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HISTORY OF CANADA.

BOOK SIXTH.

CHAPTER I.
ESTABLISHMENT OF LOUISIANA.
1683-1712.

Province of Louisiana.—Louis XIV puts several vessels at the disposal of

La Sale to foynd a Settlement there.—His departure with a squadron ;
and misunderstandings with his colleague, M. de Beaujeu.—He misses
the sea-entry of the Mississippi, and is landed in Matagorda bay,
Texas.—Shameful conduct of Beaujeu, who leaves La Sale and the
colonists to their fate.—La Sale builds two fortlets, and calls one St
Louis.—He explores several parts of the country, to no good purpose,
during several months, and loses many of his men.—Despairing of

finding the Mississippi, he sets out for the Illinois, in view of obtaining

succour from France.—Part of his companions murder him and his

nephew.—His assassins fall out; and two of their number killed by
the others.—Joutel and six of the party, leaving the conspirators
behind, reach the Illinois.—Sad fate of most of the party left in the
Texas territory.—D'Iberville undertakes to re-colonise Louisiana, and
settles a colony at Biloxi (1698-8).—Appearance of the British on
the Mis
are refused.—D'Iberville demands free trade for his colony.—Illusive

issippi.—The Huguenots ask leave to settle in Louisiana, but

metallic riches of the country.—The Biloxians removed to Mobile in
1701,—The colony progresses apace.—Death of M. d'Iberville.—An
intendancy appointed, and its evil results.—Louisiana ceded to M
de Crozat. (1712).

The name LOUISIANA was given, in days past, to all the coun-
tries sitnated on the Gulf of Mexico, and which extends from the
bay of Mobile: <. e. eastward, up to the sources of the rivers
which fall into the Mississippi; to the westward, as far as to
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New Mexico and to the ancient kingdom of Leon. Now-a-days,
this vast territory is divided into several States : viz., Texas, to the
west, from the Rio del Norte up to the Sabine; Louisiana, pro-
perly so called, in the centre, from the latter stream as far as Pearl
tiver ; and the Mississippi, at the east, from Pearl River till
some distance from the bay of Mobile; the interspace remaining,
as far as that bay, forms a part of Alabama. To the north of
these States, there are besides those of Arkansas, Missouri, I1li-
nois, &. At the epoch we have now reached in this History, all
these countries were almost unknown. Ferdinand de Soto, a Spanish
voyager, once a companion of Pizarro, traversed, but did not ex
plore this region in 153940, when in search of a new Perou.
Having set out from Holy-Spirit bay in Florida, with fally 1000
soldiers, he proceeded northward as far as the Apalachians ;
thence turning westward, he followed the lower line of that
mountain range in a southerly direction, and arrived at and erossed
the river Tombeckbee, near its junction with the Alabama.
Afterwards*he turned to the north-west, and crossed the Mississippi
above the Arkansas. Turning again to the south, he crossed the
Red River; which became the term of his course, as he died in
1542, near thereto, without having found what he sought. Mos-

cosa, his licutenant, heading the expedition, directed it towards
Mexico, but, stopped by the intervening heights, he retraced his
steps, and proceeded to the sea, on which he re-embarked with
about 350 men, all that remained alive.* Of this enterprise, and of
other voyages undertaken at wide intervals, by Spanish adventurers,
to the northern eoasts of the Gulf, only vague accounts have
reached us.{

We have already noticed the gracious reception of La Sale by
Louis X1V in 1683, when he returned to Franeeand reported his
diseovery of the embouchure of the Mississippi. TLa Sale proposed
to the king that the territory through which that great river flows
should be appropriated as a part of New France; the suggestion was
adopted, and La Sale himself commissioned to begin a colonization

* Jared Sparks: Amer. Biog. xi.

t Carte de la Louisiana, &c., 1782, by G. Delisle, in the Ifinéraire de
la Louisiane ; GARCILASSO DE LA VEeaa; History of the Congquest of Flo-
rida, by Ferdinand de Soto.
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of Louisiana.—To effect this design, four vessels were put at his
disposition : two ships of war, one of

40 and one of 6 guns; with
a hired privateer ship and a trading vessel. The number of per-
sons embarked did not reach 500 in all, including the erews ; and
among the passengers were eight missionaries and several gentle-
men. The squadron; which was commanded by M. de Beaujeu,
sailed from La Rochelle, July 24, 1684. As it proceeded, quar-
rels began between the commodore and La Sale, subsiding into a
mutual aversion, perilous to the expedition. One of the ships
was captured by the Spaniards of San Domingo. The others, led
away by uncomprehended currents, and having faulty nautical in-
struments on board, overpassed their destination by many leagues.
La Sale suspecting that the embouchure of the Mississippi was some
way behind, would have turned helm ; but Beaujeu, a vain and
jealous man, impatient of La Sale’s authority over him, refused
to obey; and continued his western course, as blindly as obsti-
nately.

On the 14th February, the squadron reached Matagorda bay,
Texaz; when La Sale, who knew not that he was 120 leagues distant
from the Mississippi, ordered the captain of the privateer to dis-
embark the people under his charge. Pretending to do so, he
ran his vessel upon reefs,* where it was wrecked, and part of the
cargo lost, including the warlike and other stores of the expedi-
tion.

Instead of censuring the privateer’s-man, Beaujeu took him on
board his own vessel, to sereen him from La Sale’s vengeance;
and when asked to supply as many stores as he had on board, for
partially replacing those lost, he refused to do so under frivolous
pretexts; finally, on the 14th of March, he stood out to sea,
leaving the colonists to their fate, on an unknown and desert
shore.

La Sale, thus put to his shifts, set some of his people to culti-
rate the ground to obtain subsistence for all; and, along with
a few artisans, began to construct a fortlet for defence against the
savages. When near completion, he began to form another, on a
height, two leagues higher up a stream afterwards known as the
riviére des Vaches. This fastness he called Fort St. Louis. But

* Joutel (one of the colonists) : Journal historique.
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his handicraftsmen, being ill selected in France, proved inferior
to their pretensions, and the work proceeded slowly. Worse still,
the seed sown by his men, was, as it came, up trodden down by
wild animals, or perished in the ground. Other misochances oc-
curred : a mutinous spirit arose, and when this was severely
checked by La Sale, his people desponded. Illness followed, un-
der which 30 victims sank. The aborigines also manifested hostile
intentions towards the luckless party, to whom they became all the
more formidable as many of them rode bitted horses, and of course
could not be followed across the prairies when their attacks were
repulsed.

The country itself was agreeable enough, being free from bush,
perfectly level, and well watered; the air was dry and pure, the
temperature mild. But savage and venomous animals formed a con-
siderable part of animated nature in this wilderness; including
tizer-cats ; caimans (alligators), rattlesnakes, &c.

o of forming a proper settlement, set out in

La Sale, despairir
search of the Mississippi; wandering, for some months, in the
direction of the Colorado. At one place, the party was assailed by

the savages and several persons killed. La Belle, a vessel of 6
guns, the only one remaining to him, was wrecked, and the people
in her drowned. A second exploration he made, was as bootless
as the first. Of a score of men composing it, but eight returned.
Meanwhile those left at the bay of St. Bernard (Matagorda, in
Texas) were dwindling away from illness and privation. La
Sale’s case was bad indeed. Ie had intended to despatch the
vessel lately lost to the French Antilles, for succour; and
that obtained, she was afterwards to coast the Gulf seaboard in
search of the Mississippian embouchure.

The means of effecting this being now lost, it was needful to
look to other quarters for aid, as the provisions of the party were
now almost all consumed. La Sale determined to seek assistance
from France; but to make his gituation known, it was needful to
go to Canada. He was a man of decision, and he resolved to go
thither himgelf. By this time his people were reduced from 80
to 37 men ; twenty of whom he left at St. Louis, under M. le
Barbier ; and with the seventeen others he set out for the Illinois
country in January 1687,
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The journey was painful, and its progression slow. Mid-March
was over, and as yet only one of the tributaries of Trinity river *
reached, when some of the men mutinied, murdered M. Moraguet,
La Sale’s nephew, and sought to kill him also. The latter hid
himself, but was sought out and mortally wounded, in presence of
Pére Anastasius, a missionary who was of the party.—A few
handfuls of earth, with a rude cross to mark the place, set up by
the missionary, amid a vast wilderness, now covered all that could
die of the discoverer of Louisiana.

The murderers, after despoiling the dead, resumed their march,
but a dispute soon arose, about their several shares of the booty;
when they rose upon two of their own number, who had been
their leaders in the mutiny, and shot them both. The surviving
eongpirators then took to the woods; while the rest, seven in
number, including a brother of La Sale, Joutel, and Pére Anas
tasius, continued their way towards the Illinois, and reached St.
Louis in mid-September.

The remanent party at Matagorda Bay, meanwhile, had sped
yet worse. Shortly after La Sale left, the savages suddenly at-
tacked them, and killed all but five, who being delivered to the
Spaniards, then jealous of French intrusion, they inhumanly sent
three of these captives to slave in the mines of New Mexico; two
more, sons of a Canadian named Talon, were taken care of by the
Mexican viceroy, and finally entered the Spanish marine service.}

Such was the unprosperous issue of a hopeful expedition, and
which would have probably been even fortuitously successful, if the
French had but remained in the locality where they first pitched
their tent, for Texas is one of the finest and most fertile countries
in the world. But La Sale then committed the same error which
marked and marred his Canadian explorations: he took too many
men with him to the interior. Being, hesides, of a restless tem-
perament, he was always for going ahead; while he ought to
have stuck to the foundations he laid in Texas, and attended to
agricultural pursunits.f

* Mr. Jared Sparks fixes this tragedy at the river Brasos : most others
place it as above.
} Universal History, xi, 278.

I “For force of will, and vast conceptions; for various knowledge,
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During the years of war immediately preceding the peace of Rys-
wick, Louisianian colonisation was quite lost sight of hy the French
ministry ; but the country being attractive, several of the Canadians
who visited it at intervals on their own account,were induced to stay;
and by degrees they formed two trading settlements; one near
the embouchure of the Mi

ssippi, the other on the Mobile:
thence they commerced with the French Antilles.

Probably the reports reaching France that these settlers were
thriving, now induced the court to take up the dropped project of
systematically colonising the country. The Spaniards, who had
exulted over the failure of La Sale, and assuming that the whole
southern territory of North Ameriea was theirs, got the start of the
French authorities; and, after taking or re-taking possession of it,
with the accustomed ceremonials in their king’s name, prastically
vindicated their claim by founding a colony on the Bay of Pen-
sacola, at the western extremity of Florida. But they had not long
settled in that locality, when M. d'Iberville appeared upon the
scene,

After his return from Hudson’s Bay in 1697, this navigator
earnestly applied to the French ministry to be employed in an
expedition to Louisiana; upon which two ghips were put at his
disposition, with orders to search for and ehart the sea-outlets of
the Misgissippi. Accompanied by Messrs. de Sauvole and de
Bienville, he sailed from La Rochelle, in September 1698 ; driven
into Brest by contrary winds, he set out again late in Qetober
and reached San Domingo early in December. Leaving that
island, Jan. 1, 1699, he reached the shores of Florida in 26 days
He essayed to anchor at Pensacola, but being repelled, he passed
and quiet adaptation of his genius te untried cireumstances; for a su-
blime magnanimity, that resigned itself to the will of Heaven, and yeot
triumphed over affliction by energy of purpose and unfaltering hope, he
had no superior among his countrymen. He had won the affection of
the governor of Canada, the esteem of Colbert, the confidence of his
son (marquis de Seignelai), the favour of Louis the Fourteenth, After
beginning the colonization of Upper Canada, he perfocted the diseovery
of the Mississippi, from the Falls of St. Anthony to its mouth: and he
will be remembered, through all time, as the Father of Colonization i
the great central Valley of the West.”—Baxcroxr : History of the United
States, iii, 173-4.—B.
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on to Mobile bay. Returning to San Domingo again (why, does
not appear, unless it were to obtain information to direct him
in his researches), he coasted the seaboard of the Mississippi terri-
tory, till he found the embouchure of its great river, which he
ascended for some distance, and landed at one or mere native
villages near either of its banks. After descending the stream,
erecting a fort at Biloxi Bay, between the Mississippi and the
Mobile river, and leaving M. de Sauvole in command there, he
set sail for France.

He was well reeeived at court, being created a knight of St.
Louis, and soon afterwards nominated governor-general of Louisi-
ana, Late in 1699, he set out with a body of colonials, almost
all Canadians; and arrived at Biloxi in January 1700. The
site of this post was ill adapted for a settlement, except in view of
a trade with the isles and Europe, the country being arid, and the
heat of the climate intense. It was nevertheless well peopled with
aborigines of various tribes. Numbers of these people eame to
welcome D’Therville, whose face they rubbed with white clay, in
token of their esteem; they also presented him with the calumet
of peace, and feasted the French for several days.

Upon his return to Kurope, D'Iberville learned that a British
vessel had heen seen on the Mississippi; and that a number of
Carolinian colonists had advanced to the river Yasous, in the
Chickasaw territory. English attention had been drawn towards
this country by Pére Hennepin,® who to a new edition of his
“ Deseription of Louisiana’ prefixed a dedication to William I11,
inviting him to appropriate the country, and cause the gospel to
be preached to its heathen people. That king, aceepting the pro-
posal, sent three vessels, with a body of Huguenots embarked in
them, to found a protestant colony on the M

ssippi. These
people proceeded as far as the provinee of Panuco, intending to
form an alliance with the Spaniards, and induce them to expel
the French catholics from Biloxi:{ but their projeet was not
relished, or likely to be, jealous as the Spaniards were of all the

* Louis XIV gave orders to arrest this monk if he ever came to Ca-
nada. Official Correspondence.
t Universal History, xi, n. 78,
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French as colonists. Still the court of the Escurial made complaints
to that of Versailles against the colonisation of any part of what
was called the “ Spanish Indies”; but the family relations be-
tween the two royal families beeoming eloser, no further notice was
taken of the alleged encroachments.

A great number of Huguenots (so were the French Protestants
nicknamed by their catholic fellow-countrymen) had settled in
Virginia, Carolina, &e., after their expulsion or flight from
France. They were received, as they deserved to be, for valu-
able colonists. In Massachusetts, they were allowed to send
members to Assembly. They founded several cities, now flour-
ishing. Others of them, preferring to live among their com-
patriots, even in enforced exile, petitioned Louis XIV to let them
settle in Louisiana, intimating that they would be submissive to
his will in all things else, if their religious richts were not inter-
fered with; but His Majesty, in answer to M. de Pontehartrain,
said, he “ had not driven the Protestants out of his kingdom with
an intent that they should form a republic in America.” They
renewed their request, during the Orleans regency, and the refusal
was repeated.

Meanwhile, I Therville aseended the Mississippi as far as the
Natchez’ country, where he intended to build a town. While he
was with the Tinssas’ tribe (neighbours of the Natchez) a violent
storm arose. A thunderbolt struck the idol temple of the Tinssas
and set it on fire. Forthwith the savages howled dismally, tore
their hair, rubbed their faces and bodies with clay, invoking the
Great Spirit the while. Mothers brought their babes, strangled
them, and threw the bodies into the flames. Seventeen of those
innocents were thus saerificed, despite the efforts of the French to
prevent it.’®

After ashortstay in the country, D'Iberville returned to Biloxi,
where he fixed his head-quarters. He wrote to Paris, to ask that
freedom of trade should prevail in the colony. The country was
roported to abound in the precious metals, which turned out to
be an illusion. A vein of copper was discovered, but it was found
too far off to be profitably worked. Parties ascended the Red

* Relation, ou Annale véritable, &c., 1699-1721, by Penicaut: Paris
Documents, Series 2.
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River, the Arkansas, and the Missouri, nearly to the Rocky Moun-
tains, in search of gold, but found no sure signs of any.

D'Iberville having revisited France, late in 1701, got command
of three ships of war, in which he returned to Biloxi, with orders to
strengthen and extend the settlements already formed, and labour
to prevent the British from entering the country. A four-bastion-
ed fort was erected at Mobile. After a survey of the territory,
D’Iberville sent a report to Paris, and recommended that emi-
orants should be sent in numbers, husbandmen especially. Find-
ing that he had made a bad choice for his trading capital, he
cused the settlers at Biloxi toremove to Mobile.

By degrees the French population inereased, under the foster-
ing care of D'Iberville; but their protector’s-career was now near
its close. A life of incessant toils, in peace and war, had worn
out his constitution. He fell ill of yellow fever in 1702 ; and,
when convalescing, had to return to Europe. Ever restless, he
proposed, to the king, to attack the fleets.of Virginia and New-
foundland. The means of doing so were assigned to him at first,
and then diverted to other purposes. He fell seriously ill again,
and had not quite recovered when he offered to capture Barbadoes,
with other West India Islands, and sweep from the American
waters all British trade. M. Ducape had previously offered to
take Jamaica: the plans of the two were now conjoined. They
were tried in 1706, but proved abortive. D'Iberville, indeed,
captured Nevis, took prisoner and carried away the governor and
the colonists, 7000 negroes, and a great booty, landing the whole in
Martinique, to the great enrichment of that French island.

When about to seek out the British convoys according to pro-
mise, he was smitten a second time with yellow fever and died,
July 9, 1706, aged 44 years. This hero, as redoubtable a eaptain
on sea as on land, was born at Montreal in 1662, being one of
geveral sons, all more or less distinguished, of Charles le Moyne,
Seigneur of Longueuil, near that city. The family was of Norman
extraction.

Two years after D'Iberville’s death, M. Dion d’Artaguette came
to Louisiana as a kind of royal intendant, his prescribed duty being
to labour for the advancement of the industry of the colony.
Under his superintendence, all things retrograded; yet, all the
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while, the people of France were wished to believe that the colony
was in the most flourishing state. In 1711, the Tsle Dauphine
was ravaged by corsairs; causing a loss to the crown of property
valued at 80,000 francs. The colony was founded on wnsound
bases, observes Raynal, and could not long prosper. ““ Going on
from bad to worse,” says he, *there remained in it but 28 im-
poverished families; when the public was surprised to learn, in
1712, that M. Crozat * had asked and obtained for himself a 16
years' lease of the whole trade of Louisiana.”—But before pro-
ceeding with the annals of this eolony, it is time to return to the
affairs of Canada, our more immediate subject.

