
ftl'Dougal, m ajor, his evidence at colonel Mullins's court-martial, Vol. IL 311-
iti'Douall , lieutenant-co lon e l, his boisterous passage across L<>:ke-Huron,Vol.JI. 1e~-7. Ar

r ives a t Mich1lim aC'inac, ib. Detaches a force aga10st Prame du Ct11en, I b. H1s gallan t 
defence o f \l ichi' imad nac, 193. Official account of the repu lse of the Amencans, 4 ~8. 
G ross libe l upon him ref uted, 20 1- 2 . 

. M ·J...·ny li u:enan t-tclonel of the Michigan fencibl es, departs for, and attacks and carries , th 
fort o'f Prai rie du Chien ,'on tbe Mississippi, Vol. 11. 187-90. His official account of the Ell· 

t trprise , 4 :.6 . 
M ' .l!icking, l l r. P eter, re leased from American imprisonment, Yol. IJ. 18. 
Jl'l'herson, l ie uteuant-colonel, U. S. army, his opinion of the conducl of the British at L 

Colle m rll, Yol. I I. fl7. ' 
M •Queen, scrjeant, o f the Canadian militia, his gallantry, Vol. I I. 7t. ' 
Jj(I edc:alj, JieutL·nan t, of t he Ca nadian militia, his euterprising spirit, and gallant capture of a 

body o f American regulars, Vol. IL 7S-4. 
M eigs, fo;t, i ts cons t ru ction, Vol. I.~~~. Strength, 190. Att ack upo!l, by colonel Proctor, ib . 

Sortie fr om the gar rison, 1 99. Rtpulse of the A mencans, 200. Hemforcement to the garn
son, 197. The !attt r storm and carry tile Bri tish batteries, !98 . Baticnes re-taken, 1b. Cap
ture or destruct ion of nearly the wh••le A men ca n stormmg party, 1b. 418. 

M emoirs, Wilkinson ' s, extracts fr om, Vol. I. 80. 85. ~6. 87. 90. 92. IS3. 153. 170. 17_1. 172. 
233-6. 252. '2 55 2!>7-9. 50 2-4. 315 . 318- 22 . S'l.6-9. 332. 33!> . 338. 3•3 . ~46-7. 350. Vol. I! . 
So. 62 . 7~ - 79. 83.85- 9.91. 94. 10'2. 105.108. 114. 117. 1'21-3. 126. 127. 131-S . 140, IH. 148, 
1 ; O, 156--'7. 159. \!78- 81 . 263. \!£6. 290. 29~-5. 303. S42. 360. 3~5. 36Y. 39i!. 

Merclv1ndize, admitted by the Americans to be 'goo~ prize,' Vol. 11, 19~. 3SS. 

M~mi 1·iver, its situation, Vol. I. 50, See Mcigs. 
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Micl•igan, lake, ilssituation and extent, Vol. 1.48. 
-·territory, surrender of the, to the British, Vol. I. 70.3158. Firat American attempt at_ 

179. Is recovered by major-general Proctor's defeat, 28~. 
Micliilimacinac, island of, its situation, Vol. I. •1· 
---.--,fort, its situation, Vol. J, 48. Its capture, ~6. 3~3-~. Meditated recovery. 

Vol. H. 185. lts garrison rdnforced, 1M7. Attack upon it by the Americans, 1113. Tbeirre
pulse, 195-6. 408. Restored by the treaty of peace, 393, 

Mills, captain, tJ. S. army, exchanges parole with captain Manners, Vol. J. !!OS. la sent to the 
American lines by a flag of truce, ib. 

Mohmpk Indians, their faithfulness, Vol. 1. 1!22. 
MO'IIt?·eal, in Lower Canada, expedition against determined upon, Vol. I. !l5S, 
---·,strength of the city, Vol. I. 304, 
Moor's·ficlds, skirmish at, Vul. 11.308. 
Moose·island, its capture, Vol. li. !14!>--6. 47~5. 
Moravian village, its situation, Vol. I. 284. Destruction by general Harrison, ib. See Thamn. 
Morfan, major-general his linesatNew-Orleans, Vo1.1J. 367.371. Is driven from them,,8~-7. 

547. b5H-62. 
Mor•ison, lieutenant-colonel, proceeds from Kingston down the St. Lawrence, to annoy gene

ral Wilkinson's reur, Vol. 1. 323. Lands at Point-lroquois, 324. His exact force, 3i6• 
Draws up his small arm:y near. Chrystler's _fa~m, 328. Is attacked by general Boy<l, 329. 
Defeats him notwitbstandmg h•s great super10nty of numbers, m a masterly style, 329-39. 
His official ~ccount, 4n7-70. Proceeds further down the river, 339. Arrives at Cornwall, 
340, Detaches a force to Hamilton and Ogdensburg, !HO-I. 4G). 

Mu.ir, major, his imprisonment along with convicts in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. J, 299. 4M. 
Mulcaster, captain, R. N. his passage down the St. Lawrence from Kingston, Vol. I. 3~. Ar· 

rives at Fort- \•Velliugton, 324. Lands troops at Point-1roqu•,is, ib. Cannonades ttJe armed 
gun-boats, 325. 

Mullins, lieutenant colonel, of the 44th regiment, his fatal misunderstanding respecting the 
facines and la<l<lers, Vol. I!. 375, His reported neglect, ib. Extractafrom tile court-martial 
upon him, 37)-9. 

Mu.nro, Mr. approves of-the burning of NewarkA Vol. 11. I 1. His convenient designation of 
the inhabitants or Havre-de-Grace, 42. t>O~. Uumsy excuse for the burning of St. David's, 
136. His reply to Admiral Cochrane•s letter, 302-3. ~O·l. 

1\Iurray, colonel, embarks at lsle-aux-Noix, and lands at Plattsburg, Vol. I. 1M2. Destroys the 
arsenal and barracks up the river Saranac, ib. Re-embarks, bringing away a quantity of naval 
stores, 943. 448. Marches against general i\1'Clure, Vol. 11.7. Er.ters Fort-George, 11. 396. 
Crosses to the attack of Fort-Niagara, IS. Storms and carries tb~ fort in a few minutes, 
14-18.396--8. 

