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TO THE HONOURABLE 

G E N E R A L 

0 G L E T H 0 R P E. 

S 1 R, 

T HE lndian Affairs have ever 
appeared to your Judgment 
of fuch Importance to the 

W elfare of our own People, that y ou 
have ever carefully applied your 
1' houghts to them; and that with 
[uch Succefs, that not only the pre
fent Generation will enjoy the Bene
tit of your Gare, but our lateft Po
J:crity blefs your !\.1emory for that 
Happinefs, the Foundation of which 
\vas laid under your Care, pro
~,.jded that the People here, whofe 

Dut y 
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Duty and lntereft is chieRy concern
ed, do on their own Parts fecond 
your Endeavours, towards fecuring the 
Peace, and advancing the Profperity 
of their Country. 

T e following Account of the Pive 
lndian Nations will ihew what dan
gerous Neighbours the lndians have 
once been ; what Pains a neighbour
ing Colon y ( whofe Interefi is oppo
fite to ours) has ta ken to withdra w 
their Affeél:ions from us; and how . 
much we ought to be on our Guard. 
If \Ve only confider the Riches which 
our Enetnies receive fron1 the lndian 
Trade (though we were under no Ap
prehenfions from the Indians them
felves) it would be highly imprudent 
in us to fuffer fuch People to grow 
Rich and Powerful, while it is in our 
Power to prevent it, with rnuch Iefs 
eharge and Trouble, than it is in 
hetrs o accon1plilh their Defigns. 

,.fhcfe 



Thefe Confiderations alone are fuf
ficient to make the lndian Affairs 
deferve the mofl: ferious Thoughts of 
every Governor in America. But 
I weil kno v, befides; th at y out: 
Excellency' s Views are not confined 
to the lntereft of one Country on 
ly. 

The flive Nations are a poor and, 
generally called, barbarous People, 
bred under the darkell: Ignorance ; 
and yet a bright and noble Genius 
fhines through thefe black Clouds. 
None of the greatefl: Ro1nan Heroes 
have difcovered a great er Love to the ir 
Country, or a greater Contempt of 
Dea th, than thefe People called Bar bari
ans have doue, \vhen biberty came in 
Competition. Indeed, I think our ln·· 
dians have outdone the Romans in this 
Particular ; forne of the greateft of 
thofe have we know murdered them-

a ·felves 
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- felves to a void Shatne or Torments; 
but our lndians have refufed to die 
meanly, or with but little Pain, when 
they thought their Country's Honour 
would be at Stake by it >f..; but have 
given their Bodies, willingly, to the 
mofl: cruel Torments of their Ene
mies, to lhew, as they faid, that the 
Pive Nations confifl:ed of Men, whofe 
Courage and Refolution could not be 
lhaken. They greatly fully, however, 
thofe noble Virtues, by that cruel 
Paffion, Revenge ; this they think 
it not only lawful, but honourable, to 
exert without Mercy on their Coun
try' s Enemies, and for this onl y it is 
that they can deferve the Name of 
Barbarians. 

But what, alas! Sir, have we Chriftians 
done to make them better? We have 
indeed Reafon to be alhamed, that 

* This will appear by feverd Infiances in the 
Second Part of this Hifl:ory. 

the fe 
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thefe Infidels, by our Converfation 
and Neighbourhood, are become 
worfe than they were before they knew 
us. Inftead of Virtues we have only 
taught them Vices, that they were 
intirely free from before that Time. 
The narrow Views of private Intereft 
have occafioned this, and will occafi-
on greater, even publick Mifchiefs, if 
the Governors of the People do not, 
like true Patriots, exert themfelve_s, 
and put a Stop to thefe growing 
Evils. If thefe Praélices be winked 
at, infl:ead of faithful Friends, that 
have rnanfully fought our Battles for 
us, the Pive Nations \Vill become faith-
lefs Thieves and . Rob bers, and jo in 
with every Enemy that can give then1 
any Hopes of Plunder. 

If Care were taken to plant and 
cultivate in them that general Bene
valence to Mankind, which is the 
true firft Principle of Virtue, it would 
effeél:ually eradicate thofe horrid Vices, 
occafioned by their unbounded Re-

a 2 venge ; 
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venge ; and then they would no 
longer deferve the Name of Barba
tians, but would become a People, 
whofe Friendfhip might add Honour 
to the Britijh Nation. . 

The GreeR.s ana Romans, Sir, once 
as much Barbarians as our lndians 
now are, deified the Heroes that firil: 
taught them thofe Virtues, from 
whence the Grandeur of thofe re
nowned Nations wholly pr.oceeded ; 
a goodMan, however, wil~ feel more 
real Satisfaél:ion and Pleafure, from the 
Senfe of having any Way forwarded 
the Civilizing of a barbarous Nation, 
or of having multiplied the Num
ber of good Men, than from the 
fondeft Hopes of fuch extravagant 
Hon ours. 

Thefe Confiderations, I believe, 
will induce you, Sir, to think 
a Hiftory of the Five Nations not 
unworthy of your Patronage ; and on 
thefe on1y it is that I prefume to of-

fer 
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fer my beft Endeavours in this, who 
am, with the greateft Refpeét, 

S 1 R, 

. 
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THE 

PREFACE 
T 0 THE 

F 1 R s T pART. 

TH 0 U G H every one that is in the leaft acquaint
ed with the Affairs of North-America, knows tif 
what Conftquence the Indians, commonly known to 

the People tif New-York by the Name of the Five 
Nations, are, both in Peace and War; 1 know of no 
Accounts of them, publifhed in Engli{h, but what are 
very imperfell, and indeed meer Cf'ranjlations of French 
.Authors, who themftlves know little of the 9:'ruth. 
Cf'his feems to throw fome Rif/et/ions on the Inhabi
tants of our Province.. as if we wanted Curiofity to 
enquire into our own Affairs, and were willing to rift 
fatisfied with the Accounts the French give us of our 
own lndians, notwithjlan-di11g that the French in Ca
nada are a/ways in a different Intcrrfl, and fometîmes 
in open Ho.ftility with us. 'l'his COJ?fideration, I hope~ 
will juftify my attempting to write an lliflory of th: 
Five Nations at this Cfime ; and having had the Per
ufal of the Minutes of thl Commijfioners for Indian 
Affairs, 1 have been enabled to colleU many Materials 
for this Hiflory, which arc not to be fozmd any where 

elfe; 
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tlje; and cannat but think, that a Hi.ftory of this 
Kind will be of great Uft to all the Britiili Colonies ilz 
North-America, }ince it may enable them to learn Ex
perience at the Expence of others: And if I can con
tribute any 'Ihing to Jo good a Purpoft, 1 jhall not 
think my Labour lojJ. 

ft will be necef!ary for me here to fay fomething in 
Excufe of two 'Ihings in the following Performa ce 
which, 1 am afraid, will naturally be Jound Fault 
with in il. 'J'he fir:ft is, the filling up Jo great Part of 
the Work with the Adventures of fmall Parties, and 
fometimes with thoft of çne jingle Man : And the 
fecond is, the inferting Jo many Speeches at length. 

As to the jirjl, the Hi.ftory of lndians would be 
very lame, without an Account of thefe private Adven
tures ; for their warlike Expeditions ar~ almofl always 
carried on by furprijing each other, and their who le 
Art of War confifts in managing fmall Parties. 'Ike 
whole Country being one continued Forefl, gives grc4t 
Advantages to thefe fkulking Parties, and has obliged 
the Chriftians to imitate the Indians in this Methad 
of making War among them. And fome would, dou!Jtleft, 
he defirous to know the Mmmcrs and Cufloms of the 
Indians, in their publick r:freaties eJPecially, who could 
not be fatisfied without taking Notice of feveral mi
nute Circumflances, and 'Ihings otherwife of n() 
'Confequence. We are fond of fearching into re
mote .Antiquity, to know the Manners of our earlieft 
Progenitors; a11d, if 1 am 1zot nziflaken, the Indians 
are living Images of them. 

My Dijig1z therefore in the Jec~nd ·was, that thereby the 
Genitts of the Indians might appear. An Hijlorian 
may paint Mms Aél~ons in lively Colours, or in faint 
Shades, as he likes befl, and in both Cafes preferve a 
peifeél Likenefi ; but it will be a dijficult r:fajk to jhe'l!* 
the Wit, Judgment, Art, Simplicity, and Ignorance 
of the Jeveral Parties, managing a Treaty, in other 
Jf?ords than their own. As to my Part, 1 thougbt 

mJfelf 



myfelf incapable of doing it, without depriving the }tt· 
dicious Obfertver of the OpPortunity of difcovering 
mttch of the Indian Genius, by my contra8ing or pa 
raphrqfing their Harangues, and withoul committen 
vften grofs Mi.ftakes. For, tJn thefe Octafions, ll jJât-. 
ful Manager often talks confujedly, and obfcurely 
with Dejign ; which if an Hiflorian Jhould ndetn•our 
to amend, the eader would receive the Hifl rJ in a 
fa !Je Light. . 

9:/ce R~ader will find a great Difference betwetn 
fame of the Speeches here given of tbofe made at A:l· 
ban y, and tho fe' taken from the French Au thors. 
Ours are genuine and · trttly related, as tidivèred h 
the Jworn Interpreters, of whom 9:ruth only is reqm 
red; a rougb Stile, with '{ruth, is preferable to Elo
quence without it : 'J'bis may be Jaid in Juflificaticn of 
the Indian Expr1Jion, though I mu.ft ow11, that I fu
Jpeél our !nterpreters may not have d01:e Juftice to the 
I ndian Eloquence. For the Indians having but few 
· Wc,rds, and few complex Ideas, ttjè many Metaphor 
in their Difcourfe, which interpreted by an u1tjkiljul 
'Iungue, 1nay appear mean, and ftrike our Imagina
"''ion Jaintly ; but tmder the Pen of a Jkilfitl Reprtfl1t-
ter, might flrongly mo'ue our Pajjions b_y their live/y 
Images. 1 bave beard an old lndian Sache n fpeak 
w; th much Vivacity and Elocutio11, Jo tbat the Speaker 
pleafed and mrtved the Audiiors with the Manner of 
ddivering hisDifcourfe; which however, as ît afterwards 
came from the Interpreter, difappointed us in our ExpeBa
tions. After the Spealur bad employed a c01zjiderable 
'I'inu in haranguing with much Elocution, the Inter
preter often explained the whole by one fi;;gle SeJttence. 
I belie·ve tbe Speaker, in that 'lïme, embeltijhed and a
dorned his Figures, that they 1rûght have their full 
Force on the Imay,inatio11, 'iJ.Jhile the Interpreter con .. 
tented himfelf with the Senje, in as few Words as it 
could be expref!ed. 

Ile that fir.ft writes the ljijloty of 'I'hiJ7gs, which 
are not general/y kno--.:;n, ought to avoid, as much as 

3 pojfible, 

ir 
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poflible, to make the Evidence of the 'Iruth depend in· 
tire/y on his own f/eracity and Judgment ; and for this 
Reafon 1 hav! related ft'Veral '.rranfoéiions in the 
Words of the Regifters, when this is once donc, 
he that jhall write afterwards, need not a[J with fo 
mucb Caution. 

'l'he Hiftory of thefe Indian~, 1 promife myfelf, 
will give an agreeable .Amuftment to many ; almo.ft e
'Very one will find Jomething in it juited to his own Patate ; 
!;ut every Line will not pleafe every Man ; on the con
trary, one will naturally approve what another con
demns, as one dejires to know what another tbinks 
not worth the '.rrouble of reading ; for which Reafon, 
I think, it is better to run the Ri/que of bei1tg fometimes 
tedious to certain Riaders, than to omit a'!Y '.rhing that 
may be ufeful to the World. 

1 have Jometimes thought, that Hi.ftories wrote with 
all the Delicacy of a fine Romance, are like French 
Dijhes, more agreeable to the Palate than the Stomach, 
and lefs wholefome than more common and coarfer Ditt • 

.An Hiftorian's J7iews mufi be curious and extenfi·ve, 
and the Hi.ftory of different People and different Ages 
requires different .Ru les, and often different .Abilities to 
write it ; I hope therefore the Reader will, from 
thefe Confiderations, recei'Ve this firft dttempt of this 
kind, with more than ufual .Allowances. 

crhe Inhabitants of New-York have been mucb 
more concerned in the crranfoétions, which fol/owed 
the rear 1688, than in thofe which preceded it. 
And as it requires uncommon Courage and RefoTut'ion 
to engage willingly in the Wars againft a cruel and 
/;arbarous Enemy, 1 jhould be [orry to forget any tbat 
might deferve to be remembered by their CfJUntry, with 
Gratitude on that Oaajion. 

·A V 0 -
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A 

VOCABULARY 
OF 

Some Words and Names ufed by ~t French 
Authors, who treat rf the Indian Affairs, 
which are di.lferent from the Names of the 
fame People or Places, ufed or underflood by 
the Engliili, and may therefore he ufqul to 
thofe who intend to read the Fren.ch Accounts, 
or compare them with the Accounts now pub
lijhed. 

Names ufed by the CJ'he fame are called by the Eng .. 
French. lifu, or by the Five Nations. 

A Benag~ies. 

Algonkins. 
.Amihouis. 

Aniez.. 

Bay des Puans. 
Chigagou. 
Corlaer, or Corlard . · 

OWenagungas, or New ... 
England lnd1ans, and 

are Jometimes ca/led the Ea
ftern Indians. 

Adirondacks. ' 
Dionondadies, or Tuinonda-

deks, a Branch or 'J'ribe of 
the OEatoghies. 

Mohawks, called likewife Ma-
quas. 

Enitajiche. 
Caneraghik. 
Scheneél:ady. But the Five 

Nations c~mmonly cal! the 
Ge ver· 
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Name.r ufed /;y the 'l'he fome &a/led by the Engliih, 
French. or Five Nations. 

Detroit. 
Hurons. 
Hinoi. 
Iroquois. 
Lac Huron. 
Loups. 
Manhattan. 
Mafcoutecs. 
Mourigan. 

Miami es. 
Miffilimakinak. 
Miffifakies. 
Oneyouts. 
Ontario lac. 
Orange. 
Outagamies. 
Outawas. 
Renards. 
Sauiteurs. 
Shaouonons. 
Tateras. 
Terre rouge. 
Tongorias .. 
Tfonontouans. 

Governor of New-York by 
thi.r Name, and t;Jten the 
People of the Province of 
New-York in general. 

Teuchfagrondie. 
~atoghie. 
Cbiétaghicks. 
q'be Five Nations. 
Caniatare, or ~atoghe lake. 
Scahkook Indians. 
New-York City. - .. 
Odiflaftagheks. 
Mahikanclçr, or River Indi

ans, living on Hudfon's Ri
ver, below Albany. 

Twightwies. 
Teiodondoraghie. 
Achftfaghecks. 
Oneydoes. 
Cadarackui Lake. 
Albany. 
~ackftes, and Scunkfiks. 
Utawawas, or Dewagunhas. 
~akfies. 
Eftiaghicks. 
Satanas. 
Toderiks. 
Scunkfik. 
Erighecks. 
Senekas. 

fiE ' · 



THE 

CON TE N TS .. . 

T HE Introduétion, being a Jhort View of the 
Form of Go·ve1·nment of the Five Na ti ons, and 
of their Laws and Cuftoms. pag. 1 

P A R T I. C H A P. I. 

Of the Wars of the Five Nations,. with the Adiron-
dacks and Qyatoghies. 21· 

CH A P. II. 

CJ'he Wars and 'l'reaties of Peace of the Indians 
of the Five Nations with the French, from 1665 
to 1683,. and their Affairs with New-York in. 
that time. Es .{ 
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CH A P. IV. 
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CH A P. V. 

".(he Englifh attempt to trade in the Lakes, and thè 
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CH A P. IV. 

7the French Jurpriz.e Scheneél:ady. crhe Mohawks 
Speech of Condolance on that Occajion. li 3 

~HA p; 



The C 0 N T E N T s. 
CH A P. V. 

,..bt Five Nations continue the War with the French. 
'.the Mohawks encline to Peace. 'I'heir Conferences 
witb the Governor of New-York. - 121 

CH A P. VI. 

'J'he Engliih attack Montreal by Land, in Conjunétion 
with the Indians, and ~ebeck by Sea. 1 26 

CH A P. VII. 

~be French, and the Five Nations, continue the 
War all Winter with various Succefs. 'rhe French 
burn a Captain of the Five Nations alive. 131 

C I-I A P. VIII. 

,, Cf'he Five Nations treat with Capt. lngoldfby. 137 

CH A P. IX. 

'J'he French furprize, and take three Mohawk 
Cajlles. 142 

CH A P. X. 

'J'he crreaties and Negotiations the Five Nations had 
with the Engliih and French in the rears 1693, 
and 1694· 150 

CH A P. XI. 

CJ'he War continued. 'rbe French repojfefs themfelve.r 
of Cadarackui Fort ; and .find me ans to break off 
the Treaty between the Five Nations and Dio
nondadies. - - 1 8o 

CH A P., 



The C 0 N T E N T S • 

. CH A P. XII. 

tif'be c~unt De Frontenac attacks Onondaga in Pef
fon wi.Jb the whole Force of anada. 'l'he Five 
Nations continue the War with the French, and 
make Peace with the Dionondadies. 1 8 8 

. C H A P. XIII. 

rrhe Condutl which the Engliin and French ob ferved 
in regard to the Five Nations, immediat ely a ft er 
1he Peace of Ryfwick. - 196 

'lrtaties, Charters, publick .dtls, &c. from pag. 2.04 

lo tbe End. 



[ 1 ] . 

I N T R 0 D U G T I 0 N, 

BE 1 N G 

A jhort f""iew of the For?n of Govern
ment of the Five Na ti ons, and of their Laws, 
Cufloms, &c. 

· T is necefiàry to know fomething of the F orm of 
Government of the People, whofe I:Jifl:ory one 
is about to know, and a few W ords will be fuffici

ent to give the Reader a Conception of that of the Five 
Nations, becaufe it ftill remains under original Sim
plicity, and free from tho fe complicated €on tri· 
.vances, which have become neceffary to the Na
tions, where Deceit and Cunning have increafed as 
mu ch as their Know led ge -and Wifdom. 

The Five ... Nations (as their Name denotes) con
fifl: of fo many Tribes or Nations, joined together 
by a League or Confederacy, like the United Pro
vinces, and without any Superiority of the oneover the 
other. This Union bas continued fo long, that the 
Chriftians know nothing of the Original of it : The 
People in it are known by the Englifh under the 
Names of Mohawks, One;'does, Onondagas, Cayugas, 
and Senne kas. 

Each of thefe Nations is again divided into three 
Tribes or Families, who diftingui{h themfelves by 
three different Arms or Enfigns, the 'rortoife, the 
Bear, and the Wolf; and the Sachems, or old Men 
of thefe Families, put this Enfign, or Mark of their 

· ' B Family .. 
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Family, to every publick Paper, when they fign. 
it. 

Each ofthefe Nations is an abfolute Republick by 
itfelf, and every Caftle in each Nation makes an 
independent Republick, and is govern·d in ali pub
lick Affairs by its own Sachems or old Men. The 
Authority of thefe Rulers is gain'd by, and confifl:s 
wholly in the Opinion the reft of the Nation have 
of their Wifdom and lntegrity. They never execute 
their Refolutions by Force upon any of their People. 
Honour and Efteem are their principal Rewards; as 
Shame, and being defpifed, their Puniiliments. 
They have certain Cuftoms, which they obferve in 
their publick Tranfaétions with other Nations, and 
in their private A.ffairs among themfdves ; which it 
is fcandalous for any one among them not to ob
ferve, and thefe always draw after them either pub
lick or private Refentment, whenever they are broke. 

Their Leaders and Captains, in like Manner, ob
tain the ir Authority, by the general Opinion of their 
Courage and Conduét, and Jofe it by a failure in 
thofe Virtues. 

Their great Men, both Sachems :tnd Captains, are 
generally poorer than the common People ; for they 
affeét to give away and diftribut~ aU the Prefents or 
Pl und er they get in their Treaties or in W ar, fo as 
to leave nothing to themfe]ves. There is not a Man 
in the Minifl:ry of the Pive Nations, who has gain'd 
his Office, otherwife than by Merit; there is not the 
leaft Salary, or any Sort of Profit, annexed to any 
Office, to tempt the Covetous or Sordid ; but, on 
the contrary, every unworthy Aétion is unavoidably 
attended with the Forfeiture of their Commiffio ; for 
their Authority is only the Efteem of the People, and 
ceafes the Mom€nt that Efteem is loft. Here we fee 
the natural Origin of ali Power and Authority among 
a free People, and w hat ev er artificial Power or So
vereignty any Man may have acquired, by the Laws 
nd Conftitution of a Country, his real Power wiU 

be 
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be ever much greater or lefs, in Proportion to the 
Efteem the People have of hi m. 

'fhe Five Nations think themfelves by Nature fu
perior to the refl: of Mankind, and call themfelves 
Onrz;ue-honwe ; th at is, Men furpaffing ail others. 
This Opinion, which they take Care to cultivate in
to their Children, gives them that Courage, which 
bas been fo terrible to ail the Nations of North A
merica ; and they have taken fi1ch Care to imprefs 
the fame Opinion of their People on ail their 

eighbours, that they, on ail Occafions, yield the 
mofl: fubmiffive Obedience to them. 1 have been 
told by old Men in New England, who remembred 
the Time when the Mohawks made War on their In
Jians, that as foon as a fingle Mohawk was difcover'd 
in the Country, their Indians raifed a Cry from Hill 
to Hill, A Mohawk! A Mohawk! upon which they 
aU fied like Sheep before W olves, without attempt
ing to make the leafi: Refiftance, whatever Odc,is 
were on their Side. The poor New Englcmd lndians 
immediately ran to the Chriftian Houfes, and the 
Mohawks often pudi1ed them fo clofely, that they 
entered along with the 1, and knocked their Brains. 
out in the Prefence of the People of the Hou fe ; but 
if the Family had Time to Chut the Door, they never 
attem pted to force it, and on no Occafion did any 
lnjury to the Chriftians. Ali the Nations round 
them have, for many Years, intirely fubmitted to 
them. and pay a yearly Tribute to them in Wam
pum * ; they dare neither make \Var nor Peace, with-

• Wampum is the Current Money arnong the J.tdiam : It is Clf 
two Sorts, White and Purrle; the Vlhite is worked out of the 
Infide of the great Conq~es into the Form of a Bead, and per
forated, to firing on Leather ; the Purple is worked out of the 
Infide of the Mu fele Shell ; they are wove as broad as one's Hand, 
and about two .Feet long; thefe they cali Bdts, and give and re
ceive at their Treaties a!l the Seals of Fricndfhip ; for ldfer 
Màiters a fingle String is given. Every Bead is of a known 
Value, and a Belt of a lefs Number, is made to equal one of 
a greater, by fo many as is wanting fafrened to the Bel~ by a 
String. 

Bz out 
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out the Confent of the Mohawks. Two old Men 
commonly go about every Year or two, to receive 
this Tribute ; and I have often bad Opportunity to 
obferve what Anxiety the poor Indians were under, 
whiJe thefe two old Men remained in that Part of 
the Country w he re 1 was. An old .lvtohawk Sachem, 
in a poor Blanket and a dirty Shirt, may be feen if
fuing his Orders with as arbitrary an Authority, as a 
Roman Diétator. lt is not for the Sake of Tribu te 
.however, that they make War, but from the Noti
ons of Glory, which they have ev er mofl: fl:rongly 
imprinted on their Minds; and the farther they go 
to feek an Enemy, the greater Glory they think they 
gain; there cannat, I think, be a greater or fl:ronger 
Infl:ance than this, how much the Sentiments, im
prelfed upon a People's Minci, conduce to their Gran
deur, or one that more verifies a Saying often to be 
met with, though but too little minded, That it is in 
the Power of the Rulers of a People to make them 
either Great or Little; for by inculcating only the No
tions of Honour and Virtue, or thofe of Luxury and 
Riches, the People, in a little Time, will become fuch 
as their Rulers defire. The Fi7Je Nations, in their Love 
of Liberty, and of their Country, in their Bravery in 
Battle, and their Conflancy in enduring Torments, e
qua] the Fortitude of the mofl: renowned Romans. 1 
fhall finifh the ir general Charaéter by w hat an En e
my, a Frencbman, fays of the1n, Monjieur De la Po
terie, in his Hifl:ory of North America. 

" vVhen we fpeak (fays he) of the Pive Natimzs 
· " in France, they are thought, by a common Mif-

." take, to be mere Barharians, al ways thirfl:ing af
,, ter human B1ood ; but their true Chaïaél:er is very 
" different. They are indeed the fiercefl: and moft for
" midable People in North America, and, at the fame 
" Time, are as po1itick and judicious, as well can 
'' be conceived ; and this appears from the Manage
" ment of ail the Affairs which they tranfaét, not only 
" w~th the French and Er;glijh, but Iikewife with al-

2 " moft 
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" mofl: ali the Indian Na ti ons of this vafl: Conti
'' nent." 

Their Matters of Confequence, which concern ali 
the Nations, are tranfaél:ed in a general Meeting of 
the Sachems of each Nation. Thefe Conventions are 
commonly held at Onnondaga, w hi ch is nearly the 
Center of their Country ; but they have fixed on Al
bany for the Place of treating with the Britifh Colonies. 

They fl:riél:ly follow one Maxim, formerly ufed by 
the Romans to increafe their Strength, that is, they en
courage the People . of other Na ti ons to incorporate 
with them ; and when they have fubdued any Peo
ple, after they nave fatiated their Revenge by forne 
cruel Examples, they adopt the refl: of their Cap
tives ; who, if they behave well, become equally 
efl:eemed with their own People ; .fo that forne of 
their Captives have afterwards become their greateft 
Sachems and Captains. The 'J'ufkaroras, aftertheWar 
they nad with the People of Carolùza, fied to the Pive 
Nations, and are now incorporated with them ; fo 
that they now: properly indeed confifl: of fix Nations, 
though they fi ill re tain the old N ame of the Pive 
Nations among the Englijh. The Cowetas alfo, or 
Creek-lndians, are in the fame Friendfuip with them. 

The 'Iujkaroras, fince they came under the Pro
vince of New York, bch~ve themfelves well, and re
main pcaceable and quiet ; and by this may be feen 
the Advantage of ufing the Indimzs weil, and I be
lieve, if they were ft ill better ufed (as the reis Room 
enough to do it) they 'would be proportionably more 
ufeful to us. 

The Cruelty the Indians ufe in their Wars, to
wards thofe that do not or cannat refifl:, fuch as 
Women and Children, and to their Prifoners, after 
they have them in their Power, is defavedly indeed 
held in Abhorrence: BHt w hoever reads the Hifl:ory of 
the fo famed ancient Heroes, will fi nd them, l'rn afraid, 
not much bett~r in this Refpeél:. Does Achilles's Beha
viour to fleétor's doad Body, in Homer, appear lefs. 

B 3 favage r 
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favage ? This Cruelty is alfa not peculiar to the Pive Nations, but equally prattifed by ail other 11J.I> dians. lt is wonderful, how Cuftom and Education are able to foften the moft horrid Aétions~ even Il• mong a polite and learned People ; witnefs the ea,.. thag;nians and Phcenicians burning their own Chil· dren alive in Sacrifice; and feveral Palfages in the Jewijh Hijlory ; and witnefs, in later Times, the Chriftians burning one another alive, for God's Sake. When any of the young Men ofthefe Nations have a Mind to fignalize themfelves, and to gain a Reputa tion among their Countrymen, by forne notable En terprize againfl: their En emy, they at firft communicate their Defign to two or three of their moft inti• mate Friends ; and if they come into it, an Invitation is made, in their N ames, to all the young Men of the Cafl:le, to feafl: on Dog's Fleili; but whether this be, becaufe Dog's Flefh is mail agreeable to Indian Pa .. lates, or whether it be as an Emblem of Fidelity, for w hi ch . the D0g is difl:inguifued by ali Na ti ons, that it is always ufed on this Occafion, 1 have not fufficient Information to determine. When the Company is met, the Promoters of the Enterprize fet forth theUndertaking in the beft Colours they can; they boaft of what they intend to do, and incite others to join, from the Glory there is to be obtained.; and Il who eat of the Dog's Flelb, thereby inlifl: themfelves. 
The Night before they fet out, they make a grand Fea!t, to this ali the noted Warriors of the Nation , are invited ; and here they have their War Dance, to the Beat of a Kind of a Kettle-drum. The Warrion~ are feated in two-Rows in the Hou[~, and each r"fès up in his Turn, and fings the great Atts he has ! imfeif performed,and theDeeds of his Ancefl:ors; and tnis is al ways accompanied with a Kind of a Dance, or rather Aélion, reprefenting the Manner in which they we. e performed ; and from Ti me to Ti me, ail prefent j in in a Cborus, applauding every notable Aét. They 

exaggerate 
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exaggerate the Injuries they have at any Time re

ceived from their Enemies, and extol the Glory 

which any of their Anceftors have gained by their 

Bravery and Courage ; fo that they work up their 

Spirits to a high Degree of warlike Enthufiafm. 1 

have fometimes perfuaded forne of their young In

dians to aét thefe Dances, for our Diverfion, and to 

fuew us the Manner of them ; and even, on thefe 

Occafions, they have work'd themfdves up to fuch 

a Pitch, that they have made ali prefent uneafy. 

Is it not probable, that fuch Defigns as thefe have 

given the firft Rife to Tragedy? 

They come to thefe Dances with their Face 

painted in a frightful Manner, as they always are 

w hen they go to W ar, to make them fel v es terri bi . 

to their Enemies ; and in this Manner the Night is 

fpent. Next Day they march out with much For

mality, dreffed in their fineft A pparel, and, in their · 

March, obferve a profound Silence. An Officer of 

the regular Troops told me, that while he was Corn· 

mandant of Fort-Hunter, the Mobq,wks, on one of 

thefe Occaftons, told him, that they expeéted the 

ufual military Honours as they paffed the Garifon. 

Accordingly he drew out his Garifon, the Men pre

fented their Pieces as the Indians paffed, and the 

Drum beat a March ; and with Jefs Refpeél:, the 

Officer faid, they would have been diifatisfied. The 

lndians paffed in a fingle Row, one a ft er another~ 

with great Gravity and profound Silence; and e

very one of them, as he paffed the Officer, took his 

Gun from his Shoulder, and fired into the Ground 

near the Officer's Foot : They marched in this Man

ner three or four Miles from their Caille. The 

W omen, on thefe Occafions, always follow them 

with their old Clothes, and they fend back by them 

their Finery in w hi ch they marched from the Cafl:le. 

But before they go from this Place, where they ex ... 

change their Clothes, they always peel a large Piece 

of the Bark ,.rom forne great Tree ; they tommonly 

B .4. chufe 



7'he INTRODUC7i.ION. chufe an Oak, as mofl: lafting; upon the fmooth Side of. this Wood they, with their red Paint, draw one or more €anoes, going from Home, with theNum~~r of Me in them padling,which goupon the Exped1t1on; and forne Animal, as a Deer or Eox, an Emblem ot the Nation againft which the Expedition is deftgned, is painted at the I-Iead of the Canoes ; for th y always travel in Canoes along the Rivers, ich had to tlie Country againft which the Expedition is defigned, as far as they can. fter the Expedition is over, they ftop at the fame Place in their R eturn, and fend to their Caftle, to inform their Frienâs of their Arrivai ; that they may be r pared to give them a folemn Reception, fuited to the Succefs they have had. ln the mean Time, they reprefent on the fame, or forne Tree near it, the Event f. the. Enterprize, and now the Canoes are painted with tfieir Heads turned towards the Caftle ; the urnber; of the Enemy killed, is reprefented by Scalps painted black, and the Number of Prifoners y as' many Withs, (in their Painting not unlike Potbooks) with which they ufuaily pinion their Captives. hefe Trees are the Annals, or rather Troph' s of the Pive Nations: I have feen many of nem ; and by them, and the ir W ar Songs, they preferve the Hifl:ory of. their great Atchievements. The foie mn Reception of thefe W arriors, and the Acclamations of A pplaufe, w hi ch they receive at their Return, cannat but have in the Hearers the fame Effect, in ~aifing an Emulation for Glory, that a Triumph had or the old Romans. 
After their Prifoners are fecured, they never offer them the leaft Male-treatment, but, on the contrary, will rather ftarve themfelves, than fuffer them to want; and I have been al ways affured, that there js not nne Infl:ance, of their offering the leaft Violence to the Chafl:i.ty of an y W oman that was their Captive. But notwithftanding this, the poor Prifoners afterwards undergo fevere Puni!hments before t~ey 

rece1ve 
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receive the lafl: Doom of Life or Death. The.War ... 
riors think it for their GJory, to lead them through 
ali the Villages of the Nations fubjetl: to them, 
which lie near the Road; and thefe, to fhew their Af
feél:ion to the Pive Nations, and their Abhorrence of 
their Enemies, draw up in two Lines, through 
w hi ch the po ar Prifoners, !l:ar.k naked, muiF run the 
Gauntlet; and on this Occafion, it is :alwayi obferveo, 

· the W omen are mu ch: more cruel than the Men. The 
Prifoners meet with the fame fad Reception when 
they reach their J ourney's End ; and after this, they 
are prefented to thofe that have loft any Relation in 
that or any former Enterprize. If the Captives be ac
cepted,there is an End to their Sorrow from thatMo
ment; they arè dreffed as fine as they can make them; 
they are abfolutely free ( except to return to their own 
Country) and enjoy ali the Pri vileges the Perfon 
had, in whofe Place they are accepted ; but if other
wife they die 4 in Torn1ents, to fatiate the Revenge 
of thofe that refufe them. 

If a young Man or Boy be received in Place of a 
Hufband that · was· killed, ali tne Chilûren of the 
Deceafed caU that Boy Father; fo that one may 
fometimes hear a Man of tliirty fay, that fuch a Boy 
of. fifteen or twenty is his Father. 

Their Cafl:les are generally a Square furrounded 
with Palifadoes, without any Bafl:ions or Out- works; 
for, fin ce the general Peace, the ir Villages lie aU 
open. · 

Their oniy Inflruments of Var are Mu(quets, 
Hatchets, and long fnarp pointed Knives; thefe ther 
always carry about with them : Their Hatchet, in 
War-time, is fl:uck in their Girelle behind them; and 
befides what Ufe they make of this Weapon in their 
Hand, they have a dexterous Way of throwing it, 
which I have feen them ofren praél:ife in their Exer
cife, by throwing it into a Tree at a Diflancc: They 
have, in this, the Art of direéting and regula ting 
t he Motion, {o that though the Hatchet turns round 

as 
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as it flies, the Edge always fticks in the Tree, ·and 
near the Place at 'which they aim it. The Ufe of. 
Bows and Arrows are now intirely laid afide, except 
among the Boys, who are ftill very dexterous in 
killing Fowls and ether Animais with them. 

They ufe neither Drum nor Trumpet, nor any 
Kind of mufical Infl:rument in their Wars; their 
Throats ferve them on ali Occafions, where fuch are 
necelfary. Man y oi them have a furprifing Faculty 
of raifing their Voice, not only in inarticulate Sounds, 
but likewife to make their Words underftood at a 
great Diftance ; and we find the fame was praélifed by 
Homer's Heroes, 

q'brite to its Pitch his lofty J7oice he rears,-
0 Frimd! Ulyffes Shouts invade my Ears. 

The Five Nations have fuch abfolute Notions of 
Liberty, that they allow of no Kind of Superiority 
of one over another, and banifu ail Servitude from 
their T erritories. They never make any Prifoner a 
Slave ; but it is cuftomary among them to make 
a Compliment of Naturalization into the Pive 
Nations ; and, confidering how highly they value 
them fel v es a hove ali others, this muft be no fmall 
Compliment. This is not done by any general Aét 
of the Nation, but every fingle Perfon has a Right 
to do it, by a Kind of Adoption. The firft Time 1 
was among the Mohawks, I had this Compliment 
from one of their old Sachems, which he did, by 
giving me his own Name, Cayenderongue. He bad 
been a notable W arrior ; and he told me, that now 
1 had a Right to affume to myfelf ali the Aéts of 
Valour he had performed, and that now my Name 
would echo from Hill to Hill ail over the Pive Na
tions. As for my Part, 1 thought no more of it at 
that Time, than as an Artifice to draw a Belly full 
of ftrong Liquor from me~ for himfelf and his Cam
panions ; but w ben about ten or twelve Y ears after· 

~ ds; my Bt.11!lefs led me aga in among them, I direél:
ed 
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ed the Interpreter to fay fomething from me to th 
Sathtms ; he was for forne Time at a Lofs to under .. 
fiand their Anfwer, till he had afited me whether 1 
had any Name among them: I then found that 1 
was really known to them by that Name, and that 
the old Sachem, from the Time he had given me his 
Name, had affumed another to himfelf. 1 was a
dopted, at that Time, into the Tribe of the Bear, 
and, for that Reafon, 1 often afterwards had the kind 
Compliment of Brother Bear. 

The Hofpitality of thefe Indians is no lefs temark4o 
able, than their other Virtues ; as foon as any Stran· 
ger cornes, they are fure to offer him Viél:uals. If 
there be fe veral in Company, and come from a-far, 
one of their beft Houfes is cleaned and given up for 
their Entertainment. Their Complaifance,on thefe Oc. 
caftons, goes even farther than Chrifiian Civility al· 
lows of, as they have no other Rule for it, than the 
furnifuing their Gueft with every Thing they think 
will be agreeable to him; for this Reafon, forne of 
their prettieft Girls are al ways ordered to walh them
felves, and drefs in their beft AppareJ, in Order to be 
prefented to the Stranger, for his Choice ; and the 
young Lad y, who has the Honour to be preferred 
on thefe Occafions, performs ali the Duties of a fond 
Wife, during the Stranger's Stay: But this laft Piece of 
Hofpitality is now either laid afide by the Mohawks, 
or, at leaft, they never offer it to any Chriftian. 
rfh's Nation indeed has laid afide many of its anci
ent Cuftoms, and fo likewife have the other Nations, 
with whom we are beft acquainted ; and have adopt
ed many of ours ; fo that it is not eafy now to diftm ... 
guifu their original and genuiHe Manners, from thofe 
which they have Jately acquired; and for this Rea-

1: . fon it is, that they now fel dom offer Viétuals to Per .. 
J~ fons of any Difl:inél:ion, becaufe they know, that their 
~· Food and Cookery is not agreeable to our delicate 
~· Palates. Their Men value themfelves, in having aU 
~ Kind of Food in equal Efl:eem. A Mohawk Sachem 
~ told 
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told me with a Kind of Bride, That a Man eats e .. 
very Thing without Diftinétion, Bears, Cat.r, Dogs, 
'Snakes, Frogs, &c. intimating, that it is W omanilh, 
to have any Delicacy in the Choice of Food. 

I can however give two fl:rong lnftances of the Hof
pitality of the j'\1ohawks,which fell under myown Ob
fervation ; and which fhew, that they have the very 
fame Notion of Hofpitality, whith we find in the 
anc-ient Poets. vVhen I was laft in the Mohawks 
Country, the Sachems · told me, that they had an 
Englifhman among their People, a Servant who had 
run from his Mafl:er in New York. I immmediately 
'told tnem, · that they muft deliver him up. No, they 
anfwered, we never ferve any lYlan fo, who puts 
himfelh und er our Proteétion. On this I infifl:ed on 
the Inj ry they did thercb~ to his Mafter; and they 
allowed it might be an Injury, and replied, though 
we ·nev r will deliver him ~p, we are willing to pay 
the ;value of the Servant to the Mailer. Another 
Man made his Efcape from the Goal of Albany, w here 
he was in Prifon on an xecution for Debt ; the 
Mohawks received him, and, as they proteéted him 
againft the Sheriff and his Officers, they not only 
paid the Debt for him, but gave him Land, over 
and above fufficient for a good Farm, whereon he 

'lived when I was laft there. To this it n11y be ad
ded, ali their extraordinary Vilits are accompanied 
with giving and receiving Prefents of fome Value; 
as we 1earn likewife from Homer was the Praé1:ice in 
old Times. 

Po~v~a,my is not ufual among them ; and indeed, 
in any Nation, where all are on a Par, as to Riches 
and Bowèr, Plurality of \Vives cannot well be in
troduced. As ali Kind of Slavery is baniilied from 
the Countries of the Ft·ve Ncztions, fo they keep them-

, fel v es free alfo from the Bandage of Wedlock ; and 
when eithe~ of· the Partie~ becomes d~fgufted, they 
feparat~ w1thout Formaltty or Ignommy to either, 
unlefs 1t be occafioned by forne fcandalous O.ffence in 

one 
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one of them .. A.nd in Cafe of Divorce, th~ Chil ren, 
according to the natural Courfe of all Jtnimals, fol
law the Mother. The Women here bring forth their 
Children with as mu ch Eafe as other Animais, and with
out the Help of a Mid wife, an tl, foon after their Deli
very, return to theiruft1al Employme 1t. They alone al
fo perform ali the Drudge~y aoout their Houfes, they 
plant their Corn, and labour it, in evcry Refpeél:, till 
it is brought to the Table: They likewife eut all their 
Fire-wood, and bring it Home on th"ir Backs, and 
in their Marches bear the Burdens. The 1\llen dif
dain ail Kind of Labour, and employ themfelves 
alone in I-lunting, as the only proper Bufinefs for 
Soldiers. At Times, w hen it is not proper to hunt, 
one finds the old Men in Companies, in Converfati
on ; the young Men at their Exercifes, fuooting at 
Marks, throwing the Hatchet, Wrefiling, or Run
ning, and the W omen ail bufy at Labour in the 
Fields. 

On thefe Occafions, the State of Lacedt:emon ever 
occurs to my Mind, which that of the Pive Nations, 
in many Refpeéts., refembles; their Laws, or Cuf
toms, being, in both, form'd to render the Mincis 
and Bodies of the People fit for W ar. 

Theft is very fcandalous among them ; and it is 
neceffary it fuould be fo among ali Indians, fince they 
have no Locks, but thofe of thcir Minds, to preferve 
their Goods. 

There is one Vice which the Indians have ali fa11en 
into, fin ce the ir Acquaintance with the Chriflians, 
and of which they could not be guilty before that 
Time, that is, Drunkennefs: lt is firange, how aH 
the Indian Nations, and almcfl: every Perfon among 
them, Male and Female, are infatuated 'vith the 
Love of !hong Drink ; they know no Bouncis to • !cir 
Delire, while they can fwallow it dawn, and then 
indeed the greatefl: Man among them fcarceiy de
ferves the N ame of a Brute. 

. Tne 
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They never have been taught to conquer any Paf .. 

fion, but by forne contrary Paillon ; and the Tra
ders, with whom they chiefly converfe, are fo far 
from giving them any Abhorrence of this Vice, that 
they encourage it aU they can, not only for the Pro
fit of the Liquor they feil, but that they may have 
an Opportunity to impofe upon them. And this, as 
they chiefly drink Spirits, has deftroyed greater 
Numbers, than ali their Wars and Difeafes put toge
ther. 

The People of the Pive Nations are much given to 
Speech-making, ever the natural Confequence of a per
feél: Republican Government: Where no fingle Per
fon has a Power to campel, the Arts of Perfuafion 
alone muft prevail. As their beft Speakers diftinguifh 
themfelves in their publick Councils and Treaties with 
other Nations, and thereby gain the Efteem and Ap'!' 
plaufe of their Countrymen, (the only Superiority 
which any one of them has over the others) it is 
probable they apply themfelves to this Art, by fome 
Kind of Study and Exercife, in a great Meafure. lt 
is impoffible for me to judge how far they excel, 
as I am ignorant of their Language ; but the 
Speakers whom 1 have beard, had aU a great Flu-. 
ency of W ords, and mu ch more Grace in their 
Manner, than any Man could expeél:, among a Peo
ple intirely ignorant of all the liberal Arts and Sci
ences. 

1 am inform'd, that they are very nice in the Turn; 
of their Expreffions, and th at few of them fel v es are fo 
far Mafl:ers of their Language, as ne ver to offend the 
Ears of their lndian Auditory, by an un poli te Expreffi
on. They have, it feems, a certain Urbanitas, or Atti
ti[m, in their Language, of which the common Ears 
are ever fenfible, though on! y their great Speakers at4 

tain to it. They are fo tnuch given to Speech-making, 
that their comm~n Compleme~1ts, to any Perfon they 
refpeét, at meetmg and partmg, are made in Ha· 
rangues. 

2 They 
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They have forne Kind of Elegancy in varying 

and compounding their Words, to which, not many 
of them fel v es attain, and this principally difl:inguifhes 
their beft Speakers. 1 have endeavoured to get forne 
Account of this, as a Thing that mjght be acceptable 
to the Curious ; but, as 1 have not met with any one 
Perfon who undedl:ands their Language, and alfo 
knows any Thing of Gram mar, or of the learned 
Languages, 1 have not been able to attain the leafi: 
Satisfaétion. Their prefent Minifter tells me, that 
their V erbs are varied, but in a Manner fo dif ... 
ferent from the Grcck or L atin, that he cannot dif
cover by what Rule it was clone; and even fufpeéts, 
that every V erb has a peculiar Mode : 1"'hey have 
but few radical vVords, but they compound their 
Words without End ; by this their Language be
cornes fufficiently copions, and leaves Room for a good 
Deal of Art to pleafe a delicate Ear. S~metimes 
one Word among them includes an entire Definition 
of the Thing; for Example, they cali Wine Oneha
radefehoeng:foragherie, as much as to fay, a Liquor 
made of the 'Juice of the Grape. The Words ex· 
preffing Things lately come to their Knowledge are 
ali Compounds: They have no Labeals in their Lan
guage, nor can they pronounce perfeéHy any W ord 
wherein there is a Labeal; and when one endeavour"' 
to teach them to pronounce thefe Words, they tell 
one, they think it ridiculous that they muft fhut their 
Lips to fpeak. Their Language abounds with Guttu· 
rals and fl:rong Afpirations, thefc make it very fano
rous and bold ; and their Speeches abound with Me
ta ph ors, after the M;;nner of the Eafrern Nations~ 
as will beft appear by the Speeches that I have co .. 
pied. 

Asto what religious Notions they have, it is diffi~ 
cult to judge of them ; becaufe the Indians, that 
fpeak any Eng!ijh, and !ive rear us, have learned 
many Things of us ; and it is not eafy to diflinguifu 
the Notions they had originally among themfelves, 

from 
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from thofe they have learned of the Chriflians. It 
is certain they have no Kind of publick Wor.lhip, 
and I am told that they have no radical W ord to ex
prefs Cod, but ufe a compound Ward, iignifying 
the Preferver, Sufl:ainer, or Mafl:er of the Univerfe; 
neither could I ever learn w hat Sentiments they have 
of a future Exifl:ence. Their funeral Rites feem to be 
formed upon a Notion of fame Kind of Exifl:ence 
after Death : They make a large round Hale, in 
which the Body can be placed upright, or upon its 
Haunches, w hi ch after the Body is placed in it, is 
covered with 'rimber, to fupport the Earth which 
they lay over, and thereby keep the Body free from 
being preffed ; they then raife the Earth in a round 
Hill over it. They always drefs the Corps in ali 
its Fin er y, and put Wamputn and other Things 
into the Grave with it ; and the Relations fuffer not 
Grafs or any Weed to grow on the Grave, and fre
quently vifit it with Lamentations : But whether thefe 
Things be clone only as Marks of Refpeél: to the 
Deceafed, or frotn a Notion of fmne Kind of Ex
ifience after Death, mufl: be left ta the J udgment of 
the Reader. 

They are very fuperftitious in obferving Omens 
and Dreams ; 1 have obferved them fhew a fuperfiiti
ous Awe of the OwJ, and be highly difpleafed with 
forne that mimicked the Cry of that Bird in the 
Night. An Officer of the regular Troops has inform
ed me alfa, that while he had the Command of the 
Garrifon at Ofwego, a Boy of one of the far W efl:
ward Nations died there; the Parents 1nade a regu
]ar Pile of fplit Wood, laid the Corps upon it, and 
burnt it; whi1e the Pile was burning, they fl:ood 
grave1y looking on, without any Lamentation, but 
when it was burnt dawn, they gathered up the Bones 
with many Tears, put them into a Box, and carried 
them away with them; and this Inclination, which 
ali ignorant People have to Superfl:ition and amufing 
Ceremonies, gives the Popifh Priefls a great 4dvan-

tage 
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tage in recommending their Religion, beyond what 
the Regularity of the Proteftant Doél:rine allows 
of. 
~een Anne fent over a Miffionary to refide among 

the Mohawks, and allowed him a fufficient Subfiftence 
from the privy Purfe; ilie fent Furniture for a Chap
pel, and a valuable fet of Plate for the Communion 
Table ; and (if I am not miftaken) the 1ike Furniture 
and Plate for each of the other Nations, though 
that of the Mohawks was only applied to the Ufe 
defigned. The common Prayer, or at leaft a con
fiderable Part of it, was tranfiated alfo into their Lan- · 
guage and printed ; forne other Pieces were likewife 
tranflated for the Minifrer's Ufe, viz. An Expofition 
of the Creed, Decalogue, Lord's Prayer, and Church 
Catechifm, and a Difcourfe on the Sacraments. But 
as that Minifter was never able to attain any tolera
ble Knowledge of their Language, and was naturally 
a heavy Man, he had but fmall Succefs ; and his Al
lowance failing, by the ~een's Death, he left them. 
Thefe Na ti ons had no Teacher, from that Ti me, till 
within thefe few Years, that a young Gentleman, out of 
pious Zeal, went voluntarily among the Mohawks. He 
was at firfl: intirely ignorant of their Language, and had 
no Interpreter, except one of the lndians, who under
ftood a' little Engli(h, and had, in the late Miffiona
ry's Time, learn'd to read and write in his own Lan
guage. He learned from him how to pronounce the 
W ords in the Tranflations, which had been made 
for the la te Miffionary's U fe. He fet up a Schoo1, 
to teach their Children to read and write their own 
Language ; and they made furprizing Proficiency, con
fidering their Mailer did not undedl:and their Lari .. 
guage. I happened to be in the .l'dohawk Country, 
and fa w fe veral of their Performances ; I was pre
fent at their Worfhip, where they went through forne 
Part of the Common Prayer with great Decency. I 
was likewife prefent, feveral Times, at their private 
Devotions, which fome of them performed duly~ 

C Morning 
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Morning and Evening. 1 had alfo many Opportunities of obferving the great Regard they had for this young Man ; fo far, th at the F ear of his leaving them made the greateft Reftraint on them, with which he threatened them, after they had been guilty of any Offence. Saon after th at Ti me, this Gentleman went to England, received Orders, and was fent by the Society, Miffionary to Albany, with Liberty 
to fpend forne Part of his Time among the Mo
hawks. 

I had lately a Letter fron1 him, dated the feventh of December, I 641, in which he writes as follows : 
c;, Drunkennefs was fo common among them, that 1 
'' doubt, whether there was one grown Perfon of 
c;c either Sex free from it ; feldom a Day paffed, 
" without forne, and very often forty or fifty being '' drunk at a Time. But 1 found they were very fond 
c;' of keeping me among them, and afraid I fhould 
"' leave them, which I made Ufe of to good Pur
'' pofe ; daily threatning them with my Departure? " in Cafe they did not forfake that Vice, and fre
'' quently requiring a particular Promife from them " fingly ; by which Means (through God's Bleffing) 
'' there was a graduai Reformation; and I know 
~' not that I have feen above ten or twclve Perfons 
'' drunk among them this Sumn1er. The Women " are almoft aH entirely reformed, and the Men '' very much. T'hey have intirely left off Divorces, " and are legally married. They are very confl:ant 
'' and devout at church anâ Family Devotions. " They have not been known to exereife Cruelty to '' Prifoners, and have, in a great Meafure, left off 
~' going a fighting, which I find the tnofl: difficult, " of ali Things, to diffuade them from. They feem " alfo perfuaded of the Truths of Chrifl:ianity. The " greatefl: Inconveniency 1 labour under, is the Want " of an Interpreter, which could 1 obtain, for two 
" or three Years, I ihould hope to be tolerably 

'~ Mafl:er 
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" Matter of their Language, and be able to render 
" it eafier to my Succeffor.'' 

This Gentleman's uncommon Zeal deferves, I 
think, this publick Teftimony, that it may be a 
Means of his receiving fuch Encouragement, as may 
enable him to purfue the pious Purpofes he has in 
View. 

The Mohawks, were they civilized, may be ufeful 
to us many Ways, and, on many Occafions, more 
than any of our own People can be ; and this weil 
deferves to be confidered. , 

There is one Cuftom their Men conftantly oh
ferve, which 1 mufl: not forget to mention; That if 
they be fent with any Meffage, though it demand 
the greatefl: Difpatch, or though they bring Intelli
gence of any imminent Danger, they never tell it at 
their firfl: Approach; but fit clown for a Minute or 
two, at leaft, in Silence, to recoHeél: themfelves, 
before they fpeak, that they may not fhew any De ... 
gree of F ear or Surprize, by an indecent Expreffion. 
Every fudden Repartee, in a publick Treaty, leaves 
with them an Impreffion of a light inconfiderate 
Mind ; but, in private Converfation, they ufe, a~d 
are delighted with brifk witty Anfwers, as we can 
be. By this they !hew the great Difference they 
place between the Converfations of Man and Man, 
and of Nation and Nation ; and in this, and a thou
fand other Things, might weil be an Example to tbe 
European Nations. 

THE 
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FivE INDIAN NATIONs, 

DEPENDING 

On the PRoviNcE of NEW-rORK. 

PART 1. 

'Ihe Hijlory of the Five Nations, from the Ti me 
the Chriftians firfl knew any 'Ihing if them, to 
that of the Revolution in Great-Britain._ -

C H A P. 1. 

Of the Wars of the Five Na tians with the A'.. 
dirondacks and Quatoghies. 

HE fidl: Settlers of New-York having beert 
little curious in inquiring into the Indian Af ... . 
Jairs, further than what related to Trade ; 

or, at leafi:, having negletl:ed to tranfmit their Dif .. 
coveries to Pofterity, it is much more difficult to 
giye a juil: Hifl:ory of thefe Nations before, thaQ 
fince the 1,ime of their being under the Crown of 
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Ca A. P. England. ~!hat we can learn of Certainty, howevèr, 
I. is this. The French fettled at Canada in the Y ear 

'--v--1 1603, fix Years before the Dutch poffe!fed them
felves of New-Netherlands, now called New-York, 
and fou nd the Pive Nations at W ar with the Adi
rondacks, which, they tell us, was occafioned in the 
following Manner. 

The Adirondacks formerly lived three-hundred 
Miles above 'l'rois Rivieres, where now the Utawa
was are fituated ; at that Time they employ'd them
felves wholly in I-lunting, and the Pive Nations 
made planting of Corn their Bufinefs. By this 1\tieans 
they became ufeful to each other, by exchanging 
Corn for Venifon. The Adirondacks, however, va
lued themfelves, as delighting in a more manly Em
ployment, and defpifed the Pive Nations, in follow
ing Bufinefs, which they thought only fit for vVomen. 
But it once happened, that the Game failed the .L1.
dtrondacks, which made them defire forne of the 
young Men of the Five Nations to affifi them in 
I-Iunting. Thefe young Men foon became much 
more expert in Hunting, and able to endure Fa
tigues, than the Adirondacks expeél:ed or defired ; in 
fuort, they became jealous of them, and, one Night, 
murdered ali the young Men they had with them. 
The Five Nations complained to the Chiefs of the 
Adiro1.1dacks, of the Inhumanity of this Aél:ion ; but 
they contented themfelves with blaming the Mur
dere!'s, and ordered them to n1ake forne fmall t 

refents to the Relations of the murdered Perfons, 
without being· apprehenfive of the Refentment of the 
Pive Nations ; for they Iooked upon them, as Men 
not capable of taking any great Revenge. 

This however provoked the Pive Nations to that 
Degree, that they faon refolved, by forne Means, 
to be revenged ; and the ,ddirondacks being informed 

t It is fiill a Cufl:om among the lndians, to expiate Murder by 
Prefe1 ts to the Rclatiom of the Perfon killed. 

of 
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of their Defigns, thought to prevent them, by re-CH A P. 

ducing them with Force to their Obedience. I. 
The Pive Nations hen lived near where Mont(~ ...J 

Real now ftands ; they defei1ded themfelves at firft 
but faintly againfl: the vigorous Attacks of the .Adi
r01zdacks, and were forced to leave their own Coun-
try, and fly to the BaQks of the Lakes where they 
live now. As they were hitherto Lofers by the 
War, it obliged them to .apply themfelves to the 
Exercife of Ar ms, in which they became daiJy more and 
more expert. Their Sachems, in arder to rai fe their Peo-
ple's Spirits, turned them againft the * Satanas, a 
lefs warlike Nation, who th en lived on the Banks of 
the Lakes ; for they found it was difficult to remove 

·the Dread their People had of the V al our of the 
Adirondacks. The Pive Nations foon fubdued the 
Satanas, and drave them out of their Country~ and 
their People's Courage being th us elevated, they, 
from this Time, not only defended themfelves 
bravely againft the whole Force of the Adirondacks. 
but often carr· d the W ar into the Heart of the Adi
rondacks's Country, . and, at lafi, forced them to 
leave it, and to fly into that Part of the Country, 
where !?2gebeck is now built. · 

Thëre are more Inftances th an one in Hiil:ory, of 
poor difpirited !~ations, that by forne fignal Affront 
or Abufe have had their Spirits fo raifed, that they 
have not only performed notable Things on a fud
den, but, if they happened~ at the fame Time, to be 
led and governed by wife Men, have fo far kept 
up, and improved that Spirit, that they have be .. 
come, in a Manner, a different People. Let us ex
amine Hifl:ory, and we fhall find, that the different 
Figure every Country has made in the V\7 orld, has been 
ever principally owing to the Principles which were in
culcated into, and carefully cultivated in the People. 

* They are called Shaouonom, by the French, and live now 
en one of the Banks of the i'r1iftjlip. 
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CH A l'. In this chiefly confifl:s the Art of making a Nation 

I. glorious, or the Crime of debafing thetn into Servi-
'--v-' tude or Slavery. lt was from the Notions of L;ber

ty, Honour, and Glory, and fuch wife and gene
rous Principles, which the meaneft Citizen among 
the old Romans entertained, that they became fo 
great and powerful, and a Terror to ali Nations ; 
as the fordid, timorous, cunning Artifices, and the 
Love of W ealth and fenfual Pleafures, cultivated 
among the prefent Romans, bas debafed them now 
into the meanefl: and leafl: feared Nation on the 
Earth. The Hiftory of the Pive Nations will readi
Jy lhew, how far the ancient Roman Principles have 
been cultivated among them. 

Soon after this Change of the People of thefe 
Nations, the French arrived at Canada, and fettled 
at S?<_,uebeck ; and they thinking it aà vifeable to gain 
the Efteem and Friendlhip of the Adirondacks, in 
whofe Country they fettled, Monjieur ChamplaiJ3, 
the firfl: Governor of Canada, joined the Adirondacks 
in an Expedition againfl: the Five Nations. They 
met a Party of two-hundred Men of the Pive Na
tions in Corlar' s Lake, which the French, on this 
Occafion called by Monjieur Champlain's Name, and 
both Si des went allio re to prepare for Battle, w hi ch 
proved to the Difàdvantage of the Pive Natimts. 
'The French, in lhort. kept themfelves undifcover'd, 
till the Moment they began to join Battle ; and 
their Fire-arms furprifed the Pive Nations fo n1uch, 
that they were immediately put into Confufion; 
for, before that Time, they had never feen 
fuch W eapons; The Trade with the }rencb, foon 
after this, drew moft of the neighbouring Nations 
to S?<!febeck, and they all joined in the W ar againft 
the Pive Nations. 

The Adirondacks having their Numbers thus in
creafed, and their Fire-arms giving them newCon
fidence, propofèd· nothing lefs to themfelves, than 
the intire Deftruétion of the Pive Nations. Upon 

this 
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this, their young W arriors became fierce and info- CH A P.: 

lent, and would not be kept under any Difcipline or I. 
Subjeétion to their Captains ; but, upon ali Occafi- \./V"J 
ons, rafhly attacked the Enemy, who were obliged 
to keep themfelves upon the defenfive; and to make 
up what they wanted in Force, by Stratagems, and 
a fkilful Management of the War. The young 
Men of the Pive Nations foon perceived the Ad-
vantages they gained by this Conduél:, and every 
Day grew more fubmiffive to ~heir Captains, and di-
ligent in executing any Enterprize. 

The Pive Nations fent out fmall Parties only, 
who meeting with great Numbers of the J1diron
dacks, retired before them with feeming Terror. 
while the Adirondacks purfued them with Fury. and 
without Thought, till they were cunningly drawn 
into Ambufcades, where moft of their Men were 
killed or taken Prifoners, with little or no Lofs to 
the Pive Nations. 

The Adirondacks, by this Means, wafl:ed away, 
and their boldeft Soldiers were almoft intirel y de
firoy'd, w hile the N umber of the Five Nations were 
increafed, by the Addition of the Prifoners, which 

· they took from the Satanas. 
The wifeft and befl: Soldiers of the Adirondacks, 

when it was too late, now at length difcovered, that 
they mufl: learn the Art of War from thofe Enemies 
that they at firft defpifed; and now five of their 
Captains en dea vou red to perform by themfel v es 
fingly, with Art and by Stratagem, what they could 
not do by Force at the Head of their Annies; they 
had however· no longer any H8pes of conquering, 
their Thoughts were only fet on Revenge. 

It is not improper to obferve here, once for aH, 
that in wricing the Hifl:ory of Indians, it is often ne
celfary to give an Account of the Enterprizes of 
ftngle Perfons, otherwife the htdian Genius can ne
ver be known, or their Mann er of making \V ar un
derftood. An Indian named Pi(karet was at this 

· Time 
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CH A p. Ti~e one of the Captain~ of greateft .Fame among 

1. the Adirondacks: This bold Man, with four other 
~ Captains, fet out for 'l'rois .. Rivieres in one Canoe, each 

of them being provided with three. Mufquets, w hich 
they loaded with two Bullets apiece, joined with a 
fmall Chain teR Inches long; they met with five 
Canoes in Sorel River, each having ten Men of the 
Pive Nations on Board. Pijkaret and his Captains, 
as foon as thofe of the Pive Nations drew near, pre
tended to give themfelves up for loft, and fung their 
Death Song, * then fuddenly fired upon the Canoes, 
which they repeated with the Arms that lay ready 
loaded, and tore thofe Birch V effels betwixt Wind 
and Water. The Men of the Pive Nations were fo 
furprized, that they tumbled out of their Canoe~, 
a.nd gave Pijkaret and his Corn panions the Opportunity 
of knocking as many of them on the Head as they 
pleafed, -and faving the others, to feed their Re
venge, which they did, by burning them alive with 
the moft cruel Torments. This however was fo far 
from glutting Pijkaret's Revenge, · that it feemed 
rather to give a keener Edge to it ; for he faon after 
undertook another Enterprize, in which none of his 
Countrymen durft accompany him: He was weil ac
quainted with the Country of the Pive Nations, and 
fet out about the Time the Snow began to melt, 
with the Precaution of putting the hinder Part of his 
Snow Shoes forward, that if any 1hould happen 
upon his Footfteps, they might think he was gone 
the contrary Way ; and, for further Security, went 
along the Ridges and high Grounds, where the 
Snow was melted, th at his Track might be often loft; 
w hen he came near one of the Villages of the Firr;e 
Nations, he hid himfe1f till Night, and then entered 
a Cabin, while every Body was faft afleep, mur-

* It isa Cuftom among the lndian Prifoners of War, when 
led to Death, to fing an Account of their own Exploits ; and 
this they are h:::rdy enough to continue even in the midft of Tor
tures. 
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dered the :whole Family, and carried their Scalps in- Ç HA P. 

to his lurking Place. The next day the People of I. 
the Village fearched for the Murderer in vain. The ~~!""' 
following Night he murdered ali he found in another 
Cabin. The Inhabitants next Day fearched like-
wife in vain for the M urderer ; but the third Night 
a W atch was kept in every Hou fe. Pijkaret in the 
Night bundled up the Scalps he h21d taken the twa 
former Nigh ts, to carry, as the Proof of his Viél:ory,. 
and then frole privately from Houfe to Houfe, till 
at laft he found an Indian nodding, who was upon 
the W atch in one of the Houfes ; he knockt this 
Man on the Head; but as this alarmed the reit, he 
was forced immediately to fly. He was however 
under no great Concern from the Purfuit, being 
more {wift ofFootthan any Indian then living. He let 
his Purfuers corne near him from Time to Time, and 
then would dart from them. This hé did with· De
fign to tire them out with the Hopes of overtaking 
Him. As it began to grow clark, he hid himfelf, 
and his Purfuers ftop'd to reft. They not being appre
henfive of any Danger from a fingle Man, foon feil 
afleep, and the bold Pijkaret ob rerving this, knock'd 
them ail on the liead, and carried away thèir Scalps 
with the refl:. Such Stories as thefe are told among 
the Indians, as extraordinary Inflances of the Cou
rage and Conduét of their Captains. The Indians 
will often travel thus three or four Hundred· Miles 
fingly, or two or three in Company, and lurk about 
their Enemy's Borders for feveral W eeks, in Hopes 
to revenge the Death of a near Relation or dear 
Friend. lndeed they give themfelves fo very much 
up to Revenge, that this Paillon feems to gnaw 
their Souls, and gives them no Reft till they fatisfy 
it. it is this Delight in Revenge, that makes all 
barbarous , Nations cruel ; and the curbing fuch 
Paillons 1s one of the _happy Eifeéts of being ci
vilized. 

The 
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CH A P. The Five Nations are fo much delighted with 

I. Stratagems in W ar, that no Superiority of their 
'-'"" • Forces ever make them neglett them. They amufed 

the Adirondacks and their Allies the ~atoghies ( call
ed by the French Hurons) by fending to the French, 
and deftring Peace. The French defired them to 
receive forne Priefis among them, in Hopes that 
thofe prudent Fathers would, by forne .A:rt, recon
cile them to their Interefl:, and engage their Affeél:i
ons. The Five Nations readily accepted the Offer, 
and forne 'Jefuits went along with them : But after 
they had the Jefuits in their Power, they ufed them 
only as Hofl:ages, and thereby obliged the French 
to ftand neuter, w hile they pre pa red to attack the 
Adirondacks and Si)_uatoghies, and they defeated the 
§(uatoghies in a dreadful Battle fought within two 

~ Leagues of ~ebeck. 
The French own, That if the Pive Nations had 

known their W eaknefs at that Time, they might 
have eafi] y defiroyed the w ho1e Colon y. 

This Defeat, in Sight of the French Settlements, 
firuck Terror into ali their Allies, who were at that 
Time very numerous, becaufe of the Trade with the 
French, which furnifhed them with many the mofl: 
ufeful Conveniencies ; for before that Time the 
Indians had no Iron Tool an1ong them. 

The Nipeceriniens, who th en li ved on the Banks 
of St. Laurence River, fied upon this to the North· 
ward, believing that the extreme Coldne(~ of the 
Climate, and a barren Soi], would be the fecurefl: 
Defence againll: the Ambition of the Pive Nations. 
The Retnainder of the f2.!jatcghies fied with the 
Utawawas Southwefl:waïd ; and for the greater Secu
rity, fettled in an Ifland, which being further than 
the Name of the Five l.fations had then reached, 
they trufted to the Diflance of the Place, and the 
Advantage of its S~tuation. 

Their Jaft Expedition having fucceeded fo welJ, 
the Pive Nations gave out, that they intended next 

Win ter 
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Winter to vifit ronnendio, (the Name they give toc HA P. 

the Gover11or of Canada;) thefe Vifits are al ways I. 
made with mu ch Shew. U nder this Pretence they ~ 
gathered together 1 ooo or r 2 oo Men. Their out 
Scouts met wiJ:h Pijkaret near Nic colet River, and 
fiill pretending a friendly Vifit to the Governor of 
Canada, as their only Defign, he to1d them, that 
the Adirondacks were divided into two Bodies, one of 
which hunted on the North Side of St. Laurence Ri-
ver 4t Wabmake, three Leagues above tf'rois Rivieres, 
and the other at Nicolet. As faon as they had gained 
this Information, they killed him, and returned with 
his Head to the Army. The Pive Nations divided 
likewife into two Bodies ; they furprized the /ldiron-
dacks in both Places, and in both eut them in pieces. 

Thus the moft warlike and polite Nation of aU 
the Jndians in North America, was almofl: intirely de
ftroyed by a People they at firfl: defpifed, and by a 
W ar w hich their Pride and lnjufiice brought upon 
them; and we here fee, that ali the Advantages of 
Numbers, Courage and Weapons, is not equal to 
good difcipline in an Army. 

A very few Adiro1zdacks only now remain in forne 
Villages near !f<.!.œbeck, who fl:ill wafl:e away and 
decay, by their drinking !hong Waters, tho' whea 
the French firfl: fettled at ~ebeck, I5oofighting Men 
of them lived between that Place and Sillerie, which 
are only a League difl:ant, befides thofe that lived at 
Saquenay, CJ:rois Rivieres, and forne other Places. 
And fince this decifive Battle, the Adironclacks have 
never been confidered as of any Confequence, either 
in Peace or War. 

The f2!!atoghies and Atawawas now foon began 
to be in Want of the European Commodities, which 
had made them confiderable among their new 
Friends. ln order therefore to fupply themfelves 
anew, they: returned to Trade at fl2!_-tebeck; and by 
this Means the Place of their Retreat was difcovered 
to the fi~'t Nations; and they not having their Re-

venge 
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CH A P. venge fati~ted, while the !?2.!,tatogbies had a Being, 

I. foon convinced them, that no Extent of Country 
_\...o-.r ' could fet bounds to that Paillon, when it rages in die 

Hearts of the Pive Nations, for they foon after at
tack'd them in their new Settlement. The ~ua
toghies had the good Fortune to difcover the Pive 
Nations Time enough to make their EfCape, and fied 
to the Putewatemies, who lived a Day's Journey 
further, where they, and ali the Neighbouring Na
tions, fecured themfelves in a large Fort. The Pive 
Nations followed, but, being in W ant of Provifion, 
they could not attempt. a Siege, and therefore pro
pofed a Treaty with the Putewatemies, which was 
accepted. The Putewatemies acknowledged the Pive 
Nations as Mafters of ali the Na ti ons round them, 
applauded their V al our, and promifed them their 
Friendlhip, and to fupply them with Provifions; 
they would not however trufl: themfel v es out of their 
Fort, but· fent out a Supply; and even this they 
did, only withDefign to do that by Treachery, which 
they durfl: not attempt by Force; for the Provi: 
fions were poifoned. The Treachery was dikovered 
however to the Pive Nations, by an old ~atoghie, 
who had a Son Prifoner among them ; his Affettion 
for his Son overcoming even his Hatred to his Coun
try's Enemies. This Treachery highl y enraged the 
:Pive Nations againfl: the Putewatemies, and the 
neighbouring People; but Famine obliging them to 
retire at this Time, they divided their Armies into 
Parties, the better to provide for their Subfiftence, 
by I-Junting; one of thefe Parties in their Chace fell 
jn with a Village of the Chicktaghicks ( called by the 
French Hinois) and furprized the oJd Men, W omen 
and Children, when the young Men were abroad 
hunting ; but the young Men, upon their Return, 
gatheri~g together all ~~e refl:. of the Villages, pur
fued th1s Party of the.ftve Nattons, and recovered the 
frifoners. 

This 
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This was the firfl: Time that the Five Nations had Ca A p.· 

· been feen in thofe Parts, but their Name was become I. 
fo terrible, that the Chigtaghcicks, notwithfl:anding ~ 
this Ad van tage, left their Country, and fied to the 
Nations that lived wefl:ward, till the General Peace 
was fettled by the French, and not till on that Oc-
cafion returned to their own Country. 

CH A P. II. 

'[he Wars and 'freaties of Peace of the lndians of 
the Five Nations with the French, from 1665 to 
r683, and their Affilirs witb New-York in that 
'rime. 

I N June 1 66 5 Monjieur De 'I*raji appointed Vice
Roy of America by the French King, arrived at 

!!(gebeck, after he bad viftted the French ljlands in the 
Weft Indies, and brought with him four Companies 
of Foot ; and in September of the fame Year, Mr. 
Courfel arrived Governor General of Canada ; he 
brought with him a Regiment and feveral F amilies, 
with ail Things neceffary for efl:ablifuing of a Colon y. 
Their Force being now tnus confiderably augment
cd, the Frencb Governor refolved to chafl:ife the 
Infolence of the Pive Nations; and for that Purpofe, 
in the Winter, fent out a Party againfl: the Mohawks, 
but thefe by the Cold, and their not knowing the 
Ufe of Snow Shoes, fuffered very much, without 
doing any Thing againfl: the En emy~ 

This Party however fell in with * Skeneélady, a 
fmall Town which Corlear (a confiderable Man 
among the Dutch) had then newly fettled. When 
they appeared near Shenetiad)', they were almoft dead 
with Cold and Hunger; and the lndians, who were 

*The Frmch ca1l this Town Corlear, from the Perfons Name 
who firft ft:ttled thcre. It is iituate on -~he Mohawlu River 
[lxceen Miles from Albt~n}'· 

T 
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CH A P. th en in th at Village, had inti rely deftroyed then1, if 

II. Cor le ar ,(inCompaffion to his fellow Chrifl:ians )had not 
~ contriv'd their Efcape. ;He had a mighty Influence 

over the Indians; and it is from him, and in Re
membrance of his Merit, th at ali Governors of J.Vew
York are called Corlear by the lndians to this Day, 
tho' he himfelf was never Governor. He perfuaded 
the Indians, that this was a fmall Party of the French 
Army come to amufe them, that the great Body was 
gone direttly towards their · Cafl:les, and that it was 
necelfary for them immediate1y togo in Defence of 
their Wives and Children. This they believed, and 
readily obeyed ; anà as foon as the lndians were 
gone, he fent to the French, and fupplied them 
with Provifions and other N eceffaries to carry them 
back. The French Governor, in Order to re ward 
fo fignal a Service, invited Corlear to Canada ; but 
as he went through the great Lake, w hich lies to the 
Northward of Albany, his Canoe was overfet, and he 
was drowned ; and from this Accident that Lake has 
ever fince been called Corlear's Lake, by the People 
of New-York. There is a Rock in this Lake, on 
w hich the Wavea dafu and fly up to a great Height; 
when the Wind blows hard, the lndians believe, 
that an old lndian lives und er this Rock, who has the 
Power of the Vvinds; and therefore, as they pafs it 
in the.ir Voyages over, they al ways throw a Pipe, or 
forne other fmall Prcfent to this old hzdian, and pray 
a favourabJe "-' ... ind. The Engli/h that pafs with 
them fometimes Jaugh at them, but they are fure to 
be to1d of Ccrliar's Death. Y our great Country
man Corlear (fay they) as he palfed by this Rock, 
jefied at our Fathers m~king Prefents to this Old 
Indicm, and in Derifion turned up his Backtide, but 
this Affront cofi him his Lite. 

In the foilowing Spring the 1/ice-Roy and the Go
vernor of Canada, with twenty eight Companies of 
Foot, and all the Militia of the Colony, marched 
into the Country of the lviobawks, with a Defign ta 
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Part 1. FIVE lNDIAN NA~IONS, &c. 33 
deftroy this Nation, which by their Wars not only CH A p: 
prevented their Commerce with the weftern Indians, II. 
but likewife often put their Colon y ia Danger. It ~ 
certainly was a bold Attempt, to march above 700 

Miles from 2<!,,{ebeck through vaft unknown Forefl:s. 
The Mohawks however, on the ir Awroach, Men, 
W omen, and Childrcn, retired into the Woods, and 
all that the French were able to do, was to burn forne 
Villages, and to murder forne old Sachems that (like 
the old Roman Senators,) chofe rather to dye than to 
defert thcir Houfes. 

The French were fo conceited before, of their 
Superiority over the Indians in the ir Skill of W ar, 
and their Weapons, that they thought they could 
not efcape, but the little Honour or Ad vanta ge they 
got by this Expedition ldfened their V anity, and 
made them defirous of Peace ; and the Pive Nations 
remaining fearful of the French fire Arms., it was with
out much Difficulty concluded in the Y ear I 667. 

The Pive Nations however being naturally very 
enterprizing and haughty, one of their Parties forne 
Time after met with fon1e French in their hunt
ing, and quarrelled with them. The Jndians had 
the Advantage, they killed feveral of the French, 
and éarried one Prifoner into their own Country. 
Mon}ieur de Courfel fent on this to threaten the Pive 
Natimts with vVar, if they did not deliver up thefe 
Murderers; and the Pive Nations, to ihew their pub
Eck Difpleafure at this Breach of Peace, fent 
Agariata, the Captain of the Company that did the 
Mifchief, with forty others, to beg Pardon ; but 
Monjieur Courfel was refolved to make an Exampl~ 
of Agariata, and ordered him to be hanged in 
Sight of his Countrymen; and the French think that 
this Severity was a great Means of preferving the 
I'eace till the Year 168 3· 

1'he Dut ch, who fettled in the New Netherla;zds, now 
called New-York, in .1 6o9, entered into an Alliance 
with the Five Nations, which continued without any 

D Breach 
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CH A p. Breach on either Side, till the Englifh gained this 

II. Country. The Dut ch gained the Hearts of the Five 
~Nations by their kind Ufage, and were frequently 

ufeful to the French, in faving thofe of them that 
were prifoners from the Cruelty of the Indians. 

In 1664, New-Yo,rk being taken by the Englijh, 
they likewife immediately entered into a Friendfhip 
with the Pive Nations, which has continued without 
the leaft Breach to this Day; and Hifi:ory, I believe, 
cannet give an Infhmce of the mofl: Chriftian or moft 
Catholick Kings obferving a Treaty fo flritl:ly, and 
for fo long a Ti me as the fe Barbaria ns, as they are 
called, have clone. 

The Englifh and French (Peace being every where 
fettled) now endeavoured to extend their Commerce 
and Alliances among the lndian Nations, that live to 
the weftward of New-York. The French however, 
in their Meafures, difcovered ahvays a Defign of 
conquering and commanding; for with this View 
Mr. de Frontenac, who had fucceeded in the Go
vernment of Canada, in the Ye:1r 1672, perfuaded 
the Pive l\7ations to allow him to i:mild a Fort on the 
north Side of Cadm·ackui Lake, under Pretence of a 
Store for Mercbcmdife, and the Security of his 
Traders, and under the fame Pretence built feve
ral other Forts at fon1e other confiderable Places far 
in the Country. 

The Englifh and Dutcb; on the contrary, profecuted 
their Meafures only with the Arts of Peace, by fend
ing People among the Indians to gain their Affeél:i
ons, and to perfuade them to come to Albany to 
trade ; but the War with the Dutch, which happen
ed about this Time, prevented even thefe honeft 
Defigns from having the Succefs they otherwife 
might have had ; for in the 1.,. ear I 67 3, New-York 
being furprifed by the Duto.\ and reftored the next 
:Y ear to the Enc..~lijh, the Alterations of Govern
ment, and of MaH:crs, obHruéted very much any 
Meafures that could have been taken for the publick 

Good. 
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Good. Their Trade was likewife ·-onfiderably hin- CH A P. 

dered by the vVar which the Pive Nations had at II. 
that Time with the* River lndians, which forced ~ 
many of thofe Indians to feek Shelter among the 
Utawawas, who feil under the French Govermnent 
at lafi: ; however, the Englzjh, Dutch and Fr··nch 
having all made Peace in Europe, and the Govern-
ment of New-Yor.~ likewife having obtained a Peace 
between the Fi-ve Nations and Mahikindars or River 
Indians, both the Englifh and French were at full Li-
berty to profecute their Defigns of extending their 
Commerce among the Iudians, which both did with 
very confiderable Succefs and .Advantag to the In
habitants of their refpeél:ive Colonies. 

But this J ufl:ice mufl: be clone to the French, that 
they far exceeded the Eugtijh in the daring Attempts 
of forne of their Inhabitants, in travelling very far 
among unknown Indians, difcovering new Countries, 
and every wh~~e fpreading the Fame of the French 
Name and Grandeur. The Sieur Perot travelled 
in the Year 1 667 as far as the Fall St. Mary beyond 
Mijjitimakinak, and having learned thofe Indimzs 
Language, gained them over to his Country's Intereft. 

The Courage and Refolution of many of thefe 
Ad venturers are defervedly recorded by the French ; 
but the Englijh give it another Turn, and fay it is 
the Barrennefs and Poverty of Canada that pufhes 
the Men of Spirit there, upon Enterprizes, that they 
would not have attempted, if they had Iived in the 
Province of New-York. The chief Reafon, in my Opi
nion, however, of the French having fo far fucceeded 
beyond the Englifh is, that the lndimt Affairs are the 
particular Care of the Governor and other principal 
Officers in Canada, who have the greatefr Know
ledge and Authority; whereas thofe Affairs in New
rork are chiefly left to the Management of a few 

• The lndians living on the Branches of Hudfin's River, 
within or near the Eng/ifh Settlements at that Time. 
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Traders with the Indians, who have no Care for, or 
Skill in publick Affairs, and onfy mind their private 
Intereft. 

C HA P. III. 

Of the 'I'ranJaélions of the Indians of the Five 
Nations 1.oith the neighbouring Eng1iih Colonies. 

CH A p. THE Five Nations being now am ply fup-
III. p1ied by the Englijh with Fire-Arms and 
~ Ammunition, give full Swing to their warlike 

Genius, and faon refolved to revenge the Af
fronts they had at any Time receivèd from the 
Indian Nations that 1ived at a greater Di!l:ance 
from them. The nearefl: Nations, as they were 
attack'd, commonly fied to thofe that were further 
otF, and the Five Nations purfued them. This, to
gether with a Defire they had of conquering, or 
Ambition of making ali the Nations round them 
their Tributaries, or to acknowl\::dge the }zve Nati
ons to be fo far their Ma!l:ers, as to be abfolutely 
direél:ed by them in ail Affairs of Peace and War 
with their Neighbonrs, made them overrun great 
Part of North-America. They carried their Arms 
as far South as Carolina, to the Northward of 
Ne<W-England, and as f.1r vV dl: as the River Mijfzj}îpi, 
over a vafl: Country, w hi ch ex tends twelve hundred 
Miles in Length, from North to South, and about fix 
hundred Miles in breadth; where they intirelydeftroy
ed many Nations, of whom there are now noAccounts 
remaining among the Englifo. 

Thefe warlike Expeditions often proved trouble
forne to tlie Colonies of Vt'rginia and Mar)'land; 
for not only the lndicms that were Friends to thofe 
Colonies became Viétims to the Fury of the Pive 
Nations, but the Chrifl:ian Inhabitants likewife were 
frequently involved in the fame Calamity. 

The 
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The French having a long Time felt the lncon- CH A P. 

veniencies and Dangers they were in from this reft- III. 
lefs warlike Spirit of the Pive Nations, made ufe of "-"\!""'V 
this Time of Peace to guard againft it for the fu-
ture, and were very diligent in purfuing the moft 
prudent Meafures. They fent forne. of their wifefl: 
Priefts and J efuits to refidc among them, and the 
Governors of New-York were ordered, by the Duke 
of Tor.~, to give thefe Priefts ail the Incouragement 
in their Power. The chief View of the fe Priefi:s 
was, to give the Indians the highefl: Opinion of the 
French Power and Wifdom, and to render the Eng
li(h as fufpeéted Hnd as mean as poffible in their 
Eyes. They waited likewifè for every Opportunity 
to breed a OEarrel between the Englifh and the ln
dians, and to withdraw the Pive Nations from fight
ing with thofe Nations that traded to Canada. For 
thefe Purpofes thefe Priefts were infl:rumental in 
turning the Refentment of the Pive Nations againfl: 
the lndians, that were in Friendlhip with Virginia 
and Maryland. The Governor of Maryland, on the 
other Hand, to prevent the ill Confequences, that 
n1ight happen by Wars between Nations that were 
in Friendiliip with the E1zglijh, and lived in their 
Neighbourhood, fent Colonel Courfe)', in the Year 
1677, to Albany, to increafe the Friendiliip between 
Virginia and Maryland on the one Part, and the Pive 
}Vat ions on the ether ; and, accordingly, both Sides 
gave mutual Promifes at Albany: But this good Un
derftanding was foon lhaken by forne P.uties of the 
Oneydoes, Onondagos, and Smek~u, who were out 
w hen this Treaty was made, and were ignorant of 
it. One of them met with the Sztfkuehana Indians, 
who were in Friendfhip with Mar)'lan .l, and feil 
upon them ; they killed four of the S!ifguehanas, 
and took fix Prifoners. Fi ve of the fe Prifoners feil 
to .the S.hare c:f the Smrkas, who, as foon as they 
arnved 111 thea· own Country, fent them back with 
Prefents~ to lhew that they kept their Promifes with 

D 3 !'vlar_y!and ; 
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CH A P. Maryland ; but the Oneydoes detained the Prifoner 

III. they had. 

-~ Another Party, th at went againfl: the CanageJJe lndi-
ans (F riends of Virginia) were furprifed by a Troop 
of"Horfe, who killed one Man, and took a Woman 
Prifoner: The Indians, in Revenge, killed four of 
the I nhabitants, and carried away their Scalps, with 
fix Chriftian Prifoners. 

The Mohawks, ali this while, kept fl:riél:Iy to 
their W ords, and fuffered none of their Men to go 
towards f/irginia and Maryland. 

There is Reafon to think that the Dutch, who 
Iived about Albany at that Time, fpirited up the In
dians againfl: the Englijh ; the national Differences, 
that were then recent, bred a Rancour in their Spi
rits. Sorne Dutchmen perfuaded the Oneydoes, that 
the Englifh at New-rork were refolved to deftroy 
them, and put them into a terrible Difturbance ; for 
here the Dutch and the Fre;zch Priefts joined in the 
fame Meafures. The Commandant at Albany hear
ing of this, fent two Interpreters of the Indian Lan
guage, to perfuade the Oneydoes to come to Alba
ny, in Order to be affi.1red of the Englijh Friend
fhip, and to have their J ealoufy removed ; w hi ch 
being clone, S'lverife, one of the chief Sachems of 
the Oneydoes, excufed his Countrymen at Albany the 
fifteenth of February 1 67~, by laying the BJarne on 
the People of Scheneélady, who bad informed not 
one, but feveral of their People, and at feveral 
Times, that the Englijh defigned to eut them ail 
pff; and faid, had they not Reafon to beiieve the Peo
ple of Schenettady, who are Friends and Neighbours 
to the Englijh ? They brought with them a Chrifl:i
an \V oman and her Chiid, that had been taken Pri
foncrs, and reftored them, praying the Governor to 
ufe bis Intereit to have their People reftored, that 
J1ad been taken by the People of Vù-ginia; but they 
kept anotht>r Chrifl:ian Woman and · her two Chil
qr~t~, which they faiq ttiey did only till fuch 

· ' Time 
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Time as their Prifoners fhould be re(l:ored, or CH A P. 

forne Canajloga Indians given in their Place. III. 

When the Fh•e Natir;ns make Peace with another ~ 

Nation, that has taken forne of the Fh·e l\7ations 

Prifoners, if thefe Prifoners be dead, or cannat be 

reftored, they ufually demand forne Indians, in 

Friendlhip with the Pive Nations, in their ftead ; 

who either are adopted in Place of their dead 

Friends, or refl:ored to their own Nation; and forne-

times they defire {orne of their Enemies to be given 

to them, and even thofe frequently are adopted by 

a Father in Place of a Son, or by a Sifl:er in Place 

of a Brother, and, moft frequently, by a Wife in 

Place of a I-:Iufband loft in the Wars ; but if they 

chance not to be agreeable to the Relations, then 

they are certain1y made Sacrifices to their Re-

venge. 
Governor Androfs, being acquainted by Letter 

with this lafl: Propofal of the One_ydoes, required the 

immediate Delivery of the Chriftian Prifoners, and 

promifed to write to Pirginia to have the lndian 

Prifoners fav'd. Sorne Prefents being given to the 

Oneydoes, and they promifed to bring them in a 

Month's Time. 
They, at the fame Time, informed the Cm 1 • 

mandant at Alban)', that eight of their I\len were 

then out againft the People of Virginia ; that they 

knew nothing of w hat was now promifed; and the re

fore, in Cafe they fhould do any I-larm, they dc

fired that it might not be t:1ken as a Breach of their 

Promifes they now made. They promifed likewife 

to inform the Governor of every T'hing thcfe Par

ties fhou'd happen to do. In the lail Place they 

faid, we fhall be very forry if any Thing fuould 

happen to the Prifoners th~t we have promifed to 

refl:ore, le fi: it !bauld creatc forne J ealoufies of u~, 

we hope that yon will confider that they are mor

ta 1. Accordingly, in A1(~1' fîllowing-, the One)•doe.r 

brought the o~hcr threc Prifoners to ./l!bml)', ard, 
D :~. on 



'The HisToRY of the 
CH A P. on the Twenty-fourth of that Mon th, Swerije, 

III. when he delivered them to the Commandant at ./il
~ bali)', and the Commiffioners for lndian Affairs, faid, 

" Brethren, 
" W e are come to this Place with much Trouble, 

" as we did la ft Win ter, and re new the Requeft 
" we then made, that fix lndians be delivered to 
" us in the Room of thefe fix Chriftians, in Cafe 
'' our People, who are Prifoners, be dead. 
" None of us have gone out againft the Chrifl:i
" ans fince we were laft here ; but we to1d you 
'' th en that forne were th en out, who knew nothing 
'' of the Governor's Orders, and we defired, that 
" if any Thing happened it m1ght not be taken 
~' ill. Now thirteen of our People, who went out 
'' againft our lndian Enemies, met eighteen Men on 
'' Horfeback, as far from any of the Englifh Plan
" tations as Cahnuaga is from Albany, they fired 
" upon our People ; our Men, being Soldiers, re
" turned their Fire, and killed two Men and two 
'' Horfes, and brought away their Scalps. 

" It would be convenient that the Governor 
" tell the People of Virginia, not to fend their Men 
" fo far from Home ; for if they fhculd meet our 
" Parties in th•eir \Vay againft our Enemies, the 
'' Cahno-:.L·as, whom the Englifh cali Arogifti, we can
" not anfwer for the Confequences. 

" W e have now obferved the Governor's Orders, 
" in bringing the three other Chriftia,n Prifoners ; 
" and we truft the Affair of our Prifoners wholly 
'' to the Governor. 

" We have 11ow performed our Promifes : But 
'' w he re are our Prifoners ; or, if they be dead, 
'' the others in their Room, now when it is fo 1ate 
'' in the Spring ? However, we will fti11 truft this 
'' to the Governor." 

Then delivering the Prifoners one by one, faid, 
u -re .pave, wç fay, now performed our Promifes, 

" anq 
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" and are not afhamed. We hope Corlaer, who CH A p. 

" governs the whole Country, willlikewife do that, III. 
" of which he need not be ailiamed. ~ 

" Cor laer governs the who le Land, from New
" York to Albany, and from thence to the Sene
" kas Land; we, who are his Inferiors, ihall faith
,, fully keep the Chain : Let him perform his Pro
" mife, as we have ours, that the Chain be not 
" broken on his Side, who governs the whole Coun-
" try." 

Th en the Commiffioners gave them Prefents for 
their kind Ufage of the Prifonc:rs. 

Afterwhich Swerife ftood up again and faid ; '' Let 
'' Cor laer take Ca re, that the Indimt W oman, that 
" is wanting, be refl:ored, and, for thofe that are 
" killed, others in their Room. If Corlaer will not 
" give Ear to us in this .Affair, we wi11 not hereaf
'' ter give Ear to him in any Thing." 