* In the original printed 1742, by mistake. Antoine Crozat, marquis
du Chdtel, was a rich financier, probably one of the farmers-general, —B.




CHAPTER II
TREATY OF UTRECHT.
17011-713.

A French colony settled at Detroit.—Four years’ peace.—% War of the
Succession.”—Operations in America.—Neutrality in the western re-
gion : hostilities confined to the maritime provinces.—Trinal state of
Acadia.—Quarrels among the western savages.—Raids 4n New En-
gland by the French and the Abenaquis.—Destruction of Deerfield and
Haverhill (1708).—Colonel Schuyler's remonstrances on these acts,
and M. de Vaudreuil’s defence of them.—Captain Church ravages
Acadia (1704).—Colonel Marck's two sieges of Port-Royal ; i3 re-
pulsed in both (1707).—Notices of Newfoundland : hostilities in that
island; M. de Subercase fails to take Fort St. John (1705).—M. de St.
Ovide captures St. John (1709).—Further hostilities in Newfoundland.
—The Anglo-American colonists eall on the British government to
aid them to conquer Canada : promises made in 1709, and again in
1710, to send the required aid, but none arrives.—General Nicholson
besieges and takes Port-Royal.—The articles of its capitulation
diversely interpreted. Resumption and termination of hostilities in
Acadia.—Third attack meditated on Quebee, and double invasion of
Canada ; the Iroquois arm again.—Disasters of the British maritime
expedition.—The Outagamis at Detroit ; savages’ intents against that
settlement; their defeat, and destruction.—Re-establishment of Michi-
limackinac.—Sudden change of ministry in England, its eonsequen-
ces.—Treaty of Utrecht; stipulations in it regarding New France,—
Reflections on the comparative strength of France at this time and at
the death of Louis XIII.

M. de Calliére, forecasting the advantages which would attend
the possession of a fortified port on the shore of the détroit, or
strait between the farthest great lakes, sent one of his officers, named
la Mothe-Cadillac, with 100 Canadians and a jesuit missionary,
to form a settlement, in June 1701, near the lower end of Lake
St. Clair, where its waters pass into lake Erie. The important
American city of DETROIT, Which has, for part of its site, that of
the post established in the first year of the 18th century, now
contains at least 40,000 inhabitants, many of whom are of French
descent. It was taken by the British in 1760, by the Americans
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in 1812. Its early annals, like those of all the frontier towns
of North America during past ages, are replete with the incidents
of war. It was harassed, in turn, by the aborigines and by the
British, and sometimes attacked by both. But its earliest and
worst enemies were famine and disease,* which stunted the early
growth of a settlement located in one of the finest regions of
America, enjoying a position inferior to none for all the purposes
of internal trade.

The intriguers for Louis XIV in Spain, having, Oect. 2, 1700,
persuaded its moribund king, Charles II, to appoint Philip duke
of Anjou, second son of the dauphin of France, as his successor,
shortly thereafter the young prinee ascended the Spanish throne
as Philip IT; whereupon great umbrage was taken by politic
sticklers for the ““ balance of power ” in Europe. Alien discontents
increasing, a treaty, offensive as against France and Spain, was
signed Sept. 7, 1701, by the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain,

the Emperor of Germany, and the Dutch States ;

in which after-
wards conjoined Portugal, Savoy, and the kingdom of Prussia,—
[the latter a regality then only a few monthsold.] Hostilities im-
mediately followed, taking the name of “ The War of Succession.”
With these Kuropean troubles Canada had no earthly concern ; but
the extension of the war thither cannot have been unwelcome, since
its people forthwith proposed to essay the conquest of New England.
They were admonished by the French ministry to lie quiet;
that, for the present at least, their neutrality was desirable, and
even necessary ; and that their governor-general ought to do his
best to maintain it intact. D’Iberville asked only 400 French re
gulars and 1000 Canadian militia for the capture of New York
and Boston, which he proposed to reach, in winter, by the river
Chaudiére ; but he was told that such a force, small asit was, could
not be spared. Deferring, for the present, an attempt to obtain
a portion of the coveted Atlantic seaboard by force, the Canadian
authorities set about strengthening their positions in the interior.
The lately-formed settlement at Detroit, could it be maintained,
was a great acquisition ; but it was viewed with jealous eyes by the

* This was the small-pox, which ravaged Canada in 1703, and re-
duced the population of Quebec 25 per cent.
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British. With respect to the native populations, there was little
cause for inquietude. By the treaty of Montreal, the neutrality
at least, of the most formidable tribes, those of the Iroquois, was
assured. The Canadian authorities had obtained a moral hold
upon numbers of that people, through the conversions made by
the missionaries they sent among them. Envoys from New York
had tried, but in vain, to obtain their expulsion.

The first hostilities between the French and English colonists
took place in Newfoundland and Acadia; they were unimportant.
Before any operation of consequence was entered upon, New
France lost its governor-general ; M. de Calli¢res dying May 26,
1703, after administering the colony four years and a half. = The
marquis de Vaudreuil, governor of Montreal, was nominated his
sucecessor, at the instance of the people of the province; but this
appointment was conceded with some hesitation, because his coun-
tess was a native-born Canadian ! *

The leaders of the Iroquois confederation, not understanding
what the French and British had to war about, proposed to medi-
ate between them, to bring about an accommodation! one of them
observing that « the Huropeans must be of ill-conditioned mind,
to wage war, or to make peace, for causes which Iroquois right
reason could not sanction.” They spoke of the British colonists
as their allies, not their protectors; recommending, or rather or-
daining that the Canadians should not attack them. This being
reported to the French king, he wrote to M. de Vaudreuil, that if
successful war could be levied against the British possessions, at
little cost, it might be ventured on ; but if not, that the Iroquois
mediation should be accepted. ¥ His minister, meantime, recom-
mended the governor to avoid invasions of the Anglo-American
territory for the present, and to do his utmost to secure the alliance
of all the native tribes.

But besides the danger arising from British influence among

* This intimation was given incidentally to M. de Vaudreuil in 1706, in
a letter from the minister reproving him for licensing, in favour of his
connexions, traffic prohibited by royal ordinances.

t Louis XIV, the haughtiest of monarchs, here manifested the inconsis-
tent qualities of Pope’s Sporus; “a wit that creeps, a pride that licks
the dust,”"—2B,
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the savage nations, to French disadvantage, they were often on
the verge of the deadliest war. Thus at this time, while the Hu-
vons were evincing British tendencies, the Ottawas and the
Mifimis, eonjointly, fell upon some bands of the Iroquois at Cata-
racoui. The savages of the interlacunar Straits ({e Détroit), had
gent deputies to Albany ; and colonel Schuyler was moving heaven
and earth, as it were, to alienate the Iroquois from Canada. But
for the Abenaquis, he would have already gained some of the Iro-
quois converts of Sault St. Louis and La Montagne. His intrigues
against the French were incessant, and not always overscrupulous.
In 1704, he instigated savages to set fire to the Detroit settlement
in order to force the people to abandon it. In a word, so long as
the British and French were at war, it was almost impossible for
the aborigines to be compelled, or persuaded, to observe neutrality.

When matters were already tending to a erisis, in 1706, a war
was pn’.(:ipitutud through the mismanagement of La Mothe, go-
vernor of Detroit. The Midmis had killed, thereabouts, some of
the Ottawas ; the relations of the deceased called on La Mothe
to be their avenger. He promised to make inquiry, and act ac-
cordingly ; but instead, set out for Quebee,—possibly to take
counsel of the authorities there. The Ottawas of the locality, in
no good humour at this evasion, which they mistook as an intended
snare for their total destruction, had their feelings outraged by a
brutal act of a French officer, who killed an Ottawa for striking
his dog, the animal having previously bitten the man. They now
took the law in their own hands, and attacked the Miimis; who fled
before them and took refuge at the fort, the guns of which had to
be played upon their pursuers to drive them off. Numbers of the
savages, on both sides, were killed ; also some of the French, includ-
ing Pére Constantine, a misgionary.

lThis untoward event much grieved M. de Vaudreuil; who was
also perplexed greatly when a deputation from the Iroquois tribes
arrived, demanding that the ¢ perfidious Ottawas” should be
rendered up to them for punishment. This he refused to do; but he
called on the Ottawas to give up to him the parties implicated.
Impatient at delayed justice, which they mainly imputed to the
double-dealing of M. la Mothe, who had let their enemies go free
intermediately, the Mifimis, in savage-like reprisal, killed all the



TREATY OF UTRECHT. 17

French in their horde. Cadillac was preparing to avenge their
murders ; but his hand was stayed, on learning that the Hurons
and the Iroquois had concerted to fall suddenly upon all the
French then in the Detroit territory. He entered into a treaty
with the Mifimis, instead of punishing them ; and when the Hurons
and Iroquois returned from the scene of contention, he fell upon
the Mifimis with 400 men and obliged the survivors to submit
to such terms as he chose to prescribe,

‘While M. de Vaudreuil was firmly and skilfully holding in leash
the forest ““dogs of war,” ever ready to fly at friend or foe, he
ascertained that the Abenaquis had been tampered with by the New
Englanders, and might turn against the French. To forestall the
former, he found means to persuade the Abenaquis to take the
field against those who thus sought their alliance. This was an
extreme measure certainly ; but the security, the existence even, of
the French in Canada, then imperilled, was an imperious reason
which silenced all others. When war re-commenced, the Bostonians
had obtained a treaty of peace with a section of the Abenaquis.
In order to break this paction, a body of Abenaquis warriors not
comprehended in it were joined to some Canadians, and the united
corps, commanded by M. Beaubassin, were let loose, early in 1703,
upon the country between the French south-eastern frontiers and
Boston; which they ravaged with fire and steel from Casco to
Wells.®* The Massachusetts people, unprepared as they were for

this barbarous onslaught, made little efficient resistance for some
time; but at length (in autumn) turned upon their invaders, and
gave no quarter to any of the Abenaquis whom they overcame,
M. de Vaudreuil, finding his savage bands hard pressed in turn,
sent to their aid, during the winter, 350 Canadians, under Hertel
de Rouville. This corps, traversing the Alleghanies, arrived at
Deerfield, late in the evening of the last day of February, 1704,
Here, as at Schenectady on a former oceasion, | the Canadiang

* Mr. Bancroft gives a touching account of the sufferin gs of the colo-
nists of Massachusetts at this time, victims of the alleged defensive po-
licy of their fell enemies across the lines.—B.

1 We are willing to trust the assurances of M. Garneau,—for they are
needful as a set off against the discredit attaching to what he calls « the
cruel mode of war followed at that epoch”—that “the child

iren and young
Vor. II.—s
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found the unsuspecting inhabitants in their beds, whence they
were similarly dragged —many of them killed, and the survivors

made captive,

In the same year, another attack on New England was coneerted
at Montreal, in an assembly of the ehristened chiefs of tribes. Amn
expedition was formed, of as many savages as could be persuaded
to join it, with a corps of Canadians over 100 strong ; intending
to assault Portsmouth, in New Hampshire. Finding the foree in-
sufficient, the invadersstopped short at Haverhill, on the Merrimae.
M. Hertel de Rouville, their commander, either eonsidering the
enterprize perilous (for the colonists were on their guard this time)
or else to give a pious example to his “ savage Christians,” exhorted
any of his followers who had mutual enmities to forget them and
fall upon their knees with him in prayer. - This done, they rushed
upon the defenders of the place, who made a stout resistanee, but
were finally overcome, nmmbers of them killed and many of the
chief inhabitants carried off, after their dwellings had been pillaged
and burnt* A hue-and-ery being raised in the swromunding
eountry, the vietors were not allowed to retire unseathed with
their booty. Intercepted in their retreat, they were nearly defeat-
ed, and some of their best men left dead behind.

The attacks of these Canadian bands plunged the New Eng-
Janders into despendency. Colonel Schuyler, in their name, remon-

people taken prisoners were tenderly treated by theresident Canadians,
who were always kind te the uwnfortunate.” He adds that, become
adult, such prisoners often embraeced eatholicism, and were adopted
as naturalised French ; adding, ‘“ the registers of the superior council
contain many pages of English names of parties taking out letters of
maturalisation.”—B.

* The suthor must have mistaken the year of this esploit :—4 Tn 1708,
Haverhill in Massachusetts was burned by the Indians, about 100 per-
sons killed, and many more carried into eaptivity. Similar ineursions
were made along the whole nerthern border, from the river Ste. €roix
to the great lakes ; and the Listory of those times abounds with stories
of scalping and plundering parties of Indians attacking the defenceless
villages, burning the houses, killing numbers of helpless inhabitants,
without distinction of age or sex; ard then hurrying back to Canada
with a handful of captives, before a foree could be raised sufficient to
resist or to punish the aggression.” Frosr's Hist, U, States, p. 84.—B.
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gtrated with M. de Vaudreuil on the subjeet; saying, “I have
thought it my own duty towards God and man to prevent, as far
as possible, the infliction of such cruelties as have been too often
committed on the unfortunate colonists.”” But, while lifting up a
testimony against such excesses, he was himself intriguing
with the Iroquois and other native allies of the French, to break
off their relations with them ; in other words, to repeat the like
seenes in Canada, as those already acted in New England. It
was such inimical polity as Schuyler’s which had reduced Canada
to the sad necessity of launching savages against its enemies. He
knew of the horrors committed at British instigation, by the Iro-
quois, on the Canadians during the former war; that, in Boston
itself, the French and Abenaguis taken were treated with a eruelty,
equalling the at-least barbarities he denounced ; he was aware of the
fact, that the British had more than once violated the law of na-
tions by revoking accorded capitulations. Finally, he knew that
while French prisoners were go unworthily used, British captives
were always well treated by Canadians and their savages allies.™
We now turn a passing glance on Acadian affairs.—M. de Brouil-
lon, governor at Placentia, had replaced M. de Villebon, who died
in July 1700. The former was ordered to strengthen the fortifica-
tions of Lia Héve, and to extend the colony’s trading operations, by
driving away fishermen of British blood from its coasts. Obtaining
no aid to carry out these direetions from France, he encouraged cor-
sairs to make a refuge of La Héve. The people of the place thereby
became so flush of cash, that they were enabled to recompense the
savages for their raids in New England, entered upon to avenge
damage done to the seaboard Acadians by British ships. The
Bostonians, in reprisal for the Decrfield massacre, equipped an
expedition to attack Acadia.f The armament was composed of

* During these wars the French appear to have acted with the greatest
barbarity towards their prisoners; fully equalling, in that respect, the
conduct of the Indians themselves.” W. H. Smire.—B,

t “ The brave colonists were by no means passive under their injuries.
Believing that the French were the instigators of all the Indian hostili-
ties, they were constantly raising large fleets and armies for the purpose
of depriving them of their American possessions. Expeditions were
repeatedly fitted out for Nova Scotia (Acadia), at the sole expense of
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three ships of war, 14 transports, and 30 barges; the land force
was 550 strong, commanded by captain Church, a veteran officer,
who volunteered his services on the occasion. The posts on the
Penobscot and Passamaquoddy rivers were first attacked, and put
to fire and sword. The turn of Port-Royal was to come next,
but the assailants were repulsed by a handful of defenders. They
afhwk'ud Les Mines, and were thence also driven away. At Beau-
bassin they suffered great loss. Church spent part of the summer
in descents on divers parts of the seaboard, taking about fifty prison-
ers, but no spoil.

A second expedition, for nothing le
Acadia this time, was got up by the New Englanders in 1707,
The land force, 2000 strong, led by colonel Marck, was embarked
in 23 transports, convoyed by two ships of war. June 6, the

ss than the conquest of

F<T»

Stlu:uh'nn appeared before Port-Royal. The works of the town,
then an insignificant place, were dilapidated, the garrison weak ;
but M. de St. Castin, with 60 Canadians, who arrived some hours
before the enemy, were a great help to M. de Subercase, the suc-
cessor of M. de Brouillon, who died in 1706. The fortifications
were hastily repaired under fire of the besiegers, and were so well
defended, that, after making an unsuccessful assault on the evening
of the sixth day, they retired early on the next.

Great was the public mortification, or rather indignation, at
this signal discomfiture. Marck, as fearing to show face, remained
with the fleet at Kaskébé. Advice was sent to him to remain
there; whither three vessels more were despatched, having 500
or 600 fresh soldiers on board. Thus reinforced, Marck again
appu;n'v:l before Port-Royal, August 20. The New Englanders
were once more repulsed, and with greater loss than before ; being
obliged to re-embark in great haste. Thus ended an enterprise,
which abased the self-love of the men of Massachusetts, and ex-
hausted the colonial finances.

We pass next, for a moment, to contemporary affairs in New-
foundland. When the existing war began, the British made hostile

New England. The British Government was too much occupied in
humbling Louis XIV, to render more than occasional and insufficient
aid to the colonists in their arduous struggle.” Frost's Hist. p. 84.—B,
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descents on the coasts where the French were settled ; and it was
not till the year 1703 that the latter could make reprisals. Their
first feat was the capture of the British post of Fourillon, where
they burnt several ships also. In winter succeeding, the French
colonists did much damage to British commerce in the Newfound-
land waters; but this was little compared with what followed.

M. de Subercase, then governor of the island, at the head of
450 men, including 112 Canadians under M. de Beaucourt, took
the field Feb. 15, 1704, and marched towards St. John's. Feb.
26, he reached Rebon, which was yielded up. March 1-2, St.
John's was taken without resistance and burnt. But the garri
sons of two forts, erected for its defence, stood out successfully.
The French and their savage allies burnt Fourillon and every
other British establishment in the country, except that in Carbon-
niére island, then inaccessible; and ravaged all their plantations
in the open country.