-,sir George, his arrival in the Can;l<ias, Vol. Il. 393. Immediate retarn on account of 
the peace, ib. 

N. 
National Intelligencer, extracts from, Vol. II. 198.271. 296. 333. 
Nati1;e, and adopted American officer, their letters compared, Vol. H. '.!61. 
Naval Monument, an American publication, extracts from, Vol. I. 2~9. Vol. J). 53. !140. 
--- Occu.rrences, James•s, referred to, Vol. I. 122. 174. 209. 231. '.!40-1. '.!47. 25~. 260, 

271-4, Vol.IJ. 23. 32. :06. 97. 101. 109. 1~. 131. 167. 190. 200. 211. 2~0. ~26. 2-H. 230. 
276--7.302. 353. 

-- History of the United States, extracts from, Vol. I. iH-9. \'ol. JI. 23.353. 
Negroes, in the Chesaptake, mistatements respecting, Vol. I I. '.!68-i t. 333. 
New_aTk, village of, its situation and size, Vol. I. i>'l. Injury receh·ed by shot frem Fort

Nmgara, 108. Entered by the Amertcans, 159, Burnt by tl)e Americans, Vol. ll. R-11 . 
New Orleans! cit~ of, its richness, Vol. 11. 340. _Menaced with an attack, ib. Its line of 

ma11t11ne mvas10n, 346. Its extent and populatiOn, 347. Defensive preparations at 348 
Consternation of the inhabitants at the loss of 1he gun-boats ~S4. Placed under m'artiai 
law, ib. Description of the surrounding country, 3;s-7. ' 

New York, plan of the ci\y described, Vol. lJ. 291!, 
Niagam rive r, its situation, Yol. I. ;u-S3. 
~-- falls, their height, Vol. I. !>I. 

----. fort, it ~ situation and strength, Vol. I. 5~. Vol. I!. t.l. Cannonade between it and 
For~-George, Vol. t. 10'.!. 108. l!ombatds Fort-George, 15!. Is stonnet1, and carried by 
colonel Murray, Vol. 11. 13-1 8.306. 400. Its recovery contemplated; 7o. Restored at the 
peace, 393. 

frontier, British, its regular force in September, IS I~, Vol. I. so. 
----~---,American, alarm caused by its exposed state in December, 1813, Vol. I. 

19. 
Nichol, lieutenant-colonel, of the U. C. ntilitia, his dwelling-house distillerv and other 

buildings, destroyed by the AJnericans, Vol. 11. IO!J-1~. Points out'a route for 'the carriage 
of captain Dobbs's boo.t to Lake Erie, 167. 

No1niny ferry, proceedings at, Vol. 11. '.!63. 
Nmjo/k He1·ald, newspaper, curious extract from the, Vol, I I. 269. 
No,·th, U S. ~rmy of the, its st~tion a_nd strength itl 1812, Vol. I. 1\l8, Advances towards the 

