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our Colonies.- The French i11jraffions of the lafl treaty. Remarks there­
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State of the Britijh Colonies, and the number if their inhabitants ; as 
alfo the number qf French inhabitants in North America, with remarks. 
-Account of the three forts of Go11ernment ejlablijhed by the Englijh in 
America: Royal Governments, Governments by Charter, and Proprietary 
Governments; their difference and dijlinClion, <tvith remarks. The Bri­
tifh Colonies exert thenzfelves, encouraged by the Earl of Halifax.-Frencb 
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Thofe claims rejefled: Bothjde.r preparefor War.-Admiral Bojcaw_en 
j {1i!s with a Jquadron to Newfo.un1ln:nd, and General. ~raddock jent w~th 
· t,..w0 regiments jrrmz Jxeland to. Vzrg~m~.-Ge"!eral reptzz~ls granted agmr;Jl 
all French 'jhips: Both .natzons .;uflify thezr conduCl zn· Europe, whzlc 
Hqflilities are contiuued z~ Amenca.-Remarks. 

T I-I E great and populous cont~nerit of America r~fuained unknow!l 
to the refi of the world, until the year of Chnfi 1492, wh~n It 
wa~ difcovered by Chrifiopher Columbus. The Spaniards ~alled 

h the New World ; and it is feparated from the Old, bY:' the ~tlanttc and 
Pacific oceans. The Atlantic is about three thoufand mtles wide between 
South America and A:frica, and nea-rly the fame breadth between North 
America and Europe; but the Pacific is about nine thoufand miles ~ide 
between America and Afia. There are fome reafons, however, to 1ma-. 
gine, t~1at America may nearly join- either. to· the -north-part-of Afia or· 
Europe; or perhaps to botl4. 

The example of-the Spaniards excited other European princes to effa· 
Bliih colonies in America, which is. now inhabited from north to fouth by· 
Europeans, who have almofi extirpated the natives, and formed a kind 
of collateral power to the European ftates. The New World has enriched 
the Old; which has improved the New. Armies have been fent from· 
Europe to fight in Amerjca ;, juft as . the Roman legions were fent to Afia 
to determine the fate of nations: and the like revolutions that have hap­
pened in. ages pall:, may, in the courfe. of time, happen-again •. 

Never were any· people poffeifed of~ fin~r .cou.ntry, or more liappily 
fituated, than that now fubjeB: to the crown -of Great Britain on the other 
fide of the Atlantic ocean. Henry VII. king of England employed Sebaf­
~ia-n C~bot in h~s fervice, to difcover a. north-weft paffage to the Eaft Indies, 
1n wh1ch he fa1led; .but in 1497, he made land in Weft Greenland in 67 
degrees of north latitude, and from thence coafied to Cape Florida in 25 
d~grees_,_ taking poffeffion, according to the forms of thofe times., as he 
faded along, for the crown of England, which thereby claimed a right 
to the poffeffion of the north-eafi coafi of America prior to any. other 
European power.. The co~motiC?ns _between England and . Scotland poft­
poned the further yrofecutwn of tliefe di_fcoveries; upon which Sebafiian 
Cabot._went to Spam, where he ·was made chief pilot of the kingdom, and 
was htg.hly carefTed, ~o prevent· his.- engaging with any other court; though 
he re.c.e1ved a1~ annu~ ty of I 6 6/. I 3 s... 4 d. frotn the king of England, as 
a reward. f~r hi~ fervtces; becaufe he was jufily reputed the firfi difcoverer 
of the co~tment o.f North America. The Englifh planted no Colonies 
tl1erc unt1l the re1gn of ~een Elizabeth, who granted a patent to Sir 
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IN NORTH AMERICA. 

\Valter Ra1eigh and his affociates, in 1584, for all fuch parts of America 

as he ihould diicover and p1ant, from 3r3 to 40 degrees of nor th latitude. 

Sir Walter formed a fettlement- in the ifland of Roanoke, near the mouth 

of Albemarle river in North Carolina, and called all th is part of the con­

tinent by the general name of Virginia, in honour of his fovcreign, ~een 

Elizabeth. This illufhious man may be confidered as the father of the 

Britiili Colonies, which httve mofi unexpeCtedly proved of infinite emolu­

ment to his native country, where he fe ll a fac rifice to the refentment of' 

Spain in the reign of James I. The colonization of Vi.rginia, however,: 

was not completed until the reign of Charles I. '1\'hich was followed by­

forming other fettlements in thofe e:xtenfive countries belonging to the 

Britiili government, upon the northern coafl:s of America ; as ft]fo in the 

iHands. of theW efi In dies, fituated between the Atlantic ocean, the north· 
fea, and the gul ph of Mexico. 

All this part of the continent was originally called A pafacha by the 

natives; and by the Spaniards, Florida. It was afterwards divided by the 

Engliili. into · North and South Virginia : and then fubdivided into the. 

provinces.,- or colonies, of New England, Virginia, New York, New 

Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, North and South Carolina, Georgia, 

Nova Scotia; befides New Britain, or Terra de Labrador,. which is much · 

the -fame with ·the country called Hudfon~s Bay and StreightE, feparated 

from the refi of the Britifh territories by the river of St. Lawrence and 

part of Can-ada. Thus the principal C~lonies of the Britifh· empire on 

the continent of North America lay contiguous, fit to be confolidated, and · 

formed one eontinued chain of about 150) miles in length, with the fea 

before them, and the Apalachian mountains behind, generally at about 

the diftance of two or three hundred miles : But if the lroquois, and other 

· Indian nations under the proteCtion of Great Britain, were .included)' the. 

breadth muft have extended to Canada and Louifiana. 

James Cartier ·failed· up the river of St. Law.rence, and took poffdiion, · 

of Canada for the French in 1534·. In r562. they began another fet tle­

ment in Florida, as it was then called, in the latitude of 34 degrees; but 

they could not complete any fettlement there until I 684, when ·De la Sail~ 

difcovered the mouth of the Miffiffippi; and, in r 6g8, lberv~lle ca:lled the­

whole country Louifiana, in honour of 'Louis XIV. which has been greatfy 

improved, efpecially fince the year I/20. Thefe large countries were 

fituated at the back of the Britifit Colonies; and it was foon evident that 

the court of France began to make North America an objeB: of great at­

tention, with a defign to become mafiers of it alL They fo und that, by 

means. of the great lakes, they could come clofe U:POD V.i rg iniJ,. Pennfy~~ 
vanLt 
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Jew y 01-k. as alfo that by the river St. Lawrence on one fide , 
.m 1 a. an ' ' ' S · F ~nd Cape Breton 011 the other, they could endanger Nova cotta. . ro~n 

llcnce it was manifefi that Great B.ritain could not be too provtdent 111 
. H~fr a ay of her Colonies that m1ght be attacked or threatened by the 
~r~n~~~ .~vho- boafled they would drive the Britiih colonifis into the fea. 

The .French made repeated defcents frotn Canada upon the Britifh 
Noru ern Colonies, and deflroyecl their fettlements : they made peace 
only to firengthen themfelves for war, and broke ~very treaty t~ accom­
l hfh their views. ·Gallic faith ~vas.become prov~rbtal, and the ne1ghbou:s 
.of France could reproach her \vlth m numerable tnftances of a mofi proflt­
o-ate diii·egarcl to the .moft folemn treaties; while the power, populoufnefs, 
~nd extent of their monarchy e-xempted the Fnmch from thofe apprehen­
fions which bind the weaker fide to be faithful to its engagements. 

- By the treaty of'Ryfwick in 1697, .commiffioners were to determine 
the clifputes about Hudfon's Bay: And by the treaty of Utrecht, in I 713, 

- . it was agreed that Hudfon's Bay fuould be refiored to -Great Britain. By 
this treaty of Utrecht, all Nova Scotia was to be .delivered to the Englifh, 
with Newfoundland and the adjacent iilan.ds; which was confinned by 
the treaty of Ai~-la-Chape1lc in r 7-18. But this laft treaty ··w·as no fooner 
i1gned, than France began to refiore her marine, which had been almoft 
ruined in the late ·war; and no fooner had the Briti!h fubjetl:s began to 
fettle in Nova Scotia, than the .French began to di(pute about its bounda-

. ries, whi-ch they were determined to abridge in favour of themfelves, 
while they were gradually dra,ving und extending a line along the borders 
of ·the Britifh fettlemenfs from St. Lawrence to the Miffiffippi, and build­
ing forts to fecure the mofi: convenient paifes on the lakes and rivers that 
forme~ th~ communication. They were fenfible this would effeCtually 
cut off all 1ntercourfe and traffic between the Britiih Colonies and the 
Indians up the interior countries, whom they could compel to fall under 
the.ir fubjeCl:ion, or fi.arve; notwithfianding i ~ was agreed, by the I 5th 
arucle of the treaty of Utrecht, that '' the fubjeCl:s of France, inhabitants 
of Canada, and elfew!1ete, i~oulcl n?t difiurb o: molefi in any manner 
whatever, the five Ind1an nat10ns wh1ch were fubj eCl: to Great Britain nor 

·.i ts other American allies." ' 

Many clar:1ours were raifed at the conceffions made to France at the 
c_o nclufi?n of. the peace of Utrecht. The Britifh minifiry were blamed 
for not mfiflmg on the fun·ender of Canada, as well as Nova Scotia and 
N_ewfo undl and, forth~ fccurity of the_ Northet~n Colonies; nor ought they 
to luvc allowed the I·rench the pofldfion of Cape Breton, if they had 
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well con!idered or properly und'erfiood the nature of the fi fhcry in thotc 
feas. 

Both Canada and Nova Scotia were the ancient po!feffions of the crmYn 
of Eng1md; therefore King James· I. knowing hi s titl e to be good, made 
a grant of Nova Scotia, in 162 I, to the Earl of Stirling : but Charles I. 
and Charles II. gave it, together with Canada, to the French. Nova 
Scotia w as to be fulfy reftored to the Englifh by the J 2th article of the 
treaty of Utrecht; and it was then univerfally allowed, that its limits 
extended as far as New England on the Well, the river and gulph of St. 
Lawrence on the North and Eaft, and the Atlantic ocean on the South. 

It is very nece!fary to obferve,. that though the reftitution of Cape 
:Breton to the crown of England was certainly implied in that twelfth 
article, as well as that of Nova Scotia; though Cape Breton was always 
reckoned a part of Nnva Scotia, and included therein by the patents; 
though ~een Anne dedared, that fhe looked upon Cape Breton to belong 
to her, as part of the ancient territory of Nova Scotia; yet, by the thir­
teenth artide of the fame treatr, the Engliili were negociated nut of this.· 
important place, which was given u,p to the French ... 

In the propofals w·hich Louis-XIV ... made to ~een An rre; previous-to 
the treaty of Utrecht, .his whole foul -feems to have been fixed upon the 
poireffion of Acadia or Nova Scotia; but by the fixth artide in thofe offers, 
he propofed, That " ·after the conclufion of the peace, there fhould be 
commiffioners· named on both fides, as well~ for regulating, in the fpace 
of one :y.ear, the limi~s between Canada or New France on one fide, as· 
Acadia a·nd the lands of Hudforr's Bay on the other.'"' And in the next 
article he propofed, That " the limits being onee fixed;, it :fhould be 
forbidden to . the fubjetts of both crowns to pafs the faid limits to go by 
land or by fea the one to the other; as likewife to difturb the trade of 
either nation among themfelves, and to difturb the Indian nations who 
were allies, or had made thei r fubmiffion to either crown.!'' The French 
wanted a fpeedy conclufion of the peace, and were de:Grons-that commif­
far~ :lbould be appointed to fettle and adjufi the differences relating to· 
commerce, as had been done between them and the Dutch at the treaty 
of Ryfwick; which the Britiih miniihy refufed, becalJfe " whatever is 
referred, is given up., 

By the treaty, however, the Carrada ·or French line with the H udfon 's 
Bay company of Great Britain was afcertained, from a cer tain pro.montory 
upon the Atlantic. ocean,- in 58 degre{:s 30 minutes of north latltude, to 
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run fouth-wefl: to Lake Mifiaffins; to be .contin~ed ftill fotith_-weft to the 

4 9
th degree; and from th:nce d_ue weft 1ndefin1tely. By thts conc~ffi?n 

the French obtained a fea-hne ik1rt of Terra de Labrador,_ ~r N_ew Bnta1n, 
the better to accommodate .their fifhery: but, · if the Bntlih 1nterefi: had 
been fufficiently regetrcle-d, the weft line or parallel of 49 ·degrees north 
lati_tude ought to have been continued eafi: a .little .above the mouth of 
St.-Lawrence or Canada river. 

Y-et, in ·this 'peace of Utrecht, it was omitted to fettle a 1ine between 
the Britifh Colonies and thofe of France from north to fouth ; as alfo a 
line eafl: and wefi: between Carolina or Georgia and the Spaniih claims in 
Iioricla. 

·Fra-nce ;had {till a political afcendency over Great Britain itx the war -6f 
17 44 ; and by the. ninth article of the treaty of peace in 1 7 48, it was ~i­
pulated, that 'COmmifiaries iliould be appointed to refiore and rece1ve 
whatever might have been , conquered on either .fide. The French foon 
after laid claim. to the ·grea:tefi part of Nova Scotia, and of the country 
belonging to the Iroquois Indians .; therefore commiifaries were appointed 
to fettle the precife limits between the refpeCtive crowns. 

The Briti£h ~ommifTaries were Governor Shirley and Mr. Mildn1ay, 
who went to Paris in 17 50, and held many conferences with the French 
commiifaries appointed for fettli.ng the controverted limits in America. 
It was a fruitlefs negociation; but the Britiih commiifaries drew up feve­
ral judicious and laborious memorials, in fupport of their fovereign's 
right to Nova Scotia; and their Inemorials were publifhed in I 7 s6, by 
order Df the Earl of Halifax and the other Lords of Trade, as a full exhi­
bition of the Briti£h title to that part of America. 

One great and indeed principal fecurity of tile Britiili Colonies -againft 
the fatal effeCts of the French encroachments confified in this, that the 
French fettlements were r:o.t capabl~ of fubfifiing a body of troops firong 
enough to overrun the Bnt1£h Colomes; nor had they any convenient har~ 
hour except in the iiland of Cape Breton. But it was apprehended, if the 
~·:~nch m~de themfelves ma~ers of Nova Scotia, they would be in a con­
d1t1on to Int:oduce an~ fubi.Iil a body of troops fl:rong enough, with the 
Fre?-ch 4cadians, the 1nhab:t~nts of Canada and Cape Breton, and the 
Indians, to reduce all the Bntdh Colonies . 

. \Vhi~e the ~ritifh commifiar_ics we:e negoc:iating at Paris, the ufurpa­
tlOns ot the l•rcnch were continued 111 Amenca. They frequently made 
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i-ncur!ions into ·the peninfula of Nova Scotia, where they built feveral 
forts, and particularly a n1oft important one to command the iil:hmus; 
thus deciding by the fword, in time of full peace, that controverfy which 
they themfelves had agreed iliould be amicably adjufled by their commif- . 
faries. 

In the war of 1744, the French efieemed their fi£hery upon the banks 
of Newfoundland, Cape Breton, and Nova Scotia, as the principal branch 
of their commerce, and the foundation of their maritime force; but they 
had the mortification to fee that trade fufpended by the lofs of Cape Breton 
in 1745, and all Canada endangered by a defiined attempt upon ~ebec 

· in 1746. The French altered their plan after the peace of Aix-la-Chapell e~ 
and were refolved to get poffeffion of North America by land , as they 
were not fl:rong enough to difpute the dominion .of the fea, which they­
had done in 16go and 16g2. They expended great fums of money upon 
their royal geographers and hydrographers, that their maps and fea-char ts 
tnight quadrate with their political fyfiem of encroachments upon the ter­
ritories of other nations ; and thus, by efiabli£hing their imaginary rights 
by the pen, they were determined to confirm their accuracy by a forcibl e 
poiTeffion, and maintain it, if neceffary, by the fword. 

It has been ever underfl:ood, from the firfi fettlement of American Co­
lonies, that the poffeffors of the coafl: had an inherent right to the inland 
territory. Upon this principle, the Britiih charters, granted to the 
feveral proprietors, afcertain the boundaries of the Colonies only from 
north to fouth, and leave them unlimited from eafi to weft; but the 
French fettled Canada to the north-eafi of the Briti£h Colonies, where 
they met with little interruption in their efiabli£hment, which tempted 
them to move to the fouth-wefi. They then began to prefcribe thofe 
boundaries of the Britifh fettlements, which had always been confidered 
as illimitable, by building a line of forts to prevent their extenfion weft­
ward, and to inclofe them between two fires, by means of-their fleet at 
fea, when their marine was refiored, and their batteries at land. 

The vaft tract of country that forms a barrier for the Britiili fettlements 
between Louifiana and Canada, is inhabited by many different nations 
of Indians, who are the natural lords of the foil, which extends near 
two thoufand miles in length, from the gulph of St. Laurencc to the 
mouth of the Miffiffippi, and about fix hundred miles in breadth from 
the head of the lakes to the Allegheny mountains. This great territory 
is full of prodigious mountains, capacious lakes, and large rivers. The 
French give us an account of twenty-eight Indian nations that were in 
alliance with them in Canada; whofe country the French div~d~d into 
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ten provinces ~ They had alfo mad.e fixteen fettlements along the ·Mgg{; 
fi ppi in Louifiana, where they earned on a confiderable trade. 

In 1 7 I 6, th€ French ereCted a fort near Onondago, to cut off the cona4 
municati.on of the Englifh with Lake Ontario; but Colonel Schuyler de .. 
n1oliilied the fort, and drove all the French out of that part of the country. 
This induced the Englifh of New-York, in 1727, to build a. fort at 
Ofwego, on the coaft of Lake Ontario. In 1731, the French ereB:ed a 
thong fort at Crown-point, on the fouth-wefi of Lake Champlain, at the 
back of_New-England and New-York. The plan of ufurpation at the 
back of the Britifh fettlements went gradually on from year to year; but 
they inten(,led to give the finiihing firoke of their ambitious encroach­
ments, by ereB:ing forts and fettlements upon the river Ohio, which, 
roHfed the Briti!h Colonifis, and alarmed the government in England. 

The Marctuis Dll OEefne was governor of Canada in I 7 so, when he­
fent M. de la Jonquier to make proper fettlements upon the banks of the 
Ohio,. a. country whofe inhabitants had been in alliance with the Engli1h 
ab0ve an, hundred years; to which alfo the Englifu had a claim as being 
a <lonqueft of the Five Nations; and from which, therefore,. the French 
were excluded by the 15th article of the treaty of Utrecht.. The po£fef­
fion of the Ohio was abfolutely neGeffary, that the great plan of connC!Cl:­
ing Canada with Louifiana might fucceed; therefor.e the French began' 
their hofiilities · againfi the Englifh in that country foon after the peace o£ 
Aix-la.-Chapelle ;. infulted. their traders, plundered and made. them pri-­
foners,. ereCted fortreffes, and eftablifhed-fettlement~-

The governor of Virginia, in 1753,- fent Major W ailiington ttr com­
plain of theie hofiilities ; . but he returned with fuch an anfwer from the· 
french commanding officer on the Ohio, as only·fliewed how much in~ 
earnefi they wer.e to maintain themfelves- in . their new ufurpations; and~ 
from this period we may look upon the. war as begun.-

No doubt. the French minifl:ers flattered them !elves tliat' England~ inat~ ­
tentive to the interefts of its colonies for fo many years. before, would not. 
have the fpirit to oppofe force to force, and do itfelf j}Jfiice by other- wea-­
pons than the complaints of its amba£fador,. and the memorials of its corn-· 
1niffaries at Paris: But the hour of vengeance was at laft come; the inte­
refts of the Britiih nation were attended to by thofe in power, the infinite 
importance of its Colonies was underftood, and a refolution taken to have 
recourfe to arms. Thus Gr.eat Britain·. prepared· for. war; a war u·uly 
national, and fprung from a root truly Englifh. The nation was not 
fuffered to f1nk into contempt, though the minifiry, wbi~h had received 

JlO 



I N N 0 R T H A 1\1 E R I C A. 

material alteration fince the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, were tnuch 
troubled with qualms arifing from their old kind of timidity. 

The Earl of Albemarle was the Britiih amba!fador at the French court, 
where he ftrongly remonftrated againfi the proceedings and conduB: of 
M. de la Jonquier on the Ohio, and demanded that the fort which the 
French had undertaken to build on the river Niagara might be razed. 
The French minifiry were only for procrafi:inating the affair; while the 
governors of the Britiih Colonies fent over freili complaints to the Britilh 
minifiry, who began to think it neceffary to aCt with fpirit in America:p 
if they negociated with fupinity in Europe. 

On the 28th of Auguil: I 7 53, the Earl of Holderneife fi gnified hi's Bri .. 
tannic Majefry' s commands to the feveral governors of North America, 
" That in cafe the fubjeB:s of any foreign prince or il:ate iliould prefume 
to make encroachments in ..the limits of his Majefiy's dominions, or to 
ereCt forts on his Majefiy's lands, or to commit any other act of hofiility, 
and fhould, upon a requifition made to them to de:Gft from fuch proceed­
ings, perfifi in them, they fhould draw forth the armed for·ce vf their 
refpeetive provinces, and ufe their beil: endeavours to repel force by force. , 
Governor Shirley, about the fame time, obtained permiffion to leave the 
French commiifaries at Paris and repair to London, from whence he re­
turned to his gDvernment of the Maifachufets Bay, where he received 
orders from Lord Holderneife to keep that colony in a fiate of defence. 
Party-fpirit was then predominant in mofi of the Colonies; but Governor 
Dinwiddie and GDvernor Dobbs recommended warlike meafures to the 
colonies of Virginia and North Carolina, fo that thefe two colonies, with 
thofe of New-England and New-York, were fenfible of their danger, and 
prepared for their defence. 

The Earl of Jlolderneife, as one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, had 
wrote another circular letter, to inform the American governors, " That 
his Majefty had information ~iven him of the march of a confiderable nu m 4 

ber of Indians not in his alliance, fupported by fome regular European 
troops, intending, as it was apprehended, to commit hoftilities on fome 
.parts of his Majefiy's dominions in America." And fignifying to the go­
vernors, H That they fhould be upon their guard, and put the provinces 
under their government into a condition to rdifi: any hofiile attempts · 
which might be made on them." 

The Britifh Colonies, exclufive of 'Georgia and Nova Scotia, were 
!(}ivided into eleven diftina governments, within each of which nothing 
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.0 f any ·confequence could be tran~aB:ed b~rt by their refpeCl:ive ~ffembl~es. 
They appeared infenfible of the :mpendtng ?anger, when an. Immediate 
junCtion becarne abfolutely requ1fite for thetr common fecunty. They 
conten1ned the power of Canada, and confided in the number of their own 
inhabitants, of which the following is an authentic account taken from 
militia rolls, poll taxes2 bills of mortality, returns from governors, and 
other authorities: 

Th~ colonies of 
I-Ialifax and Lunenberg in Nova Scotia -
New Hatnpihire - } f 
Maffachufets Bay _ - New En land 
Rhode Hland and Providence · g 
Connecticut -
New York 
The Jerfeys 
Pennfylvania 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia -

- --

-I 

--

~ -

Inhabitants.. 
s,ooo 

30,000 

220,000 

35,000 
100,000 

100,000 

6o,ooo 
250,000 

Ss,ooo 
Bs,ooo 
45,000 
so,ooo 

6,oo0 

Total I,OSI,ooo 

This number is excl'ufive of the Negroes, and the military forces in tlie 
pay of , the government. The Engliih inhabitants, though thus nu me ... 
rous, were extended over a large traB: of ~and' five hundred leagues in 
length, on the fea-ihore;. and although fome of their. trading towns were 
thick fettled,. their fet.tlements in:: the country towns lay at a diftance from 
each other. Betide, in a new· country, where land is cheap, people are 
fond of acquiring large tracts to· themfelves; therefore, in the out-fettle­
ments they m·uft be more remote: and as the people that mov:e out are 
generally poor; they fit down either where they can eafieft procure land 
or fooneft raife a fubfifience. Add to this-, that the Engliih had fixed and 
fettled habitations, the eafidl: and ihortefi paffages to whi-ch the Indians, 
by confiantly hunting in the wood's, V\'ere perfettly well acquainted with; 
but the Engliih knew· little or nothing of the Indian country, nor of the 
paffages through the woods that led to it .. 

The numher of French inhabitants in North Ameri-ca, exclufive of 
regular troops and Negroes, were calculated as follows:_ 

I 

The 
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The colonies of 
Canada -
~ouifiana -

Inhabitants. 
45,ooo 

7,000 

Total 52,ooo 

The country was divided into feignories, and the lands held in foccage 
by the tenants, who were thereby obliged, on any occ_afion, to take up 
arms for their defence. The forces rnaintained by the King were difiri­
buted from ~ebec down to New Orleans, among the fmall forts in the 
inland parts, and fome to the difiance of above a thoufand miles. The 
Eng1ifh, it is true, were more than in the proportion of twenty to one; 
but union, fituation, proper management of the Indians, fuperior know­
ledge of the country, and confiant application to a purpofe, might tnore 
than balance divided nutnbers, and eafily break a rope of fand. 

There were originally three forts of government efiablifbed by the 
Englifh in America: Ifi, A Royal Government, properly fo ~alled becaufe 
the colony is immediately dependent on the crown; the .k:ing appoints the 
governor, council, and officers of fiate ; but the people eleCt their repre­
fentatives: fuch are the governments of Virginia, New York, the J erfeys, 
New Hampihire, both Carolinas, Georgia, Nova Scotia, and all the prin­
cipal iilands in the W efi Indies.-2d, A Charter Government was a com­
pany incorporated by royal charter, and invefied with a kind of fovereign 
authority, to efiabliih what fort of government they thought mofi expe­
dient. Thefe charter governments have generally thought fit to transfer 
their authority to the people; for the freemen not only eleCt their repre­
fentatives in the general aifetnbly, but annually choofe their governor~ 
.council or affifiants, and magifirates : they make their own laws, and are 
under no other refuaint than this, that they enaCt no laws contrary to 
thofe of England; if they do, their charters are liable to be forfeited. 
Such fl.re the governments of ConneCl:icut and Rhode H1and ; and fuch 
were the governments of the Maffachufets, New lymouth, and Pro­
vince of Main formerly; but their firfi charters being adjudged forfeited 
in the 36th year of the reign of King Charles II. the charter granted, to 
the Maffachufets by King William Ill. has referved the appointment of a 
governor, deputy-governor, and fecretary to the crown : but the houfe of 
reprefentatives in the general affembly yearly choofe the council with the 
concurrence of the governor, who has a negative in all elections and acts 
of government. The governor and council appoint the principal magifirates, 
and the general aifembly nominate the inferior civil officers; but all laws 
enatl:ed are to be immediately tranfmitted to the king for his. approbation 

{).1t 
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,,0 r difallowance, to be fignified to the governor within three years; From 
~whence it appears, that the government of the Maffachufets, in which 
the c<:>lony of New Plymouth ~nd. the Pr?vince of ~ain, with pa!t of 
Acadia, are now comprehended, 1s, 1n fome 1nftances, d1fferent from etther 

•0 f the two former fpecies of government, or rather a mixture of both.­
sd, A Proprietary Government; this is wher: the king by his charter 
:conilitutes a perfon the true and abfolute propnetary of a colony, fuch as 
Pennfylvani.a, graated by King Charles II. in the fourteenth year of his 
reign, to Wi.Uiam Penn Efquire, fon and heir of Sir William Penn, the 
famous admiral who conquered Jamaica, and afterwards greatly difiin­
;gui£hed himfelf by his courage and conduct under James Duke of York, 
in that 11gnal battle fought and obtained againfi: the Dutch fleet comn1anded 
by Van Opdam in 1665. The king granted this charter, faving always 
to himfelf, his heirs and fucceffors, the faith and allegiance of the faid 
\Villiam Penn, his heirs and affigns, and of all other the tenants and 
inhabitants within the territories fo granted; and faving alfo to the crown 
the fovereignty of the fame. By this charter, Mr. Penn was to hold and 
poifefs the colony to him, his heirs and affigns, and their only proper ufe 
.and behoof for ever; to be held of the crown, as of the cafUe of \Vindfor, 
in free and common foccage, by fealty only, for all fervices, and not in 
capite, or by knight's fervice; yielding and paying therefor to the crown 
two beaver-ikins, to be delivered at the caftle of \Vindfor, on the firft of 
January in every year; and alfo the fifth part of all gold and filver ore 
which ihould be found within the limits granted, clear of all charges-. His 
Majefiy erected that country into a province and feignory, and ordered it 
to be thenceforth called Pennfylvania. A full and abfolute power was 
granted to Mr. Penn and his heirs, and to his and their deputies and 
lieutenants, to enact and publifh laws by and with the advice of the free­
men of the country or their deputies, whom the proprietary was to 
aifemble for that purpofe. For farther particulars fee under the hiftory 
.of this colony. 

Maryland and Pennfylvania are now the only proprietary governments 
in North America. But, by a late fiatute, the proprietor muft have the 
confent of the king in appointing a governor, when the proprietor does 
not perfonally refide in the colony, and of a deputy-governor when he 
.does: Likewife, by another fiatute, all the governors of the Britifu Colo­
nies are liable to be called to account for mal-adminifiration, by the court 
of King's Bench in England. 

Thus there are 7arious forts of royal grants of colonies, which may be 
more particularly fiated as follows : 

I. To 
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t. To one or more perfonal proprietaries, their heirs and affigns, both 
property and government; fuch are Pennfylvania and Maryland. 2. The 
property to perfonal proprietors, the government and jurifdiB:ion in the 
crown; as in the Carolinas and Jerfeys. 3· Property and government in 
the crown.; as in Virginia, New York, and New Hampfhire. 4· Pro­
perty in the people and th~ir reprefentatives, the government in the 
crown; as in Maffachufets Bay. 5· Property and government in the 
governor and company, called the freemen of the colony; fuch are 
Rhode Ifland and ConneCticut: But this lafi feems to be the mofl: effectuaL 
method of the firft fettling and peopling a colony. 

In the beginning of thefe colony-grants there was only one houfe of 
legiflature; the governor or prefident, the council or affiftants, and the 
reprefentatives or members voted together:: But now, in conformity to : 
the legiflature in Great Britain, they confifi of three feparate negati\·es. 
Thus, by the governor reprefenting the king, the Colonies feem monar­
chical; by a council they look to be arifiocratical; and by a houfe of re-­
prefentati ves, or delegates from the people, they appear democraticaL 
There are a few irregularities or exceptions from thefe negatives in forne 
of the colonies-; as. I. In Connecticut and Rhode Hland, their eleCtive 

·governor has no negative. 2. In Pennfylvania, the council have no" 
negative. 3· In Maffachufets-Bay, the council are not independent; . hut· 
in fome el€ctions the council and reprefentatives vote together •. 

About h<tlf a centtlry pafi, upon fome complai:nts concerning the Colo­
nies, particularly of South Carolina, the Bri.tilh minifiry were of opi-­
nion, that it would be for the general intel'efi of the kingdom to have a11: 
charter and p.roprieta.ry governments vacated by aB: of parliament, and a., 
l>ill was ac.:cordingly brought in the Houfe of Commons, wher.e it was, 
eropped by the addrefs of Mr. Dummer, who was then agent. for New 
England, and publifhed an. ingenious piece, wherein he gave the true· 
ftate of the Colonies, and convinced the mother-country of their utility~ 
However,. fince that time, their different confiitutions have too much di-· 
vided the general interefi of the Coloni~s, which has been ,incre.afed by an 
interference with eaGh othe_r. Thus the differ.ent colonies have refpettive 
interefts, and the reafon is plain why they were fo much difunited in I 7 54·· 
Each colony was independent of the other; fome of them very remote, . . 
and thofe which· were near were generally difcordant in their councils 
upon the manner of acting againfi the common enemy; difagreeing about 
the quota of men and money which they :fhould refpeCtively contribute, 
and confidering themfelves as more or lds concerned according to the 
diftance of the colonies fr.GID:.. immediate dari.geJ; fo that it was very diffi- . 

cd l 
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i:ult for them to agree upon any one plan, and as difficult to execute it 
if any one could be agreed upon. Whereas the French fettlements were 
under the abfolute command of one governor-general, who could dired: 
their forces as he pleafed upon all emergencies. It was therefore eafy 
to conceive, that a large body of men, part of them regular troops, with 
the affi£1:ance of the Indians fcattered through the continent, upon the back 
of all the Britiili fettlements, tnight reduce a number of difunited and 
in-dependent colonies, unfupported with regular troops, though much 
fuperior to them in point of the number of inhabitants. The effects of 
this difference of government, within the Britiili and French Colonies, 
\vcre moft fenfibly felt in the former war; and a moft melancholy proof 
was given of it after the circular orders from Lord Holderneffe were re­
ceived; for, notwithftanding the common danger, no two governments 
could agree upon any meafures, to aft with any degree of vigour for the 
general good. 

The French meditated all poffible arts to extend their frontier, which 
began to alarm the Britiili provinces; and as Virginia appeared more im­
Inediately concerned, Governor Dinwiddie wrote to the neighbouring 
governors, importuning the aid of the other colonies, for repelling the 
invafion, and eretling a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monon .. 
gahela. New York voted 5,000 l. currency in aid of Virginia, where 
the fum of 1 o,ooo !. was voted, and 300 men raifed for the proteCl:ion 
of their frontiers. The command was given to Colonel Wailiington, who 
began his march on the 1ft of May, I 7 54· He croffed the mountains, 
and penetrated as far as the Monongahela ; but was attacked on the 3d 
of July by 900 French and 200 Indians, who obliged him to fubmit on 
very difagreeable terms. Thus the French remained mafters of the Ohio, 
and, built Fort Du ~efne, which they kept until 17 58, when it was re­
duced by General Forbes, and called Pittfburgh. 

The glory of the Britiili. nation began to revive, and the Colonies 
fhewed an unexpeCl:ed exertion of public fpirit, efpecially as they were 
patronized by the Earl of Halifax1 who then prefided at the Board for 
Trade and Plantations. The French had commenced aCl:ual hoftilities in 
America, where they had fent 8,ooo troops in 17 52, of whom 2,500 went 
to Canada, 3,500 to the Miffiffippi, and 2,ooo to St. Domingo. In the 
fummer of I 7 54, they collected together at Breft and Rochfort a confi­
derable number of feamen, to be fent to Canada to man fome men-of-war 
that had been built there; and were preparing to fend additional forces 
a~d warlik.e fiores to tha~ colony. This 1nade ·it neceffary for Great Bri· 
tam to eqmp a fleet, as 1t was now determined not to lofe a foot of land 
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i.n America. I-Iis 1\'1ajefl:y alfo direB:ed t\vo new regiments of foot to he 
.raif. din America, under the refpeB:ive commands of go ernor Shirley and 
Sir :Villiam Peppcrell; and two regiments were ordered from Ireland to 
Virginia, under the command of Major-general Braddock, who was 
patror ized by the Duke of Cumberland. 

The French nation were not defirous of war; becaufe they knew they 
\ Tere contending for boundlefs waft · s, from whence neither they nor 
t1 eir pofterity could draw much advantage for ages to come. The peo­
ple of England were eager for war, becaufe they were contending for the 
preferYation and fecurity of a well cultivated country, inhabi~ed by their 
own countrymen, and of infinite prefent advantage to the fubjeB:s of 
Great Britain, of whom manv thoufands owed their whole fubilfl:ance to 

" the Ameri~, n colonies. 

The parliamentary grants for I 7 55 amounted to 4,073,420 l. out of 
which the fum of 40,350 l. v as granted for the two regiments of foot to 
be raifed in America, 7d38l. for feveral officers to go in the expedition 
under General Braddock, and I, 7 79!. for hofpital officers in that expedi­
tion; 40,4I8l. for fupporting the colony of Nova Scotia, and 2,957!. for 
th": colony of Georgia. Thus far the colonies were protected; but by 
the 1nutiny-afr, which was principally confl:rutted by l\llr. Fox then fe­
cretary at war, the forces in America were fubjeB:ed to a new military 
refl:riU:ion in thofe parts; for a claufe was inferted which provlded that 
all troops which :fhould be raifed in any of the Briti:fh provinces in Ame­
t·ica,. by authority of the refpeB:ive governments, :fhould, at all times 
and in all places, when they h appened to join, or aB: in conjunB:ion with 
his Majefty's Britifh forces, be fubjecr to the fame martial law and difci ... 
pline. 

The exercife of martial law hath been often oppofed and condemned by 
parliament, as repugnant to Magna Charta, and inconfiftent with the fun­
(~amental rights and liberties of a free people; nor was fuch power given 
to courts martial after the peaces of R yfwick and Utrecht. Mr. Bollan, 
the worthy and j udicious agent for the province of the Mauachufets Bay, 
c£?ered a petitioa 2gainft this additional c1aufe, which broughl on a fhort 
debate in the Houfe of Commons, but had no remarkable effea. 

I 

The French ambaffador at the court of London _made great protefl:ations 
of the fincer~ defire which his court had, fina1ly and fpeedily to adjufi all 
d ifputes between the two crowns concerning America. I-Ie therefore 
p ropofed, " That before the ground and circumfiances of the quarrel 
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fbould be enquired into, pofitive orders fhould be immediately fent to the 
refpeB:ive Britifh governors, forbiddin~ ~hem to und.e~t~ke any new enter­
prize, or proceed to any aB: of hoflll1ty; and enJommg them, on the 
contrary, to put things, without delay, with regard to the lands on the 
Ohio, on the fame footing that they \vere, or ought to have been, before 
the late war; and that the refpeB:ive claims fhould be amicably referred to 
the Commiffioners at Paris, that the tvvo courts might terminate the dif­
ference by a fpeedy accommodation.'' 

The Britifh court immediately declared its readinefs to con fen t to the 
ceffation of hofiilities; but upon this condition, that all the poffeffions in 
America iliou1d previoufly be put on the foot of the treaty of Utrecht, 
confirmed by that of Aix-la-Cha pelle. His Britannic Majefiy, therefore, 
propofed, that " the poiTeffion of the lands on the Ohio :fhould be reftored 
to the footing it was on at the conclufion of the treaty of Utrecht, and 
agreeable to the fiipulations of the faid treaty, which \vas renewed by that 
of Aix-la-Chapelle: and moreover, that the other po1reffions in North 
America fuould be refiored to the fame condition in \vhich they aB:ually 
were at the figning of the treaty of Utrecht, and agreeable to the ceffions 
and fiipulations therein expreffed; and then the method of informing the 
refpeuive governors, and forbidding them to undertake any new enter­
prize or aB: of hofhlity, might be treated of; and the claims of both par­
ties referved, to be fpeedily and finally adjufied in an amicable manner 
between the two courts." 

The French ambaffador then delivered the draught of a preliminary 
convention, which was nothing but the firfi propofal enlarged. The 
draught of a counter-convention was delivered to him by the Britifh minif-· 
try, containing a propofal of the moH: moderate terms; being confined 
to thofe points only which were the indifpcnfibie right of his Britannic 
Majefiy, and cffi ntial to the £ curity of the cJloni s. No anfwer was 
made to th is by France, whofe a baiTa.dor '"'as o ·-1 ~:-ed :o demand, as a 
previous condition, that England iliould lefiil: from tb.e three following 
points, which made a principal part of the fubject in difpute. 

I. The fouth coafi of the river St. Lawrence, and e~e lakes that dif­
charge themielves into that riYer. 

II. The tvventy leagues of country demanded along the Bay of :Fundi: and 
Ill. The Lands between the Ohio and 0 abu.ch~ . · 

The difcuffions which followed this extraordinary claim concluded . . ' 
'With the axnbaffador's preienting a mem rial, \·herein the affair of the 
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1flands was treated of, as well as that of North America. This was an­
fwered by a very ample piece, wherein the amba:ffador's piece was refuted 
article by article, and the terms of the counter-convention fully jufiified : 
but this piece remained without a reply, by the fudden departure of the 
amba:ffador. 

It was known that the French had a fquadron at fea, and it was necef­
fary that the Britifh colonies fhould be carefully proteCted ; for which 
purpofe General Braddock 1.vas fent with the troops to Virginia, and a 
fquadron \vas ordered to fail for Newfoundland under admiral .Eofcawen. 
As a kind of war was begun in North America, it was nece:ffary to purfue 
it with power and vigour; and Great Britain was favoured at laft by hea­
ven with a fuccefs, in that part of the world, almofi unparalleled in 
hifiory. 

Admiral Bofcawen failed from Plymouth to the banks of Newfoundland, 
where he took the Alcide and Lys, two fhips belonging to the fquadron 
commanded by lYI. Bois de la l'/lothe, who efcaped with the other £hips, 
and landed his troops at Louiiburg and ~ebeck. 

1\'lr. Alderman Janifen was Lord l\1ayor of London in I 7 55, by whofe 
application to the minifiry, orders of reprifals were granted to his Majefl:y's 
ihips againfl: all kinds of French :fhips, by way of retaliation for the 
many murders the French had committed, their plundering of our traders 
to a great amount in the Indian country, and the encroachments they 
had made, fince the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. The Duke of Newcafile 
acquainted the lords of Council, that the Lord Mayor had fent him fome 
excellent hints. Thefe were to feize the French !hips from the \V eft 
Indies, fiated at four hundred £hips with tvrenty men in each, amounting 
to eight thoufand feamen. '' \Vould not fo great a blow to their trade 
fhike fuch a terror throughout France, as to incline its fubjeB:s to wifh the 
Englifl.n nation might be left in full and peaceable enjoyment of all their 
jufi poffdlions ? and would not his Iv1ajefiy's fubjec:ts in North America 
receive the important news with the greatefi joy, and unite, as one man, 
to repel the common enemy, v.,rho mufl: be greatly difcouraged when they 
were once convinced, that we were determined, with our fleets, to cut off 
all farther reinforcements going from France, to fupport them in that 
part of the world." 

The meafure pointed out by the Lord l\Jayor was foon carried into 
execution; and, before the clofe of the year, there were actually three 
hundred and twenty ihips taken, with about 8ooo feamen on board. 

D 2 Commiffioners 
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Commiffioners were appointed for the fale of all the prizes taken before­
the declaration of war, and the money was lodged in the bank of Eng­
land: It \vas then fa id to amount to abov(')fevcn hundred thoufand pounds, 
and lay there as a depofit to indei?nify. tl1C tMti.on againft .the de ~·r<:da­
tions which the French had committed 1n Amenca; but pnvate rcrfons 
'\-Yho fuffered by thofe depredations never o~tamed any part of it. 

\Vhile this kind of war was profecute(l, the conduct of both P-rtion~ 
was jufi:ified. The Duke de l\1irepoix delivered a memorial to the Britiili · 
miniftry, concerning the French claims to the difputcd part of Nova 
Scotia; which memorial fet forth, " That Acadia, as claimed by tlte 
Briti{h commiffaries, had above 460 leagues of coaft; that ceded by the 
treaty of Utrecht, contained littl-e more than fixty; and the refiitution 
demanded by the Count D'Efhades about three hundred." This memo­
rial deferved no other anfwer than that the ambaffador mufi quit the king­
dom as foon as poffible; and the French minifiry made a public declaration 
to all the courts of Europe, that " if his Britannic l\1ajefiy's allies took 
part in the war which was kindled in Ameriea, by furniiliing fuccours to 
the Engliili, his mofi Chrifiian Majefiy would be authorifed to confider­
and treat them as pTincipals in it." -

The French infified, that the differences between the two crowns reTated 
only to the continent of America, and cenfured the Engliili for taking 
their £hips without declaring war. They every where declared, that 
their flag was infulted, the 1aw of nations contemned, and the f<lith of 
treaties broken. They affeCted to take L·.e ccnfequence and effeCt for t Je 
caufe; and alledged, as the principal affair, -vvhat \Yas only acceffory and 
proceeded fron1 it. France had in\'aded the Britiili colonies, and \vas 
fending a large reinforcement to America. · ow t e fame law, the fame 
principle of felf-defence, which authorifes the refifiing of an invader, 
equally authorifes the preventing of the party attacked from being o-ver­
powered by fo formidable a r inforcement. It was therefore ve ry natural to 
expect, that his Britannic l\1ajefiy would provide fo- the protection of his 
fubjeus, by preventing the landing of fo po,vcrful an armament in 
America, and by endeavouring to prefcrve his American colonies. It WJ.S 

the invafion made by France and the violences that att nded it which \Ycre 
hofl:ile, and it can never be unla\Yf ul to repel an aggrelior .. 

SECTION 
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G neral Braddock lmzdJ in Virgi11ia: His letters to the minjjlry con;erning. 
the }late rf the colonies.-An account qf the g overnors if the different 
colonies; and ?f the French governor-general ~f Canada.-:A gTand 
congrejs held at A/ban)', wbeu the general union if the colonies is agreed 
upon.- .Nlr. Powna!l's plan is laid bejore the commijfioners, 'Luho approve 
~fit, and order quotas to can:r it into execution.--General Braddock' s pro­
ceedin_g;s: He holc!J a congrefi· at .£llexmu.lria, where it is determinecl to 
carry on Four expeditions again.fl the Frencb: 1-lt"s unjitccefi.ful expedi­
tion agaiiift fort Du ~ufne j 7.v it b rema;-ks tbereon.-The French are 
expelled lTova Scotia,b_y Colonel J1Ionckton.-The expedition ap;ainfl Crown 
Point by General J obnfim, wbo d~feats the French army commanded by 
the Baron de Diejkau .- General Shirle_y' s · expedition agaiJ!fllviagara, 
and its coJifequenas; which end the'military operations if I 7 55~ with 
remm•ks. 

GENERAL Braddock, with the two regiments from Ireland, arrived · 
at Virginia on the fidt ofF ebruary, I 7 55; and, on the fourth, wrote 

a. letter from \-Villiamfourg to Henry Fo~..:, Efq; fecretary at war,. wherein 
he acquainted him, Thc..t " after a paifage of f."'ven we2ks, in which he 
had very bad weather, he arrived there, v ·here he found every thing in 
grea t confuGon, as he expeCted it. Tlut much money had been expend(:d 
there, though very little had been done. That Sir John St. Clair was jufl: 
arrived, and he referred to his letters for the bad condi ion of the inde­
pendent companies of New York. That Governor Dinwiddie was of opi- · 
nion the people of Virginia were \vell pcrfuaded of the neceffity of giving 
all e affifiance in their pO\-,·er to'.Tards forw2..rding an affair that con­
cerned them. fo ntarly; and that G ov.::rnor Dobbs was \·ell enough fa tis­
fi.ed with thofe of his province, an l hoped to be more fo thereaft"r. But 
tha t Pennfylvania would do nothing , and fupplied the French vrith every 
thing they wanted." This was, ho\vever, a ra:fh and ill-grounded ccn­
fure of that province. On the 24th, the general a}fo wrote to Colonel 
~-Japier much to the fame purpofc, comp1aining of the condition of the .· 
provincial t roops, and that the Si:' Nations had then declared for the- . 
French. 

T he Britifh colonies were not un'ted 2gainft the common enemy; and_ 
th e In dia ns openly upbraided the Englif11 with th eir diviGons and ind -
le nee, which they· acknow leged to· be the greateft fecuri ty of the :French. 

Th \s 
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This made it neceffary that fome plan fhould be formed for a confederacy 
of all the colonies ; and accordingly orders were fent by his Britannic 
Majefiy to all the governors in North America, ~or a grand congrefs to 
be held of commiffioners from the feveral provinces; as well to treat 
with the Six Nations, as to concert a fcheme for a general union of the 
Britiili colonies. 

At this time, the governors and lieutenant-governors of the Britifh 
colonies in North America were as follow: Maffachufets. Bay, major­
general William Shirley, governor; ConneCticut, Thomas Fitch, Efq; 
governor; New Hampfhire, l3enning \Ventworth, Efq; governor; New 
York, James de Lancey, Efq; lieutenant-governor; but Sir Charles 
I-Iardy, knight, was appointed governor on the 9th of January, I 7 55; 
Nevl Jerfey, Jonathan Belcher, Efq; governor; Pennfylvania, Robert 
I-Iunter Morris, Efq; lieutenant-governor; l'v1aryland, Horatio Sharpe, 
Efq; lieutenant-governor; Virginia, Robert Dinwiddie, Efq; lieutenant­
governor; but William Anne Keppel, Earl of Albemarle, who was made 
governor of Virginia in I 737, and died at Paris on the 22d of December, 
I 7 54' was fucceeded as governor by the Earl of Loudon, in I 7 s6; North 
Carolina, Arthur Dobbs, Efq; governor; South Carolina, James Glen, 
Efq; until the arrival of \Villiam Lyttleton, Efq; governor, who was 
taken in his paffage to America in the Blandford man of war, by the 
fquadron com111anded by M. du Guay, who carried the ihip into France, 
where !he was foon reftored, and Governor Lyttleton releafed; Georgia, 
John Reynolds, Efq; governor; Nova Scotia, Colonel Charles Lawrence, 
lieutenant-governor, and Lieutenant-colonel Robert Monckton, governor 
of Fort Annapolis; Francis William Drake, Efq; a captain in the navy,. 
was governor of Newfoundland ; Williain Popple, Efq; \Vas governor of 
Bermudas ; and John Tinker, Efq; was governor of the Bahama Hlands. 
I 

The Marquis du ~efne, the new governor-general of C:1nada, was· 
formerly captain of a man of war; he caufed a {l:rong fort to be built on 
the forks of the Ohio, afte_r difpoffeffing the Britiih Ohio company, \Yho 
had begun to fortify there; and he declared, " he ·would have a French fort 
on each of the waters that empty themfelves into St. Lawrence and l'vliffif­
fippi :" ?ut he was ?ow fuperfed~d ~n his governmen.t by the Marquis de 
Vaudreutl, who arnved about th1s time at ~ebec with troops frmn Old 
France, under the command of Baron Die:fl~au. The ~~hrquis du ~efne 
returned to Europe, and COminanded a F'rench fquadron in I 7 sS, when 
he was defeated and taken prifoner by Admiral (}fborn, between .cape de 
Gatt and Carthagena. The l\1:uquis \vas in the Foudroyant, of 8o auns 
and Soo men; whiGh was the fame !h ip that the Marquis de GaliHo~iere 
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rommanded when he engaged Admiral Byng off Minorca, on the 2oth of 
1\'Iay, I 7 s6. Captain Gardiner then commanded the Ramillies, under 
Admiral Byng; and he now commanded the Monmouth of 64 guns, to · 
which ihip the Foudroyant firuck after the death of the brave Captain , 
Gardiner. The Marquis du ~efne was brought to London, and fent to 
refide at Northampton until the 21ft of OCtober following, when he re ... -
turned to Fr3.nc ... on his parole. 

A grand congrefs of commiffioners from the feveral colonies was opened ' 
i-n the council-hall at Albany, in the province of New York, on the 18th. 
of June, 17 54, when a plan was agreed upon for a general union of the 
colonies, and creating a common fund to defray all military expences. 
Thomas Powna1, Efq; brother to John Pownall, Efq; one of the fecreta- · 
ries to the Board of Trade, and afterwards governor of the Maffachufets, 
\Yas upon the fpot. This gentleman, by great indufl:ry, and free accefs 
to the papers in the plantation board-office, had acquired great knowledge 
of American affairs. He therefore laid before the commiffiouers at 
Albany a -paper intitled " Confiderations towards a general plan of mea­
fures for the Engliih provinces; wherein he ihewed the plan of the 
French meafures in building a line of forts round the Englifh fettlements; 
which 'V\"<lS " to cut the Englifh off from all communication of alliance 
or trade with the Indians; to make a line of circumvallation to confine 
the Englifh fettlements within fuch bounds a~ the Fre.nch were pleafed to 
fet to the Englifh provinces ; to join Louifiana and Canada; to become 
mafters of the lakes, and make the whole continent one French kingdom.') 
This was fupported by extraCls .from. French writers, particularly Henepin, . 
La Hontan, and Charlevoix. He then obferved, that the whole back 
country, which the French divided into Canada and Louifiana, they 
called New France; the Engl i£h meafures thprefore ihould be, " to open 
themfelves a paifage to, and a communication with, the Indians; to dif- -
join and keep feparate Louifiana and Canada ; and to throw off this yoke · 
of forts vvhich the French were hying on their necks." The. only way 
for the Englifh to do this vvas to becon~e maHcrs of the Indian countries, 
fo as to fecure themfel ves and proteU: the Indians. There appeared t \YO 
ways of effecting this: either to difpute with force and arms every pafs 
and hold ia the country with the French, and to fecure fuch with forts 
and garrifons; or to become mafters of the lakes, and acquire the domi- ·· 
nion of that navigation. l-Ie conGcLred both thefe arguments; but as 
the Engliih h ad no military ef1:ablifhments like the French) he declared 
his opinion as follovfS : " The meafure therefore mofl reafona :::le and 
mofl: likely to fucceed is, to fet the fidl ftep where we have already a footing. 
\Ve h<4\e in the Indian country a fort, a garr ifon, and a port; under the de-
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{ence of thefe the Eng1iih may build a fleet, that fhall firfi open a paffage 
and commun1cation to the Indians ; fecondly, that may efiabliih a trade of 
the mofl: eafy management and the greatefi profit; and, thirdly, that would 
divide and cut ofF Louifiana frotn Canada." He then remarks, " All that 
can be done at prefent is, under the defence of fort Ofwego, to fecure the 
dominion of the Lake Ontario; and, in the mean while, to fecure by forts 
the paifes upon the frontiers of our own fettlements (diftinguifhing here 
the frontiers of the fettlements frorn the frontiers of tl}e provinces) and 
thofe of our allies, to proteCt ourfel ves and them. This being done, we 
:fhould attempt and acquire, for it is in our power, the dominion of all 
the lakes, perhaps the lake Superior excepted. New Hampfhire, Maffa­
chufets, and Rhode Ifland might be allotted to Lake Champlain; Connec­
ticut, New York, and New Jerfey, to Lake Ontario; Pennfylvania, Mary­
land, Virginia, and perhaps the Carolinas too, to the Lakes Erie and 
Illinois." 

This propofal of raifing a naval force upon Lake Ontario, being agree­
able to their own previous fentiments, was approved by the commif­
fioners, and afterwards adopted by the minifiry, and carried into execu­
tion; when the feveral Colonies (their plan of union, formed at this con­
grefs, having mifcarried) raifcd feparately fuch numbers of men as they 
thought themfelves able to maintain, viz. 

Virginia 
Maryland 
Pennfylvania 
New Jerfeys 
New York 
MufTachufets Bay 
ConneB:icu t 
New I-Iampillire 
Rhode Ifland 

- . 
1750 
1000 

150o 

75° 
IOOO 

1750 
1500 

soo 
soo 

In all 102 50 

Although the union of the Colonies vvas a tneafure recommended to 
then1 by the crown, yet when a plan for that purpofe was fo readily con­
certed by the comn1iffioners, it feems that a jealoufy arofe, 1eft fuch an 
union tnight in time render them formidable even to the mother-country. 
Their plan, therefore, which was to fonn a general council compofed of 
deputies from the aifen1blies of all the Colonies, vYhcrein fbould prefide 
a governor-general to be appointed by the crown, with a po\Yer in th.e 
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council to lay and levy general taxes, and raife troops fo r the common 
defence, and to annoy the enemy, was not approved by the minifi:ry . 
But a new one was projected in England, wherein it was propofed, that 
the provincial governors appointed by the crown ihould be impowered to 
meet, and order fuch troops to be raifed, fo rts built, expeditions under­
taken, and other expences incurred, as they fhould judge neceffary; for 
which they ihould draw on the treafury in England, which fhould_ be 
reimburfed by future taxes on the Colonies, to be raifed by aCt of parlia­
Inent. This the Colonies did not approve of; fo neither of them were 
carried into execution. Had the firfl: been agreed to, probably no farther 
expence on the part of Britain would have been necefiary than what 
related w the fleet, as by land the Colonies united would have been 
much too fi:rong for the French, when their fuccours from Europe were 
interc~pted or prevented. 

The Colonies of Virginia and Carolina had fent no commiffioners to 
the congrefs at Albany; but the governors of thofe Colonies fi:rengly 
recommended to their affemblies to aCt with vigour and refolution, by 
granting proper fupplies and entering into a plan of union with all the 
other Colonies, for their mutual defence. Governor Dinwiddie, by a 
letter from Sir Thomas Robinfon, one of the fecretaries of fiate, was 
directed to provide a fufficient quantity of frefh proviGons for the ufe of 
the troops under General Braddock; and the governor recommended to 
the favour of the affembly the poor men who fuffered at the JVIeadows 
with Colonel W afhington, as they were difabled in the fervice of their 
country. Governor Dobbs fent a meffage to the affembly of North Caro­
lina, wherein he laid before them what he called " The grand plan of 
France, to ruin and difl:refs all the Briti!h Colonies on the continent." 
He gave an enormous idea of the Bourbon family ; and remarked, that 
the Gallic was worfe than Punic faith. He fum maril y mentioned 
the encroachments of the French in Nova Scotia, at Crown Point, a t 
Niagara, on the Ohio, and the Ouabache. " Thefe, he faid, were all 
faCts too notorious and recent to be denied, and muft naturally difcover 
the whole plan and fcheme laid by the French, to confine, conquer, and 
enilave all the Briti!h Colonies; a fcheme grand in its extent, romant:c 
in appearance, and even beyond the power of France to execute, provided 
the Colonies exerted their native force immediately, and repelled the 
f'rench to their inhofpitable cold Colony of Canada, and confined them to 
the hot fands of Louifiana." To which he added, " That his Majefiy 
in regard to his faithful Colonies, was only defirous that they {hou.ld 
unite, and form a fociety among themfelves, ro raife a proper and adequate 

uota or fund for their mutual fupport and defence, that the united force 
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of the Colonies might ad: together and have its due weight; and left it 
to the Colonies to confider of the mofl: equitable and proper method of 

· raifing the taxes which were neceifary for the fupport of his government, 
their own peace and fafety, and a reafonable fum from each of the Colo .. 
nies, to be laid up as a fund to fupport and increafe their Indian allies, 
and to prevent all foreign invafions and encroachments." 

The aifembly of Virginia granted so,ooc l. Maryland 6,coo l. and 
North Carolina 8,cool. toward the common caufe: the aifembly of Penn­
fylvania alfo paifed a bill for granting :J.s,oool.; but their governor, who 
is appointed by the Penns, proprietors of that province, and infl:ruB:ed 
by them, refufed his aifent to it, unlefs the_, - would exempt the proprie .. 
tary efl:ate from taxation towards that fum. This they thought uujuft 
and nnreafonable, as the proprietary efl:ate was to be defended as well as 
the efiates of the people. The grant, therefore, was rendered ineffectual; 
but the a£fembly neverthelefs gave, out of money they col}ld difpofe of, 
s ,ooo l. to trufiees, to be by them lnid out for purchafing freih victuals, 
and fuch other nece!faries as they iliould think expedient, for the ufe 
of the king's troops : and I o,ooo l. more for the gene_ral fervice of the 
crown, and then adjourned. But the danger became fo alarming before 
the end of the next year, that the proprietors confented to contribute, 
and the aifembly granted 6o,ooo f. more, and efl:ablifhed a militia in the 
Colony. 

\Vhen General Braddock arrived in Virginia, he fenl: expre!fes to the 
governors of the different provinces to meet him and hold a confultation 
on the bufinefs of the approachin g campaign. This congrefs was opened 
on the 18th of April, 1755, at Alexandria in Virginia, where the general 
had affembled his troops and fixed his head quarters. It was then deter­
mined to carry on three expeditions to the P-orthward; one againfi the 
French forts at Niagara; another againft their encroachments in Nova 
Scotia; and the third againft Cro\vn Point; while a fourth was carried 
on againft the French forts upon the Ohio. 

' 
V/hen the conference broke up, Gene al Braddock wrote to Sir Tho-

mas Robinfon, that " he would be fufficient1y informed, by the minutes 
of the council, of the impoffibility of obtaining from many Colonies the 

-cftablifhing a general fund, agreeable to the infhuB:ions of his l\1ajefty, 
and the circular letters addreifed to the fever a I governors." 

All the four operations were immediately began, for which thirteen 
thout~md regular troops and provincials were in readinefs, be(lde the 

Indians 
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lndians of different tribes. General Braddock had pofi tivc orders to pro­
ceed immediately to Fort Du ~efne, at the forks of the Ohio and Ivlo­
nongahela; and he ace rdingly proceeded towards that fort with his 
army, which conGfted of the two regiments from Ireland , and the pro­
vincials, amounting togeth er to 2,zoo men, with fome Indians . Innu­
merable were the difficulties he had to furmount, in a country, rugged, 
pathlefs, and unknown, a er fs the A llcgheny mountains, through un­
frequented woods, and dangerous defiles. -.. e adva11ced to the IV1eadows 
where Colonel W a!hington was defea ted the year before; and, on the 
8th of July, he encamped within ten miles of fort Du Q~efne, "vith the 
main body of his troops, which confifl:ed of about 1 ,4oo men, including 
a detachment of failors, the troops of Virgi nia, and the independent 
companies of New York; for the general had left his heavy baggage in 
the Meadows, with a detachment of 8oo men, under the command of 
Colonel Dunbar, who was to fqllow as fait as the nature of the fe rvice 
would admit. 

On the gth, the troops paffed the Monongahe1a about noon, when 
they were about feven miles fr01n the fort, and in palling a defile, were 
faluted by a quick and heavy fire from an imperceptible enemy. The 
van guard fell back upon the main body, every thing was in confufion, 
the foldiers were fl:ruck with a panic, and could not be rallied by the ge­
neral, who was mortally wounded in the attempt. The whole army fled, 
and left behind them all their artillery, baggage, and fiores. Sir Peter 
Halkett, colonel of the 4L1th regiment, was killed upon the fpot; as was 
the general's fecretary, who was eldeft fon to Governor Shirley. Mofi of 
the other officers were killed or wounded, and the whole lofs was com­
puted to be about 200 killed, and 400 wounded. 

It is true, General Braddock was a brave regular foldier, and recom­
mended to this command by the Duke of Cumberland, who was then 
captain-general of the army, and had this fervice very much at heart, as 
it was of the highefi importance to his 1\:Jajefl:y's American dominions, 
and to the honour of his troops employed in thofe parts. His royal 
highnefs took fuch a particular interefi in it, that he gave the general 
feveral audiences, when he entered into an explanation of every part of 
the fervice in which the general was to be employed: and, as a better 
rule for the execution of his Majefiy's inHruuions, the general was ho­
noure-d with the fentiments of his royal highnefs in writing, which were 
delivered to J..im by Colonel Napier, the adjutant-general, wherein his 
royal highnefs advifed the general, " how careful he muft be to prevent 
a furprize; and that the moft ftriCl difcipline was always neceffary, but 
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more particu1ar1y fo in the fervice in which he was engaged : wherefore 
his royal highnefs recommended to him, that it fhould be confiantly ob­
ferved among the troops under his command, and to be particularly care­
ful they were not thrown into a panic by the favages, whom .the French 
would certainly employ to frighten them." The beil: foldiers have felt 
firange panics, and this was the cafe with thofe under the command of 
General Braddock, who is faid to have been aufl:ere in temper and fevere 
in difcipline. The Indians deferted him becaufe he held them in contempt: 
and he defpifed the Provincials who £hewed their courage in preferving 
the regulars in the retreat. If a number of Indians had preceded the 
army, they would have feafonably difcovered the enemy's ambufcade; 
and the Virginian rangers, infiead of being made to ferve as regulars in 
the ranks with the Engliili troops, £hou1d have been employed as out­
fcouts: but this fiep, fo neceffary to guard againfi furprize, was too un­
happily omitted. However, this unfortunate general behaved very 
gallantly, and deferved a much better fate. 

The firength of the enemy was not then certainly known; for, ac­
cording to Indian accounts, they exceeded not 400, chiefly Indians. But 
by other accounts, it appears that the French, who were pofied at Fort 
Du ~efne and on the Ohio, co_nfified of fifteen hundred regular and fix 
hundred irregular troops, who had with them a confiderable number of 
Indians in their interefi. The French general had very particular intelli­
gence of General Braddock's defign, of the number and condition of his 
forces, and the routs they were to take. He knew the Engliili had been 
fupp1ied with provifions, and were advancing toward the fort, which he 
had left with a frnall garrifon, and formed a camp about fix miles before 
it, where he threw up entrenchments in a mafierly manner, having a 
thick w~od on each fide, which extended along the route that the Englilh 
were to take. \Vhen General Braddock came within about three 1niles of 
their entrenchments, the French drew out of their lines, placing their 6oo 
irregulars in front and their 1500 regulars behind to fupport them. They 
alfo fiationed a great number of Indians in the wood on each fide, who 
effeCl:ually concealed themfelves behind trees and bullies. Had the am­
bufcade been difcovered, the French,. if necdrary, might have retired 
within their lines; and from thence, if forced, under the cannon of Fort 
Du ~efne. 

It wa5 thought that the fort might have been eafily taken, which 
would have given the Engli{h poffeffion of a fine and large country, and 
opened a communication with the lakes, which -was the intent of the 
expedition, as appears fro1n the Duke of Cumberland's inftruB:ions to 
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General Braddock. \Vhen tha_t general fell, he was carrie'd off the field 
by his officers, fhot through the arms and the lungs, of which he died the 
fou rth day ; but when the fecond party joined the routed diviuon forty 
rnil s fhort of the place of aCl:ion, the terror diffufed itfelf fo much 
through the \'hole army, that Colonel Dun bar retreated to Fort Cumber­
land, wher Governor Dinwiddie wrote to him, and propofed a fecond 
attempt on Fort Du ~efne. In confequence of this propofal, a council 
was held on the 1 fi: of -~.l ugufi:; the members of \•vhich were Colonel 
Dunbar, Lieutenant-colonel Gage, Governor Sharpe, fv1ajor Chapman, 
Major Sp·q·kes, and Sir John St. Clair; when it was unanimouily con­
ceived tha t l\1r. Dinwiddie's fcheme was impraCJ:icable. The panic {till 
con tinuing, Colonel Dunbar began his march the next day towards Phi­
ladelphia with I 6oo men; leaving behind him the Virginia and l\1ary­
Iand companies, and about 400 wounded men .. 

Here it may be obferved, that the French kept po£reffion of Fort Du 
~efne, and fecured the neighbouring Indians in their interefi:, until the 
year I7 s8, when General Forbes, at the head of Colonel Montgomery's 
regiment of Highlanders and fome provincial troops, amounting in the 
whole to 2500 men, marched in June from Philadelphia, and in Novem­
ber came up to Fort Du ~efne, which he found burnt and abandoned 
by M. Delanarie, the governor, who efcaped with his garrifon down the 
river to their forts and fettlements upon the Miffiffippi. General Forbe 
immediately took poffeilion of the fort, which he now called Pittiliurgh, 
in honour of Mr. Pitt, who promoted the expedition, and to whom the ge­
neral immediately wrote to congratulate him upon this important event .. 
The next day, a large detachment was fent to Braddock's field, to bury the· 
bones of their flaughtered countrymen, many of wh01n were butchered in 
cold blood by the French and their Indians, who, to the eternal infamy of· 
thei r country, had left them lying above ground ever fince. The general 
efi:abliihed garrifons on the Ohio, at Fort Ligonier, Bedford, and all along 
the communication, whereby the Englifh were efi:abliilied in the fineft 
country .of America, and the French had the.ir chain of communication:. 
between Canada and Louifiana deftroyed. 

As to the three expeditions agre~d in the congrefs at Alexandria to be car­
ried on in 17 55, to the northward, againfi: the French at Niagara, Crown. 
Point, and Nova Scotia, they were alL put into execution by Governor­
Shir1ey, upon whom tne command of the Britifh forces in North America. 
devolved after the death of General Braddock. He fent orders to Colonel: 
Dunbar to march his troops from Philadelphia to Albany, which was the. 
grand theatre of all the preparations for the· northern expeditions •. 
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The expedition againft Nova Scotia was firft put into execution, and 
the troops for that fervice were pu t under the command of Lieutenant­
colonel Monckton, who, on the 6th of Ju ne, took Fort Bcaufejour in the 
bottom of the Bay of Fund i. T his vvas the fl:rongeft fort ification in 
Acadia, and was new named Fort Cumberlan cl. The reduction of this 
place was followed by that of the fm a11 for t at Bay V erte, and by another 
large fort at St. John's river. The Indians fu bmitted to the Engliih, 
who recovered the whole country wi th littl e lofs, and tranfported many 
Acadian families, commonly called the French Neutrals, to the other 
northern colonies, where they could no long er affifl: the French as Britifh 
rebels. But the French were not quite ex tirpated from Nova Scotia Until 
the reduB:ion of Cape Breton in I 7 58, when the remainder of them were 
compelled to retire and take refuge in Canada, whereby their vacated 
lands, which had been well cultivated,. and every other part of this valu­
able province, were left totally for the poffeffion of the Britifh colonifts. 

\Vhen Colonel Monckton had expelled the French from their forts in 
Nova Scotia, Captain Rous, who commanded the naval part of that ex­
pedition, deftroyed all their fifhing huts and veffels upon the coaft of 
Newfoundland. 

The expedition againft Crown Point was committed to the care of 
Colonel Johnfon, to whom Governor Shirley gave a provincial commif­
fion, whereby he was appointed major-general and commander in chief 
of the four thoufand provincial forces to be employed in that fervice. 

Fort Frederick at Crown Point was built by the French in 173 r, on the 
fouth fide of the gut or river which connects Lake George, or Lake Sacra­
ment, with Lake Champlain . It was in the province of New York, and 
little more than one hundred miles from Albany. The French built this 
fort with that at Niagara and Fort Du ~efne in confequence of their 
fcheme to poffefs all the paffes of the back countries and fecure them oy 
fitong garrifons. By means of Lake Champlain, Crown Point commu­
nicates with Montreal, which is about ninety miles from it, and all the 
way is navigable except at the carrying place. This French advanced 
garrifon could eafily annoy all the upper parts of New York and New 
lingland, and prevent the fettle ment of any lands north of Hudfon's and 
Connecticut rivers: therefore the reduction of it, with all the other little 
for.ts on the fouth fide of Lake Champlain, was very neceffary to carry on 
the grand operations f'()f the expulfion of the French from Canada. 

The French were prepared againfi fuch an attempt; and their troop~, 
which landed at ~ebec, were brought down to Crown Point, under the 
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command of the Baron de Diefkau, who intended to take Ofwego, ·but 
was pr_evented by the enterprize againfl: Crown Point. 

Gener?J Johnfon encamped at the fouth end of Lake St. Sacrament, to 
which he gave the name of Lake George. The French general came down 
againft the Englifh camp at the head of 300 regulars, 8oo Canadians, 
and 700 Indians. He defeated a detachment of I ,oo8 men under Colonel 
\Villiams, and then attacked General Johnfon in his camp, on the 8th of 
September, when he "Vvas repu1fed, wounded, and taken prifoner, wi th 
the lofs oc mofl: of his officers, and about 7 0 0 men killed. The Englifn 
had about 130 men killed and 6o vvounded; but among the former \Vas 
Colonel Tidcomb, and General Johnfon among the latter, who was ex­
peB:ed to have proceeded to Crown Point or to have difpoffeffed the French 
from Ticonderago : but he contented himfelf with building a Hockaded 
fort near the lake, '"here he left a frnall garrifon of militia, to affert the 
right of his Britannic l\1ajefiy to the circumjacent country, and retu rned 
with his troops to Albany. The French general was afterwards fent to 
England, where he was treated with the greatefl honour and refpeC't. 
General Johnfon became idolized in America, and honoured in England, 
wher e he was created a baronet by the king, and rewarded with a vote of 
5>ooo I. by the parliament. 

The Duke of Cumberland, who thought the redncrion of Niagara of the 
utmoft importacce, had recommended it to General Braddock to leave no­
thing to chance in fuch an enterprize. It was agreed at Alexandria, that 
while General ~raddock was to attack Fort Du ~efne with the Englifh 
regiments, and General Johnfon was to invefi: Crown Point w ith the pro­
vincial troops, General Shirley :fbould proceed to Lake Ontario, for the 
prefervation of Fort Ofwego and the reduClion of Fort Niagara, both on 
the fame lake, with his own and Pepperell's regiments, and the regiment 
of New Jerfey, commanded by Colonel Schuyler; but the obfi:ruClions at­
tending his preparations promifed no great advantages to the common caufe 
at hi£ firfi fetting out. The paffage f;·om Albany to Ofwego was then 
imperfeB:ly known to any_ but a few officers who hacl been fiationed at 
the garrifon, and fome Indian traders of Albany and Schenecrada, who 
informed General Shirley of the difficulties he had to undergo. 

General Shirley, on the 8th Gf Augufi, arrived at Ofvvego, upon the 
fouth edge of Lake Ontario. The fort was formerly garrifoned by 
twenty-five men; but the number was augmented_to fifty, on the com ... 
mercement of the prefent difputes: fifty more were ordered up ic March, 
and Captain Bradfireet arrived tliere in May with two hundred, befides 

workmen:-
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workmen to be employed in the naval operations, which were neceffary 
to be made upon the Lake. 

The tranfportation of provifions through this long traB: of country 
from New York to the Lake Ontario, was fo much retarded, that it was 
impoffible to remove frqtn Ofwego againfi Niagara until the end of Sep­
tember; and General Shirley, on the 18th of that month, held a council 
of war at his can1p, where were prefent, befides his excellency, Colonel 
Schuyler, Lieutenant-colonel Ellifon, Lieutenant-colonel Mercer, Major 
Littlehales, Major Bradfireet, adjutant-general; with the captains Patten, 
Barford, and Broadly, who ·corpmanrled the veifels on the Lake. The 
General reprefented the fiate of affairs to the council, and obferved from 
the whole, that as all intercourfe between the French at Frontenac and 
Niagara had been fufpended for fome time; and as they had lain fiill at 
the former of thore places e-ver fince his arrival at Ofwego, it was probable 
their defign was, if the Eng1ifh made an attempt againfi Niagara, to 
·n1ake a defcent, in the mean time, againfi Ofwego from Fort Frontenac, 
which was only 55 miles north of Ofwego; but Niagara was 150 miles 
.to the wefiward of it. The council agreed to proceed againfi Niagara 
with fix hundred regulars and one hundred irregulars, who were to em­
bark with a proper train, and leave feven hundred men to proteB: Ofwego 
till their return. But they foon altered their refolution; for at another 
counc-il, held on the g6th, they were unanimoufly of opinion, that " it 
was mofi advifeable to defer making any attempt againfi Niagara or Fron­
tenac until the next year, when the general might feize the advantage of 
an early campaign, and not only take, but hold Niagara; as alfo leave 
Ofwego lefs expofed to the enemy from Fort Frontenac: and that, in the 
mean time, the general fhould employ his whole firength in finifhing the 
forts, barracks, hofpital, and other works at Ofwego, as much as the 
feafon of the year would allow." 

General Shirley immediately began to carry this advice into execution, 
and retired from Ofwego on the 27th of OB:obcr, leaving feven hundred 
men in garrifon, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Mercer, \'Yith 
orde rs to defend the works projeC1ed for its defence. On the 4th of 
Nov mber, the general arrived at Albany, where he found Colonel Dun­
bar with the 44th and 48th regiments. He then wrote circular letters 
to the feveral governors upon the continent, as far wefiward as Virginia, 
fummoning them to meet him at Alhany, to form a council of war, pur­
fuant to the royal infiruC1ions; after which, he embarked for New York, 
and arrived there on the 2d of December. The council met on the r 2 th, 
to deliberate upon the plan for the operations of the fucceeding campaign, 

and 
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and it wa agreed to fecure the navigation of the Lake Ontari"o, to raife 
fix thoufand troops for the reduction of the French forts upon that Lake, 
and to fend ten thoufand againfi Crown Point: but the council declared, 
that it would be impoffible to recover and fecure the jufi rights of his 
Britannic f\Iajefiy withou t an additional number of regular forces, befide: 
thofe already upon that continent~ 

Thus ended the military-operations of the year I 7 55; a year always· 
to be remembered in North America, where it opened with the faireft 
profpeCls to thefe remote difperfions of the Britifh empire. Four armies. 
were on foot to remove the encroachments of a perfidious enemy, and: 
the coafis of the Britifh ColoNies honoured with a fleet for their fecurity. 
The French began to be defpifed; and the Englifh only defired a procla­
mation of war, for the final defiruB:ion of the whole country of New 
France. The Indians, from the ifihmus of Nova Scotia to the back of 
New York, were conciliated to the Britifh interefi; and happy had it been. 
for the wefiern colonies if the fame advantages had been obtained on their· 
fide : but a difmal fcene was difclofed in thofe parts, by bands of rapa­
cious and bloody foes, committing murders infiead of waging war. The· 
Delawares began their incurfions, and war was declared againfi them· 
i:1 April, I 7 s6, by the governor of Pennfylvania, who offered a reward~ 

for fcalps 2-nd prifoners. \Var was alfo declared againfi them foon after· 
in New Jerfey: but Sir William Johnfon prevailed on thefe Indians to' 
lay down their arms. 

The plan of operations fettled at New York by Governor Shirley was. 
tranfmitted to Sir Thomas Robinfon,. to be laid before his Majefty for the· 
royal approbation: but a change was then made in the Britifh miniftry; 
a general war was beginning in Europe; and the Earl of Loudon was to) 

be fent over to command all the Britiih forces in North America •. 

VoL. I.· F SECTI'ON: 
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S E C T I 0 N III. · 

Proceedings of the Britijh p_arliamen~ ~o fupp~rt the rig_hts of the crown in 
America.-A revolutzon zn the Brztifh mznijlry, and zn the general )j.flem 
qf Eurepe, on account of the dijputes in America.-The rife of the war in 
Germany.-The French take Minorca.-His Britannic Majejly declares 
war again.fl France.-War declared ~Y France againjl Gre.at Britain: Re­
marks thereon.-The city of London, in iheir addrifs to the king, exprifs 
their fears.for the danger of his pojfejJions in America. ln.flruClions of the 
principal cities to their reprejentatives in parliament to tt.ke fome effefl.­
Allies on both }ides in the German war occqfioned by that in America.­
Ge1zeral remark on the war in North America, as coudu[fed by all the 
generals commanding there until 1758, when Louifburg, Fort Frontenac, 
Gqjp~!Jie, and Fort Du §!.!tejne were taken. The importance of thefe 
acqujjitions.-ln 17 59, fame ijlands in the Wejl !N.dies taken from the 
French. Ticonderago, Crown Point, M'agara, and §(__uebec taken. The 
great cor!fequence and value of thefe pqffeffions.-In I 760, Montreal 
Juhmits and Ri)ligouchi dtjlro)'ed.-ln I 761, other conque.fls are made by 
the Britijh forces in the Wefl lndies.-In 1762., war declared between 
Great Britain and Spain, and on what account. The Havanna and 
Manilla reduced by the Britijh arms. 

GREAT BRITAIN was now apparently once tnore at the eYe of a 
war with France; upon the happy iifue of which depended the very 

exifience of the Britiih Colonies in North America, and the trade and 
navigation of the Britiih empire. The importance of the Britifh Colonies 
was jufily confidered, and the ftrength of the Britifh nation properly 
exerted. His Britannic Maj~fl:y, on the I 3th of November, i 7 55, in­
formed h1s parliament, that " fince their lafl: feffion, he · had taken fuch 
ITiefliures as might be tnofi conducive to the protec1ion of his poffe:fllons 
in America, and to the regain1ng of fuch parts thereof as had been en­
croached upon or invaded, in violation of the peace, and contrary to the 
faith of mofi folemn treaties : That, for this purpofe, the maritime force 
of the kingdom had been got ready with the utmofi application and ex­
pedition, and been principally employed ; fome land forces had been fent 
to North America; and all encouragement had been given to the feveral 
Colonies there, to exert themfelves in their own defence, and in the main­
tenance of the rights and poifeffions of Great Britain." The Houfe of 
Lords, in their addrefs, thanked his majefiy " for his royal firmnefs, in 
not yielding to any terms of accommodation with France, that were not 

reafonable 
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reafonable and honourable ; and for exerting his royal care fo powerfully 
in the prot~ :cion of his Colonies: They acknowledged his wifdom and 
goodn"is, in increail.ng his naval armaments, and in augmenting his land 
forces; as alfo in generoufly giving encouragement to that great body of 
his brave and faithful fubjec:ts, with which his American- provinces hap­
pily abounJed, to xert their firength on that important occaflon." The 
commons followed the example of the Lords, and the king farther affured 
them, that " he was determined to prate :t and maintain the valuable and 
undoubt d rights and pofldilons of his crown." 

A revolution in the minifiry was formed, when Henry Fox, Efq; wa:s 
appointed one of the principal fecretaries of fiate, and William Pitt, Efq; 
was removed from his office of receiver and paymafier-general of all his 
1\lajefiy's forces. The parliament granted 7,229,I 17!. for the fervice of 
the year I756; out of·which fum there were 8I,I78/. for a regiment of 
foot to be raifed in North A m erica; 79,9 r5l. for fix regiments of foot 
from Ireland, to ferve in North America and the Eafi In dies; and r I 5,000 !. 
to the p:ovinces of New England, New York, and the J erfeys, as a re­
ward for their pafi fervices; as alfo 55,032!. for fupporting the colony of 
Nova Scotia, and 3557/. for Georgia. The nation was for open war~ 
and the parliament for vigorous meafures: but if war was declared againft 
France, it was forefeen that her arms would be turned againft Hanover ; 
th~refore a party was formed againft all continental connexions, and for 
confining the \Yar to the natural firength and interefl: of the nation, fo as. 
to be profecuted only by fea and in America. 

A revolution happened throughout the whole fyfiem of Europe, as well 
as in the Britifh m-inifiry. From I748 until ·I 7 55 all Europe was in a 
fiate of tranquillity; but then the difhufis which crept into the difcuffions 
of the French ancl Engli!h, concerning their poifeffions in America, fore­
told an approaching fiorm. The King of Pruffia, on the 26th of January, 
I 7 56, concluded a convention of neutrality, Or treaty of alliance, with 
his uncle, the King of Great Britain, whereby it was declared, that 
" their Majefiies having naturally confidered, that the differences which 
had lately arifen in America might eafily extend much farther, and even 
reach Europe; therefore the fiipulations of this treaty tended to preferve 
the peace of Europe in general, and that of Germany in particular~" 
This occafioned a counter-convention of neutrality, or treaty of alliance, 
between the 'tourts of Vienna and V erfailles, which was-cond uded on the 
I fi of I'V1ay, I 7 56, and the extenfive preamble indicated, that it WaS done 
" ~ith. a view to hinder the flames of war that might be kindled by the 
differences between England and France about the lim-its of their refpecriYe 

F ~ pofreili.on& 
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poffeffions in America ~rom fpreadi~g, and -difturbing the ~arm~ny. an~ 
good underftanding whtch then happ1ly fubfifted between the1r Majeihes. 

The feeds of a general war were fown, in which all parties and interefis 
feemed afterward blended; becaufe this war arofe from caufes which ori­
ginally had not the leaft connettion; thofe caufes being the uncertain 
limits of the Britiih and French territories in America, and the continual 
daims of the houfes of Auftria aod Brandenbourg on ~he dutchy of Silefia, 

The French minifiry pretended, they were defirous to have the difcuf .. 
fions relating to America determined by an equitable and folid accommo­
dation. But the Britiih minifiry proved, that France wanted to draw a 
veil over the hofiilities which lhe had committed in America, both in N<>va 
Scotia and on the Ohio, as a]fo on the territories of Virginia. 

The French minifiers, at the feveral courts of Europe, fpoke publickly 
of invading Great Britain or Ireland; and his Britannic Majefty, on the 
23d of March, I7 s6, fent a meifage to both houfes of parliament, to 
inform them, that he had received repeated advices to that purpofe, as 
alfo that " he had taken proper meafures for putting his kingdom in a 
pofiure of defence againfi fo unjufl: and defperate an enterprize, projeB:ed 
in revenge for thofe juft and neceffary meafures which had been taken for 
maintaining his rights and poifdlions in North America." Both houfes 
prefented very loyal addreifes to the throne; and the lords declared, that 
" they looked with the utmofi indignation upon fo unjuft and daring an 
attempt as that of invading his Majefty's kingdoms, in revenge for the 
generous and fteady condutt he had held in maintaining the juft rights 
and poifeffions of his crown and fubjeB:s in North America, againft the 
unprovoked aggreffions and hofiilities originally commenced on the part 
of France; and they intreated his Majefty not to be diverted from it by 
any appearances whatfoever., 

The addrefs of the Houfe of Commons was much in the fame terms; 
and other addreffes flowed in from all parts of Great Britain and Ireland. 
The magiftracy of London expreffed " their abhorrence of fo unjuft and 
defperate an enterprize, projetted in revenge for his Majefiy's royal and 
gracious proteCtion of the trade and commerce of his people, and the 
neceifary defence of the undoubted rights and poffeffions of his crown." 
And the merchants of London declared, " they could not omit their rnoft 
unfeigned acknowledgments for his Majefty's conftant attention to pre­
ferve the Britiih rights and poifeffions in America, and the properties of 
their fellow-fubjeas there, with which the commerce and profperity of 

~ thefe 
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thefe kingdoms were fo e!fentially conneB:ed." The merchants of Brifiol 
<' prefented their juft tribute of thanks for the vigorous meafures taken 
by his Majefty in defence of his American Colonies, fo e!fential to the 
profperity of the trade of Great Britain." The magiftracy of Edinburgh 
" teftified their abhorrence of the intentions of the court of France to 
make an invafion upon Great Britain or Ireland; an enterprize formed in 
defpair and rage, on account of his Majefty's having refented the encroach­
ments, depredations, and murders committed by the French in North 
America." The magiftracy of Dublin declared, " they could not, with­
out the utmoft indignation, hear of the de!igns of an ambitious and per­
fidious power to difturb their tranquillity, and that in revenge for his 
Majefty)s fi:eady and uniform attention to the rights of his crown and the 
poifeffions of his fubjeCl:s in North America." 

The French were afraid to invade Great Britain; but they equipped a 
fleet at Toulon for the invafion of Minorca: Admiral Byng was fent with 
a fquadron to the relief of that ifland, and he engaged the French admiral, 
Galiffoniere, without relieving the place; fo that Marfhal Richlieu took 
Fort St. Philip, and got poifeffion of all the ifland. 

As a11 pacific meafures were at an end, his Britannic Majefty declared 
war againft France on the 17th of May, I 7 s6, and thereby alleged, that 
-" the unwarrantable proceedings of the French in the Weft In dies and 
North America, fince the conclufion of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and 
the ufurpations and encroachments made by them upon his territories, and 
the fettlements of his fubjeB:s in thofe pa_rts, particularly in his province 
of Nova Scotia, had been fo notorious and fo frequent, that they could 
not but be looked upon as a fufficient evidence of a formed defign and 
refolution in that court, to purfue invariably fuch meafures as fhould moft 
effectually promote their ambitious views, without any regard to the moft 
folemn treaties and engagements. That his Majefty had not been want­
ing, on his part, to make from time to time the moft ferious reprefentations 
to the French King, upon thefe repeated aB:s of violence, and to endea­
vour to obtain redrefs and fatisfaB:ion for the injuries done to his .fubjetl:s, 
and to prev~nt the like caufes of complaint for the future: but though 
frequent affurances had been given, that every thing fhould be fettled 
agreeable to the treaties fubfifting between the two crowns, and particu­
larly that the 'evacuation of the four neutral iflands in the Weft Indies 
iliould be effeB:ed, the execution of thefe alfurances, and of the treaties on 
which they were founded, had been evaded under the moft frivolous pre­
tences; and the unjuftifiable praClices of the French governors, and of 
the officers acting under their authority, were !till carried on, till, in 

April, 
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April, 17 54, they broke out in open aB:s of hoftility, when in time or' 
profound peace, without any declaration of war, a_nd without any pre­
vious notice given or application made, a body of French forces, under 
the command of an officer bearing the French King's commiffion, attacked 
in a hoftile manner, and polfeifed themfelves of the Engliili. fort on the 
Ohio in North America. But notwithfianding this aB: of hofiility, which 
could not but be looked upon as a commencement of war, yet, from his 
earneft defire of peace, and in hopes the court of France would difavow 
this violence and injuftice, his Majefty contented himfelf with fending 
fuch a force to America as was indifpenfably neceifary for the immediate 
defence and proteB:ion of his fubjeCl:s againft freili. attacks and infults. 
That, in the mean time, great naval armaments were preparing in the 
ports of France, and a confiderable body of French troops embarked for 
North America; and though the French ambalfador was fent back to 
England with fpecious profeffions of a defire to accommodate thefe dif-

. ferences, yet it appeared, that their real defign was only to gain time 
for the palfage of thofe troops to America, which they hoped would fecure 
the fuperiority of the French forces in thofe parts, and enable them to 
carry their ambitious and oppreilive projeCl:s into execution. That his 
Majefly, in thefe circumfiances, could not but think it incumbent upon 
him to endeavour to prevent the fuccefs of fo dangerous a defign, and to 
oppofe the l-anding of the French troops in America; and in confequence 
of the juil and necelfary meafures he had taken for that purpofe, the 
F.rench ambaffador was immediately recalled from his c.ourt, the fortifica­
tions at Dunkirk were enlarged, and his kingdoms were threatened with 
an invafion: therefore his Majefiy could no longer forbear giving orders 
forth~ feizing at fea the ihips of the :French King and his fubjeCl:s, with­
out proceeding to the confifcation of them. But it being evident, by the 
hofiile invafion actually made by the French King, of Minorca, that it 
was the determined refolution of that court to hearken to no terms of 

. peace, but to carry on the war, which had been long begun on their part, 
with the utmofi violence, his Majefly could no longer remain within 

. . thofe bounds which he had hitherto obferved; therefore he declared war 
againfi the French King, who had fo unjufHy begun it, relying on the 
help of Almighty God in his juft undertaking, and being aHured of the 
hearty concurrence and affifiance of his fubjec:ts in fupport of fo good a 
caufe." 

The French King alfo n1ade a formal declaration of war againfl: the 
King of Great Britain on the gth of June following; in which he con­
cealed and evaded all the hofiilities committed by his iubjects in North 
America. 

Had 
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Had there been no claims left undetermined at Aix-la-Cha )el e; h d 
the peacemak rs t 1ere on the part f Great Britain infifted upon the 
t:vacuation of Crown Point, of the encroachments and fortrefie s on the 
Ohio, and in Nova Scotia or Acadia, there wou d have been n p retence 
left for this French aftergame. If this was an overfight, the time was 
now come to reB:ify the mifiakes of former minifi:ers, and to refl:ore the 
honour and welfare of Great Britain and her Colonies. 

The city of London, on the Qoth of Augufl:, prefented an addrefs to 
the King, wherein they fignified their fears that the lofs of Minorca 
would be an indelible reproach on the honour of the Britilh nation : " Nor 
could they help expreffing their apprehenfions for the great danger of his 
Majefiy's po.lfeffions in America, by the mifmanagements and delays 
which had attended the defence of thofe invaluable Colonies, the objeCJ: 
of the prefent war, and the principal fource of the wealth and firength 
of thefe kingdoms." His Majefiy anfwered, that " th~ events of war 
were uncertain; but nothing £1wuld be wanting on his part toward carry­
ing it on with vigour, in order to a fafe and hononrable peace, and for 
recovering and fecuring the po.lTeffions and rights of his crown." 

The citizens of London alfo prefented infl:ruClions to their reprefenta­
tives in parliament, wherein they particularly mentioned, that " as the 
cruelties fuffered by their fellow-fubjeB:s in North America had long called 
for redrefs, whilfi the mifmanagement in the attempts for their fupport, 
and the untimely and unequal fuccours fent to their relief, had only ferved 
to render the Britilh name contemptible; they therefore required them 
to ufe their utmofi endeavours for deteB:ing a1l thofe who, by treachery 
or mifconduet, had contributed to thofe g_reat difire.lTes." 

This example was followed by the mofl: refpeB:able parts of the 
kingdom. 

About this time the war alfo broke out in Germany, wherein the 
Auftrians, Ruffians, French, Swedes, Saxons, and Im perialifi:s were 
confederate againfi the King of Pruffia, who was affified by Great Bri­
tain in fo formidable a manner, under the adminifiration of Mr. Pitt, 
that it was at lafi a.lTerted, " America was conquered in Gerr11any." 

The Britilh parliament granted large fupplies for the protetl:ion of the 
American Colonies, which were preferved, fecured, and augmented. The 
French w_ere at firfl: fuccefsful in thofe parts .;/ but the Englilh were finally 
.crowned with unexampled fuccefs; which made it remarked, that " the 

raihncfs 
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rafhnefs of Braddock, the inexperience of Shir1ey, the inatlivity of Lou­
d on, and the ill fi1ccefs of Abercromby, feetn only to have been fo many 
neceffary means of producing that unanimity in our Colonies, that fpirit 
in our troops, and that fieady perfeverance in our minifters., as recovered 
from the enemy all his ufurpations." 

On the Q6th -of July, I 7 s8, Louiiburg was taken by Admiral Bofcawen,. 
jn conjunCtion with the Generals Amherft and \Volfe; on which occafion,.. 
four of the enemies' capital fhips were burnt, one capital ihip with tvvo.. 
frigates taken, and four frigates funk. This important fortrefs, the key 
of North America, was deliven~d up with 5637 French troops, befides. 
the inhabitants on both the Hlands of Cape Breton and St. John's .. 

On the 27th of Augufl: following, Fort Frontenac was taken, and nine 
armed French floops defhoyed by 3000 provincial troops~ under the cori_l­
mand of Colonel Bradftreet; whereby the navigation of the Lake Ontario 
was recovered, and the French commerce with the River St. Lawrence 
cut off. 

In September, Gafpeffie was taken by a few £hips under the command 
of Sir Charles Hardy, whereby all Nova Scoti.a was reduced. 

On the 25th of November, Fort Du <l.!!efne, on the Ohio, was takerlt 
by General Forbes, after a very dangerous and laborious march. Thift. 
acquifition compenfated for the defeat of General Braddock, and obtaine<l 
the command of a great tratl: of rich country, which the Engliili claimed_ 
as their right. 

The year 17 59 was fiiH more glorious for the Britifh anns in America; 
for in May, the Hlands of Guadaloupe, Defeada, and Marie-galante, in the' 
Weft Indies, 'vere taken by Commodore Moo re and General Barrington._ 

On the 24th of July following, Ticonderago was abandoned by the­
French, at the approach of General Amherft, who took poffeffion of it as­
he alfo did of Crown Point on the 4th of Augufi, the redutl:ion of which. 
had been long wifhed for with muc·h anxiety, as it was an object of gre~t 
jealoufy to the Britifh Colonies, from its fituation at the back of Albany. 

About the fame time, Niagara furrendered·to the forces under the com­
n1and of Sir William Johnfon, which was a confiderable .acquifition, as 
this fort commanded ·the co1nmunication. between the gr.eat Lakes Erie 
and Ontario. 

The 
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'The expedition againfi ~ebec fucceeded under the command of Admi­
ral Saunders and General Wolfe, who got up the River St. Lawrence 
at the end of June, at;1d on the I 3 tl~ of September was fought the famous 
battle of ~ebec, wherein General Wolfe l<?fi his life, after acquiring the 
victory ov,er the NI~r:q~is de Montcalm, who alfo perifhed in the field. 
In four days after, the city of <l.l!ebec, the metropolis of the French 
American dominions, furrendered to General Townfhend; whereby a 
paffage was opened _for the reduction of all Canada. 

' However, in April I 760, an army of ten thoufand French regulars 
and Canadians, under the cmnmand of General De Levis, marched up to 
~ebec, to retake it. General Murray commanded the garrifon, and 
ventured with 3,000 men to march out of the town, and give the French -
.battle at Sallerie, where he was defeated; but effetl:ed his retreat to the 
town, which was befieged and gallantly defended, until the arrival of 
Lord Colville with a fquadron of Britifh fhips on the r6th of May, when 
the French were obliged to raife the fiege, and leave the Britifh nation 
thus eflablifhed in this important conquefi. 

On the 8th of September following, the town of Montreal fubmitted 
to Sir J effery Amherft and General- Murray, to whom the Marquis de 
Vaudreuil delivered up himfelf and his garrifon, to be tranfported to 
Old Fran-ce.; whereby the Englifh got poifeffion of New France. 

·Captain Byron alfo, _with five men of war, failed from Louifburg to 
Rifiigouchy, in the bottom of the Bay of Chaleurs, where he found a 
French frigate, two large fiorefhips, and nineteen fail of fmaller veffels; 
all which, together with two batteries and two hundred houfes, he de­
firoyed, and totally ruined the fettlement. 

In 1761, Dominica was taken from the French by Lord Rollo; as was 
Martinico, in 1.762, by General Monckton, who alfo reduced the neutral 
ifiands and the Grenades. ,. ... - ...,._. ..... .... 

His Majefly King George liT. was now upon the Britifh throne,. to 
which he fucceeded on the demife of his grandfather, King George II. 
who died the 25th of OB:ober, I 76o, in the 77th year of his age and 
the 34th of his reign. Charles Ill. was at this time on the throne of 
Spain, to which he fucceeded on the death of his brother-in-law, Ferdi­
nand VI. on the r oth of Augufi, 17 59· The famiiy-compaa: of the 
Houfe of Bourbon was concluded the 15th of Augufl:, I 76 I, as a family 
convention between the crowns of France and Spain, to unite all the 
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branehes of the Houfe of Bourbon in the moft ambitious and dangerous 

defigns againft the commerce and independency of the reft of Europe, 

and particularly of the dominions belonging to his Britannic Majefiy, 

who therefore declared war againft Spain on the 4th of January, 1762._ 

which was anfwered by the King of Spain on the 18th. But the pride 

of Spain was foon humbled by the redutlion of the Havanna by Sir 

·George Pocock and the Earl of Albemarle, on the 13th of Auguft, 1762; 

which glorious acquifition was fucceeded by the reduction of Manilla by 

Admiral Corni!h and General Draper, on the 6th of Odober following. 

SECTION 



IN NORTH Al\1ERICA. 

S E C T I 0 N IV. 

The prelimi tary articles of peace between Great Britain, France, and Spain, 
figned at Fontainbleau.-Declaration if his Britannic Majejly from the· 
throne upon that occqfion. The definitive treaty )igned at Paris the Iotb 
of February, 1763 j the principal articles thereif relative to America, 
and the acqujfitions thereby ceded and co1ifirmed to tbe Britijh govern­
ment.-'The royal p roclamation concerning tbe new governments rf !f!..!!,e,­
bec, Eqft Florida, W ejl Florida, and Grenada; with the territories 
annexed to tbe g(YUernments if Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Geor­
gia. His Majejly's direflions for the new governments, and his reflric­
tions to the governors relative to the Indians. The governors appointed 
to the new eflablifbed colonies. Notice from the Lords for 'Irade and 
Plantations for the grants rf lands in Eafl and Wefl F!orida.-St. 
Augzifline and Pen.facola delivered up by the Spaniards, &c. 

THE preliminary articles of peace between the Kings of Great Bri-
tain, France, and Spain, were figned at Fontainbleau the 3d of 

November, 1762; and, on the 25th, his Britannic Majefiy declared from. 
the throne, " That he had purfued this extenfive war in the mofi vigo­
rous manner, in hopes of obtaining an honourable peace; and that by 
the preliminary articles it would appear, there was not only an immenfe 
territory added to the empire of Great Britain, but a folid foundation was 
laid for the increafe of trade and commerce; and that the utmofr care had 
been taken to remove all occafions of future difputes between his fubjeCls 
and thofe of France and Spain." 

The King laid the preliminaries before both houfes of parliament, 
where they were oppofed by the antiminifierial party formed againfr the 
Earl of Bute; but they were approved of by a· majority. The peace wa5 
founded on tho{e preliminaries, and the definitive treaty was concluded 
at Paris, on the roth of February, I 763, without any material alteration, 
It confifted of twenty-feven articles, the principal of which, relating to 
America, were as follows : 

IV. His mofl: Chrifl:ian Majefiy renounces a11 pretenfions which he has 
heretofore formed, or might form to Nova Scotia, or Acadia, in all its 
parts; and guaranties the whole of it, with all its dependencies, to 
the King of Great Britain. Moreover, his Mofr Chrifiian Majefiy cedes, 
and guaranties to his faid Britannic Majefiy, in full right, Canada, with .. 
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all its dependencies; as well as the ifland ~ Cape Breton, and all t~e 
other iflands and coafls in the gulph and nver of St. Lawrence; and In 
general every thing that depends on the faid countries, land.s, iilands, .and 
coafls with the fovereignty, property, poffeffion, and all nghts acqmred 
by tr~aty or otherwife, which the mofi ~hrifiian. Ki~g, and the crown of 
France have had, till now, over the fatd countnes, 1ilands, lands, places, 
coafis, 'and their inhabitants; fo that the mofi Chrifiian King cedes and 
makes over the whole to the faid King, and to the crown of Great Britain, 
and that in the mofi ample manner and form, without refiritl:ion, and 
without any liberty to depart frmn the faid ceffion and guaranty, under 
any pretence, or to difiurb Great Britain in the poffeffion abo~e mentioned. 
His Britannic Majefl:y, on his fide, agrees to grant the liberty of the 
Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Canada: He will confequently 
give the mofl: effecrual orders, that his new Roman Catholic fubjeCls may 
profefs the wodhip of their religion, according to the rites of the 
Romiili church, as far as the laws of Great Britain permit. 

V. The fubjetl:s of ~ranee !hall have the liberty of fiiliing and drying 
on a part of the coafl:s of the ifiand of Newfoundland, fuch as is fpecified 
in the r 3th article of the treaty of Utrecht; which article is renewed and 
confi_rmed by the prefent freaty, (except what relates to the i and of Cape 
Breton as well as to the other iflands and coafts in the mouth and in the 
g'u1ph of St. Lawrence) and his Britannic Majefty confents to leave to 
the fubjeB:s o~ the mofl: C?:iilian King, the. liberty of filhing in the gulph 
of St. Lawrence, on conditiOn that the fubjects of France do not exercife 
the faid fi!hery, out at the diftance of three leagues from all the coafts 
belonging to Great Britain, as well thofe of the continent, as thofe of 
the iflands fituated in the faid gulph of St. Lawrence. A ~d as to what 
relates to the fifhery on the coafi of the iiland of Cape Breton out of the 
faid gulph, the fubjeCl:s of the mofl: Chrifl:ian King !hall not be permitted 
tq exercife the fai.d fifhery, but at the diftance of fifteen leagues from the 
coa~s of the ifl.and of Cape Breton; and the fifhery on the c afis of Nova 
Scotia o_r Acad1a, and ever.y where elfe out of the fail! gulph, ihall remain 
on the foot of former treaties. 

VI. The King of Great Britain cedes the iflands of St. Pierre and l\1i­
que1on, in full right, to his mofl: Chrifl:ian Majefiy , to ferve as a ihelter 
to the ~rench fi~eri?en; and his faid 1no~ ~hrifl:ian Majefly engages not 
tO fortify the fa1d Iflands, to ereQ: .DO bmlding~ upon then1 but merely 
for the convenien~e of the fiihery, and to keep upon them ~guard of so 
men only for the police. 

VII. In 
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VII. In order to re-efiablifh peace on folid and durable foundations, and 
to remove for ever all fubjett of difpute with r-egard to the limits of the 
Britifh and French territories on the continent of America, it is agreed, 
that for the future, the confines between the dominions of his Britannic· 
Majefiy, and thofe of his moH: Chrifiian, Majefiy in that part of the world, 
iliall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the river 
l\1iffiffippi, from its fource to the river Iberville, and from thence, by a · 
line drawn along the middle of this river, and the Lake Maurepas and 
Pontchartrain, to the fea; and for this purpofe, the mofi Chriftian King. 
cedes, in full right, and guaranties to his Britannic Majefiy, the river 
and port of the Mobile, and every thing which he poifeiTes, or ought to 
poffefs, on the left fide of the river Miffiffippi, except the town of New 
Orleans, and the ifland on which it is fituated, which £hall remain to 
_France; provided that the navigation of the Miffiffippi river £hall be 
equally free, as well to the fubjeas of Great Britain, as to thofe of France, 
in its whole breadth and length, from its .fource to the fea, and exprefsly­
that part which is between the (aid iiland of New Orleans, and the right 
bank of that river, as well as the paifages both in and out of its mouth •. 
It is further fiipulated, that the veffels belonging to the fubjetts of either:· 
nation, £hall not be flopped, vifited,. or fubjetted. to the payment of any· 
duty whatfoever. 

VIII. The King- of Great Britain ffiall refiore to France the iilands-of 
Guadaloupe,. of Marie-Galante, of Defiderade, of Mar.tinico, and of" 
Belleifle. 

IX. The rnofi Chriftian King cedes and g"uaranties .to-- his Britannic 
Majefty, in fpll right, the iflands of Grenada, and of the Grenadines :. 
And the partition of the ifiands, called Neutral, is agreed and fixed, fo 
that thofe of St. VinGent, Dominica, and Tobago, ihaH remain' in fu ll · 
r ight to G reat Britain; and th.at that of St. Lucia fhall be delivered 
to France, to enjoy the fame likewi fe in full right. 

X. His Britannic Majefty {hall refiore to France tlre ifland· of Goree in.· 
the condition it was in when conquered: And his rnofl Chriftian Majefiy­
cedes in full .righ t,. and guaranties to the King of Great Britain the river: 
Senegal, with the for ts and faCtories of St. Lewis, Podor, and Galam ;. 
and with all the rights and dependencies of the faid river- Senegal. 

By the twelfth ar ticle, M inorca was· to be reftored to his Britannic ~ 
·Majefiy; -and by the thirteenth, Dunkirk was to be pu~ .. into the ftate · 
fixed by former treaties •. ; · 

The 
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The fubfequent articles relate chiefly t? the difputes b~tween Great 

Britain and Spain; particularly to the cu:tmg of Logwood 1n the Ba.y of 
H d hl.ch by the feventeenth arttcle, was allowed to the fubjeds on uras, w , . · C h r M · fi of his Britannic Majefiy; and, by the etghteer:th,. hts at _a tc aje y 
defi.fied from all pretenfi.ons to the right of fifhmg In the neighbourhood 
of Newfoundland. By the ~ineteenth, the ~avan~~ ~as refto.red to 
Spain; in confequence of whtch, by the twe~tleth~ · h.1s Ca~hohc Ma­
jefly ceded and guarantied, in full right, to hts Bntann1c Majdly, Flo­
rida, with Fort St. Augufiin, and the bay of Penfac?la, as well as all 
that Spain poifeifed on the continent of North Amenca to the .eafi, or 
to the fouth-eaft of the river Miffiffippi, and in general every thtng that 
depended on the faid countries ~nd lands, wi~h the foverei~nty, pr.operty, 
poffeffion, and a11 rights acqmred by treatH~s or otherwtfe, w~11ch the 
Catholic King and the crown of Spatn had ttll then over the fatd coun­
tries, lands, places, and their inhabitants." So that the Catholic King 
ceded and made over the whole to the faid King, and to the crown of 
Great Britain, and that in the moft ample manner and form. 

Thus Great Britain acquired a totality of empire in North America, 
extending from I-Iudfon's Bay to the mouths of the Miffiffippi. 

His Majefty, in his fpeech to both houfes of parliament, on the 15th 
of November, 176 3, informed them, that " the re-eftablifhrnent of the 
public tranquillity, upon terms of honour and advantage to his kingdoms, 
was the firfi object of his reign: that this falutary meafure had received the 
approbation of his parliament, and had fince been happily completed and 
carried into execution by the definitive treaty." His Majefiy then de­
clared as follows: " Our principal care ought now to be employed to 
improve the valuable acquifitions which we have tnade, and to cultivate 
the arts of p~ace in fuch a manner, as may moft effectually contribute to 
extend the commerce and to augment the happinefs of thefe kino-doms." 
The houfe of lords, in their addrefs, declared, that " they wer~ deeply 
fenfi..ble of ,his Majefiy's paternal care and attention for the improvement 
of hts conquefis and the extenfion of the commerce of his fubjeB:s, in 
which the public welfare was fo materially concerned." The commons, 
in t?eir addrefs, " begged leave to congratulate his Majefiy on the com­
pletiOn of that great and falutary tneafure, the re-efiablifhment of the 
public tranquillity upon terms fo honourable to his crown and fo advan­
tageous to his people." 

The King alfo publ~fhed a proclamation, which was dated the 7th of 
OQ:ober, to the followmg effect: " That whereas he had taken into his 
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royal confideration the extenfive and valuable traCls in America, fecured 
to his crown by the late definitive treaty of peace; and being defirous that 
nll his fubjecrs might avail themfelves of the great benefits and advantages 
which rnuft accrue therefrom to their commerce, manufacrures, and navi­
gation; he had thought fit, with the advice of his privy-council, to i£fue 
this proclamation, thereby to declare to all his fuhjecrs, that he had 
granted letters patent, to erect within the countries and iflands ceded and 
confirmed to him by the faid treaty, four difl:inCl and feparate govern­
ments, fiiled and called by the names of ~ebec, Eafl Florida, W efi 
Florida, and Grenada; limited and bounded as follows: 

" Firfi, the government of ~ebec, bounded on the Labrador coafi by 
the river: St. John, and from thence, by a line drawn from the head of 
that ri' er, through the Lake St. John to the fouth end of the Lake Nipif­
fim; from whence the faid line, croffing the river St. Lawrence and Lake 
Champlain in forty-five degrees of north latitude, paffes along the high 
lands which divide the rivers that empty themfelves into the faid river 
St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the fea; and alfo along the 
north coafi of the Baye des Chaleurs, and the coafi of the gulph of St. 
Lawrence to Cape Roilers; and from thence, croffing the mouth of the 
river St. Lawrence, by the weft en,d of the iiland of Anticofti, terminates 
at the aforefaid river of St. John. 

" Secondly, the government of Eafi Florida, bounded to the wefl:ward 
by the gulph of Mexico and the Apalachicola river; to the northward by a 
line drawn from that part of the faid river where the Catahouchee and 
Flint rivers meet, to the fource of St. Mary's river, and by the courfe of 
the faid river to the Atlantic ocean; and to the eafiward and fouthward, 
by the Atlantic ocean and the gulph of Florida, including all iilands 
within fix leagues of the fea coaft. 

" Thirdly, the government of Weft Florida, bounded to the fouthward 
by the gulph of Mexico, including all iflands within fix league~ of the 
coafi from the river Apalachicola to Lake Pontchartrain; to the wefiward 
by the faid Lake, the Lake Maurepas, and the river Miffiffippi; to the 
northward by a line drawn due eafi'-from that part of the river Miffiffippi 
which lies in thirty-one degrees north latitude, to the river Apalachicol~ 
.or Catahouchee; and to the eafiward by the faid river. 

" Fourthly, the government of Grenada, comprehending the ifland 
of that name, together with the Grenadines, and the iflands of Dominica, 
St_ Vincent, and Tobago. 

' And 

47 



HISTDRY OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 

" And to the end that the open and free fifhery of his fubjeB:s mig:ht 

be extended to, and carried on upon the coaft of Labrador, and the a?Ja­

cent ifiands, his Majcfly thought fit to put al~ that c?flaft fdromftAhe ;•v~ 
S J h ' t Hudfon's Streights, together With the 1 an s o nt1cout 

t. o n s o h r. "d ft d 
;and Madelaine, and all other fmaller iflands upon t e 1a1 coa , un er 

the care and infpeB:ion of his governor of Newfoundland. 

" His Majefiy alfo thought fit to annex .the iflan~s of St. John's an_d 
·Cape Breton, or Ifie Royal, with the leffer 1f1ands adJacen~ thereto, to hts 

.government of Nova Scotia. 

" He alfo annexed to his province of Georgia all the lands lying be­

tween the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary's." 

His Majefty expreffed his paternal care for the fec~.Irity _of the liberties 
and properties of' his fubjeB:s who iliould become tnha~ltants of. thofe 
colonies; for which purpofe governments were to be c~nfhtuted, as 1n the 
other colonies, of governors, councils, and reprefenta~tv~s vf the people, 
with power to make and ordain laws, under fuch refincbons as were ufed 
-in other colonies; as alfo for the governors and councils to conftitute 
courts ofjudicature, .and agree with the inhabitants for the purchafe of 
lands, and the improvement and fettlement of the Colonies. His Majefty 
alfo tefiified his royal fenfe and approbation of the conduct and bravery of 
the officers and foldiers of his armies, and of his defire to reward the 
{ame, by ,granting -them lands in North America; as likewife to fuch re­
duced officers of his navy as had ferved at the reduCtion of Louiiliurg and 
~ebec. After whi-ch, his Majefty declared as follows.; 

" And whereas it is juft and reafonable, and effential to our intereft and 
-the fecurity of our Colonies, that the feveral nations or tribes of Indians, 
with whom we are con netted, and who live under our proteCtion, fhould 
not be molefied or difiurbed in the poifeffion of fuch parts of our domi­
nions and territories a-s, not having been ceded to or purchafed by us, are 
t"eferved to them or any of them, as their hunting-grounds; we do there­
fore, by the .advice of our privy-council, declare it to be our royal will 
·and ·pleafure, that no governor, or commander in chief. in any of our 
colonies of ~ebec, Eaft Florida, or W efl: Florid:t, do ·'prefume, upon 
any pretence whatfoever, to .grant ~arrants _of furvey, or pafs any patents 
~or la~ds beyo!:ld the bounds of the1r refpecbve governments, as defcribed 
In their commlii1ons; as alfo that no governor or commander in chief. in 
any of our other colonies or plantations in America do prefume for' the 
prefeut, and until our further pleafure be known, 'to grant wa:rants of 
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fur\ley, or pafs patents for any lands beyond the heads or fources of any 
of the rivers which fall into the Atlantic ocean; or upon any lands what­
ever, which not having been ceded to or purchafed by us as aforefaid, 
are referved to the faid Indians, or any of them. And we do further 
declare it to be our royal will and pleafure, for the prefent as aforcfaid, to 
referve un~er our · fovereignty, proteCtion, and dominion, for the ufe of 
the faid Indians, all the lands and terr"tories not included within the limits 
of our faid three new governments, or within the limits of the territory 
granted to the Hudfon's Bay company; as alfo the lands and territories 
lying to the wefiward of the fources of the rivers which fall into the fea 
-from the weft and north-weft as aforefaid : And we do hereby firittl y 
forbid, on pain of our difpleafure, all our loving fubjeCls from making 
any purchafes or fettlements whatever, or taking poffeffion of any of the 
lands above referved, without our efpecial leave and licence for that pur­
pofe firfl: obtained. And we do further ftriClly enjoin and require all 
perfons whatev:er, who have either ~ilfully or inadvertently feated them­
'(elves upo~ any lan-ds within the countries above defcribed, or upon any 
other lands, which not having been ce4e·d to or purchafed by us, are fiill 
referved to the faid Indians as aforefaid, forthwith to remove themfelves 
frmn fuch fettlements. And whereas great frauds and abufes have been 
committed -in the purchafing lands of the Indians, to the great prejudice 
ef ·our interefts, and to the great diffatisfattion of the faid Indians ; in 
order, therefore, to prevent fuch irregularities for the future, and to the 

· end that the Indians may be convinced of our jufiice and determ~ned refo­
lution to remove all reafonable caufe of difcontent, we do, with the advice 
of our privy-council, firittly enjoin and require, that no private perfon 
do prefume to make any purchafe from the faid Indians, of any lands 
referved to the faid Indians within thofe parts of our Colonies where we 
have thought proper to allow fettlement; but that if, at any time, any of 
the faid Indians iliould be inclined to difpofe of the faid lands, the fame 
ihall be purchafed only for us, in our name, at fome public meeting or 
aifembly of the faid Indians, to be held for that purpofe by the governor 
or commander in chief of our colony refpettively within which they ihall 
lie: And in cafe they ihall lie within the limits of any proprietary go­
vernment, they ihall be purchafed only for the ufe and in the name of 
fuch proprietaries, conformable to fuch direClions or infiruClions as we 
or they ihall think proper to give for that purpofe."-His Majefiy alfo 
declared and enjoined, that the trade with the faid Indians iliould be free 
and open to all his fubjetts whatever ; provided they took out proper 
licences for the fame. And his Majefiy further enjoined all officers what­
ever, as well military as thofe employed in the management and direCtion 

- of Intlian affairs within the territories referved as aforefaid for the ufe 
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f th r ·1 Indians to feize and apprehend· all perfons whatfoever, who 
o e tal( ' . .r: 'd · d fc d fhould fly from jufiice and take refuge 1n the .1.a1 te~ntory, an to. en 
them under a proper guard to the colony where the cruue was committed, 
in order to take their trial for the fame. 

At the fame time, his Majefty appointed Montagu Wilmot, Ek}; to be 
his captain-general and governor in chief in ar;:td over his Majefty's pro­
vince of Nova Scotia, in the room of Henry Elhs, Efq; who had requefted 
leave to refign that government. !he honourable James Murray, Efq; 
was appointed governor of the provtnc~ of <ll!ebec. James Grant, Efq; 
was appointed governor of Eaft ~londa. George John~one, Efq; was 
appointed governor of Weft Flonda; and. Robert ~e~ville, Ef<:t; was 
appointed governor of Grenada, the Grenad1nes, Domtntco, St. Vtncent, 
and Tobago ; and of all other iflands and territories adjacent thereto, and 
which then were, or had been dependent thereupon. 

The Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations having received in­
formation that many perfons were defirous of grants of land in his. 
Majefty's provinces of Eaft Florida and Weft Florida, in order to the 
cultivation of the fame for the raifing of filk, cotton, wine, oil, indigo, 
cochineal, and other commodities to which thofe lands were adapted; 
their lordfuips, therefore, to avoid any delay in the making fuch fettle­
ments, did, by his Majefty's command, give public notice on the 21ft of 
November, 1763, " That his Majefty had been pleafed to direct, that 
the lands in his faid provinces of Eaft Florida and \V eft Florida ihould be 
furveyed and laid out into townlhips, not exceeding twenty thoufand acres 
each, for the convenience and accommodation of fettlers; and thefe town­
ihips, or any proportions thereof, would be granted, upon the fame mode­
rate ~onditions of quit-rent aad cultiv~t~on as were required in other 
colorues, to fuch perfons as {hould be willmg to enter into reafonable en­
gagements to fettle the lands within a limited time, and at their own 
~xpe~ce, wit~ a proper r:umhe: o~ ufeful and indufirious protefiant 
1nhab1tants, either from h1s .MaJefty s. ~ther colonies, or from foreign 
parts; and all perfons who m1ght be w1lhng to obtain fuch grants were 
defired t? fend their proJ?ofals in writing to John Pownall, Efq; fe~etary 
to the fa1d Lords Comm1_ffioners for Trade and Plantations,."' 
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The Hiftory of N E W EN GLAND. 

CHAP. I. 

Its divifton, extent, climate, and foil. The Jidl difcovery o/ it. Patent 
granted to the London company and Plymouth company by King James I. 
in 16o6. His patent, in 1620, to a new company, called the Council of 
Plymouth; their limits and privileges. Account of the country and of 
the Indians; their religion and language; particularly the Ahenaquies of 
New England; as a!fo of the lroquois, Cherokees, Creeks, and others; 
their war-cry, and cZflloms. Account of the .firjl Englijh fettlers, and 
the prefent colon:ifh; the toleratio.n of religion, and privilege& granted 
them. Remarks on -the natural hijlory of New England. Lord Baton's 
fy.flem rif e.Jlabl!Jhing colonies in North America, with hit charaEler; as 
likewife the fentiments of Mr. Locke, Mr. Wood, and others, relat-ive to 
the Colonies. 

N EW ENGLAND is that part of the continent of America which 
lies between the 41 o and 45o of north latitude, and between 67o 
and 73o of weft longitude: but under this denomination are com­

prehended the provinces of the Maffachufets Bay, and New Hamp£hire; 
with the colonies of Connecticut and _Rhode Ulandt It is b~nded by 
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Canada on the north-weft, by New York on the weft, by Nova Scotia 
on the north-eaft, and by the Atlantic ocean on the eafi: and. fouth. Its 
length, from the river Kennebec to ~he fo~th-eaft bo~ndanes of New 
York is about three hundred and thirty mlles; and Its breadth, from 
Cape' Cod to the north-eafi bou~daries of New ! ~rk, is aoout one hun­
dred and ninety miles; though 1n other places 1t IS ~ot fo broad. The 
coafi bears wefi-fouth-wefi and eaft-north-eaft; runntng about one hun­
dred and fixty leagues in length, without reckoning the angles. 

The fea coafi is generally low; but the inland country rifes into hills, 
and is rocky and mountainous to the north-eaft. The cli1nate is not fo 
mild and regular as thofe parts of Italy and France that lie in the fame 
parallel; nor is it fo temperate as in Great Britain. The north and north­
weft winds blow over. an extenfive traB: of-1'\lld,. and are therefore :very 
cold; for which reafon the winters are keener and of longer continuance 
in New England than they ufually are in Old England ; but then the 
weather is not fo variable as in the mother-country, and the ihort fummer 
they enjoy is much hotter . . The climate, hawever, is healthful in New 
England, where it is common to have a dear and dry fky for fix week• 
or two months together. • . . ~ ,_ l. 

When. the Engliih firft lan~ed ?n the coaft, the country appeared like 
one contu~ued woo_dj but, upon .a clofer ltirvey, t?ey found every three 
or .f~ur m~l~s a frmt~ul ':al!ey, _ .wlt~ a cl,ear freih nvulet or brook gliding 
through it, . and thefe again were fuFrou.nded with hills' covered with trees, 
which afforded an agreeable profpett. . } • 

The foil is generally fertile, hut more fo in fome places than in others 
and particularly about the Maffachufets Bay 1t is as · flat and black as i~ 

·any part of Great Brit~in, confequently as rich. · 
. ~ 

Ne:v England ~as not properly d.iicovered un,tii tlie year 1 6o2, when 
Captain · Gofnoll failed there from Dartmouth in Old England in a fmall 
veff'el, with thirty-two failors and fome ·paffengers. He wa; one of the 

· adventure~s in a former voyage to Virginia, was an excellent mariner, 
and conceived that there tnufi be a ihorter courfe to that part of America 
tp~n h~~ bee? atte~p~ed before; therefore he fteered a tnore direCl: courfe, 
and fell tn With this coaft. He wa.s em bayed in 42 o 1 o', where he ea bt 
abundance of cod-~fh, a~d called It Cape Cod: thence failing fouthward, 
he gave <l!.!een Elizabeth s name to one iiland, and to the next ifland 
where ~e !ound gre~t 9uantities of wild grapes, he gave the name of 
Martha -s VIneyard·; wh1ch names are ftill retained. 

Captain 
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Captain Gofnoll made a very fuccefsful voyage, and at his return to 
England gave a good charaB:er of this new country, which induced feveral 
gentlemen to obtain a royal grant from King James I. who incorporated 
two companies in one patent, bearing date the 10th of April, 16o6. The 
firft were allowed to fettle themfelves at any place on the coaft of Virginia 
between the 34° and 41° of north latitude; the other between 38° and. 
45°; with liberty to extend themfelves one hundred miles along the 
coafts, and one hundred miles within land, but not to· plant within one 
hundred miles of each other. 

In this patent were included New England, New York, New Jerfey, 
and Pennfylvania, as they are now divided into feveral provinces; but 
the whole country was then called Virginia, and was no otherwife diftin­
guiilied for fome time after, than by the names of north and fouth Vir­
ginia: the fuuthern diftria was called the London company, who imme­
diately began their fettlement ; and the northern diftria belonged to the 
€Ompany of Plymouth, or weft country adventurers. 

Sir John Popham·, lord chief juftice of England, Sir Ferdinando Gorge, 
and feveral other gentlemen and merchants of Briftol, Exeter, and Ply­
mouth, proprietors of the patent for North Virginia, fitted out a :!hip 
the fame year, with thirty men, under the command of Henry Challons, 
to make a difcovery of that country; but this :!hip was taken by a Spanifu 
fleet in the Weft Indies, and the crew were carried prifoners into Spain. 
This misfortune damped the fpirit of the firfi adventurers; but. Lord 
chief-jufiice Popham foon after fent out another iliip, at his own charge, 
comman.ded by Captain Hanham, one of the patentees, who brought back 
fuch an encouraging account of the country, that the proprietors ·who fell 
off before refolved now to adventure again. Accordingly, in I 6o8, they 

· fitted out two .£hips with one hundred men, ordnance, fiores, and a11 necef­
faries for a plantation, under the command of Captain George Pophan1 
and Captain ,Raleigh Gilbert, who failed from Plymouth the 3 dl: of May, 
and arrived at the iiland of Monahigan, in 44 ° of north latitude, on the 
I I th of Auguft. They began a fettlement at Sagadahock, about ten 
leagues fouthward, between Cafco Bay and the mouth of the river Kene­
bec. They built a fort, which they called St. George; but on the death 
of Captain Popham and the return of Captain Gilbert to England, they 
all abandoned the place, and re-embarked for Plymouth, "whereby," fays 
Captain Smith, " this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and 
the country efteemed as a cold, barren, rocky, mountainous defert." 

This unfuccefsful attempt to forrn a fettlement upon that part of the 
continent of North America whi'h was formerly called Norumbega, Pena­

quida, 
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uida, a~d other names given to it by thofe who failed along the coail, 
ireatly difpirited the patentees; but . Henry, Earl of So~thampton, 
and fame gentlemen of the Hie of W1ght, employed Ca~tatn Edward 
Harlow to difcover an ifland fuppofed about Cape Cod, w!uch h~ found 
to be on the continent, and returned from thence to England with five 
favages he had taken and detained as prifoners. . Sir Francis Pop ham alfo 
fent Captain Williams feveral times to Monah1gan on account of the 
fiihery; but all farther thoug~ts of. a fettlement fubfid~d until th~ year 
1 614, when Captain John Smtth failed from London with two flups on 
a farther difcovery of the whale-fi!hery, mines, and furs. 

This gentleman had been prefident of the colony in South Virginia, in 
16o8, and was a judicious feaman; on which account he was fent out at 
the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roydon, Captain George Langam, Mr. 
John Buley, and Mr. William Skelton. Captain Smith arrived at Mona­
higan, from whence he failed to the continent, where lie carefully fur­
veyed the coafi, and gave denominations to many of the headlands, bays, 
and rivers, which are ftill upon record, though now obfolete, and other 
na·mes impofed. Ranging the coafl: in a fmall boat with eight men, while 
the others were employed in the fifhery, he got for trifles neac eleven. 
thoufand beaver fkins, one hundred martins, and as many otters, withia 
the dillance of twenty leagues. With thefe furs, the train-oil, and cod­
filh, he returned for England, having made his voyage out and home ia. 
about fix months, and acquired about I soo l. for his principals in the ­
commodities he brought to them. 

Captain Smith called the country New England, \Vruch name it fiill re• 
tains: He prefented his map of it to Prince Charles, who confirmed that 
denom.ination, and gave ~ew names to the moft remarkable places in the 
followmg manner, according to the fchedule exhibited by Captain SmithJ 

" The old names. 
1. Cape Cod. 
!. The harbour at Cape Cod. 
3· Chawum. • 
4. Accomack. 
$· Sagoquas. 
6r Maffachufets Mount. 
7. Maffachufets River. 
8. Totan. 
9· Cape Tragabigfanda. 

1 o. A great bay by Cape Anne. 
1 I . N aembeck:. 

" The new names. 
r. Cape James. 
z. Milford Haven.. 
3· Berwick. 
4· Plymouth. 
S· Oxford. 
6. Cheviot Hills. 
7. Charles River. 
8. Falmouth. 
9· Cape Anne. 

1 o. Brifl:ol. 
I I. Barnftable. 

t~. Aggawom. 
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The old names. 
12. Aggawom. 
I 3· Paifataquack. 
I4· Accominticus. 
15. Saifanows Mount. 
I 6. Sowocatuck. 
I 7. Bahanna. 
18. A good harbour within that Bay. 
I 9. Ancocifco. 
QO. Ancocifco's Mount. 
Q I. Anmoughcawgen. 
22. Kenebec. 
Q 3. Sagadahock. 
Q4· Pemmayquid. 
~5· Segocket. 
26. Mecadacut. 
27· Pennobfcot. 
28. Nuiket. 

The new names. 
I 2. Southampton. 
13. Hull. 
14. Bofton. 
I 5· Snowdon Hill. 
16. Ipfwich. 
l 7· Dartmouth. 
18. Sandwich. 
1 9· The Bafs. 
20. Shooter's Hill. 
21. Cambridge. 
22. Edinburgh. 
23. Leith. 
24. St. John's town. 
25. Norwich. 
~6. Dunbarton. 
2 7. Aberdeen. 
2 8. Low Mounds." 

Smith's H1es retained their name; and the Captain gave new names 
to fome other iflands : thofe of Monahigan he called Bertie's Ifles ; thofe 
of Matinac he called \Villoughby's Ifles; and thofe of Metinacus he called 
Haughton's I11es. 

When Captain Smith returned in his own fhip from New England, he 
left the other veifel there under the command of Thomas Hunt, who 
enticed twenty-four of the natives on board, and fold them to the Spa­
niards. The owners turned him out of their employ for his villany; but 
the puni!hment was inadequate to the crime, which the Indians highly 
refented, and refolved to be reveng-ed on thofe who came next upon the 
coaft. They accordingly prevented Captain Hobfon in his attempt to 
fonn- a fettlement, and obliged Captain Dormer to return without accom­
pliiliing his defign. 

The firft inducements of the Engiiih adventurers to take out patents for· 
lands in America, and to fuffer fo much in fettling, were the hopes of 
nnding rich mines, and a north-weft paffage to the Eaft lndies; but when 
thefe projeB:ors were difappointed, the old patents were negleB:ed or anni­
hilated. The northern company of 1606 infenfibly diffolved; and the 
frmthern comp51-ny foon had the fame fate; while feveral voluntary corn-. 
panies of adventurers, without grants or patep.ts, continued to carry on 
~n advantageous tra,de in North America. 

7 Captain 
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Captain Smith publifhed his ~ap of Ne~ Engl~nd in ~he year 1616, 
with an account of his obfervatwns and d1fcovenes, whtch encouraged 
the merchants to make an attempt for another fettlement. A new com­
pany of adYenturers was formed , and called the Council of Plymouth; 
becaufe the adventurerg were chiefly merchants and members of that 
corporation. Their number was forty; but among them were f?me 
noblemen and gentlemen, particularly the duke of ~enox, the marqudf~s 
of Buckingham and Hamilton, the earls of Warwick and Arundel, Str 
Francis Gorge, and fome others; to whom King James I: gra?ted ~etters 
patent dated the s-d of November, in the I 8th year of h1s retgn, Incor­
porating them by the fiyle of '' The Council efiablifhed at Ply1nouth in 
the county of Devon for the planting, ruling, ordering, and governing 
of New England in America., His Majefiy thereby "gave and granted 
unto them, their fucceiTors and affigns, all that part of An1erica lying 
and being in breadth from 40v north latitude from the equinoB:ialline, 
to 48° inclu:fively, and in length of and within all the breadth aforefaid, 
throughout all the main land from fea to fea, &c. to be holden of his 
majefiy, his heirs .and fucceiTors, as of his manor of Eafi Greenwich in 
the county of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not in capite, nor 
by knight's fervice; yielding and paying therefor to his majefiy, his 
heirs and fucceiTors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and fil ver which 
fhou-ld, from time to time, and at all times then after, happen to be found, 
within any of the faid limits, in refpeB: of all manner of duties, demands, 
and fervices whatfoever to his majefiy, his heirs and fucceifors." 

As a body corporate they were to have a common feal, make laws 
for the regulation of the province, and difpofe of any parts thereof; 
·but they coul? not delegate the jurifdiB:ion without an additional royal 
charter. Thetr patent was defignedly extended much to north and 
fouth, that it might include and perpetuate the Engliih claim to the 
New Netherlands, then in poiTeffion of the Dutch fouthward, and after­
wards called New York ; as alfo to Acadia, fince called Nova Scotia, 
th~n poiTeiTed by the French to the north. 

. The adventurers, at this time, ~a~ acqu.ired a confiderable knowledge 
·O~ the nature of the country, and Its Inhabitants. Captain Smith refided 
ninete.en years in Virginia and New England, and wrote a hifiory of thof~ 
p~rts In ~624; wher~ he enumerated the names of many tribes of In· 
dians which are now Irrecoverably loft; and that were of different fia­
t~re, but none of them had any beards. In that part of his work in­
titled " The General Hiftory of New England,'' he fays, '' it is bet~ixt 
the degrees of forty-one and forty-five, the very 1nean between the north 
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-po1e ·and the line ; but what he fpeaks of firetches only from Penobfcot 
to Cape Cod ; fome feventy-five leagues by a right-line difiant from each 
other; within which bounds he had founded about five and twenty ex­
cellent good harbours, in many whereof there was anchorage for five 
hundred fail of {hips of any burden; in fame of them for Qne thoufand; 
and more than two hundred ifles over-grown witi1 good timber of divers 
forts of wood. ., 

In his defcription of the country, he fays, " the Maffachufets was the 
paradife of all thofe parts; for here were many iilands planted with corn, 
groves, mulberries, favage-gardens, and good harbours : the coaft was ge­
nerally high clayey fandy clifts, and !hewed all along as he paffed large 
fields of corn, and great numbers of well proportioned people : that 
oak was the chief wood, of which there was great difference, in regard 
of the foil where it grew; as alfo fir, pine, walnut, chefnut, birch, afh, 
elm, cyprefs, cedar, mulberry, plumtree, hazel, faxefras, and many other 
forts.'' 

The fame ·remarkable traveller obferves upon the whole, that " the 
main ib.ple to be extracted from New England, for the prefent, was fi!h, 
which might feem a mean commodity; yet thofe who would truly take 
the pains, and confider the fequel, would allow it well worth the la­
bour." 

To thefe, and many other particulars, he adds the following words: 
" And of all the four parts of the world I have yet feen not inhabited, 
could I have but means to tranfport a colony, I would rather live here 
than any where ; and if it did not maintain itfelf, were we but once 
indifferently well fitted, let us ftarve. 

This was the mofl: authentic account -that could be obtained of New 
England at that time; in confequence of which feveral !hips were fent 
there by the merchants of London, Briftol, and Plymouth ; but chiefly 
upon the fiihing trade. They promifed captain Smith, in the year 16r;, 
to fend twenty :fhips to New England under his command ; and the 
wefiern commiffioners contracted with him to be admiral of that coun­
try during his life; however, that worthy adventurer was difappointed 
in all bis fchemes for the improvement of the colony, which he had moft 
affectionately at heart. • 

Edward Winflow, Efq; foon after gave a farther account of this 
country, of the religion of the Indians, and the nature of their govern- · 

VoL. L, I ment., 
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ment. It appears, from a comparifon of the di~erent acc~unts, ~hat 
New England was inhabited by more than twenty different I.nd1an nations 
before the country wa-s colontzed; though feveral of therr names are 
not mentioned by modern ~riters. ~ach Sachem,. or Sagamore, who ~as 
lord of a fmall territory, clatmed a nght of fovere1gnty there. The pnn­
cipal tribes were the Maffachufets, Neumkea~s, Narraganfets, Pocaffets, 
Pequots, Maifafoiets or Wompanoags, Mo~atiggons, Patuxets, Maquas, 
Manimoys, Niantics, NovaGi a~-~ .Marchtcans; but the Maffac~ufets 
were more populous and better ClVIhzed than any other of thefe natwns ; 
which was principally owing to their dwelling upon the coafis, and 
trading with the Europeans. They inhabited thofe parts which now 
make the counties of Suffolk and Middlefex. The plague and fmall-pox: 
greatly diminifhed their numbers a little before the Englifh took poffef .. 
fion of their country; but they have the honour to give the prefent 
name to the chief colony of New England. 

The life of hunters and fi£hermen is faid to be averfe to human fo­
ciety, except among the members of fingle families. The accounts 
which have been tranfmitted of the natives, at the fidl: arrival of the 
Europeans, reprefent thetn to have been as near to a fiate of nature as 
any people upon the globe, and defiitute of moft of thofe improvements 
which are the ornaments of civil fociety. · 

The men commended ~hemfelves for keeping thei~ wives employed~ 
and condemned the Engh!h hufbands according to their phrafe, for fpoil­
ing_ good working creatures. Eve~y nation or tribe had one acknow­
ledged head. o~ c~ief, to whom t~ey gave the titl~ of Sachem or Saga­
n1ore; but It 1s d1ffi·cult to determine what was their po·wer and authority. 
They feem to have. fupported no tnilita.ry authority, as every man fought 
apd retreated at h1s ~leafure; for whic~ reafon, they never could op­
pofe a body of Enghih troops, and their wars were precarious between 
themfel ves. Their arms were ~ows and arrows : . their bow-firings were 
1nade of moofe finews; and their arrows were pointed "' ith a fmall flat 
fione, o~ a t~iangular form, tl!e bafis of which they fafiened with a lea­
ther? finng. Into a cleft :nade In the end of a young flick of elder-wood. 
Their capta1ns only earned a fpear. But after the arrival of the Englifh 
they m~de the heads _of t~eir arrows of brafs, and faftened them to ~ 
f~all fhck of fi~ or etght Inches long, formed to fix into the end of the 
p1thy elder, w~uch they bound round to firengthen it . 

. They were remarka~le for finn we11 cmnpael:ed bodies, firong and ac­
tive, capable of endunng the greateft hardihips and fatigues, tegardlefs 
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of colcl, whil.fl: travelling in the feverity of winter. They were at a 
lofs to know what could induce the firft Colonifts to leave England and 
come to America; but the tnoft probable conjeB:ure they could make was, 
that the Engliih wanted fuel at home, and came over for the fake of 
the wood. Their clothing was of the fkins of wild beafis; but after 
the Engliih ca1ne, they began to ufe woollen clothes, and in a few years 
entirely laid afide ikins ; though one of their old garments of ikins 
·would purchafe a new one of woollen, and a good quantity of firong li­
quors befide. The men threw a light mantle or covering over them ; 
they alfo wore a fmall flap, called Indian breeches; yet they were not 
over felicitous in covering their bodies. The women were more mo­
deft, and wore a coat of cloth or ikins, wrapt like a blanket about their 
loins, and reaching down to their hams, which they never put off in 
company. Some of the men had breeches, ftockings, and :fhoes, all 
made of the .fame materials, in one piece. In winter, when the fnow · 
would bear, they put on fnow-fhoes, which were made like a large 
tennis-racket, and laced them to their feet with the guts of deers. They 
greafed their bodies and hair very often, and painted themfelves all over; 
their faces and fuoulders with a deep red, and their bodies with a variety 
of misfhapen figures; but he was efteemed the bravefi man, who had the 
moft frightful forms drawn upon him, and looked mofi terrible. They 
had no hats, but commonly wore about their heads a fnake-ikin, a belt 
of their money, or a kind of ruff made with deer's-hair, and dyed of a 
fcarlet colour, which they efteemed very rich. The ornaments of their 
women, befide painting their bodies, were a fort of ear-rings of copper 
vr beads, bracelets about their arms, and chains about their legs. 

Their chief divedion.s confified in dancing-matches, a fort of feftivals, 
at which all people were freely entertained, 

Their food in winter, was birds and beafis of all forts, ihell-filh, 
and fiih from the ponds. In fummer, they had fea-fifh, berries of all 
forts, green-corn, beans and fquailies. They boiled their vitl:uals in 
earthen-pots: their fpits were flicks fafl:ened in the ground, cleft at top, 
where they fixed their meat, and placed themfelves round a fire until 
they had fufficiently toafl:ed it. The earth was their table ; and they 
had no fait, bread, trenchers, or knives. They had no regular meals, 
eat when they were hungry as long as the viCtuals lafied ; and being itn­
provident, nor caring for to-morrow, they and their families would 
fometimes keep a faft of two or three days together. Tobacco was in 
general ufe, which refrefhed their fpirits ; and water was their only 
drink. Their hou!hold furniture was very fmall : a fkin or mat was 
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their bed; a few earthen and wooden. veffels anfwered all the purpofes of 
family. but they never ufed a cha1r or fiool, and always fate on the 

~round. ' As they had no metals of any kind, wh.at few tools they had 
were of fione; and their arts and manufaCl:ures .lay ~n a very narrow com­
pafs. Their hatchet and chizzel are kept. as cunofities; the former fame­
what in :£hape like an iron hatchet, onlr 1nfiead of an eye for t.he h.andle, 
it had a neck, where they fafiened a Wlthe. They dreffed their fkinS by 
fcra:ging and rubbing, and fometimes ftained or colo~red them with o?d 
forts of embroideries. They had a fort of cordage or hnes, from the wild 
Indian hemp, with which they made nets thirty or forty fee~ in length, 
for taking fiurgeon. They had two forts of canoes ; one of p1?e or ch~f­
nut-trees, which they burned hollow, and then fcraped the Infide With 
clam-:£hells"and oyfier-lhells, and hewed the outfide with fione hatchets; 
thefe were generally two feet wide and twenty feet long: but the other 
fort were made of the bark or rind of the birch-tree, with knees or ribs; 
and though eafily broken upon the rocks or lhore, yet were tight and fe­
cure againfl: the waves: fome of thefe were very neat, and the mofi inge•· 
nious of any part of their manufaCtures. 

Thofe who fpeak mofi favourably, give an indifferent idea of the qua:-­
lity of their minds; but perhaps the Indians about the Maffa..:hufet3 Bay 
were fome of the meanefi among the American nations. They fliewed 
·courtefy to the Engli:£h at their firft arrival, were hofpitable, and made 
fuch as would eat their food welcome to it: they readily infiruCled the new 
colonifts in the method of planting and cultivating Indian corn, which 
when boiled ferved for bread. Their manner was to come into the Eng­
lifh houfes, without knocking, and to fit down without ceremony: but 
there was no trading with them upon credit i for thofe who trufted them. 
loft both debt and cuftomer. 

We hear nothing of tliat formality and· order in their councils nor of 
t~oie allegories a?d figures in thei; fpeeches and ~arangues, which the 
Frenc~ obferve? among t?e Iroqums· and other nations at the beginning 
of therr acquamtance Wlth them. In their public difcourfes however 
upo~ any general matter of. imp?rtance, they feldom ufed an~ fhort col~ 
loqmums, ~ut each fJ?oke hrs mtnd at large without interruption, while 
great attentiOn was gtven, and wh~n he had finilhed, another anfwered • 

. The pri~ciple o~ p~rfuafion that all things ought to be in cmnmon 
mrg ht occafwn h?fpttahty, where the like was expected in return, without 
any regard of v~rtue or bene~cence: Some appearances were £hewn af 
cornpaffion, gratitude, and fnendflup; as alfo of grief at the death or 
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cifl:refs of their children or near relations ; for fome degree of thefe focial 
afFections is infeparable from human nature: however, they had many 
vices; were falfe, malicious and revengeful. The leaft injury excited in 
them a deadly hatred, which never could be allayed. They were infinitely 

_ cruel to their enemies, cutting and mangling their bodies, broiling them 
alive upon hot embers, and inflicting the moft exquifite torments they 
could invent; but they were not known to feed upon the fleih of their 
enemies after the Engliih came among them. 

The men were fo Ilothful a:s never to employ themfelves about any 
other bufinefs than what was abfolutely neceifary for their fupport, and 
fuch as the women were not able to execute. Their hunting and fifhing 
being all they did for their maintenance, ferved alfo as diverfions. Deer, 
moofe, and bears were their principal objeCts; but wolves, wild cats, 
racoons, otters, mufquaihes, and even beavers, were not much regarded·, 
until the Engliih encouraged the purfuit of them from the value they fet 
upon their ikins or furs. Beiide their bows, they had other devices to 
take their garhe ; fometimes by double hedges a mile or two in length, 
and a mile wide at one end, made gradually narrow until they came to a 
gap of fix feet, againft which they lay concealed to ihoot the deer as they 
.came through in the day-time; and at night they fet deer-traps, being 
fprings made of young trees. They had their traps alfo for beaver-s 
.and otters. Their ordinary fi£hing was with hooks and lines; the former 
were made of bones, the latter of wifd hemp. Douglas, indeed, fays, 
they had no threads of flax, hemp, or any other herbs; but the earliefl: 
-accounts of the Maifachufet. Indians aifert the contrary; and Champlain 
fays, it was part of the employment of the Indian women of Canada to 
twifi the wild hemp and make it into nets for fifhing. In the fpring, they 
c_atched lobfiers,. clams, bafs, cod, rock, blue-fifh, and falmon. They 
took lobfters in large bags at low water, with a fiaff about feven feet in­
length, made fmall and fharpened at one end, with notches to take hold. 
Eafs, blue-fifh, and fiurgeon, they :!truck with a wooden dart, iharpened 
with a fifh-bone, tied at the end_ with a firing, by which they dragged 
the fifh to ihore •. 

They had alfo a way of taking fiurgeon, by lighting-a torch made of · 
birch-bark, which, waving to and fro by the fide of their canoe, would 
delight the fiurgeon, and caufe them to come tumbling and playing; 
throwing up their white bellies, into which the Indians firuck their-fpears 
()f darts, becaufe the fiurgeons backs were impenetrable. , 

Their grand fiihings were at the feveral falls of the rivers, at moft of ­
w~ich a company of Indians had their chief refiden~e; aud ' at fixed fea­

fonQ 
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r h r 1 d'acent cantons affembled by turns, both for recreation 1ons t e 1evera a J • • 11 h. 
and to make provifion for the year. Dunng. thdefehm.eetin~s1 ha t 1nga 

· mon. and thofe who had enterta1ne t e1r ue1g 1 ours ex. were In corn , 
petl:ed the like kindnefs in return. 

As to religion, they had fome notions of a future fiate! a ki?d of Ma­
lwmetan paradife, where they were to folace t~emfelves 111 fr~1tful ~rn­
fields and fine flowery meads, with pleafant nvers to ?athe 1n; cur~us 
wigwams provided for them without any labour .of their own ; huntmg, 
fowling, and fiiliing, without any wearinefs or pains to molefi: them:. but 
at the door was a fnarling animal, or kind of Cerberus, who demed a 
peaceful entrance to all unworthy of. it. ~his c~ufed thetn. to bury the 
bows and arrows of the deceafed w1th the1r bodies, to affnght or repel 
Cerberus, and a good ftore of wompumpeag to purchafe fome pecul_iar fa­
vours or privileges. Their enemies, and others unworthy the JOYS of 
Elyfium, they configned to an eternal habitation and place of torment. 

When fon1e of the Engliili have talked with them of the refurretl:ion 
of the body, all the anfwer they could get from them was, that it was 
impoffible, and they never ihould believe it. In ihort, the genius of the 
people led them to wodhip any thing that was above them in power, and 
able to do thetn any inj~ry. 

The mofl zealous of all the Indians in their religious fuperilitions were 
the Narraganfets, who had large houfes in the nature of temples, which 
were frequented only by their powaws or priefis, except at their public 
folemnities, when multitudes of people reforted there, and offered the 
beft of their treafures in facrifice; as ikins, hatchets, kettles, and the like; 
which were all thrown by the powaws or priefls into the midfl of a great 
fire,. and burnt to aihes. Thofe who offered moflliberally toward thefe 
facnfices, were efteeme? the wifefi and mofl devout perfons ; and it was fo 
reputable to be bountiful on fuch occafions, that the Indians about Ply­
mouth town told the Engliih, they wiilied their governors would appoint 
the like facrifices among them. 

~hefe powaws had a great a~cendancy over the people, and many idle 
fiones hav~ been rela~ed of the 1nten:ourfe they had with the devil. Their 
cra~t was 1n dan~er from th.e preachers of the gofpel, who condemned 
their cheats and juggles as d1abolical: thus the powaws were great oppo­
fers of the gofpel, and threatened the new converts with death and de· 
fir.uct~on. Som~ o.f them were jugglers, who 1night eafily raife the ad· 
mtratwn of the1r tgnorant countrymen, without arriving to any great 
degree of perfection. 
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There was one perquifite of the clergy which the powaws of New 
England had no concern in, and that was their marriages. The Indians 
kept feveral concubines, whom they chofe according to fancy, and turned 
away at pleafure; but they had one wife who governed the family. 
When a woman left her fingle life, :£he cut off her hair, and wore a kind 
of veil upon her head, until her hair was grown again. The time of 
war was a feafon of general releafe to all women that were uncomfortably 
married; for if the wife difliked her huiband, :!he took that opportunity 
to run away to the enemy, where :!he was fure to be made welcome; be­
caufe the Indians never thought they had women enough, and fought to 
gain fuch prize-s oftener than for territorial acquifitions. 

It is not different climates that g-ives the various complexions to the 
natives: America lies from 65° of north latitude to 55° of fouth; which 
comprehe1J.Js all the climates of Europe, Afia, and Africa; but the com­
plexion of the Americans is permanently every where the fame, only 
with the metalline lufire more or lefs. The complexion of the Indians 
adjacent to New England, and in all North America, is of a fplendid 
reddiih brown, or a pale copper colour; not of an olive or tawney, as 
are the Aborigines of Barbary, and fome of their progeny in the fouth 
parts of France, Spain, and Portugal: but, as moft infects avoid oils, the 
Indians greafe themfelves as a defence againfl: mu:fketoes and other trouble­
fame flies. They have thin lips, flattiih faces, languid countenances, 
fmall black eyes, and their ftature differing as in Europe: in the higheft 
north and fouth latitudes, they are taller and more robufl: than between 
the tropics ; their hair is black, in fome places lank, and in others fl:iff. 

Their pofl:ure in fitting was not crofs-legged, as among the Afiatics ;. 
accumbent, as formerly with the Greeks and Romans, lying upon their 
left fide, and leaning upon their elbow; nor cowring, as the African 
Negroes; nor fitting, as in Europe; but with their thighs and legs ex­
tended horizontally in a ftrait line. 

The higher the latitudes, the Indians were fewer in number and more 
fl:raggling, nature not affording neceifary fubfifl:ence for many, and only 
in fmall bodies or herds. Their trade or c01nmerce was trifling, as they 
had little produce and no manufaCture. The difficulty of fubfifl:ing re­
quired almofl: their whole ~ime to provide for themfelves: their hunting 
was their necelfary fubfifl:ence, not their diverfion ; but when they had 
good luck: in hunting, they eat and flept until all was confumed, and then 
renewed their game. Generally they were very fi mple and ignorant; 
though fome of their old men, by experience in ~ffairs, obtained a confi­
derable degree of fagaeity ~ 

They 
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'The did not cultivate the earth by planting o: gr~zing, except an in-· 
r.d y bl t'ty of Indian corn and beans, which were planted by 

·~on.n era e quanholm they called Squaas, who alfo reaped, houfed, and 
their women, w 
threihed all their corn. 

The Indians had their hunting, fowling, and fiihing-grounds, of which 
they were very jealous, as their properties. Th.ey had no honefiy or 
faith ; but generally had fuch great fortitude of ~rund, that they fuffered 
any torture, and even the moft painful death, Without the leafi appear­
ance of fear or concern. In revenge they w~re fo barbarous and Impla­
cable, that, as has been already hinted, they ~ever: forgave or forgot 
injuries. If one man killed another, the nearefi 1n k1ndred to the mur­
dered watched an opportunity to kill the murderer, and the death of one 
m an fometimes occafioned the defiruction of many; therefore when a 
~an was guilty of murder, he generally left the tribe, and nt into a 
voluntary kind of banifhment. They were a fullen, clofe people, whofe 
wars ought to be called maffacres, or barbarous inhuman outrages, rather 
than neceffary aCts of hofiility. 

The northern tribes were fmall and difiinCl:; becaufe a large parcel of 
land lying wafie in winter countries many months in the year, not fertile 
{)Y cleared of woods, could not fubfifi a numerous body of people: but 
thefe fmall tribes, though much difperfed, were allied by contiguity, lan­
guage, and intermarriages. Thus it was with the Abnaquies, who bor­
dered upon New England; the Iroquois, or Mohawks, who bordered 
upon New York, Pennfylvania, and Virginia; and the Cherokees, who 
bordered upon Carolina. Thefe may b.e called three difiinCl: great nations; 
and notwithfranding the rudenefs of their manners, the Europeans could 
not have effected their fettlements, if fome difaffected Indians had not 
joined the Europeans, to be revenged of fome neighbouring tribes. Thus 
when the fettlers of New Plymouth firft landed, Maffafoit was glad of the 
countenance of their fmall-arms againfi the Narraganfets. 

In other parts of the earth, all focieties or cohabitants have fome kind 
{)f government,. with an abfolute compelling power invefied fomewhere; 
but thefe Amencan Indians had no fettled government, efiablifhed laws, 
{)r. coml?ulfive power over each other. They were only cemented by 
fnend£h1p and Intercourfe, which was a kind of tacit federate union be­
tween the ~ev~r~l tribes who corn pofed the general body of a nation ; fo 
that every Ind~vidu.al ma? feen1ed _to be independent as to government, 
and wa_s only In ~nendfl11.P and. neighbourly relation with others of the 
f~me tnbe. Notwlthfianding this, we fometimes find heads of tribes men­
t wned as if in fucceffion, nay, even female fucceffions: thus, in the New 
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England Pocanoket, or King Philip's war, in 167 5, there is mentioned the 
fquaa-fachem of Pocaffet, and a fquaa-fachem among the Narraganfets . 

What fame writers have told us of the monarchical government of thefe 
Indians, their minifters of fiate, nobility, and others, is not to be re­
garded, any more than what has been fa id of their adminiftration of juftice. 
It is however fu rprizing, that in fo many ages that muft have ru n out 
fince their firft inhabiting the country, no active fpirit iliould rife up 
among them to encourage arts and induftry. They lived in a country 
full of iron and copper mines, yet were never owners of fo much as a 
knife until the Engliili came there, and their name for an Engliihman 
was a Knife-man; nor were they acquainted with the ufe of fait until the 
"f.nghili brought it among them. Their country was flocked with the 
befi timber for fhipping in the world, yet they never made any improve­
ment of it beyond their canoes, wrought out of the trunks of trees made 
hollow by fire, or formed of the bark of the birch-tree, firengthened with 
little ribs of wood fomewhat like hoops, and pitched with a mixture of 
turpentine and ro!in. They were capable of carrying a man, his wife, 
children, and baggage; but inftead of fails and oars, they ufed only 
paddles and fetting-poles; for they never faw a !hip or fail before the 
Europeans arrived there. Even fuch was the fupinity of thefe unculti­
vated favages, that when they had burned up all the wood adjacent to 
the place which they inhabited, rather than be at the pains to fetch it in 
from a little farther diftance, they plucked up their wigwams and followed 
the wood~ 

Their houfes, or wigwams, were mean and little buildings, made of 
young and tender trees bent_ down like an arbour, covered on the top 
with the bark of trees, and on the fi des with thick mats made of rufhes. 
·The doors were low; their chimnies wide; and their beds fo many mats 
'fpread about the fire-place. Their ordinary food was plain and fimple; but 
they delighted in the flefh of the moofe, deer, bears, and racoons, which 
they either boiled or roafl:ed, and eat i t little more than half dre:lfed. 
Their fiih was always over-boiled ; and they devoured great quanti ties of 
the broth of fi{h as well as of fle:fh. T hey valued themfelves that they 
left nothing at their feafis, though otherwife they could be contented with 
an abfiemious diet; for when fiilii ng and hunting failed, they could live 
entirely upon nokohic, that is a fpoonful of parched meal with as much 
water, 011 the firength of which they would travel aH the day. 

Their health was firm, notwithfl:anding they ufed no caution to ·preferve 
it; but, on the contrary , took too violent exercife in their hunting and 
warlike expeditions. They were unacquain ted with many difeafes that 
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affii6l: the Europeans; fuch as th~ palfy, drop.fy, gput, phthific, afthm.a, 
1 d fione. but the pleunfy often proved fatal to them. grave, aQ , . 

'Their {kill in pbyfic, indeed, was very indifferent; and their medical 
pratl:ice refembled that of officious ?l~. women in fome reJ?.ote cou~ry 
villages of Europe, being mere emptncifm, or rathe~ a trad1t10nary h!md 
praCtice. T4ey regarded only the fymptoJnS that ftn~e the .fenfes, ~vlth­
out refpe6l to any lefs obvious principal fympto~, wh1ch mtght be calle.d 
the difeafe; or to conftitution, fex, and age. 1 he powowers were theu 
principal phyficians, who praetifed cupping, .but never u~ed the European 
way of venefeetion; and in~ead of veficatones ar:d ca?fhcs, the? Lurned 
with touch wood. Their chief remedy was f weat1ng In huts warmed by 
heated ftones, and thereupon immediate immerfion in cold water; which 
feems to be a rational praCtice, firft by relaxing, to give a free pa!fage to 
the obfirueled circulatory juices, and after a free paifage was fuppofed to be 
obtained, by cold imm~rfion to brace up again: but in eruptive and inflam~ 
matory epjdemical fevers, particularly the fmall-pox, ~hich was intro­
duced there by the Europeans, this practice depopulated them. Their 
medicines were only fimple herbs, whofe virtues were accidentally difco­
vered; and their fimple~ were traditionally tranfmitted frmn one genera­
tion to apother; for they ufed no exotic plants or minerals, medicinal 
compofitiqns, or chemical preparations. 

Af, to their languag~, tpeir manner of expreffion was vehement and 
emphatic; but as their ideas were not great, their langu~ o-e was not 
copious,. confi~ing of a few words, and many of them il ! con~rived. By 
il rumbhng nmfe or found of many fyllables, they expr !fed an idea or 
thing, which, in the European languages, is done by a fy llable or two; 
fo that as their ide~s .w~re enlarg~d, they were obliged to ad p't the Euro­
pean words of adJOim?g colontes. I~ numbering, they ufed the fame 
vatural way o_f rec~onmg by tens as In Europe; but fcarce any Indians 
cou1q tell th.eir own ag~; ~o_r had t~ey any chroni les or traditional ac­
counts of thmgs extend1ng back farther than two or three o-eneratioos. 
Their de~lings and mutual correfpondence were tnuch confi~1ed, which 
made thetr feverallanguages of fmalL extent· but a man ,vho i~ maller 
of any one Indian language may foon be abl; to converfe with them a11, 
beG~ufe there is a great affinity between many of their Virords · as for 
example, nup.paw, dl~ppaw, ruppaw, fignifies the fun; attick, ahtooque, 
a. deer; wenmt, wernt, good ; pum, pum me, pi m, oil or fat, in feveral 
dial.etl:s. Mr. Neale alfo thin~(S it impoffible to commit 111. ny of the 
lnd1an words to memory; for 1nfiance, he fays " nummatchekodtanta­
moon-ganunnonaili" fignifies in Eng1ifh " our lufls ;" thus noowoman'­
tammoon-kanunonafu" is ' .' our loves;" . anti " ~ununogkod nattoottum• 
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moocriteaon-ganunnonaili" implies " our queftion." r~·rofn hence the 
barbarity of this language is very e,;ident. 

The Indians had no charaB:el"s to ferve as hierogliphics or letters; but 
they had a few fymbols or fignatures, fuch as the bear, wolf, and tortoife, 
to difiingui{h their tribes in a heraldry way. They had aJfo a figurative 

·or fymbolical manner of expreffing themfelves; thus, the renewing of 
alliances they called brightening of the chain; but as they had no letters, 
there was no fixed method of writing their words. Mr. Elliot, indeed, 
\iYho \Vas the firil: Engliib minifl:er that attempted the converfion of the 
favages to the Chrifiian religion, made hitnfelf acquainted with the lan­
guage of the Indians bordering on New England in 1646, and reduced it 
to a method, which he publifhed under the title of " The Indian Gram-. 
mar." No particular orthography, hbwever, could be acquired; all the 
Englifh could do with the Indian founds, was to exprefs them as near as 
tnight be in their own letters; and Father Ralle ofWoridgewog, with fome 
other fcholafiic French miffionaries, imagined that the Greek alphabet 
fuited their pronunciation befi~ 

There was not the farrie reafon for preferving the lhdian names of their 
countries, nations, tribes, mountains, and rivers, as there was for ob­
ferving the Greek, Roman, and other more modern names of fuch things 
· Europe; · becaufe the Indians had no civil or cla:ffical hiftory to require 
.it, and they changed their own perfonal names, as well as the names of 
other things, upon trivial occafions. 

The aboriginal nations, or general divifians~ · which at preieht lie upon 
-or near the eafiern ihore of North America, are the Indians of Weft 
Greenland, commonly called Davis's Streight, Efkimau·x, Algonquins, 
Tahfagrcmdie, Owtawaes, Miamis, and Chikefaws ~ the Mikamakis, Ab­
nilquies, Iroquois, Chawans, Old Tufcararoes, Cuttumbaes, Cherokees, 
and Creeks. The Abnaquies are properly the New England Indian na .... 
·ti9n, :and reached eafl: -and weft from the Bay of Fundi to Hudfon's or 
New York River and Lake Cnamplain or Corlaer; riorth and fouth fr01n 
the River St. Lawrence to the Atlantic Ocean. They are in many tribes, 
but ·have diminiilied much and become lefs formidable fince their inter­
courfe with the Engliih ·and French, which has introduced fuch additional 
difl:em.pers among them, that fome of the -tribes are extinB: or extinguifri­
ing, and others much reduced. 

Upon the lower parts of the feveral tivers, which run into the At­
lantic ocean in the Britifh fettlen:tents, are feveral fmalrdiftinCl: tribes or 
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1 t d r · 'l'es wh'1ch are not reckoned as belonging to the interior prin-re a e 1arn1 I , · · · f h · r · 1 t' . but they have fuffered a great dtmtnutwn rom t e Iniec-ctpa na wns , . . . . h 1 h I b f · f E ropean diftempers and v1ces pernicious to ea t • t can e o 
tiOn o u . · fi 11 r ·1· .r.. 

.r. to follow a detail of thefe penfinng ma 1affi1 1es, or tranntory no we h . . h r. h ft tribes ; but here it may be obferved, that t ere IS In t e 10ut -w~ cor .. 
ner of the province of Maffachufetts Bar,, about t~enty-five mlles eaft 
from Hudfon's or York River, a fmall tnbe of Indians, named Houfa .. 
tonics, upon a river of that name, calle~ Weftanhoek ?Y the Dutch : they 
are lately intermixed with the Engli!h In the townfhtps o~ Sheffiel? and 
Stockbridge, from whence they are t;ow ca~led the ~tockbndge Indtan~; 
and three of their chiefs called captain Daniel, captain John, and captam 
Solomon, with two of their fquaas, cam~ to England in 1766 .. Such was 
the difference between them, that captain Solomon appeared like an ab­
folute favage, captain John looked like a plain Engliih farmer, and cap• 
tain Dani~l like a real man of failiion. 