Late in 1708, M. de St. Ovide, king’s lieutenant at Plaisance,
volunteered to take the forts of St. John’s, which covered the
trade in the island, without cost to the government. The offer
was accepted. Assembling 170 men, he set out Dee. 14, and
arrived near the place Jan. 1, 1709, which he recognised by
moonlight, and determined to assault at onee. A third fort had
been erected for better defence of the place. The two the French
failed to take before, were carried in half an hour. The other,
much stronger, was surrendered 24 hours afterwards. M. de
Costebelle, governor at Plaisance, sent orders to blow up the works
of St. John's, which was done.

The sole remaining British possession in Newfoundland was
Carbonniére. A sea and land force, led by Gaspard Bertram, a
corsair of Plaisance, was despatched against it soon afterwards,
but failed to take it. Bertram was killed ; but his men made
prize of a well-laden British ship. With this exception, the
French had now the mastery in all Newfoundland, but cannot be

sed it with their few forces.

said to have Posse
The British ecolonists, thus baffled in their own invasive pro-
jects against New Franece, turned to the mother country for aid.

The house of assembly of New York, in 1709, sent a petition *

* Either M. Garneau or Mr, Bancroft must be mistaken as to the date
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to Queen Anne, craving that she would accord the people of her
American plantations such assistance as would enable them to
expel the French from the country. Colonel Vetch, who was the
inspirer of this application, had already proposed to the British
ministry a plan for making an assured conguest of Canada, by a
simultaneous assault of Quebec; and an invasion of the colony
across Lake Champlain territory. It was promised that five re-
giments of the line should be embarked in England, and despatch-
ed to Boston. With these were to be conjoined 1200 militia-men,
brigaded in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. These troops form-
ed the land force intended to besiege Quebee. A second corps,
4,000 strong, a moiety being savages, were to advance against
Montreal. Schuyler had succeeded, by this time, in securing the
co-operation of four out of the Five Nations in the war. To sup-
port it, the provinces of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey
issued their earliest paper-money.

The place of rendezvous for the integral portions of the second
corps above mentioned was on the banks of Lake Champlain, as
oresaid. When collected, in July, Governor Nicholson set to
work constructing a camp, forming magazines of provisions and

af

munitions of war, preparing means of transport, &e.

The Canadian authorities, at the same time, were making pre-
parations to repel the invasion. The defensive works of Quebee
were put in order, and other precautionary measures adopted.

of the above-mentioned address. In the Hist. U. States of the latter
(vol. iii), the incident is thus entered :—

“In 1710, the legislature of New York unanimously addressed the
queen on the dangerous progress of French domination at the West ;
observing, ‘It is well known that the French can go by water from
Quebec to Montreal. From thence they can do the like, through rivers
and lakes, at the back of all your Majesty’s plantations on this conti-
nent, as far as Carolina; and in this large tract of country live several
nations of Indians who are vastly numerous. Ameng those they con-
stantly send emissaries and priests, with toys and trifles, to insinuate
themselves into their favour. Afterwards they send traders, then sol-
diers, and at last build forts among them ; and the garrisons are en-
couraged to intermarry, cohabit, and incorporate among them: and it
may easily be coneluded that, upon a general peace, many of the dis-
banded soldiers will be sent thither for that purpose.’ "—B.
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The whole armed foree in the colony was but 4,150 men, besides
700 sailors and savages.

The New England colonists, who had executed their part of the
scheme for invasion with completeness and despatch, had made no
allowance for the proverbial tardiness of the British government
officials. When the regulars were ready to embark, months after
the time, it was found convenient to employ them in Spain.—
Meantime discontent, followed by disease, the consequences of in-
certitude and inaction, abated the martial ardour of the army
encamped ot Lake Champlain, and the militia-men yearned teo
revisit their homesteads.

The Iroguois, probably imputing the inaction of the Anglo-
Americans to fear of the French, began to vacillate; and during
the winter, deputations from the Onnontaguez and Agniers na-
tions came to sound the views of the Canadian autherities : doubt-
less in view of selling their services to the highest bidder. They
returned, it is said, “ well pleased with their reception :” [meaning,
it is presumable, that they did not leave the gubernatorial presence
empty-handed].

In a grand council which was held .at Onnondago, one of the
chief orators remarked that their independence was only main-
tained by the mutual jealousy of the two European nations; and
as it would be impolitic to let either quite prevail over the other,
it, was inexpedient to join in the present British expedition against
the French. In consequence, most of the warriors assembled at
Lake Champlain withdrew. The commanders there, already
discouraged, burnt their blockhouses, &e., and gave up the enter-
prize for the present.

Contemporaneously, governor Nicholson speeded to England to
obtain information regarding the intents of the British ministry,
and to urge upon its members the importance of the ends in view,
and deprecate the dangers of farther delay in carrying them out.
He returned with a few ships-of-war, and a regiment of marines;
and it was promised that a squadron should be sent early in the
spring. Summer passed, autumn arrived; and none appeared.
Not to let the season pass idly by, he proposed to employ the
force he had in hand against the French possessions in Canada, and

his suggestion was adopted by the provincial assemblies. An ex-
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pedition was promptly got up, of fifty vessels, in whieh were em-
barked five regiments of militia, about 3,500 men in all, which
sailed from Boston Sept. 18, 1710, and arrived at Port-Royal
Sept. 24.

The land force was disembarked without resistance, and pro-
ceeded to invest the place. Governor Suberease sustained bombard-
ment till October 16, when he capitulated, his poor garrison of
156 famished seoldiers * marching out with the honours of war.”
[ Their proud monarch’s magazines had been so poorly stored, that
the victors had to deal immediate rations to his starving soldiers.]
The garrison and people of the town, 480 persons in all, were,
in virtue of a stipulation in the eapitulation, transported to La
tochelle.  The econquerors of this miserable place (with a vain-
lorious name) re-christened it “ Annapolis,” out of compliment

was left in pos-
session, with Colonel Vetch as commandant. The British parlia-
ment afterwards voted £23,000 to defray the cost of the expedi-

o
L

) the queen-regnant. A garrison, 450 strox

tion,

A misunderstanding arose with respect to the capitulation of
Port-Royal. As Nicholson understood its terms, the eession of
all French Acadia as well as the ecapital was to follow.. As this
interpretation was repudiated by Subercase, Colomel Livingston

was gent to Quebee to remonstrate with the governor-general on
the subject, who asserted that Suberease had taken a right view

of the case. Livingston teok occasion also to denounce the
eruelties committed by the savages in French pay; and said that
if they were continued, the British would retaliate upon the chief
inhabitants of Acadia. M. de Vaudreuil replied, that he was not
responsible for what the savages did; that the odium of the war
Iay upon these whe had refused to ratify the proposed neutrality ;
and that, if such a threat were realised, eertain reprisals would
follow on British prisoners. This reply, however, he did not
make to Livingston, but to the governor of Massachusetts, direct-
ing Messrs. de Rouville and Dupuy to deliver it in Boston; and to
tal
thither and returning, for the direction of the leader of any inva-
sion of it by the French, at a future time.

The Baron St. Castin (a half breed), appointed French governor

s heedful note of the localities they passed through in going
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of Aeadia, issuing from his head-quarters at Pentagoit, for some time
greatly harassed the British in the country, even sending a force
to invest Port-Royal. The latter, on their part, retaliated on the
French inhabitants; most of whom were constrained, from fear of
starvation. to submit to their domination. A party of British, 4"‘|11
one of their roving expeditions, was massacred by the patives, in
a place which thence was ealled * Bloody Cove.”

The loss of Acadia was sensibly felt in Franee. M. de Pontr
chartrain (Jéréme), successor of his father, deceased in 1699, as
minister of marine, wrote to M. de Beauharnais: I impressed
upon you how important it is that Acadia be retaken before the
enemy have time to colonise that country. The eonservation of
New i“r;m(':o and our fisheries alike demand its re-poss ssion by
us.”  Yet no force was sent to effect that object so much deside-
rated ; although all that M. de Vaudreuil asked, in order to make
the attempt, was two transports to bear his (anadians thither.
The minister, instead, devised a plan for colonising the country
by a company, at no cost to the king; but no one was found wil-
ling to embark in such an enterprise.

Greneral Nicholson paid a second visit to England to press th.e
suit Colonel Schuyler made in person the year before to theVBr;-
tish ministry, that Canada should be taken possession of. Five
sachems or chiefs, of the Troquois natives, accompanied him, who,
having been presented to Queen Anme by the Duke of Shrews-
bury,* were much caressed in London society; and this the rather,
because they expressed much affection for the British colonists,
and an aversion to the French.f

* One of these sachems, it is said, was grandfather to Thayendanegea,
alias Captain Joseph Brant, W. H. Samira.—They were carried in two
of the royal coaches to St. James’s palace; Wapr.—B.

t M. Garneau prints here, that “Mr. St. John, afterwards Viscount
Bolingbroke, a statesman of more imagination than judgment, then min-
asked (by the British colonists). He
interested himself in the enterprise as if he had been its author, and

ister, promised to do all that was

boasted of having plannedjit.” Henry St. John was not then in power,
had never as yet been, and wag not at that time likely to be. The ca-
marilla intrigue which made him second minister of state did not take
place till late in September ; the Iroquois were presented April 18, and
they left, along with Nicholson, in spring.—B.
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The Tory party in Britain, whose leaders had been kept in the
background for many years by the Whigs, and whose cause reposed
on the military talents of the Duke of Marlborough and the in-
fluence of his duehess, were now too much occupied with their
own selfish interests to find time to attend to those of the nation
either at home or abroad. Aecordingly, the project for invading
Canada, entertained by their predecessors, lay in abeyance till
next year. In spring 1711, an expedition was got up to act in
eonjunction with such forces as the plantations eould supply, for
the invasion of Canada. The fleet, under the orders of Admiral
Sir Hovenden Walker, had companies of seven regiments of regu-
lars on board, draughted from the army Marlborough was leading
from vietory to victory.* The foree was put under the charge of
brigadier-general Hill.

Walker arrived in Boston harbor, June 25; where his pre-
sence was impatiently expected. The land force was now ang-
mented by the junetion of the militias of New York, New Jersey,
Conneeticut, &e., which raised it to a total of 6,500 infantry.
The flect now consisted of 88 ships and transports. The army,
which was intended to act simultaneously with the ascent to Quebee
by an advance on Montreal, and was now re-eonstituted, got ready
to act, under the orders of general Nicholson, as before. It was
composed of 4,000 Massachusetts’ and other militia men, and 600
Iroquois. Having moved his corps to the banks of lake Greorge,
Nicholson there awaited the event of the attack on Quebec!
Meantime, the invading fleet sailed from Boston, July 30.

The opposing foree of the Canadians was proportionally small,
in number at least. It did not execed 5,000 men of all ages be-
tween 15 and 70, and included at the most 500 savages. But
Quebee was now in a hetter state for defence than ever it had been
before, there being more than 100 eannons mounted on the works.
The banks of the St. Lawrence immediately below the city were

* M. Garneau designates these soldiers as “‘veterans drawn from the
army of Marlborough then under the orders of general Hill, brother of
Madame Masham” [Abigail Hill, afterwards Lady Masham]. The Duke
was not superseded till December 30, 1711, when the Duke of Ormond,
not General Hill, took the chief command. The British continental
corps were not broken up till some time afterwards.—B,
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so well guarded, that it would have been perilous to an enemy to
land anywhere ; above it, the invaders would hardly adventure,
The garrison was carefully marshalled, and every man assigned to
an appointed place, with orders to repair to it as soon as the enemy’s
fleet appeared.

But the elements were now the best defenders of Canada, which
Providence seemed to have taken under his special protection.
During the night of August 22, a storm from the south-west arose,
accompanied by a dense fog, in the gulf of St. Liawrence ; and the
hostile fleet was put in imminent jeopardy for a time. The ad-
miral’s ship barely escaped wreck upon breakers. Hight of the
transports were driven ashore on the Ile-aux-(Hufs, one of the
seven Islands, and 900 out of 1,700 persons on board perished
in the waves. Among the corpses strewed on the beach after-
wards, were found the bodies of a number of emigrants from
Scotland, intended colonists for Anglicised Canada; and among
other waifs found at the same time were copies of a proclama.
tion to the Canadians, in Queen Anne’s name, ascerting the suze-
rainty of Britain, in right of the discovery of their: country by
Cabot.*

Admiral Walker now altered his course and rendezvoused with
his scattered fleet, as soon as it ecould be collected, at Cape Breton .
where he called a council of war, in whieh it was decided to re-
nounce the enterprize. The British division of the fleet left for
England, and the colonial vessels returned to Boston. But dis-
asters ceased not to attend this ill-starred expedition; for the
Feversham, an English frigate of 36 guns, and three transports,
were lost when still in the Laurentian gulf; while the Edgar, of
70 guns, Walker's flag-ship, was blown up at Portsmouth, Octo.
ber 15, with 400 men on board.

* This document (authentic or not) is given at length by Pére Char-
levoix.—B.

t The admiral, who returned to port Oect. 7, was ashore with all
the other officers at the time of the accident. Wapr's British History:
‘ This expedition was ill managed, and the British fleet, owing to tem-
pestuous weather and ignorance of the coasts, met with many disasters ;
losing by shipwreck, August 22, eight transports with 884 officers
soldiers, and seamen.” M. MarTin's British Colonies.—B.
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M. de Vaudreuil, as soon as he ascertained that Quebee was
safe from present attack, formed a corps, 3,000 strone, at Cham-
) l ? ? o)
bly, to oppose general Nicholson, should the advance on Montreal
Js PI : )
be persevered in: but mone was attempted.
though the provincial militia were still kept embodied, and the

On the contrary,

frontier posts strengthened, these precautions were taken in ex-
pectation of a counter-invasion by the Canadians. The latter,
about this time, had a dangerous thorn planted in their side through
an incursion of the Qutagamis, a brave but truculent nation, fre-
quenting the savannahs beyond lake Michizan. At the instigation
of the Troquois, the latter—themselves impelled by British in-

fluence—induced parties of the Outagamis to move eastwards

and squat in the region around Detroit; some of them taking a
position close to the French settlement there ; that savage people
having undertaken to burn the settlement, and kill all the Cana-
dians in or mnear it. The Detroit Ottawas, allies of the
French, had aroused the vengeance of the Mascoutins, by murder-
ing 240 of their people at the river St. Joseph ; the latter were
therefore in the plot (as also the Kikapous), against the Detroit
people.  The latter, on the other hand, had in their favour at this
time, not only the Ottawas, but roving parties of Hurons, Ilinois,
Missouris, Osages, Sauteurs, Poutouatamis, Sakis, Malhouimes, &e.,
who all banded together, to the number of 600 warriors, for de-
fence of the settlement. The Qutagamis and Mascouting took
refuge in an intrenched camp they had formed near the French
fort. M. Dubuisson, the governor, finding that they presented so
imposing a front, was willing that they should retire peacefully to

their villages on seeing that their hostile intents were anticipated
and provided against; but his native allies would not allow of this,

and proceeded to invest their fastness.  This was so well defended,

however, that the ilants became dispirited, and wished to retire
from the contest; but Dubuisson, now encouraging them to remain,
turned the siege into a blockade. In a short time provisions, even
water, failed the besieged ; and when any of them issued from the
enclosure to procure the latter, they were set on by their foes,
killed on the spot, or burnt alive to make a savage holiday.

The beleaguered tried, by every means, to detach the native
auxiliaries present from the French interest ; but all in vain.
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They then sent envoys to the governor to crave a truce of

two days, to enable their foragers to procure food. This singular
request was refused, but had better been accorded ; for in revenge
the Qutagamis shot fire-arrows against the straw-roofed houses of
the village, which were thereby entirely consumed. The eannon
of the fort avenged this act of desperation. Already from three
to four score of the besieged were dead of hunger and thirst, and
the air was tainted with putrefaction. A third deputation came
to implore quarter. Pemousa, a chief, who brought with him his
wife and children as hostages, adjured the governor to “ take
pity on his flesh ”’ and on the other women and children about to be
put at French discretion. Some of the allied chiefs present at
this piteous scene, instead of being moved by it, coolly proposed
to Dubuisson to cut down four of the envoys, who, they alleged,
were the chief defenders of the place. This much, at least, was
refused.

The besieged, despairing of success, and hopeless of quarter if
they surrendered, prepared to take advantage of any moment of
relaxed vigilance in their besiegers, and try to escape. One
stormy night they succeeded in this attempt; but exhausted by
the privations they had undergone, halted on peninsular ground
near St. Clair, whither they were soon followed. They intrenched
themselves again, stood a siege of four days more, and then gave
in. Not one of the men escaped, and it is very doubtful whether
any of the women were spared ; but the contemporary reports of
what passed at that time, are in disaccord on this point.’

This abortive attempt, by whomsoever conceived or howsoever

* Report of M. Dubnisson dated June 15, 1715, of the attack on Detroit
by the Mascoutins and Ottogamies ; detailed relation of the same in the
national archives of France, published in a number of the Moniteur of
Paris, published in 1853.

[ Notwithstanding their repulge at Detroit, the Outagamies continued
the war whenever they had the opportunity of doing so without much
risk to themselves, and made fierce attacks upon all the tribes in alliance
with the French. Their watchful activity rendered the routes between
the frontier posts of Canada, and the more distant ones on the Missis-
sippi dangerous and almost impassable.” W, H. Smirs,

lanada, &c.
L. lxi-ii.—B.]
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terminated, sufficiently demonstrated that the Anglo-Americans
eould have no hope of ruining French interests in the north-west,
by alliances with the native tribes of that region. On the other
hand, it was a point of capital importance for New France to sus-
tain the mastery over the eountry intermediating with Canada
and the territories of the lower Mississippi. For this reason, there-
fore, the important site of Detroit at last being now secure, the
fort at Michilimakinae, abandoned during late years, was, by order
of the governor-general, put in a proper state of defence. Te
also strove, and effectually, to bring the savages of the western
country into general concord, under his immediate protection or
through his mediation.

The Tory ministry of Britain for a moment inelined to send
an expedition to attack New France, hoping to retrieve the na-
tional disappointment following the last. But the projeet was never
seriously taken up ; a pacification with France, overtures for which
had been previously made, being now determined wpon. Mean-
time, intellicence of the mementary danger having reached Que-
bee, the merchants of that city raised a patriotic subseription of
50,000 crowns (écus) for strengthening its fortifications.