Hearing afterwards, that thefe lafl: W ords were ill 
taken, Swerife, with two more of the chief Oncydoe 
Sachems, excufed it, faying ; '' Vlhat we faid, of 
'' not hearkening any more to Corlaer, did not pro
" ceed from the Heart, but was fpoken by Way of 
" Argument, to make Corlaer more careful to re ... 
" leafe our People that are Prifoners ; and you may 
" be coevinced it was fo, when you confider that it 
" was faid after your .l\nfwer, and without laying 
" do\vn either Bever, or any Belt or Vvampum, as 
" we always do, \vhen we make Propofitions *; 
" therefore we defire, that, if it be noted, it may 
" be blotted out, and not made known to Cor laer, 
" for we hold firmly to our Covenant, as we faid in 
" our Propofitions.'' 

* The '\Vord Propofit:on has been always ufed by the Com
miilioners for lndimt AfEtirs at All,an)', to fignify Propofals or Ar
ticles in tht! Treatics 01· Agreements made with the lndians. 

They, 
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CH A P. They, at the fame Time, to]d them,That theSino;;

lii. dowans * came to them with eight Belts, defiring 
~ them no longer to profecute the vVa: with the 1/ir

ginia Indians, but to go to W ar agamfl: the Dewa
ganas t, a Nation lying to the North-weftwarà ; 
and that the Sennekas did defire them to fet thefe 
Chriftians at Liberty, and to carry them to Alba
ny; ali which we promifed to do. 

The Pive Nat ions continuing however fE11 to be trou
blefome to 1/irginia, that Government, in September 
following, fent Colonel William Kendall, and Colo
nel Southley Littleton, to Albany, to renew and con
:firn1 the Friendihip between Virginia and the Five 
Nations. Colonel Littlctcn died at Albany, before 
the Indians arrived ; and Colonel Kendall fpoke firft to 
the Onc)'does, and told them in a fet Speech, " That 
4

' their People had taken away and deftroyed their 
'' Goods and People, and brought forne of the Wo
" men and Children of Virginia Captives into their 
" Caftles, contrary to that Faith and Promife, and 
" in Breach of the Peace made with Colonel Cour
" fey, without any the leaft Provocation, or Injury 
'r; do ne, by the People of 1/irginia. However, 
" through the great Refpeél: Virginia has to their 
" Nations, and by the Perfuafions of the Governor 
" of N ew-York, and the Information he has given 
" the Government of Vùgùzia, that they had qui
" etly atJd peaceably delivered to him the Prifoners 
" ta ken from Virginia, who were returned fafel y ; 
" and their excufing the fame, and Inclination to 
" live peaceably, without injuring Virginia for the 
" future ; the Government of Virginia diù forgive 
" ali the Damages the Pive Nations have clone to 
" the People of f/i;ginia, though very great ; pro .. 
" vided that they, or an y living among them, for 

* A Cn!Ue of the Semukas, from whence the Frmch call the 
Se•mekaJ TomJ?touan. 

t Comprchended undcr the general Name of Utarzua7.vas. 

" the 
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" the future, do not offend, or moleft the Peo- CH A P. 
" ple of Virginia, or Indians living among them." III. 

He fpoke to the Mohawks and Senne kas, fe pa- '--V-J 
ratel y from the Oneydoes, becaufe they had not clone 
any Mifchief,and promifed them kind and neighbourly 
Ufage when they came to Virginia, and gave them 
Prefents ; they returned the Compliment, with an 

, Affurat?ce of their Friendfuip, and condoled Colonel 
Littleton's Dea th, after the Indian Mann er, by a 
Prefent of a Belt of black Wampum, befides the 
Belt given, on renewal of the Friendfhip. 

The Onnondagas did not come till November; on 
the fifth of which Month the Virginia Agent fpoke 
to them, in the fame W ords he did to the Oneydoes. 
It does not appear, by the Regifter of Indian Af
fairs, what Anfwer the Oneydoes and Onnondagas 

· made, but it is certain they did not obferve Friend
!hip with Virgùtia, but molefl:ed them with reite
rated Incurfions of their Parties. It is obfervable, 
however, that thefe two Nations, and the Cayugas, 
only had French Prieits among them at that Time. 
and that none of the reft ever tnolefl:ed the Englijh ; 
for which Reafon, Colonel Dongan, notwithftanding 
the Orders he had received from his Mafter, and 
that he himfelf was a Papifl:, complained of the ill 
Offices thefe Priefl:s did to the Englijh Intereft, and 
forbid the Pive Nations to entertain any of them · 
though the Englijh and Fre11ch Crowns, while he 
was Governor of N t:w-York, feemed to be more 
than ever in fi riét Friendfbip. 

The FhÎ:ch bad no Hopes of perfuading the Fî·ve 
Nations to br~8.k with New-York direétly, but they 
were in I-Iopes, that, by the Indian Parties doing 
frequent Mifchief in Virginia, the Government ot 
New-York would be forced to join, in refenting the 
Injury, and thereby that Union. between the Go
vcrnment of J Te·w-1rork and the R've Nations, would 
be broke, wbich alwavs obftruéted, and often de
f~ated, the Defign thé Frmcb had~ of fubjeéting aH 

ry lVortb 
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CH A P. 'P/orth America to the Crown of France. For this 

nr. Reafon, the Governors of New-York have always, 
.~ with the greateft Caution, avoided a Breach with 

thefe Nations, on Account of the little Differences 
they had with the neighbouring Colonies. Thefe 
new Incurfions of thefe two Nations were fo trou
blefome to the People of Virginia, that their Gaver
nor, the Lord Howard of E.ffingbam, thought it ne
ceffary, for their Security, to undertake a Journey 
to New-1'0rk . 

I fhal1 give a particular Account of this Affair, 
which was thought of fuch Confequence, that a 
Peer of England Ieft his Government, and travelled 
four-hundred Miles, to treat with the Pive Nations; 
and fhall take this Opportunity of defcribing forne 
Ceremonies they uf~, in making Peace. 

The Sachems of the Pive Nations being called to 
Alban)', eight Mohawks, three Onrtydoes, three Ûll
nondagas, and three Ca)'Uga Sachems, met his Lord-

,fuip there ; and, on the thirteenth of July, 1 684, 
he, accompanied by two of the Council of Virginia, 
fpoke to the Sachems as follows, in the Prefence of 
Colonel Thomas Dongan, Governor of New-York, and 
the Magifl:rates of Albany. The Senekas being far 
off, ·were not then arrived. 

Ptopofals JJzade by the Right Honourable Francis 
Lord Hovvard of Effingham, Governor-gene
raJ of his lvfajejly's Dominion of Virginia. 

rro 
'Ihe Mchawks, Oneydoes, Onnondagas, andCayugas. 

" I T is now a bout fe ven Years, faid he, fin ce yon 
" (unprovokcJ) came 1nto Virginia,a Country be
" longing to the gr at King of Enyland, and corn
" mitted feveral Mu,rders and Rohberies, canying 
" away our Chriftian Women and Children Prifo
,, ners into your Cafl:Ls. Ail which Injuries we 

~' defigned 
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" defigned to have revenged on you, but at the CH A P. 

'' Delire of Sir Edmond Androfs, then Govern01·· Ill. 

'' general of this Country, we defifted from de-~
" fl:roying you, and fent our Agents, Colonell17il-
" liam Kendal, and Colonel Southley Littleton, to 
'' confirm and make fu re the Peace, th at Colonel 
" Courfly of Maryland included us in, when he firft 
" treated with you. We find, that as you quickly 
" forgot what you promifèd Colonel CourfeJ, fo you 
" have wilfully broke the Covenant-chain which 
" you promifed our Agent, Colonel Kendal, lhould 
'' be kept more fl:rong and bright, if we of Pir-
" ginia would bury, in the Pit of Oblivion, the 
'' Injury then clone us; w hich, upon Governor An-
" drofs's Interceffion, and your Submiffion, we 
" were willing to forget : But you not at ail mind-
" ing the Covenant then made, have every Year 
'' fince, come into our: Country in a war-like Man-
'' ner, uHder Pretence of fighting with our Indi-
" ans, our Friends and Neighbours, which y 
'' ought not to have clone, our Agent having indu
" ded them likewife in the Peace. 1: ... ou not oni.y 
" defl:royed, and took feveral of them Prifoners, 
" but you have alfa killed and burnt our Chriftian 
" People, defl:roying Corn and Tobacco, more tgan 
" you made Ufe of, killed our I-Iorfes, Hogs, and 
" Cattle ; not to eat, but to let them lie in the 
'' Woods and ~ink: This you did, when you were 
" not denied any Thing you faid you wantcd: 

" I muft alfo tell you, that, under the Pretence 
" of Friendfhip, you have come to Houfes at the 
'' Heads of our Rivers (when they have been for
" ti fied) with a white Sheet on a Pole, and have 
'' laid dawn your Guns before the Fort ; npon 
'' which, our People taking you for Friends, ha-v·e 

~ " admitted your great l\1en into their Forts, and 
'' have given them Meat and Drink, what thev de
'' fired. After the great Men bad refrefhcd them. 
" felves, and defiring to return, as they were let out 

'' of 



:the HisToRY of the 
CH A P." of the Fort-gates, the young Men commonly rufhed 

III. " into the Fort, and plundered the I-Ioufes, taking 
.'--v--J " away, and deftroying ali the Corn, Tobacco, and 

'' Bedding, and what elfe was in the Houfes. \Vhen 
" they went away, they generally alfo took feveral 
" Sheep with them, and killed feveral Cows big with 
" Calf, and left them behind them ctlt to Pieces, and 
" flung about, as if it were in Defiance of us, and in 
'' Derifion of our F riendfhip. Thefe, and many 
" more Injuries that yeu have clone us, have caufed 
" me to raife Forces, to fend to the Heads of our 
" Rivers, to defend our People from thefe Out
'' rages, till 1 came to New-York, to Colonel Thomas 
" Dongan, your Governor-general, to defire him, 
" as we are all one King's Subjeéts, to ailift me in 
'· warring againfl: you, to revenge the Chrifl:ian 
'' Blood that you have fhed, and to make you 
" give full Satisfaétion for ail the Goods that you 
'' have deftroyed : But by the Mediation of your 
_., Governor, I am now come to .c1!bmry to fpeak 
" with you, and to know the Reafon of your break
,, ing the Covenant-chain, not only with us and 
" our neighbour Indians, but with Mar)'land, who 
" are great King Charles' s Subjetès ; for our lndians 
'' have given King Charles their Land; therefore I, 
" the Governor of Virginia, will proteél: them, as 
" your Governor, under the great Duke of York and 
'' Albany, will henceforth you, when the Chain of 
" Friendfuip is made between us all. 

" Now I have let you know, that I am fenlible 
" of ail the Injuries you have done us, and by the 
" Defire of your Governor-general, I am willing 
" to make a new Chain with you for J7ù-ginia, Ma
" ryland, and our Indians, that may be more ftrona 
" and lafl:ing, even to the W ord's End ; fo that w~ 
" may be Brethren, and great King Charles's Chil
" dren. 

'' I pro-
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" I propofe to you, firfl, 1'hat you cali out ofC HA P.' 

'' our Countries of Virginia and Maryland, all yot r IlL 
" young Men or Soldiers that are now there. '--v--J. 

" Secondb•, That you do not hinder or tnolefl: our 
'ê, " friendly Indians from hunting in our Mountains, 1t 

" having been their Country, and none of y ours ; 
t' " they never go into your Country to difturb any 
~( " of you. 
~1 " Thirdb•, Though the Damages y ou have do ne -
a: " our Country be very great, and would require a 

" great deal of Satisfattion, w hi ch y ou are bou nd 
" to give ; yet we affure you, that only by the 
" Perfuafions of y our Governor, who is at a vaft 
" deal of Trouble and Charge for y our W el fare, 
" which you ever ought to acknowledge, I have 
" pafs'd it by and forgiven y ou; upon this Con dit"
" on, that your People, nor any living among you, 
" for the future, ever commit any Incurfions upon 
'' our Chriftians or Indians living among us, or in 
" Maryland. 

" For the better Confirmation of the L1tne, and 
" that the Peace now concluded may be lafl:ing, 1 
" propofe to have two ·* Hatchets buried, as a fi
" nal Determination of ali W'ars and J :urings be
" tween us ; one on behalf of us and our Indians, 
" and the ether for ail y our Nations united together, 
" that ev er did us any In jury, or pretended to war 
" againft our Indian Friends, or tho{e of ]t,1::zr;·
" land. 

" And that nothing may be wanting for Confir
" mation thereof (if y ou defi re it) we are willing 
" to fend forne of our lndian Sachems, with an A
" gent, next Summer, about this Time, tha~ they 
" may ratify the Covenant with you here, in this 
" pre:fixed I-loufe, where you may fee an fpeak 
" together as Friends. 

• Aill•Jdians mal~e Ufe of a Hatchet or Axe, as an Emble~1 
to exprefs \V:u. • 

" That 
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CH A p. " That the Covenant now made between us, in 

III. " this prefixed Houfe, in the Prefence of your Go-
~ " vernor, may be firmly kept and performed on 

" your Parts, as ital ways has been on ours; and that 
" you do not break any one Link of the Covenant
" chain for the future, by your People's coming 
" near our Plantations ; when you march to the 
" Southward, keep to the Feet of the Mountains, 
" and do not come nigh the Heads of our Rivers, 
" there being no Bever-hunting there ; for we ihall 
" not for the future, though you lay dawn your 
" Arms as Friends, ever truft you more, you have 
" fo often deceived us." 

The next Day the Mohawks anfwer'd firft by their 
Speaker, faying : 

" W e muft, in the firft Place, fay fomething to 
" the other three Nations, by vV a y of Reproof, for 
" their not keeping the former Chain, as they 
" ought ; and therefore we defire you, great Sa
" cbem of Virginia, and you C:;r!aer, and all here 
" prefent to give Ear, for we will conceal nothing 
" of the Evil they have clone.'' [Then turning to 
the other Nations.] " Y ou have heard Yefierday 
" ali that has been faid ; as for our Parts, we are 
" free of the Blame laid on us ; we have always 
" been obedient to Corlaer, and have fl:eadily kept 
" our Chain with Virginia, ll1aryland, and Btjlon ; 
" but ye are ftupid and brutifh, and have no Un
" derftanding, we mu ft fta1np U nderftanding into 
" y ou. Let the new Chain made Y efterda y be carc
" fully preferved for the future. This we earneft
" Iy recommend to you, for we are ready to cry 
" for Shame of y ou; Jet us be no more aili1med on 
" your Account, but be obedient, and take this 
" Belt, to keep w hat we fay in y our Me mory. 

" Hear now, now is the Time to hearken ; the 
" Covenant-chain had very near flipt, by your not 

2 . '" keepicg 
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" keeping it firmly. Hold it faft now, when àll for- CH A P: 

" mer E vils are buried in the Pit. III. 
'' Y ou Oneydoes, I fpeak to y ou as Children ; be~ 

" no longer childilh, or void of Underfl:anding. 
'' Y ou Onondagas, our Brethren, y ou are like 

" deaf Peop!e, that cannot hear, your Senfes are 
" covered with Dirt and Filth. 

" Y ou Cayitgas, do not return into y our former 
" Ways. There are three Things we muft ali ob
" ferve. 

'' Firfl, The Covenant with Corlear. Second/y, 
'' the Covenant with Virginia and Mar)'fand. 
" 'I'hirdly, ·with Boflon. We mufl: ftamp- Under
" fl:anding into you, that you may be obedient ; 
'' and take this Belt for a Remembrancer ." 

Then Cadianne, the fame Mohawk Speaker, turn.:. 
ing to my Lord, faid : 

" W e are very thankfui to y ou, . great Sachem of 
" Virginia, that y ou are perfuaded by Cor le ar, our 
'' Governor, to forgive ali former Faults. W e are 
'' very glad to hear you, and fee your Heart foft.:. 
" ened. Take thefe three Bevers as a Token. 

" We thank the great Sachem of Virginia for fay
" ing, that the Axe fhall be thrown into the Pit. 
'' Take thefe two Bevers, as a Token of our Joy 

.. " and Thankfulnefs. 
" W e are glad th at .Ajjàrigoa * will bury in the 

" Pit what is pafl:. Let the Earth be trod hard 
" over it ; or rather, let a ftrong Stream run ~nder 
" the Pit, to wafh the Evil away out of our Sight 
" and Remembrance, and that it may never be 
" digged up again. 

" .A./Jarigoa, you are a Man of Knowledge and 
" U nderftanding, th us to keep the Co venant-chain 
" bright as Silver ; and now again to renew it, and 

* The Name the Fi<Vt Natio •1s always give the Governor of 
P'irginia. 

).!. ~~ make· 
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·CH A P. " make it fl:ronger. (Th en painting to the three 

III. " other Nations, faid,) But they are Chain- break
-.J" ers. 1 lay dawn this as a Token, that we Mo

" hawks have preferved the Chain intire on our 
" Parts. Gives two Bevers and a Racoon. 

" The Covenant mufl: be kept ; for the Fire of 
" Love of J7irginia and Maryland burn~ in this Place, 
" as weil as ours, and this Houfe of Peace muft be 
" kept dean. Gives two Bevers. 

" We now plant a Tree *, whofe Top will reach 
" the Sun, and its Branches fpread far abroad, fo 
" that it fuall be feen afar off; and we fuall fuelter 
" ourfelves under it, and live in Peace without Mo~ 
" lefl:ation. Here he gave two Bevers. 

" Y ou propofed Y efierday, that if we were de· 
" firous to fee the Indians of J7irginia, you are will
" ing to fend forne of their Sachems next Summer, 
" about this Time, to this Place. This Propofal 
" pleafes me very much, the fooner they come the 
" better, that we may fpeak with them in this 
" Houfe, which is appointed for our fpeaking with 
·" our Friends; and give two Belts to confirm it. 

" Y ou have now beard what Exhortation we have 
" made to the other three Nations ; we have taken 
" the Hatchet out of their Rands ; we now there
" fore pray, that bath your Hatchets may likewife 
" be buried in a deep Pit. Giving two Bevers. 

" A J!arigoa, forne of us Mohawks are out againfl: 
" our Enemies, that lie afar off,. they will do you 
" no Harm, nor p1under,. as the others do. Be 
" kind ta them, if they 1hal1 happen to come to 
" any of your Plantations ; give them fome To
" bacco and forne Viél:uals ; for they will neither 
" rob nor fl:eal,. as the One)'does, Onnondagas, and 
" Cayugas have clone. 

* The Firve Nations ahvays exprefs Peace hf the Metâphor 
of a Tree. 

" The 
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" The Oneydoes particularly thank y ou, great Sa-CH A P• 
'' chem of Virginia, for confenting to Jay down the III. 
" Axe. The Hatchet is taken out of ali their ~ 
'' Hands. Gives a Belt. 

" W e a gain thank .AJ!arigoa, that he bas made a 
" new Chain. Let it be kept bright and clean, and 
" held fafr on ali Sides ; let not any one pull his 
" Arm from it. W e include all the four Nations, 
" in giving this Belt. 

" W e again pray A.f!arigoa, to take the Oneydoes 
" into his Favour, and keep the Chain ftrong 
" with them ; for they ~re our Children. Gives a 
" Belt. 

" 'Fhe Oneydoes give twenty Bevers, as a Satisfac
" tion for what they promifed the Lord Baltimore, 
" and defire that they may be di[charged of tha~ 
" Debt." 

The two Governors told them, that they would 
ufe their Endeavours with the Lord Balt/more, to 
perfuade him to forgive what remained. 

Then the Indians defired that the Hole might be 
dug, to bury the Axes, viz. one in Behalf of Vir
ginia and their Inrlians, another in Behalf of Ma
ryland and theirs, and three for the Onnondagas, 0-
neydoes, and Cayugas. The Mohawks faid, there was 
no Need of burying any on their Account, for the 
firft Chain had never been broke by them. 

Then the three Nations fpoke by an Onnondaga, 
called 'l'hanohjanihta, who faid : 

" W e thank the great Sachem of Virginia, that he· 
" bas fo readily forgiven and forget the Inj?ries 
" that have been clone; and we, for our Parts, glad
" ly catch at, and lay hold of the new Chain. 
" Then each of them delivered an Axe to be bwri
" ed, and gave a Belt. 

" I fpeak in the Name of ali three Nations, and 
" include them in this Chain, which we defire may 
" may be kept dean and bright like Silver. Gi 'es a 
" Belt. 

E 2 "We 
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C H A P. " W e defi re th at the :Pa th may be open for the 

II. " Indiaw under AJ!arigoa's Proteétion, to come 
'--v--1" fafely and freely to this Place, in arder to confirm 

" the Peace. Gives fix Fathom of Wampum. 
Then the Axes were buried m the fouth-eaft End 

of the Court-yard, and the Indians threw the Earth 
upon them ; after w hi ch the Lord Howard told 
them, fince now a firm Peace is concluded, we 
fhall hereafter remain Friends, and Virginia and 
Maryland will fend once in two or three Y ears to 
renew it, and forne of our Sachems {hall come, ac
cording to your Defire, to confirm it. 

Laft of all the Oneydoes, the Omzondagas, and 
Cayugas, iointly fang the Peace-fong, with Demon
ftrations of much J oy ; and thanked the Governor 
of New-York for his effeél:ual Mediation with the 
Governor of Virginia in their Favour. 

Colonel Dungan had gained the Affedions of the 
Pive Nations, and they efteemed him much. 

They defired the Duke of Tork's .t'\.rms to put up. 
on their Caflles, which, from the Sequel of their 
Story,. we may fuppofe they were told would fave 
them from the French. Colonel Dungan defired 
them to cali Home tho fe of their Nations that had 
fettled in Canada.* To which they anfwered, Cor
lear keeps a Correfpondence and Friendiliip with Ca
nada, and therefore he can prevail more than we can. 

* The French Prifjls had, from Time to Time, perfuaded fe
veral of .the Fi-ve NationJ to le4ve their own Country, and to fet
tle· ilc:!r JI.Jcntnal; where the French are very induftrious in en
couraging them. Their Numbers have been lik~wife increaièd 
by t.he Prifoners the French have takcn in W~r, and by others 
that h::tve run from their own Country ; becaufe of forne Mif
chief that they had done; or Debts which they owed the Chrifti
ans. Thefe !Hdians are ail profefs'd Papifl:s, and for that Reafon 
are commonly callcd the pra_ying lndianJ by their Countrymen, 
and they are· callèd Cabnuagas by the People of Alhany, from 
the Place where they live ; the Frmc!J value them on Ac• 
cbunt of the Intelligence they give in Timc of "\Var, and . their 
Knowledge of the Countries. 

2 Let 
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Let Corlear ufe his Endeavours to draw our lndians CH A P. ~ 
Home to their own Country. III. 

The Government of the Ma.!Jachufets Bay had ap-~ 
pointed Colonel Steph~nus Cortland, ~ne of the Coun · 
cil of Nev;~Tork, the1r Agent at th1s T1me, to re-
new their Friend(hip likewife with the Pive Nations, 
and to give them forne fmall Prefents ; which was 
accordingly done. 

The Governor of New~Tork, Colonel Dungan, con-
cluded with this Advice to them: Keep a good Un- , 
derfl:anding among yourfelves; if any Difference 
happen, acquaint me with it, and I will compofe it. 
Make no Agreement with the French, or any other 
Nation, without my Knowledge and Approbation. 
Then he gave the Duke's Arms to be put up at each 
of their Caftles, in Hopes it might deter the French 
from attacking them, (as they were threatcned fron1 
Canada) by this fo manifeft a Declaration of their 
being under the Proteél:ion of the Crown of En~
land, when the two Crowns were in the ftrittefl: 
Friendfhip ; but it is probable the Fre11ch chofe this 
very Time to attack them, to bring them off from 
that Confidence they feemed to have in the Eng
lijh. 

It may be proper, before I proceed, to infert here 
alfo a remarkable Speech made by the Onnondagas 
and Cayugas to the two Governors, on the fecond 
Day of Auguft, viz. 

'' Brother Corlear, 
" Y our Sachem is a great Sachem, and we are but 

· '' a fmall People; but whcn the Englifh came firft: 
'' to Manhatan, * to Aragifke t and to 1,.akokrana
" gary 11, t11ey were then but a fmall People, and we 
'" were great. Then, bccaufe we found you a good 
" People, we treated youk:ndly ) and gave you Land; 
" we hope therefore, now that ;ou are great, and 

t Virginia. \1 l'rlmyla?ld. 

E3 '~ we-
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CH A p. cc we fmall, y ou will proteél: us from the French. If 

III. " you do not, we fhall lofe aU our Hunting and 
~ " Bevers : rfhe French will get aH the Bevers. The 

" Reafon they are now angry with us is, becaufe we 
~' carry our Bever to our Brethren. 

" We have put our Lands and outfelves under 
" the Proteél:ion of the great Duke of York, the Bro
,, ther of your great Sachem, who i~ likewife a great 
'' Sachem. · 
· " We have annexed the Sufquehana River, which 
'' we won with the Sword, to this Government; 
" and we delire it may be a Branch of the great 
" Tree that grows in this Place, the Top of which 
" reaches the Sun, and its Branches fhelter us from 
" the French, and ail other Nations. Our Fire 
" burns in y our Houfes, and y our Fire burns with us ; 
" we delire it may be fo always. But we will not 
" that any of the great Penn's People fettle upon the 
'' Sufquehana River, for we have no other Land ta 
" 1eave to our Chi1dren. 

" Our young Men are Soldiers, and when they 
" are provoked, they are like Wolves in the Woods, 
" as you, Sachem of J7irginia, very weil know. 

" We have put ourfelves under the great Sachem 
" Charles, that lives on the other Side the great 
" Lake. We give you thefe two white drelfed 
" Deer-1kins, to fend ta the great Sachem, that he 
" may write on them, a11d put a great red Seal to 
" them, to confirm what we now do ; and put the 
" Sufquehana River above t:he Falls, and a11 the reft 
" of our Land under the great Duke of York, and 
" give that Land to none elfe. Our Brethren, his 
" People, have been 1ike Fathers to our Wives and 
" Children, and have given us Bread when we were 
" in Need of it ; we will not therefore join our
" felves, ot our Lanq, ta any other Govcrnment 
" but this. We defire Corlear, our Governor, may 
" fend this our Propofition to the great Sachem 
~" Charles,. who dwells on the other Side the great 

" Lake 
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" Lake, with this Belt of Wampum, and this other Ca A P. 

" fmaller Belt to the Duke of York his Brother: And III. 
" we give you, Corlear, . this Bever, that you 1nay ~ -' 
" fend over this Propofitton. 

" Y ou areat Man of Virginia, we let you know, 
" that gre~t Penn did fpeak to us here in Corlear's 
" Hou fe by his A gents, and defired to huy the 
" Sufquehana River of us, but we would not heark
'' en to him, for we had faftened it to this Govern-

" ment. 
" We defire you therefore to bear witnefs of what 

" we now do, and that we now confirm what we 
" have done before. Let your Friend, that lives 
" on the other Side the great Lake, know this, 
" that we being a free People, though united to the 
" Englijh, may give our Lands, and be joined to 
" the Sachem we like beft. W e give this Bever to 
" remember what we fay.'' 

The Senekas arrived foon after, and, on the iifth 
of Augujl, fpoke to the Lord Howard in the follow
ing Manner: 

" We have beard and underftood what Mifchief 
" hath been done in Virginia; we have it as perfeét 
" as if it were upon our Fingers Ends. 0 Corlear! 
" we thank you for having been our Interceffor, fo 
" that th Axe bas ROt fallen upon us. 

" And you Affarigoa, great Sachem of Virginia, · 
" we thank you for burying ali Evil in the Pit. We 
" are informed, that the Mobawks, Oneydoes, On
" 110ndagas, and Cayugas, have buried the Axe al
" ready ; now we that live remoteft off, are come 
" to do the fame, · and to include in this Chain the 
" Cahnawaas, your Friends. We delire thercfore, 
" that an Axe, on our Part, may be buried with one 
" of AJ!arigoa's. 0 Corlear ! Corlear! we thank vou 
" for laying hold of one End of the Axe; and. we 
" thank you, great Governor of Virginia, not only 
" for throwing afide the Axe, but more efpecially 
" for your putting all Evil from your Heart. Now 

E 4 " we 
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CH A P." we have a new Chain, a frrong and a flraight 

III. " Chain, that cannat be broken. The Tree of 
~ " Peace is planted fo firmi y, that it cannot be 

" moved, let us on both Sides hold the Chain 
" faft. 

'' W e underftand w hat y ou faid of the great 
'' Sachem, that lives on the other Side the great 
'' Water. 

'' You tell us, that the Cahnawaas wil1 come 
" hither, to ftrengthen the Chain. Let them not 
'' make any Excufe, that they are old and feeble, or 
" that their F eet are fore. If the old Sachems can
" not, let the young Men come. W e fhall not fail 
~' to come hither, tho' we live fartheft off, and then 
" the new Chain will be ftronger and brighter. 

" W e underftand, that becaufe of the Mifchief 
(' that has been clone to the People and Caftles of 
" J7irginia and Maryland, we mufl: not come near 
" tl e He:;tds of your Rivers, nor near your Planta
~' tions, but keep at the Foot of the Mountains; 
" for tho' we lay clown our Arms, as Friends, we 
'' fhall not be trufl:ed for the future, but looked on 
~' as Rob bers. W e agree however to this Propofttion, 
" and ihall wholly fray away from Virginia: And 
" this we do in Gratitude to Corlear, who has been 
" at fo great Pains to perfuade you, great Governor 
~' of Virginia, to forget what is pafl:. Y ou are wife 
~' in gi 'Îng Ear to Corlear's good Advice, for we 
" lhall now go a Path which was never trod .be
,, fore. 

'' We bave now clone fpeaking to Corlear, and 
" the Governor of Virgilû a ; let the Chain be for 
" ever kept dean and bright by him, and we fhall 
" do the fame. 

~' The other Nations from the Moha·wks Country 
" to the Ca)'Ugas, have de1ivered up the Sufquehana 
" River, and ail that Country, to Ccrlear's Go
~' vernment. We confirm what they have done by 
." giving this B ... elt. " · 

Coll. 
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Coll. Bird, one of the Council of Virginia, and CH .\ p: 

Edmond ]ennings Efq; Attorney General of that Pro.. rrr. 
vince, came with four India;z Sachems, ( according ~ 
to the Lord Howard's Promife) to renew and con 
firm the Peace, and met the Pive Nations at Albany 
in September 168 5· 

Coll. Bird accufed them of having again broke 
their Promife, by taking an Indian Girl from 
an Englijh Man's Houfe, and four Indian Boys 
Prifoners. 

They excufed this, by its being clone by the Par
ties th at were out w hen the Peace was concluded, 
who knew nothing ofit; which Accident they had 
provided againfl: in their Articles. They faid, the 
four Boys were given to the Relations of thofe Men 
that were loft ; and it would be difficult to obtaifl 
their Reftoration : But they at laft promifed to deli
ver them up. 

The Senakas and Mohawks declared themfelves 
free of any Blame, and chid the other Nations. 

So that we may ftill obferve the Influence which 
the French Priefts had obtained over thofe other Na
tions, and to what Chriftian like Purpofe they ufed 
it. 

The lvfohawks Speaker faid, '' Where fhall I feek 
'' the Chain of Peace? Where fhall I find it but 
'' upon our * Path ? And whither doth our Path 
'' lead us, but into this Houfe? This is a Houfe of 
" Peace ; " after this he fang all the Links of the Chain 
over. f-Ie afterwards fang by \Vay of Admonition 
to the Onondagas, Oneydoes, and Cayugas, and con
cluded ail with a Song to the Virginia Indians. 

The French Prùfls however {l:ill employed their In
fluence over the Omzondagas, Cayugas, and Oneydoes; 
and it was eafy for them to fpirit up thelndicns ( natural-

* The Moba1~kJ Country is fituated bctween the o~hcr .1. Ta tion$ 
;md A!ba1!Y· 

ly 
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C H A p. Iy revengeful) againft their old Enemies. A Par

III. ty of the Oneydoes went out two Y ears after this 
~againfl: the Wayanoak Indians, Frie~ds. ~f Virginia, 

and killed forne of the People of Vtrgznza, who af
fifl:ed thofe Indians. They took fix Prifoners, but 
reftored them at Albany, with an Excufe, that they did 
not know they were Friends of Virginia. But ColL 
Dungan on this Occafion told them, That he only 
had kept ail the Englifh in North- America from join
ing together to deftroy them ; that if ever he fhould 
hear of the Jike Complaint, he would dig up the 
Hatchet, and join with the refl: of the Englijh to eut 
them off Root and Branch ; for there were many 
Complaints made of him to the King by the Englijh, 
as weil as by the Governor of Canada, for his favour .. 
ing of them. 

W e have now gone through the rnaterial Tranf
aétions w hich. the Pive Nations had with the Englijh, 
in w hi ch we find the Englijh purfuing nothing but 
peaceable and Chrifl:ian-like Meafures ; and the Pive 
Nations (tho' Barbarians) living with the People 
of New-York, like good Neighbours and faithful 
Friends, and general! y with aU the Englijh alfo, ex
cept w hen they were influenced by the Jefuites ; at 
the fame Time, one cannat but adn1ire the Zeal, 
Courage, and Refolution of thefe J efuites, that would 
adventure to live among lndians at War with their 
Nation ; and the hetter to carry their Purpofes, to 
comply with ali the Hun1ours and Manners of fuch 
a wild People, fo as not to be diftiuguifhed by 
Strangers from meer lndimzs. One of them, named 
Milet, remained with the Oneydoes till after the 
Year 1694; he was advanced to the Degree of a 
Sachem. and had fo great an Influence over them, 
that the other Nations could not prevail with them 
to part with him. While he Jived with them, the 
One)'does were frequent] y turned againft the Southern 
Indians (Friends of the Engltfh iouthern Colonies) 

and 
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and were al ways wavering in their Refolutions againlt 
the French at Canada. 

W e !hall now fee w hat Effetl: the Polie y of the 
French had, who purfued very different Meafures 
from the Englijh. 

C HA P. IV. 

Mr. De la Barre's Expedition, and fome remarkable 
c.Jranfaétions in 1684. 

T HE French, in the Time they were at Peace CH A P. 

with the Pive Nations, built their Forts at IV. 
q'aidonderaghi and Miffilimakinak, and made a Settle- ._..., •. 
ment there. They carried on their Commerce 
among the numerous Nations that live on the Banks 
of the great Lakes, and the Banks of the Mijf!lfipi ; 
they not only profecuted their Trade among thefe 
Nations, but did ali they could to fecure their Obe .. 
dien ce, and to make them abfolutely fu bje& to the 
Crown of France, by building Forts at the confiderable 
Paffes, and placing fmall Garifons in them. They 
took in fuort all the Precautions in their Power, not 
only to reftrain the Indians by Foree, but 1ikewife 
to gain their Affeétions, by fending Mi.flionaries 
among them. The only Obftruél:ion they met with 
was from the Five Nations, who introduced the 
Englifh of New-York into the Lakes to trade with 
the lndians that lived round them. This gave the 
French much Uneafinefs, becaufe they forefaw, 
that the Englifh would not only prove dangerous 
Rivais, but that the Advantages which they had in 
Trade, beyond what it was poffible for the Inhabi-
tants of Canada to have, would enable the People 
of New-York fo far to underfel them, that their 
Trade would foon be ruined, and ali the Intereft Iofl: 
which they had gained with fo much Labour and 
Expence. The Pive Nations likewife continued in 

War 
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CH A P. War with many of the Nations, with the Chic1agbicks 

IV. particularly, who yielded the moft profitable Trade 
~ to the French ; and as often as they difcovered any 

of the French carryîng. Am munition towards thefe 
Nations, they fell upon them, and took all their 
Powder, Lead and Arms from them. This made 
the French ·Traders aüaid of travelling, and prevent
ed their Indians from hunting, and alfa leffened the 
Opinion they had of the French Power, when they 
found that the Fre~tcb were not able to proteél: them 
againfl: the Infults of the Pive Nations. 

The Senakas lie next to the Lakes, and nearefl: to 
the Nations with whon1 the French carried on the 
greateft Trade, thefe People were fo averfe to that Na
tion, that they would never receive any Priefl:s among 
them, and of Confequence were mofl: firmly attacli'd 
to the Englijh Intereft, who fupplied them with 
Arms and Powder (the Means to be revenged of 
their Enemies.) For thefe Reafons Mr. De la Barre 
(Governor of Canada) fent a Meffenger to Coll. 
Dungan, to complain of the Injuries th~ Senakas had 
done to the French, and to 1hew the Neceffity he 
was under to bring the Pive Nations to Reafon 
by Force of Arms. "fhis Meffenger happening to 
arrive at the Time the Indians met the Lord 
lloward at Albany, Coll. Dungan told the Senakas 
the Complaints that the French Governor made of 
them. To whichthey gave h!m the followingAnfwer, 
in Prefence of Mr. De la Barre's Meffenger, on the 
sth of Augufl I 6 8 4· 

" W e were fe nt for, and are come, and have 
" heard w hat y ou have faid tous, that Corlear ha th 
"great Complaints of us, both from Virginia and 
'' Canada. W hat they comp1ain of from Ca11ada 
" tnay poffibly be true, that f01ne of our young Men 
" have taken forne oftheir Goods, but Tonnendio the 
" Gover!1orof Canada, is the Caufe of it. He not onJy 
" pennits his People to carry Ammunition, Guns, 

'~ Powder 
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" Powder, Lead, and Axes to the 'I'uihtuib-rono011s * C H A p. 

"our Enemies, but fends them thither on purpofe. IV. 
" ThefeGunswhichhe fendsknockour Bever Hunt-~ 
" ers on the Head, and our Enemies carry the Be vers ..~ 
" to Canada that we would have brought to our Bre-
" thren. Our Bever Hunters are Soldiers, and could 
" bear this no longer. They met forne French in their 
'' W a y to our Enemies, and very near them, carrying 
"Ammunition, which our Men took from them. 
" This is agreeable to our Cufl:oms in W ar ; and we 
" may therefore openly own it, tho' we know not 
" whether it be praétifed by the Chrifl:ians in fuch 
'' like Cafes. 

'' When the Governor of Canada fpeaks tous of 
" the Chain, he calls us Children, and faith, I am 
" your Father, you mufl: hold faft the Chain, and I 
" will do the fame: 1 will proteél: you as a F ather 
'' doth his Children. ls this Proteél:ion, to fpeak 
'' thus with his Lips, and at the fame Time to 
" knock us on the Hea:d, by affifting our Enemies 
" with Ammunition ? ' 

" He al ways fays, 1 am y our Father, and y ou 
" are my Children ; and yet he is angry with his 
" Children, for taking thefe Goods. 

'' But, 0 Corlear ! 0 Ajjarigoa ! we mufl: corn
" plain to y ou ; y ou Corlear are a Lord, and go
,, vern this Country; is it juft that our Father is 
" going to :fight with us for thefe Things, or is it 
" weil done? We rejoiced when L a Sal was fent 
" over the great W a ter ; and w hen P erot was re
" moved, becaufe they had furni{hed our Enemies 
" with Ammunition; but we are difappointed in our 
" Hopes, for we fi.nd our Enemies are ft ill fupplieà . 
" ls this well clone ? Y ea, he often forbids us to make 
" War on any of the Nations with whom he tradeH ; 

• R 111oon fignifies Nation or People, in the Language of the 
Fi··ve Natio111 ; they fay Tiubt:tzÏJ,t·onoom, Cbicb·ghik ;onoou, 
Deonondadik-rrm~on, &c. 

"and 
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CH A P." and at the fame Time furnifhes them with aU Sorts 

IV. " of Ammunition, to ena ble them to deftroy us. 
~ "Thus far in Anfwer to the Complaint the Go
. " vernor of Canada hath made of us to Corlear. 

" Corlear faid to us, that Satisfaél:ion muft be made 
" to the French for the Mifchief we have clone them. 
"This he faid before he beard our Anfwer. Now 
" let him that hath Infpeétion over a11 our Coun
,, tries, on whom our Eyes are :fixed, let him, even 
" Corlear, judge and determine. If you fay that it 
" muft be paid, we fhall pay it, but we cannot live 
" without free Bever Hunting. 

" Corlear, hear what we fay, we thank you for 
" the Duke's Arms, which you have given us to be 
" put in our Caftles, as a Defence to them. Y ou com
" mand them. Have we wandered·out ofthe Way, 
" as the Governor of Canada fays ? W e do not 
'' threaten him with W ar, as he threatens us. What 
" lhall we do? Shall we run awav, or 1hal1 we 
" fit ftill in our Houfes? What fhall we do? we 
" fpeek to him that governs and commands us. 

" Now Corlear, and A.!Jarigoa, and all People here 
'' prefent, remember what we have anfwered to the 
'' Complaints of the Governor of Canada ; yea, we 
" wilh that what we here faid may come to his 
" Ears. '' Then they gave a Belt. 

Monfieur De la Barre at this Time was gone, 
with ali the Force of Canada, to Cadarackui Fort, and 
ordered the three VeflèJs to be repaired which the 
French had built on Cadarackui Lake: His Defign 
was to frighten the Pive Nations into his own Terms, 
by the Appearance of the Fre;zch Army, which con
ftfted of 6oo Soldiers of the regular Troops, 400 

Jndians, and 400 Men that carried Provifions, befides 
300 Men that he left to {ecure Cadaratkui Fort, and 
t~e weftern I~dians, that he .expeéted wou1d join 
htm. But whlle he was at th1s Fort, the Fatiaue 
of travelling in the Mon th of Augujl, together with 
the Unhealthinefs of that Place (the Country there-

about 
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about being very madhy) where he tarried fix CH A P.· 

Weeks, occafioned fo great a Sicknefs in his Army, IV. 
that he fou nd himfelf unable to perform any Thing ~ 
but by Treaty; and therefore fent Orders to Monfr. 
Dulhut, who was come from MijJilimakinak with 
6oo Men, French and Indians, to flop. l\1onfr. 
De la Barre paffed acrofs the Lake, with as many 
Men as were able to travel, and arrived at the River 
which the French call La Famine, by the lndians 
called Kaihohage, which falls into the South Side of 
Cadarackui Lake, about thirty Miles from Onnondago. 
There were two Villages of the Pive }lations on 
the North Side of the i4ke, about fifteen Miles 
from the French Fort, confifting of thofe Indians 
that had the moft Inclination to the French: They 
provided the French Army with Provifions, while 
they remained at the Fort; but it is probable, fent 
an Account to their own Nations of every Thing 
that happened ; and that this was the Rea fon of the 
Ufage they afterwards met with from the French. 

When Monfr. De la Barre fent to Colt Dungan, he 
was in Hopes, from the ftriél: Alliance that was 
then between the Crowns of England and Fra:zce, 
and from Coll. Dungan's being a Papift, that he would 
at leaft fit flill till he had reduced the Pive Nations. 
But none of thefe Reafons permitted that Gentleman 
to be eafy, while the French attempted fuch Things, 
as in their Confequences would be of the higheft 
Degree prejudicial to the Englifh Intereft, and might 
put ail the Englifh Colonies in America in Danger. 
Wherefore he difpatched the publick Interpreter, 
with Orders to do every 1~hing in his Power to pre
vent the Five Nations going to treat with Monfr. 
De la Barre. 

The Interpreter fucceeded in his Defign with the 
Mohawks, and with the Senakas, who promifed 
that they would not go near the French Governor : 
But he had not the like Succefs with the Onnondagas, 
01zeydoes, and Cayugas, who had received the rrmch 

2 Priefts, 
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CH A P. Priefts, for they would not hear the Interpreter, but 

IV. in Prefence of the French Priefls, and M onfr . 
. "'-'v-J la Main, and three other Frenchmen that Monfr. 

De la Barre had fent to perfuade them to meet 
him at J(aihohage; they gave the following 
Anfwer to the Interpreter. 

" Arie, you are Corlear' s Mejfenger, ·* Ohqueffe 
" (Monfr. la Maine) is the Governor of Canada's; 
'' and there t lits our Father; Yomzondio acquainted 
" us forne Time aga, that he would fpeak with us, 
" before he would undertake any 1"'hing againfl: the 
" Senakas. Now he ha th fent for all the Nations 
" to fpeak with him in Friendlhip, and that at a 
'' Place not far from Onnondaga, even at Kaihohage. 
" But our Brother Corlear tells us, that we mufl: 
" not meet the Governor of Canada without his 
'' Permiffion ; and that ifYonnondio have any Thing 
" ta fay ta us, he mufl: firfl: fend ta Corlear for Leave 
" ta fpeak with us. Yonnondio has fent long ago to 
" us ta fpeak with him, and he has lately repeated 
" that Delire by Onni.ffantie the Brother of our Fa· 
" ther Il Twirhaerfira that lits there; he has not only 
" entreated us by our Father, but by two praying 
" Indians, one an Onnondaga, the other the Son of 
"an old Mohawk Sachem, Connondawe. They brought 
" five great Belts of Wampum, not a Fathom or 
" two only, as you bring. Now Ohquej]e has been 
" {ent with three Frenchmen ; 1ônnondw not being 
" content with ali thi8, bas Jikewife fent DemzehoU, 
"and two other Mohawks, to perfuade us to meet 
" him, and to fpeak with him of good Things . 

. " Should we not go to him after ali this Intreaty, 
" when he is come fo far, and fo near to us? Cer
" tainl y if we do not, we fu;:d1 provoke his W ra th, 
"and not deferve his Goodnefs. Y ou fay we are 

~ Th at is, the Par/ridge. f Pointing to the J ~jie;te. 11 The 
lndians com:nonly tave a new Name to any Perlon they receive 
or adapt into their Nation. This is the ]efiitts ldian N3me, 
the Inttrpretation whereof I know net. 

Subjeéls 
• 
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'' Subjeéls to the King of En gland and D:J.ke of CH A p. 

'' Tork, but we fay we are Brethren. We muit V. 
" take Care of qurfelves. Thofe Ar ms fixed upon ~ 
" the Pofts, without the Gate, cannot defend us 
" againft the Arms of la Barre. Brother Corlear, 
'' we tell you, that we fuall bind a Covenant Chain 
" to our Arm, and to his, as thick as that Poft, 
" ( poihting to a Pofl: of the Hou fe) be not dilfatif-
" fied; fhould we not embrace this Happinefs of-
'' fered us, viz. Peace, in the Place of W ar; yea, 
" we fhall take the Evil Doers, the Senekas, by the 
" Hand, and la Barre likewife, and their Ax and his 
" Sword fhall be thrown into a deep Water. W e 
" wifh our Brother Corlear were pref~nt, but it feems 
" the Time will not permit of it. " 

Accordingly Garangula, one of the chief Sachems of 
the Onondaga' s, with thirty Warriors, went with Mr. 
Le Maine, to meet the Governor of Canada at 
Kaihohage. After he had been two Days in the 
French Camp, Mon fi·. la Barre fpoke to him as fol
lows, (the French Officers making a Semi-circle on 
one Side, while Garangula, with his Warriors, cam--: 
pleated the Circle on the other. 

* lvlonfr. De la Barre's Speech to Garangulal' 

'' The King, my Mafl:er, being informed that the 
" r:·ve Nations have often infringed the Peace, has 
'' ordered me ta come hither with a Guard, and to 
" fend OhgueJJe to the Onondagas, to bring the chief 
'' ~)achem to my Camp. The Intention of the great 
'' King is, that you and I may fmoke the Calumet t 

F "of 
., \'o~·:~g~s du Baron de laHontan, Tome I. Letter 7· 
i· · i l1c: C..tluM~t i..; a large frna:~king Pipe made of .Marble, moft 

c;.mrr.on1y ot ~~ tbrk rtti, weil polrfhed, fh:.1ped fomewhat in 
the Fon!l uf a Hatc..1et, and adorned wtth large Feathers of feve-

1 :tl Colour~. It i~ uièd in :;, ll t.helndian Treatieii with Strangers, and 
a:. a J•l.lg of fr~;et: b~w.een a.mtedino- Parties, which all the ln
;o'ia:;; thi~k :'\.very highCwne to VIOlat~. Tj1efe Calztmet;are gen~. 
ral.y of nii..c \\'oikmanflup, an..! were iw Ufe before the lndinns 

lœew 
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CH .A p." of Peace together, but on this Condition, th at y ou 

IV. " promife me, in the Name of the Senekas, Cayugas, 
~ "Onondagas, and Mohawks, to give intire Satif

" faél:ion and Reparation to his Subjeéts; and for 
"the future never to moleft them. 

"The Senekas, Cayugai, Onondagas, Oneydoes, 
" and Mohawks have robbed and abufed ali the 
'' Traders that were paffing to the Illinois and 
"Umamies, and other Indian Nations, the Children 
" of my King. They have aél:ed, on thefe Occafi
" ons, contrary to the Treâty of Peace with my Pre
" deceffor. I am ordered therefore to demand Sa
" tisfaél:ion, and to tell them, that in cafe of Re
" fufal, or their plundering us any more, that I 
" have exprefs Orders to declare W ar. This Belt 
'' confirms my W ords. The Warriors of the Pive 
" Nations have conduéted the Englijh into the Lakes, 
'' which belong to the King, my Mafl:er, and brought 
"the Englijh among the Nations that are his Chi1-
" dren, to defl:roy the Trade of his Subjeél:s, and 
"to withdraw thefe Nations from him. They have 
" carried the Englijh thither, notwithilanding the 
"Prohibition of the late Governor of New-York, 
" who forefaw the Rifque that both they and you 
" would run. 1 am willing to forget thefe Things, 
·c, but if ever the like fhall happen for the future, I 
" have exprefs Orders to declare War againft you. 
" This Belt confirms my W ords. Y our W arriors have 
" made feveral barbarous Incurfions on the Illinois 
"and Umamies ; they have ma1facred Men, vVo
" men, and Children, and have made many of thefe 
" Nations Prifoners, who thought themf~lves fafe 
" in their Villages in Time of Peace. Thefe People, 
" who are my King's Children, mufl: not be your 
" Slaves ; you muft give them their Liberty, and 

knew any Thing of the Chrifi:ians ; for which Reafon we ar.e at 
a Lofs to conce!ve by what Means they pierced thefe Pipes, 
and fuaped them fo finely, before they had the Ufe of Iron. 

3 " fend 
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'' fend them back into their own Country. If the CH A p. 
''Pive Nations 1hall refufe to do this, I have exprefs IV. 
" Orders to declare W ar againfl: them. This Belt "--v-..J 
'' confirms my Words. 

" This is what I have to fcty to Garangula, that he 
" may carry to the Senekt?s, Onondagas, OiJe)'does, 
" Cayugas, and Mohaz:.-ks the Declaration which 
" the King, my Mafter, has commanded me to 
" make. He doth not wiih then1 to force him , 
'~ to fend a great Army to Cadarackui Fort, to be
" gin a War which mufl: be fatal to them. He 
" would be forry that this Fort, that was the 
'' W ork of Peace, fhould become the Prifon of y our 
"Warriors. We muft endeavour, on both Sides. 
" to prevent fuch 1\tlisfortunes. The French, who 
'' are the Brcthren and Frîends of the Pive Nations, 
'' will never trouble their Repofe, provided that the 
" Satisfaél:ion which I demand be given, and that 
" the rfreaties of Peace be hereafter obferved. I 
" lhall be extreamly grieved if my Words do not 
" produce the Effeét which I expeél: from them; 
" for then I {hall be obliged to join with the Go-
" vernor of New-York, who is commanded by his 
" Mafler to affift me, and burn the Caft]es of the 
" Five Nations, anq deH:roy you. This Belt con-
" fiïms· my W ords. 

Garàngala was very much furprifed to find the foft 
vVords of the Jefuit, and of the Governor's Mefi'en
gers, turned to fuch threatening Language. This 
v. as detigned to ftrike Terror into the Indians ; but 
Garangula having good Information from thofe of the 
Pive Nations living near Cadarackui Fort, of ail the 
Sicknefs and other Misfortunes ·which affiiéi:ed the 
French Army, it was far from producing the de
figned Effeél:. A11 the Time that Monjieur de la 
Barre fpoke, Garangula kept his Eyes fixed on the 
End of his Pipe ; as foon as the Governor had 
donc fpeaking, he rofe up, and having watked five 
or fix 11mes round the Circle, he returned to his 

.F 2 Place, 
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CH A P. Place, where he fpoke ftanding, whïle Monfieur de 

V. la Barre kept his Elbow-Chair. 
~ 

Garangu1a' s . Anfwer. 

" Yonnondio, 
,. 1 honour y ou, and the W arriors th at are with 

" me ail Iikewife honour you. Y our Interpreter 
'' has finifued your Speech; 1 now begin mine. My 
" Words make hafl:e to reach your Ears, hearken to 
'' them. 

'' Tonnondio, you muft have believed, when you 
" left f?lgebeck, that the Sun had burnt up ali the 
" Forefts which render our Country inacceffible to 
'' the French, or that the Lakes had fo far over
'' flown their Banks, that they had furrounded our 
" Caftles, and that it was impoffible for us to get 
" out of them. Yes, Tonnondio, furely you muft 
'' have dreamt fo, and the Curiofity of feeing fo 
" great a Wonder has brought you fo far. Now you 
~, are undeceived, fin ce that 1 and the W arriors here 
" prefent are come to affure you, that the Senekas, 
'' Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneydoes, and Mohawks 
" are yet alive. 1 thank you, in their Name, for 
" bringing back into their Çountry the Calumet, 
" which your Predeceffor received from their Hands. 
" lt was happy for you, that you left Under
'' ground that murdering Hatchet, that has been 
" fo often dyed in the Blood of the French. 1-Iear, 
" Tonnondio, 1 do not fleep, 1 have my Eyes open, 
" and the Sun, which enlightens me, difcovers to 
" me a great Captain at the Head of a Company of 
" Soldiers, who fpeaks as if he were dreaming. 
" He fays, that he only came to the Lake to fmoke 
" on the great Calumet with the Onondagas. But 
" Garangula fays, that he fees the contrary, that 
" it was to knock them on the Head, if Sicknefs 
" had not weakened the Arms of the French. 

3 " 



Part 1. FxvE INDIAN NATIONs, &c. 
" I fee Tonnondio raving in a Camp of nck Men, cH A P. 

" whofe Lives the great Spirit bas faved, by in- V. 
" fliéting this Sicknefs on them. Hear, Tonnondio, "'-'\"""-' 
" our W omen had taken their Clubs, our ChiJdren 
u and old Men bad carried their Bows and Arrows 
" into the Heart of your Camp, if our Warriors 
u bad not difarmed them, and kept them back, 
~' when your Meffenger, Ohgu1fè, came to our 
" Caftles. It is clone, and I have faid it. Hear, 
" ronnondio, we plundered none of the French, but 
" tho fe that carried Guns, Powder, and Bali to the 
" IwiktieJ and Chittaghicks, becaufe thofe Arms 
" might have coft us our Lives. Herein we follow 
" the Example of the J efuits, who fl:ave ali the 
" Caggs of Rum brought to our Cafl:les, left the 
" drunkerr Indians fhould knock them on the Head. 
" Our W arriors have not Be vers enough to pa y for 
" ali thefe Arms, that they have taken, and our 
" o]d Men are not afraid of the War. This Belt 
" preferves my Words. 

" We carried the Englijh into our Lakes, to trade 
" there with the Utawawas and ff2gatoghies, as the 
" Adirondacks brought the French to our Caft1es, to 
" carry. on a Trade which the Engl~(h fay is theirs. 
~' W e are born free, we neither depend on Yomzo1l
" dio nor Corlear. 

" We may go where we pleafe, and carry with 
" us whom we pleafe, and bu y and fell w hat we 
" pleafe: If your Allies he your Slavec, ufe thern 
" as fuch, command them to receive no other hut 
" your People. This Belt preferves my W ords. 

" We knock'd the 'I'wihtwies and Cbifiaghicks on 
" the Head, becaufe they had eut clown the Trees 
" ofPeace, which were the Limits of our Country. 
" They have hunted Bevers on our Lands: They 
" have aél:ed contrary to the Cuftoms of ail ["!dt
" ans ; for they left none of the Be vers ali \·e, they 
" killed bath ale and Female. They brou~ht 

F 3 <' the 
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CH A P." the Satanas * into their Country, to take Part JV. " with them, after they bad concerted ill Defigns \....-v-J " againft us. W e have do ne lefs than eitber the " Englifh or French, that have ufurped the Lands " of fo many Indian Nations, and chafed them from " their own Country. This Belt preferves my '' Words. Hear, Yo11nondio, what I fay is the Voice '' of ali the Fïve Nations; hear what they anfwer, " open your Ears to what they fpeak : The Sene" kas, Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneydoes, and i1do" hawks fay, that when they buried the Hatchet at '' Cadarackui (in the Prefence of y our Predeceffor) " in the Middle of the Fort, they planted the Tree " of Peace in the fame Place, to be there carefully " preferved, that, in Place of a Retreat for Sol" diers, that Fort might be a Rendezvous for Mer" chants ; that, in Place of Arms and Ammu" nition of vVar, Bevers and Merchandife ihould " only enter there. 

" Hear, Yonnondio, take Care for the future, " th at fo great a N umber of Soldiers, as appear " there, do not choak the Tree of Peace plantcd " in fo fmall a Fort. lt will be a great Lofs, if af" ter it bad fo eafily taken Root, you fhould flop " its Growth, and prevent its covering your Coun" try and ours with its Branches. I affure you, in " the Name of the Pive Nations, that our Warriors " ihall dance to the Calumet of Peace under its " Leaves, and fhall remain quiet on their Matts, " and fhall never dig up the Hatchet, till their Bre" thren, Yonnondio or Corlear, fhall either jointly '' or feparately endeavour to attack the Country, " which the great Spirit has given to our An" cefl:ors. This Belt preferves my Words, and this " other, the Authority which the Pive Nations ha " given 1ne., 

* Called Sarwa11o11s by the Frmch. 

Th en 
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Then Garangulà addreffing himfelf to Monfieur 

le Maine, faid : 
" Take Courage, Ohguè.f!e, you have Spirit, 

" fpeak, explain my W ords, forget nothing, tell 

" ail that your Brethren and Friends îay to l'on

'' nondio, your Governor, by the Mouth of Ga

'~ rangula, who loves you, and defires you to ac

" cept of this Prefent ofBever, and take Part with 

" me in my Feaft, to which I invite you. This 

" Prefent of Bever is fent to Yonnondio on the Part 

" of the Pive Nations." 

When Garangula's Harangue was explained to 

Monfieur de la Barre, he returned to his Tent, 

much inraged at what he h~d beard. 

Garangula feafteâ the French Officers, and then 

went Home, and Monfieur de la Barre fet out in 

his Way towards Monreal; and as foon as the General 

was imbarked, with the few Soldiers that remained 

in Health, the Militia made the beft of their Way 

to their own Habitations, without any Order or 

Difcipline. 
Thus a very chargeable and fatiguing Expedition 

(which was to ftrike the Terror of the French Name 

into the ftubborn Hearts of the Pive Nations ) ended 

in a Scold between the French General and. an old 

Indian. 

CH A P. V. 

7'he Englifh attempt to trade in the Lakes, and 

the French attack the Sene kas. 

7I 

T HE Marquis de Nonville having now fucceeded H\~ P • 

Monfieur de la Barre' in the y ear I6 8 5' and ha- v· r. ' 

ving brought a confiderable Rein forcement of Snldie1 ~ \i 

with him, refolved to recover the Honm~r the 

F 4 Fh·;zd 
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CH A P. French had loft in the ]afl: Expedition, and re venge 

V. the Slaughter the Pive Nations continued to make 
~ of the CJ'wihtwies and Chiflaghicks, who had put 

themfelves under the French Proteétion ; for the 
Pive Nations h;tving intirely fubdued the Chiéta
ghicks *, after a fix Years War, they refolved next to 
fall upon the 'Iwihtwies, and to cali them to an Ac
count for the Difl:urbance they had given forne of 
their People in their Bever Hunting. The Five 
Nations have few or no Bever in their own Country, 
and for that Reafon are obliged to hunt at a great 
Diftance, w hi ch often occafions Difputes with their 
Neighbours about the Property of the Bever. The 
Bever is the moft valuable Branch of the Indian 
Trade, and as the 'I'wiht·wies carried their Bevers to 
the French, the Englijh encouraged the Pive Nations 
in thefe Expeditions, and particularly; in the Begin
ing of the Year 1687, made the Pive Nations a 
Prefent of a Barrel of Powder, when their whole 
Force was preparing to go againfl: the 'I'wihtwies. 
The Engl~fh were the better pleafed with this W ar, 
becaufe they thought that ·it would divert the Pive 
Natimzs from the Virginia Indians : But the French 
were refolved to fupport their Friends more effeél:u
a11y by a powerful Diverfion, and to change the 
Seat of the War. 

For this Purpofe Mr. de Nonville fent, in May 
168ï, great ~antities of Provifion to Cadarackui 
Fort, and gathered the whole Force of Canada to 
}Vfontreel. I-Iis Army confifted of fifteen hundred 
l+ench of the reguJar 'rroops and Militia, and five 
hundred Indians that lived near Montreal and !f<ge
beck. He fent likewife Orders to the Commandant 
at Mij}ilimakù:ak to affemble ali the Nations living 
round him, and to march them to Oniagara, in or
der to jo in the Forees of C:mada defigned againft 

, .the Seilck-a r and the other Officers po fred a-

* Cd ed 1!/ùris hy the F, mrl•. 

mong 
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mong the Indians Wefl:ward bad the like Or-Ca A P. 

ders. V. 
The <J'wihtwies received the Hatchet with Joy • --. 

from the Hands of the French Officer. The Outa
gamies, Kikabous, and Majkuticks, who were not u-
fed to Canoes, were at firft perfuaded to join the 
c.Iwihtwies, who were to march by Land to 'J'euchfa
gr01tdie, where there was a French Fort, at which 
they were to be fupplied with Ammunition. But 
after the French Officer left them, the Utagamies 
and Majkuticks were diffuaded by forne of the lvfa
hikander lndians, who happened to be with a neigh
bouring Nation at that Time. 

The Putewatemies, Malhominies, and Puans of
fered themfelves willingly, and went to the Rendez
vous at Mijjilimakinak ; where they were received 
by the Utawawas with a11 the Marks of Honour u
fually paid to Soldiers. Though the Utawawas had 
no Inclination to the prefent Enterprize ; they çould 
not tell however how to appear againft it, otherw{f~ 
than by inventing what Delays they could, to pre
vent their March. 

ln the mean while a Canoe arrived, which was 
fent by Mr. de Nonville, with his Orders to the 
Officers. This Canoe, in her Pnffage, difcovered 
forne Englijh, commanded by Major Mac Gergür._-..·., 
in their Way to 'I'eiodonderaghze. The Englifh 
thought (after they had an Account of the new Al
liance their King had enren~d into with the French) 
that the Fre11ch would not difiuro them in profecu
ting a Trade with the lndians every where, and that 
the Trade wonid be eqnally frec 2nd open to both 
Nations. vVith thefe 1-Iopes a confiderable Number 
of Adventurers wcnt out, under the Conduét or 
Major Mac Gn-gory, to trade with the J;tditms that 
lived on the Banks of the Lakes ; and that they 
might be the more welcon1e, perfuadtd the Five 
Nations to fet ail the DioJtondadie Prifoners at Lib;::r
ty, who ·~vent along with the Englifh, and conduc.ted 

r :n~m 
·, 
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CH A P. them towards MijJilimakinak, or Ttiodonderaghie; but 

V. the Englifh found themfelves mifl:aken, for the 
~ French Commandant at creiodonderaghie, as foon as 

he had Notice of this, fent three-hundred French to 
intercept the Englifh. 

· The Utawawas and Di?no1tdadies having likewife 
an Account of the Engli/h, defigned to fupport their 
own Independency, and to in courage the Englijh 
Trade. The return of the Dionondadie Prifoners 
made that Nation very hearty in favauring the 
Englifh, they therefore marched immediatel y off, 
with Defign to join Major Mac Gergor)' ; but the 
Utaru,·awas were divided in their Inclinations, their 
Chief, with about thirty more, joined the French, 
the reft remained in fufpence, and ftood neuter. 

The Utawawas thus wavering, difconcerted the 
Meafures of the Dionondadies, for they began ta fuf
peét the Utawawas, and therefore immediately re
turned to fe cure their Wi v es and Children that 
they had Ieft near the French Fort with the Uta
wawas. The Er1glijh and the ir Effeél:s were feized 
without any Oppofition, and were carried to the 
French Fort at 'Ieiodonderaghie. 

The Englifh brought great ~antities of Rum 
with them, (which the Indians love more than their 
Lives) and the French being afraid, that if the lndi
ans took to Drinking, they would grow ungovern· 
~ble, did what they could ta keep them from it. 
They were mofl: concerned that the Putewatemies 
r who had no Know led ge of the Englijh, or of that be
\vitching Liquor, and were firmly attached to the 
1 i·ench) ihould not tafte it. 

'TheUtawawas ftill contrived Delays to the March, 
and having got forne of the Putewatemies priv:a.tely 
by themfelves, they o.ffered them a Cag of Rum, 
and faid : " vVe are ali Brethren, we ought to make 

·· Hiftàry de le Am~rique Septentrionale, par Mr. de la Po
terie, Tome ii. Cap. I 6. 

" one 
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" one Body, and to have one Soul. The French CH A P. 
" invite us to war againft the Pive Nations, with V. 
'' Defign to make us Slaves, and that we fhould '--V--J. 
" make ourfelves the Tools to effeél: it. As foon 
" as they fhall have defl:royed the Pive Nations, 
" they will no longer obferve any Meafures with us, 
" but ufe us like tho fe Beafl:s they tie to their Ploughs. 
" Let us leave them to themfelves, and they will 
'' never be able to accomplifh any Thing againft the 
" Pive Nations." 

But the Putewatemies had entertained fuch Notions 
of the French, as made them deaf to the Politicks of 
the Utawawas. 

The French however grew jealous of thefe Cabal
lings, and therefore refolved to delay their March 
no longer, and would not fray one Day more for 
the Utawawas, who defired only fo much Time to 
pitch their Canoes, and went away without them. 

Mr. '.fonti, Commandant among the Chiéta .. 
ghicks, met with another Party of the Englijh of a
bout thirty Men, in Lake Erie, as he marched with 
the Chicktaghicks and 'I'-wihtwies, and other neigh
bouring Nations, to the general Rcndezvous. He 
fell upon the Engnfh, plundered them, and took 
them Prifoncrs. 'The FrcHch divided ali the Mer
chandize among the Indùms, but kept the Rum to 
themfelves, and got ali drunk. The Deonondadie 
Prifoners, that conduéted the Englifh, joined with 
the Nlihikmtder l;;dzmtJ ths.t \Vere among Mr. 'Ion
ti's Indians (who h~ld pr~vately diffi1aded about 
twenty of the neighbouring iations from going with 

. CJ'onti) and endeavoured to ::rfuade ali the lndians 
to fal1 upon the French, wliile they were drunk, and 
deftroy them ; faying, th.: French are a proud, im
perious, covetous Peopl--, hat feil their Goods at 
an extravagant Priee ; the J"i11glijh are a good na
tured honeft People, and vill furnifh you with e
very Thing at reafonable {ates. But thefe Argu
ments were to no Purpofc, 0r thefe far Indians had 

enter-



{_{h~ HxsTORY of the 
CH A p, entertained an extraordinary Opinion of the French 

V. Power, and knew nothing of the Englijh. 
'-""'-' The French and Putewatemies being gone from 

:feiodonderaghie, the Utawawas began to be afraid of 
the French Refentment, and therefore, the better 
to keep up the Colour they bad put on their Delays, 
marched over Land, with ali poffib1e Expedition, to 
the general Rendczvous near Oniagara, where all 
the French Force, both Chriftians and Indians, was 
to meet. 

The Pive Nations being informed of the French 
Preparations, laid afide their Defign againft the Cf'wih
fwies, and prepared to give the French a warm Re
ception. Upon this the Prieft at Onondaga left 
them, but the Prieft at Oneydo had the Courage to 
ftay. The Senekas came to Albany to provide 
Ammunition, and the Commiffioners made them a 
Prefent of a confiderable ~antity of Powder and 
Lead, befides what they purchafed. They were 
und er a great deal of Concern when they took Leave 
of the Com~iffioners, and faid, " Since we are to 
" expeél: no other Affiftance from our Brethren, 
" we n1uft recommend our Wives and Children to 
"' you, who will fly to you, if any Misfortune fhall 
'' happen tous. It may be we fhall never fee you 
u again ; for we are refolved to behave fo, as our 
" Brethren fhall have no Reafon to be afuamed of 
" us." 

vVe mufl: now return to l'Yionfieur de Nonville's 
Army. 

Monfieur Campag;tie marched eight or ten Days 
be fore the refl: of the Anny, with between two and 
three hundred Cannadians. .As foon as they arrived 
at Cadarackui, they furprifed two Villages of the 
[i/:ve Nations, that were fettled about eight Leagues 
from that Place, to prevent their giving any Intelli
gence to their own Nation of the French Preparati
ons, or of the State of their Army, as it was fiip
pofed they ~did in the laft E.xpedition under Mon-

fleur 
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fieur de la Barre. Thefe People were furprifed when Ca A P. 

they 1eaft expeéted it, and by them from whom y .. 
they feared no Harm, becaufe they had fettled there '-""" raul:.. 

at the Invitation, and on the Faith of the French. 
They were carried in co]d Blood to the Fort, and 

tied to Stakes, to be tormented bv the French Indi-
ans, (Chrifi:ians, as they cali them) while they con-

tinued finging in their country Manner, and up-
braiding the French with their Perfid y and Ingrati-

tude. 
While Monfieur de Nonville was at Cadarackui Fort, 

he had an Account, that the Chicktaghicks and 

'I'wihtwies waited for the 5?2.!,eatoghies and Utawawas 
a• * Lake St. Clair, with whom they defigned to 
march to the general Rendezvous, at the Mouth of 

the Senekas River. For this Expedition was chiefly 

defigned againft the Senekas, who had abfolutely 

refufed to tneet Monfteur de la Barre, and were moft 

firmly attached to the E1Jglijh. The Senekas, for 

this Reafon, were defigned to be made Examples of 

the French Refentment to ail the other Nations of 
J;zdians. 

The Meff'enger having affiued the General, that 

it was Time to depart, in arder to meet with the 

weftern Indians, that came to his Aflifi:ance, he fet 

out the twenty-third of June, and fent one Part of 

his Army in Canoes, along the North Shore of the 

Lake, while he, with the ether Part, paiTed along 

the South, that no Accidents of Wind might pre

vent the one or the ether reaching, within the Time 

appointed, at the Place the lndians were to meet 

him. It happened, by reafon of the good Weather, 

that both arrived on the fame Da y, and joined the 

wefrern l11dians at 'rrondequat, As foon as the Men 

were put on Shore, they hawled up the Canoes, 

and began a Fort, where four hundred Men were 

left to guard the Canoes, and the Baggage. Here a 

,In the Straights b::twecn Lake Erie and ~ato.;.hù Lake. 
,.roung 
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CH A P. 'young Cannadian was fuot to Death, as a Deferteh 

V. for conduél:ing the Englifh into the Lakes, thoug~ ;~~..,the two Nations were not only at Peace, but their 
Kings in ftriél:er Friendfuip than ufual. But this 
Piece of Séverity is not to be wondered at, when 
this War was undertaken, chiefly to put a Stop to 
the Englifh Trade, which now began to extend it
felf far into the Continent, and would in its Confe
quence ruin theirs. The next Day the Army began 
to march towards the chief Village of the Senekas, 
whïch was only feven Leagues diftant, every Man 
carrying ten Bifkets for his Provifion. The Indian 
Traders made the Van with Part of the Indians, the 
other Part marched in the Rear, while the regular 
Troops and Militia compofed the main Body. The 
Army marched four Leagues the firft Day without 
difcoveting any Thing; the next Day the Scouts ad ... 
vanced before the Army, as far as the Corn of the 
Villages, without feeing any Body, though they 
paffed within Piftol-fuot of five-hundred Senekas, 
that lay on their Bellies, and let them pafs and repafs without difl:urbing them. 

On the Report which they made, the French hafl:
ened their March, in hopes to overtake the W omen, 
Children, and old Men ; for they no longer doubt
ed of ail being fied. But as faon as the Fruzch reach
ed the Foot of a HiiJ, about a ~arter of a League from the Village, the Se11ekas fuddenly raifed the 
Warfhout, with a Difcharge of their Fire-arms. 
This put the regular Troops, as weU as the Militia, 
into fuch a Fright, as they marched through the 
Woods, that the Battalions immediately divided, and run to the Right and Left, and, in the Confu-
1ion, fired upon one another. When the Senckas perceived their Diforder, they feil in among the:n 
pell. meil, till the French Indians, 1nore ufed to fuc h 
vVay of fighting, gathered together and repulfed the Senzkas. The re were ( according to the French 
Accounts) a hundred Frencbmen, ten French Indians, 

and 
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'and about fourfcore Sene kas killed, in this Ren- CH A p. 

coon~~ ~ 
Monfieur de Nonville was fo difpirited with the '--.. 4 

F right th at his Men had be~n put into, th at his ln-
di ans could not perfuade htm to purfue. He halted 
the remainder of that Day. The next Day he 
1narched on with Defig1 to bun~ the Village, but 
when he came there, he found tliat the Senekas had 
fa ved him the Trouble ; for they bad laid ali in 
A!hes before they retired. Two old Men only were 
found in the Cafl:le, who were eut into Pieces and 
boiled to make Soup for the French Allies. The 
French flaid five or fix Da ys to deftroy their Corn~ . 
and then marched to two other Villages, at two or 
three Leagues difl:ance. After they had performed 
the ]ike Exploits in thofe Places, they returned to the 
Banks of the Lake. 

Before the French left the Lakes, they built 
Fort of four Baftions at Oniagara, on the South-fide 
of the Straights, between Lake Erie and Cadarackui 
Lake, and left a hundred Men, with eight Months 
Provifions in it. But this Garifon was fo clofely 
blocked up by the Pive Nations, that they ail died 
of Hunger, except feven or eight, who were acci
àentally relieved by a Party of French Indians. 

The weftern Indians, when they parted from the 
French Genera}, made their Harangues, as ufual, in 
which they to1d him, with what Pleafure they faw 
a Fort fo weil placed to faveur their Defigns againft 
the F;ve Nations, and that they relied on his never 
fini!hing the vVar, but with the Deftruél:ion of the 
Pive Nations, or forcing them to abandon their 
Country. He afTured them, th at he would aél: with 
fuch Vigour, that they would foon fee the Pive Na
tiom driven into the Sea. 

~le fent a Detachment of Soldiers to 'I'eiodonde
raghie, and in his Return to Canadc?, which was by 
the North Si de of the L~k.e, he le ft a fufficient 

Number 
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Number of M en, and a ~antity of Provifions, at 
Cadarackui Fort. 

The French having got nothing but dry Blows 
by this Expedition, fent thirteen of the fndians, that 
they furprifed at Cadarackui, to France, as 1'rophies 
of their Viétory, where they were put into the Gal
leys, as Rebels to their King. 

CH A P. VI. 

Colonel Don gan' s .Advice to the Indians. Adario' s 
Enterprize, and Montreal Jacked by the 
Five Nations. 

CH A P. COlonel Dongan, who had the Indian Affairsvery 
VI. much at Heart, met the Pive Nations at Alba-

• ~ • ny as foon as poffible after the French Expedition, 
and fpoke to them on the fifth of Augujl, in the fol
lowing W ords, viz. 

" Bretbren, 
" I am very glad to fee you here in this Houfe, 

" and am heartily glad that · you have fufl:ained no 
~' greater Lofs by the French, though 1 believe it 
'' was their J ntention to deftroy y ou alJ, if they 
'' could have furprifed you in your Cafl:les. 

" As foon as I beard their Defign to war with 
" you, I gave you Notice,. and came up hither my
" felf, that I might be ready to give ail the Affift
" ance and Advice that fo fhort a Time would al
,, low me. 

'' I am now about fending a Gentleman to Eng
" land, to the King, my Mafter, to Jet him know, 
" th at the Frencb have invaded his Terri tories on 
" this Side of the great Lake, and warred upon the 
" Brethren his Subjeéts. I therefore would wil
" lingly know._ whether the Brethren have given 

" the 
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" the Governor of Canada any Provocation or not; CH A P.· 

'' and if they have, how, and in what Mann er ; VI. 
" becaufe I am obliged to gi ve a true Account of~ 
" this Matter. This Bufinefs may caufe a War be-
,, tween t~ King of England and the French King, 
'' both in Europe and he re, and therefore I mu ft 
'' know the 1'ruth. 

'· I know the Governor of Canada clare not enter 
'' into the King of Enx:,land's Territories, in a hoftile 
'' l\1anner, without Provocation, if he thought the 
'' Brethren were the Ktng of EnP;land's Subjeé1:s ; 
" but you have, two or three Years ago, made a 
" Covenn.nt-chain with the French, contrary to my 
" Comn1and, ( w hi ch I knew could not hold long) 
" being void of itfelf among the Chri!hans ; for as 
'' mu ch as Subjeél:s (as y ou are) ought not to treat 
'· with any foreign Nation, it not 1ying in your 
" Power, yon have brought this Trouble on your 
" felves, and, as I believe, this is the only Reafon 
" of their falling on you at this Time. 

" Brethren, I took it very ill, that after you had 
" put yourfelves into the Number of the great King 
" of England's Subjeéts, you fuould ever offer 
" to make Peace or W ar without my Confent. Y ou 
" know that we can live without you, but you cannat 
" live without us. Y ou never found that I told you 
" a Lye, and I offered you the Affiftance you wanted, 
'' provided that you would be ad vifed by me ; for 1 
'' know the French better th an any of y ou do. 

" Now fince there is a War begun upon you by 
" the Governor of Canada, I hope without any 
" Provocation by you given, 1 delire and command 
" you, that you hearken to no Treaty hut by my 
" Advice ; which if you follow, you ihall have the 
" Benefit of the great Chain of Friendlhip between 
" the great King of England and the King of France, 
" which came out of Euglan.l the other Day, and 
" w hi ch 1 have fe nt to Canatla by Anthony le Junard. 
" In the mean Time, I will give y ou fuch Ad vice 
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CH A p. " as will be for y our good ; and will fupply y ou 

VI. " with fuch Neceifaries, as you will have Need 
'-""'v--J '' of. 

" Firfl, My Ad vice is, . asto what Prifoners of 
" the Frencb you fhall take, that y,pu draw not 
'' their Blood, but bring them Home, and keep 
" them to exchange for y our People, w hi ch they 
" have Prifoners already, or may take hereafter. 

" zdly, That if it be poffible, that you can order 
" it fo, 1 would have you take one or two of your 
" wifefi: Sachems, and one or two of your chief Cap
" tains, of each Nation, to be a Council to manage 
" all Affairs of the War. They to give Orders to 
" the refi: of the Officers what they are to do, that 
" y our Defigns ma y be kept private ; for after it 
" cornes among fo many People, it is blazed abroad, 
'' and y our Defigns are often fruftrated ; and thofe 
" chief Men fhould keep a Correfpondence with me 
" by a trufty Meffenger. 

· " 3db', The great Matter under Confidera. 
" tion with the Brethren is, how to ftrengthen 
" themfelves, and weaken their Enemy. My Opi
" nion is, that the Brethren fuould fend Meffengers 
" to the Utawawas, 'I'wihtv;ies, and the Jarther ln
" dimzs, and to fend back likewife forne of the Pri
" foners of thefe Nations, if you have any left, to 
'' bury the Hatchet, and to make a Covenant-chain, 
" that they may put away ali the French that are 
'' among them, and that you will open a Path for 
" them this Way, they being the King of England's 
'' Subjeél:s likewife, tho' the French have been ad
" mitted to trade with them ; for all that the French 
" have in Canada, they had it of the great King of 
" England; that by that Means they may come 
" hither freely, where they may have every Thing 
" cheaper than among the French : That you and 
" they may join together againfl: the French, and 
" make fo firm a League, that whoever is an Ene
" my to one, muil: be to both. 

2 4thly, Ano-
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" 4thly, Another Thing of Concern is, that you CH A P. 

" ought to do what you can to open a Path for ail VI. 
" the North Indians and Mahikanders, that are a-~ 
" mong the Utawawas and further Nations! I will 
" endeavour to do the fame to bring them I-Iome ; 
" for, they not daring to return I-lome your Way, 
" the French keep them there on purpofe to join 
'' with the other Nations againfl: you, for your De-
,, fl:ruél:ion ; for you know, th at one of them is 
" worfe than fix of the others ; therefore all Means 
" muft be ufed to bring then1 Home, and ufe them 
~' kindly as they pafs through your Country. 

" sthly, My Ad vice f 1rther is, that Me!fengers 
" go, in behalf of ali the Fi·ve Nations, to the Cbrif
" tian Indians at Canada, to perfuade them to come 
" Home to their native Country. This will be an
,, other great Means to weaken your Enemy ; but 
'' if they will not be advifed, you know what to do 
" with them. 

" 6thly, I think it very neceffary, for the Brethren's 
" Security and Affifl:ance, and to the endamaging the 
'' French, to build a Fort upon the Lake, where I 
" may keep Stores and Provifions, in Cafe of Ne
" ceffity ; and therefore I would have the Brethren 
" let me know what Place will be moft convenient 
" for it. 

" 7thly, I would not have the Brethren keep 
" their Corn in their Cafl:Ies, as I hear the Onon
'' dagas do, but bury it a great Way in the 
'' Woods, where few People may know where it 
" is, for fear of fuch an Accident as has happened to 
" the Senekas. 

" 8tbly, I have given my Advice in your General 
" A!fembJy by Mr. Dirk lVejfels, and Akus the In
" terpreter, how y ou are to manage y our Parties, 
" and how neceffiuy it is to get Prifoners, to ex· 
'' change for your own Men that are Prifoners with 
'' the French ; and 1 am glad to hear that the Bre
'' thren are fo united, as Mr. Dirk lVcjJe!s tells me 
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C H A p. " you are, and that the re are no rotten Members 

VI. " nor French Spies among you. 
'--v--l " 9tb!y, The Brethren may remember my Ad

" vice, which I fènt you this Spring, not to go to 
'' Cadarackui ; if you had~ they would ·have ferved 
" you as they did y our People that came from hunt
" ing thither ; for 1 tofd you then, that I knew the 
'' }rench better than you did. 

" Iothg', There was no Advice or Propofition 
" that I made to the Brethren, all the Time that the 
" Priefl: lived at Onondaga, but what he wrote to 
" to Canada, as I fou nd by oce of his Letters, which 
" he gave to an Indian to carry to Canada, but which 
" was brought hither; therefore I defi re the Brethren 
" not to receive him or any French Priefl any more, 
'' havir1g fent tor Englijh Priejl.r, with whom you 
" may be fupp1ied to your Content. 

" 1 Ithly, I would have the Brethren look out 
" iharp, for Fear of being furprized. I believe ali 
" the Strength ot the French will be at their Fton
" tier Places, •uiz. at Cadarackui and Oniagara, 
" where they have built a Fort now, and at 'Troies Ri
" ·vieres, Montreal, and Chambly. 

" I 2thb', Let me put y ou in Mi nd aga in, not to 
" make any Treaties without my Means, which will 
" be more ad vantageous for y ou, than your doing 
" it by yourfelves, for then you will be looked upon 
" as the King of England's Subjeél:s, and let me know, 
" from Time to Time, every Thing that is done. 

" Thus far 1 have fpoken to you relating to the 
"War. 

Then he ch id them for their Breach of Faith with 
"Vù~9;inia. f-Ie told them, that he was informed, that 
Jafi Spring they bad killed a fine Gentleman, with 
forne others ; and that a Pany of the Oneydoes was 
now there at the f-lead of 'rames River, with Inten· 
tion to defiroy ail the Indians thereabout. They 
had taken fix Prifoners, whom he ordered the1n to 
bring to him, to be refiored ; and that for the fu

ture 
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ture they fhould deufl: from doing any In jury to the CH A P. 

People of Virginia, or thdr Indians, otherwife ali VI. 
the Englifh wculd unite to defiroy them. But at the~ 
fame time he freed the Stnekas from any Biarne,. 
and commended them as a hrave and honefl: People, 
who never had clone any Thing contrary to his Or-
ciers, except in making that unlucky Peace with the 
French, tluee Years ago. 

Laflly, He recommencled to them, not to fuffer 
their People to be drunk rluring the War: A Sol
dier thereby (he faid) lofes his Reputation, becaufe 
of the Advantages it will give the Enemy over
him. 

This honefl: Gentleman earnefi:l y purfued the In
tereft of his Country; but it feems his Meafures were 
not agree·1ble to thofe his Mafl:er had taken with 
the ~French King ; for he had Orders to procure a 
Peace for the French on their own Terms, and was 
{oon after this removed from his Government. In
deed fuch an aél:ive, as well as prudent Governo.r 
of New-York, could not he acceptable to the French, 
who had the univc:-fal Monarchy in View, in Ame
rica as well as in Europe. 

The great Difpute between Coll. Dungan and the 
French was in this, that Coll. Dungan would force 
the French to apply to him, in ali Affairs relating to 
the Five Nations, and the French would treat with 
them independently of the ·Engl~fb. For this Reafon 
Coll. Dzmgan refufc:d any AŒftance to the French., 
till they, hy fuch Application, iliould acknowledge 
the Dependance of the Fh•e Nations on the Crown 
of England. But King ]mnes orclered him to give up 
this Point ; and that he fhould perfuade the Five 
Nations to fend to Canada, to receive Propofals from 
the French Governor; and for this Purpofe, f01·ced 
them to agree to a Cdfation of Arrns, till their De
puties ibould go and return from Canada ; and that 
they iliould, in rhe mean Time, deliver up· all the 
Prifoners they had taken from the French; and that 
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CH A p. no Accident might prevent this, and blafl: fo fa

VI. vourable an Opportunity of making Peace to the 
'-v--1 befl: Advantage, Monfr. De Nonville fent his Orders 

to ail his Officers in the Indian Countries, to obferve 
a Ceffation of Arms, till the Amba«ador of the Pive 
Nations fhould meet him at Montreal, as they had 
given him Reafon to expeél: they would in a little 
Time, to conclude the Peace in the ufual Form. 

In the mean Time, Adario, the Chief of the 
Deonondadies, finding that his Nation was become 
fufpeéted by the French, fince the Time they had 
fhewn fo much Inclination to the Englijh, when they 
attempted to trade at Mijfilimakinak, refolved, by 
forne notable Aéî:ion againfl: the Pive Nations, tore
caver the good Graces of the French. 

For this Purpofe, he marched from Mi.flilimakinak, 
at the Head of a Hundred Men ; and that he might 
aét with the more Security, he took Cadarackui Fort 
in his Way for Intelligence: The Commandant in· 
formed him, that Monfr. De Nonville was in Hopes 
of concluding a Peace with the Pive Nations, and 
expeél:ed their Amba.ffadors in eight or ten Days at 
Montreal for that Purpofe, and therefore defired 
him to return to Mijjilimakinak, without attempting 
any Thing that might obftruél: fo good a Defign. 

The Indian being furprifed with this News, was 
under great Concern for his Nation, which he was 
afraid wonld be facrificed to the French Interefr, but 
dilfembled his Concern before the French Officer. 
He went from Cadarackui, not to return home as the 
Commandant thought, but to wait for the Ambaf-

, fadors of the Five Nations, near one of the Falls of 
Cadarackui River, by which he knew thèy mufl: pafs. 
He did not lurk there above four or five Days, be
fore the Deputies came guarded by forty young Sol
diers, who were all furprifed, and kiJled or taken 
Prifoners. As foon as the Prifoners were all fecured, 
the cunning Deonondadi told them, " That he 
" having been informed, by the Governor of Canada, 

" that 
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" that fifty Warriors of their Nation were to pafsCH A P. 

" this Way about this Time, he had fecured this VI. 
" Pafs, not doubting of intercepting them. ~ 

The Ambaffadors being much furprifed at the 
French Perfid y, told .Adario the Defign of their Jour
ney, who, the better to play · his Part, feemed to 
grow mad and furious, declaring againft Monfr. 
De Nonville, and faid he would, forne time or other, 
be revenged of him, for making a Tool of him, to 
commit fuch horrid Treachery. Then lookingfl:edfaft
Iy on the Prifoners (among whom Dekanefora was the 
principal Ambaffador) Adario faid to them, Go, m~ 
Brethren,I unty your Bonds, and fend you home again, 
tho' our Nations be at War: The French Governor 
has made me commit fo black an Aétion, that I fhall 
never be eafy after it, till the }!,.ve Nations fhall have 
taken full Revenge. 

This was fufficient to perfuade the Ambaffadors of 
the Truth of what he faid, who affured him, that 
he and his Nation might make their Peace when they 
pleafed. Adario loft only one Man on this Occafion, 
and would keep a Satana Pri{oner ( adopted into the 
Pive Nations) to fill up his Place. Then he gave 
Arms, Powder and Ball to the refl: of the Prifoners, 
to enable them to return. . 

The Ambaff.:tdors were chiefly, if not all, Onon
dagas, and One)'doe.r, who had be en long und er the 
Influence of the f:"~"ench Priefl:s., and fl:ill retained an 
Affetl:ion to them; but this Adventure thoroughly 
changed their Thought~, and irritated them fo 
heartily againft the French, that all the Pive Nations 
profecuted the War unanimoufiy. 

Adario · delivered the Slave (his Prifoner) to. the 
French at Mijfi!imakinak, who to keep up the Enmi
ty between the Deonondadics and the Pive Nations, 
ordered him to be ihot to Death. /Jdario called one 
of the Pive _Nàtions, who had been long a Prifoner, 
to be an Eye Witnefs of his Countryman's Death, 
then bid him make his Efcape to his own Country, 
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CH A P. to give anAccount of the French Cruelty, from which VI. it was not in his Power to fave a Prifoner, he him"-v--' felf had t~ken. 

This heightned the Rage of the Five Nations fo, that Monfr. De Non'uille's fending to difown Adario in this Aél:ion, had no Effeél: upon them ; their Breafl:s admitted of no Thoughts but that of Revenge. 1t was not long before the French felt the bloody Effeél:s of this cruel Paillon, for 1200 Men of the Pive Nations invaded the Hland of Montreal, when the French bad no Sufpicion of any fuch Attempt, while Monfr. De Nonville and his Lady were in that Town. They landed on the South Side of the Ifland, at La Chine, on the 26th of July 1688, where they burnt and facked ail the Plantations, and made a terrible Maffacre of Men, Women, and Children. The French were under Apprehenfion of the Town's being attack'd, for which Reafon, they durft not fend out any confiderable Party to the Relief of the Country, only once, when the Indians bad blocked up two Forts, Monfr. De Nonville fent out a hundred Soldiers, and fifty Indians, to try to bring off the Men in thofe Forts. The French of this Party were all either taken or eut to Pieces, except one Soldier, and the commanding Officer, who, after he bad his Thighs broke, was carried off by twelve Indians that made their Efcape. There were above a Tho• ta nd of the French killed at this Time, and twenty-fix were carried away Prifoners, the greateft Part of which were burnt alive. The Five Nations only loft three Men on this Expedition, that got drunk and were left behind. This, however, did not fatiate their Thirft after Blood, for, in Oétober following, the;y defl:royed likewife ali the lower Part of the Ifland, and carried away many Prifoners. The Confequence of thefe Expeditions were very difmal to the Frmch, for they were forced to burn thcir two Barks, which they bad on Cadarackzti Lake, and to abandon their Fort there ; they defigned to 
2 have 
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have blown up their W orks, wh en they left tliat CH A p~ 
Place; and for that End left a lighted [VJatch where VI. 
the Powder lay, but were in fuch a Fright, that \/VV 
they durfl: not fray to fee what Effeét it had. They 
went down Cadt?rackui River in feven Birch Canoes; 
and for grea ter Security, tra velled in the Night. 
One of the Canoes, with all the Men in it, were loft, 
by the ir Precipitation, as they paffed one of the Falls 
in that River. The Fivt Nations hearing the French 
bad deferted Cadarackui Fort, fifty Indians went and 
took Poffeffion of it, who found the Match the 
French haù left, which bad gone out, and twenty 
e1ght Barrels of Powder in the fame Place, together 
with feveral other Stores. 