In the northern parts, .the Indians generally appear in finall :lkuJk-. 
ing parties, with yelling, . fuoutings, and antic pofiures, infiead of trum­
pets and drums. Their Indian wood-cry is jo-hau; and their war-cry 
may be exprelfed '"' W oach, woach, ha, ha, hach, woach." The Indians 
are not wanderers like the Tartar.s, but are ramblers ; and in time of war, 
according to the feafons, they may be annoyed at their head-quarters, 
and ambufcaded or way-laid at their carrying or land travelling places. 
Their retreats, or firong places, are the fwamps, or copfes in a morafs, 
froll?- which? without regard to th.e faith of .treaties, they fuddenly break 
o~t Into funous outrages and rapt~ devafiatwns; but foon make a preci­
pitate retreat, becaufe the country IS not cleared or cultivated, and they 
have no ftores for fubfifiance. 

Their head warriors .have always been men remarkable for firength 
and bravery ; and _fomeumes th7y c_hofe a temporary chief of all the tribes. 
The fcout~ or India? hunters, In time of war, ufed to carry packs, which 
at firfi fett~ng out mt~ht ?e about feventy po~nds weight, containing thirty 
days prov1~on of bifcult~ or parched Indtan corn, and fait-pork, with 
fuga~ and ginger to quahfy and animate their drink, which was water. 
~hetr method of lodging, pitching, or encamping at night, was in di· 
vdlons of ten or twelve men to a fire; and they lay upon brufh wrap-
ped up in a blanket, with their feet to the fire. ' 

Upon .good enquiry it wll be found. that the wars of the Indians againft 
the Enghfh were not fo fr~quent, tedwus, or defolating, as is commonly 
reprefented i except the 1ncurfions of the Delav1ares, Shawanefe, and 
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Cllerokees,- during the war which commenced in 1756. In New Eng-"" 
land the only Indian wars, properly fo called, were the Pequod war in · 
1637; which continued three months; and King Philip's war in 1675 . 
and ·r676, of about fourteen months continuance; and the war of I7Q2 
to I 725, when the Indians begged and obtained a peace at Cafco, where 
it was granted by Lieutenant-governor Dummer, and figned by the Nor­
r idgewog, Penobfcot,. St .. John.'s, and Cape Sable Indians, who thereby 
h ad referved to them all their lands not then conveyed, with the privileg~ _: 
of hunting~ fowling, and fi!hing, as. formerly! 

Upon the whole, thefe· barbarous Indians were a lively image of hul. -
man nature, without the improvements of art and induftry; for though , 
they had inhabited the country many ages, they were fl:ill uncultivated '· 
when the· Europeans arrived there. Nature had given them a tolerable 
complexion, but they fpoiled it by daubing themfelves with oils and 
juices,· which made them tawny.· A bow and an arrow headed with the 
bone of. .-fi!h,- were aH their weapons ' j the fkin-.o-f ·a · beaft was their 
clothing, and the fle£h of it, their food~ Their principal diverfion con- · 
fitted in extravagant dancings, hoopings, and howlings. Their women · 
were ftrong and mafculine, and fupported the pains of child-bearing with ' 
wonderful patience. They were fwift of foot, and capable "Of enduring · 
g_reat hardfhip and fatigue. All their ambition was· to be valiant, which -·l 
chiefly gave a man rep~tation among .. them,_ and this is_ -fiilLtheir ··cha -,_ 
raeter . . 

The fiift fettlers of the Britiili Colonie-s were formed from various forts -·. 
of people; as. the laudably , ambitious adventurers ; the malcontents, 
and the unfortunate, or the neceffitou& from home : but the prefent pro- -· 
portion of thefe ingredients iri the feveral ·plantations is very different, ._ 
and greatly . dep~nds upon Jthe . condition of the original colonifis, fome ·· 
uf which were Whigs, others were Torie·s ; here they were Church of · 
England · ~en, there Congregationalifts or Independents ; many were 
~akers, ahd fome were Papifis·, Jhe. moft unfit peopl_e to incorpqrate : 
with the. Britifh . conftitution . . 

In a1l the roy~l patents and charte'rs. of thefe Co1onies, one prin-cipal 
condition required of the patentees, feems to be the converfion of. the 
Indians ; and the· crown, on the other part, conditioned for the encou­
rageKJen t of fettlers , a free profeffion, or liberty of confcience ; whereby 
an univerfal toleration. was allowed in ell the .Colonies, where. Aliens-
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b d D izens · but the efiabli£hed religion is that of the Church 1 tnay e ma c en · . n· r. of England, and the Bifhop of London IS always IOCC1an. 

Colonies have an -incidental good effeCt; they. drain from the mother.: . country the difaffeeted and the turbulent; and In the fame mann~r old <;olonies are purged by new colonies ; thus Rhode Hland and Pr~vtdence . Plantations drained the Antinmnians, ~akers, and other .fell:anes from 
_ Maifachufets Bay. 

There are rtow four particular forts of people in the Briti~ Colonies. 
1 The mafiers · that is planters and merchants. 2. Wh1te fervants. 3: Indian fervan'ts. 4· Slaves for life, mofily negroes. The white fer­vants are of two forts: the one, poor people from _Great Britain and . Ireland who are bound, or fold as fome exprefs it, for a certain number -of yea;s, to reimburfe the tranfportation charges, with fome .ad~itional profit : the others are criminals _judicially tranfported, ~nd therr tu~e o~ exile and fervitude fold by certarn undertakers and their agents. Thefe are however but few in number, the gaol difiemper defiroying many of thetn on ihipboard, and of thofe who arrive, the wodl: foon return· -ing to their old praB:ice, fall into the hands of jufiice, and are executed ,with little ceremony. 

Great ·Britain does not fwarm with a numerous people, like France.; therefore cannot fettle colonies fo fail, without allowing of a general na­.turalization. The Britifh Colonies have received many emigrant Pala­tines and Saltzbur:ghers from Germany : but foreigners imported, £hould ·not be allowed to fettle in large feparate difrriB:s ; becaufe they may con· tintie for fame generations a kind of different people in language, modes . of rel~gion, .national cufioms, and particular .manners. 

The Bfltirh Colonies nave many valuable priv-ileges : ·r. Enael:ing -their own laws, with condition of their not being repugnant to the laws ,of Great Britain, yet n1ay vary frmn them. 2. Raifing their own taxes. 3· N~ aCt of the Britifl1 parliament made fince the firfi fettling of the ·Colon1e.s can extend to them, unlefs exprefsly intended in the Britifh aCt · ?f parh~~ent, and even that is difputed, fome contending that no Bri­;hfh act IS Ill force there, un}efs exprefsly adopted by fome aCt of their ·'O:Vn. f· No private purcha~e frmn the Indians is efieemed of any vaU­,dity, ·Without the confirmatiOn of the Governor and Council in fome "colonies, and without the approbation of the legiflature in others. ~.here are lan_ds in fome of the Plantations, where it is not poffible to 1liew any lndtan conveyance, becaufe they 'vere dereliCts. The po!fef· 
fors 
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fors who V\'ere prior to patents, have no other title to their lands but 
1on

0
: poifeffioq, which is a kind of prefcription : thus the old fettlers of 

New Hampfhire hold thei r lands, it being fuppofed that Mr. Mafon had 
negleB:ed or relinquiihed his grants. Formerly, if governors were court 
f avourites, they had plurality of governments : thus Sir Edmund Anclros, 
in the reign of James II. was governor of all New England, New York, 
and the Jerfeys; Lord Bellamont was governor of New York, M aifa­
chufetts Bay, and New Hampfhire: but it is not fo at prefent, except in 
the two difiina governments of Pennfylvania, which are therefore under 
one governor. And in the feveral Colonies their general revenue is by a 
tax of fome pence in the pound, upon the principal of real eflate, per-- -
fonal efi:ate, or faculty; with a poll-tax, imports, and excife. -

\Vith ·regard to the natural hi{lory of New England, it has been ob---­
ferved by mariners, that in their paffages between Europe and America, . 
winds are ~lmofr three quarters of the year wefrerly; which is the rea­
fon that the paffages from North America to Europe are much ihorter 
than from Europe to North America, efpecially as there is an attending ~ 
wefierly 'fwe~l or ·heaving of the fea,. 

The fituation of lands occafions con:fiderable differences in the temper 
of the air: thus, in North America, the dry freezing winds are from 
north to weft ; in Europe, they ·are from north to eafi ; proceeding 
from that great continent '\vhich receives and retains the northern effetts 
of cold, that is the fnow and ice, lying to the wefrward of America, 
and to the eailward of Europe; for the current of air, gliding along, 
becomes more impregnated with. th~ cold. The weather in Canada is 
generally colder in winter, proportionate to its latitude, than in New 
England, and more fettled ; becaufe it is furrounded with land of fome 
extent; therefore has the land 'infl-uence from all corners of the winds 
of the fame natyre: whereas, in New England, to the eaH:wa rd is ~a­
ter or fea,. of a very different- infl ucn.ce from the fpecific g ravity of the 
earth in receiving or retaining cold or heat. By the foftne fs of the v.a-­
pour from the water, the fea-fhore is warmer than the inland, the fea 
warm.er than the :fhore, and the ocean or deeper water vvarmer than the 
fea. 

Of timber-trees, efpecially wbite-oaks for fhip-bui lding, the beft grow · 
in New England, a-nd the neighbouring more fouthern Colonies : further 
north, they are dwarfi ili, and of a rough grain. The qu:tli ty of lands 
in New England is known by the natural pro(luce. 

Hunting? 
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"Hunting, and other fports of t~e field, are littl~ ufed in Americ~, where 
tthe clearing and cultivating of w1ldernef~ lands 1s a very ~abonous and 
.. tedi~us affair: but goofeberries, rafpbernes, and ftrawbernes are fpon-
:taneous in all the Britifh fettlements. • 

The feafons in New England, as t~ temperature of weat~er, may. be 
reckoned winter from the winter foHbce to the vernal equinox, fpnng 
from that equinox to the fummer folftice, fummer from t~at folftic~ to 

!the autumnal equinox, and autumn from thence to the Winter folftice: 
but the feafons from year to year are better determined by feme birds 

·and fifh of paifage, than by the bloifoming .of trees, and flowering ?f 
fome~inferior vegetables. Thus [wallows arn:re from ~he fouth.ward In 
·the fecond week of April: mackarel and hernngs fet In the mtddle of 
May: wild geefe fly to the fouthward in the middle of ?eptember, and 
return the beginning of March. The New England winters generally 
fet in about the .end of OCtober or beginning of November, and are 
over about the middle of March. The extreme frofts are from Chrifimas 
to the middle of February; and the very hot weather is in the firft weeks 
.of July. The great rains are in Augufi:, about two months after the 
fummer folfiice; and the great fnows in February, two months after the 
winter folftice. Early winters are generally fevere and long ; and early 
fprings accelerate the buds and bloffoms of trees, . which lofe their leaves 
.about the middle of OCtober. 

A mild winter ·produc-es .a wet iummer; and a frofty winter ·occa .. 
· fions a dry fummer. Frofts cover and retain the fnow a long time in the 

.fpring, which is therefore late. Rains and fogs are n1ore common on 
the fhore, and in foundings, than in deep water at fea. The north-eaft 
ftorms are of the greateft continuance; and the fouth-ea-fi are the moft 
·violent. It is reckoned a good paifage from New England to London in 
;four w.eeks, and from London to .New England in fix weeks. 

T~e difcovery and fu?fequent. poifeffion 0f American lands, gave the 
_En~hfh an exclufiv~ nght agamft all other people, except the native 
:~nd1ans, who fee m 111. the north -eaft parts of America to be the leafi: 
't~proved of human k1nd: but grants of Jands from the crown to par• 
·ticular perfons, or to cor~panies and corporations, notwithftanding other 
· purchafe~s from t~e lndtans, fixed the te~ures of the lands, by fome 
fmall · quit-re~t, In. the cr~wn.; though It does not appear how the 
.crown could ~Ive a nght wh1ch 1t had not firfl: obtained by fair purchafe 
from the natlve owners. 
' 

Lord 

• 
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Lord Chance1lor Bacon, in r6o6, prefented to King James I. " cer­
tain confider:1tions touching the plantation in Ireland ; " wherein his lord­
fhip ob~ rv d, that '' al hough it be a great fortune for a king to deli ­
ver or recove · his kingdom from long continued calamities; yet, in the 
judgment of thofe that have difiingui{hed the degrees of fovereign ho­
nou , to be a founder of fiates excelled all the refl.." This illufirious 
writer, in his " EiL1.ys or Counfels civil and moral," which he dedicated 
to the Duke of Buckingham, has one particulary intitled, " Of Planta­
tions," wherein he fays, "They are among ancien t, primitive, and heroical 
V\orks." vVhen the wodd was young, his lordili ip obferved, it begat 
more children; but now it is rnd, it begets fe wer: for we may jufil y ac-. 
count new plantatioras to be the children of form er kingdoms. " He 
liked a plantation in a pure foil ; that is, where people are not difplanted, . 
to plant in other.s ; for elfe it is rather an extirpation than a plantation. 
Planting of countries, is like planting of woods ; you muft make ac­
count to .lofe almofl: twenty years profit, and expect the reco:npence at 
lafi : for the principal thing that occauoned the defl:ru[tion of mofi plan­
tations had been the bafe and hafiy drawing of profit in the firfl: years. 
I~ is true, fpeedy profit is not to be negleB:ed, as far as may fl:and with 
the good of the plantation, but no farther. It is a fhameful and unbleffed 
thing, to take the fclim of people, and wicked condemned men, to be 
the people with whom you plant : and not only fo, but it fpoils the 
plantation ; for they will ever live like rogues, and not fall to work, 
but be lazy, do mifchief, fpend victuals, be quickly weary, and then cer­
tify over to their country to the difcredit of the plantation, &c." 

Lor.d Bacon-,s rules in general were the mofl: rational, upon which the 
Britifh Colonies ought to have been formed and efiabliilied: but many devi­
ations were made, occafioned by the variety of adventurers and their dif­
ferent views, tpe particular interefis of fome proprietaries, and the procrafl:i­
nated inattention of the crown. If any part icular man was capable of 
being the legiflator of fuch a country, it was certainly Lord Veru1am, 
who, notwithftanding fome imbecillities of human nature, is univer fally 
.allowed to have been the greatefl: lawyer, as well as the greatefi philo­
fo.pher, of his age, if not {)f the world. 

Another eminent m::t.n alfo exerted his great abilities in conflruB:ing 
fome parts of the American legiilature; but his attempts were unfuccefs­
ful. . It was Mr. Locke, who fays, that '' V\/hen God gave the world in 
<:ommon, when he gave the earth to the ,ufe of the indufl:rious and ra­
tional, it ca11not be fuppofed it fhould remain common and unculti­
vated." Upon which Mr. Wood farther obferves, " So neither can it be 

VoL. I. L . fuppofed 
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fuppofed, that the crown, when it gave leav:e for grants of land to be­
made to any of its fubjeB:s, in any of its Colon~e~ or Plantations, 
either expected or intended that fuclt grants, in whole or in part, fuould 

. l . d " remain uncu t1vate . 

It has been farther remarked, That " as it is the bufinefs of the­
planters and inhabitants of our Colonies and Plantations, to provide­
againfl: in Yafions and infurreB:ions, and to regard the fecurity and prefer­
vation of their fortunes in them ; it mufi likewife be the concern and 
care of all entrufied with the adminifiration of affairs of Great Britain, 
that the perfons fent to reprefent the crown, be men' of abilities, experi­
ence, courage, temper, and virtue: they ought to be endowed with 
fuch a general knowledge, as may compreLend tl:e nature of the foil 
where they are; what improvements it is capable of, and what trades­
will be moft advantageous to it: they :fhould be able to look into the 
genius of the people they are to govern : they :fhould be men of difci-· 
pline, fobriety, and j.ufiice; for they who are not fo in their own per­
fons, can expeCt: no order, nor compel others to obey the Jaws : a peo­
ple to whom riches and plenty furni{h matter for vice and luxury, fhould 
be governed by a firiCl and {kilful hand ; which may reform their man­
ners, and at the fame time hoth promote and direCt: their indufl:ry* ."· 

Mt. Otis Little, a gentleman well acquainted with the Northern Co­
lonies, fays, that " their trade and produce have not hitherto been pro­
perly encour3ged, although their utility 1nay be eafily comprehended.'" 
Great Britain, indeed, has enjoyed the benefit of a moft extenfive com­
merce fince the difcovery of America, which, if properly attended to, 
will contribute more to its future interefi than any other· branches of 
tfade, by enlarging a demand for all its manufaCtures, and increafing 
the means of its naval force: and notwithfl:anding a jealoufy has been 
frequently excited againfi the Colonies on account of their growth, it will 
appear that the commerce and naval power of Greilt Britain n1ufto-reatly 
depend op their future protection and encouragement. 

0 

"* " The State of Trade in the Northern Coloni.es confidered, with an account of the 
produce, and a particular defcription of Nova Scotia_." 

CHAP. 
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C I-I A P. II. 

The Province, or Colony, of Mafh'lchufets Bay. 

SECTION L 

Tbe Englijh Brownijl-s from Holland form the firjl colony in New Engla11d., 
andfettle at Ne .. w Plymouth in 1620. Their firjl grant in 16Q4; and 
their patent in r63o: w .ith other grants from the company to Jeveral 
perfons; and Jome unji.tccefsful attempts from New Plymouth to fettle in 
the Majfachzifets Bay. The rife of the Majfachufet£ Bay colony: the old 
charter in 1627; and royal patent in 1628; rz.vith the powers and pri­
~vileges thereby granted to the governor and conzpan_y of Majfachufets 
Bay: the colon_y Jeal: the firft governor, deputy-(~overnor, and ajfiflants . 
.A large embarkation from England to the colony: their firjl Jettlement at 
Salem in 1629; and the firfl tjlabljfhment of their church government. 

- The grand embarkation, with the removal if the charter and govern­
ment from Old England to Ne·w in 1630. T!Je new magijlrates ap­
ptinted to go rrver; and their charaflers: their arrival in New Eng­
land; and the hardjhips they Juffered. Boflon and other towns built: 
the tjlablijhment a?Zd proceedings qf the civil government. The colonijls 
.alarmed by the Indians, and a!fo by the French in I 632. An order of 
the privy-council in England to encourage the colonijls. Mr. Cotton or­
dained minijler of Bojlon. An alteration in the civil government in I 6 34· 
:Sir Henry Vane appointed governor in 16 35· The beginning of the Jettle­
ments of Conne[itcut, E£Zjl Hampjhire, and Nlain; as a!Jo cf Rhodt 
.!flan d. 

THE Council of Plymouth parcelled out their grant into feveral fettle-
ments, and particularly to the people at firfi called Brownifl:s, from 

Robert Brown, a. young enthufiafl:ical clergyman, in 1580, and afterward 
Independents. This fetl removed from England to Holland, anrl went 
from thence in about ten years to America, that they might wor!hip God 
without molefiation in their own particular way. They obtained an in­
ftrument from King James I. for the free exercife of their religion in any 
part of America; after which, they entered into articles of agreement 

75 

with the Plymouth company, to fettle on the bjlnks of Hudfon's River, 16 20• 

now in the government of New York. They failed from Plymouth on 
the 6th of Se_ptember, I6Qo, in one :£hip, on board of which were one 

L 2 hundred 
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hundred and one perfons, who fell in with Cape Cod upon the 9th or 
November, which was too late in the feafon for proceeding to Hudfon's. 
R'iver. Although without the limits of their agreement, they were 
obliged to fit' down in that barren foil, and forrrred t~emfelves into a volun­
tary aifociation, or colony; vvhereby they. entered 1nto a ~ol~~n contract~ 
to fubmit to fuch laws as Ihould be approved of by the maJonty. 

-
This obligation was figned by forty-one perfons, who, with their fa-

milies, were all that failed from. Plymouth, to encounter the hazards of a 
new fettlement in fo remote a part of the world, where they had the 
wiHtcr befo.te them, and no accommojation for their entertainment. Fr01n 
the lel'lg th of the voyage, other fatigues, and extreme cold weather, 
about fifty of their number died the firfl year of putrid fevers and other 
fcorbutic diforders; but the Ind i~: ns were alfo greatly reduced about that 
time by forne epidemic difl:e.mpers and inteftine wars.. 

Thus the firfi fettlements in New England were chiefly upon a reli­
gious account, as reclufe families who were devout Puritans, and not fer­
vants to the adventurers. They called the place of their fettlement by 
the name of New Plymouth, and they chofe Mr. Carver governor for 
one year; but he died in April followingT and was fucceeded by Mr. 
Bradford. All was in common at fidt, and they divided themfelves into 
nineteen families or meiles. Some recru-its arrived yearly from England; 
hut they had no gfant of their lands from the Council of Plymouth until 
the year 1624, when the whole fettlement was c0mpofed of cne hundred 
and eighty perfons, in thi-rty-two meffes The town confified of thirty­
two dwelling-houfes, and was paled in about half a mile in compafs: in· 
the midfl: of the inclofure, upon a rifing ground, was the fort, upon the 
top of which was a watch-tower, from whence the centi 1el might fee 
fe\'eral leagues ont at fea.. They had made a fait-work, and freighted a 
!hip of one hundred and eighty tons with fifh cured of their own fait:. 
bu t the adventurers in England, \-v-ho were about feventy in number, were 
:flill difpirited, as they had expended about feven thoufan.d .pounds upon 
the fettlemen t. 

The colonifls \-vere generally Brownifts, or of the more rigid feparatifts 
of the Church of England, and continued to increafe until the year 1630, 
when they obtained a patent, vvhich fettled the boundaries of the colony 
in th e followi ng vvords: ' The council for New England, in confideration 
' that \Villi am Bradford and his affociates have, for thefe nine years, lived 
' in New England, and have there planted a tovvn called New Plymouth, 
' at their own charges; and now feeing, by the fpecial providence of God 

' and 
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' and their extraordinary care and indnfiry, they have incrcafed thci"r· 
' plan tations to near th ree h und red people, and are on all occafions abl~· 
' to relieve any new planters, or others of his lVIajefiy 's fubj eus , who 
' may fa ll on that coail; therefore feal a patent to the fa id vVilliam Brad-·· 
' ford, h is h eirs , affociates, and afiigns , of " all that part of New Eng­
" land between Coh affet R ivul.e t to ;vards the north, and Narraganfet 
" River towards the f.:outh ; the \tVefiern Ocean towards the eaH: ; and' 
" between a fira ight line direCtly extending up into the m ain land toward& 
" the w efl, fr om the mouth of N arraganfet River, to the utmoft bound s. 
" of a country in to New England , called Pa~anokit, alia s Sawam-fet, 
u weit~vvard, and another-like fir aig ht line ex tending direct ly f rom the· 
" mou th of Cohaife t Ri ver toward the weft, fo far into the m ai n land 
" wefl:ward , as the utmofi limits of the faid Pacanokit or Sawam!e t ex ­
" tend; as alfo all that part of New England bet ween the ut rnofl: 1imitii 
" of Caperfecont, or Comafcecont, w h ich adjoins to the River Kennebec 
~' and the falls of N eg umke, wi th the fa id ri ver itfel f, and the fpace of 
''- fifteen miles-on each fide between the bounds aforefaid ; w ith . all p re­
" rogatives, rights, royalties, jurifdic:tions, privileges, f ranchifes, liber-· 
" ties, and immunities; and alfo marine liberties, with the efcheats and 
" cafualties th ereof, (the Admiralty jurifdiB:ion excepted) w ith a ll the 
" interefi, right, and authority, which the fa id council h ave thereto ; w itlr 
" the liberty to trade with the natives, and fiih on . th e fe as adjoining,. 
" And it iliall be lawful for them to incorporate themfelves, or the people 
' " there inhabiting, by fa me fit nam·e· or ti tle, vvith liberty to . them anLl! 
" their fucce:ffors, to m ake o rders , ordinances, and confi itu tions, not 
~' contrary to the laws of England , for their b::tter government , and pu t 
" the fame in. execution, by fuch office rs a5 he or they iliall au thorize 
" and depute; and for their fafe ty and defence, to encou nter by fo rce 
" of arms-, by all mean&, by land anct fea, fei ze and m ake prize of all: 
" who attempt to inhabit or trade w ith the favages within the limits of 
" their plantations, or attempt invafion, detriment, or. anno¥ance to 1 
" them."' 

The Council of Plymouth were empowered· to convey property ; but 
could not delegate jurifdic:tion ; therefore their grant was to l'vlr. Brad~ 
ford, who afterward affigned it to the freemen in general, and that . 
affi g nment was confirmed by the company. 

This was the mother--colony of New England, which, like otner 
grants, was ingulphed in the province of Mat'Iachufets Bay. It would_ 
be tedious to enumerate them all; but it is nece£fary to remark the princi-, 
paJ, which w.ere,. h Mr .. Wefron, one of th~lymouth adventurers~ he· 

obta1ne&. 
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obtained a feparate grant of foi?e land; and, in 16~ 2, fent over about 
i1xty men to make a fettlement 1n the Maifachufets B~y, at a plac~ called 
vV efagafquaiet, now Weymouth.; but they tnanaged 11l, be~am? 1dle and 
diflolute, foon broke up, and thctr money was loft. 2: Capta1n Gorge, fon 
to Sir Ferdinanuo Gorge, brought over fome fettlers tn r6 z3 ; but he was 
foon difcouraged and returned home. 3· Mr. David Thompfon, about 
the f.-:une time, attempted a fettletnent at Pifcataqua, the memory of which 

is loft. 

In r 6Q4, the lands frmn Pifcataqua River to within three miles of 
Merrimac River were granted to Mr. Mafon, whofe heirs afterward fold 
it to Mr. Allen of London: it extended fixty miles inland,- and was pro­
perly the province of New HaJ?pfhire i but the grant and col!veyance 
feem to be obiolete. 

The fame year, fome adventurers began a frria11 fettlement at Cape 
Anne, the northern promontory of Maifachufets Bay, and are now be­
come the mofi: confiderable fettlernent in North America. 

Captain W oolafton and fome others, in I 6z6, began a fettlement at 
Braintree, which they entirely broke up in lefs than two years, when 
fome of the fettlers went to New Plymouth and others to Virginia. 

There were feveral other grants and purchafes for frnall confiderations, 
which are either become obfolete, or incorporated with the four confii· 
tuted colonies of New England; befide, in 1630, the Earl of Warwick 
had a grant of a traCt of land along fhore from Narraganfet River, forty 
leagues weft foutherly, and back inland to the South Seas. That noble· 
man affigned his grant to Lord Vifcount Say and Seale, Lord Brooke, and 
nine other aifociates, who found many difficulties in fettling, and affigned 
their right to the fettlers of New Haven and ConneClicut, who were emi­
grants from Maifachufets Bay, and had no title originally, but fate down 
~t pleafure, and at prefent enjoy a royal charter by the narne of The colony 
of ConneClicut. Part of this grant from Narraganfet Bay to Connetlicut 
River, was given by the King in 1636 to the Duke of Hamilton, who 
never was in poffeffion, and the cla-im became obfolet~. 

In 1621, the planters of New Pl ymouth fent Captain Standiih and ten 
men in their boat to the l\1aifachufets Bay, about twenty league~ north from 
Ply1nouth. The bay appeared very large, and to have_ many iflands in it; 
as alfo two rivers within the bay, and good harbouring for ihips; but 

~rale, r. rc3. though moft of the iilands had been inhabited, they were then d.epopu· 
lated. 

/ 
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Ia:ted. ln 162 2, Mr. Weflon arrived with fixty paifengers at Plymouth, 
and removed to the Maifachufets Bay, for which he had procured a patent; 
but this vvas a diforderly company of men, and foon obliged to abandon 
their fettlement. The gover11or of Plymouth gave them all the affiftance 
he could; but they lived too diffolute for their circumfiances; and when 
they haJ bartered away all their goods for Indian corn, th ey fold their 
bedding and clothes. Some of them became fervants to the Indians; the 
n1ajor part turned robbers; but all was infufficient to fupply their wants. Neale,I. ro;. 

Some died with hunger; others lived in the woods, and were barbarouily 
treated by the Indians, vvho added infult to cruelty. This occafioned Cap-
tain Standiili to come to their affifiance; upon which the Indians fl ed to 
their woods, where m oft of them were foon after defiroyed by the plague; 
and this opened the way for the J\llaffachufet fettlement in r 629. Captain 
Standiili offered to condu[t l'v1r. Wefion's men to Plymouth; but they 
choie to fail away with their veifel to the eafiward to meet Mr. Wefion, 
whofe fettlement was fet up in oppofition to Plymouth, under the pre-
tence of propagating the difcipline of the Church of England in America;, 
but his colony came to this deplorable fate. 

Soon after, another unfuccefsful attempt wa·s made to begin a fettlement 
in the Nlaffachufets Bay by Captain Gorge, and feveral families who came 
over with him. ~his gentleman had a commiffion from the council of 
New England to be Genera1-goYernor of the country, and a council was 
appointed to affifl: him; with '' full power to himfelf and any three of 
them,- to execute; vvhat iliould feem proper in all capital, criminal, and­
civil caufes :" but this colony was foon difperfed. 

A farther attempt was made, in I 626, to begin a fettiem-ent in the Maf­
fachufets, by Captain Woolafton and fome other gentlemen, who brought 
over many fervants, provifions, and other neceffaries for a p1antatiun; 
but they foon abandoned their fettlement. Some of the people went to 
~irginia, and others were left behind under Morton, who taught the 
Indians the ufe of fire-arms, in the exercife of which they became fo 
troublefome to the colonifis, that the Plymouth colony fent Captain Stan­
diili to expofiulate with him about it; putting him in mind of the roval 
proclamation, which prohibited their trading with the Indians in any fort 
of warlike fiores; as alfo of the inconveniencies th:1t might attend infiruB:­
ing them in_ the European art of war. He was obliged to fubmit, vvhereby 
the remains of Woolafl:on's colony fubfided, after they had maintained 
themfelves in the Maifachufets about two years. 

The Dutch had now efiab1ifi1ed a colony on Hudfon's River, and invited'· 
the colony of Plymouth to carry on a correfpondence and trade; but in 

s L62s~ 
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1625, Mr. Roger Conant made a fettlement. at Cape An~e, the north .. 

eaflerly promontory of Maifachufets Bay, wlth fame fetLers from Dor­

chefier and other parts of the wefi of England, ·who foon reznoved to 

Naumkeak.., fince called Salem. 

This gave rife to a project firfi concerted in Lincolnfhire, of procuring 

£rom the Council of Plymouth a grant for fettling a colony in Maifach•Jfets 

Bay, with a refolution that the principal town fuould be called Bofion. 

Thefe adventurers 'vere joined by fame others of London and Dorfetfhire, 

and obtained a grant from the Council of Plymouth, on the l ~th of 

Mar.ch, 1627, whereby the company did confirm to Sir Henry Rofwell, 

and Sir John Young, Knights; Thomas Southcot, John Humphreys, 

John Endicot, and Simon Whetcom be, their heirs and affigns and their 

affociates for ever, "all that part of New England which lies and extends 

between a great river .there, commonly called Monomzck or Merrimack, 

and a certain other river called C' .• harles River, being in a bottom of a cer­

tain bay there .commonly called Maffachufets, Mattachufets, or lV1aifatu .. 

fets Bay; a11d alfo all thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever lying 

within the fpace of three Englilh miles, on the fouth part of the faid 

Charles river; and alfo all the lands and hereditaments, being within the 

fpace of three Englifh miles to the fouthward of the foutherrnofi part of 
the faid bay; and alfo all thofe lands and hereditaments which lie within 

the fi)ace of three Engli!h miles to the northward of the faid river called 

Monomack or Merrimack; and all lands and hereditaments north and 

fouth in latitude, in breadth, and in longitude, within all the breadth 

aforefaid, throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and \Veft· 

ern Sea on the eafi part, to the South Sea on the weft part; and alfo all 

m-ines and minerals whatfoever, whi.ch they the faid council at Plymouth, in 

the county of Devon, then had or might enjoy, in or within the faid land 

and premife.s; to be holden of his Majefiy King Charles I. his heirs and 

fucceffors, as of his manor of Eafi Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in 
f~.ee .and commo? foccage, and not in capite, nor by knights fervice: 

y1eld1ng and pay1ng therefor unto his faid Majefiy, his heirs and fuccef­

fors! the fifth part of the ore of gold and filver which fbould, from time 

to ttme, happen to be found :in any of the faid limits, for and in fatisfac­

tion of all manner of demands and fervices whatfoever." 
• 

The gentlemen tnentioned in this charter were unwilling to embark 

alone in fo .g:eat ~n ·Undertaking, and engaged others about the city of 

London to JOin with them. A petition was then prefented to the King, 
th'!-~ their names n:ight be inf:rted in the patent, as original proprietors; 

which was accordingly d ne 1n a new draught of the forn1er patent, the 
4th 
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.~.th of March 1628, and confirmed by his Majefiy, whereby the faid 16.28. 
parties, and all fuch others as ihould be admitted and made free of the 
company and fociety therein mention~d, were made one body politic and 
corporate, by the ·name of The Governor and Company of Maffachufets 
Bay, in New England. 

This is commonly called the old charter, whereby the company were 
impowered yearly to eleCl: their own governor, deputy-governor, and 
eighteen affifl:ants, out of the freemen of the company; who were to be 
.chofen the lafi vVednefday in every Eafier-term, by a general court, to be 
held annually on that day. They were to have four general courts a Neale,. T. 139• 
year; the lafi vVednefday in Hilary, Eafier, Trinity, and Michaelmas 
1erms, for ever : they might admit freemen, choofe officers, order lands, 
and make {uch laws as they ihould think for the good of the plantation, 
not repugnant to the laws of England; and free liberty of confcience 
was likewife .granted to all that ihould fettle in thofe parts, to woribip 
God in their own way. 

The colony feal was an Indian erect, naked; an arrow in his right 
band, and a bow in his left; with thefe words, in a label from his mouth, 
" Come over and he1 p us;" and in a round, '' Sigillum Gub. et Socie­
"'' tatis de Maffachufets Bay in NovA ANGLIA." 

Matthew Cradock was appointed the firfi governor, and Thomas Goffe 
·deputy-governor: the affifiants were, Sir Richard Saltonfial, Ifaac John­
fon, Samuel Alderfey, John Venn, John Humphrey, Simon Whetcomb, 
Increafe Nowel, Richard Perry, Nathaniel \N right, Samuel V aifal, Theo­
philus Eaton, Thomas Adams, Thomas Hutchins, George Foxcroft, 
vVilliam Vaifal, William Pyncheon, John Pocock, and Chrifiopher Coul­
fon; William Burgis was chofen fecretary. At this court it was deter­
mined, that every one of the company, who had fubfcribed fifty pounds, 
fhould have two hundred acres of land affigned, and in proportion for a 
greater or leifer fum, as the firfi dividend. The names uf all the adven­
turers, and the fums fubfcribed, were fent over to Mr. Endicot, who 
was appointed their governor in the plantation; while a fecond embark­
ation of planters and fervants was ordered to be made, who were to be 
accompanied with four reverend divines.. Thefe were, Mr. Francis Hig­
ginfon, a file need non-coaformifi minifl:er of Leicefierlhire; and Mr. Sa­
muel Skelton, who were appointed chaplains to the colony; Mr. Francis 
Bright, who is faid to have been a conformifi; and l\1r. Ralph Smith, 1629.; 
who feems to have been of the feparation in England, on which account 
he was required to give under his harrd, that he would not exercife his 

VoL. I. l\tl minifiry 
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miniftry within the li1?its of the pa~ent, with~ut exprefs ~ermiffion from 
Smith, p. 47 • the governor. Six pups were provided for th1s embarkatw?; an~ about 

three hundred and hfty palfengers embarked for f'he plantatiOn, With one 
hundred and fi f teen head of neat cattle; fome horfes, ilieep, goats, rab­
bits, and all other necelfa ries for a fettlement; befide fix pieces of cannon 
for a fort ; with a large quantity of military ftores. Mr. Higginfon fays 
in his Journal, that the whole fleet failed from the Hle of Wight on the 
11th of lVIay r6Q 9, arrived at Cape Anne the 27th of June, and at 
Naumkeag the Qgth. Moft of their live frock died in the palfage, as alfo 
fome of the palfengers; and from this fmall beginning is the Maifachufet 
province grown to that eminent figure it now makes in the American 
\vorld. 

Princes 
Chron. P• 
189. 

The new planters called their firfi fettlement Sa1em, which, in the He­
brew language, fignifies Peace; but fome of them foon removed to Mi!ha.-­
wum, to which they afterward gave the name of Charles Town. As 
religion was the principal motive of their coming over into thefe parts, 
they refolved to fettle that in the fid1: place. l\1r. Endicot hacl corre­
fponded with the fettlers at Plymouth, who informed him of the church 
order and difcipline fet up by them, which was like that of the reformed 
churches in France and Germany, and was embraced by the new coloniftsr 
who appointed the fixth of Auguft for ereB:ing fuch a church among 
themfelves. Mr. Higginfon and Mr. Skelton had been pre,ioufly elected 
and ordained, the one teacher, the other paftor; each of them, together 
with four venerable members, laying their hands on the other with 
folemn prayer; but on the day appointed for the choice and ordination of 
elders and deacons, thirty perfons, ·who were defired to be of the com­
munion, publick1y profelfed their confent unto a confeffion of faith drawn 

Mather, up by Mr Higginfon, and afterward figned a folemn covenant, whereby 
book 1. P· t8." they bound themfelves, in the prefence of God, to walk torrether in al! 

his ways, according as he was pleafed to reveal himfelf in his blelfed word 
Neale, T. 142 • of truth: They a vouched the Lord to be their God, and themfelves to be 

l~i s people, in the truth an~ fimplicity of their fpiri ts: They gave them­
ielves to i:he Lord Jefus Chnfi, and the word of his grace, for the teach­
i?g , rul~og ~ and fanB:ifying o~ them in rma~ters of worfhip and con\Terfa­
tlOn; rdolvmg to cleave unto hun ~lot;e ror hfe and glory; and to reject all 
contrary ways, canons, and confhtutwns of men in wodhip: They pro­
mi fed to fiudy the advancement of the gofpel in all truth and peace both 
in regard of thofe that were ~ithin or without, no way £1ightin~ their 
fiO:e r ~ urrhes, but ufing their counfel as need fhould be, not laying a 
ll umblmg-b ock before any, no not the Indians, whofe rrood th y defired 
to promote." They alfo promifed " to carry themfel~es in all lawful 

ob-edienc 
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obedience to thofe that were over them in church or commonwealth ; 
they refolved to approve themfelves to the Lord in their particular call­
ings, fuunning idlenefs as the bane of any fiate; nor would they deal 
hardly or oppreffingly with any, wherein they were the Lord's ftewards ~ 
promifing alfo to teach their children and fer~ants the knowledge of God 
and of his will, that they might likewife ferve him ; and all this not by 
any firength of their own, but by the Lord Chrifi:, whofe blood they de­
fired might fprinkle this their covenant made in his name." This 'vas 
the efiabliiliment of their church, and the minifiers were ordained or 
infiituted anew; after which, feveral others were admitted into it; but 
none without fufficient tefiimonies of their fober lives and converfation; 
for the only term of their communion was, " giving fatisfaetion to the 
church concerning their faith and manners.'' 

The firfl: winter after the arrival of the colony proved very fatal to 
them, and carried off almoft one hundred of their company, among 
whom was Mr. Higginfon the teacher, and Mr. Haughton the ruling 
elder of the church. 

While thefe things were tranfaB:ed in the infant colony, the company 
in England projeCted a much larger embarkation, and the transfer of the 
company itfelf from old England to New. Several gentlemen of great 
property, difiatisfied with the arbitrary proceedings in church and fiate, 
pleafed themfelves with the profpeCl: of liberty in both, to be enjoyed, 
in America, and propofed to the company at London, to remove with 
their families ; but upon this exprefs condition, that the patent and 
charter :fhould remove with them ; and this propofal was firft commu-
nicated on the t8th of July 1629. A -committee was appointed to con.. I 629. 
fider of it; as alfo to advife with counfel learned in the law, and to 
make report : but this report is not upon record. The adventurers had 
been at great expence, without any fatisfa.Ctory returns made to them, 
and had no immediate profpetl. of any profit from the plantation, in the 
prefent circumfiances of the colonifis. The principal objeCtion arofe 
from a _doubt, whether fuch a transfer was legal: but it w:1s determined, 
on the 2gth of Auguft, ''by the general confent of the company, that 
the government and patent ihould be fettled in New England." In con­
fequence of this new refolution, the Members of the corporation, who 
remained in England, were to retain a i11are in the trading fiock, and 
prollts of it, for feven years. The managemf'n t of it was committed 
to five perforrs who were to refide in America, and thefe were Sir Richard 
Saltonftal, Mr. \Vinthrop, Iv1r. Johnfon, Mr. Dudley, and l\1r. Revel; to-
gether with five who were to remain, being Mr. Cradock, IY1r. Vvright, 

l\,;1 2 NI r. 
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Mr. Eaton, Mr. Gaffe, and Mr. Young. The flock and profits were 
to be divided, proportional to the adventure, at t?e e~piration of ~he 
term: all other powers and privileges were to ~e:na1n w1th the Col~mfis 
in general : but there is no ac.count of any d1v1dend ever made, o~ of 
any trade ever carried on for the company. There was another article, 
that one half the charge of fortifications and fupport of the· minifiers 
:fhould be defrayed out of the common flock; although no notice was 
taken of it in the colony. 

At a general court, held on the 20th of OClober, a new eleCtion was 
made for the government of the colony, conilfl:ing of fuch perfons as had de­
termined to go over with the patent. They did not all go over to America: 
but from time to time, until the general embarkation, ~s any one declined, 
fame other perfon was chofen in his room. Nor is it furprizing that they 
difcovered a want of refolution: it is rather firange thatfo many perfevered. 
It iliews fame fortitude in a man of health and vigour, vvho goes througn 
the fatigues of a long voyage, and fpends only a few months among 
favages, and in a climate n1ore fevere than ever he had experienced~ 
What then mufl: we think of perfons of rank, and good circumfiances 
in life, bidding a final adieu to all the delights and conveniencies of their 
native country, efpecially fuch a country as England, and expofing 
themfelves to inevitable difficulties in a long voyage acrofs the Atlantic, 
to land upon an inhofpitable ihore, defiitute of building to fecure · them 
from the inclemency of the weather, and of moft forts of food to which 
they had been alway& ufed. 

As to the charaB:er and circumftances of the principal adventurers, 
it may be neceffary to obferve that l\llr. Winthrop was of Croton in Suf­
folk, where he was a jufiice of peace at the age of eighteen, and very 
early in life was exemplary for his polite as well as fed~ te and pious de­
portment: he had an efl:ate of about feven hundred pounds a -rc~r, 
\iV~ich he converted into money, and embarked the whul to pro~ote 
the new fettlement : he was forty-three years of age ''hen he remo-red, 
and vvas eleven times chofen governor : he fpent his whole fortune in 
the public fervice, the falary being fmall, and his hofpitality great; his 
f~n c:md g~andfon were fu .... ceffively g~vernors of Conne icut colony; and 
h1s pofl:enty have t:ver fi nee been re1peCled and honoured. l\Ir. Dudle,, 
had a captain's commiffion under Cl.!:!een Elizabeth, in 1597, when l;e 
raifed a company of volunteers, with whom he went over to France, 
and w::ts at the ficge of Amiens under I-!enry the Fourth : he afterward 
fcttled in Northamptonihire, and was cntrufl:ed by the Earl of 1 Ionh­
ampton with the 1nanagement of his affai s: he was fifty-four years of 

age 
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:xge wlien he embarked for America, where he was chofen into the magi:.. 
fi.racy every year of his fubfequent days, was four years governor, and 
often deputy-governor. Sir Richard Saltonfial was the firfi: named affo­
€iate to the orignal patentees ; he was fan or granclfon of Sir Richard 
Saltonfl:al, who was Lord Mayor of London in I 597 : :be remained but 
a iliort time in New England, yet his heart was fet upon promoting .the 
colony: by a will, made in 1658, he gave a legacy to the college in 
New England; and his great-grandfon, Gm·don Saltonfial, was many 
years governor of ConneB:icut. Mr. Humphrey was one of the fix 
original patentees from the council of Plymouth, and married the lady 
Sufan, a daughter of the Earl of Lincoln. Mr. Johnfon was the fon 
of Abraham Johnfo n, Eiq; of Clipiham in Rutlandrnire ; he married the 
lady Arabella, another daughter of the Earl of Lincoln, and had the 
larg efi: efiate of all the adventurers. M r. Endicot was one of the moft 
zealous undertakers, and the mofi rigid in principles. Mr. Nowel was 
a relation to Alexander Nowel, Dean of St. Paul's in the reign of ~een 
E lizabeth . l\1r. W illiam Va.ffal, as well as his brother· Samuel V a !fa], 
w ere gentlemen of good circumfiances in England ; but were not fully 
of the fame fentiment in matters of religion with the planters in gene­
ral : l\1r. \Villiam Vaffal went- o11er with the firft: company., and fettled 
at a place called Scituate, in Plymouth colony : when Jamaica was con­
quered, by Penn and V enables, in 1656, he laid the foundation of feveral 
fine efiates in that illand, which his pofierity now enjoy. Mr. Samuel 
Va.ffal was an em.inent merchant of London, and was the firft who re­
fufed to pay the fubfidy of tonnage and poundage, which he conceived 
to be an impofition againfi: the law of the land ; whereupon the King's 
attorney-general, in the fourth year of Charles .I. . exh1bited an informa- · 
tion in the Exchequer againft him, for refufi na- to pay an impofi upon . 

46~8 hundred vYti?!ht of currants which . he had imported into the port 1R11· ~£h_wo~1 th ~ '"' ._.. "cr:ca col-
of London, and which had been feized by the farmers and officers of le8.: !ons, vcl.f. 

the cufiom-houfe. I-Ie put in a plea to the information, to which the PR 6 :+ 1
,· H. 

l d J • 1 d M V JT 1 . . d . d b ~pi ns I f· attorney-genera em~eG 1n aw, an r. aua JOL1e 111 emur; ut t ~ ry of Et:lg-

the caufe was arbitrarily decided by the ba:rons of the Exchequer, who im- bn ·!,vol. lf. -

.prifoned Ivl r. Va:ffal for not p.iying the duty required upon his goods, P· zn. 
of \.Yhich he could not obtain reftitution. But the houfe of commons, 
on the 8th of July I 641, refol vcd, " That Iv1r. Samuel Vaffal fboulJ 
h ave the [urn of ten thoufand four hundred forty five pounds twelve fhil.,. 
lings and two pence paid him for his loifes and damages, fm· deny;i ng to . nf11\vorth:s 

pay tonnage and p.oundage not granted by act of parliament, in purfu- «?pcndix, P· · 

ance an-i obedience to a declaration and vote of this houfc. A1H the 5 
' 

liou'e affo declared , that they .would in due time take Mr. ·vaffd into 
ftlrihcr 



86 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F B R I T I S I-I A ~1 E R I C A. 

further confide~ation for his imprifonment and perfonal fufferings*."" 
Mr. Pyncheon wa5 a gentleman of learning as well as religion.: he laid 
the foundation of Rockfbury, but foon removed to ConneB:icut river, 
and was the father of the town of Springfield, where his family have 
fiouriihed ever fince. Mr. Roffiter was a gentleman of a plentiful efiate 
in the weft of England, and died the fidl: year. Mr. Sharp and Mr. 
Revel continued but a fbort time in New England. Mr. Cradock was 
an eminent merchant .in London, and carried on a trade in the colony 
many years, but never went over : he was more forward in advancing 
out of his fubfl:ance than any other, and was generally the highefi in all 
fubfcriptions. Mr. Venn, commonly ca11ed colonel Venn, was in the 
,defign from the beginning, and intended to have removed to A111erica; 

Rapin vol.II. but was prevented by the .change of affairs in England, where he made 
P· 57~· a confiderable figure in the long parliament, and was one of the judges 

who paffed fentence on the .King. Mr. Eaton was a weft-country mer­
chant, and his father was a tninifl:er in Coventry : he came to New Eng­
-land in 1637, and then :fettled New Haven colony, of which he was 
governor until his .death. His correfpondence with the governor of the 
Maffachufets and the Dutch governor of Manhadoes, or New York, 
difcover a good underfianding and virtuous rnind. Mr. Coddington was 
a Lincolniliire gentleman, and zealous to a great degree: he was after· 
ward the father of Rhode Hland, where his zeal abated, and he pro· 
,rooted a general toleration : he was governor of that colony many years, 
and would gladly have joined in confederacy with the other Colonifis, 
but was prevented by a difference in religious fentiments. Mr. Brad­
fireet was of Emanuel college in Cambridge, from whence he removed 
to the family of the Earl of Lincoln as his fieward, and afterward he 
lived with the Countefs of Warwick, in the fame capacity : he married 
one of .Mr. Dudley''s daughters; and, .after her death, a fifter of Sir 
George Downing. 

Prince's 
Chron. p. 
2+0· 

In April I 630, governor Winthrop, and Mr. Dudley, wirh: Sir Richard 
-8altonfial, afld feveral other of their affifiants, embarked at Yarmouth on 
board the Arahella; which fhip was fo cal1ed in honour of the Lady 
Arabella Johnfon, who, with her huiband, was on board of her; and 
they were accompanied, _or foll~wed,. by fixteen other fhips from dif­
ferent ports, mofi of whtch arnved 1n New Eng1and in the month of 
July, and the others before the end of the year, carrying in all about 
fifteen hundred paifengers, of all occupations proper for planting a new 

• An elegant monument has lately been erected in the new chapel at Bvfion in New 
England 1 to commemorate the character of_ this eminent patriot of the laft century. 

colony. 
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colony-. A few days after their embarkation, a paper was publifhed, in­
titled, " The humble requeft of his Majefty's loyal fubjeas, the governor 
and ~ompany lately' gone for New England, to the reft of their brethren 
in and of the church of England, for the obtaining of their prayers, 
and the removal of fufpicions and 1nifconftruaions of their inte ntions:'~ 
wherein they in treated their reverend fathers and br~thren of the church 
of England, to recommend them to the mercies of God in their con-­
fiant prayers, as a church then fpringing out of their own bowels. This 
paper occafioned a difpute, whether the firft fettlers of the · Ma£Eichufets 
were of the church or not ? However problematical it may be, what· 
they were while they remained in England, they left no room. for doubt. 
after their arrival in America. 

The Arabella· arrived at Salem on the 12th ofJune, and the next · 
morning the governor was vifited by l\1afconomoco, the Sagamore of 
Cape An ne, to welcome him on his fafe arrival ; and the other !hips alfo · 
came fafe to the fame place. The common people immediately went 
afhore, and regaled themfelves with ftrawberries, which are very fine in 
America, and were then in perfeCl:ion. This might give them a favour- · 
able idea of the produce of the country-; but the gentlemen had fuffici- · 
ent occafion to be alarmed and filled with concern. The firft intelli- ­
gence they had, was of a general confpiracy, a few months before, of · 
all the Itidians as far as Naraghanfet, to extirpate the Engliih. - Out of~ 
about three hundred perfons, upwards of eighty died in the colony the : 
winter ·oefore, and many of thofe that remained vvere in a · weak fickly 
condition. Tliere was not corn enough to have lafted above a fortnight j 
and all other provifions were fo very fcarce, that the one hundred· and : 
eighty indented fervants which the gentlemen had fent over, they could : 
not avoid giving them all their liberty, though they coil them from I6l. ­
to 201. fl:erling a perfon~ They had not above three or four months: to ' 
look out proper places for fettlements, and to provide ihelter againfi the · 
feverity of the winter. With this profpeCl: of difficulties, ficknefs began • 
among them ; and as they were deftitute of neceffary accom-modations , . 
many of them died. Among others, the Lady Arabella Johnfon, who 
ended her days at Sal em about a mont:h after her · arrival ; and her huf- · 
band foon after died of grief for her lofs. Mr. Roffiter, another of the ­
a:ffiftants, was alfo among the dead, whofe number . before December, 
amounted to about two hundred, including a few who died in their paf- · 
fage. Mr . . Dudley- obferved to his friends . in England, that '' if any come Let!er dated · 

to this fettlement to plant for worldly ends · that can .live well at home, March zSth., . 

he commits an error, of which he will foon repent ·; people of England, 16
F· 

who are endued with grace, and fnrni{hed with means to find their · fa-
milies.· 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F B RI T I S H A M .E R I ~ A. 

tnilies for eighteen months, and to build and plant, let them come :. In 
the beginning of our fettlements, we-had gr~at ficknefs and mortahty, 

T 11 8 the fettlers of New Plymouth, which feemed to proceed from 
as \\ e a d · .r. d' d want of warm lodging and ·good diet; they ~ho l.ande In .1umNmer 

1
}
1
e. 

of fevers from the heats ; they who landed 1n winter, as In ew y-
mouth, died of the fcurvy." 

Douglas, r. The governor and fome of the principal perfons difliked their fituation 
4 21. at Salem, and chofe to fettle upon better land. They proceeded to the 
Hurcb infon, mouth of Charles River, farther up the bay, where fome fettled, and 
p. 

22
. called it Charles Town; others fettled at Sag~s River, now Lynn; and 

c. Math er, fome at Myfiic River, now Medford. One infiance of t~e ci-ril~ty and 
B. r. p. 2z. j uH:ice of the planters to the Indians, was this, that, notwtthfiand1ng the 
Neale, vol. I. patent they had from the crown, they fairly purcbafed of the natives the 
P· 

150
' feveral tracts of land which they afterward poifeifed. Indeed, the crown 

gr<l:nts of land in America, feem rather to give a right of p1!rchafing, than 
a real right to the land, which certainly belongs to the natives. 

Toward the latter end of the year, a part of the colony of Charles 
Town removed to a peninfula in the bottom of Mairachufets Bay, called 
Shawmut by the Indians ; and by the Englifh, on account of three con­
tiguous hills appearing in a range to thefe at Charles Town, at firft Tri­
mountain, and afterwards Bofion, in compliment to 1\1r. Cotton, the 
puritan minifler of Bofion in Lincolnfhire, of whofe coming into thofe 

Oldtnixon, r. h . n. . Th' . r. l h fi P· (io. parts t ey were In great expeuatwn. 1s penm1u a was t e mo corn-
Nude, I. p. modiouf1y fituated for trade and commerce of any place in the country: 
~oou.glas, I. It is about two miles in length, and one in breadth ; appearing then, at 
p. 4 2-, high-water, in the form of two iilands. Here they built the town of 
:Hurcbinfon, Bofton, r1ow the metropolis of New England, and the largefi city of all 
P· zt. the Britiili empire in America. From the obfervations of Mr. Thomas 

Robie, fellow of Harvard-college, made from an eclipfe of the moon on 
the 15th of March 1717, it appears to be in 42° 25' of north-lati· 
tude, and weft from London 4 h. 46' which is wefi longitude 71° 30'. 
The town was firfi.fettled under the conduB: of Mr. Johnfon, who fatis­
;fied Mr. ~lafion fo~ ~is claim, whic~ was that of prior poffeffion. He 
was an. ep1fcopal mimfte~, of a part1c~lar hmnour, and claimed a pro­
perty In ti:e w~ole peninfula, becauie he happened to fleep firfi in a. 
hovel on this pmnt of land. He had not been a thorouo-h conformifi in 
England ; but ·he ·was more diffatisfied with the non-co~1formity of the 
.new-comers, and told them, that as he came from Eno-land becaufe he 
diiliked the lord bi£hops, fo he could not joirJ. w.ith them, becaufe he 
would not be under the lord-brethren. He had the grant of a confider-

able 
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able lot at the weft-end of the town; but he chofe to quit all, and re· 
moved to the fottthward, at or near what is fince called Providence, 
where he lived many years. 

Some fettled from Charles Town weftward at New Town and Water 
Town: others from Bofton fettled two miles weft fouthward, and called 
it Rockfbury, becaufe rocky ground. A few fettled four miles fouth 
from Bofion, and called it Dorchefl:er~ all of which were chiefly weft­
countrymen: but Newbury was not fettlecl until 1635. About one hun­
dred perfons returned with the £hips to England; and fome libertines 
went to a fmall fettlement, which had been made at Pifcataqua, without 
this jurifdiction. 

l\1r. Nowel and thofe of Charles Town, who had removed from Salem, 
at firfi confidered themfelves as one fettlement and one church with 
thofe at Bofl:on, and had Mr. vVilfon for their minifl:er, who went to 
England in the fpring, when thofe of Charles Town became a cliftinet 
church, and took Mr. James for their minifier. 

At thefe feveral places the whole company were fettled for the firft 
winter, and their out-door work was over on the 6th of December, when 
the governor and affifl:ants met at Charles Town and agreed to fortify 
the neck between Bofl:on and Roxbury : but at another meeting, on the 
2 r ft, they laid that defign afide, and agreed on a place firft called New 
Town, and afterward Cambridge, about three miles above Charles 
Town, and mofi of them engaged to build houfes there the next year, 
when the governor fet up the frame of a houfe, which he foon took 
down, and carried it to Bofl:on ; becaufe Chicketawbut, the chief of the 
Indians there, made high profeffions of friendihip, and rendered the de­
fign of a fortified town unneceffary. 

The colonifts fufl:ained great hardf11ips during the winter, and a ge- 163 r . 
neral fafl: vvas appointed to be held on the 2Qd of February I 63 I ; but 
this intended fafi was turned in to a thankfgiving; for, on the sth, the 
ihip Lion returned laden with provifions from England, which were dif-
tributed to the peop1e according to their neceffities. The high price of 
provifions this year in England, impoverifhed the colony; for every 
bufhel of wheat meal cofi, including the freight, fourteeh {billings iter-
ling; each bufhe1 of peafe ten £billings ; and Indian corn, imported from 
Virginia , fold at ten fhillings. Some were difcouraged, and returned to 
England, particularly Sir Richard Saltonftal and Mr. Thomas Sharpe, 
who never came back ; but others, in hopes of b.etter times, went over 

VoL. I. -N to 
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to fetch their families and returned with them, in particular Mr. Wilfon 
and Mr. Coddington. 

The fcarcity of the former year excited the colonifis. to make .the 

greater improvements by tillage, and they were bleffed w1th a plentiful 

harveft of Indian corn : but it was the year I 6 33, before they knew they 

ihould be able to raife E~glifh grain, if we may credit Mr. Johnfon, 

who fays, '' This year a fmall glean of rye was brought to the court as 

the firfi fruits of Eng-liih grain; at which this poor people greatly re­

joiced to fee the land would bear it." Cattle were extremely dear, a 

great part of what had been fhipped from England being dead, and (t 

milch cow was valued at 25/. to 30 l. fierling. 

So much of their attention was neceffary to provide for their fupport7 

that little bufinefs was done by the affifiants, or by the general court ; 

the removal of the charter occafioned feveral new regulations to be made, 

which were fettled by degrees. The firft court of affiltants was held at 

Charles Town, on the 23d of Auguft, about two months after their 

arrival ; when a beadle was appointed, as an officer of the corporation; 

and it was ordered, that the governor and deputy for the time being, 
ihould be _jufiices of the peace ; and four of the then affiltants were alfo 

appointed juftices. All jufiices whatfoever were to have the fame authority, 

for reformation of abufes and puni!hing offenders, vvhich jufiices had 

in England ; but no corporal punifhment to be inflicted except by ari 

affifiant. In capital offences, the governor and affifiants fat as a court, 

as well as in civil matters : and there was a trial by a jury for 1nurder 

this year, when the prifoner was acquitted. The firfi general court was 

~eld the I gth of OClober; not by a reprefentative, but by every one 
111 perfon, who was free of the corporation. As none had been ad­
mitted freemen fince they left Englapd, the governor and affiftants had 

a great influence over the court : therefore it was ordered, that the free­
men fhonld chufe the affifiants ; and the affiHants, frorn among them­

felves, fhould elect the- governor and deputy-goYernor. The court of 

affifiants were to have the power of making laws and appointing officers· 
which was a departure frmn their charter. , 

One hundred and nine freemen "·were admitted at this court. and the 
next general court was for the election of I 6 3 :r,. The fcale 'was now 

turned, and t.he free1~en refolved to elect both governor, deputy, and af­
fdlant s, notw1thfiandmg the former vote; and made an order that none 

ihould be admitted to the freedom of the body politic, but fu~h as were 

members of the church. This was a moft extraordinary order or law; 
yet 
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y t it con tinued in force until the diifolution of the government ; for 
it was repealed in appearance only after the refioration of King Charles 
the Second. H ad they been deprived of their civil privileges in England 
by au act of parliament, unlefs they would join in communion with the 
churches there, it mig t have been the firfi in the lift of grievances : 
but fuch were the requ ifitcs to qualify for church memberihip here, that 
the grievance was abundantly more. The minifier was to certify, that 
the candidates for freemen were of orthodox principles, and of good 
lives and converfations : fo that none could be a freeman of that com-

gt 

pany, un1efs he '\vas a church member among them . None had a vote P· 2 6. · 

in elefrions of governor, deputy, and affi ftan ts , nor could be 1nagi- Lcchford. 

ft:rates, officers, or jurymen, grand or petit, but freemen; and the mi-
nifiers were intitled to give their votes in all elections of magiftrates. 
1\llany of the colonifis were not admitted members of the ir chu rch; fo 
were not freemen ; therefore muft be tried and juJged by thofe of the 
c'hurch, which was confidered by fome as a hardfhi p. 

The fame governor, deputy-governor, and fuch of the affiftants of I 63 r. 
16.3o, as were alive and in the colony, were re-eleCled for 163 I : but Eubbard. 

this year, and this only, the affifiants chofen are not in the colony ie-
cords; ye_t here the old charter law-book begins. 

The firfi law enacted, was for regulating the price of wages for work- Douglas, r. 
men, under a penalty to him that gave, as well as to him who received, 427· 

more than the limited price; fuch as carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, 
fawyers, and thatchers, not more than two fhillings a day. They pro-
ceeded to other laws for punifhing idlenefs, and encouraging indufiry: 
befides, as they were furrounded with favages, much more ' numerous 
than themfelves, they obliged every man to attend military exercifes ; 
and limited the bounds of their plantations, that none might be unne-
ceifarily expofed to the dang~rs of any enemy. In civil actions, equity 
feems to have been their rule of determining, according to the circum-
fiances of the cafe: the judges had recourfe to no other au thorities than 
their own reafon and underfianding; and in puniiliing offences, they 
profeifed to be governed by the judicial law of Mofcs, as far as thofe 
laws were of a moral tendency. 

vVhile they were thus without a code or body of laws, and the colony 
in its infancy, their fentences feem to be adapted to the fiate of a large 
family of children and fervants, as may appear from feveral inflances 
extracted from the public records, particularly the following : Captain 
Stone, for abufing Mr. Ludlow, and calling _him jufiafs, was fined an 

N Q hund-red 
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hundred pounds, and prohibited c~ming within the pa~ent, without per- · 

miffion from the governor, on pan~ of death.. Captain Lovel was ad­

moniihed to take heed of light carn~ge. Daniel Clarke, found to be an 

immoderate drinker, was fined forty fhi1lings : . John W edgewood, for 

being in the company of drunkards, to be fet In the flocks.= and Ser­

jeant Perkins was ordered to carry 40 turfs to the fort, for betng drunk. 

Robert Shorthofe, for [wearing by the blood of God, was fentenced to 

have his tongue put into a cleft flick,. and to fiand. ~or half. an ho~r. A 

married woman was ferioufly admon1ihed on fufp1c10n of Incontinency. 

Thomas Petit, for fufpicion of Dander, idlenefs, and fiubbornnefs. w~s 

cenfured to be feverely whipped, and to be imprifoned. Edward Palmer, 

for extortion, in taking zl. 13 s. 4 d. for the wood-work of Bofion frocks, 

was fined 5 l. and ordered to be fet one hour in the flocks: and Jofias 

l)laifiowe, for fiealing four baikets of corn from the Indians, was or­

dered to return them eight baikets, to be fined s l. as --alfo from that ­

time to be called only Jofias, and not Mr. as formerly he ufed to be. 

They were very careful that no title or appellation ihould be given where 

-it was not due; therefore, not above fix of the gentlemen aifumed the 

title of Efquire, and in a lift of one hundted freemen are not to be found 

fo many difl:inguifhed by Mr. though they were generally men of pro- . 

perty ;- but good-man and good-wife were the co1ntnon appellations. 

If we confider the. charaB:er of thefe new colonifis, with the ftate and 

condition they were in before they left England, and after their ar- ­

tival ih America, we may perceive the fource of the peculiarities in their 

laws and cufioms. Ther were not on·1y Giifatisfie'd with the ceremonies, 

but alfo with the rigid difcipline, at that time, of the church of Eng- · 

land; in which they were not fingular; for the principal commoners, 

_ gre~t part of the clergy, and many of the nobility, \vere of the fame 

fent1ments. They ~ufi have very tender and fcrupulous minds, or they 

w:mld not have bantihed the.mfelYes from their native country, intimate 

fnends, and old acquaintances, to venture upon a difl:ant and unknown 

c~untry, rather than f1Jbmit to any thing againft their opinions and con­

fCiences. They profeifed a facred regard to the word of God in the 

Old and !'Jew Tefl:ament,. as a fufficient rule of concluc:t, and that they 

were obliged to follow 1t. They looked upon the obfervation of the 

fi:ft, . as well as. fecond table, neccfEuy to be enjoined ; and, as the con­

fi.Itutwn of their churches would ~ot admit of ecclefiafiical courts, pro­

VIUO? mufi be ~ade for the pumihment of fome offences by the civil 

mag1firate, ':h1ch were not fo by the common law. The generality of 

the colony bemg near upon a .level, more than co1nmon provifion was 

neceffary to .enforce a due obedience to the laws, and to eftabliih and pre-
ferve 
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ferve an authority in the government 1- for although fome among them 
had liberal or competent fortunes, yet in general their eftates were fmall 
and barely fufficient to provide them houfes or neceifary accommoda­
tions : therefore a contempt of authority was next to a capital offence; 
and as the country was new and uncultivated, the utmofi indufiry, <:eco­
nomy, and frugality were neceifary to their fubfiftance; as alfo were 
laws, with heavy penalties, to compel the obfervance of them. In that 
branch of law efpecially, which is diftinguifbed by the name of crown­
law in England, they profeifed to have no regard, as they intended to 
follow the plan of the Hebrew legiilator, fo far as they thought it ob­
ligatory upon all mankind. In many infiances, they might not err in 
judgment as to the morality of aCtions : but their grand miftake appears 
o lie in fuppofing certain natural punifbments, in every fiate, alike pro­

portioned to fome particular kind of offences, and which Mofes had 
obferved : whereas fuch punifbments are and ought to be governed by 
the particular confl:itutions and circumfiances of the feveral kingdoms and 
fhtes where they are applied. If it is added,· that they ·were at their full 
liberty, as the troubles in Errgland took off from the colonies the atteu­
tion of the government there; from all thefe circumfiances, it 1s not -
difficult to account for the peculiarities in the laws of the colony. 

From the . fame prejudice in favour of Ifraelitiili cufioms, a fondnefs 
arofe, or at leafi was increafed, as to fignificant names for children. 
The three firfi baptized in Bofion church were called Joy, Recompence, 
a~d Pity. The '(:Ufiom fpread ; and the town of Dorchefl:er was remark­
able for fuch names as · Faith, Hope, Charity, Deliverance, Dependance, 
Preferved, Content, Prudent, Patience~ Thankful, Hate-evil, Hold-fafl, 
and fuch others, which are fiill retained by fome families in remem- -
brance of their ancefiors. 

In Old England it is faid, a man may give his wife moderate cor­
reCtion, without expofing himfelf to any penalty in the law : but the 
legif1ators of New_ England had more tender fentiments of this happy 
fiate, and a man who firuck his wife was liable to a fine of ro l. or 
corporal puniihment; aifo a woman who firuck her hu:fband was liable 
to the fame penalties. They continued to make the fame choice of ma- -
gifirates for IG3Q, with the addition of Mr. John Humphreys; who · 163~. 
had been deputy-governor in England; as alfo of l\1r. John \Vinthrop 
the governor's eldefl: fon, who lately arrived, with fome oth!:rs of the 
family~ and many paifengers, among whom was Mr. John Elliot, who -
fpent h · s firfi: year at Bofion, and then fettled with his friends at Rox-
1ury. He has been efreemed the apoftle of the In ians, to whom he 

firft 
1 

-
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I1 ri1 preached the gofpel, and lived to fee the fu~c~fs ?f his labours in 
the converfion of many thoufands of them to Chnfhan1ty. 

. ~ Governor \Vjnthrop and his pafior Mr. \Vilfon fet out this fp ring from 
Neale,L I) I• £' £' '1 h h h d [; Bofion, and travelled on 100t 10rty 1n1 es t roug t e woo. s, as ar as 

Plymouth, to fettle a correfpondence between the two colon1es. Go~er­
nor Bradford received them with great honour and refpeCl:, and a la!hng 
fr i nd iliip was efiabli!heJ between them. 

They were frequently alarmed this year .by the India~s called T~rre­
tines, or eaflern .Indians, who flew and earned away capt1ve fome ot the 
Indians near Bofton; and alfo cut off a 1haloop from Dorchefier, with 
five men, whom they fecretly murdered: while the Narraganfet ~ndians 
alfo diflurbed the colonifis at Brifl:ol in New Plymouth. But Miant1nomo, 
one of the Sachems of the Narraganfets, came to Bofl:on, to enter into a 
league of friemliliip with the colony. 

The New England colonifl:s had likewife fome uneafy apprehenfions 
from the French, who had been -driven from their fettlements in L'Acadie, 
or Nova Scotia, by Captain Argol from Virginia, in r6r 3· Sir \Villiam 
Alexander obtained a grant of it from King James I. in 1623, which was 
confirmed by King Charles I. in r 6 28 .: but Sir W illiam fold the property 
in 1631 to M. Claude de la Tour d'Aunay, a French protefiant; and 
King Charles gave it up to France by treaty in 1632. This alarmed the 
gov.ernor and council at Bofion, who determined to finilh a fort which 
was begun there, to build another at N antafket, and to hafl:en the fettle­
ment of Ipfv.~ich, which was completed under the direCtion of Mr. Win­
throp, the governor's fon. This was feafonably done, otherwi.fe the 
French might have fettled there; which might have induced the Dutch 
t~ have f~ated themfelves on Connefricut River. \ Vhether the people of 
e1ther nat10n would have ·perfevered is uncertain; but if they had done it, 
the late remarkable contefi for the dominion of North America would 
probably have been between France and Holland· and the commerce of 
Great Britain would have borne a very indifferent p'roportion to that of the 
refi of Europe frmn what it does at prefent . 

. The ne': colon.ifis were alfo in perils from their own countrymen, par­
t icularly Str Fe.rdu1ando Gorge and Captain Mafon, two of the council 
of Plymowth,. wl_1o had expended large fums to little purpofe in attempts 
to. fettle colo~nes 1n New England; therefore they beheld the Ma{fachufets 
With an .envt?us eye, and intended for themfelves all that part of the co­
lD ny which hes to the eafiward of Naumkeag. They joined with forne 

other 
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otner difappointed perfons in a petition to the King againfi the company, 
which was heard before the privy-council, at Whitehall, on the rgth of 
January, I 632, when the council reprimanded the petitioners, and pub­
lifhed an order for ti1e encouragement of the adventurers. This order 
1nentioned, among other particulars, that " their lordiliips finding they 
were upon the difpatch of men, victuals, and merchandize for that place, 
a11 which would be at a ftand if the adventurers fhould have difcourage­
ment, or take fufpicion that the ftate here had no good opinion of that 
plantation; their lordiliips not laying the faults of particular men upon 
the general government or principal adventurers, which in due time was 
further to be enquired into, had thought fit, in the mean time, to dedare, 
That the appearances were fo fair, and hopes fo great, that the country 
would prove both beneficial to this kingdom and profitable to the particu­
lars, as that the adventurers had caufe to go on cheerfully with their 
undertakings, and reft a!fured, if things were carried on: as pretended, and· 
as by the patents appointed, his l\1ajefiy would not only maintaii1 the 
liberties and privileges theretofore granted, but fupply any thing farther 
that might tend to the good government, profperity, and comfort of his­
people there., 
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In the fleet mentioned in tni·s order there came over Mr. Thomas· 1 6 33 .. 
Hooker, Mr. John Cotton, and Mr. Samuel Stone, all remarkable non­
conformift minifters,. who were followed by fuch numbers from England, 
that it produced an order of the King in council, dated the 2 rft of Febru­
ary I 6 33, to fiop the farther embarkation of paifengers to the Colonies. 
This order feems to have been the effeCt of a new complaint by the former 
perfons: but wh.en the whole matter was reported to the King by Sir 
Thomas Jermayne, his Majefty faid, he would have fuch feverely punifhed 
as fhould abufe his governor and the plantation, whofe defendants were 
afiured, that his Majefiy did not intend to impofe the ceremonies of the 
church of England upon them; for that it ' ;vas confidered, it was for the 
.fake of freedom from thofe things that people went over there; and it is: 
certain no farther fiop was put to the emigration. 

Mr. Cotton was ordained minifier of Bofton, and the circumfiances­
anJ order of proceeding in his ordination were intended as a precedent, 
which the congregational churches in New England have generally con­
formed -to ever fince; and this gentreman appears to have been principa11y 
infirumental in the eftablifhmerrt of their ci'vil as well as ecc1efiafiical polity. 
l-ie was fellow of Emanuei College in Cambridge, and had been minifler­
of Bofion in Lincolnfhire, from whence he fled to avoid the dreaded effed:s 
of an infO'rmation againfl: him in the high commiffion £ourt. Great' 

interceffion 

s. 
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interceffion was made for hixn to Archbiihop Laud by the Earl of Dorfet 
and other noblemen, but fo much in vain, that the earl fent the minifier 
word " If he had been guilty of drunkennefs or uncleannefs he might 

, have found favour~ but the fin of puritanifm was unpardonable." 
. 

· The colonifis, in 1634, thought proper to give their governor fome 
· refpite; therefore Mr. Dudley was chofen in his. room, and Mr. Ludlow 
deputy-governor. About three hnndred and ninety freemen were ad. 
mitted, which occafioned an alteration of the conftitution; for at a general 
court twenty-four of the principal inhabitants appeared as reprefentatives 
of the body of freemen; which was a thing of neceffity, though no pro. 
vifion had been made for it in their charter. The people afferted their 
right to a greater fhare in the government than had been formerly allowed 
them, and refolved, that none but the general court had power to make 
and efiablifh laws, or to eletl: and appoint officers, to raife taxes, or to 
give and confirm lands or proprieties. They further determined, that 
there fhould be four general courts held yearly, to be fummoned by the 
governor, and not diffolved without the confent of the major part of the 
court : as alfo that it fhould be lawful for the freemen of each plantation· 
to chufe t~o or three before every general court for their reprefen tatives, 
in all affairs belonging to the commonwealth wherein the freemen had to 
atl:; the matter of eleB:ion of magifirates and other officers only excepted, 
wherein every freeman was to give his own voice. In this n1anner they 
fettled the legi.ilative body, which continued much the fame as long as 
the charter exifled, except an alteration in the number of general courts, 
which were foon reduced to two only in a year. 

'Mr. Roger Williams, minifler of Salem, was baniihed the colony for 
maintaining fome fingular opinions and exceptionable tenets; after which 
he removed fouthward to look out for a new fettle1nent among the Indians, 
and founded the new colony of Providence, of which he became patron 
and governor. 

The freemen itnpofed a fine upon the court of affifi:ants for acting con• 
trary to an ordet of the general court. They alfo called Governor Win· 
thro~) to a? account, cohcerning his receipts and diiburfements for the 
pubhc dunng his adminifi:~ation; but his condutl: had been fo irreproach· 
able, that unlefs the ofirac1fm of the ancient Greeks had been revived in 
this new commonwealth, it was reafohable to expetl: he fhould be out of 
a11 danger of fo .much as the leafi: thought to his prejudice. He might 
h~~e cancelled his book of accounts, and aB:ed like Scipio Africanus, by 
g tving the ungrateful populace this anfwer: " Your flouriihing colony 

has 
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has been fettled under my care; my own fubfiance is · exhaufied; fpend 
no more time in harangues, but give thanks to God for your happy 
efiablifhment." However, he difcharged himfelf with great honour, and 
concluded his declaration with this requefi, that " as it fiood upon record, 
that upon the difcharge of his office he was called to account, fo this his 
declaration might alfo be recorded; left thereafter, when he iliould be 
forgotten, fome blemi!h might lie upon his pofierity, when there £hou1d 
be nothing to clear it." He was afterward frequently eleCted governor, 
and vYas remarkable for his charity to the poor. His fon was very infiru­
rnental in procuring the ConneB:icut charter, and was annually chofen their 
governor during his life, and his grandfon was major-general and alfo 
chief-jufiice of the colony. 
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A great addition was made to the number of inhabitants in I 63 s. when 16 35· 
Sir Henry Vane the younger arrived, attended with a fleet of twenty 
fhips, well fiored with goods and paffengers. He was a warm noncon-
formifi, and intended to begin a fettlement upon the banks of the River 
ConneB:icut: but as the planters of the Maffachufets complimented him 
with their government, he refolved to continue among them. He proved 
not fo orthodox a governor as they expeB:ed, and was pofitive in adhering 
to his own opinions; therefore, at the next eleB:ion, he was rejeCled, and Rapin, vol. ii. 

Mr. \Vinthrop refiored to the government; after which Sir Henry re- cP·13 '7d· 
r Ir • . aren on, 

turned to England; and, as a pro1eued Independent, JOined with Oliver vol. ii. p. 465 .... 

Cromwel to undermine the power of the Preibyterians in 1645. He was Whitlock, P· 

executed on the refioration of Charles II. 6
93 · 

The projeB: for a plantation upon ConneB:icut 'River was not dropt, I 636. 
though Sir Henry Vane did not proceed in it. This fettlement was be-
come the more neceifary, becaufe the Pequot Indians began to grow: very 
infolen.t, and the building a fort there would make a good frontier on that 
fide. Agents were fent to view the country, who made fuch an advan-
tageous report of the fertility of the foil and largenefs of the river as in-
duced many of the planters, who began to be firaitened for room in 
the Maifachufet colony, to think of tranfplanting themfelves to ConneB:i-
cut. Mr. Hooker, minifier of New-town, put himfelf at the head of 
thefe new adventurers, who were about one hundred in number, and tra-
velled there on foot, with their children and baggage. After a tedious 
journey of ten days, they pitched on the farther · fide of the river, and 
built the town of Hartford. They were followed by another draught 
from Dorchefier, who built a little town, which they called Windfor. 
A third party went from W atertown, and built Weathers field; while a 
fourth went from Roxbury, and built Springfield. They had a fort of 

VoL. I. 0 commiffion 
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commiffion from the government of the Maffachufets Bay for the admi­
niftration of juftice, till they could make a mor.e r~g~la.r fettlement. Some 
of then1 had fettled within the Maffachufets JUnfdtchon ; but thofe whO' 
were out of it entered into a voluntary affociation, chafe magiftrates, and 
made laws for themfelves, after the example of the colony from whence 
they iffued ; in which ftate they continued until the ~eftoration of King 
Charles II. when Mr. John Winthrop the younger obtained a royal charter 
incorporating Hartford and New Haven colonies into the united colony of 
Connetl:icut, of which he was governor fourteen years. 

\Vhile the fouth-weft parts of New England were thus colonized, the 
north-eafi parts of the country were alfo improved. There was an exten· 
five country beyond the line of the Maffachufets patent, where new fettle. 
ments were attempted by fame that were made uneafy under the Malfa .. 
chufets government, in the time of tJ:leir antinomian quarrels; as alfo by 
others who had no oilier view but enriching themfelves by the fiihing 
trade at fea, and the beaver trade afhore. Thus were the provinces of 
Eaft Hampfuire and Main peopled, which continued a feparate govern­
ment, until being wearied out with quarrels and divifions among them· 
felves, they petitioned the general court of the Maffachufets Bay to be 
taken under their proteCtion, and were accordingly received. 

Such was the origin of the four principal colonies that were made in 
New England within the fpace of feventeen years; but there was, how­
ever, another fmall fettlement made fame time after in Rhode Illand, 
u~on the ~orders of the jurifdittion of New Plymouth, by the Antin(}o 
m1ans bamfued from the Maffachufets Bay, who obtained a charter for 
themfelves upon the reftoration of King Charles II. and are fl:ill a diftintl: 
government from the Ma~achufets; but as the limits of their country are 
fm~ll, th~y have no great 1nfluence on the grand colony, which ·was con­
fohdated In 1691, out of the old Maffachufets New Plymouth Main 
and Acadia or Nova Scotia fettlements, into the prefent colony' of th; 
Maffachufets Bay. 

SECTION 
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General.flate of the colony in 1637. Supprtjjion of tbe Pequot.r. Fami""' 
lijlical and Antinomian controvetjies. The fidl Jynod at Cambridge in 
New England: the nature and ufe of .fynods according to the principles 
of the Independents. The colonies of Rhode !fland and New Haven 
founded and eflablijbed. Commijjz"on from King Charles I. to Archbifhop 
Laud and others for regulating the plantations in 1638: The .Niajfacbu-

Jets addrifs to thofe commijjioners concerning the patent of the colony : 
Remarks: New fittlements made. State of the country in 163g. The 
number of planters and pajfengers who arrived in New England before 
I 640; with remarks. Puritan mitzijlers there: the .flourijhing condi­
tion of the Majfachzifets in 1641. New flttlements made: Growth if 
the colony at different periods: Refolve of the Houfe of Commons in favour 
of the Maffachzifets colony in 1642. The divifion of the colony into four 
towtifhips in 1643: The townjhips in each county: Remarks on them. 
The union of the four grand colonies of New England; with remarks. 
Order of tbe general court, in 1644, relative to the civil war in Eng ... 
land. The town o/ Ea.fl Ham built. The Narraga11jets fubmit in 1645· 
Colony difputes: the Hingham petition: Mr. Winthrop' s fpeech: The 
petitioners carry their complaint to England. Proportional aids o/ the 
four colonies in 1647· Remarks on the civil war in England, and its 
ejfeEl on the Colonies in 1648. Gover1Zor Winthrop's death in 1649. 

THE Indians had upon 1everal occafions expreffed a diffatisfaB:ion 1 6 37 ~ 
againfr the colonifrs of Maffachufets and ConneCl:icut; and the fettle­

ment at Plymouth had fometimes been difrurbed by them after the death 
of Maffafoit. The Engliih ftill obferved the defenfive part, more for the 
advantage of trade with the Indians, than out of fear of their power; 
for by this time there were about three thoufand Engliih planters and 
heads of families in the four colonies; fo that there muft have been at 
leafi twenty thoufand inhabitants; of which one thoufand, properly armed 
and difcip1ined, were fufficient to fupprefs any Indian enemies. The 
Pequots had been at war not only with the Narraganfets, but alfo with 
the Dutch, who had poffeffed and planted the country now called New 
York; and thefe wars prevented then1 from difrurbing the Englifh a con­
fiderable time. At lafi they turned their force againft the Englifh, upon 
w horn they committed fome murders and feveral depredations. The go­
vernor and council at Bofion fent Captain Endicot with one hundred men 
to demand the mur.derers; He was followed by one hundred men from 

0 2. · Conneeticut., 
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ConneClicut, under Captain Mafon; and they in~aded th.e P~quot country, 
where they defiroyed about five hundred Indians, with 1nconfiderable 
lofs on their own fide. They alfo took about two hundred .women and 
children prifoners, who were divided, fome to the ConneCticut colony, 

d the others to the Tv1aifachufets : the boys were fent to Bermudas and 
f~d for flaves; but the women and girls were difperfed in feve:al towns. 
The name of their fachem was Saifacus, who fled for proteCtiOn to the 
Iroquois, by whom he was put to ?eath, and his people either fubmitted 
to the Englifh, or abandoned the1r country, .which became fo much a 
kind of province to the conquerors, that they d1fpofe~ of ~he lands as th~y 
thought proper, and the Pequot tribe was wholly extinguiihed: but whlle 
the troops were thus employed abroad, the commonwealth was almoft 
torn in pieces by inteftine divifions at home. 

Mr. Winthrop was chofen governor and Mr. Dudley deputy-governor 
for 163 7; but not without a warm contention among the people, who 
were unhappily engaged in the.ir Familiftical and Antinomian controver .. 
fies; of which thofe who are defirous to have a particular account of fuch 
tranfaClions, may have full fatisfaCl:ion in the ecclefiaftical writers of the 

c. Mather, b. New England hiftory. The faCtions became general; fome for the cove­
vii . 17. nant of grace, and others for the covenant of works. At laft a fynod was 
:Neale,l. 187··held at Cambridge of all the churches in the country, to give their judg .. 

ments upon the controverted points; and as this was the firft fynod of 
New England, it is neceifary here to explain the nature and ufe of fynod~ 
according to t~e principles of the independents. 

A fynod, with them, is not neceifary to the exiflence of a church; but 
i.s only to be called on fpecial occafions, for giving advice and counfel in 
cafes of difficulty. It confifls of the minifiers and lay meifengers of the 
feveral churches, chofen from among themfelves, whofe bufinefs is to 
debate and determine the feveral matters brought before them, and then 
to l?refent them to the refpeCl:ive churches for their approbation, without 
wh1ch they are of no force. No fynod is allowed a power to pafs church 
~:n~ur~s upon perfons, or put forth any aCl: of authority, jurifdiCl:ion, or 
<!hfc1phne ~ but only to declare their fentiments, and give their advice. In 
faa, an Independent fynod is only a council to the feveral churches, 
affembled upon proper occafions, not to make laws and decrees to bind 
men upon pain of e:ccommunication or deprivation, but to advife them 
how to aB: under their prefer:t diffi~ulties ; and if a church or private per­
fa? refufes to hearken to th~1r ad~1ce, the laft retnedy is to declare they 
wtll hold no longer commumon With them. The magifl:rates have power 
to call a fynod when the good of the community requires it; and· me~y 
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fend to the churches, to commiffion their elders and meffenger~ to meet 
together, and affift them with their advice; but if the magifl:rate neglects, 
or is of a different religion, any particular church may fend to the others,. 
and defi re their advice in the fame way. 

The fynod continued three weeks: the Antinomian tenets, and feveral 
other new opinions, were condemned as contrary to the word of God. 
Mr. \Vheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinfon were banifhed for maintaining 
thofe errors; the former afterward returned and was minifier of Hamp­
ton; but the latter, with fifteen of her family, were maifacred by the 
Indians in the Dutch territories, which fhe had chofen for a retreat. A 
great number of perfons removed out of the jurifdid:ion, fome being 
banifhed and others disfranchifed. Thefe purchafed the i11and of Aquet-­
net from the Indian fachems in 1638, and called it Rhode Hland, where 
they efiablifhed a flouriffiing colony in I 644, which they extended upon, 
the continent, by purchafin.g a traCt of land near Patuxet River, in Ply-­
mouth colony, where they built the towns of Providence and Warwick; 
for all which they ·obtained a charter of King Charles II. in 1663,; and to 
this day, Rhode Hland, with Providence and its appurtenances, remains 
a difiinB: government, by the title of the " Governor and Company of 
the Englifh Colony of Rhode Hland and Providence Plantations in New: 
England, in_ America." 

This year· two large !hips from Engfancf arrived at Bofion with many 
paffengers, among whom were Mr. Eaton and Mr. Hopkins, two London. 
merchants, who couid not be perfuaded' to fettle in the jurifdiCl:ion, and 
removed to <2.!!innipiac, where they founded the colony of New Haven·. 
They agreed among themfelves upon a model of government ia church 
and fiate, very like to that of the Maffachufets, and· after the manner of 
thofe of Connecticut: they continued a diftinfr c()lony and government 
until 1665, when King Charles II. united the two colonies under one 
governor, and New Haven became only a county inftead of a colony. 

LOt: 

The clamour was revived in E·ngland againft the American Colonies, 1638~. 
and the King granted· a commiffion for regulating the plantations to Wil~ 
liam, Archbifhop of Canterbury; Thomas Lord Coventry, Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal of England; Richard, Archbi!hop of York;· Richard 
Earl of Portland, High-treafurer of England; Henry Earl of lV1anchell:er, 
Keeper of the Privy-feal; Thomas Earl of Arundel and Surry, Earl- · 
mar!hai- of Engl~nd· ; Edward Earl of Dorfet, Chamberlain to the ~een; 
Francis Lord Cottington, Chancellor and Under-Treafurer of the 
Exchequer;, Thomas Edmunds, Knight, Treafurer of the Houfeholcf;. 

John.t 
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John Cook, K.oight, and Francis Windebank, Principal Secretaries of 
State. 

Archbifhop Laud kept ~jealous eye over New. England, ~nd one Bur­
,clett, of Pifcataqua, was hts correfpon~ent, w~o tnformed hts Grace, that 
·" it was not new difcipline that was a1med at 1n New England, but fove­
reignty. and that it was accounted perjury and treafon, in their general 
court, t~ fpeak of appeals to the King." A ~~o warranto ha~ been 
brought by the attorney-general, in England, aga1nft the corporation of 

. the Maifachufets; but the judgment was not ~ormally entered. There 
was, however, an order of the King in ~ounctl, dated the 3d of May, 
1637, \ that the attorney-general be required to call ~or the patent of the 
Maifachufets; and Mr. Winthrop received a letter 1n 1638, from Mr. 
Meautis clerk of the council, accompanied with an order from the lords 
of the c~uncil, of April the 4th, r6 38, " requiring the governor, or any 
ether perfon who ili.ould have the letters-patent in their cuftody, to tranf­
mit the fame by the return of the ihip which carried the order; and in 
-cafe of contempt, their lordfhips would move his Majefty to reaifume the 
whole plantation into his hands." An anfwer was drawn up and tranf­
mitted, as appears by the files of the court. It was an addrefs of the ge­
neral court " to the Lords Commiffioners for Foreign Plantations," and 
intit1ed, " The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Maifachufets in 
New England, at a General Court there aifembled, the 6th Day of Sep­
tember, in the 14th year of the Reign of our fovereign Lord King 
Charles," wherein they profeifed, " that they were ready to yield all due 
obedience to his Majefty, and to their lord.!hips under him ; in which 
mind they left their native country, and according thereto had been their 
practice ever fince; fo as they were much. grieved that their lord!hips 
:fhould call in their patent, there being no caufe known to them, nor any 
iielinquency or fault of theirs expreifed in the order fent to them for that 
purpofe, their government being according to his Majefty's grant, and 
they not anfwerable for any defects in other plantations. That this was 
what his Majefiy's IubjeCl:s there believed and profeifed, and thereupon 
they we:e all humble fuitors to their lord.!hips, that they ,vould be pleafed 
to take 1nto further confideration their condition, and to afford them the 
liberty of fubjeCl:s, that they might know what was laid to their charge, 
and have leave and time to anfwer for themfelves, before they were con· 
demned as a people unworthy o~ his ~ajefiy's favour or protetl:io~. 
That ~s for the quo •warranto mentiOned 1n the order, they afiured their 
lord!hips they were never calle~ to anfwer to it; and if they nad, they 
doubted not but they.had ~ fuffic.Ient ,plea to put in. That they came into 
thefe remote parts w1th h1s Majeil:y s licence and encouragetnent; and, 

lfi 
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in the confidence they had of that aff urance, they had· rranfporred· their· 
families and eftates, and there had built and planted, to the great enlarge­
ment and fecuring of his Majefty's dominions in thofe parts; fo if their 
patent :fhould be taken from them, they fhould be looked on as renega­
does and outlawed, and fhould be forced either to remove to fome other 
place, or to return into their native country again~ either of which would 
put them to unfupportable extremities; and thefe evils, among others, 
\vould neceffarily follow: I. Many thoufand fouls would be expofed to 
ruin, being laid open to the injuries of all men. 2. lf they were forced· 
to defert that place, the reft of the plantations being too weak to refifl 
alone, would, for the mofl: part, diifolve and go with them; and then· 
the whole country would fall into the hands of the French or Dutch, who 
would fpeedily embrace fuch an opportunity. That if they fhould lofe 
all their labour and cofts, and be deprived of thofe liberties which his~ 
Majefty had granted them, and nothing laid to their charge, nor any 
failing to be found in them in point of allegiance, it would difcourage: 
all men from the like undertakings upon confidence of the royal grant. 
Laftl y, If their patent was taken from them, the common people there 
would conceive his Majefty had caft them off, whereby they were freed 
from their allegiance and fubj_ettion, and thereupon would be ready to. 
confederate themfelves under a new government, for their neceiTary fafety­
and fubfiftence, which would be of dangerous example to other planta­
tions, and perilous to themfelves, of incurring his Majefty's difpleafure, 
which they would by all means . avoid. That upon thefe confiderations­
they renewed their fupplications to their lordihips, that they might be· 
fuffered to live in that wildernefs, and that this poor plantation, which 
had found more favonr from God than many others, might not find lefs­
favour from their lordfhips; that their liberties-fhould not be reftrained ,. 
when others were enlarged ; that the door fhould not be kept fh ut unto, 
them, while it ftood open to all other plantations; that men of ability­
lhould not be debarred from them while they gave encouragement to other­
colonies. That they dared not quefl:ion their lordfhips proceedings; they 
only defired to op€n their griefs where the remedy was to be expeCted:: 
]f in any thing they had offended his Majefty and their lordfhips, they,:· 
humbly proftrated- themfelves at the footfl:ool of fupreme authority; but 
let them be made the object: of- his Majefty's clemency, and· not cut off· 
from al-l hope of favour, in their firft appea-l. Thus,. with their ea-rneft­
prayers to. the King of kings for )-r:. 1; , ife and profperity to his facred1 
Majefty and his royal family, and fo1 a 1. h.onour and. welfare to their lord;.. 
iliips, they humbly took leave *." 

• This is a. t11ue copy compared wi-th the origi'nal on file, as atte!led. 'by E.dward-Raw­
ton, fe.cretar~: . but. the r.ecords of the~ ffion take no not ice of it._ 
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1t was never known how this anfwer v.ras received ; but it is certain, 
that no further demand was made ; and foon. after r:non:. of the lor~s ~f 
the co.uncillofi their authority. Allegiance 1n an Engh!h-born fubjeC:t ~s 
faid to be perpetual, and to accompany him wherever he goes : but If 
their charter had been taken way at this time, the body of the people 
would have abandoned the country, and either have inccrporated with 
the Dutch, or fought a vacuum domicilium, a favourite exp:effion wit.h 
them, in fome part of the globe, where they would, accordmg to thetr 
apprehenfions, have been free from the controul of any European 
power. 

The fettlements were extended this year beyond Merrimack River; 
. and many of the inhabitants of Lynn removed to Long Hland, where 

they obtained a fettlement from Lord Stirling; but were foon difturbed 
by the Dutch. Some other fettlements were intended to be formed, in· 
dependent of the eftabli!hed colonies. This humour, however, was of 
no long continuance; for in a few years all the colonies found an union 
or confederacy neceifary for their defence, not only againfi the Indians, 
but againfl: the French and Dutch ; fo that there could be no encourage­
ment for fmall bodies of men to fit down any where, independent or un­
conneCted. All that had begun any fettlements between the Maifachufets 
and the Dutch, joined with Connecticut or New Haven, except the Rhode-
1f1anders, who were covered by the other colonies ; and all to the eaftward 
applied to the Maifachufets that they might incorporate with them. 

"The year 1638 was memorable for a great earthquake throughout 
New England ; it happened on the fecond of June, and was a remark­
able cera; for, fo long after the earthquake, was an expreffion common 
with the people of New England n1any years. In 16 39, the former 
r;over~or, deputy and affiftants, were continued. The primary views, 
1n the1~ ~emov:al from England, were certainly the enjoyment of civil 
an? r~ligwus hberty: What the planters brought with them, confilled 
·pnnc1pally o~ matenals for their buildings, necelfary tools for huibandry, 
flock for the1r farms, and clothing for their families. Little is faid of 
trade ~or the firfi feven years, except an inconfiderable traffic with 
the natives by ?arter of toys and cloth, in exchange for furs and fk:ins: 
but th~ people 1n general were foon difpofed to agriculture, and to bring 
under 1mprovement fuch quantities of land as would afford them necef­
fary fupport.. In a few years, the land produced more than was confumed 
by the colomfis, who fent the overplus to the Weft Indies, and the \Vine 
rn.ands, ~rom w?ence returns were made in the produce of thofe coun­
tnes, or 111 bulhon; the moft of which, together with the furs procured 

from 
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from the natives, went to England, to pay for the m~nufachtres con· 
tinually neceffary from thence. As hands could be fpared from huf­
bandry, and labour in providing their houfes, they were taken off; fome 
employed in faw.ing boards, fplitting fiaves, fhingles and hoops; others 
in the fi.fhery ; and thofe who were capable, in building fmall veffels 
-for the fifhery, coafiing, and foreign trade. Thus gradually and infenfi­
bly they feem to have fallen into that traffic mofi natural to the country, 
and adapted to their peculiar circumfiances, without any premeditated 
fcheme or projection for fo falutary a purpofe or confiitutional view. 
Laws were enacted to encourage the fifhery; as alfo fumptuary laws for 
the refl:riction of excefs in apparel and other inadequate expences : a 
fpirit of indufiry and frugality became prevalent; and this has been 
called among them the golden age, in which religion and virtue were 

-eminently difplayed. 

In 1640, Mr. Dudley was governor, and Mr. Belling ham deputy-go- I 640. 
vernor: Mr. Winthrop, the former governor, was one of the affifl:ants; 
and the others the fame as the lafl: year. The civil war which broke 
out in England between the king and parliament, put a fl:op to the fur-
ther increafe of the colonies of New England ; for the fiar-chamber and 
the eccleiiafiical commiffion court being put down, and the epifcopal 
power eclipfed, the Puritans were made eafy at home, and thought no 
more of tranfporting. themfelves to foreign parts. ~ 

The number of planters that arrived in New England before the year 
1 64o, are computed at about four thoufand, who difperfed themfelves in 
different parts of the country, and laid the foundations of the feveral 
towns and villages in it. The whole number of paiTengers that arrived 
are computed at twenty-one thoufand two hundred, men, women, and 
children ; of whom about feven thoufand were now able to bear arms. 
This fudden check upon colonization had a furprizing effect on the price 
of cattle; for as the inhabitants multiplied, the price of cattle was ad­
vanced, but fell at once this year from 25!. to 5!. It was computed 
they had twelve thoufand neat cattle, and not above three thoufand iheep 
in the colony. 

New England was in a fiouriiliing condition at the beginning of the r64r. 
civil war in Old England, and continued fo during thofe internal corn­
motions. The colonifl:s had fettled and planted about fifty towns and 
villages, erected forty churches, more than that number of minifiers 
houfes, a cafile, forts, prifons, a college, public roads, and all at their 
own charge, without any public affifiance. The planters had ereCted corn-

VoL. I. P modious 
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modious houfes, with gardens, orchards, and inclofed grounds, for a~ri­

culture. The merchants had convenient· warehoufes, ports, wharfs, flups, 

boats, and mariners ; the tradefme n, ihops and work-houfes; and there 

was a face of bufinefs in every part of the colony. 

Some of the gentlem~n returned to England, and ferved. the parlia·. 

1nent in the time of the civil war; particularly Edward W1nflow, Efq. 

who was one of the commiffioners of the navy; Edward Hopkins, :Efq. 

who was one of the commiffioners of the :1dmir :ty; Gcorge Dov~ning, 

afterwards Sir George Downing ; and fot ~ o:ilers of confequence. Some 

of the minifiers alfo returned, among v; J.1om was Mr. Eugh Peters of 

Salem, who was chaplain to Oliver Cr nrwell , and ·was executed as er 

regicide in 1 66o. So that the New Eng.and colonies, infiead of having 

any acceffion frmn the mother-country, evidently decreafed for the next 

twenty years, until the perfecution or the Diffenters, in the reign of 

K.ing Charles the Second, turned the tide again . 

The di culties particular perfons were under, and the diffe_·ence o" 

fentirnent upon private affairs, had an influence upon the public tranfac~ 

tions, which was remarkable even in the eleCtion of magifiratet. .. u. 

Bellingha1n was chofen governor, in oppoution to Mr. \Vinthrop, and 

Mr. Endicot deputy-governor: but it was difputed whether the:y ad 

the majority, and it was 'fome time before either of them were admitted 

to their places. The choice appears to have been d: agreeable to the o-e­

neral court; and the firft order tbey mad:-, was to repeal a fianding 

law for allowing one hundred pounds annua:ly to the governor. 

The plantation at Springfield, upon ConneBicut River, returned to 

th~ jurifdic:tion of the Maifachufets ; and the fettlers at Pifcataqua alfo fub· 

~rutte? to the fam~ gov~rm1ent. The l\laffachufets, by thu extending 

Its wmg over the Inhabitants of New· H~7!1pihire, nourifhed and cheri!hed 

them for almoft forty years; to which mufi be attributed the growth 

and flouriihing fiate of that colony. 

M1:- \Vinthrop was ele0ed .governor, and I 'Ir. Endicot deputy-gover­

nor, 111 164Q ; about wh1~h tt~ne 1\1r. Thom:1s l\layhew obtained a grant 

of Capewock, or Martha s VIneyard, Nantucket, and Elizabeth's Ifles, 

where be formed fettlements , and made no lefs than three thoufand 

ChriH:ian converts of adult InL 1ans. Theft- Iflands were for fome time 

after annexed to the governrnenL of Jew York, by the name of Duke's· 

~ounty; but by the charter granted to the colony of the Maifachufets Bay, 
111 r69r, they are exprefsly annexed to that colony. 

Th.re 
,I_ 
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T ere ,-:as a generaJ defign this year, among the Indians, againft the 
Engliih; of whi~h Miantinomo, the Sachem of the Naraganfets, was 
fuppofed to be the principal promoter, and to have drawn fome other 
Sachems to join with him : but proper precautions were taken, and the 
infurreaion imtnediately fuppreifed. 

The grovvth of Lhe feveral parts of the colony, at different periods, 
are worth obfervation, from the tax apportioned this year as following : 
_Hinghan1 QO !. \Veymouth I4l. Braintree I4l. Dorchefter s8l. I 0 s. 
Roxbury 50!. Bofion I 20 !. Dedharn and Concord 25 !. Water Town 
s sl. Cambridge 67!. IO s. Charles Town 6o !. Salem 7 5 !. Lynn 45 !. 
Ipfwich 8Q/. Newbury 301. Salifbury I~l. IOS. Hampton sl. Rowley 
15!. Sudbury I5l. Medford 10 l. and Gloucefier 6!. I os. 

'The houfe of commons in Engla!'ld this year paired a memorable re­
folve in favour of the Maifachufets colony, exonerating them from all 
cufioms or duties on goods exported to, or imported from England; 
which was tranfmitted to the governor by the clerk of the houfe, and 
ordered by the court to be entered upon the public records, that it might 
remain to pofierity: this refolve alfo contained an acknowledgment that 
the New England fettlements had been made without any public expence 
to the fiate . 

. About this time, letters ca.me to Mr. Cotton of Bofion, Mr. Hooker 
of Hertford, and Mr. Davenport of New Haven, figned by the Earl of 
Warwick and feveral other of the nobility, by Oliver Cromwell and many 
other members of the houfe of commons, and fome church minifiers, 
to come over and affifi them in the aifembly of divines at Wefiminfier: 
but other letters were foon after received, which prevented them from 
any thoughts of proceeding therein . 

The governor and deputy-governor for the lafl: year were re-eleB:ed 
in 1643, when the colony was fo increafed, that it was divided into the 
four counti s or !hires of Effex, Middlefex, Suffolk, and Norfolk. The 
county of Eliex contained the towns of Salem, Lynn, \Venham, Ipf­
wich, Rowley, Newbury, Gloucefter, and Chochichawick: In the county 
of Middlefex were the towns of Charles Town, Cambridge, .vVater 
Town, Sudbury, Concord, 'Vooburn, Medford, and Lynn village: the 
county of Suffolk had the towns of Bofion, Roxbury, De>rchefier, Ded­
ham, Braintree, Weymouth, Hingham, and Hull : and in the county of 
Norfolk were the- towns of Saliiliury, Hampton, Haveril, Exeter, 

. Dover, and Portfmouth. 
p z Thefe 
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·Thefe townfhips, or di~riCl~ of lan.ds, may be difl:i~gui!hed into four­
forts: 1• Incorporated townfh1ps, wh1ch are ferved wlth. l?recepts; and 
generally fend reprefentatives. 2. lnc~rpor~ted townfiups, alfo fer~ed 
with precepts, but fend no reprefentat1ves In gener~l. 3· Townf!nps 
incorporated, but in exprefs words debarred frotn fendtng r.eprefentattves-. 

4• Townihips or difl:riCls grant~d to a number. of propneto~s : but as 
the conditions of the grant, particularly the fetthng of a certain number 
of families in a limited fpace of time, were not fully performed, they 
were not then qualified to be confl:ituted, by act of affembly, with all 
town privileges. 

The townihips were generally granted in value of fix mifes fquare, tD 
be divided into fixty-three equal lots ; one lot for the firfl: fettled mini­
fter, as inheritance; one lot for the minifl:ry, as glebe-lands;_ one lot 
for the benefit of a fchool ; and the other fixty lots, to fixty perfons or 
families, who ihould, within five years from the grant, ereCt a dwelling­
houfe of feven feet fiud, and eighteen feet fquare, with feven acres 
cleared and improved, fit for mowing or ploughing; to erect a houfe 
for public worihip in five years, and maintain an orthodox minifier .. 
Every townihip of fifty houfeholders or upwards to be confl:antly pro­
vided with a fchool-mafter, to teach children and youth to read and write, 
under penalty of twenty pounds a year for negleCt : as alfo,- if confift-. 
ing of one hundred houfeholders or upwards, they were to maintain a 
grammar-fchool ; the penalty was one hundred pounds a year, if con .. 
11fiing of one hundred· and fifty families ; forty pounds, if of two hun­
dred families ; and higher penalties according to that rate. 

In each towniliip were confiituted certain town-officers, to ·be e]etl:ed 
at a town-meeting annually in March; fuch as, a town-clerk; feven 
~eleCt-men ; a town-treafurer; twelve overfeers of th _poor; feven affef­
fors; ten fire:wards; five fealers of leather; fix fence-viewers; a furveyor 
of hemp; Informers of deer; hay-ward; ten cullers of fiaves • ten 
viewers of boards and fhingles ; four hog-reeves ; twelve clerks ~f tHe 
Jnarket ; two affay-mafl:ers ; fix colleB:oa of taxes ; and twelve con­
fiables. 

~ometimes portions of adjoining to\'f:nihips were incorporated into a 
pan£? or :pr~cinct, ?Y a ::ts of. affembly, for the better conveniency of at­
tendtng d1v1ne ferv1ce : bu.t In. a.ll other refpeCls, except in minifierial 
.rates, they belonge? t? their onginal townihips. Any 1nan rateable for 
twenty ~ounds pnnc~pal efiate to. the province-tax, poll not included, 
was qualified to vote 111 town-n1eet1ngs, except in the choice of repre-

fentatives, 
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fentatives, which required a qualification of forty {billings a year free­
ho1d, .oc .forty pounds fterling perfonal efiate. 

The dangers to which the colonies in New England were expofed, 
fr-Om domefiic and foreign enemies, firfi induced them to think of an 
alliance and confederacy, for their n1utual fafety and defence. Thofe of 
Aquidnick, .. or :RJiode Hland, were defirous to join with the others ; bttt 
the M.affachufets refufed to admit commiffioners from that colony, to 
tr-eat upon the terms of agreement with the other commiffioners. The 
other four colonies entered into a confederate union, after the manner 
of the Seven United Provinces of the Dutch Republic in E urope, and 
an infirument was drawn up for that purpofe, intitled, " Articles of con.:.. 
federation betwixt the plantations under the government of the Maifa:.. 
chufets,. the plantations under the government of · Plymou ~h, the planta.:.. 
t ions under the government of ConneCticut, and the governmen t of New 
Haven, with the plantations 'in combination therewith." T his infhu­
ment coBfified of twelve articles, whereby it was agreed, I. That the 
four jurifdicrions ihould thenceforth be called by the name of the United 
Colonies .·of New England. II ... That the fa id United Colonies, for them­
felves and their pofierity, entered into a firm and perpetual league of 
friendihip and amity for offence and defence, mutual advice and fu ccour . 
Ill. That the plantations which were or :fhould be fettled, ihould have 
peculiar jurifditl:ibn. among themfelves as entire bodi:es ; provided that n b 

o ther jurifdiCl:ion ihould be taken in as a diftintt head or member ; not 
ihould any _ other . plantation -or jurifd.ittion be received , nor any . two of 
their- confederates join in one jurifdittion, without the confent of the 
refi. IV. That the charge~of all wars, offenfive or defenfive, lhould be 
borne in proportion to ·the number of male inhabitants between fixteen 
and fixty years of ·. age · in each colony; and according to the· different 
charge of each jurifdittion, the whcle advantage iliould -be- propor tion- -
ably divided among the confederates. - V . That upon 'notice ·from three 
magifirates of any colony, of an invafi on, ·the refi ihould im-mediately 
fend affiftance. VI. That two· commiffione rs :fhould be chofen -out of 
each of the four jurifdiB:ions,. to examine and determine upon all affairs 
of war or peace, not intermeddling with the government of any · of the 
j u-rifdittions; but· if thefe eight comrniffioners fhou1d not agreer any fix 
{hould have power to fettle and · determine the buf!nefs ·in quefiion ; and-i;f 
fix could·not agree, then their bu fi nefs was to be referred to the four general 
courts of the refpettive provinces : that thefe eight commiffioners .fhould 
meet once every year to treat of all affairs ; the meetings to be held in 
rotation, at Bofton; ·-I-Iartford, N ew Haven, and Plymouth. T hat all 
matters wherein fix agreed. ihould be. binding upon the whole ; and upor,t · 

a majo~ity 
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a majority under fix, the matter to be referred to the general court of 
each colony, and not to be obligatory unlefs the whole agreed to it. VU. 
That for prefcrving order, a prefident lhould be chofen by the ~ommif­
fioners out of their number every year. VIII. That the cornmtffioners 
:fhould endeavour to efl:ablifh agreements and orders, in general cafes of a 
civil nature, for prefcrving peace among themfelves, and preventing all 
occafions of war or differences with others. IX. That no colony ihould 
engage in war but upon a fudden exio-ency; in which cafe, it was to be 
avoided as much as poffible, without confent of the whole. X. That, on 
extraordinary occafions, four of the commiffioners fhould have power to 
direCt war, which could not be delayed, and to fend for due proportions 
of men out of each jurifdittion, as well as fix might do, if all met. Xr. 
That if any of the confederates fhould break thefe articles, the injury 
ihould be confidered and ordered by the commiffioners for the other jurif .. 
dietions, that both peace and this confederation might be inviolably pre­
ferved. Xli. That this perpetual confederation being confidered both 
by the general court of the Maffachufets, and the cotnmiffioners for the 
three other colonies, was confirmed by the Maffachufets, Connecticut, 
and New Haven on the rgth of l\lay, 1643, and alfo by Plymouth on 
the ith of September following. 

This confederacy was acknowledged and countenanced by the autho­
rity in England from its infiitution until the refioration; and this union 
fubfifl:ed, with fome alterations, until the year 1686, when all the charters 
were in effeCt vacated by a com1niffion from King J ames 11. 

}'rom the time of this confederacy, the four refpetlive colonies of New 
England are to be looked upon as one general bod r1 relative to all the 
public tra~factions with tl eir neighbours ; though tf e priYate affairs of 
each provmce were managed by magifirate and courts of heir own. For 
1nany yea.rs, commi0oners met annually in September, , nd occafionally 
at o.ther t1mes; ?ut In the l.att~r part of the union, the n1eetings were ~ri· 
enmal. A fpectal and pnne1pal part of their builnefs, after the tuft 
year.s, was the gofpelizit:g the Indi ns ; and th" foci et y efiablifhed by the 
p~rhament for propagating the gofp 1 iu N ;o;• England amono- the In­
dians, made the commiffion~rs their correrpond nts and agent; which 
p~wers and trufi were continued after the grant o a new charter by 
Ktng Charles II. and a particular account of all tl eir proceedino-s in this 
capacity are preferved in their records. b 

. 
x644. Mr. Endicot was this year chofen governor, and IV1r. \Vinthrop deputy· 

governor. The general court 111ewed a prudent compliance with the 
powers 
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powers prevailing in Eng an l, and paffed an order for maintaining peace 
in the colony: and wh n the dependance of a colony is truly confi dered, 
nothing le[c; is ordinarily to be expeCted, than an acquiefcence under 
every a teration of government in the mother-country. 

As the Indians were daily acq iring the ufe of fire-arms, the commif­
fioners paired an , c:t, that no perfon within any of the U nitcd Coh nies 
fhould [Ill any kind of arms or ammunition to an Indian, un er penalty 
oft :\'"enty for one; nor any fmit h, or other perfon, mend any gun vr other 
weapon for an Indian, und r the like penalty .. 

Some of the inhabitants of the town of PiymoutT' removed o a trat ­
of land near the promontory of Cape Cod, and built the towu of Eaft 
Ham. 

I!I 

Mr. Dudley was chofen governor, and Mr. \Vinthrop deputy-governor 1 645' •. 
fo r 1645· - The commiffioners aiTemb1ed at Bofion, to terminate the dif­
ferences betV\reen the Sathems of N arraganfet and l\1ohegin; which wab 
enforced by ordering three hundred men to be raifed and march againft 
the Narraganfets, who intended fuddenly to break out aga infi the Englifh, 
but were now intimidated, and fubmitted to pacific tenps. 

Though the public peace of the Indians \Vas preferved, tl e common­
wealth \Vas in diforder from intefiine commotions. The inhabitants of 
Hingham, in the county of Suffolk, quarrelled about the elecrion of their 
chief military officer, and Mr. Deputy \Vinthrop would· haYe compelled . 
the rioters to give bond to appear at the quarter-court, which they refufed, 
and he committed them to prifon for contempt of government. The ma­
jority of the town were inflamed at the imprifonment of their fr iends, 
and figned a petition to the general court for a free hearing, and freedom 
of fpeech to plead their common liberties. 

The court and great part of th1e country w ere much ofFended at this 
petition; and a declaration was publiilied by order of court, in anfw er to 
the petition, and in vindication of the government ; which was a pro­
ceeding derogatory to the honour of the fupreme authority. The p ti­
tioners were fummoned before the court, imnrifoned, and fined for fe di-• 
tious and contemptuous expreffions. r 1,: \Vinthrop '.Yas obliged by the 
p arty to anfwer in public to the complaints agdinfl him, to which he con- -
fen ted, although he fhewed them how unreafonab1e it vY " S to caJl a go- C. -~1a th er) 
vernor to account during the time of h is adminifhatiort . He came down b. Jl. P· 1 3• 

from the bench, pleaded his caufe at the bar,. \Vas honourably acquitted, 
and 
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and refumed his feat on the. bench, where he addreffed the affembly on 
the impropriety of licentioufly obfl:rueting the regular courfe of govern-. 
ment. 

The court and people were fo entirely fatisfied with this conduCt of Mr. 
Winthrop, and overcome with his condefcenfion, that th.ey chofe him go­
vernor of the province every year after, as l~ng as he. l.1ved. The pe.ti­
tioners carried their complaint to England, 'v1th a petltwn to the parha .. 
tnent, that they might enjoy the liberties of Engli!hmen; and added to 
their prayer, that the petition they had. prefen~ed .to the cou_rt at. Bofton 
might be confidered; as alfo that certain confl:1tut1onal quenes might be 
refolved. 

Mr. Peters and Mr. Weld were difmilfed from the agency in England, 
·to which Mr. Winflow was appointed; who, by his prudent management, 
_prevented any prejudice to the colony from fuch applications. 

As Mr. Winthrop was governor in I 646, M~ Dudley was deputy­
governor; and they were both continued as fuch to the two following 
years. 

'the number of males in each of the four colonies was carried in to the 
commiffioners, to proportion the fum of 1043/. I os. I d. expended for 
the general fervice; when it appeared, that the Maffachufets proportion 
of the fum was 670 I. 3 s. 4 d. Plymouth's I 28/. I 3 s. 4 d. Connecticut's 
140 !. 2 s. 5 d. and NewHaven's 104/. I 1 s. 

The civil war had continued fome years in England ; nor was it ter­
minated until epifcopacy was abolifhed and monarchy ,Cefiroyed. All the 
American plantations, except Virginia, inclined to the parliament, and 
par~ic'!larly the coloni~s of New ~ngland, becaufe the hi!hops had been 
th~tr Implacable enemies, and dnven them out of the kingdom. One 
par~ of the quar:el between the king and parliament ·was the fame for 
whtch the colondls abandoned England; therefore the people of New 
England were attached to the parliamentary interefi, which was their 
own_: But although the New England colonies were on the fide of the 
parliament, .they were. in~apable of giving them affifl:ance; and, as fpec­
taters at a dtflance, enjoymg all the bleffings of peace and plenty, they 
only -heard of the calamities in which their native country was involved . 

. Mr. ·winthro.p, the father .of the country, died this year, in the fixty· 
th~rd year of his age, and his death caufed _a general grief through the 

.colony. 
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colony. Mr. Endicot fucceeded him in the place of governor, and Mr. 
Dudley took the place of deputy-governor. They joined with the other 
affiftants in an aifociation againft wearing long hair; for the rule in New 
England was, that none fhould wear their hair below their ears; and it 
was deemed a greater ofFence in the clergy, who were efpecially required 
to go patentibus auribus. Thus, in every age, indifferent things have 
been condemned as finful, and placed among the greateft immoratities • 

• 
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S E C T I 0 N Ill. 

.A.ff'airs with the Dutch· and French in 165o.. Harvard College incor .. 
porated. The .firJ! pr.oceedings for propagatzng tke Gojpel among. t~t 
Indians: The Soczety mcorporated for that purpofe zn England. Petztzon 

from the general court of the Ma.f!a~hujets Bay to the parliament of Eng­
land againfl a new patent:. and thezr letter to the Lor~-general Cronzwell 
againfi inviting the Colonijls to remove to .Ireland zn I 6 s.r. The pro­
vince if Main united to the Majfachujets ~n ~ 6 52 : A mznt eref!ed at 
Bojlonfor coinage of money. ~r. Dudley dzes zn I 6~ 3· Mr. Bellzngham 
chofen governor, and Mr. Endzcot deputy-governor~ zn 1654:: 4ddrefi of 
the general court to Oliver Cromwell: Mr. Wznjlow ~zes zn 1655: 
Cromwell's views in America: Separatzon of the Anabaptijls. '!'he per­
fecution if the §<._uakers in 1656: its prevention hy King Charles II. in 
1661. Remarks thereon. 

A Controverfy which had long fubfifted between the colony of N~w 
Haven· and the Dutch at the Manhados, was fettled by the commlf­

fioners of the United Colonies in 165o, when Mr. Endicot was again 
chofen governor of the MaiTachufets. 

Propofals were made in I 648 to Monfieur D' Aillebout, the governor 
of Canada, for a free commerce between the MaiTachufets and that colony. 
The French profeiTed to be greatly pleafed, and maintained a correfpond­
ence upon the fubject until x65o, when their governor fent an agent to 
l3ofion to fettle a trade, and conclude an alliance between the government 
of Canada and the colonies of Maifachufets and Plymouth; but being 
·informed that all fuch matters were left to the commiffioners of the United 
Colonies, be returned to Canada, and the next year two gentlemen were 
fen~ with letters to the commiffioners, in treating affiftance from the Engliili 
aga1nfi the Mohawks, whom they reprefented as difiurbers of the trade, 
both of E?glilh and French, with other Indians. They promifed a due 
confideratwn and allowance for the expence of the war, and if the Englifu 
would not join in it, the French defired they might be pern1itted to inlift 
volunteers, and be victualled for the fervice; but if that could not be ob­
tained, they requefied liberty to pafs through the Englifh Colonie~ by 
water and land, as occafion required. The French declared, that until 
thefe points were fe~tled, they could not proceed upon the treaty of com­
merce. The commdlioners anfwered, " That the Englifh engaged in no 
war before they had full and . fatisfaQ:ory evidence that it \vas juft; nor 

before 



M A S S A C H U S E T S B A Y. 

before peace upon j uft terms had been offered and refufed : Tl at the Mo.., 
hawks not being fubjeCl: to them nor in league with them, they could not 
require an account of their proceedings, and had no means of information 
what they had to fay for themfelves: That to 1nake war with the Mo­
hawks, would expofe the Indians, who were neighbours to the Englilh, 
and profeifed Chriftianity: That although they were ready to perform all 
neighbourly offices to the French colony, yet they could neither permit 
volunteers to be taken up, nor the French and eaftern Indians to pafs 
through the Englifh jurifdiction to invade the Mohawks, left they ihould 
expofe, not the Indians only, but the fmaller Englifh plantations to danger: 
That the Englifh were much diifatisfied with that mifchievous trade the 
French and Dutch had begun, and continued, by felling guns, powder, and 
ihot to all the Indians, which rendered them infolent: That if all otlier diffi­
culties were removed, yet they had no fuch fhort and convenient paifage, 
either by land or water, as might be had by Hudfon's River, to and beyond 
Aurania * Fort poifeifed by the Dutch: That the commiffioners conceived 
the French deputies might proceed to fettle a trade; but if they thought 
proper to limit it under fuch refiriCl:ions, a fitter feafon for thefe treaties 
muft be attended, which the commiffioners would readily improve when• 

"' foever it prefented." 

- The college at Cambridge became fuch an object of attention, that this 
year it was made a body corporate, by act of the general court, and re­
ceived a charter under feal of the colony, dated the gdl: of May, 165o. 
The corporation was to confift of a prefident, five fellows, and a treafurer 
or burfer; who were declared a body politic and corporate in law, to all 
intents and purpofes, by the name of " the Prefident and Fellows of 
Harvard College." An explanatory aCt paifed in 1657, and another in 
1672, to perpetuate and confirm the privileges of Harvard College, which 
continued to be governed under this charter until 168 5, when the colony 
charter ·was vacated. 

A corporation in England, confiituted for propagating the Gofpel 
among the Indians, began their correfponde.nce this year with the com­
miffioners of the United Colonies, who were employed as agents for 
the corporation, while the union of the colonies continued. One pro• 
feffed defign of the colony charter vvas gofpelizing the natives, which 
had been too much neglected. It was in I 646, that the general court of 
the Maifachufets paired the firft act or order to encourage the gofpel 

·* Alba~y. 
among 
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among the Indians, and it was then recommended t? the el~ers t~ con· 
fider how it might be mofi properly ?one. Mr. ~lhot fign~lrzed htmfelf 
in this attempt, and was remarkably 1nfirumentalin ~onvertmg many In­
dians whofe underfl:andings he endeavoured to en1ro-hten, by drawing 
them' from their rude, favage, and wandering way of life, to civility, co­
habitation, and government. Co1leClions were made in England to· 
promote this falutary wo~k, for .the adva~cement of. which. the parlia .. 
ment paiTed an aa or ord1nance 1ncorporat1ng the Soc1ety. 

Letters were alfo publifhed from the two univedities of O,. .. ford and 
Cambridge, calling upon the minifl:ers of England and Vvales, to ftir 
up their congregations to a liberal contribution for the promotion of fo 
glorious an undertaking. This colleCtion enabled the Society to purchafe 
an efi:ate in land of about 6oo !. a year : but, upon the refioration of 
King Charles II. the charter became void, and was foon after renewed by 
the intereft of Lord Chancellor Hyde. 

Mr.Endicotwas.chofengovernorin 165r, r652,and r65~; 1\Tr.Dudley 
deputy-governor. The committee for the fiate in England imparted their 
mind to Mr. Winflow, agent for the colony, refpeC.tino- the government 
of the feveral jurifdic:tions in New Englanq; he acquainted 1 lr. Dud­
ley therewith, and that an anfwer was expeCled ; in confequence of 
which, the court agreed upon a petition to the parliament, and a letter 
to Oliver Cromwell, then general for the pa~liament. 

It was expetl:ed that all proceffes in the colony !hou · be in the name 
of the keepers of_ the liberties of England ; or that there Ihould be an 
acknowled~p~ent of. the powet:s then in being, by a renewal of the pa­
tent ; but 1t 15 certam, that neither propofal was adopted or eftabliilied. 

In oacJber I 6 51, hofiilities began between the Eng1ii11 and Dutch in 
Europe; ut the Dutch colony at Manhados was in too feeble a fiate 
openl~ to ann~y the f:nglifh colonies, and therefore defired to preferve 
peace 1n Amenca, wlnch gave the Englifh an opportunity to carry on an 
advantageous treaty with the Dutch. 

1 G- ~ . The province of Main was claimed by the l\1affa ~hu~~ ts as within the 
hounds of their charter, and commiffioners were tent to treat with the 
1nincipal inhabitants about he furrender of their lar1Js. 

Sir 
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Sir Ferdinando Gorge and Captain Mafon, fo early as 1-629, obtaiaed 
fron1 the council of Plymoutp. a grant of all that traCl of land from the 
heads of Merrimack River and Sagadahock to Lake Ontario; but as they 
never occupied it, this grant became obfolete, and may be faid to have 
reverted to the crown. Sir Ferdinando Gorge alfo obtained a grant from 
the council of Plymouth, in r 6 35, of a trac:t of land called the Pro- ­
vince of M ain, extending from Pifcataqua River to Sagadahock and 
~enebec River; which grant was confirmed by the crown in 1639, 
and aftervvard purchafed by the agents of Maifachufets Bay of the re-­
prefentatives of Gorge. 

The north and fouth lines running inland were a hundred and twenty· 
miles : the front or fea line, and the rear line, might be about eighty 
miles; that is, the contents of the province of Main might be about. 
nine thoufand fix l:lundred fquare miles; in which fea line were the town­
ihips or difiri:Cl:s of Kittery, York, \V ells, Arundel, Biddeford, Scar­
borough, FaJmouth, and others, whofe principal inhabitants now fub-­
mitted to the l\!Iaffi :ehufets, and the province was made a county by the ­
name of Yorkihire, from which time the towns fent their deputies to the · 
general co-urt at Bofion; and to this county was annexed the territory of · 
Sagadahock~ 

As the trade of the province increafed with the Weft Indies, where 
the buccaneers or pirates were numerous at this time; and as part of the.­
wealth wh1ch they procured from the Spaniards was brought to Nevv-· 
England in bullion, it was thought neceffary to erect a mint for coining. 
ihillings, fix-pences, and three-pences, with no other impreffion at firft 
than N E on the one fide, and XII. VI. or Ill. on the other : but it was ­
now ordered, that all pieces of money fhould have a double -ring with 
this infcription, MAsSACHUSETs, and a tree in the center on one fide, 
with NEw ENGLAND aild the year of our Lord on the other fide. .No 
other colony ever prefumed to coin any metal in to money, and no notice · 
was taken of it ,by the parliament or proteCtor: it was even indulged by 
Charles II._ for more than twenty years ; and although it was made one 
of the charges againfi the colony, when the charter was called in quef- · 
tion, yet no great firefs was laid upon it. 

II1 

At the fame feffion, a committee or council of trade was· appointed, 1\Liff:lchufets 

after the example as expreifed in the order of the parliament : they were RecoJds.· 

to meet at BoH:on or Charles Town to receive propofals for promoting 
trade; but nothing came from this attempt. 

7 ~r~ 
.. 
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Mr. Dudley died the 31ft of July 1653, in the 77th year of hi age, 
greatly lamented, as he was a principal founder ~f t~e c~lony, and ha.d 
recommended himfelf by great firmnefs and fidelity 1n d1fcharge of h1s 
trufl:. He had never been out of the n1agifl:racy, and generally either 
governor or deputy-governor. Mr. Cotton, one of the minifl:ers at 
Bofl:on died a fhort time before, and was efl:eemed the oracle of the co­
lony: he was in the 68th year of his age, and was interred with great 
folemnity. 

Mr. Bellingham was chofen governor, and Mr. Endicot d~puty-go­
vernor, at a time when the peace with the Dutch, together w1th "the 
hopeful efl:abliihment of government in England," occafioned a public 
thankfgiving in the Maffachufets, whofe general court, on the 24th of 
Augufl: 1654, tranfmitted an addrefs to Oliver Crom\Yell, the Lord Pro· 
teCtor. 

Mr. Winflow, who had been governor of Plymouth colony, and agent 
to the Maffachufets in England, died this year, at the head of an expe· 
clition to Hifpaniola, and his body was honourably committed to the fea 
between Domingo and Jamaica, on the 8th of l\1ay. 

Cromwell appears to have been the firft who had a true fenfe of the 
importance of the colonies to their mother-country. The expedition to 
Hifpaniola was by him well intended, though badly executed, and his 
plan for enlarging the national interefl: in America no doubt extended 
further than the conquefl: of that ifland. 

The feparation of the Anabaptifis from the efiabliilied churches of 
the colony began at Rehoboth, in Plymouth patent, in 16 so; but was 
foon fuppreffed: after which began what has been generally called the 
perfecution of the ~akers, whofe rea firfi appeared in England in I644, 
and foon fpread into America. 

No perfon appeared in New England who profeffed the opinion of the 
~akers until I 6 s6, when Mary Fiilier and Ann Aufiin came from Bar· 
badoes; and foon after, nine others arrived in the fhip Speedwell of Lon· 
don. Their head-quarters were at Salem, where they made feveral con· 
verts, and fe~med to join ~ith the Antinomians and Anabaptifis. They 
were un~app1l~ fuccef~ful 1n feducing the people, not only to attend to 
the my{hcal d1fpenfat10n of the light within, as havino- the whole of 
.religion contained in it; but alfo to oppofe the o-ood grder both civil 

0 ' d an 
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and f:: cred, ereCted in the colony. They impioufly declared, that they 
were immediately fent from God; and blafphemouily aiferted, they were ­
infallibly affifted by the Holy Spirit : they alfo pretended to defpife the 
power of the civil magiftrates, and gave great difturbance to the govern- . 
rnent; difiuading the people from bearing arms, and declaring all mili­
tary defence unlawful to Chriftians. This doctrine was deemed particu-· 
larly dangerous to an infant ftate furrounded by Indian enemies : on . 
which account they were imprifoned, and their books ordered to be pub­
lickly burnt. The court pafied fentence of baniiliment againft them all; 
though at this time there was no fpecial provi:Gon by law for the puni£h.,. 
rnent of Qg_akers, who came within a colony law againft heretics in 
general. At the next feffions an aB: was paired, laying a penalty of one 
hundred pounds upon the mafter of any veifel who ihould bring a ·kn0wn 
~aker into the colony, ·and requiring the mafter to give fecurity to 
carry the ~aker back again; as alfo that the ~aker ihould be feverely 
whipped, and kept to hard labour until tranfportation. A further pe­
nalty of five pounds was laid for importing, and the like for difper:Gng 
~akers books,. with fevere l?enalties for defending their heretical opi.,. ­
mons .. 

Three perfons were puniilied und-er this atr, which was not fufficient 1657!' . 
to deter other ~akers from coming into the country; . and the general 
court made the following more fanguinary laws: " That .whoever brought 
any <2.!:!aker there ihould forfeit I oo !. That thofe who concealed a 
~aker, knowing him to be fuch, iliould pay forty :fhillings an hour for 
.fuch concealment .: and any ~aker, after the firft conviction, if a. man, 
was to lofe one ear, and a fecond time the other; a woman, each time to 
be feverely whipped, and the third time, man or woman, to have their 
tongues bored through with a red hot iron ; be:Gde every <l.llaker, whG 
fhould become fuch in the colony, was fubjected to the like puniili- -
ments." Three ~akers . had-their ears cut off accordingly, yet others 1658.; . 
arrived .; and a farther law .was made for punilhing with death all 
~akers who ihould return into the jurifdittion after banifhment. Some 
were imprifoned, others .whipped; feveral banifhed, and a . few hanged; 
which proceedings· were.. very unj_ufiifiable;. 

Such a degree of perfecution·raifed a .greatdamour.againft the govern~ - 1659•· 
mcnt, and fullied the ·glory of their former fufferings, from the.epifcopal 
power, ." for, now it appeared, ~hat the New: England . Purita ns were nG Neale., I. 329 • . 
better friends to ' liberty of confcience . than, their adverfaries ; and . that , 
the queftion between them was not, whether . one · p_arty of Chrifiians -

3 iliould \ 
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!hou1d have power to opprefs another, but who iliould have that 
power." Great numbers of the common people were. offended at thefe 
proceedings, as well ~s the ~enerality of ~ober perfons 1~ the feveral ?a· 
tions of Europe, wh1ch obliged the mag1!lrates to pubhili a dechrati~n 
in vindication of themfelves, as agreeable to the example of England tn 
their prov ifion againft J efuits. 

It has been obferved, upon this declaration, that the law of putting 
~akers to death was contrary to the laws of England, and confequently 
a forfeiture of the colony charter; the court began to be fenfible that 
the putting men to death :k1r their religious proceedings was odious in 
the eye of the world ; that in the cafe of the ~akers it could not an· 
fwer their ends, for the more they perfecuted, the more bloody work 
they ·bad u.pon their hands; therefore it was refolved to whip them as 
va0"abonds. The Reftoration of King Charles II. was alfo favourable 
to ~he ~akers, who had intereft to prevail upon that Monarch to put 
a fiop to the fufferings of their friends in New England, and to obtain an 
order to the following effetl: : '' 'fhat his Majefiy having been informed, 
that feveral of his fubjeB:s in New England had been and were impri· 
foned there, whereof fome had been executed, and others were in dan· 
·ger to undergo the like ; his Majefty thought fit to fignify his pleafure 
·in that behalf for the future, and required, that if any of thofe people 
·called ~akers were there then condemned to fuffer death, or other corpo­
ral punifhment, or that were imprifoned, and obnoxious to the like con· 
demnation, the magifirates were to forbear to proceed any further there· 
in, but fhould forthwith fend the faid perfons over to England, toge· 
ther with their refpeClive crimes, or offences laid to their charge; to the 
end fuch courfe might be taken with them there, as !hould be agreeable 
~to his laws and their demerits., 

Thi~ put. a~ effeClual flop to the fufferings of the ~akers on account 
.of thetr pnne1ples ; but fome of them were afterward punilhed as vaga· 
:bonds, and criminals againfl: the fiate. It would have been more rational 
if the magifiracy of the Maffachufets had direct d their moft eminent 
Minifter to anfwer Mr. Barclay,s Latin Treatife for ~akerifm in the fame 
language, on account of its univerfality. The people called by the I~di· 

.crous name of ~akers were afterward remarkable for a laudable ±ru· 
,gality, re~iprocal ~-riendfhip, and moral honefiy. They attained a c~n· 
fiderable _tntereft 1n. the . Con1monwealth; peerage-like, they were tn· 

··dulged with affirmation, tnftead of a judicial oath; and in New England 
:.they were exempted by laws from paying rates to the towniliip tninifiers. 

From 
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From 1656 to r6 6o, there are few other facts relati,Te to the public 
affairs of the colony that are worth tranfmitting to poflerity. The rapid 
incrcafe of the Mauachufets Colony, together ' vith the figure which 
many of the fid1: fettlcrs made in England before their remova l, and 
the correpondence which they maintained with their friends of great 
diflinction there many years after, eclipfed the colony of New Ply­
mouth, whoCe gro\\Tth and progrefs would otherwife have been thought 
conuderable. 

VoL .. I. R SECTIO N 
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SECT I 0 N IV. 

Mr. Endicot chofen governor, and Mr. Bellingham def!uty-governor, in 
I66o. The Ma.ffachufets corporation congratulates f(zng Charles II. 01z 

his refloration. Hi! Maje.fly's letter in .arifwer. The King proclaimed 
in New England, zn 1661. ·Declaratzon of the general cou.r~ of the 
MajJachufets of their rights by charter. S~mod held at Brjl_on, m 1662, 
concerning baptijm of i1![ants. . Hampjhzre county ejlablijhe~. ~[i­
niflers arrive in New England, zn I 663, afte~ the aCl of uni.(ormzty. 
The colonies of Conne{ficut and New Haven mzzted by charter, m 166-t. 
New York conquered from the Dutch. CommiJJi01:ers. appointed hy the 
King to Juperintend the government of tbe colomes zn New England. 
Addrefi of the general court of the Majfachujets colony to bis .Maj~1r 
.thereon. Letter from Lord Chancellor Clarendon to the Alajj'acbufetr 
corporation arrain.fi their addrefs. The proprfitions of the commijjionm 
to P 6'mouth JurifdiClion. Mr. Endicot dies in I 66 5, and is fucceeded 
as governor of the Majfachujets by Mr. Bellingham. Form of the oath 
of allegiance taken there. State of the colony. Dijputes between the 
commijjioner.r and the general court in I 666. 

1 66o. THE government of New England fubrnitted to all the changes in 
Old England for the lafl: twenty years : they owned the parliament, 

acquiefced in the Commonwealth, fubmitted to the ProteB:or, and at !aft 
addreffed the King. 

Mr. Endicot was chofen governor, and Mr. Bellinghatn deputy-go· 
vernor in I 66o, when Si m on Bradfl:reet, Efq. fecretary of the l\tlaffachu~ 
fets colony, and the reverend Mr. John Norton, were fent with an adJrels 
of congratulation to his l\1ajefl:y, upon his acceffion to the throne of his 
ancefiors, in which the colonifl:s made fignal expreHions of their loyalty, 
and endea;oured to jufl:ify their conduc:t toward the ~akers. They 
told the Ktng, that th.e ~a~er.s were open capital b1afphemers; o~en 
feducers from the glonous Tnmty, the Lord Chrifl:, the bleifed Golpel 
and from the 1-Ioly Scriptures, as the rule of life· 01)en enemies to (To· 

· r f , b vernme.nt .1t1el , as. cfl:ablifhed in the hands of any but men of their 
own pnnc1ple; malignant prom~ters of.dochines direCtly tending tofu~ 
ver~ both chu.rch at:d fiate. 1'\fter whtch, the Colonifis fupplicated h:: 
Majefl:y for hts gracwus proteC:bon of them in the continuance both ct 
their .civil and religious liberties, according to the grantees known enJ 
of fumg for the patent conferred upon the plantation by his royal ±:'lther. 

The 
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The King received their addrefs in a gracious manner, and fent back 
letters to the colony, fignifying, that the expreffions of their loyalty and 
affeClion to hi1n were very acceptable; thrtt he would confirm their pri­
vileges, and give them all kind of proteB:ion and encouragement. The 
colonifis, however, were not fatisfied with the conduCl of their agents, 
,,·ho might have flattered the court too much, or promifed more for their 
country than they ought. 

His Majefiy's gracious pardon to all hi9 fubjects was likewife declared, 
for all treafons during the late troubles, except to fuch as flood attainted 
by aB: of parliament, if any fuch iliould have tranfported themfelves 
thither: but then it was required, " That all their laws iliould be re­
viewed, and fuch as were contrary or derogatory to the royal authority 
and government fhould be annulled and repealed; that the oath of alle­
giance fhould be duly adminifiered ; that the adminifiration of jufiice 
ihould be in the name of his Majefiy ; that freedom lhould be given to 
all fuch as defired to ufe the Book of Common Prayer, and perform their 
devotions in the manner eftablifhed in England ; and that they might 
not undergo any prejudice thereby, all perfons of good and honefi live& 
and converfations ihould be admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's. 
Supper, according to the Book of Common Prayer, and their children 
to Baptifm : that in the choice of governor and affi.fiants, the only con­
fideration to be had fhould be of the wifdom, virtue, and integrity of 
the perfons to be chofen, and not of any faClion with reference to opi­
nions and outward profeffi.on: that all freeholders of competent efiates,. 
though of different perfuafions concerning church government, ihould 
have their votes in the eleClion of all officers, civil and military ; and 
finally, that this letter iliould be publilhed. n 

\Vhaley and Goffe, who had been two of the profcribed regicides, 
arrived at Bofion; and the governor received a royal mandate to fecure 
them : but they were fecreted in feveral parts of New England for many 
years. 

123 

The King was not proclaimed in the colony until the 7th of Augufi r66ll 
J66r, when it was done in the- following fonn: " Forafmuch as Charles 
II. is undoubted King of Great Britain and all other his Majefiy's terri-
tories and dominions ther'Wnto belonging, and hath been fome time 
fince lawfully proclaimed and crowned accordingly; \Ve therefore do, 
as in duty bound, own and acknovvledge him to be our Sovereign Lord 
and King, and do therefore hereby proclaim and declare his facred Ma-
jefiy Charles II. to be lawful King of Great Britain, France, and Ire-

R .2.. lan~ 
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"land, and all other the territories thereunto belonging : God Save the 

King." 

All proce!fes were ordered to be ifTued in his Majefl::y's name; a com­
mittee was appointed to confider of other matters ; 1n confequence of 
1-vhofe report, at the feffions of the general court, held .at Bofl:on the fame 
year, a formal declaration was made of their charter nghts. 

Great debates arofe among the minifl:ers of New England concerning 
the right of the grandchildren of church members .to the Sacrament of 
Baptifm, whofe immediate parents had not entered 1nto the .c~mmunion. 
The importance of this matter fprung from hence : the m1mfiers bap· 
tized none but the children of thofe of their communion ; fo that if, 
either through fear, or any other motive, they did not become atl:ual 
church men1bers when they were of age, none of their pofierity could 
be admitted to Baptifm ; and this was become a very common cafe, Jince 
the grandchildren of the firH planters began to rife up in the world. 
The difpute began in ConneClicut, but foon be~ame general, and a 
fynod of the elders and me!fengers of all the churches in the Ma!fachu­
fet ,colony was convened at Bofl:on, in the month of September, by 
order of the general court. 

The refult of this fynoJ was printed by order of the general court, and 
is particularly mentioned by their ecclefiafiical writer3, who obferve, that 
almofi all the churches of New England were divided upon this occafion. 

The inhabitants upon ConneClicut River being increafed to the three 
townihips of Springfield, Northampton, and Hadley, were made a 
county, by the name of Hampihire, at the feffions of the general court. 

!he fpirit of the church ran very high in England againfi the Preiliy· 
tenans and Independents, ''"~tith wh01n the biihops would come to no 
terms, but by an aCl of uniformity, which took place on St. Bartholo· 
mew's day. About two thoufand minifiers 'vere turn.ed out of their bene· 
fice~, and fome of t~em followed the example of their predeceffors, the 
Puntans, by removmg to New England, wh re they fpent the remaind r 
of their lives. 

Some viole?-t fhocks of an e~rthquake were felt in New England, which 
fpread an umverfal confiernatwn among the people, but no conilderlbk 
damage enfued. 

The 
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The colonies of Connecticut and New Haven were united by the royal 1664. 
charter, which was obtained by John Winthrop, Efg; fon of the late 
governor of the Maifachufets; and the United Colonies elected him annu-
ally their governor as long as he lived. 

The war between the Engli!h and Dutch broke out about this time, 
and King Charles II. was refolved to difpoifefs the Dutch of their fettle­
ments upon I-Iudfon's River, which was firfi difcovered by Captain 1-Iud­
fon, an Englifhman, who fold it to the Dutch in I 6o8, without confent 
of the crown: the King therefore looked upon the Dutch as intruderB, 
and made a grant of the whole country called Nova Be1gia to his brother, 
the Duke of York, vvho gave it the name of New York. A fquadron of 

·men of war, with forne land forces, under the command of Sir Robert 
Carre were fent to expel the Dutch, who were eafily reduced, and fub­
mitted to the Engli!h government. 

Sir Robert Carre, Colonel Richard Nichols, George Cartwright, and 
Samuel Maverick, Efqrs. were alfo commiffioned to call at New England, 
to hear and determine fuch differences as fubfified among the Colonies. 

The commiffioners alfo brought with them letters from his Majefly to 
the feveral colonies, and particularly one to the governor and council of 
New Plymouth, wherein his Majefl:y declared, that " he took them into 
his immediate protection, and had ordered the commiffioners to fettle the 
bounds and jurifdiB:ions of the feveral colonies." 

The line between the l\!Iaifachufets and Plymouth was fully and ami­
cably fettled and futve}ed, by a committee from each colony, whofe return 
was accepted by the general courts, and ordered to be recorded. . 

From the refl:oration until the charter was vacated, the colony ne~er 
flood well in England; fo that the principal perfons, both in church and 
fiate, were always apprchenfive they ihould be deprived of their privileges ... 
The commiffioners arrived at Bofion in July, and opened their commif­
fion; in confequence of which, the general court of the lVIaffachufets co­
lony drew up a long addrefs to the King, concluding thus: " Royal Sir, 
it is in your power to fay of your poor people in New England, they 
ihall not die. If we have found favour in the fight of our King, let our 
life be given us at_ our petition (or rather that which is clearer than life, 
which we have ventured our lives and willingly paued through many deaths 
to obta · n ) and our all at our · requefi: Let our government live, our patent 
live, our magiflrates live, our laws and liberties live, our religious enjoy-

ments 
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1
nents live; fo iha11 we a11 yet have farther caufe to fay from our hearts, 

Let the King live for ever.n 

The Colonifis alfo fent fupplicatory letters to feveral of the nobility, 
and particularly to the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, who fent a letter to 
the Maffachufets colony, direCted to " the Governor and Gentl~men,:' 
wherein his lordihip informed them, "That he had perufed the~r peti­
tion to his Majefty, and confeffed to them, he. was fo much a fnen~ to 
their colony, that if the fame had been communicated to nobod.Y but ~tm­
felf he ihould have diffuaded the prefenting the fame to hts MaJefly, 
wh~, he doubted, would not think himfelf well treated by it, or the fin­
gular care he had expreffed of his fubje~s in thofe parts fufficiently a~­
knowledged: but fince he found, by the1r letter to the Lord Chamberlam 
and Mr. Boyle, that they expeCted fome effeCt from. their petitio?, upon 
conference with them, they had all agreed not to htnder the delivery of 
it, though he had read to them the infiruB:ions the commiffioners had; 
and they confeffed that his Majefiy could not exprefs more grace and 
goodnefs for that his plantation, nor put it more out of their power, in 
any degree, to invade the liberties and privileges granted to them by his 
~barter: That he knew not what they meant by faying, the commiffioners 
had power to exercife government there altogether inconuftent with their 
charter and privileges; fince he was fure their commiffion was to fee and 
provide for the due and full obfervation of the charter, and that all the 
privileges granted by that charter might be equally enjoyed by all his l\1a­
jefiy's fubjeB:s there: He knew they were exprefsly inhibited from inter­
meddling with, or infiruB:ing the adminifiration of jufiice, according to 
the forms obferved there ; but if, in any extraordinary cafe, the proceed­
ings. there had been irregular, and again£1: the rules of jufiice, as fome 
particu!ar cafes, particularly recommended to them by his Majefiy, feemed 
to be, It could not .be prefumed that his Majefiy would leave his fubjecb 
of ~ew Englan.d w1thou~ hope of redrefs by an appeal to him, which his 
fubjetl:s of all h1s other kingdoms had free liberty to make."' 

. ~he propofitions of his Majefl:y's commiffioners to Plymouth's jurif­
diB:wn were as foHow: 

" I.. That all houfehoiders, inhabiting in their colony, take the o1th 
of allegiance; and that their adminifiration of jufiice be in his Maj efiy's 
name. 2. That all men of competent efiates and civil converfation, 
though of different judgment, tnight be admitted to be freemen and have 
liberty to choofc and be chofen offic~r~, both civil and military.' 3· That 
~11 men and women of orthodox op1n10ns, competent efl:ates,_ knowledge, 

civil 
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civil lives and not fcandalous, might be admitted to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, and their children to Baptifm, if they defired it; either by 
admitting them into the congregation already gathered, or permitting thetn 
to gather themfelves into fuch congregations where they might enjoy the 
benefit of the Sacrament, and that difference in opinion might not break 
the bonds of peace and charity. 4· That all laws and expreffions in laws 
derogatory to his Majefiy, if any fuch had been made in the late trouble­
fame times, might be repealed, altered, and taken off from the file., 

The court confented to the firfi, fecond, and fourth of thefe propofi­
tions; but they made fome exceptions to the third; and declared, " that 
the league between the four colonies was not with any intent to cafi off 
their dependance upon England; a thing which they utterly abhorred." 

Mr. Endicot, the governor of the Maffachufets, died the I sth of March, 
1665, and was interred at Bofion with great honour and folemnity. He 
was fucceeded by Mr. Bellingham; after which many altercations paffed 
between the Kings commiffioners and the general court, the latter of 
whom prefcribed the oath of allegiance in the following form: 

" "\Vhereas I, A. B. am an inhabitant within this jurifdiCl:ion, confider­
" ing how I ftand obliged to the King's Majefty, his heirs and fucceifors, 
" by our charter and the government efiabli.fhed thereby, do [wear accord­
,., ingly, by the great and dreadful name of the ever-living God, that ~ 
" will bear faith and true allegiance to our fovereign Lord the King, his 
" heirs and fucceifors : 

" So help me God." 

For the form of their Confiitution, they referred to their patent; and 
alleged, " That the annual charges of government were about I QOO /. for 
their ecclefiafiical confiitution; but they had none impofed by civil autho­
rity; all that was enjoined by that, was attendance on public wor.fhip O):l. 

Lord's days and other occafional days. That the people who maintained, 
alfo chofe, their minifiers, whofe adminifi:rations were kno wn, and they 
hoped confonant to the word of God; or if any deviated, in fuch cafe 
they made ufe of a fynod and the civil authority. That the militia con­
fi.fi:ed of about four thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe : that they had 
a fort at the entrance of Bofton harbour, with fix guns; two batteries in 
the harbour, and one at Charles Town. That the number of their .fhips 
and vdTels were, about eighty from twenty to forty tons ; about forty 
from forty to one hundre~ tons; and about a dozen fhi ps above one hun-
dred tons." . ·3 
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The commiffioners in their reply faid, " They fuppofed the King and 
}

1
is council, and the Church of England, underftood the word of God as 

well as the Maffachufets corporation: they feared fuch anfwers would 
highly offend the King; and advifed to an ingenuous and free c~nfent to 
what he defired. '' The court then fent a meffage to the commtfiioners, 
whereby they defired to be excufed frmn a direct anfwer to the queflion, 
" \rVherher they acknowledged his Majefty's c?mmiffion ?" They cho~e rather 
"to plead his Majefty's charte~, and his f~~c1al charge to the commdlion~rs 
not to difturb them in the enjoyment of 1t; but they were ready to g1ve 
fi1ch an account of their proceedings, as that the commiffioners might be 
able to reprefent their perfons and aB:ions. to his ~ajefty." !he commif­
i1oners ini1fted on a direct anfwer to their queft1,0n; to which the court 
declared, " It was enough for them to give their fenfe of the powers 
granted to them by charter; and that it was beyond their line to deter­
mine the power, intent, or purpofe of his Majefty's commiffion.'' 

The commiffioners then fummoned the governor and company of the 
colony to appear before them, to anfwer the complaint of Thomas Dean 
and others, for injuftice done unto them; but the court drew up a decla­
ration againft fuch proceedings, and ordered the fame to be publifi1eu by 
found of trumpet. The commiffioners referred the whole to his l\1ajefiy, 
and broke off from any further conference; after which, they went to 
New Hampihire and the province of Main, where they appointed jufiices 
of the peace, and exercifed divers acts of government. They had no bet­
ter fuccefs at Connetl:icut than in the Maffachufets colony; but they mec 
with lefs oppofition at Plytnouth and Rhode Hland. 

The government of the colony apprehended they fhould not be thought 
eulpab.le for refufir:g an entire -fnbmiffion to the abfolute authority of the 
commtffioners, which tnuft have fuperfeded their charter· and if this au .. 
thority had been on~e adm~tted, they would have. found' it very difficult 
ev~r afte.r to have ~JeB:ed 1t. . Some part of their conduCl: may appear 
extraordmary; particularly their refufing to make the oath of allegiance 

· nece~ary, unlefs with reftrictions and limit:-ltions; and to caufe all pro­
eeedm9s at law .to be more exprefsly in his Majefty's name and hy his 
authonty: But It fhould be obferved, that thofe perfons who had the 
greatefi infl~e?ce ar:no~g them? had fom~ f~ngular fentiments upon the 
nature of civil fubjeC:bon, .wh1c,h they ~1fl!ngui01ed into neceffary and 
voluntarY:. '!hat from atl:u~l r~hdence ~1th~n any government neceifarily 
arofe fubJectw~, or an obligatiOn to fubm1t to the laws and authority 
thereof; but birth was no necdfary caufe of fubjeaion. That the fubjetls 
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of any prince or fiate had a natural right to remove to any other fiate, or 
to another quarter of the world, unlefs the fiate was debilitated and en­
dangered by fuch an emigration; and even in that cafe, if they were de• 
prived of the right of alltnankind, liberty of confcience, it would jufiify 
a feparation; and, upon their removal, their fubj ection determined and 
ceafed. That the country to which they themfelves had removed was 
claimed and poffeffed by independent princes, whofe right to the fove­
reignty thereof had been acknowledged by the Kings of England. They 
therefore looked upon themfelves obliged, and accordingly, as appeared 
by their records, actuaUy had purchafed, for valuable confiderations, not 
only the foil, but the dominion, lordfuip, and fovereignty of thofe princes ; 
and without fuch purchafe, in the fight of God and men, they had no right 
or title to what they pofTefTed. That the King, indeed, in imitation of 
other princes of Europe, who laid claim to countries merely from the dif­
covery of them, had granted this country to certain of his fubjects; and 
the firfi planters thought it proper to purchafe the title of fuch grantees, 
to prevent molefiation from them or from other fiates; and they had alfo 
received a charter of incorporation from the King, containing a mutual 
compatl:, from whence arofe a new kind of fubjection, to which they 
were held, and from which they never would depart. 

This was what they called voluntary civil fubjection, arifing from com­
pact; from whence it followed, that whatfoever could be brought into 
quefiion relative to their fubjection, mufi be determined by their charter. 
In a ihort time, however, they were contented fully to comply with the 
oath of allegiance without qualifying it, and to give up other points which 
they had before infified upon: And their pofierity, who claim by birth­
right as well as charter the peculiar privileges of Engliihmen, and who 
enjoy the proteB:ion, are very fen fi ble that they likewife owe the alle­
giance of Engliih fubje8.:s, which, by a general rule of law, is not confi­
dered as local, but perpetual and unalienable. 

The King recommended, by a letter dated the 22 d of February, 1665, 
to the governor and council of the M aifachufe ts, an expedition againfl 
Canada; to which the court, in their anfwer to Lord Arlington, July I 7, 
I 66 6, faid, that " having confulted with Sir Thomas Temple, governor 
of Nova Scotia; and with the governor of ConneB:icut, they concluded it 
was not feazable at prefent, as well in refpetl: of the dif-ficulty, if not im­
poffibility of a land march over the rocky mountains and howling deferts, 
about four h undred miles, as the ftrength of the French there, according 
to reports." 

V I S !-lit OL. • 
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l-I's Majefty fent a letter, dated the roth of April, 1666, to the colony 
· 

0
f N~w Plymouth, acknowledging his having receive? a fatisfaB:arY: ac­

count from his ~ommiffioners, both of the good receptiOn they had g1ven 
them, and alfo of their dutifulnefs and obedience to him. 

Another letter of the fame date was alfo fent by the King to the Ma[a .. 
chufets colony, requiring deputies to be fent. to Englan.d to anf~er to the 
complaints of his commiffioners of opp~fitwn ~o ~he1r · aut~onty; and 
eornrnanding the colonifts to annul the1r proceedings relat1ve to that 
affair. 

• 
This letter was delivered by Mr. Maverick to the governor, when he 

was affifting in a court of affiftants for the trial of caufes ; affirming it 
£ame under cover with a letter from the King to Sir Robert Carr and the 
other commiffioners. The governor affembled a fpecial court on the IIth 
of September, to confider of the letter; and the elders were defired to give 
their advice. Several perfons petitioned the general court to comply with 
the royal order; but they were cenfured for intermeddling : Some of the 
elders, however, inclined that the two magifirates iliould be fent, and 
thought they ought to obey for confcience fake; but this was oppofed by 
others, who urged, " that if two might be fent for, fo might ten; that 
the civil magiftrate was the minifter of God for the good of the people, · 
and fo far as his commands tended to their good, they ought tO. obey; but 
none w~uld fay it was for the good of the colony to fend away their rulers." 
At laft 1t was agreed to fend Mr. Secretary Morrice a letter, wherein the 
fJourt feemed willing to doubt the genuinenefs of his Majefty's letter; and 
excufed themfelves from fending any perfons over; fuppofing the ablefr 
among them could not declare their caufe more fully than it had been 
already done. -

The comrniffioners influenced fome of the inhabitants of the towns in· 
New Hamp£hire to fi~n a petition and complaint to his l\1ajefty of the 
wrongs they had fufta1ned fron1 the Maifachufets, " who had ufurped the 
government. ov~r them:" but this was oppofed by the majority, who 
declared their ddfent; and all the tbwns defi.red to be confidered as part 
of the Maifachufets colony, as they had been for 1nany years before. 

Mr. Danfortl~, Mr. Lufh~r, and l\1r. Leveret \Vere alfo appointed to 
fettle the pea~e In the ~rov1nce of Main, by brin o-ino- the people to an· 
orderly fubrr.nffion; wh1ch was attended with fomeb di.i.%culty. . 

As 
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As to the proceedings between the commiffioners and the colony, it 
appears, on the one hand, that the government had not fufficient excufe 
for non-cornpiiance with what the King required; which might have pre­
vented fuch a commiffion from iifuing. But, on the other hand, that 
commiffion feems a ftretch of power, which might fuperfede the charter 
in many refpects; and in the conduct of the general court, upon this occa­
fion, there is no appearance of an obftinate perverfe fpirit, but a modeft 
fieady adherence to what they imagined .their jufl: rights and privileges. 
At the fame time they endeavoured, not only by repeated addreifes and 
profeffions of loyalty to appeafe his Majefl:y, but they purchafed a !hip­
load of mafts, the freight whereof coft them fixteen hundred pounds fter­
ling, and prefented the fame to the King, who graciou£1y accepted that 
teftimony of their affection. Befide, as the fleet in the Weft Indies was 
in want of provifions, a fubfcription and contribution were recommended 
through the colony, for bringing in provifions to be fent to the fleet for 
the fervice of his Majefty; and it appears by the record that feveral town~ 
liberally fubfcribed. 

-
About two hun·dred and fifty of the inhabitants of St. Chriftopher's had 

been taken by the French, and were brought to Bofton, where pthers were 
expected, and provifion was made by the court for the relief and fupport 
of fuch as were in neceffity. And upon the news of the great fire in 
London, a large collection was made through the colony for the relief of 
the fufferers. 

From I 666 to 1670, Mr. Bellinghan1 was aRnually chofen governor, 1667 .. 
and Mr. Willoughby deputy-govetnor. Mr. John Wilfon, the firft mi-
nifl:er of Bofton church, died on the 7th of Augufi, 1667, in the feventy-
ninth year of his age: he had been their paftor thirty-feven years, and 
left a moft amiable charatl:er. 

Some extraordinary incidents occafioned the magifirates to promote a I 668. 
" reformation of manners :" a letter was therefore printed, and addreifed, 
from the governor and council, " To the Elders and Minifters of every 
town within the jurifdiClion of the Maifachufets in New England; , 
wherein they exhorted them to follow the examples of Holy Scripture, 

.and required them to be very diligent and careful to catechife and inftruet 
all people under their charge in the found principles of the Chriftian Reli­
gion : " The effectual and confl:ant profecution thereof, they hoped, 
would have a tendency to promote the falvation of fouls, to fupprefs the 
growth of fin and profanenefs, to beget more love and unity among the 
people, and more reverence and efl:eem of the miniftry." 

S z Abcrut 
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About this time, the difpleafure of the government ran very high 
againfi the Anabaptifis and ~akers,. who were feverely treated by fin.es, 
· ·r t and banifument · wh1ch occafioned a letter from the pnn-
lmpruonmen ' ' f h rv1 ffi h {( 
cipal diffenting minifiers in London to the gov~rnor o t. e a ac u ets, 
" befeeching him to make ufe of his. aut~onty and 1nterefi, fo.r .the 
refioring fuch to their liberty as ~ere 111 pnfon on. account ?f rehg10n, 
and that their fanguinary laws mtght nc5t be put In executiOn for the 

future." 

The Anabaptifis in both Englands were cert~inly in fl!ch v~ry I~w 
repute at this time, that their enemies thought It not worth. their whtle 
to confute then1 with arguments, but took a iliorter way.to rmn th.em, ~y 
:llander and villany. The ~akers al~o r.enew~d theu complamts In 
L-ondon concerning the fufferings of the1r fne?ds In ~ew England, where 
none of the penal laws .had been put in executiOn aga1nfi: them fince r66r, 
except what related to vagabonds. 

The inhabitants of Bofion were now grown fo numerous, that the two 
meeting-houfes would not hold them; therefore a third church was 
gathered out of the firft, and Mr. Thacher was appointed minifier. l\1r. 
Richard Mather, minifier of Dorchefter, died the 22d of April, I66g, in. 
the 73d year of his age; he left behind him four fons, all educated for 
the minifiry; I. Mr. Samuel Mather, firft fellow of Harvard College; 
2. Nathaniel; 3· Eleazer; and 4· DoB:or Increafe Mather,_ father o£ 
Doctor Cotton Mather, who wrote the Ecclefiaftical Hifi:ory of New Eng­
land. 

The colony began to make a greater figure t'&an ever; for the report· 
made by the commiffi_oners to the King had produced no further trvubles· 
from England, where the plague, the fire of the metropolis, and the dif­
contents among the people, operated in favour of the Colonies. The 
Maifachufets governed New Hampfhire and l\Iain without oppofition; 
and were beginning fettlements even further eaftward. The French were · 
removed f:liOm their neighbourhood on the one fide, as alfo were the Dutch 
and Swedes on the other. The trade of the colonifi:s was extehfive · and 
no cufi:om-hDufe was. efiabli!hed. It is true, the aB:s of parliament ~f the 
1·2 th ~nd I sth of Kmg Charles II. for regulating the Plantation-trade, 
were I?· force, but the governor, whole bufinefs it was to carry them into 
executiOn, was annually to be elected by the people, who{( intereft it was 
}hat t?ey ihould not be 0bferved. S~me of .tl:e merchants and principal 
1nhab~tants became very wealthy, wh1le a fpint of indufl:ry and frugality 
pre:alled thtough the colony: but foon aftenvard happened a change of 
aifaus~ 

The 
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The nu~nber of fiudents in Harvard College was fo much iricreafed, 1672. 
that a contribution of r 8g5/. of which 8oo l. was colletl:ed in Bofion, was 
raifed to enlarge the building. \Vith this money, and fome other affift-
ance, a new college was erected, which retained the original n'lme : and, 
on this occafion, the general court palfed a new aB: for confirming the 
college-charter, granted in r 6 so, and for encouraging donations to it. 
Governor Bellingham died on the 7th of December, r672, in the eightieth 
year of his age: He was bred a lawyer, and was fevere in his principles 
againft the Anabaptifis and ~akers, but of incorrupted integrity. John 
Leveret, Efq. fucceeded Mr. Bel.lingham in the government of the Malfa-
chufets colony, . and foon after di~d Mr. Thomas Prince, governor of Ply- -
mouth colony, in the 7 3d year of his age, greatly beloved and univerfally · 
lamented, as a gentleman of amiable manners and uncorrupted integrity . . 