[ Various reasons, public and private, moved the leaders of the
Tory party to offer terms of peace to the French king. Among
the former was that arising from their inability to find a competent
successor to the duke of Marlborough in carrying on the war with
effeet. Among the occult and unpatriotic motives imputed to
them by the Whigs, was a submission to an alleged desire of the
queen that they should restore the older branch of the Stuarts at
her demise.—By this time, *“ the balance of power,” for the nice
adjustment of which the war was ostensibly begun, had been 7e-
deranged by the accession of the Austrian archduke Charles,
titular king of Spain, to the throme of the German empire. A
Bourbon king, who had made himself agreeable to a majority of
the Spaniards, seemed no longer so prejudicial to the general well
being of Europe. Besides, by the turn hostilities had lustly taken
among the continental powers still engaged in combating France-
British interests were little regarded by those belligerents. T'his
was instinctively perceived by the people of England ; and peace,
although it did not involve the complete abasement of the French
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gmpire, was yeb not so unacceptable to a majority of the ration

ag the whig party leaders—eager for carrying on the war against

Louis, if only for his protection of the Pretender—were willing
to admit.
All preliminaries being arranged, a treaty of peace was signed

at Utreeht, March 30, (0. 8.) 1713, by the plenipotentiaries of

France, Great Britain, Savoy, Portugal, Prussia, and the States-
general of Holland. The artieles in it regarding the French pos-
gessions in North America, provided that [the whole of] Acadia
the Hudson's B:i_y tcrritnr:’, and A\'L'Wﬂllllld]:ll\(]) should be (1(_‘(_lud
to Britain; with a reserved right to French fishermen to dry their
fish on a part of the seaboard of the latter island. Louis further
renounced all elaims to suzerainty over the Iroquois country ;
[which thus, by inference ifnot direct recognition, beeame an ap-
purtenance of the British north-eastern plantations.]

Britain could well afford to be moderate in demanding conditions
which the proud stomaeh of Louis could ill digest ; nevertheless,
in regard of American colonial possessions, French domination was
considerably abridged. Exzcepting Canada, she had now left her
in North America only Cape Breton and the other islands in the
Laurentian gulf, with freedom of access, by sea, to her settlements
on the Bay of Mexieo; whereas, in Colbert’s time, her American
possessions extended from Hudson’s Bay to Mexico, following the
valleys of St. Lawrence and the Mississippi ; including within their
limits five of the greatest lakes and two of the noblest rivers in
the world.

[The relative condition of Britain and France at the cloge of
‘[‘lm-rri;n of Louis the Fourteenth (now very near), forms a striking
contrast to their state at its commencement. “ In the chief ele-
ments of national strength, France was at the latter period equal, in
many points superior, to her rival. In commerce, manufactures,
and naval power, she wasequal; in public revenue, vastly superior;
and her (home) population doubled that of England. At the
termination of the war between the two powers concluded by the
peace of Utrecht,—which found her miserably exhausted, rather
than beaten,—her revenue had greatly fallen off; her currency
was depreciated 30 per cent.; the choicest of her people had been
carried away, like malefactors, to recruit the armies: while her
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merchants and industrious artisans were weighed to the ground
by heavy imposts, aggravated by the exemption of the nobility
and clergy from taxation. France never completely recovered,
under the Bourbons, the ruinous effects of her wars during the
reigns of king William and queen Anne, sovereigns of Great
Britain.”#]

* British History, &c., by John Wade, p. 300, London, 1839.—B.



CHAPTER IIL
COLONIZATION OF CAPE BRETON,
1713-1744.

Motives of the French Government for founding an establishment at
Cape Breton.—Description of that island ; its name changed to *Isles
Royale.”—British jealousies excited. -—I’]m- of Messrs. Raudot, for
colonizing the island and making it a trading entrepét (1706).—
Foundation of Lounishourg.—Notices of the island's later colonization *
its trade, &c.—M. de St. Ovide succeeds M. de Costebelle.~The Aca=
dians, being aggrieved, threaten to emigrate to 'Isle-Royale.—Abor-
tive attempt, in 1619, to colonize St. John's (Prince Edward's)
Island.—A few notices of that isle,

The treaty of Utrecht tore from the failing hands of the mori-
bund Louis XIV the two portals of Canada: Acadia and New-
foundland. That too-famous treaty marked the commencing
decline of the French monarchy, ending in its fall in fourscore
years thereafter. The nation which it humiliated, appeared, how-
ever, inclined to make a last effort to resume in America the ad-
vantageous position lately lost ; and in this view a greater colonial
system than ever was projected, the seat of which was to be in the
region of the Mississippi,—a country made known entirely by
Frenchmen. But the power or inclination of the government was
not equal to the adventurous spirit of the people. Besides, had
not the king, by the treaty of Utrecht, bought the throne of Spain
for his descendant, the price being the sacrifice of the colonies ;
that is, at the cost of dismembering the French Empire ?

By the cession of the two provinces* of the Laurentian Gulf,
Canada was laid bare on its seaboard s sides; and the alien power

* It was provided, in article 12 of the treaty of Utrecht, that ‘¢ the
whole of Nova Scotia, otherwise called Acadia, with its ancient limits,
and all its dcpcndcnmca, is hereby ceded to the crown of Great Britain,”
We shall see by and by how the French interpreted this article as re-
gards Acadia, peninsular and continental,—B,

N OL: II-—¢
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whose possessions were elosely contiguous, could thereby, at any
hostile moment, hinder suceours from reaching the provinee, and

cut off Quebec entirely from access to the sea. It became, there-
fore, essential for the protection of the ecolony, and the safety of
the fisheries, that a new bulwark should be substituted, for the
outer defences, mow lost, in the north-eastern American waters.
There still remained in French hands, Cape Breton and St. John's,
situated between Aecadia and Newfoundland ; and the former of
these, if properly turned to account, might becomea double-pointed
thomn in the flanks of the latter possessions, newly acquired by Bri-
tain. Aeccordingly, the flag of France was planted on the shores
of an insular possession hitherto unregarded, and the construction
of fortifications was begun on a site in Cape Breton, afterwards

known to fame as Lovissoure. This proceeding manifested an
intent to proteet efficaciously the entry of the St. Lawrence ; and
the posts simultaneously formed in the Mississippi valley, equally
signified that the security of the opposite region of New France was
being anxiously cared for. The works in progress on Cape Breton,
and the importance aseribed to that island in Old France, soon drew

the alarmed attention of the Anglo-American colonists, who had

thought, through wrenehing, from the Freneh, Nova Seotia and
Newfoundland, that a mortal blow had been dealt to their rivals.
They now saw with astonishment rising around them, from the
rocks of Cape Breton, to the sands of Biloxi in Louisiana, a girdle
of forts, the cannon of which menaced every point of their own
frontiers. France, mistress of the two greatest floods of North

Ameriea, the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence, possessed also two
fertile valleys of a thousand leagues’ extent, in whieh the produc-
tions of all climates grew. With so great a territory, commanding
such water-ways, she might, in a few years, acquire inexpugnable
force on 4he American continent ! But to zealize this, an energy
and a management were needed, which it would have been vain
to expect from the government. To begin with, an abundant
immigration was wanted, both in Canada and Louisiana; but
Louis XV sent no colonists. He thought that high walls, raised
on a desert strand at the entry of the Laurentian Gulf, within
cannon-shot of hostile ships, would be sufficient for all purposes.
This was repeating the faults of the preceding eentury; viz. first
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inviting Britain and her colonies to unite their efforts against the
new outpost, and, that once taken, they would be sure to use it as
a stepping-stone for the conquest of all the other possessions of
Franece in North America.

Care BreroN [the island thus inappropriately named] is
situated N. E. of Nova Seotia, from which it is separated
for 20 miles by a strait about a mile wide, called the Gut of
Canse. To the N. W. lies Prince Edward’s Teland ¥ {(Isle de
St. Jean) ; to the N. E. Newfoundland ; the former 30, the latter
about 50 miles distant. Cape Breton is of no definable conficura-
tion, but its nearest approach to any regular form is that of a
triangle ; which, fiom base to apex, or 8. to N., is about 100
miles in a direct line, and a line run across the broadest part, 8.
to W. would measure 85 miles. Superficial area of land, about
two million acres. The island, strangely indented in many places,
i8 almost cut in two by an inlet of the N. E. seabeard called the
Bras d'Or, which is separated from St. Peter’s Bay, another
inlet, entering from the opposite seaboard, by an isthmus only
850 yards acress. The Bras 4'Qr is entered by two <channels,
formed by Boulardin island, which lies between the harbours of
St. Anne and Sidney (Port des Espagnols). Two other harbours.
are those of Miroy and Louishoure. The latter (once important,
but now deserted) has a cireuit of 12 miles. and is entered by a
very narrow strait. St Peter’s is situated on Toulouse };;:}'; Sid-
ney, on the N. E. coast, is the seat of ‘the government, and had
about 500 inhabitants at a recent date.

The climate is milder than that of Lower Canada, and not less
salabrious, though the airis more humid. The soil is moderately
fertile, and the farming produce raised includes the common cere-
als. Most of the population is agricultural. The southern slopes
of the highland regions are tillable to the summit.t The natural
wood found on the island, in early times, comprised oak, pine, maple,
plane-tree, cedar, aspen—growths all yielding constructive material -

* Thus first named in 1779, in honour of Edward, duke of Kent, father
of Queen Victoria.—B.

t “Let the poor emigrant pass not by neglected Cape Breton, where
God has given him good soil%to cultivate; coal for his fuel ; fish for
his food, and salt to cure it.” Judge HarimurroN.—B.
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and at present ship-building is much carried om. There are
several coal-mines, with gypsum and iron-stone quarries.  Some
galt-springs exist near the Bras d'Or, the most considerable of
several sea-lakes in the island, but which contains no navigable
stream. Most of the urban settlements lie along the shores of the
Bras d’Or, which affords great facilities for trade. At a recent
date, the population of the island was about 30,000 ; and the
people are under the jurisdiction of the authorities of Nova Scotia,
their territory forming a county in itself.

(Cape Breton, anterior to the 18th century, was frequented only
by fur-traders and fishermen. Towards the year 1706, Messrs.
Raudot, father and son, the former being then intendant of New
France, sent to Paris a memorial proposing to make the island a
commercial entrep6t for all French America. In this document,
which manifested the sagacity of its writers, it was urged that the
fur-trade, almost the only commerce Canada possessed, was be-
coming less and less important yearly; and that, whilst it had
become little profitable, it had vicious tendencies about it, as lead-
ing the population to trust to gambler-like chances of uneertain
gain ; invited men to lead a loitering, vagabond life; inspired dis-
like of tillage, and an aversion to continuous employment of any
kind. * The Anglo-Americans,” they said, “ not leaving their
homes as most of our people do, till their ground, establish manu-
factories, open mines, build ships, &e., and have never yet looked
upon the peltry traffic but as a subordinate branch of their trade.
Let us take an example from them, and encourage the exportation
of salted provisions, lumber, piteh, tar, oils, fish, hemp, flax, iron,
copper, &c. In proportion as exports increase, so will imports
augment.  Hverybody will find employment; provisions and
foreign commodities will come in abundantly, and consequently
fall in price: a busy commerce will attract immigration, will hasten
land-clearing, extend the fisheries, and in a word, give new life to
the enterprise of this country, now so languishing.” In many
other passages, the Raudots pointed out, in particular, what ought
to be done to make Cape Breton the emporium they said it
might be, placed as it was between France and French settle-
ments in Canada, Acadia, and Newfoundland; but, above all,
they urged the necessity, if any thing effectual were to be done,
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to encourage a large immigration to it ; and this not by any company
or association of individuals, who always held monopolies which
they worked for their own narrow purposes, but directly by the
home government. Little or no notiee seems to have been taken
of this patriotic project, though most ably developed ; but it was
taken into serious consideration, at least, about the period now
under our review.

The ministry, to mark the estimation in which I'rance now
held Cape Breton, re-named it Royal Island (I'Isle-Royale), by
which appellation it was known as long afterward as French domi-
nation lasted in North Amerieca. The seat of government was
fixed at English-haven (hdvre & I’ Anglais), which was re-named
“ Louisbourg,” in honour of the king. Its port could be fortified
only at great cost, the needful materials of construction being far
off. The harbour of Ste. Anne would have been far preferable in
that respect and most others. M. de Costebelle, who had been
ousted from his governorship at Plaisance by the place passing
under British rule, was charged to superintend the colony, and lay
the foundations of Louishourg.

Instead of sending colonists from France, the inhabitants of the
ceded settlements in Acadia and Newfoundland were invited to
repair to Cape Breton, it being understood that they were impa-
tient of British sway, and yearning to join their compatriots, even
if they lost, in a material point of view, by the exchange. But
in this the home authorities reckoned without their host; for the
French settlers, who at first threatened to emigrate to other parts
of New France, were getting reconciled to their new masters, who
for the time treated them well; just as the Canadians were cajoled
to repel the advances of the revolted Anglo-American provineials
in 1774. What we have said now, refers to the majority ; but a few
did emigrate, not having any property to lose thereby, to Isle-
Royale, wherein they formed some petty villages. In default of
more eligible inhabitants, the government invited some of the
Abenaquis savages to take up their abode in the island.

The town of Louishourg was built on a tongue of land jutting
into the sea, and in its palmiest days was fully a mile long. The
houses were nearly all of wood, the chief state edifices being the
only exceptions. Wharfs were constructed on the sea-frontage, at
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which vessels loaded and umloaded. As the great object of the
government was to make the place a maritime arsenal, a series of

fortifieations, intended to be impregnable, were eommenced in

1720. Before they were finished, more than 30 millions were
expended upon them.
Fishing was the chief employment of the Cape-Bretons, whose

ns,

numbers gradually inereased to a total of 4,000 souls; and these
were mostly congregated at Louisbourg. The island being little
more than one great fishing-station, this amount might be doubled,
perhaps, in summer by the arrival of fishers from all parts of
Europe, who repaired to the ecoasts of the island to dry their
produce.

The islanders trusted to the mother country and the French
Antilles for the chief necessaries and all the luxuries of life. They
imported, from France, provisions, beverages, tissues, and even fur-
niture ; for which they exchanged cod-fish. They sent annually
to the West-Indies from twenty to twenty-five vessels, each of 70 to
140 tons burden, laden with lumber, staves, pit-coal, salmon, eod,
mackerel, and fish-oil ; thence importing sugar, coffee, rum, &e.
There was a considerable excess of imports from the Antilles
beyond the wants of the islanders; these were taken up, in part
by the Canadians, and the rest bartered for other eommodities
with the New-Englanders. From the details thus given of the
ordinary traffic of Isle-Royale, it may be imagined that. the people
enjoyed a considerable amount of material comfort: such was not
the case. Mostof them lived alife of constant penury.  Thoseof
them who strove to better their condition by plying extended in-
dustry, became the vietims of usury, owing to the advances made
to them in bad seasons, or when their floating ventures suffered
wreck or other misearriages, or salt was scaree as well as dear.
Industrials whe have to pay ordinarily from 20 to 25 per eent. a
year for advances, must ever be on the verge of absolute insolvency;
and thus he who loans as well as he who borrews, may be involved
at last in common ruin,

The civil government of Isle-Royale and of St. John's Island
(Prince Edward’s) was modelled on that of Canada. The com.
mandant, like the governor of Louisiana, was subordinate to
the governor-general, resident at Quebec. TFeudality was never
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introduced to Isle-Royale, as the king refused to constitute any

seigniories there, :

The re-founder of Isle-Royale was suceeeded as commandant by
M. St. Ovide. In 1620, Mr. Richard was nominated British gov-
ernor of Acadia and Newfoundland. Jealous of the intercourse
of his subjects with the people of Isle-Royale, he issued an arbi-
trary edict against it. ,He also required the men of French race
under his jurisdiction to take an oath of allegiance to the British
king within four months. M. St. Ovide interposed, and admo-
nished the parties thus put under compulsion, that if they con-
formed, they would goon be obliged to forego their religion,
and that their children would be tanght to renounce it. The
British, he further told them, would enslave those who yielded ; add-
ing that even French huguenots were shunnedby British protestants,
&c. The inhabitants (wiser than their adviser) contented them-
selves with reminding Mr. Richard, that they had decided to re-
main in the country only on condition of having their nationality
respected ; that their presence in the island was advantageous to
its new masters, in this respect, if for no other, that it was out of re-
gard for the French residents that the Mic-Macs and other aborigi-
nes let the English live in repose, they being allies of the French
only, and averse to English ways : finally, that if these two anti-
pathies, civilized and savage, conjoined against British domination,
it might be imperilled by them some day.. Mr. Richard, moved
or not by these considerations, took alarm on hearing that M. de
St. Ovide had made arrangements to receive all deserters from
Acadia and Newfoundland in St. John's Isle, and gave up his pro-
ject of enforced Anglification.

The island just named, discovered in 1497 by Cabot, lies in the
gulf of St. Lawrence; it extends, from E. to W. in a somewhat
curvilinear shape and is about 134 miles long ; its area 2160 square
miles; in breadth it varies, from 1 mile only to 34 miles. It is
separated from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick by Northumber-
land Strait, which in the narrowest parts is hardly more than ten
miles wide. Its soil is fertile, and there are good pasture-lands
in it. Till times posterior to that of the treaty of Utrecht, its
merits had been overlooked. In 1719, a company was formed in
France, in view of clearing the interior and establishing fisheries
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on the coasts. This project was born of John Law’s speculations,
when the Mississippi bubble was blown so disastrously for Franee.
The count de St. Pierre, premier groom of the chamber to the

duchess of Orleans, was at the head of the enterprise. The king

conceded to him, along with the isle of St. John,the Magdalen group,
and Miscou. Unhappily, personal interest, which had first brought
the associates together, getting misdirected, all the parties want-
ing to be directors without needful experienee in business, a fall out
took place, and the project fell to the ground. St. John's Isle
then fell into the oblivion whence it had been drawn momentarily;
and therein remained till the year 1749, when a number of Aca-
dians, evading the British yoke, began to settle there.*

* ( This island contains 965,000 acres of excellent land, so free from
stone as not to yield sufficient for building purposes. It contains 6T
townships, with about 70,000 inhabitants. It forms a separate govern-
rent. The whole area of the island exceeds 1,000,000 acres; and as
there are no very lofty mountains, there are abundance of wood and
many little lakes and stream

; it is fertile and inhabitable throughout.
The climate is softer and milder than that of Canada, without the fogs
of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia; and the health and longevity of the
inhabitants are remar

Judge HavirurTON.—B.
o
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CHAPTER TI.
LAW'S SYSTEM—CONSPIRACY OF THE NATCHEZ.
1712-1731.

