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BA BLE of GONTENITS,

BOOK L
Introdu&ory to the Hiftories of the refpe@ive Provinces.

Sect. 1. The difcovery of America, and the eftablifbment of Colonies there by the
Europeans.—Origin of the Britifb fettlements in North Americas its antient names,
and modern divifions.—OQOrigin of the French fettlements in Louifiana and Canada.
Defcents and encroachments from thence upon the Britifh Colonies.—Treaty of Ryf-
wick in 1697, the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, and the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in
1748, fo far as regards our Colonies—The French infraflions of the laft ireaty.
Remarks thereon, and on the treaties relative thereto.—Commiflaries appointed, in
1750, to fettle the limits between the two crowns. The views of the French in
North America, and their Hoftilities on the Ohkio, in 1753.—State of the Britifk
Colonies, and the number of their inbabitants as alfo the number of French in-
babitants in North America, with remarks.——Adccount of the three forts of Govern-
ment eflablifbed by the Englifb in America: Royal Governments, Governments by
Charter, and Proprictary Governments 5 their difference and difiinétion, with re-
marks. The Britifb Colonies exert themfelves, encouraged by the Earl of Halifax.—
French troops fent to Canaday and two provincial regiments ordered to be vaifed in
the Britifb Colonies.—The conduit of the Courts of London and Ver[ailles.—Supplies
granted for America by the Britifb Parliament.— Negociations continued in Europe
concerning America.— Propofals on both fides for a Ceflation of Hoftilities there. The
points claimed by France: Thofe claims rejedled: Both fides prepare for War.—
Admiral Bofcawen fails with a [quadron to Newfoundland, and General Braddock
ent with two regiments from Ireland to Virginia.—General reprizals granted againft
all French fbips: Both nations juftify their condult in Europe, while Hoflilities are
continued in America,— Remarks. Page 3

Secr. 11, General Braddock lands in Virginia: His letters to the miniftry concerning
the frate of the colonies.— An account of the governors of the different colonies; and
of the French governor-general of Canada—A grand congrefs held at Albany, when
the general union of the colonies is agreed upon.—Myr. Pownall's plan is laid before
the commiffioners, who cpprove of it, and order quotas to carry i inlo execution.—
Geieral Braddock’s procecdings: He bolds a congrefs at Alexandria, where it is de-
termined to carry on four expeditions againft the French: His unfuccesful expedition
againft Fort Du Quefnes with remarks thereon.—The French are expelled Nova
Scotia by Colonel Mouckton.—~The expedition againfp Crown Point by General

: 2™ Fobufon,
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Sobnfon, who defeats the French army commanded by the Barow de Diefkatt.—
General Shirley’s expedition againft Niagara, and its confequencesy which end the .
military operations of 1755: with remarks. Page 21 =

Szer. V1. Proceedings of the Britifb parliament to [upport the rights of the crown in
America.~—A revelution in the Britifb minifiry, and in the genera[ Jyftem of Europe,
on account of the difputes in dmerica.—Tbe rife of the war in German_y.—-?_' be
FErench take Minorca—His Britannic Majefly declares war againft France.—War
declored by France againft Great Britain: Remarks thereon.—The cily of Landoff,
in their -addrefs to the king, exprefs their fears for the danger of bis poffelfions in
America.  Inftruliions of the principal cities to their reprefentatives in parliament to
the fame effelt.— Allies on both fides in the German war occafioned by that in America.
—General remark on the war in North America, as conduéled by all the generals
commanding there until 1758, when Louifburg, Fort Frontenac, Gafpeffie, and Fort
Du Quefue were taken. The importance of theje acquifitions.—=In 1759, fome
iflands in the Welt Indies taken from the Fremch. Ticonderago, Crown Point,
Niagara, and Quebec taken. The great confequence and value of thefe poffeffions.—
In 1760, Montreal fubmits and Riftigonchi defiroyed.—1In 1761, other conquefis are
made by the Britifb forces in the Weft Indies.—In 1762, war declared between Great

Britain and Spain, and on what account. The Havanna and Manilla reduced by the
Britifb arms. 34

Sect. IV. The preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain, France, and
Spain, figned at Fontainbleau.— Declaration of bis Britannic Majefty from the throne
upon that occafion.  The definitive treaty figned at Paris the 10th of February, 17633
the principal articles thereof relative to America, and the acquifitions thereby ceded
and confirmed to the Britifb government.—T be reyal proclamation concerning the new
governments of Quebec, Eaft Florida, Weft Florida, and Grenada; with the terri-
tories annexed to the governments of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Georgia. His
Majefty’s direétions for the new governments, and bis reftriftions to the governors
relative to the Indians. The governors appointed to the new efiablifbed colonies.
Notice from the Lords for Tvade and Plantations for the grants of lands in Eaff and
Weft Florida.—St. Auguftine and Penfacola delivered up by the Spaniards, ¢, 43

BOOK IL

The Hiftory of NEW ENGLAND,

G H PR

dis divifion, extent, climate, and foil. The firff difeovery of it.
1o the 'Londm company and Plymouth company by King Fames 1. in 1606. His
patent Z‘IZII620, 0 a4 mew company, called the Council of Plymouth , t}:eir. limits
and privileges. Account of the country and of the Indians; !be[; religion and
language 5 particularly the Abenagquies of New England ; as alfo of the g[m Hois
Cherokees, Creeks, and others; their war-cry, and cuftoms.  Hccount of tbz ﬁr)‘;‘

Englifb

Patent granted
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Englijfb Jettlers, and the prefent colonifts; the toleration of religion, and privileges
granied them. Remarks on the natural hiffory of New England. Lord Bacor’s
[piftem of eftablifbing colonies in North America, with bis charaler; as likewife the
Jentiments of Mr. Locke, My, Wosd, and others, velative to the colanies. Page 51

CHA P dRee
The Province, or Colony of MASSACHUSETS BAY.

Sect. I. The Englifb Brownifis from Holland form the firft colony in New England,
and fettle at New Plymouth in 1620. Their firfl grant in 1624 5 and their patent
in 1630 : with other grants from the company to Jeveral perfons; and Jome unfuc-
cefsful attempts from New Plymouth to feiile in the Maffackufets Bay. The rife of
the MafJachufets Bay colony: the 6/d charter in 1627 5 and royal patent in 1628 3
with the powers and privileges therchy granted to the governor and company of Maf-
Jachufets Bay : the colony feal : the firft governor, deputy-governor, and affiftants.
A large embarkation from England to the colony : their firff [ettlement at Salem in
16295 and the firft efablifbment of their church government.  The grand embarka-
tion, with the removal of the charier and government from Old England to New in
1630.  The new magifirates appointed to go over; and their charafiers: their
arrival in New England; and the bardfbips they [uffered.  Bofon and other towns
built : the eflablibment and proceedings of the civil government. The colonifis
alarined by the Indians, and alfo by the French in 1632. An order of the privy-
council in England to encourage the colonifts. Mr. Cotton ordained mintfier of
Bofton.  An alteration in the civil government in 1634. Sir Henry Vane appointed.

governor in 1635.  The begiining of the fettlements of Connecticut, Eafp Hamp/bire,,
and Main; as alfo of Rhode lfland. 75

Sect. L. Ceneral flate of the colony in 1637,  Suppreffion of the Pequots.  Familif-
tical and Antinomian controverfies.  The firft fynod at Cambridge in° New England.:
the nature and ufe of [ynods according to the principles of the Independents. The
colonies of Rhbode lfland and New Haven founded and eftablifped.  Commiffion from
King Charles 1. to Archbifbop Loud and others for regulating the plantations in 1638.
The Maffackufets addrefs to thofe commiffioners concerning the patent of the colony :
Remarks : New [ettlements made.  State of the country in 1659. The number of

~ planters and paffengers who arrived in New England before 16405 with remarks.
Puritan minifters there : the flourifbing condition of the Maflachufets in 1641. New
Settlements made : Growth of the colony at different periods: Refolve of the Houfe of
Commons in favour of the MafJackufets colony in v642. The divifion of the colony
into four townfbips in 1643 : The townfbips in eack county : Remarks on them. The
union of tze four grand colonies of New Znglond; with remarks. Order of the ge-
neral court, in 1644, relative to the civil war in England.  The town of Eaft
Ham built. The Narragonfets fubmit in 1645. Colony difputes: the Hingbam
petition : Mr. Wintkrop’s [pecch : The petitioners carry their complaint to England.
Proportional aids of the four colonies in 1647. Remarks on the civil war in England,
and its effelt on the colonies in 3648,  Governor Winthrop’s death in 164q. 99

Secr.



CONTENTTS

Seer. 1L Afairs with the Dutch and French in 1650. Harvard College incor-
porated. The firft proceedings for propagating the Gofpel among the Indians : The
Society incorporated for that purpofe in England. — Petition from the general court of
the MafJachufets Bay to the parliament of England againft a new patent : and their
letter to the Lord-general Cromwell againft inviting the Colonifts to remove to Irela_nd
in 1651, The province of Main united to the Maflachufets in 1652 : A mint
erefled at Bofton for coinage of money. My. Dudley dies in 1653. Mr. Belling-
ham chofen governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-governor, in 1654 : Addrefs of the
general court to Oliver Cromwell. Mr. Winflow dies in 1655 : Cromwell’s views
in America : Separation of the Anabaptifts. The perfecution of the Quakers in 1656
its prevention by King Charles 11. in 1661,  Remarks thereon. Page 114

Sect. IV. Mr. Endicot chofen governor, and Mr. Bellingham deputy-governor, in
1660.  The Maffachufets corporation congratulates King Charles 11. on bis reftoration.
His Majefty’s letter in anfwer. The King proclaimed in New England, in 1661.
Declaration of the general court of the Maflachufets of their rights by charter. Synod
beld at Boflon, in 1662, concerning baptifm of infants. Hampfbire county efia-
blifbed.  Minifters arrive in New England, in 1663, after the alft of uniformity.
The colonies of Commellicut and New Haven united by charter, in 1664. New
York conquered from the Dutch. Commiffioners appointed by the King to [uperintend
the government of the colonies in New England.  Addrefs of the general court of the
MafJachufets colony to bis Majefly thereon. Letter froth Lord Chancellor Clarendon
to the MafJachufets corporation againft their addrefls.  The propofitions of the com-
miffioners to Plymouth jurifdiftion. Mr. Endicot dies in 1665, and is fucceeded as
governor of the Maffachufets by Mr. Bellingbam. Form of the oaih of allegiance
taken there.  State of the colony.  Difputes between the commiffioners and the gene-
ral court, in 1666, | 122

Sect. V. Mr. Leveret chofen governor of the Maffachufets in 167 3. —The war with
the Indians, called Philip’s war, in 1675 : its origin, progrefs, and conclufion.
The Englifh troops enter the country of the Narraganfets, and compel them to fubinit
2o terims of peace and amity.  Philip and bis allies defeated in feveral engagements.
Mr. Winflow appointed general of the united forces of the réfpeitive colomics.  The
grand attack wupon five thoufand Indians in their fortified fwamp. Ravages com-
mitted by the Indians in 1676.  The death of Philip, and end of the war. Remarks.

—Infurretion of the Indians in the caftern parts of New England fuppreffed. Gene-
ral remarks, 134

Secr. VL. Agents fent to England to anfwer the complaints againft the colonifts in
1677.—Mr." Leveret dics, and is fucceeded by Simon Bradfireet, Efy. as governor of
the Maflachufets. Mr. Wintbrop dies, and is fucceeded by William Leer, Efq. as
governor of Connellicut and New Haven, .in 1673.—T be cafe of the governor (m;;
company of MalJachufets Bay decided in 1679, The colonifts fubmit to the reculations
made in England. The agents return from England to Bofion with the KﬁiE’.f letter
and requifitions for the better government of ‘the colony.  New Haompfbive made m;

2 iudepender s
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independent government, and Fobn Cutt, Efq. appointed prefident in 168 1.—Mpr,
Dudley and My. Richards [ent as agents to England, in 1682, to defend the Maf-
Jachufets charter, then threatened with a quo warranto. The wvote of the governor
and affifiants thereon in 1683. The New England charters furrendered. Henry
Cranfield Efq. appointed governor of New England in 1684. King Fames I1. pro-
claimed in Beflon.  Mr. Dudley appointed prefident in 1686, Refolutions of him
aid bis conncil concerning their commiffion. Page 144

Seer. VL. From the diffolution of the charter in 1686, until the arrival of the
province charter, in 1692. 150

Sect. VIII. The new charter obtained in 1691 3—.A comparifon between this charter
and the old one.—Sir William Phips appointed governor of New Englandy the flate
of the colony under bis adminifiration: many perfons profecuted on pretence of
witcheraft : Articles of impeachment againft Sir William Phips; and bis death, in
1693. 161

Srer. 1X.  The adminiftration of affairs under governor Dudley from 1702 to 17152
The redultion of Port Royal in Nova Scotia, by General Nicholfon, with the affifi-

ance of the New England forces, in 1710: The unfucce[sful expedition againft
Canada, by General Hill and Siv Hovenden Walker, in 1711 : Remarks on the con-

duit of the Maflachufets government upon that occafion: a terrible fire in Bofton.—
Colonel Burgefs appointed governor, in 1715. Governor Dudley dies.—Colonel
Shute arrives as governor in 1716, when William Dummer, Efq. was appointed
licutenant-governor. The adyinifiration of affairs under Governor Shute, who
returns to England in 1722, to exhibit articles of complaint againft the houfe of re-
prefentatives s and obtains an additional charter in 1726.— William Burnet, Efy.
appointed governor in 1728.—He is fucceeded by Fonathan Belcher, Efq. in 1730, —
And be is [uperfeded by William Shirley, Efg. in 1741.—~The other royal officers
appointed by the crown. Contefts between the refpeliive governors and houfes of

reprefentatives relative to an eftablifbed falary. As alfo the difpute about the dif-
pofal of the public money. 175

Secr. X. The fiftem of laws, government, and the civil adminifiration, effablifbed
in the colony. 182

Secr. XI. The ecclefiafiical conflitution of the colony; the univerfity, and fiate of
learning there. 198

Seet. XII.  The climate, foil, produce, and trade of the colony, | 203

CHAF
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An Account of the Colony of CONNECTICUT in
NEW ENGLAND.

Sect. 1. Theorigin of the colonys and its charter granted by King Charles 11. - The
counties and towns s with their number of reprefentatives and jurymen. The legi/-
lative power and courts of judicature. Rates and iaxes. Number of people, and
militia. Abftrat of fome of their laws. Page 223

Secr. 11 Boundaries of the Province; mountains, rivers, preduce, and manufac-
turess trade and navigation. Account of Yale College at New Haven, An account
of the Indian charity-Jchool lately founded at Lebanon in Connelircut. 236

CHAPY IV.

A Defcription of the Colony of RHODE ISLAND in
NEW ENGLAND.

Secr. 1. Its original [ettlements from the Maflachufets : Providence firft fettled by
M. Williams of Salem, in 1635: Rhbode Ifland firft [ettled by the [ellaries from the
Maffachufets in 1637 and 1644 : their firlt forms of government ; and their letter to
the general court of the Maffachufets Bay, concerning the Quakers, in 1657. The
charter granted by King Charles 11. in 1662, to * The governor and company of
< the colony of Rbode Ifland and Providence Plantations” The charter ordered to
be vacated in 16845 and reaffumed in 168g. The courts of judicature in the co-
lony : its divifions into counties; taxes and valuations. Number of inbabitants,
whites, Negroes, and Indians. The proxies, reprefentatives, juftices of the peace,
and militia companies.  The indifference of the Rbode Iflanders in regard to religion

with fz’ﬁ»ap Berkley’s remarks thereon, and of the fate of the colony when bis lordfbip
was there.

- 247
Secr. II.  Boundaries of the province its trade and navigation 5 paper currencies
religion @ general obfervations, and mifcellaneous matters. 261

L AP Y

An Account of the Province of NEW HAMPSHIRE, in
NEW ENGLAND.

Seet. 1. Boundariesy original lands, and grants. Mr. Mafow's claim ; and M.
~Allen’s Purchafe.  Legiflature, and courts of judicature. 280

Sect. 1L Produce, trade, and wavigation. Mifcellaneous obfervations. Of Saga-
dahoc territory s and of the province of Main. General remarks, 289

BOOK
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The Hiftory of the Province of NEW YORK.

Cuar. 1. Situation of the Colony ; its origin and conqueft from the Dutch fucceffion

of governors, including a general biftory o the province. Page 1
Cuar. I1.  Boundaries, mountains, rivers, lakes, and Indianss counties, towns, and
inbabitants. 50
| Cuar. IIl. Legiflature, and religious flate of the pra‘viﬂce- of New York, 79
Cuar. IV. Produce, manufaliures, trade, and naw;g,atz'm.. 82

RNy I Y
NOVA CESAREA, or NEW JERSEY.

Cuar. 1. The original fettlements and grant.slaf the Colony. 85
Cuar. IL  Succefion of governors, and bifforical events. : 89
Cuar. IIl.  Tbe prefent State of the Colony.. : o8

B0 08 Y

An Account of the Province of PENNSYLVANIA, and its
Territories.

Sect. L. General Remarks: Boundaries: Original Grants from the Crown to the
Proprietaries, and from them to the Colonifts. 10X

Secr. 1I.  Divifions into counties— Defcription of the city of Philadelphia, legiflature,
and courts of judicature. Religious [eiZaries. 106

B O O L. YL
The Province of MARYLAND,

Cuar, L. Rife of the colony; original grants ; and firft fettlements. TFy
a Cuar.
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Cuar. II. The fourteen counties,, as divided and fettled in 15525 the courts, legi-
Jlative and executive; propriétors and’ deputy governors; taxes, quit-rents, and

CUTTENCIES. 119
Cuarp. III.  Boundaries, mountains and rivers, produce and manufaltures. 122
RO KL
" 'The Hiftory of VIR GINIA.
Cuar. 1.  Original difcoveries, charters, boundaries, and [ettlements. 12y
Cuar. II. Government 3 religion; and laws. \ 131

Cuap. 1L, Of the inkabitants, climate, foily animalsy produttions, and trade. 134

B O OK VIIL
The Hiftory of CAROLINA.

Cuar. 1. The difcovery aud fettlement of this Province; with an account of its
government, uniil the charter was furrendered to the crown in 1728. 137,

Cuar. 1. The charter [urrendered to the crown. A geographical defcription of
Carolinay with an account of the climate, and the divifions of the province in
general, 145

Cuar. lll. An account of the foil, preduce, trade, and inbabitants. 150

B0 QKA
An Account of the Colony of GEOR GIA.

Cuar. 1. The original fettlement of this colony, nnder the care of General :
with bis account of the neighbouring Indz’am.y s Oglftbarf; 5:

Cuasr. IL The principal [ettlements, towns, inbabitants, and public affui
e . I . . 2 g 3 rs; tbe §
pedition againf Sant Augufiine in 17403 foil, produce, and tfade. o - 1?7

BOOK
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BOOK X
The Hiftory of FLORIDA;

Containing its original and prefent flate, 169

5 R O
The Hiftory of LOUISIA N A,

Cuar. 1. Geographical defeription of Loutfianay its climate, rivers, Joily firft difeo-

very, and fettlement by the French. 173
Cuar. 1L The language, religion, government, and cuffoms, of the natives of
Louifiana, . : 186
Cuar. III.  The natural biftory of Louifiana. 189
Cuar. IV.  The trade and commerce of Louifiana. 19X

VOO K 3N
The Hiftory of CANAD A.

Cuar. L. Defeription of the country, [oil, and produce. Indians; and their trade
with the French. 195

Cuar. 1. The rivers, lakes, towns, and trade; with Jome remarks on the Indians
of Canada. 199

390 K" XL

An Account of NEW BRITAIN, or TERRA pe LABRADORE
and HUDSON’s BAY.

Caap. 1. Deftription of the country. Firft difcoveries. Royal charter in 1670. Set-
tlements. Trade. Climate. Attempts to difeover a north-weft paflage. 221

Cuar. II.  Difputes concerning a north-weft paffage; climate ; Indians.: 237
= BOOK
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BOOK XIV.
The Hiftory of NOVA SCOTIA.

Cuar. 1. Situation zmd extent of this province. Grant to Sir William Alexander in
1621. French [ettlements, and different revolutions there, until the province was
ceded to Great Britain by the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, and confirmed by fubfequent

treaties. 245

Cuar. 1. A particalar defeription of the country. 248
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BRITISH EMPIRE
NORTH AMERICA.
5 DO E:1I

Introductory to the Hiflories of the refpe@ive Provinces:

CONTAINING,

I. The firft eftablithment of European Colonies in North America : Dif-
putes there between the Englith and French: The nature of their
Colonies; and the commencement of Hoftilities between them in
£753-

II. The continuation of thofe Hoftilities until the Declaration of War in
1756. |

III. The Britith conquefts in America until the conclufion of Peace in
1763.

IV. Particulars of the Treaty of Peace, whereby thofe Acquifitions were
confirmed to the Britifh crown ; with their fubfequent formation into
New Governments.
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The difcovery of America, and the eftablifliment of Colomies there by the
Eurepeans.—Origin of the Britifh [ettlements mn North America; its
ancient names, and modern divifions.~QOrigin of the French fettlements
in Louifiana and Canada. Defcents and encroachments from thence upon
the Britifb Colonies.—Treaty of Ryfwick in 1697, the treaty of Utrecht
in 1713, and the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle i 1748, fo far as regards
our Colonies.—The French infraltions of the laft treaty. Remarks there-
on, and on the treaties relative thereto.—Commiffaries appointed, in
1750, to fettle the limits between the two crowns. The views of the
French in North America, and their Hoflilities on the Obio, m 1753~
State of the Britifb Colonies, and the number of thewr imhabitants ; as
alfo the number of French inbabitants in North America, with remarks.
— Account of the three forts of Government eftablifbed by the Englijl in
America: Royal Governments, Governments by Charter, and Proprictary
Governments ; their difference and diftintion, with remarks. 1he Bri-
tifb Colonies exert themfelves, encouraged by the Earl of Halifax.—French
troops fent to Canada ; and two provincial regiments ordered to be raifed
in the Britifb Colonies~The conduct of the Courts of London and Ver-
Sailles.—Supplies granted for. America by the Britifh Parliament.— Ne~
gociations continued . FEurope concerming America— Propofals on both
Jides for a Ceffation of Hoftilities there. The points claimed by France :
¥y
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Thofe claims rejecled: Both fides prepare for War.—Admiral Bofcawen
jh;/ffwitb a. fqz{adron 1o Neiv/f‘o_zmglf-md, and Geperal Braddock fent waith
twwo regiments from Ireland to Virginia.—General reprizals granted againjt
all French fbips: Both nations juftify their conduct in- Europe, while
Hoftilities are continued in America—Remarks.

to the reft of the world, until the year of Chrift 1492, when it

was difcovered by Cliriftopher Columbus. The Spaniards called
it the New World ; and it is {eparated from the Old, by the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. The Atlantic is about three thoufand miles wide between
South America and Africa, and nearly the fame breadth between North
America and Europe ; but the Pacific 1s about nine thoufand miles wide
between America and Afia. There are {fome reafons, however, to ima-
gine, tuat America may nearly join- either to-the- north-part of Afia or-
Europe ; or perhaps to both. '

T HE great and populous continent of America rethained unknown

The example of the Spaniards excited other Furopean princes to effa-
blith colonies in America, which is now inhabited from north to fouth by
Europeans, who have almoft extirpated the natives, and formed a kind
of collateral power to the Furopean ftates. The New World has enriched
the Old ; which has improved the New. Armies have been fent from-
Europe to fight in America ; juft as the Roman legions were fent to Afia
to determine the fate of nations : and the like revolutions that have hap-
pened in ages paft, may, in the courfe of time, happen again..

Never were any: people poffefled of a finer country, or more happily
fituated, than that now {ubje& to the crown of Great Britain on the other.
fide of the Atlantic ocean. Henry VIL king of England employed Sebaf-
tian Cabot in his fervice, to difcover a. north-weft paflage to the Eaft Indies,
in which he failed; butin 1497, he made land in Weft Greenland in 67
degrees of north latitude, and from thence coafted to Cape Florida in 235
degrees, taking pofleflion, according to the forms of thofe times, as he
failed along, for the crown of England, which thereby claimed a right
to the pofleflion of the north-eaft coaft of America prior to any. other
European power. The commotions between England and. Scotland poft-
pﬂoned the further-.profecution of thefe difcoveries; upon which Sebaftian
(,abothwen_t to Spain, where he was made chief pilot of the kingdom, and
was highly carefled, to prevent his engaging with any other court; though
he received an annuity of 166/, 135 44d. from the king of England, as
a reward,fqr his fervices ; becaufe he was juftly reputed the firft difcoverer
o1f the continent of North America. The Englith planted no- Colonies
there unul the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who granted a patent to Sirc

Waltex
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Walter Raleigh and his aflociates, in 1584, for all fuch parts of America
as he thould difcover and plant, from 373 to 40 degrees of north latitude.
Sir Walter formed a fettlementin the ifland of Roanoke, near the mouth
of Albemarle river in North Carolina,. and called all this part of the con-
tinent by the general name of Virginia, in honour of his fovereign, Queen
Elizabeth. This illuftrious man may be confidered as the father of the
Britifh Colonies, which have moft unexpectedly proved of infinite emolu-
ment to his native country, where he fell a facrifice to the refentment of”
Spain in the reign-of JamesT. The colonization of Virginia, however,
was not completed until the reign of Charles I. which was followed by
forming other {ettlements in thofe extenfive countries belonging to the
Britith government, upon the northern coafts of America ; as alfo in the
iflands of the Weft Indies, {ituated between the Atlantic ocean; the north:
fea, and the gulph of Mexico.

All this part of the continent’ was originally called Apalacha by the
natives ; and by the Spaniards, Florida. It was afterwards divided by the
Englifh into' North and South Virginia: and then fubdivided into the
provinces; or colonies, of New England, Virginia, New York, New
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, North and South Carolina, Georgia,
Nova Scotia; befides New Britain, or Terra de Labrador, which is much-
the-fame with the country called Hudfon’s Bay and Streights, feparated
from the reft of the Britifh territories by the river of St. Lawrence and
part of Canada. Thus the principal Colonies of the Britifh- empire on
the continent of North America lay contiguous, fit to be confolidated, and-
formed one continued chain of about 150> miles in length, with the fea
before them, and the Apalachian mountains behind, generally at about
the diftance of two or three hundred miles : Butif the Iroquois, and other

Indian nations under the proteétion of Great Britain, were included, the.
breadth muft have extended to Canada and Louifiana.

ames Cartier failed up the river of St. Lawrence, and took pofleflion:

of ‘Canada for the French in 1534. In 1562 they began another fettle-
ment in Florida, as it was then called, in the latitude of 34 degrees; but
they could not complete any fettlement there until 1664, when De la Salle
difcovered the mouth of the Mifliflippi ; and, in 1698, (berville called the
whole country Louifiana, in honour of Louis XIV. which has been greatly
improved, efpecially fince the year 1720. Thefe large countries were
fituated at the back of the Britiffi Colonies; and it was {ecn evident that
the court of France began to make North America an objet of great at-
tention, with a defign to become matfters of it all. 'Fhey found that, by
means of the great lakes, they could come clofe upon Virginia, Pennfyl-
vania
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. that by the river St. Lawrence on on¢ fide,
and Cape Breton on the other, they could endanger Nova Scotia.. From
hence it was ananifeft that Great Britain could not be too. provident 1n
aflifting any of her Colonies that xmght be a?tgckcd or_thr?atened by the
French, who boafied they would drive the Britith colonifs into the fea.

vania and New York ; as allo

The French made repeated defcents from Canada upon the Britifh
Northern Colonies, and deftroyed their fettlements: they made peace
only 1o firengthen themfelves for war, and broke every treaty to accom-

plith their views. Gallic faith was become proverbial, and the neighbours

of France could reproach her with innumerable inftances of a moft profli-.

“cate difregard to the moft folemn treatics ; while the power, populoufnefs,

and extent of their monarchy exempted the French from thofe apprchen=
{ions which bind the weaker fide to be faithful to its engagements.

By the treaty of Ryfwick in 1697, commiflioners were to determine
the difputes about Hudfon’s Bay: And by the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713,

" it was agreed that Hudfon’s Bay fhould be reftored to ‘Great Britain. By

this treaty of Utrecht, all Nova Scotia was te be.delivered to the Englifh,
with Newfoundland and the adjacent iflands; which was confirmed by
the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. But this laft treaty wasno fooner-
{igned, than France began to reftore her marine, which had been almoft
ruined in the late war; and no fooner had the Britith fubje&s began to
fettle in Nova Scotia, than the French began to difpute dbout its bounda-

‘ries, which they were determined to abridge in favour of themfelves,

while they were gradually drawing and extending a line along the borders
of the Britith fettlements from St. Lawrence to the Mifliflippi, and build-
ing forts to {ecure the moft convenient pafles on the lakes and rivers that
formed the communication. They were fenfible this would effectually
cut off all intercourfe and traffic between the Britith Colonies and the
Indians up the interior countries, whom they could compel to fall under
their fubjeion, or flarve; notwithftanding it was agreed, by the 14th
article of the treaty of Utrecht, that *‘ the {ubje&s of France, inhabitants
of Canada, and elfewhere, thould not difturb or moleft in any manner

whatever, the five Indian nations which were fubje& to Great Britain, nor
.its other American allies.” :

‘Many clamours were raifed at the conceflions made to France at the

conclufion of the peace of Utrecht. The Britith miniftry were blamed

for not infifting on the {urrender of Canada, as well as Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland, for the fecurity of the Northern Colonies ; nor ought they
to have allowed the I'rench the poffeflion of Cape Breton, if they had

well
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well confidered or properly underftood the nature of the fithery in thotc
feas. 1 o

~Both Canada and Nova Scotia were the ancient poffeffions of the crown

of England; therefore King James I. knowing his title to be good, made
a grant of Nova Scotia, in 1621, to the Earl of Stirling : but Charles L.
and Charles II. gave it, together with Canada, to the French. Nova
Scotia was to be fully reftored to the Englifh by the 12th article of the
treaty of Utrecht; and it was then univerfally allowed, that its limits
extended as far as New England on the Weft, the river and gulph of St.
Lawrence on the North and Eait, and the Atlantic ocean on the South.

It is very neceflary to obferve, that though the reftitution of Cape
Breton to the crown of England was certainly implied in that tweltth
article, as well as that of Nova Scotia ; though Cape Breton was always
reckoned a part of Nova Scotia, and included therein by the patents;
though Queen Anne declared, that fhe looked upon Cape Breton to belong
to her, as part of the ancient territory of Nova Scotia; yet, by the thir-
teenth article of the {fame treaty, the Englifth were negociated out of this.
important place, which was given up to the French.

In the propofals which Louis XIV. made to Queen Anne, previous to
the treaty of Utrecht, his whole foul feems to have been fixed upon the
pofleflion of Acadia or Nova Scotia ; but by the {ixth article in thofe offers,
he propofed, That “after the conclufion of the peace, there thould be
commifltoners named on both fides, as well for regulating, 1n the {pace
of one year, the limits between Canada or New France on one fide, as
Acadia and the lands of Hudfon’s Bay on the other.”™ And in the next
article he propofed, That “ the limits being once fixed, it fthould be
forbidden to the fubje&ts of both crowns to pafs the faid limits to go by
land or bjr‘ fea the one to the other; as likewife to difturb the trade of
either nation among themfelves, and to difturb the Indian nations who
were allies, or had made their fubmiflion to either crown.”” 'TFhe French
wanted a fpeedy conclufion of the peace, and were defirous that commif-
faries thould be appointed to fettle and adjuft the differences relating to
commerce, as had been done between them and the Dutch at the treaty
of Ryfwick; which the Britith minifiry refufed, becaufe ¢ whatever is
referred, s given up.”

By the treaty, however, the Canada or French line with the Hudfon’s
Bay company of Great Britain was afcertained, from a certain promontory

upon the Atlantic ocean, in 58 degrees 30 ‘minutes of north latitude, to
8 run
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run fouth-weft to Lake Miftaflins ; to be continued ftill fouth-weft to the
49th degree; and from thence due weft indefinitely. By this conceflion
the French obtained a fea-line fkirt of Terra de Labrador, or New Britain,
the better to accommodate their fithery: but, if the Britith . intereft had
been fufficiently regarded, the weft line or parallel of 49 degrees north
latitude ought to have been continued caft a little above the mouth” of

St. Lawrence or Canada river,

Yet, in -this peace of Utrecht, it was omitted to fettle a line between
the Britith Colonies and thofe of France from north to-fouth; as alfoa
line caft and weft between Carolina or Georgia and the Spanifh claims in
Florida.

France had ftill a political afcendency over Great Britain in' the war of
1744 ; and by the ninth article of the treaty of peace in 1748, it was fi=
pulated, that commiffaries fhould be appointed to reftore and receive
whatever might have been: conquered on either fide. The French foon
after laid claim to the ‘greateft part of Nova Scotia, and of the country
belonging to the Iroquois Indians; therefore commiflaries were appointed
to fettle the precife limits between the refpedive crowns.

The Britith commiflaries were Governor Shirley and Mr. Mildmay,
who went to Paris in 1750, and held many conferences with the French
commiflaries appointed for fettling the controverted limits in America.
It was a fruitlefs negociation ; but the Britith.commiflaries drew up {eve+
ral judicious and laborious memorials, in'{upport of their fovereign’s
right to Nova Scotia ; and their memorials were publithed in 1756, by
order of the Farl of Halifax and the other Lords of Trade, as a full exhi-
bition of the Britith title to that part of America.

One great and indeed principal fecurity of the Britifh Colonies againft
the fatal effets of the French encroachments confifted in this, that the
French fettlements were not capable of {ubfifting a body of troops ftrong
enough to overrun the Britith Colonies ; nor had they any convenient har-
bour except in the ifland of Cape Breton. But it was apprehended, if the
French made themf{elves mafters of Nova Scotia, they would be in’a con-
dition to introduce and fubfift a body of troops ftrong enough, with the
French Acadians, the inhabitants of Canada and Cape BI‘CtOI; and the
Indians, to reduce all the Britifh Colonies. ¢ :

: W h]]‘c the Britl{h commxﬂar_lcs were negociating at Paris, the ufurpa-
tions of the French were continued in America. They frequently made
. incurfions
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incurflions into ‘the peninfula of Nova Scotia, where they built feveral
forts, and particularly a moft important one to command the ifthmus;
thus deciding by the {fword, in time of full peace, that controverfy which
they them{elves had agreed fhould be am1cably adjufted by their commif-
faries.

In the war of 1744, the French efteemed their fithery upon the banks
of Newfoundland, Cape Breton, and Nova Scotia, as the principal branch
of their commerce, and the foundation of their maritime force; but they
had the mortification to {ee that trade fufpended by the lofs of Cape Breton
in 1745, and all Canada endangered by a deftined attempt upon Quebec

“in 1746. The French altered their plan after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,
and were refolved to get pofleflion of North America by land, as they
were not ftrong enough to difpute the dominion of the fea, which they
had done in 1690 and 1692. They expended great fums of money upon
their royal geographers and hydrographers, that their maps and fea-charts
might quadrate with their political fyftem of encroachments upon the ter-
ritories of other nations ; and thus, by eftablifhing their imaginary rights
by the pen, they were determined to confirm their accuracy by a forcible
pofleflion, and maintain it, if neceflary, by the fword.

It has been ever underftood, from the firft fettlement of American Co-
lonies, that the poffeflors of the coaft had an inherent right to the inland
territory. Upon this principle, the Britith charters, granted to the
feveral proprietors, afcertain the boundaries of the Colonies only from
north to fouth, and leave them unlimited from eaft to weft; but the
French fettled Canada to the north-eaft of the Britith Colonies, where
they met with little interruption in their eftablifhment, which tempted
them to move to the fouth-weft. They then began to prefcribe thofe
boundaries of the Britith fettlements, which had always been confidered
as illimitable, by building a line of forts to prevent their extenfion weft-
ward, and to inclofe them between two fires, by means of their flect at
fea, when their marine was reftored, and their batteries at land.

The vaft tra& of country that forms a barrier for the Britith fettlements
between Louifiana and Canada, is inhabited by many different nations
of Indians, who are the natural lords of the {oil, which extends near
two thoufand miles in length, from the gulph of St. Laurence to the
mouth of the Mifliflippi, and about {ix hundred miles in breadth from
the head of the lakes to the Allegheny mountains. This great territory
is full of prodigious mountains, capacious lakes, and large rivers. The
French give us an account of twenty-eight Indian nations that were in
alliance with them in Canada; whofe country the French divided into

C ten

-



10

-

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ‘EMP_IRE: |
ten provinces : They had alfo made fixteen fettlements along the Miffif=

fipp1 in Louifiana, where they carried on a confiderable trade.

In 1716, the French erefted a fort near Onondago, to cut off the com~

munication of the Englith with Lake Ontario; but Colonel Schuyler de~
molithed the fort, and drove all the French out of that part of the country.
This induced the Englith of New-York, in 1727, to build a fort at
Ofwego, on the coaft of Lake Ontario. In 1731, the French ere&ed a
{trong fort at Crown-point, on the fouth-weft of Lake Champlain, at the
back of New-England and New-York. The plan of ufurpation at the
back of the Britith fettlements went gradually on from year to year; but
they intended to give the finithing ftroke of their ambitious encroach-
ments, by erefting forts and fettlements upon the river Ohio, which.
roufed the Britith Colonifts, and alarmed the government in England.

The Marquis Du Quefne was governor of Canada in 1750, when he-
fent M. de la Jonquier to make proper fettlements upon the banks of the
Ohio, a country whofe inhabitants had been in alliance with the Englifh.
above an hundred years; to which alfo the Englith had a claim as being
a conqueft of the Five Nations; and from which, therefore, the French
were excluded by the 15th article of the treaty of Utrecht. The poflef-
fion of the Ohio was abfolutely neceffary, that the great plan of conne&~
ing Canada with Louifiana might fucceed; therefore the French began:
their hoftilities  againft the Englifh in that country foon after the peace of:
Aix-la-Chapelle ; infulted their traders, plundered and made them pri=
fonersy, ereCted fortrefles, and eftablifhed fettlements..

The governor of Virginia, in 17353, fent Major Wafhington to com=
plain of thefe hoftilities ;. but he returned with fuch an anfwer from the:

French commanding ofhcer on the Ohio, as only fhewed how much in:

earneft they were to maintain themfelves in. their new ufurpations ;. and:
from this period we may look upon the war as begun..

No doubt the French minifters flattered themfelves that' England, inat=
tentive to the interefts of its colonies for fo many years before, would not:
have the fpirit to oppofe force to force, and do itfelf juftice by other wea--
pons than the complaints of its ambaflador, and the memorials of its com=-

miflaries at Paris : But the hour of vengeance was at laft come ; the inte-
refts of the Britith nation were attended to by thofe in power, the infinite:

importance of its Colonies was underftood, and a refolution taken to have
recourfe to arms. Thus Great Britain: prepared’ for war ; a war truly
national, and {prung from a root truly Englith. The nation was not
fuffered to fink into contempt, though the miniftry, which had received:
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* no material alteration fince the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, were much
‘troubled with qualms arifing from their old kind of timidity.

The Ear] of Albemarle was the Britith ambaflador at the French court,
where he ftrongly remonfirated againft the proceedings and conduct of
M. de la Jonquier on the Ohio, and demanded that the fort which the
French had undertaken to build on the river Niagara might be razed.
The French miniftry were only for procraftinating the affair; while the
governors of the Britith Colonies {fent over freth complaints to the Britifh
miniftry, who began to think it neceflary to a& with {pirit in America,
if they negociated with fupinity in Europe.

On the 28th of Auguft 1753, the Earl of Holdernefle fignified his Bri-
tannic Majefty’s commands to the feveral governors of North America,
¢ That in cafe the {ubje@s of any foreign prince or ftate thould prefume
to make encroachments in the limits of his Majefty’s dominions, or to
ere&t forts on his Majefty’s lands, or to commit any other a& of hoftility,
and thould, upon a requifition made to them to defift from fuch proceed-
ings, perfilt in them, they fhould draw forth the armed force of their
refpective provinees, and ufe their beft endeavours to repel force by force.”
Governor Shirley, about the fame time, obtained permiflion to leave the
French commiffaries at Paris and repair to London, from whence he re-
turned to his government of the Maflachufets Bay, where he received
orders from Lord Holdernefle to keep that colony in a ftate of defence.
Party-{pirit was then predominant in moft of the Colonies ; but Governor
Dinwiddie and Governor Dobbs recommended warlike meafures to the
colonies of Virginia and North Carolina, {o that thefe two colonies, with
thofe of New-England and New-York, were fenfible of their danger, and
prepared for their defence.

The Earl of Holdernefle, as one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, had
wrote another circular letter, to inform the American governors, * That
his Majefty had information given him of the march of a confiderable num -
ber of Indians not in his alliance, fupported by fome regular European
troops, intending, as it was apprehended, to commit hoftilities on fome
parts of his Majefty’s dominions in America.” And fignifying to the go-
vernors, *“ That they fhould be upon their guard, and put the provinces

under their government into a condition to refift any hoflile attempts

which might be made on them.”

The Britith Colonies, exclufive of Georgia and Nova Scotia, were

dlwded into eleven diftinct governments, within each of which nothing
C 2 of
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‘of any confequence could be tranfacted but by their refpetive aflemblies.

They appeared infenfible of the impending filanger, when an immediate
junétion became abfolutely requifite for their common fecurity. They
contemned the power of Canada, and confided in the number of their own
inhabitants, of which the following is an authentic account taken from
militia rolls, poll taxes, bills of mortality, returns from governors, and

other authorities : ‘

The colonies of Inhabitants.
Halifax and Lunenberg in Nova Scotia — 5,000
New Hampfhire - 30,000

Maffachufets Bay = — 220,000
Rhode Hiahasad Brovideads fo o Logied 35,000

Conne&icut — 100,000
New York — —_— 100,000
The Jerfeys — —_ 60,000
Pennfylvantia —_ 2o 250,000
Maryland — — 835,000
Virginia _ ;a3 8 5,000
North Carolina —_ — 45,000
South Carolina it —_— 30,000
Georgia —_ — -— 6,000

R m——

Total 1,051,000

This number is exclufive of the Negroes, and the military forces in the
pay of the government. The Englifh inhabitants, though thus nume-
rous, were extended over a large tra& of land, five hundred leagues ia
length, on the fea-fhore; and although fome of their trading towns were
thick fettled, their fettlements in the country towns lay at a diftance from
each other. Befide, in a new country, where land is cheap, people are
fond of acquiring large trats to themfelves ; therefore, in the out-fettle-
ments they muft be more remote: and as the people that move out are
generally poor, they {it down either where they can eafieft procure land
or fooneft raife a fubfiftence. Add to this, that the Enghth had fixed and
{ettled habitations, the eafieft and fhorteft paffages to which the Indians,
by conftantly hunting in the woods, were perfeitly well acquainted with 3
but the Englifh knew little or nothing of the Indian country, nor of the
paflages through the woods that led to it..

The number of French inhabitants in North America, exclufive of

regular troops and Negroes, were calculated as follows :
| The
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'The colonies of Inhabitants,
Canada — e ~— 45,000
Louifiana — e 7,000

Total 52,000

The country was divided into feignories, and the lands held in foccage
by the tenants, who were thereby obliged, on any oeccafion, to take up
arms for their defence. The forces maintained by the king were diftri-
buted from Quebec down to New Orleans, among the {fmall forts in the
inland parts, and fome to the diftance of above a thoufand miles. The
Englifh, it is true, were more than in the proportion of twenty to one;
but union, {ituation, proper management of the Indians, fuperior know-
ledge of the country, and conftant application to a purpofe, might more
than balance divided numbers, and eafily break a rope of fand.

There were originally three forts of government eftablithed by the
Englifh in America: 1ft, A Royal Government, properly fo called becaufe
the colony 1s immediately dependent on the crown ; the king appoints the
governor, council, and officers of ftate ; but the people elect their repre-
fentatives: f{uch are the governments of Virginia, New York, the Jerfeys,
New Hampihire, both Carolinas, Georgia, Nova Scotia, and all the prin-
cipal iflands in the Weft Indies.—2d, A Charter Government was a com-
pany incorporated by royal charter, and invefted with a kind of {overeign
authority, to eftablith what fort of government they thought moft expe-
dient. Thefe charter governments have generally thought fit to transfer
their authority to the people; for the freemen not only ele& their repre=-
fentatives in the general affembly, but annually choofe their governor,
council or afliftants, and magifirates : they make their own laws, and are
under no other reftraint than this, that they enat no laws contrary to
thofe of England; if they do, their charters are liable to be forfeited.
Such are the governments of Connecticut and Rhode Ifland; and f{uch
were the governments of the Maflachufets, New Plymouth, and Pro-
vince of Main formerly ; but their firft charters being adjudged forfeited
in the 36th year of the reign of King Charles II. the charter granted to
the Maffachufets by King William I1I. has referved the appointment of a
governor, deputy-governor, and fecretary to the crown: but the houfe of
reprefentatives in the general aflembly yearly choofe the council with the
concurrence of the governor, who has a negative in all ele¢tions and acts
of government. The governorand council appoint the principal magiltrates,
and the general affembly nominate the inferior civil officers; but all laws
cnacied are to be immediately tranfmitted to the king for his approbation

or
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or difallowance, to be fignified to the governor within three years. From
whence it appears, that the government of the Maflachufets, in which

the colony of New Plymouth- and the Province of Main, with part of
Acadia, are now comprehended, is, in fome inftances, different from either
of the two former fpecies of government, or rather a mixture of both.—
3d, A Proprietary Government; this is where the king by his charter
conftitutes a perfon the true and abfolute proprietary of a colony, fuch as
Pennfylvania, granted by King Charles II. in the fourteenth year of his
reign, to William Penn Efquire, fon and heir of Sir William Penn, the
famous admiral who conquered Jamaica, and afterwards greatly diftin-
guifhed himfelf by his courage and condu& under James Duke of York,
in that fignal battle fought and obtained againft the Dutch fleet commanded
by Van Opdam in 1665. The king granted this charter, faving always
to himfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, the faith and allegiance of the faid
William Penn, his heirs and affigns, and of all other the tenants and
inhabitants within the territories fo granted ; and faving alfo to the crown
the fovereignty of the fame. By this charter, Mr. Penn was to hold and
poflefs the colony to him, his heirs and affigns, and their only proper ufe
and behoof for ever; to be held of the crown, as of the caftle of Windfor,
in free and common foccage, by fealty only, for all {ervices, and not iz
capite, or by knight’s fervice; yielding and paying therefor to the crown
two beaver-fkins, to be delivered at the caftle of Windfor, on the firft of
January in every year; and alfo the fifth part of all gold and filver ore
which thould be found within the limits granted, clear of all charges. His
Majefty ereéed that country into a province and feignory, and ordered it
to be thenceforth called Pennfylvania. = A full and abfolute power was
granted to Mr. Penn and his heirs, and to his and their deputies and
lieutenants, to enact and publith laws by and with the advice of the free-
men of the country or their deputies, whom the proprietary was to

aflemble for that purpofe. For farther particulars fee under the hiftory
of this colony.

Maryland and Pennfylvania are now the only proprietary governments
in North America. But, by a late ftatute, the proprietor muft have the
confent of the king in appointing a governor, when the proprietor does
not perfonally refide in the colony, and of a deputy-governor when he
does : Likewife, by another ftatute, all the governors of the Britith Colo-

nies are liable to be called to account for mal-adminiftration, by the court
of King’s Bench in England.

Thus there are various forts of rbyal grants of colonies, which may be -
more particularly ftated as follows :

1. To
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- 1. To one or more perfonal proprietaries, their heirs and afligns, both
property and government ; fuch are Pennfylvania and Maryland. 2. The
- property to perfonal proprietors, the government and jurifdi¢tion in the
crown ; as in the Carolinas and Jerfeys. 3. Property and government in
the crown, as in Virginia, New York, and New Hampthire. 4. Pro-
perty in the people and their reprefentatives, the government in the
crown; as in Maflachufets Bay. 5. Property and government in the
governor and company, called the freemen of the colony; fuch are
Rhode Ifland and Conne&icut: But this laft {eems to be the moft effetual
method of the firft fettling and peopling a colony.

In the beginning of thefe colony-grants there was only one houfe of
legiflature ; the governor or prefident, the council or afliftants, and the
reprefentatives or members voted together : But now, in conformity to:
the legiflature in Great Britain, they confift of three {feparate negatives.
Thus, by the governor reprefenting the king, the Colonies feem monar-
chical ; by a eouncil they look to be ariftocratical ; and by a houfe of re-
prefentatives, or delegates from the people, they appear democratical..
There are a few wrregularities or exceptions from thefe negatives in fome
of the colonies; as. 1. In Conne&icut and Rhode lfland, their eleGive
governor has no negative. 2. In Pennfylvania, the council have no
negative. 3. In Maflachufets Bay, the council are not independent; but
in fome eleGtions the council and reprefentatives vote together.

About half a century paft, upon fome complaints concerning the Colo-
nies, partlcularly of South Carolina, the Britith miniftiry were of opi~-
nion, that it would be for the general intereft of the kingdom to have all
charter and proprietary governments vacated by a&t of parliament, and a
bill was accordingly brought in the Houfe of Commons, where it was.
dropped by the addrefs of Mr. Dummer, who was then agent for New
England, and publithed an ingenious piece, wherein he gave the true
ftate of the Colonies, and convinced the mother-country of their utility.
However, {ince that time, their different conftitutions have too much di~
vided the general intereft of the Colonies, which has been increafed by an
interference with each other. Thus the different colonies have refpe&we
interefts, and the reafon is plain why they were {fo much difunited in 1754..
Each colony was independent of the other; fome of them very remote,
and thofe which were near were generally difcordant in their councils
upon the manner of adting againft the common enemy ; difagreeing about
the quota of men and money which they fhould refpectively contribute,
and confidering themfelves as more or lefs concerned according to the
diftance of the colonies from immediate danger; fo that it was very diffi-

cult
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cult for them to agree upon any one plan, and as difficult to execute it
if any one could be agreed upon. Whereas the French fettlements were
under the abfolute command of one governor-general, who could direc
their forces as he pleafed upon all emergencies. It was therefore eafy
to conceive, that a large body of men, part of them regular troops, with
the afliftance of the Indians fcattered through the continent, upon the back
of all the Britith fettlements, might reduce a number cf difunited and
independent colonies, unfupported with regular troops, though much
fuperior to them in point of the number of mh_abItants. The eﬁ"e&s_ of
this difference of government, within the Britith and French Colonies,
were moft fenfibly felt in the former war ; and a moft me]ancholy proof
was given of it after the circular orders from Lord Holdernefle were re-
ceived ; for, notwithftanding the common danger, no two governments
could agree upon any meafures, to aét with any degree of vigour for the

general good.

The French meditated all poffible arts to extend their frontier, which
began to alarm the Britith provinces; and as Virginia appeared more im-
mediately concerned, Governor Dinwiddie wrote to the neighbouring
governors, importuning the aid of the other colonies, for repelling the
invafion, and ere&ing a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monon-
gahela. New York voted 5,000/ currency in aid of Virginia, where
the fum of 10,000/. was voted, and 300 men raifed for the prote&ion
of their frontiers. The command was given to Colonel Wathington, who -
began his march on the 1ft of May, 1754. He crofled the mountains,
and penetrated as far as the Monongahela ; but was attacked on the 3d
of July by goo French and 200 Indians, who obliged him to {fubmit on
very difagreeable terms. Thus the French remained mafters of the Ohio,
and, built Fort Du Quefne, which they kept until 1758, when it was re-
duced by General Forbes, and called Pitt{burgh.

The glory of the Britith nation began to revive, and the Colonies
thewed an unexpe&ted exertion of public {pirit, efpecially as they were
patronized by the Earl of Halifax‘, who then prefided at the Board for
Trade and Plantations. The French had commenced acual hoftilities in
America, where they had fent 8,000 troops in 1752, of whom 2,500 went
to Canada, 3,500 to the Mifliflippi, and 2,000 to St. Domingo. In the
fummer of 1754, they colleCted together at Breft and Rochfort a confi-
derable number of {feamen, to be fent to Canada to man fome men-of-war
that had been built there; and were preparing to {fend additional forces
and warlike flores to that colony. This made- it neceflary for Great Bri-

tain to equip a fleet, as it was now determined not to lofe a foot of land
: in
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in America. His Majefty alfo dire@ed two new regiments of foot to be
raifed in America, under the refpeé’cive commands of governor Shirley and
Sir William Pepperell ; and two regiments were omelcd from Ireland to
Virginia, under the command of Major-general Braddock, who was
patronized by the Duke of Cumberland.

The French nation were not defirous of war; becaufe they knew they
were contending for boundlefs waftes, from whence neither they nor
their pofterity could draw much advantage for ages to come. The peo-
ple of England were eager for war, becaufe they were contending for the
preiuvatmn and fecurlty of a well cultivated country, inhabited by their
own countrymen, and of infinite prefent advantage to the fubjects of
Great Britam, of whom many thoufmds owed their whole {ubfiftance to
the American colonies.

The parliamentary grants for 1755 amounted to 4,073,420/. out of
which the fum of 40,350/ was granted for the two regiments of foot to
be raifed in America, 7,338/, for feveral officers to go in the expedition
under General Braddock, and 1,779/. for hofpital ofhcers in that expedi-
tion; 40,413/ for fupporting the colony of Nova Scotia, and 2,957 /. for

the colony of Georgia. Thus far the colonies were proteéted; but by
the mutiny-a&, which was principally conftructed by Mr. Fox then fe-
cretary at war, the forces in America were fubjected to a new militar
reftriction in thofe parts; for a claufe was inferted which provided that
all troops which fthould be raifed in any of the Britifh provinces in Ame-
rica, by authority of the refpetive governments, fhould, at all times
and in all places, when they happened to join, or act in conjun&ion with
his Majefty’s Britifh torces, be fub1e€t to the fame martial law and difci-
phnv.

The exercife of martial law hath been often oppofed and condemned by
parliament, as repugnant to Magna Charta, and inconfiftent with the fun-
damental rights and liberties of a free people; nor was fuch power given
to courts martial after the peaces of Ryfwick and Utrecht. Mr. Bollan,
the worthy and judicious agent for the province of the Maflachufets Bay,
offered a petition againft this additional claufe, which brought on a fhort
debate in the Houfe of Commons, but had no remarkable effec.

The French ambafador at the court of London made great proteftations
of the fincere defire which his court had, {inany and {peedily to adjuft all
difputes between the two crowns concerning America. He therefore
propofed, ¢ That before the ground and cucumﬁances of the quarrel

VO-L. 1 4 D fhould
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thould be enquired into, pofitive orders fhould be immediately fent to"t!fé‘

refpetive Britifh governors, forbidding them to undertake any new enter-

prize, or proceed to any alt of hoflility ; and enjoining them, on the

contrary, to put things, without delay, with regard to the lands on the
Ohio, on the fame footing that they were, or ought to have been, before
the late war; and that the refpe@ive claims fhould be amicably referred to
the Commiflioners at Paris, that the two courts might terminate the dif-
ference by a {peedy accommodation.”

The Britith court immediately declared its readinefs to confent to the
ceflation of hoflilities; but upon this condition, that all the pofleflions in
America fhould previoufly be put on the foot of the treaty of Utrecht,
confirmed by that of Aix-la~Chapelle. His Britannic Majefty, therefore,
propofed, that ‘¢ the pofleflion of the lands on the Ohio fthould be reftored
to the footing it was on at the concluflion of the treaty of Utrecht, and
agreeable to the ftipulations of the faid treaty, which was renewed by that
of Aix-la-Chapelle: and moreover, that the other pofleflions in North
America fhould be reftored to the fame condition in which they aGually
were at the figning of the treaty of Utrecht, and agreeable to the ceflions

and ftipulations therein expreffed ; and then the method of informing the

refpeQive governors, and forbidding them to undertake any new enter-
prize or act of hoftility, might be treated of; and the claims of both par~
ties referved, to be {peedily and finally adjufted in an amicable manner
between the two courts.”

The French ambaffador then delivered the draught of a preliminary:
convention, which was nothing but the firft propofal enlarged. The
draught of a counter-convention was delivered to him by the Britith minif=-
try, containing a propofal of the moft moderate terms; being confined
to thofe points only which were the indifpenfible right of his Britannic
Majefty, and cffential to the fecurity of the colonies. No anfwer was:
made to this by France, whofe ambaffador was ordered to demand, as a.
previous condition, that England fhould defift from the three following
points, which made a principal part of the fubje&t in difpute.

I. The fouth coaft of the river St. Lawrence, and the lakes that dif-
charge themfelves into that river.

II. The twenty leagues of country demanded along the Bay of Fundi: and
III. The Lands between the Ohio and Quabache. i

The difcuflions which followed this extraordinary claim, concluded
with the ambaflador’s prefenting a memorial, wherein the affair of the

ilands
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iflands was treated of, as well as that of North America, This was an-
fwered by a very ample piece, wherein the ambaflador’s piece was refuted
article by article, and the terms of the counter-convention fully juflified :
but this piece remained without a reply, by the fudden departure of the
ambaflador.

It was known that the French had a {quadron at fea, and it was necel-
- fary that the Britith colonies fhould be carefully proteéted ; for which
purpole General Braddock was fent with the troops to Virginia, and a
{quadron was ordered to fail for Newfoundland under adiniral Eofcawen.
As a kind of war was begun in North America, 1t was neceflary to purfue
it with power and vigour; and Great Britain was favoured at laft by hea-
ven with a fuccefs, in that part of the world, almoft unparalleled in
hiftory.

Admiral Bofcawen failed from Plymouth to the banks of Newfoundland,
where he took the Alcide and Lys, two fhips belonging to the fquadron
commanded by M. Bois de la Mothe, who efcaped with the other fhips,
and landed his troops at Louifburg and Quebeck.

Mr. Alderman Janflen was Lord Mayor of London in 1755, by whofe
application to the miniftry, orders of reprifals were granted to his Majefty’s
thips againft all kinds of French fhips, by way of retaliation for the
many murders the French had committed, their plundering of our traders
to a great amount in the Indian country, and the encroachments they
had made, fince the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. The Duke of Newcaftle
acquainted the lords of Council, that the Loord Mayor had fent him fome
excellent hints. Thefe were to feize the French thips from the Weft
Indies, ftated at four hundred fhips with twenty men in each, amounting
to cight thoufand feamen. ¢ Would not fo great a blow to their trade
firike fuch a terror throughout France, as to incline its fubjedts to wifh the
Englifh nation might be left in full and peaceable enjoyment of all their
juft pofleffions ? and would not his Majefty’s {ubjects in North America
receive the important news with the greateft joy, and unite, as one man,
to repel the common enemy, who muft be greatly difcouraged when they
were once convinced, that we were determined, with our fleets, to cut off
all farther reinforcements. going from France, to {fupport them in that
part of the world.”

The meafure pointed out by the Lord Mayor was foon carried into
execution ; and, before the clofe of the ycér, there were a&ually three
hundred and twenty fhips taken, with about 8coco feamen on board.

S, | e Commiflioners
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Commiffioners were appointed for the fale of all the prizes taken bcfm;
the declaration of war, and the money was lodged in the bank of Eng-

land : It was then faid to amount to above{even hundred thoufand pounds,
and lay there as a depofit to indemnify the nation againft the depreda-
tions which the French had committed in America; but private perfons
who fuffered by thofe depredations never obtained any part of it.

While this kind of war was profecuted, the condu& of both nations

was juftified. The Duke de Mirepoix delivered a memorial to the Britith -

miniftry, concerning the French claims to the difputed part of Nova
Scotia; which memorial fet forth, ¢ That Acadia, as claimed by the

Britith commiffaries, had above 460 leagues of coaft; that ceded by the -

treaty of Utrecht, contained little more than fixty; and the reflitution
demanded by the Count D’Eftrades about three hundred.” This memo-
rial deferved no other anfwer than that the ambaflador muft quit the king-
dom as foon as poflible ; and the French miniftry made a public declaration
to all the courts of Europe, that ¢ if his Britannic Majefty’s allies took
part in the war which was kindled in Ameriea, by furnifhing fuccours to
the Englith, his moft Chriftian Majefty would be authorifed to confider
and treat them as principals in it.”’ -

The French infifted, that the differences between the two crowns related
only to the continent of America, and cenfured the Englifh for taking
their fhips without declaring war. They every where declared, that
their flag was infulted, the law of nations contemned, and the faith of
treaties broken. They affeted to take the cdnfequence and effe& for the
caufe; and alledged, as the principal affair, what was only acceflory and
proceeded from it. France had invaded the Britith colonies, and was
fending a large reinforcement to America. Now the fame law, the fame
principle of felf-defence, which authorifes the refifting of an invader,
equally authorifes the preventing of the party attacked from being over-
powered by fo formidable a reinforcement. It was therefore very natural to
expect, that his Britannic Majefty would provide for the proteGion of his
{fubje@s, by preventing the landing of {o powerful an armament in
America, and by endeavouring to preferve his American colonies. It was

the invafion made by France and the violences that attended it which were

boftile, and it can never be unlawful to repel an aggreflor.

SECTION
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General Braddock lands in Virginia: His letters to the minyftry concamnw;

the flate of the colonies.—An account of the governors of the different
colonies 5 and of the French governor-general of Canada.—A grand
congrefs held at Albany, when r/73357251zz[ union qu‘/w colonies 15 agreed
upon.—Mr. Pownall’s plan is laid before the commiffioners, who approve
of it, and order quotas to carry it into execution.~=General Braddock’s pro-
ceedings : He bolds a congrefs at Alexandria, where it is determined to
carry on Four expeditions agamnf} the Pic;zcb : s unfuccefsful expedi-
tion a'razfﬂ fort Du Quefne; awith remarks thereon.—The French are
expelled Nova Scotia by y Colonel Monckton.—The expedition againft Crown
Pont by General 7’ob; yfon, who defeats the French army commanded by
the Baron de ngfwl —General Shirley’s expedition againft Niagara,
and its confequences ; which end the military operations of 1755 with

remaiks.

ENER AL Braddock, with the two regiments from Ireland, arrived

at Virginia on the firft of February, 1755 ; and, on the fourth, wrote

a letter ﬁom William{burg to Henry Fox 11{(1, fecretary at war, wherein-

he acquainted him, That ¢ aftera paﬂaﬂe of feven wecks, in which he
had very bad weather, he arrived there, where he found every thing in
great confufion, as he expeted it. Thatm much money had been expended
there, though very little had been done. That Sir }o‘m St. Clair was jult
arrived, and he referred to his letters for 'nc bad condition of the m{L

pendent compames of New York. That Governor Dinwiddie was of opi- -

~nion the people of Virginia were well perd {uaded of the neceflity of giving
all the affiftance in their power towards forwarding an affair that con-
cerned them fo nearly; and that Governor Dobbs was well enough fatis-
fied with thofe of his province, and hoped to be more fo thereafter. But
that Pennfylvania would do nothing, and {upplied the French with every
thing they wanted.”” This was, however, a rafh and ill-grounded cen-
{fure of that province. On-the 24th, the general alfo wrote to Colonel

MNapier much to the fame purpofe, complaining of the condition of the-

provincial troops, and that the Six Nations had then declared for the
French.

+

The Britith colonies were not united againft the common enemy; and.’
the Indians openly upbraided the Englith with their divilions and indo-

lence, which they acknowleged to be the greateft fecurity of the French,
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This made it neceffary that fome plan fhould be formed for a confederacy

of all the colonies; and accordingly orders were fent by his Britannic

Majefty to all the governors in North America, for a grand congrefs to
be held of commiflioners from the feveral provinces; as well to treat
with the Six Nations, as to concert a fcheme for a general union of the

Britith colonies.

At this time, the governors and lieutenant-governors of the Britifh
colonies in North America were as follow: Maflachufets Bay, major-
general William Shirley, governor; Conneéicut, Thomas Fitch, Elg;

governor; New Hampthire, Benning Wentworth, Efg; governor; New

York, James de Lancey, Efq; licutenant-governor; but Sir Charles
Hardy, knight, was appointed governor on the gth of January, 17553
New Jerfey, Jonathan Belcher, Efq; governor; Pennfylvania, Robert
Hunter Morris, Efq; lieutenant-governor ; Maryland, Horatio Sharpe,
Efq; lieutenant-governor; Virginia, Robert Dinwiddie, Efq; lieutenant-
governor; but William Anne Keppel, Earl of Albemarle, who was made
governor of Virginia in 1737, and died at Paris on the 22d of December,
1754, was {ucceeded as governor by the Earl of Loudon, in 1756; North
Carolina, Arthur Dobbs, Efq; governor; South Carolina, James Glen,
Efg; until the arrival of William Lyttleton, Efq; governor, who was
taken in his paflage to America in the Blandford man of war, by the
fquadron eommanded by M. du Guay, who carried the fhip into France,
where fhe 'was foon reftored, and Governor Lyttleton releafed; Georgia,
John Reynolds, Efq; governor; Nova Scotia, Colonel Charles Lawrence,
lieutenant-governor, and Lieutenant-colonel Robert Monckton, governor
of Fort Annapolis; Francis William Drake, Efq; a captain in the navy,
was governor of Newfoundland ; William Popple, Efq; was governor of
Bermudas; and John Tinker, Efq; was governor of the Bahama Iflands.

The Marquis du Quelne, the new governor-general of Canada, was
formerly captain of a man of war; he caufed a firong fort to be built on
the forks of the Ohio, after difpoflefling the Britith Ohio company, who
had begun to fortify there; and he declared, “ he would have a French fort
on cach of the waters that empty themf{elves into St. Lawrence and Miflif-
fippi :”” but he was now fuperfeded in his government by the Marquis de
Vaudreuil, who arrived about this time at Quebec with troops from Old
France, under the command of Baron Diefkau. The Marquis du Quefne
returned to Europe, and commanded a French fquadron in 1758, when
he was defeated and taken prifoner by Admiral Ofborn, between cape de
Gatt and Carthagena. The Marquis was in the Foudroyant, of 8o guns

and oo men; which was the fame thip that the Marquis de Galiffoniere

commanded.
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commanded when he engaged Admiral Byng off Minorca, on the 20th of
May, 1756. Captain Gardiner then commanded the Ramillies, under

Admiral Byng; and he now commanded the Monmouth of 64 guns, to -
which fhip the Foudroyant firuck after the death of the brave Captain

Gardiner. The Marquis du Quefne was brought to London, and fent to

refide at Northampton until the 21ft of O&ober following, when he re--

turned to France on his parole.

A grand congrefs of commiflioners from the feveral colonies was opened”

in the council-hall at Albany, in the province of New York, on the 18th
of June, 1754, when a plan was agreed upon for a general union of the
colonies, and creating a common fund to defray all military expences.

Thomas Pownal, Efq; brother to John Pownall, Efq; one of the fecreta--

ries to the Board of Trade, and afterwards governor of the Maflachufets,
was upon the {fpot.  This gentleman, by great induflry, and free accefs
to the papers in the plantation board-office, had acquired great knowledge
of American affairs. He therefore laid before the commiffioners at
Albany a paper intitled ¢ Confiderations towards a general plan of mea-
fures for the Englith provinces; wherein he thewed the plan of the
French meafures in building a line of forts round the Englith {ettlements ;
which was ¢ to cut the Englith off from all communicaticn of alliance
or trade with the Indians; to make a line of circumvallation to confine
the Englifh fettlements within fuch bounds as the French were pleafed to
fet to the Englith plovmces ; to join Louifiana and Canada; to become
mafters of the lakes, and make the whole continent one French kingdom.”

This was fupported by extra&ts-from French writers, particularly Henepin, .

f.a Hontan, and Charlevoix. He then obferved, that the whole ‘-back
country, which the French divided into Canada and Louifiana, they
called New France; the Englifh meafures therefore thould be, “ to open

themfelves a paflage to, and a communication with, the Indians; to dif~ -
join and keep feparate Louifiana and Canada; and to throw off this yoke -

of forts which the French were laying on their necks.” The only way

for the Englith to do this was to become mafters of the Indian countries,
fo as to fecure themfelves and protect the Indians. There appeared twe
ways of effeGing this: either to difpute with force and arms every pafs
and hold in the country with the Fz-ezwh, and to fecure {uch with forts

and gfirilfms ; or to become mafters of the lakes, and acquire the domi- -
nion-of that navigation. Ie confidered both thefe arguments ; but as -
the Englifh had no military eftablithments like the French, he declared °
his opinion as follows: * The meafure therefore moft reafonable and

. moft likely to fucceed is, to fet the furft ftep where we have already a footing.

~ Wehave in the Indian country a fort, a garrifon, and a port: under the de-
— fence
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{ence of thefe the Englith may build a fleet, that fhall firft open a paffage
and communication to the Indians ; fecondly, that may eftablifh a trade of
the moft cafy management and the greateft profit ; and, thirdly, that would

divide and cut off Louifiana from Canada.” He then remarks, ¢ All that

can be done at prefent is, under the defence of fort Ofwego, to fecure the

dominion of the Lake Ontario; and, in the mean while, to fecure by forts
the pafles upon the frontiers of our own fettlements (diftinguifhing here
the frontiers of the fettlements from the frontiers of the provinces) and
thofe of our allies, to prote& ourfelves and them. This being done, we
{hould attempt and acquire, for it is in our power, the dominion of all
the lakes, perhaps the lake Superior excepted. New Hampthire, Mafla-
chufets, and Rhode Ifland might be allotted to Lake Champlain; Connec-
ticut, New York, and New Jerfey, to Lake Ontario ; Pennfylvania, Mary-
land, Virginia, and perhaps the Carolinas too, to the Lakes Erie and

Illinois.”

This propofal of raifing a naval force upon Lake Ontar:o, being agree-
able to their own previous fentiments, was approved by the commif-
fioners, and afterwards adopted by the miniftry, and carried into execu-
tion; when the feveral Colonies (their plan of union, formed at this con-
grefs, having mifcarried) raifed feparately fuch numbers of men as they
thought themfelves able to maintain, viz.