The ftriB: uni n which had fubfifted between the civil and ecdefiaftical · 
:parts of the. conftitution, became much weakened and. in danger of being 
broke ;. but neither the church;of New I-Iaven, nor the. elders. of the church 
of Bofton could E>e wholly juftified in this .difpute. 

The houfe of deputies appointed a committee to enquire into the pre~ ­
v.ailing evils. of the land, and they reported, among other caufes,.. the · 
declenfion from. the primitive foundation work; innovation in worfhip, 
opinion, and practice; . and invafions of the rights, liberties, . and pdvi­
leges of churches. 

Several of the min1fiers prefented' an adarefs to the general . court,. 
wherein they folemnly profei:fed that " they ftill adhered to the fafe and .. 
fober principles , of the congregational way, in oppofition . to feparation, . 
morellian, or anarchical confufion and licentious toleration." They made­
this profeffion to vindicate their integrity and innocency from the charge . 
of ionuvation.and apofiacr. .. · 

The whole colony were evidently·engaged· in this difpute; · for out of · 
fifty member&, the number of the houfe this year, there were only twenty 
of the former members ; which produced a profeffion, . " That . the court _ 
would adhere to the primitive. ends of their. coming over.; . and retain the 
fober prin~iples of the congregational' way, and the practice of their . 

_churches, In their pureft and moft athletic confiitution." · 

It is thus apparent, that the civil had .a great attachrnent .to the eccle .... · 
fi~dtical power; and as long _as the charter continued, ,the.clerical influence.: 
P,revailcd. 

SECT tON ; 
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. Mr. Leveret chofen governor of the Majfachufef-r in ~~73.-'Tbe war with 
the Indians, called P hilip' s war, in I 67 5 : zts orzgzn, progrefs, and con .. 
clujon. The Englijh troops enter the country .of the N_a:raganfe!s, a~d 
compel them to Jubmit to terms of peace an4 amzty. P_hzlzp and hu allzes 
defeated in fever a! engag_eme~ts. Mr~ J1Tzriflow appoznted general of the 
united forces of the rejpefizve colomes. The grand attac~ upon fivt 
thoufand Indians in their fortified fw_amp. Ra'l:lages commztted by tbt 
.Indians in 1676. The death qf P hzlzp, and end of the war. Remarks, 
-Ir!furreElion of the Indians in the eajlern parts of New England jup­
prejfed. General remarks. 

MR. Leveret was go~ernor ?f t~e Maffac?ufets colony. in 1673, and 
was annually continued till h1s death 1n r676. H1s father, Mr: 

Thomas Leveret, removed with his family from Bofton in Lincoln!hire, 
in 1633. 

The war with the Indians, commonly called Philip's war, broke out 
about this time, and endangered the very beiNg of the colony. The 
Engliih, on their arrival, had fuch ideas of the Sachems, that refpeCl: was 
fhewn them aLthe firfl:"meetings, in fon1e proportion to what would have 
been required by .the prince of a petty fiate in Europe: but the fordid 
minds of the beft of them, and the little authority they had over their own 
fubjeets, foon rendered them contemptible. At New Ply1nouth, the go­
vernor, in the firft treaty with Maffafoiet in r62o, acquainted him that 
King James confidered him as his good friend and ally; which was too 
great an honour for Maffafoiet, who was content to acknowledge the king 
to be his fovereign; and the next year the governor caufed the petty 
Sachems to fign an inftrument, in ·which they owned themfelves to be 
fubjetl: to Kit1g James. The domeftic quarrels of the Indians were a fur­
ther fecurity to the Engliih, who endeavoured to reftrain them from an 
·open ~ar ~ith each other; yet kept up fo tnuch contention as to prevent 
a comb1nat1.on, and. to make an appeal to the Engliili, as umpires, necef .. 
fary from time to time. 

Old Maffafoiet died in r662, after which his tvvo fons \Vamfutta and 
Metacomet came to the court of Plymouth, and requefied to have EnO'lifh 
names given them; whereupon the court named the elder brother liex­
ander, and the younger Philip: but notwithfianding their high pretenfions 

of 
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()f friendibip to the Eng1ifh, the court had foon after information that 
Alexander was foliciting the Narraganfets to make war upon them. He 
was prevented in this defign by Mr. Win:Oow, who brought him prifoner 
to Plytnouth, where he was treated with great humanity and refpeB:; but 
his great fpirit [welling with revenge for the difgrace he was under, threw 
him into a fever., which occafioned his death. He was fucceecled by his­
brother Philip, a bold and da1ing young man, who thought it his tempo­
rary interefi to defire the continuance of that amity which had fubfifted 
between the government of Plymouth and his late father and brother. At 
the fame time he promifed, " for himfelf and his fucceffors, to remain 

_ fubjeB:s to the King of England, his heirs and fucceffors; to obferve fuch 
conditions as had been formerly made, and particularly that he would not 
unjuftly raife war with any of the natives, or difpofe of any lands without· 
the privity and appointment of the Englifh governor;" who, in return, 
promifed " to continue with him in friendfhip, and to afford him fuch.­
affifiance and advice as they juftly might.". 

The Indians within the Maffachufets bouncfs were not under one gene­
ral Sachem, but divided into fma1ler governments, which were brought to· 
acknowledge the fubjeB:ion of the Mafrachufets: but the laws could not 
reftrain all perfons from felling mu-fkets or ammunition to the Indians,. 
who were generally furnilhed with both, and were become expert markf-­
men in I 67o, when the Pocanokets, or vVampanoags, under Philip, were 
fufpeC:ted of hoftil·e intentions, and he was charged by the Englifh with . 
being haughty, perfidious, and impious. In fact, they charged him ' ' with 
pride and ambition, in afpi ring to the fovereignty of a country, which he 
would have enjoyed as his inheritance if they had not prevented ; with 
perfidy, in breaking promifes made while under refiraint, and in the 
power of thofe to whom they were made; and with impiety, in refufing to , 
receive his religion from his enemies." 

Philip was induced to meet the Englifh commiffioners at T aun ton; 
where a writing was drawn up, which he confented to fi gn , acknowledg­
ing his pafi breach of faith, and prom.ifing future fidel ity. He thereby 
alfo engaged, " to refig n up to the government of New Plymouth all his 
Englifh arms, to be kept by them for their fecuri ty, fo long as they lhould 
fee re1fon." H is fubmitting to the ackncwledgment in writing was of 
little confequence; becaufe the Indians in general will promife any thing 
required of them to remove an impending danger, or to procure an imme..: 
diate benefit. Accordingly, when Philip \Vas at liberty, he thought no 
more of his engagements; and many Hrange Indians reforted to him. 

At 
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At this time there was a breach in the union between the colonies 
:from fame mifunderftandings, which were foon retl:ified, and fome al­
terations made in the articles. The court of Plymouth wrote to the Maf..: 
fachufets, that they were preparing. to mak~ war a~ainft Phil~p, who 
came to Bofion, and agreed " for htmfelf, hts counctl, and fubjetl:s, to 
acknowledge themfelves fubjeet to the King of England, and the govern .. 
ment of New Plymouth, and to their laws. To pay unto the govern~ 
ment of Plymouth one hundred pounds in fuch things as he had, in the 
term of three years. To fend unto the governor five wolves heads 
yearly. To fettle any difference between his people and the Engliili. 
To make no war without the governor's approbation; and not to dif­
pofe of any lands without his confent." 

'The Englifh were too much inclined to confider the Indians as a race 
of 'beings by nature inferior to them, and born to fervitude. Philip was 
a man of high fpirit, who could not bear to fee the Englifh extending 
their fettlements over the dominions of his ancefiors, and he could never 
reft until he brought on the war which ended in his defiruCl:ion. 

War was proclaimed in Bofion againfi the Dutch, on the Q8th of May, 
I 672, in confequence of the King's declaration of war publiilied in 
England; and this was the firft inftance of any public declaration of 
·war in the colony. About the fame time, the union between the three 
colonies was renewed by commiffioners, and ratified by the general court 
at Bofion. The commiffioners were now to meet but once in three years, 
unlefs upon extraordinary occafions ; and the proportion of men, for 
any general fervice, was fettled for fifteen years to come as follows; Maf­
fachufets roo, Plymouth 30, and ConneCticut 6o. 

The timber cafile at the entrance of Boiton harbour \Vas accidental-ly 
deftroyed by fire, on the 2 I fi of March I 67 3 ; after which, a new for­
·trefs of ftone was ereCted, faid then to be a ftrong work. 

From I 67 I to I 67 4 there appears no material tranfaB:ion relative to 
the Indians.; but i.t is affirmed~ th.at Phili p was all that tin1e engaging 
t?en1 ·to umte agamft the Enghfh 111 all parts of the colony. His prin­
Cipal feat of refidence was at Mount Hope, from whence he removed to 
oth~r places for hunting and fifhing, particularly to Namaiket or ~1iddle­
borough; and he had a hunting-houfe in Taunton, near a fwamp called 
th.e Fowling-pond, . which was afterward fet off from Taunton, and 
wnh other land.s ~ade a town by the name of Raynham. The Indians 
about Hadley Intimated the defigns of Philip, whom the Narraganfets 
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were to furnifh with four thoufand men. The war was hurried on by 
a piece of revenge which Philip caufed to be taken upon John Saufarnan, 
a praying Indian , who had been brought up in the profeffion of the 
Chriftian religion, and difcovered to the governor of Plymouth the hof­
tile meafures that were taking by Philip ; on which . account the latter 
got Saufaman aifaffinated as he was travell ing the country alone. The 
murder was foon difcovered, and the two murderers apprehended by 
the governor of Plymouth, who had thetn tried by a jury, half of whom 
were Indians, upon whofe verdiB: they were conv.iB:ed, and executed, ac ... 
cording to the Englifh laws. 

l\1r. WinDow was then governor of Plymouth, and wrote to Mr. 1675· 
Leveret, the Maffachufets governor, as following : '' I do folernnly pro-
fefs we know not any thing, from us, that might put Philip upon thefe 
motions; nor have heard that he pretends to have fuffered any wrong 
from us, fave only that we had killed fome Indians; and intended to 
fend for himfelf for the murder of Saufaman* ." This action of Philip, 
in procuring the death of that India~, who had been his principal coun-
fellor and fecretary, was confidered as a horrid crime ; but Phili p looked 
on Saufaman as a traitor and renegade, who had juftly forfeited his life. 
The Indians left murderers to the revenge of relations and friends; but 
punifhed traitors by public execution. 

The Indians at this time were not the fame kind of men as when Mr. 
Winflow the father firft went againft them. The Engliih had been al­
moft fixty years among them, and had taught them, among other cuf­
toms, one very dangerous, the ufe and praCl:ice of arms. 

Philip was enraged at the punifhment of his fubjeB:s by the Engliih 
laws; he affembled a numerous body of men, and plundered iome part 
of the colony in the neighborhood of Swanzey, where an Engliihman 
was fo provoked, that he fired upon an Indian, and wounded him. The 
Indians killed and wounded feveral Englifhmen.; upon which the Maf­
fachufets and .Plymouth troops affembled, and marched to Swanzey, 
where they eflablilhed their head-quarters, being in all about three hun­
dred men, under the command of Major Savage and Captain Cudworth, 
who purfued the Indians into a fwamp, and then ravaged their towns. 

The Ma£fachufets government fent Captain Hutchinfon as their com­
miffioner to treat with the Naraganfets, who favoured Philip in their hearts, 

VoL. I. 
* Dated ] uly 4th, 167 5· 

T and 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F B R I T I S H A M E R I C A. 

and waited only a convenient _opportunity to declare openly for h~m : 
but the Englifh army marched 1nto the Naraganfet country, and obliged 
thofe Indians to fubmit to the following terms : " I. That the Sachems 
fhould feize and deliver up to the Englifh governments all fuch of Phi ... 
lip's fubjeB:s as fhould corn:- withi? _their ter~itori~s. 2. ~hat they ~ould 
ufe all aCts of hofl:ility aga1nfl: Phdtp and h1s fubjefrs until a ceffatwn of 
arms. 3· That they iliould make fatisfaB:ion to t?e Englifh _for all in­
juries, or deliver the offenders. 4· That all hofhle preparatiOns !hould 
ceafe. 5. That the Sachems iliould deliver up four of their principal 
men as hofl:ages for the performance of this agreement. 6. The com­
miffioners engaged to the· Sachems, that if they fhould feize and deliver up 
Philip alive, they fhould receive forty trucking cloth coats; or twenty, if 
they brought in his head ; for each of his fubjeB:s, the deliverer ibould re­
ceive two coats, and one coat for every head. 7. The Sachems renewed 
and confirmed to the Englifh all former grants. 8. And folemnly agreed 
to remain true friends to the Englifh governments." 

When the treaty was concluded, the Engliili forces returned to Taun­
ton, and purfued Philip into a fwamp, where they lofl: fifteen men, and 
killed feveral of the enemy, but were obliged to abandon the enterprize; 
which encouraged other Indians to commence hofl:ilities. 

The Nip!}ets killed five people in the Maffachufets colony; whereupon 
Captain Hutchinf6n was fent with twenty horfemen to ~abaog, or 
Brookfield, from whence fame of the principal inhabitants accompanied 
him towa,.rd the chief town of the Nipnets, who formed an ambulh of 
three hundred men, and killed fixteen Engli!h, am{)ng whom was Cap­
tain Hutchinfon. The others efcaped to ~abaog, where the Indians 
purfued, and burnt almofl:, all the houfes in the town. 

Philip efcaped from the f:vamp at Pocaifet, and joined the Nipnets in 
another fwamp about ten miles from Brookfield, with about forty men, 
befide women and children. The Indians upon Connecticut River began 
their hofl:ilities about the fame time ; as likewife thofe upon Merrimack 
River; whereby the utmoft terror was ftruck through the whole Ma!fa­
chufets colony: but Plymouth was lefs affected, becaufe the Naraganfets 
had not engaged. 

Several :fkirmi£hes happened about Hatfield, in which the Indians bad 
the advantage. Hadley ~as attacked on the rft of September, while the 
people :vere at church, as 1t was a Fail: Day; which broke up the fervice, 
and obhged them from pr ~1yers to have recourfe to arms. vVhile they 
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'Y re in the utmofl: confufion, a grave perfon is faid fuddeniy to have ap · 
peared in t e midfl: of them, and not only encouraged the congrega tio n 
to clef nd themfelves, but fet himfelf at their head, and led them on to 
encounter the enemy, who by his condutl: were repulfed. As fudde n1y1 
the d liverer of Hadley difappeared; and the people were left in confier­
n :ltion, utterly unable to account for this firange phenomenon, which it 
feems they \Yere never able to explain*. 

The commanders in that part of the country began to garrifon the 
towns, and to collect a magazine of provifions at Hadley. About four 
thoufand bu:fhels of corn were in fiacks at Deerfie1d, where C(lptain Lo­
throp was fent, with eighty men, to guard it down in carts: but they 
were attacked by eight hundred Indians, who cut off all the Englifh ex­
cept eight. Captain l\1ofeley was then quartered with his company at 
Deerfield, and came out too late to refcue Captain Lothrop; but he kept 
his men compatl:, and fought the whole number of Indians three hours, 
with the lofs of only two men, until Major Treat came to his affifiance, 
with one hundred and fixty Mohegin Indians, and put the enemy to 
flight. 

The Springfield Indians had lived in fuch a good correfpondence with the 
Eng1ifh for about forty years, that great confidence was repofed in them; 
but Philip induced them to take his part, and join in a plot to defiroy 
the town. The firatagem was happily difcovered; though too late to 
prevent the Indians from defiroying feveral houfes and barns. This in­
fiance of perfidy appears to have increafed the jealoufies and fufpicions 
of the other Indians in the vicinity of Bofion, although many went out 
with the Englifh forces againfi the enemy. 

An alarm was made at Bofion, about ten in the morning, on the Q3d 
of September, when twelve hundred men were in arms before eleven, 
and all difmiffed before twelve, as it proved a falfe fignal by an intoxicated 
centinel. At the feffions in OB:ober, the general court ordered, " That 
no perfon :!hould entertain, own, or countenance any Indian, under the 
the penalty of being a ,betrayer of the Maffachufets government. That 
a guard be fet at the entrance of the town of Bofion ; and that no In­
dian be fuffered to enter without a guard of muiketeers, and not to lodge 
in town. That any perfon might apprehend an Indian, finding ·him in 
town, or approaching it, and that none be permitted to come in by wa­
ter." Articles of war were alfo agreed upon by the general court, for the 
better difcipline of their forces. 

* Anecdote from Governor Levtret's family. 
T ~ The 
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The Indians attacked Hatficld with all their force and fury, hut were 
repulfcd, and withdrew to the . Naraga~fets country~ whic~ they ma.de 
.their general Tcndezvous. The comu11ffioners of the Un1~ed Colomes 
therefore agreed, to raife one thoufand men, and march agatnft the ene­
wy. The Maifachufets were to rai~e five hundred ~nd twenty-feven; 
the remainder by the other two colon1es ; and Mr. W1nilow, the gover­
nor of Plymout?, was appointed general. 

The Maifachufets forces marched from Bofton, on the 8th of Decem­
ber, and were joined at Pettyguamfcot, on the I 8th, by the Plymouth 
and ConneCticut men. The night was fiormy, and the men had no 
covering; but, at break of day, they marched through the fnow about 
iiftcen miles, until noon, when they arrived at the edge of the fwamp 
where the enemy lay, to the number of about five thoufand men, who 
knew of the anny coming againft them, and fortified themfelves with 
all the art and firength in their power. The Engli!h, fuddenly and un­
expeB:edly fell in upon this feat of the enemy, without drawing up in 
order of battle, or confulting how to begin the aifault. The Indians 
fired upon the Englilh as they entered the fwamp, and followed them to 
their fortrefs, which was upon a rifing ground, in the middle of the 
fwamp, pallifadoed all round, and within a thick hedge. At one corner 
only, was a gap the length of one log, where the breaft-work was not 
above four or five feet high : but the Indians had placed· a block-houfe 
oppofite this paffage, at which the Englilh could enter, and no where 
elfe. The captains entered at the head of their companies : the two firfi, 
Johnfon and Davenport, were ihot dead at the entrance, as were many 
of their men ; befide the Captains Gardner, Gallop, Siely, and l\1ar­
fha1, likewife loft their lives. \Vhen the Engliili were entered, they at­
tacked the Indians, who fought defperately, and beat the Englifh out of 
the fort; but the Englifh continued their attack about three hours, and 
~heir advantage was fuch, that they began to fire the wigwams, which 
were five or fix hundred, and in many of them the Indian women and 
c~ildren per.ifhed; while the furvivors fled into a cedar fwamp at a little 
dtfl:.anc~, without any neceifaries of life. The day was almoft fpent, 
wh1cb Induced the Englifh to retire, with their dead and wounded men, 
who were e~ghty-five killed, and a hundred and forty-five wounded; 
but the Ind1aus loft one thoufand fighting men in the atlion befide 
many o~d men, wom~n, and children, who perifbed by the fir'e, cold, 
an~ famme. The Ind~ans repoifeifed their fort, and the Englifh forces 
:et1red to Bofton. Thts was a very gallant aCtion, and the memory of 
1t ought to be prefcrved, for the honour of thofe that were engaged in it. 

The 
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The Indians abandoned the Naraganfet country, and affaulted Lan- I 676. 
cafter, on the 10th of February, when they burnt fome houfes, and 
killed or captivated forty-two perfons, among whom were Mrs. Row-· 
1andfon, who was the minifl:er's wife, and her children. Mifchief was alfo 
done at l\1arlboro~ugh, Chelmsford, and Sudbury, about the fame time: 
but; Dn the ~I fl:, the Indians fell upon Medfield, in which were two 
hundred and fifty foldiers, who were unable to prevent them from burn-
ing half the town, and killing eighteen of the inhabitants. The in-·-
dians alfo burnt feven houfes at W eyrnouth on the ~5th; but they corn--
mitted no farther aas of hofl:ility nearer to Bofion, which was about feven · 
teen miles difl:ant. 

Where Philip fpent the winter was ·never certain1y known; fome con--­
jeB:ured that he \vent to the Moha,;vks, others that he ventured to Ca­
nada, which his friends faid was his intention in the fall. He knew the 
premium fet upon his head, therefore difguifed and concealed himfelf . 
fo that little was heard of him until about the time he was ilain. 

In :rv1arch, the Indians attacked Northampton and Springfield, 'upon· 
'ConneCticut River, Groton, Sudbury, and Marlboroy.gh, in the Maifa­
chufets ; as alfo Warwick and Providence in Rhode ffiand; where they 
committed great ravages, burning the houfes, defhoying the cattle, and 
maffacring the inhabitants. Captain Peirce, at the head of fifty Englifh, 
and twenty Indians of Cape Cod, were drawn into an ambuihment, and 
furrounded by five hundred Indians, who killed every Englifhman, and 
mofi of the friendly Indians; but the Englifh fought fo valiantly that theyr 
flew about one hundred and fifty of the enemy. After this, the Indians 
burnt forty houfes, befides barns, at Rehoboth. 

In April, the ConneCticut men, under Mr. George Denifon of Ston­
ington, killed and took prifoners forty-four of the enemy; and foon af­
ter he took and flew feventy-fix more, without the lofs of a man in ei­
ther of thefe exploits. Between thefe two fuccefsful aCtions happened 
an unfortunante one for the Ma£fachufets, who loft Captain W adfworth~ . 
.and fifty of his men, in attempting to relieve Sudbury. 

In May and June, the enemy appeared in various parts of the colony; ~ 
but their vigour abated, as their diftre£fes increafed; while the Mohawk& 
attacked and killed_ fifty of them. 

In July, the Conneaicut forces killed or took one hundred aud forty of 
.the enemy in the Naraganfet country. The Maffachufets and Plymouth 
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'volunteers were equally fucccfsful in feveral parts ; but no commander 
was more fortunate than Colonel Church*, of Plymouth colony, who 
made Philip his principal objetl:, upon whofe lif~ or death dep~nded war 
or peace. The captai1~ was in~ormed by an Indian, that Phlltp was re­
turned with many Ind1ans to h1s old quarters at Mount Hope, where he 
might be eafily furprized. Parties \Vere fen~ out, who broug~t in ~any 
Indians, and tnore furrendered upon prom1fe of 1nercy, whtch obliged 
Philip to feek for his own fecurity. He fled frorn one fwarnp to another, 
abandoned by his friends, until his uncle and fi.fier, and at lafi his wife 
and fon, were taken prifoners. Reduced to this miferable condition, he 
·was kiiled, on the IQ th of Augufl:, as he was flying from a party under 
·Colonel Church, out of a fwamp near l\1ount Hope. P~n Indian iliot him 
through the heart: his body was quartered and fet upon poles, and his 
head was carried in public to Plymouth, where his ikull was preferved as 
.a curiofi.ty. 

This was a fini!hing :fl:roke, as the parties of Indians that remained un­
fubdued were drove from one fwamp to another; fo that before winter, 
mofi of them were killed, taken, or obliged to furrender; though a fe\V 
fled to the difiant Indians, or the French. In all the prornifes of mercy, 
thofe were excepted who had been principal afrors in any murders of the 
Engliih; and none had promife made of any thing more than their lives. 
Many of the chiefs were therefore executed at Bofion and Plymoutb; 
m oft of the others were fold, and ilii pped off for fla ves to Bermudas and 
·other parts. There was fcarce a family in the two colonies that had not 
·loft a relation or friend, and the people in general were much exafperated. 

!he Indians in the eafie!n parts of New England had fironger provo­
-catwns to quarrel with the Engliih than thofe in the wefiern and fouthern 
parts. !he Indians bordering on the province, of l\.t1aine and New 
Hampili.ue, beyond ~ifcataqua River, had carried on a very profitable 
trade with the Enghili, who had fettled there from the Maffachufets. 
They .tre.ated the natives like fl~ves, of which they were truly fenfible; 
and w1th!n a month after breakmg out of the Philippic war, they gave 
the Enghili to underfiand, they would bear their infults no longer. En .. 
com·aged by the example of the Warnpanoags, Naraganfets, Nipmucs, 
Saco~ets, and P~caffets,. the Tarenteens, or eafiern Indians, fell upon the 
E?ghlh, defl:~oy1ng theu houfes and plantations as often as they had a 
fa1r opportumty. 

, • He publi!hed an accou t of his campaign. 
'The 
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The governm nt at Bofton, informed of the diftrefs that the Englifh 
were in, [i nt a body of 1nen to their relief, under the command of Captain 
Hathorn, C1ptain Syll, and others, who furprized four hundred Indians, 
as they were bufy in plundering Major Waldron's houfe at ~ochecho, 
and took them all prifoners. About two hundred, who were found in 
arms, were fold for ilaves; a few were executed for having been guilty 
of murder ; and the others were difmiffed, on a promife of committing no 
farther hofl:ili ties. 

This blow difpofed the favages to treat with the governor and council of 
. the Maffachufets; fo that articles were : bTeed upon about three months 
after the death of the Sachem Philip, between them and the Sachems of 
Penobfcot, who paid fuch little regard to the articles, that the Maffachufets 
were obliged to fend Major \Valdron, with two hundred men, to fee them 
executed. This intimidated the Indians, who concluded a kind of general· 
peace, on terms not very honourable for the Englifh, who were to allow 
a certain quantity of corn yearly to the Indians, and pay a quit-rent for. 
their lands. 

Such was the end of this Indian war, that had continued eighteen· 
n1onths; in which the Englifh loft about three hundred and forty men, . 
but above three thoufand Indians periilied. This was a fatal £hoke to the 
favages, who were perpetually dwindling away by inteftine wars and new 
difeafes; while the colonifl:s frequently had recruits from England, ancf 
built feveral new towns and forts, in New Hampfhire and Main, within. 
a few years. 

In the height of the difirefs of the war, and while the authority of the· 
colony was contending with the natives for the poifeffion oft 1e foil, com­
plaints were making in England, which firuck at the powers of govern­
ment; and an enquiry was fet on foot, which was continued from time 
to time, until it finally iifued in a quo warranto, and judgment againfr 
the charter thereupon. 

SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 

Age1tls Jeut to England to atywer the complaint.r atainfl the coloni)ls in 
1677.-Mr. Leveret dies, and is fucce~ded hy ~zmon Br~c!Jl.reet, Efq. 
as govenzo:· of the Majfachufets. Mr. Wzn:throp dzes, and u jucc~eded hy 
ff/illiam Le et, Efq. as governor of ConneClzcut and New Haven, m. I 6 7~. 
-The cafe of the governor and company of.MaJ!achuJe.ts Bay deczded zn 
1679· ·The colonijls Jubmit to tbe regulatwns made tn England. The 
ag·ents return from England to Boflon •zvith the King's letter,. and requi-

Jitions for the better go'7.Jernment if tbe colon!. Ne:v Hampjbtre '!lade an 
independent government, and John Cut!, Ejq. appomted prejid~nt m r68r. 
-Mr. Dudley and Mr. Richards fent as agents to England, m r682, to 
difend the .Majfachzifets .charter, then threatened with a quo warranto. 
The vote qf the governor mzd ajfyrants !hereon in I 6~3. The New 
Er:glaud charters Jurrendered. Henry Cranfield Ef~· app?inted governor 
if Ne"W Eng·land in I 684. 1-Gng JamfS · II. proclazmed zn Bqjlon. .Mr. 
Dudley appointed prejident in r686. Refolutions if him and his council 

. CQneerning· their commijjion. 

M .R. Randolph was fent to the MafTachufets with his l\t1ajefiy's letter 
of March 1oth, 167 5-6, and copies of the petitions of Mafon and 

Gorges. The King comn1anded that agents :lhould be fent over, to ap· 
pear before him in fix months after the receipt of the letter, fully in­
ftruCl:ed and impowered to anfwer. Governor Leveret fummoned a fpecial 
court, to meet on the gth of Augufi, when it was agreed, " That it 
feemed unto them the moft expedient way of making anfwer unto the 
complaints of Gorges and Mafon, about the extent of the patent line, to 
do it by appointment of agents, to appear and make anfwer for them; fo 
as to negociate the affair with fafety unto the country, and ·with all duty 
and loyalty unto his Majefty, in the prefervation of their patent liberties~,, 
to which the reafons for their opinion were fubjoined. 

Mr. William Stoughton and Mr. Peter Bu1kley were chofen agents, and 
w~nt to England, w.here a hearing was had before the Lords of the Com­
.mit.tee of the Council, upon the principal parts of their agency, in both of 
whtc'h they w~re u?fuccefsful. The province of Main was confirmed to 

· Gorge~ a,nd h.ts h~us, both as ~o foil and governn.1ent; and with !·efpeCt 
to Mafo? s claim, It was d.etermined, that the Mafiachufets had a nght to 
three miles north of Mernmack River, to follow the courfe of the river fo 
far as it extended : and that the expreflions in the charter could nor war­
rant the over-reaching thofe bounds by imaginary lines. 

Governor 
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Governor Leveret died, and was fucceedeu by Simon Bradfireet, Efq. 
John vVinthrop, Efq. governor of the United Colonies, of Connecticut 

• and New Haven, alfo died about the fame time, and wa& fucceeded by 
William Leet, Efq. who had formerly been governor. 

ln a1l the confufions of grants, or copies of grants, the greatefi firefs 
·was laid upon that of the 7th of November 1629: upon which occafion, 
Sir William Jones, his lVIajefiy's attorney-general in Eng1and, gave his 
opinion upon the whole cafe, which was entirely in favour of the colonifis; 
and a commiffion was iifued from the crown for the government of New 
Hampfhire; whereupon the Maifachufets defified from any further 
exercife of jurifdiction; except as to the towns of Saliibury, Ameibury, 
and Haverhill, which, by their original grants from the Mafiachufets eo­
luny, extended above three 1niles from l\1errimack. · 

The ~akers renewed their comp1aints againfi the colony, for recent 
acts of intolerance; and fome other regulations occafioned murmurs 
among the general part of the inhabitants, who found that exceffive pe­
nalties prevented profecutions, and that multiplying laws, with fuch pe­
nalties, impaired the weight and authority of the penal laws. 

Several addreffes were made to the King from the general court, who 
paffed fome laws in favour of the crown; particularly an aCt to punifh 
high treafon with death; and another, requiring all perfons above fixteen 
years of age to take the oaths of allegiance, on pain of fine and imprifon­
ment. The .governor and magifl:rates took thofe oaths without any re­
fervation: the King's arms were ordered to be carved, and put up in the 
court-houfe; hut it was .a more difficult thing to conform to the aB:s of 
trade, which the colofiifts at firfi apprehended to be an invafion of their 
rights, liberties, and properties. They foon after, however, fubmitted to 
the aB:s of navigation and trade, which they ordered punCtually to be 
obferved, confidering that they were colonifts, and therefore fubjeet to the 
cootroul of the parent ftate. 

This year died Jofiah Winf1ow, Efq. governor of Plymouth colony, I68o. 
and the firfi New Engliihman that was advanced to that honour. He was 
fucceeded by Robert Treat, Efq. and Mr. Thomas Danforth was appointed 
deputy-governor of the l\!Iaifachufets, in which office he continued with 
governor Bradfireet until the diffolution of the .government. 

The agents were detained in England until this time, and thought them­
fe1ves not at liberty to return without the exprefs permiffion of his Ma-

VoL. I. U jefiy: 
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jefty: but the popilh plot prevented an attention to plantation affalrs, 
and the agents were difmiffed at London, from whence they. c~me to 
Bofion, with the King's letter of the 24th of July 1679, conta1n1ng the 
following requifitions ~ 

" I. That agents be fent ?ver i_n fix months,. fully infiruB:ed t.~ anfwer­
and tranfaCl what was undetermined at that time. II. That hoerty ef 
conf_cience be given to fuch perfons as deiired to ferve God in the way of 
the Church of England, fo as not to b~ difcou?~enanced from iharing in 
the government, o-r fubjeCled to other Incapac1t1es. Ill. That no other· 
difi:inttion be obferved in making of freemen, than that they had compe­
tent efl:ates rateable at ten £billings, according to the rules of the place, 
and that f~ch, in their turns, be capable of the rnagifiracy, and all laws. 
1nade void that obftrutted the fame. IV .. That the ancient number of 
eighteen affiftants fhouid be obferved, ~s by charter. V. Tha~ .all perfons 
in office fhould take the oath of allegiance. VI. That all mthtary corn­
millions, as well as the proceedings of juftice, fhould run in his l\1ajefiy's. 
name. VII. That all laws repugnant to the laws of England for trade.,. 
!hould be aboliihed." 

Few objeClions were made to thefe infiructions, and the colony of Main 
continued under the proteClion of the Maffachufets; but New Hampihire 
was made an independent government, and John Cutt, Efq. was appointed 
the firfi prefideut. 

The defign of taking a'way the colony charters now became evident; 
and a new matter of charge was brought in England againfi the Ma[a .. 
chufets; which was the coinage of money. The colonifis alleged that 
this c_ufiom be~an in the times of the late confufions, to prevent fra~ds on 
the p1eces of e1ght current among them; and if they had trefpaffed upon. 
the royal preroga:tive, it w~s through ignorance •. 

Mr. Du~Ier and Mr. Richards were difpatch~d as agents to England; 
and a _Pubhc fa~ was obferved throughout the colony, to pray for the pre­
fervatwn of theu charter and fuccefs to the agency. The agents, in their 
firflletter . to. the general_ court,. acquainted. them, " that his Majefiy was. 
greatly provoked by the1r fo long neglecting to fend agents;. and they 
de~red t~e co~rt to confider whether it was befi: to hazard all, rather than 
fatlsfy h1s MaJefl:y a.s to th: mode of fubmiffion to the laws for regulating 
trade, fince they fenoully Intended to fubmit to the fubfiance." 

Lord 
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Lord Radnor and Sir Lionel Jenkins thre~tened that a quo warranto 
fhould proceed: the colonifis refented it, and were determined to make no 
conceffions of any privileges conferred upon the chartered colony. 

T47 

It was determined a quo warranto ihould go againfi the charter, and 1683. 
that Randolph iliould be the meffenger of death. This man was an agent 
for the King, and endeavoured all in his power to ruin the colony. 

The agents arrived at Bofion on the 23d of Otl:ober I 683 ; foon after 
Randolph came over with the quo warranto, and a declaration from the 
K.ing, that " if the colony before profecution would make full fubmiffion 
to his pleafure, he would regulate their charter for his fervice and their 
good.'' 

Two hundred copies of the proceedings againft the charter of the city 
of London were fent, at the fame time, by advice of the privy-council, to 
Qe difperfed through the . province: but the governor and major part of 
the affiftants defpairing of any fuccefs from fuch a defence, paffed the 
following vote : 

" The magiftrates have voted, that an humble addrefs be fent to his 
Majefty, declaring they would not prefu me to contend with him in a courfe 
of law; but fubmitted to his pleafure: And, for faving a default for non­
appearance up.on the return of the writ of quo warranto, that proper per­
fans be em powered to make defence., 

There was not the leaft pretence of mifgovernment againfi the Ply­
mouth company in their quo warranto; but thofe writs for Connecticut 
and New Haven were accompanied with a letter from the King, figni­
fying, if they refigned their charter, they might take their choice of 
being under either Bofton or New York. They petitioned to remain as 
they were; in which they judged very right. 

Rhode Hland had a valuable charter; but the government there faw it 
was in vain to difpute with a King, who had forced the city of London 
to change its ancient rights and privileges for his will and pleafure, and 
fubmitted to that mark of flavery. Hamp!hire and Main never had a 
charter; but a fort of aifociation, which they readi1y refigned into the 
hands of his Majefiy, and afterward became a royal government, inde­
pendent of the Ma£fachufets. 

u 2 King 
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King Charles having thus feized the charters of New England, fent 
over Henry Cranfield, Efq. to be governor, by a royal commiffion, which 
fuperfeded Mr. Bradftreet, governor of the Maifachufets, Mr. Leet, go­
vernor of Connecticut and New Haven, and Mr. Treat governor of Ply­
tnouth: but the King died before any new gover.nm~nt 'vas ~ettled; a~d 
King James was proclaimed, on the zoth of Apnl, 1n the h1gh fireet 1n 
Bofton, with great ceremony. 

The fymptoms of an expiring confl:itution were frill to be difcovered; 
and feveral of the towns neglected to fend their deputies, fo that little 
bufinefs was done at the court. There appears to have been as much in­
difference in the legiflature about public affairs in 1685, as they expefred 
to be fuperfeded every day. The colonifis were informed that Colonel 
Kirke was to be their governor, which made their condition feem very 
deplorable. 

The e1ection for 1686 was on the IQth of May, when Jofeph Dudley, 
Efq. being left out, Mr. Stoughton refufed to ferve; and, on the 15th, 
the Rofe frigate arrived from England, with a commiffion to Mr. Dudley, 
as pref1dent, and fome others, gentlemen of the council, to take upon 
them the adminiitration of government. A copy of the commiffion was 
prefented, and the following anf\Yer refolved upon by the court: 

" That they conceived, Firft, That there was no certain determinate 
rule for the adrniniftration of juftice; and that which was, feemed to be 
too arbitrary. Secondly, That the fubjeB:s were abridged of their liberty 
as Englifhmen, both in the matters of legiflation and in laying o:f taxes, 
and indee~ the whole unqueftion~d privilege of the fubjefr transferred upon 
the comm~ffioner~ there not be1ng the leaft mention of an aifembly in 
the co~nrn1ffion; and therefore the court thought it highly concerned the 
commdiioners to confider whether fuch a commiffion was fafe for the 
whole: But if the ~ommiffioners were w fatisfied therein as that they 
held themfelves · obliged thereby, and took upon thetn the govern­
ment, although the court could not give their atfent thereto, yet they 
hoped they fuould demean themfelves as true and loyal fubjeCl:s to his 
Majefty." 

The pr~fident and council met o? the 25th, when the royal commiffion 
was pubhfhed. The court appmnted a committee to take into their 
cuftody fuch papers as referred to the charter, and titles of land~ by pur-

chafe 
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d1afe frotn the Indians or otherwife; which they ordered their fecretary to 
deliver, and adjourned to the fecond Wednefday in OClober. 

About this time Mr. Hinckley, governor of New Plymou~h, fent an 
account of the praying Indians, then in that colony, to the corporation in 
England; whereby it appeared, they amounted to 1439, befide boys and 
girls under twelve years of ageL which were fuppofed to be above fou~r 
thoufand. 

SECTION 
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S E C T I 0 N VII. 

From the dijfolution if tb~ charter in 1686, until the arrival of theprfNince 
charter in 1692. 

T HERE are no public records from the d~ifolution of the old charter 
government in 1686, until the refioration of it in 1689; and if there 

was any book of records, it was fecreted or defiroyed. 

Mr. Dudley's adminifiration was lhort, and not very oppreffive. The 
houfe of deputies, indeed, was entirely laid afide; but the people fuffered 
little from the change. Of a prefident and eightee~ members of the 
council, there was only one of the Church of England: The juftices of 
peace and oHicers of the militia were congregational men; fo that in the 
1nain, the perfons only, and not the government, were changed*." 

Mr. Dudley the prefident, and Mr. Stoughton deputy-prefident, pro· 
feffed a great attachment to the intereft of the colony, whofe church-wor­
:f.bip had no moleftation; and !he civil jurifdiB:ion was managed as for­
merly. Trials were by juries as ufual, and even in the vice-court of 
admiralty, with fome exceptions as to the power of the marfhal in re­
turning juroro. Mr. Dudley confidered himfelf as appointed to preferve 
the affairs of the colony from confufion until a governor arrived, and a 
rule of adminifiration fhould be firmly afcertained: As prefident and 
ordinary, he took all matters of wills and adminiftrations into his own 
hands; fo that in general the old colony-laws were obferved, though the 
i?;overnment which framed them was diifolved. 

Connecticut, Plymouth, and Rhode lfland continued their former ad­
minifiration, until the arrival of Sir Edmund Andros, a poor knight of 
Guernfey, who had a commiffion from King James for the government 
of New England, and landed at Bofion on the 20th of December when 
his commiffion was publi!hed. ' 

This Sir Edmund Andros had been governor of New York and the 
beginning of his ad~iniftration in New England promifed ver~ falutary 
vtews. He made the firongeft profeffions of regard to the public good 

* Randolph's Letter to the Archbiihop of Canterbury. 
2 and 
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and the welfare of the people, both of tnerchants and planters ; d1red:ed 
judges to adminifl:er juftice according to the cuftom of the place; ordered· 
the former eftabliihed rules to be obfcrved, as to rates and taxes; as alfo 
that all the colony laws, not iuconfiflent with his commiffion, iliould. 
be in force. 

The major part of his council * were inclined to the public intereft,; 
and would have continued under the old form of government. With a~ 
proper firmnefs of mind, they might have been ferviceable while they 
held their places in coun ·il ;. but they were like the reeds of their co­
lony, and bowed before the blafts. of Engliih power. 

Sir Edmund And'ros has been reprefented as a bigotted Papifl:; nor is­
it impoffible. l-Ie had. no affeCtion for his new council of New England, 
yet he made fom.e of them his confident&: it was not long, however, be- · 
fore the cafe of fome, who apprehended them:felves oppreifed, came under 
conftderation; when one of the coancil told them, ''They mufi not think 
the privileges of Engliilimen would follow them to the end of world.'' 
Thi~ gave an alarm through- the government, which. has never been 
fDrg_ot •. 

There was-but one epifcopal miniHer in the country ;· and' Sir Edmund, 
confidered the congregational miniflers as laymen only; though there · 
had been few inftances of even occafional aifemblies for religious wor­
fb.jp according to the rites and ceremonies of the church of England for 
tlfMrard of fifty year?. One of the firfl ac:ts of power, after the change 
Qf govenunent, wa& the refhaint of the prefs, and Randolph was licen· 
fer : but the moft grievous reftraint was that upon marriages, as none · .:.:•~ 
wee ~I.lowed tO: m~x:ry except they entered into bonds with fureties to . 
the governor, to be forfeited if there . iliould afterward appear to have· 
beerJ any lawful impedi-ment. 

Tie King.fav.oured them with a geReral toler.ation, which. diffi.pated~ 
the ftars of the people from a perfecutio"n-; but the more intelligent per ... 
fDnS ufpeCled this as an introdudion to popery. Swearing by the book, . 
whicb had never· been praB:iied, was now introduced, and fuch as fcru-­
p1ed i were fined or imprifoned.. The ·fees· to all Qfficers had been very­
low u1der the charter ;. but they became · exorbitant under the new ad~ 
minithation •. 

* 'thefe are not apparent upon any lift, 
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As the charter was vacated, the greatefLprofits arofe from patents for 
lands; and the people were told they ha.d no titles to their efiates, be .. 
caufe the o-eneral court had not made thetr grants under the colony feal. 
In the lat~r part of the a<.lminifl:ration, property became more precarious, 
and petitions were greatly multiplied. The governor and fome of his 
council impofed arbitrary taxes upon the people, who thought themfelves 
intitled to the liberties and immunities of free and natural-born Englilh 
ftibjefrs, and that confequently no money ought to"b~ exaCted fr~m them 
but by their reprefentatives. They had no expeC1at10n that thetr char .. 
ter privileges in general would be refiored ; but they hoped to be allowed a 
a houfe of reprefentatives, even under fo arbitrary a prince. 

T 'here was a· general fubmiffion to the taxes, and the affefiinents 
were proportioned upon the inhabitants of the towns by officers aP" 
pointed by themfelves; which makes it probable, that this was the rea .. 
fon of -continuing to the towns fome of their privileges ; for every town 
was fuffered to meet annually to elect officers ; but all1neetings for other 
purpofes were ftrictly forbidden. A new model of government was in .. 
tended, but there was not time to accompli!h it; and the old laws of 
the colony feem to have continued the rule for adminifiration of juflice, 
except where they were fuperfeded by arbitrary ordinances. The law 
proceedings were more formal than they had been; but Mr. Dudley 
and Mr. Stoughton were two of the judges of the fuperior court, and 
neither -of them inclined to comply with dictatorial commands. 

1688. The Indians upon the frontiers, in the fummer of 1688, rene~~ 
their hofiilities, which were not imtnediately checked. The governor 
raifed about eight hundred men to -oppofe the Indians,, who evaded his 
purfuit, and efcaped without lofs ; but fome new forts \Vere built at Pe· 
]ypfcot and Sheepfcot, to ·prevent their incurfions. 

The governor received a new commiffion, which was publifhed, ~Viili 
~reat cer~mony, from .the balcony of the town-houfe. New Yorkwai 
Included 1n th1s com·mrffion; and Mr. Blaithwa:it wrote to Randolph as 
follows: 

·" If the un1on of all New England under one ryovernor be acc~able 
on your fide the water, what wil~ the jo.ining anl'annexing to the fame 
government be, of all the Enghih terntories in America from .l)ela· 
ware Bay to .Nova. S~o.tia ? This is already determined by' his Mjefty, 
and 'l comm1ffion 1s 1n hand, conftituting Sir Edmund Andros go1ernor 

5 ~ 
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alfo of New York, as united to New England: and for the two Jerfeys, 
ftire faciafes are expediting towards their union. This, befides other 
advantages, will be terrible to the French, and make them proceed with 
more caution than they have lately done." About the fame time, advice 
was received that the ~een was fafely delivered of a Prince, and a ge­
neral Thankfgiving was ordered by the governor, with advice of the 
council. 

' 
The fate of New England depended upon that of the mother~country, r68g. 

and Mr. vVinilow came from Virginia in April, with a printed copy of 
the declaration publilhed by the Prince of Orange on his landing in 
England. Mr. \iVinilow was committed to priion, " for bringing a trai-
terous and treafonable libel into the country," as expreffed in the mitti-
:nus: he offered two thoufand pounds bail, which was refufed ; and a 
proclamation was iffued, " charging all officers and people to be in readi-
r.efs to hinder the landing of any forces which the Prince of Orange 
rr.ight fend into thofe parts of the world." The old magifl:rates and 
prncipal inhabitants filently wiihed and fecretly prayed for fuccefs to 
tht glorious enterprize, and determined quietly to wait the event: but 
mo:-e impatience was ihewn by the populace, who feized and confined 
thegovernor, fome of his council, and about forty other obnoxious per-
fans; upon which the old magiftrates were reinftated, and fent a mef-
fage to the governor, importing, that, " tendering his own fafety, they 
j\dged it neceffary, he lhould deliver up the government and fortifica-
t:ons, to be preferved and difpofed of according to order and direCtion of 
tle crown of England, which fuddenly was expeCted might arrive*.'' 

The governor complied, as he found it was in vain to refift; and the 
geltlemen affembled in the council chamber drew up " a declaration of 
thlir grievances ; '' which was read from the balcony or gallery of the 
tovn:houfe, to a great concourfe of people, who heard it with fatisfac­
tior and applaufe t. 

Vhen the popular tumult was abated, the new council began to con­
fide. what form of government they fbould eil:ablifh, in the room of 
thatwhich was diffolved; they were joined by many other refpeetable 
perDns, and took the title of " A Council for the Safety of the People, 
and =:onfervation of the Peace.'' They chofe Mr. Bradfireet their prefi-

• Jated at "'the Town-houfe in Bofl:on, April 18th, 1689 :" direB:ed " to Sir Edmund 
And11s Knight." 

t "his declaration may be found at large in Neale, and other writers; but it is too 
long b be inferted here. 

Y1L. I. X dent; 
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dent; Mr. Addington clerk o~. t?e council; and ~r. Wait Wi?throp 
commander in chief of the m1ht1a: they alfo appOinted officers m the 
feveral ports for entering and clearing veffels; and John Fofter and Adam 
Winthrop were made treafurers. . 

Letters were difpatched to Plymouth and Connecticut, acquainting the 
principal gentlemen there ~ith what had been done at Bofton.. Thofe 
colonies alfo reaffumed the1r old form of government; but nothing paf­
fed relative to New Hampfhire or Rhode I£land. 

When the news arrived at New Yor~ Mr. Nicholfon, the lieutenant•· 
governor, fent ~ letter to the ger:tlemen. affembled at Bofton, rem~n~ra· 
ting againft thetr conduct, to which a fu1table re_ply was returned, m JUf· 
tification of the meafures purfued-. 

The reprefentatives of fifty-four towns m-et at Bofion on the 22d of 
May, and foon difcovered a defign to reaffume the charter : forty of them 
were for reaifumption, and two days were fpent in debates; but the na­
jority of the council were agalnft it, and the people without doors \\tre 
much divided irr fentiments. On the Q4th, t 1e goYernor and ma~· 
:Chates, chofen in I 686, figned a· paper, declaring " their acceptance of 
the care and government of the people, according to the rules of the 
charter, for the confervation of the peace and fafety of the people, until, 
by direCtion from England, there was an orderly fettleinent of goveriJo 
ment ; provided an addition fhould be made of fit perfons to affift then, 
as was defired, and that what had been before done be allowed, and de 
fiewards be reimburfed : this they did for the fatisfaB:ion of he peopk, 
and from the prefent neceffity ; nor would be underfiood to intend Jn 

affumption of the charter government. '' Their declaration was accept'd 
by the reprefentatives ; though all the gentlemen who had joined ~e 
governor and affiftants chofen in 1686, were excluded from the rer. 
council. 

The next day, Mr. Winthrop, with moll: of the other gentlemen !fho 
had aCted as .mernb~rs. of the council, and who had a thong part7 !n 
fayour of thetr conttntnng fo to act, generoufly quitted all claim o 1:, 
t' In .confidence t~at t?e people would be inviolably preferved in :he1r 
obedtence to the d1recbons expected frorn England, and that the pdons 
of all the gent~en1en confined fhould be well treated, and promifed t1en· 
deavour to pacrfy the people, who wtre diffatisfied on their account,and 
to prmnote the public tranquility, as far as in their power.'' 

}, ibip 
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A £hip arrived from England on the 26th, with advice that King 
\Villiam and ~een Mary was proclaimed; which was the mo!l: joyful 
news that New England ever received : the fears of the people fubfided, 
and were fucceeded by pleafing hopes. On the zgth, the proclamation 
was publi£hed in Bofton, with the greateft ceremony, and rejoicing. 

The reprefentatives of the feveral towns affembled at Bofton, the 5th of 
June, upon a new election, and the old government was refumed, which 
had continued above fifty years ; hut this was only the form, without 
the authority. 

l\llr. Mather vvas a faithful agent for the colony in England, where the 
houfe of commons voted " the taking a way the charters of the plan­
tations to be a grievance;" a bill paffed the houfe for reftoring charters, 
and thofe of New England were exprefsly mentioned : but while the 
bill lay in the houfe of lords, the parliament was prorogued. 

1.5.5 

King \Villiam promifed Mr. l\1ather all the favour in his power for 168g. 
the colonifts ; but hinted what had been irregular in their former govern-
ment: whereupon Mr. Mather undertook, they ihou1d reform any irre­
gularities, and Lord Wharton offered to be their guarantee. The King 
intended to referve the appointment of the governor to himfelf; fo that 
it was in vain to t_ry for the refioration of the old charter; and a new 
Dne, with retention of fome old privileges, was all that could be ex:: 
pected; but application was made, for exprefs power and authority to 
exercife the colony government according to the old charter, until a new 
one could be fettled ; which was granted. 

Sir Edmund Andros, and the other perfons confined, were ordered to 
be releafed, and fent to England, to jufiify themfelves before his Majefl:y : 
but the general court thought it proper to fend over two of their mem­
bers to join with Sir Henry Aihurft and Mr. Mather in maintaining the 
charges againfi their oppreffors, as alfo to folicit that the charter might 
be rdlored, with fome additional privileges, confonant to the ftate of the 
colonies: but they failed, by repofing too much confidence in the cour-

•ti:ers of the day. 

The Indians were infiigated by the French . to continue their depre­
dations upon the Eng1ifh in the province of Main and other parts adja­
(:ent to the T\1affachufets Bay colony; therefore the general court medi­
tated an attempt both upon Port Royal and ~ebec. 

Sir 
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Sir William Phips arrived in New England at this time, and he was 
thought the fitteft perfon to com~and the forces upon fuch an expe~i­
tion. This gentleman was a native of New_ England, ~nd was born m 
16so at Pemaquid, where he kept £beep untll he _ was etghteen years of 
age, and then was bound appren_tice to .a £hip-carpenter. When ~e was 
free he fet up his trade, and built a fhtp at Sheepfcot ; after whtch, he 
foll~wed the fea, and hearing of a rich Spanifh fhip which had. been 
wrecked fifty years fince near the Bahamas, he gave fuch an account of 
it in England, that, in I 68 3, he was appointed commander of one of 
the King's frigates, the Algier Rofe of eighteen guns and one hundred 
men ; in which fhip he went in fearch of the galleon, and failed. He 
was foon after fitted out by the enterprizing Duke of Albernurle on a 
fecond expedition, in a iliip called the Bridgewater Merchant of about 
two hundred tons, at the outfet of about ten thoufand pounds. He was 
fuccefsful in this attempt, and difcovered the \1\Treck, out of which he 
tooK: gold,, filver, diamonds, pearls, and other rjch commodities general~ 
ly belonging to the cargo of a Spanifh galleon, amounting to the value 
of near three hundred thoufand pounds fierling. He brought this trea· 
fure fafely to England, where it was divided among the adventurers; 
among who·m the Duke of Albermale had-ninety thoufand pou~ds to his 
own !hare, and about fixteen thoufand pounds came to- the £hare of cap· 
tain Phip~, who on this account received the honour of knighthood from 
King James. Sir Williarn Phips, by a feries of fortunate incidents ra· 
ther than by any uncommon talents, rofe from the loweft condition in 
life to b.e the firft tnan in his country. 

Eight fmall veffels, with eight hundred men, were thought fufficien• 
for the reduction of Port Royal in Nova Scotia. The fleet failed the 
2-8th of April, reduced the fort with little difficulty, and returned to 
Bofion the 3oth of l\1ay; after taking poffeffion of the whole fea-coaff 
from Port Royal to Penobfcot and the New England fettlernents. Th~ 
plunder was thought equ.al to the whole expence ; and the acqmfitioa 
wa~ fo eafy that th~ Englilh court were confirmed in the profecution of 
th e1r defign upon ( anada: befide, the ravages began upon the frontien 
by French and Indians, as foon as. the fpring opened, made it appeas 
more neceifary than ever. Cafco fort, with above one hundred perfone, 
was befieged and taken on the 17th of May, while the Englifh forces. 
were gone to Port Royal. -

A veffel .was fent exprefs to Engla-nd, the beginni-ng of Apri1, with a 
reprefentatwn of the exp.ofed fiate of the colony, and the ueceffity of 

the 
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the reduCtion of Canada, defiring afupply of £hips, troops, arms, and-.-am..;­
munition, to attack the French by fea, while the colony forces marched 
by land to perform their parts. 

Their hands w~re too full 'in England to give any attention to this 
propofal : the Maifachufets, however, determined to proceed-, and Cotl-­

necticut and New York engaged to furnifh a body of men. It was late 
in the feafon to undertake this capital attempt, which w2-.s retarded,. in 
expectation of fupplies from England, from whence none arrived, and 
the fleet fet fail fr01n Nantaiket on the gth of Auguft. This expedition 
feems to have been as ill conduCted, as it was well contrive<l. ;_ for it was 
thought Sir Williarn Phips had_ an armament fufficient to expel the 
French from Canada. He had between thirty and forty ve:ffds, great 
and fmall; the whole numb.er of men on hoard the fleet were about two 
thoufand ; but they came not within fight of ~ebec until the 5th of 
October. Thus they were almoft eight weeks in a voyage that, wit~ 
good winds and we::tther, might h'tve. @een made in two or three. 

Great dependence was had upon a di-viuon. of tne Frencn forces·; but 
it rnofi unfortunately happened that the two thoufand· Englifh and fif­
teen hundred ndians, defign.ed againft Montreal, had retreated, and the 
news of it r ~ ached that place before the fleet arrived. at ~ebec; fo that 
Count Frontenac, the French general, was able· to employ the whole 
firength of Canada againfi Six William Phips and hi's little army; nor is­
it eafy, at this day, to afcertain the caufe- of the New York and Con­
necticut forces making an unexpected retreat, after they had marched as­
far as the great lake of Canada. Indeed, the d'ifl:raB:ed ftate of the go­
vernment of New York, where one party fe~me~ determined' to ruin the 
public intereft, if the other had engaged in it, muft have contributed to 
this difappointmeut, which greatly difpirited the troops under Sir Wil­
liam Phips, who was ftill determined to proceed in his attempt, in which. 
he mjght ha_ve fucceeded) if La Hontan i.s to be credited; but from the 
ill fuccefs of this undertaking, both the Engliih and French writers have ­
treated it with great ridicule and peculiar contempt. 

The next morning: after the fleet arrived, Si'r William rummoned Count~ 
Frontenac to furr.ender the place;_ which fummons exafperated the Com1r, , 
who. returned an infolent an(wer, wherein the Englifh were called here.._ 
tics and traitors ; and alfo told, that if it had . not been for the revol'U<=-­
tion, New England and Canada. would have been confolidated as one go;.., 
ve.rnment.., 
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An attempt was made to land on the 7th of OClober, in the morning, 
by the troops under the command of Major W alley, who afred as lieu­
tenant-general; but he was prevented by a fiorn1 from l?nding his men 
until the next day, when he put on iliore all th~ effechve men, wh~fe 
number was reduced to between twelve and thirteen hundred; wh1le 
the French had affembled four thoufand in the town. 

It appears that, upon the charge, his o~c~rs and foldiers fhewed courage 
and refolution enough; yet the enemy giving w.ay, and, by the conve­
niences of fwamps and bullies, having opportun1ty to fecure themfelves, 
kept up a firing upon the Engli!h, who ~ontin~ed their march towar.d 
the town, until it was dark ; when two-thirds 01 the army took up thetr 
fiand by a creek, where was a houfe and ~ome other fhelter ~ and the 
other part advanced about a quarter of a mile, the better to iecure the 
fhor~, and fee the veffels. 

Upon examining a deferter, he gave them fuch an account of the 
firength of the French, as difcouraged the Engliili fron1 advancing any 
farther. The ihips were .drawn up the next evening before the town, 
but did little damage to the enemy, and were much fha .... ered by the 
cannon fr01n their batteries. The forces continued aihore until the 
1 Ith, when they precipitately embarked. A council of war was called 
the day following, and propofals were made for another attempt, after 
the troops were refreihed; but tempeftuous weather came on, which 
fcattered the whole fleet, and they made the beft of their way back to 
Bofion, where Sir William arrived the 19th of November. Some of the 
fleet were blown off to the W efi Indies, one was loft upon Anticofia, 
and three others were heard of no more. 

This was a mortifying firoke to New England, where the conduCl: of 
·Major Walley was cenfurc.d by p~rticu1ar perf~ns; but no public enquiry 
was made, and he gave 1n the JOUrnal of his proceedings to the ge­
neral cuurt. 

Sir William Phips foon after embarked at Bofton for London to folicit 
an expedition from t~ence againfi: Canada; and the governm;nt of the 
l\1affachufets fent by him an humble addrefs to their lY1a1efiies to £hew 
the neceffity of fuch an enterprize. They were unprepa~ed f~r the re­
turn of. the forces. from ~eb.ec, an~ the foldiers were upon the point 
of mutu~y for their pay: but It was ImpraCticable to raife the money in 
. .a fhort tune; becaufe the government depended upon fuccefs, and the 
treaf~re of the enemy to bear the ex pence of the expedition. lT pan 

this 
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thrs occafion, the aifembly paired an aB: for levying the· money ; but 
the men could not fiay until it !hould be brought into the treafury ; and 
the extreme difficulty to which the government was, reduced, occafioned 
the firfi bills of credit ever iifued· in the colonies as a fubfiitute for calli. 
Mofi of the colonies afterward adopted that mode, with very· different 
fuccefs; and it is doubtful, whether the projeB: of a, land-bank in Eng­
land was. not taken from this expedient, where it entirely failed. 

The debt was paid by paper-notes fr:mn two !billings. to ten pounds, 
denomination; which notes were to be received for payment of the tax 
to be levied, and all other payments in the treafury. The foldiers, how­
€ver, were great fufferers in general, as the notes would pot command 
mDney, or any commodities at money price:. but a& the time of payment: 
of the tax approached, the credit of the notes- was raifed : the govern­
m€nt allowed five per cent. to thofe who paid their taxes in notes, which 
then became preferable to calli, and was· a profit to the po£fe£for, with­
out refi-aring to the poor foldiers what they had loft by the difcount. 

What was the confequence ?. fatal enough. The colony encouragecl: 
by the reftoration of credit, afterward iifued others for charges of go­
vernment. They obt:1ined good credit at the time of being ifiued ; and: 
the charges of government were paid in this manner from year to year. 
While the fum was fmall, filver continued their meafure, and bills re- ­
tained thei.r value :. but when the charges of government increafed, ef­
pecialiy after the fecond expedition to Canada in 17 I 1, the bills alfo in- ­
creafed, and in the fame or greater proportion the gold and illver were­
exported. There being a cry orfcarcity of money in I 7 I4, the g.overp.­
ment orqered fifty thoufand pounds to be iffued ; and one hundred 
pounds more in I7 r6, and lent to the inhabitants, to be paid in at a . 
certain period, and to pafs as money in the mean time. Lands were · 
mortgaged for fe~urity :. but when the gold . and filver were gone, and the 
bills were the only infiruments of commerce, money became ideal ; for 
no poffible reafon could be affigned, why a' bill of twenty fhillings iliould , 
bear a certain proportion to any one quantity of filver more than ano­
ther. Sums in bilrs were drawing into the treafury from time to time · 
by the taxes, or payment of the loans; but other fums were continually­
iffuing out,. and all the bills were paid and received without any difiinc- ­
tion either in-public or private payments; fo that, for near forty years . 
together, the currency was much in the fame fiate ;. as if one hundred', 
thoufand pounds fier1ing had been fiamped in pieces of paper of various . 
tlenominations, and declared to be the money of the government, with-· 
out any other fanc:tion than this, that when there .ilioul d be taxes to ·pay, . 
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the treafury would receiv_e t~is fort o~ money, and that ~very creditor 
ihou1d be obliged to rece1ve 1t f~on: hts debtor. Bu~ can 1t be fuppofed 
that fuch a tnedium could reta1n 1ts worth ? No : 1t funk to about one ... 
eighth of its original value. In ! 702, the _fun: of fix iliilli~gs and eight 
pence was equal to an ounce of hlver, wh1ch 1n I 749 was Judged equi­
valent to fifty {billings. Such was the delufion, that not only the bills 
of the Maifachufets government paired as money, but they received the 
bills of the government of ConneCticut, New Hampfhire, and Rhode 
Ifland alfo in currency ; while the Maffachufets bills likewife paired in 
thofe governments. In 1749, however, bills of credit were aboliihed; 
and unlefs the evils which they occafioned fhould be forgotten, the go­
vernment, it muft be prefurned, will never iffue any more*. 

During the attempt upon ~ebec, the Indians made fome terrible in .. 
curfions upon feveral parts of New England, particularly in the county 
of York, or province of Main: but when a force was collected to march 
againfi thetn, the Indians pretended to be difpofed to peace, delivered up 
ten captives, and agreed upon a truce until the Ifi of May following, 
when they were to meet at Wells, to bring in all the Engliih captives, 
and fettle articles for a firm and lafiing peace. In confequence of this 
truce the land enjoyed reil: for the winter; but at the day appointed, 
when Mr. Danforth, the deputy-governor, and feveral others, with a 
proper guard, repaired to Wells, no Indians appeared. The deputy-go· 
vernor returned difappointed, and a garrifon was left at Wells, where 
they were attacked by two hundred Indians, who were repulfed there, 
but killed many perfons at Berwick, Exeter, and other places. A [mall 
army was fent into the Eafiern country by fea, and landed at Maqorit, 
where they were attacked by a great body of Indians, who continued 
their de~aftations until the next y~a;, when they defiroyed the town of 
York, ktlled Mr. Dummer the m1ntfier, and made his family prifoners: 
they ~lfo murdered about fixty other perfons, and carried near an hun­
dred 1nto the moft wretched fiate of captivity. 

* Hutchinfon, p. 403. 
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S E C T I 0 N VIII. 

The new charter obtained in I 6gr ;-.A comparifon between this charter 
and the old one.-Sir W illiam P hips appointed g·overnor of N erzv E ng­
land; the }late of the colony under his adminiflration: many perjons pro­
Jecuted on pretence of w itchcraft: A rticles of impeachment againfl Sir 
W illiam Phips; and his death in r6g3 . 

16r 

WHILE the colonifts were thus diftreffed among themfel ves, their 16 9 I . 

enemies in England took advantage of thefe misfortunes; which 
they ufed as an argument againfi the refhtution of the charter, and im­
puted all to the bad adminiftration of government. King William had 
too much work upon his hands in Europe to have either money or men 
to fpare and employ againfi Canada; therefore Sir William Phips was 
unfuccefsful in his negociation; however, he was ferviceable to his coun­
try, by joining with Sir Henry A:fhurfi and Mr. Increafe Mather, the 
New Englifh agents, to obtain the reftoration of their charter, which 
had been in vain folicited ever fince the revolution: His Majefty had 
thofe about him who concurred to ftretch the prerogative in the two pre­
ceding reigns, particularly the earls of Danby and Nottingham, who 
found it no difficult matter to convince the King, that it was not confift­
ent with his honour to fuffer any diminution of the royal authority, where 
it was fupported by laws. 

The colony agents were divided in opmwns, and aB:ed differently in 
their views. Mr. Wifwal, a minifier of Plymouth, accompanied Mr. 
Cooke and Mr. Oakes from Bofion to London; but he had no credentials, 
and joined rather with Mr. Cooke than with Mr. Mather in politics. The 
people of Plymouth were extremely defirous of continuing a feparate 
government; or if that could not be obtained, they chofe to be annexed 
to the Maffachufets rather than New York, under which Plymouth was 
put when Mr. Slaughter was appointed governor. 

An order was afterward iffued to the Lords chief-jufiices .Holt and 
Po11exfen, as alfo to the attorney and folicitor-generals, Treby and Somers, 
to draw up a new charter for the Maffachufets, in which Plymouth was 
included; but Mr. Wifwal oppofed it, in hopes of obtaining a feparate 
grant. This offended. the folicitor-general, who firuck out Plymouth, 
and it was again intended it fhould be annexed to New York. W hen 
this news arrived the people were alarmed; yet thei r general court per-

V oL. I. Y fified 
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fiiled in defiring Sir Henry Afhurfl, their agent, .t~ apply for a feparate 
charter, without intimating that they chafe ~o be JOined to the Ma!fachu­
fets in preference to New York. The fenttments of. m~ny of the .hefl: 
men in the colony were known to Mr. M at her;. otherwtfe I lymouth mtght 
have finally been included in New York commlffion, although near three 
hundred miles difl:ant. 

Mr. I-!inckley wrote to Mr. Mather as. follows: " Not bein~ in a ca­
pacity to make rates for the equal defraymg the char~e, I ~ee !tttle or no 
likelihood of obtaining a charter for us, unlefs theu MaJefl1es, out of 
their royal bounty and clemency, g~acioufly I?leafe to ~;ant it, fub firmtr 
pauperis, to their poor but loyal fubJeB:s of this colony. 

When Mr. Mather found it impoffible to obtain the refl:itution of the 
o1d charter, he endeavoured to preferve as many of the privileges con­
tained in it as he could, and Sir Henry Afhurfi: joined with him in all his 
rneafures. Mr. Cooke and Mr. Oakes were for the old charter or none at 
all; and it was doubtful, by their infl:ruB:ions, if they had authority to 
folicit for any other~ Mr. Oakes, however, figned the petition for a new 
charter, though Mr. Cooke refufed. 

In the firfi draught of a new ch1rter, the governor only was referved 
to the King; the deputy-governor and council and other officers were to 
be chofen by the people; nor had the governor a negative in any cafe. 
This draught was made by the attorney-general, according to what he 
thought the King intended, as expreffed in council, at which board it was 
prefented on the 8th of June 1691, when it was objeCted, that," hyfuch 
a charter as this, the King's governor would be made a governor of 
clouts * ; " and an order paffed for preparing the heads of another 
draught. 

W~ile the Maffachufets agents were foliciting a charter for that colony, 
a projetl: was fet on foot by Dr. Cox, to form a grand colony or fiate, 
1nore extenfive than aH the other colonies together ; and the original 
draught of a c~arter has the following entry l!pon it: " In the Council 
Chamber at vVhaehall, ~he 22d of Augufi:, I69o: The Right Honourable 
the Lords of the Committee for Trade and Foreio-n Plantations are pleafed 
to refer the .confideration of this draught of a g~ant to Mr. Attorney-ge­
neral, who IS defired to confider how far the fame is confifi:ino- with laWt 
and to report his opinion thereon to the Com1nittee." Mr. A~torney re'"' 

• Mather's Narrativ.e. 
ported 
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. ported in favour of the grant; but with fome legal objections and confii­
tutional refiritl:ions. 

When the heads of another draught for the Maifachufets colony were 
prepared, a copy was given to Mr. Mather, with an order from their 
Lordihips, that " if the agents were not fatisfied therewith, they ibould 
bring in their objeCtions to the attorney-general:" but Mr. Mather was 
fo diffatisfied, that he declared " he would fooner part with his life than 
confent to them." He was told, " The confent of the agents was not 
defired; the agents of New England were not plenipotentiaries from a 
fovereign fl:ate; if they declared they would not fubmit to the King's 
pleafure, his Majefl:y would fettle the country, and they might take what 
would follow. Sir Henry Aihurfl: and Mr. Mather, however, drew up 
their objeB:ions againfl: the minutes, infifiing upon the royal promife, and 
that charters might as well be refufed to be refl:ored to any of the corpora­
tions in England, where they had been taken away, as to New England. 
Thefe objeB:ions were prefented to the attorney-general, laid before the 
council, and a copy tranfmitted to his Majefl:y in Flanders, but all without 
effeCl. The King approved of the minutes, he diiliked the objections, and 
the charter was drawn up accordingly. 

Mr. Hampden, upon this occafion, defired the opinion of Mr. Hooke, 
an eminent lawyer, the refult of which was as follows: 

" A middle way feems mofi defirable-; viz. that new charters be granted 
to the refpeClive colonies, wherein the former to be recited, and the pro­
ceedings againfi them refpeB:ively; and a new grant made in terminis, 
by the words grant and confirm; and reciting the deficiency in the former 
charter, all thofe powers may be veiled in the government of the Maffa­
chufets for the time being; and the colonies which have no charters to be 
annexed to the Maffachufets colony." 

The only quefiion with the agents was, whether to fubmit to this new 
fettlement, or to fignify to the minifiers of fiate that they would rather 
have no charter at all. Mr. Cooke and Mr. Wifwall continued finn 
againft accepting a new charter; which occafioned contefis not material 
to enter into at this diflance of time. \ 

The new charter of Maffachufets Bay may be confidered as an union or 
confolidation of feveral feparate grants into one legiflature and jnrif­
diction, for the more effectual proteB:ion of the whole, againft the incur­
fions of th€ French and Indians. It was granted by King William and 
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Queen Mary, in t~e third year of their reign*, a~d incorporated the 
territories and colontes known by the names of The Co~ony of the_ Maffa!oo 
chufets Bay, and Col?ny of New Ply_mouth; the Provmce of Mam; ~he 
Territory called Acadta, or Nova Scotta; ~nd all that !raB: o.f Land lyt~g 
between the faid Territories of Nova Scotla and the fatd Provmce ofMam, 
into one real Province, by the name of their Province in the l.Vlaifachufets 
Bay, in New EnglanJ. 

The privileges granted by the new. charter. are not fo valuable as t~e­
o1d ones were, as appears by the following particulars: I· That the nom1· 
nation and confiitution of the governor, lieutenant-governor, fecretary, 
and all officers of the admiralty, are taken from the people and wholly 
referved to the crown. 2. The power of the militia is turned over to the· 
o-overnor, as captain-general. 3· All judges and juftices of a fuperior and _ 
inferior order, as alfo all ilieriffs, are appointed by the governor, with 
the advice and confent of the council. 4· The governor has a negative 
upon all laws, eleB:ions, and aB:s of government of the general affembly 
and council. 5· All laws enaB:ed by the general affembly and approved 
of b.y the governor, a,re to be tranfmitted home for the royal approbation, 
and if difallowed within the fpace of three years, to be utterly void., 

lt may be alfo. farther remarked as to the new charter, that in the de­
lineation of the province of Main the following words are omitted: "And 
up Sagadahock River to ~enebec River, and through the fame unto the 
head thereof,. and in.to the land north-wdlward, until one hundred and 
twenty miles be ended, being accounted from the mouth o£ Sagadahock.~r 
That Nova Scotia and this neighbouring traB: called Sagadahock were an­
nexed by this charter to keep the Englifh claim, as that territory was then 
poifeifed by the French, who never relinqui!hed their claim until the 
treaty of ~trecht in 171 3· :. That Nova Scotia, after the treaty of Aix-la­
Chapelle 1n I 748, was confiituted a feparate property and jurifdiaion or 
government; but Sagadahock ftill continues annexed to the province of 
the ~aifachufets Bay; though as it is not the abfolute property of the 
province, perhaps from [Q large an extent of a frontier defencelefs in 
itfelf, it has been until ~ately more of an incumbrance than of any advan­
tage. That the c.ounc1l of the prefent confritution of the Maffachufets 
Bay_ may labo~r under two difadvantages or difficulties; firfi, to be arbi· 
tranly led or 1?1pelle? bY: the governor, to prevent future negatives: fe· 
condly,_ a~ thetr eleB:10n IS ann~al, they tnay be biaffed by the humour of 
the maJori..ty of the reprefentatives, for fear they lhould be dropped the 

* See the cha~ter at large in the Appendix to Neale's Hifiory of New England, 
next 
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next annual election. That by the former charter the provincial lands 
were granted to twenty-fix proprietors, and fuch as fhould be admitted 
freemen; but by this new charter, thefe lancds are granted to the inhabit­
ants in general, to be difpofed of by their reprefentati~es or general 
afiembly. That in the election of all civil officers the council and. repre­
fentatives vote together, but not as two feparate negatives: And thofe 
officers are, the treafurer; the im pofi officers; the excife officers; the ge­
neral c.ommiffary of provifions,. fiores, and traffic for garrifons and Indian 
truck-houfes; the attorney-general; and notaries for the feveral {ea-ports .. 

To fay only, that the people have loft the nomination of their gover­
nor, the management of their militia, the affirmative v.ote.f0r their laws, 
and the naming their judg.es, juflices, and !heriffs, is fufficient to make 
the difference between the old and new charters appear very much to the 
-difadvanta-ge of the latter ; nor was it thought they had any amends made 
them in a permiffion to nominate their firft governor .. 

This fidl: governor was Sir Wi1Eam Phips,. who arrived at Bofion with 1692. 
the charter,, on the 14_th of May, 1.692, and iifued writs for a general 
affembl'y, whi-ch met the 8th of J une fol1owiHg. Although a party wa3 
formed which oppofed a fubmiffion to the charter, yet a majority of the 
eoms-t wifely and thankfully accepted it, and appointed a day of folemn 
thankfgiving to Almighty God, for " granting a fafe arrival to his excel-
lency the Governor and the reverend Mr. Increafe Mather, who have 
indufirioufly endeavoured the fervice of this people, and have brought 
over with them a fettlement of government, in which their Majefiies have 
gracioufly given us diftinguifhing marks of their royal favour and good-
nefs_." 

Mr. Hutchinfon obferves, that " Sir Wi11iam arrived· jufi at the begin­
ning of as flrange an infatuation as any people were ever under: that a 
confiderable number of innocent perfons were facrificed to the difiempered' 
imagination, or perhaps wicked hearts, of fuch as pretended to be be­
witched.'' But he adds, that " having proceeded as far as he propofed, 
he left the relation of this unfortunate affair, and other tranfactions and 
occurrences fince the Hrefent charter, to be communicated to the public by• 
fome abler pen*."' 

The governor gave his affirmati:ve to the laws which the affembly had 
paired, and then declared his refohition to march againft the Indians in 

*' Hutchinfon, p. 41.6o . 
erfon 
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perfon. The feat of war was in his native country, upon Kennebeck 
River where the Indians were afioniihed when they heard of his promo­
tion; 'for they well knew his original, which they ~bought as mean as 
their own. He had frequ,ently fiihed and hunted w1th them; fo that he 
knew all their haunts and receffes, which enabled him to difperfe or 
defiroy them with the more facility; but they were fpirited by the French, 
and fell upon. fome hufbandmen at wor~ in t~e me~d?ws to ~he north of 
Merrimack River; upon advice of wh1ch, Sir Wtlham Ph1ps haftened 
away, with four hundred and fifty men, toward the eaft. 

On his arrival at Pemmaquid, he gave orders for building a new fort 
there, purfuant to his inftruB:ions ; and accordingly one of the ftrongeft 
fortreffes in America was erected in lefs than fix months; it was built of 
ftone in a triangular figure, about 737 feet in compafs without the outer 
wall, and 108 fquare within the inner one. It had 28 port-holes, eight 
feet from the ground; and fourteen guns mounted, fix of which were 
eighteen pounders. The fort flood about twenty rod from high-water 
mark, and had a garrifon of fixty men for its defence : It was named 
William Henry Fort, and certainly would have been a great fecurity to 
the frontiers of the colony upon the eaft. 

In the mean time, Major Church deftroyed the Indian country about 
Taconet; while Major Convers fcoured the woods and laid the foundation 
of a new fort at Saco, which was finiihed by Major Hook, who deftroyed 
feveral Indians, to revenge fome murders lately committed by them at 
Oyfter River. The favages then appeared in arms above ConneC\:icut 
River; but the Englifb came up with them near ~aboag, purfued them 
to a fwamp, flew mo.ft of them, and recovered the captives they were 
carrying into flavery. 

Thefe fu~ceifes,. th~ building thofe forts in the eafi, and augmenti.ng 
th~ forces there, 1nchne~ ~he Indians to thipk ferioufiy of peace, wh1ch 
was concluded at Fort Wdham Henry, on the I rth of Augufi, 1693· 

By this peace they renounced their French alliance owned themfelves 
fubjeB:s t? the crown of England, confirmed the Engiifh in the poffeffion 
of all their Ia~ds, and fubmitted the trade between the Engli£h and Indians 
to the r~gulat10n ?~the general aifembly. But this peace was of fo {hort 
a duratiOn, that 1t IS unneceffary to mention the other articles. 

. .As to the per_fons profecuted at this time upon a pretence of witchcraft, 
1t 1s hard to beheve the leaft part of the evidence upon which the New 

England 
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-England witches, fo irrationally called, were conviB:ed and executed. 
The law againft them was unjufi, cruel, and abfurd; contrary to reafon, 
and repugnant to credibility: it was meanly enacted in a fuperfiitiou s 
time, and wifely repealed in mote aufpicious days. 

This inhuman perfecution carries with it the greater aggravation, as it 
was perpetrated by fanttion of law, upon m-any ignorant maniacs, and 
other perfons affeB:ed in their nerves, if we believe Dr. Douglas, a phy­
fician long refident in New England, who fays, it was an endemial dif­
ternper of the brain and nerves; for which he phyfically accounts. 

Mr. Paris, minifi:er of Salem, firfi: introduced this tragic fcene of witch­
craft on the fiage, in February 1692, by declaring that his daughter and 
niece, the one about nine, the other eleven years of age, were under the 
power of witchcraft, which was imputed to two very old Indian women, 
who were barbaroufly treated to extort an involuntary confeffion from 
them that they were witches, which they recanted afterward. 

Before the end of May, about one hundred perfons were imprifoned 
upon that account; at which time Sir William Phips aifumed the govern­
ment, and iffued a fpecial commiffion of oyer and terminer for the trials 
of thofe accufed. The commiffioners were Lieutenant-governor Stoughton, 
Major Saltonfiall, Major Richards, Major Gidney, Wait Winthrop, Efq. 
Captain Sewal1, and Peter Sergeant, Efq. whofe names ought to be re­
lnembered, that it might not be thought a profecutiort carried on by per­
fans of no confequence. 

Under this ridiculous charge of witchcraft, five men and-twenty-three 
women were condemned to die ; of w horn nineteen were hanged, one 
prelfed to death, and fome died in prifon. Mr. George Burroughs, mi­
nifi:er of Falmouth, was one in this facrifice, and perhaps in refentment 
from his having quitted the minifterial office at Sal em, where he was 
executed, to the difgrace of humanity. Mofi: of thofe who thus fuffered 
death were remarkable for piety; and none of them confeifed any guilt .. 
After thefe twenty difmal deaths, forne of the popular clergy addreifedi 
the governor with thanks for what was already done, and exhorted hi m 
to proceed. 

Some of the accufers were thofe who confeifed themfelves witches,, 
and others were fuch to whom the fpeB:ral fight was allowed; but they 
overaCted their parts fo far, that at lafi they accufed the friends and rela­
tions of the governor and magiftrates, who arrefied the accufers in high 

actions 
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acxions for defamation, whic? put fuch a ftop to farther acc~fations, that 
in the fuperior court, held. tn January ~ 69 3'. of ~fty-fix b11ls preferred 
agaihfi witches, the grand JUry br?ught 1n t~urty Ignoramus; and of the 
remaining twenty-fix, the petty JUry conv1<~led only three, who were 
afterward pardoned. 

At this time, about one hundred and fifty perfons were in prifon, and 
two hundred more accufed; but they were all difcharged, and no other 
accufations allowed. Many of the confeffing witches figned a paper, im­
porting that moft of their confeffions wen~ only affen.ting ~o, or repeating 
what they were direCted to declare; be1ng weak In m1nd, and under 
terror, from the putting to death all perfons accufed who did not confefs. 

Tt would be very unjufi: to make this folly and wickednefs national and 
perfonal; for much the greater part of th~ inhabitants of New England 
abhorred~ thefe defperate perfecutions at the time they were carrying 
on; and fimilar infatuations have at times prevailed in rnany other 
countries. 

In December I 696, a general. fall: was appointed by the aiTembly; 
praying " that God would pardon all the errors of his fervants and people, 
in a late tragedy raifed among us by Satan and his inftruments." At this 
faft, Judge Sewall and feveral of the jury gave in papers figned, heartily 
aiking forgi venefs of all, and declaring that they would not do fuch things 
~gain for the wor Id. · 

As the frantic heat about witchcraft abated, the complaints againft the 
~overnor increafed, both on account of the lofs of their ancient privileges 
In the charter he had brought over, and the increafe and continuance of 
t~e taxes for the Indiaa war, without any fuitable fuccefs in it. The 
d1fcont.ented at lafi drew up articles of impeachment againft him, and 
tranfmttted them to the King and council, with a petition that .he might 
he ~i_fcharged from his government: but this was oppofed by a counter­
petttwn from the general affembly, prayino- that the governor might be 
continued in his office. Thefe oppofite addreffes puzzled the caufe; but 
the friends of Sir William Phips flattered themfel ves that it would terminate 
in his favour, and he would be reftored to the government. He had been 
ordered home, and failed from Bofton on the 17th of November 1694· 
The matter was referred to a comtnittee of the council· but Sir \Villia!U 
Phips,. foon after his arrival at London, was feized with~ tnalignant fever, 
a.nd d1e? on the I 8th of February following. If he had been difmi~ed 
from hts government, he defigned to have gone upon another Spam01 

wreck, 
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wreck, which had Governor Broadille aboard*· Sir William had the 
charaCl:er of an honefi man; but his education was very low. He was of 
a hafty temper, and being a flout tnan, he would ufe his cane and fill: 
after he was governor. Some inftances of that fort wi h a captain of a 
man of war and a collector, occafioned one of thofe complaints againft him 
in England, which he was fent for to anfwer t. Mr. Mather, his advo• 

, cate, writes, " Nor indeed had the hunger of a falary any fuch impreflion 
upon him, as to make him decline doing all poffible fervice for the public; 
and that he was not to be reckoned among thofe who were infamous for 
infinite avarice and villany :f=. Sir William was not ailiamed of his for• 
mer low circumltances; and once in failing with a confiderable armament, 
in fight of Kennebeck, he faid to thofe under his command, " Young 
men, it was upon that hill that I kept fbeep a few years ago ; you do not 
know what you may come to." He was interred in St. Mary W oolnoth 
church, London; and Dr. Cotton Mather wrote an elegy upon his death. 

New England was now become a great body of people, for there were 
at leaft two hundred thoufand Engliili fouls in the whole province, and it 
required a good hand, confidering their fomenting fpirits, to keep order 
among them, without interrupting trade or infringing liberty. · 

William Stoughton, Efq. lieutenant-governor, was commander in chief 
from the departure of Sir William Phips until the arrival of the Earl of 
Bellamont in 1 6gg. After a few months his lordfbip returned to his go ... 
vernment of New York, and Mr. Stoughton was again in the chair, where 
h e continued until his death in 1702, when he was fucceeded by Governor 
Dudley. 

t6g 

The principal tranfatl:ions that happened in the colony from 1695 to 1695· 
1702 were depredations made by the Indians, who were fupplied with 
arms by the French, aqd excited to renew the war againfi the Englifh: 
but the barbarians had certainly more native probity than the French, as 
appears by their obferving all their treaties with the Englifb from the 
Pequot to the Philippic war, neat fotty years, until the French corrupted 
both their religion and morals; for if the Indians had any religion at all, 
it muft be better than what the friars and jefuits taught them; a fpecimen 
of which Mr. Neal has thought proper to infert in his Hifiory §. 

VoL. I. 

* Douglas, i. 477• 

t Magnalia, book ii. 
z 

t Hutchinfon, p. 397· 

§ See Neale, vol. i. P• 284. 
When 
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When the peace of Ryfwick was concluded, Count Frontenac advifed 
the Indians to make the befi: terms of peace they could for themfelves . . 
They applied for that purpofe to the Englifh governor, who fent Colonel' 
Philips and Major Convers to meet the Sachems at Penobfcot, where the 
conferences began on the 6th of OB:ober, when the Indians xcufed them­
felves for making hofi:ilities, laying the blame on the French. Another 
treaty was concluded with them, in which they added a more formal fub­
miffion to the fovereignty of the crown of England than they had hitherto. 
exprefied. 

ECTlONl 
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The admiuijlration ~f affairs under Governor Dudley from 1702 t o 17 IS: 
Tbe reduffion of Port Ro_yal zn Nova Scotia, by General Nicbolfon, with 
the ajftjlance of tbe New England forces, i1t I 7 ro: The unfuccefsful 
expedition againfl Canada, by General Hill and Sir Hovenden Walker, in 
1711 : Remarks on the conduCt of tloe li!J.ajfachzifets go'l;ernment upon tbat 
occqfion: a terrible fire in Bqjlon.-CQlonel Burgejs appointed governor in 
I 7 I 5·· Governor Dudley dies.-Colonel Shute arrives as governor in 
1 7 r6, when J!Villiam Dummer, Efq. was appointed lieutenant-governor. 
'I he adminijlration if affairs under Governor Shute, who returns to Eng­
land in 17 22, to exbibit articles if complaint againjl the hozife if repre-

Jentatives; and obtains an additional charter in I 7?. 6.-1f7illiam Burnet, 
Ejq. appointed governor in I 7 28.-He is jzu:ceeded by Jonathan Belcher, 
Efq. in I 7 30.-And he is Juperfeded by William Shirley, Ejq. in I 7 4 I. 

-The other reyal officers appointed by the crown. Contejls between the 
refpeftive governors and houjes if reprejentatives relative to an efla· 
b/ifl;ed Jalary. As alfo ttJe dijjmte about the dijpojal of the public money .. 

I7I 

WAR was ·again dedared between England and France; but the Tn- 17ot. 
dians preferved a neutrality, and the merchants of New England 

w ere fuccefsful in fitting out privateers-. 

Upon the death of the earl Df Bellamont, Jofeph Dudley, Efq. was 
appointed governor of New England by ~een Anne, to whom the 
people of that province, on her acceffion to the throne, fent a congratula­
tory addrefs, which was prefented by vVillia1n Vaughan and Conftantine 
Phips, Efqrs. 

M~-. Dudley waB fon to Thomas :bud1ey, Efq who was eleCted gover­
nor in I 645, and died at Roxbury in 16 5?, aged 7 7. His fon fufiained 
many great arrd arduous pofis, as colony-agent, prefident of the counci1t · 
chief jufi~ce, member of parliament in England, and governor of the 
I'v1affachufets Bay: and his other fon, Paul Dudley, Efq. was afterward 
chief-jufiice of the province, where he was highly refpeB:ed for his great 
experience in the laws, and was '''ell known abroad by fomc ingenious 
pieces relating to the natural hifiory of New England, publifhed in the 
Philofop hical T ranfaClions for the years I 7 z o and I 7?. I. 

_z Q Joferh 
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Jofeph Dudley, Efq. arrived as governor on the I Ith of June 1102; 
he was chofen of the council in r682 ; and when the charter was in 
danger, he was fent to England jointly with Mr. Richards as colony ... 
agent. As he was a native of the country, and a per~o.n of abilities, 
the court of England deemed him a proper perf~n to facthtate a change· 
in the adminifiration of the colony; and accordtngly, when the charter 
was vacated, he was appointed prefident, or protempore commander in 
chief, in April r686; in which fiation he continued until the arrival of 
Sir Edmund Andros as governor at the end of the fame year, when Mr. 
Dudley was appointed chief-jufiice. He was difplaced in 1689; but 
the next year he was appointed chief-jufiice of New York. He after~ 
ward went to England, and in 1701 was eleCted member of padiament 
for Newport in the Hie of vVight, which introduced him to the govern~ 
n1ent of the Maifachufets Bay. King \Villiam died before Mr. Dudley 
embarked for his native country; but his commiffion was renewed br 
~een An ne, and he continued governor until the year I 7 I 5· 

1·703· The inhabitants of Jamaica were apprehenfive of an invafion from 
the French, and applied. for affillan~e to the government of New Eng· 
land, which they readiLy granted, and fent two companies there under 
the command of Colonel \Valton and Captain Lawrence, who ferved two 
years upon the Iftand, and loft many of their men by fieknefs. \Vhen 

1,7o-s. N·evis was plunde~ed and ruined by lbbervil:te, the government of New 
England generoufly raifed, two thouiand pounds for the relief of the 
difire£fed. people of that liland ; whieh they fent in cargoes of flour, 
fait, provifions, and materials for building, on board two £hips, neither 
defiring nor receiving any retur.n.s, when that Hland came into more pro­
f_l)erous ci:rcumflanc.es • 

. puring this war, the aolony remained in a· quiet and flourifhing con­
ditiOn; ex.cept fame ~omeflic. diffentions of little confequence. They 
took part 111 the glones acquired by the · arms- of Great Britain in the 
war, to. recover Spain and the Wefi Indies out of the hands of the houfe 
o_f Bou-rbon; in which. they were very infirumental, firft in the reduc­
tiO~ , of Nova Scotia, and in their- endeaYours to prmnote another attempt 
aga1nfi C:anada. 

11'71C· .The expedition againft Nova Scotia was undertaken under General 
N1cholfon and Adjutant-general V etch, with infiructions to all the go­
v~rnors of ~e.w England to be affifting therein. General Nicholfon,. 
W·lth fame Bnt!lh officers, and Colonel, Reading's reg1ment of marines,, 

arrived. 
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arrived from England at Bofion, on the 15th of July I 7ro, for the in­
tended expedition. 

The armament fet out fron1 Bofion upon the I 8th of September, con­
fi fiing of four men of war, a bomb, and the Maffachufets province­
galley, with tranfports, in all thirty-fix fail. The land forces on board 
were, the regiment of marines, two regiments of Ma:ffachufets Bay, one 
regiment of Connecticut, with one regiment of New Hampihire and 
Rhode Hland, commiffioned by the ~een, and armed by her gift. 
They arrived at Port Royal in fix days ; and after a fmall affair of can-­
nonading and bombarding, the French governor capitulated on the 5th 
of OB:ober, when the fort was delivered up. The terms of capitula­
tion were, that all the French, being four hundred and eighty-one per· 
fons within the Banlieu, or three miles of the fort,. ili.ould be 4.lnder the 
protetl:ion of Great Britain, upon their taking the proper oaths of alle­
giance: but the other French fettlers were left to difcretion, that, in· 
cafe the French made incurfions upon the frontiers of New England, the 
Engliih ihould make reprifal& upon the French in Nova Scotia.- The 
garrifon confifted of two hundred and fifty-eight foldiers with their offi-­
cers, who w·ere fhipped to Rochelle~ General Nicholfon fent Major Li­
vingfton, and M. Subercaife difpatched baron St. Cafteen to the Marquis. 
rle Vaudreuil general of Canada, with advice of this event, and they 
arrived at ~ebec OH' the I 6th of pecember. Colonel V etch was ap­
pointed governor of Port Royal, now called Annapolis Royal, where he 
was left with a gar:rifon· of two hundred marines, and two hundred and 
£fty New England volunteers, who were relieved the next year by four 
hundred of the troops deftined againft Canada. The men of war and 
tranfports, on t1he 14th of OCtober, failed for Bofton, where they fafely 
returned; and the New England charge in this expeclition was up­
wards of 23,0.00 /. fierling, which was reimburfed by parliament •. 

The fcheme and expeditioB for reducing of ~ebec and Placentia, and· 171L 

eonfequently all Canada and Newfoundland, were folicited by General 
"Nicholfon, who fent fou-r Sachems of the Five Nations to England to 
recommend t:he attempt. Seven regiments of foot, and a battalion of 
marines, were fent from England under the command of Brigadier­
general Hill, brotheli to the· new royal favourite Mrs. Maiham, in forty 
tranfports, efcorted by a fquadron of twelve !hips of the line, feveral· 
frigates, and two bomb-veifels, commanded by Sir Hovenden Walker as 
-admiral ; with a fine train of artillery under .Colonel King. This for­
midable armament failed from England on the 28th of April, and arrived, 
it1 Nantalk.et Ri-.ver o~ar Bofton, on the 25th of June. The ,afile hav· 

mg, 
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ing given the ufual fignal to the town of the .approach o~ feveral thips 
in the bay, the alarm began about noon, and In a ihort time the troop 
of guards, with a regiment of foot, were .under. arn;~' and other pre­
cautions taken for defence af the place, untll the Inhabttants were agree .. 
ably furprifed to find that it was the Britifh fle~t. A~ Governor Dud­
ley was then abfent, the gentlemen of the council rece1ved General Hill 
and the Admiral at their landing with all military honours; and the 
forces on board were ordered on ihore at Noddes Hland, where they en .. 
camped. 

By order ·from England, a congrefs was held at New London of all 
the plantation governors north of Penfylvania, to concert meafures with 
General Nicholfon; in confequence of which, the Britiih troops were to 
be joined by two regiments from Ma!fachufets Bay, Rhode Hland, and 
New Hampfhire, to atta-ck ~ebec ; while the militia from ConneClicut, 
New York, and the Jerfeys, with the Indians of the Five Nations, fhould 
march hy land from Albany, under General Nicholfon, to attack Mon .. 
treal, by way of diverfion to facilitate the grand attempt. 

it was alieged, that the grand armament was retarded at Bofion for 
want of provifions; and when Admiral \!\Talker demanded a fupply of 
failors, the governor and council reprefented, that " The ordinary guards 
for the fea-coaft, inland forces, with thofe detached for the prefent ex­
pedition, yvere upward of two thoufand men; which, upon a ftritt 
examination into the mufter-rolls, was more than one-fifth of all the 
perfons within that government capable of bearing arms: therefore it 
'\vas inconfiftent with the fafety of that her Majefty's province to fpare 
any more men; as there were one thoufand one hundred and fixty land­
for~es, and one hundred and fixty failors in their tranfports." 

The fleet fet fail from Bofton on the 3oth of July, amounting to 
fixty-eight ve:ffels of all forts, carrying fix thoufand four hundred and 
thirty-fix t_roops. On the 18th of Auguft, they anchored in the bay ot 
harbour of Gafpee, on the fouth Gue of the entrance of St. Lawrence's 
Hiver, to wood and water: but, on the ~3d, in a foggy night, contrary 
to the advice of the pilot, they fell in with the north ihore and loft 
eight tranfports, with eight hunured and eighty-four 1nen, 'upon the 
J_flands of ~ggs In a counc~l of ':ar, it was refolved, that, " by rea-· 
ion of t~e Ignorance of the pilots, 1t was irr:praB:icable to proceed ; and 
that advtce ihonld be fent to recal General N1cholfon from proceedin()" to 
l\tlontr~a~." The fleet anc~wred in Spaniih !liver off Cape Breton o~ the 
4th of. Scpt~mber, when It was refolved, 1n a general council of war, 

" not 
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'' not to attempt any thing againft Placentia, hut to return to Great Bri­
tain. ' ' They failed frorp. Spanifh River on the 16th, and were in found:.. . 
i"ngs off the Engliih coaft in twenty-one days : but, on the 16th of Oc­
tober, the Edgar was blown up at St. Helen's, with the journals and 
other papers belonging to the admiraL 

The charge incurred by the Maffachufets province was upwards of 
Q4,ooo !. fierling,. which was allowed by parl-iament, . anti converted into • 
debentures transferable a?d bearing interefi. 

Sir Hovenden Walker wrote to Governor Dudley in BoHon as fol-· 
lows·: " I concur with the opinion of all the fea and land officers here, 
that the government of this· colony have prejudiced the prefent expedi-· 
tion, infiead of affifiing it." It was alfo publickly faid in England*, 
that " thofe who, had , the principal mangement of this expedition were 
made to expeCt, that, upon the arrival of the fleet in New England,. 
they '~Touid find there all" the neceifary fupplies of proviGon ; but, con­
trary to their expeCtation, above five weeks ehpfed before a11 things . 
could be got in readinefs." But Mr. Dummert has remarked, that 
'' when the great unfortunate expedition was fet on foot againfl: Canada, 
the New England people furnifhed , more than the quota ailigned them, 
and' provided all nec-eifaries for the Britii11 troops in fo ihort a time, that ·· 
if they had not been animated by an extraordinary zeal, vvould not 
have been poffible·; and fuch a fleet and army, wanting the neceifari es 
they did, could not have been difpatched in fo !hort a warning from an: 
por:t in England."· 

Soon after the return of the ihips from the River of St. La\Yrence, a 
terrible fire happened at Bofion, and defiroyed a great part of the city ; 
upon which occafion the governor informed the aifembly, That '' he mu ft 
offer, them his fin cere fenfe and condolence of the fleet and forces fen t 
there by her. Majefl:y's fpecial favour. That he had time enough, fi nce 
the account thereof, to confider the feveral articles of h~r Maj efi y 's com­
mand to this government, for the putting forward that expedition; an :l 
he could not charge the affembly with negleCting · any particular ; but, 
on the contrary, when· he perufed the · journals of the proceedings, he 
thought• there ~was provifion and expedition made in every article refer- · 
Iing to foldiers, artificers, pilots, tranfports and provifion for the fervice 

*· Politicaf State, October I 71 I. 

t This gentleman was many years a-rent for. New England at L ondon; man of grea"" 
fmfe, learning, and exp_erience, . 

0 
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of her Majefl:y's Britilh forces, as well as their own: therefore he hoped 
they would fee reafon to confider and reprefent home, for their jufiifica .. 
tion, that it might be detnonftrated they were in earnefi to do their duty 
to the utmoft for their own benefit and eftablifhment, as well as het 
Majefty's honour and juft right, fet down in the inll:ruCl:ions for the ex­
pedition. That befide this great article, they had in their view the 
moll: forrowful Providence of God, in fuffering fo great a part of Bofton 
to be confumed by fire, and, among the refi, the public buildings; 
which, if the heavy debts that the war had unavoidably brought upon 
them, would allow them to refi:ore, this general affembly mufi: confider 
what was proper for them to grant, and what direB:ions and orders were 
ne~effary to put upon the particular perfons that would rebuild their houfes, 
to fecure the buildings from the like defolation." 

The peace of tJ trecht happened foon afterward ; and the town of 
Bofion rofe out of its allies, rnore beautiful and mote fecure than before; 
fo that in a few years after the conflagratioh, the inhabitants there, and 
through the whole colony, continued increafing in number, trade, and 
o.pulence. 

Q!een An ne died on the dl: of Augu!l: J 7 I 4, and Mr. Dudley re· 
tained his government according to an aB: of parliament for continuing 
officers fix months after the demife of a Sovereig n ; but when that time 
was expired, the council, in conformity to the charter, took the admi• 
niftration upon themfelves. However, Mr. Dudley received the King's 
proclamation for continuing all officers until further orders, and reaffumed 
the government, which he held until November I7IJ, when Colonel 
Tail er was appointed lieutenant-governor, under Colonel Burgefs, appointed 
governor. Coloner Tailet produced an exemplification of the commif­
fion or patent granted to the new governor, and as lieutenant-o-overnor 
under him affutned the government on the 9th of :1\:ovember I 7 ~5· Go· 
vernor Dudley died at his houfe in Roxbury near Bofton in 17 ~o, aged 
feventy-three. 

· Colonel Burgefs diJ not come over to his goverrimeht, and was fupet• 
feded by C:olon~l Samuel Shute? as " his Majefty's captain-general and 
gQvernor Ih chief of the Provinces of the Maifachufets Bay and New 
ltampihire, and vice-admiral of the fame." 

Colortd Shute was brother to Lord Barringtort, and was appointed 
goverrtor 011 the 14t~ of March 1 7 16, by the felicitation of Jonathad 
Belcher Efq. an eminent merchant of New England, and afterward 

governor 
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governor there. The colonel had ferved under the Duke of Marlborough 
in Germany, and received f~e veral wm.tnds at the battle.of Donawert, where 
he commanded a troop of horfe. H1s Excellency arnved ~t Bofio.n ~n the 
4th of October 1716; and William Dummer, Efq. was appmnted h ts heute­
nant-o-overnor. He was a natural patron of his country, and his good ma­
naget~ent in the lndian war, during his adminiftration, with fmall ex pence, 
will perpetuate his memory among all true lovers of New England. 

The governor, in his firft fpeech to the affembly, intimated there was 
no fet tled falary for himfelf or lieutenant-governor. The affembly de­
dined the point of falary, but pro·vided an elegant houfe for the refidence 
of his Excellency; and ~e good intelligence between Governor Shute 
and the affembly, kept affairs in fuch good order, that little material offers 
for his time in hiftory, except the following facts: 

He propofed to the affembly to refit the fort of Pemmaquid, or rebuild 
another, that might be a greater fecurity to the frontiers of the colony. 
He alfo informed them, that notwithftanding the law paffed in England 
for encouraging naval fiores, and for the prefervation of white pine trees, 
his Majefiy had been informed, that great fpoils were daily committed in 
his woods in the province of Main, and in fome parts of Maffachufets Bay, 
by cutting down and putting to private ufe fuch trees as might be proper 
for the royal navy: therefore he recommended, that all laws againfi it 
might be put in execution, and new ones made if thofe were not 
fufficient. 

1 77 

He fuppreffed the increafing infolence of the Indians on the eaftern I 7 r7. 
frontiers, and compelled them to accept of more fubmiffive terms. He 
alfo obtained an additional or explanatory charter from the court of Great 
Britain ; which affair was occafioned as follows : 

The governor was tenacious of the royal prerogative, and was oppofed 17~2 . 
by fome perfons who had an afcendency over their fellow reprefentatives 
as alfo in fome meafure over the council, and at lafi endeavoured the fam~ 
over the go~ernor, by affu.ming fome articles of the prerogative. I-Iis 
Ex:elle?cy, 1nfl:ead of fendmg home, was well advifed to carry his com­
plamts 1n perfon, aB.d fupport them there with his interefl: · which he ac­
cor?ingly ?id in November I 7 2 2. He prefented feven a~ticles of com-
pla~nt a~~mfi the. houf~ of reprefentatives encroaching upon the prero­
gative: I. Theu t~kmg P?ffeffion of royal mafis cut into logs. 2 • Re-
~u.fing th.e governor s negative of the fpeaker. 3· A:ffuming authority 
JOmtly With the governor and council to appoint fails and thankfgivings. 

VoL. L A a 4· Adjourning 
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4· Adjourning themfelves fo~ more than two days a~ a time. 5· Dif .. 
mantlino· of forts, and ordenng the guns and ftores tnto the treafurer's 
cufl:ody.

0 

6. Sufpending of military officers, and multting them of their 
pay. 7· Sending a committee of their own to mufter the King's forces." 

Upon a hearing before the King in council, Mr. Cooke, agent for the 
houfe of reprefentatives, and his counfel, in their name, gave up or re­
nounced the firft, third, fifth, fixth, and feventh articles; acknowledged 
their faults, induced by erroneous precedents of former affemblies. The 
other two articles were regulated by an explanatory charter, which the 
affembly were direCted to accept. 

This explanatory charter was dated the 2oth of Auguft, in the twelfth 
year of King George I. and after reciting, that " whereas, in their charter, 
nothing was direCted concerning a fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, 
and of their adjourning themfelves; it was thereby ordered, that the go­
vernor or commander in chief fuould have a negative in the eleCtion of the 
fpeaker; and the houfe of reprefentatives might adjourn themfelves not 
exceeding two days at a time." By the prudent conduCt of Governor 
Dummer, the affembly were induced to accept of this explanatory charter 
in 1726, by a public aCt of the general court. 

\Vhen Governor Shute had obtained this redrefs, h~ was too infirm to 
return to his government,. and was allowed a penfion of 400 !. fterling a 
year for iife: the chief command in the adminifiration then devolved upon 
Lieutenant-governor Dum1ner, whofe conduCt is univerfally efieemed; 
and he was continued in his fiation until the arrival of Governor Burnet 
at Bofton, on the Igth of July, 1728. 

1728. William Burnet, Efq. was a fon of the noted Dotl:or Burnet, biihop of 
Salifbury. He was comptroller-general of the cufioms in Great Britain, 
and exchanged with Governor Hunter, of New York, whofe health re­
quired his return to England: but, upon the acceffion of King George If .. 
Colonel Montgomery was appointed governor of New York, and Mr. 
Burnet was made governor of the Maffachufets Bay, where he died much 
lamented on the 7th of September, 1729. 

'730• Upon the death of Mr. Burnet, Lieutenant-governor Dummer was 
chief in the adminifiration, until the arrival of Jonathan Belcher, Efq. as 
governor, on the 8th of Augufi, I 730. Mr. Belcher was a native of New 
England, of a good clear paternal efiate, and confequently of a true natural 
interefi: in the country. During his government, he ftrongly adhered t_D 
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his infiruttions; but was fuperfeded by a commiffion g_ranted to William 
Shirley, Efq. which arrived on the 14th of Auguft, r 741. This new go· 
vernor was a gentleman of the law, who had refided and practifed in New 
England for feveral years; but the particulars of his adminiftration are 
teferved for another place. 

·_ Thefe are the governors and lieutenant or deputy-governors, appointed 
at home, from the date of the new charter in I 6g I to I 7 s6. The other 
royal officers, referved by charter to be appointed by the crown, are the 
fecretary andjudge of vice-admiralty; therefore it may not be improper 
here to annex a ihort account of their fucceffion. 

I. Secretaries. Ifaac Addington, Efq. the fidl: fecretary, was appointed 
by the charter, during pleafure. He died in 1715, and was fucceeded by 
Captain Woodward, who refigned in 1717, in favour of Mr. \Villard, 
who kept his ftation in I 7 48. 

II. Vice Admiralty. The charter referves to the crown the exercife of 
any admiralty court or jurifdiCl:ion, by commiffion to be iffued under the 
great feal of the crown, or that of the high admiral or cornmiffioners for 
executing that office. This court of vice-admiralty confifis of a judge, 
a king's advocate, a regifter, and a marihal. A foie judge without a jury, 
in cafes of high con(equence; but there lies an appeal to the court of de­
legates in Great Britain. 

The fucceffion of judges was as follows: 
Wait Winthrop, Efq. on the 2 2d of May, I 6 99, was appointed judge 

of admiralty- for: New York, Maffachufets Bay, ConneCl:icut, Rhode Hland, 
and New Hampfhi-re; He was fucceeded by Mr. Atwood in that office, as 
alfo for the J erfeys; and, on the I oth of November, 170 r, he appointed 
Mr. Newton his deputy. Roger Monpeffon, Efq. on the 1ft of April, 
1703, had a commiffion as judge for the fame colonies. Nathaniel Byfield, 
Efq. had the like commiffion granted on the 13th of December, 1707. 
John Menzies, Efq. on the 26th of Auguft, I 715, was appointed judge 
for Maffachufets Bay, Hampfhire, and Rhode Hland. Upon the death 
of Mr. Menzies in 1728, Robert Auchmuty, Efq. was appointed judge 
pro tempore by Governor Burnet, who foon after reinfiated Mr. Byfield: 
but Mr. j\uchmuty fucceeded him in I 733, and was fuperfeded by Chan1 .. 
bers Ruifel, Efq. in 17 4 7. 

All the officers of this court of vice-admiralty have a power of appoint~ 
ing deputies; and Mr. Cradock was deputy-judge in 1748. 

A a ~ Befide 
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Befide this court of vice-admira1ty in each of the provinces and colo .. 
, nies, there is a jufiiciary court of admiralty, for trial of piracies and other 

crimes committed upon the high feas. The members of this court are 
various in the different colonies; but in the province of the Maifachufets 
Bay, the judges are, the governor,. the cou~cil~ the ~ecreta~y, the judge of 
vice-admiralty, the con1mander of the Ktng s fiatwn fiups of war, the 
furveyor-general of the northern diftriet of cuftoms, and the collector of 
the cufioms for the port of Bofton. 

The furvey of the royal timber, efpecially of mafi:ing trees, extends 
over the northern provinces and colonies. The officers are appointed 
from Great Britain; and are a furveyor-general, with four fubordinate 
furveyors: the whole charge of this furvey is about Boo I. fterling a year, 

· with confiderable riding charges, paid by the navy-office. 

The officers belonging to the collections of cuftoms are appointed by 
the treafury-board, and warranted by the comtniffioners of the cull:oms in 
Great Britain; but in this province there are only the two collections of 
Bofton and Salem. -._ . 
.. A deputy auditor was commiffioned by the auditor-general in Great 
Britain, to audit the treafurer's provincial accounts; but, in 1721, this 
w"as declared by the general aifembly of the province to be inconfiftent 
with their charter, and was never afterward put in execution. 

B~overnor Shute returned to-England, he received orders from 
thence to get an eftabliihed falary fettled on the governor; but the affembly 
were in no difpofition to leave the governor in a ftate of independency 
upon them as to that article. The fame orders were fent to his fucceifor, 
William Burnet, Efq. who moft ftrenuoufly infifted on fuch an eftabliili­
ment, purfuant to his inftruCl:ions ; but with as ill fuccefs. This interefted 
conteft between the governor and the reprefentatives, occafioned much 
warmth in the aifetnbly, and ill blood in the whole body of the people, 
who had before their eyes the ruinous effeB:s of the· prodigality of Barba­
does to their governpr, Mr. Worfley, which they daily groaned under, 
and could not take one effeB:ual ftep toward recalling it. Governor Bel· 
cher had a falary of 200 l. a year fettled upon him by the government of 
New H ampihire; but the aifembly of Bofl:on \-vould not follow the leading 
exam'ple. The council, indeed, were compliable, but the houfe of repre• 
fentatives continued inflexible; therefore the governor di!folved the a[em· 
bly, and remained without any falary.. . 

Before 
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Before the houfe broke up, they made the following minutes on the 
tfi of January, 17 3 I. " After the mofi ferious confi.deratio~ of his Ma­

jefiy's infiruction for fixing a falary on his Excellency and h1s fucceffors, 
together with the rights and privileges of the people, we apprehend the 
houfe 'ought not to accede thereto: but at the fame time we efieem it the 
duty of this houfe, as well as their honour, willingly and unanimoufly to 
give their votes in palling acts for the ample and honourable fupport of 
his Majefl:y's governor." The people were of the fame fentiments with 
their lafi reprefentatives, whom they re-eleCted to compofe the new 
affembly, which was alfo diffolved on the fame account: but the third 
affembly were equally refractory as to the grand article of falary. They 
frill perfified in their refolution to allow the governor Iooo l. a year, and 
leave the continuance of it to fucceeding affemblies; which the governor 
accepted, and pn_t an end for the prefent to this controverfy; but the royal 
injunction was fiill infifted upon for efiablifuing a falary on the governor. 

A new difficulty was raifed in I 7 33 by the council and reprefentatives;. 
about the difpofal of the public money. The governor infifl:ed fuch dif­
pofal was only in him; but the affembly, who gave the money, argued 
from thence, that fuch right was only in them: however this debate was· 
determined by the Britiih parliament, who voted, " That the complaint 
from New England was frivolous and groundlefs, an high infult upon his, 
Majefty's government, and tending to ihake off the dependency of the 
faid colony upon Great Britain, to which by law and right they were and: 
ought to be fubject." 

In facr_, there was fiill fubfi.fiing in this province a virtuous and- public: 
fpirit, which is the principal fupport of any country: but it will be after­
ward feen, that this public fpirit of the Colonifts has not been always· fill 
well approved •. 

s·E C T ·r ONf 
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SECT I 0 N X. 

CJ'he Jy.ftem of laws, government, and the civil adminijlration, e)lablijhed in 
the colony. 

I T may be obferved in general.' that the mode of jurifdi~io.n is much 
. the fame in all the four colontes of New England, by JUfhces of the 

peace and their quarterly feffions; by inferior county-courts of common 
law; and by provincial fuperior courts for appeal~ 

They are divided into confiituted difiricts called tovvnihips; which are 
a kind of bodies corporate, may fue and be fued, eleCt all proper officers, 
fend deputies to the houfe of reprefentatives, and make bye-~aws. The 
management of townihip affairs is in a few perfons, who are called Select 
Men, annually elected by the qualified voters of the towniliips or diftritls. 
In moft of the other Britiih colonies, their conftituted pariihes act as bodies 
corporate by cufiom; the management is in veftry men, who generally 
are for life, and the furvivors fupply vacancies. 

In the four colonies of New England, juries are returned to the feveral 
courts by eleCtion in certain quotas from the feveral towniliips, but not 
by the appointment of the ilieriffs. , 

As to the colony of Maffachufets Bay in particular, it iliould be remem· 
bered, that their original old charter was dated the 4th of l\1arch, 16:!9; 
foon after which, the company in London chofe Mr. \Vinthrop governor, 
and Mr. Dudley deputy-governor. At the firft meeting of the court of 
affiftants at Charles-Town, on the Q3d of Auguft, 163 o, they eftabliilied 
rules of proceeding ·in all civil actions, and inftituted fubordinate powers 
for puniihing offenders. The fupreme authority being in the court ~f 
affiftants, they refolved upon frequent meetings for the execution of it m 
the manner formerly mentioned. 

In I 6 34, the plantation was greatly increafed; fettlements were extended 
more than thirty miles from the capital town; and it was thought high 
time to have known eftabliihed laws, that the inhabitants might no longer 
be fubjea to the varying uncertain judgments which otherwife would be 
made concerning their actions. The minifters and fome of the laymen 
were confulted about a body of laws fuited to the circumftances of the 
colony both civil and religious. Con1mittees of magiftrates and elders were 

appointed 
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appointed almofl: every year, for twelve years fucceffively; and while they· 
were fitting a code, particular laws, which were of the greatefi neceffity, 
were occafionally enaCled; the whole were collected together, ratified by 
the court, and printed in I 648. Mr. Belling ham, of the magifirates )· 
and l\llr. Cotton, of the clergy, had the principal !hare in this work. 

The expence of fettling the Maifachufets Bay colony, for the firft · 
twelve years, was about two hundred thoufand pounds fierling; .and the· 
fettlers were neither neceffitous nor criminals *. The charac:ter of thefe 
new planters, with the ftate and condition they were in before they left 
England, and after their arrival in America, fo as to fee the fource of the· 
peculiarities in their laws and cuftoms, has been confidered before; but 
here is the place to make fome farther obfervations thereon. , 

The charac:ter which the colony acquired, by the firic:tnefs and feverity 
of their laws, induced many perfons of pious minds to come over them-· 
felves, and others to fend their children for education, many of whom re-· 
mained there. Pennfylvania, by a greater latitude in their fyfiem, have 
drawn inhabitants in much greater proportion; but the ancefiors of the 
New England people valued themfelves upon being a colony for religion;. 
and Mr. Penn had no other motive to found his colony than humarn. 
policy .. 

Thofe who firfl: direc:ted the fprings of government in New Englandi 
ac:ted fo far upon principle, that they did not choofe fuch punifhments for · 
crimes, as were merely in proportion to their affec:ting the fafety or peace: 
of fociety ;. a principle upon which the European nations have , been: 
a ttem ptirig to model their crim inalla ws for feveral ages paft ; but the new 
colonifis annexed greater penalties to fome immoralities and impieties than ­
had been known in their native country; this brought circumfiances under ­
the notice of the civil magifhate, which would have efcaped it in Eng-· 
land; and fome ac:tions might have been judged criminal that would have_· 
appeared indifferent to minds lefs .fcrupulous. 

Murder, fodomy, witchcraft, and rape of a child under ten years of :­
age, were the only crimes made capital in the colony, which were fo in 
England; and yet, from the above mifl:aken principle, the laws of the · 
infant colony were more fanguinary than thofe of the mother-country; : 
for many offences were made capital in the former, which were not fo in1 
the latter. . Thus homicide, was either murder, excufable homicide, or~· 

»»· Mr. Dummer's defence of the New Englan.d charters .. . 
juftifiable.; ; 
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ju!l:ifiable; for they did not make the difiinClion. of manilaughter from 
n1urder: becaufe the benefit of cl~r~y was of pop1ih extract, and burning 
in the hand appeared to them a nd1culous ceremony. 

Blafphemy, and man-fiealing, were alfo made capital: fo was adultery 
with a married woman, both to the man and woman, although the man 
was fingle, and feveral have fuffered death upon this law: but male 
adultery with an unmarried woman, was not capital. 

Perjury, if wilful, with intent to take away the life of another, was 
death, from Deut. xix. 16. but this crime was never made capital in 
England, though it highly deferves that puniihment: in this inftance, 
however, , the Maffachufets law appears to have agreed with the civil 
law, the laws of Scotland at this day, and of fome other European 
ftates. 

A child above fixteen years of age, that curfed, or fmote the father or 
mother, unlefs provoked by cruelty, or unchriftianly neglected educa­
tion; and alfo a ftubborn and rebellious fon, according to Deut. xxi. 20. 

upon conviction, were to fuffer death. There have been feveral trials 
upon this law; but there appears only one conviction, and the offender 
was pardoned in 1665. 

High-treafon was not mentioned; becaufe the royal authority had 
funk before they agreed upon their code : but confpiracy to invade their 
·own commonwealth, or any treacherous perfidious attempt to fundamen­
tal'ly alter and fubvert the frame of their polity and government, was 
made a capital offence. 

Rapine was left to the difcretion of the court, to puniih with death, 
or otherwife. This crime was not capital by the J ewiih law, and for 
.that reafon it was not fo for many years by the colony law : but when 
co~plaints were made againfl: the colony, in 1678, it was by law made 
.capitaL 

Several offences were capital upon a fecond conviction; as the return· 
ing of a Romilh prieft into the jurifdiction, after banifhn1ent upon the 
firft conviCl:ion; and the law was the fame with refpea to ~akers. 

The denial of either of the books of the Old and New Tefiament, 
which were all enumerated to be the written and infallible word of 
tGod, was either banifhment or death, for the fecond offence, at the di[ .. 

cretion 
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cretion of the court; and, what is extraordinary, an inhabitant who ' 
was guilty of this offence upon the high-feas, was made liable to the 

penalty. 

Bu--glary and theft, in a houfe or fields, on a Lord's Day, were capi-. 

tal upon a third conviction. 

Thefe were all the offences which they made capital: but in · the firft · 

draught of the laws, by Mr. Cotton, divers other · offences were made · 

capital. Thus, profaning the Lord's Day in a carelefs or fcornful ne- · 

glet'c or contempt thereof; as in Numbers xv. 30-36. Reviling the ma-.. 

gifir:1tes in highefi rank; that is, the governor and council ; as in Exod . . 

xxii. I8. I Kings xxii. 8, g, 4±· Defiling a woman efpoufed; as in . 
Dcut. xxii. Q 3-26. Incefl: within the Levitical degrees. The pollu­

tion mentioned in Levit. xx. I 3-I6. Lying with a maid in her fa­

ther)s houfe, and keeping it fecret until ihe was married to another. 

The punifhment by death was erafed from all thefe offences by Mr. 

\Vinthrop, who left them to the difcretion of the court to inflict any 

other punifhment not capital. 

From the fame prejudice in favour - of lfraelitiih cufioms, a fondnefs 

arofe, or at leafl: was increafed, for fignificant names for children ; of 

whom the three firfl: baptized in Bofl:on church were, Joy, Recompence, 

a-nd Pity. The humour fpread .; and the town of Dorchefl:er, in parti­

cular, was remarkable for fuch names as Faith, Hope, Charity, Deliver­

ance, Dependance, Preferved, Content, Prudent, Patience, Thankful, 

Hate-evil, Holdfafi, and others; many of which are fiill retained . in 
fome families, in remembrance of their ancefl:ors. 

Pr.ofanation of the fabbath was ten ihillings penalty . . 

Fornication might be punifhed by enJOIDing marriage, by fines, or ­

corporal puniiliment; and a freeman, convid:ed of this offence, might 

be disfranchifed. 

Idlenefs was no fmall offence; common fowlers, tobacco-takers., and 

all other perfons who could give no good account how they fpent tQ.eir 

time, the confiables were required to prefent to the next magifirate, and ­

the feleB:-men of every town were required to overfee the families, to 

difhibute the children into claifes, and take care they were employed in , 

fpinning and other labour, according to their age and condition. 

VoL. L B.h. C:.ontc1np_t·. 
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Contempt of authority was punifbed with great feverity, by fines, im. 
prifonment, or corporal puniihment. . 

. . 
Leffer offences, as all breakers of the peace, and alfo every offence 

cotztra bfJnos mores, the court punifbed at difcretion, if there was no de­
terminate penalty. 

Negroes were brought in very early among them : but they had a 
law againfi fiavery, except prifoners taken in war. 

In tefiamentary matters, the county courts had jurifdiB:ion by law. 
They at firfi fo far followed the civil Jaw as to confider real eftates as 
n1ere bona, and did not confine themfelves to any rule of diftribution 
then in ufe in England, and which were afterward more fully efi:ablilhed 
by the ftatute of difiributions. They confidered the family and eftate 
in all their circumfiances, and fometimes affigned a greater portion to 
one branch than another; fometime5 they fettled all upon the widow; 
in other cafes affigned the whole efiate to the adminifirators, or to any 
relation who would undertake to fupport or provide for the family, and 
pay certain fums to the children when they came to age or marriage. 
All this feems to be neceffary in a new plantation, where tnofi people 
foon fpent what little perfonal efiate they had, in improvement upon 
their lands. 

vVhen they efiablifbed a general rule, they conformed very near to 
the rules refpeB:ing perfonal efiate in England, only they gave the eldeft 
fon a double portion; and in the real efiate, the widow was generally 
confidered for her dower only; but fiill, according to the circumfiances 
of the eflate and family, the court would confider the widow, and al­
low her a greater or leffer part, and enjoin her to take care of the 
children unable to provide for themfelves, in proportion to what ihe 
received. The common law was altered with refpeCl: to fee-fimple 
efiates, which defcended to every child: and it -feems natural to fuppoie, 
that eflates in fee-tail fhould defcend in like manner, except fo far as 
the entail limited or cut the fee; as in gavelkind all the fans take as 
heir of the body : notwithfianding which, the confiruClion of a general 
tail was fuch, that the heir at common law took as heir of the body iO 

the exc1u:fion of other children: but traitors and felons might difpole of 
their effates by will, after fentence; and, if they died intefiate, diftribu­
tion was made, as in other cafes, becaufe there were no forfeitures. 

T9ey held their lands as of the manor of Eaft Greenwich, in free 
and common focage; from whence they conceived that focage-tenure in­

cluded 
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eluded all the cuftoms and properties of gavelkind. They made pro:vi­
fion, by temporary la\•vs, for the charges of government; whic~ was 
done for many years in the mofi equit::tble way, by affeffing every Inha­
bitant in proportion to the profits of his whole eftate : but after the year 
I 645, irn pofis and excifes were introduced. 

Their military laws at firfi \vere more fevere, and every perfon was 
required to appe::tr in arms once every month for military exercife; fame 
few perfons in public office only excepted. This was afterward reduced 
to eight times in a year, and at length to four. Every inhabitant \vas 
to be furniilied with arms and ammunition : but a few months actual 
fervice againft the Indian enemy in Philip's war, made better foldiers,. 
than all their exercife at home had done in forty years. Upon the di­
vifion of the colony into regiments, colonels and lieutenant-colonel's \Vere· 
appointed to each regiment; which was of no long continuance; for 
afterward they had a ferjeant-major to every regiment, and a major­
general for the whole, who were chofen by the freemen : but the of­
ficers of the feverai companies were chofen by their men refpectively, 
and prefented to the general court for their approbation. 

As to their legiilative and judiciary forms, with fome fpecia·l cufimns, 
it may be obferved, that their enacting fl:yle was, " It is ordered by thi& 
court, and the authority thereof." For many years, the governor, af­
fifrants or council, not under feven; with the deputies or reprefentatives, 
in a legal capacity, voted together: but, in I 6 52, that the governor 
and council £hould fit and vot apart, fo as to confiitute a feparate nega­
tive. The governor, deputy-governor, and affifrants, or: council called 
magiihates, were the fuperior court cor appeals in civil cafes ; and were 
the court of Oyer and Terminer in cafes of life, member, bani£hment, 
or divorce. After they were conftituted two difiinct houfes, if they 
happened to differ in any cafes of judicature civil or criminal,. the affair 
was to be determined by a vote of the whole court aifembled together~ 
The general court only had power to pardon condemned criminals-:_ 
no general court was to continue above a year; and the governor when 
prefent was prefident in all courts. The governor, deputy-governor, or 
majority of the affiHants, might call a general afiembly, which was not 
to be adjourned or diffolved but by a vote of the fame._ 

The officers annually elected by the freemen in general, were, the: 
governor, deputy-governor, affiftants, treafurer, major-general, ad_mi;:al,, 
~ommiffioners for the United Colonies, and fecretarz .. 

Bb~ 
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'By an aCt in r 64 r, the freemen had liberty to choofe deputies for the 
general court, eit~er in their own county or ~own,. ?r elfewh:re~ ~s they 
thought proper, io as they 'vere freemen tnhabtttng that JUnfdtC:tion: 
but this law was not re-enaCted under the new charter adminifiration. 

By a law made in 1654, no common attorney in ahy inferior court 
was to be admitted to fir as a deputy in the general court or affem. 
bly. In I 6 34, an order or law was made, that no trial fhould pafs upon 
any for life or death, without a jury regularly chofen by freemen: but 
grand-juries were not legally efiabliihed until September 163 5, when 
about one hundred offences were prefented at the firfi court. 

In criminal matters, a fpirit of virtue produced informers, without 
reproach to their charaCters; and in criminal profecutions a bill was to 
be regularly found by a grand jury, in which they were not very for­
mal ; becaufe fometimes the bill would be indorfed, that the jury had 
ihong grounds of fufpicion, yet not fufficient evidence to put upon 
trial. 

As the colony increafed, and the fettlements extended remote from the 
. capital, it was found neceifary to make a divifion into ihires or counties; 
and courts were held in each county; fome had four in a year, others 
two, and Main but one. Thefe courts were held by the magifirates who 
reiided in each county, or any ~thers who would attend, together with 
fuch other perfons as the freemen of the county ihould nominate, and 
the general court approve, fo as to make five in all, and any thiee to 
hold a court, who h:id power to determine all ciYil caufes, and all crimi­
nal, that were. not capital. 

In feveral towns, a petty court was efiabliihed for fmall debts and 
trefpaifes under twenty flHllings : and in every tO\Yn the felett-men 
had power to determine all offences againfi the bye-laws of the place 
under the penalty of twenty £billings : but the bye-laws could not ex· 
tend to matters criminal in their nature; being limited to the regulation 
of their buildings, fences, and fireets ; fo as to prevent nuifances, or 
1mprove conveniences, for the ufe and accommodation of the inhabi· 
tants. 

Their judicial proceedings \Vere in a particular fummary way; and 
they feem to have not much regarded forms in books of entries. At firfi, 
the parties fpoke for themfelves ; but fometimes they were affified by a 

patron, 
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patron, or man of fuperior abilitie-s, who gave his affifiance voluntadly., 
without fee or reward. 

As early as the year I 64o, they made provifion for a public regifiry; 
and no mortgage, bargain, fa1e, or grant of any realty was good, where 
the grantor remained in poffeffion, againft any perfons, except the gran­
tor and his heirs, unlefs the-fame was acknowledged before a magifirate, 
and recorded: and all grants that had been before made were to be ac­
knowledged and recorded . . 

Every r~arriage, birth, and death was likewife regifiered, firfi in the 
town, and then in the county regifier; under a fine of twenty ihillings 
for neglect. 

For the firtt twenty years, they ufed little ·formality in their deeds and 
conveyances of titles to lands : but, in I 6 5 I, it was ordered, that no 
efl:ate of inheritance ihould pafs, unlefs it was expre:ffed in the deed or 
conveyance, " To have and to hold to the grantee and his heirs for 
ever," or words to that effect : and fo no efiate tail, except expreffed, 
-" to the heirs male of the body lawfully begotten for ever, o-r to the gran­
tee for life or term of years.'' 

Oaths were adminifl:ered with no other ceremony than holding up the 
hand; which was fufficient to difiinguiili a witnefs from the refi: of the 
court. Killing, or laying the hand upon the book, was fcrupled, as an 
idolatrous ceremony; nornas it ever fince been praB:ifed in any of the 
governments in New England, except when fpecial commiffions from 

~ Great Britain, to take depofitions to be ufed in the -courts of judicature 
there, have made it necefiary. 

-

In I 6 5 Q, it was enacted, that a Mint-houfe ihould be erected at Bof-
ton, to coin filver of fierling alloy into 12 d. 6 d. and 3d. pieces in va­
lue 1efs than that of the prefent Engliih coin by Q d. in the ihilling: the 
ftamp to be, within a double ring; on the one fide, MASSACHUSETS, with 
a tree in the center; on the other fide, NEw ENGLAND, with the year 
1652; and the figures XII. VI. and nr. according. to the value of each 
piece; with a private mark. All the New England coin is dated 16 5Q ; 
though they continued coining for fome years afterwards; which is a 
prerogative of the fovereign, not of a colony : but fcarce any of this 
coin appears at prefent; becaufe, with all other filver coin, it has been 
ejeB:ed by a paper currency. Excepting Engliili coin, n<;> other was to 
be current; and five per cent. for charges of coining, was allowed by 

the 

I. 
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the owners of the filver brought into the mint to be coined: but expor­
tation of this coin, except twenty fhillings for neceffary expences, was 
prohibited, on pain of confifcation of all effeCts. 

In the old charter times, the colony was at firft divided into the three 
counties of Suffolk, Eifex, and Middlefex; but 'yhen they aifumed the 
jurifdiction of New Hampfhire and province of Main, and fettled com­
pactly upon ConneClicut River, the colony, in 167 I, was divided into 
thefe counties : 

Counties. 
I. Suffolk, 
2. Norfolk, 
3· Eifex, 
4· Pifcataqua, 
5· Middlefex, 
6. Yorkfhire, 
7. Ham pfhire, 

Chief Towns. 
Bofion. 
Saliibury and Hampton. 
Salem and Ipfwich. 
Dover and Portfn1onth. 
Charles Town and Cambridge. 
York. 
Northampton and Springfield. 

But as they now fiand, ~he f~veral counties, with their courts of ge­
ne'ral quarter-feffions, and 1nfenor court of common-pleas, are as follow: 

I. Suffolk, 

2. Eifex, -

3· Middlefex, 

4· Ham plhire, -

5. W orcefter, -

6. Plymouth, 

7. Barnftaple, -

.s At Bofton ; firft Tuefday of January, April, 
1 July, and October. , 

{

Salem; fecond Tuefday of July, and Iaft Tuef. 
?ay in December ; Nev:rbury, lafi: Tuefday 
1n December: and Ipfw1ch, laft Tuefday ia 
March. 

{

Cambridge; third Tuefday in May : Charles 
Town; fecond Tuefday in December and 
~arch : Cor:cord ; laft Tuefday in Auguft. 

I 
Spnng_field; thud Tuefday in May; lafi Tuef­

day 1n Auguft : Northatnpton · fecond Tuef­
day in February and Novemb~r. 

{ 

Worcefl:er ; firft Tuefday in November and Fe­
bruary; fecond Tuefday in Ma-y· third 
Tuefday in Auguft. ' 

1 Plymouth; firft Tuefday in March · third 
l Tuefday in May, September and De~ember. 
5 Barn~a.ple ; laft Tuefday in June ; third Tuef­
l day 1n March, OClober, and January. 

11 8. Brifioi, 
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8. Briftol, 

9· York, 

1 o. Duke's County, 

1 I. Nantucket, 

5 Briftol; fecond Tuefday in March, June, Sep­
l tember, and December. 

{

York; firft Tuefday in April, July, Otl:ober, 
and January: Falmouth; fidl: Tuefday in 
OB:ober. 

S Edgartown ; firft Tuefday in March ; laft Tuef­
l day in OB:ober. 
S Sherburne; laft Tuefday in March ; fi rft Tuef-
l day in OCl:ober. . 

The fuperior courts of judicature and affizes are alfo held in the follow­
ing manner: 

1. Suffolk, 

2. Eifex, -

3· Middlefex, -

4· Ham pihire, -
5· Worcefl:er, 
6. Plymouth, 
7. Barnfl:aple, and 
8. Duke's County, 
9· Briftol, 

10. York, 

s Bofton; third Tuefday in Auguft and Febru­
l ary. 
5 Salem ; fecond Tuefday in November : Ipf­
L wich; fecond Tuefday in May. 
{Cambridge; firft Tuefday in Auguft: Charles 

Town; lafi Tuefday in January. 
Springfield; fourth Tuefday in September. 
W orcefter; third Tuefday in September. 
Plymouth; fecond Tuefday in July. 

l Barnftaple; third Tuefday in J u1y. 

Brifiol; fourth W ednefday in October. 
York; third W ednefday in June. 

By aB: of aiTembly, occafionally but not fiatedly, the times of fitting 
of thefe feveral courts alter, and as they may be varied from time to 
·time by atl:s of the provincial aifembly, the above is only a temporary 
account. 

By charter, the general a !fern blies are allowed to erefr judicatories ; 
to hear and determine concerning pleas, whether real, perfonal, or 
mi xed; and all manner of crimes, capital or not capi tal. In perfonal 
actions, where the matter in difference exceeds the va lue of 300 !. iter­
ling, appeals are allowed to the king in council ; provided fuch appeal 
be made in fourteen days after judgment given; and that before fuch 
appeal is allowed, fecurity be given by the appellants to the value of the 
matter in controverfy, with co!l:s and damages, fo as execution is not 
flaid. 

Their 
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Their judicatories in civil aCl:ions were thus confiituted : I. All actions 
under 10 /. old tenor, which may now be about 20 s. fl:erling, are at 
firft inftance cognizable by a juftice of peace. 2. From thence lies an 
appeal to the county court of common-pleas ; which court feerris of no 
great confequence, and generally ferves, without much pleadings., only 
to tranfmit it to the fuperior and provincial court, perhaps the moll: up­
right of any in the plantations: but all aCl:ions not exceeding the value 
as above, mull: originate in the inferior courts. 3· From the inferior 
court of common -pleas, there is appeal to a fuperior or provincial court 
in their circuits ; and this is alfo a court of Oyer and Terminer in civil 
affairs. 4- From this court there is a review to the fame court of judges, 
but of another jury. 5· There lies a liberty of petitioning the general 
affembly, as a court of error, upon proper allegations, to order a re­
hearing before the fame fuperior court. 

In each county, the governor and council appoint one high-!heriff, 
with a power of deputifing ; and any number of coroners, the judges 
of the feveral courts, are generally accepted on recommendation from 
the governor. 

The juries never were appointed by the £heriffs of the counties; but 
' every townfhip, at a regularly called town-meeting, elected their quota 

for the county·: but as fome defigning men officioufly attended thefe 
townfhip-meetings, upon particular occa!ions, to obtain a packed or par­
tial jury, the jurors were afterward by lot, fame by chance, and others 
by rotation : but the privilege of juries feems to give the people a nega­
tive, even in the executive part of the civil government. 

In each county, befide the civil officers appointed by the governor and 
council, and the military or militia officers appointed by the governor as 
captain-general, there is a county-treafurer, and a county-regi!l:er or re­
corder of deeds or real conveyances. Thefe officers are chofen by a joint 
written vote of the qualified voters in each towniliip of the county, and 
iorted in the next quarter-feffions : but the county-treafurers annually 
render and pafs their accounts with a cotnmittee of the general aifembly. 

The plantations and farms in the old townfhips near Bofton, are ge­
nerally become frnall, occafioned by a provincial aB: of affembly, which 
divides the real as well as the perfonal efiate of intefl:ates, among all the 
children or c1,llaterals. The people there are tnuch bigotted to this pro­
vince law, and frequently die inte!l:ate: but this humour is attended with 
fame ad van.tages; as wher a farm tl us becomes finall, the poffe[or can-

3 n~ 
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not li¥e by it, and is obliged to fell to the proprietor of fome adjoining 
farm, and move farther inland, where he can purchafe wafie land in 
great quantities at an eafy rate, to the enlargement of the country im­
provements. Thus in the townfhips which now compofe the county of 
Worcefier, about half a century ago, there were not above two hundred 
families; whereas, in the valuation in 17 42, there were found in that 
county about three thoufand two hundred taxable white n1ale perfons, 
though the nun1ber has been fince diminifhed by the late wars upon that 
continent. 

The civil adminifl:ration may be divided into the fupreme court of le­
giflature, called the general-court or general-aifembly of the province ; 
and the fubordinate executive courts. The great and general-court, or 
provincial affembly, confifts of three negatives; the governor, council, 
and houfe of reprefentatives, in the following manner: 

1. The -governor is by patent or commiffion from the king, durante bene 
placita, with a book of infiruetions, which are binding to him, though 
not fo conclufive to the houfe of reprefentatives. The military govern­
ment by land and fea is folely vefied in the governor, who grants all com­
miffions in the militia ; appoints all judges, jufiices, and fheriffs; and he 
has a negative not only in all bills of aifembly, but likewife in all their 
eleB:ions of officers, that of a fpeaker not excepted. Thus the governor 
commiffions all militia and other 1nilitary officers independently of the 
council or affembly ; he nominates all civil officers, except thofe con­
cerned in the finances, and they are accordingly appointed with confent 
of the council. He calls, diifolves, prorogues, adjourns, and removes 
the general aifembly at pleafure. Some governors have alfo refuied their 
aifent to bills, refolves, and orders of the general-court ; thus a dele­
gated power aifumes more than the fovereign authority ; for the Kings 
of Great Britain, efpecially of late years, have never exerted this branch 
of their royal prerogative, except upon fmne extraordinary occafion. 

The jufi pecuniary profits of the governor have been always confide r­
able, and of late years he has been allowed a fa1ary of Iooo l. fierJ.ing a 
year. He has one-third of all cufiom-houfe feizures. The naval office 
belongs to him, with many fees of various kinds ; and in time of war 
there are fees for granting letters of marque to private fhips of war, 
befide · many e~oJuments arifing from milita_ry tranfaetions by land. The 
governor, however, is not author-ized by charter to imprefs 1nen in to the 
military fervice, . to march out of the province, without an ac£ or refolve 
of the general-court ; nor can he give his afle nt to any aa for repealing 

VoL. I. C c ' any 
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any of the fianding laws of the provin~e, without. a fufpending ~laufe; 
that is until a copy thereof be tranfnutted and la1d before the k1ng, to. 
whom' the governor is accountable for his conduct upon cOtnplaints ex~ 
hibited againfi him from the colony. 

2. The fecond negative in the legiflature is, that of the king's or gover .. 
nor's council, called the honourable b_oard; which .confifts of twenty .. 
eight affifiants or counfellors, to be adv1fing and affifhng to the governor, 
and to confiitute one negative in the legiflature, fimilar to the Houfe of 
Lords in Great Britain. They are annually chofen the lafi: Wednefday 
in May, by a joint vote of the lafi: year's counfellors, and the new houfe 
of reprefentatives. 

This negative is called THE BoARD; but there feems to be fome in· 
conveniencies in the confiitution of their power, for they may be inti­
midated by the governor, who has a power of negativing the election of 
any counfellor, without alleging reafons; and they alfo ftand in awe 
ef the members of the third negative-, as to their election by the houfe 
of reprefentatives. 

The council are a!filling to the governor, by their advice and confent 
in appointing all civil officers, except thofe of the finances; and feven of 
the counci-l make a board. The governor and council have the probate 
of wills, of granting adminifirations, and of divorces ; but they ap­
point a fubonlinate ju-dge of probates in each county. The governor 
alfo, with the advice and confent of the council, nominates and appoints. 
j-udges, eommi:fHoners of Oyer arn:l Terminer, fheriffs, juftices of the 
peace, and other civil officers ; but no fuch appointment is to be made 
without fummons iffued feven days before unto fuch of the counfellors 
as :fhould be refiding within the province at that time. 

3· The third negative in the legiflative body is called " The honourable 
houfe of reprefentatives,'' by whom the freen1en are reprefented in their 
lower houfe ; not by eleCtion from counties, cities, and boroughs, as in 
Great Britain, and in fome of the Briti!h colonies; but fron1 certain dif­
triCls of land incorporat.ed by the names of town!hips, very unequal in 
extent. Thus Springfield contains upwards of one hundred thoufand 
acres, and Medford does not contain above two thoufand acres ; but ge­
nerally they fi1ould be about fix n1iles fquare, or near twenty-three thou­
fand acres. 

By 
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By charter, each place i~ impowered to depute two perfons and no 
more; yet Bofion is allowed to fend four, and might be allowed twenty, 
confidering its taxes and number of inhabitants in proportion to the 
whole colony reprefentations; but fuch proportions are not obferved in 
Great Britain : the qualification of an elector is forty iliillings a year free­
hold, or other eftate to the value of fifty pounds fterling. 

By aCts ~f affembly, all townfhips under one hundred and twenty 
qualified voters, are reftricted to fend one reprefentative ; but with this rea-­
fonable qualification, that no townfhip, confifting of lefs than eighty 
legal voters, :£hall be fined for not fending a reprefentative. 

The votes of the houfe of reprefentatives are regularly printed at 
the public charge; one copy for each townfhip, and another cepy for 
each member. The prefent enaCting ftyle is, " Be it enacted by the 
governor, council, and reprefentatives.'' Thankfgivings and fafis are 
appointed by the governor and council, at the defire of the houfe of re­
prefentatives. When a joint committee of both houfes is appointed, 
generally one-third is from the council, and two-thirds from the repre­
fentatives, who infift upon feveral privileges, and the following in par~ 
t1cular: 

1. That the governor's inf\:ruCl:ions from the fecretary of fiate of that 
department, are recommendatory, but not obligatory upon the reprefen­
tatives of the people. And they alfo affert, that they are at liberty to 
vary from any former grants to governors. 

{ 

2. That the counciLmay only concur or not concur in a tax or any 
other money-bill; but may make no amendment; and the affair of [up­
plying the treafury always originates in the houfe of reprefentatives. 

Although the military ate the abfolute prerogative of the crown, the 
.af.felllbly, efp~cially the houfe of reprefentatives, have fometim.es corn .. · 
plained and admoniihed the governor, upon extraordinary o\::cafions, in 
that refpect. 

Writs for calling a general a:ffembly are to iifue from the fecretary's 
office thirty days before their meeting, directed to the feleCl:-men, as re­
turning officers; _ the return~s to be made into the fecretary's office one 
.day at leafi before the time prefixed for the meeting of the general af-. 
fembly. About one hundred and fifty repTefentatives, are fumm oned ; and 
forty conftitute a houfe. The penalty for non -attendance is five ihillings 

C c 2. a day~ 
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a day. All reprefentatives~ with one fon or _fervant each, to have per­
fonal protection during thetr feffions, except tn cafes of treafon or fe-
1ony: but about one-.third of the towns, which have prec~pts fent them, 
return no reprefentauves. · . 

There are a few things in which this houfe of reprefentatives differ~ 
frmn the praCtice of the houfe of commons in Great Britain ; particu­
larly, that a reprefentative mull: be refident in the townfhip for which 
he is eletl:ed ; and that counfellor~ or reprefentatives may ferve their 
country upon wages .. 

As to Taxes, and Valuations, it is only neceffary to obferve; I. That 
the provincial' Taxes of Maffachufetts Bay confift of three articles; extifeJ 
irn pofts, and rates. 

I. Excife, as. fettled, by act of affembly, is upon: brandy, rum, and 
other fpirits diftilled ; lemons, oranges, and limes. Bofton, with. 
the reft of the county of Suffolk's excife, in I 7 48, was farmed for 
1 o,ooo I. old tenor, being about 1 ooo !. fterling : but this tax. ha.s 
been greatly augmented fince that time. 

II. Itn poft, is by tonnage upon foreign wines and goods ; upon fait, 
cotton-wool; and provifions, the growth of the colony: but prize .. 
goods condemned in any part of the province, and goods from 
Great Britain, are exem£ted from impoft. 

III. Rates, are taxes upon polls and eilates: polls are all white men 
of fixteen years of age · and upward: eftates are real, perfonal,' and 
faculty, or income arifing from their trade and bufmefs. Thofe 
exempted from polls and rates are, the governor, lieutenant-gover· 
nor, and their families ; the prefident, fellows, and ftu<lents of 
Harvard College ; fettled minifters and grammar fchoolmafters ; as 
alfo perfons deemed invalids, by age, infirmities, and poverty .. 

The annual fupplies, or appropriations, are in many articles : thus, of 
the 40o,ooo l .. old tenor in I 7 48, there were granted the following 
fums: 

For garrifons,. armed veffels, forces upon the eafiern [. 
and wefiern frontiers, - 16o,ooo 

Warlike ftores and comtniifaries diburfements, 136,ooo 
Allowances and grants, 72,ooo 

Expended 
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Expended where no eftabliiliment, 
Contingencies, -
Reprefentatives wages,. -

Total 

[,~ 
12,00()­

Q,OOO 

r8,ooo 

£. 400,000 

vVith regard to money-affairs; as the emiffion of public provincial bills 
of credit, called paper-money; fupplies of the treafury; and govern..­
Ifi1ent charges ; all thefe, at various times, have been expreffed in dif­
ferent tenors; as old tenor, middle tenor, new. tenor fir:fl, and new tenor 
fecond; which lafi was about twelve per cent. worfe than new tenor firft, 
though they have paffed indifferently at the fame value. Thefe various 
tenors, if reduced to old tenor the orjginal, and to a proper. fiandard 
of exchange with London, compared with the value of currencies in the 
ether Britiih Colonies as they ftood in 1748, will appear. thus :: 

For I oo l. :fterling, the currency was fo~ New England. 1 roo l. New 
York 1~0 l. Eafi J~rfeys 190./. Weft J~rfeys . r8al. Rennfy.lvania r8o !. 
Maryland Qoo.l.. Vir:ginia 12o./. to 1.25l. North Carolina I 000 /._ South 
Carolina 7 so /.Barbadoes 130 I. Antigua. 170 to r.8o /._ S~ Chriftopher?s, 
x.6~ /. and Jamaica 14.0 I. _ · 

' .. 

SECTlOl\1: 
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SECTIO -N XI. 

The eccle)ia.ftical con.flitution of the colony; the univerjity, and .fiate of 
learning there. 

J T was ~ne great defign of the fir~ plante:s of the. Maffachufets c?lony, 
to obtain for themfel ves and their pofi:enty the liberty of wodlupping 

God in fuch manner as appeared to them to be moft agreeable to Holy 
·Writ. They did not fuppofe the form of epifcopal government to be en .. 
joined by divine authority; and they knew very well, that, upon their 
arrival in America, they would be no longer fubject to any diocefan in 
E~gland. They muft however have fuppofed fome form of church-go­
vernment would be neceifary; yet they were far from being determined 
what it fbould be. The New England Puritans, \vhen at full liberty, 
went the full length which the Separatifis did in England; but it does 
not~ follow that they would have done fo if they had remained in their 
mother-country. Upon their removal, they fuppofed their relation both 
to the civil and ecclefiafiical government, except fo far as a fpecial referve 
made by their charter, was at an end, and that they had right to form 
fuch new model of both as was m.oft agreeable to their fituation and cir· 
cumfiances. 

They feem to have had no fettled plan of church-government until the 
arrival of Mr. Cotton in 1633, who projeCted the plan of government of 
the New England churches, which from that time took the name of con· 
gregational. This was called the middle way between Brownifm and 
Preibyterianifm, and is faid to be diftinguiihed by the four following cha· 
ratl:erifiics : 

1ft, The fubjea matter of the vifible church; that is, faints by calling, 
fuch as are acquainted with the principles of religion, who profefs 
their faith, and the n1anner how they were brouo-ht to the knowledge 
of God by faith in Chrift~ 0 

~d, The conftituti:e part of a particular viGble church ought to ~ea 
mutual covenantmg, to walk too-ether in the Chriftian commumoo, 
according to the rule of the gof p~l. ( 

gd, No church ought to be of larger extent, or greater number, than 
may ordinarily tneet together in one place, for the celebration of 
divine woriliip. 

2 4th, There 
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4th, There is no jurifdiB:ion to which particular churches ot'lght to be 
fubj-eet, by way of authoritative cenfure. 

Thefe are faid to· be the principles upon which a platform of church-go­
vernment was efiabliilied. By the law eftabliihed in the colony, no man 
could have a ihare in the adrninifiration of civil government, or give his. 
voice in any el-ection, unlefs. he was a member of one of the churches. 

The minifiers of the feveral churches in Bofion have always been fup­
ported by a free weekly contribution: but in the country towns compul­
fory laws were found neceifary; thus, in 1654, the county-courts were· 
empowered to affefs upon the inhabitants of the feveral towns, which. 
negleCted the fupport of the minifiry, a fum fufficient to make up the. 
defeCt, agreeable to the condition on which the lands were granted. 

They laid afide the fafis and feafis of the Church of England, and fre­
quently appointed days of thankfgiving, as occafion required. Befide oc­
cafional fafts, they conftantly appointed a day for failing and prayer, 
every vernal period, to implore the divine ble:fiings upon. their affairs the 
enfuing year: and in the autumnal feafon they h.ad a day of thankfgiving 
for the favours conferred upon them in the preceding year. By a law of 
the colony, every perfon abfenting him.felf from the public worfhip, on. 
thefe days, without fufficient excufe, was liable to five ihillings fine. 

During the fifty years the old charter continued,. there were few 
inftances of any fociety of Chriftians profeifedly differing in doCtrine,. 
aifcipline, or form of wor:fhip from the eftabli-ihed churches. The num..: 
ber of Baptifis was fmall: the ~akers came over in fmall parties; nor 
was there any epifcopal church in any part of the colony, until. the charte.u­
was vacated. 

They were called Independents, becaufe every congregation was inde­
pendent of the other churches; but not independent of the civil govern­
ment. A church confifted only of fo many people as could conveniently· 
meet together in one audience, and under covenant among thernfelves. A 
vote of their brotherhood made and unmade their minifiei, elders, apd 
deacons; nor could a minifter adminifier but to his own 'congregation. 
They allov,red of communion with other churches in word and prayer;. 
but not in facraments and difcipline :· and though they advifed with neigh­
bouring churches, they were under no obligation to follow their advice .. 

After fome time they ftiU became more m.oderate and fociable, when( 
hey convert-;d the defignation Independent t~ that of Congregational. 

Although, 
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Although they retained the notion of an independent fupreme ecclefiafiical 

power in each congregation, they allowed that fometimes it might be 

expedient to have the advice of fynods and councils. Thus infehfibly and 

naturally, for the fake of good order, they fell into the Prdbyterian mode. 

and, in faa, have had feveral fynods appointed by the civillegifiature. , 

In I 718, it V\'as propofed in the general affembly to call a fynod of the 

congregational churches of the province of Maffachufets Bay; but this 

was rejeCted, becaufe, by the aCt of union of England and Scotland in 

1707, it was provided that the Church of England government, in all the 

Engliih ColoNies, :Chould be for ever eftabliihed. 

The tefi went a great way toward producing a general uniformity; 

·and he that refufed to conform was deprived of more civil privileges 

than a Nonconformifi was deprived of by the tefl: in England; but both 

of thetn mufi have occafioned much formality and hypocrify. Befide this 

t-eft, another reafon may be affigned. As good, if not better lands than 

any in the colony lay contiguous to it; and men of different opinions 

chofe to remove where they n1ight enjoy both civil and religious liberty, 

rather than remain and be deprived of either : fo that, in this way, birth 

and quick growth were given to a neighbouring colony, which admitted 

perfons of all religions, and gave equal privileges in general; therefore 

as foon as what they called'\ feCl:ary fprang up in the Maffachufets colony, 

it was tranfplanted to Rhode Hland. 

Befide the fynodal conformity, the Independents of New England 

became lefs contraCted and of more extenfive charity in other articles; fo 

that, at prefent, the Congregationalifis may be efteemed among the moll: 

moderate and charitable of thofe who profefs the doCl:rines of Chrifiianity. 

Although a church properly confifted of no more perfons than could 

eonveniently tneet together in one place, cemented by a holy co"enant, 

and admitted into church-membedhip by perfonal public confeffion; yet 

now they have relaxed of that rigidity, and particularly in the following 

infiances: 

I. In many of their churches they do not require that perfonal public 

confeffional appearance to be admitted into church-membedhip, but 

enly a private application to their paftor or minifier, to be commu nicated 

to the church only, if required. 2. They adtnit occafionally members of 

· other churches to the Lord's Supper, by letters of recommendation. 3: A 

minifier ma·-;7 occafionally adminifier the facraments to a neighboun~1g 

:vacant church. 4~ The brethren of the church, at the ordination of a 
minificr, 
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1ninifier, do not lay on hands; but it is done by the laying on of the 
hands of the minifters of fome neighbouring churches invited for that 
purpofe; and this is a confiderable feftival day in the townfhip or parifh. 
5· A lay-elder may teach and perform all offices except the adminiftration 
of the facraments. 

After all that may be faid in favour of the ecclefiafl:ical confl:itution, 
the fl:rength of it lay in the union with the civil authority. The ufual 
way of deciding differences and controverfies in churches, it is true, was 
by a council, confiiling of the elders and other meiTengers of neighbouring 
churches; and when there was a general agreement in fuch councils, 
the contending parties ufually acquiefced; but if the council happened to 
differ in apprehenfions among themfelves, or if either of the contending 
parties were contumacious, it became a common thing for the civil ma­
giftrate to interpofe and terminate the difpute. 

In a New England ordination, five difl:infr parts are required : I. A 
preparatory prayer. 2. A fuitable fermon. 3. A charge. 4· Another 
prayer. 5· The right-hand of fellowfhip; but fome join in the impofi­
tion of hands. 

The minifters of th~ congregational perfuafion in the province of M af­
fachufets Bay continue to meet annually about the time of the general pro· 
vincial elefrion of counfellors; not by aiTuming any ecclefiafiical autho­
rity, but only by way of brotherly intercourfe. 

The firfi Church of England congregation formed in New England was 
at Bofton in I 6 79; it ftill fubfifts and flourifhes; and, be fide a refror in 
the eleuion and at the charge of the congregation, there is an annual 
royal bounty for an affifiant-minifier or lefrurer. In 1748, there were 
about two hundred and fifty Independent congregations in the new charter 
province of Maifachufets Bay ; as alfo feven miffionary congregations; 
befide fome congregations of Irifh Preibyterians, Baptifis, ~akers, and 
new Separatifis or Methodifts. 

Of Harvard College. 

It was thought neceffary to ereB: a collegiate fchool for the education 
of youth, and as a feminary for a fucceffion of able and learned gofpel­
rninifiers. The general aiTembly, in I 6 30, granted 400 l . toward the 
efiahlifhment of fuch a fchool or college at New Town, about fix miles 

VoL. I. D d frotn 
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frmn Bofion; but that money was not then applied, becaufe it was infuf­
ficient to anfwer the purpofe intended; and the defign was negleCted until 
1638, when the reverend Mr. John Harvard, lately come from England, 
died at Charles Town, of which he was minifier, and by his will be­
queathed 779/. 17 s. 2 d. to carry on this ufeful work:. Upon his deceafe, 
a committee was chofen to manage the undertaking, which now met with 
encouragement from the other colonies ; and feveral private gentlemen 
contributed liberally toward it. When the building was -ereCted at New. 
Town, that place, upon this account, was called Cambridge, which name 
it has ever fincc retained; and the college, in honour of its great bene .. 
fa~or, received the name of Harvard College. 

It was .no better than a fchola illujlris, or an academical free-fchoo], 
for tl e firft ten years, under the direction of certain overfeers, as appears 
by an aB: paifed by the general court at Bofion in I 642. 

The income of a ferrrbetween Bofion and Charles-Town was granted 
to the college, which is now lett at 6oo l. New England currency, or 6ol. 
fierling .a year; and this ferry is about three miles from Cam~bridge; which 
town increafed and enlarged in the number of houfes and inhabitants. 

This was the confiitution of the college until the year I 6 50, when it 
was incorporated by a provincial charter. Thomas Dudley, Efq. was then 
governor of the colony, and Mr. Henry Dunftar was prefident of the 
college, which was fituated in a hctalthful foil. 

The college-building confified of a triangular court, whofe front was 
open to the fields. The .building on the fidl: fide \\as in I 672, by a 
contribution through the whole colony of I895l. 2 s. 9 d. whereof Bofion 
furn.ifhed 8oo l. and it was called by the former name of Harvard College. 
The building on the bottom-fide was erefted in I 6gg, at the charge of 
Lieutenant-governor Stoughton, and was called Stoughton Col1ege, which 
confified of fix teen chambers. The third fide was built in I 7 ~ o, at the 
charge of the province, and was called 1\Iaflachufets Hall, confifiing of 
thirty-two chambers. Befide this court, there ' 'vas a houfe for the prefi­
dent at fome diftance from the court; and at a fmall difi~nce behind. the 
Harvard fide of the court was a neat chapel, the gift of l\tlrs. Holden of 
London, widow of lVIr. Holden, a late director of the Bank of England. 

Harvard College being built, a foundation was laid for a public library, 
which was a work of abfolute neceffity ; as books were fo fcarce in the 
tountry, that it was i.Jnpoffible for the fiudents to purchafe them. The 

firft 
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fidl: furniture of this library was the boo ~s of Dofror William Ames, t 1e 
famous profeifor of divinity at Franequer, whofe widow and children 
tranfported themfelves and their effeB:s into thefe parts. Several gentle­
men alfo in England 111ade very valuable prefents to it, fome of books, 
and others of mathematical inftruments, fo that before the end of the cen­
tury it was incre:1fed to between three and four thoufand volumes: and 
if the Cambridge library in New England could not pretend to rival the 
libraries of Eutopean univerfities, y et it contained a colleB:ion of the moft 
valuable authors that have wrote in the learned languages, and was un­
doubtedly the befi furniilied of any in thofe parts of the world. 

This univerfity never conferred any degree above Mafier of Arts upon 
any of its members, except Dr. Increafe l\1ather; for the charter by which 
they were incorporated gave them no farther powers; nor was it ufual to 
confe!" the degree of Mafter of Arts upon any but thofe who were of feven 
years ftanding in the college. Some attempts were made in the beginning 
of the reign of King William and ~een Mary to obtain a new charter, 
whereby their powers might be enlarged, and they might be capable of 
conferring the degrees of Batchelor and DoB:or in Divinity, after the 
manner of the European wniverfities ; but without fuccefs. 

The refident inftruB:ors of youth were lately a Prefident, four tutors or 
philofophy profeifors, the Hollifian profcifor of Divinity, the Hollifian 
profeifor of Philoiophy, and a profeifor of Hebrew. The income or re­
venue of the college was not fufficient to defray its charge ; therefore fome 
of that body received an additional allowance. The four tutors, or pro­
feffors of Philofophy, had from 300 to 400 l. old tenor a year, with fome 
little perquifites. In I 672 there was not a fcholar to commence; and of 
]ate there were ten Hollifian fcholars at 10 l. old tenor a yea~.. But Mr. 
Holyoke, the prefident in 1748, was voted I 400 !. a year old tenor, out 
of the province treafury, befide the rents of Maifachufets .Hall. Doaor 
Wigglefworth, the Hollifian profeilor of Divinity, had a falary advanced 
to s8o l. old tenor; and the Hollifian profeifor of Philofophy had the 
fame falary. 

Proteftants of any denomination might have their children educated 
and graduated there; but, in 17461 there were only twelve ftudents who 
commenced Bachelors. 

Upon the continent of North America there are four colleges; of 
which two are by charters from home. That of Virginia was dated in 

D d 2 1692; 
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169!l; and that for the New Jerfeys in 1746; but the other two were 
incorporated by provincial or colony charters; Harvard or Cambridge 
College of Maifachufets Bay, and Yale College of Connecticut. 

Harvard College never had any remarkable accident or misfortune until 
lately, when the whole was defl:royed by fire. 

A building adjacent to the college was ereB:ed for the education of 

Indians, at the charge of " the Corporation for propagating the Gofpel 

in New England," and was called Indian College; but it had no effeet 
and is converted into a printing-houfe. ' 

SECTION 



M A S S A C H U S E T S B A Y. 

S E C T I 0 N XII. 

The climate, foil, produce, and trade of the colony. 

T H E Englifh planters, at the beginning, promifed themfelves gr~at 
advantages from the foil of New England ; and imagined they were 

opulent, as they had the property of fo great an extent of territory. 
The general court allowed no more than two hundred acres of land, in 
the firfl: dividend, for fifty pounds fl:erling advanced to the plantation; 
but the planters foon found by experience, that their improved lands 
were of no greater value than the labour and expence of fubduing them. 