The News of the Succefs the Pive Nations had 
over the French foon fpread itfelf among all the ] ,!di
ans, and put the French Affairs every where into the 
greatefl: Diforder. 

The Utawawas had always !hewn an Inclination 
to the Englijh, and they therefore immed.J.te y 1ènt 
openly four Sachem.~, with three Prifoners of the 
Smekas, which they had, to affure them, that they 
would for ever renounce ail .Friendfhip with the 
French, and promifed to refl:ore the reft of the 
Prifoners. They alfo included feven Nations, that 
lived near Mijfi!imakinak, in this Peace. 

This put the French Commandant there under the 
greatefl: Difficulty to maintain his Pofl: ; but there 
was no Choice, he muÎt O:and his Ground, for the 
Fiv.? Nations had eut off ali Hopes of retiring. 

The Ncpairirzians and Kikabous, of all their nu me
rous Allies, ·anly remained firm to the French; eve
ry one of the others endeavoured to gain the Friend
ihip of the Pive Nations ; and would certainly have 
done it, by murdering all the french among them, 
had not the Sieur Pero-t, with wonderful Sagacity 
and eminent I-Iazard to his own Perfon, diverted 
them. 

Canada 
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G H A p. Canada was now in a mo ft miferab1e Condition, 

VI. for while the greateft Number of their Men had 
~ been employed in the Expedition againft the Pive 

Nations, and in trading among the far Nations, and 
making new Difcoveries and Settlements, Tillage 
and Hufbandry had been negleéted ; and they lofi: 
feveral Thoufands of their Inhabitants, by the conti· 
nual Incurfions of fmall Parties, fo that none durft 
hazard themfel v es out of for ti fied Places ; indeed, it 
is hard to conceive what Diftrefs the French were 
then und er, for tho' they were every w here almoft 
ftarving, they could not plant nor fow, or go from 
one Village to another for Relief, but with imminent 
Danger of having their Scalps carried away by the 
fculking lndians; at Iaft the whole Country being 
laid wafte, Famine began to rage, and was like to 
have put a miferable End to that Colony. 

If the lndians had underfl:ood the Method of at
tacking Forts, nothing couJd have preferved the 
French from an entire Deftruétion at this Time; for 
w hoever confiders the State of the Indian .l\.ffairs during 
this Period, how the Pive Nations were divided in 
their Sentiments and Meafures; that the Onondagas, 
Cayugas, and Ont)'does, under the Influence of rhe 
French Jefuites, were diverted from profecuting the 
War agaînfl: Canada, by the Jefuites cunningly fpi
riting up thofe three Nations againft the Virginia 
Indians, and perfuading them to fend out their Par
ties that Way: That thç Senekas had a War at the 
fame Time upon their I':!ands with three numerous 
Indian Nations, the Utawawas, Chicktaghicks, and 
'f wihtwies; and th at the Meafures the E11glijh ob
ferved all King ]ames's Reign, gave the Indians 
rather Grounds of Jealoufy than Affiftance : 'I fay, 
whoever confiders ail thefe Things, and what the 
FiveNations did aétually perform, under ail thefe Dif
advantJges againft the French, will hardly doubt, 
that the Five Nations by themfelves were at that 
Time an Overmatch for the French of Canada. 

TIIE. 
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E 
To th SECOND PART. 

~HE former Part of this Hijiory was ·written at New
L~ t York in the Tear 1 72 7, on Occajion of a Difpute which 

then happened, between the Government of New-York and 
fome Merchants. 'J'he French of Canada had the whole Fur 
'l'rade with the Weftern Indians in their Hands, and weFe 
fopplied with their woollen Goods from New-York. Mr. Bur
net, who took more Pains to be informed of the lnterefl of the 
People he was Jet over, and of making them ufeful to their 
Mother Country, than Plantation Governors ufual!y do, took the 
'1rouble of perufing all the Regi.fters of the Indian Affairs on this 
Occajion. He from thence conceived of what Confequence the Fur 
CJ'rade witl; the W eftern Indians was of to Great-Britain ; 
that as the Englifh had the Fur 'rrade to Hudfon's Bay given 
ttp to them, by the :freaty of Utrecht, Jo, by the Advantages 
which the Province of New-York bas in its Situation, they 
nzight be able to draw the whole Fur 'l'rade in the other 
Parts of America to themftlves, and thereby the Englilh en
grofs that 'l'rade, and the Manufaélories depending on it. 

For this Purpofe he thought it necejjary to put a Stop to 
the 'l'rade between New-York and Canada, by wbich the 
French fupplied themftlves with the mofl valuable and ne
cej[tzry Commodities for ihe Indian Market, mtd to Jet the In
habitants of this Province on trading direftly witb the lndians. 
Bejides the Conjideration of Profit and Gain, he conjidered what 
Influence this Trade bad on the numerous Nations of lndians 
living on the vaft Continent of North-America, and who fur
round the Britifh Colonies ; of wbat Advantage it migbt be of, 
if the_,v were injluenced by the Englifh in Cafe of a War with 
France ; and how prejudicwl, on the other Hand, if they were 
direfted by French Counftls. 

'l'he Legijlature of New-York -;.oas (oon convinced of the 
Juflnefs of his Reafonilzg, and pt'{Pd an .dl!, prohibiting the 
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9:rade to Canada, and for encouraging the ~rade direélly with 
the lndians. 'Ihey were likewift at the Charge of building a 
fortified tradùzg Houfe at Ofwego, on Cadarackui Lake, and have ever fince maintained a Garifon. there. As this Aft did 
in its Con[equence take a large Profit from one or two con-fiderable Merchants, who bad the c_r'rade to Canada intirely in 
t'heir Hands, they endeavoured to raife a Clamour againfl it in 
the Province, and prefented likewife Petitions to the King, in 
Order to get the Aft repealed. Upon this Occqjion Mr. Bur
net gave me the Perufal of the Public le Regifter of Indian Af
fairs, and it was thought the Publication of the Hijlory of the 
Five Nations might be of Uje at that fJ'imt. 

1 jhall on!J add, that Mr. Burnet's Scbeme has had it.r defi
red Ejfefl : The Englifu have gained the c_r'rade whzcb the 
French, before that, had with the lndians to the Wtflward of 
New-York; and whereas, before that 'Iime, a very inc01!fide
rable Number of Men were employed in the Indian 'Irade A
broad, now above three hundred Men are employed at the 'Ira
ding Houft at Ofwego alone; and the lndian 'Irade has fince 
tt.;t :fime year!y increafed Jo Jar, tbat ftveral lndian Nations 
come now every Summer to trade thert, whofe Names were not fo much as known by the Englilh before. 

crhis Hijl:ory, from New-York, foon went to England, and 1 bave !Jeen infcrmed, that a Publication, with .a Continuance of that Work, would be acceptable there. I have the more 
chearful!y complied with this Notice, becaufe of the War threat
ened from France, believing tbat a Publication of this Kind 
;-nay be ufeful, wbether the prefent Inquietudes 'between the two 
Nations end ùt a War or in a Cf'reaty. The French have en
couroged flveral Publications of this Sort at Paris, and cer
tain{y fitch may be more ufeful in a Britifh. Governmmt, wbere 
the People have Jo great a Sbare in it, than it can be in a 
French Government, mtirely diretled by the Will of tbeir Prince. 

1 now continue this Hi.flory to the Peace of Refwick, and if 1 
find this acceptable, and that a farther Continuation of it be 
dtjired, I jhall, if my Life and Health be preferved, carry it 
down farther ; but as 1 bave too much Reafon to doubt my own 
/l!Jility, to Kive that Pleafure and Satisfatlion which the Pub
Jù·k may o.petl in Thù1Ks thus fubmitted to tbeir Piew, I think 
zt not juj!ifiab!e to trouble them with too much at Qnce. 

THE 
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H I S T 0 y · 
0 F THE 

FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, 

DEPENDING 

On the PR»vrNcE of NEW .. rORK. 

P ART II. 

'l'he Hijlory of the Five Jndian Nations of Ca
nada, from the 'rime of the Revolution to the 
Peace ifRefwick. 

C H A P. ·1. 

'l'he State of Affairs t'n New-York andCanada, 
at the 'l't'me of the Revolution in Great-
Britain. · 

W E left the Pive Nations triumphing over CH A p, 

the French in Canada, and they almoft re- I. 
duced to Defpair. The Revolution, which \...oo-oy a 

happened at this Time in England, feemed to be a 
favourable Conjunél:ion for the Pive Nations ; the 
Englijh Colonies, by the War at that Time declared 

againft 



The HisTORY of the 
CH A P. againft France, becoming Parties in their ~arrel: 1. For one will be ready to think, that the Five Nati-'-=---' --4 ons being by themfeives tao powerful for the French, as appears by the preceding Chapter, w hen thefe were a!1i!led by the Utawawas, ~uatoghies, Twihtwies, Chiétaghicks, Puteu:atemies, and all the Wef tern lndian Natio·ns, and when the Englifh ftood neuter ; now certain] y, wh en not only ali thefe Indian Nations had made Peace with the Pive Nations, but the Englifh joined with them in the W ar, the French would not be able to ftand one Campaign. But we fhall find w hat a Turn Aff airs took, contrary to ail reafonable Expeétations, from the general Appearance of Things, and of what Importance a refolute wife Governor is to the well-being of a People, and how prejudicial Divificns and Parties are. For this Reafon, it will be neceffary to take a View of the Publick Affairs in the Province of New-York, and in Canada, at that Time, in arder to underfl:and the true Caufes of the Alterations, which afterwards happened in Faveur of the French. 

The Revolution occafioned as great Divifions and Parties in the Province of New-York, in Proportion to the Number of People, as it did in Britc!in, if not greater. The Governor and ali the Officers either fied or abfconded ; the Gentlemen of the King's Council, and fame of the moft confiderable or richeft People, either out of Love, or what they thought Duty, to King James, or rather from an Opinion they bad that the Prince of Orange could not fucceed, refufed to join in the Declaration the People made in favour of that Prince, and fuffered the Adminifl:ration to fall into different Hands, who were more zea]ous for the Protefiant Interefl:, and who were joined by the far greate!l Number of the Inhabitants. After the Revolution was efl:ablilhed, they that had appeared fo warmly for it, thought that 
they 
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they deferved beft of the Government, and ex- C H A p. 

petl:ed to be continued in the Publick Offices ; the I. 

others were zealous to recover the Authority they~ 

had loft, and ufed the mofl: perfua!ive Means with 

the Governors for that Purpofe, while the former 

trufted to their Merit. This begat great Animofi-

ties, which continued many Y ears. Each Party, 

as they were at different Times favoured by feveral 

Governors, oppofed ail the Meafures taken by the 

other, while each of them were by Turns in Credit 

with the Peoplè or the Governor, and fometimes e-

ven profecuted each other to Death. The publick 

Meafureswere hy thefe Means perpetually fluél:uating, 

and often one Day contradiél:ory to what they were 

the Day before. The fucceeding Governors, find-

ing their private Account in favouring fometimes 

the one Party, and at other Times the other, kept 

up the Animoflties ali King ff/illiam's Reign, though 

very much to the publick Prejudice; for each Party 

was this while fo cager in refenting private Injuries, 

that thev intirely negleél:ed the publick Good. 

The Conftitution of Government in the Engl~lh 

Plantations, where the Governors have no Salary, 
but w hat they can attain with the Confent of the 

Alfemblies or Reprefentatives of the People, gave 

Occafion to imprudent Governors to fall upon thefe 

Expedients, as they fometimes call them, for get

ting of Money. And a prevailing Faétion, knowing 

for what Purpofe the Governments in America were 

chiefly defired by the Englifh Gentlemen, ufed this 

great Privilege to te:npt a Governor to be the Head 

of a Party, wh en he ought to have been the Head 

of the Government. lndeed New-York has had the 

Misfortune, too frequent! y, to be und er fuch as 

could not keep their Paffion for Money fecret, 

though none found it fo profitable a Government, 

as they did who followed ftriél:ly the true Maxims 

of governing, without making Money the only Rule 

of their Aétions. 
The 



'l'he HrsTORY of the 
CH A p~ The frequent Changes ofGovernors were likewife 

. I. prejudicial to the publick Affairs. Colonel Slaugh· 
.'- ~ 

1 

ter, the firfl: Governor after the Revolution, hap- · 
pened to die faon after his Arrivai, when fteady, 
as weil as refolute Meafures, were moR: necelfary. 
But forne think, that the Occafion of aH the Mis
fortunes lay in the :\Vant of Care in the Choice of 
Governors, when the Affairs of America wanteà a
ble Hands to manage them; they think that the 
Miniftry had the faving of Money chiefly in View, 
w hen, to gratify forne fm ali Services, they gave 
Employments in America to thofe that were not ca~ 
pable of much meaner Offices at Home. The O
pinion the People had of Colonel Slaughter's Capaci
ty gave ground to thefe Surmifes ; but, if it was fo, 
it happened to be very ill faved Money ; for the 
Mifmanagements in this Country occalioned far 
greater Expence to the Crown afterward~, than 
would have bought fuch Gentlemen handfome E
fiates, befides the great LotTes they occafion ed to 
the Subjeél:s. 

The greateft Number of the Inhabitants of the 
Province of New-York being Dutch, ftill retained an 
Affeél:ion to their Mother Country, and by their 
Averfion to the Englijh weakened the Adlniniftrati
on. The common ~eople of Albany, who are. aH 
Dutch, could not forbear giving the Indians fom~ ill 
Impreffions of the Englijh ; for the Mohawks) in 
one of their publick Speeches, expre.lfed themfelves 
thus: '' We hear a Dut ch Prince reigns now in E1zg
'' land, why do you fuffer. the Englijh Soldiers to 
" remain in the Fort? put ail tbe Englijh out pf 
" the Town. When the Dutch held this Country 
" long ago, we lay in their Houfes ; but the Eng
" lifh have always made us lie without Doors." It 
is true, that the Plantations were firft fettled by the 
meaneft People of every Nation, and fuch as had 
the 1eaft Senfe of any Honour. The Dutcb firft 
Settlers, many of them I may fay, had none of the 

V ir tues 
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Virtues of th~ir Countrymen, except their Induilry CH A P. 

in getting Mo ney, and they facrificed every Thing, I. 
other People think honourable or moft facred, to 
their Gain : But I do not think it proper to give 
particular Infl:ances of this. 

The People of New-England were engaged in a 
blood y W ar at this Time with the Owenagungas, 
Ouragies, and Ponacoks, the Inâians that lie hetween 
them and the French St:ttlements. The Scahkooks 
were origin,dly Part of thefe Indians. They left 
the ir Coun~ry about the Y ear 167 2, and fettled a· 
bove Alban)', on the Branch of Hudfon' s River that 
runs towards Cmzada. The People of New-Eng
land were jealous of the ScahkoQk lndians, that they 
remembe1 ing the o ld Difference they had with the 
People of New England, and the Relation they bore 
to the Eajlern lnJians, did countenance and affifl 
thefe Ind!ans in the W ar againft New England. They 
had Rea fon for thefe J ealoufies, for the Scahkook In
dians received privately forne Owmagunga Melfen
gers, and kept their coming among them fecret 
from the People of Albany ; and forne Scahkooks had 
gone private1y to the Owenagungas. They were a~ 
fraid likewife, that the Mohawks , might have forne 
Inclination to favour thofe Indians, becaufe forne of 
the Eaflern Indians had fled to the Mokaw.ks, and 
were kinàly received by them, and Iived among 
them. 

Notwithflanding ali thefe Failures of good PO
licy, in the Government of N ew-York, the Freuch 
had not gained fo great Advantages, if they had not 
carcful1y o 1ferved a different Condutl:, which it is 
now necefTary to confider. 

Canada was at this Time in a very diflreffed Gon- . 
dition, the Country and out Plantations burnt and 
defiroyed, their Trade intirely at a ftat d, gr at 
N umbers of the ir People fla in, and the remainder 
in danger of perifhing by Famine, as weil as by the 
Sword of inveterate cruel Enc :.,s, When fuch 

Mis for-



1 

96 The H!sToRY of the 
Ca~A P. Misfortunes happen to a Country, undcr any Ad-

J. minifrration, though in Truth the Conduét of Af-
'--v--1 fairs be not to be blamed, it is often prudent to 

change the Minifrers; for the common People never 
fail to biarne them, notwithfl:ar.dir.g their having 
aéted with the greatefi: Wifdom, and therefore can
nat fo foon recover their Spirits, that are funk by. 
Misfortunes, as by putting their Affairs into different 
Hands. 

For thefe Reafons, it is probable, the French 
King recalled Mr. de Nonville, but rewarded him for 
his Services, by an honourable Employment in the 
Houfhold. The Count de Frontenac was fent in 
his Place. This Gentleman had been formerly Go
vernor of that Country, and was perfeétly acquaint
ed with its Interefr ; of a Temper of Mi nd fitted to 
fuch defperate Times, of undaunted Courage, and 
indefatigable, though in the fixty-eighth ~ ear of his 
Age. The Count de Frontenac arrived the fecond of 
Oétober 1689. The Country imrnediately received 
new Li fe by the Arri val of a Perfon, of who fe 
Courage and Conduét every one had entertained a 
high Opinion. Care was taken to increafe this Im
preffion on the Minds of the People, by making 
publick Rejoicings with as much Noife as poffible. 
He wifely improved this new Life, by immediately 
entering upon Aétion, without [uffering their Hopes 
to grow cold. He ftaid no longer at §0ebeck, than 
was neceifary to be informed of the prefent State of 
Affairs, and in four or five Days after his Arrivai 
fet out in a Canoe for Jvlontreal, where his Prefence 
was moft neceifary ; and the Winter was already fo 
far advanced, that the lee made it impraélicable to 
go in a larger V eifel. By this the old Gentleman 
i_ncreafed the Opinion and Hopes the People enter
tained of him, that, without flaying- to refre1h him
fe]f after a fatiguing Sea-Voyage, he would imme
diate! y undertake another, that required all the Vi
gour and Heat ·of Y ou th to withfl:and the lncle-

mencies 
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menties of the Climate and Seafon, and the Diffi- C nA P. 

culty of fuch a Paifage. I. 
When the Count de Frontenac came to Montreal,~ 

he increafed the Admiration the People had of hîs 
Vigour and Zeal, by pretending to go to vifit Ca-
Jarackui Fort, now abandoned, which he had built 
in the Time he was formerly Go vern or. The Clergy 
and People of Montreal came jointly with ftretched 
out Arms, reprefehting the Danger of fuch an At-
tempt, and the Difficulties and Hardfhips that would 
necelfarily attend it, praying him not to expofe a 
Life that was fo neceifary for the ir Safety. He, 
with feeming Reluétance, yielded to their Intrea-
ties ; I fay with feeming Reluél:ance, for it was in
confifl:ent with his Prudence really to have fuch a 
Defign. This Shew of the Governor's offering to 
go in Perfon, animated forne of the Gentlemen of 
the Country, who voluntarily went in the Winter, 
with one Hundred Indian Traders, to vi fit that Fort; 
and finding it in better Condition than they ex-
peéted, by the Report of tho fe who bad abandoned 
it, they ftaid there, and made forne fmall Repara-
tions in the W ails, w hich the Inditms bad thrown 
down. 

The Count de Frontenac brought back with him 
t1awerahet, a Capiga Sacbem. one of the thirteen Pri
foners that Mr. de Nonville took at Cadarackrti, 
and fent to France. I-le was in Hopes this Indian 
would be ufeful in procuring a Tteaty of Peace with 
the Pive Nations, for they had an extraordinary 
Opinion of 'Iawerahet ; and the French had found, 
by fad Experience, that they could not be Gainers 
by continuing the War: For this Purpofe the Count 
ufed Tawerahet with much Kindnefs, during his 
Voyage, and, after he arrived at ~ebeck, lodged 
him in the Caftle under his own Roof, and took fuch 
Pains with this Sachem, that he forgot ail the ill U fage 
he had formerly received. 

---H Th 



8 7'he HxsTORY of the 
CH A P. The French bad the more Reafon to de1ire a 

I. Peace with the Pive Nations, becaufe they knew, 
~th at they would now certain! y have the Englifh 

Colonies likewife upon them; and if the Pive Na
tions bad been able to do fo mu ch Mifchief by them
felves alone, they were much more to be feared, 
when they would be affifted, in ali Probability, with 
the Foree and lntereft of the Englifh Colonies. 

Four Indians of lefs Note, who were brought 
back along with rawerahet, were immediately dif
patched, in this Sachem's Name, to the Pive Nati
ons, to inform them of his Return, and of the kind 
Ufage they had received from the Count de Fronte
nac ; and to prefs them ta fend forne to vifit their 
old Friend, who had been fo kind ta them when 
he was formerly Governor of Canada, and who ftill 
retained an Affeétion to the Pive Nations ; as ap
peared by the Kindnefs 'I'awerahet and they had re
ceived fr01n him. This was the only Method left 
to the French of making Propofals of Peace, which 
it was their Intereft by all Means to procure. 

The Governor of Canada, as I faid, conceived 
that there was no Way fa proper to keep up the 
Spirits of the People, who had got new Life by his 
Arrivai, as by putting them upon Aétion ; and in
deed their prefent miferable Condition made them 
forward enough, to undertake the mofl: defperate 
Enterprize, when the frequent Incurfions of the In
dians made it as dangerous to be at Home, as to at
tack the Enemy Abroad. 

For this Purpofe he fent out three Parties in the 
Winter; one was defigned againft New-York, the 
other againft Conneéiicut, and the laft againft New
England. 

The Pive Nations followed Colonel Dzmgan's Ad
vice, in endeavouring to bring cff the W eflern In
dions from the French, and had all the Succefs 
that could be expeéted, before Mr. de }}onteïzac ar
rived. 

They 
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·They were overjoyed when they heard, that the CH A p ~ 

Englijh bad entered into War with the french, and 1. 
came feveral Times to Albany to know the Certainty ~ 
of it, while it was only rumoured about. The 
People of J.1lbany delired them to fecure any of the 
praying Indians that fhot~ld come from Canada, if 
they found that they were ftill ruled by the Priefts ; 
but to encourage them, if they came with a Defign 
to return to their own Country. 

The Senekas, Cayugas, Onondagas, and Oneydoes,· 
the twenty feventh of 'june 1ô89, before any Go
vernor arrived, renewed the old Co venant (as they 
faid) which was firfl: made many Years ago with 
c.ne 'l'agues, who came with a Ship into their River. 
'' Th en we firft became Brethren, faid they, and conti
'' nued fo till Jaft fall, that Sir Edmond Androfs came 
" and made a new Chain, by calling us Children ; but 
" let us ftick to the old Chain, which bas conti
,, nued from the firft Time it was made, by which 
'' we became Brethren, and have ever fince always 
" behaved as fuch. l/irginia, Maryland, and New
'' England, have been taken into this filver Chain, 
" with which our Friendlhip is locked fafl:. We 
" are now come to make the Chain clear and bright. 
" Here they gave two Bevers." 

King James, a little before his Abdication, fent 
over Sir Edmond Androfs with arbitrary Powers, and 
he, in Imitation of the French, changed the Stile 
of fpeaking to the Indians, of which they were 
very fenfi.bL. 

'they difcO\'cred a great Concern for their People 
that were carried to Canada ; they long hoped (they 
faid) th at the King of E11gland would have been 
powertùl enough to deliver them, but now they 
began to lofe ail Hopes of them. 

II 2 C li A P. 
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CH A P. II. 

A 'Ireaty bet'iveen the Agents of Maffachufet's 
Bay, New-Plymouth, and Conneél:icut, and 
the Sachems of the Five Nations, at Albany, 
in the Year 1689. 

CHA P.ABOUT the Beginning of September I68g, 
II. Colonel John Pynchon, Major 'John Savage, 

! Y-=-' and Captain Jonathan Bull'j Agents for the Colonies 
of Maffachufet's Bay, New-Plymouth, and Connetiicut., 
arrived at Albany, to renew the Friendihip with 
the Five .Nations, and to engage them againfl: the 
Eaflern Indians, who made War on the Englijh 
of thofe Colonies, and were fupported by the 
French. 

The Pive NationJ had received four Meffengers 
fron1 the Ea.ftern Indians, which gave the People of 
New-Eng!and forne Apprehenfions, and they were 
therefore defirous to know what Reception thefe 
Meff'engers had met with. 

The Pive Nations anf wered by 'I ahajadoris, a Mo
hawk Sachem, on the twenty fourth of September. 
He made a long Oration, repeating ail that the A
gent from New-England had faid, the Day before~ 
and defired them to be attentive to the Anfwer now 
to be made to them. They commonly repeat over 
ali that has been faid to them, before thev return 
any Anfwer, and one may be furprized at th~ Exaé1:
nefs of thefe Repetitions. They take the follow
ing Method to affifl: their Memories: T'he Sachem., 
who prefides at thefe Conferences, has a Bundle of 
finall Sticks in his Hand ; as foon as the Speaker 
has finifhed any one Article of his Speech, this Sa-, 
r.hmz gives a Stick to another Sr?cbnn, who is par-

t~::ubrly 
3 
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ticularly to remember that Article ; and fo when an- CH A P.· 

other Article is finilhed, he gives a Stick to an- II. 
other to take Care of that otb.er, and fo on. In ~ 
like Manner when the Speaker anfwers, each of 
thefe has the particular Care of the Anfwer refolved 
on to each Article, and prompts the Orator, when 
his Memory fails him, in the Article committed to 
his Charge. fJ'abajadoris addreffing himfelf to the 
Agents, faid : 

" Brethren, 
'' Y ou are welcome to this Houfe, which is ap

" pointed for our Treaties and publick Bufi
" nefs with the Chriftians ; we thank you for re
" newing the Covenant-chain. 1 t is now no longer 
coc of Iron and fubjeél: to Rufr, as formerly, but of 
" pure Silver, and includes in it ail the King's Sub
-'< jeél:s, from the Senekas Country eafrward, as 
" far as any of the great King's Subjeéts live, and 
'' fouthward, from New-England to Virginia. Here 
" he gave a Bever. 

" W e are glad to hear of the good Succefs our 
" great King has had over the French by Sea, in 
'' taking and finking fo many of their Men of W ar. 
c' Y ou tell us in y our Propofals that we are one 
" People, let us th en go Hand in Ha nd together, 
" to ruin and defiroy the l!rencb our common En~-
" my. Gives a Bever. · 

" The Covenant-chain between us is ancient (as 
" you tell us) and of long ftanding, and it has been 
" kept inviolably by us. Wh en y ou had W ars 
" forne time ago with the lndians, you delired us to 
" he]p you; we did it readily, and to the Pur
" pofe; for we purfued them cloîely, by which we 
'' prevented the Effufion of much of your Blood. 
'' This was ct certain Sign that we loved truJy 
" and fincerely, and from our Hearts. · Gives a 
" Belt. 

H3 Y ou 
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CH A p. " Y ou ad v ife us to purfue our Enemies, the 

II. " French, vigoroufly ; this we affure you we are 
~ " refolved to do to the utmofl: of our Power : But 

'' fince the French are your Enemies likewife, w~ 
'' defire our Brethren of the three Colonies to fend 
'' us an hundred Men for the Security of this Place, 
" which is ill provided, in Cafe of an Attack from 
'' the French ; the Chriftians have Viéluals enough 
" for their Entertainment. Gives one Belt. 

" We patiently bore many Injuries from the 
" French, from one Year to another, before we 
" took up the Axe againfl: them. Our Patience 
" made the Governor of Canada think, that we 
" were afraid of him, and durft not refent the In~ 
" juries we had fo long fuffered ; but now he is 
" undeceived. We affure you, that we are refolved 
" never to drop the Axe, the French never ihall 
'' fee our Faces in Peace, we .lhall never be recon
" ciled as long as one Frenchman is alive. We fhall 

· '' never make Peace, though our Nation fhould be 
" ruined by it, and every one of us eut in Pieces. 
'' Our Brethren of the three Colonies may depend 
'' on this. Gives a Bever. 

" As to w hat y ou told us of the Owenagungas 
'' and Uragees, we anfwer: That we were never fo 
" proud and haughty, as to begin a War without 
" juft Provocation. You tell us that they are 
'' treacherous Rogues, we believe it, and th at they 
'' will undoubtedly affifl: the French. If they ihall 
'' do this, or fhall jo in with any of our Enemies, 
'' either French or Indians, then we will kill and 
~' defl:roy them. Gives a Bever." 

Then the Mohawks offered five of their Mea, to 
guard the Agents Home againft any of their lndian 
Enemies, who they were afraid might be laying in 
wait for the Agents, and gave a Belt. 

A fterwards the Speaker continued his Speech, 
and faid: \' We have fpoke what we had to fay of 
'' the vVar, we now come to the Affairs of Peace: 

" Vole 
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" We promife to preferve the Chain inviolably, and CH A P. 

" wifh that the Sun may al ways fhine in Peace over II. 
" all our Heads that are comprehended in this Chain. '-""\-,.;.,J 
" W e give two Belts, one for the Sun, the other 
" for its Beams. 

'' We make fafl: the Roots of the Tree of Peace 
" and Tranquillity, which is planted in this Place. 
" Its Roots extend as far as the utmofl: of your 
" Colonies ; if the French fhould come to fhake this 
" Tree, we would feel it by the Motion of its 
" Roots, which extend into our Country: But we 
'' truft it will not be in the Governor of Canada's 
" Power to fhake this Tree, which has been fo 
" firmly and fo long planted with us. Gives two 
" Bevers." 

Laftly, He defired the Magiftrates of Albany 
to remember what he had faid, and gave them a 
Bever. 

But the Agents perceiving, that they had not an
fwered any Thing about the Owenagunga Melfen
gers, and had anfwered indiftinél:ly about the \Var 
with the Eaflern Indians, defired tJlem to explain 
tliemfelves fully on thefe two Points, about which 
the Agents W€re chief! y concerned. 

The Pive Natio11s anf wered : 
" We cannot declare W ar againft the Ea.ftern In

" dians, for they have clone us no Harm: Never .. 
'' thelefs our Brethren of Ntw-England may be af
" fured, that we will live and die in Friend!hip with 
" them. When we took up the Axe againfi the 
" French and their Confederates, we did it to re
,, venge the Injuries they had clone us ; we did not 
" make W ar with them at the Perfuafions of our 
" Brethren here ; for we did not fo much as ac
" quaint them with our Intention, till fourteen Da ys 
" after our Army had begun their March." 

After the Company had feparated, the Sachems 
fent to the New-EnglaHd Agents, defiring to fpeal: 
with them in private; which bcing gra 1ted, the 

li 4 Speaker 
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CH A p. Speaker faid,. we have fomething ta tell y ou, which If. was not proper to be fpoken openly, for forne of ~our People have an Affetl:ion to the Owcnagungas; 

and we were afraid, that they would difcover or 
hinder our Defigns. 

N ow we affi1re our Brethren, that we are refolved 
to look on your Enemies as ours, and that we will 
firfl: fall on the * Owaragees; and then on the 
Owenagungas, and Jaff:ly on the French; and that 
you may be convinced of our Intention, we defign to 
fend five of our young Men along with our Brethren 
to New-England, to guard them, who have Orders 
to view the Country of the Owaragees, to difcover 
in what Manner it can be attacked with the moft Ad
vantage. 'This we al ways do before we make an At
tempt on our Enemies. ln a Word, Brethren, your 
War is our W ar, for we will live and dye with you. 

But it is to be obferved, that they confirmed no
thing relating to thefe Indians, by giving Belts. 

It·is probablt>, that the Sachems aél:ed with forne 
.Art on this Occafion, for they really had favourable 
Inclinations towards the Owenagungas; and they had 
Reafon not to increafe the Number oftheir Enemies, 
by making W ar on the Eaflern Indiam, who avoided 
doing them any lnjury. The People of Albarty Jike
wife have ahvay~ been averfe to engage our Indians in 
a War with the E{:ftern Indians, lcfl it fhouJd change 
the S~at of the \Var, and bring Ît to their own 
Doors. 

On the 2 -1th the Magifhates of Albany had a 
private Conference with the Sachems of the Pive Na
tion..-, and defired to know their Refolutions asto the 
War with Canada, and the Meafures they refolved 
to follow. In this Conference the Indians faw that 
.. ~e People of Albany were fo n1uch afraid of the 
Fr<'ad, that their Spirits were funk under the Ap
i-:'rehen fi.ons of the approaching War; and for this 
1{t::a(on made the foJ!owing Anfwer. 

: t: a1led hy ~h~ People of .1Ver-:IJ-En:land Ptmocok lndimu. 

'Ve 
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. " W e have a hundred and forty Men out-1kulking 
" about Canada ; it is impoffible for the French to at-

/ " tempt any Thing, without being difcovered and ha
" raffed by thefe Parties: If the French fuall attempt 
" any Thing this Way, aU the Ftve Nations will come 
'' to y our Affiftance, for _our Brethren and we are but 
" one,. and we will live ând dye together. We have 
'' defired a hundred Men of our Brethren of Bofton to 
" affift us here, becaufe this Place is moft expofed; but 
"iftheGovernor of Canada is fo ftrong, asto overcome 
" us ali united together, then he muft be our Mafter, 
" and is not to be refifted ; but we have Confidence in 
''a good and juft Caufe; for the greatGodofHeaven 
" knows how deceitfully the .French have dealtwith us, 
"their Arms can have no Succefs. The Great God 
" ha th fent us Signs in the Sky to confirm this. W e 
"have beard uncommon Noife in the Heavens, and 
" have feen Heads fall dawn upon Earth, w hich we 
"look upon as a certain Prefage of the Deftruttion 
" of the French: Take Courage! On this they ail im
" mediately joined in finging and crying out, Cou
,, rage! Courage! '' 

C H A P. 111. 
An Account of a general Council of the Five Nations at 

Onondaga, to con)ider the Count De FrontenaG'J 
Meflage. 

ON the 27th of Deamber x689, two IndiansCa A P. 
came to Albany, being fent by the Onondaga III. 

and Oneydo Sachems, with fe ven Hands of W ampum '~ 
from each Nation, to tell their Brethren in New-York 
and New-England, that three of their old Friends, 
who had been carried Prifoners to France, were cotne 
with Propofals from Canada ; that there was a Coun-
cil of the Sachems appointed to meet at Onondaga, 
and that they therefore defired the Mayor of Albany, 
Pet~r Sche;ler, and forne others of their Brethren, 

to 
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CH A P. to come thither, to be prefentand to advife on an Af:. III. fair of fo great Confequence ; for they were re fol ved ' ~' to do nothing without the Knowledge and Confent of ali thofe that were included in the Chain with them. The fame Meffenger told them, that forne Letters were fent to the J efuit at Oneydo ; and that they would neither burn, nor fuffer thafe Lettets to be opened, till the Brethren fhould :firft fee them. 

Ali that the Magiftrates of A!barry didon this important Occafion, was to fend three Indians witli Inftruél:ions in their Name, to diffuade the Pive Natious from entertaining any Thoughts of Peace, or yielding to a Ce.lfation of Arms. 
On the 4th of ]anuary one of the chief lvtohawk Sachems came to Albany, to tell the Magijfrates, that he was to go to Onondaga, and defired the Brethren's d vice how to beha ve there ; on w hich the Magifl:rates thought it nece.lfary to fend likewife the pub}ick Interpreter, and another Perfon to affift at the general Meeting, with written Infl:ruétions; but no Perfon of Note, that had any Influence on the In dians, went. 
When the Mefièngers arrived at 01te)'do, they difcourfed privately with one of the Prifoners that had returned from France, and found that he had no Love for the French; but it is impoffible but that In~ dians,. who had feen the Fre11cb Court, and many of their T roops, mufl: be furprifed at their Grandeur: he complained however of the ill U fage he had met with. The Frfflch chofe, on this Occafion, to fend firft to Oneydo, becaufe of the Affifl:ance they expeé1:ed the Jefuit, that refidcd there, would give ta their Negotiation. 
1 believe it will not be tedious to the Reader, that detires to know the lndian Genius, if l give a circumfl:antial Account of this general Council or ParliaJnent of the p,·ve Nations, that he may fee in what Manner a People that we eall Savages behave on fuch important Occafions. 

On 
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On the 2 2d of 'J anuary the general Co un cil was CH A P. 

opened at Onondaga, confifting of eighty Sachems ; III. 

in the firft Place Sadekanagbtie, an Onondaga '-=-'v--J 

Sachem, rifing up, a.ddreffed himfelf to the Meffenger 

of Albany, faying, 
Four Meffengers are come from the Governor of 

Canada, viz. three who had been carried Prifoners 

to France, and a Sachem of the Praying Indians that 

Ii ve at M.ontreal. 
The Governor of Cmtada notifies his Arri val to us, 

that he is the Cou nt de Frontenac, who had been for

merly Governor there ; that he had brought back with 

him 'Fawerahet a Cayuga Sachem, and twelve Prifon

ers, that had been carried to France ; then taking 

the Belt of Wampum in his Hand, and holding it by 

the Middle, he added, what I have faid relates on-

1y to one Ha1f of the Belt, the other Half is to let 

us know, that he intends to kindle again his Fire at 

Cadarackui next Spring, and therefore invites his 

r Children, and Dekanafora an Onondaga Captain in 

particular, to treat there with him about the old 

Chain. Then Adarahta the chief Sachem of the 

praying Indians ftood up, and faid, with three Belts in 

his Hand, I advife you to meet the Governor o 

Canada as he defi res; agree to this, if y ou wonlci 

live, and gives one Belt of l/Vampum · 
Tawerahet fends you this other Belt, to 

1
nform yo t 

of the Miferies, that he and the r ft of y our Country

men have fuftèred in their Captivit_' ; and to adviie 

you to hearken to Yonondio, if you det1re to live. 

This third Belt isfrom * t:fhure1~{t:ra, t Ohgu~!Je, an . 

11 Erte!, who fay by it, to their Brethren: ' re h:.t •e 

interceded for you w'th l'ônondio, and th~refore ad-

lf"hurenftra fignifies the Dawning of the Day, and was the 

Name given L>y the hrditms to the Jefuit Lambtr·-uille , \V ho had 

formerly refided at Onondaga. t Mon fr . le 1'.1orne, the \Vord f;gni 

fies a Partridge. Il Erfel lignifies a Rofe, the Name of fome 

j)ther Frencb Gentleman, for whom the lndia.ns h:1d an Erl:eem . 

viC~ 
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CH A P ... vife you to meet him at Cadarackui.in the Spring, be. 

III. caufe it will be for y our Ad van tage. ' 
.'--~ Whenthis Sachem had clone fpeaking, the Mohawk 

Meffenger fent from Albany delivered his Meifage 
Word for Word, as he had received it, without 
omitting the leaft Article. The Interpreter, while 
the Jndian was fpeaking, read over a Paper, on 
which the Meifage was fet clown, Ieft any Thing 
fhould have been forgot. 

After this Cannehoot a Seneka Sachem fl:ood up, 
nnd gave the general Co un cil a particular Account of 
a Treaty made laft Summer, between the Senekas 
and the Wagunha Meifengers, (one of the Uta·wawa 
Nations) who had concluded a ·Peace for themfelves, 
and feven other Nations, to which the other four 
Nations were deftred to agree, and their Brethren of 
New-York to be included in it. He faid the Pro
pofals made in feveral Propofitions were as follow. 

1. We are come to join two Bodies into one. De
livering up at the fame Time two Prifone s 

2. We are come to 1earn Wifdom of you S ,u r.as, 
and of the other Fh•e Nations, and of y our Brethren 
of New-Tork. Giving a Belt. 

3· vVe by this Belt wipe away the Tears from the 
Eyes of your Friends, whofe Relations have been 
killed in the War, and Jikewife * the Paint from 
your Soldiers Faces. Giving another Belt. 

4· W e now throw afide the A x, w hich Yonondio 
put into our Hands, by this third Belt. 

5· Let the Sun, as long as he 1ha1J endure, al ways 
fl ine upon us in Friendfhip. Here he gave a red 
Marble Sun as large as a Plate. 

6. Let the Rain of Heaven walh away ail Hatred, 
that we may again fmoke together in Peace, giving a 
large Pipe of red Marble. 

* The J,:dianJ alwa.ys pai!1t their Faces when they go to 
\\·ar, to mlke themfelves look more terrible to the Enemy. A 
Soldier m the hdian Language is expreffed by a Word, which 
lignifies a Fair-fighter. 

7. Yo1tondio 
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7. Tono11dio is drunk, but we watb. our Hands Ca A p-.· 
cl.ean from ail his Aétions. Giving a fourth Belt. III. 

8. Now we are clean wa{hed by the Water of~~ 
I-Ieaven, ne!ther of us muft defile ourfelves by 
hearkening to Yonondio. 

9· We have twelve of your Nation Prifoners, 
who lhall be brought home in the Spring; there he 
gave a Belt, to confirm the Promife. 

10. We will bring your Prifoners when the Straw
berries fhall be in blo!fom, * at which Time we in
tend to vifit Corlear, and fee the Place where the 
Wampum is made. (New-York.) 

The Speaker added, we will alfo tell our 
Friends the other Utawawa Nations, and the Dio
ïtondadies, who have eleven of your People Prifon· 
ers, what we have now clone, and invite them to 
make Peace with you. 

l-Ie faid further, we have fent three Meffengers 
back with the lVagunbas, in order to confirm this 
Peace with their Nation. 

After the Seneka Speaker had done, tltt! Wagunha 
Prefents were hung up in the Houfe, in the Sight 
of the whole Affembly, and afterwards diftributed 
mnong the fe veral Nations, and their Acceptance 
was a Ratification of the Treaty. A large Belt . 
was given alfo to the Albany Melfengers as their 
Share. 

The Belt of W ampum fent from Albany was in _ 
like Manner hanged up, and afterwards divided. 

New-England, which the lndians call Kinjhon (that 
is a Fifh) fent likewife the Model of a Fiili, as a 
token of their adhering to the general Covenant. 
This Filh was handed round among the Sachems~· 
and then laid afide to be put up. 

After thefe Ceremonies were over, Sadekanabtie~ 
an Onundaga Speaker, fiood up, and faid, Brethren, 

A: Tite lndiam in this Manner diftinguifh the Seafons of tlie 
Yc:1r, as the ]"ime of plan ting Corn, or when it is ripe, when 
'he Che:fi1ut:: bloffom, fs'c. 

we 
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CH A p. we mufl: fl:ick to our Brother fl<yider, and look on 

III. Yonondio as our Enemy, for he is a Cheat : By fi23i
~, raJ der they meant Peter Schyler the Mayor of Albany, 

- who bad gained a confiderable Efl:eem among them; 
as they have no Labeals in their Language, they 
pronounce Peter by the Sound ff<3ider. 

The Meffenger from Canada had brought Letters, 
and forne medicinal Powder, for the Jefuit Milet, who 
refided at Oneydo. Thefe Letters and the Powder 
were delivered to the Interpreter from Albany to be car
ried thither, that the Contents of them might be made 
known to the Sachems of the feveral Nations. Th~ 
Jefuit was prefent ali this While in their Council. 

Then the Interpreter was defired to fpeak what 
he had to fay from their Brethren at Albany. He told 
them, that a new Governor 'was arrived, who had 
brought a great many Soldiers from Engla1td. That 
the King of England bad declared War againfl: France, 
and that the People of New-England were fitting out 
Ships againfl: Canada. He advifed them, that they 
fuould not liearken to the French, for when they talk 
ofPeace,faidhe,Waris in their H eart,and defired them 
to enter into no Treaty but at Albany , for the French 
hefaid, would mind no Agreement made any where elfe . 

After this they had Confultations for forne Time 
together, and then gave the following Anfwer by 
their Speaker. 

Brethren, our Fire burns at Alban)'. W e will not 
{end Dekanafora to Cadarackui. \V e adhere to our 
old Chain with Corlear; we will profecute the W ar 
with Tonondio, and will follow your Advice in draw
ing off our Men from Cadarackui. Brethren, we are 
glad to hear the News y ou tell us, but tell us no Lies. 

Brother Kinjhon, we hear you defign to fend Sol
diers to the eaftward againft the Indians there ; but 
we advife you, now fo many are united againft the 
French, to faU immediately on them. Strike at the 
J{oot, when the Trunk ihall be Cllt dawn, the 
Branches fall of Courfe. 

3 Co;-lu;r 
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Corlear and Kinjbon, Courage! Courage! In the CH A p.' 

Spring to §<yebeck, take that Place, and you'li have II. · 
your Feet on the Necks of the French, and ali their '-"'~ 
F riends in America. 

After this they agreed to the following Anfwer 
to be fent to the Goven: or of Canada. 

I. Yonondio, you have notifi.ed your Return to 
us, and that you have brought back I 3 of our 
People that were carried to France, we are glad of 
it. Y ou defire us to meet you at Cadarackui next 
Spring, to treat of the old Chain ; but ronondio~ 
how can we trufi: you, after you have aél:ed deceit
fully fo often? Witnefs what was clone at Cada
rackui; the Ufage our Meffengers met with at Uta
wawa, and what was clone to the Senekas at Utawawa. 
This was their Anf wer; however, they fe nt a Belt 
with this, which always ihews a Difpofition to treat. 

2. Cf'herhanfera, Oghu~ffe and Ertel, do you oh
ferve Friendiliip with us, if youhave not, how come 
you to advife us to renew Friendfhip with Tonondio, 
they fent them likewife a Belt ? 

3· Tawerahet, the whole Council is glad to 
hear, that y ou are returned with the other twelve. 
ronondio, you muft fend home CJ'awerahet and the 
others this very Winter, before Spring, and we will 
fave ail the French that we have Prifoners till that 
Time. 

4· Tonondio, you defire to fpeak with us at 
Cadaracktti : Don't y ou know that y our Fire there i 
extinguifued? It is extinguiilied with Blood, you 
muft fend home the Prifoners in the firft Place. 

5· W e let you know that we have made Peace 
with the Wagunhas. 

6. Y ou are not to think, that we have laid down 
the Axe, becaufe we return an Anf wer ; we in tend 
no fuch Thing: Our Far-fighters fh:lll continue th~ 
vVar till our Countrymen return. 

7. Vv hen our Brother Tawerahet 1s returned, 
th en will we fpeak to you of .Peace. 

As 
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CH A p. As foon as the Cou neil broke up, their Re(oiu .. 

III. tions were made publick to ali their People, by the C .-:-' Sachems of their feveral Nations. 
Two Sachems were fent to Albany, by their gene• 

rai CounciJ, to inform their Brethren there of their 
Refolutions, and to bring back the Contents of the 
Letters fent from Canada to the J efuit. 

As faon as they arrived, one of the Mohawks, that 
:had been fent from Al!Jany to the Council, delivered 
the Wagunha Belt, and repeated over difl:inél:ly ali 
the Articles agreed to with that Nation, and referred 
to the Onondaga Speaker, being one of thofe fent by 
the Council of Albany, to- recite the Anfwer to the 
Governor of Canada. He rifing up, repeated over 
the whole as before fet dawn, and added; The 
French are full of Deceit; but 1 cali God to witnefs, 
we have hitherto ufed no Deceit with them, but how 
we lhaJl aét for the future, Time only can difco
ver. Then he affured the Brethren, that the Pive 
Nations were refolved to profecute the W ar, in 

" Peter Token whereof he prefented • !?2!fider with a Belt, 
~chyler, in which three Axes were reprefented. Perhaps by 
~M~~r of this . Reprefentation only three Natio?s joined in 

, . fendmg ·tt, the Cayugas and Oneydoes bemg more un
der thelnfluenceofthe Jefuit Milet, wholivedamong 
them intirely, according to their Manner ofLife, and 
was adopted by the Oneydoes, and made one of their 
Sachems. The Letters from Canada to hi rn were 
read, they contained nothing but common News and 
Compliments. 

The Moha'lvk Melfengers, that had been fent 
from Albany, had carried with them Goods to feil 
at the general Council. 'fhis was taken Notice 
of at the general Council, and gave the Indiam a 
mean Opinion of the People of Albany, and particu .. 
1arly of Peter SchJ'Ür; for it is exceedingly fcandaJous 
among the Indians, to employ a Merchant in pub
lick Affairs; Merchants, ( l mean the Traders with 
the Indiens) are looked upon by them as Liars, and 

People 
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People not to be trufted, and of no Credit, who by 
their Thoughts being continually turned upon Profit 
and Lofs, confider every Thing with that private 
View. As this made a Noife at Albany, by its giving 
the J efuit an Opportunity of fetting the Mdfengers 
from Albany in an ill Light, Peter Scheyler cleared 
himlelf by Oath, othis having any Intereft direél:ly 
or indireél:ly in thofe Goods, and fent a Belt bacle 
with his publick J uftification. The Mohawk Mef-
fengers had refufed to take the Goods, as being fcan .. 
dalous to the Bnfinefs they went on ; but were per-
iuaded, by being told that the Goods belonged to 
!?<!fider. 

The Magifl:rates of Albany advifed the Sachems, 
to fend the J efuit Prifoner to Albany, where he 
might be kept fecurely, without having it in his 
Power to do Mifchief, but they could not prevail. 
The lndians were refolved to keep all the Means of 
rnaking Peace in their own Hands. 

C II A P. IV. 

'Ihe French furprife Scheneétady. 'l'he Mohawks 
Speech of Condoleance on that Occajion. 

T HE Count De Frontenac being defirous, as be- CH A P. 

fore obferved, to raife the drooping Spirits IV. 
of the French in Canada, by keeping them in Aél:ion, ~ 
and engaging the mofr daring of them, in Enter-
prizes that might give Courage to the reft, had fent 
out three Parties againft the Englifh Colonies, in 
Hopes thereby to ldfen the Confidence wh!ch the 
Pive Nations had in the Englijh Affiftance, now that 
England had declared War againft France. The 
Party fent againftNew-lôrkwascommanded by Monfr. 
De Herville, and was ordered to attempt the furprifing 
of Schenetlady, the nearefi: Village to the Mohawks; 
It confifted of 150 French Bufh-lopers or Indian 

I Traders, 
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C H A P. Traaers, and of as many Indians) the mo ft of them 

IV. French Converts from the .Mohaw.ks, commonly cal-
~ led the Praying Inditms, fettled at a PJace near 

Montreal, called Cahnuaga. They were well ac
quainted with all that Part of the Country round 
Scheneftady ; and came in Sight of the Place the 8th 
of February 1689-90. . 

The People of Scheneélady were at that Time in 
the greateft Security, notwithftanding that they had 
Information from the Indians, of a Party of French, 
and .Prench Indians being upon their March that 
W a y. They did not think it praél:icable, in th at 
Seafon of the Y ear, while it was extremely cold, 
and the who le Country covered with Snow. lndeed 
Europeans will hardly think it poffible, that Men 
could make fuch a March through the Wildernefs 
in the fevereft Frofts, without any Covering from 
the I-Ieavens, or any Provifion, except what they 
carried on their Backs. 

Tho' the People of S cheneétady were informed in 
the Evening before the Place was furprifed, that 
feveral fculking Indians were feen near the Place, 
they conduded, that they could be only forne of the 
neighbourihg Indians; and as they had no Officer of 
any Efteem among them, not a fingle Man could be 
perfuaded to watch in fuch fevere W eather, tho', 
as the French owned afterwards, if they had found 
the leail:. Guard or Watch, they would not have at
temptcd the Place, but have furrendered themfelves 
Prifoners: They were fo exceedingly di!hdfed with 
the Length of their March, and with Cold, and 
Hunger, but fin ding the .Place in fatal Security, they 
marched into the I-Ieart of the Village, without 
being difcovered by any one Perfon ; then they 
raifed their War Shout, entered the Houfes, murder
ed every Pe-fon they met, Men, W omen, and 
Children, naked and in cold BJood; and at the 
fame Time fet Fire to the -H::Jufes. A v~ry few 
efcaped, by _ running out naked into the, JvVoods in 

· this 
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this terrible W eather: And feveralhid themfelves, till CH A p. 
the firft Furv of the Attack was over ; but théfe VI. 
were faon driven from their Iurking Places by the~ 
Fire, and were a11 made Prifoners. 

Captain Alexander Glen, at this Time, lived at a 
Diftance by himfelf, on the other Side of the River, 
and was the moft noted Man in the Place. Be 
had at feveral Times been kind to the French, who 
had been taken Prifoners by the Mo.bawks, and had 
fa ved fevera] of them from the Fire. The French 
were fen fi ble w hat Horror this cruel facking of 
a defencelefs Place, and murdering People in cold 
Blood, mufl: raife in Mens Minds; and to leifen this, 
they re fol ved to Ihew their Gratitude to Cap tain · 
Glen. They had paffed his Houfe in the Night, and 
obferving th at he flood on his Defence the next Morn
ing, forne of them went to the River Side, and cal· 
ling to him, aifured him, that they defigned him 
no Injury. They perfuaded him to come to the 
French Officer, who refl:ored to him ali his Re· 
lations that were Prifoners. 

Sorne Mohawks being alfo found in the Village, 
the French difmiffed them, with Aifurance, that 
they defigned them no Hurt. 

This Conduét was not only neceifary to promote 
the Peace which the Count De Frontenac with fo 
much Earnefl:nefs defired, but likewife to fecure 
their Retreat, by making the Mohawks lefs eager to 
purfue them. 

The French marched back, without reaping any 
vifible Advantage from this barbarous Enterprize, 
befides the murdering fixty-three innocent Perfons 
in co1d Blood, and carrying twenty-feven of them 
awav Prifoners. 

The Care the French took to footh the Mohawks 
had not intircly it's Effeét, for as faon as they beard 
of this Aétion, a hundred of their readiefl: young 
Men purfued the FrencfJ, fell upon their Rear, and 
kil led and took twenty-five of them. 

I 2 This 
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CH A p. This Aélion frightened the Inhabitants in and 

IV. about Albany fo much, that many refolved to defert 
t.-v--' the Place, and retire to New-Yor.t They were pack

ing up and preparjng for this Purpofe, when the Mo
hawk Sachems came to Albany to condole, according 
to their Cuftom, with their Friends ,when any Mif
fortune befals them. 1 fhall give their Speech on this 
Occafion, as it will be ofUfe to the Reader, in order 
to his forming a true Notion of the Indian Genius. 
They fpoke the twenty-:fifth of March as follows. 

" Brethren, the Murcler of our Brethren at Sche
" neflady by the French grieves us as much, as if it 
" hacl been clone to our fel v es, for we are in the fame 
" Chain; and no Doubt our Brethren of New-Eng
" land will be likewi{e faclly affeél:ed with this cruel 
" Aétion of the Frene b. The French on this Occa
" .fion have not aél:ecl Iike brave Men, but like 
" Thieves and Robbers. Be not therefore clifcou
H raged. We give this Belt to wipe away your 'fears. 

"Brethren, welament theDeathoffo many ofour 
" Brethren, whofe Blood has beenfhed at Scheneflady. 
'" We don't think that what the French have clone can 
" be called a Viélory, it is only a farther Proof of their 
" cruel Deceit. The Governor of Canada fends to 
" Onondl]ga, and talks to us of Peace with our whole 
" Houfe, but War was in his Heart, as vou now fee 
'' by woful Experience. He clid the fa~e formerly 
" at Cadarackui, and in the Senekas Country. This 
" is the thircl Time he has aél:ecl fo deceitfully. He has 
" broken open our Houfe at both Ends, formerly 
'' in tbeSenekas Country, and now here. V·le hope 
" however to be revengecl of the1n. One 1-:lundred 
" of our bravefl: young Men are in Purfuit of them, 
'· they are brifk Fellows, and they will follow the 
'' French t-o their Doors. We will befet them fo 
" do fel y, th at not a Man in Canada fhall clare to fl:ep 
" out of D.oors to eut a Stick of vVood ; But now 1.ve 
"xather up our Dead, tf) lurJ thon, by this fecond 
"Bdt. 

" Brcthren, 
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" Brethren, we came from our Cafl:les with Tears CH A P. 

" in our Eyes, to bemoan the Bloodfhed at Sc he- VI. 
" neftady by the Perfidious French. While we bury '--v--J 
" our Dead murdered at Scheneftady, we know not 
" what may have befallen ourown People, that are in 
"PurfuitoftheEnemy, theymaybedead; whathas 
" befallen you may happen tous; and therefore we 
" come to bury our Brethren at Scheneétady with 
" this third Belt. 

" Great and fudden is the Mifchief, as if it had fal
" len from Heaven upon us. Our Forefathers taught 
" us to go with all Speed to bemoan and lament with 
" our Brethren, when any Difafter or Misfortune hap
" pens to any in our Chain. Take this Bill of Vi
" gilance, that you n1ay be more watchful for the fu
" ture. We give our Brethren Eye-Water to make 
" them iharp fighted, giving a fourth Be1t. 

" vVe are now come to the Houfe where we ufual
" ly renew the Chain ; but ails ! we find the Houfe 
" polluted, polluted with Blood. Ali the Pive Nati
" o11s have heard of this, and we are come to wipe 
" away the Blood, and clean the Houfe. 'J'le come 
" to invite CodEar, and every one ofyou, and ff2Jtider 
" ( calling to every one of the principal Men prefent by 
" their Names) to be revenged of the Enemy, by this 
" fifth Belt. 

" Brethren,be not difcouraged, weare!l:rong enough. 
" This is the Beginning of your \Var, and the whole 
"Houfe have their Eyes fixed upon y ou at this Time, 
" to obferve your Behaviour. rrhey wait y our Mo ti
" on, and are ready to join in any refolute Meafures. 

" Our Chain is a fl:rong Chain, it is a Silver Chain, 
" it can neither ruft nor be broken. We, as to our 
" Parts, are refolute to continue the War. 

" W e will never defi ft, fo long as a Man of us re
" mains. Take Heart, do not pack up and go 
,, away, *this will give Heart toa daftardly Enemy. 

* This was fpoke to the Engli/h, who were about removiog 
from Albany. 

1 3 " Ve 



~he HisToRY of teh 
è H A p. " W e are of the Race of the Bear, and a Bear y ou 

IV. " know never yields, w hile one Drop of Blood is left. 
'--v--1 " We mu .ft all be Be ars; giving a fixth Belt. 

" Brethren be patient, this Difafl:er is an Affiiél:ion 
" which has fallen from Heaven upon us. The Sun, 
" which hath been cloudy, and fent this Difafl:er, will 
" fhine again w·ith its pleafant Beams. Take Courage, 
" fa id he, Couré'.ge, repeating the W ord feveral Times 
." as they gave a feventh Belt. 

( 'fo the Englifh. ) 

Brethren, three Y ears ago we were engaged in a 
bloody W ar with the French, and you encouraged 
us to proceed in it. Our Succefs anf wered our Ex
peél:ation ; but we were not well begun, when Cor
lear ftopt us from going on. Had you permitted us 
to go on, the French would not now have been able 
to do the Mifchief, they have clone, we would have 
prevented their fowing, planting or reaping. 

We would have hum bled them effeél:ually, but 
now we dye. The Obfl:ruétions you then made now 
ruin us. Let us after this be fteady, and take no fuch 
falfe Meafures for the future, but profecute the War 
~igoroujly. G~ving a Bever Skin. 

The Brethren mufl: keep good W atch, and if the 
Enemy come again, fend more fpeedily tous. Don't 
defert Scheneélac!y. The Enemy will glory in feeing 
it defolate. I t will give them Courage that had 
none before, fortify the Place, it is not weil fortified 
now : The Stockadoes are too fhort, the .hzdians can 
jump over them. Gave a Bever Skin. 
· Brethren, The Mifchief d::me at Schenetlady can
nat be he1ped now; but for the future, when the 
En emy appears any w here., let nothing hinder your 
fending to us by Expre!fes, and fire great Guns, 
that ail may be a1armed. We advife you to bring 
ali the River India:zs under your Subjeétion to live 
p~ar /flbany~ to be ready on ali Occafions. 

· Send 
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Send to New-England, tell them what bas hap- CH A P. 

pened to you. They will undoubtedly awake and IV. 
lend us their helping Hand. It is their Intereft, as~ 
much as ours, to pufh the War to a fpeedy Conclu-
fion. Be not difcouraged, the French are not fo nu-
merous as forne People talk. If we but heartily unite 
to pufh on the War, and mind our B11finefs, the 
French will foon be fubdued. 

The Magifl:rates having returned an Anfwer on 
the twenty feventh, to the Satisfaél:ion of the Indi
ans, they repeated it all over, Ward by Ward, to 
let the Magiflrates fee how carefully they minded 
it, and then added, 

Brethren, we are glad to fi nd y ou are not difcou ~ 
raged. The beft and wifeft Men fometimes make 
Miftakes. Let us now purfue the War vigoroufly. 
We have a hundred Men out, they are good Scouts. 
We expeét to meet aU the Sachems of the other Na
tions, as they come to con dole with y ou. Y ou need 
not fear our being ready, at the firft Notice. Our Ax 
is al ways in our Hands, but take Care that you be 
timely ready. Y our Ships, that muft do the prin
cipal W ork, are long a fitting out. W e do not de
fign to go out with a fmall Company, or in fculking 
Parties ; but as foon as the N·ations can meet, we 
lhall be ready with our whole Force. If you 
would bring this War to a happy Hfue, you muft 
begin foon, before the French can recovcr the Lo{
fes th y have received from uc:, and get new Vi
gour and Life, therefore fend in ail Hafte to New
E1zgland. Neither you nor we can continue lonrr in 
the Condition we are now in, we muft arder Mat
ters fo, that the French be kept in continuai Fear 
and Alarm at home ; for this is the only W a y to 
be fecure, and in Peace here. 

The Scahkok Indians, in our Opinion, are weil 
plac~d where they are (to the Northward of Alba
ny); they are a good Out-guard; they are our Chil
dren, and we fuall take Care th~t they do their 

~ I 4 Duty: 
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C H A P. Duty : But y ou mufl: take Care of the Indians below 

IV. the Town, place them nearer the Town, fo as they "-v--J may be of mo.ft Service to you. 
Here we fee the Mohawks aél:ing like hearty 

Friends, and if the '' alue of the Belts given at that Time be confidered, together with what they faid 
on that Occafion, they gave the fl:rongefl: Proofs of 
their Sincerity. Each of thefe Belts amount to a 
large Sum in the Indian Account. 

The Englijh of New-York and the French of Ca
nada were now entering into a War, in which the 
Part the Pive Nations are to take is of the greateft 

• Confequence to bath ; the very Being of the French 
Colon y depended on it, as weil as the Safety of the 
Englijh. The Indians at this Time had the greateft 
Averfion to the French, and they defired nothing 
fo much, as that the Engli/h might join heartily in 
this War. W e fhall fee by the Sequel how a pub1ick 
Spirit, direél:ed by wife Counfels, can overcome ali 
Difficulties, while a felfi!h Spirit lofes ali, even natural 
Advantages. In the prefentCafe, the Turn Things took 
feems to have been entirely owing to one Thing. The French in making the Count dt Frontenac Governor of - Canada, chofe the Man every Way the befl: qualified 
for this Service : The Englifh feemed to have little 
Regard to the ~alification of the Perfon they fent, 
but to gratify a Relation or a Friend, by giving him 
an Opportunity to make a Fortune; and as he knew 
that he was recommended with this View, his 
Counfels were chiefly employed for this Purpo{e. 

By this Means an Englijh Governor generally wants 
the Efte~m of the People ; w hile they think that a 
Go-vern or bas not the Good of the People in View, 
but his .own, they on ali Occafions are jealous of him ; fo that even a good Goverpor, with more Dif
fi~ulty, purfues generous Purpofes and publick Be
nefits, becaufe the People fufpeél: them to bÇ! mere 
fretences to cover a private Defigp. lt is for this 
~ea(on, tha~ any Man~ oppofing a Governor, is 

- fure 
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fure to meet with the Fa vour of the People, almofl: 

in every Cafe. On the other Hand, the Opinion 

the French had of the Count de Frontenac's publick 

Spirit, and of his Wifdom and Diligence, made them 

enter into ail his Meafures without hefitating, and 

chearfully ohey ail his Commands. 

CH A P. V. 

The Five Na ti ons contz' nue the War with the 

French ; the Mohawks incHne to Peace ; 
their Conferences with the Governor of New

York. 

T HE Governor of Canada recei ved Hopes th at CH A p ~ 

the Pive Natio1zs inclined to Peace, by their v. 
returning an Anfwer to CJ'herawaet's Me.lfage, and~ 

thought he might now venture to fend forne French 

to them with further Propofals. The Chevalier 

D'O, with an Interpreter called Collin, and forne 

others, went ; but they had a much warmer Recep-

tion than they expeél:ed, being forced to run the 

Gauntlet through a long Lane of Indians, as they 

entered their Caftle, and were afterwards delivered 

up Prifoners to the Englijh. 
The Pive Nations kept out at this Time fmall 

Parties, that continually haralfed the French. The 

Count de Frontenac fent Captain Louvigni to Mi.flili

makinak, to relieve the Garifon, and he bad Orders, by 

ail Means, to prevent the Peace which the Utawa

was and !!2!fatoghies were upon the Point of conclu

ding with the Five Nations. He carried with him 

one hundred forty three French, and fix Indians, and 

was likewife accompanied with a Lieutenant and 

thirty Men, till he got one hundred twenty Miles 

from Montreal. They were met in Cadarackui River, 
at 
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C H A p. at a Place called the Cats, by a Party of the Pive V. Nations, who feU vigoroufly on their Ca noes, killed ~ feveral of the French, and made them give Way ; but Louvigni, by putting his Men a!hore, at laft got the better, after a fmart Engagement, in which the ]ndians had feveral Men killed, and two Men, and as many W omen, taken Prifoners. 1 am obliged to rely on the French Account of thefe Skirmifhes ; they do not mention the N umber of the Indians in this Rencounter, but I fufpeét them to have been mu ch fewer th an the French ; for w hen the En emy are equal in Number, or greater, they feldom forget to tell it. One of the Indian Prifoners was carried by them to Mijji!imackinak, to confirm this Victory, and was delivered to the Utawawas, who eat him: The Lieutenant carried the other back with him .. He was given to Therawaet. 

To revenge this Lofs, the Five Nations fent a Party againft the Jjland of Montreal, who fell on that Part called the Tremblùtg Point; and though they were difcovered before they gave their Blow, they attacked a Party of regular Troops, and killed the commanding Officer, and twelve of his Men: Another Party carried off fifteen or fixteen Prifoners from Riviere Puante, over againft Trois Rivieres. This Party was purfued, and finding that they were like to be overpowered, murdered their Prifoners and made their Efcape. Thefe Incurfions kept all the River, from Montreal to ~ebeck, in continuai Alarm, and obliged the Governor to fend ali the Soldiers to guard the fouth Side of the River. Notwithftanding this, fi ve Perfons were carried away in Sight of Sorel Fort, by -a fmall fkulking · Party, but they were foon afterwards recovered by the Soldiers. About the fame Time another Party burnt the Plantations at St. Ours. 
, The Pive Nations had conceived great Hopes from the Affiflance of the Englijh, as the Magif

trates 
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trates of Albany had promifed the }vfohawks, when CH A P. 

they came to condole, after the furprifing of Sche- V. 
neftady ; but the Englijh were fo far from perform-~ 
ing thefe Promifes, that many of the Inhabitants 
retired from Albany to New-York ; and they who 
had the Adminiftration of Affairs, were fo intent on 
their party ~arrels, that they intirely negleéted the 
Indian Affairs. Indeed the People of New-York 
have too often made large Promifes, and have 
thereby put tbe Indians upon bold Enterprizes, 
when no Meafures were concerted for fupporting 
them. This made the lndians think, th at the Eng-
lifh were lavifu of lndian Lives and too careful of 
their own. The Mohawks, who lived neareft the 
Englijh, were moft fenfible of thefe Things, and 
foon entertained N etions prejudicial to the Opinion 
they ought to have had of the Englifh Prudence and 
Conduét ; it is even probable, thefe Indians began 
to entertain a mean Opinion of both the Englijh 
Courage and Integrity. It is not ftrange then, that 
the Mohawks at laft gave Ear to the affiduous Ap
plication of their CountrymelJ, the praying Indians, 
who, with French Arguments, perfuaded them to 
make Peace as foon as poffible, without trufl:ing 
longer to the Englijh, who had fo often difappointed 
or deceived them. 

The Mohawks fent one of their Sachems, Odiga
cege, to the praying Indians, who introduced him to 
the Count de Frontenac. The Count made him 
welcome, and told him, that he was forry for the 
Injuries his Predeceffors had clone them ; but that 
he would treat them like Friends, if their future 
Conduét did not prevent him, and gave him a Belt, 
with Propo.fals of Peace to his Nation. 

Colonel Slaughter, who was then Governor of 
New-York, being informed that the Five Nations 
were like to make Peace with the French, by their 
having loft much of their Confidence in the Englifh 
Affi!lance, found it neceffary to meet them, which 

he 



124 7'he HisToRY of the 
CH A P. he did in the End of May 1691. The re were V. prefent at that Time fix Oneydo, eleven Onondaga, ' v ...; four Cayuga, and ten Seneka Sachems. He renewed the Covenant with them, and gave them Prefents. The Mohawks having entered into a Treaty with the French, did not join with the other four Nations in their Anfwer. 

On the fecond of June the Speaker, in Name of the other four Nations, told him, they were glad to fee a Governor again in this Place ; that they had learned from their Anceftors, that the firft Ship which arrived in this Country furprized them exceedingly ; that they were curious to know what was in its hu ge Bell y. They found Chriftians in it, and among them one Jacques, with whom they made a Chain of Friendlhip, which has been preferved to this Day. By that Chain it was agreed, that whatever Injury was clone to the one, fhouJd be deemed, by bath Sides, as likewife clone to the other. Then they mentioned the Confufton that had lately been in the Government of New-York, which had like to have confounded ali their Affairs, but hoped ali would be reduced to their wonted Order and Qgiet. They complained of fev:eral of the Brethren leaving Albany in Time of Danger, and praifed thofe by Name who fl:aid, and then faid: Our Tree of Peace, which grows in this Place, has of 1ate been much fhaken, we mufl: now fecure and faften its Roots; we muft frequently manure and drefs it, that its Roots may fpread far. They afl'ured the Governor, that they were refolved to profecute the w·ar againft the French as long as they lived, and that they would never fpeak of Peace, but with the common Confent. They abhor thofe that do otherwife, and defired that the Brethren might not keep a Correfpondence with Canada by Letters. Y ou need not (faid they) prefs us to mind the War, we mind it above ali Things; do you but y our Parts) lay afide ali other Thoughts 
but 
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but that of the War, for it is the only Thing we CH A p; 
have at Heart. They gave Bevers at the End of V. 

every diftinét Part of their Anfwer. ~ 

On the fourth the Mohawks fpoke to the Go

verner, in Prefence of the other four Nations : 

They confeffed the N egotiations they had with the 

Praying lndians, and with the Governor of Canada, 
and that they had received a Belt from him. Then 

they reftored one of the Prifoners taken at Sche
nettady, as the Fruit of that Negotiation. They 

defired the Governor's Ad vice, and the Ad vice of 

the whole Houfe, what Anfwer to return to the 

Governor of Canada; and laftly, defired the Stnekas 
to re1eafe the Prifoners they had taken from the 

Praying Indians. 
Colonel Slaughter check'd the Mohawks for en

tering into a feparate Treaty with the Enemy, and 

faid he could admit of no Propofals of Peace. He 

told them, that the Prifoners taken from the Pray
Ùig Indians muft not be reftored; putting them in 

mind, that forne of them having been formerly re-

1eafed, foon after returned and murdered feveral 

People, and burnt feveral Houfes. 
He affured them of his Affifl:ance, and then ad

àed, Y ou mu ft keep the Enemy in perpetuai A

Jarm. The Mohawks thanked him for his Afiùrance 

of Affifiance ; but took Notice of his faying, rou 

muft keep the Enemy in perpetuai Alarm. Why 

don't you fay, they replied, We will keep the Ene

my in perpetuai Alarm. In the lafl: Place, the Mo
ha<UJks renewed their League with ali the Englijb 
Colonies; adding, Though an angry Dog has en

deavoured to bite the Chain in Pieces, we are re

folved to keep it firm, both in Peace and in W ar : 

We now renew the old Chain, that fo the Tree of 

Peace and Profperity may flouriih, and fpread its 

Roots throngh ali the Country. 

In 
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In the ]aft Place, the four Nations anfwered the Mohawks. 
" J11ohawks, our Brethren, in anfwer to your " Propofals from the Governor of Canada, we muft '' put you in Mind of his Deceit and Treachery ; " we need only give one recent Inftance, how he " la tel y fent to the Senekas to treat of Peace, and at " the fame Time feil upon Scheneétady, and eut that " Place off. W e tell you, that the Belt fe nt by " the French Governor is Poifon ; we fpew it out of " our Mouths, we abfolutely rejeét it, and are re" folved to profecute the War as long as we live." Then they left the Belt lying on the Ground. 

CH A P. VI. 
:l'he Englifh attack Montreal by Land, in Conjunélion czvith the lndians, and ~beek by Se a. 

CH A p. T was now evident th at the Indians could no V .I. longer be amufed with W ords, and that, un1efs ~the Englijh entered foon upon Aél:ion, the French would carry their Defign of making Peace with the Fi7Je Nations, and the Englifh be left to carry on the War in America by themfelves. Certainly a more proper Opportunity of doing it with Succefs could not be expeél:ed, than at prefent, while the French in Canada had neither recovered their Spirits, nor the Strength they had loft, by the terrible Incurfions of the Pive Nations. A joint Invafion on Canada was concerted with 1Vew-England, they were to attack fl<!,tebeck by Sea, while Necr.v-York attacked Mo11treal by Land. The Governor therefore pro~ pofed to the Indians to join with him in attacking Crmada, for which Purpofe he told them, that he 
defigned 
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defigned to fend a confiderable Force this Summer. CH A P . 

They defired Time to confult on it at their general VI. 
Meeting, w hi ch was foon to be held at Onondaga, ~ 
and to know what Number of Chriftians he defign-
ed to fend, that they might join a fuitable Number 
of their Men. To this the Governor anf wered, that 
he muft not communicate the Particulars of his De~ 
fign to fo many, becaufe they could not th en be 
kept fecret from the Enemy; as he found by the 
Difcoveries that were la ft Y ear made to the French 
by that Means. . 

It was at lafl: agreed, that the M.ohawks fhould 
join with the Chrifl:ians that were to march from 
New-York direéHy againfl: Montreal, and that the 
other four Nations fhould fend a confiderable Party 
down Cadaracktti Lake, and join them before Mont
real. 

Major Peter Schuyler, the fame whom the Indians 
call ~ider, commanded the Party fent from New
York, which confifl:ed of three hundred Men, one 
half Chriftians, the other Mohawks and Scahkook 
Indians. l-Ie fet out from Albany about Midfum
mer. As he was preparing his Canoes to pafs Cor
lear's Lake, he was difcovered by the French lndi
ans, who immediately returned to Montreal, to give 
Information of what they had feen. The Cheva
lier Clermont was fent out to make further Difco
veries: He found the Englifh above Chamblie, and 
went immediately back with the Intelligence he 
there gained. ln the mean while Mr. de Ca/lieres, 
Governor of Montreal, did ali in his Power to give 
Major Schuyler a proper Reception, by drawing the 
Militia and regu1ar Troops together for the Defence 
of the Place. There happened to be a very con
fiderable N umber of Utawawas trading at that Time 
at lvlon:real, Mr. cle Colliere, in Order to engage 
them to join him, made a great Feafl: for them, 
went among them, ahd, after the Indian Manner, 
begJn th'e war Song, leading up the Dance with his 

I A~ 
1 



:the HisTORY of the 
CH A P. Axe in his Hand, and ,fhouting and hollowing in 

V. the fame wild Mann er the Indians do. This clone, 
~ he carried his who le Foree, w hi ch con fifted of 

twelve hundred Men, crofs the River, and en
camped on the fouth Side, at la Prairie de la Mag
deleine, together with a great Number of Utawawas, 
the Praying Indians, and other French Indians. The 
famous 'Iherawaet being now entirely gained by the 
Careffes of the Count de Frontenac, made one of the 
Number. They encamped round the Fort, which 
flood on a fteep rifing Ground between two Mea
dows. 

Major Schuyler having left forty of his Men to 
guard his Cano es, w hi ch had carried hi rn crofs the 
Lake, marched on without fl:opping. He got into 
a Hollow, w hich led into the Meadow, without 
being difcovered ; and marching und er t,hat Co ver, 
he feil fuddenly upon the Militia, who were foon 
put into Confufion, and many of them, and of the 
Utawawas, who were pofl:ed with them, were kil!. 
ed. He purfued them as they fled to the Fort, 
which he attacked brifkly, but was obliged to leave 
it, by the Approach of the regular Troops who 
came to relieve it. He recei ved them however 
braveiy, and, after they had lofl: feveral Officers 
and many Men, they retired. Major Schuyler find
ing the Number of the Enemy much greater than 
was expeél:ed, and being informed that a conftder
able Party of the Enemy had marched South ward, 
he began to apprehend, that this Party was fent to 
eut off his Retreat, by defl:roying his Canoes. It 
was refolved therefore immediately to follow this 
Party; he overtook them, and they covering them
felves behind fon1e large fallen Trees, he attacked 
them, and made his Way through them, but with 
confiderable Lofs. 

In this Attack the Mohawks fignalized them
felves, but the Scahkook Indians did not behave 
themfelves well. The Mohawks, upon no Occafi-

1 on, 
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on, yielded an Inch of Ground, till the Englijh firfl: CH A P. 
gave Way. The French, by their own Accounts, VI. 
loft, in the feveral Attacks made by Schuyler, two ~ 
Captains, fix Lieutenants, and five Enfigns, and, 
in ali, three hundred Men, fo that their Slain were 
in N umber more than Major Schuyler had with him. 
The Mohawks fuffered much, having feventeen Men 
killed, and eleven wounded. They returned to .dl-
bmry the eleventh of Auguft. 

After the Engli.fh under ·Major Schuyler had re
tired, an Owenagunga lndian came from New-Eng
land, with an Accoun t of the Preparations made there 
againft Canada, and that they had aél:ually fail
ed. 

This Fleet, which was commanded by Sir William 
Phips, was difcovered in St. Laurence Bay, while the 
Count de Frontenac remained at Montreal; and there
upon he made all poffible f-Iafte to f<gebeck, and car ... 
ried three hundred Men with him. 

The Fleet, which confifted of thirty Sail, did 
not reach fi<gebeck till the feventh of Otlober. Sir 
William fpent three Days in nothing but Confultati
on, while the French made ali poffible Preparation 
for a Defence, and, by this Means, fuffered the1n 
to get over the Fright and Confiernation, into which . 

. the firft Appearance of the Fleet had thrown them ; 
for the Place was not in any Pofture of Defence. 
It gave them Time likewife to draw ali the Country 
round them into the Town. And on th~ fourth Day 
Sir fVilliam fummoned the Count to furrender, who 
returned him fuch an Anfwer as his Conduéè deferv
ed. 

The Engli/h 1anded four Miles below the Town, 
and had thick vVoods to march through, before 
they could come at it, in w hich Ambufcades of 
French and lndians were tnade at proper Difiances, 
by whom the Englijh were repulfed with confiderable 
Lofs. They attempted the Wood again the next 
Da 1 with no better Succefs. 

K Tht: 
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CH A P. The French, in their Account of this Aéèion, fay, 

VI. that the Men, though they appeared to be as little 
~ difciplined as Men could be, behaved with great 

Bravery, but that Sir William's Conduél: was fuch, 
that, if he had been in Concert with them, he 
could not have do ne more to ru in the Enterprize ; 
yet his Fidelity was never fufpeéted. In ihort, this 
Defcent was fo ill managed, that the Englifh got 
on Board again in the Night, with the Lofs of ali 
the Cannon and Baggage w hich they had land
ed. 

The French thought themfelves in fuch great 
Danger at that Time, that they attributed their De
liverance to the mofl: immediate Proteél:ion of Hea-

- ven, ih confounding the Deviees of their Enemy, 
and by depriving them of common Senfe ; and for 
this Reafon the People of ~ebeck make an annu
al Proceffion, in Commemoration of this Deliver
ance. 

Sir William cannonaded the Town for forne Time 
with little Execution, and then returned in Haft, 
Winter approaching; indeed that Seafon was alrea
dy fo far advanced, that he loft eight Veffels in his 
Return. 

The Pive Nations continued their IncurfiotJs ail a
long St. Laurence River, from Mo1Ztreal to !0febeck, 
and carried away many Scalps. At one Time a 
French Officer, with thirty eight Men, furprifed 
forne of the Pive NatimJS in a Cabin, which they 
had built near Lake St. Piere. Sorne of them efcaped 

·and informed two ether Cabins, which the French · 
had not difcovered, and they returned with their Corn
panions, and ki lied the Cap tain ana Lieutenant, and 
one half of the Men. 

Notwithfianding that the Frencl1 preferved their 
Country, thefe wurlike Expeditions, and the Necef~ 
fity thèy were under of being on thcir Guard, pre
vented their cultivating the Ground, or of reaping 
the Fruit of ·what they had fowed or planted. This 

1 occafioned 
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occafioned a Famine in Canada, and, to increafe 
the Mifery of the poor Inhabitants, they were 
forced to feed the Soldiers gratis, w hile the ir own 
Children wanted Bread. 

ln Oélober the Onondagas, Cayugas, and Oneydoes 
came to Alba1Z)', to condole with the Englijh, for the 
Men loft in the Expedition aga!n!l: Montreal, as they 
bad already clone with the Mohawks. They faid 
it was ev er their Cu!l:om to condole with the ir F riends 
when they loft any N umber of Men in Battle, 
though they had the Viétory. They at the fame 
Time, as they had often clone before, complained 
of the Dearnefs of Powder : Why, fay they, do ymt 
call us your King's Soldiers, when you will not feil 
us Powder at the ufual and reafonable Rates? 

And in anfwer to a Complaint, of there not being 
a fufficient N umber of Englifh fent againfl: Montreal, 
the People of Albany upbraided them with a Breach 
of Promife, in not fending that Party down Cada
rackui River which they promifed, which they faid 
was the chief Reafon of the want of Succefs in that 
Expedition. 

C HA P. VII. 

'l'he French and the Five Nations conûnue the 
War all Winter witb various Succefs. 'l'he 
French burn a Captain of the Five Nations 
alive. 

T HE old French Go vern or kept up his Vi- C H A p; 
gour and Spirits wonderful1y, no Fatigue VII." 

made him ever think of Reft. He knew of what \./\!"'V 
Ufe it would be to convince the Pive Nations, that 
the joir.t Attack of the Englifh and lndians had 
neitlicr weakened him, nor frightened h.im from 
carrying on the War with as much Vigour as before. 

K 2 lt 
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CH A P. It was abfolutely neceffary that the Utawawas and 

VII. other Wrftern Indians, who came to Montreal to 
'- ..,. ' trade, fuould return fafe to their own Country, o

therwife there would be an End to the French 
Trade with thofe Nations, upon which the Being 
of Canada depends ; for it is only by the Fur-trade 
with thefe Nations that they make Returns to Eu
rope; and if thefe Nations did not return inTime, ali 
the Wt.flern lndians would look on the French as 
loft, and confequently would make Peace with the 
Pive Natioits, and perhaps · join in the Defl:ruétion 
of Canada. 

Captain la Forefl, with one hundred and ten 
Men, was fen t to conduél: the Utawawas Home ; 
he carried with him confiderable Prefents fent by 
the King of France, to confirm thefe Nations in the 
French Interefi. -

Two Indian Prifcners, taken at la Prairie, were 
given to the Utawawas, and carried with them, to 
confirm the Stories they were to tell of their Suc
ceffes againft the Englijh and Ft·ve Nations. Thefe 
poor Men were there burnt alive ; and if I ihould 
add, that it was clone by French Infl:igation, what 
1 ihall relate by and by will clear me of the want 
of Charity. 1 believe it was fo, in Order to rivet 
the Hatred between thefe People and the FYve Na
tions. 

The Pive Nations continued their Incurfions ail 
Winter on Canada. Forty of the Mohawks fcll np
on Fort Jfercheres, and . c~rried off twen ty of the 
Inhabitants ; but the Alarm reaching Montreal, 
Mr. de Crizaei, with one hundred Men of the regu
Jar Troops, was fent in purfuit of them, who reco
vered moft of the Prifoners. 

The Count de frontenac being informed, that a 
confiderable Party of the Fve Nations hunted Bever 
on the Neck of Land between Cadarackui Lake and • 
Lake Erie, with great S~.curity, rcfolved to give 

them 
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them a better Opinion of the Strength and Courage CH A p. 

of the .French. For this Purpofe he fent three hun- VII. 
dred and twel ve Men to fu rpr ife them, und er the~ 
Command of Mr. Beattcour, a young Gentleman. 
The Praying Indians of Montreal were of the Party. 
This Expedition being in the Winter, they were 
obliged to undergo crue] Fatigues, while they march-
ed on the Snow with fnow Shoes, and carried aH 
their Provifion on their Backs. Severa} of the 
French had their Feet frozen, which obliged fifteen 
to return, with forne old Indians, that cou]d not bear 
the Fatigue ; and it was with much Difficulty that 
Beaucour cou]d perfuade the refi: to continue theit 
March. After a March to a furprizing Diftance, 
at that Seafon of the Y ear, they furprifed eighty 
of the Pive Nations, who notwithfl:anding made a 
brave Defence, and did not run before they left 
moft of their Men dead on the Spot. Three Wo-
men were made Prifoners, -with w hom the French 
immediately turned back to Montreal. Sorne ftrag-
ling Parties went towards A!barl)', but did no more 
Mifchief than killing two or three fl:ragling Perfons, 
and alarming the Country. 

The Trade to Mifli!imakinak being fl:ill intire1y 
ftopt, by the Parties of the Fh.:e Nations invefl:ing 
Cadarackui River, by which, and Cadarackui Lake, 
the Paffage in Canoes is made to the Wejlern lndi
ans, Captain la Noue, with a Command of the re
guJar 'froops, was ordered earJy in the Spring to 
guard the Traders through that Paffage ; but when 
he reached the Falls de Calumette, he difcovered the 
Enemy, and returned fafter than he went. 

La Noue had Orders a fecond Time to attempt 
this Palfage, and went as far as the River du Lievre 
(thirty Leagues from Montreal) without any Ob
ftrudion ; but there difcovering feveral Canoes of 
the Pive Nations, he went back as fait as before. 

K 3 The 



t 34- c_the HISTORY of the 
CH A p. The §2.gatoghies and the Bullhtads * having in

VII. formed the French of another fmaller River, which 
"-'v--' falls into Cadarackui River, and runs to the North

ward of it, by which a Paifage n1ight he made to 
the Lakes, it was re fol ved to a ttem pt this Paifage, 
though it were much farther round, and more danger
ous, thete being many more rapid Falls in .that River. 
Three Officers, with thirty Soldiers, were fent with 
the Traders for this Purpofe, but a Party of the 
Pive Nations meeting with them in the long Fa!J, 
before they reached .this River, they were ail killed 
or taken, except four that efcaped back to Mont
real. 

A confiderable Party of the Pive Nations, under 
the Command of Blackkettle, a famous Hero, con· 
tinued a long Time on Cadarackui River, in hopes 
of meeting with other French Parties, in their Paf
fage towards Mijfi!imakinak; but fiading that no At· 
tempts were made that Way, he refolved to make 
an Irruption into the Country round Montreal. The 
French fay he bad fix hundred Men with him ; but 
they ufually increafe the Number of their Enemies, 
in the Relation they give of thefe Tranfaél:ions, ei
ther to excufe their Fears, or to increafe their Glory. 

Blackkettle overrun the Country (to ufe the French 
Expreffion) as a Torrent does the Low-lands, when 
it over.flows its Banks, and there is no withfianding 
it. The Soldiers bad Orders to ftand upon the 
defenfive within their Forts. Mr. de Vaudreuil pur
fued this Party (after they had burnt and ravaged 
the who le Country) at the Head of four hundred 
Men ; he overtook them and furprifed them. The 
Pive Nations fought defperateJy, though the fame 
Author, at this Place, makes them no more than 
two hundred Men. After they had 1oft twenty 
Men on the Spot, they broke through the French, . 
and marched off. The French loft four O.fficers 

~ The Bullbead, are faid to be cowardly People. 

and 
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and many co mm on Soldiers, and they took five Men, CH A p. 

nine W amen, and five Children Prifoners. VII. 

The Pive Nations in a few Da ys had however fomè ~ 

Revenge; a Captain having had Orders to guard the 

VeJTels from Montreal to !?Jyebeck, a Party of the 

Pive Nations attacked him in his Return, as he paf-

fed through the Iflands in Lake St. Pierre. He him-

felf was killed, and the who le Party intirely rout-

ed. 
The French ali this Summer were obliged to keep 

upon the defenfive within their Forts, while the 

Pive Nations, in fmall Parties, ravaged the whole 

Country, fo that no Man fiirred the leaft Diftance 

from a Fort, but he was in danger of lofing his 

Scalp. 
The Count de Frontenac was pierced to the Heart, 

when he found that he could.not revenge thefe ter

rible Incurfions of the Pive Natio11s; and hisAnguifh 

made him guilty of fuch a Piece of monfhous Cru

elty, in burning a Prifoner alive after the .lndian 

Manner, as though 1 have frequently mentioned 

to have been clone by the Indians, yet 1 forbore 

giving the Particulars of fuch barbarous Aéts, fuf

peéting it might be tao offenfive to Chriftian Ears, 

even in the Hiftory of Savages. Here however 1 think 

it ufeful to give a circumftantial Account of this horrid 

Aét, to fhew on one Hand, w hat Courage and Re

folution, Virtue, the Love of G ory, and the 

Love of one's Country can infiill into Mens Minds, 

even w here the Knowledge of true Religion is 

wanting ; and on the other Hand, how far a falfe 

Po licy, und er a corrupt Religion, can debafe even 

great Minds. 
The Cou nt de Frontenac, I fay, condemned two 

Prifoners of the Pive Nations to be burnt publickly 

alive. The Intendant's Lady intreated him to 

modera te the Sentence, and the J efuits, it is faid, 

ufed their Endeavours for the fame Purpofe. But the 

Count de Frontenac faid, there is a Neceffity of 
K 4 making 
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CH A P. making fuch an Example, to frighten the Pive NaVIf. tions from approaching the Plantations, fince the In-~ dulgence, that had hitherto been fhewn, had in

couraged them to advance with the greateft Bo}d .. 
nefs to the very Ga tes of their Towns ; w hile they 
thought they run no other Rifque, but of being made 
Prifoners, where they live better than at Home. 
He added, that the Pive Nations having burnt fo 
many French, juftified this Method of maki-ng Re
prizals. But with Submiffion to the Politenefs of 
the French Nation, may 1 not afk, whether every 
(or any) horrid Aél:ion of a barbarous Enemy, can 
juftify a civilized Nation in doing the like? 

Wh en the Governor could not be moved, the Je
fuits went to the Prifon, to inftruéè the Prifoners in the 
Myfteries of our Holy Religion, viz. of the Trinity, 
the Incarnation of our Saviour, the Joys of Paradife, 
and the Punifuments of Hell, to fit their Souls for 
Heaven by Baptifm, while their Bodies were con
demned to Torments. But the Indians, after they 
had heard their Sentence, refufed to hear the J efuits 
fpeak, and began to prepare for Death in their own 
Country Manner, by finging their Death Song. 