Virginia - - - 1750
Maryland - - - 1000
Pennfylvania - - - 1500
New Jerfeys - - - 750
New York - B - 1000
Maflachufets Bay - - 1750
Conne&ticut - - ~ I 500
New Hampthire - - - 500
Rhode Ifland - - - 500

In all 102350

Although the union of the Colonies was a meafure recommended to
them by the crown, yet when a plan for that purpofe was {o readily con-
certed by the commiflioners, it feems that a jealoufy arofe, left {fuch an
union might in time render them formidable even to the mother-country.
Their plan, therefore, which was to form a general council compofed of
deputies from the affemblies of all the Colonies, wherein fhould prefide

a governor-general to be appointed by the crown, with a power in the .

council

Grwy
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council to lay and levy general taxes, and raife troops for the common
defence, and to annoy the enemy, was not approved by the muniftry,
But a new one was projeted in England, wherein it was propofed, that
the provincial governors appointed by the crown fhould be impowered to
meet, and order {uch troops to be raifed, forts built, expeditions under-
taken, and other expences incurred, as they thould judge neceflary; for
which they fhould draw on the treafury in England, which fhould be
reimburfed by future taxes on the Colonies, to be raifed by act of parlia-
ment. This the Colonies did not approve of; fo neither of them were
carried into execution. Had the firft been agreed to, probably no farther
expence on the part of Britain would have been neceflary than what
related to the fleet, as by land the Colonies united would have been
much too ftrong for the French, when their fuccours from Europe were
intercepted or prevented.

The Colonies of Virginia and Carolina had fent no commiffioners to
the congrefs at Albany; but the governors of thofe Colonies firongly
recommended to their aflemblies to a& with vigour and refolution, by
granting proper fupplies and entering into a plan of union with all the
other Colonies, for their mutual defence. Governor Dinwiddie, by a
letter from Sir Thomas Robinfon, one of the fecretaries of flate, was
dire&ed to provide a fufficient quantity of frefh provifions for the ufe of
the troops under General Braddock ; and the governor recommended to
the favour of the aflembly the poor men who {uffered at the Meadows
with Colonel Wathington, as they were difabled in the fervice of their
country. Governor Dobbs {ent a meffage to the aflembly of North Caro-
lina, wherein he laid before them what he called “ The grand plan of
France, to ruin and diftrefs all the Britifh Colonies on the continent.”
He gave an enormous idea of the Bourbon family; and remarked, that
the Gallic was worfe than Punic faith. He fummarily mentioned
the encroachments of the French in Nova Scotia, at Crown Point, at
Niagara, on the Ohio, and the Ouabache. ¢ Thefe, he faid, were all
facts too notorious and recent to be denied, and muft naturally difcover
the whole plan and fcheme laid by the French, to confine, conquer, and
enflave all the Britith Colonies; a {cheme grand in its extent, romantic
in appearance, and even beyond the power of France to execute, provided
the Colonies exerted their native force immediately, “and repelled the
French to their inhofpitable cold Colony of Canada, and confined them to
the hot fands of Louifiana.” To which he added, ¢ That his Majefty
in regard to his faithful Colonies, was only defirous that they fhould
unite, and form a fociety among themfelves, to raife a proper and adequate
quota or fund for their mutual fupport and defence, that the united force
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of the Colonies might a& together and have its due weight; and left it
to the Colonies to confider of the moft equitable and proper methed of

" raifing the taxes which were neceflary for the {fupport of his government,

their own peace and fafety, and a reafonable fum from each of the Colo-
nies, to be laid up as a fund to fupport and increafe their Indian allies,
and to prevent all foreign invafions and encroachments.”

The aflembly of Virginia granted go,000/, Maryland 6,coo/ and
North Carolina 8,000/ toward the common caufe: the affembly of Penn-
fylvania alfo pafled a bill for granting 25,000/ ; but their governer, who
is appointed by the Penns, proprictors of that province, and inftruced
by them, refufed his aflent to it, unlefs the - would exempt the proprie-
tary cltate from taxation towards that fum. This they thought unjuft
and unreafonable, as the proprictary eftatec was to be defended as well as
the eflates of the people. The grant, therefore, was rendered ineffe&tual ;
but the aflfembly neverthele{s gave, out of money they could difpofe of,
5,000/ to truftees, to be by them laid out for purchafing freth victuals,
and fuch other neceflarics as they fhould think expedient, for the ufe
of the king’s troops: and 10,000/ more for the general fervice of the
crown, and then adjourned. But the danger became fo alarming before
the end of the next year, that the proprietors confented to contribute,
and the affembly granted 60,000/, more, and eftablithed a militia in the

Colony.

When General Braddock arrived in Virginia, he fent exprefles to the
governors of the different provinces to meet him and hold a confultation
on the bufinefs of the approaching campaign. This congrefs was opened
on the 18th of April, 17535, at Alexandria in Virginia, where the general
had aflembled his troops and fixed his head quarters. It was then deter-
mined to carry on three expeditions to the northward; one againft the
French forts at Niagara; another againft their encroachments in Nova
Scotia; and the third againft Crown Point; while a fourth was carried
on againft the French forts upon the Chio.

When the conference broke up, General Braddock wrote to Sir The-
mas Robinfon, that ¢ he would be fuiliciently informed, by the minutes
of the council, of the impoflibility of obtaining from many Colonies the

‘eftablithing a general fund, agreeable to the inftrutions of his Majefty,

and the circular letters addreffed to the feveral governors.”

All the four operations were immediately began, for which thirteen
thoutand regular troops and provincials were in readinefs, befide the
Indians

g
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Indians of different tribes. General Braddock had pofitive orders to pro-
ceed immediately to Fort Du Quefne, at the forks of the Ohio and Mo-
nongahela; and he accordingly proceeded towards that fort with his
army, which confifted of the two regiments from Ireland, and the pro-
vincials, amounting together to 2,200 men, with fome Indians. Innu-
merable were the difficulties he had to furmount, in a country, rugged,
pathlefs, and unknown, acrofs the Allegheny mountains, through un-
frequented woods; and dangerous defiles. He advanced to the Meadows
where Colonel Wathington was defcated the year before; and, on the
8th of July, he encamped within ten miles of fort Du Quefne, with the
main body of his troops, which confifted of about 1,400 men, including
a detachment of failors, the troops of Virginia, and the independent
companies of New York; for the general had left his heavy baggage in
the Meadows, with a detachment of 806 men, under the command of
Colonel Dunbar, who was to follow as faft as the nature of the fervice
would admit.

On the gth, the troops pafled the Monongahela about noon, when
they were about feven miles from the fort, and in pafling a defile, were
faluted by a quick and heavy fire from an imperceptible enemy. The
van guard fell back upon the main body, every thing was in confufion,
the foldiers were ftruck with a panic, and could not be rallied by the ge=
neral, who was mortally wounded in the attempt. The whole army tied,
and left behind them all their artillery, baggage, and flores. Sir Peter
Halkett, colonel of the 44th regiment, was killed upon the fpot; as was
the general’s fecretary, who was eldeft fon to Governor Shirley. Moft of
the other officers were killed or wounded, and the whole lofs was com-
puted to be about 200 killed, and 400 wounded.

It is true, General Braddock was a brave regular foldier, and recom-
mended to this command by the Duke of Cumberland, who was then
captain-general of the army, and had this fervice very much at heart, as
it was of the higheft importance to his Majefty’s American dominions,
and to the honour of his troops employed in thofe parts. His royal
highnefs took fuch a particular intereft in it, that he gave the general
feveral audiences, when he entered into an explanation of every part of
the fervice in which the general was to be employed: and, as a better
rule for the execution of his Majefty’s infiruCtions, the general was ho-
noured with the fentiments of his royal highnefs in writing, which were
delivered to bim by Colonel Napier, the adjutant-general, wherein his
royal highnefs advifed the general, ¢ how careful he muft be to prevent
a furprize; and that the moft firi difcipline was always neceffary, but
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more particularly fo in the fervice in which he was engaged : ‘wherefore
his royal highnefs recommended to him, that it fhould be conftantly ob-
ferved among the troops under his command, and to be particularly care-
ful they were not thrown into a panic by the favages, whom the French
would certainly employ to frighten them.” The beft foldiers have felt
ftrange panics, and this was the cafe with thofe under the command of
General Braddock, who is faid to have been auftere in temper and fevere
in difcipline. The Indians deferted him becaufe he'held them in contempt: -
and he defpifed the Provincials who fhewed their courage in preferving
the regulars in the retreat. If a number of Indians had preceded the
army, they would have feafonably difcovered the enemy’s ambufcade;
and the Virginian rangers, inftecad of being made to ferve as regulars in
the ranks with the Englifh troops, fhould have been employed as out-
fcouts : but this ftep, {o neceflary to guard againft furprize, was too un-
happily omitted. However, this unfortunate general behaved very

gallantly, and deferved a much better fate.

The firength of the enemy was not then certainly known; for, ac-
cording to Indian accounts, they exceeded not 400, chiefly Indians. But
by other accounts, it appears that the French, who were pofted at Fort
Du Quefne and on the Ohio, confifted of fifteen hundred regular and fix
hundred irregular troops, who had with them a confiderable number of
Indians in their intereft. The French general had very particular intelli-
gence of General Braddock’s defign, of the number and condition of his
forces, and the routs they were to take. He knew the Englith had been
fupplied with provifions, and were advancing toward the fort, which he
had left with a {mall garrifon, and formed a camp about {ix miles before
it, where he threw up entrenchments in a mafterly manner, having a
thick wood on each fide, which extended along the route that the Englifh
were to take. When General Braddock came within about three miles of
their entrenchments, the French drew out of their lines, placing their 600
irregulars in front and their 1500 regulars behind to fupport them. They
alfo ftationed a great number of Indians in the wood on each fide, who
effeGtually concealed themfelves behind trees and buthes. Had the am-
bufcade been difcovered, the French, if neceflary, might have retired
within their lines; and from thence, if forced, under the cannon of Fort

Du Queine.

It was thought that the fort might have been eafily taken, which
would have given the Englifh pofleflion of a fine and large country, and
opened a communication with the lakes, which was the intent of the

expedition, as appears from the Duke of Cumberland’s infiruGtions to
6 General
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General Braddock. When that general fell, he was carried off the field
by his officers, fhot through the arms and the lungs, of which he died the
fourth day : but when the fecond party joined the routed divifion forty
miles fhort of the place of alion, the terror diffufed itfelf {fo much
through the whole army, that Colonel Dunbar retreated to Fort Cumber-
land, “where Governor Dinwiddie wrote to him, and propofed a fecond
attempt on Fort Du Quefne. In confequence of this propofal, a council
was held on the 1ft of Auguft; the members of which were Colonel
Dunbar, Licutenant-colonel Gage, Governor Sharpe, Major Chapman,
Major Spﬁr"ceq and Sir John St. Clair; when it was unanimoully con-
ceived that Mr. Dinwiddie’s fcheme was impracticable. The panic ftill
continuing, Colonel Dunbar began his march the next day towards Phi-
ladelphia with 1600 men; leaving behind him the Virginia and Mary-
land companies, and about 400 wounded men.

Here it may be obferved, that the French kept pofleflion of Fort Du
Quefne, and fecured the neighbouring Indians in their intereft, until the
year 1758, when General Forbes, at the head of Colonel Montgomery’s
regiment of Highlanders and fome provincial troops, amounting in the
whole to 2500 men, marched in June from Philadelphia, and in Novem-
ber came up to Fort Du Quefne, which he found burnt and abandoned
by M. Delanarie, the governor, who efcaped with his garrifon down the
river to their forts and fettlements upon the Mifliflippi. General Forbes
1mmed1ately took pofleflion of the fort, which he now called Pittfburgh,
in honour of Mr. Pitt, who promoted the expedition, and to whom the ge-
neral immediately wrote to congratulate him upon this important event..
The next day, 4 large detachment was fent to Braddock’s field, to bury the
bones of their flaughtered countrymen, many of whom were butchered in
cold blood by the French and their Indians, who, to the eternal infamy of
their country, had left them lying above ground ever {ince. The general
eftablithed garrifons on the Ohio, at Fort Ligonier, Bedford, and all along
the communication, whereby the Englifh were eftablifhed in the fineft
country .of America, m1d the French had their chain of communication:
between Canada and Louifiana deftroyed. -

As to the three expeditions agreed in the congrefs at Alexandria to be car~
ried on in 1755, to the northward, againft the French at Niagara, Crown:
Point, and Nova Secotia, they were all. put into execution by Governor-
Shirley, upun whom the command of the Britith forces in North America
devolved after the death of General Braddock. He fent orders to Colonct
Dunbar to march his troops from Philadelphia to Albany, which was the:
grand theatre of all the preparations for the northern expeditions..

The:
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The expedition againft Nova Scotia was firft put into execution, and
the troops for that fervice were put under the command of Lieutenant-
colonel Monckton, who, on the 6th of June, took Fort Beaufejour in the
bottom of the Bay of Fundi. This was the ftrongeft fortification in
Acadia, and was new named Fort Cumberland. The redu&ion of this
place was followed by that of the {fmall fort at Bay Verte, and by another
large fort at St. John’s river. The Indians fubmitted to the Englifh,
who recovered the whole country with little lofs, and tranfported many
Acadian families, commonly called the French Neutrals, to the othet
northern colonies, where they could no longer affift the French as Britith
rebels.  But the French were not quite extirpated from Nova Scotia until
the redu@ion of Cape Breton in 1758, when the remainder of them were
compelled to retire and take refuge in Canada, whereby their vacated
lands, which had been well cultivated, and every other part of this valu-
able province, were left totally for the poffeflion of the Britifh colonifts.

When Colonel Monckton had expelled the French from their forts in
Nova Scotia, Captain Rous; who commanded the naval part of that ex-
pedition, deftroyed all their fithing huts and veflels upon the coaft of
Newfoundland.

The expedition againft Crown Point was committed to the care of
Colonel Johnfon, to whom Governor Shirley gave a provincial commif-
{ion, whereby he was appeinted major-general and commander in chief
of the four thoufand provincial forces to be employed in that fervice.

Fort Frederick at Crown Point was built by the French in 1731, on the
fouth fide of the gut or river which conne&ts Lake George, or Lake Sacra-
ment, with Lake Champlain. It was in the province of New York, and
little more than one hundred miles from Albany. The French built this
fort with that at Niagara and Fort Du Quefne in confequence of their
fcheme to poflefs all the pafles of the back countries and fecure them by
firong garrifons. By means of Lake Champlain, Crown Point commu-
nicates with Montreal, which is about ninety miles from it, and all the
way is navigable except at the carrying place. This French advanced
garrifon could eafily annoy all the upper parts of New York and New
England, and prevent the fettlement of any lands north of Hudfon’s and
Connedlicut rivers: therefore the reduction of it, with all the other little
forts on the fouth fide of Lake Champlain, was very neceffary to carry on
the grand operations for the expulfion of the French from Canada.

The French were prepared againft fuch an attempt; and their troops;
which landed at Quebec, were brought down to Crown Point, under the
command
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command of the Baron de Diefkau, who intended to take Ofwego, but
was prevented by the enterprize againft Crown Point.

General Johnfon encamped at the fouth end of Lake §t. Sacrament, to
which he gave the name of Lake George. The French general came down
againft the Englith camp at the head of gco regulars, 8oo Canadians,
and 700 Indians. He defeated a detachment of 1,000 men under Colonel
Williams, and then attacked General Johnfon in his camp, on the 8th of
September, when he was repulfed, wounded, and taken prifoner, with
the lofs of moft of his officers, and about 700 men killed. The Englith
had about 130 men killed and 6o wounded ; but among the former was
Colonel Tidcomb, and General Johnfon among the latter, who was ex-
pe&ed to have proceeded to Crown Point or to have difpoflefled the French
trom Ticonderago: but he contented himfelf with building a fockaded
fort near the lake, where he left a {mall garrifon of militia, to aflert the
right of his Britannic Majefty to the circumjacent country, and returned
with his troops to Albany. The French general was afterwards fent to
England, where he was treated with the greateft honour and refpect.
General Johnfon became idolized in America, and honoured in England,
where he was created a baronet by the king, and rewarded with a vote of
5,000 /. by the parliament.

The Duke of Cumberland, who thought the redufion of Niagara of the
utmoft importance, had recommended it to General Braddock to leave no-
thing to chance in {uch an enterprize. It was agreed at Alexandria, that
while General Braddock was to attack Fort Du Quefne with the Englith
regiments, and General Johnfon was to inveft Crown Point with the pro-
vincial troops, General Shirley fthould proceed to Lake Ontario, for the
prefervation of Fort Ofwego and the reduction of Fort Niagara, both on
the {ame lake, with his own and Pepperell’s regiments, and the regiment
of New Jerfey, commanded by Colonel Schuyler ; but the obftrutions at-
tending his preparations promifed no great advantages to the common caufe
at his firft fetting out. The paffage from Albany to Ofwego was then
imperfe&tly known to any but a few officers who had been ftationed at
the garrifon, and fome Indian traders of Albany and ScheneCada, who
informed General Shirley of the difliculties he had to undergo.

General Shirley, on the 8th of Auguft, arrived at Ofwego, upon the
fouth edge of Lake Ontario. The fort was formerly garrifoned by
twenty-five men; but the number was augmented to fifty, on the com-
mercement of the prefent difputes: fifty more were ordered up in March,
and Captain Braditrect arrived there in May with two hundred, befides

workmen:
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workmen to be employed in the naval operations, which were neceflary

to be made upon the Lake.

The tranfportation of provifions through this long tract of country
from New York to the Lake Ontario, was {o much retarded, that it was
impoflible to remove from Ofwego againft Niagara until the end of Sep-
tember; and General Shirley, on the 18th of that month, held a council
of war at his camp, where were prefent, befides his excellency, Colonel
Schuyler, Lieutenant-colonel Ellifon, Lieutenant-colonel Mercer, Major
Littlehales, Major Bradftreet, adjutant-general ; with the captains Patten,
Barford, and Broadly, who commanded the veflels on the Lake. The
General reprefented the ftate of affairs to the council, and obferved from
the whole, that as all intercourfe between the French at Frontenac and
Niagara had been fufpended for fome time; and as they had lain fill at
the former of thole places ever fince his arrival at Ofwego, it was probable
their defign was, if the Englith made an attempt againft Niagara, to
make a defcent, in the mean time, againft Ofwego from Fort Frontenac,
which was only §5 miles north of Ofwego; but Niagara was 150 miles
to the weftward of it. 'The council agreed to proceed againft Niagara
with fix hundred regulars and one hundred irregulars, who were to em-
bark with a proper train, and leave feven hundred men to prote& Ofwego
till their return. But they foon altered their refolution; for at another
council, held on the 26th, they were unanimoufly of opinion, that it
was moft advifeable to defer making any attempt againft Niagara or Fron-
tenac until the next year, when the general might feize the advantage of
an early campaign, and not only take, but hold Niagara; as alfo leave
Ofwego lefs expofed to the enemy from Fort Frontenac: and that, in the
mean time, the general fhould employ his whole firength in finithing the
forts, barracks, hofpital, and other works at Ofwego, as much as the
feafon of the year would allow.”

General Shirley immediately began to carry this advice into execution,
and retired from Ofwego on' the 27th of O&ober, leaving feven hundred
men 1n garrifon, under the command of Licutenant-colonel Mercer, with
orders to defend the works projected for its defence. On the 4th of
November, the general arrived at Albany, where he found Colonel Dun-
bar with the 44th and 48th regiments. He then wrote circular letters
to the feveral governors upon the continent, as far weftward as Virginia,
fummoning them to meet him at Albany, to form a council of war, pur-
taant to the royal inftruions; after which, he embarked for New York,
and arrived there on the 2d of December. The council met on the 1ath,

to deliberate upon the plan for the operations of the fucceeding campaign,
‘ and
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and it was agreed to fecure the navigation of the Lake Ontario, to raife
fix thoufand troops for the reducion of the French forts upon that Lake,
and to fend ten thoufand againft Crown Point: but the council declared,
that it would be impoflible to recover and {ecure the juft rights of his
Britannic Majefty without an additional number of regular forces, befide
thofe already upon that continent.

Thus ended the military operations of the year 1755; a year always
to be remembered in North America, where it opened with the faireft
profpe&s to thefe remote difperfions of the Britith empire. Four armies
were on foot to remove the encroachments of a perfidious enemy, and
the coafts of the Britith Colonies honoured with a fleet for their fecurity.
The French began to be defpifed; and the Englifh only defired a procla~
mation of war, for the final deftru&ion of the whole country of New

France. The Indians, from the ifthmus of Nova Scotia to the back of

New York, were conciliated to the Britifh intereft; and happy had it been:
for the weftern colonies if the fame advantages had been obtained on their
fide : but a difmal {cene was difclofed in thofe parts, by bands of rapa-
cious and bloody foes, committing murders inftead of waging war. The
Delawares began their incurfions, and war was declared againft them
m April, 1756, by the governor of Pennfylvania, who offered a reward
for {calps and prifoners. War was alfo declared againft them foon after
in New Jerfey: but Sir William Johnfon prevailed on thefe Indians to
lay down their arms.

The plan of operations fettled at New York by Governor Shirley was:
tranfmitted to Sir Thomas Robinfon, to be laid before his Majefty for the:
royal approbation : but a change was then made in the Britith miniftry ;
a general war was beginning in Europe; and the Earl of Loudon was to
be fent over to command all the Britifh forces in North. America..

VoL. L.- {2 ' S.EGCT TOUN
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S EC/T 10N «1IL

Proceedings of the Britifh parliament to fupport the rights of the crown in
America.—A revolution in the Britifh miniftry, and in the general fiftem
of Eurepe, on account of the difputes in America.—The rife of the war in
Germany.—The French take Minorca— His Britannic Majefly declares
awar againft France.—War declared by France againft Great Britain: Re-.
marks thereon.—The city of London, in their addrefs to the king, exprefs
their fears for the danger of bis poffeffions in America. Inflructions of the
principal cities to thewr reprefentatives in parliament tothe fame effect.—
Allies on both fides in the German war occafioned by that in America.—
General remark on the war in North America, as condulted by all the
generals commanding there until 1758, when Louifburg, Fort Frontenac,
Gafpeffiey and Fort Du Quefne were taken. The wmportance of thefe
acquifitions.—In 1759, fome iflands in the Weft Indies taken from the
French. Ticonderago, Crown Pont, Niagara, and Quebec taken. The
great confequence and walue of thefe poffeffions.—In 1760, Montreal
Sfubmits and Rifligouchi deffroyed.—In 1761, other conquefls are made by
the Britifh forces in the Weft Indies.—In 1762, war declared between
Great Britain and Spain, and on what account. The Havanna and
Manilla reduced by the Britifh arms.

REAT BRITAIN was now apparently once more at the eve of a

war with France; upon the happy iffue of which depended the very
exiftence of the Britith Colonies in North America, and the trade and
navigation of the Britith empire. The importance of the Britith Colonies
was juftly confidered, and the f{trength of the Britifh nation properly
exerted. His Britannic Majefty, on the 13th of November, 17535, in-
formed his parliament, that ¢ fince their laft feflion, he had taken fuch
meafures as might be moft conducive to the proteQtion of his pofleflions
in America, and to the regaining of fuch parts thereof as had been en-
croached upon or invaded, in violation of the peace, and contrary to the
faith of moft folemn treaties: That, for this purpofe, the maritime force
of the kingdom had been got ready with the utmoft application and ex-
pedition, and been principally employed ; fome land forces had been fent
to North America; and all encouragement had been given to the feveral
Colonies there, to exert themfelves in their own defence, and in the main-
tenance of the rights and pofleflions of Great Britain.”” The Houfe of
Lords, in their addrefs, thanked his majefty ¢ for his royal firmnefs, in
not yielding to any terms of accommodation with France, that were not

rcafonable
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reafonable and honourable ; and for exerting his royal care fo powerfully
in the protection of his Colonies: They acknowledged his wifdom and
goodnels, 1n 1ncreafing his naval armaments, and in augmenting his land
forces ; as alfo in generoully giving encouragement to that great body of
his brave and faithful {fubjects, with which his American provinces hap-
pily abounded, to exert their firength on that important occafion.” The
commons followed the example of the Lords, and the king farther affured
them, that ¢ he was determined to prote& and maintain the valuable and
undoubted rights and pofleflions of his crown.”

A revolution in the miniftry was formed, when Henry Fox, Efq; was
appointed one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, and William Pitt, Efq;
was removed from his office of receiver and paymafter-general of all his
Majefty’s forces. The parliament granted 7,229,117/ for the fervice of
the year 1756 ; out of which fum there were 81,178/, for a regiment of
foot to be raifed in North America; 79,915/ for {ix regiments of foot
from Ireland, to ferve in North America and the Eaft Indies; and 115,000/
to the provinces of New England, New York, and the Jerfeys, as a re-
ward for their paft fervices; as alfo 55,032 L for {upporting the colony of
Nova Scotia, and 3557/ for Georgia. The nation was for open war,
and the parliament for vigorous meafures : but if war was declared againft
France, it was forefeen that her arms would be turned againft Hanover;
therefore a party was formed againft all continental connexions, and for
confining the war to the natural flrength and intereft of the nation, fo as
to be profecuted only by {fea and in America.

A revolution happened throughout the whole fyftem of Europe, as well
as in the Britith miniftry. From 1748 until 1755 all Europe was in a
ftate of tranquillity ; but then the diftrufts which crept into the difcuflions
of the French and Englith, concerning their pofleflions in America, fore-
told an approaching fform. 'The King of Pruffia, on the 26th of January,
1756, concluded a convention of neutrality, or treaty of alliance, with
his uncle, the King of Great Britain, whereby it was declared, that
¢ their Majefties having naturally confidered, that the differences which
had lately arifen in America might eafily extend much farther, and even
reach Europe; therefore the ftipulations of this treaty tended to preferve
the peace of Europe in general, and that of Germany in particular.”
This occafioned a counter-convention of neutrality, or treaty of alliance,
between the Tourts of Vienna and Verfailles, which was concluded on the
1ft of May, 1750, and the extenfive preamble indicated, that it was done
“ with.a view to hinder the flames of war that might be kindled by the
differences between England and France about the limits of thelr refpe&ive

pofleffions
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poffeflions in America from fpreading, and difturbing the harmony and
good underflanding which then happily fubfifted between their Majefties.”

The feeds of a general war were fown, in which all parties and interefts
feemed afterward blended ; becaufe this war arofe from caufes which ori-
ginally had not the leaft connection; thofe caufes being the uncertain
limits of the Britith and French territories in America, and the continual
claims of the houfes of Auftria and Brandenbourg on the dutchy of Silefia.

The French miniftry pretended, they were defirous to have the difcuf~
fions relating to America determined by an equitable and folid accommo-
dation. But the Britith miniftry proved, that France wanted to draw a
veil over the hoftilities which the had committed in America, both in Nova
Scotia and on the Ohio, as alfo on the territories of Virginia.

The French minifters, at the feveral courts of Europe, {poke publickly
of invading Great Britain or Ireland; and his Britannic Majefty, on the
23d of March, 1756, fent a meflage to both houfes of parliament, to
inform them, that he had received repeated advices to that purpofe, as
alfo that “ he had taken proper meafures for putting his kingdom in a
pofture of defence againft {o unjuft and defperate an enterprize, projected
in revenge for thofe juft and neceflary meafures which had been taken for
maintaining his rights and pofleflions in North America.”” Both houfes
prefented very loyal addrefles to the throne; and the lords declared, that
¢ they looked with the utmoft indignation upon fo unjuft and daring an
attempt as that of invading his Majefty’s kingdoms, in revenge for the
generous and fteady condu& he had held in maintaining the juft rights
and pofleflions of his crown and fubje@s in North America, againft the
unprovoked aggreflions and hoftilities originally commenced on the part

of France; and they intreated his Majefty not to be diverted from it by
any appearances whatfoever.” ‘

The addrefs of the Houfe of Commons was much in the fame terms;
and other addreffes flowed in from all parts of Great Britain and Ireland.
The magifiracy of London exprefled ¢ their abhorrence of fo unjuft and
defperate an enterprize, projected in revenge for his Majefty’s royal and
gracious proteétion of the trade and commerce of his people, and the
neceflary defence of the undoubted rights and poffeflions of his crown.”
And the merchants of London declared, ¢ they could not omit their moft
unfeigned acknowledgments for his Majefty’s conftant attention to pre-
ferve the Britifh rights and pofleflions in America, and the properties of
their fellow-fubje@s there, with which the commerce and profperity of

2 thefe
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thefe kingdoms were {o effentially conne&ed.” The merchants of Briftol
<« prefented their juft tribute of thanks for the vigorous meafures taken
by his Majefty in defence of his American Colonies, fo effential to the
profperity of the trade of Great Britain.”” The magiftracy of Edinburgh
¢ teftified their abhorrence of the intentions of the court of France to
make an invafion upon Great Britain or Ireland; an enterprize formed in
defpair and rage, on account of his Majefty’s having refented the encroach-
ments, depredations, and murders committed by the French in North
America.”” The magiftracy of Dublin declared, ¢ they could not, with-
out the utmoft indignation, hear of the defigns of an ambitious and per-
fidious power to difturb their tranquillity, and that in revenge for his
Majefty’s fteady and uniform attention to the rights of his crown and the
pofleflions of his fubjeéts in North America.”

The French were afraid to invade Great Britain; but they equipped a
fleet at Toulon for the invafion of Minorca: Admiral Byng was fent with
a {quadron to the relief of that ifland, and he engaged the French admiral,
Califfoniere, without relieving the place; fo that Marfhal Richlieu took
Fort St. Philip, and got pofleflion of all the ifland.

As all pacific meafures were at an end, his Britannic Majefty declared
war againft France on the 17th of May, 1756, and thereby alleged, that
¢ the unwarrantable proceedings of the French in the Weft Indies and
North America, fince the conclufion of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and
the ufurpations and encroachments made by them upon his territories, and
the fettlements of his {ubjects in thofe parts, particularly in his province
of Nova Scotia, had been fo notorious and fo frequent, that they could
not but be looked upon as a fufficient evidence of a formed defign and
refolution in that court, to purfue invariably fuch meafures as thould moft
effeCtually promote their ambitious views, without any regard to the moft
folemn treaties and engagements. That his Majefty had not been want=
ing, on his part, to make from time to time the moft {erious reprefentations
to the French King, upon thefe repeated alls of violence, and to endea-
vour to obtain redrefs and fatisfaCtion for the injuries done to his fubjecs,
and to prevent the like caufes of complaint for the future: but though
frequent affurances had been given, that every thing fhould be fettled
agreeable to the treaties {ubfifting between the two crowns, and particu-
larly that the evacuation of the four neutral iflands in the Weft Indies
thould be effeCted, the execution of thefe aflurances, and of the treaties on
which they were founded, had been evaded under the moft frivolous pre-
tences; and the unjuftifiable pra@ices of the French governors, and of
the officers acting under their authority, were flill carried on, till, in

April,
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April, 1754, they broke out in open ads of hoftility, when in time of
profound peace, without any declaration of war, and without any pre-
vious notice given or application made, a body of French forces, under
the command of an officer bearing the French King’s commifiion, attacked
in a hoftile manner, and pofleffed themfelves of the Englifh fort on the
Ohio in North America. But notwithftanding this act of hoftility, which
could not but be looked upon as a commencement of war, yet, from his
earneft defire of peace, and in hopes the court of France would difavow
this violence and injuftice, his Majefty contented himielf with fending
fuch a force to America as was indifpenfably neceflary for the immediate
defence and protetion of his fubjets againft frefh attacks and infults,
That, in the mean time, great naval armaments were preparing in the
ports of France, and a confiderable body of French troops embarked for
North America; and though the French ambaflador was fent back to
England with {pecious profeflions of a defire to' accommodate thefe dif-

ferences, yet it appeared, that their real defign was only to gain time

for the paflage of thofe troops to America, which they hoped would fecure
the fuperiority of the French forces in thofe parts, and enable them to
carry their ambitious and oppreflive proje@s into execution. 'That his
Majefty, in thefe circumftances, could not but think it incumbent upon
him to endeavour to prevent the fuccels of fo dangerous a defign, and to
oppofe the landing of the French troops in America; and in confequence
of the juft and neceflary meafures he had taken for that purpofe, the
French ambaflador was immediately recalled from his court, the fortifica-
tions at Dunkirk were enlarged, and his kingdoms were threatened with
an invafion: therefore his Majefty could no longer forbear giving orders
for the feizing at fea the {hips of the French King and his fubje&s, with-
out proceeding to the confifcation of them. But it being evident, by the
hoftile invafion acually made by the French King, of Minorca, that it
was the determined refolution of that court to hearken to no terms of
peace, but to carry on the war, which had been long begun on their part,

‘with the utmoft violence, his Majefty could no longer remain within
_.thofe bounds which he had hitherto obferved ; therefore he declared war

againft the French King, who had {fo unjuftly begun it, relying on the
help of Almighty God in his juft undertaking, and being aflured of the
hearty concurrence and afliftance of his {fubjets in fupport of fo good a
caufe.”

The French King alfo made a formal declaration of war againft the
King of Great Britain on the gth of June following; in which he con-

* cealed and evaded all the hoftilities committed by his fubje@s in North

America.

Had



IN NORTH AMERICA,

Had there been no claims left undetermined at Aix-la-Chapelle; had
the peacemakers there on the part of Great Britain infifted upon the
evacuation of Crown Point, of the encroachments and fortrefies on the
Ohio, and in Nova Scotia or Acadia, there would have been no pretence
left for this French aftergame. If this was an overfight, the time was
now come to reify the miftakes of former minifters, and to reftore the
honour and welfare of Great Britain and her Colonies.

The city of London, on the 2oth of Auguft, prefented an addrefs to
the King, wherein they fignified their fears that the lofs of Minorca
would be an indelible reproach on the honour of the Britifh nation:  Nor
could they help exprefling their apprehenfions for the great danger of his
Majefty’s pofleflions in America, by the mifmanagements and delays
which had attended the defence of thofe invaluable Colonies, the object
of the prefent war, and the principal {fource of the wealth and firength
of thefe kingdoms.” His Majefty anfwered, that ¢ the events of war
were uncertain ; but nothing fhould be wanting on his part toward carry-
ing it on with vigour, in order to a fafe and honourable peace, and for
recovering and {ecuring the pofleflions and rights of his crown.”

The citizens of London alfo prefented inftruftions to their reprefenta-
tives in parliament, wherein they particularly mentioned, that ¢ as the
cruelties {uffered by their fellow-fubjeéts in North America had long called
for redrefs, whilft the mifmanagement in the attempts for their {fupport,
and the untimely and unequal fuccours {ent to their relief, had only {erved
to render the Britith name contemptible; they thercfore required them
to ufe their utmoft endeavours for deteting all thofe who, by treachery
or mifcondué, had contributed to thofe great diftreffes.”

This example was followed by the moft refpectable parts of the
kingdom.

About this time the war alfo broke out in Germany, wherein the
Auftrians, Ruflians, French, Swedes, Saxons, and Imperialifts were
confederate againft the King of Pruffia, who was affifted by Great Bri-
tain in fo formidable a manner, under the adminiftration of Mr. Fitt,
that it was at laft afferted, ¢ America was conquered in Germany.”

The Britifh parliament granted large fupplies for the protection of the
American Colonies, which were preferved, {ecured, and augmented. The
French were at firft fuccefsful in thofe parts; but the Englifh were finally

crowned with unexampled fuccefs ; which made it remarked, that ¢ the
rafhnefs
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rathnefs of Braddock, the inexperience of Shirley, the inactivity of Loy~
don, and the ill fuccefs of Abercromby, feem only to have been fo many
neceflary means of producing that unanimity in our Colonies, that fpirit,
in our troops, and that fteady perfeverance in our minifters, as recovered
from the enemy all his ufurpations.”

On the 26th of July, 1758, Louifburg was taken by Admiral Bofcawen,,
in conjunétion with the Generals Amherft and Wolfe ; on which occafion,
four of the enemies’ capital thips were burnt, one capital thip with two
frigates taken, and four frigates funk. This important fortrefs, the key
of North America, was delivered up with 5637 French troops, befides.
the inhabitants on both the Iflands of Cape Breton and St. John’s.

On the 27th of Auguft following, Fort Frontenac was taken, and nine
armed French {loops deftroyed by 3000 provincial troops, under the com-
mand of Colonel Bradftreet; whereby the navigation of the Lake Ontario.
was recovered, and the French commerce with the River St. Lawrence
cut off.

In September, Gafpeflie was taken by a few fhips under the command.
of Sir Charles Hardy, whereby all Nova Scotia was reduced.

On the 25th of November, Fort Du Quefne, on the Ohio, was taken:
by General Forbes, after a very dangerous and laborious march. This
acquifition compenfated for the defeat of General Braddock, and obtained
the command of a great tract of rich country, which the Englifh claimed
as their right.

The year 1759 was ftil} more glorious for the Britith arms in America;
for in May, the Iflands of Guadaloupe, Defeada, and Marie-galante, in the:
Weft Indies, were taken by Commodore Moore and General Barrington..

On the 24th of July following, Ticonderago was abandoned by the
French, at the approach of General Amherft, who took pofleffion of it as
he alfo did of Crown Point on the 4th of Augudt, the redution of which:
had been long withed for with much anxiety, as it was an obje& of great
jealoufy to the Britith Colonies, from its fituation at the back of Albany.

About the fame time, Niagara furrendered to the forces under the com-
mand of Sir William Johnfon, which was a confiderable acquifition, as
this fort commanded “the communication between the great Lakes Erie
and Ontario.

The
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"The expedition againft Quebec fucceeded under the command of Admi-
ral Saunders and General Wolfe, who got up the River St. Lawrence
at the end of June, and on the 13th of September was fought the famous
Dbattle of Quebec, wherein General Wolfe loft his life, after acquiring the
viGtory over the Marquis de Montcalm, who alfo perifhed in the field.
In four days after, the city of Quebec, the metropolis of the French
American dominions, furrendered to General Townfhend; whercby a
paflage was opened for the reduction of all Canada.

‘However, in April 1760, an army of ten thoufand French regulars
and Canadians, under the command of General De Levis, marched up to
Quebec, to retake it. General Murray commanded the garrifon, and

ventured with 3,000 men to march out of the town, and give the French -

battle at Sallerie, where he was defeated; but effe€ted his retreat to the
town, which was befieged and gallantly defended, until the arrival of
Lord Colville with a fquadron of Britith thips on the 16th of May, when
the French were obliged to raife the fiege, and leave the Britith nation
thus eftablithed 1n this important conqueft.

On the 8th of September following, the town of Montreal fubmitted
to Sir Jeffery Amherft and General Murray, to whom the Marquis de
Vaudreuil delivered up himfelf and his garrifon, to be tranfported to
Qld France; whereby the Englith got pofleflion of New France.

Captain Byron alfo, with five men of war, failed from Louifburg to
Riftigouchy, in the bottom of the Bay of Chaleurs, where he found a
French frigate, two large ftorefhips, and nineteen fail of fmaller veffels;
all which, together with two batteries and two hundred houfes, he de-
ftroyed, and totally ruined the {ettlement.

In 1761, Dominica was taken from the French by Lord Rollo; as was
Martinico, in 1762, by General Monckton, who alfo reduced the neutral
_iflands and the Grenades.

His Majefty King George III. was now upon the Britith throne,. to
which he fucceeded on the demife of his grandfather, King George II
who died the 23th of O&ober, 1760, in the 77th year of his age and
the 34th of his reign. Charles III. was at this time on the throne of
Spain, to which he fucceeded on the death of his brother-in-law, Ferdi-
nand VI. on the roth of Auguft, 1759. The family-compa& of the
Houfe of Bourbon was concluded the 15th of Auguft, 1761, as a family
convention between the crowns of France and Spain, to unite all the
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branches of the Houfe of Bourbon in the moft ambitious and dangerous
defigns againft the commerce and independency of the reft of Europe,
and particularly of the dominions belonging to his Britannic Majefty,
who therefore declared war againft Spain on the 4th of January, 1762,
which was anfwered by the King of Spain on the 18th.  But the pride
of Spain was foon humbled by the reduttion of the Havanna by Sir
George Pocock and the Earl of Albemarle, on the 13th of Auguft, 1762;
which glorious acquifition was fucceeded by the reduction of Manilla by
Admiral Cornifh and General Draper, on the 6th of O&ober following.

SECTION
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The prelimiary articles of peace between Great Britain, France, and Spaii,
figned at Fontainbleau.— Declaration of his Britannic Majefly from the
throne upon that occafion. The definitive treaty figned at Paris the 10th
of February, 1763 ; the principal articles thereof relative to America,
and the acquifitions thereby ceded and confirmed to the Britifh govern-
ment.—T he royal proclamation concerming the new governments of Qua-
bec, Eaft Florida, Weft Florida, and Grenada; with the territories
annexed to the governments of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Geor-
gia. His Majefly’s directions for the new governments, and bis reftric-
tions to the governors relative to the Indians. The governors appointed
to the new eftablifbed colonies. Notice from the Lords for Trade and
Plantations for the grants of lands in Eaft and Weft Florida.—St.

Aunguftine and Penfacola delivered up by the Spaniards, &c.

T HE preliminary articles of peace between the Kings of Great Bri-

tain, France, and Spain, were {igned at Fontainbleau the 3d of
November, 1762 ; and, on the 25th, his Britannic Majefty declared from
the throne, ¢ That he had purfued this extenfive war in the moft vigo=
rous manner, in hopes of obtaining an honourable peace; and that by
the preliminary articles it would appear, there was not only an immenfe
territory added to the empire of Great Britain, but a folid foundation was
laid for the increafe of trade and commerce; and that the utmoft care had
been taken to remove all occafions of future difputes between his fubjects
and thofe of France and Spain.”

The King laid the preliminaries before both houfes of parliament,
where they were oppofed by the antiminifterial party formed againft the
Earl of Bute; but they were approved of by a majority. The peace was
founded on thofe preliminaries, and the definitive treaty was concluded
at Paris, on the 1oth of February, 1763, without any material alteration,
It confifted of twenty-feven articles, the principal of which, relating to
America, were as follows :

IV. His moft Chriftian Majefty renounces all pretenfions which he has
heretofore formed, or might form to Nova Scotia, or Acadia, in all its
parts; and guaranties the whole of it, with all its dependencies, to
the King of Great Britain. Moreover, his Moft Chriftian Majefty cedes,

and guaranties to his faid Britannic Majefty, in full right, Canada, Wit-h-
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as well as the ifland of Cape Breton, and all the
other iflands and coafts in the gulph and river of St. Lawrence ; and in
general every thing that depends on the faid countries, ]and.s, iflands, and
coafts, with the fovercignty, property, pofleffion, and all rights acquired
by treaty or otherwife, which the moft Chriftian King, and the crown of
France, have had, till now, over the {aid countries, illands, lands, places,
coafts, and their inhabitants; fo that the moft Chriftian King cedes and
makes over the whole to the faid King, and to the crown of Great Britain,
and that in the moft ample manner and form, without reftri&ion, and

all its dependencics;

* without any liberty to depart from the faid ceffion and guaranty, under

any pretence, or to difturb Great Britain in the poffeflion above mentioned.
His Britannic Majefty, on his fide, agrees to grant the liberty of the
Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Canada: He will confequently

ive the moft effechial orders, that his néw Roman Catholic fubje&ts may
profefs the worfhip of their religion, according to the rites of the
Romifh church, as far as the laws of Great Britain permit.

V. The fubje&s of France fhall have the liberty of fithing and drying
on a part of the coafts of the ifland of Newfoundland, fuch as i1s fpecified
in the 13th article of the treaty of Utrecht; which article 1s renewed and
confirmed by the prefent treaty, (except what relates to the ifland of Cape
Breton as well as to the other iflands and coafts in the mouth and in the
gulph of St. Lawrence) and his Britannic Majefty confents to leave to
the fubjes of the moft Chriftian King, the liberty of fithing in the gulph
:of St. Lawrence, on condition that the {ubjects of France do nét exercife
the faid fithery, but at the diftahce of three leagues from all the coafts
belonging to Great Britain, as well thofe of the continent, as thofe of
the iflands fituated in the faid gulph of St. Lawrence. And as to what
relates to the fifhery on the coaft of the ifland of Cape Breton out of the
faid gulph, the fubje&ts of the moft Chriftian King fhall not be permitted
to cxercife the {aid fithery, but at the diftance of fifteen leagues from ‘the
coafts of the ifland of Cape Breton; and the fithery on the zoaﬂs of Nova
SCOU& or Acadia, and every where elfe out of the faid gulph, fhall remain
on the foot of former treaties. ;

VI. The King of Great Britain cedes the iflands of St. Pierre and Mi-
quelon, in full right, to his moft Chriftian Majefty, to ferve as a fhelter
to the French fithermen; and his faid moft Chriftian Majefty engages not
to fortify the faid iflands, to erect no buildings upon them, but t;nerely
for the convenienge of the fithery, and to keep upon them a guard of 50
men only for the police.

VII. In
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VIL In order to re-eftablifh peace on folid and durable foundations, and
to remove for ever all fubje& of difpute with regard to the limits of the
Britith and French territories on the continent of America, it is agreed,
that for the future, the confines between the dominions of his Britannic
Majefty, and thofe of his moft Chriftian. Majefty in that part of the world,
thall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the river
Mifliflippi, from its {fource to the river Iberville, and from thence, by a -
line drawn along the middle of this river, and the Lake Maurepas and
Pontchartrain, to the fea; and for this purpofe, the moft Chriftian King
cedes, in full right, and guaranties to his Britannic Majefty, the river
and port ef the Mobile, and every thing which he pofleffes, or ought to
poflefs, on the left fide of the river Mifliflippi, except the town of New
Orleans, and the ifland on which it is f{ituated, which fhall remain to
France; provided that the navigation of the Mifliflippi river fhall be
equally free, as well to the fubjeéts of Great Britain, as to thofe of France,
in its whole breadth and length, from its fource to the fea, and exprefsly
that part which 1s between the faid ifland of New Orleans, and the right
bank of that river, as well as the paflfages both in and out of its mouth..
It 1s further flipulated, that the veflels belonging to the fubjeéts of either
nation, fhall not be ftopped, vifited, or fubjeCted to the payment of any
duty whatfoever.

VII. The King of Great Britain fhall reftore to France the flands of
Guadaloupe, of Marie-Galante, of Defiderade, of Martinico, and of
Belleifle.

1X. The moft Chriftian King cedes and guaranties to- his Britannic
Majefty, in full right, the iflands of Grenada, and of the Grenadines :
And the partition of the iflands, called Neutral, is agreed and fixed, fo
that thofe of St. Vineent, Dominica, and Tobago, fhall remain in full
right to Great Britain; and that that of St. Lucia fhall be delivered
to France, to enjoy the fame likewife in full right.

X. His Britannic Majefty fhall reftore to France the ifland of Goree in:
the eondition it was in when conquered : And his moft Chriftian Majefty
cedes in full right, and guaranties to the King of Great Britain the river
Senegal, with the forts and factories of St. Lewis, Podor, and Galam .
and with all the sights and dependencices of the faid river Senegal.

By the twelfth article, Minorca was to be reftored to his Britannic
‘Majefty ;- and by the thirteenth, Dunkirk was to be put.into-the ftate
fixed by former treaties. , - -

he:
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nt articles relate chiefly to the difputes between Great
Br;f:;i :l-t'llzfesql;l;n; particularly to the cutting of Logwood in thefB[';l_y gf
Honduras, which, by the feventeenth artllcle, was allqwed to the I\l/; jects
of his Britannic Majefty; and, by the eighteenth, his Catholic ajefty
defifted from all pretenfions to the right of fithing in the ngighbourhood
of Newfoundland. By the nineteenth, the Havanna was reftored to
Spain; in confequence of which, by the twentieth, * his Catholic Ma-~
jefty ceded and guarantied, in full right, to his Britannic Majefty, Flo-
rida, with Fort St. Auguftin, and the bay of Penfacpla, as well as all
that Spain poflefled on the continent of North America to the eaft, or
to the fouth-eaft of the river Miffiflippi, and in general every thing that
depended on the faid countries and lands, with the fovereignty, property,
pofleflion, and all rights acquired by treaties or otherwife, which the
Catholic King and the crown of Spain had till then over the faid coun-
tries, lands, places, and their inhabitants.” So that the Catholic King
ceded and made over the whole to the faid King, and to the crown of
Great Britain, and that in the moft ample manner and form. |

Thus Great Britain acquired a totality of empire in North America,
extending from Hudfon’s Bay to the mouths of the Mifliffippi. '

His Majefty, in his {peech to both houfes of parliament, on the 15th
of November, 1763, informed them, that ¢ the re-eftablifhment of the
public tranquillity, upon terms of honour and advantage to his kingdoms,
was the firft object of his reign: that this falutary meafure had received the
approbation of his parliament, and had fince been happily completed and
carried into execution by the definitive treaty.” His Majefty then de-
clared as follows: ¢ Qur principal care ought now to be employed to
improve the valuable acquifitions which we have made, and to cultivate
the arts of peace in fuch a manner, as may moft effeCtually contribute to
extend the commerce and to augment the happinefs of thefe kingdoms.”
The houfe of lords, in their addrefs, declared, that they were deeply
fenfible of his Majefty’s paternal care and attention for the improvement
of his conquefts and the extenfion of the commerce of his {fubje&s, in
which the public welfare was fo materially concerned.” The commons,
in their addrefs,  begged leave to congratulate his Majefty on the com-
pletion of that great and falutary meafure, the re-eftablifhment of the

public tranquillity upon terms fo honourable to his crown and fo advan-
tageous to his people.”

The King alfo publithed a proclamation, which was dated the 7th of
O&ober, to the following effect: « That whereas he had taken into his

2
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royal confideration the extenfive and valuable tra&s in America, fecured
to his crown by the late definitive treaty of peace; and being defirous that
all his fubjects might avail themfelves of the great benefits and advantages
which muft accrue therefrom to their commerce, manufa&ures, and navi-
gation ; he had thought fit, with the advice of his privy-council, to iflue
this proclamation, thereby to declare to all his {ubjefs, that he had
granted letters patent, to ere& within the countries and iflands ceded and
confirmed to him by the faid treaty, four diftinct and {eparate govern-
ments, ftiled and called by the names of Quebec, Eaft Florida, Wefl
Florida, and Grenada; limited and bounded as follows :

¢ Firft, the government of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador coaft by
the river St. John, and from thence, by a line drawn from the head of
that river, through the Lake St. John to the fouth end of the Lake Nipif-
{im ; from whence the faid line, crofling the river St. Lawrence and Lake
Champlain in forty-five degrees of north latitude, pafles along the high
lands which divide the rivers that empty themfelves into the faid river
St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the fea; and alfo along the
north coaft of the Baye des Chaleurs, and the coaft of the gulph of St.
Lawrence to Cape Rofiers; and from thence, croffing the mouth of the
river St. Lawrence, by the weft end of the ifland of Anticofti, terminates
at the aforefaid river of St. John.

¢ Secondly, the government of Eaft Florida, bounded to the weftward
by the gulph of Mexico and the Apalachicola river; to the northward by a
line drawn from that part of the faid river where the Catahouchee and
Flint rivers meet, to the fource of St. Mary’s river, and by the courfe of
the faid river to the Atlantic ocean; and to the eaftward and {fouthward,
by the Atlantic ocean and the gulph of Florida, including all iflands
within fix leagues of the fea coaft,

¢ Thirdly, the government of Weft Florida, bounded to the fouthward
by the gulph of Mexico, including all iflands within {ix leagues of the
coaft from the river Apalachicola to Lake Pontchartrain; to the weftward
by the faid Lake, the Lake Maurcpas, and the river Mifliflippi; to the
northward by a line drawn due eaft-from that part of the river Mifliflippi
which lies in thirty-one degrees north latitude, to the river Apalachicola
or Catahouchee; and to the eaftward by the faid river.

“ Tourthly, the government of Grenada, comprehending the ifland
of that name, together with the Grenadines, and the iflands of Dominica,
St. Vincent, and Tobago.

¢ And
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' of his fubjeéts might
g to the end that the open and free fithery of his fubje g
be exﬁ:rrige(? to,eafr;d carried on upon the coaft of Labrador, and the adja-

' 1 ] ] : the river
flands. his Majefty thought fit to put all that coaft from the river
gir.lt];hilqsio Il-Iudfcgn’syStreights, together with the iflands of Anticofta

and Madelaine, and all other fmaller iflands upon the faid coaft, under
the care and infpection of his governor of Newfoundland.

« His Majefty alfo thought fit to annex the iflands of ‘St. John’s and

Cape Breton, or Ifle Royal, with the leffer iflands adjacent thereto, to his

government of Nova Scotia.

« He alfo annexed to his province of Georgia all the lands lying be-

tween the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s.

His Majefty exprefled his paternal care for the fecurity of the liberties
and propertics of his fubjets who fhould become inhabitants of thofe
colonies ; for which purpofe governments were to be co_nfhtuted, as 1n the
other colonies, of governors, councils, and reprefentatives of the people,
with power to make and ordain laws, under fuch reftriftions as were ufed
in other colonies; as alfo for the governors and councils to conftitute
courts of judicature, and agree with the inhabitants for the purchafe of
lands, and the improvement and fettlement of the Colonies. His Majefty
alfo teftified his royal fenfe and approbation of the condu& and bravery of
the officers and foldiers of his armies, and of his defire to reward the

{fame, by granting them lands in North America; as likewife to fuch re-
~duced officers of his navy as had ferved at the reduction of Louifburg and

Quebec.  After which, his Majefty declared as follows:

¢ And whereas it is juft and reafonable, and eflential to our intereft and
the fecurity of our Colonies, that the feveral nations or tribes of Indians,
avith whom we are conneted, and who live under our prote&ion, thould
not be molefted or difturbed in the poffeflion of fuch parts of our domi-
nions and territories as, not having been ceded to or purchafed by us, are
referved to them or any of them, as their hunting-grounds ;  we do there-
fore, by the advice of our privy-council, declare it to be our royal will
and pleafure, that no governor, or commander in chief, in any of our
colonies of Quchec, Eaft Florida, or Weft: Florida, do*prefume, upon
any pretence whatfoever, to grant warrants of furvey, or pafs any patents
for lands beyond the bounds of their refpetive governments, as defcribed
in their commiflions; as alfo that no governor or commander in chief, in
any of our other colonies or plantations in America, do prefume, for the
prefent, and until our further pleafure be known, to grant warrants of

J . {urvey,
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furvey, or pafs patents for any lands beyond the heads or fources of any
of the rivers which fall'into the Atlantic ‘ocean; or upon any lands what-
ever, which not having been ceded to or purchafed by us as aforefaid,
are referved to the faid Indians, or any of them. And we do further
declare it to be our royal will and pleafure, for the prefent as aforefaid, to
referve under our, fovereignty, proteftion, and dominion, for the ufe of
the faid Indians, all the lands'and territories not included within the limits
of our faid three héw governments, or within the limits of the territory
granted to the Hudfon’s Bay company ; as alfo the lands and territories
lying to the weftward of the fources of the rivers which fall into the fea
from the weft and north-weft as aforefaid: And we do hereby ftriétly
forbid, on pain of ‘our difpleafure,’ all our loving fubjedts from making
any purchafes or fettlements whatever, or taking pofleflion of any of the
lands above referved, without our efpecial leave and licence for that pur-
pofe firft obtained. ‘And we do' further firiltly enjoin and require all
perfons whatever, who have either wilfully or inadvertently feated them-
felves upon any lands within the countries above defcribed, or upon any
other lands, which not having been ceded to or purchafed by us, are ftill
referved to the faid Indians as aforefaid, forthwith to remove themfelves
from fuch fettlements. And whereas great frauds and abufes have been
‘committed in the purchafing lands of the Indians, to the great prejudice
~of ‘our interefts, and to the great diflatisfation of the fald Indians; in
order, therefore, to prevent fuch-irregularities for the future, and to the
-end that the Indians may be convinced of our juftice and determined refo-
lution to remove all reafonable caufe of dlfcontent, we do, with the advice
of our privy-council, ftri€tly enjoin and require, that no private perfon
“do prefume to make any purchafe from the faid Indians, of any lands
‘referved to the faid Indians within thofe parts of our Colonies where we
have thought proper to allow fettlement; but thatif, at any time, any of
“the faid Indians thould be inclined to d1fpofe of the {aid lands, the fame
thall be purchafed only for us, in our name, at fome public meeting or
aflembly of the faid Indians, to be held for that purpofe by the governor
or commander in chief of our colony refpetively within which they fhall
lie: And in cafe they fhall lie within the limits of any proprietary go-
vernment, they fhall be purchafed only for the ufe and in the name of
fuch proprietaries, conformable to fuch direGtions or inftrutions as we
or they fhall think proper to give for that purpofe.”—His Majefty alfo
declared and enjoined, that the trade with the faid Indians fhould be free
and open to all his fubjects whatever ; provided they took out proper
licences for the fame. And his Majefty further enjoined all officers what-
ever, as well military as thofe employed in the management and diretion
of Indian aflairs within the territories referved as aforefaid for the ufe

Yoi, 1 H of
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of the faid Indians, to fcize and apprehend all perfons whatfoever, who
fhould Ay from juftice and take refuge in the faid territory, and to_fend
them under a proper guard to the colony where the crime was committed,

in order to take their trial for the fame.

At the fame time, his Majefty appointed Montagu Wilmot, Efq; to be
his captain-general and governor in chief in and over his Majefty’s pro-
vince of Nova Scotia, in the room of Henry Ellis, E{g; who had requefted
leave to refign that government. The honourable James Murray, Efg;
was appointed governor of the province of Quebec. James Grant, Efg;
was appointed governor of Eaft Florida. George Johnftone, Efq; was
appointed governor of Weft Florida; and Robert Melville, Efg; was
appointed governor of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominico, St. Vincent,
and Tobago; and of all other iflands and territories adjacent thereto, and
which then were, or had been dependent thereupon.

The Lords Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations having received in-
formation that many perfons were defirous of grants of land in his
Majefty’s provinces of Eaft Florida and Weft Florida, in order to the
cultivation of the fame for the raifing of filk, cotton, wine, oil, indigo,
cochineal, and other commodities to which thofe lands were adapted;
their lordfhips, therefore, to avoid any delay in the making fuch fettle-
ments, did, by his Majefty’s command, give public notice on the 21ft.of
November, 1763, “ That his Majefty had been pleafed to dire&, that
the lands in his faid provinces of Eaft Florida and Weft Florida fhould be
furveyed and laid out into townfhips, not exceeding twenty thoufand acres
each, for the convenience and accommodation of fettlers ; and thefe town-
fhips, or any proportions thereof, would be granted, upon the fame mode-
rate conditions of quit-rent and cultivation as were required in other
colonies, to fuch perfons as thould be willing to enter into reafonable en-
gagements to fettle the lands within a limited time, and at their own
expence, with a proper number of ufeful and induftrious proteftant
inhabitants, either from his Majefty’s other colonies, or from foreien
parts; and all perfons who might be willing to obtain fuch grants wgrc
defired to fend their propofals in writing to John Pownall, E{q: fe’ ¢
to the faid Lords Commiflioners for Trade and Plantation;.u U eereinsy
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The Hiftory of NEW ENGLAND.

CHAP 1L

Jts divifion, extent, chmate, and foil, The firff difcovery of it. Patens
granted to the London company and Plymouth company by King Fames 1.
in 1606. His patent, in 1620, to a new company, called the Council of
Plymouth ; thewr limits and privileges.  Account of the country and of
the Indians ; their veligion and language ; particularly the Abenaquies of
New England ; as alfo of the Iroquois, Cherokees, Crecks, and others ;
their war-cry, and cuffoms.  Account of the firff Englifb fettlers, and
the prefent colomsfts ; the toleration of religion, and privileges granted
them. Remarks on the natural biflory of New England. Lord Bacon's
Jyfiem of eflablifbing colonies in North America, with bis charaller; as
likewife the fentiments of Mr. Locke, Mr. Wood, and others, relaiive to

the Colonzes.

lies between the 41° and 45° of north latitude, and between 67e
and 73° of weft longitude : but under this denomination are com=
prehended the provinces of the Maffachufets Bay, and New Hampthire ;

with the colonies of .Conneticut and Rhode Ifland: It is bounded by
H 2 Canada

N EW ENGLAND is that part of the continent of America which
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Canada on the north-weft, by New York on the weft, by Nova Scotia
on the north-eaft, and by the Atlantic ocean on the eaft and.fouth. Its
length, from the river Kennebec to the fouth-eaft boundaries of New
York, is about three hundred and thirty miles ; and its breadth, from
Cape Cod to the north-eaft boundaries of New York, is about one hun-
dred and ninety miles; though in other. places it is not fo broad. The
coaft bears weft-fouth-weft and eaft-north-eaft; running about one hun-
dred and fixty leagues in length, without reckoning the angles.

The fea coaft is generally low ; but the inland country rifes into hills,
and is rocky and mountainous to the north-eaft. The climate is not fo
mild and regular as thofe parts of Italy and France that lie in the fame
parallel ; nor is it fo temperate as in Great Britain. The north and north-
weft winds blow over- an extenfive tra& of-land, and are therefore very
colds for which reafon'theé winters are keener and of longer continuance
in New England than they ufually are in Old England; but then the
weather is not {o variable as in the mother-country, and the thort fummer
they enjoy is much hotter.. The climate, however, is healthful in New
England, where it is common to have a clear and dry fky for fix weeks
or two months together.. ;.- - - I 20 TioE o™

When the Englifh firft landed on the coaft, the country appeared like
one continued wood; but, upon a clofer fu’rvey, they found every three
or four miles a fruitful valley, with a clear freth rivulet or brook gliding

L4

through i, and thefe again were {urrounded with hills' covered with trees,

which aﬂ’(jfded an agreeable profpet.in vinaiey sl v

o~

The foil is generally fertile, but more {0 in fome pfaces. th in others,

“and ‘particula'rly about the Maflachufets Bay'i't‘ is'as flat and black as in
‘any part'of Great Britain, confequently as richs' - : '

3

New England was not properly difcoﬁére‘d unti thie year 1602, when
Captain: Gofnoll failed there from Dartmouth in'Old England, in a {mall
veflel, with thirty-two failors and fome paffengers. He was one of the

“adventurers in a former voyage to Virginia, was an excellent mariner,

and conceived that there muft be a fhorter courfe to that part of America

than had been attempted before ; therefore he fteered a more dire@ courfe,
andfell' in ‘with this coaft. -He was embayed in 42° 10/, where he caught

abundance of cod-fith, and called it Cape Cod: thence failing fouthward,
he gave'Queen Elizabeth’s name to one ifland, and to the next ifland,
where he found great quantities of wild grapes, he gave the name of

Captain
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Captain Gofnoll made a very fuccefsful voyage, and at his return to
England gave a good charalter of this new country, which induced feveral
gentlemen to obtain a royal grant from King James I. who incorporated
two companies in one patent, bearing date the 1oth of April, 1606. The
firft were allowed to fettle themfelves at any place on the coaft of Virginia
between the 34° and 41° of north latitude; the other between 389 and
459; with liberty to extend themfeclves one hundred miles along the
coaﬁs, and one hundred miles within land, but not to plant within one
hundred miles of each other,

In this patent were included New England, New York, New Jerfey,
and Pennfylvania, as they are now divided into feveral provinces; but
the whole country was then called Virginia, and was no otherwife diftin-
guifhed for fome time after, than by the names of north and fouth Vir-
ginia: the fouthern diftri¢t was called the London company, who imme-
diately began their fettlement ; and the northern diftri& belonged to the
company of Plymouth, or weft country adventurers.

Sir John Popham, lord chief juftice of England, Sir Ferdinando Gorge,
and feveral other gentlemen and merchants of Briftol, Exeter, and Ply-
mouth, proprietors of the patent for North Virginia, fitted out a fhip
the fame year, with thirty men, under the command of Henry Challons,
to make a difcovery of that country; but this thip was taken by a Spanifh
fléet in the Weft Indies, and the crew were carried prifoners into Spain.
This misfortune damped the fpirit of .the firft adventurers; but. Lord
chief-juftice Popham {oon after fent out another thip, at his own charge,
commanded by Captaln Hanham, one of the patentees, who brought back
fuch an encouraging account of the country, that the proprietors who fell
off before refolved now to adventure again. Accordingly, in 1608, they
: fitted out two thips with one hundred men, ordnance, ftores, and all necef-
faries for a plantation, under the command of Captain George Popham
and Captain:Raleigh Gilbert, who failed from Plymouth the 31ft of May,
and arrived at the ifland of Monahigan, in 44° of north latitude, on the
11th of Auguft. They began a fettlement at Sagadahock, about ten
leagues fouthward, between Cafco Bay and the mouth of the river Kene-
bec. They built a fort, which they called St. George; but on the death
of Captain Popham and the return of Captain Gilbert to England, they
all abandoned the place, and re-embarked for Plymouth, ¢ whereby,” fays
Captain Smith, * this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and
the country efteemed as a cold, barren, rocky, mountainous defert.”

This unfuccefsful attempt to form a fettlement upon that part of the

continent of North America which was formerly called Norumbega, Peréa-
quida,
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quida, and other names given to it by thofe who failed dlong the coaft,
greatly difpirited the patentecs; but 'Henry, Earl of Sogthampton,
and fome gentlemen of the Ifle of Wight, employed Cagtam Edward
Harlow to difcover an ifland fuppofed about Cape Cod, which hc:: found
to be on the continent, and returned from thcnce_ to Eng_land with five
favages he had taken and detained as prifoners. Sir Francis Popham alfo
fent Captain Williams feveral times to Monahigan on account of the
fithery ; but all farther thoughts of a fettlement fubfided until the year
1614, when Captain John Smith failed from London with two fhips on
a farther difcovery of the whale-fithery, mines, and furs.

This gentleman had been prefident of the colony in South Virginia, in
1608, and was a judicious feaman ; on which account he was fent out at
the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roydon, Captain George Langam, Mr,
John Buley, and Mr. William Skelton. Captain Smith arrived at Mona-=
higan, from whence he failed to the continent, where he carefully fur<
veyed the coaft, and gave denominations to many of the headlands, bays,
and rivers, which are ftill upon record, though now obfolete, and other
names impofed. Ranging the coaft in a fmall boat with eight men, while
the others were employed in the fithery, he got for trifles near elevea
thoufand beaver fkins, one hundred martins, and as many otters, within
the diftance of twenty leagues. With thefe furs, the train-oil, and cod-
fith, he returned for England, having made his voyage out and home in

about fix months, and acquired about 1500/ for his principals in the
commodities he brought to them,

Captain Smith called the country New England, which name it ftill re=
tains: He prefented his map of it to Prince Charles, who confirmed that
denomination, and gave new names to the moft remarkable places in the
following manner, according to the fchedule exhibited by Captain Smith3

¢ The old names. “ The new names.

1. Cape Cod. 1. Cape James.
2. The harbour at Cape Cod. 2. Milford Haven.
3. Chawum, - 3. Berwick.

4. Accomack. 4. Plymouth.

5. Sagoquas. 5. Oxford.

6. Maflachufets Mount. 6. Cheviot Hills.
7. Maflachufets River. 7. Charles River,
3. Totan. ' 8. Falmouth.

9. Cape Tragabigfanda. 9. Cape Anne.
io. A great bay by Cape Anne. 10. Briftol.

11. Naembeck. 11. Barnftable.

12. Aggawom,
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'The old names. The new names.
12, Aggawom. 12. Southampton.
13. Paflataquack. 13. Hull.
14. Accominticus. 14. Bofton.
15. Saflanows Mount. 15. Snowdon Hill.
16. Sowocatuck. 16. Ipfwich.
17. Bahanna. 17. Dartmouth.
18. A good harbour within that Bay. 18. Sandwich.
19. Ancocifco. 19. The Balfs.
20. Ancocifco’s Mount, 20. Shooter’s Hill.
21. Anmoughcawgen. 21. Cambridge.
22. Kenebec. 22, Edinburgh.
23. Sagadahock. 23. Leith.
24. Pemmayquid, 24. St. John’s town.
25. Segocket. 2§. Norwich.
26. Mecadacut. 26. Dunbarton,
27. Pennobfcot. 27. Aberdeen.
28. Nufket. 28. Low Mounds.”

Smith’s Ifles retained their name; and the Captain gave new names
to fome other iflands : thofe of Monahigan he called Bertie’s Ifles; thofe
of Matinac he called Willoughby’s Ifles ; and thofe of Metinacus he called
Haughton’s Iles.

When Captain Smith returned in his own fhip from New England, he
left the other veflel there under the command of Thomas Hunt, who
enticed twenty-four of the matives on board, and fold them to the Spa-
niards. The owners turned him out of their employ for his villany ; but
the punithment was inadequate to the crime, which the Indrans highly
refented, and refolved to be revenged on thofe who came next upon the
coaft. They accordingly prevented Captain Hobfon in his attempt to
form a fettlement, and obliged Captain Dormer to return without accom~
plithing his defign.

The firft inducements of the Englifh adventurers to take out patents for
lands in America, and to fuffer fo much in fettling, were the hopes of
finding rich mines, and a north-weft paflage to the Eaft Indies ; but when
thefe proje&tors were difappointed, the old patents were negleCted or anni-
hilated. The northern company of 1606 infenfibly diflolved ; and the
fouthern company foon had the fame fate ; while feveral voluntary com-
panies of adventurers, without grants or patents, continued to carry on
an advantageous trade in North America. |
~ Captain
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Captain Smith publifhed his map of New Engla_ndtin the year 1616,
with an account of his obfervations and difcoveries, which encouraged
the merchants to make an attempt for another fettlement. A new com-
pany of adventurers was formed, and called the C_ounml of Plyn_xouth;
becaule the adventurérs were -chiefly merchants and mgmbers of 'that
corporation.  Their ‘number was forty; but among them were fome
noblemen and gentlemen, particularly the duke of Lenox, the marquifes
of Buckingham and' Hamilton, the earls of W‘arwmkiand Al_'un‘d_el, Sir
Francis Gorge, and fome others ; to whom King James I: granted letters
patent dated the 3d of November, in the 18th year of his reign, incor-
porating them by the ftyle of « The Council eftablifhed at Plymouth. in
the county of Devon for the planting, ruling, ordering, and governing
of New England in America.”’ His Majefty thereby * gave and granted
unto them, their fucceflors and afligns, all that part of Amerlc?, ly.mg
and being in breadth from 40 north latitude {from the equinottial line, .
to 48° inclufively, and in length of and within all the breadth aforefaid,
throughout all the 'main land' from fea to fea, &c. to be holden of his
majefly, his heirs and fucceflors, as of his manor of Eaft Greenwich in
the county of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not  capite, nor
by knight’s fervice; yielding and paying therefor to his majefty, his
heirs and fucceflors, ‘the fifth part of the ore of gold and filver which
{hould, from time to'time, and at all times then after, happen to be found,
within any of the faid limits, in refpe& of all manner of duties, demands,

- and fervices whatfoever to his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors.”