Several opinions, which at firfl: prevailed, both of the foil and climate, 
have been preferved. Wood was a writer of fertile imagination, and 
lived in the country four years, which appears to have been about the 
year r63 6 : l-Ie fays, " the foil is, for the general, a warm kind of 
earth, there being little cold fpewing land, no moorifb fens, no quag­
mires; the lowefi grounds are the madhes, over which the fea flows 
every full and change. Thefe marfbes are rich ground, and bring plenty 
of hay, of which the cattle feed, and like as if they were fed with the 
befl: up-land hay in New England , of which there is great fl:ore that 
grows commonly between the marihes and the woods·. The meadow­
ground lies higher than the marfbes, whereby it is freed from the over­
flowing of the feas; and befide this, in many places where the trees 
grow thin, there is good fodder to be got among the woods. There are 
likewife in divers places near the plantations great broad tneadows, 
wherein grow neither Duub nor tree, lying low, in which places grows 
as much grafs as may be thrown out with a fcythe, thick and long, as. 
high as a man,.s middle, fame as high as the :fhoulders, fo that a good 
mower may cut three-load in a day. Many object that this is but coarfe 
fodder; and true it is, that it is not fo fine to the eye as Engli:fh grafs; 
but, being made into hay J the cattle eat it as well as l'ea-hay, and like 
as well with it. The worfi that can be faid againfi the meadow-grounds 
is, that there is but little edifu or after-pafiure, which may proceed from 
the late mowings more than any thing elfe. For the more upland grounds, 
there are different kind·s ; in fame places clay, others gravel', fame- a red 
fand ; all which are covered with a black mould, in fome places a foot 
deep, in others not fo much. Such is the ranknefs of the ground, that 
it mufl: be fown the firfl: year with Indian corn, which is a foaking grain, 
before it will be fit to receive Englifu feed. l--Ie preferred it before the 
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counties of Surry or Middlefex, which,. if they were not enriched with 
continual manurings, would be lefs fertile than the meaneft grounds in 
New England; wherefore it was. not impoffible, n~r ~uch improbable, 
that, upon improvements, the f01l may be as good 1n tlme as England." 

'" 
This account of the country is not unfavourabe ; but a different idea 

of it was given in an anonymous ·manufcript, which was fent to England 
in 1637, and aiferts, ''That the foil, for the nature of it, \Vas mixed; 
the upland rather participated of fand than clay ; yet Englifh rye liked 
it not; an argument it was both cold and barren. That the low-lands 
were for the moft part covered with underwoods; and the foil, which 
was a mixture cf !=lay and fand, feemed to have been fattened by the 
continual fall of leaves from the trees growing thereon. That this foil 
was like the woodland in England, befl: at firft, yet afterward grows more 
barren. That this raifed the report of fo rich a foil ; but thofe that 
came after found, by dear experience, that affeCtion, not judgment 
was the author of it; for after five or fix year~, it grew barren beyond 
belief: and whereas, after the land in England proved fertile for grafs, 
this yielded none at all; but, like the land about Dunftable, put on the 
face of winter in the time of fummer. The author, how-ever, believed, 
that if they had rnarle, lime, or other manure, that barrennefs might in 
part be cured ; but then they were defiitute of thofe fupplies. That the 
natural coldnefs confuted the opinion of thofe who conceived it to be 
or.ginally fertile; and experience confirmed thi5 to be true; for beans, 
millets, fitches and roots, which delight in a cold foil, profpered here 
a1ike. That hay they had of the low-lands, fuch as it was ; which he 
thought inferior in goodnefs to reed and fedge in England ; for it was fo 
devoid of nutritive virtue, that their beafis grew Ioufy with feeding 
upon it, and were much out of heart and liking; befide, it bred among 
them fundry difeafes which they knew not how to cure. That fome had 
learned to make better provifion, by burning the grafs when it was near 
ripe, and fo fuffering a new crop to fpring out of the allies of the old: 
th~s they cut ?own, before it ':as half ripe, and made it into hay; but 
this proved hke after -Ineath In Old England, not fit to labour with, 
yielding a faint nourifhment, which brought the cattle fo low, and many 
times to difeafes of which they feldon1 recovered.'' 

Another manufcript account, of fome later date, fays, that '' the air of 
the country was £harp, the rocks many, the trees innmnerable, the o-rafs 
11 ttle, the winter cold, the fummer hot, the gnats in fummrr bitino-~and 
the wolves at midnigh r howling: but if it was to be looked upon ~s the 
means of grace, i .. mi ht be called a Canaan." ... 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hubbard could make a better judgment, as he wrote his manu._ 
fcript hiftory about the year I 68o, and fays, " As for the foil, it was 
for t e general more mountainous and hilly than otherwife, and in many 
places very rocky and full of fiones, yet intermingled with many plains 
and vaileys, fome of which were fandy and inclinable to barrennefs, ef­
pecia1ly thofe which abounded with pitch-pines, and there were many fuch; 
as like ;vife many fwamps or boggy places full of fmall bullies and under­
woods; but here and there were many rich and fertile fpots of land, fuch 
as they called interval land, in level and campaign grounds, that often­
times were overflown by the channels of water running befide them, 
which was fuppofed to enrich the foil ; the fatnefs of the earth wafhed 
by the rains, and melting of the fnow from the furface of the higher 
parts of the country, being, by thofe floods, cafi upon the levels which 
lie by the fides of thofe greater fireams. In many fuch places, their 
land has been known to be fown or planted full forty years together, 
without any confiderable abatement of the crop, never failing of thirty 
or forty bufhels an acre. But for the generality of the foil, it was of a· 
lighter fort of earth, whofe fruitfulnefs was more beholden to the influ­
ence of the heavens, advantage of the feafon, ikill and induftry of the 
tiller, ,than to the firength of its own temper. Such as came thither 
firfl: upoo difcovery, chanced to be there in the firfl: part of the fummer, 
when the earth was enriched with herbs and flowers, flourifhing with 
fuch early fruits as weather-beaten travellers are wont to refre!h them­
felves with beholding; as firawberries, goofeberries, rafpberries, cherries, 
and whorts, as they obferved who firfl: landed about Martha's vineyard, 
from whence they promifed themfelves and their fucceliors a very ftourifh­
ing country, as they did who landed firfl: upon the coafl: of Florida. All 
forts of grain fown in the fpring, were found to g-row pretty naturally 
there. · The cold oftentimes proved fo extreme as to kill that which was 
committed to the ground before winter." 

From thefe feveral accounts fome judgments may be made of the 
opinion the firfl: Colonifts had formed of the country. Experience con­
vinced many of them, that the value of the land when cleared, would 
make but poor wages for their labour in clearing it. However, it is a 
happy thing, that a fondn_efs for freeholds to tranfmit to pofterity, with 
privileges annexed to them, excited fo many of the firfi planters of 
America to hard labour, and fupported them under hard fare. A 
great part of this vafi continent, filled with wild beafls, and favage 
men fcarcely fuperior to them, now affords the neceffaries and conveni­
ences of a civilized life. Hifl:ory affords no inJlance of fuch great im-

6 provements 
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provements in fo :lhort a time. The fame paffion fiill continues, and af. 
fords a profpetl: of the like happy effetl: to diftant pofterity. 

There are timber of many forts in the colony, and particularly feveral 
kinds of pine-trees, whereof the principal are the white-pine, a beauti­
ful tree of the beft ufe for mafiing and joiner's work; and the pitch-pine, 
which produces pitch, tar, rofin, turpentine, and oil of turpentine; 
various kinds of oaks; the principal for :£hip-building, and other conftruc .. 
tions, are the white-oak, 'Yhich is the beft; the fwamp-oak, and the 
black-oak. 

The white-pine, or mafiing-pine, is of very large dimenfions; and, in 
17 36, near Merrimack River, a little above Dunfiable, was cut a white 
pine firait and found, feven feet eight inches diameter at the butt-end. 
The commiffioners of the navy feldom contratl: for any exceeding thirty­
fix inches diameter at the butt-end; and to be fo many yards in length 
as they are inches in diameteJ& at the butt-end. 

The commiffioners of the navy agree from time to time with contrac­
tors to furniili certain numbers of fpecified dimenfions of mafis, yards 
and bowfprits, with his Majefiy's licence for cutting fuch trees. But the 
late contracrs have been from Pifcataqua I-Iarbour in New Hamp!hirc, 
and Cafco Bay in the province of Main. The mafi-iliips built peculi­
arly for that ufe, are generally about four hundred tons, navigated with 
about twenty-five tnen, and carry from forty-five to fifty good mafis 
each voyage. 

By the new charter granted in 1 6g r, all trees fit for mafis, of twenty­
four inches diameter and upward, twelve inches from the ground, grow­
ing upon land not granted to any private perfons, were referved to the 
crow_n; and the penalty for cuttjng any fuch referved trees was a hun· 
dred pounds fierling per tree: and by feveral acts of the Britiili parlia­
ment, this penalty has been extended to all the American provinces, and 
penalties fixed on the cutting or deftroying white-pines. -

- New England abounds in faw-mills of cheap and flio-ht work, gene­
rally ~arrying a fingle faw. One man and a boy att~nding on a mill 
n1ay, 1n twenty-four hours, faw four thoufand feet of white-pine boards, 
which are generally one inch thick, and of various lengths, from fifteen 
to twenty-five feet; and of different widths, from one foot to two feet 
a t a medium ; and it is reckoned that forty boards make a thoufand fecr. 

Thefe 
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Thefe mills commonly fiand upon fmall fireams, becaufe cheap fitted; but 
with the following inconveniencies. I. As the country is cleared of 
wood and bruih, the rivulets dry up. 2. In living fmall fireams, there 
is not water fufficient to drive the wheel in fummer. 3· In the winter 
they are frozen up. 

Colonel Dudley, in his frequent furveys of new town£hips about fifty 
or fixty miles inland, obferved white-aih trees, ftrait and without branch­
ings for about eighty feet, and about three feet diameter at the butt-end. 
It is as light and much tougher. than white-pine; therefore it has been 
imagined that thefe trees would make fironger mafis : but then the land­
carriage for fo great a diftance is inconvenient. 

There are five different kinds of firs in New England; fome of which 
.are cut into deal-boards, and their bark is ufed by the tanners. The 
fpruce or true fir grows ftrait and tapering ; is very beautiful, and ufed 
as fpars ; but it is apt to caft or warp ; and being too flexile is not fit 
for large mafts or yards. Its twigs with the leaves are boiled with a beve­
rage made of molaffes, and is efteemed good in the fcurvy and the like 
foulndfes of the blood. 

The white fpruce fir grows in fwamps or mar£hes : there are alfo the 
red fpruce, the black fpruce, and the fir turpentine-tree, commonly called 
the Balfam of Gilead-tree of Nova Scotia. 

There are feveral kinds of oaks, but the white-oak only is required 
by contract with the £hip-builders for conftruCl:ion of ihipping. 

The American pitch-pine, which furniihes the naval fiores of turpen­
tine, tar, pitch and rofin, grows on a dry fandy foil, and has leaves 
-about three inches long : . but in New England there is another diftinct 
pitch-pine, called yellow-pine, whofe wood has a yellow caft, but does 
not yield turpentine fo plentifully as the. pitch-pine of Carolina, which 
is harder and ftraiter than that of New England, fo as to be ufed for 
mailing, and fawed into boards for the Vveft India iilands. 

The horn ·beam and the button-trees are ufed for windlaffes, blocks, 
and turnery work: red-cedar is of ~;:xce1lent ufe for pofts fixed in the 
·earth, and will hold good for a ctntury. The common chefnut of 
North America bears a fma1ler fruit, with a capfula not fo much echi­
nated as in Europe; but it rives we11, and is moft durable for rails in 
fencing of lands. 

VoL.!. E e In 
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In North America are fo many different kinds of walnuts, that the­
hunters of the woods report there are alrnoft as great a variety of wal· 
nuts as apples: but their general difiinetion is into black and white,, 
from the colour of the wood. 

A pple ·trees are all from Europe, and flourifh very well. The begin ... 
n in?; of October is the height of cyder-making. Ten or twelve barrels­
of ~pples are required to n1ake one barrel of cyder, which affords abo~ 
one gallon of proof fpirits. 

Cherry-trees are natives of New England, and of different kinds .. 

Grape-vines are natives of New England, and of feveral difiinCl: kinds. 

Saffafras is plentiful in New England~ though not of fo firong a per-
fume as farther fouth. 

There are great varieties of goofeberri"es-, currants, rafpberries, bram­
bles, wild-rofes, and other fuch produCtions, unneceffary to be particu­
larly mentioned; as alfo are their beafts, birds, fifhes, and other thing~ 
that relate more peculiarly to natural hiftory. It may, however, be ob­
ferved, that Plumier, in his four voyages to America, difcovered nine 
hundred new plants, efpecially in the capillary tribe, with which North: 
America abounds ; and that Douglas arrived to the defcriptions of about 
eleven hundred it1digenous plants in the Maifachufets colony •. 

Grain is produced of various forts; but fcarcely any of them are natural 
or fpontaneous. Indian corn is the principal : rye and French beans 
thrive tolerably well :· all kinds of Englifh grain are fown, yet they fel­
dom grow kindly. Flax grows well, and employs a confiderable num­
ber of hands in the linen manufaCtory; but the foil appears not ftrong 
enough for hemp.- . 

The farmers in New England,. by fowing their· feed early, the ground 
being prepared in ridges to throw off the rains and melting fnows, raife 
winter-wheat and rye with good fuccefs; but their great difcouragement· 
has been the hlafl. Sir Henr-y Frankland, feveral years ago, imported 
f rom Lifbon the feed of fummer- wheat, which has been lefs fubject to 
bla!l: than any other; and it ripens about fix weeks from the [owing, in 
the /Iaffachufets colony. It has been generally remarked, that between 
the firft and tenth of July, the honey dew falling upon the wheat, 
caufes the ruft or blaft, if the following morning is hot and calm ; but 
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ordinarily, if the wheat be fown early, it will be fo forward that the 
grain will not fuffer by it in that time. An idle opinion prevailed among 
the populace, that fince the execution of the ~akers, wheat has always 
blafted; but this folly was equal to that cruelty. 

As the Indian-corn requires frequent ploughings, befide what are now 
ca11ed horfe-hoeings, as alfo hoeing and billing by hand, the land is pul­
verized, and then there is fine tilth neceffary for Engli!h grain the next 
year. Indian corn is alfo gathered late, after the frofis fet in; and if 
the corn has been well tended, there will be no grafs or weeds when the 
frofl:s break up in the fpring; immediately after which it fbould be 
ploughed for the Engli!h grain. 

The natural upland grafs of the country, commonly called Indian­
·grafs, is poor fodder, perhaps not better, if fo good, as barley-firaw. 
Cattle, remote from the fea, muft have falt, and a little falt hay would 
undoubtedly be grateful to black cattle, horfee, and iheep, which may 
be kept alive through the winter with it~ but all "creatures prefer Eng­
lifh-hay when they can have both. 

Land of a tolerable quality, where Engli!h-grafs, a name given to 
all imported graffes, has been mowed, they now find by experience 
will afford after-feed until the fevere frofh wither the grafs. It has been 
mape a quefiion, whether the feed of the white-clover is not in the 
earth in all parts of the country? The New England farmers affirm, 
·and there is no doubt of the faCt, that if they break up new ground in 
the woods where no dung has ever been fpread, and lay it down the 
next or the fame year, and give it a thin coaf of allies, the white-honey­
fuckle comes in as thick as if the feed had been fown : but fome are of 
opmwn, that the plant and flower differ from the Englifh honey­
fuckle. 

The two great rivers in this colony are, I. Merrimack, which comes 
from the fork near Endicot's tree, where Pomagewaffet River and the 
.difcharge of the Pond or Lake Winipifinket meet, and acquire the name 
-of Merrimack, fignifying in the Indian language a fiurgeon, with which 
this river abounds. From this fork it runs foutherly about fifty miles to 
Patucket Falls; and thence it runs eafierly about thirty mil es to Newbury­
Bar. Upon this river, the townfhips in a defcending order lie as follow : 
On the eafi and north fide are Gilman-Town, Canterbury, part of Rum­
ford, part of Sun cook, I-Iarry's-Town, Litchfield, Nottingham of New 
Harnp!hire, part of Dunfl:able, Dracut, Methuen, I-Iaverhill, Ameibury, 

E e 2 and 

2II 



HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA. 

and Sa1ifbury of Maffachufets Bay. Upon the wefl: and fouth fide are the­
town .£hips of Contacook, part of Rumford, part of Suncook, Merrimack, 
and Dunfiable of New Hampfhire; Dunfiable, Chelmsford, Tewkeibury, 
Andover, Bradford, and Newbury of Maifachufets Bay. The bar at the 
mouth of this river has only about ten feet of water, and fhifts; but it is 
navigable no more than eighteen miles, to Mitche1Ps Falls in Haverhill. 
The falls in this river are ·many; but excepting Dracut or Patucket Falls 
about thirty miles from the bar, and Amufkeag Falls about twenty miles 
higher, all the other falls are paffab1e for floats of timber, · and for canoes 
or fnull boats in freibes or floods of the river. Many of thofe called falls 
are only riplings or veins of fcattered great rock ftones. The elbow or 
flexure of the river, called the horfe-ilioe, is about two miles above Patuc. 
ket Falls. There are feveral ferries upon the river; and, when it is low, 
a fording place above Swan's Ferry, twenty-four'tniles· up from the bar; 
as alfo another above Hunt's or Dracut's Ferry. There are fevetal rivers 
and rivulets which fall into the Merrimack. 

Q. The other great river is ConneB:icut, an Indian word fi'gnifying a 
long river. Upon its banks are three of the New England colonies: 

·coqneB:icut lies upon it about fifty-two miles: thence Maifa-chufets Bay, 
by an indent of nine miles, which makes an imaginary divifional line 
between thefe colonies; from which line the province of l\1affachufets· 
Bay lies about forty-feven miles direc:t northerly; and farther north is · 
New Hampibire indefinitely, or crown lands annexed. to the jurifdiCl:ion. 
of New Hampihire. 

From the bar at the mouth of ConneB:icut River to the boundary ima·· 
ginary line of Maifachufets Bay and ConneB:icut are about fixty miles. 
This River of Connetl:icut, from its long courfe, is fubjec:t to fudden 
floods or frefhes, and at Hertford fometimes rifes twenty feet; but the 
tide rifes only a few inches. At the mouth of the river, the tide flows 
from four to fix feet; and upon the bar are about ten to twelve .feet 'vater. 
The general courfe of the fiream is north north-eafl: and fouth fouth-wefi: 
but a fouth fou th-eafl: wind will carry a veifel up all the reaches of this 
river fo far as it is navigable, which for Hoops is nearly fixty miles. 

The fiffi falls of this river are about fixty miles frmn its mouth, at 
Devotion Ifland in the fouth parts of Suffield ; and the next are about the 
middle of Suffield, and half a mile in length ; both of which are pafrable 
by boats in channels. i~ext are the falls in the foutherly parts of 
Nor thampton, about fifteen miles farther up the river, whofe banks are 
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generally fieep and fandy, lo:Gng on one fide in different places, and 
gaining ground on the other fide in procefs of time. 

The rivulets and brooks, where they fall into the great river, are not 
paffable in fre!hes and floods, becaufe of the back water. :From the mouth 
of the river to about one hundred and fifty miles up, the breadth appears · 
much · the fame, though in that fpace it receives many confiderable fireams. 
Some ferries, where are no habitations, have been kept at the charge of · 
the counties, confifiing of a large fcow or fiat to carry perfons, cattle, and 
goods, with a canoe-tender : thus travellers ferried thernfelves over, 
always leaving the flat on one fide, and the canoe on the other, to fetch 
the fcow upon occafion, particularly at Northfield ferry. 

The town!hips upon this river are, I. Upon its eafl fide, in Connecricut­
Colony; Lime, Eaft-Hadham, part of Middletown, Glaflenbury, part 
of Hertford, and part of Windfor: in -the province of Maffachufets Bay, 
Enfield, Springfield, I-Iadley, Sunderland, and part of Northfield : in 
the pro,'ince of New Hampiliire, part of Northfield and Winchefler .. · 
2. Upon its weft fide; in ConneEticut Colony, are Sea brook, Wefl-Had­
ham, part of Middletown, vV ethersfield, part of Hertford, and part of , 
vVindfor : in the province of Maifachufets' Bay, are Suffield, part of . 
Springfield, Northampton, Hatfield, Deerfield, and part of North field: : 
in the provinee of New Hampihire, are part of North field, in which fiands , 
Fort Dummer, maintained at the charge of the Maffachufets Bay . . 

-
This river falls into the bottom of Maffachufets or· Boflon Bay, and 

ferves to bring floats or rafts· of ihip-tirnber down by the tide to Boflon 
from W atertown barcadier, about nine miles.- There is another creek or · 
river, a little way eaft of this, called Myflick River, of about four miles · 
rafting.from the barcadier of Medford townfhip ; and from Myflick bar-­
cadier are fent to Bofl:on, bricks, . tar, and turper;1tine . . 

The promontories remarkable are only Point ·Aiderton, abont ten miles · 
below Bofl:on, upon the fouth fide of the bay, oppofite the light-houfe • . 
Here is a good harbour called Hull-gut; and the fafe road of Nantaiket, . 
fecured by circumjacent iflands, where-- the King's ihips and merchant · 
fhips outward and inward bound anchor for a time: it lies about feven 1 

miles below Bofton, and, by afr of affembly_, is deemed belonging to the ~ 
harbou-r of that town. 

Cape Anne is the north fide entrance or promontory of Maffachufets , 
Ba.y. Thatcher's Hland lies about two leagues eaft of this harbour; and 
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near that iiland are the rocks called the Sa1vages. Cape An ne harbour is 
about eleven leagues north north-eaft from Bofton: The fouthern pro .. 
montory of Maifachufets Bay, called Cape Cod, lies about eighteen leaguei 
eaft by fouth from Bofton; and the breadth of the entrance into this bay 
is, from Cape Anne harbour fouth-weft fourteen leagues, to the hook or 
harbour of Cape Cod. 

It is only fince the new charter that fea-port difiriCl:s of preventive cuf .. 
tom-houfes and branches have taken place. Charles-Town, Bofion, and 
all the other cufl:orn-houfe branches of Maifachufets Bay belong to the 
colleCl:ion of Bofton. Ipfwich, Cape Anne, Salem, and Marblehead be­
long to the collection of Sale m : an_d N ewbury is a branch of the ·colleCl:ion 
of Portfmouth in .New Hamplhire. Befide there are fmall creeks and 
inlets for timber and firewood in fmall coafiing veffels, and for curing 
of fiili.. 

The poft-office is a very beneficial infiitution, and the province of 
Maifachufets Bay is its moft confiderable branch in all North America. 
The pofl:-office in England was fettled by aCl: of parliament in the twelfdt 
year of King Charles II. and in the reign of Q£een Anne a poll-office 
for North -America was projeCl:ed by Mr. Hamilton of New Jerfey, which 
he foon effected, and obtained a patent for the management and profits of 
the fame. q'his patent he afterward fold to the crown; and after the 
Union, the polls of Great Britain, Ireland, and America were put under 
o.ne direCtor by the ftatute of the ninth of ~een Anne. 

'The nmtiber of inhabitants in this colony has been varioufly reprefented 
at different periods. In I 6 s6, th_ey had three regiments of militia, Suf­
folk, Middlefex, and Effex ; but in 1 6 7 I three more regiments were 
formed, . Norfolk or Pifcataqua, Yorklhire or province of Main, and 
Hampfh1re upon Connecticut River. In I 7 o6, the militia of Maifa· 
chu_fets Bay, in ~heir addrefs to ~een Anne, called themfelves twelve 
regiments ; and In I 71 r, when Admiral Walker demanded a fupply of 
failors, the governor and council reprefented, that their ordinary garri· 
fans, forces upon the inland frontiers, and troops detached for the 
Canada expedition, were upward of two thoufand men, which were 
more than one-fifth in the province who v~rere capable of bearing arms. 

In IJ22, the fmall-pox happened to rage in Bofion, where sg8o per• 
fons were feized .Vvith that diftemper, whereof 844 died, and about the 
.fame number qtutted the town. Thus it may be efl:imated, that there 
~'ere about I 2,ooo people in Bofion at the arrival of the fmall-pox; f« 
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when ft was over, the feleB:-men ordered a kind of lufhation to be made 
f>y Mr~ Sailer, who reported I o,67o fouls. By a_new calculation in I 7 42, 
there were reported r6,382 fouls in Bofl:on: add to thefe fome men lately 
gone upon the Cuba expedition, befide feveral fons and apprentices defign­
edly overlooked to eafe the quota of Bofl:on's provincial tax, the inhabit­
ants may be reckoned about I 8,ooo at that time. Thus in· the fpace of 
twenty years, from I 7 2 2 to r 7 42, the inhabitants of Bofl:on increafed 
6ooo, or one-third. In the valuation of I742, of thofe in Bofton were 
r2oo widows, and I ooo of them poor; in the alms-houfes I I I ; in the 
work-houfe 36; and negrDes IS I 4: dwelling-houfes 17 rg; warehoufes 
I·o6; horfes 4 I 8 ;. and cows I4I. 

\Vhen governor Shute returned to England in 1722, he reported -to the 
BoaTd of Trade and Plantations, that in the province of Maffachufets Bay 
were 94,o-oo people, whereof 1 5 ,ooo were in the training lifl:, difpofed 
into fixteen regiments of foot, and fifteen troops of horfe; but the alarm­
lift of males, from fixteen years of age and upward, was about one-third· 
more than the traii1ing lifl:; becaufe many were excufed from impreffes ' 
and quarterly trainings. About 25,ooo ton of ibipping were in the two, 
collections of Bofl:on and Salem at that time .. 

In he valuatiOn of I 72 8, :for Bo!lon· were about 3000 rateable polls of: 
males from fixteen and upward; which was nearly the fame with the' 
alarm-lift; for infiance, in 1735, the rateable polls in Bofl:on were 3637 ;: 
and in I 7 33 the alarm-lift was about 3500; which; allowing for two · 
years increafes, is nearly the fame. Captain Watfon, one of the affeffors;­
outof curiofity examined the books about that time, and found the Churchr 
of England people charged not exceeding one-tenth of the rates or taxes: 
in Bofton town. 

In 173·5", the provincial' valuation was 35,4·27 polls, being white men , 
of fixteen years and upward; 26oo negroes; 27,420 horfes of three ·. 
years old and upwards; 52,000 neat cattle of three years -old and up,-­
ward; and 130,000 iheep of one year old and · upwards~ 

In the valpation of 174-z, were 4·1 ,ooo white men's polls ·; but in 1747;" 
the houfe of reprefentatives informed the governor, that 3000 was about ~ 
one twelfth· of theirfencible men. 

The alacrity of the New England militia may be obferved, by the alarm 
given by the Breft fquadron in September I 7 46, when 6400 men; well ' 
armed, _ appeared in a iliort time from the country upon Bofton common; · 
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and fome of them travelled feventy miles in two days, each with a pacl:: 
of provifions for fourteen days, of about a ~ufhel of corn weig?t· .Con­

. nec:ticut was alfo to hav~ fent 6ooo m~n, being o?e-half of their traming 
lift; who were to be paid by the province for their travel and attendance, 

Ship-building is one 10f the greatefi: articles of trade and manufacture 
in New England, as it employs and maintains above thirty feveral deno­
minations of tradefmen and artificers. In New England fuip-building, a 
.veffel fitted to fea, two-thirds of the coft is gain to the country; but the 
other third is iron, cordage, fail-cloth, and fmall ftores from Great 
Britain. 

The fhips built in Bofton exceed all thofe of other building-yards; 
·becaufe the ~erchants and fuip-mafters infpeB: them, and every bad piece 
of timber or length of plank is cenfured: but in Newbury, where they 
.are not much infpeCl:ed, the builders aCt at pleafure; and as the contratts 
are generally to be paid in goods, they build accordingly. The other 
;_country building-places are fiill worfe, pa-rticularly North River, where 
they ufed forefi-wood of ·any fort, infiead of what is reckoned ihip­
t.imber. 

The great fupport of New England was the fiihery., which amounted 
to about Qso,ooo l. a year, including all the fpecies of cod, herring, 
rnackarel, and whale fifheries. Great part of this fiih they were obliged 
to fell for molaffes, as the French would let them have nothing elfe in re­
turn; but when the Britifh parliament laid a duty of three-pence a gallon 
on French molaffes, the French miniftry exaCted eight fuillings a quintal 
,on New England fi{h, which is forty per cent j and as the duty on mo­
laffes amounted to forty per cent. more, there was a duty of eighty per 
cent. on fuch an unprofitable trade as that in fiili and molaffes, and upon 
fuch a poor employment as the fiihery, which rather deferved a public 
encouragement. Befide, in New England, it was not only a fource of 
.trade and wealth, as alfo a nurfery of feamen; but it was a neceiTary of 
li'fe, without which thefe colonies could not fubfifi; becaufe it was with 
their fi{h they fupplied the want of other provifions, and purchafed the 
.corn they eat, which the land would not produce. 

The fiiliery may be reduced to five feparate heads: r. The whale­
·filhery. Q. Herring-filhery. 3· Cod-fifhery. 4· The fmaller fiiheries 
.exportable, but of no confiderable account. 5· Some fiih not exportable 
or merchantable, but of gre~t benefit in prefent (pending, efpecially for 
the poor. 

I. \Vhales • 
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r. \Vhales. The New England whalers have difiinguifhed about 
twelve different fpecies of the whale kind; but the mofi beneficial is the 
black whale, or true whalebone fifh, which are very large in the higher 
northern latitudes. Some may yield I 50 puncheons, being 400 or soo 
barrels of oil, and bone of e~g.hteen feet and upward; but the whalebone 
filli killed upon the coafi of New England, Terra de Labradore, and 
·entrance of Davis's fireights, are fmaller; fo thaJt they feldom yield above 
ISO barrels of oil, and bone of nine feet of I4olb. we~ght. 

\Vhales are gregarious, fwimming in iboals, and are great paffengers : 
in autumn they go fouth, and return northward in fpring. The [wal­
low of a true whalebone fifh is not much larger than that of aq Ox; he 
has only a fmall fin on each fide of his head of no /great ufe to him in 
fwimming; but he fculls himfelf in the water with a large horizontal 
tail. Formerly it was imagined that the true whales lived upon a kind of 
alga or fea-grafs, or upon an oozy mud; but now it is well known they 
feed upon fmall fifh and fea infec:ts that keep in ilioals. 

\Vhen whales are much difiurbed, they quit their keeping-ground, 
and the tracks of their ufual paifages; thus, as to New EngJand, they 
fonnerly fet in along ihore by Cape Cod for many fucceffive years, when 
there wa.s good whaling in boats, and proper conders or watchmen on 
ihore gave nofice when a whale appeared. After fome years they left 
this ground, and paifed farther off upon the banks .at fome difiance from 
the iliore. The whalers then ufed floops with whale-boats aboard, and 
this fifhery turned to good account. At prefent, the fiih feern to be driven 
off from thefe banks, and take their courfe in the ocean, where the New 
England whalers follow them in whaling-floops or fchooners, with two 
whale-boats and thirteen men; eac? boat having an harponeer, a fteerf­
rnan, and four rowers. 

The New England -v-\rha1ers reck<On fo many hundred weight of bone as 
it is feet in length ; for inftance, feven feet bone gives 700 lb. weight. 
New England bone fcarce ever exceeds nine feet; and 1 oo barrels of oil 
is fuppofed to yield r ooo' lb. weight of bqne. 

The befl: place for flriking a whale is in her belly~ about one-third from 
her gilLs. 'The faft is a rope of about twenty-five fathom; then a drudge 
or fiop- vater, a plank of about two feet fquare, with a flick through its 
center, ancl to the further end of this fiick is fafiened a tow-rope, called 
the .drudge-rope, of about fifteen fathom. They lance the whale, after 
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having fafl:ened her by the h.arpoo~, until dead; but whales killed in deep 
water, if they fink, never nfe again. 

In New England whaling, they go upon fhares; one quarter to the 
veffel or owners, and the reft to the cotnpany, who viCtual themfelves. 

Q. Herrings are peculiar to the coafis of Great Britain; but thofe of 
New England are either of a different fpecies, or of a bad quality. Not­
withfl:anding they are a periodical kind of fifh, their periods are uncertain. 
They have been pickled and barrelled for the negroes in the Weft Indies, 
but turned out not merchantable, and that branch of fifhery was-relin­
quifhed. 

3· Cod filhery. The cod is a fifh of paffage, and the New England 
winter dry-cod are of prime quality. The New England fi!hery have 
their falt from Salt-Tortugas, Cape de Verde Hlands, Turks Iflands, the 
Bahamas, Portugal, and Spain. The fif11ermen victual only with fait 
pork, bifcuit, and rum. All cod-fiih caught from the beginning of June 
to the beginning of OB:ober are called fummer-filh; the others are called 
fpring and fall fifh, or winter fifh, which are of the better quality. The 
fait fleet from Tortugas generally arrives in New England about the 
middle of April; but at Newfoundland they make ufe of fait from Lifbon 
and the Bay of Bifcay, of a milder quality. In :Newfoundland, they 
work their fifh belly-down; in New England they work them belly-up, 
to receive more fait. 

4· Smaller fi{heries ufed in commerce, are fcale-fifu, that is haddock, 
hake, and polluc, which in New England are cured in the fame manner 
as dry cod; thefe, together with the dry cod th:lt is not fit for European 
markets, are lhipped off to the \Vefl: India iflands for the negroe flaves, 
and make a confiderable article in that trade. l\1ackarel fplit, falted, and 
barrelled for the negroes in the Sugai· 111ands, are caught either by hook 
or net; but thofe by hook are the befl:. There are two feafons of mac­
kare1, fpring and autumn: the latter are the befl:; the former appear 
about the middle of May, very lean, and vanifh in two or three weeks. 
Sturgeon are very p]enty, fome of which are twelve feet in length, and 
400 lb. weight; but the fiihery is not ad,·antageouily purfued, io that 
London is fupplicd with fiurgeon from R uffia and the Baltic Sea. Sa1mon 
abound in all the riYers from Newfoundland to about 41° of north latitude. 
They fet in to l\1affachufets Bay abou t the middle' of April, and continue 
there only until they h, ve f})awned; but farther north they continue feveral 
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months. This falmon is not of a good quality, therefore not fo proper 
for a market as the falmon of Great Britain and Ireland. Alewives arc of 
the herring tribe, but fomewhat larger than the true herring; they are 
dry and infipid : fome are cured in the manner of white herrings, and 
fi nt to the Sugar lilands for the ilaves; but in fome places they are ufed 
to manure the land. They are very numerous, but never take the hook: 
they come up the rivers and brooks iato ponds in the fpring, and return 
to fea when they have fpawned. 

5. For fpending frdh, befide the abovementioned, which are alfo eat 
when frdb, there are many forts that are not cured and ihipped off. They 
are generally well known in New England, and are much the fame as in 
Great Britain. 

l\Tany fin1 go up the rivers, and into ponds, earlier or later in the 
fpring to fpawn; particularly falmon, fhad, alewives, tomcod, and fmelts. 
Several good laws have been made in New England to. prevent the paf­
fages of thefe fifh being flopped by weirs; becaufe they are of great bene­
fit to the inhabitants near thefe rivers and ponds. 

The fifuery in general has decreafed, and the cod fiihery in particular, 
as appears by the following Hate: In 1716, there were exported IQo,384 
quintals from the difiriB:s of Maifachufets Bay, but only 53,oco quintals 
were exported in 1748. 

Rum is a confiderable artic1e in ,the manufaCtures of New England, 
where it is diflilled from molaifes imparted from the Weft India Hlands : 
it is vended to all the continental colonies, and the ufe of it has greatly 
depopulated the Indians. 

Hats are manufaCtured and exported to all the colonies;:. nd are a con-
fiderable article of trade. ·'f~ 

.; I 

Iron is alfo a great art'ic1e in manufaCtures; as itA:onfifis of thefe general 
branches : I. Smelting-furnaces, reducing the ore int-o .pigs; having 
coal fuHicient, and appea_rances of rock-. ~ Q ... Refineries, which 
manufaCture pigs imported from New York, Pennfylvania, and Mary­
land furnaces, into bar-iron. 3· Bloomeries from bog or fwamp ore. 
One hundred and twenty buihels of charcoal are fufficient to fmelt rock­
ore into one ton of pigs; and the complement of men for a furnace is 
eight or ten, befide cutters of the \vood, coalers, carters, and other com­
mon labourers. Bog or fwan1p-ore lies from half a foot to two feet deep_; 
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in about twenty years from digging, it grows or gathers fit for another 
digging; but if it lies longer, it turns rufty, and does not yield well: 
three tons of fwamp-ore yield about one ton of hollow ware. 

· The premium or bounty on naval fiores imported into Great Britain 
was firft granted by the 3d and 4th of ~een Anne, and afterward con­
tinued by the 24th of King George II. The feveral forts of naval fiores 
hereafter mentioned, imported directly from any of the Briti.fh planta­
tions in ' America, in any ihip that may lawfully trade, manned as by law 
is required, are to enj<zy the following bounty : 

l. s. d. 
Hemp, water-rotted, bri!;ht and clean, the ton containing 

20 cwt. 6 o o 
Mafis, yards, and bowfprits, the ton, allowing forty feet to 

each ton, girt-meafure, according to the cuftomary way 
of meafuring round bodies I o o 

Tar, clean, good, merchantab1e, well-conditioned, clear 
of drofs or water, and fit in every refpect for making of 
cordage, th.e ton, containing eight barrels, and each 
barrel to gauge 3 I~ gallons, to be \Yell hooped and 
filled up 2 4 o 

Tar, clean, good, tnerchantable, well-conditioned, clear 
of drofs or water, and fit in every refpea for making 
of cordage, made from trees prepared according to the 
directions mentioned, the ton, containing eight barrels, 
and each barrel to gauge 3 I~ gallons, to be well hooped 
and filled up, on the importation thereof 4- o o 

Pitch, good, clean, merchantable, and well-conditioned, 
not mixed with dirt or drofs, the ton, containing 20 

grofs cwt. neat pitch, to be brought in eight barrels of 
equal :fize I o o 

Turpentine, good, clean, and merchantable, clear of drofs 
and water, the ton, containing QO grofs C\vt. neat tur-
pentin~,. to be brought in eight barrels of equal fize 1 10 o 

Thefe premiums are to be paid by the commiffioners of the navy, by 
bills to be made out for the fame, and delivered to the importeFs within 
twenty days after the difcharge or unlading of the fhip, in order to be 
paid in courfe, upon certificate of the refpective chief officers of the cun:oms 
where imported, to whon1 a certificate has been produced under the hand's 
'and feals of the governor, lietitenant-governor, or collector of nis Ma­
je!ty's cuftoms; and naval officer1 or any two of them, re.fiding· withi-n 

any 
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any of his Majefty's faid plantations, teftifying, that, before departure of 
the fhip, the perfon lading the fame had made oath before them, that the 
faid ftores were truly and bona fide of the produce of his Majefiy's faid 
plantations: and with refpeet to _the high bounty on tar, expreffing that it 
appeared to them, by the oath of the owner or maker of the tar for which 
fuch certificate was granted, that the tar therein mentioned was made con­
formable to the direCtions of the aB:: as likewife upon oath to be made 
by the mafier of the fhip, at the port of importation in Great Britain, 
that the fame were iliipped within iome of his Majefl:y's plantations in 
America; and that he knows, or believes, thofe ftores were the produce of 
fuch plantations. And the faid officers of the cuftoms, before they make 
out fuch certificates, are to examine the pitch, by opening the heads· of 
the barrels, fa wing of the ftaves in the middle, and breaking the barrels, 
or by fuch other tneans as they lhall think proper, to difcover whether 
the faid pitch is good and merchantable, not mixed with dirt or drofs ;. 
and alfo to examine and fearch the faid tar, to diftover whether the fame 
is good, dean) merchantable, well-conditioned, clear of drofs or water,. 
and fit for making of cordage. 

New England turpentine is of a confifl:ence like honey; but that of 
Carolina is lefs liquid, fo as to refemble tallow or ilulh. The turpentine 
of New England yields about three gallons of oil in each hundred weight;. 
and the refiduum in difti11ation is about --/-p. called rofin; the fl:ill not 
exceeding one half full of turpentine, for fear it iliould boil over. The 
fiills in Bofton are fmall, and three barrels of turpentine of 300 lb. weight 
each may be wrought off in three hours. After the oil is drawn off the 
ro:Gn is to run fr0m the £ElL 

There are two kinds of oil· drawn from turpentine by difiillation; but 
varni!h is from half rofin and one half oil of turpentine boiled up togethei~, 
and is fold at the fame price with oil of turpen6ne. 

Pitch has been generally brought to Great Britain from Denmark and 
Sweden; but as tl1e merchants, of thofe countries put exorbitant prices on 
this commodi ty, it occafioned the Britifh government to give particular 
€n.couragement to their planters in North America to make pitch; in 
which they have fucceeded fo w.elJ,. that great quantities have be€n fent 
from New England, Virginia, and Carolina. It is abfolute1y euential to 
a trading nation, for pitching their veffels and cables; therefore the 
making of it fhould be carefully attended to in the Briti£h plantations; 
for if they can fupply the mother-country with naval fiores, it will take 

Ll}e 
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·the balance of trade out of the hands of the northern nations, and be a 
great fa ving to Great Britain. 

Lumber, in a commercial fenfe, fignifies wood or timber cut down or 
Jawed by n1ills, in New England, and other colonies in America; which 
is carried to the Sugar colonies, and there exchanged for the product of 
thofe iflands. This fort of lumber confifls in deals, timber-balks, ihingles, 
barrel-boards, clap-boards, pipe-boards or pipe-holt, white-boards for 
:!hoemakers, boom and cant fpars, bow-fiaves, cap-ravens, clap-holt, 
ebony wood, heading for barrels, hoops for coopers, oars, barrel-fiaves, 
trunnels, fpeckled-wood, fweet-wood~ fmall fpars, oak, plank, wainfcot, · 
and lignum-vit<£; which, by the ftatute of the 8th of King George I. and 
the rft of King George II. whether wrought or unwrought, of the pro­
.duB: of the Britiih plantations in America, may be imported direB:ly from 
thence into Great Britain, free of all duties. 

The merchants of New England, in exchange for their naval ftores 
and lumber, receive from the Weft India Hlands, fugar, molafres, rum, 
ginger, indigo, and cotton, much more than is neceffary for home con­
{umption. '1 hey have alfo fupported a conftderable trade with the French 
Sugar Hlands for that lumber; but the Britiih Sugar Iflands complained 
of it, as a great encouragement to the French, who could not fupport 
their fugar plantations without fupplies from New Engl~nd and the other 
Britiih northern colonies. 

It has been recently faid, that Great Britain is a country of manufac­
tures without materials; a trading nation without commodities to trade 
upon ; and a maritime power without either naval fiores or materials for 
ihip-building. That it is this fituation, which renders both trade and 
plantations fo eiTentially neceffary, for the fupport of Great Britain, as 
well as agriculture ; whereby as many people are perhaps maintained in 
Britain, as by the produce of the lands. \Vhen the Colonies make fuch 
commodities as are wanted in the mother-country, of which there are 
many, they muft depend upon her for the vent of fuch produCls, on which 
.they rely for their daily fubfiHence; and as Great Britain is the befl 
.Jnarket in the world for fuch commodities, that makes their dependence 
their intereft, and intereft rules the world. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. Ill. 

An Account of the Colony of ConneCticut in New England~ 

SECTION I. 

The origin of tbe colony; and its charter granted by King Charles II. The 
counties and towns; with their number of reprefentatives and jurymen. 
The legijlative power and courts of judicature. Rates and !axe;. Num­
ber of people, and nzilitia. 4ijlraCf of Jome of their laws. 

I T has been a matter of q_uefiion with fome perfons, whether the­
Britiih Colonies and Plantations in North America are not prejudicial· 

to Great Britain ; and. a moot point with others, whether of any advan­
tage to it ? but it may be fafely advanced, that the tr.ade and navigation· 
of Great Britain are greatly increafed by her Colonies and Plantations,. 
who are a fpring of wealth to the mother-country, fince they work for­
her, and their treafure centers in her :: beilde, as the Briti:fh laws have 
tied the Colonies faft to the mother-country, it muft be through her own; 
fault and mifgovernment if they ever fail to enrich Great Britain; or 
all or any of them become independent of it. 

The people in-Europe, the publie boards not excepted·, have long en .. 
tertained a very indiftinB: notion of thefe fettlements ; and the Ame• 
rican fettlers were too indolent to make themfelves fufficiently acquainted 
with the real fiate of their neighbouring colonies. Some of them even. 
ridicu1oui1y placed a confidence in what has been as vainly aiferted by 
de la Motray, who publiihed feveral large volumes of his travels, and 
among others, his travels in New England; though it is well known he 
refid~d there only a few days, and was generally at his , lodgings in Bof­
ton, with company of no intelligence. 

The United Colonies of New England from 1643 to r663, were · 
f',1ai1:1chufet& Bay, Plymouth, I-Iertford, and New Haven: but during 
the civil war in England, the Colonies in America were neg1eCcec.l, and · 
aB:ed at pleafure ; particularly thofe at Hertford and New I-Iaven, whoi 
afterwards became united as a plantation. of indufl:rious hu:!bandmen. 

The: 
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The colony of I-Iertford fprung from an emigration of fome difcon. 
tented fcrupulous perfons who inhabited a few towns near Bofton, fuch 
as New Town, Dorchefl:er, \Vater Town, and Rock£bury ; from whence 
about one hundred of thctn went, under their leaders and teachers, fuch 
as Homes, Hopkins, Ludlow, and Hooker; '\vho removed fouth-wefi to 
a pleafant country upon Connecticut River, and gradually made the fet· 
tlements of Hertford, W eathersfield, \Vindfor, Springfield, Enfiefd 
Suffield, and others ; which 1nigration happened in the fummer of 
1636. 

Some of thefe were within the jurifdiction of Maffachufet~ Bay; and 
thofe who were without formed themfelves after the model of that co· 
1ony, by fubfcription of articles, as a voluntary, not legal jurifditl:ion, 
They eleCted magifirates the fame year, and formed the.colony of Hert· 
ford: but, in 1637, people from England, under the direction of Mr. 
Eaton, Mr. Davenport, and others, purchafed lands of the Indians, and 
began another difiintt voluntary jurifdiction upon Long H1and found 
called the colony of New Haven. Both colonies remained difiinCl: until 
the refioration of King Charles II. when his majefiy incorporated them 
by royal charter into the prefent colony of Connecticut, which example 
was followed by King William and ~een Mary, who united the colo­
nies of Maifachufets Bay and New Plymouth into the prefent province of 
the Maifachufets. The Pequot Indians gave the new planters all the 
difiurbance they could, which obliged them to unite together in a body 
for their defence: but the Indians picked up feveral firagglers, whom 
they put to death with the utmofi barbarity. 

The colony of New Haven a1fo met with a confiderable lofs at fea in 
the year I 647, when they had fini.fhed a new !hip at Rhode Hland, of 
about one hundred and fifty tons, and freighted it for England with the 
mofi valuable effects of the country; but the fhip periihed at fea, with 
all on board, among whom were fix of the principal perfons in the eo· 
lony, and others of inferior rank, who took their pafiage in her. The 
people were fo difpirited by this acc]dent, that they would h3.Ye broke up 
the plantation, if they could have agreed upon a place to fettle on, more 
to their fatisfattion. 

The fame year the colony of Connecticut alfo fufiained a great lofs by 
the death o~ the reverend Mr. Thomas Hooker, pafior of the church 
at Hertford 111 that colony, where he was jufily confidere'd as the father 
of it. He was born at Marfield in Leicefierihire, in r s86, and was 
educated in Emanuel College in Cam bridge, of which he was fellow. 

He 
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He was iilenced for non-conformity by biiliop Laud, and embarked for 
New England in 1633, where he firfi became paftor at New Town; but 
that place being too confined for his congregation, they removed by his 
encouragement, in 16~5, to the banks of the River Connecticut, and 
built the town of Hertford, where he fpent the remainder of his days. 

The firfi volunteer governor of Hertford colony was Edward Hopkins, 
Efq. who was born in England in 16oo, and died there in 1657· Mr. 
Rains was alternately choien governor with him ; to whom fucceeded 
Mr. ·George Willis, Mr. Thomas W_ells, and Mr. John Webfter. 

Theophilus Eaton, Efq. an eafi country merchant of London, and one 
of the patentees of Maffachufets colony, fettled with fome planters in 
16 37 at New Haven, where he was governor many years fucceffively, 
and died in 1657, when he was fucceeded by Mr. Francis Newman, who 
continued governor four years, and died. l\1r. Leet, a lawyer, was the 
next fucceifor, and continued governor until Hertford and New Haven 
were united into one colony in I 662. 

John \Vinthrop, Efq. fon of governor Winthrop of Maffachufets Bay, 
arrived at Fort Saybrook in 1635, as agent from the Lords Say and Brook, 
who built that fort at the mouth of ConneC:ticut River, and fold it to the 
fettlers in I 644. Mr. \Vinthrop was chofen governor of Hertford co­
lony; and, upon the refioration of King Charles If. he went to Eng­
land, where he obtained the royal charter for incorporating the two co­
lonies into the prefent colony of ConneClicut, of which he was gover­
nor fourteen years, and died at Bofion, on the 5th of April I 676, aged 
feventy-three. Mr. Leet ac:ted as deputy-gover~or to Mr. Winthrop, 
whom he alfo fucceeded as governor, and continued as fuch ten years, 
until his own death. · 

The ConneCticut charter was granted by King Charles II. in the four­
teenth year of his reign ; and was an excellent charter for the people, 
who were thereby rendered in a manner independent of the crown, as 
they were irn.powered to choofe their own governor, deputy-governor, 
and twelve affifiants, who, with the deputies or reprefentatives of the peo­
ple, were to hold two annual afiembles, and ordain all laws for the good 
of the community. It is faid, Mr. Winthrop procured the King's fa­
vour in this peculiar manner, by prefenting him w~th a ring, which 
King Charles I. had on fome particular occafion given to h1s grand-

VoL. I. G g - father. 
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father. So-me difaffetl:ed perfons, however, in each colony, oppofed the­
union at firft; but they were foon fatisfied and reconciled. 

In the reigns of King Charles II. and King James II. the colony of 
ConneCticut tacitly dropped their charter or jurifdiB:i.on, which they re. 

aifumed at the revolution, and it {till fubfifts. The government is in 
the hands of the reprefentatives of the freemen or people, as was alfo 

the property; but at prefent no colony or general lands remain, except 

fame Indian referves ; and fo it is in Rhode Hland, which alfo preferved 

its charter by yielding to the ftorm like Connetl:icut, infread of refifting 

like the Maifachufcts. 

As to their difputes with the French of Canada and their Indians,. 

they were in common with the Maifachufets colony : but the Indians are 
now almofi extinCt. They have a fmall referve upon the eafi fide of Con­

neCl:icu t River at Pifiol Point in Weathers field : there is another referve 

upon New London River, in the northern parts of that townfhip, called 

Mohegins; and there are a few of the Nianticks about Exe miles weft 

from New London . . 

The partition line between New York and Connetl:icut, as eftablifhed 

on the 1ft of :pecember I 664, runs fron1 the mouth of lVIemeroncock 

River, a little weft from By ram River, north north-weft, and was the 
ancient eafierly bounds of New York, until the Q 3d of November r68J,.. 
when the line was run nearly the fame as it was fettled in I 7 I 3· 

The Duke of Hamilton's grant took in part of the prefent colony of 
ConneCticut; for that grant was from Narraganfet Bay to ConneB:icut 

River, and back into the country until it n1et ''ith l\1a:ffachufets fouth 
line: but as this was never purchafed of the Indi:!ns, nor ever fettled, it 
has been deemed as obfolete ; though fome atternpts were made to revire 
this claim. 

. . The prefent Counties are as follows : I. Hertford County; 2. New 

Haven County; 3· New London Cou 1ty; 4· Fairfield County; and 5· 
Windham County. Thefe counties fend in all about a hundred reprefen­
tatives, of w·hich every town{hip fends two, excepting fome which are 

poor, pay no colony rates, and confequently fend no reprefentatives t(} 

the general aifembly or legiilature. 

In ConneCticut, anJ all over New England, every conflituted town· 

lhip is a corporation: but in this province the qualification for a voter or 
2 freeman,. 
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fre mJn, is to be tvYenty-one years of age, with a freehold rated in the 
common lift at fifty fhillings, or perfonal ftate rated at forty pounds, be­
fide his poll or perfon. 

Townfhip meetings or affc:mb1ies are impowered to make prudential 
laws or or ers, with a penalty of tranfgreffion not to exceed twenty 
ihil1ings. Townfhip officers are to be chofen annually in December; 
that is, felec:t- men, not exceeding feven ; and lifters, or affeffors, not ex­
ceeding nine. Town-clerks are to regifi"r marriages, births, and burials. 
No perfon is to be admitted an inhabitant of a town, but by the con­
fent of the felcc:t-men; and no fhanger is to refide exceeding a limited 
number of days ·without liberty from the felec:t-men; and the entertainer 
is finable. A {hanger continuing after b ing \".'arned out, may be fined 
ten fhillings a week, or whipped, not exceeding ten ftripes. A ]hanger 
ent rtained above four days, the entertainer is to be at the charge if taken 
ficl-. \ragrants are to be ordered from confbb1e to confiable back to t~.1e 
plc: e from which they came; and if -they r turn, they are to be whip ed. · 

One year's refidence qualifies a perfon for an inhabitant; and all elec­
tions are to be by a major part of the qualified voters. The freemen of 
each town are to meet in September to elect reprefcntatiYes for the ge ­
neral affembly ; and a]fo to put tvventy perfons in nomination for the 
next general eleCtion in May. In April, the twelve affifi'nnts are to be 
chofen by the freemen of each to.-...vn out of the twenty nominated per ... 
fons, to be fent fealed up to the general affembly; with the votes for the 
governor, deputy-governor, fecretary, and treafurer ; as alfo votes for 
the reprefentatives for the May a£fembly, called proxies, returned by the 
conftable of each town. 

There are two general-courts annually: the firft at Hertford, called 
the court of elecrion, held on the fecond Thurfday in May, where the 
freemen eleEI: a governor, deputy-governor, twelve affifiants, a fecretary, 
and treafurer. The fecond at New Haven, on the fecond Thurfday in 
Ocrober. In the general-court fub.fifis the power of making laws, grant­
ing levies, difpofing of colony lands, ereU:ing of judicatories and officers, 
granting pardons in criminal or capital cafes, and diffolving and proroguing 
of themfelves. The governor, deputy-governor, or fecretary may call 
a general-court upon emergencies : and every town may fend one or two 
deputies, except fome places who are not qualified, as before obferved. No 
n1ember of the general-court, during its fitting, can be arrefi:ed, except for 
treafon or felony. Previous to all other bufinefs, the houfe ·of reprefen­
tatives are to choDfe a fpeaker and clerk; and the houfe are the only 

G g 2 j udge~ 
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judges concerning their .o:vn election .. The abfence of a member each 
day is a fine of ten fhdhngs, tobe patd to th: colony treafurer; but the 
governo_r in the upper houfe, and the fpeaker 1n the lower houfe, have a 
cafiing vote. 

As to the courts of ju~icature, a11 cafes exceedin!? the value of forty­
:fhiHings are to be determined at common law by a jury of twelve men. 
The jurymen in the feveral courts are to be chofen at a town-meeting, 
held yearly in January. The qualification is fifty fhillings freehold at 
leaft, rated in the general lift. The names of the jurymen fo ehofen are 
put in a box with a lock, and when any number of jurymen are fum­
moned to ferve at any court, the town confiable fhould at random draw 
fo many out of the box as is required from that town. Any juror fo 
drawn, and not appearing at the court, the penalty is ten fhillings. 

The prefent enacting ftyle of the general aifembly is, '' Be it enaeled 
by the governor, council, and reprefentatives, in general-court affembled,. 
and by the authority of the fame.'' All judges and jufiices are ap· 
pointed by the general-affembly, and commiffioned by the governor with 
the provincial feal; but the governor, deputy-governor, and affifiants, are 
juftices ex ojjicio. 

P. s to the courts where· no juries are required, though the cafe may be 
of confiderable value, there are, 

I. The court of pro bates, confifting of one judge, and a clerk ap­
pointed by him., who a1:e to hold a t;Ourt in each of the following dif­
triCl:s, called the difiria of Hertford, New Haven, New London, Fair­
field, and Windham; Plainfield, Guilford, Woodbury, Stamford, Eaft 
Hadham, Litchfield, Danbury, and Norwich. In difficult cafes they 
may call in two or three juftices of the quorum ; but any perfon ag­
grieved may appeal and review to the next fuperior court of the county. 

! 2. The court of vice-admiralty; has the fame judge and other officers 
of that court which ferve for the province of New York. 

3· The jufticiary court of admiralty, for trials of crimes committed 
at fea, confifis of judges, fome of the colony of Connecticut, and others 
from the province of New York, ptufuant to the inftructions from home. 

In this colony is no particular court of chancery; but in fome cafes the 
gcneral-affembly act as a court of chancery or equity. 

J ufiiciary 
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_ Jufiiciary courts of Oyer and Terminer, called a:ffizes and general­
gaol cleli very, are the fame with 

The iuperior court; which is a court of judicature, i tinerant from county 
to county. It conflfts of one chief judge, and four other judges, three 

1 of whom are a quorum, and have cognizance of all pleas of the crown 
that relate to life, limb, or baniiliment; of divorce; of all pl eas rea1, 
perfonal, or mixed . This court is to be held in each county twice a 
year; and the judge's are to appoint and fwear their own clerk. 

An inferior court of judicature-is arfo to be held' in each county twice 
a year, by a judge, with two or more juflices of the quorum commif­
:floned for that purpofe, to determine all civil caufes, real, perf6nal, or 
mixed ; as alfo all criminal matters not extending to life, limb, divorce, 
or baniihrnent; and they have power to levy a county tax. 

A fpecial coun-ty court may be called upon any extraordinary occafion, 
and may adjour~ thernfelves to any difiant time. 

The general-aifembly hear writs of error againft proceedings of the 
fuperior court : and where an inferior court exceeds its jurifdic:tion, the· 
judges of the fuperi0r court may grant a prohibition, with the fame' 
power as the court of King's Bench in England. 

A juftice may determine in any cafe not exceeding forty :£billings, if 
land is not concerned. An appeal lies from a juftice to the county court, 
and from thence a review to the next county court, or appeal to the 
next fuperior court. Jn a debt upon bond, bill, or note, for a value not 
exceeding _ forty i11illings, no appeal is allowed, and if not exceeding 
ten pounds, no appeal is allow.ed from· a county court. 

No appeals were allowed to the King in council ; yet fome have gone 
to England by way of complaint, at a confiderable expence; but no re­
lief was procured, excepting the cafe of lV1r. Winthrop, who obtained a· 

' declaration of the King in council, " That their law concerning dividing: 
!.and inheritance of an intefiate was contrary to the law of E ngland, and 
void :" but in fubfequent cafes this colony paid no regard to that decla­
ration. 

No. perfon is to be kept in prifon, if he appears to have a fufficient 
1 efiate; and where no eftate appears, the debtor muft fati sfy the debt by 

fervice. • 
Idle 
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Idle perfons and dr:mkards may by ":'·arrant be brourr?t before a juf4 
tice. All fuch pedifhng offenders are d1fabled from making of contracts, 
and their goods are to be under the management of the feleCt-men, who 
may fell all or part of .their per1onal e~ate?, and, on defic!en~y, difpofe 
of their perfons to ferv1tude for a cert.aln ttme, to pay their JUft debts: 
but no real eftate can be fcqueftered without an order of the general-af­
fembly; and an appeal lies from the feleB:-mcn to the county court. 

Some peculiar laws have been 1nade in this colony, for the regulation 
,0 f public houfes of entertainment, and to preferve the decency of fo­
.ciety. . The publican is to be properly licenfed by. the mat;ifirates, felctt­
·men, grand-jurymen, and conftables ; to be nominated annually in Ja­
nuary, and approved of by the next countr: co~rt. The houfe-keeper 
is not to fuffer minors or fervants to fit t1pphng ; ·{hangers 'and fo­
reio-ners excepted; under .a fine of fix fhilling s. r 1 0 1 ::rfons arc to l~eep 
.co~pany in public houfes on the evenlng follow·ing the Lord's-ciar, or 
.days of fait. Any perfon found in a tavern the nig ~ be:or;:! or 'after 
the Lord's-day, or after nine o'clock in any other night, is to be fi:1ed 
three iliillings ; with fome exceptions. By fr eci:ll warrant, houfes m:~y 
be broke open in fearching after perfons in ta-·erns; and inh~bi'Jnts are 
not to fit in a tavern drinking abo\~e one hour at a time, e~~cep~ upJu 
particular occafions, under a fine of fix ihillings. Tav rn-hun:ers are 
to be pofted up at the ta~lern-doors, with a prohibition of entertain­
ing them, upon penalty of three pounds. No tavern ·keeper can brieg 
an aClion for drink fold after two days; and none but licenfed houfes 
to fell ftrong liquors in quantities exceeding one quart of wine or fpirits , 
or one gallon of any other liquor, under a fine of three pounds for the 
firft offence, fix pounds for the fecond, and fo doubled for e\'ery of­
fence ; but if not able to pay, to be whipped not lefs than ten, and not 
more than fifteen ftripes for every offence. 

Connetlicut has kept free from the difficulties which the other pro­
vinces have fuftained from paper currencies. At times, by the prudent 
adminiftration of the jurifdiClion of ConneClicut colony, their taxes 
were only from four thoufand to five thoufand pounds currency a year, 
whereas the polls and rates of the 1\!.Iaffachufets Bay, at the fame time, 
were about four huqdred thoufand pounds currency a year. 

Taxes confift in the articles of rates, impofi:s, and excife, as in the 
MaiTachufets in general, but not in particulars. 

I. In 
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I. In ConneCli ut, one penny rate pro uccs four thoufand five hundred 
pounds currency ; for in mofl: of the colonies real efl:ates are commonly 
valued only at feven years pm·chafe. Rates comprehend the poll-tax; on 
which account every perfon is ann ally to give in a lifi: of his polls and 
rateable efiat , on or before the I oth of September, and thofe lifl:s are to 
be returned in Ofrober to th general-court. Every male perfon, from fix­
teen to feventy, is to be fet in the lifl: at r 8/. but the perfons exempted 
from rates and poll -'!< ::1.re as in the MafE chufets. Every ox, at 4 l. 
Ea h fl: er, co v, or heifer of three years and upward, at 3 l.; a fieer or 
heifer of t\YO y ars, at 40 s. ; and a fieer or heifer of one year, at 20 s. 
Each horfe and mare of three years olJ and upward, at 1 /.; of tvvo years 
old, 40 s.; and of one year old, 20 s. Each fwine one year old, 20 s. 
Every dwelling-hou , with adjoining land, 20 s. an acre: plow and 
mowing land in fome counties, I 5 s. in others I os. and fome 7 s. 6 d. an 
acre : boggy mowing meadow land, 5 s. an acre; and all upland pafiure or 
mowing land, 8 s. an acre ; but peculiars are to be affeffed by the nearefi: 
towns. All allowed attornies at law, 50 l. their admiffion; and others 
higher, in proportion to their bufinefs: but all tradefmen are to be rated 
nt the difcretion of the lifiers t. 

II. The impofis : there is a high duty on the e. -portation of all timber 
and lumber to the adjacent governments of Malfachufets, Rhode Hland, 
New Hampihire, and New York; which was intended as a kind of pro· 
hi bit" on, that the colony might not be drained of thofe materials . The 
impofl:s upon rum is one penny a gallon, if imported direCtly fron1 
the Britiih fugar iflands; and tw.o pence from all other parts : but a 

_draw-back is allowed on exportation. The governor, with advice of the 
council, may, by proclamation, prohibit the exportation of grain and 
ot 1er provi 1ons, for a limited time, in cafes of nee>effity. 

III. Excife: there is three pence a gallon upon all wine and difiilled 
liquors; which duty is much lefs than in the 1\tiafEtchufets, and is ap­
plied to d_cray county charges. The coun ty courts appoint receivers of 
the excife, with fee of two :fhillings per pot nd, and the receivers may 
agree wi~h the public hou~es by the year. 

The aB: for regulating maritime affairs, h::ts nothing peculiar in it. 

- J * Thefe are the governor, deputy-governor, affifl:ants, minifl:ers of the golpel, prefrdent 
2nd tutors of the collegia te fchools , fl:udents there, fchool-ma!ters, and poJr, aged and 
infirm perfons, whe are all excufed. 

t All thefe are almoft double rated to what they are in the Maffachufets. 
ConneC1~iru'· · 
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ConneB:icut contains about one hundred thoufand men, of which one .. 
fourth are capable of bearing arms. In I 7 4-c , at a great firuggle, there 
\vere about four thoufand freem en voters; and the trai ning militia of this 
colony may confift of about fifteen thoufand men . 

By the aB: for forming and regulating the militia, the governor is to 
be captain-general; and the deputy-governor, lieutenant-general: the 
military companies of the feveral townilii ps are formed into thirteen 
regiments of foot, and to each regiment one troop of horfe. The field­
officers of each regiment, as colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and major, to be 
appointed by the general-affembly, and commiffioned by the governor. 
After being embodied, the whole are to be affembled once in four years, 
or oftener, for regimental exercife; but the companies are to be trained 
four times a year, and every foldi er who does not appear is fined three 
ihillings. 

T :he Connecticut adminiftration have reduced all their public fees and 
fines to proclamation money; anJ as they have exifted as a government 
for above a century, they have acquired fuch experience as to have formed 
an excellent body o! laws, which were lately revifed and publiilied in 
I 7 50, in a fmall folio of 258 pages; containing the m oft plain, concife, 
natural, and equitable laws for the plantations hitherto extant. 

In this authoritative revifal of their municipal laws, the introduCl:ory law 
or aCt is in the manner of a magna charta, for fecuring the general privileges 
of his Majefiy's fubjeB:s in the colony; for it was thereby enacted, " That 
the life of no man ihould be taken away, nor his honour or credit be 
fiained; neither his perfon arrefied, refirained, banifhed, . difmembered, 
or otherwife punilhed; he fhould not be deprived of his ,,....ife and children, 
nor his goods or efiate taken from him, or endamaged, under the colour 
of law, or countenance of authority; unlefs by virtue of fome exprefs 
law of the colony warranting the fame, efiablifhed by the general-cour.t, 
and fu ffi ciently publiilied; or in cafe of defeB: of fuch laws in any parti­
cular cafe) by fome clear and plain rule warranted by the word of God.'' 

All h is l\1ajeHy 's fubjeB:s within this colony , whether inhabitants or 
not, are to enjoy the fame j ufiice and law that is general for the colony, 
in all cafes proper for civil authority, and courts of judicature in the fame, 
w ithout delay or par tiality. 

Every town is to have a fealer of weights and tneafures; and all cafks 
are to be of the London affize. Every town n1uft have a peculiar brand 
for their horfes, on or near the left ilioulder. 
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Common intereft is fix per cent. per ann. letting of cattle and maritime 
affairs excepted. 

Any book-debt not accounted for with the original debtor in feven 
years, is not pleadable after the debtor's death. Upon execution iffued, 
the creditor £hall, at the ufual place of the debtor's abode, demand the 
debt; upon non-payment, he may levy execution upon the proper move­
ables *, and fet up a lift of the fame upon the town-pofi, to be -fold by 
outcry after twenty days; but in a deficiency of goods, and upon the 
creditor's refufing lands, the debtor's ody may be feized. 

Any debtor in a debt not exceeding 20 !. may confefs judgment before 
a fingle jufiice; and debtors committed to gaol, on [wearing they have 
not effeCts to the value of 5 !. are to be fubfified by the creditors at a certain 
rate. 

No aCtion is to be brought for bill, bond, or note, but within the fpace 
of feventeen years; nor can any aCtion of trefpafs or defamation be com­
menced but within three years; and the fine for defamation not to exceed 
ten pounds. 

The capital crimes are confpiracy againfi the colony, wilful murder, 
blafphemy, fodomy, befliality, wilfully firing houfes, disfiguring or dif­
membering, and falfe witnefs in cafe of life and death. 

Single perfons committing fornication are to be fined 33 s. or whipped; 
and every perfon playing at dice, cards, or tables, to be fined twenty 
fhillings. All fines impofed by the general court, belong to the colony­
treafury; if impofecl by the county-court, to the county-treafury; and if 
impofed by an affifiant-judge, to the towniliip treafuries. 

A bill of divorce and liberty to marry again may be granted by the 
fuperior courts, in cafes of adultery, fraudulent contract, feven yea~s 
abfence not heard of, or wilful defertion for three years. 

Forgery was three days public pillory, double damages to the injnred 
party, and incapacity of being an evidence in law: the form of their oath 
is, " You f wear by the name of the ever-living God." Perjury was 20 /. 

fine, and fix months imprifonment ;· if unable to pay the fine, to be pil ... 
loried with both ears nailed, and incapacitated from giving evidence. 

• For necdfary apparel, houfehohl goods, tools, and arms, are excepted. 

VoL.I. Hh. For 
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For burglary or robbery tP.e penalty was branding, ears cut off, and· 
whipping ; but the ~hird offence was death. Theft was fine, whipping,. 
or fervitude. Buying goods of flaves, the penalty was treble value 
fervice, or whipping; and the penalty for receiving or concealing ftole~ 
goods was the fame as theft, 

A ny flave or Indian fl:riking a white man, the penalty was whipping 
not exceeding thirty ftripes. An Indian conviCl:ed of drunkennefs, wa~ 
to pay five iliillings, or fuffer ten lafhes. All the Indians in a townihip 
ihould be mufiered once a year, and the requifite laws read to them. An 
Indian, Molatto, or Negro, travelling without a pafs, may be feized as. 
a runaway. Idlenefs and drunkennefs are the general vices of Indians, 
therefore the penalty of felling ftrong lig_uor to an Indian was ten. £billings 
a pint. 

The efiabliilied religions are Pre:!byterians, Congregati.onalifis, and 
confociated rninifiers; whofe parifh churches are under the direction of 
the county-courts; but tolerated minifiers from thofe profe:ffions are left 
at large. There are about I 50 efl:abliilied rninifters, and feveral who are 
tolerated. ln fome towniliips are many pariilies or precintl:s. They begin 
and end the Lord's-day at the fetting of the fun, according to the J@wilh 
tnanner, which is prevalent through all New England among the Congre· 
gationalifl:s . Schools are well regulated, and have a colony allowance. 
Every ecclefiafl:ical fociety of feventy families or upward, iliould have a 
fchool for the infiruB:ion of children to read and write; and a grammar· 
fchool to every principal town; befide one college in the colony. 

T he laws relati'ng to the obfervation of the Sabbath are too puritanicai 
and fevere.. Thefe are under the infpection of the grand-jury, tything­
rpen, and conftables. They are numerous as well as firict, but they feem. 
gradually to droop, and will fcarcely be revived, 

Criminal perfons making their efcape from the authority of other pro .. 
vincial governments to this colony, may be remanded back to the. place of 
perpetration. 

There are fevere penal des on cutting down of trees, or firing of w~ds 
and lands; and the accufed, if there is no proof, muft exculpate himielf 
by oath. But it is very ex traordinary, that all kinds of delil)quents are 
to pay the charge of prefentn1ent, whether guilty or innocent .. 

The age of confent for marriage, is to the man fourteen, and to the wcr 
1 an twelve ; but contraas of perfons under parents, guardians, or mafters, 

are ! 
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are of no validity; and no perfon unmarried is to keep houfe of himfelf, . 
without penniffion of the magiftrates, under the penalty of twenty ihil-­
lings a week. 

No perfon is to be married unlefs publiihed in fome congregation, or 
publickly pofted up eight days before fuch marriage. No perfon is to join 
people in marriage, befide a jufiice in the county, or an ordained minifter 
of the pariili where the parties dwell; but any juftice or minifier marry- -
ing perfons without publication, and certificate of the confent of the pa­
rents or guardians, is to pay a penalty of twenty pounds. Degrees of 
kindred forbidding marriage are according to the Levitical law, and f1,1ch 
marriages are declared to be void; the offenders to fit upon the gallows 
with a rope about the neck, to be whipped, and to wear the letter I on 
their arm or back. 

Any man endeavouring to gain the affetl:ions of a maid, without liberty 
of courtfhip from the parents or guardians, he is to pay five pounds fo~ 
the firft offence. 

I-I h 2 SECTION 

t!SS. 
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S E C T I 0 N II .. 

Boundarie.r rf the Province; mountains, rivers, produce, and·manujallures•· 
trade· and na•vigation. Account rf Yale College at New Haven. A~ 
account rf the Indian charity-Jchoollately founded at Lehamn in Cotz .. 
neClicut. 

T FIE Province of ConneCticut is about llX:ty mile~ fquare; hounded 
by the fea on the north, .Ne.w York ori the weft, the Maifachufetson 

the north, and Rhode-Hland on, the : eaft The. charter boundaries have 
been already defcribed; but its· prefe-nt bDundaries are as-follow: Its..north 
line upon Maf.Tachufets Bay of about 72 miles, fettled in 1713 ;_its eafierl1 
line upon the colony of Rhode Hland of about 45 miles, fettled in 1728; 
its foutherly line upon Long Hland found, being a fea line of about 90 
miles, in a direct wefi-foutherly courfe;. from the_ mouth of Pakatuka 
River to the mouth of Byram River; its wefierly line as. finally fettled 
with New York. 

ConneCticut is a good cDuntry as to climate and foil, and is valuable 
for grain and pafiur.e; it is generally broken land, that is, hills and dale~, 
but well watered~ - The people of any country are happy, where the 
meaner inhabitants are plentifully and wholefomely fed, and warmly and 
decently clothed ; which is the cafe in Connecticut, as it is chiefly inha ... 
bited by indufirious huibandmen. 

Simibury, or the copper mine liills, are their highefi lands; but not 
fertile, . as it is. faid of metallic ore hills in general. 

The principal rivers are, the ConneCl.icut, the Thames, and the Houfa· 
tonick or Stratford River. 

I. Connecticut River, with its branches and townihips- thereon, have 
already been defcribed. 

2-. Thames· River is a long nayjgable creek of about twenty miles, an~· 
the head of it is in Norwich in New London county. The townfhip ot 
Norwich pays the highefi tax of any in the colony, and in time may be 
the principal place of t1 ade. Frmn Connecticut River to the eaftern , 
bo 1ndary of the colony, is an extraordinary well watered country, confifi­
ing of two principal rivers and the~r branches, which fall into the botto~. 
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f the creek at Non: ich. Thefe two rivers are ~1enebaug and Satncket, 
or higher \Villemantick. The ~enebaug rifes in Brim field, paHes through 
Stourbridge and Dudley in the province of l\1affachufets Bay, thence in 
the colony of Connecticut, it divides Pomfret from Kiltingiley, Canter­
bury from Plainfield, and at Norwich falls into Thames River or Creek. 
Satucket River '\.vhere it originates in Brimfield of Maif1chufets Bay, is 
called Willemantick River, and receives feYeral fmall runs of water at 
Stafford in ConneCticut; it divides Toland from \Vellington, and Coven­
try from Mansfield : at vVindham it is ca1led \Vindham River, and there 
receives on its wefi:ern fide Scagungamog River and I-Iope River; on 
its eafiern fide, it receives Manchoag River, which had received Fenton 
River, and higher up, at Afhford, had received Bigelow River, Stiil River, 
and Bungea River from Union and vVoodfiock; and at Norwich it receives 
the ~enebaug, where both form the Creek or Thames, which runs by 
New London near Croton, and falls into the fea oppofite Fifher's liland. 

3. The Houfatonick, \Vefienhoek, or Stratford River, has its rife in 
the weft part of the Maifachufets near Lake Iroquois, runs fouth to Stock­
bridge, and enters ConneCticut near Saliibury and Canaan, proceeds to 
Cornwal, Dover, Kent, Fairfield, Newtown, Stratford, and l\1ilford, 
where it falls into the Long Ifland found. 

Pakatuke River divides. ConneCticut from Rhode Hland colony; and 
Byram River divides the colony of New York. from Connecticut; but thefe 
are of no other confideration. 

Upon the Long Iiland found is a delightful and profitable range of good 
townihips, the glory of all the Britilh plantations· in New · Englar d, as 
Stonington, Groton, New London, Lyme, Saybrook, Killingworth, Guil­
ford, Brentford, New Haven, rY!:'ford, Stratford, Fairfield, 'orwalk, 
Stamfor.d_, and Greenwich; but N~w London is the capital. 

The principal roads throughout the province of ConneCticut are, I. From 
Stonington to Groton, New London, Sayhrook, Brentford, .New Hav~n, 
Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford, and Greenwich. The \Y hole 
extent is I 26 miles from Pakatuke River, along the Sound, to Byram 

--'B iver, the whole maritime length of the colony from eafi to weft; and · 
the road is continued generally at about two or three miles difl:ance from 
the fea. 2. From New Haven to·wn to \Vallingford, and V etherfield, . 
from thence along the wefl:ern banks of .l1e River ConneCticut to Hertford, .. 
Windfor, and to Springfield in the Iv1affachufets full north. 3. From. 
I\tliddletown to Wallingford, thence due weft to New Milford and. D<tn- . 

b.ury, . 
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:bury, into the province of New York .. 3· From Danbury to New Fair­
field, Dover, Saliiliury, and Sheffield, 1n the Maifachufets, full north. 

· As there is little difference in the temperature of the air in tbe feveral 
parts of New England, [o its feveral. products and aptitude for ~ifferent 
improvements vary but 1n a few particulars; the fouthermoft bemg moft 
·natural for corn and the northern for grazing, though both afford a much 
greater plenty of timber and fifh. In thefe colonies, the lands which are 
cleared of timber and improved for tillage and pafiure are very far from 
yielding fuch profit to the owner as they are .capable of, for want of ma­
nuring, and being properly fubdivided into fmaller allotments, which the 
great price of labour has made impracticable; but as nature has furnilhed 
ihe country with feveral forts of marle and fea-ware, 'vherever the farmer 
·has been able to enrich the foil with them, the produce of his lands has 
paid the expence, and greatly raifed their value; yet, by reafon of the 
·fcarcity of labourers, few can bear the charge of fo necdfary a cultivation; 
but by increafing their number, the country 1nay foon be enabled to do it, 
and confequently to fupply the Weft India iflands at a much cheaper rate 
.than has been late~y done. 

Connecticut had little foreign trade until of late the inhabitants fent 
:fome fmall ve£rels to theW eft India Hlands. Their produce chiefly confifts 
-.6tf wheat .and Indian corn; flax, bu~ter, pork, beaver, and horfes. 

'Wool, hemp, flax, and iron are the general materials of all the New 
:England manufactures. 

The Colonies have hitherto fubfified upon the gleanings of the woods 
and the fertility of the fre£h woodlands, which is very great at firft. It is 
only thefe that produce any quantity of hemp or flax, or any plenty of 
the neceifaries of life. Thefe they are at firfi: obliged to plant with fuch 
crops, in order to exhauft the luxuriant fertility of fre.fh wood-lands, and 
bring them into culture and tillage; but as foon as it is worn out, which 
is in three or four years at moft, they are under as great a neceffity of 
leaving off that method of planting, and making thofe ftaple commodities 
for Britain. For thefe reafons, tnoft of the planters have been obliged to 
leave off planting altogether, infl:ead of lllaking improvements in it, with 
fuch commodities as hemp and flax. Even 1noft of the tobacco plantations 
are broke up, and turned into corn and pafture grounds, which produce 
nothing but corn, cattle, and wool, the ftaple of Britain; and, without 
fome other methods of agriculture, thofe will become the only ftaple of 
the northern colonies. 

Were 
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Were we to confider the proper improvements for the Colonies in 
North Atnerica, wool lhould be the firfi. They have already wool 
enough, as fit for their ufe as if it was finer; and the only way to pre­
vent their manufaB:uring it is, to improve it fo as to make it fit to fend 
to England, in order to purchafe their manufaB:ures, inftead of making 
them, and to fupply the place of Spanifl1 wool. 

They have had a bounty on hemp and flax in North America ever fince 
the year 1663, which has been renewed from time to time; and they 
have as often tried to make thefe commodities, but could never produce 
fuch quantities as to ferve for a fl:aple commodity to fend to Britain, and 
purchafe their nece!Iaries by that 1neans. 

Upon fome late and curious effays, in exploring New England for · 
metallic ores and minerals, it has been found, that there is bog and rock 
iron-ore in plenty, but not profitable; as alfo lead-ore, but fo intermixed 
with rock and fpar as to turn to no account. In New England they have 
not forged bar-iron for their own confumption, by bloomeries and re­
fineries ; but they have imported from England; as alfo from New York, , 
the Jerfeys, Pennfylvania, and Maryland. 

The government of ConneB:icut formerly efiabliilied a corporation for 
commerce, called '' The New London . Society:" · but, in the fraudulent . 
humour of thofe times, contrary to the -defign of their infii tution, they 
foon began to manufacture printed fociety notes, to be impofed as a cur­
rency, but the government caufed thefe bills to he. drawn in at the 
charge of the fociety. 

In the Sound the tide flows. from fix to eight feet; but the deep water is 
t>n Long Ifland fide . 

In ConneCticut are eight convenient portp for fmall veifels ; but they 
generally enter and clear at the port of New London, which is a good 
harbour, five miles within land, and deep water'. Here they build large · 
lhips ; but their timber is fpungy, and not durable. Small veffels. are · 
built at Saybrook and New. Haven.: . 

In New England fome oxen of I8oo11J. weight, and hogs of 25 [core; 
have been killed. ConneCticut falt-pork is the beft of America; and ~ 
they finiCn the fa ttening of their hogs with Indian meal .. 

In . 
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J n fome parts of North America, the winters are too long and cold, 
and in other parts too hot for gra~s ; confequently can afford no quantity 
of provender for cattle, and will probably never be beef countries. 
Lands in New England, which -yield at a medium twenty hundred weight 
of hay, are the befi; -if forty hundred weight, the hay is rank and four. 

Connellicut College, called Yale College in New Haruen. 

The general affembly of Maffachufets 'Bay, in 1636, granted ·400 !. 
towards eretl:ing a collegiate fchool, afterward called Harvatd college, 
in Cambridge near Bofi:on ; which was incorporated in 16 so, as before 
particularly mentioned. The people of Connctticut joined in the con .. 
tribution, and .continued their .affiftance till the year I 70 I, when they 
thought the difiance was too far, and .the charge too great; therefore 
their minifiers and magifiracy prefented a memorial to the geueral affem­
bly, wherein they ~efired that a col}Ggiate-fchool n1ight be eretl:ed and 
endowed, and propofed ten 1ninifiers as trufiees for ordering the fame, 
the furvivors to fupply vacancies, and feven to be a quorum. Accord· 
ingly a charter was drawn up for this purpofe by Mr. Addington then 
fecretary of Maffachufets Bay, and was granted in Ottober I 701, with 
power to appoint officers, and make laws, but not repugnant to the laws 
of the civil government; to confer degrees; poffefs lands not exceeding 
the yearly value of soo l. and to receive yearly out of the public treafury 
1 oo!. currency, which was then equal to about 70 l. fterling. Saybrook 
was refolved upon as a proper place ; and the trufiees chofe J.\t1r. Pierfon, 
minifter of Killingworth, for reCl:or, who with ten truftees confiituted the 
corporation : and until a place could be fitted up in Say brook, the fcholars 
were to meet at the reCl:or's houfe in Killingworth, where they continued 
till his death in I 707. 

At the firfi founding of this college, it was ordered, that \vhere no 
fpecial proviflon was made by the trufiees, the laws of I~arvard college, 
in the province of l'v1affachuiets Bay, £hou1d be their rule. But in 1723, 
Governor SaltoNfial drew up an additional explanatory charter, which 
the general affembl y gave to the college, \V hereby it \Yas declared, that a 
trufiee m.1ght refign at pl afure ; that feven trufiees fhould be a quorum, 
and to aB: by a majority; that a minifl:cr of thirty ye:1rs tnight be choien 
a trufi:ee, and that the rector £hould be a truftee ex officio. 

In 1 7 44, the affernbl y was petitioned by the trufiees, for a new and 
tnore perfect charter, whereby the college WlS to be incorporated, by the 

name 
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name of " The Prefident and Fellows of Yale College in New Haven.,., 
This met with fuch approbation, that, on the gth of May I 745, a 
provincial ac:t was paifed for the more full, and complete efiabliihment 
of Yale College; whereby it was enac:ted, I. That certain perfons therein 
mentioned were incorporated by the name of " The Prefident and Fel­
lows of Yale College in New Haven,'' with fuccc:fllon. Q. All former 
donations to this collegiate-fchool, though in various expreffions, were 
confirmed and vefied in the prefident and fellows, with fucceffion. 3· 
That the prefident and fellows ihould continue during life, or until they 
refigned, or were difplaced. 4· There fhould be a general meeting of 
the prefident and fellows annually on the fecond W ednefday in Septem­
her; the major vote of the members prefent fhould be definitive; and in 
cafe of equal voices, the prefident ihould have a cafl:ing vote. 5· The 
prefident and fellows, fix at 1ea!t, concurring, might remove and ap­
point in their room, a prefident, and fellow, a clerk, a treafurer, tutors, 
profeifors, fieward, and other nec::eifary fen~ants. 6. That the prefident, 
fellows, tutors, profeifors, and all other officers, before they entered upon 
the execution of their office, fhould pub1ickly take the oaths, and fuh­
fcribe the declaration appointed by the firfi of King George I. 7· The 
corporation might appoint, from time to time, regulations not repug­
nant to the laws of England, or of the colony; but might be difallowed 
by the general aifembly. 8. The corporation might confer degrees as 
in other colleges. g. All efl:ates belonging to the college, if real not 
exceeding the value of soo l. a year, all members and refident officers 
of the college, tutors, and fiudents; were exempted from military fervice 
and public taxes. 1 o. The fum of I oo /. proclamation money was 
granted annually, during the pleafure of the aifembly. 

Several of the original trufl:ees contributed to the carrying on the un­
dertaking, in land, a houfe, and valuable books to begin a library for 
the college, and there -was a general contribution throughout the colony. 
But the greatefl: donation of books was from the generofity anJ pro­
curement of Jeremiah Dummer, Efq. agent in London, in r 714, \vhen 
he fent over above eight hundred volumes, one hundred and twenty of 
which were at his own cofi, and the refl: by procurements from Sir Ifaac 
Newton, Sir Richard Steel, Sir Richard Blackmore, Doc:tor Burnet, Doc­
tor Woodward, Doc:tor Halley, Doc:tor Bentley, Doc:tor Kennet, Doc­
tor Calamy, Doc:tor Edwards, Mr. Yale, Mr. Whifi:on, Mr. Henry, and 
other learned gentlemen. 

Elihu Yale, Efq. was a direc:tor of the Eafl: India Company, and fent 
three hundred volumes; but a great part of them were loft, in a tumult 
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upon removing the library from Saybrook. Thefe books were in vlaue 
about one hundred pounds fre rling ; the donor alfo gave four hundred 
pounds fierling in ~ffeas, and by will inte.nded five hundred pounds fter .. 
lino- more, but thts was never accomphili.ed. In I7I8, Mr. Dummer 
fen~ more books to the value of thirty pounds, and Jahaleal Brenton 
Efq. of Newport in Rhode IIland, gave fifty pound~ fierling. In 1723: 
Mr. Daniel Turner of London fent them a collectiOn of twenty-eight 
volumes in phyfic and furgery, and the college conferred upon him a, 

diploma of M. D. In I 744-, Mr. Anthony Nougier, of Fairfield, left 
by will to the college twenty-feven pounds frerling, to be put to intereft. 
In I 7 45, Philip Li vingfion, Efq. of the King's council of New York, as 
he had four fons educated in this college, gave two hundred pounds cur· 
rency to begin a foundation for a_ profeffor of Divinity, to be called the 
Livingfionian profefforfhip. In I 7 46, M r. Samuel Lambert, of New 
London, left fome lands to the college; but, from fome intricacies in his 
affairs, they turned to no great account, excepting about one hundred 
acres in \Va1lingford, and fixty-two acres in New Haven. There alfo 
were a great many fmaller donations, from time to time, which are too 
tedious to be · enumerated. 

In 1732, the aifembly granted to the college fifteen hundred acres of 
land, being three hundred acres in each of the new towns of Norfolk, 
Canaan, Goihen, Cornwal, and Kent; which may be valuable in a few 
years : and in I 7 42, the general aifembly augmented the annual grant to 
the· college, whereby they were enabled to fupport three tutors and a 
rector. Divifions happened concerning the fi'tuation of the college until 
I 7 16, when the majority of the trufiees voted a convenient college, and 
reB:or's houfe, . to be erected in the town of New Haven, which were 
effected accordingly, but with much oppoGtion and confufion from the 
northern and eafiern parts of the colony : the truftees, however, held 
th eir firft commencement at New Haven in September I 717. / 

The college building was erected on the 3d of OClober I 7 I 7; contain· 
ing above fifty fiudies, befide the hall, library, and kitchen. It coft 
about Io3o l. fierling. On the I 2th of September I 7 I8, there was 
a grand commencement, when the trufiees gave it the name of Yale Col· 
lege, and afterward fent a letter of thanks to Mr. Yale, for his gene· 
rofity to the colony, with letters of thanks to Mr. Dummer and General 
N icholfon for thei r donations of books. In I 7 48, upon a motion of the 
p re fl clent, the general aifembly ordered a new college to be built at a 
p ublic colony charge, a hundred feet long, and forty wide; eight rooms 
on a floor, and three fiories high; befide garrets and cellars. 

The 
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The regulations as to the degrees of batchelors and mafl:ers are the 
;fame as in Harvard_College of the Maffachufets •. 

This college at New Haven went ·on with fuch prc>fperity, 1 that, in 
September 1749, there commenced eleven mafiers and twenty-three bat­
chelors: but at Harvard College, in July the fame year, there commenced 
only nine mafiers anq twenty-two batchelors, though a college of much 
longer ftanding, and in a much larger government. 

In 1732, the reverend Doctor George Berkley dean of Derry, and af­
terward Biihop of Cloyn in Ireland, came over to found an epifcopal 
college upon the continent of North America, on fome of the iflands. 
He refided fome time at New Port in Rhode I:Oand, where he purchafed 
.a country-feat, with about ninety-fix acres of land: but for fome parti­
cular reafons he relinquiihed his defign in erecting an epifcopal college, 
and returned to England. He was a good judge of the world, and of 
the Britiili Colonies, particularly of their feminaries of learning : but he 
gave the preference to the college of New Haven, even before the epifco­
pal college of vVillam:fburg in Virginia ; therefore he gave his efiate at 
Rhode Ifland to Yale College ; the income to be premiums, from time to 
time, for the beft Greek and Latin fcholars, in the judgment of the pre­
fident and fenior epifcopal miffionary of the colony; which has been 
fome incitement to excel in claffical elegance. This eminent divine, great 
philofopher, and noble patriot, alfo gave the college a fine collection of 
books of near one thoufand volumes, of which two hundred and fixty. 
were folios, and the whole in fierling value four hundred pounds. 

This great and excellent man, in 1725, publiihed a public-fpirited 
treatife, intitled, " A propofal for the better fupplying of churches in 
our foreign Plantations, and for converting the favage Americans to 
.Chriftianity, by a college to be ereB-ed in the Summer Iflands, otherwife 
called the Ifles of Bermuda;" and he obtained a charter from King George 
II. for erecting a college by the name of St. Paul's College in the Ifland 
of Bermuda for the ufes above mentioned; which college was to contain 
a prefident and nine fellows: but it was never carried into execution. 

In his fermon preached before " The Incorporated Society for the 
Propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, at their anniverfary meeting 
in the parifh church of St. Mary-1e-Bow, on Friday, February I 8th, 
I 7 3 I,'' he fays, as follows : '' I fpeak it knowingly, that the minifl:ers 
of the gofpel, in thofe Provinces which go by the name of New Eng­
land, fent and fuppor ted at the expence of this focie!y, have, by their 
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fobriety of manners, difcreet behaviour, and competent degree of ufefu 
knowledge, ihewn then1felves worthy the choice of thofe who fent them· 
and particularly in living on a more friendly footing with their hrethre; 
of the feparation; who, on their part, were alfo very much come off 
fron1 that narrownefs of fpirit, which formerly kept them at fuch an 
unamicable difiance from us. And as there is reafon to apprehend, 
that part of America could not have been thus difiinguifhed, and 
provided with fuch a number of proper perfons, if one half of them 
had no.t been fu~plied out of t~e diifentin!? fem~naries of the country, 
who, In proportiOn as they attain to more liberal Improvements of learn. 
ing, are obferyed to quit their prejudice towards an epifcopal church; fo 
I verily think it might increafe the number of fuch ufeful men, if pro­
viiion was -made to defray their charges in coming .hither to receive Holy 
Orders ; palling and repaffing the ocean, and tarrymg the neceifary.time 
in London, requiring an expence that many are not able to bear. It 
would alfo be an encouragement to the miffionaries in general, and pro­
bably produce good effeets, if the allowance of certain miffionaries were 
augmented, in proportion to the fervices they had done, and the time 
they had fpent in their miffion.'' 

The general fcheme intended by Doctor Berkley proved abortive; but 
an Indian charity-fchool has lately been -founded at Lebanon in ConneCticut, 
and carried on by the reverend Mr. Eleazer \Vheelock, who, it feems, 
being deeply impreifed with a fenfe of the forlorn condition of our fa­
vage fellow-creatures in thofe deferts, and of the obligation the defcen­
dents of the ancient New Englanders fiill lie under to keep in view the 
avowed defign of their forefathers original emigration, did, about twelve 
years ago, take two Indian boys, and through the ·whole duration of the 
late war, under the greatefl: difcouragements arifing from the ravages of 
the Indians, continued to increafe his fchool, by receiving a larger number, 
both boys and girls, from the nearer tribes ; together with fame promi· 
fing Englifh youths, who were defigned for the_ fame purpofe of evange­
lizing the Heathen : and being rationally convinced, at the conclufion 
of the war, what a favourable opportunity · our late fignal and amazing 
conquefis afforded of profecuting this plan, he fiill added, out of more 
remote tribes, many children to the number, all which he clothed, 
boarded, and educated, without any fettled fund. He reprefents, that 
he has now upward of twenty in his fchool at I ,ebanon, who are ~e· 
ferved for future fervice; and that there are twelve Englifh and Indian 
miffionaries, and fchoolmafl:ers, now employed in preaching the Gofpel 
and in fettling fchools, with moft promifing encouragement and fuccefS, 
among fame of the re1note Heathen narions; but all that thefe miiiiona· 
ries depend immediately 041 him far a fupport. That as this infl:itution 

was 



was intend~d purely to promote the common falvation of the Heathen, 
with opt _regard to any particular names, fefrs, or parties, fo it had been 
greatly countenanced and encouraged by perfons· of various denominations 
on both fides the water: and as there appears at prefent a very uncom­
mon defire a1nong many of the Six Nations, and others, to have their 
children taught to read, write, and fpeak well, and the1nfelves infiruB:ed 
in the Gofpel of Chrifi, as well as in hufbandry, and the politer parts 
of civilized life ; it had been judged expedient to fend to England the 
Reverend Mr. vV hitaker, mipifier of the Gofpel at Norwich in New 
England ; and the Reverend M r. Samfon Occom, the firfl: pupil and In.­
d ian Chrifiian which Mr. W heelock educated, and the firft Indian Gof­
pel preacher that ever fet foot on the Bri tiih ihore ; to folicit benefaClions 
toward building and endowing an Indian fchool as a feminary for miffi­
onaries. That in what an important point of light this defign is already 
viewed in America, appears from many atteftations, and recommenda­
tions, of feveral of his Majefty's governors, chief-jufiices, counfellors, 
and fecretar ies ; many miffionaries of the church of England, with vari­
ous Gofpel Minifiers of other denom inations, in the more northern Pro­
vinces ; nu mbers of eminent merchants; and efpecially of the honour­
able Sir vVilliam Joh nfon, that great fup por ter of the Briti!h Ind ian in­
terefi in general , and great patro nizer of this infant infhtution in parti-­
cular. 

Mr. W heelock a1fo addreifed a memorial '' T o the people of God in; 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, " in recommendation of h is defign, and. 
of the Reverend lVIr. Nathaniel v i hitak:er, pafior of the church at Chel­
fea in Norwich, who purpofed a voyage to Europe, to fo]icit benefaCtio ns, 
in favour of this Indian charity-fchool in Con neCl:icu t ; in which memo­
rial M r. W heelock fays, " It is well known, that there are yet remain~ 

ing vafi: numbers of original natives in this land, whofe manner of liv­
ing is favage, almofl: on a level with the bru tal creation-, but fierce and ter­
rible in war:_ their dwellings are eminently habitations of cruelty : they 
have continued fro m age to age in the grolieft paganifm and, idolatry;. 
ilrangers to all the emoluments of fcience, but ft btile and ikilful in all the 
arts of deceit and barbarity : and on every con fi deration their fiate is, 
perhaps, the moft wretched and piteous of all the human race. T hey­
have, from the fi rfi planting of thefe Colonies, been a fcourge and terror 
to their Englifh neighbours ; often ravaging and laying wafie their fron­
tiers; bu tcheri ng, torturing, and captivat ing their fans; dafhing their 
children againfi the fiones ; ikilfully devifi ng-,. and proudly glorying iUl 
all poffible methods of torture and cruelty within their power." T here­
fore he under took this defign, which had been liberally fupported with.-

out 
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out any fund; " but the nece£fary expences for the fupport · of fuc'h a. 
number as were theu employed in the wikler-nefs, at the difi:ance of three 
or four hundred miles, as three miffionaries, eight fchoolmafi:-ers, and 
two interpreters; together with the neceffary ·fupplies for the fchoo1 
~hich then confifi:ed of twenty-two, and others expected foon, who wer~ 
of families of importance in tribes fiill more remote, were greater than 
could be reafonably expected from thofe American Colonies, efpecially at 
a time when complaints of debt, and want of money, were fo loud and 
univerfal.'' Therefore he had employed Mr. Whitaker, " to befpeak the 
charitable affiftance of the friends of Zion abroad ; for the glory of God, 
and the good of men." 

To thefe were added fame attefi:ations relating to the character and abi­
lities of the Reverend Mr. Samfon Occom, of the tribe of Mohegan In .. 

· dians, adjoining to New London in Connecticut, who was educated un­
der Mr. Wheelock, ordained by the Prefbytery of Suffolk on Long Ifland, 

·and was defigned to accompany Mr. Whitaker to Europe, where they 
both arrived in I 766, and efrabliibed a fubfcription for the promotion of 
the charity. 

CHAP. 



RHODE ISLAND. 

C H A P. VI. 

A Defcription of the Colony of RH 0 DE ISLAND in 

NJE\V ENGLAND. 

SECTION 1. 

Its original fettlements from tbe Moj/achujets: Providence Jir:fl Jettled by 
Mr. Willmms of Salem, in 1635: Rhode Ijland firft Jettled by the Jec­
taries from the Maffach ;~fets in 1637 and 1644: their fitft forms if 
goverrrnent; and tbeir. 7etter to the general court if the Ma!fachujets 
Ba_y concerning the ~takers, in 1657. The charter granted' by King 
Charles ~L in I 662, to " The go·vernor and company ?f the 'colon_y of. 
Rhode Ijland and Pro<vidence Plantations.'' The charter ordered to be 
~acated in 1684; and reaffimzed in I 689. The courts of judicature in· 
the colony : its di<z;ijions into counties j taxes and valuations. Number­
of inhabitants, whites, negroes, and Indians. The proxies, rcprejen-· 
tative-s, jziftices of the peace, and militia companies. The indijferenc~ 
of the Rbode !flanders in regard to religion; with Bijhop Berkley's· 
remarks theron, and of the }late qf the colony when his lorijhip was 
there. 

1.'"" I-I I S colony is the fmallefl: of the four in extent; being bounded· 
foutherly by the fea, and furrounded by the Maffachufets and Con­

neCticut on its other fides. 

In the Bri tiih acts of parliament, this colony is named Rhode H1and, 
Providence Plantations, and the Narraganfet country, or King's Province; 
which originally were difiinct affociations or plantations, but afterward 
became united, and were by charter incorporated into one jurifdiCl:ion or 
colony. Thefe Colonifis were not immediately from England ; but pro­
ceeded from the neighbouring colony of Maffachufets Bay, from whence 
they departed as emigrants, or were baniihed as non conformifis ; fo that 
they were confidered as Puritans among Puritans, and made fuch gra­
dual refinements, that all their religion was almofl: vani!hed; after which 
the province became a receptacle of any people, without regard to re-­
ligion or focial wor£hip; and their modes of civil government have alfo, 
been very erroneous and defective. 

King 
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King Charles I. in 163o, made a grant to the Earl of Warwick from 
Narraganfet Bay wefiward along £hore forty leagues, and in length from 
fea to fea. His lorcHhip affigned that grant to Willam Vifcount Say and 
Seal, Lord Brook, Lord Rich, and eight other affociates : but the con­
ditions of the grant were never complied with, and Jhe grant became 
void ; as alfo, for the fame reafon, did another grant made to the Duke 
of Hamilton in r 6 35 : but the origin of thefe feveral fettlements £hall 
be concifely mentioned. 

Mr. Roger Williams came over from Old England to New England in 
163o, when he was chofen pa~or of the church qf Salem on the death 
of Mr. Skelton, who had been perfecuted out of England for· non-con-·. 
formity. If fome writers are to be. credited, Mr. Williams was a rigid 
Brownifi, precife, uncharitable, and of fuch boiilerous and turbulent 
paffions, as had like to have put the whole country into a flame. Being 
fettled in the church, he began to Yent his fingular notions, as, " That 
it was not lawful for an unregenerate man to pray, nor for good -men to 
join in family prayer with thofe they judged unregenerate : that it was 
not lawful to take an oath to the civil magifirate; and therefore, when 
the oath of allegiance was tendered him, he refufed it, and advifed his 
church to do fo too : that the patent which they had for their lands from 
King Charles \Vas invalid, and an infirument of injufiice, which they 
ought to renounce, being injurious to the natives ; the King of England 
having no power to difpofe of their lands to his own fubjeB:s : that there 
:fhould be a general and unlimited toleration for all religions ; and to pu­
niih men for matters of confcience was perfecution." It has been ob­
ferved, that although Mr. Williams was fo large and generous in the 
priticiples of toleration; yet he was fo precife in his own conduct, as 
to deny all communion with thofe that were not exattly of his own · 
fiandard: He forbid the members of his church at Salem to communi­
cate occafionally with the church at Bofion ; and becaufe they would not 
agree to it, he vvithdrew from them, and fet up a feparate meeting in 
his own houfe, to which many of his zealous adn1irers reforted. The 
minifters · of the other churches took a great deal of pains to convince 
him of his errors, but to no purpofe ; whereupon the magiftrates in· 
terpofed, and baniilied him the Maifachufets Colony, as a difturber of the 
peace of the church and commonvYealth. Sentence of baniihment 
being read againfi Mr. Williams, the whole town of Salem was in an 
uproar; for he was efieemed an honeft difinterefied man, and of popular 
talents in the pulpit; fo that fuch was the compaffion of the people, oc­
cafioned by his followers raifing a cry of perfecution againfi him, that 
he would have carried off the greateft part of the inhabitants of the 

town, 



R H 0 D E I S L A N D. 

town, if the n1inifiers of Bofion had not interpofecl. A conficlerahle 
number of his friends, however, refolved to hazard their lives and for­
tunes with him. With thefe he travelled towards the fouth, and fettlecl, 
in the fpring of the year 1635, withoLH the jurifdiQ:ion of the Maffachu­
fets, at Moo!hafick, or Moofach.ick, which they called Providence, where 
they incorporated into a church. The Narraganfet fach em made them 
feveral grants of lands; and one of the grants was dated at " NantigaR­
fick, the 24th of March, in the fecond year of their plantation at Moo­
fachick or Providence," where Mr. vVilli~ams refided forty years. 

The principal perfons at fidl: concerned with Mr. \Villiams as proprie­
tors of the Providence lands, afterV\Ql.rd affociated feveral others, untit 
at length they amounted to the number of one hundred proprieton of 
J?rovidence grants, which contained twenty miles fquare. 

In I 640, about forty perfons voluntarily formed a fort of civil govern_. 
ment in the new colony, which was then only one county, as is at pre­
fent the province of New Hamp!hire; but it was afterward divided into 
three counties, and the townfhip or plantation of Providence was di­
v1d.e.d into the four townfhips of Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, ancf 
Gloucefier: Providence fends four reprefentatives to the general-a£fern­
bly; and the other fends two each. 

In 1637, the fynod at New Town in MaJfachufets Bay condemned 
the opinions of m-any feCl:aries, and other perfons thought themfelves 
feverely treated by the fubfequent general court; upon which they, with 
thei-r £-riends and adherents; refolved to quit the country, and form a new 
colony. Mr. Williams -_entertained them for fome time in a friend! y man­
ner at Providence, and affified them in purchafing the lflands of the In· 
dian fachems. Soon after, fame of them went to the Ifland of Aquat· 
neck, which they alfo~ purchafed frorn the Indians, and fettled there in 
t639: the grant of the Ifland was figned by the fachems on the Q4th of 
March I 63 7-8; and the planters purchafed quit-claims at a confiderable 
expenee. The fettlement began at the north-eaft end of the Ifland, then 
ealled Pocaffet, and now Portfinouth; but, in 16~4, the Hland was called 
the IHe of Rhodes, or more properly Rhode Ifland, which foon became 

· the gar.den of New England for pleafure and delight. It lies in the Nar­
raganfet Bay; is about fourteen miles in length, and five in breadth. 
The fertility and agreeablenefs of the place invited over fo many plan­
-ters, as overfiocked the Ifland in a few years, and obliged fome of them 
to· fettle in the adjacent continent, where they purchafed ~ traCt of 
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land, and built feveral towns ; for all which they obtained a charter of 
King Charles II. with ample privileges. 

Rhode Hland was foon divided into two townfhips, Newport its eafieriy 
part, and Portfmouth its wefterly part; but Newport has been fince fub .. 
divided into Newport and Middletown. Eighteen perfons, without a 
patent, voluntarily affociated themfelves for the eftabliihment of this co­
lony : but fome families returned to the Maffachufets Bay; particularly 
the Hutchinfons, Dummers, and Savages. 

Their government was variable in the beginning, and until 164~, 
when they agreed to be ruled by a governor, deputy-governor, and four 
affifiants, who held their offices until they obtained patents of incorpora­
tion from the crown. 

Mr. William Coddington was the firft governor ; Mr. William Bren .. 
ton, deputy-governor; and Mr. Eafton, Mr. Coggiihal, Mr. Hutchin­
fon, and· Mr. Porter, were the firft affiftants. 

In 1643, e even gentlemen purchafed of the Indians a traCt of land 
on the Continent, where they built the town of Warwick, in honour of 
the Earl of that name, who had a large grant in thefe parts. This No· 
bleman was governor and admiral of all the Englilh plantations for the 
parliament at that time, and granted a kind of charter to thefe new fet· 
tlements by the name of " The Incorporation of the Province Plantations 

· in the Narraganfet Bay in New England;'' whereby they might fettle 
them felves into any form of government the tnajority of the freemen 
:fhould agree upon, fuitable to their eftate and condition; and make 
proper laws, agreeable to thofe of England, fo far as the nature and con· 
ilitution of the place would admit. Their firft general-affembly was not 
caJled until the 19th of May 1647, when they eftabliihed a good body 
of laws, and erected a different fonn of government ; whereby their le­
giflature, called " A Court of Commiffioners," confified of fix: members 
from each of the four towns of Providence, Newport, Portfmouth, and 

. Warwick; but the fuprcme power to be in a regular vote of all the free­
holders of the colony ; fo that the votes of the freetnen fuperfeded or 
repealed the acts of the court of commiffioners and made them void. 
A prefident and four affifiants, annually chofen, ·were judges of the 

·court of trials, affifted by the two wardens or jufiices of the particu­
lar town, in which this court fat from time to time. EYery town chofe 
u council of fix perfons to manage its affairs ; and that council had the 
trial. of fmall cafes, with the wardens or juftices of the to.wn; but wirl1 

all 
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an appeal to the court of prefident and aifocia .. es. There was a ,ort 
interruption of this form of government, by an order of the council of 
fiate in England, dated the :zd of OB:ob r, r652; but the ufual form of 
legiilation was foon refumed, and continued un il the prefent charter tool~ 
place. 

From time to time there were fome Eng1ifh trading houfes, with ftnall 
purchafes of lands from the Indians in the Narraganfet country; and the 
if1and of Canonicut was pm· chafed in I 6 57; at which time a letter -vvas 
fent from "The Government of the Colony of Rhode Ifland," concerning· 
the ~akers, to the General Court of the Maffachufets Bay, in which it 
was obferved, " that in thofe places where thefe people aforefaid, i.n this 
colony, are mofi: of all fuffered to geclare themfelves freely, and are only 
oppofed by arguments in difcourfe, there they leafi: of all defire to come .; 
and we are informed, that they begin to loath this place, for that they are 
not oppofed by the civil authority, but with all patience and meeknefs are 
fufFered to fay over their pretended revelations and admonitions, nor are 
they like or able to gain many here to their way ; and furely we find, that 
they delight to be perfecuted by civil powers, and when they are fo, they 
are like to gain more adherents by the conceit of their patient fuffering~, 
than by confent to their pernicious fayings." 

The Anabaptifi:s of Providence, in 1654, divided into two feB:s, con­
cerning the eifential neceffity of laying on of hands in ordination, as a 

. qualification in a perfon to adminifier baptifm; but the laying on of hands 
at lafi generally prevailed; and there is a firiB: affociation of the ordina­
tion-baptifi:s, by itinerant annual meetings, all over New England, once 
a year. The ~akers, on their perfecution in Maffachufets -Bay, came 
to Rhode Ifland in 1656, and feveral of the mofi: enthuiiafiic among the 
Anabaptifis joined with them. But, in I 6 sg, the new colonifi:s prefented 
an addrefs to the fupreme authority in England, wherein they called them­
felves a poor colony, " an outcafi people, formerly from our mother-na­
tion in the biiliops days, ·and fince from the New Engliili over zealous 
colonies.'' 

Such was the fiate of this colony, until the inhabitants obtained a char­
ter from the crown, which lodged the fupreme power in the community, 
and made it an entire democracy. 

As in the majority of voters, there mufi at leafl: be the governor, deputy­
governor, and fix of the affiftants, it wa& the fame cafe as if the governor 
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and affifbnts were a feparate board or houfe; therefore they were afterward 
by act of aifembly, confiituted a feparate houfe; and the governor, i~ 
cafe of an equality of votes in the board of affiftants, was to have the 
cafting vote, but no negative. 

This firfi affembly met at Newport, on the 1ft of March, 1663, and 
enacted, that on the firft W ednefday in May annual)y, by a majurity of 
the votes of the freemen of the colony, fhould be eleCted a recorder or 
fecretary, a fheriff*, an attorney-general, and on7 treaf~rer-general. lt 
was likewife enatled, that all purchafes of the Indians wlthout confent of 
the aiTeinbly, iliould be void, and the purchafers finable = and that all the 
new inhabitants, Roman Catholics only excepted, of competent eftates, 
fhould be accounted freemen, and have power of choofing and of being 
chofen deputies and other officers. 

This co·mpetency of eftate has been varied at different periods down to 
the year 1746, when the aifembly enacted, that the f!Ualification for a 
freeman fuould be free holds of 400 l. currency in value, or to rent 9.o/. a 
year, or the eldeft fon of fuch a freeholder; and to be propo(ed ta-their 
refpeCl:ive town-meetings three months at leaft before their admiffion. 

Several new town£hips were efiabii£hed, by purchafing more lands from 
· the Indians. Mifquamicut was purchafed in 166 5, and was confiituted 
-a towniliip in· I 669, by the name of W efterley, which was afterward di .. 
vided into the three townfhips of \Vefterley, Charles-Town, and Rich­
mond. In Charles-Town was the Narraganfet Indian referve of two miles 
from eaft to .weft, and about fix from north to fouth; which was generally 
farmed by the friends of the Indian guardians, appointed by the affemb)y, 
11pon long leafes and fmall rents. Maniifes, or Block-Ifland, in I6j2, 
'"·as conftituted the towniliip of New-Shoreham. Some gentlemen o~ 
R bode Ifland and other parts of New England made a confiderable pur· 
c.hafe fr01n the Indians of Petaquamfecut, which, with the adjacent lands, 
were incorporated a townfhip by the name of Kingfton in 1674; but fince 
divided into three townfhips, South Kingfton, North Kingfton, and Exeter. 
In 1677, the townfhip of Greenwich was incorporated; which was after· 
ward divided into the two townfhips of Greenwich and Weft Green_wich. 
In 1678, the Hland of Canonicut was incorporated and named James 
Town; by which tin1e, all the colony general lands were reduced to pri· 
vate property, fo as to compofe twenty-four towns in the whole. 

• At prefent the. the riffs of the feveral counties· are appoipted by the general affembly. 
Each 
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£a.ch to\"\tnfhip is managed by a town-council, confifiing of the affifiants 
who refide in the town, the jufiices of the town, and fix free holders cho­
.fen yearly by the freemen of the town; the major part of them is a quorum, 
with full power to manage the affairs and interefl of the town to which they 
refpeClively belong ; as alfo to grant licences to public houfes; and are a . 
probate office for proving wills and granting adminifiration, with an ap­
peal to the governor and council as fupreme ordinary. 

At the townihip meetings annually held in March, the freemen of the 
town bring in their written votes called proxies, for a governor, a deputy­
governor, ten affifiants, recorder, treafurer, and attorney- general; which 
votes are fealed up, and fent to Newport, for the next general eleClion in 
May. The governor has no negative in eleCiions; nor has he a negative 
in paffing of bills or refolves; but he has a cafl:ing vote at the board of affifl:­
ants. All other officers, civil and military, are appointed by a joint vote 
of the board of affiftants and houfe of reprefentatives. 

There are yearly two general affemblies; they fit on the firft vVednefday 
in May at Newport; but the fecond affembly meets on the laft Wednefday 
of OClober at Providence and South Kingfton alternately. The affembly 
adjourn themfelves for any time; but in all grand committees and elec­
tions of officers, the board of affifiants and houfe of reprefentatives fit and 
vote together. 

The legifJative body fiyle themfelves " The Governor and Company of 
the Englifh Colony of Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations in New 
England in America:" and their enaCling fiyle is, " Be it enaCled by the 
general affernbly of this colony, and by the authority of the fame it is 
enacted." # 

The governor has the cufl:ody of the royal charter and the provincial 
feal, with other infignia, and he alfo appoints the naval officer; but the 
governor's falary is only 300/. currency a year, and all his perquifites 
feldom exceed 1000 l. In I 7 50, the deputy-governor had a yearly falary 
of 300 l. currency old tenor, and the treafurer_had 200 l. but no wages are 
all.owed to the affifiants and reprefentatives. 

As briberies in the eleCtions of affembly-men and general officers were 
become frequent and notorious, it was enacted in 17 46, that no man 
fbou1d be admitted to vote until he had taken oath or affirmation, that he 
would ufe his freedom for the good of the government without any other 
motive; and ihould not receive nor expeCt any reward or promife of re­
ward in eleelions. The fame a[embly enaQ:ed, that no affiftant, or mem-

ber 
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her of the houfe of reprefentatives, ihou1d be allowed for th~ir fervice any 
wages or pay; and feveral other laws have been made, at d1fferent time& 
.exemplary to the other colonies. ' 

Upon any urgent occafion the governor, or, in his ~bfenc~, th.e deputy­
governor, may by warrant call a general affembly. fhe d1reilion of the 
militia is in the general affen1bly of the colony; but the governor and 
affifl:ants have the power of the militia when the affembly does not fit. 

When the count of England refolved to vacate charters of any nature 
a writ of qur; warrtmto was ifTued out againil this colony on the 6th of 
Oaober r68s, and was delivered by Mr. Randolph on the 8th of June 
1 686 ; notwirhftanding the colony had made a full furrender of their 
charter before*; but upon the revolution in 1688, they reaffumed their 
former government; and as their charter was never vacated in a due 
courfe of law, the court of England has permitted them to continue in the 
poifeffion and ufe of it to this day . 

. When the charter firft took place . in I 66 3, there were only 18 repre­
fentatives in the colony; being_ 6 from Newport, 4 from Providence, 4 
from Portfmouth, and 4 from Warwick ; but at prefent, befide thefe, 
there are two from each confiituted townihip incorporated from that time, 
and now-amount to -58 members. 

As to their courts of judicature, they are 
I. The Superior Court of Judicature, or courts of Affize and General 

Gaol Delivery, held twice a year in each county. Three judges are a 
quorum, who have cognizance of all pleas, real, perfonal, or mixed; as 
a1fo pleas of the crown, caufes criminal, and matters relating to the con­
fervation of the peace; punifhment of offenders, and generally of all other 
matters,, as amply to all intents and purpofes as the courts of King's 
Bench, Common Pleas, or Exchequer in England have, or ought to have; 
however, no caufe, matter, or thing, except writs of error and capital 
crimes, are brought into this court by original or procefs; but by appeals 
frmn the inferior courts of Common Pleas. 

* This appears from the following advertifement in the London Gazette: " Windfor, 
Sept. 13, I 684. His Majefiy has gracioufiy received the addreis of the colony of Rhode 
)!land and Providence Plantations in New England, humbly reprefenting, that upon the fig· 
11ification of a writ of quo warranto againfi their charter, they had refolved in a general 
aflembly not to fiand fuit with his MajeH:y, but wholly to fubmit to his royal pleafure them· 
felves and their charter, whereof his Majefiy had thought fit to accept the furrender.'' ~he 
order in council to the attorney-general to bri11g writs of quo warranto againfi: Connechcut 
and R hode lfianJ was J ated July 15, 1685. . 

• .. • 4 · 1. ~. Iofenor 
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~. Inferior Courts of Common Pleas are held twice a year in each 
county_, and three jufiices of the court are a quorum, who have cognizance 
of all civil aClions ariG.ng or happening within the county, and tryable at 
common law, of what nature, kind, or quality foever. But no a{tion 
not exceeding 5!. currency is brought into any of thefe courts, unlcfs 
where a freehold is concerned, or by way of appeal from an_y jufiices 
court. 

3· Seffions of the Peace, or a Court of General Seffions of the Peace, 
are held in each county twice in every year, and five jufl:ices of the county 
rnake a quorum, who have power to hear and determine relative to the 
confervation of the peace and the puniihment of offenders. All pleas of 
the crown, except capital crimes, are alfo cognizable before them. 

4· Jufiices of the Peace, whofe power extends all over the county. The 
General Aifembly in their May feffions choofe for each town fo many 
jufiices of the peace as they find requifi te, to be commiffioned by the go­
vernor under the provincial feal. A jufiice may join perfons in marriage, 
take the acknowledgment of a deed or other infirument in writing; as· 
alfo take depofitions out of court, on notification to the adverfe party .. 
Two or more jufl::ices may try, hear and adjudge all manner of debts, tref­
paffes, and o_ther ac:tions, not exceeding sl. currency; titles of land are 
excepted, and fuch other attions as are not allowable by any particular 
law of the colony; but three or more jufiices of the peace may try all per­
fans fufpetted of thieving to the value of I o l. currency. 

5· Juries are chofen as follows: The town council of each townfl1ip­
take a lift of all perfons liable by law, and whom they :£hall judge able and 
well qualified to ferve on juries, and lay the fame before a town meeting 
called for that purpofe; and the names of all fuch perfons written on fepa­
rate pieces of paper, are put in a box, and delivered to the town-clerk, to be 
by him kept under lock and key. When the precept for returning of 
Juries is iffued, the box is to be unlocked at a town meeting, and the town-· 
Clerk is to draw out fo many tickets as there are jurors required, to be 
returned as fuch. Thofe as in the judgment of the town meeting are 
thought unable to ferve at that time, have their names returned into the 
box, and others are drawn in their fiead. The names of the perfons re­
turned to ferve, are put in another box from time to time, until all the 

, tickets are drawn; then they are returned into the firft, to be dra-vYn as 
aforefaid. The town council once a year lay before a town meeting fuch 
other perfons as may become qualified, · to be put in the box ; but if by 
reafon of challenge or otherways there are not a fufficient number of good 

A;. andl .. 
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and ·tawful men to make u_p the jury, the ·reft are to :be filled up .hy the 
lheriff or his qepu~. 

The form of .their judicial oath or affirmation does not invo1cethe jndg· 
ment of the omnifcient God, who fees in fecret ; but only upon the 
peril of the penalty of pe1jury, which does not feem an oath of proper 
folemnity. 

6. Appeals in civil cafes are allowed from the jufiices of the peace to 
the inferior court of common .pleas ; and in crimina1 cafes to the court 
of the general feffions of the peace; the judgments of which are finat o11. 

fuch appeals. 

Any perfon aggrieved at .the fentence of the court of feffions of the 
peace, .may appeal to .the next fuperior court of affize. 

An appeal ·is allowed fram ,the iuferior court~ of commCl>n pleas to the 
next fup~rior •.court. 

And appeals to his Majefty in council are -allowed from the fuperior 
court, whet"e the matter or thing in controverfy is .. the value of three 
hundred ·pounds new ~tenor ; 'Unlefs from judgment obtained upon a bond, 
which 'has no other condition but for ·payment of the money. They ap-­
peal to the King in council not only on perfonal, but in real atlions. 

7. A court of chancery was once ereCled ; but was foon difcontinued, 
on account of their dangerous proceedings in difpenfing with the laws, 
where~y ·no _property was fafe .. 

8. The ordinary for probate of witls, and g-ranting ad·min1ftration, is 
in the refpettive town councils; with appeals to the -court of governor 
and affiftants. 

,9. The court of vice-adm:iralty confifts of the fame individual officers 
or perfons who officiate ·in Malfachufets Bay, or by deputations from 
.them. 

10. The jufiiciary court of adm~ralty Is much of. the fame nature as 
,that of Maffachufets Bay, with an addition of the governor and fome of 
the council of that neighbouring colony. 

Formerly 



RHODE ISLAND. 

Formerly the colony of Rhode Ifland made only pne county, which 
was afterward divided into the three counties of Newport, Providence, 
and King's County; _to which has been added a fourth county called 
Briftol. 

I. Newport County contains Rhode Hland, in which are the towns of 
Newport, Portfmouth, and Middletown : Block Hland, in which is the 
townfhip of New Shoreham : C1nonicut Hland, where is James Town : 
Prudence liland and Patience Hland; with the adjudged parts of Tiver­
ton and Little Compton. 

2. Providence County comprehends the townfhips of Providence, 
Smithfield, Scituate, Gloucefter, 'Varwick, Coventry, Greenwich, Weft 

-Greem.vich, and Cumberland. 

3· King's County includes the towns of South Kingfton, North 
Kingfion, Exeter, \Vefierly, Charles Town, and Richmond. 

4· Brifl:ol County is compofed of the late addition from the Province 
of Mafrachufets. 

Their prefent taxes of all kinds are very inconfiderable ; becaufe the 
interefi of their public loans generally defray all charges of government. 

The colony has been little concerned in the wars againfi the Indians 
and French ; which was chiefly owing to the principles of ~akerifm 
among many of the inhabitants, and as not being immediately expofcd 
to the ravages of the enemy. In the expedition againfi Port Royal in 
Nova Scwtia in I 7 ro, and in the abortive expedition againfi Canada in 
17 I I, they had fome forces ; but toward the feigned or intended expe­
dition againfi Canada in I 7 46, they had three hundred foldiers ready, 
and one hundred feamen in a warlike floop. -

By the valuation, or cenfus, made in 17 48, the whites were Q 8,4,~9 ; 
the blacks, 3 077 ; and th :.: Indians I 2 57 ; in all, 3 2,77 3· From thefe 
dedufr Brifiol, Tiverton, Little Compton, Warren, and Cumberland, a 
late addition taken from the jurifdiaion of l\llaffachufets Bay, and added 
to Rhode Ifland colony, 4 196 whites, 34 3 blacks, and 228 Indians; 
there will remain 24, 24.3 w bites. ' 'heir late Guinea trade has added con­
fiderably to the number of their ncgroes : and here is alfo an increafe of 
44 Indians, whereas they are obferved every where e'lfe to be upon the 
decreafe. 

VoL. I. L 1 The 
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The following table reprefents all the townfhips; their number of pro. 
xies, reprefentatives in the general-aifembly, and juftices of peace; as 
alfo the number of inhabi tants, ·whites, negroes, and Indians; with the 
companies of milit ia ; as they fiood in the year 1 7 48. 

Townfuips. 

. 
N 
p 

ewport, 
rovidence, 
ortfmouth, p 

V, 
w 

varwick, 
efierley, 

' 

-

* 
N 

New Shoreham, 
orth Kingfion, 

outh Kingfton, s 
E · aft Greenwich, 

J ames Town, 

'* Smithfield, 
cituate, s 

G 
c 
w 
c 
E 
M 
B 
T 
L 

loucefier, 
harles Town, 
eft Greenwich, 

oveatry, 
xeter, 
iddletown, 

rifiol, 
iverton, 
ittle Compton, 

c 
* 

Warren, 
umberland, 
Richmond, 

~ I ~ l ~ ' i N I T MT . :>< "0 ::: wh· f• n- I ttla 
? I ~ J ~ I •tes. , groes.

1 
dians. Comp . 

96 6 9 5335 I 105 68 4 
32 4 13 31 77 225 so 5 
25 4 5 8o7 134 SI I 
21 4 8 1SIS 176 9 :· 3 
23 2 6 1701 59 49 4 
23 2 0 260 20 20 I 

30 2 7 r66s 184 86 3 
21 2 5 I405 3'80 193 3 
I7 2 6 956 6r 27 2 

4 2 0 284 IIO 26 I 

45 2 5 400 30 20 3 
s8 2 4 I2IO r6 6 3 
II 2 4 I I94 8 3 
9 2 3 641 s8 3°3 1 

25 2 4 757 8 I 2 
12 2 6 769 r6 7 2 

24 2 4 I IO., 
,) 63 8 2 

20 2 4 586 76 I8 I 

13 2 5 9~8 128 13 I 

le'~ 2 4 842 99 99 2 

I07 2 5 1004. 02 86 I 

82 2 4 6oo so 30 I 

73 2 3 8oz 4 I 

II 2 s soo s 3 I 

- - -- - - -
888 58 I1 9 128439 3o77 1257 5,1 

The numbers of whites, blacks, and Indians in New Shoreham, Smith· 
field, Warren, and Richmond, are only efiimates, and not an aCl:ual 
cenfus. 

The fifty-one companies of foot militia are formed int-o four regi· 
ments~ each belonging to one of the four counties. There are alfo 

~ one 
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one troop of horfe in the county of Newport, and another troop in the 
county of Providence ; but none in King's County, and Btiftol. 

In this colony are no townfbip 01: pariih rates for the fupport of eccle­
fiafiics of any denomination; but the church of England miffionaries, 
miniflers, and fchoolmafiers, have falaries from England by " The So­
ciety for propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts ;" and the congrega­
tionalift minifier in W efierley, as a miffionary among the Narraganfet 
Indians, h as an exhibition from an incorporated fociety in Scotland, 
called " a Society for propagating Chrifiian Knowledge." !he re­
verend Mr. Cotton Mather afferts, that in I 695 " Rhode H1and colony 
was a colluvies of Antinomians, Familifis, Anabaptifis, Antifabbatarians, 
Arminians, Socinians, ~akers, Ranters, and every thing but Roman 
Catholics, and true Chrifiians ; bona terra, mala gens *. He £hou1d 
have added fome Brownifis, Independents, and Congregationalifts, but not 
formed into focieties. Afterward there was a meeting-houfe or two upon 
the ifiand, w hich gave hopes of a farther reformation T· 

It has been already obferved, in the account of ConneCticut colony, 
that D ou or Berkley, late Bilhop of Cloyne, refided fome time at New­
port in Rhode H1and, where he purchafed an efiate, and gave it as an 
endowment to the college of ConneCticut ; as alfo that, in his '' Ser­
mon preached before the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Gofpel in Foreign Parts, at their anniverfary meeting in the parifb 
church of St. Mary-le-Bow, on the 18th of February 1731," his lord­
fhip recommended th e fervice of the miffionaries in general thoughout 
all the Colonies of New England : and his lordfhip, in the fame fermon, 
took particular nmice of the low fiate of religion in Rhode Hland dur­
ing his r efidence there, in the following terms : 

" That having confidered the duty in general, he came there to treat 
of it with reference to America, the peculiar province of that vene­
rable fociety; which he fuppofed well informed of the fl:ate and p rogrefs of 
religion in that part of the world, by their correfpondences wi th the 
clergy upon their millions. It might neverthelefs be expetled, that one 
who had been engaged in a defign upon that very vi~ w, w h o had been 
u pon the place, and refided a confiderable t ime in on_ of thofe colonies, 
fhould have obferved fomewhat worth reporting. It was to be hoped, 
therefore, that one part of his aud ience would pardon, vvhat the other 
might perhaps expeCt, while he detained them wi th the narrative of a 
few things he had obferved, and fuch r efiexions as thereupon fuggefied 

* See Magnalia) book vii. chap. 3· p. 20. t Neale I. 195 · 
L 1 2 themfdv(g 
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themfelves; fame part of which might poffihly be found to extend t(} 

other colonies. 

" That Rhode Ifland, vv ith a portion of the adjacent country under 
the fa me government, was inh abited by an f nglifh colony, confifling 
chiefly of fecraries of m any denomination8, who feemed to have worn 
off par t of tha~ prejudice, which they inherited from their ancefiors, 
againft the national church of England ; though it mufi be acknowledged, 
at the fame time, that too many of them had worn off a feri ous fenfe 
of all relig irJ n . Several, indeed, of the better fort, were accufiomed to 

affemble themfelves regularly on the Lord's D ay for the performance of 
divine worfhip; but mofi of thofe who were difperfed throughout that co­
lony feemed to rival fome w ell-bred people of other countries, in a thorough 
indifference for all that was facred, being equally carelefs of outward 
worfhip, and nf inward principles, whether of faith or practice. Of the 
bulk of them it might certainl) be faid, that they lived without the fa­
craments, not being fo much as baptized ; and as for their morals, he­
apprehended there was nothing to be found in them that fhould tempt 
others to make an experiment of their principles, either in religion or 
government. 

" That a church which contained the fundamentals, and nothing fub­
verfive of thofe fundamentals, was not to be fet at naught by any parti­
cular member; becaufe, it might not, in every point, correfpond with 
his ideas, though he was fure of being in the right. Probably there 
never was, or would be, an efiabli£hed church in this world, without 
vifible marks of humanity upon it. That the Chrifiian Religion was cal­
culated for the bulk of mankind, and therefore could not reafonably be 
fuppofea to confifi in fubtile and nice notions. From the time that divi­
nity was confidered as a fcience, and human reafon inthroned on the 
fancruary of God, the hearts of its profeffors feem to have been lefs 
under the influence of grace; and from that time, had grown many 
unchrifiian diffentions and controverfi.es of men, knowing nothing, 
but doating about queitions, and firifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
flrife, railings, evil furmifes, perYerfe difputings of men of corrupt minds. 
and defiitute of truth*." After a noble exhortation, his lordiliip con­
cludes in the following words : ''Certainly, if a jufi and rational, age­
nuine and fincere, a wann and vigorous piety, animated the mother 
country, the influence thereof would foon reach our foreign Plantations, 
and ex tend throughout their borders : then we £hould foon fee religion 
ihine forth with new luitre and force, to the converfion of Infidels, both 

at home and abroad t." 
*. T. . 

1. lJD, VI. 45• t Cloyne, p. 234• 
SECTION 



/ 

R I-1 0 D E I S L A N D. 

S E C T I 0 N II. 

Boundaries of tbe province; its trade and navigation ; paper curtencies; 
religion: general objervations; and mifcellaneous matters. 

IT has been already obferved, that as foon as what they cal1ed a fec-
tary fprang up in the l\lla!fachuf~ts Colony, it was tranfplanted to 

Rhode Ifland, where both civil and religious liberty were allowed in their 
utmofi extent . :Vhen Mr. \Villiams was baniJbed the ju riCd iB:ion of' 
the Maffachufets, he removed to the fouthward, to look out fo r a new 
fettlement among the Indians, and fixed upon a place call ed by them. 
l\1oihawflck, but by him Providence. The fight of a fprin g which ran. 
from the hill into the river, induced him to fiop his canoe and land there. 
In 1643, he w nt to England. 

In the beginning of thefe fettlements, the country was not fufficientl y· 
inve:fligated, and fome fucceeding grants from the crown interfered with 
former grants. For infl:ance, Attleborough Gore was plainly included 
in Plymouth grant ; as alfo in the grant to Rhode Ifland : And fome of' 
the lands of Tiverton and Little Compton feem to be in both thefe grants. 
In equity, perhaps, the prior grant ihould have the preference; but this 
\.Yas not obferved in the late determination of Rhode Ifl and eafierl y 
bounds ; becaufe the validity of the Plymouth grant as to jurifdiB:ion was 
quefl:ioned. Rhode Hland colony pretended to the fettlements of Tiver­
ton, Li Lt}e Compton, Dart mouth, Rochefier, Sandwich, and Cape Cod 
to"Yniliips; becaufe Plymouth grant \Yas not faid to be bounded upon 
the ocean : but this claim was not brought before a late court of com­
miffioners appointed by patent from Great Britain, to fettle the eaftern· 
boundaries of Rhode Iiland colony. 

King Charles II. received complaints concerning the wrong defcription 
of places and grants, which could not be determined at a difiance, but 
by commiffioners to be fent exprefsly on the fpot. Accordin gly, in 1664, 
his Majefiy fent commiffioners, to fet tle the controverted boundaries of 
the colonies; any three or two of them to be a quorum. They fat as a 
court at Providence and Warwick, in the colony of Rhode Ifland, and 
fpent feveral months in the colony, examining into purchafes and titles. 
of lands from the Indians, and he.aring complaints.. . 

Ther 
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·They found the boundaries of Rhode Ifland colony, as delineated 
in its charter, as follows : " Bounded wefterly by the middle channel of 
Pawcatuck or Pakatuk River; and up the faid river northerly to the 
head thereof, and from thence in a firait line due north to Maffachufets 
fouth bounds: extending eafierly three Englifh miles to the eafi and 
and north-eafi of the mofi eafiern and north-eafiern parts of Narragan­
fet Bay, as it lies or extends itfelf from the ocean on the fouth, into 
the mouth of the river Seacunk, which runs toward* the town of 
Providence ; and from thence along the eafierly bank of that river up to 

/ Patucket falls, where was the mofi wefterly line of Plymouth colony; 
and thence due north to the fouth line of the Maffachufets. 

Three of thofe commiffioners gave the Attleborough Gore to Plymouth 
colony, wherepy Patucket River was to be the dividing line between the 
two colonies : but as this was never confirmed by the King in council, 
it had no effect. Ever fince the colony of Plymouth has been annexed 
to the province of Maffachufets Bay tho-fe difputes have been continued 
or revived from time to time : but if Maffachufets Bay had relinqui!hed 
Attleborough Gore, Rhode Hland would have given a general releafe in 
all other concerns ; which would have prevented the lofs of Brifiol, with 
fome part of Barrington, Swanzey, Little Compton, and Tiverton. 

The wefierly line dividing Rhode 111and from Connecticut was fettled 
by comtniffioners from both colonies, in I 728, as already mentioned; 
and the fouthern parts are bounded by the fea from \Vatch Point to Sea­
konnet Point. 

It was frequently very difficult, and almoft impoffible, to reconcile the 
letter of the boundaries of two old grants ; becaufe generally more was 
granted than had been furveyed, or perhaps more than had been dif­
covered; therefore the lines were ill expreiTed, in loofe general tenns, 
and frequently interfering; which could not be adjufied any better way 
than by amicable conventions, and agreements of the parties concerned; 
to be explained and confirmed by the King in council. 

Memorials were fent from Rhode Hland to his Majefiy King George 
IT. refpeCling the houndary line Vi'ith the Ma[achu£ets, whofe agents 
concu,rred in the applica-tion, and in confequence thereof a commiffion 
was obtained for the eldcH: counfellors of the neighbouring governments 
to meet and adjufl: their boundaries. They accordingly 1net at the town 

* It ihould have been, " which runs from." 
of 
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of Providence, in the fummer of r7 4 r, and found that the Iaft deter­
mined grant, for Plymouth colony itl 1629, fpecified in this manner: 
'' Between Conohaifet * River towards the north, and Narraganfet t River 
towards the fouth ; and between the ocean t towards the eafi, and a 
ftrait line extending direCtly into the main land from the month of the 
faid Narrag.anfet River to the utmoft bounds of the Packanoket or Sa­
wamfet country to the Nipmug country, which determination was then 
forgot; and from Conohaifet back into the main land wefl:ward, to the 
utmofi bounds of the Packanoket country.'' 

The Rhode Hland claim was '' Three miles eaft north-eaft of Affent 
Creek in Taunton River; thence due fouth to the ocean eaft of Seacon­
net point; from_ whence a wefterly courfe to Fox point, being the mouth. 
of the river that comes from Providence town ; thence along the eaft 
fide of Seaconnet River to Patucket falls, and thence due north to Maifa-· 
chufets fouth line." 

The grant of King Charles II. under his fign manual~ of Philip's 
coun-try, to the Plymouth colony, was in thefe words :. " We having­
taken into our royal confideration, how that, by your loyalty and good 
conduB: in that \Var, you have been the happy inftruments to enlarge out~ · 
dominions, and to bring that new territory of Mount Hope into a more 
immediate dependence upon UB ; We are therefore gracioufly pleafed to. 
give and grant, and do hereby give and grant unto you, the full and 
entire prope.rty of the faid territory or fcope of land, commonly called: 
Mount I-Iope, containing, by common efiimation, feven thoufand acres, 
for the fole and proper ufe and behoof of yourfelves and the reft of our­
faid . colony of New Plymouth: " To be holden of us, our heirs and, 
fuccefrors, as of our cafile of Windfor in the county of Berks ; yielding· 
and paying feven beaver fki:ns every year.'' This country of Mount 
Hope, with feveral towniliips and parts of townfhips, always reputed 
part of the colony of New Plymouth, was, in the year 174- I, by Com­
miffioners from New York and other adjacent provinces, determined: 
ro be within the bounds- of Rhode Hland charter ; and this determination, 
perhaps, for want of proper evidences, which might have been produced 
on the part of the M·affachufets, was afterward confirmed by his late· 
Majefiy in council. This is the remark made by Mr. Hutchinfon, lieu-· 
tenant-governor of the Maifachufets province, who alfo adds, That " in 
this and otner controverfies about boundaries, it has. been the misfor--

• Now called Bound Brook. t The mouth of Taunton gut or river, . at Seaconnet 
EOint. t. Or bay of Ma[arhufets, 

.... 6.r 
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tune of the l\1aifachufets to have been reprefented as too great and power­
ful a province ; and that his Majefiy's fmall province of New Hamp­
:fhire, as alfo the .ftnall colony of Rhode Hland, were oppreifed and borue 
down*." 

The fatl: was, that upon a hearing at Providence, in 1741, of the 
com'mittees or agents of both colonies before the commiffioners appointed 
by royal patent to fettle this line or boundary, neither the patent of 
Plymouth colony, or any copy of it, was produced ; therefore the re­
cital of thofe letters patent, in their deed to Bradford and his affociates, 
was not fufficient evidence againfi the royal charter granted to Rhode 
Ifland colony. This commiffion was not to meddle with property, but 
only with jurifdietion, which was afcertained to Rhode Ifland by royal 
charter, notwithftanding their charter being pofierior to the New Ply­
mouth grant; becaufe the council of Plyrnouth could only delegate pro­
perty, but not jurifdiClion. No evidence was produced, to make it ap­
pear, that what is called Taunton Great River in their private deeds, be­
tween the main land on the eafi and Rhode Ifland on the weft, was 
ever called Narraganfet River. The determination of the commiffioners 
was in favour of Rhode H1and colony ; but the l\1affachufets government 
appealed home againfi every part of the judgment as grievous and inju· 
rious: but the judginent was confirmed as final, in 1746, by the King in 

' council, and was to this effeCt : 

" From the fouth Jine of Ma:ffachufets Bay to Patucket fa11s; and 
thence down the eafierly fide of Seacunk River to the fouth-weft 
corner of Bullock's Neck ; from whence north-eafi three miles in a 
firait line, 'until it meets with the termination of this imaginary line; 
and from this to the bay near TowaHet Neck; fo that this line touch the 
north-eaft extremity of an imaginary line running north-eafi from Brif­
tol cove. On the eafi Gde of N arraganfet Bay, it begins at a P?int 
about four hundred and forty rods fouthward of the mouth of Fall R1ver 
in Tiverton ; and thence runs eaft three miles ; from whence it runs 
f~utherly parallel with the eafiernmofi parts of Narraganfet Bay, or Taun· 
ton Great River, to th_e fea.'' 

The fett1ing of this boundary cofi each government about four thou· 
fand pounds old tenor. The commiffioners had frmn eacp government 
fix !hillings fterling a day; with all charges in coming to, refiding at, 
and returning from the congrefs. By their determination, the late eo· 

. * Hutchinfon's hifiory of Maffachu[ets Bay, p. 345· 
lony 
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lony of Plymouth, or rather the prefent province of l\1a1Tachufets Bay, 
loft, in favour of P .. hode Hland, a triangular piece of land commonly 
called the Attleborough Gore, which fince has been c~:mftituted a town­
ihip called Cumberland, in honqur to his late Royal Highne(q, untie of 
his prefent Majefty; but this townihip is annexed to the county of 
Providence. Briftol is entirely adjudged to Rhode Hland, and retains its 
former name. Son1e part of Swanfey, being forty-feven families, and a 
great part of Barrington, are conftituted a townihip by the name of 
Warren, in honour of the late Sir Peter Warren, admiral of the navy, 
and knight of the Bath. The three mile ftri~s of Tiverton and Little 
Compton, on the eafi fide of the Bay or Taunton Great River, continue 
·by the name of diftricts of Rhode lflancl. 

The government of Rhode Ifland, in 1746, fent to the government of 
Maffachufets Bay, a copy of his Majefty's order in council, for fettling 
the boundary line between the two governme.nts; and by act of Aifem­
bly, the fecond of December the fame year, appointed commiffioners to 
run this late adjudged line with commiffioners from Maffachufets Bay : 
but as the Maffachufets affembly could not be informed of this matter in 
proper time, the line was run ex parte by the Rhode Hland colony. 

Rhode Ifland government aHo claimed an extent of jurifdiB:ion farther 
north than was then fettled, and took off from the jurifdittion of Maffa­
chufets Bay confiderable parcels of the townfhips of Wrentham, Belling­
ham, Mendon, Uxbridge, and Douglafs. 

The pr9vincial taxes and townfhip rates were lately thought fo op­
preffively great, that, I. Upon a difpute between the province of Mafla­
chufets Bay and colony of Connecticut, lately broached concerning fome 
town{hips of the province indented with the colony; the Maffachufets 
townfhips of Woodfiock, Somers, Enfield, and Suffield, in a voluntary 
manner, withdrew fr01n the jurifdid:ion of Maffachufets, and put them­
felves under that of Connecticut ; and by fo_rce, or menace, prevented 
the civil officers of Maffachufets from gathering of taxes, or exercifing 
any authority. 2. The Maffachufets townlhips adjoining to the northern 
line of the Rhode Hland colony, allowed the Rhode Hland men to run a 
line, without any oppofition; as they chafe to be rather under the jurif­
diction of Rhode Hland, where taxes were fmall, and no parochial rates. 

Commiffioners were appointed by the general-affemblies of both colonies 
to run their divifional line in I 7 49 refpeB:ively : but they did not meet, 
and the Rhode Hland commiffioners run the line ex parte. 

VoL. le M m Mr. 
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Mr. Randal, Mr. Lapham, and Mr. Steern, were appointed the Rhode 
Ifland commiffioners to run the line according to charter : they were af­
fified by Mr. Harris the provincial furveypr, and two chainmen: their 
report was made in February I 7 49-50, and was to this effect : '' That 
on the 30th of OClober I 7 49, no commiffioners from Maffachufets Ba; 
appearing , they proceeded : that they could find no flake or monument 
of \ Vood wa rd and Saffery; but from the place defcribed in their com~ 
miffion, they found a place where Charles River formed a large crefcent 
ioutherly; which place was known by the name of Poppolatick Pc}fid 
which they took to be the fouthern1ofi part of the faid river. That fro~ 
thence they meafured three miles on a plain in Wrentham, one quarter 
of a mile north-eafi:erly from the dwelling-houfe of Thomas Man, and 
about a quarter of a mile fouth-eafierly from the houfe of Robert Blake, 
where they marked a pine tree and ereCled a monument of fl:ones, and 
found the fame to be in latitude 42 degrees, eight minutes north, whicn 
they deemed the north-eafi bounds of the colony : that from the faid 
pine-tree, they proceeded to run the northern boundary line in a wefi 
courfe of eight and half degree variation, and in this courfe marked 
many trees, the faid line paffing over the fouthmofi part of Manchoag 
pond*, and terminated about thirty rods eafiward of a fi~all pond, called 
Graify Pond, at a black oak tree, which they 1narked with a monument 
of flones about it, as the north-wefiern bounds of the colony, being 
about twenty-two miles from the aforefaid pine-tree to the faid black 
oak." . 

The face of the country, as alfo its produce and manufaCl:ures, are 
little different from what has been already mentioned in Connet\:icut 
colony, and the general branches of the iron rnanufaClures, in the pro-­
vince of Maifachufets Bay. 

As to the trade and navigation of this colony, it is to be obferved, 
that their trade in time of war confifts much in privateering, as alfo in 
fmuggling of contraband and uncufiomed goods. They have been re­
markable for privateering againfi the French and Spaniards formerly; 
but of late they had not the fame fuccefs. They export for the Weft 
India lflands, horfes, live flock of feveral kinds, butter, cheefe, lumber, 
and rum of their own difiilling; but this trade has been upon the de· 
dine. They have not much trade with Europe; but they carry to Bof­
ton, fugar, mola£fes, and other produce of the Weft Indies; as likewife 
fome negroes from Guinea, and logwood from the Bay of Honduras: 
and from Bofion take their Englifh and Eafi India goods. 

* In the northern parts of Douglafs. 
Newpor~ 



R H 0 D E I S L A N D. 

Newport in Rhode lfland is their principal trading town, which lies in 
41 degrees and 35 minutes of north latitude: it is of eafy and ihort accefs, 
being near the fea; but for that reafon not fo well fituated for home con­
fumption. The town of Providence is about thirty miles farther up 
Narraganfet Bay inland, and therefore may become the chief place of 
trade. 

For the fafety and conveniency of failing into the harbour of New­
port, a light-houfe was ereCted in I 7 49, at a public colony charge, in 
beaver-tail. The diameter of this light-houfe at the bafe is 24 feet, and 
at the top I 3 feet. The height from the ground to the top of the cor­
nice is s8 feet, round which is a gallery, and within that ftands the lan-. 
thorn, which is about I I feet high, and 8 feet diameter. The ground 
the light-houfe fl:ands -upon is about 12 feet above the fm-face of the fea 
at high water ; and the follo\Ying are the bearings, by the cornpafs, of 
feveral remarkable places from the light-houfe. 

Point Judith, S. W. 
Block Hland, S. \V. 
vVhale Rock, W. 
Brenton's Reef, E. S. E. 
Seal Rock, E. S. E. 

\Vatch-houfe on Cafile-hill, E. N. E. 
Brenton's Point, E. N. E. 
·Fort on Goat Hland, E. N. E. 
Kettle Bottom Rock, N. E. 
Anchoring Place, N. E. by E. 

There is a fmall funken rock lies off due fouth, and at the diftance of 
about two hundred yards from the light-houfe. They have built a good 
fort upon Goat Ifland, in Newport harbour, which may in future times 
rival ancient Rhodes. 

As the public officers of this colony are annually eleB:ed by the ma­
jority of votes of the freemen at their townfhip meetings, it would be 
too tedious to infert the names of all thofe who have been elected fince 
the charter was obtained in r663. 

-
Formerly the parties in elections and public tranfaClions were upon 

feClary footings; but for fome years pafi the oppofite parties were, thofe 
who were againfi multiplying a fallacious paper-currency; and thofe who Currency. 

encouraged it for private ends : but, in I 7 so, the majority of the houfe 
of reprefentatives were of the paper-money fide, notwithfianding a 
growing depreciation. From the firft of April 1 7 so, to the firfl: of Sep-
tember 1 7 so, their paper-currency from par fuffered a difcount with the 
Maffachufets paper-currency above twenty per cent. that is, a Piece of 
Eight in Bolton fold for 45 s. old tenor, but it fold for 56 s. old tenor in 

IV1 m 2 Rhode 
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Rhode Hland: by felling, is meant, it is merchandize, and 'vould con .. 
tinue fuch until the paper-meney was generally annihilated, or arrived at 
par with filver by its fmall quantity. 

From the votes of the general-affemhly in this province, it appears 
that in February I 749-5 ~ , their public bills of credit current wer; 
525,033!. old tenor; of which the fuin of 135,335!. was upon funds 
of taxes, and the reft upon loans not to be finifhed until the year I?64. 
Thefe bills were thought fufficient to carry on the trade and bufinefs of 
the colony, even at their depreciated value; yet there was a defign of 
e.mitting the farther fum of 2oo,ooo !. old tenor upon loan. 

The genera1ity of the refponfible merchants of Rhode Hland have ai­
'vays declared againft multiplying of a depreciating currency; but in a 
memorial to the general-affembly, they obferved that the aB: of Maffa. 
eh u fets, in r 7 48, for drawing in their public bills of credit, was m a too 
violent and hafty manner. 

The colony of ·Rhode Hland, in I 7 51, emitted I oo,ooo l. currency, 
with a greater interefi, and to be cancelled after ten years ; which was 
a fiep toward reformation : though not fo good as that taken by Connec­
ticut colony, which, by their ac:t of affembly in 1749, allowed three 
years to cancel their bills gradually, fo as to prevent a fudden. confufion; 
and in their reimburfement money for the reduClion of Cape Breton in 
1745, they were to draw upon their receiving agent, to fave incidental 
chaPges, and tnefe biHs would readily purchafe filver for a currency. 

The perfonal efiates in New England have fuffered incredible damages 
by the depreciated denominations from the n1ultiplying of a nominal pa .. 
per currency. By ac:t of affembly, in the l\tlaHachufets, in 171 I, the ex­
change of the government bills, upon account of the pretended Canada 
expedition , was fixed at I 40 f. New England for 100 !. fterling; but, in 
I 7 4-8 , it was with Nlerchan.ts 1 ooo !. I rew England for roo I. fierling. 

It has been faid, that " all thefe paper-money making affemblies have 
been legiflatures of debtors, the reprefentati ves of people who, from 
incogitancy, idlenefs, and profufenefs, have been under a neceffity of 
nwrtgaging their lands, which are real permanent efiate; but the debt 
in paper-currency depreciates more and more by its multiplication. Thus 
their land efl:ate in nominal value increafes, and their debt in nominal 
value decreafes : the large quantity of paper credit is proportionably in 

7 favour 
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favour of the debtors, and to the d' fad vantage of the creditors, wlio are 
the indufirious frugal part of the colony. Such is the wicked myftery 
of this iniquitous paper-currency*." 

The for owing order, dated \Vhitehall the 2 rfi: of Augufi, r 740, was 
fent by the lords of the regency, to George Thomas, Efq. then governor. 
of Pennfylvania: · 

" lVIany inconveniences having arifen from the iifuing· paper-currency, . 
contrary to the true meaning of an ac:t of Q~een Anne; it is his majefiy's . 
'\viU and pleafure, and you are hereby required, not to pafs any bill, by 
which bill s of credit 1ay be iifued in lieu of money, without a claufe de~ ­
claring the fame not to take effec:t till approved by his Majeily." 

In an aB: of the 24th of King George II. for regulating paper money, - 1751• 
after reciting the a Cl of the 6th of ~een Anne, this provifo is inferted: · 

_'"' Provided, that nothing herein rnall refirain the Governor from iifuing · 
Paper Bills of Credit, upon fudden and extraordinary Emergencies of · 
Government; fo as care be taken to provide a Fund for calling in and 
difcharging them within as ihort and reafonable a Time as may be, . 
not exceeding five Years." 

When there was an immediate public emergency for raiflng money, the · 
borrowing of public bills, already emitted, from the poifeifors, would . 
not have increafed a paper-currency, but prevented depreciations. Some · 
gentlemen offered to lend thefe bills at a fmall interefi; and others fajd, 
they had better lend them without interef):, than that their perfonal efiates, 
from multiplied emiffions, fhould depreciate at a much greater . rate than , 
after the value of an accruing interefi. 

The legiflature of Rhode Hland however, in I 766, paifed an aa; ' 
" calling in and !inking all the money bills of that colony emitted in . 
March, April, and May, 1662 ·; and empowering George I-Iazard, Efq. 
with the general-treafurer, in lieu of the bills fo brought in, to iifue their , 
own notes, properly printed and decorated, to the owners of the bills . 
brought in, payable in feven years from the date of the refpeClive bills: 
And that the notes given in lieu of the faid bills ihould bear interefl: until 
limited for their return, at the rate of fix per cent. per ann. That a tax . 
ihould be levied for the difcharge of the faid bills, and that it fhould be · 

* Douglas I. p. 310. 

death 



. HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA. 

death to counterfeit them. The form was that of a common promiffory 
note, with interefi; none more than 1 oo l. nor lefs than 6s. 

As to the general article of religion, it may be obferved, that the 
plantations of Rhode Hland were originally fettled by people whimfical 
in religious matters, fuch as An tinomians, rigid Brownifls, and other 
feCtaries. Their firfi focieties were Anabaptifls, who to this day feem to 
have the majority in the colony, and difFer from the Prefbyterians and 
Independents only in admitting of adults to baptifm, and that not by 
fprinkling, but dipping or immerfion. Some have no particular place of 
tneeting or wodhip; and others differ in particular tenets, fuch as, it is 
unlawful to pray with or for any praCtical unbelievers, and that human 
learning is no way neceifary for a gofpel preacher. 

The congregational way firfi took place in I 698, but without any pub­
lic place of wodhip until 1720, when a church of that kind was fettled in 
Newport, and another church proceeded from them in I 7 28. There is 
a congregational fociety in Providence; one in South Kingfion; another 
in W efierly, and a few others in different parts; but none after the 
n1odel of the church of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, and the French 
Hugonots. 

There are many ~aker meetings all over the colony; as alfo a fmaii' 
congregation of Jews. 

The Church of England fociety for propagating the go{pel in foreign 
parts have four miffionary miniflers in this colony, at Newport, South 
Kingflon, Providence, and Btifiol: alfo occafional wodhip at Warwick 
and W efierly; two khoolmafiers with falaries, and a catechifl: or fchool­
mafier in Newport, by the donation of :rvlr. Keys, the late colleCtor of the 
cufioms there. 

As the ch1rter grants an univerfal liberty of confcience, civil officers are 
chofen indiffe rently out of every religious fociety; and fome time fince, 
Mr. Cranfion was continued governor many years, as an impartial good 
man, though he did not attend any public meeting, and would not a[~ 
ciate with any feet. 

The miffionaries from the Society in London for propagating the Gofpel, 
call all Diifenters the Separation; and Mr. Hobart, a Congregational 
writer, fays, th~t this Society and their miHionaries are Epifcopal Separa­
tifts ; but both fides are in the wrong. Doctor George, late dean of Lin-

9 coin, 
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coin, in his fermon before the Society for propagating the Gofpel fays, that 
" Circumfiances in worfhip, in their nature variable, are left to be de­
termined by the difcretion of thofe w hofe bufinefs it is to fee that all things 
be done decently and in order." 

An obfervation has been already made, that it was one great defign of 
the firfi planters in New England, particularly in the Maffachufets colony, 
to obtain for themielves and their pofierity, the liberty of worfhipping 
God in fuch manner as appeared to them to be mofi agreeable to the facred 
fcriptures. vVhile they remained in England, they continued in the com­
munion of the Church, except fuch as were excluded from it for non-con­
formity to fame of the ceremonies; for with fame of the ceremonial parts 
of wodhip they were all more or lefs diifa tisfied. The canons or laws of 
the church, and the rigid execution of them, they accounted a grievous 
hurthen; bur the form- of government in the church was not a general 
fubjeB: of complaint; and they were very careful to difiinguifh themfelves 
from the Brownifis and other feparatifis. Had they continued in ·Eng­
land, and the church been governed with the wifdom and moderation of 
the prefent day, they would have remained, to ufe their own expreffion, 
" in the bofom of that church-where they had received their hopes offal­
vation."-

The Separatifis ufed to boafr, that " if the old Puritans were fecure of' 
the magifirate's fword, and might go on with his good licence, they would 
ihake off the prelate's yoke, and draw no longer in fpiritual communion 
with all the profane of the land ; and' though they then preached and· 
wrote againfi. the Separatifts, ·yet if they were in a place where they 
might have· their liberty,. they would -do as they did ·*." ' 

The New England colonifis formed themfelves into difiinB: churches, 
one after another, foon after their arrival; but they feem to have no fetrled : 
fcheme or plan of church government, until Mr. Cotton came over in , 
1633 t, and efiablifhed the Congregational wodhip as the middle way' 
between Brownifm and Preibyterianifm. 

An odious fenfe had been affixed to the name of Independ~nts, which ' 
feems to have been the reafon why it was avoided, rather than any mate-­
rial difiinB:ion in the confiitution of the churches, which appears, or can·: 
be inferred, from either of thofe charaCleriftics -; but the platform agreed, 

*· Robinfon, Bradford •. t . Hubbard • . 
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upon and publiihed in 1648, although it did not own that dependence 
·\vhich ihould fubjeCl any one .church to any other, or even to the whole 
united together; yet it profeffed a relation which one church had to an-
other, and conneCted thern together by certain rules to be obferved as the 
terms or conditions upon which fuch connexion was to continue; and, 

·-·i~pon the irregular walk or -demeanor of any one church, they were no 
1onger to remain members of the fame body, and the other churches were 
·'flot to admit them to their fellowihip or communion. Although it was 
'the bufinefs of a fynod, or general council of all the churches, to debate 
and determine matters of religion, as alfo to give directions relating to 
the worihip of God and the good government of the church, " which 
were to be received with reverence and fubmiffion ;" yet the fynod was to 
exercife no church cenfures by way of difcipline, nor any act of church 
authority or jurifdic:tion, further than was done at the firfi council of the 
apofiles, elders, and whole church, as recorded in the 15th chapter of 
.ACls, which was declared to be a precedent. 

All this provifion may appear. but a weak band of fociety; but this con­
ll:itution of church governrnent was adapted to the conftitution of civil 
gove.rnment, both as popular as can well be conceived; and notwith­
fia nding an acknowledgment or declaration from both, of feparate and 
clifiinB: rights, yet each was aiding and affifting to the other. The elders 
or' minifters were not confidered as one of the eftates; yet no matters of 
importance, whether of a religious or civil nature, were determined 
without their advice, and a formal reference to thetn. But however de­
fective this confiitution may appear in theory, an inftance is feldom to be 
1net of fo fieady and general adherence to the principles upon which it 
was founded, and fo much harmony fubfifting, not only in particular 
,churches, but between one church and another, for many years. 

From a facred regard to the religion of the Chrifiian fabbath, a fcruple 
·.arofe of the lawfulnefs of calling the firft day of the week Sunday; and 
they always, upon any occafion, either in a ci-vil or religious relation to it, 
fiiled it either the Lord's Day or Sabbath. As the exception to the word 
Sunday was founded upon its fuperftitious idolatrous origin, the fame 
fcruple naturally followed with refpeB: to the names of all the other days 
of the week, and of moft of the months, which had the fame origin; ac­
.cordingly,. they changed Mo'nday, Tuefday, and the other days, into t~e 
fecond, .thn·d, &c. days of the week; and infiead of March and Apnl, 
ufed the firft and fecond months; infiead of the third Tuefday in May, 
rthe language -was, · the third third day of the third month, and fo of the 
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refi ~~ . All their records and other writings were dated in the common 
forms which they brought with them from England, until the year 1636, 
when Mr. Vane was governor of the Maifachufet~; but after that time, 
the alteration feems to have been firiB:ly obferved, for many years together, 
in all public writings and private tranfaB:ions. During the interregnum, 
it obtained tnuch in Old England; but the fcruple there went off at 

c once upon the Refioration: it abated in New England, and continues 
fcarce any where at this day, except among the people called ~akers; 
and perhaps, the great diflike to fome other peculiarities of that people 

c caufed the decline of this cuHozn in the New ~ngland colonies. 

That every thing approaching to an acknowledgment oT the authority 
, of the pope, and his power of canonization, might be avoided, they never 

ufed the addition of Saint when they fpoke of the apofiles and the ancient 
fathers of the Chrifiian church. Even the ufual names of places were 
made to conform: thus the Jfland of St. Chrifl:ophers was always wrote 
Chrifiophers; and, by the fame rule, all other places to which the term 
of Saint had been prefixed: but if any exception was made, it was 
anfwered, that the patriarchs had as good right to this appellation as the 
apofHes. 

Attempts vvere made to introduce fingularities in fome of the churches, 
particularly Mr. Davenport of New Haven required all his congregation 
to fiand up whilfi the text vvas naming; the principal reafon given for it 
being, that it deferved peculiar honour, as it was the word of God. l\1~. 
\Villiams of Salem likewife required all the women of his congregation to 
wear veils; but neither of thefe cuftoms fpread, or were of any long con­
tinuance. 

The fafis and fefiivals of the Church of Eng1and were generally laid 
•• afide, and days of fafiing and thankfgiving frequently appointed as occa­

fion required, which cufiom has continued to the prefent time. 

In former times, before hired miffionaries from incorporated' focieties 
took place, the volunteer provincial miffionaries, fuch as Mr. Elliot and 
Nlr. Mayhew, who were of exemplary good life, and fpared no fatigue, 
w ere of great fervice in ciYilizing the intermixed Indi ans; though their 
faith was not :fhong enough to carry them-among the adj acent tribes in the 
wildernefs . The fociety miffionaries have been cenfured for negleuing 

* As in the let ter from the church of Salem to the church of Dorcbeflcr the dt July r639; 
" Salem, Ifi sth m 0

• 39·" But this was a fcruple of the Brownifl:s. 