boundary hne, 129. Hetreat Into wmte~ - quarters, 130. He-advano::e in October, 1813, to join 
general W•lktnson, 305. Its strength, 1b. Attacks a small Bnush force at C.hateaugay 
and I> dnven back to Four Corners, 306-17. Retre&ls to Plattsburg·, ib. Advance undei-
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~~n.cral \Vilkinson, Vol. 11. RI. Is repulsecl at La Colic mill sr-95. Retreats to Cham
p :un, 95 .. Principal part carried. to Sarkett's Harbor by g~n~ral lzard, !Wi. Remainder 
~~~~ n_'aJor-general 1\lacomb, reures to Plattsburg, 207. Its extraordinary good-fortune', 

N~rth.west, U. S. army o f . t~l~, its first proc.eedings, Vol. ), 58. Surrender to the British, 
,u. Renewal, 17A. Its diviSion mto. two wmgs, 179, Proceedings against the Indians, IS!. 
Number of tomahawks supplied to lt, 183. Its great augmentation, 263, 272. Lands at 
Amherstburg, 273. Its strength, 'lH. Defeats the British right-division 281-8 Is di&-
membered, 29R. ' ' 

Norton, the ' Indian chief,• a Scotchman, Vol. 11. 16. 

o. 
Ocracoke harhor, proceedings of the British at, Vol. II. 69-71. 
Officers, British, thtir imprisonment among convicts, Vol.(. 29~-9. 461. 

Ugdeu. burg, ~n American .village, its situation and size, Vol. ). ~'24. Unsuccessful attack 
upon by co.onel Lethbndge, 128. Attacked and earned by maJor Macdonnell, l3i-40. 
l:.nteredagaon by the Bnllsb, 341. 

0~;;:.~• major, his gallant behaviour at Fort-George, Vol. I. 157. Ditto, at Stoney creek, 

Ol.w, u. s. schooner, her capture, Vol. n. 167. ·H9. 

O'.Yeill, M r. taken ~t Havre de Grace, his contemptible beha,·iour, Vol. !I. H. Ludicrou& 
threat resp£cung h1s detentiOn, 46. 

Ollt'lrio, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. ;3, Operations on in I~ IS, 2;2. 
Orders in council, their revocation, Vol. I. 15. 
O<v:ego, fort and river, their description, Vol. JI. 99. Attack upon the fort, too-s. 422-31!. 
Oll~r creek, Lat.e Champlain, umuccessful attack upon, Vol. 11. 96-7. Ill consequences of 

wtth-bo lding troops from, 97. 

Oc rton , major, C. S. army, his official account of the bombardment of Fort St. Philip, Vol. 
11. oo8 . 

P. 
P'lintill!r, an American, of the Platlsburg battle, Vol. !I. 2l•. 
Pakrnham, major-general, his arrh-a.\ on the left bank of the Mississippi, Vol. 11. 363. 

Amount of his force, ib. Determines to attack the American lines in front, ib. Makes an 
unsuccessful demonstration, 368-9. Is cannonaded by commodor~ Patterson•s guns on 
the right bank, Sfjg. Receives a reinforcement, 371. His exact force, 373. Attempts to 
carry general Jacksun's lines, ~7~. His death, 376-8. Exact spot where he fell, 378. The 
cnicf cause of it, 379. His good moral character, 39\J. 

I a/ace, the president's, at 'v\'ashington, a guard of soldiers stationed at, Vol. II. 294. Aban-
doned, ib. Jts dt!Struction justified, 295. so~. 

Parker, captain, R.N., his gallantry and death, Vol. 11. 308-9. 
1-arl!amentary proceedings, extracts from, Vol. I I. 30&. 
Parole, form of one, Vol. I. 234. Duties imposed by, 235. How considered by the Araerican 

government, 2J4--:J . 

- and countersign, none used at New Orleans, Vol. I I. 390. 
Paroling tile Canadians, American m ethod of, Vol. I. 161l. 
Party·spirit, lts occasiona l use, Vol. I. 182. Its height in America, Vol. II. 
Patent office, at \Vashington, not destroyed, Yol. 11. 304. 

Patterson, commodore, orders out his gun-boats to defend the passes into Lake Rorgne, Vol. 
Jl. 3~ 7. Sends a l"trser and doctor to pump admiral Cochrane, 354. His oflicial accounts of 
the co-operation of his ship and schooner, 536. !>39. 5-!1. Constructs a battery on the 
opposite bank, and fir?s upo n tile Britisl1, 369-70. His offic1al account of colonel Thorn ton's 
exploit ou tbe right bank of the Mississippi, 5)9. 

P eace, trt?_ty of, Vol. 11. 575. Som e remarks upon it, SP3. 
Pensacola, taken possession of by t he U. S. troops, Vol. !I. 3~5. 
Pecy, W. tl. captain, R.N. his attack upon, and rept<lse at Fort-Bowyer, Vol. ll. 343-6. 
Perry, commodore, his appearance on Lake Erie, Vol. I. 2G9. Defeat of the Brilish flotilla, 

271. I:.ffects uf h1s VICtory on tile nval arm;es, 271-\!. Accompam~s maJor-g :'! naral 
Harri ;on up the ·n,am es, 276. 

P etite- Coquille fort, British deceived as to its defences, Vol. I I. 3!>8. Real strength known, 364. 
P J.iladelphia Gazette, ext ract from , Vol. 11. H. 
Phillipsburg, Lower Canada, incursions into by the Americans, Vol. I!- 81. 

Pike, lieutenant·Colonel, U. S. army, io detached aga inst a British piquct, Vol. I. 129: His 
men wound each other, 130. Heturns .unsucccss lul, ib. (MaJor.general.) Hts actwn at 
York, l-i3. His death by an ex plosion , 14!>. 

--, U. S. sbii', set on tire by the Americans at ~ackett's Harbor, Vol. I. 170. Fire extill-
guished, I H. Her appearance on the la ke, !:'30. . 

Pukmgtun , lieutenant·colontl, his otficiwl account of the capture of Moose tiland, Vol. II. 
4j~-3. 

Platt>burg, village of, entered by colonel Murray, Voi • .J I. 242. Its situation and size, !lc9. 
Details of the uusuccessful expedition against, 207-28. 461-9· 

pie11der/eath, lieutenant·colonel, his gallant conduct at Stoney creek, Vol. I. 206. At Chryst
l~r•s, 468. Did not ~eport h1s wound, 333. 

j'ocket-halll{kercf,iej, convtrted into a stand of ~olour>, Vol. I. 106. 
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Point-hdre fort, itsstrength, Voi.II.~S4. Taken possession ofby the British, ib. 