Sorne charitable Perfon threw a Knife into the 
Prifon, with which one of them difpatched himfelf: The other was carried out to the Place of Executi
on by the Chriftian Indians of Loretto, to which 
he walked, feemingly, with as much Indiffe
rence as ever Martyr dtd to the Stake. · While they were. torturing him, he continued finging, that he 
was a Warrior brave and without Fear ; that the 
moft cruel Death could not fhake his Courage ; that 
the n1oft cruel T01·ment fuould not draw an inde
ce.nt Expreffion from him ; that his Comrade was a Coward, a Scandai to the Pive Nations, who had 
killed himfelf for fear of Pain ; that he had the 
Comfort to refleêr, that he had made many Frenchmen Iuffer as he did now. He fully verified his 
\Vords, for the moft violent Torment could not 

force 
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force the lea{\: Complaint from him, though his 

Executioners tried their utmofl: Skill to do it. They 

firfl: broiled his F eet between two red hot Stones ; 

then they put his Fingers into red hot Pipes, and 

though he had his Arms at Liberty, he would not 

pull his Fin gers out ; they eut his Joints, and ta

king hold of the Sinews, twifl:ed them round fmall 

Bars of Iron. Ali this while he kept finging and 

recounting his own brave Aél:ions againfl: the French. 
At laft they flead his Scalp from his Skull, and 

poured fcalding hot Sand upon it ; at which Time 
the lntendant's Lady obtained Leave of the Go

vernor to have the èoup-de-grace given, and I be

lieve fue thereby likewife obtained a Favour to e
very Reader, in delivering him from a further 

continuance of this Account of French Cruelty. 
Notwithfl:anding this Cruelty, which the French 

Governor manifefted towards the Five Nations, and 

thereby his Hatred of them, he found Peace with 

them fo neceff'ary to Canada, that he ftill purfued it 

by ail the Means in his Power. For this Purpofe 

the Praying Indians (who, as I obferved before, are 

Mohawks, and have always kept a Correfpondence 

with their own Nation) were employed to bring it 

about, and to endeavour a Ceff'ation of Arms, that 
the Governor might have an Opportunity of fuew

ing what kind Things he had in his Heart towards 

the Pive Nations, but without Succefs. , 

C H A P. VIII. 

'l'he Five Nations treat with Captain Ingoldiby. 

137 

T HE Governor of New-York, Colonel S!augh- CH A P. 

ter's Death, foon after his Arriva), was very VIII. 

prejudicial to the Affairs of New~Tork; for Captain ~ ' 

.fngoldjby, who bad no other Commiffion but that of 

Ça ptain of one of the Independent Companies of 
· Foot, 
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CH A p.Foot, took upon himfelf the Government of the 

VIII. Province, without any Authority ; and he having 
'- v ' likewife highly offended a great N umber of the 

People, by the Share he took in the late Party 
~arrels, it was not eafy for him to profecute any 
vigorous Meafures. He was reckoned to be much 
more a Soldier than a Statefman. 

Captain Ingoldjby met the Pive Nations at Alba .. 
ny, the fixth of 'june 1692. In his Speech, he told 
them of his vigorous Refolutions to profecute the 
War, and then blamed them for not fending (ac
cording to the ir Promife) a Party down Cadarackui 
River, to join them that went from Albany againft 
Montreal, and for their Carelefnefs in fuffering them
felves to be furprifed lafl: Winter in their Hunting. 
He ddired them to keep the Enemy in perpetuai 
A1at~m, by the Incurfions of their Parties into the 
Enemy's Country, and to give him timeJy Notice 
of al1 their Motions. I-le told them in the next Place-, 
that he heard the French were {till ufing their wonted 
Artifice, of amufing them with Offers of Peace; 
but the former Proceedings of the French fufficiently 
demonftrates, fa id he to theBrethren, that while Peace is 
in their Mouths, War is in their Hearts, and the 1ate 
horrid Murder of the Brethren, after OEarter given, 
fufficiently fbews the Perfidy and Rancour of their 
Hearts. It is in vain, faid he, to think of any 
Celfation of Arms, much lefs of a Peace, while the 
two Kings are at VVar at Home. He added, Vir
ginia is ready to affift us, and only waits the 
King's Orders, whid1 are dai]y expeél:ed, and then 
renewed the Chain for Virginia. In the laft Place 
he told them, that he beard the Dionondadas 
had fent two Prifoners Home, with a View thereby 
to procure Peace ; and ad vifed them by ali Means to 
make Peace with that Nation. 

The 
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The Pive Nations anfwered by Cheda, an Ontydo CH A P. 

Sachem : VIII. 
~ 

" Brother Corlear, 
T'he Sachems of the Pive Nations have with 

great Attention heard Corlear fpeak ; we fhall 

make a fhort Recital, to fhew you with what Care 

we have hearkened. After the Recital he conti

nued. 
We heartily thank Corlear, for his coming to 

this Place to view the Strength thereof, for his 

bringing Forces with him, and for his Refolution 

of putting Garifons into the Frontier Places. Giving 

five Bevers and a Belt. 
Brother Corlear, as to what you blame us for, 

let us not reproach one another, fuch Words do 

not faveur weil among Friends. They gave no

thing with this Article. 
Brother Corlear, be patient under the Lofs of 

your Men, as we are of the Mohawks our Brethren, 

that were killed at the fame Time. Y ou take no 

Notice of the great Lolfes we have fuffered. We 

defigned to have come to this Place to have con

doled with y ou in y our Lofs, but the W ar took up 

ail our Time, and employed ail Hands. They 

gave five Bevers, four OtterP. and one Belt, as a 

Gift of Condolence. 
Brother Corlear, we are all Subjeéts of one great 

King and Q2een, we have one Head, one Heart, 

one Intereft, and are all ingaged in the fame War. 

Y ou tell us, that we mufl: expeét: no .Peace w hile 

the Kings are at W ar on the other Si de the great 

W ater. W e th an k y ou for being fo plain with us. 

We affure you we have no Thoughts of Peace. 

We are refolved to carry on the War, though we 

know we only are in danger of being Lofers. Pray 

do y ou profecute the W ar with the fame Refoluti

on. Y ou are ftrong and have many People. Y ou 

have a great King, who is able to hold out long. 
We 



7'he HisTo.RY of the 
CH A P. we are but a fmaiJ People, and decline dai1y, by 
VIII. the Men we lofe in this W ar, we do our utmofl: 
~ to deB:1 oy the En emy ; but how fi range does it feem 

to us! How unaccountable! that while our great King 
is fo inveterate againft theFrench, and you are fo earnefl: 
with us to carry on the War, that Powder is now 
fold deater to us than ever? We are poor, and not 
able to huy while we negleél: hunting; and we can
not hunt and carry on the W ar at the fame Time : 
W e expeél:, that this Evil we fo juftly corn plain of 
be immediately remedied. Giving nine Bevers. 

Brother Corlear, you àefire us to keep the Enemy 
in perpetuai Alarm, tbat they may have no Refr, 
till they are in their Graves ; Is it not to fecure your 
own F ron tiers? Wh y then not one Ward of your 
People that are to join us ? W e affure y ou we fhaJ J 
continue to carry on the War into the Heart of 
th'e Enemies Country. Giving eight Bevers. 

W ethe Pive Nations, Mohawks, OnC)•does, Onon
dagas, Cq_yugas, and Senekas, renew the Silver Chain 
whereby we are Iinked faft with our Brethren of AJ!a
rigoa (Virginia) and we promife to preferve it as 
Jang as the Sun 1hall fhine in the Heavens. Giving 
ten Bevers. 

But Brother Corlear, How cornes it, that none of 
our Brethren fafrened in the fame Chain with us, of
fer their heiping Hand in this general War, in which 
our great King is engaged againft the French? Pray 
Corlear, how come Maryland, Delaware River, and 
New- England, to be difengaged from this W ar ? 
Y ou havt:; al ways toid us, that they are our Brethren, 
Subjeéts of the fame great King. Has our King fo]d 
them? Or do they fail in their Obedience? Or do 
thev draw their Arms out of our Chain? Or bas the 
gre~t King commanded, that the few Subjeél:s he has 
in this Place, ihould make W ar againfl: the French 
alone? Pray make plain to us this Myftery? How 
can they and we be Brethren, and make different 
Families? How can they and we be Subjeéts of the 

fame 
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fame great King, and not be engaged in the fame CH A P. 

War? How can they and we have the fame Heart, VIII. 
the fame Head, and the fame Intereft, as you tell us,~ --' 
and not have the fame Thoughts? How cornes it, 
that the Enemy burns and deftroys the Towns in 
New-England, and they make no Refiftance? How 
cornes our great King to make War, and not to 
deftroy his Enemies? When, if he would only com-
mand his Subjeél:s on this Side the great Lake to 
joyn, the Defl:ruél:ion of the Enemy would not make 
one Summer' s W or k. 

·y ou need not warn us of the Deceit and Treache
ry of the French, who would probably infinuate 
'1'houghts of Peace; but Brethren, you need not 
fear us, we will never hearken to them : Tho• at 
the fame Time, we muft own, that we have not 
been without Thoughts of your being inclined to 
Peace, by Reafon of the Brethrens Backwardnefs 
in pulhing on the War. The French fpread Re
ports among us to this Purpofe, and fay, that 
they had in a Manner concluded the Matter with 
y ou. W e rejoice to be now affured of this Falfhood. 
W e fuall ne ver defift fighting the French as long 
as we fhall live. And gave a Belt of Wampum. 

W e now re new the old Chain, and here plant the 
Tree of Profperity and Peace. May it grow and 
thrive, and fpread its Roots even beyond Canada. 
Giving a Bdt. 

W e make the Houfe dean, where ali our Affairs 
of Importance are tranfaéted with thefe five Otters. 

W e return y ou Thanks for the Powder and Lead 
given us ; but what lhall we do with them without 
Guns, fhall we throw them at the En emy ? W e 
doubt they will not hurt them fo. Before this we 
al ways had Guns given us. It is no Wonder the Go
vernor of Canada gains upon us, for he fupplies his 
lndians with Guns as weil as Powder; he fupplies 
them plèntifully with every Thing that can hurt us. 
Giving fi ve Otters. 

As 
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Asto the Dionondadas fetting two of our Nation at 

Liberty, we mufl: tell y ou, that it was not the Aét 
of that Nation, but the private Aél: of one Perfon: 
W e are defirous to make Peace with th at Nation 
as foon as we can, upon honourable Terms. And 
gave a Belt. 

The Mohawks, before they left the Piace, defired 
a private Conference with the Governor, and told 
him, that they were ali exceedingly diffatisfied, that 
the other Englifh Colonies gave no Affiftance, and 
that it might prove of ill Confequence. Captain 
lngoldjby promifed to write to them, and hoped it 
would have a good Effeét. 

CH A P. IX. 

':lhe French furprife and take tbree Mohawk Caflles. 

CH A P. THE Praying Indians promifed their Endea· 
IX. vours to reconcile their Brethren the Mo-

' -., ' hawks to the French, on whom. the French ex
peéted they would have much Influence ; but their 
Endeavours proving ineffeétual, their Correfpond· 
ence began to be fufpeéted. The French thought 
they did more Hurt than Good, by the Intelligence 
the Enemy by their Means received. The French 
in Canada began to lofe their Spirits, by being obliged 
to remain fo long upon the defenfive, as the Five 
Nations gained more Courage by it. The Count 
de Frontenac thought it therefore abfolutely necefTary 
to undertake forne bold Enterprize, to fhew the 
Five Nations, that they had to do with an Enemy 
fl:i!l able to aél: offenfively : An Attack on the 
Mohawks he thought would be mo!l: effeé1:ual for this 
Purpofe, becaufe it would ihew, at the fame Time, 

that 
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that the Englifh would not protetl: their nearefl: CH A P. 

Neighbours. As this was defigned to be done by IX. 
Surprize, the Winter S afon was chofen for this ~ 
Purpofe, as leaft to be fufpeél:ed at fuch a Time ; 
and when the Enemy could not, without great 
Hardfhip, keep Scouts abroad, to difcover them or 
the Englifh give any Affiftance. 

The Body of the French defigned for this Expe-
~ àition was put under three Captains of the regular 

Troops, and thirty Subalterns, and confifted of 
picked Men of the regular Troops of the common 
Militia of the Country of the Praying Indians, the 
fi2!Jatoghies of Loretto, ddirondacks, and Sohokies., 
who live to the eaftward of Boflon, making in all 
about fix or feven hundred Men, fo that a great 
Part of the Foree of Canada was employed in it. 
They were weil fupplied with ail Sorts of Ammuniti
on, Provifion, Snow.Shoes, and fuch Conveniencies 
for Carriage, as were praéticable upon the Snow, and 
through fu ch great F orefts as they had to pafs. 
The French at Canada have a Kind of light Sledges 
made with Skins, and are drawn by large Dogs on 
the frozen Snow. 

They fet out frmn la Prairie de Magdaleine the 
1 5th of ]anuary 1692-3, after having endured what 
might have been thought unfurmountable Hardfuips; 
they pa.ifed by Schmeélady at forne Diftance from it, 
on the 8th of Fèbruary, at which Time one that 
had been taken Prifoner, when that Place was fack
ed, made his Efcape from them, and gave the 
People of Scbeneélady Intelligence of the Frmcb, who 
by an Exprefs, immediatelyinformed the Command
ant of Albany. The Millitia was expeditiou{ly raifed, 
and a L1eutenant with fifty five horfe was imme
diately difpatched to Scheneélady ; but no C· re 
was taken to give the Mohawks Notice, which 
might have been donc without much Danger, by 
fendit g up the So11th Side of the River, whi ft 
the FïeiJch march ... d on the North. The Fi·mcb, on 

the 

/ 
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CH A P. the 8th at Night, reached the firft A1ohaw.f. Cafrle1 

XI. where there were only five Men, and forne Women 
'- '"' _; and Children in great Security, their other Men being 

· ali abroad, thefe were ali taken without Oppofition. 
The next Fort not far from it was in like Manner 
furprized, without any Oppofition, both of them 
were very fmalJ, and being next the Englijh, not 
fortified. 

Scbeneétady being the nearefl: E nglifh Settlement 
to the Mohawks, and but a little W a y from their 
nearefl: Cafl:le, many of them are al ways there. The 
Mohawks then in the Town were exceedingly en
raged, that none went out to affifl: their Nation; 
forne were fent therefore out the next Day, to gain 
Information of the Enemy, and to give the Mo
hawks Notice; but they returned without doing their 
Duty. . 

The French went on to the next Mohawk Fort, 
which was the 1argefl:; and corning to that in the 
Night, they beard forne Noife, and fufpeél:ed they 
were difcovered: But this Noife was only occafioned 
by a W ar Dance, forty of the Indians defigning to 
go next Day upon forne Enterprize. The French 
approached the Ca flle filently, and fin ding the In
dians no way on their Guard, opened the Gate, and 
entered before they were difcovered; but notwith
ftanding this, and the Confufion the lndians muft 
be in, this Conquefl: was not without Lofs of BJood, 
the French having loft thirty Men, before the Indi
ans entirely fubrnitted : The French defigned to have 
put them a11 to the Sword, but their own Indians 
would not fuffer it, and gave Qlarter: They took 
three hundred Prifoners, of whom one hundred 
were fighting Men. I have no Account of the Num
ber of Mobawkr killed, but no Doubt it was very 
confiderable. 

When the Account came to Alban)', how much 
the Mohawks, who were at Schenettady, were enraged, 
that no Affiftance was fent to their Country men; 

1 )Jeter 
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Peter Schuyler a Major of the Militia offered himfelfCH A p • 

togo with what Force tould be got ready for their IX. , 
Affifrance. He went himîelf immediately to Sche- '-r-I 
1zeélady, and fent out to difcover, the Enemy: His 
Scouts brought him Intelligence, firft, that the French 
were in Poffeffion of the two fmallefl: Forts, after-
wards, that they had heard great Firing at the largefl: 
Fort ; and at lait, that it was taken. Having re
ceived 200 Men, partly regular Troops, but moll: 
of the Militia, he be gan his March on the I 2 th in 
~eft of the Enemy ; but hearing foon after, that 
fix hundred Men of the upper Cafiles were on their 
March, 'tis probah!e he did not endeavour to be up 
with the French [o Coon as he might ; for 1 find by 
his Journal, that he was nearer then1 on the four
teenth, than he was two Days after. He had not 
fufficient Force to fight them: He fent therefore to 
the upper lndians, to hafl:en their March. On the 
1 5th he was joined by thefe Indians, in ali two 
hundred and ninety Men and Boys, very ill armed. 
His Body then confifted of two hundred and fifty 
Chrifrians, and two hundred and ninety Indians, 
armed fighting Men. They had no other Provifion 
but forne Bifcuit everv Man had in his Pocket. On 
the 16th he was informed by an Indian, who pte
tended to be a Deferter, that the French had built 
a Fort, where they defigned to wait for him, and 
fight him; whereupon he fent an Exprefs to Coll. 
Ingoldejby, then Commandant at Albany, to haften 
more Men to join him, with fufficient Provifion fo( 
the whole. He found afterwards, that this lndian 
was fent by the French, on purpofe to perfuade the 
Indians to give over the Purfuit. Major Schuyler 
came up to the Enemy on the 17th; when he caine 
near them he did not go on ftreight towards them, 
for Fear of Ambufcades, but marched round. As 
foon as he came in Sight, he was faluted with three 
loud Shouts, which were at1fwered with as much 
Noife. The lndians began in their Manrter to fe

L cure 
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CH A P. cure themfelves, by felling the Trees between them' 

IX. and the Enemy fallied out to prevent them, but 
~ were foon beat back. The lndians feil to W ork a

gain, and defired the Chrifiians to affifi them, which 
was done, but in fuch Confufion, that they them
felves were in Danger from the falling Trees. The 
French fallied a fecond Time with ali their Force, 
crying out, They run, vJe'll eut them off, and get their 
Provi.fions; but they were warm1y received, and 
beat back into thejr Fort. They fallied a third 
Time. and wcre beat back with confiderable Lofs, 
the Indians bringing in feveral Heads and Scalps. 
As foon as the Skirmifhing was over, the Major fent 
back an Exprefs, to ha!ten the Men that were to 
reinforce him, and were to bring Provifion, forne of 
.. he Men llaving had no Provifion for two Days. 
The Major then fecured himfelf, under the Cover 
of the fallen Trees, and kept out Watches to ob
ferve the Jtrench. 

The 1 8th proving a cold fl:ormy Day, with 
Sno\v, he was informed, by a Deferter11 that the 
French were upon their March, it not being eafy to 
follow their Tracks, or to difcover them in fuch 
Weather. The Officers were commanded to purfue 
and retard their March, till the Reinforcement 
fuould come up, but the Men refufed to march 
without Provifion. The Officers, with about 6o 
Men, and a Body of Indians, followed the Enemy 
till Night, when they began to fecure themfelves, 
by fortifying their Camp. The Officers wanting 
a fufficient N umber to fecure themfel v es in like Man
ner, or to fight the Enemy, returned, 1eaving a· 
bout forty Chrifiians, and one hundred Indians, to 
obferve them. On the I 9th the Provifions, with 
about 8o Men, arrived, under the Command of 
Captain Sims of the regular Troops. Every Man, 
as he was ferved with Provifion, marched towards 
the Enemy. The Van was commanded by Caprain 
Peter Matthews of the regular Troops, who coh ing 

- up 
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up with the Enemy's Rear, would have attacked CH A P. 
them, to retard their March, but the Mohawks were IX. 
averfe to fighting. The French dropt on purpofe ~. 
feveral of their Prifoners, who told the Mohawks, 
that the French were refolved to put ail the Prifon .. 
ers to the Sword, if they fuould be attacked. The 
Enemy palfed the North Branch of Hudfon's River 
upon a Cake of lee, which, v~ry opportunely for 
them, ftuck there in one Place, while it was open 
by a late Thaw, both above and below. T·h 
W eather continuing very cold, and the Indians 
averfe to fighting, Major Schuyler gave over the 
Purfuit on the 2oth, having loft only four private 
Men, and as many Indians, two Officers and twelve 
Metl Chrifiians and Indians were wounded. The 
French loft thirty three Men (the Bodies of twenty 
fe ven were fou nd) of w hon1 four were O.fficers, and 
twenty-fix wounded, as the Deferters told him. Be-
tween forty and fifty Prifoners were recovered. 1 
have been told, that Captain Matthews defired 
Coll. Schuyler, when he came firft up with the 
French, to fummon them to furrender ; he faid, the 
French are in great Difl:refs, and this will give them 
an Opinion of our Strength ; but Coll. Schuyler re.-
fufed, tho' he was brave, he was no Soldier; and 
it is very probable, that the French obferving the 
want of Conduél: and Difcipline, were encouraged. 
It is true, the Englijh were in great Want of Provi 
fions at that Time. The lndians eat the Bodies of 
the French that they found.. Coll. Schuyler ( as he 
told me himfelf) going among the lndians at that 
Time, was invited to eat Broth with them, which 
forne of them had ready boiled, which he did, till 
the v, putting the Lad le into the Kettle to take 
out· more, brought out a French Man's Hand, which 
put an End to his A ppetite. 

The French went home as fafl: as they could carry 
their wounded Men with them ; but coming ta a 
Place, w he re they had hid Provifions for their Su p-

L 2 ply 
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C H A p, ply in their return, they found it all fpoiled. This 

lX. put them in great Diftrefs, {o that they were 
'--v--J forced to eat their Shoes ; they fent forne of the 

nimbleft Men forward to Montreal, that Provifion 
might meet them. As foon as they came near the 
Settlements they difperfed, every Man running 
home to eat, fo that they returned to Canada like 
an Ar my routed. The French own they loft eighty 
Men, and had thirty three wounded in this Expe
èition. 

One may wonder how it is poffible for Men to 
march feveral hundred Miles in the Wildernefs, 
w hile the Grou nd is every w here covered with 
Snow, two or three Feet deep at leaft; but the fore
mofl rn arch on Snow Shoes, wh ich beat a firm 
Track for thofe that fo11ow. At Night, when they 
reft, they dig a Hole in the Snow, throwing the 
Snow up ali round, but highefl: towards that Side 
from whence the Wind blows, fo large, as to contain 
as many Men as can lye round a Fire : They make 
the Fire in the Middle, and caver the frozen Ground 
round it with the fmall Branches of the Fir-Trees. 
Thus they tell me a Man lyes much warmer, than 
one imagines that never tried it. 

When the Information of the French came to 
Scbenettady, an Exprefs was fent to New -York to 
Coli. Fletcher then Governor there ; the Exprefs 
reached New-York, an hundred and fiftv Miles from · 
.Albany, the 12th at ten in the Night. ·The Gaver
nor got the City Regim·.::nt und er Arms by eight the 
next Morning, 

fie called out to know who were willing to go 
with him to the Frontiers, they ail immediately 
threw up their Hats, and anfwered one and ali. In
deed the People of this Province have, upon ali Oc
cafions, lhe~n their Courage and Refolution in De
fence of their Country; but the l\1isfortune is, they 
are under no Difcipline, and have been feldom led 
by tvlen that knew . thc~r Duty. The Governor or-

der-



Part II. FivE INDIAN NATIONs, &c. Î49 

dered an hundred and fifty Voluntiers for this Ser- C nA P. 

vice, and as many more from Long-ljland. The IX. 

River then happened to be open by a fudden Thaw, ~ 

which does not, at that Time of the Year, happen 

once in twenty Y ears. He embarked three hundred. 

Men in five Sloops, by four in the Afternoon of the 

1 4th, and arrived at Albany the 1 7th at nine in the 

Morning. The fame Day the Governor went to 

ScheneétadJ', and ordered the Men to follow, but 

before they could get every Thing ready for their 

March into the Woods, they had an Account, that 

Major Schuyler was upon his Return. Severa} Gen-

tlèmen of Albany, particularly Mr. L1-njlear, a 

Gentleman of the bell: Efl:ate there, went out Vo-

luntiers under Major Schuyle1~, which 1 ought not to 

have forgot. 
Coll. Fletcher made a Speech to the Mohawks 

at Albany, he blamed their fupine Negligence, in fuf .. 

fering themfdves to be furprifed in the Manner they 

were in Time of W ar. He told them that they had 

Reafon to be convinced, that the Englijh were their 

Friends heartily, by the Number of Men he had 

marched to their AŒftance in a very little Time, 

upon the fidl: Notice. He promifed to wipe away 

the ir T ears in the Spring, by confiderable Prefents ; 

and that he would, in the mean white, take Care of 

their Subfiftence, by providing Houfes and Viél:uals 

for them. He told them, he doubted they had forne 

falfe Brethren among them, that gave the French In· 
formation, and favoured their Defigns; and in the lafl: 

Place, advifed them to con vince the French., that they 

had not 1oft their Courage with this Misfortune. 

The Mohawks, in their Anfwer, ca11ed Coll. 

Fletcher by the Name of Cayenguira~o ; and he was 

called fo by the lndians always after this. It figni .. 

fies a great Jwift Arrow, as an Acknowledgement 

of the Speed he made to their A ffiftance, But they 

appeared, in their Anfwer, to be quite difheartned ; 

they had not, in the Memory of any Man, re-
L 3 ceivcd 
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ceived fuch a Blow. They faid their Strength was 
quite broke, by the Continuance of the W ar ; but 
they added, if ail the Englifh Colonies would join, 
they could ftill eafily take Canada : Their being fo ill 
armed, was the Reafon (they faid) th at the French 
had now efcaped. 

TheFrench, continued they, arm their Indians com .. 
pleatly, and furniih them with every Thing neceffary 
for W ar, as we find every Time we meet with them. 

w The French had got a great ~antity of Furs, 
and other Peltry, at Mijjilimakinak, by their Trade 
with the lndians ; but the Pive Nations had fo ef
feél:ually blocked up the Pa1fage between that and 
Canada, that they had remained there ufelefs to the 
French for feveral Y ears. The Count de Frontenac, 
after his Succefs againft the Mohawks, was in Hopes 
the Fh•e Nations would keep more at home in De
fence of their own Cafl:les, and with thefe Hopes fent 
a Lieutenant, with eighteen Canadians, and twenty 
p1·aying 11ldians, to open the Pa1fage to Milfili-. 
mrtkinak ; but this Party feil in with another of the 
Fh.Je Nations, who entirely routed them, fo that a 
tèw efèaped only, to give an Account of their Mif" 
fortune; at lafi: 200 Canoes, 1oaded with Furs from 
1\iiffilimakinak, arrived at Montreal, which gave 
as univerfal a J oy to Canada, as the Arrivai of the, 
Gallcons give in Spain. 

CH A P. X. 

q-be '1reaties and Negotiatio;zs the Five Nations had 
witb the Engli.lh a11d French, in the Tears 1693 
and 1694• 

C P AS by this Time the Reader may be ti red with the 
HXA • horrid Scenes of a barbarous War, it may he 
~forne ~~liefto obferve the lndian Genius in the Art~ of 

negot1atmg; and fee how ~ barbarous People, With
out 
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out any of the Arts ~nd Sciences in which we value CH A P. 

our fel v es, manage their Interefl: with the mofl: 1earn- 1 X. 
ed, mofl: polite, and artificial Nation in Europe. '-v--! 
The Pive Nations were informed, that the Gaver-
nor of Canada had recei ved from Europe a very 
confiderable Recruit of Soldiers, ancl. of ali Sorts of 
Ammunition. This, with the great Lofs the Mo-
hawks had Jately fuffered, while they bad been 
amufed by the E11glijh with great Hopes, and very 
little real Affiftance, made 'the Oneydoes, at lafl: yield 
to the Solicitations of the J efuit Milet, to fend a 
Meffage to the French for Peace. It is probable he 
bad the Art to influence the People at Albany to fa-
veur his Defigns, by giving them Hopes of being 
included in the Peace, as may be conje&ured, fron1 
what will appear in the Sequel. 

Coll. Fletcher being inforn1ed, that the Oneydoes 
had fent a Mdfenger to Canada, fent for the Pive 
Nations to Alban)'· Ile fpoke to them the third of 
July 1693· 

He firft excufçd his not meeting them as he had 
promifed, at the Time the Sap begins to run in the 
Trees, by Reafcn of his having received a Commif
fion to be Governor of Pe~Z.vania, to which Place 
he was obliged at that Time to go. He put them 
in Mind with what Speed he came to their Affift
ance lafl: Winter, and how effèétual, in ali Probabi
lity, it would have been, had they only retarded the 
Enemy's March till he could have reached them: 
He advifed them to guard againfl: being drunk, and 
fhewed them the ill Confequences of it in Time of 
War. 

"fhen he faid, " I have received Information, 
" tha.t forne of the Brethren are wavering, and 
" inclined to Peace with the Enemy ; and am af
" fured, that fuch Thoughts muft arife from the 
" Infl:igation of the Jefuit Milet, whom forne of 
~' the Brethren have fuffered to live fo long among 
~' them, and whofe only Pra&ice is to delude and 

L 4 .'' betray 
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CH A P." betray them. Let me therefore advife you to 

X. " remove that ill Perfon from among you. " 
'--v--1 In the End he condoled their Dead, and made 

them a very confiderable Prefent of ninety Guns, 
eight hundred and ten Pound of Powder, eight 
hundred Bars of Lead, a Thoufand Flints, eighty 
feven Hatchets, four Grofs of Knives, befides a 
conftderable ~antity of Cloathing and Provifions. 
This Prefent, he told them, their King and Queen 
had fent them, and renewed the Covenant for ail 
the Englifh Colonies. 

The King ufually fends them a confiderab1e Pre
fent with every new Governor fent to New-York, 

/ which is not always applied as it is deftgned. If 
this Prefent had been made fooner, it had been of 
much tnore Ufe to the Engli/h, as weil as to the Pive 
Nations. 
Th~ Pive Nations the next Day fpoke as follows. 

Brother Cayenguirago, 

" "".f-le are involved in a bloody War, which 
'' makes us fit in Sorrow and Grief; and being 
" about to fpeak of Matters of Importance, we, in 
" the firft Place, clear the Mouth and Throat of 
~' our Interpretefs, by giving her thefe three Bever 
~' Skins. · 

. Th en they repe~ted his Excellency's Speech, 
in Anfwer to which they faid, 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we rejoice, that the 
" great King and ~een of fingland take fuch 
~' Notice of us, as we find, by the large Prefent 
'' fent us; we return hearty Th~nks for the Am
" munition efpecially. 

" W e are glad th at our Broth~r Cayenguirag_o 
" renews the Chain, not only between us and this 
~' Government, b~t Jik~wife wit~ New-Eng!and, 
'' Virginia, Jylaryland and Penji:vania ; it fhall be 
f ' kept inviolable by us the Five Nation.', as long 
" as the Sun fhines. ~V e pray our Brother C~ye,;-

. guzrago 
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'' guirago to have a watchful Eye, that none Ca A p. 

" of the other Colonies keep any Correfpondence X. 

'' with the Enemy, but ufe their Endeavours to de- \./YV 
" ft roy them. W e heard nothing of what y ou 
'' told us of the Prieft Milet, who lives at O;zeydo, 
" till we came to this Town. We have enquired 
~' the Truth of our Brethren the Oneydoes, who con-
'' fefs, th at the Prie ft fe nt an Indian to Canada with 
~' Letters, which has furprifed us very much. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, you are our great Tree, 
"' whofe Roots extend to the utmoft Bounds of this 
" Government; we defire you may not be difturbed 
~' when any of our Prifoners mifbehave, for they 
" are not countenanced by us ; and aU proper Me
'' thods fhall be taken, to prevent the like for the 
" future. ln like Manner we beg you to take 
" Care, that none of the Prifoners you have cor
" refpond with the Enemy, as we fufpeél: the 
" Chevalier D' O. did; and that he was fent 
" with Letters to Canada by forne of our Brethren. 
'' (He made his Efcape from Bofion. ) 

" Brother Ca)•enguirago, In former Times our 
' " Propofitions to one another were only Difcourfes 
'' of Peace and Friend!hip, and in giving Prefents ; 
''but how much is the Cafe altered of late? Now 
'' we talk of nothing but War, and are continually 
" prompting one another to it. As to our Parts, 
" we will keep clofe to the W ar to the lait Drop 
'' of our Blood ; and tho' we be toffed to and fro 
'' with Storms, we will remain fl:edfaft to the lafl: 
" Man, as it was refolved by bath in the Begin-
" ning of the W ar. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we were told in our own 
" Country, not only that the King had made you 
c' Governor of Penjilvania, but likewife that you 
" were preparing a Fleet to take Canada. 0! what 
" joyful News this was to our young Men. Sadaga
" rus, the great Seneka Captain, was to command 
them. Now they faid, we need only make one 

· hearty 
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X. " Now there will be an End to this bloody War, 
~ u and ali our Troubles ; But alas, now we are come 

" he re, we he ar not one W ord of this Defign. 
" Brother Cayenguirago, you are that flourilhing 

" Tree that covers us ; y ou keep the Chain bright; 
" we have one Requeft to make to you, that you 
" may ftay with us, and not return to England ; for 
'' y ou know our Ways and Man ners. If y ou have 
" any Thing to tell the King and ~een, write it to 
c' them, fàr the King knows you to be a wife Man, 
" and will therefore believe you. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we are very glad to hear 
' that Penjilvania is come under your Government, 
'' bring their young Men here, with their Bows and 
" Arrows and Hatchets in their Hands, for this 
" is the Place of Aélion. W e are pleafed that 
" the Showouons or Satanas, who are our Enemies, 
,:; have applied to you for Proteél:ion ; and that you 
" fent them to us to endeavour a Peace, and that 
" you fent Chriftians with them, to conduél: them 
" back a gain. vVe wifh they were come to affift us 
" againft the common En emy. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, now we have clone, but 
" mufl: tell you again, that we roll and wallow 
" in Joy, by Reafon of the great Favour the great 
" King and ~een has clone us, in fending us Arms 
" and Ammunition, at a Tîme when we are in the 
" greateft Need of them; and becaufe there is fuch 
'' U nity among the Brethren. " 

They made the Governor a confiderable Prefent 
of Furs, to fhew their Refpeéè to his Perfon ; but 
they did not give one Belt to confirm any one Ar· 
ticle; fo that the whole of it is, according to their 

tile, only argumentative. 
Coll. Fletcher not being fatisfied with their Anfwer; 

concerning the J efuit Milet, made this further 
Propofal to them. " As to Milet the Prieft, whom 
'' the Brethren of One)' do Hill harbour among them, 

" I 
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'' 1 muft tell y ou again, that he betrays you, and C H A p. 

" ail your Councils ; and that you may fee 1 defire X. 
'' not to diminilh your Number, 1 am willing to ~ 
'' give y ou a pretty Indian Boy, in Lieu of the 
" old Priefl:; and accordingly the Boy was brought. 
~' and delivered to them. 

In anfwer to this the Oneydo Sachem faid, " As 
" foon as the Indian Melfenger returns ali his Papers 
" lhall be taken from him, and be forth with 
" brought to our Brother Cayenguirago, before the 
" Prieft fuall fee any of them : we are willing to 
" take the Boy in Exchange for the Prieft, but it is 
" not fafe to do it, while our l.\1elfenger is in the 
" Power of the Enemy; let the Boy ftay here till 
" we bring the Prie ft, w hi ch fhall be as foon as the 
" Melfenger fuall return ". But he gave no Belt, 
or other Prefent, to confirm this Promife. He ad
ded, 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we now acquaint you 
'' that it is propofed by ali the Pive Nations, to 
" make Peace with the Dionondadies, a Nation of 
" Indians near in Alliance with the French of Cana
" da. This will both ftrengthen us and weaken the 
" Enemy. The Senekas, who live nearelt: them, 
'' have undertaken this Treaty, and take Belts of 
'' Wampum from the other Nations, to confirm 
'' the Peace. W e defi re your Approbation, that 
'' you would fend y our Belt in Concurrence, as our 
~' eldeft Brother in our Chain. " 

The Governor approved of this, and gave them 
a Belt to carry in his N ame. ~ 

Notwithftanding what the Speaker of the Pive 
Nations had promifed to the Governor, to bring ali 
the Papers the Oneydo Meffenger fuould bring from 
Canada, before the J efuit Jviilet ihould have Li
berty to fee them, it could not be difficult for the 
Jefuit, to perfuade them to keep the Power of 
making Peace in their own Hands, and for that 
;l?urpofe, to call a Meeting of the Sachems of Onon-

dago, 
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X. tranfaél:ed among themfelves, and there to deter-
' _..., ' mine. independently, rather than to fubmit them

felves to another Nation at Albany. They oniy 
invited the Englijh to affifl: at the general Council. 
The Englifh ufed w hat Arguments they could to 
di!fuade this Meeting, but rather to obferve . the 
Promife made to the Governor ; and it feems ufed 
forne Threatning. The Mohawks bad fo much 
Regard to the Englijh, that they refufed to affift ât 
the Council. The other four, notwithll:anding this, 
met, and refolved on an Anfwer to be fent to the 
Governor of Canada; but at the fame Time, to lhew 
their Regard to the Mohawks and Englijh, thefe Re
folutions were not to be final, till they lhould firfl: 
be communicated to the Englifh and Mohawks, and 
their Advice received thereon; for which Purpofe 
feveral Sachems were fent to Albany, of whom De
canefora was the Principal and the Speaker. 

Decanefora had for man y Y ears the greateft Re
putation among the Pive Nations for fpeaking, and 
was generally emp1oyed as their Speaker, in their 
Negotiations with both French and Englifh: He was 
grown old when I faw him, and beard him fpeak; 
he had a great Fluency in fpeaking, and a graceful 
Elocution, that wou-Id have pleafed in any Part of 
the W orld. His Perfon was tall and weil made, 
and his Features, to my thinking, refembled much the 
Bufl:os of Cicero. I lhall give an Account of thefe 
Negotiations from Decanefora's Mouth, becaufe his 
Narration agrees in the main with the Account the 
French give of them, and carries along with it as 
!hong Evidences of Tru th, as that of the French do~ 
but the chief Reafon is, that I intend to give the 
Reader as perfeét a Notion as I can of the lndian 
Genius; and here it will appear, wh:H Art Decane. 
fora had, to make an Account of an Affa1r lefs dif
;tgreeable tC1 Englijh Ears, w hi ch had be en under-

taken 
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taken againfl: their Advice, and contrary to their In-CH A P. 

terefl. X. 
Decanefora fpoke to Major Schuyler (§Guider) and ~ 

the Magiftrates of Albany, the fecond of February 
169 3-4 as follows. 

" Brother Cayenguirago *, we are come to acquaint 
" you, that our Children the Oneydoes having of 
" themfelves fent a Meffenger to Canada, he bas 
" brought back with him a Belt of Peace from the 
'' Governor of Canada. 

" As faon as 'I'ariha (the Meflènger) arrived at 
" Canada, he was afked, w here the fix hu nd red 
'' Men were that were to attack Canada, as they 
" had been informed by Cariokefe a Mohawk De
" ferter ? He affured them there was no fuch De
" fign. 

" He was carried to §<.,uebeck, where he delivered 
" his Belt, with the following Propofitions. Onondio, 
" if you would have Peace go to Albany, and afk 
" it there, for the Pive Nations will do nothing 
" without Cayenguirago. The Governor of Canada 
" was angry at this, and faid, he had nothing to do 
" with the Governor of New-York, he would treat 
" only with the Pive Natio11s ; the Peace between 
'' the Chriftians muft be made on the other Side 
" the great Lake. He added, he was forry to fee 
'' the Pive Nations [o far degenerated, as to take a 
" fixth Nation into their Chain, to rule over them. 
" If you had defired me to come and treat in any 
" of your Caftles, I would have done it; but to tell 
" me I mufl: go to Albany, is to defire of me what 
" I can by no Means do. Y ou have do ne very ill, 
" to fuffer the People of New-York to govern you 
" fo far, that you dare do nothing without their 
'' Confent. 1 advife you to fend two of each Na
" tion to tne, and let Decanejora be one of them. 

* When the \ffair of which they fpea'{ concerns the Govern
ment of Ntrz.u-J'O,.k, the lndians al waylt addrefs themfeh·es ro the 
Govcrnor, w hetller he be prefcnt or not. 

I " I 
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CH A P. " 1 have Orders from the King my Mafi:er to grant 

x. " you Peace, if you come in your proper Perfons 
'--v--1 '' to ask it. The Governor of Canada afterwards 

'' faid, 
" Children of the Pive Nations, 1 have Compaf-

" fion for your little Children, therefore come 
" fpeedily, and fpeak of Peace to me, otherwife 
H l'li ftop my Ears for the future: By ali Means let 
" Decanefora come ; for if the Mohawks come alone, 
" 1 will not hear them, forne of ali the Pive Nations 
'' mufl: come. Now 'Iariha return home, and tell 
" the Pive Nations, that 1 will wait for their coming 
" till the Trees bud, and the Bark can be parted 
" from the Trees. I defign for France in the 
" Spring, and 1 leave a Gentleman to command here, 
" to w hom I have given Orders to rai fe Sol di ers, if 
" you do not come in that Time, and then what 
" will become of you ? I am truly grieved to fee 
" the Pive Nations fo debauched and deceivçd by 
" Cczyenguirago, who is lately come to New-Tork, 
" and by fi<yider. Former! y the chief Men of the 
" Pive Nations ufed to converfe with me ; but this 
" Governor of New-York has fo deluded you, that 
" you hearken to none but him ; but take Care 
" of what will follow, if you hearken to none but 
" him. " 

Then Decanifora excufed the not fending the Let~ 
ters to Albany, which came by crariha, as they had 
promifed, faying, the other Nations trufl:ed this to 
the Oneydoes, becaufe the Meifenger was to return 
to them, and the Oneydoes deceived the others. He 
likewife excufed their not coming to Albany as foon 
as 'l'ariba returned, which was in November. He 
faid the chief Sachem of the Onondagas, who was 
entrufted (as their Speaker) by the Five Nations 
with their general Affairs, by the general Council 
of Onondaga, had a fore Leg, and could not travel *. 

* This, in the lndian Idiom, f gnifies a trifling Excufe of an 
unwilling Perfon. 

Th at 
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That in fuch Cafe he (Decanefora) did ali that wasCH A P. 

in his Power, thatis, he cal\ed a Council at Onondaga, X. 
to give Direttions in this Affair; and that he invited ~ 
~tider to this Council. I-le continued, 

" The four Nations that met there refolved to 
" fend Deputies to Canada, and that 1 Decanefora was 
" to be one of them ; but at the fame Time ordered 
" me, with forne others, to communicate the Re
" folutions of the General Council to our Brethren 
" at Albany, and to the Mohawks, to be farther 
" ad vifed by them. 

" The Refolutions are, to fend three Belts to 
" the Governor of Canada, with the following Pra. 
" pofitions. 

'' I. Onondio, you have fent for me often, and 
" as often afked, why 1 am afraid to come ? The 
" great Kettle of W ar that y ou have hung over the 
" Fire is the Reafon of it. Then laying clown the 
'' firft Bel t, I am to afk his Confent to the other 
'' two Belts which 1 fl:ill keep in my Hand. 

" II. W e now not only throw clown the Kettle, 
'' and therehy throw the boiling Water out of it, but 
'' likewife break it to Pieces, that it may never be 
" hanged up again by this fecond Belt. 

" III. Hearken, Onondio, you are fent from the 
" French King, y our Mafter, as Cayenguirago is 
~' from the great King and ~een of England. 
'' What I am now about to fpeak to you, is by In · 
'' fpiration from the great Gad ofHeaven. Y ou fay 
" that you will have nothing to do with our Bre
" thren of Cayenguirago, but I mufl: tell you, that 
" we are infeparable, we can have no Peace with 
" y ou fo long as y ou are at W ar with them ; we 
" muft fl:and and fall with them ; which I am to 
" confirm, by laying down the third Belt. 

" vVhen this was concluded the J efuit Mlet, 
'' aud another Früu-b Gentleman (w!1o had been 

'' takon 
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CH A P. " taken Prifoner, and was taken into the Place of 

X. " the chief Sachem of Onondaga, formerly loft in 
~ " the War, and thereby became a Sachém) de

" fired Leave to add two Belts to the other three. 
" By their being Sachems they had a Vote in the 
" General Council, and a Right to propofe any 
" Thing. They wrote and read to us the Pur
" ports of their Belts, and we have brought their 
" Papers with us, to fhew to our Brethren." 

To fhew the N eceffity they were un der of ma
king Peace, fpeedily he added : 

" That two Women, who were Prifoners at Ca
" nada, had made their Efcape, on Purpofe to in
" form them that the French were making great 
" Preparations of Battoes, and other N ece.lfaries for 
" an Expedition ; one faid, fhe had informed one of 
" the Sachems of the Praying Indians of her Defign, 
'' who fent an Jndian with her to ad v ife the Five Na
" tio1zs, to pre vent the great Danger they were 
" threatened with by a fpeedyConclufion of thePeace; 
" and added, that they had fent one of their People 
" back with this Praying Indian, to afiùre them tbat 
" Deputies would certainly go to Canada in the 
" Spring to treat of Peace." I make no Doubt, 
this was only an Article to hafl:en the Pive Nati
ons to conclude the Peace, lefr the Englijh, if it 
were delayed, fhould find Means to prevent it. 
Then he fhewed the Flag which the Governor of 
Canada fent them to be carried by their Deputies, 
that the French might know them. U pon thefe 
Refolutions being taken, the Pive Natz'onJ recalled 
fix hundred Men, that they had placed along Cada
rackui River, to intercept the French, as they paifed 
to and from Mijjilimakinak. 

The Jefuit's Papers being read to them, feveral 
Things were found in them which he had not read 
to the General Council. To this Decc.ueflra an
fwered; " We know that the Prieft favours his 
'' own Nation, and deceives us in many Things; 

'' but 
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" but it is not in his Power to alter our Affeél:ion CH A P. 
" to our Brethren, we wilh you would bury all X. 
" Mifunderfrandings that y ou have conceived on ~ 
" his Account ; and we likewife wilh you gave 
" lefs Credit to the Rum-Carriers than you do." 
Here we fee, by this Appe11ation, what a con
temptible Charaéter the Traders have among the In-
dians, and yet the Government of New-York has al-
mofl: perpetually trufted the Management of the In-
dian Affairs to thefe Traders. 

Decanefora ended his Conference as follows : 
" The Governor of Canada's Words, and the Re
" folutions of the four Nations are now before you, 
'' confult thet·efore what is to be clone, and if it be 
'' nece!fary for the Brethren to go to our Caftles to 
" advife us farther, be not unwilling; and then he 
" laid dawn a large Belt eleven Rows deep, and fe
" ven Pathom of Wampum." 

The next Day Major Schuyler told them that he 
could confent to no Treaty with the French; but 
propofed to them to meet the Governor here in fe
venty Days, and that Decanefora in particular fuould 
return at that Time, and gave a Belt. 

They agreed to meet the Governor at that Time ; 
'' But as for myfelf (fays Decanefora) I cannat pro
" mife ; I an1 now the Minifter of the General 
" Council, and cannat difpofe of myfelf, but by 
'' their Directions; if they arder me, I !hall wil
" lingly return. We did not expeét to hear fuch 
" pofitive Prohibition of keeping any Correfpon
,, denee with the French ; feventy Days muft pafs 
" bef ore we me et aga in, if an y Mifchief be do ne 
'' by the Enemy in that Time, let us not biarne 
'' one another. Confider again what is mofl: for the 
" publick Good, and let it be fpoken before we 
" part, and laid down a large Belt of fourteen 
" deep." 

M Major 
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CH A P. Major Schuyler then afked them again, whe .. 

X. ther they promifed to fl:op all Correfpondence 

~ with the French, either by ·the Jefuit or otherwife, 

for feventy Days, and till they fhall have his Ex

cellency the Governor's Anfwer. 
Decanefora anfwered to this, " 1 have no Autho

" rity to anfwer this Q!eftion. I fhall lay the Belt 

" down in every one of the Caftles, and tell, that 

" by it ali Correfpondence is defired to fl:op with 

" the French; but l cannot promife that this will 

'' be complied with.n 
Major Schuyler on the fixth called the lndians a

gain together : He ad vifed them not to fubmit to, 

nor truft fuch a perfidious Nation as the French are, 

who have upon ail Occafions proved themfelves 

fuch. Be not difcouraged, (fays he, giving 2. Belt) 

Heaven begins again to tavour us. This Day the 

Forerunners of the Shawonons are come to Town, 

feven Nations are on their March following them, 

one Thoufand in Number, including Men, W a

men and Children, as you may learn from their 

own Mouths. Take Courage, and be not afraid, 

giving five Fathom of Wampum. This feemed a 

lucky Incident, and accordingly it bad more Influ

ence than ail other Arguments together. 
Decanefora, the next Day, called the Magiftrates 

together, and told them, you have at laft fhut up 
the Way to Canada,. but we have one Thing to afk, 

after mature Deliberation, which we expeél: will 

110t be refufed us. Major Schuyler afTured them 

that every Thing fuould be granted, w hi ch was 

either for their Safetv or Honour. We defire 

then, faid he, that you fend a Me.lfenger along 

with ours to the Praying Inàians at Canada, to 

tell them that the Prieft is falfe ; that we are to 

meet Ca)'C1Zguirago in the Spring, and therefore can

not go to Canada at that Time ; and that a furthcr 

Cefration of Arms be agreed to, till fuch Time as 
we 
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we can go. W e defire at 1eaft, that if y ou wi11 not CH A P. 

fend a Meffenger, that you put the Meflàge in X. 
W riting, as a Token of y our Alfent to it. This"""."-' 
laft was agreed to, and the Mdfage was put Ïtl 

\V ri ting in the following W ords, and tranflated in-
to French. 

The Difpatch of three Belts, which two Mefi"en
gers of the Pive Nations carry to the Caraguifls and 
Catholick l1zdians, according to what was refolved 
by the Ago~andres or Sachems of the Fi'l1e Nations, 
at Albany, Febrttary the nin th 169 4· 

Firft Belt. 
The A._r;a)'and11·es of the Fïve Nations cannet go to 

Canada in the Spring, as they gave Reafon to ex
peél: by the lafl: Meffage from Onondaga, becaufe 
Cayenguirago has called ali the Five Nations, and 
other Indians, to meet him at Albany, in the Month 
of April next, to which the Pive Nations have a
greed. 

Second Belt. 
If the Caraguijls, or French, have any Thing to 

propofe to the Pive Nations, they may fafely come 
into our Country. This Belt opens the Path, and 
fecures it to them both coming and going. 

'.fhird Belt. 
The Five lv.,.ations, and their Friends~ lay dawn 

the Hatchet tiH they fhall have an Anfwer, which 
they expeét in forty Days. Provided neverthelefs, 
that the Caraguifls and .French tye their Hatchets 
down at the fame Time. 

Thefe Belts were accordingly prefented to the 
Praying Indians of Cahnuaga, who refufed to re
ceive them but in the Prefence of Mr. de Ca/lieres, 

M 2 Governor 
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C H A P. Governor of Montreal. Mr. de Callieres acquaint

X·. ed the Count dt Frontenac with the Contents. Af
\--..-1 ter which the Prayirzg lndians, in Prefence of Mr. 

de Callieres, gave the following Anfwer. 

" W e will have no Correfpondence with the 
" Pive Nations, but by Order of the Governor of 
" Canada our Father, and unlefs Decanefora, and 
" the ether Deputies, come be fore the F eaft of 
" St. John, the Way will be fuut up for ever after, 
" and our Father's Ears will be fiopt. We how
" ever affure you, that if the Deputies come in 
" that Time the Path fhall be fafe both coming 
" and going." 

Whether the Accounts given of the coming of 
the Shawonons was only an Amufement, or whe
ther they were diverted on their March, I know 
not, for I find no farther Account of them in the 
Regifter of the Indian Affairs : However it was, the 
Impreffion, made on the Indians by that News, 
was not fufficient to withftand the Foree of the re~ 
folute .A.nfwer their Melfenger received from the 
Praying lndians. Decanefora and the other Depu
ties went early in the Spring to Canada ; the other 
Sachems met Colonel Fletcher at Albany, the fourth 
of May 1 694· The Indians fpoke firft by Sadaka-
1ttti:Jtie, an Onondaga Sachem, as follows : 

" Brother Cayenguirag0, 
'' Sorne of our Sachems agreed laft \;v'inter that 

" we fhould keep no Correfpondence with th~ 
" French; we confefs that we have broke that Pro
" mife, and that we have received a Meffenger 
" from Canada, and have fent our Deputies like
'' wife thither. The Belt is not yet arrived, by 
'' which we are to acknowledge our Fault in doing 

2 '' this. 
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" this. The Reafon of our doing it is truly this, CH A p. 

" we are afraid of the Enemy. X. 
" Wh en a Meffenger came laft Y ear from Canada "-.r-J 

" to Onondaga, our Brother Cayenguirago difcharged 
" our Meeting in General Council at Onondaga, to 
" confult on that Meffage, and ordered us to hold 
'' our General Council here at Albany on that Af-
" fair. The Privilege of meeting in General Coun-
" cil, w hen we pleafe, is a Privilege we al ways 
'' have enjoyed; no former Governor, of the Name 
" of Cor!ear, ever obftruél:ed this Privilege. We 
" planted a Tree of Peace in this Place with them, 
'' its Roots and Branches extend as far as J/irginia 
" and New-England, and we have repofed with 
'' Pleafure under its Shade. Brother, let us keep 
'' to that firft Tree, and let us be united and u-
" nanimous ; fuch Prohibition of our Affemblies 
" will be of ill Confequence, and occafion Diffe-
,, renees between us. 

" We acknowledge-, 1 fay, our fending Agents 
'' to Canada for Peace, we were incouraged in do
" ing this, by the Knowledge we have of the Go
" vernor of Canada. He is an old Man, and was 
" former! y Governor of that Place. He was always 
'' efteemed a wife peaceable Man, and therefore 
" we truft our M e!fage will have a good I ffue. W e 
" did not take it amifs that you fent to the De·wa
" gu1zhas, nor that Arnout was fent to the Sata
" nas, both of them our Enemies ; and, for the 
" fame Reafon, our Brother Cayenguirago ought 
" not to be difpleafed with our fending to the f,rencb 
" for Peace. 

" We, Onondagas, acknowledge ourfelves to 
'' have been the chief Promoters of this Meffage, 
" we have fent in ali nine Sachems with nine Belts. 
" lt is true we are now under much Uncafinefs in 
" having trufted fo many Sachems in the French 

M 3 " Hands 
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CH A P.'' Hands, being almofl: half the Number we have X. " in our Nation, but we were in hafte to prevent ~ " the Defigns the French had againft our Countries '' and yours, by the great warlike Preparations they '' were making in Canada." 

Then he told ali the Orders and Direétions which their Ambafi'adors had received ; which agreeing with the Account which Decanafora gave of his Negotiation, I fhall here pafs over. He :finifhed ail by giving a Belt. 
Colonel Fletcher told them, he would give no Anfwer to what they bad faid, before they difcovered to him what Reafon they had to fay, that he had forbid their holding any AfTembly at Onondaga, and that he had made Peace with the Dewagunhas and Satanas, without their Confent and Concurrence. To this the Speaker the next Day anfwered; " 1 

4' was .fick, and abfent when the Aff'airs you men" tion were tranfaéted, and I was at a Lofs how to " excufe our fending to the French contrary to your '' Advice ; but feveral Sachems being arrived ftnce '' l fpoke, I have been better inforrned by them, '' who were prefent at thofe Tranfaétions. We find " it, in every Circumftance, as our Brother Cayen" guirago fays ; that you did not obftruét our keep" ing General Councils at Orzondaga, but only cau" tioned us in hearkening to the Fallacies of the '' French, and in holding Meetings on that Occa" fion. W e affure y ou we will ne ver fe para te from " you, we fl:ill have one Heaà, one Blood, one Soul, '' and one Heart with you; and as a Confirmation ~ ' of this 1 give this Belt fe ven deep. 
" As to the Dewagunhas and Shawmzons, we are '' confident Cayenguirago will not admit them into " his Government, till they have made Peace with '' us, which we fhall willingly grant. When our " Enemies are humbled, and beg Peace why fhould 

2 '~ they 
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" they not have it? Let them come and live with CH A P• 

" us, it will fl:rengthen our Country. - X. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, when the Chriftians firil: ~ 

" arrived in this Country, we received them kind-

'< 1 y. Wh en they were but a fmall People, we en-

H tered into a League with them, to guard them 

" from ail Enemies whatfoever. We were fo fond 

" of the ir Society, that we tied the great Canoe 

" w hi ch brought them, not with a Rope made of 

'' Bark to a Tree, but with a {hong iron Chain 

"' faftened to a great Mountain. Now before the 

" Chriftians arrived, the General Council of the 

" Pive Nations was held at Onondaga, where there 

" has, from the Beginning, a continuai Fire been 

" kept burning ; it is made of two great Logs, 

'" w hofe Fire ne ver extinguifhes. As foon as the 

" Hatchet-makers (their general Name for Chrifti-

" ans) arrived, this General Council at Onondaga 

" planted this Tree at Albany, whofe Roots and 

" Branches have fince fpread as far as New-Eng-

" land, Connetlicut, Per!/ilvania, Maryland and Vir-

" ginia; and under the Shade of this Tree all thefe 

" Englijh Colonies have frequently been fheltered. 

" Then (giving feven Fathom of Wampum) he re-

" newed the Chain, and promifed, as they likewife 

" expeded, mutual Affiftance, in Cafe of any At-

" tack from any Enemy. 
" The only Rea fon, to be plain with you, continu

" ed he, of our fen ding to make Peace with the French, 

" is the low Condition to w hi ch we are reduced, w hile 

" none of our Neighbours fend us the leafi: Affifr

" ance, fo that the whole Burthen of the War l)Jes 

" on us alone. Our Brethren of New-England, Con

'' ne&licut, Penjilvania, Jvlaryland and f/irginia, of 

" their own accord thrufi: their Arms into our 

" Chain ; but fince the War began we have receiv

" ed no Affiftance from them. W e alone cannat 

M 4 '' continue 
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CH .A P. " continue the W ar againft the French, by Reafon of 

X. " the Recruits they daily receive from the other Side 
~ " the great Lake. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, fpeak from your Heart, 
" are y ou refolved to profecute the "''ar vigoroufly 
" againft the French, and are your Neighbours of 
" Virginia, Maryland, Penfilvania, Conneéticut and 
'' New-England, refolved to affift us ? If it be 
" fo, we affure you, notwithftanding any l'rea
" ty hitherto entered into, we will profecute the 
" W ar as ho tl y as ever. But if our N eighbours 
" will not affift, we muft make Peace, and we fub
" mit it to your Confideration, by giving this great 
" Belt fifteen deep. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, I have truiy told you the 
" Reafons which have induced us to o.ffer Peace ta 
" the French ; we fhall likewife, from the Bottom 
" of our Hearts, inform you of the Defign we 
" have in this Treaty~ When the Governor of 
" Canada ihall have accepted the nine Belts, of which 
" 1 have jufl: now told you, then we fhall have 
" fomething more to fay by two large Belts,. which 
" lye ftill hid in our Bofom. vVe fhall lay dawn 
" firft one and fay, We have a Brother Gayenguira
" go, with who fe People we have been united in 
" one Chain from the Beginning, they muft be in
" cluded in this Treaty ; we cannat fee them in
" volved in bloody V-far, \V hile we fit in eafy Peace. 
" If the Governor of Canada a.nfwer, that he has 
" made a feparate Peace with us, and that he can
" not make an y Peace with Cayenguirago, becaufe 
" the War is from over the great Lake ; then we 
" fha]J lay dawn the fecond great broad Belt, and 
" telJ the Governor of Canada, if you will not in
" elude Cayenguirago's Peopl~, the Treaty will be
'~ come thereby void, as if it had n ev er been 
" made; and if he perfifts, we will abfolutely Ieave 
H him." 

While 
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While the Sachems were at Albany, Decanefora CH A P. 

and the other Ambaffadors arri ved at the Caftle of X. 
the Praying Indians, near the Falls above Montreal . ._,_,. 
They 'vere conduéted from thence, by the Superi-
or of the J efuits, to §2gebeck. They had their Au
dience of the Governor of Canada with great So
lemnity, in the Prefence of ali the Ecclefiafticks and 
Officers of Diftinél:ion, and of the moft confidera-
ble Indians then in the Place. They were every 
Day, while they ftaid in the Place, entertained at 
the Governor's Table, or at the Tables of the moft 
confiderable Officers. Decanefora on his Side made 
a good Appearance, being cloathed in Scar1et trim'd 
with Gold, and with a laced Bever Hat on his 
Head, which had been given him by Colonel.Ftetch. 
er before he went. 

The J efuit Milet bad by Letter informed the Go
vernor of every Thing in their Commiffion, and 
though he was thereby enabled to have anfwered 
them immediately, he éonfulted three Days, after 
the Ambaifadors had delivered w hat they bad to 
fay, before he would return an Anfwer, that it 
might appear with more Solemnity. The Indians 
never return a fudden Anfwer on any Occafion of 
Importance, however refolved they be beforehand, 
and defpife thofe that do, though their Anfwer be 
never fo much to the Purpofe. I choofe to give an 
Account of this from Decanafora's Mouth, as I did 
of the former, and for the fame Re::.fon. The Ac
count given of it by the Indians agrees, in aH the 
material Points, with that publdhed by the French, 
and I am confident it is not lefs genuine. 

Colonel Fletcher being fenfible of what Confe
quence this Treaty between the French and Fivt 
Nations might be of to ali the Englijh Colonies, 
gave them Notice of it, and informed them of the 
Reafons which had induced the Indians to enter in ... 

to 
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C H A p. to it. He told them, there was no Poffibility of 

X. preventing it, but by the Indians being affured of 
'- "' ' more effeél:ual Affiftance, than they had hitherto 

received, and ad vifed them to fend Commiffioners 
for that Purpofe to Albany in Augujf, at which Time 
he intended to meet the Pive Nations there, after 
the Return of their Meffengers from Canada. Ac
cordingly, .Andrew Hamilton, Efq; Governor of 
New-Jerfey, Colonel John Pinchon, Samuel Sands, 
Efq; and Major Pen Townfend, Commiffioners from 
Ma.f!achufet' s Bay, and Colonel John I-Iauley and Cap
tain Stanley, Commiffioners from Connetlicut, wait
ed on Colonel Fletcher at Albany, who carried 
with him likewife a Part of the Council of New
York. 

Thefe Gentlemen having met the Indians at Alba- , 
ny the fifteenth of Augufl, Decanefora rofe up firft, 
and defired Leave to fing a Song or two of Peace, 
before they began on Bufinefs. Then Rode, a Mo
hawk Sachem, rofe up, and addreffing himfelf to the 
other Sachems, faid, we have great Reafon to rejoice, 
feeing fo many of thofe, who are in our Chain, are 
now met, to confult together on the general Weal; af· 
ter w hich they fang two or three Songs. 

Sadakanabtie being chofen Speaker for that Day, 
rofe u p, fpoke much to the fame Pur po fe as he had 
done to Colonel Fletcher in .~.llday lait ; giving a me
taphorical Account of their League with the Eng
lijh, how it began, and by what Steps it had been 
inlarged and fl:rengthened ; how the other Colonies 
had thrufl: their Arms into this Chain, but had giv
en little or no Affiflance againft the common Ene
my. " Our Brother Cayenguirago's Arms (fays he) 
'' and ours are fiiff, and tired with holding faft the 
" Chain, whilfl: our Neighbours fit fiill and fmoak 
'' at their Eafe. The Fat is melted from our Flefb, 
'' and fallen on our Neighbours, who grow fat 

" while 
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" while we grow lean: They flouriili while we de-Ca A P. 

'' cay. X. 
" This Chain made us the Envy of the French, ._., 

" and if all had held it as faft as Ca)'enguirago, it 
" would have been a Terror alfo. If we would 
" ali heartily join and take the Hatchet in our 
" Hand, our common Enemy would foon be de-
" ftroyed, and we fhould for ever after live in Peace 
'" and Eafe. Do you but your Parts, and Thunder 
" itfelf cannat break our Chain." 

Then he mentioned forne J ealoufies they had en· 
tertained of New-England, by their fuffering the 
Chevalier D'O to efcape to Canada, which they fuf. 
peéèed had been concerted between him and the 
People of New-England, in Order to treat of Peace. 
" Our Agents, faid he, faw the Chevalier D'O at 
'' Canada, who told them that he had been fet at 
" Liberty by the Englijh, and that it was in vain 
" that the Pive Nations warred againft the French, 
" while the Engli/h favoured them." On this Oc· 
cafion he fuewed them a Fifu painted on Paper, 
which the Commiffioners of New-England had give11 
them, when they firft entered into the Chain, as a 
Seal to the League. 

l-Ie finifhed by telling them, that they would next 
Day give ali the Particulars of their Negotiation in 
Ca1tada. 

The next Day Decanefora proceeded to the Ac~ 
count of his Negotiation, as follows : " The Go ... 
' ' verner of Canada having often fent to us to come 
'' to Canada to treat with him, we went thither, 
" and told him th at we were come to treat of Peace. 
'' W e made the following Propofals. 

" Father, if we do not conclude a Peace now, 
" it will be your Fault ; for we have already taken 
'' the Hatchet out of the Hands of the River Indi
" ans ( Hudjon's River) whom we incited to the 

'' War~ 
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CH A P." W ar. But we mufl: tell y ou, that y ou are an ill 

X. " Man, you are inconfl:ant and not to be trufted ; 
~ov--..J' '' we have had War together a long Time, and 

" though y ou occafioned the vV ar, we ne ver hated 
'' the Houfe of Ogbef!a, (a Gentleman living at 
" Montreal) let him undertake the toilfome Jour
" ney to Onondaga ; for if he will he ihall be wei
" come. 

" Father, we are now fpeaking of Peace, and 
" therefore I mu ft fpeak a W ord to the Praying In
" dians, and firfl: to thofe of Cahnaaga (chiefly Mo
" hawks) you know our Cufl:oms and Manners, 
" therefore make Onondio acquainted therewith, and 
" be affifting in the profecuting of this good W or k. 
" Then to the other Caftle, called Canajjadaga, 
" ( chiefly Onondagas) y ou are worfe than the French 
" themfelves, you deferted from us, and fide with 
" our Enemies to deftroy ·us; make forne amends 
" now, by forwarding Peace. 

" Y ou have almofl: eat us up, our befl: Men are 
" killed in this blood y W ar ; but we now forget 
" w hat is pafl:. Before this we once threw the 
" Hatchet into the River of Kaibohage,* but you 
" filhed it up, and treacheroufly furprifed our Peo
" pie at Cadarackui. After this you fent to us to 
'' have our Prifoners reftored ; then the Hatchet 
" was thrown up to the Sky, but you kept a String 
'' faftened to the Helve, and pulled it down, and 
'' feil upon our People again. This we revenged 
'' to forne Purpofe, by the Deftruél:ion of y our Peo
" pie and Houfes in the Ifland of Montreal. 

" Now we are come to caver the B1ood from our 
" Sight, which has been !hed by both Sides during 
H this long War. 

* The French cali it la Famine, near Olfwego. The Treaty 
\vith Mr. de la Bar was made there. 

" Onon ... 



Part Il. F1vE lNDIAN NATIONS, &c. I 3 
" Onondio, we have been at War a long Time, weCH A P. 

" now give you a Medicine to drive away ail ill X. 
" Thoughts from your Heart, to purge it and make \... "' 
" it clean, and refl:ore it to its former State. 

" Onondio, we will not permit any Settlement at 
., Cadarackui; you have had your Fire there thrice 
" extinguifhed ; we will not confent to your re
" building that Fort, but the Pafl"age through the 
" River fhall be free and clear. We make the Sun 
" dean, and drive away ali Clouds and Darknefs, 
" that we may fee the Light without Interrupti
" on. 

" Onondio, we have taken many Prifoners from 
" one another, during the War. The Prifoners we 
" took have been delivered, according to our Cuf
'' tom, to the Families that have loft any in the 
'' W ar. They no longer belong to the Publick, 
'' they ma y give them back if they pleafe, y our 
" People may do the fame. We have brought 
" back two Prifoners, and reftore them to you. 

"After lhad finifhed what Ihad tofay,continued he, 
" the Governor of Canada told me, that he would 
'' not makePeace with Cayenguirago. To this I anfwer .. 
" ed, thefe W ords difpleafe me much, you ihall 
" keep Peace with him. Onoudio faid again, I muft 
" fight with C(l~enguirago, it is not in my Power to 
" make Peace ; this can only be done by my Ma
" fter, who lives over the great Water. To this I 
'' replied, I cannat be?.r this Difcourfe ; if you 
'' ihould fight him now, and not fray till I get 
'' Home, ali the Country will look on me as a Tray
'' tor; I can treat with y ou no longer. The Argu. 
'' ment on this Subjeét Jafted three Days, at laft the 
" Governor of Canada aifured me, that he would not 
" undertake any Enterprize againft Cayenguirago 
'' this Summer, but would wait to hear what he 
" wou'd fay. 

" The 
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CH A P. " The Governor of Canada infifted three Da ys to 

X. '' ha.ve Hoftages left, w hi ch I refufed, but two a .. 
'-' .., ' ~' greeing of their own accord to ftay, they were 

" left, viz. one an Onondago, another a Seneka. 
" Then the Governor of Canada made the folio w. 

" ing publick Anf wer : 

u 1. 1 accept of Peace as you offer. 
" II. Son, bring ail the Prifoners back that you 

" have taken from me, and yours fhall have Liber
u ty to return Home, if they pleafe. 

" III. Children, ereét: my Fire again at Cada
" rackui, and plant there the Tree of Peace. 

" After this the Governor of Canada delivered 
" me a Belt, which 1 now lay clown before you ; 
'' by it he faid, defire Cayenguirago to fend a wife 
" Man to me, and he fuall have Proteél:ion accord
" ing to the Cuftom of Chriftians; and added, 

" Children of the Pive Nations, if Cayenguirago 
" ihall employ you to do any Service for him, do 
'' not accept of it, let him fend his own People." 
Decanefora added, that the Governor of Canada had 
fixed eighty Days for a Return to this Belt. 

He continued and faid, '' The Sachems of the 
'' Dionondadies were prefent; after 1 had finilhe~ 
'' my Speech, they faid ; May what you have now 
" faid be from your Hearts; we fufpeét you are not 
" fincere ; Jet us no longer feel the Smart of the 
" Hatchet, and gave this Belt which I now lay 
" clown. 

" The Praying Indians next faid, Brethren, 
'' our F ath er Onondio has told y ou to bring Home 
" ali the Prifoners, do not fail in this ; giving two 
" Belts. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, you will find what 1 have 
" now faid confirmed by this Paper, which the Go

,, vernor 
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" vernor of Canada gave n1e. l brought Letters CH A ~. 
" likewife for the J efuit Milet, who was to read the X. 
" Paper to us." The Paper contained the Articles '-=-v 
in French, in w hich th~ Governor of Canada was 
willing to make Peace. 

But befides what Decanofora here tells, the French 
Accounts fay, that he brought two Belts under
ground (that is privately) from three Onondaga Stl
chems, to afTure the Governor of Canada of their 
particular Affeét:ion, which the Governor of Canada 
anfwered, by a private Belt to them. 

As foon as Decanefora had clone fpeaking, Colonel 
Fletcher rejeB:ed the Belt fent by the Governor of 
Canada, faying ; 1 f the Governor of Canada have 
any Thing to fay to me, let him fend forne of 
his People to Alban)', and they fuall have Proteél:i
on. 

N ext Day Sndekanabtie, after he bad fung a long 
Song, gave the following Account of their Negotia
tions with the Dewagunhas and Dionondadies, which 
they had undertaken by the Governor's Advice. 

" W e were afraid, fays he, to fend Meffengers 
'' of our own People, and therefore we employed 
" two Prifoners we had of the Dionondadies with 
" the Governor's Belt. Sorne time after this, forne 
" of the Senekas hunting near the Dionondadies, two 
" of them were ta ken ; but w hen they were car .. 
'' ried to the Dionondadie Cafl:le, they were not 
" treated like Prifoners ; they were ufed kind
,, ly, and {(nt back with the following Offers of 
" Peace. 

" We are glad to fee you Face to Face to fpeak 
" to you, fi.nce the Sun has been {o propitious to 
" fend home the Men that were Prifoners with you, 
" giving a few Strings of Wampum. 

'' W e are glad of this Opportunity to tell y ou, 
" that we have been bath drunk in making War on 

'' one 
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CH A P. " one another ; we now give y ou a Cordial to eafe 

X. " y our Hearts, that there be no longer W ar between 
'-- ., -' " us, by this Belt. 

" W e are glad that y ou have fet the Doors open 
" as far as Cayenguira,go's Houfe, that we may free. 
" Jy go thither. Carry him this fecond Belt. 

" Brethren, we thank y ou for having prepared a 
" Place for us at y our General Council of Onondaga. 
" Our Country is every where free to you to treat 
'' with us, by this third Belt. 

" Brethren, our whole Country rejoiced when 
" y ou invited us into y our Country, and from 
" thence to go where Cayenguirago dwells ; be not 
" afraid to come to our Country, y ou fhall meet 
" with no Moleftation. 

" Brethren, we thank you for putting us in 
'' Mind of what was formerly agreed to, viz. that 
" when any ill Accident happens, we were to meet 
" toge th er to corn po fe Matters, and not to re venge 
" it with War. We are now together to put 
., an End to ali Mifunderftanding, by this fourth 
" Belt. 

" Brethren, (we include ail the Nations from the 
'' Scnekas Country to New-York in this Name) 
" hearken to us. Vve rend the Clouds afunder, 
" and drive away ali Darknefs from the Heavens, 
" that the Sun of Peace may fhine with Brightnefs 
" over us ali ; giving a Sun of a round red polifu .. 
" ed Stone. 

" Brethren, we put the Hatchet into the Hands 
" of the Chightaghies, 'rwithtwies, and 04Jirachies, 
" to war againft you; but we iliall in three Days 
" go to thefe Nations and take the Hatchet out of 
" their Hands ; giving half a Stone Pipe. 

" Y ou Senekas are flupid Creatures, we mufl: 
'' therefore warn y ou not to hunt fo far from y our 
" Caftles, lcft you be hurt by any of thefe three 

" Nations 
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" Nations, and then blame us. They then gave CH A P. 
" the other half of the Pipe. X. 

" But Brother Cayenguirago, fays Sadakahnitie, do~ 
'' not fu.ffer thefe Nations to come nearer than the 
'' Senekas Country, left they difcover our Weak-
" nefs, and to what a low Condition the War has 
" reduced us. Thefe Nations have been fo long 
" in Friendfhip with the Fre1zch., and are fo much 
'' under their Influence, that we cannat truft them 
'' yet, or be too much upon our Guard againft 
" them.'' 

Colonel Flct~·her not being able to give the Pive 
Nations any Alfurance of a vigorous AŒftance, he 
called the principal Sachems to a private Conference 
on the twentieth. He a:!ked them, whether they 
had made Peace with the Governor of Canada ; they 
anfwered, that it only wanted his Approbation, and 
added, that they could no longer carry on the War 
without Affiil:ance. You have the whole Negoti
ations before you, fay they, and we fubmit it to your 
Prudence. 

He th en allowed them to make Peace, provided they 
kept faithful in their Chain with the Englifh; but told 
them, that asto his Part he could make no Peace with 
theGovernor of Canada. They were under great Un
eafinefs to leave their Friends in the -~lar, they faid, 
and wifhed, iince neither the Governor of Cantlda nor 
he would receive Propofals by their Hands, that 
they might think of fon1e neutra! Place to treat. 'The 
Governor anfwered, that he could ncither receive nor 
fend any Meffage on that Head; and that Peace could 
be only made between them by the two Kings. 

The Governor next afked them, whethcr they 
would permit the F1·ench to build again at Cada
rackui ; they anfwered, they would ncver permit it, 
and were refol ved to infift on it, in ail the enfi1ing 
1"reaties, that he never ihall. Then the Governor 

N added, 
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C B A p. added, if you permit the French to build any where 

X. on that Lake, there will be an End to your Liber-
~ ty, y our Pofterity will become Slaves to the French. 

If ever you fhould permit them, 1 will look on it as 
an abfolute Breach of the Chain with us : If the 
French attempt it give me Notice, and I will march 
the whole Force of my Government to your Affift. 
ance. W e fhall find afterwards, however, th at the Go
vern ment of New-York was far from making good 
this Promife. 

The Governor told them, that they had loft much 
of their Honour in creeping to the French, in fuch 
an abjeét Manner; for, fays he, the Gov·ernor of 
Canada's Paper, which you brought with you, fays, 
that you came in the moft humble and penitent 
Manner, and begged Peace. To which they an
fwered, the Governor of Canada has no Reafon to 
make fuch Reflexions, we have many of his Belts 
to fhew, by w hich he again and again fued to us 
for Peace, before we would hearken to him. But, 
replies the Governor, how came y ou to cali him 
Father ? For no other Reafon, they replied, but be
caufe he ca1ls us Children. Thefe Names fignify 
nothing. 

They defired the Governor not to fay any Thing 
particularly of Cadarcakui, in his publick Speech that 
he was to make next Day, for they had, they faid, 
forne among them that would tell ali to the Gaver
nor of Canada ; and concluded, with wifhing that 
they had forne one, who could write and read ail 
that the Governor had faid to them, that they 
n1ight not forrrèt any Part of it, when they come 
to confult and

0

refolve on this weighty Affair, at their 
General Council at Onondaga. 

Here we fee thefe Barbarians, thefe Savages, as 
we caU them, atting with the greatefl: regard to the 
Treaties they had entered into with their Allies, 

2 and 
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and that at a Time when the Exigences of their own CH A P. 

Affairs, and when the faint feeble Affiftance, which X. , 
their Allies had contributed in the comtnon Caufe, ~ 
would, among Chrifrian Potentates, have been 
thought a fufficient Excufe for their taking Care of 
themfelves feparatèly, in breach of the moft folemn 
Confederacy they could enter into. 

The Sachems of the Pive Nations being met at 0-
nondaga, to confult on the Terms offered by the 
French, they were divided in their Opinions ; the 
Cayugas, and Part of the Senekas, were moft favo
rable to the French Propofals ; but the major Part 
was abfolutely againft allowing the French to rebuild 
a Fort at Cadarackui, nor would they confent to in
elude ail the Fre;zch .A.Ilies in the Treaty, with forne 
of which they had particular Caufes of Animoft ... 
ty. 

The Party that was moft: for Peace obtained Leave 
to go to Canada, to try whether they could obtain 
Terms lefs difagreeable. They accordingly ~ent 
thither, within the Time prefixed by the Governor 
of Canada, for an Anfwer; and to make themfelves , 
more acceptable to the French, they carried thirteen 
Prifoners with them, and delivered them up. The 
Jefuit Milet was of this Number, who had been 
taken in the Year 1689, and one Jonfcaire, who had 
been long a Prifoner among the Senekas: He had 
been delivered up to a Family of the Senekas, that 
had loft forne confiderable Relation, and was by 
thetn adopted. He ingratiated himfe]f fo much with 
th at Nation, th at he was ad vanced to the Rank of 
a Sachem, and preferved their Efteen1 to the Day of 
his Dea th ; w hereby he becarne, after the general 
Peace, very ufeful to the French in ail Negotiations 
with the Pive Nations, and to this Day they fuew 
their Regard to his Family and Children. 

N2 Wh en 
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When the Governor of Canada came to Particu

lars with thefe Deputies, he could obtain nothing 
but ambiguous or dubious Anfwers, as to the re
building of Cadarackui Fort, and the including of 
ali the :French Allies in the Peace. VVThereupon he 
difmiffed them with Prefents, and made them ma
ny fair Promifes, in Cafe of their Compliance ; but 
threatened them with utter Defi:ruél:ion, in Cafe of 
their refufing the Terms he had offered. Many of 
the French Indian Allies were prefent, when the Go
verner of Canada refufed any Agreement without 
his Allies being included in it, and this attached 
them exceedingly to the French Intereft. This Re
gard, which the French generally fhew for the Inte
refl: of their Allies, is a Piece of Policy which, upon 
ali Occafions, proves ufeful to them ; whereas, the 
N egleél: of this Piece of na tura! J ufiice has as often 
been prejudicial to others, who have not had fo 
tender a Senfe of it. But it is not fo eafy for a weak 
State to keep up its Honour in fuch Cafes, as it is 
for 'J. powerful Prince. 

CH A P. XI. 

'l'he War renewed. The French repqfj~fs them
felves qf Cadarackui Fort, and Jind Me ans to 
brtak oJf the 'I'reaty betrt.veen the Five Nations 
and Dionondadies. 

C T H E Pive Nations refufing to come to the 
~IA P. Gov~rnor of Canada's Terms, he refolved to 

.__ ,:_ , force them; and as he fufpeél:ed that they continued 
· ~ obfl:inate, by the Advice of the Englifh, and the 

Confidence they had of the Englijh Affiftance, he 
thought he would moft effeél:ually lelfen that Confi

dence, 
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denee, by attacking and defl:roying the re main der of CH A P. 
the Mohawks, who Jiv'd adjoining to the Englifh Set- XI. 
dements. For this Purpofe he refolved to march, ...._,... ' 
in the Winter, the whole Force of Canada againft 
that Nation; but one of the Prifoners learning their 
Defign, made his Efcape, and informed the Mohawks 
of it. This made him alter his Meafures, knowing 
weil enough, that if the Englifh were prepared to 
receive them, futh an Enterprize would onJy lead 
tho fe engaged in it to certain Defl:ruél:ion. He th en fènt 
three hundred Men into the Neck of Land between 
Lake Erie and Cadarackui Lakt, the ufual hunting 
Place of the }"ive Nations, in hopes of furprifing 
them w hile they hunted carelefsly there, and at the 
fame Time to view the old French Fort there, to 
obferve in what Condition it remained. 

This Party met with three or four Men, who de
fended themfelves obf1:inate1y, till they ail feil dead 
on the Spot. They furprifed 1ikewife a Cabin, 
where they took forne Men and Women Prifoners; 
and four of them were publickly burnt alive at 
Montreal. So far the Count de Frontenac thought it 
more proper to imitate the Indians in their moil: fa
vage Cruelties, than to infl:ruél: them, by his Ex
ample, in the Compaffion of the Chrifl:ian Doéhine. 
lt Party of one hundred and fifty of the ]-?ive Nati
ons feil upon the Dewagunha.s, in their W a y to Ca 
nada, and entirely routed them. Ten Prifoners were 
taken, nine of which were burnt alive, in revenge 
of the fame Fate the four Men of the Five Nations 
had received at Montreal. 

This Year alfo forne fculking French lndians mur
dered forne People near Alban)' and Scheneélady. 

The Party fent to view Cadarackui Fort found it 
in a better Condition than they expeél:ed, the nJdi
ans having negleéled to demoliih and level the Bafl:i
ons, and probably they had not Inftruments fufficient ta 

~ do 
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CH A P. do it. The Count de Frontenac therefore, in the 

X. Summer of the Year 1695, fent a confiderable Body 
...........,_.,of Men, bath French and lndians, thither, to repair 

the Fortifications, and to caver thofe that fhou]d be 
at work. The Pive Nations, in Augu.ft, fent Mef
fengers to Albany~ to acquaint the Englijh that the 
French had taken Poffeffion of Cadarackui, and were 
repairing of it. They demanded, in Confequence 
of the Promife Colonel Fletcher had given them, 
the Affiftance of five hundred Men and forne Canon, 
which they promifed they would draw over Land, 
where they could not be carried by Water. At the 
fame Time they defired, that the People of New
England might be told, that many of the Owen~ 
agungas were gene with the French to Cadarackui, 
and that this was a proper Time to fall upon 
thofe that remained, and to deftroy them, and the 
W oinen and Children. 

Coll. Fletcher came to Albany in September ; there, 
in a Speec~ to the Pive Nations, he b1amed them 
for being afleep, when they fuffered the French to 
take Po1feffion of Cadarackui ; it would have been 
much eafier, he faid, to have prevented their get
ting the Polfeffion, than to drive them out, now 
they are in it, efpecially as now you yourfelves 
are convinced, that it is impoffible to carry Cannon 
thither from this Place. Ali, fays he, 1 can now 
do, is to advife you to inveft the Place with your Par
ties, fo as to prevent their receiving any Supply of 
Provifions : By this Means you may force them to 
defert it. Th en he gave them 1 ooo Pound of 
Powder, two Thoufand Pound of Lead, 57 Fufees, 
one Hundred Hatchets, three Hundred and forty 
eight Knives, and two Thoufand Flints, befides 
Cloathing, & c. But in n1y Opinion, the Government 
of New-York have, on ail Occafions, been exceeding
ly to be blamed, in not having forne Men of Experi-

ence 
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ence among the Pive Natio1ts to advife and direél: CH A P. 

them on all Emergencies of Importance. The French XI· 
are very careful of this, and the 0/ficers of the regu- '--.r--1 
]ar Troops are obliged to take their Tours among 
their lndians, while the Captains of the independent 
Companies of Fufiliers at Ne·w-York live like mili-
tary Monks, in Idlenefs and Lux ury. 

The French gained a great Ad van tage, by poffef
fing this Place, as it is of great Security to their 
Traders, in their paffing between Montreal and 
Mijfilimakinak. It ferved likewife as a Place of 
Stores , and Retreat in ali their Enterprifes againft 
the Pive Nations, that Place being nearly about half 
Way between Montreal and the Country of the 
Pive Nations. It likewife expofed the Pive Nations 
in their hunting, to the Incurfions of that Garifon, 
by its being in the Neighbourhood of their principal 
hunting Place for Bever. 

The French grew exceedingly uneafy, when they 
found, that the Dionondadies, who live near Mi./fili
limakinak, had almoft concluded a Peace with the 
Pive Nations, and that the reft of their Allies were 
like to follow their Example : Sorne of thefe Nati
ons had been at Montreal, and at their Return for
warded the Peace, that thereby they might be at 
Liberty to go to Albany; for they informed their 
Neighbours, that the Pive NationJ had intirely fimt 
up the Path to Montreal; and befides that, the 
French were not in a Condition to fupply them, for 
they bad nothing for themfelves, not fo nwch as a 
Drop of ftrong Spirits. If thefe .Nations had, at 
that Time, deferted the French, it might probably 
have put an End to the French Colony ; for as the 
Lands of Canada barely produce fufficient for the 
Subfiftence of its Inhabitants, the only Means they 
have of purchafing Cloathing and other Neceffaries 
is by their Trade with the lndia.ns. The French 

N 4 likewife 
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CH A P. Iikewife had been in Danger of greater Mifchief by 

XI. the Peace, for the fe Na ti ons being at W ar with the 
~Pive Nations, and lying on the Back of them, 

obliged the Pive Nations to keep always a very con
ilderable Part of their Force at home, to defend 
themfelves againft thefe Nations, and to revenge the 
Injuries they received from them ; but if the Peace 
had be en concluded with thefe Nations, the Pive 
Nations could have turned their whole Force againft 
Canada, and p:·obably might have perfuaded thefe 
Nations to have joined with them in warring on the 
French. 

The French Commandant at Mif!zlimakinak had 
his Hands full at this Time; and if he had not been 
a Man of great Abilities, he muft have funk under 
the Difficulties he had to go through; in the firft 
Place, to contradié1: the Stories brought from }dont
real, he ordered the Stores of his Fort to be fold to 
the lndians at the cheapeft Rate, and aff'ured them, 
that great ~1antities were every Day expeél:ed from 
France, which were only detained by contrary 
Winds; and after thefe Goods !hall arrive, faid he, 
they will be fold cheaper than ever they have been. 
l-Ie told the1n Iikewife, that the Count de Frontenac 
would never make Peace with the Five Nations, but 
was refolved to extirpate them ; for which Purpofe 
he was now rebuilding Cadarackui Fort. At the 
fame Time he took all poilible Methods to extin
guiih the Beginnings of Friendlhip, w hi ch appeared 
between the Fi-ve lVations and Dionondadies. 

The Dionondadies durft not avow. their treating 
with the Pive Nations to the French, neither durft 
the Fz've N.~tz"ons truft their Agents in a Place where 
they knew the French had fo great Influence ; both 
Sides therefore agreed to carry on their Treaty by 
Means of Prifoners w hi ch they took from one an
other. The Civility with which the Dionondadies 
treatcd thefe Prifoners, their difmiffing them, and 

2 their 
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their receiving again Prifoners which had been taken CH A P. 

by the Five Nations, gave the Commandant fuffici- XI. 
ent Ground to fufpeél: what was doing. The Dio- ~ ..J 

nondadies at laft took feven Men of the Pive Nations 
Priîoners, and carried them to Mij}ilimakinak. The 
French perceiving, by their Manner of bringing 
then1 in, that the Dionondadies intended to treat 
them with the Civility they had lately ufed to o-
thers, murdered two of them with their Kni v es as 
they fl:ept afuore. On this thé Dionondadies imme-
diately took to their Arms, faved the other Five, 
and carried them fafe to their Cafl:Ie ; and continu-
ing in Arms, threatened Revenge for the Infult 
they had received. 

The French were forced in like Manner to ftand 
to their Arms, and as there are always many dif
ferent Nations at Mijjilimakinak trading, forne of 
which were inveterate Enemies of the Pive Nations, 
they joined with the French. The Utawawas ftood 
neuter. This gave the Commandant Means of end
ing the Difpute by Compofition. He in the firfl: 
Place a!fured them, that the Chriflians abhorred all 
Mann er of Cruelty, and th en told them, that as the 
French fuarecl with the Dionondadies in ali the Dan
gers and Loff'es fufl:ained by the War, they ought 
jn like Manner to partake with them in any Advan
tage. TheDionondadies on this were perfuaded to deliver 
up one of the Prifoners. What I am about to relate, 
I think, gives Room to charge the Fre1zch with a 
Piece of Policy, not only inconfiftent with the Chrif
tian Religion, but likewife with the Charaé1:er of a 
polite People ; and that all Confiderations from Religi
on, Honour, and Virtue, muft give Way to the pre
fent Exigencies of their Affairs. That an End might 
be put to the Beginnings of a Reconciliation between 
thefe People and the Fz've Nations, the French 
gave a publick Invitation to feaft on the Soup to 
be made on this Prifoner, and, in a more particular 

Mann er, 
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CH A P. Manner, invited the Utawawas to the Entertain-XI. ment. . 
~ The Prifoner being firfl: made fafl: to a Stake, fo 

as to have Rootn to move round it, a Frenchman 
began the horrid Tragedy, by broiling the F1efh 
of the Prifoner's Legs, from his Toes to his Knees, 
with the red hot Barrel of a Gun ; his Example was 
followed by an Utawawa, and they relieved one an
other as they grew tired. The Prifoner aU this 
while continued his Death Song, till they clapt a 
red hot Frying-pan on his Buttocks, when he cried 
out, Fire is fl:rong and too powerful ; then all their 
Intftans mocked him, as wanting Courage and Refo
lution. Y ou, they faid, a Soldier and a Captain, as 
you fay, and afraid of Fire ; y ou are not a Man. 
They continued their Torments for two Hours with
out ceafing. An Utawawa being defirous to outdo 
the French in their refined CrueJty, fplit a Furrow 
from the Prifoner's Shoulder to his Garter, and fill
ing it with Gunpowder, fet Fire to it. This gave 
him exquifite Pain, and raifed exceffive Laughter in 
his Tormenters. When they found his Throat fo 
mu ch parched, that he was no longer able to -gratify 
their Ears with his bowling, they gave him Water, 
to enable him to continue their Pleafure longer. But 
at Jafl: his Strength failing, an Utawawa flead off his 
Scalp, and threw burning hot Coals on his Scull. 
Then they untied him, and bid him run for his Life: 
He began to run, tumbling like a drunken Man; 
they fhut up the W a y to the Eafl:, and made him 
run Wefl:ward, the Country, as they think, of de
parted (miferable) SouJs. He had fl:ill Force left to 
throw Stones, till they put an End to his Mifery by 
knocking hitn on the Head with a Stone. After 
this every one eut a Slice from his Body, to con
elude the Tragedy with a Feaft. lt is doing no ln
jury, 1 think, to thefe Frenchmen, who thus glory 
in this horrid Cruelty, to a:lk them, whether they 

difJ 
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did not likewife regale their revengeful Appetites CH A P. 

with a Share of this inhuman Feafl: ? XI. 