VoL. I. Nn this 
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this duty, which was originally thought fo effential for the intereft and 
fecurity of the ·colonies. The Albany Church of England miffionary fame­
times vifi ts the adjacent tribe of lVIohawk Indians of the Iroquois nation. 
but the Congr<."gationalifi miffionaries from the New England fociety i~ 
London, upon the frontiers of Gorges, Richmond, and Fort Dummer 
act only as chaplains to thefe fmall garrifons. , 

The prafrice of the late miffionaries was to obtain a miffion to the moll 
civilized and opulent towns, where were no Indians, no want of an ortho­
dox minifiry, and no Roman Catholics; the three principal intentions 
of their miffion: therefore, it was faid, they feemed to value themfelves 
upon th~ diverfion of the Prefbyterians and Congregationalifis. "All men 
l1ave a laudable veneration for the religion of their ancefiors, and the pre­
judices of education are difficult to overcome; why then lhould a perforr 
who follows the orthodox allowed or tolerated way of his forefathers, be 
over-perfuaded to relinquifh it, confidering that, by an interceding waver­
ing, the man may be overfet, and fink into infidelity ? The miffionaries 
feem to value themfelves more upon this, than the converfion of a heathen 
to our civil national interefi, and to Chrifiianity, or the reformation of a 
Roman Catholic, as is much wanted in Maryland; or preferving the Bri:. 
tiili extract from running into infidelity, as in North Carolina." In the 
charter, the propagation of the Church of England is not mentioned; the 
expreffions are general; as " an orthodox clergy, propagation of the 
Chrifiian Religion or Gofpel in foreign parts., Therefore the rniilionaries 
ought to be men of moderation, that is, of general charity and benevo­
lence; confidering alfo that many dilfenters have contributed to this cha:­
rity, and are worthy ' members of the fociety." 

To clafs the various feB:aries in religious affairs is an intricate tafk; for, 
in the year 1637, the New England fynod condemned eighty-two errOi.s; 
but the religious opinions which have appeared in the Britiih Colontes 
may be c1affed under three general heads: I. The merely fpeculative: 
Q. The antiquated or obfolete: 3· The profeffions or feCl:aries which at 
prefent fubfifi, and are likely to remain. 

I. Speculative private opinions are of little confequence in a fiate, u~til 
the opinionifis fonn themfelves into large bodies and feparate focieties. 
I. The Antinomians afferted, that the laws of l\1ofes are vacated, as 
being only temporal and local; therefore not obligatory 'vith Chriftian 
nations : that good works do not forward, nor bad works retard falvation. 
2. The Familifis, who were of the Anabaptifi tribe in Germany, agreed 
with the Antin01nians in many articles; but were fufpeCled to be more 
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inclined to carnal than fpirituallove; they perfuaded themfelves, that they 
were the only elect of God, and might deceive all men who were not of 
their community, magifirates not excepted, even with an oath. 

II. ·r. The Muggletonians are extinct. Q. The Gortonians of \Va -
wick in Rhode liland were of fhort duration. 3· The rigid Brownifl:s 
are relaxed into Independents and Congregationalifts. 4· The Independ­
ents in all the colonies have fuffered fome reformation, and are now 
called Congregationalifts. 5. Puritans were for entire reformation and 
abfol ute purity; but that appellation is now obfolete. 6 . Seekers wai ted 
for new apofiles to refio re Chriftianity; but thefe have quite difappeared. 
7· Remonfirants and Contra-remonfirants, or Predeftinarians and Free­
will men; there are fome of thefe remaining among all the fectaries. 

III. The Church of England is the efiablifhed church although only 
nominal, in all the Britifh Colonies . There is no eftablifhed church go­
vernment; but, by the articles of unio n in 1707, that of the Church of 
England is eftablifhed in perpetui ty; yet the Colonifis have not felt any 
epifcopal power from the iee of London, the office of whofe commiffaries 
is only nominal. 

The Papifl:s are inconfiderable, except in Pennfylvania and Maryland, 
where they are tolerated. 

I. Lut~erans are only to be found in New York and Pennfylvania. 
They differ from the Papifts principally in communion of both kinds, 
bread and wine; divine worihip in the vulgar tongue; and indulging 
priefis with matrimony. 

I 

Q, Prefbyterians, Church of England, and Congregationalifts are the 
fame in all effential articles of Chriftian doctrine, and their laity are all of 
the fame faith; the difiinction being only with regard to their different 
clergy in forms of church government, difcipline, modes of public wor­
ihip, and vefiments. The Preibyterians in the Britiili Colonies are ~f two 
forts: the firft are thofe who follow the manner· of the Church of Scot­
land, where they ufe no liturgy, but are modelled accordi ng to a direc:tory 
firfi agreed upon by an aifembly of divi nes at W eftmin fter in the time of 
the civil war, and appointed by the general a£rembly of the Kirk of Scot­
land in I 64 7· The fecond are properly called Calvinifl:s, as they follow 
the confeffio~ of H eidelberg, like feveral churches in Germany, the 
Church of Geneva, the Church of Holland, and the Hugonots of France; 
they ufe not only a liturgy or common prayer, but alfo an efiablifhed form 
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of pfalmody.-All diffenters from the Church of England, and fouth of 
New England, except Anabaptifls, <2.!:!akers, and Morayians, are called 
Pre:fbytcrians; thus the diffenting congregation in the city of :New York 
though under a Congregational minifter frmn Bofton, is called Prefbyterian' 
A Calvinift French church fubfified many years in Bofton, but was late!; 
dropt, there being no French new-comers, and the children of the former 
generation underfiand Engliih better than French: but there are feveral 
Calvinifi churches in the provinces of New York and Pennfylvania. 

3· Congregationalifis, who may be called Independents reformed. This 
is the r~1igious mode of New England,. where the Preibyterians are only 
fpcculat1ve, becaufe by the aB: of umon they can have no ecclefiafiic 
claffical jnri!Clifrion in the Colonies, and therefore are only congregational, 
but lefs rigid in admiffion of church members, and in church difcipline. 
In the fecond feffion of a fynod appointed by the civillegiflature at Bofion, 
in May 1 68o, a platform or confeffion of faith was agreed U!JOn, much 
the fame with that of the Independents in England, of OC1:ober r6j8, 
called " The Savoy Confeffion of Faith;" but the name of Independent is 
now quite extinfr in the Britifh Colonies; and the Independents fiill 
exifting in England now differ very little from the Preiliyterians there. 

-

The general method of the Nevv England Congregationalifls is as fol-
lows : When a gofpel minifter is wanted, the devout elderly men of the 
precinfr invite feveral preachers to officiate, who are called candidates. 
Then the men who are church members or communicants, even the poorefl: 
upon the public charity, and negroes, vote for one of thefe candidates at 
an appointed tneeting; and by a majority give him a formal call. After­
ward there is a general meeting of the congregation-men, who pay 
minifterial rates, and are qualified as town voters, to approve or difapprove 
of the choice: if any difficulty happens, a council of delegates from the 
neighbouring churches is called for advice only, not abfolute authority; 
and this council, when they attend the ordination, are called " The 
Ordination Council." Upon any occafional difference in a church, a like 
council of advice is called, which iifues in a vote of the Church commu· 
nicants, or general congregation, but it is .not obligatory. 

The Congrcgationa1ifis of Connefricut are regulated by a platform or 
confeffion of their own, prefented to the general aifembly by the minifters 
and other delegates, on the 9th of September 1707 ; in confequence of 
which, it was ordained, that all churches conforming thereto, fhould be 
deemed eftablifhed by law. It fcarcely differed from thatofMafrachufetsBay, 
therefore liberty of confcience was allowed. Some Congregational churches 

however 



R H 0 D E I S L A N D. 

however have varied in a few matters of no confequence; as Mr. Col­
man in r6gg ;;.~, and Mr. Cutler tin 1722. 

4· Anabaptifrs, a particular fort of devotees, firfl appeared about the 
time of the Reformation in Germany. Their great conflituent doCtrine 
was, an entire difallowing of Infant-baptifm; and, in the baptifm of adults, 
they confiantly made ufe of dipping; from whence is the denomination 
of Anabapti!ts, as Baptifis by or with immerfion; but they call them­
felves fimply Baptifis. At firft they were moderate and orderly; but they 
foon ran into many wild and pernicious doCtrines, fuch as maintaining 
that Chrifi was not the fon of Mary, nor the true God; th at we are 
righteous by our own merits and fufferings ; that there is no orig inal fin; 
and that infants are not to be baptized: they likewife rejected all commu­
nion with other churches, magiftracy, and oaths; maintained a commu­
nity of goods, and polygamy; that a man might divorce his wife if of 
another opinion; that the godly fhould enjoy a monarchy here upon 
earth; that men have free will in fpiritual things; and that any man may 
preach or adminifier the facraments. Some fcrupled the lawfulnefs ·of 
paying tithes, and others obferved the Jewi!h fabbath. Thefe monftrous 
opinions led them into mad practices; but thole who are now called Ana­
baptifis in England, differ from other Protefl:ants in little more than the 
not baptizing children; as appears by a confeffion of faith, publiihed by 
the reprefentatives of above one hundred of their congregations, in 168g. 

- ~ 

The Anabaptifts at their firfl: appearance in New England were enthu-
fia:ftica11y troublefome, and chofe among themfelves the meaneft of the 
people for their -miniflers. Their firft feparation to form a peculiar church 
was at Rehoboth in 16 5 I ; but they were much perfecuted all over New 
England: however, from their church in Swanzey proceeded a church 
in Bofion, in I 66 5, which to this day continues a very peaceable Chrifiian 
fociety. 

As this was formerly a wild feCl:ary, it run into many fubdivifions, and 
at prefent there are many different forts of Anabaptifis in the Colonies, 
particularly in Pennfylvania; the principal of which are as follow: I. The 
Englir.n, who are a fober and good people in general; and the Germans 

* His feparation was only in trifles; fuch as ufing the Lord's Prayer, reading ofle!fons in 
the Bible, the hatband and rofe of the Church of England clergy, with a freer admiffion to 
the facraments. 

t He was prefident of Yale College in Connecticut, and with fome of his former pupils, 
made a feceffion from the Congregational mode. They went to England, where they ob­
tained epifcopal ordination, and the benefit of miffionaries. 

remarkably 
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rcmar kably fo.-z. Firft-day Baptifis, whofe \Yeekly holiday is the Sun­
day, as in ufc with all other Chrifiians. Seventh-day Baptifis, or Sab­
batarians, who affirmed, that the ]ew1fh Sabbath was never abrogated, 
nor any other appointed or inflituted, and confequently that it ought to 
be as rcli giet;O. y obferved by the Chrifiians as the Jews. Thofe who fol­
low Judaifm obferve the feventh day, 1n commemoration of the creation, 
and their redemption from the bondage of the Egyptians; but the 
Chrifiians obferve the fir£1: day of the V\eek in commemoration of the 
refurreClion of ( hrifi and the univerfal redemption of mankind. The 
Firft-day Baptifis are fubdivided into thofe who ufe finging in their public 
\vodhip, and thofe who rejeB: it; the latter alleging, that there muft be 
hypocrify in promifcuous finging in public worfhip, as .it cannot be 
imagined that every one of the congregation is in the humour of finging 
at the fame time. There is a congregation of the Seventh-day Baptifl11 at 
Newport and Wefierly in Rhode H1and colony, as alfo feveral congrega· 
tions in Pennfylvania of the fame kind. 

5· Q12akers had their firfi appearance in New England in 1654, and 
they were feverely perfecuted there; but as they are not under the con­
£nement of creeds and other religious refiriaions, they cannot eafily break 
into fectary fubdivifions. Thcry ufe neither Baptifm nor the Lord's Supper; 
they hold all [wearing and paying of tithes unlawful; but they fubmit to 
the various forms of civil• government. All who have the gift of light 
within them, men or women, are fufficiently ordained to preach the Gofpel, 

· without any commiffion from a church, or affifiance from human learning: 
unjufily they are faid not to regard the Scriptures; and their affirmation, 
infiead of an oath, is equally binding, and accepted even to capital matters 
id the Colonies. They ufe the fame fubterfuge with other illiterate teach .. 
ers and exhorters ; as, " Not many wife after the fle.!h, not many mighty, 
not ·many noble are called; but God bath chofen the fooli.!h things of the 
world to confound the wife." Their filent waiting upon the Lord in their 
public places of devotion has been cenfured ; but it is retorted, they have 
a divine teacher in their own heart. Their tenets feem to be in general 
.Arminian, which may be proved in many infl:ances. They believe a refur· 
reB:ion of the juft and unjufi, and that God will give a reward to every 
man according to his works; but as to the nature and manner of the 
refurreB:ion they are filent ; for they only fay, it is not fafe to be too 
inquifiti ve how the dead fhall be raifed, and with what bodies; alleging, 
that " there is a natural body, and there is a fpiritual body; that fleih 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither cloth corruption 
inherit incorruption*." 

* I Corinth. xv. 
6. Moravians, 
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6. Moravians, who call themfelves Unitas Fratrum, or United Bre­
thren, as the ~akers with good propriety call themfelves Friends_; .but 
in an aCt of the Britifh par.liament in I 7 4-9, they are called an ancient 
epifcopal Protefiant Church, in favour of their affirmation infiead of an 
oath. 

In New England, the Congregationali:fls at fidl: aCted with too much 
feverity; which occafioned fome inhabitants at Bofion, in J6 -g, to peti­
tion King Charles II. for a Church of England, modefily ca11ed the King's 
chapel, fignifying not an efiablifhed, but tolerated or privileged place of' 
woril1ip. And indeed the opinion that the Church of England was efia­
blifhed in America by the aCt of union is generally controverted and de­
nied in that country. 

As to general things in this province, there are great variety of iron,­
:rock ores,. bu.t unprofitable; fome <::op2er ore, and fiate .. 

CH. A P. 
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C H A P. V. 

An Account of the Province of NEW HA1\1PSHIRE, in 
NEW ENGLAND. 

SECTION I. 

Boundaries; original lands, and grants. Mr. Mafon's claim; and Mr. 
Alien's Purchafe. Legijlature, and courts of judicature. 

THIS is a fmall province, bounded by Nova Scotia on the north; by 
the Atlantic ocean on the eafi, by the Province of the Maffachufets 

Bay on the fouth, and by New York on the wefi. 

· Originally the extent of this province from three miles north of Mer· 
· rimack River to Pifcataqua River, was twenty miles fea line, and fixty 
tniles inland. It was under the affumed jurifdiction of the Maifachufets 
many years ; but it is now governed by a governor, council, and houfe 
of reprefentatives; the governor and council appointed by the King. 

The jurifditl:ion of this pJ·ovince is indifputably in the crown; and, 
by the determination of the King in council in I 7 39, the fea line con­
tinues the fame ; but wefiward, heading the province of Maffachufets Bay, 
it extends from Newichawanack River about one hundred and fifteen miles 
to New York bounds ; northward toward Canada it is indefinite, or ra­
ther not determined. 

The original lands were granted to Captain John Mafon of London, 
by letters patent from the council efl:abliihed at Plymouth, dated the gth 
of March I 621 ; and confirmed to hitn by charter from King Charles 1. 
dated the rgth of Augufl: 1635; but there \vas no perfon vYho had any 
pretence to the power of government, as Mr. 1\tlafon had only a grant 
of the foil from the council of Plymouth. 

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, in I 669, received a royal charter, granting the 
fame privileges, royalties, and franchifes as are of right or ought to be 
enjoyed by the Bifhop of Durham, in the county palatine of Durham; 
with power to confiitute a deputy-governor, chance1lor, treafurer, mat· 
:!hal , and other off-icers. Dy repeatedly nominating fuch oHicers, ~nd 
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attempting to efiab ifh a form of go'i:ernment confifting of different perfons 
from thofe appointed by the 11J.ilachufets; there were always two dif­
ferent parties and interefts kept alive; but New I-Iampfhire had been fo 
long united to the Maifachufets, that the p~ople of both colGnies were of 
one heart and mind in civil and religious affairs. 

The council of Plymouth, on the 9th of March I 62 I, granted to 
John Mafon, of London, Efq. their fecretary, his heirs and affigns, a tract 
of land from Neumkeag to Merrimack H.iver: and, in 1629, they granted 
him a tract of land, between Merrimack River and Pifcataqua River, 
fixty miles up each river, and thefe to be bounded by a line acrofs from 
river to river. Both thefe grants were joined in a new grant, dated the 
2Qd of April r63s, from the council of Plymouth to Mr. Mafon; that 
is, fixty miles up Neumkeag River, and from the entrance thereof round 
by the fea-fhore to the middle entrance of Pifcataqua River, up that 
river, and Newichawennock River to the head thereof, and thence north­
ward until fixty miles be accomplifhed ; and acrofs, from the termination 
of each of thefe fixty miles, to be called New Hampfhire. 

Mr. Mafon, in 1634, fent over about feventy fervants, with fiores and 
provifions to carry on this fettlement of New Hampfhire, \vhere his 
efiate amounted to about 2o,ooo l. fierling, in I 6 ss, when he died, hav­
ing by will bequeathed New Hampfhire to his grandfon John Tufton and 
his heirs, who were to aliume the name of Mafon. John died before 
he was of age, and the efiate came to his brother Robert Tufton Mafon, 
who was not of age until r 6 so ; but during his minority the fervants 
in New Hampfhire embezzled every thing, and as the civil wars pre­
vented any legal relief, the Maffachufets people, at the defire of the in­
habitants of New Hampfhire, took all thofe lands into their own difpofal 
and jurifdidion i~ r6s2. 

In 166 I, Robert Tufton Mafon, petitioned King Charles II. to be re­
lieved as to his property of thofe lands ; and Sir Geoffry Palmer, then 
attorney-general, reported that thefe lands were the undoubted right of 
the petitioner, as grandfon and heir of John l\1afon. However, as the 
inhabitants of New Hampfhire, and province of Main, were incapable of 
protecting themfelves againfi the incurfions of the Canada French and 
their Indians, the Colonifis fiill continued under the proteClion of the 
Maffachufets Bay, whofe affembly aJfumed the property of the vacant 
lands, and jurifdidion of the protected country : and, in I 677, the ~o­
lony of Maffachufets Bay purchafed the property of the province of Maine 
from the heirs or affigns of Sir Ferdinando Gorge; the property and ju-
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rifdittien of which ':ere confirmed to the province of Maffachufets Bay 
by their new charter In 1691. 

Mr. M afon renewed his petition in I 67 S to the King, who referred it 
to the attorney and folici tor-general : they reported his title good, and 
the King fent a mandatory letter, dated the Ioth of March 1676, to the 
Maffachufets Bay colony, in favour of the petitioner, and the agents for 
the M affachufets difclaimed thofe lands b~fore the court of King's Bench. 

T he Lords of the Committee for Trade and Plantations, with the Lords 
chief Jufi ices Rainsford and North, reported to the King in council, that 
the Maffachufets. Bay colon~, by their. reprefentatives, difclaimed any 
title to the lands In controveriy ; and this report was confirmed by the 
King in council on the 20th of July 1677· 

The affembly of Maffachnfets Bay paffed an aB: in I 679, vacating all 
fuch grants as they had 1nade of lands beyond the three miles north of 
Merrimack River. 

The fame year, the proprietors and inhabitants of New Hamplhire 
defired of the crown to take them under its inunediate protection; ac­
cordingly the K-ing, on the 18th of September 1679, commiffioned a pre· 
fident, with ten counfellors, for the government of the colony, with 
power to choofe three others to conftitute the firft council ; and the pre­
iident with five other counfellors to be a board. The lands granted there 
by the Ma{rachufets colony were direCl:ed to pay IV1r. Mafon's heirs fix­
pence in the pound quit-rents, as incomes were then valued by way of 
compofition: Mr. Robert l\1afon was authorized to make out titles to the 
prefent poffeffors at fix-pence in_ the pound value of all rents of real 
eftatcs, as quit-rents; and the unoccupied lands were to remain to him­
felf. A court of record was alfo conftituted, to try and determine all 
caufes; referving an appeal home when the value was 50!. flerling and 
upward. 

Before this time there had been no power of government granted for 
the territory of New Hamp.lhire; for it fhould be obferved, that the old 
townihips of Portfmouth, Hampton, and Dover, were grants of the Maf~ 
fachufets Bay affembly. 

King Charles II. on the 9th of May 1682, appointed Edward Cran· 
field, Efq. lieutenant-governor ; and his Majefty in council farther inhi· 

5 bited 
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bited the MaiTachufets Bay government from any jurifdietion in Mr. 
Mafon's property. 

When the crown was endeavouring to reaiTume all charters and patents, 
the people of New Hampihire made another formal furrender of jurif­
diB:ion to the crown, and Mr. Cranfield was appointed governor in 1684; 
but he foon went to Barbadoes, and lieutenant-governor U.fher had the 
adminifrration. 

The crown recommended the cafe of l\1r. Mafon the patentee, who 
came over to New Hampfhire, and brought writs of ejeB:ment againfi: 
Mr. Waldron, and about thirty others of the principal inhabitants, againft 
whom he recovered judgment; but was oppofed in the execution. Mr. 
Mafon alfo brought an ejeB:ment againft William Vaughan, Efq. and re­
covered judgment: but Mr. Vaughan appealed to the King in council, 
who difmiffed the appeal, and confirmed the former judgment with cofrs 
againft the appellant. 

Mr. Mafon defpaired of any accommodation with the people, who 
threatened his life;- upon which he returned to England, where he foon 
after died, leaving two fons John and Robert Tufton Mafon, who, on the 
Q7th -of April I 6g 1, conveyed all their right to lands in New England 
to Samuel Allen, Efq. of London. 

Colonel Samuel Alien, on the firft of March 1692, was appointed go­
vernor of New Hampfhire, anrl his commiffion was from three miles 
north of Merrimack River to Pifcataqua River, and the other ree-ited 
bounds. ln 1700, Colonel Alien came over to New Hampihire to pro­
fecute his claim, and found there were twenty-four leaves torn out of 
the records, which contained the former judgments of ejeCl:ment obtained 
by Mr. Mafon. 

Mr. Alien entered new writs of ejeetment againfl: Mr. Waldron and 
others ; but the juries brought in their verdicts for the defendants with 
cofl:s: the King in council difmjffed his appeal without cofrs, becaufe he 
had not brought proof of Mr. Mafon's poifeffion; but he was allowed to 
begin de novo. 

Colonel Alien petitioned ~een Anne to be put in poifeffion of the 
wafie lands, and the petition was referred to the board of trade and plan­
tations :. their lordfh.ips advifed with Sir Edward Northey, then attor­
ney-general, who reported, that " Her lVlajefiy might fafely put him in 

0 o 2 poffeffion 
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poifeffion of. the u~impr?ved ~and ; ~ut wher~, the inhabitants had pof­
fdiion he might bnng his wnts of ejectment. 

Mr. Dudley was then governor of the Maifachufets, and alfo of New 
1-Iampfhire, by two difiinct commiffions; and an order was fen~ to him to 
put Colonel Alien in poifeffion of the wafie lands ; but.for land Improved, 
he was to bring writs of ejectment; and when the tnals came on, Go­
vernor Dudley was dcfircd to go into court and demand a fpecial verdict 
Accordingly, upon a trial of ejectment againfi: Waldron, G:.vernor Dud­
lcy had notice to attend, which he neglected, and the defendants ob­
tained cofis of fuit. Colonel Alien appealed to the crown, but died be­
fore the appeal was profecuted, leaving one fon and four daughters. His 
fon Thomas fucceeded him in thefe claims, and was cafi in his writs of 
ejeB:ment with cofis. A fpecial verdict had been refufed; but he made 
an appeal, and died before it could be heard, leaving two fons and one· 
daughter, all infants. 

To cut off the claim of l\1r. Alien's heirs to wafie lands, the govern­
ment of the province made a grant thereof, by the name of Kingfwood, 
to about f1xty of their principal inhabitants, that there might remain no 
wail:~ lands in Mr. Mafon's grant. 

·There were alfo fome very large private claims from Indian grants-, 
where both the colonies of Maifachufets Bay and New Hampiliire were 
fuppofed to be concerned in property as well as in jurifdiClion. In 1629, 
the chiefs of the Indians in Merrimack River fold to John \Vheelwright 
and others of the Mafflchufets Bay colony, all that Ia.nd beginning " at 
the end of twenty miles north-weft from Patucket falls, and thence run­
ning a north-eafi line to interfeB: Merrimack and Pifcataqua Rivers, and 
thefe two rivers to be the bounds of it, from that line to the fea. "This, 
together with other lands, included all the late proYince of New Hamp­
ihire; and the claim was. revived by l\1r. Cook and others in 1720, 

when fome Irifh Prdbyterians petitioned both the affemblies of l\1a1Tachu­
fets Eay and of New Hampfhire, for a fe· tlen1ent or townfhip of lands. 
1 hefe e'migrants fettled upon part of thefe lands by charter or grant 
from the governor a1 d council of New Hamplhire; and their townfhip, 
which was formerly Nutfield, is now called Londonderry. This town­
ihip lies a few miles eafi of Patucket falls, and is in a flourilhing condi­
tion; becaufe the inhabitants are remarkable for their induftry, and par­
ticularly they excel in the manufacture of linen cloth. 

. In 
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In r683, a large traCt of land called " the Million Purchafe," on 6oth 
fides of Merrimack, above Souhagen River, was granted by the Sachems 
of the \Veymafct or Lower Riv "r Indians, and the Penycook or Upper 
River Indians, to Jonathan Tyng o Dunfiable, for valuable confidera­
tions. This land extended upon the weft fide of l\1errimack Rive.~;, from 
the mou th of Souhagen River, where it falls into Merrimack River, 
fix miles and a half up the former ; thence ten miles north-weftward, 
and in a direCt line from the northv\'ard as far as the mofi foutherly end 
of the great pond, commonly called Wenapefioche Lake. 1 hefe lands 
were conveyed in feveral parcels, and at different times, to certain per­
fans, by transfers in 1684, r685, and I 686 ; of which tran&fers fome 
were acknmx.·ledged before the magifirates of the old colony of Maffa­
chufets Bay, and fome before the comrniffioners appointed by James H. 
Thefe conveyances and transfers were confi rmed by Mr. Mafon in I 686, 
fo far as fell within the royal grant of New Hampfhire, at a quit-rent 
of ten fhillings fl:erling a year; upon which the whole was divid:"d into 
twenty !hares, with no benefit of furvivorfhi p ; to be divided as foon as 
might be, and each ihare to confifi of five thoufand acres. Thefe grants 
and regulations were alfo confirmed in r686, by the royal commiffioners ; 
with an addition of the townfhips of Concord, Chelmsford, Groton, Lan­
ca!ter, Stowe, Dunfiable, and twelve miles more of land. This claim 
was revived in 1748. 

A difpute arofe which continued feveral years, concerning the fouth 
boundary of Maifachufets Bay colony with New Hampfhire, but, in 
I 7 31, the general-aifembly of New Hampfhire appointed Mr. Ridge, 
their agent, to folicit at home for their boundaries with Ma£fachufcts 
Bay. The petition was- prefented in I733; and, on the 5th of January 
1734, the board of trade and plantations fent to the attorney and folicito r­
general this quefi:ion; " From what part of NJerrimack River, the three 
miles limitation ought ' to be taken ?'' On the I 9th of March, the report 
was, " From three miles north of the mouth of Merrimack RiYer. '' On 
the 9th of April I737, a commiffion under the grea t feal was iffued, by 
the confent of both parties, to fiJme gentlemen of the councils in the 
neighbouring provinces to hear and decide the affair . The comm iffioners. 
met at I-Iampton in New I-Iamp£hire, on the 1 fi of Augufi, and ga\'~· 
their determination on the Qd of September. Both parties appealed to the 
King in council 1 and the commiffioners adjourned themfelves to the rfi of 
Augufi I 73 8, to receive the royal pleafure. Tb ~ appeals were heard be­
fore a committee of the privy council, on the 5t.h of March I 7.39 ; an cl 
afterward their report was heard before the King in councp, vYhere· the 
matter was finally determined : conformably to thi.s determination the· 

4 ljnes, 
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lines were run by the province of t~ew Hamplhire, ex parte; becaufe 
the Maffachufets Bay government refufed to join in the furvey. The 
line between New Hampiliire and the province of Main was drawn by 
Mr. Bryant : the line parallel with, and at three miles difiance, on the 
north fide, from the River Merrimack, by Mr. Mitchel: and the line 
from Patucket falls to New York eaft line, by Mr. Hag en Hazen. Thefe 
lines, or furveys, were lodged with the records of both provinces in 
May 17 4 I. 

Mr. Mitchel's line, parallel with Merrimack River, begins at three 
1niles north of a black rock, to Patucket ftation, by compafs twenty­
feven miles. This parallel line paifes through and cuts off part of the 
following townihips of Maifachufets Bay government; Saliibury, Amef· 
bury, Haverhill, Methuen, Dracut, and Nottingham. The colony of 
Maffachufets Bay had extended thefe town!hips beyond the three miles 
north of Metrimack, not fo much upon account of their having affumed 
the jurifdiB:ion of that country, at the time of granting thefe towniliips, 
but chiefly becaufe they were Indian grants to Maffachufets people. 

l\1r. Hazen's line from Patucket fiation, three miles eaft of Merri­
tnack River, runs weft by compafs to cut Connecticut River, one mile 
and three quarters north of Northfield meeting-houfe, and about ten 
miles fouth of Fort Dummer, about fifty-three miles; thence to New 
York line twenty miles eaft from Hudfon's River, about thirty-fix miles; 
in all about ninety miles: the line continued falls in with Hudfon's River 
fix miles above Albany church, and a little below the mouth of Mo­
hawks River. This line pafies through and takes off from the Maifa­
chufets Bay jurifdiB:ion fome parts of the following townihips and lands; 
Dnnfiable, Croton, Townfend, Ipfwich new townihi~ Canada to Row­
ley, fome province vacant lands, Canada to _ Sylvefier and others, Ca­
nada to Roxbury, Winchefier, Northfield, Fall-fight townfhip, Bofton 
New Townihip, and Province vacant lands, to New York eaft line. 

Thefe lands are now vefied in the crown ; but by an order of the 
King in council, in 1 7 44, it was directed, that " if the government of 
New l-Iamp!hire did not provide for Fort Duinrner, there would be a 
neceffity for returning that fort, with a proper contiguous diftritt:, to the 
province of lVIaffachufets Bay," whofe governor for many years was alfo 
governor of New Hampfhire, with a difiinCl: commiffion. At }aft, th.e 
affembly of New Hampfhire entered a complaint to the King in cou~CJl 
11gainft the joint governor of that time, in relation to the cafe of fetthng 

tht! 
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the boundaries between the two provinces ; therefore, in 1 7 40, a fepa­
rate governor was commiffioned for New Hamp{hire: but it has been 
faid that this is too diminutive for a difiinc:t government, as the numbers 
of its people, and the value of their commerce, are infignificant. 

This province makes only one county or ihire; which, in 1742, con­
tained about fix thoufand rateable whites, and about five hundred ne­
groes or f1aves. Mr. Arthur Brown, miffio nary at Portfmouth in this 
province, on the 27th of Otl:ober I 7 3 8, wrote to the Society for propa­
gating the Gofpel, that " his pariih was in a flourifhing condition ; the 
number of communicants was fifty-t wo; and iince his lafi he had bap­
tized feventeen infants in the preceding h1lf year." But, in I 7 41, he 
informed the Society, thal " there were in New Hampfhire about fifty 
_or fixty families of the church of England, and the refl: were Indepen­
dents; for they had no ~akers, Baptifis, Separatifts, Heathens, or In­
fidels, among them.'' 

The printed law book of thi~ colony begins the 8th of July 1696. 

l\1r. Ufher, Mr. Partridge, Mr. Vaughan, and Mr. John W entworth, 
were fucceffive1y lieutenant-governors, under the refpeCl:ive governors of 
the Maffachufets Bay. lV1r. Wentworth was appointed lieutenant gover­
nor in I 7 I 7, and died on the I 2th of December I 7.3 0. He was fuc­
ceeded by Colonel Dunbar, who arrived in July 1731, both as lieutenant­
governor of New Hampfhire, and alfo furveyor-general of the woods 
in North America, with four deputy-furveyors, principally to prevent 
the wafie of the mafting trees: but, in 1743, he relinquifhed thofe pofis, 
and was made governor of St. Helena by the DireCtors of the Eafi India 
Company. 

In July I 74r, Benning Wentworth, Efq. was appointed governor in 
chief of New Hampiliire, where the complement of counfellors is ten; 
but when much deficient, the governor may appoint pro tempore. The 
new grants of lands or townfhips are not from the reprefentatives of the 
co11ec:ti ve body of the people, but by the governor and council, purfuant 
to his commiffion and infiruetions, at a certain nominal quit-rent; as 
Londonderry to pay yearly one buihel of potatoes when required. 

The members of the houfe of reprefentatives are eleCted for the fe .. 
veral townfhips and diftriCl:s in the following proportion : 

3 from 
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3 from Portfm~uth, . I from Newington, 

3 Dover, I Newmarket, 
2 Ha npton, I Streatham, 
2 Exeter, I Greenland, 
2 N ewcafHe and Rye, I Londonderry, 
I Kingfton, I Durham, 
I Ham pton-fa11 s, 

The juries are returned by the :lheriff; and the courts of judicature, 
befide the authority of a jufi:ice of the peace, and a bench of jufiices

1 

are as following : 

The general feffions of the peace held quarterly. 

Inferior courts of common-pleas held four times a year: thefe courts 
confifl: of four judges, whereof three make a quorum. 

A fuperior court of judicature or common -pleas held twice a year: it 
confifts of a chief judge and three other judges, of whom three are a 
quorum. From thence are allowed appeals to the governor and council; 
or to a court of appeals in cafes where the value in difpute exceed one 
hundred pounds fterling ; and to the King in council, where the real 
value of the thing in difference exceeds three hundred pounds fierling. 

Courts of Oyer and Terminer, affizes, or general gaol delivery, are 
efpecially appointed by the governor and council. 

A court of equity, fufl:ained by the governor and council, by way of 
appeal from the inferior courts, without any new procefs ; but. either 
party may bring new evidence : and from thence appeal may lie to the 
King in council. 

, The officers of the court of probates are appointed by the governor 
and council, to w horn an appeal may lie. 

The fame judge of vice-admiralty and other officers, ferve for Maifa· 
chufets Bay, Rhode Hland, and New Hampfhire. 

SECTION 
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S E C T I 0 N II. 

Produce, trade, and navigation. Mifcellaneous ohjervations. Of Sag ada· 
h ?Jck territory ; and qf the province qf Main. General remarks. 

THEIR produce is provifions, but fcarcely fufficient for their own 
confumption; mafis, timber, deal-boards, joifis, ftaves, hoops, ihin­

gles, and clap-boards ; as alfo fome dry cod-fiih. 

Their manufaCtures are !hip-building, and fome men of war have 
been built there. Some bar-iron has been made in the province ; but 
the noted iron-works on Lamper-eel River were only bloomeries of bog 
or fwamp-ore; and thefe works were foon difcontinued. They never 
made any confiderable quantity of bar-iron ; becaufe they wanted wate r 
in the drought of Summer and in the hard frofts of \Vinter; and their 
ore became fcarce. 

In this province there is only one colleCtion or cufiom-houfe, kept at 
Portfmouth. 

Their excife upon firong liquors may amount to about a thoufarid 
pounds old tenor a year ; and this with a thoufand pounds old tenor, the 

_ interefi: of loan money per annum, was the falary of their governor. 

In New Hamp!hire, as in Maf.fachufets Bay, there are two forts of 
licences for felling firong liquors. r. A licence to keep an open tavern. 
2. A licence to retail liquors out of doors only. This liberty or licence 
is firft to be obtained of the feleB:-men of the townfbip, and afterward 
to be confirmed in their quarter feffions by the jufi:ices of the peace. 

Mr. David Thom!1fon, in T 623, attempted a fettlement at Pifcataqua, 
now called New Hampfbire; but it foon vanifbed, and the very memory 
of it is loft. · 

In New Hampfhire, and the province of Main, are much good £hip · 
timber and mafi:ing trees; but there are not much of either in the Duke 
of York's grant, called Sagadahock. The tree of life of New England, 
is by mifiake called Savine ; and all the apple-trees here are exotics. 

V oL. r. Pp The 

, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F B R I T I S ~I A M ER I CA. 

The right merchantable hoops are from the faplinG of white oak and 
of hickory; but white oak is the befi. Staves for tight caiks are from 
the white oak; but red oak fiaves are ufed for molaffes and dry ca:lks. 
One thoufand fiaves make from thirty to thirty-five hoglheads, of one 
hundred gallons each. 

Clearing a new country of wood does not render the vVinter more 
moderate ; but conduces to its being more healthful. In middling cli­
mates, timber or w~od is generally fpungy or light by alternate relaxa­
tions and bracings from heats and colds, confequently of no long dura­
tion or good u[e; and thus it is from New England to North Carolina, but 
in the northern provinces the timber is folid and heavy, fit for permanent 
confiruClion, as in New England, Nova Scotia, and Canada: yet farther 
north the timber is too fmall, fhrubby, and gnarly. In the hot countries, 
however, are many fpecies of hard wood, of flow growth, good for 
wainfcotting and other joiners work. 

The feafons are uncertain in New England, where in an open \Vinter 
the fap rifes too foon, and a fubfequent hard froft makes the bark fplit 
and peel off; thus the fruit trees particulary fuffer at times. 

There are feveral good aCls of the Briti!h parlian1ent, and of the Ie­
giflatures of the feveral colonies, relative to the feafons and times offal· 
ling of timber; as alfo concerning the proper feafons of killing thofe 
animals that afford furs, fkins, and hides; but thefe aCts are little re· 
gaJ.:ded, and feldom put in execution. 

Mifunderfiandings with the Indians are a great hindrance to the eo.• 
lonifis in their timber and lumber trade ; therefore the Indians ought to 
be awed by fome forts at proper diftances upon the interior frontiers; 
kept in a refpeClful condition by the appearance of' fame military force; 
and enticed by proper affortmen ts of goods to carry on a trade. 

l. s. d. 
I 0 0 

The premiums are, 
For mafis, yards, bowfprits, per ton of forty feet, girt 

meafure 
Merchantable tars eight barrels 2 4 0 

Green tar Ditto 4 0 0 

Pitch Ditto I 0 0 

Turpentine Dirto I 10 0 

There· muft be .a. plantation c.ertificate that they are the growth or produ~f 



N E \V H A M P S H I R E. 

of the colonies ; and upon landing, the pre-emption to be offered to the 
commiffioners of the navy: but if the comrniffioners do not contract for 
the fame twenty days after landing, the owners may difpofe of them at 
pleafure, and receive the premium. 

In the woods of New England is a great variety of flowering ilirubs; 
but few of them flower in Winter, the mofi valuable qualification for a 
flowering ilirub. There is no author who has wrote tolerably \veil con­
cerning the naturar hifiory of New England. Mr. Joffelyn arrived at 
Bofion in 166 3, and continued there fame years : he publiihed a book at 
London in I 6;z, intitled, '' Eight years obfervations," as a natural hifiory 
of the country; but it abounds with grofs mifiakes; for in fiance, he fays, 
" In New England are no woodcocks, nor any quails;'' whereas they are 
very plenty there. 

Of Sagadahock; and the Province of Main. 

King Charles II. on the I 2th of l\1arch I 66 3-4, granted to his bro­
ther the Duke of York, a certain territory or tract of land, thus de­
fcribed: '' All that part of the main land of New England, beginning 
at a certain place called or known by the name of St. Croix, adjoining 
to New Scotland in America; and from thence extending along the fea­
coafi, unto a certain place called Pemaquin or Pemaquid, and fo up the 
river thereof, to the farthefi head of the fame, as it tendeth northward, 
and extending from thence to the River of ~enebeck, and fo up the 
ihortefi courfe to the River of Canada northward." This was called 
" The Duke of York's property,'' and annexed to the government of 
New York; but upon the abdication of King James II. thefe lands re­
verted to the crown. 

At prefent the territory of Sagadahock is fuppofed to extend from the 
R-iver of -St. Croix eafiward to the River Keneoeck wefiward, and from 
each of thefe two rivers due north to the River of St. Lawrence : thus 
St. Lawrence or Canada River is its northern boundary, and the.Atlantic 
Ocean is its fouthern boundary. When Nova Scotia was in poifeffion of 
the French, Sagadahock territory was included in the commiffion of the 
French governor of L' Acadie; and thus it was in the time of granting 
a new royal charter to Maffachufets Bay in 169 r ; therefore to keep up 
the Engliih claim to this territory, as well as to Nova Scotia, the jurif­
diClion of both were included in that charter. 

pp 2 t)"pon 
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Upon the peace of Utrecht, in 1713, Nova Scoti-a and Sagadahock 
were relinquifhed by France to Great Britain, whofe government reaf­
fumed the jurifdiClion of Nova Scotia, which became a royal govern­
ment, with the property in the crown: but this territory of Sagadahock 
remains in the jurifdiClion of Maifachufets Bay, and fends one member 
to the council. The general-affembly cannot difpofe of lands there 
without the confent of the King in council : but the property of pecu~ 
liar grants remain good to the feveral claimers, until the crown fhall 
purcha:fe the fame, as was the cafe in Nova Scotia. 

Colonel Dunbar projeCted Sagadahock territory to be fet off as a fe. 
' parate government for himfelf; which was introduced by obtaining a 
royal infiruetion to fet off 3oo,ooo acres of good rnafi and fhip-timber 
land for the ufe of the crown or navy. The lands were taken poifeffion 
of for that purpofe, in 17 30, by Colonel Phillips governor of Nova Sco­
tia : but upon application at home of the Mufcongus company, proprie­
tors in part of Sagadahock, this infiruClion was revoked in 1732, and 
at prefent it is annexed to the county of York or province of Main. 

In the reign of King James I. Sir Ferdinando Gorge, prefident of the 
council of Plymouth, and Captain Mafon, had feveral grants from Neum­
keag River, which divides the prefent towns of Beverley and Salem, to 
Sagadahock or Kenebeck River; which were afterward altered into the 
grants of the province of Main, and of New Hampihire, as at prefent. 

In this territory of Main, whofe boundaries have been before de­
fcribed, there are fome private purchafes from the Indians, which the 
, proprietor-general, the affembly of the province of l\1aifachufets Bay, 
appear not to difpute. For infiance, in 16 8 3, Mr. Wharton, a merchant 
in Bofion, purchafed of fix fagamores 4bout soo,ooo acres called the 
Pegepfcot purchafe; bounded five tniles weft from Pegepfcot River, by a 
line running at five miles diftance parallel with the river, to a certain 
fall in that river, and thence north-eafi about forty-four n1iles in a ftrait 
line to Kennebeck River : it includes the eaftern divifions of Nahumken 
purchafe, and of Plymouth purchafe; which latter extend fifteen miles on 
each fide of Kennebeck River. Mr. Wharton died infolvent, and his ad­
:tninifirator fold this purchafe, in I 714, for about one hundred pounds 
New England currency, to eight proprietors, among whom were Mr. 
Winthrop and Mr. I-Iutchinfon. It is bounded fouth -wefterly by North 
Yarmouth, which takes in a fmall part of this grant at Small Point: 
hut George Town, Brunf wick, and J opiliam are in this grant. 

Prior 
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Prior to the M aifachufets Bay purchafes, the fettlers in the province of 
Main never had any other proteC:tion, but that of the colony of the Maf­
fachufet . It was ordered by the King in council, in 1679, that the 
Maffac 1ufets Bay government, upon the reimburfement of one thoufand 
two hundred pounds fierling paid to Gorge's heirs for the province of 
Main, :fhould fm·render it to the crown, as the purchafe was made with­
out the · permiffion of his Majefiy; but the new charter of Ma!fachufets 
Bay put an end to that and all othei· pretended claims. 

· The militia which fer ved for the province of Main in 1744, were 
Q485 men. 

~ 

The contents of the province of Main are about g6oo fquare miles. 

In the territory of Sagadahock, the foil is not bad: there is not much 
good £hip timber, but fome whi te pine for mafis. Mofi of the grants 
and conveyances in this territory, are not to be found upon record; 
which occafions g reat con~ufion in claims. 

As to the geographical defc rip tior. of this country, it may be obferved,_. 
that the remarkable mountains and h ills in the province of M ain are as 
following. I. The white- hills, or rather mountains, inland about feventy 
miles north from the mouth of Pifcataqua harbour, about feven miles 
weft by north from the head of the Pig woket branch of Sa eo River. 
They are called white, not from their being continually covered with 
fnow; but becauf€ their fummits are bald, producing no trees or bru{h~ 
and covered with a whitifh fione. Thefe hills may be obferved at a 
great difl:ance, and are · a confiderable guide or direc:tion to the Indians in 
travelling that country. 2. The Pigwoket-hills, at a little difl:ance from 
the white-hills, to which they are much inferior, and fcarce deferve to 
be mentioned. 3· Aquimanticus-hills, about eight miles inland, and in 
the townfhi p of York, are well known among failors, as they are a very 
ufeful landmark for veiTels that fall in northward of Bofion or Maifa­
chufets Bay. 

Along th is coafi are many h arbours, commodious for fmatl craft iill 
lading of lumber and fire-wood for Bofton: but Cafccr Bay is a large, 
good, and fafe harbour or road for veifels of any burden, as it is fhel­
tered by feveral iflands; and here fome of the contraCt iliips take in 
their lading for mails.. # 

3 The 
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The principal rivers are, I. The Kenebeck, or ~enebeck, and its 
mouth called Sagadahock, which divides the province of Main from the 
old Briftol purchafe of Pemaquid. From the entrance of Sagadahock to 
Merry -meeting Bay are eighteen miles; thence to Richmond Fort and 
from the Truck-houfe, near the tnonth of Kennebeck River, are twelve 
miles : from this place to the firfi falls, though only a ripling called Calh­
nock Falls, are eighteen milles; thence to Taconick Falls are eighteen 
miles ; and thus from the mouth of Sagadahock to Naridgwoag are about 
1o6 miles; there Indians go much higher up the river, with their ca­
noes, in travelling to ~ebeck ; but they are n-:>w reduced to an in­
confiderable number; though formerly, with their French miffionaries, 
they were very troublefome to the Englilh fettlcmen ts. 2. Amerafcogin 
River, which is particularly noted for plenty of good fiurgeon: up this 
river was a tribe of Indians, who are now extinct ; and near the mouth 
of it is Brunfwick Fort. 3· Saco River, which rifcs above thirty miles 
north -of Pifcataqua Harbour; and its confiderable branches are Pigwac­
ket River, whofe Indians are now of no confequence. At the mouth of 
Saco River is Winter Harbour, fo called from l'v1r. \Vinter, who had a 

' farm there. This river is not navigable any confiderable way to the 
falls for vdfels of little burden ; but here are truck-houfes and a fort. 
4· Manfons River comes from fome ponds about forty miles above Pifca­
taqua harbour ; and falls into the fea at the townfhip of Wells. 5· Pif­
cataqua River, which divides New Hamp!hire from Main for the fpace 
of forty miles : from the mouth of this river or harbour to the inlet of 
Exeter Bay are about ten miles; thence to the mouth of Catecheco River, 
which comes fron1 the weft north-~seft, are five miles ; and from this 
upward, the Pifcataqua is called Newichawanock River; but higher it is 
cal!ed Salmon Falls River. 

The fmall rivers, or runs of water, and of fhort courfe, are many; 
particularly, Recompence River; Royal's River, running through Cape 
Anne townfhip and North Yarmouth to the fea ; Prefumpfcot River, 
which comes from Jabago Pond, and runs through Falmouth, where it 
falls into the fea; Falmouth River, or Stroud-water of Cafco Bay; Kene­
beck River dividing Arundel from \V ells; and York River in the town· 
iliip .of York. 

The geographical parts of the Maffachufets Bay have been already de­
fci:ibed, as alfo thofe of Connecticut and Rhode Hland, but what relates 
to the old colony of Plymouth was omitted, and ought to be inferted 
here. There are no remarkable mountains or high hills; but the moft 
con{iderable harbours are, I. Plymouth Bay, of ihallow water, but a 

confequential 
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confequential trade to the W efi: Indies: it is a branch of Bofi:on collection, 
at the difi:ance of forty miles. Three fmall rivulets, called Jons, !-!er­
rings, and Eel Rivers, fall into this Bay. 2. Cape Cod Harbour, o£ 
fafe and deep water; but from the hook or flexure, and confequently 
different courfes, veffels get out to fea '''ith difficulty; nor is it a [ea­
port, or place of trade. This Cape, by its particular form, and the· 
Hretching far into the fea, becomes a fnare for itinerant or paffenger 
fifh ; fuch as. Whales, Herrings, Mackarel and others. The tide flows­
\vithin the Cape about twenty feet i b_ut on the back of it is only five: 
or fix feet. 

The fmal-ler inlets, or harbours, from the difcharge of rivulets, are many;~ 
but all the harbours from Scituate to Cape Cod are ihallow, becaufe of 
a i~mdy flow Dope of the fhore ; and the inland runs are ihort and fmall,­
incapable of making channels. In Sandwich is Mill River : in Barnfl:aple 
is a fmall inlet, and another in Yarmouth. In Harwich is the harbour­
called Point of Rocks, which is not fafe. In Eafl:ham is Stage Harbour;. 
as alfo Billingfgate, the befi of thefe fmall harbours. Q . ~Upon the out­
fide of Cape Cod, is the head of Pamet, no proper harbour, as fome­
iimes rugh tides have paffed over the meadows in Truro from fea to fea. 
Sandy Point, or Monyrnoy in. Chatham, is a good. harbour for fmalL 
v:eifels, but the bar ihifts. Bafs River in Yarmouth. Hya·naes in Barn­
fraple, is much ufed, as it is the befi of thefe harbours. Oi1er Bay in· 
Barnfiaple. Falmouth Bay. Woods Hole or Cove, called Soconofret, .. 
where is a ferry of about a mile to El-izabeth Great Hlancl, and of about· 
three leagues to Martfia"s Vineyard. Along this ihore is a bar, at about­
the diftance of ha!f a mile, with. fmall inlets ; and there is water of fome_· 
fathoms ';>,' ithin the bar. 3· In Buzzard's Bay are feveral good creeks,_ 
as Agawam~ W agwagantit, Si paean, lY_lataroifret, Acc.uihnot, Polyganfet,. 
and Coaxit. 

The Cape&, H eadfands-, or Promontori'es a-re; r. The Curnet Head~ . 
which is the north point of Plymouth Bay; and lies within feven leagues 
fouth-weft of Cape Cod. 2. Cape Cod, about eighteen leagpes., fouth­
wefl: fr.om Bofton, i·n 4Q 0

• 1 o' of north latitude :· this is a narrow long. 
promontory_ firetching into the fea; and· from· the pitch of the Cape to 
Buzzard's Bay may extend· upwa.rd· of fixty miles, which, with a . me- ­
dium br.eadth of fix miles, makes- about 23o,ooo acres; called the· 
county of Barnfiaple, containii1g the towniliips of Falmouth, Sandw.ich, . 
Barnfiap1e, Yarmouth, Harwich, Chatham, Eafi.ham, Truro, and . Pro-­
vince Town. 3· Sandy Point, about ten leagues north from . the Ifland ~ 
Q;( Nantu~ket: but in" the. charter it is_ c.alled Care Ma.raban 
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The principal rivers in old Plymouth Colony ·are, I North River, 
which divides Scituate from Marilifield : it has deep water; but as the 
entrance is rocky, veffels cannot put in there in fiormy weather. The tide 
flows about ' ten miles up this river, where fhips and other veffels are 
advantageoufly built. 2. Taunton River, in which good fhips are built. 
3· Patucket or Blackftone, formerly Nipmug River, is navigable from 
Rhode Ifland boundary, at Bullock's Neck, ten miles to Patucket Falls. · 
and in Rehoboth, or J eaconick, fome good veffels are built. ' 

The late Plymouth Colony contained about I ,254,000 acres; but now 
there are no vacant or colony lands. The old fea- line was about 22o 

miles: the fea-line of the Province of l\1ain is about eighty miles; of 
New Hampihire, twenty miles; of old Maffachufets, eighty miles; of 
Rhode Hland, fixty miles; and of ConneB:icut, one hundred and forty 
miles. 

As to the iflands near Cape Cod, the principal are, Nantucket, Martha's 
Vineyard, and Elizabeth Iflands. 

1. The north fide of Nantucket, or the town of Sherborn, is about 
ten leagues from the main land. The ifland contains about 23,000 acres,. 
or fix miles fquare. Beach included, it is in twenty-feven proprietor­
fhips ; but all in common, excepting forty acres of home lots to each 
proprietorihip, and every one of thofe may keep s6o fheep. It is a 
county of itfelf, inhabited by induftrious people, who cure dry cod­
fiih, but whaling is their principal bufinefs. In I 744, they had about 
forty £loops and fchooners in the Whale fiihery, of thirteen men to a 
veifel: they made from 7000 to 1 o,ooo barrels of Whale-oil a year. In 
this Ifland are about nine hundred Indians, who are of great ufe in the 
fiihery. 

Q. Martha's Vineyard is about eight leagues weft from Nantucket, 
and three leagues fouth from Wood's Hole in Falmouth upon the 
Main.; it is about twenty miles in length, and the eaft-end is about eight 
miles in breadth, but tapers away to Gay Head, at the weft-end, where it 
is three miles wide. A great part of the ifland is very barren, being 
heaths and pine-land. The townfbips are, Edgar Town, Tilbury, and 
Chilmark ; which contain about two hundred tnen capable of bearing 

I arms, and about four hundred and fifty Indians. vVith the Elizabeth 
Iflands it makes Duke's Country : but before the Maffachufets Bay new 
charter, all thefe iflands belonged to the government of New York; and 

the -
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the receiver of the quit-rents of New York made demands of the old 
arrears of their quit-rents. 

3· Elizabeth's H1ands lie in a range, fouth-wefi, half way between 
Martha's Vineyard, and the fuore of Buzzard Bay, which bay they form. 
The largefi ifland is one mile from Wood's Hole on the Main, and is 
about eight miles in length, but very narrow: it is called Nafhawn 
lfland; and the others are, Tinker's Hland, Slocum's Hland, and the 
Iflands of Cattetrunk. 

In general, the nearefi eftimate that can be made of the people in New 
England is as follows : 

Maffachufets Bay, 
ConneCticut, -
Rhode Ifland, 
New Hamp!hire, 

QOO,OOO 

Ioo,ooo 
30,000 

24,000 

354,000 

----
One-fourth patt of thefe are 9o,ooo men capable of bearing arms, 

and one-fifth is 7o,ooo men fit to march ; a force fufficient to proteCt 
themfelves againft all foreign enemies. 

The Maffachufets Colony is fuperior to the rsfi in opulence, trade and 
number of inhabitants ; its principal town being Bofion ; that of Con­
neCticut is New London; of Rhode Hland, Newport; and of New 
Hampfuite, Portfinouth. They employ five hundred fail of fhips, with 
four thoufand feamen, annually, in their trade to Great Britain and the 
fugar colonies: and the imports from Great Britain and Ireland have 

- been computed at 3oo,ooo l. a year. 

VoL. I. Qq TH E 
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The Hiftory of the Province of N E W Y 0 R K. 

C H A P. I . 
..Situation of the Colony; its origin and conqueflfrom the Dutch; fuccejjion 

of governo~s, including a general hiflory cif the province. 

T HE firfi bounds of New York, when it was called Nova Belgia, 
were, Maryland on the fouth ; the main land, as far as it could 
be difcovered wefiward, which would extend to the nations bor-

- dering on theMiffiffippi; the river of St. Lawrence northward; and New 
England wefiward: fo that in thofe times, all the country from Maryland 
to New England was called Nova Belgia or New Netherlands, which in­
cluded the Jerfeys, and part of Pennfylvania; but it was reduced into a 
much narrower compafs when it was conquered and fettled by the Englifh 
in the reign of King Charles II. who made a grant of it to his brother 
the Duke of York. 

The province of New York, at prefent, contains Long Iiland, Staten 
Hlarid, and the lands on the eafi fide of Hudfon.'s River to the bounds of 
ConneB:icut. From the divifion line between that colony and the Maffa­
chufets Bay, northward to the old French line, the province of New 
York claimed an extent .to ConneClicut River. On the weft fide o(Hud-

V o L .. II. B fon's 
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fon's River, from the fea to the latitude of 41° lies New Jerfey; but the 
line of partition between that Brovinc~ and th~s, from that ~atitude to the 
_other fiation on Delaware, is unfettled. t. !rom~ thenc~, wherefoever it may 
be fixed, the province of New York clauns all the lands on the eaft fide 
of Delaware to the north line of Pennfylv~nia; and all the territory on 
both fides of the Mohawks River, and wefiward to the Ifthmus at Niagara: 
in fhort, all the country belonging to the crown of Great Britain, not 
already granted; for it has been faid, '' that vre are to ~onfide, New 
York among her fifier colonie&, to borrow a law phrafe, as a refiduary 
legatee." And '' hence," fays the fame author, " we have from the be­
'ginning been expofed to controverfies about limits. The New Jerfey 
claim include5 feveral hundred thoufand acres, and has not a little impeded 
the fettlement of the colony. The difpute with the Maifachufets ~ay is 
frill more important; and., for .fev.eral years pafr, occafioned very confider .. 
able commotions. The New Hampihire pretenfions have, as yet, expofed 
us to no great trouble. But wheq all thofe claims are fettled, a new con­
troverfy will probably commence with the proprietaries ofPennfylvania *." 

1 The Swedes -and Fi~ia~ders feem to have been the firfr occupiers of 
)fome parts of that extenfive country, afterwards called Nova Belgia by 
'the Dutch. The Swedes eftabliilied fettlements on both fides of Delaware 
~River; built fom.e towns, and eretl:ed feveral forts~ particularly Elren-
1burgh a'nd Cafimir, now called Newcaftle . . ~ut Captain Henry :Hu&fon, 
an Engliiliman, in I 6C>S1 difcovered Long Ifland, the adjacent continent, 
and the river which ftill retain:; his name. . He afterward ~ommunicated 
the difcovery to the Dutch, who ni;1de him a compenfation for it. Tlie 
Dutch writers contend, that Hudfon was- fent out by the -Eaft India COffi"" 

pany. in 16og, to difcover a north-weft paifage to China, and that having 
fi~ft difcovered Delaware Bay, he came hither, and penetrated up Hudfon's 
R1 ver as far as the latitude . of 43 °. It is faid, however, that there was 
a fale, and that the Englifh objeCled to it, though they negleCted to oppofe 
the Dutch fettlement for fome time. 

Captain Hudfon, in 161 o, failed again frGn1 Holland to this country, 
to which the Dutch had then given the name of Nova Belgia, or New 
Netherlands; and four years after, the States G eneral a-ranted a patent to 
fome merchants for an exclufive trade on the nor th ri:er, now Hud_fon's 
River; who, in I 614, built a fort on the weft fide, near Albany, which 
was firft commanded by Henry Chrifi iaens. Sir Sarnuel Argol, in the 

• See " The Hiflory of the Province of New York, from the firfi Difcovery to the 
Y ear I7J2. By William Smith, M. A." Publi!hed at London in 4to in 1757· 

1 fame 
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. fame year, was fent out by Sir Thomas Dale, governor of Virginia, to 
difpofrefs the French of the towns of Port Royal and St. Croix, lying on 
each fide of the Bay ofFundy in Acadia, then claimed as part of Virginia: 
and in his return he vifited the Dutch on Hudfon's River, who, being 
unable to refifi him, prudently fubmitted to the Engliib government. 
The next year, however, the Dutch erected a fort on the fouth-wefl: 
point of the iiland Manhattans, and two others in I 62 3; one called 
Good Hope, on ConneClicut River *, and the other Naffau, on the eaft­
fide of Delaware Bay. The Dutch writers pretend, that they purchafcd 
the lands on both fides of that river in 16 3Q, befm;e the Englifh were 
fettled in thofe pans ; and that they difcovered a little freih river farther 
to the eafi, called Varfche Riviertie, to diftinguiih it from ConneClicut Ri­
ver, known among them by the name of V arfche Ri vier, which was alfo 
claimed by the Dutch, who were determined upon the fettlement of a 
colony; and therefore the States General, in 162 I, made a grant of the 
country to the \Vefi: India company. 

Wouter Van Twiller arrived at Fort Amfierdam, now New York, and 
took upon himfelf the government in June 162g. His ftile, in the patents 
granted by him, was thus ; " We, director and council, refiding in New 
Netherland, on the Hland Manhattans, under the government of their 
High MightineiTes the Lords States General of the United Netherlands, 
and the privileged Weft India company." In his time, the planters of 
New England extended theirpoiTeffion wefl:ward as far as ConneCticut River, 
which was protefied againft by the Dutch. 

William Kieft appears firfi as governor in 163S, when a prohibition 
was iiTued againfi the Engliih trade at Fort Good Hope; and ihortly after 
~n order of council was made for fending more forces there to maintain 
the Dutch territories. The Dutch writers, however, are not agreed in 
the extent of Nova Belgia or New Netherland: fome defcribe it to be 
from Virginia to Canada; and others fay, that the arms of the States 
General were erected at Cape Cod, Connecticut, and Hudfon's Bay, and 
on the weft fide of the entrance into Pelawar Bay: but one of their ancient 
authorities gives Canada River for a boundary on the north; and calls 
that part of the country Terra Incognita, which is north-weft from Albamy. 

The Eng1i£h had overfpread the eafl:ern part of Long Hland; and, in 
164o, advanced to Oyfier Bay; but Kieft broke up their _fettletnent in 

* The fiate of " N ieuw N ederland," printed at Amfierdam in I 65 r. It contains two 
defcriptions of the Dutch polfeffions; the one is a copy of that publifhed by John de Laet 
at Leyden, and the other .gives a thort view of the co~o~n t ry in 1649• 

B g 1642, 
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1 64 2, and fitted out two :lloops to drive the Engli£h out of Schuylkill, of 
which the Marylanders had lately poffeffed themfelves. __ The inftruCl:ions 
dated the 22d of May, to Jan Janfen Alpendam, who commanded in tha: 
enterprize, are upon record, and firongly affert the right of the Dutch 
both to the foil and trade. The Engli£h from the eafiward ihortly after 
fent deputies to New Atnfierdam for the accommodation of their difputes 
about limits, to whom the Dutch offered fuch conditions as the Englilh 
deemed inadmiffible, and in r64 ~ formed a defign to extirpate the Dutch. 
but the Maffachufets Bay declined this enterprize. ~ 

Peter Stuyvefant was the lafi Dutch governor; and though he had a 
eommiffion in 1646, he did not begin his adminifiration until the 27th of 
May 1647. The claims upon his government kept him continually em .. 
ployed-, with a firict attention to New England on the eafi:, and Maryland 
on the wefi: but a controverfy, which had long fubfifi:ed between the 

- Engli£h of New Haven and the Dutch at the Manhados was fettled by the 
c01nmiffioners of the United Colonies in I 6 so, in the following manner: 

The Dutch, who had built a fmall trading houfe at Hudfon's River, 
foon after the Engli£h began the fettlement of New Plymouth, courted- a 
correfpondehce and friendfhip with them; and, as a writer of that day 
obferves, " gave them a mefs of pottage for their birth-right," of which 
they had before craftily deprived them*. The Dutch, undoubtedly, 
had a defign to have poffeffed themfelves of Connecticut River, and to 
have prevented the Engliih fron1 obtaining any footing there. Thofe of 
New Plymouth had pitched upon a place for a houfe in r632 t, and 
ereCled it in r633, although they were threatened by a party of Dutch, 
whom they found there at that time. Thofe from the Maifachufets in 
1635 and I 6~6, made their principal fettlement upon that part of the 
river at Hartford, where the Dutch had their houfe; and the Englifu for 
many years made no attempts- to remove t:b..em, but allowed them free 
liberty of trade; the Dutch alfo admitting any Engliih to fettle among 
them at the Manhados, particularly Mr. Willet, Mr. Baker, and feveral 
other families. 

When Mr. Eaton and his company began to fettle at New Haven, the 
Dutch were alarmed frmn the fwift increafe of the Engli£h colonies, whom 
they charged with. encroachments, although they had no pretence them­
fel ves to any certain boundary, and 'vould fometitnes challenge the coun-

* Hubbard. 

t ~r. Winflow's Manufcript Letter ,to Governor Winthrop, September 1633· 
try 
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rry from Cape Henlopen to ConneClicut River, and at other times as far 
as Cape Cod : but the Englifh, regardlefs of fuch a claim, proceeded in 
e~tending their fettlements to .Milford, Stamford, and other plac'es, until 
they were within a few miles of Huclfon's River. 

Whether the Dutch had any pretence of tide or not, no doubt ean be 
made that they would have extirpated the Engli£h if it had been in their 
power, but they were few·in number. Once, indeed, being poffdfed of 
a fhip of fome force, they fent her to New Haven, where they feized a 
veffel which lay in the harbour, and carried her away. At another time, 
they fet up the arms of the States at or near Starnford, and threatened to 
do the like at New Haven. The Dutch had always refl:rained the Eng­
lilli, not fettled among them, from trading with their Indians upon I-Iud­
fon 's River: but in r648 the Engli{h commiffioners paffed an order, pro­
hibiting any French r Dutch, or other foreigners, trading with the 
Indians in the jurifdiB:ion of the United Colonies; and if .this law had 
been carried into execution, the Dutch trade at Hartford muft have been , 
totally deftroY:ed: 

Altercations fubfifl:ed feveral years hetween tlie Dutch governors of New­
Netherlands and the Engliili governor of New Haven: but in 16 50, while 
the Englifh commiffioners were fitting at Hartford, the Dutch governor 
Stuyfevant came there to treat with them, and prefented his propofals -in 
writing, dated · '' · New Netherlands the 23d of September, N. S." being : 
the day they were delivered. He complained " of the encroachments . 
up_on ConneCticut River, as well as toward Hudfon's River; of the · 
rec.eption _of fugitives; of the law debarring the Dutch from · trade with . 
the Indians .; as alfo of the Englifh felling them goods too cheap, and 
thereby fpoiling the trade." The commiffioners took notice, that his 
propofals were dated at New Netherlands; and -refufed-" to treat until he 
altered the name of the place· where they were dated. He offered, if the 
Engli.ili would forbear fiiling the place Hartford, he would defifi from fiil­
ing it New Netherlands, and date his propofals at ConneB:icut. They 
confented that he iliould date at ConneCticut, but would not gi-ve up their: 
own right to date at Hartforch 

After feveral -days fpent in meiTages from ·one to the other, the matters , 
in difference were fubmitted 'to Mr. Bradfireet and Mr. Prince, appointed 
by the commiffioners; and to Mr. Willet and Mr. Baxter, appointed .by · 
the Dutch governor~ Their-refult was to be binding to both parties.-. 

The line which was thus fettled ran northerly only twenty miles, and · 
afterward as the Dutch and .. New Haven iliould agree: but ~his muft · 

be 
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~ be underfl:ood fo far as New Haven had jurifdiCl:ion. Accordingly, it 
appears that the Maffachufets in 16 59 fo underftood it, and made a grant 
of land oppofite to Fort Aurania, now Albany, upon Hudfon's River; 
and feveral of the principal merchants of the colony were enterprizipg a 
· fettletnent and a trade with the Indians, and which probably was laid 
.afide upon the change of affairs in England; for the country itfelf,a.few 
years after, was recovered from the Dutch, and granted to the <Jqke of 
York, too powerful a proprietor to contend with as to bounds*· 

In I 6 5 r the Dutch built Fort Cafimir, now called Newcaftle, on Dela• 
ware: But the Swedes claimed the country, and Printz, their governor, 
_formally protefied againft the works ; after which he took the place by 
firatagem, and held it until 16 55, when it was retaken by the Dutch, 
·who reduced all the fettlements belonging to the Swedes. 

Hofiilities began between the Engliili and Dutch in Eur.ope in 1651: 
·but the Dutch colony of Manhados was in too feebl~ a fiate . openly to 
. annoy the Engliili colonies, who then carried on an advantag~ous. trade 
·with the Dutch, and confidered themfelves to be at liberty to continue in 
peace with them, notwithftanding the European war: but in 1653, in-
formation was given by the Indians from feveral quarters, that the Dutch 
·governor was privately foliciting them to a general confederacy, in order 
totally to extirpate the Engliili. The maffacre at Amboyna was then a 
·recent affair, and a general alarm was fpread through the colonies. An 
extraordinary meeting of the colonies was called at Bofion on the 19th of 
April, to confider of feveral rumours gathered from the Indians and others,_ 
that the Dutch had plotted with the Indians, and fUrred them up to cut 
off the Engliili. The refult of this firft meeting was, that although the 
-evidence was fo {l:rong, as that fome of the commiffioners looked upon it to 
be full proof, yet they thought it moft expedient the Dutch governor 
ihould have opportunity of making anfwer; but before any meffage could 
be fent, letters were received from him, denying all that the Indians .or 
any others had charged him with; wondering the Engli!h would g1ve 
·credit to Indian teHimonies; and offering to come or fend, or to 
·make anfwer to any deputies which might be fent to him. It was thought 
proper to fend agents to him, who were, Mr. Newman, an .affiftant of 
New· Haven, Mr. Leveret, afterward governor of the Maffachufets, and 
Mr. Davis, who carried a letter from the Commiffioners to the gover~or, 
acquainting him, " that he had made ufe of Indian teftimonies agamft 
~New Haven, in a cafe of land; that his predeceffor had done it in a cafe 
of life; and that a Dutch governor and council at Amboyna had made a 

* Hutchinfon's Hifiory of the Maffachufets Bay, p. 159• and 514-· 
bloody 
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fiioody ufe of the J aponefes confeffion, though extorted by torture, 
againft Captain Towerfon and the Englifh Chrifiians there:" therefore, 
the com:miffioners " demanded fatisfaetion for paft injuries, and fecurity 
for the time to cotne..'' 

While their agents were gone, a letter was·wrote by M·r. Hook to Oliver·­
Cromwell~ complaining of the Dutch, and in treating his affiftance to pu- ­
nifh them. The c-ommiffioners alfo determined what number of men 1 

fbould be raifea, if war was to· be made. The number was to be soo.; ..: 
of whom Captain Eevere't was appointed commanding officerr 

Notwithfl:anding the offer made by the Dutch governor in his letter, . 
he refufed to fubmit to any examination into the affair by the agents or · 
commiffioners, any farther than a committee of his own council fhould 
concur with them. The agents took feveral depofitions, and returned to 
Bofton, where a ftate of th~ cafe was drawn up on both fides*, and·· 
referred to the elders, who continued to be confulted in every affair of · 
importance, while the ol.d charter continued t; and their opinion wasQ 
" That the proofs and prefumptions of the execrable plot, tending to ' the · 
deftruClion of fo many of the dear faints of God, imputed to the, Dutch 
governor and the fifcal t; were of fuch weight as to induce them to believe 
the reality of it; yet they were not fo fully conclufive as to clear up a . 
prefent proceeding to war before the world, and to bear up their hearts 
with that fulnefs of perfuafion which was meet, in commending the , 
cafe to God in prayer, and to the people in exhortations; and that it 
would be fafeft for the colonies to forbear the ufe of the fword; but advifed . 
to be in a pofture of defence, and readinefs for action, until the mind of 
God fhould be more clearly known, either for a fettled peace or more 
manifeft grounds of war." And the deputies, . by their vote, exp~effed J 

a concurrence with the elders in their fentiments . 
. 

Letters were received at Bofion from Hartford and New Haven on the , 
26th of May I 6 53, adviGng, "That the Dutch governor was ende~vouring, 
by prefents and other methods, to engage the Mohawks and the Indians 
between Hudfon's River and Delaware to fall upon the Englilh." But the 
fame day a meffenger arrived from Manhados, wit~ a long letter from the 
Dutch governor, complaining of encroachments from the Englifi1, anct . 

* By Mr. Eaton for the En glifh, anu by Mr. Dennifon fo r the D utch. 

t T he fh are they had in temporal affairs added to the weight they had acquired fro m their ·• 
fp irit ual employments ; and they were in high eil:eem. Hutchifon, p. 181. ·See vol i . 

:t T he principal officer of the public treafury. 
exculpating 
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exculpating hitnfelf from any plots or defigns againft them, in general 
terms. The commiffioners required farther fatisfaCl:ion and fecurity from 
him; and the majority of t~em were for a war: but ~heir proceedings 
were interrupted by a declaratiOn from the Maifachufets, tmplytng, "That 
no determination of the commi~o?er~, though they fhould .all agree, 
fhould bind the general court to JOin In_ an offenfive war whtch fhould 
appear to fuch general court to be unjuft." This declaration occafioned 
fuch difficulties between the general court of the Maffachufets, and the 
cmnmiffioners of the three other colonies at the next meeting, as threatened 
a diifolution of the cohfederacy, which appears to have been prevented 
only by the inferiority of the other colonies to the Maffachufets, and their 
inability 1o fiand alone. 

Oiiver Cromwell complied with the requefl: from New Haven, but the 
l'lt}tips did not arrive at Bofion until the latter end of May, when the go­
'Vernor called the aifembly, which met the gth of June, an~ immediately 
,came into the following refolution: " The general court having Teceived 
.and perufed a letter front his Highnefs the Lord ProteCtor of the Common­
wealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, full of great and favourable 
refpea to this colony, which they defire to keep in grateful remem· 
hrance ; ~nd fhall be ready at all times, wherein they may with fafety to 
.the liberty of their confciences, public peace and welfare, to their utmoft 
-to attend to his Highnefs's pleafure. This court therefore declares, That 
though they underfiand the colony is not in fuch a capacity as may be 
.apprehended to fend forth fuch numbers of men as might vigoroufly affift 
,in that undertaking, yet do freely confent and give liberty to his High .. 
nefs's commiffioners, Major Robert Sedgewick, and John Captain Leveret, 
·to raife within our jurifdiB:ion the number of five hundred volunteers, to 
. .affifl: them in their enterprife againfi the Dutch." 

The ihips had fo long a pafTage, that advice of the peace with the 
Dutch, concluded in April 16 54, arrived before they could proceed upon 
the intended hofiilities. 

The MafTachufets complied at lafl: to extirpate the Dutch, notwith· 
ftanding their· former fcruples concerning the legality of it : but there 
.mufl: have been fome fingular reafons \vhich induced thetn to be fo back· 

· ward in joining \vith the other colonies. They might not forefee at 
th:tt time what has happened fince, " That the neio-hbourhood of the 
lcolonies of di fferent nations would one time or other bengage the powers 
of E uroF,e in their refpeB:ive annoyance and defence." Without this, they 
l1ad nothing to fear from either D.utch or French, becaufe the Engli!h 

were 
7 
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were ten times as nutnerous as both, and continually increafing in much 
greater proportion than either of the other, who could create no formidable 
apprehenfions from their interior force. 

The Dutch took Fort Chrifiina from the Swedes in 1655; upon which 
Stuyvefant iifued a proclamation in f~vour of fuch of the inhabitants as 
would fnbmit to the new government; and about thirty Swedes fwore 
allegiance to the Dutch, who fent the reft to Europe. The Swedes 
being thus almoft extirpated, the Dutch became poifeifed of the weft 
fide of Delaware Bay, now called the Three Lower Counties in Penn­
fylvania; which country was afterwards under the command of 1ieute­
nant-governors, .fubjeet to the direCto -general at New Amfierdam. 
Johan Paul Jaquet was the firfl: vice-director, or lieutenant-governor, 
of South River. His fucceifors were Alricks, Hinojo:ffa, and William 
Beekman, whofe pofterity remains there to this day. Thefe lieute­
nants had power to grant lands, and their patents make a part of the 
ancient titles of the prefent poifeifors. 

Oliver Cromwell died of a fever on the 3d of September I 658 *, and 
was fucceeded as proteCtor by his fon Richard Cromwell, who ordered 
infiruetions to be drawn up, and recommendatory letters to be fent to 
the Engliili colonies, for the expulfion of the Dutch from New Nether­
lands ; but this work was referved for King Charles II. 

In 1659, freih troubles arofe from the Maryland claim to the lands 
on Snuth River; and in 166o, propofals were made to open a commerce 
with Virginia. Governor Stuyvefant was a faithful fervant of the 
Weft India company, which is fufficiently proved by his letters to them, 
exciting their care of the colony. In one, dated April 20, I66o, which 
is very long and pathetic, he writes, " Your honours imagine that the 
troubles in England will prevent any attempt on thefe parts ; alas ! they 
are ten to one in number to us, and are able, without any affifiance, to 
deprive us of the country when they pleafe." 

The Dutch were the firft who had felt the arms of England after 
the death of Charles I. and they were now to feel the power of 
Charles II. who was jealous of the Dutch commercial acquifitions, and 
convinced that commerce is the natural fupport of a maritime fiate. 
Th~ king had received the greatefi marks of civility from the Dutch 
during his exile ; but he hated the Louvefiein or arifiocratic faCtion, 

* Rapin, vol. ii. p. 6o6. 
VoL. Il. c which 
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which prevailed in the commonwealth, and deprived the hcufe of 
Orange of its ancient authority. The Duke of York wanted an oppor .. 
tunity of difiinguifhing himfelf in war; and the nation in general, as 
well as, the parliament, were for curbing the infolence of the Dutch. 

The king, in I 662, renewed the treaty of I 6 59 with the States 
General, who concluded an alliance with France the fame year; while 
the Englifh complained of fome depredations committed by the Dutch, 
and particularly of two ihips which had been plundered by them in the 
Eafi Indies. It was pretended that the damage fufiained by thefe depre­
dations amounted to about 8oo,ooo !. but that report was only to inflame 
the nation; while the king fent Sir Robert Holmes, with a fquadron of 
fourteen ihips, to the coafi of Africa, where he drove the Dutch from 
their fettlements *; and foon after another expedition was fet on foot 
to expel the Dutch from New Netherlands. 

Before this expedition, the king granted a patent, on the 12th of 
March I 664, to his brother the Duke of York and Albany, for fundry 
tracts of land in America ; the boundaries of which, becaufe they have 
given rife to important and animated debates, it may not be improper to 
tranfcribe, as follows : 

" All that part of the main land of' New England, beginning at a 
certain place called or known by the name of St. Croix, next adjoining 
to- New Scotland in America, and from thence extending along the fea­
coafi, unto a certain place called Pemaquie, or Pemequid, and fo up the 
river thereof, to the farthefi head of the fame as it tendeth northward; 
and extending from thence to · the river of Kimbfquin, and fo upward, 
by the ihorteft courfe, to the river Canada northward : and alfo all 
that ifland or iilands, commonly ca1led by the feveral name or names of 
Meitowacks, or Long Ifland, :fituate and being toward the weft of Cape 
Cod, and the Narrow t Higanfetts, abutting upon the main land betw~en 
the two rivers there, called or known by the feveral names of Conne(hCl;t · 
and Hudfon's River; together alfo with the faid river called Hu~fon 8 

River ; and all the land fr01n the weft fide of Connecticut River to the eaft 
fide of Delaware Bay; and alfo all thofe feveral iilands, called or know~ 
by the names of Martin's Vineyard, or Nantuck's, otherwife Nantucket .. 

* Rapin,. voJ. ii . p. 636. 

t The Narroganfet River or Bay, as defcribed in the ConnecHcut charter, It is alfo 
realkd the Narraganfet Bay in the charter granted to Rhode lfland. 

Part 
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Part of this traCl: was conveyed by his royal highnefs the Duke, to 
John Lord Berkley, baron of Stratton, and Sir George Carteret of 
Saltrum in Devonfhire, who were then members of the king's council. 
The leafe was for the confideration of ten £billings, and dated the Q3d of 
June 1664: And the re1eafe was dated the next day; but mentions no 
particular fum of money, as a confideration for the grant of the lands, 
which have the following defcription : 

" All that tract of land adjacent to New England, and lying and 
being to the wefl:ward of Long Hland, and bounded on the Eafl: part by 
the main fea, and partly by Hudfon's River; and hath upon the wefl: 
Delaware Bay or River; and extendeth fouthward to the main ocean as 
far as Cape May, at the mouth of Delaware Bay; and to the north­
ward as far as the northermofc branch of the faid bay or river of Dela­
war~, which is 41 ~ 40' of latitude ; which faid tract of land is 
hereafter to be called by the name, or names, of Nova Cxfarea, or 
New Jerfey." 

Thus the New Netherlands became divided into New Jerfey, fo called 
after the Ifle of Jerfey, in compliment to Sir George Carteret, whofe 
family came f~om thence; and New York, which took its name in 
honour of the Duke of Yotk. 

The Dutch inhabitants, by the vigilance of their governor, were 
not unapprifed of the defigns of the Englifh court againfl: them; for 
their records teflify, that, on the 8th of July, " The general received 
intelligence, from one Thomas Willet an Englifhman, that an expedition 
was preparing in England, againfl: this place, confifl:ing of two frigates 
of forty and fifty guns, with a fly~ boat of forty guns; having on board 
300 foldiers, and each frigate 150 men; and that they then lay at 
Portfmouth waiting for a wind." News arrived alfo from Boflon that 
they had already fet fail : the burgomafiers were thereupon called into 
council ; the fortrefs ordered to be put into the befl: ftate of defence; and 
fpies fent to Milford for intelligence. 

The government at Bofl:on was in the fecret of the expedition, and 
voted a fupply of provifions toward refrefbing the £hips on their 
arrival. This expedition was entrufied to the command of Sir Robert 
Carr, who had with him Colonel Richard Nicolls, G~orge Carteret, Efq; 
and Samuel Maverick, Efq; who were all joined in commiffion to vifit the 
Englifh plantations, and drive the Dutch out of theirs. 

C 2 War 

J I 
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War was not openly declared by England againfl: . Holland until the 
zd of l\1arch r665; but Sir Robert Carr arrived with his forces in 
North America on the 2oth of J nly preceding. The fuips rendezvoufed 
in New England, from thence they failed to Hudfon's River, and ap­
peared before New Amfierdam on the I 9th of Auguft r664, when the 
Dutch governor fent a letter to the Engli!h commanders requiring to 
know the m eaning of their vifit. This letter was anfwered by Colonel 
Nicolls with a fummons to furrender the place. 

The Dutch governor was a good foldier, and being determined upon 
defenfive meafures, though he was oppofed by many of the inhabitants, 
he wrote a long letter in anfwer. to the fummons, in which he entered 
into the merits of the Dutch claims, and the Eng1i£h pretenfions. 

While the Dutch governor and council 'vere contending with the 
burgomafters and people in the city, the Engliih commiffioners publifhed 
a proclamation in the country, encouraging the inhabitants to fubmit, 
promifing t~em the king's protection : and as foon as they difcovered, 
by Stuyvefant's letter, that he was averfe to the furrender, officers were 
fent to beat up for voluntiers in Middleborough, VliiTen, Jamaica, and 
Hampftead. A warrant was alfo iifued to Hugh Hide, who commanded 
the fquadron, to profecute the reduB:ion of the fort; and an Engli!h 
!hip then tradir1g there was preii"ed into j:he fervice. Thefe preparations 
induced Stuyvefant·to write another letter, on the 25th of Augufi old 
Hyle> wherein, though he declares that he would Hand the ftorm, yet, 
to prevent the fpilling of blood, he had fent deputies to confult, if 
poffible, an accom1nodation . Colonel Nicolls, who knew the difpoiition 
of the people, anfwered immediately from Gravefend, that he would treat 
about nothing but a furrender. The Dutch governor, the next day, 
agreed to a treaty and fun·ender ; on condi ·ion, the Englilh and Dutch 
limits in America were fettled by the Crown and the States General. 
The commiffioners on both fides tnet at the governor's farm, and there 
figned the articles of capitulation. 

Thefe articles, favourable as they were to the inhabitants, were how­
ever very difagreeable to the Dutch governor ; and he therefore refufed 
to ratify them till two days after they were figned by the commiffioncrs. 

The town of Ne\V Amfierdam, upon the reduCtion of the Ifland 
Monhattons, took the name of New York. It confifted of feveral 
fmall fireets, laid OUt in the year 16 56; and was not inconllderable f~;· 
the number of its houfes and inhabitants. The eafy terms of the ca.pt-

tulatiOn 
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tulation promifcd their peaceable fubjcClion to the new government; and 
hence we find, that, in two days after the fun·ender, the Bofion aid 
·was difmiffed w:~h <he thanks of the commiflioners to the general court. 
hudfon's and he South River \Vere however frill to be reduced. Sir 
Rob r C .. 11 ',Jmmanded th expedition on Delaw.:ue ; and Carteret was 
commifl: ned to fubdue the Dutch at Fort Orange. The garrifon capitu-
1 ted on t e z ,1th of September, and he called it Alb,any, in honour of 
the duke. \Vhile Carteret was here he had an interview with the 
Indians of the Five Nations, and entered into a league of friendfhip with 
them, which remarkably continues to this day. Sir Robert Carr was 
eq 1ally fuccefsful on South River; for he compelled both the Dutch and 
Swedes to capitulate, and deliver up their garrifons on the Iil: of OClo­
ber 1664, and that was the day on which the whole New Netherlands 
became fubject to the Englifh crown. Very few of the inhabitants 
thought proper to remove out of the country: Governor Stuyvefant 
himfelf held his efiate, and died here ; his remains were interred in a 
chapel, which he had ereCled on his own farm, at a fmall difiance from 
the city, now or late poifeffed by his grandfon Gerardus Stuyvefant, a 
man 8f probity, who was elected into the rnagifiracy above~ thirty years 
fucceffively *. 

In fact, the defcendants of the Dutch planters are perhaps exceeded 
by none of his majefiy's fubjects, for a pure attachment to the proteftant. 
religion, and for loyalty to the prefent reigning family . . 

Colonel Ticolls, being now poffeifed of the country, took the govern­
ment upon him, under the ftile of deputy-governor under his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of York, of all his territories in America. He 
paffed a great number of grants and confirmations of the ancient Dutch 
patents, the profils of which muft have been very confi derable. Befides 
the chief command of the province, Colonel Nicolls had a joint power 
with Sir Rober~ C1rr, Carteret, and Maverick, to fettle the contefl:ed 
boundaries of certain paten.s. They had, in particular, a conference 
with feveral gentl ·emen from Connecticut re(?eB:ing the limits of both 
colonies, whert.~n Long Hland. was adjudged to be under the govern-
ment of New York. · 

At the time of L is determination about two-thirds of Long Hland 
were poffeffed by people from New England, ~vvho had gradually en--

* S. Smith's Hiflory of New Jerfey, p. 46. 
York, p. 24. 

vV, Smith's Hifi:ory of New 
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croached upon the Dutch : but as to the fettlement between New York 
and Connecticut on the main, it has always been confidered by the for­
mer as founded upon ignorance and fraud. A great difpute between 
the inhabitants of Jamaica on Long lfland, which was adjufied by 
Colonel Nicolls on the 2d of January I66s, occafioned a falutary 
infiitution, which has in part obtained ever fince. 

The controverfy refpeB:ed Indian deeds, and thenceforth it was or­
dained, that no purchafe fr01n the Indians fhould be valid without a 
licence from the governor, and executed in his prefence. The firength 
and number of the natives made it neceifary to purchafe their rights; 
and it was expedient, to prevent their frequent felling the fame traB:, that 
the bargai,n ihould be attended with fome folemnity. In March follow­
ing, there was a convention at Hampil:ead, before the governor, of two 
deputies from every town on Long Ifland, impowered to bind their con­
fiituents : but the defign of this meeting was to adjufi the limits of their 
townfhips, for the prefervation of the public peace. Colonel Nicolls 
was alfo attentive to a gradual introduB:ion of the Englifh methods of 
government ; yet it was not until the I 2th of June I 66 5 that he incor­
porated the inhabitants of New York under the care of a mayor, five 
aldermen, and a fheriff. The city had been hitherto governed by a 
fcout, burgomaflers, and fcheizens, in the Dutch manner; but now it 
became regulated according to the Engliili way. 

The Dutch left the Englifh in quiet poifeffion of New York during 
the war, which was ended by the treaty of peace concluded at Breda 

· on the 2 1 fl: July I 667. The Dutch -having been expelled from New 
York by the Englifh, who had alfo been driven out of Surinarn by the 
Dutch; New York was now ceded to his Britannic Majefty, and Suri­
nam to the States ; which was the only advantage that England a_cquired 
by the war ; nor was it inconfiderable, as New York has fince proved 
of the utmoft utility to Great Britain*. 

Colonel Nicolls returned to England after an adminifiration of three 
years ; an~ the time . during his government was principally taken up 
111 confirming the anc1ent grants to the Dutch. He ereB:ed no courts of 

• juflice, but J ok upon himfelf the foie decifion of all controvedies. 
Complaints came before him by petition; upon which he o-ave a day to 
the parties, and, after a fmnmary hearing, pronounced jud~ment. His 

·* Rapin, vol. ii. p. 6+6. The Cafe of Jeronomy Cliffvrd, p. 3 -ro. 
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determinations were called edicts, and executed by the fheriffs he had 
appointed. It is much to his honour, that, notwithfianding all this 
plenitude of power, he governed the province with moderation and 
integrity. 

The Duke of York appointed Colonel Lovelac to fucceed Colonel 
Nicoll L the government of New York; but the war was renewed 
between Bngland and Holland in 167~ t, and, on the 3oth of July 
I 673, a fquadron of Dutch :£hips arrived under Staten I £land, near the 
city of New York. John Manning, captain of an independent com­
pany, had then the command of the fort, which he treacheroufly fur­
rendered to the enemy, who entered the garrifon without oppo:fition, 
and held a counc;:il of war at the fiadt-houfe. All the magifirates and 
confiables from Eafl Jerfey, Long Ifland, Efopus, and Albany, were imme­
diately fummoned to N w York, where the major part of them f wore 
allegiance to he States General ; and Colonel Lovelace was ordered to 
depart the -province, but afterward obtained permiffion to return to 
England with Commodore Benkes. It has frequently been infifted on, 
that this conquefi: did not extend to the whole province of New Jerfey; 
but it appears from the Dutch records, that deputies were fent by the 
people inhabiting the country, even fo far wefi:ward as Delaware River,. 
who 1nade a declaration of their fubmiffion in the name of their prin­
cipals; in return for which, certain privileges were granted to them, 
and three judicatories erected at NieweT, Amftel, Upland, and Hoe1: 
KilL 

The Dutch governor enjoyed his office but for a little time; for, on . 
the gth of February 16 7 4, the treaty of peace between England and 
Holland was figned at W eflminfter ; by the fixth article of which this . 
province was refrored to the Engli{h in the following general terms: 
" That whatfoever countries, iflands, towns, ports, cafiles, or forts, 
have or ilia l be taken on bot 1 fides, ei ther in Europe or elfewhere:, 
ihall be refl:ored to the former lord and proprietor, in the fame conditiolli 
they ihall be in when the peace ihall be proclaimed :t." 

t Rapin, p. 662. " The Dutch neglected to perform the capitulation for Surinam ·; ~ 
and this occafioned another war between England and Holland in 1672 ; which was fol­
lowed by a treaty of peace between both _ nations, figned at Wefiminfter the I 9th of 
February 1674; whereby the treaty of Breda was confirmed." Clifford's Cafes, p. 1-o. 

t Rapin, vol. ii. p. 67 5· Collection of Treaties, vol. iii, p. 280. 
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After this the Duke of York obtained a patent from his brother for 

the lands granted in 1664; and then appointed Sir Edmond Andros 
Governor, who immediately called a court-martial to try Captain John 
Manning for his treacherous and cowardly furrender of the_ fort in 
the city of New York. The charge was fully proved in fix articles 
exhibited againft the delinquent, yet his puniihment was not fuitable to 
his crime. This is no proof, however, that Sir Edmond was a man of 
a merciful difpofition; for the hiftorians of New England, where he 
was afterwards governor, juftly tranfmit him to pofterity under the 
odious charaCler of a fycophantic tool to the duke, and an arbitrary 
tyrant over the people committed to his care *. 

The province, however, increafed with its trade, of which he had 
not intirely the government. The principal courfe of his public pro­
ceedings was fpent in the ordinary aCts of government, which then 
chiefly confified in paffing grants to the fubjeCls, and prefiding in the 
court-of affize. 

In the year I 67 5, Nicholas Renflaer, a Dutch clergyman, arrived at 
New York, where he claimed the manor of Renflaerwick, an extenfive 
traCl, by the Dutch called a colony ; " for it is an oblong, extending 
twenty-four tniles upon Hudfon's River, and as many on each fide.'' 
Mr. Renflaer was recomtnended by the Duke to Sir Edmond, for a 
living in one of the churches at New York in Albany, probably to ferve 
the popiih caufe ; although another reafon has been affigned for the 
favour he met with fr01n the crown. It is faid, that while Charles II. 
was an exile, this Dutchman prediCled the day of his reftoration: tbe 
people of Albany had a high opinion of his prophetic fpirit, and many 
firange tales about him fiill prevail there. The minifier was oppofed 
becaufe he had received an epifcopal ordination; and the governor was 
atta.ched to him in this controverfy, which became provincially general, 
unttl the governor referred the matter to the determination of the con­
fifiory of the Dutch cour a~ Albany. 

, Sir Edmond, near the clofe of his adminifiration, thought proper to 
quarrel vTith Mr Philip Cartcret, who, in I o8o, exercifed the govern­
n1ent of New Jerfey 1mder a commiffion fron1 Sir George Carteret, dated 
the 31ft of July 167 5· f\ndros di(puted his right, feized his perfon, 

* "\V. Smith, p. 33· 
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and brought him prifoner to New York; ''for which, it is faid, he loft hi_s 
own government: but whoever confiders that Sir Edmond was im me­
diately preferred to be governor of Bofion, will rather believe that the 
Duke fuperfeded him for fome other reafons.'' 

The Duke of York preferred Colonel Thomas Dongan to the govern­
ment of this province on the 3oth 'of September 1682; but he did not 
arrive there until the 27th of Auguft following. ''He was a man of 
integrity, moderation, and genteel manners; and~ though a profdfed 
papifi:, may be claifed among the beft of our governors *. ,,_ The people 
had been formerly ruled at the defpotic will of deputies under the Duke, 
who was petitioned, in 1681, by the council, the aldermen of New -York, 
and the juftices of peace,' at the court of affize, again-il: fuch proceedings. 
Jn confequence thereof, they began their firfi participation in the legif­
lative power under Colonel Dongan, ihortly after whofe arrival, -orders 
were iffued to the iheriffs to fummon freeholders .for choofing reprefen­
tatives, to lneet hiln in affembly on the I 7th of oaober I68s. < N0thirig 
could be more agreeable to the Colonifis, whether Dutch or Engli!h, 
who were born the fubjects of a~free fiate ; nor was the change· of lefs 
advantage to the Duke than to the inhabitants, who tranfmitted a dut~ful 
and grateful addrefs to his Royal Highnefs upon fo interefiing an affair . 

. 
Colonel Dongan furpaffed his predeceifors i~ a due attention to the 

colony affairs with the Indians, by whon1 he was highly efieemed. It 
ihould alfo be remembered to his honour, that though he was ordered by 
the Duke to enco~rage the French priefis, who were come to re:fide 
among the natives under pretence of advancing the popiih caufe, but in 
reality to gain them over to the French interefi, yet he forbad the Five 
Nations to entertain them. The Jefuits, however, had no fmall fuccefs. 
_Their profelytes were called Praying Indians, or Caghnuagaes, and took 
up their refidence at the fall of St. Lewis, oppo:fite to Mqn!real. It was 
alfo owing to the infiigation of thefe priefis that the Five Nations corn ... 
mitted hofiilities on the back parts of Maryland and Virginia, which 
occafioned a grand convention at Albany in the . year 1684. Francis 
Lord Howard of Effingham, the governor-general of Virginia, was 
prefen t, and concluded a treaty with them for preventing further depre­
dations; toward the accompliihmt;nt of which, Colonel Dongan was 
very infirumental, and DoClor Colden has _publifhed this treaty at large. 

' 
vVhile Lord Ho ward was at Albany, a meifenger from M. De la 

Barre, then governor of Canada, arrived there, to complain of the 

VoL. II. 
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Senneca Indians, for interrupting the French in their trade with th~ 
Indians of the Five Nations ; by \vhom were meant all thofe numeroua 
tribes inhabiting the countries .on both fides of the Lakes Huron and 
Erie, weftward, as far as the Miffifippi, and the fouthern country along 
the banks of the Ohio and its branches. Colonel Dongan, to whom the 
melfage was fent, communicated it to the Sennecas, who admitted the 
charge, but jufiified their conduCt; alleging, that the French fupplied 
arms and ammunition to the Twightwies, with whom they were then at 
war. 

'The French governor, at the fame time, made great preparations t0 
invade the Five Nations, and totally extirpate them : but governor Don-­
gan apprifed the Indians of the French defigns, which proved abortive 
by that intelligence, and De la Barre found it ncceffary to conclude the 
campaign with a treaty, for which purpofe he croifcd Lake Ontario to 
meet the Indian chief&. 

De la Barre was fucceeded by the Marquis De Nonville, colonel of 
the dragoons, who arrived, in x685, with a reinforcement of troop&. 
The marquis was a man of courage, and an enterprizing fpirit; there­
fore he made a potent invafion upon the Five Nations, who repulfed 
him with confKlerable lofs. 

Soon after this expedition, Colonel Dongan met the Five Nations at 
Albany ; and, in his negociation with them, ~wed his vigilance and 
zeal for the intereft of his mafter, and the common weal of the pro­
vince committed to liis care. He reprimanded them for their breach 
of faith with Virginia ; ordered them to reftore the prifoners they had 
taken ; and recommended to them not to fuffer their people to be dnmk 
during the war. 

· Not long after this interview, a confiderable party of Mohawks-and 
Mahikanders,. or River Indians, befet Fort Chambly, burnt fevera} 
houfes, and returned with many captives to Albany. Fo_rty Onondagas, 
about the fame time, furprifed a few foldiers near Fort Frontenac, whom 
t_hey confined, inftead of fome Indians fent home to the gaUies by the 
French, notwithftanding the Mtmoft addrefs was nfed to regain them by 
tamberville, a F:rench prieft, who delivered them two belts to engage 
their kindnefs. to \he prifoners, and prevent their joining the quarrel 
with the Sennecas. The belts being fent to Colonel Dongan, he wrote 
to De Nonville to demand the reafon of their· being delivered. Pere le 

Vaillant 
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Vaillant was fent to New York about the beginning of the year t68S, 
under colour of bringing an anfwer, but in reality as a fpy. Colonel 
Dongan told him, that no peace could be made with the Five Nations, 
unlefs the Indians fent to the gallies, and the Caghnuaga profelytes. 
were returned to their refpeaive cantons, the forts at Niagara and Fron­
tenac razed, and the Sennecas had fatisfaaion made them for the damage 
they had fuftained. The Jefuit, in his return, was ordered not to vifit 
the Mohawks. 

Dongan, who was fully fenfible of the importance of the Indian in­
tereft to the Engliili colonies, was for compelling the French to apply to 
him in all their affairs with the Five Nations ; while they, on the other 
hand, were for treating with them independent of the Engliih. For 
this reafon, among others, he refufed them the affiftance they frequently 
required, till they acknowledged the dependence of the confederates on 
the Engliili crown. 

An indignity upon the rights of atnbaffadors, the truth of which they 
did not in the leaft doubt, animated the confederates to the keeneft thirft 
after revenge; and accordingly 1200 of" their men, on the 26th of 
July 1688, landed on the fouth fide of the Hland of Montreal, while 
the French appeared in perfect fecurity, burnt their houfes, facked their 
plantations, and put to the f word all the men, women, and children, 
without the flcirts of the town. A thoufand French were flain in ~ this 
i~vafion, and twenty-fix carried into captivity and butnt alive. Many 
more were made prifoners in another attack in October, and the lower 
part of the ifland wholly deftroyed. Only three of the confederates 
were loft in all this fee ne of mifery and defolation *. 

Never before did Canada fuftain fuch a heavy blow-. The news of this 
attack on Montreal no fooner reached the garrifon at the Lake Ontario, than 
they fet fire to the two barks which they had built there, and abandoned 
the fort, leaving a match to twenty-e!ght barrels of powder, defigned to 
blow up the works. The foldiers went down the river in fuch preci­
pitation that one of the battoes and her crew were loft in !hooting a 
fall. The Confederates, in the mean time, feized the fort, the powder~ 
and the ftores; and of all the French allies, who were vafily nun1erous, 
only the Nepicirinians and Kikabous adhered to them in their calamities. 
T he Utawawas and feveral other nations infiantJy made peace with the 

• Colden, I. 91. W. Smith, p. 57· 
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Engliih ; and, but for the uncommon fagacity and addrefs of the Sieur 
Perot, the weftern Indians would have murdered every Frenchman' 
· mong them. Nor did the diftreffes of the Canadians end here; fo~ 
numerous fcouts from the Five Nations continually infefted their borders. 
The frequent depredations that were made, prevented them from the 
cultivation of their fields, and a difi:reffing famine raged through the 
whole country. Nothing but the ignorance of the Indians in the art of 
attacking fortified places faved Canada from being now utterly cut off. 
It was therefore very fortunate to the French that the Indians had n~ 
affiftance from the Engliili, and as unfortunate to the Engliili that their 
colonies were then incapable of affording fuccours to the Confederates. 

While thefe things were tranfatling in Canada, a fcene of the 
greatefi importance was opening at New York, where a general dii:. 
affetl:ion to the government prevailed among the people. Papifts began 
to fettle in the colony under the fmiles of the governor. The colletlor 
of the revenues, and feve_ral principal officers, threw off the rnafk, and 
openly avowed their attachment to the doctrines of Rome. A Latin 
fchool was fet up, and the teacher ftrongly fufpetl:ed for a Jefuit. The 
people of Long Hland, who were difappointed in their expecl:ation of 
large privileges promifed by the governor on his arrival, were become 
his perfonal enemies ; and the whole body of the people trembled for 
the proteftant caufe. Here the leaven of oppofition firft began to work. 
Their intelligence from England of the defigns there in favour of the 
Prince of Orange blew up the coals of difcontent, and elevated tl1e 
hopes of th~ difaffeB:ed : But no man dared to fpring in atlion, till after 
the rupture in Bofton, where governor Andros was imprifoned and 
fent to England. Upon the news of this event, feveral captains of 
the New York m.ilitia convened themfelves to concert meafures in favour 
of the prince of Orange; and, among thefe, Jacob Leifler was the 
moft atl:ive. He was a man in tolerable efteem among the people, and 
of a moderate fortune, but deftitute of every qualification necdfary for 
the enterprize. Milborne, his fon-in-law, an Engliiliman, direCted all 
his councils, while Leiller as abfolutely influenced the other officers.. . 

The firft thing they contrived was to feizy the garrifon in New Y~~~; 
and the .cuftom at that time of guarding it every night by the mthu.a 
g~ve Le1fier a fine opportunity of executing the defign. He enter~~ :t 
Wlth forty-nine men, and determined to hold it till the whole mthtia 
fJ:ould join him. Colonel Dongan, who wa~ about to leave the pro· 
v1nce, then lay embarked in the bay, having a little before refigned the 
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government to Francis Nicholfon the lieutenant-governor. . The c?un­
cil, civil officers, and magifirates of the city, were agatnft Ledler, 
and therefore many of his friends were at firft fearful of openly 
efpoufing a caufe difapproved by the gentlemen of figure. For this 
reafon, Leifler's firft declaration in favour of the Prince of Orange was 
fubfcribed only by a few amo~g feveral companies of the trained bands. 
\Vhile the people, for four days fucceffively, were in the utmofi per­
plexity to determine what part to choofe, being folicited by Leifler on 
the one hand, and threatened by the lieutenant-governor on the other, 
the town was alarmed with .a report that three iliips were coming up 
with orders from the Prince of Orange. This falfehood was very fea­
fonably propagated to ferve the interefl: of Leifler, for, on that day, the­
sd of June r68g, 'his party was increafed by the addition of fix captains; 
and 400 men in New York, and a company of 70 men from Eaft 
Chefier, who all fubfcribed a fecond declaration, mutually covenanting 
to hold the fort for the prince. Colonel Dongan continued till this. 
time in the harbour, waiting the iffue of thefe commotions ; and Nichol­
fon's party, being now unable to contend with their opponents, were: 
totally difperfed, the lieutenant-governor himfelf abfconding the very 
night after the laft declaration was figned. 

Leiiler being now in complete poffeffion of the fort, fent home an 
addrefs to King William and ~een Mary as foon as he received the 
news of their acceffion to the throne. It is a tedious, incorreCt, ill­
drawn narrative of the grievances which the people had endured, and 
the methods lately taken to fecure themfelves, ending with a recog­
nition of the fovereignty of the king and queen over the · .rho1e Engli!h 
dominions. This addrefs was foon followed by a private letter from 
Leifler to King William, which, in very broken Engli!h, informs hi& 
Majefiy of the ftate of the garrifon, the repairs he had made to it, and 
the temper of the people ; concluding with firong proteftations of his 
fincerity, loyalty, and zeal. Jofi Stoll, an en:Ggn, on the ddive:ry of 
this letter to the king, had the honour to kifs his Majefiy's hand; but 
Nicholfon the lieutenant-governor, and one Ennis, an epifcopal clergy­
man, arrived in England before him; and, by falfely reprefenting the 
late meafures in New York, as proceedi·ng rather from their averfion to 
the church of England, than zeal for the Prince of Orange, Leifler and 
his party miffed the rewards and notice which their atl:ivity for the 
Revolution jufily deferved. For, though th€ king mad~ Stoll the bearer 
of his thanks to the people for their fidelity, he fo little regarded 
Leiiler's 'omplajnts againft Nicholfon, th[Lt he was foan after preferre(l 
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to the government of Virginia. Dongan ·returned t-a lreland, and it ia 
faid fucceeded to the earldom of Limedck. 

Leifler's fudden invefi.iture with fupreme power over the province 
and the probable profpeCl:s of King William's approbation of his · con~ 
duB:, could not but excite the envy and jealoufy of the late council and 
magiftrates, who had refufed to join in the glorious work of the Revo-­
lution; and hence the fpring of all their averfions both to the man and 
his meafures. He continued however to exercife the adminiftration of 
the colony until a packet arrived with a letter from the Lords Carmar .. 
then, Halifax, and others, diretl:ed to Francis Nicholfon, Efq; or, in his 
abfence, to fuch as for the time being take care for preferving the peace 
and adminiftrating the laws in their l\1ajefties province of New York ia 
America. This letter was dated the 2gth of July, and was accompanied 
with another from Lord Nottingham, dated the next day, which, after 
impowering Nicholfon to take upon him the chief command, and to ap­
point for his affifl:ants as many of the principal freeholders and inhabi· 
tants as he fhould think fit, required him alfo " to do every thiog 
appertaining to the office of lieutenant-governor, according to the laws 
and cufioms of New York, until further orders." . 

Nicholfon being abfconded when this packet came to hand, Leifler 
confidered the letter as direCted to himfelf, and from this time iffued all 
kinds of commiffions in his own name, affumed the title, as well as 
authority, of lieutenant-governor, and formed a council. 

The people of Albany, in the mean time, were determined to hold 
the garrifon and city for King William, independent of Leifier; and, 
on the Q6th of October, which was before the packet arrived from Lord 
Nottingham, formed themfelvei into a convention for that purpofe. 

Taking it for granted that Leifler at New York, and the Convention at 
A'lbany, were equally affetl:ed to the Revolution, nothing could be more 
egregioufly fooliih than the conduCt of both parties, who;- by their in­
tefiine divifions, threw the province into convuliions, and fowed the 
feeds of mutual hatred and animofity; which, for a long time after, 
greatly embarraffed the publick affairs of the colony. When Albany 
declared for the Prince of Orange, there was nothing elfe that Leifier 
could properly require: and rather than facrifice the publick peace ~f 
the province to the trifling honour of refifiing a man who had no ev1l 
detigns, Al.bany ought in ·prudence to have delivered the garrifon int.o 
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his hands till the king's definitive orders iliould arrive. But while 
Leifler, on the one hand, was inebriated with his new-gotten power ;. 
fo, on the other, Mr Schuyler and the reft could not fubmit to the· 
authority of a man, as tnean in his abilities, as inferior in his degree. 

}:1cob Milborne was commiffioned for the redutl:ion of Albany, where 
the fort was commanded hy Mr. Schuyler, who intimidated Milborne 
from making any attempt at that time: but in the fpring he com­
manded another party, and got poffeffion of the garrifon. The principal 
members of the Convention abfconded, and their effect& were arbitrarily 
feized and confifcated; which fo highly exafperated the fufferers, that 
their pofterity, to this day, cannot fpeak of thefe troubles. without the 
bittereft invectives againfi Leifler and all his adheren.ts. 

In the midfi of thofe intefiine confufions at New York, the inhabi­
tants of New England were engaged in a war with the Eafte:rn Indians;. 
which gave rife to a conference between feveral comm-iffioners from 
Bofton, Plymouth, and Connecticut, and the Five Nations, at Albany,. 
in September 1689-*, the former endeavouring to engage the latter· 
againft thofe Eaftern Indians, who were then at war with tllle New Eng­
land colonies,_ and were fupported by the French. 

The Five Nations had received four meffengers- from the Eafiern.:_ 
Indians, which gave the people of New England fuch difagreeable: 
apprehenfions, that they were defirous to know what reception was. 
given to thefe meifen.gers. 

The Five Nations anfwered by Tahajadoris, a Mohawk Sachem, who~ 
made a long oration; and, however improbable it may feern to Euro-­
peans, repeated all that had been faid the preceding day. The art they 
have in affifting their memories is as follows : 

'-' The Sachem, who-prefides at thefe conferences-, h-as a bund-le ot 
fmall flicks in his hand; and as foon as the fpeaker has finifhed any 
one article of his fpeech, this Sachem gi'VeS a ftick to another Saehem~ 
who is particu1arly to rem-ember that article; and fo, when another 
article is finifhed, he gives a fiick to anDther, to take care of that 
other, and f6 on. 1n like manner, when the fpeaker anfwers, each of 
thefe has the particular care of the anfwer refolved on to each art-icle, 
and prompts the orator, when his memory fails him, in the artid e <;Gm-

"* Cold en, I. ror. 1 o.6. 
mit-te 



, 

li I STORY 0 F BRITISH AMERICA. 

n1itted to his charge ·*." By this means the orator, after a previou~J 

conference with the Indians, is prepared to repeat every part of the 
1neffage, and give it a proper reply-f. 

This conference did not anfwer the expeCl:ation of the New England 
agents, as the Five Nations were unwilling to join in hofiilities againft the 
Eafi:ern Indians ; but they were ready to difirefs the French, againll 

.. wh~m the Englifh lately had declared war. 

Tahajadoris told the commiffioners, that " the Indians had patiently 
fuffered many injuries from the French before they took up the hatchet 
againfi them : That the patience of the Indians made the governor 
of Canada think they were afraid of him, and durfi not refent thofe 
injuries ; but he ;vas deceived : for the Indians were refolved never 
to drop the hatchet, and would never be reconc-iled while one French­
man was alive.'' 

That part of the fpeech intended to ratify their friendihip with the 
Engli!h colonies, was fingularly expreffed as follows: 

" We have fpoken what we had to fay of the war; we now come to 
the affairs of peace. We promife to preferve the chain inviolably, and 
wifh that the fun may always ihine in peace over all our heads that are 
comprehended in this chain t· \Ve give two belts; one for the fun, 
the other for its beams. We make fafi the roots of the tree of peace 
and tranquillity, which is planted in this place. Its root extends as far 
as the utmoH: of your colonies. If the French fhould come to ihake 
this tree, we fhould feel it by the motion of its roots, which extend 
into our country: But we trufi it will not be in the governor of Cana­
da's power to fhake this tree, which has been fo firmly and fo long 
planted with us §. 

The magiftrates of Alhany had a private conference with the Sachems 
of the Five Nations, and defired to know their refolutions as to the war 

* Cold en, I. 1 07. 
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, ~ith Canada, and the meafures they refolved to pm-fue. In this con­
ference the Indi:11 s fay. that the people of Albany were fo much afr::tid 
of the French that thei r fpi rits \~.rere funk under the apprehenfions of 
the approaching \Yar; and for t is reafon made tl e following anfwcr : 

" ~re have 140 men out :fkulking ::tDOUt Canada; and it is impoffible for 
the ·French to attempt an _r thing ·without being difcovered and hara!fed 
by thefe parties. If the F::ench fua1l attempt any thing this way, all 
the Five Nations fuall come to_ your affiftance, for our brethren and v1re 
are but one, and we will live and die together. \Ve have deGred a hun­
dred men of our brethren of Bofl:on to affifi us here, becaufe this place 
is mofi expofed : But if the governor of Canada is fo firong as to over­
come us all united together, then he mufi be our mafier, and is not to be 
refifted ; yet we have confidence in a good and jufl: caufe; for the 
Great God of Heaven kno vs how deceitfully the French have deal t 
with us: their _arms can have no fuccefs. The Great God hath fent us 
figns in the fky to confirm this. \Ve have heard uncommon noifes, and 
have feen heads fall down upon earth, which we look upon as a certain 
prefage of the defiruClion of the French. Take courage ! " On this 
they all immediately joined in finging, and crying out, -" Courage 1 
Courage* ! " 

Nothing could have been more advantageous to the Britiili Colonies, 
and efpecially New York, than the late fuccefs of the Five Nations 
againfi Canada. The miferies, to which the French were reduced, ren­
dered the Britiili Colonifts fecure againfi their ' inroads, till the vvork of 
the Revolution was almofl: accompli!hed; and to their difireffed con­
dition mufi be principally afcribed a defeat of the French defign, about 
th ... t time, to conquer this province. 

Among other- meafures to detach the Five Nations fr01n the Brit iih 
interefi, and raife the deprelfed fpirit of the Canadians , the Count de 
Frontenac thought proper to fend out feveral parties againfi the Engli1h 
Colonies. D' Aillebout, De Mantel, and Le M oyne, commanded that 
againfi New York, confifiing of about 200 French, and fame Cagh­
nuaga Indians. Their orders were, in general, to attack Ne¥7 York; 
but, purfuing the advice of the Indians, they refolved, infiead of Al­
bany, to furprife ScheneClady, a village feven teen miles north-weft from , 
it, and about the fame difiance from the Mohawks. The people of 
Schcnectady, though they had been informed of the defigns of the 
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enemy, were in the greateft fecurity; judging it impracticable for any 
men to 1narch ieveral hundred miles, in the depth of the winter, through 
the fnow, bearing their provifions on their backs. Befide, the village 
was in as much confufion as the reft of the province ; the officers, who. 
were pofied there, being unable to preferve a regular watch, or any kind of 
military order. Such was the fiate of ScheneB:ady, as reprefented by 
CDlonel Schuyler, who was at that time mayor of the city of Albany, 
and at the head of the Convention. A copy of his letter to the neigh­
bouring colonies, concerning this defcent upon Schenecrady, dated the 
15th of Fe,bruary r68g--9o, is now extant under his own hand. After 
two and twenty days march, the enemy fell in with ScheneB:ady, on the 
8th of February; and were reduced to fuch fireights, that they had 
thoughts of furrendering themfelves prifoners of war. But their fcouts, 
who were a day · ,. two in the village intirely unfufpeCl:ed, returned with 
fuch encouraging accounts of the abfolute fecurity of the people, that 
the ene1ny determined on the attack. They entered on Saturday night, 
about eleven o'clock, at the gates, which were found unfhut; and, that 
every houfe might be invefted at the fame time, divided into fmall par­
ties of fix or feven men. The inhabitants were in a profound fleep, 
and unalarmed till their doors were broke open. Never were people in 
a 1nore wretched confi:ernation. Before they \Vere rifen from their beds 
the enemy entered their houfes, and began the perpetration of the moft 
inhuman barbarities. No tongue, fays Colonel Schuyler, can exprefs 
the cruelties that were committed. The whole village was infiantry in 
a blaze. Women with child ripped open, and their infants caft into 
the flames, or dallied againfi the pofis of the doors . Sixty perfons 
perifhed in the mafTacre, and twenty-feven were carried into captivity. 
The refi fled naked toward Albany, through a deep fno\Y which fell that 
very night in a terrible ftonn; and twenty-five of thefe fugitives loft 
their limbs in the flight through the feverity of the froft. The news of 
this dreadful tragedy reached Albany about break of day; and univerfal 
dread feized the inhabitants of _that city, the enemy being reported to 
be I 400 firong. A party of horfe was immediately difp:ttched to Sche­
nec:tady, and a few lVIohawks then in town, fearful of being inter­
cepted, were with difficulty fent to apprife their own cafllcs. 

T he Mohawks were unacquainted with this bloody feeL·~ till tWO' 

days after it happened ; the Englifh n1effengers being fcarce able to 
travel through the great depth of fnow. The en my, in the mean 
time, pillaged the town of Schenec:tady till noon the next day; and then 
went ofF with their plunder, and about forty of their beft bodes. The 
xefr, with all the cattle they could find, lay flaughtercd in the ftn:ets .. 

'fhe 
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The deftgn of the French, in this attack, was to alarm the fears of the 
Engliili Indian allies, by f1 ewing that the Englifh were incapable f 
defending them Every art alio was u.U d to conciliate their friendiliip; 
for they not only fpared thofe Mohawks who \Vere found in ScheneCtady, • 
but feveral other particular p rfons, in coml)lirncnt to the Indians, who 
requefted that favour. Several woe1en and children were alfo reieafed at 
the defire of Captain Glen, to whom the F1ench offered no violence; 
the officer declaring he had fl:ricr orders againfi it, on the fcore of his 
wife's civilities to certain French captives in the time of Colonel Dongan. 

The Mohawks, confidering the cajoling aB:s of the French, and that 
the Caghnuagas, who were with them, were once a part of their own 
body, behaved as well as could be reafonably expected. They joined a 
party of young men from. Albany, fell upon the rear of the enemy, 
and either killed or captivated five and twenty. Several Sachems, in 
the mean time, came to Albany, and very affectingly addreifed the in­
habitants, who were jufi ready to abandon the country, urging theit 
fray, and exciting an union of all the Engliih Colonies againfl: Canada. 

The Indians foon after treated the Chevalier D'Eau, and the refi of 
the French meffengers, who came to conclude the peace propofed by 
Taweraket, with the utmoft indignity; and afterwards delivered then-:t 
up to the Englifb. Befide this, their fcm1ts haraifed the borders o,f the 
enemy; but what rendered this year rnofi rem,arkable was the expedition 
of Sir \Villiam Phipps, which has already been mentioned. 

Anterior to the Revolution in England, many controverfies arofe in 
New York relating to public townfbips and private rights. It had been 
a fubjeB: of animated debate, whether the people in this colony had a 
right to be reprefented in aifembly; or whether it was a privilege en­
joyed through the grace of the crown? but it was generally underfl:ood 
in the former light, and fo virtually declared upon that and feveral other 
of the principal and difiinguifbing liberties of Engl~fhmen. 

Colonel Henry Slaughter arrived as governor on the Igtl?- of March 
169r, though his cornrniffion was dated the 4th of January 1 6f! g. 

The ne rr governor compelled Leifler to furrender the fort, imprifoned 
him and Milborne, whom he tried, conviCted, and executed as traitors. 
Leifler,s fon afterward carried home a complaint to King William 
againfi the governor. His petition was referred, according to the 

.. common courfe of plantation affairs, to the lords commiffioners of trade, 
E 2 who 
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who reported, on t?e I Ith of Marc~ 1692, " That they were of opi­
nion, that Jacob Led1er and Jacob M1lborne deceafed, were condemned 
and had fuffcrcd according to law." Thejr lord!hips, however, inter~ 
ceded for their families, as fit objeet:s of mercy; which induced ~Ieen 
Mary, who approved the report, to declare*, " That, upop the humble 
application of the relations of the faid Jacob Leifler and Jacob Milborne 
deceafed, her lVIajefiy would order their eft:ates to be reil:ored to their 
families, as objects of her rv:Iajefty's mercy." The bodies of thefe 
unhappy fufferers were afterward taken up, and pompoufly interred in 
the old Dutch church in the city of New York. Their eftates were refiored 
to their families; and Leifler's children, in the public efiimation, are rather 
dignified, than difgraced, by the fall of their anceftor. Thefe violent 
1neafures drove feveral of the inhabitants into the adjacent colonies; 
which ioon after occafioned the palling an aCt of general indemnity. 

From. the furrencler of the province to the year I 683, the inhabitants 
were ruled by the Duke''s governors, who made rules and orders, which 
were efieemed to be binding as laws. Thefe were regularly colleCl:ed 
under al ohabetical titles in I 6 7 4; a fair copy of them remains to this 

L • 

day among the records; and are commonly known_ by the name of 
'' The Duke's laws.'' 

Thofe. acts which were made in 1683, and after the Duke's acceffio~ 
to the throne, when the people were admitted to a p:trt of the Jegiflative 
power, are for the mofi part defaced or loft. Few minutes relating to 
them remain on the council-books, and none in the journals of the 
houfe. 

The aifembly convened in I 6g I, was the firft after the Revolution, 
and it may not be improper to- take fome particular no'"ice of its tranf­
ac1:ions ;_ becaufe all laws made here, antecedent to this period, are 
difregarded both by the legiflature and the courts of law t. 

Before this houfe proceeded to pafs any aB:s, they unanimouily re­
folved, " That all the laws conf nted to by the general aHembly, under 
James Dul~e of York, and ,the liberties and privileges therein contained, 

i!< On the 17th of March . 

tIn the collection of their aCls, publifhed in 1752, the compilers were diretted ~0 
begin at this. afiembly .. " ':fhe validity of the old grants of the PQ\Vers of government, m . 

feverv.l Ameucan co1omes, 1s very much doubted in this provinc ." \V. Smith, p. 73-
granted 
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granted to the people, and declared to be their rights, hot being obferved~ 
nor ratified and approved by his royal highnefs, nor the late king, are 
null and void, and of none effett: and alfo the feveral ordinances, made 
by the late governors and councils, being contrary to the confl:itution of 
England, and the praClice of the government of their Majefhes other 
plantations in America, are likewife null and void, and of no effett nor 
force within this province." 

Among the principal la:ws enatted at this feffion, it may be proper to 
mention that for efl:abli:fhing the revenue, which was draw n into pre­
cedent . . The fums raifed by it were made payable into the hands of the 
receiver-general, and iifued by warrant from the governor ; by which 
means his excellency became independent of the people for a time; and 
hence may be found frequent infl:ances of the aifemblies contending with 
him for the difcharge of debts to priYate perfons, contra<2ed on the 
public faith of the government. 

Thofe difl:rattions which happened in the provinces, fo intirely en-­
groifed the public attention, that the Five Nations, who had been .left 
f-olely to contend with the common enemy, grew difaffetted. T he M o­
hawks, in particular, highly refented this condutt; and, at the inftance 
of the Caghnuagaes, fent a meffenger to Canada to confer with Count 
Frontenac about a peace. To_prevent this, Colonel Slaughter had an 
interview at Albany, in June, with the other Four Nations, who ex­
preifed. their joy at feeing a governor again at that place. All the 
Indians, except the l\1ohawks, aifured the governor, at this meeting, of 
their r.efolution to profecute the war. The Mohawks confeifed their 
negociation with . the French, that they had received a belt from Canada, 
prayed the ad vice of the governor> and afterward renewed their league 
with all the Engliili. Colonies. 

Slaughter foon after re ·urned to Ne'.v York, and ended a fhort, . weak, 
and turbulent adminiih-ation; for he died fudden1y on the 23d day of 
July 1691. Some were not without fufpicions that he came unfairly to 

. his end; but the certificate of the phyfician and furgeons who opened 
his body, by an order of council, confuted thefe conjeB:ure.s, and his 
remains were interred 111 Stuyvefant' s vault, next to thofe of the old 
Dutch governor. 

At the time of Slaughter's deceafe, the government devolved~ accor~­
ding to the late att for declaring the ·rights of the people of this pro­

.vince, on the council, in which Jofeph Dudley had · a right to prefide: _ 
but·: 
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but they committed the chief command to ~ichard IngoHby, a captain 
of an independent company, who was fworn Into the office of prefident 
on the 26th of July 1688. Dudley, foon afterward returned to this 
province from Bofl:on, but did not think proper to difpute Ingolfby's 
authority, though the latter had no title, no-r the great eft abilities for 
government, and was befide obnoxious to the party who had joined 
Leifler. 

This fummer Major Schuyler, with a party of Mohawks, paffed 
through the Lake Champlain, and made a boJd irruption upon the 
:French fettlements, at the north end of it. De Callieres, the governor 
of l\1ontreal, to oppofe him, colleB:ed a fma11 army of Boo men, and 
encamped at La Prairie. Schuyler had r :veral conflicts with the enemy, 
and flew about '3oo of them, which exceeded in number his whole 
party. The French, ailiamed at their ill fuccefs, attriLu te it to the 
want of order, too many defiring to have the command. But the true 
caufe was, the ignorance of their officers in the Indian manner of 
fighting. They kept their men in a body, while the Englifh polled 
themfelves behind trees, hidden from the enemy. IVlajor Schuyler's 
defign, in this defcent, was to animate the Indians, and preferve their 
enmity with the French. They accordingly continued their hafiilities 
againfl: them; and, by frequent incurfions, kept the country in confiant 
alarm. 

/ 

In the midft of thefe diftreffes, the French gov rnor preferved I1is 
fprightlinefs and vigour, animating every body abou him. After he 
had ferved himfelf of the Utawawa5, who came to trade at l\1ont~eal, he 
fent them home under the care of a captain and I 10 men; and, to 
fecure their attachment to the French interefi, gave them two Indian 
pri~oners! and,. befide, fent very confiderable prefents to the wefiern 
Indtans, In their alliance. The captives were afterwards burnt. The 
'Five Nations, in the mean time, grew n1ore and n1ore incenfed, and 
continually haraffed the French borders. An Indian, <:alled Black Kettle, 
commanded in the incurfions of the Five Nations, and his fuccelfes, 
which continue~. the v~hole fummcr, fo exa~perated the Count, that ~e 
ortlered an Incttan pnfoner to be burnt anve. The bravery of this 
favage was as extraordinary as the torn1ents infliCted on him were cruel. 

Colonel Benjamin Fletcher arrived, vvith a commiffion to be governor, 
on the 29th of Augufi 169~, which was publiilied the next day, before 
the members in council. 

Colonel. 
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Colonel Fletcher · brought over with him a prefent to the colony, of 
arms, ammunition, and warlike fiores; in gratitude for which, he ex­
horted the council and a:ffembly, who were fitting at his arrival, to fend 
home an addrefs of thanks to the king. It confi.fts principally of a 
reprefentation of the great expence the province was continually at to 
defend the frontiers, and praying his Majefty's direB:ion, that the 
neighbouring colonies might he compelled to join their aid for the fup- ­
port of Albany. 

Fletcher- was by profeffion a foldier, a man of firong paffions, and 
inconfiderable talents; very active, and equally avaricious. Nothing 
could be more fortunate to him than his early acquaintance with Major 
Schuyler, at Albany, at the treaty for confirmation of the Indian 
alliance, the fall after his arrival. No man, then in this province, un-· 
dei·fiood the ftate of its affairs with the Five Nations better than Major 
Schuyler. He had fo great an influence over them, that whatever· 
~ider,. as they called him, recommended or difapproved, had the force· 
of a law. This power over them was fupported, as it had been ob­
tained, by repeated offices of kindnefs, and his fingular bravery and. 
aB:ivity in the defence of his country. Thefe qualifications rendered 
him fingularly ferviceable and neceffary both to the province and the· 
governor. For this reafon, Fletcher took him into his confidence, and,.. 
on the Q ; th of October, raifed him to the council-board. Under the ·· 
tutelage of l\1ajor Schuyler, the governor became daily more and more· 
acquainted with Indian affairs ; his confiant application to which pro-­
cured and preferved him a reputation and influence in the colony. 

The old French governor, who found that all his m·eafures for accom­
pli£hing a peace with the Five Nations proved abortive, was now medi-­
tating a blow on the Mohawks. He accordingly colleaed an. army of' 
6oo or 700 French and Indians, and fupplied them with every thing 
neceifary for a winter campaign. They fet OU( from Montreal on the 
15th of January :r.693, and had a laporious march until the 6th of 
February, when they ~~l~':'~ 1 by ScheneB:ady, and furprifed the Mohawk 
cafiles, and took about 300 prifoners. -

Colonel Schuyler went out againfi the enemy at the head of 200: 

militia, \Nho were joined by 300 fndians : but the latter were fearful to; 
fngage, and fu:ffered- the enemy to depart with little molefiation. 

Governor Fletcher embarkec' from New York with- soo voluntiers, 
and arrived at Scheneetady on the I 7th, which. w.as too late. to be of­

any 

3.I 



HISTORY OF BRITISH A'MERICA. 

any other ufe than to firengthen the ancient alliance*. But the Indians, 
in commendation of his atl:ivity on this occaGon, gave him the name of 
Cayenquirago, or " The great fwift arrow t" 

The governor returned to New York, where he met the affembly in 
the month of March, when he received the thanks of the houfe for his 
late vigilance. He met the Five Nations at Albany, in. July I 69 3, with 
a valuable prefent of clothing, ammunition, hatchets, and knives, 
which had been fent over for that purpofe by the cro\Yn. The Indians 
confented to a renewal of the ancient league, and expnjfed their gra .. 
titude for the royal donation in the tnofi refpeuful terms +· 

1--Iis excellency returned to New York, and met a new· affembly in 
September, when James Graham ·was chofen fpeak er. The governor 
endeavoured to procure the efiabliiliment of a n1inifiry throughout the 
colony, a revenue to his Majefty for life, the repairing the fort in New 
York, and the eretl:ion of a chapel. The zeal with which this affair 
was recommended, induced the houfe to appoint a committee of eight 
members, to agree upon a fcheme for fettling a minifiry in each refpec­
tive precintl: throughout the province. It was fo \varmly contefted, that 
the governor broke up the feffion with a very angry fpeech. 

Cettainly they deferved bett_er ufage at his hands ; for the revenue 
w.as continued five years longer than \Yas originally intended; which 
was rendering the governor independent of the people for that time; 
lJ ecaufe the affembly had then no treafurer, and the amount of all t_axes 
went of courfe into the hands of the receiver-general, who was ap­
pointed by the crown. Out of this fund monies were only iifuable by 
the governor'~ warrant; fo that every officer in the goyernment became 
intirely dependent on the goveraor. 

Governor Fletcher and his aifembly having come to an open rupture 
-in the fpring, he called another in June, of which James Graham was 
chofen fpeaker. The Count Frontenac was then repairing the old fort 
at Cadaraqui, and the intelligence of this, and the king's affignment 
-of ·the quotas of the feyeral colonies, for an united force, againft the 
,French, were the principal matters which the governor laid before the 
afii n. bly. 

~ Colden, I. P• .1 50. 158. t Ibid. :t: Ibid. p. 16r. 

As 
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As a number of forces were now arri-ved, the affembly were in hope~ 
the province would be relieved from raifing any more men for the 
defence of the frontiers; and, to obtain this favour of the governor, 
ordered 1 ooo f. to be levied, one half to be prefented to him, and the 
reft he had leave to difiribute among the Engliili officers and foldiers. 
A bill for this purpofe was drawn; but though his Excellency thanked 
them for their favourable intention, he thought it not. for his honour to 
confent to it. After paffing feveral laws, the feffion broke up in perfect 
harmony; the governor, in his great grace, recommending it to the 
houfe to appoint a cmnmittee to examine the public accounts againfl: 
the next feffions. 

In September, Fletcher went up to Albany, -with very confiderable 
prefents to the Indians; whom he blamed for fuffering the French to 
rebuild the fort at Cadaraqui, or Frontenac, which commanded the 
entrance from Canada into the great Lake Ontario. 

While thefe works were carrying on, the Dionandadies, who were 
then poorly fupplied by the French, made overtures of a peace with the 
Five Nations, which the latter readily embraced, becaufe it was owing 
to their fears of thefe Indians, who lived near the Lake Michilimakinac, 
that they never dared to march with their whole firength againft Canada. 
The French commandant was fully fenfible of the importance of pre­
venting this alliance. The civilities of the Dionandadies to the pri­
foners, by whom the treaty, to prevent a difcovery, was negociated, 
gave the officer the firft fufpicion of it. One of thefe wretches had the 
unhappinefs to fall into the hands of the French, who put him to the 
mofi: exquifite torments, that all future intercourfe with the Dionan: 
dadies might be cut off. 

I 

From the time Colonel Fletcher received his infirutl:ions refpetl:ing the 
quotas of thefe colonies, for the defence of the frontiers, he repeatedly, 
but in vain, urged their compliance with the king's direB:ion : he then 
carried his complaints ·againfi: them home to his Majefiy; but all his 
applications were defeated by the agents of thofe colonies who refided 
in Eng-land, and there demonfi:rated the inequality and impropriety of 
the demand. As foon therefore as he had laid this matter before the 
affembly, in autumn 1695, the houfe appointed William Nicol to go 
home in the quality of an agent for this province, for which they 

VoL. II. F allowed 
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llowed him 1 ooo !. But his folicitations proved unfuccefsful, and the 
inflruB:ion relating to thefe quotas, which is ftill continued, remains 
unnoticed to this day*. 

I 

The Count de Frontenac invaded the country of the Five Nationa 
with a great army in 1696 ; and the continual incurfions of the Five 
Nations fpread a famine again through all Canada, and fcalping parties 
were fent out on each fide until the treaty of peace ftgned at Ryfwick: 
in .I697· 

Richard, Earl of Bellamont in Ireland, fucceeded Colonel Fleteher ill 
the government of New York, where he arrived on the 2d of April 
I 698. His lord£hip was alfo appointed to the chief command of the 
Maffachufets Bay and New Hampiliire, as well as this provipce., where 
he was fent principally to flop the growth of piracy; and he appointed 
John Nanfan, who was his kinfman, lieutenant-governor. His Iord­
fhip's commiffion was publi£hed in council on the day of his arrival; 
Colonel F'letcher, who frill remained governor under the proprietors of 
Pennfylvania, and lieutenant-governor Nanfan, being prefent. 

In · I 700, a law was ordained for hanging every Popi!h priefi that 
came voluntarily into the province; which was occafioned by the great 
number of French Jefuits who were continually attempting to make 
Indian profelytes.; and it continues in full force to this day. -

J'he Earl of EeUamont die.d o.n. the sth of March 1701 ; and hi~ 
death ~as the fou.rce_ of new troubles, concerning the powers of g.overn· 
tnent, until the arrival. of Lieutenant-Governor Nanfan, who kttled the. 
controverfy by affuming the fupreme con1mand. 

The . affembly met on the I9.th of Auguft rro:t-, when Abraham 
Govern.eur was ~leB:ed f peaker ; and M·r ._ Nanfan, in his fpeech to the 
houfe, Informed them ''of the metnorable grant· to the crown, on the 
rgth of Ju1y" by the Five Nations, of a vaft traa of land, to prevent 
the neceffity of their fubmitt~~g to the French in cafe of a war~ that his 
Majefly had given out of his exchequer 8oo l. to be laid out in prefent~ 
to the Indians; and 2500 f. for ereQ:ing foit~ .. " J 

Edward, 
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'E.dwatd, Lord Vifcount Cornbury t, was appointed governor of this 
-province, where he a.rrived, with his lady and family, in I 70 I. I-Iis 
cotnmiHion was renewed by ~een Anne, who alfo appointed him to 
the command of 1\4ew-Jerfey, the govetnment of which the proprietors 
.had lately furrendered into her hands~. 

The following fummer was remarkable for an uncommon mortality, 
which prevailed in the city of New York, and makes a grand epoch 
among its inhabitants, difiinguifhed by the "Time of the great ficknefs." 
This was a fever brought from the ifland of St. Thomas in the VI eft 
indies; and Iilarty died of it. 

On this occafion, Lord Cornbury had his refidence at Jamaica, a 
·pleafant _village on Long Hland, inhabited partly by original Dutch 
'Planters, bt1t chiefly by New England ernigrattts-. His Ex:aellency 
was met her~ by the affembly. 

Lord Cornbury £hewed evident marks of a perfecuting fpirit during 
the whole of his adminiftration t, particularly in profecuting two pref­
hyterian minifl:ers, on a preten~e that they unlawfully preached with­
out his licence firft obtained, in derogation of the royal authority and 
prerogative. '; 

Lord Cornbury was no lefs obnoxious to the people of New Jerfey 
than to thofe of New York. They drew up a complaint againfl: him, 
which they tranfmi:tted to th~ ~een; who detbred fhe would _not 
fuffer her -tlearefi relation~· t'o 6pprefs ·her fubjefrs; in confequenc.e of 
";hich, the divefted liis lordiliip of all -his ..authority, and appointed.Lord 
Lovelace .in his ftead. 

As foon -as Lord Cornhuty was . fuperfed~tl, his creditors threw him 
into the cufl:ody of the lheriff of New York, where he remained until 
the death of his father, when he fucceeded to the earldom of Claren­
don, a:nd returned to England wi~h an infamous .character 11· 

t He was fon o.f th:e Earl of Clarendon, who refufed the oaths to King William and 
Q!een Ann e. ; and grandfon t~ the great ChanGellor Clarendon, who was alf.o grand­
father to ~een Mary and ~een Anne. · 

* Samuel Smith's Hifiory ef New Jerfey; p. i.OS.-336. 

t Smith, p. JII .-113. 

11 W. Smith's Hifiory of New York, p. n6. S. Smith's Hiftory of New Jerfey, 
p 3Jb. 
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John Lord Lovelace, Baro~ of Hurl~y, was .appointed to this govern­
ment in March 1708, but dtd not arnve until the x8th of December 
following, wh.en he was received with univerfal joy. Having dilfolved 
the general affembly foon after his acceffion to tke g()vernment, he con. 
vened a new one on the sth of April I zog_. 

The principal matter which engaged the attention of the afrembly 
was the affair of the revenue : but, on the Sth of May, they agreed to 
raife 2500 I. to defray the charges of government to the. Ift of May 
enfuing; of which I 6oo !. was voted to his Excellency; and the re­
maining fums toward a fupply of firewood and candles to the difFereiU: 
forts; as alfo for payment of fmall falaries to the printer, clerk of the 
council, and Indian interpreter. 

This new project, of providing annually for the fupport of gov.em,. 
tnent, was contrived to prevent the mifc4iefs to which the long revenues 
had formerly expofed the Colonifis: But, as it rendered the governor, 
and all the other fervants of the crown, dependent upon the affembly, a 
rupture mufi have enfued; which was prevented by the death of his 
lordihip, occafioued by a difafier in croffing the ferry at his firft arrival 
in the city of New-York, where his lady continued long after his death, 
foliciting for the fum voted to her hufband; and though the <l.!!een in" 
terpofed, by a letter in her behalf, nothing was allowed till feverai· years 
afterwards. 

Lord Lovelace being dead, the chief command devolved upon Richard 
Ingoldfby the lieutenant-governor, the fame who had exercifed the 
government feveral years before, upon the deceafe of Colonel SloughteL 
His fhort adminiftration is remarkable, not for his extraordinary talents, 
for he was a heavy man, but for a fecond fruitlefs attempt againft. 
Canada. Colonel Vetcn, wno had· been feveral years before at ~ec, 
and folfnded the rive~· of St. Lawrence, was firft projeCtor of this 
cnterpnfe. The miniftry approved of it, and V etch arrived in Bofton, 
and prevailed upon the New England Colonies to join in the fcheme, 
After that he came to New 1 ... ork, and concerted the plan of operations. 
It was at this juncture the firfi aB: of affembly for iffuing biBs . of 
credi~ was paffed; an ~~·pedient without which they could· not have 
con~nbute? to t~e expeditiOn, the treafuty being then totally exhaufted. 
U n1verfal JOY bnghtened every man's countenance, becaufe all e"pefred 
the complete reduB:ion of Canada before the enfuing falL Big with the 
pleafing profpeet of an event which. would put a period to all the ravages 
of an encroaching mercilefs enemy, extend the Britifh empire, and 

augment 
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a.ug.ment their trade,. they exerted themfelves to. the utmoft for the 
fuccefs of the expedition. 

Having thus put themfelves to the expence of above ~o,ooo /. toward­
this enterprife, the delay of the arrival of the fleet fpread a general 
difcontent through the country; and, early in the fall, the aifembly 
addreifed the lieutenant-governor to recall their forces from the camp ~ 
and V etch and Nicholfon foon after broke up the campaign .. 

Had this expedition been vigoroufly carried· on, doubtlefs it would 
have fucceeded. The public affairs at home were conduCted by a wife 
minifiry: the allied army triumphed in repeated fucceifes in Flanders ;­
and the court of France was in no condition to give affiftance to [() 
difiant a colony as. Canada. The Indians. of the Five Nations were 
engaged, through the indefatigable folicitations of Colonel Schuyler, to 
join heartily in the attempt ; and in America every thing was ripe fmr 
the attack. At home, Lord Sunderland, the fecretary of fiate, had pro­
ceeded fo far, as to difpatch orders to the ~een's !hips at Bofton to hold . 
themfelves in readinefs, and the Britiili troops were upon the point of 
their embarkation. At this junCture the news arrived of the defeat of the: 
Portuguefe, which reducing their allies to great fir.aita, the forces , in­
tended for the American, adventure were then ordered to . their affifiance~ , 
and the thoughts of the minifiry intirely diverted from the Canada.. 
expedition .. 

Impre!fed with a {trong fenfe of the rreceflity of fome- vigorous mea.1. 
fures againfi the French, Colonel Schuyler was extremely difcontente<t. 
at the late difappointment; and refolved to make· a voyage to England,., 
at his private expence, the better to inculcate on the miniftry the neeef..:.. 
fity of reducing Canada to the crown of Great Britain; for which pur­
pofe he propofed to carry home vvith him-fiv<2 Indian chjefs. 

The arrival of the five Sachems in England· made a great noife· 
through the whole kingdom. The mob followed wherever they went,-, 
and fmall prints of them were fold among the people. The court was. 
at that tim~ in mourning for the death of the Prince of Denmark; thefe 
American Kings were therefore· dreffed· in black under-clothe&· after the: 
Englifh manner·; but, infl:ead of a blanket, they had" each a [cadet-in-­
grain cloth mantle, edged with gold~ thrown over· all their other gar~­
ments. This drefs was diretled by the dreffers of the playhoufe, a:nd: 
given by the ~een, who was advifed to - make a iliew·, of them. AL. 
more than ordinary folemnity attended the audience · they had of hel." · 
Majefiy~ Sir ChaFles Cotterel· condutl:ed~ ~hem . in t w 0 coac-hes- to , St;., 

l ':lmr->c'c -~-· <>H.U"-'lil -· v ·!}, 
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Jarnes's; and 'the ldfd c}l~berlain intreduced them into the royal . 
prefence. 

While ~1one1 Schuylet 'Wft-s ·at .rhe l3ri~i~ court, Cocptain lngoldlby 
was difplaced, arid t;erard-us Berkm.an exetctfe<l the rpowers of g<.wern .. 
ment, from the I oth of April I7 10, until the arrival of Brigadier Hun .. 
ter, on the 14th of June following. 

Hunter was a native of Scotland, and, when a boy, put apprentice to 
an apothecary. He left :his nutfrer, a:nd went into the army;- and being 
a man of wit and perfona~ beauty~ recommended himfelf to ~ady Hay, 
whom he afterward marned. In the year I 707 he was appomted lieu­
tenant-governor of Virginia; but, being taken by the French in his voy­
age to that colony, he was carried into France; and, upon his return ;to 
England, appointed to fucceed Lord. Lovelace in the government of this 
and the province of New J er fey. .Dean Swift's letter to him,. during his 
captivity, fhews that he had the honour of an intimacy with Mr. Addifon 
and others, who were difl:inguiilied for their good fenfe and learning; and 
perhaps it was ·by their intereft he ~as advanced to this profitable place. 

I 

Governor Hunter brought over with him near three thoofand Palatines, 
who the year before fled to England from the rage of perfecution in Ger­
many. 

The late attempt to attack Canada proving abortive, expofed this colony 
to confequences equaU-y calamitous, drea<l€d and forefeen. While the 
preparations were ·making to invade it, the French ~4'"erted themfdves in 
cajoling their 'Indian aUks to affift in the repulfe; and as foon as ·the 
fcheme dropped, numer9us parties were fent out to harafs the Engliili fron­
tiers, which induced Governor Hunter, foon after his arrival, to make a 
voyage to Albany, whete he met the confederate chiefs, and renewed the 
old covenant. While there, he was firongly folicited by the New Eng­
land governments to enga.ge their I dia·ns in a war with thofe who were 
daily ravaging their, borders; but he prudently declined a meafure which 
might have expofed his own province to a general devafiation. A treaty 
of neutrality fubfifted at that time between the confederates and theCa· 
nada French and their Indians, which, depending upon the !aith of law· 
lefs favages, was at beft but precarious, and yet the only fecurity they 
had for the peace of their borders. A rupture between them would have 
involved the colonifis of New York in a fcene of mifery, at a time, of all 
others, moft unfeafonable. However, the people of New England might 
cenfure the governor, it was a proof of his wi1dom to refufe their requeft: 
for, befide the want of men and anns to defend the provinee, its forts 
·were fallen down, and the treafury exhaufred. 

The 
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The new afi<~mbly met at New York on the fidl: of September. The 
addrefs of the houfe was perfectly agreeable to the governor. They pro ... 
mifed t provide for the fupport of government, and to refiore the pub­
lic credi~, as well as to proteCt the fro~tiers. In anfwer to the clofe of 
his fpeech; they d'eclared their hope, that fuch as excited. party conte.n.-. 
tions might meet with as little credit and as much difgrace as they 
deferved. This unanimity, however, was foon interrupted. Colonel 
M orris, fot f01ne warm words dropped in a debate, was expelled the· 
houfe;. aod foon after, 4 difpute arofe between the coupcil and aliembly, 
concerning fom:,1e anH~ndn,1ellt& D;lade by th€ forrn~r 1X;> a bjJ;_ for the t,rea-­
furer's paying fundry fum~ of money. 

The five- Indian chieftains, carried to England QY Colou~r Schuyler,. 
having feen all the curiofities in London, and been much entertained by 
man¥ p(}rfons of diftinaion, returned to Bofion with Con:m~wdore Maxtin 
a_nq Colonel Nicb.olfou; the latter of whom commanded tl}e forct:_s defigned 
againft Port Royal and the coaft of Nova Scotia;. IQ this enterprife, the 
N:e.w England colonies, ~greeable to their wonted ~ourage and loyalty,. 
lent their affifiance; and the reduction of the garrifon, which was then 
called Annapolis, Royal, was happily .completed on the 2d of OCtober· 
1.7 I o. Animated by this q.nd fo(R€ other f~ceffe~ ifl NewfquQ<;lland, 
Nicholfon again. urged the prqfecl}.t.ion of the fcherne for -the r-e_cJJJCJ:ion of 
Canada; which, having been · ftr~ngly . r~omro~.t;l,dec\ by t.h<tln.d@n ~hie_fs,, 
as the only effeCl~al m~a,nf) to fecqre th~ f19rtheFn cotDJJje&, w:c;s now aK<J.ilill 
refumed~ · 

Toward the execution of this p;rojetl:,. :five thoufail;d troops from Eng-­
land aad-FlaJ;J,~ers wer.e fept over~ .un4~l dJ.e· C,91)1Jll_and of Brigadier Hill,, 
the brother·of .. Mr. Maiham, . th€ - ~e~n's new confident, on- the difgrace 
of the Dutchefs of Marlborough. The fleet of tranfports, under the con­
voy of -5ir Hoveden Walker1 arri-ved,_ a£t~r a mont4.'s . pafJ~ge, at Bofl:on, , 
on the 4th of June 171 I. The provifions, with which th~y expe.tted to . 
be fupplied there, being not provided, the troops landed. Nicholfon, 
who was to ccuntna:a4· the land forces, came immediately t<I ·New York~ . 
where Mr. Hunter conv€ned the aif€mbly, on th.e 2d of July., · 

The houfe waJS fo wel~ pleafed with the deGgJl u~p QapL\d~,_ tna.t they,· 
voted an aq~efs of thanks~ t<? the ~een, and fe~t S! f:?m!J1i:ttee to Nichol-­
fon, to congratulate his arrivaL In a few day's time, an -a.&: w~ts· paifed foti' 
r~i:fing forces; and the affembly, by a refolution, according to the gover~ 
nor's advice, refiricred the price ·of provifioM to te~t;lin particular fums-•. 
Bills of credit, for forwarding the expeditiol)') were now a1;fo firuck,. to -the: 
amount of x.o,aoo 1. · 

z ~~ 
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The French in Canada were n~t unapprifed of thefe defigns. Vau .. 
ureuil, the governor general, fent his orders from Montreal to the Sieur De 
Beaucourt, to haften the works he was about at ~ebec ; and commanded 
that all the ·regulars and militia iliould be held in readinefs to march on 
the firft warning. - , . 

As foon as the Marquis De Vaudreuil, by the accounts of the fiiher­
men, and two other ihips, had reafon to fufpetl: that our fleet was 
returned, he went to Chambly, and formed a camp of three thoufand men 

·to oppofe Nicholfon's army, intended to penetrate Canada at that end. 
But he was foon informed that our troops were returned, upon the news 
of the difafter which had befallen the fleet; and that the people of Albany 
were in the utmoft c-onfternation. -

The public debts, by this unfortunate expedition, were greatly increafed 
which occafioned a controverfy between the council and aifembly, con~ 
cerning the application of the public money. Both houfes adhered to 
their refpetl:ive opinions; in confequence of which,. the public debts 
r-emained unpaid. 

About this time, Colonel Hunter, by the advice of his council, b~ 
gan to exercife the -office of chancellor; naving, on the 4th of OCl:ober, 
appointed two mafters, a regifter, an examiner, and two clerks. A pro­
clamation was then ilfued, to fignify the fitting of the court on Thurfday 
in every week; which gave rife to thefe two refolutions of the houfe: 

" Refolved, That the erecting a court of chancery, withoutconfent in 
general aifembly, is contrary to law, without precedent, and of danger­
ous confequenee to the liberty and property of the fubjetl:s. 

" That the efiabliihing fees, without confent in general affembly, was 
contrary to law." 

The council made thefe votes the fubjeCl: of part of a long reprefenta· 
tio~, which they tranfmitted to the Lords of Trade, who approved of what 
the governor had done, and blamed the affembly; adding, " That her 
Majefiy had an undoubted right of appointing fuch, and fo many courts 
of judicature in the plantations as ihe iliould think neceffary for the diftri~ 
bution of juftice." 

Colonel Hunter, at the next meeting in May 17 1 ~, recommended the 
~ public debts to the confideration of the alfembly, who negleeted the matters 

laid 
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laid before them ; and the governor broke up the feffion by a fhort proro­
gation of three days, after which the aifembly was diftolved. 

Before the meeting of the next aifembly, the peace of Utrecht was 
concluded on the 3 Ifl: of March 171 3 ; by this treaty, the Britilh crown 
became intitled to the fovereignty over the country of the Five Nations, 
at leaft for any claim that could be alleged by the French. 

The new aifembly met on the 27th of May 171 3, when the governor 
acquainted them, that '' he was refolved to Rafs no law until provifion was 
made for the gover,1ment." A bill was accordingly paifed; as alfo an excife 
bill on fpirituous liquors, which now exifis, and produces about Iooo 1. a 
year into the treafury: but the debts of the government remained unno­
ticed until the .fummer of the year 1714, when it appeared that they 
amounted to 28,ooo 1. for the payment of which, recourfe was had to the 
public bills of credit, to be depofited in the hands of the provincial trea­
furer, and iifued by him only purfuant to the direCtions of the aB:. 

U·pon the death of ~een Anne, a dilfolution enfued of courfe, and a 
new houfe met in May I 715, which was foon diilolved by the governor, 
who was determined to fubdue thofe whom he could not allure. In the 
new houfe, June I 7 I 6, the governor obtained a majority, which _ he 
retained until I 718. 

T -he governor returned to England, where he fucceeded William Bur­
net, Efq; as comptroller-general of the . c'..lfioms at London, and Mr. 
Burnet fucceeded him as governor of New York, where he took upon him 
the government, on the 17th of September 1720. 

Mr. Burnet was a fon of that well-known Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bi!hop 
of Salifbury, who died in March 1714. This fon was of a more elevated 
genius than his father: he was a fenfible and polite gentleman, a good 
fcholar, and of a focial difpofition. 

Governor Hunter recommended all his old friends to the favour of his 
fucceffor; fo that few changes were made by him, except that Colonel 
Schuyler, who had prefided at the council-board in the abfence of Colonel 
Hunter, and Mr. Philips, were both removed fro1n that board, on ac\:ount 
of the oppofition they made to the continuance of the aifembly. 

The new governor made chief-jufiice Morris hi::; principal confident; 
Cadwallader Cold en, and James Alexander, Efqrs .• two Scotcp gent1e-

VoL,li. G meQ, 
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men, had the next place in his efieem; in which choice he ihewed his. 
wifdom, as they were both gentlemen of great learning, good morals 
and fol id parts. The former was well acquainted with the provinciab 
affairs, . and particula~ly tho~e relati~g to the India~. alli~s, ~s appears by 
his "Htfl:ory of the Five Indian Nation& of Canada, whtch he very jufily­
dedicated to the honourable General Oglethorpe, who was certainly the 
befi judge 'in the world of Indian affairs. Mr. Alexander was bred to the 
law, and had a great charaCler in his profeffion; nor was he unacquainted 
with the affairs of the public, becaufe he had ferved in the fecretary's, 
office, the beft fchool in the province for infirutlion in matters of govern-
1nent. 

Of all the governors of this provin.ce, not one h~d fuch perfeQ: and: 
extenfive views of Indian affairs,. and the dangerous neighbourhood of 
the French, as Mr. Burn et, in which M r~ Livingfion was his principal 
affifiant. His excell'ency's attention to thefe matters appeared at the very 
commencement of his adminifhation; for, in his ·firfi fpeech to the aifem­
bly, he endeavoured to implant the fame fentiments in the breafl:s of the 
tnembers; trying to alarm their fears by the daily adyances of the French, 
their poifeffing the principal paifes, feducing the. Indian allies, and in­
creafing their new fettlements in Louifia.na. 

Among the moft remarkable acrs paired at this feffion, may be reckoned 
that for prohibiting the fale of Indian goods to the French. The laft was­
a law very advantageous to the province; yet it became the fource of an 
unreafonab1e oppofi.tion again·ft the governor, which continued through 
his whole adminifiration. 

J\!Tr. Burnet's fcheme was, to draw the Indian trade into Engliih hands; 
to obfiruCl the communication of the French with the FiYe Nations, which 
gave them frequent opportunities of feducing them from their fidelity; 
and to regain the Caghnuagas, who became interefted in theli· difaffeLtion, 
by being the carriers between Albany and Montreal. 

Among thofe· who were more immediately prejudiced by this new 
regulation, the importers of thofe goods from Europe were the chief; and 
hence the fpring of their oppofition to the governor: but this was not 
the only firatagern of thofe who were - difaffeeted by the prohibition of 
the French trade. 

1'he London 1nerchants 'vere alfo induced to petition the King for ~n 
order to his governor, prohibiting the revival of the aCt made ngaini1 1t, 

or 
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or the paffing any new law of that tendency. The petition was referred 
to the Board of Trade, and backed before their lord!hips, with fuggefiions 
of the moft notorious falfehoods. The Lords of Trade prudently advifed, 
that no fuch direCtions fhould be fent to Mr. Burnet till he had an oppor­
tunity of anfwering the objeCtions againft the aB:. They were accord­
ingly fent over to him, and he laid them before his council. Dr. Colden 
and Mr. Alexander exerted themfelves in a memorable report in anfwer 
to thofe objeCtions, which drew upon them the refentment of feverai 
1nerchants in New York, who had firfi excited the London petition, and 
laid the foundation for a long variance between tbeir families. 

Governor Burnet tranfmitted this report to the Board of Trade, and it 
had the intended effect. 

"' 

Nothing could more naturally excite the jealoufy of the French than the 
·ereCtion of the new trading houfe at the mouth of the river Onondaga .: 
fearful therefore of 1ofing a profitable trade, which they had almoft intirely 
engroifed, and the command of the Lake Ontario, they launched two vef:. 
fels in it in the year 1726; as alfo tranfported materials for building a. 
large ftorehoufe, and repairing the fort at Niagara. The fcheme was 
not only to fecure to themfe1ves the entrance into the weft end of the 
Lake, as they already had the eaft, by the fraudulent erec'Iion of Fort 
Frontenac, many years before, but likewife to carry their trade more 
·wefterly, and thus render Ofwego ufelef.s, by {hortening the travels of the 
\V eftern Indians near two hundr~d Miles. 

Mr. Burnet laid the matter before the houfe, remonftrated againft the 
proceedings to Longuiel in Canada, wrote to the miniftry in England, who 
complained of them to the French court, and met the confederates at 
Albany, where he prevailed on them to difavow any conneCtions with the 
French : he alfo embraced this opportunity to procure from the Indians a 
deed, whereby they furrendered their country to his Britannic Majefiy, to 
be proteCted for their ufe, and confirming their grant in r7or, concern­
ing which there was no entry in the books of the fecretary for Indian 
affairs. 

The new aifembly met in September r 727, and conflfl:ed of members 
ill-affeCted to the governor, who revived the difcontents concerning the 
new court of chancery. 

The governor diifolved the affembly, quitted the government, and was 
appointed to the chief command of the Maifachufets Bay. 

G ~ John 
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John Montgornery, Efq; received the great feal of this province from 
Mr. Burnet, on the I sth of April 1728, having a commiffion to_ fuperfede . 
. llim here and in New Jerfey *... _ 

The governor was a Scotch gentleman;; ~d been bred a foldier; had 
ferved as groom of the bed~chamber to the Krng; obtained a feat in par­
ment; and thus paved his way to prefennel}t in America: " but iu 
talents for government, he was much inferior to his predeceffor; for he 
had neither ftrength nor acutenefs of parts, ancl was little acquainted with 
any kind of literature t.,. 

After. his excellency had obtained a· five year"s fupport, and paffed fome­
falutary laws, he went toAlbany, and held a treaty with the Six Natiom, 
for a renewal of the ancient covenant, which greatly circumvented the 
i:nfidious Frenah in their afpiring vi.ews.. 

The trade between Alban:y and M'ontreal was. ftill encouraged-, which_ 
was very- prejudicial to the· national intereft : and the year 173 I was difr­
tingniibed by the complete fettlement of the difputed boundary betweea 
this pr:ovince and the colony. of ConneClieut •. 

ll73I· Governor Montgomery died on the 31fi: of July IJji· ; and his death 
was much lamented~ as. h.e wa& remarkable. for a kind and generous 
man. 

The chief' command- then devoivecf upon Rip Van Dam, Efq; as, 
fenior: 'counfellor. He· was an- eminent merchant, and of a. fair eftate-

This admini!hation is unfortunately fignalized by the memorable en.,. 
croachment -at Crown Point. " The paffivenefs we difcovered on this . 
impudent and dangerous invafion of hi-s Majefiy's rights, is truly aft-o­
nifuing; and the more fo, as the crown had at th3t time four indepen,­
dent companies, which had long been pofied here for our proteCtion, at 

• the annual ex.pence of ahout 7 sool. fierling t.." 

Mr. V an am finiibed his adminiftration upon the 3 dl:' of Augufi
1 

I 73 2, when William· Coiby, Efq; arrived; with, a: commiffion to govern 
t-his and the province of Ne\.v Jerfey. .. 

The new gov.ernor, Coiby, and the late prefident, Rip Van Dam, liad: 
a fpirited contefi relative- to falary and perquifites, which was attended 

~ Smith, p. 17'3· t Ibid •. t Ibid. p. 1-79• 
with 
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witii oad circumfl:ances. The chief jufiice was Lewis Morris, Efq; who 
delivered his opinion of the illegality of the proceedings in the fupreme 
eourt, as in a court of equ-ity, and refufed to fit on the bench'; when the 
two other judges, James De Lancey, Efq; and Frederick Philipfe, Efq; 
determined in fa-vour of the governor, that their court was a court of 
£hancery, as well- as com·mon law. The governor then difmiffed the chief 
jufiice from the bench; and Mr. De Lancey filled his feat, which was an· 
infringement of the confiitution, as it was a compliment to the governor 
to give up the rights of the people, who were·to be deprived of the benefit 
of trials by juries. 

The fate pre.fident maae a noble remonffrance agai-nfl: the(e violent pr(}l­
ceedings of the governor; and the late chief jufiice publifhed his " Opi­
nion and Arguments· concerning the Jurifdiction of the fupreme Court of · 
New York, to determine Caufes in a Court of Equity;" wherein he fet 
the governor's unlawful transforming the ftrpreme court into a court of 
chancery in its true light; and in his letter to the governor, upon that 
occafion, told him as f6Hows : " 1 am hearti1y forry, Sir, for your own 
fake, as well as that of the public, that the King's reprefentative lhould: 
be moved to. f-o great a· degree of warmth, which I trufi could proceed: 
frmn no other reafon but my giving my opinion in a court of which I _ 
was a judge, in a point of law that came before me. If jpdges-are to be 
intimidated, fo as not to dare to give any opinion but what is pleafing to : 
a governor, and agreeable to his_ private views, . the people of this pro­
vince, who are very much. concerned, both with refpect to their lives and 
fortunes, and independency of thofe who are to judge of them, may pof- : 
fibly not think themfelves-fo fecure in e.ither. of them as the laws and his . 
Majefty intend they :fb.ould be~' 

This behaviour of the governor to the late prefldent and chief juflice · 
prepared the public, without fm·prize, to meet with the extraordinary 
.proceedings arbitrarily carried on againfl: Mr. Zenger, who printed the 
cafes of the inj.ured gentl-emen, by their. defire, and at their! expence.; 
which brought upon him the refentment of the governor; and -the chief · 
jufl:ice being difplaced, there were only the two judges left in court to tr;y · 
the printer for a libel again!t his excellency, wherein no , worf(l; was faid1 
Gf him than what the chief judge had declared to be againft law. 

Zenger"s firff news-paper was printed on the sth of Novembe-r. I 73_3..,' 
and he continued printing and publilhing them until January following,.,. 
w.hen_ the new chief juftice animadverted upon the dottrine of libels, in : 

· a long; 
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a 'long charge given in that term to the grand jury, of which Zenger'a 
paper was the principal object: b1:1t the grand jury was not thereby pre .. 
vailed upon to indiCt Zenger as expected; therefore the gentlemen of the 
council proceeded to take his papers into confiderafion, and fent a meffage 
to the general aifembly, to defire a conference between a committee of 
·both houfes about the proceedings to be carried on againfi Zenger. 