Porter, major-general, U. S. militia, his address to his countrymen, Vol. I. 109. 
P~rt6mottth, N. Carolina, British land there, Vol. 11. 70. Quiet behaviour of the inhabitant., · 

71-2. 
Port-Talbol, ~ heads of famili~s robbed and ruined at, by a detachment of American•, Vol. 

JJ. 161--".lo 
P<>ulson's Philadelphia paper, extract from, Vol. H. 29S. 
Prai?·ie du Chien, fort, attacked and carried by a detachment from Michilimacinac, Vol. II. 

187-10. 4!>6-8. 
Prescotl, o~ Fort- Wellingtrm, itl situation, Vol. 1 .. 1!26. St~teof defence in . October, 1812, 

127. Fruitless cannonade again•t Ogt.lensbur&, 1b. lls forttficauons descnbed by an Ame• 
rican oflicer, 349. Intended expedition against, 348-!l. 

Pretide11t's speech, extracts from, Vol. 11. !99. 
Pr.sq' isle harbor, its situation, Vol. I. 49. Ill effects of not destroying the American fleet at 

anchor there, 286. 
Preoost, sir George, his omission to send notice of the war, Vol. I. 68. His first impolitic 

armistice, 78. Ill etfccts of his defensive m easure,, ss. Arrives at Ogdensburg, IS~. 
Verbally refuses to allow major Macdonnell to attack Ogdensburg, 136. Consents to a demon
stration, ib. Writes an order against the attack, 140. His private letter to major Macdonnelt 
afttr the attack had been made, 141. Embarks at Kmgston for the attack of Sackett's 
Harbor, lu~. Proc~eds off the port, ib. Js inducE<~ to return, ib. Stands back for that 
purpose, ib. b invited from the shore to save a party of _Amencan dragoons frem the fury 
of Indians, IG6. Stands in again for that purpose, and brmgs off 70 pnsoners, 1b . lt£-.elves 
to make the attack, ib. Loses the benefit of the wmd, 11>. Lands w1th the troops, 169. 
Experiences little oppositicm, ib. Compels the enemy to set fire to his ships and naval 
stores, 170. Orders a retrfat, 171. Hejects the oilers of major Drummond, ib. ltetums 
to Kingston, 1~3. Remarks upon his proceedings, 173-7. Makes a demonstration upon 
l'nrt-Gcor~c, 25~. His official account of major-general Proctor's defeat, 4!>1. Passes a 
severe censure upon the right-division, 283. Hss \>le•ious neglect of it, ib. Arrives at 
Chateaugay at the close of the battle, 316. Writes the offidal account, S16. 462. Orders 
the evacuation uf all the British porta beyond Kingston, Vol. 11. 4. His intercepted 
letters to general Drummond, 180. Disapproves of night-attacks, ib. Hints at the 
insufficiency of the scaling-ladders, and at the men being deprived o f their flints, 181. Pro
poses another armistice, 182. Commences his march for Platt.sburg, 9.07. Enters an 
American abaudnned camp, ib. Arrives at Plattsburg, 208. Calls for the fleet to co-operate, 
'ilO. Item arks of 'Veritas' on sir George's proceedings, ~11-20. St:u off for 1\lontreal, 
22~. His nf!icial account, 461. 

PriT~ts, 'known to be friendly to the war,' their use in the United States, Vol. I. 1f'l. 191. 
Prisonen, American, plan adopted by the British to protect them from Indian fury, 9.26. 
----, British, most inhuman treatment of, by the American major Chapin, 227. 1\farch 

into the inte ri or, and imprisonment of, among convicts, 2§8-9. 461. Confinement of 
Canadian inhabitants as, in Fort-Niagara, Vol. II. 16. An exchange for all agreed upon, 
183. Its shameful violation, 183-~ . 

Proclamation, general Hull's, Vol. I. ~8. 3!>6. 
----------- Brock's, ditto, 69. 70. 358. 368. 
----------- Smyth's, ditto, 109. 39!. 
--------- Wilkinson's, ditto, 317. 466. 
Proctor, ~olonel, com111anding the British right-division, is ordered by sir George P tevost 

to relram from acung, Vol. I. 181. Its ill erfects on our India .• allies, ib. His advauc" to 
Brow:'stown, and attack of general \'l'mchest~r, 187. 1-lis riefeat and capture of the latter 
and Ius army, 18B-94. Hi s oflictal ktter, 418. His return to Sandwich, to await reinforce
ments, 194. l'10ceeds to attack major-general Harrison, at Fort· Meigs, 195. Erects 
batteries, and opens an ineffectual fire upon the fort, 197. His batteries are stormed but 

. retaken, 196-201. He reti res to Sandwich , QOI. His official letter, 42~. Is rcinfo'rced 
~63. Advances to the attack nf Fort Stephen~on, i26t. Fails in an attempt to storm th~ 
tort, 265-7. Heturns to Saudw1ch, tb. Is rem forced, 269. Sends a detachment on board . 
cap~a111 lla~clay•s fleet, 270. Hetreats after the latter's capture, 2H. Is abandoned by the 
lnd1~n s , 27o. Dmws up Ius force near the 1\lora\'tan vtllage,_ 27R. Ts defeated by general 
Harnsun, 'lSI. E scapes to Ancaster "'th a small part o1 Ius army, 284-5. S1r George 
Prevost's acco unt of his defeat, ~51. 

Pruceedi11gs of con gress , extr,.ct from, Vol. TJ. 2>. 
Pul,[ic buillii1tgs, at Washington, misstatemento respecting their desLruction corrected, Vol. 

ll. Q93-7. 802-6. Their value, 297. !>03 . ' 
Purely, colonel, U. S. army, his operations at Chateaugay, Vol. I. 308 . His o, inion of general 

Hampton, 314. Want of promptitude, 315. 
Put-in-Ba!f, its situation, Vol. I. 49. 
Putman, m;ljor, U. S. army, his letter, surrendering Moose island, \"ol. I I. 474. 

Q. 
Quarterly Rel!iew, reference to Vol. I!. 10. 
Qnebe• journalists, their indiscreet impatience, Yol. JI. '?~6-i. 
Queenstou;n, village of, its situation, and size, \ "o!. l . !>t. Pl~n of attack against. u. force 

at, 111 October, 1~1 '.! , .~7- Attack li i'OII by the ,\mcncans, 86. l>0tails ot the battle at, 89 