Though 1 have had frequent Occafions to men- V"VV 

tion thefe barbarous inhuman Cruelties, tranfaéted 

by the Indians, y et I have a voided to relate the 

particular Circumfl:ances of them, becaufe I believe 

few civilized Ears can bear the reading of them 

without Horror. But when they are perpetrated by 

Chrifl:ians, and fo far gloried in, as to be recorded 

in their own Hifl:ory, 1 am willing to fuew it to my 

Countrymen in its proper Colours. This laft Piece 

of French Hifl:ory is taken from Hifloire de l' .Ameri· 

que Septentrionale, par Monfr. de la Poterie, publi1h-

ed at Paris with the Royal Licence, and recom-

mended to the Publick by Mo nf. Fonte11elle, Vol. ii. 

Page 298. 
Though this cruel Aél: had its defigned Effet!', in 

breaking off this Method of negotiating between the 

Pive Nations and Dionondadies, it did not prevent 

the Peace ; and it had very near raifed a Civil W ar 

with their own Indians, which was only prevented 

by the dextrous Conduél: of the French Officers, 

who, in ali kind of Artifice, have always been fu. 

perior to the lndians. But let me obferve on this 

Occafion, th at the avoiding an y Misfortune, by any 

bafe or wicked Aél:ion, is commonly the Caufe of 

greater Mifchiefs than what is thereby avoided; and 

of this numerous Examples may be given. 

CH A P. 



:the HISTORY of the 

C H A P. XII. 

The Count de Frontenac attacks Onondaga tiz 
Perfon, with the whole Force of Canada. 
'Ihe Five Nations continue the War ~wùh the 
French, and make Peace with the Dionon
dadies. 

CH A P.T HE Count de Frontenac having fecured Ca-
XII. darackui Fort, which was called by his Name, 
~as a Place of Arms and Provifions, and for a Re

treat to the Men that iliould happen to be fick or 
wounded, refolved to make the Five Nations feel 
his Refentment of their refufing his Terms of Peace. 
For this Purpofe he affembled ali the regular Troops 
of Canada, the Militia, the Owenagungas, the ~a
toghies of Loretto, the Adirondacks, Sokokies, Nepi
ciriniens, the Praying hzdians of the Pive Nations, 
and a few Utawawas, at Montreal, in 'june 1696. 
The other weftern lndians near Miifilimakinak, by 
their late Correfpondence with the Pive ·Nations, and 
the Diffatisfaél:ion they had manifefted, were not 
trufted. The Manner of making War with the In
dians in a Country wholly covered with Woods, muft 
be fo much different from the Methods ufed in Eu. 
rope, that I believe the Reader will be pleafed to 
have a particular Account of the Count de Fronte~ 
nac's Conduél: in this, who was an old experienced 
General, in the feventy fourth Year of his Age. 

It is to be ohferved, that it is impoffible to pafs 
the vaft Forefts between the Countries of the Pive 
Nations with Waggons, or other Carriages, or on 
Hu febJck, or even on Foot, in the fummer Time, 
by Reaton of mat~y im1~ffible thick Swamps and 
l\1oraffes. For this Rea on, the only M~thod of 

travelling 
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travelling is in Bark Canoes, or very light Battoes, CH A P. 

along the Rivers, which may be eafily carried on XII. 
Men's Shoulders, w here the Stream of the River~ 
becomes too rapid, and from one River to another; 
for which Purpofe the fhorteft Paffes are always 
chofen, and are called, for this Reafon, Carrying 
Places. 

The Count de Frontenac marched fron1 la Chine, 
in the fou th End of the Ifland of Montreal, the fourth 
of ]uly. He divided five hundred Indians fo, that 
the greatefl: Number of them ihould always be in 
the Van, which confifted of two Battalions of the 
regular Troops. They were followed by the Ca
noes w hich carried the Provifions. The Van was 
commanded by the Chevalier de Callieres, Gaver
nor of Montreal ; he had with him two large Bat
toes, which carried two fmall Pieces of Cannon, 
fmall Mortars, Granadoes, and the U tenfils of the 
Arti11ery. The Count de Frontenac was at the Head 
of the main Body, accompanied by the Engineer 
and feveral Gentlemen Voluntiers. The Body con
fifted of four Battalions of the Militia, who, in W ar 
with lndians, were then more depended on than 
the regular Troops; thefe were commanded by Mon
fieur Ramfay, Governor of 1'rois Rivieres. The 
Rear, which confifl:ed of two Battalions of regu1ar 
Troops, and of the refl: of the Indians, was under 
the Command of the Chevalier de Vaud7·euil. Ali 
the Indians had French O.fficers fet over them. 

In this Order the Army marched, only thofe that 
were in the V an one Da v, were in the Rear the 
next ; and they al ways k~pt a N umber of In di ans 
on the Scout, to difcover the Tracks of the Enemy, 
for fear of Ambufcades. And when they were obliged 
to carry the Canoes, and drag the large B:tttoes, fe
veral Parties were detached to cover the l\1en that 
worked. 

After 
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Ca A p, After twelve Days Màrch they arrived at Cada. 

~II. rackui Fort, one hundred eighty Miles from Mont-
~ 'real. Here they waited for the Utawawas, who 

difappointed them; and in the mean Time raifed a 
Bark, which had remained funk fince Cadarackui 
Fort was deferted. They croffed over Cadarackui 
Lake to Onondaga River ( now Ohfwega ). This 
River being narrow and rapid, they ordered fifty 
Men to march on each Side of it, to prevent their 
being furprifed, and the Army moved flowly along 
the River, according to the Intelligence they re
ceived from their Scouts. They found a Tree, as 
they paffed along, on w hi ch the lndians had, in their 
Manner, painted the French Army, and had laid by 
it two Bundles of eut Rufues. This was a Defiance 
in the Indian Manner, and to tell them by the 
Number of Rulhes, that fourteen hundred thirty 
four Men would meet them. The French paffed 
the little Lake, between Ohjwega and Onondaga, in 
Order of Battle ; and the two Wings, to prevent 
their being furprifed, and to make the Place of.their 
Lan ding more un certain to the En emy, took a Cir
cuit along the Coafl:. As foon as they had landed 
they raifed a Fort. A Seneka, who had been forne 
time a Prifoner in Canada, and pretended an At
tachment to the French, was fent out to make a 
Difcovery. He deferted to the Onondagas. He 
found them waiting for the French, with a Refoluti
on to defend their Cafl:le, and to fight the French; 
fur which Purpofe they had fent away their Women 
and Children. The Seneka told them that the French 
Army was as numerous as the Leaves on the Trees; 
th at they had Machines w hich threw Balls up in the 
Air, and which falling on their Cafl:le burft to 
Pieces, and fpread Fire and Death every where, a
gainfl: w hi ch their Stockadoes cou]d be of no De
fen ce. This was confirmed by another Seneka, who 
deferted. Upon which the 01101;dagas thought it 

mofl: 
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moft advifeable to retire, leaving their poor Fort cH A P. 

and bark Cottages ail in Flames. XII. 
After the General had an Account of this, he ~ 

marched to their Village in Order of Battle. The 
Army was divided into two Lines: The firft com-
manded by the Chevalier de Callieres, who placed him• 
felf on the Left, confifl:ed of two Battalions of the 
Inhabitants in the Center, and a Battalion of the re-
gular Troops on each Wing. The Artillery follow-
ed them. Moft of the Indians of this Divifion 
were upon the Right, who continually fent out 
Scouts. The fecond Line was commanded by the 
Chevalier de Vaudreuel, compofed of the fame Num. 
ber of Battalions, and in the fame Order. The 
Count de Frortenac was carried in a Chair direél:ly 
after the Artillery. But it was impoffible for them 
to keep the ir Order, in paffing through thick 
Woods, and in paffing Brooks. ln this formida-
ble Manner the aged General marched up to the 
Allies of the Village, and his Army exerted their 
Fury on the Indian Corn, which covered a large 
Field in thick Ranks. 

An Indian Sachem, about one hundred Y ears old, 
would not retire with the reft, but chofe this Time 
to end his Days. The French Indians had the Plea
fure of tormenting him, w hi ch he bore with fur
prifing Evennefs of Mind, and with that Refoluti
on which becomes a Sachem of the Pive Nations. 
He told his Tormentors to remember well his Dea th, 
when his Countrymen lhould come to take terrible 
Vengeance of them. Upon which, one fiabbing 
him feveral Times with his Knife, he thanked him 
but faid, you had better make me die by Fire, that 
thefe Dogs of Frenchmen may learn how to fuffer 
like Men. Y ou lndians, their Allies, you Dogs of 
Dogs, think of me when you lhall be in the like 
State. Th us this old Sachem, und er ail the W eaK-
nefs of old Age, preferved a Greatnefs of Soul, and 

a due 
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CH A P. a due Regard for the Honour of his Country, to the 

XII. lafl: Moment of his Breath. 
'-""v--1 The Chevalier de Vaudreuil was fent with a De

tachment of fix or feven hundred Men to deftroy 
the Oneydoes Corn, who Iiv'd but a fmall Diftance 
from Onondaga, which he performed without any 
Refiftance. The J efuit Milet had lived for the 
moft Part with the Oneydoes ; he had infufed into 
them the mofl: favourable Sentiments of the French, 
and they had been the mofl: inclined to Peace on the 
French Terms. Thirty five of them fl:aid in their 
Caftle to make the French welcome ; but the only 
F avour they obtained, was to be made Prifoners, 
and carried to Montreal. The French Governor de
clared his Refolutions to extirpate the Onondaga.r, 
and for that Reafon gave Orders to give no ~ar
ter. 

The Difficulty of fupporting fo many Men in 
thefe Deferts, made it neceffary for the Count de 
Frontenac to return as fpeedily as poffible. Though 
the French Army was much an Overmatch for the 
Onondagas, both in Number of Men and in their 
Arms, the Onondagas were not fo far difpirited, 2s 
not to follow them in their Return. They found 
Opportunities to revenge themfelves in forne Mea
fure, by cutting off every Canoe that happened at 
any Time to be at a Difl:ance from the main Body. 
This obliged the Count to hafl:en his March, fo 
that he returned to Montreal the tenth of Au-
gu.ft. 

The Onondagas fu.ffered nothing by this charge
able Expedition, but the Lofs of their Corn, and 
their Bark Cottages. They loft not one Man, but 
the old Sachem, who refolved to die a Martyr to 
his Country's Honour. The French fuffered con
ftderably by its Confequences ; for all the Planters 
being taken off from their Labour, either in this 
Expedition, or in watching and fecuring their Forts 

and 
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and Country, a Famine enfued; and this I fitid has C H A p. 

often happened in Canada, w he re all the Men, fit XIII. 
to bear Arms~ have been employed in fuch like Ex- ·'-'\,-...,.J 
peditions. If the Oneydoes had not titnely furren~ 
dered them fel v es, the Cottnt had not bcen able tb 
have carried Home the leaft Token of a Viétory. 
And ail that can be faid for this Enterprize is, that ·it 
was a kind of heroick Dotage. 

The Influence th at the J efuit Milet bad obtained 
over the One)'does was fuch, that fo:ne Time af
ter this, thirty of them deferted to the Fr'eJtch, 
and defired that he might be appointed th~ir Pa
il:or. 

ln the following 'Vinter the Mohawks, with the 
Governor of New- York's Ptivacy; (ent one to the 
Praying Indians with two Belts; and he catried t~\ o 
Prifoners with him. By the firft Belt he afked, 
whether the Path was entirely fuut up between their 
two Countries ; and, by the fecond, demanded 
the Refiitution of a Prifoner the Praying Indians had 
taken: But his real Defign was, to le~un the State 
of their Country, and what Defigns were form
ing. Notwithftanding the Influente and Arti
fice of the French Priefl:s over thefe Converts, they 
ftill retained an Affeétion td their Cotlf\ttymPfl ; 
for which Reafon the Count de Fronte·~tac enrert~in~ 
ed a J ealoufy of thef~ Intercourfes, and threat~ned 
to putto Death any that fuould come in that Man .. 
ner again ; but the Meifenger had the Satisfaéliou of 
difcoverillg the difi:reffcd Condition bf Car.ada by 
Famine. 

A Party of the French v/as fent out in the Win
ter, to make forne i\.ttem pt upon the E1tglijb Set·· 
tlements near .Albany ; but fome Jvlohawks and 
Stal;kook Indians me~ting with them, before they 
reached the Settlements, they were intirely routed 
The commanding Officer, one du Bau; and two o .. 
th ers; fa ved themfelves from the Fur y of the In dt· 

0 ans, 
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CH A P. ans, by running to Albany ; the re ft were either 

XII. kilJed or peri{hed in the Woods, fo that not one 
~- ' Man of this Party got back to Canada. 

It was rouch eafier for the French to fet the Pr{l.y
ing Indians upon the Englijh, againft whom it is 
poffible many of them bad perfonal Animofities, 
that made the1n go over to the French, than to fight 
their Countrymen. Several of them came this 
Win ter. fkulking about Scheneétady and Albany ; 
and being weil acquainted with the Country, and 
fpeaking likewife the Mohawk's Language, by which 
they fometimes deceived the Inhabitants, they fur
prifed forne of the lnhabitants, and carried away 
their Scalps. 

'fhe Five Nations, to lhew that the Count de 
Jirontenac's Expedition bad no W a y difcouraged 
them, fent out feveral Parties againft Canada. One 
of them tnet with a Party of french upon St. 
Laurence River, near Montreal. The French were 
routed, and their Captain killed. As foon as this 
was beard at Montreal, Repentigni was fent out af
ter them with a confiderable Party of French, Nepi
cirinien Indimzs and Praying lndians ; but this Party 
was likewife defeated, and the Captain, with many of 
his Men, killed. 

Thus the War was continued till the Peace of 
Refwick, by fmall Parties of Indians, on beth Sides, 
haraffing, furprifing, and fcalping the Inhabitants 
near Montreal and Albany. 

Sorne Time this Y ear the chief Sachem of the 
Dionondadies (whom the French cali the Baron) went 
to S?2Jebeck, pretending a ftrong Attachment to the 
French, but really to conceal the Treaty of Peace 
that he was on the Point of concluding with the 
Five Nations; for which Purpofe he had fent his 
Son with nineteen Belts to the Smekas. The Sub
fiance of whofe C01nmiffion was as follows : 

3 The 
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The French have for many Yeats confounded Ca A P. 

our Refolutions, and deceived us, but now we are XII. 
refolved to break ali their Artifices, by fl:opping ~ 
our Ears. We come now to unite with you, while 
the French know nothing of the Matter. The Com
mandant at Mi/filimakinak has told us ma11y Lies, 
he has betrayed us, and made us kill one another, 
but we are firmfy refolved never to hearken to him 
any more. The Peace was accordingly firmly con-
cluded, notwithflanding ali the Oppofition the French 
could make. The French Au thors fay, the only 
Reafon that induced the Dionondadies was~ that the 
Englifh fold them Goods cheaper than the French 
could. 

Sorne Time before the News of the Peace arrived, 
the French at Montreal being informed that a Part 
of the Pive Natio1zs were difcovered near Corlear' s 
Lake, fent out a Captain with a Party of Sol
diers and Indians, who being weil experienced in 
the Mann er of making W ar with Indians, marched 
through the thickeft Woods, and by the leafl: fre
quented Places, fo that he difcovered the Enemy, 
without being difcovered. He furprifed that Party, 
killed feveral, and took one Prifoner. The Uta
wawas being then trading at M?ntreal, the Count 
de Frontenac invited them to a Feafi: to be n1ade of 
this Prifoner, and caufed hin1 to be burnt publick-
1y alive at Montreal, in the Manner of which I have 
already given two Accounts from the French U· 
thors·. 

0 ~ CH A P. 
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C HA P. XIII. 

c:fhe Conduél which the EnglHh and French ob. 
Jerved, in regard to the Five Nations, im
mediate/y after the Peace ifRefwick. 

CH A P. s 0 0 N after the News of the Peace of Refwick 
XIII. reached New- York, the Gave rn or fent an Ex-
~ prefs to Canada, to inform the Governor there of 

-it, that Hoftilities might ceafe. The Pive Nations 
having an Account of the Peace earlier than they 
had it in Canada, took Advantage of it, in hunting 
Bever near Cadarackui Fort. The Governor of Ca
nada being informed of this, and believing that the 
Pive Nations thought themfelves fecure by the 
genera] Peace, refolved to take his laft Revenge of 
them. For this Purpofe he fent a confidera~le 
Party of Adirondacks to furprife them, which they 
did, and killed feveral, but not without Lofs of 
many of their own Men. The Lofs of one of their 
greateft Captains at that Time gave the Pive Nati
ons the greateft Affliél:ion. After he was mortally 
wounded, he cried out: " Muft 1, who have made 
" the who le Earth tremble before me, now die by 
" the Hands of Children ?" for he defpifed the A
dirondacks. 

A Difpute at this Time arofe, between the Go-
vernment of New-York and Canada, about the French 
Prifoners which the Pive Nations had in their Bands. 
The Earl of Bellamont, then Governor of New-York, 
would have the French receive thofe Prifoners from 
him, and direél:ed the Five Nations to bring them 
ta Albany for that Purpofe. The French, on the 
other· Hand, refufed to own the Five Nations as 
fubjeét to the Crown of Great-Britain, and threat-

3 ened 
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ened to continue the W ar againfi: the Pive Natio1;J, C ·a A p. 

if they did not bring the Prifoners to Montreal, XIII. 
and deliver them there. The Count de Frontenac '--v--1 
fent fome of the Pra;•i11g Indians with a Mefl'age to 
this Purpofe~ and to have ali the French Allies inclu-
ded in the general Peace. 

The Melfenger on his Return told the Count, 
publickly in Prefence of feveral Utawawas, that the 
Pive Nations refufed to include feveral of his Al
lies, but were refolved to revenge the Injuries they 
had received. The Utawawas were exceedingl y 
difcompofed at hearing this, and the Count, to re
cover their Spirits, affured them, that he never 
would make Peace without including ail his Allies 
in it, and without having ail their Prifoners re .. 
fiored. At the fame Time he made Preparations to 
attack the Pive Nations with the whole Force of 
Canada. 

The Earl of Bel/amont being informed of this, 
fent Captain John Schuyler (of the Militia) to teH 
the Count, that he had the Intereft of the King his 
Mafter too much at Heart, to fu.ffer the French to 
treat the Pive Nations like Enemies, <tfter the Con
clufion of the general Peace ; for which Reafon he 
had ordered them to be on their Guard, and bad 
furnilhed them with Arros and Ammun.ition ; that 
he bad ordercd the Lieutenant-Governor, in Cafe 
they were attacked, either by the French or their 
Allies, to join them with the regular Troops ; 
and that, if he found it neceffary, he would rai fe 
the whole Force of his Govermnent in their De
fence. 

This put a Stop to the French Threatening, and 
hoth Sides made Complaint to their Mafl:ers. The 
two Kings ordered their refpeétive Governors to be 
affifl:ing to each other, in making the Peace effec
tuai to both Nations, and to leave the Difputes, as. 
to the Dependency of the lndian N-ations, to be de-

0 3 termincd 
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C H A P. termined by Commiffioners, to be appointed pur. 

XIII. fuant to the Treaty ot Refwick. 
~ It is exceedingly impolitick, when weaker Po

tentates, ingaged in a Confederacy againfl: one pow
erful Prince, leave any Points to be determined 
after the Conclufion of a Peace ; for if they cannat 
ob tain a Conceffion, w hile the Confederacy ftands 
and their Force is united, how cana weaker Prince 
hope to obtain it, w hen he is left al one to himfelf, 
after the Confederacy is dilfolved ? The French 
have fo often found the Benefit of this Piece of 
Imprudence, that in all their Treaties they ufe ali 
the Cajoling, and every Artifice in their Power, 
to ob tain this Ad van tage, and they feldom mifs 
it. 

About the Time of the Conclufion of the Peace 
at Refwick, the noted Therouet died at Montreal. 
1~he French gave him Chrifiian Burial in a pompous 
Manner, the Prieft, that attended him at his Death, 
having declared that he died a true Chriftian ; for, 
faid the Pricfi while I explained to him the Paf
fion of our SJviour, whom the 1ews crucified, 
he cried out ; :' Oh ! had I been there, I would 
~ ' have revenged his Death, and brought away their 
'; Scalps." 

Soon after the Peace was known at Montreal, 
three confiderable Men of the Pra)'ing Indians came 
to Albany ; they had fine laced Coats given them, 
and were invited to return to their own Country. 
'fhey anfwered, that they were young Men, and 
bad not Skill to make a fuitable Anf wer, and bad 
not their ancient Men to confult with ; but promi
fcd to communicate the Propofals to their old Men, 
and would bring back an Anfwer in the Fall. 1 
find nothing more of this in the Regifl:er of Jndian 
./lffcz:rs, though it might have been of great Confe
quence had it been purfued to Purpofe ; but fuch 
M atters, where there is not an immediate private 

Profit, 
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Profit, are fel dom purfued by the Englijh with that CH p 

Care and Affiduity, with which they are by the XIII;. 
French. ~ .J 

While Captain Sr:huyler was in Canada, he enter- -
ed into forne indifcreet Difcourfe with Monfieur Ma-
ricour, for whom the Pive Nations had a particular · 
Efteem, and call Stowtow!/Je. ·Captain Schuyler, in 
afferting the Dependency of the Pive Nations on 
New-York, faid, that thofe Nations were their Slaves. 
Mr. Maricour told this Difcourfe to an Onondaga, 
with ali the Aggravations he could, and added, that 
it was intirely owing to the Englifh that the Peace 
was not abfolutely concluded, and that Captain 
Schzryler prevented their Prifoners being reftored, 
becaufe he would have them fent to Albany, as be-
ing Slaves to the Engli(h. That the French had no 
Difpute with the Englifh, but for the Independen-
cy of the Pive Nations. This indifcreet Conduél: 
of Captain Scbuyler was fo much refented by the 
Five Nations, that a Deputation of the mofl: con
fiderable Sachems was fent to J.1lbany in June 1 699, 
to corn plain of it ; and they fent at the fame Time 
Deputies to Canada to conclude the Peace, inde
pendently of the Englifh. Thefe Deputies that 
came to Albany were fo far convinced that the 
Fre1uh had abufed them, and how much more it 
was for their Security to be included in the general 
Peace with the Engli/h, than to have only the French 
Faith for the ir Security, that they immediate] y dif-
patched a Me.fTenger after their Deputies that were 
gone to Canada. Though this Mei1ènger reached 
them too 1ate to fiop their Proceeding, it con-
vinced the Deputies fo far of its being for their In-
terefl: to be joined with the Englijh in the Peace, 
as they had been in the War, that they infifted 
that the Exchange of Prifoners be made at Albany. 
At the fame Time the Meffenger was fent afcer 
their Deputies to Caur:da, Colonel Peter Sch:t)'ler 

was 
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CH A P. was fent with others to Onondaga, to remove the 

XIII. Prejudices they had received there. 
'-= ~' The Count de Frontenac died while thefe Dif-

putes continued. Monfieur de Ca/lieres, who fuc
ceeded him, put an End to them, by agree
ing to fend to Onondaga to regulate the Exchange 
of Prifoners there ; fo't w hi ch Purpofe Mon lieur 
Maricour, Ioncaire, and the Jefuit Bruyas, were 
fent. 

When the French Commiffioners were come 
within lefs than a Mile of Onondaga Cafl:Je, they put 
themfelves in Order and marched with the French 
Colours carried before them, and with as much 
Show as they could make. Decanefora met them 
without the Gate, and complimented them with 
three Strings of V\' ampum. By the firft he wiped 
away their Tears for the French that bad been ilain 
in the vVar. By the fecond he opened their 
Mouths, that they might fpeak freeJy ; that is, 
promifed them Freedom of Speech. By the third 
he cleaned the Matt, on w hi ch they were to fit, 
from the Biood th01t had been fpilt on bath Sides: 
The Compliment was returned by the Jefuit, then 
they entered the Fort, and were faluted with a ge-
11eral Difcharge of ali the fire Arms. They were 
carried to the beft Cabin in the Fort, and there en
tertained with a F eaft. The Deputies of the fe
veral Nations not being ail arrived, the Jefuit, and 
:.. lonfleur Maricour, paffed the Time in vifiting and 
conver'ing with the French Prifoners. The General 
Ccuncil being at 1afl: met, the J efuit made the fol
]owing Speech, which I take from the Relation the 
Fir:./e .LVations afterwards made of it to the Earl of 
Bd!a;;zont. 

'' I . I am glad to fee the Pive NatioJts, and th at 
J• forne of them went to Canada, notwithfl:anding 
" Gorlear forbid them : I am forry for the Lofs of 

y our 
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'' your People killed by the remote Indians; I con-Ca A p~ 

'' dole their Death, and wipe -away the Blood by this XIII. · 

"Belt. ~ J 

" 2. The '"V ar Kettle boiled fo long, that it 
'' would have fcalded all the Pive Nations had it 
" continued ; but now it is overfet, and turned up

" fide dawn, and a firm Peace made. 

" 3· I now plant the Tree of Peace and Welfare 

'' at Onondaga. 
" 4· Keep faft the Chain you have made with 

" Corlear, for now we have one Heart and one 

" Intereft with them ; but why is Corlear againfl: 

'' your correfponding with us, ought we not to 

" converfe together when we are at Peace and in 

" Friendfuip ? 
" 5· Deliver up the French Prifoners you have, 

" and we fhall deliver not only thofe of your Na

" tion we have, but ali thofe likewife taken by 
" any of our Allies ; and gave a Belt. 

" 6. I off'er myfelf to you to live with you at 

" Onondaga, to inftruét you in the Chriftian Re· 

" Iigion, and to drive away all Sicknefs, Plagnes 

'' and Difeafes out of y our Country, and gave a 

" third Belt. 
'' 7. This lafl: Belt, he faid, is from the Ron

" daxe, or French Indians, to defire Reftitution of 
" the Prifoners taken from them." 

The Jefuit in the Conclufion faid; '' Why does 
" not Corlear tell you what paffes between the Go

'' vern or of Cmtada and him ? He keeps y ou i~ 

" the Dark, w hile the Governor of Canada con-
" ceals nothing from his Children. Nor does the 

" Governor of Canada claim your Land, as Corlear 

'' does." 
The General Council immediately rejeéted the 

Belt by which the Jefuit offered to ftay with them, 

faying, W e have already accepted Corlear's Belt, by 

w hi ch he offers us Pafiors to infiruét us. Deca11e-
for 
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Ca A P.fora added, The Jefuits have always deceived us, 

XIII. for w hile they preaehed Peace, the French came 
~ ~ and knocked us on the Head. To this the Jefuit 

replied, that if he had known that Corlear intend
.. ed to fend them Paftors, he would not have offered 

this Belt. 
It is to be obferved that the Indian Council re

fufed to hear the French, or to give them an An
f wer, but in Prefence of the Commiflîoners from 
./llbany. 

The French Commiffioners having aff'ured the 
Peace with the Five Nations, the Inhabitants of 
Canada efteemed it the greateft Bleffing that could 
be procured for them from Heaven ; for nothing 
could be more terrible than this lafl: W ar with the 
Five Nations. While this W ar lafted, the Inhabi
tants eat their Bread in continuai Fear and Trem
bling. No Man was fure, when out of his Houfe1 

of ever returning to it again. While they laboured 
in the Fields, they were under perpetuai Appre ... 
henfions of being killed or feized, and carried to 
the Indian Country, there to end their Days in 
cruel Torments. They many Times were forced 
to negleél: both their Seed Time and Harvefl:. The 
Landlord often faw ali his Land plundered, his 
Houfes burnt, and the whole Country ruined, while 
they thought their Perfons not fafe in their Forti
fications. In fhort, all Trade and Bufinefs was of
ten at an intire Stand, while Fear, Defpair, and 
Mifery appeared in the Faces of the poor Inhabi
tants. 

The French Commiffioners carried feveral of the 
principal Sachems of the Pive Nations back with 
them, who were received at Montreal with great 
Joy. They were faluted by aDifcharge of aU the great 
Guns round the Place, as they entered. The 
French Allies took this amifs, and afked if their 
Governor was entering. They were told, that it 

was 
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was a Compliment paid to the Pive Nations, whofe c ·H A P .. 
Sachems were then entering the Town. e per- XIII. 
ceive, they replied, that Fear makes the French ~ J 

1new more Refpeét to their Enemies, than Love 
can make them do to their Friends. 

Monfieur de Callieres affembled ali the Fre1zch 
Allies, (who were then very numerous at Mont
real) to make the Exchange of Prifoners, and they 
delivered the Prifoners they had taken, though the 
Five !valions had fent none to be exchanged for 

· them. Thus we fee a brave People fi:ruggle with 
every Difficulty, till they can get out of it with 
Honour ; and fuch People always gain Refpeét, 
even from their mofl: inveterate Enemies. 

I fuall finifu this Part by obferving, that not
withfl:anding the French Comruiffioners took ali the 
Pains poffible ta carry Home the French, that were 
Prifoners with the Pive Nations, and they had full 
Liberty from the Jndians, few of them could be 
perfuaded to return. It may be thought that this 
was occaftoned from the Hardiliips they had en
dured in their own Country, under a tyrannical Go
vernment and a barren Soil: But this certain! y was 
not the only Reafon ; for the Engl~fh had as much 
Difficulty to perfuade the People, that had been 
taken Prifoners by the French Indians, to leave the 
Indian Manner of living, though no People enjoy 
more Liberty, and live in greater Plenty, than the 
common Inhabitants of New-York do. No Argu. 
ments, no Intreaties, nor Tears of their Friends 
and Relations, could perfuade many of them to 
leave their new Indiart Friends and Acquaintance ; 
feveral of them that were by the Careffings of their 
Relations perfuaded to come Home, in a little 
Time grew tired of our Mauner of living, and 
run away ~gain to the Indians, and ended their 
Days with them. On the other Hand, Indian Chil
dren luve been carefully educated among the Eng-

lz!h, 
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CH A P./ijh, cloathed and taught, yet, 1 think, there is not 

XIII. one Inftance, that any of thefe, after they had Li-
........., 'berty to go among their own People, and were 

come to Age, would remain with the Englijh, but 
returned to their own Nations, and hecame as fond 
of the Indian Manner of Lifè as thofe that knew 
nothing of a civilized Manner of living. What I 
now tell of Chriftian Prifoners among Indians, re. 
lates not only to what happened at the Conclufion 
of this War, but has been found tn .. "'e on many 
ether Occafions. 

".the- End if the S E c o N D PA R T o-
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RELATING TO 

An ACT of the AssEMBLY 

0 F THE 

PROVINCE of NE w-r 0 R K, 

FOR 

Encouragement of the Indian Trade, &c. and 
for prohibiting the felling of Indian Goods 

to the French, viz. of CA NA DA. 

I. A PETIT I oN of the Mcrchants of London to His 
Majefty againft the faid Aét. 

II. HIs MA JE s T Y 's Order in Counci1, referring the 
Petition to the Lords Commiffioners of Trade and 
Plantation. 

III. Ex TRAc T of the Minutes of the faid Lords, con
cerning forne Allegations of the Merchants before them. 

IV. The RE Po R T of the faid Lords to His Majefty on 
the Merchants Petition, and other Allegations. 

V. The REPoRT of the Committee of Councii of the 
Province of New-Yôrk, in Anfwer to the faid Petition. 

VI. A ME MoR I A L concerning the F urr-Trade of New
York, by C. Golden, Efq; 
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Council, 

The Humble Petition and Reprefentation o 
Sanzuel Baker, Samuel Storke, John Bayeux, 
Richard Jenèway, Robert Hackjhaw, Jofeph 
Low, Jofeph Paice, George Streatfield, Wil
liam Parkin, and John Evered, Merchants 
of Lond()n, trading to New-rork, in behalf 
of themfelves, and the reft of the Perfons 
concern' d in the New-rork Trade. 

SHEWE'I'H, 

-----~HAT by an Aél: paffed in New-l"ork 
the 19th of November, 1720, entitled, 
An Aét for Encouragement of the Indian 
'l'rade, and rendering il more beneficia! to the 

Inhabitants of this Province, and for prohibiting the 
felling of Indian Goods to the French, ali Trade 
whatfoever is prohibited io the ftriB:eft Mann er, 
and under the fevereft Penalties, between the Inha
tants of New-York Government, and the French of 
Canada, or any SubjeB:s of the French King~ or any 
Perfon whatfoever, for or on the behalf of any fuch 
Subjeéts ; and which Aét ~vas to continue in force 
for three Y ears. 

That the Reafons afiigned in the Preamble of 
this AB:, for the paffing thereof, are, For that the 
French at Canada, by means of Indian Goods pur
chafed from the Inhabitants of New-rork~ had not 
onlyalmoitwholl engro1fed thelndian'rrade to them-
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felves, but had, in great meafure, withdrawn the 
Affeélions of the Pive Nations of Indians from the 
Inhabitants of New-Tork, and render'd them waver· 
ing in their Faith and Allegiance to your Majeil:y ; 
and would, if fuch Trade was not prevented, wholly 
alienate the Mincis of the faid Jndians, which might 
prove of dangerous Confequence to the Englijh In
tereft in America. 

That this Aét was fent home for your Majeil:y's 
royal Confideration~ but your Petitioners do not 
find that your Majefty ever fignified your Allow·· 
ance or Difallowance thereof; from whence, and 
fr mn the Aét' s being to continue but three Y ears, 
your Petitioners humbly conceive the fame was fuf
fered to lie by probationary, to fee w hether the faid 
Aét, in its Effeéts, was really advantageous or 
prejudicial to the Britijh 'l'rade and Intereft in 
America. 

That your Petitioners have received Advice, 
That the Government of New-York either have, or 
are about paffing an Aét, to revive and continue 
the faid Aét for prohibiting all Trade between Neu:
Tork and Canada. 

U pon which Occafion, your Petitioners humbly 
beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, That the 
faid Aét, tho' in the firft Intention of it, it mighr 
be well defigned, yet, in its Eftèéls, it has proved 
very pernicious to the Britijh 'l'rade in general, and 
to the Intereft of New-York in particular : For, be· 
fides the Nations of lndians that are in the Englifh 
lntereft, there are very many Nations of In di ans, 
who are, at prefent, in the Intereft of the Fre;zch, 
and who lie between New-York, and the Nations 
of Indians in the Englijh Intereft ; and this Aét pro
hibiting ali Trade between New-York and the French 
of Canada, or any of the Subjeéls of France, the 
French, and their Indians, woulcl not pennit the 
Englifh Indz.ans to pafs over by their Forts, fo as to 
c:arry on a free Trade with New~'rork, but pre-

4 vented 
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vented their Paffages, as mu ch as po ffi ble, whereby 
that moft confiderable and only valuable Branch of 
Trade from New-York, hath, ever fince the paf
fing the faid Aét, very much leffened, from the 
great Difficulties of carrying on any Trade with 
the Englifh Indians, and the Prohibition of all Trade 
with the French ; and all the Indian Goods have, by 
this Aét, been raifed in their Priee 25/. to go!. 
perCent. 

'Vhereas, on the other hand, this Branch of the 
New-rork Trade, by the Difcouragements brought 
upon it by this AB:, is almoft wholly engroffed by 
the French, who have already, by this Aét, been 
encouraged to fend proper European Goods to Canada, 
to carry on this Trade ; fo that fhould this Aét be 
continued, the New-York Trade, which is very 
confiderable, muft be wholly loft to tls, and center 
in the French. 

And your Petitioners further beg leave humbly 
to reprefent, That as they conceive nothing can 
tend more to the with-drawing the Affeél:ions of 
the Pive Nations of Indians from the Englifh Inte
re.ft, than the Continuance of the faid AB:, which, 
in its Effeél:s, reftrains them from a free Commerce 
with the Inhabitants of New-rork, and may, too 
probably, eftrange them from the Englifh Interefl: 
Whereas by a Freedom of Commerce, and an en
courag'd Intercourfe of Trade with the French, and 
their Indians, the Englijh Intereft might, in time, 
be greatly improved and ftrengthened among the 
Indians in general, who, by fuch Latitude of Trade, 
·might be link'd to our Friendihip in the ihongeft 
Ties of their own Intereft, as weil as Inclinations. 

That therefore, and as the faid AB: was, in its 
Effeéh, fo plainly deftrué'tive and prejudicial to the 
Trade and Intereft of thefe Kingdoms, and fo much 
for the Intereft of the French, and greatJy promoted 
that Mifchief which it was intended to prevent, 

B 3 Y our 
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Y our Petitioner3 mo ft humbly pray y our Ma

jefty, That you would be ~rac~ouily pleafed 
to give the neceffary Dtrcthons to your 
Governour of New-Tork, not to pafs any 
new AB: for the reviving or continuing the 
faid Aét prohibiting Trade with the French 
of Canada ; and that if any fuch Aét, or 
any Aét of the like Tendency, be already 
paifed, that the fame may be repealed. And 
your Petitioners jhall ever pray, &c. 

Samuel Baker, 
1Zob.llackjba~, 
'jo. Lloyd, 
Sam. Storke, 
'].Bayeux, 
Sam. Fitch, 
Rich. Jeneway, 
Jof Lowe, 
Ajher LeV)', 
John Paine, 

J. Bull, 
Fra. Wilks, 
1Vm. Par kin, 
John Gilbert, 
Jof Paice, jun. 
Rich. Mico, 
Jo. Miranda, 
Geo. Slreatfield, 
'john Everet, 
'fhompfonHayne. 

At the Court at St. James"s the 3oth Day 
of April, 1724. 

PRESENT 

TheKING'sMofi:ExcellentMajefly in Council. 

UPON Reading this Day at the Board the 
humble Petition and Reprefentation of Sa

muel Baker, Samuel Storke, and fevcral others, Mer
chants of London, trading to New-Tork, in behalf 
of themfelves, and the rdt of the.Perfons concern"d 
in the New-Tork T-rade, which Petition fets forth, 
Th at great Difcouragen1ents have been brought upon 
the Britifh CJ"'rade, by an Atl: paifed in the faid Co
lony of New 1~crk, the 1 9th of November, 1 720,. 

entitled, 
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entitled, An Aft for the Encouragement of the Indian 
Trade, and rendering of it more beneficiai to the In
habitants of this Province, and for prohibiting the 
felling of Indian Goods to the French. And that 
as the iàid Aét was to continue in force only for 
three Y ears, they are informed the Government of 
New-York either have, or are about paffing an Aél: 
to revive and continue the fame : Wherefore they 
humbly pray, that the Governour of that Colon y 
may be ordered, not to pafs any new AB: for t}:lat 
purpofe ; and if any fu ch AB: be already pafs' d, 
that it may be repealed. 

It is ordered by his Majefty in Councii, That 
the faid Petition (a Copy whereof is hereunto an
nexed) be, and it is hereby referred to the Lords 
Comn1if1ioners for Trade and PJantations, to exa
mine into the fame, and report to his Majefty, at 
~his Board, what they conceive fit to be clone there
m. 

Signed, 

James rer non.' 

Extraél of the Minutes of the Rzght Honour..e 
able the Lords Commijjioners for Trade and 
Plantations, the 7th of July, 1724. 

MR. Sharp attending, as he had been defired, 
with feveral New~ Tork Merchants, their 

Lordfhips took again into Confideration the Orcier 
of Counql of the 3oth of April, mentioned in the 
Minutes of the firfr of May laft, referring to the 
Board their Petition againft the Renewing an Aét 
paifed in New-York, in November, 1720, entitled, 
An Afl for the Encouragement of the Indian 'l'rade, 
and rendering of it more effeflual to the In.habitants 
of this Province, and f-or prohibiting the ftlling of 
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Indian Goods to the French. And Mr. Sl1arp, in behalf of the feveral Merchants, acquainted their Lord!hips, That he conceived this Aét, tho' its Intention of gaining the Indians to the Englifh Intereft might be good, would have quite a contrary Effeél:, becaufe, if the Trade with the French was prevented, and the Merchants ihould difcontinue 
that with the In di ans, (as he was informed they 
would) the French might lay hold of this Oppor
tunity to furniih themfelves with Goods from Europe, and fupply the Five Nations of Indians, and thereby gain them to their Intereft : And this, by 
reafon of their Situation, would not be in the Power of the Englifh to prevent : That they were 
two or three hundred Leagues diftant from Albany, and that they could not come to trade with the Englifh but by going clown the River St. Laurence, and from thence through a Lake, which brought then1 within eighteen Leagues of Albany. 

And that the French having 1nade Settlements along the faid River, it would be in their Power, 
whenever they pleafed, to eut off that Communi~ 
cation. 

That this AB: had been fo great a Difcourage
ment to the Britijh 'l'rade, in general, that there 
had not been, by far, fo great a OEantity of Beaver, 
and other Furs, imported into Great-Britain fince 
the paffing the faid Aét, as there was before ; nor 
half the OEantity of European Goods exported. 

That feveral Merchants who had fent over to New-York confiderable OEantities of European Goods, had received A.dvice from their Correfpondents, 
That ihould another Aét of the like Nature be 
paffed, they could not find a vent for them, and 
defired they would fend no more. 

U pon the who le, Mr. Sharp defired, in behalf E>f the Merchants, that Mr. Burnet might be di
reél:ed not to pafs any Aét of the like Na ture for 
the future. 

To 
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To the K 1 N G's Moft Excellent Majefty. 

May it pleafe your Majefly; 

IN Obedience to your Majefty's Comman"ds, fig-
. nified to us by your Order in Council cf the 
goth of April laft, referring to us the Petition of 
feveral Merchants of London trading to New· rork, 
fetting forth " The great Difcouragetnents that 
" have been brought upon the Britifh 'l'rade by an 
" Aêt paifed in New-rork the 19th of November, 
" 17 20, entitled, An Att for the Encouragement of 
" the Indian Trade, and rendering of it more bene
" ficial to the l11habitants of this Province, and for 
" prohibiting the felling of Indian Goods ,to the 
" French. And that as the faid Aét is now ex
" pir' d, the faid Merchants are informed the Go
" vernment of New-York either have, or are about 
" paffing an Aét to revive and continue the fame; 
" and therefore pray, that a ft op may be put 
" thereto." W e humbly take leave to reprefent 
to y our Majefty, 

That we have been attended by the Petitioners, 
who informed us, that they have found this Aéè~ 
by Experi~nce, to be fo great a Difcouragement to 
the Britifh Cf'rade, that there has not been, by far~ 
fo confiderable a OEantity of Bea ver, and ether 
Furs, imported into Grtat-B·ritai1t, from New
York, fince the paffing the faid Aét, as heretofere, 
nor half the ~antity of European Goods exported 
thither; in confequence whereof the Priee of Furs 
is raifed Pive and 'l'wenty and Thirty perCent. to the 
great Prejudice of feveral Britijh Mant:Ifaél:ures. 

They likewife affirmed, That it was impraética· 
ble to hinder the French from fupplying the In
dians with European Goods : For tho' New-York 
fhould not furnifh them, the French would find 
another way to be fupplied therewith, either from 

forne 
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forne other of his Majefty' s Plantations, or, it 
might be, direétly from Europe. That it was of 
dangerous Confequence to force this Trade into a 
new Channel, many of the Goods which the Indians 
want being as eaiy to be had direél:ly from Fran&e 
()r Bolland, as from Great-Britain. 

Tbey further added, That it was not likely the 
Aél:, in queftion, fhould produce the Effeél:s ex
peél:ed from it, n1ore parttcularly that of fecuring 
the Five lndian Nations firmly to the Britifh Inte
reft ; becaufe, if the French fhould once get a Sup
ply of the Goods neceffary for the Indian Trade, 
trom any other Place, as the Five Indian Na ti ons are 
fettled upon the Banks of the River of St. Lawrence, 
direétly oppofite to ~ebeck, two or three hundred 
Leagues diftant from the neareft Britijh Settlement 
in New-York, the Vicinity of the French would fur
nifh them with the Means of fupplying even the Five Nations with thefe Goods, and confequently of 
alienating their Affeél:.ions from the Britijh Intereft. 
And that there was no Profpeél: of obtaining a 
Trade with the French Indians by this means, be
caufe the French would always be able to prevent 
their Paffage crofs the Lakes and River of St. Law
rence to our Settlements. 

Thefe were the moft material Objeétions made Py the Merchants againft the Bill. 

Oo the other hand, the Preamble of the Aét 
fets forth, That it was found by Experience, that 
the FreJZch of Canada, by means of Indian Goods 
brought from that Province, had not only almoft 
wholly engroifed the Indian Trade, but had in great 
Meafure, withdrawn the Affeétions of the Fi~e 
Nations of Indians from the Inhabitants of that Pro
vince, and rendered them wavering in their Alle
giance to your Majefty; and would, if fuch T'rade 
were not prevented, altogether alieaate the Minds 
of the faid lndia;zs, which would prove of dan-

gerous 
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gerous Confequence to the Englijh Intereft 1n 
America. 

And Mr. Burnet, youi ajefty's Governour of 
New-Tork, informs us, That, fince the pa ng of 
this Aél:, feveral of the far Indians had come ta 
Albany to trade; That forne of thetn came ove 
one thoufasd Miles, and are now incorporated w · h 
the Fi'Ve Natians: That he had likewife Intelligence 
of more far lndians that defign'd to come to Al
ban)', which he conceives to have been a good Ef
feél: proceeding fron1 this Aél: : And likewife adds, 
That he did not doubt but the Cheapnefs of Goods 
in Albany would induce the .bzdians to trade there, 
rather than with the French at M01ztreal ; and that 
the Traders of Albany began to be fenfible of their 
Error in 1haring a Trade with the French, which they 
now perceive they can keep wholly to themfelves. · 

Upon the whole, being doubtful of forne of the 
F atl:s alledged by the Merchants, and confidetîng 
how far the Britifh :frade may be affeél:ed by this 
Aét, on the one hand ; and how much the Security 
and Intereft of y our Majefty' s Colonies in America 
may be conçerned, on the other, we are humbly of 
Opinion, That no Direétions ihould be fent toNew .. 
Tork, upon the Subjeét-Matter of this Aét, till 
Mr. Burnet fuall have been acquainted with the Ob
jeétions of the Merchants thereto, and his Anfwers 
and Obfervations received thereupon. For which 
end, if your Majefty 1hall be graciouily pleafed to 
approve of this our Propofal, we fhall forthwith 
fend him Copies both of the Merchants Memo iai, 
and of what Objeétions they have 1nade before us 

~to the Subjeét-Mattcr of this Bill. 

Which is moft humbly fubmitted. Signed, 

J. Chetwùtd, 1 R., Plummer:, 
Whitehall, fj. Pelham, · Ea. Ajhe. 

July I.f, 1 7·z4. M. Bladen, 
5 'l'he 
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'l'he Report of a Commmittee of the Council held 
at New-York, November 6, 1724. 

May it pleafe y our Excellency, 

I N Obedience to your Excellency's Commands 
in Council, the 29th of Oétobèr, referring tous 

a Petition of feveral Merchants in London, prefent
ed to the King's moft excellent Majefty, againft 
renewing an Aél: paffed in this Province, entitled, 
.An AB for Encouragement of the Indian '.(rade, and 
rendering Jt more effeétual to the Inhabitants of this 
Province, and for prohibiting the felling of Indian 
Goods to the French; as likewife the feveral Alle
gations of the faid Merchants before the Right 
Hon. the Lords of Trade and Plantations, we beg 
Leave to make the following Remarks. 

In arder to make our Obfervations the more 
diftinét and de ar, we fhall gather together the fe
veral Affertions of the faid Merchants, bath in 
their Petition, and delivered verbally before the 
Lords of Trade, as to the Situation of this Pro
vince, with refpeél: to the French and Indian Nations, 
and obferve on them, in the firft Place, they being 
the F oundation on which aU their other Allegations 
are grounded. Afterwards we fhall lay before 
y our Excellency, what we think neceffary to obferve 
on the ether parts of the faid Petition, in the Order 
they are in the Petition, or in the l{eport of· the 
Lords of Trade. 

In their geographical Accounts they fay, " Be
" fides the Na ti ons of Indians that are in the En
" glijh Intereft, the re are very many Na ti ons of 
" Indians, who are at prefent in the lntereft of the 
" French, and who lie between New-York and the 
" Nations of Indians in the Englifh Intereft.~ 
" The French and their Indians would not permit 
" the Ençrfilh Indians to pafs over by their Forts . .... _ 6 

;; The 
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The faid AB: " Reftrains them (the Pive Na

" ti ons) from a free Co1nmerce with the Inhabitants 
" of New- rork. 

" The Pive Indian Nations are fettled upon t.he 
" Banks of the River St. Lawrence, diretl:ly op
" pofite to I?<!febeck, two or three Hundred Lea
" gues diftant from the neareft Britijh Settlen1ents 
" in New-York. , 

" They (the Pive' Nations of Indians) were two 
" or three Hundred Leagues diftant from Albany; 
" and that they could not come to trade with the 
" Englijh but by going clown the River St. Law
" renee, and from thence through a Lake, :which 
" brought them within eighteen Leagues of 
" Albany." 

Thefe Things the Merchants have thought it fafe 
for them, and confiftent with their Duty to his 
facred Majefty, to fay in his Majefty's Prefence, 
and to repeat them afterwards before the Right Hon. 
the Lords of Trade, though nothing can be more 
direétly contrary to the Truth. For there are no 
Nations of Indians between New-York and the Na
tions of Jndians in the Englijh Intereft, who are now 
fix in N umber, by the Addition of the 'I ufcaroras. 
The Mohawks (called Annies by the French) one of 
the Five Nations, live on theSouth-fide of aBranch 
of Hudfon' s-Rh;er, (not on the N orth-fide, as they 
are placed in the French Maps) and but forty Miles 
direétly W eft from Albany, and within the Englijh 
Settlements, forne of the Englifh Far ms upon the 
fame Ri ver being thirty Miles further W eft. 

The Oneidas (the next of the Five Nations) lie 
likewife W eft from Albany, near the Head of the 
Mohawks-River, about one Hundred Miles from 
Albany. 

The Onondagas lie about one Hundred and Thirty 
Miles Weft from Albany. And the 'l'ufcaroras live 
partly with the Oneidas, and partly with the Onon
dagas. 

The 

13 



The HISTolt Y of the 
The Cayugas are about one hundred and fixty 

Miles from .Albmry. 
And the Sennekas (the furtheft of ali thefe Na

tions) are not above two hundred and forty Miles 
from Albany, as may appear by lVIr. !Je L' Jjle's 

ap of Louijia11e, who lays clown the Five Nations 
der the Nan1e o-f IroqztfJis. 
And Goods are daily carried from this Province 

to the Sennekas, as weil as to thofe N arions that lie 
nearer, by W a ter all the W a y, except three Miles, 
(or in the dry Seafons, five Miles) where the Tra
ders carry over Land between the Mohawks-Riv~ 
and the Wood Creek, which runs into the Oneida
Lake, without going near either St. Lawrence-River, 
or any of the Lakes upon which the French pafs. 
which are entirely out of their W ay. 

The nearefl: French Forts or Settlements to Al
bany, are Chambly and Monreal, both of theJn lying 
about North and by Eaft from Alba11J, and are 
near two hundred Miles diftant from it. §2!1ebcck 
ies about three hundred and cighty Miles North

Eaft from Albany. So far is it from being true, 
that the Five Nations <!re fituated upon the Banks 
of the River St. Lawrence, oppofite to !?2gebeck, that 
Albany lies almoft direétly between ~ebeck and the 
Five .1Vations. And to fay that thefe Indians cannot 
come to trade at A/barry, but by gomg clown the 
River St. Lawrence, and then into a Lake eighteen 
Leagues from Albany ( we fuppofe they mean Lake 
Champlain) paffing by the French Forts, is to the 
fame Purpofe as if they îhould fay, that one can
flot go from London to Briflol, but by W a y of 
Edinburgh. 

Before we go on to obferve other Particulars, we 
peg Leave further to remark, that it is fo far from 
being true, ~hat the lndians in the French Intereft, 
lie between JVew-rork and our Pive Nations of In
dians, that forne of our Nations of Indians lie be
tween the French and the Indians, from whence the 

Fr.encb 
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French bring the far greateft ~antity of tneir · 
Furs: For the Sennekas (whom the French caU So· 
nontouons) are fituated between Lake Erie and Ca~ 
taraqui Lake, ( called by the French Ontario) near the 
great Fall of Jagara, by which ali the Indians that 
live round Lake Etie, round the Lake of the Hu-
rons, round the Lake of the Illenois, or Michegan, 
and round the great Upper Lake, generally pafs in 
their W ay to Canada. Ail the Indians fituated up-
on the Branches of the Miftjjippi, rn uft likewife 
pafs by the fame Place, if they go to Ca11ada. And 
ali of them 1ikewife in their W a y to Canada, pafs 
by our Trading-Pla<;e upon the Cataraqui Lake, at 
the Mouth of the Onondaga River. The neareft 
and fafeft W a y of carrying Goods upon the Cata-
raqui Lake towatds Canatla, being along the Soutn-
fide of that Lake, (near where our Indians are fet-
tled, and our T rade of la té is fixed) and not by the 
North-fide and Catat'aqui, or Frontùzac Fort, wherè 
the French are fettled. 

Now that we have reprefented toy our Excellency, 
that not one W ord of the Geography of thefe 
Merchants is true, upon which ali their Reafoning 
is founded~ it mîght feem needlefs to trouble you.t 
Excellency with any futther Remarks, were it not 
to fhow wlth what eatneftnefs they are promoting 
the French Interejl, to the Prejudice of ail his Ma
jefty's Colonies in North Amtrica, and that they 
are not afhamed of alferting any Thing for that 
End, even ln the Royal Pr~fence. 

Firft, They fay, " Th at by the A tt paffed in 
" this Province, entided, .An .Aft for Encourage
" ment of tbe lhdiah 'rrade, &c. Ali Trade what
" foever is prohibited in the ftriél:eft Manner, and 
'' under the fev-ereft Penalties, between the !nha. 
'' bitartts of NettJ-rork Government, and the 
" French of Canada." 

This is ·not true, fot only carrying Goods to the 
French, which are proper for the Indian <J'rade, i~ 
.L • prohibite~~ 
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prohibited. The J:rade as to other Things, is left 
in the fame State it was before that Aél: was made, 
as it will appear to any Perfon that fhall read it: 
And there are yearly large OEantities of other 
Goods openly carried to Canada, without any Hin
rlrance from the Government of New-Tark. What
ever may be faid of the Severity and Penalties in 
that Aét, they are found infufficient to deter forne 
from carrying Goods clandeftinely to the French ; 
and the LegiOature of this Province are convinced 
that no Penaltie~ can be too fevere, to prevent a 
Trade which puts the Safety of all his Majefty's 
Subjeéts of North America in the greateit Danger. 
. Their next Affertion is, All the Indian Goods have 
/;y this Ait, be en raiftd 2 5 l. to 30 1. per Cent. This 
is the only Allegation in the whole Petition, t!.at 
there is any Ground for. N everthelefs, though the 
çommon Channel of Trade cannat be altered with~ 
out forne Detriment toit in the Beginning, we are 
aîfured from the Cuftom-houfe Books, that there 
has been every Y ear, fin ce the paffing of this Aét, 
more Furs exported from New-York, than in the 
Year immediately before the paffing of this Aét. 
It i~ not probable, that the greateft Difference be
tween' the Exportation any Y ear bef ore this Aét, 
and any Y ear fin ce, could fo mu ch alter the Priee of 
Bea ver, as it is fou nd to be this laft Y ear. Bea ver 
is carried to Britain fron1 other Parts befides Neu;
Tork, and it is certain that the Priee of Beaver is 
not fo much altered here by the QEantity in our 
Market, as by the Demand for it in Britain. But 
a.s we cannat be fo weil informed here, w hat occa
fions Beaver to be in greater Demand in Britain, 
we muft Jeave that to be enquired after in England. 
However, we are fully fatisfied that it will be found 
.to be for very different Reafons from what the Mer
chants alledge. 

· ~he Merchants go on and fay, fVhereas on the 
11tber !land, this Brancb of the New-York Cf' rade., 

by 
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/;y the Difcouragements brought upon it lry this All, 
z·s almoft ·wholly euxrojfed by the French, who have 
already by this Aét, been encouraged to fend proper 
European Goods to Canada, to carry on this Trade, 
Jo that jhould this Aét be continued, the New-York 
Cf"rade which is <rJery conjiderable, mujl be wholly loft to 
us, and center in the French. Though New
y ork jhould pot furnijh them, the French would find 
another Way to be fupplied therewith, either from 
fome other of his Majefly' s Plantations, or it might 
be direétly from Europe. Many of the Goods 
which the Indians want being as eafy to be had di
reilly from France ot· Hollai\d, as from Great-Britain. 

This is eaiily anfwered, by informing ycur Ex
cellency, that the principal of the Goods proper 
for the Indian Market are only of the Manufaétures 
of Great-Britain, or of the Britijh Plantations, viz. 
Strouds, or Stroud-Waters, and other Woollens, 
and Rum. The French muft be obliged to buy ali 
their Woollens (the Strouds efpecially) in England, 
and thence carry them to France, in arder to their 
1'ranfportation to Canada. The Voyage to I?<_,uebeck 
through the "Bay of St. Lawrence, is weil known 
to be the moft dangerous of any in the \Vorld, and 
only praéticable in the Summer lVIonths. The 
French have no Commodities in Canada, by reafon 
of the Cold and Barrennefs of the Soil, proper for 
the Weft-India Markets, and therefore have no Rmn 
but by Veifels from France, thar touch at their 
Iflands in the We.ft-Indies. New-York has, by ReJ
fon of its Situation, bath as to the Sea and the Jn
dians, every W ay the Advantage of Canada. The 
New York V effels make al ways two Voyages in the 
Year from England, one in Summer and another in 
Vvinter, and feveral Voyages in a Ye.1r to the W efl
l ndies. It is manifeft theretore, that it is not in the 
Power of ·the French to import a_ny Goods near fo 
cheap to Cana-da, as they are imported to New
York. 

c But 
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But to put this out of all Controverfy, we need 
only obferve to y our Excellency, That Strouds 
(without which no confiderable Trade can be car
ried on with the Indimzs) are fold at Albany for 1 o l. 
a Piece: They were fold at Monreal before this Aét 
took Place, at 1 3!. 2 s. 6 d. and now they are 
fold the re for 2 5 l. and upwards: Which is an evi
dent Proof, that the French have not, in thefe four 
Years Ti me ( during the Continuance of this AB:) 
found out any other Way to fupply themfelves 
with Strouds, and likewife that they cannot trade 
without them, feeing they buy then1 at fo extrava
gant a Priee. 

lt lil' ewife appears, that none of the neighbour-
ing Colonies have been able to fupply the French 
with theü: Goods ; and thofe that know the Geo
graphy of the Country, know it is impraéticable 
to do it at any tolerable Rate, becaufe they mufl: 
carry their Goods ten 'I'imes further by Land than 
Wt; need to do. 

vVe are likewife aifured, that the Merchants of 
Me1weal latcly told Mr. Vaudreuil their Governor, 
that if the Trade from Albany be not by fome 
l\1eans or other encouraged, they n1 uft abandon 
that Seulement. W e have Reafèm therefore to fuf
pett, that thcfe Merchants (at leaft forne of them) 
have been praélifed upon by the French Agents in 
London ; for no doubt, the French will leave no 
Method untried to defèat the prefent Defigns of 

~ this Government, feeing they are more afraid of 
the Confequences of this 1"'rade between New-York 
and the India11s, than of all the warlike Expeditions 
that ever were attempted againft Canada. 

But to return to the Petitioners, 'IÏ)ey conceive 
1tothing can teÎ1d nzore to the withdrawing the Affec
tions of the Five Nations of Indians from the Engliih 
Ir:· cret, than theContinuance of t.he faid Aff, whicb 
in itr Ejfefts rejtrains them from a free Commerce with 
'!l·e L~habitants of :N cw-York, and may too probably, 

eflrange 
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tjlrange them from the Engliih Intereft, whereas by 
a Freedom of Commerce, and an encouraged Intercourfe 
of Cf'rade with the French and their Indians, the 
Engliih Interefl might in CJ:ime, be great/y improved 
and flrengt hened. 

It fe ems to us a ftrange· Argument to fay, that 
an Aét, the whole Purport of which is to encourage 
our own People togo among the lndians, and to 
draw the far Indians through our Indian Country to 
Albany (and which has truly produced thefe Effeéts) 
would on the contrary, reftrain them from a free 
Comtnerce with the Inhabitants of New-rork, and 
may tao probably eftrange then1 from the Englifh 
lnterefl, and therefore that it would be much wifer 
in us to ma,ke ufe of the French, to proniote the 
Englifh Intereft ; and for which End, we ought to 
encourage a free Intercourfe between them and our 
Indians. The reverfe of this is exaétly true, in the' 
Opinion of our Pive Nations ; who in ali their pub
Eck Treaties with this Governn1ent, have repre
fented againft this Trade, as '.!he Building the French 
Forts with Englifh Strouds: That the ençouraging 
a Freedom of Commerce with our Indians, and the 
Indians round them, who muft pafs through their 
Country to .Albany, would certainly increafe both 
the Englijh Interefl and theirs, among aU the Nati
ons to the W eftward of thetn ; and that the car
rying the In di an Market to Monreal in Canada, 
draws ali the far Indians thither. 

The laft Thing we have to take Notice, is wh at 
the Merchants afferted before the Lords of Trade, 
·viz. :Fhat there has not been half the f<!,tantity of Eu
ropean Goods exported fin ce the pa .!Jing of this AB, 
that ufed to be. 

W e are well affured, that this is no better ground
ed than the other Faéts they affert with the fame 
PoGtivenefs. For it is well known almoft to every 
Perfon in New-York, that there has not been a lefs, 
but rather a greater ~antity of European Goods 

C 2 ' im ported 
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imported into this Place, fince the paffing of thi9 
Aét, than was at any Time before it, in the fame 
Space of 1'ime. As this appears by the Manifefts 
in the Cuftom-houfe here, the fame may likewife 
be eafily proved by the Cuftom-houfe Books in 
London. 

As aH the Arguments of the Merchants run upon 
the ill Effeéts this Aét has had upon the Trade and 
the Minds of the Indians, every one of w hi ch we 
have fhown to be afferted without the leafr Foun
dation to fupport them., there nothing now remains, 
but to ihow the good EffeB:s this Aét has pro
duced, which are fo notorious in this Province, that 
we know not one Perfon that now opens his Mou th 
againft the Aét. 

Before this Aét paffed, none of· the People of 
this Province travelled into the IndiatJ Countries to 
trade : W e have now above fort y young Men, who 
have been feveral Times as far as the Lakes a trad
ing, and thereby become weil acquainted, not only 
with the Trade of the Indians, but likewife with 
their Manners and Languages ; and thefe have re
turned with fuch large Ol1antities of Furs, that 
greater Numbers are refolved to follow their Ex
ample. So that we have good Reafon to hope, 
th at in a little Time the Eng!ijh \\ill draw the whole 
!ndian Trade of the Inland Countries to Albany, 
and into the Country of the Fh:e Nations. This 
Government has built a publick Trading-houfe up-

n Cata1·aqui Lake, at Irondequat in the Scnnekas 
Land, and another is to be built next Spring, at 
the Mouth of the Onondagas Rh·er . . Ali the far 
!ndùms pafs by thefe Places, in their W a y to Cana
da ; and they are not above half fo far from the 
Euglifh Settlements, as they are from the French. 

So fàr is it from being true what the Merchants 
fay, 'Ihat tht French Forts interrupt alt Communica
tion between the Indians and the E:1glirn, that if thefe 
Places be weil fupported, as they eafily can be from 
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our Settlements, in cafe of a Rupture with the 
J~rench, it will be in the Power of this Province, 
to intercept the greateft Part of the 1'rade betwern 
Canada and the Indians, round the Lak s and the 
Branches of the Mi.ftjjippi. 

Sin ce this Aét paifed, n1any Nations have come 
to Albany to trade, and fettle Pcace and F riendfhip, 
whofe Names had not fo 1nuch as been heard of 
among us. 

In the Beginning of May 172 j, a Nation of hz
dians came to Albany finging and dancing, with 
their Calumets before them, as they always do 
when they come to any Place where they have not 
been before. W e do not find that the Commif
fioners of Indian Affairs, were able to inform thern
felves what Na ti on this was. 

Towards the End of the fame Month, eighty 
Men, befides W omen and Children, came to Al
bany in the fame Manner. Thefe had one of our 
Five Nations with them for an Interpreter, by 
whom they informed the Commill1oners, that they 
were of a great Nation, called Nehkereages, confift
ing of fix Caftles and Tribes; and that they lived 
near a Place called by the French Miffilimakinak, 
between the Upper Lake and the Lake of the Hu
rons. Thefe Indians not only dc.fired a free Com
merce, blit likewife to enter into a ftriét League of 
Friendfhip with us and our Six Nations, that they 
n1ight be accounted the Seventh Nation in the 
League ; and being received accordingly, they 
left their Calumet as a Pied ge of their Fidelity. 

In 'june another Nation arrived, but from wh at 
Part of the Continent we have not learned. 

In July the 'rwightwies arrived, and brought an 
Indian Interpreter of our Nations with them, who 
told, that they were ca !led by the French Miami es, 
and that they live upon one of the Branches of the 
River Miji./Jippi. 

c 3 At 
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At the fame Time forne of the 'I'ahfagrondie Indians, who live between Lake Erie and the Lake of the Hurons, near a French Seulement, did come 

and renew their League with the Englijh, nor durft 
the French hinder them. 

ln July this Y ear, another Na ti on came, who fe 
Situation and N ame we know not. And in Auguft 
and September, feveral Parties of the fame Indians 
that had been here laft Year. But the greateft 
Numbers of thefe far lndians have been 1net this Y ear, in the Indian Country by our Traders, every 
one of them endeavouring to get before another, 
in order to reap the Profits of fo advantagipus a 
Trade, which has all this Summer long, kept about 
forty Traders conftantly employed, in going be
tween our Trading-places in our Indian Country, and Albany, 

Ail thefe Nations of Indians who came to Albany faid, that the French had told them many 
ftrange Stories of the Englijh, and did what they 
could to hinder their coming to Albany, but that 
they had refolved to break through by Force. The 
Difference on this Score between the Cf'ahfagrondie Indians and the French (who have a Fort and Set
tlen1ent there, called by them Le Detroit) rofe to 
that Height this Summer, that Mr. 'I'onti who com
manded there, thought it proper to retire, and re
turn to Canada with many of his Men. 

W e are for thefe Reafons weil affured, th at this 
Year there will be more Beaver exported for GreatBritain, than ever was fron1 this Province in one Y ear ; and that if the Cuftom-hou fe Books at London be looked into, it will be found, that there will 
be a far greater OEantity of Goods for the lndians, 
(Strouds efpecially) fent over next Spring, than ever 
was at any one Ti me to this Province; for the 
Mer chants here tell us, that they have at this Ti me, 
ordered more of thefe Goods, than ever was done at any one Tilne before. 

Thefe 
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Thefe Matters of Faét prove beyond Contradic

tion, that this .1\_tl has been of the greatdt Service 
to New- rork, in making us acquainted with Inany 
Nations of Indians, formerly entirely unknown and 
Strangers to us ; in withdrawing then1 from th ir 
Dependance upon the French, and in uniting then1 
tous and our Indian.s, by Means of Trc1de and mu
tuai Offices of Friendihip. Of what great Cor.[(
quence this may be to the Britifh Interefl in general, 
asto Trade, is apparent to any Body. It is no lcf'> 
apparent likewife, that it is of the greatdl Confe
quence to the Safcty of ali the Britijh Colonies in 
North-America. V\ c fe 1 too fenfiblY., the ill 
Effeél:s of the French luterefl in the prefent \Var 
betwixt .1Vew-Englcwd, and only one ~a ti on of In
dians fupported by the }'rench. Of what difmal 
Confequences then 1night it be, if the French Jhould 
be able to influence in the fame Manner, fo rnany -
and fuch nutnerous 1\~ations, as lie to the W eftward 
of this Province, Pen.!J'lvaJtia and Maryland? On 
the other Hand, ii all thefe Nations (who affert 
their own Freedon1, and declare then1felves Fricnds 
to thofe that fupply then1 beft with what they want) 
be brought to have a Dependance upon the Englijh 
(as we have good Reafon to hope, in a .fhort 1~ime 
they will) the French of Canada, in cafe of a W ar, 
n1uft be at the Mercy of the Englifh. 

To thefe Advantages muft be added, that many 
of our young Men having been induced by this 
.Aét to travel among the Indians, they learn their 
Manners, their Languages, and the Situation of ail 
their Countries, and becon1e inured to ail Manner 
of Fatigues and Hardihips, and a great many more 
being refolved to follow their Example; thefe 
young Men, in cafe of a War with the lndians, will 
be of ten Times the Service, that the fan1e unl
ber of the common Militia can be of. 

The Effeéts of this Aét have likewife fo much 
quieted the Minds of the People, with Refpeét to 

C 4 the 
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the Security of the Frontiers, that our Settlements 
are now extended above thirty Miles further W eft 
towards the Indian Countries, than they were before 
it pafièd. 

The only Thing that now remains to anfwer, is 
an Objeétion which we fuppofe may be made, 
What can induce the Merchants of London to petition 
againft an Aét, which will be really Jo much for their 
Intereft in the End? The Reafon is in ali Probabi
lity, becaufe they only confider the ir prefent Gain ; 
and that they are not at all concerned for the Safety 
of this Country, in encouraging the mo ft neceffary 
U ndertaking, if they apprehend the ir Profit for 
two or three Y ears 1nay be leffened by it. This 
Inclination of the Merchants has been fo notorious, 
that few Nations at W ar with their N eighbours, 
have been able to reftrain them from fupplying their 
Enemies with Atnmunition and Arms. The Count 
D' Eflrade, in his Letters in I 6 3 8 fays, That when 
the Dutch were befieging Antwerp, one Beiland, 
who had loaded four Fly-boats with Arms and Pow
der for Antwerp, being taken up by the Prince of 
Orange's Orcier, and examined at Amfterdam, faid 
boldly, 'l'hat the Burg hers of Amfterdam bad a 
R ight to trade every where: 'l'hat be could name a 
Hundred that were Faftors for the Merchmtts at Ant
werp, ana that he was one. 'l'hat Cf'rade cannot be 
interrupted, a11d that for his Part he was very free to 

1 own, that if to get any Cf'hùzg by 'l'rade it were necejfary 
to pafs through Hell, hewould 1.,·enture to burn his Sails. 
When this .Principle fo c01nmon to Merchants, is 
confidered, ~nd that forne in this Place have got 
Eftates by trading many Years to Canada, it is not 
to be wondered that they have aéted as Faétors for 
CanaJa in this Affair, and that they have tranf
mittcd fuch Accounts to their Correfpondents in 
Londotz, as are confiftent with the Truft repofed in 
th 1n by the Merchants of Canada. 

In 
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In the laft Place, we are hmnbly of Opinion., 

that it may be proper to print the Petition of the 
Merchants of London, and their Allegations bcfore 
the Lords of Trade, together with the Anfwers 
your Committee has made thereto, in Vindication 
of the Legiilature of this Province, of which we 
have the Hcmour to be a Part, if your Excellency 
fhall approve of our Anfwers: That what we have 
faid tnay be expofed to the Examination of every 
one in this Place, where the Truth of the Matters 
of Faét is beft known; and that the Correfpondents 
of thefe Merchants may have the moft publick 
Notice to re ply, if they fhall think it proper, or 
to difown in a publick Manner, that they are the 
Authors of fuch groundlefs Informations. 

Ail which is nnanitnouily and humbly fubmitted 
by 

Tour Excellency' s 

Moft obedient humble Servants, 

R. Walter, Cadwallader Colde11, 
Rip Van Dam, Ja. Alexander, 
John Barberie, Abraham 'Van Hon1. 
Fr. Harrifon, 

A Memorial concerning the Furr-'I'rade of thf! 
Province of. New-York. 

Prefented to his Excellency William Burnet, Efq; 
Captain General and Governor, &c. by Cad
\vallader Colden, Surveyor General of the jàid 
Province, the 1 oth of November 1724. 

1 T has of late been generally believed, that the In
habitants of the Province of New-York are foad

vantageouny fituated,withrefpeél: tothe lndian'I'rade., 
- · ~and 
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and enjoy fo many Advantages asto Trade in general, 
that it is in their .Power not only to rival the French 
of Canada, who have aln1oft entirely engroffed the 
Furr-Trade of America, but that it is irnpoffible for 
the French to carry on that Trade in Competition 
with the People of this Province. The enquirino
into the Truth of this Propofition, may not onl~ 
be of fome Confequence, as to the Riches and Ho
nour of the Britijh Nation, (for it is well known 
how valuable the Furr-Trade of America is) but 
likewife as to the Safety of all the Britijh Colonies in 
North-America. New-France (as the French now 
daim) extends from the Mouth of the River Mijif 
jippi, to the Mouth of the River St. La-wrence, Ly 
which the French plainly fuow their Intention of 
enclofing the Britijh Settlements, and cutting us off 
from all Commerce with the nmnerous Nations of 
Indians, that are every where fettled over the vaft 
Continent of North-America. The Englijh in Ame
rica have too good Reafon to apprehend iùch a De
fign, when they fee the French King's Geographer 
publiili a Map, by which he has fet Bounds to the 
Briti.fh Empire in America, and has taken in many 
of the Englifh Settlements both in South-Caro/ina and 
New-rork, within thefe Boundaries of New-France. 
And the good Services they intend us, with the !JJ
dians, but too plainly appears at this Day, by the 
Indit;;z War now carried on againft New-E1zgland. 

I have therefore for fome Time paft, endeavour
ed to inform myfelf, frmn the Writings of the 
:Pre11ch, and frmn others who have travelled in Ca
nada, or an1ong the Indians, how far the People of 
this Province may carry on the Indian 'l'rade, with 
more Advantage than the French can; or what 
Difadvantages they labour under, more than the 
fre11ch do. .i\.s aU Endeavours for the good of 
ones Country are cxcufable, I do not doubt but my 
Intention in this will be acceptable to your Excel
lency, though I be not capable of treating the Sub
jeél as it deferves. l 
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I ihall begin with Canada, and confider what Ad

vantages they have either by their Situation, or 
otherwife. Canada is fituated upon the River of St. 
Lawrence, by which the five great Lakes (which 
may properly be called, '.(be five Inland Seas of 
North-America) empty themfelves into the Ocean. 
The Mouth of this great River is in the Lat. of 
50 Degrees, overagainft the Body of Newfoundland. 
It rifes from the Cataracui Lake, (the Eaftermoft of 
the five great Lakes) about the Lat. of 44 Degrees, 
and runs from thence about Nor th-Eaft to the 
Ocean, and is about nine hundred Miles in Length, 
from that Lake to the Ocean. The five great ' 
Lakes which comtntmicate with each other, and 
with this River, extend about one thoufand Miles 
W eftward, further into the Continent. So far the 
French have already difcovered, and their Difcove
ries make it probable, that an Inland Paifage may 
be found to the South-Sea, by the Rivers which 
run into thefe Lakes, and Rivers which run into 
the South-Sea. 

The Method of carrying Goods upon the Rivers 
of North-America, into all the fm ail Branches, and 
o"er Land, fr01n the Branches of one River to the 
Branches of another, was learned from the Indians, 
and is the only Method praéticable through fuch 
large Forefts and Deferts as the Traders pafs thro', 
in carrying fron1 one Nat ion to another, it is this ; 
the lndians make a long narrow Boat, made of the 
Bark of the Birch-tree, the Parts of which they 
join very neatly. One of thefe Canoes that can 
carry a Dozen Men, can itfelf be eafily carried upon 
two Men's Shoulders; fo that when they have gone 
as far by W ater as they can ( which is further than 
is eafily to be imagined, becaufe their loaded Ca
noes don't fink fix Inches into the vVater) they un
load their Canoes, and carry both Goods and Ca
noes upon their Shoulders over Land, into the 
neareft Branch of the River they intend to follow. 

- Thus, 
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Thus, the French have an eafy Communication with all the Countries bordering upon the River of St. Lawrence, and its Branches, with all the Countries bordering upon thefe In-land Seas, and the Rivers which empty themfelves into thefe Scas, and can thcreby carry their Buuiens of Merchandize thro' all the fe large Countries, w hi ch could not by any other means than vVater-carriage be carried thro' fo vaft a Traét of Land. 

This, however, but half finifhes the View the ~French have, as to their Comtnerce in North-America. Many of the Branches of the River Mifzjjippi come fo near to the Branches of feveral of the kivers which empty themfelves into the great Lakes, that in ièveral Places there is but a fhort Land-Carriage from the one to the ether. As foon as they have got into the River .lvfi.ftjfippi, they open to themfelves as large a Field for Traffick in the fouthern Parts of North-America, as was before mentioned with refpeét to the northern Parts. If one confiders the Length of this River, and its numerous Branches, he muft fay, '.fhat by means of this River, and the Lakes, there is opened to his View Juch a Sce-ne of inland Navigation as camzot be parallel' d in any other Part of the World. · 
The French have, with mu ch Induftry, fettled fmall Colonies, and built ftockaded Forts at all the confiderable Paffes between the Lakes, except between Cataraczti Lake ( called by the French Ontario) and Lake Erie, one of our Five Nations of Indians, whom we call Semzekas, (and the French Sonontottans) having hitherto refufed them leave to erecl: any Buildings there. 

The French have been indefatigable in making Difcoveries, and carrying on their Com1nerce with Nations, of who rn the Englijh know nothing but . what they fee in the French Maps and Books. The Barrenneis of the Soil, and the Coldnefs of the Climate of Canada, obliges the greateil: nun1 er of 
the 
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the Inhabitants to feek their living by travelling 
among the Indians, or by trading with thofe that 
do travel. The Governor, and other Officers, have 
but a fcanty Allowance from the King, and could 
not fubfift wcre it not by the Perquifites they have 
from this 'frade; neither could their Priefts find 
any means to fatisfy tl eir Ambition and Luxury 
without it : So that all Heads and Bands are em
ploy'd to advance it, and the Men of beft Parts 
think it the fureft way to advance themfelves by 
travelling among the Indians, and learning their 
Languages ; even the Bigotry and Enthufiafm of 
fome hot Heads has not been a little ufeful in ad .. 
vancing this Commerce; for that Government hav
ing prudently turn'd the Edge of the Zeal of fuch 
hot Spirits upon converting the Indians, many of 
them have fpent their Lives under the greateft Hard
fhips, in endeavouring to gain the Indian.s . to their 
Religion, and to love the French Nation, while, at 
the iàme ti1ne, they are no lefs induftrious to re
prefent the Englijh as the Enemies of Mankind. So 
that the whole Policy of that Government, both 
civil and religious, is admirably turn'd to the gene
ral Advance1nent of this Trade. Indeed the Art 
and Induil:ry of the French, efpecially that of their 
religions Mifiions, has fo far prevail'd upon aU the 
Indians in North-America, that they are every where 
direéted by French Councils. Even our own Five 
Nations, (the Iroquois) who forn1erly were mortal 
Enemics of the French, and have.-always li v' d in the 
ftriéteft Amity with the Englijh, have, of late, (by 
the Praétices of the French Priefls) been fo far 
gain'd, that feveral of the Mohawks, who live neareft 
the Englijh, have left their Habitations, and are 
gone to iettle near Monreal in Canada ; and ail the 
reft difcover a Dread of the French Power. That 
much of this is truly owing to the Priejls, appears 
from many of the Sachems of the Iroquois wearing 
Crucifixes when they come to A!ban,y : And thofe 

Mohawk 
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Mohawk Indians that are gone to Canada, are now 
commonly known, both to the French and Englijh, 
by the N ame of Cf' he Praying Indians, it being cuf
ton1ary for then1 to go through the Streets of Mon
real with their Beads, praying and begging Alms. 

But notwithftanding all thefe Advantages, the 
French labour under Difficulties that no Art or In
duftry can remove. The Mouth of the River of 
St. Lawrence, and more efpecially the -Bay of St. 
Lawrence, lies fo far North, and is thereby fo often 
fubjeét to tempeftuous Weather and thick Fogs, 
th at the Navigation there is very dangerous, and 
never attempted but during the Summer Months. 
The Widenefs of this Bay, together with the many 
ftrong Currents that run in it, the many Shelves, 
and funken Rocks that are every where fpread over 
ooth the Bay and River, and the want of Places 
for anchoring in the Bay, ali increafe the Danger of 
this Navigation ; fo that a Voyage to Canada is juft
ly efteem'd 1nuch 1nore dangerous than to any other 
Part of America. The many Shipwrecks that hap
pen in this Navigation, are but too evident Proofs 
of the Truth of this, particularly the Mifcarriage 
of the laft Expedition againil: Canada. The Chan
nel îs fo difficult, and the Tides fo ftrong, that after 
their Shipping gtt into the River, they never at
tempt to fail in the Night, tho' the Wind be fair, 
and the 'vVeather good. 'fhefe Difficulties are fo con
fiderable, that the French never atten1pt above one 
Voyage in a Year to Europe, or the Wejl-Indies, 
tho' it be really nearer Europe than any of the E1tg
lifh Colonia, whcre the Shipping that conftantly uiè 
the Trade, al ways make two Voyages in the Year. 

The Navigation between ~ebeck and Monreal is 
likewife very dangerous and difficult : The Tide 
rifes about r 8 or 20 Feet at §ljubeck, which occa
fions fo il:rong a Stream, that a oat of fix Oars 
cann t make way againit it : The River in many 
Places very wide, and the Channel at the fame time 

narrow 
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narrow and crooked ; there are many Shelves and 
funken Rocks, fo that the beft Pilots have been de
ceived ; for which reafon the V elfels that carry 
Goods to Monreal are always obliged to anchor be
fore Night, tho' both Wind and Tide be fair. The 
Flood goes no further than Cf"' rois Rivieres, half way 
to Monreal, and about ninety Miles frotn ftuebeck : 
After they pafs this Place they have a ftrong Stream 
always againit them, which requires a fair Wind 
and a ftrong Gale to carry the V effels againft the 
Strean1. And they are obliged in this Part of the 
River, as well as under the Trois Rivieres, to come 
to an anchor at Night, though the \Vind be good. 
Thefe Diffic Ilties make the comtnon Pafi1ges take 
up three or four W eeks, and fotnetimes fix W eeks; 
tho' if they have the chance of a Wind to conti
nue fo long, they may run it in five or fix Days. 

After they pafs Monreal they have a ftrong Strearn 
againft them till they con1e near the Lakes ; fo 
that in all that, which is about one hundred and 
fifty Miles in Length, tliey force their Canoes for
ward with fetting Pales, or drag them with Ropes 
along fhoar ; and at five or fix different Places in 
that way the River falls over Rocks with fuch Force, 
that they are obliged to unload their Canoes, and 
carry thetn upon their Shoulders. They never 
n1ake this Voyage from Monreal to Cataracui in 
lefs than twenty Days, and frequently, twice that 
Ti me is neceffary. 

N ow we are cmne fo far as the Lake, my De
fign leads 1ne no further, for at this Lake all the 
far Indians, that go to Canada, tnuft pafs by our 
Traders. And from thence the Road to the Inditm. 
Countries is the fame from Albany that it is from 
Monreal. 

Befides thefe Difficulties in the Tranfportation, 
the French labour under greater in the purchafing 
of the principal Goods proper for the Indian Mar
ket ; for the tnoft confiderable and moft valuable 

4 ~rt 
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Part of their Cargo confifts in Strouds, Du.ffi!J, 
Blankéts, and other Ff'"oollens, which are bought at 
a much cheaper Rate in England than in France4 
The Strouds ( which the Indians value more than any 
other Cloathing) are only made in England, and 
muft be tranfported into France before they can be 
carried to Canada. Rum i~ another confiderable 
Branch of the Indicm 'I''rade, which the French have 
not, by reafon they have no Commodities in Canada 
fit for the W e.ft In dia Market. This they fupply 
with Brandy, at a much dearer Rate than Rum can 
be purchafed at New-York, tho' of no more Value 
with the Indians. Generally, ali the Goods ufed in 
the Indian 'l'rade, except Gun-Powder, and a few 
Trinkets, are fold at Monreal for twice their Value 
at Albany. To this likewife muft be added, the 
neceffity they are under of laying the whole Charge 
of fupporting their Government on the Indian cr'rade. 
I an1 not particularly informed of their Du ti es or Im
pofts, but I an1 well aifured, that they commonly 
give fix or feven hundred Livres for a Licence for 
one Canoe, in proportion to her Largenefs, to go 
with her Loading into the .lndian Country to trade. 

I fl1all next confider the Advantages the Inhabi
tants of New-York have in carrying on this Trade. 
In the fir.ft place, the Ships that conftantly ufe the 
Trade to Englc.nd, pcrform their Voyage to and 
from London twice every Y ear ; and tho fe that go 
to Briflol (the Port from whence the greateft part 
of the Goods for the Indian 'I'rade are exported) 
frequently return in four Months. Thefe Goods 
are bought much cheaper in JinglaJJd than in France: 
They are tranfported in lefs 1'ime, with lefs Charge, 

· and much lefs Rifqur, as appears by the Ptemio for 
Infur:mce between London and New-1""ork, being 
only 'I'wo ptr Cent. Goods are eafily carried from 
New-York to Albany, up J{udfoiJ's River, the Dif
tance being only 140 Miles, the River very fhait 
all the way, and bold, and very free from Sand-

banks, 
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banks, as well as Rocks; fo that the Veffels always 
fail as well by Night as by Day, and have the Acivan~ 
tage of the Tide upwards as well as downwards, 
the Flood flowing above Albany. It may therefore be 
iàtèly concluded, that all forts of Goods can be car
ried to Albany at a cheaper Rate than they can be to 
S!<!febeck, which is alfo three times further from the 
Indian Country than Albany is. To put the Truth of 
this out of all difpute, I need only obferve what is 
well known both at New-York and Albany, viz. 
That almoft aU the Strouds carried by the French 
into the Indian Countries, as well as large ~antities 
of other Goods, for the Ufe of the French them
felves, are carried from Albany to Monreal. There 
has been an Account kept of nine hundred Pieces 
of Strouds tranfported thither in one Year, befides 
other Commodities of very confi.derable Value. The 
Diftance between Albany and Monreal is about two 
hundred Miles, ali by Water, except twelve Miles 
between Hudfon's River and the Wood-Creek, where 
they carry their Bark Canoes over Land, and about 
fixteen Miles between Chambly and La Prairie, over
againft Monreal. And tho' the Paffage be fo fhort 
and eafy, thefe Goods are generally fold at double 
their Value in Albany. 

But as this Path has been thought extremely pre
judicial to the Intereft of this Colon y, I fhall leave 
it, and go on to another, that leads direél:ly from 
Albany into the Cataracui or Ontario Lake, without 
going near any of the ~French Settlements. 

From Albany the Indian 'I'raders commonly carry 
their Goods fixteen Miles over Land, to the Mo
hawks River at Schenechtady, the Charge of which 
Carriage is Nine Shillings New-Tork Mo ney, or Pive 
Shillings Sterling each W aggon-Load. From Sc he-· 
ti.ochtady they carry them in Canoes up the Mohawks 
River, to the Carrying-place between the Mohawks 
River, and the River which runs into the Oneida 
Lake; which Carrying-place between is only three . D M~ 

33 
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Milès long, except in very dry Weather, when they 

. are obliged to carry th::m two Miles further. From 
thence they go with the CmTent clown the Onondaga 
River to the Cataracui Lake. The Diftance be
tween Albany and the Cataracui L~ke (this Way) is 
nearly the fame with that between Albany and Mon
real ; and 1ikewife with that betweenMonreal and the 
Cataracui Lake, and the Paffage much eafier than the 
lafr, becaufe the Stream of the Mohawks River is not 
near fo ftrong as the Cataracui River between the 
Lake and Monreal, and there is no Fall in the River, 
fave one ihortone; whereas there are(as I have faid) 
at leaft five in the Cataracui River, where the Ca
noes muft be unloaded. Therefore it plainly fol
lows, that the Indian Goods may be carried at as 
cheap a Rate from Albany to the Cataracui Lake, 
as from .Albany to l'vfonreal. So that the People of 
Albany plainly fave ali the Charge of carrying Goods 
two hundred Miles from Monreal to that Part of 
the Cataracui Lake, which the French have to carry 
before they bring them to the fame Place from 
Monreal, befides the Advantage which the Englijh 
have in the Priee of their Goods. 

I have faid, That when we are in the Cataracui 
Lake, we are upon the Level with the French, be
caufe here we can 1neet with ali the Indians that 
defign to go to Monreal. But befides this Paifage 
by the Lakes, there is a River ·rvhich cornes from 
the Country of the Sennekas, and falls into the 
Onondaga River, by which we have an eafy Car
riage into that Count,ry, without going near the Ca
tara cui Lake. 'The Head of this River goes near to 
Lake Erie, and probably may give a very near Paf
fage into that Lake, much more advantageous than 
the \J\T a y the Fre11ch are obliged to take by the great 
Fall of Jagara, becaufe narrow Rivers are much 
fafer for Canoes than the Lakes, where they are 
obliged to go afhore if there be any Wind upon 
the W ater. But .as this Paffage depends upon a 

further 
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further Difcovery, I !hall fay nothing more of it at 
this time. 

\~lhoever then conilders thefe Advantages New
York has of Canada, in the firft buying of their 
Goods, and in the fafe, fpeedy, and cheap Tranf
portation of the1n fron1 Britain to the Lakes, free 
of ali manner of Duty or Impofts, will readi1y 
agree with me, that the Traders of New-York n1ay 
fel! their Goods in the Indian Countries at half the 
Priee the People of Canada can, and reap twice the 
Profit they do. This will admit of no Difpute 
with tho fe that know that Strouds (the Staple Indian 
Commodity) this Year are fold for 'Ien Pounds apiece 
at .Albany, and at Monreal for 'Iwenty-five Pounds, 
notwithftanding the great ~antity of Strouds faid 
to be brought direétly intoff<yebeck from France, and 
the great ~1antities that have been clandeftinely car
ried fron1Albany. It cannot therefore be denied that 
it is on1y neceffary for the Traders of -New-York to 
apply themfelves heartily to this Trade, in order 
to bring it wholly into their own Hands; for in 
every thing befides Diligence, Induftry, and endur
ing Fatigues, the Englijh have much the Advan
tage of the French. And ali the lndians will cer
tainly buy, where they can, at the cheapeft Rate. 

It muft naturall y be objetted, 'Ihat if tbefe things 
are true, how is it pojJible tbat the Traders of New
·y ork jhould negleft jo conjiderable and beneficia! Cf rade 
for Jo long time ? 

In anfwering this Objeél:ion, I fhall !how the Dif
.ficulties New-York has labour' d und~r, by giving 
a fhort Hiftory of the Country, fo far as it relates 
to this Trade. Which Method, I think, can be 
Hable to the leaft Objettion, and put the whole in 
the trueft Light. 