The general affembly refufed their concurrence 'vith the council, who 
-proceeded by themfelves in this extraordinary bufinefs ; and when the 
-quarter feffions for the city of New York began, on the 5th of November 
1 7 34, the iheriff delivered to the court an order, which was read, in thefe 
words: 

" At a council held at Fort George in New York, the 2d of Novem­
ber 1734; 

" P R E S E N T, 

"' His Exce1lency \V I L L I A M C o s B Y, captain-general and governor 
in chief, &c. 

Mr. Clarke, 
1\tlr. Livingfl:on, 
1\rlr. Cortland, 

I 

I 
Mr. Harrifon, 
Mr. Kennedy, 
Mr. Lane, 

1 
I 

Mr. Colden *. 
l\t1r. Ch. Jufiice, 
l\1r. Horfmanden. 

'' Whereas by an order of this board, of this day, fome of John Peter 
Zenger's journals, intitled, The New York Weekly Journal, contailling the 
frtjhefl Advices foreign and domeflic, N° 7· 47, 48, 49· were ordered to be 
'burnt by the hands of the common hangman or whipper, near the pillory 
in this city, on Wednefday the 6th infl:ant, between the hours of eleven 
:and twelve in the forenoon, as containing in them many things tending 
to fedition and faction, to bring his Majefty's government into contempt, 
and to difl:urb the peace thereof; and containing in them likewife, not 
.only reflections upon his excellency the governor in particular, the legif­
lature in general, but alfo upon the mofi confiderable perfons in the moft 
-difiinguiihed fiations in this province. It is therefore ordered, That the 
mayor an~ -magifirates of this city do attend at the burning of the feveral 
papers or JOUrnals aforefaid, nu1nbered as above-mentioned t." 

* Dr. Colden was that day at Efopus, ninety miles from New York, though mentioned 
as prefent in council. 

t Signed, " Frederic Morris, D. Cl. Con."-- It was direaed, " To Robert Lurting, 
Efq; mayor of the city of New York, and the refi of the magifirat-es of the faid city and 
county." 

The 
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The court refufed· to obey this order, " as they conceived· it to be no · 
mandatory writ warranted by law, nor knew of any law that authorized 
the making of the order aforefaid ;. fo they thought themfelves under no · 
obligation to obey it: which obedience, they thought, would be in them, 
the opening a door for arbitrary commands; which, when once opened, . 
they knew not what dangerous confequences might attend it. Therefore · 
the court conceived itfelf bound in duty, for the prefervation of the rights 
of the corporation, and, as much as they could, of the liberty of the prefs, 
and the people of the province, fince an aifembly of the province, and 
feveral grand juries, had refufed to meddle with the papers when applied . 
to by the council, to proteft againft the order aforefaid, and to forbidi 
a11 the members of the corporation. to pay any obedience to it, until it was· 
ihewn to· the court that the fame was authorized by fome known law,, 
which~ the.y neither knew nor believed that it was." 

The fheriff then moved, " That the court would direcl their whipper 
to perform the faid order:'" to which it was anfwered, " That, as he was­
an officer of the corporation,_ they would give no fuch order.'' ' Soon after · 
which the court adjourned, and did not attend the burning of the papers: · 
but the iheriff, about noon, after reading the numbers of the feveral: 
papers, which were ordered to be burnt, delivered them into the hands.. 
of his own negro, and ordered him to put them in the fire, which he · 
did; at which Mr. Recorder, Jeremiah Dunbar, Efq.~ .attended, with .. 
feveral officer-s of the garrifo'n·. 

The governor and his council iiiUed an order to the iheriff for· feizing 
Mr. Zenger, and (' to commit him to the prifon or common jail," where ­
he was arbitrari1y ufed, but fpeedily bailed, after a warm contefi at the 
city hall. The counfel * for lV1r. Zenger exhibited exceptions againfr-Lhe · 
legality of the court, which were taken in contempt, and thofe gentlemen 
were " excluded from any farther practice in that court." · 

Mr. Bradley, the attorney-general, laid an information againft Zenger 
for publiihing thofe papers, which he called libels. The court allowed· 
John Chambers, Efq. to be counfd for 'PAr. Zenger; and Andrew Ha­
milton, Efq. of Philadelphia, being informed of the import~nce, as well as 
the great expecration, of the iifue of the matter in difpute, came from 
that city,. in. a voluntary manner, to defend. the caufe of liberty. 

''· On Tuefday th e Q'9th of July I 735, the fupreme court of judica­
tru.:e opened, and on rnotiorr of Mr. Chambers for a ftruck jury, . purfuant : 

* Jamcs Alexander ancl William Smith, Efqrs. 
s; to 
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to a rule of the preceding tert?, th,~ cour_t were o~ opin'ion, !hat ·zelllger 
was in titled to have a firuck JUry; wh1ch he w1th great difficulty ob­
tained, according to his legal right, and the common method of proceed .. 
ing in law; for many pretended freeholders were illegally returned: at 
lafi, however, an honeft jury was impannelled, and confifted of the fol· 
!owing perfons : - . 

Hermanus Rutgers, 
Stanley Holmes, 
Ed ward Man, 
John Bell, 

I Samuel Weaver, I Ben. Hildreth, foreman 
Andries Marfchalk, Abraham Keteltas, ' 

I EgbertVan Borforas, I John Goelet, 
Thomas Hunt, Hercules Wendover. 

The trial began. on the 4th of Auguft 1735, which was thirty-five 
weeks after Mr. Zenger was confined in the common jail. The honourable 
James De Lancey, Efq. fat as chief jufiice, and the honourable Frederic 
Philipfe, Efq. as fecond jufiice. When the court was feated, the defend­
ant appeared, and his counfel came prepared to oppofe the information of 
Mr. Attorney General, who opened it as follows: . 

" That the information then before the court, and to which the de­
fendant Zenger had pleaded not guilty, was an information for printing 
and .publiihing a falfe, fcandalous, and feditious libel, in which his excel­
lency the governor was greatly and unjufily fcandalized, as a perfon that 
had no regard to law or jufiice; with much more, as would appear 
upon reading the information;" which was fortified only by innuendoes, 

' quirked, fcrewed, and .firained upon the vileft principles, and fharpeft 
tenter-hooks of the law. 

Mr. Hamilton pleaded Zenger's caufe, a caufe in which the whole 
body of the people were ·materially interefied, in a mofi mafterly manner, 
from the principles both of la.w and reafon, and obviated all the arbitrary 
principles and fophifiry urged on behalf of the profecution, to univerfal 
fa tisfac:tion. 

The jury withdrew, and foon returned, when they brought in their 
;verdiCt, not guilty; upon which there were three loud huzzas in the hall, 
then crouded .with people; and the next day Mr. Zenger was dif-charged 
from his imprifonment. 

The citizens of New York were fo wen pleafed with the -conduCt of Mr. 
Hamilton upon this occafion, that " at a common council held at the city 
hall, on the 16th of September 1735, it was ordered, That Andrew 
Hamilton, Efq. of Philade-lphia, ba-rrifter at law, be prefented with the 

freedom 
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freedom of this corporation; and that Alderman Bayard, Alderman John., 
fon, and Alderman Fell, be a committee to bring in a draught thereof.', 

~ Mr. Colden, vol. ii. p. II9-

VoL. II. H CHAP. 
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C H A P. II.. 

Boundaries, motmttzi'ns, rivers, lakes, atzd Indians; counties., t~wns, and 
inbabitants. 

KI N'G Charles II. 'in I 664 appointed coinmiffione-rs to fettle the· 
. bounda~ies of the feveral . colonies~ but fr?m mif1nformation they -
fettled the hne between New York and ConneCticut by a north-weft line, . 
which they "Ye1'e _made to believe wm'Ild leave tWenty -miles to New York _ 
o'n the eafi:-fide of I-Iudfon's river; whereas it fo~n 'C1"offed 'that river, and 
left feveral of the Dutch fettletnents there to the colonies of ·Maifachufet3 
Bay and Connetl:icut. This line is upon record in thofe provinces, though : 
they never took poffeffion thereof, as they might have done .. 

The partition line of New York with ConneCticut- was run by corn- ­
miffioners of both-colonies, and figried at the town of Milfonl .in Con- ­
neB:icut, by Colonel Thomas Dongan, governor of New York, and by 
Robert Treat, Efq; governor of Connecticut. It was confirmed by the · 
King in council on the 28th of March 1700; _ but as the line was not pro- ­
perly mar ked and diftingui£hed, efpecially as to the equivalent lands, it ~ 
was afterward finally run by both parties, and reconfirmed by the. King · 
in council, as related in the Account of ConneCticut. 

As to the eaflern boundary of the province of New York, it has been · 
claimed fo far eaft as ConneB:icut River; though this extenfwn has been 
contefl:ed, and the eaftern limit referred to a line paraiiel ,to, and at twenty 
1niles difiant eaft of Hudfon's River, oppofi.te the falls, and thence in a 
'due north line to the fouth boundary of Canada. 

, 

The north boundary of the province of New York is the fouth line of 
Canada; and probably it fhould begin at a point in a n1eridian twenty 
miles eaft of the crook or great falls ofHudfon's River, which running weft 
will crofs Lake Champlain, and tenninate in Cataraqui River. 

I 

Its weft line runs upCataraqui River and Lake Ontario, but terminates on 
Lake Erie, in north lat. 42 deg. complete. From Ofwego upon Lake On­
tario may be reckoned the~ breadth of the government of New York, about 
220 miles; that is, due weft from the Lake 200 n1iles to Albany or.Hudf 
fon's River, and from Albany twenty mil~s due weft to t~e weft hne 0 

the province of Mailach ufets Bay. 
The 
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The fouthern line of the province of New York is in feveral directions 
or flexures; I. Fron1 Lake Erie, along the north head-line of Pennfyl­
vania, in lat. 42. to Delaware River. 2. Thence twenty miles down that 
river to the north divifional point of New York and New Jerfeys, in lat. 
41. deg. 40 m. 3· Thence in a firaight line eaft 42 deg. to 41 deg.lat. 
of Hudfon's River. 4· Thence twelve miles down Hudfon's .River to 
the north end of the Hland of New York: then down Hudfon's River on 
the weft fide of New York: Ifland to Sandy Point, the entrance of 
New York road and harbour, about thirty miles. 5· Thence along the 
fouthern iliore of Long Ifland round the eaft, including Fiilier' s Iiland 
and Gardener's Hland, which lie near the entrance of New London har­
·bour in Thames River of ConneB:icut Colony: then along the northern 
:lhore of Long Ifland found, to over ... againft the mouth of Byram River, 
where the wefiern divifional line between New York and ConneCticut 
begins. 

Befide the main land country of New York, there are fome iflands be.:. 
longing to it; I. Long Ifland, called by the Indians Matawacks, and by 
the Dutch Nalfa·u; it lies in length from eaft to weft about I 20 miles~ 
and at a medium is about ten miles broad : its eaft iliore is a fandy flat, 
-as is _all the eaft iliore of North America from Cape Cod of New Eng­
land, in north lat. 42 deg. ro Pl· to Cape Florida, in about 2~ deg. north 
la t. Upon the iliore of Long Ifland are very few in~ets, and thefe very 
:lhallow: its north fide is good water, there being a found between it and 
the main land of ConneCticut: the wideft part of this near New Haven 
·of ConneCticut does not exceed eight leagues. Two-thirds of this ifland 
is a barren fandy foil. The eaftern parts were fettled frmn New England, 
and retain their cufl:oms : the wefl:ern parts were fettled by the Dutch, 
where many families to this day underftand no other language but the 
Dutch. It is divided into three ~aunties; QEeen's County, King's County, 
and Suffolk County; w-hich pay cohfiderably above one-fourth of the 
taxes or charges of the government of the province. Hell Gate, where 
is the confluence of meeting of ~he e~ft a-nd weft tide in Long Ifland 
found, is about twelve miles from the city of New York. Q. Staterr 
lfland at its eafi end has a ferry of three miles to the weft end of Long 
Ifland: at its wefl: end is a ferry of one mile to Perth Am boy of Eaft J er­
feys: it is divided from Eafi Jerfeys by a creek, in length about twelve 
miles, and about fix miles broad: it makes one county, called Richmond, 

_ which fcarce pays one in one and twenty of the provincial tax: it is all 
in one parifn, but feveral congregations, as an Englifh, Dutch and French 
congregation. The inhabitants are moftly Englifh, only one confider.., 
ab~e village; called Cuckold's Town. 3· Nantucket, l\1artha's Vine·yard; 

H2 wd 

sr 



HISTORy· OF BRITISH AMERICA~ 

fand Elizabeth HJands, formerly under the jurifdiaion of New York 
l , 
\but upon the. revolution they were annexed by the new charter of Malfa .. 
1

chuffets Bay to the jurifdiClion of that colony. N9t many years firice 
· fome of the free holders of thefe iflands; when occafionally in New York' 
were arrep.ed for the arrears of tlie general quit-rents of thefe ifland:. 

, 4· Manhatans, the Indian name, New Amfterdam, the Dutch name, or 
New York, the Englifh name, may be called an ifland, though it has a 
communication with the main land by King's Bridge: the whole ifiand 
being about fourteen n~iles long, but very narrow, is all in the jurifdiction . 
of the city of New York, and lies on th-e mouth of Hudfon's River. 

The n1oft confiderable high lands are the Ca~kill Mountains, wefl: of 
Hudfon's River, and about ninety miles north from New York. On the 
eaft and · fouth-eaft fides of the Catkill Mountains, feveral fireams run, and 
£all into Hudfon's River below Albany. On their north-weft fide pro" 
ceeds Schoraie River, which falls into the Mohawks River, a branch of ­
Hudfon's River, at Fort Hunter, about thirty miles above Albany. This 
Schoraie River in its· courfe comes within three or four ·miles of the main 
branch of the Delaware River; and from the fouth-wefi fide flows a con· 
fiderable branch of the Delaware. Conafoharie River falls into the Mo .. 
hawks River about ten m-iles above Fort Hunter, and comes- very near to 
a branch of Safquehana River; which branch is fo large, that, at eighteen 
Jniles from the Mohawks River, the Indians go down in canoes to all the 
In1ian fettlements upon Safquehana River. From this fituation- of thefe 
rivers,. no runs of water from the Catkill l\1ountains can-fall into Lake 
Ontario, the River Ohio, or into the Safquehana River. Excepting Long · 
H1and and Staten Hland, the main land fea~line from Byram River to New 
.York Hland, is very ihort. 

The fource of Hudfon's River has not been properly difcovered;· but in 
general it is known to be in the mountainous country between the Lakes 
Ontario and Ohamplain. In its courfe fouthward it approaches the Mo­
hawks River within a few miles at Saucondauga. Frmn thence it runs 
north and north ... eafierly toward Lake Saint Sacrament, now called Lake 
George, and is not above eight or ten tniles diftant from it. The courfe 
then to N~w York is very uniform, being in the main fouth 12° or I5° 
weft. The difl:ance from Albany to Lake George is computed at fixty­
five miles; but the river in that interval is navigable only to Batteaus, and 
interrupted by rifts, which occafion two portages of half a mile each; an.d 
in the paifage from Albany to Fort Edward, the whole land-carriage 1s 
about thirteen miles. There are three routs from Crown Point to Bud· 
fon's River in the way to Albany; one through Lake George; another 

through 
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through a branch of Lake Charnplain, bearing a fouthern courfe, and ter · 
minating in a bafon, feveral miles eafi: of Lake George, called the South 
Bay. The third is by afcending the Wood Creek, a !hallow firearn, ab~ut 
one hundred feet broad, which comes from the fouth-eafi, and empttes 
itfelf into the fouth branch of the Lake Champlain. The place where 
thefe routs meet on the banks of Hudfon's River, is called the Carrying 
Place. Here Fort Lyman, fince called Fort Edward, is built: but Fort 
William Henry, a much· ftronger garrifon, was erecled at the fouth end 
of Lake George, after the repulfe of the French forces, under the corn~ 
mand of the Baron D.ieikau, on the 8th of September 17 55· The banks 
of Hudfon's River ar~ generally rocky cliffs, efpecially on .the wefiern 
fbore. The paffage through the high lands affords a wild romantic fcene 
for fixteen miles, through fieep and lofty mountains. The tide flows a 
few miles above Albany: the navigation is fafe, and performed in £loops 
of about forty or fifty tons burden, extremely well accommodated to the 
river. About fixty n1iles above the city of New York, the water is frefh., 
and much lower in wet (eafons,. 

Tlie river is ftored with a variety of fiili, which renders a fummer's 
paffage to Albany exceeding amufing to fuch as are fond of angling. The 
tides, that is, the floods and ebbs, are about twelve hours later at Albany 
than at New York~. _ 

At about one hundred miles comes iri on the weft fide, Efopus, or Soaper's 
River, which is noted for the manufactures of iron pigs and bars, flour 
and malt. A little farther, on the eaft . fide of the Great River; is the 
Camp or Palatine Town, in the manor of Livingfion, about forty miles 
below Albany. At I 2 5 miles on the eafi fide falls in Kinderhook River, 
after receiving _Claverock River. , At 157 miles on the wefi fide is Cohoes, 
or the mouth of the Mohavvks River. At 162 miles is the mouth of 
Houfuck River, where are a fmall tribe of Indians, called Scatacookso 
This· H ·oufuck River is on the eafi fide of Hudfon's River, and comes frorn , 
the north-weft parts of New England. At zoo miles from New York is 
the elbow or flexure of this Great River at the Great Falls t. 

The fingular conveniency of Hudfon's River -to this province in par ti­
cular is very remarkable. The .whole province is contained in two narrow 
oblongs, extending from the capital eafi and north, having water carriage 
frQm the extremity of one, and from the difiance of I 6o miles of the other. 

' t .:.- , . 

• W. Smith's Hifiory of New York, p. 2or • . 

"'- Douglas, vol. ii,_. p. 2. 6 r. ~ 
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·By the moft accurate calculation, it has not, at a medium, above twelve 
miles of land ·carriage throughout its whole extent. This was one of the 
flrongeft motives to the fettlement of a new country, as it afforded the 

, eafieft and moft fpeedy conveyance from the remoteft diftances, and at the 
loweft expence: but the effeCl:s of this advantage are greater than have 

·been u{ua1ly obferved, and therefore were not fufficiently admired ·*. 

The circumference of the five great lakes or in1and feas of North America 
·are conjeCtured to be as fol.lows: Ontario, 200 leagues; Erie, 2oo leagues; 
~:Hurons, 300 leagues; Mtchagan, 300 leagues; and the Upper Lake, 500 
~eagues: but all the adjacent lands are referved for the Indians. 

It is neceffary to know fomething of the form of government among 
!the Five Nations in alliance with New York, becaufe it fiill remains under 
:its original fimplicity., and free from thofe complicated contrivances, which 
·have beco.me neceffary to the nations ·where deceit and cunning have in· 
creafed as much as their knowledge and wifdom-. 

The Five Nations confifl: of fo many tribes or nations, joined together 
by a league or confederacy like the Dutch United Provinces, and without 
any fuperiority of the one over the other. This union has fubfified f0 
long, that Europeans know nothing of its original: but thefe Indians are 
known to the Engliili by 'the names of Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onondagas, 
:Cayugas, and Sennekas. 

Each of thefe nation-s is again diV'ided into three tribes or families, who 
.difiinguiili themfelves by three different arms or enfigns; the Tortotfe, 
·the Bear, and the \Volf; ,and the Sachems, or Old Men of thefe families, 
:J:Ut t?is enugn or mark of their family to every public paper when they 
ilgn 1t. 

! 

Every nation is an abfolute republic by itfelf; and each cafile in the 
·nation makes an independent republic, governed in alJ public affairs by 
its own Sachems or Elders. The authority of thefe rulers is gained by, 
and confifts wholly in the opinion the reft of the nation have of the1r 
wifdom and integrity. They never execute their refolutions by force upon 
any of their people; for honour and efteem are their principal rewards, as 
ihame and diilionour are their puniiliments. They have certain ·cuftorns 
·which they obferve in their public tranfaB:ions with other nations, and in 
their private affairs among then1felves, which it is fcandalous for any one 

* Independent Refle6l:or, pul>-li.!hed in I 7 53· -
1 
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among thetn not to obferve; and thete always- draw after then1 either · 
p~blic or private refentment_whenever they are broken. 

Their leaders and captains, in like manrier, obtain their authority by the·· 
g~neral opinion of .their courage and conduct, and lofe it by a failure in. .. 
thofe virtues. -

Tlleii great men, both ' Sachems and capta-ins; are generally poorer-::­
than the common people; for they affeB: to give away and difiribute all 1 

the prefents or -plunder they get in ·their treaties or in war, fo as to leave 
nothing to themfelves. There is not a man in the minifiry of the Five · 
NationS- wlro has gained ,his office otherwife than · by merit: . there is not 
the leafi · fa1ary~ or any fort of profit annexed to any office, to temp~ the 
cGvetous or for-did; but, on the contrary, eve.vy •unworthy action is Ull'a- · 
v-c>idably attended with th€ forfeiture of their commiffion; for their autho­
rity is, only-the efteern of the people, and ceafes the moment that efieem 1 

is: loft. · Here may be feen the natural origin of all ·power and autho- · 
rity among a free P-eople; and whatever artificial power or fovereignty any 
man may have .acquired by the laws and conftitution of a ·country, his 
real power will he ever much greater or lefs .. in. p~oportion to tlie · eft~em 
the pe0-p,l~have .of .him •. 

The Five Nations- thirik themfelves qy nature fuperio'r to the ~ft of 
mankind~ and call themfelves Ongue-honwe; that is, men furpaffing all' ! 
other&. . This opi-nion; which they take care to' cultivate into their chil­
dren, -gives them that courage which has been fo terrible to all the nations 
of North America.; ~and they have taken fuch care to imprefs the· fame 
opinion of their. people on all their neighbours., that they,- on' all occa­
fions, yield ·the mofi. fubmiffive obedience to them. l\.1r. ·Colden fays, · he 
has been told by old men . in New England, who rem·embered the tim e 
w-hen the ,Mohawks made war on their .Indians; that as foon· as a fing!e 
M'ohawk was d1fcovered in the country, their Indians raifed a cry . from _· 
hill to ·hill, '' .A Mohawk! A Mohawk! ,,.., upon which 'they all fled like 
fueep before wolves,-without attempting to make the leaft refi.fi:ance; what- · 
ever odds were on their fide. The poor New England Indians immedi- ·· 

· ately ran to the Chdfi.ian houfe5, and the Mohawks often purfued them · 
.fo clofe1y, ·that ·.they entered along with them·, and knocked their brains · 
out in the prefence of the people of the houfe : but if the people had time 
·to-fhut the door they never attempted to force it;. and on no occafion did 
any injury to the Chriftians. All the nations round them .hav-e for many _ 
years ti~ntirely .fubm-itted to them, and pay a yearly tribute to them in-wa·rn­
pum. They dare neither make war. nor peace without ·the confent of the 

r . Mohawks~ . . 
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' 1\1ohawks. Two o1d men commonly go about every year or two to receive 
this trjhute; and Mr. Colden had often opportunity to obferve what 
anxiety the poor Jndian.s were under, while thefe two old men remained 
in that part of the country where he was. An old Mohawk Sachem., ·in 
a poor blanket and dirty fhirt, may be feen iifuing his orders with at 
arbitrary an authority as a Roman diB:ator. It is not for the fake of tti­
bute, howeYer, that they make war, but from the notions of glory, which 
they have ever mon firongly imprinted on their minds ; and the farther 
they go to fcck an enemy, the greater glory they think they gain. The 
I<' ive Nations, in their love of liberty and of their country, in their bra· 
very in battle, and their confiancy in enduring torments, equal the fora. 
-ti tu de of the mofi renowned Romans. Here may be finifhal their ge­
neral character, by what an enemy fays of them, Monfieur de la Poterie 

' ' in his I-Iiftory of North America. 

" ·When we fpeak," fays he, '' of the Five Nations in France, they 
are thought, by a common mifiake, to be mere barbarians, always thir.fi­
·ing after/ human blood; but their true character is very differeJ.ilt. They , 

· are indeed the fiercefi and m oft formidable people in North America; and, 
·at the- fame time, are as politic and judicious, as well can be conceived, 
· w hicli appears from the management of all the affairs they tranfaa, not 
only with the French and Engliih, but likewife with almofi all the Indian 
.nations of this vafi continent.'' 

Their matters of confequence, which concern all the nations, are tranf­
. aCted in a general meeting of the Sachems of each nation. Thcfe con­
-ventions are c01nmonly held at Onnondaga, ·which is nearly the center of 
their country; but they have fixed on Albany for the place of treating 
with the Britiih colonies • 

. They firiB:ly follow one n1axim formerly ufed by the Romans to in­
cteafe their firength; that is, they encourage the people of other nations 
to ~ncorporate with them: and when they have fubdued any people, after 

· they have fatiated their revenge by fome cruel examples, they adopt the 
refi of their captives; who, if they behave well, · become equally efteemed 
with their own people, fo that fame of their captives have afterward be- _ 

· come their greatefi Sachems and captains. The Tufkaroras, after the 
, war· they had with the people of Carolina, fled to the Five Nations, and 

are now incorporated with them, fo that they now properly indeed c~n· 
fiil ?f Six Nations, though they frill retain the old name of the Ft;e 
Natwns among the Engliih. The Cow etas alfo, or Creek Indians,. are 10 

~the fame friendlhip with them, 
· The 
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The Tuikaroras, fince they came under the province of New York, 

:behaved themfelves well, and remain peaceably and quiet; by which 

·may be feen the advantages of ufing the Indians well : and if they 

were {till better ufed, as there is room enough to do it, they would be 

proportionably more ufeful to the Britifh Colonifis. -

The cruelty the Indians 'ufe in their wars toward thofe that do not 

or cannot refifi, fuch as women and children, and to their prifoners, 

after they have them in their power, is defervedly held in abhorrence. But 

this cruelty is not peculiar to the Five Nations, as it is equally practifed by 

all other Indians. It is wonderful how cufiom and education are able to 

foften the mQ:fl: horrid actions, even among a polite and learned people; 

witnefs the Carthaginians and Phcenicians burning their own children 

alive in facrifice; and feveral paffages in the J ewifh hifiory ; and wit­

nefs, in later times, the Chri:fl:ians burning one another alive "for the 

fake of God.'' 

When any of the young men of thefe nations have a mind to figna-

1ize themfelves, and to gain a reputation among their countrymen, by 

fome notable enterprize againfi their enemy, they at firfi communicate 

their defign to two or three of their mofi intimate friends ; and if they 

come into it, an invitation is made, in their names, to all the yopng 

men of the cafile, to feafl: on clog's fiefl1. When the company is met, 

the promoters of the enterprize fet forth the undertaking in the beft 

colours they can: they boaft of what they intend to do, and incite others 

to join, from the glory there is to be obtained ; and all who eat of the 

clog's fiefh thereby inlift themfelves. 

Tlie night before they fet out they make a grand feaft, to which all 

the noted warriors of the nation are invited ; and here they have their 

war dance to the beat of a kind of kettle drum. The warriors are feated 

in two rows in the houfe ; each rifes up in his turn, and fings the great 

acts he -has himfelf performed, or the deeds of his ancefiors; and this is 

always accompanied with a kind of a dance, or rather action, reprefenting 

the manner in which they were performed; and, from time to time, all 

prefent join in a chorus, applauding every notable acr. They exaggerate 

and extol the glory which any of their anceftors have gained by their 

bravery and courage; fo that they work up their fpirits to a high degree 

of warlike enthufiafm. · 

They come to thefe dances with their faces painted in a frightful 

manner,' as they always are when they go to war, to make themfelves 

terrible to their enemies; and in this manner the njght is fpent. 
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Next day they march out with much formality; dre!fed rn their fine~. 
apparel, and in their march obferve a profound filence. The women on• 
thefe occafions always follow them with their old clothes, and they fend; 
back by them their finery, in which t}l...ey marched from the_ cafile: But 
before they go from this place where they exchanged their clothes, they 
always peel a large piece of the bark off fome great tree: they commonly 
chufe an. oak, as ~oft la.fl:ing: upon. the fmooth fid.e of this wood, they, 
w ith their red pa1nt, draw one or more canoes gmng from home, with. 
the number of men in them paddling which go upon the expedition;; 
and fome animal, as a doe or fox, an emblem of the nation againft 
w hich the expedition is defigned, is painted at the head of the canoes. 
for they always travel in canoes along the rivers, that lead . to the coun: 
try againft which the expedition is defigned, as far as they can •. 

After the expedition is over they flop at the fame places in their 
return, and fend to their caftle to inform their friends of their arrival, 
that they may be prepared to give them a folemn reception, fuited to 
their fuccefs·. Jn the mean time, they reprefent on the fame or 
fame tree near it, the event of the enterprize ; and now the canoes are 
painted with their· heads turned toward the caftle ; the number of the 
enemy killed is reprefented by fcalps painted black, and the number of 
prifoners by as many withs, in their painting not unlike pothooks, with 
which they ufually pinion their captives. Thefe trees are the annals, or· 
rather trophies of the F~ve Nations; and by them and their war fongs they 
preferve the hifiory of their great atchievements. The folernn reception· 
of thefe warriors, and the acclamation'S of applaufe which they receive· 
a t their return, cannot but have in the hearers the fame effeB:, in raifmg: 
an emulation tor glory, that a triumph had on the old Romans.-

After their prifoners are fecured·, they never offer them the leafl: 
violence; but, on the contrary, will rather fiarve themfelves tha-n fuffer 
them to want. N otwithftanding this, the poor prifoners afterward un­
dergo fevere puni{hments before they receive the Iaft doom of life or 
death. The warriors think it for their glory to lead them through all 
the villages of the nations fL1bjeCl to them, \vhich lie near the road; 
and thefe, to iliew their affeccion to the Five Nations, and abhor· 
rence of their enemies, draw up in two lines, through which the poor 
prifoncrs, fl:ark naked, rnuft run the gauntlet; and on this occafion it is 
always obicrved the women are much more cruel than the men. The 
prjf<mers meet with the fame fad reception when they reach their jour­
ney's cud ; and, afte r this, th y are prefented to thofe that have loft any 
relation in that or any former enterprize. If the captives be accepted, 
there is an end to their for row fr01n that Jnornent: they are dreifed as 
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ne as they can make them; they are abfo1ute1y free, except to return to 
their own country, and enjoy all the privileges the perfon had in whofc 
place they are accepted : but, if othen rife, they die in torments to 
fatiate the revenge of thofe that refufe them. 

If a young man or boy be received in place of a hu:fband that was 
killed, all the children of the deceafed call that boy, father; fo that one 
may fmnetimes hear a man of thirty fay, that fuch a boy of fifteen or 
twenty is his father. 

Their caftles are generally a fquare, furrounded with palifadoes, with­
·out any bafiions or outworks ; for, fince the general peace, their vil­
lages lie .all open. 

. Their only inflruments of war are mufquets, hatchets, and long 
·iharp-pointed knives; which they always carry about with them. Their 
·hatchet, in war time, is fiuck in their girdle behind them ; and befide 
what ufe they make of this weapon in their hand, they have a dexte­
-rous way of throwing it. They have in this the art of directing and 
regulating the motion; fo that, though the hatchet turns round as it 
flies, the edge always flicks in the tree, and near the place at which 
they aim at. The ufe of bows and arrows are now intirely laid afide, ex­
-(:ept among the boys, who are fiill very dexterous in killing fowls and 
other animals with them. 

-

They ufe neither drum nor trumpet, nor any kind of mufical infiru-
ment, in their wars. Their throats ferve them on all occafions where 
fuch are necelfary. Many of them have a furpriGng faculty of raifing 
their voice not only in inarticulate founds, but likewife to make their 
wa-rds underftood at a great diftance. ' 

They never make any prifoner a flave, but it is cuftomary among 
them to make a compliment of naturalization into the Five Nations; and, 
confidering how highly they value themfelves above all others, this muft 
be no fmall compliment : nor is it done by any general act of the nation, 
but every fingle perfon has a right to do it by a kind of adoption. 

The hofpitality of thefe Indians is no 1efs remarkable than their other vit­
tues.; as foon as any firanger comes, they are fure to offer him victuals : 

- but if there are feveral in company, and come from afar, one of their 
befl: houfes is cleaned and given up for their entertainment. Their eo m· 
plaifance, on thefe occafions, goes even farther than Chrifl:ian civility 
permit~; as they have no other rule for it, than the furnifhing their 
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guefi with every thing they think agreeable to hitn ; for which reafom 
forne of their prettiefi: girls are always ordered to waih themfelves, and 
drefs in their befi: apparel, in order to be prefented to the il:ranger for· 
hi&- choice, and the female who is preferred on thefe occafions performs 
all the dutie~ of a fond wife during the !hanger's flay : But this laft 
piece of hofpitality is now either laid afide by the Mohawks, or at leafr 
they never offer ~t to any Chrifiian. This nation, indeed, has laid~ 
afide many of its ancient cufioms ; fo likewife have the other nations. 
and have adopted European manners: therefore it is not eafy nowt~ 
difcinguifh their original and genuine manners from thofe which they­
have lately acquired ; and for this reafon it is that they now feldom 
offer viB:uals to perfons of any difiinction, becaufe they know tha~ their 
cookery is not agreeable to the palate& of Engli.fhmen., 

Polygamy is not ufual among them; and indeed, in any nati-on, where 
a:ll are on a par as to riches and power, plurality of wives cannot welf 

-be introduced. As all kind of flavery is banifhe&from the countries of 
the Five Nations, fo they keep themfelves free alfo from the borrdage· 
of wedlock; and when either· of the parties becomes difgufl:ed, they 
feparate without formality or ignominy to e1ther, unlefs it be occafioned' 
by fome fcandalous offence in one of them : And in cafe of divorce, 
the children, according to the natural courfe of all animals, follow the 
mother. The women here bring forth their children with as much eafe 
as other animals, without the help of a midwife, and foon afrer their 
delivery return to . their ufual employment. They alone alfo perform 
a1I the drudgery abo.ut their houfes ; they plant their corn, and labour 
it in every refpect until it is brought to the table : they Iikewife cut all 
their firewood, and bring it home on their backs, and in their marches 
bear the burdens. The men difdain aH kind of labour, and employ 
t:hemfelves alone in hunting, as the only proper bufinefs for foldiers. 
At times, when it is not proper to hunt, a {hanger will find the old: 
men i'n companies, in- converfation; the young men at their exercifes, 
fhooting at marks, throwing the hatchet, wrefrling or running, and the. 
women all bufy at l-abour io the fields. 

Theft is very fcandalous among them, and i-t is neceffilry it {hould be 
fo among all Indians, fin.ce they. have no locks hut thofe of their honefty 
to preferve- their good&. 

There is one vice whi.ch the Indians have fallen into fince their ac· 
quaintance wi~h the Chri.fhans, and of which they could not be guilty 
before that t1me, that 1s, drunkennefs. lt is firano-e how· all the 
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I nd'ian nations, and almofi every perfon among them, male and female,­
are infatuated with the love of fhong drink : they know no bounds 
to tlheir defire while they can [wallow it down, and then indeed the 
greatefi man among them fcarcely deferves the name of a brute. 

They never have been taught to conquer any paffion, but by fome 
contrary paffion ; and the traders, with whom they chiefly converfe, are· 
fo far from giving them any abhorrence of this vice, that they encou­
rage it aU they can, not only for the profit of the liquor they fell, but 
that they may have an opportunity to impofe upon them: And this, as· 
they chiefly drink fpirits, has defiroyed greater numbers than all their. 
wars and difeafes _put together.-

T h.e peopfe of the Five Nati~ns are much gi'ven to fpeech-making,. 
ever the natural confequence of a perfect republican government. 
\Vhere no fingle perfon has a power to compel, the arts of perfuafi on 
alone muft prevail. · As their beft fpeakers diftingui£h themfelves in 
their public councils and treaties with other nations, and thereby gain 
the efl:eem and app1aufe of their- countrymen, the only fuperior ity which 
any one of them has over the others, it is-probable they apply themfelves ­
to this art by forne kind of ftudy and exercife, in a great meafure. " It 
i-s impoffiole, fays Mr. Colden, for me to judge how far they excel, as 
I am ignorant of their language ; but the fpeakers whom I have heard. 
had all a great fluency of words, and much more grace in their manner. 
than any man- could expect among a peopte intirely ignorant of all the 
liberal arts and fciences." 

As to wnat religious notions they nave, it is difficuft to judge of them ; 
becaufe the Indians that fpeak any Engli!h, and live near the Colonifis r 
have learned many things ·of them; and it is not eafy to diftingui1h the· 
notions they had original]y among themfelves, from thofe they have 
learned of the Chrifl: ians. It is certain they have no kind of publ ic· 
wor!h ip, and it i3 · faid they have no radical word to exprefs God, but 
ufe a compound word fignifying the preferver, fufia iner, or mafi:er, of 
the univerfe ; neither is it known what fentiments they· have of a future 
exiflence. T heir funeral rites feem to be formed upon a notion of fome 
kind of exifte nce after death. They make a large round hol e, in which 
the body- can be placed upright, or upon its haunches; which, after ­
the body is placed in it, is covered with . timber to fupport the earth 
which they lay ~ve r, and thereby keep the body free from being preifed ·; 
and then they ra1fe the earth in a round hill over it. Th'ey always drefs­
t:he cor.pfe in all its finery , and put wampum. and other things. into the · 
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grave with it: the relations fuffer not grafs or any weed to grow on the 
grave, and frequently vifit it with lamentations : but whether thefe 
things are done only as marks of refpeCl: to the deceafed, or from a 
a notion of fome kind of exiflencc after death, muft be left to the 
judgment of the reader. They are very fuperfiitious in obferving omen-s 
and dreams; and are obferved to !hew a fuperftitious awe of the owl, 
and be highly difpleafed with fome that mimicked the cry of that bird 
in the night. An officer of the regular troops reported, that while he 
had the command of the garrifon at Ofwego, a boy of one of the far 
wefiward nations died there. . The parents made a regular pile of fplit . 
wood, laid the corpfe upon it, and burnt it. While the pile was burn­
ing, they flood gravely looki ng on, without any lamentation ; but when 
it was burnt down, they gathered up the bones with many tears, put 
.them into a box, and carried them away. 

~een Anne fent over a m1ffionary to refide among the Mohawk~ 
and allowed him a fufficient fubf1fience from the privy purfe. She fent 
fu rniture for a chapel, and a valuable fet of plate for the communion 
table; and the like furniture and plate for each of the other nations; 
though that of the Mohawks only was applied to the ufe defigned. 

1'he common prayer, or at leafi a confiderable part of it, was tranilated 
·alfo into their language, and printed. Some other pieces were Iikcwife 
tranflated for the 1ninifier's ufe, particularly, an expoGtion of the creed, 
.decalogue, lord's prayer, and church catechifm, and a difcourfe on the 
facraments. 

But as that minifter was never able to attain any tolerable knowledge 
of their language, and was naturally a heavy man, he had little fuccefs, 
and his allowance failing, by the queen's death, he left them. Thefe 
nations had no teacher from that time until within thefe few years, that 
a young gentleman, out of pious zeal, went voluntarily among the 
Mohawks. He was at firft intirely ignorant of their language, and 
had no interpreter, except one of the Indians, who underftood a little 
Engliih, and had ·in the late miffionary"'s time learned to read and write 
in his own language. He learned from him how to pronounce the 
words in the tranflations, which had been made for the late miffionary's 
ufe. He fet up a fchool to teach their children to read and write the!r 
own language ; and they n1ade furprifing proficiency, confidering the1r 
·mafier did not underfiand their language. " I happened to be in the 
Mohawk country, fays Mr. Colden, and faw feveral of their perform­
ances: I W.as prefent at their wodhip, where they went through fome 
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part of the common prayer with great decency. I was Iikewife prefent 
feveral times at their private devotions, which fome of them performed 
morning and evening." 

There is one cufiom their men confiantly obferve, which I mufi: not 
forget to mention : That if they be fent with any meffage, though it 

emand the greatefi difpatch, or though they bring intelligence of any 
· mminent danger, they never tell it at the firfi: approach; but fit down 
for a minute or two at leafi: in fi.lence, to recolleB: themfelves before they 
fpeak, that they may not fhew any degree of fear or furprize by an in­
de~ent expreffion. Every fudden repartee, in a public treaty, leaves 
with them an impreffion of a light inconfiderate mind: but in private 
converfation they ufe and are as delighted with brilk witty anfwers as 
we can be. By this they fhew the great difference they place between 
the converfations of man and man, and of nation and nation ; in which, 
and a thoufand other things, they might well be . an example to the 
European nations -* . 

A fubfequent writer t lias alfo given us a fummary view of the hif­
tory and character of the Five Nations; by the Dutch called Maquaas; 
by the French Iroquois ; and by us Five Nations, or Six Nations, and 
lately the confederates·; who are greatly diminifhed, a.nd confi fi: nov'1 
only of about I 200 fighting men. This author obferves, " That the 
manners of thefe favages are as fimple as their government. Their 
houfes are a few crotched ftakes thrufi: into the ground, and overlaid 
with bark. A fire is kindled in the middle, and an aperture left at the 
top for the conveyance of the frnoke. Whenever a conflderable number 
of thofe huts are colleB:ed, they have a cafl:le, as it is called, confifting 
of a fquare without baftions, furrounded with pallifadoes. They have 
no other fortification; and this is only defigned as an afylum for their 
old men, their wives and children, . while the reft are gone out to war. 
They live almofi intirely vvithout care. \ bile the women or fquavvs , 
cultivate a little fpot of ground for corn, the men fupply themfelves in 
hunting. As to clothes, they ufe a blanket girt at the waifi, and thrown 
loofely over their lhoulders. Some of their women, befides this, have 
a fort of a petticoat, and a few of their men have fhirts ; but the 
greater part of them are generally half naked. In winter their legs are . 

* " The Hi.fion of the Five Indian Nations of c_,nada which are dependen t upon the 
province of New York, by ti'le h~nourable Cadwallader Colden , Efq. one of his Maj efiy's 
council, and furveyo r· general of N ev; York, vol. i. p. 1.-20." 

t ·w. Smith's Hifrory of New York, p • • A· 
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covered with fiockings of blanket, and their feet with focks of deer 
fkin. Many of them are fond of ornaments, and their tafte is very 
fingular I have feen rings affixed, not only to their ears, but to their 
nofes. Bracelets of filver and brafs round their wrifts are very common: 
·the women alfo plait their hair and tie it up in a bag, perhaps in imi. 

' tation of the French beaus in Canada. Though the Indians are capable 
of fuftaining · great hardfhips, yet they cannot endure much labour. 
being rather fleet than firong. Their men are generally taller than th~ 
Europea~s, rarely corpulent, always b~ardlefs, firai~ht limbed, of a tawny 
complexwn, and black uncurled hatr. In the1r food they have no 
rnanner of delicacy; for- though venifon is their ordinary diet, yet 
fometimes they eat dogs, bears, and even fnakes. Their cookery is of 
two kinds, boiled or roafl:ed ; to perform the latter, the meat is pene. 

' trated by a lhort lharp ftick fet in the ground, inclining towards the fire, 
aBd turned as occafion r.equires t·" 

The fame author fays, " As to the language of the Five Nations, 
the befi account he had of it was contained in a letter from the Reverend 
Mr. Spencer, who refided among them in the year I748, being then a 
miffionary from the Scotch Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge;" 
And he wrote as follows : 

That '' though he was very defirous of learning the Indian tongue, 
yet through his lhort refidence at Ononghquage, and the furly difpa. 
i1 tio.Q of his interpreter, he confeffed _his proficiency was not great. 
That, except the Tufcaroras, all the Six Nations fpoke a language radi­
cally the fame. It is very mafculine and fonorous, abounding with gut· 
turals and firong afpirations, but without labials. Its folemn grave tone 
is owing to the generality of its feet, as may be obferved in ·the follow­
ing tran!lation of the Lord's Prayer, in which he had diftinguifhed the 
time of every fyllable by the common marks ufed in profody :'' 

Soungwauneha, diurounkyawga, tehseetil.roan, fauhsoneyoufta, 
Esa, sawaneyou, Okettil:Ihsela, etmeauwoung, na, caurounkyawga," 
N ug h wonlhauga, neattewehnesala-tiga, ta ugwaunau toronoantoughsikt 
Toantaugweleewheyoufiaung, cheneeyout, 
Chaquatautalehwheyolifiaunna, toughfaw, taugwaufsareneh, 
Tawautottenaugaloughtoungga, nafawne, sacheautaugwafs, 
Coa nlehsalohaunzaickaw, esa, sawauneyou, esa, safhautzd1, esa, 
So·ung wifoung, chenneauhai1ngwa, auwen •. 

~ W. Smith's Hifiory of New York, p. 36. 
''That 
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t' That the extraordinary length of Indian werds, and the guttural 
afpirations neceffary in pronouncing them, ren~er th.e fpeec~ ex.tremely 
rough and difficult. The verbs never change 1n theu· termmatwns, as 
in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; but all their variations are prefixed. Befides 
the fingular and plural; they have alfo the dual number. A firange 
tranfpofition of fyllablea of different words, Euphonice gratia, is very 
comn10n in the Indian tongue, of which this is an inftance. og!Wi 
fignifies fire, and Cawaiinna great; but infl:ead of joining the adjeClive 
and fubfl:antive to fay great fire, Cawaunna 6g111a, both words would 
be blended into this one, Co-g'illa-waunna. The dialeCl of the Oneydas 
is fofter than that of the other nations; and the reafon is, becaufe they 
have more vowels, and often fupply the place of harfh letters with 
Jjquids. Inftead of R they always ufe L: Rebecca would be pronounced 
Lequecca." 

Another writer *, :!till of more eminence, has very accurately treated 
of Indian affairs, politics, and grants ; as alfo of the European en­
croachments, unfair trading, and unjufi claim of dominion over the 
Indians ; the danger of Indian hofiilities, and the neceffi ty of a faithful 
alliance with them : in which hope, and with this view, he has endea_­
voured to fiate the Indian rights, and our duty toward them; and to 
point out that line of ~ondutt which leads to it. 

The -confideration of this country, fo far as it is conneB:ed with, or 
has any effeCl -upon, the interefis and politics of the Britifh fettlements, 
prefents itfelf to view divided into two ideas. Ifi, The country between 
the fea and the mountains : 2dly, The mountains themfelves. The 
firfi part is, almofi throughout the whole, capable of culture, and is 
intirdy fettled : The fecond, a-wildernefs, in which is found here and 
there, in fmall portions in comparifon of the whole, folitary detached 
fpots of ground fit for fettlements. The reft is nothing but a cover for 
vermin and rapine, a den for wild beafts, and the wilder favages who 
wander in it. 

Mr. Pownall tells us that the Indians themfelves defcribing, under 
confiden:e, to a friend of his at Onondaga, this their fituation, faid, 
" That 1t had many advantages fuperior to any other part of America. 

* " ~he A.dmini!l:r.ation ~f t~e Colo~ i es , by Thomas Pownall, late governor and com­
~ander m ch 1ef of-h1s MaJefly s provmces, Maifachufets Bay and South Carolina, and 
beutenant-governor of New Jerfey." Publilhed in 1768. 
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The endlefs mountains feparate them from the Engliili aU the way front 
Albany to Georgia. If they fhould have any defign againft the Englifh, 
they could fuddenly ccme down the Mohawks river, the Delaware, . 
Sufquehanna_, and Potomack, and that with the fiream. They had the 
fame advantage of invading the French by the waters of the rivers St. 
Lawrence, Sorel, and others. lf the French fhould prevail againft that 
country, they could, with their old men, wives, and children, come 
down the :fl:reams to the Engliili. If the Engliili fuould prevail in attack­
ing their country, they had the fame conveyance down to the French. 
and if both ihould join againfi: them, they could retire acrofs the lakes/ 

Hunting being but the amufement, the diverfion· of a nation of 
fettlers, the rights and laws of it may not appear as national points; 
but to a nation of hunters, thefe become the n.a tional interefl:s and the 
law of nations; a violation of which was the caufe of the war between 
the Five Nation confederacy, and the Oilinois. The Ohio-hunt to the 
fouth eafi of Lake Erie was comtnon to thefe nations: the laws of the · 
hunt required, that at each beaver pond the Indians iliould leave a cer­
tain number of males and females: but the Oilinois, on fame occaf10n . 
of pique, deflroyed all ; therefore the Five Nations declared war againft 
the Oilinois. The Indian war ends not but in the total reduction of the 
one or the other, and the Oilinois were totally conquered; after which, 
the conquered country, as well as the hunt, became the right of the 
Five Nations, and were, among the reft of their lands, put by them 
into the hands ~f the Englifh in truft ~~. 

'The right of the Five Nation confederacy to their dwelling lands and 
the hunting ground of Couxfachraga, and even down to the bottom of 
Lake Champlain, was never difputed. The lands to the northward of 
Regiochne and la Galette have long fince been ceded to the Canada In­
dians as an hunting ground. 

In the year 1684, the Five Nations, finding themfelves hard preffed 
by the French and their Indians, did, by a treaty at Albany, put the 
lands and caftles of the Mohawks and Oneidas under the proteCtion of 
the Engli{h government ; and the Engli{h accordingly undertook the 
tru£1: to guarantee them to thefe Indians : and, as the external mark by 
which this atl: and deed ihould be announced, the Indians defired that 
the Duke of YorL'.s arms might be affixed to their caftles. 

~ lbid. p. 26o. 
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'The right of the Five Nation. confederacy to the hunting lands of 
~Ohio Tieuckfouchrond ite and Scaniaderiada, by the conquefi they had 
·made' in fubduing the Shaoanaes or Delawares, Twitl:wes, and Oilinois, 
may be fairly proved, as they flood poffefied thereof, at the peace of 
.Ryfwick in 169i *· 

The ·Five Nations had feveral years carried on a defiructive war 
againft the French of Canada: but foon after the news of the peace of 
Ryfwick arrived at New York, th~ governor fe.n.t. an e~pref-s to Canada, 

' to inform the governor there of It, that hoftilities mtght ceafe. The 
Five Nations having an account of the peace earlier than they had it in 
Canada, took-advantage of it, in hunting beaver near Cadarackui fort; 

Tw hich occafioned fome difputes in 1699 t. 
Thefe Indians, -in I ;or, put all their hunting l<inds under the pro­

'tetl:ion of -the Engli!h, as appears by the record-s, and by the .recital and 
,confirmation thereof in a formal deed. 

In the -year 17 2 6, the Seneccas, Cayougaes, and Ononda-agaes~ ac­
ceded to the Jame terms of alliance in which the Mohawks and Oneidas 
were already engaged : fo that the whole of the dwelling and hunting 

qands of the :Five Nation confederacy were put under the protection of the 
Engli!h, and held by them in truft, for and to the ufe of -thefe Indian-s 
:and their pofteri ty :f:. 

The European land worker-s, when they ·came to fettle "in America, 
began trading with Indians, and obtained leave of them to cultivate 
-fmall traCts as fettlements or dwellings. The I-ndians, having no other 
-idea o_f property than

1 
what was co~formable to their tranfient te~porary 

dwelling places, eafi1y ·granted this. When they came to perceive the 
very different effeB: of rettl~ments of Iandworkers creating a permanent 
·property . .a1way~ ~tendmg Itfelf, ·they. became very uneafy,; yet, in the· 
true fptnt of Jufhce and honour, ab1ded by the effecrs of -conceffions 
which they had made, but which they would not have made had they . 
:underftood the force of them before-hand. 

:From this moment the politics of the Indians were fixed on~ . and 
tonfined to two points: 1ft, The guarding their dwelling lands and 
their hunts from the encroachments of the European fettlers : 2d, The 

t Colden, vol. i. p. 205. ~ Mr. Pownall, p. 270. 

perpetually 
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perpetually labouring to efiabliih fome equitable and fixed regulations in 
the trade carried on between them and the Europeans. 

The European encroachments, not only by the extent of their fettle .. 
mcnts, but by their prefuming to build forts in the Indian dwelling 
la1~ds, and in th.e terri~ories of their hunts,. without. leave, or by col­
lu iJOn ; and the 1mpofitwns and frauds committed aga1nfi the Indians in 
trading with them, have been the occafion of confiant complaint from the 
Indi ans, and the invariable fources of Indian hofl:ilities : yet even thefe 
might have been furm ounted, were it not that we haYe conftantly added 
an aggravn tion to th is injufiice, by claiming a dominion in confequence 
of a landed poiTeHion. Againft this the free fpirit of an Indian will 
revolt to th e lafi drop of his blood. This will be a perpetual, unremitted 
caufe of war againfl: us. Againft it, they have at all times, and upon 
all occafions, protefl:ed, and they will never give it up. The European 
power may perhaps finally extirpate them, but can never conquer 
them. T he perpetual increafing generations of Europeans in America 
may fu pply numbers, that muft, in the end, wear out thefe poor Indian in­
habitants f rom their own country; but we fhall pay dear, both in blood 
a nd treafure, in the mean while, for our injufhce. Our frontiers, from 
the nature of advancing fettlements, difperfed along the branchings of 
the upper parts of our rivers, and fcattered in the difunited valleys amidft 
the mountains, mufi be always unguarded and defencelefs againft the 
incurfions of Indians. A fettler, wholly intent on labouring on the 
foil, can not fiand to his arms, defend himfelf againfi, nor feek his 
enetpy; environed with woods and fwamps, he knows nothing of the 
country beyond his farm: the Indian knows every fpot for ambufu or 
defence. The farmer, driven from his little cultured lot into the woods, 
is lofi: the Indian in the woods is every where at home; every bufh, every 
thicket, is a camp to the Indian, from whence, at the very moment 
when he is fure of his blow, he can rulh upon his prey. The farmer's 
cow, or his horfe, cannot go into the woods, where alone they muft 
fubfift : his wife and children, if they lhut themfelves up in their poor 
wretched loghoufe, w ill be burned in it; and the hu£bandman in the 
field will be lhot down while his hand holds the plough. An European 
fettler can make but momentary efforts of war, in hopes to gain fame 
point, that he may by it obtain a feries of fecurity, under which to work 
his lands in peace : The Indian's whole life is a warfare, and his ope· 
rations never difcontinued. In fhort, our frontier fettlements muft ever 
lie at the mercy of the favages; and a fettler is the natural prey to an 
Indian, whofe foie occupation is war and hunting. To countries circ~m­
:ftaru:ed as our colonies arc, an Indian is the m ofi dreadful of enem1es: 

For, 
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For, in a war with Indians, no force whatever can defend onr frontiers 
from being a confl:ant wretched fcene of conflagrations, and of the mo!l 
flwcking murders. Whe.reas, on the contrary, our temporary expedi­
tions againfl: the Indians, even if fuccefsful, can do them little harm. 
Every article of their property is portable, which they always carry 
with them : and-it is no great matter of difirefs to an lndian to be driven 
from his dwelling ground, who finds a home in the firft place he fits· 
down upon*. 

This province was, by an· acl of affembly in 169..r, divided into 
twe ve counties as following ~ 

I. T!Je City and Coun(y if New YOrk. 

The city of New York, at firft included only the Hland, called by­
the Indians, Manhatans: l\1anning's Ifland, the two Barn Hlands, and• 
the three Oyfier H1ands, were in the county ; but the limits of the city 
have been fince augmented by <;harter. 

The Hland is very narrow; not a mile wide at a medium, and about 
fourteen miles in length. The fouth-wefi point projeCts into a fine ­
fpacious bay, nine miles long, and about four in breadth, at the con­
fluence of Hudfon's River and the Streight between Long Ifland and· 
the -northern ihore. The Narrows at the fouth end of the Bay is fcarcely 
two miles in breadth, and opens the ocean to full view. The paffage 
up to New York from Sandyhook, a point that extends fartheft into the· 
fea, is fafe, and not above twenty-five miles in length. The common 
navigation is between the eafi and wefi banks, in about twenty-three feet 
water: but it is faid, that an eighty gun ihip may be brought up, 
through a narrow channel, b€tween the north end of the eaft bank and. 
Coney Hland. 

The city, in reality, has no natural bafon or harbour : therefore the 
!hips lie off in the road on the ea-ft fide of the town, which is docked 
out, and better built than the weft fide; . becaufe the freihets in · Hud­
fon's River fill it in fome winters with ice. 

This city confifls of about 2500 buildings. It is a mile in length, 
and about half that in breadth : but fuch is its figure, its center of 
bufinefs, and the i!tuation of the houfes, that the mean cartage frmn· 

,. Mr. Pownall, p. 26r.-265.. 
one 
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-one part to another does not exceed above one quarter of a mile, whi-ch 
is ve ry advantageous to a commercial capital. 

It is thought to be a.s healthy a Jpot as any in the world. The eafl: 
and fouth parts, in general, are low; but the refl: is fituated on a dry 
elevated foil. The fireets are irregular ; but, being paved with round 
pebbles, are clean, and lined with well .built brick houfes, many of 
which are covered with tiled roofs. · . 

No part of America is fupplied with markets abounding with greater 
plen ty and variety. They have beef, pork, mutton, poultry, butter, 
wild fow 1, venifon, fifh, roots, and .herbs, of all kinds, in their feafons. 
Their oyfl:ers are a confiderable article in the fupport of ·the poor; and 
the oyfier beds are ·within view of the town -: a flee t of 2oo fmall craft 
are often feen there, at a time, when the weather is mild in winter; and 
this fingle article is computed to be worth annually Io,ooo or 12,ooo/. 

This city is the metropolis and grand mart of the province; and, by 
·its ·commodious ,fituation, commands alfo all the trade of the weftern 
,part of Connecticut and that of Eafi Jerfey. No feafon prevents their 
>lhips from launching out into the ocean. During the greateft feverity of 
winter an equalunrefirained .afrivity .runs through all ranks, orders, and 

.. ern ploy1nents. 

·Upon the fouth weft point ·of the city fiands the fort, which is a· 
-fquare with four bafiions. vVithin the walls is the houfe in which the 
governor ufually refides .; and oppofite to it are brick barracks, 'built fot­
.merly for the independent companies. According to Governor Burnefs 
obfervations this ·fort fiands in the .latitude of 40 ° 42 ' -N. 

The inhabitants of New York are a niixed people, but moftly 
defcended from the original Dutch planters. There are fiill two churches 
in which religious worlhip is performed in that language. The old 
building is of fione, and ill built, ornamented within by a fmall organ 
:loft and brafs branches. The new church is a high heavy edifice, has 
a very extenfive area, and was completed in 1729. ft has no gallerie~, 
and yet will perhaps contain 1000 or 1200 auditors. The fieeple of th1s 
church affords a mofl: beautiful profpeCl: both of the city beneath and 
the furrounding country. The Dutch congregation is more nume~o~s 
. t~1n any other; but, as the language becomes difufed, it is much dimi· 
nt:hed ; and, unlefs they change their warihip into the EngWh tongue, 
mull foon fuffer a .total diffi:pation. 

}3efid~ 
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BefiCie the Dutch, there are two Eng1ifh epifcopal · churches in this 
dty, upon the plan of the efiablifhed church in South Britain. 1_'here 
are alfo two prdbyterian · churches upon the plan of the efi:abhfhed 
ohurch .in North .Britain; 

The French . church, by · the contentions in 17 24, and the difufe of 
t-he language, is now reduced to an inconfiderable number. The build- · 
ing is of fione, and nearly a fquare: the area · feventy feet in length, · 
and fifty in breadth. lt is plain both within and without; fenced from ­
the fireet ; has. a fieeple and a bell. 

The German Lutheran churches are two! both ;are fmall; but · one of­
them ha-s a cupola and ben: 

The ~akers have a meeting-houfe : · The · anabaptifis have n·o fettled · 
congregation : The Jews have a fynagogue; and the lVIoravians a 
church; which-, will be particularly mentioned in our account of Penn- ­
fylvania~ 

The city-hall~ or town-hou{e, is · a· fuong brick building; two fiories · _ 
in heighth, in· the iliape of an oblong, winged at each' end. The floor · 
below is an open walk, except two jails and the jailor's apartments. 
The cellar underneath is · a dungeon ; and the garret above a common . 
prifon. This ·edifite is ·ereCted in a place where four fireets meet ; and : 
fronts, to the fouth ,weft, one of the mDft fpacious fireets · n the city. 

This city is divided into feven wards, and is under the government of a ­
mayor, recorder, feven aldermen, and as many affifi:ants or common-coun­
cil men. The mayor, lheriff, and coroner, are annually appointed by the · 
governor . . The recorder -has a patent during pleafure. The aldermen, . 
afiiftants, aifeifors, and collectors, are annually eleCted by the freemen ·, 
and freeholders of the refpeB:ive wards. The annual revenue of the 
corporation is near 2000 l. . The fl:anding militia of the ifland confifi:s of 
about 2 300 men; and the city has in referve a thoufand· ftand of~ arm& o 
for feamen, the poor, ana others; in cafe of an· invafion~ 

The north-eailern part of New York Ifland is inhabited ·principally · 
by Dutch farmers, who have a . fmall ·village there called Harlem, plea- · 
fantly fituated ·on a. fiat, cultivated . .for -· the city markets. 

5 -., 
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II. W e.fl Che.fler.· 

This county is large, and includes all the land beyond the Iflan~ of 
1\tlanhatans along the Sound, to the ConneCticut line, which is its 
eafiern boundary. It extends northward to the middle of the Highlands 
and wefiward to Hudfon's River. A great part of this county.is con~ 
tained in the manors of . Philipiburg, Pelham, Fordham, and Court­
laridt ; the lafl: of which . has the privilege of fending. a reprefentative to 
the general affembly. The country is tolerably fettled .: The .lands are 
in gene:al rough, but fertile, and therefore the farmers run principally 
·on graztug. 

III. Dutche.fs. 

This county adjoins to W efl: Chefier, which bounds it on the fouth, 
the ConneCticut line on the eafi, Hudfon's River on the weft, and the 
county of Albany on the north. The fouth part of th~s county is 
mountainous, and fit only for iron works ; but the refi contains a great 
.quantity of good ppland well watered. The inhabitants on the banks 
of the river are· D.utch; but thofe more eafierly Englifhmen, and for the 
mofi part emigrants from Connecticut and Long Hland. There is .no 
epifcopal church in the county, the . growth_ of which has been very 
fudden, and con1menced but a few years ago. Within the memory of 
perfons now living, it did not contain above twelve families; and accor­
ding to the la~e returns of the militia it will furniili. at prefent 2 500 men 

. £~pable of bearing arms. 

IV. Albany. 

This county eX'~ends from the fouthern bounds of the manorofL'iving~ 
'fion on the eafi fide, and Ulfter on the weft i!de of Hudion's River; 
but its limits are not yet afcertained on the north. It contains a vaft 
-quantity of fine low land ; and 1ts principal commodities are wheat, 
·peafe, and pine '.boards. 

The city of Albany, which is near 150 miles from New York, is 
'fituatcd on the weft fide of the river. There the governors ufually tre~t 
with the Indians dependent upon the BritHh crown. The houfes are bmlt 
of brick in the Dutch tafie, and are in number about 350. There a~e 
two churches in it : That of the Epift:opalians, the only one in thls 

· Jarge county, is a fione building : the congregation is but fmall, almoft 
all 
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all the inhabitants reforting to the Dutch church, which is a plain fquar 
fione edifice. Befide thefe, they have no other public buildings, exce t 
the city hall, and the fort; the latter of which is a fl:one fquare with 
four bafl:ions, fituated on an eminence which overlooks the town ; but 
is itfelf commanded by higher ground. The greateft part of the city is 
fortified only by palifadoes, and in fome places there are fmall cannon 
planted in block-houfes. Albany was incorporated by Colonel _Dongan 
in I 686, and is under the government of a mayor, recorder, fix alder­
men, and as many affifi:ants. 

Sixteen or eighteen miles north-wefl: from Albany lies &heneB:ady~ 

on the banks of the Mohawks branch, which falls into Hudfon's Rivers 
I 2 miles to the north of Albany~ This . village is compact and regular, 
built principally of brick, on a rich flat of low land, furrounded with 
hills. It has a large Dutch church, with a fieeple, and town-clock near 
the center. The windings of the river through the town and the fields, 
which are often overflowed in the fpring, form about harvefi a mofl: 
beautiful profpea. The lands in the vale of ScheneB:ady are fo fertile, 
that they are commonly fold at 45 l. per acre. Though the farmers ufe no 
kind of manure, they till the fields every year, and they always produce 
full crops of wheat or peafe. Their church was incorporated by gover­
nor Coiby, and the town has the privilege of fending a member to the 
affembly. 

From this village the Indian traders fet out in battoes for Ofwego. 
The Mohawks river from hence to Fort Hunter abounds with rifts and 
fhoals, which in the fpring give but little obfuuCl:ion to the navigation. 
From thence to its head, or rather to the portage into the wood creek, the 
conveyance is eafy, and the current lefs rapid. The fur trade at Ofwego 
is one of the principal advantages of this country. The Indians refort 
thither in May, and the trade continues till the latter end of July. A 
good road might be made from ScheneClady to Ofwego ; and in the 
fummer 17 5 s, fat cattle were eafily driven thither for the army undec 
the command of general Shirley. 

I~ th~ fouthern part of the county of Albany, on poth fides of Hud­
fon s R1ver, the fettlements are very fcattered; except within twelve 
miles of the city, when the banks become low and acceffible. The 
if1ands here, which are many, contain perhaps the finefl: foil in the 
world. The winters , in this country are com1nonly fevere, and Bud-

VoL. II. L fon's 
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fan's River freezes fo hard 100 miles to the fouthward of Albany as to 
bear fledges loaded with great burthens. Much fnow is very ferviceable to 
the farmers here, not only in protecting their gr-ain from the froft, but 
in facilitating the tranfportation of their boards and other produce to 
the banks of the river againft the enfuing fpring. 

V. U!Jler:. 

This county JOins to that of Albany on the wefi fide of Hudfon,.s 
River. Its northern extent is fixed at Sawyers Rill: the Rivers Dela­
ware and Hudfon bound it eaft and weft ; and a weft line from the 
mouth of Murderer's Creek is its· limit. The inhabitants are Dutch , 
French, Englifh, Scotch, and Irifh : but the firft and the laft are moft 
numerous. The Epifcopalians in this county are fo inconfiderable, that 
their church is only a n1ean log-houfe. The moft confiderable town is 
Kingflon, fituated about two miles from Hudfon's River. The people 
of Ulfter, having long enjoyed an undifturbed tranquility, are fome of 
the moft opulent farmers in the whole colony. This county is moft 
noted for fine flour, beer, and a good breed of draught horfes. At the 
commencement of the range of the Apalachian Hills, about ten m-iles 
frmn Hudfon's River, is an inexhauftible quarry of mill-ftones, which 
far exceed thofe from Cologne i~ Europe. 

VI. Orange. 

This county is divided by a range of mountains, firetching wefiward 
from Hudfon's River, called the Highlands. On the north fide the 
lands are very broken, but fertile, and inhabited by Scotch, Iriili, and 
Englifh prefbyterians. Their villages are Goilien, Bethlehem, and 
Little Britain, all remarkable for producing in general the beft made 
butter in the colony. 

The mountains in this county are clothed thick with timber; and 
abound with ore, ponds, and fine fireams for iron works. Gofhen is 
well fupplied with white cedar; and there is great plenty of black wal­
nut in fome parts of the woods. 

VII. Richmond. 
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' 
VII. Richmond. 

This county confifts of Staten Iiland, which lies nine miles fouth ... 
weft from the city of New York. It is about eighteen miles long, and 
•t a medium fix or feven broad. On the fouth fide is a confiderable 
traCl of good level land; but the iiland in general is rough, and the 
hills high. The inhabitants are principally Dutch and French. 

Southward of the main coaft of this and the colony of Connetl:icut 
lies Long Iiland, called by the Indi<tns Matowas, and named Naifau, 
according to an aCl: of aifembly in the reign of King William III. 

This iiland is now divided into three counties, as following : 

VIII. I. King's CQunty. 

Which lies oppofite to New York on the north fide of Long Iiland. 
The inhabitants are all Dutch, and enjoying a good foil, near the prin­
cipal markets, are generally in eafy circumftances. The county is fmall, 
but fettled in every part. 

IX. Q. §<_uun' s County. 

This county is more extenfive, and equally well fettled. 

X. 3· Suffolk. 

This county -includes all the eaftern parts of Long Iiland, Shelter 
Iiland, Fiiher's Iiland, Plumb Hland, and the Hie of Wight. This large 
county has been long fettled, and, except one fmall epifcopal congre­
gation, confifis intirely of -Englifh preibyterians. The farmers are 
generally graziers, and, living very remote from New York, a great 
part of their produce is carried to the markets in Bofion and Rhode Iiland. 
The Indians, who were formerly numerous on th_efe iilands, are now 
become very inconfiderable; and thofe that remain generally bind them­
felves fervants to the Engli:fh. The whale fi£hery on the fouth fide of 
Long Ifland, has declined of late years, through the fcarcity of whales, 
and is now almoft intirely negletl:ed. 

L Q · The 
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The Elizabeth Hlands, Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard, and Pemv­
qui-d, which anciently formed Duke's, and the county of Cornwal, are 
now under the jurifdietion of Maifachufets Bay, as before obferved. 

As to the inhabitants, this province is not fo populous as UJme have 
imagined. The colony of Connetl:icut, which is much inferior to this 
in .extent, contains, according to a late authentic inquiry, above 
I 33,ooo inhabitants, and had a militia of 27 ,ooo men in I 7 56, when 
the militia of New York, according to the general eflirnate, did not 
exceed I 8,ooo. The whole number of fouls is computed at Ioo,ooo · 
Df which I sooo may refide in the metropolis. ' 

The fettlement of this colony has met with feveral difcouragements; 
particularly the French and Indian irruptions, to which the Colonifts 
were fo much expofed, that many families withdrew into New Jerfey; 
while at home the tranfportation of felons has brought all the American 
colonies in to difcredit with the indufirious and honefi poor, both in the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Eng1ifh is the mo!t prevailing language among the Colonills; but 
not a little corrupted by the Dutch dialeB:, which is {till fo much ufed 
in fome counties, that the fheriffs find it difficult to obtain perfons fuf­
ficiently acquainted with the Engliih tongues to fer\e as jurymen in the 
courts of law. 

The manners of the people differ, as \veil as their language. In Suf­
folk and ~een's County, the firfi fettlers of which being either 
natives of England, or the i1nmediate defcendants of fuch as began the 
plantations in the eaftern colonies, their cufi:oms are ii milar to thofe 
prevailing in the Englifh counties from which they originally fprung. 
The citizens of New York, through an intercourfe with ti1e Europeans, 
follow the London fafhions ; though, by the time they adopt them, they 
become difufed in Engl-and. The affluence of the ColoniH:s during the 
late war introduced a degree of luxury in tables, drefs, and furniture, 
with which they were before unacquainted. But ftill they are not fo 
gay a people as their neighbours in Bofton, and feveral of their fouthern 
colonies. The Dutch counties in fome meafure follow the example of 
New York ; but fiill retain many modes peculiar to the Hollanders. 

New York is one of the tnoft focial places on the continent: The 
men <.:QllcB: themfelve~ into weekly eYening clubs : The ladies in winter 

are 
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are frequently entertained either at concerts of mu:fic or~ a!remblies, and 

make a very good appearance. 

It i,s tnuch owing to the difproportion between the number of inhabi­

tants, and the vaft traB:s remaining ftill to be fettled, that they have as 

yet ente red upon fcarcely any other manufaB:ures than fuch .as are ~n­

difpenfibly neceifary for their own conveniencies. Felt makmg, wh1ch 

is perhaps the mofi natural of any they could fall upon, was begun 

fome years ago; and hats were exported to the \V eft lndies with great 

fuccefs, till lately prohibited by an act of parliament. 

The province of Pennfylvania has a fine foil; and, through the im-­

portation of Germans, abounds with inhabitants; but being a vaft 

inland country, its produce muft of confequence be brought to a market _ 

over a great extent of ground, and all by land-carriage. Hence it is faid, 

that Philadei phia is crowded with waggons, carts, horfes, and their 

drivers : that a ftranger, at his fi.rft entrance, would imagine it to be a place 

of traffic beyond any one town in the colonies : while at New York in 

particular, to 'vhich the produce of the country is all brought by water, 

there is more bufinefs, at leafl: bufinefs of profit, though with lefs !hew 

and appearance. N ot a boat in Hudfon's River is navigated with more · 

than t wo or three men at moft ; and thefe are perpetually coming in 

from, and returning to, all p:uts of the adjacent country, in the fame · 

employments, that fill the city of Philadelphia with fome hundreds of ­

men, who may be faid to be laboriou:fly indolent in refpect to the public · 

utility. For computing the expence of a waggon with its tackling; the . 

time of two men in attending it; their maintenance ; four horfes, 

and the charge of their provender on a journey 100 or 200 miles; it · 

will be found that thefe feveral particulars amount to a very confiderable ­

fum.-All this time, the New York farmer is in the courfe of his 

proper bufinefs, and the unincumbered acquifitions of his profeffion ; . 

for, at a medium, there is fcarce a farmer in the province that cannot 

tranfport the fruits of a year's labour, from the beft farm, in three days, 

at a proper feafon, to fome convenient landing, where the market will ' 

be to his fatisfaetion, and all the wants of the merchant cheaply fupplied. 

Befide which, one boat can enter the harbour of New York with a lad ing · 

of more burthen and value than 40 waggons, 160 horfes, and So men, 

jnto Philadelphia ; and perhaps with lefs noife or £hew than one. It is . 

faid of the citizens of New York, that prodigious is the advantage · 

they have in this article alone: this is certain, that barely on account 

of their eafy carriage, the profits of farming with them exceed thofe in 

Pennfylvania, at leaft by thirty per cent. which difference, in favour of 
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the New York farmers, is of itfelf fufficient to enrich them; while the 
others find the difadvantage they are ~xpofed to fo heavy, efpecially the 
remote inhabitants of their country, that a bare fubfiftence is all they 
can reafonably hqpe to obtain. Take the province of New York 
tl.1roughout, the .expence of tranfporting a bufhel of wheat is but two .. 
pence for tbe diilance of 100 miles; but the fame quantity at the like 
diftance in Pennfylvania will always exceed the other one lhilling at 
leafi: : but the proportion between the two colonies is nearly the fame 
in ~he conveyance of every other thing. Such is the account given of 
tbe advantages 0f their fituation by the New York writers. But when 
thefe faCts are confidered, that New York was a well-advanced colony 
long befotte William Penn began to fettle his province; that though there 

' have been always in the territory of New York great tracts of land 
unfettled, ftrangers have rather chofen to fit down in Pennfylvania; that 
numbers of families, particularly the Germans, have actually aban .. 
oont?.d the former for the latter; that moft of the emigrants from New 
England croifed the province of New York to fettle beyond it; that 
:Pennfylvania now far exceeds it in population; and that wheat, though 
,_equally good, is generally cheaper at Philadelphia market than at that 

_of New Y ark ; it feems as if thofe boafted advantages were either much 
exaggerated, or over-balanced by fame difadvantages accompanying them, 
or by greater advantages in Pennfylvania, which thefe writers do not 
mention. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. III. 

Legiflature, and religious flate of the pro~ui1Zce of New YOrk. 

I T has been already obferved, that this colony is fubjeCl: to the controul 
of the Britiili parliament; but its more immediate government is vefted :, 

in a governor, council, and general aifembly. 

The inftruetions' received with the commiffion, or explanatory of tHe 
patent, regulate the governor's conduCt on almoft every common con- · 
tingency. The infirucrions are above one hundred in number; but never 
recorded. They are changeable at the royal pleafure; yet feldom under~ 
go any confiderable alteration. 

The annual falary generally granted to the governor by the infiruCtions 
is 1200 l. fierling out of the revenue here; but that being an infufficient 
fund, the aifembly, in aid of it, give him annually rs6o 1.- currency; 
and the perquifi tes may amount to as much mo:re. 

This office formerly was -very lucrative, but becomes daily lefs confi­
derable, becaufe almoil: all the valuable tracts of land are already taken up •. 

The council~ when full, confifts of twelve members, appointed by the 
king's mandamus and fign manual. All their ·privileges and powers are 
contained in the inftruB:ions. They are a · privy-council to the governor 
in aas of"civil government, and take t-he fame oath as adminiftered to the 
king's council in England. The tenure of their places is extremely ·pre- · 
carious, and yet their influence upon the public meafures very confider­
able. In the grant of all patents, the governor is bound to confult them» 
and regularly he cannot pafs the feal without their advice. 

The council never publiih their legiflative minutes; but the aifembly · 
always print their own votes; nor do either of thefe houfes permit ilran- ­
gers to be prefent at their conventions. . 

The general aifembly confift's of twenty-feven reprefentatives, chofen by 
the people, purfuant to a writ of fummons iifued by the governor. It is 
unneceffary to enlarge upon the cufioms of the general aifembly, as they · 
take the practice of the Britiih Houfe of Commons for their model, and 
vary from them in but very few infl:ances. 

No 

i9 
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No colony upon the continent has formerly fuffered more than this in 
the opinion of the king's minifi:ers, which has been owing to the ill im­
preffions made by their governors, who were fcarcely _ever difengaged fi-om 
difputes with the :ower h_oufe. 1"'he repre~enta!i ves, .agre~a~Je to the ge­
neral fenfe of their confhtuents, are tenac10us In thetr opmwn, that the 
inhabitants of this colony are intitled to all the privileges of Englilhmen 
that they have a right to participate in the legiflative power, and that th; 
feffion of aifemblies here is wifely fubftituted infi:ead of a reprefentation 
in parliament; which, all things confidered, would, at this remote dif. 
tance, be extremely inconvenient and dangerous. The governors, on the 
other hand, in general entertain political fentiments of a quite different 
nature. All the immunities the people enjoy, according to them, not only 
flow from them, but abfolutely depend upon the mere grace and will of 
the crown. It is eafy to conceive, that contentions muft naturally attend 
fuch a contratlic:tion of fentiments. Mofi .of their difputes, however, relate 
to the fupport of government. 

It mufi: be confeifed, that many planfible arguments may be affigned 
in fuppqrt of the jealoufy of the houfes. A governor has numberlefs op­
portunities, not proper to be mentioned, for invading the rights of the 
people, and infuperable difficulties would neceffarily attend all the means 
Df redrefs. 

As to the laws of this colony, the fiate of them opens a door to much 
.controverfy, becaufe the uncertainty of them expofes the inhabitants too 
much to the arbitrary d.eci:Gons of bad judges, and renders property 
precarious. The common law of England is generally received, toge~ 
.ther with fuch ftatutes as were enatl:ed before this colony had a legif­
Iature of its own: but here the courts exercife a fovereign authority in 
determining what parts of the common and ftatute law ought to be ex­
tended; for it muft be admitted, that the difference of circumfiances 
neceifarily requires_ thefe colonies, in fome cafes, to rejeCt the determina­
tion~ of both. In many inftances, they have alfo exten_ded ev~n aa~ of 
parliament paired fince they had a difi:ina legiflation, which IS addmg 
greatly to the confufion in t.he colony. 

The praClice of their courts is not Iefs uncertain than the law; for fame 
of the Engliih rules are adopted, and others rejeB:ed. Two things there· 
-fore feem to be abfolutely neceiTary for the public fecurity: firfi, the 
paffing an aCl for fettling the extent of the Engliih laws: and, fecondly, 
that the courts ordain a general fet of rules for the regulation of the 

;·practice. 
·with 
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\Vith refpeB: to a more particular account of the religious ITate of this 
province, it Q.1ould be obferved, that the principal difiinB:ions an~ong 
them are the epifcopalians, and the Dutch and Engli!h preibytcnans~ 
The two laft, together with all the other protefiants in the colony, are 
fometimes called by the general name of DiHenters; and compared to 
them, the epifcopalians are fcarce in the proportion of one to fifteen. 
Hence has partly arofe the general difcontent on account of the rninifiry 
aB:s; not fo mu~h as the provifion made by them is engroffed by the mi­
nor feB:, as becaufe the body of the people are for an equal univerf~l 
toleration of protefiants, and utterly avede to any kind of ecclefiafiical 
.efiabli!hment. The diffenters, though fearlefs of each other, are all jea­
lous of the epifcopal party; being apprehenfive that the countenance they 
may have from home will foment a defire for dominion, and enable them 
at lafi to load their fellow-fubjetl:s with oppreffion. 

The epifcopal clergy are miffionaries of the Engli!h Society for propa­
gating the gofpel, and ordinarily ordained by the bifhop of London, who 
has a commiffion from the king to exercife ecclefiafiical jurifdic:tion, and 
commonly appoints a clergyman at New York for his commilfary. The 
minifiers are called by the particular churches, and maintained by the 
yearly allowance of the fociety, and the voluntary contributions of the 
auditors, becaufe there is no law for tithes *. 

The Englifh preibyterians are very numerous; but thofe inhabiting 
.New York, ·New J er fey, Pennfylvania, and the three Delaware counties, 
_are regularly formed, after the manner of the church of Scotland, into 
.corififtories or kirk feffions, preibyteries and fynods, :and .Probably will 
fome time join in ereCting a general affe~bly. Thefe clergy are ordained 
by their fellows, and maintained by. their refpeB:ive congregations, ex­
cepting thofe miffionaries among the Indian_s, whofe fubfiflence is paid 
by " the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriflian Knowledge.'' 
None of the preibyterian churches in this province are ip.corporated, as is 
the cafe ofmany in New Jerfey. Their judicatories are upon a very pro­
per eftabli!hment; for they have no authority by legal fanc:tions to enforce 
their decrees: nor indeed is any religious fec:t among them legally invefied 
with powers prejudicial to the common privileges of the reH:. The do­
.minion of all their clergy is merely fpiritual, as it ought to he. The 
.epifcopalians, however, fometimes pretend, that the ecclefiaftical efia­
blifhment in South Britain extends to the colonies; which pofition th.e 
whole body of the diffenters utterly deny. 

*See Smith, p. 219. 

VoL. II. M CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Produce, manufallures, trade, and navigation. 

coNCERNING the trade of this province, let it be rema-rked, that: 
the fituation of New York, with refpett to foreign markets, for rea­

fans before affigned, i's to be preferred to any of the Britifh colonies: for 
it lies in the center ·of the Britiili plantations on the continent, -has at aiL 
times a fhort eafy accefs to the ocean, and <:ommands almofi the whole 
trade of ConneCticut and New Jerfey, tw~ fertile and well cultivated colo­
nies. The projeB:ion of Cape Cod into the Atlantic renders the naviga­
tion from the former to Bofion, at fame feafons, extre1n ely perilous; and " 
fometimes the coafi:ers are driven off, and compelled to winter in the Weft 
Indies. But the convey~nce to Ne_w York, from the eafiward -through _ 
tl1e Sound, is fhort, and unexpofed to fuch dangers-~ Philadelphia receives . 
as little advantage from New Jerfey as Bofion. from Connetlicilt, becaufe 
the only rivers whicJ1 roll through that province difembogue not many 
miles from the city of New York. Several attempts· have. been made to 
raife Perth Am boy into a trading port; but' hitherto it has proved to be 
an unfeafible projeCt. New York, all things ~nfickred; has a much better _­
fituation; and were it otherwife, the city is become too rich arid confi-~ 
derable to be eclipfed by any othertown in.its neighbourhood._ 

The merchants ~ of New Y-ork are compared to a hive of bees, -who in- ­
dufl:rioufly gather honey for others, non vobis mellijicatis apes. The pro- ­
fits of their trade center chiefly in -Great Britain; and for-that reafon they . 
ought always to receive the generous aid _and proteClion of their mother- ­
.country. In their traffic with other places, the balance is almofi con·. 
fiantly in their favour. Their e"ports· to the \V eft lndies are, bread, . 
peafe, rye-meal, Indian corn, ap1les, onions, bo:trds, Haves, horfes, iheep, ~ 
cheefe, butter, pickled oyfiers, beef and pork. Flour is alfo a roam · 
a rticle, of which there is fhipped about 8o,ooo barrels a year . . To pre- ­
ferve the credit of this important branch of their ffaple, tl~ey have a good 
law, appointing officers to infpeB: and brznd every caik before its expor­
tation. The returns are chiefly rum, fu gar, and molaffes, except calli 
from Curacoa; and when mules frmn lhe Spaniih main Jre ordered to 
Jamaica and the 'Vindward Hlands, which are gencra .ly exchanged for 
their natural produce, for they receive but 1' ttle calli fro m their own 
iflands. The balance againfi them would be 1nuch more ~~1 their favou:, 
if the indulgence to the fugar colonies did not enable them to fell their 
produce at a higher rate than eithet the Dutch or F rc l\:h !£lands. 

The 
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:The Spaniards commonly contract for provifions with merchants in this 
and the colony of Pennfylvania, very much to the advant.age both of t~e 
contractors and the public, becaufe the returns are wholly 1n ca:!h. Thetr 
wheat, flour, Indian corn, and lumber :!hipped to Lifbon and Madeira, 
ba)ance the Madeira wine imparted here. 

The logwood trade to the Bay of Honduras is very confiderable, and 
was pufhed by the 1nerchants of New York with great boldnefs in the 
moft dangerous times. The exportation of flax-feed to Ireland is of late 
fo much increafed, that, between the 9th of December 17 S 5 and the 23d 
of February following, they lhipped off 12,528 hog:!heads. In return 
for this article, linens are imported, and bills of exchange drawn in 
favour of England to pay for the dry goods purchafed here; and their 
logwocd is remitted to the Englilh merchants for the fame purpofe. 

The fur-trade ought not to be pafTed over in £Hence. It is computed 
that they export 1 so hogfheads of beaver and other fine furs per annum; 
and 200 hogfheads of Indian-dreifed deer-:fkins, befides thofe carried 
from Albany into New England-; but :fkins undrelfed are ufually :£hipped 
to Holland. · 

The building of Ofwego conduced more than any thing elfe to the pre .... · 
fervation of this fur-trade. Peltry of all kinds is purchafed with rum; 
ammunition, blankets, ftrouds, and wampum or conque-:!hell beads. 
The French fur-trade at Albany was carried on until . the fummer 17 55, 
by the Caghnuaga profelyt~s; and in return for their peltry, they received 
Spanifh pieces of eight, with fome ot~er articles which the French 
wanted to complete their aifortment of Indian .goods; for the favages 
prefer the Englifh Hrouds to the French, who found it their interefi to 
purchafe them of the Englifh, and tranfported them to the weftern In­
dians on the Lake Erie, Huron, and at the Streight of Michilimakinac. 

The importation of dry goods from England is fo great at New York~ 
that they are obliged to betake themfeJves to all poffi.ble arts to make 
remittances to the Britiili merchants. It is for this purpofe thefe colonifts 
import cotton from Saint Thomas's and Surinam ; _lime-juice and nica-

---tagua wood from Cura,coa, and logwood from the Bay; yet it drains 
them of all the filver and gold they can collect. It is computed, that the 
annual amount of the goods purchafed by this colony in Great Britain is 

- in value not lefs than soo,ooo 1. fterling; and the fum would be Inuch 
greater if a flop was put to all clandefiine trade. England is doubtlefs 
intitled to all the colony fuperfluities, becaufe their general interefis are 

l\1 -2 clofely 
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d ofely conneCl::ed, and the BritiLb navy is the principal defence of the 

colonifl:s. On this account, the trade with Hamburgh and I-Iolland for 

duck, chequered li~en , ozcab:ig s, .cordag~, and tea; if Brita~n can pro~ 

d uce and 1upp1y W1th thefe thtngs, IS certainly, upon the whole, impolitic 

and unreafonable, how much foever it may advance the intereft of a few 
merchants, or this particular colony. 

By what meafures this contraband trade may be efFeB:ually obftruCl:ed 

is hard to determine, though it well deferves the attention of a Britiai 

· parliament. Increafing the number of cufl:om-houfe officers will be a 

remedy worfe than the difeafe, as their fal aries would be an additional 

charge upon the public. In the province of New York there is one col~ 

1etlion or cufiom-houfe difl:riCl::, kept in the port of New York. -

The exclufive right of the Eafi India company to import tea, while the 

colonies plircliafe it of the foreigners thirty per cent. cheaper, mufr be 

very prejudicial to the nation. 1 he colonifl:s of New York, both in town 

and country, are Ihamefully gone into the h :tbit of tea-drinking; and it 

is fuppofed they con fume of this commodity in value near so,ooo !. fier'· 
ling per annum. Some are of opinion, that the fifhery of fturgeonb', 

whi~h abound in Hudfon's River, might be improved to the great advan­

tage of the colony ; and that, if proper meafures were concerted, much 
profit would arife from Ihip-buiftling and naval fiores. It is certain, they 

h ave timber in' vafi: plenty; oak, wh~te and black pines; fir, locuft, red 

a nd white rdulberry, and cedar ; and perhaps there is no foil on the globe 

fitter for the produCtion of hemp than the low lands in the county of 

Albany. To what has been already faid concerning iron ore, a neceffary 

article, the foilowing may be added: that it is generally believed this pro­

vince abounds with a variety of minerals ; and of iron in particular they 

have fuch plenty, as to be excelled by no country in the world of equal 
extent. 

' -
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N· O .VA CJESARE-A, or· NEW JERSEYi 

The original fettlements and grants of the colony. 

W HOEVER will be at the trouble of an enquiry into the general 
inexperience and methods of colonizing formerly, efpecially at 

the time ·the fettlements here were firft attempted under grants, will find 
but 'little reafon to doubt, that views of permanent ftability to religious and 
civil freedom muft have been the inducement to the original adventurers 
to think of fu·ch a removal. The New England government had before 
been confiderably fettled, from motives of a like kind. Thefe, though 
near forty years later in their fettlement, were alfo protefiant diifenters, 
and inv-olved in the general irrfecurity of religious toleratiDn in the reign 
of King Charles II. Many of them having been aCtual fufferers through 
the mifiaken policy of that time, merely for a free exercife of their reli­
gious fentiments. As they do not appear to have been charged with any 
violation of religious integrity, fo no in fiance occurs of d i:ffa tisfaB:ion among 
themfelves, though many of them were remarkably tender on that head. 
(iV.ith the motives above, fome of ~ them had indubitably a diftant pro­

fpecr 



'·86 'I-II"STORY OF BRITISH AMERICA. 

fpetl alfo of improving their efiates; hut this could not be the cafe fo 
1nuch at firft as afterward -')~ . 

1-Iowever fmooth the paifage may look now, it muft be a reafonable fup­
~ pofition, · that perfons and families, who lived well, which was the cir­
. cumfiances of many of the fettlers of this province, found it no incon· 
. fiderable trial to unfettle and remove three thoufand miles: but, whatever 
were their motives, they fucceffively encountered the hazards and hardfhips 

· to which _the enterprize was expofed; and, at their own expence, laid the 
.foundation of this colony. 

New Jerfey and Pennfylvania were originally claimed by the Dutch and 
·the Swedes, who relinquiihed it to the Engliih in 1664 t, when King 
·Charles II. made a grant of New Jerfey to his brother James Duke of 
York : and this Prince conveyed the fame to Lord Berkeley, Baron of 
Stratton, and Sir George Carteret of Saltrutn, in the county of Devon, 
.Knight, their heirs and affigns for ever. 

This wa-s done by deeds of leafe and releafe from the Duke of York, 
dated the 24th of June 1664, whereby, in confideration of a fum of 
money, ' his Royal Highnefs granted them, their heirs and afligns for 
ever, " all that traCt of land adjacent to New England, and lying and 
. being to the weftward of Long Ifland and Manhattas Hland, and bounded 
on the eafi part by the main fea, and part by Hudfon's River; and hath 
upo'n the weft Delaware Bay or River; and extendeth fouthward to the 
main ocean as far as Cape May, at the mouth of Delaware Bay; and to 
the northward as far as the northermofi: branch of the faid Bay or River 

-ofDelaware; which is in 41° 40' of latitude, and croffethovertbenceina 
·ftraight line to Hudfon's River, in 4 t 0

; which faid traB: of land is here-
· after to be called Nova Cxfarea, or New Jerfey, in as ample manner as 
the fame is granted to the faid Duke of York.'' 

Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, in confequence of this conve~ .. 
ance, became the fole proprietors of New Jetfey; and agreed upon certatp 

.conllitutions of government, by a governor, council, and affembly of 
reprefentatives, .with a general toleration as ·to the article of religion. 

Thus affairs continued until I 688, when Governor Nicolls and his 
·council at New York gave direB:ions for a better fettlement of the govern· 
·Inent on Delaware. 

»t Extratled from Mr. Samuel Smith's Preface to " the Hi!tory of the Colony of Nova 
C ze farea, or New Jerfey ;" printed at Burlin~ton in New Jerfey, in 1765, p .. 7. 

1 Ibid. p. 3.5• 
This 
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This: was t·he fidl: conftitution of New Jerfey, which continued intire 
until the province became divided in 1676. 

Sia- :Geotge Ca:rteltet, then, t'h~ only proprietor of the eaftern divifion, 
confirmed· :and: ;expla-ined ·.the .conceffions, with a few additions. The 
oounty of .Bergen wa$ l:he -firfi fettled t>lace, where a few Danes inha­
bited, and called it Bergen, after the capital of N·orway. The manner of 
briginally fettling is ftnguta-r: this was· in fmalllots, where their dwelling- · 
houf({S. are, al1l-.d thefe contiguous in the towa ofBerger,t :. their plan,t~tions-, . 
which they-occupy for a livelihood, -are at fame difiance ;. ,a!nd the reafon . 
of fixing ~hus, is faid to be through fear of. the numerous Indians in the 
early . times of their. fettlement.~ 

There were very foon four towns iri the province; Elizabeth, Newark; 
Middletown, and Shrewfbury :· thefe,. W·ith the country round, were in a · 
few years plentifully inhabited, by -the acceffion of the Scotch, of whom 
there came great numbers,- fuch · fettlers as came from England, fuch of 
the. Dutch .that. remained, and thofe from the neighbouring colonies. 

Lord Berkeley and Sir Ge-orge Carteret having agreed upon th@ir con- 166'g . 

ceffions, appointed Philip Carteret, Efq. governor of_ New Jerfey, and 
gave him, power, . with the advice of the major part of the. counsil, to grant 
lands to all fuch as by the conceffiorrs were intitled thereto; and though 
there was ·no. provifion .in the conceffions for bargaining with the Indians, 
Governor Carteret, on his arrival, thought it prudent to purchafe their 
rights, - which was, to be done. for inconfiderable. fums, in comparifon of 
the damage a-negletl: might have occafioned .. 

Governor-Carteret wentfor England in the fummer of r6j2, and left I6fr .. · 

Captain John Berry his deputy until his return in 1674, when he found 1674-· 

the inhabitants more difpofed to union . among themfelves; and bringing 
with him .the royal .proclamation, as alfo a frefh commiffion and infiruc-
tions from Sir-George Carteret, he fummoned the people, and had them 
all publiilied; which for a while· had a good effe[t: toward refioring pro-
prietary authority and the public peace. He remained governor until his 
death in I 682. . ln_· his time, the general affemb1ies and fupreme courts 
fat at Elizabeth Town, and the councils generally. Here the fecretary's 
office, and mo·ft other public offices, were held; and here alfo mofi of the 
office rs of the overnment then had their refidence. 

Menti n was made that Sir George Carteret, by his infiruClions to Go­
vernor Carteret, confirmed the. original concellions, with additions and ,· 

explanations. ,. 
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explanations. Among other things they diretl:, that the governor and 
council ibould allow eighty acres per head to fettlers above ten miles from 
the fea, the Delaware or other rivers, navigable with boats; and to thofe 
that fettled nearer, fixty acres; that the land fhoutd be purchafed from 
the Indians, as occafion required, by the governor and council, ··itt the 
name of the proprietors, who were to be repaid by the ~ fetden, ~th 
charges, that all ftrays of beafts at land, and wrecks of fea, fhould .belong 
to the proprietor; and that all perfons difcovering any fuch thing fhould 

· have fatisfaCl:ion for their pains and care, as the· governor and council 
might think fit. 

.l 
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C H A P. II. 

Succe}jion of governors, and hijlorical events. 

ONE moiety or half part of the province of New Jerfey belonged to 1675· 
Lord Berkeley, who fold it to Mr. Edward Byllinge, and he affigned it 

to truftees * for the ufe of his creditors. Thofe truftees fold a confiderable 
number of £hares of their property to different purchafers, who thereupon 
became proprietors, in common with them, according to their different 
fhares; after which Mr. Fenwick, and fmne other gentlemen, with their 
families, arrived and fettled in Weft Jerfey, when they agreed upon a 
form of government, which was intitled as follows : 

" The conceffions and agreements of the proprietors, freeholders, and 1676. 
inhabitants of the province of Weft New Jerfey in America.'' 

This deed confifted of forty-four articles, and was figned on the 3d of 
March 1676, by one hundred and fifty proprietors. 

The new proprietors fent inftrutl:ions to Mr. Richard Hartfhorne for 
the fecurity and improvement of their efl:ate and intereft, called New Weft 
Jerfey, as George Carteret's was called New Eaft Jerfey. 

The line of divifion was fettled, and both proprietaries endeavoured to 
make the moft of their eftates. The weftern proprietors foon publif.hed 
a defcription of their moiety; on which many perfons removed thither: 
but left any ihould not fufficiently weigh the importance of this undertak­
ing, and for other reafons, the three principal proprietors publifhed a 
cautionary epiftle, {:onfifl:ing of an admonitory preamble, ten declarative 
articles, and a friendly conclufion. 

Among other pu rchafers of theW eft J erfey lands, were two corn panies ; 
one made up of fame friends tin Y orkfhire, and the other of fome friends 
in London, who each contracted for confiderable !hares. 

I 

Commiffioners were fent by the proprietors, with power to buy -lands 1677. 
of the n_atives; to infpeB: the rights of fuch as claimed property; to order 
t he lands laid out; and, in general, to adminifter the government pur ... 
fuant to the conceffions. They landed with two hundred And thirty paf­
fengers, chiefly ~akers, at Rackoon Creek. 

* Penn, Lawrie, 01nd Lucas, t Quakers: 
VoL. li. r-~ They 
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They had regulated fome matters in difpute with the governor of New 
York, and made fome valid purchafes of the Indians. The town of Bur­
lington was laid out and built: feveral other families and fervants arrived 
from England; but many that came as fervants fucceeded better than 
fome that bought eftates. The firft,, inured to indufi:ry, an.d till: ways of 
the_ country, became wealthy; whtl~ others, by attempung Improve .. 
n1ents, or living too freely on their original flock, dwindled ·to. ina~gency 
and diftrefs. 

Mr. John Crips, ip a l~tter to Mr. Henry St~cy, gives him a particular 
account of the country; and concludes as follows: . " Here is a town laid 
out for twenty proprieties;_ and the town-lots ·for every propriety will be 
about ten acres, which is only for a houfe, orchard and gardens; for the­
corn and pafture ground is to be laid out in great quantities., 

1678. Two :lhips arrived from-London a~d - Hull, with feveral f~baantiai fet• 
tlers! and their fervants. In this year, upon the application of the 
affigns of Lord Berkeley, the Duke of York made· them a new grant of 
Weft New J er fey; and alfo confirmed the eaftern part to the grandfon o£ 
Sir George Carteret. 

168o. T&e fettlers of Weft Jerfey fent letters to their friends in England in 
cqmrnendation of the country, their fituation and fettlements; with fome 
arguments ·againfi the cuftoms impofed at the Hoar Kill by the governor­
of New York, which were drawn up in a bold, nervous, fenfible, declara­
tive, authoritative, and conftitutional fiyle: it was judicioufly confidered 
as to the point of law; the equity of the cafe, and the prudential \?art of 
the matter, which are too long to be inferted here, though worthy of the 
greateft attention and firiB:efi curiofity. Thefe words may be neceffar~:. 
" So that the plain Engli:lh of the tragedy is this ; we twice buy thtSc 
moiety of New Jerfey; firft of Lord Berkeley, next of the nation; and for 
what? The better to tnortgage ourfelves and pofierity to the Duke'~ 
governors, and give thetn a title to our perfons and eH:ates, that never 
had any before : but can there be a houfe without a bottom, or a planta· 
tion before a people? If not, can there be a cuftom before trader"-:-­
" Hefides, there is no end of this power; for fince we are affe!fed With­
out law, and thereby excluded our Englifl1 right of common affent to 
taxes, what fecurity have we of any thing \Ve poffefs ?''"-Let the Duke 
be requefied '6 to avoid this taxation, and put the country in fuch anEng­
glifh and free condition, that he may be as well loved and hon~ured ~s 
feared by all the inhabitants of his territory; that being great 1~ thetr 
affections, he may be great by their indufhy, which will yield h1m that 

2 wealth, 
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\vealth, that parent of power, that he may be as great a Prince by pro­
perty as by title." 

Accordingly; the cuftoms were taken off, and a free port confirmed *· 
Mr. Byllinge was appointed governor of Weft Jerfey; and he appointed 

Mr~ Jenings his deputy-governor, who called an affembly, and with them 
agreed upon certain fundamentals of government t, comprized in ten 
articles, whereby the governor was greatly abridged of prerogatives, and 
the people as much enlarged in liberty. 

This affembly paffed thirty-fix laws; many of which were afterward 
repealed, though confonant to the original grant. 

The commiffioners then agreed " upon the methods for fettling and 
regulation of lands," which was done by an inftrument confifting ~ of 
twenty-two articles. 

168 r. 

A large ihip, of 550 tons burden, arrived at Weft Jerfey, with 360 x682. 
paffengers; after which the general affembly made fome new regulations 
as to affairs of government; particularly as follows: " That for p-revent-
ing clandeftine and unlawful marriages, juftices fhould have power to 
folemnize them :-the births of children, and deceafe of all perfons, were 
to be entered in the public regifters. And, for preventing differences 
between mafters and fervaflts, where no covenants were made, all fervants 
were to have, at the expiration of their fervice, according to the cuftom 
of the country, ten bu£hels of corn, neceffary apparel, two hoes, and an 
ax." It was enacted, that '' there fhould be four courts of feffion held-
at Burlington and Salem annually :, a~d the reprefentatives of Weft Jerfey 
-continued to be yearly chofen, until the furrender of the proprietary 
government in 1702. 

About this time the fettlers in many parts were difireifed for food; and 
~he c,olony were farther a)armed ~y the <;}eath of Sir George Garteret, ".:ho 
by his t will impowered his executors to fell his ihare of New Jerfey, 
whi-ch was accordingly done. ' 

*Letter from S. Jenings toW. Penn, dated" New Jerfey, the 17 th of Otl:ober x68o Y 
t Thefe were dated, " Province of Weft New Jerfey in Ametica, the zsth of t he 9th 

ll\onth, cal_led November, 1 681." 

.:t: This was dated, " December 5, 1678,"' whereby he de vife d to Ed ward Earl of Sahd­
Wlch, John Earl of Bath, Bernard Grenville, Si r Thomas Crew, Sir R obert Atki ns, and 
~dward . Atki ns, Ef9. and their heirs, all his plantation of New Jerfey, for the purpofes thered 
m mentwned. 

N2 From 
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From thence arofe what has been called the twelve proprietors, who 
admitted another twelve; and the whole twenty-four appointed a council 
of proprietors. About this time it was calculated, that there were at leaft 
feven hundred families fettled in the towns of Eaft Jerfey, which were 
near four thoufand people; befides the out-plantations, which were 
thought to contain half as many more. 

The Scotch had a confiderable ilia re in the fettlement of Eaft Jerfey. 
and Robert Barclay, author of the Apology, was appointed governor f~ 
life; and Thomas Rudyard was appointed deputy-governor. Mr. Bar­
clay continued governor until 1 68 s, . and died on the sd of OCl:ober I6go. 
He was fucceeded as governor by Lord Neil Campbell, uncle to the 
Duke of Argyle; and he was fucceeded by Sir Thomas Lane in 1698. 

Gawen Lawrie arrived in 1683 as deputy-governor of Eafi Jerfey, un­
der Robert Barclay; upon which a new council was chofen: and as there 
had been fame confidera0le difturbances in the province, efpecially about 
Middletown and Woodbridge, relating to town affairs, the deputy-gover· 
nor foon reconciled thofe difputes. He then wrote a letter to the proprie­
tors at London, containing, as well his fentiments of the country, as fome 
of the principal tranfactions of thofe times, particularly as follows: 
" Here wants nothing but people; there is not a poor body 111al1 the pro­
vince. Here is abundance of provifion; pork and beef at two-pence per 
pound; fifh and fowl plenty; oyfiers that might ferve all Engfund; 
wheat, four fhillings fierling per bufheli Indian wheat, two fhillings 
fterling per bufhel; it is exceeding good for food every way, and two or 
three huadred fold increafe: cyder, good and plenty, for one penny per 
quart: good drink that is made of water and molaffes ftands in about 
two ihillings. per barrel, wholefome, like our eight ihilling beer in Eng­
land: good venifop plenty, brought us in at eighteen-pence the quarter; 
eggs, at three-pence per dozen; vines, walnuts, peaches, fl:rawberries, and 
many other things, plentiful in the woods.'' 

Mr. Barclay and Mr. Forbes aifo wrote to the Scotch proprietors: 
" That the air in this country is very wholefome; and though it alters 
fuddenly, fon1etimes being one day hot, and· another cold, yet people are 
not fo fubjetl: to catch cold or be difiempered by it as. in England. The 
land lies for the moft part pretty high; hut on the river and creek fides 
are many meadows, which lie low, from which the country people get 
their hay, whereby their flocks are maintained in the winter feafon: ~~at 
provifions of all kinds. were plentiful and cheap; fo that they · faw htde 
wanting that a znan could defire; and they were fure, that a fober .and 

induftnous 
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induftrious people might tnake this a rich country, and enric~ themfelves 

in it, efpecially poor people, who were hard put to it to gain bread at 

home, notwithflanding the exceffive labour; for they faw that people 

there wanted nothing, and yet their labour was very fmall; that they 

worked not by one-half fo hard as the huibandmen or farmers in Eng­

land; and many of thefe who had fettled there upwards of fixteen years, 

had lived upon the product of the land they cleared the firfi twe> years after 

they came, which produced not only corn to maintain their own families, 

but to fell every year; and the increafe of their beftial, whereof they had 

good ftore of feveral forts, as cows, oxen, horfes, fheep, and fwine, 

yielded them other provifi-ons, and to fell befides: yet there were fome 

more indufirious among them, who continued clearing a:n<l improving 

land; and thefe had got efiates, nor would fell their plantations-for feve­

ral hundred pounds: that the merchants in New York, both Dutch. and 

Engliili, had many of them taken up land, and fettled plantations in this, 

country; and feveral from that colony were defirous to come and take up 

land, though they might have land, without paying quit-rents, in their 

own country : that there was good encouragement for tradefmen to come 

over; fuch as carpenters, mafons, and bricklayers; for they bui1.t not 

only of wood, but aiio of ftone and brick; yet mofl: of the country houfes 

were built of wood, only trees fplit, and fet up on end in the ground;.. 

and coverings to their houfes were mofily fbingles, made of oak, chefnut 

and cedar wood, w hi eh made a very neat covering ; yet there were fome­

houfes covered after the Dutch manner, with pantiles." " The towns 

are all fettled upon rivers, where veffels of thirty or forty tons may; 

come up to their doors, and the out-plantations generally upon fome 

brook or rivulets, which are as plenty here as in our own country, and 

curious clear water·; and in many places are good fpring wells; but in the 

towns every man, for the rnoft pa-rt, has a well digged. on his own land:: 

and· among all the towns that are there fe ttled, none· lieth. fo convenient 

for trade as New Perth." This, with a farther account of the produce 

and· efiablifbment of the colony, was dated " Eljzabeth Town in Eaff 

Jerfey, the Qgth of the firft month, called. March~ I 684.,'' figned, "JohLU 

Barclay, Arthur Forbes.'' 

The-colony continued· in a veryunfettled· fiate from r684 to 1687, dur..- 1684. 

ing whiCh .time, Thomas Olive was chafe governor of W eft Jerfey; he x685,~ 

was fuppianted by Mr. Byllinge, who appointed Mr. Skeine his deputy; 

and he. was. fucceeded as governor by Dr. Daniel Cox of London, in I 687. 1.687;. 

The Doctor· was one of" the moft confi derable among the proprietors, and\ 

held the government until 1.6 90. 1 69a.-. 

Dl:u~ng: 

' 
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During this time fame falutary laws were made, regarding the danger 

of duel s, and the fcarcity of provifions. The divifion line was ran and . 

al terations made in the manner of locating lands : but to trace th~ pr<r 

ceedings relative to this line minutely, would be a tafk proper for thofe 

immediately concerned ; for others they are too voluminous. 

~ ~9 r. Dr. Cox conveyed the government of Weft J er fey and territories to the 

\V eft J erfey Society, confifiing of Sir Thomas Lane, Knight, Michael 

Watts, and forty-fix other gentlemen*· 

1 691• " The great flood at Delaware Falls'' happened in 16g2, which did 

great damage to the inhabitants, and taught them how to fix their habi .. 

tations upon higher ground. It was in the fpring this year that the ~ro­

prietors of Weft Jerfey firft appointed Colonel Andrew Hamilton to be 

their governor. 

1701_. This year is remarkable for the public commotions in the colony, which 

occafioned a " furrender t from the proprietors of Eaft and Weft New 

J erfey, of their pretended right of government, to her Majefiy'' ~ee~ 

1 7°2· Anne in I 702, whereby they acknowledged her Majefry's right to confti­

tute governors of thofe provinces. 

" The <ll!een's acceptance of the furrender of government'' was dated 

" at the court at St. James's, the I 7th day of April I 702," in a full coun­

cil, whofe order was as following: '' This day the feveral proprietors of 

Eafi aHd 'V eft .New J erfey, in America, did in perfon prefent a deed of 

furrender, by them executed under their hands and feals, to her Majefty 

in council; and did acknowledge the fame to be their aB: and deed, and 

humbly defire her Majefiy to accept the fame, that it might be enro~led 

in the court of Chancery, whereby they did furrender their power of the 

government of thofe plantations; \vhich her Majefty gracioufly accepted.', 

Immediately upon this furren-der, Edward Lord Vifcount Cornbury, 

grandfon to the great Lord Chancellor the Earl of Clarendon, and firft 

coufin to ~een Anne, was appointed governor of New Jerfey. It 

recites the diffentions of the divided colonies; provides for their conc~rd 

and unity, fo as to be reunited into one province, and fettled under one 1.n· 

tire government, of which no more than feven were to be of the counc1l; 

* Vid. the Inflrument, Revell's B()ok, B. Secretary's Office, Burlington, p. 298. 

t Ibid. Smith, p. 211-219· and 
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and as to tbe general alfemblies-, full directions were gi\ten in his infiruc­
tions, in length. 

Subfequent obfervations on Lord-Cornbury's inftruB:ions, and the privi-­
lege~ originally granted to the fettlers, are particularly mentioned in the 
provincial records, but are· too prolix to· be inferted here. 

9S 

The di'!l:infrion· of the two' provinces, Eaft and-Weft Jerfey, now be- l703.,. 
<Zame united, under the name of Nova Ccefarea, or New Jerfey. Lord 

- Cornbury conve11ed the firft general affembly after the furrender; but his 1704· 
fpeech, their addrefs~ and other proceedings, were difcordant: therefore . 
his lordfhip diffolved-- the affembly, and met another, which had its diffO- 17,06~ 
lution; when another affembly was- called, who remonfirated the griev-
ances of the colony. Lord Cornbury anfwered that remorrfirance with ii.]OT~ 
great afper-ity, in a. very prolix manner. The affi:mbly replied to the 
fame purpofe *. -

A memorial or the Weft J erfey proprietors refiding in England was. 
prefented to the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations. The 
lieutenant-governor, with fome of the council, addreffed the ~een; an& 
the affembly continued their complaints· during the adminifiration, of Lord 
-t:ornbury,.. who was-at lafl: difmiffed .. 

John Lord Lovelace, Baron of Hurley, fucceeded Lord Cornbury;, and· 170t;. 
:fuinmoned the council to meet him at Bergen on ~he 2oth of December 
1708. The feffion continued a month, and was conducted with unufual 
fmoothnefs t. 

The law for regulating the qualification of reprefentatives- to ferve in. 
·general affembly was now pafied, and is yet in force; th~ fu?fiance 
of which is, that every voter £hall have I oo acres of land In his own; 
right, or be worth 50 l. current money; and that the perfon, elected 
ihall have 1 ooo acres in his own right, or be worth 590 l. current mo­
ney in perfonal eftate t. 

I 

The inhabitants had fome reafon to expeB: more happy times than· 
formerly; but Lord Lovelace died a few days afterward, and the admi.-. 
niftration-devolved on· the lieutenant-governor, Ingoldiby, who laid -before· 

• The whole may be feen inS. Smith, from .P• 27 5 to 336. 
t See S. Smith, p. I 57· 
t See the Laws of IPS and I7Jo, vol. i. p. 142. 19-5• · 
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the a1fembly the defign of the crown, refpeCl:ing the expedition againft 
'Canada, under the Colonels Nicholfon and V etch; upon which they voted 
3ooo /. for the fervice, by an emiffion of paper-bills of credit*; but did 
not pafs the bill at this time. 

Brigadier Hunter t arrived as governor in I 7 xo, and removed that con­
fufion in which the colony had been long involved concerning the <l!!akers 
oath to ferve as jurymen. The general affembly prefented a very long 
addrefs to the governor relative to former innovations, which his excel· 
l~ncy undertook to tranfmit to the <l.!!een, and anfwered the houfe, "That 
her Majefty had given him direCtions to endeavour to reconcile the differ­
ences that were in -this province; but if he could not, that he 1ho!Ild make 
a juft reprefentation to her." -The governor backed the remonfirance, 
and got all the counfellors removed that were pointed out by the affemb1y, 
as the caufe of their grievances. 

A feffion of general affembly was convened: but Governor Hunter 
could not reconcile the differences and animofities between the council 
and reprefentatives. The expedition to .Canada took up their attention; 
after which a new affembly met, and paffed feveral ufeful acts: but no 
farther hiftorical occurrences happened until 17 r 6, when the governor 
convened a new affembly at Perth Amboy t, which occafioned fome dif­
ferences between .the reprefentatives. The governor recommended to the 
affembly to augment the falaries of his officers, to affift in running the 
divifion-line with New York, and to provide for an agent at the court of 
Great Britain, becaufe this was the only province in his Majelly's domi­
nions that had none §. Very rainy weather happened, which deftroyed 
the corn, and therefore was called the " wet harveft." 

Governor Hunter refigned the . government to \Villiam Burnet, Efq. 
who convened the aifembly in 172 I. The 'members. of council were 
twelv.e, and of the houfe of reprefentatives twenty-four, to whom the 
governor addreffed an elegant fpeech, ?nd they returned a loyal anfwer. 
The feffions continued near two months; and the fupport was fettled, 
500 l. a year for five years. 

Nothing material happened until 179.7, when the affembly paffed '~'.an 
aa for the limitation of aCtions, and for avoiding fuits in law," whlch 

• S. Smith, p. 359 · 
t ' He w as alfo governor ofNew York. .S. Smith~ p. 376. 
:t For the membe-rs, fee Smith, p. 404. 
~V id. Laws of the Province) vol. i. p. 63. 
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wa~ confiruded upon the fiatutes then in force in Great Britain, and 
though !hort in expreffions, will be of great importance in faCt. 

97 

Governor Burnet continued to prefide over New York and New Jerfey 1727• 
until 1727, when he was removed to Bofion, and fucceeded by John Mont­
gomery, Efq. whocontinuedtill his death in 1731. In his time, the 172s. 
affembly debated on the fubjec:t of a feparate government from that of 
New York, and petitioned his Majefly thereupon, alleging, '' That they 
humbly apprehended it would much more conduce to the benefit of this 
province, and no prejudice. to that of New York, were their governors, See Beverley's 
as were the governments, diflinB:." This petition was referred by his H.ift?rr of 
Majefiy to the Lords of Trade, who reported to the Lords of the Corn- Virgt rua. 
mittee of the Privy Council, " That they had confidered the humble peti-
tions of the prefident and council, the fpeaker, and feveral members of 
the affembly of his Majefiy's province of New Jerfey; of the grand jury 
-of the faid province; and Mr. Richard Partridge, agent for New Jeriey,', 
whereupon " they could not doubt but that a feparate governor, whom 
tbe province was willing to fupport, would be a_ means to be a quick dif-
patch to their public affairs, to increafe their trade and number of people, 
and very much advance the interefi of the province. Therefore they 
were of opinion, that his Majefl:y might be gracioui1y pleafed to comply 
with the prayer of thofe petitions." 

vVilliam Cofby, Efq. was appointed governor, and continued fo until 
his death in 1736, when the government devolved on the prefident ofthe 
council, John Anderfon, Efq. who died foon afterward, and was fuc­
ceeded by John Hamilton, Efq. 

A commiffion arrived to Lewis Morris, Efq. as governor of New 
Jerfey, feparate from New York, and he continued as fuch until his 
death in 1746. He was fucceeded by prefident Hamilton, who foon 
after died, and was fucceeded by John Reading, Efq. as eldefi counfellor. 
Jonathan Belcher, Efq. arrived as governor, and continued in his office 
until 1757, when he was fucceeded by Mr. Reading as prefident. 

Francis Bernard, Efq. arrived governor in I 7 s8; but was removed to 
Bofion, and fucceeded by Thomas Boone, Efq. in 1760. Mr. Boone was 
removed to South Carolina, and fucceeded to the government of New 
J erfey by Jofiah Hardy, Efq. in 1761. He was removed, and afterward 
appointed conful at Cadiz in the room of Mr. Goldfworthy; and Mr. 
Hardy was fucceeded in I 76 3 by William Franklin, Efq. the prefent gover ... 
nor of the colony. 

VoL.li. 0 CHAP. 
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C I-I A P. Ill. 

The prefent St~te of the Colony. 

T HE great eft lengt~ of Ne~ J erfey from north to fout~, that is 
from Cape May, tn the latitude of 39 ~ to the north fiat10n point 

in the latitude 4 I 0 40 ', is I 84 miles. Its greatefi breadth is about 6o 
miles; but fuppofing it, on an average, 150 in length, and so broad, 
the whole province mufi then contain 4,8oo,ooo acres; of which, at 
leafi, one fourth is poor barren land in refpeB: to tillage, but in part 
abounding with pines and cedars, with fome traCts of fwamp that will 
make meadow. It is thought that Weft Jerfey contains the greatefi 
"<luantity of acres, and in return took the mofi barren land. Eaft Jerfey 
is fuppofed to have located about 468,ooo acres of good land; and 
g6,ooo acres of pine. Wefl: Jerfey is partitioned into about 2,62s,ooo 
acres, of which the far greater part is already furveyed ; and what re-­
mains are chiefly the rights of minors a~d people abroad. 

Almofi the whole extent of the province adjoining the Atlantic is 
barren, or nearly approaching it; yet there are fcattering fettlements all 
along the coafi, where the people fubfifi chiefly by raifing cattle in the 
bog undrained meadows and mar!hes, and cutting down the cedars, 
which were originally plenty of both the white and red forts. The­
barrens or poor lands generally continue from the fea up into the pro· 
vince thirty miles or more, and this nearly the whole extent from eaft 
to wefl:; fo that there are many thoufand acres that will never ferve much 
0f the purpofes of agriculture ; confequently ,_ \V hen the pines and ceda;s­
are gone, this will not be of much value. The lands, however, 111 

general are good. 

T here are. !hirteen counties in the province. 

r. Eqftern Divijio11. 

I. Middlefe~ ; in which lies the city of Perth Amboy, on a point of 
land tha t divides the River Rariton and Arthur Kull Sound : It was 
,called Perth frotn ]an1es Drummond Earl of Perth; and Amboy from 
Ambo, in Indian a point : ·the harbor is capacious, and the port as good 

as 
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as mofi upon the continent. There is alfo New Brunfwick, well built 
upon the Rariton: Princeton, where is New Jerfey college, founded 
by charter from Prefident Hamilton, and enlarged by Governor Belcher 
in I 7 4 7. This county contains feveral villages, and has a confidera ble 
trade with New York. 

2. Monrnouth; which contains Shrewibury, l\1iddletown, Freehold~ 
and Allen Town. 

3· Eifex; contains the well-fettled towns of Elizabeth and Newark, 
in each of which is a public library. 

4· Somerfet; in which .is the village of Bound Brook. 

5· Bergen ; where are the remarkable Paifaic falls; and the family of 
Schuylers have here two large p'arks for deer. 

II. W e.flern Divijion. 

6. Burlington; has its capital of the fame name, which was laid out 
in 167 7 ; alfo Borden Town, and Bridge Town ; with feveral villages. 
In this county are the Indian fettlements of Brotherton and Weekpink. 

7· Gloucefl:er; firft laid out in r677, and contains the villages of' 
Gloucefter, Haddonfield, and ~ oodbury. 

8. Salem; named by John Fenwick, and diftingui:fhed by his tenth, 
in I 67 s; but the name and jurifdic:tion were afterwards fettled by a pro­
prietary law in I 694. It contains the towns of Salem ~nd Hunterdon. 

9· Cur:nberland -; fo named by Governor Belcher, in refpeCl: to his 
Royal Highnefs William late Duke of Cumberland : It was divided 
from Salem by ac:t of aff'embly in 1747; and it contains the town of 
Hopewell, as alfo the village of Greenwich and fome others. 

I o. Cape May; which is divided into three precinc:ts. 

I I. Hunterdon; wa~ divided from Burlington by aa of affembly in 
I 7 I 3, and named by Governor Hunter. The chief town ii Trenton, 
which is a good place of trade. 

02 
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I 2. Morris ; was made a county in 173 8, when the boundaries were 
eftablifhed; but altered by the feparation of Suffex in 1753. It was 
named by Governo.r Morris, and the courts are held at Morris Town. 

1 3· Suffex; was named by Governor Belcher, and was divided from 
Morris by aa of affembly in 17 53· The courts for the county are at 
Hairlocker's plantation, where a new court-houfe was lately built. 

The principal courts in the province are, I. The chancery. 2. The 
governor and council. 3· The prerogative court. 4· The vice-admi­
ralty court. 5· The fupreme courts, held four times a year, alternately 
at Amboy and Burlington. 6. The feffions and court of common pleas, 
for bufinefs in the refpeclive counties. 7· The juftices court for trial of 
fmall ca.ufes in a fummary way .. 

" Appeals for fums above 2oo !. iter ling may be made to the king in 
touncil, after having been through the courts here., 

·The beafts, birds, and hili, are thofe common to the reft of the con­
tinen.t ; but fome of the colonies have much greater vari-ety. 

'The number of inhabitants in I 7 38 was found to be 
l.n 1745 

The incneafe in feven years 

Suppofing the increafe to be nearly the fame fince, the num­
ber now muft be about 

--
--
roo,ooo 

The increafe of fame of the counties in Weft Jerfey, between I699 
and I 745, was found to be more than fix for one; but the proportion of 
!han.gers arriving fince is- not the fame .. 

T Hi 
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SECTION I~ 

General" Remarks: Boundaries: Original Grants from the Crown to the 
Proprietaries., and from them to the Colonjfts. 

I T may in general be obferved, that gold, fi1ver, other valuable 

metals and minerals, as . alfo precious fiones, and fpices, were the firft 

inducements and objects of our Eafi and Weft Indian difcoveries : but 

the trade for tobac._co, _ furs., ikins, fiih, rice, and naval ftores, were only 

incidental. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, in I 584, began the fettlement of Virginia, which 

was dwindlingly carried on until r6o6, when King James I. in one 

p~t:nt incorp?rated two companies, called the Nortli and · South Vir-­
gima compan1es. 

Captain Henry Hudfon; in r 6oS, difcovered· the mouth · of Hudfon'S. . 

River., in 40? _30' of north latitude, upon.his own account, as he..imagined, 
~ ~ill 
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:and fold it, or rather imparted the difcovery to the Dutch, who mad~ 
fame fettlements there; but were drove off by Sir Samuel Argol, Cover .. 
nor of a fecond Virginia corn pany in 16 I 8, becaufe within the Jimits 
granted to that company. King James, however, in 162o, gave the 
Dutch fome liberty of refreihment for their fhips bound to the Brazils 
which then belonged to thetn ; and the Dutch, taking advantage of th~ 
civil wars in England, fo far extended and improved their firft and only 
·colony in North America, that they formed a province called New 
Netherlands, which comprehended thofe territories that are now called 
the colonies of New York, the Jerfeys, and fome part of Pennfylvania. 

48 this great traa of land. had been taken and po£fe£fed by a foreign 
power, though afterward delivered or furrendered back by treaty, King 
Charles II. to remove all difputes concerning the validity of former 
grants, was advifed to make a new grant of that country to his brother 
the Duke of York, by letters patent, bearing date the 29th of June 
!674· 

The province and territories of Pennfylvania are by three dillinCl 
grants. I. The province of Pennfylvania by patent from King Charles II. 
dated the 4th of March 168o-r. II. The Duke of York, on the 24th 
of Augu!r 1682, fold to William Penn the elder, his heirs and affigns, 
the town of Newcafile or Delaware, and a difirict twelve miles round 
Newcafile. III. The Duke of York, by another deed of the fame date, 
alfo granted to Mr. Penn, his heirs and affigns, all that tratl: of land 
from twelve miles fouth of Newcafile to the Hoar Kills, otherwife 
-called Cape Henlopen, divided into the two counties of Kent and Su[ex; 
which, with Newcafile difiriet, are commonly known by the name of 
the three lower counties upon Delaware River. 

~ The northern boundary of the province and territories of Pennfylvania 
is in 42 ° parallel of latitude, from Dela·ware River weft to the exte?t 
of 5 Q in longitude, being about 245 Englifb fiatute miles : thence ~n 
a line parallel with the river of Dela ·are at 5? longitude weft from 1t, 
to a parallel of latitude fifteen miles fouth of Philadelphia, being abo~t 
I 53 miles in a direCt line : but by the courfe of the river to 42 ° of latl· 
tu de is about 2 I o miles. 

This is one of the mofi confiderable of all the North American colo· 
nies, and the firfi proprietary was the fon of Sir 'Villiam Penn,. who 
c_ommanded the Engliili fleet, in conjunB:ion with other admirals, m the 
t1me of the rump parliament, whoxn the Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell 

fent 
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fent with Colonel V enables to reduce Hifpaniola ; to which· expedition, 
though fruitlefs ss to the firft objefr of its defiination, we owe the Ifiand 
of Jamaica. Admiral Penn had been a fhong independent; but became 
a royalift upon the refl:oration, was knighted, and commanded the Eng­
lifh fleet under the Duke of York againfl: the Dutch, commanded by 
Admiral Opdam in 166 5; in which battle the Dutch admiral was killed, 
and Sir vVilliam Penn acquired immortal glory, but foon after died, and 
was interred at Redcliff church in Brifl:ol. 

Sir \Villiam Penn, in reward of his fervices to the crown, had a pro­
mife from King Charles II. of the grant of this part of America; but 
his fon, who was a fl:udent at Chrifl: church in Oxford, together with Lord 
Spencer, afterward that great fiatefman Robert Earl of Sunderland, 
defpifed the furplice, and patronized the ~akers, ·who were then per-­
fecuted. Upon their account he folicited the grant promifed toJ his 
father, and refolved to put himfelf at the head of as many as 'vould go 
with him to the country which he intended to call Pennfylvania. 

The report is probable, that Mr. Penn, befide hi$ royal grant of the 
province of Pennfylvania, had alfo a grant of the fame from the Duke 
of York, to obviate any pretence that the province was comprehended 
in a former royal grant of New Netherlands to the Duke of York : But 
as the -three lower counties or territories were by difiintt deeds or g~ants . 

from that of the royal grant of the province, when it was left by the 
proprietary to their option to be united with the jurifdiB:ion of the gene­
ral government, or to continue a feparate jurifditl:ion, they chofe the 
latter, fo as not to be annihilated by a prevalent authority: And thus 
they continue as two difiina legiflatures, under the direC1:ion of one 
governor;. though their municipal laws and regulations are much the 
fame. 

When Mr. Penn had obtained his patent, he invi'ted feveral perf6ns to 
purchafe lands under it; while he alfo bought the lands of the native 
Indians, which was certainly the befl: right he had to them. The Swedes . 
had encroached upon the Dutch at New York, and fettled upon or near 
t-he freihes 0f the Dei-aware. The King of Sweden appointed a gover­
nor here, who had difputes frequently with the Dutch governor. The 
Swedes applied themfelves chiefly to huibandry, and the Dutch to trade, . 
whereby they became more form· dab le than the Swedes, and obliged 
them to fubmit to fuch a fuperiority. Accordingly, John Rizeing, the 
Swedilh governor, made a formal furrender of the country to Peter· 
StuY.vefant,, the Dutch Governor ; after which, this territory continued! 

fiJbjefr 
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[ubjea to the States Generai ' ntil the Dutch were expelled by the-Eng .. 
lifh, who thereby made the poifeffion more eafy to Mr. Penn. 

There were a few E nglifh here before Mr. Penn fent over the firft 
adventurers under his patent ; and, as governor of them, he appointed 
Colonel William Markham., his nephew, to whom both Swedes and 
Dutch fubmitted. Thofe that firfi: embarked from England as adventu­
rers were generally ~akers from London, Briftol, and Liverpool. 
Servants were to have fifty acres when their times were out; and owners 
of land fifty acres a head for fuch fervants, men or women. 

When the province .began to be fomewhat planted, Mr. Penn went 
aver himfelf, with about 2000 perfons, in 1681; fo that, as he judici­
oufly obferved, this province "was at once made a country." He took 
the government into his own hands, purchafed the Indian territories, 
rlivided the country into proper difi:ricts, and eftabliihed courts for the 
difiribution of juftice. 

·The original draught of the conftitution for this province was made 
by that great patriot and lawyer Sir William Jones, who had too much 
underftanding, virtue, and honour, to throw the people out of the 
.quefi:ion, when their religion, their liberty, their property, their well­
being in this world and the next, were fo nearly concerned in it. 

" Mr. Penn's firft charter conceffions, or form of government to the 
fettlers, feems Utopian and whimfical; confiituting a legiflature of three 
negatives, viz . the governor, and two difi:inct houfes of reprefentatives 
·Chofen by the freemen; one called the provincial council of 72 members, 
the other the provincial affembly of 200 members; the council had an 
exorbitant power of exclufive deliberation upon, and preparing all bills 
for the provincial affem bly; the executive part of the government was 
intirely with them. The provincial affembly, in the bills to be enatl:ed, 
had no deliberative privilege, only a yes or no; then the numbers of pro· 
vincial council, and provincial affembly, feem to be extravagantly lar~e 
for an infant colony: perhaps he was of opinion with fome good poli­
ticians, that there can be no general model of civil government ; the 
humours or inclinations, and nutnbers of various focieties, mu!l: be con· 
fulted and varioufly fettled. A fmall fociety naturally requires the delibe· 
ration and general confent of their freemen for taxation and legiflature; 
when the fociety becomes too numerous for fuch univerfal meeting~, a 
reprefentation or deputation from the feveral diftriB.s is a more convement 
.and eafy adminiftration. His lafi: and prefent fianding charter to the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of the province and territories of Pennfylvania OClober 28 
170 r, runs into the other extreme; the council have no negative in the 
legiflature, and only ferve as the proprietary's council of advice to the 
governor .-A council chofen by the people, to negative refol ves of repre­
fentatives alfo chofen by the people, feems to be a wheel within a wheel, 
and incongruous; but a council appointed by the court of Great Britain 
as a negative, feems to be a good policy, by way of controul upon the 
governor on the one hand, and upon the people by their reprefenta tives 
on the other. 

" The province of Pennfylvania fome years fince was mortgaged to 
Mr. Gee and others, for 66oo l. fierling. In the year I 713, Mr. Penn 
by agreement made over all his rights in Pennfylvania to the crown, in 
confideration of I 2,ooo !. fierling; but .before the infirmnen t of fm-render 
was executed, he died apoplectic, and Pennfylvania fiill remains '\Vith the 
family of Penn .;:~ ." 

¥ Douglas's Summary, vol. ii. p. 305. 
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S E C T I 0 N II. 

Divifions into counties-:-Defcription of the city of Philadelphia, legijlaturt 
and courts of judicature. Religious je[faries. ' 

W ILL I A M Penn, Efq. carried over many ~akers with him to fettle 
in the province, which he divided into proper difiriB:s, and founded 

the capital city of Philadelphia. He continued two years in Pennfyl­
vania, and then returned to England upon the death of his father; but 
he left the government in the hands of Thomas Lloyd, with a council. 

The proper province of Pennfylvania was at firfi divided into the 
three counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, and Chefier, each fending eight 
reprefentatives to the aiTembly : the county of Lancafl:er has been added 
fince, which fends four reprefentatives; and an addition was lately 
made of two new counties back inland, by the names of York and Cum­
ber land, which are allowed only two members each : And all thefe, 
together with two -reprefentatives from the city of Philadelphia, make 
thirty-four reprefentatives, which compofe the houfe of affembly. 

The three lower counties, called the territories, on Delaware River, 
are a difl:inc:t jurifdiB:ion, and their aifembly of reprefentatives confifis 
of fix tnembers from Newcafl:le county, iix from Kent and Suffex coun­
ties, in all ejghtee}1 1nembers. 

The city of Philadelphia is fituated in 75 ° of wefi longitude, -and 
39 ° 58' of north latitude, between Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers, 
and near their confluence. It is well laid out, in a plain, confifiing of 
eight long fireets of two miles, and fixteen crofs fireets of one mile 
each, at right angles, with proper fpaces for public buildings. It is 
divid ed into the following fuburbs and wards; The South fuburbs, the 
Dutch ward, vValnut ward, South ward, Chefi1ut ward, l\1iddle ward, 
I-ligh Street ward, North ward, Mulberry ward, Upper Delaware ward, 
Lower Delaware ward, and the North fuburbs, which were foon well 
built and popu1oufly inhabited, but principally by ~akers, to whom, 
and the other--t::itizens, Mr. Penn, on the 25th of October I 7or, granted 
a charter for eretling the town into a corporation and city, under a 
mayor, recorder, fheriff, and town clerk, eight aldermen, and twelve 
common-council men. 

s The 
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The plan of the city was drawn up by Mr. Thomas Holme, who 
was appointed furveyor general of the province. The city has two fron ts 
on the water; one, on the eaft fide, facing the Schuylkill; and the other, 
·on the weft, facing the Delaware. This city flourifhed fo much at firft, 
that there were about roo houfes eretted there in lefs than a year, and 
they continually increafed until it became a populous and flouri!hing city. 

The names of the fireets denote the feveral forts of timber that are 
comn1on in Pennfylvania; as Mulberry-fireet, Saffafras-fheet, Chefnut­
fireet, vValnut-fl:reet, Beech-fl:reet, Aili fireet, Vine·fl:rcet, and Cedar-fl:reet. 
There are alfo feveral other fl:reets, particularly High-fl:reet, which is roo 
feet in breadth; and fo is Broad-fireet, which is in the tniddle of the 
city, running from north to fouth. 

All owners of rooo acres and upward had their houfes in the two 
fronts facing the rivers, and in the High-fireet, running from the 
middle of one front to the middle of the other. Every owner of rooo 
acres had about an acre in front, and the leffer purchafers about half an 
acre in the -back fireets, by which means the leafi had room enough for 
a houfe, garden, and little orchard. 

The Schuylkill is navigable more than IOO miles above the falls; and 
the Delaware i~ navigable 300 miles. The land on which the city fiands 
is high and firm; but the convenience of cover, docks, and fprings, 
have very much contributed to the commerce of this place, where many 
eminent merchants refide. Ships may ride here in fix or feven fathom 
water, with good anchorage; and the cellars or warehoufes on the quay 
are made-into the river three ftories high. 

In I 749, the city contained about 14,soo inhabitants: and there were 
elev~n places of public religious woriliip; that is, one Church of England, 
two Prdbyterians, two ~akers, one Baptifl:, one Swedifh, one Dutch Lu­
theran, one Dutch Calvinifi, one Moravian, and one Roman Catholic. 

In the province of Pennfylvania and its territories no regular efl:imate 
can be made of the inhabitants~ becaufe there is no poll-tax, nor any 
militia lift allowed for alarms, or common trainings, to form efiimates 
by, as in the other colonies; but, in the I aft fix months-of 17 50, there .. 
were buried in Philadelphia as follows : 

p 2 Swedes 
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Swedes, 
Prdbyterians, 
lhptifts, 
(~akers, 
Dutch Lutheran, 
Dutch Calvinifis, 
Roman Catholics, 
Church of England, 
Negroes ) , 

In all, 

13 
26 
9 

104 
28 
39 
IS 
64 
41 -

34-0 -
There is only one cuflom-houfe colleB:ion in the proper province of 

Pennfylvania? called the port of Philadelphia ; it lhould be obferved that 
Delaware River, or the port of Philadelphia, is generally frozen up, 
and has no navigation in the months of January and February. 

' , 

The atl:s of legiflature run as follows : " Be it enaB:ed, by the Ho-
nourable Eiq. Lieutenant-Governor of the province of Pennfylvania, 
and of the counties of Newcafile, Kent, and Suifex, on Delaware River; 
by and with the confent of the reprefentatives of the freemen of the 
faid province, in general affembly met." The governor is only deputy 
t0 the proprietary, and is fl:iled his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, 
whofe annual falary has generally been 1000 L currency out of the 
excife duty for the province of Pennfylvania, and 200 l. a year from the 
territories called the Three LovYer Counties. But, by atl: of parliament, all 
lieutenant-governors., or deputies, nominated by proprietors, or prin­
cipal hereditary governors of Britiih colonies, tnuft have the royal ap­
probation. 

The houfe of affembly confifis of thirty-four reprefentatives; and the 
qualification for an eletl:or or elected is, a freeman refident in the country 
for two years, worth in real or perfonal efiate, or both jointly, the value 

. of fifty pounds currency; which is to be declared upon oath or affirm­
ation, if required : but the territories have a peculiar jurifdietion, as 
obferved before. 

Their general afiemblies are annually eleClive on the firft of Oetobe~; 
and the reprefentatives are not by towns and pari!h elections, Philadelphia 
excepted, as in the New England colonies; but by county eleB:ions. 

Pennfylvania 
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Pennfylvania P ·oper, called the Province, for many years, conlified 

of only three counties, called the Upper Counties; as, r. Buckingham 

county, whofe chi "f town is Brifiol. Q. Pniladelphia county, whofe capital 

is of the fame name, which implies "brotherly love.,, 3· Chefier county, 

whofe principal town is Chefier, about fifteen miles below Philadelphia town. 

The three interior counties are, Lancafier, York, and Cumberland, whofc 

capitals are of the fc1me name. The territories are called the three Lower 

Counties on Delaware River. I. Newcafile county, the chief town New­

cafile, about thirty-five miles below Philadelphia. 2. Kent county, 

whofe principal town is Dover. 3· Suifex county, the capital of which 

is Lewis town or Hoarkill, near Cape Henlopen of Delaware Bay. 

The courts of judicature are as following: 

Juries are all returned by the Iheriff, except in particular cafes, but 

not often, when ther'"' may be a firuck jury by confent of parties; which 
mufi be in the prefence of the judges, the fheriff, and the parties. 

The Iheriffs and coroner3 are annually eletl:ed, at the fame time with 

the reprefentatives, by a county eletlion. The people eletl: two for 
each office, of which th~ governor choofes one, who in the fame man­

ner may be eletl:ed for three years running; but cannot be re-eletl:ed 

after three years, without the intervention of three years, when they 

are capable of a new eletl:ion. 

Juftices of the peace are all appointed by the governor, and fit in 

quarter feffions, conformable to the laws and infiitutions of England. 

The judges of the common pleas are the juftices of the peace in each 

refpetl:ive county; and when the quarter feffions are fini.fhed, ~hey con­

tinue to fit in quality of the judges of common pleas by commiffion 

from the governor. 

The fupreme court confifis of a chief jufiice, and two affifiant judges, 

commiffioned by the governor. They bave all the authority of the 

king'"s bench, common pleas, and court of exchequer, in England, in the 
words of the provincial law. They not only receive appeals, but all caufes 

once commenced in the inferior courts, after the firft writ,, may be molfed 

thither by a habeas corpus, certiorari, writs of error, &c. The judges 

of this fupreme court have alfo a fianding and difiind: commiffion , to 

hold, as to them .fhall fee1n needful, courts. of oyer and terminer and 
general 
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general gaol delivery throughout the province, and are jufrices of the 
peace in every county. 

The fupreme courts in Pennfylvania are held at Philadelphia, the 
tenth day of April, and the twenty-fourth day of September. 

There is an officer called the regi!ter-general, for the probate of 
wills, and granting letters of adminifiration; whofe authority extends 
all over the province, but is executed by a deputy in each refpective coun­
ty, except at Philadelphia, v1here he is obliged to refide himfelf. He or 
his deputies, in cafe of any dif"pute, or caveat entered, may call twojufiices 
of the peace to affift hitn in giving decifions. The authority of this of­
ficer, and of all the others above-mentioned, is founded on acts of alfem­
bly, impowering the governor to commiffion and appoint fuch as feem 
to him qualified for that purpofe. 

The court of vice-admiralty is, as in the other colonies, by commiiflon 
from the admiralty in England. 

The ju!ticiary court of admiralty is, as in the other colonies, by cam­
million under the broad feal9f England. Smne of the neighbouring pro­
vinces being included in one and the fame commiffion, the judges are 
the governors, councils, captains of men of war, principal officers of the 
cufioms, and fome jufiices of the peace. 

As to the religious fectaries, the ~akers are the chief; and thefe are a 
feparate body from all the other diffenters, difagreeing in dofrrine and 
practice from all alike, and teaching a particular religion from every other 
body of Chrifiians throughout the world. Their adverfaries have charged 
them with a denial of all the fundamentals of Chrifiianity. They are a 
diftinct political body, governed with great regularity, by laws and rules 
of their own making; and, in their outward deportment, they ftudy to 
appear as contrary to the reil: of mankind as they poffibly can. 

For their faith, the faireft account we can take of it will be from an 
Apology which Robert Barclay, one of their own body, prefented to 
King Charles I I. 

In this there is no mention of a Trinity of Perfons in the G?d· 
head ; nothing of the incarnation of Jefus Chrift, and of his betng 
actually thereupon God-man; of the plenary fatisfaction which he gave 
to the Divine J ufiice for the fins of men, by ,his death; of his afcen~on 

m to 
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·into heaven with the fame body with which he appeared to St. Thomas 
after his refurreClion; of his conftant interceffion at the right hand of the 
Father for all mankind; nor of the refurrec:tion of the body. 

Thefe articles the ~akers have been charged with denying, before 
the writing of Robert Barclay's Apology, and more vigoroufly iince. In 
defence for themfelves, they fay, that they own " the Three that bear 
record in heaven,'' I John v. 7· But the terms, Perfon and Trinity, 
they rejeB:, as not fpiritual; and they fay farther, that the word Perfon 
is too grofs to exprefs fuch an union. They refufe therefore to fubfcribe 
the Nicene and Athanafian Creeds; and they feem to accufe the doCtrines 
therein contained of polytheifm. As to the doctrine of the incarnation, 
as the church of England holdeth it, they are not clear. They keep to 
Scripture-phrafes, and own, that the Godhead dwelt bodily in Jefus: but 
whether they mean any more thereby than that the light, which they call 
the Ch-rifr \Yithin., dwelt in the Man Jefus fully, and was given to hi1n 
without meafure, is uncertain; for when they have been charged with affirm­
ing, that " there is no other Chrifi but what is within them," they reply 
thus: " When we fay, -There is no other Chrifi than what is within us, 
we fay true; becaufe Chrifl:, as God, cannot be divided; and the meafure or 
rnanifefl:ation of the Spirit of Chrifi in us is not another, but a manifefia-

. tion of the fame Chrifi, which did, in fulnefs and bodily, dwell in the 
Man Jefus." They never fpeak of the hypoftatical union of the t\YO 

natures, divine and human, in the perfon of Jefus Chrift. Some of 
them have been charged with allegorizing away the whole hiftory of the 
crucifixion of Jefus Chrifi at Jerufalem, and of his refurrec:tion and afcen­
fion; but this their vindicators deny,, and many of them have been very 
explicit in their ackno\vledgment of the reality of that hifiory, though 
they utterly deny, " ' that the outward perfon who fuffered his body to 
be crucified by the Jews, without the gates of Jerufalem , is properly the 
Son of God." It will not be difficult to colleCt how far they agree 'vith 
the church of England in the doCtrine of the full and fufficient oblation 
-and fatisfattion which Jefus Chrift made for the fins of a11 mankind at his 
death. As -to the refurreG:ion of the body, what they pofi tively mean by 
it, they have never yet explained: negatively they affert, that the fame 
natural and ftefhly body, \vhich was here upon earth, fhall not rife; and 
in that they are very explicit, and pretend to prove their affertion from 
St. Paul's account of the refurrec:tion. 

At firft they had no fuch thing as church government; and every man 
fpoke, aCted, direCted, and admonifhed all things as he apprehended hi1n­
fdf to be direCted by the light within: but as they grew numerous, 

they 
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they found this would not keep them fufficiently together; and fo, under 
the direCl:ion of their firfi: founder, George Fox, they formed themfelves 
into a regular b~dy, and obfer_ved ~ fi:ated d~fcipline; in which, though 
without pretendmg to any thmg hke coercwn, they ~re as united, and 
underfl:and the fl:ate of one another, as well as any foc1ety of men what· 
foever, civil or ecclefiafl:ical, in Chrifiendom *. 

Their monthly and quarterly meetings are held in the feveral -countries 
in which they live; and according as their fettlements are more numerous 
and thick, fo more or fewer towns fend deputies to thefe affemblies. In 
their tneetings they take examinations of the ftate of every town in which 
they dwell : they inquire who ftand fail: to their rules and orders, and 
who backflide from them ; who write againfi: them; who pay tithes and 
churchwardens rates; who fuffer for non-payment of either; as alfo who 
are married by priefis; and accordingly they cenfure or encourage; there 
they excommunicate; and there, upon occafion, they receive into cam· 
m union again: and of all this they keep exafr regifters. 

From thefe monthly and quarterly meetings, appeals lie to their yearly 
ones. Thefe yearly tneetings are always held in London, which is the 
~enter of communion of all the ~akers throughout the world. Thither 
deputies come from all parts of Great Britain, Ireland, Holland, Germany, 

. and the plantations; in which lafi: they have many numerous fettlements. 
This meeting is ufually held in 'Vhite Hart Court, in Grace Church· 
fireet, in a c01nmodious room, built on purpofe. They fend alfo a yearly 
.epiftle to all their fettlements, giving inftrutl:ions and admonitions proper 
to the occafion; to be read in the monthly and quarterly meetings of 
friends throughout the world. 

The fecond day's meeting is a fianding committee, refiding at London, 
which meets every Monday in the year: its members are their principal 
teachers refiding in or near the city; their bufinefs is to attend every par­
ticular 'ex igency relating to the body, which may happen from one yearly 
meeting to another; but more particularly they are to examine, appro~e, 
and licence all books printed or reprinted for the fervice, as they call 1t, 
of the truth. 

The meeting of fufferings is one of the ancientefi aifemblies they ha:e; 
its regular time of meeting is every fix weeks ; its bnfinefs is to rece1ve 

• Their meetings, by which they aCt as a fociety, are of feveral forts; monthly, quarterly, 
yeady, fecond·day 's meetings, and meeting of fufferings. 

complaints 
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complaints out of all parts of England and Wales, from thofe who have 
fuffered for non-payment of tithes and rates, and to take care how to pro­
cure them relief, either by fending them money, or by foliciting their 
caufes above, or both. Thefe people are more indulged than any other 
fubjeB:s; they are not obliged to take the oaths to the government; their 
bare word or affirmation is held fufficient: and whereas they ufed to affinn 
in the name of God, this was looked upon as too great an impofition on 
them, and the word God is now left out of it *." 

The Q£akers were not diftinguiihed by any particular name until the 
year· 165o; and in 1656 fome of them arrived in New England, where 
they were perfecuted with great feverity t; but now, by their fimplicity 
of manners, induftry, integrity, frugality, humanity, and charity, they 
are univerfally efteemed. 

Mr. Penn became a ~aker when he was twenty-two years of age; 
and he went with George Fox upon a miffion into foreign countries ; but 
from Holland they foon returned home; after which, Mr. Penn ·wrote 
voluminoufly in defence of the feet he had embraced and patronized. 

The ~akers have two large meeting-houfes in Philadelphia, and a 
meeting almoft in every towniliip of the three firft fettled counties. In 
the other three counties they are not fo prevalent; but they every where 
preferve a power by their two irrefifl:ible maxims of riches and unity : 
they have the fecret of keeping their young people up to thefe, and let 
them think and talk otherwife as they pleafe. The external part of their 
religion confifts only in trivial matters, as antiquated modes of fpeech and 
p1ainnefs of drefs; but the puf11animous dotl:rine of not defending them­
felves by force againft an invading enemy, is very fingul~r. They fay, 
that a regular clergy with benefices are hirelings: but unjufl:ly they are 
faid not to regard the Scriptures; whereas, in their exhortations,-and de­
fences of their orthodoxy, they ufe Scripture-phrafes and quotations as 
much as -any other feCl:aries; but fome of their tenets feem to be Armi-. 
n1an. 

There are feveral forts of Baptifis in Pennfylvania: I. The EngJiih ,arc 
generally a good and fober kind of people, who have one meeting in 
Philadelphia, and fome in the country. Q. The Firft-day Baptifis have 
b-een already mentioned. 3· The German Baptifts are alfo ·reputed 

• See the Statutes, 13 Car. II. cap. i. and 8 \V. Ill. cap. q .. 2 Geo-. I. cap. vi. 
t Neale, vol. i. p. 310. 344· Hutchinfon, p. 196. Douglafs, i. p. r36. 

VoL. II. orderly: 
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order1y: they f1a.ve no 'meetings, or public places of worihip in Phila­
delphia, but tnany in the country, and generally refufe the qualification 
oath. One of their branchings are called Menifis, who have no meeting 
in the capital, but follow farming in the eountry, where they are confi­
dered as a numerous and V\realthy people. Their diftinCl:ion is wearing 
long beards, and refufing government oaths. 4· The Dumplers are a fmaU 
body of German Baptifts from Philadelphia: both men and women pro­
fefs continency, and live in feparate apartments. Tho' an illiterate people i11 

general, they have a decent chapel, and a printing-prefs, where fome are 
continually printing, and others are curious in writing fine, particularly 
in iCrolls, on religious fubjeCls, fiuck up in their halls and cells: the 
initial letters are beautifully i11uminated with blue, red, and gold; fuch 
as may be feen in old monkiili manufcripts. The tnen wear a monkiih 
habit, without breeches, like capuchins, but lighter cloth. As to oaths, 
they are the fame with the <l.l!akers and Moravians; and as craftfmen, 
they are very ingenious. They have a grifi-mill, a faw-mill, a paper­
mill, an oil-mill, and a mill for pearl barley, all under one roof, upon 
a fine ftream, which brings them in a confiderable gain. 

The Lutherans have one church in Philadelphia, and feveral in the 
country. There are a1fo three Lutheran churches belonging to the de- . 
fcendants of the old Swedifh families. They are fupplied once in feven 
years from Sweden, and generally with good men. 

The Preibyterians have two meetings in Philadelphia, and many in 
·- the country, particularly a fmall congregation called Cameronians, or Co­
venanters, who deny fubmiffion to magiftrates. 

The Papifts are tolerated in this colony, as well as in t\1aryland, even 
as to the public exercife of the Roman catholic rel igion; and in Phila­
delphia there is a public popifh chapel, frequented by a poor fet of Iriib 
people, whofe priefis have generally been Jefuits frmn England or l\1ary­
land. 

The Moravians have tranfported themfelvc-s in confiderable numbers 
frmn Germany, and call themfelves mzitasfi·,ltrum, or united brethren, 
as before mentioned. In church government they are epii::opal, but re­
fufe taking the oaths, in which they are favoured like the <2Eakers by 
affirmation, purfuant to an aB: of parliament in I 7 49· They publifh no 
Creed or Confcffion of Faith, and preach in an enthufiafiic H:rain. They 
uCe infi:rumental mufic in their worihip; and they have a chapel, with a 
fmall organ, in Philadelphia: but their grand fettle1nent is at Bethlehem, 

about 
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about fifty miles from the capital; and, at their folemn fellivals, they ufe 
French horns, hautbois, and violins. They poffefs about eight thoufand 
acres o~ land, and make valuable fettlements. They are very zealous to­
ward converting the Indians1 fome of whom have joined their fociety, 
which fends miffionaries even to Greenland and Surinam. The Mora vians 
refufe carrying arms, but willingly contribute toward the pecuniary charge 
of a war, which fome ~akers have refufed. 

The Moravians are indulged in Pennfylvania with an affirmation, infiead 
of an oath; but their affirmation difqualifies them to give evidence in 
criminal cafes, as alfo to ferve in juries ; though the <l.l!akers affirmation 
is allowed in cafes both civil and criminal. 

In Pennfylvania there has alfo been a numerous importation of Pala­
tines, ,Saltzburgers, and other foreigners; of whom it has been obferveq, 
that in progrefs of time, by their induftry and frugality, they may become 
poifeifed ~the moft valuable lands in the colony. 

THE 
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MARYLAND is properly a fprout from Virginia; therefore the· 
conne.ttion of this fettlement with the ~rft difcoveries muft be· 

referred to the _general account of Virginia. 

Toward the end of the reign of King James I. Sir George Calvert, then, 
principal fecretary of fiate, afterward Lord Baltimore, obt3;iifed a patent 
for fome fiiliing harbours in_ Newfoundland; but he met with ,feveral.dif­
appointinents, owing to his zeal for the catholic religion, and foon after­
ward died; upon which his fon.and heir obtained a patent from K. Charles f. 
for " All that part of a peninfula, lying in the parts. of America, between 
the oceari on the eaft, and the Bay of Chefapeak on the weft, and divided 
from the other part thereof by a right line drawn from the Promontory or 
Cape of Land, called Watkin's Point, fituate in the faid Bay, near the 
river of Wigheo, on the weft, unto the main ocean on the eafi; and be­
tween that bound on the fouth, unto that part of Delaware Bay on the 

north, 
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nor th, which li es under the fortieth d~gree of north latitude: and all 
tha t t r<1Ct of lan d within th e. boun:Js un.dcrwritten; that is, paffing from 
thence unto Delaware Bay, 1n a nght hne, unto the true meridian of the 
£1 rfi fouatain of the river Potomatk; and from thence tending toward the 
fo uth unto the fa rther bank of that river; and following the wefi: and 
fout h f1Je th ereof unto a place called Cinquack, fi tuate near the mouth of 
that river, where it falls into the Bay of Chefapeak ; and from thence by 
a Hraight line unto \Vatkin's Point.'' 

l J pon this patent, Lord Baltimore intended to vi!i t Maryland in per­
fan, but altered his mind, and appointed h is brothe_r, Leonard Calvert, to 
be governor; but he alfojoined Jeremy Hawley, Efq. and ThomasCorn­
walli s, Efq. in the comrniffion. The firft colony confifl:ed of about two 
hundred perfons, fent by his lordfhip in the autumn of 1633· They were 
chiefly gentlemen of good families, but Rmnan catholics. · 

They failed from Cowes in the Hle of \Vight on the 22d of November 
I 63 2, touched at Barbadoes, and arrived at Virg inia on the 24th of Fe­
bruary following. Their arrival in Potomack River was on the rfc of 
!\!larch; and, after ranging about, they at lafi: fetded, with the confent 
of the Indians at Y amaco, an Indian town at the mouth of the river, to 
\vhich place they gave the name of Saint Mary's. It is fuppofed, that, in 
the firft two years, this fettlemeot coil: Lord Baltimore above 40,000 !. 
fierling, by bringing over colonifis, provifions, and fiores. But during 
the civil wars in England, Lord Baltimore was deprived of the govern· 
ment or jurifdittion of' Maryland. However, foon after the reftoration 
of King Charles If. Charles Lord Baltimore, fon of Lord Cecilius, ob­
tained a confirmation of the grant "in 163 2, and made feveral voyages to 
his province : yet, as the proprietor was a Roman catholic, the crown 
re tained the jurifdittion, and appointed the governor, as well as all other 
civil officer.s; after which the proprietor became a protefrant, and enjoyed 
t'he government _of the provioc.e in its fulleft extent. 

T.he·firft fctflement was at :Saint Mary.,s, wbere the general a[embly a~d 
courts of .judicature were kept for many years: but they were removed m 
1699 to Aunapolis, at the mouth of the River Severn, for the better 
conveniency of the whole province, as .it w.as nearly the center of it all. 

CHAP. , 
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C H A P. II. 

The fourteen countie.s, as divided andjettlcd in 17 52; the courts, legijlativ1 
and execut£'ve j proprietors anJ deputy governors; taxr:s, quit-rents , 
and currencies. 

THE province of Maryland in I 7 52 was divided into fourteen coun­
ties; that is, fev~n on each fide of the Great Bay; as following : 

I. Saint 1\tl:J.ry~s, l IV/ orcefl.:er, l • • 
2. Calvert, I Somerfet, I 3· Prince George, Dorchefier, 
4· Charles, ~ V.f e!l fide.< Tal bot, ~ Eafi fide. 
S· Anne Arundel, I I ~een Anne's , ., 
6. Baltimore, Kent, 

Frederick, 
• 

LCecil, j 7· J 

1 /5 ::;, 

Formerly the aifembly was triennial, but it is very different now, ,when ~Lrgif!.at)ve 
they are called, adjourned, prorogueu, and diifolved, a.s occafion requires. p:.Jwer._ 

Befides, it appears, that, in the government of Maryland, there are four 
negatives in the legiflative power, as there provincially · confiruCled: 
I. The lower houfe, or houfe of reprefentativ~s, where all bills for aCts 
originate. 2. The governor's council. 3· The governor. And, 4· 
The lord proprietor. But of thefe four negatives, the proprietor feems to 
have three; therefore the late difcontents might arife. 

19 

The complement of the council is twelve, appointed by the governor..- The council . 

general, principal, or proprietor; but are paid I 8o lb. of tobacco per diem 
by _ the province. 

The lower houfe of a!fembly, or houfe of reprefentatives, confifts of Atrembly. 

four from each ot the prefent fourteen counties, and two from Annapolis, 
as the capital of the province; each is paid x6o lb. of tobacco per diem. 

I. The pariih-veftries, who not only manage the affairs of the parilh- Executive 

church, but alfo the prudential matters of the diftriB:, like the felett men power. 

in New England; befide, they are aife!fors of rates or taxes. They 
are twelve in each parilh for life; and, upon a deceafe, the furvivors 
eleCt another to fupply the vacancy. - . 

· 2. The county-courts. 
3· The 
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3· The circuit court of affizes for trying criminal cafes, and titles of 
land. There is one court on each . fid~ o~ the bay, co?fifting of a chief 
judge, an affifiant judge, and proper JUnes, who fit tn, and form the 
refpeCtive courts. · 

4· From the county courts, there is appeal to the provincial court of 
Annapolis, in perfonal debts of so I. or upward. 

S· In the city of Annapolis are held themayor~ quarterly courts. 

6. From the provincial courts held at Annapo1is lies an appeal in cafes 
.of 300 I. fterling value, or upward~ to the King in council. 

The commiifary grants the probates of wills and adminiflrations; but he 
is not a fuperintendant of the clergy, and· his place is worth about wool. 

- ·)l year. 

The lieutenant-governor is chancellor, and grants licences for marry­
ing, which are given out or fold, by a minifter in each county, at 1 /, 

5 .r. of which the governor has twenty fhillings, and the parfon five. The 
lieutenant-governor has alfo fees for the great feal of the province, and 
many other perquifites. The country generally gives him three half· 
pence per hogiliead of tobacco exported; but the falary allowed him by 

- the governor is feldom publicly known. , . 

Lords pro­
priewrs. 

Deputy·go-; 
vernors4 

!he court of vice-admiralty is of the fame nature as thofe already de­
fen bed; and fo is thejuftidary court of admiralty, purfuant to the act of 
the I I th and 1·2 th of King \Villiam HI. 

L Sir George Calvert. 2. His fon, Cecilius Lord Baltimore, in 1-632. 
3· Charles Lord Baltimore, fon ofCecilius, in r661. 4· FrederickLord 
Baltimore, who fucceeded to the government in 17 5 I. 

I. Sir Edmund A ndros. 2. Colonel Nicholfon. 3· C0l~mel Blackifton. 
4· Colonel Seymour, in 1704. 5· Colonel Corbet. 6. Colonel Hunt. 
7· Beneditl: Leonard Calvert, Efq. in 1732. 8. Samuel Ogle, Efq. in 
·1747, until 17 52. Hora·tio Sharpe, Efq. till 1769. 

Taxes, !?(.yit-rt:nts, and Currencies. 

Taxes. In Maryland and Virginia, the public rates or ta~es, for _province, 
.county, and pariili, are called levies, which conftitute a capitation .or poll-

(,_7 tax, 
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tax upon all titheab1es; that is, upon all ma es of whites, and upon all , 
l"groes, males and females, of fixteen years and upward, to fixty years 
of age. There are about forty thoufand taxables in Maryland; and 
the tax has generally been from go lb. to IQO lb. of tobacco on each poll 
annually; 40 lb. of which was for the rector of the pari{h, the refi for 
the poors rate, affembly wages, and other public exigenci "S: but the 
clergymen of Maryland are better provided for than thofe in the other 
colonies; in Virginia, the pariih minifiers are fixed to I 6,ooo lb. of 
tobacco a year for falary, but i1 Maryland there is no falary afcertained: 
fo that in this increafing colony, when the minifiers are paid in propor­
tion to the number of taxablcs, the more thofe increafe the more will the 
clergy be. enr.iched. 

121 

The proprietor's quit-rents are two ihi1lings fierling a year for every ~it-rent• • . 
hundred acres; afterward increafed to four ihillings in fome parts, and 
unfuccefsfully attempted to be advanced to ten in others, which was done 
by agents. The affembly, however, with the confent of the lord propri-
etor, experimentally granted him, during the term of three years, in lieu 
of quit-rents, a revenue of 3 s. 6 d. fierling duty per hogfhead of tobacco, 
to be paid by the merchant or ihipper. Thus the planters, or affembly, 
to eafe themfelves, laid the burden upon trade, which amounted to about 
sooo l. fierling a year; but, upon the expiration of the three years, this 
project was dropped, and the proprietor found · it more for his interefi to 
revert to the revenue ari!ing from the quit-rents as before. 