-101!: Force of th e Jtwadmg army, yD. lls surrender, 9>. Brit tsh otficial account 376. 
Amencan d1tto, 379. 384. ' 

R. 
Raisin, river, its situation, Vo l. I. M. Battle of the, 187-P1. British official account, 418. 

420. American ditto, ~2\!, 42-t, Amencau calumnks ag~ius t the B1 itish refuted, I!H-•. 
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Rllppalaa11nock rinr, exploit in the, Vol. 11. 3Q. 
Ra:te• described, Vol. ll. ~~3. American mistake respecting them, ib. 
Rtab, lieutenant, U. S. army, his readiness to b~ak his parole, Vol. 1. 2~5. 
Re~lur. force~ British, in the Canadas, at the first of the war, its amount and unequal di•-

tnbutlon, \ ol. I. B. Respect paid to it, 133. 
Reani<>, colonel, his intrepid behaviour and death, Vol. 11. 381. 
R etrittD, North-American, extracts from , Yol.ll. 3!>. 4t-3. 5'2. 
Reynolds, m ajo r, U. C. mi\iti,t, his galla nt behaviour a t Frenchtown, Vol. 1. 18b. 
R ta ll, major.general, arrives from Englan d, a nd joins the centre.division, a t St . David's, Vol. 

11. 1~. Crosses to L ewlS tow n, 18. Orders tt to be destroyed in reta liation for the burning 
of Newark, 19 . Proceeds to, and dest roys fort . Sch\osse r, ib. Returns to Queenstown, ib. 
Re-c roS>es to Blac k Roc k, '20. Attacks and defeats till' Am ericans there and at Buffaloe 'i1 
-~5. •oo-3. D estroys the two villages ,~\!. 40'l-~. Evacuates the Amencan territory,' 25. 
Is attacked and" r epulsed by maJor-general Brown, 120--8. Retreats to Chippeway, 124. 
T~ence to f ort-George, 129. P roceeds t <> Burlington H eigh ts, in his way to which h e i• 
remforced, 1S2. Is superse<led in the commc.nd by general Drummond, 142. l s wounded 
and m ade pnsoner, H 6. 

Richelielt. rin~r, its situation and extent, Vo\. I. 2.38 . 
Ri~ht.dirision of the British Canad ian army , its early proceedings detai led, Vol. J, 56-68. 

Captures p etrolt, and the first Amencan north·western_ army, _68-74. Attacks and captures 
the left '•mg of the second, 186--;1 94. Attacks th e n gh t wmg in Fort-Meigs, 196-201. 
RetJres from the stege, 201. Is reutforced, 2C3 . Fail s in an attack u pon Fort-Ste phenson 
'265-7. Is further reinforced, 269. StraitenEd for provisions, ib. Detachm en t sent on boa rd 
captam Barclay's fl eet, 270 . Sad effects of the loss of that fleet '!.7 1. Severe privations 
under which the right -di vision labored, '271-~ . Abandons Aml:erstburg, 274. Retreat• 
towards the Thame•, pursued by genera l Harrison , ~;.>. Is deserted by tlte l'rinctpal part of 
the. Indian s, ib. Drawn up n ear th~ Moravian vi ll ase, 278 . Sur rend~rs afte r a sli ght 
rt>s ts tance, ~82. {~1. I s censured by the commander.in-chief, 2tl3 . Its name given to the 
late centre-divisinn, Vol. 11. 43<\. 

R-ip_ley, major-general, U . S. a rmy, reconnoi tr€s the Bri tish after the ba ttle of Lund y' s lane , 
\' o i. 11. 1!>8. Retreats to Fort-Erie, ib. Enlarges and strengthens that fo rt, 161. Is 
relit'Ved by general Gai nes, 16+. 

Roberls, captain, his ca pture <' f Fort· M ichilimaci nac, Yol. l. ~6. His official lette,r, 3.,, 
Roman valor, not equal to American, Yol. ll . -2>. W ant of it a t Bladenshurg, 291. 
Ross, maJor-general, arrives in the C hesa peake, Vol. 11. 275 . Lands to reconnoitre, ib. 

Determm es, upon rear-admiral Cockburn's suggest ion, to attaek Vl'ashington, 276. En
camps his army at Upper M arlborough , 273. l s j oined by rear-admiral Cockburn, Ul. 
Ad~ances towards Washington, ~ss. Arrives a t Blade n sburg, ib. His offi cia l account of 
that battle, 49o. ls near ta king th e president of th e U . S. 291. Adv•nces to W as hington, 
293. Has his horse shot under him, ib. En t~rs the city, 'l9·\ . Departs from tt, 300. Lands 
at North point, 313. Advances to reconnoitr~ , 314. Is sklfmish~d wtth, 315. Returns for 
a reinforcement, ib. Is shot on hi s way , ib. H is affect in g end, 509.5 14.517. Effect of his 
d~ath upon the expedition, 315. His characte r, 3~9-SI. 

R ound-head, the Indian chief, his capture of the American general Winchester, Vol. I. 188. 
Safe delivery of his prisoner to colonel Proctor, ib. 

R oue's point, projected battery at, Vol. I. 23&. 
Hoyal George, ship, attack upon the, Vol. I. 1 Q2 . 

s. 
Sackett's Harbor •illa"'e of its situation, Vol. T. H. 167. Site, and the strcngl h of it s defen ces, 

167. Attack upon, by si; George Prevost, 168. Its weak resistance, ~GJ-14· Extrao rdin a ry 
retreat from, 171. 413. Hritish loss at, 173 , 4 17. Amertcan d1tto, 1>1: Im portance of that 
station to the British, 174. Amencan remarks u pon t he subject, 17o. J\1 effec ts of not 
holdina the post, QBo. Defenceless state in January, IS 14, Vo l. I J. 98. 

Sa•a,.71 ah, in Georgia, described, Vol. I!. 336. Meditated expedi tion against , ib. How defeat-

ed, 337. 
Sandvtich, village of, its situation, Vol. l. 4& . 
&wdusky, river, ditto, ditto, 50. 
Saranac, river, on Lake Cha mplain, ascended by colonel Murray, an d Am erican arsenal a nd 

barracks there situated, destr<>yed, Vol. l. 242. Proceedtttgs the re by siT George Prevust, 
Vol. 11.209-27. 

Scaling ladders , their shortness, one cause of the fa ilure in the assault of Fort-E riP, yol. ll. 1.09. 
17R. IS I. Neglected to b e placed ''l t11e attack ol New Orleans, Vol. 11. 37!>. Made of npe 

cane•, 383. 