When this Country (the Province of New-York) 
came .firft und er the Crown of Great- Britain, our 
Pive Nations of Indians were n1ortal Enemies of the 
French at Canada, and were in a continua! \V ar with 

D 2 ·them, 
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them, and all the Nations of Indians round the 
Lakes ; fo that then it was not fafe for the Englijh to 
travel further than the Countries of the Pive Na
tions ; nor would our Indians permit the far Indians 
( with whom they had conftant W ar) to pafs thro' 
their Countries toAlbany. Eefides, the Pive Nations 
of Indians were at that time fo nu merous, ( confifting 
of ten times the Number of fighting Men they now 
do) that the Trade with them alone was very con
fiderable for fo young and fmall a Colony. In the 
latter End of King Charles's Reign, when the Duke 
of York, and Popijh Councils prevail' d, the Gaver
nor of New-York (who was likewife a Papi.ft) had 
Orders to ufe ali his Endeavours to make up a Peace 
between our Nations (the Iroquois) and the French ; 
and that he .fhould perfuade the Pive Nations to ad
mit French Priefls among them, in order to civi
lize them. The Confequence of which was, that 
the French thereby obtained a free Commerce upon 
the Lakes, and obtain' d leave to build Cataraqui 
Fort upon the North-fide of Cataracui Lake, and have 
two Veffels of Force upon the fame Lake. From 

1 this Time, during all King 'james's Reign, the 
French, whenever they had any Differences with 
our Pive Nations, threaten'd, that the Englijh of 
New-rork would jo in with them, and deftroy the 
Pive Nations; by which, and the Praélices of the 
French Priefts, our Fi've Nations became very much 
alienated in thcir Aftèélions from the Englijh, and 
look'd upon them as a People depending upon the 
French. rfhe Confequcnces of this appeared fo dan
gerous to Colonel Dungan, the Governor of f\Tew
York, ( though, as I have faid, a P apift) that he 
again and again complain' d to his Mafter of the ill 
Offices the French Priifls did the Englijh among our 
Nations. When the Englijh had· thus procur'd a 
Peace for the French, they thought they mightjuftly 
reap fome Advantage from it ; and it's hardly to be 
doubted but that they had Promifes of that kind. 

They 
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They were therefore encouraged to fend forty Men, 
with great ~antities of Goods, into the Lakes, 
un der the C01nmand of Major M -Gregory, to trade 
with the far Nations. At this time Mr. Denonville, 
Governor of Catwda, was gathering together all the 
Force of Canada, and of the Indians, (Ene1nies of 
the Pive Nations) in order to furprize the Pive Na
tions, and deftroy them, at the 1-.ime they thought 
themfelves fecure by the Peace fo lately 1nade. Ma
jor MGregory, and his Company, were met by a 
French Officer on Lake Erie, coming with a great 
N umber of Men to the general Rendezvous of the 
French, and he, with all rhe .T?.nglijh, we~e made 
Prifoners. '"fhey were ufed with fuch Severity as 
has never been praétis' d between Chri.ftian Natio11s 
in open War, tho' the two Crowns, at that time, 
were not only at Peace, but under the ftriéteft Ties 
of mutual Friendfhip; for the French uièd thefe 
People as Slaves in building Cataraqui Fort, and a 
poor Frenchman that had conduéted then1, was , 

publickly ihot to Death, as if he bad brought an 
Enemy into their Country. Such was their Appre
henfions then of the Englijh getting any Footing 
among the Jndians. 

The French Governor furprized a Village of the 
Pive Nations, who, on the French Faith, liv'd in 
great Security, but feven or eight Leagues from 
the French Fort, and fent thefe miièrable People to 
the Galleys in France. He afterwards feil upon 
the Sennekas, and burnt their Villages, but without 
any Advantage to the French, they having loft more 
Men than the lndians dià. This renew' d the W ar 
with greater Fury than ever, between the French 
and our Indians. For forne time afterwards, our 
Indians, in a great Body, fell upon the Hland of 

Monreal, while Mr. Denonville was in the Town: 
They burnt and deftroy' d ali the Villages and Houfes 
round Monreal, and kill' d forne hundreds of Men, 

W omen, and Children. Afterwards they came 
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into the O?en Fields before Monreal, and thcre defy'd 
the French Governor, who did not think it proper 
to fight them. And when they had clone all the 
Mi fe bief they could, they retir' d without any Lofs. 

About this Time the Revolution happen'd in 
Great Britain, which was fucceeded by a W ar be
tween Great-Britain and ~France. In February,I6l~, 
a Party of three hundred fv1en, confifl:ing of equal 
N ûmbers of Fre.ttt:h 2nd Indians, furprized Sche
nechtady in the Night-time, when the poor People 
were in their Bed~., in the greatefl: Security, where 
they barbarouGy n1urdered fixty-three Men, Wo
men, and Childrtn, in cold Blood, laid the Vjllage 
in } .. .Jhes, and th"'n retir'd, without reaping any other 
Advantage befides this cruel Revenge on innocent 
People, for the IVIifchief our I11dimzs had done them. 
'T'his rais' d a cruel \V ar between the two Colonies, 
in which there was much Mifchief donc, and Blood 
fhed, without any Advantage to either fide. 

In Ti me of this vVar, the mo.ft Chriflian K.ùtg' s 
Governor of Canada was fo much provoked, that 
he thought fit to follow the Example of our bar
barcus India;zs, and burn his lndian Prifoners alive, 
in the mofr cruel Manner, in fight of ail the Inha
bitants of ~uel'eck, and to deliver up the Englijh 
Prifoners to t~1e French lndians, who indeed bad 
1nore Mercy, for they kill' d none of then-1. 

King fVilliam's Pcace put an End to this War; 
but the Peace lafred fo fhort a while, that the Peo
ple of this Province hardly had titne to re-fettle 
their Farms on the Frontiers, which they had de
ferted in the Time of the War, tnuch lefs to ad
venture trading in the J,;dian Countries, fo lately the 
Scene of fo mnch Cruelty. But both Colonies hav
ing now an Abhorrence of the Cruelties of the laft 
'Var, agreed on a kind of N eutrality for the In
ditms, durrng ~een Anne's \Var, in which Time 
we loft much ground with our own Indians: For 
the French h"ving karn' d, by dear Experience, that 

. it 
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it was not poffible for them to conquer our Pive 
Indian Nations, refolv' d to try aU l\1eans to gain 
their Affeétions, and in this /ut the French are al-
ways more fuccefsful than in that of V\T ~Œ; and the 
Englijh failing in two ill- concerted Expeditions 
againft Canada, the Indians loft much of the Opi-
nion they had of the Englifh Power and Valour. 

In Ti me of this lafr W ar, the clan'ieftine Trade 
to Monreal began to be carried on by Indimts, from 
Albany to Manre al. This ga,• ~ Rite to the Kah
nuaga, or Praying Indians, who are entirely made 
up of Deferters from the Mohaw,ts and River In
dians, and were either enticed thither by the French 
Prie.fts, or by our Merchants, in arder to carry 
Goods from Albany to Monreal, or run away for 
fome Mifchief clone here. Thefe Indians now con
fift of about eighty fighting Men, and live about 
four Leagues above Monreal: They neither plant 
nor hunt, but depend chiefly upon this private 
Trade for their Subfiftence. Thefe Indians, intime 
of W ar, gave the French Intelligence of ali De:
figns here againft them : By them likewife the French 
engaged our Pive Nations in a \V ar with the Indians 
Friends of Virginia, and from then1 we n1ight ex
peét the greateft Mifchief in Ti me of W ar, feeing 
every Part of the Province is as well known to 
thern as to any of the Inhabitants. But if this 
1"'rade was entirel y at an end, we have reafon to 
believe, that thefè Indians would return to their 
own Tribes, for they then could not long fubfift 
where they I)OW are. 

As faon as the Peace was proclaim' d, an open 
Trade with Monreal was carried on with fuch Ear
neftnefs, that Monreal was fill' d with Indian Goods, 
and .Albany exhaufteà; by which means Monreal 
became the principal, if not the only Indian Mar
ket, and the lndians depended entirely on the Fren&b 
fGr w hat they wanted. 

P4- Our 
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Our Merchants were fond of the Ca11.ada Trade, 

becaufe they fold large ~ar..tities of Goods with
out any 1"'roublr , the French taking them fro~ their 
Doors ; whereas the Trade with the Jndicms is car
ried on with a great deal of T oil and Fa ti gue ; 
and as to the lntereit of the Country, they either 
never thought any- thing about it, or if they did, 
had no regard toit. 

N ow I have brou§ht this Account to the Ti me 
your Excellency arr iv' d; what has happen' d fin ce, 
your Excellency knows better than I can by any 
n1eans inform you. From the whole, it feems 
plain, that any Difficulties and Difadvantages this 
Province has been under, have only proceeded from 
the Wars, which have continued fince ·the firft fet
tling of the Province, to the beginning of the laft 
general Pe1ce. But now, that not on1y this Pro
vince, but likewife our fix Nations of Jndians are at 
Peace, and in Amity, both with the French, and 
all the lndian Nations with whom we can have any 
Con1merce, thefe Difficulties are all remov'd, and 
we now enjoy the moft favourable Time, that at any 
tin1e can be hoped for, in order to extend the Britijh Commerce in North-America, while the French 
not only labour under the Difficulties which I have 
fuown to be infeparable from the Situation of their 
Colon y, but likewife und er another Difadvantage, 
(not before taken notice of) by the Furr-Trade of 
Canada being reftrain'd to one Company. This 
Company is obliged to pay heavy Duties in France 
upon the Importation of Beaver, or any other Furr; 
for which reafon they always fix a Priee upon Bea
ver, and their other Furrs, in Canada; and the 
Indian :rraders of Canada being reftrain'd from fell
ing to any but the Company's Agents there, they 
cannat raife the Priee of India1z Goods as the Priee 
of European rife, or as their Profit on the Goods 
they fell ~o the Jn{iia11s is leffen'd, 

Th~ 
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The Merehants of New-York allow our lndian 

Traders double the Priee for Beavcr, that the French 
Con1 pany allow their lndian Traders, the Priee 
eftabliilied by the Company for Beaver, in Canada, 
being two Livres, or eighteen Pence SterUng, the 
Pound-weight ; and the current Priee of Beaver in 
New-York beingfive Shillings New-York Money, or 
three Shillings Sterling the Pound-weight. There
fore it plainly follows, that our lndian Traders eould 
under-fell the French 'I'raders, tho' they were to 
give as great a Priee for European Goods as the French 
do, and did tranfport them at as great Charge, be
caufe of the double Priee they have for their Furrs 
in New-York. 

But as our Jndian 'I'raders not only have a double 
Priee for their Jndian Goods, but likewife buy the 
Goods they ièll to the Indians, at half the Priee 
the French Indian 'I'raders do, the French Traders 
muft be ruin'd by earrying on this Trade, in Com
p etition with the Englifh of New-York. And the 
French Indian Traders had been ruin'd before now, 
if they had not found means to carry their Beaver 
to Albmry, where they got double the Priee they 
muft have fold for in Canada. 

It may be objeéted, againft this Argument, CJ'hat 
the Canada Company as foon as theY. find that the 
'I'raders cannat fell at their e.ftablijhed Priee, will 
allow a greater Priee. But if we eonfider the Du
ties the French Company is obliged to pay to the 
King, they eannot allow fo great a Priee as the 
Englifh can at New-York. And if it ihould be in
fifted, 'I'hat th~ French Company may obtain a Re
mijfion of tho fe, y et if the clandeftine Trade with 
Albany be entirely ftopty the French CJ'raders will be 
ruin'd before fueh Remiffion can be obtain'd, and 
their Trade will be at an end. 

My Inclination led me to fhow what Advantages 
pot only the Indian 'l'rade would reap by extending 

our 



'rhe HIs T oR Y of the 
our Frontiers as far as the Lakes, but likewife the 
Rritijh Trade in forne other Branches, which the 
Par1iament of Great-Britain feem to have much at 
heart, 'Viz. Naval Stores ; for the Soil on both Sides 
of the Mohawks River being as rich as it is poffible 
(I believe) for any Land to be, will be found the 
!JlOft proper for raifing of HEMP, of any Part of 
America, and the whole Country round it being fuH 
of the large ft Pin es, the royal N avy is as 1ikely to 
be weil provided with MAsTs there, and at as 
cheap a rate as any where elfe. But I have already 
too far prefum'd on your Excellency's Patience. 

Cadwallader Golden. 

To this it may not be improper to add the 
following Orignal Letter. 

Fronz ]. A. Efq; to Mr. P. C. of LopdoH~ 
jhewing the Succ~(s of the Meafures take~ 
at that 'Tine. 

SIR, New-York, I 740. 

1 F y ou fhould be at the Pains to read thefe printed 
Papers, it will be a P1eafur~ to you to hear of 

the Succefs of the Meafures taken by Governor Bur
net for redeeming the Indian Trade out of theHands 
Qf the French. He has fucceeded far above our Ex
peétations. 

Governor Burnet, through his earnefr Applica
tion, and at firft chiefly with his Money, Credit, 
and Rifque, ereéted a Trading-Houfe and Fortifi
cation at the Mouth of the OJJondc:gues River, called 
Ofn~go, where the Province of New-York fupports 
a Garrifon of Soldiers, confifting of a Lieutenant 
and twenty Men, which are yearly relieved. 

At 
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At this Place a very great Trade is carried on 

with the remo te In di ans, who formerly ufed to go 
down to the French at Monreal, and there buy our 
Englijh Goods, at fecond Hand, at above twice the 
Priee they now pay for them at Ofneigo; whilft, at 
the fame time, the French were chiefty fupplied by 
one Gentleman at New-York, who almoft entirely 
engroffed the Indian Trade of this Province, and 
thereby acquired a very great Eftate and Influ
ence. But the prudent Steps taken by our late 
worthy Governor, to open a free Trade, was the 
Caufe of the Engroifer' s lofing his. -The Proba
bility of doing this, was the principal Motive of 
our applying to the King, which is ihown by thefe 
printed Papers. 

The Indian Trade, to the great Ad van tage of this 
Province, is now divided into feveral hundredHands, 
and there have been for tnany Y ears paft upwards of 
one.hundred young Men of this Province, who have 
gone yearly among the Indiaus, to fupply them with 

·our Goods. 
By this means, at a modeft Eftimate, I am 

affured, that the Indian Trade of this Province is 
now far above five times as 1nuch as when Gaver
nor Burnet began to put his Scheme in execution. 

And this is not all the Advantages reaped there
by, but a much tnore confiderable one to this, and 
aH the other Englijh Colonies is, that not only our 
own fix Nations, but alfo many fàr and ren1ote In
di an Nations are drawn off from their Dependance 
on the French, and n1ade, by Trade and Intercourfe:. 
dependant on the Englifh ; by this means a great 
Security and ProteEtion is acquircd by the Englifh, 
in cafe of a vV ar with France ; and by this Trade 
our Settlements in this Province are extended up to 
the Onondagues Carrying-place, which is now well 
attended with W aggons, for the more commodious 
tranfporting of G oods to trade in the Lakes. 

And 
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And they are now fettling on the Branches of 

Safquehanab River; and from the weftern Branches 
of this River, there is but a fm ali Land -Carriage 
to .Allegheny, a Branch of that great River Miftjjippi ; 
which Branch e~tending a thoufand Miles from its 
Mouth, where it enters the faid River; and which 
joins fo near to our Settlements, as is above taken 
n9tice of, opens us a Trade to that vaft Country, 
called by the French Loufliana, which they poffefs 
on the Mif!lfippi. 

1 am, 

S l R, 

:rour humble Servant, 

J.A. 

THE 
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T I-I E 
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T HE Deputies of the fix Nations having, 
at their laft Vifit, agreed to releafe their 
Claim to all the Land on both Sides of 

the River Safquehanah, as far South as this Province 
extends, and to the N orthward to tho fe called the 
Endlefs Mountains, or Kittocbtinny Hilts ; in Confi
deration whereof, they then received a large ~an
tity of valuable Indian Goods for the Lands fituate 
on the Eaftern Si de of the faid River, b~1t declined 
at that Ti me to receive any for thofe on the W eftern 
Side of the faid River, chufing to defer the fame 
tiJl another Vifit ; a large Number arrived fron1 
thefe Naticns at Philadelphia, on Wednefday the 3d" 
of ]une, with Deputies duly impowered to receive 
the faid Goods; and acquainted the Governor, that 
being weary from the Fat igue of their long Jour
ney, they ihould crave three or four Da ys to reft 
themfelves before they proceeded to their Bufinefs : 
In the mean time they would wait on the Governor 
to difcourfe, according to their ufual Method, about 
News and other Occurrences ; which the Governor 
readily agreed to, and afk' d them when they would 
chufe to pay their firft Vifit ; which they defiring 
might be on Friday the 2 d of ]uly, in the Afternoon, 
the Council was accordingly fummon' d, and met at 
Mr. Logan's Houfe, where were 

PRESENT, 
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PRESENT, 

The Honourable GEORGE 'I'HOMAS, Efq; 
Lieu tenant -Governor. 

James Logan, Samuel Preflon, J 
Clement Plum.fted, Cfhomas Lawrence, Ef< 
Samuel Hafell, Ralph Ajheton, qrs; 
Abraham 'Taylor, Robert Strette!!, 

The Chiefs of the Six Nations, with the Chiefs of 
the Shawanefe. 

CAN.ASSA'l'EEGO, the Onondago Chief, Speaker. 

CONRAD WEISER, Interpreter. 

The Governor opened the Conference as follows. 

BRETHREN, 

' The Proprietor having purchafed certain Lands 
c from y our Na ti ons about fix; Y ears ago, a Moiety 
' of what was agreed to be given in Confideration of 
~ that Purchafe was at that --rime delivered to them, 
' and the other being at their Delire left in the 
~ Proprietor' s Hands, he preffed y ou by Shikalamy 
' to fend laft Y ear for it, and would have been 
' glad to have feen you, and taken you by the 
' I-Iand before his Departure. But as the Defign 
' of this Meeting is to hear yotlr News, and con
' verfe together in a free and friendly Manner, I 
' ihall fay no more about the Goods than that they 
' lie ready at the Proprietor's Houfe, and will be 
' delivered when you fhall have fufficiently refted 
' from the Fa ti gue of y our J ourney.' 

The Chief of the Onondagoes fpoke. 

BRE'I'HREN, 

' W e propofe to reft four Days, and then con:e 
' to the main Bufinefs. At prefent we are at a pn
' vate Conference about News, and have fomething 

~ ' of 
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' of this fort to mention to our Brother Onas.' And 
on the Governor' s fignifying th~y would be glad 
to know Whtlt it was, the Chief proceeded. 

'BRE'I'HREN, 
" It is our W a y when we come to our Brethren, 

' or any other Perfons, whom we live in ftriél: 
' Friendfhip with, to remove aU Obftruétions to a 
4; good Underftanding; with this View we are to 
' inform y ou of a Piece of difagreeable News that 
' happen'd in our Journey.-Some White Peo .. 
' ple living at a Place called Conegocheegoe, whofe 
' N ames we cannat tell, nor whether they belong 
' to this or the neighbouring Government, but one 
' of them, as we heard, had his Houfe burnt over 
' his Head forne Y ears ago, and he was brought 
' clown a Prifoner and committed to the Goal of 
' this City : Thefè People lighting of our young 
' \V arriors, as they were hunting, made forne Pro
' po fals about the Purchafing of Land from them, 
' and our young Men being indifcreet, and un2c
, quainted with publick Bufinefs, were fooli!h 
' enough to hearken to them, and to receive five 
' Duffil Strowds for two Plantations on the River 
' Cohongoronto. A Coneftogoe Indian, and a French 
' Indian, and forne others that were in Company, 
' had three Duffil Strowds, and went away with 
.' them ; and our young Men carried off the other 
' two~ As foon as this came to our Knowledge, 
' we iènt for our W arriors, and after examining 
' and rebuking the1n feverely, we took away their 
' two Strowds, and publickly cenfured them for 
' expofing us to our Brethren of Penfy,'vania, in 
' doing a Thing io inconfiitent with our Engage
' n1ents to them ; " Y ou are, faid we aloud,. that 
" all our People might hear and take Notice~ to 
" know and remcrnber, that the Six Nations ha v 
" obliged themfelves to fell none of the Land that 
" falls within th ProviPce of Penjj·h:ania, to any 

E " oth\:r 
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" other but our Brother Onas, and that to feil 
'' Lands to any other is an high Breach of the 
" League of Friendihip." Brethren, this rafh Pro
' ceeding of our young Men makes us aihamed. 
' W e al ways n1ean welJ, and ihall perform faith
' fully what we have promifed : And we affure you, 
' this Affair was tranfaéted in the Manner we have 
' related, without our Privity or Confent. And that 
' you may be fully convinced of this, and of the 
' Sincerity of our Intentions, we have brought you 
' thefe two Strowds [ here he prefented two red 
' Strowds to the Gorvernor] they are the very Strowds 
' our f0olifh young Men received ; we took them 
' from them, and we give them to you to rcturn 
< to thofe white People who made the Bargain, and 
' defire when the Strowds are returned to them, 
' they may be told what we now fay, and that we 
' fhall not confirm fuch Bargains, nor any other 
' that may interfere with our Engagements to our 
' Brother On as.' 

The Governor then fpoke : 

'BRECJ'FIREN, 
' I thank y ou for this Piece of News ; y ou have 

' taken this Matter perfeétly right. Ail Bargaining 
' for Land within this Province, is, to be fure, a 
' manifeft Breach of your Contraét with the Pro
' prietors, and what we know you will not coun
' tenance. W e have hithtrto found the Six Na
' tions faithful to their Engagements, and this is a 
-' frefh Inftance of their Punétuality. Y eu could 
' not help theü~ Miftakes of your young Men ; 
' they were not clone in your Prefence : But as fe
' veral Inconveniencies may arife from thefe kind of 
' clandeftine Sales, or from any fuch loofe Sales of 
' Land by your People, we defire you will, on 
' y our Return home, give publick Notice to ail 
' y our W arriors not to bargain for any Land ; or 

' if 
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' if they do, that you will not confirm fu ch Bar gains ; 
' and that this very Affair, together with what you 
' have clone therein, may be p&rticularly reported 
' to ali your Nation aifembled in Council.' 

The Onondago Chief promifed to give fuch 
publick Notice ; and defiring Liberty to 
mend his former Speech, he proceeded: 

'BRE'I'HREN, 
' I forgot one Circumftance: Our People, who 

' pretended to fell the Land, demanded a Belt of 
' W ampum of the Buyers to carry to their Chiefs ; 
' and on their declaring they had no W ampum, 
' our Warriors faid, they would not anf wer that 
' their Chiefs would confirm this Bargain, fince 
' they never did any thing of this Na ture without 
'Wampum.' 

The Governor, after a ihort Pau fe, fpoke : 

' BR ErR HE N of the Six Nations, 

' I take this Opportunity to relate to you a Piece 
' of difagreeable News I received forne Days ago in 
' a Letter from Le rort, the lndian Trader, at 
' Allegheny, who fays, " That in May laft fon1e In
" dians of the raway Nation, fuppofed by us to 
" be the 'I'wightwees, in their Return from War, 
" called and ftaid forne Time with the Shawanefe; 
" who being afked, and denying they had brought 
" either Scalps or Prifoners, the Shawanefe fufpeét
" ing them, had the Curiofity to fearch their Bags, 
" and finding two Scalps in them, that by the 
" Softnefs of the Hair did not feel Iike Indian 
" Scalps, they wafh' d them dean, and found them 
" to be the Scalps of forne Chriftians. On this Difco· 
" very, the rwightwees were fo much afhamed, that 
" they frole away from their Town in the Night
" time ; and coming, as they afterwards under~ 

E 2 ~~ ftood, 
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" ftood, to a little Village belonging to the Shaw
" anefe, they told our People that their Hearts were 
'' full of Grief; for, as they came along the Road, 
" they found it ali bloody ; and having good Caufe 
H to believe it was made bloody with the Blood of 
" fon1e of the white Brethren, they had very for
" rowfully fwept the Road ; and defired them to 
" inform the Governor of Penjilvania of their (the 
" 'l'wightwees) Grief; and how they had fwept the 
" Road dean." ' Le 'l'art adds, on Behalf of the 
' Shawanefe, " That they were n1uch grieved at 
" this unfortunate Accident; and prayed, as they 
" had no Concern in it, more than by being In
" ftruments to difcover it, their Brethren would 
'' not blame them, nor fufFer a Mifunderftanding 
" to arife between them on this A.ccount : They 
" would fweep the Road dean, and wi pe all the 
" Blood away; and defired their Brethren would 
" be fatisfied with this, and not weep too rouch for 
" a Misfortune that might not happen again as 
" long as the Sun and Moon fhone." 

' The Perfon who delivered me Le crort's Let
' ter, brought this Bundle of Skins as a Prefent to 
' me ; but I told the Meffenger, I would not med· 
' dle with it ; he might leave it if he pleafed : The 
' Affair appear' d to me in a bad Light, and I 
' would reprefent it to the Six Nations, who were 
' expeéted in Town every Day. This is the Faét, 
' as I have it from Le 'l'art: I defire to be inform'd 
' if you know any thing of this Matter ; and if 
' you do not, that you will 1nake diligent Enquiry 
' who committed the Murder, and who are the 
' tmhappy Sufferers, and affift us to obtain Satif
' faétion, if it fhall appear to be any, of our Fel· 
' low-Subjeéts that have been treated in this Man· 
" ner.' 

cro info·rce this Requ.e.ft, I prefmt JOU witb 
this String of Wampum. 

The 
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The Onondago Chief, in Reply, faid: 

BRE'I'HREN, 
' W e take this Infonn~tion kindly at y our 

' Hands; we will take this String of Wampum 
' home with us to our Lodgings, and there confult 
' about the moil: regular and proper Steps to be 
' taken by us to anfwer your Expeél:ations, and 
' when we have duly confidered the Matter, we 
' will return you an Anfwer.' 

U pon this the Governor put an End to the Con
ference; and calling for Wine, and ether Liquors, 
according to the Indian Cuil:om, after a decent and 
çhearful Entertainn1ent, the Indians withdrew. 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the Proprietor' s 
Houfe, July 5, 1742. 

PRESENT 
The Honourable GE 0 R GE 'l' H 0 MAS, Efq; 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

James Logan, l Efc rs .. 
Clement Plumfted, S q ' 

With feveral Gentlen1cn of the Town. 

Cf'he Chiifs of ihe Six Nations. 

It being judg'd proper, at this critical Time, 
when we are in daily Expeétation of a ~French \V ar, 
to found the Indians, anJ difcover what Depen
dance we might have on them, in cafe their Aid 
fuould be wanted, an handiàme Dinner was pro
vided for their Chiefs ; and after they had made an 
hearty Meal, and drank his Majefty's ·Health, the 
Proprietors, and the Health of the Six Nations, the 
Chiefs gave the folemn Cry, in Teftimony of their 
Œhanks for the I-Ionour done them. .And foon 

E 3 aftcr 
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after the Governor be gan, in a free W a y, to en
quire for what Reafon the Senecas were not come 
down, fince they had an equal Share of the Goods 
with the other Nations. Canaffateego, their 
Speaker, faid, ' The Scnecas were in great Diftrefs, 
' on Account of a Famine that raged in their Coun
' try, which had reduced them to fuch Want, that 
' a Father had been obliged to kill two of his Chil
' dren to preferve his own, and the reft of his Fa· 
~ mily's Lives; and they could not now come 
' clown, but had given Direétions about their Share 
' of the Goods.'--The Governor exprefs'd his 
Concern for the unhappy Circumftances of their 
Brethren of the Sene ca Na ti on ; and, after a fhort 
Refpite, enquired if any of their Deputies were then 
at Canada, and whether the French Governor was 
1naking any warlike Preparations. And on their 
anfwering Yes, the Governor faid, with a fmiling, 
pleafant Countenance, ' I fuppofe, if the French 
' fhould go to W ar with us, y ou will join them.' 
The Indians conferr' d together for fmne Ti me, and 
then Canaffateego, in a chearfullively Mann er, made 
anfwer.--' \Ve affure you, the Governor of Ca
' nada pays our Na ti ons great Court at this Time, 
' weil knowing of what Confequence we are to the 
' French Intereft: I-le has already told us, he WéiS 

' uncovering the Hatchet, and fharpening it, and 
' hoped, if he fhould be obliged to lift it up againft 
' the Englifh, our Nations would remain neuter, 
' and affift neither Side.--But we will now fpeak 
' plainly to our Brethren: vVhy .fhould we, who 
' are one Flefh with you, refufe to help you, when
' ever y ou want our Affiftance ?--W e have con-
' tinued a long Time in the ftriéleft League of 
' Amity and .Friendfhip with you, and we .fha11 
' always be faithful and true to you our old and 
' good i\.llies. -- The Governor of Canadq, talks 
' a great deal, but tcn of his W ords do not go fo 
' far as one of yours.--vVe do not look towards 

4 · ' then1 ; 
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c them ; we look towards you ; and you may de
' pend on our Affifi:ance.' Whilft the Onondago 

, Ch. ~f made this open and heJ.rty Declaration, all 
t 1 "" otl1cr India1ts tnade frequently that particular 
K1nd of N oife which is known to be a Mark oE 
Approbation.--The Governor bid the Interpreter 
tell Cana)Jateego, ' He did not fet on foot this En
' quiry trom any Sufpicion he had of the Six Nations 
' wanting a due Regard for the Englifh.- Our Ex
' peri en ce of their Honour and Faith, faid he, would 
' not permit us to think an y other of then1, than th at 
' they wou1d efi:eem our Friends their Friends, and 
' our Enemies their Enemies, agreeable to the ftriél: 
' Uni on which had ev er fubfifi:ed between us.-As 
' to the Governor of Canada, he told thenÎ they need 
' not mind what he faid.-The Englijh, on equal 
' Terms, had beat the French, and could beat them 
' again: And were they but to confider the Ad
' vantages which the Englifh have, by poifeffing fo 
' many large and populous Countries, and fo many 
' good Ports on the Continent of America, they 
' would foon fee who had moft Reafon to fear a 
' w·ar, the French or the Englijh.' 

Here the Converfation dropped; and after ano
ther Glafs of Wine, the Indians refumed the Dif
courfe, by afking whether their. Brethren had not 
been for forne Time engaged in a W ar with the 
King of Spain, and what Succeffes they had met 
with. 

The Governor told them, the King of Great
Britain lived in an Iiland, and being furrounded 
with the Sea, his chief Strength lay in his Ships; 
in which he was fo much fuperior to his Enemies, 
that they were feldmn to be n1et with on the broad 
Ocean, but fculk'd and hid themfelves, only 
venturing out now and then; and whenever they 
did, they were almoft fure to be taken; and 

E 4 that 
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that the King of Great-Britain had with his Ships, 
beat clown, or taken feveral of the Spaniards great 
Forts in America.-The In di ans faid, they were 
pleafed to hear their Brethren were an Over-matcn 
for their Enemies, and wi!h' d them good Succefs. 

The Governor then enquired into the State and 
Condition of the Nations to the W eftward of the 
Great Lakes, and whether they had any W arriours 
then in thofe Countries? Whether they had con
cluded Peace with the Southern Indians? And whe
ther they had heard what their Deputies had clone 
at Albany? 

They made Anfwer: That they had al ways 
Abundance of their Men out amongft nhe Nations 
fituate to the W eft of their Lakes.-l'hat they had 
kindled a Fire with a vaft many Nations, forne 
whereof were Tributaries, and they had a good 
Underftanding with ali.-They fet out fron1 their 
own Country in Company with two Sets of De
puties, one going to hold a Treaty with the Southern 
Indians, and they believed a Peace would be con
cluded : The other going to rneet the Governor of 
New-York, at Albany; but they could not tell what 
had been clone at either Place.-On their return, 
they were to hold a General Council, and would 
infonn their Brethren of thefe Particulars. 

Then the Governor put an End to the Conference, 
by telling the Indians the Goods would be delivered 
tp them at a Council to be held To-morrow Af
ternoon at the Meeting-Houfe. 
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1\t a Cou N c 1 L held in the Meeting-Houfe, Phi
ladelphia, 'July 6, I 7 42. 

PRESENT, 
The Honoùrable GE 0 R GE 'l' H 0 MAS, Efq3 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

]ames Logan, 
Clement Plumjled, 
Abraham 'I'a)•lor, 

Samuel Preflon, } 
Ralph Ajheton, Efqrs; 
Robert Strettell, 

CANAS S.d'I' EEGO, Chief of the Ono11dagoes, 
Speaker. 

SHI c A LAM v, and a great N un1ber of Indians, 
who fe N ames are as follows, 11iz. 

0 N 0 NT 0 G 0 ES. 
Sawegaty, } 
C h 

. Counfellors. 
ax aytOn, 

Sagu)'ajfatha, 
Kayadoghratie, alias Sla-

1taghquafy, 
Rotier-uumghton, 
CJ:okaughaah, 
CJ:iorughwaghthe, 
CJ'okauo-ungoh, 
Aronty-o01zy, 
CJ:ohanohawighton, 
'Iïoghwatoony, 
Auughrahyfey. 
C AI Y 0 Q_ U 0 S. 

Sahugh-fowa, ~Ch. f! 
<Johatgagbthus, S le s. 
Tokany-efus, 
Runbo -bihio, 
Kanadoghary, 
Zior-aghquaty, 
egu-iughwatha, alias 

Cadcaïadc:fty, 

Sca-yenties, 
'rats~heghteh, 
Alligh-waheis, 
'J' a)'o-quario, 
11ogb degh rttntu, 
Rotebn I-laghtyackon, Cap· 

tain. 
Sawoaliefelhohaa, 
Sagughfa-eck, 
Uwantakeraa, 
Horuhot, 
Ofogbquaa, 
'I'uyanoegon. 
A N 0 Y I U T S, or 

0 NE 1 D AS. 
Sari.ftaquoh, l 
Ungqua..terughi- Cl. c. 

h l . 
ue1s . 

at e, a 1as 
Shikelimo, 

'I'ottowakerha, 
Taraghkoerus, 
Onughkallydawwy,anoted 

young Chief. 
O;mgh1taxqua, 
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Onughnaxqua, Chief. Afet teywa, 
Cf'awyiakaarat, Afoghqua, 
'I'ohathuyongochtha, Maya minickyfy, 
Sughnakaarat, Wauryia Beefeny. 
'I'aghneghdoerus, Caneftogo Indians thàt 
crokanyiadaroeyon, JPeak the Onayiut' s 
Sagogughyatha, Language. 
Rahehius, !J."'ior Haafery, Chief. 
Cfokanufoegon. 'I'anigh wackerau, 
JENONTOWANOS, Karha Cawyiat, 

or SENECAS. Kayen quily quo. 
Karugh iagb Raghquy, CANOYIAS, orNAN-

Captain. TIKOKES, of Ca-
:fahn heentus, neftogo. 
Onontyiack. Des-feheg, 
TU SCAR ROROS. Icbqua que beek, 
Sawontka, l 
Cfi-ieroes, Chiefs. 
Cloghfytowax, 
~okaryhoegon, Captain. 
Oghioghfeh, 
Tieleghu.;eghfo;t, 
:fougrotha, 
Torughianego, 
Ot-quehig, 
Squaghky, 
Sayadyio, 
Onughfowûghton, 
Cherigh wâftho, 
Aghfûnteries, 
Tion ogh fcôghtha, 
Saligh wanaghfon, 
Ohtz-wâafey, 
Cfocar-eher [ died fince at 

c.Lulpehokin.] 
Cfohanatâkqua, 
Kanyhâag. 
SHAW ANO ES. 
Wehwehlaky, Chief. 

f}2gefamaag, 
Ayiok-ius. 
DELA W:AR ES of 

Shamokin. 
Olumapies, }Ch' c-. 
L . h h 1e1s. znge anoa , 
Kelly macquan, 
~uiti e-yquont, 
Pijhquiton, 
Nena chy haut. 
DELA W ARES from 

the Forks. 
Onutpe, I 
Lawye quohwon, Chiefs 

alias Nutimus, 
Toweghkappy. 
Corne!. Spring, and others. 
CoNRAD WEISER, 

CoRNELius SPRING, 
Interpreter s. 

And a great Number of 
the Inhabitants of Phi
ladelphia. 

The 
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The Governor having con1manded Silence, fpoke 

as follows: 

' Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

' Six Years ago a Nutnber of your Chiefs oblig
' ed us with a Vifit, when they agreed on Behalf 

of your Nations, to the Releafe of certain Lands 
' on both Sides the River Safquehmmah, to the 
' Southward of the Endlefs-Mountains, and within 

the Limits and Bounds of the King' s Grant of 
~ this Province. In Confideration of which, a cer
' tain ~antity of Goods was agreed on, and de-

livered as a full Satisfaétion for the faid Lands~ 
' lying on the Eaftern Side of the faid River: And 
' for the Lands on the W eil:ern Side of the faid 
' River, you defired the Payment fl1ould be de ... 
' ferr' d till another Opportunity. The fe Goods, 

which are exaétly the fame in ~antity, as tho fe 
' you received the laft Time the Chiefs of your 
' Nations were here, have been ready a confider
' able Time, and kept in Expeétation of your 
' coming for them : And now you are come clown, 
' fully impowered by your refpeétive Councils to 
' receive them, we are well pleafed to deliver them; 
' leaving it to you to make a fair and equal Di
' vifion of thetn amongft yourfelves. vVe are 
' forry for the Abfence of our Brethren the Senecas, 
' and much more fo, that it .fbould be owing to 
' their Diftrefs at Home by a Fan1ine that rages 
' in their Country :-A Famine fo great, that you 
' tell us a Father has been obliged to facrifice one 
' Part of his F am il y, even his own Children, for 

the Support and Prefervation of him!èlf~ and the 
' other Part.-We heartily commiferate their Con
' dition, and do not doubt but you will do them 

fair and ample J uftice in the Difpofal of their 
' Part of the Goods, in fuch Manner as they have 
' inftruéted y ou. Y ou iliall now hear the Lift of 
' the Goods read to you.'. 

I-Iere, 

59 



6o The HisT OR Y of the 
I-Iere, by the Governor' s Order, the Lift of the 

Goods was re ad over, 7.'iz. 

500 Pounds of Powder. 
6oo Pounds of Lead. 

45 Guns. 
6o Strowd-Afatchcoats. 

1 oo Blankets. 
100 Du.ifil Matcbcoats. 
200 Yards Half-tbick. 
100 Shirts. 
40 Hats. 
4-0 PairShoes& Buckles, 
40 Pair Stoc!àngs. 

1 oo l-Iat chets. 
soo Knives. 
100 Hoes. 
6o Kettles .• 

1 oo Tobacco-Tongs. 
I oo Sci.f!ars. 
500 .d~vl-Blades. 
120 Combs. 

2ooo Needles. 
Iooo Flints. 

24 Looking-Glajfos. 
2 P ounds of Vermilion 

100 'Tin-Pots. 
1 ooo 'Tobacco-Pipes. 
200 Pounds of'Tobacco. 

24 Dozen of Carter .. 
ing, mzd · 

2 5 Gallons of Ru m. 

Then the Governor told them that the Goods, 
of which the Particulars had been juft read to them, 
were in the Meeting-Houfe, and would be fent to 
whatever Place they would direB:. 

The Governor then proceeded: 

BRE'I'HREN, 

' Y ou have often beard of the Care that your 
' great and good Friend and Brother William Penn, 
' took at all Times to cultivate a perfocc good 
4 Harmony with ali the lndians: Of thefe your Na
~ tions have ever been fully fenfible ; but more 
' efpecially a Number of your Chiefs, about ten 
' Years ago, when on the Arriva} of a Son of your 
' faid great Friend William Penn, large and valu
' able Prefents were exchanged by us with you; a 
' new Road was made and dear' d ; a new Fire 

. ~ kindled ; and the Chain of Friendihip made 
~ ftronger, fo as to laft while the Sun and Moon 
' endure. 

'And 
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~ And now we cannot but congratulate ourfelves, 

' that your coming fhould happen at a Time, when 
' we are in daily Expeétation of a W ar being de
' clared between the King of England, and the 
' French King, well knowing that ihould fuch a 
' War happen, it n1uft very fenfibly affect you~ 

confidering your Situation in the Neighbourhood 
' of Cmzada~ Y our co ming at this J unét:ure is 
' particularly fortunate, fince it gives us an Op-

portunity of mentioning feveral Things that 1nay 
' be neceifary to be fettlcd, between People fo 
' ftriétly and clofely united as we are.-An Uni on 
' not to be expreffed by any Thing lefs, than the 
' affeétionate Regards w hi ch Children of the fame 
' Parents bear for c:ach ether, as conceiving our
' felves to be one Flefh and one People. 

' The utmoft ·Care therefore ought mutually to 
' be taken bv tls on both Sides, that the Raad be
' tween us be kept perfeétly clear and open, and 
' no Lets nor the leaft Obftruétion be fuffered to 
' lie in the W a y; or if any fhould by Accident be 
' found, that may hinder our free Intercourfe and 
' Correfpondence, it n1uft forthwith be removed. 

CJ'o inforce this, we lay .down a String of Wampum. 
' In the next Place, we, on our Part, fhall inlarge 

' our Fire that burns between us. W e fhall pro
' vide more Fewel to increafe it, and make it burn 
' brighter and clearer, and give a ftronger and 

more lafting Light and W armth. 
In Evidence of our jincere Illtentions, we la.v 

down this Belt of Wampum. 
' In the laft Place, confidering the Obligations 

' we are mutually tmder by our feveral Treaties, 
'' That we fhould hear with our Ears for you, and 
" you hear with your Ears for us.' vVe iball at 
' Times very willingly give you the earlieft and 
' boft Intelligence, of any Defigns that may be 
' forn1'd to your Difadvantage.-And if you dif
' covc~ any Prepar,ltion. ..hat can hurt tL we de-

3 ' fire 
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' fire you will immediately difpatch forne fuitable 
' Perfon in whom we can place a Confidence, to 
' give us a proper Information. 

'I'o inforce this Reque.ft, as well as to brigbten the 
Chain, we lay down this other Belt of Wampum. 

On the Governor' s conclu ding the Speech, the 
folemn Cry by W ay of _.t\pprobation was repeated 
by the lndians, as many Times as there were Na
tions prefent; and then Cana.f!ateego rofe up and 
fpoke. 

'BRE'I'I-IREN, 

' W e thank y ou for your kind Speech : What 
' you have faid is very agreeable to us ; and To-

morrow w hen we have deliberated on the feveral 
' Matters recon1mended to us, we will give you 
' our Anfwer. W e delire, as our Ti me will be 
' wholly taken up in Council, you will order the 
' Goods to be carried back to the Proprietaries to 
' prevent their being loft, and that they may con
' tinue there till we cali for them.' 

At a C o u N c r L held in the Meeting - Houfe, 
Ju!y 7, 1742. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GE 0 R G E '.l' H 0 MAS, Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

James Logan, Samuel Pre.flon, } · 
'Thomas La·:vrence, Samttel Hafell, Efqrs; 
Abraham 'Iaylor, Robert Strette!!, 

CANAS S..t1T E E G O's Speech on Behalf of the 
Six Nations. 

' BR E '.l'li R E JV, the Governor and Council, 
' and al! prefent, 

' According to our Promiiè we now propofe to 
' return you an Anfwer to the feveral Things men-

' tioned 
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tioned to us Y efterday, and iball beg Leave to 

' fpeak to publick Affairs firft, tho' they were what 
y ou fpoke to laft. On this Head · you Y efterday 

' put us in Mind, firft, " Of William Penn's early 
" and conftant Care to cultivate Friend!hip with 
'' all the Indians ; of the Treaty we held witli one 
" of his Sons, about ten Y ears ago ; and of the 
'' N eceffity there is at this Ti me of keeping the 
" Roads between us clear and free from all Ob
" ftruél:ions." W e are ali very fenfible of the kind 
' Regard that goodMan William Penn had for aU 
' the Indians, and cannot but be pleafed to find that 
' his Children have the fame. We well remember 
' the Treaty you mention held with his Son on his 
' Arrivai here, by which we confirmed our League 
' of Friendfuip, that is to laft as long as the Sun 
' and Moon endure : In Confequence of this, we, 
' on our Part, fuall preferve the Road free from 
' ali Incumbrances ; in Confirmation whereof we 
' lay clown this String of Wampum. 

' Y ou in the next Place faid you would enlarge 
' the Fire and make it burn brighter, which we are 
' pleafed to hear you mention ; and affure you, 
' we iball do the fame, by adding to it more 
' Fewel, that it may ftill fia1ne out more ftrongly 
' than ever : In the laft Place~ you were pleafed to 
' fay that we are bound by the ftriéteft Leagues, to 
' watch for each others Prefervation ; that we 
' fuould hear with our Ears for you, and you hear 
' with your Ears for us : This is equally agree
' able to us ; and we fuall not fail to give you 
' early Intelligence, whenever any Thing of Con
' fequence cornes to our Knowledge : And to en
' courage you to do the fame, and to nourifh in 
' your f-learts what you have fpoke to us with 
' y our Ton gues, about the Renewal of our Amity 
' and the Brightening of the Chain of Friendfbip; 
' we confinn what we have faid with another Belt 
'ofWampum.'. 

'BRE'lHREN 
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~ BRE:tHREN, 
' W e received from the Proprietors Y dlerday, 

' forne Goods in Confideration of our Releafe of 
' the Lands on the Weft-fide of Safquehannah. It 
' is true, we have the full ~antity according to 
' Agreetnent ; but if the Proprietor had been here 
~ himfelf, we think, in Regard of our J\Tun1bers 
~ and Poverty, he would have made an Addition 
' to them.-If the Goods were only to be divided 
' amongft the Indians prefent, a fingle Perfon 
' would have but a fmall Portion; but if y ou con
' fider what Numbcrs are left behind, eqtially en
-c titled with us to a Share, there will be cxtremely 
' little. W e therefore defire, if you have the Keys 
' of the Proprietor' s Cheft, y ou will open it, and 
' take out a little more for us. 

' We know our Lands are now become more 
' valuable : The white People think we do not 
' know their Value; but we are fenfible that the 
' Land is everlafring, and the few Goods we re
' ceive for it are foon worn out and gone. For 
' the future, we will fell no Lands but when Bro· 
' ther Onas is in the Country ; and we will know 
' beforehand, the ~antity of the Goods we are to 
' receive. Befides) we are not well ufed with re
' fpeét to the Lands ftill unfold by us. Y our Peo
' pie daily fettle on thefe Lands, and fpoil our 
' Hunting.-v..re mufr infift on your removing 
' them, as you know they have no Right to fettle 
' to the Northward of Kittocbtimzy-Hills.-In par
' ticular, we renew our Complaints again{t forne 
' People who are fcttlcd at Jzmiata, a Branch of 
' Safquahan11ah, and ail along the Banks of that 
' River, as fàr as MahaJJiay ; aml defire they n1ay 
' be forthwith made to go off the Land, for they 
' do great Damage to our Coufins the Delawares. 

' vVe have tl1rther to obferve, with refpeét to 
' the Lands lying on the V·l eft-fide of Safquahan

' 11ah, 
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' nah, that though Brother Onas ( meaning the Pro· 
' prietor) has paid us for what his People poffefs, 
' yet forne Parts of that Country have been taken 
' up by Perfons, whofe Place of Refidence is to 
' the South of this Province, from whom we have 
' never received any Confideration. This Affair 
' was recommended to you by our Chiefs at our 
' lait Treaty ; and you then, at our earneft Defi re, 
' promifed to write a Letter to that Perfon who bas 
' the Authority over thofe People, and to procure 
' us his Anfwer: As we have never heard from you 
' on this Head, we want to know what you have 
' done in it. If you have not clone any 1'hing, 
' we now renew our Requeft, and defire you will 
' inform the Perfon whofe People are feated on 
' our Lands, that that Country belongs to us, in 
' Right of Conqueft; we having bought it with 
' our Blood, and taken it from our Enemies in fair 
' W ar ; and we expeét:, as Owners of that Land, 
' to receive fuch a Confideration for it as the Land 
' is worth. W e defire you will prefs hin1 to fend 
' a pofitive Anfwer: Let him fay Tes or No: 1f 
' he fays Y es, we will treat with hitn; if No, we 
' are able to do ourfelves J uftice ; and we will do 
' it, by going to take Payment ourfelves. 

' It is cuftomary with us to make a Prefent of 
' Skins, whenever we renew our Treaties. \V e 
' are afhamed to off er our Brethren fo few, but 
' your Horfes and Cows have eat the Grafs our 
' Deer ufed to feed on. This has made them 
' fcarce, and will, we hope, plead in Excufe for 
' our not bringing a larger 0!:1antity. If we could 
4 have fpared more, we would have given more; 
' but we are really poor; and defire you'll not 
' confider the Q':lantity, but few as they are, ac· 
' cept them in Teftimony of our R-egard.' 

Here they gtrve the Governor a B-smdle of Skins. 

F The 
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The Governor immediately replied. 

'BRE:tHREN, . 

' W e thank you for the n1any Declarations of 
' Refpeét you have given us, in this folemn Re
' newal of our 1~rcatics : W e receive, and fhall 
' keep your String and Belts of Wampum, as 
' Pledges of your Sincerity, and defire thofe we 
' gave y ou .may be carefully preferved, as Tefti
' monies of ours. 

' In Anfwer to what you fay about the Proprie
' taries.-They arc all abfent, and have taken the 
' Keys of their Cheft with them ; fo that we can

not, on their Behalf, enlarge the ~antity of 
' Goods : W erc they here, they n1ight perhaps, 
' be more generous ; but we cannat be liberal for 

them.-'fhe Government will, however, take 
' your Requeft into Confideration; and in Regard 
' to your l'overty, may perhaps make you a Pre
~ fent. I but juft mention this now, intending to 
' refer this Part of your Speech to be anfwered at 

our next Meeting. 
' l'he Numbcr of Guns, as well as every Thing 

' elfe, anfwers exaEtly with the Particulars fpeci.
, fied in your Deed of Conveyance, which is more 
' than was agreed to be givèn you. It was your 
' own Sentiments, that the Lands on the Weft-fiùe 
' of Safquaha;mab, were not fo valuable as thoiè on 
' the Eaft; and an Abatement was to be made, 
' · proportionabk to the Difference in Value: But 
' the Proprietor overlooked this, and ordered the 
' full ~lntity to be delivered, which you will 
' look on as a Favour. 

' It is very true, tha~ Lands are of late become 
' more valuable; but what raifes their Value ? Is 
' it not entirely owing to the Induftry and Labour 
' ufed by the white People, in thcir Cultivation 
' and Improve1nent? Had not they come amongft 

' you, 
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f. y ou, the fe Lands would have be en of no U fe to 
' you, any further than to maintain you. And is 
' there not, now you have fold fo much, enough 

le ft for all the Purpoiès of Living ? --Wh at y ou 
' fay of the Goods, that they are foon worn out, 
' is applicable· to every Thing; but y ou know very 
' weil, that they coft a great deal of Money ; and 
' the Value of Land is no n1ore, than it is worth in 
' Money. 

' On your former Complaints againft People's 
c fettling the Lands on ]uni at a, and fron1 thence ali 
' along on the River Safquahannah as far as Maha
' ;ziahy, forne Magiftrates were fent exprefly to re
' move them, and we thought no Perfons would 
' prefume to ftay after that.' 

Here they interrupted the Governor, and faid :
'' 1"'hefe Perfons who were fent did not do their 
" Duty: So far from removing the People, they 
'' tnade Surveys for the1nfelves, and they are in 
" League with the Trefpa!fers. \V e defire more 
,., cffeétual Methods may be ufed, and honefl:er 
" Perfons em ployed." 

\Vhich the Governor promifed, and then pro~ 
cecded: 

ç B RE'I' II RE N, 
' According to the Pron1ife made at our bft 

' Treaty with you, Mr. Logan, who was at that 
' Time Prefident, did write to the Governor of 
' Maryland, that he might make you Satisfaétion for 
' fuch of your Lands as his People had taken up, 
' but did not receive one Vv orù from hirn upon 
' that I-Iead. I will write to him again, and en
r; deavour to procure you 'l fatisfadory Anfwcr. 
f; vVe do not doubt but he \Vill do you Juftice: 
~ But we exhort you to be c reful not to exerciCe 
' any Aéts of Violence towards his People, as they 
' likewife are our Brethren, and Subieéts of the 
~ fame great King; and thereforc Violence to-

F ~ · ~ard~ 
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' wards them, muft be produétive of very eva 
~ Confequences. 

' I fhall conclude what I have tofav at this Time, 
' with Ad<nowledgments for your. Prefent; which 
' is very agreeable to us, from the Expreffions of 
' Regard ufed by you in prefeHtimg it : Gifts of 
" this Na ture recciving their Value from the .Affec
' tion of the Giver, and not fron1 the ~antity or 
' Priee of the 'l'hing given.' · 

.At a C 0 UN c ·I L held at Philadelphia, ']uly 
8-, ll742· 

PH. ESEN T, 
'The Honourable G E 0 R GE 'I H 0 MAS, Efq_; 

Licutenant-Governor. 

'James Logan, Samuel Prejlon, I 
Clement Plumjled, 'Ihomas Ltlwrenc.e, Efc FS .. 

Samuel Hafel!, Ralph ./ijheton, q ' 
Abraham 'Iaylor, Robert Strettell, 
The Board taking into Confideration, whether if! 

be pro.'per or not at this 1~ime, to 1nake a Prefent 
to the Indians of the Six Nations now in Town, in 
Heturn for their Prefent to this Government at 
Y eflerday's Treaty ; 

Refolved, 
Tl1at it is highl y fit and proper that a Prefent be 

made to the faid Indians at this Time. 
And it is the Opinion of this Board, that the 

filid Prefent fhould be of the Value of 500 1. or 4lt 

leaft 300 l. 
AnJ it is recommended to Mr. Logan, Mr.. 

Priflon, and Mr. Lawrence, to acquaint Mr. Kt'n
fey, the Speaker of the Affembly, with the Opinion 
of tnis Board; and that they requeft him to confer 
with fuch other Members of Aifembly as are in 
Town, and report their Sentiments thereupon. 

l'he Board taking inta Confi.deration the Threats 
cxpreffed by the Indùms, at the Treaty Yefterday, 

aO'ainit 0 
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·againft the Inhabitants of Maryland, ièttled on cer
l:ain Lands on the V\' eft-fide of Safquabannah, which 
the Indians daim, and for wh· ch they r<.:quire Sa
tisfat1:ion ; and confidering, that !hould thofe 
·Threats, 1r an.' ort be put in Execution, not only 
the Inhab~:: n - ot Maryland, but of this Govern
ment, 4nu all his Majefty'·s Subje& on the Northern 
'Cont1nent of America, ,may thereby 'be involved in 
much rrrouble~ It is the Opinion of this Board, 
that the Governor write to the Governor of Jvla'Y'\' 
land without Delay, to inform hi rn of the India~s 
Corn plaints and Threats, and to requeil: a fatisfaaory 
Anfwer ; and that his Letter be fent by a fpecial 
Meffenger, at the publick Exp en ce. 

At a C 0 UN CiL hekl Ju?Y 9, 1742. 
PRESENT, 

The HonouraLle G E 0 R G E Cf H 0 MA S, Efq; 
Lieutenant -Governor.. 

1ames Logan, Efq; Samuel Preflon, Efq; 
Clement Plumfted, Efq; Ralph Ajheton, Eiq; 
Samuel Hafell, Efq; 'Ihomas Lawrence, Efq; 
Robert Strettell, Efq; Mr. Peters. 
The Governo.r informed the Board, that tlH. In

dia.n Chiefs dining with hitn Yefterday, aft~r Dmm. r 
delivered their Anfwer to two Affairs of Con
fequence: 

The firft related to the violent Battery comn1itted 
on William Webb, in the Forks of Delaware, where
by his Jaw-bone was broke, and his Life greatly 
endangercd, by an unknown lndian. Canajfatego 
repeating the Meifage delivered to the Six Nations 
by Shickcalamy, in the Y ear 1 7 40, with a String of 
Wampum, iàid in Anfwer: ' 1""'he Si>-.· Nations had 
' made diligent Enquiry into the Atfair, and had 
' found out the Iadian who had committed the 
' Faél:; he lived near Afopus, and had been ex
~ aRlined and feverely reprov'd: And they hoped, 

F3 as 
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' as fVilliam Webb was recovered, the Governor 
' would not expeét any further PuniD1ment ; and 
' therefore they rentrned the String of W ampmn 
' received fron1 their Brethren, bv the Rand of 
' Shickcalamy, in Token that they'had fully c01n
, plied with their Rcqueft.' 

I thank' d them, faid he, for thei r Ca re ; but re
minded them, th at though the Man did not die, y et he 
lay a long Time in extren1e Mifery, and would never 
recover the free Ufe of his Speech, and was render .. 
ed lefs able to get his Livelihood; and in fuch Cafes 
the Englijh Laws obliged the Afiàilant to tnake good 
ali Damages, bdides paying for the Pain endured.
But as the Indian was, in all Probability, poor and 
unable to n1ake Satisfaétion, I told them, that for 
their Sake I would forgive him ; adding, had Webb 

' died, I make no Doubt but you would have put 
the Indian to Death, jufr ~s we did two of our 
People who had killed an lnditm ; we caufed then1 
to be hung on a Gallows, in the Prefence of many 
Hundreds of our People, to deter all others from 
doing the like. Ca1zajfatego made n1e this Reply : 
~ The lndimzs know no Punifl1ment but Death ; they 
' have no fuch Thing as pecuniary Muléls ; if a 
' Man be guilty of a Crime, he is either put to 
' Death, or the Fault is overlook'd. vVe have 
' often heard of your Hanging-up thofe two Per
' fons ; but as none of our Indians faw the Men 
' die, many believe they were not hanged, but 
' tranfported to forne ether Colon y : And it wo~ld 
' be fatisfaél:ory to the Indians, if, for the fut!Jre, 
' forne of them be fent for, to be Witneffes of fuch 
' Executions.' I affured them, that whoever gave 
them that Information, abufed them ; for the Per-" 
fons certainly fuffered Death, a~d in the Prefence 
of ali the People. - · 
· Canaffatego then proçeeded to give an Anfwer to 
what was faid to them the 2d Inftant, relating to 
Le 'fort' s Letter: ' That they had, in · Council, 

· .. ' ' confidered 
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conûdered in what Manner the Matter recoin· 

' tnended to them ought to be conduéted ; and 

~ they were of Opinion, that as the Shawanefe, not 

' the 'l'wightW)'S (for they knew fo much of it, that 

' the People were of the 'l'wigbtwy Nation in whoiè 

' Bags the Scalps were found) had fent me a Prefent 

' of Skins, I ihould in return, iènd then1 a Blanket 

' or a Kettle, and with it a very iharp Meifa.ge, that 

' tho' they had clone weil in fweeping the Road from 

' Blood, yet that was but a frnall Part of their 

·' Duty; they ought not to have fuffered the 

' 'l'wightwys, after their Lye and the Difcovery of 

~ the Scalps, to have left the1n, 'till they had given 

' a full and true Account how they came by them, 

f. whofe Scalps they were, and in what Place1 and 

' for what Reafon the Men were kill'd; and when 

' they had been fully fatisfied of all thefe Particu

' lars, then it was their Duty to have given Infor

' mation to the Government where the white Peo

' ple lived, that the Murderers tnight be complain

' ed againft, and punifhed by the Nation they be

f longed to : And as the Shawanefe had omitted to 

' perfonn the Part of Brethren, that I fhould re

' prove thetn for it, and charge them to make 

' .A.mends for their N egleét, by ufing ail po ffi ble 

' Expedition to con1c at the Knowledge of thefe 

~ Things, and to aid their Brethren the white Peo

' ple in obtaining J uftice. 
The Minutes of the preceding Council being read, 

Mr. Logan, in purfuance of the Board's Direétion 

of Y efterday, reported, on behalf of himfelf, and 

the other Gentlemen to whon1 it was recommended, 

that they had confer'd with Mr. Kinfey, and requeft

ed him to confult the other Men1bers of the Affem

bly concerning the making a Prefent to the In4iaps ; 

and that Mr. Kin fey having colleéted the Sentimehts 

of feveral Men1bers of the Affembly in Town, 

·who rn he had confer' d with on th at Subjeét, found 

the.m gener.ally of Opinion, that a Prefent ihould at 

· F 4 this 



~ 72 'l'he H 1 s T oR Y of the 
this Time be made; but that they had declined no
minating any Sum: However, that Mr. Kinfey had 
given it as his own Opinion, that the Governor and 
Council might go as far as three hundred Pounds. 

And accordingly it is refer'd to Mr. Logmz, Mr. 
Preflon, and Mr. Lawrence, to confider of, and pre
pare a proper Lift of the Goods whereof the Pre
fent fhould be compofed, to the Value of three hun
dred Pounds, as aforefaid ; advifing with the Inter
preter as to the ~antity and ~ality. 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the Proprietor' s, 
the 9th of ]uly, P. M. 1742. 

PRESEN'"f 

The Honourable GE 0 R GE 'I H 0 MAS, Efq; 
Lieu tenant -Governor. 

James Logan, Robert Strette!/, ~ Efc rs· 
Samuel Preflon, .Abraham 'raylor, ) q ' 

The CHIEF S of the Six Nations. 
SAS S 0 0 NAN, and the Delawares. 
NU'I l j\fU S, and the Fork-lndia1zs. 

C 0 N R~1 D fV E ISE R, Interpreter. 

The Governor fpoke to the Chiefs of the Six ]Va
lions, as follows : 

'BRE'l'HREN, 
~ The laft Time the Chiefs of the Six Nationj 

' were here, they were infonned, that your Coufins, 
' a Branch of the Dela<t.vares, gave this Province 
' forne Difturbance about the Lands the Proprietor 

purchafed from them, and for which their An
' ceftor:> had received a valuable Confideration above 
~ fifty-fi·ve Years ago, as appears by a Deed now 
' lying on the Table.-Sometime after this, Conrad 
_ lfàfer dehvered to your Brother 'I'bomas Pe;Ft 

.~ youf 
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' your Letter, wherein you requeft of him, and 

]ames Logan, that they would not buy Land,&c. 
' -This has been fhewn to them and interpreted ; 
' notwithfranding which they have continued their 
' former Difturbances, and have had the Infolence 
' to write Letters to fome of the MagiH:rates of this 
' Government, wherein they have abufed your good 
' Brcthren, our worthy Proprietaries, and treated 
' them with the utmoft Rudenefs and Ill.Manners. 
' Being loth, ft~om our Regard to you, to punifh 
' them as they deferve, 1 fent two Meffengers t' ' 
' inform them that you were expeéted here, and 
' 1hould be acquainted with their Behaviour.- As 
' you, on all Occafions, apply to us to remove aU 

white People that are fettled on Lands before they 
' are purchafed from you, and we do our Endca
' vours to turn fuch People off; we now expeél: 
' from you, that you will caufe thefe litdians to re-

move from the Lands in the F orks of Delaware, 
' and not give any further Difturbance to the Per
' fons who are now in PoffeHion.' 

'I'o inforce this we lay dow~t a S~,ring cf lf.,.ampum. 

Then were read the feveral Conveyances, the 
Paragraph of the Let ter wrote by the Chiefs ,of the 
Six Nations relating to the Delawares ; the Letters 
of the Fork-Indians to the Governor and Mr. L~ng
horne, and a Draught of the Land ; thefe werc then 
delivered to Conrad Weifer, who was defired to in
terpret them to the Chiefs, when they fhould take 
this Affair into their Confideration. 

At 

73 
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At a C 0 UN CIL held ']uly 10, 1742. 
PRESEN1~ 

The Honourable GE 0 R GE 'I' li 0 MAS, Efq; 
Lieutenant -Governor. 

James LoKan, 
.. Clement Plumj!ed, 

crhomas Lawrence, 
Abraham 'I'aylor, 

Samuelllafell, Efi rs· 
Samuel Prefton, J 
Robert Strcttell, q • 

The Governor laid before the Board an Extraél 
from the Treaty held here the 7th Inftant with the 
Indians of the Six Nations, fO far as it related to the 
Inhabitants of Maryland ; as alfo a Letter he had 
prepared for the Governor of Mar)'land upon that 
Subjeét; both of which being approved, were or .. 
dered to be tranfcribed fair, in arder to be difpatch' d 
the following Morning. The Letter was a3 follows ; 

S I R, Philadelphia, July 10, 1 742. 

'J:H E inclofed Extr~'lfl of the Speech made by th: 
Chiefs of the Six N arions, before a very numa

rous Audience, in this Place, with my Anfwer to it, 
is of Jo great Importance to all his Maje.fty' s Colonies 
in this Part of his Dominions, and to )'OUr Gorvern
mmt in particular, that 1 have employ' d a fpecial 
Meffenger to deliver it you. I hope you 'lL'ill enabls 
me to fend them a fatisjafloty Anfwer. It would be 
impertinent in me to fay more to one fo welt informed 
as you arc of thefe Nations, and of their abfolute 
.l[utharity over al! the Indians bordering upon us, or 
of the Advantages of maintaùzing a jlriét Friendjhip 
with them at al! 'times, but more efpecially at this crifi ... 
tal Jtmflure. 

I am, Yours, &c. 

An 
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_1\n Account exhibit d by Conrad Weifer of his 

Expences upon the lïzdians, and Indian Affairs, from 
Feb1·uary laft to July I, 1 7 42, amounting to 36!. 
I 8 s. 3d. was laid before the Board, and examin'd, 
and allow' d to be a j uft and very mo derate Account. 

And the Bo2.rd taking into Confideration thc:J 
many fignal Services perfonned by the faid Conrad 
Weifer to this Government, his Diligence and La
bour in the Service thereof, and his Skill in the In
dian Languages and Methods of Bufinefs, are of 
Opinion, that the faid Conrad fhould be allowed, as 
a Reward from the Province at this Time, the Sum 
of 'I'hirty Pounds, at leaft, befides Payment of his 
faid Account. 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the :Great Meeting· 
Houfe, July 10. P. M. I 742. 

PRESENT 
Th~ Honourable GE 0 R GE '1 H 0 MAS, Efq; 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

]anus Logan, Samuel Prejlon, } 
'I'homas Lawrence, Samuel Haftll, Efqrs; 
Abraham 'I'aylor, ~obert Strettell, 

CANASSA'I'EGO, lA d h r. d' Ch' c: 
SH ICK.CALAMY, S n ot er .ln tan lels. 

C 0 N RAD WEI SE R, Interpreter. 

;<1\nd agreatNumberoftheinhabitants of Philadelphia. 

The Governor fpoke to the Indians as follows : 

'BRE'I'HREN, 
' This JVIeeting will be fhort : I t is in order to 
make y ou a Prefent from the Governor, the Coun

' cil, the Aifembly, and ali our People. William 
' Penn was known to you to be a good and faithful 

Friend to ali the Indians: He made a League of 
' Friendfhip With you~ by which we becan1e one 

~ People. 



. 'l'he HIs ToR Y rf the 
c People. This League has often fince been re
' new'd by friendly Treaties ; and as you have d.e
~ clared that the Friendihip ihall always laft on 
' your Parts, fo we would have you believe that it 
' fhall remain inviolable on ours while the Sun and 
~ lV1oon endure. 

' 1 gave you forne Expeétation of a Prefent, and 
~ we have it now ready to deliver to you. This 
"' Prefent is made y ou by the Governor, Council, Af. 
' fembly, and aU our People, in Confideration of 
' the great Miferies and Diftre.ffes which you our 
' good Friends have lateiy fuffered. This will be 
' forne Relief to y ou for the prefent, and it' s to be 
' hoped your own Induftry will foon retrieve your 
' Circumftances. 

' It has fometimes happened, and may happen 
' again, that idle and untrue Stories are carried to 
' you concerning us your Brethren ; but our Defire 
' is, and wc expeét it from you, that you will give 
"' no Credit to them ; for we are, and always will 
' be, your fteady and fincere Friends. 

' It is a Cuftom when we renew our Treaties 
' with our good Friends the Indians, to clear the 
' Road, and tnake our Fire burn bright : W e have 
' done fo upon this Occafion; and, in Tokén of 
' our Sincerity, we deliver you, as a Prefent from 
' the Governor, the Council, the Affernbly, and all 
' the People of Penfylvania, the following Good , 
' viz. 

~4 Gttns. 
6oo Pounds of Lead. 
6oo Pounds of Powder. 

2 5 Strowdes ~Match-
90 Dujjil S Coats. 

· 30 Blank~ts. 
62 Yards of Half-1hicks. 
6o Ru.ffied Sbirts. 
1.5 Hals. 

l ooo Flints. 

50 Hoes. 
50 Hatchets. 
5 Pounds of Vermilion 

10 Dozen of Knives. 
8 Do zen of Gimblets. 
2 Dozen of 'l'obacco-

Tongs. 
25 Pair of Shoes. 
25 Pair of Stockings. 
25 Pair of Buck/es. 

Where ... 
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Whereupon the Chiefs, and all th~ Indians, re

turned their folemn Thanks ; and Canajfatego faid, 
' They had no more to fay as to publick Bufinefs 
' at prefent; but they had fomewhat under Deli
' berat10n, which, when they had duly confidered, 
' they would communicate. 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the Proprietor' s, 
July 121 1742. 

PRESENT 
The Honourable GEORGE '.tHOMAS, Efq; 

Lieutenant -Governor. 

James Logan, Clenzmt Plumfled,1 
CJ'homas Lawrence, Abt·abam '.ta)'lor, Efqrs; 
Robert Strettell, 

Mr. Richard Peters. 
CANASSA'l'EGO, 1_ And fundry Chiefs of the Six 
SHJCKCALAMT, ~ Nations. 

SAS S 0 0 NAN, and the Delawarcs. 
NU7''1' I MUS, and the Fork-Indians. 

C 0 N RAD WEI SE R, Interpreter. 

Pifquetoman, } 
Cornelius Spring, Interpreters to the Fork-Indians. 
Nicholas Scull, 

CANAS SA 'l' E G 0 faid : 

'BRE'fHREN, the Governor and Council, 
' The other Day you informed us of the Mi!be

' haviour of our Coufins the Delawares, with re
' fpeét to their continning to daim~ and refufing to 
' remove from forne Land on the River Delaware, 
~ notwjthftanding their Anceftors had fold it by a 
' Deed under their Rands and Seals to the Proprie
' taries, for a valuable Confideration, upwards of 
' fifty Years ago ; and notwithftanding that, they 
' themfelves had alfo not many Years ago, after a 

~ long 
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' long and full Exatnination, ratified that Dted of 
' their Anceftors, and given a frdh one under their 
' Hands and Scals ; and then you reqt1efted us to 
' remove them, inforcing your Requefl: with a 
' String of W ampum.-Afterwards we laid on the 
' Table our own Lettcrs by Conrad !Veifer; forne 
' of our Coufins Letters, and the feveral Writ
' ings to prove the Charge ::tgainft our Coufins, 
' with a Draught of the Land in Difpute.-W e 
' now tell you, we have perufed all thefe feveral 
' Pa pers : W e fee with our own E y es, that they 
' have been a very unruly People, and are altoge
' ther in the W rong in their Dealings with y ou.
' We have concluded to remove them, and oblige 
' them togo over the River Delaware, and quit ali 
' Claim to any Lands on this Side for the future, 
' fince they have received Pay for them, and it is 
~ gonethro' theirGuts long ago.-To confirm toyou 

-' that we will fee your Requeft executed, we lay 
' clown this String of W arn pum in return for yours.' 

Then turning to the DelœuHzres, holding a Belt of 
W an1pun1 in hjs H~md, he ipoke to the1n as follows . 

COUS I .1V S, 

' Let this Belt of \Vampum ferve to chafrife 
' you. Y ou ought to be taken by the Hair of the 
' Head and fh~ked ieverely, till y ou recover y our · 
~ Senfes and become 1ober. Y ou don't know what 
' Groun l ym.1 ftand on, nor what you are doing. 
' Our Brother Onas's C.1uiè is very juil: and plain, 
.. and his Intentions are to preferve Friendihi p. On 
' the other Hand, your Cauiè is bad ; your Heart far 

from being upright ; and you are n1aliciouny bent 
~ to break the Chain of Friend.fhip with our Bro

ther Onas, and his Peopl~. W e have feen with 
' our Eyes a Deed fign'd by nine of your Ancef
' tors above fifty Years ago for this very Land,_ and 

a I< el cafe fign' d, not m:my Y ears fin ce~ by forne 
~ of 
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of yourfelves and Chiefs now living, to the N um-

' ber of fifteen or upwards.-But how came you to 
' take upon y ou to fell Land at all ? W e conquer-
' ed you ; we n1ade "\;V omen of y ou ; you know 
' you are \V amen, and can no n1ore fell Land than 
' \Vomen ; nor is it fit you :fhould have the Power 
' of felling Lands, fince you would abufe it. This 
' Land that you claim is gone thro' your Guts ; 
' you have been furnifl1ed with Cloaths, Meat, and 
' Drink, by the Goods paid you for it~ and now 
' you want it again, like Children as you are.--
' But what makes you fell Land in the Dark ? Did 
' you ever tell us that you h::td fold this Land ? 
' Did we ever receive any Pa;t, even the Y alue of 
' a Pipe-Shank, from y ou for it ? Y ou have told 
' us a blind Story, that you fent a Meffenger tous 
' to inform us of the Sale, but he never can1e 
' amongft us, nor we never heard any thing about 
' it.-This is aéting in the Dark, and very diffe-
' rent from the Conduét our Six Nations obferve 
' in the Sales of Land ; on fuch Occafions they 
' give publick Notice, and invite ali the Indians of 
' their united Na ti ons, and give them all a Share _ 
' of the Prefent they receive for their Land s.-This 
c is the Behaviour of the ·wife united Nations.-
' But we find you are none of our Blood : Y ou aét 
~ a di!honeft Part, not only in this, but in other 
' Matters : Y our Ears are ever open to fianderous. , . 
' Reports about our Brethren ; you receive them 
' with as much Greedinefs as lewd Women receive 
' the Embraces of bad Men. And for ali thefe 
' Reafons we charge you to rem ove inftantly; we 
' don't give you the Liberty to think about it. 
' Y ou are W omen. Take the Ad vice of a wife 
' Man, and remove immediately. Y ou may re-
' turn to the other Side of Delaware where you 
' came from : But we do not know whether, con-
' fidering how y ou have demea.n' d yourfelves, y ou 
' will be permitted to live there ; or whether you 

" have 
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' have not f wallowed th at Land down y our Throati 
' as well as the Land on this Side. W e therefore 
' affign you two Places to go, either to Wyomen or 
~ Shamokin. Y ou may go to either of thefe Places, 
' and then we fhall have you more under our Eye, 

and fhall fee how you behave. Don't deliberate; 
' but rem ove away, and take this Belt of Wampum.:. 

This being interpreted by Conrad Weifer into Eng
lifh, and by Cornelius Spring into the Delawtlre Lan
guage, CanaJ!ètego taking a String of W ampum, 
added further. 

'' After our juft Reproof, and abfolute Order 
' to depart from the Land, you are now to take 
' Notice of w hat we have fUl·ther to fay to y ou. 
' This String of W ampmn ferves to forbid y ou, 
' your Children and Grand-Chi1dren, to the 1ateft 
' Pofterity for ever, meddling in Land-Affairs; 
~ neither you, nor any who Ihall defcend from you, 
~ are ever hereafter to prefume to feil any Land: 
' For which purpotè, you are to preferve this String, 
' in Memory of what your Uncles have this· Day 
' given you in Charge.-\V e have forne other Bu!i
' nefs to tranfaêt with our Brethren, and therefore 
' depart the Council, and confider what has been 
' faid to you.' 

CanaJ!atego then fpoke to tht Governor and Council : 

' B R E TIl R E N, 
' W e callcd at our old Friend James Logan's, 
in our Way to this City, and to our Grief we 
found him hid in the Buihes, and retired, thro' In

' firmities, from publick Bufinefs. \Ve prefs'd 
' him to leave his RetiremFnt, and prevailed with 
' him to affift once more on our Account at your 
' Counc}is. W e hope, notwithftanding his Age, and 

the Etfeéls of a Fir of Sicknefs, which we underfrand 
' has 
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' has hurt his Conftitution, that he may yet con
' tinue a long Time to affift this Province with his 
' Counfels. He is a wife Man, and a faft F riend 
' to the Indians. And we defire, when hi5 Soul 
' goes to G 0 D, you may chufe in his Room juft 
' fuch another Perfon, of the fame Prudence and· 
' Ability in counfelling, and of the fame tender Dif
' pofition and Affeél:ion for the Indians. In Tef
' timony of our Gratitude for ali his Services, and 
' becaufe he was fo good as to lea ve his Cou n
' try- Houfe, and follow us to Town, and be at 
• the Trouble, in this his advanced Age, to attend 
' the Council, we prefent him with this Bundle of 
' Skins.' 

'BRE'l'HREN, 
' lt is always our Way, at the Conclufion of a 

' Treaty, to defire y ou will ufe y our Endeavours 
• with the Traders, that they may feil their Goods 
' cheaper, and give us a better Priee for our Deer
' Skins. Whenever any particular Sort of Indian 
c Goods is fcarce, they conftantly make us pay the 
' dearer on that Account. W e muft now ufe the 
' fame Argument with them : Our Deer are killed 
' in fuch OEantities, and our Hunting-Countries 
' grown lefs every Day by the Settlement of white 
' People, that Game is now difficult to find, 
' and we muft go a great W a y in queft of it ; they 
' therefore ought to give us a better Priee for our 
' Skins ; and we defire you would fpeak to them 
' to do fo. W e have been ftinted in the Article of 
' Rum in Town. We defire you will open the 
~ Rum-Bottle, and give it to us in greater Abun
' dance on the Road.' 

'l'o inforce our Requeft, ahout the Indian 'l'raders, 
we prefent ]fJU with this Bundle of Skins. 

G BRE-
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BRE'I'HREN, 
' When we firft came to your Houfes, we found 

' them dean and in Orcier ; but we have ftaid fo 
' long as to dirty them ; which is to be imputed 
' to our different W a y of Living from the white 
' People : And therefore, as we cannot but have 
' been difagreeable to you on this AGcotmt, we pre ... 
' fent you with forne Skins to make your Houfes 
' dean, and put them into the fame Condition they 
' were in when we came amongft you.' 

BRE'I'HREN, 
' The :Bufinefs the Pive Nat ions tranfaél: with y ou 

' is of great Confequence, and requires a fkilful and 
' honeft Perfon to go between us; one in whom both 
' you and we can place a Confidence.-We efteem 
' our prefent Interpreter to be fu ch a Perfon, equally 
' faithful in the Interpretation of whatever is faid 
c to him by either of us, equally allied to both; he 
' is of our Nation, and a Member of our Council, 
' as well as of yours. When we adopted him, we 
' divided him into two equal Parts: One we kept 
' for ourfelves, and one we left for y ou. He bas had 
' a great deal of trouble with us, wore out his Shoes 
' in our Meffages, and dirty' d his Clothes by being 
' amongfr us, fo that he is bec01ne as nafty as an 
' Indian. 

' In Return for thefe Services, we recommend 
' him to your Generofity ; and on our own Behalf, 
' we give him Pive Skins to buy him Clothes and 
' Shoes with.' 

BRE'I'HREN, 
' W e have ftill one more Favour to a:lk. Our 

' Treaty, and all we have to fay ' about publick u
' finefs, is now over, and to-morrow we defign to 
' leave you. W e hope, as yon have given us 
' Plenty of good Provifion whilft in Town, that 

~ you 
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' you :will continue your Goodnefs fo far as to fup-

ply us with a little more to ferve us on the Raad. 
' And we likewife defire you will provide us with 
4 Waggons, to carry our Goods to the Place where 
' they are to be conveyed by Water.' 

To thefe feveral Points the Governor made the 
following Reply. 

B RETH REN of the Six Nations, 
' The J udgment you have juft now pafs' d on 

' your Coufins the Delawares, confirms the high 
Opinion we have ev er entertained of the J uftice of 

' the Six Nations. This Part of your Charaél:er, for 
' which you are defervedly famed, made us wave 
' doing ourfelves J uftice, in arder to give y ou an
' other Opportunity of convincing the World of 
' your inviolable Attachment to your Engagements. 
' Thefe unhappy People n1ight have always liv'd 
' eafy, having never receiv'd the leaft Injury frmn 
~ us ; but we believe folne of our own :People were 
' bad enough to impofe on their Credulity, and en
' gage the1n in thefe wrong Meafures, which we 
' wifh, for their Sakes, thty had avoided, 

' We hoped, from what we have conftantly given 
~ in Charge to the Indian Traders, that they would 
' have adminiftred no juft Caufe of Complaint : If 
' they do y ou W rong, it is againft our Inclinations, 
' and contrary to our exprefs Direétions. As you 
' have exhibited no particular Charge againft them, 

we fhall ufe our beft Endeavours to perfuadc thetn 
' to give you as 1nuch for your Skins as they can 
' poffibly afford ; and to take Care that their Goods 
' which they give in Exchange for Skins, be of the 
~ befr Sort. We will likewife order you fomeRum to 
' ferve y ou on y our jour ney home, fin ce yo\.1 defi re it. 

' W e. wifh there had been more Room and bet
' ter Houfes provided for your EntertainfTlent ; hùt 
~ opt expeéting fo many of you, Wf;. did the beft 

G ~ ~ we 
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.' we could. 'Tis true, there are a great many 
.' Houfes in Town, but as they are the Property 
' of other People, who have their own Families to 
' take care of, it is difficult to procure Lodgings 
' for a large Number of People, efpccially if they 
' come unexpeétedly. 
, ' W e entertain the fame Sentiments of the Abi
' lities and Probity of the Interpreter as you have 
' exprefs' d. W e were indue' d at firft to make ufe 
' of him in this important Truft, from his being 
' known to be agreeable to you, and one who had 
' lived amongft y ou for fame Y ears, in good Credit 
' and Efteem with all your Nations; and have ever 
' fotmd hin1 equally faithful to both. We are pleas'd 
' with the Notice y ou have taken of hi rn, and think 
' he richly deferves it at y our Hands. V\T e 1hall 
' not be wanting to make him a fùitable Gratifica
' tian, for the many good and faithful Services he 
' hath clone this Govcrnment. 

' W e have alread y given Orders for W aggons 
' to carry your Goods, and for a Supply of Provi
' fions to ferve you on the Raad in your Return 
' home, where we heartily wifh you may arrive in 
' good Bealth.' 

After the Governor bad concluded, Mr. Logan 
return'd an Anfwcr to that Part of Cana./Jatego's 
Speech which related to him, and faid, ' That not 
~ only upon the Account of his Lamenefs, of which 
' the Indians themfelves were W itne.!fes ; but on 
' Account of another Indifpofition, which about 
' three Y ears fin ce had lajd him und er an Incapa
c city of exprefiîng hilnièlf with his forn1er ufual 
' Freedom, he had been obliged to live retired in 
' the Country. But that our firft Proprietor, the 
' Honourable William Penn, who had ever been a 
~ Father and true Friend to ali the Indians, having 
' above forty Y ears fince recommended them to 
4 his particular Car~, he had al ways, from his own 
' Inclinati~n,_ ~s well as from that ftritt Charge, 

' endeavoured 
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' endeavoured to convince all the Indians, that he 
' was their true Friend ; and was now well pleafed, 
' that after a Traét of fo n1any Y ears, they were 
' not infenfible of it. He thanked them kindly 
' for their Prefent, and heartily joined with them 
' in their Defires, that this Government may al ways 
' be f urnifhed with Perfons of eq ually good Incli
' nations, and not only with fuch, but alfo with 
' better Abilities to ferve then1.' 

And then Ca1zajfatego faid, he had forgot to men
tion, that Shickcalamy and Caxha;'n had been em
ploy'd on feveral Meffages to this Government, and 
defir' d they might be confider' d on that Account. 

At a COUNCIL held the 12th of Ju!y, P. M. 174-2. 

PRESENT, 
The Honourable GEORGE 'I'HOMAS, Efq; 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

James Logan, Samuel Pt~fjlon, I 
Clement Plumfted, Vhomas Lawrence, Efc rs· 
Samuel Hafell, Abraham 'Iaylor, q ' 
~obert Strette!!, · 

Mr. Richard Peters. 

The Board taking into Confideration the Regula
tion of the neceffary Expences of the Indirms travel
ling dawn hither, and returning; and upon an 
EH:imate made by Conrad Weifer, amounting to 
about one hundred Pounds, it appearing that the faid 
Sum of roo l. will be neceffary to be advanced to 
Conrad Weifer to defray thofe Expences, Mr. Lo
g an, on the Proprietaries Behalf, propofes to ad
vance 40 l. and the Treafurer declaring he had no 
publick Money in his Hands, and that if he had, 
he would not advance Money without the Affem .. 
bly's Order; it is recommended to Mr. Pre.fton and 
Mr . .Lawrence, to confer with Mr. Kinfey, and 
know whether he, as Speaker of the Affembly, 

G 3 and 
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and Truftee of the Loan-Office, will advance the 
other 6o l. 

And the Indimzs having requefted that they might 
have a fma11 ~1antity of Run1, to be added to 
their Provifions, to comfort them on the Road : 
The Board is of Opinion, that there be added to 

· the faidEftimate for twenty Gallons of Rum 
for the aforefaid U fe. And in Return for their 
Prefent of Skins, at requefting that the Indian 
Traders be enjoin'd to fell their Goods cheaper, 
the Board direéts that two Strouds be prefented. 
And that five Pounds be given to Ca:t:hayn on the 
Account of the Province, for his Services ; and to 
Shickcalamy the like Sum . 

.Â juft Copy, compared by 

PA'I'RICK BAIRD, Secr. 
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T R E A T Y; 
Held at the TowN of 

Lancafler, in PENSYLVANIA, 

By the HoNOURABLE the 

Lieutenant-Governor of the P R 0 V I N C E, 
And the HoNOURABLE the 

Commiffioners for the PROVIN CES 

OF 

IRGINIA and MARYLAND, 

WITH THE 

INDJANS 
0 F THE 

IX NATIONS, 
In JUNE, I7~4· 





A Treaty with the 1 N D 1 A N S 
of the Six NAT IONS. 

In the CouRT-HousE in the Town of 
Lancafler, on Friday the Twenty-fecond 
of June, 1744, 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GEORGE 'FHOMAS, Efq; 
Lieut. Governor of the Province of Penjjlvania, 
and Counties of Newcaftle, Kent and Sujfex, on 
Delaware. 

The Hon ble 'l'homas Lee, Efq; l. Commiffionèr9 
Colonel William Beverly, S of Pirginia. 

Philip <:l'homas, Efq; Commiffioners 
The Honbte Edm.]ennings,Efq;I 

Colonel Robert King, of Maryland. 
Colonel 'l'homas Colville, 

The Deputies of the Onandagoes, Senuas, Cayogoes, 
Oneidas and '.tufcaroraes. 

Conrad 117eifer, Interpreter. 

T HE Governor and the Commiffioners took 
forne of the lndian Chiefs by the Hand, 
and, after they had feated themfelves, the 

Governor bid them welcome into the Government; 
and there being Vvine and Punch prepared fo1 them, 
the GovernQr and the feveral Commiffioners drank 
Hea'Ith to the Six Nations; and Cana.f!atego, q-"a .. 

cha110onJia, 
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chanoontia, and forne other Chiefs, returned the 
Compliments, drinking the Healths of * Onas, 
t A.IJaragoa, and the Governor of Màryland. 

After they were aH ferved with Wine, Punch, 
Pipes and Tobacco, the Governor told the Indians, 
that as it was cuftomary, and indeed neceffary, 
they fhould have forne Time to reft after fo long a 
Journey, and as he thought three Days would be 
no more than fufficient for that Purpofe, he pro
pofed to fpeak to them on Monday next ; after 
which, the honourable Commiffioners would take 
their own Time to deliver what they had to fay. 

CANAS SA 'l' E G 0 anfwered the Governor : 
W e thank y ou for giving us Time to reft ; we are 
come to · you, and fhall leave it intirely to you to 
appoint the Time when we 1hall meet you again. 
We likewife leave it to the Governor of Maryland, 
by whofe Invitation we came here, to appoint a 
Ti me when he will pleafe to mention the Reafon of 
his inviting us. As to our Brother A.IJaragoa, 
we have at this prefent Time nothing to fay to 
him ; not but we have a great deal to fay toAJJaragoa, 
which muft be faid at one Time or another; but 
not being fatisfied whether he or we fhould begin 
firft, we fhall Jeave it wholly to our Brother Onas 
to adjuft this between us, and to fay which 1hall 
begin firft. 

• Ontu, the Governor of Penfylvania. 
t A.!faragoa, the Governor of Yirginia. 

In 
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In the Cou R T• Ho u s E at Lancafter, June 2 5, 
I744· A. M. 

PRESENT, 

'fhe Honourable GE 0 R GE 'l'HO MAS, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Yirginia .. 

·rhe Honourable the Commifiioners of Mar;!and. 
The Deputies of the Six Natio1ts. 

Co~trad Weifer, Interpreter. 

The GovERNOR fpoke as follow. 

Honourab!e Gentleme1z, Commijfioners for the Gover;t .. 
ments of Virginia and Maryland, and Brethren, 
Sachims, or Chiefs of the Indians of the Six 
Nations. 

A T a Treaty, held by me two Years ago, in 
Behalf of the Government of Penfylvania, 

with a N umber of the Chiefs of the Indians of the 
Six Nations, 1 was defired by them to write to the 
Governor of Maryland concerning forne Lands in 
the back Parts of that Province, which they daim 
a Right to from their Conquefts over the ancient 
Poffeffors, and which have been fettled by forne of 
the lnhabitants of that Government, without their 
Confent, or any Purchafe made from them. It was at 
that time underftood that the Claim was uponMary
land only ; but it has fince appeared, by forne 
Letters formerly wrote by Mr. Prefident Logan to 
the late Governor of Maryland, that it related 1ike
wife to forne Lands in the back Parts of l/irginia. 
The Governors of thofe Colonies foon manifefted a 
truly equitable Difpofition to come to any reafona
ble Terms with the Six Nations on account of thofe 

Lands, 
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Lands, and defired, that for that End a Time and 
Place might be fixed for a Treaty with them; but 
before this could be effeéled, an unfortunate Skir
mifh happened in the back Parts of f/irginia, be
tween forne of the Mïlitia there, and a Party of 
the lndian Warriors of the Six Nations, with forne 
Lofs on bath Sides. Who were the Aggreffors is 
not at this time to be difcuifed, both Parties having 
agreed to bury that Affair in Oblivion, and the 
Government of f/irginia having, in Token of the 
Continuance of their Friendfhip, prefented the Six 
Nations, through my Hands, with Goods to the 
Value of One Hundred Pounds Sterling. To pre
vent further Hoftilities, and to heal this Breach, 1 
had, before the Prefent was given, made a Tender 
of my good Office ; which bath Parties accepted, 
and confented, on my Inftances, to lay down their 
Arn1s : Since which the Faith pledged to me has 
been mutually preferved, and a Time and Place has 
been agreed upon, through my Intervention, for 
accommodating ali Differences, and for fettling a 
firm Peace, Union and Friendihip, as well between 
the Government of f/irginia as that of Maryland, 
and the Indians of the Six Nations *. The honour
able the Commiffioners for thefe two Governments, 
and the Deputies of the Six Nations, are now met 
at the Place appointed for the Treaty. lt only re
n1ains therefore for me to fay, th at if my further 
good Offices iliall be thought ufeful for the Accom
plifhment of this Work, you may rely moft af
furedly upon them. 

But 1 hope, honourable Gentlemen Commiffion
ers, it will not be taken amifs if I go a little further, 
and briefly reprefent to you, how efpecially necef
fary it is at this J unéture, for his Majefty's Service, 

· and 

* This was aiJowed, at a Conference bad by the Gove~nor 
with the Commiffioners, to be a juft State of the T.ranfaéhqps 
preceding the Treaty. 
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and the Good of ali his Colonies in this Part of his 
Dominions, that Peace and Friendfbip be eftablifhed 
between your Governments and the Indians of the 
Six Nations. 