The principal currency was toBacco, by the pound or hundred weight, Currencie-s,. 
~s regulated by acts of affembly, or general confcnt of the people: 
but the province was hurt by the emiffion of paper-currency. In I734 
they emitted 9o,ooo !. in bills of public credit; whereof thirty ihillings 
to every taxable was 54,ooo !.' and 'the remaining ~6,oco l was to build 
a governor's houfe, and to be let upon loan. The fund for calling in 
thefe bills of public credit was a duty upon liquors, and other things, to 
be paid in fierling, and lodged in the hank of England, fo as to be can-
celled in the fpace of thirty years. Thefe bills were not receivable in the 
proprietor'"s quit-rents, becaufe an enfuing depreciation was perceived, 
which reaHy happened; fo that from thirty-three and three-quarters dif-
ference of exchange with London, it gradua11y arofe to an hundred and 
fifty difference. In 17 40 the Pennfy lvania cigh t fhillings was equal to 
twelve iliillings Maryland; but as the fund for cancelling thefe bills of 
credit was regularly tranfmitted to the bank of England, they gradually 
recovered their value, and 200 I. Maryland was equal to 1 oo !. fierling 
in I 7 48, when they were cancelled. 

v_o L. IT. R c I-I A P: . 
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Boundaries, mountains and rivers, produce and manujaflures. 

T HESE ha~e been already mentioned; nor ~re ~he ~ifputes yet fet• 
tied: but It m.ay be obferved, that the terminating lme of this pro­

vince is a fmall opehing between the properties of the Penns and of Lord 
Fairfax, as fettle? by treaty with the Six ~ations of Indians in 1744, 
whereby it was fhpulated, that the boundanes iliould be at two miles 
above the uppermofr falls of Potomack River, and run from thence in a 
north line to the fouth bounds of Pennfylvania. The Indians gave a quit­
claitn to all the lands in Maryland, eafr of that line, for the confideration 
of 3oo !. currency, paid to them by Maryland. 

Thefe iliould be referred to our account of Virginia; yet here it may be 
obferved, that as both provinces lie in the fame extenfive bay of Chefa­
peak, the (atne account occurs with regard to both, as to their navigation 
and trade. 

Maryland and Virginia are flat countries, excepting the Apalachian 
great mountains to the wefrward, which begin in Pennfylvania, and run 
900 miles fouth-wefi:, at about I so or 200 mile~ difl:ance from the eafiern 

.fhore of the Atlantic Ocean, and terminate in the bay of Apalachia River, 
near Penfacola, in the Gulph of l\~1exico. · 

Colonel Spotfwood, lieutenant-governor of Virginia, was the firft who 
paired the Apalachian Mountains, or great Blue Hills; and his attendants 
were called " Knights of the horfe-fhoe,'' having difcovered a horfe-pafs. 

There are t\VO paffes acrofs thefe tnountains: the north pafs is in Spot .. 
fylvania; and the fouth pafs is near Brunf1 · i c~ . 

Some rivers have been difcovered on the \Yert fide of the Apalachian 
Mountains, which fall in to the River Ohio, and that falls into the River 
Miffiffippi, below the Ri ver Ilinois. 

Prod uce :1 nJ Thefe are nearly the l1me in the provinces of lV1arylancl and Virginia; 
manufact ures. but tobacco is the principal, w hi eh is a yearly plant; and when at its full 

g ·owth, is about five feet eight inches; the fialk is firaight, lniry, and 
clammy : in trade there are only two fpecies of tobacco, that is, Ora­
nokoe fr01n Maryland, and the northern parts of Virginia; with the 

fweet 
I 
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fweet fcented from the fouth parts of Virginia, whereof the .befi kind 
is frmn James and York Rivers. The firfi is the firongefi, and chiefly 
demanded by the no thern markets of Europe ; the other is milder, and 
more pleafant; but the difference feems to be only from the foil. Sweet­
fcented, which grows in fin y lands, is befi for fmoaking when new, or 
only from two to three ,·e~us old; that from fiiff land, if kept five or fix 
years, much exceeds tl e former in quality. 

Tobacco is gener<lly cu.tivated in fets by negroes, who have an over­
feer to eight labourers. Each working negro is reckoned one ihare; and 
the overfeer has one and a half, or two :flures. The charge of a negro is 
a coarfe woollen jacket and breeches, with one pair of :£hoes in \vinter: 
victualling is one peck of Indian corn, and fome falt per week~ 

To prevent tobacco from becoming a drug, no taxable is to cultivate 
above fix thuufand plants. The plantation duty is one penny fierling per 
pound upon tobacco exported to the other colonies; and is about 200 !. 
toward the revenue of the college of Williamfburgh in Virginia. 

'The common cu1 tu re of tobacco is in this manner : The feed is fown 
in beds of fine mould, and tranfplanted the beginning of May. The 
plants are fet at ~hree or four feet intervals or difiances: they are billed, 
and kept continually weeded; but when as many leaves are ihot out as the 
foil can nouriih to advantage, the plant is flopped, and it grows no higher. 
It is frequently wormed; and the fuckers, which put forth between the 
leaves, are taken off until the plant arrives to perfe,c:tion, which is in 
Augufi, when the leaves begin to turn brownifh and fpot. In a hot 
time, the plant is cut down, and hanged up to dry, after being f,veated in 
heaps for one night, when it may be handled without crumbling; for 
tobacco fhould not be handled but in moifi weather. The leaves are 
firipped off from the fialk, tied up in little bundles, and packed up in ; · 
hogilieads for tranfportation; b'tlt no fuckers or ground leaves are allowed. 
to be merchantable. 

An ~ndufirious man may manage fix thoufand plants of tobacco, and .. 
four acres of Indian corn. 

Maryland and Virginia fometimes produce more tobacco than they can 
vent to advantage, by glutting the markets too much. 

Tob~cco is not only their chief produce for trade, but may alfo be 
called their medium or currency, as it is received in taxes or debts; and . 
the infpeaor's notes for tobacco received by him may be transferred. 

R 2 Formerly_. 



Iron. 

Timber and 
lumber. 

:HISTORY OF BR'ITI'SH AMERICA. 

·Formerly the to~ac~o bufinefs was managed by rec7ivers, ~t cutting 
'houfes, near the fiupp1ng places, where the planter delivered hts tobacco 
to the merchants ; but this is not the cafe at prefent, for in every river 
there are country ftores, where the tobacco is depofited; and every hogf­
head is branded with the marks of the planter, river, and ftore. 

Many fwine run wild in the woods of Maryland, Virginia, and North 
Carolina. They are generally fmall, and are falted and barrelled. They 
feed 1nofily upon mail:; eat oily and rank; but they make a confiderable 
branch in the export of thefe colonies. 

'Forefi nuts, of many kinds, are '\f'ery plentiful, upon which the- price 
of pork depends. Next to the pork fed with Indian corn, as in New 
England, acorns make the firmeft pork. Beech nuts alfo make fweet 
pork, but flabby, oily and foft. 

Good land in Maryland and Virginia generally yields fifteen bullie1s 
of wheat an acre, or thirty bufhels of Indian corn, which cafts whiter 
than that of New England. 

-Calavances, or Maryland peafe, both white and red, are exported to 
feveral of the other colonies; they yield better than the common peafe of 
Europe; which makes them a profitable food for the poorer fort of white 
people, and for negro flaves. 

T ·hey raife, in the uplands, quantities o'f hemp and flax. In OOober 
17 5 r, from the back fettlements of Maryland, there came into Baltimore 
Town above fixty waggons of flax-feed. In fome counties of Maryland 
the flax is worked up in charity fchools. 

Toward the mountains there are fome furnaces for running of iron <Jre 
into pigs and hollow caft-'.vare; as alfo forges to refine pig-iron into 
bars. 

Their oak is of a firaight grain, and eafily fplits into fiaves; but in 
building of veifels it is not durable. They build only fmall craft; but 
fome years fince they built a large !hip called the Britiili Merchant, bur· 
den one thoufand hogfheads; and, with nl.any repairs, rne kept in the 
Vi~ginia trade thirty-fix years . · 

T -heir black walnut is in great demand for cabinets, tables, and other 
joiners work. 

l\1aryland 
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Maryland and Virginia produce beautiful large apples, but very mealy; 
their peaches are plenty and good, from which they diftil a good fpi rit. 

T he alarum lift, and the training militia, are nearly in the fame man­
ner, and under the fame regulations, as in the other colonies already men­
tioned. The taxables are about forty thoufand perfons, whites and blacks. 

About four thoufand negroes are yearly imported into Maryland and 
Virginia, where fome planters have five hundred Daves, and M r. Bennet 
of M aryland had thirteen hundred at one time. A peck of Indian corn 
and fome falt is their weekly allowance of provifion for each negro : they 
are reckoned to raife rooo lb. weight of tobacco, befide fome barrels of 
corn, per head; and 6ooo plants are computed to yield 1000 lb. weight 
of tobacco, which is the utmofi quantity allowed. -

There may be about 350 felons imported yearly to M aryland from 
England; but the colonifts wiih this importation was reilrained. 

Roman catholics abound in Maryland, where the county courts grant 
meeting· houfe licences to diffenting minifiers, which are fometimes nega-
tived by the fuperior court. , 

~~HE 
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The Hiftory of VIRGIN I A. 

C H A P. I. 

Original difcoveries, charters, boundaries, and fettlements. 

HIS country was firfi difcovered to the Europeans by Sebafiian 
j Cabot, in 1497, as already mentioned: but notwithftanding the 

French pretenfions of any difcovery made by John Verazzan, the Eng­
lifh jufl:ly claim it from the care and expence of Sir Waiter Raleigh, 
who obtained letters patent for that purpofe from ~een Elizabeth in 
I 58 3, and fitted OUt two fhips the next year, and fent thetn upon the en­
terprize, which was principally entrufl:ed to the conduct of Captain Philip 
Amidas and Captain Arthur Barlow, whofe difcoveries have been related 
before. They anchored at Roanoke, coafl:ed the country, and landed in 
feveral parts, from whence they brought furs and other commodities, 
particularly tobacco and faifafras. 

~een Elizabeth was fo well pleafed with the account thefe adven­
turers gave of the €Ountry, that fhe honoured it with the name of Vir­
ginia, either as ihe was called " a virgin q .een," or, as the Virginians 

fay, 
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fay, becaufe ~t ftill appeared to reta~n t~e. ~irg~n purity and plenty of 
the firfl: creatiOn, and the people their pnm1t1ve Innocence. 

Sir Richard Greenville failed from _Plymouth with feven fhips in 
15t).5, and arrived at Roanoke, where he left 108 men to form a fettle­
ment under ~he comm~nd of Mr. Ral~h Lane, who re.ceived a fupply 
by Sir FranCis Drake lll I sS?: b~t thls was thought lnfufficient, and 
Sir Francis took them back With him to England, which put an end to 
the firfl: fettlement. 

The fecond fettlement alfo proved unfuccefsful in I 587; after which 
a third fettlement was attempted by Mr. John White, who confiituted 
a form of government confifi:ing of a governor and twelve council, in .. 
corporated by the name· of " the governor and affiftants of the city of 
Raleigh in Virginia." From thefe fmall beginnings we may trace this 
colony, which has increafed fo much fince, that it now furnifhes one of 
the mofl: important branches of the revenue belonging to the Britiih 
crown. 

This third fettlement underwent fevere hardihips, and was broke up 
in I 589. Captain Gofnold made an unfuccefsful attempt in 1602; after 
which, the Briftol merchants undertook the fame enterprize, and had 
better fuccefs. The Londoners alfo renewed their attempts under-Captain 
\Veymouth, who entered the river of Powhatan, and returned with a 
profitable cargo to England, where the farther defign of a colony would 
have _ been relinquifhed, if Captain Gofnold had not fo effetl:ually 
folicited the colonization of Virginia, that feveral gentlemen contributed 
toward it, and they were incorporated by King James I. as two com­
panies in one patent, dated the I oth of April I 6o6, for two colonies. 

The patent, as regarding the firfl: company, included l\1aryland, Vir­
ginia, and Carolina, as they are now diftinguiihed from each other. 
And the patent, as relative to the fecond company, included New Eng .. 
land , _New York, New Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, as they are now 
divided into feveral provinces : but the whole country was then called 
Virginia. · 

The firfl: colony was the earliefl: in their fettlement; for they imme· 
diately fitted out two !hips, under the command of Captain Newport, 
who fell in with the coaft near Cape Henry, the fouthermoft point of the 
Bay of Chefapeak. With him went the honourable Mr. Percy, brother 
to the earl of Northumberland, Captain Smith, Captain Gofnold, Ca~· 

talll 
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tain Ratcliffe, Captain Martin, and Mr. Wingfield, of whom the :five 
laft were of the council. They raifed a fort at the mouth of the Rive1.· 
Powhatan, where they left 1 oo men, with proper neceffaries to make 
a fettlen1ent; and this was the firft colony that remained on the place. 

Mr. Wingfield was the firft prefident, but was foon depofed, and fuc­
ceeded by Captain Ratcliffe, who left the adminifiration of affairs to 
Captain Smith. This gentleman was a remarkable navigator and adven-. 
turer: He built a fort on the fouthern cape, which he named Cape 
Henry, in honour of Prince Henry, the eldefi fon of King James; and 
another fort on the northern cape, which he called Cape Charles, from 
Prince Charles, afterward King Charles J. and the River Powhatan he. 
called James River, afte~ the name of his Majefiy. · 

James Town was built upon a peninfula about fifty miles up the river. 

In 1607 the plantation met with feveral interruptions; but the next year 
was attended with more fuccefs to Captain Smith and the Colonifis. In 
1 6og John Layden and Anne Burroughs were married; which was the 
firft Chriftian marriage in Virginia. Other fettlements were _, made at 
Nanfomund, Powhatan, and Kiquotan. 

Captain Smith purfued his difcoveries, in which he underwent great 
hazards and difficulties. The manner of his treatment among the 
Indians, and his efcape; his friendihip to Nautaquaus, the king's fan; 
and the furprizing tendernefs of Pocahonta, his daughter, for Captain 
Smith, when the Indians were determined to put him to death, are 
incidents agreeable and furprizing, but romantic and marvellous. He 
returned to England, where he gave fuperlative accounts of Virginia : 
but thofe who fucceeded him almoft ruined the fettlement; and thofe 
who arrived und~r the new charter difagreed among themfelves, fo that 
nothing was apprehended of any confiderable emolument either to the 
Colonifis or the Companies; which made the latter refign their charter, 
to obtain a new one, in expectation of greater advantages to thetn­
felves, as well as to the Colonifts in general. 

The fecond charter was granted March 23, 1009; and a third fol­
lowed March 12, I6II-I2. 

Virginia is divided by the great Rivers of Potomack, Rapahannock,. 
York, and James, into four necks, and the two counties eaft of 
Chefapeak Bay make the fifth great divifion. 

VoL. II. S The 
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The firfi fettlers were intent upon taking u~ large traCl:s_ of lacd; 
which occafioned the feveral fettlements to be d1fperfed at confiderable 
diftance~, and . not fixed in towns or vil.lages. They met ~Jilith great 
difficulties until the year r6r r, when Su Thomas Dale arrived with 
three i.hips, men, cattle, and provifions. Sir Thomas Gates foon after 
brought a ftronger reinforcement and a greater fupply; after which 
Captain Argol tnade his arrival with frei.h recruits in J 612. In 161g 
Lord Delaware was appointed governor, but died in his paffage, and 
was fucceeded by Governor Yearly. In r62 1 Sir Francis \Vyat was 
appointed governor, and arrived with nine i.hips. Every perfon was to 
plant 1000 plants of tobacco, with eight leaves each plant, which is 
about 1 oo pound of tobacco ; and corn then fold at 2 ;, 6 d. per bulhel. 

King Charles I. diifolved the company in r626, and the colony was 
then brought under the im1nediate direQ:ion of the crown, wbere it re­
mains to this day .. 

At firfl: there were only a few general patentees; but at prefent every 
freeholder may be reckoned a patentee. 

The government of Virginia pretend to extend their fettlements fo far 
back to the wefl:ward as the great Lake Erie, and fame branches of the 
River Miffiffippi, comprehending an immenfe quantity of land unfettled: 

· And, as their fettlements extend gradually toward the mountains, they 
create new counties from time to time, for the conveniency of attendipg 
inferior courts. 

The country between James River and York River is the beft fettled, 
and produces the befl: tobacco. Their re1noteft fett1ement is Lunenburgh, 
about 100 miles fouth-weft from Hanover, which is fixty miles from 
Williamsburgh, the metropolis. The beft lands are above the 'falls of 
the rivers. 

The lands weft of the Virginia fettlements were claimed by the Six 
Nations, as alfo by the Southern Indians. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Government; Religion; and Laws, 

THE firil: affembly met at JamesTown in May r62o, when Sir 162 o. 
Francis Wyat was governor. The king had diffolved the company, 

and ordered the future form of its government to be by a gover-
nor, a council of twelve, and the affembly. Sir John Harvey was 
governor in I 6 3 9, when he was fent prifoner to England for oppreffing 1639. 

the Colonifts, who had fuffered great devaf1'ations from the Indians. He 
was fucceeded by Sir William Berkley, who intimidated the Indians 
from perpetrating their aCts of cruelty. Sir William maintained his 
loyalty to King Charles I. but Captain Dennis reduced Virginia to the 
obedience of the parliament. Diggs, Bennet, and Mathews, were fuc­
ceffively governors during the proteCtorate: but Sir Willia1n Berkley 1662• 

was again appointed governor after the refioration, when Colonel Bacon's 
rebellion broke out upon the following caufes: 

I. The low price of tobacco in England, and the h igh price of all 
goods expor~ed thence to Virginia. 

2. The grants made by King Charles of feveral parts of their coun­
try to noblemen in England, in fome of which feveral plantations were 
included. 

3· The burthens laid upon the Co1onifl:s by the parliament in Eng­
land, and taxes by the a !fern bly in Virginia. 

4· The difiurbances given them by the Indians. 

This infurreCl:ion was fuppreffed; Sir Vlill iam Berkley returned to 1671. 

England, where he died, and was fucceeded by Lord Colepepper, who 1679· 

arrived in Virginia with feveral atl:s drawn up in England, to be paffed 
into laws. 

Francis Lord Howard of Effingh am was appoin ted governor, and x683. 

arrived there in r684. He was fucceeded by Sir Edmund Andros ; and 1692• 

his fucce£for was Color(el N icholfon, who removed the feat of his 169 8. 

government from James Town to Middle Plantation , where he marked 
-ou t the town of Williamiburgh. H e was fucceeded by George Earl of 1704. 

S 2 Orkney, 
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Orkney, whofe deputy was Edward Notte, Efq. His lordfhip continued 
in England like an agent for the colony : but as the inhabitants of the 
Britiili plantations have a natural right to the protection of their mother 
fiate in all cafes, they ought not to have ftood in need of·any other 
tnediation for thetn than the jufiice and reafon of the thing, which 
always iliould require accefs to thofe that can proteB: them. Colonel 
Spotfwood fucceeded Mr. Notte. Hugh Dryfdal Efq. was the next 
deputy-governor ; and he was fucceeded by Major Gouge. 

\Vhen King Charles I. diifolved the company, he continued the form 
of government by a governor and council for the executive power, and 
placed the legiflative in the aifembly. 

The chief court next to the afTembly is the general court, held by the 
governor and council, who are judges of it, and take cognizance of all 
caufes criminal, penal, civil, and ecclefiafiical. The governor is invefted 
with plenary powers in all acts of government, but fubjea to the con­
h·oul of the crown, and his ufual falary has been from 2ooo to 3ooo l. 
a year, including perquifites. The council are the upper houfe in the 
affembly, and claim a negative voice to all laws. The aifembly-men 
are two for each county, to be chofen by the free holders; but their acts 
znufi be approved by the crown. 

Befide the governor and council, the public officers are, the auditor of 
the revenue, the fecretary and prefidcnt of the council, the treafurer, 
and the collector of the cufioms. Thefe are public officers and fervants 
of the colony; the inferior officers are fheriffs, furveyors, clerks of 
courts, and others in fubordination. 

The revenues arife by the royal quit-rents : Duties on exportation of 
tobacco, tonnage for every ihip, and poll for every paifenger; fines and 
forfeitures : waifs and firays ; efcheats of land ; and perfonal efrate for 
want of a lawful heir. Duties on liquors, fervants, and !1aves. The 
college revenue. Additional duty on tobacco exported to the other plan­
tations: In all about 8 ooo I. a year, as efiimated by Sir \Villiam Keith. 

The General Court is alfo called the ~arter-Court, as bcing he!d 
every quarter of a year: but there are inferior courts kept month~y tn 

each county, called the County Courts, or Monthly Courts, where wfe­
l"ior matters are cognizable : from thefe courts there is an appeal to the 
quarterly courts, in which no action can be originally brought under the 
value of I o l. fterling. The fheriffs, j uftices of the peace, and other 

officers, 
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officers, are judges of thefe county-courts, in which every man may 
plead his own caufe: but the frontier or fartheft back counties being of 
great extent, no navigation, and little foreign trade, have only quarterly 
county-courts, and all the others have monthly-courts, a~ following : 

I. ~uarterly County-Courts. 

Brunfwick, Fairfax, Lunenburgh, Frederick, Albemarle, Augufta. 

II. Monthly County-Courts. 

Henrico, Richmond, Williamfburg, James City, Northumberland, 
Nanfemond, York, Prince William, Cumberland, Middlefex, Elizabeth 
City, Spotfylvania, Prince George, King and ~een, Northampton, 
Stafford, Eifex, Gooch Land, Princefs Anne, Surry, Louifa, W efimore­
land, Accomack, Charles City, Warwick, Hle of Wight, Hanover, New 
Kent, Southampton, Norfolk, Culpepper, Gloucefier, Orange, Chefter­
field, King George, Lancafier, Carolina, King William, Atnelia. 

Thus the government is divided into forty-five counties, whereof fix 
hold quarterly courts, and thirty-nine hold monthly courts. 

_The body of the people are members .of the church of England; but 11. Religion .. 
there are fome Diifenters, and a few French Refugees. 

' 

The bifhop of London, who is the Ordinary of this and all the other 
plantations, appoints a commiifary here, whofe bufinefs is to make 
vifitations of churches, and have the infpeilion of the clergy, for which 
he has been allowed roo !. a year. _ 

A college was ereB:ed at Williamlburgh, which was amply endowed 
by King W illiam and ~een Mary. The foundation was to confifi of 
a prefident, fix mafien; or profeifors, and 1 oo fcholars. It began to be 
carried into execution, and met with great encouragement in the colony : 
but the building was deftroyed by fi re, and the donation con-tinued dor­
mant for feveral years. The firft prefideut of . the college, by charter-> 
was Mr. Blair; and Doctor Bray procured confiderable contributions iu 
England toward collecting a library . 

CHA P,. 
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C H A P. Ill. 

Of the Inhabitant!, Climate, Soil, Animals, Produtlions, and Trade. 

WHEN the Engli~ firft dif~overed Virginia, the Ir:dians were divided 
into feveral natlons; whtch are now almoft exttnCl:, and the Eng .. 

lilh remain mafters of the country which they formerly poifeffed. 

It was a long time before Virginia faw a race of Engliih born upon 
the fpot; but now they ate very numerous, both mafters and fervants, 
who have all retained the manners, cufioms, and drefs of the natives of 
England; and there are alfo feveral families of French Refugees. 

The Virginians are a prudent, careful, yet a generous and hofpitabie 
people, whofe houfes are open to all travellers, whmn they entertain 
with great civility. 

The clitnate is healthy for Englifh confiitutions, having a clear fky, 
and a kindly foil. The winter months are December, January, February, 
and March; the frofts are fevere, but of no long continuance. The rains 
are frequent and refrefhing; the heats of futnmer are moft violent in 
June, July, and Auguft, which are much mitigated by the rains; and 
the frefh breezes that are common in Virginia contribute much to render 
the heat tolerable to new-comers, and hardly fenfible to the inhabi­
tants. 

The foil in general is a rich, fat, and deep mould, and under it a 
loam, of which they make a fine brick; but the foil varies according-as 
the fituation is moifl: or dry. It is difiinguifhed into three forts, big~, 
low, and madhy; all which having fand mixed with them, makes the1r 
land warmer than that .of Great Britain. The Highlands are moft 
fandy; however, they bear good crops of tobacco : the Lowlands are 
rich ; but the marfh lands indifferent. But, taking all together, Vir­
ginia is faid to abound in every thing neceffary for the pleafure or profit 
of the inhabitants. 

The animals peculiar to this country are beavers, otters, foxes, wild 
cats, racoons, martins, and minks, in_ the freilies, where the Indians are 
dtxterous in catching them for the fur trade. The woods are ftocke? 
with deer. They have alfo elks) buffaloes, bears, and wolves; as a~io 
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wild hogs, and Englifu cattle of all forts. Befide, there are, die aTrong­
hena, fomewhat like a badger; the aifapanick., or flying fquirrel; the 
opoifutn ; the utchunquois, a kind of wild cat; and the muffafcus, a fort 
of water rat, that fmells like muik. Hares and rabbits are plentiful,. 
which are as good as thofe in England. 

Of birds there are a great variety, for feather and fong; particularly 
the red-bird, which has the fweeteft note: blackbirds, that come in. 
prodigious flights out of the woods about the fall of the leaf: night-· 
ingales, of a gay crimfon ·and blue plumage: the mock-bird, in fize and 
colour like a thruili ~ and the humming bird, whofe colour. is a iliining 
mixture of fcarlet, green, and gold ; it is much lefs· than the Englifu 
wren, revels among the flowers, and fips the dew from their leaves. 
The herons are large, and the partridges fmall. They have eagles and' 
hawks. There is alfo a great variety of wild fowl of the ufual 
fpecieS-. 

Of fiili they nave many k1nd·s, and in great abundance.· The fea­
coaft abounds in fturgeon and cod ; and the rivers with almoft every 
kind of fiili. that are found in th.e other parts of the world • 

• 
The timber-trees are oak, elm, cedar, aili, walnut, cyprefs, and 

firs. There are plenty of fhrubs, as well as of timber; and the whole· 
country is interfperfed with an incredible variety of plants and flowers. 
The fruits are alfo of various kinds, peculiar to the native ioil, toge­
ther with thofe introduced from England; as grapes, peaches, apricots,. 
plums, cherries, apples, and pears. Of roots they have feveral kinds, 
among which are the fhumack,_ an.d fnakes root.. Garden herbs are In 
great plenty of all kinds .. 

The Indians have reared many forts of melons ; they had alfo beans, 
peafe, and potatoes, before the Engliili came among them; but corn. 
was their principal food. 

Tobacco is the fiaple commodity of the country, beneficial to the 
planter, and natural to the foil. This plant is now too well known to 
be particularly defcribed; only it may be nece£fary to fay, that it 
grows much like a dock, and fome planters have a different way of 
cultivation frmn Gthers. It is not known how the Indians cured their 
tobacco; bu-t it is reported they ufed to let it run to feed; only fuc­
couring the leaves, to keep the fprouts frmn growing up and fiarving 
them~ When it was ripe, they pulled them off, cured them in, the fun). 

and. 
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and laid them up for ufe. The Virginia p_lanters have ufually fow 
the tobacco feeds in beds, where they leave them a month, and fee them 
well weeded. The tender plants are removed to fame tobacco hills, 
where they thrive, and are properly pruned, till they come to maturity, 
and are then manufactured under the greateft care. 

From what has been faid refpecting tobacco, it is evident the trade of 
this province confifis generally in that article, which is brought to fuch 
perfefrion as to command a large traffic not only in England, but even in 
all parts of the world. Immenfe are the fums acquired by the tobacco 
trade, both to the colony and the mother-country. This article has 
been brought to fuch perfection, that the Virginian tobacco, efpecially 
the fweet-fcented, which grows on York River, is reckoned the befi in 
the world, and is generally vended in England for home confumption. 
The other forts called Oranoac, and that of Maryland, are batter in 
the mouth ; hut they turn to as good an account, as they are chiefly 
demanded in Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Germany. Of this 
commodity 30,000 hogfheads have been exported yearly; which, beflde 
the other advantages that the Englifh acquire by it, have cleared 51. a 
hogfhead in a foreign market, and increafed the general flock of the 
nation about IJo,ooo !. a year. 

The whole trade of tobacco is one of the moft profitable of all the 
Britifh commerce, as it employs about 200 fail of ihips every year, 
and generally brings in between soo,ooo and 4-co,ooo l. to the royal 
treafury annually. 

Befide the great advantage that accrues to the national ftock, by the 
exportation of tobacco from England, it fhould be confidered how 
beneficial this trade is, by the prodigious number of hands it employs, 
and families it maintains, as well in Great Britain as Virginia. Great 
quantities of manufactures are exported from the mother-country to 
the colony, whofe n1erchants and planters export tobacco, cattle, and 
provifions, to the Weft India Hlands, from whence they bring in ex· 
change molaifes, fugar, and rum. · 

The country is certainly capable of large improvements by the timber 
trade and its appurtenances, as pitch, tar, and rofin. They might alfo 
manufaClure flax, hemp, cotton, and even filk; but their want of towns 
prevents them fro-n1 receiving many advantages by the fertility of the 
foil. 
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The Hiftory of C A R 0 L I N A. 

C H A P. I. 

The difcovery and fettlement of this Province; with an account of its 
government, until the charter was forrendered to the crown in 1728. 

CAR 0 L I .N A is th~ northern part of that ex ten five tract . of terri­
tory wh1ch was dtfcovered by John Ponce de Leon 1n IS u~, 

when he arrived there from the Hland of Porto Rico,- and gave the 
country the name of Florida; becaufe the face of it had the refemblance 
of a perennial fpring. 

The Spaniards afterward made fome farther attempts to fettle in this 
country, but were unfuccefsful; and the French then attem ted a fet tle­
ment there, in the reign of Charles IX. who fent Jean Ribaut there with 
two iliips, which arrived on the coafi, where the commander built a fort 
at -the mouth of Albemarle River, then called the Great River, to which 
he gave-the name of Port Royal, in 32° north latitude, bordering upon 
that part of Virginia which now confiitutes North Carolina, where the firft . 
fettler.nent was made by an European nation: but the French abandoned the 
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enterprize, ~hich they foon after renewed under the proteClion of Admiral 
Co11gny, who fent three fhips there in r 564, under the command of l.ewis 
Laudoner. The country was n0w called Carolina, in honour of the 
Fren~h 1<ing. Ribaut arrived with three ihips to reinforce Laudoner. 
but they were difpoffeffcd by the Spaniards, who killed Ribaut and 6o~ 
men, and fent Laudoner with the refl: to France. 

The Spaniards, in their turn, were difpoffeffed by the French, under 
the command of Captain de Gorgues, who artived there with three 
iliips and 280 men. He penetrated far into the country; but made n() 
fettlements, and returned to France. 

The Spaniards made no farther attempts to recover the countrv, 
which from I s67 lay deferted by all European nations for a confiderable 
time; but, in 1622, fome Englifh families who fled from the ferocity of 
the Indians in New England and Virginia, were drove on the coaft of 
Carolina~ and fettled near the head of the river of May. 

As the country was deferted by the French and Spaniards, the Eng­
liili claimed a right to it under the difcoveries made by Sebafiian Cabot. 
This right was afierted by King Charles II. who granted it, by letters 
patent dated the 24th of JV!arch I 663, to Edward, Earl of Clarendon,. 
then Lord High Chancellor of England ; George, Duke of Albernarle; 
William, Lord Craven; John, Lord Berkley; Anthony, Lord Afhley; 
Sir George Carteret; Sir William Berkley; and Sir John Colliton; whcr, 
as the charter expre£red, " being excited with a laudable and pious zeal 
for the propag~ion of the Gofpel, begged a certain part of America, not 
then cultiyated and planted, and only inhabited by fome barbarous peo­
ple, who had no knowledge of God ; therefore, his Majefty granted the 
petitioners all tha~ territory in his dominions in America; from the 
north end of the ifland called Luck Hland, which lay in the fouthem 
Virginian fea, and within 3 6 <> north latitude; and to- the wefi as far 
as the South Seas~ and fo foutherly as far as the River San Matt:r?, 
which border.ed on the coaft of Florida-, and was \Vi thin 3 I 0 north latt­
tude, and fo wefl:, ·in a direCt line, as far as the South Seas:" with all 
royalties and jurifditl:ions neceffary in an abfolute propriety; paying. a 
quit-rent of twenty marks a year. 

'under this charter, the proprietaries proceeded to eftabiiili a fettle· 
ment, which was foon accompliilied. The firfl: proprietors were fo fe~· 

. fible that nothing could people th~ province, and enrich it, but an unt­
verfal and abfolut.e toleration, that they tnade the mofl: exprefs and ai?ple 

prov1fion 
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provifion for fuch a toleration that ever was made in any confiitution · n 
the world, as may be feen in fome articles * of the fundamental confti~ 
tutions, \'\' hich provided, as the lords proprietaries worded thei inten­
tions,- " That fince the natives of that place, who would be concerned 
in thefe plantations, were utterly ihangers to Chrifiianity, whofe idolat ry, 
ignorance, or mifhke, gave the proprietaries no right to expel or u.f( 
them ill ; and that thofe who removed from other parts to plant there, 
would unavoidably be of different opinions concerning matters Qf 
religion, the liberty wher·eof they would expeCt to have allowed them ; 
and that it would not be reafonable for the proprietaries to keep them 
out ; therefore that fure peace might be maintained amidft the diver­
fity of opinions, and the proprietaries compaCt and agreement with all 
n1en might be duly and faithfully obferved, the violation whereof, upon 
what pretence foever, could not be without great offence to Almighty 
G od, and great fcand ai to the true religion, which the proprietaries 
profefred : And alfo that Jews, Heathens, and other diifenters from the 
purity of the Chrifiian religion, might not be feared, and kept at difiance 
from it, but by having an opportunity of acquainting themfelves with 
the truth and reafonablenefs of its doCtrines, and the peaceablenefs and 

_ inoffenfivenefs of its profeifors, might, by good ufage and perfuafion, 
and all thofe convincing methods of gentlenefs and meeknefs, fuitable 
to the rules and defigns of the Gofpel, be won over to embrace and un­
feignedly receive the truth :" Therefore, thofe conftitutions provided 
for their liberty; but declared, " That no perfon above feventeen years 
of age fhould have any benefit or proteCtion of the law, which was not 
a member of fome church or profeffion, having his name recorded in 
fome one religious ~ecord." 

Many proteftant diifenters re'moved with their families to Carolina, 
where fo many people arrived, that it was neceifary tb eftablifh a folid 
form of government, which was agreed upon by the lords proprietaries 
in I 20 articles, called " the Fundamental Conftitutions" abovementioned, 
which were figned, on the 1ft of March 1699, by the proprietors, who 
declared, that "thofe con!btutions fhould be and remain the facred ~nd 
unalterable form and rule of government in Carolina for ever." 

Thefe remarkable articles were drawn up by that celebrated philofo­
pher Mr. Locke, on a new fyftem of government, at the defire of that 
eminent politician the Earl of Shaftdbury, one of the proprietors. The 
firft article of thefe fundamentals was, " That a Palatine fhould be chofen 

-,. The 96th, IOifi, 102d, and lo6th. 
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out of the proprietaries, who fhould continue during life, and be fuc­
ceeded by the eldeft of the other proprietaries." The Palatine had the 
cxecuti ve power in general ; but the reft of the proprietaries had their 
rcfpeClive places and privileges. In faCt, they centered all their powerin 
the Palatine of thei-r own chufing; and three more, who were authorized 
to execute the whole powers of the charter. This was called the Palatine's 
Court; and their deputies in Carolina executed it as they were directed 
by their principals. 

By the fundamental conftitutions, a very~ plenary power was granted to 
the lords proprietaries; particularly to create a kind of nobility, under the 
great feal of the province,. called landgra ves and caffiq ues, inllead of earls 
and lords; which new dignitaries were to fit with the deputies, and toge­
ther make the upper houfe; the lower houfe being elected by the people. 
Thefe landgraves were to have four baronies annexed to their dignitiesr 
of 6ooo acres each barony; and the caffiques two baronies, of 3000 

acres each, and not to be divided by fale of any part. Every county was 
to have a iheriff, (:lnd four juftices of the peace: every planter was to pay 
I d. an acre quit-rent to the proprietaries, unlefs he bought it off: and all 
the inhabitants and freemen, from fixteen to fixty years old, were bound 
to bea-r arms, when commanded by the great council. 

The proprietaries entered into a joint ftock,- and fitted out !hips at the 
expence of I 2,ooo /. to tranfport people and cattle there; befide, as 
1nuch more was, diiliurfed by fingle proprietors to advance the interefi of 
the colony. · 

Though the difficulties and dangers they tnet with at firft were fame­
what difcouraging, all free perfons who came over were to have fifty acres. 
of land for themfelves, fifty more for each man-fervant; the fame for each· 
'Yoman-fervant marriageable; or not marriageable, forty acres; and ea~h 
fervant out of his or her time was to have fifty acres, paying the qmt­
rent of 1 d. an acre in full; but fome gentlemen made in tire purchafes of 
their lands. 

The lords proprietaries appointed Colonel William Say le to be thegover· 
nor of their province in I6jo; and the next year the proprietaries fent 
Captain Halfiead with a fupply of provifions and ftores for the colony: 
they alfo created James Carteret, Sir John Yeomans, and John Locke,. 
E fq. landgraves: but the confiitutions having been found defici~nt in fome 
cafes, temporary laws were added, and the form of government new 
modelled in this manner; 

9 I. A 



CAR 0 L IN A. 

I. A governor, nominated by the Palatine. 

If. A council, confifting of feven deputies of the proprietors; feven 
gentl men chofen by the aifembly; and feven of the eld ft landgraves 
and caffiques. 

III. An admiral, a chamberlain, chancellor, chief-juftice, fecretary, 
furveyor, treafurer, high-fteward, high-conftable, public regifl:ers, and 
marfhal of the admiralty. 

Thefe were all nominated refpeB:ively by the proprietors, and the quo­
rum of the council were to e, the governor, and fix of the council, of 
whom three were to be the deputies of the proprietors . 

The temporary laws were made in I67I, when Lord Craven was Pala­
tine. Sir John Yeomans fucceeded Colonel Sayle in the government; and 
Sir John in 168o was fucceeded by Jofeph Weft, Efq one of the firft 
planters, and a gentleman of great integrity. He held a parliament, or 
an aifembly, in Charles Town in r 682, when feveral aB:s were paifed ;_ 
particularly " an aB: for highways, for fuppreffing drunkennefs, and pro­
fane fwearing; for ohfervation of the Lord's day; and for fettling the 
militia.'' 

Jofeph Moreton, Efq. was appointed governor in I 683, when Admiral 
Blake's brother arrived there, with feveral families of diifenters out of 
Somerfetlhire, and Mr. Blake's daughter was married to the governor. 
The lords proprietaries took the Indians under their protection, and laid out 
the counties ofBerkeley, Craven, and Colliton; all which were divided into 
fquares of I 2,oo c- acr-:s. Several public acts were paffed, particularly re­
lative to the provincial trade. 

The next governor was Sir Richard Kyrle, an Iriili gentleman, who 
died foon after his arrival in the colony; and was fucceeded by James 
Colliton, Efq. brother to Sir Peter Colliton. It was then reported, that 
the party Governor Moreton had gone a great way in fuppreffing,. grew 
now io ihong among the common people, that they chafe members to­
oppofe whatfoever the governor requefted; infomuch that they would not 
fettle the militia aB:, though their own fecurity depended on it, and that 
it would be grounds of their farther flrength. 

The reafon of the difcontent the people lay under, were difputes about 
the tenure of their lands, and payment of their quit-rents, which were 
not fettled till Mr. Arch dale's government. 

The 
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T~e ~ffem~)}Y in 1687 made fome innovations upon "t.he fundamental 
con{htutwns, and drew up a fure form of government, d1ffering in many 
articles from the former, to which they gave the title of " fianding laws 
and temporary laws.'' But neither the lords proprietaries, or the colonifis' 
accepted of them ; fo that the fundarnental confiitutions fiill kept thei; 
ground. 

Thomas Smith, Efq. fucceedecl Mr. Co1liton, properly as governor, 
although Colonel ~arry, fv1r. Southwell, and Colonel- LudwelJ, were 
intermediate a ihort time. 

Mr. Archdale arrived as governor in Auguft I 695, where he found all 
matters in great confufion, and every faCl:ion folicited him for relief. In 
order to which, he fummoned an aifembly, and made a fpeech to them; 
but it was with great diffi-eulty that he appeafed the public difiurbances 
and .animofi ties. 

Mr. Archdale tells us, he " returned for England, being not fent for 
home." He was fucceede.d by Jofeph Blake, Efq. who governed the 
.country with equal prudence and moderation. In his time Major Daniel 
brought from England forty-one articles of new confiitutions, wherein as 
ample provifion was made for liberty of confcience as in " the funda­
mental confiitutions." Thefe new laws were called " the laft funda­
mental confiitutions ;" Lut they were never confirmed in the colony. 

17or. James Moor, Efq. was the next governor, though Mr. l\1oreton was 
his opponent. The Earl of Bath was dead, and his fon John Lord Gran· 
ville was Palatine, who confirmed Mr. Moor in the government; after 
which feveral arbitrary aCl:s were paifed in the aifembly, the people un· 
lawfully oppreifed, and the Indians cruelly perfecuted. The governor 
obtained 2 ooo !. from the aifembly to undertake an e.."Xpedition againfi t~e 
Bpanifh fett1ement at Augufiine. The number of men inlifted for thls 
enterprize confifl:ed of 6oo Englifh and 6oo Indians, who were ordered 
to rendezvous at Port Royal, under the command of Governor Moor; 
and Co1ohcl Daniel commanded a party to proceed by land, while the 
governor was to fail and attack the place by fea. 

1702. They both fet out in Augufi I 702; when Colonel Daniel took Saint 
John's and Saint Mary's in his march againfl Augufiine, which town he 
alfo took before the fleet arrived. The Spaniards retired into the caftle, 
where they made a good defence, until they were reHeved by two fmalJl 
men of wa.r; upon which the Engliib abandoned the fiege, with the lois 
of their .!hips, and returned to Cha_rles Town over land. This unfortu-

nate 
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nate expedition was attended with the lofs of only two men; but it 
brought. a debt of 6ooo l. upon the colony, which occafioned great diffen­
tions between the governor and the principal inhabitants. 

Sir Na thaniel Johnfon was a·ppointed governor, and Job How, Efq. 170_. 

was chofen fpeaker of the new affembl. ; the members of which were 
pac,·ed, and paffed a fevere law againft the diifenters, contrary to the firfl: 
and lafi fundamencal coofiitutions. Colonel Moreton, and fevcral other 
gentlemen, prevai-led with Mr. Afh to embark for England, and reprefent 
the miferable fiate of the province to the proprietaries; but he was unfuc­
cefsful in his folicitation, and foon after died. 

A kind of high commiffion court was erected' in Carolina,. and feveral 
cornmrffioners were appojnted, to the gre.:lt mortification of the diffenters,. 
·who could get none of their complaints regarded, or an.y of their griev­
ances redreffed, until they brought the matter before the houfe of lords 
in England, who thereupon addreffed the ~een, to ufe the moft effectual 
methods to deliver the faid province from the arbitrary oppreffions under. 
which it then lay i. and to order the authors thereof to be profecuted ac­
cording to lav . 

To which her Majefiy was graci-ou£Ty pleafed' to . anfwer, that '' :{h(t 

thanked the houfe for laying thofe matters fo plainly before her; that fhe 
was very fenfible of what great confequence the plantations were to Eng:-
1-and; and woul-d do all that was in her power to relieve her fubjeets., 

It appeared to the houfe that fame af the propri-etors refufed to join in 
thofe acts; and the Lords Committee of Trade, to whom the matter was 
referred, reprefented to her Majefty, " that the making fuch laws was 
an abufe of the powers granted to the proprietors by their charter, and 
'\vou1d be a forfeiture of fuch power." They farther humbly offered to 
her Majefl:y, '' that file would be p1ea.fed to give clire&ons for re-aifum-

. ing the fame into her fv1ajefl:y"s hands by Jcire faoias, in the court of 
~een's Bench., 

On the I oth of June, her Majeffy was pleafed to approve of that repre­
fentation, and accordingly having declared the laws mentioned therein­
to be null and void, ordered, " that for the more effectual proceeding 
againfl: the faid charter by way of quo warranto, the attorney and folici­
tor-general fhould inform themfelves fully concerning, what might be moft. 
necdfar.y for effeCting the fame.'" 

The 
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The aifembly which paired thofe two memorable atts was dUTolved in 
the following year, and a new one fummoned to meet at Charles Town; 
but fac:tion prevented bufinefs. 

Major Tynte fucceeded Sir Nathaniel Joh:ufon as governor; afterward 
the colony was under the adrniniftration of Prefident Gibb$, Charles 
Craven, Efq. Robert Daniel, Efq. Rober~ Johnfon, Efq. Jarnes l\1oore, 
Efq . and Francis Nicholfon, Efq. who had been governor of New Scat .. 
land, New York, Maryland, and Virgi-nia. 

Many pirates were taken, and forty-two of them were executed. 

The chiefs of Four lhdian Nations came to Charles Town to fettle the 
terms of peace between them and the Englifh, who had fuffered much by 
the irruption of the favages. 

Mr. Middleton prefided in the government; and in his fpeech to the 
affembly declared, that '' he could not think but they mufi: be thoroughly 
convinced of the neceffity t~ere was for granting immediate fupplies for 
paying the arrears due to the garrifons, rangers, fcouts and look-outs: 
that they would do well to confider the miferable circumfiances of thofe 
poor people, who had then three years due to them: that he would be 
glad to know wherein confifted the prudence and policy of deferring the _ 
payment of public debts year after year, until the burden became heavy, 
and the country became bankrupt: that he had no occafion to tell them 
the Indians were no longer their friends than the Englilh kept them in 
fear; and who would credit the public in ti_me of danger, when they would 
pay nothing of what they owed in time of tranquillity; and that he muft 
put them in mind of humbly addreffing his lVIajefiy "vith thanks, for pur­
chafing the foil, and taking the colony under his immediate protection., 

About this time there were about 28,ooo negroes in the provin~e, ?f 
whom IO,ooo might be able to bear arms. They were much fupenor.m 
number to the whites, whom they intended to maifacre by a general m ... 
furreB:io n, which was feafonably difcovered, and happily fuppreiTed. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Tbe charter fzu·rendertd to the crown. A geographical defcription of Caro­
liua; rz.uitb mz account of the climate, and the di<T.;ifions of the provinct 
in general. 

THE colonifts were annoyed by the Indians, and unfupported by the 
.J.. proprietaries; therefore they applied by their deputies to the crown, 

and prayed that the fun·ender of their charter might be accepted, and the 
colony be put under the protection of his Majefty. 

This furrender was made by the proprietaries to Edward Bertie, Samuel 
Horfey, Henry Smith, and Alexias Clayton, Efqrs. in truft for the 
crown. The proprietaries, in their own right or in truft, were thefe, 
Henry Duke of Beaufort, \Villiam Lord Craven, James Bertie, Efq. 
11ary Danfon, Elizabeth Moor, Sir John Colliton, John Cotton, 
Efq. and Jofeph Blake, Efq. who were poffdfed of feven-eighthi, of 
the propriety of the province, and fold it to the crown for 1 7,5oo l. each 
proprietary, who had a whole iliare, having a whole iliare of 2500 !. 
The outftanding quit-rents, and other incomes due to the proprietaries 
from the colonifts, amounting to above gooo !. alfo were fold to the crown 
for ~oco !. which was paid to the above-mentioned proprietaries, after 
the fale and furrender had been confirmed by an act of parliament in 
1728, in titled, " an aB: for eilabliiliing an agreement with feven of the 
lords proprietaries of Carol in a, for furrender of their title and intereft in 
that province to his Maj efiy." 

It will appear by the following c1aufe in the aB: of parliament, that the 
remaining one-eighth of the propriety, and arrears of quit-rents, were 
referved to the Right Honourable John Lord Carteret, afterward Earl 
Granville: " Having and referving always to the faid John Lord Carteret, 
his heirs, executors, adminiftra tors and affigns, all fuch efiate, right and 
title, to one-eighth part of the lhare of the faid provinces or territories, 
and to one-eighth part of all arrears." 

This being fettled, his Majefiy appointed Robert Johnfon, Efq. to be 
governor of Carolina; but Sir Alexander Coming induced the Cherokees 
to fubm1t to his Britannic rv1ajefiy, and brought fix of their chiefs over 
with him to England, where they folcmnly ratified the fame. 

VoL. II. U Governor 
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I 7 3 r. Governor J ohnfon arrived at Charles Town in 17 3 r, and made a fpeech 
to the affembly, whom he addreffed on the advantages they might expect 
on being taken under his Majefiy's immediate protet1:ion. 

Carolina has been long divided into two fcparate governments; the one 
ca1led North Carolina, and the other South Carolina; but the latter is 
more populous, and generally retains the name: therefore both may Le 
put together in the geographical and hifiorical account of the \Yhole. 

Caro1in3. contains all the coafi of North America, between 31° and 36° 
north latitude. It is about three hundred miles in length; but its breadth 
is not to be computed, as King Charles II. granted the proprietors all the 
land wefhvard in a direct line to the South-feas. It is bounded by Vir­
ginia on the north; and, including the new colony of Georgia, is about 
500 miles in length from north to fouth; but has no determinate limits 
to the wefiward. Of thefe, Korth Carolina lies 1nofi northward, South 
Carolina in the middle, and Georgia on the fouth; each of them Leing 
now a royal government, and the whole under difiinct governors. 

North Carolina contains about 3s,ooo white inhabitants, and about 
sooo negroes. The principal town is Newbern, fituated on 1'\eufe River, 
in the center of the province. The foil is different in the northern and 
fouthern parts; the former being a rich tnould, and the other moi11y 
fandy, which makes their produce different. 

The commerce of the fouthern difirict confifis chiefly in pitch, tar, tur­
pentine, and lumber, as alfo indigo and rice. 

1 
The northern difiriCl: chiefly produces tobacco, beef and pork, which 

they falt, and fend to the \Ve!l: Indies; alfo Indian corn, very good Eng­
liih grain, fome lumber, and naval fiores; befide, th y raife hemp and 
flax, which muft become a conGderable article of th ir trade. The tim­
ber is fo plentiful and good, that the building of veifels n1ufi turn to great 
account; and they have produced fome famples of ~cellent filk. 

A few years ago it was almo!l: fcandalous to be known for a native of 
this country, which was the jefi and fcorn of the other colonies; but this 
province is now a growing rival, fo as to become an objeCt of their envy 
and jealoufy. The port of Cape Fear is for the fouthern divifion, and the 
port of Ocacock for the northern diilrict. In the year I 7 5 r two hundred 
and fixty-three £hips and ve!lels were entered in\vard, and two hundred 
and eighty-eight were cleared outward. 

South 
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South C:trolina has fo kindly a foil, that almoll: all fpecies of trees and 
plants will grow there to perfeB:ion; but rice, cotton, and indigo are 1nore 
peculiarly the commodities cultivated there. 

As to the climate, we are tolu, " that Carolina is the northern I art of 
Florida; that is, from 29° to 36° ~, which is the center of the habitable 
part of the northern hemifphere *." 

Carolina, North and South, was divided into fix counties, of which 
t\YO are in North Carolina, Albemarle and Clarendon; and four in South 
Carolina, called Craven, Berkeley, Colliton, and Carteret counties. 

I. Albemarle county borders on Virginia, and is watered by Albe­
marle River. In this part of the country lies the Ifland of Roanoke, 
where Philip Amidas and Arthur Barlow landed in the reign of King 
James I. vVhen Carolina was firfl fettled, Albemarle \Vas better planted 
than any other of the Englifh fettlements, and confified of near three hundred 
families; but the plantations upon Aililey River grew in time upon it fo 
much, that mofi of the planters removed there. This river is full of creeks 
on both fides of it, which for breadth deferve the name of rivers, but 
they do not run far into the country; and at Sandy-Point it divides into 
two branches, Noratoke and Notaway. Near to this is Pantego River, 
and between them is Cape Hatteras; and Neufe River is next. 

2. Clarenr!on county is next, in which is the remarkable Promontory, 
called Cape Fear, at the mouth of Clarendon River, called alfo Cape Fear 
River. \Vatery River, ()f \Vinyarm, is about twenty-five leagues difiant 
from Afhley River; and between this and Clarendon River is a fmall river 
called \Vingon. 

3· Craven county is well inhabited, and watered by the Rivers Lantee 
and Sewee. The French had a fettlement on the former, and fome fami­
lies from New England fettled on th~ latter, where they repulfed an inva­
fion from the French in I 706. 

4· Berkeley county was foon well fettled, on account of the two great 
rivers, Cooper and Aihley. On the north coaft there is a little river, 
called Bowal ; which, with a creek, forms an ifland: and off the coaft 
are feveral iDes, named the Hunting Iflands, and Sillivant's Iile. Between 

* Archdale's Defcription of Carolina, p. 6. 
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the latter and Bowal River is a ridge of hills, called the Sand Hills. The 
River Wando waters the north-weft parts of this county, and has feveral 
good plantations upon it. It runs into Cooper River, and they both 
unite their fireams with Afhley River at Charles Town, the capital of 
this province, and now a very flourifhing place of trade. 

Charles Town is built on a nar;row neck of land between Alliley and 
Cooper Rivers, in 32 ° north latitude, about two leagues from the fea: but 
the town lies mofily on Cooper River; having a creek on the north-fide, 
and a~other on t~e fouth.. T_he w?ole produa of the. province is brought 
here for fale. The fituatiOn 1s dehghtful, and the adjacent countrv fruit· 
f ul and agreeable; but it is unhappy in a bar, that admits no ibips o'f above 
2oo tons. There are feveral handiome ftreets, and fome beautiful build­
ings; particularly the principal church, and the Public Library, which 
owes its rife to Dr. Bray. There is alfo a French church, and different 
1neeting-houfes for the Diifenters and ~akers. In this to\:x.·n the gover­
nor generally re fides, the affembly fits, the courts of judicature are held, 
and the bufinefs of the province tranfaB:ed. 

The neck of land between Cooper and A!hley Rivers is about four 
1niles over, and the banks of both are well planted; as alfo is Gooic 
Creek. Back River falls into Cooper River, about t\vo miles above 
Goofe Creek, and its wefiern branch a little higher, '\Vhere another church 
\Vas propofed to be built. 

There are feveral fine plantations on each fide of Aihley River; and· 
on the fouth-weft is the Great Savanna. 

In this county is Dorchefier, a fmall town, 
meeting-houfe belonging to the Independents. 
which divides Berkeley frmn Colliton county. 

but well inhabited~ with a 
Next to it is Stono RiYer, 

5· Colliton county is watered by Stono River, which is joined by a cut 
to Wadmoolaw River, and thefe rivers fon11 o.n il1and, called Boonc's 
lfland , a little below Charles Town, which is \VC

11 rlmted and inhabi ted. 
The twC? principal ri vers in this county are N orth Ediftow and South Edi(­
tow, w hi eh are full of p1an ta tions on both fidt:s for feYeral miles up to 
the town of Wil on, or New London, which is '':ell inhabited. 

6. Carteret county i8 gencr<tlly efl:cemed to be the mofl: p1eafant and 
fertile part of the p ·ovincc. This an ·." C·)lliton county are difiinguiilied 

from 
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from the other counties by the name of the Southward Carteret County, is 
watered by the River Cambage, which joins the River May, and both 
form the I.fland of Edelano. 

The country upon the River May was inhabited by an Indian tribe, 
called the \Vefioes, who adYifed the Englifh not to fettl e there, becaufe 
the Spaniards would difl:urb them: however, the Scotch fettled there, un­
der the Lord Cardrofs, but were foon obliged to abandon the place. 

' 
Port Royal River lies about twenty leagues fro~ Afhley Ri \rcr, to the 

fouth, and has a bold entrance; hJ.ving feventeen feet low-v.':lter at the 
bar. The harbour is large, commodious, and fafe for fhipp ing; it runs 
through a fine country, and difchargcs itfelf by various br~nches into 
other rivers. 
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C H A P. III. 

An account of the foil, produce, trade, and inbabitants. 

CAR 0 L IN A is in general a plain open country, having no confider .. 
able hills for the fpace of many miles along the coafi, within one 

hun_dred miles of the fea: there arc, however, many rifings, or gentle 
afcents, from five to feventy feet above the level of the highefi fide. Be­
hind thefe extenfive plains are the vafi Apalachian mountains, from the 
foot of which to the fea is about two hundred miles. Thefe mountains 
run almofi parallel with the fea-coafi, behind Florida, Carolina, Virginia, 
and Maryland; and the fources of mofi of the great rivers in thofe pro­
vinces are in thefe hills. 

· The foil is of a fandy kind, which near the fea appeared more barren 
than it proved to be. There was a great quantity of vines in many parts 
of the coafi, which bore abundance of grapes; but within land the foil is 
more mixed with a blacki!h mould; its foundation generally clay, and 
good for bricks. 

Their timber-trees, fruit-trees, plants, and animals, are much the 
fame with thofe in Virginia. Every thing generally grows there that will 
grow in any part of Europe, particularly neCtarines, apricots, apples, and 
pears, _ in great perfeCtion, and in fuch plenty, that they are frequently 
given to feed the hogs. The country is alfo beautified with odoriferous 
woods, as pine, cedar, and cyprefs, which afford a perennial verdure. 

All forts of grain will thrive in Carolina, which produces large quanti­
ties gf the befi rice in the world. They have alfo pitch, tar, rofin, filk, 
and furs. 

One good account fays, that the many lakes they have in different 
parts breed a multitude of water-fowl, but particularly to the fonthward. 
All along Port Royal River, and adjacent to it, the air is fo temperate, 
and the feafons of the year fo regular, that there is no excefs of heat or 
cold, nor any troublefome variety of weather; for though there is every 
year a kind of winter, yet it was both fhorter and milder than at Afhley 
or Cooper Rivers, and pafies over infenfibly. This fweet temperature of 
air caufes the banks of the river to be covered with various kinds of 
lovely trees, which being perpetually green, prefent a thouh1nd Jand-

9 fcapes 
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to reat ntam about 8o,ooo l. a year. · 

SiL::-\YOrms in Car?l\na are hatched f-rom the egg, about the 6th of 

l\1a~·ch; at the fa m~ tune that the mulber-r.y leaves, which are their food, 

begm to open. Bemg attended and fed fix weeks, they eat no more, but 

have fmall bullies fet up for them to fpin them!dves into balls which are 

thrown into warm \ 'atcr, and wound off into raw filk. ' 

Rofin, tar, and pitch, are all produced from the pine-trees. Rofin, 

by cutting channels in the Handing green trees, that meet at a point at the 

foot of the tree, where a receiver is placed. The channels are cut as. 

high as a man can reach with an ax, and the bark is peeled off from all 

thofe parts of the tree that are expofed to the fun, that the heat of it may 

more eafily force out the turpentine, which being taken from the receiver 

and melted in kettles, becomes rofin. 

Tar is made thus: they prepare a circu1ar floor of clay, declining a 

little to\'vard the center, from which is laid a pipe of vv-ood, whofe upper 

part is even with the floor, and rc <tches ten feet without the circum~e­

rence; under the end the earth is dug away, and barrels placed to rece1ve 

the tar as it runs. Upon the floor is built up a large pile o~ dry fine 

wood, fplit in pieces, and furrounded with a wall ?f earth~ wh1ch covers 

it all over, except a little at the top, where the fire 1s firft kmdled. After 

the fire begins to burn, they alfo cover that with earth, that ~here may be 

no flame, but only heat fufficient to force the.tar do~nward mto the floor. 

The heat is tempered as they pleafe, by thruihng a fhck thr?ugh the earth, 

and letting- the air in at as many places as they fee convement. 

Pitch 

rsr 
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Pitch is made by boiling tar in large iron kettles, fet in furnaces, or 
by burning it in round clay holes made in the earth. 

Black cattle have greatly increafed fince the firft fettling of the colony 
and fome people have I ooo in number. The cows graze in the forefts' 
and the calves are kept in inclofures. ' 

Here are hogs in abundance, w hi eh feed in the woods, and return in 
the evening to the plantations. The beef and pork that are raifed here 
find a good tnarket in the fugar iflands, and are very advantageous to the 
colony. 

It was formerly faid, that the trade beween this province and England 
employed, one year with another, twenty-two fail of !hips. A confider­
able trade is alfo carried on with the neighbouring colonies, Madeira, 
the \V efiern lflands, and the African fettlements. 

In the year 1 7 s 5., no lefs than 104,682 barrels of rice were exported, 
which might employ r6,ooo ton of iliipping, and return to Great Bri­
tain upward of I oo,ooo !. annually. The fame year there were alfo ex­
ported 2 16,924/b. of indigo, 460 hogfheads, I 14 bundles, and 508 loofe 
deer fkins, s869 barrels of pitch, 2396 of common tar, 547 of green tar, 
and 2171 of turpentine, 1560 barrels of pork, and 416 of beef, 16,4-28 
bufhels of corn, and 9169 of peafe, 4196 fides of tanned leather, 
I,II4,Q26 fhingles, 206,432 fiaves, and 395,190 feet of timber; befide 
feveral other articles of the growth and manufaB:ure of this province, as 
alfo a great many more imported from the Bahama and \V eft India Hlands. 

The inhabitants are now reckoned to amount to upward of Ioo,ooo. 

THE 



THE 

H I s T 0 R y 

0 F THE 

BRITISH EMPIRE 
IN 

NORTH A MER I CA. 

B 0 0 K IX. 

An Account of the Colony of G E 0 R G IA. 

C H A P. I. 

The original Jettlement of this colony, under the care of General Oglethorpe; 
with his account of the neighbouring lndians. 

G E 0 R G I A is fi tuated between South Carolina and Florida, con­
taining about 124 miles in length, and 200 in breadth. 

The colony was eH:abliilied by the royal charter, granted in I 7 3Q, by 
King George II. _in the fifth year of his reign. 

In A ugufl: I 7 3 2, Si~ Gilbert Heath cote acquainted the court of 
directors of the bank of England, that his Majefl:y had granted a char­
ter for efiablifhing _a regular colony in Georgia; that the fund was to 
arife from charitable contributions, which he recommended to them, by 
ihewing the great charity of the undertaking, and the future benefit 
arifing to Great Britain by ftrengthening her American colonies, and by 
increafing the trade and navigation of the kingdom. The directors gave 
a handfome benefaction, collections were made throughout the king­
dom, and the parliament gave 1 o,ooo !. which enabled the truftees to 
entertain many poor people that offered, and to make provifion for 

VoL. II. X their 
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their tranfportation and maintenance until they could provide for them .. 
felves. 

The perfons chofen b-y the trufl:ees to be fent over, being about roo, 
embarked at Gravefend, on the 6th of November, on board the Anne of 
200 tons, commanded by Captain Thomas. They had with them all 
manner of tools, utenfils, arms:t ·and atnmunition; and James Ogle .. 
thorpe, Efq. one of the truftees, embarked on board the fame !hip, to 
go and fee the firfi fett1ement made. 

The fhip aniveJ at Carolina on the 15th of January following, from 
whence fhe failed to Port Royal, and, Mr. Oglethorpe went up the Savan­
,nah River, and pitched upon a convenient fpot of gratmd to form a 
fettlement, which appears in the beft light from his own account, as fol­
lowing: 

'' That the river there formed a half moon, around the fouth fide of 
which the banks were about forty feet high, and on the top a flat, which 
they called a bluff. The plain high ground extended into the country 
five or fix miles, and along the river about a mile. Ships that drew 
twelve feet water could ride within twelve yards of the bank. UpJn 
the river fide, in the center of this plain, he had laid out the town, and 
oppofite to it was an ifland of very rich pafiurage. The river was pretty 
wide, anp_ the water freih. From· the key of the town might be feen 
the whole courfe o£ the fea, with the Hland of Tybee, which formed 
the month of the river; and the other 'vay, the river might be feen for 
about fixty Il;liles up into the country. The landfcape is very agreeable, 
the fiream being wide, and bordered with hi-gh woods on both fides. 
The whole people arrived there on the 1ft of .February, a"ld at night 
their tents y.rere got up. A fortification was raifed, and the woods 
felled." The town and common was marked out; and Mr. Oglethorpe 
called the to\vn Savannah, the name alfo of the river . The lndian 
nation there was before called Yammacrane, and Tomochichi was their 
chief. 

After Mr. Oglethorpe had made the firfr fettlement, he went to Charles 
Town to folicit affiftance for his colony, in which he had fu(:cefs, and 
then returned to Savannah, where he was met by the chiefs of the Lower 
Creek nation, who claimed from the Savannah River as far as St. 
Auguftine, and up Flint River, w 1ich falls into the Bay of l\1exico. 
A treaty of alliance and comrnerce was 1nacle and fig-ncd 'rith them. 

9 Nlr. 
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l\1r. Og ·"th rpe alto concluded a treaty with the two nations of the 
Cherokees and Chickafaws, relating to their part of the fame province; 
~. nd from that time the Indians never molefied the Engliih fettlements 
in Carolina fo · many years. 

A provifional treaty ·was a1fo concluded by Mr. Og1ethorpe with the 
gov "rnor of Augnfiine and general of Florida, relating to the bounda­
ries between the Englilh and Spaniards, till the pleafure of the two 
cro\vns could c known ; by which the River St. lVIathco, called St. 
John's by the Spaniards, remained the limits between the two nations; 
being the fame river mentioned in the grant of King Charl es li. and lies 
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in 30 ° o' as the River Savannah does in 32 °. Mr. Og!cthorpe re- 173"+ .. 
turned to England, and brought with him fame of the Indian chiefs, 
particularly Tomochichi and his family, who were g raciouDy received 
by the king, well entertained by the truftces, and returned to their 
natiYe country full of the ut1nofi refpea for their Britifh friends and allies. 

U p \Yard of r 4, 2 2 I. had been received by the truftees fince the date 
of their charter for eftabli.fhing their colony; out of which they had 
expended 8, ::!0 2 l for that purpofe. The Colonifis were 3 76 Britifh, 
and 1 I 5 foreigners; in all 49 r perfons, fent by the charity; bdide 21 

mafiers, and ro6 fervants, gone at their own expence. Thus the whole 
number of perfons at that time embarked to fettle there, amounted to 
618, of which 320 were men, 113 women, IOQ boys, ·and 83 girls •. 

The Indian nations of Georgia were afterward attached to the Britiili Indians-. 
interefi; therefore it may be proper here to give fame defcription of 
their fiate and manners, for the better explaining of thofe ac:tions in 
which they were ulteriorly concerned efpecially as this may be depended 
upon to be the moil: natural and perfea account of thefe nations that 
has hitherto been delivered into the hands of the public. 

In this province there are three confiderable nations; the firfl: called 
the Cherokees, in habiting among the mountains from whence the River· 
Savannah defcends : Thefe are not the mofi warlike, nor of the larger. 
:fiature ; but are more accuf.omed to labour and live upon the corn, than: 
to procure their fufienance by hunting: They have about sooo warriors,. 
or hunters ; for the Indian nations are divided into two kinds of men;. 
and thofe who they ca11 warriors, or hunters, are like the ancient 
gentlemen of Europe, whofe fingle profeffion was arms and the chace. 
The fecond nation is the Chickafaws, a warlike and bold people; large· 
of fiature, patient of fatigues, and of generous and. noble fentiments;: 

X 2 wh()) 
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who difputed the Miffiffippi River with the French, and, after many 
bloody engagements, flill kept poffeffion of the banks of that river. fo 
as to hinder the free communication of the French in Canada with thofe 
of Louifiana. The third nation are the Indians called Creeks by the 
Englifh, brcc1ufe their country lies chiefly among rivers, which the 
American hngli{h call Creeks ; but the real name ot thefe is Ufchefees: 
their language is the foftefl and moficopiou1 of all the Indians, and is looked 
upon to be the radical language; for they can make themleives under­
Hood by almoft all the other Jndians of the continent : they are divided 
into three people, Upper, Lower, and Middle Creeks; the two former 
governed by their refpeCl:ive chiefs, whom they honour with a royal 
denomination ; yet they are neverthelefs, in the mofi material part of 
their government, fubordinate to the chief of the latter, who bears an 
imperial title: their country lies between Span!ih Florida and the Che­
rokee Mountains, and from the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulph ·of Mexico: 
They are a tall, well limbed people, very brave in war, and are, as it 
\vere, the Spartans of that part of the world ; being as much refpetted 
in the {outh, as the Iroquois are in the north part of America. 

Thefe Indians look upon the end of life to be, living happily; and, 
for this purpofe, their whole cuftoms are calculated to prevent avarice, 
which they think imbitters life; and nothing is a feverer reflection among 
them, than to fay, that a man loves his own. To prevent the rife and 
propagation of fuch a vice, upon the death of any Indian, they burn 
all that belongs to the deceafed, that there may be no temptation for the 
parent to hoard up a fuperfluity of arms and domefl:ic conveniences for 
his children : They fircngthen this cufiom by a fuperftition, that it is 
agreeable to the fouls of the deceafed to burn all they leave, and that 
affiiCl:ions follow-thofe who ufe any of their goods. They cultivate no 
more land than is neceifary for their plentiful fubfifience and hofpita!ity 
to {hangers. They ufe neither horfes or ploughs in their agriculture; 
but, infiead of plowing or digging, hoe their fields by common labour. 

The reft of the year they fpend in hunting ; and when they are 
injured by any neighbouring nation, as fuppofing one of their own 
nation to be killed, they fend to demand fatisfaB:ion ; but if this is 
refufed, they make reprizals upon the firft they can take of the nation 
that committeJ the injury ; and thus their wars begin, which are very 
frequent, and carried on with great rage; there not being any peopl~ 
in the world who have more co.urage, or are more dexterous in the uie 
of their arms, and manner of fight, among woods and bufhes, moun­
tains and fwamps; none more patient of labour, or fwifter of foot. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

The principa 7 fettlements, towll,j, inhabitants, and public affairs; the expe­
dition againjl Saint Augu:fline in 17 40 ; foil, produce, and trade. 

T'O M 0 C I-I I CH I, and the other Indian chiefs, re-embarked from· 
England to Georgia, where they fafely arrived in 17 34, on board the 

Prince of \Vales, corn manded by Captain Dun bar, who alfo carried over 
fame Saltzburghers, and other German Proteftants, to fettle in the colony. 

Settlements were made upon the coafi of Thunderbolt and Skidaway. 
ln May 17 3S, a fort and ~any houfes wer~ finifhed in the town of Sa­
vannah, where, in January I 7 s6, about I so Scotch Highlanders arrived, 
and formed a fettlement by the fide of the River Alatamaha, about twelve 
miles from the fea. They there ereCted a little fort, a guard-houfe, ftore­
houfe, a chapel, and feveral huts; and gave the na1ne of Darien to their 
new fettlement. 

On the 5th of February Mr. Oglethorpe arrived with two !hips, which 
had three hundred paffengers on board, and the colony began to proceed 
in a profperous way. Materials were provided for building a church, 
and a wharf for landing of goods; as alfo for finifhing the fortifications, 
and clearing the roads. 

Old Ebenezer was abandoned by the Germans, who ereB:ed the town of 
New Ebenezer, by the confcnt and under the direCl:ion 0f Mr. Ogle­
thorpe, who then vifited the Scotch at Darien, and then went to the fle 
of Saint Simon, which is in the mouth of the River Alatamaha, about 
thirteen miles long, and three or four broad, about twenty leagues north 
of Saint Augufiine. 

The fort and town of Frederica were built upon the i:Oand, which was 
foon greatly improved. Saint Andrew's Fort was alfo erec:ted on Cumber­
land Ifland, at the month of Jekyl Sound. Amelia Iiland was difcovered 
by General Oglethorpe, who alfo caufed the town of Augufca to be built, 
about 236 miles by water from the mouth of Savannah River. There are 
feveral plantations to the fouthward of Savannah, and two villages, called 
High gate and Harnpfl:ead, about four miles diftant from it; as alfo many 
other villages throughout the colony, which have been put under a pro­
per form of government. · 

vVhen 
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I737· \Vhen the Spaniih court in I 737 ~ill aggravated their differences with 
the Engli!h, Do~ Thomas Ger~ldino, the ~panifh ambaffador at the court 
of London, preiented a memonal, demandmg all the land to thirty-three 
degrees and thirty minutes of ?ort? latit~de in No~th America, and required 
the government to order the Engldb fubjeds to v; Hhdraw; but if this could 
not be done, infifiing that at le aft no troops iliou1d be fent there. and 
particularly remonfirated againfl: the return of Mr. Oglethorpe, wh~ was 
thi:n in I: ngla nd; fer the Spaniards drezdcd the military abilities of that 
accorr.pl iflted gentleman> who h2d ferved under the illufirious Prince 
Eugrne, both as fecretary and aid-de-camp to his Highnefs in the Turkifu 
~an;, and that at the particular recon:!mcndation of the great John Duke 
of Marlborough. · · . 

At the ,fame time, intel1igen~e was received from Commodore Dent, 
whQ ~ommauded his Britannic Majefiy's fhips at Jamaica; and from Go­
vernor :eull, who commanded in Carolina, that the Spaniards at the Ha­
v~nn"' * were preparing embarkations, and three thoufan.d men, to invade 
Ca.roli-na; whereupon his Britannic Majefty immediately appointed Mr. 
Oglethorpe general of his forces in-Carolina and Georgia, ordered him 
to raife a regitnent, and repair there. His Excellency arrived in time ta 
prevent the execution of the Spaniih defigns, alth<;mgh a confiderable 
nu~qe_r of their troops had already got to Auguftine. 

~'vVhen repriz~ls were known to have been publifhed by his Britannic 
Majefii againft the King of Spain, a party of the garrifon of Auguftine 
came up, and furprized two Highlanders upon the Hland of Amelia, 
Cftt off their heads, and mangled their bodies with great inhumanity. 

General Oglethorpe went immediately in purfuit of them, and with 
fuch expedition, that he followed them, by land and water, aboYe a hun­
dred 1niles in lefs than twenty-four hours; but they efcaped. The ge­
neral, however, by way of reprizal, paffed the River Saint Mathea, or 
Saint John's, into Florida, drove in the guards of Spani!h horfe pofied 
upon that river, and advanced as far as a place called the Canallas; at 
the tame time fending Captain Dunbar with a party up the River Saint 
Mathea~ to reconnoitre a fort called Pickalata, near that riyer, upon the 
lakes of Florida, twenty mi]es from the fea, which they attacked, ?ut 
were repulfed, having no artillery: however they accomplifhed the m· 
tentions of General Og1ethorpe, as they had well reconnoitred both that 
place and another fort, called Saint Francis, upon the fame lakes. 

• A port-town, and the capital city of the ifland of Cuba, fituated on the north-weft par.t of 
I he ifland, at the entrance of the Gul ph of Mexico, about 200 miles fouth of Cape Flonda. 

General 
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General Oglethorpe in January returned to Frederica, where he met with I 740. 

Captain \Varren ~,who wa~ lately arrived with the Squirrel man of war. 
\Vhen their confultation was concluded, Captain Warren went and cruifed 
off the Bay of Augufiine, while General Oglethorpe, with a detachment 
of troops on board of the boats, and fome artillery, went up the lakes of 
Florida, rowing by day and failing by night; fo that he attacked the two 
forts of Pickatata and Saint Francis, which he took the fame day. 

From the information of the prifoners, which confirmed the other 
accounts the general had of the weak condition of Augufiine, he fent up 
to Charles Town to defire the affifiance oft~ people of Carolina, and to 
confult meafures with the commanders of the men of war, in order 
immediately to block up Augufiine before the Spaniards could receive 
proYiflons and affifiance from Cuba, which, if properly executed, the 
place n1ufi be foon reduced in all probability. 

Augufiine was then the p incipal town of firength in Spaniih Florida, 
f1tuate at the mouth of the River Matanzas, about twenty leagues fouth 
of the River Saint Mathea, orSaint John's, the boundary of Georgia. The 
Spaniih inhabitants had £hewn great indications of their inclination to in-. 
feft the people of Carolina; for, by ungenerous artifices, they had long 
been attempting to raife an infurreClion among the flaves of that colony, 
which was effeCled in September 1739; and twenty-three of the white in­
habitants maiTacred in a moft cruel and barbarous manner: but the pro­
vin ial militia repelled the Indians, who were openly encouraged by the 
Spaniard~, fo that the Britiili Colonifis looked upon Saint Auguftine in the . 
fame manner their mother-coun try had formerly done by the African 
Sallee, a~· a den of thieves and ruffians, and the receptacle of debtors and 
P-aves, .to whom, by a proclamation publifhed at Augufiine, they had 
promifed freedom and proteB:ion, upon their defertion from the Engliih. 

Such a proceeding awakened the attention of all the inhabitants of 
Carolina, ·where all thofe who had life and property at ftake were fenfibly 
ihocked at fuch a danger daily impending over their heads. 

To aggravate their concern, they had information that the remai nder 
of the preparations made at the Havanna in r 78 7 for invading Carolina 
were then ready for that purpofe. Prompted by fuch ftrong incentives, 
the lieutenant-governor, the council, aifembly, and inhabitants of Caro-

* The late Sir Peter Warren, an excellent officer. 

lina, 
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lina, feemed very ready to affifl: General Oglethorpe upon an enterprize 
fa promifing of fuccefs, and fa likely to defiroy all their fears from the 
incurfions of the Spaniards in thofe remoter parts of the Britiih North 
American continent. 

The Indian nations, before-mentioned, with difficulty were gained by 
General Oglethorpe to affift in the war againfi the Spaniards; and the 
obfiacle was fa much the more, beeaufe the Creeks had frequent inter­
courfe and friendfhip with them; but the general, by fending them the 
marks of blood ihed by the Spaniards, and acquainting the Indians that 
the Spaniards had killed fame of his men upon the land which the Creeks 
had by treaty conceded to the Englifh; thofe Indians conceived them­
felves injured in their right of hofpitality, and fent to demand jufiice of 
the governor of Augufiine, who ill-treated their meffengers; upon which 
they folemnly engaged to affifl: the Englifh in the war againft their Spa­
nifh enemies. 

'Vhen the war broke out, there was but one regiment of regular troops, 
confifiing of fix hundred men, commanded by General Oglethorpe; and 
the country, to be then defended, was of above four hundred miles 
extent, upon the fea-coafl:. In Carolina there was a-militia of about three 
thoufand men; and the armed people of Georgia were about fifteen hun­
dred; but as there were about forty thoufand negro flaves in Carolina, it 
was efteemed a difficult tafk to contain fuch a number of negroes in their 
duty, if the Spai1iards fhould actually invade. 

General Oglethorpe therefore thought that the moll: prudent way of de­
fending fuch a great extent of country was, by attacking the Spaniards; 
in which opinion the affembly of Carolina concurred: for if that fmall 
body of troops were to be difperfed to defend all parts of the country, 
they would have been but a handful, eafily fubdued in each place; and 
the 11aves of Carolina might have revolted, if f1voured by an invading 
enemy: but if the Britifh Colonifis acted offenfively, the f1aves would not 
be able, nor think of fiit-ring, when they faw their mafiers had power to 
invade thei r enemies; the Indians would join them, and the Spaniards be 
prevented from attacking, by being forced to defend. 

There fiill fubfified among the Spaniards in America a flrong party_fo_r 
the H oufe of Aufhia. Some of thefe were 1nen of quality of Mex1co, 
and then ()fEcers in Augufiine, fent there becauCe they were in difgrace; 
a com mand at that diftance being, among them, in the nature of a baniih­
ment. 

General 
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General Oglethorpe had frequent intercourfe with fome of thofe princi ­
pal officers, whon1-he had influenced intirely to his interefl:; and, at that 
time, received intelligence, by fome confiderable people in the garrifon 
of Augufl:ine, of the fiate and condition of the town, which was then in 
want of provifions, and their half-gallies were gone to Cuba to carry over 
men and provifions; fo that the river of St. Augufl:ine was undefended, 
according to thofe accounts. 

General Oglethorpe, in January, acquainted the aifembly, that if they 
could, by March following, join the troops upon the River Saint Mathea, 
or Saint John, with fix hundred white men, a troop of horfe, another of 
rangers, and fix hundred negroes for pioneers, with a proper train of 
artillery and neceifaries, as they had promifed to do, there might be a 
probability of taking Augufl:ine; at leafi a certainty of preventing the 
Spaniards from undertaking any thing againfi Carolina, provided the 
men of war would block up the port of Augufiine from receiving fuccours 
by fea. 

When General Oglethorpe imparted this material intelligence to the 
affembly of Carolina, they voted to fupport him with a fum of money 
equal to what was wanted ; but delayed fo long, that the general was 
obliged to go up himfelf to Charles Town and haften them in their refo­
lutions. 

Captain Warren came alto into the port of Charles Town with his 
fquadron, to confult meafures for the expedition; but the affembly, 
through their fupinity and inaB:ivity, delayed them fo long, that the 
month of March was paifed before they had concluded any thing; fo that 
by the time they had paffed their aB:, and before they would permit the 
general to fet out, the iliip of war, which had been pofied there until 
Captain Warren's return, left the fiation off the bar of Augufiine, and the 
half-ga1lies got into the harbour, with fuccours of provifions and men from 
the Havanna; which was certainly the principal thing that contributed 
to the prefervation of the place. 

Captain Warren, uninformed of the arrival of the gallies, went and lay 
off the port of Augufiine, to prevent their coming in; but, in the dark of 
a calm night, fix half-gallies came out from Augufiine, and attacked him, 
to his great furprize. Notwithfianding the great fuperiority they had, 
by the weight of their cannon, which carried double the fhot his' guns did, 
the number of their men, and the advantage a calm gives to rowing 
veffels, Captain Warren defended himfelf beyond all expectation or hope; 

VoL. n. y but 
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but the wind fprung up in the morning, when he funk one of the gallies 
and drove the others in to port. . . ' 

General Ogiethorpe fet out from Charles Town, greatly difgufted at 
the dilatory proceeding of the affembly, which was influenced by the 
Spaniih party, and had cbnfined him fo long from the proper time for ac­
tion: but upon his aqival in Georgia, he immediately draughted five 
hundred men out of his regiment, and left the refi to take care of the 
coafi: he alfo raifed a company of one hundred men from the highland 
part of the colony, two troops of rangers of fixty men each, and one 
hundred boatmen from the other inhabitants. 

The general croffed Saint John's River, with a party of his regiment, and 
fome Indians, as did thofe headed by Molochi, fon to Brim, the late emperor 
of the Creeks; the Raven-war-king of the Cherokees; and Tooariahowi, 
nephew to King Tomo-Chichi. They landed in Florida upon the roth 
of May, expeCting the levies and pioneers from Carolina. They not 
arriving, and as the firfi thing neceffary to be done, was to take the forts 
that kept open the communication of the Spaniards with the country, the 
general, impatient of lofing time, after a march of thirty miles, invefted 
and took Fort Diego, about three leagues from A ugufiine, among mea­
dows which were well flocked with cattle, and commanded a pafs upon 
the River Diego, half-way between Auguftine and the River Saint 
Mathea. 

After a fmart :fkirmiih for fame hours, the garrifon furrendered prifon­
ers of war, and delivered up the fort, with eleven pieces of cannon. The 
garrifon confified of a captain, and fifty-feven regulars, befide Indians and 
negroes, who dreaded the attack. 

Soon after, four hundred men, commanded by Colonel Vander Dulfen, 
arrived from Carolina; but without any horfe, rangers, negroes, or pio­

. neers. About that time arrived a body of Cherokee Indians; as alfo 
Captain Dunbar, with a party of Chickefaws, and the rangers and High­
landers from Georgia, under Captain M'Intoih. 

In the mean while, Commodore Pierce in the Flamborough, Captain 
Warren in the Squirrel, Captain Fanihaw in the Tartar, and Captain 
T ownihend in the Phrenix, of twenty guns; with Sir Y elverton Peyt~n 
in the HeCtor, of forty guns, Captain Laws in the Spence, and Captam 
Dandridge in the Wolf floop, arrived off Saint Mathea, or Saint John's 
River, ..to affifi upon the expedition. The general went on board the 

commodore, 
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commodore, where a confultation was held, and it was agreed to anchor 
off Augufiine, and to attempt an entry into the harbour. The general 
imme iiately marched by land, and in three days arrived at Moofa, a fort 
which the Spaniards had built for the deferted negroes from Carolina, and 
given them fame adjoining lands. His Excellency tnade a forced march, 
with a fmall detachment, becaufe he had received private intelligence 
from his party among the Spaniards, that he might have the town deli­
vered to him; but he infifl:ed upon hofiages from them before he would 
rifque to fend a party into the cafile to take poffeffion of it. They had 
agreed to this propofal, and appointed the place of meeting near to Coovo, 
in a wood, about a mile from Augufiine, and two miles from Moofa. 
The general went there, with a felect party of men, who continued there 
until the appointed time was long elapfed; but as no perfons appeared, 
the general went to reconnoitre as far as the works of Augufl:ine, and 
found that the lines from Coovo to the town were all full of troops, very 
alert ; fo that finding the defign difappointed, though then not knowing 
how, he returned to his party, ordered the drums to beat, that thofe who 
had promifed him might know that he had not failed on his fide, and then 
marched back to Moofa. 

Upon the break of day, the general faw that the men of war did not 
come into the harbour, and the provifions that were to come up had not 
arrived, upon which his Excellency marched back to the head-quarters at 
Diego, and fent on board the commodore to know what had occafioned 
the difappointment of their not mafiering the harbour. The commodore 
acquainted him, that there was a battery upon the ifland of Anafl:afia, 
which defended the entry; therefore he defired the general to fend a 
body of troops to land, under favour of the men of war, upon the iiland; 
and he would fend the fma1l veifels into the harbour, which was too ihal­
low to admit the men of war. 

The general then marched to the coafi, and embarked with a party of 
two hundred men. He had before fent the highlanders, rangers, and a 
party of Indians, under Colonel Palmer, with orders to lie in the woods 
near Augufl:ine, and hinder the Spaniih parties from coming out by land; 
but with pofitive orders not to come to any general aCl:ion, if they could 
avoid it; nor to lie two nights in the fame place. His Excellency alfo 
pofl:ed- the Carolina new ra.ifed men at Point Cartel, which makes the 
mouth of the harbour oppofite the ifland of Anafiafia ; and this he did, 
becaufe they would be fafe there, being divided from Augufl:ine, and 
covered from any fally that could be made by the garrifon. The general 
then came up to the commodore, with whom he held a confultation; after 
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which, Captain \Varren generoufly offered to land, with a party of fea­
tnen; and, to prevent all difficulties of rank, the general gave him a corn­
million to command as lieutenant-colonel. 

The Spaniards made a difpofition to defend the i!land; for they had 
about I 100 men in garrifon, out of which theyc?uld pafs over as many as. 
they thought proper to Anafiafia; but the Enghih had not boats enough 
to land ~hove soo men at once .. The general, however, refolved to carry 
the landmg. He faw the Spaniards were advantageou!ly pofted behind 
the fand-}:lills, covered by the battery upon the ifland, and the fire from 
the half-gallies, which lay in ihoal-water, where the men of war could 
not come; therefore his Excellency ordered the heavy boats to fray, and 

-feem as if they intended to land near them, while he, with Captain War­
ren and the pinnaces, rowed with all the fpeed they could to the fouth-­
ward, for about two miles. The Spaniards ran behind the fand hills to 
fl:rive to prevent them; but before they could come up in any order; the­
boats got near enough to the ihore. The general and Captain Warren, 
with a party of feamen and Indians, leaped into the water breaft-high, 
landed, and took poffeffion of the fand-hills. The Spaniards retired in the 
utmoft confufion to the battery; but were purfued fo vigoroufly, that they 
were drove out of the battery into the fea; fome iheltering themfelves on 
board the half-gallies, which retired under the caftle of Augufiine, while 
the Engli.fh boats and fmall craft entered the harbour. 

Being mafl:ers of Anaftafia, it was found that the river which runs be­
tween that ifland and the cafl:le, near which the town lies, was too wide 
to batter in breach; but the town was not fortified on the water-fide, as 
the Spaniards were convinced that the ifland could not be taken, and ex­
peeled the attack to have been from the land-fide, where they were well 
fortified and prepared for defence. It was then refolved to attempt to 

crofs the river, and land near the town. What the general had faid was 
now proved, '' that if the attempt had been begun before the half-gallies 

. came from Cuba, the Englilh troops would have found no difficulty in 
landing on that part of the town where no entrenchments were made; 
but now the half-gallies were a floating battery, in a wide ditch; fo that 
there was no poffibility of landing, without firft taking or driving them 
away.'' 

Many confultations paffed for this purpofe, but none could. take effeat 
although General Og1eth.orpe offered to attack the enemy with the boats 
of the fquadron~ -

4 Little · 
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Little hopes were then conceived but from famine; for the Spaniards, 
who were in the Auftrian intereft, and intended to deliver up that place, 
had been fufpeB:ed, if not difcovered; and it is ftrongly fufpeB:ed, by the 
means of a field-officer, afterward punifhed in England for exhibiting a 
malicious charge againft his genera] *. This was one great difappoint­
ment; but the half-gallies and fuccours got in from Cuba was a much 
greater impediment. 

Thirty-fix pieces of cannon, together with planks for batteries, and all 
other neceifaries, with 400 pioneers, were to have come from Carolina, 
but only twelve pieces of cannon arrived; which, for want of planks for 
batteries, being obliged to fire upon the fand, foon broke their carriages 
to pieces, and could not be repaired. 

The Spaniards, on the other fide, had furprized the party fent to watch 
them under Colonel Palmer, who had indifcreetly, and againft orders, 
lodged themfelves, and continued in the fort of Moofa, which the general 
had demoliihed, purpofely that no refuge !hould be taken in fo weak a 
place. Befide, this detachment was intended for a fcouting party, to 
flmn any engagements, and prevent the Spaniards from driving cattle 
i11to the town. 

The Spaniards took feveral prifoners at Moofa, bafeiy infulted the bodies 
of the dead, and would have infliB:ed cruelties on their prifoners; one of 
whom was an Indian, named Nicolaufa, whom they delivered over to 
the Yaeaffee Nation, to burn him alive; but General Oglethorpe, on that 
account, fent a drum, with a meifage to the governor from the Indian 
King of the Cherokees, acquainting him, that if he burnt Nicolaufa he 
would burn a Spanifh horfeman whom he had taken prifoner : the gene­
ral alfo mentioned, '' that as the govern_.or was a gentleman and a man of 
honour, he was perfuaded that he would put an end to the barbarous ufage 
of that country; and expeCted, from the generofity of a Spani!h gentle­
man, he would prevent infults to the bodies of the dead, and cruelties to 
prifoners : and he rather wifhed it, left he !hould be forced, much againft 
his inclination, to retaliations , which the governor muft know he was 
very able to make, fince his -prifoners greatly exceeded thofe made by the 
Spaniarda.'' Upon which, the governor fubmitted not to hurt Nicolaufa, 

* It is certain thofe old Spanifh revolutionifi:s were detecred in their defign to deliver up 
the caft le to General Oglethorpe, as above-mentioned ; hut before the time of me_eting, as 
appointed, the Spani!h gen tlemen were afiacred io the cafile , to the etern al dtfg race of 
fome perfons whom General Oglethorpe had honoured with his confidence, and a princip:ll 
officer i11 his own regiment. 

though 
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though the Spanifh Indi~ns pretended to charge him with defertion. It 
was agreed, that the Ind1ans on both fides ihould be treated as prifoners 
of war; fo that an end might be put, .~o their barbarous cufiorn of burn­
ing the unhappy wretches that unfqnvnately fell into their hands. 

•r 

General Oglethorpe cont~nued bombarding the place until the regular 
troops came over from the tfland to the land-fide, and the Carolina militia 
were removed from Cartel to Anafl:afia. · 

It was agreed, on the 23d of June, that Captain Warren, with the 
boats from the men of war, the two floops hired by General Og1ethorpe 
and the Carolina veffels, with their militia, fhould attack the half-gallies ~ 
and that, upon a fignal given, the general ihould attack the trenches upo~ 
the land-fide. 

This was a defperate meafure; yet it was purfued; for the whole 
troops belonging to the befiegers, including even the feamen, were much 
inferior in number to .the garrifon. The town was alfo covered on one 
tide by a caftle, with four baftions and fifty pieces of cannon, from whence 
they run an entrenchment, flanked with feveral falian.t angles, to Fort 
Coovo, which lay upon the River Saint Sebaftian. This entrenchment 
croffed the neck of land from the River Anaftafia to that of Saint Sebaf­
tian, arid intirely covered the town from the land. Upon this, the gene­
ral drew in all the firength he poffibly could, and fent for the garrifon he 
had left at Diego. Being joined by them and the Creek Indians, and 
having made a fufficient number of fafcines, fhort ladders, provided all 
other neceffaries for attacking the entrenchments, and brought up thirty­
fix cohorns, he received notice that the commodore had refolved to delay 
the attack. 

Sicknefs had fpread among the troops, and the commodore was obliged 
to quit the coaft. The Spaniards had received a ftrong reinforcement 
from Cuba; and upon this, all hopes of taking the place by famine ceafed. 
The fquadron failed; the Carolina troops marched away, and the general 
brought up the rear. The garrifon made an unfuccefsful fally: but the 
general demolifhed the Spanilh forts, which were erected in proper paffes 
to hinder the invafions of the Creek Indians, whereby all the plantations 
were deftroyed and laid open ; fo that the Spaniards could not poifefs any 
thing out of the reach of the cannon of Auguftine. 

In the year 1702, Colonel Moor, then governor of South Carolina, in­
vaded Florida with a much greater force than that commanded by General 

Oglethorpe; 
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Oglethorpe; and after he had invefied Augufiine for three months, was 
obligett to raife the fiege. But though General Oglefhorpe was defeated 
in his principal aim, he fucceeded in his other views, which were to inti­
midate the Spaniards from invading Georgia or Carolina, and to give 
thofe provinces the feafonable and happy opportunity of enjoying their 
properties, free and undifiurbed from the invafion of a revengeful enemy. 
The Spaniards, infiead of making continual excurfions, dreaded the abi­
lities of fo abl a commander, and remained inactive within thei own 
territories until the year I 7 42, when they collected a powerful body of 
troops, and invaded Georgia, where they committed many ravages, but 
were obliged to quit their enterprize, by the bravery and conduct of Ge­
neral Oglethorpe. 

As the latitude of Georgia is between 2 9° and 3 2°, it fhews the hap­
pinefs of the climate and foil for planting and habitation. · The foil con­
fifis of four different forts; pine-barren, which is a fandy foil; oak and 
hickory, which is good land, fit for moft forts of grain; fwamps, which, 
lying low, are clay or fat mud, and is the richeft and befi; favannas, 
where wild grafs and cane are plentiful, and alfo good grafs in many places 
for feeding cattle, which are much increafed in the colony. 

There is a good proportion of all thefe forts of lands; but the higher in 
the country the better. Befide, the foil has alfo been found proper for 
all kinds of Engliili grain, as well as moft of the European and Afiatic 
fruits. 

They have white oaks, beech, pines, cedar, elms, walnut, chefnuts, 
cyprefs, myrtles, vines, and mulberry trees. Among their commodities 
are, pitch and tar, hemp and flax, pot--afh, bees-wax, myrtle-wax, bear's­
oil, furs, :lkins, and leather; drugs, ilmples, and dyers goods of feveral 
forts; as alfo Indian corn, and European grain; vegetables and fruits. 

The colony was fpeedily and populoufly inhabited; and the Indians 
fupplied it annually with 1 o,ooo lb. weight of deer-ikins, beavers, and 
other furs, which were chiefly paid for in woollen goods and iron of the 
produce and manufacture of England: befide, the colony gave the firongefl: 
indications of amply rewarding her mother-country, with a confiderable 
produce of filk, cochineal, indigo, olives, oil, and cotton; as alfo wine, 
if properly cultivated. 

The raifing of the filk manufatlure is praCticable even in Great Bri­
tain, but much more fo in her American colonies~ particularly Georgia 

and. 
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and Carolina, where both the climate and foil are excellently well adapted 
to the nature of the filk-worm, and the propagation of the mulberry 
tree, whofe leaves are the natural food of this infect; infomuch that they 
have been often found feeding thereupon naturally or fpon.taneoufiy. 

It was principally upon account of promoting this branch of trade that 
the colony of Georgia was originally eftablifued; and the Britifh govern .. 
ment annually granted a confiderable fum of money for that purpofe: but 
in I 7 s 1 the truftees refigned their right to the crown, and the province i& 
now a royal propriety. 

In the year 1755 no lefs than 104,682 barrels of rice were exported 
from Carolina and Georgia; befide many other commodities, as before­
mentioned: and upon the whole it appears, that about 8oo fhips have been 
annually employed to all the Britiih provinces upon the continent of 
North America, which may be greatly increafed. 

THE 
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The Hifiory of F L 0 R I D A ; 

Containing its original and prefent )late. 

T HE Spaniards gave originally the name of Florida to all that part 
of the continent of North America, which lies north of the Gulph 

of Mexico, and bounded on the eafl: by the Atlantic Ocean: but this 
country now is known by many different names, as before defcribed. 
\Vithin thefe limits, according to the Spanifh claim, were included moft 
of the Britifh Colonies in North America; as a1fo thofe countries which 
the French have denominated Lo;_tifiana and New France. But all that 
retains the name of Florida at prefent is that peninfula between the 
colony of Georgia and Cape Florida, in 25° and 30° of north latitude, 
and 81 ~ and 8 5° of weft longitude. 

Augufl:ine and Penfacola were and are the principal places in this pro­
vince, which was ceded to the Britifh Crown by the treaty of peace in 
1762, and afterward fubdivided into two provinces. 

With regard to that part of Florida, confining on the Gu1ph of Mexico, 
it appears that the Crown of Great Britain had an indubitable right to it, 

VoL. II. Z ever 
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ever fince the reign of Henry VII. by whofe commiffion Sebaftian Cabot 
difcovered all this coaft. 

The air of Florida is temperate, and the country fomewhat healthful· 
but it is fubjeB: more to heat than cold; though this is tempered by th; 
[ea-breezes; and toward the Apalachian mountains> the air is generally 
cold. 

The coaft is fandy in general, but the interior part of the country has 
an excellent foil, where meadows abound with grafs, and fields are fertile 
of grain. 

The natives are rough and indelicate in their manners and cuftoms; 
like other Indians, they are idolaters and favages. 

Penfaco1a is a fafe port, and has a com~unication by land with Apala­
chy. It was taken in 1719 by the French*, but afterwardreflored to 
Spain, and now fubjeB: to the Britifh governmenf, by whom it was 
claimed in 173 9, and obt~ined in I 763, when it was divided into the two 
provinces of Eaft and Weft Florida, as will be afterward !hewn. 

The colonies of Penfacola and Dauphin Hland were on the decline in 
I 7 I 9; the inhabitants having removed to fettle at Mobile and Biloxi, or 
at New Orleans, where the lands were n1uch better; for at firft the foil 
is .chiefly fand, mixed with little earth. The land, however, is covered 
with woods of pines, firs, and oaks, which make good trees, as well as 
at Ship Hland. The road of Penfaco1a is the only good port thereabout 
for large fhips, and Ship H1and for fmall veiTels, which may ride in fafety 
in fifteen feet, and a good holding ground; the other ports are all only 
open roads, expofed to the fouth, and fron1 weft to eaft. 

Penfacola is in north latitude 30° 25'; and is the only road in the Bay 
of Mexico where fhips can be fafe from all winds. It is land-locked on 
every fide, and will hold a great number of fhips, \vhich have good an­
chorage in holding ground of foft fand, and from twenty-five to thirty­
four feet of water. Before a £hip enters the harbour, fhe £hould bring 
the fnrt of Penfaco1a to bear between north and north-eaft, and keep that 
courfe until £he is weft, or fomewhat fouth-eaft from the fort on the ifland 
of Saint Rofe; that is, till that fort bears eafl:, and eafl: : north. Then 
!he n1uft bear away a little to the land on the weft-fide, keeping about 

*See l\1. I.e Page Du Pratz, vol. i. p. 188. 
mid-
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111id- ·ay between that and the ifiand, to avoid a bank upon the latter, 
~ hich ·uns OL t to fome diftance ·weil north-w fi of the ifland. 

If th re are any breakers on the ledge of rocks, which lie to the wen .. 
'Yard of the bar, as of ten happens; if there is any wind, that may 
fen·e a a mark fo r £hips , which fl:eer along that ledge, at the difiance of 
a good m u:fl .... r t-i110t, as they enter upon the bar; then keep the courfe 
a O\'e- mentioned: but fo me times the currents fe t very fhong out of the 
roJJ; of " l ich par ti cula r care fhould be taken, to prevent veffels being 
carried upon thofc rocks. 

As there is but half a foot rifing on the bar of Penfaco1a, every fhip of 
war, if it be not in a fiorm, may depend upon nineteen or twenty feet of 
'\ ·ater to go into the harbour, as there are twenty-one feet on the bar: but 
!h 'ps that draw tw nty feet muft be towed in. 

The F rench took Penfaco1a from the Spaniards in I 719; but have given 
di frercn t a-ccounts of the country, and much h as been faid of it, particu­
larl y hat it can n eYer prove beneficial, becaufe the French have made fo 
little of it. 

No country can p roduce any thing without labourers; which, it is cer­
tain, the I•rench h ave never had in Louifiana, in any numbers at leafl:, 
fufficient to make it turn out to any greater account than it has hitherto 
done. 

The reafon of thig appears not to be owing to the country, but to their 
proceedings and rnifconduet in it: by which means the French had few 
people in Louifiana, but convitts for criminal offences, who, looking on 
the country only as a place of exile, were difheartened at every thing in 
it; and had no regard for the prog refs of a colony, of which they were 
only members by compulfion; and neither knew nor confidered its advan­
tages to the fl:ate *. 

The Cape of Florida lies in 25 degrees 20 minutes of north latitude, 
and in So degrees twenty minutes of weft longitude. 

'* Laval. Bellin. Charlevoix. 
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The Hiftory of L 0 U I S I A N A. 

CHAP. L 

Geographical difcription- of Louijiana; it.r climate, rivers, foil, fidl dijco- · 
very, andflttlement by the French. 

L 0 U IS I AN A is that part of North America which is bounded on the 

fouth by the Gulph of Mexico; on the eafl: by Carolina, and by a 

part of Canada; on the weft by New Mexico; and much by Canada on 

the north. In part it extends, without any affignable bounds, to the 

Terrte Incognitte, adjoining to Hudfon's Bay. Its breadth is about two 

hundred leagues, extending between the Spanilh and Englilh fcttlements; 

bu t its length is undetermined, as being altogether unknown; however, 

the fource of the l\lliffiffippi will afford fome light on this head. This is 

the account given by a modern writer*, who refided in Louifiana feveral 

years. According to Savary, this large traCl of land extends upward of 

eighteen hundred leagues, and has received the name of Louifiana, be­

caufe difcovered by the French in the reign of Louis XIV. but other 

* Du Pratz, vol. i. p. 200. 
authors 



! I I S T 0 R Y 0 F B ll IT I S H A M ER I CA. 

authors differ ah'1u t the b~:mndaric:1, v.rhith fome fay are too extenfive to 
be known; vv hiie others a{fcrt the contrary. 

The c1imate of L0uifiana varies in p roportion as it extends to the north: 
but all tb at can be faiJ of it in general is, tl-:at its fouthern parts are not 
fo fllltry a~:. thofe of Africa in the fatr.~ 1alitndc; and that the northern 
p:1rts are C()]der than the corrcfprmdi.ng parts of Europe. This difference 
of climate from that of Africa and Europe has been a!cribed to two caufes: 
the firfl: is, the nun 1ber of woods , which, although fcattered up and down 
cover the face of this co~.::ntry: th e fccond is, tl: c great number of rivers: 
The former prevent the fun fr01n warming the earth; and the latter diffufe 
a great degree of humidity. 

Few days pafs in LouiGana without feeing the fun; but there are fre .. 
quently f~dden iliowers of heavy rain: the clews are fo very pientiful, 
that they often advantageoufly fupp1y the deficiency of rain. It may 
therefore be well imagined, th at the air is very good, the inhabitants 
healthy, and fubjeB: to few difeafes, efpecially in the vigour of life. 

The rivers in this country are, I. The Miffiffippi, which divides it 
from north to fouth almofi into two equal parts. The firH: difcoverers of 
this river cdled it Colbert, in honour of that minifier: but by fome 
favages of the north it was c~lled MeaCl Chaffipi, or the ancient father of 
rivers; of which the French have corruptly formed Miffifipi, or Miffi_f­
fippi. Other Indians called it Balbancha ; · and the name of Saint Loui~ 
was at lafl: given to it by the French. 

The fources of this river were difcovered by M. de Charleville, a Canq,:­
<lian, and are now we11 known. He went up the river three hundred 
leagues to the north, above the Illinois, where he was flopped by the. fall 
called Saint /\ nthony's, which is a flat rock acrofs the fireams, that gives 
it onlv a fall of about nine feet. He caufed his canoe to be carried over 

~ 

that place, em barked again above the fall, and proceeded farther up the 
river one hundred leagues n1ore to the north, and met with a nation called 
Sioux, who were furprized at feeing him there, and told him of the dif .. 
ficulties of his enterprize, becaufe it was as far to the fource from the fall 
as from the lafi to the fea. He did not fee the fource of the Miffiffippi; 
but learned that a great many rivers emptied their waters into it. 

Q. The River Saint Peter is the firfl: from the fall; and fome leagues 
lower down is, 3· the River Saint Croix; both of them capacious 
fireams; and feveral others are met with of lefs confequence. 4· The 

Moingona, 
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!v1oingona, which comes from the weft> about 250 leagues below the fail; 

it is fomewhat brackifh, and above 150 leagues in length. 5· The Illi­

nois comes from the eaft; takes its rife on the frontiers of Canada, and 

its courfe is about 200 leagues. 6. The J\t1i£rouri comes from a fource 

about 8oo leagues diftant; runs from north-wefi: to fouth .... eafi, and dif­

charges itfelf into the l\t1iffiffippi, about four leagues below the Illinois; 

from which to the fea are computed about soo leagues; and from the 

1Y1iifouri to the \Vabache an hundred leagues. This laft is more gene­

rally known by the name of the Ohio, by which is the paiTage from 

Louifiana to Canada. This voyage is performed from New Orlean~ by 

going up the Miffiffippi to the Ohio, which they go up in the fame man­

ner quite to the river of the Miamis, near Lake Erie, from whence they 

go down the River Saint Lawrence to ~ebec in birch canoes. 

From the Ohio to Manchac upon the River Iberville, there are few 

rivers to be feen which fall into the Miffiffippi, and thofe fmall ones, altho' 

it is about 350 leagues from one to the other; which appears fomewhat 

extraordinary: but it ibould be remarked, that in all this part of Loui­

fiana, which is to the eaft: of the Miffiffippi, the adjacent lands are fo 

high, that in many places the rain-water runs off from the banks of the 

1\tliffiffippi, and difcharges itfelf into rivers, which fall into the fea or 

into lakes. 

In continuing to go down the MiffiHippi, there are fmall rivers from 

the \Vabache to the river of the Arkanfas. 7· The mofi: confiderable _is 

that of Saint Francis, upon which the hunters of New Orleans go every 

winter to prepare falt provifions, tallow, and bear's oil for the fupply of 

the ea pi tal. 

8. The river of the Arkanfas, -which is thirty-five leagues lower down, 

and two hundred leagues from New Orleans, is fo denominated from the 

Indians of that name, who dwelt on its banks, a little above its conflu­

ence with the l\1iffiilippi. It runs three hundred leagues, and its fource 

is in the fame latitude with Santa Fe, in New Mexico, in the mountains 

of w hi eh it rifes. 

9· Below this river is that of the Yafous, fixty leagues lower down: 

it runs about fifty leagues, but will hardly admit of a boat for a great 

way. I o. The next is Red River, called at firfl: the Marne: it rifes in 

New Mexico, and has a courfe of two hundred leagues: but about ten 

leagues from its confluence with the Miffiffippi, it receives the Black 
River, 

9 
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River, -or the river of the Wachitas, which takes its rife near that of the 
Arkanfas. 

Twenty leagues below the Red River is the Little Cut Point; and a 
league below that point are the Little Cliffs. From the Red River to the 
fea are only fome fma~l brooks; but on the eafl:-fide, twe~ty~five leagues 
above N2w Orleans, 1s a channel, called l\t1anchac. Tlus IS the River 
lberville, which is now to be the boundary of the Britiih dominions: it 
difcharges itfelf into the Lake lVlaureynR, and from thence into that of 
Saint Louis *. It receives, I I. the Rivet Amite, which is fomewhat 
large', and runs through a fine country for about twenty leagues. 

A fmall river falls into the Lake Maurepas, to the eafi of Manchac. In 
proceeding eafiward, they pais from this lake into that of Saint Louis, 

, through a river formed by the waters of the Amite: in going to the north 
of this lake, they meet the little river Tandgi Pao; afterward the river 
~efonB:e, which comes from the ChaCl:aws; and then the Cafiin Bayouc. 
Afterward they may quit the lake by the channel, which borders uponthe 
fame country ; and proceeding eailward, they meet with Pearl River, 
which falls into this- channel. 

Farther up the coafi, which lies from eafi to wefi, they meet Saint Louis's 
Bay, into which a little river of that name difcharges itfelf. Farther-an, 
they meet ,the river of the Pafl.:a goulas; and at length they arrive at 
the bay of Mobile, which runs up\Yard of thirty leagues into the country, 
where it receives the river of that name, which runs about I so leagues 
from north to fouth. 

At a little difiance fro _l Manchac they meet the river of the Plame­
quines; and four leagues le\' 1 down is the Fork, or a channel running 
to the weft of the l\!Iiffiffippi, hrough vhich a part of the inundations of 
that river run ofF. Thefe waters pafs through feveral lakes, and from 
thence to the fea, by Afcenfion Bay ; bnt the names of the other rivers to 
the weft of this bay are not io well kno\\ n. 

The coafi is bounded to the \Veil by Saint Bernard's Bay, where l\1. de 
la· Salle.landecl: into this bay a fmall river ral s; and there are fome others 
which dikharge their waters between this and Afcenfion Bay: but the 

* Dumont, ii. p. 297· Du Pratz, 1. p. 210. 
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planters feldom frequent that coafi. On the eafi, the coafi is bounded by 
Rio Perdido, or Loft River, called fo by the Spaniards, becaufe it lofes it­
felf under ground for a confiderable fpace, afterwards reappears, and dif­
charges itfelf into the fea, a little to the eaft of the Mobile. 

From the Fork down to the fea, there is no river: but about eight 
leagues from the principal mouth of the Miffiffippi, they meet the firfi: 
pafs; and a league lower down, the Otter Pafs; from which it is all a 
bog down to the fea. There alfo they fi~d a point, which parts the 
mouths of the Miffiffippi; that to the right is called the South Pafs, or 
channel; the well: point of which runs two leagues farther into the fea 
than the point of the South Eafi: Pafs, where veffels firft entered; but ihips 
now enter at the Eaft Pafs. · 

At each of thefe paffes or channels there is a bar, and thefe bars are 
three-quarters of a league broad, with only about nine feet water; but 
there is a channel through each bar, which good pilots may pafs in fafety; 
and the channel at low water is about eighteen feet in depth. 

The Miffiffippi is generally muddy after its junction with the Miffouri; 
and no ihip can enter when the waters are high, on account of the prodi­
gious number of trees, and great quantities of dead wood, which the river 
"Carries down. 

Louifiana may be divided into the higher and lower, on account of the 
difference there is between the two principal parts of this extenfive coun­
try. The higher might be called that part in which they find a fine free­
fione, particularly between the river of the Natchez and that of the Y a­
fous; and that part might be terminated at Manchac, where the high 
lands end. The Lower Louifiana might be extended from thence down 
to the fea. The bottom of the lands on the hills is a red clay; and fo 
compaCt, as might afford a folid foundation for any building whatever. 
This clay is covered by a light earth, which is almoft black, and very 
fertile. The grafs grows there about ·knee deep; and in the bottoms, 
which feparate thefe fmall eminences, it is above fix feet high. Toward 
the end of September, both are fucceffively fet on fire; and in eight or 
ten days the young grafs will ihoot up half a foot. The flat country is 
watery, and appears to have been formed by every thing that comes down 
to the fea, whofe bottom is a chryftal fand. 

The month of September is the beft feafon in the year for beginning a 
journey into this country, when travellers will meet with fine plains, in-

VoL. II. A a termixed 
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termixed with thickets; and delightful meadows, interfperfed with hills. 
The more they advance toward the north, the more beautiful and fertile 
the country appears, abounding in game <?f every kind. The herds of 
deer are numerous; and buffaloes are frequently feen from five to fix hun­
dred in a drove. 

The coafi, which was firft inhabited, extends from the River Perdido 
to the Lake of Saint Louis. This ground is very fandy, fo as not to pro­
duce any thing but pine, cedar, and fome ever-green oaks. 

The Mobile rolls its waters over a pure fand; but its banks and neigh­
bourhood are not very fertile from its fource down to the fea. The lands 
and water of the Mobile are not only unfruitful in all kinds of vegetables 
and fifh, blilt the nature of the waters and foil contributes alfo to prevent 
the multiplication of animals. 

From the fources of the Pafka Ogoulas to thofe of ~efonB:e, the lands 
are light and fertile; but fomewhat gravelly, on account of the neigh­
bourhood of the mountains, that lie to the north. This country is inter­
Dlixed with extenfive hills, fine meadows, numbers of thickets, and feme­
times of woods, thick fet with cane, particularly on the banks of rivers 
and brooks. · 

To the north of this chain of mountains lies the country of the Chicke­
faws, very fine, and free of mountains; having only rifing grounds, iliady 
groves, and fertile meadows, which are covered with wood-fl:rawbetries 
in the fpring: the plains exhibit a variety of flowers in the fummer; 
and produce great quantity of muihrooms in the autumnal part of the year~ 

All thefe countries are fiored with game of every kind: the buffalo is 
found upon the hills, the elks in forefts, and the deer in all parts; phea­
fants, par~ridges, doves, and ducks, are plentiful; with all forts of aquatic 
birds, and variety of fifh. 

At a difiance from the fea, the land is of a good quality, and fit for 
agriculture; being a light foil, though fomewhat gravelly. The coaft to 
the north of the Bay of Saint Louis is of a different nature, and much 
more fertile. The lands at a greater difiance to the north are better than 
thofe to the eaft of this bay. 

All the paifes and entrances. of the Miffiffippi are as rude to the eye as 
the interior part of the colony is delightful to it. The quagmires conti­

nue 
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nue about feven leagues going up the Miffiffippi; at the entrance of 
which is a bar, about three ·fourths of a league broad. 

All the weft coaft refembles that from Mobile to the Bay of Saint Louis: 
it is equally flat and fandy, formed with a bar of iiles, which lengthen 
out the coaft, and obftruB: 2l defcent. The coaft continues thus to Afcen­
fion Bay, where the foil affords a general profpeB: of fterility. 

New Orleans is the capital of the colony, and is fituated on the eaft of 
the Miffiffippi, where the foil is good, but rather too much of an oozy 
quality; and fr01n thence to Manchac the lands are of the fame kind. 

To the weft above the Fork the lands are flat, but free from inunda­
tions. To the eaft the lands are higher, with a light mould about three 
feet in depth. All thefe high lands are generally meadows, and forefis of 
lofty trees, with grafs up to the knee: along Gullies they prove to be 
thickets, in which wood of every kind is to be found, and alfo the natur-al 
fruits. 

The tall forefts are of oak and hiccory; about which are muilirooms 
and morels. The meadows are full of flowers and plants, agreeable to the 
eye, grateful to the fmell, and pleafant to the tafi:e. Indigo grows along 
the thickets without culture; and tobacco grows wild. Cotton is culti­
vated to advantage. Wheat thrives well, and flax better. In fatl:, thofe 
high lands to the eaft of the Miffiffippi, from Manchac to the Ohio, may 
contain fome particular mines. 

Loui 1ana in general contains a great deal of faltpetre, and all cloven­
footed animals are extremely fond of fait: and thus it is not to be won­
dered at, if the buffalo, elk, and deer, have a greater inclination to fome 
places than to others, though they are frequently hunted there. 

The French fort of the Nachitoches is built upon an iiland, formed by 
the Red River; but this iiland is full of fand, and fit only for raifing 
potatoes, pom pions, and maize. 

At the difiance of feven leagues from the French poft, the Spaniards 
iettled one, where they reiided a long time. Above the Nachitoches 
dwell the Cadodaq uious, whofe fcattered villages aifume different names; 
and near one of thefe were fame good figns of a filver mine, whofe metal 
lies concealed in fmall invifible particles, in a fione of a chefnut colour, 

A a 2 fpongy, 
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fpongy, light, and eafily calcinated; however, it is faid to yield more 
than it ili.ews. 

The Black River difcharges itfelf into the Red, ten leagues above the 
confluence of this lafi with the Miffiffippi. The lands to the north of the 
Red River may be difl:inguiilied into two parts, which are on both fides 

· the Black River, as far as the Arkanfas. It is called the Black River, be­
caufe its depth gives it that colour, which is heightened by the woods 
that line it throughout the colony. All the Rivers have their banks co­
vered with woods; but this river, which is narrow, is almofi covered by 
the branches, and rendered of a dark colour on the firfi view. 

The lands found in going up the Black River are much the fame, as 
well for the nature of the foil as the goodnefs of their qualities. They 
are rifing grounds, extending in length, and in general may be confidered 
as one very extenfive meadow, diverfified with little groves, and cut onlr 
by the Black River and little brooks, bordered with wood up to their 
fources, where buffaloes and deer are feen in numerous herds. 

About thirty leagues up the Black River is a brook of fait water, which 
eom.es from the weft; and near it are fome lakes of fait. Between the 
Red River and that of the Arkanfas are fome quarries of marble and flate: 
but fome connoiffeurs have been difappointed as to their expected difco­
very of particles of gold, and fpars of emeralds. 

The river of the Arkanfas is ftored with fifh; has much water, with 
a courfe of two hundred and fifty leagues, and can carry large boats up 
to. the fall, where it receives the White River, which difcharges itfelf into 
the curve. In the whole north tratl: of the Arkanfas are plains that ex­
tend out of fight, interfec:ted by groves, and plentiful of game, as buffa­
loes and deer .. 

Though this country has very extenfive plains, yet it has fame hilly 
grounds; and in approaching New Mexico, fome mountains are feen ofi 
a confiderabie altitude. 

Thirty leagues above the river of the Arkanfas is the River Saint Fran­
cis, on the fame fide of the Miffiffippi and to the north. The adjoining· 
lands are always covered with herds of buffaloes, notwithfianding they 
are hunted every winter in thofe parts; for it was to this river that the 
French and Canadians came to make their fait provifions for the inhabi­
tants of the capitaL 

The-
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The lan~ _which lies between the Miffiffippi and the River Saint Francis . 
is full of nfing grounds and mountains of a middle height; which, ac­
cording to the ordinary indications, contain feveral mines. The filver · 
mines of Marameg is on the little river of that name, and about five bun":" 
dre~ leagues from the fea. There are alfo other mines; but none appear 
io nch, nor fo eafy to be worked. 

Above thefe mines, continuing fl:ill on the weft fide of the Miffiffippi, 
the famous river of Miffouri falls into it, like a fifter ftream, which feems . 
ready to difpute the pre-eminence. This river is faid to take its rife at 
eight hundred leagues diftance from the place where it difcharges itfelf 
into the Miffiffippi. Its waters are muddy, thick, and charged with nitre, 
which make the Miffiffippi muddy down to the fea; its waters being very 
clear above the confluence of the Miffouri. The reafon is, that the former 
rolls its waters over a fandy firm foil, but the latter flows acrofs rich and' 
clayey lands. This great river in its long courfe receives many others, 
which are not well know11, except to fuch Indian nations as live upon its ­
banks. 

On repaffing the Miffiffippi, to refume the defcription.of the lands to the 
eafi from the river Ohio, it is to be obferved, that this river is near four 
hundred leagues diftant from the fea ;. and is reckoned to have full four 
hundred leagues in length from its fource to its confluence with the Miffif- . 
fippi. The firft river that falls into the Ohio is that of the Miamis, which 
takes its rife toward Lake Erie, from whence the Canadians come to Loui­
fiana. The river of the Chaouanens flows from the fouth, and alfo that 
of the Cherokees; all whicli empty themfelves into the Miffiffippi. This 
is what the French call the W abache, and· what in Canada and New Eng-­
]!and is called the Ohio, which is a beautiful river, greatly abounding in . 
fifh, and navigable almofi to its fource. To the north of this river lies 
Canada, which inclines more to the· eaft than the fource of the Ohio, and 
extends to the country of the Illinois: but it is of little importance to dif- ­
pute here about the limits of thefe two neighbouring colonies. The lands 
of the Illinois are, however; reputed· to be a part of Louifiana, and the 
French had · a pofi there near a villag~ of that nation, c.alled Tamarouas. 

The country of the Illinois is extremely good~ abounding with buffalo . 
and other game. On the r1orth of the Ohio _are feen the Orignaux, a fpe­
cies of animals which are faid to partake of the buffalo and ftag. The · 
French pofi of the Illinois is reputed the beft' in the colony for the culture : 
of wheat, rye, and fuch. other Kraih.;. for: the fowing of which it was on1y 
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neceifary to flightly turn the foil. Tobacco alfo thrives there in a tole ... 
rable degree; as likewife m oft kinds of European plants. 

It was by the river Illinois that the firft travellers came from Canada 
into the Miffiffippi; but fuch as now want to. proceed directly to the fea, 
go down the Miamis into the Ohio, and from thence into the Miffiffippi. 

The whole continent north of the river of the Illinois was not much 
frequented by the French; but the great extent of Louiiiana inclined them 
to think that there were mines of filver and lead; if fo, iron muft confe­
·quently be there; and as Louifiana is now a province ceded to the Britifh 
crown, fuch n1ines ought to be vigilantly fought after in that colony. 

The French entertained great hopes of fome of the filver mines in this 
colony; for, according to their account, upon trial in France, 6/b. of 
filver have been extraB:ed from a quintal of the mineral; which is a pro­
-duce not to be equalled by any of the Spanifh mines. 

M. Du Mont, in his Hifiorical Memoirs of Louifiana, has fome obferva­
tio~s concerning its mines, and fays, there certainly are forp.e, both of gold 
and filver; as alfo fine ftones of rock-cryfl:al; quarries of marble and !late. 
'' But with regard to the negligence that the French feem to have fhewn 
in fearching for thefe mines, and in digging them, we ought to take due 
notice, that in order to open a filver mine, for example, you muft advance 
at leafl: I oo,ooo crowns before you can expeB: to get a penny of profit 
from it; and that the people in the country are not in a condition to be 
at any fuch charge. Add to this, that rhe inhabitants are too ignorant of 
thefe mines, and the Spaniards are too difcreet to infl:ruCl: them; and the 
French in Europe were too backward and timorous to engage in fuch an 
undertaking: yet it is certain, that the thing had been already done, and 
that fome particular reafons had caufed it to be laid afide *." 

When the Spaniards had fanned fettlements upon the great Antilles, 
they foon attempted to make difcoveries about the Mexican Gulph, about 
the year 1520: but the French fettled there in 1564, under Rene de Lau­
donniere, who built Fort Carolin, whofe ruins are fiill to be feen above 
the fort of Penfacola t, where the Spaniards murdered the French; which 
infult was revenged by M. de Go urges in 156 7, who attacked the Spanifh 

• See alfo Du Pratz, vol. i. p. 364. 

t " Fort Carolin was the fame with Saint Augu~ine." De Laet. 
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forts, killed many, hanged thers, and returned to France; after which. 
the Spaniards repo£re£red the whole. 

- From that time the French feemed to have relinquiilied all attempts 
upon that coafl:; but Hennepin, a Francifcan friar, took an opportunity 
of ingratiating himfelf with the Indians, travelled over the country, and 
called it Louifiana. Providence having facilitated his return to Canada, 
he gaYe the mofl: advantageous account of all he had feen: in confequence 
thereof, J\1. de la Salle made his difcoveries in I 679, returned to France, 
and renewed them in I68 5; ioon after which he was murdered in a 
revolt. 

It was generally reported, Louifiana was fuch a plentiful country, that 
many perfons from Canada came to fettle there: but the country was not 
fettled till M. de Iberville ''rent there in I 698, and made the firft fettlement 
on the Ri,er :f\Jlobote, with all the facility that could be wifhed, but its 
progrefs proved flow. The colony was then granted to M. Croz{lt; and 
I\ I. de la 1\tiotte Cadillac arrived as governor in I 7 r 3, when the colony 
was in great difl:refs; becaufe it was impoffible for it to do the laborious 
works., and make the firft advances, always requifite in the beft: lands. 

The Spaniards were jealous of the French, and formed a fettlement at 
the Affinais: but in 1.7 r 9 the grant of Louifiana was transferred from M. 
Crozat to the Weft India company, or company of Miffiffippi,. which was 
formed in r66g by M. de la Salle, and efiablifhed in I 712; but was after­
ward united to the India company. M. de la Motte Cadillac was dead,, 
and M. de Biainville fucceeded as governor general. 

The capital place of the colony was then at New Orleans, where the 
French had fent eight hundred men from Rochelle, in three ihips, on 
board of one of which embarked M. le Page Du Pratz. The company 
undertook to tranfport the adventurers, with their fervants and effects, at· 
their ex pence; as alfo to lodge, maintain, and convey them to their feve­
ral conceffions or grants. Thus New Orleans became the capital of the 
colony; and was fo called, in honour of the D.uke of Orleans, then regent­
of France ... . 

Biloxi is fituated oppofite to Ship Ifiand, and four leagues from- it, 
which was an improper-place for the capital of fuch a colony. The grants 
were thofe of Mr. Law, who was to have 1 soo men to form the fettle-. 
ment:. but Mr~ Law failed in his extenfive fcheme;_ upon.which the corn-· 

pany;, 
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pany feized on all the effects and merchandize. This grant ruined many 
perfons, and impoveriihed more. 

The Weft India company being informed that Louifiana produced 
many ·fimples, whofe virtues were well known by the natives, and of 
great fervice -in 1nedicine; therefore the company ordered M. de la Chaife, 
the direcror~general of the colony, to make the befl: inquiry concerning 
the fame. M. Du Pratz colleCl:ed above three hundred fimples, and fent . 
them to France, where they were planted in .a botanic garden, by order 
of the company. 

The fettlement at Mobile was the firfl: in the colony, which was then the 
refidence of the commandant-general, the commifTary-general, the fiaff­
officers, and others of the government: but it was found inconvenient, 
and .another fettlement was made at Hle Dauphine. The fettlement of 
Mobile was ten leagues from its harbour, on the banks of the river of 
that name; and Hle Dauphine, oppofite the mouth of that river, is four 
leagues from the coafl:. 

Fort Louis at Mobile was built upon the river that bears the fame deno~ 
mination. The fort was about fixteen leagues difiant from Dauphine 
Ifle, and flrongly built. This poft was a check upon the nation of the 
ChaCl:a.ws, ap.d cut off the communication of the Englifu with them. 
Another fort was ereCl:ed at Tombeche, to check the Englifu on the fide 
of the Chickefaws *· 

To proceed up the Miffiffippi from its mouth, it will be found, that 
Fort Balix is ereCted at one of its mouths... The next pofl: is the Englifh 
Reach, fortified on both fides the-river. The difiance from this place to 
the capital is reckoned fix leagues by water, and the courfe nearly circu­
lar; but both fides of the river are lined with houfes, which afford a 
beautiful profpett to the eye. 

New Orleans, the capital of the colony, is fituated to the eafi, on the 
banks of the l\1iffiffippi in 30° north lat. but for the reft, fee Du Pratz. 

The Canadians, who are numerous in Louifiana, are chiefly at the llli­
nois, which they efieem a kind of paradife. It was this that induced the 
French to undergo fo many long and perilous voyages, upward of two 

* That fort was only built fince the war with the Chickefaws in 1736. 
, thoufand 
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thoufand miles, againfi fl:rong currents, fieep cataraB:s, and boifl:erous 
winds on the lakes, to get to this fettlement of the Illinois. 

The French had feveral hofl:ilities with the Indians; particularly the 
Chitimachas and the Natchez, whom they obliged to fubmit, and carried the 
latter as flaves to New Orleans, where they were imprifoned, and fent to 
Domingo, that the whole nation might be extirpated; which was almofl 
effetl:ually done; for mofi of them were .defiroyed or taken prifoners, _and. 
the reft retreated to the Chickefaws. 

, 

VoL. II. B b C H .A P. 
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·c H A P. II. 

~;~he ·language, ,-cligion,_governmcnt, and cufloms, o/ the natives of Louijiana. 

1_ 50 ME think tliis -people of Phrenician or Carthaginian extratl:ion, and 
· particularly the Natchez; but their origin is uncertain. The figu­
·rative fii}e, with the bold and Syriac expreffions, in the language of 
· the Natchez, ·feems a kind of proof that they are defcended from the 
·Phrenicians; be fide, it appears that the Carthaginians pra<2ifed that 
~inhuman cuftmn of fcalping their enemies*: but the Mexicans are 
{aid to have been peopled by the inhabitants of Corea in China. When 
·the Natchez arrived in this part of America, they found fome nations 
;.there who are diftinguifb.ed among the natives by the name of Red 
.. Men ; but their origin is very obfcure. 

As to the nations inhabiting on the eafi: of the Miffiffippi, they were 
~very ·po,pulous before their country was difcovered by the Europeans. 
,J--Jowever, by .a firange fata]ity, the arrival of the Spaniards in America 
:Seems t9 have been the unhappy epoch of the deftruaion of its inha· 
. bitants, not only 'b_y .war, but by .nature itfelf t. 

The Iroquois, {:hickefaws, and Padoucas, have all ravaged Louifiana~ 
-mhere the fma11-pox: has fpread a farther depopulation. The aged died 
in confequence of their advanced years and the bad quality of their 

-.food; and the ·young, if not ftriB:ly watched, deftroyed themfelves 
.from an abhm;rence of the ,blotches in their :fkin~ · 

Many are the names by which the inhabitants of this extenfive region 
:have been ,diftinguiihed, and in proportion as we penetrate into the 
northern parts of Louifiana, interefi:ing difcoveries may be certainly 
,made. 

The ·'language of the N atcbez is .in -a figurative fiile like the Orientals; 
~but in general there are two dialects; the one of the nobles, the other 
·of the people, and both are very copious. Thou.gh the women fpeak 

. 'the fame language with the 1nen, they foften their words, and make 
them .fmooth. 

~ Polybius, l ib. i. ,c. 6. t Du Pratz, vol. ii. p. 13r. 
They 
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They acknowledge a Supreme Being, whom they call Coyocop-Chill, 
or Spirit infinitely Great. 

They are brought up in a mo!l: perfett fubmiffion to their fo·vereign, 
particularly the Great Sun, or chief of the Natchez, whofe power is 
equal to that of the Ottoman emperors. 

As they are comprized of fo many different nations, it cannot be 
fuppofed they have a particular uniformity of manners; but thofe of 
the N atchez are the beft, becaufe they are more fenfible and civilized in 
every refpetl:. \Vhen any one of the women of the natives is delivered 
of a child, .fhe goes immediately to the river, where ihe wallies herfelf · 
and the infant; ihe then comes home, and lies down, after having put · 
her child in the cradle, and tenderly taken care of it. The children are · 
white when born ; but they foon turn brown, as they are rubbed with 
bear's oil, and expofed to the fun. They rub them with oil to render 
their nerves more flexible, and prevent the flies from flinging them in 
their infancy. They never put them upon their legs until they are a 
year old; and fuffer them to fuck as long as they will, or until the 
mother proves with child. As the children grow up, the parents take 
care to accufiom thofe of their own fex to the labours and excrcifes fuited 
to them. The boys, when about twelve years of age, are taught the ufe 
of bows and arrows. The children are educated without blows; {o that 
the body is left at full liberty to grow, and to form and firengthen itfelf 

· with their years. The youths accompany the men in hunting, to learn 
what is neceifary to be pratl:ifed in the field; but when they are at years 
of maturity they cultivate the land, and perform all other manly exer­
cifes, both in war and peace. 

The 'Natchez begin their year in the month of March; and at every 
new moon they celebrate a feafl:, which takes its name from the animals 
that are then ufually hunted, or from the principal fruits reaped in the 
preceding month. 

The firfi month is called that of the Deer, which is celebrated with 
univerfal joy. The fecond is called Strawberry Moon, as that fru'it 
abounds then in great quantities. The third moon is that of the Small 
Corn, · which is impatiently expetl:ed, as their crop of large corn is fel­
dom fufficient to nouriih them from one harvefi to another . The fourth 
is that of the Water Melons, and anfwers to our June. The fifth moon 
is that of Fiili. The fixth that of Mulberries. The feventh is that of 
Maize, or Great Corn; which is the mofi folemn feafl: of all; for it prin-

B b 2 cipally 
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dpally confiG:s in eating publicly of new corn, which had been defignedly 
J~·V\·u for that purpofe, with fuitable ceremonies. The eighth moon is 
that of Turkies. T'he ninth is that of the Buffalo. The tenth of Bears. 
The eleventh . the Cold Meal moon. The . twelfth that uf Chef nuts: 
And tbc . thirteenth that of Walnuts, which .is added to complete the 
year. 

·Paternal authority is n')t le[s facred and inviolable than the pre­
e minence of the tnen; and it fiill fubfifls among the Natchez, fuch as it 
was in the firft ages of the world. This nation is compofed of :nobility 
and plebeians; but the chief of the former are called Suns, to whom 
the latter pq.y the utmofrJervility, 

Their nuptial an cl fuueral .c~remonies are very fingular; but too tedious 
to be mentioned here. 

- ·CHAP. 
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C H A P. III. 

The natural hijlory of Loujjiaua. 

THE country produces feveral kinds of maize; which is called 
Turkey corn in France, and in England Indian corn. They have 

good wheat, rye, barley, and oats. The rice which is cultivated here 
was brought from Carolina, and fucceeds furpriungly well: it has been 
fown in the flat country without being flooded, and the grain was rich. 
Beans, potatoes, melons, and pornpions, are fit for this foil. All kinds 
of greens and roots, which have been brought from Europe into thi 
colony, fucceed extremely well when planted in a proper foil. 

The country is full of vines of different kinds, fome of which afford 
good grapes; but in general the trees to which they twine are fo high, 
and fo thick of leaves, and the intervals of underwood are fo filled with 
reeds, that the fun cannot warm the earth, or ripen the fruit. Peach­
trees and fig-trees the natives had from Carolina: orange-trees and citron­
trees were brought from Cape Francois; and have fucceeded well; yet 
there have been winters fo fevere that thofe kinds of trees were totally 
frozen to the trunk. 

They have abundance of wild apples, whortle-berries, mulberries, 
olive-trees, walnut-trees, hicory, chefnuts, filberts, and fweet gum, whofe 
balm is highly efteemed. 

White and red cedars are common upon the coafl; fo is the cyprefs­
tree and pine-tree. All the fouth parts of Louiuana are full of laurel. 
The faifafras, maple, and myrtle-wax trees are plentiful. The ~otton­
tree, the acacia, holm, mangrove, and oaks, are alfo abundant; fo are 
the aih, elm, beech, lime, hornbeam, afpen., willow, alder, and liart, 
which laft grows very large. 

The country has flowers peculiar to itfelf, and in. fuch profu[lon that 
the meadows are covered with them from th.e month of May until the 
end .of .fummer; beautiful to the fight, and fragrant to the fmell: but of 
all, the flower called lion's-mouth is particularly diftinguifhed, as it 
forms a f weet nofegay of itfelf, and is worthy the gardens of kings. 

Buffaloes 
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Buffaloes are in numerous herds, and afford the principal food for 
the natives, who hunt them in all parts. Deer are found in abundance 
in Upper Louifiana. The wolf is common in the hunting countries. 
and the bear appears in winter, when he chiefly lives upon roots and 
fruits. There is a kind of tiger, of a fmaller fize than in Afia. There 
are abundance of foxes, wild cats, rabbits, fquirrels, and particularly 
thofe called flying fquirrels, becaufe they leap from one tree to another 
~t the diftance of 25 or 30 feet. 

Birds are very numerous; infomuch that it would take a volume to 
defcribe the whole. · 

They had two kinds of filk-worms; one was brought from France, 
the other was natural to the country. The tobacco-worm is a cater­
pillar of the fize and figure of a filk-worrn : it is of a fine fea-green 
colour, with an acrimonious fling, near a quarter of an inch long. 

Caterpillars, butterflies, bees, and flies, abound; efpecially the burn .. 
ing-fly, which is fmall, but gives great pain. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

1'1:Je trade and commerce of Louifiana. 

DRY buffalo hides are of fufficient value to encourage the Indians to 
procure them; efpeeially if they were told, that only their fkins 

and tallo'v were wanted. They would then kill the old buils, which 
are fo fat as fcarcely to be able to go. Each buffalo would at leafl: afford 
100 pounds of tallow; the value of which, with the fkin, would make 
it worth the while to kill them ! befide, the fp~ies of buffaloes would 
not be diminifhed, as the fattefi are always a prey to the wolves. 

Deer ikins are well manufaCl:ured. 

The wax-tree produces wax of fome efreem; and there are many 
timber-trees of ufe in trade. Mafts might be alfo had in the country, 
on account of the number of pines which the coafl: produces;. and, for 
the fame reafon, pitch and tar would be in common ufe. There is no 
want of oak for the planks of ihips; and the cyprefs might be put to 
the fame purpofe, with better effects .; becaufe it ·is not injured by the 
worm. 

Elm, aih, and other woods of different fpecies, are common, and 
good for ihip-building. Iron and hemp are to be had there; alfo falt­
petre, faffron, indigo, cotton, filk, tobacco, · faiTafras, and fome drugs. 

As to the commerce which the French of Louifiana carried on with 
their Weft India Hlands, it was of cyprefs-wood fquared for building, of 
different fcantlings; and fometimes they tranfported houfes, all framed, 
and marked out, ready to fet up on landing at their place of defi:ination; 
bricks and tiles; maize and other corn. The returns were in coffee, 
fugar, and rum ; but the profit was generally cent. per cent. in favour 
of the Continent. 

The iliips which came from France to Louifiana put in at Cape Fran­
co1s; and fometimes there were !hips obliged to return by Cape Francois 
to take in their cargo for France, becaufe they had been either paid in 
money or bills of exchan·ge. 

\Vhat relates to the commerce with the Spaniards is as follows: The 
Spaniards generally brou!?ht to Louifiana feveral c01nmodities ; i~ par-

7 t1cular, 

f9I. 



HISTO·RY o·F BRITISH AMERICA .. 

t1cular, campeachy and brazil wood, cocoa, cochineal, vanilla, indigo. 
farfaparilla, fnuff, leather, and tortoife.-fhell. 

~ One will, perhaps, be furprifed to hear fuch extraordinary thing~ 
)f a country \i\ hich has been efteemed fo much inferior to the Spanilh or 
Portuguefe colonies : but thofe who reflect upon what conftitutes the 
genuine fl:rength of fiates, and the real goodnefs of a country, will foon 
alter their opinion, and agree that a territory well peopled and cultivated 
v•ould be more beneficial than a land of mines*." The paifage has 
been tnade from Balife in Louifiana, to Rochelle in France, in forty­
iaNe clays. 

The French have toTd us tliat the fands of Louifiana are very proper 
for the culture of tobacco; but it is allowed that the tobacco of the 
Natchez and Yafous is preferable to the refit. 

The arts and manufactures- of the natives are infignificant if com­
pared with thofe of the Europeans ; yet their indufiry and invention are 
not to be defpifed, fo fa:r as they affected the neceffities and utility of 
life. Their method of getting fire ; forming hatchets of flints, and 
felling trees; of making their bows and arrows, clothes and habitations, 
are peculiar to themfelves. They erea huts of wood, which are clofe 
and firong enough to refift the impetuofity of the wind. Thefe huts 
are each a perfect fquare; none of them are lefs than fifteen feet, and 
fome of then1 are more than thirty feet in each of their fronts. They 
erect thefe huts in the following manner: Several young walnut-trees 
are brought from the woods about four inches in diameter, and thirteen 
or twenty feet in heighth. They plant the firongeft of thefe in the four 
corners, and the others fifteen inches frmn each other in ftraight lines, 
for the fides of the builcling. A pole is then laid horizontally along the 
fides inward ; and the other poles are firongly fafiened to it by fplitted 
canes. Then the four corner poles are bent inward till they all meet in 
the center, where they are firongly fafiened together: the fide poles are 
then bent in the fame direB:ion, and bound down to the others; after 
which, they make a kind of mud-mortar, and fill up the chinks; but 
leaYe no other opening than the door, and cover the mud with mats and 
cane. The roof is thatched with turf and firaw intermixed; and over 
all is laid a mat of canes, fafiened to the tops of the walls by the creep-

* Du Pratz, vol. i. p. 344• 

t M. du Mont; who alfo tells us the way of planting and curing tobacco in this coun· 
try ; of making ii1digo and tar. • 

lOg 
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ing plant; fo that thefe huts will endure twenty years without any 
repa1rs. 

The natives having once erecred their habitations, muft naturally 
next apply themfelves to the cultivation of the ground; therefore they 
had fields of maize, and other grain, near all their habitations. 

Their women make fame earthen ware for domefiic utenfils, but 
very coarfe. They make kettles of an extraordinary fize, and pitchers 
with a fmall opening; gallon bottles with long necks; large and fmall 
plates in the French fa!hion; as alfo pots for their bear-oil, which will 
hold forty pints. The women alfo make the men's girdles and garters, 
the collars for carrying their burthens, as alfo feveral works of em­
broidery with the quill of the porcupine, which is black and white. 

The French commodities for this colony were much the fame with 
thofe fent to Canada, and the French Hlands; but thofe for trading with 
the Indians were coarfe cloths and hats, knives, hatchets, and pick-axes, 
fmall looking-glaifes, drinking-glaifes, and vermilion : befide, there was 
alfo a great trade of negroes in Louifiana. 

All the labour of agriculture is performed by negroes, efpecially in, 
the lower part of the colony : and it is for the intereft of the planters 
to give their negroes a fmall piece of wafie ground at the end of the 
plantation to cultivate for their own profit, that they may be able to 
drefs a little better, by felling the produce of it, which the planters 
ought to buy from them upon generous terms. 

The two principa-l officers of the colony were, a direB:or, who had 
full authority over thofe employed in commerce, navigation, and the 
public eftabliiliments; and a commander in chief of the troops, whofe 
infpeB:ion and power extended to all military affairs, as alfo to th~ 
Indian tribes. 

VoL. rr. Cc T I-i E 
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The Hiftory of C A N A D A.· 

C H A P. I. 

Defcription of the country, foil, and produce. Indians; and their trade 
witb the French. 

CANADA is computed by fome to be as extenfive as one-half of 
Europe, as it extends from 39° to 65° latitude; that is, from 

Lake Erie to the north of Hudfon's Bay; and in longitude from the 
River Miffiffippi to Cape Race in Newfoundland*· But others extend 
it from the 25° to the 53° of north latitude; and from 76° to 93° of 
wefi longitude; being bounded on the north by the land called Labrador, 
or New Britain; on the eafi by the northern fea, and New England; 
on the fouth by Florida; and on the wefi by New Mexico, with the 
unknown tracts to the north of it~ The great River of St. Lawrence, 
which is twenty-two leagues broad at its mouth, and whofe fource is not 
perfectly known, though traced more than 8oo leagues up the country, 
almoft entirely croifes Canada; forming, in its courfe, feveral great 
lakes, fome of which .are of fuch an extent, that they may be taken for 
feas. 

* La Hontan. 
cc 2 Canada 
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Canada, in its largeft fenfe, is divided into eafiern and weftern; the 
fanner of which is commonly known by the name of Canada, or New 
France; and the latter Louiilana. The climate and foil of this countrr 
are different in many places ; out all that part which was- inhabited by 
the French, being chiefl"y along the banks of the great River of St. Law .. 
rence, is very cold in winter, and warm in fummer. The other parts. 
of the country are interfeaeu with woods, lakes, and rivers ; which. 
render it ftill colder. There are, however, great quantities of fertile 
la.nds, which may produce all kinds of grain and fruit; but the chief 
product is tobacco, which the country yields in grea:t quantities. 

There· are abundance of deer, elks, bear, foxes, martins, wild cats, 
and other creatures in the woods ; befide wild fowl and other game. 
The fouthern parts efpecially breed great numbers of wild bulls and 
cows, fmall deer, roebucks, goats, wolves, and other animals, both wild 
and tame. The meadow grounds yield excellent pafturage, and breed 
great quantities of large aod fmall cattle~ And where the arable land is, 
well fecured, it produces good crops. 

The marlhy grouncfs are full of beavers, otters, and other amphibious. 
animals: the rivers and lakes with fi{h of all forts ; befid~, the moun­
tains abound with fame mines of filver and of coal. 

The whole country is well watered ; but the two principal" rivers are 
thofe of St. Lawrence and the Miffiffippi. The entrance into the 
Bay of St. Lawrence lies between Cape de Retz on the lfland of New-­
foundland, and· the north cape in Cape Breton;. but the Miffiffippi has 
been already defcribed. 

Canada Proper, including all to the nor-th and weft of th~ great ri1r'er 
and lakes, contained twenty-eight tribes of Indians.. Some of thefe 
tribes were numerous and brave, fed themfelves by hunting, and fold 
their ikins to the French, who divided the country into the ten follow­
ing provinces; moft of them known by their capital towns or ports~ . as 
Gafpe, Saint Jean Hie, Mifcon Hie, Richlieu, the three rivers, Montreal., 
Fort Frontenac, De Conti, Saint Francis, Notre Dame des. Ang~s, . Alex.is, 
Saint Michael, and Saint Jofeph .. 

Thefe Indians, the original inhabitants, were almoft perpetually at 
'var with each other, conftantly jealous of their liberty, and alw.ays 
regretting the eftabljfument of ftrangers amoa·g them~ 

The 
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The Iroquois are t~e bravefi of all, and have been already mentioned. 
Among the other Ind1ans there were feveral nations in. alliance with the 
Frenc~; fome ~ven who had embraced Chriftianity, and fixed their refi­
dence 1n the m1ddle of the French colonies ; as the Hurons, who were 
fettled at Loretto; and the Abenakis at Sillery. There were alfo two 
villages of Chr~ftian lroquois near Montreal; b t for the moft part com­
pofed of the children taken from thefe Indians during their wars with· 
the French. It was with thefe nalio'1s, who were lefs troublefome and~ 
fufpicious than the Iroquo' s,. that th French traded for fkins · which 

. ' 
they earned on two different wa s ; the one as made by the Indians, 
who came yearly with their cafi:ors , and other ikins and furs, to the 
French plantations: the other was mac~ by the French wood-ranger.s, 
who brought the neceffary European commodities to all the Indian 
nations Gf this Continent .. 

Montreal was the pnncipal place of rendezvous· fm: this- commerce ; 
fcarce a year paffing w1th ut the arrival of thirty or forty canoes, con-­
ducted e<:ch by three of thofe wood-rangers, and laden with the caftors 
they obt .... ined from the Indians in their huts. The Indians alfo annuaLly 
failed dcwn thefe great lakes, about which they r.efided, with. a large 
quantity of furs, which they exchanged for arms, kettles, hatchets, ~knives, . 
and other commodities; whereby the profits wer.e ufually 200 per cent •. 
in favour of the French. 

When their canoes were unladen, their huts ere[fed~ and their mer-· 
chandize ranged in order, they demanded an audience from the governor­
general ; or, in his abfence, fr01n the particular governor. of the place · 
where they arrived. The governor, having granted their requeft, placed: 
himfelf in a two-anned chair in the middle of the public market-place; . 
when each nation, forming its peculiar circle, feated themfelves about: 
him, every one with a pipe in his mouth. All being fettled, and filence _· 
enjoined, the orator of one of the nations, in the form of an harangue,., 
addreffed himfelf to the governor, " That his brethren were come tol 
vifit hi-m, and to renew their ancient friendlhi p : that the chief motive· 
of their journey was to be of fome advantage to the French, who 'would: 
ne at great difficulties to get beaver :fkins if die Indians had not made i_t ~ 
their bufinefs to bring them into their colonies: that they knew. how· 
much efteemed beavers were in France, an<i how inconfiderable the value: 
was of the commodities given them in exchange: . that notwithftanding~ 
the friendihip they had for the French engaged their treating w-ith . the~;: 
and to be in a condition another year to bring greater fiores ~f theu;,· 
furs, they came to take in exchange fufees, powder, and ba11s, e1ther to ; 

2 m~e 
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make the emoluments of their hunting more abundant, or the moie to 
torment the Iroquois, in cafe of their attacking the plantations of their 
fr·iends the French: and laftly, that for a pledge of their fidelity, and 
fincere dealing, they threw down a belt of wampum, with feveral cafiors 
for the K.ichiokima, or the general-governor, whofe proteCl:ion they 
requefted in cafe of being plundered or ill ufed in the town. 

The difcourfe being finifhed, and the orator having refumed his feat 
.and pipe, the governor fpoke in his turn, and alfo made his prefent; 
.after which, the liberty of commerce being granted, the affembly broke 
-up; when the Indians returned to their huts, and prepared themfelves 
for the exchange, which they began the following day. 

All this commerce was carried on by truck, where gold and filver 
never interfered; and, as it was very free, the Indians not brooking the 
leafi refiraint, all the inhabitants became dealer£; nor was any mer­
chandize reputed contraband, wine and brandy excepted, upon account 
·of the quarrels thefe nations were fubjett to when intoxicated with fuch 
liquors. When their bargains were concluded, and their goods ex­
changed, each nation returned home, after having taken leave of the 

_governors. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Tbt rivers, lakes, towus, and trade; with fome remarks on the Indian.f 
of Canada. 

THE principal rivers in Canada are as follow: 

I. Saint Lawrence, communicating with the fea at the Gulph of Saint 
Lawrence. 

Q. The Chriftinaux, or Chriftino, which difcharges itfelf into Hud­
fon's Bay; · but there are many others of leffer note that join thefe in their 
courfe from the h~ights of the country to the fea. 

The River Saint La rrence takes its rife upward of two thoufand miles 
from its mouth, at a lake called by the Indians Nipiffong, which in their 
language fignifies a large body of water; and it lies north-weft from Lake 
Superior, in SQ degrees of north latitude. The northerly bank of this 
lake is a bog or morafs, near four hundred miles in length from north-eaft 
to fouth- weft, and about one hundred and fifty miles in breadth. North 
of this bog is a ridge of mountains, extending from north-eaft to fouth­
wefi, the whole length of the marfhy country, and beyond it to the weft­
ward. Thefe mountains are very high and fteep: they are called by the 
Indians the head of the · co.untry; meaning thereby that they are fituated 
in the center, and are the higheft land upon that continent; which indeed 
feems to be the cafe: for, fouth-eaft of thefe rifes the River Saint Law­
rence, having its courfe from thence fouth-eafterly; north-eaft rifes the 
River Chrifiino, and runs north-eafiwardly: and from the fouth and. 
fouth-weft of thefe mountains rifes the Miffiffippi, which runs fouth­
wardly: fo that by thefe rivers the continent is divided into fo many de-­
partments, as it were, from a center, which is the before-mentioned. 
mountains. 

The Indians who inhabit round Lake :Nipiifong are called the Lake In- ­
dians, ancl are in number about fix thoufand men. They chiefly live upon~ 
the weft, fouth, and fouth-eaft of the Lake, and in the iilands upon it, where 
the lands are tolerably good; the other parts being either mar!hy or · 
mountainn'l''. Their country is of confiderable extent, but of difficult_ 
accefs; upon which account they never had much commu~ication with 
the Engli£h or French. They have no fire-arms, ~ but hunt_wlth bows and 

a rrows. •. 
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arrows. 'They have little or no war or conneCl:ions with any other tribe 
·of Indians, but live almoft as independent as if they had a whole world to 
themfelves. 

They fometimes go through the Chrifiinaux country to Hudfon's 
Bay, and purchafe fome clothing from the corn pany ; but their chief 
:attire is the produce of their own country, only fkins of beafis. They 
never fhave or cut the hair from their heads, or any part of their bodies. 
on which account the other Indians efteem them a favage herd in th~ 
ftrieteft fenfe; nor will they keep any correfpondence or conneCtions with 
;a people fo uncultivated and rude. They never pretend to improve their 
l~nd by i~dufiry, but live upon the wild beafts of the woods, and the plen­
tifui fifh tn the lakes .• 

From hence the River Saint Lawrence runs through a rough, broken, 
·defolate and uninhabited country to Lake Superior, having in its courfe 
feveral falls or cataratl:s; the moft remarkable of which is about fifteen 
miles from the Lake, where the water falls perpendicularly from a confider­
able height. The river is here a quarter of a mile wide: a rock extends 
finiit acro{s the fiream, over which it falls with a noife that may be heard 
at the diftance of feveral miles. Below thefe falls is great plenty of fiilil­
efpecially trout, which are large and good. 

At the entrance of the river into the lake is a town of Indians, called 
the Sout:ies or Attawawas; which nation inhabit all along at the mouths 
of ·the rivers that fall ·into Lake Superior, and on the north of the Lakes 
Mechigan and Huron; where they can raife about I 2,ooo fighting men. 
Thefe Indians are1nore improved than the Nipiifongs, as they had a greater 
intercourfe viith the French~ . 

·They genera11y change their habitations in fpring and autumn, fpend-
1ng the fummer feafon upon the banks of the rivers and lakes, where they 
fifh and raife their corn: they fpend their winter among the mountains, 
rometimes two or three hundred miles difiant, for the fake ofbetter hunt­
ing, and their food is according to the feafons. They, as yet, make little 
ufe of fpiri tuous liquors, nor have they n1ade any kind of beverage, except­
ing the juice of the maple tree, of which they alfo make a kind of fugar. 
They live upon the fimple gifts of nature, when in health; and whe~ 
they are fick, the woods and lakes

4 
furni!h them with tnedicines; in the 

application of which, fome are allowed to excel in ikill, but receive no 
fee. Although they have private property, no perfons are left to fuff(r 
by 'illnefs or diftrefs, while their neighbours can fupply their wants; and . ill 
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-:tU this fr01n the fimple natural confideration, that they an-d their famil ies 
.:are liable to the fame unhappy circumfiances in which they fee their 
friends. 

At the north of Lake Superior is another tribe of thefe Indians, who 
call themfelves the Bulls, who inhabit round the bay, ca1led by the French 
Merduouft, or North Bay. They differ little from the Souties in their 
manners; and they can raife about four thoufand fighting men. They· 
are originally of the Souties, or Attawawas nation, as -evidently appears 
by the affinity between the two languages. The chief trade of thefe In­
dians is to Hudfon's Bay, where they carry furs~ and exchange for arms. 

Lake Superior is upward of two thoufand n1iles in circumference, . and 
very deep, excepting near the weft-end, where are feveral iflands; and 
near wliere the river joins it is a large ifland, feparated from the main by 
2t fireight about fix miles in breadth. The foil of this i£1and is very good, 
and there are fever.al Indian towns upon it. The banks to the north, 
fouth, and eaft, are very high and fteep in fome places; being more than 
two hundred feet above the furface of the water, and almoft perpendicu­
~ar; fo that it is di-fficult to land at any place except where the rivers fall 
In. 

Upon the north and eafi of this lake, the lands are broken and moun­
tainous, intermixing with many ponds and rivulets. Upon the fouth and 
weft of the lake, the country is level and good quite to the Miffiffippi, 
having extenfive plains covered with tall grafs; there being fcarce any 
trees or underwood for fome hundreds of miles : but in other places the 
oak maple and locufi trees are fair, lofty, and excellent . There are like­
wife fame good iDands in the north-bay of this lake, of fo;rty or fifty miles 
in length from north to fouth, but not near fo wide. 

-
The Indians -in this territory certainly enjoy in the greateil plenty what 

they look upon to be the neceffaries, and even the luxuries, of life; for 
here are beafts, fowl, and fiili, ·of every fize and kind, common to the cli­
mate, in the greateft .abundance; nor can any reafon be affi.gned why 
this might not becmne a. rich and valuable -country, lhou1d it ever ~e in­
habited ty a civilized people. It has rivers, and a kind of fca peculiar to 
itfelf; which fupply the deficiency of its interior fituation, by facilitating 
trade and commerce, from one part of the country to another, by a con­
veyance eafy and cheap. The Indians feldom negleB: thefe advan tages, but 
make great ufe of canoes on the rivers and lakes; which veifels they make 
-of the bark of birch, fpruce or elm; thofe made of the former are much 
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the I~rgefi and befi; they will carry frotn five hundred to two thoufand 
,veio·ht; and are a kind of veffcls well adapted to this country, being fo· 
light that two Indians will ~arry one_ of a middling fize, when they come 
to any clift pr cataract, until they think proper to take the water again. 

The Hiver Saint Lawrence flows from Lake Superior to La:ke Huron 
urvvard of one hundred and fifty miles, and joins it about twenty miles 

· eafi of the {heights of Michilim3kinrrc. I-Iere t~e ft~eam i~ generally very 
rapid, and has one confiderable fall; round wh1ch the Indtans are obliged 
to carry their canoes when they pafs this way. The land adjacent to the 
river between the two lakes is broken and hilly; but much of it is capable 
of being improved to great advantage. The. timber is tall and thick. 
Iron ore is found in great plenty; and there are ftreams f~fficien_t for any 
kind of water-works. 

A little to the weft of where the river joins Lake Huron, is a town of 
the Attawawas Indians, who came here from the fouth of Lake Superior,., 
their original country. To the north-eafi of the lake is another town of 
the fame Indiant>; and upon the wefi fide of the lake the Saganongs are­
feated, at the head of a bay, called Saganong Bay. Befide, there are 
feveral towns ef the Souties or Attawawas upon the rivers tlowing into the­
eafl: and fouth-eafi of the lake:. but thefe Indians have much the fame cuf­
toms as thofe on Lake Superior. 

Lake Hnron is fomewhat of a triangular- form; one of the -extremities 
points to the north-eafl:, where a confiderable fiream flows into it, ca:led 
the Souties River, from V\rhich there is but a iliort carrying-place to the 
A ttawawas River, that joins Saint Lawrence River near 1\tlontreal. An­
other extremity points to the north-weft, at the fl:reights of l\tlichilimakinac :. 
the other to the fouth, where the River Saint Lawrence iffues out as from 
the point of a heart. 

This lake is about nine hundred tniles in circumference: the country 
on the north and north-weft of it is rocky and mountainous: on the 
fouth-eafi the land is low, and covered with fmall timber, fuch as oak~ 
white pine, walnut, maple, and a!h. U pan the fouth-wefl:, between Lake 
Huron and the Lake Michigan, the country is level and plain, and the 
foil is tolerably good, having few trees upon it of any kind. 

This wide extended plain is covered with tall-grafs, among which are 
deers, elks, bears, and other animals. The country alfo abounds in a great 
variety of land and water-fowls, and indeed feems to be defiitute of no­

thing 
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""thing that is nece{l":uy to fupport the natural wants of th~ human ind . 
The number of ndians wh inhabit round Lake Huron is about "OOO 

of which 6oo are warriors, or figh ting m n. J ' 

Lake Michigan is fitt ated \Yefi: from Lake I-Iuron, and is much of the 
fame form; excepting that it is longer, extending further to the fouth. 
There is a communi ation between the two 1 kes by the Streight of 
1\lichilimakinac. It is fifteen miles w· de, and forty in length, runni g 
nearly eaft from the Lake of l\11chigan. 

Upon the nort~ end of this lake are feveral towns of Indians; and at 
the fouth extrerruty the River St. Jofeph flows into it, about 3co miles 
weft of Detroit. 

The country betw~en the two lakes is level, and generally of a fa­
vourable foil ; well timbered, and plentifully watered. At the point 
~djoining Lake l\1ichigan the land is of a fandy kind ; and fo it is from 
thence for a few rnil s toward the fouth. Here fiands our fort of Michi­
lirnalcinac, a good ftockade, near twenty feet high. Some French inha­
bitants fiill reiJ.de here for the fake of trading with the Indians, and for 
the trout fi!hery, which is here very valuable; as the trout in thefe 
{heights are exceeding plentiful, and of an extraordinary fize, the 
Indians from all the adjacent countries annually refort hither for the 
fake of thefe fi!h, yet their numbers feem undimini!hed. 

Upon the fouth-eafi: fide of Lake Michigan are fome towns of the 
Souties; and at the fouth-end live the Pottawatamies, who have feveral 
villages upon the weft fide of the lake. The Indians round Lake 
Michigan amount to about 4ooo fighting men. Upon the north-weft 
part of the lake enters another {height from the Green Bay, which is 
about forty miles wide, and I oo long: There are feveral if1ands in it 
variouf1y tranfpofed, fome of which are inhabited by the Pottawatamies, 
and others by the Attawawas. 

The Green Bay is of confiderable extent; and into the north-eafi of 
·it flows a 1arge river that rifes between Lake Sup::rior and the M iffiffippi; 
which is called Foxes River, becaufe of a nation called the Fo;;: Indians, 
who refide on its banks, and are about 4500 men. Farther fouth, the 
<:ountry is inhabited by the Kokabouze, whofe number is about soo 
men. 

The wide-extended country upon this river, the Green Bay, and the· 
ftreirrhts from thence to Lake Michigan, is uniformly pleafant; the foil 
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the largeft and befi; they will carry frorn five hundred to two thoufand 
'\veio·ht; and are a kind of ve:ffcls well adapted to this country, being fo· 
light that two Indians will ~arry one_ of a middling fize, when they come 
to any clift .or cataraCt, until they th1nk proper to take the water again. 

The River Saint l.awrence flows from Lake Superior to La:ke H~ron 
urward of one hundred and fifty miles, and joins it about twenty miles 

· eafi of the fheights of Michilimakinac. I-I ere t~e ftream i~ generally very 
rapid, and has one confider~1blc fall; round whtch the Indtans are obliged 
to carry their canoes when they pafs tbis way. The land adjacent to the 
river between the two lakes is broken and hilly; but much of it is capable 
of being improved to great advantage. The. timber is tall and thick. 
Iron ore is found in great plenty; and there are frreams fufficient for any 
kind of water-works. - ' 

A little to the weft of where the river joins Lake Huron, is a town of 
the Attawawas Indians, who came here from the fouth of Lake Superior,_ 
their original country. To the north-eafl: of the lake is another: town of 
the fame Indian&; and upon the wefl: fide of the lake the Saganongs are­
feated, at the head of a bay, calLed Saganong Bay. Befi-de, there are­
feveral towns of the Souties or Attawawas upon the rivers flowing into the­
eafl and fouth-eaft of the lake:. but thefe Indians have much the fame cuf­
toms as thofe on Lake Superior . . 