Scalp, first that was ~aken in the war, \'cl. I. 59. American reward o tfered for taking, 18::1. 

Mode of extractmg tt, 2g3. 
Sch!osser fort captured, Vol. I. 50. Surpr ised hy colonel Clarl:e , 219. 
Scott , \i~uten'ant-colonel, Uni ted States' army, his a ttack u pon York , Vol. I. 232-S. h 

charged with a breach ofhts parol e, 23 1. 4H. Ht s excuse, 236. 
Sen tinel, British, a necdnte of one at Washington, Vol. 11 .296. _ . 
S heaffe, major -general, his arrival at Queenstuwn, Vol. I. gL Oftictal acc~unt ofth,e ba.ttle, 

576. ]m politi c a rmtstice, !00. Lenity to the ~ mencans , 101. H1s actt Oil at Yotk, .4 3. l{c
tr~at towa rds Kin gston , .l46. Account of tile capture o l Yor k, 3!17. 

$ I brooke sir J ohn C. his r.fticial account of th e procccdiugs up t he Penobsfut , Vol. 11. '175. 
LeT l\',' ' ~n·ltt"d States' 0\V)' his t rick U(JO!l the Br.tish ('Oilllll:.Uill.~rs at New or. 

Shields, 11r. pu1ser, u ' • 
Jeans, Vol. 11 . 360. 

Slwrt, l ituu~nanl-cob;nt:l, lds ~c11l..tu t b e ~1ariour, aaJ dt:alll, Vv!. I . •l;jG. 
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Simmond&, Mr. Wm. his testimony respecting Waahington, Vol. 11. 291-5. 

Sine/air cat pain United States' navy, attacks, and i1 repulsed at, Fort.Michilimacinac, Vol. IJ • 
293-;, Capt~res the Nancy schooner, 197. His bombastic designation of his prize, lb. 

• Six Nations' oflndians, their pretended declaration of war, Vol. I. 1122. 

Sketches of the War, an American publication, extracts from, Vol. I. 60-1. 64. 66.71-5. Al. 

89. 93-5.97--9. 101-11. 108-9. lll-111. 115. 117-18. 12J. 125 . IllS. 134. 139. 143-5. 147-8. 
152-3. 155. 159-QO. 169. 17'l-S. 177. 179-80. IBQ. 184. JSS-9. 19'2. 195-6. 19S 200. 208. 

21o-ll. !113. 217. 2110. 1124. ~1. 247. 253-. 264. 267. 1172. 1174-5. 276. 2.'2--4. 290. 297· 
299. SOS. 313. 33D-I. 352. Vol. IT. g. Ill. 1S. 24. 4D-1. H-5. 4S. ~3. 57. Gl. 6~. 65-6. 71. 
91. 102. 105. lOS. 110-11. 118-lg. 12'2. 127. 129-30. 138. 146. 152. 151. 154. 1~9. 161. 

163, 16!>-6. IllS. 171. 177-8. 195. '201. I!OS. 222. 2~5. 2'29. 231. 2H. 296. 239-40. 242. 
24S-9. 152. 254. 1179. 'lgg, SOl. 904. :1119. 313. SI!J-16. 31S. 320. 3114. 327. 345. 

Smith, general, United States' army, his ofiicial account of the battle of l}altimore, Vol. II. 
316. 521. ~ 

Smyth, general, Unite«J States' army, his appointment to the command of the American army 
of the centre, Vol. I. 107. Cunning wav of giving notice of the termination of general Sl•eaffe's 

armistice, ib. Proclamation for volunteers, JOg. 391. Amount of his force, 109. His pre
parations for the second invasion, ib. Crosse; over the advanced divi•ioR, 110. Strength of 
the latter, Ill. Progress on the Canadian shore, 112-14. Fails in his expedition, 11.~. 

Sends a summono to Fort· Erie, 118. 393. The answer he obtained, 1111. sag. Intenrls a fresh 
attack, Jig. Trifles with his troops, ih. Abandons the invasion, ib. His reasons, ib. Beha
viour of the troops, ib. N1ck-name given to him, 1110. 

Soldiers in citizens• dresses, remarks upon, Vol. 11. S<l. 

Somers, United States' schooner, her capture, Vol. II. 167. 449. 

Spe~ncie island, proceedings of the British at, Vol. 11. 3G. 

State·paper, American, Vol. I. 132. 
St. Clair, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. 4S. 

----,river, its situation and extent, ib. 

St. DatJid's, village of, its situa1ion, Vol. I. 5!l. Burnt by the Americans, Vol. H . 114-;. 

Stephenson, or Sandusky, fort, its construction, Vol. 1. 194. 263. Vnsuccessful assault upon, 

26!>-7. 

Stl"'nR.I't, general, United States• militia, his shameful behaviour to a British serjt"ant of marines 
Vol. 11. 2~S. ' 

St. George, colonel, his capture of the Chicago packet, Vol. J. sg. 

8t. Jnhn's, Lower Canada, its situation, Vol. I. 239. 

St. Joseph's, island of, captured, Vol. I. 47. Shameful proceedings of the Americans at Vol 11 
191-2. • . • 

St. Lawrence, river, when open for uavigation, Vol. I. 133. 

St. Mal'y's, river of, in Upper Canada, its situation, Vnl. I. 47, 

---------·, in Georgia, its situation, Vol. II. 335. Expedition up, ib. 

-----town, -----, captured, Vol. IT. 335. 

Stone, 1\frs. her shameful treatment by the Americans, and heroic beha<innr, Vol. r. 1 H. 

7s~l.ieutenant-colone1, United States• army, how treated for burning St. !)avid's, Vol. 11. 

Stoney creek, battle of, Vol. I . 20-1-11.431-6. 1\lutualloss at,II07. 434-;. 

St. PhiUp, fort, unsuccessful bnmbardment of, 387 . 56S. 
St. Regis, village nf, its situation, Vol. I. ~5. 

St1·eet, 1\fr. S'amuel, relea<~d from American imnrisonment, Vol. II. JR. 

Street's creek, battle of, Vol. I I. I 'lo-a. 4Si-6. 

Supe~·ior, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. 1. 47. 

S~trveyor, United States• schooner, her captur<.', Vol. IT. ss. 
Smanton, \'il\age of, barracks de,troved at, Vol. I. 'l43 . 

Swift, brigadier-general, United States' army, I• is death, Vol. If. 129. 

T. 
Tappahannock river, entered by the British, Vol. 11. 333, 

Tar~i11, captain, United States• na''''• his attack upnn the Junon H~ 

7:aylor, mojo1·, hi~ captn~e of the Growler and Eagle cuttPrs, voi. I. 24;_1, 4H. 

7 erJWtsPh, the lnd1an Clnef, his acti nn at Aux Canards Vol 1 61 Ad . 

His fid~lity at. Fort-l\feigs, 201. Kills on~· of his wa~rior; f~r ,",as<a~~~~esa~pon Dclrn~t, ~Q. 
soner, •h . H•s hraverv at the battle of the Thames -.sn Is k.Jlled. h gl l AJm,en<'an pn-
H' 1 1 · 'b , . . • •· v en nne o 1nsnn 287 