Notices of Louisiana and its inhabitants.—M. Crozat’s monopoly.—Civil
government re-constituted.—La Coutume de Paris introduced as a legal
code.—Ahortive attempts to originate a trade with New Mexico.— Traf-
fic among the aboriginal tribes, shared with the British colonists.—
The Natchez tribe exterminated by the French.—M. €rozat throws up
his trading privileges in disgust; they are transferred to the Western
Company, as re-instituted in favour of John Law and others.—Notices
of this adventurer; rise, progress, and fall of his banking and colo-
nizing schemes, known as the Mississippi System.—Personal changes
in the colonial administration.—New Orleans founded, in 1718, by M.
de Bienville.—New organization of the provincial government.—Im-
migration of the West India Company’s colonists ; the miserable fate
of most of them.—Notices of divers French settlements.—War between
France and Spain ; its origin and eourse.—Capture and re-capture of
Pensacola.—At the peace, the latter restored to Spain.—Recorpenses
to the Louisianian military and naval officers.—Treaties with the
Chickasaws and Natchez.—Hurricane of Sept. 12, 1722.—Charlevoix
recommends missions, and his advice is adopted.—Louisianian trade
transferred to the Company of the Indies, after the collapse of Law's
company.—M. Perrier, a naval lieutenant, appointed governor of the
province.—Most of the aboriginal tribes conspire to exterminate all
the French colonists.—The Natchez perform the first act of this
tragedy, with savage dissimulation and barbarity, but too precipi-
tately, happily for the remainder of the intended victims.—Stern
reprisals of the French.—A foew coneluding words on the polity of the
West India Company in Louisiana; which is fain to render up its
modern privileges therein to the king.

Whilst France was engaged in fortifying Cape Breton, the most
adventurous of her people were extending the eolonization of those
immense regions through which the lower Mississippi flows. As
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the fame of her name was first sounded in the far west of New
Franee by born Canadians, the most conspicuous personages who
now figured on the scene in Louisiana were also natives of the
Laurentian provinces.

The second site chosen for a head settlement of Louisiana, served
its purpose no better than the first. Mobile was soon found to be
as unsuitable as Biloxi; and the colonists were removed from the
latter to the Isle-Dauphine, which D’Iberville had named Massa-
ere Island, owing to the number of human bones he found there,
seattered about. This hapless island is little more than a large
sand-bank, but it was selected for its seaward position, and from
its eontaining a good haven.

We had oceasion to mention, incidentally, in one of our preced-
ing pages, the name of Antoine Crozat.* He had been a suceess-
ful merchant, and now held a high office in the department of
finanees at Paris. In 1712, he obtained from the court a patent
for exclusive mining in Louisiana, with a monopoly for sixteen
years of the whole trade of that colony, the king reserving to
himself its eivil and military government. M. de la Mothe had
justheen nominated governor, in place of the deceased M. de Mays;
M. Duclos, present commissaire-ordonnateur, replacing M. 4’ Arte-
guette, who had returned to Franee. A “superior eouncil,” of
two members and a recorder (greflier), with power to add to its
numbers, was eonstituted for three years, with jurisdiction ecivil
and eriminal. TIts jurisprudence was to be that known as the
Coutume de Paris, no other being then recognised in New
France.

M. de la Mothe-Cadillae, whom M. Crozat had eonjoined with
him in carrying out his trading enterprises, did not reach the
eolony till 1713. The double duties he had undertaken to per-
form were inconsistent in nature with each other; and their con-
junetion was of evil augury for the colony. On his arrival he
found the inhabitants leading a wretched existence in one of the

* This millionnaire was ennobled afterwards, as Marquis du Chitel
There is an elementary work on geography, compiled expressly for the
use of a daughter of that finaneier, by the abbé Le F rangois, and known
to most French academies, in former times, as the * Géographie de
Crozat.” Dict. des Dates.—B.
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finest countries in the world, for want of a cireculating medium,
and means for disposing of their produce, The governor turned
his first attention to the formation of commercial relations with
the neighbouring American settlements, especially those belonging
to Spain. With this view, he despatched a vessel, laden with
merchandize, to Vera Cruz. The viceroy of Mexico, faithful to
the exclusive system of his nation and the times, ordered the ves-
sel away. Cadillac, not discouraged, made a second attempt by
means of M. Juchereau de St. Denis, oneof the hardiest Canadian
adventurers of the day, and a resident of Louisiana during four,
teen previous years.

While thus seeking a trade with Mexico, the governor courted
a traffic in peltry with the Natchez and other tribes of the Missis.
sippi, among whom his agents found Virginians already resorting,
partly for the same purpose, partly for courting alliances of the
savages for British interests. The French, on their side, pursued
the like policy ; and a perilous rivalry of the two races of colonists,
temporarily convenient but permanently hurtful, forthwith arose
in the southern colonies of France and Britain, such as had long
existed in other parts of the continent. Thus the Alabamans-
the Choctas, and other tribes, become inimieal to the Carolinians,
fell upon their gettlements and committed great ravages; while the
Natchez, in 1716, spirited against the French, were on the
point of exterminating them by a suddenly inflicted blow. De-
tected in their plot, M. de Bienville entered their country and
forced them to be so submissive as to build, under his orders, a for-
tress for a French garrison, intended as a post of observation.
This post, called Fort Rosalie, in compliment to Madame Pont~
chartrain, was erected on a bluff of the Mississippi.

In 1715, M. de Tisné laid the foundations of Nachitoches, on
the right bank of the Red River. At this time, Louisianian trade
was anything but flourishing in the hands of Crozat and his agents,
Before his monopoly began, the inhabitants of Mobile and Isle-
Dauphine exported provisions, wood, and peltry, to France, Pen-
sacola, Martinique, and St. Domingo ; receiving in return articles for
barter with the natives, with other needful commodities and luxu-
ries. Crozat's monopoly put a stop to this unshackled intercourse.
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Ships from the Antilles ceased to frequent the port. Private ships
were prohibited from going to Pensacola, whence the colonists had
derived all their specie : whatever overplus produce they had, they
were obliged to sell to Crozat’s agents at such prices as the latter
chose to put upon them. The rates of their tariff for peltry were
fixed so low, that the hunters preferred to send them to Canada,
or to the British colonies. | Instead of imputing the evil plight of
his affairs, the necessary result of such injustice, to his own pur-
blind policy, M. Crozat complained to the ministry against other
parties, as the cause of it all; but finding that no attention was
paid to him, and that he was not able to form an arrangement
with the Mexicans to take his goods for supplies of the precious
metals, he threw up his patent in disgust, and it was soon after-
wards handed over to the chief director of the renovated company
of the French West Indies. [Thiswas the famous John Law, of
Lauriston.*]

From the time of Ferdinand de Soto, who visited the Missis-
sippian region in 1539, it had become a fond tradition that its
subsoil abounded in gold and silver. I'Iberville’s reports had
latterly tended to confirm these time-honoured illusions. Law,
confiding in the reality of Louisianian wealth or not, now determi-
ned to turn the popular belief to account. He began by forming
a bank of circulation in Paris (the first known to France), with a
capital of forty million Jivres. Having ingratiated himself with
the regent duke of Orleans (being an accomplished man, of courtly
manners), he obtained the privilege, for twenty years, by ediets
dated May 2nd and 10th, 1716, of issuing notes to be cashed at
sight with specie. A sound system of eredit, much wanted in
France, would have resulted from this enterprise, had its opera-

* In much of this chapter, the editor has had recourse to various au-
thorities for most of the particulars in it regarding Law’s Bank and
the Mississippi scheme. This is stated, if only in justice to M. Garneau.
Law, who was one of the most able, and not the least honest financiers of
his time, aspired to the honour of founding a national bank in France;
thus rivalling his countryman, William Paterson, the projectorof the Bank
of England and the Bank of Scotland. Law, born in 1681, was son of
a goldsmith in Edinburgh. He died poor, at Venice, in 1729.—B.
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tions been kept within the prescribed bounds; but this does not
seem to have been the intention of its projector, or of his patrons
at court. It was but a pilot-balloon for what was to follow,

At this time the finances of France were in a deplorable state.
Bills on the royal treasury were negotiable at only half their nom-
inal value. The regent, by way of raising funds, created, in
an edict dated March 12, 1716, a chamber of inquest for the pros-
ecution of peculating farmers-general and others suspected of hav-
ing hecome too rich at the expense of the state. Several of these
were condemned, arbitrarily, to make restitutions; but, by dexte-
rous evasions or collusions with their prosecutors, only a small sum
wasrealized from an act of extra-legal pre cedure,bearing the discredit
of being totally opposed to legitimate jurisprudence. This odious
device having thus practically failed, the regent was well disposed
to further Law’s projects, as part of his plan was to take in ex-
change for the actions of his bank when extended, the government
“ promises to pay,” not depreciated by 50 per cent., but at par,
Next year, Law obtained, as we have intimated above, titles to
the trading and mining monopoly in Louisiana renounced by
Crozat, also the dormant privileges of the % Castor ” or Canada Com.-
pany, formed in 1710, of the St. Domingo assoeiation (1698), of
the Senegal and Guinea Companies, of the Chinese Company
(1700), and of the old West India Company. Whatever advan-

tages

might acerue from a monopoly of trade with those countries
were hypothecated for the security of those who took shares in an

association called the ¢ Mississippi Company,” with a capital of
100 millions of livres, which was made an adjunct of the bank.
By an edict dated Dec. 4, 1718, the regent erected his two-fold
establishment as the Bangue Royale, or State Bank of France.
Dee. 27, an ediet (arrét) prohibited any re-payment of more than
600 livres in silver. This made paper that was out all the more
needful for circulation, and occasioned further emissions. Yet
people were so infatuated as to continue depositing their coined
money, receiving shares and bank-paper in exchange. By Dec. i
1719, there were 640 million livres of the latter in the hands of
the public. Dee. 11, an edict was issued, prohibiting the bank
officers from re-paying more than 300 livres in gold, or ten in
silver, at one time. Public confidence now began to give way.
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By way of vestoring it, the chief director, Law, was nominated eon-
troller-general of the royal finanees: he having been naturalized
on renouncing protestantism.

At one time, when public madness was at the highest, the stock
of the Missi

150 million livres were added to its'capital. But, when the tide

sippi Company rose in price to 2050 per cent. ; and
Pl pany I ’

turned, their nominal value sank almost as rapidly as it rose.

In 1719-20, several foreign merchants having obtained large
quantities of the “royal bank ” paper, at a depreciated rate,
contrived to obtain specie for them at the institution, and thus
stripped France of a large amount of its coin. Public discon-
tent was now rife, and the regent, to appease it, deprived Law of
his post in the finances, but continued him in his situation as
head of the Bank and West India Company. The device was now
resorted to, of selling parcels of land in Louisiana, delivery gua-
ranteed by the company. A tract of one square league was rated
at 3000 livres. A few French capitalists thus acquired illusory
right to enormous expanses of wilderness. To people these, all
the vagabonds who then infested Paris were taken up, and placed
in ward ; the streets were also cleared of public women, who were
put in prison ; both species of colonists were thus detained till
they could be shipped. By and by the archers (armed police)
began to impress honest burgesses and respectable artisans, in view
of obtaining ransoms for their release.. Their friends rose upon
the archers, killed some, and maltreated others. Impressment of
the citizens thereupon ceased.

An edict dated May 21, 1720, ordained, that a monthly re-
duction should take place of the shares and notes of the West
India ‘Company and Royal Bank. This edict was recalled 24
hours afterwards, but too late to prevent a panic and a run. The
regent dismissed Law,and putthe bank tinder the direction of the
duke d’Antin and some councillors of the parliament of Paris,
This transference did not still the storm of public indignation
against Law, who took refuge in the Palais-Royal, where the
regent resided. Crowds broke into its courts, demanding the death
of “the impostor who had ruined France.” The people being
driven out by force, three persons were crushed in the passages.
Those in the streets, seeing Law's carriage pass by, rushed
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upon it, thinking he might be within ; but finding it empty, they
demolished the innocent vehiele.®

The regent rightly thinking Law’s life not safe if he remained
any longer in Paris, sent him to one of the royal seats in the
country. Some of the many courtiers who were enriched by ob-
taining bank shares from him and selling out in time, were grate-
ful enough to find means for getting him across the eastern fron-
tiers, whereupon he found an asylum at Brussels, leaving a nation
beggared which he had pretended to enrich. Shortly thereafter, a
council of regency was holden, in which it was ascertained, that
2,700,000,000 livres in bank-bills had been issued, 1,200,000,000
of which amount were unsanctioned by any royal ordinance ; but
which the regent had privately empowered Law to issue, (osten-
sibly,) to retrieve the credit of the state.®

While these disastrous speculations, for which Louisiana was
made a nominal handle, were going on, a change of administra-
tion took place in the colony; M. de la Mothe-Cadillac being
superseded by M. de Bienville, now appointed commandant gene-
ral of the province; while M. Hubert superseded M. Duclos as
commissaire-ordonnateur. The settlements now established were
Biloxi (onee more the capital), Mobile, Natchez, and Nachito-
ches, The Tsle-Dauphine was abandoned perforce, its haven
having been silted up by the action of the waves, for I'Isle-aux-
Vaisseaux. It now began to be thought that a site for a river-
port, rather than asea-haven, would be advantageous; and M. de
Bienville found what he considered a suitable place about 100
sippi. In 1718, he went thither with some

miles up the Missi
carpenters and smugeling salters, and laid the first planks of a

* The premier president of parliament was the first to announce this
act of popular vengeance in his court, which he did in the following
impromptu couplet :—

¢ Messieurs, messicurs | bonne nouvelle ;
Le carrosse de Law est réduit en cannelle.”
(Good news, my friends! Law's cozening tricks
Have made his coach be smashed in sticks.)
Whereupon all the members rose, in great joy; one of them asking,
« Have they indeed torn Law in pieces?” J.-A. DurLAume : Histoire de

Paris.—DB.
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village in marshy ground,—a Canadian thus founding the west-
ern capital of the United States. He named the place NEw
ORLEANS, in honour of the regent of France, and appointed M.
de Pailloux to take charge of it; but the seat of government
was not transferred thither till the year 1723.

When the re-constituted West India Company (Law’s) took pos-
session of the colony, Bienville was continued in office, and con-
stituted the company’s resident director; and other appointments
were made. In spring 1718, eight hundred persons, including
the impressed colonists mentioned above, were embarked in three
ships at La Rochelle, and despatched to Louisiana. Several
gentlemen (gentilshommes) and retired military officers came
along with this rabble ; the regent having promised to invest
them with colonial dukedoms, marquisates, countships, &. To
Law himself was assigned an estate, four square leagues in extent,
at Arkansas, which was constituted as a duchy, for peopling
which he gathered 1,600 Germans and Provengals as his vassals.
He intended to send 6,000 more, but was prevented by the sudden
collapse of his  system.” Of the first-mentioned band, numbers
digpersed before the time of embarkation at Lorient; and the
rest were not shipped till the year 1721, when they were de-
spatched by the other directors of the West India Company.
Packed in the transports pell-mell, they were disgorged from
them on the strand at Biloxi, where no preparation had been
made to receive them. There were no proper means of transport
there, to convey them up the river or elsewhere; provisions fail-
ed; some found means to support life by gathering shell-fish, but
in the end, more than 500 perished of hunger. A company of
Swiss soldiers, with its officers, escaped the general calamity by
marching off bodily to Carolina.

Although the West India Company had exerted a disturbing,
not a quickening influence on the colony, it still used the exorbi-
tant powers granted to its expelled chief, The monopoly had

* The above account of the “ Mississippi Scheme,” which preluded
the ‘“South-Sea bubble,” blown in England nearly at the same time, is

taken partly from DuLavre's History of Paris, and other well-accredited
French sources.—.B,
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already cost 25 millions. “ The company’s administrators,” says
Raynal, “who made those enormous advances, had the silly pre-
tension to directin Paris enterprises which eould rightl ly be shaped
in the New World only. From their bureaus they laid out
the course to be followed by every colonist, in a way subservient to
their own monopoly, and to that only. To hide the deplorable
state of the settlements from the public eye, they made no seru
ple to intercept letters sent home by the sufferers.”

The resident authorities had demanded a large immigration of
agricultural settlers; but besides that France was not over popu-
lated after the exhausting wars it had gone through, its feudal
system put obstacles in the way of such a transfer of human
muscles and sinews. The nobility, landed gentry, and clergy,
whose hierarchs were chiefs in the government, and prineipal
lords of the soil, were noways inclined to make a present to the
New World of those rural vassals who made their possessions
worth the having. Neither, at any time, were the peasantry of
France inclined to leave their native country for America.

Nevertheless, the ill-directed attempts at extended colonization
in recent years were not entirely without some favorable results ;
and from this time forward, the possession of Louisiana was se-
cured to the mother country. DBesides the five chief settlements
already enumerated, the foundations of others were laid at Yasous,
Biton-Rouge, Bayagoulas, Ecores-Blancs, Pointe- CUUPL‘ tll(;
Riviére-Noire, Paska-Ogoulas, and some even towards the I Illinois,
These nuclei of as many colonies were widely spread, but most
of them attained prosperity.