As a body corporate they were to have a common feal, make laws
for the regulation of the province, and difpofe of any parts thereof;
but they could not delegate the jurifdi&ion without an additional royal
charter. Their patent was defignedly extended much to north and
fouth, that it might include and perpetuate the Englith claim to the
New Netherlands, then in pofleflion of the Dutch fouthward, and after-

wards called New York; as alfo to Acadia, fince called Nova Scotia,
then poflefled by the French to the north. ‘

The adventurers, at this time, had acquired a confiderable knowledge
of the nature of the country, and its inhabitants. = Captain Smith refided
nineteen years in Virginia and New England, and wrote a hiftory of thofe
parts in 1624 ; where he enumerated the names of many tribes of In-
dians which are now irrecoverably loft; and that were of different fta-

“ture, but none of them had any beards. In that part of his work, in-

titled ¢ The General Hiftory of New England,” he fays, ¢ it is betwixt
the degrees of forty-one and forty-five, the very mean between the north
pole
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polé-and the line; but what he fpeaks of ftretches only from Penobfcot
to Cape Cod ; fome feventy-five leagues by a right-line diftant from each
other ; within which bounds he had founded about five and twenty ex-
cellent good harbours, in many whereof there was anchorage for five
hundred fail of fhips of any burden; in fome of them for ane thoufand;
and more than two hundred ifles over-grown witih good timber of divers

{orts of wood.

In his defcription of the country, he fays, ¢ the Maflachufets was the
paradife of all thofe parts ; for here were many iflands planted with corn,

roves, mulberries, favage-gardens, and good harbours : the coaft was ge-
nerally high clayey fandy clifts, and fhewed all along as he pafled large
fields of corn, and great numbers of well proportioned people : that
oak was the chief wood, of which there was great difference, in regard
of the foil where it grew ; as alfo fir, pine, walnut, chefnut, birch, afh,
elm, cyprefs, cedar, mulberry, plumtree, hazel, faxefras, and many other

forts.”

The fame remarkable traveller obferves upon the whole, that ¢ the
main faple to be extradted from New England, for the prefent, was fith,
which might feem a mean commodity ; yet thofe who would truly take
the pains, and confider the fequel, would allow it well worth the la-

bour.”

To thefe, and many other particulars, he adds the following words :
¢ And of all the four parts of the world I have yet feen not inhabited,
could I have but means to tranfport a colony, I would rather live here
than any where; and if it did not maintain itfelf, were we but once
indifferently well fitted, let us ftarve, :

This was the moft authentic account that could be obtained of New
England at that time ; in confequence of which feveral fhips were fent
there by the merchants of London, Briftol, and Plymouth ; but chiefly
upon the fithing trade. They promifed captain Smith, in the year 1617,
to fend twenty thips to New England under his command ; and the
weftern commiflioners contracted with him to be admiral of that coun-
try during his life; however, that worthy adventurer was difappointed
in all bis fchemes for the improvement of the colony, which he had moft
affeGtionately at heart. '

Edward Winflow, Efg; foon after gave a farther account of this

country, of the religion of the Indians, and the nature of their govern-.

Vor. l. 1 ment.
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from a comparifon of the different accounts, :ch'at
New England was inhabited by more than twenty different Indian nations
before the country was colonized ; though {everal of their names are
not mentioned by modern writers. Each Sachem, or Sagamore, who was
lord of a fmall territory, claimed a right of fovereignty there. The prin-
cipal tribes were the Maffachufets, Neumkeaks, Narraganfets, Pocaflets,
Pequots, Maflaloiets or Wompanoags, Moratiggons, Patuxets, Maquas,
Manimoys, Niantics, Novafii and Marchicans ; but the Maflachufets
were more populous and better civilized than any other of thefe nations ;
which was principally owing to their dwelling upon the coafts, and
trading with the Europeans. They inhabited thofe parts which now
make the counties of Suffolk and Middlefex. The plague and fmall-pox
oreatly diminithed their numbers a little before the Englith took poflef-
fion of their country; but they have the honour to give the prefent
name to the chief colony of New England.

ment, It appears,

The life of hunters and fithermen is faid to be averfe to human fo-
ciety, except among the members of fingle families. The accounts
which have been tranfmitted of the natives, at the firft arrival of the
Europeans, reprefent them to have been as near to a ftate of nature as
any people upon the globe, and deftitute of moft of thofe improvements
which are the ornaments of civil fociety. '

The men commended themfelves for keeping their wives employed,
and condemned the Englifh hufbands according to their phrafe, for {poil-
ing good working creatures. Every nation or tribe had one acknow-
ledged head or chief, to whom they gave the title of Sachem or Saga-
more ; but it is difficult to determine what was their power and authority.
They feem to have fupported no military authority, as every man fought
and retreated at his pleafure; for which reafon, they never could op-
pofe a body of Englifh troops, and their wars were precarious between
themfelves. Their arms were bows and arrows : their bow-firings were
made of moofe finews; and their arrows were pointed with a fmall flat
ftone, of a triangular form, the bafis of which they faftened with a lea-
thern firing into a cleft made in the end of a young ftick of elder-wood.
Their captains only carried a {pear. But after the arrival of the Englith
they made the heads of their arrows of brafs, and faftened them to z;
fmall ftick of fix or eight inches long, formed to fix into the end of the
pithy elder, which they bound round to firengthen it.

; They were remark_able for firm well compa&ed bodies, ftrong and ac-
tive, capable of enduring the greateft hardfhips and fatigues, regardlefs
of
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of cold, whilft travelling in the feverity of winter. They were at a
lofs to know what could induce the firft Colonifts to leave England and
come to America ; but the moft probable conje€ture they could make was,
that the Englith wanted fuel at home, and came over for the fake of
the wood. Their clothing was of the fkins of wild beafts; but after
the Englith came, they began to ufe woollen clothes, and in a few years
entirely laid afide fkins; though one of their old garments of fkins
would purchafe a new one of woollen, and a good quantity of ftrong li-
-quors befide. The men threw a light mantle or covering over them ;
they alfo wore a fmall flap, called Indian breeches; yet they were not
over folicitous in covering their bodies. The women were more mo-
deft, and wore a coat of cloth or fkins, wrapt like a blanket about their
loins, and reaching down to their hams, which they never put off in
company. Some of the men had breeches, ftockings, and fhoes, all
made of the fame materials, in one piece. In winter, when the fnow
would bear, they put on fnow-thoes, which were made like a large
tennis-racket, and laced them to their feet with the guts of deers. They
greafed their bodies and hair very often, and painted themfelves all over ;
their faces and thoulders with a deep red, and their bodies with a variety
of misthapen figures ; but he was efteemed the braveft man, who had the
moft frightful forms drawn upon him, and looked moft terrible. They
had no hats, but commonly wore about their heads a fnake-fkin, a belt
of their money, or a kind of ruff made with deer’s-hair, and dyed of a
fcarlet colour, which they efteemed very rich. The ornaments of their
women, befide painting their bodies, were a fort of ear-rings of copper
or beads, bracelets about their arms, and chains about their legs.

Their chief diverfions confifted in dancing-matches, a fort of feftivals,
at which all people were freely entertained.

Their food in winter, was birds and beafts of all forts, fhell-fith,
and fith from the ponds. In fummer, they had fea-fith, berries of all
forts, green-corn, beans and fquafhes. They boiled their vituals in
earthen-pots : their {pits were fticks faftened in the ground, cleft at top,
where they fixed their meat, and placed themfelves round a fire until
they had fufficiently toafted it. The earth was their table; and they
had no falt, bread, trenchers, or knives. They had no regular meals,
eat when they were hungry as long as the viQuals lafted ; and being im-
provident, nor caring for to-morrow, they and their families would
fometimes keep a faft of two or three days together. Tobacco was in
general ufe, which refrefhed their fpirits; and water was their only
drink. Their houthold furniture was very fmall: a fkin or mat ;:fas

I2 thewr
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then and wooden veflels anfwered all the purpofes of
a family; but they never ufed a chair or {.lool, and always fate on the
ground. As they had no metals of any kind, what few tools they had
were of ftone; and their arts and manufaéures lay in a very narrow coms-
pafs. Their hatchet and chizzel are kept as curiofities ; the former {fome-
what in thape like an iron hatchet, only inftead of an eye for the handle,
it had a neck, where they faftened a withe. They drefled their {kins by
feraping and rubbing, and fometimes ftained or coloured them with odd
{orts of embroideries. They had a fort of cordage or lines, from the wild
Indian hemp, with which they made nets thirty or forty feet in length,
for taking flurgeon. They had two forts of canoes; one of pine or chef-
nut-trees, which they burned hollow, and then {craped the infide with
clam-fhellsand oyfter-thells, and hewed the outfide with ftone hatchets;
thefe were generally two feet wide and twenty feet long: but the other
fort were made of the bark or rind of the birch-tree, with knees or ribs;
and though eafily broken upon the rocks or fhore, yet were tight and fe-
cure againft the waves : fome of thefe were very neat, and the moft inge=
nious of any part of their manufactures.

their bed ; a few ear

Thofe who {peak moft favourably, give an indifferent idea of the qua~-
lity of their minds; but perhaps the Indians about the Maflachuiets Bay
were fome of the meaneft ‘among the American nations. They {hewed
courtely to the Englifh at their firft arrival, were hofpitable, and made

{uch as would eat their food welcome to it : they readily inftruted the new

colonifts in the method of planting and cultivating Indian corn, which
when boiled ferved for bread. Their manner was to come into the Eng=.
lifh houfes, without knocking, and to {it down without ceremony: but
there was no trading with them upon credit; for thofe who truﬁed’them,-.‘
loft both debt and cuftomer.

'We hear nothing of that formality and order in their councils, nor of
thofe allegories and figures in their {peeches and harangues, Wilich the
French obferved among the Iroquois and other' nations at the beginning
of their acquaintance with them. In their public difcourfes, however
upon any general matter of importance, they feldom ufed any fhort col':
loquiums, but each {poke his mind at large without interruption, while
great attention was given, and when he had finifthed, another anf*:vered;

‘The principle or perfuafion that all things ought to be in common
might occafion hofpitality, where the like was expe@ed in return, without
any regard of virtue or beneficence. Some appearances were ’fhewn of
compaflion, gratitude, and friendthip; as alfo of grief at the death ox

diftrefs
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~diftrefs of their children or near relations ; for fome degree of thefe focial

affeCtions is infeparable from human nature: however, they had many
vices; were falfe, malicious and revengeful. The leaft injury excited in
them a deadly hatred, which never could be allayed. They were infinitely
- cruel to their enemies, cutting and mangling their bodies, broiling them
-alive upon hot embers, and infliGting the moft exquifite torments they
could invent; but they were not known to feed upon the flefh of their
enemies after the Englith came among them.

The men were fo flothful as never to employ themfelves about any
other bufinefs than what was abfolutely neceflary for their fupport, and
fuch as the women were not able to execute. Their hunting and fithing
being all they did for their maintenance, ferved alfo as diverfions. Deer,
moofe, and bears were their principal objedts; but wolves, wild cats,
racoons, otters, muiquathes, and even beavers, were not much regarded,
until the Englifh encouraged the purfuit of them from the value they fet
upon their fkins or furs. Befide their bows, they had other devices to
take their game; fometimes by double hedges a mile or two in length,
and a mile wide at one end, made gradually narrow until they came to a
gap of {ix feet, againft which they lay concealed to thoot the deer as they
came through in the day-time; and at night they fet deer-traps, being
Iprings made of young trees. They had their traps alfo for beavers
and otters. Their ordinary fithing was with hooks and lines; the former
were made of bones, the latter of wild hemp. Douglas, indeed, fays,
they had no threads of flax, hemp, or any other herbs; but the earlieit
accounts of the Maflachufet Indians affert the contrary; and Champlain
fays, it was part of the employment of the Indian women of Canada to
twift the wild hemp and make it into nets for fithing. In the {pring, they
catched lobfters, clams, bafs, cod, rock, blue-fith, and falmon. They
took lobfters in large bags at low water, with a ftaft about feven feet in
length, made fmall and fharpened at one end, with notches to take hold.
Bafs, blue-fith, and fturgeon, they ftruck with a wooden dart, tharpened
with a fith-bone, tied at the end with a {tring, by which they dragged
the fifh to fhore.

They had alfo a way of taking fturgeon, by lighting-a torch made of

birch-bark, which, waving to and fro by the fide of their canoe, would
delight the fturgeon, and caufe them to come tumbling and playing;
throwing up their white bellies, into which the Indians ftruck their {pears
or darts, becaufe the fturgeons backs were impenetrable..

Their grand fithings were at the feveral falls of the rivers, at moft of

which a company of Indians had their chief refidence; and at fixed ?fraa»
ons
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fons the feveral adjacent cantons affembled by turns, both for reCfea.ﬁOﬁ‘
and to make provifion for the year. During thefe meetings all things
were in common ; and thofe who had entertained their neighbours ex=

pected the like kindnefs in return. ~

As to religion, they had fome notions of a future flate; a kipd of Ma«
hometan paradife, where they were to folace themfelves in fruitful corn-
fields and fine flowery meads, with pleafant rivers to bathe in; curious
wigwams provided for them without any labour of their own ; hunting,
fowling, and fithing, without any wearinefs or pains to moleft them: but
at the door was a {narling animal, or kind of Cerberus, who denied a
peaceful entrance to all unworthy of it. This caufed them to bury the
bows and arrows of the deceafed with their bodies, to affright or repel
Cerberus, and a good ftore of wompumpeag to purchafe fome peculiar fa-
vours or privileges. Their enemies, and others unworthy the joys of
Elyfium, they configned to an eternal habitation and place of torment.

When fome of the Englifh have talked with them of the refurre@ion
of the body, all the anfwer they could get from them was, that it was
impoflible, and they never thould believe it. In fhort, the genius of the

people led them to worfhip any thing that was above them in power, and
able to do them any injury.

The moft zealous of all the Indians in their religious fuperftitions were
the Narraganfets, who had large houfes in the nature of temples, which
were frequented only by their powaws or priefts, except at their public
folemnities, when multitudes of people reforted there, and offered the
beﬁ_ of their treafures in facrifice ; as fkins, hatchets, kettles, and the like;
which were all thrown by the powaws or priefts into the midft of a great
fire, and burnt to athes. Thofe who offered moft liberally toward thefe
facrifices, were efteemed the wifeft and moft devout perfons; and it was fo
reputable to be bountiful on fuch occafions, that the Indians about Ply-

mouth town told the Englifh, they withed the; &
the like facrifices among them. ¥ eir governors would appo

Thefe powaws had a great alcendancy over the people, and many idle
ftories have been related of the interecourfe they had with the devil. Their

craft was in danger from the preachers of the golpel, who condemned

their cheats and juggles as diabolical : thus the powaws were great oppo-

fers of the gofpel, and threatened the new converts with death and de=

ftruction. Some of them were jugglers, who might eafily raife the ad-

miration of their ignorant countrymen, wi vl
' » without arriving to any great
degree of perfection, . i

7 There
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There was one perquifite of the clergy which the powaws of New
England had no concern in, and that was their marriages. The Indians
kept feveral concubines, whom they chofe according to fancy, and turned
away at pleafure; but they had one wife who governed the family.
When a woman left her fingle life, the cut off her hair, and wore a kind
of veil upon her head, until her hair was grown again. The time of
war was a feafon of general releafe to all women that were uncomfortably
married ; for if the wife difliked her hufband, fhe took that opportunity
to run away to the enemy, where fhe was fure to be made welcome; be-
caufe the Indians never thought they had women enough, and fought to
gain fuch prizes oftener than for territorial acquifitions,

It is not different climates that gives the various complexions to the
natives: America lies from 65° of north latitude to 55° of fouth ; which
comprehends all the climates of Europe, Afia, and Africa; but the com-
plexion of the Americans is permanently every where the {fame, only
with the metalline lufire more or lefs. The complexion of the Indians
adjacent to New England, and in all North America, is of a fplendid
reddith brown, or a pale copper colour; not of an olive or tawney, as
are the Aborigines of Barbary, and fome of their progeny in the {outh
parts of France, Spain, and Portugal: but, as moft infects avoid oils, the
Indians greafe themfelves as a defence againft mufketoes and other trouble-
fome flies. They have thin lips, flattith faces, languid countenances,
{mall black eyes, and their ftature differing as in Europe: in the higheft
north and fouth latitudes, they are taller and more robuft than between
the tropics ; their hair is black, in fome places lank, and in others ftiff,

Their pofture in fitting was not crofs-legged, as among the Afiatics;
accumbent, as formerly with the Greeks and Romans, lying upon their
left fide, and leaning upon their elbow; nor cowring, as the African
Negroes; nor fitting, as in Europe; but with their thighs and legs ex-
tended horizontally in a firait line.

The higher the latitudes, the Indians were fewer in number and more
firaggling, nature not affording neceflary {ubfiftence for many, and only
in imall bodies or herds. Their trade or commerce was trifling, as they
had little produce and no manufalture. The difficulty of {ubfifting re-
quired almoft their whole time to provide for themfelves: their hunting
was their neceflary fubfiftence, not their diverfion; but when they had
good luck in hunting, they eat and flept until all was confumed, and then
renewed their game. Generally they were very fimple and ignorant;
though fome of their old men, by experience in affairs, obtained a confi-

derable degree of fagacity, g
They
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nting or grazing, except an if= |
beans, which were planted by
who alfo reaped, houfed, and

They did not cultivate the earth by pla
confiderable quantity of Indian corn and
their women, whom they called Squaas,
threfhed all their corn.

The Indians had their hunting, fowling, and fithing-grounds, of which i
they were very jealous, as their properties. They had no honefty or
faith ; but generally had fuch great fortitude of mind, that they fuffered -
any torture, and even the moft painful death, without the leaft appear-
ance of fear or concern. In revenge they were fo barbarous and impla-
cable, that, as has been already hinted, they never forgave or forgot
injuries. If one man killed another, the neareft in kindred to the mur-
dered watched an opportunity to kill the murderer, and the death of one
man fometimes occafioned the deftruétion of many; therefore wl-len a
man was guilty of murder, he generally left the tribe, and went intoa,
voluntary kind of banithment. They were a ﬁ_lllen, clofe people, whofe
wars ought to be called maflacres, or barbarous inhuman outrages, rather
than neceflary aéts of hoftility.

The northern tribes were fmall and diftin&; becaufe a large parcel of
land lying wafte in winter countries many months in the year, not fertile
or cleared of woods, could not fubfift a numerous body of people: but
thefe {mall tribes, though much difperfed, were allied by contiguity, lan=
guage, and intermarriages. 'Thus it was with the Abnaquies, who bor-
dered upon New England; the Iroquois, or Mohawks, who bordered
upon New York, Pennfylvania, and Virginia; and the Cherokees, who
bordered upon Carolina. Thefe may be called three diffin& great nations;
and notwithftanding the rudenefs of their manners, the Europeans could
not have effeCted their fettlements, if fome difaffe@ed Indians had not
joined the Europeans, to be revenged of fome neighbouring tribes. Thus
when the fettlers of New Plymouth firft landed, Maffafoit was glad of the
countenance of their {mall-arms againft the Narraganfets.

In other parts of the earth, all focieties or cohabitants have {fome kind
of government, with an abfolute compelling power invefted Tomewhere;
but thefe American Indians had no fettled government, eftablithed laws,
or compulfive power over each other. They were only cemented by
friendfhip and intercourfe, which was a kind of tacit federate union be-
tween the feveral tribes who compofed the general body of a nation; fo
that every individual man feemed to be independent as to government,
and was only in friendfhip and neighbourly relation with others of the
fame tribe. Notwithftanding this, we fometimes find heads of tribes men-
tioned as if in fucceflion, nay, even female fucceffions: thus, in the New

England
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England Pocanoket, or King Philip’s war, in 1673, thereis mentioned the
fquaa-fachem of Pocaflet, and a {quaa-fachem among the Narraganfets.

What fome writers have told us of the monarchical government of thefe
Indians, their minifters of ftate, nobility, and others, is not to be re-
garded, any more than what has been faid of their adminiftration of juftice.
It 1s however {urprizing, that in fo many ages that muft have run out
fince their firft inhabiting the country, no a&ive {pirit thould rife up
among them to encourage arts and induftry. They lived in a country
full of iron and copper mines, yet were never owners of fo much as a
knife until the Englith came there, and their name for an Englithman
was a Knife-man; nor were they acquainted with the ufe of falt until the
Englith brought it among them. Their country was ftocked with the
be{’c timber for thipping in the world, yet they never made any improve-
ment of it beyond their canoes, wrought out of the trunks of trees made
hollow by fire, or formed of the bark of the birch-tree, ftrengthened with
little ribs of wood fomewhat like hoops, and pitched with a mixture of
turpentine and rofin. 'They were capable of carrying a man, his wife,
children, and baggage; but inftead of fails and oars, they ufed only
paddles and fetting-poles; for they never faw a fhip or fail before the
Furopeans arrived there. Even fuch was the fupinity of thefe unculti-
vated favages, that when they had burned up all the wood adjacent to
the place which they inhabited, rather than be at the pains to fetch it in
from a little farther diftance, they plucked up their wigwams and followed
the wood.

Their houfes, or wigwams, were mean and little buildings, made of
young and tender trees bent down like an arbour, covered on the top
with the bark of trees, and on the fides with thick mats made of rufhes.
The doors were low; their chimnies wide ; and their beds fo many mats
fpread about the fire-place. Their ordinary food was plain and fimple ; but
they delighted in the fleth of the moofe, deer, bears, and racoons, which
they either boiled or roafted, and eat it little more than half drefled.
Their fith was always over-boiled ; and they devoured great quantities of
the broth of fith as well as of fleth. They valued themfelves that they
left nothing at their feafts, though otherwife they could be contented with
an abftemious diet; for when fithing and hunting failed, they could live
entirely upon nokohic, that is a {poonful of parched meal with as much
water, on the ftrength of which they would travel all the day.

Their health was firm, notwithftanding they ufed no caution to preferve
it; but, on the contrary, took too violent exercife in their hunting and

warlike expeditions. They were unacquainted with many difeafes that
Vou. L K affli



66

HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

i h
; peans ; fuch as the palfy, dropfy, gout, phthific, afthma,
;ﬂle th:ngu{{gne?ngut the pleurify often proved fatal to them.
» ang | ) pckeged

- il i fic, indeed, was very indiﬁ’?rept; and their mgd;cal
rii?:érrgéigﬁdp?gat :)f officious gl.d_wpmen in fome repote co%[lp'xry
illages of Europe, being mere empiricifm, or rather. a traditionary | _md

v;aagice. They i'egarded only the {ymptoms that ﬁrllge thc_:'fer_lfe.s, with-
Eut relpet ek any'lefs obvious principal {ymptom, which mx,ght rb_‘e cg}]lqu
the difeafe; or to conftitution, fex, and. age. The powog;reils vii cre their
principal phyficians, who pracifed cupping, but never ufed t (13 vulr)ope__;_m
way of venefetion; and inftead of veficatories and canflics, they burned
with touchwood. Their chief remedy was {weating 1n huts yrarmed by
heated ftones, and therecupon immediate 1mn}erﬁon in cold water; W!HCI}.
feems to be a rational pracice, firft by relaxing, to give a frec paflage to
the obftruéted circulatory juices, and after a free paflage was fuppofed to be
obtained, by cold immerfion to brace up again : but in eruptive and inflam-
matory epidemical fevers, particularly the fmall-pox; which was. intro-
duced there by the Europeans, this practice depopulated them. Their
medicines were only fimple herbs, whofe virtues were accidentally dlf:(;_?:-
vered ; and their fimples were traditionally tran{mitted from one genera-
tion to another; for they ufed no exotic plants or minerals, medicinal
compofitions, or chemical preparations.

As to their language, their manner of expreflion was vehement and
emphatic; but as their ideas were not great, their language was not
copious, confifting of a few words, and many of them ill contrived. By
a rumbling noife or found of many f{yllables, they exprefled an -idea or

thing, which, in the European languages, is done by a {yllable of"tfwo;

{o that as their ideas were enlarged, they were obliged to adopt the Euro-
pean words of adjoining colonies. In numbering, they ufed the fame
natural way of reckoning by tens as in Europe; but fcarce any Indlans
could tell their own age; nor had they any chronicles or traditional ac-
counts of things extending back farther than two or three gencrations.
Their dealings and mutual correfpondence were much confined, which
made their feveral languages of {imall. extent; but a man who is mafter
of any one Indian language may foon be able to converfe with them all,
becaufe there is a great affinity between many of their words; as for

example, nuppaw, duppaw, ruppaw, fignifies the fun; attick, ahtooqug,

a deer; wennit, werrit, good; pum, pumme, pim, oil or fat, in feveral
dialeCts. Mr. Neale alfo thinks it impoflible to commit many of the
Indian words to memory ; for inftance, he fays, “ nummatchekodtanta-
moon-ganunnonath” f{ignifies in Englith ¢ our lufts;” thus noowoman=
tammoon-kanunonafh” is ¢ our loves ;” and ¢ kummogkodonattoottume

mooctitgaon
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mooctiteaon-ganunnonafh” implies “ our queftion.” From hence the
barbarity of this language is very evident.

The Indians had no chara&ers to ferve as hierogliphics or letters ; but
they had a few fymbols or fignatures, fuch as the bear, wolf, and tortoife,
to diftinguith their tribes in a heraldry way. They had alfo a figurative
‘or {ymbolical manner of exprefling themfelves; thus, the renewing of
alliances they called brightening of the chain; but as they had no letters,
there was no fixed method of writing their words. Mr. Elliot, indeed,
who was the firft Englith minifter that attempted the converfion of the
favages to the Chriftian religion, made himfelf acquainted with the lan=
guage of the Indians bordering on New England in 1646, and reduced it
to a method, which he publifhed under the title of ¢ The Indian Gram=
mar.” No particular orthography, however, could be acquired ; all the
Englifh could do with the Indian founds, was to exprefs them as near as
might be in their own letters ; and Father Rallé of Noridgewog, with fome
other {cholaftic French miflionaries, imagined that the Greek alphabet
{uited their pronunciation beft.

There was not the fame reafon for preferving the Indian names of their
countries, nations, tribes, mountains, and rivers, as there was for ob-
ferving the Greek, Roman, and other more modern names of fuch things
in Europe; becaufe the Indians had no civil or claflical hiftory to require
it, and they changed their own perfonal names, as well as the names of
other things, upon trivial occafions.

The aboriginal nations, or general divifions, which at prefent lic upon
or near the eaftern fthore of North America, are the Indians of Weft
Greenland, commonly called Davis’s Streight, Efkimaux, Algonquins,
Tahfagrondie, Owtawaes, Miamis, and Chikefaws: the Mikamakis, Ab-
naquies, {roquois, Chawans, Old Tufcararoes, Cuttumbaes; Cherokees,
and Creeks. The Abnaquies are properly the New England Indian na-
tion, and reached eaft and weft from the Bay of Fundi to Hudfon’s or
New York River and Lake Champlain or Corlaer; north and fouth from
the River St. Lawrence to the Atlantic Ocean. They are in many tribes,
but have diminithed much and become lefs formidable fince their inter-
courfe with the Englith and French, which has introduced fuch additional
diftempers among them, that fome of the tribes are extinét or extinguifli=
ing, and others much reduced.

Upon the lower parts of the feveral tivers, which run into the At-
lantic ocean in the Britifh fettlements, are feveral fmall diftin& tribes or

K 2 related
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il i ned as belonging to the interior prin=-
rt_:lated fa:mll1?81312‘;}11{]3:)[3;12520}111'&25; a great dimginugtion from the infec-
c.lpal ?altizons ,ean diftempers and vices pernicious to hegl.th. It can be of
UOHF to};(l)l%)w a detail of thefe perifhing {mall .famlhes, or tranﬁtory--
E?bzse- but here it may be obferved, that there is in the fouth-wselft cog;t.
ner of the province of Maflachufetts Bay, about tv.venty-ﬁve (Iim I_cis eF
from Hudfon’s or York River, a fmall tribe of Indians, hnage . .01111 2=
tonics, upon a river of that name, C?.HC(.l Weftanhoek _b-‘jr t t? - ;t;ﬁ idt ey
are lately intermixed with the Englith in the townfhips o 5 eI ed_ and
Stockbridge, from whence they are now called the Stockbridge Indians;
and three of their chiefs called captain Daniel, captain John, and captain
Solomon, with two of their {quaas, came to England in 1766. Such was.
the difference between them, that captain Solomon appeared like an ab-
folute favage, captain John lookecll like a plain Englifh farmer, and cap-
tain Daniel like a real man of fathion.

In the northern parts, the Indians generally appear in fmall fkulk-
ing parties, with yelling, fthoutings, and antic poftures, inftead of trum-
pets and drums. Their Indian wood-cry 1s jo-hau; am,i’ their war-c
may be exprefled ¢ Woach, woach, ha, ha, hach, woach. . ".Fhe Indians
are not wanderers like the Tartars, but are ramblers ; and in time of war,
according to the {eafons, they may be annoyed at their head-quarters,
and ambufcaded or way-laid at their carrying or land travelling places.
Their retreats, or {trong places, are the fwamps, or copfes in a morafs,
from which, without regard to the faith of treaties, they fuddenly break
out into furious outrages and rapid devaftations; but foon make a preci-

pitate retreat, becaufe the country is not cleared or cultivated, and they
have no ftores for fubfiftance.

Their head warriors have always been men remarkable for firength
and bravery ; and fometimes they chofe a temporary chief of all the tribes.
The {couts or Indian hunters, in time of war, ufed to carry packs, which
at firlt fetting out might be about feventy pounds weight, containing thirty
days provifion of bifcuit, or parched Indian corn, and {alt-pork, with
{ugar and ginger to qualify and animate their drink, which was water.

Their method of lodging, pitching, or encamping at night, was in di-
vifions of ten or twelve men to a fire; and the

- y lay upon bruth, wrap-
ped up in a blanket, with their feet to the fire. '

Upon good enquiry it wll be found that the wars of the Indians againft
the Englith were not fo frequent, tedious, or defolating, as is commonly

reprefented ; except the incurfions of the Delawares, Shawanefe, and

Cherokees,
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Cherokees; during the war which commenced in 1756. In New Eng-
land the only Indian wars, properly fo called, were the Pequod war in-
1637; which continued three months; and King Philip’s war in 1675

and 1676, of about fourteen months continuance; and the war of 1722

to 1725, when the Indians begged and obtained a peace at Cafco, where

it was granted by Lieutenant-governor Dummer, and figned by the Nor-

ridgewog, Penobfcot, St. John’s, and Cape Sable Indians, who thereby

had referved to them all their lands not then conveyed, with the privilege
of hunting, fowling, and fithing, as formerly.

Upon the wholé, thefe barbarous Indians were a lively image of hu=-
man nature, without the improvements of art and induftry; for though
they had inhabited the country many ages, they were ftill uncultivated:
when the- Europeans arrived there. Nature had given them a tolerable
complexion, but they fpoiled it by daubing themfelves with oils and
juices, which made them tawny. A bow and an arrow headed with the
bone of fith, were all their weapons;  the fkin ‘of a beaft was their
clothing, and the flefh of it their food. Their principal diverfion con-
fifted in extravagant dancings, hoopings, and howlings. Their women
were ftrong and mafculine, and fupported the pains of child-bearing with -
wonderful patience. They were fwift of foot, and capable of enduring -
great hardthip and fatigue. All their ambition was to be valiant, which
chiefly gave a man reputation among them; and this is ftill- their: cha-
racter. . -

The firft fettlers of the Britifh Colonies were formed from various forts -
of people; as the laudably ambitious adventurers ; the malcontents,
and the unfortunate, or the neceflitous from home: but the prefent pro--
portion of thefe ingredients in the feveral plantations 1s very different, .
and greatly depends upon the.condition of the original colonifts, fome -
of which were Whigs, others were Tories ; here they were Church of
Fngland men, there Congregationalifts or Independents; many were
Quakers, and fome were Papifts, the moft unfit people to incorporate -
with the Britifh conftitution. .

In all the royal patents and charters of thefe Colonies, one principal
condition required of the patentees, feems to be the converfion of. the
Indians ; and the crown, on the other part, conditioned for the encou- -
ragement of fettlers, a free profeflion, or liberty of confcience ; whereby
an univerfal toleration was allowed in 21l the Colonies, where Aliens -

may>
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riay be made Denizens : but the eftablifhéd religion is that of the Church

of England, and the Bifhop of London is always Diocefa.

Colonies have an incidental good effe¢ts they drain from the mothers

“country the difaffected and the turbulent; and in the fame manner old

colonies are purged by new colonies 5 thus Rhode Ifland and Providence
Plantations drained the Antinomians, Quakers, and other feCtaries from

Maflachufets Bay.

There are now four particular forts of people in the Britif_h Colonies,
1. The mafters; thatis, planters and merchants. 2. White fervants,
g. Indian fervants. 4. Slaves for life, moftly negroes. The white fer-
vants are of two forts: the one, poor people from Great Britain and
Ireland, who are bound, or fold as fome exprefs it, for a certain number
of years, to reimburfe the tranfportation charges, with {ome additional
profit : the others are criminals judicially tranfported, and their time of
exile and fervitude fold by certain undertakers and their agents. Thefe
are however but few in number, the gaol diftemper deftroying many of
them on fhipboard, and of thofe who arrive, the worft foon return=
ing to their old pradtice, fall into the hands of juftice, and are executed

with little ceremony.

Great Britain does not {warm with a numerous people, like France;
therefore cannot fettle colonies fo faft, without allowing of a general na=

‘turalization. The Britith Colonies have received many emigrant Pala-

tines and Saltzburghers from Germany : but foreigners imported, {hould

ot be allowed to fettle in large feparate diftri@s ; becaufe they may con=

tintle for fome generations a kind of different people in langaage, modés
of religion, national cuftoms, and particular manners. |

4

The Britith Colonies have thany valuable privileges: 1. Eﬂﬁéﬂﬁg

their own laws, with condition of their not being repugnant to the laws
-of Great Britain, yet may vary from them. 2. Raifing their own taxes.

3 No alt of the Britifh parliament made fince the Heft fettling of ‘the
-‘Colonle_s can extend to them, unlefs exprefsly intended in the Britith a&
of parliament, and even that is difputed, fome contending that no Bri-
tith a& is in force there, unlefs exprefsly adoptéd by fome aét of their

©own. 4. No private purchafe from the Indians is efteemed of any vali-

dity, 'Without the confirmation of the Govérnor and Council in fome
«<olonies, and without the approbation of the legiflature in others.
There are lands in fome of the Plantations, whére it is not poflible to

fhew any Indian conveyance, becaufe they were derelits. The poflef-
fors
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fors who were pylor to patents, have no other title to their Jands but

long -poffeflion, which is a kind of prefcription : thus the old fettlers of

New Hamplhire hold their lands, it being fuppofed that Mr. Mafon had
negleGed or relinquithed his grants. Formerly, if governors were court
favourites, they had plurahty of governments : thus Sir Edmund Andros,
in the reign of James Il. was governor of all New England, New York,
and the Jerfeys; Lord Bellamont was governor of New York, Mafla-
chufetts Bay, and New Hampthire: but it is not {o at prefent, except in
the two diftin& governments of Pennfylvania, which are therefore under

one governor. And in the {everal Colonies their general revenue is by a-
tax of {ome pence in the pound, upon the principal of real eftate, per=-

{onal eftate, or faculty; with a poll-tax, imports, and excile.

With regard to the natural hiftory of New England, it has been ob-

{ferved by mariners, that in their paflages between Europe and America, .

winds are almoft three quarters of the year wefterly ; which is the rea-
fon that the paflages from North America to Europe are much fhorter

than from Europe to North America, efpecially as there is an attending ;

weﬂerly fwell or heavmg of the fea...

The ﬁtuauon of lands occafions confiderable differences in the temper

of the air: thus, in North America, the dry freezing winds are from
north to weft; in Europe, they are from north to eaft; proceeding

from that great continent which receives and retains the northern effefts -
of cold, that is the fnow and ice, lying to the weftward of America, -

and to the eaftward of Europe; for the current of air, gliding along,
becomes more 1mprcgnated with the cold.  The weather in Canada is

generally colder in winter, proportromte to its latitude, than in New

England, and more fettled ; becaufe it 1s furrounded with land of fome

extent ; therefore has the land influence from all corners of the winds

of the fame nature : whereas, in New an]and, to the eaftward is wa-
ter or fea, of a very different influence from the fpecific frrauty of the
earth in receiving or retaining cold or heat. By the foftnefs of- the va-
pour from the water, the fea-fthore 1s warmer than the inland, the fea
warmer than the fhore, and the ocean or deeper water warmer than the
fea.

Of timber-trees, efpecially white-oaks for thip-building, the beft grow

in New England, and the neighbouring more {fouthern Colonies : further
north, they arc dwarfith, and of a rough grain. The quality of lands
in New England is known by the natural produce.

Hunting,.
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“Hunting, and other fports of the field, are little ufed in America, Wher:'i
tthe clearin’g and cultivating of wildernefs lands 1s a very laborious an
tedious affair: but goofeberries, rafpberries, and ftrawberries are {pon=

tancous in all the Britifh fettlements.

" The feafons in New England, as to temperature of W'eatl}er-, may_be
reckoned winter from the winter folftice to the vernal equinox, i_'prmg
from that equinox to the fummer folftice, fummer from that folﬁlcq to
.the autumnal equinox, and autumn from thence to the winter folﬁfce:
but the feafons from year to year are better determined by fome birds
and fith of paffage, than by the bloffoming of trees, and flowering of
fome_inferior vegetables. Thus {wallows arrive from the fouth_ward n
‘the fecond week of April: mackarel and herrings fet in the middle of
May : wild geefe fly to the fouthward in the middle of September, and
return the beginning of March. The New England winters generally
fet in about the end of O&ober or beginning of November, and are
‘over about the middle of March. The extreme frofts are from Chriftmas
to the middle of February ; and the very hot weather is in the firft weeks
of July. The great rains are in Auguft, about two months after the
fummer folftice ; and the great fnows in February, two months after the
winter folftice. Early winters are generally fevere and long ; and early
{prings accelerate the buds and blofloms of trees, which lofe their leaves
about the middle of Ocober.

A mild winter produces a wet fummer; and a frofty winter occa-
- fions a dry {ummer. Frofts cover and retain the fnow along time in the
{pring, which is therefore late. Rains and fogs are more common on
the fhore, and in foundings, than in deep water at fea. The north-eaft
ftorms are of the greateft continuance; and the fouth-eaft are the moft
violent. It is reckoned a good paffage from New England to London in
four weeks, and from London to New England in fix weeks.

The difcovery and fublequent poffeflion of American lands, gave the
Englifh an exclufive right againft all other people, except the native
Indians, who feem in the north-eaft parts of America to be the leaft
improved of human kind : but grants of Jands from the crown to par=
ticular perfons, or to companies and corporations, notwithftanding other
purchafers from the Indians, fixed the tenures of the lands, by fome
{mall - quit-rent, in the crown ; though it does not appear how the

crown could give a right which it had not firft obtained by fair purchafe
from the native owners.

Lord
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Lord Chancellor Bacon, in 1606, prefented to King James L ¢ cer-
tain confiderations touching the plantation in Ireland ;” wherein his lord-
thip obferved, that ¢ although it be a great fortune for a king to deli-
ver or recover his kingdom from long continued calamities; yet, 1 the
judgment of thofe that have diftinguithed the degrees of fovereign ho-
nour, to be a founder of flates excelled all the reft.” This illuftrious
writer, in his ¢ Effays or Counfels civil and moral,” which he dedicated
to the Duke of Buckingham, has one particulary intitled, ¢ Of Planta-
tions,” wherein he fays, ¢ They are among ancient, primitive, and heroical
works.” When the world was young, his lordfhip obferved, it begat
more children ; but now it is old, it begets fewer: for we may juftly ac-
count new plantations to be the children of former kingdoms. ¢ He
liked a plantation in a pure {oil ; that is, where people are not difplanted, .
to plant in others ; for elfe it is rather an extirpation than a plantation.
Planting of countries, is like planting of woods; you muft make ac-
count to lofe almoft twenty years profit, and expeét the recompence at
laft : for the principal thing that occafioned the deftruction of moft plan-
tations had been the bafe and hafty drawing of profit in the firft years.
It is true, {peedy profit is not to be negle@ed, as far as may f{tand with
the good of the plantation, butno farther. It is a fhameful and unbleffed
thing, to take the fcum of people, and wicked condemned men, to be
the people with whom you plant: and not only fo, but it {poils the
plantation ; for they will ever live like rogues, and not fall to work,
but be lazy, do mifchief, {pend victuals, be quickly weary, and then cer-
tify over to their country to the difcredit of the plantation, &c.”

Lord Bacon’s rules in general were the moft rational, upon which the
Britith Colonies ought to have been formed and eftablifhed : but many devi-
ations were made, occafioned by the variety of adventurers and their dif-
ferent views, the particular interefls of fome proprietaries, and the procrafti-
nated inattention of the crown. If any particular man was capable of
being the legiflator of fuch a country, it was certainly Lord Verulam,
who, notwithftanding fome imbecillities of human nature, is univerfally
allowed to have been the greateft lawyer, as well as the greateft philo-
fopher, of his age, if not of the world. '

Another eminent man alfo exerted his great abilities in conftructing
fome parts of the American legiflature ; but his attempts were unfuccefs-
ful. It was Mr. Locke, who fays, that “ When God gave the world in
common, when he gave the earth to the ufe of the indufirious and ra-
tional, it cannot be fuppofed it fhould remain common and unculti-
vated.” Upon which Mr. Wood farther obferves, ¢ So neither can it be

VoL. L L {uppofed
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fuppofed, that the crown, when it gave leave for grants of land to be
made to any of its fubjeés, in any of its Colonies or Plantations,
cither expected or intended that fuch grants, in whole or in part, fhould
remain uncultivated.”

It has been farther remarked, That “ as it is the bufinefs of the
planters and inhabitants of our Colonies and Plantations, to provide
againft invafions and infurreGions, and to regard the fecurity and prefer-
vation of their fortunes in them ; it muft likewife be the concern and
care of all entrufted with the adminiftration of affairs of Great Britain,
that the perfons fent to reprefent the crown, be men:of abilities, experi-
ence, courage, temper, and virtue: they ought to be endowed' with
fuch a general knowledge, as may comprehend’ the nature of the foil’
where they are; what improvements it is capable of, and what trades
will be moft advantageous to it: they fhould be able to look into the
genius of the people they are to govern: they fhould be men of difci-
pline, fobriety, and juftice; for they who are not fo ia their own per-
fons, can expe no order, nor compel others to obey the Jaws: a peo-
ple to whom riches and plenty furnith matter for vice and luxury, (hould
be governed by a ftri& and {kilful hand ; which may reform their man-
ners, and at the fame time both promote and dire& their induftry®.”

Mr. Otis Little, a gentlemantwell acquainted with the Northern Co~
lonies, fays, that * their trade and produce have not hitherto been pro-
perly encouraged, although their utility may be eafily comprehended.”””
Great Britain, indeed, has enjoyed the benefit of a moft extenfive com-
merce {ince the difcovery of America, which, if properly attended to,
will contribute more to its future intereft than any other branches of
trade, by enlarging a demand for all its manufa&ures, and increafing’
the means of its naval force: and notwithftanding a jealoufy has been
trequently excited ‘againft the Colonies on account of their growth, itwill
appear that the commerce and naval power of Great Britain muft greatly
depend on their future protection and encouragement.

* ¢« The State of Trade in the Northern Colonies confidered, with an account.of the:
preduce, and a particular defcription of Nova Scotia.”

CHAF,
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The Province, or Colony, of Maflachufets Bay.

8k O OvIN L

The Englifb Brownifts from Holland form the firfl colony in New England,
and fettle at New Plymouth in 1620. Their firft grant imn 1624 ; and
their patent in 1630 : with other grants from the company to Jeveral
perfons ; and fome unfuccefiful attempts from New Plymouth to fettle in
the MafJachufets Bay. The rife of the Maffachufets Bay colony : the old
charter in 1627 ; and royal patent in 1628 ; with the powers and pri-
wileges thereby granted to the governor and company of Maffachufets
Bay: the colony feal: the firft governor, deputy-governor, and affiffants.
A large embarkation from England to the colony : thewr firf} jettlement at
Salem in 1629 ; and the firft effablifbment of their church government.
The grand embarkation, with the removal of the charter and govern-
ment from Old England to New i 1630. The new magylrates ap-
peinted to go over; and their charallers : their arrival in New Eng-
land ; and the hardfhips they fuffered. Bofton and other towns built :
the eflablifbment and proceedings of the civil government. The colonyfls

alarmed by the Indians, and alfo by the French in 1632. An order of

the privy-council in England to encourage the colomfls.  Mr. Cotton or-
dained minifter of Boflon. An alteration in the civil government i 1634.
Sir Henry Vane appointed governor in 1635. The beginning of the fettle-
ments of Commelticut, Eaft Hampfhire, and Main; as alfo of Rhbode
Hland. '

THE Council of Plymouth parcelled out their grant into {everal fettle-

ments, and particularly to the people at firlt called Brownilfts, from
Robert Brown, a young enthufiaftical clergyman, in 1580, and afterward
Independents. This fe& removed from England to Holland, and went
from thence in about ten years to America, that they might worfthip God
without moleftation in their own particular way. They obtained an in-
ftrument from King James 1. for the free exercife of their religion in any
part of America; after which, they entered into articles of agreement
with the Plymouth company, to fettle on the banks of Hudfon’s River,
now in the government of New York. They failed from Plymouth on
the 6th of September, 1620, in one thip, on board of which were one

i hundred
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hundred and one perfons, who fell in with Cape Cod upon the gth of
November, which was too late in the feafon for proceeding to Hudfon’s
River. Although without the limits of their agrecment, they were
obliged to fit down in that barren {oil, and formed t]}emfeltres into a volun-
tary affociation, or colony ; whereby they entered into a folemn contra&,
to {ubmit to fuch laws as fhould be approved of by the majority.

This obligation was {igned by forty-one perfons, who, with their fa-
milies, were all that f{ailed from, Plymouth, to encounter the hazards of a
new {ettlement in fo remote a part of the world, where they had the
winter before them,-and no accommodation for their entertainment. From
the length of the voyage, other fatigues, and extreme cold weather,
about fifty of their number died the firlt year of putrid fevers and other
{corbutic diforders; but the Indians were alfo greatly reduced about that
time by fome epidemic diftempers and inteftine wars,

Thus the f{irft fettlements in New England were chiefly upon a reli-
gious account, as reclufe families who were devout Puritans, and not fer-
vants to the adventurers. 'I'hey called the place of their fettlement by
the name of New Plymouth, and they chofe Mr. Carver governor for
one year; but he died in April following, and was fucceeded by Mr.
Bradford. All was in common at firft, and they divided themf{elves into
nineteen families or mefles. Some recruits arrived yearly from England;
but they had no grant of their lands from the Council of Plymouth until
the year 1624, when the whole fettlement was compofed of ene hundred
and eighty perfons, in thirty-two mefles. The town confifted of thirty-
two dwelling-houfes, and was paled in about half a mile in compafs: in
the midft of the inclofure, upon a rifing ground, was the fort, upon the
top of which was a watch-tower, from whence the centinel might fee
feveral leagues out at fea. They had made a falt-work, and freighted a
fhip of one hundred and eighty tons with fith cured of their own falt:
but the adventurers in England, who were about feventy in number, were
fiill difpirited, as they had expended about feven thoufand pounds upon
the fettlement.

The colonifls were generally Brownifts, or of the more rigid feparatifts
of the Church of England, and continued to increafe until the year 1630,
when they obtained a patent, which fettled ‘the boundaries of the colony
in the following words: ¢ The council for New England, in confideration
¢ that William Bradford and his aflociates have, for thefe nine years, lived
“ in New England, and have there planted a town called New Plymouth,
¢ attheir owncharges; and now feeing, by the {pecial providence of God'

¢ and
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and their extraordinary care and induftry, they have increafed their
plantations to near three hundred people, and are on all occafions able
to relieve any new planters, or others of his Majefty’s {ubjets, who

may fall on that coaft ; therefore feal a patent to the faid William Brad--

ford, his heirs, aflociates, and afligns, of ¢ all that part of New Eng-
land between Cohaflet Rivulet towards the north, and Narraganfet
River towards the fouth; the Wefltern Ocean towards the eaft; and
between a ftraight line direétly extending up into the main land towards
the weft, from the mouth of Narraganfet River, to the utmoft bounds
of a country into New England, called Pacanokit, alias Sawamfer,
weftward, and another-like ftraight line extending direétly from the
mouth of Cohaflet River toward the weft, {o far into the main land
weftward, as the utmoft limits of the faid Pacanokit or Sawamfiet ex-
tend; as alfo all that part of New England between the utmoft limits
of Caperfecont, or Comalcecont, which adjoins to the River Kennebec
and the falls of Negumke, with the faid river itfelf, and the fpace of
fifteen miles on each fide between the bounds aforefaid ; with all pre-
rogatives, rights, royalties, jurifdi¢ions, privileges, franchifes, liber-
ties, and immunities; and alfo marine liberties, with the efcheats and
cafualties tiereof, (the Admiralty jurifdi@ion excepted) with all the
mtereft, right, and authority, which the {aid councii have thereto; with
the liberty to trade with the natives, and fith on. the feas adjoining..
And it thall be lawful for them to incorporate themfelves, or the people
there inhabiting, by fome fit name or title, with liberty to:them and:
their fucceffors, to make orders, ordinances, and conflitutions, not
contrary to the laws of England, for their better government, and put
the fame in execution, by fuch officers as he or they fhall authorize
and depute; and for their fafety and defence, to encounter by force
of arms, by all means, by land and fea, feize and make prize of all:
who attempt to inhabit or trade with the favages within the limits of
their plantations, or attempt invafion, detriment, or annoyance to

them.’”

The Council of Plymouth were empowered to co'nvey property ; but

could not delegate jurifdition ; therefore their grant was to Mr. Brad-
ford, who afterward affigned it to the freemen in general, and that
aflignment was confirmed by the company.

This was the: mother-colony of New England, which, like other

- grants, was ingulphed in the province of Maflachufets Bay. It would

be tedious to enumerate them all; but it is neceffary to remark the princi-

pal, which were, 1. Mr. Wefton, one of the‘PIymouth adventurers ; he:

obtained

~J
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obtained a feparate grant of fome land; and, in 1622, {ent over about
fixty men to make a fettlement in the Maflachufets Bay, at a plac? called
Welagafqualet, now Weymouth ; but they managed ill, became idle and
diffolute, foon broke up, and their money was loft. 2. Captain Gorge, fon
to Sir Ferdinando Gorge, brought over {ome fettlers in 1623 ; but he was
{foon difcouraged and returned home. 3. Mr. David Thompion, about
the fame time, attempted a fettlement at Pifcataqua, the memory of which
is loft. :

In 1624, the lands from Pifcataqua River to within three miles of
Merrimac River were granted to Mr. Mafon, whofe heirs afterward fold
it to Mr. Allen of London : it extended fixty miles inland, and was pro-
perly the province of New Hampfhire; but the grant and conveyance
feem to be obfolete.

The fame year, fome adventurers began a fmall fettlement at Cape
Anne, the northern promontory of Maflachufets Bay, and are now be-
come the moft confiderable fettlement 1n North America. '

Captain Woolafton and fome others, in 1626, began a fettlement at
Braintree, which they entirely broke up in lefs than two years, when
fome of the fettlers went to New Plymouth and others to Virginia.

There were f{everal other grants and purchafes for {mall confiderations,
which are either become obifolete, or incorporated with the four confti-
tuted colonies of New England; befide, in 1630, the Earl of Warwick
had a grant of a tra of land along fhore from Narraganfet River, forty
leagues weft foutherly, and back inland to the South Seas. That noble-
man afligned his grant to Lord Vifcount Say and Seale, Lord Brooke, and
nine other affociates, who found many difficulties in fettling, and affigned
their right to the fettlers of New Haven and Conneéticut, who were emi-
grants from Maffachulets Bay, and had no title originally, but fate down
at pleafure, and at prefent enjoy a royal charter by the name of The colony
of Conne&icut. Part of this grant from Narraganfet Bay to Connegticut
River, was given by the King in 1636 to the Duke of Hamilton, who
never was in pofleflion, and the claim became obfolete.

In 1621, the planters of New Plymouth fent Captain Standith and ten
men in their boat to the Maffachufets Bay, about twenty leagues north from
Plymouth. The bay appeared very large, and to have many iflands.in it;
as alfo two rivers within the bay, and good harbouring for fhips; but

Neale, L 103. though moft of the iflands had: been inhabited, they were then depopu=

lated.
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Tated. Tn 1622, Mr. Wefton arrived with fixty paflengers at Plymouth,
and removed to the Maflachufets Bay, for which he had procured a patent;
but this was a diforderly company of men, and foon obliged to abandon
their fettlement. The governor of Plymouth gave them all the affiftance
he could; but they lived too diffolute for their circumfitances; and when
they had bartered away all their goods for Indian corn, they fold their
bedding and clothes. ‘Some of them became fervants to the Indians; the
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major part turned robbers ; but all was infufficient to fupply their wants. Neale, L 107.

Some died with kunger; others lived in the woods, and were barbaroufly
treated by the Indians, who added infult to cruelty. This occafioned Cap-
tain Standifh to come to their affiftance ; upon which the Indians fled to
their woods, where moft of them were {oon after deftroyed by the plague;
and this opened the way for the Maffachufet fettlement in 1629. Captain
Standith offered to condu& Mr. Wefton’s men to Plymouth; but they
chofe to fail away with their veflel to the eaftward to meet Mr. Wefton,
whofe fettlement was {et up in oppofition to Plymouth, under the pre-
tence of propagating the difciplime of the Church of England in America ;.
but his colony came to this deplorable fate.

Soon after, another unfuccefsful attempt was made to begin a fettlement
in the Maflachufets Bay by Captain Gorge, and fcveral families who came
over with him. This gentleman had a commiffion frem the eouncil of
New England to be General-governor of the country, and a council was
appointed to aflift him; with * full power to himfelf and any three of
them, to execute what fhould {feem proper in all eapital, criminal, and
civil caufes:” but this colony was foon difperfed.

A farther attempt was made, in 1626, to begin a fettlement in the Maf-
fachufets, by Captain Woolafton and fome other gentlemen, who brought
over many fervants, provifions, and other neceflaries for a plantation;
but they foon abandoned their fettlement. Some of the people went to
Virginia, and others were left behind under Morton, who taught the
Indians the ufe of firecarms, in the exercife of which they became {o
troublefome to the colonifls, that the Plymouth colony fent Captain Stan-
difh to expoftulate with him about it; putting him in mind of the royal
proclamation, which prohibited their trading with the Indians in any fort
of warlike ftores; as alfo of the inconveniencies that might attend inflruét-
ing them in the European art of war. He was obliged to fubmit, whereby
the remains of Woolafton’s colony fubfided, after they had maintained
themfelves in the Maflachufets about two years.

The Dutch had now eftablifhed a colony on Hudfon’s River, and invited'
the colony of Plymouth to carry on a correfpondence and trade; but in
5 102§
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1625, Mr. Roger Conant made a fettlement at Cape Anne, the north.
eaflerly promontory of Maflachufets Bay, with fome fettlers from Dor-
chefter and other parts of the weft of England, who foon removed to

Naumkeak, fince called Salem.

This gave rife to a projet firft concerted in Lincolnfhire, of procuring
from the Council of Plymouth a grant for fettling a colony in Maffachufets
Bay, with a refolution that the principal town fhould be called Bofton, -
Thefe adventurers were joined by fomeothers of Londonand Dorfetihire,
and obtained a grant from the Council of Plymouth, on the igth of
March, 1627, whereby the company did confirm to Sir Henry Rofwel,
and Sir John Young, Knights; Thomas Southcot, John Humphreys,
John Endicot, and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and afligns and their
aflociates for ever, *all that part of New England which lies and extends
between a great river there, commonly called Monomack or Merrimack,
and a certain other river called Charles River, being in a bottom of a cer-
tain bay there commonly called Maflachufets, Mattachufets, or Maffatu-
{cts Bay; and alfo all thofe Jands and hereditaments whatfoever lying
within the {pace of three Englith miles, on the fouth part of the fad
Charles river ; and alfo all the lands and hereditaments, being within the
fpace of three Englifh miles to the fouthward of the fouthermoft part of
the faid bay; and alfo all thofe lands and hereditaments which lie within
the fpace of three Englith miles to the northward of the faid river calld
Monomack or Merrimack ; and all lands and hereditaments north and
fouth in latitude, in breadth, and in longitude, within all the breadh
aforefaid, throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and Wefl-
ern Sea on the eaft part, to the South Sea on the weft part; and alfoal
mines and minerals whatfoever, which they the faid council at Plymouth, 1n
the county of Devon, then had or might enjoy, in or within the faid land
and premifes; to be holden of his Majefty King Charles I. bis heirs and
fucceffors, as of his manor of Eaft Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in
free and common {occage, and not i capite, nor by knights fervice:
yielding and paying therefor unto his faid Majefty, his heirs and fuccel-
fors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and filver which fhould, from time
to time, happen to be found in any of the faid limits, for and in {atisfac-
tion of all manner of demands and fervices whatfoever.”

The gentlemen mentioned in this charter were unwilling to embark
alone in fo great an undertaking, and engaged others about the city 0
London to join with them. A petition was then prefented to the King
that their names might be inferted in the patent, as original proprietors;

which was accordingly done in a new draught of the former patent, the
4th
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ath of March 1628, and confirmed by his Majefty, whereby the faid
parties, and all fuch others as fhould be admitted and made free of the
company and fociety therein mentiongd, were made one body politic and
corporate, by the name of The Governor and Company of Maflachufets
Bay, in New England. .

This 1s commonly called the old charter, whereby the company were
impowered yearly to eleét their own governor, deputy-governor, and
eighteen afliftants, out of the freemen of the company; who were to be
chofen the laft Wednefday in every Eafter-term, by a general court, to be

held annually on that day. They were to have four general courts a Neale, I. 139

year; the laft Wednefday in Hilary, Eafter, Trinity, and Michaelmas
terms, for ever : they might admit freemen, choofe officers, order lands,
and make fuch laws as they fhould think for the good of the plantation,
not repugnant to the laws of England; and free liberty of confcience
was likewile granted to all that {hould fettle in thofe parts, to worfhip
God in their own way. '

The coleny feal was an Indian ere&, naked; an arrow in his right
hand, and a bow in his left ; with thefe words, in a label from his mouth,
“ Come over and help us;”” and in a round, ¢ Sigillum Gub. et Socie-
“¢ tatis de Maflachufets Bay in Nova AngL1a.”

Matthew Cradock was appointed the firft governor, and Thomas Goffe
-deputy-governor : the afliftants were, Sir Richard Saltonftal, lfaac John-
fon, Samuel Alderfey, John Venn, John Humphrey, Simon Whetcomb,
Increafe Nowel, Richard Perry, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaffal, Theo-
philus Eaton, Thomas Adams, Thomas Haufchins, George Foxcroft,
William Vaffal, William Pyncheon, John Pocock, and Chriftopher Coul-
fon; William Burgis was chofen fecretary. At this court it was deter-
mined, that every one of the company, who had fubfcribed fifty pounds,
fhould have two hundred acres of land affigned, and in proportion for a
greater or lefler fum, as the firft dividend. The names of all the adven-
turers, and the {fums fublcribed, were fent over to Mr. Endicot, who
was appointed their governor in the plantation; while a fecond embark-
ation of planters and fervants was ordered to be made, who were to be
accompanied with four reverend divines.. Thefe were, Mr. Francis Hig-
ginfon, a filenced non-coaformift minifter of Leicefterthire; and Mr. Sa-
muel Skelton, who were appointed chaplains to the colony; Mr. Francis
Bright, who is faid to have been a conformift; and Mr. Ralph Smith,
who {eems to have been of the feparation in England, on which account
he was required to give under his hand, that he would not exercife his

NoL. L | M miniftry
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miniftry within the limits of the patent, without exprefs permiffion from
the governor. Six fhips were provided for this embarkation; anq about
three hundred and fifty paflengers embarked for the plantation, with one
hundred and fifteen head of neat cattle; fome horfes, theep, goats, rab-
bits, and all other neceflaries for a fettlement ; befide {1x pieces of cannon
for a fort ; with a large quantity of military ftores. Mr. Higginfon fays
in his Journal, that the whole fleet failed from the Ifle of Wight on the
11th of May 1629, arrived at Cape Anne the zzth of June, and at
Naumkeag the 29th. Moft of their live ftock died in the paflage, as alfo
fome of the paflengers; and from this {mall beginning is the Maffachufet
province grown to that eminent figure it now makes in the American

world.

The new planters called their firft {ettlement Salem, which, in the He-
brew language, {ignifies Peace ; but fome of them {oon removed to Mifha~
wum, to which they afterward gave the name of Charles Town. As
religion was the principal motive of their coming over into thefe parts,
they refolved to fettle that in the firft place. Mr. Endicot had corre-
fponded with the fettlers at Plymouth, who informed him of the church
order and difcipline fet up by them, which was like that of the reformed
churches in France and Germany, and was embraced by the new colonifts,
who appointed the fixth of Auguft for ereing fuch a church among
themfelves. Mr. Higginfon and Mr. Skelton had been previouily eleGted
and ordained, the one teacher, the other paftor; each of them, together
with four venerable members, laying their hands on the other with
folemn prayer; but on the day appointed for the choice and ordination of
elders and deacons, thirty perfons, who were defired to be of the com-
munion, publickly profefled their confent unto a confeflion of faith drawn
up by Mr Higginfon, and afterward figned a folemn covenant, whereby
¢ they bound themfelves, in the prefence of God, to walk together in all
his ways, according as he was pleafed to reveal himfelf in his blefled word
of truth: They avouched the Lord to be their God, and themfelves to be
his people, in the truth and fimplicity of their {pirits : They gave them-
felves to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the word of his grace, for the teach-
ing, ruling, and fan&ifying of them in matters of worfhip and converfa-
tion ; rcfolving to cleave unto him alone for life and glory ; and to reje& all
contrary ways, canons, and conftitutions of men in worthip: They pro-
mifed to ftudy the advancement of the gofpel in all truth and peace, both
in regard of thofe that were within or without, no way ﬂighting their
filter churches, but ufing their counfel as need fhould be, not laying a
{lumbling-block before any, no not the Indians, whofe good they defired
to promote.” 'They alfo promifed ¢ to carry themfelves in all lawful

obedience
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obedience to thofe that were over them in church or commonwealth ;
they refolved to approve themfelves to the Lord in their particular call-
ings, thunning idlenefs as the bane of any ftate; nor would they deal
hardly or oppreflingly with any, wherein they were the Lord’s ftewards:
promifing alfo to teach their children and fervants the knowledge of God
and of his will, that they might likewife {ferve him ; and all this not by
any ftrength of their own, but by the Lord Chrift, whofe blood they de-
{ired might {prinkle this their covenant made in his name.” This was
the eftablifhment of their church, and the minifters were ordained or
inftituted anew ; after which, feveral others were admitted into it; but
none without {ufficient teftimonies of their fober lives and converfation ;
for the only term of their communion was, * giving fatisfaltion to the
church concerning their faith and manners.”

The firft winter after the arrival of the colony proved very fatal to
them, and carried off almoft one hundred of their company, among
whom was Mr. Higginfon the teacher, and Mr. Haughton the ruling
elder of the church.

While thefe things were tranfaced in the infant colony, the company
in England proje¢ted a much larger embarkation, and the transfer of the
company itfelf from old England to New. Several gentlemen of great
property, diffatisfied with the arbitrary proceedings in church and flate,

pleafed themfelves with the profpet of liberty in both, to be enjoyed

in America, and propofed to the company at London, to remove with
their families; but upon this exprefs condition, that the patent and
charter thould remove with them ; and this propofal was firft commu-
nicated on the 28th of July 1629. A committee was appointed to con-
fider of it; as allo to advife with counfel learned in the law, and to
make report : but this report is not upon record. The adventurers had
been at great expence, without any fatisfaGory returns made to them,
and had no immediate profpeQ of any profit from the plantation, in the
prefent circumftances of the colonifts. The principal cbjection arofe
from a doubt, whether {fuch a transfer was legal: but it was determined,
on the 2gth of Auguft, “ by the gencral confent of the company, that
the government and patent fhould be fettled in New England.” In con-
fequence of this new refolution, the Members of the corporation, who
remained in England, were to retain a fhare in the trading ftock, and
proiits of it, for feven years. The management of it was committed
to five perfons who were to refide in America, and thefe were Sir Richard
Saltonftal, Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Revel ; to-
gether with five who were to remain, being Mr. Cradock, Mr., Wright,

M 2 Mr,
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Mr. Eaton, Mr. Goffe, and Mr. Young. The ftock anc}. profits were
to be divided, proportional to the adventure, at the e:.cplration of the
term: all other powers and privileges were to remain with the Colenifts
in general : but there is no account of any dividend ever made, or of
any trade ever carried on for the company. There was another article,
that one half the charge of fortifications and fupport of the minifters
thould be defrayed out of the common f{tock; although no notice was
taken of it in the colony.

At a general court, held on the 20th of O&ober, a new election was
made for the government of the colony, confifting of fuch perfonsas had de-
termined to go over with the patent. They did not all go over to America:
but from time to time, until the general embarkation, as any cne declined,
fome other perfon was chofen in his room. Nor is it furprizing that they
difcovered a want of refolution : itis rather ftrange thatfo many perfevered.
It thews fome fortitude in a man of health and vigour, who goes through
the fatigues of a long voyage, and fpends only a few months among
favages, and in a climate more {evere than ever he had experienced.
What then muft we think of perfons of rank, and good circumftances
in life, bidding a final adieu to all the delights and conveniencies of their
native country, efpecially fuch a country as England, and expofing
themf{elves to inevitable difficulties in a long voyage acrofs the Atlantic,
to land upon an inhofpitable fhore, deftitute of building to fecure-them
from the inclemency of the weather, and of moft forts of food to which
they had becn always ufed.

As to the character and circumftances of the principal adventurers,
it may be neceffary to obferve that Mr. Winthrop was of Groton in Suf-
folk, where he was a juftice of peace at the age of eighteen, and very
early in life was exemplary for his polite as well as fedate and pious de-
portment : he had an eftate of about feven hundred pounds a' year,
which he converted into money, and embarked the: whole to promote
the new fettlement : he was forty-three years of age when he removed,
and ’WILS.C}CVQI]. times chofen governor : he fpent his whole fortune in
the public {fervice, the falary being {fmall, and his hofpitality great; his
fon and grandfon were fucceflively-governors of Conne&icut colony ; and
his pofterity have ever {fince been refpe&ted and honoured. Mr. Dudley,
had a captain’s commiffion under Queen Elizabeth, in 1597, when he
raifed a company of volunteers, with whom he went over to France,
and was at the fiege of Amiens under Henry the Fourth: he afterward
tettled in Northamptonthire, and was entrufted by the Earl of North-
ampton with the management of his affairs: he was fifty-four years of

age
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age when he embarked for America, where he was chofen into the magi-

firacy every year of his fubfequent days, was four years governor, and

often deputy-governor. Sir Richard Saltonflal was the firft named aflo-

eiate to the orignal patentees; he was fon or grandfon of Sir Richard
Saltonftal, who was Lord Mayor of London in 1597 : he remained but

a fhort time in New England,. yet his heart was fet upon promoting the

colony : by a will, made in 1658, he gave a legacy to the college in

New England; and his great-grandfon, Gurdon Saltonftal, was many

vears governor of Conne&icut. Mr. Humphrey was one of the fix

original patentees from the council of Plymouth, and married the lady

Sufan, a daughter of the Earl of Lincoln. Mr. Johnfon was the fon-

of Abraham Johnfon, Efq; of Clipfham in Rutlandfhire; he married the

lady Arabella, another daughter of the Earl of Lincoln, and had the

largeft eftate of all the adventurers. Mr. Endicot was one of the moft

zealous undertakers, and the moft rigid in principles. Mr. Nowel was

a relation to Alexander Nowel, Dean of St. Paul’s in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth. Mr. William Vaflal, as well as his brother Samuel Vafial,

were gentlemen of good circumftances in England ; but were not fully

of the fame fentiment in matters of religion with the planters in gene-

ral : Mr. William Vaflal went over with the firft company, and- fettled

at a place called Scituate, in: Plymouth colony : when Jamaica was con-

quered, by Penn and Venables, in 1655, helaid the foundation of feveral

fine eftates in that ifland, which his pofterity now enjoy. Mr. Samuel

Vaflal was an em@anent merchant of London, and was the firft who re-

fufed to pay the fubfidy of tonnage and poundage, which he conceived

to be an impofition againft the law of the land ; whereupon. the King’s
attorney-general, in the fourth year of Charles I.. exhibited an informa-

tion in the Exchequer againft him, for refufing to pay an impoft upon
4628 hundred weight of currants which.he had imported into the port ﬁﬁgi‘;f&a_
of London, and which had been feized by the farmers and officers of lecions,vclI.
the cuftom-houfe. He putin a plea to the information, to which thci,ffﬂ’,;mr_
attorney-general demugsed in law, and Mr. Vaflal joined in demur ; but 3 L“,,T
the caufe was arbitrarily decided by the barons of the Exchcquer, who im- lond, vol. Il..
.prifoned Mr. Vaflal for not paying the duty required upon his goods,® */7°

of which he could net obtain' refhitution. DBut the houfe of commons,

on the 8th of July 1641, refolved, ¢ That Mr. Samuel Vaflal fhould

have the {fum of ten thoufand four hundred forty five pounds twelve fhil+

lings and two pence paid him for his lofles and damages, for denying toRofhworths.
pay tonnage and poundage not granted by a& of parliament, in purfu= z?{""”:”‘: p--
ance and obedience to a declaration and vote of this houfe. And the ™

Houfe alfo declared, that they would in due time take Mr. Vaffzl into
further.
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further confideration for his imprifonment and perfonal fufferings*?”
Mr. Pyncheon was a gentleman of learning as well as religion: he laid
the foundation of Rockibury, but foon removed to Cennetticut river,
and was the father of the town of Springficld, where his family have
flourithed ever fince. Mr. Rofliter was a gentleman of a plentiful eftate
in the weft of England, and died the firft year. Mr. Sharp and M,
Revel continued but a fhort time in New England. Mr., Cradock was
an eminent merchant in London, and carried on a trade in the colony
many years, but never went over : he was more forward in advancing
out of his fubftance than any other, and was generally the higheft in all
fubfcriptions. Mr. Venn, commonly called colonel Venn, was in the
defign from the beginning, and intended to have removed to America;
Rapin, vol,11, Put was prevented by the change of affairs in England, where he made
P §70- a confiderable figure in the long parliament, and was one of the judges
who pafled fentence on the King. Mr. Eaton was a weft-country mer-
chant, and his father was a minifter in Coventry : he came to New Eng-
land in 1637, and then fettled New Haven colony, of which he was
governor until his death. His correfpondence with the governor of the
Maflachufets and the Dutch governor of Manhadoes, or New York,
difcover a good underftanding and virtuous mind. Mr. Coddington was
a Lincolnfhire gentleman, and zealous to a great degree: he was after-
ward the father of Rhode Ifland, where his zeal abated, and he pro-
moted a general toleration : he was governor of that colony many years,
and would gladly have joined in confederacy with the other Colonifts,
but was prevented by a difference in religious fentiments., Mr. Brad-
ftreet was of Emanuel college in Cambridge, from whence he removed
to the family of the Earl of Lincoln as his fteward, and afterward he
lived with the Countefs of Warwick, in the fame capacity : he married

one of Mr. Dudley’s daughters; and, after her death, a fifter of Sit
‘George Downing.