ts perF<>n an• c '.aracter •. •., ~ktll as a <hnlnmatist, 28~. Plainn~ss in drt>s ·b T' · 
~ancP. ~Sg. W~rhke qu~ht•es , 1b. H~tred to the American•. !2gO. Their 1i s; 1~ · cm.pe. 
•b. H1s forbea1ance tu Ill -treat them, 1h. Judp:ment in the field 291 T ~ ·.bpon h•m, 
as a droftsman, '.!gQ. Modesty, ib. Com,.arprJ with hi< son ~QS • . ravt> s, • .. Talents 
after death, ~94. His scalp taken, and skin fl ayed 29' H' .. d ~•s maJeStic. features 
treneral Harrisun, 296. Probable re .. son, ib. • ~. IS eat not mentiOned by 

Tl.wmes, nver, Upper Canada,, its sit.uation, Vol. I. 48. Battle-' t"'e n 7s g B · · 1 
ffi 

account of the, 4.>1. Amencan dJtto, 453 • '" •• • ~ - 9 • nhs 1 o cial 

TIH•J·mopyla>, curiously compared, Vol. JI. 157. 

?:'wmpsun, Mr. John, 1eleased from American imprisonment, Vol. 11. JR. 

1 lturllton, colonel. leads 1 he left wing at the battl f Bl d 
en~""' before him, '187- 9• 'Lanch ~ith the ad ,e 0 a e!~<bo~i· \'ol. 11. 286. Drives the 

Otvtmads near the banks of the M i.sissippi Sos"'"~~o~steVItlhl~rt'l\l~ <'~n!'l, .NewdOrle~ns, :l5;. 
, • s ISSISSlp~•· an carnes !}t'n~-
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rat Mor~n's lines, and commodore Patterson•s batteries, S85-6. 559, His official account, 
b-17. Returns to ~ave h1s w?und. d.res•ed, l~aving lie.u~e_nant-colonel Gubbins in charge of 
th~ captured works, 386. H1s opm1on a boat the poss1b1hty of retaining them, 386. ~49. 

TomahatDks, numher furnished to the American north-western army, Vol. I.IS3, 
Tott~n, li,eutenant-colonel, United States• nrmy, hia opinion of the British charges at La Colle 

m11l, 'ol. I I. as. 
2'rtaS?•ry-office, at Washington, its destruction justified, Vol. II. S0-4. 
Trip~, United States• sloop, her destruction, Vol. 11. 'l~. 
Tucker, lieutenant-colonel, crosses to Lewistown, Vol. II. 142. His unsuccessful attack upon 

Black Rock, 15q-4, 
'l'rarkey-point, proceedings of the British at, Vol. JI. 36. 
Tvscarora, Indian village, shares the fateof Newark, Vol. IJ. 19. 
Tylden, major sir John, his e•·idence at colonel Mullins•s court-martial, \'ol. 11 . 375 , 

u. 
Chlderh ill, his forcible seisure as a deserter, and death, Vol. I, 43, 

V. 
P'alor, American, superior to Roman, Vol. 1. 25. 
Va~ Ri'7lsselaer, general, United Stat~.s ' army, his command of the American army of th e rent re, 

'ol. I. 8(). Intended plan o f 1.nva,1oo n, S~. How deteated, ss. Crosses the strait to encamr 
there, 91. Olfic1al account ol the Queenstown battle, s;9 . Secession from the command 
107. • 

.Varn•m, general, United States• army, his letter about the sort ie at Fort -Erie, Vol. II. 23~. 
• Verit<U,' his remarks upon the Plattsburg ex pedition, Vol. 11. 2 11-20. ' 
Pillage, what so named by the Am~rican editors, Vol. I. 1 o. 
Pincent, major-general, his defence of Fort-George, Vol. I. 1 53 -S. Retreats to the Beaver dam, 

1~9- l~j.oined by a smllll reinforcement , 163 . Destroys part of his stores, ib. His want of 
ammunitiOn, and retreat to Burlmgton Heights, 164. His c ritical situation, 209. American 
force sent against him, ib. Its near encampment, ib. Li •tens to the suggestion of lieute
nant-colonel Ha rvey, and ptoceeds with a detachm ent, headed by that ofticer, to storm the 
American camp, ~04. Success of the enterpri se, 204- 9. His ofiicial ktter, 431. Gives up 
the command of the centre-division to major-general De Rottenburg, m g. Resumes it, \!0 1. 
Retr('ats to Burlington Heights, Vol. 11. ,, Ht>turns to St. David' s, a nd is superseded by 
general Drummond, 12. 

1'oyage~trs, Canadian, capture of a party of, by the Americans, Vol. J. 106. 

rrar, American, origin of the, Vol. I. 1. Declaration of, 15. Time of ils arrival at Qneens
stown, Montreal, and Quebec, H. Also in England, 15. E arly prepara tiens for, by the Ame
can gol"ernment:, :,7. 

~Varburton, major, his imprisottment alo ng with convict~ , in Fran kfort Penitentiary, Vol. 1. 
299. 461. 

IVarren, admiral, arrives in the Chesapeake, Vol. IT. 32. Detaches a force up the Rapf'ahan
nock, 1b. Orders rcar-dmiral Cockburn to t he head of the bay, 33 . Sends a force against 
Craney is land and Hampton, ~7-tH. Hi; official letters , 414--6. 

Tfiuhint;ton city, an ~ttack n pon .anticipated by the American ((OVernment Vol. 11 . 274-
Army prepared for 1ts defence, 1h. D ttferen t routes to, ~it - hlled w1th d<:filc;, ~Ro. !1• 
size and population, 292. Is en tend by a <mall party of British , 293--4. Proceedmgs there 
full y detailed, 293-:!06. 4n-3o3. See Anty. 

- - - - -gazette, extract fr.>m, Vol. 11. 16~. 
JVayne fort, ils reduction prevented by sir George Prevost, Yol. !. 161. Is reli e1·ed by major

general Harrison, ib. 
Western militia, the American, how equipped for service, Vol. I. 183. Their dexterity in th e 

use of the tomahawk and scalping. knife, ib. 
W est Florida, secret act of Congress to take possession of, Vol. !I. 342. Is taken possession 

of by United States' troops, 3JQ . 
W es tplw.ll, captain, R.N. is wounded while bearing a flag of truce, Vol. 1 I. 38. Captures, wit I• 

his remaining hand, an Am~rican captain of militia, 98. 407. 
Wilcocks, ~olonel, his charnctH, Vol. I. 258. 
~Vilkinson, general J ames, United States' army, appoin ted to command t rre American northern 

frontier, Vol. !. 2'~- Uirec:td to a ttack Kingston, ib. Det,•nmues, .bY the .mlv1ce of a 