· Lake I1"nron i& fomewhat of a triangular- form; orre of the -extremities 
points to the north-eafl:, where a confiderable fiream flows into it, caned 
tbe Souties River, from which there is but a iliort carrying-place to tbe 
A ttawawas River, that joins Saint Lawrence River near l\1ontrea1. An­
other extremity points to the north-weft, at the ilreights of fVIichilimakinac: 
the other to the fouth, where the River Saint Lawrence iffues out as from· 
the point of a heart. 

·· This lake is abou t nine hundred tniles in circumference:- the country 
on the north and north-weft of it is rocky and mountainous: on the 
iouth-eafi the land is low, and covered with fmall timber; fuch as oak,. 
white pine, walnut, maple, and aili. Upon the fouth-weft, between Lake­
I-Iuron and the Lake Michigan, the country is level and plain, and the 
foil is tolerably good, having few trees upon it of any kind. 

This. wide extende.d plain is covered with tall-grafs, among which are 
deers, elks, bears, and other animals. The country alfo abounds in a great 
variety of land and water-fowls, and indeed feems to be deftitute of no-

- thing-
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"thing that is neceilary to fupport the natural wants of th~ human kind. 
The n~mber of I ndian~ who inhabit round Lake Huron is about sooo, 
of wh1ch 6oo are warnors, or figh ting men. 

Lake Michigan is fitt ated weft from Lake I-Iuron, and is much of the 
fame form; excepting that it is longer, extending further to the fouth. 
There is a communication between the two lakes by the Streight of 
Michilimakinac. It is fifteen miles wide, and forty in length, running 
nearly eaft frmn the Lake of T\11chigan. 

Upon the north end of this lake are feveral towns of Indians; and at 
the fouth extremity the River St. Jofeph flows into it, about 300 miles 
weft of Detroit. 

The country between the two lakes is level, and generally of a fa­
vourable foil; well timbered, and plentifully watered. At the point 
:adjoining Lake Michigan the land is of a fandy kind ; and fo it is from 
thence for a few miles toward the fouth. Here fiands our fort of Michi-. 
lirnakinac, a good fiockade, near twenty feet high. Some French inha­
bitants fiill reilde here for the fake of trading with the Indians, and for 
the trout fifhery, which is here very valuable; as the trout in thefe 
{heights are exceeding plentiful, and of an extraordinary fize, the 
Indians from all the adjacent countries annually refott hither for the 
fake of thefe fi.!h, yet their numbers feem undirninifhed. 

Upon the fouth-eafi fide of Lake Michigan are fome towns of the 
Souties; and at the fouth-end live the Pottawatamies, who have feveral 
villages upon the weft fide of the lake. The Indians round Lake 
Michigan amount to about 4000 fighting men. Upon the north-weft 
part of the lake enters another {height from the Green Bay, which is 
about forty miles wide, and I oo long: There are feveral iflands in it 
varioufly tranfpofed, fome of which are inhabited by the Pottawatamies, 

and others by the Attawawas. 

The Green Bay is of confiderable extent; and into the north-eafi of 
·it flows a large river that rifes between Lake Superior and the Miffiffippi; 
which is called Foxes River, becaufe of a nation called the Fm:: Indians, 
who re-fide on its banks, and are about 4500 men. Farther fouth, the 

/ <:ountry is inhabited by the Kokabouze, whofe number is about soo 

men. 

The wide-extended country upon this river, the Green Bay, and the 
ftreiP"hts from thence to Lake Michigan, is uniformly pleafant; the foil 
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is good, and wants nothing to make it truly delightful but to be pro~ 
pcrly colonized. It is at prefent well ftored with a variety of wild. 
game, the natural flocks and herds of its favage inhabitants. The 
timber is tall; but not fo ~hick as to prevent the growth of grafs, which 
is here very luxuriant, and· fufficiently indicates the goodnefs of the 
foil, where buffaloes, elks, wild cows, bears, deer, and beavers, abound. · 
1~he air is not lefs agreeable than the fcil; the winters are never fe.ver.e,. 
and the country wears a verdure the greatefi: part of the year. 

The Indians. in thi.s country raife Indian corn, and have plenty of · 
horfes; but their cabb1ns, or houfes, are like thole upon Lake Superior, 
already defcribed. Here likewife grow fpontaneoufly a great variety of 
grapes, which are agreeable enough to the palate, and the Indians 
make a kind of rough claret from the.m. 

This country alfo produces a killd of wild oats, or rice, which hatH 
already been mentioned as gro\-ving upon Lake Superior and Nipiifong; 
but here it thri vcs mofi plentiful in the lhoalefi water, where a canoe 
may be loaded in a little time : The toifel' refembles oats, but the kernef 
is Ilker rice ; and it grows. two or three feet above the water,_ where· it is 
pleafant to the eye .. 

From this fhort account of the Lakes Huron and Michigan, the Green 
Bay, and the adjacent country, it mufl: appear to be a very valuable 
territory, capable of rich improvements, and of fuch national im­
portance as to requjre an immediate fettlement; of which the French 
were fo truly fenfi.ble, that they kept advanced pofl:s at the River Saint 
Jofeph, the Green Bay, and the falls of St. Marie, when Canacfa was. 
ceded to. Great Britain, aU which have fi."nce been defiroyed by the In­
dians; fo that the only pofl: the Englifh had feft in this part of the 
country vvas at Michilimakinac, \v hich is now garrifoned by reo men. 

From the fouth point of Lake Huron, the River Saiut Lawrence runs 
eafl:erly, inclining to the fouth about eighty miles, where it flows into 
Lake Erie, after paffing through Lake tiinclair, which is about twenty• 
five miles above the other lake. 

The river at Lake Huron is about soo yards wide, out mucli wiuer 
before it reaches the other fake, as feveral ftreams join it on each fide. 
Where it enters Lake Sinclair the river is divided into feveral branches, 
by which are formed fix iflands of different dimenfions .. · 

The 



CANADA •. 

Tb.e Lake Sinclair is nearly circular, and is about fix, leagues acrofs. 
Upon the eaft fide are extenGve tnarfhes of eigh-t or ten miles from the 
water; and near the lower end, upon the eaft fide, a river enters it;. 
from :'vhic~, by a fl1.ort _carrying-place, is an eafy conveyance to Lake 
Ontano , uied by the Indians who are a branch of the Attawawas, and 
inhabit the banks of this river. 'Fhe land upon the weft fide of the lake 
is alfo tolerably good) and- t·he timber chiefly maple or beech. 

At the fouth fide of the-· lake, where the Ri-ver Saint Lawrence leaves-· 
it, there is er fudclen divifion into two branches, thereby forming an 
rna-nd of confiderable extent : The eafiermoft branch keeps a dire& 
courre; but that which turns to the weftward forms a fpacious bay., 
leaving a point of hnd between that and the lake called Long Point. 
From this bay it returns and joins the other branch, forming the above­
mentioned iil"and in the opening of the bay, and· fro-tn then-ce · keeps its 
courfe fouthwardly to Lake Erie. The la·nd upon each. fide of the river is 
fevel, fertile; and good, intirely from one lake to the other. On· the 
eafl:ward fide of the river, a little below Lake Sinclair, is a town- of the 
Attawawas; and further down, upon the fame fide, toward Lake Erie 
1s a tm~rn of Hurons. The river between thefe lakes is about 8oo yards 
in breadth ; and on the weft fide below the bay is the fort of Detroit; 
or the Streights. The French inhabitants here are fettled on both· fide3 
of the river for about eight miles;· and Major Rogers fays~ '"That wherr 
he took poffeffion of the country foon after the furrender of Canada; 
they were about 2500 in number; t-here being near 500 that bore arms;­
to whom l1e ad1ninifiered oaths of allegiance, and near 300 dwelling-· 
noufes: That our fort here is built of fiockadoes, is about twenty-five 

1 
feet in heighth, and I 200 yarcls in cin:umference * .''" 

The fitua:tron of this pla-ce is pleafant, ana the bnd' very· goocf. The 
inhabitants raife wheat and other grain in abundance, and have plenty· 
of cattle; but they enrich themfelves chiefly by their trade with thtr· 
Indians, which is here both lucrative and large. 

Below Detroit, upon the fame frde or the river, near its entrance to 
Lake Erie, is an Indian town of the Pottawatamies; and below that the­
Red River enters it, oppofite the weft end of an iiland, which divides-' 
~he River &lint Lawrence into two branches. as it flows: into-· the lake; 
The river is here about two miles in breadth; and there are fome other­
fmailer iflands, which are very beantifnt 
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Lake Erie is near 3 oo miles in length, from the fou th-weft to tl1e 
north-ea-fi:; about 'ninety miles wide at the wefterly end, and near forty 
at the lower end, where it bends off, before the river leaves it, about 
fcven or eight miles. 

The river enters the lake at the north-well: corner; and the River 
Miamee, or Miamis, flows into it at the weft end of the lake. This 
river has an eafy communication with th~ Ohio, by the River Wabach; 
there being no more than twelve miles of land-carriage between the two 
rivers : but half-way between the River Miamee and the £heights of 
Sandufky the River Huron flows in, on which there are fome valuable 
fprings. 

At the fouth-wefi corner of Lake Erie, the Lake Sanduiky com­
municates with it, by a ftreight of half a mile in breadth. The 
Lake Sandufky is thirty miles in length, and ten miles in breadth. 
'J'he River Sandufky flows in at the fouth-wefi corner of this lake; and 
upon the banks of this river, as alfo round the lake, the Huron Indians 
are fettled in different towns, fituated in a pleafant fertile country, where 
are about 700 fighting men, who differ fomething in their manners from 
the Souties, or any yet mentioned. They build regular framed houfes, 
and cover them with bark. They are dl:eemed the richeft Indians upon 
the whole continent, having not only horfes in great abundance, but 
many black cattle and fwine. They raife great quantities of corn; not only 
for their own ufe, but fupply feveral other tribes, who purchafe this 
article from them. The country of the Hurons extends 150 mi~es weft .. 
wardly of the lake, and is 1 oo miles wide. The foil is not exceeded by 
any in this part of the world; the timber is tall and fair : the rivers 
and lakes abound with a variety of fiih ; and here is the gr;eateft plenty 
of wild water-fowl any where in the country: The woods abound with 
game; and the whole territory, if well populated, would be of the 
utmofi utility. 

The country on the fouth fide of Lake Erie is claimed by the Five 
Nation Indians, but not inhabited by them; yet they keep it for the 
fake of hunting. This alfo is a fine level country towards the fouth 
from the lake, for feveral miles, having 1nany ftreams flowing through 
it into the lake, from the high lands between this and the Ohio. 

Our fort at Prefque Hle is upon this fide of the lake, about 100 miles 
from the eafi end ; and from this fort is a carrying-place of thirteen 
n1iles to the French Creek, a branch of the Ohio. The country from 

this 
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this fort down to where the river flows out of the lake, about ten miles 
font? of ~here St. Lawrence leaves it, belongs to a town of the Five 
Natton Indians. The country on the northward fide of the lake is alfo 
1 el, and the timber tall, but not near fo good a:s on the fouth fide. 

There are feveral ftreams which water this country that is much fre­
quented by the l\leffiffangan Indians, who are a branch of the A tta­
wawas,. who continue no longer in a place tha:n when they find plenty 
of game. Upon this fide of the lake, and oppofite to Prefque Hle upon 
the other fide, is a peninfula called Long Poi·nt; which extends into the 
lake Q6o miles, and is fix miles over in the widefi: part, but not more 
than 100 yards where it joins the main. 

There are alfo feveral little iilands in the lake, at the wefi end, which 
might be improved to advantage; for though they are fomewhat rocky,. 
they are good bnd. From the eafl: end of Lake Erie, the River Saint 
Lawrence runs north-eafierly, inclining to the north, about fifty miles, 
to Lake Ontario; and nearly oppofite to where it iffues out of the lake 
is a new fort, called Fort Erie, ereeced on the northern fide. Soon 
after he river forms itfelf; the current is rapid, on account of the rock& 
and falls in it, for about a m'ile; over which veffels may be worked up 
by wir dla£fes A little below thefe ripples are feveral fmall iilands; and, 
at about fix 1niles difiance, the river is divided in two branches by the 
iOuth-weft end of the Great 1iland, which extends almofi down to Little 
Niagara Fort, and contains about 4o,ooo acres of good land. The 
country on both fides the river to Little Niagara is uninhabited, yet it 
has the appearance of fertility. 

Little Niagara Fort is only a fiockade, about two miTes from the 
eafiern end of the Great Iiland, on the eafi fide of the river. Neal­
this fort is a remarkable fall, or cataraCt, in the river, which c eferves a 
particular defcription. TI1is cataraEt is called the Falls of Niagara; and' 
the courfe of the river here is fouth-eafl:, being about half a mile wide 
where the rock croifes it, not in a direct line, but in the form of an 
half moon. Above the fall is an iiland about half a mi-le in length, the 
lower end of which is near the edge of the fall. The current of the 
river above the iiland is very flow; but foon after runs on fwiftly, and~' 

before it comes to the fall, with fuch violence, as often throws the 
water to a confiderable height, cfpecia11y on the wefi fide of the ifland; 
for the whole ftream appears in a foam, and the defcent is grea,t. When 
it comes to the perpendicular fall, which is about I so feet, no words 
can exprefs the confi:ernation of travellers at the firfi view·;. for there · 

they 
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they fee a prodigious body of water falling, or rather violently t-hroWA, 
from fuch a precipice, upon the rocks below, that it afcends again to 
.a very great heighth, appearing white as fnow, as all converted into 
foam. The noife of this fall is frequently heard at the diftaace M 
fifteen miles and more. The vapour arifing from the fall may be fame­
times feen at a great difiance, appearing 'like a cloud, or pillar of fmoke 
and in it the appearance of a rainbow, whenever the fun reflects it upo~ 
the ·eye of the traveller. Here many ~ea.~s and. fowls lofe their lives by 
attempting to fwim, or crofs the fiream.ln 1ts ~aptds, and are found daihed 
in pieces below. There are leifer falls 1n the nver for fevera.l miles, which 
renders it ut'lnavigable. The bank of the river on the eaft fide from the 
fall downward is 300 feet high, until the traveller comes to another 
Englifh fort, about nine miles diftant from Little Niagara; and this 
length they are obliged to carry by land, upon account of the rapids 
a:bove, a-nd the cataraCts below. 

The land upon the other fide rifes gradua11y; and it is much fre­
quented by eagles, who feed upon the carcafes of beafts. The land 
upon the weft fide of the River St. Lawrence, from this fort, or landing 
place, to Lake Ontario, is owned by the Meffilfangans, and is tolerably 
good. The timber 1s chiefly chefnut; but the eafterly fide, which is 
claimed by the Five Nations, is thinly timbered with lofty oaks, which 
feem artificially tranfpofed. The river enters Lake Ontario at the 
fouth-weft corner, at which place is Niagara Fort, nobly, fhong, and 
elegantly built. 

The form of this lake is oval; it is near 260 miles in length, and in 
the middle I so in breadth. 

The country on the weft and north of the lake, down to the River 
To.ronto, which ·is about fifty miles, is very good. At the weft end 
a nver runs in, fron1 which are .carrying-places both to Lake Sinclair 
and Lake Erie, or to rivers that flow into them. 

The country upon the lake, between Saint Lawrence and Toronto, is 
inhabited or owned by the Meffiifangans. It has a good_ foil, and is well 
\vooded with plenty of vines. By one of the branches of the Toronto 
is an eafy communication with the rivers flowing into Lake Huron; and 
upward of I oo miles from Toronto, at the north-eafierly corner of the 
lake, the River Cataraqua flows into it; but there are feveral fmaller 
1heams between thefe. From Cataraqua is a carrying-place to the 
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Attawawas River, which joins Saint Lawrence near Montreal. This 
country is alfo claimed by the M effi ft·lOgans , as far northward as Cata­
raqua; they likewife claim all the wefl: fide of Lake Ontario, and north 
of Lake Erie; but they lead a ro ing unfettled life, and literally without 
nny local refidence. 

At the eafi: corner of the lake the R iver Ofwego flows in, where the 
Engliih have another fort erected, and a garrifon kept up of a confider­
able force, about t\,'0 hundred miles fr01n Niagara. 

The River Ofwego rifes from the Oneida Lake, which is about thirty 
miles in length. At the eafi: end of this lake is a royal blockhoufe, which 
is garrifoned to maintain a communication with the lakes: and on the 
weft end of this lake is Fort Brereton, another poft eftablifhed for the fame 
purpofe. About half-way between this and Ofwego is another block­
houfe, to command a ferry over the Seneca River. The Oneida Lake is 
<iifiant about fi fty-four miles from the Lake Ontario; and from the 
Oneida is an eafy c01nmunication with the Mohock River, and confe­
quen tly with Hudfon's, by the way of the Wood-Creek. 

The country upon the lake, between Ofwego and Saint Lawrence, is 
level and good for feveral miles from the lake; but it is claimed by the· 
Five Nations; and there are feveral rivers flowing through it to the lake. 
The moft confiderable is the River Sable, which joins the lake about 
eighty-five miles eaft of Niagara, and rifes near a branch of the Ohio. · 
There are feveral falls upon it, and one higher than the falls of Niagara ... 
For a confiderable way, it is about two hundred feet wide; but it is very 
much conceaied from the traveller, as he paffes it upon the lake, by an 
ifland fituated before the mout~ of it. About one hundred and fifty·miles 
up this river, are tho[e remarkable fprings, fo much efteemed by the . ~ 
Indians as a remedy for almofi: every difeafe: they are called the Oil­
fprings, upon account of an oleous fubftance that iffues forth with- the 
water, and rife5 upon the furface of it. The Indians ufe thefe fprings 
for confumptions, afthmas, and various internal diforders, by drinking 
the water; and for rheumatic pains, by bathing, with great fuccefs. 

A little further eaftward flow in the rivers· Arundicat arid Chinefee. 

In the rivers round Lake Ontario are falmon in great plenty during the 
fnmmer feafon · -and at the entrance of the River Saint Lawrence, during , . 
the winter feafon, are abundance of what they call white fifh, wh1ch are 
peculiar to this place. In fummer they difappear, and are fu.ppofed to _lie 
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during that feafon in the deep water, out of foundings: they are about 
the fize of ihad, and 'Very- agreeable to the palate. Here is great plenty 
of water-fowl, and game, common to the climate, of all kinds. Upon the 
whole, the country round this lake is pleafant, apparently fertile, and 
capable of fuch valuable improvements as to be of general utility. 

The Five Nations have their towns at fome diftance from the lake, and 
chiefly on the rivers that flow therein. 

The River Saint Lawrence takes its leave of Lake Ontario at the north­
eafl corner of it. Near the lake, it is about eleven miles in breadth; it 
has feveral iilands ;_ and one, at the head of the north rifts, has a little 
fortrefs, ereCl:ed by the French, and flill maintained by their conquerors. 
A little fouth of this ifland, a confiderable ftream flows in, which rifes 
near Hudfon's River, and is called Ofwegotchy, which has many falls. 

From Lake Ontario to the Cedars, the wefiern boundary of the province 
of ~ebec, is about eighty miles; and from thence to Lake Saint Francis,. 
which may be called the next fiage of Saint Lawrence, the diftance is. 
much the fame. 

Upon the fouth fide of the river, at the bottom of the rifts, is a fmaU 
village of the Five Natior..s ; and another toward Montreal upon the fame­
fide. -In the river, and in the Lake Saint Francis, are feveral iilands,. 
which are in -general fettled by the French, belonging to the province of 
~ebec. 

The country upon both fides is tolerably good, and is capable of fup­
porting many thoufands of inhabitants. 

On the northern fide of Lake Saint Francis the Attawawas River flow& 
in, and joins the River Saint Lawrence. The Attawawas rifes eafi of Lake 
Superior, from a little lake, wher~ is an Indian tribe, who call themfelves. 
Roundocks; and oppofite to the north-eafl corner of Lake Huron is an-­
other little lake, called Nipiifong. The fiream which flows from it is, 
joined by another that rifes from fome leifer lakes among the mountains; 
and where thefe rivers unite are many iflands., which render the paifage. 
difficult to find. 

From the head of the weft branch of thts river, there is but a iliort 
portage to another that falls' into Lake I-Iuron; by which way the Eng-· 
liib traders fometimes ca-rry their goods to and from the Indians in this. 
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part of the country; but this way is greatly more difficult than that of 
Niagara, being obfiruCl:ed by many falls, around which they are obliged 
to carry their canoes and goods. 

There is another little fettlement of the Roundocks upon the river, be­
tween the iflands and its junction with the River Saint Lawrence; which 
junction, after a fou th-eaft courfe, is by three different channels: one flows 
into the river of Saint Francis, and the other two form the ifland of Je­
fus, north of Montreal; after which, they meet and unite with the River 
Saint Law.rence, at the eaft end of the ifle of Montreal. The country on 
the banks of this river is broken and indifferent, until you come near the 
River Saint Lawrence; and the timber is chiefly white pine, of a lofty 
growth. The winters are cold, and fubjeCl to the deepefl: fnows. How­
ever, there is great plenty of beaver in this country; and the river, for 
fame way up, abounds with falmon; which two articles are the princ'pal 
fubfiftence of the Indians refiding here, who pretend not to keep any 
animals except dogs. Yet even this country, by a c"vilized induftrious 
people, might be rendered fertile and pleafant, f;;~.r furpaffing many in the 
world that are well inhabited and very populous. 

There are feveral fettlements of the Saint John's, Cape Sable, and o.ther 
tribes of Indians; upon the fireams falling into Saint Lawrence from the 
fouth, between that a.nd Nova Scotia, and round the Gulph of.,Saint Law­
rence, between that and the Bay of Fundy, and the coafts of the province 
of Main, whofe chief fubfiftence is the wild game of the country; for 
they keep no cattle, and raife but little corn. 

There are likewife fome Indians upon the north fide of Saint Lawrence, 
near ~ebec, called Hurons, but of no confiderable account. 

About thirty-five miles below OEebec, a river flows in from the north, 
that heads near Hudfon's Bay, or James. River; on the banks of which 
refide fome other tribes of the Roundocks: but all the Indians on the 
lakes, except the Hurons and Five Nations, have an affinity in their lan-
guage, and appear to be of the fCJ.me originality. · 

From this account of the country upon the River Saint Lawrence, ~bove 
what is now called the Province of ~ebec, there feems a profpeCl 111 fu­
ture, not only of a fl.ourifhing province, but a great kingdom, exceed­
ing in extent of territory moft of the kingdoms_ in Eu~ope~ and exc~e~ed 
by few in the fertility of its foil, or the falubnty of Its a1r; and! In Its 
prefent uncultivated ftate, abounding with many of the neceifan~s a?d 
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conveniencies of life: and though it has no open communication witli the-
, f~a, yet great amends are tnade for this defeCt by its numerous lakes an<t­
iheams running to and from them, by which there is an eafy commu­
nication from one part of the country to another, almoft through the ­
whole. 

This coun'try will alway~ have the advantage of the fur and peltry trade, .. 
upon account of its extenfive lakes, and the large uninhabited country to- _ 

_ the north-weft of it, both of which will tend to fupport that valuable and~ 
lucrative branch of commerce here to the end of time. 

If it was not for the feveral cataraB:s and water-falls in this river of . 
Saint Lawrence, Canada would lie very cotntnodious for an extenfive· 
trade; nor would it be a difficult matter to pafs from Qyebec to the Gulph; 
of Mexico by the lakes and rivers w hi-eh join that of Saint Lawrence to . 
the Mifliffippi, which empties itfelf into this gulph. 

The French of Canada were numerous, moft of them fubftantial., and~ 
1nany opulent; but their principal towns were the three following :_ 

I. ~ebec, the capital, fituated on the north-fhore of the river of Saint 
Lawrence~ about two hundred leagues fouth-weft of its mouth; being di-­
-vided into the upper and lower town, both of them about three_ miles in~ 
~ir.cumference; and defended by a cafile, which was on an eminence. In, 
the upper town, there were five churches, be~de the cathedral. This· 
city was the metropolis of the French dominions in North America, andt­
a biiliop's fee. The .viceroy, who refided there, aifumed the title o£' 
" governor. and captain-general, both of New France and I:.ouifiana.~' 

~. · Montreal is fituat~d upon an ifland in the river of Saint Lawrenceh 
.:\bout 100 miles fouth of ~ebec. The ifland is about forty miles in_ 
length, and ten in breadth; fertile in corn, and plentiful of fruits .. 
The town is finely fituated upon the bank of the river, which is.about a, 
league broad in that part. It contained about two hundred families, and ~ 
was fecured by a rampart of large beams, flanked by redoubts. The · 
priefis of Saint Sulpice at Paris obtained a grant ef this town and ifland ~ 
in .I 663, and they kept three courts of j(tfiice here; ere(l:ed a noble . 
church, and endowed fotne n1onafteries, as alfo a houfe of knights-hofpi­
tallers. Thia town was the principal frontier garrifon of the Fn:mch 
againft the Iroquois, or Indians under the proteCtion of New York: but· 
the Rive.r of Saint Lawrence is not navigable above Montreal, on account , 
of. fame cataracts. 

Montreal. 



CANADA. 

'1ontrea1 ufed to carry on a great trade with the Indians, who brought 
thi ther all forts of furs, which they exchanged for French commodities of 
all kind~ ; a~d for this purpofe a fair was annually kept along the banks ~ 
of the nver 1n the month of June, when many Indian nations reforted 
there, and fome from the diftance of fifteen hundred miles. 

3· Trois Rivieres is a town fo named, from its fituation at the conflu- ­
ence of three rivers; one of which is that of Saint Lawrence, and lies 
almoft in the mid-way between ~1ebec and Montreal. It is a well-built 
town, and a confiderable mart for the Indians. The French colony con­
fified of tnany plantations, fitua~ed on both fid~s of the river, from ~e­
bec to Montreal, which being only a mu:fket--fbot difiance from each other, . 
compofed, as• it were, two kinds of large villages of near one hundred . 
and fi fty miles -in length. The leafl: accommodated of thefe planters had 
four acres of land in front, and thirty or forty up the country: but for 
large concdlions, which were properly the feignories of the country, where­
on the plantations were dependent, they had frequently from ten to fif­
teen miles in -front, with as many as they pleafed up the country; of which 
the perfon to whom the grant was made, retained only a part for his capi­
tal meffuage, and farmed the reil: to other planters at 2 s. 6 d. fl:erling an­
acre, or. thereabout. There were alfo plantations in fome iflands formed :­
by the river; whereof thofe of the ifle of Orleans were in good repute: · 
this ifland is about four miles f rom ~ebec; is about twenty miles in . 
length, and ten in breadth.; being. very fertile,. efpecially in the p,roduce · 
of wheat. 

A. part· of tlie Canada commerce confifled in corn, and legumes of all · 
kinds; as alfo in planks, and timber for carriages ; of which great quan- ­
rities-were ·confumed in the ·colony, and exported for the French ifiands; 
the return being in fugar, tobacco, .and fuch com modities as were wanted ' 
by the colonifts, or not cultivated by them. However, ikins and furs, . 
particularly caftor, made the principal objeB: of the commerce of this 
colony; a commerce which paired intirely through the hands of the Indi- ­
aris, who received, in exchange for their cafior, feveral European com­
modities; but the profits were immenfe upon the French fide, though not · 
fo great as formerly; efpecially finoe the Englifh found a method to treat · 
with thefe Indians for the fame commodity. 

Q!!ebec, Montreal, the -Three Rivers; Tadoufac; Richelieu, and Cham- ­
lfli, were the principal places reforted to by the Indians for this trade: and: 
Ghamhli was formerly in fuch reputation, that it. was the principal ren-­
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dezvous of the Soccokis, Mahingans, and. Openangos; but they were 
obliged to trade with the Engliih for fear of the Iroquois. 

The mofi valuable of thefe :fkins, and the principal objec;t of commerce 
with the Indians, are caftors; but th~ different kinds of thefe make a 
great difference in their price; becaufe there are winter cafiors; fat caf­
tors, or old coat; moulted, dry, and fummer caftors; as alfo white caf­
tors, which are fcarce. 

The beaver, or caftor, is an amphibious four-footed animal, fometimes 
living upon land, and fometimes in water; though fome live intirely out 
of water, where they only go to drink,_ as other land animals; making 
holes and dens for themfelves, like rabbits and foxes; but thefe are called 
:iluggifh beavers, or land beavers. 

The largeft beavers meafured, between the head and the root of the tail 
about twenty-fix inches, the head meafuring feven: they have a fiat ovai. 
tail, covered with thin fcales, like a fifh, meafuring fourteen inches; 
which in all make about four feet. A few are found in fame parts of 
Europe; but they moft abundantly breed in Canada: under which deno­
mination are comprehended thofe that come from Acadia and Hudfon's 
Bay. 

The beavers of Canada are of three colours; the brown reddifh, the 
black, and the white. The firft is the cheapeft; the next is the moft 
valued in England; and the laft is the moft efiee1ned in Canada. 

· The beavers breed once in a year, and have from ten to fifteen in a 
litter. Their fleih is faid to be excellent food; and their ikins are prin­
cipally ufed in the manufaCl:ure of hats and furs. In I 6gg an attempt 
was made in France to employ it in other merchandizes; and accordingly 
a manufaCtory was fettled in Fauxbourg Saint Antoine, near Paris, where 

' they made cloths, flannels, fl:ockings, and other commodities, of beaver, 
with a mixture of wool; which 1nanufaCl:tire flourilhed for a while, btit 
foon decayed; it being experimentally found, that the ftuffs not only loft 
their dye when wet; but when they became dry again, were as har!h and 
fiiff as felts *. 

Merchants difiingui{h three kinds of beaver, though they are all the 
ikins of the fame animal. Thefe are, new beaver, dry beaver, .and fat 

* Charlevoix, vol. i. p. r 52. 
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beaver: the firft is that taken in the winter-buntings, which is the belt 
and mofi efieemed for rich furs, as having loft none of its hairs by moult­
ing: dry or lean beaver is got in the fummer-huntings, when the animal 
is moulted, and has loft part of its hair; which, being much inferior to 
the former, is little ufed in furs, but mofily in hats: fat beaver, ufua1ly 
called old coat, is that which has contracted a fat unctuous humour, ex­
haled by fweat from the bodie3 of the Indians, after they have wore it for · 
fome time; but though this is better than the dry, it is only ufcd for hat&. 
After the hair is cut off the fkin, the pelt or ikin itfelf is ufed in various 
works; as for the coverings of mails and trunks, in flippers, and other 
things. 

Cafioreum is a liquid matter, inclofed in bags or purfes, near the 
anus of the cafior or beaver, fa1fe1y taken for the tefiic1es of that animal. 
It is ufed in medicinal compofitions; but that of Canada is faid not to be 
the befi. Care fbould be taken that it is not adulterated with honey or 
other drugs to increafe its weight; which is known by fqueezing it; the 
fophifiicated being fofti:fh, and yielding a faintiili fmelling honey; but the 
natural is hard and heavy; of a brown colour, briik: fmell, and full ot 
little filaments. 

The other furs procured from the Indians of Canada are foxes, black 
and fpeckled; martins, and thofe called fables; otters, fome reddiili, and 
others brown; bears, black and white; peikans, or wild cats; pole­
cats, ferrets and weazels; wolves, fquirrels, and muik.-rats, with their tef-· 
tides. 

The Indians alfo fupplied the French with the ikins of feveral animals, 
fome green, and others dreffed after · the manner of the country; fuch as 
the :fkins of elks, deer, goats, and wolves. But it £hou1d be obferved, that 
when the Canadi::tn Indians, according to their manner of trafficking, 
fpeak limply of {l~ins, without fpecifying the name of the animal, elk-

. fkins fhould be underfiood, as they are the deareft of all thofe in Canada"' 

The French of ~ebec alfo fent, during the fummer-feafon, fome vef­
fels to trade for the ikins of fea-wolves with the Eikimaux, who were fo 
difirufiful as never to come aboard the French; fo that the commerce with 
them was carried on in a fingular manner. The Indians expofed from 
their ea noes, on the top of a pole, the goods they woutd fell; demand­
ing, at the fame time, what 'they would have in exchange, as knives,, 
powder, balls., fufees, hatchets, kettles, and other things. The French 
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repofed as little confidence jn :~he Indians, .and never permitted them to 
approach too near. 

The following .is an exact fiate of the merchandize proper for .the cafi:or 
trade of Canada: 

Short and light fufees; gun-powder for fowling; balls and fmall !hot-.; 
hatchets and bill-hooks; knives and fheathes; fword-blades for making 
darts; kettles and pots of all fizes; hooks of all forts; fieel and flints for 
!hiking fire; fhort clokes of blue ferge; ..cgmmon linen iliirts, and thick 
worfied fiockings; Brazil tobacco; thick whipcord for nets; fewing­
thread of different colours; packthread for nets; drinking-glaffes; a few 
arrows; fome broad-fwords; a little foap; with fome needles and pins. 
The befi commodity, and of mofi certain vent, was brandy, if not pro­
hibited; yet !it was one of thofe wherewith the canoes of the wood-rangers 
were not the leafi ·taden; in which canoes, made of birch-bark, all the 
commerce of the great river and lakes was carried on during the fuomer 
feafon; but ·in winter, fledges were ufed. Nor fhould it be omitted, that 
·the commerce of the lakes belonged to fuch of the planters who obtained 
,permits frmn the governor-general ; and that thoie permits were fixed at 
a certain number every year·: But this private trade, though lucrative t0 
the monopolizers, was prejudicial to the general trade of the colony; as 
:it hindered great numbers of the Indians from bringing their fkins and 
furs to a public mart, where all the inhabitants might .partake an equal 
fhare. 

What has been thus difcuffed, regards only the inte:rior commerce of 
Canada; fo that here it feems neceffary to add fomewhat concerning the 
trade promoted there by foreign importations. 

There were two feafons for the departure of French fhips for Canada; 
one toward the end of April uc beginning of May, the other in Septem­
ber: the latter ufed to arrive there when the ice was melted, and the other 
before it was formed. 

The French fhipping defiined for this trade paid no duties, except for 
the Brazil tobacco: and the cargo of thefe ihips was partly the fame with 
that fent to the Caribbee Iilands; becaufe tobacco, fugar, and feveral other 
.commodities from the Weft Indies were of the number of thofe imported 
to Canada, where the foil and climate ate itnproper for their cultivation. 
There wa-s alfo fome difference in the clothes and ftuffs; as the cold coun-
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uy of Canada required them warmer and thicker than the Caribbees, fH:u~ 
ated under the torrid zone. 

Thou~h great profits accrued from all the commodities imported to 
~ebec In French bottoms, fcarcely amounting to lefs than fifty per cent; 
yet fuch as were leaft neceffary, and mofily for ornament or curiofity, fold 
b~fi; as lace-ribands, \vatches, fnuff-boxes, and a variety of fuch 
tnnkets; of which a fufficient quantity feldom arrived, though ufuall.y 
fold at four times their jufi value, on the deduction of every expeuce. 

\Vhen fhips arrived at ~ebec, the merchants there, who kept factors 
at Montreal and Trois Rivieres, loaded fome barks with part of the mer­
chandize imported on their account, and fent it to be fold by the retailers. 
There were feveral rich traders, however, in thefe towns, who received · 
various commodities at the firft hand; as they came themfelves to make · 
their market at <2.!!ebec, and freighted feveral barks which brought back 
themfelves and their merchandize. to the place. of their reudence. 

All this -merchand ize was pai-d for, either in money or bills of exchange· 
on Rochelle; or in ikins and furs, corn, timber, or madder. The returns 
in furs and fkins were the beft; but there was never,· either. of thefe or 
any other commodities, a fufficiency to freight all ihips that came from · 
France; beude, there were only fome privileged · !hips allowed to have 
a full freight for their return. The Rochelle !hips, not to return empty, 
frequently took in coals at Cape Breton for Martinico and Guadaloupe, 
where great quantities were confumed in refining of fugar; .of which they 
afterward made their cargoes of return •. 

It was in the Lower Town of czye'bec that the richefi traders of Ro;.. 
chelle had their warehoufes and factors; where it was alfo that the 
merchants and traders of the other towns, and even of ~ebec, not ca,.. 
pab1e of having any correfpondents in France, came to fnpply themfe1ves 
with all kinds of merchandize. There were likewife merchants of the 
colony who kept fuch warehoufes at ~ebec; ·but thefe were furnii11ed 
with lhips of their own, which went and came from Canada to France, 
bringing backward and forward a11 neceffary commG>dities·. 

The French Canada company carried on a profitable trade until the 
year 1742, when Europeans gave only a pound of gunpowder for four 
beavers, a pound of fhot for one, an ell of coarfe cloth for fifteen, a 
blanket for twelve, two fifh-hooks or three flints for one; a gun for 
twenty-five, a piftol for ten; a common hat for feven, an ax for four, .a 

V o L, II. F- f check~ - · 



HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA. 

,check-fl1irt for [even, a bill-hook for one, and a ga1lon of brandy for 
four: all which is faid to have brought in a profit of .2000 per cent. 

Thefe furs were more efieemed than thofe fold at New York, and 
brought from the Canadian lakes. A good Indian hunter will kill fix 
hundred beavers in a feafon; but they fometimes burn off the fur, and 
roaH the beavers like pigs : befide, they ufe the :fkins for bedding and 
coverings; fo that one man feldom brings above a pack, containing one 
hundred :fkins, to tnarket. 

The nearer the Indians of Canada are viewed, the more good qualities 
are difcovered in them: for moft of the principles which ferve to regulate 
their condutt, the general tnaxims by which they govern themfelves, and 
·the eifential part of their charaCl:er, difcovers nothing of the barbarian. 
BeGde thofe ideas, though wholly indifl:inCl:, which they fiill preferve of 
a fupreme Being, thefe vefl:iges, now almoft effaced, of a religious wor­
fhip, which they feem formerly to have paid this fovereign Ruler; and 
the weak traces which may be remarked in their mofi indifferent actions 
of the ancient belief, and of the pritnitive religion, might refiore them 
more eafily than is imagined to the true path, render their converfion to 
Chrifiianity eafier than is commonly found, and which is attended with 
greater obfiacles even in the more civilized nations. But when an Indian 
kills another in his cabbin, being drunk, which they often pretend to be, 
when they harbour any fuch defigns, they content themfelves with lament­
i_ng the dead. If the crime was done in cold blood, they readily fuppofe 
that the perfon who committed it had very good reafons before he pro­
ceeded to this extremity; but if it appears he had none, it belongs to 
thofe of his own cabbin, as being the only perfons concerned, to puniih 
him, which they may do with death; this, however, is feldom done. In 
fhort, crimes are punilhed in fuch a manner as neither to fatisfy jufi:ice, 
nor efiablilh the public tranquillity and fecurity. A murder, in which 
feveral cabbins iliould be affeCl:ed, would, notwithfianding, always have 
troublefome confequences, and would often be fufficient to fet a whole 
town, or even a nation, in combuftion: for which reafon, in fuch acci­
dents, the council of the elders leave nothing undone to accommodate 
matters ·as well as poffible; and in cafe of fuccefs, it is commonly the1 

public that makes the prefents, and takes all the neceifary fieps with the 
offended family. The in1mediate punilhment of a criminal would at once 
put an end to the affair; and the relations of the deceafed are at liberty 
to infliCl: their pleafure on him, if they can get hitn in their. hands: but 
his own cab bin think it incon!ifient with their ·honour to facrificehim; and 
often the village do not think proper to compel them to it. 
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The '"ay mofl: in ufe among all the Indians to indemnify the relations 
of a tnan who has been murdered is, to replace him by means of a pri­
foner of war; in which cafe the captive is generally adopted, enters into 
poffeffion of all the rights of the deceafed, and 10on caufes the perfon. 
whofe place he fills to be forgot. There are, however, fome particular 
crimes which are punifhed with death on the fpot; efpecially what they 
call witchcraft. 

/ 

Whoever is fufpeCl:ed of this crime can never be fafe any where: they 
even caufe him to undergo a kind of rack, to oblige him to na1ne his 
accomplices; after which he is condemned to the fame punifhment with 
the prifoners of war; but they firfi afk the confent of his family, whi~h 
they dare not refufe. T ofe who are leafi criminal have their brains beat 
out before they are burnt: thofe who diihonour their families are treated 
tnuch in the fame manner; and juftice is generally done upon them by­
their own family. 

A plurality of wives is allowed of, among feveral nations of the Aigon­
quins; and it is common enough to marry all the fifters ; which cuftom 
is founded upon a perfuafion, that fifters mufi agree better together than 
:flrangers. In this cafe, all the women are upon an equal rank: but among 
the true Algonquins, there are two orders of wives; thofe of the fecond 
order being the flaves of the firft. Some nations have wives in every quar­
ter where they have occafion to refide for a while in hunting-time; but 
there once pr~vailed among fome cantons a greater diforder ;. which was, 
a plurality of huibands. 

Among ;\11 thefe natiDns, there are certain confiderable families who can :­
only contraCt alliances with each other, and chiefly among the Algon-. 
quins; but, generally fpeaking, the perpetuity o~ tnarriag~s. is held 
facred, and carefuJly obferved among all ranks, and 1n all fam1hes,. 
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An Account of NEW BRITAIN, or TERRA nE LABRADOR£, 
-and HUDSON ' S BAY. 

C H A P. I. 

-Defcription of the country. Firfl difcoveries. Royal charter in r67o. 
Settlements. Trade. Climate. Attempts to difcover a north-wefl 
pajfage. 

T HIS country lies in the northern part of Canada in 8o0 of wefl: 
longitude; and between 51° and 63 ° of north latitude; where the 

Engli{h Hudfon's Bay Company have feveral forts and fettlements; 
f-rom whence they carry on a valuable traffic with the natives for .fk.ins 
and furs. 

This Bay is about 300 leagues wide from fouth to north; but that 
part of the bay., on the weft fide, in latitude 57°, is called Button's Bay; 
and the eaftern ·part, from 1atitude S 5° 15' to 51 °., and the m oft 
fouthern part, is called James's Bay. 

Upon the eaftern main, or coaft of Labradore, are feveral ii1ands. The 
-continent is very extenfive, and inhabited by Indians, who are ruJe and 
·uncivilized: but the Englifh have fevera'l forts and fettlements on the 
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weft main, or New Wales; particularly one at the mouth of Churchill 
River, in about latitude 59°, and longitude 95°, weft from London: 
Another at York Fort, at the mouth of Nelfon's Rivet; one at New 
Severn; one at Albany River; one at Hayes's Ifland; and one at Ru .. 
pert's River. 

It was in the reign of ~een Elizabeth that all the Englifu dominions 
1;1pon the continent of America were difcovered, except Hadfoa's 
Streigh!s· 

1576. Captain Martin Frobitber made his firfi voyage for the difcovery of a-
patfage to China, by the north-weft; and, on the 12th of June, he dif­
covered Terra de Labradore in 63° 8', and entered a fl:reight, which is 
called by his name. Upon the firft of OCtober he ret..umed to England, 
from whence he made fome other attempts to fix a colony, and trade 
with the inhabitants; but without fuccefs. 

After this, there were no other adventures until the year 1607, 
when Captain Henry Hudfon difcovered as far as 8o0 23'; but, in 
I 6 I r, he periilied in at tern pting farther difcoveries, dearly purchafing 
the honour of having ·this large fireight and bay called by his name. 

Sir Thomas Button, fitted out by Prince Henry in 1612, pa£fed Hud-
.. fon's Streights, and, failing weftward, difcovered a large continent, 

which he called New Wales. Its fea and bay retain the difcoverer's 
nan1e: He could not proceed farther than 65°, and wintered rniferably 
upon that weft continent, in 57 ° of north latitude. In 1616, Mr. Baf­
fin entered the Streights. 

In 163 I, Captain Thomas James fet out from Brifiol, and made far­
ther difcoveries in Hudfon's Bay. He wintered near the bottom of the 
bay at Charleton Hland, in 52 Q north latitude, and publifhed a good 
journal of his voyage. 

The firfi eafiern difcoveries were made at the charge of a company of 
Engli.fh tnerc'b.ants incorporated in the reign of King Edward VI. and 
called '' The Merchants Adventurers for difcovering Lands unknown." 
Their principal defign was to difcover a paffage to India and C~ina by 
the north-eaft, and to come in for a fhare of that rich trade with the 
I)ortugueie, by a Ihorter way than by the Cape· of Good· Hope; or at 
]eafi to difcover fome countries. where they mi-ght ·eftablifh a trade of 
equal advantage to theu:i. 
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. The difcoveries made by the bntch in the north-eafl parts of Afia 
toward China and Japan, together with thofe near the polar circle about 
Nova Zembla_, firft infpired the Englifh Eaft India Company with a 
defire of findmg a north-eaft paf.fage to Afia by the great Tartarian 
ocean, which they feveral times atten1pted without fuccefs. This natu­
rally led the Engliih navigators, who faw the great advantages arifing 
from ~uch a difcovery, to turn their thoughts to the north-weft parts of 
Amer~ca, w~tere feemed a great prob.ability of obtaining a paffage, as 
the difficulties were lefs, and the ddtance between Hudfon's Bay in 
Davis's Streights, and the north-eaft coaft of America above California, 
no way fo great as bet\veen Nova Zembla and the fuppofed Streights of 
Anian near Japan. 

Indeed, from the difcoverics already made for this age paft on the 
north-weft coafis of America, the general opinion of a paffage is fo 
{lrong, that in the charter granted to the Hudfon's Bay Company in 
I 6 70, which invefis them with very extenfive privileges, it is recited as 
a chief motive for the grant, that they ihould ufe all means for the 
difcovery of fuch a pafTage; to the fuccefs of which their fettlement and 
trade in Hudfon's Bay, it was reafonably fuppofed, would greatly con .... 
tribute; as will be farther explained. 

The capital fund of the company was Io,soo !. fterling; and ihares 
were worth soo l. Its privilege is exclufive for all the trade that can be 
carried on in Hudfon 's Bay; and in all the feas, il:reights, bays, rivers, 
lakes, and paifages, in whatever latitude they may be; with the pro­
perty of all the iflands and lands therein, not poffef.fed by any other 
nation: but the continual wars between England and France, until the 
peace of Utrecht, funk the value of the ihares. 

This company was occafioned by two French gentlemen, who travelled 
into the country of the E:fkimaux, and difcovered what a valuable trade 
rni{)"ht be carried on there : They reprefented the matter to the French 
go~ernn1ent, who, contrary to their political fyfiem, rejeCl:ed it; where­
upon the gentlemen communicated their obfervations to the Engliili, who. 
fctt1ed the trade. This corporation is ftill under the direction of a 
governor, deputy-governor, and feven affiftants, who have a handfome 
hall in Fenchurch-fireet to tranfaa their affairs in. 

In 167o, Mr. Baily, with twenty men, was fent over by ~he com­
pany to Rupert River. Port Nelfon was t~e next fettle~ent 1n 1673; . 
and l\1 r. Bridge was fent over governor 01 the weft m am from <?ape 
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!Ienrietta Maria.. In 1683, the faCJ:ory was removed from Ritperr 
River to Moofe R1ver, becaufe the former was too much expofed to the" 
depredations of the :French, who foon perceived their error, grew jealous· . 
of the Englifh, and at different times difpoffeffed them of 1nofi of their 
forts, which were refl:ored by the treaty of Utrecht; and from thae 
time the Engliih company has been in a very flourifhing condition. 

From Tadoufac, thirty leagues below ~ebec, upon Canada· River;.. 
there is . water carriage to Lake Mifl:afin, which communicates with· 
Rupert River. In 1686, the French from Canada, in - time of peace, ~ 
became mafl:ers of all the Hudfon's Bay faCJ:ories, Fort Nelfon excepted.~ 
In 169 ~' the Eng1ifh recovered their faB:ories; but the French foon after­
got poffeffion of them again. In I 696, two Englifh men of war retook : 
them; the French took them again in ~een Anne's war; but hy the . 
treaty of Utrecht in I 713, the French ga.ve up to . the Englifh io far 
fouth as 49° north latitude. 

Mr. Dobbs fays, that this country, . called I-Iudfon-'s Bay, may be · 
efieemed from 5 I 0 to 6 5° of north latitude, and from 78-o to 95° wefi:. · 
longitude from London. The true definition of it is, from the treaty· 
of Utrecht in I 713, as follows: From a certain promontory on the 
Atlantic ocean north latitude 5 8° 30' run fouth-wefl: to Lake I\1ifiafin *; : 
thence fouth-wefi: to north latitude 49 °, and from this termination· due · 
wefl: indefinitely. The northern boundary may. be reckoned Davis's­
Streights, becaufe of! the. Danifh claim, and otherways-north indefinitely .. 

. 
The entrance of Hudfon's Streights at Refolution Ifland is about fifteen 

leagues wide. The tide flows four fathom; and the wind_s are north-weft 
ahout nine n1onths in the year: it is not free of ice above two months in. 
the year, and the fails and rigging freeze even in July. It is 140 leagues . 
in leng,th to the bay, at the· bottom of which is only four feet tide. 

Captain Middleton, ia t\'renty-three voyages, neyer could arrive at 
the faB:ories above fi·ve times before the tenth of Augufi; and it is a 
ftand~ng order. not to attempt coming back the fame year, unlefs they can. 
fa il from the faCtories about the middle of September, when it is gene~ 
rally plea{ant weather ; but Augufi is the proper month for the- navi~ 
gation of Hudfon's Bay, where are always good foundings. 

This grant is divided into the weft main or continent, formerly.in 
cliarts. called New North and South \Vales; and the eafi: main called 

* This includes the we!ldn half of Terra de Labradare.· 
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Terra de Labradore or New Britain. The French claimed the bottom of 

the bay, as belonging to Canada; but they difcl imed it by the treaty of 
Utrecht. 

The country is fo inhofpitable, that no towns or plantations can be 

fettled there; fo that it muft for ever remain a number of fcattered dif­

mal lodges or faCtories; which confift at different places at the mouths 

of feveral rivers for trade with the Indians; particularly on the weft 

continent are Churchill River, Nelfon's River, Severn River, Albany 

RiYer, and Moofe River. On the eaft continent are Rupert River and 
S1ude River. 

On Churchill River is the Prince of Wales's fort, which is the moft 

northerly, being in about 59Q north latitude, and 94° so' weft longi­

tude, the moft wefierly part of Hudfon's Bay, where Captain Middleton, 

upon a north-weft difcovery, wintered miferably in 1742. At the 

mouth of this river, the tide comes from north by eafi two knots; and 

it is navigable about 150 leagues. The company keeps here about thirty 

men, who return about Qo,ooo beaver ik.ins a year. 

On Nelfon's River is Fort York, in 57° north latitude. It is the 

finefi and largeft river in the bay; for it communicates with great lakes, 

and branches of rivers of Indian trade. The company have here 

twenty-five men; and the tide is fourteen feet. 

New Severn River was called by the French Saint Huiles: it is in 

55° north latitude; but it has a bar, aad therefore little frequented. 

Albany River is in 52 ° north latitude, and 8 5q 2o' weft longitude. 

It has four feet tide ; and, in 17 3 I, I I 8 canoes came there to trade.­

From the middle of May to the middle of September the weather is 

tolerable : And the company have here twenty-five men. 

Moofe River is in 51° north latitude, and has four feet tide. It is 

larger than Albany River; and the company have here twenty-five men. 

Prince Rupert River is on the eaft fide of the bay, in 51° of north 

latitude; but is now neglected: but at Slude River, in 52 °, the com­

pany ufually keeps ten men. 

The charge of the company is about 120 fe rvants, and 

annual fh ips. The trade of the country confifts in furs, 
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feathers, from which great profits arife; and there 'is befide a pretty good 
trade for blubber, in the forts belonging to the Englifh company. 

The natives receive in exchange arms, provifions, hard ware, and 
fome groceries. 

The commodities for the fupport of the colony confifi generally in all 
the neceifaries of life; the country affording nothing either for the 
nouriiliment or clothing of the inhabitants of this rich, but miferable 
fettlement, which cannot properly be called a colony; becaufe the peo­
ple have no eftabli£hed legiflature or houfe of reprefentatives, and 'their 
laws and regulations are made by the company. 

A late writer reprefents in ftrong terms the ill confequences of the 
exclufive charter enjoyed by this company, and makes fome fevere re­
fleB:ions on the manner in which the trade is carried on. From what 
he fays on this fubjea the following remarks may be extraCted. 

'' Though the defign, which fidl: led our daring countrymen into the 
"' dark receffes of the north, failed in its firft objett, the difcovery of 
'' a paifage that way to Cpina, the attempt failed not of producing other 
" confequences which well repaid to their country, if not immediately 
" to themfelves, the fatigue, danger, and expence of it to the bold 
'-' adventurers, by laying them under a neceffity of flopping, when the 
" feverity of the climate n1ade the feas no longer navigable, to explore 
" their inhofpitable fhores, for the fupport of life, till the return of the 
" feafon proper for pnrfuing their projeCt, whereby they opened with 
'' the inhabitants an intercourfe of commerce, unthought of before, and 
" which, but for this cafe, would never have been fought for through fo 
" many and fuch difcouraging difficulties. 

" The feclufion of thefe inhabitants from the more informed part of 
" mankind by their fituation; and the fterility of their country, which 
" confined their cares within the narrow circle of the indifpenfible necef­
'' faries of life, without applying a fingle article that could fuggefi, 
" much lefs gratify a thought of any thing farther, neceifarily brought 
" commerce with them back to its original, of immediate barter, or 
'' exchange of one commodity for another, without the intervention of 
'' money, the artificial medium made ufe of in countries of more ex­
" tended intercourfc and produce, to fupply the defeCts, and remedy the 
" inconveniencies, of fuch barter. 
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'' The advantages of fuch a commerce to a .country able to avail i.tfelf of 
" them are fufficiently obvious. It takes off fuch of its produce and 
c' manufaCtures as are moft plenty, and cheap, at their real value to thofe 
"' v.·ho want, and, not being able to procure them elfewhere, beat not down 
'' their price on account of that plenty, nor require fuch accuracy and 
" ornament in the manufat1:uring of them, as make them come clearer 
" to the vender without being of greater ufe to the_ purchafer; and for 
" any deficiency in ·which they would be rejet1:ed by other purchafers; 
" and brings in return the produce of the country of the barterers, at 
" the low rate fet upon it by thofe who do not want it, who have no 
" other vent for it, and confequently are glad to exchange it at any ra.te 
" for what they do want, and cannot obtain otherwife; not to dwell 
" upon the great national advantage of its being unmanufaCtured, and 
" thereby affording employment to the various artificers who prepare it 
" for ufe. 

" Thefe circumftances were too ftriking not to be immediately per­
" ceived; but their effett was circumfcribed in fuch a manner by the 
" very means injudiciouily taken to improve and extend it, that what 
" would have been a moft important advantage to the whole nation, was, 
'' by the grant of an exclufive charter, confined to a few individuals, . 
" who, a.B:uated by the moft felfiih, fordid, and :fhort-fighted policy, or 
" rathe-r cunning, reftrained, inftead of extending, that commerce, for 
" fear of its becoming an objett of public confideration, and the mono­
,, poly of it taken from thetn, :fhould the (comparatively immenfe) pro­
,, fi ts which it might produce, be known; and thereby with the groffeft 
'' diihonefiy defeated intentionally, the exprefs end for which fuch char­
H ter had been originally granted, on the moft plaufible pretences, and 
" ftrongefi affurance to the contrary, and was ftill from inattention, or 
" mifreprefentation, fuffered to remain with them. 

" This will be befi explained and proved by the following lift £1.nd 
" efiimate of the feveral articles exported from England to, and imported 
'' into England from, this fettlement, which are drawn with the utmoft 
'' exaCl:nefs, and from the beft authority. · 

Commodities exported from England to Hudjon's Bay. 

" Coarfe woollen cloths, checks, cottons, Britifh linens, fowling-pieces:. 
" birding guns, gun-flints, gunpowder, :fhot, cutlaffes, wrought leather, 
'' falt, wheaten meal, oatmeal, barley, peafe, beans, malt, bacon, beef, 
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cc pork, butter, cheefe, bifcuit, molaifes, wrought fteel, iron, brafs, copper,. 
" pe~ter, pipes, tobacco, hofiery? hats! tall?~ ca~d.les, fJ:ip chandlery,. 
'' ftatwnary wares, bugles, gr9cenes, ml, Bntdh fp1nts, , w1nes, all which: 
"' coft at an average of three years 16)ooo/ .. 

Commodities imported into England from Hudfon' s Bay~ 

"Thirty-four thoufand beaver fkins, I 6,ooo marten, 2000 otter, 1 IOO" 

'' cat, 3000 fox, sooo wolf, 7ooo wolverine, 6 so black bear, 40 white 
" bear, soo fifher, 250 mink, sooo mufquaih, 20 cwt. to so cwt. bed 
" feathers, 20 cwt. to 30 cwt. whalebone, a few tons of oil, 15o,ooo 
'' goofe-quills, 2000 lb. cut beaver, 1000 elk, zooo deer fkins, 250 lb •. 
'' of cafl:oreum, worth; as bought at the firft hand at Q!!ebec, at a like ; 
" average of three years, . 29,340 !. 

" The firfi view of thefe lifts and eftimates will moff prooably· be , 
"' · thought to contradiCt what has been advanced before of the import.:. 
" ance of this fettlement; but when it is confidered that in the above 
" · lifi:of exports ·is included all that the company fends for the fupport 
" and maintenance of their fettlements, and for w·hich confequently 
" there can be no return, as -it is immediately confumed by their people. 
" --When it is proved that the commerce of it is kept thus -low by 
" defign, and the means taken to accomplifh that defign are iliewn, the 
" · truth of my pofition will appear in its full force •. 

" In efl:imating the imports from Hudfon's Bay; I :fhike the price of 
'' them by that paid for the fame articles at ~ebec. 

c-' The reafon of m'Y doing this is, that the Hudfon's Bay Company 
" conduct all their affairs with fuch impenetrable fecrecy, that it is ·not pof­
" fible to know at what rate they exchange their goods for thofe of the 
" natives; an oath of fecrecy being impofed upon their fervants; . and 
'' the obfervation of all, upon whqm they cannot impofe fuch an.oath, 
" prevented by the mofi brutal inhofpitality and exclufion from every 
" kind of intercourfe. 

" Nor will the grofs quantity of the exports open any fatisfaB:ory 
" infight into this myfiery; as it is not known, nor can, for the above 
" reafons, be difcovered with any degree of precifion, how much of that 
" quantity is confumed by the company's fervants; and confequently no 
'' return for it brought home in the imports. 

" This 
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" This much I know from my own experience, that there is no fixed 
" rate for the barter of any comtnodity, the company allowing juft 
" wh~t they pleafe, at that time; in which allowance, they are fo 
" equttable and reafonable, that I myfelf have feen inftances of their 
'' being confcientioufly content with a profit not above 1 ooo per cent •. 
" upon particular articles. 

" Thefe lifts therefore only !hew what advantage the nation reaps at 
" prefent, from the commerce of this fettlement, under their monopoly. 
" What it would reap were there no fuch monopoly, with a more par'­
" ticular account of the curious methods taken to keep it in its prefent 
" ftate of national infignificancy; :£hall be next :£hewn .. 

" I have a£ferted, that it is capable of fuch improvement as would 
" make it a confiderable advantage to the nation. It remains now that 
" I prove this aifertion. In doing this it will be neceifary for me to 
" look back for a moment to circumftances not attended to at prefent, . 
" but which have influenced this commerce from its very firft inftitution, 
" and do ftill influence it, in the moft pernicious manner. 

" At the time when the Hudfon's Bay Company was e!labli-lhed, in . 
'' 1 67o, the minds of aU people of power or property were fo fixed 
" upon the intrigues of the court, and the confequences immediately 
'' apprehended from them at home, that they would not fpare a thought 
'' for any thing fo remote in fituation and effeCt as foreign colonization, 
'' by which means that m"ft important of political enterprizes fell to 
" thofe who were in every refpeB: leaft qualified to purfue it to advantage. 

'' Under thefe inaufpicious circumfiances, an exclufive charter fer · 
" trading to the countries confining on the fea, called Hudfon's Bay, 
" was, without enquiring into the confequences, granted to a fet of 
" private adventurers, who, without fupport or .even countenance from 
'' government, undertook, upon the narrow foundation of their own 
" fortunes, to efiab1ifh a trade, attended with fuch difficulties in appear­
" ance, as would have difcouraged any men not fully perfuaded of the 
« certainty of fuccefs. Nor were they difappointed; the eve?t exceed- ­
" ing their moft fanguine expeCtations in their very firft expenment .. 

" Such fuccefs from fo weak a beginning :fhewed ·to what an height it ­
'' might be carried on a 1nore extended foundation.. But t?e fcheme ·it 
'' fugge!ted was very different: Infiead of extendtng theu firfl: plan, 
" and making their fuccefs known, to procure an - enlargement 0f 
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'' their capital, the company turned all . their care to conceal the whole 
.,, (which the diftractions of the times gave them too good an oppor~ 
,,, tunity of doing) and keep the profits of the trade intirely to them­
'" felves, contraCted as it was, rather than run the hazard of their being 
" :fhared in by others, fhould it be puihed to its natural extent; a care 
" which has never been relaxed fince. 

"' For this fordid purpofe, they contented themfelves with proceeding 
" on the low capital, which neceffity had at firft obliged them to fet out 
" upon, and making a few paltry fettlements, barely fufficient to carry 
'' on the reftrained trade which fuch a capital could fupport. The event 
" has in this alfo too well anfwered their defign. The inconfiderable 
" amount of their exports, and confequently of the returns, have kept 
.,, the trade in fuch obfcurity as to feetn beneath the attention of govern­
" ment, whereby it has remained, according to the letter, however con­
" trary to the fpirit of their charter, exclufively in their own hands .. 

'' It mufi be owned, that the temptations to this conduCl wer-e power­
" ful. Without hazarding, or even advancing more than a comparative 
" trifle, they have long reaped, and do {till reap a profit, which a capi­
" tal ten times as large could not produce in any other channel of corn­
" merce; a reafon, which too many inftances prove fufficient, in the 
'' prefent times, to over-balance national advantage, and juftify breach 
" of faith ; for by no other name can fo manifeft a violation of the 
" profeffions of · promoting that advantage, upon which all fuch charters 
" are granted, be called, without as 1nanifeft a violation of truth. 

" I am aware, that it will be objeCled to this, by thofe who are inte­
c! refted to keep thefe affairs in their prefent ftate of darknefs, that the 
" imports prove the fufficiency of the capital for the trade, and that it 
" is abfurd and unnatural to think any men fhould be fo blind to their 
'' own advantage, as not to make large exports could they have adequate 
" returns for them. The latter of thefe objections has been already ob­
" viated. I £hall now :fhew the fallacy of the former, and in what 
" manner the imports are kept down to their prefent low ftand; low, I 
" mean as to what they might be, for they are high beyond all parallel, 
'' confidering what they coft. 

" Though the natives of the vaft countries around Hudfon's Bay, ­
" with whom the traffic of the company is carried on, are fiill in that 
'( ftate of natural ignorance, which people more informed have arro­
" gantly prefumed to call favage, ,heaven has not denied them the know-

3 " ledge 
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" ledge neceffary for the few purpofes of their narrow fphere of life. 
'' They were not long engaged in this traffic, therefore, before they 
'' difcovered f01ne of the grofs impofitions practifed upon them, though 
" they could not poffibly form even a conception of the whole. 

" I have obferved th t the commerce of the Hudfon's Bay Company 
" confiits in bartering fome of our manufaCtures and commodities, the 
" cheapefi and worft of their kinds, with the natives for their furs. 
" The firfi th · ng which reafon would fuggeft to be done in fuch a traffic, 
'"' by thofe who had the lead in it, mufi be to fix the rates of the feveral 
" articles to be brought by them for barter, at fuch a fiandard, as fhould 
" obviate their being ever under a neceffity of altering it, and thereby 
" raifing a fufpicion of injufiice in the others, who being neither able to 
" judge of thefe terms, nor of the accidental circumfiances which 
'' might at particular times make an alteration in them neceffary, were 
" they firuck with exaB:nefs, would certainly take offence at fuch 
" alteration, though they could not avoid fubmitting to the firfi eflabliih­
" ment, in the making of which I have not prefumed to n1ention the_ 
" leafi regard to jufiice. 

" But infiead of this, a new fl:andard is arbitrarily impofed by. the · 
" company every feafon, not on pretence even of any alteration in the 
'' value of their own commodities, or thofe of the natives, but folely ­
" according to the quat!tity of the latter, the whole of which, be it 
" more or lefs than on other years,. they calculate fo as to get for their 
'' own, whofe quantity is near-ly the fame every feafon. Such an im-: 
H pofition was too glaring to efcape unnoti~ed even by favages; who, 
'' though they could not fhew their refentment of it in the fame manner ­
" as people in other circumfiances, by difcontinuing the trade, yet did· 
"' not fail to take the obvious means of preventing it for the future, by, 
(' bringing no more furs than their little experience had taught them 
" would fuffice to procure in exchange all the commodities of the corn­
" pany, the quantity of which they alfo knew by experience. The re- · 
"' mainder, for in their huotings for food they flay many more of the· 
" various animals than they bring the furB of to market, they either con­
" fume themfelves in ufes they might difpenfe with, could they turn· 
" them to any better ufe, or aCtually throw away·; prattifing out of 
'' refentment the fame policy with the Dutch, in, regard to their fuper- -' 
" fiuous fpices. 

" The caufe and confequences of the conduB: which has been inva--­
u riably purfued by the Hudfon's Bay Company, ever fince i~. wa::i 

- " eflabliiliedi). 
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,,, efiabliihed, having been confide-red, let vs now confider what would 

'' be the effect had they adopted a different fyftem, or rather had no 

" fuch eftabliiliment been made from the beginning, but the trade left 

" open in its natural ftate; indeed the only ftate in which any trade ,an 

;" prove beneficial to a nation, all monopolies by their principles counter .. 

'' acting the public intereft, and fetting up a private one in oppofition to 

" it. The only trade (or at leaft the only one worth taking any notice of) · 

·'' carried on at prefent by the Hudfon's Bay Company is the fur trade. 

·" But befide this, there are others already difcovered, which, if pufhed 

'' to their proper extent, would very fo?n not only equ_al, but moft pro­

" bably even excel that; not to mentwn the probab1hty of difcovering 

" frill more. 

·" The firft of thefe which I :£hall mention, and which, to ~he furpri;e 

'-' of reafon, has not hitherto been thought of any confequence, is the 

" filhery. I will take upon me to fay, that the whale and feal fifheries 

" in Hudfon's Bay and Baffin's Bay are capable of affording fufficient, 

'" ,and fufficiently profitable, ernployment to feveral hundred fifhing 

" velfels. Nor is this a vague alfertion. I fpeak it from experience 

"' having been fome years perfonally engaged in the Greenland fiihery: 

" after my being at Hudfon's Bay, and gained a clear infight into every 

" branch of it • 

. ,, The advantages which would neceffarily refult from this are moll: 

·" obvious. It would increafe the nu1nber of our feamen and fhipping, 

" and every branch of commerce which does that, increafes the effential 

'' firength of the nation. And it would not only fupply us with a fuf­

,,, ficiency of the produce of thefe fifheries for home confumption, but 

" alfo give us the command of the trade fo effectually, as to enable us 

'' to underfell all rivals in it at foreign markets. That it is impoffible 

" for fuch a trade to be carried on properly under the unnah.<ral refiraints 

" of an exclufive charter, even were the company to 1nake the attempt, 

" is too evident to require proof; and how much the nation fuffers by 

'' being fecluded from it, may be judged from this one circumftance, 

" that inftead of feveral hundreds of ve£fels, and thoufands of feamen, 

'' which this fingle trade would employ, if laid open to public emulation, 

'' the whole trade of the Hudfon's Bay Company employs no more than 

'' four fhips, and 130 feamen. 

- '' Another mofl: valuable article of commerce, which thofe countries 

" would fupply in the greateft plenty, is copper. In the year 1744, 

'~ I myfelf difcovered there feverallarge lumps of the fineft virgin cop_per, 
· " wh1ch, 



NE\V BRITAIN AND HUDSO:K's BAY. 

'' which, in the honcfi exultation of my heart at fo important a difco­
" very,~ di~ectly !hewed to the company; but the thanks I met with may 
'' be eahly JUdged from the fyftem of their conduct. The faB:, \vithout 
" any inquiry into the reality of it, was treated as a chimerical illufion; 
" and a ftop arbitr~rily put to all farther fearch into the matter, by the 
" abfolute lords of the foil. 

" The advantages \Vhich would arife from a fufficient fupply of this 
" metal are alfo obvious to every capacity. It would afford em ploy­
'' tnent to a11 our various artificers who work in it; and enable us to 
" underfell all competitors at foreign markets ; and this at a time when 
~ ' our internal fupplies of it feem to be nearly exhaufled, and the ufe of 
~' it is daily increafing in all parts of the ;vorld. 

" I have faid that copper is to be found in plenty in thofe countries, 
" for this reafon: \Vherever any metal is found in lumps, on or near the 
" furface of the earth, it is a certaihl proof that the earth abounds with 
" it deeper down; fuch lumps being protruded from the body of the 
" metal like fparks from a large fire. Nor is it unreafonable to expeCt 
'' that metals {till more valuable might be found in the purfuit of this ; 
" the rich eft gold mines in the eaft being intermixed with thofe of cop­
"'' per, as copper itfelf is with gold, in proportion to the finenefs of the 
" former; a-nd finer than the lumps I found there have I never feen . 

. ,, It muft f!Ot be objetted to what I have here advanced that the in­
" tenG.ty of the froft in thofe climates ·would defeat all attempts of mining, 
" or at the beft render them {o difficult and deftruuive to the lives of 
" the miners, as to n1ake it not worth the attempt. This is only a vul-:­
,, gar error. It is known th~t froft .penetr~tes but a little way into the 
" earth ; no farther than the 1mmed1ate aB:wn of the atmofphere; where 
" the fphere of that action therefore ceafes, froft ceafes of courfe ; .and 
'' the moft .ignorant labourer knows, that the deeper he can work Into 
" the earth, the warmer air he will breathe ,~." 

As for the climate of Hudfon's Bay, Captain Middleton obferves, in 
.the journal of his north-weft dif(overy voyage in 1741 and 1742, he 
.arrived in Churchill River on the I oth of Auguft: the firf1: fnow was 
.on the rft of September, when the geefe fled to the fouthward; and on 

* The American Traveller; or, Obfervations on the prefent State of the Britiili Colo· 
-nies in America, .4to. 1769. 
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the 27th the thermometer was as low as in London during the great froft 
On the 21ft of Oc:tober, ink and water froze by the bed-fide; and in the 
beginning of November, a bottle of fpirits full proof froze in the open 
air; after which it was for fome time too cold to venture abroad with 
fafety. On the 2d of April it began to thaw -in the fun; about which 
time the ice at the fhip was ten feet thick, with thirteen feet fnow over 
the ice. The falling fnow was as fine as dufl: until the I oth of April,. 
when it came down in large flakes, a fign of the winter's being fpent. 
No rain had happened for feven months preceding the 22d of April, 
when there fell a gentle fhower; and the geefe began to re-appear on the 2d 

of May. Upon the t 3th, they got the fhip into the fiream; and, on the 
Ifl of Ju1y, he failed upon the north-weft difcovery. He proceeded no 
farther north than 6 6° 4-f, becaufe, the beginning of Auguft, he per­
ceived to the fuuth-eafi, at about twenty leagues diftance, a fireight 
covered \vith an impenetrable folid body of ice, therefore no communi­
cation with the eafiern fea; ancl the tide of flood coming from thence,. 
he had no hopes of paffing that way into the South Seas, and bore away 
to the fou~hward an the ~ th of Augufi. 

It has been faid, that the Engliih company avoid making any difco­
veries to the northward of Churchill River, or extending their trade that 
way, for fear they fuould difcover a paHage to the wefiern ocean of 
America, and by that means tempt the Engli!h merchants to lay open 
their trade. Indeed, it is firongly prefumed that fuch a pafL'lge may be 
difcovered, and the Brit i!h parliament have encouraged the attempt. 

Upon this prefumption, about the year 1730, Arthur Dobbs, Efq. a 
gentleman of letter~ and fortune, a member of the Iriih parliament at 
that time, and afterward governor of North Carolina, having drawn up 
reafons for a paifage to the South Sea by the north--vvdl part of Hud­
fon's Bay, and the many advantages arifing to Great Britain from fuch 
a difcovery, communicated them to Colond Bladen, one of the com­
miffioners for trade and plantations, with a view of engaging the South 
Sea Company to try the \Velc01ne, which is the moft north-weft part of 
I-Iudfon's Bay, and where a patiage appeared to him mofi likely, from, 
the accounts of former adventurers : but Sir John Eyles being then. 
gone out of t~e gov~r~ment,. and the company having relinquifhed the 
whale fifhery 1n Dav1s s Stre1ghts, the affair :Oept until the year I 7 33; 
when Mr. Dobbs £hewed his manufcript to Sir Charles Wager, then 
firfl: Lord of the Admiralty, who, on perufing it, feemed fatisfied of the 
probability of the difcovery, and the propriety of attempting it. 

A&-
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As the Hud~ n's Bay Company, from their charter, appeared the 
1no~ proper body to be confulted ; Si· Charles Wager mentioned the 
affair to. l\1r. Jones, formerly a deputy-governor of that company, and 
-at t 1at ~Ime an elde_r brother of Trinity 1-Ioufe; who, as much as pof­
fible, difcouraged Su· Charles from the defign; relating to him the dif­
afier the company had in the lofs of two :floops fitted out for this 
purpofe, under Mr. Barlow, ~in I 7 1 9· Mr. Dobbs, not fatisfied with 
this, got Sir Charles to introduce him to Mr. Jones, who was frill againft 
the attempt: but notwithfianding thefe difcouragements, Mr. Dobbs ac­
compli!hed his defire; but whether there is a north-wefi paifage, or not, 
.is ftiU a matter of uncertainty. . 

However, by the fiatute of the 18th of King George IT. * it was fet 
forth in the preamble, that the difcovery of a north-weft paffage through 
Hudfon's Streights, to the weflern American ocean, would be of great 
benefit to the trade of Great Britain : And therefore it was enaCl:ed, that 
1f any !hip or veifel, £hips or veifels, belonging to any of his Majefly's 
fubjects, fhould find out and fail through any paffage by fea between 
Hudfon's Bay and the weflern or fouthern ocean of America, the owner 
-or owners thereof, or their affigns, iliould receive as a reward Qo,ooo l. 
And that all perfons being his Majefiy's fubjeB:s, and refiding where the 
adventurers iliould come, in profecution of fuch difcovery, iliould give 
them all aid requifite, and fhould noways obflruet, or refufe them rea­
fonable fuccour in any difl:refs. 

In r 7 40, his Majefiy was pleafed to approve the fcheme, and two 
veffels were ordered to be fitted out, the command of which was given 
to Captain Middleton, who failed in the fummer of 1741; but it was 
the end of July before he could pafs Hudfon's Streights; fo that he found 
himfelf nece:ffitated to winter at the Prince of Wales's fort in Churchill 
River, where he was accufed of employing his men in the company's 
fervice ; but he pleaded fuch employment was neceifary to keep them in 
health. Here he was detained by the ice until July I 7 42, when he 
failed, and got as far north as lat. 65° 3c/, wher~ he f~und a head­
land, which he called Cape Dobbs, and abreafi of It a fair lar~e op~n­
ing, or inlet, which he called Wager River. Here he got h1~ fh1ps 
1nto a bay called Savage Sound, and fent his boats a~out fixty miles ~p, 
who found a deep ,channel with a firong current aga~nit t~em, and hi,gh 
Jand on both fides, the water fait or brackiih. Captain M1ddleton, upon 

~ In 1745. 
Hhz the 
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the 2.d. of Auguft, left this river or fireight, and proceeded to 660 44' 
of north latitude, where he faw a cape, which he judged to be the mcft 
nor therly point of North America, the land falling off to the north-weft; 
but the following day he found himfelf embayed on all fides, and gav--e 
it the name of Repulfe Bay. Into this bay, he obferved a tide come 
fr 01n the great ocean, weft of Greenland, by a pailage he calls the 
Frozen Streights ; ·though Mr. Dobbs has aiTerted, that thefe Frozen 
Streights are imaginary, and that Cape Frigid is joined to the north con­
tinen t, to which Captain Middleton gave the name of Prince vVilliam 's 
Land, in honour of his late Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland. 
From hence Captain Middleton withdrew to the fouth, and traced the 

· :Chore until the 15th of Augufi, when he bore for England, having made_ 
no effectual difcovery. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Df'P~tt s cone rning a nortb-wejl paffage; climate; Indians. 

Paffage by the north-wefiward, or Davis's Streights, feems to be given 
up or relinquiihed )y all European adventurers; but the paffage by 

th fouth- rly branch, or I-Iudfon's Bay, is {till in profecution. 

It has been a teged in favour of a north-w fl: paffage, as follows: 
I. The \vhal s found in plenty on the wefi-:Gde of I-Iudfon's Bay; as 
there is no mention of whales in Hudfon's Streights, th ey do not cmne 
that way: they cannot come from Davis's Streights by the F1~ozen Streights 
of Middleton, becaufe of a wide and large field of ice; for whales cannot 
pafs under a large track of ice; as they cannot live without blowing at 
times in the open air; therefore thefe whales tnufl: come from the wefi:ern 
or pacific ocean, by fome !heights or paffage in .fjudfon's Bay. It may be 
probable, hovvever, that the great whales in Davis's Strejghts, when the 
fea begins to be frozen there, pafs into the ocean, or deeper water, becauie 
warmer: and thus the cod-fifh upon the coafi of New England in very cold 
winters retire into deep water. 

Mr. Dobbs affirmed, that Captain Middle ton faw no whales near Cape 
Hope or the :Frozen Streights: . he judged the Frozen Strejghts to be 
chimerical; therefore the whales in Button's Bay muft come from the 
weft ward. 

2. \Vager River, where Captain Middleton made his principal infpec­
tion, in north latitude 65° 24', and Weft longitude 88° 37', from feven 
miles wide at its entrance, farther up increafed to eight leagues in breadth, 
and fr01n fourteen to eight fathom water. \Vhales were feJn twenty 
miles up the river; and l\1r. Dobbs conjeCtured that thefe whales came 
from the wefiern ocean, by fome !height or paffage, fouth of \Vager River, 
from north latitude 65° to 6~0 , where the Efkimaux Indians followed 
whaling, and traded with captain Scroggs in I 7 2 2. 

3· Captain Middleton, from fome ~~due influence, did not well infpeft · 
the coaft, where the greatefi: probab1hty was of a paffage: tha.t he de­
fignedly kept too great an offing, and. defcried pretended la11d and I?om~­
tains in the cl-ouds: :fD that, concludmg there were no paffages, he chd 
not fend his boats afhore to try for inlets: but Coptain Fox, failing on. 

this 



HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA. 

this eo aft, difcovered much broken land and fome iflands, as alfo plenty 
of whales at the end of July in 1632. 

4· That Captain Middleton's officers faid, the tide was three hours 
fooner at the mouth of Wager River than at Cape Frigid; therefore the 
tide did not come from the Frozen Streights and Baffin's Bay eafi:ward, but 
from iheights weftward. The fame officers alfo affured Mr. Dobbs, that 
the higher up Wager River the water became the falter, and the flood 
was from 'weft fouth-weft; but Captain Middleton faid the tide came from 
the north-eafi. 

To evince the impraCticability of a north-wefi paffage, it was then faid, 
1. That the French, very inquifitive, and regardful of their interefi, ap­
peared to have given up any profpeB: of this paffage; becaufe, by the 
treaty of Utrecht, they readily renounced for ever to Great Britain the 
foie and exclufive benefit of a north-weft paffage to China from Hudfon's 
Bay, or Davis's Streights, when difcovered. 

2. That the whales upon the weft-fide of Hudfon~s Bay by the Frozen 
Streights came from Davis's Streights, where they are numerous. 

3· Captain Middleton fays, that Indian travellers have gone by land 
from Churchill River, as high as the ArCtic Circle, but met with no 
paffages. His northern Indians, ·which he took on board in Churchill 
River, were chiefly defigued to .fhew hin1 the copper-mines. 

4· That the farther up \Vager River, the tides ride ]efs; the water 
from falt becomes bracki.fh, and the higher the more frefh. 

5. Capt. Middleton alleges, that from his own experience, there is no 
paffage thro' Churchill River in north lat. 59° to the north Iat. 67°; and 
farther north, if there be any fl:reights or paffage, it cannot be clear of 
ice, if ever clear, above a week or two in the year; and therefore im­
practicable: that from the River Wager to north latitude 62°, he flood 
into every bay, and fearched the coafi narrowly. 

6. That as the winds there are generally from the north-weft, and 
exceffively cold, there rnufi be a long continued traa of land wefhvard, 
covered with perpetual fnow and ice, and therefore impraCticable: befide, 
if there_ is any ,fuch fireight, it mufl: be narrow and long; fo that the 
adventurers would run a certain rilk of being frozen up, and of periihing 
with cold and want. 

Captain 
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C.1pt1in l\Iiddleton, in his too minute Journals of his voyages from: 
Eng~and to I-Iudfon's B~y, ob!erved, that in I~udfon's Bay, in the fume 
lonp~ude from London, in failing north, the variations increafe fafie 
than 1~ an, know~1 part of the earth; for in fiance, in one of his voyages 
he o ferv d, that 111 about 8+ 0 weft longitude from London, the varia­
-io.~.1s increaf thus: 

In north lat. ·o .'> 
55 
6r 
62 

d. Yariation was I g. 
QS 
30 
40 

d. V. 

But Captain Scrogg in I jQ Q traded with the Indians for whale-bone, at 
\Vhale Bone Point, in 65° of north latitude, where the tide flowed five 
fathoms at leafi. 

In I 7 45 a new trial w~s intended at a north-weft p?..ifage; and an act 
of par iarr;ent was pa£fed " for granting a public reward to fuch perfon or 
perfons, his ~1ajefiy's fubjea or fubjeCls, as lhouid difcover a north-weB: 
paffage through Hudfon's Streights to the wefl:crn and fouthcrn ocean of 
A 

. ,, 
menca. 

The committee chofen in r 7 46 for putting in execution the under­
taking to find out the north-weft pa!fage were, Thomas Lord Southwell, 
Arthur Dobbs, James Douglas, Henry Douglas, and Rowland Frye, 
Efqrs. Capt. John Tomlinfon, Mr. Robert Macky, Mr. William Bowden, 
and l\1r. Samuel Smith, who was alfo their fecretary: but nothing was 
afterward done. 

There is a great advantage that the, European wefiern north latitudes 
have of the American eafiern north latitudes. Thus it may be obferved,. 
that in fifty degrees, for infiance, of :north latitude, in the north-eafl:erly 
parts of America, it is as cold as fixty degrees or upward of north latitude 
in the north-wefierly parts of Europe; becaufe the ocean and its mellovr 
vapour are to the windward of Europe; but a rude, frozen, and rigorous 
continent is to the windvvard of the other; which may be feen by the fol­
lowing im1ances : 

I·. From Churchill River Fort there was no going abroad without be-· 
ing frozen in winter: whereas in Torneo from Lapland in I 736, r;tearly 
under the polar circle, to invefijgate the length of a degree of latitude, 
there the French academicians, in the feverity of the winter, were fixty-· 
three days in the defert, procuring a complete fet of triangles. 

5 ~. The 
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2. The bottom ofHudfon's Bay is fcarcely habitable in winter, thono-h 
hardly {o far north as London, which has a moH agreeable air. 

0 

3· In the Orkneys *there is good wint~ring: barley, peafc., .and oats· 

cabbages, roots, and pot-herbs grow kindly; nor is there much fuow 0 ; 

ice, although the Orkneys are a little north of Churchill River. 

In the northern faB:ories, the great tha\vs begin the end of April; 
and the waters inland are frozen up from the ·beginning of October to the 

coming in of May. 

In North America, the people judge of the inc1emencies of their fevera{ 

climates , by the times of the flights of their paffage-birds.: wild o-eefe 

and fwans fly fouthward about the beginning of OCtober, and fly n~nh­
ward about the beginning of May. 

· The deer are very large in thefe parts, fame from twelve to thirteen 

hands high. I-Iere' are alfo white bears, foxes, hares., and rabbits, which in 

OCtober change their native colour, fo as to become fnow-whi.te, and 

continue fo for fix n1onths, until the feafon produces a new coat. The 

fame happens to the partridge; befide which, there are fwans, ducks of 

feveral kinds, and other water-fowl. 

1n tbeir meadows they have only mofs, forrel, and fcurvy-grafs. There 

is feldom a night in winter without an aurora borealis; -and the wind 

blows from the north-weft about nine months in the year. The cold fogs 

and mifis alfo damp the pleafure of their iliort fummers; and they have 

nine months ice and fnow. 

As to the Indians, their manners, cnfioms, language, government, 

and religion, are much the fame with the Indians of Canada; and La 

Hontan has defcribed them very naturally, excepting that he has raifed 

Nature, and made her too delicate in this barbarous clime., 

The Ind1ans about Rupert's River, and other places in the bay, are 

more fimp1e than thofe of Canada, \vho have had lono-er commerce \vith 

the Europeans : they are generally peaceable, and n~t given to quarrel 

with themfelves or others, except the Nodways, a wild barbarous people, 

on the borders of Hudfon's Streights. The Indians of certain diftriB:s, 

* "' Here th~ Hudfon's Bay fh_ips ~all_ in to hire men and boys at 5 to 20]. fterling per 
2nnum, accord1ng to the years of theu· mtended continuance. They are called north-weft 
meCh" Douglas, vol. i. p. 283. 

bounded 
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bounded by I. ·ticubr rhrers, have each an Okimah or captain over them, 
held in eftce n for his prudence and experience. He has no authority 
but hat t 1ey thin- fit to give him upon certain occafions. l-Ie is their 
fpeech-m ker to th ~ Eng1ifh; as alfo in their own ferious debates, when they 
meet eYery f ring an l f , 1 , to fettL the difpofition of their quarters for 
hunting, fo\,·ling, and t1iliing. Each family has its boundaries adjufled, 
,~hich d1ey feldom quit, unlefs they have little fuccefs, and then they join 
' itl1 fome fu cef:' ful family. Every man has commonly two wives, whmn 
they keep in great fubjettion, and make them aa all kinds of flavery; 
"·hile the In n only hunt and kill the game, 

Their notions of religion arc very fimple; for they aff'crt, there are ' 
nvo mon toes or fpirits; that the one fends all the good things they have, . 
and the other all the bad. Their worfhip con!lfl:s in fongs and dances at 
their feafl:s, in honour of the moneto"'s who have favoured them: but if 
they are fick or fiarved, they hang fome little bauble on the top of a 
pole near their tent, to pacify, as they conceive, the fpirit offended. 

Let the learned h'ly all the fine things that wit, art, and · eloquence can 
infpire them with, of the fimplicity of pure Nature, its beauty and inno­
cence; thefe poor people are a · glaring infiance, that this reputed inno­
cence is abfolute ftupidity; this pretended beauty a ftrong deformity, . 
which puts-the human fp~cies on an equal footing with the beafl:s of the 
chace. 

It is worth obferving; that the French had · fo good an optmon of 
their American colonies, as to take not only all lawful, but all unlawful 
means to preferve and enlarge them, contemptible as they were in 
themfelves; whereas the Eng!ifh had been as. negligent of theirs as if they­
were not ·worth· keeping; 

The Chevalier de Troyes, on the 8th of July 1 686, came before the 
fort of Albany River, where the governor then refided; and, after fome. 
defence, a capitulation was made, and a treaty concluded upon. The 
fort was accordingly furrendered ; but the French p!lid little regard to the 
articles of-capitulation. 

King vVilliam Ill. in his declaration of war againft the French King, 
took this particular notice of de Troyes' invading Hudfon's ~ay, and 
defiroying the Engliih faCtories there, as the French had d?ne 1n other 
places: '' But that the French King ihould invade our Chanbbee H1ands, 
and poifefs himfelf of our territories of the province of New York am} 

Vo L II. I i Hudfon's . 
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Hudfon's Bay, in a hofiile manner; feizing our forts, burning our fub ... 
jeB:s iliips, and enriching his people with the fpoil of their goods and 
merchandizes ; detaining feme of our fubjec1s under the hardfhip of im­
prifonment, caufing others to be inhumanly killed, and driving the reil: to 
fea in a fmal1 veifel, are aCtions not becoming even an enemy; and yet 
he was fo far from declaring hirnfclf fo, that at that very time he was 
negociating here in England, by his niinifters, a treaty of neutrality and 
good corre1pondence in A1nerica.'' 

This infult was retaliated in I 6g6 b·r the Eng1iih: the articles of refur­
render are too prolix and numerous to be inferted here; but by the peace 
Qf Utrecht it was ordered as follows : 

" Article X. The mofl: Chrifiian King ihall refiore to the kingdom and 
Qleen of Great Britain, to be po~etied in full right for ever, the Bay and 
Streights of Hudfon, together with all lands, feas, fea-coa.fi-s, rivers and 
-places fituated in the faid Bay and Streights, and which belong thereto; no 
-tracts of .Iand or fea being excepted, 'vhich are at prefent poifeifed by the 
fubjeB:s of France: all which, as well as any buildings there made; and 
likewife all fortreifes there ereCted, either before or fince the French feized 
:the fame, iliall, within fix months of the ratification of this treaty, or 
Jooner, if poffible, be ·well and truly delivered to the Eritiili fubject:s, hav­
ing commiffion frmn the OEeen of Great Britain to demand and receive 
the fame, intire and undemoliilied, together with all the cannon -and can­
·non-ball which are therein, as alfo with a quantity of powder, if it be 
there found in proportion to the cannon-ball, and with the provifion of 
war ufually belonging to cannon. It is, hawever, provided, that it may be 
·intirely free for the company of ~ebec, 4nd all other fubjetts of the .moft 
Chrifiian King whatfoever, to go by land or by fea, whitherfoever they 
pleafe, out of the lands of the faid Bay, together with all their good~ 
·merchandizes, arm·s, and effeCts. 

" Article XI. The moft Chrifiian King Ihall take -care tbat fatisfaB:ion 
be given, according to the rule of jufiice and equity. to the Englifh com­
pany, traders to Hudfon's Bay, for all damJge and fpoil done to their 

.-colonies, ilii ps, perfons and goods, by the hoftile incurfions and depreda­
tions of the French in time of p ace." 

Thefe northern countries produce nothing wanted in Great Britain, and 
are intirely unfit for the purpofe of cultivation, as appears not only from the 
nature and reafon of things, but from the experience of more than a century 
and a half. Neither the foil nor the climate will admit of any improvements, 

.. and 



NEW BRITAIN AND HUDSON''s BAY. 

and there is nothing to be done againfi Nature. The length _a·nd feverity 
. of the wint ·"rs, the late and backward fprings, ind fhortnefs of the fum­
me -fea on, are unavoidable obfiacles· to all improvements in agriculture. 
\V er they to make any thing but the neceifarics of life in their fhort fum ­
mer , they would all periih in their long and hard winters, which laft for 
five or :flx months, and longer in the northern parts. 

Thefe fevere colds are·occafioned by the violent north-weft winds, blow­
ing from the frozen regions of Hudfon's Bay, which rage with fuch fury 
all o ~er the continent, that they bring the climate of Hudfon's Bay even 
to Yirginia and Carolina by one blafi; and as thefe winds blow with 
o-reat violence about the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, they occafion a 
fecond winter, as it is called, at that time of the year, when a war~n 
fpring might be expeCted in the latitude of thefe northeTn colonies, which:. 
lie between forty and forty-three degree~-
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Situation and extent of this province. Grant to Sir William Alexatz.:~·, · in 
1621. French Jettlements, and different revolutions there, until the 
province was .ceded to Great Britain by the treaty of U trecbt in f 7 I 3-, 
and confirmed by Jubfequent treaties. 

N OVA SCOTIA, or New Scotland, comprehending Acadia, 
.is bounded by the Bay and River of Saint Lawrence on the north-. 

eaft and north-weft; by the Atlantic Ocean on the eaft ; by the fame 
ocean and the Bay of Fundi on the foE th; and by patt of Canada, and 
part of New England 0n the weft; lying between 43° and sI 0 of north 
latitude, and between 6 3 ° and 70° of weft lon-gitude; being about soo 
miles in length from north to fouth, and about 300 mile-s from eaft to weft-.. 

This country was called Nova Scotia by Sir Wiiliam Alexander~ fecn;c. 
tary of fl:ate for Scotland; who obtained a royal grant on the 1oth of Sep-­
tember I 6sn. He was afterward created Lord Alexander, Vifcount of 
Canada_, and Earl of Stirling in I 633· The French called it L' Acadie, an 

abbreviation 
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abbreviation or corruption of Arcadia, in the Morea of Gree~e: but until 
the year 1749 it could not be called a colony, becaufe it was only an im­
potent Britiili garrifon in an ill-regulated French fett1ement . .. 

The :French had early' fettlements in Nova Scotia; and in 1613 Captain 
Argol from Virginia vifited Port Royal and Saint Croix, from whence he 
bro1 ght away two French ve£fels. M. Biencourt was then governor of 
Port P ... oyal: Argol broke up fome French fettlements ip Sagadahock and 
L'A.cadie, called part of New France, or Terra Canadenfis. Afterward 
the country north of Saint Lawrence River retained this name only;· and 
this expedition of Argol's made way for the patent granted to Sir 'Vil­
liam Alexander, who admitted fome a£fociates in 1623, and they fentover 
a fhip with fome fettlers; but they all returned to England the fame year,. 
and the French proceeded in their fettlements. 

King Charles I. in 1625, upon his marriage with the Princefs Hen. 
rietta-Maria of France, relinquifhed Nova Scotia to the French; fince­
which there have been many revolutions in the property and- dominion 
of it." 

• 
r. In 1627 and 1628, Sir David Kirk and his affociates, upon a pri­

vate adventure, but com miffioned by the crown of England, conquered the 
French fettlements in Canada and Nova Scotia_; after which patents were 
obtained, whereby the lands called Canada, north of the River of Saint 
Lawrence, were granted to Sir David Kirk; and all the land called Nova 
Scotia, fouth of that river, were confirmed to Sir \Villiam Alexander. 

Q. Sir Wil1iam fold the property to M. Ciaude d·e la Toure d'Aunay, a 
French protefiant; and England ceded it to France by treaty in I 632. 

3· Ofiver Cromwell fent Co1onel Sedgwick to reduce it in r 6 54, and it 
was co?firmeJ to Englaad by treaty in I 6 s 5; but l.I. St. Eilienne, fon_ 
and he1r of Claude de la Toure m-ade out his claim, and had the property 
furrendered to him. Afterward he fold that property to Sir Thomas. 

_1'emple, who was governor, and in poifcffion of the property until r662, 
when it was delivered up to the French; who built a ftockaded fort at Port 
Royal, and another at Saint John's River. 

4· The French of L' Acadie being tronbiefome neiO'hhour , Colonel 
~.hipps invaded them from New England in 16go, and ~educed the inha­
bitant~ to the fubjetlion of England: but by the treaty of Ryfwick in 
169 7 It .was receded to France. 

5 l\1ajor-
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l\1ajor Cht.rch in I 704, with five hundred volunteers, vifited Penob­
fcot, PaiEun:1quacly, and Les Mines: they brought ofF one hundred pri­
foners; but attempted Port Royal in vain. 

In 1 7c6 Captain Rowfe of Charles Town made a ridiculous attempt 
upon Anna olis: but in I 7c8 an expedition from New England was 
un rtJ.k n againft Port Royal, under Colonel March, which had no 
effea, al hough attempted with two regiments of militia, and two .fhips 
of ' r. Anoth r attempt was made by Colonel Nicholfon in I 710, 
w·hich fucceeded, and the country was confirmed to Great Britain by the 
treaty of Utrecht, and thus it remains to this day, reconfirmed by the 
treaty of 1748, and finally ceded in 1763. 

Annapolis was not much bettered in <:hanging its name; but the reduc­
tion of this country was indubitably a good piece of fervice; becaufe Port 
Royal was then a nefi of privateers, and a Dunkirk to the American 
trade; be tde, it was the head:quarter from whence parties of French and 
Indian i ued out, and fell upon the parts of New England. 

This made it of fuch importance to the Englifh *, that it was well for 
them the French had little opinion of it; for the managers of the Utrecht 
treaty would haYe cotnplied with yielding the country up. Indeed, it 
was then thought inhofpitable, unfufceptible of cultivation, and rude., 
Time evinces the contrary, in fome eminent degree. 

Colonel Nicho1fon went to Eng1and, and was appointed governor of 
Nova Scotia and Annapolis Royal; as alfo commander of all the Britiih 
·forces there, and in Newfoundland. 

~ See Dummer, 

C :HA P. 
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A particular d~fcription of the c-ountry. 

A s to the COtl ntry of Nova Scotia in general, its harbours are fo nume-­
rous and fine, as not to be exceeded in any part of the world. It· 

abounds with fahnon, trout, eels, and feveral·other forts of ftefh-water· 
fiih; with .a great plenty of wild-fowl' of different forts. Its woods are 
flocked with deer, rabbits, and an uncommon· variety of furred animals; 
particularly bears. Its foil is very fertile, producing all kinds of grain· 
and provifions.. The country is covered with aib, beech, elm, cedar, . 
maples, firs, and · pines, fit for naval ufes. It alfo abounds with lime-· 
ftones and fine q~wrries for building.-

Cape Breton, _lying a little. to the eafl:ward of that traCl, is neither fo· 
fertile nor fo capable of improvement; as it is rocky, fieri le, and cold;· 
abounding neither with furs, or timber for building of !hips. Its princi­
pal, if not only advantage, confified in its fituation and harbours, which · 
were in the center of alL the fiihing-banks on the North Americarr . 
coafis 71~ . 

We have been auttienticall y told, that there. is very little difference 
in the temperature of the air in the feveral parts of New England; fo its 
feveral produB:s, and aptnefs for different improvements, vary but in a 
few particulars ; the fou thermnoft being beft for corn; the northern for­
grazing, and affording a tnuch greater quantity of timber -and fiih. 

The Weft India iilands are furni1hed from the northern colonies with 
horfes and feveral kinds of live ftock; alfo flour, bread, peafe, falted beef, 
and pork; codfiili, mackarel, and herrings; cyder and but~er; onions, 
oil, and turpentine; fbips, timber, mafis, yards, planks, boards, ihingles, 
fta yes, and hoops. 

In thefe colonies, the lands which were a1ready c1eared of timber, and 
improved for till age and· pafiure, were far from yielding fuch profit to 
the owner, as they were capable of, for want of manuring, and being 
properly fubdivided into fmaller allotments, which the great price of 
labour made impraQ:icable: but as Nature has furniihed the country with 

• Mr. Little, p. 33• 
feveral 
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feveral forts of marle and fea-ware, whenever the farmer has been able to 
enrich the foil with them, the produce of his lands has paid his expence, 
and greatly raifed their value; yet, by reafon of the fcarcity of labourers, 
fe~ can bear the charge of fu~h a neceffary cultivation: but, by increafing 
thetr number, the country m1ght be enabled to do it, and confequently to 
fupply the W efi India iilands at a cheaper rate. 

It was imagined, that any confiderable number of inhabitants, fettled 
on the uncultivated lands in r\ova Scotia, would not be able to f~rnifh 
themfelves with proyifions for the firft year: but as the country is full 
of fine harbours, lakes, and rivers; the lands well covered with timber; 
and the fea-coaft plentifully flocked with filh and wild-fowl, it would foon 
be in their power to fupport themfelves *· 

Farther, it was faid, that it would be of great confequence to the firft 
fettlers in Nova Scotia, that, in clearing and fubduing their lands, they 
would be paid for their labour, by converting their produce into ihip­
timber, mafis, planks, deal-boards, fhingles, fiaves, and hoops; all which 
might be carried from their plantations to market, by veffels that 'would 
fupply them with horfes, cattle, fwine, and other necefTaries, to fiock 
their improved lands. That, with thefe advantages, it was eafy to fore­
fee how foon it was pracricable to bring forward new fettlements in 
a country which was fo well furnilhed with fupplies, and was fo near 
Bofton, a market that would always take off their produce, and foon 
enable them to raife their provifions, build their houfes, and frock their 
plantations; fo as in a few years to export many valuable commodities 
in vefTels of their own, while they were promoting the trade of the 
colony: which atl:ually proved true. 

But the zeal and attachment of the Nova Scotians to the Romifh faith, 
it was thought would always prevent the fettlement of Protefiants in the 
-country, unlefs it was done in compacr bodies, and under the cover of 
fortifications; but until this was accomplifhed, it could no more be faid 
that the province belonged to the Crown of Great Britain, becallfe it was 
poffeffed of Annapolis Roya1, than of the kingdom of Spain, from our 
pofreffion of Gibraltar. It was thought therefore abfolute1y neceffary, 
for the fafety and intereft of the Britifh co1onies, th~t fome fpee?y and 
effetl:ual meafures were taken to put thefe Nova Scqttans on a different 

• The French King had commonly defrayed the charge of tranfpo~ting his fubj__eB:s to ~m~­
rica and mai r. taining them a year after their arrival: therefore the tnterefl of Great Bntam 
nev~r called for a more neceifary ex pence than that of fettling Nova s,otia with Protefrants. 

VoL. n. K k footing, 
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footing, or to remove them: the latter could not well be done at that 
time, though it was afterward; and the former in nothing better than by 
encouraging a confiderable number of foreign Proteftants, and others, to_ 
fettle among them; which was more effectually done by Britilli emi­
grants. This would not only be of immediate fervice, but in a few years 
would produce Yarious good effeQs; for, as the country abounded with 
pines and furs, it would be ea pable of fupplying Great Britain with the 
finefi deal-boards and timber of all kinds, in veffels of its own, which 
were then imported from Norway and the Baltic in foreign bottoms, and 
drained the nation of immenfe fums of money. This was not only prac­
ticable on the firfi fettlement of the country, but in the courfe- of a few 
years would become an ufeful and permanent branch of bufinefs. If 
none of thefe good confequences enfued, yet fettling the province with 
Protefiants was of the greatefi importance, as the French would other­
wife continue to fupport their own inhabitants until they exceeded the 
number, and were of more confequence than thofe of Canada. It re-

. quired no long time to effeCt this, in a country whofe inhabitants were 
not only very healthful, but very prolific. Surely then it muft be deemed 
impolitic to fuffer fuch a colony of French bigots to be reared up under 
the kindly influence of a Britifh adminifiration, to maffacre the Engliih 
Protefiants whenever the popiili. priefl: ihould confecrate the knife. In 
the mean time, they had on all occafions man_ifefl:ed a contempt of the 
Britiili government when they could do it with impunity, or were too­
remote to fear the refentment of that garrifon. It therefore highly con­
cerned Great Britain that fome fieps might be taken to prevent their 
future growth and defection: but it "''as difficult to attempt, and almoft 
impoffible to effect, their removal, without bloodihed; and if they were 
difpoifdfed, it was then apprehended they would remove to Canada: but 
this was afterward precluded by proper preventive means. 

Their efl:ates were held by patent from the French King, for which 
they paid a fmall acknowledgment: their right \Vas referved to them by 
the artides of capitulation at the reduction of Annapolrs, and was finally 
l!'atified by the treaty of Utrecht: but as no civil government had ever 
been efiablifhed, they had no more to do vvith their new mafiers than to 
pay their quit-rent, which in the whole province did not amount to forty 
pounds a year. · 

When the form of government was efiabliilied:> the infirucrions to the 
governor and council were copied from. thofe of Virginia; whereby the 
power of granting lands was vefied in then1, ·and refl:ric:ted to fuch con­
ditions as proved a great difcouragement to the colonifts ; for the pa-

A tentee Af 



N 0 V A S C 0 T I A. 

tentee 'ras ~1ot only obliged to pay a penny fierling per acre for the whole, 
but was fubjeB: to a penny more w} enever the government 1hould demand 
it; and unlefs he had built a houfe, and brought part of his lands under 
improvement, within three years from the date of his grant, he forfeited 
l1is title. This, attended with the confiant obfiruetions, which both the 
French and Indians had made to any Protefiant fettlements, when com­
p~red on the. eafy t~rms upon v'hich lands were g.ranted in other parts of 
North Am nca, ev1 lently accounted for the fituatwn of the colony. But 
fince it was apparently for the public intereft, that the growing fbte of 
thoie Nova Scotians flwuld be checked ; that they !hou1cl either be ren­
der d ufefu1, or prevented from becoming dangerous to the other colonies, 
it was thought thi could not be more effeCtually done than by ereCling 
fuch fortifications as would keep their mofi populous towns in fubjeetion, 
and at the fame time ferve as a protection to the propofed fettlements in 
the colony; a 1nore particular defcri ption of which feems neceffary to 
elucidate the plan that was afterward adopted, purfued, and executed, 
under the direB:ion and proteclion of the Earl of Halifax *. 

About feventeen leagues north from Cape Sable, the entrance of the 
Bay of Fundi commences, where it is about twenty leagues wide; and 
extending near forty leagues, divides itfelf into two branches; one of 
which terminates in feveral rivers, that difcharge themfelves into Minas 
Bay; and the other running more northerly to ChigneCto, forms an ifih­
mus of that name, between this branch and the Bay of Vert, which 
empties itfelf in the Gulph of Saint Lawrence. 

Twelve leagues frmn that entrance, on the fouth fide of the Bay, lies 
the Gut of Annapolis, which is about three-quarters of a mile wide and 
half a league in length, on each fide of which the land is very mountain­
ous and rocky. The tides are fo impetuous, as often to render this a 
dangerous paffage for large veffels; but when they are once in, a mofl: 
delightful harbour prefents itfelf in view, called the Bafon ?f Annapolis, 
from the gradual declivity of the lands furrounding it, being about three 
leagues in length from north-eafl: to fouth-wefl:, and two in breadth, with 
fafe and commodious anchorage in mofi: parts of it for a numerous fleet 
of iliips t. Upon its fouth fide are two fmall rivers of little confequ~nce, 
and the land is mountainous and rocky. On the north-eafl: fide a little 

• It had always been found impraB:icable to fettle in Nova Scotia withou.t entering into a 
contefl: with the French, who cla1med the fpot; and if that failed, the Ind1ans were fure to 
challenge the property as lords of the whole: and indeed it was difficult to determine what 
right the inhabitants had, or how extenfive it was, without a fpecial inquiry and furvey. 

t " All the lhips in England," fays Mr. Little, p. 53· 
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Hland forms the entrance of Annapolis River, which continues navigable 
for large veffcls on that courfe about ten leagues. At the mouth of this 
river were feveral fmall French villages, from whence it is about two 
leagues to A nnapolis Royal; which fiands, on a point of land, formed by 
this, and another fmall n ver that ranges about fouth-eaft .. 

The fituation of this fortrefs being elevated fixty or feventy feet above· 
the level of the river, and ftanding on its bank, renders an attack from· 
fhips a1mofi impraCticable; becaufe the firength of the tides makes it dif­
ficult for then1 to tnoor, unlefs it be in the eddy, or counter-tide, which· 
brings them too near the iliore to do execution. As it is -fituated on a, 
level with the campaign, there was nothing to prevent the regular ap· 
proaches of an enemy on two fides of the garrifon. Upon both fides of • 
this river, feveral pleafant villages were fcattered for thirty miles; con-· 
taining about three hundred families, who, being awed by the garrifon, , 
were the moft tractable inhabitants in the colony. 

Annapolis is fvuated in 44 ° and 40' of north latitude; it lies upon a· 
fine bafoh, where the tide is twenty;..three feet; but the rapid tides in the 
Bay ofFundi n1ake a difficult navigation. From_ Cape Anne, near Bofion· 
harbour, to Cape Sable, are eighty-feven leagues; and from Cape Sable · 
to Annapolis are thirty leagues; but it has been failed in ~wenty-four_ 
hours. 

On the fouth-eafi Gde of the Bay of Fundi, about thii·ty feagues from­
the entrance of Annapolis, is the Bay of Minas; a name derived from­
the report of fome valuable tnines having been difcovered in its neighbour­
hood; being twelve leagues in length, and three in breadth; into which­
the Rivers Canard, Caobegat, Pifegat, and' others, difcharge themfelves~ 

Upon the other branch, and at the, head' of the Bay, are feveral vil­
lages; and about three leagues up a deep and narrow river, fiands the · 
town of ChigneCl:o, or: ChigneClico; a corruption, as it is faid, from Le · 
Chignon du Col. There were about two hundred families· in this place:.­
the country is very healthy and pleafant; furrounded with fine-meadows, 
which on its weft fide are more extenfive than any thing of the kind in· 
this part of the world·: it abounds with rivers, that at high-water are· 
n avig~ble for large veffels: to the northward of this place runs the moft 
rapid and the lbngefi branch of the Bay of Fundi, about north north-eaft. 
iuto the main:-land, which the French called Gafpafia, where were fome· 
fmall villages; but on . account of the badnefs of its navigation, they · 
w e.re little known •. 

Unon'. 
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Upon the no~th fide of the Bay, about eight leagues below ChigneB:o, 
a~d upon a navigable river, lies a village called Chipotee, which contained 
about feventy ~amili s ; from whence, about forty leagues afford neither 
harbour nor .nver that _is navigable fo r large veifels; the fea-coafi being 
very mountamous, and :fkirted with rocks and precipices, affords a difa.,. 
greeable profpeB: to navigators . 

. North fro~ the en try of Annapolis lies the fine River of Saint John; · 
wtth a capacrous road for :£hips at its entrance; on the north fide of which 
is a narrow !height, not a pifl:ol-ihot over, through which there is no · 
paffin-g but at the top of the tide, when the water is upon a level; -at other · 
times, the fall is fo conGderable, efpecial1y at low-water, as . to make a 
defcent of near thirty feet, being lined on both fides by a folid rock, and · 
having more than forty fathoms of water-in the middle. This river fpreads 
itfelf about half a mile in breadth, and w.ith a gentle current toward its 
outlet admits of a delightful navigation for large :£hips fifty or fixty miles • 
into the country, and much farther for fmaller veifels. From its feveral: 
branches the Indians traverfe this vafl: part of the continent, by tranf- · 
parting their canoes by land acrofs fome :fhort fpaces, called by them 
carrying-places. Here, in I 748, were no 'more than four; French fami- ­
lies; the forces from New England having defl:royed all their fettlements, , 
fe that ~oft of the inhabitants removed to. the other fide of the Bay •. 

A few leagues farther wefiward .are feveral fine harbours, among which ' 
is harbour L'Etang, fo called from its refemblance of a Pond, as it is., 
furrounded with high lands; its entry being deep, narrow, free from . 
danger., and its furface always unruffled. This is near the River· Saint ­
Croix, the wefl:ern boundary of the province; frC?m whence to New. 
Hampiliire, the fea-coaft is covered with i£Iands that ahnoft form a con- · 
tinuecf harbour. for near. two hundred miles. 

From the entrance ·into~ the Bay- of Fundi to Cape Sable, tnere are fev.e­
ral fine rivers and harbours, and two villages. From Cape Sable, fo · 
called from the fand-banks on its ihore, to Canfo, the iilands and har- · 
hours are fo numerous as not to adinit of either defcription or mention; · 
but the m oft confiderable were ChebuB:o, Malega£h, Port Roffignol, Port . 
Mutton, Port le Have, Port Rozoir, Lifcombes harbour, Canfo, and 'others-, 
which then ferved only as a retreat to fi:fhing ve£fe1s, and others, in bad ' 
weather, or to wood and water. A few {haggling favages, · who :fhifted · 
tneir habitations as the feafons for fiiliing and hunting varied, were the: 
only in]labitants. upon this ex ten five coaft •. 

Eroml 
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From Canfo, a navigable {height, called from it the Gut of Canfo, parts 
the ifland of Cape Breton f~om the continent, and leads into the Bay of 
Saint Lawrence ; on the fouth-wefl: fide of which is Tatamagauche, a 
very good harbour, where the French formerly received their fupplies of 
cattle and provifions from the Nova Scotians for Louifuurgh ; and it was 
one of the fafeft and ihortefl: communications they could have with thofe 
inhabitants. 

From thence, about ten leagues north-weft, lies the Bay of Vert, before­
mentioned, on which and the eafl:ern fide of the province, as far as the 
n1outh of Canada River, lies a great variety of fine rivers and harbours, 
little known at that time, as no perfon had been employed by the govern­
nlen t to attempt a particular difcovery of them. 

Frmn this defcription of the country, feveral places appeared neceffary 
to be fortified, of which the moft convenient, as well as thofe which were 
moft commodious for bringing forward the propofed fettlements, were 
pointed out as follows: 

Canio and ChebuB:o, upon the fea-coafi of this province, naturally pre­
fented themfelves hrfi to confideration; the former from its having been 
a long time improved in the fiihery, and having once had a -wooden block­
houfe, as alfo a fmall detachtnent of troops for its proteCl:ion: the latter 
fE>r its fpacious and fine harbour, having on this account been made the 
rendezvous of Duke d'Anville's fquadron. 

Canfo was conveniently fituated for the cod-fi!hery; yet claimed the 
preference to the latter only for haying been earlier known, and already 
improved : but ChebuCl:o greatly exceeded the former in feveral refpeas, 
as to its fituation, its harbour, and aptitude for agriculture. 

Its fituation was fuch, that it had a ihort and eafy communication by 
land with all the fettlements on the Bay of Fundi; was equally com­
modious for the fifhery with Canfo; and was tnore in the way of all ihips 
paffing to and fr01n Europe to New England, that might occafionally, or 
by firefs of weather, fee~ a port for ihelter or relief. 

Its harbour gave place to none in the world; and by its natural form, 
with an ifland at its entrance, was capable of being welt defended by a 
regular fortification. 

Its 
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Its foil exce:ded that of Canfo; and by th vicinity of feveral fine har­
bours, muft afford grca t conveniencies to the firfi inhabitants; which par­
ticular adv tltJges it might boafl: beyond any oth~r place on that fide. 

7hcr as C· nfo, though then poffeirecl for near fo ·ty years, could ihe Y 

no impr Yem nts but upon fome fmall if1ands, which produced little more 
than a few kitchen gard ns; beflde, its harbour was complained of, as 
not being defended from hard gales of wind; had a very rocky and dif­
ficult entra 1ce, and tl1e communication from thence to the inland parts 
of the province '\vas through Chebucto or Tatamagauche. This laft feemed 
al[i to cL im fome ihare of attention, and was thought, upon a cri ical 
furv y, that it might be found fuitable for a fettlcment. 

Leaving this G. de, and the fea -coaft of the province, we ihould return 
to the Bay of Fundi again, where the foil and manner of improving lands 
diffet fron1 all other parts of North America; and where two or three 
different fortrefles would there be neceffary to awe the French and In-­
dians, as alfo to protect the propofed fettlements from their infults. 

In all parts of this Bay, the rivers are of great length and very nume­
rous. The ebbing and flowing of the tides is from four fathom at the 
entrance to ten or eleven at the head of its longefi branches. Between 
their banks and the verge of the upland, are fine and large tracts of falt 
rnarih, in many places extending_ themfelves upon a plain for thirty or 
forty miles without interruption. In the Bays of Minas, Chignetl:o, and 
their branches, were millions of acres never improved. 

The French, to fave themfeives the labour of fubduing the lands that 
were covered with forefi-wood, and interfperfed with moraffes, furrounded 
part of thefe marfhes with dykes,¥, without which they would often be 
flowed at high-water, and always by fpring tides: they were afterward 
ploughed up; produced all kinds of grain in three years; and when fal­
lowed ran into fine grafs. This land, by reafon of its natural richnefs, 
required little manu ring; .and was not o?ly eafy of tillage, but aff?rded 
a beautiful profpect: their gardens, with fome patches for particular 
u[es, being all the upland they had under improvement. 

It was obvim. s from this account, which feemed far from being exag­
~erated, that no country was better calculated to yield an eafy fupport to:· 

fts infant colonies, with more certainty and lefs labour, and affording­
them a comfortable fubfifience in the intermediate tiw~e. 

'*This term by cufl:om was applicable to. the bank as well as the ditch .,; and was alwa-y2. 
1.1fed for both in Nova. Scotia. -
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The h1gh lands which lie commonly near the fides of the fea-coafi and 
the Bay of Fundi are rocky, and covered chiet1y with firs; but produced 
plenty of grafs when brought under cui ti vation The level country is 
cov"' red with feveral other kind of wood ufeful in building; and when 
fubdued and fitted for tillage, difcovers a fine rich mould, producing all 
things in perfeCtion that are natural to the climate. This will ferve as a 
.general defcription of the province; for although fome parts of the 
Cape Sable and Canfo fhores are rocky and unfit for tillage, they are in­
termixed with valuable traCts of low lands, navigable rivers, and many 
iflands, where fifh may be taken all the year, as the harbours are feldom 
obftruB:ed with ice. 

On the north fide of this Bay, Saint John's River feemed to be the fitteO: 
·place for ereCting a fortrefs, and making a fettlement. About fifty miles 
from its entrance, the moft judicious and confiderable, though not the 
moft numerous tribe of Indians on this "part of the continent were fettled; 
and in the war of 17 44 had a flight fortification ereCted by the French for 
their defence. 

Here the land is fertile, and lies nearly on a level very far into the 
country; having a gradual declivity only toward the river, that ferves to 
direCt the courfe of £everal large branches into its fides. 

By the information of the natives, the inland parts of this country are 
capable of the higheft improvements: and although there is little mar!h­
land, the goodnefs of the foil makes ample amends for the want of it; 
befide, there were no claims of any fignificancy to prevent the fettlement 
of it. 

In order to fhew what places in the Bay of Fundi were moO: proper to 
be fortified, it was thought nece!fary to begin with this, as it is not only 
a valuable cquntry, but is comtnodioufly fituated for the fiihery. From 
'hence the direCt intercourfe with Canada was maintained through the 
:coun.try, and continued acrofs the Bay to Minas and Annapolis, from 

. which places it is not more than twenty leagues diftant. 

Within and near the {height, the land feemed conveniently elevated to 
ereCl a fortrefs that would command the entrance; and, in time of war, a 
boom-chain would effeCtually fecure the pa!fage. This place might not 
only ferve to proteCl fhips in the road below, but would be a fufficient 
.de re ~e to a new fettlement; and, if properly garrifoned, might cut off 
.the cvrre~ponuence between the Nova Scotians and ~ebec. 

h 
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It was apprehended, that the Indians of the Saint John's tribe might 
· n this occafion attempt to interrupt a fettlement; but as they were in 
a fiate of hofiility with the Engliih, and by the treaty of Utrecht their 
lands were given up by the French to the Britilh crown, no peace ought 
to be concluded with them but upon diB:atorial terms; for they were 
aCtually the aggreffors, by joining the enemy in the fiege of Annapoiis, 
contrary to feveral treaties they formerly entered into with the pro­
vince of the Maifachufets Bay. 

From this place to ChigneB:o, the country has only two or three har­
bours, and but little known; but the fea-coaft was very mountainous, 
and the natives boafied of the fertility of the inland parts. 

ChigneB:o forming the peninfula, which the French called Acadie, was 
commonly mentioned as a neceffary place to be fortified, to cut off the 
communication of Canada in time of war, the Ifihmus not being there 
above two leagues wide. The foregoing reafon would have more weight, 
if the French tranfported any baggage or train with them upon thofe 
occafions ; but that was not practicable, and therefore they commonly 
croffed the rivers below in canoes with their fmall arms and ammunition; 
their larger fiores being hnded out of veffels from Canada at Tatama­
gauche. Several places here feemed well fi tuated for erecting a fortrefs ; 
u pon one of which, an eminence furrounded with marfh, and com­
manding both the river and the town, appeared to be the moft e1igible 
place for that purpofe : befide, it was well known that many of the in­
habitants of this place had actually born arms in conjunction with the 
French and Indians, and were concluded to be with them when they 
attacked the auxiliary troops at Minas in the winter of r 746. M. 
Jonquier, who commanded the French fleet at Chebucto after the 
Duke d' Anville's death, furniihed all perfons in the province, who 
were fit for fervice, with arms aRd ammunition, to affifi him in the re­
duCtion of Loui:fburg. 

From ChigneClo by land to Caobegat on the Bay of Minas it is near 
twenty leagues; and from thence to the town of that name it is near 
twenty. As Minas was then the principal place in the province, and 
the center of all the fettlements, it feems to require a more particular 
defcription, as following: 

. It was .compofed of forne villages and many farm-houfes, extending 
fix or eight miles in length, and, including fome towns a little more re- · 

VoL. H. L 1 mote, 

257 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F B R 1 T I S H A M E RICA .. 

mote, contained about 1 ooo families. It is x:ot hereby meant fo many 
houfekeepers, but fuch as would be thus denominated among the Engli!h ·;. 
for here it was cuftomary, when one of a family married, to enlarge the 
tnanfion-houfe; and, by the addition of new apartments, they made 
1·omn for the expeB:ed progeny. From this practice, it was- common t<J 
find three or four generations under one roof; and: it was computed they 
amounted to 7000 people. H;ad the inhabitant& been induftriol:ls, they 
might have produced immenfe quantities of corn; becaufe the foil of 
their mar!hes, being fubjeB: to the periodical overflowing of the fpring 
tides, was cmnpofed of the fat and !lime that had been waihed from the 
interior and mountainous parts of the country hy rains-, and the melting: 
of fnow for ages paft; upon which account, it admitted of a long im­
provement without any manure. 

Whenever it happened that any of their dykes were accidentally 
broken down, the overflowing of the tide rendered the mar!h incapable­
of bearing any corn for three years;, but afterward, by means of the· 
new recruit of falt which was incorporated with the mold, the foil was 
renewed, and produced as fine crops as ever. Thus nature feemed by 
accident to have pointed out a procefs, whereby its fertility was refiored, 
'vithout any expence to the owner; which lands, after fome years im­
provement, produced feveral kinds of grafs, and ferved' a.ll the various. 
ufes of . hu:lbandry. 

The inhabitants made a joint hufinefs of dj'king many extenfive traB:s, 
. which ferved firft as common fields ; and, being afterward fubdivided 

into frnaller allotments, were capable of improvements. 

Their dykes \vere made of large fods of madh cut up in fquare pieces-, 
And raifed about five feet higher than the common furface, of a compe­
tent thicknefs to withftand the force o( the tides, and foon grew verr 
firn1 and durable; being overfpread with grafs, and had commonly foot• 

·paths upon their fummit, which were both convenient and delightful. 

Upon the different branches of Minas Bay were fcattered feveral othet 
towns and villages, whofe inhabitants purfued the fatne methods of im­
proving their lands. 

There was one thing peculiar to thefe people, which fecured their 
allegiance during the war of I 7 44; that was, the dread of having their 
dykes cut down, and their e!l:ates deftroyed. They felt the fevere ef­

feCtS" 
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fetls ~f this praCtice before, when the lands were thus expo'icd by the 
New Engl~nd f~rces; the remembrance of which was ftrongly imprciTeJ 
on the old Inhabitants, and had a good effect on tQ.ei r pofterjty. 

l\1inas is fo fituated as to have a fhort and eafy commun1cation with 
·the extreme parts of the province, being within a day)s march of Che­
bu[to, on the fouthern fhore; and not farther by land from Annapolis; 
is about thirty leagues by water from Saint John's River, and not much 
farther frmn Tatamagauche. 

From this account of the country and its inhabitants, it appears tha t 
Minas was not then only confidered the beft part of it, but was mofi 
:properly fltuated as a metropolis. 

Nova Scotia was divided into feveral little d!fl:r~Ct:s, each of which an• 
-nually fent one deputy to be approved by the governor at Annapolis :1 

but there was, in faCt, no civil power, either leg.iflative or executiv-e. 

As the French were refiored to Cape* Breton, by the treaty of Aix ..-
1a-Chapdle in I 7 48, it was necdfary for the Engli{h to think of colo­
nizing their long neglec:ted fettlement of Nova Scotia. The Earl of 
Halifax promoted this valuable fcheme; and the lords commiffioners for 
·trade and plantations, in I 7 49, gave proper encouragement for fettling 
the colony, and efiablifhing a civil form of government in the province; 
whereby the new colonifts were to have a due proportion of_ land allotted 
to them, and to be fubfifled for twelve months after their arrival, with 
utenfils for hufbandry, and arms for their defence. The following were 
the particular terms, as dated at Whitehall, March 7, I 748-9. 

" That a propofal had been prefented unto his Majelly, for the efi:a­
bliiliing of a civil government in the province of Nova Scotia in North 
America, as alfo for the better peopling and fettling the faid province, 
-and extending and improving the fifhery thereof, by granting lands with­
~in the fame, and giving other encouragements to fuch of the officers and 
private men lately ~.ifmiffed. his M.ajefi:y's lan~ and ~ea fervi~e, as fh?uld 
be willing to fettle 1n the fa1d province: And h1s MaJefty hav1ng fign1fied 

• The Britilh parliament, in 174.7, '" Granted 235,749/. for reimburfing our American 
Colonies their expences in taking Cape Breton, as follows : to Maffachufets Bav 18J,649!. 
to New Hamplhire 16,355/. toConneCI:icut 28,863/. to Rhode Ifland 6,332/. and to James 
·Oiborn, Efq. 547/.~1 Hblfary aJ our National Debts and Taxes, part iv. p. 150. 

L 1 2 his 

2S9 



~6o 

' 

I-IISTORY OF BRITISH Al\1ERICA. 

his royal approbation of the purport of the faid propofais, the right 
honourable the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations did, by his 
Majefiy's command, give notice, that proper encouragements would be 
given to fuch of the officers and private men lately difmiifed his Majefiy's 
land and fea fervice, as were willing to accept of grants of lands, and to 
fettle, with or without families, in the province of Nova Scotia. 

" That fifty acres of land would be granted in a fee fimple, to every 
private foldier or feaman, free from the payment of any quit-rents or 
taxes, for the term of ten years ; at the expiration whereof, no perfon to 
pay n1ore than Is. per anmen;, for every fifty acres fo granted. 

I 

'' That a grant of ten acres, over and above the faid fifty acres, would 
be made to each private foldier or feaman having a family, for every 
perfon, including women and children, of which his family fhould con ... 
fifl:; and further grants made to them, on the like conditions, as their 
families ihould increafe, or in proportion to their abilities to cultivate the 
fame. 

" That eighty acres, on like conditions, would be granted to every 
officer, under the rank of enfign, in the land fervice, and that of lieute­
n ant in the fea fervice; and to fuch as had famil ies fifteen acres over and 
above the faid eighty acres, for every perfon of which their families 
:fhould confifl:. 

" That 200 acres, on like conditions, would. be granted to every en­
fi gn, 300 to every lieutenant, 400 to every captain, and 6oo to every 
offi cer above the rank of captain in the land fervice; as alfo the like 
quantity of 400 (\cres, and on the like conditions, to every lieutenant in 
the fea fervice, and 6oo acres to every captain; and to fuch of thofe 
officers as had families, a further grant of thirty acres would be made, 
over and above their refpeetive quotas, for every perfon of which their 
families fhould confifl:. 

" That the lands would be parcelled out' to the fettlers, as foon as pof­
fible, after their arrival, and a civil govenunent efiablifhed; whereby 
they would enjoy all the liberties, privileges, and immunities, enjoyed 
by his Majefty's fubjeB:s in any other of the colonies and plantations in 
America under his Majefiy's government ; and proper meafures would 
alfo be taken for their fecurity and proteCtion. 

1 ' That 
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'• That. all fu~h as . \~'ere willi n~ to accept of the above proporais, 

01ould, wtth thc1r famtlJes, be fubflited during their pafrage, as alfo for 

the fpace of twelve months after their arrival. 

'' That they iliould be furnifhed with arms and ammunition, as far 

a.s would.be judged neceffary for their defence; with a proper quantity 

of matena1s and utenfils for hufbandry, clearing and cultivatino- their 

lands, ereCling habitations, carrying on the fifhery, and fuch oth~r pur­

pof< s as fhould be neceffary for their fupport. 

" That all fuch perfons as were defirous of engaging in this fettle­

ment ibould tranfmit, by letter, or perfonally give in their names, fig­

nifying in what regiment or company, or on board what iliip they lafl: 

ferved; and if they had families, what number of perfons belonging to 

fuch families they intended to carry with them, difiinguiihing the age 

and quality of each perfon to any of the officers appointed to receive 

and enter the fame in the books open for that purpofe. And that proper 

notice would be given of the faid books being clofed, fo foon as the in-­

tended number ibould. be completed, or at latefi on the 7th of April. 

'"' That it was propofed, that the tranfports fhould be ready to receive ­

fnch perfons on board on the I oth of April, and be ready to fail on· the 

;zoth; and that timely notice would be given of the place or places . 

to whi-ch fuch perfons were to repair in order to embark. 

" That, for the benefit of the fettlement, the fame conditions thaL 

were propofed to private foldiers and feamen, fhould likewife be granted -

to carpenters, ibipwrights, fmiths, mafons, joiners, brickmakers, brick­

layers, and· all other artificers neceifary in building or hufbandry, not 

being pi"ivate foldiers.or feamen. 

u · That the fame conditions as were propofed· to thofe who had· ferved' 

in the capacity of enfign, fhould extend to all furgeons, whether they 

had been in his Majefiy's fervice or not, upon their producing proper.. 

.certificates of their being duly qualified.~' 

It was then forefeen that the Bay pf ChebuClo and- the river that fa11s· 

into it would become the principal port of Nova Scotia, and the feat of 

its metropolis. Nor was it forgot that thefe new Adventurers wo~ld be 

altogether free from the difficulties which ufually attended others 1n the 

like circumftances. Th~y were not going in fearch of an unknown 
country 



-country to fettle in; no new feas to explore, or untrodden climates to 
wander in; no inhabitants to fight with 2nd drive away, and very little, 
if any, uncertainty to encounter with. On the _contrary, they were t<) 
fet out to a country long fince difcovered, well known, and familiar to 
nuny Eng1ifhmen, within the moderate diftance of fix weeks fail from 
-London; in a great meafure :{ettled and peop1ed already with Europeans, 
to the number of 7000 or 8ooo, and confequently improved in fame. 
proportion; a wholef01ne climate, well agreeing with a Britifh confi:i .. 
tution, abounding with all neceifaries of -life, the feas and rivers with 
fiores of excellent fiili, and the woods with plenty of all kinds of game; 
the :foil ·very capable of .improvement, infomuch that the hufbandmaa 
and fifher ·man might well vie with each other for fucce(s in their refpec ... 
tive vocations, and fet their indufiry in competition., ·to attain a c01B. ... 
forta.ble retreat for the decline of life"" 

The parliament:the fame year granted 4o,oool.* to fettfe this colony; 
and the next year they granted the further fum of 76,_254/. t for fupport­
.ing and enlarging the fettlement. About 4000 families were carried 
.frmn England to efiabliih the colony ·; with two t regiments of foldiers, 
and Colonel ·Cornwallis, who was appointed their governor. They failed 

~from Portfmouth in May, .and arrived in Chibofrou harbour iLl June, after 
._a ihort and ·pleafant paff'age of between five and fix weeks. Few perfons 
died on the paifage, or upon their ·arriva1. Their health and prefervation 
\vas greatly owing to the prudent and wife meafures taken by thofe who 
·had the direCtion of this falutary work, in having ventilators and air­
·pipes put on board the fhips, and rice and provifions furnilhed for the 
.ufe of .the fick, .as .well as the lying-in women and young children. 

Colonel Cornwallis arrived in -the Sphinx of twenty guns, and on his 
arrival gave proper orders for tranfporting the Englifh garrifon from 
Cape Breton to ChiboClou, becaufe the former place was then repoffeifed 
·by the French .pur(uant .to the treaty of peace. The affiflance, a.s well . 
as the fecm:ity, that the ad¥enturers tnight receive from the troops, muft 
;greatly forward the fett1ement; the officers having brought all their fur­
niture with them., with a great number of milch cows and other ftock, 
:beflde military ftores and ammunition of all forts. A company of 
,ran.gers alfo arrived ~rorn. Annapolis, commanded by Captain Goreham, 

* H i-fiory of ;the National DebM and Taxes, part i¥. p. 16 h · 

.t I bid. p. r·64. 

t Hopfon's and Warburton's. 
who 
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who encamped n~ar the other troops, and gave great affiO:ance to the 
adventurers. 

Some theufands of German Proteftants followed the Briti!h Colonifts, 
and the infant province began to ihew a cheerful countenance. 1 he 
town of Halifax was fet out at the head of ChiboCl:oH harbour, in the 
center of the fouthern coafi of the province, having Annapolis Royal on· 

· the left, and Canfo on the right; which gave infupportable difcontent to 
the French. 

It now fully appeared that the harbour of ChiboCl:ou might jnfl:ly be 
reputed one of the finefi upon that continent, with the befi: conveniencies 
and advantages for a noble fifhery. The entrance into the harbour is 
from the fouth, with an iiland of an irregular form, lying on the north­
call: fide. They called this Cornwallis's liland, which is about two mile& 
in length from north to fouth, and about one from eafi: to weft. Between 
this iiland and· the oppofite lhore on the fouth-weft is a channel, wide and 
deep enough for the largefi fhips. This harbour, as well as a fmaller one 
lying higher up the harbour which they named George H1and, is very 
commodioufiy fituated for a fiihery, and has conveniencies of all forts · 
proper for drying and curing the fi£h. 

About two miles higher up the harbour, . on the fouth-wefi fide, is a · 
river, with a fmali harbour at its entrance, for the reception _of ihallops · 
and other fmall veffels. They called this Sandwich River, which is at 
the· mouth about as wide as, the Thames at London bridge, and as deep;. . 
having fait water for about four or five miles up, where it terminates at 
the fall of a frnall frefh water rivulet into it from the north. 

From the mouth of Sandwich River, to the· oppofite fide of the har­
bour, is about two miles, with good anchoring groYnd · for the largefi 
ihips in any part of it, and a fine watering-place upon the north-eaft 
fide. 

The land on both fides is every where pretty high, ;rich, and fertile,. 
but was then, as well as other parts, covered with wood. 

About five miles north from Sandwich River is a narrow entrance of 
half a mile into a large bay of about twelve miles in circumference~ 
which they named Bedford Bay: This has feveral fma1l creeks at the 
bottom of it, abounding with excellent falmou : There are alfo fome 

i:Oands 
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ifiands in it; and a great quantity of pines fit for mailing grow upaa . 
the wefiern fide of it. 

Tl\is bay, with the harbour and Sandwich River, form a peninfula, 
containing about 3000 acres of land, upon which the adventurers fettled, 
and began to erect the town of Halifax, in ·honour .of the earl of that 
name. 

The befl: account given of their tranfattions foon after their arrival is 
as following: The firfi care of the governor, after fending for the gar­
rifon of Louifburg, and Lieutenant-colonel Mafcarene from Annapolis, 
'~'.~ as to pitch upon a proper fpot for their firfi fettlement; .and as the 
peninfula appeared to be the befi ·-place, as 'veil upon account of its com­
tnodious fituation, as t·he fertility of ·its foil, which is a ·red ,clay, with 
plenty of oak, a{J,, beech, and birch; the able-bodied men on board 
each fhip were employed in clearing ground for a town at the fouth point 
of the peninfula, and at the entrance of Sandwich River, which at firft 
appeared to -be the beft fpot, ·being defenfible, and having the advantage 
of the river navigable up a confider-able way~ but upon examination the 
firongefi objetl:ions were found againft this place; bocaufe a fhoal off the 
point, which made it very convenient for a fort, was ·however appre­
hended to he dangerous fo near a town, being fo fhallow, that, at a 
cable's length from the £bore, fmall veffels flrike upon the rocks; befide, 
it was evident, from the breach, that a prodigious fea mufi -come in win­
ter. The ·foil alfo proved bad Hony near the fhore, and fwampy behind; 
therefore another fpot was chofen ~by .the ·gcwernor, about a mile and 
half north of it, on the harbour fide. 

This fpot was upon the fide of a rifing ground that commanded the 
whole penihfula , and would fhelter the town from the north-weft winds: 
the beach was a rilne gravel, convenient for fmall boats; the anchorage 
:was every where -good, within gun-iliot .of the town, for large ihips, 
and there were navigable rivulels of frefh and wholefome water round 
about it. · 

The adventurers foon ·cleared about twenty acres of land, and every 
n1an had a hut by his tent. Their work was carried on expeditioufly; 
and the method of emp1oying the people in fhips companies had a good 
effecr in creating an emulation among them, every one {hiving who 
fhould do tnofi. Several wharfs were built, and one fa w-tnill eretl:ed ; 
imblic ftorehoufes were begun, and graiu 0f various forts were fown. 

The 
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The new town was laid out, and called Halifax, in honour of that 
great and noble lord, to whom this fettlement owed its beginning ; and 
from whofe well known and indefatigable zeal for the honour and inte­
refi of his country, the adventurers hoped in time to become a mofi 
ufeful and flouriihing colony. 

The town of Halifax was divided into thirty-five fquares, each con­
taining fixteen lots, of forty by fixty feet ; one efi:abli£hed church, and 
one meeting-houfe; with fome houfes out of the regular fireets, which 
were fifty-five feet in breadth. The town was furrounded by picket­
tings, and guarded on the outfides by forts. Along the river, to the 
fouthward of the town, feveral buildings were ereCted ; as alfo to / the 
northward on the river, about one mile; and behind thefe, particular lots 
of fifteen acres difiributed. The River ChiboC:tou is about three miles in 
breadth at Halifax, oppofite to which is a fmall town called Dartmouth, 
up a cove, which was thinly inhabited, becaufe the Indians were excited 
by the French to many outrageous aCts. 

At length it was thought neceifary to fettle the civil government of 
the province upon a regular and permanent equality. Accordingly, it 
was refolved, on the soth of January, I7 S3, by the governor and council, 
according to the royal infhuC:tions, " That a houfe of reprefentatives of 
this province be the civil legiflature thereof, in conjunCtion with his 
Majefiy's governor and commander in chief for the time being, and his 
Majefiy's council of the faid province. The houfe to be eleCted and 
convened in the following manner, and to be ftiled " The General 
Aifembly ,'' as following : That there ihould be eleCted for the province 
at large, until the fame was divided into counties, twelve members; for 
the townfhip of Halifax four members; two for the townfhip of Lunen­
berg; one for the townfhip of Dartmouth; one for the townfhip of 
Lawrence Town; one for the town!hip of Annapolis Royal; and the 
refi for the townfhip of Cumberland." 

As to Cape Breton, it has been already obferved, that the place is 
barren, compared with Nova Scotia, and will never admit of any con­
fiderable improvements. 

It was alledged, that the truth and reafon of thefe faB:s were very 
obvious. Cape Breton was as foon known as Nova Scotia or Newfound­
land; but was never thought to be of any value to the poifeifors of thp[e 
places, and it was the ex:lufion from th_em that pu~ the Fr~nch upon 
fortifying, and induced the1r fettlement of It: but notw1thfiand1ng a long 
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poffeffion, its produce, exclufive of fifh, would not fupport 100 families. 
Its winters are very long, and extremely cold; it being common for the 
frofts to continue till the latter end of May, and it is near the middle 
of the tnonth before it is free of ice: For as this ifland forms an eddy 
to the current fetting through the Gu1ph of Saint Lawrence, it draws 
fuch quantities into the harbours as to obfl:ruet the fifbery, and render 
the navigation dangerous. During the fummer, it is fo frequently fub­
jeet to fogs, as to have neither heat nor fun-fhine fufficient to ripen its 
corn and fruits. 

An accurate judge of this country fays, he could not undertake to 
affign a philoiophical reafon for the difference in the temperature of the 
air in ·two places, lying in the fame latitude, and fo near together as 
Nova Scotia and Cape Breton; but he obferved, that as the duration, and 
feveral degrees of cold, moderate, and warm weather, in all places, vary 
with, and depend upon the prevailing winds in the feveral feafons of the 
year ; fo in this they commonly blow from fuch points in the winter as 
bring on fiorms of fnow and frofi; but in the fummer, thofe are mofl. 
frequent that blo\ direB:ly from the banks, accompanied with thick fogs 
and n1ifis: And although fome parts of Nova Scotia are fubjetl: to them, 
it is neither in degree nor duration fufficient to affecr the produce of the 
earth, nor to interrupt the courfe of bufinefs by land or fea. 

It is well known, that notwithftanding the fituation of Cape Breton, 
four-fifths of the French fiihery were profecuted in other places: that 
their bankers, which amounted to 1nore than 2 o fail of fhips in time of 
peace, and cured their fi{h in pickle, commonly called mud-=fifh, made 
their voyages on the banks of Newfoundland without en:ering a pert in 
America. 

Nova Scotia V\' as fully confirmed to t 1e Eng1iih by the t\Yelfth article 
of the treaty of Utrecht, ·which is of fuch importan~e that it ought to 
be inferted here, and is as follo\ving: " 1 hat the moft ChriHian King 
fl10uld take care to have deli 'ered to the queen of Great Eri~-~in folemn 
infiruments, by virtue whereof it lhould appear, that dl No-ra Scotia, 
or Acadia, with its ancient boundaries; as alfo th c:tv of P rt Royal, 
then called Annapolis I-.oya1, and all other things on tl~of.' parts which 
depe!lded thereon ; together V\ ith the dominion, propriety, and poffeHion 
of fhe fame; and all right whatf<y·ver by treaties, or l y any other way 
obtained, which the moft Chriilian K. ng, the crown cf France, or any 
the fubjeB:s thereof, had hitherto had to the fame: And the inhabitants 
of the fame were yielded at d made over to the queen of Great Britain, 

and 
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and t? her crov.rn for ever, as the moft Chrifiian King had done; and 
that. 1.11 fuc.h ample manner and form, that the fubjeB:s of the moft 
Chnfh n l tng ihould ther after be e.·cluded from all kind of fiiliing in 
tho{( fc:: s, b~ys, ~nd other places on the coafis of Nova Scotia, that is, 
on tho£1:- :\·h1ch he t ward the eafi, within thirty leagues, beginning 
from the 1fland commonly called Sable, inclufively, and thence firetching 
along to\vard the fouth-wefl: * .'' 

. I-Iowever, by the thirteenth article of that treaty, it was agreed, "the 
1fland called Cape Breton, and all others whatfoever, fituated in the 
mouth and gulph of the River Saint Lawrence, ihould remain the pro­
perty of F ranee.'' 

The Ifle of Sable, and Cape Sable ban-s upon this coafl:, are fo com­
modio~fly fituated as to admit of a fine fifhery in the winter, whenever 
the country was fettled and flocked with provifions. At that time, the 
fifhermen frotn New England made three fairs there in a year; the firft 
of which, as it wa3 profecuted in March, was worth both the other; 
becaufe the fiih taken then were the befi; and if they could be landed 
and cured in the winter n1onths, five fairs might have been yearly made 
infiead of three, and the two former additional ones equal to the beft of 
the former, which, in a few years, would have been of more confequence 
to Great Britain than any thing that could fupport the rivaHhip of the 
French. 

At laft, in order to rival the French in the cod-fi.fhery, it was thought 
neceifary to confine them to the limits fiipulated by the treaty of Utrecht, 
which would have excluded them from all the banks of r Jova Scotia; 
nor did it appear by that or any other treaty, that they had a right to 
fifh to the fouthward of Cape Bonavifta or Newfoundland, between whofe 
banks and the former there are no others of any note or confequence. 
This would have deprived them of a great part of their fifhery, which 
employed near zoo fail of fhips in time of peace, and furnifhed the 
markets in France, Spain, Portugal, and the Streights, with mud-fifh : 
befide, as to the remaining part, the fettlement of Nova Scotia might 
foon have enabled them to catch and export larger quantities, better in 
quali~y , and cheaper than the French could poffibly afford their. own; 
whereby the whaie would be of little value to them except for their own 
confumption. If this point had been well attended to formerly, the 

* See" The Report from the Committee of Secrecy, the 9th of June, I7J5·" P· 37· 
and 63. folio edition. See alfo the appendix, p. 34· 
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French fifhery might foon have been reduced to a poor fituation: die 
eafe:, however, was fo different, that they not only fifhed where they· 
pleafed, but they commonly infulted the Britifh veffels /wherever they 
met with them;· aad, excepting fome of their fiihermen, \VhG were 
feized by Captain· Smart upon the Canfo ftation for fifhing without their 
limits contrary to treaty, they never met with any interruption; there­
fore, to prevent fuch accidents for the future, as the Britifh fhips were: 
earlier out than theirs, the French long after fent a fuperior force to 
deter the Bri'tifh fhips from the fa-me practice.,_ and ruled fo.t fome time 
abfolute lords of thofe feas. 

Therefore, as the treaty in 1713 was the bafis of that of 1748, and the 
terms of it in relation to the fifhery were plain and intelligible, it was.. 
not doubted but the adminiflratiorr would caufe them to be pu-nctually ob­
ferved; more efpecially as they fell under the dominion of the Britifh 
flag, whofe honour was im1nediateiy concerned in fecuring the rights of the 
kingdom againfl: all encroachment,. and in protecting its fubjects in 
ev.ery part of the globe • 

. Cape B~eton \Vas taken by the Englifh in I 745; but it was reflored· 
to the French in 1748, by the treaty of Aix-la-Chape1le. The treaty 
of Utrecht is the common foundation upon which. both- nations formed 
their claims in America; but the terms of that treaty might nave been: 
better chofen to exprefs the country comprized between '' PenobfCot, or 
Pentagoet, the River Saint Lawrence, and the Atlantic Ocean," which 
the Britifh court afterward infified was the di!hiB: intended; or to ex­
prefs only that ""part of the peninfula which begins at the extremity of 
the Bay of Fundi, extends along the coaft, and terminates at Cape 
Canfo,"· whi-ch, as the French court pretended, only was meant. The 
difference is very great, and the· two courts feemed to have equal reafon' 
to complain of their negociators, who conducted the treaty of Utrecht,. 
as the addition of a few word& would ha:ve prevented a controverfy, and 
precluded all doubt. 

By the ninth articre of the treaty of Aix-fa-Chapelle, Great Britain­
was " to fend two perfons of rank and difiinClion to refide in France, as 
hoftages, until fuch time as they fhould have an authentic account of the. 
refiitution of Cape Breton." · Was not this prefcribing the law like a· 
conqueror? h was only a plume for France, fuch as fhe had taken before 
from Genoa; but it is an eternal reproach to the Britifh negociators of 
that treaty, and an indelible fiain upon the honour of the Britiib nation. 
ln fatt, if the late noble John EarLof Granville had not been fo violently 
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oppofed, and artfully countermined, in his truly patriotic meafures, Bri-· 
tain muft have commanded an honourable peace: as it turned out, he 
had only to retire from bad meafures, which ruined the war. 

Com.miffa.ries were to be appointed by ti1e treaty of peace to regulate 
matters in d1fpute; and the Britifh court fent Governor Shirley and Mr. 
Mildmay to Paris, where their conferences with the French. commilfari.es 
were ineffectual, like thofe at Seville; for the French prevaricated now, 
as the Spaniards had done then, with the Britifh commiffaries, who re­
turned· to England, when· no fatisfaB:ion could be obtained from the 
court of France, which was artfully endeavouring to fpin out the nego­
ciation, and at the fame time fortifying the places in quefiion, as well 
as making new acq.uifi tions. 

The Britifh commiifaries, oy a memori'al d-ated· the Q dl: of September­
L7 50, fet forth what was claimed by Great Britain as the real limits of­
Nova Scotia or Acadia; whereby it appeared that the iiland of Cape 
Breton, as alfo all others, both in the mouth of the River Saint Law.:.. 
rence, and in the gulph of the fa·me name, were alferted to be . within. 
the ancient limits of Acadia, though by the treaty of Utrecht given up ~ 
to France. 

. 
It was expeCted that the fr-ench commiffaries would have been equall.y 

explicit; but they confined themfelves only to a negative ·alfertion at firfi, , 
and at laft declared, that ancient Acadia began from the Cape. of Saint 
Mary, from whence it extended arong the coaft, and terminated at Canfo. ­
This difcovered that the French had invented imaginary limits: but the 
Britilh commiifaries, to demonfirate the right of their crown, produced 
proofs of the limits and boundaries at three different periods of time : 
1ft, ... at concluding the treaty of Saint Germains in 1632: Qdly, at the ­
treaty of Breda in r667: and 3dly, at the treaty of Utrecht in 1713 .. -
Thus it appeared from their own records, that from the treaty of Saint 
Germains to the treaty of Breda, and from thence to the time of the : 
treaty of Utrecht, which was the laft period of their poifeffions, the 
French made Acad-ia comprehend not only the peninfu1a, but alfo the _ 
continent on the other fide the Bay of Fundi, and to take in the forts of 
Port Royal, Pentagoet, and Saint John, together with the fame northern ·· 
and eafiern boundaries as were claimed by the ·Britifh crown.: 

To thefe hiftorical accounts was added the evidence of m·a ps, both : 
ancient and modern~ French, Eng1ilh, and neutral ones; .all which .have · 
extended the country, marked _ by them to be Nova Seot1a or ·Acad1a, .to 
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. compri1e the whole of the peninfula, and pa;t of the continent on the 
other fide of the Bay of Fundi. But the crown of Great Britain, in 

-confequence of the ceffion made by the treaty of Utrecht, ever after 
infifted n its right to Nova Scotia or A adia, with the fame anc1~nt 
limits as acquired and poifeifed by France. Whatever, therefore, were 
the limits of this territory at and before the treaties of Saint _Germains, 
Breda, and Utrecht, they were frill the fame reconfirmed to the Britifh 
crcSwn by the treaty of Aix· la-Chapelle. 

If it had not been for the difputes which arofe between the two 
crowns, no reafonable being would have thougt.t ir poffible to doubt whe­
ther the country, called Nova Scotia by the EngliH·,-was not precifely the 
fame wi th that called Acadia by the French: BuL ;'Je French eommiffaries 
attcm pted to give their own country the honour vf a prior date to Eng­
land in the antiquity of their American fettlem ents; which \vas foreign 
to the difpute, and eafily confuted by the Britiih commiffaries 1 who 
'' fl attered themfel;,es that Great Britain would never want authentic 
proofs for the fecurity of her rights to fuch countries as fhe held by 
virtue of prior difcovery ; though fhe reclaim~d Nova Scotia or Acadia 
only in virtue of the ceffion made to her of that country by the treaty 
of l Ttrecht.'' 

Great Britain defired the ceffion of c01nplete Acadia, that by this 
acquifition £he might be able to fecure her American fettlements againft 
continual ufurpations, and prevent the inconveniences which compelled 
Oliver Cromwel1, in 1654, to feize all the French forts in Acadia; and 
which feveral tirnes reduced not only New England, but Great Britain, 
to the neceffity of fitting out expeditions, in one of which Fort Royal 
itfelf was taken by General Nicholfon. 

The advantages which the French might have made of Nova Scotia, 
and the w ant of an efFetl:ual barrier for fecuring the po!Teffion, trade, and 
fiih ery of the northern colonies againfi their efforts, fufficiently demon­
flratccl the expediency of keeping it out of their hands, without con­
fi dering it as a colony worthy of eftabliihment and protection in a com-
mercial lig;h t. ·· 

T he French were fully fenfible of thefe advantages, and exerted all 
their policy to get them in their power. \Vhi1e the Britiih tninifiers were 
negociat ing at Paris, the French were encroaching upon the Britiih colo­
nies, and building for ts upon their territc r :es in America: But if France 
h ad been perf1.Dded, that the condu(t of l r :tifh affairs was foon to be put. 
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in the hands of minifiers of a very different turn of mind to thofe who 
ruined the former war, it would have been an effeB:ual method to have 
procured juftice frotn her in a peaceable way. 

The French well knew they were not able to carry on a war by fea, or 
in America, againft the Britilli nation; yet they knew, if they provoked 
Britain to it, they n1uft rely on the bad conduCt of its minifters, or to their.­
own hopes, that Britain would be drawn in by foreign attachments to in­
volve herfelf in a heavy and expenil.ve war upon the continent of Europe, 
which would balance the weight !he might acquire upon the continent of 
America. The French were not deceived in thei.r policy, but they were · 
in their views. The fpirit of the Britilh nation had been damped, but it 
was not extinCl:; the embers were glowing, and a proper hand was only 
wanting to ipread up a bright and glorious flame. 

The French induced the Indians to attack the infant colony of Halifax 
in r 749, when many Briti!h fubjeCts were cut off by thofe favages; and _ 
complaints were made to the governor of Loui:fburg , who returned only 
equivocal anfwers; but the Count de la Galiffio nere aCJ:ed more o~x~nly, 
and committed the firft hofiilities in Nova Scotia . He fen t the Chevalier 
de la Corne in Otl:ober I 7 49, at the head of feventy regular troops, and a. 
party of Canada militia, to take pofl: on ChigneB:o Bay,.and to fortify him­
felf there; under pretence hat a great part of the peninfula, and particu­
larly the neck of land which joins it on the continent, belonged to France, 
and was under his government. 

La Cor ne ereC:ced a fl:rong fort there, which he called Beau Se jour; and 
another near Bay \T erte, which was called Shediak. The former was ­
built upon the ifihnius of the peninfnla, and had twenty-fi x cannon, 
:yhich commanded the baiOn and harbour of Chignetlo, or Bobaffin; and 

from the latter p ace rhey had a communication by water with Loui:fburg 
and Canada, and other renc:h fettlemen ·s. 

The French alfo feized Saint John's River, on the north fide of the Bay 
oi' Fun 1i , an~l ere~[ed two forts there, \vhe reby they engroffed the w.ho.le · 
fur-trade of that ri rer to themfelves, which belonged to Great Bntatn 
before the pea-,ce. Th-us, while Grea~ Britain was tamely negociating in 
Europe, Fr~nce v:as boldly encroach'ng in America; ,which deferved fevere ­
chafhfement, as i~ •Pas a direct infraction of the treaty of peace, upon · 
which the wax was icarcely cold. 

Thefe ~ ew forts enc::mra~ed the Indians to malfacre the. Engli~1 fhag­
g1ers, and proteCted the Acadian. French in an op_en rebellion agamft. t.he · 

Dnt1fh. 
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13ritifh government. Major Lawrence was fent to reduce them to obedi­
ence -in April 17 so; when the French neutrals burnt their town, cro£fed 
the river, which made a part of the line, and threw themfelves under the 
·proteCtion of La Corne, whofe number was then increafed to fifteen hun­
dred men, well armed, and provided with ammunition, to repel Major 
Lawrence if -he cro£fed the river; but he retired, as he was not fl:rong 
-enough to attack their united force. 

When Major Lawrence retired, the French inhabitants returned, and 
renewed their depredations; which made Governor Cornwallis attempt 
·to drive them out of the country. Major Lawrence was fent again, with 
about one thoufand of regular troops, by fea, to ChigneB:o, where the 
Acadian revolters were intrenched upon the fouth fide of the river, from 
whence they were drove on the other fide, where they were proteB:ed by 
the :French regulars. The Major had orders not to paf~ that river to 
attack the French: however, he built a fort upon the fouth fide of it, 
which was called from him Lawrence fort, where he left a {l:rong garri­
fon, within cannon-iliot of Fort Beau Sejour, on the other fide the bafon, 
but inferior to it. 

Captain Rous·, in the floop Albany, took a French fhip, and carried her 
into Halifax; after which four Englifh ve£fels were feized in the harbour 

·of Louiiburg. In the mean time, the French were tnaking enormous 
encroachments on the back -of Virginia and Pennfylvania, where the 
fl:orm of war was colleCting; but the French in No.va Scotia were reduced 
by the Britiili troops, commanded by Col. Monckton, in June I 7 55; and 
the whole country cleared of French robbers *in I 7 s8; when the gover-

:·nor iffued a proclan\ation for encouraging the people, and cultivating the 
lands vacated by the French, which confifted of many hundred thoufand 
acres, fit for agriculture, ftocked, planted, and cleared. 

\Vhile the French were aB:ing with worfe than Punic faith in America, 
their emiffaries had the audacity to affert, that it was by the deftruttion 
of the liberty and independency of America that Great Britain intended 
to aecomplilh her projea of giving law to Europe. The cafe was quite 
the reverfe; and all t-he world knew it to be fo. The ambition of France 
had been checked -in Europe, and her old plan was now to be profecuted 
in the new part 0f the world. Armies were introduced into thefe diftant 
.reg-ions, and every fcene ·Df war was opened in a country that ihould have 
been the afylum of peace. 

* They ought to have been fo called, and not French neutrals as the Eno-liih had mofi ri-
·.diculoufly accufiomcd thmuelves to call thofe internal enemies. ' - c 
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In the war of I 744, the French found their fiihery upon the banks of 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia fufpended by the lofs of Cape Breton; Ca­
nada was alfo then endangered by a defiined attempt upon Qgebec: but 
that enter prize was impoliticly dropt for a defcent upon Britanny in I 7 46; 
while the French fent out a il:rong armament from Brefi for the recovery 
of Cape Breton, under the command of the Duke d' Anville, whofe pro-

. jetl: was difconcerted by the elements; for his fleet was ruined by a fiorm 
at fea, and the jail-fever defiroyed mofi of his army, ~fter they had 
landed at Chiboetou. The French likewife intended to reduce Annapoli$ 
with that armament, and to defiroy the frontier fettlements of the Britilh 
Colonies : but M. Jonquiere, who fucceeded the Duke d'/Anville in the 
command, returned from Nova Scotia, with more lofs, though with lefs 
ignominy, than Admiral Lefiock and Gen. Sinclair returned from Britanny •. 

From the firfi: efiablifhment of colonies in North America, it was always­
conceived, that the poifeifors of the coaft were intitled to the interior 
territory: therefore the Britiih Charters afcertained the boundaries of the 
colonies only from north to fouth, and left them unlimited from eaft to­
weft. But the French fettled Canada to the eaftward of the Britiih colo-­
nies, where they met with little interruption in their eftabiifhment, which 
tempted then1 to move wefrward, fo as to erea a line of forts to encircle the· 
Britiih colonies. 

It is manifeft, from their own reafons for building thefe for-ts, that the ~ 
French in tended to join Louiftana and Canada, to become m afters of the· 
lakes, and reduce the whole continent: but the building of thefe forts. 
could not be carried on _ without the knowledge of the Britiih- miniftry, . 
who were tota1ly inexcufable for temporizing and wafting the hours in, 
fruitlefs negociations, when they faw an apparent deftgn of maihtaining 
ufurpation by violence; for they might have concluded that a rupture· 
was unavoidable, and that a dela-y could only ferve to ftrengthen the· 
enemy. 

The French attempted' to fupport their fictitious claims by inaccurate· 
maps and charts; fo as to claim by the pen what they intended to gain' 
by the fword. 

Formerly the Engliih had only to fend to their Indians to prevent _the, 
French from erecting forts, or making encroachments upon. the ternto--· 
ries .-of other nations; but the Engliih loft that influence by a· fata~ ?eglea 
of Indian affairs. It was well known with how much hum1hty the 
French folicited permiffion to eretl: a little hut, as a refting:-place ~nly, at 
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Niaga.t·a *: but it was foon afterward feen that they built a fort upon that 
fpot, and were determined to keep footing there. . 

Governor Shirley returned to his government of the Malfachufets Bay 
in 17 53, w~ere he received orders from th~ ~arl of Holdernelfe. to keep 
that colony 1n a fiate of defence. Party-fptnt wa~ then predominant in 
mofi of the colonies; but the governor had acquired intelligence that the 
:French had greatly increafed their fettlements upon each fide of the River 
Chaudiere, which falls into that of Saint Lawrence, a few miles above 
<2.!!ebec; and that they were proceeding to make fettlements at about 
thirty tniles difiance, upon the carrying-place that feparates the head of 
the Chaudiere from the Kennebeck. This latter-mentioned River 
afforded the French a fhorter paifage from <l!!ebec for making defcents 
upon the provinces of Maifachufets Bay, and New Hamp!hire, than any 
other route; and from which the Indians, during the war between them 
and New England in 1723 and 1724, made all their incurfions and ra­
vages upon the eafiern parts of the Maifachufets Bay. 

Governor Shirley was alfo informed, that the Norridgwalk Indians, 
who inhabited within the Britifh territories, had given the new French 
fettlers liberty to hunt any where in that count;-y; as a recompence for 
the fervice the French were to be of to then1 in time of war with the 
Engli!h, by fupplying them with provifions and military fiores. 

He was farther told, that the Arrefigunnticook, Norridgwalk, and 
Penobfcot Indians, were upon the point of breaking out into hoftilities 
againfi the Engli!h.. The governor laid thefe feveral matters before the 
M.aif.a£huffets aifembly in April I 7 s 4, when he recommended to them 
the building a firong fort near the head of the River Kennebeck, above 
the head quarters of the Norridgwalk Indians, and to pufb on the Eng­
lifh fettlements there in a defenfible manner; to fecure the province from 
the encroachments of the French in thofe parts, and either hold the In­
dians in a due dependence, or compel them to abandon the river. The 
aifembly looked upon it to be of abfolute neceffi.ty that the French !hould be 
prevented from making any fettlements on the Kennebeck; and, at their 
requefi, the governor went there with eight hundred men in the fum­
tner, when he found that the attempts which then engaged the French 
upon the Ohio, had prevented their tnaking any fettlements upon the 
Kennebeck. The governor, I owever, renewed a treaty of peace with 
the Norridgwalk and Penobfcot Indians at Falmouth; and, with their 

• Kennedy's Confide1·ations, p. x6. 
confent, 
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confent, built two forts upon the Ken ne beck; the one called Fort Weftern, 
about thirty-feven miles from the mouth of the Kennebeck; and the other 
Fort Halifax, about fifty-four. 

Colonel Hopfon fucceeded Colonel Cornwallis in the government of 
Nova Scotia; but returned to England in December I7S3 *. lie was 
fucceeded by Colonel Lawrence as lieutenant-governor and commander in 
chief in Nova Scotia. He was directed to concert meafures with G rer­
nor Shirley to attack the French forts in that province; and they agreed 
upon a plan to be executed in the fpring; which was effeClually done; 
while powerful fupplies were fent from Great Brjtain, and all the Ame­
rican continent was in arms. The fpirit of the Britifh nation revived ; 
it had flept almoft as long as a feeble adminifl:ration could fupport, or the 
old conftitution would fuffer; but it now began to fhine with its ancient 
lufl:re. The colonies fhewed an unexpected glare of public fpirit and in­
dependent virtue, as will appear by the events of the late war, already 
recited in the firft book of this hifl:ory: and this fpirit, if well conducted, 
and properly fupported, will ever give freemen the advantage over flaves. 
It proved ultimately fo then; for the fubjeB:s ofhis Britannic Majefl:y were 
victorious over all their enemies, affifl:ant to their allies, the arbiters of 
Europe, and the confolidators, as well as founders, of a great empire in 
North America, folidly fixed, and permanently fecured. 

• London Gazette, N° 9331. 
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