1630. In April 1630, governor Winthrop, and Mr. Dudley, with Sir Richard
Saltonftal, and feveral other of their afliftants, embarked at Yarmouthon
board the Arabella; which fhip was fo called in honour of the Lady

rabella Johnfon, who, with her hufband, was on board of her; and

they were accompanied, or followed, by fixteen other thips from dif-

ferent ports, moft of which arrived in New England in the month of

plinids July, and the others before the end ‘of the year, carrying in all about

Chron. p. fifteen hundred paflengers, of all occupations proper for planting a new
z j0.

* An elegant monument has lately been erefted in the new chapel at Bofton in New
England, to commemorate the charafter of this eminent patriot of the laft century.

colony.
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eolony. A few days after their embarkation, a paper was publithed, in-
titled, “ The humble requeft of his Majefty’s loyal {ubje&s, the governor
- and company lately gone for New England, to the reft of their brethren
in and of the church of England, for the obtaining of their prayers,
and the removal of {ufpicions and mifconfirutions of their intentions :
wherein they intreated their reverend fathers and brethren of the church
of England, to recommend them to the mercies of God in their con=-
ftant prayers, as a church then {pringing out of their own bowels. This
paper occafioned a difpute, whether the firft fettlers of the Maflachufets
were of the church or not? However problematical it may be, what
they were while they remained in England, they left no room: for doubt
after their arrival in America.

‘The Arabella arrived at Salem on the 12th of June, and the next
morning the governor was vifited by Mafconomoco, the Sagamore of
Cape Anne, to welcome him on his fafe arrival ; and the other fhips alfo
came fafe to the fame place. The common people immediately went
athore, and regaled themfelves with firawberries, which are very fine in
America, and were then in perfe&tion. This might give them a favour-
able idea of the produce of the country; but the gentlemen had fuflici-

ent occalion to be alarmed and filled with concern. The firft intelli--
gence they had, was of a general confpiracy, a few months before, of
all the Indians as far as Naraghanfet, to extirpate the Englith.. Out of
about three hundred perfons, upwards of eighty died in the colony the:

winter before, and many of thofe that remained were in a' weak fickly
condition. There was not corn enough to have lafted above a fortnight,

and all other provifions were fo very {carce, that the one hundred and’
eighty indented fervants which the gentlemen had fent over, they could:
not avoid giving them all their hiberty, though they coft them from 161..
to 20l. fterling a perfon: They had not above three or four months: to:
look out proper places for fettlements, and to provide fhelter againft the
feverity of the winter. With this profpe& of difficulties, ficknefs began:

among them ; and as they were deftitute of neceflary accommodations,.

many of them died. Among others, the Lady Arabella Johnfon, who
ended her days at Salem about a month after her arrival; and her huf-
band foon after died of grief for her lofs. Mr. Roffiter, another of the
afliftants, was alfo among the dead, whofe number: before December:

amounted to about two hundred, including a few who died in their paf--

fage. Mr.. Dudley obferved to his friendsin England, that ¢ if any come Letter dageq
to this fettlement to plant for worldly ends Jmt can.live well at home, March 23¢h,

ke commits an error, of which he will foon repent: people of Enﬁland

who are endued with grace, and furnifhed with means to find their: fa-
sutlies.

5
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milies for eighteen months, and to build and plant, let them come: In
the beginning of our fettlements, we had great ficknefs and mortality,
as weli)as the fettlers of New Plymouth, which {feemed to proceed fr9m
want of warm lodging and’good diet ; they w:vho ilanded in _fummer d1¢d
of fevers from the heats ; they who landed in winter, as in New Ply-

mouth, died of the fcurvy.”

The governor and fome of the principal perfons difliked their fituation
at Salem, and chofe to fettle upon better land. They proceeded to the
mouth of Charles River, farther up the bay, where fome fettled, and
called it Charles Town ; others fettled at Sagus River, now Lynn; and
fome at Myftic River, now Medford. One inftance of tl.le civili‘ty and
juflice of the planters to the Indians, was this, that, notw1thﬁand.mg the
patent they had from the crown, they fairly purchafed of the natives the
{everal tra@s of land which they afterward poflefled. Indeed, the crown
grants of landin America, feem rather to give a right of pyrchaﬁng, than
a real right to the land, which certainly belongs to the natives.

Toward the latter end of the year, a part of the colony of Charles
Town removed to a peninfula in the bottom of Maflachufets Bay, called
Shawmut by the Indians ; and by the Englifh, on account of three con-
tiguous hills appearing in a range to thefe at Charles Town, at firft Tri~
mountain, and afterwards Bofton, in compliment to Mr. Cotton, the
puritan minifter of Bofton in Lincolnfhire, of whofe coming into thofe
parts they were in great expeftation. This peninfula was the moft com-
modioufly fituated for trade and commerce of any place’in the country:
It 1s about two miles in length, and one in breadth ; appearing then, at
high-water, in the form of two iflands. Here they built the town of
Bofton, now the metropolis of New England, and the largeft city of all
the Britith empire in America. From the obfervations of Mr. Thomas
Robie, fellow of Harvard-college, made from an eclipfe of the moon on
the 15th of March 1717, itappears to be in 42° 25’ of north-lati-
tude, and weft from London 4 h. 46" which is weft longitude 71° 30
The town was firft fettled under the condu& of Mr. Johnfon, who fatis-
fied Mr. B_laﬁon for his claim, which was that of prior pofleflion. He
was an epifcopal minifter, of a particular humour, and claimed a pro-
perty in the whole peninfula, becaufe he happened to fleep firft in a
hovel on this point of land. He had not been a thorough conformift in
England ; but he was more diffatisfied with the non-conformity of the
new-comers, and told them, that as he came from England becaufe he
difliked the lord bithops, fo he could not join with them, becaufe he
would not be under the lord-brethren. He had the grant of a confider-

able
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able lot at the weft-end of the town; but he chofe to quit all, and re-
moved to the fouthward, at or near what is fince called Providence,
where he lived many years.

Some {ettled from Charles Town weftward at New Town and Water
Town: others from Bofton fettled two miles weft fouthward, and called
it Rockfbury, becaufe rocky ground. A few fettled four miles fouth
from Bofton, and called it Dorchefter; all of which were chiefly weft-
countryimen : but Newbury was not fettled until 1635. About one hun-
dred perfons returned with the fhips to England; and fome libertines
went to a {mall fettlement, which had been made at Pifcataqua, without
this jurifdition.

Mr. Nowel and thofe of Charles Town, who had removed from Salem,
at firft confidered themfelves as one fettlement and one church with
thofe at Bofton, and had Mr. Wilfon for their minifter, who went to
England in the {pring, when thofe of Charles Town became a diftin&
church, and took Mr. James for their minifter,

At thefe feveral places the whole company were fettled for the firft
winter, and their out-door work was over on the 6th of December, when
the governor and afliftants met at Charles Town and agreed to fortify
the neck between Bofton and Roxbury : but at another meeting, on the
2 1{t, they laid that defign afide, and agreed on a place firft called New
Town, and afterward Cambridge, about three miles above Charles
Town, and moft of them engaged to build houfes there the next year,
when the governor fet up the frame of a houfe, which he foon took
down, and carried it to Bofton ; becaufe Chicketawbut, the chief of the
Indians there, made high profeflions of friendfhip, and rendered the de-
fign of a fortified town unnecceffary.

The colonifts fuftained great hardfhips during the winter, and a ge-
neral faft was appointed to be held on the 22d of February 1631 ; but
this intended faft was turned into a thankfgiving; for, on the sth, the
thip Lion returned laden with provifions from England, which were dil-
tributed to the people according to their neceflities. The high price of
provifions this year in England, impoverithed the colony, for every
bufhel of wheat meal coft, including the freight, fourteen thillings fter-
ling ; each bufhel of peafe ten fhillings ; and Indian corn, imported from
Virginia, {old at ten fhillings. Some were difcouraged, and remined to
England, particularly Sir Richard Saltonftal and Mr. Thomas Sharpe,
who never came back ; but others, in hopes of better times, went over

s OL. L N to
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to fetch their families and returned with them, in particular Mr. Wilfon
and Mr. Coddington.

The {carcity of the former year excited the colonifts to make the
greater improvements by tillage, and they were bleffed with a plentiful
harveft of Indian corn : but it was the year 1633, before they knew they
thould be able to raife Englith grain, if we may credit Mr. Johnfon,
who fays, * This year a fimall glean of rye was brought to the court as
the firft fruits of Englith grain; at which this poor people greatly re-
joiced to fee the land would bear it.”” Cattle were extremely dear, a
great part of what had been fhipped from England being dead, and 2
milch cow was valued at 25/, to 3o/ fterling.

So much of their attention was neceflary to provide for their fupport,
that little bufinefs was done by the affiftants, or by the general court;
the removal of the charter occafioned feveral new regulations to be made,
which were fettled by degrees. The firft court of affiftants was held at
Charles Town, on the 23d of Auguft, about two months after their
arrival ; when a beadle was appointed, as an officer of the corporation;
and it was ordered, that the governor and deputy for the time being,
thould be juftices of the peace; and four of the then afliftants were alfo
appointed juftices. All juftices whatfoever were to have the fame authority,
for reformation of abufes and punifthing orfenders, which juftices had
in England ; but no corporal punifhment to be inflited except by an
afliftant. In capirtal offences, the governor and afliftants fat as a -court,
as well as in civil matters: and there was a trial by a jury for murder
this year, when the prifoner was acquitted. The firft general court was _
held the 19th of October; not by a reprefentative, but by every one
in perfon, who was free of the corporation. As none had been ad-
mitted freemen fince they left England, the governor and affiftants had
a great influence over the court : therefore it was ordered, that the free-
men fhould chufe the affiftants ; and the affiftants, from among them-
felves, fhould ele& the governor and deputy-governor. The court of
affiftants were to have the power of making laws and appointing officers ;
which was a departure from their charter:

One hundred and nine freemen'were admitted at this court: and the
next general court was for the eleGtion of 1631. The fcale Bt
turned, and the freemen refolved to ele@ both governor, deputy, and af-
fiftante, notwithftanding the former vote; and made an order, ti]at none
fhould be admitted to the freedom of the body politic, but fuch as were
members of the church. This was a moft extraordinary order or law;

yet
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yet it continued in force until the diffolution of the government; for
it was repealed in appearance only after the reftoration of King Charles
the Second. Had they been deprived of their civil privileges in England
by an a&t of parliament, unlefs they would join in communion with the
churches there, it might have been the firft in the lift of grievances:
but fuch were the requifites to qualify for church memberfhip here, that
the grievance was abundantly more. The minifter was to certify, that
the candidates for freemen were of orthodox principles, and of good
lives and converlations : fo that none could be a freeman of that com-
pany, unlefs he was a church member among them. None had a vote

g1

p. 26.

in eleCtions of governor, deputy, and affiftants, nor could be magi- Lechford.

flrates, officers, or Ju1ymen, grand or petit, but freemen ; and the mi-
nifters were intitled to give their votes in all eleGions of magiftrates.
Many of the colonifts were not admitted members of their church; fo
were not freemen ; therefore muft be tried and judged by thofe of the
church, which was confidered by fome as a hardfhip.

The fame governor, deputy-governor, and fuch of the afliftants of

1631.

1630, as were alive and in the colony, were re-cle@ted for 1631 : but Hybbard.

thls year, and this only, the afliftants chofen are not in the colony re-
cords; yet here the old charter law-book begins.

The firft law enalted, was for regulating the price of wages for work- Douglas, I.
men, under a penalty to him that gave, as well as to him who received, 4*7-

more than the limited price; {uch as carpenters, joiners, bricklayers,
fawyers, and thatchers, not more than two thillings a day. They pro-
ceeded to other laws for punifhing idlencfs,”and encouraging induftry :
befides, as they were furrounded with favages, much more numerous
than themficlves, they obliged every man to attend military exercifes ;
and limited the bounds of their plantations, that none might be unne-
ceflarily expofed to the dangers of any enemy. In civil ations, equity
feems to have been their rule of determining, according to the circum-
ftances of the cafe: the judges had recourfe to no other authoritics than
their own reafon and underflanding; and in punifhing offences, they
profefled to be governed by the judicial law of Mofes, as far as thofe
laws were of a moral tendency.

While they were thus without a code or body of laws, and the colony
in its infancy, their fentences fecem to be adapted to the ftate of a large
family of children and fervants, as may appear from feveral inftances
extracted from the public records, particularly the following : Captain
Stone, for abufing Mr, Ludlow, and calling him juftafs, was fined an

N 2 hundred
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hundred pounds, and prohibited coming within the patent, without per--
miffion from the governor, on pain of death. Captain Lovel was ad-
monifhed to take heed of light carriage. Daniel Clarke, found to be an
smmoderate drinker, was fined forty fhillings: John Wedgewood, for
being in the company of drunkards, to be fet in the ftocks: and Ser-
eant Perkins was ordered to carry 40 turfs to the fort, for being drunk..
Robert Shorthofe, for {wearing by the blood of God, was fentenced to-
have his tongue put into a cleft flick, and to ftand for half an hour. A
married woman was ferioufly admonifhed on fufpicion of incontinency.
Thomas Petit, for fufpicion of flander, idlenefs, and ftubbornnefs. was .
cenfured to be feverely whipped, and to be imprifoned. Edward Palmer,
for extortion, in taking 2. 13s. 4d. for the wood-work of Boftoa ftocks
was fined 5 /. and ordered to be fet one hour in" the ftocks: and Jofias
Plaiflowe, for ftealing four bafkets of corn from the Indians, was or-
dered to return them eight bafkets, to be fined ¢ [. as alfo from that:
time to be called only Jofias, and not Mr. as formerly he ufed to be.
They were very careful that no title or appellation fhould be given where -

it was not due; therefore, not above fix of the gentlemen: affumed the -

title of Efquire, and in a lift of one hundred freemen are not to be found
fo many diftinguithed by Mr. though they were generally men of pro-.-
perty ; but good-man and good-wife were the common appellations.

If we confider the chara&er of thefe new colonifts, with the ftate and-
condition they were in before they left England, and after their ar--
tival in America, we may perceive the foutce of the peculiarities in their-
laws and cuftoms. They were not onfly diffatisfied with the cerémonies, -
but alfo with the rigid difcipline, at that time, of the church of Eng--
land; in which they were not fingular; for the principal commoners,

~great part of the clergy, and many of the nobility, were of the fame

fentiments. They muft have very tender and fcrupulous minds, or they
would not have banifhed themfelves from their native country, intimate
friends, and old acquaintances, to venture upon a diftant and unknown
country, rather than fubmit to any thing againft their opinions and con-
fciences. They profefled a facred regard to the word of God in the
Old and New Teftament, as a {uflicient rule of condu&, and that they
were obliged to follow it. They looked upon the obfervation of the
firft, as well as fecond table, neceffary to be enjoined ; and, as the con-
ftitution of their churches would not admit of ecclefiaftical courts, pro-
vifion muft be made for the punithment of fome offences by the civil
magiftrate, which were not fo by the ¢common law. The generality of
the colony being near upon a level, more than common provifion was
acceflary to.enforce a due obedience to the laws, and to eftablith and pre-

ferve
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ferve an authority in the government4 for although fome among them
had liberal or competent fortunes, yet in general their eftates were fmall
and barely f{ufficient to provide them houfes or neceflary accommoda-
tions : therefore a contempt of authority was next to a capital offence;
and as the country was new and uncultivated, the utmoft induftry, oeco-
nomy, and frugality were neceflary to their fubfiftance; as alfo were
laws, with heavy penalties, to compel the obfervance of them. In that
branch of law efpecially, which is diftinguithed by the name of crown-
law in England, they profefled to have no regard, as they intended to
follow the plan of the Hebrew legiflator, fo far as they thought it ob-
ligatory upon all mankind. In> many inftances, they might not err in
judgment as to the morality of a&ions: but their grand miftake appears
to lie in fuppofing certain natural punifhments, in every ftate, alike pro-

rtioned to fome particular kind of offences, and which Mofes had
obferved : whereas fuch punifhments are and ought to be governed by
the particular conflitutions and circumftances of the feveral kingdoms and
ftates where they are applied. If it is added, that they were at their full

liberty, as the troubles in England took off from the colonies the atten- .
tion of the government there; from all thefe circumftances, it is not -

difficult to account for the peculiarities in the laws of the colony.

From the fame prejudice in favour of Ifraelitith cuftoms, a fondnefs
arofe, or at leaft was increafed, as to fignificant names for children.
The three firft baptized in Bofton church were called Joy, Recompence,
and Pity. = The cuftom fpread ; and the town of Dorchefter was remark-
able for {uch names as Faith, Hope, Charity, Deliverance, Dependance,
Preferved, Content, Prudent, Patience, Thankful, Hate-evil, Hold-faft,

and fuch others, which are ftill retained by fome families in remem- -

brance of their anceftors.

In Old England it is faid, 2 man may give his wife moderate cor-
re&tion, without expofing himfelf to any penalty in the law : but the
legiflators of New England had more tender fentiments of this happy
ftate, and a man who ftruck his wife was liable to a fine of 10/ or
corporal punithment; alfo a woman who ftruck her hufband was liable

to the fame penalties. They continued to make the fame choice of ma- -

giftrates for' 1632, with the addition of Mr. John Humphreys; who
had been deputy-governor in England; as alfo of Mr. John Winthrop
the governor’s eldeft fon, who lately arrived, with fome others of the

family, and many paflengers, among whom was Mr. John Elliot, who-

fpent his firft year at Bofton, and then fettled with his friends at Rox-

bary. He bas been efteemed the apoftle of the Indians, teo whomﬁh{i
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firft preached the gofpel, and lived to fee the fuc_cefs _Of his labours in
the converfion of many thoufands of them to Chriftianity.

Governor Winthrop and his paftor Mr. Wilfon fet out this {pring from
Boflon, and travelled on foot forty miles through the woods, as far as
Plymouth, to fettle a correfpondence between the two colonies. Gover-
nor Bradford received them with great honour and refped, and a lafting
friendfhip was eftablifhed between them.

They were frequently alarmed this year by the Indians called Tarre-
tines, or eaftern Indians, who flew and carried away captive fome of the
Indians near Bofton; and alfo cut off a fhaloop from Dorchefter, with
five men, whom they fecretly murdered : while the Narraganfet Indians
alfo difturbed the colonifts at Briftol in New Plymouth. But Miantinomo,
one of the Sachems of the Narraganfets, came to Bofton, to enter intoa
league of friendfhip with the colony.

The New England colonifts had likewife fome uneafly apprehenfions
from the French, who had been driven from their fettlements in L’Acadie,
or Nova Scotia, by Captain Argol from Virginia, in 1613. Sir William
Alexander obtained a grant of it from King James L. in 1623, which was
confirmed by King Charles I. in 1628.: but Sir William fold the property
in 1631 to-M. Claude de la Tour d’Aunay, a French proteftant; and
King Charles gave it up to France by treaty in 1632. This alarmed the
governor and council at Bofton, who determined to finifh a fort which
was begun there, to build another at Nantafket, and to haften the fettle-
ment of Ipfwich, which was completed under the dire@ion of Mr. Win-
throp, the governor’s fon. This was feafonably done, otherwife the
French might have fettled there; which might have induced the Dutch
to have feated themfelves on Conne&icut River. Whether the people of
cither nation would have perfevered is uncertain; but if they had doneif,
the late remarkable conteft for the dominion of North America would
probably have been between France and Holland ; and the commerce of

Great Britain would have borne a very indifferent proportion to that of the
reft of Europe from what it does at prefent.

~ The new colonifts were alfo in perils from their own countrymen, par-
ticularly Sir Ferdinando Gorge and Captain Mafon, two of the coundil
of Plymouth,' Wl.lO had expended large {fums to little purpofe in attempts
to fettle colonies in New England; therefore they beheld the Maffachufets
with an envious eye, and intended for themfelves all that part of the co-
lony which lies to the eaftward of Naumkeag. They joined with fome

other
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other difappointed perfons in a petition to the King againft the company,
which was heard before the privy-council, at Whitehall, on the 1gth of
January, 1632, when the council reprimanded the petitioners, and pub-
lifhed an order fok the encouragement of the adventurers. This order
mentioned, among other particulars, that  their lordfhips finding they
were upon the difpatch of men, victuals, and merchandize for that place,
all which would be at a ftand if the adventurers fhould have difcourage-
ment, or take {ufpicion that the ftate here had no good opinion of that
plantation; their lordfhips not laying the faults of particular men upon
the general government or principal adventurers, which in due time was
further to be enquired into, had thought fit, in the mean time, to declare,
That the appearances were {o fair, and hopes {o great, that the country
would prove both beneficial to this kingdom and profitable to the particu-
lars, as that the adventurers had caufe to go on cheerfully with their
undertakings, and reft aflured, if things were carried on as pretended, and
as by the patents appointed, his Majefty would not only maintain the
liberties and privileges theretofore granted, but fupply any thing farther
that might tend to the good government, profperity, and comfort of his
people there.”

In the fleet mentioned in this order there came over Mr. Thomas
Hooker, Mr. John Cotton, and Mr. Samuel Stone, all remarkable non-
conformift minifters, who were followed by fuch numbers from England,
that it produced an order of the King in council, dated the 21{t of Febru-
ary 1633, to ftop the farther embarkation of paflengers to the Colonies.
This order feems to have been the effet of a new complaint by the former
perfons: but when the whole matter was reported to the King by Sir
Thomas Jermayne, his Majefty faid, he would have fuch feverely pumfhed
as thould abufe his governor and the plantation, whofe defendants were
aflured, that his Majefty did not intend to impofe the ceremonies of the
church of England upon them; for that it was confidered, it was for the

fake of freedom from thofe things that people went over there; and it is

certain no farther ftop was put to the emigration.

Mr. Cotton was ordained minifter of Bofton, and the circumflances
and order of proceeding in his ordination were intended as a precedent,
which the congregational churches in New England have generally con-
formed to ever fince; and this gentleman appears to have been principally
infirumental 1n the eftablithment of their civil as well as ecclefiaftical polity.
He was fellow of Emanuel College in Cambridge, and had been minifter
of Boﬂon in Lincolnfhire, from w THenee he fled to avoid the dreaded effects
of an information againft him in the high commiflion eourt. Great

interceflion
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* interceflion was made for him to Archbifhop Laud by the Earl of Dotfet

j and other noblemen, but fo much in vain, that the earl {fent the minifter
word, ¢ If he had been guilty of drunkennefs or uncleannefs he might

" have found favour, but the fin of puritanifm was unpardonable.”

- 1634.

MafTaclufet
. Records.

" The colonifts, in 1634, thought proper to give their governor fome
refpite ; therefore Mr. Dudley was chofen in his room, and Mr. Ludlow
deputy-governor. About three hundred and ninety freemen were ad-
mitted, which occalioned an alteration of the conftitution ; for at a general
court twenty-four of the principal inhabitants appeared as reprefentatives
of the body of freemen ; which was a thing of neceffity, though no pro-
vifion had been made for it in their charter. The people aflerted their
right to a greater fhare in the government than had been formerly allowed
them, and refolved, that none but the general court had power to make
and eftablith laws, or to elet and appoint officers, to raife taxes, or to
give and confirm lands or proprieties. They further determined, that
there thould be four general courts held yearly, to be fummoned by the
governor, and not diflolved without the confent of the major part of the
court: as alfo that it thould be lawful for the freemen of each plantation
to chufe two or three before every general court for their reprefentatives,
in all affairs belonging to the commonwealth wherein the freemen had to
act; the matter of cleCtion of magiftrates and other officers only excepted,
wherein every freeman was to give his own voice. In this manner they
fettled the legiflative body, which continued much the fame as long as
the charter exifted, except an alteration in the number of general courts,

‘which were foon reduced to two only in a year.

Mr. Roger Williams, minifter of Salem, was banithed the colony for
malntaining fome fingular opinions and exceptionable tenets; after which
he removed fouthward to look out for a new fettlement among the Indians,

and founded the new colony of Providence, of which he became patron

and governor,

The freemen impofed a fine upon the court of affiftants for adting con=

‘trary to an order of the general court. They alfo called Governor Win-

throp to an account, concerning his receipts and difburfements for the
public during his adminiftration ; but his condu@ had been o irreproach-
ab_le, that unlefs the oftraci{m of the ancient Greeks had been revived in
this new commonwealth, it was reafonable to expe& he fhould be out of
all danger of o much as the leaft thought to his prejudice. He might
have cancelled his book of accounts, and acted like Scipio Africanus, by

siving the ungrateful populace this anfwer: “ Your flourifhing colony
has
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has been fettled under my care; my own fubftance is exhaufted ; {pend
no more time in harangues, but give thanks to God for your happy
eftablithment.” However, he difcharged himfelf with great honour, and
concluded his declaration with this requeft, that ¢ as it {tood upon record,
that upon the difcharge of his office he was called to account, fo this his
declaration might alfo be recorded; left thereafter, when he fhould be
forgotten, fome blemith might lie upon his pofterity, when there fhould
be nothing to clear it.” He was afterward frequently eleted governor,
and was remarkable for his charity to the poor. His {on was very inftru-
mental in procuring the Conne&icut charter, and was annually chofen their
governor during his life, and his grandfon was major-general and alfo
chief-juftice of the colony.

A great addition was made to the number of inhabitants in 1635, when
Sir Henry Vane the younger arrived, attended with a fleet of twenty
thips, well ftored with goods and paflengers. He was a warm noncon-
formift, and intended to begin a fettlement upon the banks of the River
Conne&ticut: but as the planters of the Maflachufets complimented him
with their government, he refolved to continue among them. e proved
not {o orthodox a governor as they expefted, and was pofitive in adhering
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to his own opinions; therefore, at the next eletion, he was rejected, and Rapin, vol. ii.

Mr. Winthrop reftored to the government; after which Sir Henry re-

Ps 377-
Clarendon,

turned to England; and, as a profefled independent, joined with Oliver vol.ii. p. 46;-
Cromwel to undermine the power of the Prefbyterians in 1645. He was Whitock, p-

executed on the reftoration of Charles II.

The proje& for a plantation upon Conneicut River was not dropt,
though Sir Henry Vane did not proceed in it. This fettlement was be-
come the more neceflary, becaufe the Pequot Indians began to grow very
infolent, and the building a fort there would make a good frontier on that
fide. Agents were {ent to view the country, who made fuch an advan-
tageous report of the fertility of the foil and largenefs of the river as in-
duced many of the planters, who began to be ftraitened for room in
the Maffachufet colony, to think of tranfplanting themf{elves to Connedii-
cut. Mr. Hooker, minifter of New-town, put himfelf at the head of
thefe new adventurers, who were about one hundred in number, and tra-
velled there on foot, with their children and baggage. After a tedious
journey of ten days, they pitched on the farther fide of the river, and
built the town of Hartford. They were followed by another draught
from Dorchefter, who built a little town, which they called Windfor.
A third party went from Watertown, and built Weathersfield ; while a
fourth went from Roxbury, and built Springfield. They had a fort of

Vor. I, 0O commiflior
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commiffion from the government of the Maflachufets Bay for the admi-
niftration of juftice, till they could make a more r(_egt_lla'r {ettlement. Some,
of them had fettled within the Maffachufets jurifdiction ; but thofe who
were out of it entered into a voluntary affociation, chofe magiftrates, and
made laws for themfelves, after the example of the colony from whence
they iffued ; in which ftate they continued until the reftoration of King
Charles II. when Mr. John Winthrop the younger obtained a royal charter
incorporating Hartford and New Haven colonies into the united colony of
Conneicut, of which he was governor fourteen years.

While the fouth-weft parts of New England were thus colonized, the
north-eaft parts of the country were alfo improved. There was an exten-
five country beyond the line of the Maflachufets patent, where new fettle-
ments were attempted by fome that were made uneafy under the Maffa-
chufets government, in the time of their antinomian quarrels ; as alfo by
others who had no other view but enriching themfelves by the fithing
trade at fea, and the beaver trade afthore. Thus were the provinces of
Eaft Hampthire and Main peopled, which continued a feparate govern-
ment, until being wearied out with quarrels and divifions among them-
felves, they petitioned the general court of the Maffachufets Bay to be
taken under their protection, and were accordingly received.

Such was the origin of the four principal colonies that were made in
New England within the fpace of feventeen years; but there was, how-
ever, another fmall fettlement made fome time after in Rhode Ifland,
upon the borders of the jurifdiGtion of New Plymouth, by the Antino-
mians banifhed from the Maflachufets Bay, who obtained a charter for
themfelves upon the reftoration of King Charles II. and are ftill a diftiné
government from the Maflachufets ; but as the limits of their country are
{mall, they have no great influence on the grand colony, which was con-
folidated in 1691, out of the old Maffachufets, New Plymouth, Main,

and Acadia or Nova Scotia fettlements, into the prefent colony of the
Maflachufets Bay. ‘

SECTION
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SECTION IL

General flate of the colony in 1637. Suppreffion of the Pequots. Fami=
liffical and Antinomian controverfies. The firft fynod at Cambridge in
New England : the nature and ufe of [ynods according to the principles
of the Independents. The colomies of Rhode Ifland and New Haven
founded and eftablifbed. Commiffion from King Charles 1. to Archbifhop
Laud and others for regulating the plantations in 1638 : The Maffachu-
Jets addrefs to thofe commiffioners concerming the patent of the colony :
Remarks : New fettlements made. ~ State of the country in 1639, The
number of planters and paflengers who arrived i New England before
1640 ; with remarks. Puritan mimflers there: the flourifbing condi-
tion of the Maflachufets i 1641, New [fettlements made: Growth of
the colony at different periods : Refolve of the Houfe of Commons in favour
of the Maffachufets colony in 1642. The divifion of the colony into four
town/bips in 1643: The townf/bips in each county : Remarks on them.
The umon of the four grand colomies of New England; awith remarks.
Order of the general court, in 1644, relative to the civil war in Eng-
land. The town of Eaft Ham built. The Narraganfets fubmit in 1645.
Colony difputes : the Hingham petition: Mr. Winthrop’s fpeech: The
petitioners carry their complaint to England. Proportional aids of the
Jfour colonies in 1647. Remarks on the civil war m England, and its
effect on the Colonies in 1648. Governor Winthrop’s death in 1649.

THE Indians had upon Teveral occafions exprefled a diflatisfaltion
againft the colonifts of Maflachufets and Conneéticut ; and the fettle-
ment at Plymouth had fometimes been difturbed by them after the death
of Maffafoit. The Englifh ftill obferved the defenfive part, more for the
advantage of trade with the Indians, than out of fear of their power;
for by this time there were about three thoufand Englith planters and
heads of families in the four colonies; fo that there muft have been at
leaft twenty thoufand inhabitants ; of which one thoufand, properly armed
and difciplined, were fufficient to fupprefs any Indian enemies. The
Pequots had been at war not only with the Narraganfets, but alfo with
the Dutch, who had poffefled and planted the country now called New
York; and thefe wars prevented them from difturbing the Englith a con-
fiderable time. At laft they turned their force againft the Englifh, upon
whom they committed fome murders and feveral depredations. The go-
vernor and council at Bofton fent Captain Endicor with one hundred men
to demand the murderers: He was followed by one hundred men from
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i Captain Mafon ; and they invaded the Pequot country,
gr%r;?:at:;f:yt, ggfgf;yedpabout five hundred Indians, with inconfiderable
lofs on their own {ide. They alfo took about two hundred women and
children prifoners, who were divided, fome to the Conneflicut colony,
and the others to the Maflachufets : tl'xe boys were fent to Bermudas and
fold for flaves; but the women and girls were difperfed in feve.ral towns,
The name of their fachem was Saffacus, who ﬂed for pr9te€t10n to the
Iroquois, by whom he was put to ‘death, and his People either {ubmitted
to the Englith, or abandoned their country, .Whlch became {o much a
kind of province to the conquerors, that they dlfpofec.l of t_he lands as thf:
thought proper, and the Pequot tribe was wholly extinguifhed : but while
the troops were thus employed abroad, the commonwealth was almoft
torn in pieces by inteftine divifions at home.

Mr. Winthrop was chofen governor and Mr. Dudley deputy-governor
for 16375 but not without a warm contention among the people, who
were unhappily engaged in their Familiftical and Antinomian controver-
fies ; of which thofe who are defirous to have a particular account of fuch
tranfaCtions, may have full fatisfaction in the ecclefiaftical writers of the
New England hiftory. The fa&tions became general ; fome for the cove-
nant of grace, and others for the covenant of works. At laft a {ynod was
held at Cambridge of all the churches in the country, to give their judg-
ments upon the controverted points; and as this was the firft {fynod of

New England, it 1s neceflary here to explain the nature and ufe of {ynods,
according to the principles of the independents.

A fynod, with them, is not neceffary to the exiftence of a church; but
15 only to be called on fpecial occafions, for giving advice and counfel in
cafes of difliculty. It confifts of the minifters and lay meflengers of the
feveral churches, chofen from among themfelves, whofe bufinefs is to
debate and determine the feveral matters brought before them, and then
to prefent them to the refpe@ive churches for their approbation, without
which they are of no force. No fynod is allowed a power to pafs church
cenfures upon perfons, or put forth any a& of authority, jurifdi&ion, or
difcipline ; but only to declare their fentiments, and give their advice. In
fac, an independent fynod is only a council to the feveral churches,
aflembled upon proper occafions, not to make laws and decrees to bind
men upon pain of excommunication or deprivation, but to advife them
how to a&t under their prefent difficulties ; and if
fon refules to hearken to their advice, the ]
will hold no longer communion with them.

to call a fynod ‘when the good of the com

a church or private per-
aft remedy is to declare they

The magiftrates have power
munity requires it; and may

fend
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fend to the churches, to commiffion their elders and meflengers to meet
together, and aflift them with their advice ; but if the magiftrate negle&s,
or is of a different religion, any particular church may fend to the others,,
and defire their advice in the fame way.

The {fynod continued three weeks: the Antinomian tenets, and feveral
other new opinions, were condemned as contrary to the word of God.
Mr. Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinfon were banifhed for maintaining
thofe errors; the former afterward returned and was minifter of Hamp-
ton; but the latter, with fifteen of her family, were maflacred by the
Indians in the Dutch territories, which fhe had chofen for a retreat. A
great number of perfons removed out of the jurifdition, fome being
banifhed and others disfranchifed. 'Thefe purchafed the ifland of Aquet~
net from the Indian fachems in 1638, and called it Rhode Ifland, where
they eftablifhed a flourithing colony in 1644, which they extended upon
the continent, by purchafing a tra& of land near Patuxet River, in Ply-.
mouth colony, where they built the towns of Providence and Warwick ;
for all which they obtained a charter of King Charles II. in 1663 ; and to
this day, Rhode Ifland, with Providence and its appurtenances, remains
a diftin& government, by the title of the ¢ Governor and Company of
the Englith Colony of Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations in New

England, in America.”

This year two large fhips from England arrived at Bofton with many
paffengers, among whom were Mr. Eaton and Mr. Hopkins, two London:
merchants, who could not be perfuaded to fettle in the jurifdi&ion, and
removed to Quinnipiac, where they founded the colony of New Haven.
They agreed among themfelves upon a model of government in church
and flate, very like to that of the Maffachufets, and after the manner of
thofe of Connefticut: they continued a diftinét colony and government
until 1665, when King Charles II. united the two colonies under one
governor, and New Haven became only a county inftead of a colony.

The clamour was revived in England againft the American Colonies,
and the King granted a commiffion for regulating the plantations to Wil-
liam, Archbifhop of Canterbury; Thomas Lord Coventry, Lord Keeper
of the Great Seal of England; Richard, Archbithop of York; Richard
Earl of Portland, High-treafurer of England; Henry Earl of Manchefter,

Keeper of the Privy-feal; Thomas Earl of Arundel and Surry, Earl-:

marthal of England; Edward Earl of Dorfet, Chamberlain to the Queen;
Francis Lord Cottington, Chancellor and TUnder-Treafurer of the

Exchequer ;; Thomas Edmunds, Knight, Treafurer of the Houfeholds,
' | John:
J. 3 A
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John Cook, Knight, and Francis Windebank, Principal Secretaries of
State.

i d kept a jealous eye over New England, and one Bur-
.detAt,rzhfbiD{;}ﬁa}c‘;l;, Wasp hichorrefponc_lent, wl}o informed his Grace, that
« it was not new difcipline that was aimed at in New England, but fove-
reignty ; and that it was accounted perjury and treafon, in their general
court, to fpeak of appeals to the King.” A Ruo warranto had been
brought by the attorney-general, in England, againft the corporation of

" the Maffachufets; but the judgment was not formally entered. There

was, however, an order of the King in_ council, dated the 3d of May,
1637, that the attorney-general be required to call for the patent of the
Maflachufets ; and Mr. Winthrop received a letter in 1638, from Mr,
Meautis, clerk of the council, accompanied with an order from the lords
of the council, of April the 4th, 1638, “ requiring the governor, or any
other perfon who fhould have the letters-patent in t})elr cuftody, to tranf-
mit the fame by the return of the fhip which carnefi the order; and in
cafe of contempt, their lordfhips would move his Majefty to reaflume the
whole plantation into his hands.”” An anfwer was drawn up and tranf-
mitted, as appears by the files of the court. It was an addrefs of the ge-
neral court ¢ to the Lords Commiffioners for Foreign Plantations,” and
intitled, ¢ The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Maflachufets in
New England, at a General Court there affembled, the 6th Day of Sep-
tember, in the 14th year of the Reign of our fovereign Lord King
Charles,” wherein they profefled, ¢ that they were ready to yield all due
obedience to his Majefty, and to their lordfhips under him; in which
mind they left their native country, and according thereto had been their
praftice ever fince; fo as they were much grieved that their lordfhips
fhould call in their patent, there being no caufe known to them, nor any
delinquency or fault of theirs exprefled in the order fent to them for that
purpofe, their government being according to his Majefty’s grant, and
they not anfwerable for any defecs in other plantations. That this was
what his Majefty’s fubjects there believed and profefled, and thereupon
they were all humble fuitors to their lordfhips, that they would be pleafed
to take into further confideration their condition, and to afford them the
liberty of fubjects, that they might know what was laid to their chargg,
and have leave and time to anfwer for themfelves, before they were con-
demned as a people unworthy of his Majefty’s favour or proteion.
That as for the guo warrante mentioned in the order, they aflured their
lordfhips they were never called to anfwer to it; and if they had, they
doubted not but theY.had a fufﬁc_ient plea to put in. That they came into
thele remote parts with his Majefty’s licence and encouragement; andy

n
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in the confidence they had of that affurance, they had tranfported their-

families and eftates, and there had built and planted, to the great enlarge-
ment and fecuring of his Majefty’s dominions in thofe parts; fo if their
patent fhould be taken from them, they fhould be looked on as renega-
does and outlawed, and thould be forced either to remove to fome other
place, or to return into their native country again; either of which would
put them to unfupportable extremities; and thefe evils, among others,
would neceflarily follow: 1. Many thoufand fouls would be expofed to
ruin, being laid open to the injuries of all men. 2. If they were forced
to defert that place, the reft of the plantations being too weak to refift
alone, would, for the moft part, diffolve and go with them; and then
the whole country would fall into the hands of the French or Dutch, who
would fpeedily embrace fuch an opportunity. That if they fhould lofe
all their labour and cofts, and be deprived of thofe liberties which his
Majefty had granted them, and nothing laid to their charge, nor any
failing to be found in them in point of allegiance, it would difcourage
all men from the like undertakings upon confidence of the royal grant.
Laftly, If their patent was taken from them, the common people there
would conceive his Majefty had caft them off, whereby they were freed
from their allegiance and fubje&ion, and thereupon would be ready to.
confederate themfelves under a new government, for their neceflary fafety
and {ubfiftence, which would be of dangerous example to other planta-
tions, and perilous to themfelves, of incurring his Majefty’s difpleafure,
which they would by all means avoid. That upon thefe confiderations
they renewed their {upplications to their lordfhips, that they might be
fuffered to live in that wildernefs, and that this poor plantation, which
had found more favour from God than many others, might not find lefs
favour from their lordthips; that their liberties thould not be reftrained,
when others were enlarged ; that the door fhould not be kept fhut unto:
them, while it ftood open to all other plantations; that men of ability

thould not be debarred from them while they gave encouragement to other

colonies. That they dared not queftion their lordthips proceedings; they
only defired to open their griefs where the remedy was to be expeted :
If in any thing they had offended his Majefty and their lordfhips, they
humbly proftrated themfelves at the footftool of fupreme authority; but

let them be made the object of his Majefty’s clemency, and not cut off’

from all hope of favour, in their firft appeal. 'Thus, with their earneft
prayers to the King of kings for long life and profperity to his facred:
Majefty and his royal family, and for all honour and welfare to their lord=-
thips, they humbly took leave *.”

» This is a true copy compared with the original on file, as attefted By Edward Raw-
fon, fecretary: but the records of the {cflion take no notice of it..
| Te
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Tt ‘was never known how this anfwer was received ; but 1t is certain,

that no further demand was made ; and foon after moft of the lords of

the council loft their authority. Allegianc.e in an Englifh-born fubject i.s
faid to be perpetual, and to accompany hup wherever he goes : but if
their charter had been taken way at this time, the body of the people
would have abandoned the country, and either have inccrporated with
the Dutch, or fought a wvacuum domicilium, a favourite expreﬁion with
them, in fome part of the globe, where they would, according to their
apprehenfions, have been free from the controul of any European

power.

The fettlements were extended this year beyond Merrimack River;

. and many of the inhabitants of Lynn removed to Long Illand, where

they obtained a fettlement from Lord Stirling ; but were foon difturbed
by the Dutch. Some other fettlements were intended to be formed, in-
dependent of the eftablithed colonies. This humour, however, was of
no long continuance; for in a few years all the colonies found an union
or confederacy neceflary for their defence, not only againft the Indians,
but againft the French and Dutch ; fo that there could be no encourage-
ment for {fmall bodies of men to fit down any where, independent or un-
connected. All that had begun any fettlements between the Maffachufets
and the Dutch, joined with Connecicut or New Haven, except the Rhode-
Iflanders, who were covered by the other colonies ; and all to the eaftward
applied to the Maflachufets that they might incorporate with them.

The year 1638 was memorable for a great earthquake throughout
New England ; it happened on the fecond of June, and was a remark-
able zra ; for, {o long after the earthquake, was an expreflion common
with the people of New England many years. In 1639, the former
governor, deputy and afliftants, were continued. The primary views,
in their removal from England, were certainly the enjoyment of civil
and religious liberty. 'What the planters brought with them, confifted
principally of materials for their buildings, neceflary tools for hufbandry,
ftock for their farms, and clothing for their families. Little is faid of
trade for the firft feven years, except an inconfiderable traffic with
the natives by parter of toys and cloth, in exchange for furs and fkins:
but thq people in general were {oon difpofed to agriculture, and to bring
under improvement fuch quantities of land as would afford them necel
fary fupport. In a few years, the land produced more than was confumed
by the colonifts, who fent the overplus to the Weft Indies, and the Wine
Iflands, from whence returns were made in the produce of thofe coun-
trics, or 1n bullion ; the moft of which, together with the furs procured

from
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from the natives, went to England, to pay for the manufaCtures con-
tinually neceflary from thence. As hands could be fpared from hul-
bandry, and labour in providing their houfes, they were taken off ; fome
employed in fawing boards, {plitting {taves, fhingles and hoops; others
in the fithery ; and thofe who were capable, in building fmall veflels
for the fithery, coafting, and foreign trade. Thus gradually and infenfi-
bly they feem to have fallen into that traffic moft natural to the country,
and adapted to their peculiar circumitances, without any premeditated
fcheme or proje&tion for fo falutary a purpofe or conflitutional view.
Laws were enacted to encourage the fithery; as alfo fumptuary laws for
the reftrition of excefs in apparel and other inadequate expences: a
{pirit of induftry and frugality became prevalent; and this has been
called among them the golden age, in which religion and virtue were
-eminently difplayed.

* In 1640, Mr. Dudley was governor, and Mr. Bellingham deputy-go-
vernor : Mr. Winthrop, the former governor, was one of the affiftants;
and the others the fame as the laft year. The civil war which broke
out in England between the king and parliament, put a ftop to the fur-
ther increafe of the colonies of New England ; for the ftar-chamber and
the ecclefiaftical commiffion court being put down, and the epifcopal
power eclipfed, the Puritans were made eafy at home, and thought no
more of tranfporting themfelves to foreign parts, -

The number of planters that arrived in New England before the year
1640, are computed at about four thoufand, who difperfed themfelves in
different parts of the country, and laid the foundations of the feveral
towns and villages in it. The whole number of paffengers that arrived
are computed at twenty-one thoufand two hundred, men, women, and
children ; of whom about {even thoufand were now able to bear arms.
This fudden check upon colonization had a furprizing effet on the price
of cattle ; for as the inhabitants multiplied, the price of cattle was ad-
vanced, but fell at once this year from 25/ to 5/ It was computed
they had twelve thoufand neat cattle, and not above three thoufand theep

in the colony.

New England was in a flourithing condition at the beginning of the
civil war in Old England, and continued fo during thofe internal com-
motions. The colonifts had fettled and planted about fifty towns and
villages, ereCed forty churches, more than that number of minifters
houfes, a caftle, forts, prifons, a college, public roads, and all at their

own charge, without any publicaffiftance. The planters had erected com-
Vor. L P modious
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modious houfes, with oardens, orchardt, and inclofed grounds, for agri-
culture. The merchants had convenient warehoufes, ports, wharfs, thips,
boats, and mariners ; the tradefmen, fhops and work-houfes ; and there

was a face of bufinefs in every part of the colony.

Some of the gentlemen returned to England, and ferved the parlia-
ment in the time of the civil war; particularly Edward Winflow, Efg.
who was one of the commiflioners of the navy; Edward Hopkins; Efg.
who was one of the commiffioners of the admiralty 5 George Downing,
afterwards Sir George Downing ; and fome others of confequence. S'omc
of the minifters alfo returned, among whom was Mr. Hugh Peters of
Salem, who was chaplain to Oliver Cromwell, and’ tas exccuted as' @
regicide in 1660, So that the New England colenies, inftead’ of having'
any acceflion from the mother-country, evidently decreafed for the next
twenty years, until the perfecution of the Diflenters, in the reign of
King Charles the Second, turned the tide again. '

The difficulties particular perfons were under, and the différence of
fentiment upon private affairs, had an influence upon the public tranfac-
tions, which was remarkable even in the ele@tion of magiftrates. Mr.
Bellingham was chofen governor, in oppofition to Mr. Winthrop, and
Mr. Endicot deputy-governor : but it was difputed whether they hadl
the majority, and it was fome time before either of them were admitted
to their places. -The choice appears to have been difagrecable to the ge-
neral court; and the firft order they made, was to repeal a'ftanding
law for allowing one hundred pounds annually to the governor.

The plantation at Springfield, upon Conne&icut River, returned to
the jurifdiction of the Maflachufets ; and the fettlers at Pifcataqua alfo fub-
mitted to the fame government. The Maflachufets, by thus extending
its wing over the inhabitants of New Hamptfhire, nourithed and cherifhed

I - . .
fﬂf?e;’_ 2. them fOl‘_al-mOﬁ forty years; to which muft be attributed the growth
and flourithing ftate of that colony.
£ - :
1042. Mr. Winthrop was eleCted governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-gover=

nor, in 1642 ;. about which time Mr. Thomas Mayhew obtained a grant
of Capewock, or Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket, and Elizabeth’s Hles,
where he formed fettlements, and made no lefs than three thoufand
Chriftian converts of adult Indians, Thefe Iflands were for fome time
after annexed to the government of New York, by the name of Duke’s-
county ; but by the charter granted to the colony of the Maffachufets Bay,
i 1691, they are exprefsly annexed to that colony.

2 There
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T here vias a general defign this year, among the Indians, againft the
Englith ; of which Miantinomo, the Sachem of the Narflganfetc;, was
fuppofed to be the principal promoter, and to have drawn fome other
Sachems to join with him : but proper precautions were taken, and the
infurreGion immediately fupprefled.

The growth of the feveral parts of the colony, at different periods,
are worth obfervation, from the tax apportioned this year as following :
Hingham 20/. Weymouth 14/ Braintree 14 /. Dorchefter §87 10y,
Ro'&:bury 50/l Bofton 120/ Dedham and Concord 25 /. Water Town

55 1. Cambridge 67/ 10+s. Charles Town 60/ Salem 757 Lynn 45/.
,I {wich 82 /. Newbury 30/ Salifbury 12/, 10s. Hampton 5/ Rowley
151 Sudbury 15 /. Medford 10/ and Gloucefter 6 /. 10y,

The houfe of commons in England this year paffed a memorable re-
folve in favour of the Maffachufets colony, exonerating them from all
cuftoms or duties on goods exported to, or imported from England ;
which was tran{mitted to the governor by the clerk of the houfe, and
ordered by the court to be entered upon the public records, that it might
_remain to pofterity : this refolve alfo contained an acknowledgment that
the New England fettlements had been made without any public expence
to the ftate.

. About this time, letters came to Mr. Cotton of Bofton, Mr, Hooker
of Hertford, and Mr. Davenport of New Haven, {igned by the Earl of
Warwick and {everal other of the nobility, by Oliver Cromwell and many
other members of the houfe of commons, and fome church minifters,
to come over and affift them 1n the affembly of divines at Weftminfter :
but other letters were foon after received, which prevented them from
any thoughts of proceeding therein.

The governor and deputy-governor for the laft year were re-eleted
in 1643, when the colony was fo increafed, that it was divided into the
four counties or fhires of Effex, Middlefex, Suffolk, and Norfolk. The
county of Effex contained the towns of Salem, Lynn, Wenham, Ipi-
wich, Rowley, Newbury, Gloucefter, and Chochichawick : In the county
of - Middlefex . were. the towns of. Charles Town, Cambridge, Water
Town, Sudbur}, Concord, Wooburn, Medford, and Lynn village: the
county of Suffolk had the towns of Bofton, Roxbury, Dorchefter, Ded-
ham, Braintree, Weymouth, Hingham, and Hull: and in the county of
Norfolk were the towns of Sahﬂ)my, Hanpton, Haveril, Exeter,

" Dover, and Portfmouth.
A Thele
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' ips, or diftri@&s of lands, may be diftinguithed into four
forz}:ef?.t?rﬁrctg)c?r;ted townfhips, which are ferved with precepts; and
generally fend reprefentatives. 2. Inco'rpora}ted townthips, alfo fer\red
with precepts, but {end no reprefentatives in general. 3. Townfhips
incorporated, but in exprefs words debarred from fending reprefentatives.
4. Townfhips or diftricts granted to a nurnber_ of PIOPrictors : but as.
the conditions of the grant, particularly the fettling of a certain number
of families in a limited fpace of time, were not fully performed? they
were not then qualified to be conftituted, by act of affembly, with all

town privileges.

The townfhips were generally granted in value of fix miles fquare2 to-
be divided into fixty-three equal lots ; one lot for the firft fettled mini-
fler, as inheritance; one lot for the miniftry, as glebejlands; one lot
for the benefit of a fchool ; and the other fixty lots, to fixty perfons or
families, who fhould, within five years from the grant, erect a dwelling--
houfe of feven feet ftud, and eighteen feet {quare, with feven acres
cleared and improved, fit for mowing or ploughing; to ere& a_houfe
for public worfhip in five years, and maintain an orthodox minifter..
Every townthip of fifty houfeholders or upwards to be conftantly pro-
vided with a {chool-matfter, to teach children and youth to read and write,.
under penalty of twenty pounds a year for neglett: as alfo, if confiff--
ing of one hundred houfeholders or upwards, they were to maintain a:
grammar-fchool ; the penalty was one hundred pounds a year, if con-

. fifting of one hundred and fifty families ; forty pounds, if of two hum-

dred families ; and higher penalties according to that rate.

In each townfhip were conflituted certain town-officers, to be eléceéd’
at a town-meeting: annually in March; fuch as, a town-clerk; feven
felet-men ; a town-treafurer ; twelve overfeers of the poor; feven affef-
fors; ten firewards; five fealers of leather; fix fence-viewers; a {urveyor
of hemp; informers of déer; hay-ward ; ten cullers of ftaves; ten
viewers of boards and fhingles; four hog-reeves; twelve clerks of thie

market ; two aflay-mafters; fix colleCtors of taxes; and twelve con-
ftables.

Sometimes portions of adjoining townfhips were incorporated into a
parith or precin&®, by a&s of affembly, for the better conveniency of at-
tending divine fervice : but in all other refpecs, except in minifterial
Tates, they belonged to their original townthips. Any man rateable for
twenty pounds principal eftate to the province-tax, poll not included,
Was qualified to vote in town-mectings, except in the choice of repre-

fentatives,




MASSACHUSETS BAY.

fentatives, which required a qualification of forty fhillings a year free-
hold, .or forty pounds fterling perfonal eftate.

The dangers to which the colonies in New England were expofed,
from domeftic and foreign enemies, firft induced them to think of an
alliance and confederacy, for their mutual fafety and defence. Thofe of
Aquidnick,. or Rhode lfland, were defirous to join with the others; but
the Maflachufets refufed to admit commiflioners from that colony, to
treat upon the terms of agreement with the other commiffioners, The
other four colonies entered into a confederate union, after the manner
of the Seven United Provinces of the Dutch Republic in Europe; and
an inftrument was drawn up for that purpofe, intitled, * Articles of con-
federation betwixt the plantations under the government of the Maffa-
chufets, the plantations under the government of ‘Plymouth, the planta-
tions under the government of Conneticut, and the government of New
Haven, with the plantations in combination therewith.”” This inftru-
ment confifted of twelve articles, whereby it was agreed, I. That the
four jurifditions fhould thenceforth be called by the name of the United
Colonies-of New England. II.-That the faid United Colonies, for them-
felves and their pofterity, entered into a firm and perpetual league-of
friendfhip and amity for offence and defence, mutual advice and {uccour.
II1. That the plantations which were or fhould be fettled, fhould have
peculiar jurifdiGtion among themfelves as entire bodies ; provided that no
other jurifdition fhould be taken in as a diftinét head or member ; nor
fhould any other -plantation. or jurifdition be received, nor any-two of
their confederates join in one jurifdi¢tion, without the confent of the
reft. IV. That the charge-of all wars, offenfive or defenfive, thould be
borne in proportion to-the number of male inhabitants between fixteen
and fixty years of age in each colony; and according to the- different
charge of each jurifdi¢ion, the whele advantage fhould -be proportion-
ably divided among the confederates. - V. That upon notice from three
magiftrates of any colony, of an invafion, the reft thould immediately
fend - affiftance. VI. That two commifhioners thould be chofen out of
each of the four jurifdi&ions, to examine and determine upon all affairs
of war or peace, not intermeddling with the government of any of the
jurifdi¢tions ; but if thefe eight commiflioners fhould not agree; any fix
thould have power to fettle and determine the bufinefsin queftion ; and if
fix could not agree, then their bufinefs was to be referred to the four general
courts of the refpective provinces : that thefe eight commiffioners “fhould
meet once every year to treat of all affairs ; the meetings to be held in
rotation, at Bofton; -Hartford, New Haven, and Plymouth. That all
matters wherein fix agreed. fhould be Lmdmw upon the whole ; and upon

a majority. -
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a majority under fix, the matter to be referred to the general court . of
each colony, and not to be obligatory unlefs the whole agreed foit. ?,V:I[,
That for preferving order, a prefident thould be chofen by the commif-
{ioners out of their numbér every year. VIII Tha_t the commiflioners
thould endeavour to eftablifh agreements and orders, in general ca‘ﬁ;s of 2
civil nature, for preferving peace among themfelves, and preventing al|
ooccafions of war or differences with others. IX. That no colony fheuld
engage in war but upon a fudden exigency ; in which cafe, ‘it was to be
avoided as much as poflible, without confent of the whole. X, That,.on
extraordinary occafions, four of the commiflioners fhould have power to
dire& war, which could not be delayed, and to fend for due proportions
of men out of each jurifdition, as well as {ix might do, _1f all met. _XI.
That if any of the cenfederates fhould break thefe articles, the injury
fhould be confidered and ordered by the commiflioners for the other jurif-
di&ions, that both peace and this confederation might be inviolably pre-
ferved. Xil. That this perpetual confederation being confidered both
by the general court of the Maflachufets, and the commiffioners for the
three other colonies, was confirmed by the Maflachufets, Conne&icut,
1643. and New Haven on the 19th of May, 1643, and alfo by Plymouth on

the 7th of September following.

LITO

This confederacy was acknowledged and countenanced by the autho-
rity in England from its inftitution until the reftoration ; and this union
fubfifted, with fome alterations, until the year 1686, when all the charters
were in effect vacated by a commiflion from King James IL

From the time of this confederacy, the four refpeftive colonies of New
England are to be looked upon as one general body, relative to all the
public tranfacions with their neighbours ; though the private affairs of
cach province were managed by magifirates and courts of their own. Kot
nany years, commiilioners met annually in September, and’ occafionally
at other times; but in the latter part of the upioen, the meetings were tri-
ennial. A fpecial and principal part of their bufinefs, after the fitk
years, was the gofpelizing the Indians; and the fociety eftablifhed by the
parliament for propagating the gofpel in New England among the In- |
dians, made the commiflioners their correfpondents and agents ; which
powers and truft were continued after the grant of a new charter by

King Charles 1. and a particular account of all stheir proceedings in this
~capacity are preferved in their records. |

1044, Mr. Endicot was this year chofen governor, and Mr. Winthrop de’pﬁt}l‘
governor. ‘The gencral court fhewed a prudent compliance with the
- powers
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powers prevailing in. England, -and paffed an order for maintaining peace
inithe colony: and when the dependance of a colony is truly confidered,
nothing lefs is ordinarily to be expected, than an acquiefcence under
every altmatmn of govevnment in the mOther—country

VRN .

As:the Indians were daily acqulrmg the ufe of fre-armq, the commif=
{fioners:pdfied an a&, that no perfon within any of the United Colonies
{fhould {ell any kind of arms or ammunition to an Indian, under penalty
of twenty for one; nor any fmith, or other perfon, mend any gun or other
weapon for an Indian, under the like penalty.,

Some of the inhabitants of the town of Plymouth removed to a traét

of land near the promontory of Cape Cod, and built the town of Eaft.

Ham.

Mr. Dudley was chofen governor, and Mr. Winthrop deputy-governor
for 1645. ~ The commiffioners aflfembled at Bofton, to terminate the dif-
ferences between the Sathems of Narraganfet and Mohegin; which was
enforced by ordering three hundred men to be raifed and march againit
the Narraganfets, who intended {uddenly to break out againft the Englifh,
but were now intimidated, and {fubmitted to pacific terms.

- 'Though the pubhc peace of the Indlans was preferved, the common-
wealth was in diforder from inteftine commotions. Lhe inhabitants of
Hingham, in the county of Suffolk, quarrelled about the eleCtion of their

chief military ofﬁcer, and Mr. Deputy Winthrop would: have compelled -

the rioters to give bond to appear at the quarter-court, which they refufed,
and he committed them to prifon for contempt of government. The ma-
jority of the town were inflamed  at.the imprifonment of their friends,

and figned a petition to the general court for a free hearing, and freedom -

of fpeech to plead their common libertics.

The court and great part of the country were much offended at this
petition ; and a declaration was publifhed by order of court, in anfwer to
the ‘petition, and in vindication of the government; which- was a pro-

ceedmg derogatory to the honour of the fupreme authority.  The peti- -
tioners were fummoned before the court, 1mpr1{'onr:d, and fined for fedi- -

tious and contemptuous expreflions. Mr. Winthrop was obliged by the

party to an{fwer in public to the complaints af*amﬁ him, to which he con- -

11X

1645,

fented although he fhewed them how unreafonable it was to call a go-C. Natqer, :
vernor to account during the time of his adminifiration. e came down ® i p- 13

from the bench, pleaded hisicaufe at the bar, was honourably acquitted,
and
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and refumed his feat on the bench, where he addrefled the aflembly on
the impropriety of licentioufly obftru&@ing the regular courfe of govern-

ment.

The court and people were fo entirely {atisfied with this condu& gf Mr.
Winthrop, and overcome with his condefcenfion, that th'e-y chofe him go-
vernor of the province every year after, as long as he l_1ved. The peti-
tioners carried their complaint to England, with a petition to the parlia-
ment, that they might enjoy the liberties of Englithmen; and added to
their prayer, that the petition they had prefented to the court at Bofton
might be confidered ; as alfo that certain conflitutional queries might be

refolved.

Mr. Peters and Mr. Weld were difmiffed from the agency in England,

~to which Mr. Winflow was appointed ; who, by his prudent management,
prevented any prejudice to the colony from fuch applications.

As Mr. Winthrop was governor in 1646, Mt Dudley was deputy-
governor ; and they were both continued as fuch to the two following

years.

The number of males in each of the four colonies was carried in to the
commiflioners, to proportion the fum of 1043/ 105 14d. expended for
the general fervice; when it appeared, that the Maflachufets proportion
of the fum was 670/ 3s. 4d. Plymouth’s 128/ 13s. 4d. Conne&icut’s
140/. 25. 5d. and New Haven’s 104/ 1134, '

The civil war had continued fome years in England ; nor was it ter-
minated until epifcopacy was abolifhed and monarchy deftroyed. All the
American plantations, except Virginia, inclined to the parliament, and
particularly the colonies of New England, becaufe the bithops had been
their implacable enemies, and driven them out of the kingdom. One
part of the quarrel between the king and parliament was the fame for
which the colonifts abandoned England; therefore the people of New
England were attached to the parliamentary intereft, which was their
own: But although the New England colonies were on the fide of the
parliament, they were incapable of giving them affiftance; and, as fpec-
tators at a diftance, enjoying all the bleflings of peace and plenty, they
only heard of the calamities in which their native country was involved.

.Mr.‘Winthro.p, the father of the country, died this year, in the fixty-
third year of his age, and his death caufed a general grief through the
colony.
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colony. Mr. Endicot fucceeded him in the place of governor, and Mr.
Dudley took the place of deputy-governor. They joined with the other
affiftants in an aflociation againft wearing long hair; for the rule in New
England was, that none fhould wear their hair below their ears; and it
was deemed a greater offence in the clergy, who were efpecially required
to go patentibus gquribus. Thus, in every age, indifferent things have
been condemned as finful, and placed among the greateft immoralities.

Vor. L Q SECTION
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Affairs with the Dutch and French in 16 50. Harvard College incor-
porated.  The firff proceedings for propagating the Gojpel among the
Indians : The Society incorporated for that purpofe in England. Petition
from the general court of the Maffachufets Bay to the parliament of Eng-
land agamft a new patent : and their letter to the Lord-general Cromuwell
againft inviting the Colonifts to remove to Ireland in 1651. The pro-
vince of Main united to the Maffachufets in 1652 : A mint erecled at
Bofton for coinage of money. Mr. Dudley dies in 1653. Mr. Bellingham
chofen governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-governor, in 1654 : Addrefs of
the general court to Oliver Cromwell. Mr. Winflow dies in 1655:
Cromwell’s views in America: Separation of the Anabaptifts. The per-
JSecution of the Quakers in 1656 its prevention by King Charles 11, in
1061. Remarks thereon.

2650. A Controverfy which had long fubfifted between the colony of New

Haven and the Dutch at the Manhados, was fettled by the commif-
fioners of the United Colonies in 1650, when Mr. Endicot was again
chofen governor of the Maflachufets.

Propofals were made in 1648 to Monfieur D’Aillebout, the governor
of Canada, for a free commerce between the Maflachufets and that colony.
The French profefled to be greatly pleafed, and maintained a correfpond-
ence upon the fubject until 1650, when their governor fent an agent to
Bofton to {ettle a trade, and conclude an alliance between the government
of Canada and the colonies of Maflachufets and Plymouth; but being
informed that all fuch matters were left to the commiflioners of the United
Colonies, he returned to Canada, and the next year two gentlemen were
{ent with letters to the commiffioners, intreating affiftance from the Englifh
againft the Mohawks, whom they reprefented as difturbers of the trade,
both of Englith and French, with other Indians. They promifed a due
conﬁderathn_an_d allowance for the expence of the war, and if the Enghih
would not join in it, the French defired they might be permitted to inlift
volunteers, and be viGualled for the fervice ; but if that could not be ob-
tained, they requefted liberty to pafs through the Englifh Colonies, by
water and land, as occafion required. The French declared, that until
thefe points were fettled, they could not proceed upon the treaty of com-
merce.  The commiflioners anfwered, ¢ That the Englifh engaged in no
war. before they had full and. fatisfatory evidence that it was juft; nor

before
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before peace upon juft terms had been offered and refufed : That the Mo-
hawks not being {ubje& to them nor in league with them, they could not
require an account of their proceedings, and had no means of information
what they had to fay for themfelves: That to make war with the Mo-
hawks, would expofe the Indians, who were neighbours to the Englith,
and profefled Chriftianity : That although they were ready to perform all
neighbourly offices to the French colony, yet they could neither permit
volunteers to be taken up, nor the French and eaftern Indians to pafs
through the Englith juri{di&ion to invade the Mohawks, left they fhould
expole, not the Indians only, but the fmaller Englith plantations to danger :
That the Englith were much diflatisfied with that mifchievous trade the
French and Dutch had begun, and continued, by felling guns, powder, and
thot to all the Indians, which rendered them infolent: Thatif all other diffi-
culties were removed, yet they had no fuch thort and convenient paflage,
either by land or water, as might be had by Hudfon’s River, to and beyond
Aurania* Fort poflefled by the Dutch: That the commifiioners conceived
the French deputies might proceed to fettle a trade; but if they thought
proper to limit it under fuch reftritions, a fitter feafon for thefe treaties
muft be attended, which the commiffioners would readily improve when=
foever it prefented.”

- The college at Cambridge became fuch an objeét of attention, that this
year it was made a body corporate, by a& of the general court, and re-
ccived a charter under {eal of the colony, dated the 31t of May, 1650.
The corporation was to confift of a prefident, five fellows, and a treafurer
or burfer; who were declared a body politic and corporate in law, to all
intents and purpofes, by the name of “ the Prefident and Fellows of
Harvard College.” An explanatory a& pafled in 1657, and another in
1672, to perpetuate and confirm the privileges of Harvard College, which
continued to be governed under this charter until 1685, when the colony
charter was vacated.

A corporation in England, conflituted for propagating the Gofpel
among the Indians, began their correfpondence this year with the com-
miflioners of the United Colonies, who were employed as agents for
the corporation, while the union of the colonies continued. One pro=-
fefled defign of the colony charter was gofpelizing the natives, which
had been too much negleted. It was in 1646, that the general court of
the Maflachufets pafled the firft a&t or order to encourage the gofpel

* Albany,
Q 2 among
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1 - 1ns. and it was then recommended to the elders to con-
?'11:11:1:1 %ot\l:reith:li;;rlllt’be moft properly fione. Mr. I:_“'.lliot ﬁgna}ized himfelf
in this attempt, and was remarkably inftrumental in converting many .In-» ‘
dians, whofe underftandings he endeavom:ed to enhg}mten, b}r .Qrawmg
them from their rude, favage, and wandering way of hfe,.. to-cwﬂny, co-
habitation, and government. Collections were made in England to
promote this falutary work, for the advar}cement of_ which the parlia-
ment pafled an ac or ordinance incorporating the Society.

Letters were alfo publifhed from ‘the two univerfities of Oxford and
Cambridge, calling upon the minifters of England and Wales, to ftir
up their congregations to a liberal contribution for the promotion of fo
glorious an undertaking. This colletion enabled the Society to purchafe-
an eftate in land of about 6oo /. a year: but, upon the reftoration of

King Charles II. the charter became void, and was foon after renewed by
the intereft of Lord Chancellor- Hyde.

‘Mr. Endicot was chofen governor in 1651, 1652,and 1653 ; Mr. Dudley |
deputy-governor.. The committee for the ftate in England imparted their
mind to Mr. Winflow, agent for the colony, refpetting the government
of the feveral jurifditions in New England; he acquainted Mr. Dud-
ley therewith, and that an anfwer was expe&ed; in confequence of
which, the court agreed upon a petition to the parliament, and a letter
to Oliver Cromwell, then general for the parliament.

It was expeed that all procefles m the colony fhould be in the name
of the keepers of the liberties of England ; or that there fhould be an
acknowledgment of the powers then in being, by a renewal of the pa-
tent; but 1t 1s certain, that neither propofal was adoptcd or eftablifhed.

In O&cber 1657, hoflilities began between the Englith and Dutch in
Europe ; but the Dutch colony at Manhados was in too feeble a ftate
openly to annoy the Englifh. colonies, and, therefore defired to preferve

peace in America, which gave the Englifh an opportunity to carry on an
advantageous treaty with the Dutch.