While the projects of Law were draining France of the  sinews
of war,” hostilities suddenly broke out with Spain in an un-
expected manner. This was occasioned through a conspiracy,
got up by Cardinal Alberoni, prime-minister of Spain, the abbé
Porto-Carrero, and some I*u,neh intriguers, including the Cardinal
de Polignac and the Duc de Maine, a bosmrd son of' Louis XTIV,
The object in view was to deprive the duke of Orleans of the
regency of France, and confer it on Philip V, Bourbon king of
Spain. Its detection was followed by a revolt of some Df‘ the
nobles in Brittany ; five of whom were capitally punished, and
others exiled.

Yor. II—bo
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The regent, early in 1719, declared war against Spain, which
had not a single ally, and bhad both France and Britain to en-
counter as enemies, on land and sea. M arshal Berwick (illegiti-
mate gon of James IT) invaded Spain with a French army ; the
British beat the Spanish fleets at sea; and an expedition, com-
manded by M. de Chfteauguay, with a land-force of French sol-
diers, Canadians, and savages, aided by three ships of war, under
M. de Sérigny, invested and took Pensacola, after an obstin-
ate resistance. But in June, the same year, the Spaniards sent
sufficient forces to re-take the place, and M. de Chéteauguay had
to deliver it up.

The viceroy of Mexico, encouraged by this re-capture, resolved
to expel the French from the seaboard of the Gulf. Accordingly,
he despatched Don Carascora, who had re-taken Pensacola, to
attack the French at I'Isle-Dauphine and Mobile; but he was
repulsed in both places by Messrs. Vilinville and Sérigny.

The colonists once more turned their eyes on Pensacola, the
permanent possession of which they had long coveted. Commo-
dore Desnots arriving with five ships of war at the Isle-Dauphine
a council of war was called, and it was decided to attack that set
tlement by sea and land. September 17, 1719, Desnots forced
passage into the harbour, and captured the Spanish vessels moorec
inside. M. de Bienville, with a land-force, assailing the defensivs
works of the town, it was surrendered next day. The Frencl
took 1200 to 1500 prisoners, and dismantled the works all but th
chief fort, leaving in it a small garrison.

After this exploit, the ministry accorded honours and promotion
to those who had distinguished themselves (chiefly Canadiang) i
the wars of the colony. As Louisiana owed its foundation to ther
at first, so to them was its conservation due. Messrs. Bienville
Sérigny, Saint-Denis, Vilinville, and Chéteaugunay, were the chi
parties whose merits were thus practically acknowledged.

The Spanish government soon grew tired of causeless hostil
ties, by which the nation gained no credit and reaped no adva
tage. As peace was signed February 17, 1720, and Franee d
clared war January 2, 1719, it was well that what ought to hay
had no beginning, had so prompt an ending. Alberoni, the caust
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of all the mischief, was expelled from Spain. In terms of a stipu-
lation in the treaty, Pensacola was restored to the Spaniards,

Shortly thereafter, the eolonists constrained the Chickasaws and
the Natchez, who had taken advantage of the armed force being
absent to commit depredations, into terms of peace.

On the 12th September, 1722, a hurricane passed over the co-
lony, leaving death and desolation behind it. The waves of the
seaboard, driven inland to an immense - distance, flooded the coun-
try, and washed away most of Biloxi and New Orleans.

Up to this time, no proper provision had been made for the cure
of souls in Louisiana. The pious Charlevoix, after visiting the
colony, and remarking this want, called the attention of the eourt
to it in 1723 ; urging upon the ministry, that ** the conversion of
the American ahorigines was always the chief motive of the kings
of France, for extending their domination in the New Wm‘ld;
while the experience of nearly two centuries had proved, that the
gurest means of securing native attachment to the French was to
impart to the savages with whom they had to do the Gospel of
Christ. Independent of the spiritual fruit thence resulting, it
was important for worldly polity’s sake that the presence of a mis-
sionary among each of the tribes, whose character the natives must
needs respeect, to watch and report any intrigues against the French
going on, was as effective as a garrison of observation, and far cheaper
to the state.” This last consideration was doubtless that which
had most weight with the irreligious majority of the Regent's ca-
binet, which responded forthwith to the call made upon it, by
sending out a number of Capucing and Jesuits to “ evangelize the
savages,” (and dispose them to be regardful of French interests.)

M. Perrier, nominated to supersede M. de Bienville, arrived in
October, 1726. The colony was then in a tranquil state, both as to
its interior and exterior relations ; but in the latter regard a storm
against it was arising. The aborigines of the Mississippi valley,
who in general reccived the first visits of the Europeans with
favour or in a neutral spirit, finding that in proportion as they ex-
tended their settlement the former paid less and less regard to na-
tive rights or pretensions—the tribes of the regions between the Ohio
and the Gulf of Mexico were now all ready, we say, at short notice
or none, to take up arms against those whom they looked upon as
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interloping usurpers. Add to this feeling of enmity to Europeans
in general among the several tribes, the chances presented of finally
overeoming in detail the common enemy, with present advantages
superadded, through the political and trading rivalries of the men
of British and Freneh race settled in or frequenting a country
whieh was not theirs by natural right. For reasons good or bad,
we repeat, the Chickasaws had become in the south-west, relatively
to the French and British colonists, what the Iroqueis were in the
north-east of the upper continent of America. The result was, at the
present time, a conspiracy to fall unawares upon the French, and
massacre them all at a preconcerted signal given.  The Chickasaws;
the only people of the Louisianian tribes whom the French had
not been able to render favourable, if prime movers in the plot
were not to be alone in carrying it out, for all the other tribes,
with the exception of the Arkansas, the Illineis, and the Fonicas]
(friends of the French, and not let into the secret) were in league
with the Chickasaws, to compass the perdition of the provinee.
The colonists were felieitating themselves om the calm that
reigned around them, when a selfish demonstration of the Natchez,
in rash antieipation of the intended eatastrophe, heeame the means
of averting it, but only to a limited extent. A barge, filled with
provisions and merchandize for the use of the people at the prin-
cipal colonial establishment ameng these savages, was eagerly eo-
veted by them on its arrival. To pave the way to its seizure,
they got up a hunting party pretending that they wanted to pro-

eure game for M. de Chepar, the governer, to feast the party whe
had eome with the stores for his people. Having procured from
the latter guns and amunition for the wuse alleged, early in the
morning of the 28th day of November, 1729, they were swarming
about the place, preparing as they said te take to the woods; but
previously sounding a chaunt, in affected honour of the governor’s
guests, whigh proved to be a song of death. = At a signal given by
the chief of the Natehez, who ealled himself a deseendant of the Sun,
three shots were fired, as a prelimirnary; and then his men, seattered
about the town, fell upon the French nearest to them, and in &
few minutes' time two hundred men were butehered in the forg
or near their dwellings, Only about a seore of the male colonists,
with a few of their megroes, several of the former more or less
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seriously hurt, contrived to escape. Sixty women, 150 children, and
most of the blacks, were made captive. Several of the prisoners
were afterwards tortured to death.

While the slaughter was in progress, the Natchez chief was
seated under the Company’s tobacco-shed, taking things very coolly,
The head of M. de Chepar—who during life reposed unlimited
faith in his murderers—was brought in ; also, in succession, those
of his officers, and set in a ghastly row. The heads of the com-
monalty were pitched into a pile indiseriminately. The first
onslaught over, refugees were sought out from their hiding-places.
Pregnant women were ripped up ; and the cries of children stilled
with the hatchet, as being importunate and troublesome to the
slayers of their parents. The persons of some of the female vie-
tims were abused previously to their immolation. The Natchez
butchers were encouraged to proceed with predictions that the vie-
tims would not be avenged by their compatriots, the chief assuring
his men that the French in all parts of the country where they
were settled, had been subjected to the same treatment already ; and
that the British were about to take their place.®

* The foregoing narration of the “plot of the Natchez," is trans-
lated textually. M. Garnean, in summing up his statements, makes the
following strictures, which, even if deserved, are certainly out of place,

as there were no ‘* English colonists” located within several hundred

miles of the Louisianian French or of the aborigines of the Miss sippi, so
early as the year 1729 : ‘We have seen with what jealousy the English
colonists saw the French settlements extending along the St. Lawrence
to the great lakes; this jealousy had no bounds when they saw the
French take possession of the great Mississippi valley. They infused
distrust and hatred of the French in the savage mind ; they depicted
them as greedy traders, who would soon seize the whole territory, and
expel the natives. By degrees, fear and wrath entered the hearts of the
natives, naturally proud and ferocious ; and they resolved to rid them-
selves of encroaching aliens, who were daily extending their settlements.”
M. Garneau has omitted to state what were the colonies which indulged
in the above nefarious diplomacy ; also, who were the agents employed
in it on the present occasion. He has also overlooked a passage ger-
mane to the subject in the inangural discourse delivered before the
¢t Historical Society ” of Liouisina by the President,H.A.Bullard,Esq.,Jan.
13, 1836; which was couched in these few pregnant words: * The
massacre of the French by the Natchez, which led to the extermination
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interloping usurpers, Add to this feeling of enmity to Europeans
in general among the several tribes, the chances presented of finally
overcoming in detail the common enemy, with present advantages
superadded, through the political and trading rivalries of the men
of British and Freneh race settled in or fregquenting a eountry
which was not theirs by natural right. For reasons good or bad,
we repeat, the Chickasaws had become in the sonth-west, relatively
to the French and British colonists, what the Iroqueis were in the
north-east of the upper continent of America. Theresult was, at the
present time, a conspiraey to fall unawares upon the French, and
massacre them all at a preconcerted signal given. The Chickasaws,
the only people of the Louisianian tribes whom the French had
not been able to render favourable, if prime movers in the plot
were not to be alone in carrying it out, for all the other tribes,
with the exception of the Arkansas, the Illinois, and the Fonicas]
(friends of the French, and not let into the secret) were in league

with the Chickasaws, to compass the perdition of the province.

The colonists were felicitating themselves on the calm that

reigned around them, when a selfish demonstration of the Natchez,
in rash anticipation of the intended eatastrophe, beeame the means
of averting it, but only to a limited extent. A barge, filled with
provisions and merchandize for the mse of the people at the prin-
cipal colenial establishment among these savages, was eagerly eo-
veted by them on its arrival. To pave the way to s scizure,
they got up a hunting party pretending that they wanted to pro-
eure game for M. de Chepar, the governor, to feast the party whe
had eome with the stores for his people. Having procured froms
the latter guns and amunition for the use alleged, early in the
morning of the 28th day of November, 1729, they were swarming
about the place, preparing as they said to take to the woods; bus
previously sounding a chaunt, in affected hounour of the governor's
guests, whieh proved to be a song of death. = At a signal given by
she chief of the Natehez, whe called himself a deseendant of ﬂm Sun,
$hree shots were fired, as a preliminary; and then his men, scattered

about the town, fell upon the French nearest to them, and in &
fow minutes’ time two hundred men were butehered in the fort
or near their dwellings. Only about a seore of the male colonists,

with a few of their megroes, several of the former more oz less
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seriously hurt, contrived to escape. Sixty women, 150 children, and
most of the blacks, were made captive. Several of the prisoners
were afterwards tortured to death.

While the slaughter was in progress, the Natchez chief was
seated under the Company’s tobacco-shed, taking things very coolly,
The head of M. de Chepar—who during life reposed unlimited
faith in his murderers—was brought in ; also, in suecession, those
of his officers, and set in a ghastly row. The heads of the com-
monalty were pitched into a pile indiscriminately. The first
onslaught over, refugees were sought out from their hiding-places.
Pregnant women were ripped up ; and the cries of children stilled
with the hatchet, as being importunate and troublesome to the
slayers of their parents. The persons of some of the female vie-
tims were abused previously to their immolation. The Natchez
butchers were encouraged to proceed with predictions that the vie-
tims would not be avenged by their compatriots, the chief assuring
his men that the French in all parts of the country where they
were settled, had been subjected to the same treatment already ; and
that the British were about to take their place®

* The foregoing narration of the “plot of the Natchez,” is trans-
lated textually. M. Garnean, in summing up his statements, makes the
following strictures, which, even if deserved, are certainly out of place,
as there were no “ English colonists” located within several hundred

miles of the Louisianian French or of the aborigines of the Mississippi, so
early as the year 1729 : ¢ We have seen with what jealousy the English
colonists saw the French settlements extending along the St. Lawrence
to the great lakes; this jealousy had no bounds when they saw the
French take possession of the great Mississippi valley. They infused
distrust and hatred of the French in the savage mind ; they depicted
them as greedy traders, who would soon seize the whole territory, and
expel the natives. By degrees, fear and wrath entered the hearts of the
natives, naturally proud and ferocious ; and they resolved to rid them-
selves of encroaching aliens, who were daily extending their settlements.”
M. Garneau has omitted to state what were the colonies which indulged
in the above nefarious diplomacy ; also, who were the agents employed
in it on the present occasion. He has also overlooked a passage ger-
mane to the subject in the inaugural discourse delivered before the
« Historical Society ” of Liouisina by the President,H. A.Bullard,Esq.,Jan.
13, 1836; which was couched in these few pregnant words :© “ The
massacre of the French by the Natchez, which led to the extermination
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The news of this massacre reached New Orleans, December
2nd. The governor, M. Perrier, immediately sent an officer to
warn the colonists on both sides of the Mississippi of their dan-
ger; and to observe the movements of the natives in the surround-
ing country. But the preecipitation of the Natehez had probably
retarded rather than hastened the eomsmmmation of the general

massacre. The Chaetas, who had joined in the plot enly for the

sake of the spoil expected to acerne by pillaging the colonial esta-
blishments, would not come forward; or, rather, they inclined to
join the French in avenging it on their common enemies, the
Natchez. Other tribes implicated, finding the colonists on their
guard, also held back. The Yasous, not so prudent, attacked the
fort erccted in their territory, and killed all within, 17 persons:
The entire tribe was, in consequence, exterminated. The Arkan-
sas, a potent nation, always attached to the French, fell upon
the Corrois and the Sioux, both parties to the eonspiraey, and
massacred them to the last man. These reprisals, the presenee of a

corps of armed men, and the intrenchment of the eoneessions of

land, re-assured the colonists of their future safety; and enabled
the governor to send Major Loubois, with a eolonial eorps, to wage
war on the Natchez territory ; he would have gone thither himself,
but for doubts he had of the fidelity of the blacks at New Orleans.
He was now secure of the allianee of the Hllinois, the Arkansas, the
Offagoulas, the Tonicas, the Nachitoches, and the aid, as auxilia-

of that tribe, was provoked by the atrocious attempt, by the eomman~
dant, to destroy their village at St. Catherine’s, in order lo annex the
land to his own plantation.” Mr. Bullard added, that * Neither the
Freneh nor the Spanish government reeognized in the Indians any pri-
mitive title to the land over whieh they bunted, nor even to the spet on
which their permanent dwellings were fixed. They were often grantees

of lands for very limited extents, not exeeeding a league sguare, cover-

g their village. They were sometimes permitfed to sell out their an-

eient possessions, and had a new locality assigned them. Many titles

of that kind exist at the present time, and have been subjects of judieial

1

decision ; but the policy of extinguishing the primitive Indian title, as

it is called, by purehase, which prevailed universally among the English
colonists, appears to have been wholly unknown to the Freneh and Spa-
niards in Louisiana.” Histarical Caollections of Lowisigna, Part I, p. 20,

New York, 1846.— B.
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ries, of the Chactas. Louisiana was not only safe, but in a condi-
tion to turn the tables upon its enemy. Unfortunately, Loubois’
soldiers were an undisciplined and disorderly band, and could not
form a junction with M. Lesueur at a time and place appointed. In
consequence, the latter, at the head of 700 Chactas, advanced
without waiting for Loubois, attacked the Natehez, and de-
feated them. The surviving Natchez took refugein two palisaded
posts, wherein they were beleaguered by Loubois, who had brought
four eannon with him: but they were so poorly worked, that
little impression was made upon the Natchez' defences. The
Chactas, wearied with the siege, threatened to withdraw ; and as
it counld not be carried on withount their aid, the colonists mmcntod
to raise it, upon the besieged delivering up the women and children
of the colony whom they had kept as prisoners. This termination
of a eampaign intended to wreak signal vengeance on their captors,
who had also made them widows and orphans, was looked upon
as little better than a defeat by the men of the eolony ; but it was
chiefly due to the inefficiency of the soldiery sent, added -to the
impatience and self-sufficiency of the Chaetas. The governor had
to explain this at head-quarters, justifying what had been done and
left undone, by the eritical circumstances of the case. Add to
all, that the Chickasaws were still dangerously inimical, though as
yet eovertly only, to the colonists, striving to detach other tribes
from the French alliance; while, on the other hand, the Chactas,
‘ﬂthmwh earnestly solicited by the British, whose overtures were
accompanied by rieh presents, refused to change sides, and swore
inviolable fidelity to M. Perrier.

The retreat of Loubois greatly emboldened the Natchez tribes;
but the insolence they manifested in consequence led to their ruin.
The governor, in Dee. 1730, formed a corps 600 strong, at Baya-
goulas, composed of soldiers from Franece and colonial militiamen ;
with which he aseended the river in barges, and appeared, Jan.
20, 1731, before the two forts Loubois had failed to take. Alarm-
ed at their appearance, the Natchez being thus taken unawares, and
few in number at the time, asked for terms of surrender; Perrier
detained theirenvoy. The besieged then offered to leave the place
wreed to; but

unarmed if their lives were spared. This was
they were detained as prisoners, all but twenty who escaped ; and
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afterwards, along with ¢ the descendant of the Sun,” sent to St.
Domingo as slaves.  This chief, who had long governed the
Natchez nation, died at Cape Frangais a few months afterwards.
The fate of a personage they regarded as a kind of divinity so
exasperated his subjects, that they flew to arms, and they fought the
French with a persevering eourage which they had never evinced
before. After some minor combats in which they had the worst
of it, M. St. Denis signally defeated them, all their chiefs being
among the killed. Those who escaped this rout took refuge
with the Chickasaws; who, in adopting them, became heirs of the
hatred of their nation to the French, and vindicators of their
wrongs.