Thefe Indians, by their Situation, are a Frontier 
to forne of them ; and, from thence, if Friends, 
are capable of defending their Settlements; if Ene
mies, of making cruel Ravages upon them ; if 
N euters, they may den y the French a Paffage 
through their Country, and give us time1y Notice 
of their Defigns. Thefe are but forne of the Mo
tives for cultivating a Good U nderftanding with 
them ; but from hence the Difadvantages of a Rup
ture are abundantly evident. Every Advantage 
you gain over them · n W ar will be a weakening of 
the Barrier of thofe Colonies, and confequently be, 
in effeét, Viétories over yourfelves and your Fellow 
Subjeéts. Sorne Allowances for their Prejudices 
and Paillons, and a Prefent now and then for the: 
Relief of their Neceffities, which have, in forne 
Meafure, been brought upon them by their Inter
courfe with us, and by our yearly extending our 
Settlements, will probabiy tie them more clofely to 
the Britijh Intereft. This bas been the Method of 
New-York and Penfylvania, and wi11 not put you 
to fo much Expence in twenty Years, as the carry
ing on a W ar againft them will do in one. The 
French very well know the Importance of thefe Na
tians to us, and will not fail by Prefents, and their 
other ufual Arts, to take Ad van tage of any Mifunder· 
ftanding we may have with them t. But I will de-

tain 

. t The two preceding Paragraphs werc allowed by the Com
miffioners of Yirginia, whilft they were at Philadelphia, to be 
Yery proper to be fpoken by the Governor of P enjjlrvania at 
the Opening of the Treaty ; but taking up an Opinion, from 
what paifed at the firft friendly Interview with the lndians, that 
they would not make any Claim upon Lands within the Govern
ment of Yirginia, the Governor confented to decline fpeakin~ 
the~p in the Prefence of the /ndi4n1. 
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tain you, Gentlemen, no on ger. Y our own fu. 
perior Knowledge will fuggeft to you more than I 
can fay on this Subjeét. 

Friends and Brethren, Sachems, or Chiefs of the 
lndians of the Six Nations : 

Thefe, your Brethren of Virginia and Maryland, 
are come to enlarge the Fire, which was almoft 
gone out, and to make it burn clearer ; to brighten 
the Chain which bad contraél:ed forne Ruft, and to 
renew their Friendihip with you ; which it is their 
Defire may laft fo long as the Sun, the Moon and 
the Stars, fhall give Light. Their Powers are de
rived from the Great King of ENGLAND, your 
Father ; and whatever Conclufions they fhall come 
to with you, will be as firm and binding as if the 
Governors of thefe Provinces were themfdves here. 
1 am your Brother, and, which is more, I am your 
true Friend. As you know, from · Experien e, 
that I am fo, I will now give y ou a few W ords of 
Advice. Receive thefe your Brethren with open 
Arms; unite yourfdves to them in the Covenant 

· Chain, and be you with them as one Body, and 
one Soul. 1 make no doubt but the Governor of 
Canada has been taking Pains to widen the Breacl1 
between thefe your Brethren of Virginia and you ; 
but as you cannot hav~ forgot the Hatred the 
French have always borne to your Nations, and 
how kind1y, on the contrary, you have been treat .. 
ed, how faithfully you have been proteéted by the 
Great King of ENc.LAND and his Subjeéh, you 
will not be at a Lofs to fee into the Defigns of that 
Governor. ·He wants. to divide you from us, in 
order the more eafily to deftroy you, which he wîU, 
rnofl: certainly do, .if you fuffer yourfelves to be de* · 
luded by him. 

As.. 
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As to what relates to the Friendfhip eftabli!hed 

between the Government of Penfylvania and your 
Na ti ons, 1 will take another Day to fpeak to y ou 
upon it. 

'l'o enforce what bad bP.en Jaid, the GovERNOR 
laid down a Belt of Wampum ; ttpotl wbich 
the lndians gave the* Yo- hah. 

After a fhort Paufe, the Governor ordered the 
Interpreter to tell the Indians, that as they had 
greatly exceeded their appointed Time for meeting 
the Commiffioners, he recommended to them to 
ufe ali the Expedition poffible in giving their 
Anfwer to what had been faid, that they might 
forthwith proceed to treat with the refpeél:ive Corn .. 
miffioners on the Bufinefs they came about. 

Then CanaJJatego repeated to the Interpreter the 
Subftance of what the Governor had fpoke, in 
order to know if he had underftood him right ( a 
Method generally n1ade ufe of by the Indians) and 
when the Interpreter told him he had taken the true 
Senfe, Canaf!atego proceeded to return the Thanks 
of the Six Nations for the Governor's kind Ad vice, 
promifing to follow it as far as lay in their Power; 
but as it was their Cufl:om when a Belt was given to 
return another, they would take Time ti1l the Af
ternoon to provide one, antl would then give thcir 
Anfwer. 

• The 1ô-hab denotes Approbation, being a Iond Shout or 
Cry, confifiing of a few Notes f'ronounced by ail the lndian.s in 

very mufical Manner, in the Nature of our Huzza's 
1 

In 
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In the CouR. T-Hou sE at Lancafler, June 25, 
1744. P. M. 

PRESENT, 

T.he Honourable GE 0 R GE cr H 0 MAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Pirginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. · 

Conrad rVeifer, Interpreter. 

Canaffatego's Anfwer to the Governor' s Spucb de!i-
vered in the Morning. , 

Brother Onas, 

Y 0 U fpoke in the Prefence of A./Jaragoa and 
the Governor of Maryland to us, advifing 

us to receive them as our Brethren, and to unite 
with them in the Covenant Chain as one Body, and 
one Soul. We have always confidered them as our 
Brethren, and, as fuch, fhall be willing to brighten 
the Chain of Friendfhip with them ; but fince there 
are forne Difputes between us refpeéèing the Lands 
poffeffed by them, which formerly belonged tous, 
we, according to our Cuftom, propofe to have thofe 
Differences firft adjufted, and then we lhaJl proceed 
to confirm the Friend!hip fubfifl:ing between us, 
which will meet with no Obftruétion after thefe 
Matters are fettled. 

Here 
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Here they prefented the GovERNOR with a 
Belt of Wampum, in return for the Belt 
given them in the Aforning by the GovE R

NOR ; and the Interpreter U'as ordcred tô 
return the Yo-hah. 

9:hen the GovE RN oR; in R eply, Jpoke as follows : 

I receive your Belt with great Kindnefs and 
Affeét:ion ; and as to what relates to the Govern
ments of Virginia and Jvfaryland, the honourable 
Commiffioners, now prefent, are ready to treat 
with you. I fhall only add, that the Goods for the 
Hundred Pounds Sterling, put into my I--Iar.ds by 
the Governor of Virginia, as a Token of his good 
D1fpofitions to prefèrve Friendiliip with you, are: 
now in Town, and ready to be delivered, in con
fequence of what was told you by Conrad Weije1~ 
when he was lail: at Ortandago. 

Then the Governor, turning to the Commiffioners 
of Virginia and Maryland, faid, Gentlemen, I have 
now finiihed what was incumbent npon me to fay 
by way of lntroduétion to the Indians; and as you 
have a full Authority from your refpeél:ive Govern
n1ents to treat with them1 I fhall leave the reft in
tirely to y ou, and either ft a y or withdra w, as y ou 
fhaJI think moft for your Service. 

The Commillioners faid, They were ali of Opi
nion, it would be for their Advantage that the Go· 
vernor fhould ftay with them ; and therefore they 
unanimouüy defired he would favour them with 
the Continuance of his Prefence whilfr they fhould 
be in Treaty with the Indians: Which his Honour 
faid he would at their Inftance very readily do, be
lieving it might expedite their Bufinefs, and pre
vent any J ealoufy the India1zs might co nee ive at his 
withdrawir.g. 

H 

97 
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'Ihe Commi.ffio1urs of Marylar.-d ordered the Interpre

ter to acquaint the Indians that the Government of 
Maryland was going to JPeak to them, and then 
fpoke as Jollow.s : 

Friend.s and Brethren of the united Six Nations, 

W e, who are deputed from the Government of 
Maryland by a Commiffion under the Great Seal of 
that PrDvince, now in our Hands (and whi.ch will 
be interpreted to you) bid you welcome;, and in 
Token that we are very glad to fee yon here as 
Brethren, we give you this String of vVampunl'. 

Upon which the Indians gave the Y o-hah. 

When the Governor of _"Maryland received the 
nrft Notice, about feven Yea.rs ago, of your Claim 
to forne Lands in that Province, he thought our 
good Friends and Brethren of the Six .LVations had 
little Reafon to complain of any Injury from Mary
land, and that they would be fo well convinced thcre
of, on farther Deliberation,. as he fhould hear no more 
of it; but you fpoke of that Matter again to the 
Governor of Penjylvania, about two Years fince, 
as if you defigned to terrify us. 

I t was very inconfiderately f:aid by y ou, th at y ou 
would do yourfelves J ufiice, by going to take Pa y
ment yourfèlves : Such an Attempt would have in
tirely diffolved the Chain of Friendfhip fubfifting, 
not only between us, but perhaps the other Englifh 
and you. 

We affure you, our People, who are numerous, 
courageous, and have Arms ready in their Hands, 
will not fuffer thcmfdves to be hur~ in their Lives 
and Eftates. 

But, however, the old and wife People of Mary
land immediately met in Council, and upon con
fidering very cooly your rafh Expreffions, agreed 
to invite thcir Brethren the Six Nations, to this 

Place, 
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Place, that they might learn of them what Right 
they have to the Land in Maryland, and, if they 
had any, to make them fon1è ·eafonable Compen-
fation for it; therefore the Governor of Maryland 
has fent us to meet and treat with you about this Af-
fair, and the brightening and ftrengthening the 
Chain which hath long fubfifted between us. And 
as an Earneft of our Sincerity and Good-wi11 to-
wards you, we prefent you with this Belt of Wam-
pum. 

On which the Indians gave the Yo-hah. 

Our Great King of ENGLAND, and his Subjeéts~ 
have always poffeffed the Province of Maryland 
free and undifturbed from any Claim of the Six 
Nations for above one hundred Years paft, and 
your not faying any thing to us before, convinces us 
vou thought you had no Pretence to any Lands in 
Maryland ; nor can we yet find out to what Lands~ 
or under what Title you make your Claim: For 
the Safquahannah Indians, by a Treaty above ninety 
Years fi nee ( which is on the Table, and will be in
terpreted to y ou) give, and yield to the Englijh Na
tien, their Heirs and Afiigns for ever, the greatefl: 
Part (if not ali) of the Lands we poffefs, fi·om Patux
ent River, on the W eftern, as well as from Choptank 
River, on the Eaftern Side of the Great .Bay of 
Chef!apeak. And, near Sixty Years ago, you ac
knowledged to the Governor of New-York at Al
bany, " That you had given your Lands, and fub
" mitted yourfelves to the King of Ent!and." 

W e are th at Great King's Subjeét:s, and we poffrfs 
and enjoy the Province of Mar)'land by Virtue of 
his Rignt and Sovereignty thereto; why, then, 
will you ftir up any ~arrel between yoù and our
fdves, who are as one i\1an, under the Protethon 
of that Great King ? 

H 2 We 
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We need not put you in mind of the Treaty 

(which we fuppofe you have had from your Fathers) 
made with the Province of Mar)'land near Seventy 
Years ago, and renewed and confirmed twice fince 
that time. 

By thefe Treaties we became Brethren ; we have 
always lived as fuch, and hope always to continue 
fo. 

We have this further to fay, th at altho~ we are 
not fatisfied of the J uftice of y our Claim to any 
Lands in Maryland, yet we are defirous of fhewing 
our Brotherly Kindnefs and AffeEtion, and to pre
vent (by any reafonable Way) every Mifundedland
ing between the Province of Maryland and you 
our Brethren of the Six 1-./ations. 

For this Purpofe we have brought hither a 
~antityof Goods for our Brethren the Six Nations, 
and whkh will be delivered you as foon as we ihall 
have received your Anfwer, and made fo bright 
and large a Fire as may burn pure and dear whilfl: 
the Sun and Moon fhall ihine. 

v 7 e have now freely and openly laid our Bof oms 
bare to you ; and th~t yeu may be the better con 4 

firmed of the Truth of our Hearts, we give you 
his Belt of \N ampum. 

lFhicb was rcceir::ed with the Yo-hah. 

#1ft er. a ii:t! 'I'lme Canaffatego fpoke as follows: 

Brother, the Go'Z:err.çr of Mary lan\ 
\Ve have heard what yeu have filid to us ; and~ 

as you have gone ba<+ to old 1 ime~, we cannoc 
give you an Anf\ver new, but fha11 take what you 
have faid into Con11deration, and, return you our 
Anfwer fame T'ime to Morrow. I-le tben fat down, 
and after fome Time he fiJoke ag.ain. 

'Bro/btr, 
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Brother, the Governor of M~rybnd, 

If you have made aily Enquiry into J;zJian Af 
fairs, you will know, th , t we ha v -: ah rays had our 
Guns, Hatcr. tts and K'"t rle~ me ded ~ hen ve . 
camt to fee our Brethrën . Brother Ona~, and the 
Goven or of York ?lways do this for us; and we 
give you this earl y Notice, th at we may _ t t e
by be delayed, being defirou ·, a!; well a3 T-~u, to 
giv~ ali Joffible Difpatch to tUC Bu lnefs to be tranf
.aéted between us. 

The Commiffion'" ·s of Firginia and Maryland 
faid, fince it was cufl:o1nary, they would give Or
ders to have every Thing belongir.g to them mend- · 
ed that .fhould want it. 

ln the CouR T-Hou sE at Lancafler, Jrme 26, 
1744, P. M. 

P R E SE N T, 

. The Honourable GEORGE r:I'HOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Honourab!e the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpr.eter. 

CANAS S A'.f E G 0 fpoke as follows: 

Brot ber, the Governor of Maryland, 

W I-I EN you invlted us to kindle a Council 
Fire with you, Conedogwainet was the Place 

agreed upon ; but afterwards you, by Brother Onas, 
upon fecond Thoughts, confidering that it would 
be difficult to get Provifions and other Accommo-

H 3 dations 

I 
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dations where there were but few Houfes or Inhabi
tants, defired we would meet our Brethren at La11-
cajler, and at his lnftances we very readily agreed 
to meet you here, and are glad of the Change ; for 
we have found Plenty of every thing ; anJ as 
Y efrerday you bid us wekome, and tol i us you 
were glad to fee us, we likewife affure you we 
are as glad to fee you; and, in Token of our 
Satisfaétion, we preiènt you with this String of 
~Vampum. 

U7bich was received with the ufual Cercmon)'. 

Brother, the Governor of Maryland, 
Y ou tell us, th at when about Seven Years ago you 

beard, by our Brother Onas, of our Claim to forne 
Lands in your Province, you took no N'otice of it, 
believing, as you fay, that when we fbould come to 
reconfider that Matter, we fhould find that we had 
no Right to make any Complaint of the Governor 
of Maryland, and would drop our Demand. And 
that when about two Years ago we mentioned it 
again to our Brother Onas, you fay we did it in fuch 
Terms as looked like a Defign to terrify you ; and 
you tell us further, that we mu ft be befide ourfelves, 
in ufing fuch a rafh Expreffion asto tell you, We 
know how to do ourfelves J ufiice if y ou ftill re
fufe. It is true we did fay fo, but without any ill 
Defign ; for we muft inferm you, that when we 
firft defired our Brothet Onas to ufe his Influence 
with you to procure us Satisfaél:ion for our Lands, 
we, at the fame time, defired him, in cafe you 
fhould difregard our Bemand, to write to the Great 
King beyond the Seas, who would own us for his 
Children as weil as you, to campel you to do us 
J uftice : And, two years ago, wh en we found that 
you had paid no Regard to our juft Demand, nor 
that Brother Onas had convey'd our Complaint to 
the Great King over the Seas, we were refolved to 

ufe 



FivE lNDIAN NATIONs, &c. 
ufe fuc1 E pr· m)nS as would make the greateit Im
preffions un your Minds, and we find it had its 
Effcél: ; for you tell us, " That your wife Men 
" held a Council together, and agreed to invite us, 
" and to enquire of our Right to any of your 
'' Lands, and if it 1hould be found that we had a 
"'' Right, we were to have a Con1penfation made 
" for them : And likewife you tell us, that ol:lr 
" Brocher, the Governor of Maryland, by the ad
" vice of thefe wife Men, has fent you to brighten 
" the Chai11, and to affure us of his Willingnefs to 
" .remov;e whatever impedes a good U nderftand
" ing between us." This !hews that your wife 
Men underftood our Expreffions in their true Senfe. 
W e had no Defign to terrify y ou, but to put y ou 
on doing us the J uftice you had fo long delayed. 
Y our wife Men have done well ; and as there is no 
Obftacle to a good U nderftanding between us, ex
cept this Affair of our Land, we, on our Parts, do 
g.ive you the ftrongeft Aifurances of our good Dif
pofition towards you, and that we are as defi rous as 
you to brighten the Chain, and to put away ali 

. Hindrances to a perfeét good U nderftanding; and~ 
in Token of our Sincerity, we give you this Belt 
of Wampum. 

Whicb was received, and the Interpreter or
Jered to give the Yo-hah. 

Brother, the Governor of Maryland, 

When you mentioned the Affair of the Land 
Y efterday, y ou went back to old Times, and told 
us, you bad been in Poffeffion of the Province of 
Maryland above One I-Iundred Years; but what is 
One Hundred Y ears in Comparifon of the Length 
of Time fince our Claim began? fince we came out 
of this Ground ? For we muft tell you, that long 
before One Hundred Years our Anceftors came out 
of this very Ground, and their Children have re ... 

H 4- mained 
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mained here evcr fince. You came out of the 
Ground in a Country that lies beyond the Seas: 
there you may have a juil: Claim, but here you muft 
allow us to be! your elder Brethren, and the L1nds 
to belong to u:; long before you knew any thing of 
them. It is tru<:>, that above One Hundred Year~ 
ago the Dutçb càme here in a Ship, and brought 
with them feveral Goods; fuch as Awls, Knives, 
Hatche t~, Guns, and many qther Particulars, which 
they gave us ; and when they had taught us how 
t~ ufe their Things, and we fc·nv what fort of Peo~ 
pie they were, we were fo weil pleafed with them, 
that we tied their Ship to the Bufhes on the Shore ; 
and afterwards, liking them ftill better the longer 
the 1 fiai cl with u~, and thinking the Bufhes too 
flender, we removed the Rope, and tied it to the 
Tr~es ; and as the Trees were liabJe to be blown, 
clown by high V\7 inds, or to decay of themfelves, 
we, from the Affection we bore them, again re
moved the Rope, and tied it to a !hong and big 
Rock [ here the Interpreter faid, 'Ihey mean thè 
0 1 d Country J and not content with this, for its 
fun tJer Security we removed the Rope to the big 
Mountain [ here the Interpreter fays they mean the. 
Onandago Country J and there we tied it very faft, 
and roll'd Wampum about it ; and, to make it 
ft ill more fecure, we ftood upon the W ampum, and 
fat down upon it, to defend ir, and to prevent any 
Huit coming to it, and did our beft Endeavour~ 
that it .night remain uninjured for ever. :puring aq 
this r.llLDe the N ew-comen:, the Dutch, acknow
ledger) our R.5ht to the Lands, and fol]icited us~ 
fron T ime to Time, to grant them Parts of our 
Country) and to enter into League and Coyenant 
~ith us, and to become one People with us. 

After this the E11glijh carne into the Country, 
~nd, ~s we were t ld, bec<lme one People with thè 
Dutch. _!\.bouc two Years after the Arrivai of the 

· - ~nfliJh~ 
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finglijh,an Englijh Governor came toAlbany, and find
ing what great Friendfhip fubfifted between us and 
the Dutch, he approved it mightily, and defired to 
make as ftrong a League, and to be upon as good 
Tenns with us as the Dutch were, with whom he 
was united, and to become one People with us : 
And by his further Care in Jooking into what had 
paffed between us, he found that the Rope which 
tied the Ship to the great Mountain was on1y faftened 
with W ampum, which was Hable to break and rot, 
and to penfh in a Courfe of Years ; he therefore 
told us, he would give us a Silver Chain, w hi ch 
would be much ftronger, and wou]d laft for ever. 
This we accepted, and failened the Ship with it, 
and it has laH:ed evcr flnce. Indeed we have had 
fom e fmall D ifft>renct·s with the Eïtglijh, and, during 
~hefe Mifundcrftandings, fame of rheir young Men 
woulcl, by way of R cproach, be every now and 

· th en telling us, that we fhould have periihed if they 
h;l.d not come into the Country and furnifhed us 
with Strowds and IIatchets, and Guns, and other 
Things neceifary for the Support of Life; but we 
nlways gave them to underftand that they were 
111ifi:aken, that we lived before they came amongft 
us, and as weil, or better, if wc may believe what 
our Forefathers have told us. Wc had then Room 
cnough, and Plenty of Deer, which was eafily 
caught; and tho' we had not Knives, He1tchets, or 
Guns, fuch a<; we have now, yet we had Kni res of 
Stone, and Hatchets of Stone, ar1d Bows :md Ar
rows, and thofe ferved our Ufes as weil thcn as the 
Englijh one~ do no w. W e are now ftraitened, and 
fometimes in want of Deer, and liable to many 
other Inconveniencies fince tbe Engl~fh came among 
us, and particularly from that Pen-and-Ink VVork 
that is going on at the T able (poi;zting to the Secre
~ary) and we will give you an Infrance of this. 
, ur Brother Oilas, a gïcat ~hile ago, came to 

.lilbartJ 
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Albany to buy the Safquahannah Lands of us, but 
our Brother the Govanor of N e·n' r, .. l . f~ t10, as 
we fuppofe, had not a good Unddtan-Jing With our 
Brother Onas, advifed us not to fell him any Land, 
for he would make an iH Ufe of it ; and, pretend .. 
ing to be our good Friend, he advifed us, in arder 
to prevent Onas's, or any ether Perfon's impofing 
upon us, and chat we tnight always have our Land 
when we fhould want ir, to put it into his Hands; 
and told us, he wou Id keep it for our U fe, and 
never open his Ilands, but keep them clofe ihut, 
and not part with any of it, but at our Requeil:. 
Accordingly we trufred him, and put our Land 
into his Hands, and charged him to keep it fafe 
for our Ufe; but, fame Time after, he went to 
E;zgland, and carried our Land with hi rn, and there 
iold it to our Brother Onas for a Jarge Sum of 
Money; and when, at the Infrance of our Brother 
01zas, we were minded to fell hi rn forne Lands, he 
toJd us we had fold the Safquahannah Lands already 
to the Governor of New-York, and that he had 
bought them from him it1 England; tho', wh en he 
came to underftand how the Governor of New-York 
had deceived us, he very generoufly paid us for our 
l.~ands over again. 

Tho' we mention this Inftance of an Impofition 
put upon us by the Governor of New-York, yet we 
1nuft do the Englijh the Jufi:ice to fay, we have had 
their hearty Affiftances in our Wars with the French, 
who were no fooner arrived amongft us than they 
began to render us uneafy, and to provoke us to 
W ar, and we had fe veral Wars with them; during 
ali which we confi:antly received Affifi:ance from 
the Englijh, and, by their Means, we have always 
been able to keep up our Heads againft their 
Attacks. 

vVe now come nearer home. W e have had your 
Deeds interpreted co us, and we acknowledge them 

to 



FIVE lNDIAN NATIONs, &c. 
to be good and valid, and that the Coneflogoe or 
Safquahamzab Indians had a Right to fell thofe Lands 
to y ou, for they were th en theirs ; but fince that Ti me 
we have conquered them, and their Country now 
belongs tous, and the Lands we demanded Satis
faB:ion for are no Part of the Lands comprized in 
thofe Deeds ; they are the* Cohongorontas Lands ; 
thofe, we are fure, you have not polfeiTed One 
Hundred Y ears, no, nor above Ten Y ears, and 
we made our Demands fo foon as we knew your 
People were fettled in thofe Parts. Thefe have 
never been fold, but remain ftill to be difpofed of; 
and we are well pleafed to hear you are provided 
with Goods, and do affure you of our \Villingnefs 
to treat with you for thofe unpurchafed Lands ; in 
Confirmation whereof, we prefent you with this 
Belt of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ttfual Cerem01Jies. 

CANAS SA !J' E G 0 added, th at as the three 
Governors of Virginia, Maryland, and Puzjylvania, 
had divided the Lands among them, they could 
not, for this Reafon, tell how much each had aot, 
nor were they concerned about it, fo that they ;ere 
paid by ail the Governors for the feveral Parts each 
poffeffed, and this they left to their Honour and 
Juftice. 

* Cohongoro1ttas, i. € . Potoma(k. 

In 
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In the CouRT-HousE at Lancafler, Ju~te 27, 
1744, .A. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GE 0 R GE Cf' l-1 0 M .AS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Pirginia. 

The Honourable ttle Commiffioners of lvtarylmrd. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

'ilhe Comrnijjioners of Virginia ordered the Interpreter 
to let the Indians know the Government of Virginia 
was going to /peak to them, and then they jpok~ 
as fol/ows: 

Sachems and !Varriors of the Six United Nations, 
our Friends and Brethren, 

A T our Defire the Governor of Pe;tjylvania 
invited you to this Council Fire ; we have 

waited a long Time for you, but now you are come, 
you are heartily welcome ; we are very glad to fee 
you ; we give you this String of Wampum. 

fflhich was received with tbeir ufual Approbation. 

Bretbren, 
In the Year I 7 3 6, four of your Sachems wrote 

a Letter to James Logan, Efq; then Prdiident of 
Penfylvania, to let the Governor of Virgi11ia know 

.. that you expec'ted fome Confideration for Lands in 
the Occupation of forne of the People of Virginia. 
U pon feeing a Copy of this Letter, the Governor, 
with the Council of J7irginia, took forne Time to 
<:onfider of it. They found, on looking into the 

· olq 



FivE lNDIAN NATIONS, &c. 
oid Treaties, that you had given up your Lands to 
the Great King, who has had Poffeffion of Virginit~ 
above One Hundred and Sixty Years, and under 
that Great King the Inhabitants of Virginia hold 
their Land, fo they thought there might be forne 
Miftake. 

Wherefore they defi red the G overnor of }lew
York to enquire of you about it. l-Ie fe nt his Inter
preter to you in May, 1743, who laid this before 
you at a Council held at Onandago, to which you 
anfwer, " l'hat if you had any Demand or Pre
'' tenfions on the Governor of Virginia any way ~ 
" you 1Voulcl have made it known to the Governor 
" of New-York." This correfponds with what 
you have faid to Governor 'I'homas, in the Treaty 
mad~ with him at Philadelphia in July, 1742 ; for 
then you only make your CJaim to Lands in the 
Government of Maryland. 

W e are fo well pleafed with this good Faith of 
you our Brethren of the Six Nations, and your Re
gard to the Treaties made with Virginia, that we 
are ready to hear you on the Subjeél: of your Me.ffage 
eight years fince. · 

Tell us what Nations of Indians you conguered 
any Lands from in Virginia, how long it is fince, 
and what Poffdfion you have had ; and if it does 
appcar, that there is any L:md on the Borders of 
Virginia that the Six Nations have a Right to, we 
are willing to 1nake you Satisfaétion. 

'I'hen laid down a String of Wampum, whicb 
~was accepted with the ujùal Ceremony, and 
then added, 

W e have a Cheft of new Goods, and the Key is 
in our Pockets. Y ou are our Brethren ; the Great 
King is our common Father, and we will live with 
you, as Children ought to do, in Peace and Love. 

Vle 
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W e will righten the Chain, and ftrengthen the 

Union between us; fo that we fhall never be divid
ed, but remain Friends and Brethren as long as the 
Sun gives L ight; in Confirmation whereof, we give 
y ou this Belt of Vv'!" am pu m. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Cf ACHANOON'IIA replied: 

Brotht r Affaragoa, 

y· ou have made a good Speech to us, which is 
very agreeable, and tor which we return you our 
Thanks. W e !hall be able to give y ou an Anf wer 
to every Part of it fome Time this Afternoon, and 
we will let you know when we are ready. 

In the CouR T-Hou sE at Lancajfer, June 27, 
1744, P. M. 

PRESENT, 

TheHonourableGEORGE 'IHOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The l-Ionourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The I-Ionourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six }lations. 

Conred Weifer, Interpreter. 

crACH .. 1 N 0 0 J.VJ' 1 A fpoke as follows .~ 

Brother AffaragoJ, 

S I N CE you have joined with the Governor of 
lvl aryland and Brother Onas in kindling this 

Fire, we crlad1y acknowledge thr: Pleafure we have 
in feeing yr::;u here, and obftrving y our good Difpo-

fitions 
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fitions as wfll to confirm the Treaties of Friend
fhip, as to enter into further Contraél:s about Land 
with us; and, in Token of our Satisfaétion, we 
prefent you with this String of Wampum. 

Whicb was ·recei·ved with the ujual Ceremonies.. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

In your Speech this Morning you were pleafed to 
fay we had wrote a Letter to James Logan, about 
fev~n Years ago, to demand a Confideration for our 
Lands in the Poffeffion of forne of the Virginians ; 
that you held them under the Great King for up
wards of One Hundred and Sixty Y ears, and that 
we bad already given up our ~ight; and chat there
fore you bad defired the Governor of New-York to 
fend his Interpreter co us bfc Y ear to Onandagu, 
which he did ; and~ as you fay,. we in Council at 
Onandago did declare, th at we had no Demand u pon 
you for Lands, and that if we had any Pretenfions, 
we fhould have made them known to the Governor 
of New-York ; and likewife y ou defi re to. know if 
we have any Right to the Virginia Lands, and that 
we will make fuch Right appear, and tell you 
what Nations of lndians we conquered thofe Lands 
from. 

Now we anfwer, vVe have the Right ofConquefr, 
a Right too dearly purchafed, and which coft us too 
much BJood, to give up without any Reafon at ali, 
as you fay we have done ~t Alba11y; but we ihould 
be obliged to y ou, if y ou would let us fee the Letter, 
and inform us who was the Interpreter, and whofe 
Names are put to that Letter; for as the whole 
Tranfaél:ion cannot be above a ·Year's fianding, it 
muft be freih in every Body's Memory, and forne 
of our Council would eaGly remember it ; but we 
affure you, and are well ~ble to prove, that neither 
we, nor any Part of u~, have tver relinquifhed our 
Righr, or ever gave fuch an Anfwcr as you 1~ty is 

- mentiontd 
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mentioned in your Lettt r. Could we, fo few Y ears 
ago, make a formai Demand, by James Logan, and 
not be fenfible of our Right ? And hath any thing 
happened fince that Time to make us Jefs fenfible? 
No ; and as this Matter can be eafily cleared up, 
we are anxious it fhould be done; for we are pofitive 
no fuch thing was ever mentioned tous at Onandago, 
nor any where elfe. AH the World knows we con
quered the feveral Nations living on Safquahannah, 
Cohongoronta, and on the Back of the Great 
Mountains in Pirginia ; the Conoy-uch-Juch-roona, 
Coch-;zow-was-roor;an, Cf'ohoa-irough-roonan, and 
Connutfkin-ough-roonaw, feel the Effeél:s of our Con
quefts, being now a Part of our Nations, and the ir 
Lands at at our Dif pofal. W e know very well, it 
it hath often been faid by the Virginians, that the 
Great King of EN GLAND, and the People of that 
Colony, conquered the Indians who lived there, 
but it is not true. V{ e will allow they have con~ 
quered the Sachdagughroonaw, and drove back the 
'Iufcqrroraws, and that they have, on that Account, 
a Right to forne Part of Virginia; but as to what 
lies beyond the Mountains, we conquered the Na
tions refiding there, and that Land, if the Virgi· 
ni ans ever geta good Right toit, it muft be by us; 
and in Tefhmony of the Truth of our Anfwer to 
this Part of your Speech, we give you this String 
of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

W e have given y ou a full Anf wer to the firft 
Part of your Speech, which we hope will be fatis
faétory. We are glad to hear you have brought 
with you a big Cheft of new Goods, and that you 
11ave the Key in y our Pockets. vVe do not doubt 
but we .!hall have a good U nderfi:anding in ail Points,. 
and come to an Agreement with you. 

We 
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We !hall open ali our Hearts to you:s that you may 
know every thing in them ; we will hide nothing 
from you ; a!1d we hope, if there be any thing ftill 
remaining in y out Breaft th at may occafion any Dif
pute betWeen us, you will take the Oppor unity to 
unbofom your Hearts, and lay them open to U3, 

that henceforth there may be no Dtrt, nor any 
other Obftacle in the Road between us ;' and in 
',(oken of our hearty Wi!hes to brihg about fo gobd , 
an Harmony, we prefent you with this Belt of 
Wampum. 

Which was received with t.be ufual Geremony. 

- Brother Affaragoa, 
We muft now tell you what Moilntains we mean 

that we fay are the Boundaries between you and us; 
Y ou may remember, that about twenty Years aga 
you had a Treaty with us at Albany, when you took 
a Belt of Wampum; and made a Fence with iton 
the Middle of the Hill, and told us, that if any of 
the W arriors of the Six Nations came on y our Si de 
of the Middle of the Hill, you wàuld hang them • 
and you gave us Liberty to do the fame with any 
of your People who !hould be found on our Side of , 
the Middle of the Hill. This is the Hill we mean, ana 
we delire that: Treaty may be now confirmed. After 
we le ft Albany, we brought our Road a great dea! 
more to the W eft, that we might corn ply with y our 
Propofal ; but, tho' ir was of your own making, 
your People never obferved it, but came and lived 
on our Side of the Hill, which we don;t bJarne you 
for, as y ou live at a great Diftance, near the Seas, 
anci cannot be thought to know what your People 
do in the Back-parts : And on their fettling, con
trary to your own Propofal; on our new Rùad, it 
fell out that our \Varriors did forne I-Iurt to yout 
People's Cattle, of which a Complaint was made, 
and tranfmitted to us by our Brother Onas; and we, 

I ~ 
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at his Requefr, altered the Road again, and brought 
it to the the Foot of the Great Mountain, where 
it now is ; and it is impoffible for us to remove it 
any further to the Weft, thofe Parts of the Country 
being abfolutely impaffable by either Man or 
Beaft. 

W e had not been long in the U fe of this new 
Road before your People came, like Flocks of Birds, 
and fat clown on both Sides of it, and yet we never 
made a Complaint to you, tho' you muft be fenfible 
thofe Things muft have been one by your People 
in manifeft Breach of your own Propofal made at 
Albany ; and therefore, as we are now opening our 
Hearts to you, we cannot avoid complaining, and 
defire ali thefe Affairs may be fettled, and that you 
may be ftronger induced to do us J uftice for what is 
paft, and to come to a thorough Settlement for the 
future, we, in the Prefence of the Governor of 
Maryland, and Brother Onas, prefent you with this 
Belt of W ampum. 

Which was received with the ufua! Ceremony. 

'1hen Tachanoontia added : 
#-l'hat he forgot to fay, that the Affair of the Road 

muft be looked upon as a Preliminary to be fettled 
before the Grant of Lands; and, faid he, either the 
Virginia People muft be obliged to remove more 
Eafterly, or, if they are permitted to ftay, our 
W arriors, marching that W a y to the South
ward, 1hall go Sharers with them in what they 
plant. 

In 
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In the Cou R T-Ho u s 'E at Lancafler~ June 2 8, 
1744. A. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GEORGE <J'HO MAS, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Pirginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 
The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

The GovERNOR fpoke as follows. 

Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

1 .A..m always forry when any thing happens that 
may crea te the 1eaft U neafinefs between us ~ but 

as we are mutually engaged to keep the Road be
tween us clear and open, and to remove every Ob
ftruél:ion that may lie in the W a y, I muft inform 
you, that three of the Delaware Indians lately 
murdered 'John Armftrong, an Indian Trader, and 
his two Men, in a moft barbarous Manner, as he 
was travelling to.Allegheny, and frole his Goods of a 
confiderab1e Value. Shick Calanry, and the Indians 
fettled at Shamokin, did well ; they feized two of 
the Murderers, and fent them down to our Settle
ments; but the lndians, who bad the Charge of 
them, afterwards fuffered one of thetn to efcape, 
on a Pretence that he was not concerned in the 
bloody Deed ; the other is now in Philadelphia 
Goal. By our Law all the Acceffaries to a Murder 
are to be tried, and put to Death, as well as the 
Perfon who gave the deadly W ound. If they con
fented to ir, encouraged it, or any ways aŒfted in 
it they are to be put to Death, and it is juft it 

1 z fhould 
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1hould be fo. If, upon Tria], the Perfons prefent 
at the Murder are found not to have clone any of 
thefe Things, they are fet at Liberty. Two of our 
People were, not many Y ears a go, publickly put 
to Dea th for killing two Indians ; we therefore ex
peél: you will take the moft effeét:ual Meaiures to 
feize and deliver up tous the other two Indians pre
fent at thefe Murders, to be tried with the Princi
pal now in Cufl:ody. If it 1hall appear, upon their 
Trial, that they were not advifing, or any way 
affifting in this horrid Fatt, they will be acquitted, 
and fent home to their Towns. And that you may 
be fatisfied no Injufi:ice will be clone to them, I do 
now invite you to depute three or four Jndians to 
be prefent at their Trials. I do likewife expeét that 
you will arder ftritt Search to be made for the Re
mainder of the ftoien Goods, that they may be re
ftored to the Wife and Children of the Deceafed. 
That what 1 have faid may have its due Weight 
with you, 1 give you this String of Wampum. 

Which was accepted with the Yo-hah. 

The Governor afterwards ordered the Interpreter 
to tell them, he expeéted a very full Anfwer from 
them, and that they might take their own Time to 
give it ; for he did not defire to interfere with the 
Bufinefs of l/irginia and Maryland. 

They faid they would take it into Confideration, 
and give a full Anfwer. 

Then the Commiilioners of ]/irginia let them 
know, by the Interpreter, that they would fpeak 
to them in the Afternoon. 

In 
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In the CouRT-Hou sE Chamber at Lmzcafltr, 
June 28, 1744, P. M 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable the Commiffioncrs of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six 1Vations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

The Commijjiouers defired the Interpreter to tell the 
Indians they 1.vere goùzg to fpeak to them. Mr. 
Weifer acquainted them herewt"th. .After which 
the faid Çommi./Jioners fpoke as follows: 

Our good Friends and Brethren, the Six united 
Nations, 

W E have confidered what you fa id concerning 
your Title to forne Lands now in our Pro. 

vince, and alfo of the Place where they lie. AJtho• 
we cannot admit your Right, yet we are fo refolved 
to live in Brotherly Love and Affeél:ion with the 
Six Nations, that upon y our giving us a Releafe in 
W ri ting of ali your Claim to any Lands in Mary
land, we !hall make y ou a Corn pen fation to the 
Value of Three- H und red Pounds Currency, for 
the Payment of Part whereof we have brought forne 
Goods, and !hall make up the reft in what Manner 
you think fit. 

As we in tend to fay fomething to you about our 
Chain of Friendlhip after this Affair of the Land is 
fettled, we defire yeu will now examine the Goods, 
and make an End of this Matter. 

W e will not omit acquainting our good Friends 
the Six Nations, that notwithftanding we are likely 
to come to an Agreement about your Claim of 
Lands, yet your Brethren of Maryland look on you 
ta be ~s one Soul and one Body with themfelves; 

1 3 ~nd 
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and as a bread Road will be made between us, we 
.fhall al ways be defirous of keeping it clear, that we 
may, from T1me to Time, take care that the Links 
of our Friendfhip be not rufted. In Teftimony 
that our W ords and our Hearts agree, we gi ve y ou 
this Belt of Wampum. 

On prefe1lti1lg of which the Indians gave the 
ufual Cry of Approbation. 

Mr. lf7eifer acquaintcd the Indians, they might 
now look over the feveral Goods placed on a Table 

. in the Ch amber for that Purpofe ; and the honourable 
Commiffioners bid hi rn tell them, if they difiiked any 
of the Goods, or, if they were damaged, the Corn· 
miffioners would put a lefs Priee on fuch as were 
either difiiked or damnified. 

The Indians having viewed and examined the 
Goods, and feeming di.ffatisfied at the Priee and 
Worth of them, required Time to go clown into 
the Court-Houfe, in arder for a Confultation to be 
had by the Chiefs of them concerning the faid 
Goods, and likewife that the Interpreter might re
tire with them, which he did. Accordingly they 
went clown into the Court· Houfe, and foon after 
returned again into the Chamber. 

Mr. Weifer fat clown among the Indians, and dif. 
courfed them about the Goods, and in forne ihort 
Time after they chofe the following from among the 
others, and the Priee agreed to be given for them 
by the Six Nations was, viz. 

Four Pieces of Strowds, at 71. 
Two Pieces Ditto, 5 l. 
Two Hundred Shirts, 
Three Pieces Half-Thicks, 
Three Pieces Duffie Blankets, at 7 l. 
One Piece Ditto, 
Forty Seven Guns, at 1 /. 6 s. 

l. s. d. 
28 00 00 

10 00 00 

63 12 00 

li 00 00 

2 I 00 00 

6 10 00 

61 02 00 
One 
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l. s. d. 

One Pound of V ermillion, 00 18 00 

One Thoufand Flints, 00 18 00 

Four D:>zen J ews Harps, ~ 00 14 00 
Onp Dozen Boxes, 00 1 00 

One Hundred Two Quarters Bar-Lead, 3 00 00 

T~vo ~arters Shot, - 1 00 00 

Two Half-Barrels of Gun-Powder, 13 00 00 

220 15 00 

Penfylvannia Currency. 
When the Indians had agreed to take thefe Goods 

at the Rates above fpecified, they informed the In
terpreter, that they would give an Anfwer to the 
Speech made to them this Morning by the honour
able the Corn miffioners of Maryland, but did not 
exprefs the Time when fuch Anfwer fhould be made. 
At 12 o'Clock the Commiffioners departed the 
Cham ber. 

ln the CouR T-Hoys E at Lancajler, ]une 28, 
1744. P. M. 

PRESENT, 
The Honourable GEORGE THOMAS, Efq; 

Governor, &c. 
The Honourable the Commiffioners of Yirginia. 
The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 
The Deputies of the Six Natio;u. 
Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

'l'he Commi./}îoners of Virginia dejired the Interpreter 
to let the Indians know, that their Brother Aifa
ragoa was now going to give his Reply to t heir 
Anfwer to his firjJ Speech, delivered them the Day 
oefore in the Forenoon. 

Sachems and Warriors of the united Six N arions, 

W E are now come to anfwer what you faid to 
U! Yefterday, fince what we faid to you 

1 4 before 
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before on the Part of the Great King, our Fathcr, 
has not been fatisfaétory. Y ou have go ne into old 
Times, and fo muft we. It is tme tbat the Great 
King holds Virginia by Right of Conqueft, and 
~he Bounds of that Conquefi: to the W eftward is 
the Great Sea. 

If the Si~ Nations have made any Conqueft over 
Indians thar may at any Time have lived on the 
Vv-eft-fide of the Great J\1ountains of Virginia, yet 
rhey never poffeifed any Lands there that we have 
cver heard of. That Part was altogether deferted, 
and free for any People to enter upon, as the Peo
ple of Virgùûa have donr, by Order of the Great 
King, very juftly, as well by ancient Right, as by 
its being freed from the Poffeffion of any other, and 
from any Claim even of you the Six Nations, our 
Brethren, pntil within thefe eight Years. The firft 
Treaty between the Great King, in Behalf of his 
Subjeé1:s of Virginia, and you, that we can find, 
was made at Albany, by Colonel Henry Courfey, 
Seventy Years fince ; this was a Treaty of Friend
fhip, when the firft Covenant Chain was made, 
when we and you became Brethren. 

The next Treaty was alfo at _Albany, above Fifty
eight Years ago, by the Lord Howard, Governor 
pf Virginia ; then you declared yourfelves Subjeéts to 
the Great King, our Father, and gave up to him 
all your Lands for his Proteétion. This you own 
in a Treaty made by the Governor of New-York 
with y ou at the fame Place in the Y ear 1 6 8 7, anci 
y ou exprefs yourfelf in thefe W ords, " Brethren, 
'' you tell us the King of Englan4 is a very great 
~' King, and why fhould not you join with us in a 
~' very juft Caufe, when the French join with our 
~' Enemies in an unjuft Caufe? 0 Brethren, we 
~' fee the Reafon of this ; for the French would 
~' fain kill us a111 and when that is done, they 
H wo~ld carry a~1 ~he ~çayer TradÇ. ~o Canada, and 

· · ~~ the ... - ~ ..... . 
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" the Great King of EN GLAND would lofe the 
" Land likewife; and therefore, 0 Great Sachem, 
!>' beyond the Great Lakes, awake, and fuffer not 
" thofe poor Indians, that have given themfelves 
'' and their Lands und er your Proteétion, to be de
" frroyed by the French without a Caufe.'' 

Trie laft Treaty we fhall fpeak to you aboutis th at 
made at Albany by Governor Spotfwood, which you 
have not recited as it is : For the white People, 
your Brethren of Virginia, are, in no Article of 
th at Treaty, prohibited to pafs, and fettle to the 
W efiward of the Great Mountains. It is the ln· 
dians, tributary to Virginia, that are reftrained, as 
you and your tributary l11dians are from paffing to 
the Eaftward of the fJme Mountains, or to the 
Sourhward of Cohongorooton, and you agree to this 
Article in thefe Words; " That the Great River 
" of Potowmack, and the high Ridge of Moun
" tains, which extend all along the Frontiers of 
" Virginia to the Weftward of the prefent Settle
" ments of that Colon y, !hall be for ever the efta
" blifhed Bounàaries between the Indians fubjeél: 
" to the Dominions of Virginia, and the Indians 
" belonging to ançl depending on the Pive Nati
" ons ; fo that ncither our Jndians fhall on any Pre
" tence whatfoever, pafs to Northward or Weft
" ward of the faid Boundaries, without having to 
" produce a Paffport und er the Ha nd and Se al of the 
" Governor or Commander in Chief of Virginia ; 
" nor your India11s topais to the South ward or Eaft
" ward of the faid Boundaries, without a Paifport 
" in like Manner from the Governor or Comman
" der in Chief of New-York." 

And what Right can you have to Lands that 
you have no Right to walk upon, but upon certain 
Conditions? lt is true, you have not obferved this 
f~rç of çhe 'freaty, and your Brçthren of Virginia 

have 
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have not infifted upon it with a due Striél:nefs, 
which has occafioned forne Mifchief. 

This Treaty has been fent to the Governor of 
Virginia by Order of the Great King, and is what 
we muft rely on, and, being in W ri ting, is more 
certain th an y our Me mory. Th at is the Way the 
white People have of preferving Tranfaétions of 
every Kind, and tranfmitting them clown to their 
Childrens Children for ever, and ail Difputes among 
them are fettled by this faithful kind of Evidence, 
and muft be the Rule between the Great King and 
you. This Treaty y our Sachems and W arriors fign
ed forne Y ears after the fame Governor Spotfwood, 
in the Right of the Great King, had ben. , ith 
forne People of Virginia, in Pofieffion of thefe very 
Lands, which you have fet up your late Claim 
to. 

The Commiffioners for lndian Affairs at Albany 
gave the Account we mentioned to you Y efterday to 
the Governor of New-York, and he fent it to the 
Governor of Virginia; their Names will be given 
y ou by the Interpreter. 

Èrethren, 
This Difpute is not between Virginia and you; it is 

fettingup your Right againft the Great King, under 
whofe Grants the People you corn plain of are fettled. 
Nothing but a Command from the Great King can 
remove them ; they are too powerful to be removed 
by any Force of you, our Brethrcn; and the Great 
King, as our common Father, will do equal Juftice 
to aH his Children ; wherefore we do believe they 
will be confirmed m their Poffeffions. 

As to the Road you mention, we intended to 
prevent any Occafion for it, by making a Peace be
tween you and the Southern Indians, a few Years 
fince, at a confiderable Expence to our Great King, 
which you confirmed at Albany. It feems, by your 

being 
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being at W ar with the Catawbas, that it has not 
been long kept between you. 

However, if you defire a Raad, we will agree 
to one on the Terms of the Treaty you made with 
Colonel Spotfwood, and your People, behaving 
themfelves orderly like Friends and Brethren, fhall 
be ufed in their Paifage through Virginia with the 
fame Kindnefs as they are when they pafs through 
the Lands of y our Brother Onas. This we hope,. 
will be agreed to by you our Brethren, and we will 
a bide by the Promife made to y ou Y efterday. 

We may proceed to fettle what we are to give 
you for any Right you m'ay have, or have had to 
ali the Lands to the South ward and W eftward of the 
Lands of your Brother the Governor of Maryland, 
and of your Brother Onas; tho' we are informed 
that the Southern Indians daim thefe very Lands 
that you do. 

W e are defi rous to live with you, our Brethren, 
according to the old Chain of Friendfhip, to fettle 
all thefe Matters fairly and honeftly ; and, as a 
Pledge of our Sincerity, we give y ou this Belt of 
Wampum. 

Which was received witb the ufual Ceremony. 

In 
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In the CouRT-Hou sE C 1amber at Lancafler, 
June zg, 1744, A. M. ~ 

PRESENT, 
The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 
T'he Deputies of the Six Nations. 
Conrad Weiftr, interpreter. 

Mr. Weifer informed the honour able Commi/fioners, 
that the Indians were ready to give their .Anfv. cr to 
the Speech made to them here reJlerda)' ltdr;r , _ 
ing by the Commijjioners ; whereupon Canafi2tcgo 
fpoke as follorws, looking on a Deal-board, where 
·were Jo me black Lin es, defcribing 1 he Courfes of 
Potowmack and Safquahanna : 

Brcthren, 

Y ES TE RD A Y y ou f p<Yke to tJs concerning 
the Lands on this Side Potowmack River, and 

as we have deliberateJy confidered wh~t you faid to 
us on that Matter, w.e are now very ready to fettle 
the Bounds of fuch Lands, and releafè our Right 
and Claim thereto. 

W e are willing to renounce all Right to Lord 
Baltimore of aH tho fe Lands lying two Miles above 
the uppermoft Fork of Potowmack or Cohongoruton 
River, near which 'rhomas Cref!ap has a hunting or 
trading Cabin, by a North-line, to the Bounds of 

. Penj)'lvania. But in cafe fuch Limits fhall not in-
_clude every Settlement or Inhabitant of Mar)'lan.,'t 
then fuch other Lines and Courfes, from the faid two 
l\1iles above the Forks, to the outermofi: Inhabi
tants or Settlements, as ihall incJude every SettJe .. 
tnent and Jnhabitant in Maryland, and from thence, 
by a North-1ine, to the Bounds of Penfylvannia, 
fhall be the Limits. And further, If any People 
already have, or fhall fettle beyond the Lands now 
defcribed and bounded, they fhall enjoy the fame 
free from any Difiurbance whatever, and we do, and 

.(hall 
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!hall accept thefe People for our Brethren, and as 
fk)ch always treat them. 
· We earneftly defire to Jive with you as Brethren, 
and hope you will !hew us ali Brotherl_y Kindnefs ;. 
in Tcken whereof, we prefent you wah a BeJt ot 
Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 
Saon after the Commiffioners and Indians departed 

fron1 the Court-Houfe Chamber. 

In the CouRT-Hou sE Chamberat Lan cafter, 
June 30, 1744, A. M. 

PRESENT, 
The Honourab1e the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 
Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

Gachradodow, Speaker for the Indians, in anfwer 
to the Commijfùmers Speech at the laft Meeting, 
with a ftrtnzg Voice, and proptr Atiion, JPoke as 
follows: 

Bro th er A ffaragoa, 

~ . H E W orld at the firft was made on the 
other Side of the Great W ater different from 

what it is on this Side, as may be known from the. 
different Colours of our Skin, and of our Fle.fh, 
and th at which you call ] uftice may not be fo 
amongft us ; you have your Laws and Cuftoms, 

· and fo have we. The Great King might fend you 
over to conquer the Indians, but it looks tous that 
God did not approve of it; if he had, he would 
not have placed the Sea where it is, as the Limits 
between us and you. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

1 ·ho' great Things are weil remembered among 
us, yet we don't remember that we were ever con-

quertd 
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quered by the Great King, or that we have been 
ernployed by that Great King to conquer others ; 
if it was fo, it is beyond our Memory. We do re
mernber we were employed by Maryland to conquer 
the Cone;1ogoes, and that the fecond tirne we were 
at W ar with them, we carried them ali off. 

Brother Affaragoa, 
Y ou cbarge us with not aél::ing agreeab1e to our 

Peace with the Catawbas, we will repeat to you 
truly what was clone. The Governor of New-York, 
at Alban_y, in Behalf of Ajfaragoa, gave us feveral 
Belts of Wampum from the Cherikees and Cata'wbas, 
and we agreed to a Peace, if tho fe Nations would 
fend forne of their great Men to us to confirm it 
Face to Face, and that they would trade with us ; 
and defired that they would appoint a Time to meet 
at Alb,·my for that Purpofe, but they never came. 

Brother Afiâragoa, 
We then defired a Letter might be fent to the 

Catawbas and Cherikees, to defire them to come 
and confirm the Peace. lt was long be fore an An
fwer came; but we met the Cherikees, and confirmed 
the Peace, and f.ènt forne of our People to take 
care of them, until they returned to their own 
Country. 

1~he Catawbas refufed to come, and fent us 
word, That we were but W omen, th at they were 
Men, and double Men, that they could make 
Women of us, and would be always at War with 
us. 'They are a deceitful People. Our Brother A.f!a
ragoa is deceived by them ; we don't blame him for 
it, but are forry he is fo deceived. 

Brothe·r Affaragoa, 
We have confirmed the Peace with the Cherikees, 

but not with the Catawbas. They have been trea· 
cherous, 

4 
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cherous, and know it ; fo that the W ar muft con-
tinue till one of us is deftroyed. This we think pro-
per to tell you, that you may not be troubled at 
what we do to the Catawbas. 

Brotber Affaragoa, 
W e will now fpeak to the Point between us. 

Y ou fay you will agree with us as to the Road ; 
we defire that may be the Road which was 
laft made (the Waggon-Road.) lt is always, a 
Cuftom among Brethren or Strangers to ufe each 
other kindly; you have fome very ill-natured Peo
ple living up there ; fo that we defire the Perfons in 
Power may know that we are to have refonable 
Viétuals when we are in want. 

Y ou know very wel1, when the white People 
came firft here they were poor ; but now they 
have got our Lands, and are by them become 
rich, and we are now poor; what little we have 
had for the Land goes foon away, but the 
Land lafts for ever. You told us you had 
brought with you a Cheft of Goods, and that 
you have the Key in your Pockets ; but we 
have never feen the Cheft, nor the Goods that 
are faid to be in it; it may be fmall, and the 
Goods few ; we want to fee them, and are de
firous to come to forne Conclufion. W e have 
been fieeping here thefe ten Days paft, and have 
not clone any thing to the Purpofe. 

The Commiffioners told them they 1hould fee 
the Goods on M~nday. 

In 
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In the CouR T-Hou 5 E at Lan cafter, June 3o, 
1744-, P. M 

PRES EN T, 

The Honourable GE 0 R GE 'f H 0 MAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable Commiffioner of Firginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of J..1ar)'land. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad 1Yeifer, Interpreter. 

HE three Governments entertained the ln· 
dians, and ali the Gentlemen in Town, with 

a handfome Dinner. The Six Nations, in their 
Order) having returned Thanks with the ufual So
lemnity of To-ha-han, the Interpreter informed the 
Governor and the Commiffioners, that as the Lord 
Proprietor and Governor of Maryland was not 
known to th\! Indians by any particular N ame, 
they had agreed, in Councii, to take the firft Op
portunity of a large Company to prefent him with 
one ; and as this with them is deemed a Matter of 
great Confequence, and attended with Abundance 
of Form, the feveral Nations had drawn Lots for 
the Performance of the Ceremony, and the Lot 
falling on the Cayogo Nation, they had chofen 
Gachradodow, one of their Chiefs, to be their 
Speaker, and he defired Leave to begin ; which 
being given, he-, on an elevated Part of the Court
Houfe-, with all the Dignity of a Warrior, the 
Gefture ()f an Orator, and in a very graceful Pofture, 
faid that: 

'' As the Governor of Maryland had invited them 
" here to treat about their Lands, and brighten the 

" Chain 
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" Chain of Friendihip, the united Nations thought 
" themfelves fo n1uch obliged to them, that they 
" had come to a Refolution in Council to give to 
" the great Man, who is Proprietor of Mary
" land, a particular N ame, by which they might 
" hereafter correfpond with him ; and as it had 
'' flllen to the CaJ·ogoes Lot in Council to con
,. iider of a proper N ame for th at chief Man, they 
'' had agreed to give him the N ame of 'l'oc arry
" hogan, denoting Precedency, Excellency, or 
'' living in the midàle or honourable Place betwixt 
" Affaragoa and their Brother Onas, by whom their 
" Treaties might be better carried on.~, And th en, 
addreffing himfelf to his Honour the Governor of 
Penfylvania, the honourable the Commiffioners of 
f/irginia and Maryland, and to the Gentlemen then 
prefent, he proceeded : 

" As there is a Company of great Men now 
" affembled, we take this Time and Opportunity 
" to publilh this Matter, that it may be known 
" Tocarry-hogan is our Friend, and that we are 
" ready to honour him, and that by fuch Name he 
" n1ay be always called and known an1ong us. 
'' And we hope he will ever aB: towards us accord
" ing to the Excellency of the Name we have now 
" givc:n hirn, and enjoy a long and happy Life." 

The honourable the Governor and Commiffi
o:1ers, and ali the Company prefent, returned the 
Compliment with three Huzza'5, and, after drink
in~ Healths to our gracious King and the Six 
Nations, the Commiffioners of Maryland proceeded 
to Bufinefs in the Court-Houfe Chamber with the 
Indians, where Conrad Weifer, the Interpreter, WâS 
prefent. 

The honourable the Commiffioners orècrcd lVIr. 
Weifer to tell the Indians, that a Deed, releafing 
ali thcir Claim and Title to certain Lands lying in 
the Province of Jvlar)'land, which by them was 
a6reed to be gjven and execut~d f.Jr the U fe of the 

r Lord 
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Lord Baron of Baltimore, Lord Proprietary of that 
Province, was now on ~he Table, and Seals ready 
fixed thereto. The Interpreter acquainted them 
therewith as defired, and then gave the Deed to 
Canaffatego, the Speaker, who made his Mark, 
and put his Seal, and delivered it ; after which, 
thirteen other Chiefs or Sachems of the Six Nations 
executed it in the fame Manner, in the Prefence of 
the honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia, and 
divers other Gentlemen of that Colon y, and of the 
Provinces of Penfylvania and Maryland. 

At the Houfe of Mr. George Sander fon in Lan cafter :t 
]uly 2, 1744, A. M 

PRESENT, 

'"ïhe Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, 1 n terpreter. 

T HE feveral Chiefs of the Inaians of the Six Na
tions, who had not figned the Deed of Releafe 

of the ir Cfaim to forne Lands in Maryland, tendered 
to them on Satttrda;' Jaft, .in the Chamber of the 
Court-Houfe in this Town, did now readily execute 
the fame, and caufed Mr. Weifer likewife to fign it, 
as weil with his Indian, as with his own proper 
Name of fVe~(er, as a Witnefs and Interpreter. 

In 
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ln the CouR T-Hou sE at Lancafter, July 2, 

1744, A. M. 

P R E SE N T, 

The Honourable GEORGE 'I'HOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

CANAS SA 'l' E G 0 fpoke as follows : 

Brother Onas, 

T H E other Day you was pleafed to tell us, 
you were always concerned whenever any 

thing happened th at might give y ou or us U neafi
nefs, and that we were mutually engaged to pre
ferve the Road open and clear between us ; and 
you informed us of the Murder of John Armftrong, 
and his two Men, by forne of the Delaware lndi
ans, and of their ftealing his Goods to a confidera
ble Value. The Delaware Indians, as you fup
pofe, are und er our Power. W e join with y ou in 
your Concern for fuch a vile Proceeding ; and, to 
teftify that we have the fame Inclinations with you 
to keep the Road clear, free and open, we give 
you this String of Wampum. 

Whicb was recei<t;ed with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brother Onas, 
Thefe Things happen frequently, and we defire 

vou will confider them well, and not be too much 
· K 2 con-
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concerned. Three Indians have been lülled at dif
ferent Times at Ohio, and we never mentioned any 
of them to you, imagining it might have been oc
cafioned by forne unfortunate Q9arrels, and being 
unwilling to create a Difturbance. \V e therefore 
defire you will confider thefe Things weil, and, to 
take the Grief from your Heart, we give you this 
String of W ampum. 

Which wa,s receh;ed with the ufual Ceremonies. 

Brother Onas, 
W e have heard of the Murder of 'John Armflrong, 

and, in our Journey here, we had Conference with 
our Coufins the Delawares about it, and reproved 
them feverely for it, and charged them to go clown 
to our Brother Onas, and make him Satisfaétion, 
both for the Men that were killed, and for the 
Goods. W e underftood, by them, th at the prin
cipal AB:or in thefe Murders is in your Prifon, and 
that he had done all the Mifchief himfelf; but that 
beiides him, you had required and demanded two 
others who were in his Company when the Murders 
were committed. \Ve promifè faithfully, in our 
Return, to renew our Reproofs, and to charge the 
Delawares to fend down forne of their Chiefs with 
thefe two young Men ( but not as Prifoners ) to be 
examined by you; and as we think, upon Examina
tien, you will not find them guilty, we rely on your 
Juftice not to do then1 any Harm, but to permit 
them to return home in Safety. 

We likewife underftand, that Seareh has been 
made for the Goods belonging to the Deceafed, and 
that forne have been already returned to your People, 
but th at forne are ft ill miffing. Y ou may depend 
upon our giving theftricreft Charge to the Delawares 
to fearch again with more Diligence for the Goods, 
and to return them, or the VaiLle of them, in Skins. 

And, 
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And, to confirm what we have faid, we give you 
this String of W am pu m. 

Which was received with the tifual Ceremonies. 

Br<Jther Onas, 

The Conoy Indians have informed us, that they 
fent you a Meffage, forne Time ago., to advife you, 
that they were ill ufed by the white People in the 
Place where they had lived, and that they had come 
to a Refolution of removing to Shamokin, and re
quefted forne fmall Satisfaétion for their Land ; and 
as they never have received any Anf wer from y ou, 
they have defired us to fpeak for them ; we heartily 
recommend their Ca.fe to your Generofity. And, 
to give W eight to our Recommendation, we pre
fent you with this String of Wampum. 

Which was received witb the ufual Ceremony. 

'J'he Governor having conferred a little 'Iïme with the 
honouralJle Commi.ffioners of Virginia and Mary
land, made the following Reply : 

Brethren, 
I am glad to find that you agree with me in the 

N eceffity of keeping the Road between us clear 
and open, and the Concern you have exprdfed on 
account of the barba rous Murders mentioned toy ou, 
is a Proof of your Brotherly Affeét:ion for us. If 
Crimes of this Na ture be not ftriél:l y enquired in to, 
and the Criminals fe verel y punifhed, there will be 
an End of all Commerce bet\veen us and the Indi
ans, and th en y ou will be altogether in the Power 
of the French. They will fet wh at Priee they pleafe 
on their own Goods, and give you what they thin~ 
fit for y our Skins; fo it is for y our own Intereft 
that our Traders fhould be fafe in their Perfons and 
Goods when they travel to your Towns. 

K 3 Brethren 



Brethren, 
I confidered this Matter weil before 1 came from 

Philadelphia, and I advifed with the Council there 
upon it, as 1 have clone here with the honourable 
the Commiffioners of Virginia and Maryland. I 
never heard before of the Murder of the three In- · 
dians at Ohio ; had Corn plaint been made to me of it, 
and it had appeared to have been committed by any 
of the People under my Government, they 1hould 
have been put to Death, as two of them were, forne 
Years ago, for killing two Indians. Y ou are not 
to take your own Satisfaétion, but to apply to me, 
and 1 will fee th at J uftice be do ne y ou ; and fhould 
any of the Indians rob or murder any of our People, 
1 do expeét that you will dehver them up to be 
tried and punifhed in the fame Manner as white 
People are. This is the W a y to preferve Friendlhip 
between us, and will be for your Benefit as well as 
ours. I am weil pleafed with the Steps you have 
already taken, and the Reproofs you have given to 
your Coufins the Delawares, and do expeél: you will 
lay your Commands upon forne of their Chiefs to 
bring clown the two young Men that were prefent 
at the Murders; if they are not brought clown, I 
.fhalllook upon it as a Proof of their Guilt. 

If, upon Examination, they fhall be found not 
to have been concerned in the bloody Aétion, they 
ihall be weil ufed, and fent home in Safety : I will 
take it upon myfelf to fee th at they have no lnjuftice 
done them. An lnventory is taken of the Goods 
already reftored, and I expeét Satisfaétion will be 
made for fuch as cannot be found, in Skins, accord
ing to Promife. 

I weil reme1nber the coming clown of one of the 
Conoy Jndians with a Paper, fetting forth, That the 
Co1:oys had come to a Refolution to leave the Land 
referved for then1 by the Proprietors, but he made 
no Complaint to me of ill Ufage from the white 

People. 
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People. The Reafon he gave for heir Removal 
was, That the fettling of the white People ali round 
them had made Deer fcarce, and that therefore they 
chofe to remove to ']uniata for the Benefit of 
Hunting. I ordered what they faid to be entered 
in the Council-Book. The old Man's Expences 
were born, and a Blanket given him at his Return 
home. 1 have not yet heard from the Proprietors 
on this Head ; but y ou ma y be affured~ from the 
F av our and J uftice they have al ways iliewn to the 
Indians, that they will do every thing that may be 
reafonably expeéted of them in this Cafe. 

ln the CouR T-Hou sE Chamber at Lancajler, 
']uly 2, 1744, P. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Pirginia. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

lf'he Indians being told, by the Interpreter, that thtir 
Brother Affaragoa was goiHg to jpeak to them'" 
the Commif[zoners JPoke as follows: 

Sachems and Warriors, our Friends and BreJhre11, " A S we have already faid enough to you on the 
Sub}eél: of the Title to the Lands you daim 

from J/irginia, we have no Occafion to fay any 
thing more to you on that head, but come diretl:ly 
to the Point. 

W e have opened the Cheft, and the Goods are 
now here before you ; they coft Two Hundred 
Pounds Pen Jylvania Mo ney, and were bought by 
a Perfon recommended to us by the Governor of 
Penjj'l'?.,·ania with ready Cafu. We ordere.:\ them to 
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be good in their Kinds, and we believe they are fo. 
Thefe Goods, and Two Hundred Pounds in Gold, 
which lie on the Table, we will give you, our Bre
thren of the Six Nationr, upon Condition that you 
immediately make a Deed recognizing the King's 
Right to aH the Lands that are, or lhall be, by his 
Majefty's Appointment in the Co1ony of Virginia. 

As to the Road, we agree you ihall have one, 
and the Regulation is in Paper, which the Inter
preter now has in his Cuftody to fhew you. The 
People of Pirginia fhall perform their Part, if you 
and your Indians perform theirs; we are your Bre
thren, and will do no Hardihips to you, but, on 
the contrary, ali the Kindnefs we can." 

The Indians a,greed to what was faid, and Canalfa
tego defired they would reprefent their Cafe to the 
King, in order to have a fu:ther Confideration when 
the Sett1ement increafed much further back. To 
which the Cotnmiffioners agreed, and promifed 
they wouJd make fuch a Reprefentation faithfuily 
and honeftly ; and, for their further Security that 
they would do fo, they would give them a W ri ting, 
und er thei r Hands and Seals, to th at Pnrpofe. 

They defired that forne Rum might be given 
them to drink on their Way home, which the Com
miffioners agreed to, and paid them in Gold for 
that Purpofe, and the Carriage of their Goods from 
P hiladelpbia, Ni ne Pounds Thirteen Shillings, and 
Three-pence, Penfylvania Money. 

Cana.f!atego further faid, That as their Brother 
'Iocarry-hogan fent them provifion on the Road here, 
which kept them from ftarving, he hoped their 
Brother A./Jaragoa would do the lame for them back, 
and have the Goods he gave them carried to the 
ufual Place ; which the Commiffioners agreed to, 
and ordered Provifions and Carriages to be provided 
accordingly. 

A fter this Conference the Deed was produced, 
and the Interpreter exp1ained it to them ; and they, 

according 
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at:cording to their Rank and ~1ality, P'.Jt their 
Marks and Seals to it in the Prefence of feveral 
Gentlemen of Mar)' land, P c;ifylvania and 1/irginia; 
and when they dc1ivered the De@d, Cmw.ffatego de
Jivered it for J .. e Ufe of their Father, the Great 
King, and hcpcd he would confider them ; on 
which the Gentlemen and Indim:s then prefent gave 
three Shouts. 

In the CouR T-IlousE at Lancafler, Tttrfda;:, 
]uly 3, 17 44, A. 111. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GE 0 R GE 'I'H 0 M J1 S, \fq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffio;,~rs of Virginia. 

The Honourablc the Commiffioners o 111.a1JtaJJd. 

The Deputies of the Six l'tations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

'I'he Go v E R N o R fpoke as fol/o';L·s : 

Friends and Br et bren of the Six Nat: ons, 

A T a Treaty held with many of the Chiefs of 
your Nations Two Years ago, the Road be

tween us was made clearer and wider ; our Fire was 
enlarged, and our Friendfhip confirmed by an Ex
change of PrefeNts, and many other mutual good 
Offices. 

W e think ourfelves happy in having been infl:ru
mental to your meeting with our Brethren of Fir
ginia and Marj'land ; and we perfuad e ourfelves, 
that you, on your Parts, will always remember it 
as an inftance of our Good-will and Affeétion for 
you. This has given us an Opportunity of feeing 

y ou 
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you fooner than perhaps we ihould otherwife have 
clone ; and, as we are under tnutual Obligations by 
Treaties, we to hear with our Ears for you, and 
you to hcar with your Ears for us, we take this 
Opportunity to inforn1 you of what very nearly 
concerns us both. 

THE great King of ENGLAND and the French 
King have declaree! War againft each other.. Two 
Battles have been fought, one by Land, and the 
other by Sea. The great King of ENGLAND com
Inanded the Land-Army in .Perfon, and gained a 
compleat Viétory. Numbers of the French were 
killed and taken Priîoners, and the reft were forced 
to pafs a River with Precipit~tion to fave the ir Lives. 
The Great God covered the King' s Head in that 
Battle, fo that he did not 1 eceive the le;l.ft Hurt ; 
for which you, as wcll as we, have Reafon to be 
very thankful. 

THE Engagement at Sea was likewife to the .A.d-
vantage of the Englijh. The French and Spaniards 
joined their Ships together, and came out to fight 
us. The brave Englijh Admirai burnt one of their 
largefr Ships·, and n1any others were fo fhattered, 
t hat they were glad to take the Opportunity of a 
very high vVind, and a clark Night, to run away, 
and to hide themièlves again in their own Har
bours. Had the W cather proved fair, he would, 
in all Probability, have taken or deftroyed them ail. 

I need not put you in tnind how much William 
Penn and his Sons have been your Friends, and the 
Friends of ail the Indùms. You have long .ind 
often experienced their Friendfhip for you; nor 
need I repeat to "you how kindly you were treated, 
and what valuable Prefents were made to you two 
Y ears ago by the Governor, the Council, and the 
... t\ifen1bly of Penj)'l'Vania. The Sons of William 
Penn are ali now in England, and have left me in 
their Place, well knowing how n1uch I regard you 
~nd all the Jndians. As a freih Proof of this, I 

4 have 
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have left my Houfe, and am come thus far to fee 
you, to renew our Treaties, to brighten the Cave
nant-Chain, and to confirm our Friendfhip with 
you. In Teftimony whereof, I prefent you with 
this Belt of W ampum. 

Whioh was received with the Yo-hah. 

As your Nations have engaged themfelves by 
Treaty to affift us, your Brethren of Penfylvania, 
in cafe e>f a War with the French, we do not doubt 
but you will punél:ually perform an Engage
ment fo folemnly entered into. A W ar is now de
clared, and we expeél: that you will not fuffer 
the French, or any of the Indians in Alliance with 
them, to march through your Country to difturb 
any of our Settlements ; and that you will give us 
the earlieft and beft Intelligence of any Defigns 
that may be formed by them to our Difadvantage, 
as we pron1ife to do of any that may be to yours. 
To entàrce what I have now faid to you in the 
ftrongeft Manner, I prefent you with this Belt of 
\Vampum. 

Which was received with the Yo-hah. 

After a little Paufe his l-Ionour, the G{)VERNOR, 

JPoke again: 

Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

W HAT I have now faid to you is in Conformity 
to Treaties fub.fifting between the Province of which 
I am Governor and y our Nations. I now pro
ceed, with the Confent of the honourable Commif
fioners for Virginia and Maryland, to tell you, that 
all Differences having been adjufted, and the Roads 
betwecn us and you made quite clear and open, we 
are ready to confirm our Treaties with your Na
tions, and ePülblifh a Friendfuip that is net to end, 
but with the \Vorld itfelf. And, in Behalf of the 
Province of P cll.!J'fruania, 1 do, by this fine Belt of 

~ampum,. 
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\rVampum, and a Prefent of Goods, to the VJlue 
of three hundred Pounds, confirm a\"}d eftablifh the 
faid Trcaties of Peace, Union and Fricndfnip, yot1 
on y our Parts doing the fame. 

Which was received with a loud Y o-hah. 

THE Governor further added, The Goods bough~ 
with the one hundred Pounds Sterling, put into 
tny Hands by the Governor of Virginia, are ready 
to be delivered when you pleafe. The Goods bought 
and fent up by the People of the Province of Pen
fylvania, according to the Lift which the Interpre
ter will exp lain, are laid by themfelves, and are like
wife ready to be delivered to you at your own time. 

After a little Paufe the Commijfzoners of Virginia 
Jpoke as follow s : 

Sachems a11d Warriors of the Six Na ti ons, 

THE W a y betwccn us being made fmooth by 
· what paffed Yefterday, we defire now to confirm 
aU former '"freaties made between Virginia and y ou, 
our Brethren of the Six Nations, and to n1ake our 
Chain of Union and Fricndihip as bright as the Sun, 
that it may not contraét any more Ruft for ever; 
that our Childrcns Children may rejoice at, and con
finn what \Ve have done ; and that you and your 
Children may not forget it, we give you one hun
dred Pounds in Gold, and this Belt of W ampum. 

117hich was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Friends and Brethren, 
ALTHo' we have been difappointed in our En

d~avours to bring about a Peace between yon and 
the Catawbas, yet we defire to fpeak to you fome
thing more about thetn. 'vVe believe they have 
been unfaithful to you, and fpoke of you with a 
foolifu Contempt; but this may be oniy the Rafh
JJefs of fomc of thcir young Men. In this Time 
4 of 
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of \V ar w.ith our comn1on Enemies the French and 
Spaniards, it will be the wifeft way to be at Peace 
among ourfelves. They, the Catawbas, are alfo 
Children of the great King, and therefore we defire 
you will agree, that we may endeavour to tnake a 
Peace between you and them, that we may be aU 
united by one common Chain of Friendihip. W e 
give you this String of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brethren, 
OuR Friend, Conrad lYeifer, when he is old, will 

go into the other W orld, as our Fathers have done, 
our Children will then want 1t1Ch a Friend to go be
tween t..~em and your Children, to reconcile any 
Differences that may happen to arife between them, 
that, like him, may have the Ears and Tangues of 
our Children and yours. 

THE Way to have fuch a Friend, is for you to 
fend three or four of your Boys to Virginia, where 
we have a fine Houfe for then1 to live in, and a 
Man on purpofe to teach the Children of you, our 
Friends, the Religion, Language and Cuftoms of 
the white People. To this Place we kindly invite 
you to fend fon1e of your Children ; and we pro
miiè you they ihall have the fame Care taken of 
then1, and be inftruéted in the fame M::mner as our 
own Children, and be returned to you again when 
you pleafe ; and, to confirm this, we give you this 
String of \V ampum. 

Which was received with tbe ufual Ccremony. 

Then the Commijfioner s of M:1ry land fpoke as follows: 

Friends and Brethren, tbe Cbifjs or Sachems of 
the Six united Nations, 

THE Governor of }vfar_)'l:md inv!ted y ou hither, 
we have treated you as Friends: and agrecd \Vith 
you as Br('thrcn._ 
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As the Treaty now made concerning the Lands 

in Maryland will, we hope, prevent effeétually every 
future Mifunderftanding between us on that Ac
count, we will now bind fafter the Links of our 
Chain of Friendihip, by a Renewal of ali our for
n1er Treaties; and that they may ftill be the better 
fecured, we fhall prefent you with one hundred 
Pounds in Gold. 

What we have further to fay to you is, I.Jet not 
our Chain contraét any Ruft ; whenever you per
ceive the leaft Speck, tell us of it, and we will 
make it dean. 1 'his we alfo expeét of y ou, that it 
may always continue fo bright as our Generations 
n1ay fee their Faces in it ; and, in Pledge of the 
~ruth of wh..tt :\'e have now fpoken, and our Af
fcétion to you> '''e give you this Belt of Wan1pum. 

u/~l1ù:h WtlS recâ~~ed 'With the ufual Ceremony. 

C)1 NA S S..tFI'E G 0, iiz returJt, JPoke as Jollows: 

Brot ber Onas, Aifaragoa, and Tocarry-hogan, 

~TE return y ou 1""'hanks for y our fe veral S~eches, 
which are -very agreeable to us. They contain 
Matters of fuch great Moment, that we propofe to 
give then1 a very fcrious Confideration, and to an
fwer then1 fuitably to their vV orth and Excellence ; 
and this will take till to·morrow Morning, and 
when we are ready we will give you due Notice. 

Y ou tell us you beat the French ; if fo, you 
tnuft have taken a great deal of R um from them, 
and can the better fpare us forne of that Liquor 
to n1ake us rejoice with you in the Viétory. 

THE Governor and Co1nmiffioners ordered a 
Dram of Run1 to be given to each in a fmall Glafs, 
«alling it, _1 French Glafs. 

In 
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In theCouR T-Hou sE atLancafler,]uly 4, I 744,A.M. 

PRESENT, 
The Honourable GEORGE :tHOMAS, Efq; 

Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Cotnmiffioners of 17irginia. 
The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 
Conrad Weiftr, Interpreter. 

CANAS SA 'l' E G 0 Speaker. 

Brother Onas, 

YESTERDAY you expreffed your Satisfac
tion in having been infrrun1ental to our n1eet

ing with our Brethren of Virgùzia and Mary'land~ 
we, in return, affure you, that we have great Plea
fure in this Meeting, and thank you for the Part you 
have had in bringing us together, in order to crea te 
a good Underftaru:ling, and to clear the Raad; 
and, in Token of our Gratitude, we prefent you 
with this String of Wampum. ·· 

Which was received with the ufaal Ceremony. 

Brotber Onas, 
Y ou was pleafed ·y efterday to infonn us, '' That 

" War had been declared between the great King of 
H ENGLAND and the French King ; that two great 
u Battles had been fought, one by Land, and the 
" other at Sea; with many other Particulars." 
W e are glad to hear the Arn1s of the King of Eng
land were fuccefsful, and take part with you in your 
Joy on this Occafion. You then came ncarer 
Home, and told us, ·" Y ou had left y our Houfe, 
'' and were come thus far on Behalf of the whole 
" People ~f Penfylvania to fee us ; to renew your 
(' Treaties, to brighten the CovenantaChain, and 
-- ' ~ to 
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" to confirn1 your Friend!hip with us." We ap
prove this Propofition, we thank y ou for it. W e 
own, with Pleafure, that the Covenant-Chain be
tween us anà Penfylvania is of old Standing, and 
bas never contraded any Ruft ; we wiih it may 
always continue as brjght as it has clone hitherto ; 
and, in Token of the Sincerity of our Wifhes, we 
prefent you with this Belt of W ampum. 

JVhich was received with the Yo-hah. 
Brother On~s, 

Y ou was plcafed Y efterday to remind us of our 
xr.utual Obligation to ailift each other in cafe of a 
W ar with the Fretzch, and to repeat the Subftance 
of wh<!t we ought to do by our Treaties with you ; 
and that as a \Var hJd been already entered into 
with the Frenth, you called upon us to afiift you, 
and not to fuŒer ti:e French to march through our 
Cou1 try tu difturb :1ny of your Settlements. 

lN anl\ver, we ~ulüre you we have ali thefe Par:. 
ticubrs in our lltart~, they are frefh in our Me
n1cry. ~-re :flull n ~ vtr forget that y ou and we have 
but one 1-Ie~rt, or.-.: 1-lead, one Eye, one Ear, and 
one f-Iand. vVe fhall have all y our Country under 
our Eye, and t~kc all the Care we can to prevent 
any Enerny from coming into it ; and, in proof of 
our Care, we nn:ft inform you, that before we 
ame here, ~ è told .l O:'!.rtndio, our Father, as he is 

called, that neith '"'r hè, nor àny of his People, 
jhould come thrm.:gh our Country, to hurt our 
Br thren the Euglijh, or ~ny of the Settlements 
b~-lont;ing to thc:n ; there was Room enough at 
Sça to figl;t, tl c-re h-.. might do what he pleafed, 
but he ihould not come upon our Land to do any 
D~~mage to our Brtthr(:n. And you tnay depend 
U!:.iOll 0Ur u~,ng Ol!l" Utmoi1.: C~re to fee this effec
Ht.Jly dOl'-:~; ~md, i 1 Token of our Sincerity, we 
prci~nt y ou with this Bdt of Vv.,. ~rnpum. 

lJ?lJ:t:h r..~·t;.s ï.:::é:·cd with the ufi:c! Ceremony . 

a ... 0':.::!.!!.·3 t~c GO'I.'Crnor of Cmwda. 
.lifter 
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After fome little 'IÏme the Interpreter faid, Canaf. 

fatego bad forgot fomet.bing material, mtd de
jired to mend his Speech, and to do jo as ojte1t 
as he foould omit any thing of Moment, and 
thereupon he added: 

THE Six Nations have a great Authority and In
fluence over fundry Tribes of Jndians in Alliance 
with the French, and particularly over the Praying 
Indians, formerly a Part with ourfelves, who ftand 
in the very Gates of the French ; and, to ihew our 
further Care, we have engaged thefe very hulians, 
and other Indimz Allies of the French for you. They 
will not join the French againft you. They have 
have agreed with us before we fet out. We have 
put the Spirit of Antipathy againft the French in 
tho fe People. Our Intereft is very confiderable with 
them, and 1nany other Nations, and as far as ev er 
it extends, we ihall ufe it for your Service. 

THE Governor faid, Canaffatego did well to mend 
his Speech ; he 1night al ways do it whenever his 
Men1ory !hould fail hi1n in any Point of Confe
quence, and he thanked him for the very agreeable 
Addition. 

Brotber Affaragoa, 

You told us Yefterday, that ail Difputes with 
you being now at an end, you defired to confirm 
ali former Treaties betwecn Vùl;inia and us, and to 
nuke our Chain of Union as bright as the Sun. 

vVE agree very heJrtily with you in thcfe Pro
pofitions ; we thank you for your good Inclina
tions ; we defire you will pay no Regard to any 
idle Stories that n1ay be told to our Prejudice. 
And, as the Difpute about the Land is now intirely 
over, and we perfeétly reconciled, we hope, for 
the future, we fhall not aét towards each other but 
as becomes Brcthren and hearty Friends. 

~ WE 

I4-S 
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W E are very willing to renew the Friendihip 

with you, and to make it as firm as poffible, fqr 
us and our Children with you and ypur Children to 
the lateft Generation, and we defire you will im
print thefe Engagements 01~ yol,lr Hearts in the 
ilrongeit:Manncr; and, in Confirmation that we fhall 
do the fame, we give you this Belt of Wampum. 

rVIJicb was received with Yo-hah from the 
Interpreter, and all the Natirms. 

Brother Affaragoa, 
Y ou did let us know Y efterday, th at tho' y ou 

had been difappointe:d in your Endeavours to bring 
about a Peace betwecn u~ and the . Catawbas, yet 
you wo~ld frill do the bef{ to bring fuch a Thing 
~bout. vVe arc well pJeafed with your Defign, anq 
and the more fo, as we hear you know what fort 
pf People the Cata1.vbas are, that they are fpitef~.ü 
~1d oifenfJ.ve, and have treated us contemptuouily. 
'vVe are glad you kqow thefe Things of the Ca
tûwbas ; we bclieve what you fay to be truc, that 
thcre are~ notwithftanding, fo~e tl:n1ongft them 
who are wifer and better; and, as you iày1 they 
arc your Brethren~ and belong to the great King 
uv er the Vl a ter, we !hall not be againft a Peace 
on reafonable Terms~ provided they will come to 
rhe Northward to treat aboutit. In Cpnfirmation 
pf \V hat we iày, and to encourage y ou in y our Un
dertaking, we give you this String of W ampum. 

[-V~ic~ was Î·~cei·: .. ed ;.oith tbe u[ual Ceremonies~ 

Brother Afiàragoa, 
Y 9v tola us 1ik~wife, y ou had a great Hou fe 

provided for the Education of Y outh, and that 
there were :lèverai white People and Indians Chil
dren there to 1earn Languages, and to write and 
·ead, and invited us to fend forne of our Children 
!l110n~ft you, f.j~. · . · . 
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-vv-E tnuft let y ou know we love our Children 

too well to fend then1 io great a W a y, and the ln
di ans are not inclined to give their Children Learn
ing. \Ve allow it to be good, and we thank you 
for your Invitation ; but our Cufi:oms differing 
frotn yours, you will be fo good as to excufe us. 

W E hope a 'I arachawagon will be preferved by 
the good Spirit to a good old Age ; when he is 
gone under Ground, it will be then titne enough 
to look out for another ; and no doubt but amongft 
fo n1any Thoufànds as there are in the W orld, one 
fuch :l\1an may be found, who will ferve both Par
ties with the iàme Fidelity as Tarachawagon does; 
while he lives therc is no Roon1 to complain. In 
T ok en of our 1'hankfulnefs for y our Invitation, 
we give y ou this String of W ampum. 

IVhich was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brother Tocarry-hogan, 

Y ou told us Y efterday, that fin ce there was now 
nothing in Controverfy between us, and the Affair 
of the Land was fettled to your Satisfaétion, yoy 

• would now brightcn the Chain of Friendfhip which 
hath fubfifl:ed between you and us ever fince we 
bccame Brethren ; we are weil pleafed with the Pro
pofition, and we thank you for it; we alfo are in
clincd to rcncw all'I'reaties, and keep a good Corre
fpondence with you. Y ou told us further, if ever 
wc fhould perccive the Chain had contraéted any 
Ru ft, to let you know, and you would take care 
to take the p un: out, and preferve it bright. w e 
agree with you in this, and fhall, on our Parts, do 
evcry thing to preferve a good Underfi:anding, and 
to live in the fame Friendihip with you as with our 
Brother Onas and .AJJaragoa ; in Confinnation 
whcrcof we give you this Belt of Wampum. 

On ·r:.:hich tbe tifual Cry of Yo-hah was gh)Cn. 

L 2 Brc· 
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Brethren, 
W E have now finiihed our Anfwer to what y ou 

faid to us Y efterday, and ihall now proceed to In
dian Affairs, th~t are not of fo general a Con~ern. 

Brotl;er Affaragoa, 
THERE li:ves a Nation of Indians on the other 

Side of y our Country, the Tufcaroraes, who are 
our Friends, and with whom we hold Correfpon:
dence ; but the Road between us and them has 
been ftopped for f01ne Time, on ac~ount of the 
Mifbehaviour of forne of our W arriors. W e have 
opened a new Road for our W arriors, and they 
fhall keep to that ; but as that would be inconve
nient for Meffengers going to the '.tufcaroraes, we 
de.fire they may go the old Road. W e freqùently 
fend Meffengers to one another, and fball have mor~ 
Occafion to do fo now that we have concluded a 
Peace with rhe C/;Jerikees. To enforce our Reqneft, 
yve give you this String of W ampum. · 

Which was recei<7Jed with. the ufuq,l Cry of 
Approbation. 

Brother Aff.1rago~, 
AMoNG thefe 'I'ufcarqraes there live a few Fami

lics of the Conoy bzdians., who are defi rous to leave 
thetn, and to· remove to the reft of their Nation 
~mong us, and the ftrait Road from them to t1s 

lies through the Middle of y our Country. vVe 
delire you will give them free Paffage' through Vir
ginia, and furnifh them with Paffes ; and, to · en
force our Requeft, we give you this String of 
W a~ pu m. - Which was received with the ufuat 
· Cry of Approbation. 

]Jrotb~rOna'{l, Affaragoa, and Tocarry-h.ogan, 
AT the Clofe of your refpeétive Speeches Yef

F~~day, you ~~de us very handfome Prefe~ts, and 
we 
\. 
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v..•e fhould return you fomething fuitable to your 
Generofity ; but, alas ! we are poor, and ihall ev er 
remain fo, as long as there are fo many Indian 
Traders among us. Theirs and the white Peoples 
Cattle have eat up all theGrafs, and make Deer fcarce. 
However, we have provided a fm ali Prefent for 
you, and though forne of you gave us more than 
others, yet, as you are ali equally our Brethren, 
we fhallleave it to you to divide it as you pleafe.
And then preiènted three Bundles of Skins, which 
were received with the ufual Ceretnony fron1 the 
three Governments. 

W E have one Thing further to fay, and that is, 
We heartily recommend Union and a good Agree
n1ent between y ou our Brethren. N ever difagree, 
but preferve a ftriét Friendfhip for one another, 
and thereby you, as weil as we, will become the 
ftronger. 

OuR wife Forefathers efl:ablifl1ed Union and 
Atnity between the Fz've Nations; this has made us 
forn1idable ; this has given us great W eight and 
Authority with our ~ighbouring Na ti ons. 

'V E are a powerful Confederacy ; and, by y our 
obferving the fame Methods our wife Forefathers 
have taken, you will acquire fre!h Strength and 
Power ; therefore wh:1tever befals you, never fall 
out one with another. 

The Governor rcplied : 

THE honourable Commiffioners of J7irginia and 
lvfczryland have clefired me to fpeak for them ; there
fore I, in Behalf of thofe Governments, as well as 
of the Province of Penfylvania, return you Thanks 
for the many Proofs y ou have given in y our Speeches 
of your Zeal for the Service of your Brethren the 
Englifb~ and in particular for your having fo early 
engaged in a 1 Ieutrality the feveral Tribes of Indians 
in the French ... 1\lliance. W e do not doubt but y ou 
vill filithfully difcharge your Promifes. As to 

L 3 , your 
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y our Prefents, we never efrimate thefeThings by the ir 
real Worth, but by the Difpofition of the Giver. 
In this Light we accept them with great Pleafure, 
and put a high Value upon them. vVe are obliged 
to you for recommending Peace and good Agree
nlent an1ongft obrfelves. W e are all Subjeéls, as 
well as you, of the great King beyond the Vl ater; 
and, in Duty to his Majefty, and from the good 
Affeétion we be ar to each other, as well as from a 
Regard to our own Intereft, we !hall always be in, 
clined to live in Friendfi1ip. 