The province of Main was claimed by the Maffachufets as within the
bounds'of their charter, and commiflioners were fent to treat with the
principal inhabitants about the furrender of their lands.

Sir
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Sir Ferdinando Gorge and Captain Mafon, fo early as 1620, obtained
from the council of Plymouth a grant of all that tra& of land from the
heads of Merrimack River and Sagadahock to Lake Ontario; but as they
never occupied it, this grant became obfolete, and may be fnd to have
reverted to the crown. By Ferdinando Gorge alfo obtained a grant from
the council of Plymouth, in 1635, of a tra@& of land called the Pro-
vince of Main, extending from Pifcataqua River to Sagadahock and

uenebec River ; which grant was confirmed by the crown in 1639,
and afterward purchafed by the agents of Maflachufets Bay of the re=
prefentatives of Gorge.

The north and fouth lines running inland were a hundred and twenty-

miles : the front or fea line, and the rear line, might be about eighty

miles; that is, the contents of the province of Main might be about.

nine thoufand fix hundred {quare miles ; in which fea line were the town-
thips or diftri&s of Kittery, York, Wells, Arundel, Biddeford, Scar-
borough, Falmouth, and others, Whofe principal mhabltants now fub-

mitted to the Maflachufets, and the province was made a county by the:
name of Yorkfhire, from which time the towns fent their deputies to the

gencral court at Bofton ; and to this county was annexed the territory of
Sagadahack.

As the trade of the province increafed with the Weft Indies, where

the buccaneers or pirates were numerous at this time; and as part of the-

wealth which they procured from the Spaniards was brought to New

England in bullion, it was thought neceflary to ere@ a mint for coiniﬁg.

thillings, fix-pences, and three-pences, with no other impreflion at firft

than N E on the one fide, and XII. VI. or IIl. on the other : b11t 1t was-

now ordered, that all pieces of money fhould have a double ring with
this infcription, MASSACHUSETS, and a tree in the center on one fide,
with NEw ENGLAND and the year of our Lord on the other fide. No

other colony ever prefumed to coin any metal into money, and no notice:

was taken of it by the parliament or protector : it was even indulged by
Charles II. for more than twenty years ; and although it was made one

of the charges againft the colony, when the charter was called in quef-

tion, yet no great firefs was laid upon it.

117

At the fame feﬂion, a committee or council of trade was appointed, Mizichufers

after the example as exprefled in the order of the parliament : they were Recordsy

to meet at Bofton or Charles Town to receive propofals for promoting
trade ; but nothing came from this attempt.

o Mr..
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Mr. Dudley died the 31t of _]:uly 1653, in the 77th year of his age,
greatly lamented, as he was a principal founder of the colony, and had
recommended himfelf by great firmnefs and fidelity in difcharge of his
truft. He had never been out of the magiftracy, and generally either
governor or deputy-governor. Mr. Cotton, one of the minifters at
Bofton, died a fhort time before, and was efteemed the oracle of the co-
lony : he was in the 63th year of his age, and was interred with great

folemnity.

Mr. Bellingham was chofen governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-go-
vernor, at a time when the peace with the Dutch, together with  the
hopeful eftablithment of government in England,” occafioned a public
thankfgiving in the Maffachufets, whofe general court, on the 24th of
Auguft 1654, tran{mitted an addrefs to Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Pro-
tector.

Mr. Winflow, who had been governor of Plymouth colony, and agent
to the Maffachufets in Englarid, died this year, at the head of an expe-
dition to Hifpaniola, and his body was honourably committed to the fea
between Domingo and Jamaica, on the 8th of May.

Cromwell appears to have been the firft who had a true fenfe of the
importance of the colonies to their mother-country. The expedition to
Hifpaniola was by him well intended, though badly executed, and his
plan for enlarging the national intereft in America no doubt extended
further than the conqueft of that ifland.

~ The feparation of the Anabaptifts from the eftablithed churches of
the colony began at Rehoboth, in Plymouth patent, in 1650 ; but was
foon fupprefled : after which began what has been generally called the

perfecution of the Quakers, whofe fec firft appeared in England in 1644,
and {oon fpread into America. |

No perfon appeared in New England who profeffed the opinion of the
Quakers until 1656, when Mary Fither and Ann Auftin came from Bar-
badoes ; and foon after, nine others arrived in the fhip Speedwell of Lon-
don.  Their head-quarters were at Salem, where they made feveral con-
verts, and feemed to join with the Antinomians and Anabaptifts. They
were unhappily fuccefsful in feducing the people, not only to attend t0
the myflical difpenfation of the light within, as having the whole of
religion contained in it; but alfo to oppofe the good order, both civi;

an



MASSACHUSETS BAY.
and facred, ere@ed in the colony. They impioufly declared, that they

were immediately fent from God; and blafphemoully aflerted, they were

infallibly aflifted by the Holy Spirit : they allo pretended to defpife the

power of the civil magiftrates, and gave great difturbance to the govern-

ment ; diffuading the people from bearing arms, and declaring all mili-
tary defence unlawful to Chriftians. This do&trine was deemed particu=-
larly dangerous to an infant ftate furrounded by Indian enemies: on
which account they were imprifoned, and their books ordered to be pub-
lickly burnt. The court pafled {fentence of banifhment againft them all ;
though at this time there was no {pecial provifion by law for the punifth-
ment of Quakers, who came within a colony law againft heretics in
general. At the next {eflions an act was pafled, laying a penalty of one
hundred pounds upon the mafter of any veflel who fhould bring a known
Quaker into the colony, and requiring the mafter to give fecurity to
carry the Quaker back again ; as alfo that the Quaker thould be feverely
whipped, and kept to hard labour until tranfportation. A further pe-
nalty of five pounds was laid for importing, and the like for difperfing

Quakers books, with fevere penaltics for defending their heretical opi--

nions.

Three perfons were punithed under this a&, which was not fufficient
to deter other Quakers from coming into the country ; and the general
court made the following more fanguinary laws : ¢ That whoever brought
any Quaker there thould forfeit 100/ That thofe who concealed a
Quaker, knowing him to be fuch, fhould pay forty thillings an hour for
{uch concealment: and any Quaker, after the firft conviction, if a.man,
was to lofe one ear, and a fecond time the other; a woman, each time to
be feverely whipped, and the third time, man or woman, to have their
tongues bored through with a red hot iron ; belide every Quaker, who

thould become fuch in the colony, was fubjected to the like punith--

ments.””  Three Quakers had- their ears cut off accordingly, yet others
arrived; and a farther law was made for punithing with death all
Quakers who fhould return into the jurifdi¢tion after banifhment. Some
were imprifoned, others whipped ; feveral banifhed, and. a few hanged;
which proceedings were very unjuftifiable:.

Such a degree of perfecution raifed a great clamour againft the govern--

ment, and {ullied the glory of their former {ufferings, from the epifcopal
power, ¢ for. now it appeared, that the New: England Puritans were no
better friends to:liberty of conicience than- their adverfaries; and that

the queftion between them was not, whether. one party of Chriftians.
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fhould have power to opprefs another, but who fhould have that
Great numbers of the common people were offended at thefe
proceedings, as well as the generality of fober perfons in the feveral na-
tions of Europe, which obliged the magiftrates to publith a declaration
in vindication of themfelves, as agreeable to the example of England in

their provifion againft Jefuits.

power.”

It has been obferved, upon this declaration, that the law of putting
Quakers to death was contrary to the laws of England, and confequently
a forfeiture of the colony charter; the court began to be fenfible that
the putting men to death for their religious proceedings was odious in
the eye of the world ; that in the cafe of the Quakers it could not an-
{fwer their ends, for the more they perfecuted, the more bloody work
they had upon their hands; therefore it was refolved to whip them as
vagabonds. The Reftoration of King Charles II. was alfo favourable
to the Quakers, who had intereft to prevail upon that Monarch to put
a ftop to the fufferings of their friendsin New England, and to obtainan
order to the following effe : ‘¢ That his Majefty having been informed
that {everal of his fubjes in New England had been and were impri-
{foned there, whereof fome had been executed, and others were in dan-
ger to undergo the like ; his Majefty thought fit to fignify his pleafure
in that behalf for the future, and required, that if any of thofe people
called Quakers were there then condemned to fuffer death, or other corpo-
ral punithment, or that were imprifoned, and obnoxious to the like con-
demnation, the magiftrates were to forbear to proceed any further there-
in, but fhould forthwith {end the faid perfons over to England, toge-
ther with their refpetive crimes, or offences laid to their charge; to the
end fuch courfe might be taken with them there, as thould be agreeable
to his laws and their demerits.”

This put an effe@tual ftop to the {ufferings of the Quakers on account
of their principles ; but fome of them were afterward punifhed as vage
bonds, and criminals againft the ftate. It would have been more rationd!
if the magifiracy of the Maflachufets had direted their moft eminent
Minifter to anfwer Mr. Barclay’s Latin Treatife for Quakerifm in the fame
language, on account of its univerfality. The people called by the ludi
crous name of Quakers were afterward remarkable for a laudable fru-
pality, reciprocal friendthip, and moral honefty. They attained a con*
fiderable intereft in the Commonwealth; peerage-like, they were in-
dulged with affirmation, inftead of a judicial oath; and in New England
they were exempted by laws from paying rates to the townfhip minifter

From
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From 16356 to 1660, there are few other fals relative to the public
affairs of the colony that are worth tranfmitting to pofterity. The rapid
increafe of the Maffachufets Colony, tO"’Cth"‘l with the figure which
many of the firft {ettlers made in Eugland before thetr rmnoval, and
the correpondence which they maintained with their fiiends of great
diftin&ion there many years after, eclipfed the colony of New Ply-
mouth, whofe growth and progrefs would otherwife have been thought

confiderable
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Mr. Endicot chofen governor, and Mr. Bellingham deputy-govertor, i
1660. The Maflachufets corporation congratulates King Charles 11, g
his reforation. His Majefty’s letter an anfwer. The King proclaimed
in New England, in 1661. -Declaration of the general court of th
Maffachufets of their rights by charter.  Synod beld at Bofton, in 166,
concerning baptifm of infants. Hampfhire county eﬂablg/beaf. M-
niffers arrive in New England, in 1663, after the alt of uniformiy,
The colonies of Connecticut and New Haven united by charters in 166y,
New York conquered from the Dutch. Commiffioners appointed by the
King to fuperintend the government of the colonies in New England
Addrefs of the general court of the Maflachufets colony to his Majefy
thereon.  Letter from Lord Chancellor Clarendon to the Mafjachufets
corporation againft their addrefs. The propofitions of the commffumers
to Plymouth juri/diltion. Mr. Endicot dies in 16065, and is fucceeded
as governor of the Maflachufets by Mr. Bellingham. Form of the oalh
of allegiance taken there. State of the colony. Difputes between the
commiffioners and the general court in 1666. L

HE government of New England fubmitted to all the changes in

Old England for the laft twenty years : they owned the parliamen,
acquiefced in the Commonwealth, fubmitted to the Proteor, and at laf
addrefled the King.

Mr. Endicot was chofen governor, and Mr. Bellingham deputy-gr
vernor in 1660, when Simon Bradftreet, Efq. fecretary of the Maffacht-
{ets colony, and the reverend Mr. John Norton, were fent with an addreb
of congratulation to his Majefty, upon his acceflion to the throne of hi
anceftors, 1in which the colonifts made fignal expreflions of their loyalth
and endeavoured to juftify their condu& toward the Quakers. They
told the King, that the Quakers were open capital blafphemers; op
feducers from the glorious Trinity, the Lord Chrift, the blefled Golp!
and from the Holy Scriptures, as the rule of life; open enemies 10 g
vernment .itfelf, as eftablithed in the hands of any but men of their
own principle; malignant promoters of do&rines directly tending to fub-
vert both chu.rch and flate. After which, the Colonifts fupplicatcd hi
Majefty for his gracious prote@ion of them in the continuance both @
their civil and religious liberties, according to the grantees known enl

of fuing for the patent conferred upon the plantation by his royal father
The
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The King received their addrefs in a gracious manner, and fent back
letters to the colony, {ignifying, that the expreflions of their loyalty and
affection to him were very acceptable; that he would confirm their pri-
vileges, and give them all kind of prote@ion and encouragement. The
colonifts, however, were not fatisfied with the condu& of their agents,
who might have flattered the court too much, or promifed more for their
country than they ought.

His Majelty’s gracious pardon to all his fubje@s was likewife declared,
for all treafons during the late troubles, except to fuch as ftood attainted
by a& of parliament, if any fuch fhould have tranfported themfelves
thither : but then it was required, ¢ That all their laws fhould be re-
viewed, and fuch as were contrary or derogatory to the royal authority
and government fhould be annulled and repealed ; that the oath of alle-
giance fhould be duly adminiftered ; that the adminiftration of juftice
thould be in the name of his Majefty ; that freedom fhould be given to
all fuch as defired to ufe the Book of Common Prayer, and perform their
devotions in the manner eftablifhed in England ; and that they might
not undergo any prejudice thereby, all perfons of good and honeft lives
and converfations fhould be admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, according to the Book of Common Prayer, and their children
to Baptifm : that in the choice of governor and afliftants, the only con-
fideration to be had fhould be of the wifdom, virtue, and integrity of
the perfons to be chofen, and not of any faction with reference to opi-
nions and outward profeffion: that all freeholders of competent eftates,
though of different perfuafions concerning church government, thould
have their votes in ‘the eletion of all officers, civil and military ; and

finally, that this letter thould be publifhed.”

Whaley and Goffe, who had been two of the profcribed regicides,
arrived at Bofton; and the governor received a royal mandate to fecure
them : but they were fecreted in feveral parts of New England for many
years.

The King was not proclaimed in the colony until the 7th of Auguft
1661, when it was done in the following form : ¢ Forafmuch as Charles
IL. is undoubted King of Great Britain and all other his Majefty’s terri-
tories and dominions therggnto belonging, and hath been fome time
fince lawfully proclaimed and crowned accordingly ; We therefore do,
as in duty bound, own and acknowledge him to be our Sovereign Lord
and King, and do therefore hereby proclaim and declare his facred Ma=-
jeﬁy Charles II. to be lawful King of Great Britain, France, and Ire-

R 2 land,
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land, and all other the territories thereunto belonging : God Save the
King.” ' '

All procefles were ordered to be iffued in his Majefty’s name; a com-
mittee was appointed to confider  of other matters; 1n confequence of
whofe report, at the feffions of the general court, held at Bofton the fame
year, a formal declaration was made of their charter rights.

Great debates arofe among the minifters of New England concerning
the right of the grandchildren of church members to the Sacrament of
Baptifm, whofe immediate parents had not entered into the .cc:mmunion, -
The importance of this matter {prung from hence: the minifters bap-
tized none but the children of thofe of their communion ; fo thatif
either through fear, or any other motive, they did not become aGul
church members when they were of age, none of their pofterity could
be admitted to Baptifm ; and'this was become a very common cafe, fince
the grandchildren of the firft planters began’to rife up in the world
The difpute began in Conne&icut, but foon bezame general, and a
fynod of the elders and meflengers of all the churches in the Maffachu-
{et colony was convened at Bofton, in the month of September, by
order of the genecral court.

The refult of this fynod was printed by order of the general court, and
is particularly mentioned by their ecclefiaftical writers, who obferve, that
almoft all the churches of New England were divided upon this occafion.

The inhabitants upon Conne&icut River being increafed to the thre
townfhips of Springfiecld, Northampton, and Hadley, were made
county, by the name of Hampfhire, at the {feffions of the general court

The {pirit of the church ran very high in England againft the Prefby-
terians and Independents, with whom the bithops would come to M
terms, but by an a& of uniformity, which took place on St. Bartholo-
mew’s day. About two thoufand minifters were turned out of their bene:
fices, and fome of them followed the example of their predeceflors, the |
Puritans, by removing to New England, where they {pent the remaind
of their lives,

Some violent fhocks of an earthquake were felt in New England, whid
{pread an univerfal confternation among the people, but no confiderabl
damage enfued.

The
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The colonies of Conne&icut and New Haven were united by the royal
charter, which was obtained by John Winthrop, Efq; fon of the late
governor of the Maflachufets ; and the United Colonies elected him annu-
ally their governor as long as he lived.

The war between the Englith and Dutch breke out about this time,
and King Charles II. was refolved to difpoflefs the Dutch of their fettle-
ments upon Hudfon’s River, which was firft difcovered by Captain Hud-
fon, an Englifhman, who {old it to the Dutch in 1608, without confent
of the crown: the King therefore looked upon the Dutch as intruders,
and made a grant of the whole country called Nova Belgia to his brother,
the Duke of York, who gave it the name of New York. A {quadron of
‘men of war, with fome land forces, under the command of Sir Robert
Carre were fent to expel the Dutch, who were eafily reduced, and fub-
mitted to the Englith government.

Sir Robert Carre, Colonel Richard Nichols, George Cartwright, and
Samuel Maverick, Efgrs. were alfo commiffioned to call at New England,
to hear and determine fuch differences as {ubfifted among the Colonies.

The commiflioners alfo brought with them letters from his Majefty to
the feveral colonies, and particularly one to the governor and council of
New Plymouth, wherein his Majefty declared, that “ he took them into
his immediate prote&ion, and had ordered the commiflioners to fettle the
bounds and jurifdi&ions of the feveral colonies.”

The line between the Maflachufets and Plymouth was fully and ami-
cably fettled and {utveyed, by a committee from each colony, whofe return
was accepted by the general courts, and ordered to be recorded.

From the reftoration until the charter was vacated, the colony never
ftood well in England; fo that the principal perfons, both in church and
ftate, were always apprehenfive they fhould be deprived of their privileges.
‘The commiffioners arrived at Bofton in July, and opened their commif-
fion; in confequence of which, the general court of the Maflachufets co-
lony drew up a long addrefs to'the King, concludmg thus: ¢ Royal Sir,
it is in your power to fay of your poor people in New England, they
fhall not die. If we have found favour in the fight of our King, let our
life be given us at our petition (or rather that which is dearer than life,
which we have ventured our lives and willingly paffed through many deaths
toobta'n) and our all at our requeft: Let our govemment hvc, our patent

live, our magiftrates live, our laws and liberties live, our rcligious enjoy-
ments

|
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ments live; fo fhall we all yet have farther caufe to fay from our hearts,
Let the King live for ever.”

The Colonifts alfo fent fupplicatory letters to feveral of the nobility,
and particularly to the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, who fent a letter to
the MafTachufets colony, dire&ed to * the Governor and Gentlemen,”
wherein his lordthip informed them,  That he had perufed the;r peti-
tion to his Majefty, and confefled to them, he was fo much a frmn@ to
their colony, that if the fame had been communicated to nobody but him-
felf, he fhould have diffuaded the prefenting the fame to his Majefty,
who, he doubted, would not think himfelf well treated by it, or the fin-
gular care he had exprefled of his fubjects in thofe parts fufficiently ac-
knowledged : but fince he found, by their letter to the Lord Chamberlain
and Mr. Boyle, that they expected fome effect from their petition, upon
conference with them, they had all agreed not to hinder the delivery of
it, though he had read to them the inftru&ions the commiflioners had;
and they confeffed that his Majefty could not exprefs more grace and
goodnefs for that his plantation, nor put it more out of their power, in
any degree, to invade the liberties and privileges granted to them by his
charter : That he knew not what they meant by faying, the commiffioners
had power to exercife government there altogether inconfiftent with their
charter and privileges ; fince he was {ure their commiffion was to fee and
provide for the due and full obfervation of the charter, and that all the

‘privileges granted by that charter might be equally enjoyed by all his Ma-

jefty’s fubje&s there: He knew they were exprefsly inhibited from inter-
meddling with, or infiru&ing the adminiftration of juftice, according to
the forms obferved there ; but if, in any extraordinary cafe, the proceed-
ings there had been irregular, and againft the rules of juftice, as fome
particular cafes, particularly recommended to them by his Majefty, feemed
to be, it could not be prefumed that his Majefty would leave his {ubjeéts
of New England without hope of redrefs by an appeal to him, which his
fubjecs of all his other kingdoms had free liberty to make.”

_The propofitions of his Majefty’s commiflioners to Plymouth’s jurif=
dition were as follow:

1. That all houfeholders, inhabiting in their colony, take the oath
of allegiance; and that their adminiftration of juftice be in his Majefty’s
name. 2. That all men of competent eftates and civil converfation,
though of different judgment, might be admitted to be freemen, and have
liberty to choofc and be chofen officers, both civil and military. 3. That
all men and women of orthodox opinions, competent e&ates,‘knowledge,

civil
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civil lives and not {candalous, might be admitted to the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper, and their children to Baptifm, if they defired it; either by
admitting them into the congregation already gathered, or permitting them
to gather themfelves into fuch congregations where they might enjoy the
benefit of the Sacrament, and that difference in opinion might not break
the bonds of peace and charity. 4. That all laws and expreflions in laws
derogatory to his Majefty, if any fuch had been made in the late trouble-
fome times, might be repealed, altered, and taken off from the file.”

The court confented to the firft, fecond, and fourth of thefe propofi-
tions; but they made fome exceptions to the third; and declared, ¢ that
the league between the four colonies was not with any intent to caft off
their dependance upon England ; a thing which they utterly abhorred.”

Mr. Endicot, the governor of the Maffachufets, died the 1 5th of March,
1665, and was interred at Bofton with great honour and folemnity. He
was fucceeded by Mr. Bellingham ; after which many altercations paffed
between the Kings commiflioners and the general court, the latter of
whom prelcribed the oath of allegiance in the following form:

¢ Whereas I, A. B. am an inhabitant within this juri{di&ion, confider-
¢ ing how I ftand obliged to the King’s Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors,
“ by our charter and the government eftablithed thereby, do fwear accord-
“ ingly, by the great and dreadful name of the ever-living God, that I
¢“ will bear faith and true allegiance to our fovereign Lord the Kmo- his

¢ heirs and fucceflors :
“ So help me God.”

For the form of their Conftitution, they referred to their patent; and
alleged, ¢ That the annual charges of government were about 1200/. for
their ecclefiaftical conftitution ; but they had none impofed by civil autho-
rity ; all that was enjoined by that, was attendance on public worfhip on
Lord’s days and other occafional days. That the people who maintained,
alfo chofe, their minifters, whofe adminiftrations were known, and they
hoped confonant to the word of God; or if any deviated, in fuch cafe
they made ufe of a fynod and the civil authority. That the militia con-
fifted of about four thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe: that they had
a fort at the entrance of Bofton harbour, with fix guns; two batteries in
the harbour, and one at Charles Town. That the number of their fhips
and veliels were, about eighty from twenty to forty tons; about fmty
from fortv to one hundred tons; and about a dozen (hips above one hun-
dred tons.’ =

T he
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"The commiflioners in their reply faid, ¢ They fuppofed the King and
his council, and the Church of England, underftood the word of God as
well as the Maflachufets corporation: they feared {uch anfwers would
highly offend the King; and advifed to an ingenuous and free cqnfent to
what he defired.”” The court then fent a meflage to the commlﬂion.ers,
whereby they defired to be excufed from a dire&t anfvs’r,er to the queftion,
« Whether they acknowledged his Majefty'scommiffion ?” They chole rather
«to plead his Majefty’s charter, and his fpecial charge to the commlfﬁonfars
not to difturb them in the enjoyment of it; but they were ready to give
fuch an account of their proceedings, as that the commiflioners might be
able to reprefent their perfons and actions to his Majefty.” The commif-
fioners infifted on a dire& anfwer to their queftion; to which the court
declared, ¢ It was enough for them to give their fenfe of the powers
granted to them by charter; and that it was beyond thelf line to deter-
mine the power, intent, or purpofe of his Majefty’s commiffion.”

The commiflioners then fummoned the governor and company of the
colony to appear before them, to anfwer the complaint of Thomas Dean
and others, for injuftice done unto them; but the court drew up a decla-
ration againft fuch proceedings, and ordered the fame to be publifhed by
found of trumpet. The commiflioners referred the whole to his Majefly,
and broke off from any further conference; after which, they went to
New Hampihire and the province of Main, where they appointed juftices
of the peace, and exercifed divers acts of government. They had no bet-
ter {uccefs at Connecticut than in the Maflachufets colony; but they met
with lefs oppofition at Plymouth and Rhode Ifland.

The government of the colony apprehended they fhould not be thought
culpable for refufing an entire fubmiffion to the abfolute authority of the
commiflioners, which muft have fuperfeded their charter; and if this au-
thority had been once admitted, they would have found it very difficult
ever after to have ejeted it. Some part of their conduét may appear
extraordinary ; particularly their refufing to make the oath of allegiance
neceflary, unlefs with reftriGtions and limitations; and to caufe all pro-
ceedings at law to be more exprefsly in his Majefty’s name and by his
authority : But it fhould be obferved, that thofe perfons who had the
greateft influence among them, had fome fingular fentiments upon the
nature of civil fubjection, which they diflinguifhed into neceflary and
voluntary. That from actual refidence within any government neceflarily
arofe {ubjection, or an obligation to fubmit to the laws and authority
thereof; but birth was no neceffary caufe of fubjetion. That the {ubjels

of
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of any prince or ftate had a natural right to remove to any other ftate, or
to another quarter of the world, unlefs the ftate was debilitated and en-
dangered by fuch an emigration; and even in that cafe, if they were de=
prived of the right of all mankind, liberty of confcience, it would juftify
a {eparation; and, upon their removal, their fubjeGion determined and
ceafed. That the country to which they themfelves had removed was
claimed and poflefled by independent princes, whofe right to the fove-
reignty thereof had been acknowledged by the Kings of England. They
therefore looked upon themfelves obliged, and accordingly, as appeared
by their records, actually had purchafed, for valuable confiderations, not
only the foil, but the dominicn, lordfhip, and fovereignty of thofe princes;
and without fuch purchafe, in the fight of God and men, they had no right
or title to what they poflefled. That the King, indeed, in imitation of
other princes of Europe, who laid claim to countries merely from the dif-
covery of them, had granted this country to certain of his fubjets; and
the firft planters thought it proper to purchafe the title of fuch grantees,
to prevent moleftation from them or from other ftates; and they had alfo
received a charter of incorporation from the King, containing a mutual
compact, from whence arofe a new kind of fubje@ion, to which they
were held, and from which they never would depart.

This was what they called voluntary civil fubjeQion, arifing from com-
pac; from whence it followed, that Whatfoever could be brought into
queflion relative to their {ubjeCtion, muft be determined by their charter.
In a fhort time, however, they were contented fully to comply with the
oath of allegiance without qualifying it, and to give up other points which
they had before infifted upon: And their pofterity, who claim by birth-
right as well as charter the peculiar privileges of Englithmen, and who
enjoy the protetion, are very fenfible that they likewife owe the alle-
giance of Englifh fubjects, which, by a general rule of law, is not confi-
dered as local, but perpetual and unalienable,

The King recommended, by a letter dated the 22d of February, 16635,
to the governor and council of the Maflachufets, an expedition againft
Canada ; to which the court, in their an{wer to Lord Arlington, July 17,
1666, faid, that “ having confulted with Sir Thomas Temple, governor
of Nova Scotia; and with the governor of Conne&icut, they concluded it
was not feazable at prefent, as well in refpe of the difficulty, if not im~
poflibility of a land march over the rocky mountains and howling deferts,
about four hundred miles, as the ftrength of the French there, according
to reports.”’ -
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His Majefty fent a letter, dated the 1oth of April, 1666, to the colony

" of New Plymouth, acknowledging his having received a fatisfaltory ac-

count from his commiflioners, both of the good reception they had given
them, and alfo of their dutifulnefs and obedience to him.

" Another letter of the fame date was alfo fent by the King to the Maffa-
chufets colony, requiring deputies to be fent to England to anfwer to the
complaints of his commiflioners of oppofition to _the1r.auth.or1ty; and
commanding the colonifts to annul their proceedings relative to that

affair.

This letter was delivered by Mr. Maverick to the governor, when he
was aflifting in a court of affiftants for the trial of caufes; affirming it
eame under cover with a letter from the King to Sir Robert Carr and the
other commiflioners. The governor affembled a {pecial court on the 11th
of September, to confider of the letter ; and the elders were defired to give
their advice. Several perfons petitioned the general court to comply with
the royal order ; but they were cenfured for intermeddling : Some of the
elders, however, inclined that the two magiftrates fthould be fent, and
thought they ought to obey for confcience fake; but this was oppofed by
others, who urged, ¢ that if two might be fent for, fo might ten; that
the civil magiftrate was the minifter of God for the good of the people,’
and {o far as his commands tended to their good, they ought to obey; but
none would fay it was for the good of the colony to fend away their rulers.”
At laft it was agreed to fend Mr. Secretary Morrice a letter, wherein the
eourt feemed willing to doubt the genuinenefs of his Majefty’s letter ; and
excufed themfelves from fending any perfons over; fuppofing the ablelt

among them could not declare their caufe more fully than it had been
already done. - :

‘The commiffioners influenced fome of the inhabitants of the towns i
New Hampthire to fign a petition and complaint to his Majefty of the
wrongs they had fuftained from the Maflachufets, ¢ who had ufurped the
government over them:” but this was oppofed by the majority, who
declared their diffent; and all the towns defired to be confidered-as part
of the Maflachufets colony, as they had been for many years before.

Mr. Danforth, Mr. Lufher, and Mr. Leveret were alfo appointed to

fettle the peace in the province of Main, by bringing the people to an
orderly {fubmiflion ;. which was attended with fome difliculty. |

As



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

As to the proceedings between the commiflioners and the colony, it
appears, on the one hand, that the government had not fufficient excufe
for non-compliance with what the King required ; which might have pre-
vented {fuch a commiffion from iffuing. But, on the other hand, that
commiffion feems a ftretch of power, which might fuperfede the charter
in many refpects; and in the conduct of the general court, upon this occa-
fion, there is no appearance of an obftinate perverfe {pirit, but a modeft
fteady adherence to what they imagined-their juft rights and privileges.
At the {fame time they endeavoured, not only by repeated addrefles and
profeflions of loyalty to appeafe his Majefty, but they purchafed a thip-
load of mafts, the freight whereof coft them {ixteen hundred pounds fter-
ling, and prefented the fame to the King, who gracioully accepted that
teftimony of their affeGtion. Befide, as the fleet in the Weft Indies was
in want of provifions, a fubfcription and contribution were recommended
through the colony, for bringing in provifions to be fent to the fleet for
- the fervice of his Majefty ; and it appears by the record that feveral towns
liberally fubfcribed.

About two hundred and fifty of the inhabitants of St. Chriftopher’s had
been taken by the French, and were brought to Bofton, where others were
expeted, and provifion was made by the court for the relief and fupport
of fuch as were in neceflity. And upon the news of the great fire in
London, a large colle&tion was made through the colony for the relief of
the fufferers.

From 1666 to 1670, Mr. Bellingham was annually chofen governor,
and Mr. Willoughby deputy-governor. Mr. John Wilfon, the firft mi-
nifter of Bofton church, died on the 7th of Auguft, 1667, in the feventy-
ninth year of his age: he had been their paftor thirty-feven years, and
left a moft amiable charaer.

Some extraordinary incidents occafioned the magiftrates to promote a
¢ reformation of manners:” a letter was therefore printed, and addrefled,
from the governor and council, * To the Elders and Minifters of every
town within the jurifdi@ion of the Maflachufets in New England;”
wherein they exhorted them to follow the examples of Holy Scripture,
.and required them to be very diligent and careful to catechife and inftruct
all people under their charge in the found principles of the Chriftian Reli-
gion: “ The effetual and conftant profecution thercof, they hoped,
would have a tendency to promote the falvation of fouls, to fupprefs the
growth of {in and profanenefs, to beget more love and unity among the

people, and more reverence and efteem of the miniftry.”
S 2 About
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About this time, the difpleafure of the government ran very high
againft the Anabaptifts and Quakers, who were feverely treated by ﬁqes,
imprifonment, and banifhment; which occafioned a letter from the prin-
cipal diffenting minifters in London to the governor of the Maffachufets,
“ befeeching him to make ufe of hls_ authomty and intereft, fo.r ‘the
refloring fuch to their liberty as were in prifon on account of religion,
and that their fanguinary laws might not be put in exccution for the

future.”

The Anabaptifts in both Englands were certainly in fuch very low
repute at this time, that their enemies thought it not worth their while
to confute them with arguments, but took a fhorter way to ruin them, by
{lander and villany. The Quakers alfo r.enewe.d their corpplamts in
London concerning the fufferings of their frlepds in New England, where
none of the penal laws had been put in execution againit them fince 1661,

except what related to vagabonds.

The inhabitants of Bofton were now grown fo numerous, that the two
meeting-houfes would not hold them; therefore a third church was
gathered out of the firft, and Mr. Thacher was appointed minifter. Mr.
Richard Mather, minifter of Dorchefter, died the 22d of April, 1669, in.
the 73d year of his age; he left behind him four {fons, all educated for
the miniftry; 1. Mr. Samuel Mather, firlt fellow of Harvard College;
2. Nathaniel; 3. Eleazer; and 4. Do&or Increafe Mather, father of
Do&or Cotton Mather, who wrote the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of New Eng-
land.

The colony began to make a greater figure than ever; for the report
made by the commiffioners to the King had produced no further treubles.
from England, where the plague, the fire of the metropolis, and. the dif-
contents among the people, operated in favour of the Colonies. The
Maflachufets governed New Hampthire and Main without oppofition;
and were beginning fettlements even further eaftward. The French were:
removed from their neighbourhood on the one fide, as.alfo were the Dutch:
and Swedes on the other. The trade of the colonifts was extenfive ; and.
no cuftom-houfe was eftablithed. It is true, the a&ts of parliament.of the
12th and 15th of King Charles II. for regulating the Plantation-trade,.
were in force, but the governor, whofe bufinefs it was to carry them into.
execution, was annually to be elected by the people, whofe intereft it was
3hat they fhould not be ebferved. Some of the merchants and principal
inhabitants became very wealthy, while a {pirit of induftry and frugality
i};eyaﬂcd through' the colony i but foon afterward happened a change of
affaus,

‘The
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"The number of ftudents in Harvard College was fo much increafed,
that a contribution of 1895 /. of which 8oco/. was colle€ted in Bofton, was
raifed to enlarge the bmldmg With this money, and fome other affift-
ance, a new college was ere¢ted, which retained the original name: and,
on this occafion, the general court pafled a new a& for confirming the
college-charter, granted in 1652, and for encouraging donations to it.
Governor Bellingham died on the 7th of December, 1672, in the eightieth

ear of his age: He was bred a lawyer, and was fevere in his principles
againft the Anabaptifts and Quakers, but of incorrupted integrity. John
Leveret, Efq. fucceeded Mr. Bellingham in the government of the Mafla-

chufets colony, and {oon after died Mr. Thomas Prince, governor of Ply--
mouth colony, in the 73d year of his age, greatly beloved and univerfally
lamented, as a gentleman of amiable manners and uncorrupted integrity..

The ftri& union which had {ubfifted between the civil and ecclefiaftical:

parts of the conftitution, became much weakened and in danger of being
broke ;. but neither the church:of New Haven, nor the elders of the church
of Bofton could be wholly juftified in this. difpute.

The houfe of deputies appointed a committee to enquire into the pre=-
vailing evils of the land; and they reported, among other caufess the-

declenfion from. the primitive foundation work ; innovation in worthip,
opinion, and praétice ;. and invafions of the rights, liberties, and privi-
leges of churches..

Several of the mimfters prefented an addrefs to the general court,

wherein they folemnly profefled that ¢ they ftill adhered to the fafe and.
{ober principles. of the congregational way, in oppoﬁtion.to {eparation,.
morellian, or anarchical confufion and licentious toleration.” They made:
this profeflion to vindicate their integrity and innocency from the charge.

of innovation and apoftacy..

The whole colony were evidently engaged in this difpute;- for out of

fifty members, the number of the houfe this year, there were only twenty

of the former members ; which produced a profeflion,- ¢ That. the court.

would adhere to the primitive ends of their. coming over.;. and retain the

fober pr1nc1pleb of the congregational way, and the praé’clce of . their.

_churches, in their pureft and moft athletic conflitution.”

It is thus apparent, that the civil had a great attachment to the eccle=-
fiaftical power ; and as long as the charter continued, the.clerical influence.

prevailed..

SECTION:
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SECTTON'Y,;

M. Leveret chofen governor of the Maffachufets in 167 3.—~The war with
the Indians, called Philip’s war, in 1675 its origin, progrefs, and con-
clufion. The Englifb troops enter the country of the Narraganfets, and
compel them to fubmit to terms of peace and amity.  Philip and bis allies
defeated in feveral engagements.  Mr. Winflow appointed general of the
united forces of the refpective “colonies. The grand attack upon five
thoufand Indians in their fortified [wamp. Rawvages committed by the
Indians in 1676. The death of Philip, and end of the war. Remarks,
— Infurrection of the Indians in the eaflern parts of New England fup-
prefled. General remarks. :

1673. MR. Leveret was governor of the Maffachufets colony in 1673, and
was annually continued till his death in 1676. His father, Mr:

Thomas Leveret, removed with his family from Bofton in Lincolnfhire,
in 1633.

‘The war with the Indians, commonly called Philip’s war, broke out
about this time, and endangered the very being of the colony. The
Englith, on their arrival, had fuch ideas of the Sachems, that refpe was
thewn them at the firft meetings, in fome proportion to what would have
been required by the prince of a petty flate in Europe: but the fordid
minds of the beft of them, and the little authority they had over their own
{ubjeéts, foon rendered them contemptible. At New Plymouth, the go-
vernor, in the firft treaty with Maflafoiet in 1620, acquainted him that
King James confidered him as his good friend and ally ; which was too
great an honour for Maflafoiet, who was content to acknowledge the king
to be his fovereign; and the next year the governor caufed the petty
Sachems to fign an inftrument, in which they owned themfelves to be
fubje& to King James. The domeftic quarrels of the Indians were a fur-
ther fecurity to the Englith, who endeavoured to reftrain them from an
open war with each other; yet kept up fo much contention as to prevent
a combination, and to make an appeal to the Englith, as umpires, necel-
fary from time to time.

Old Maffafoiet died in 1662, after which his two fons Wamfutta and
Metacomet came to the.court of Plymouth, and requefted to have Englith
names given them ; whereupon the court named the elder brother Alex-
ander, and the younger Philip: but notwithftanding their high p'retenﬁon;

0
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of friendfhip to the Englifh, the court had foon after information that
Alexander was foliciting the Narragan{ets to make war upon them. He
was prevented in this defign by Mr. Winflow, who brought him prifoner
to Plymouth, where he was treated with great humanity and refpet ; but
his great {pirit {welling with revenge for the difgrace he was under, threw
him into a fever, which occafioned his death. He was fucceeded by his:
brother Philip, a bold and daring young man, who thought it his tempo-
rary intereft to defire the continuance of that amity which had fubfifted
between the government of Plymouth and his late father and brother. At
the fame time he promifed, ¢ for himfelf and his {ucceflors, to remain
fubje&s to the King of England, his heirs and {ucceflors; to obferve {fuch
conditions as had been formerly made, and particularly that he would not
unjuftly raife war with any of the natives, or difpofe of any lands without
the privity and appointment of the Englith governor;” who, in return,
promifed “ to continue with him in friendthip, and to afford him fuch-
" affiftance and advice as they juftly might.””

The Indians within the Maflachufets bounds were not under one gene-
ral Sachem, but divided into fmaller governments, which were brought to:
acknowledge the fubje¢tion of the Maflachufets: but the laws could not
reftrain all perfons from felling mufkets or ammunition to the Indians,
who were generally furnifhed with both, and were become expert mark{-
men in 1670, when the Pocanokets, or Wampanoags, under Philip, were
fufpected of hoftile intentions, and he was charged by the Englifh with.
being haughty, perfidious, and impious. In faé, they charged him ¢ with
pride and ambition, in afpiring to the {overeignty of a country, which he
would have enjoyed as his inheritance if they had not prevented; with.
perfidy, in breaking promifes made while under reftraint, and in the
power of thofe to whom they were made; and with impiety, in refufing to.
receive his religion from his enemies.”

Philip was induced to meet the Englith commiffioners at Taunton,
where a writing was drawn up, which he confented to fign, acknowledg-
ing his paft breach of faith, and promifing future fidelity. He thereby
alfo engaged, * to refign up to the government of New Plymouth all his
Englith arms, to be kept by them for their {ecurity, {o long as they thould
fee reafon.” His {ubmitting to the acknewledgment in writing was of
little confequence ; becaufe the Indians in general will promife any thing
required of them to remove an impending danger, or to procure an imme-~
diate benefit. Accordingly, when Philip was at liberty, he thought no
more of his engagements; and many ftrange Indians reforted to him.

At
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At this time there was a breach in the union between the colonies

from fome mifunderftandings, which were foon reftified, and fome al-

terations made in the articles. The court of Plymouth wrote to the Maf=
fachufets, that they were preparing to makf: war a_ga.in{’c Phili.p, who
¢ame to Bofton, and agreed ¢ for himfelf, his council, and fubje@s, to
acknowledge themfelves fubje& to the King of England, and the govern-
ment of New Plymouth, and to their laws. To pay unto the govern-
ment of Plymouth one hundred pounds in fuch things as he had, in the
term of three years. To fend unto the governor five wolves heads
yearly. To fettle any difference between his people and the Englifh,
To make no war without the governor’s approbation; and not to dif-
pofe of any lands without his confent.”

The Englith were too much inclined to confider the Indians as a race
of ‘beings by nature inferior to them, and born to fervitude. Philip was
a man of high {pirit, who could not bear to fee the Englith extending
their fettlements over the dominions of his anceftors, and he could never
reft until he brought on the war which ended in his deftrution.

War was proclaimed in Bofton againft the Dutch, on the 28th of May,
1672, in confequence of the King’s declaration of war publifhed in
England; and this was the firft inftance of any public declaration of
‘war in the colony. About the fame time, the union between the three
colonies was renewed by commiffioners, and ratified by the general court
at Bofton. 'The commiflioners were now to meet but once in three years,
unlefs upon extraordinary occafions; and the proportion of men, for
any general fervice, was fettled for fifteen years to come as follows ; Maf-
fachufets 100, Plymouth 30, and Conne&icut 6o.

The timber caftle at the entrance of Bofton harbour was accidentally
deftroyed by fire, on the 21t of March 1673 ; after which, a new for-
trefs of ftone was ere@ed, faid then to be a firong work.

From 1671 to 1674 there appears no material tranfaion relative to
the Indians; but it 1s affirmed, that Philip was all that time engaging
them to unite againft the Englifh in all parts of the colony. His prin-
cipal feat of refidence was at Mount Hope, from whence he removed to
other places for hunting and fithing, particularly to Namafket or Middle-
borough ; and he had a hunting-houfe in Taunton, near a {fwamp called
the Fowling-pond, which was afterward fet off from Taunton, and
with other lands made a town by the name of Raynham. The Indians
about Hadley intimated the defigns of Philip, whom the Narraganfets

; were
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were to furnith with four thoufand men. The war was hurried on by
a piece of revenge which Philip caufed to be taken upon John Saufaman,
a praying Indian, who had been brought up in the profeflion of the
Chriftian religion, and difcovered to the governor of Plymouth the hof-
tile meafures that were taking by Philip; on which account the latter
got Saufaman aflaflinated as he was travelling the country alone. The
murder was foon difcovered, and the two murderers apprehended by
the governor of Plymouth, who had them tried by a jury, half of whom
were Indians, upon whofe verdi&t they were convitted, and executed,-ac~
cording to the Englifh laws.

Mr. Winflow was then governor of Plymouth, and wrote to Mr.
Leveret, the Maflachufets governor, as following : “ I do folemnly pro-
fefs we know not any thing, from us, that might put Philip upon thefe
motions ; nor have heard that he pretends to have fuffered any wrong
from us, fave only that we had killed fome Indians; and intended to
fend for himfelf for the murder of Saufaman*.” This a&ion of Philip,
in procuring the death of that Indian, who had been his principal coun-
fellor and fecretary, was confidered as a horrid crime ; but Philip looked
on Saufaman as a traitor and renegade, who had juftly forfeited his life.
The Indians left murderers to the revenge of relations and friends; but
punifhed traitors by public execution.

The Indians at this time were not the fame kind of men as when Mr.
Winflow the father firft went againft them. The Englifh had been al-
moft fixty years among them, and had taught them, among other cuf-
toms, one very dangerous, the ufe and practice of arms.

Philip was enraged at the punifhment of his fubje&ts by the Englith
laws ; he aflembled a numerous body of men, and plundered fome part
of the colony in the neighborhood of Swanzey, where an Englithman
was {o provoked, that he fired upon an Indian, and wounded him. The
Indians killed and wounded feveral Englithmen ; upon which the Maf-
fachufets and Plymouth troops aflembled, and marched to Swanzey,
where they eftablifhed their head-quarters, being in all about three hun-
dred men, under the command of Major Savage and Captain Cudworth,
who purfued the Indians into a {fwamp, and then ravaged their towns.

The Maflachufets government fent Captain Hutchinfon as their com-
miffioner to treat with the Naraganfets, who favoured Philip in their hearts,

* Dated July 4th, 1675,
Vou. L, iy and
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and waited only a convenient opportunity to declare openly for him:
but the Englifh army marched into the Naraganfet country, and obliged
thofe Indians to {fubmit to the following terms: ¢ 1. That the Sachems
thould feize and deliver up to the Englith governments all fuch of Phi-
lip’s fubje@s as thould come within their territories. 2. That they thould
ufe all a@s of hoftility againft Philip and his {ubjects until a ceflation of
arms. 3. That they fhould make fatisfaction to the Englith _for all in~
juries, or deliver the offenders. 4. That all hoftile preparations fhould
ceafe. 5. That the Sachems thould deliver up four of their principal
men as hoftages for the performance of this agreement. 6. The com-
miflioners engaged to the Sachems, that if they fhould {eizeand deliver up
Philip alive, they fhould receive forty trucking cloth coats ; or twenty, if
they brought in his head ; for each of his fubjeéts, the deliverer thould re-
ceive two coats, and one coat for every head. 7. The Sachems renewed
and confirmed to the Englifh all former grants. 8. And folemnly agreed
to remain true friends to the Englith governments.”

When the treaty was concluded, the Englith forces returned to Taun-
ton, and purfued Philip into a {wamp, where they loft fifteen men, and
killed feveral of the enemy, but were obliged to abandon the enterprize;
which encouraged other Indians to commence hoftilities.

The Nipnets killed five people in the Maffachufets colony; whereupon
Captain Hutchinfon was fent with twenty horfemen to Quabaog, or
Brookfield, from whence fome of the principal inhabitants accompanied
him toward the chief town of the Nipnets, who formed an ambuth of
three hundred men, and killed fixteen Englifh, ameng whom was Cap-
tain Hutchinfon. The others efcaped to Quabaog, where the Indians
purfued, and burnt almoft.all the houfes in the town.

Philip efcaped from the {wamp at Pocaffet, and joined the Nipnets in
another {wamp about ten miles from Brookfield, with about forty men,
befide women and children. The Indians upon Conne&icut River began
their hoftilities about the fame time ; as likewife thofe upon Merrimack
River ; whereby the utmoft terror was ftruck through the whole Maffa-
chufets colony : but Plymouth was lefs affeted, becaufe the Naraganfets
had not engaged.

Several flirmifhes happened about Hatfield, in which the Indians had
the advantage. Hadley was attacked on the 1ft of September, while the
people were at church, as it was a Faft Day; which broke up the fervices
and obliged them from prayers to have recourfe to arms. WWhile they
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were in the utmoft confufion, a grave perfon is faid fuddenly to have ap-
peared in the midft of them, and not only encouraged the congregation

to defend themfelves, but fet himf{elf at their head, and led them on to.

encounter the enemy, who by his condu& were repulfed. As fuddenly,
the deliverer of Hadley difappeared ; and the people were left in confter-
nation, utterly unable to account for this {trange phenomenon, which it
{feems they were never able to explain®.

The commanders in that part of the country began to garrifon the
towns, and to colle& a magazine of provifions at Hadley. About four
thoufand buthels of corn were in ftacks at Deerfield, where Captain Lo-
throp was fent, with eighty men, to guard it down in carts: but they
were attacked by eight hundred Indians, who cut oft all the Englifh ex-
cept eight. Captain Mofeley was then quartered with his company at
Deerfield, and came out too late to refcue Captain Lothrop ; but he kept
his men compa&, and fought the whole number of Indians three hours,
with the lofs of only two men, until Major Treat came to his affiftance,
with one hundred and f{ixty Mohegin Indians, and put the enemy to
flight.

The Springfield Indians hadlivedin fucha good correfpondence with the
Englith for about forty years, that great confidence was repofed in them
but Philip induced them to take his part, and join in a plot to deftroy
the town. The firatagem was happily difcovered; though too late to
prevent the Indians from deftroying feveral houfes and barns. This in-
ftance of perfidy appears to have increafed the jealoufies and fufpicions
of the other Indians in the vicinity of Bofton, although many went out
with the Englith forces againft the enemy.

An alarm was made at Bofton, about ten in the morning, on the 23d
of September, when twelve hundred men were in arms before eleven,
and all difmiffed before twelve, as it proved a falfe fignal by an intoxicated
centinel. At the feflions in O&ober, the general court ordered, ¢ That
no perfon thould entertain, own, or countenance any Indian, under the
the penalty of being a betrayer of the Maflachufets government. That
a guard be fet at the entrance of the town of Bofton ; and that no In-
dian be fuffered to enter without a guard of mufketeers, and not to lodge
in town. That any perfon might apprehend an Indian, finding him in
town, or approaching it, and that none be permitted to come in by wa-
ter.” Articles of war were allo agreed upon by the general court, for the
better difcipline of their forces.

* Anecdote from Governor Leveret’s family,
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The Indians attacked Hatficld with all their force and fury, but were
repulfed, and withdrew to the .Naraganfets country, whicl.l they ma.de
their general rendezvous. The commiffioners of the UmFed Colonies
therefore agreed, to raife one thoufand men, and march againft the ene-
my. The Maflachufets were to raife five hundred and twenty-feven;
the remainder by the other two colonies ; and Mr. Winflow, the gover~

nor of Plymouth, was appointed general.

The Maflachufets forces marched from Bofton, on the 8th of Decem-
ber, and were joined at Pettyguamicot, on the 18th, by the TPlymouth
and Conne&icut men. The night was ftormy, and the men had no
covering ; but, at break of day, they marched through the fnow about
{ittcen miles, until noon, when they arrived at the edge of the fwamp
where the enemy lay, to the number of about five thoufand men, who
knew of the army coming againft them, and fortified themfelves with,
all the art and ftrength in their power. The Englith, {uddenly and un-
expeQedly fell in upon this feat of the enemy, without drawing up in
order of battle, or confulting how to begin the affault. The Indians
fired upon the Englith as they entered the fwamp, and followed them to
their fortrefs, which was upon a rifing ground, in the middle of the
{fwamp, pallifadoed all round, and within a thick hedge. At one corner
only, was a gap the length of one log, where the breaft-work was not
above four or five feet high: but the Indians had placed a block-houfe
oppofite this paffage, at which the Englith could enter, and no where
elfe. The captains entered at the head of their companies : the two firfl,
Johnfon and Davenport, were fhot dead at the entrance, as were many
of their men; befide the Captains Gardner, Gallop, Siely, and Mar-
fhal, likewife loft their lives. When the Englith were entered, they at-
tacked the Indians, who fought defperately, and beat the Englifh out of
the_fort; but the Englifh continued their attack about three hours, and
their advantage was fuch, that they began to fire the wigwams, which
were five or fix hundred, and in many of them the Indian women and
children perifhed ; while the furvivors fled into a cedar {fwamp at a little
diftance, without any neceffaries of life. The day was almoft fpent,
which induc§d the Englith to retire, with their dead and wounded men,
who were cighty-five killed, and a hundred and forty-five wounded;
but the Indiaus loft one thoufand fighting men in the a&ion, befide
many old men, women, and children, who perifhed by the fire, cold,
and famine. The Indians repofleffed their fort, and the Englith forces
retired to Bofton. 'This was a very gallant a&ion, and the memory of
it ought to be preferved, for the honour of thofe that were engaged in it.

1 The
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The Indians abandoned the Naraganfet country, and affaulted Lan-
cafter, on the 1oth of February, when they burnt fome houfes, and
killed or captivated forty-two perfons, among whom were Mrs. Row-
landfon, who was the minifter’s wife, and her children. Mifchief was alfo
done at Marlborough, Chelmsford, and Sudbury, about the [ame time :
but, on the 21ft, the Indians fell upon Medfield, in which were two
hundred and fifty foldiers, who were unable to prevent them from burn-

ing half the town, and killing eighteen of the inhabitants. The in--
dians alfo burnt feven houfes at Weymouth on the 25th; but they com- -

mitted no farther acs of hoftility nearer to Bofton, which was about{even-
teen miles diftant.

Where Philip {pent the winter was never certainly known ; fome con--

jeGured that he went to the Mohawks, others that he ventured to Ca-
nada, which his friends faid was his intention in the fall. He knew the

premium fet upon his head, therefore difguifed and concealed himfelf,

{o that little was heard of him until about the time he was {lain.

In March, the Indians attacked Northampton and Springfield, upon

Conne&icut River, Groton, Sudbury, and Marlboroygh, in the Maffa-
chufets ; as alfo Warwick and Providence in Rhode Illand; where they
committed great ravages, burning the houfes, defiroying the cattle, and
maflacring the inhabitants. Caprain Peirce, at the head of fifty Englifh;
and twenty Indians of Cape Cod, were drawn into an ambufhment, and
furrounded by five hundred Indians, who killed every Englithman, and
motft of the friendly Indians ; but the Englith fought fo valiantly that they:
{lew about one hundred and fifty of the enemy. After this, the Indians
burnt forty houfes, befides barns, at Rehoboth.

In April, the Conne&icut men, under Mr. George Denifon of Ston-
ington, killed and took prifoners forty-four of the enemy ; and foon af-
ter he took and {lew feventy-fix more, without the lofs of a man in ei-
ther of thefe exploits. Between thefe two fuccefsful ations happened

an unfortunante one for the Maflachufets, who loft Captain Wad{worth,.

and fifty of his men, in attempting to relieve Sudbury.

In May and June, the enemy appeared in various parts of the colonys;:

but their vigour abated, as their diftreffes increafed ; while the Mohawks
attacked and killed fifty of them.

In July, the Conne&icut- forces killed or took one hundred aud forty of

the enemy in the Naraganfet country. The Maflachufets and Plymouth
volunteers
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wvolunteers were equally fuccefsful in feveral parts; but no commander
was more fortunate than ‘Colonel Church*, of Plymouth colony, who

made Philip his principal object, upon whofe life or death depended war
or peace. ~The captain was informed by an Indl_an, that Philip was re-
turned with many Indians to his old quarters at Mount Hope, w.vh_ere he
might be eafily furprized. Parties were fent out, who broug%\t I many
Indians, and more f{urrendered upon promife of mercy, which obliged
Philip to {eck for his own fecurity. He fled from one fwamp to another,
abandoned by his friends, until his uncle and fifter, and at laﬂ:.l.us wife
and fon, were taken prifoners. Reduced to this miferable condition, he
was killed, on the 12th of Auguft, as he was flying from a party under

‘Colonel Church, out of a fwamp near Mount Hope.  An Indian fhot him
through the heart: his body was quartered and fet upon poles, and his

head was carried in public to Plymouth, where his fkull was preferved as
a curiofity,

‘This was a finithing ftroke, as the parties of Indians that remained un-
fubdued were drove from one {wamp to another; {o that before winter,
moft of them were killed, taken, or obliged to furrender; though a few
fled to the diftant Indians, or the French. In all the promiles of mercy,
thofe were excepted who had been principal a&ors in any murders of the
Englith; and none had promife made of any thing more than their lives.
Many of the chiefs were therefore executed at Bofton and Plymouth;
moft of the others were fold, and thipped off for flaves to Bermudas and
other parts. There was fcarce a family in the two colonies that had not
loft a relation or friend, and the people in general were much exafperated.

The Indians in the eaftern parts of New England had ftronger provo-
cations to quarrel with the Englith than thofe in the weftern and fouthern
parts. The Indians bordering on the provinces of Maine and New
Hampfhire, beyond Pifcataqua River, had carried on a very profitable
trade with the Englith, who had fettled there from the Maflachufets.
They treated the natives like flaves, of which they were truly {enfible;
and within a month after breaking out of the Philippic war, they gave
the Englith to underfland, they would bear their infults no longer. En-
couraged by the example of the Wampanoags, Naraganfets, Nipmucsy
Saconets, and Pocaflets, the Tarenteens, or eaftern Indians, fell upon the
Englith, defiroying their houfes and plantations as often as they had a
fair opportunity. -

* He publifhed an account of his campaign.

The
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The government at Bofton, informed of the diftrefs that the Englith
were in, fent a body of men to their relief, under the command of Captain
Hathorn, Captain Syll, and others, who furprized four hundred Indians,
as they were bufy in plundering Major Waldron’s houfe at Quochecho,
and took them all prifoners. About two hundred, who were found in
arms, were fold for flaves; a few were executed for having been guilty
of murder ; and the others were difmifled, on a promife of committing no
farther hoftilities. :

'This blow difpofed the favages to treat with the governor and council of
‘the Maflachufets; fo that articles were s reed upon about three months
after the death of the Sachem Philip, between them and the Sachems of
Penobfcot, who paid fuch little regard to the articles, that the Maffachufets
were obliged to {fend Major Waldron, with two hundred men, to fee them
executed. This intimidated the Indians, who concluded a kind of general
peace, on terms not very honourable for the Englith, who were to allow
a certain quantity of corn yearly to the Indians, and pay a quit-rent for
their lands.

Such was the end of this Indian war, that had continued eighteen:
months ; in which the Englifh loft about three hundred and forty men,.
but above three thoufand Indians perithed. This was a fatal firoke to the
favages, who were perpetually dwindling away by inteftine wars and new
difeafes ; while the colonifts frequently had recruits from England, and
built feveral new towns and forts, in New Hampfhire and Main, within.
a few years.

In the height of the diftrefs of the war, and while the authority of the:
colony was contending with the natives for the poffeflion of the foil, com-
plaints were making in England, which ftruck at the powers of govern-
ment; and an enquiry was fet on foot, which was continued from time
to time, until it finally iflued in a quo warranto, and judgment againfi
the charter thereupon.

SECTION
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SEETI1ION NL

Agents fent to England to mj'fwero the complants againﬂ the colonifls 1n
1677.—Mr. Leveret dies, and 1s .ﬁzcceqded by Szmon Brfzz%‘reet, Efs.
as governor of the Maffachufets. Mr. Wi inthrop dies, and is fucceeded by
William Leet, Efg. as governor of Connecticut and New Haven, mn 1678,
—The cafe of the governor and company of Mafjachufets Bay decided in
1679. Lhe colonifts fubmit to the regulations made in England. The
agents return_from England to Bofton 101th the King’s letter, and requi-
Jitions for the better government of the colony. New Hamp/lire made an
independent government, and Jobn Cutt, Efq. appointed prefident in 1681,
—Mr. Dudley and Mr. Richards fent as agents to England, in 1682, fa
dsfend the Maffachufets charter, then threatened with a quo warranto,
The wote of the governor and affiffants thereon in 1683. The New
Englaud charters furrendered. Henry Cranfield Efg. appomted governor
of New England in 1684. King Fames 1. proclaimed in Bofton. Mr,
Dudley appointed prefident in 1686, Refolutions of bim and bis council
-concerning their commiffion.

M.R. Randolph was fent to the Maflachufets with his Majefty’s letter

of March 10th, 1675-6, and copies of the petitions of Mafon and
Garges. The King commanded that agents fthould be fent over, to ap-
pear before him in {ix months after the receipt of the letter, fully in-
ftru&ted and impowered to anfwer. Governor Leveret fummoned a fpecial
court, to meet on the gth of Auguft, when it was agreed, ¢ That it
feemed unto them the moft expedient way of making anfwer unto the
complaints of Gorges and Mafon, about the extent of the patent line, to
do it by appointment of agents, to appear and make anfwer for them; fo
as to negociate the affair with fafety unto the country, and with all duty
and loyalty unto his Majelty, in the prefervation of their patent liberties:”
to which the reafons for their opinion were fubjoined.

Mr. William Stoughton and Mr. Peter Bulkley were chofen agents, and
went to England, where a hearing was had before the Lords of the Com-
mittee of the Council, upon the principal parts of their agency, in both of
which they were unfuccefsful. The province of Main was confirmed to
‘Gorgeg and his heirs, both as to foil and government; and with refpect
to Mafon’s claim, it was determined, that the Maflachufets had a right to
three miles north of Merrimack River, to follow the courfe of the river fo
far as it extended : and that the expreflions in the charter could nor war-
rant the over-reaching thofe bounds by imaginary lines.

Governor
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Governor Leveret died, and was fucceeded by Simon Bradftreet, Efq. 1678.
John Winthrop, Efg. governor of the United Colonies, of Connetticut
. and New Haven, alfo died about the fame time, and was fucceeded by
William Leet, Efq. who had formerly been governor.

In all the confufions of grants, or copies of grants, the greateft firefs 1679.

was laid upon that of the 7th of November 1629: upon which occafion,
Sir William Jones, his Majefty’s attorney-general in England, gave his
opinion upon the whole cafe, which was entirely in favour of the colonifts;
and a commiffion was iffued from the crown for the government of New
Hampthire; whereupon the Maflachufets defifted from any further
exercife of jurifdition ; except as to the towns of Salifbury, Amefbury,
and Haverhill, which, by their original grants from the Maflachufets co-
lony, extended above three miles from Merrimack.

The Quakers renewed their complaints againft the colony, for recent
a&s of intolerance; and fome other regulations occafioned murmurs
among the general part of the inhabitants, who found that exceflive pe-
nalties prevented profecutions, and that multiplying laws, with fuch pe-
nalties, impaired the weight and authority of the penal laws.

Several addrefles were made to the King from the general court, who
pafled fome laws in favour of the crown; particularly an a&t to punifh
high treafon with death; and another, requiring all perfons above fixteen
years of age to take the oaths of allegiance, on pain of fine and imprifon-
ment. 'The governor and magiftrates took thofe oaths without any re-
fervation : the King’s arms were ordered to be carved, and put up in the
court-houfe ; but it was a more difficult thing to conform to the a&ts of
trade, which the colonifts at firft apprehended to be an invafion of their
rights, liberties, and properties. ~They foon after, however, fubmitted to
the acs of navigation and trade, which they ordered punctually to be
obferved, confidering that they were colonifts, and therefore fubject to the
controul of the parent ftate,

This year died Jofiah Winflow, Efq. governor of Plymouth colony, 1680,
and the firft New Englithman that was advanced to that honour. He was
fucceeded by Robert Treat, Efq. and Mr. Thomas Danforth was appointed
deputy-governor of the Maffachufets, in which office he continued with
governor Bradftrect until the diffolution of the government.

The agents were detained in England until this time, and thought them-
felves not at liberty to return without the exprefs permiffion of his Ma-
Vor. L U jefty :
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iefty : but the popith plot prevented an attention to plantation affalrs,
Jaeng the agentspvslr)ere difmiffed at London, from whence they_c:ame to
Bofton, with the King’s letter of the 24th of July 1679, containing the
following requifitions :

« 1. That agents be fent over in fix months,.fully inftruéted to an{wer
and tranfa what was undetermined at that time. IT. Tbat liberty of
confcience be given to fuch perfons as defired to ferve God in the way of
the Church of England, {o as not to be difcountenanced from tharing in,
the government, or fubjected to other incapacities. IlE That no other
diftin&tion be obferved in making of freemen, than that they had compe-
tent eftates, rateable at ten fhillings, according to the rules of the place,
and that fuch, in their turns, be capable of the magiftracy, and all laws
made void that obftru&ed the fame. IV. That the ancient number of
eighteen affiftants thould be obferved, as by charter. V. That all perfons
in office fhould take the oath of allegiance. VI. That all military com-
miflions, as well as the proceedings of juftice, fhould run in his Majefty’s
name, VIL. That all laws repugnant to the laws of England for trade,
thould be abolithed.”

Few obje@tions were made to thefe inftrutions, and the colony of Main
continued under the protetion of the Maflachufets ; but New Hampfhire
was made an independent government, and John Cutt, Efq. was appointed
the firft prefident.

The defign of taking away the colony charters now became evident -
and a new matter of charge was brought in England againft the Maffa=
chufets; which was the coinage of money. The colonifts alleged, that
this cuftom began in the times of the late confufions, to prevent frauds on
the pieces of eight current among them ; and if they had trefpafled upon
the royal prerogative, it was through ignorance. '

Mr. Dudley and Mr. Richards were difpatched as agents to England;
and a public faft was obferved throughout the colony, to pray for the pre=
fervation of their charter and fuccefs to the agency. The agents, in theit
firf letter to the general court, acquainted them, * that his Méjef’cyr L5
greatly provoked by their fo long neglecting to fend agents; and they
defired the court to confider whether it was beft to hazard all, rather than
fatisfy his Majefty as to the mode of fubmiffion to the laws for l'cgliﬂati'ng?
trade, fince they ferioully intended to fubmit to the fubftance.* -

Lord
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Lord Radnor and Sir Lionel Jenkins threatened that a quo warranto
{hould proceed : the colonifts refented it, and were determined to make no
conceflions of any privileges conferred upon the chartered colony.

It was determined a guo warranto thould go againft the charter, and
that Randolph fhould be the meflenger of death. This man was an agent
for the King, and endeavoured all in his power to ruin the colony.

The agents arrived at Bofton on the 23d of O&ober 1683 ; foon after
Randolph came over with the quo warranto, and a declaration from the
King, that  if the colony before profecution would make full fubmiffion
to his pleafure, he would regulate their charter for his fervice and their
good.” '

Two hundred copies of the proceedings againft the charter of the city
of London were fent, at the fame time, by advice of the privy-council, to
be difperfed through the province: but the governor and major part of
the afliftants defpairing of any fuccefs from fuch a defence, pafled the
following vote :

“ The magiftrates have voted, that an humble addrefs be fent to his
Majefty, declaring they would not prefume to contend with him in a courfe
of law; but {fubmitted to his pleafure : And, for faving a default for non-
appearance upon the return of the writ of guo warranto, that proper per-
fons be empowered to make defence.”

There was not the leaft pretence of mifgovernment againft the Ply-
mouth company in their guo warranto; but thofe writs for Conne&ticut
and New Haven were accompanied with a letter from the King, f{igni-
fying, if they refigned their charter, they might take their choice of
being under either Bofton or New York. They petitioned to remain as
they were; in which they judged very right.

Rhode Ifland had a valuable charter ; but the government there faw it
was 1n vain to difpute with a King, who had forced the city of London
to change its ancient rights and privileges for his will and pleafure, and
fubmitted to that mark of flavery. Hampthire and Main never had a
charter; but a fort of affociation, which they readily refigned into the
hands of his Majefty, and afterward became a royal government, inde-
peadent of the Maflachufets. *

U 2 King
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- King Charles having thus feized the charters of New England, fent

.over Henry Cranfield, Efq. to be governor, by a royal commiflion, which

fuperfeded Mr. Bradftreet, governor of the Maffachufets, Mr. Leet, go-
vernor of Conne&icut and New Haven, and Mr. Treat governor of Ply-
mouth: but the King died before any new government was fettled; and

King James was proclaimed, on the zoth of Aprii, in the high ﬁrf:et n

Bofton, with great ceremony.

The fymptoms of an expiring conftitution were ftill to be difcovered;
and feveral of the towns negle&ted to fend their deputies, fo that little
bufinefs was done at the court. There appears to have been as much in-
difference in the legiflature about public affairs in 1685, as they expected
to be fuperfeded every day. The colonifts were informed that Colonel
Kirke was to be their governor, which made their condition feem very
deplorable.

The eletion for 1686 was on the 12th of May, when Jofeph Dudley,
Efg. being left out, Mr. Stoughton refufed to ferve; and, on the 15th,
the Rofe frigate arrived from England, with a commiffion to Mr. Dudley,
as prefident, and fome others, gentlemen of the council, to take upon
them the adminifiration of government. A copy of the commiffion was
prefented, and the following anfwer refolved upon by the court:

¢ That they conceived, Firft, That there was no certain determinate
rule for the adminiftration of juftice; and that which was, feemed to be
too arbitrary. Secondly, That the fubjects were abridged of their liberty
as Englithmen, both in the matters of legiflation and in laying of taxes,
and indeed the whole unqueftioned privilege of the fubje transferred upon
the commiflioners, there not being the leaft mention of an aflembly in
the commiflion; and therefore the court thought it highly concerned the
commiflioners to confider whether fuch a commiffion was fafe for the
whole: But if the commiflioners were fo fatisfied therein as that they
held themf{elves “obliged thereby, and took upon them the govern-

et the
hoped they fhould demecan themfelves as true and loyal fubjeé{s. to hiZ»
Majefty.” :

The prc?ﬁdent and council met on the 2 5th, when the royal commiffion
was publithed. The court appointed a committee to take into their
cuftody {uch papers as referred to the charter, and titles of land, by pur-

chafe
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chafe from the Indians or otherwife; which they ordered their fecretary to
deliver, and adjourned to the fecond Wednefday in O&ober.

About this time Mr. Hinckley, governor of New Plymouth, fent an
account of the praying Indians, then in that colony, to the corporation in
England ; whereby it appeared, they amounted to 1439, befide boys and
girls under twelve years of age, which were {uppofed to be above four
thoufand. '

SECTION
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8 ECTIO'N " "Vil.

From the diffolution of the cbarier in 1686, until the arrival of the prwm
charter i 1692, _

[ HERE are no public records from the diffolution of the old charter
government in 1686, until the reftoration of it in 1689 ; and if there
was any book of records, it was fecreted or deftroyed.

Mr. Dudley’s adminiftration was fhort, and not very oppreflive. The
houfe of deputies, indeed, was entirely laid afide; but the people {uffered
little from the change. Of a prefident and eighteen members of the
council, there was only one of the Church of England: The juftices of
peace and officers of the militia were congregational men; {o that in the
main, the perfons only, and not the government, were changed *.”