Thus finished a war which led to a revolution in the affairs of
the association then monopolising the trade of the province of
Louisiana. The West India Company, long defunct, was suc-
ceeded, in 1723, by the Company of the Indies, with the duke of
Orleans for governor, and a jurisdiction extending over all the co-
lonies of France, whether in Asia, Africa, or America. The latter
association, become diseredited as well as impoverished by the in-
surrection of the savage trihes,—suppressed without much of its
aid, thanks to the energy and talent of M. Perrot,—in 1731 gave
up to the king its chartered privileges in Louisiana and the Tllinois
country. The policy of the Company while suzerain in the
colony, may be judged of by the fact, that in order to put in its
interest the governor and the intendant, it granted to both yearly
gratuities (entered in their hooks, still extant), also allowed them a
percentage on whatever produce was sent to France. Such a
corrupt system could not work well either for the association or
the state; but least of all, for colonial benefit.



CHAPTER II.
DISCOVERY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.
1713-1744.

State of Canada; reforms effected and projected by M. de Vaudrenil.—
Rivalry of France and Britain in America.—The frontier question ;
uncertain limits of Acadia.—The Abenaquis’ territories.—Hostilities
between that tribe and the New-Englanders.—Murder of Pére Rasle.
—Frontiers of western New France.—Encroachments on the Indian
territories.—Plans of Messrs. Hunter and Burnet.—Establishments,
one at Niagara by the French, one at Oswego by the British, are fol-
lowed by complaints from the former, protests from the latter.—Fort
St, Frederick erected at Crown-Point; a deputation from New England
vainly remonstrates against this step.—Loss of the Chameau, French
passage-ship, in the Lanrentian waters.—Death of M. de Vaudrenil;
his character.—M. de Beauharnais appointed governor-general, with
M. Dupuis as intendant.—Death of M. de St. Vallier, second bishop
of Quebee; dissensions among his clergy about the interment of his
corpse, which lead to a complication of troubles, in which the civil
authorities take part; the governor betraying his duty to the state,
the clergy come off with flying colours.—Recal of M. Dupuy, who is
thus made a scape-goat by the French ministry.—M. Hocquart nomi-
nated intendant.—Intolerance of the clergy of the cathedral of Quebec.
—Mutations in the episcopate for several years ; nomination of Messrs.
de Mornay, Dosquet, de 'Aube-Riviére, as third, fourth, and fifth
bishops ; appointment and settlement of M. Pontbriant as sixth pre-
late.—The Outagamis’ hostilities avenged on their allies.—Travels
and discoveries of the Messrs. Vérendrye, in search of a route to the

Pacific Ocean :—they discover the Rocky Mountain range.—Unworthy

treatment experienced by the family.—Appearances of war being immi-

nent, M. de Beauharnais takes precautionary measures, and recom-

mends more to be adopted by the home authorities: the latter (as
usual) repel or neglect his warnings.—Anecdote, affecting the repu-
tation of M. Van Renselaer, of Albany.

We now resume the annals of Canada proper, recommencing
A D.1713. TUnder the sage administration of the marquis de
Vaudreuil, the country was enjoying a state of peace and security
at least, if not such a full measure of prosperity as he was always
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endeavouring to obtain for it. In 1714, he went to France, leav-
ing those whom he could depend upon in charge of his office, and
did not return till after the demise of Louis XTIV * an event the
news of which he was the first to announce ; while his first public
act after he arrived was to proclaim the nominal accession of the
child-king, Louis XV, and the formation of a regency.

The aceession of a new monarch always gives rise to hopes of
benefits to acerue from the change; and we may reasonably suppose
that the colonists of New France may have had their expectations
raised that their interests would be hetter attended to by the new
rulers than theold : this the rather, because their governor-general
had personal interest at court. M. de Vaudreuil, evidently be-
lieving himself that a new era was about to dawn, earnestly set
about improving the governmental institutions of his provinee,
and putting new life into its trading and civil relations. The
gtate of the currency first called for his attention. He had been
able to procure a financial composition with the home government,
so that the state paper-money in the province (a kind of exchequer-
bills drawn, at various times, on the royal treasury) should be re-

deemed forthwith in speeie,—the holders submitting to a loss of
5-8ths of its nominal value. He next vindicated his own par-
amount aunthority by ordaining that military subalterns should
send regular reports to him ; while law subalterns were to commu-
nicate, thenceforth; directly with the royal intendant, not with the
Supreme Council as thithertofore. The extension of publie edu-
cation, up to this period supplied gratuitously by the Jesuits and
Recollets brethren, was an object of the governor’s special solici-
tude at this time; but it was not till the year 1722, that he was
able to conjoin eight secular schoolmasters with the ecclesiastical
teachers already at work in different parts of the country, engaged
in imparting elementary instruction to the children of the humbler
colonists,

r 3 p » .
I'he imperfect means of defence at command, in case the co-
lony were invaded by sea, also engaged the serious attention of its

governor-general. In 1716, he pressed this. point strongly on

*Sept. 1, 1716. He was succeeded by his great-grandson, then five
years old.—B.
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the attention of the heedless regent Orleans; intimating, that,
Quebec once taken, Canada were lost to France. No regular
system of fortification for that city had been entered upon till
the year 1702, when some works were begun, after a plan traced
by M. Levasseur. In 1711-12, other defences, planned by M.
de Beaucourt, were added : but still the line of defence was of
an imperfect character ; and this it was which made M. de Vau-
drenil so earnest that the works should be improved and extended.
At length, in 1720, the home government having approved of
the plan for further fortifying Quebee, by M. Chaussegros de
Léry, the needful works were proceeded with. Two years after-
wards, it was ordained that the eity of Montreal should be walled
and bastioned ; but this had to be done at the expense of the
residents, the home government pleading inability to defray the
cost.

At this date, the colony was already divided into three distinet
governments ; namely, those of Quebec, Trois-Rividres, and
Montreal ; but no regular subdivisions, civil or parochial, had
been properly fixed. The whole colonial territory was at length
(1721-2) parcelled into 82 parishes : 48 of which were ascribed
to the northern side of the St. Lawrence, and 34 to its southern
gide. Bay St. Paul and Kamouraska were the easternmost; I'Isle
du Pads, the most western parish of the whole. This arrange-
ment was ratified by an ediet (arrét) of the royal council of state,
duly registered at Quebec.

A kind of census was drawn up, giving an approximative idea
of the actual population of the colony.® In 1679, it was esti-
mated that the entire people of New France numbered 10,000
souls; 1-20th of the whole was assigned to Acadia. In 1697, the
total was increased by 2,300. M. de Vaundreuil proposed that a
statement of the colonial population, the amount of cultured lands,
live-stock, &e., should be drawn up annually, beginning with the
year 1721.—The returns, or rather estimations at this time, made
the whole population of Canada to be only 25,000; of which
number 7000 were located in Quebee, and 3000 in Montreal.

+ Exact statisticians always distrust round numbers, and consider an

t gstimation” as a plausible guess at best.—B.
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Acres (arpents) of land under tillage, 62,000 ; acres of land in
grass, 12,000. The cereal produce for the year was thus esti-
mated, in bushels (minots) :— Breadstuffs (bled) 282,700 ; maize,
7,200; pulse (pois), 57,400; oats, 64,000 ; barley or rye (orge),
4,500. Tobacco grown, 48,000 lbs.; flax, 54,600 lbs.; hemp,
2,100 Ibs. The amount of edible produce raised, per acre, there-
fore, was considerable, relatively; being 6% bushels per acre:
with the addition of 1% Ib. per acre of tobaeco, flax, or hemp.—
Live-stock total, 59,000 head, including 5,600 horses.

There was little to encourage so patriotic a colonial chief as De
Vaudreuil in conning over these meagre returns. The low state
of the province, as compared with almost any separate plantation
of British Ameriea, had long disquieted his mind. Thus, in 1714,
he wrote to M. de Portehartrain, that “Canada contained but
4,484 inhabitants capable of bearing arms for its defence (males
aged 14 to 60 years), in addition to 620 colonial troops (28 com-
pagnies des troupes de la marine) ; and this scanty force spread
over 100 leagues of territory. The British colonies have 60,000
males fit for war; and it is not to be doubted that as soon as war
supervenes, an attempt will he made by them to achieve the conquest
of Canada.” The governor’s applications for increased immigration
were incessant ; and at one time, as most of his demands were met by
deplorations of the diminished population of the mother countr ’
kept down by past just wars, and searcely able to confront new, he
proposed, upon one occasion, to receive conviets; but this suggestion,
as we know, was not adopted.* In a general way, scarcely any
emigrants came to Canada from France, but now and then a band
of broken soldiers, the very worst species of settlers for any but a
military colony. When such were sent, it was on condition that
they should marry and remain in the country. Each was allowed
a year’s pay, when discharged.t—Of the miscellaneous immigrants

* Neither was it likely to turn out well in the semi-nomade commu-
nities sparsely, and nowhere very fixedly, located in New France.—B.,

T Letters of Messrs. de Frontenac and de Champigny, in 1698, second
series. [A year's pay of a French soldier, at any time, was and is a
very small sum; and would, in most instances, be soon and uselessly
spent. Such a careless way of setting up colonists marks the unregard-
ful polity of the time.—B.]
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to Canada who came voluntarily at their own cost, were men fond
of adventure,—cadets or castaways of families of mark ; travellers
gailors, &c.; also, on one occasion or more, parties of French
catholics from provinees (such as Poitou) where the neighbour-
hood of Protestant communities, it geemed, was irksome to them.*

The fortification of Quebee, aceording to the latest plan advert-
ed to, appears to have been suspended; for we find, in 1728, the
minister, in reply to the governor-general, who had advised that
a regular citadel should be reared for the protection of his capital,
asserting that * the Canadians liked not to fight behind walls;”
and that besides, * the state eould not support the expense such
a ¢onstruction would incur:” lastly it was intimated, that “it
would be difficult to invest Quebec in regular form, so as to en-
sure its being taken.” [The second reason might have sufficed,
for the first was a hollow plausibility; while the third assumption
was signally disproved by after experience.]

The vexed question of the frontier lines between New France,
the Indian territories, the Spanish colonies, but, above all, the ra-
pidly extending British possessions in North America, was be-
coming every year more and more difficult to deal with. The
few attempts which had hitherto been made te define intelligibly,
on either side, the limits of French and British territory in Ame-
rica, had always come to nothing, Commissioners were appointed,
indeed, by a stipulation of the treaty of Utrecht: they met,
long conferred, parted, and left the matter as they found it.}

* M. Garnean, in order to refute a prevailing opinion, that the Gallo-
Canadian race had an almost entirely Norman origin—an umption
first made by Charlevoix—toolk the trouble to examine notarial records,

still extant, for 1700 and some anterior years, which prove that the
population of Quebec, at the close of the 17th century, was derived from
a wide surface of the mother country. Out of 2002 entries affevting
residenters in Quebec, only 26 refer to aliens; and among these are
only four English, 1 Scoteh, and 2 Irish individuals.—B.

t The rights assumed by Europeans over foreign lands uninhabited or
peopled by savages, were founded upon : 1. discovery ; 2. nominal pos-
session taken ; 3. colonization, general or partial. If the nations of Europe,
when parcelling out the two Americas, had come to an agreement, that
no power should be allowed to assert a claim it had not turned to account
by forming regular settlements in a territory, within, say, ten years of
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ssions

Disputes concerning boundaries between national poss
are proverbially the most difficult to terminate, by any other ar-
bitrament than that of war. For many years past the British had
striven to make French colonization misearry in America. They
controverted our ancestors’ territorial rights, their participation in
the peltry traffic, even their influences, political and religious, over
the native tribes. At every fresh demonstration of this enmity on
the part of the British provincials, the colonial autherities made
representations to the home authorities, desiring their interposi-
tion with those of Britain, that an arrangement might be come
to regarding the boundaries of the possessions of the respective
nations ; but this was either never done, or not properly followed
up.

When the British, in terms of the treaty of Utrecht, reclaimed
Acadia, they did not define what they understood to be its limits,
or take any note of the settlements formed along the neighbouring
continental seaboard, and the northern shore of Fundy bay, from
the Kennebec to the peninsula. The French remained in posses-
gion of the St. John's river, and fortified their settlements upon
it; they were left undisturbed, also, on the Ktchemins' coast up
to the St. Lawrence.

the time it was first proclaimed such had taken place and could be prov-
ed by records, printed, written, or graven, then all pretensions, falling
within the first and second categories, above noted, would have become
invalid. We have an instance, somewhat parallel, arising out of inter-
pational laws, that neutrals are mot bound to respect the * paper
blockades” of belligerents. But a case more in point, may be deduced
from the patent laws of every country, which ordain that patents become
null if inventors do not practically avail themselves of the exclusive
rights accorded to them within a prescribed time.

With respect to the pretensions of Louis XIV and Louis XV to have
and to hold most of the continent of North America, it is difficult to
gay where New France began, or where it ended. A claim was latterly
made, not only to the valley of the Mississippi, but to the lands watered
by everyone ofits tributaries ; the Miszouri,the Ohio,&ec.,of course includ-
ed, When we thinkof the enormityof this territorial grasp and of the equal-
ly exorbitant pretensions fo an appropriation of the whole Laurentian
valley, with the uncolonized lake regions beyond, we smile grimly as
we own ‘la grandeur des projets sur UAmérique qui effrayait I Angle-
terre,” to cite textually M. Garneaun.—B.
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By way of detaching the natives of the country (Maine) from
French interests, the Bostonians sent a protestant missionary to
preach to them,and deride catholic observances. This theologian met
his overmatch in Pére Rasle, a missionary resident in the Kenneebe
territory for many years. The protestant’s hackneyed diatribes
against the imputed idol-worship of catholics were lost upon the
perception of the Abenaquis ; for savages comprehend better a reli-

gion which speaks to the soul by its symbols, than one of an ab-
stract kind, which confines itself to a few prayers, without sacri-
fices or penitential acts. The Jesuit easily gained the victory in
the controversy ; and his discomfited opponent soon returned to
Boston.

The British, ever better traders than religious disputants, hav-
ing obtained permission, on certain conditions, to establish a fac-
tory on the Kennebee, took advantage of the concession, to found
settlements and to erect fortified posts on different points of that
river. The aborigines (Abenaquis), beginning to feel uneasiness
at their encroachments, questioned them as to their rights thus
to pos
French government had given it up to them. The Abenaguis,

ss themselves of the country. The answer was, that the

repressing their indignation for the time, sent a deputation to
Quebec, to consult M. de Vaudreuil, who assured the envoys
that the treaty of Utrecht made no mention whatever of the ter-
ritory in question. The Abenaquis then resolved to expel the
intruders by force, if they would not consent to leave peacefully.
A negotiation was now entered into between the aggrieved
Abenaquis and the New England authorities. Its governor *
promised to meet the Abenaquis tribe in eonference, and demanded
that they should send hostages as a security for his personal
safety. He failed to come, yet retained the hostages. The betrayed
Abenaquis would have taken up arms at once but for Pére
Rasle, and Pére de la Chasse; the latter, superior-general of the
missions in that country. These missionaries advised the wronged
savages to cause a double demand to be made on the Bostonians;
namely, that they should at once release the hostages, and engage
to quit the country in two months' time. No reply being sent

* If Massachusetts is referred to here, it was governor Dudley.—B.
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to this summons, the Abenaquis were so enraged, that M. de
Vaudreuil had to use all his influence over them to prevent a
war. This happened in 1721 %

At this time, as all others, the Anglo-Americans having a bitter
hatred for the Jesuits, attributed to the missionaries the general
enmity of the natives to themselves. In particular, the New-
Englanders doubted not that Pére Rasle had caused the Abena-
quis to assume their present hostile attitude ; and although that
Jesuit actually exerted all his influence to avert open war, the
Americans set a price upon his head, and sent 200 men to seize
him in the village he most frequented ; but, this time, he escaped.
They were more successful in getting hold of the chief of the Abe-
naquis, baron de St. Castin, who lived near the seaboard. One
day in January 1721, a known vessel appeared on the coast. The
baron went on board, to see the captain, as hehad done many times
before; when he was now put in ward, treated as a eriminal, kept
for several months, and released only after repeated demands by
M. de Vaudreuil. Meanwhile the Abenaquis, not waiting for
his release, avenged his capture by firing all the American settle-
ments on the Kennebec, but without otherwise harming any of
the people in them. The latter always ascribing the Abenaquis’
enmity to the evil counsel of Pére Rasle, sent a force, 1100 strong,
to make reprisals on Narantaonak, a considerable native horde,
grouped around the hated Jesuit’s chapel. To reduce that edifice to
ashes with all its environage of brushwood, was the work of a few
minutes. The assailants, as soon as they perceived the venerable
missionary, made his person a target for their balls ; seven savages
who tried to protect him, were killed also. Not satisfied with
mere homicide, the Americans afterwards mangled the Jesuit's
body in a shocking manner. The war, thus begun on both sides,
was continued ; but, in general, to the advantage of the Abena-
quis.

In 1725, colonel Schuyler,and three deputies from New England,
came to Montreal to treat for peace with a number of the chiefs of
tribes then assembled in that city. The conferences took place
in presence of M. de Vaudreuil. The Abenaquis demanded that

* This date, or that which follows, would seem to be inexact.—B.
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they alone should remain masters of the country between Saco and
Port-Royal ; the governor laying no claim, for the French. to the
lands on the northern Fundy seaboard, out of regard to the Abe-
naquis’ rights ; just as the independence of the Iroquois territory
was now respected by French and British alike. The Abvn:ului-.:
also demanded that the murder of Pére Rasle, and the damage
done during the war by the Americans, should be “ covered with

presents.” The envoys said they could only report these demands
to their principals on their return. Meantime, they complained
of the encouragement the French had given the Abenaquis in
their recent hostilities against the British colonists, as a breach of
the existing peace; and finished by demanding the release of cer-
tain prisoners retained in Canada.*

The British colonial authorities not consenting to such exorbi-
tant conditions, which they doubtless believed the Abenaquis chiefs
had been spirited to propose, preferred to brave their hostilities,
At length, in 1727, a treaty was concluded with those savages at
Kaskébé, recognizing their territorial rights, and freedom of choice
to side with French or English in any future war. When news
of this peace reached Paris, M. de Maurepas, the minister of ma-
rine, expressed much regret, as foreseeing the increased risks Canada
would thenceforth incur, when attacked by sea. He added an
earnest monition that the missionaries should, at whatever cost,
preserve their influence over those savages, whose country formed
a barrier towards Acadia. Another advice of the minister, at this
time, was ““{o people the country below Montreal rather than that
beyond ; for numbers were more wanted in the lower region of
the valley than the upper, to resist (British) invasion.”