counci l, to attack. Mo ntreal, ib . PrPp;.res for tbt expedi tion, 256 . Arnv es at fort -Georgt' , 
ib. De~arts for Sackrtt's Ha rhor with the ch ief part of th e army ?f the centre, 'i60 . 
Corresponds with commodore Chauncey, 302. Proceeds with the expednwn, 303 . Issues a 
proclamation t.-. the Canadians, s 17. 4r;0. Detaches colonel Ma~om b to. take Fort-Mat1ldd, 
SIB. Calls a council of war, ~;If , Slates hi; ow n and the enemy's forces, 1b. De tac hes ~olo
nel Bissel to recr,nnoitre an is land, 320. Al 'o major-generals Boyd and Rrown, to protect tlt e 
expedition, 321. Complains of b~ i ~>g • sc•"tched,' 32f> . His various acco un ts of the llnuslt 
force, 325-6. Sends a reinforcem ent to g~nera l Royd, 32~- HIS exaggerated account ot. co
lonel Morrison's loss, S33. Hi ~ inc()n .; i.Jt ,ncies , ~34 . '173- 6 . ~is d e~ignat10n of' temenfy,' 
33~- Summo n;; another cnuncil, 3:Jy. 1-li ' arrival at f'rench ~J :lis, and account ot tl. e expe
d\tion, S-iO. 470-6. DttSjJa tdH?s til t dragoon s to Utka , and commences _upon dcfen sl\_e 
ptCas4r<:>, HI. \Vhy he did not ouLL<td iu t lr t k xpeditivn, J ; J -4 , l'rojtcls an ex p. d1-
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tl•n against Jsle aux Noix, &c. 346-7. Also against Kingston ancl Prcsrott, 348-9• 
Horns his wat~r-craft, huts, &c. and, after detaching a force to Sackctt's Harbor, re
treats to Plattsburg :md Burlington, 3~1. Reconnoitres Rouse's point, Vol. 11. 80. Ill-will 
towards the Canadians, ib. Detaches a force to Phillipsburg, 81. Advances to Champlain, 
ib. Calls a council, and states l•is force, ib. and 418. Determines to attack the British at 
LaCollemill,81.419- Marchestotlteattack,82. Attacks the mill, andi> repulsed, ~!>-95. 
His curious simile, 94. Retreats to Champlain and Plattsburg, 95. Compared with Don 
Ouixote, ib. Turns historian, ~~~- While commander at Ntw Orleans, took posses>ion of 
West Florida, 34 '1. Erected Fort-Bowyer, ib. Was superseded by m aj•J r-gencral Jackson, 
34~. His opinion of the route to New Orleans selected by the British, 3~8. Also ot the 
attack upon general Jackson's lines, 384. 

Williams, lieutenant-colonel, his official account of the defence of La Colle mille, Vol. U. 421. 
Winchester, major-general, United States' army, takes the command of the lef~ _wing nf the 

Amertcan north-western army, Vol. I. 179. Detaches a force against a few Bnllsh and ln
dians, at Frenchtown, 184. The latter are repulsed, 18';. Joins with the main body, JS6. 
Is attacked at the river Raisin, and defeated by colonel Proctor, 187-94. His captu re by a n 
Indian Chief, and delivery in safe ty to the British Commander, 188. 

Winder, brigadier-general, United States• army, his capt•ue by the British, Vol. I. 2'6. Bears 
a proposal for an armistic~ from sir George Prevost, Vol. 11. 162. Agrees with colonel Baynes 
for an exchange of prisoners, 18~. His account of the battle of Bladensburg, ~00. 

Winter, Canadian, of IBIS, its early setting in, Vol. 11. 7-8. 
Wool, captain, United States' army, his official letter, Vol. I. 384. Rem:trks th.,renn, 9'>. 
1¥orsele->J, lieutenant, H.N. hi• escape from Nattawassaga, Vo1. 11. 197. S~;cccssful enterprise 

against the United States' schooners, Ttgress and Scorpwn, 197-201. 461. 
Wrigl!t, Mr. of Maryland, his comparison between Roman and American valor, Vol. 11. 24. 

Y. 
Yeo, sir James Lncas, his arrival at Kingston, and immediate active sen-ice, Vnl. I. Jfi4. Sai!s 

out with his Heet, having on board sir George Prevost and troops, fn r Sackett•s"Harbor, J6j. 
Arrives off, and stands in to reconnoitre thP port, ib. EmbarKs the troops in the boats, ib. 
Is ordere<l to re-embark them, and tn stand back for Kingston, ih. Accidental cause of his 
return off Sackett•s Harbor, 166. His caltu!e of some American drago~ms, ih. Inabi lity to 
approach the shnre, nwmg t& a change o wmd, •b. Re-em barks the trnop• i'l tl•e boats ib. 
Lands them, J6A. Had taken on t-oard shipwrights to laun ch the Pike, 17%. Return~ to 
Kingston with the troops, 173. Sails out to co-operate with major-general Vincent, 212 . 
Dri•es the Americans from their camp at the Forty-m:Je creek, capturing part of their camp
equipage, 2JS. Lands a detachment of troops at the F•· rty-mlle cr<•ek, '?.' 4. Sails with troops 
to Oswego, Vol. I I. 100. Lands them, 104. His official account of the capture of the place 
428. Ditto of the loss of the Lake Champlain fleet, 4<.i5. ' 

Yeocomico, river, proceedings at, Vol. 11. 266. 
York, city of, Upper Canada, its situation and size, Vol. I. ss. Strength in J~JJ, 1~:. Atl~clt 
' upon, 14S. Explv<ton at, IH. Cap1tulation of, 146. 400. British <>fficial account ofacii•m 
at, 397- 400. American ditto, 143. 401. 404. British and ~merican lo.s at J-10--7. Dtst ruc
tion of the public buildings at, 148. Evacuation of, 149. 'lecond attack np'on '2<2. Defence
less state, owing to the militia being still under parole, ib. Plunder of the i'nhabitants aPd 
departurp of the expedition, 23~. ' 

Youngsto~m~, American village, destroyed, Vol. H. 19. 

Vol. J.p.!i-t, 
303, 
3+-1, 

Vol. H. 292, 
293, 
3-17, 

FI.SJS. 

RRRAT:\, 
last line, after IT. rend III. and lV. 
fast lin~, drle aod Il I. 
last 2 from uottom, for 17 j read 304. 
la t fin e, for 4 read 5. 
li ne I, f(lr less read nor m'lny mMe. 
-- 2, for Lefourc!Je read Lafoun:he. 
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