Mr. Dudley the prefident, and Mr. Stoughton deputy-prefident, pro-
fefled a great attachment to the intereft of the colony, whofe church-wor-
thip had no moleftation; and the civil jurifdi®ion was managed as for-
merly. Trials were by juries as ufual, and even in the vice-court of
admiralty, with fome exceptions as to the power of the marfhal in re-
turning jurors. Mr. Dudley confidered himfelf as appointed to preferve
the affairs of the colony from confufion until a governor arrived, and a
rule of adminifiration fhould be firmly afcertained: As prefident and
ordinary, he took all matters of wills and adminiftrations into his own
hands ; fo that in general the old colony-laws were obferved, though the
government which framed them was diffolved. ‘

Conne&ticut, Plymouth, and Rhode Ifland continued their former ad-
miniftration, until the arrival of Sir Edmund Andros, a poor knight of
Guernfey, who had a commiffion from King James for the government

of New England, and landed at Bofton on the 20th of December, when
his commiffion was publifhed.

This Sir Edmund Andros had been governor of New York, and the
beginning of his adminiftration in New England promifed very falutary
views. He made the ftrongeft profeffions of regard to the public good

* Randolph’s Letter to the Archbifhop of Canterbury,

2 and



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

and the welfare of the people, both of merchants and planters; dire&ed

judges to adminifter juftice according to the cuftom ot the place; ordered

the former eftablifhed rules to be obfcrved, as to rates and taxes; as alfo

that all the colony laws, not inconfiftent with his commiilion, fhould
be in force.

The major part of his council® were inclined to the public intereft,
and would have continued under the old form of government. With a
proper firmnefs of mind, they might have been {erviceable while they
held their places in council ; but they were like the reeds of their co=
lony, and bowed before the blafts of Englifh power.

Sir Edmund Andros has been reprefented as a bigotted Papift; nor is
it impoffible. He had no affetion for his new council of New England,
yet he made fome of them his confidents: it was not long, however, be-
fore the cafe of fome, who apprehended themdelves opprefled, came under
confideration ; when one of the couneil told them, ¢ They muft not think
the privileges of Englithmen would follow them to the end of world.”
This gave an alarm through the government, which has never been
forgot.

There was but one epifcopal minifter in the country ; and Sir Edmund:
confidered the congregational minifters as laymen only; though there
had been few inftances of even occafional aflemblies for religious wor-
fhip according to the rites and ceremonies of the church of England for
upward of fifty years. - One of the fielt acts of power, after the change
of government, was the reftraint of the prefs, and Randolph was licen+
fer, but the moft grievous reftraint was that upon marriages, as none

wer: allowed to marry except they entered into bonds with fureties to-
the governor, to be forfeited if . theie thould afterward appear to have:

beer any lawful impediment.

Tle King favoured them, with a general toleration, which diffipated.
the fars of the people.from a perfecution ; but the more intelligent per=-
fons fafpected this as an introduction to popery. Swearing by the book,.
which had never been pradtifed, was now introduced, and fuch as fcru-
pled i were fined or.imprifoned. . The fees to all officers had been very
low wider the charter ; but .they became: exorbitant under the new ad-
miniftation.

# Thefe are not apparent upon any lift,

As:
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As the charter was vacated, the greateft profits arofe from patents for
lands ; and the people were told they had no titles to their eftates, be-
caufe the general court had not made their grants under ‘the colony feal,
In the latter part of the adminiftration, property became more precarious,
and petitions were greatly multiplied. The governor and fome of his
council impofed arbitrary taxes upon the people, who thought themfelves
intitled to the liberties and immunities of free and natural-born Englif
fubje@s, and that confequently no money ought tobe exacted from them
but by their reprefentatives. They had no expeltation that their char
ter privileges in general would be reftored ; but they hoped to be allowed 2
a houfc of reprefentatives, even under {o arbitrary a prince.

There was a general fubmiffion to the taxes, and the affeflients
were proportioned upon the inhabitants of the towns by officers ap-
pointed by themfelves; which makes it probable, that this was the rea
fon of continuing to the towns fome of their privileges ; for every tow
was {uffered to meet annually to ele officers ; but all meetings for other
purpofes were ftrictly forbidden. A new model of government was i
tended, but there was not time to accomplifh it; and the old lawsof
the colony feem to have continued the rule for adminiftration of juffic,
except where they were fuperfeded by arbitrary ordinances. The hw
proceedings were more formal than they had been; but Mr. Dudky
and Mr. Stoughton were two of the judges of the fuperior court, ad
neither of them inclined to comply with di&atorial commands.

The Indians upon the frontiers, in the fummer of 1688, renem
their hoftilities, which were not immediately checked. The goverm
raifed about eight hundred men to oppofe the Indians,- who evaded b
purfuit, and efcaped without lofs ; but fome new forts were built at &
Jyplcot and Sheepfcot, to prevent their incurfions. ol

The governor received a new commiffion, which was publifhc& il
great ceremony, from the balcony of the town-houfe. New York m
}nf:uded in this commiffion ; and Mr. Blaithwait wrote to Randoli#
ollows :

“If the union of all New England under one povernor be a'z:cq!lble
on your fide the water, what will the joining and annexing to thef
government be, of all the Englith territories in America, from Dé
ware Bay to .Nova‘Scoutia? This is already determined by his Melp
and a commiflion is in hand, conftituting Sir Edmund Andros goet®

s i
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alfo of New York, as united to New England : and for the two Jerfeys,
Jeire faciafes are expediting towards their union. This, befides other
advantages, will be terrible to the French, and make them proceed with
more caution than they have lately done.” About the fame time, advice
was received that the Queen was fafely delivered of a Prince, and a ge-
neral Thank(giving was ordered by the governor, with advice of the
council,

The fate of New England depended upon that of the mother-country,
and Mr. Winflow came from Virginia in April, with a printed copy of
the declaration publithed by the Prince of Orange on his landing in
England. Mr. Winilow was committed to prifon, * for bringing a trai-
terous and treafonable libel into the country,” as exprefled in the mitti-
mus : he offered two thoufand pounds bail, which was refufed ; and a
proclamation was iffued, “ charging all officers and people to be in readi-
refs to hinder the landing of any forces which the Prince of Orange
might fend into thofe parts of the world.” The old magiftrates and
prncipal inhabitants filently withed and fecretly prayed for fuccefs to
the glorious enterprize, and determined quietly to wait the event: but
more impatience was thewn by the populace, who feized and confined
thegovernor, fome of his council, and about forty other obnoxious per-
fons ; upon which the old magiftrates were reinftated, and fent a mef-
fage to the governor, importing, that, * tendering his own fafety, they
judged it neceffary, he thould deliver up the government and fortifica-
tons, to be preferved and difpofed of according to order and direGion of
tte crown of England, which fuddenly was expetted might arrive*.”

The governor complied, as he found it was in vain to refift; and the
gatlemen aflembled in the council chamber drew up ‘a declaration of
thdir grievances ;> which was read from the balcony or gallery of the
tovn-houfe, to a great concourfe of people, who heard it with fatisfac-
tior and applaufe 1. .

Vhen the popular tumult was abated, the new council began to con-
fide. what form of government they fhould eftablith, in the room of
thatwhich was diffolved ; they were joined by many other refpe@able
perfins, and took the title of ¢ A Council for the Safety of the People,
and Confervation of the Peace.” They chofe Mr. Bradftreet their prefi-

* Jated at ¢“the Town-houfe in Bofton, April 18th, 1639 :” direQed ¢ to Sir Edmund
Andrs Knight.”

+ This declaration may be found at Jarge in Neale, and other writers; but it is too
long ¢ be inferted here.

ViL. L X dent;
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dent; Mr. Addington clerk of the council; and Mr. Wait Winthrop
commander in chief of the militia: they alfo appointed officers in the
feveral ports for entering and clearing veflels ; and John Fofter and Adap

Winthrop were made treafurers,

Letters were difpatched to Plymouth and Conneéticut, acquainting the
principal gentlemen there with what had been done at Bofton. Thofe
colonies alfo reaffumed their old form of government; but nothing paf-
fed relative to New Hampfhire or Rhode Ifland. g

When the news arrived at New York, Mr. Nicholfon, the licutenant.
governor, fent a letter to the gentlemen affembled at Bofton, remonfir-
ting againft their conduc, to which a fuitable reply was returned, in juf
tification of the meafures purfued. : ?

The reprefentatives of fifty-four towns met at Bofton on the 23d
May, and foon difcovered a defign to reaflume the charter : forty of then
were for reaflumption, and two days were fpent in debates; but the ms
jority of the council were againft it, and the people without doors wee
much divided in fentiments. On the 24th, the governor and mge
firates, chofen in 1686, figned a paper, declaring * their acceptance of
the care and government of the people, according to the rules of e
charter, for the confervation of the peace and fafety of the people, unt,
by direCtion from England, there was an orderly fettlement of goverr
ment ; provided an addition fhould be made of fit per‘fons to affit then,
as was defired, and that what had been before done be allowed, and the
ftewards be reimburfed : this they did for the fatisfa@ion of the peopk
and from the prefent neceflity ; nor would be underflood to intend i
affumption of the charter government. “ Their declaration was acceptl
by the reprefentatives ; though all the gentlemen who had joihﬁ!d”'l“he

governor and affiftants chofen in 1686, were excluded from the i
council. |

The next day, Mr. Winthrop, with moft of the other gentlemen Wi
had afted as members of the council, and who had a ftrong party it
fayour of their continuing fo to a&, generoully quitted all claim b
“In .Conﬁdence that the people would be inviolably preferved in heir
o]{edlence to the direions expe@ed from England, and that the pefos
of all the gentlemen confined thould be well treated, and promifed e
deavour to pacify the people, who were diffatisfied on their account;ad
to promote the public tranquility, as far as in their power.”” _

£ fhip
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A fhip arrived from England on the 26th, with advice that King
William and Queen Mary was proclaimed; which was the moft joyful
news that New England ever received : the fears of the people fubfided,
and were fucceeded by pleafing hopes. On the 29th, the proclamation
was publifhed in Bofton, with the greateft ceremony, and rejoicing.

The reprefentatives of the feveral towns affembled at Bofton, the sth of
June, upon a new ele&tion, and the old government was refumed, which
had continued above fifty years ; but this was only the form, without
the authority.

Mr. Mather was a faithful agent for the colony in England, where the
houfe of commons voted * the taking away the charters of the plan-
tations to be a grievance;’’ a bill pafled the houfe for reftoring charters,
and thofe of New England were exprefsly mentioned : but while the
bill lay in the houfe of lords, the parliament was prorogued.

King William promifed Mr. Mather all the favour in his power for
the colonifts ; but hinted what had been irregular in their former govern-
ment : whereupon Mr. Mather undertook, they fhould reform any irre-
gularities, and Lord Wharton offered to be their guarantee. The King
intended to referve the appointment of the governor to himfelf; fo that
it was in vain to try for the reftoration of the cld charter; and a new
one, with retention of fome old privileges, was all that could be ex-
pected ; but application was made, for exprefs power and authority to
exercife the colony government according to the old charter, until a new

one couldbe fettled ; which was granted.

Sir Edmund Andros, and the other perfons confined, were ordered to
be releafed, and fent to England, to juftify themfelves before his Majefty :
but the general court thought it proper to fend over two of their mem-
bers to join with Sir Henry Afhurft and Mr. Mather in maintaining the
charges againft their oppreflors, as alfo to folicit that the charter might
be reftored, with fome additional privileges, confonant to the ftate of the
colonies: but they failed, by repofing too much confidence in the cour-

“tiers of the day.

The Indians were inftigated by the French to continue their depre-
dations upon the Englith in the province of Main and other parts adja-
cent to the Maflachufets Bay colony ; thercfore the general court medi-
tated an attempt both upon Port Royal and Quebec.

X 2 i
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Sir William Phips arrived in New England at this time, and he was
thought the fitteft perfon to command the forces upon fuch an expedi-
tion. 'This gentleman was a native of New England, and was born in
1650 at Pemaquid, where he kept fheep ungll he was eighteen years of
age, and then was bound apprentice to a thip-carpenter. When .he was
free, he fet up his trade, and built a fhip at Sh_eep{'co.t - aftt.zr which, he
followed the fea, and hearing of a rich Spanifh fhip which had been
wrecked fifty years fince near the Bahamas, .he gave fuch an account of
it in England, that, in 1683, he was appointed commander of one of
the King’s frigates, the Algier Rofe of eighteen guns and one hundred
men ; in which fhip he went in fearch of the galleon, and failed. He
was foon after fitted out by the enterprizing Duke of Albermarle on 2
fecond expedition, in a fhip called the Bridgewater Merchant of about
two hundred tons, at the outfet of about ten thoufand pounds. He was
fuccefsful in this attempt, and difcovered the wreck, out of which he
took gold, filver, diamonds, pearls, and other rich commodities general-
ly belonging to the cargo of a Spanifh galleon, amounting to the value
of near three hundred thoufand pounds fterling. He brought this trea-
fure fafely to England, where it was divided among the adventurers
among whom the Duke of Albermale had ninety thoufand pouads to his
own fhare, and about {ixteen thoufand pounds came to the fhare of cap-
tain Phips, who on this account received the honour of knighthood from
King James. Sir William Phips, by a feries of fortunate incidents ra-
ther than by any uncommon talents, rofe from the loweft condition in
life to be the firft man in his country. j

Eight fmall veflels, with eight hundred men, were thought fufficient
for the redu@ion of Port Royal in Nova Scotia. The fleet failed the
26th of April, reduced the fort with little difficulty, and returned ©
Bofton the 3oth of May; after taking pofleflion of the whole fea-coaf
from Port Royal to Penobfcot and the New England fettlements. The
plunder was thought equal to the whole expence ; and the- acquifition
was {o eafy that the Englith court were confirmed in the profecution of
their defign upon Canada: befide, the ravages began upon the frontien
by French and Indians, as foon as the {pring opened, made it appeas
more neceflary than ever. Cafco fort, with above one hundred perfons;
was befieged and taken on the 17th of May, while the Englifh forces
were gone to Port Royal, '

A veflel was fent exprefs to England, the beginning of April, with 2

reprefentation of the expofed fate of the colony, and the neceffity o
the
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the reduttion of Canada, defiring a fupply of thips, troops, arms, andeam-
munition, to attack the French by fea, while the colony forces marched
by land to perform their parts.

Their hands were too full in England to give any attention to this
propofal : the Maffachufets, however, determined to proceed, and Con-
necicut and New York engaged to furnith a body of men. It was late
in the feafon to undertake this capital attempt, which was retarded, in
expeQation of fupplies from England, from whence none arrived, and
the fleet fet fail from Nantalket on the gth of Auguft. This expedition
feems to have been as 1ll conduéted, as it was well contrived ; for it was
thought Sir William Phips had an armament fufficient to expel the
French from Canada. He had between thirty and forty veflels, great
and {fmall ; the whole number of men on board the fleet were about two
thoufand ; but they came not within fight of Quebec until the 5th of
O&ober. Thus they were almoft eight weeks in a voyage that, with
good winds and weather, might have been made in two or three.

Great dependence was had upon a divifion of the French forces; but
it moft unfortunately happened that the two thoufand Englith and fif-
teen hundred Tndians, defigned again{t Montreal, had retreated, and the
news of it rcached that place before the fleet arrived at Quebec; fo that
Count Frontenac, the Irench general, was able to employ the whole

firength of Canada againft Sir William Phips and his little army; nor is.

it eafy, at this day, to afcertain the caufe of the New York and Con-
ne&icut forces making an unexpected retreat, after they had marched as
far as the great lake of Canada. Indeed, the diftraCted ftate of the go-
vernment of New York, where one party {eemed determined to ruin the
public intereft, if the other had engaged in it, muft have contributed to
this difappointment, which greatly difpirited the troops under Sir Wil-
liam Phips, who was flill determined to proceed in his attempt, in which:
he might have {ucceeded, if La Hontan is to be credited; but from the
ill fuccefs of this ‘undertaking, both the Englifh and French writers have
treated it with great ridicule and peculiar contempt.

Fhe next morning after the fleetarrived, Sir William {ummoned Count:

Frontenac to {urrender the place ; which fummons exafperated the Count,.
who returned an infolent anfwer, wherein the Englith were called here~
tics and traitors ; and alfo told, that if it had. not been for the revolue

tion, New England and Canada would have been confolidated as one go--

vernment,
An
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~ An attempt was made to land on the 7th of ‘O&ober, in the morning,;
by the troops under the command of Major Walley, who acted as lieus
tenant-general ; but he was prevented by a ftorm from landing his men
until the next day, when he put on thore all the effe&tive men, whofe
number was reduced to between twelve and thirteen hundred ; while

the French had affembled four thoufand in the town. :

It appears that, upon the charge, his officers and foldiers thewed courage
and refolution enough ; yet the enemy giving way, and, by the conve-
niences of fwamps and bufhes, having opportunity to fecure themfelves,
kept up a firing upon the Englifh, who continued their march toward
the town, until it was dark ; when two-thirds of the army took up their
ftand by a creek, where was a houfe and fome other fhelter; and the
other part advanced about a quarter of a mile, the better to fecure the

fhore, and fee the veflels.

Upon examining a deferter, he gave them fuch an account of the
firength of the French, as difcouraged the Englith from advancing any
farther. The fhips were drawn up the next evening before the town,
but did little damage to the enemy, and were much fhattered by the
cannon from their batteries. The forces continued afhore until the
11th, when they precipitately embarked. A council of war was called
the day following, and propofals were made for another attempt, after
the troops were refrefhed ; but tempeftuous weather came on, which
{cattered the whole fleet, and they made the beft of their way back to
Bofton, where Sir William arrived the 19th of November. Some of the
fleet were blown off to the Weft Indies, one was loft upon Anticofta,
and three others were heard of no more. > '

This was a mortifying flroke to New England, where the condu& of
Major Walley was cenfured by particular perfons; but no public enquiry
was made, and he gave in the journal of his proceedings to the ge-
neral court.

Sir William Phips foon after embarked at Bofton for London, to folicit
an expedition from thence againft Canada; and the gbvernmf.:nt of the
Maffachufets feat by him an humble addrefs to their Majefties, to fhew
the neceflity of fuch an enterprize. They were unprepared f(;r the re-
turn of the forces from Quebec, and the foldiers were upon the point
of mutiny for their pay : but it was impra@icable to raife the money i
a fhort time; becaule the government depended upon fuccefs, and the
treafure of the enemy to bear the expence of the expedition: Upon

j this
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this occafion, the affembly paffed an a& for levying the money; but
the men could not ftay until it thould be brought into the treafury ; and
the extreme difliculty to which the government was reduced, occafioned
the firflt bills of credit ever iffued in the colonies as a fubftitute for cath.
Moft of the colonies afterward adopted that mode, with very different
fuccefs ; and it is doubtful, whether the pro_;e& of a land-bank in En -
land was not taken from this expedient, where it entirely failed.

The debt was paid by paper-notes from two fhillings. to ten pounds
denomination ; which notes were to be received for payment of the tax
to be levied, and all other payments in the treafury. The {oldiers, how-
ever, were great {ufferers in general, as the notes would not command
money, or any commodities at money price : but as the time of payment:
of the tax approached, the credit of the notes was raifed: the govern=—
ment allowed five per cent. to thofe who paid their taxes in notes, which
then became preferable to cath, and was a profit to the pofleflor, with--
out reftoring to the poor foldiers what they had loft by the dilcount.

What was the confequence? fatal enough. The colony encouraged:
by the reftoration of credit, afterward iffued others for charges of go-
vernment. They obtained good credit at the time of being iffued ; and
the charges of government were paid in this manner from year to year.

While the fum was {mall, filver continued their meafure, and bills re--

tained their value : but when the charges of government increafed, ef-
pecially after the fecond expedition to Canada in 1711, the bills alfo in-

creafed, and in the fame or greater proportion the gold and filver were

exported. There being a cry of fcarcity of money in 1714, the govern-

ment ordered fifty thoufand pounds to be iflued; and one hundred
pounds mere in 1716, and lent to the inhabitants, to be paid in at a.

eertain period, and to pals as money in the mean time. Lands were
mortgaged for fecurity 1 but when the gold and filver were gone, and the
bills were the only inftruments of comimerce, money became ideal ; for
no poflible reafon could be afligned, why a bill of twenty fhillings thould:
bear a certain proportion to any one quantity of filver more than ano-
ther. Sums in bills were drawing into the treafury from time to time
by the taxes, or payment of the leans ; but other fums were continually
ifluing out, and all the bills were paid and received without any diftinc-
tion either in public or privite payments; {o that, for near forty years.
together, the currency was much in the fame ftate ;. as if one hundred
thoufand pounds fterling had been ftamped in pieces of paper of various.
denominations, and declared to be the money of the government, with--

out any other fanction than this, that when there fhould be taxes to'pays,.
2 the:

.
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the treafury would receive this fort of money, and that every creditor
fhould be obliged to receive it from his debtor. Bu!: can it be fuppofed
that {fuch a medium could retain its worth ? No: it fur_lk. to about one-
eighth of its original value. In 1702, the fum of fix fhillings and eight
pence was equal to an ounce of filver, which in 1749 was judged equi-
valent to fifty fhillings. Such was the delufion, that not only fhe bills
of the Maflachufets government pafled as money, but they received the
bills of the government of Connefticut, New H‘amp-ﬂure,_ and Rhode
Ifland alfo in currency ; while the Maffachufets bills .hkew1fe pafled in
thofe governments. In 1749, however, bills of credit were abolifhed ;
and unlefs the evils which they occafioned fhould be forgotten, the go-
vernment, it muft be prefumed, will never ifflue any more*.

During the attempt upon Quebec, the Indians made fon}e terrible in-
curfions upon feveral parts of New England, particularly in the county
of York, or province of Main : but when a force was colle&ted to march
againft them, the Indians pretended to be difpofed to peace, delivered up
ten captives, and agreed upon a truce until the 1ft of May following,
when they were to meet at Wells, to bring in all the Englifh captives,
and fettle articles for a firm and lafling peace. In confequence of this
truce the land enjoyed reft for the winter; but at the day appointed,
when Mr. Danforth, the deputy-governor, and {feveral others, with a
proper guard, repaired to Wells, no Indians appeared. The deputy-go-
vernor returned difappointed, and a garrifon was left at Wells, where
they were attacked by two hundred Indians, who were repulfed there,
but killed many perfons at Berwick, Exeter, and other places. A fmall
army was {ent into the Eaftern country by fea, and landed at Magprit,
where they were attacked by a great body of Indians, who continued
their devaftations until the next year, when they deftroyed the town of
York, killed Mr. Dummer the minifter, and made his family prifoners:
they alfo murdered about fixty other perfons, and carried near an hun-
dred into the moft wretched fate of captivity.

* Hutchinfon, pP. 403.

SECTION
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The new charter obtained in 1691 3—A comparifon betaween this charter
and the old one.—Sir William Phips apponted governor of New Eng-
land ; the flate of the colony under bis adminiftration : many perfons pro-

fecuted on pretence of witchceraft: Articles of impeachment againft Sir

William Phips ; and bis death in 1693.

WHILE the colonifts were thus diftreffed among themfelves, their
enemies in England took advantage of thefe misfortunes; which
they ufed as an argument againft the reflitution of the charter, and im-
puted all to the bad adminiftration of government. King William had
too much work upon his hands in Europe to have either money or men
to {pare and employ againft Canada; therefore Sir William Phips was
unfuccefsful in his negociation; however, he was ferviceable to his coun-
try, by joining with Sir Henry Afhurft and Mr. Increafe Mather, the
New Englifh agents, to obtain the reftoration of their charter, which
had been in vain folicited ever {ince the revolution: His Majefty had
thofe about him who concurred to ftretch the prerogative in the two pre-
ceding reigns, particularly the earls of Danby and Nottingham, who
found it no difficult matter to convince the King, that it was not confift-
ent with his honour to fuffer any diminution of the royal authority, where
it was {fupported by laws.

The colony agents were divided in opinions, and acted differently in
their views. = Mr. Wifwal, a minifter of Plymouth, accompanied Mr.
Cooke and Mr. Qakes from Bofton to London ; but he had no credentials,
and joined rather with Mr. Cooke than with Mr. Mather in politics. The
people of Plymouth were extremely defirous of continuing a {eparate
government ; or if that could not be obtained, they chofe to be annexed
to the Maffachufets rather than New York, under which Plymouth was
put when Mr. Slaughter was appointed governor.

An order was afterward ifflued to the Lords chief-juftices Holt and
Pollexfen, as alfo to the attorney and folicitor-generals, Treby and Somers,
to draw up a new charter for the Maflachufets, in which Plymouth was
included ; but Mr. Wifwal oppofed it, in hopes of obtaining a feparate
grant. This offended the folicitor-general, who ftruck out Plymouth,
and it was again intended it fhould be annexed to New York. When

this news arrived the people were alarmed; yet their gencral court per-
Veor. 1. o : ifted
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fited in defiring Sir Henry Afhurft, their agent, to apply for a feparate
charter, without intimating that they chofe to be joined to the Maffachu-
fets in preference to New York. The fentiments of_ many of the beft
men in the colony were known to Mr. Mather ;.otherw;fc Plymouth might
have finally been included in New York commiffion, although near three
hundred miles diftant.

Mr. Hinckley wrote to Mr. Mather as follows: ¢ Not being in a ca-
pacity to make rates for the equal defraying the charge, I {ee little or no
likelihood of obtaining a charter for us, unlefs their Majefties, out of
their royal bounty and clemency, g}*aciouﬂy Pleafe to grant it, Jub forma
pauperis, to their poor but loyal fubjes of this colony.”

When Mr. Mather found it impoffible to obtain the reftitution of the
old charter, he endeavoured to preferve as many of the privileges con-
tained in it as he could, and Sir Henry Afhurlt joined with him in all his
meafures. Mr. Cooke and Mr. Oakes were for the old charter or noneat
all ; and it was doubtful, by their inftrutions, if they had authority to
folicit for any other: Mr. Oakes, however, {igned the petition for a new
charter, though Mr. Cooke refufed.

In the firft draught of a new charter, the governor only was referved
to the King; the deputy-governor and council and other officers were to
be chofen by the people; nor had the governor a negative in any cafe.
This draught was made by the attorney-general, according to what he
thought the King intended, as exprefled in council, at which board it was
prefented on the 8th of June 1691, when it was obje&ed, that, * by fuch
a charter as this, the King’s governor would be made a governor of

clouts *; and an order pafled for preparing the heads of another
draught. ]

While the Maffachufets agents were foliciting a charter for that colony,
a project was fet on foot by Dr. Cox, to form a grand colony or fate,
more extenfive than all the other colonies together; and the original
draught of a charter has the following entry upon it: « In the Council
Chamber at Whitchall, the 22d of Auguft, 16go: The Right Honourable
the Lords of the Committee for Trade and Foreign Plantations are pleafed
to refer the confideration of this draught of a grant to Mr. Attorney-ge-
neral, who 1is d.eﬁred to. confider how far the fame is confifting with law,
and to report his opinion thereon to the Committee.,” Mr. Attorney e

% Mather’s Narrative,

portéd
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_ported in favour of the grant; but with fome legal obje@ions and confli-
tutional reftri&tions.

When the heads of another draught for the Maflachufets colony were
prepared, a copy was given to Mr. Mather, with an order from their
Lordfhips, that ¢ if the agents were not fatisfied therewith, they fhould
bring in their objetions to the attorney-general :”” but Mr. Mather was
fo diffatisfied, that he declared * he would fooner part with his life than
confent to them.” He was told, “ The confent of the agents was not
defired ; the agents of New England were not plenipotentiaries from a
{fovereign ftate; if they declared they would not fubmit to the King’s
pleafure, his Majefty would fettle the country, and they might take what
would follow. Sir Henry Afhurft and Mr. Mather, however, drew up
their objetions againft the minutes, infifting upon the royal promife, and
that charters might as well be refufed to be reftored to any of the corpora-
tions in England, where they had been taken away, as to New England.
Thefe objetions were prefented to the attorney-general, laid before the
council, and a copy tranfmitted to his Majefty in Flanders, but all without

effe@. The King approved of the minutes, he difliked the obje&ions, and
the charter was drawn up accordingly.

Mr. Hampden, upon this occafion, defired the opinion of Mr. Hooke,
an eminent lawyer, the refult of which was as follows:

“ A middle way feems moft defirable; w:z. that new charters be granted
to the refpe&ive colonies, wherein the former to be recited, and the pro-
ceedings againft them refpe@ively ; and a new grant made n terminis,
by the words grant and confirm ; and reciting the deficiency in the former
charter, all thofe powers may be vefted in the government of the Mafla-
chufets for the time being; and the colonies which have no charters to be
annexed to the Maflachufets colony.”

The only queftion with the agents was, whether to fubmit to this new
fettlement, or to fignify to the minifters of ftate that they would rather
have no charter at all. Mr. Cooke and Mr. Wifwall continued firm

againft accepting a new charter; which occafioned contefts not material
~ to enter 1nto at this diftance of time.

The new charter of Maffachufets Bay may be confidered as an union or
confolidation of feveral feparate grants into one legiflature and jurif-
diction, for the more effectual prote@ion of the whole, againft the incur-
fions of the French and Indians. It was granted by King William and

) Queen
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en Mary, in the third year of their reign*, and incorporated the
ngltories agrri colonies known by the names of The Colony of the Maffa-
chufets Bay, and Colony of New Ply_rnouth s the Province of Main; the
Territory called Acadia, or Nova Scotia ; .am-d all that :Tra& qf Land lying
between the faid Territories of Nova Scotia and the faid Province of Main,
into one real Province, by the name of their Province in the Maflachufets,
Bay, in New England.

The privileges granted by the new charter are not fo valuable as the
old ones were, as appears by the following particulars: I. That the nomi-
nation and conftitution of the governor, lieutenant-governor, fecretary,
and all officers of the admiralty, are taken from t.he. people and wholly
referved to the crown. 2. The power of the militia is turned over to the:
governor, as captain-general. 3. All judges and juftices of a {fuperior and, _
inferior order, as alfo all fheriffs, are appointed by the governor, with
the advice and confent of the council. 4. The governor has a negative
upon all laws, ele&ions, and acts of government of the general aflembly
and council. 5. All laws enaced by the general aflembly and approved
of by the governor, are to be tranfmitted home for the royal approbation,
and if difallowed within the fpace of three years, to be utterly void.”

It may be alfo farther remarked as to the new charter, that in the de-
lineation of the province of Main the following words are omitted: “And
up Sagadahock River to Quenebec River, and through the fame unto the
head thereof, and into the land north-weftward, until one hundred and
twenty miles be ended, being accounted from the mouth of Sagadahock.”
That Nova Scotia and this neighbouring trat called Sagadahock were an=
nexed by this charter to keep the Englifh claim, as that territory was thea
poffefled by the French, who never relinquithed their claim until the
treaty of Utrecht in. 1713 : That Nova Scotia, after the treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle in 1748, was conflituted a feparate property and jurifdition or
government ; but Sagadahock ftill continues annexed to the province of
the Maffachufets Bay; though as it is not the abfolute property of the
province, perhaps from fo large an extent of a frontier defencelefs in
itfelf, it has been until lately more of an incumbrance than of any advan-
tage. That the council of the prefent conflitution of the Maflachufets
Bay may labour under two difadvantages or difficulties; firft, to be arbi-
trarily led or impelled by the governor, to prevent future negatives: fe-
condly, as their eleCtion is annual, they may be biaffed by the humour of
the majority of the reprefentatives, for fear they fhould be dropped the

* See the charter at large in the Appendix to Neale’s Hiftory of New England.
next
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next annual eleion. That by the former charter the provincial lands
were granted to twenty-{ix proprietors, and fuch as thould be admitted
freemen ; but by this new charter, thefe lands are granted to the inhabit-
ants 1n general, to be difpofed of by their reprefentatives or general
aflembly. That in the ele&tion of all civil officers the council and repre-
fentatives vote together, but not as two {eparate negatives: And thole
officers are, the treafurer; the impoft officers; the excife officers; the ge-
neral commiflary of provifions, ftores, and traflic for garrifons and Indian
truck-houfes ; the attorney-general ; and notaries for the feveral {ea-ports.

To fay only, that the people have loft the nomination of their gover-
nor, the management of their militia, the affirmative vote for their laws,
and the naming their judges, juftices, and fheriffs, is {ufficient to make
the difference between the old and new charters appear very much to the
difadvantage of the latter ; nor was it thought they had any amends made
them in a permiffion to nominate their firft governor..

This firlt governor was Sir William Phips, who arrived at Bofton with
the charter,, on the 14th of May, 1692, and iffued writs for a general
affembly, which met the 8th of june following. Although a party was
formed which oppofed a fubmiflion to the charter, yet a majority of the
court wifely and thankfully accepted it, and appointed a day of folemn
thank{giving to Almighty God, for ¢ granting a fafe arrival to his excel-
lency the Governor and the reverend Mr. Increafe Mather, who have
induftrioufly endeavoured the fervice of this people, and have brought
over with them a fettlement of government, in which their Majefties have
gracioufly given us diftinguifhing marks of their royal favour and good-
nefs.”

Mr. Hutchinfon obferves, that ¢ Sir William arrived juft at the begin=-
ning of as {trange an infatuation as any people were ever under: that a
confiderable number of innocent perfons were facrificed to the diftempered:
imagination, or perhaps wicked hearts, of fuch as pretended to be be-
witched.” But he adds, that “ having proceeded as far as he propofed,
he left the relation of this unfortunate affair, and other tranfactions and
occurrences fince the prefent charter, to be communicated to the public by
fome abler pen*.”

The governor gave his affirmative to the laws which the affembly had
pafled, and then declared his refolution to march againft the Indians in

* Hutchinfon, p, 416..
perfon.
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perfon.  The feat of war was in his native country, upon Kennebeck
River, where the Indians were aftonithed when they heard of his promo-
tion; for they well knew his original, which they thought as mean as
their own. He had frequently fifhed and hunted with them; fo that he
knew all their haunts and recefles, which enabled him to difperfe or
deftroy them with the more facility ; but they were {pirited by the French,
and fell upon fome hufbandmen at work in the meadows to the north of
Merrimack River; upon advice of which, Sir William Phips haftened
away, with four hundred and fifty men, toward the eaft. _

On his arrival at Pemmaquid, he gave orders for building a new fort
there, purfuant to his inftructions ; and accordingly one of the ftrongeft
fortrefles in America was erected in lefs than fix months; it was built of
flone in a triangular figure, about 737 feet in compafs without the outer
wall, and 108 fquare within the inner one. It had 28 port-holes, eight
feet from the ground; and fourteen guns mounted, fix of which were
eighteen pounders. The fort flood about twenty rod from high-water
mark, and had a garrifon of fixty men for its defence: It was named
William Henry Fort, and certainly would have been a great fecurity to
the frontiers of the colony upon the eaft.

In the mean time, Major Church deftroyed the Indian country about
Taconet; while Major Convers {coured the woods and laid the foundation
of a new fort at Saco, which was finithed by Major Hook, who deftroyed
feveral Indians, to revenge fome murders lately committed by them at
Opyfter River. The favages then appeared in arms above Connefticut
River ; but the Englith came up with them near Quaboag, purfued them
to a fwamp, {lew moft of them, and recovered the captives they were

.

carrying into {lavery. '

Thefe {fuccefles, the building thofe forts in the eaft, and au—gmenting
the forces there, inclined the Indians to think ferioufly of peace, which
was concluded at Fort William Henry, on the r1th of Auguft, 1693.

By this peace they renounced their French alliance, owned themfelves
fubjeQs to the crown of England, confirmed the Englith in the poffeffion
of all their lands, and fubmitted the trade between the Englifh and Indians
to the regulation of the general affembly. But this peace was of fo (hort
a duration, that it is unneceffary to mention the other articles.

. f\s to the perfons profecuted at this time upon a pretence of witcheraft,
1t 15 hard to believe the leaft part of the evidence upon which the New

England
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‘England witches, fo 1rrationally called, were convi&ed and executed.
The law againft them was unjuft, cruel, and abfurd ; contrary to reafon,
and repugnant to credibility: it was meanly enaed in a fuperftitious
time, and wilely repealed in more aufpicious days.

This inhuman perfecution carries with it the greater aggravation, as it
was perpetrated by fan&ion of law, upon many ignorant maniacs, and
other perfons affeCted in their nerves, if we believe Dr. Douglas, a phy-
{ician long refident in New England, who fays, it was an endemial dif-
temper of the brain and nerves; for which he phyfically accounts.

Mr. Paris, minifter of Salem, firft introduced this tragic fcene of witch-
craft on the ftage, in February 1692, by declaring that his daughter and
niece, the one about nine, the other eleven years of age, were under the
power of witchcraft, which was imputed to two very old Indian women,
who were barbarouily treated to extort an involuntary confeflion from
them that they were witches, which they recanted afterward,

Before the end of May, about one hundred perfons were imprifoned
upon that account ; at which time Sir William Phips afflumed the govern-
ment, and iffued a {pecial commiffion of oyer and terminer for the trials
of thofe accufed. The commiflioners were Lieutenant-governor Stoughton,
Major Saltonftall, Major Richards, Major Gidney, Wait Winthrop, Efq.
Captain Sewall, and Peter Sergeant, Efq. whofe names ought to be re-
membered, that it might not be thought a profecution carried on by per-
fons of no confequence.

Under this ridiculous charge of witchcraft, five men and twenty-three
women were condemned to die; of whom nineteen were hanged, one
prefied to death, and fome died in prifon. Mr. George Burroughs, mi-
nifter of Falmouth, was one in this facrifice, and perhaps in refentment
from his having quitted the minifterial office at Salem, where he was
executed, to the difgrace of humanity. Moft of thofe who thus fuffered
death were remarkable for piety; and none of them confefled any guilt.
After thefe twenty difmal deaths, fome of the popular clergy addrefled

the governor with thanks for what was already done, and exhorted him
to proceed.

Some of ‘the accufers were thofe who confefled themfelves witches,
and others were fuch to whom the fpecral fight was allowed; but they
overacted their parts {o far, that at laft they accufed the friends and rela-
tions of the governor and magiftrates, who arrefted the accufers in high

ations
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actions for defamation, which put fuch a ftop to farther accqfations, that
in the fuperior court, held in January 1693, of fifty-fix bills preferred
againft witches, the grand jury brought in thirty ignoramus; and of the
remaining twenty-fix, the petty jury convicted only three, who were

afterward pardoned. :

At this time, about one hundred and fifty perfons were in prifon, and
two hundred more accufed; but they were all difcharged, and no other
accufations allowed. Many of the confefling witches {igned a paper, im-
porting that moft of their confeflions were only aflenting to, or repeating
what they were directed to declare; being weak in mind, and under
terror, from the putting to death all perfons accufed who did not confef;,

Tt would be very unjuft to make this folly and wickednefs national and
perfonal; for much the greater part of the inhabitants of New England
abhorred - thefe defperate perfecutions at the time they were carrying
on; and {imilar infatuations have at times prevailed in many other

countries.

In December 1696, a general. fat was appointed by the affembly;
praying ¢ that God would pardon all the errors of his fervants and people,
in a late tragedy raifed among us by Satan and his inftruments.” At this
faft, Judge Sewall and feveral of the jury gave in papers figned, heartily
afking forgivenefs of all, and declaring that they would not do fuch things
again for the' world, |

As the frantic heat about witchcraft abated, the complaints againft the
governor increafed, both on account of the lofs of their ancient privileges
in the charter he had brought over, and the increafe and continuance of
tl_le taxes for the Indian war, without any fuitable fuccefs in it. The
difcontented at laft drew up articles of impeachment againft him, and
tranfmitted them to the King and council, with a petition that he might
be difcharged from his government: but this was oppofed by a counter-
petition from the general affembly, praying that the governor. might be
continued in his office. Thefe oppofite addrefles puzzled the caufe; but
the friends of Sir William Phips flattered themfelves that it would terminate
in his favour, and he would be reftored to the government. He had been
ordered home, and failed from Bofton on the 17th of November 1694
The matter was referred to a committee of the council; but Sir William
Phips, foon after his arrival at London, was feized with a malignant fever,
and died on the 18th of February following. If he had been difmifled

from his government, he defigned to have gone upon another Spanih
e o wrecks
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wreck, which had Governor Broadille aboard *. Sir William had the
chara&er of an honeft man; but his education was very low. He was of
a hafty temper, and being a ftout man, he would ufe his cane and fift
after he was governor. Some inftances of that fort with a captain of a
man of war and a colleCtor, occafioned one of thofe complaints againft him
in England, which he was fent for to anfwer +. Mr. Mather, his advo=-
_ cate, writes,  Nor indeed had the hunger of a falary any fuch impreffion
upon him, as to make him decline doing all poffible fervice for the public;
and that he was not to be reckoned among thofe who were infamous for
infinite avarice and villany f. Sir William was not athamed of his for=
mer low circumftances; and once in failing with a confiderable armament,
in fight of Kennebeck, he faid to thofe under his command, “ Young
men, it was upon that hill that I kept fheep a few years ago; you do not
know what you may come to.” He was interred in St. Mary Woolnoth
church, London; and Dr. Cotton Mather wrote an elegy upon his death.

New England was now become a great body of people, for there were
at leaft two hundred thoufand Englifh fouls in the whole province, and it
required a good hand, confidering their fomenting f{pirits, to keep order
among them, without interrupting trade or infringing liberty.

William Stoughton, Efq. lieutenant-governor, was commander in chief
from the departure of Sir William Phips until the arrival of the Earl of
Bellamont in 16gg. After a few months his lordfhip returned to his go-
vernment of New York, and Mr. Stoughton was again in the chair, where
he continued until his death in 1702, when he was fucceeded by Governor

Dudley.

The principal tranfalions that happened in the colony from 1695 to
1702 were depredations made by the Indians, who were fupplied with
arms by the French, and excited to renew the war againft the Englith :
but the barbarians had certainly more native probity than the French, as
appears by their obferving all their treaties with the Englith from the
Pequot to the Philippic war, near forty years, unti] the French corrupted
both their religion and morals; for if the Indians had any religion at all,

it muft be better than what the friars and jefuits taught them; a {pecimen

of which Mr. Neal has thought proper to infert in his Hiftory §.

4 * Douglas, i. 477. + Hutchinfon, p. 397.

1
1 Magnalia, book ii. § See Neale, vol, i, p» 284,
Vor. L. Z When

169 :

16g5.



170 HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

When the peace of Ryfwick was concluded, Count Frontenac adyifeg
the Indians to make the beft terms of peace they could for themfelyes,
They applied for that purpofe to the Englifth governor, who fent Colonel
Philips and Major Convers to meet the Sachems at Penobfcot, where he
conferences began on the 6th of O¢tober, when the Indians xcufed thep:
felves for making hottilities, laying the blame on the French. Anothep
treaty was concluded with them, in which they added a more formal fy}.
miflion to the fovereignty of the crown of England than they had hitherto,
exprefled. Gk Ll B

SECTION
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The adminiftration of affairs under Governor Dudley from 1702 fo 1715
The reduction of Port Royal in Nova Scotia, by General Nicholfon, with
the affiffance of the New England forces, in 1710: The unfuccefsful
expedition againft Canada, by Geneml Hill and Sir Hovenden Walker, n
1711: Remarks on the conduct of the Maffachufets government upon that
occafion: a terrible fire in Bofion.—Colonel Burgefs appointed governor in
1715,  Governor Dudley dies.—Colonel Shute arrives as governor in
1716, when William Dummer, Efq. was appointed lieutenant-governors
T he adﬂzz‘nﬁmtion of affarrs under Governor Shute, who returns to Eng=
land in 1722, to exhibit articles of complaint againft the houfe ofrfpre-

Jentatives; and obtains an additional charter in 1726.—William Burnet,
Efq. appointed governor in 1728.—He is Jucceeded by Fonathan Belcher,
Efg. in 1730.—And be 15 fuperfeded by William Shirley, Efg. in 1741.
—The other royal officers appointed by the ¢rown. Contefts between the
refpectrve governors and houfes of reprefentatives relative to an ¢ffa~

blifled falary. As alfo the difpute about the difpojal of the public money.

“,’AR was again declared between England and France; but the In-
dians preferved a neutrality, and the merchants of New England
were fuccefsful in fitting out privateers.

Upon the death of the earl of Bellamont, Jofeph Dudley, Efq. was
appointed governor of New England by Queen Anne, to whom the
people of that province, on her acceflion to the throne, fenta congratula-

tory addrefs, which was prefented by William Vaughan and Conftantine
Phips, Efgrs.

Mr. Dudley was fon to Thomas Dudley, Efq who was eleGted gover-
nor in 1645, and died at Roxbury in 1652, aged 77. His fon fuftained
many great and arduous pofts, as colony—-agent, prefident of the council,
chief juftice, member of parliament in England, and governor of the
Maflachufets Bay: and his other fon, Paul Dudley, Efq. was afterward
chief-juftice of the province, where he was highly refpeced for his great
experience in the laws, and was well known abroad by fome ingenious
picces relating to the natural hiftory of New England, publifhed in the
Philofophical Tranfaions for the ¥ears 1720 and. 1731,

Z 2 Jofeph
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Jofeph Dudley, Efq. arrived as governor on the I 1th of June 1702
he was chofen of the council in 1682 ; and when the charter was in
danger, he was fent to England jointly with Mr. Richards as colony-
agent. As he was a native of the country, and a perfon of abilities,
the court of England deemed him a proper perfon to facilitate a change
in the adminiftration of the colony; and accordingly, when the charter
was vacated, he was appointed prefident, or protempore commander in
chief, in April 1686; in which ftation he continued until the arrival of
Sir Edmund Andros as governor at the end of the fame year, when Mr.
Dudley was appointed chief-juftice. He was difplaced in 1689; but
the next year he was appointed chief-juftice of New York. He after-
ward went to England, and in 1701 was eleCted member of parliament
for Newport in the Ifle of Wight, which introduced him to the govern-
ment of the Maflachufets Bay. King William died before Mr. Dudley
embarked for his native country; but his commiffion was renewed by
Queen Anne, and he continued governor until the year 1715.

The inhabitants of Jamaica were apprehenfive of an invafion from
the French, and applied for affiftance to the government of New Eng-
land, which they readily granted, and fent two companies there under
the command of Colonel Walton and Captain Lawrence, who ferved two.
years upon the Ifland, and loft many of their men by ficknefs. When
Nevis was plundered and ruined by Ibberville, the government of New
England generoufly raifed two thoufand pounds for the relief of the
diftrefled people of that Hland ; which they fent in cargoes of flour,
falt, provifions, and materials for building, on board two fhips, neither
defiring nor receiving any returns, when that Ifland came into more pro-
{perous circumftances.

During this war, the colony remained in a quiet and flourifhing con-

~ dition, except fome domeftic diffentions of little confequence.  They

took part in the glories acquired by the arms of Great Britain in the
war, to recover Spain and the Weft Indies out of the hands of the houfe
qf Bourbon ; in which. they were very infirumental, firft in the reduc-
tion of Nova Scotia, and in their endeavours to promote another attempt
againft Canada,

The expedition againft Nova Scotia was undertaken under General
Nicholfon and Adjutant-general Vetch, with inftructions to all the go=
vernors of New England to be affifting therein. General Nicholion,
with {fome Britifh officers, and Colonel Reading’s regiment of marinesy

arrived
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arrived from England at Bofton, on the 15th of July 1710, for the in-
tended expedition,

The armament fet out from Bofton upon the 18th of September, con-
{ifting of four men of war, a bomb, and the Maflachufets province-
galley, with tranfports, in all thirty-fix fail. The land forces on board
were, the regiment of marines, two regiments of Maflachufets Bay, one
regiment of Conne&icut, with one regiment of New Hampthire and
Rhode 1lfland, commiflioned by the Queen, and armed by her gift.

'They arrived at Port Royal in fix days ; and after a {fmall affair of can-

nonading and bombarding, the French governor capitulated on the sth
of O&ober, when the fort was delivered up. The terms of capitula-
tion were, that all the French, being four hundred and eighty-one per-
{fons within the Banlieu, or three miles of the fort, thould be under the
protection of Great Britain, upon their taking the proper oaths of alle-
giance: but the other French {ettlers were left to difcretion, that, in
cafe the French made incurfions upon the frontiers of New England, the
Englifh fhould make reprifals upon the French in Nova Scotia. The
garrifon confifted of two hundred and fifty-eight foldiers with their offi-
cers, who were thipped to Rochelle. General Nicholfon fent Major Li-
vingfton, and M. Subercaffe difpatched baron St. Cafteen to the Marquis
de Vaudreuil general of Canada, with advice of this event, and they
arrived at Quebec on the 16th of December, Colonel Vetch was ap-
pointed governor of Port Royal, now called Annapolis Royal, where he
was left with a garrifon of two hundred marines, and two hundred and
fifty New England volunteers, who were relieved the next year by four
hundred of the troops deftined againft Canada. The men of war and
tranfports, on the 14th of O&ober, failed for Bofton, where they fafely
returned; and the New England charge in this expedition was up-
wards of 23,000 /. fterling, which was reimburfed by parliament..

The {cheme and expedition for reducing of Quebec and Placentia, and
eonfequently all Canada and Newfoundland, were folicited by General
Nicholfon, who fent four Sachems of the Five Nations to England to
recommend the attempt. Seven regiments of foot, and abattalion of
marines, were fent from England under the command of Brigadier-
general Hill, brother to the new royal favourite Mrs. Mafham,, in forty
tranf{ports, efcorted by a fquadron of twelve fhips of the line, feveral
frigates, and two bomb-veflels, commanded by Sir Hovenden Walker as
admiral ; with a fine train of artillery under Colonel King. This for-
midable armament failed from England on the 28th of April, and arrived
i Nantatket River ngar Bofton on the 25th of June, The caltle hav-

ing
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ing given the ufual fignal to'the town of the '.approach of feveral fhips
in the bay, the alarm began about noon, and in a fhort time the troop
of guards, with a regiment of foot, were under arms, and other pre-
cautions taken for defence of the place, until the inhabitants were agree-
ably furprifed to find that it was the Britifh ﬂee_t. As Governor Dud- -
ley was then abfent, the gentlemen of the council received General Hil] .
and the Admiral at their landing with all military honours; and the
forces on board were ordered on fhore at Noddes Ifland, where they en-

camped.

By order from England, a congrefs was held at New London of ajl
the plantation governors north of Penfylvania, to concert meafures with
General Nicholfon ; in confequence of which, the Britith troops were to
be joined by two regiments from Maflachufets Bay, Rhode Ifland, and
New Hampthire, to attack Quebec; while the militia from Conneicut,
New York, and the Jerfeys, with the Indians of the Five Nations, fhould
march by land from Albany, under Géneral Nicholfon, to attack Mon=
treal, by way of diverfion to facilitate the grand attempt.

It was alleged, that the grand armament was retarded at Bofton for
want of provifions; and when Admiral Walker demanded a fupply of
failors, the governor and council reprefented, that ¢ The ordinary guards
for the fea-coaft, inland forces, with thofe detached for the prefent ex-
pedition, were upward of two thoufand men; which, upon a frik
examination into the mufter-rolls, was more than one-fifth of all the
perfons within that government capable of bearing arms: therefore it
was inconfiftent with the fafety of that her Majefty’s province to fpare
any more men ; as there were one thoufand one hundred and fixty land-
forees, and one hundred and fixty failors in their tranfports.”

The fleet fet fail from Bofton on the goth of July, amounting to
fixty-eight veflels of all forts, carrying fix thoufand four hundred and
thirty-fix troops. On the 18th of Auguft, they anchored in the bay ot
harbour of Gafpee, on the fouth fide of the entrance of St. Lawrence’s
River, to wood and water: but, on the 23d, 1n a foggy night, contrary
to the advice of the pilot, they fell in with the north fhore, and loft
eight tranfports, with eight hundred and eighty-four men, upon the
Iflands of Eggs In a council of war, it was refolved, that, by rea= *
fon of the ignorance of the pilots, it was impra&icable to proceed ; and
that advice fhould be fent to recal General Nicholfon from proceeding to
Montreal.” The fleet anchored in Spanifh River off Cape Breton on the
4th of September, when it was refolved, in a gencral council of war,

‘i_not
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“ not to attempt any thing againft Placentia, but to return to Great Bri-
tain.” They failed from Spanith River on the 16th, and were in {found=
ings off the Englith coaftin twenty-one days : but, on the 16th of Oc-
tober, the Edgar was blown up at St. Helen’s, with the journals and
other papers belonging to the admiral. ‘

The charge incurred by the Maflachufets province was upwards of

94,000 /. fterling, which was allowed by parliament,. and converted into:

debentures transferable and bearing intereft.

Sir Hovenden Walker wrote to Governor Dudley in Bofton as fol- |

lows: ¢ [ concur with the opinion of all the fea and land officers here,
that the government of this colony have prejudiced the prefent expedi=
tion, inftead of aflifting it.”” It was alfo publickly faid in England*,
that ¢ thofe who- had the principal mangement of this expedition were
made to expéd, that, upon the arrival’ of the fleet in New England,
they would find there all the neceflary fupplies of provifion ; but, con-
trary to their expetation, above five weeks elapfed before all things.
could be got in readinefs.” But Mr. Dummert has remarked, that
‘“ when the great unfortunate expedition was fet on foot againft Canada,
the New England people furnifhed more than the quota affigned them,

and provided all neceflaries for the Britifh troops in {o fhort a time, that:

if they had not been animated by an extraordinary zeal, would not
have been poffible; and fuch a fleet and army, wanting-the neceflaries.
they did, could not have been difpatched in fo thort a warning from anv
port in England.””

Soon after thie return of the {hips from the River of St. Lawrence, a
terrible fire happened at Bofton, and deftroyed a great part of the CLEF s
upon which occafion the governor informed the affembly, ‘That * he muft
offer them his fincere fenfe and condolence of the fleet and forces fent
there by her Majefty’s {pecial favour. That he had time enough, fince
the account thereof, to confider the feveral articles of her Majefty’s com-
mand to this government, for the putting forward that expedition ; and
he could not charge the affembly with negle&ting any particular; but,
on the contrary, when he perufed the journals of the proceedings, he
thought:there was provifion and expedition made in every article refer=-
ring to foldiers, artificers, pilots, tranfports and provifion for the fervice

-

* Political State, O&ober 1711.

t+ This gentleman was many years agent for New England at London ; a man of great
fenfe, learning, and experience,.
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of her Majefty’s Britifh forces, as well as their own: therefore he hoped
they would fee reafon to confider and reprefent home, for their juftifica«
tion, that it might be demonftrated they were in earneft to do their duty
to the utmoft for their own benefit and eftablithment, as well as hey
Majefty’s honour and juft right, fet down in the in{’cru‘&ions .for the ex-
pedition.  That befide this great article, they had in their view the
moft forrowful Providence of God, in {uffering fo great a part of Bofton
to be confumed by fire, and, among the reft, the public buildings;
which, if the heavy debts that the war had unavoidably brought upon
them, would allow them to reftore, this general aflembly muft confider
what was proper for them to grant, and what directions and orders were
neceflary to put upon the particular perfons that would rebuild their houfes,
to {fecure the buildings from the like delolation.”

The peace of Utrecht happened foon afterward; and the town of
Bofton rofe out of its athes, more beautiful and more fecure than before;
{o that in a few years after the conflagration, the inhabitants there, and
through the whole colony, continued increafing in number, trade, and
opulence. :

Queen Anne died on the 1ft of Auguft 1714, and Mr. Dudley re-
tained his government according to an act of parliament for continuing
officers {ix months after the demife of a Sovereign ; but when that time
was expired, the council, in conformity to the charter, took the admi=
niftration upon themfelves, However, Mr. Dudley received the King’s
proclamation for continuing all officers until further orders, and reaffumed
the government, which he held until November 1715, when Colonel
Tailer was appointed lieutenant-governor, under Colonel Burgefs, appointed
governor. Coloner Tailet produced an exemplification of the commif
fion or patent granted to the new governor, and as lieutenant-governor
under him aflumed the government on the gth of November 1715 Go-
vernor Dudley died at his houfe in Roxbury near Bofton in 1720, aged
{eventy-threc.

- Colonel Burgefs did not come over to his government, and was fupets
feded by Colonel Samuel Shute, as ¢ his Majefty’s captain-general and
governor i chief of the Provinces of the Maflachufets Bay and New
Hampfhire, and vice-admiral of the fame.”

Colotiel Shute was brother to Lord Barrington, and was appointed
governor on the 14th of March 1716, by the folicitation of Jonathar
Belcher Efq. an eminent merchant of New England, and afterward

governor
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governor there. The colonel had ferved under the Duke of Marlborough
in Germany, and received {everal wounds at the battle.of Donawert, where
he commanded a troop of horfe. His Excellency arrived at Bofton on the
4th of O&ober 1716 ; and William Dummer, Efq. was appointed his lieute-
nant-governor. He was a natural patron of his country, and his good ma-
nagement in the Indian war, during his adminiftration, with {mall expence,
will perpetuate his memory among all true lovers of New England.

The governor, in his firft fpeech to the affembly, intimated there was
no fettled falary for himfelf or licutenant-governor. The aflembly de-
clined the point of falary, but provided an elegant houfe for the refidence
of his Excellency; and #he good intelligence between Governor Shute
and the aflembly, kept affairs in fuch good order, that little material offers
for his time in hiftory, except the following facts:

He propofed to the aflembly to refit the fort of Pemmaquid, or rebuild

another, that might be a greater fecurity to the frontiers of the colony.
He alfo informed them, that notwithftanding the law pafled in England
for encouraging naval ftores, and for the prefervation of white pine trees,
his Majefty had been informed, that great {poils were daily committed in
his woods in the province of Main, and in fome parts of Maflachufets Bay,
by cutting down and putting to private ufe fuch trees as might be proper
for the royal navy: therefore he recommended, that all laws againft it
might be put in execution, and new ones made if thofe were not
{ufficient.

He {upprefled the increafling infolence of the Indians on the eaftern
frontiers, and compelled them to accept of more fubmiffive terms. He
alfo obtained an additional or explanatory charter from the court of Great
Britain ; which affair was occafioned as follows :

The governor was tenacious of the royal prerogative, and was oppofed
by fome perfons who had an afcendency over their fellow reprefentatives,
as alfo in fome meafure over the council, and at laft endeavoured the fame
over the governor, by afluming fome articles of the prerogative. His
Excellency, inftead of fending home, was well advifed to carry his com-
plaints in perfon, and fupport them there with his intereft ; which he ac-
cordingly did in November 1722. He prefented feven articles of com-
plaint againft the houfe of reprefentatives encroaching upon the prero-
gative: “ 1. Their taking poffeffion of royal mafls cut into logs. 2. Re-
fu.ﬁng th_e governor’s negative of the {peaker, 3. Affluming authority
jomntly with the governor and council to appoint fafts and thank{givings,

Yor. L Aa 4. Adjourning
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4 Aﬂjourning themfelves for more than two days at a time. 5. Dif-
mantling of forts, and ordering the guns and flores into the treafurer’s
cuftody. 6. Sufpending of military officers, and mulé&ing them of their

pay. 7. Sending a committee of their own to mufter the King’s forc_es,’[

Upon a hearing before the King in council, Mr. Cooke, agent for the
houfe of reprefentatives, and his counfel, in their name, gave up or re-
nounced the firft, third, fifth, fixth, and {eventh articles; acknowledged
their faults, induced by erroneous precedents of former aflemblies. The
other two articles were regulated by an explanatory charter, which the
aflembly were directed to accept.

This explanatory charter was dated the 20th of Auguft, in the twelfth
year of King George I. and after reciting, that “ whereas, in their charter,
nothing was dire€ted concerning a {peaker of the houfe of reprefentatives,
and of their adjourning themfelves ; it was thereby ordered, that the go-
vernor or commander in chief thould have a negative in the ele&ion of the
fpeaker; and the houfe of reprefentatives might adjourn themfelves not
exceeding two days at a time.”” By the prudent condu& of Governor
Dummer, the affembly were induced to accept of this explanatory charter
in 1726, by a public a& of the general court.

When Governor Shute had obtained this redrefs, he was too infirm to
return to his government, and was allowed a penfion of 400/ fterling 2
year for life : the chief command in the adminiftration then devolved upon
Lieutenant-governor Dummer, whofe conduc is univerfally efteemed;
and he was continued in his ftation until the arrival of Governor Burnet
at Bofton, on the 19th of July, 1728.

William Burnet, Efq. was a fon of the noted Do&or Burnet, bifhop of
Salifbury. He was comptroller-general of the cuftoms in Great Britain,
and exchanged with Governor Hunter, of New York, whofe health re-
quired his return to England : but, upon the acceflion of King George IL.
Colonel Montgomery was appointed governor of New York, and Mr
Burnet was made governor of the Maflachufets Bay, where he died much
lamented on the 7th of September, 1729.

Upon the death of Mr. Burnet, Lieutenant-governor Dummer was
chief in the adminiftration, until the arrival of Jonathan Belcher, Efq. as
governor, on the 8th of Auguft, 1730. Mr. Belcher was a native of New
England, of a good clear paternal eftate, and confequently of a true natural
tereft in the country. During his government, he ftrongly adhercdht_‘_)
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his inftructions ; but was fuperfeded by a commiflion granted to William
Shirley, Efq. which arrived on the 14th of Auguft, 1741. This new go-
vernor was a gentleman of the law, who had refided and pra&ifed in New
England for feveral years; but the particulars of his adminiftration are
referved for another place.

. Thefe are the governors and lieutenant or deputy-governors, appointed
at home, from the date of the new charter in 1691 to 1756. The other
royal officers, referved by charter to be appointed by the crown, are the
fecretary and judge of vice-admiralty ; therefore it may not be improper
here to annex a thort account of their {ucceffion.

I. Secretaries. Ifaac Addington, Efq. the firft fecretary, was appointed
by the charter, during pleafure. 'He died in 1715, and was fucceeded b
Captain Woodward, who refigned in 1717, in favour of Mr. Willard,
who kept his ftation in 1748.

- II. Vice Admiralty, The charter referves to the crown the exercife of
any admiralty court or jurifdition, by commiffion to be iffued under the
great {eal of the crown, or that of the high admiral or commiffioners for
executing that office. This court of vice-admiralty confifts of a judge,
a king’s advocate, a regifter, and a marfhal. A fole judge without a jury,
in cafes of high confequence; but there lies an appeal to the court of de-
legates in Great Britain.

- The fucceflion of judges was as follows:

Wait Winthrop, Efg. on the 22d of May, 1699, was appointed judge
of admiralty for New York, Maflachufets Bay, Conneicut, Rhode Ifland,
and New Hampthire. He was fucceeded by Mr. Atwood in that office, as
alfo for the Jerfeys; and, on the 10th of November, 1701, he appointed
Mr. Newton his deputy. Roger Monpeflon, Efq. on the 1ft of April,
1703, had a commiflion as judge for the fame colonies. Nathaniel Byfield,
Elq. bad the like commiffion granted on the 13th of December, . yacrd
John Menzies, Efq. on the 26th of Auguft, 1715, was appointed judge
for Maflachufets Bay, Hampthire, and Rhode Ifland. Upon the death
of Mr. Menzies in 1728, Robert Auchmuty, Efq. was appointed judge
pro tempore by Governor Burnet, who foon after reinftated Mr. Byfield :

but Mr. Auchmuty fucceeded him in 1733, and was fuperfeded by Cham-
bers Ruflel, Efq. in 1747.

All the officers of this court of vice-admiralty have a power of appoint-
ing deputies ; and Mr. Cradock was deputy-judge in 1748.

Aa g Befide
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Befide this court of vice-admiralty in each of the provinces and colo-

. nies, there is a jufticiary court of admiralty, for trial of piracies and other

crimes committed upon the high feas. The members of this court are
various in the different colonies ; but in the province of the Maflachufets
Bay, the judges are, the governor, the council, the fecretary, the judge of
vice-admiralty, the commander of the King’s ftation fhips of war, the
{furveyor-general of the northern diftri¢t of cuftoms, and the colleGor of
the cuftoms for the port of Bofton.

The furvey of the royal timber, efpecially of mafting trees, extends
over the northern provinces and colonies. The officers are appointed
from Great Britain; and are a furveyor-general, with four fubordinate
furveyors : the whole charge of this furvey is about 8oo /. fterling a year,
with confiderable riding charges, paid by the navy-office.

The officers belonging to the colle@ions of cuftoms are appointed by
the treafury-board, and warranted by the commiffioners of the cuftoms in

Great Britain; but in this province there are only the two colleGtions of
Bofton and Salem.

& A deputy auditor was commiflioned by the auditor-general in Great
Britain, to audit the treafurer’s provincial accounts; but, in 1721, this
was declared by the general aflembly of the province to be inconfiftent
with their charter, and was never afterward put in execution.

Beto overnor Shute returned to England, he received orders from
thence to get an eftablithed falary fettled on the governor ; but the affembly
were in no difpofition to leave the governor in a ftate of independency
upon them as to that article. The fame orders were fent to his fucceflor,
William Burnet, Efq. who moft firenuoully infifted on fuch an eftablith-
ment, purfuant to his inftru&ions ; but with as ill fuccefs. This interefted
conteft between the governor and the reprefentatives, occafioned much
warmth in the aflembly, and ill blood in the whole body of the people,
who had before their eyes the ruinous effects of the prodigality of Barba-
does to their governor, Mr. Worfley, which they daily groaned under,
and could not take one effe@tual ftep toward recalling it. Governor Bel-
cher had a falary of 200/ a year fettled upon him by the government of
New Hampihire; but the affembly of Bofton would not follow the leading
example. The council, indeed, were compliable, but the houfe of repre=

{entatives continued inflexible; therefore the governor diffolved the affem=
bly, and remained without any falary.

Before
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Before the houfe broke up, they made the following minutes on the
it of January, 1731. ¢ After the moft {erious confideration of his Ma-
Jefty’s infitrucion for fixing a falary on his Excellency and his fucceflors,
together with the rights and privileges of the people, we apprehend the
houfe ought not to accede thereto: but at the fame time we efteem it the
duty of this houfe, as well as their honour, willingly and unanimouily to

give their votes in pafling acts for the ample and honourable fupport of

his Majefty’s governor.” The people were of the fame fentiments with
their laft reprefentatives, whom they re-eleCted to compofe the new
aflembly, which was alfo diflolved on the fame account: but the third
affembly were equally refraltory as to the grand article of falary. They
ftill perfifted in their refolution to allow the governor 1000/ a year, and
leave the continuance of it to fucceeding aflemblies ; which the governor
accepted, and put an end for the prefent to this controverfy ; but the royal
injunction was {till infifted upon for eftablithing a falary on the governor.

A new difficulty was raifed in 1733 by the council and reprefentatives,
about the difpofal of the public money. The governor infifted fuch dif—
pofal was only in him; but the affembly, who gave the money, argued
from thence, that fuch right was only in them : however this debate was
determined by the Britith parliament, who voted, * That the complaint
from New England was frivolous and groundlefs, an high infult upon his
Majefty’s government, and tending to fhake off the dependency of the
faid colony upon Great Britain, to which by law and right they were and:
ought to be {ubje&.”

In fa&, there was flill fubfifting in this province a virtuous and public
{pirit, which is the principal fupport of any country : but it will be after—
ward feen, that this public {pirit of the Colonifts has not been always fo
well approved.

SECTION
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SECTION X

The fyflem of laws, government, and the civil adminifiration, e_'/i’ablz'j}:éd,‘,, |
the colony.

T may be obferved in general, that the mode of jurifdi&ion is much
the fame in all the four colonies of New England, by juftices of the

peace and their quarterly feflions ; by inferior county-courts of common

law; and by provincial fuperior courts for appeals.

They are divided into conftituted diftricts called townfhips; which are
a kind of bodies corporate, may fue and be fued, elect all proper officers,
fend deputies to the houfe of reprefentatives, and make bye-laws. The
management of townfhip affairs is in a few perfons, who are called Selet
Men, annually eleCted by the qualified voters of the townthips or diftrids.
In moft of the other Britifh colonies, their conftituted parifhes a& as bodies
corporate by cuftom ; the management is in veftry men, who generally
are for life, and the furvivors fupply vacancies.

In the four colonies of New England, juries are returned to the feveral
courts by eletion in certain quotas from the feveral townfhips, but not
by the appointment of the theriffs. ’

As to the colony of Maflachufets Bay in particular, it fhould be remem-
bered, that their original old charter was dated the 4th of March, 1629;
foon after which, the company in London chofe Mr. Winthrop governor,
and Mr. Dudley deputy-governor. At the firft meeting of the courtof
affiftants at Charles-Town, on the 23d of Auguft, 1630, they eftablifhed
rules of proceeding in all civil a&tions, and inftituted {ubordinate powers
for punifhing offenders. The fupreme authority being in the court of
afliftants, they refolved upon frequent meetings for the execution of it In
the manner formerly mentioned.

In 1634, the plantation was greatly increafed ; fettlements were extended
mote than thirty miles from the capital town; and it was thought high
time to have known eftablifhed laws, that the inhabitants might no longet
be fubje& to the varying uncertain judgments which otherwife would b¢
made concerning their a@ions. The minifters and fome of the laymen
were confulted about a body of laws fuited to the circumftances of the
colony both civil and religious. Committees of magiftrates and elders were

appointcd
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appointed almoft every year, for twelve years fucceflively ; and while they-
were fitting a code, particular laws, which were of the greateft neceflity,
were occafionally enacted ; the whole were collected together, ratified by
the court, and printed in 1648. Mr. Bellingham, of the magiftrates ;.
and Mr. Cotton, of the clergy, had the principal fhare 1 this work.

The expence of fettling the Maflachufets Bay colony, for the firft
twelve years, was about two hundred thoufand pounds fterling; and the
{ettlers were neither neceflitous nor criminals *, The chara&er of thefe
new planters, with the ftate and condition they were in before they left
England, and after their arrival in America, {o as to {ee the fource of the
peculiarities in their laws and cuftoms, has been confidered before; but
here is the place to make fome farther obfervations thereon. -

The chara&ter which the colony acquired, by the firi&ne{s and feverity
of their laws, induced many perfons of pious minds to come over them-
felves, and others to {end their children for education, many of whom re-
mained there. Pennfylvania, by a greater latitude in their fyftem, have
drawn inhabitants in much greater proportion; but the anceftors of the
New England people valued themfelves upon being a colony for religion ;.
and Mr. Penn had no other motive to found his colony than human:

policy..

Thofe who firft directed the {prings of government in New England!
acted fo far upon principle, that they did not choofe fuch punifhments for-
crimes, as were merely in proportion to their affeting the fafety or peace:
of fociety 5 a principle upon which the European nations have . been:
attempting to model their criminal laws for {feveral ages paft; but the new
colonifts annexed greater penalties to fome 1mmoralities and impieties than:
had been known 1n their native country ; this brought circumftances under-
the notice of the civil magiftrate, which would have efcaped it in Eng--
land ; and fome actions might have been judged criminal that would have:
appeared indifferent to minds lefs fcrupulous.