In the year 1725, a war-ship, of the French royal navy, called
'“*_-Tl-u‘l‘l' is no :1ncsti.0_n -t-h:;lz-the intimation of M, de Vm‘.di‘; tiflq_];u_;;é
was justified by the factg
of the case; for the author owns in his text, that * the governor feared

“ rather excited than restrained the savages”

lest an accommodation should result from the conferences;” and his hav-
ing “previously written to M. de Beauharnais that such a consummation
was to be prevented by every means.” This underhand dealing might
be justified, perhaps, on unscrupulous political principles; for Pere
Charlevoix, in 1721, wrote that “the Abenaquis, though not a numeroyg
nation, have formed, during the two last wars, the principal bulwark of
New France against New England.”—B,

Yor. IL.—E
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Le Chamean, was fitted up as a passage vessel, to convey M. de

Chazel, nominated intendant ‘of ‘Canada to replace M. Bégonj;

also M. de Louvigny, governor of Trois-Riviéres, along with several

officers, ecolesiasties, traders, six schoolmasters, and a number of

intending colonists. Arrived in American waters, a tempest over-

took the ship and drove her upon reefs near Cape-Breton. Every
! one on board perished.

While the colonists were mourning over this disaster, their
governor-general’s last hour was mear. M. de Vaudreuil expired
October 10, 1725, after ruling New France for 21 years. After
passing 53 years in the royal service, he tardily received the eross of
St. Louis. He was much and deservedly esteemed by all, and his
death greatly lamented. His administration was tranquil, and his
measures, whether civil or warlike, were usually crowned with suc-
cess. Louis XV nominated as his successor, the Marquis de
Beauharnais, a commodore (chef o'escarde) in the royal navy, in
which he had gained distinetion during bygone years, and had
filled some important posts afterwards. Upon hearing the fate of
M. de Chazel, the king nominated M. Dupuis as successor to
M. Bégon, ex-intendant. These high functionaries arrived at
Quebec in 1726.

No attempt was made at any time, between 1718-19 and 1748,
to mark out the limits of Acadia. At the formerdate, French and
British commissioners met in view of settling the frontier lines,
but left the matter as uncertain as they found it. As matters
now stood, the British left the French colonists in quiet possession
(without changing allegiance) of their posts on the 8t. John's river,
along the side of the Etchemins, and thence to the river St. Law-
rence, even the inhabitants of the Mines, those of the Acadian
isthmus, &e.

In the upper regions of the Laurentian valley, and in the lower
basin of the Mississippi, the French maintained their positions and
their traffic almost entirely by alliances with the native tribes ; for
the British ever disputed in principle, and often in-act, the right-
ful extent of New France, as propounded by its governors-general.
Every year almost, the British plantations, extending westwardly,
were trenching, more or less, on territories claimed for the French
of Louisiana, which extended as far eastward asthe Alleghany
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mountains.  As early as the year 1718, governor Hunter of New
York wrote to the home authorities, tlult if the French were al-
lowed to settle undisturbed in the ‘ummlppl valley and the great
lake countries, the British plantations would not only be limited
in territory, but be exposed to constant incursions; and that,
the end, they might thus be entirely lost to the mother (‘Ounivy
His successor, Mr. Burnet (son of - the famous bishop of Sarum),
adopting his views, recommended, in order to deaden French en.
terprise in America, that a passive war, in the shape of an act of
non-intercourse between the colonists of the two nations, should be
passed. Governor Burnet became early aware of the danger to be
apprehended for the British settlements, if the Freneh succee dul
in what was now evidently their aim, to establish a line of fortifie ‘1
posts, from the upper St. Lawrence to the lower Mississippi. Tt
was this consideration which induced him to ereet a fort at Oswego,
on Jake Ontario, as we shall presently see; thus hoping, by this
practical demonstration of opposition to the plans of the Freneh.
to deter them from persevering in their execution. :
By way of a counterpoise, M. de Vaudreuil obtained the con.
gent of the Tsonnonthouans and Onnontaguez, to locate a Futm\
with defensive works, at the entrance of tlm Niagara river into
lake Ontario; scheming that it should serve the double purpose of
diverting part of the peltry traffic from Albany, and become a
link in the chain of posts, intended to be formed, as above men
tioned. Burnet, finding himself thus outgeneralled, wrote to the
governor a letter of protestation against what had been done,
denouncing it as a decided contravention of the treaty of Utrecht,
The latter replied, that the Niagara territory had always formed
an integral part of New France. Not being prepared to insist
with effect that the French should relinquish their new holding,
governor Burnet resolved to temporize; thus stating, meantime,
in a despatch to the officials of the Board of Trade and Plantations,
London, what course he intended to follow: “ I shall do my en-
deavour,” he wrote, ‘“in the spring of next year, without com-
mitting overt hostility, to get our Indians to demolish the new get-
tlement. The place is of great conseguence, for two reasons : first,
beeause it keeps the communication open between Canada and the
Mississippi by way of the river OQhio, which else our Indians would
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be able to intercept at pleasure. And, second, if it should be
made a fort with soldiers enough in it, the place will prevent our
Indians from going over the narrow part of the lake Ontario, by
this only pass of the natives, except by leave of the French; so that
if it were once demolished, the far-removed Indiang would depend
on us.”

It does not appear that any attempt was made to realise the
plan laid out as above; although four out of the Five Nations of
Troquois were in alliance with the Anglo-Americans; the Tson-
nonthouans not only refusing to expel the French, but demurring
to any other colonial post being erected in their country. Burnet
then east about for a site whereon to erect a factory near the
frontiers, and pitched on the outlet of the river Oswego to lake
Ontario, midway between Niagara and Fort Frontenac.*

The demonstrations made on each side, more by acts than

rords, proved that the representative colonial chiefs of France and

Britain would, neither of them, give way in the polity both had
determined to carry out. When the proceedings of Messrs. de
Vaudreuil and de Joncaire (the latter of whom had obtained the
site of the factory at Niagara, and erected its defences), came
under review at Court, Louis XV appended to a memorial re-
garding the subject, these words: “The post at Niagara is of
the greatest importance, for preserving the trade of the upper
country.” His Majesty ordered, at the same time, that a stone
fort should be built, at the outlet of Lake Ontario, replacing that
formerly constructed by Denonville, and known as Fort Fronte-
nac. The king also ordained that the liquor barter with the na-
tives should be free to French traders, as it was already to the
American traders; and that the sale of trading licences should be
resumed, each trader to pay 250 livres for his licence. At the
same time, M. de Beauharnais was ordered to prohibit all aliens
to set foot in the colony under any pretext whatever; and as
several Anglo-Americans had settled in Montreal, whose presence
gave umbrage, they were ordered to leave that city within
two days.

The duke of Newecastle, the British prime minister, complained

* Documents de Paris.—Journal historigue of Charlevoix.
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to the French ministry against the formation of the factory at
Niagara, but in vain, as we may easily conceive. Burnet, who
protested also against the same foundation, in a letter to M. de Lon-
gueuil, governor pro tem. of New France (M. de Vaudreuil having
deceased ), had of course no better success.

Burnet now caused the post at Oswego to be strengthened ;
and, after a summons to quit it had been sent him by M. de
Beauharnaig, in 1727, placed in it a numerous garrison. Fort
Oswego was doubly important to the Americans: it was necessary
for realising a project they had formed of monopolising the peltry
traffic ; and it served to protect their establishments situated be-
tween the river Hudson and lake Ontario.

These encroachments, on each part, gave rise to others, DBeau-
harnais, seeing that Burnet wus determined to maintain his posi-
tion at Oswego, by way of reprisal, in 1731, erected a fort at la
Pointe de la Chevelure on lake Champlain, M. de la Corne, an
able Canadian officer, was the first to call the attention of the co-
lonial government to the importance of such a locality, situated
on a water-way opening a passage into the heart of the New York
tervitory. As a military position, Crown-Point became a standing
menace both to Oswego and Albany. The New Yorkers and New
Englanders, foreboding the use that would be made of this post
gsome day, to their disadvantage, sent a deputation to Canada to
remonstrate against the erection of Fort Frederick.*

The royal intendant, M. Dupuy, who had filled high offices as
a court lawyer, was a great formalist, and tried to introduce into

* The place was named in honour of the count de Maurepas (Jean-
Frédéric Phélippeaux), minister of marine at that time. The Anglo-

Americans had an exaggerated opinion of the natural strength of the

place ; for the site was ill chosen, and commanded by neighbouring
heights. It could neither defend the navigation of the lake, nor the
entry of the colony on that side. But it served well enough as a fast-
ness, whence parties of Canadians and Indians could make raids upon the
American settlements, to plunder, destroy, and kill. When the French
garrison retired from Fort Frederick in. 1749, General Amherst
be
pied had the Frenchengineer employed been fit for his task. It was never

an to erect a new fort, on the site which the former would have occu-

completed, yet it is said to have cost the British nation no less than two

million pounds sterling |—B.
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Canadian judicial process all that pedantie precision which char=

acterised the organisation of the parliament of Paris; even endeav-
oured to exalt the supreme council into such public consideration
ag the former great body enjoyed in France. His attempts te
reform irregularities among the judieial subordinates he found in-
stalled in office, and which had grown systematie, were resisted,
and made his position uneasy. Butany difficulties the rigid inten-
dant had with his subalterns were trifling compared to the coming
troubles he was destined to have through quarrels among the
clergy of the diocese of Quebee.

Thelatter difficulties, hitherto ignored by all previous historians,
originated at the decease, Dec. 1725, of M. de St. Vallier, who sue-
ceeded M. de Laval, in 1688, as bishop of the provinece. The
defunct prelate’s corpse was taken in charge, for interment, with
all funereal rites befitting, by M. de Lotbinidre, archdeacon of the
diocese. Hereupon the other members of the chapter, with M.
Boulard at their head, intimated that as the functions of M. de
Mornay (then in France) as grand-viear and eoadjutor of the late
(»m];ﬂv, terminated at his decease, it was for them (the chapter}

to take charge of the remains. The archdeacon paid no regard to
this remonstrance. The chapter insisted; M. de Lotbinidre ap-
plied to the intendant, who pronounced for the illegality of the
chapter’s pretensions. The ehapter now refusing to obey the
archdeacon as grand-vicar preo fem., its leader and members were
summoned to appear before the supreme couneil, and defend
themselves. They denied the competeney of any eivil tribunal to
try them on such a charge; they asserted that the case fell within
episcopal jurisdiction only; and intimated in advance, that they
would appeal, against any adverse award by the couneil, to the
council of state at Paris, M. Dupuis reminded them, that as in
the supreme eouncil were vested funetions akin to those of the
parliament of Paris (his grand idea), had such a difficulty arisen
in France the parliament must needs have first taken up the case;
and that, till said supreme court had first dealt with it, no appeal
would lie to the council of state. The law, thus solemnly laid
down, seems to have been made light of, for tumultuous seenes
followed hetween the contending parties, lay and spiritual. The
rebellious members of the chapter, with a crowd at their heels,
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went to the general hospital, where the deceased had lain and was
buried, entered the chapel and called before them the lady di-
rectress (la supériewre) of the monastery, suspended her from ex-
ercising her funetions, and put the institution under an interdict.

The superior council, inspired by M. Dupuy, passed a decree
(arrét), deelaring that the see of Quebee was not really vacant, as
M. de Mornay, though absent, was not defunct; and, such being
the case, the chapter was rightly inhibited from exereising any in-
terim act whatever. This decree the chapter loftily repelled.—DM. de
Tonnancourt, a canon, next ascended the cathedral pulpit, on
Epiphany day, and read a mandamus protesting against the inter-
vention of the civil power in the matter; an order being given,
at the same time, that every parish priest (euré) in the province
should read a copy of the mandamus after the Sunday sermon (au

prine).—The intendant, in turn, prepared to prosecute the canon
Tonnancourt.

M. de Beauharnais now showed more partisanship, in favour of
clerieal pretensions, than his predecessor, M. de Frontenac, ever ma-
nifested against them. In his place at the council-board, he de-
gired his secretary to read an ordinance interdieting the members
from proceeding farther in taking jurisdiction of the quarrel among
the eclergy; and demanding that any council decrees (airéts)
rendered already on the subject, should be revoked. The procu-
rator-general here interposing, was ordered to keep silence by M.
de Beauharnais. After the council ordered the governor's secre-
tary to retire, M. Lenoullier, a councillor, acting as procurator-
general, took the paper, and read it aloud; he then protested
-ainst the coun-

against the insult its tenor and terms conveyed @
¢il as the supreme eourt of the colony ; and by a formal declarat ion,
justified (motivée) in presence of M. de Beauharnais, characterised
his gubernatorial pretensions in the case to be as inconsiderate
(téméraire) as unwonted (nouvelles) ; adding a resolution, that
the council would make a complaint to the king against the present
infraction of the independence and authority of Canadian tribunals
by his Majesty's representative.

M. de Beauharnais, while allowing that the members of council
eollectively were absolute over every body in the colony, with one
exception (namely, himself), asserted that he, in turn, was their
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master in all things. So saying, he left the council chamber in
high dudgeon. His next step was to eause his interdict to be
read at the head of companies of the colonial forces, regulars and
militia ; with an order appended, that no decrees of eouncil should
be received, unless sanctioned by him. The supreme couneil re-
plied to this act by a counter-ordinanee, of a sensible and spirited
character, thus defining the limits of its own jurisdiction and the
extent of the legitimate functions of the governor :—* The colon-
ists (les peuples) have long known, that those who have anthority
from the prince to govern them have no right, in any case, to
cross their path while striving to obtain legitimate ends; that on
occasions where there is a diversity of sentiment ameng state
funetionaries respecting things ordained in common, the provisional
execution of a measure variously viewed, belongs to the department
it regards : therefore, if there be a difference of opinion, as to acts
affecting the community, between the governor-general and the
intendant, the views of the former are to prevail, supposing the
matter in question to be one specially falling within his province
as administrative chief—such as the operations of war and the
regulation of military discipline : on these subjects, it is competent
for him to issue ordinances, without consulting any one, but in
no other case whatever. Similarly, the ordinances of the intendant
are to have force, provisionally, in matters properly belonging to
his office ; such as law procedure, police, and finances. The par-
ties, when dissident, (governor, intendant,) to account to the king
for their several modes of action, in every case, in order that his
Majesty may decide between them. Such is the nature of the
government of Canada.”

The members of council did not all stand by each otler in the
struggle against the governor’s despotism; some were gained over,
others intimidated by him : still the majority held out, and sent
to prison those who disobeyed the legal orders they issued. The
military, usually the ready instruments of arbitrary power, were
ealled out demonstratively, when the officers poked their sword-

* This formal declaration of legal rights, the first and only one dis-
tinctly enunciated during the whole time of French domination, was, adds
M. Garnean, justified by a regulation (réglement) of the year 1684, signed
by the king and Colbert. It was followed by others, of gimilar tenor.—B,
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points into copies of the council decrees, in contempt of their au-
thors. Those persons arrested by order of council were released
by the governor, and caressed at the castle. Learning that some
officers murmured at what was going on, the governor sent them
to prison. Shortly thereafter, being in Montreal, he transmitted to
his lieutenant a sealed warrant (lettre de cachet) ordering into exile
the two most active members of the eouncil, Messrs. Gaillard and
d’Artigny. By this arbitrary act he at once avenged himself, and
reduced the council roll below the number required to sanction
decrees. The intendant responded by an ordinance, as their pre-
sident, commanding the members to remain at their post, and en-
joining them to disregard the illegal order of the governor.

The secular clergy, whose pretensions the governor had main-
tained at the outset, sided with him, in return, in his contest with
the council. The Recollets went with the chapter; the Jesuits
stood neutral.—Parties being thus balanced, a decision at court
could alone terminate the difficulty. The result could hardly be
doubtful, as the councils of an arbitrary monarch were then di-
rected by a prince of the Church. Cardinal Fleury recalled M.
Dupuy, the prime mover in what was doubtless viewed as a par-
liamentary sedition ; and caused an order to be sent to the su-
preme council to disseise the temporalities of the cathedral chapter,
which had been put under provisional sequestration by the law
authorities during the contest.—Before the decision of the minis-
try arrived, the governor forcibly prevented Messrs. Gaillard and
D’ Artigny from taking their seats at the council-board, and they
were not allowed to resume them till the year 1629 ; long after the
other councillors had made humble submission to the authorities.

M. de Beauharnais, however, did not pass uncensured by the
minister of marine (Maurepas), under whose jurisdiction he more
immediately was. He blamed him for interposing arbitrarily in

v. His order for

the process begun against the chapter and elerg
exiling the two councillors was particularly disapproved of, as
being an exercise of royal power, which his Majesty would entrust
to none of his representatives ; and he was enjoined never to re-
peat such an act.—D. Dupuy, who appears to have acted through-
out with all integrity as well as firmness, made no retractations,
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and was superseded, finally, by M. Hocquart, named royal inten-
dant in 1731.

M. de Mornay, appointed coadjutor of the late bishop M. de
St. Vallier, in 1714, was nominated to succeed the latter; but,
as we have already mentioned, he had gone to France. He never
returned to Canada, yet, retaining his title and authority, he con-
firmed three grand-vicars, elected by the chapter, who, along with
the dean; governed the see in his name. He ranks, nominally,
as third bishop of New France.

The cathedral clergy, becoming wanton. in their unrestrained
powers, treated the inmates of the nunneries with such. unmanly
h