Murder, fodomy; witchcraft, and rape of a child under ten years of

age, were the only crimes made capital in the colony, which were fo in
England; and yet, from the above miftaken principle, the laws of the:
infant colony were more fanguinary than thofe of the mother-country ;;
for many offences were made capital in the former, which were not {o in:

the latter.. Thus homicide, was either murder, excufable homicide, or-

* Mr, Dummer’s defence of the New England charters. .

juftifiables;
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juftifiable; for they did not make the diftin&tion of manflaughter from
murder : becaufe the benefit of clergy was of popith extra, and burning
in the hand appeared to them a ridiculous ceremony.

Blafphemy, and man-ftealing, were alfo made capital : fo was adultery
with a married woman, both to the man and woman, although the map
was {ingle, and feveral have fuffered death upon this law : but male
adultery with an unmarried woman, was not capital.

Perjury, if wilful, with intent to take away the life of another, was
death, from Deut. xix. 16. but this crime was never made capital in
England, though it highly deferves that punithment: in this inftanc,
however, , the Maflachufets law appears to have agreed with the ciyil
law, the laws of Scotland at this day, and of fome other European

ftates.

A child above {ixteen years of age, that curfed, or fmote the father or
mother, unlefs provoked by cruelty, or unchriftianly neglected educa-
tion; and alfo a ftubborn and rebellious fon, according to Deut. xxi. 20,
upon convi¢tion, were to fuffer death. There have been feveral trials
upon this law ; but there appears only one conviction, and the offender
was pardoned in 1663.

High-treafon was not mentioned ; becaufe the royal authority had
funk before they agreed upon their code : but confpiracy to invade their
own commonwealth, or any treacherous perfidious attempt to fundamen-
tally alter and fubvert the frame of their polity and government, was
made a capital offence.

Rapine was left to the difcretion of the court, to punith with death,
or otherwife. This crime was not capital by the Jewith law, and for
that reafon it was not fo for many years by the colony law : but when
complaints were made againft the colony, in 1678, it was by law mad
capital. |

Several offences were capital upon a fecond convi@ion; as the retur:
ing of a Romifh prieft into the jurifdiction, after banifhment upon the
firft convittion ; and the law was the fame with refpe& to Quakers.

The denial of either of the books of the Old and New Teftament
which were all enumerated to be the written and infallible word 0

God, was either banifhment or death, for the fecond offence, at the qif'
, cretion
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cretion of the court; and, what is extraordinary, an inhabitant who:
was guilty of this offence upon the high-feas, was made liable to the

penalty.

Burclary and theft, in a houfe or fields, on a Lord’s Day, were capi=-
-tal upon a third conviction.

Thefe were all the offences which they made capital : but in' the firft:
draught of the laws, by Mr. Cotton, divers other offences were made:
capital.  Thus, profaning the Lord’s Day in a carelefs or fcornful ne--

lect or contempt thereof ; as in Numbers xv. 30—36. Reviling the ma--
giftrates in higheft rank ; that 1s, the governor and council ; as in Exod..
xxii, 18. 1 Kings xxii. 8, 9, 44. Defiling a woman efpoufed; as in:
Deut. xxii. 23—26. Inceft within the Levitical degrees. The pollu-
tion mentioned in Levit. xx. 13—16. Lying with a maid in her fa-
ther’s houfe, and keeping it fecret until the was married to another.

The punithment by death was erafed from all thefe offences by Mr..
Winthrop, who left them to the difcretion of the court to inflict any
other punithment not capital.

From the fame prejudice in favour of Ifraelitith cuftoms, a fondnefs
arofe, or at leaft was increafed, for fignificant names for children ; of
whom the three firft baptized in Bofton church were, Joy, Recompence,
and Pity. The humour fpread ; and the town of Dorchefter, in parti-
cular, was remarkable for fuch names as Faith, Hope, Charity, Deliver-
ance, Dependance, Preferved, Content, Prudent, Patience, Thankf{ul,
Hate-evil, Holdfaft, and others; many of which are ftill retained. in
fome families, in remembrance of their anceftors.

Profanation of the fabbath was ten fhillings pénalty.,

Fornication might be punifhed by enjoining marriage, by fines, or
corporal punithment; and a freeman, convicted of this offence, might
be disfranchifed. -

Idlenefs was no {mall offence; common fowlers, tobacco-takers, and
all other perfons who could give no good account how they fpent their
time, the conflables were required to prefent to the next magiftrate, and
the fele@-men of every town were required to overfee the families, to.
diftribute the children into clafles, and take care they were employed in.
fpinning and other labour, according to their age and condition.

YoL. 1, B b. . Contempt:

18
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Contempt of authority was punifhed with great feverity, by fines, im.
prifonment, or corporal punifhment.

Lefler offences, as all breakers of the peace, and alfo every dﬁ'ence
contra bonos mores, the court punifhed at difcretion, if there was no de.

terminate penalty.

Negroes were brought in very early among them: but they had 3
law againft {lavery, except prifoners taken in war.

In teftamentary matters, the county courts had jurifdi&tion by law,
They at firft {o far followed the civil law as to confider real eftates 3
mere bona, and did not confine themfelves to any rule of diftribution
then in ufe in England, and which were afterward more fully eftablifhed
by the ftatute of diftributions. They confidered the family and eftate
in all their circumftances, and fometimes afligned a greater portion fo
one branch than another ; fometimes they fettled all upon the widow;
in other cafes affigned the whole eftate to the adminiftrators, or to any
relation who would undertake to fupport or provide for the family, and
pay certain fums to the children when they came to age or marriage.
All this feems to be neceflary in a new plantation, where moft people
foon {pent what little perfonal eftate they had, in improvement upon
their lands.

When they eftablithed a general rule, they conformed very near to
the rules refpecting perfonal eftate in England, only they gave the eldeft
fon a double portion; and in the real eftate, the widow was generally
confidered for her dower enly ; but flill, according to the circumftances
of the eftate and family, the court would confider the widow, and al-
low her a greater or leffer part, and enjoin her to take care of the
children unable to provide for themfelves, in proportion to what fhe
received.  The common law was altered with refpe@ to fee-fimple
eftates, which defcended to every child : and it feems natural to fuppole
that eftates in fee-tail fhould defcend in like manner, except fo far &
the entail limited or cut the fee; as in gavelkind all the fons take a8
heir of the body : notwithftanding which, the conftru&ion of a general
tail was fuch, that the heir at common law took as heir of the body
the exclufion of other children : but traitors and felons might difpofe of
their eftates by will, after fentence; and, if they died inteftate, diftribu-
tion was made, as in other cafes, becaufe there were no forfeitures.

They held their lands as of the manor of Eaft Greenwich, in free

and common focage ; from whence they conceived that focage-tenure in-
cluded
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cluded all the cuftoms and properties of gavelkind. They made provi-
fion, by temporary laws, for the charges of government; which was
done for many years in the moft equitable way, by aflefling every inha-
bitant in proportion to the profits of his whole eftate : but after the ycar
1645, impofts and excifes were introduced.

Their military laws at firft were more fevere, and every perfon was
required to appear in arms once every month for military exercife; fome
few perfons in public office only excepted. This was afterward reduced
to eight times in a year, and at length to four. Every inhabitant was
to be furnifhed with arms and ammunition : but a few months actual
{fervice againft the Indian enemy in Philip’s war, made better foldiers,
than all their exercife at home had done in forty years. Upon the di-
vifion of the colony into regiments, colonels and lieutenant-colonels were
appointed to each regiment; which was of no long continuance ; for
afterward they had a ferjeant-major to every regiment, and a major-
general for the whole, who were chofen by the freemen: but the of-
ficers of the feveral companies were chofen by their men refpeitively,
and prefented to the general court for their approbation.

As to their legiflative and judiciary forms, with fome fpecial cuftoms,
it may be obferved, that their enalling ftyle was, ¢ It is ordered by this
court, and the authority thereof.” For many years, the governor, af-
{iftants or council, not under feven; with the deputies or reprefentatives,
in a legal capacity, voted together: but, in 1652, that the governor
and council thould fit and vote apart, {o as to conftitute a feparate nega-
tive. The governor, deputy-governor, and affiftants, or council called
magiftrates, were the fuperior court for appeals in civil cafes ; and were
the court of Oyer and Terminer in cafes of life, member, banithment,
or divorce. After they were conftituted two diftin& houfes, if they
happened to differ in any cafes of judicature civil or criminal, the affair
was to be determined by a vote of the whole court aflembled together.
The general court only had power to pardon condemned criminals:
no general court was to continue above a year ; and the governor when
prefent was prefident in all courts. The governor, deputy-governor, or
majority of the afliftants, might call a general affembly, which was not
to be adjourned or diffolved but by a vote of the fame..

The officers annually eleGted by the freemen in general, were, the:

governor, deputy-governor, affiftants, treafurer, major-general, admiral,,

commiffioners for the United Colonies, and fecretary..

Bb 2 : By
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'By an a& in 1641, the freemen had liberty to choofe deputies for the
general court, either in their own county or town, or elfewhere, as they
thought proper, fo as they were freemen inhabiting that jurifdiGion’
but this law was not re-enacted under the new charter adminiftration,

By a law made in 1654, no common attorney in any inferior court
was to be admitted to fit as a deputy in the general court or affen-
bly. In 1634, an order or law was made, that no trial fhould pafs upon
any for life or death, without a jury regularly chofen by freemen: byt
grand-juries were not legally eftablifhed until September 1635, when
about one hundred offences were prefented at the firft court. -

In criminal matters, a {pirit of virtue produced informers, withoyt
reproach to their charaQers ; and in criminal profecutions a bill was t
be regularly found by a grand jury, in which they were not very for-
mal ; becaufe fometimes the bill would be indorfed, that the jury had
firong grounds of fufpicion, yet not {ufficient evidence to put upon

trial.

As the colony increafed, and the fettlements extended remote from the

«capital, it was found neceflary to make a divifion into fhires or counties;

and courts were held in each county; fome had four in a year, others
two, and Main but one. Thefe courts were held by the magiftrates who
refided in each county, or any others who would attend, together with
fuch other perfons as the freemen of the county fhould nominate, and
the general court approve, fo as to make five in all, and any three to
hold a court, who had power to determine all civil caufes, and all crimi-
nal, that were not capital.

In feveral towns, a petty court was eftablithed for fmall debts and
trefpafles under twenty fhillings: and in every town the felect-men
had power to determine all offences againft the bye-laws of the place
under the penalty of twenty fhillings : but the bye-laws could not ex-
tend to matters criminal in their nature ; being limited to the regulation
of their buildings, fences, and ftreets; fo as to prevent nuifances, Of
improve conveniences, for the ufe and accommodation of the inhabi-
tants. ‘

Their judicial proceedings were in a particular fummary way ; and

they {feem to have not much regarded forms in books of entries. At firft, -

the parties {poke for themfelves ; but fometimes they were affifted by 2
patron,

i
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patron, or man of fuperior abilities, who gave his afliftance voluntarily,
without fee or reward.

As early as the year 1640, they made provifion for a public regiftry;
and no mortgage, bargain, fale, or grant of any realty was good, where
the grantor remained in pofleflion, againft any perfons, except the gran-
tor and his heirs, unlefs the fame was acknowledged before a magiftrate,
and recorded : and all grants that had been before made were to be ac-

knowledged and recorded. .

Every 1£1arriage, birth, and death was likewife regiftered, firft in the
town, and then in the county regifter; under a fine of twenty fhillings
for neglec.

For the firft twenty years, they ufed little formality in their deeds and
conveyances of titles to lands: but, in 1651, it was ordered, that no
eftate of inheritance thould pafs, unlefs it was exprefled in the deed or
conveyance, * To have and to hold to the grantee and his heirs for
ever,” or words to that effet: and o no eftate tail, except exprefled,
< to the heirs male of the body lawfully begotten for ever, or to the gran-
tee for life or term of years.”

Oaths were adminiftered with no other ceremony than holding up the
hand ; which was {ufficient to diftinguith a witnefs from the reft of the
court. Kifling, or laying the hand upon the book, was fcrupled, as an
idolatrous ceremony ; nor has it ever fince been practifed in any of the
governments in New England, except when fpecial commiffions from
- Creat Britain, to take depofitions to be ufed in the courts of judicature
there, have made it neceflary.

In 1652, it was ena&ed, that a Mint-houfe fhould be ere&ed at Bof-
ton, to coin filver of flerling alloy into 124. 64. and 5 d. pieces in va-
lue lefs than that of the prefent Englifh coin by 2 4. in the fhilling : the
ftamp to be, within a double ring ; on the one {ide, MASsSACHUSETS, with
a tree in the center ; on the other fide, NEw ENGLAND, with the year
1052 ; and the figures x11. vI. and 111 according. to the value of each
piece ; with a private mark. All the New England coin is dated 1652 ;
though they continued coining for fome years afterwards; which is a
prerogative of the fovereign, not of a colony : but fcarce any of this
coin appears at prefent; becaufe, with all other filver coin, it has been
ejected by a paper currency. Excepting Englith coin, no other was to
be current; and five per cent. for charges of coining, was allowed by

the

189



190

HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

the owners of the filver brought into the mint to be coined : but expor-
tation of this coin, except twenty fhillings for neceflary expences, was
prohibited, on pain of confifcation of all effects.

In the old charter times, the colony was at firft divided into the three
counties of Suffolk, Effex, and Middlefex ; but when they affumed the
jurifdition of New Hampfhire and province of Main, and fettled com-
pa&ly upon Conne&icut River, the colony, in 1671, was divided into

thefe counties :

Counties. Chief Towns.
1. Suffolk, Bofton.
2. Norfolk, Salifbury and Hampton.
3. Effex, Salem and Ipfwich.
4. Pifcataqua, Dover and Portfmouth.
5. Middlefex, Charles Town and Cambridge,
6. Yorkthire, York. :
7. Hampfhire, Northampton and Springfield.

But as they now ftand, the feveral counties, with their courts of ge-
neral quarter-feflions, and inferior court of common-pleas, are as follow:

1. Suffolk,

12

o IR lsie.
4. Hampthire,

5. Worcefter,

6. Plymouth,

7. Barnftaple,

. Eflex, —

g {At Bofton ; firft Tuefday of January, April,
July, and O&ober.

Salem ; fecond Tuefday of July, and laft Tuef
day in December; Newbury, laft Tuefday
in December : and Ipfwich, laft Tuefday in
March.

Cambridge; third Tuefday in May: Charles

—_— Town ; fecond Tuefday in December and

March : Concord ; laft Tuefday in Auguft

Springfield; third Tuefday in May; laft Tuef-

— { day in Auguft : Northampton ; fecond Tuel~
day in February and November.

Worcefter ; firft Tuefday in November and Fe-

— { bruary; fecond Tuefday in May; third
Tuefday in Auguft.
iPlymouth ; frft Tuefday in March; third
Tuefday in May, September and December.
{Barn_ﬂa_ple ; laft Tuefday in June; third Tuef
day in March, O&ober, and January.

8. Biriftol,
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Briftol ; fecond Tuefday in March, June, Sep-

8. Briftol, — { tember, and December.
York ; firft Tuefday in April, July, O&ober,
9. York, { and January : Falmouth ; firft Tuefday in
O&ober. R
G Duke s County, {Ed art(l):rr(l) &fz)rgte ;I'uefday in March ; laft Tuel-
N K Sherburne laft Tuefday in March; firft Tuef-
s antu; G { day in O&ober

The fuperior courts of judicature and affizes are alfo held in the follow-
ing manner :

i {Bofgrn; third Tuefday in Auguft and Febru-
Effon aei {Salem; fecond Tuefday in November: Ipf-
i wich ; fecond Tuefday in May.

. Middlefex, — iCambridge; firft Tuefday in Auguft: Charles
Town ; laft Tuefday in January.

b

(95}

4. Hampthire, —  Springfield ; fourth Tuefday in September.
5. Worcefter, —  Worcefter; third Tuefday in September.
6. Plymouth, —  Plymouth; fecond Tuefday in July.
g' girﬁgspéf)’ujg, 4 }B‘arnﬁaple; third Tuefday in July.
. )
9. Briftol, —  Briftol; fourth Wednefday in O&ober.
10. York, — York; third Wednefday in June.

By act of aflembly, occafionally but not ftatedly, the times of fitting
of thefe feveral courts alter, and as they may be varied from time to
time by als of the provincial aflembly, the above is only a temporary
account.

By charter, the general aflemblies are allowed to ere& judicatories ;
to hear and determine concermng pleas, whether real, perfonal, or
mixed ; and all manner of crimes, capital or not capital. In perfonal
ac"uom, where the matter in difference exceeds the value of 300/ fter-
ling, appeals are allowed to the king in council; provided fuch appeal
be made in fourteen days after judgment given; and that before fuch
appeal 1s allowed, fecurity be given by the appcllmts to the value of the

matter 1n controverfy, with cofts and damages, {o as execution is not
ftaid,

Their
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Their judicatories in civil a&ions were thus conftituted : 1. All a&ions
ander 10/. old tenor, which may now be about 2o0s. fterling, are at
firft inftance cognizable by a juftice of peace. 2. From thence lies an
appeal to the county court of common-pleas; which court {feems of no
great confequence, and generally ferves, without much pleadings, only
to tranfmit it to the fuperior and provincial court, perhaps the moft up-
right of any in the plantations: but all actions not exceeding the value
as above, muft originate in the inferior courts. 3. From the inferior
court of common-pleas, there is appeal to a fuperior or provincial court
in their circuits ; and this 1s alfo a court of Oyer and Terminer in civil
affairs. 4. From this court there is a review to the fame court of judges,
but of another jury. 5. There lies a liberty of petitioning the general
affembly, as a court of error, upon proper allegations, to order a re-
hearing before the fame fuperior court.

In each county, the governor and council appoint one high-theriff,
with a power of deputifing ; and any number of coroners, the judges
of the {everal courts, are genecrally accepted on recommendation from
the governor. '

The juries never were appointed by the theriffs of the counties; but
every townfhip, at a regularly called town-meeting, elected their quota
for the county.: but as fome defigning men officioufly attended thefe
townfhip-meetings, upon particular occafions, to obtain a packed or par-
tial jury, the jurors were afterward by lot, fome by chance, and others
by rotation : but the privilege of juries feems to give the people a nega-
tive, even in the executive part of the civil government.

In each county, befide the civil officers appointed by the governorand
council, and the rhilitary or militia officers appointed by the governor as
captain-gencral, there is a county-treafurer, and a county-regifter or re-
corder of deeds or real conveyances. Thefe officers are chofen by a joint
written vote of the qualified voters in each townthip of the county, and
forted in the next quarter-feflions: but the county-treafurers annually
render and pafs their accounts with a committee of the general affembly

The plantations and farms in the old townfhips near Bofton, are ge-
nerally become {mall, occafioned by a provincial a& of affembly, which
divides the real as well as the perfonal eftate of inteftates, among all the
children or collaterals. The people there are much bigotted to this pro-
vince law, and frequently die inteflate : but this humour is attended with
fome advantages; as where a farm thus becomes fmall, the poffeflor can-

3 3 not
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not live by it, and is obliged to fell to the proprictor of fome adjoining
farm, and move farther inland, where he can purchafe wafte land in
great quantities at an eafy raté, to the enlargement of the country im-
provements. Thus in the townfhips which now compofe the county of
Worcefter, about half a century ago, there were not above two hundred
families ; whereas, in the valuation in 1742, there were found in that
county about three thoufand two hundred taxable white male perfons,
though the number has been fince diminithed by the late wars upon that
continent.

The civil adminiftration may be divided into the fupreme court of Ie-
giflature, called the general-court or general-affembly of the province ;
and the fubordinate executive courts. The great and general-court, or
provincial aflembly, confifts of three negatives; the governor, council,
and houfe of reprefentatives, in the following manner :

1. The governor is by patentor commifhion from the king, durante bene
placito, with a book of inftruions, which are binding to him, though
not {o conclufive to the houfe of reprefentatives. The military govern-
ment by land and {ea is {olely vefted in the governor, who grants all com-
miffions in the militia; appointsall judges, juftices, and fheriffs; and he
has a negative not only in all bills of affembly, but likewife in all their
ele&tions of officers, that of a fpeaker not excepted. = Thus the governor
commiffions all militia and other military oflicers independently of the
council or aflfembly ; he nominates all civil officers, except thofe con-
cerned in the finances, and they are accordingly appointed with confent
of the couacil. He calls, diffolves, prorogues, adjourns, and removes
the general affembly at pleafure. Some governors have alfo refufed their
aflent to bills, refolves, and orders of the general-court; thus a dele-
gated power aflumes more than the fovereign authority ; for the Kings
of Great Britain, efpecially of late years, have never exerted this branch
of their royal prerogative, except upon fome extraordinary occafion.

The juft pecuniary profits of the governor have been always confider-
able, and of late years he has been allowed a falary of 1000 /. fleriing a
year. He has one-third of all cuftom-houfe feizures. The naval office
belongs to him, with many fees of various kinds; and in time of war
there are fees for granting letters of marque to private thips of war,
befide:many emoluments arifing from military tranfa&ions by land. The
governor, however, is not authorized by charter to imprefs men into the
military {ervice,. to march out of the province, without an at or refolve
of the general-court ; nor can he give his aflent to any a& for repealing

NoL. L e - any
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any of the flanding laws of the province, without a fufpending claufe;
that is, until a copy thereof be tranfmitted and laid before the king, to
whom the governor is accountable for his conduct upon complaints ex~
hibited againft him from the colony. .

2. The fecond negative in the legiflature is, that of the king’s or gover-
nor’s council, called the honourable board ; which confifts of twenty~
eight afliftants or counfellors, to be advifing and affifting to the governor,
and to conflitute one negative in the legiflature, fimilar to the Houfe of
Lords in Great Britain. They are annually chofen the laft Wednefday
in May, by a joint vote of the laft year’s counfellors, and the new houfe
of reprefentatives.

This negative is called THE BoARD ; but there feems to be fome in-
conveniencies in the conftitution of their power, for they ‘may be inti-
midated by the governor, who has a power of negativing the eleGion of
any counfellor, without alleging reafons; and they alfo ftand in awe
of the members of the third negativey as to their eleGtion by the houfe
of reprefentatives.

The council are aflifting to the governor, by their advice and confent
in appointing all civil officers, except thofe of the finances; and feven of
the council make a board. The governor and council have the probate
of wills, of granting adminiftrations, and of divorces; but they ap-
point a fubordinate judge of probates in each county. The governor
alfo, with the advice and confent of the council, nominates and appoints
judges, commiflioners of Oyer and Terminer, fheriffs, juftices of the
peace, and other civil officers ; but no fuch appointment is to be made
without fummons iflued feven days before unto fuch of the counfellors
as fhould be refiding within the province at that time. ‘

3. The third negative in the legiflative body is called ¢ The honourable
houfe of reprefentatives,” by whom the freemen are reprefented in their
lower houfe ; not by election from counties, cities, and boroughs, as i
Great Britain, and in fome of the Britith colonies; but from certain dif=
trits of land incorporated by the names of townfhips, very unequal in
extent. Thus Springtield contains upwards of one hundred thoufand
acres, and Medford does not contain above two thoufand acres ; but ge-
nerally they fhould be about fix miles {quare, or near twenty-three thou=
fand acres.

By
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By charter, each: place is impowered to depute two perfons and no
more ; yet Bofton is allowed to fend four, and might be allowed twenty,
confidering its taxes and number of inhabitants in proportion to the
whole colony reprefentations; but fuch proportions are not obferved in
Great Britain : the qualification of an elefor is forty fhillings a year free-
hold, or other eftate to the value of fifty pounds fterling.

By ads of aflembly, all townthips under one hundred and twenty
qualified voters, are reftricted to {end one reprefentative ; but with this rea-
fonable qualification, that no townfhip, confifting of lefs than eighty
legal voters, fhall be fined for not fending a reprefentative.

'The votes of the houfe of reprefentatives are regularly printed at
the public charge; one copy for each townthip, and another copy for
each member. The prefent ena@ing ftyle is, * Be it enacted by the
governor, council, and reprefentatives.” Thank{givings and fafts are
appointed by the governor and council, at the defire of the houfe of re-
prefentatives. When a joint committee of both houfes is appointed,
generally one-third is from the council, and two-thirds from the repre-

fentatives, who infift upon feveral privileges, and the following in par-
ticular:

1. That the governor’s inftructions from the fecretary of ftate of that
department, are recommendatory, but not obligatory upon the reprefen-
tatives of the people. And they alfo affert; that they are at liberty to
vary from any former grants to governors.

' ‘9. That the council may only concur or mot concur in a tax or an
other money-bill ; but may make no amendment; and the affair of f{up-
plying the treafury always originates in the houfe of reprefentatives.

‘Although the military are the abfolute prerogative of the crown, the

affembly, efpecially. the houfe of reprefentatives, have fometimes com-

plained and admonifhed the governor, upon extraordinary occafions, in
that refpedt.

Writs for calling a general affembly are to iffue from the fecretary’s
office thirty days before their meeting, directed to the fele@t-men, as re-
turning officers 5 the returns to be made into the {ecretary’s office one
day at leaft before the time prefixed for the meeting of the general af-
fembly. Aboutone hundred and fifty reprefentatives are fummoned ; and
forty confiitute a houfe. The penalty for non-attendance is five fhillings

L e = a day.
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a day. All reprefentatives, with one fon or fervant each, to have per-
fonal prote&tion during their feflions, except in cafes of treafon or fe-
lony: but about one-third of the towns, which have precepts fent them,

return no reprefentatives. | o

There are a few things in which this houfe of reprefentatives differs
from the praQice of the houfe of commons in Great Britain ; particu-
larly, that a reprefentative muft be refident in the townthip for which

he is ele@ed; and that counfellors or reprefentatives may ferve their
country wpon wages. : |

As to Taxes., and Valuations, it is only neceflary to obfen_fe 3 T. That
the provincial Taxes of Maffachufetts Bay confift of three articles; exeife,

impofts, and rates. | .

I. Excife, as fettled, by a& of aflembly, is upor: brandy, rum, and
other fpirits diftilled ; lemons, oranges, and limes. Bofton, with
the reft of the county of Suffolk’s excife, in 1748, was farmed for
10,000/, old tenor, being about 1000/ fterling: but this tax has
been greatly augmented fince that time.

II. Impoft, is by tonnage upon foreign wines and goods ; upon falt,
cotton-wool, and provifions, the growth of the colony: but prize-
goods condemned in any part of the province, and goods from
Great Britain, are exempted from impoft.

III. Rates, are taxes upon polls and eftates: polls are all white men
of fixteen years of ageand upward : eftates are real, perfonal,' and
faculty, or income arifing from their trade and bufinefs. Thofe
exempted from polls and rates are, the governor, lieutenant-gover-
nor, and their families; the prefident, fellows, and ftudents of
Harvard College ; fettled minifters and grammar fchoolmafters; as
alfo perfons deemed invalids, by age, infirmities, and poverty.

The annual f{upplies, or appropriations, are in many articles : thus, of
the 400,000/ old tenor in 1748, there were granted the following
fums: |

For garrifons, armed veflels, forces upon the eaftern £

and weftern frontiers, — 160,000
Warlike ftores and commiffaries diburfements, 136,000
Allowances and grants, e 72,000

Expended
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: L.

Expended where no eftablifhment, 12,000
Contingencies, — — 2,000
Reprefentatives wages, —_— —— 18,000

Total L. 400,000

Eram e,

With regard to money-aﬁ"airé; as the emiflion of public provincial bills.

of credit, called paper-money ; fupplies of the treafury; and govern-

ment charges ; all thefe, at various times, have been exprefled in dif-

ferent tenors ; as old tenor, middle tenor, new tenor firft, and new tenor
fecond ; which laft was about twelve per cent. worfe than new tenor firft,
though they have pafled indifferently at the fame value. Thefe various
tenors, if reduced to old tenor the original, and to a proper ftandard
of exchange with London, compared with the value of currencies in the
other Britith Colonies as they ftood in 1748, will appear thus ::

For 100/. fterling, the currency was for New England 1100 /. New
York 190/ Eaft Jerfeys 190./. Weft Jerfeys 18c/. Pennfylvania 180 /.
Maryland 200/. Virginia 120/. to 125/ North Carolina 1600 /.. South

Carolina 750 /.Barbadoes 130/ Antigua 170 to 180/ St. Chriftopher’s.

160/, and Jamaica 140/

SECTION
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SECTION XL
The ecclefiaftical conflitution of the colony 5 the umwverfity, and flate of

learning there.

I T was one great defign of the firft planters of the Maffachufets colony,
to obtain for themfelves and their pofterity the liberty of worfhipping
God in fuch manner as appeared to them to be moft agreeable to Haly

“Writ. ‘They did not {uppofe the form of epifeopal government to be e

joined by divine authority; and they knew very well,” that, upon thei
arrival in America, they would be no longer fubje& to any diocefan i
England. They muft however have fuppofed fome form of church-go-
vernment would be neceflary ; yet they were far from being determined
what it fhould be. The New England Puritans, when at full liberty,
went the full length which the Separatifts did in England; but it does
not follow that they would have done fo if they had remained in their
mother-country. Upon their removal, they fuppofed their relation both

‘to the civil and ecclefiaftical government, except fo far as a fpeeial referve

made by their charter, was at an end, and that they had right to forn

Tuch new model of both as was moft agreeable to their fituation and dir

cumfitances.

They feem to have had no fettled plan of church-government until the
arrival of Mr. Cotton in 1633, who projeGed the plan of government of
the New England churches, which from that time took the name of con-
gregational. 'This was called the middle way between Brownifm and
Prefbyteriani{m, and is faid to be diftinguithed by the four following cha~
raCeriftics :

1ft, The fubje& matter of the vifible church; that is, faints by calling,
fuch as are acquainted with the principles of religion, who profeh

their faith, and the manner how they were brought to the knowledg
of God by faith in Chrift.

2d, The conflitutive part of a particular vifible church ought tobe#
mutual covenanting, to walk together in the Chriftian communioh
according to the rule of the gofpel.

ad, No chu.rch' ought to be of larger extent, or greater number,. than

may ordinarily meet together in one place, for the celebration?
divine worfhip.

a 4th, There
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4th, There is no jurifdi&tion to which particular churches ought to be
{ubjed, by way of authoritative cenfure.

_ Thefe are faid to be the principles upon which a platform of church-go-
vernment was eftablithed. By the law eftablifhed in the colony, no man
could have a fhare in the adminiftration of civil government, or give his
voice in any ele&ion, unlefs he was a member of one of the churches.

‘The minifters of the feveral churches in Bofton have always been {up-~
ported by a free weekly contribution: but in the country towns compul-
fory laws were found neceflary ; thus, in 1654, the county-courts were
empowered to affefs upon the inhabitants of the feveral towns, which
negle@ed the fupport of the miniftry, a {um {ufficient to make up the
defed, agreeable to the condition on which the lands were granted.

They laid afide the fafts and feafts of the Church of England, and fre-
quently appointed days of thankfgiving, as occafion required. Befide oc-
cafional fafts, they conflantly appointed a day for fafting and prayer,
every vernal period, to implore the divine bleflings upon their affairs the
enfuing year: and in the autumnal feafon they had a day of thank{giving
for the favours conferred upon them in the preceding year. By a law of
the colony, every perfon abfenting himfelf from the public worthip, on
thefe days, without fufficient excufe, was liable to five fhillings fine.

During the fifty years the old charter continued, there were few
inftances of any fociety of Chriftians profefledly differing in doérine,
difcipline, or form of worfhip from the eftablifhed churches. The num-
ber of Baptifts was fmall : the Quakers came over in {fmall parties; nor

was there any epifcopal church in any part of the colony, until the chartex
was vacated.

They were called Independents, becaufe every congregation was inde-
pendent of the other churches; but not independent of the civil govern—
ment. A church confifted only of fo many people as could conveniently
meet together in one audience, and under covenant among them{elves. A
vote of their brotherhood made and unmade their minifter, elders, and
deacons; nor could a minifter adminifter but to his own congregation.
They allowed of communion with other churches in word and prayer;
but not in facraments and difcipline : and though they advifed with neigh-
bouring churches, they were under no obligation to follow their advice.

After fome time they flill became more moderate and {ociable, when
they convertzd the deflignation Independent to that of Congregational.
A]though;
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Although they retained the notion of an independent fupreme ecclefiaftical
power in each congregation, they allowed that fometimes it might be
expedient to have the advice of fynods and councils. Thus infehfibly and
naturally, for the fake of good order, they fell into the Prefbyterian mode;
and, in fa&, have had feveral {fynods appointed by the civil legiflature.

In 1718, it was propofed in the general aflembly to call a fynod of the
congregational churches of the province of Maflachufets Bay ; but this
was rejeed, becaufe, by the aét of union of England and Scotland in
1707, it was provided that the Church of England government, in all the
Englith Colonies, fhould be for ever eftablifhed. -

The teft went a great way toward producing a general uniformity;
and he that refufed to conform was deprived of more civil privileges
than a Nonconformift was deprived of by the teft in England; but both
of them muft have occafioned much formality and hypocrify. Befide this
teft, another reafon may be afligned. = As good, if not better lands than
any in the colony lay contiguous to it; and men of different opinions
chofe to remove where they might enjoy both civil and religious liberty,
rather than remain and be deprived of either: {o that, in this way, birth
and quick growth were given to a neighbouring colony, which admitted
perfons of all religions, and gave equal privileges in general ; therefore
as foon as what they called a feGary {prang up in the Maffachufets colony,

it was tranfplanted to Rhode Ifland.

Befide the fynodal conformity, the Independents of New England
became lefs contradted and of more extenfive charity in other articles; fo
that, at prefent, the Congregationalifts may be efteemed among; the moft
moderate and charitable of thofe who profels the do&rines of Chriftianity.

Although a church properly confifted of no more perfons than could
eonveniently meet together in one place, cemented by a holy covenant,
and admitted into church-memberfhip by perfonal public confeflion; yet
now they have relaxed of that rigidity, and particularly in the following

inftances :

1. In many of their churches they do not require that perfonal public
confeflional appearance to be admitted into church-memberfhip, but
enly a private application to their paftor or minifter, to be communicate
to the church only, if required. 2. They admit occafionally members of

v}
minifter may occafionally adminifter the facraments to a neighbouri{lg

vacant church. 4. The brethren of the church, at the ordination ‘cg a
miniteh
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minifter, do not lay on hands; but it is done by the laying on of the
hands of the minifters of fome neighbouring churches invited for that
purpofe ; and this is a confiderable feftival day in the townfhip or parifh.

5. A lay-elder may teach and perform all offices except the adminiftration
of the facraments.

After all that may be faid in favour of the ecclefiaftical conftitution,
the firength of it lay in the union with the civil authority. The ufual
way of deciding differences and controverfies in churches, it is true, was
by a council, confifting of the elders and other meflengers of neighbouring
churches; and when there was a general agreement in fuch councils,
the contending parties ufually acquiefced ; but if the council happened to
differ in apprehenfions among themfelves, or if either of the contending
parties were contumacious, it became a common thing for the civil ma-
giftrate to interpofe and terminate the difpute.

In a New England ordination, five diftin& parts are required: 1. A
preparatory prayer. 2. A fuitable fermon. 3. A charge. 4. Another
prayer. 5. The right-hand of fellowfhip ; but fome join in the impofi-
tion of hands. ‘

“The minifters of the congregational perfuafion in the province of Mal-
fachufets Bay continue to meet annually about the time of the general pro-
vincial eleGtion of counfellors; not by afluming any ecclefiaftical autho-
1ity, but only by way of brotherly intercourfe.

The firft Church of England congregation formed in New England was
at Bofton in 1679; it till fubfifts and flourifhes; and, befide a rector in
the election and at the charge of the congregation, there is an annual
royal bounty for an afliftant-minifter or leGturer. In 1748, there were
about two hundred and fifty Independent congregations in the new charter
province of Maflachufets Bay; as alfo {feven miflionary congregations;

befide fome congregations of Irith Prefbyterians, Baptifts, Quakers, and
new Separatifts or Methodifts.

Of Harvard College.

It was thought neceflary to ere&t a collegiate {chool for the education
of youth, and as a feminary for a fucceflion of able and learned gofpel-
minifters. The general aflembly, in 1630, granted 4oo0/. toward the
eftablithment of fuch a fchool or college at New Town, about {ix miles

Vor, I, Dd from
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from Bofton; but that money was not then applied, becaufe it was infuf-
ficient to anfwer the purpofe intended ; and the defign was neglected until
1638, when the reverend Mr. John Harvard, lately come from England,
died at Charles Town, of which he was minifter, and by his will be-
queathed 779/ 17s. 24d. to carry on this ufeful work. Upon his deceafz,
a committee was chofen to manage the undertaking, which now met with
encouragement from the other colonies ; and feveral private gentlemen
contributed liberally toward it. When the building was erected at News
Town, that place, upon this account, was called Cambridge, which name
it has ever fince retained ; and the college, in honour of its great bene«
fadtor, received the name of Harvard College.

- It was mo better than a fehola illufiris, or an academical free-fchool, |
for the firft ten years, under the direction of certain overfeers, as appears
by an a& paffed by the general court at Bofton in 1642.

The income of a ferry between Bofton and Charles-Town was granted
to the college, which is now lett at 6oo/. New England currency, or 6ol
fterling a year; and this ferry is about three miles from Cambridge ; which
town increafed and enlarged in the number of houfes and inhabitants.

This was the conftitution of the college until the year 1650, when it
was incorporated by a provincial charter. Thomas Dudley, Efq. was then
governor of the colony, and Mr. Henry Dunftar was prefident of the
college, which was f{ituated in a healthful foil. ;

The college-building confifted of a triangular court, whofe front was
open to the fields. The building on the firft fide was in 1672, bya
contribution through the whole colony of 189572 2. g d. whereof Bofton
furnifhed 8oo/. and it was called by the former name of Harvard College.
The building on the bottom-fide was ereted in 1699, at the charge of
Lieutenant-governor Stoughton, and was called Stoughton College, which
confifted of {ixteen chambers. The third fide was built in 1720, at the
charge of the province, and was called Maflachufets Hall, confifting of
thirty-two chambers. Befide this court, there was a houfe for the prefi-
dent at fome diftance from the court; and at a {fmall diftance behind, the
Harvard fide of the court waé a neat chapel, the gift of Mrs, Holden of
London, widow of Mr. Holden, a late direor of the Bank of England.

Harvard College being built, a foundation was laid for a public library;
which was a work of abfolute neceflity ; as books were fo fcarce in the

country, that it was umpoflible for the ftudents to purchafe them. %hg
r
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firft furniture of this library was the books of Do&or William Ames, the
famous profeflor of divinity at Franequer, whofe widow and children
tranfported themfelves and their effe@s into thefe parts. Several gentle-
men alfo in England made very valuable prefents to it, fome of books,
and others of mathematical inftruments, {o that before the end of the cen-
tury it was increafed to between three and four thoufand volumes: and
if the Cambridge library in New England could not pretend to rival the
libraries of European univerfities, yet it contained a colle&ion of the moft
valuable authors that have wrote in the learned languages, and was un-
doubtedly the beft furnifhed of any in thofe parts of the world.

This univerfity never conferred any degree above Mafter of Arts upon
any of its members, except Dr. Increafe Mather ; for the charter by which
they were incorporated gave them no farther powers ; nor was it ufual to
confer the degree of Mafter of Arts upon any but thofe who were of {even
years ﬁandmg in the college. Some attempts were made in the beginning
of the reign of King William and Queen Mary to obtain a new charter,
whereby their powers might be enlarged, and they might be capable of
conferring the degrees of Batchelor “and Do@or in Divinity, after the
manner of the European wniverfities ; but without fuccefs.

The refident inflru€tors of youth were lately a Prefident, four tutors or
philofophy profeflors, the Hollifian profeflor of Divinity, the Hollifian
profeflor of Philofophy, and a profeflor of Hebrew. The income or re-
venue of the college was not fufficient to defray its charge ; therefore fome
of that body received an additional allowance. The four tutors, or pro-
feflors of Philofophy, had from 300 to 400/. old tenor a year, with fome
little perquifites. In 1672 there was not a {cholar to commence ; and of
late there were ten Hollifian {cholars at 10/, old tenor a year. But Mr.
Holyoke, the prefident in 1748, was voted 1400/. a year old tenor, out
of the province treafury, befide the rents of Maflachufets Hall. Do&or
Wigglefworth, the Hollifian profefior of Divinity, had a falary advanced
to 380/ old tenor; and the Hollifian profeflor of Philofophy had the
fame falary.

Proteftants of any denomination might have their children educated
..and graduated there ; but, in 1746, there were only twelve ftudents who
" commenced Bachelors.

Upon the continent of North America there are four colleges; of
which two are by charters from home. That of Virginia was dated in
Bd 2 1692 ;
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1692 ; and that for the New Jerfeys in 1746 ; but the other two were
incorporated by provincial or colony charters; Harvard or Cambridge
College of Maflachufets Bay, and Yale College of Connecticut.

204

~ Harvard College never had any remarkable accéident or misfortune upg
lately, when the whole was deftroyed by fire.

A building adjacent to the college was ereGed for the education of
Indians, at the charge of ¢ the Corporation for propagating the Gofpel
in New England,” and was called Indian College; but it had no effed,

and is converted into a printing-houfe.

SECTION
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SECTION XIL
The climate, foil, produce, and trade of the colony.

TH E Englith planters, at the beginning, promifed themfelves great

advantages from the foil of New England ; and imagined they were
opulent, as they had the property of fo great an extent of territory.
The general court allowed no more than two hundred acres of land, in
the firft dividend, for fifty pounds fterling advanced to the plantation;
but the planters foon found by experience, that their improved lands
were of no greater value than the labour and expence of fubduing them:.

Several opinions, which at firft prevailed, both of the foil and climate,
have been preferved. 'Wood was a writer of fertile imagination, and
lived in the country four years, which appears to have been about the
year 1636 : He fays, “ the foil 15, for the general, a warm kind of
earth, there being little cold {pewing land, no moorith fens, no quag-
mires; the loweft grounds are the marfhes, over which the fea flows
every full and change. Thefe marfhes are rich ground, and bring plenty
of hay, of which the cattle feed, and like as if they were fed with the
beft up-land hay in New England, of which there 1s great ftore that
grows commonly between the marfhes and the wocds. The meadow-
ground lies higher than the marfhes, whereby it is freed from the over-
flowing of the feas; and befide this, in many places where the trees
grow thin, there 1s good fodder to be got among the woods. There are
likewife 1n divers places near the plantations great broad meadows,
wherein grow neither fhrub nor tree, lying low, in which places grows

as much grafs as may be thrown out with a {cythe, thick and long, as

high as a man’s middle, fome as high as the fhoulders, fo that a good
mower may cut three-load in a day. Many object that this 1s but coarfe
fodder ; and true it is, that it is not {o fine to the eye as Englith grafs;
but, being made into hay, the cattle eat it as well as lea-hay, and like
as well with it. The worft that can be faid againft the meadow-grounds
is, that there is but little edifh or after-pafture, which may proceed from
_the late mowings more than any thing elfe. For the more upland grounds,
there are different kinds ; in fome places clay, others gravel, fome a red
fand ; all which are covered with a black mould, in fome places a foot
deep, in others not fo much. Such is the ranknefs of the ground, that
it muft be fown the firft year with Indian corn, which is a foaking grain,
‘before it will be fit to receive Englifh feed. He preferred it before the

2 counties:
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counties of Surry or Middlefex, which, if they were not enriched with
continual manurings, would be lefs fertile than the meaneft grounds in
New England ; wherefore it was not impoﬁible,»ngr much improbable,
that, upon improvements, the foil may be as good in time as England,”

This account of the country is not unfavourabe ; but a different idea
of it was given in an anonymous manufeript, which was fent to England
in 1637, and aflerts, *“ That the foil, for the nature of it, was mixed ;
the upland rather participated of fand than clay; yet Englifh rye liked
it not; an argument it was both cold and barren. That the low-lands
were for the moft part covered with underwoods; and the foil, which
was a mixture cf clay and fand, feemed to have been fattened by the
continual fall of leaves from the trees growing thereon. That this fol
was like the woodland in England, beft at firflt, yet afterward grows more
barren. That this raifed the report of {fo rich a foil ; but thofe that
came after found, by dear experience, that affeCtion, not judgment -
was the author of it; for after five or {ix years, it grew barren beyond
belief : and whereas, after the land in England proved fertile for grafs,
this yielded none at all; but, like the land about Dunftable, put on the
face of winter in the time of fummer. The author, however, believed,
that if they had marle, lime, or other manure, that barremnefs might in
part be cured ; but then they were deflitute of thofe fupplies. That the
natural coldnefs confuted the opinion of thofe who conceived it to be
orginally fertile ; and experience confirmed this to be true; for beans,
millets, fitches and roots, which delight in a cold foil, profpered here
alike.  That hay they had of the low-lands, fuch as it was; which he
thought inferior in goodnefs to reed and fedge in England ; for it was fo
devoid of nutritive virtue, that their beafts grew loufy with feeding
upon it, and were much out of heart and liking ; befide, it bred among
them {undry difeafcs which they knew not how to cure. That fome had
learned to make better provifion, by burning the grafs when it was near
ripe, and fo fuffering a new crop to {pring out of the athes of the old:
this they cut down, before it was half ripe, and made it into hay; but

this proved like after-meath in Old England, not fit to labour with,

yielding a faint nourithment, which brought the cattle {o low, and many

~times to difeafes of which they feldom recovered.”

Another manufcript account, of fome later date, fays, that ¢ the air of
the country was fharp, the rocks many, the trees innumerable, the grafs
little, the winter cold, the fummer hot, the gnats in fummer biting, and
the wolves at midnight howling : but if it was to be looked upon as the
mcans of grace, 1. might be called a Canaan.”

Mr.
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Mr. Hubbard could make a better judgment, as he wrote his manu~
feript hiftory about the year 1680, and fays, ¢ As for the foil, it was
for the general more mountainous and hilly than otherwife, and in many
places very rocky and full of ftones, yet intermingled with many plains
and valleys, fome of which were fandy and inclinable to barrennefs, ef-
pecially thofe which abounded with pitch-pines, and there were many fuch;;
as likewife many fwamps or boggy places full of {mall bufhes and under-
woods ; but here and there were many rich and fertile{pots of land, fuch
as they called interval land, in level and campaign grounds, that often-
times were overflown by the channels of water running befide them,
which was fuppofed to enrich the foil ; the fatnefs of the earth wathed
by the rains, and melting of the {now from' the furface of the higher
parts of the country, being, by thofe floods, caft upon the levels which
lie by the fides of thofe greater ftreams. In many fuch places, their
land has been known to be fown or planted full forty years together,
without any confiderable abatement of the crop, never failing of thirty
or forty bufhels an acre. But for the generality of the {oil, it was of a
lighter fort of earth, whofe fruitfulnefs was more beholden to the influ-
ence of the heavens, advantage of the feafon, fkill and induftry of the

tiller, than to the firength of its own temper. Such as came thither

firt upon difcovery, chanced to be there in the firft part of the fummer,
when the earth was enriched with herbs and flowers, flourithing with
fuch early fruits as weather-beaten travellers are wont to refreth them-
{elves with beholding ; as ftrawberries, goofeberries, ralpberries, cherries,
and whorts, as they obferved who firft landed about Martha’s vineyard,
from whence they promifed themfelves and their fucceflors a very flourith-
ing country, as they did who landed firft upon the coaft of Florida. All
forts of grain fown in the {pring, were found to grow pretty naturally
there. - The cold oftentimes proved {o extreme as to kill that which was
committed to the ground before winter.”

From thefe feveral accounts fome judgments may be made of the
opinion the firft Colonifts had formed of the country. Experience con-
vinced many of them, that the value of the land when cleared, would
make but poor wages for their labour in clearing it. However, it is a
happy thing, that a fondnefs for frecholds to tranfmit to pofterity, with
privileges annexed to them, excited fo many of the firft planters of
America to hard labour, and fupported them under hard fare. A
great part of this vaft continent, filled with wild beafts, and f{avage
men fearcely fuperior to them, now affords the neceffaries and conveni-
ences of a civilized life. Hiftory affords no inflance of fuch great im-

| 6 provements
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provements in fo fhort a time. The fame paffion flill continues, and af-
fords a profpect of the like happy effet to diftant pofterity.

There are timber of many forts in the colony, and particularly feveral
kinds of pine-trees, whereof the principal are the white-pine, a beauti-
ful tree of the beft ufe for mafting and joiner’s work ; and the pitch-pine,
which produces pitch, tar, rofin, turpentine, and oil of turpentine;
various kinds of oaks ; the principal for fhip-building, and other conftruc-
tions, are the white-oak, which is the beft; the {wamp-oak, and the
black-oak.

The white-pine, or mafting-pine, is of very large dimenfions; and, in
1736, near Merrimack River, a little above Dunftable, was cut a white
pine ftrait and found, feven feet eight inches diameter at the butt-end,
The commiflioners of the navy feldom contra& for any exceeding thirty-
fix inches diameter at the butt-end ; and to be fo many yards in length
as they are inches in diameter at the butt-end.

The commiffioners of the navy agree from time to time with contrac-
tors to furnith certain numbers of {pecified dimenfions of mafts, yards
and bowfprits, with his Majefty’s licence for cutting {fuch trees. But the
late contrats have been from Pifcataqua Harbour in New Hampihire,
and Cafco Bay in the province of Main. The maft-thips built peculi-
arly for that ufe, are generally about four hundred tons, navigated with
about twenty-five men, and carry from forty-five to fifty good mafts
each voyage.

By the new charter granted in 1691, all trees fit for mafts, of twenty-
four inches diameter and upward, twelve inches from the ground, grow-
ing upon land not granted to any private perfons, were referved to the
crown ; and the penalty for cutting any fuch referved trees was a hun-
dred pounds fterling per tree: and by feveral a&s of the Britifh parlia-
ment, this penalty has been extended to all the American provinees, and
penalties fixed on the cutting or deftroying white-pines.

- New England abounds in faw-mills of cheap and flight work, gene-
rally carrying a fingle faw. One man and a boy attending on a mill
may, in twenty-four hours, faw four thoufand feet of white-pine boards,
which are generally one inch thick, and of various lengths, from ffteen
to twenty-five feet; and of different widths, from one foot to two feet
at a medium ; and it is reckoned that forty boards make a thoufand feet.

Thele
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Thefe mills commonly ftand upon {mall ftreams, becanfe cheap fitted; but
with the following inconveniencies. 1. As the country is cleared of
wood and brufh, the rivulets dry up. 2. In living {fmall ftreams, there
15 not water fufficient to drive the wheel in fummer. 3. In the winter

they are frozen up.

Colonel Dudley, in his frequent furveys of new townfhips about fifty
or {ixty miles inland, obferved white-afh trees, ftrait and without branch-
ings for about eighty feet, and about three feet diameter at the butt-end.
It 1s as light and much tougher than white-pine; therefore it has been
imagined that thefe trees would make fironger mafts : but then the land-
carriage for {o great a diftance 1s inconvenient.

There are five different kinds of firs in New England ; {fome of which
are cut into deal-boards, and their bark is ufed by the tanners. The
fpruce or true fir grows ftrait and tapering ; is very beautiful, and ufed
as fpars ; but it is apt to caft or warp; and being too flexile is not fit
for large mafts or yards. Its twigs with the leaves are boiled with a beve-
rage made of molafles, and is efteemed good in the fcurvy and the like
foulnefles of the blood.

‘The white fpruce fir grows in fwamps or marfhes : there are alfo the
red {pruce, the black fpruce, and the fir turpentine-tree, commonly called
the Balfam of Gilead-tree of Nova Scotia.

There are feveral kinds of oaks, but the white-oak only is required
by contra& with the fhip-builders for conftru&ion of fhipping.

The American pitch-pine, which furnithes the naval ftores of turpen-
tine, tar, pitch and rofin, grows on a dry fandy foil, and has leaves
about three inches long : -but in New England there is another diftinét
pitch-pine, called yellow-pine, whofe wood has a yellow caft, but does
not yield turpentine fo plentifully as the pitch-pine of Carolina, which
is harder and firaiter than that of New England, fo as to be ufed for
mafting, and fawed into boards for the Weft India iflands,

The horn-beam and the button-trees are ufed for windlaffes, blocks,
and turnery work : red-cedar is of excellent ufe for pofts fixed in the
earth, and will hold good for a century. The common chefnut of
North America bears a {maller fruit, with a capfula not fo much echi-
nated as in Europe ; but it rives well, and is moft durable for rails in
fencing of lands. j

VoL. L. F e In
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In North America are fo many different kinds of walnuts, that ¢he -
hunters of the woods report there are almoft as great a variety of wal.
nuts as apples: but their general diftin&tion is into black and white,,
from the colour of the wood.

Apple-trees are all from Europe, and flourith very well. The begin-.
ning of OQober is the height of cyder-making. Ten or twelve barrels.
of apples are required to make one barrel of cyder, which affords abous
one gallon of proof {pirits.

Cherry-trees are natives of New England, and of different kinds, '
Grape-vines are natives of New England, and of feveral diftin& kinds.

Saffafras is plentiful in New England, though not of {o ftrong a per-
fume as farther fouth.

There are great varieties of goofeberries, currants, ra{pberries, bram-
bles, wild-rofes, and other fuch productions, unneceffary to be particu=
larly mentioned ; as alfo are their beafts, birds, fithes, and other things

- that relate more peculiarly to natural hiftory. It may, however, be ob-

ferved, that Plumier, in his four voyages to America, difcovered nine
hundred new plants, efpecially in the capillary tribe, with which North
America abounds ; and that Douglas arrived to the defcriptions of about
eleven hundred indigenous plants in the Maflachufets. colony..

Grain is produced of various forts ; but fcarcely any of them are natural
or fpontaneous. Indian corn is the principal: rye and French beans
thrive tolerably well © all kinds of Englith grain are fown, yet they fel-
dom grow kindly. Flax grows well, and employs a confiderable num~
ber of hands in the linen manufadtory ; but the foil appears not ftrong
enough for hemp.

The farmers in New England, by fowing their feed early, the ground
being prepared in ridges to throw off the rains and melting fnows, raife
winter-wheat and rye with good fuccefs ; but their great difcouragement
has been the blaft. Sir Henry Frankland, feveral years ago,\imported
from Lifbon the feed of {fummer-wheat, which has. been lefs fubje& to
blaft than any other ; and it ripens about fix weeks from the fowing, i
the Maffachufets colony. It has been generally remarked, that between
the firft and tenth of July, the honey dew falling upon the wheaty
caufes the ruft or blaft, if the following morning is hot and calm; but

ordinarily,
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erdinarily, if the wheat be fown early, it will be fo forward that the
grain will not fuffer by it in that time. An idle opinion prevailed among
the populace, that fince the execution of the Quakers, wheat has always
blafted ; but this folly was equal to that cruelty.

As the Indian-corn requires frequent ploughings, befide what are now
called horfe-hoeings, as alio hoeing and hilling by hand, the land 1s pul-
verized, and then there is fine tilth neceflary for Englith grain the next
year. Indian corn is alfo gathered late, after the frofts fet in; and if
the corn has been well tended, there will be no grafs or weeds when the
frofts break up in the {pring; immediately after which it fhould be
ploughed for the Englifh grain.

The natural upland grafs of the country, commonly called Indian-
orafs, is poor fodder, perhaps not better, if fo good, as barley-ftraw.
Cattle, remote from the fea, muft have falt, and a little falt hay would
undoubtedly be grateful to black cattle, horfees, and fheep, which may
be kept alive through the winter with it; but all creatures prefer Eng-
lith-hay when they can have both.

Land of a tolerable quality, where Enaglifh-grafs, a name given to
all imported grafles, has been mowed, they now find by experience
will afford after-feed until the fevere frofts wither the grafs. It has been
made a queftion, whether the feed of the white-clover is not in the
earth in all parts of the country? The New England farmers affirm,
and there is no doubt of the fa&, that if they break up new ground in
the woods where no dung has ever been fpread, and lay it down the
next or the fame year, and give it a thin coat of athes, the white-honey-
fuckle comes in as thick as if the feed had been fown : but fome are of
opinion, that the plant and flower differ from the Englith honey-
fuckle.

The two great rivers in this colony are, 1. Merrimack, which comes
from the fork near Endicot’s tree, where Pomagewaflet River and the
difcharge of the Pond or Lake Winipifinket meet, and acquire the name
of Merrimack, fignifying in the Indian language a fturgeon, with which
this river abounds. Irom this fork it runs foutherly about fifty miles to
Patucket Falls ; and thence it runs cafterly about thirty miles to Newbury-
Bar. Upon this river, the townfhips in a defcending order lie as follow :
On the eaft and north fide are Gilman-Town, Canterbury, part of Rum-
ford, part of Suncook, Harry’s-Town, Litchfield, Nottingham of New
Hampthire, part of Dunftable, Dracut, Methuen, Haverhill, Amefbury,

. Eie o and
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and Salifbury of Maflachufets Bay. Upon the weft and fouth fide are the
townthips of Contacook, part of Rumford, part of Suncook, Merrimack,
and Dunftable of New Hampthire ; Dunftable, Chelmsford, Tewkefbury,
Andover, Bradford, and Newbury of Maflachufets Bay. The bar at the
mouth of this river has only about ten feet of water, and fhifts ; but it is.
navigable no more than eighteen miles, to Mitchell’s Falls in Haverhill,
The falls in this river are many; but excepting Dracut or Patucket Falls
about thirty miles from'the bar, and Amufkeag Falls about twenty miles-
higher, all the other falls are paffable for floats of timber, and for canoes
or {mall boats in frefhes or floods of the river. Many of thofe called falls
are only riplings or veins of fcattered great rock ftones. The elbow or

flexure of the river, called the horfe-fhoe, is about two miles above Patuc~

ket Falls. There are feveral ferries upon the river ; and, when it 1s low,
a fording place above Swan’s Ferry, twenty-four miles up from the bar;

- as alfo another above Hunt’s or Dracut’s Ferry. There are {everal rivers

and rivulets which fall into the Merrimack.

9. The other great river is Conne&icut, an Indian word fignifying a
Tong river. Upon its banks are three of the New England coloniess -
Conne&icut lies upon it about fifty-two miles : thence Maffachufets Bay,
by an indent of nine miles, which makes an imaginary divifional line
between thefe colonies; from which line the province of Maflachufets:
Bay lies about forty-feven miles dire& northerly ; and farther north is:
New Hampthire indefinitely, or crown lands annexed to the jurifdiftion:
of New Hampfhire.

From the bar at the mouth of Conne&icut River to the boundary ima--
ginary line of Maflachufets Bay and Conneicut are about fixty miles.
This River of Conne&icut, from its long courle, is fubje& to fudden
floods or frefhes, and at Hertford {fometimes rifes twenty feet; but the
tide rifes only a few inches. At the mouth of the river, the tide flows:
trom four to {ix feet; and upon the bar are about ten to twelve feet water..
The general courfe of the ftream is north north-eaft and fouth fouth-weft:
but a fouth fouth-eaft wind will carry a veflel up all the reaches of this
river fo far as 1t is navigable, which for {loops is nearly f{ixty miles.

The firft falls of this river are about {ixty miles from its mouth, at
Devotion Ifland in the fouth parts of Suffield ; and the next are about the
middle of Suffield, and half a mile in length; both of which are paffable
by boats in channels. Next are the falls in the foutherly parts of
Northampton, about fifteen miles farther up the river, whofe banks are
generally

5
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generally fteep and fandy, lofing on one fide in different places, and
gaining ground on the other fide in procefs of time.

The rivulets and brooks, where they fall into the great river, are not
paflable in frefhes and floods, becaufe of the back water. From the mouth

of the river to about one hundred and fifty miles up, the breadth appears

much- the fame, though in that fpace it receives many confiderable ftreams.
Some ferries, where are no habitations, have been kept at the charge of
the counties, confifting of a large fcow or flat to carry perfons, cattle, and
goods, with a canoe-tender : thus travellers ferried themfelves over,
always leaving the flat on one fide, and the canoce on the other, to fetch
the {cow upon occafion, particularly at Northiield ferry.

The townfhips upon this river are, 1. Upon its eaft fide, in Conneicut

Colony; Lime,  Faft-Hadham, part of Middletown, Glaftenbury, part

of Hertford, and part of Windfor : in the province of Maflachufets Bay, .

Enfield, Springfield, Hadley, Sunderland, and part of Northfield: in
the province of New Hampfhire, part of Northfield and Winchefter.
2. Upon its weft fide; in Conne&icut Colony, are Seabrook, Weft-Had-

ham, part of Middletown, Wethersfield, part of Hertford, and part of:
Windfor : in the province of Maffachufets Bay, are Suffield, part of
Springfield, Northampton, Hatiield, Deerfield, and part of Northfield ::
in the provinee of New Hampfhire, are part of Northﬁeld in which ftands:

Fort Dummer, maintained at the charge of the MafTachufets Bay.

This river falls into the bottom of Maffachufets or Bofton Bay, and

ferves to bring floats or rafts of thip-timber down by the tide to Bofton

from Watertown barcadier, about nine miles: There is another creek or-
river, a little way eaft of this, called Myftick River, of about four miles:
rafting from the barcadier of Medford townfhip ; and from Myftick bar--

cadier are fent to Bofton, bricks, tar, and turpentine..

The promontories remarkable are only Point Alderton, about ten miles

below Bofton, upon the fouth fide of the bay, oppofite the light-houfe.-
Here is a good harbour called Hull-gut; and the fafe road of Nantaiket,-

fecured by circumjacent iflands, where' the King’s f{hips and merchant

thips outward and inward bound anchor for a time: it lies about feven:
miles below Bofton, and, by a&t of aflembly, is deemed belonging to the-

Karbour of that town.

Cape Anne is the north fide entrance or promontory of Maffachufets:

Bay. Thatcher’s Ifland lies about two leagues eaft of this harbour; and

ear’”
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near that ifland are the rocks called the Salvages. Cape Anne harbour i
about eleven leagues north north-eaft from Bofton: The fouthern pro-
montory of Maflachufets Bay, called Cape Cod, lies about eighteen leagyes
caft by fouth from Bofton; and the breadth of the entrance into this bay
is, from Cape Anne harbour fouth-weft fourteen leagues, to the hook or
harbour of Cape Cod. |

It is only fince the new charter that fea-port diftriéks of preventive cuf-
tom-houfes and branches have taken place. Charles-Town, Bofton, and -
all the other cuftom-houfe branches of Maflachufets Bay belong to the
colle&tion of Bofton. Ipfwich, Cape Anne, Salem, and Marblehead be-
long to the colle&ion of Salem : and Newbury is a branch of the colleion
of Portfmouth in New Hampfhire. Befide there are fmall creeks and

inlets for timber and firewood in {mall coafting veflels, and for curing
of fifh.

The poft-office is a very beneficial inflitution, and the province of
Maffachufets Bay is its moft confiderable branch in all North America.
The poft-office in England was fettled by a& of parliament in the twelfth
year of King Charles II. and in the reign of Queen Anne a poft-officc
for North America was projected by Mr. Hamilton of New Jerfey, which
he foon effected, and obtained a patent for the management and profits of
the fame. This patent he afterward fold to the crown; and after the
Union, - the pofts of Great Britain, Ireland, and America were put under
one director by the ftatute of the ninth of Queen Anne.

The number of inhabitants in this colony has been varioudly reprefented
at different periods. In 1656, they had three regiments of militia, Suf-
folk, Middlefex, and Effex; but in 1671 three more reglments were
formed, Norfolk or Pifcataqua, Yorkfhire or province of Main, and
Hampfhire upon Conne&icut River. In 1706, the militia of Maffa~
chufets Bay, in their addrefs to Queen Anne, called themfelves twelve
regiments ; and in 1711, when Admiral Walker demanded a fupply of
failors, the governor and council reprefented, that their ordinary gari-
fons, forces upon the inland frontiers, and troops detached for the
Canada expedition, were upward of two thoufand men, which wer€
anore than one-fifth in the province who were capable of bearing arms.

In 1722, the fmall-pox happened to rage in Bofton, where 5980 pet=
fons were feized with that diftemper, whereof 844 died, and about the
fame number quitted the town. Thus it may be eftimated, that there
were about 12,000 people in Bofton at the arrival of the fmall-pox; lfﬂf

wheR
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when it was over, the fele@-men ordered a kind of luftration to be made
by Mr. Saller, who reported 10,670 fouls. By a new calculation in 1742,
there were reported 16,382 fouls in Bofton : add to thefe fome men lately
gone upon the Cuba expedition, befide feveral fons and apprentices defign-
edly overlooked to eafe the quota of Bofton’s provincial tax, the inhabit-
ants may be reckoned about 18,000 at that time. Thus in- the {pace of
twenty years, from 1722 to 1742, the inhabitants of Bofton increafed
6000, or one-third. In the valuation of 1742, of thofe in Bofton were
r200 widows, and 1000 of them poor; in the alms-houfes 111; 1in the
work-houfe 36; and negroes 1514 : dwelling-houfes 1719; warehoufes'
100 ; horfes 418; and cows 141.

When governor Shute returned to England in 1722, he repor‘ted to the:

Board of Trade and Plantations, that in the province of Maflachufets Bay
were g4,000 people, whereof 15,000 were in the training lift, difpofed
mto {ixteen regiments of foot, and fifteen troops of horfe ; but lhe alarm-
lift of males, from fixteen years of age and upward, was about one-third
more than the training lift; becaufe many were excufed from imprefles:
and quarterly trainings. About 25,000 ton of fhipping were in the two’
colletions of Bofton and Salem at that time..

In the valuation of 1728, for Bofton were about 3000 rateable polls of

males from f{ixteen and upward; which was nearly the fame with the
alarm-lift; for inftance, in 1735, the rateable polls in Bofton were 36373
and in 1733 the alarm-lit was about 3500; which, allowing for two:
years increafes, is nearly the fame. Captain Watfon, one of the afleflors,
out of curiofity examined the books about that time, and found the Church:
of England people charged not exceeding one-tenth of the rates or taxes:
in Boiton town.

In 1735, the provincial valuation was 35,427 polls, being white men:

of fixteen years and upward; 2600 negroes; 27,420 horfes of three
years old and upwards; 52,000 neat cattle of three years old and up--

ward ; and 130,000 fheep of one year old and upwards.

In the valuation of 1742, were 41,000 white men’s polls; but in 17475
the houfe of reprefentatives informed the governor, that 3000 was about:

one twelfth of their fencible men.

The alacrity of the New England militia may be obferved, by the alarm-
given by the Breft {fquadron in September 1746, when 6400 men, well’

armed, appeared in a fhort time from the country upon Bofton common ;-
and:
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and fome of them travelled feventy miles in two days, each witha ‘pacj:
of provifions for fourteen days, of about a bufhel of corn weight. Cop-

. ne&icut was alfo to have fent 6000 men, being one-half of their training

lift ; who were to be paid by the province for their travel and attendance,

Ship-building is one of the greateft articles of trade and manufa@ure

in New England, as it employs and maintains above thirty feveral deno-

minations of tradefmen and artificers. In New England fhip-building, 2
veflel fitted to fea, two-thirds of the coft 1s gain to the country; but the
other third is iron, cordage, fail-cloth, and {mall fiores from Great

Britain. %

The fhips built in Bofton exceed all thofe of other building-yards;
becaufe the merchants and fhip-mafters infpet them, and every bad piece
of timber or length of plank is cenfured: but in Newbury, where they
are not much infpected, the builders a& at pleafure; and as the contrafts
are generally to be paid in goods, they build accordingly. The other
country building-places are ftill worfe, particularly North River, where
they ufed foreft-wood of any fort, inftead of what is reckoned fhip-
timber. :

The great {upport of New England was the fifhery, which amounted
to about 250,000/ a year, including all the {pecies of cod, herring,
mackarel, and whale fitheries. Great part of this fith they were obliged
to fell for molafles, as the French would let them have nothing elfe in re-
turn; but when the Britifh parliament laid a duty of three-pence a gallon
on French molafles, the French miniftry exaCed eight fhillings a quintal
on New England fith, which is forty per cent; and as the duty on mo-
laffes amounted to forty per cent. more, there was a duty of eighty per
cent. on {uch an unprofitable trade as that in fith and molaffes, and upon
fuch a poor employment as the fithery, which rather deferved a public
encouragement. Befide, in New England, it was not only a fource of
trade and wealth, as alfo a nurfery of feamen; but it was a neceffary of
life, without which thefe colonies could not {fubfift; becaufe it was with
their fith they fupplied the want of other provifions, and purchafed the
corn they eat, which the land would not produce.

The fithery may be reduced to five feparate heads: 1. The whalés
fihery. 2. Herring-fithery. 3. Cod-fithery. 4. The fmaller fifhenes
exportable, but of no confiderable account. 5. Some fith not cxportablc
or merchantable, but of great benefit in prefent {pending, efpecially for

the poor,
1. Whales.
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1. Whales. The New England whalers have diftinguithed about
twelve different {pecies of the whale kind ; but the moft beneficial is the
black whale, or true whalebone filh, which are very large in the higher
northern latitudes. Some may yield 150 puncheons, being 400 or 500
barrels of oil, and bone of eighteen feet and upward ; but the whalebone
fith killed upon the coaft of New England, Terra de Labradore, and
entrance of Davis’s ftreights, are fmaller; fo that they {eldom yield above
130 barrels of oil, and bone of nine feet of 1401b. weight.

Whales are gregarious, {wimming in fhoals, and are great paflengers:
in autumn they go fouth, and return northward in {pring. The fwal-
low of a true whalebone fith 1s not much larger than that of an Ox ; he
has only a fmall fin on each fide of his head of no great ufe to him in
fwimming ; but he fculls himfelf in the water with a large horizontal
tail. Formerly it was imagined that the true whales lived upon a kind of
alga or fea-grafs, or upon an oozy mud; but now it is well known they
feed upon {mall fith and fea infects that keep in thoals.

When whales are much difturbed, they quit their keeping-ground,
and the tracks of their ufual paflages; thus, as to New England, they
formerly fet in along fhore by Cape Cod for many fucceflive years, when
there was good whaling in boats, and proper conders or watchmen on
fhore gave notice when a whale appeared. After fome years they left
this ground, and pafled farther off upon the banks at fome diftance from
the thore. The whalers then ufed floops with whale-boats aboard, and
this fithery turned to good account. At prefent, the fith feem to be driven
off from thefe banks, and take their courfe in the ocean, where the New
England whalers follow them in whaling-floops or {chooners, with two
whale-boats and thirteen men ; each boat having an harponeer, a fteerf-
man, and four rowers. :

The New England whalers reckon fo many hundred weight of bone as
it is feet in length ; for inftance, feven feet bone gives 700 /). weight.
New England bone {carce ever exceeds nine feet; and 100 barrels of oil
is {fuppofed to yield 1000 /5. weight of bone.

‘The beft place for firiking a whale is in her belly, about one-third from
her gills. The faft is a rope of about twenty-five fathom ; then a drudge
or flop-yvater, a plank of about two feet {quare, with a flick through its
center, and to the further end of this ftick is faftened a tow-rope, called
the drudge-rope, of about fifteen fathom. They lance the whale, after

TN PR et having

”



HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

having faftened her by the harpoon, until dead ; but whales killed in deep
water, if they fink, never rife again.

In New England whaling, they go upon fhares; one quarter to the
veflel or owners, and the reft to the company, who victual themfelves,

2. Herrings are peculiar to the coafts of Great Britain; but thofe of
New England are cither of a different fpecies, or of a bad quality. Not-
withftanding they are a periodical kind of fifh, their periods are uncertain,
They have been pickled and barrelled for the negroes in the Weft Indies,
but turned out not merchantable, and that branch of fithery was- relin- -

quifhed.

3. Cod fithery. The cod is a fith of paflage, and the New England
winter dry-cod are of prime quality. The New England fithery have
their falt from Salt-Tortugas, Cape de Verde Iflands, Turks Iflands, the
Bahamas, Portugal, and Spain. The fithermen vitual only with falt
pork, bifcuit, and rum. All cod-fith caught from the beginning of June
to the beginning of O&ober are called fummer-fith ; the others are called
{pring and fall fith, or winter fith, which are of the better quality. The
falt fleet from Tortugas generally arrives in New England about the
middle of April ; but at Newfoundland they make ufe of falt from Lifbon
and the Bay of Bifcay, of a milder quality. In Newfoundland, they
work their fith belly-down ; in New England they work them belly-up,
to receive more falt.

4. Smaller fitheries ufed in commerce, are fcale-fith, that is haddock,
hake, and polluc, which in New England are cured in the fame manner
as dry cod; thefe, together with the dry cod that is not fit for European
markets, are fhipped off to the Weft India iflands for the negroe flaves,
and make a confiderable article in that trade. Mackarel {plit, falted, and
barrelled for the negroes in the Sugar Iflands, are caught either by hook:
or net; but thofe by hook are the beft. There are two feafons of mac-
karel, {pring and autumn: the latter are the beft; the former appear
about the middle of May, very lean, and vanifh in two or three weeks.

turgeon are very plenty, fome of which are twelve feet in length, and
400 lb. weight; but ‘the fithery is not advantageoully purfued, fo that
London 1s fupplied with fturgeon from Ruffia and the Baltic Sea. Salmon
abound in all the rivers from Newfoundland to about 41° of north latitude.
They fet in to Maffachufets Bay about the middle of April, and continue
there only until they have fpawned ; but farther north they continue feveral
' = : months.
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months. This {almon is not of a good quality, therefore not o proper
for a market as the falmon of Great Britain and Ireland. Alewives arc of
the herring tribe, but {omewhat larger than the true herring ; they are
dry and infipid : fome are cured in the manner of white herrings, and
fent to the Sugar 1flands for the flaves; but in fome places they are ufed
to manure the land. They are very numerous, but never take the hook:
they come up the rivers and brooks into ponds in the {pring, and return
to fea when they have {pawned.

5. For fpending frefh, befide the abovementioned, which are alfo eat
when frefh, there are many forts that are not cured and fhipped off. They
are generally well known in New England, and are much the fame as in
Great Britain,

Many fith go up the rivers, and into ponds, earlier or later in the
{pring to fpawn; particularly falmon, thad, alewives, tomcod, and {melts.
- Several good laws have been made in New England to prevent the pal-
fages of thefe fith being ftopped by weirs ; becaule they are of great benc-~
fit to the inhabitants near thefe rivers and ponds.

The fithery in general has decreafed, and the cod fithery in particular,
as appears by the following ftate: In 1716 there were exported 120,384
quintals from the diftri&ts of Maflachulets Bay, but only §3,0c0 quintals
were exported in 1748.

Rum is a confiderable article in the manufatures of New England,
where it is diftilled from molaffes imported from the Weft India Iflands :
it is vended to all the continental colonies, and the ufe of it has greatly
depopulated the Indians.

Hats are manufactured and exported to all the colonies; #nd are a con-
fiderable article of trade. "“
y
Iron is alfo a great article in manufaQtures; as itconfifis of thefe general
branches : f:meltmg-ﬁunaces, reduung the ore into pigs; having
_coal fmhment, and appearances of rock- Q(e > Refineries, which
manufa&ture plqs 1mported from New York, Pennf') lvania, and Mary-
land furnaces, into bar-iron. 3. BlOOI’I’lEI‘lEo from bog or {fwamp ore.
Cne hundred and twenty bufhels of charcoal are {ufficient to {fmelt rock-
ore into one ton of pigs; and the complement of men for a furnace is
eight or ten, befide cutters of the wood, coalers, carters, and other com-
mon labourers. Bog or {wamp-ore lies from half a foot to two fect deep:
Ffa n
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in about twenty years from digging, it grows or gathers fit for another
digging ; but if it lies longer, it turns rufty, and does not yield well;
three tons of {wamp-ore yield about one ton of hollow ware,

The premium or bounty on naval flores imported into Great Britaiy
was firft granted by the 3d and 4th of Queen Anne, and afterward cop-
tinued by the 24th of King George II.  The feveral {orts of naval ftores
hereafter mentioned, imported directly from any of the Britith planta-
tions in'America, in any fhip that may lawfully trade, manned as by law
is required, are to enjoy the following bounty : :

SR L

Hemp, water-rotted, bright and clean, the ton containing

20 cwt. - - - - - 6 o o

Mafts, yards, and bowf{prits, the ton, allowing forty feet to

each ton, girt-meafure, according to the cuftomary way

of meafuring round bodies - - 197 o't
Tar, clean, good, merchantable, well-conditioned, clear

of drofs or water, and fit in every refpe& for making of

cordage, the ton, containing eight barrels, and each

barrel to gauge g1: gallons, to be well hooped and

filled up - - N - 2 Higitg
Tar, clean, good, merchantable, well-conditioned, clear

of drofs or water, and fit in every reipe& for making

of cordage, made from trees prepared according to the

dire&tions mentioned, the ton, containing eight barrels,

and each barrel to gauge 31 gallons, to be well hooped

and filled up, on the importation thereof - 4 00
Pitch, good, clean, merchantable, and well-conditioned,

not mixed with dirt or drofs, the ton, containing 20

grofs cwt. neat pitch, to be brought in eight barrels of

equal fize - - - - ¥ oD
Turpentine, good, clean, and merchantable, clear of drofs

and water, the ton, containing 20 grofs cwt. neat tur-

pentine, to be brought in eight barrels of equal fize 1 10 ©

Thefe premiums are to be paid by the commiffioners of the navy, by
bills to be made out for the fame, and delivered to the importers within
twenty days after the difcharge or unlading of the fhip, in order to be
paid in courfe, upon certificate of the refpe@ive chief officers of the cuftoms
where imported, to whom a certificate has been produced under the hands
and feals of the governor, licutenant-governor, or colle@or of his Ma-
jefty’s cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, refiding within

any
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any of his Majefty’s faid plantations, teftifying, that, before departure of
the thip, the perfon lading the fame had made oath before them, that the
faid ftores were truly and bona fide of the produce of his Majefty’s faid
plantations : and with refpe& to the high bounty on tar, exprefling that it
appeared to them, by the oath of the owner or maker of the tar for which
fuch certificate was granted, that the tar therein mentioned was made con-
formable to the directions of the a&: as likewife upon oath to be made
by the mafter of the thip, at the port of importation in Great Britain,
that the fame were thipped within fome of his Majefty’s plantations in
America ; and that he knows, or believes, thofe ftores were the produce of
fuch plantations, And the faid officers of the cuftoms, before they make
out fuch certificates, are to ex\amine the pitch, by opening the heads of
the barrels, fawing of the flaves in the middle, and breaking the barrels,
or by fuch other means as they fhall think proper, to difcover whether
the faid pitch is good and merchantable, not mixed with dirt or drofs;
and alfo to examine and fearch the f{aid tar, to difcover whether the {fame
is good, clean, merchantable, well-conditioned, clear of drofs or water,
and fit for making of cordage.

New England turpentine is of a confiftence like honey; but that of
Carolina is lefs liquid, fo as to refemble tallow or fluth. The turpentine
of New England yields about three gallons of oil in each hundred weight;
and the refiduum in diftillation is about .7.,. called rofin; the fiill not
exceeding one half full of turpentine, for fear it thould boil over. The
ftills in Bofton are fmall, and three barrels of turpentine of 300 /. weight
each may be wrought off in three hours. After the oil is drawn oft the
rofin is to run from the ftdl.

There are two kinds of oil drawn from turpentine by diftillation ; but
varnifh is from half rofin and one half oil of turpentine boiled up together,
and 1s fold at the fame price with oil of turpentine.

Pitch has been generally brought to Great Britain from Denmark and
Sweden; but as the merchants. of thofe countries put exorbitant prices on
this commodity, it occafioned the Britith government to give particular
encouragement to their planters in North America to make pitch; in
which they have fucceeded fo well, that great quantitics have been fent
from New England, Virginia, and Carolina. It is abfolutely eflential to
a trading nation, for pitching their veflels and cables; therefore the
making of it fhould be carefully attended to in the Britifh plantations 3

for if they can fupply the mother-country with naval flores, it will take
the
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the balance of trade out of the hands of the northern nations, and be 3

great faving to Great Britain.

Lumber, in a commercial fenfe, fignifies wood or timber cut down or
fawed by mills, in New England, and other colonies in America; which
is carried to the Sugar colonies, and there exchanged for the produd of
thofe iflands. This fort of lumber confifts in deals, timber-balks, thingles,
barrel-boards, clap-boards, pipe-boards or pipe-holt, white-boards for
fhoemakers, boom and cant fpars, bow-ftaves, cap-ravens, clap-hol,
ebony wood, heading for barrels, hoops for coopers, oars, barrel-ftaves,
trunnels, fpeckled-wood, fweet-wood, {mall {pars, oak, plank, wainfcot, -
and lignum-vitz ; which, by the ftatute of the 8th of King George I. and
the 1ft of King George II. whether wrought or unwrought, of the pro-
dud& of the Britifh plantations in America, may be imported dire&ly from
thence into Great Britain, free of all duties.

The merchants of New England, in exchange for their naval ftores
and lumber, receive from the Weft India lflands, fugar, molafles, rum,
ginger, indigo, and cotton, much more than is neceflary for home con-
fumption. They have alfo fupported a confiderable trade with the French
Sugar Iflands for that lumber; but the Britith Sugar Iflands complained
of it, as a great encouragement to the French, who could not fupport
their {ugar plantations without fupplies from New England and the other
Britith northern colonies.

It has been recently faid, that Great Britain is a country of manufac-
tures without materials; a trading nation without commodities to trade
upon ; and a maritime power without either naval ftores or materials for
thip-building. That it is this fituation, which renders both trade and
plantations {o eflentially neceffary, for the {upport of Great Britain, 25
well as agriculture ; whereby as many people are perhaps maintained in
Britain, as by the produce of the lands. When the Colonies make fuch
commodities as are wanted in the mother-country, of which there are
many, they muft depend upon her for the vent of fuch produés, on which
they rely for their daily fubfifence; and as Great Britain is the beft
market in the world for fuch commodities, that makes their dependence
their intereft, and intereft rules the world,
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An Account of the Colony of Connecticut in New England.

L RSN T,

The origin of the colony 5 and its charter granted by King Charles 11 The
counties and towns ; with their number of reprefentatives and jurymen.
The legiflative power and courts of judicature. Rates and taxes. Num-
ber of people, and militia. Abfiract of fome of thewr laws.

T has been a matter of queftion with fome perfons, whether the
Britith Colonies and Plantations in North America are not prejudicial

to Great Britain ; and a moot point with others, whether of any advan-

‘tage to it ? but it may be {afely advanced, that the trade and navigation

of Great Britain are greatly increafed by her Colonies and Plantations,
who are a {pring of wealth to the mother-country, fince they work for
her, and their trealure centers in her : befide, as the Britith laws have

tied the Colonies falt to the mother-country, it muft be through her own

fault and mifgovernment if they ever fail to enrich Great Britain; or
all or any of them become independent of it.

The people in Europe, the publie boards not excepted, have long en-
tertained a very indiftin& notion of thefe fettlements; and the Ame-
rican fettlers were too indolent to make themfelves {ufficiently acquainted

with the real flate of their neighbouring colonies. Some of them even.

ridiculoufly placed a confidence in what has been as vainly aflerted by
de la Motray, who publithed feveral large volumes of his travels, and
among others, his travels in New England ; though it is well known he
refided there only a few days, and was generally at his lodgings in Bof-
ton, with company of no intelligence.

The United Colonies of New England from 1643 to 1663, were
Maflachufets Bay, Plymouth, Hertferd, and New Haven: but during

the civil war in England, the Colonies in America were neglefted, and:
acted at pleafure ; particularly thofe at Hertford and New Haven, who

aftexrwards became united as a plantation of induftrious hufbandmen.

The:
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The colony of Hertford fprung from an emigration of fome difcop-
tented fcrupulous perfons who inhabited a few towns near Bofton, fycj
as New Town, Dorchefter, Water Town, and Rockibury ; from whence
about one hundred of them went, under their leaders and teachers, fuc)
as Homes, Hopkins, Ludlow, and Hooker ; who removed fouth-weft to
a pleafant country upon Conne&icut River, and gradually made the fg-
tlements of Hertford, Weathersfield, Windfor, Springfield, Enfield,

Suffield, and others ; which migration happened in the fummer of
1636.

Some of thefe were within the jurifdiction of Maflachufets Bay; ang
thofe who were without formed themfelves after the model of that co-
lony, by fubfcription of articles, as a voluntary, not legal juriidi@ion,
They eleed magiftrates the fame year, and formed the colony of Hert-
ford : but, in 1637, people from England, under the dire&ion of M.
Eaton, Mr. Davenport, and others, purchafed lands of the Indians, and
began another diftiné& voluntary jurifdi&ion upon Long Ifland found
called the colony of New Haven. Both colonies remained diftin& untl
the reftoration of King Charles II. when his majefty incorporated them
by royal charter into the prefent colony of Conneéticut, which example
was followed by King William and Queen Mary, who united the colo-
nies of Maflachufets Bay and New Plymouth into the prefent province of
the Maffachufets. The Pequot Indians gave the new planters all the
difturbance they could, which obliged them to unite together in a body
for their defence: but the Indians picked up feveral firagglers, whom
they put to death with the utmoft barbarity.

The colony of New Haven alfo met with a confiderable lofs at fea in
the year 1647, when they had finithed a new thip at Rhode Ifland, of
about one hundred and fifty tons, and freighted it for England with the
moft valuable effects of the country ; but the fhip perithed at fea, with
all on board, among whom were fix of the principal perfons in the co-
lony, and others of inferior rank, who took their paflage in her. The
people were fo difpirited by this accident, that they would have broke up

the plantation, if they could have agreed upon a place to fettle on, more
to their fatisfaltion.

The fame year the colony of Conne&icut alfo fuftained a great lofs by
the death of the reverend Mr. Thomas Hooker, paftor of the church
at Hertford in that colony, where he was juftly confidered as the father
of it. He was born at Marfield in Leicefterfhire, in 1586, and was
educated in Emanuel College in Cambridge, of which he was f'elltg-

e
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He was {ilenced for non-conformity by bithop Laud, and embarked for
New England 1n 1633, where he firft became paftor at New Town; but
that place being too confined for his congregation, they removed by his
encouragement, in 16335, to the banks of the River Conneicut, and
built the town of Hertford, where he {pent the remainder of his days.

The firft volunteer governor of Hertford colony was Edward Hopkins,
Efg. who was born in England in 1600, and died there in 1657. Mr-.
Hains was alternately chofen governor with him; to whom {ucceeded
Mr. George Willis, Mr. Thomas Wells, and Mr. John Webfter.

Theophilus Eaton, Efq. an eaft country merchant of London, and one
of the patentees of Maflachufets colony, fettled with fome planters in
1637 at New Haven, where he was governor many years fucceflively,
and died in 1657, when he was fucceeded by Mr. Francis Newman, who
continued governor four years, and died. M. Leet, a lawyer, was the
next fucceffor, and continued governor until Hertford and New Haven
were united into one colony in 1662.

John Winthrop, Efq. fon of governor Winthrop of Maflachufets Bay,
arrived at Fort Saybrook in 1635, as agent from the Lords Say and Brook,
who built that fort at the mouth of Conneicut River, and fold it to the
fettlers in 1644. Mr. Winthrop was chofen governor of Hertford co-
lony; and, upon the reftoration of King Charles Il. he went to Eng-
land, where he obtained the royal charter for incorporating the two co-
lonies into the prefent colony of Conne&icut, of which he was gover-
nor fourteen years, and died at Bofton, on the 5th of April 1676, aged
feventy-three. Mr. Leet atted as deputy-governor to Mr. Winthrop,
whom he alfo fucceeded as governor, and continued as fuch ten years,
until his own death.

The Conne&icut charter was granteéd by King Charles II. in the four-
teenth year of his reign ; and was an excellent charter for the people,
who were thereby rendered in a manner independent of the crown, as
they were impowered to choofe their own governor, deputy-governor,
and twelve affiftants, who, with the deputies or reprefentatives of the peo-
ple, were to hold two annual aﬁembles and ordain all laws for the good
of the commumty It is faid, Mr. \Vlnthrop procured the ng s fa-
vour in this pecuhar manner, by prefenting him with a ring, which
King Charles I. had on fome particular occafion given to his grand-

You. 1. Gg tather.
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{ather. Some difaffeGted perfons, however, in each colony, oppofed the
un‘on at firft; but they were foon fatisfied and reconciled. iR i

~ In the reigns of King Charles II. and King James IL the colony of
Conne&icut tacitly dropped their charter or jurifdiction, which they re-
affumed at the revolution, and it ftill fubfifts. The government is in
the hands of the reprefentatives of the freemen or people, as was allo
the property : but at prefent no colony or general lands ‘remain, except
fome Indian referves ; and fo it is in Rhode Ifland, which allo preferved
its charter by yielding to the ftorm like Conneclicut, inftead of refifting
like the Maflachufets.

As to their difputes with the French of Canada and their Indians,
they were in common with the Maflachufets colony : but the Indians are
now almoft extin&. They have a {mall referve upon the eaft fide of Con~
necticut River at Piftol Point in Weathersfield : there is another referve
upon New London River, in the northern parts of that townihip, called
Mohegins ; and there are a few of the Nianticks about five miles welt

from New London.

The partition line between New York and Conne&icut, as eftablithed
on the 1ft of December 1664, runs from the mouth of Memeroncock
River, a little weft from Byram River, north north-weft, and was the
ancient eafterly bounds of New York, until the 23d of November 1683,
when the line was run nearly the fame as it was fettled in 1713.

The Duke of Hamilton’s grant took in part of the prefent colony of
Conne&icut ; for that grant was from Narraganfet Bay to Connecticut
River, and back into the country until it met with Maffachulets {outh
line " but as this was never purchafed of the Indians, nor ever {ettled, it
has been deemed as obfolete ; though fome attempts were made to revive
this claim.

_ The prefent Counties are as follows: 1. Hertford County; 2. New
Javen County; 3. New London County; 4. Fairfield County ; and 5
‘Windham County. Thefe counties fend in all about a hundred reprefen=
tatives, of which every townthip fends two, excepting fome which ate
poor, pay no colony rates, and confequently fend no reprefentatives 0
the general affembly or legiflature. ' y

In ConneQijcut, and all over New England, every conftituted town=
fhip 1s a corporation: but in this province the qualification for a voter 0F
2 freeman,
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freeman, is to be twenty-one years of age, with a freehold rated in the
common lift at fifty {hillings, or perfonal ftate rated at forty pounds, be-
fide his poll or perfon.

Townthip meetings or affemblies are impowered ta make prudential
laws or orders, with a penalty of tranfgreflion not to exceed twenty
thillings. Townfhip officers are to be chofen annually in December ;
that is, fele@-men, not exceeding feven ; and lifters, or affeflors, not ex-
ceeding nine. Town-clerks are to regifter marriages, births, and burials.
No perfon is to be admitted an inhabitant of a town, but by the con-
fent of the fele@t-men ; and no ftranger is to refide exceeding a limited
number of days without liberty from the fele&t-men ; and the entertainer
is finable. A firanger continuing after being warned out, may be fined
ten fhi]lings a week, or whipped, not exceeding ten firipe A ﬂ:angel
enterta me(. above four days, the entertainer is to be at the chm ge if taken
fick. Vagrants are to be ordered from conftable to conftable back to the

place from which they came; and if they return, they are to be whipped.

.

One year’s refidence qualifies a perfon for an inhabitant; and all elec-
tions are to be by a major part of the qualified voters. The freemen of
each town are to meet in Scptember to clect reprefentatives for the ge-
neral aflembly ; and alfo to put twenty perfons in nomination for the
next general eleCtion in May In April, the twelve afliftants are to be
chofen by the freemen of each town out of the twenty nominated per=
fons, to be fent fealed up to the general afflembly ; with the votes for the
governor, deputy-governory fecretary, and tr\.afurer, as alfo votes for
the reprefentatives for the May aflembly, called proxies, rcturned by the
conftable of each town.

There are two general-courts annually : the firft at Hertford, called
the court of eleCtion, held on the fecond Thurfday in May, where the
freemen ele& a governor, deputy-governor, twelve afliftants, a fecretary,
and treafurer. The fecond at New Haven, on the fecond Thurf{day in
Od&ober. In the general-court fubfifts the power of making laws, grant-
ing levies, difpofing of colony lands, ereCting of judicatories and Ofi‘[CCIu,
granting pardons in criminal or capital cafes, and diffolving and proroguing
of themfelves. The governor, deputy-governor, or fecretary may call
a general-court upon emergencies : and évery town may fend one or two
deputies, except fome places who are not qualified, as before obferved. No
member of the general-court, during its fitting, can bearrefled, except for
treafon or felony. Previous to all other bufinefs, the houfe ‘of reprefen-
tatives are to choofe a fpeaker and clerk; and the houfe are the only

Gg 2 judges



228

HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA,

judges concerning their own election. 'The abfence of a member each
day is a fine of ten thillings, tobe paid to thc_: colony treafurer ; but the
governor in the upper houfe, and the {peaker in the lower houfe, have 5
cafting vote,

As to the courts of judicature, all cafes exceeding the value of forty
fhillings are to be determined at common law by a jury of twelve men,
The jurymen in the feveral courts are to be chofen at a town-meetin !
held yearly in January. The qualification is fifty fhillings freehold at
leaft, rated in the general lift. The names of the jurymen fo chofen are
put in a box with a lock, and when any number of jurymen are fum-
moned to ferve at any court, the town conftable thould at random draw
fo many out of the box as is required from that town. Any juror fo
drawn, and not appearing at the court, the penalty is ten fhillings.

The prefent enalting ftyle of the general aflembly is, ¢ Be it enacted
by the governor, council, and reprefentatives, in general-court aflembled,
and by the authority of the fame.” All judges and juftices are ap-
pointed by the general-affembly, and commiflioned by the governor with

the provincial feal ; but the governor, deputy-governor, and ailiftants, are
jultices ex officzo.

As to the courts where no juries are required, though the cafe may be
of confiderable value, there are,

1. The court of probates, confifting of one judge, and a clerk ap-
pointed by him, who are to hold a eourt in each of the following dif-
trits, called the diftri@ of Hertford, New Haven, New London, Fair-
field, and Windham ; Plainfield, Guilford, Woodbury, Stamford, Eaft
Hadham, Litchfield, Danbury, and Norwich. In difficult cafes they
may call in two or three juftices of the quorum ; but any perfon ag-
grieved may appeal and review to the next fuperior court of the county.
' 2. The court of vice-admiralty ; has the fame judge and other officers
of that court which ferve for the province of New York.

3. The jufticiary court of admiralty, for trials of crimes committed
at fea, confifts of judges, fome of the colony of Conne&icut, and others
from the province of New York, purfuant to the inftru&ions from home.

In this colony is no particular court of chancery ; but in fome cafes the
general-aflembly act as a court of chancery or equity.

Jufticiary
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~ Jufticiary courts of Oyer and Terminer, called affizes and general-
gaol delivery, are the fame with

The {uperior court; which 1s a court of judicature, itinerant from county
to county. It confifts of one chief judge, and four other judges, three
of whom are a quorum, and have cognizance of all pleas of the crown
that relate to life, limb, or banithment; of divorce; of all pleas real,
perfonal, or mixed. This court is to be held in each county twice a
year ; and the judges are to appoint and fwear their own clerk.

An inferior court of judicature is alfo to be held in each county twice
a year, by a judge, with two or more juftices of the quorum commif-
fioned for that purpofe, to determine all civil caufes, real, perfonal, or
mixed ; as alfo all criminal matters not extending to life, limb, divorce,
or banifhment ; and they have power to levy a county tax.

A fpecial county court may be called upon any extraordinary occafion,
and may adjourn themfelves to any diftant time.

The general-affembly hear writs of error againft proceedings of the
fuperior court : and where an 1nferior court exceeds its jurifdiction, the
_ judges of the fuperior court may grant a prohibition, with the fame
power as the court of King’s Bench in England.

A juftice may determine in any cafe not exceeding forty fhillings, if
land is not concerned. An appeal lies from a juftice to the county court,
and from thence a review to the next county court, or appeal to the
next fuperior court. In a debt upon bond, bill, or note, for a value not
exceeding forty fhillings, no appeal i1s allowed, and if not exceeding
ten pounds, no appeal is allowed from a county court.

No appeals were allowed to the King in council ; yet fome have gone
to England by way of complaint, at a confiderable expence; but no re-
. lief was procured, excepting the cafe of Mr. Winthrop, who obtained a
- declaration of the King in council, ¢ That their law concerning dividing
. land inheritance of an inteftate was contrary to the law of England, and
' void :” but in fubfequent cafes this colony paid no regard to that decla-
! ration. % |

No. perfon is to be kept in prifon, if he appears to have a fufficient
eftate; and where no eftate appears, the debtor muft fatisfy the debt by
i fervice. ;

' Q Tdle
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Idle perfons and drunkards may by warrant be brought before 2 juf-
tice. All fuch perfifling offenders are difabled from making of contra B
and their goods are to be under the management of the fele@-men, who -
may fell all or part of their perional cftates, and, on deficiency, difpofe
of their perfons to fervitude for a certain time, to pay their jaft debgs
but no real eftate can be fequeftered without an order of the general-afe

fembly ;- and an appeal lies from the fele@t-men to the county court,

Some peculiar laws have been made in this coleny, for the regulation
of public houfes of entertainm_ent, and to preferve the decency of fo-
ciety. = The publican is to be properly licenfed by the magiftrates, feled-
men, grand-jurymen, and conftables ; to be nominated annually in Ja-
nuary, and approved of by the next county court. The houfe-keeper
is not to fuffer minors or fervants to fit tippling ; firangers ‘and fo-
reigners excepted ; under a fine of fix fhillings. No perfons are to kee
company in public houfes on the evening following the Lord’s-day, or
days of faft. Any perfon found in a tavern the night before or after
the Lord’s-day, or after nine o’clock in any other night, is to be fined
three thillings ; with fome exceptions. By fpecial warrant, houfes ma
be broke open in fearching after perfons in taverns; and inhabitants are
not to fit in a tavern drinking above one hour at a time, except upon
particular occafions, under a fine of fix fhillings. Tavern-hunters are
to be pofted up at the tavern-doors, with a prohibition of entertain-
ing them, upon penalty of three pounds. No tavern keeper can brin
an action for drink fold after two days; and none but licenfed houfes
to fell ftrong liquors in quantities exceeding one quart of wine ot {pirits,
or one gallon of any other liquor, under a fine of three pounds for the
firft offence, fix pounds for the fecond, and fo doubled for every of-

fence ;. but if not able to pay, to be whipped not lefs than ten, and not
more than fifteen ftripes for every offence. i

Conne&icut has kept free from the difficulties which the other pro-
vinces have fuftained from paper currencies. At times, by the prudent
adminiftration of the jurifdition of Conneicut colony, their taxes
were only from four thoufand to five thoufand pounds currency a yean
whereas the polls and rates of the Maflachufets Bay, at the fame time,
were about four hundred thoufand pounds currency a year. '

Taxes confift in the articles of rates, impofls, and excife, as in the
Maflachufets in general, but not in particulars.

L In
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I. In Connedicut, one penny rate produces four thoufand five hundred
pounds currency ; for in moft of the colonies real eftates are commonly
valued only at feven years purchafe. Rates comprehend the poll-tax ; on
which account every perfon is annually to give in a lift of his polls and
rateable eftate, on or before the 10th of September, and thofe lifts are to
‘be returned in O&ober to the general-court. Every male perfon, from fix-
teen to feventy, is to be fet in the lift at 18/ but-the perfons exempted
from rates and polls*® are as in the Maflachufets. Every ox, at 4/
Each fteer, cow, or heifer of three years and upward, at 37/.; a fteer or
heifer of two years, at 40+ 5 and a fteer or heifer of one year, at 20+.
Each horfe and mare of three years old and upward, at 3/ ; of two years
old, 40+.; and of one year old, 20+ Each fwine one year old, 20 s..
Every dwelling-houfe, with adjoining land, 205 an acre: plow and
mowing land in fome counties, 15 s. in others 10 7 and fome 7 5. 64. an
acre : boggy mowing meadow land, 5. an acre ; and all upland pafture or
mowing land, 8s. an acre; but peculiars are to be aflefled by the neareft
towns. All allowed attornies. at law, 50/ their admiflion; and others
higher, in proportion to their bufinefs :. but all tradefmen are to be rated
at the difcretion of the lifters 7. ‘

II. The impofts : there is a high duty on the exportationof all timber
and lumber- to the adjacent governments of Maflachufets, Rhode Hland,
New Hampthire, and New York; which was intended as a kind of pro-
hibition, that the colony might not be drained of thofe materials. The
impofts upon rum is one penny a gallon, if imported direély from
the Britifh fugar iflands; and two pence from all other parts: but a

- - draw-back is allowed on exportation. The governor, with advice of the
council, may, by proclamation, prohibit the exportation of grain and
other ‘provifions, for a limited time, in cafes of neeeflity.

HI. Excife: there is three pence a gallon upon all wine and diftilled
liquors ; which duty is much lefs than in the Maffachufets, and is ap-
plied to defray county charges. - The county courts appoint receivers of
the excife, with.fee of two fhillings per pound, and the receivers may
agree.-with the public houfes by the year.

The a& for regulating miaritime affairs, has nothing peculiar in it.

* Thefe are the governor, deputy-governor, afliftants, minifters of the gofpel, prefident
: and tutors of the collegiate fchools, ftudents there, {chool-mafters, and poor, aged and
. infirm perfons, whe are all excufed.

+ All thefe are almoft double rated to what they are in the Maflachufets.
ConneQicut
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Conne&icut contains about one hundred thoufand men, of which one.
fourth are capable of bearing arms. In 174c, at a great ftruggle, there
were about four thoufand freemen voters; and the training militia of thig
colony may confift of about fifteen thoufand men. '

By the a& for forming and regulating the militia, the governor is to
be captain-general ; and the deputy-governor, licutenant-general: the
military companies of the feveral townfhips are formed into thirteen
regiments of foot, and to each regiment one troop of horfe. The field-
officers of each regiment, as colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and major, to be
appointed by the general-aflembly, and commiflioned by the governor,
After being embodied, the whole are to be aflembled once in four years,
or oftener, for regimental exercife; but the companies are to be trained
four times a year, and every foldier who does not appear is fined three

thillings.

The Conne&ticut adminiftration have reduced all their public fees and
fines to proclamation money ; and as they have exifted as a government
for above a century, they have acquired {uch experience as to have formed
an excellent body of laws, which were lately revifed and publifhed in
1750, in a {mall folio of 258 pages; containing the moft plain, concife,
natural, and equitable laws for the plantations hitherto extant.

In this authoritative revifal of their municipal laws, the introdu@ory law
or actis in the manner of a magna charta, for fecuring the general privileges
of his Majefty’s fubjets in the colony ; for it was thereby enacted, ¢ That
the life of no man fhould be taken away, nor his honour or credit be
ftained ; neither his perfon arrefted, reftrained, banifhed,. difmembered,
or otherwife punifhed ; he fhould not be deprived of his wife and children,
nor his goods or eftate taken from him, or endamaged, under the colour
of law, or countenance of authority; unlefs by virtue of fome exprels
law of the colony warranting the fame, eftablithed by the general-court,
and fufficiently publifhed ; or in cafe of defe& of fuch laws in any parti-
cular cafz, by fome clear and plain rule warranted by the word of God.

All his Majefty’s {ubje&ts within this colony, whether inhabitants or
not, are to enjoy the fame juftice and law that is general for the colonf
in all cafes proper for civil authority, and courts of judicature in the famé
without delay or partiality.

Every town is to have a fealer of weights and meafures; and all calks
are to be of the London affize. Every town muft have a peculiar brand

for their horfes, on or near the left thoulder.
Common
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Common interelt is {ix per cent. per ann. letting of cattle and maritime
affairs excepted.

Any book-debt not accounted for with the original debtor in feven
years, is not pleadable after the debtor’s death. Upon execution iflued,
the creditor fhall, at the ufual place of the debtor’s abode, demand the
debt; upon non-payment, he may levy execution upon the proper move-
ables * and fet up a lift of the fame upon the town-poft, to be-fold by
outcry after twenty days; but in a deficiency of goods, and upon the
creditor’s refufing lands, the debtor’s pody may be {eized.

Any debtor in a debt not excevsdlwT 20/, may confefs judgment before
a fingle juftice; and debtors commltted to gaol, on {wearing they have
not effes to the value of § /. are to be {ubfifted by the creditors at a certain

rate.

No a&ion is to be brought for bill, bond, er note, but within the {pace
of feventeen years ; nor can any alion of trefpafs or defamation be com-
menced but within three years ; and the fine for defamation not to exceed

ten pounds.

The capital crimes are confpiracy againft the colony, wilful murder,
blafphemy, fodomy, beftiality, wilfully firing houfes, disfiguring or dif-
membering, and falle witnefs in cafe of life and death.

Single perfons committing fornication are to be fined 33 s. or whipped;
and every perfon playing at dice, cards, or tables, to be fined twenty
thillings. All fines impofed by the general court, belong to the colony-
treafury ; if impofed by the county-court, to the county-treafury; and if
impofed by an afliftant-judge, to the townfhip treafuries.

A bill of divorce and liberty to marry again may be granted by the
fuperior courts, in cafes of adultery, traudulent contract, feven years
abfence not heard of, or wilful defertion for three years.

- Forgery was three days public pillory, double damages to the injured
party, and incapacity of being an evidence in law: the form of their oath
15, “ You {wear by the name of the ever-living God.” Perjury was 20 /.
fine, and {ix months imprifonment ;- if unable to pay the fine, to be pil-
loried with both ears nailed, and incapacitated from giving cv1dence.

* For neceflary apparel, houfehold goods, tools, and arms, are excepted.
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For burglary or robbery the penalty was branding, ears cut off; ang
whipping ; but the third offence was death. Theft was fine, whipping,
or fervitude. Buying goods of flaves, the penalty was treble value,
{ervice, or whipping; and the penalty for receiving or concealing floleg,
goods was the fame as theft.

Any {lave or Indian ftriking a white man, the penalty was whipping,
not exceeding thirty firipes. An Indian convitted of_ drunkennefs, was
to pay five fhillings, or fuffer ten lathes. All the Indians in a townthip
thould be muftered once a year, and the requifite laws read to them. Ap
Indian, Molatto, or Negro, travelling without a pafs, may be feized 2
a runaway. Idlenefs and drunkennefs are the general vices of Indians,
therefore the penalty of {elling firong liquor to an Indian was ten, {hillings

a pint.

The eftablithed religions are Prefbyterians, Congregationalifts, and
confociated minifters; whofe parifh churches are under the direion of
the county-courts ; but tolerated minifters from thofe profeflions are lef
at large, 'There are about 150 eftablithed minifters, and feveral who are
tolerated. In fome townthips are many parithes or precinéts. They begin
and end the Lord’s-day at the fetting of the {un, according to the Jewith
manner, which is prevalent through all New England among the Congre-
gationalifts. -Schools are well regulated, and have a colony allowance.
Every ecclefiaftical fociety of feventy families or upward, thould have a
{chool for the inftruétion of children to read and write ; and a grammar-
{chool to every principal town ; befide one college in the colony.

The laws relating to the obfervation of the Sabbath are too puritanical
and fevere. Thefe are under the infpe&tion of the grand-jury, tything-
men, and conflables, Theyare numerous as well as ftri@, but they feem
gradually to droop, and will fearcely be revived.

Criminal perfons making their efcape from the authority of other pro-
vincial governments to this colony, may be remanded back to the place of
per petration. '

There are fevere penalties on cutting down of trees, or firing of woods
and lands ; and the accufed, if there is no proof, muft exculpate himfelf
by oath. But it is very extraordinary, that all kinds of delinquents &
to pay the charge of prefentment, whether guilty or innocent..

The age of confent for marriage, is to the man fourteen, and to the wo-

man twelve ; but contraéts of perfons under parents, guardians, or mafters
i are
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are of no validity ; and no perfon unmarried is to keep houfe of himfelf,

without permiffion of the magiftrates, under the penalty of twenty hil-
lings a week.

No perfon 1s to be married unlefs publithed in fome congregation, or
publickly pofted up eight days before fuch marriage. No perfon is to join
people in marriage, befide a juftice in the county, or an ordained minifter
of the parith where the parties dwell; but any juftice or minifter marry-
ing perfons without publication, and certificate of the confent of the pa-
rents or guardians, is to pay a penalty of twenty pounds. Degrees of
kindred forbidding marriage are according to the Levitical law, and {uch
marriages are declared to be void; the offenders to fit upon the gallows
with a rope about the neck, to be whipped, and to wear the letter I on
their arm or back.

Any man endeavouring to gain the affeCtions of a maid, without liberty

of courtfhip from the parents or guardians, he is to pay five pounds for
the firft offence.

Hh e SECTION
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SECTITO NI

Boundaries of the Province ; mountains, rivers, produce, and mamfaﬁﬁrﬁ
irade and navigation. Accqunt of Yale College at New Haven, A;
account of the Indian charity-fchool lately founded at Lebanon in Cope

necticut,

T HE Province of Conne&icut is about fixty miles {quare; bounded

by the fea on the north, New York on the weft,.the Maffachufets o
the north, and Rhode-lfland on.the:eaft: The: charter boundaries haye
been already defcribed ; but its prefent boundaries are as-follow : Its-north
line upon Maflachufets Bay of about 72 miles, fettled in 1713 ;. its eaflerly
line upon the colony of Rhode Ifland of about 45 miles, fettled in 17285
its foutherly line upon Long Ifland {found, being a fea line of about 96
miles, in a dire& wefi-foutherly courfe; from the mouth of Pakatuks
River to the mouth of Byram River; its wefterly line as. finally. fettled

with New York.

Conne&icut is a good country as to climate and foil, -and is valuable
for grain and pafture; it is generally broken land, that is, hills and dales,
but well watered.. The people of any country are happy, where the
meaner inhabitants are plentifully and wholefomely fed, and warmly and
decently clothed ; which is the cafe in Connelicut, as it is chiefly inha-
bited by induftrious hufbandmen.

Simfbury, or the copper mine hills, are their higheft lands; but not
fertile, as it is faid of metallic ore hills in general.

The principal rivers are, the Conne&icut, the Thames, and the Houfa-
tonick or Stratford River.

1. Conne&ticut River, with its branches and townfhips thereon, have
already been defcribed.

2. Thames: River is a long navigable-creek of about twenty miles, and
the head of it is in Norwich in New London county. The townfhip of
Norwich pays the higheft tax of any in the colony, and in time may be
the principal place of trade. From Connelicut River to the eaftern
boundary of the colony, is an extraordinary well watered country, confift-

ing of two principal rivers and their branches, which fall into the bottom
_ 0
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of the creek at Norwich. Thefe two rivers are Quenebaug and Satucket,
or higher Willemantick. The Quenebaug rifes in Brimfield, pafles through
Stourbridge and Dudley in the province of Maflachufets Bay, thence in
the colony of Connecticut, it divides Pomfret from Kiltingfley, Canter-
bury from Plainfield, and at Norwich falls into Thames River or Creek.
Satucket River where it originates in Brimfield of Maflachufets Bay, is
called Willemantick River, and receives feveral fmall runs of water at
Stafford in Connedicut; it divides Toland from Wellington, and Coven=
try from Mansfield: at Windham it is called Windham River, and there
receives on its weftern fide Scagungamog River and Hope River; on
its eaftern fide, it receives Manchoag River, which had received Fenton
River, and higher up, at Afhford, had received Bigelow River, Stiil River,
and Bungea River from Union and Woodftock ; and at Norwich it receives
the Quenebaug, where both form the Creek or Thames, which runs by
New London near Groton, and falls into the fea oppofite Fither’s liland.

3. The Houfatonick, Weftenhoek, or Stratford River, has its rife in
the weft part of the Maflachufets near Lake Iroquois, runs fouth to Stock-
bridge, and enters Connecticut near Salifbury and Canaan, proceeds to
-Cornwal, Dover, Kent, Fairfield, Newtown, Stratford, and Milford,
where it falls into the Long Ifland {found..

Pakatuke River divides Connecticut from Rhode Ifland colony; and
Byram River divides the colony of New York from Connecticut ; but thefe
are of no other confideration.

Upon the Long Ifland found is a delightful and profitable range of good
townthips, the glory of all the Britith plantations in New ' England, as
Stonington, Groton, New London, Lyme, Saybrook, Killingworth, Guil-
ford, Brentford, New Haven, Milford, Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk,
Stamford, and Greenwich; but Néw London is the capital,

The principal roads throughout the province of Conne&icut are, 1. From
Stonington.to Groton, New London, Saybrook, Brentford, New Haven,
Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford, and Greenwich. The whole
extent is 126 miles from Pakatuke River, along the Sound, to Byram
~River, the whole maritime length of the colony from eaft to weft; and-:
the road is continued génerally at about two or three miles diftance from
the fea. 2. From New Haven town to Wallingford, and Wetherfield, .

from thence along the weftern banks.of the River Conne&icut to Hertford,

Windfor, and to Springfield in the Maflachufets full north. 3. From:

Middletown to Wallingford, thence due weft to New Milford and Duan-.
i b

LYy
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‘buty, into the province of New York. 3. From Danbury to New Fajes

field, Dover, Salifbury, and Shefficld, in the Maflachufets, full north, -

As there is little difference in the temperature of the air in the feveral
parts of New England, fo its feveral products and aptitude for different
improvements vary but in a few particulars ;- the fouthermoft being mof
natural for corn and the northern for grazing, though both afford a muck
greater plenty of timber and fith. In thefe colonies, the lands which are
cleared of timber and improved for tillage and pafture are very far from
yielding fuch profit to the owner as they are .capable of, for want of ma-
nuring, and being properly {ubdivided into fmaller allotments, which the
great price of labour has made impradticable ; but as nature has furnifhed
the country with feveral forts of marle and fea-ware, wherever the farmer
has been able to enrich the foil with them, the produce of his lands has
paid the expence, and greatly raifed their value; yet, by reafon of the

{carcity of labourers, few can bear the charge of fo neceflary a cultivation;

but by increaling their number, the country may foon be enabled to‘doit_,
and confequently to fupply the Weft India iflands at a much cheaper rate
than hds been lately done. :

Conne&icut had little foreign trade until of late the inhabitants fent

fome fmall veflels to the Weft India Iflands. Their produce chiefly confifts

of wheat and Indian corn ; flax, butter, pork, beaver, and horfes.

Wool, hemp, flax, and iron are the general materials of all the New
England manufa&ures.

The Colonies have hitherto fubfifted upon the gleanings of the woods
and the fertility of the freth woodlands, which is very great at firft. Itis
only thefe that produce any quantity of hemp or flax, or any plenty of
the neceflarics of life. Thefe they are at firlt obliged to plant with fuch
crops, in order to exhauft the luxuriant fertility of freth wood-lands, and
bring them into culture and tillage ; but as foon as it is worn out, which
i3 1n three or four years at moft, they are under as great a neceffity of
leaving off that method of planting, and making thofe ftaple commodities
for Britain. For thefe reafons, moft of the planters have been obliged to
leave off planting altogether, inftead of making improvements in it, with
fuch commodities as hemp and flax. Even moft of the tobacco plantations
are broke up, and turned into corn and pafture grounds, which produce
nothing but corn, cattle, and wool, thé ftaple of Britain; and, without
fome other methods of agriculture, thofe will become the only ftaple of
the northern colonies.

Were
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Were we to confider the proper improvements for the Colonies in
North America, wool thould be the firt. They have already wool
enough, as fit for their ufe as if it was finer; and the only way to. pre-
vent their manufauring it is, to improve it o as to make it fit to fend
to England, in order to purchafe their manufactures, inftead of making
them, and to fupply the place of Spanifh wool.

They have had a bounty on hemp and flax in North America ever fince
the year 1663, which has been renewed from time to time; and they
have as often tried to make thefe commodities, but could never produce
fuch quantities as to {erve for a ftaple commodity to fend to Britain, and
purchafe their neceflaries by that means. -

Upon fome late and curious eflays, in exploring New England for

metallic ores and minerals, it has been found, that there is bog and rock
iron-ore in plenty, but not profitable; as alfo lead-ore, but fo intermixed
with rock and {par as to turn to no account. In New England they have
not forged bar-iron for their own confumption, by bloomeries and re-

fineries ; but they have imported from England; as alfo from New York,.

the Jerfeys, Pennfylvania, and Maryland.

The government of Conne&icut formerly eftablithed a corporation for

commerce, called ¢ The New London. Society :>>" but, 1n the fraudulent.

humour of thofe times, contrary to the defign of their inftitution, they
foon began to manufalture printed fociety notes, to be impofed as a cur-
rency, but the government caufed thefe bills to be drawn in at the

charge of the fociety..

In the Sound the tide flows from fix to eight feet ; but the deep water is
on Long Ifland fide.

In Conneticut are eight convenient ports for fmall veflels; but they
generally enter and clear at the port of New London, which is a good

harbour, five miles within land, and deep waters. Here they build large

thips ; but their timber is {pungy, and not durable. Small veflels are
built at Saybrook and New. Haven..

In New England fome oxen of 1800lb. weight, and hogs of 25 fcore,

have been killed. Conne&icut falt-pork is the beft of America; and:

they finifh the fattening of their hogs with Indian meal.

In.
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In fome parts of North America, the winters are too long and cold,
and in other parts too hot for grafs; confequently can afford no quantity
of provender for cattle, and will probably mever be beef countries,
Lands in New England, which yield at a medium twenty hundred weight
of hay, are the beft ; if forty hundred weight, the hay is rank and four,

Conneéticut College, called Yale College in New Haven.

The general aflembly of Maflachufets Bay, in 1636, granted 400/
towards ere@ing a collegiate {chool, afterward called Harvard college,
in Cambridge near Bofton ; which was incorporated in 16350, as before
particularly mentioned. The people of Conneticut joined in the con~
tribution, -and continued their .afliftance till the year 1701, when they
thought the diftance was too far, and the charge too great; therefore
their minifters and magiftracy prefented a memorial to the general affem-
bly, wherein they defired that a collegiate-fchool might be ereGed and
endowed, and propofed ten minifters as truftees for ordering the fame,
the furvivors to {fupply vacancies, and feven to be a quorum. Accord-
ingly a charterwas-drawn up for this purpofe by Mr. Addington then

{ecretary of Maffachufets Bay, and was granted in O&ober 1701, with

power to appoint officers, -and make laws, but not repugnant to the laws
of the civil government ; to confer degrees; poflefs lands not exceedin
the yearly value of 500/. and to receive yearly out of the public treafury
100 /. currency, which was then equal to about 70 /. fterling. Saybrook
was refolved upon as a proper place ; and the truftees chofe Mr. Pierfon,
minifter of Killingworth, for re¢tor, who with ten truftees conftituted the
corporation : and until a place could be fitted up in Saybrook, the {cholars
were to meet at the reGor’s houfe in Killingworth, where they continued
till his death 1n 1707. ’

At the firft founding of this college, it was ordered, that where no
{pecial provifion was made by the truftees, the laws of Harvard college,
in the province of Maffachufets Bay, fhould be their rule. Butin 1723y
Governor Saltonfal drew up an additional explanatory charter, which
the general aflembly gave to the college, whereby it was declared, thata
truftee might refign at pleafure ; that feven truftees thould be a quorumy
and to a& by a majority ; that a minifter of thirty years might be chofen
a truftee, and that the re&or thould be a truftee ex officio.

In 1744, the afflembly was petitioned by the truftees, for a new and
more perfe@ charter, whereby the college was to be incorporated, by the
name
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name of “ The Prefident and Fellows of Yale College in New Haven.”
This' met with fuch approbation, that, on the gth of May 1745, a
provincial act was pafled for the more full, and complete eftablifhment
of Yale College; whereby it was enacted, 1. That certain perfons therein
mentioned were incorporated hy the name of ¢ The Prefident and Fel-
lows of Yale College in New Haven,” with fucceflion. - 2. All former
donations to this collegiate-fchool, though in various expreflions, were
confirmed and vefted in the prefident and fellows, with fucceflion.
That the prefident and fellows thould continue during life, or until they
refigned, or were difplaced. 4. There fhould be a general meeting of
the prefident and fellows annually on the fecond Wednefday in Septem-
ber; the major vote of the members prefent thould be definitive ; and in
cafe of equal voices, the prefident thould have a cafting vote. 5. The
prefident and fellows, fix at leaft, concurring, might remove and ap-
point in their room, a prefident, and fellow, a clerk, a treafurer, tutors,
profeflors, fteward, and other neceflary fervants. 6. That the prefident,
fellows, tutors, profefors, and all other officers, before they entered upon
the execution of their office, thould publickly take the oaths, and fub-
feribe the declaration appointed by the firft of King George I 7. The
corporation might appoint, from time to time, regulations not repug-
nant to the laws of England, or of the colony ; but might be difallowed
by the general affembly. 8. The corporation might confer degrees as
in other colleges. 9. All eftates belonging to the college, if real not
exceeding the value of 3oo/ a year, all members and refident officers
of the college, tutors, and ftudents; were exempted from military fervice
and public taxes. 10. The fum of 100/ proclamation money was
granted annually, during the pleafure of the affembly.

Several of the original truftees contributed to the carrying on the un-
dertaking, in land, a houfe, and valuable books to begin a library for
the college, and there-was a general contribution throughout the colony.
But the greateft donation of books was from the generofity and pro-
curement of Jeremiah Dummer, Efq. agent in London, in 1714, when
he fent over above eight hundred volumes, one hundred and twenty of
which were at his own coft, and the reft by procurements from Sir Ifaac
Newton, Sir Richard Steel, Sir Richard Blackmore, Do&or Burnet, Doc-
tor Woodward, Do&or Halley, Do&or Bentley, Do&or Kennet, Doc-
tor Calamy, Do&or Edwards, Mr. Yale, Mr. Whifton, Mr. Henry, and
other learned gentlemen.

Elihu Yale, Efq. was a direGor of the Faft India Company, and fent
three hundred volumes ; but a great part of them were loft, in a tumult
VoL. L. Ii upon
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upon removing the library from Saybrook. Thefe books were in viaue
about one hundred pounds fterling; the donor alfo gave four hundreg
pounds fterling in effects, and by will intended five hundred pounds fier
ling more, but this was never accomplifhed. In 1718, Mr, Dummer
fent more books to the value of thirty pounds, and Jahaleal Brentop,
Ffq. of Newportin Rhode Ifland, gave fifty pounds fterling. 1In 1795
Mr. Danicl Turner of London fent them a colleftion of twenty-eight
volumes in phyfic and furgery, and the college conferred’ upon him g
diploma of M. D. In 1744, Mr. Anthony Nougier, of Faisfield, Jeft
by will to the college twenty-feven pounds fterling, to be put to intereft,
In 1745, Philip Livingfton, Efq. of the King’s council of New York, a5
he had four fons educated in this college, gave two hundred pounds ey~
rency to begin a foundation for a profeflor of Divinity, to becalled the -
Livingftonian profeflorfhip. -In 1746, Mr. Samuel Lambert, of New
London, left fome lands to the college ; but, from fome intricacies in his
affairs, they turned to no great account, excepting about one hundred
acres in Wallingford, and fixty-two acres in New Haven. There allo
were a great many {maller donations, from time to time, which are too
tedious to be enumerated. : Lk

In 1732, the affembly granted to the college fifteen hundred acres of
land, being three hundred acres in each of the new towns of Norfolk,
Canaan, Gofhen, Cornwal, and Kent; which may be valuable in a few -
years : and in 1742, the general aflembly augmented the annual grant to
the college, whereby they were enabled to fupport three tutors and a
reGor. Divifions happened concerning the {ituation of - the college until
1716, when the majority of the truftees voted a convenient college, and
reGor’s houfe,. to be ereGted in the town of New Haven, which were
effe@ted accordingly, but with much oppofition and confufion from the
northern and eaftern parts of the coleny : the truftees, however held
their firft commencement at New Haven in September 1717. ~

The college building was ereed on the 3d of O&ober 1717 ; contain®
ing above fifty ftudies, befide the hall, library, and kitchen. It coft
about 1030 /. fterling. On the 12th of September 1718, there was
a grand commencement, when the truftees gave it the name of Yale Col
lege, and afterward fent a letter of thanks to Mr. Yale, for his genes
rofity to the colony, with letters of thanks to Mr. Dummer and General
Nicholfon for their donations of books. In 1748, upon a motion of the
prefident, the general aflembly ordered a new college to be built at @
public colony charge, a hundred feet long, and forty wide ; eight rooms
on a floor, and three ftories high; befide garrets and cellars. Th

¢
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¢ The regulations as to the: degrees of batchélors and mafters are the
{ame as in Harvard.College of the Maflachufets. |

) This college at- New :Haven went -on 'with fuch profperity,!that, in
September 1749, there commenced eleven mafters and twenty-three bat-
chelors: but at Harvard College; in July the fame year, there ‘commenced
only nine mafters and twenty~two batchelors, thougha college of much
longer ﬁandmg, and in a much larger government.

rini Ty 32 the reverend Doctor George Berkley dean of' Derry, and-af-
terward ' Bithop of Cloyn in Ireland, came over to found an’ epilcopal
college upon the continent of North America, on fome of the iflands.
He refided fome time at New Port in Rhode Ifland, where he purchafed
a country-feat, with about ninety=fix acres of land: but for fome palt‘-
cular reafons he relinquithed his defign in eredting an epifcopal college,
and returned to England.” He was a good judge of the world, and “of
the Britith Colonies, particularly of their feminaries of learning : but he
gave the preference to the college of New Haven, even before the epifco-
pal college of Willamfburg in Virginia ; therefore he gave his eftate at
Rhode Ifland to Yale College ; the income to be premiums, from time to
time, for the beft Greek and Latin {cholars, in the judgment of the pre-
fident and fenior epifcopal miffionary of the colony; which has been
fome incitement to excel in claffical elegance. This eminent divine, great

philofopher, and noble patriot, alfo gave the college a fine colle@ion of

books of near one thoufand volumes, of which two hundred and fixty-
were folios, and the whole in fterling value four hundred pounds.

This great and excellent man, in 1725, publithed a public-{pirited
treatife, intitled, ¢ A propofal for the better {fupplying of churches in
our foreign Plantations, and for converting the favage Americans to
Chriftianity, by a college to be ere¢ted in the Summer Iflands, otherwife
called the Ifles of Bermuda;’’ and he obtained a charter from King George
IL. for ereting a college by the name of St. Paul’s College in the Ifland
of Bermuda for the ufes above mentioned ; which college was to contain
a prefident and nine fellows: but it was never carried into execution.

In his fermon preached before ¢ The Incorporated Society for the
Propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, at their anniverfary mecting
in the parith church of St. Mary-le-Bow, on Friday, February 18th,
1731,” he fays, as follows: ¢ I fpeak it knowingly, that the minifters
of the gofpel, in thofe Provinces Whlch go by the name of New Eng-
. land, fent and fupported at the expence of this fociety, have, by their
14 2 {obriety
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{obriety of manners, difcreet behaviour, and }:om'petgnt degree of ufefy
knowledge, thewn themfelves worthy the choice of thofe who fent them;
and particularly in living on a more friendly footing with their brethrey
of the feparation; who, on their part, were 'alfo very much come of
from that narrownefs of fpirit, which formerly kept them at fuch an
unamicable diftance from us. = And as there is reafon to dpprehend,
that . part of America could not have been thus diftinguithed, :ang
provided with fuch a number of proper perfons, if one half of they
had not been fupplied out of the diffenting feminaries of the country,
who, in proportion as they attain to more liberal improvements of leary-
ing, are obferved to quit their prejudice towards an epifcopal church; f
I verily think it might increafe the number of fuch ufeful men, if pro.
vifion was made to defray their charges in coming hither to receive Holy
Orders ; pafling and repafling the ocean, and tarrying the neceffary time
in London, requiring an expence that many are not able to bear, It
would alfo be an encouragement to the miffionaries in general, and pro-
bably produce good effeés, if the allowance of certain miffionaries were
augmented, in proportion to the fervices they had done, and the time
they had fpent in their miflion.”

The general {cheme intended by Do&or Berkley proved abortive ; but
an Indian charity-fchool haslately been founded at Lebanon in Connecticut,
and carried on by the reverend Mr. Eleazer Wheelock, who it feems,
being deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the forlorn condition of our fa-
vage fellow-creatures in thofe deferts, and of the obligation the defcen-
dents of the ancient New Englanders fill lie under to keep in view the
avowed defign of their forefathers original emigration, did, about twelve
years ago, take two Indian boys, and through the whole duration of the
late war, under the greateft difcouragements arifing from the ravages of
the Indians, continued to increafe his {chool, by receiving a larger numbef‘,
both boys and girls, from the nearer tribes ; together with fome promi-
fing Englith youths, who were defigned for the fame purpofe of evange:
lizing the Heathen: and being rationally convinced, at the conclufion
of the war, what a favourable opportunity our late fignal and amazing
conquefls afforded of profecuting this plan, he fiill added, out of more
remote tribes, many children to the number, all which he clothed,
boarded, and educated, without any fettled fund. He reprefents, that
he has now upward of twenty in his fchoal at lLebanon, who are I
ferved for future fervice; and that there are twelve Englith and Indian
miflionaries, and fchoolmafters, now employed in preaching the Gofpel
and in fettling {chools, with moft promifing encouragement and fuccefs
among f{ome of the remote Heathen nartions; but all that thefe miffiona-

ries depend immediately oa him for a fupport. That as this inftitution
was
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was intended purely to promote the common falvation of the Heathen,
without regard to any particular names, fecs, or parties, fo it had been
greatly countenanced and encouraged by perfons of various denominations
on both fides the water : and as there appears at prelent a very uncom-
mon defire among many of the Six Nations, and others, to have their
children taught to read, write, and {peak well, and themfelves inftructed
in the Gofpel.of Chrift, as well as in hufbandry, and the politer parts
of civilized life ; it had been judged expedient to fend to England the
Reverend Mr. Whitaker, minifter of the Gofpel at Norwich in New
England ; and the Reverend Mr. Samfon Occom, the firft pupil and In-
dian Chriftian which Mr. Wheelock educated, and the firft Indian Gol=
pel preacher that ever fet foot on the Britifh fhore; to folicit benefactions
toward building and endowing an Indian fchool as a {feminary for mifli-
onaries. That in what an important point of light this defign is already
viewed in America, appears from many atteftations, and recommenda-
tions, of feveral of his Majefty’s governors, chief-juftices, counfellors,
and fecretaries ; many miffionaries of the church of England, with vari-
ous Gofpel Minifters of other denominations, in the more northern Pro-
vinces ; numbers of eminent merchants; and efpecially of the honour-
able Sir William Johnfon, that great fupporter of the Britith Indian in-

tereft in general, and great patronizet of this infant inftitution in parti—

cular.

Mr. Wheelock alfo addreffled a memorial ¢ To the people of God im

England, Scotland; and Ireland,” ia recommendation of his defign, and:
g ) g

of the Reverend Mr. Nathaniel Whitaker, paftor of the church at Chel-

fea in Norwich, who purpofed a voyage to Europe, to folicit benefattions.

in favour of this Indian charity-fcheol in Conneéicut ; in which memo-
rial Mr. Wheelock fays, ¢ It is well known, that there are yet remain-
ing vaft numbers of original natives in this land, whofe manner of liv-
ing is favage, almoft ona level with the brutal creation, but fierce and ter-
rible in war : their dwellings are eminently habitations of cruelty : they
have continued from age to age-in the grofleft paganifm and idolatry ;
ftrangers to all the emoluments of {cience, but fubtile and {kilful inall the
arts of deceit and barbarity : and on every conflideration their flate 1s,
perhaps, the moft wretched and piteous of all the human race. They
have, from the firft planting of thefe Colonies, been a fcourge and terror
to their Englifh neighbours; often ravaging and laying wafte their fron-
tiers ; butchering, torturing, and captivating their fons; dathing their
children againft the ftones ; fkilfully devifing, and proudly glorying in
all poflible methods of torture and cruelty within their power.” There~
fore he undertook this defign, which had been liberally fupported with~

ouy
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out any fund ; “ but the neceflary expénces for ‘the [fuippdn’)af:ﬁ@;n
number as were then ‘employed in the wildernefs, at the diftance of thres
or four hundred miles, as three miffionaties, eight {choolmafters, ang
two interpreters; together with the ‘neceffary -{upplies’ for ‘the Tcﬁoe}, -
which then confifted of twenty-two, and others expeéted 'fbe‘)h;"whb Were
of families of importance in tribes flill more rémote, were 'gréater thap
could be reafonably expected from thofe American Colonies, efpecially at
a time when complaints of debt, and want of money, were fo loud and
univerfal.”  Therefore he had employed Mr. Whitaker, * to befpeak the
charitable affiftance of the friends of Zion abroad ; for the glory of God,
and the good of men.” < SR LTT 1 R

To thefe were added fome atteftations relating to the chara&er and abi-
lities of the Reverend Mr. Samfon Occom, of the tribe of Mohegan In-

"dians, adjoining to New London in Conneéticut, who was educated un-

der Mr. Wheelock, ordained by the Prefbytery of Suffolk on Long Hland,

‘and was defigned to accompany Mr. Whitaker to Europe, where they

both arrived in 1766, and eftablithed a fubfcription for the promotion of

“the charity. ]
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RHODE ISLAND

‘CHAP, VL

o 4 Defcr_iption of the Colony of RHODE ISLAND in
i s NNEW ENGLAND,

SECTION L

Its original -fettlemenis from the Maffachufets : Providence firft fettled by
Mr. Willwams:of |Salem, in 1635 : Rbode Ifland firft fettled by the fec-
taries from the Maflachufeis i 1637 and 1044 : thewr firfk forms of
government; and their letter to the general court of the Majlachufets
Bay, concermng the Quakers, i 1657. The charter granted by King
Gharles 11. 11662, to « The governor and company of the colony of
Rhbode Ifland and Providence Plantations.”  The charter ordered to be
wvacated in 16845 and reaffumed i 1689,  The courts of judicature in
the colony : 1ts divafions wnto counties ; taxes and wvaluations. Number:
of inbaobitants, whites, negrocs, and Indians. The proxies, reprefen~
tatives, juftices of the peace, and militia: compames. The mdiference
of the Rhbode Iflatders in regard to veligion 5 awith Bifbop Berkley’s

< remarks therony and of the flate of the'icolony awhen’ bis lordfbip was
there. '

’1‘* H IS colony is the {fmalleft of the four in extent; being bounded'
{foutherly by the fea, and furrounded by the Maflachufets and Con-
necticut on its other fides.

In the Britith a&ts of parliament, this colony is named Rhode Ifland,
Providence Plantations, and the Narraganfet country, or King’s Province;
which originally were diftinét aflociations or plantations, but afterward
became united, and were by charter incorporated into one jurifdi&ion or
colony. Thefe Colonifts were not immediately from England ; but pro-
ceeded from the neighbouring colony of Maffachufets Bay, from whence
they departed as emigrants, or were banithed as non conformifts ; fo that
they were confidered as Puritans among Puritans, and made fuch gra-
dual refinements, that all their religion was almoft vanithed; after which
the province became a receptacle of any people, without regard to re-
ligion or focial worthip ; and their modes of civil government have alfo.
been very erroneous and defeCtive.

King
2

274



248

HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

King Charles I. in 1630, made a grant to the Earl of Warwick from
Narraganfet Bay weftward along fhore forty leagues, and in length from
fea to fea. His lordfhip affigned that grant to Willam Vifcount Say and
Seal, Lord Brook, Lord Rich, and eight other aflociates: but the con-
ditions of the grant were never complied with, and the grant became
void ;3 as alfo, for the fame reafon, did another grant made to the Duke
of Hamilton in 1635 : but the origin of thefe feveral fettlements fhall

be concifely mentioned.

Mr. Roger Williams came over from Old England to New England in
1630, when he was chofen paftor of the church of Salem on the death
of Mr. Skelton, who had been perfecuted out of England for ‘non-con<,
formity. If fome writers are to be credited, Mr. Williams was .a rigid
Brownift, precife, uncharitable, and of fuch boifterous ‘and ‘turbulent
paflions, as had like to have put the whole country into.a flame.. Being
fettled in the church, he began to vent his fingular notions, as, * That
it was not lawful for an unregenerate man to pray, nor for good ‘men'to
join in family prayer with thofe they judged unregenerate : ‘that it was
not lawful to take an oath to the civil magiftrate ; and therefore; when
the oath of allegiance was tendered him, he refufed it, and advifed his
church to do fo too : that the patent which they had for their lands from
King Charles was invalid, and an inftrument of injuftice, which they
ought to renounce, being injurious to the natives ; the King of England
having no power to difpofe of their lands to his own fubjeéts : that there
fhould be a general and unlimited toleration for all religions ; and to pu-
nifh men for matters of conifcience was perfecution.” It has been ob-
ferved, that although Mr. Williams was fo large and generous in the
principles of toleration; yet he was fo precife in his own condu&, as
to deny all communion with thofe that were not exally of his own
ftandard : He forbid the members of his church at Salem to communi-
cate occafionally with the church at Bofton ; and becaufe they would not
agree to it, he withdrew from them, and fet up a feparate meeting in-
his own houfe, to which many of his zealous admirers reforted.  The
minifters of the other churches took a great deal of pains to convince
him of his errors, but to no purpofe ; whereupon the magiftrates in-
terpofed, and banifhed him the Maflachufets Colony, as a difturber of the
peace of the church and commonwealth: Sentence of banifhment
being read againft Mr. Williams, the whole town of Salem wasin an
uproar ; for he was efteemed an honeft difinterefted man, and of popular
talents in the pulpit ; fo that fuch was the compaflion of the people, oc=
cafioned by his followers raifing a cry of perfecution againft him, that

he would have carried off the greatelt part of the inhabitants of the:
town,
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town, if the minifters of Bofton had not interpofed. A confiderable
number of his friends, however, refolved to hazard their lives and for-
tunes with him. With thefe he travelled towards the fouth, and fettled,
in the {pring of the year 1635, without the jurifdi¢tion of the Maflachu-
fets, at Moofhafick, or Moofachick, which they called Providence, where
they incorporated into a church. The Narraganfet fachem made them
feveral grants of lands; and one of the grants was dated at ¢ Nantigan-
fick, the 24th of March, in the fecond year of their plantation at Moo-
fachick or Providence,” where Mr. Williams refided forty years.

The principal perfons at firft concerned with Mr. Williams as proprie-
tors of the Providence lands, afterward affociated feveral others, until
at length they amounted to the number of one hundred proprictors of
Providence grants, which contained twenty miles {quare.

In 1640, about forty perfons voluntarily formed a fort of civil govern=
ment in the new colony, which was then only one county, as 1s at pre-
fent the province of New Hampthire ; but it was afterward divided into
three counties, and the townfhip or plantation of Providence was di-
vided into the four townfhips of Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, and
Gloucefter : Providence fends four reprefentatives to the general-aflem-
bly ; and the other {ends two each.

In 1637, the {ynod at New Town in Maffachufets Bay condemned
the opinions of many {ectaries, and other perfons thought themfelves
feverely treated by the fubfequent general court ; upon which they, with
their friends and adherents, refolved to quit the country, and forma new
colony. Mr. Williams entertained them for fome time in a friendly man-
ner at Providence, and affifted them in purchafing the Iflands of the In-
dian fachems. Soon after, fome of them went to the Ifland of Aquat-
neck, which they alfo' purchafed from the Indians, and fettled there in
1639 : the grant of the Ifland was figned by the fachems on the 24th of
March 1637-8; and the planters purchafed quit-claims at a confiderable
expence. The fettlement began at the north-eaft end of the Ifland, then
called Pocaflet, and now Portfmouth ; but, in 1644, the Ifland was called
the Ifle of Rhodes, or more properly Rhode Ifland, which foon became
the garden of New England for pleafure and delight. It lies in the Nar-
raganfet Bay; is about fourteen miles in length, and five in breadth.
The fertility and agreeablenefs of the place invited over fo many plan-
ters, as overftocked the Ifland in a few years, and obliged fome of them
to fettle in the adjacent continent, where they purchafed a tradt of

You. L =k land,
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trial of {mall cafes, with the wardens or juftices of the town ; but with
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land, and built feveral towns ; for all which they obtained a charter of
King Charles II. with ample privileges. % 4o1y

Rhode Ifland was foon divided into two townfhips, Newport its cafterly
part, and Portfmouth its wefterly part;