THEN the Comn1iffioners of Virginia prefented 
the hundred Pounds in Gold, together with a Paper, 
containing a Promifc to recom1nend the Six Netiom 
for further F avour to the King ; w hi ch they re
ceived with Yo-heh, and the Paper was given by 
then1 to Conrad ff'djer to keep for them. The 
Commiffioners likewife promiièd that their publick 
Mdfengers ili.ould not be n1olefted in their Paffage 
through Virginia, and that they would prepare 
PaiTes for fuch of the Conoy Indicms as were will
ing to remove to the Northward. 

THEN the Commiilioners of Mr:zt)'land prefented 
thcir hundred Pounds in Gold, which was likewife 
rectived with the ro-bah. 

Canaffatego faid, V\T e 1nentioned to you Yeil:er· 
day the Booty you had taken from the Frencb, and 
afked y ou for fomc of the Rum w hi ch we füppoièd to 
be Part of it, and you gave us fome ; hut it tun1t:d 
out unfortunatdy that you gave it in Frencb Gbifes, 
we now delire you will givc us fome in Eitglijh 
Glaffes. 

THE Governor m:1de anfwer, We are g1ad to 
hear you have fuch a Diflike for what is ._French. 
They cheat you in your Glaflès, as well as in cvr:ry 
thing elfe. Y cu muft confider we are at a D.ilî:ance 
fr01n 1-Villianjhirg, /fmu!pclis, and Phil;idelphia, 
wh\:re our Rum 'tores are, and that altMough we 
.. · .brought 
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brought up a good ~antity with us, you have 
almon: drunk it out ; but, notwithftanding this, we 
have enough left to fill our Er.zglifh G laffes, and will 
fhew the Difference betwcen the N arrownefs of the 
French, and the Generofity of your Brethren the 
Englifh towards you. 

THE Indians gave, in their Order, fi.ve To-hahs-; 
and the honourable Governor and Commiffioners 
calling for forne Rum, aùd forne middle_-fized 
Wine-Glaffes; drank Health to the great King of 
ENGLAND, and the Six Nations; and put an end to· 
the Treaty by three laud Huzza's; in which ail the 
Company joined. 

IN the E vening the Governor went to take his 
Leave of the Indians, and, prefentin~ them with 
a String of W ampum, he told them, that was in 
return for one he had received of them, with a 
Me.ifage to defire the Governor of Virginia to· fuffer 
the ir W arriors to go through Virginia unmolefted1 
which was rendered unnecdfary by t:he prefent 
"freaty. 

THEN, prefenting them wi:th another String of 
Wampum, he told them, that was in return for' 
theirs, prayi~g him, that as they had taken away 
one Part of Conrad Weifer' s Beard, which frightened 
their Children, he would pleafe to' take away the 
other, which he had ordered to be done. 

Cf'he Indians received thefe· Iwo Strings of 
Wampum with the ufteal Yo-hah. 

THE Governor then a{ked them,- what was the 
Reafon that n1ore of the Shawanae.s, from their 
Town on Hohio, were not at the Treaty? But fee
ing th at it would require a Cou neil in For rn, and· 
pe~haps another Day to give an Anfwer, he defi red 
they would give an Anfwer to Conrad Weifer upon 
~he Road on thcir Return home, for he was to (e~ 
out for PhiladelplJÙJ the next Morning. 



CANASSA'I'EGO in Conclujion JPoke ar follows: · 
W E have been hindered, by a great deal of Bu

finefs, from waiting on you, to have forne private 
Converfation with you, chiefly to enquire after the 
Healths of Onas beyond the W a ter ; we defire you 
will tell them, we have a grateful Senfe of all their 
Kindneifes for the Indians. Brother Onas told us, 
when he went away, he would not H:ay long from 
us; we think it is a great while, and want to know 
when we may expeét him, and defire, when you 
write, you will recommend us heartily to hin1 ; 
which the Governor promiièd to do, and then took 
his Leave of them. 

TnE Commiffioners of Virgùzia gave CanaJJatego 
a Scarlet Camblet Coat, and took their Leave of 
them in Form, and at the fame time delivered the 
Paires to them, according to their Requeil:. 

THE Commiffioners of Maryland prefented Gach
radodow with a broad Gold -laced Hat, and took 
their Leave of them in the fame Manner . 

. 1. true Copy, compared by 

RICHARD PETERS, Secr, 
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BETVIEEN 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

The Honourable GEORGE CLINTON, 

Captain-General and Governor in Chief of the 
Province of New-rork, and the Territories 
thereon depending in AMER 1 cA, Vice
Admirai of the fame, and Vice-Admirai of 
the Red Squadron of His Majefiy's Fleet. 

AND 

The Six United Indiart Nations, and other Indùm 
Nations, depending on the PROVINCE of NEW
'l,.ORK. 

I·Ield at ALBAN r in the Months of Augufl and 
September, 1746. 
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( 1 55 ) 

A TREATY between his Excellency 
theGovernor of the Province of New
York, and the Six Nations, and other 
Indian Nations, depending on Jaid 
D . .. rovznce. 

T is well known in the Province of New-York, 
that the Six Nations of I11dians depending on 
this Province, (called Iroquois by the French) 

bad la tel y on feveral Occafions, appear' d di.ifatisfied 
and wavering in their Fidelity to the Britifh Crown. 
No doubt, this was principally occafion'd by the 
Artifices of the French of Canada, who had con
ftantly Emiffaries an1ong the1n : But at the fame 
Tin1e there is Reafon to think, the fufpicious Be
haviour of thefe Nations, in Favour of their once 
inveterate Enen1y the French., could not have ar
riv' d to the Pi teh it did, otherwife than by fome 
Negleéts or Mifconduét of thofe who were entrufted 
by the Government of New- York with the Manage
lnent of the Indian Affairs. 

His Excellency the Governor of New-York, hav
ing received his Majefty's Commands, to engage 
the Iudian Nations depending on his Governn1cnt, 
to join in the Expedition then intended againft Ca
nada, and to make them the ufual Prefents on that 
Occafion ; and being fenfible of the great U fe thefe 
Nations might be to the Succefs of this Enterprize, 
and likewife of the Difficulties that probably might 
attend his Endeavours at this Time, was defirous 
to have had the Affifrance of as n1any of the Meru
bers of his M~efry's Council as the Circumftances 

of 
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of Affairs would pennit ; but they ail declined tb 
give their Attendance,exceptMr.Colden andMr. Liv
ingfton. His Excellency was therefore obliged to 
aét with the fn1alleft Nmnber of Men1bers, which 
~y his Majefty's Commifilon can form a Council, 
viz. T'hree; the a ove two Gentlen1en and Capt. 
R.utherford, who was then at his Poft in Albany. 

As foon as his Excellency received his Majefty' s 
Con1m~mds, he difpatched fi·on1 Albany fuch Pcr
fons as, by the beft Information he could reccive'\ 
had Influence a1nong the Six Nations, to invite 
the1n feverally to n1eet him at Alban)', on the 2oth 
of ]uly. His Excellency arriv'd at Albml)' the 21ft 
of ']uly, where having heard, that, befides the Small
Pox, ( which his Excellency ne ver had) many were 
fick of a contagious n1alignant Fever, he continued 
on board the Sloop which carried him up, to con
fider where to lodge with the leaft Danger to his 
Perfon fron1 the Infeélion of theiè Diftempers ; and 
the next Morning refolved to go into the Fort. He 
was received at his Landing with the ufual Marks of 
Refpeét frmn the Corporation, the independent 
Companies of regular Troops then in the Place, 
and the l\1ilitia, under a Difcharge of the Cannon 
of the Fort and 1~own. 

In the Afternoon of the fan1e Day on which his 
Excellency came on ihore, three Indians, viz. two 
Onandc:gos and an One)'do, brought two French Scalps 
and prefented to his Excellency : At which Time 
the Leader of the Party made a formai Speech ta 
the following Purpofe: ' That having had repeat
' ed Accounts of the Mifchiefs donc by the French, 
' and of the frequent lVlurders committed by them, 
' and that the Mohawks, notwithftanding theit 
.. Profei1îons of Friendihjp, fuffered this Bloodfhed 
' to relnain unrevenged, his Heart could bear it 
' no longer ; he thereupon refolved to open for his 
' Brethren the Path to Revenge : That thefe two 
' Scalps which he now prefented \Vere taken at Noon-

~ day 
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day in fight of the French Fort at Crown Point.' 

}fis Excellency told hi rn how weil he took this fpe

cial Mark of his Fidelity, and affured him, that h~ 

would not only now reward him and his Campa

nions, by particplar Prefents, but would always re

n1ember this AB: of Friendihip. They had a]ready 

received the Reward given by the Aét of Affembly. 

His Excellency gave _ each of them four Spanijh Dol

lars ; to the Leader a fine laced Coat and Hat, and 

a filver Breaft-Plate ; a~d to each of the others a 

Stroud Blanket and lac' d Hat. 
Thefe Indians told us, that they lay feveral Days 

among the Buihes, from whence they could fee 

every Man that came out of the Fort-Gate. They 

tndeavoured for forne time to take a Prifoner, but 

obferving that none went to fuch a Diftance fron1 
the Fort thar they could hope to carry hiq1 off, 

they refolved to take the firft Opportunity for a 

Scalp : Two Soldi~rs co ming out of the Fort, after 

~he Cha pel Bell hn.d rung about N oon, one of the 

Indians, by their Leade(s Order, fired with Swan 

Shot upon then1 while they were near to each other.;. 

It is a conftant Rule among thefe fculking Parties, 

pever to fire without Orders from their Leader. 

One of the French Men was killed upon the Spot, 

the other woundcd, and fied Îlnmediately towards 

the Fort Gate, the Indian who had fired, purfu'd, 

and with his I-I~tchet brought hi1n clown within a 

lmndred Steps of the Fort Gate ; and, though the 

French in the Fort rufhed out at the Gate, he took 

his Scalp off; the others had fcalped the Man that 

}Vas firft killed, and then they all fied. The French 

in their Hurry had run out without their Arms, 

p.nd upon recolleéting themfclves return' d to ann, 

which facilitated the Efcape of the Indians. 
His Excellency being informed, that the Leader 

~f this Party was defirous to be diftinguifhed by 

pis Excellency' s giving him a new Naine, and 

ihat a Name, which in the Language of the Six 

~ -- " · · Netions 
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NationJ fignified the Path-opener, would be moft 
acceptable to hi rn ; his Excellency honour' d him 
with that Title ; W

1

Üch he accepted very thankfully, 
and feen1'd exceedingly pleafed with it: Whcre
upon he faid, that the other two Indians having affo
ciated with a Mehikander, or River li!:iian, were 
refolved to go out againft the Enemy: But as he 
thought he might be more ufdul by ftaying, to 
affift at the enfuing T'reaty, he was refolved to re
main here. l-Ie added, that in cafe the Interpreter, 
and ethers fent to invite the Six Nations to meet 
here, fail'd in any Part, he would go among the Six 
Nations, and doubted not to bring many by his In
fluence, who otherwife n1ight ftay. 

In a Day or two after, fix of feven Inàimzs, wh~ 
had been fent out by the Con1miilioners for Indian 
Affairs te Crown-Point, to take Prifoners, and gain 
Intelligence, returned and faid, That they had gone 
to that Place, and that in fight of it they had fepa
rated, with Defign thereby to furprize anyStragler that 
n1ight have come out of the Fort: That while they 
were thus feparated, twe of their 1~ u1nber were 
fuddenly furrounded and taken by the Enemy: One 
of thcfe two, after having been detained thrce or 
four Da ys, join' d. the others at Saraghtoga. l-ie 
faid, that he had been threatened with dcath by the 
Adirondacks a; but tint the Cahnuagas b interpos' d, 
and by their Interceilion he was iet at Liberty; and 
fotne of the Cahrtuagas conduéted him through Lac 
Sacrement. He reported, that the re was a great N um
ber of Men, French and hzdians, at Crown-Point. 
The ether Prifoner, an Onondaga, confented to retnain 
with the French, and was fent to Canada. 

Soen 

a A Nation of lr.dia1u living in Canada, who have always 
been firm Friends to the Fre11ch, and formerly were ac War with 
the Six Katiom. 

Il A N umber of Imiians criginally of the Five Natio111, and 
Deferters from them, now fettled near l!1o1Ztrcal, by whom the 
illicit Traàe between .Alban)' and Montreal was carried on; They 
are well ac~uainted with th~ Country about 11/b(m.J'• · 
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Soon after this, fixteen Mohawk Jndians came to 

the Town, who had been fent out from the lower 
Mohawk Caftle by Mr. Johnfon, to gain Intelligence 
near Crown-Point, and to take Prifoners. They re· 
ported that they had difcovered fo great a N umber 
of French and Indians at Crown-Point, that they had 
110 Hopes of being able to bring off any Prifoners~ 
and thought it advifeable to return fpeedily and in
form of the great Danger they thought this Place 
was in. His Excellency invited then1 to go thi
ther again, in order to defcry the Motions of the 
Enen1y : And as a farther Encouragement to them~ 
to either Scalp or take Prifoners, he offered every 
Perfon of faid Party that fhould take a Scalp or 
Prifoner, a Piece of Stroud, and a Suit of laced 
Clothcs, befides the Bounty ; but they, being fright
cned with the A pprehenfions of Danger, declined 
going back, and fàid, they muft return Home and 
acquaint their Friends and Relations with what they 
had heard and feen. Severa! other Indians likewife 
alfirmed the lvfobawks, by telling them that the 
1·1·ench had a great Force at Crown-Point, and that 
they would certainly attack either Albany or Sche-: 
neétade, or the Settlements on the Mohawk; River, 
or perhaps feveral Places at the fame Time. 

Mr. John fon, and the commanding Officer of the 
Garrifon of regular Troops in the lvlohawks Coun
try, by the ir Le tt ers to his Excellency, confirm' d 
theiè Reparts ; and added, fhe M.ohawks had en
tertain'd Apprehenfions of the French Force at 
Ctown-Point, which was like to have a bad Effeét. 
On this his Excellency wrote to Mr. Johnfrm, that 
:11l thefe Stories of the French Force at Crown-Poùzt 
were only Artifices of the French to intimidate the 
J;zdians, or to an1ufe them, with Defign to fruftratc 
the Treaty which he intended to have with them ; 
and that he was to affure the Indians, that they 
could be in no Danger from the French: However, 
t4a~ they might fee th~t he WQuld omit nothing 

whic~'l 
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which they might think neceifary for their Security, 
he had ordered a Lieutenant of Militia, with thirty 
Men, to reinforce the lower Caftle, and had likewife 
ordered the Cap tain of Militia near the upper Caftle, 
to affift the Indians there in fortifying their Caftle~ 
and to hold himfelf in Readinefs to fupport the1n on 
any Emergency. 

One John Calan, a Frenchman, who fon1e 'Years 
fince had re1noved from Canada, ând fettled and 
married at Scheneftade, and who has fince that Time 
lived in good Reputation there, was fent by Major 
Glen to inform his Excellcncy, that one Aaron, a 
noted Mohawk Sachem, who with feveral others of 
the Six Nations, had been laft Spring in Ca11ada to 
treat with the Governor there, did then entertain 
two Cahnuaga Indians. This Man, John Golan, ac
quainted his Excellency, that having difcovcred the 
Cahnuaga Indians, he told the In he was a F'reJtchman, 
and was defirous of returning to his own Country, on 
w hich they be gan prt.fently to propofe to hün Me
thods for his Efcape; at which Timc, this Aaron 
coming near them, he exprefs'd his Fears of being 
diièovererl by hi m. T'hey anf wered, th at he need 
not fear Aaron, for he was their F riend., and de
figned to go with the1n. As they propofed to hün 
to efcape privately by himfelf, and to n1eet then1 
at a Place they named, he told then1 of his Fears, 
in that Caiè, of meeting with the French Indians 
while he was alone. rrhey anfwered, that if he 
drefs'd himfelf like an Indian, the French Indians 
would do him no Hurt, without iirft calling to 
hin1 ; upon which, if he ftopp'd anci call'd out Ma
Tia, the French Indians would be fo far from hurt
ing hin1, that they would immeàiately come up to 
hin1 and take him by the Hand. Fron1 this, and 
feveral other Incidents, which it would be tedious 
to relate, his Excellency was convinced of forne fe
cret Underftanding bcnveen the Six NatioJJs and the 
Çahntt(Jga~, or Frencb Indians: And that, howevcr 

any 
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-.any Party of our Indians might be induced to fall 
upon the French, they would not at thatTime moleft 
the French Indians, nor prevent the Mifchiefs which 
the Inhabitants received from their fculking Parties. 

For this Rea!on, his Excellency endeavoured to 
fend out again the Company of Rangers, which 
had formerly been employed againft the fculking 
Indians: But, as the A1fembly had made no Provi
fion for this Expence, they refufed to go, unlefs 
he gave his perfonal Bond for their Pa y, at tbree 
Shillings a Day for each private Man, befides their 
Provifion ; and would not be fatisfied with the Pro
mifes that he, by the Ad vice of the Council, made 
them of recommending their Service to the Gene
ral Affembly, and the A1furances he gave them of 
their being rewarded as they defired. 

On their continuing obftinate, his Excellency 
· was of Opinion, that no confiderable Service could 
be expeéted from Men, who were moved by no 
other Principle but that of exceffive Wages : And 
he had Reafon afterwards to be confirmed in this 
Opinion, when Captain Langdon, and afterwards 
Captain 'I'hebout, voluntarily went with their Com
panies of the new-levied Troops to fcour the w·oods, 
and took forne of thefe Albany Men with them as 
Guides, who whenever they apprehended them
ièlves in Danger, by the Difcovery of recent Tratts, 
forne one or other of them could not be kept from 
fi ring their Guns, or making forne N oife, by wh.ich 
theFrenchindians, if any were near them, n1uft know 
how to avoid them. Sorne Indians, who were like
wife fent out in Company with thefe Men, com
plained in like Manner. 

The publick Interpreter, whom the Govern~ 
(as before obferved) had fe nt with others, to invite 
the Six Nations to meet him at Albatry, wrote to 
the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs, ·That they 
met with great Difficulties arrd Obftru.éHons from 
the Sachems, who had been lately at Canada: That 

~ the 
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tl neydees refufed to give ~y Anfwer, tho' they 
· ad ftaid there thir n 'S .e.odeavouting to per
fuade them; and t the Cçyugq,s h~ abfolutely 
refuièd to meet the G e .no.r. On ·which his . x
<elleru:y defired to be infor.me by th~ Cowmif
fion s cf I11Jian Affair,s, 'Whether they: knew.of any 
Perfun of Influence o ln . with the !ntliJlll!, and 

t m be fent an10ng the~ on · s O<:e;lûon. l'bey 
·anfwered, that they knew of oon€; and tbat the 
hzlians were in a very bad Dtfppfition,. and much 
unôer tl1e Influence of the FrBncb. · 

botft this ti . e hi E~œllency being informed, 
that the In erpreter, atld ethers. fent with hin1., had 
negleél:ed to tend proper Invitations to the In4ians 
living on the Branches of Su.fiJ.uehumak River; and 
that Captain V roman, of cohary, was ~ proper Per
fo U) be iènt to thoiè .di ans ; . e fent h.Mn. in Com
pany ith Captain · ta11.1s-, ~ith a Belt Q[ W~Nnpum 

invite them. 
While the lnditm Affair 4pptar'd in this dif

couraging State, an Account ca1ne ·to Town, that 
about twenty y ng Chickej4:Ws were come to the 
Senekqs, to defire them to .fhew them the Way to 
Canada. The Cbickefaws had always been Enemie~ 
o the French : A Party of about five hundred Men 

l; d, four Y ears be fore, been fent out againft them 
i'rom Ca1tada, who were fo entirely routed by the 
Cbickefaws, that few returned. Thefe young Chicke
faws told the Se11ekas, that the Frencb of Canada 
had, about four Years fine~ n1ade them a Vifit, 
and were fo kind to leave them four hundreà Guns, 
whkh were now wore out; and, fince the Frencb 
l1ad not thought fit to bring them an;r n10re Gwns~ 
they were refol ved to go to Cana.da to fetch new 
ones ; and pronüfed, that if the Senekas would 
fhew then1 the W a y, they would go Hon1e and 
return with four hundred ft out F ellows. Sorne 

. other Indian Nations who lived to the Weftward., 
rlircavering their A verfion to the Fre;ub at the fame 

1ïme.-
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Time, thefe Incidents affifted the Governor' s Mef
fengers in bringing more lndians to Albany than 
they expeél:ed, when they wrote to the Commif· 
fioners for lndian Affairs. 

While the Interpreter was at the more diftant 
lndian Caftles, Mr. William Johnfon was indefatiga
ble among the Mohawks ; he dreffed himfelf after 
the lndian Manner, made frequent Dances, accord· 
ing to their Cuftom when they excite to War, and 

, ufed ail the Means he could think of, at a confider
able Expence, ( which his Excellency had promifed 
to repay him) in or der to engage them heartily in 
the W ar againfi: Canada. Tho' he fucceeded, be
yond what any Man in Albany thought could be 
done, yet feveral of the Sachems (in the Conajohary, 
or upper Mohawk Caftle, chiefiy) refufed to en
gage in the W ar ; but infifted, that as this W ar 
was entred into between the Englijh and French, in 
which they had no Intereft, they ought to remain 
neuter. The Englifh and French, they faid, could 
at any Time make Peace ; but if they fhould enter 
into the War, Indians could not make up the 
OEarrel among themfelves, <>therwife than by the 
DeftruCl:ion of one or the other. The French 
could have no Hopes of engaging the Six Nations 
on their Side againft the Englijh, and therefore 
wifei y play' d this Game of endeavouring to make 
them ftand neuter, which they could enforce by 
fl:rong political Arguments, of which the Indians 
were fenfible enough. It is your Intereft, the French 
Emiffaries faid, not to fuffer either the French or the 
Englifh to be abfolute Mafters; for in that Cafe )'OU 

muft become Slaves to the one or t'he otber. From 
this poli tic View chiefly, the Interpreter met with fo 
mu ch Oppofition every where : Tho' it is not to be 
doubted, but that at the fame Time the Frenéb had 
gain' cl forne particular Sachems en tire! y into their 
lntereft ~ however, many were prevailed on to come 
to .dlba1z;J', to hear what the Governor of New-York 

~ 2 had 
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had to fay to them; tho' feveral Sachems ftaid be .. 
hind. 'Vhen they of the more diftant Na ti ons 
came along with the Interpreter to the lower .l1Y!o
hawk Cafl:le, and fou nd that Mr. Johnfon had al
ready engaged n1any of the young Men there to 
join the Army againft Canada, the çthers blamed 
the Mohawks ; telling them with forne W armth, 
Th at they had been very rafh in engaging io far. 
' They ought, the others faid, to have confidered 
' that they, the Mohawks, were the fmalleft in 
' Number of any of the Six Nations, and ought 
' not to have proceeded to fo great a Length, with
' out the previous Confent of the others.' To 
this the Mohawks anfwered, It is truc, we are lefs 
confiderable as /() Number, than any of the other Na
tions ; but our !Jearts are truly Englifh, and al! of 
us are Men a ; Jo tbat, if our Forte be put to the 
fi' rial, perhaps it will be found greater tban you ima
gine. Thefe Difputes, however, continued fo far, 
that the Mohawks, and the other Pive Nations, 
could not go in Company to Albany; theMohawks 
marche<! on one .fide of the River, while the other 
Nations went on the other fi de. [:l'here are two 
Roads from the Mohawks Cajlle to Scheneétada, one 
(;n cacbjide of the Mohawks River.] 

vVhen ~he Indians came near the 1~own of Albany, 
on the 8th of Augu.ft, Mr. JohnjoN put himfelf at 
the Head of the Mohawks, dreifed and painted 
after the Manner of an lndian W ar-Captain ; and 
the l11dians who followed hin1, were likewife drdfed 
and painted, as is ufual with them when they fet out 
in ·w ar. The Indians iàluted the Governor as they 
paifed the Fort, by a running Fire; which his Ex
cellency ordered to be anfwered by a Difcharge of 
fon1c Cannon fron1 the Fort: He afterwards received 
the Sachems in the Fort-Hall, bid them Welcome, 
and treatcd them with a Glafs of \Vine. 

As, 
3 The Six NationJ recl~on aU other lndian Nations v.· omen., 

in comparifon to themfelves. 
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As, by all Accounts, the Diipofition of the Sh· 

Nations feemed at this Tin1e lefs in Favour of the 
Britijh Intereft than was to be wifhed, his Excd
lency thought it necelfary to have frequent Conte
renees, in private, with the principal Sachems of 
each Nation ; fon1etimes fe par a tel y and fingly, at 
other Times with forne of each Nation jointly. 
There were only two of the M1Jhawks Sachems (be· 
fides Aaron before mentioned, who left the Caftle 
at this Ti me) that could not be prevailed on by 
Mr. Johnfon to declare themfelves tor entering into 
the W ar againft Ca11ada : They were both of the 
Conajohary or Upper-Caftle, and one of them the 
Head of the Tri be called the 'rortoife ; ( which, tho, 
not fo numerous as that of the Bear, yetis looke.d 
on as the firft in Rank or Dignity ; ) and, as he 
had been with the Govemor of Canada laft Spring, 
it was thought to be of forne Confequence to gain 
hi m. Mr. Golden, above twenty Y ears fince, had 
the Complement of being received into that Caftle; 
and., about feven Y ears fince (the laft Ti me he had' 
been with the l\1ohawks) had contratted forne n1ore 
particular Acquaintance with thefe two Sachems: 
I-le invited the1n to a private Conference, at which 
the Reverend Mr. Barclay afiifted as Interpreter ; 
they met him, and brought five more with thetn: 
After this Conference thefe Sachems appear' d as 
hearty as any of the others. He that was Head of 
the Tri be call' d the <J'ortoife, faid, ' His U ncle 
' had been the chief War ... Captain among the Mo
' hawks: That his Uncle had particularly diftin
' guilhed himfelf in their W ars againft the French, 
' and he was refolved to fhew himfelf not unwor
' thy of his Anceftors, nor of his Uncle's Name, 
' which he had obtained after his Dea th.' -

After the prin ci pal Sachen1s had, at thefe Con
ferences, been brought to a good Di(pofition,. his 
Excellency advifed with the Gentlemen of the Coun
cil, and tht Con1n1iffioners from the Maffacbufets 
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Bay, on what might be proper to be faid to the Six 
Nations in the publick Speech, which he now pro
pofed to make to them. Col. Wendel! and Mr. Wells 
had arrived from Bo.fton about the End of ]uly, and 
faon after they came to Town, his Excellency or
dered the Gentlemen of the Council to communi~ 
cate to them all the Information which had been re
ceived, with refpeél: to the Indian Affairs: And they 
had frequent Conferences together from Time to 
Time, as Occafion required : It was likewife thought 
proper to communicate, what his Excellency in-

. tended to fay to forne of the Sachems of each Na· 
tion, who were thought moft hearty in the Britijh 
lntereft ; who faid, that it was well conceiv'd as 
could have been clone, had they themfelves advifed 
upon the Subjeét ; only as it had been advifed to 
obferve in the firft Draught, That forne of his Ma
jefty's Subjeéts had been inftigated by the French 
to rife in Rebellion againft the King ; that they had 
becn defeated by one of the King' s Sons ; that 
thefe poor People were now utterly ruined, and had 
nothing 1eft but to bewail their F ally in the Mifery 
that was brought upon them, by fuffering them
felves to be deluded by the Promifes of the French ; 
they faid, that they did not underftand the Affairs 
on the other Side of the Sea, nor did they trouble 
their Heads about them ; and as they had no Me
thod of retaining what is fpoke to then1 but by 
their Memories, they were afraid that this might 
perplex their Memories, and make them lefs atten
tive to what was pro_eerly dieir Bufinefs ; and advifed, 
that it thould tie left out; which accordingly \vas 
do ne. 

Another Difficulty remained ; the p\.lblick Inter
preter had been taken dangeroufiy ill in his Return 
to Albany, and , was at this Time confined to his 
Bed. Tho' feveral were employed, who had Know
ledge fufficient in the Language of the Six Nations, 
to m~e themièlves be underftoocJ, and to under-

ftand 
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ftand what was fpoke to them; yet none of thetn 
-were fo much Mafters of the Langua~, as to fp~._k 
with that Propriety and Diftinétnefs that is expeEt
ed, and ufual on fo folemn an Occafion. It was 
th.ought thete~ re prop> r., ·to make one o~ the Sa
<hems untlerftand th~ Speech, by the Affiftanèê of 
the comrnon· Interpreters. that he might b~ abl tô 
deliver it Paragraph by Paragraph, as it 1hould be 
fpoke. A . firft a Mobawl: Sac~tn \.\faS' prtchèd 
11pon; but the SachenlS ther:rif~Pves told us, That 
for fome time paft a kind Q[ Party-lJiviûon. âmenlt' 
the Six Nations had fubitil:ed; 'L'hat the Mohawks. 
OnandagJ~s, and Senekas. form'd one Party; anc;l the 
OneydtJés, '.tuflàtYtras, and Ca)ugzu, the other: 1"nat' 
as· the Mohawks_ rrHght be îufpeéted to be t11ote·par
:tial to ~he Engltfo., it would be of 1nore U fe to ein • 
ploy one of the othe· Pat:ty ; ang an Oneyd(J achem 
was propofed for that Purpofe.. This Man was 
.eafily ét'îtiuglî mrtdê ro underftahd the Speet~ and 
h~ repeated , it ieveral Times over in private, and 
was inffru~ed where to tnake the proper Stops. 
After the Spèech was dclivered. fO.me of the Com
mitÎioner~ fo( Inaian Afiàirs, and other Perfot1s pre
fent at the :Oelivery., who wderftood bod1- Lan·
guages, acknowledged, that tbis lndian &cl ac~ pit· 
ted ninifelf of ~is T'ruft faithfully_, and h~d deli,'Ver
ed the Senfe oP the Speech cleariy a.nd dtftinÇtly. 

While thefe Jaft Preparations were making, his 
Ex:cellency was taken ill of a Fever., which occa
fioned fom fl her Delay ; and as hi Excdlency 
did not recover fo foon"as was _wifued, the Sachems 
vrere told, that his Excellency being unwilling to 
detain then1 withdut netdiity-;· wo~ld, if they de
fired it, direa Mr. Colde11 të fpea}{ to thtm , ih 1 is 
Name, what lie defigned· to fay. They anfwered, 
that they would be well plearfe-d · to hear · t frorn 
Mr. Coldtn s ~ont 
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At ALBANr the Nineteenth of Augujl, 1746. 
PRESENT, 

{

CADW ALLADER CoLDEN '}Efqrs; of his Ma-
The p L jefty's Council 

Honblc HILIP IVINGSTON, fortheProvincc 
JoHN RuTHERFORD, of New-York. 

The Commiffioners from the Governn1ent of the 
Ma.ffachuftts-Bay. 

The Commifiioners of the Province of New-York 
for lndian Affairs. 

The Mayor and Corporation of Albany. The Of
ficers of the Independent Companies, and of the 
new Levies then at .Albany. Severa! Gentlemen 
of the Province of New-rork : And Strangers. 

J"W'r. Colden introduced the Speech as follows : 

HIS Excellency our Go vern or having been 
taken ill, and as yet not fo weil recovered as 

'that he can fafely come abroad; bas ordered me 
(being the next Perfon to hin:t in the Adminifrration) 
to fpeak to you in his Name, which I !hall do in 
the fame W ords which he defigned to have fpoke, 
bad he not been prevented by Sicknefs. 

Brethrcn, 

" J AM glad to fee fo many of our ancient F riends 
~~~ here, anq heartily bid y ou W elcome. 

[Gave threc Strings of Wampum.] 
" I have caU' d y ou to this Place for two great 

c' Ends, in which the Province of the Maffachufets
" Bay have fent Commiiioners to concur with me, 
~' who are here prefent . . 

" The Firft is, to renew the Covenant-Chain 
" with y ou ; and 1 now by this .Belt, in y our Fa
~-~ ther the King of Grçat·britain'sName, in Behalf 

- · of 
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" of his Majefty's Subjeél:s in North-America, re
" new and confirm the Covenant-Chain, and all 
'' former 'Treaties and Engagetnents entered into 
" with you. This Chain has fron1 the Beginning, 
'' remained fo firm and fl:rong, that it has never 
" once broke or fiipt fince it was firft made; and 
" we, on our Parts, fhall endeavour that it remain 
" fo, unfuaken, as long as the Sun and Moon lhall 
" endure. [Gave a Belt.] 

" Brethren, Laft FaU I told you, that his Ma
'' jefty's Subj.eéts in this Country had, the Sum
" mer bef ore, lain ftill, without attem pting any 
" thing againft the French Settlements : But that 
" the French had by Surprize, attack~d and de
" ftroyed a fmall Place near Cape-Breton, belong
" ing tous. 

" That they afterwards laid Siege to .Annapolis- , 
" Royal, and were beat off. 

" I likewife told you, That the Govetnor of the 
" Maffachufets-Bay, in Conjunétion with Conneéti
" eut and New-Hampjhire, had, in R~venge to 
" thefe Injuries, fent an Army againfr Louijburg, , 
" on the Il1and of Cape-Breton ; th at the Ar my was 
" joined by a Number of his Maiefty,s Ships of 
" War, under the Command of your Friend Ad-
" mirai Warren. 

" I told you, that the Town of Louijburg, which 
" is the ftrongeft the French have in America, was 
" reduced by this Force; and that the French 
" there bad furrendered themfelves and their Coun-
" try to the Englijh. , 

" 1 likewife told you, how we, in this Part of 
" the Country, had Iain ftill, hoping that the 
" French in Canada, would either be quiet, or carry 
" on the War in a manly Manner, and after the 
" Manner of Chriftians. And to induce them 
" thereto, a Meffage had been fent from this Place 
" to the Governor of Canada, to tell him, That if 
" he 1hould revive the inhun1an Cuftom of mur-

~' dering 
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'' dering private People, by ~culk!~g !Midns, that 
'' the feveral Governors of hts· Majtfty' s- Colonies·, 
" together with you our Bretliten of the Si.."4 Na
" tion.s, would join and n1ake Reprifals on therfi 
" in the Iike Manner; at whi.ch rime y ou publickly 
4 ' declared, that if any of liis- Majefty' Subjeéh~ 
4 ' in an]' Part of his GQvemtnentsi fuould be killed 
'' by any .Jnditms, you would· immed1âtely joill in 
" the War'àgainft them, and the French. 

~' And ·laft F all, when I delivered the Hat ch et 
&' into y our Hands~ y ou told me, and cgnfirm, d 
" it with a Bel~ That you would fend forne of 
" your People (who were then teady) to CaJzada, 
" to demand Satisfaétion ; and that if Sari'sfaétion 
~' was refufed., you would ufe tl\e Hatchet againft 
4 ' them, whenever I ihould order it. 

'' And you further promifed~ That i~ ~he Ene
" my ihould commit any further Hoftilities, you 
" would then (upon n1y Cornmands): in1mediarely 
c;, make U fè of the Hatt:ltet. 

" I need nat tell you, liow far the Ftmch have 
u been from giving Satisfattion; on the contrary, 
'' you are weU acquainted with the cruel and bat
" barous Murders that have been comrnitted,. fince 
'' that Time, by the French lndian1 at Saraghtoga, 
" and in the N ejghbourhoods of this Place~ and 
' ' on the Frontiers of New-EngJand; as you hav~ 
" not hitherto fulfillea your Pron1ifes, I fufpeét 
" that they did n<>t come from your Hearts : f 
'" therefore, by this Belt, detnand an immediate 
f Performance of your Promifes, to !h~w that 
• they come fr01n the Bottom of y our Heart.s ; as 
" ail the Promifes I make come from mine, and 
4 ' ever fbàll. [Gave a Be/t.J 

" Bretht·en, I now tome to the fecond and prin
., cipal Defign of our prefent Meeting, in which I 
" hope and expeét to find y ou hearty, and united 
"' in your Councils and Opinions~ [Gave a Belt.] 

" The 
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., The King your F ather, having been. informed 

'' of the~unmanly Murders comn1itted on the Fron
" tiers of New-England, and of this Province, is 
" refolved to fu!xiue the Country of Canada, and 
" thereby put an d to aU the mifchievous De
'' iigns of the French in thefe Parts. And for this 
" purpofe, he has ordered na'S-Go vern ors of 1/ir
,, ginia, 1\1aryland; Pe~tfylvania, and Ntw-JeYfey., 
" to jo in their Forees to the F Oïees of this Pro
" vince, to attack Canada by Land:· They are aU 
" now upon their March, and you will foon fee 
'' them he re. 

'' At the fame Ti me the Forees of the Maffa
" chufet.s-Bay, Connetlicut., Rhode-Jjland, and New
" Hampjhirc, are to go in Ships tG Gapa ... Breton 
" and there join with his Majefty's Ships of War. 
~, and a great Ar my of xperienc' d Soldiers from 
" Great-Britain. 

" Many Shi:ps of W ar are already arrived th re, 
" and fame thoufand of Soldiers; many more Ships 
" and Soldicrs are fclLowing ; and I expett every 
'' Hour to hear of their Arrivai i after which the 
" Attack upon Canada will be made on ali Sides, 
" both by Sea and Land. 

" Y ou may perceive the King bas ordered a 
" Strength fufficient to fubdue Canada; but at the 
" fame Time, the King y our F ath er expects and orders 
" y ou his Children, to join with your wh ole· Foree 
" in this Enterprize ; and thereby gives the Six Na
" tians a gloria us Opportunity of eftablifuing their 
" Fame and Renown over ali the Indian Nations 
" in Amerüa, in the Conqueft of your inveterate 
'' Enemies the French; who, however they may 
" diffemble and profefs Friendlhip, can never for
" get the Slaughter which your F ath ers made of 
'' them ; and for that purpofe, carefs tho fe Na ti ons 
" who have always been your inveterate Enemies, 
H and who defire nothing fo much as to fee the 

'' Name 
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" N ame of the Six .~.Vations become oblitera te, and 
" forgot for ever. [Gave a Belt.] 

" Brethren, The French, on ail Occafions, !hew, 
" that they aél: againft your Brethren the Englifh, 
" like Men that know they clare not look them in 
" the Face in Day.Light; and therefore, like 
" Thieves, il:eal upon poor People, who do not 
" expeét th~m in the Night, and confequently are 
" not !Jrepared for them : Y our Brethren in their 
" Revenge have aét:ed like Men of Courage ; they 
" do not attack poor F anners at their Labour, but 
" boldly attempted the Reduétion of Louijburg, 
" the ftrongeft Town the Fre11ch had in America, 
" in the fortifying of which they had fpent above 
" twenty Y ears : It was furrounded with ftrong 
" Walls and Forts, in which they bad planted their 
4

' largeft Cannon in every Place, where they thought 
" the E1zglijh could come near them; notwithftand
" ing of ail thefe Precautions and Advantages, they 
" were forced to fubmit to the Englifh Valour. 

" Y ou muft have heard from your Fathers, and 
" I doubt not feveral of y our old Men ftill remem
" ber what the French did at Onondaga; how they 
" ~i1rprized your Countrymen at Cadarackui ; how 
" they invaded the Senekas, and what Mifchiefs 
" they did to the Mohawks ; how many of your 
" Countrymen fuffered by the Fire at Montreal. 
" Before they entered upon thefe cruel and mif
" chievous Defigns, they fent Priefts among you 
" to delude you, and lull you af1eep, while they 
4

' were preparing to knock you on the Head; and 
'~ I hear they are attempting to do the fame now. 

· [Gave a Belt.] 
" I need not put you in mind what Revenge 

" y our F athers took for thefe Injuries, w hen they 
" put ali the Hland of Mo1ztreal, and a great Part 
., of Canada, to Fire and Sword ; can you think 
" that the French forget this ? No, they have the 
~~ Ax privately in their Hands againft you, and 

4 " ufe 
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" ufe thefe deceitful Arts, by which only they have 
" been able to gain Advantage over you, rhat by 
" your trufting to them, they may at forne time 
" or other, at one Blow, remove from the Face of 
" the Earth, the Remembrance of a People that 
" have fo often put them to Shame and Flight. 

" If y our F athers could now rife out of their 
" Graves, how would their He arts leap with J oy 
" to fee this Day ; when fo glorious an Opportu
" nity is put into their Hands to revenge ali the 
" Injuries their Country has received from the 
" French, and be never more expofed to their 
" Treachery and Deceit. I make no doubt you 
" are the true Sons of fuch renowned and brave 
" Anceftors, animated with the fàme Spirit for 
" your Country's Glory, and in Revenge of the 
" Injuries your Fathers received, uncapable of be
" ing deluded by the flattering Speeches of them, 
" who always have been, and always muft be, in 
" their Hearts, your Enernies, and who defire no-. 
" thing more, than the Deftruêtion of y our Na
" tions. 

" I therefore invite you, Brethren, by this Belt, 
" to join with us, and to fhare with us, in the Ho
" nour of the Conqueft of our, and your deceit
'' fui Enemies; and that you not only join ali the 
" Foree of the Six Nations wita us, but likewife 
" invite aU the Nations depending on y ou, to take 
'' a Share in this glorious Enterprize:. And 1 wi11 
" furniih your fighting Men with Arms, Ammu
,, nition, Cloathing, Provifions, and every Thing 
" neceifary for the W ar ; and in thcir Abfenée, 
" take Care of their Wives and Children. 

[Gave the IYsr-Belt.] 
" Brethren, Y ou have feen how daring and in

" fulting on you, as well as us, the French Jndians 
" have been, in cruelly murdering ièveral of our 
" People, fince you have come to this Place ; and 
" therefore, for the n1any R~afons now laid before 
-: " you, 
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,, you, I make no doubt but your Anfwer will 
"' clearly manifett yom Duty to the King your Fa
~' ther, and your Love to your Brethren; and by 
~' this Belt I do affure you~ that our Intent is, to 
~' live and die together." [Gavt a Belt of Friendjhip.] 

At eve~y Stop where a Belt was given, one of the 
Sachems caWd out To-hay, to which ali the reft an
fwered in a Sound which cannat be exprelfed in our 
Letters, but feem' d to confift of two W ords re
markably diftinguifhed in th~ Cadence; 1t feem'd 
to this purpofe; the Sachem calJs, Do your hiar? 
The Anfwer is, We attend and remember, or un
derftand ; or elfe it is a Kind of Plaudit our In
terpreters could not explain. At the Clofe of the 
Speech, one Sachem of each Nation call' d out feve
rally the ra-bay, to which the others of the fame 
Nation anfwer'd feverally: But when the War-Belt 
was thrown clown, they gave the W ar-Shout. W e 
expeéted but fix of thefe Plaudits, according to 
the Number 0f the Six Nations, but eight were di
ftinétly delivered ; by which we underil:ood forne 
other Nations were united with them on this Oc
cafion. 

After the Speech was delivered, the Sachems of 
the feveral 1 ations had Conferences together; and 
fame time being fpent in deliberating, they acquaint
~d his Excellency, ' That they had agreed upon 
~ their Anfwer, which they were ready to give 
~ whenever he would appoint a Time ta receive it ;' 
and he named the next Day. 

Accordingly on the 2 3d of Auguft, I-Iis ExcEL
LE NeY- being prefent; the Gentlemen of the 
Council ; the Commiffioners from Boflon; the 
C mmiffioners for Indian Affairs ; the Corpo
ration of Albany ; and many Gentlemen, as at 
the TiÇle wh n his Excellencis Speech was 
delivered, 
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An 'D;Jo1}daga S chem, who had formerly been 

Speak for the Six Nations on feveral ptlblick Oc
cafions, rofe up and fpoke : What he faid was pub .. 
Hc~ly interprettd, in the Hearlng of feveral who 

oorftood the Intiian Language well, as follows : 

Bœthren of JVew-rork, and of the Maffacbuftts
B4y, 

ff.TE the Six Nations are 1zow alfembled togetber as 
o;ze Mtm, and we take in the Meffefagues for 

the ft'"v'enth Nation ; and wh at is now to be fpoken by 
one Moutb, are the joint a1id fincere ~boughts of 
t'very Heart. 

fVe are pleas'd tbat you follow the Sttps of our 
Fore·fnthers, in wiping off the forrowful 'Tca·ïs from 
cttr Eyes., by wbich the Stoppage of our 'I'hroa/s are 
ope11td, tmd the blt;ody Bed wajh' d dean. 

[Gave three Strings of Wan1pu1n.] 
Br~thren, '.the firft 'IÏme we-met together, 1-RJC only 

/flluted each other by jhaking of Flm1ds; wc after
wards made a CoveHant Cbain of Si/ver, which we 
mutually have held fafl to this Day; Jhould it now 
jlip fro·m e;'ther of our Hands, il would pr01)e Deflruc
tia1t to botb Sides, fince our E11emies have drawn the 
Sword. [Gave a Bclt.] 

Brother of New-York ; Lafl Te ar y ott gave us th~ 
1/atchet to be made Ufe of agai11fl your Enemies, the 
French, which we accepted and promiftd to make 
ufe of it if they jhould commit any farther Hojtilities 
upon the Englifh, which they have naw done by de
flro)·ing Saraghtoga, and jhedding a great deal of 
Blood: Hitberto we have made no ufe of the Elatchet; 
but as )'OU now call upou us, 'Zoe are retZdy, and do 
declare from the Bottom of our Hearts, that we will 
from this Day, make ufe of it agai11.ft the French, and 
their Children, (meaning their Indtans.) 

[N.B. The ~eftion was aflœd them by his Ex
cellency, Whether by the\~ ords their Chi/dren, 

they 
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they n1eant all the Indians in Alliance with the 
French? to which they anfwered, res.] 

[At the End of the foregoing Paragraph, the 
Speaker threw clown a War-Belt of Wampum 
on the Ground, it being the Indian Cuftom 
to deliver \Var-Belts, or make Declaration of 
W ar in this Manner : This he did with a re
n1arkable Shew of Indignation, intending 
thereby to exprefs their Refentlnent againil: 
the 'French and their Allies, and their Zeal for 
the Englifh.] . [Gave a Belt.] 

Brother of New-York; According to your Exhor
tation in your Speech to us, we are firmly united toge
ther from this 'fime, to aét as baving one lleart; the 
Meifefagues are in the Jàme Mamur joined and united 
with us, likewife the Southern Ntztions bordering upon 
us ; and we hope that you, and the other Governors 
tm the Contiftent, will be in the fame Manner joined 
tmd united togethèr. [Gave a Belt.] 

[They repeated over his Excellency' s Speech in 
Relation to the Conqueft of Cape-Breton; and 
added, fVe hope that our Fleet and Arnry will be 
alfo ·viétorious in the prefen' Expedition againft 
Canad~; for the French are a mifcbie·vous Peo
ple. [Gave a I3elt.] 

As to )'OUr Sufpicions of our admitting French 
Priefts among us., they are become ground!efs, jince 
we have now d~clared War againft them: 'J:he ad
mitting of Priejfs, wou!d only t-end to lull us afleep to 
our DeftruBion; jhou!d any now dare to come, we 
know no ùJe for them but to roaft them. · 'l'he 'lhoughts 
~f the 'I'reatment we for;nerly received from the French, 
thrr/ the Means of their Priejls, and which you now 
fto.fonably have brougbt to our Remembrance, makes 
our Blood to boil. · 

Broth~r of New-Yor.~; 'l'his is the fecond 'Time you 
bave put th~ Hatchet into our Hands, which we accept, 
and are ready togo ttpon Serr;.;ice. Tc.u may foe that we 
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have but a Handful of fighting Men here at prefent ; 
however, fome of them from each Nation jhall be left 
behind us to follov; yourOrders. 

When we return tq our refpeftive Caftles, we jhall 
fend down a great Number of our Warriors, atJd of 
thofe of the Nations in Alliance witb us, as foon as 
pojJible. 

rJ'his we affure you of from the 'l'ruth and Sincerity 
of our Hearts; and we receive, and jhall preferve 
this large Belt, [holding it up at the fame Ti me] 
which you have now given us, as a War-Hatchet. 

Brethren, :J'bis is the Bût of Union with whicb 
we are to go Hand in Hand to the Gate of our Ene· 
mies, and by it we declare our Intention to conquer or 
die in the common Caufe. 

rJ'bere is a Nation call' d the Meffefagues, whofe 
Dclegates are here preftnt: 'l'bey confifl of five Caftles, 
containing eight hundred Men, who are all determined, 
and do agree to join us, in this common Caufe, againft 
our Enemies the French, and their Indians; and we 
hope you, and the Commiffioners from Bofton, will 
ufe them in Juch a Manner that they will go home 
content and Jatisfied. 

[Gave a Belt of Union, in which the Figures 
of feveral Perfons join' d Hand in Rand, 
was wrought. 

The Perfon who interpreted, returned the To-hab 
at the End of every Paragraph, and having done 
the fame at the Time they declared W ar, it occa
fioned Laughter among them; upon which, ob
ferving his Miftake, he began the 'V ar-Shout, in 
which ali the lndians joined. 

The Me.f!efagues are a Nation of Indians, living 
near the Place called De :froit by the French, and 
fituate between Lake Erie and the Huron Lake. 

After the Speaker bad fini!hed, his Excellency 
told them by the Interpreter, that the King their 
Father had ordered h!m to make them a Pte.{ènt on 
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this Occafion ; and that the Government of Virginia 
bad on the fame Occafion, fent them a Prefent. 
,_fhe Commiffioners fron1 Bofton at the fame Time 
told the111, that they had a Prefent from their Go
vernment ; and as they werc foon to return Hon1e, 
defired the Six Natio1ts to corne to their Lodgings 
to receive it ; on which the Indians defired his Ex
cellency to delay his Prefent to next Day, and they 
itnn1ediately went to receive their Prefents from 
he Commiffioners of the Mcif!achufets-Bay. 

The next Day, the Prefents from the King being 
expofed on one Part, and thofe from Virginia fe
parately near them, it was agreed by the People of 
11lba1ry, who had ièen many publick Prefents given 
to the Six Nations on Treaties with then1, that this 
was the n1oft valuable ever given. His Excelltncy 
on gi ving the Prefents, faid ; 

" Br et bren, 
~' y 0 U here fee a Token of the Regard the 
" King your Father has for you; and there 
" i a Token of the Friendfhip of the Government 
'' of Virginia: But on this Occafion 1 cannat for-
' be ar taking Notice to y ou, that forne of y our 

" People being at Canada, when the News of the 
" R.eduétion of Cape-Breton came there, and when 
" the French expetl:ed that f?2Jtebec would be Ïln
" mediately attacked in Confequence of it, fèveral 
" of them joined with the French, and promifed 
" them Aillfrance. 'I'his occafioned forne Uneafi
'' nefs to y our Brethren, being contrary to the 
'' Faith of y our Nations, as well as to y our Bre
" thren' s Expeél:ations ; however, y ou n1ay now, 
" by performing the Prmnifes y ou Y efterday made 
" in the mofl: iolemn Manner, remove all Sufpi
" cions ; and for ever fecur~ the Friendihip of your 
'' Brethren, which hitherto has fron1 the Beginning, 
" remained unvrolated on their Parts. The Goods 
" n<Mw befQre you, are Prefents to the Six Nations; 

- ~~ and, 



FtvE INDIAN NATIONs, &c. 
" and, as we have received the Meffefagues into the 
'' Covenant betmen you and us, I expeét that they 
" !hall fuare with you. Befides thefe general Pre .. 
" fents now made to your Nations, I have pre
" pared proper Cloathing for y our W ar-Captains, 
" and the W arriors who fhall go under their Com
" mand; together with Arms, Ammunition and 
" Provifions, which !hall be delivered to the fe .. 
" veral Parties at the Time they ihall go out on 
" Service." 

What his Excellency faid having been interpret
ed by a Mohawk Sachem, the Sachem added of his 
own Head, Tou now fee horu1 you are here treated, 
re ally like Brethren; the Governor of Canada does not 
t·reat his Indians fo; they are Jet on like his Dogs, and 
they run on without Thought or Confideration: Tou fee 
what a nôble Prefent is made to )'OU ; if the Governor 
of Canada jhould feize all the Goods in that Country., 
it wou!d not be in his Power to make Juch a Prejent. 

The Onondaga Sachem, Speaker of the Six N~· 
lions, immediately replied, 

Brethren of New-rork, New-England, and 
Pirginia; 

JVE beard, and obferve well, what you now and 
former/y JPoke to us ; and we beg no mention may 

hereafter be made of what paffed laft Fait, jince we 
are now heartily enter' d into the War with you, and 
have promifed as many fighting Men from each Caftle 
as can be fpared; and likewife to engage as great 
Numbers of every Nation in Alliance witb us, as we 
can, to join immediately witb us in the War againft 
the French, and the Nations wbo adhere to them. 

Brethren of New-Tork, New-En gland, and 
Pirginia, 

Tou muft not fufpefl that it proceeds from any Back,.. 
wardneft in us, tbat a greater Number of ~ur People 
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do not at this Jnftant join with you ; the Reafon is, 
our Caftles have but few fighting Men in them, many 
are nou' Abroad, forne hunting and trading with far 
diftant Nations, and others out fighting againft our 
Enemies; all tbefe we .foall recall Home as foon as 
poffible, in order to· enter with ali our Force, into the 
War againft your and our common Enemy. 

Brother, We ha·ve no more to fay at this CJ'ime, but 
only to tell you, we are [orry tbat we can Jo little Jhew 
our I-learts by the Prefents we now offer; our huuting 
has been Jo very poor, that we cannot make you Pre
fonts fuit ab Je to our Inclinations. 

The MohartJJks added feparately : We have been 
employed al! Summer in your Service as Out-fcouts, to 
gain Intelligence, or in fome Manner or otber, and 
thereby kept from hunting: fVe ha·ve no Furrs to offer 
you, but we here preftnt our Perfons, to ferve JOU 

wherever y ott Jhall comma11d. 

That Day was fpent in dividing the Prefents 
among themfelves. W e were told, that thefe Pre
fents were divided into eight equal Parts, of which 
they gave two to the Mejfofague Deputies. 

The next Day the v"Var-Kettle was fet over the 
Fire, and towards E vening the Indians in his Ex
cellehcy's Prefence, where 1nany Gentlemen at
tended him, began the War-Dance, and continued 
it till late in the Night : They were painted as when 
they go to W ar. The Dance is a flow and folemn 
Motion, accompanied with a pathetick Song. The 
India11s in their Turns perform this fingly, but it is 
not eafy to defcribe the Particularities of it. 

His Excellency call'd feveral of the chief Sa
chems who had been ufeful in the Treaty, to him 
in private, and gave them Prefents feverally; nei
ther did he forget the l'v'Ie.f!efague Deputies: He had 
a particular Conference with one of them in pri
vate, the other was fick of the Small-Pox. At this 
Conference, this Deputy aifured his Excellency of 
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the good Inclinations of his Nation to the Englifh, 
and their Averfion to the French; he faid, ' 'rhat 
., many of the Nat ions to the W efhvard of thetn, 
4> difiiked the French;' and as an Inftance of it, he 
told, ' That the French lately having preffed a 
' neighbouring Na ti on to take up the Hatchet 
' againft the Englijh, they received it ; but n1ade 
' U fe of it againft th.e French thcn1felves, and 
' kill' d ali the Fr:ench th n with them, being fixty 
' in Number, with the Lofs of only one Man of 
' their own Nation.' 1-Iis Excellency made him 
handfome Prefents, and gave hiln a Belt to carry 
to his Nation, with an Invitation to jo in in the vV ar 
againft the French ; the Mejfefltgue received them 
with a Profeffion .of the n1oft fincere and hearty 
F riendfhip ·; and that he tnade no doubt of bring
iflg two, three, or four hundred Men of his N ati
on, to ferve this Fall againft the French . .f-Ie added, 
' That he and feveral of his Relations would in1-
' mediately ufe their beft Endeavours, with feve
' ral other Nations to the Weftward of them, who 
' were nun1erous, to join againft the French ; in 
' which, he faid, he had great Hopes of Succefs, 
' becaufe they were diffatisfied with the French.' 

I-Iis Excellency took ail poffible Care of the fick 
Jvleffejàgue, had him brought into a Houfe, and or
dered him, to be attended by two Phyficians ; but 
the poor Man had the Misfortune to die, after he 
hJd been above a Fortnight ill. When he found 
himfelf near his End, he fent to the Governor, to 
defire hitn as his laft Requeft, that his Excellency 
would fend the firft French Scalp that fhould be 
taken, to his Mother; and when he was told that 
his Excellency had promifed it, he ihewed a Con
tentednefs and Refignation to Death. This Misfor
tune was increafed by the Death of the ether Meffe
fague Deputy likewife, who was taken ill in his W a y 
I-lome, and died. 'l'he Six Nations took Care of 
their Wives and Children, who had cotne with 
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them ; and it was not doubted but that they, and 
ali the Prefents given them, wonld be fafely con-
veyed to their own Homes. · 

Having fo far given an Account of what paffed 
with the Six Nations, it 1nay be proper next to re
late the Treaty with the Mehikanders, or River In
dians, viz. The feveral Tribes of Indians living at 
feveral Places on each Side of Hudfon's River. 

On his Excellency's Arrivai at Albany, having 
found that there had been a Negleél: in fending for 
the Efopus and Mini.flink Indians, he fent Orders for 
thetn to be invited. The Mehikanders being con
veened the 21ft, his Excellency direél:ed Mr. Col
den to fpeak to them in his N ame and W ords ; 
which Mr. Golden did; the other Gentlemen of the 
Council, the Commiffioners from Br;jlon, the Com
miffioners for Indian Affairs, and feveral other Gen
tleinen being prefent, in the Vl ords following : 

" Children, " 1 A M glad to meet y ou at this Time, as are 
" likewife the Commiffioners from the Ma.Dà
" chufets-Bay, who are now come hither to concur 
" with me tipon the prefent Occafion ; and I take 
'' this Opportunity to renew the ancient Covenant 
" Chain with you, in Behalf of this and ali his 
" Majefty's Govermnents in America, which you 
" know has always been kept bright and cltan, 
" without any of the leaft Stain or R uft, and which 

· " by this Belt I ftrengthen. [Gave a Belt.] 
H Children, My meeting you berc, befides re

" newing the Covenant Chain, is with Intention 
" that you fhould join your Force with ours, by 
'' taking up the Id.atche:t againfr our and your corn
" . 1non Enemies the French, and their lndians; 
u who have in a very unmanly Manner, by fculk
" ing Parties, murdered in cold Blood, many of 
"' your Brethrcn in this and the Province of the 
~~ ~'1affachufet's -Bay. 

'' This 
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" This Behaviour lays us under a Neccffity of 

" n1aking Reprifals on thcn1 in like Mann er, in 
" which I make no doubt of yoùr Affl{bncc; and 
" we are refolved to take a thorough Revenge of 
" our and your perpetuai Enemics, by rcducing 
" the Country of Canada, that it n1ay not be in 
" the Power of thefe perfidious, deceitful, and · 
" cruel People, to do you or us any lnjury for 
'' the future: For whichPurpofe all the neighbour
" ing Colonies, together with many Ships of W ar 
'' and Soldiers fron1 Great-Britaùt, are refolved to 
" unite thtir Foree, and to attack Canada in all 
" Parts, both by Sea and Land ; and I make no 
" doubt, yon will on this Occafion fl1ew yourfelves 
" dutiful Children, in joining heartily with us and 
" the Six Nations, in this glorious Enterprize; by 
" which you will not only gain Honour and "R;e
" nown, but alfo Safety and Profperity to your
" felves, your Wives, and Children for ever after
" wards : And for which End I w;ill furnifu your 
" fighting Men with Anns, Am munition, Cloath
'' ing, Provifions, and every Thing necdfary for 
" the War." [Gave a War-Belt.] 

On the 26th they gave their Anfwer, which was 
interpreted in the following Words ; (the fatne 
Perfons being prefent, that were when the Gover
nor' s Speech was delivered to them.) 

Father, 
Jf.T E are glad to fee you; and we are come tore

new the Covenant Chain, and make it faft and 
bright as ever, and free from Ruft, and as a '1oken, 
thereof we give you this Belt. [Gave a Belt.] 

Father, Tou have told us what Mifchief the 
French have done, and what Murders upon the Chrif 
tians they have coi7zmitted; therefore we declare from 
our Hearts, and not from our Lips only, that as you 
bave ordered us to jhed the Enemies Blood in Return 
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for what they have donc, we are refolved to live and 
die with you in the common Caufe. 

When you Chriflians are at War, you make Peace 
with one another, but it is not Jo with us, therefore 
we depend upon you to take Gare of uJ; in Confidence 
of which, we now take up the Hatchet, and will 
make Uft of it againft the French, and their Indians. 

[Gave a Belt with a Hatchet.] 

After their Anfwer they began the War-Dance, 
and his Excellency ordered a confiderable Prefent 
in Goods to be publickly given them. None of 
thefe are fufpeéted to be under French Influence. 

As there was no Advice of the Arrivai of the 
Fleet, and no Plan of Operations agreed on in Cafe 
the Fleet did not arrive, the fupporting of about 

· feven hundred lndians was a great Expence to his 
Excellency, for w hi ch he had no .. t\.llowance frmn 
the Province of Ne'l.Uit Tork, or for any ether Charge 
attending this Treaty : And as many of the Indi
ans, (above twenty) had got the Small-pox, it be .. 
ing impraél:icable to prevent their going into Town, 
or conv~rfing with the Town's People, and the In
dians becoming uneafy by Reafon of the Sicknefs , 
of many, and Death of forne; his Excellency 
thought it moft prudent to difn1ifs them as foon as 
poffible from this Place, and to give Orders to Mr. 
Johnfon, _ to fénd out feveral Parties from Scheneüade, 
or his own Settlcment near the lower Mohawk 
Caftle, to harrafs the French Settlements in Canada ; 
and [i r that Purpofe delivered to him Cloathing, 
Arms ~.:.d Ammunition, to be given to the fi~ht
ing l\1en, as his Excellency had promifed them 
whenever they entered on Service, and impowered 
him to furni1h the1n with Provifions, and whatever 
N eceffaries they fhould want. 

Betore they went, his Excellency fent to them, 
to defire them to leave their Sick, with a Promifè 
to t~\ke ail Care poffible of them, and that he would 

order 



FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, &c. ISS 
orcier Phyficians to attend them. They were very 
Jenfible of this Kindnefs, and ~cknowledged it; 
but not above two or three could be prevailed to 
ftay, who were fo ill that they could not be re
Jnoved : Ali poffible Care was taken of the other 
Sick, in the W aggons which carried thern to 
Scheneélade. 

On the 2 6th of September, the Cap tains Staats 
and Vromen, brought the Indians living on the 
Branches of the Sufquehannah River; they came in 
the Indian Order, marching in a fingle Line one 
after the other, and as they paffed the Fort, fa
luted by a running Fire along the Line ; which 
Salute the Governor ordered to be returned, oy a 
Difcharge of forne Cannon from the Fort. 

On Monday the 8th of the fame Month his Ex
cellency fpoke to thetn, telling the1n the Sub
ftance of what he had ordered to be faid to the 
Six Nations, and their Anfwer ; and as this has 
been fet forth at Length before, it is needlefs to 
repeat what was then faid. The Reafon of his Ex
cellency's fpeaking to them in this Manner was, 
becaufe thefe Na ti ons living on the Sufquehannab 
River and its Branches, are known to be Depen
dents on the Six Nations. 

The next Day they gave their A.nfwer; the Gen
tlemen of the Co une il, the Con1miffioners for In
dian Affairs, the Corporation of Albany, the Officers 
of the four Independent Companies, and feveral 
Officers of the new Levies, and other Gentlemen 
being prefent, as they were when his Excellency 
fpoke to the Indians: Their Anfwer was publickly 
interpreted as as follows ; 

Brother of New-York, 
W E li<TJe at 0 hguago ; wh at News y ou fend to 

the Six Nations is not truly reported to us, nor 
what the Governor of Canada fends to them ; we have 
not been properh' take1t Notice of, nor timely acquaint

etl 
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ad with your Dfjig1t to treat with the Six Nation5, 
till ne ar the 'IÏme th at y our Interview with them was 
over; otherwife we Jhould have readily come along 
with them, to hear wbat our Brother had to propofe 
to us ; and if we bad received earlier Notice, a much 
larger Number of our fighting Me1t would have come 
along with us: Our Settlements are fcattering, and 
fome of them at a great Diftance from others, and many 
of our Men are from Home a hunting; wc bave, 
bowe'Ver, fent the Belt of Invitation forward to tbofe 
who live at a greater Diftance, that they may be able 
at the 'IÏme appointed, to come and join us in the War, 
as by your Belt wc 'lil'ere dejired. 

Brother, rau Yeflerday informed us of what you 
bad faid to the Six Nations, and their Anfwer ; we 
are gri~ed that the Six Nations have not already 
made ufe of the Hatchet, but have hitherto kept it by 
them, and have not fent out their young Men to re
~enge the Murder.r u·hich have been committed by the 
Enemy. 

Wc are refolved to make ufe of the Hatchet againft 
the French, to 1~eve11ge the Injuries done to you and 
)'OUr People, our Brethren. · 

We have recei-ved at 'times very different Kind of 
l~lews from the Six Nations, fometimes it feemed as if 
the French would be J'vlafters ; but it cannot be fo, 
they are a decei~ful People, and cannat be trufted; 
tbey make fair Promi.Jês, and bave no lntentio11, to 
perform them; t:bey flatter themfelves w;th Hopes to 
iJe Mtifters, but they jhall be difappointed; for we 
jhall keep the Hatcbet firmly in our Rands, and are 
rèfolved to make Ufe of it. 

We know feveral Roads that lead to C:mada, we 
tvant to fee the Hatchet, that we may take it up. 

Upon which his Excellency threw down a 
"Hanger, which the Speaker took up and began 
he \V ar-Dance, and feveral others danced the fame 
a~ter h1m. 

~ft cr 
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After which they defired his Excellency to take 
Care of thc1n, as he had promifed. 

His Excellency returned them Thanks for thcir 
fo readily taking up the Hatchet ; he [·üd, that he 
would prcièntly fet the War-Kettle over the Fire, 
and provide then1 with every Tl1ing ncceifary for 
the War. His Excellency g2.vc then1 a handfo1ne 
Prefent in publick for their 1\ ations in gcncr~l, and 
private Prefents to their principal Sachen1s; one of 
which promifed, that after his return Home, he 
would go round all the Indian Settle1nents, to in
vite the-In into the W ar againft the FretZch, and thcir 
Indians ; and that he did not doubt to be able to 
bring fix hundred Men from the Indian Settlements 
on the Sufquehannah River and its Branèhes, to 
march at any Time, and to any Place, his Excel
lency fuould appoint, in orcier to jo in the Forees in
tended againft Canada; in the mean Titne they 
would caufe a Party of their l\1en to go out with 
his Men to fcour the Woods, and clear them of 
the }rench ièulking I11dians. 

i\.bout this Tin1e, a Se~jeant of Capt. Li·vittg-
flon's Con1pany wa.s furprized and kiiled by a fculk
ing Party of French Indians : In a few Minutes af
ter the Account of this came to his Excellency, who 
happencd to be dining at that Time in Capt. Wrex
all' s T e nt, fourteen 0f the Sufquehannah lndians 
were obièrved running paft the Tent, in order to 
crofs the River, and meet the FreJtch Indians; 
which his Excellency obferving, and being appre
henfive that they might meet with forne of the 
Parties of the new Levies that were gone out for 
the fame Pur po fe, and th:1t they migh t be in Dan
ger of being attacked through Miitake ; he afk' d 
if any of the Guard which then attended, would 
voluntarily go along with the Indians? Two Men 
oifered themfelves, who went with one who un
derftood the Indian Language, in order to prevent 
M\ftakes. Happy it was that this Precaution was 

4 taken; 
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taken; for Capt. Fanning with a great Part of his 
Company, having gone out with the fame Inten
tion of intercepting the French Indians, he difcover-

, ed this Party vf our lndians, and t:'king them to 
be French Indians, he kept his l\1erj under the Cover 
of forne Bufhes ~vith their Arms ready to fire, 
exp t:· 1.g r...1e np·1rer Ar ~;roach of the lndians ; 
w Pc ont of the --=hrii1:1 ~ns who were with them, 
obferving Capt. Fanning's Men, called out, and 
came up to Ca pt. Fanning when his Men were ready 
to fire. None of the Parties th at went out were 
able to difcover any of the Enemy. 

His Excellency afterwards iènt out fixteen of 
thefe Indians, and cloathed them for that Purpofe, 
together with about fixty Men detached fro1n the 
Cornpanies levied in the County of Albany, in arder 
to fcour the vV oods, and to ad vance as t:1r as the 
Lakes to gain Intellige:nce, by taking Prifoners or 
othetwife. While this Party was out, forne of the 
'fndians tèll fick, and the others being apprehenfive 
of the iàn1e Misfortune, they return' d, after having 
l cen but a few Days in the Woods. His Excel
lcncy th en perceiving the U neafinefs the lndians 
vere tmder frmn the Apprehenfions of Sicknefs, · 

fou nd it ncceiTary to difmifs them ali, on their Pro
mife to return, whenevcr his Excellency lhould or
der, with ali the Force they {hall be able to colleèt; 
and ~hich, they faid, as before obferved, might 
an1otmt to fix hundred lVIen. The N umber of In
dians that came at this Time from the Sufquehannah 
River, confifted only of about fixty fighting JY1en, 
bcfides old Men, W omen, and Children: 1\!Iore 
h8.d come ne~r to Albany, but having there hcard 
of the Small-pox and Sicknefs that was at Albany, 
znd that many of the Six Nations had catched the 
Infèélion, and feveral of them were dead, t •. ey re
turned back . 

.. l\fter the Six J'tlations Ieft Albany, many of rhen1 
:vere taken fick on their 'vVay Home, before they 

rer~ched 
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reached the Mohawk Caftles, and a confiderable 

rumber of the brifkeft young Men of the Mohawks 

died. This retarded the Execution of the Order 

given to Mr. Johnfon, to fend out Parties to harrafs 

the French Settlements in Canada, though he ufed 

ali the Means in his Power to effeét it. While he 
was preffing them to this Purpofe, one of the Sa· 

chems who had promifed to head a Party from the 

Canajohary Caftle, faid, rou feem to think that Wl 

are Brutes, that 1/Je have no Senfe of tloe Lofs of our 

dearefl Relations, and fome of them the bravefl Men 

we bad in our Nation: Tou muft allow us Time to be· 

wail our Misfortune. 
About ten Da ys before his Excellency left Albany, 

a Party of upwards of feventy Men, confifring of 

forne of each Nation, went againft Canada : Sorne 

Chriftians were of the Party to affift and direél:, and 

to be Witneffes of the Behaviour of the Indians. 

They were to avoid aU the Lakes, and the ufual 

Roads and Paffes to Canada, and were to go thro' 

the Woods over Mountains, that are feldom paffed, 

to prevent the Enemies difcovering them : But 

after thefe had been out, Capt. Butler's Son, to 

whom the chief Direétion of this Party was com

mitted, was taken ill of the Small-pox, and five 

of the Indians were obliged to return to carry him 

Home. Another fmall Party was fent out to take 

Prifoners, and gain Intelligence at Crown-Poùzt. At 

the writing of this, it is not known what Succefs 

they have had. 
When the Six Nations had come as far as the 

lower Mohawk Caftle, in their return Home, they 

were met by about fix Men of the ir own Nations, 

who delivered a Meifage fr01n Canada, which had 

been brought by the Indian who was taken by the 

French at Crown Point, and carried to Canada. The 
Meifage was interpreted in the following W ords : 

" The Governor of Cmzada had called the Cahnu

~~ (lga lndit~1J! to him, and then ccmp!ained to 
~~ t~t:m, 
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" then1, that forne of the Six Nations, his Chil
'' dren, had killed forne of his People : Y ou all 
" know, he faid, that I am not hafty or paffionate, 
" but will rather bear a great deal than ihew Re
" fentlnent, wherefore I am refolved to pafs this 
" over ; but in the mean Tirne I muft defire you 
~' to go among the Six Nations, to find out the 
" Reafon of this Proceeding, and to tell them, 
" that if any Thing like it happen again, I will 
" make then1 fm art : Y ou may neverthele(') affure 
,, my Children a of the Six Nations, that 1 love 
4

' and efteem them equJll y with the Cahnuagas, 
'' or Shawerzdadies b, being of the fame Blood. 
" And to convince then1 ot my Love, I now fend 
" back to them one of thcir People that was taken 
" at Crawn Point, without eating his Flefl1. And 
" now Calmuagas, tny Children, I would not have 
" you fpiH any more B1ood from .Albany upwards, 
4 ' for I begin to pit · their Weaknefs ; but turn 
" your Arms tow.Œds Ne·;;;-E11gland, againft your 
" moft inveterate Enemies, there is the Place for 
" you to gain 1-Ionour now." 

1~he Ct~hnuagas gave the following Anfwer to 
the Governor of Canada: Father, l,.ott are in the 
wro11g, to Jifire us to go among the Six Nations for 
lntelügmce, or 1.vith ]Yfenaces; for Juch will only jfir 
them up, tmd bri;;g them and all their Allies (who are 
çz_•e1y numerous) upon you) to defiroy yott at once. We 
know the;· are not to be bu!lied by your Words or ours, 
l[t;hen/oJ e, Father, 'We muflleûve you togo through 
this lt o. ·l by )'Ottrfilf. 

After haying as above, related what had palfed 
between then1 and the Governor of Canctda, they 
fcnt the follo\ving Mdf,lge from themfèlves. 

Brethren 

a The Governor of Caz.·,;;J.:z caUs the Si.'l.· Nations, (and al1 the 
h1dia11 Nations depend!ng on him) Children, as the Governor of 
]\'e"l.t'-l~rk calls them Brethrw. 

b A1 other Settlement of Deferters fro~ the Si~ Natiom, ami 
d \ ·elh g ne ar 111ontrea/. . . -
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Brethren of the Six Nations, " W e hear the Go

" vern or of New- rork has invited ·y ou to meet 
" . him ; we intreat you not to mind any Thing he 
" fuall fay, in order to fet y ou againft us ; for if 
" y ou do, you, as weil as we, muft ail die. Where
" fore, Brethren, we conjure y ou by ali the Ties of 
' ' Friendfhip fubfifting between us, to inform us of 
" any Defign that is plotting againft us ; and that 
" when any fuch Thing ihall be difcovered, you 
" will fend an Exprefs to Cadarackui a, where our 
" Fire always burns. 

" Brethren, W e fhall be glad to fee you next 
" Spring at Cahnuaga, to hold a Council toge
" ther, where you fuall be as fafe and welcome as 
'' ever. 

'
11 Brethren, The Governor our F ather, being in

" formed, that your Governor is raifing Men to 
" come againft Canada, defires us to tell you, that 
" he has one thoufand eight hundred Men at Crown 
" Point, ready to give them Battle; in which 
" Number, the Men of eight Caftles of the Uta
" wawas are included. 

'' Brethren, Be not angry at our deftroying Sa
" raghtoga laft Fall; Col. Schuyler dar'd us to it, 
" by faying he wifued to fee a French Army ther~ : 
" vVe gratified him in his Wi!h." 

A Cahnuaga .lndian was fent along with the Pri
foner that was reftored; but when he came near the 
Settlements of the Six Nations, his Heart fail'â 
him, and he fent the Prifoner forward by himfelf 
with the Meffage. 

The Readinefs with which the Six Nations com
znunicated this Meffage, and the flight they in aU 
Appearance put upon it, is fome Proof of their Sin
cerity in the Promifes they made to his Excellency ; 
neither from any Thing which has happened can it 
be ihewn, that they were not !incere. On the con-

trary, 

a A Frmch Fort oppofite to Ojr.l•tgo, and the Eafi End of 
Ca~ra~kui L~e, ~r Lt\~~ Fr qnfma( ! 
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trary, it appears by Mr. Johnfon's Letter to his Ex .. 
cellency of the 2 I ft of Oftober, that fe veral Parties 
are now out againft t~e French; and that Mr. John· 
fon having received Orders fr01n Col. Roberts, to 
fend as 1nany Indians as poilible to join the Army, 
all the Mohawks, even their oldeft Men, were fitted 
out and ready; and having fent to the upper 
Caftles at the fan1e Tin1e, they appeared fo hearty, 
that there would not have remained above three old 
Men in any of the next Caftles : And that Col. 
Roberts afterwards contradiél:ing thefe Orders, they 
had appeared very uneafy on their being ftopt. It 
was not expeél:.ed that they would enter into the 
W ar without us, or by themfelves, neither are 
they a People of io little Thought, as to give any 
Reafon to expeét it from them. 

When the Companies raifed in Penfylvania ar
rived at Alba11y, Jus Excellency was informed by 
their Captains, that Mr. crhomas Governor of that 
Province, had fent Conrad Weifer their publick In
terpreter, among the Sufquehannah lndians; and 
that they expetted his Arrivai at this Place in a 
little Time, with at leaft three hundred Indians. 
The 'Treatics with the Indians, which Mr. crhomas 
has publifhed, gave great Hopes of the Succefs that 
Interpreter would have; and thereby increafed the 
Difappointment, when Mr. Weifer arrived a few 
Days before his Excellency left Alban;·, and did not 
bring one Indian with him. 

I-Iis Excellency Governor Cli12ton, had perhaps 
more Difficulties to ftruggle with on this Occafion, 
than any Governor of New-York had at any Time: 
The Six Nations had on feveral Occafions given 
Grounds of Mifi:ruft ; the Governor of Canada was 
atterilpting all the Means in his Power to divert 
their Affections from us ; the People of the County 
of Albany had for forne 'I'ime paft, entertained a 
Diffatisfaélion in the Condué't of the Commiilioners 
for I11dian Affairs ; the Commifiloners themfelves 

were 
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were divided in their Sentiments, and feveral of 
them refufed to attend their Meetings ; and they 
confeffed to his Excellency, that they had loft ail 
Influence on the Indians; Mr. Gooch having de
clined the Command of the Forees at .Albany, his 
Excellency was forced likewife to undertake a new 
and great Care, which he in no Manner expeé1:ed 
when he left the City of New-York, and which 
from many Incidents, was attended with many 
Difficulties. If thefe Things be duly confidered, 
and the Dangers his Perfon was in fr01n the Infec
tion of two different Difeafes, which at that Tüne 
raged in the City of .Albany, of whlCh grLat Num
bers died during his Refidence there of near three 
Months ; none can doubt of his hearty Zeal for 
the Succefs of an Affair, in which the Safety and 
Profperity of ail the Colonies in North America, 
were immediately concerned. 

But as every one may not be fufficiently apprized 
of what Confequence the Six Nations being hearty, 
is to the Intereft of Great-Britain, it may be 
proper to obferve, That though a Number of In
dians to n1arch with the Army, which was intended 
to attack Canada, would be of great U fe in dif
covering and defeating the Ambuihes of the Ene
my's Indians, while tney were ev ry Day to be 
guarded againft by the Forees which W<"re to rn arch 
by Land, and would by their Incurfions into the 
F.nemy's Country, terribly harafs thetn, and keep 
them from joining their Forces into any great Body 
to oppofe the Ddign; thefe are not the moft con
fiderable Advantages might be gained from the Af
fcél:ion of the Six Nations at this Tin1e, or any 
Ti me of W ar; for if the inland Extent of the Co
lonies from Nova Scotia to Georgia be confidered, 
and at the fame Time the numerous Indi an Na ti ons 
on the Continent of .America, who may by the Ar
tifices of the French be induced to make Incurfions 
every where; and the cruel Methods by which the 

0 lndicm.r 
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Indians 1nake Incurfions in fmall Parties, from the 
vaft F ordl: which every where covers the Continent, 
and which in many Places fs impenetrable ; it muft 
evidently appear, that though the Englifh Colonies 
be of much fuperior Force in Numbers of Men, 
yet their Number would not be fufficient to proteét 
their Frontiers from the Incurfions of the Indiâns in 
every Place: And, that while their Forces muft in 
this Cafe be divided and fcattered all over their 
Frontiers, it may be in the Power of the French in 
Canada, to invade with Succefs any Part of the 
Englijh Colonies. On the other Hand, if a propcr 
Attempt were to be n1ade by the Northern Colonies 
alone, without the Affiftance of their Mother Coun
try, but with the Affiftance of the Indians, it would 
in ail Appearance be fufficient to reduce Canada; 
for if the Indian Nations can be perfuaded to jo in 
heartily, (as from what is above related it feems 
probable they may) it will be in1poffible for the In
:habitants of Canada to defend themfelves from the 
Incurfions of thefe nun1erous Indian Nations, and 
fron1 a Body of regular Troops at the fame Time. 
As the French are very fenfible of thefe Advantages 
to he gain'd fron1 the Friendfhip of the Indian Na
tions, they negleét no Means in their Power to pro
cure them: And it is to be hoped, that the North
ern Colonies will be no lefs aŒ.duous in a Matter on 
which their vV ell-being at leaft depends. 

Sorne People wifh that the Indians tnay remain 
neuter, and think it ad vif cable to purfue Meafures 
for that Purpofe, by which many horrid Barbarities 
would be prevented. No doubt this is to be 
wiilied ; but can the Englijh Colonies by any Means 
be affured, that the French will be D.ncere in pre
ferving fuch a Neutrality? And if they be not fin
cere, we ihall more certainly expofe ourfelves to ail 
thefe Calamities, than we are now by Indians being 
engaged on both Sidcs. The Six 1'Tatio11s are by 
their natural Inclmations, difpofed to War-like En-

terprizes: 
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prizes : They never have been at Peace with aU 
their N eighbours, fin'Ce they were known to Chrif
tians. The Reputation they have gained among ail 
the Indian Nations in North .America, gives them 
an Influence in the Co un cils of every Na ti on. I t 
may t~en be eafy for the French to turn this Difpo· 
fition to W ar in the Six Nations, againft us, and 
by their Influence draw ali the Indian Nations in 
North America upon us. The Genius of the Si~ 
Nations will not fuffer them to remain inaél:ive, 
while their Neighbours are at War. 

In the 1aft Place, it may not be improper to ob
ferve at this Time, that though the Colonies to the 
South ward (and the Inhabitants of the Parts of the 
N orthern Colonies, which are lefs expofed to the 
Incurfions of Indians) think themfelves little con
cerned in Intereft, or in the Confequences of the 
prefent W ar ; yet if they would cohfider that the 
Northern Colonies are really their Frontiers, and 
that they defend the others from ali the Calamities 
of a moil: barbarous W ar ; the Southern Colonies 
muft think that any Contribution of Men and Mo
ney, which is expeéted from them, is an eafy Pur
chafe of the Freedom from fuch Calamities, to 
which their Brethren are fubjeéted; and that while 
they can follow their Occupations at Eafe, they are 
much better enabled to fupport the Expence of a 
W ar than the N orthern Colonies are, where the In
habitants are every Day in Danger of their Lives 
from a cruel Enemy, while at .their daily and inno
cent Labours. If the Southern Colonies negleél: to 
keep the W ar at a Diftance from them, they may 
at an improper Time, become fenfible of the Evils 
their Brethren fuffer, and of their own Folly at the 
fameTime. 

New-York, Dec. 2, 1746. 
The Party of feventy lndians and Whitcs men

tioned in this Treaty, did not go out toge th er as 
0 2 was 
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was at firft intended, Sicknefs and other Incident ·, 
made it neceffary to alter the Meafures at firft pro
pofed. One Party of thirty Indians and ten Whites 
went by themfelves. Thefe feil upon a French 
Settlen1ent on the North-fide of St. Lawrence River, 
about 1 o Leagues above Montreal, and brought 
away eight French Prifoners, one of them a Cap
tain of Militia, and four Scalps. Another Party 
of nine Jndians went to the Cahnuagas, under Pre
tence of continuing the Neutrality with them, they 
were introduced to the Governor of Montreal un
der the fame Pretence, who made them Prefents : 
Their Defign was to gain what Intelligence they 
could, and after they had clone this, they aél:ed 
their Part fo weil, that they received feveral Let
ters, one from the Governor of Montreal, and 
others fron1 confiderable Perfons to the Comman
dant of Fort St. Frederic at Crown Point. In their 
Way thither, by which they were to return Home, 
they furprized forne French in a fmall Fort, killed 
five, and brought away one Prifoner and one Scalp. 
They brought the French Prifoner and the Letters 
to the commanding Officer at Albany, and informed 
him of what they had feen and heard at Montreal. 

A 
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The CH ART E R of CH A R L E s II. 
of England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland, K 1 N G, Defender of the 
Faith, &c. • 

Unto W 1 L L 1 AM PENN, Proprietary and Go
~ernor of the Province of Penfylvania. 

HARLES, by the Grace of GOD, King 
of England, Scot/and, France, and freland, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. To all to whom 

thefe Prefents fhall come, Greeting. WH ER E
A S our trufty and well-beloved Subjeél William 
Penn, Efq; Son and Heir of Sir William Penn de
ceafed, (out of a commendable Defire to enlarge 
our Englijh Empire, and promote fuch ufeful Com-
111odities as may be of Benefit to us and our Do
n1inions, as alfo to. reduce the favage Natives by 
gentle and juft Manners, to. the love of civil Society 
and the Chriftian Religion) hath hu1nbly befought 
Leave of us, to tranfport an ample Colony l.mto a 
certain Country herein after defcribed, in the Parts 
of Amtrica, not yet cultivated and planted; and 
hath likewife fo humbly befought our Royal Ma
jefty to gi ve, grant,. and confinn all the faid Coun
try, with certain Privileges and J urifdiétions, re
quifite for the good Govermnent and Safety of the 
faid Country and Colon y, to him and his Heirs for 

ev cr. 
S E C T. I. 

KNOW YE THEREFORE, That we 
( favouring the Petition and good Purpofe of the 

9 4 faid 
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faid William Penn, and having Regard to the Me
mory and Merits of his la te F ather in divers Ser
vices, ~.nd particularly to his Condua, Courage, 
and Difcrètion under our deareft Brother J AME S 
Duke of Tor k, in that fignal Battle and Viétory 
fought and obtained againft the Dutch Fleet, com
n1anded by the I-Ieer Van Opdam, in the Year 1665: 
In Confideration thereot~ of our fpecial Grace, cer
tain Knowledge, and meer Motion) have given and 
granted, and by this our prefent Charter, for us, 
our Heirs and Succeffors, do give and grant unto 
the faid William Penn, his Htirs • and Affigns, ail 
that Traét or Part of Land in America1 with the 
Iilands therein contained, as the fame is bounded on 
the Eaft by Delc;war River, from twelve Miles 
Diftance Northwards of Newcaflle Town unto the 
three and fortieth Degree of N orthern Latitude, if 
the faid River doth extend fa far Northward: But 
if the fa id River ihall not extend fo far N orthward~ 
then by the faid River fo far as it doth extend, and 
from the Head of the faid River the Eaftern Bounds 
are to be determined by a Meridian Line, to be 
drawn from the Head of the iàid River, unto the 
faid forty-third Degree. The faid Land to extend 
Weftward five Degrees in Longitude, to be com
puted from the üüd Eaftern Bounds ; and the faid 
Lands to be bounded on the North by the Begin
ning of the three and fortieth Degree of N orthern 
Latitude, and on the South by a Circle drawn at 
twelve Miles Diftance from Ncwca.ftle Northward, 
and \V efrward unto the B· ginning of the fortieth 
Degree of N orthern Latitude, and then by a ftrait 
Line W eftwards to the Limits of Longitude above ... 
mentioned. '"" 

S E C T. II. 
W E do alfo give and grant unto the faid Wil

liam Penn, his Hcirs and Affigns, the free and un
difturbed U fe and Continuance in, and Paifage unto, 
and out of ali and .fingular Ports, Harbours, Bays, 

~Vaters, 
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Waters, Rivers, Ifles, and Inlets, belonging unto, 
or leading to and from the Country or Iflands afore
faid, and all the Soils, Lands, Fields, Woods, 
U nderwoods, Mountains, Hills, F enns, Iiles, Lakes, 
Rivers, Waters, Rivulets, Bays, and Inlets, fitu
ated or being within, or belonging to the Li1nits 
or Bounds aforefaid, together with the Fifhing of 
ali Sorts of Fifh, Whales, Sturgeon, and all royal 
and other Fifhes, in the Seas, Ba ys, Inlets, Waters, 
or Rivers within the Premiffes, and ail the Fifh 
therein taken ; and alfo all V eins, Mines, Minerais, 
and ~arries, as well difcovered as not difcovercd, 
of Gold, Silver, Gen1n1s, and precious Stones, 
:md all other whatfoever, be it Stones, Metals, or 
of any other Thing or Matter whatfoever, found 
or to be found within the Country, Ii1es, or Limits 
aforefaid. 

S E C T. III. 
AND him, the faid William Penn, his 1-Ieirs and 

Affigns, we do by this our Royal Charter, for us, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, make, create, and conftitute, 
the true and abfolute Proprietary of the Country 
aforefaid, and of all other the Pre1niffes: Saving al
ways tous, our Heirs and Succeffors, the Faith and 
Allegiance of the faid William Penn, his I-Ieirs and 
Affigns, and of all other Proprietaries, Tenants, and 
lnhabitants, that are or fhall be within the Territories 
and Precinéts aforefaid ; and faving alfo, unto us, 
our Heirs and Succeffors, the Sovereignty of the 
aforefaid Country, to have, hold, poffefs, and en
joy the faid 1'raél: of Land, Country, Hles, Inlets, 
and other the Premiffes, unto the faid William Penn, 
his Heirs and Affigns, to the only proper U fe 
and Behoof of the faid William Penn, his Heirs 
and Affigns, for ev er, to be holden of us, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, Kings of England, as of 
our Caftle of Windfor in our County of Berks, in 
free and con11non Saccage, by Fealty only for ail 
Services, and not in Capite or by Knights Service : 

Yield-
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Yielding and paying therefore to us, our Heiri and 
Sueceffors, two Bea ver-fkins, to be delivered at our 
Caftle of Windfor on the firft Day of ']anuary in 
every Y ear ; and alfo the fifth Part of all Gold and 
Silver Oar, which ih~ll from Time to Time hap
pen to be found within the Limits aforefaid, clear 
of all Charges. And of our further Grace, cer
tain Knowledge, and meer Motion, we have thought 
fit to ereét, and we do hereby ereét the aforeüüd 
Country and Iilands into a Province and Seignorie, 
and do caU it PEN S Y LV 1\. N I A, and fo from 
henceforth will have it called. 

SEC T. IV. 

AN D foraf.much as we have hereby tnade and 
ordained the aforefaid William Penn, his Heirs and 
Affigns, the true and abfolute Proprietaries of all 
the Lands and Dominions aforefé:lid, K N 0 W Y E 
THE RE F 0 RE, That we ( repofing fpecial 
Truft and Confidence in the Fidelity, Wifdom,. 
Juftice, and provident Circun1fpeétion of the faid 
William Penn) for us2 our Heirs and Succeffors, do 
grant free, full, and abfolute Power (by Virtue of 
thefe Prefents) to him and his Heirs, to his and 
their Deputies, and Lieutenants for the good and 
happy Government of the faid Country, to ordain, 
make, and enaél:, and under his and their Seals to 
publifu any Laws whatfoever, for the raifing of 
Money for publick Ufes of the faid Province, o.r 
for any other End, appertaining either unto the 
publick State, Peace, or Safety of the faid Coun
try, or unto the private Utility of particular Per
fons, according unto their beft Difcretion, by and 
with the Advice, Afiènt, and Approbation of the 
Freemen of the faid Country, or the grea ter Part: 
of them, or of their Delegates or Deputies, whom 
for the enaéting of the faid Laws, when, and as 
often as N eed ihall require, we will that the f:üd 
William Pemz and his Htirs, fhall affemble in fnch 

So ·t 
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Sort and Form, asto him and them ihall feem beft, 
and the fame Laws duly to execute, unto and upon 
all People within the faid Country and Limits. 
.thereof. 

SEC T. V. 
AND we do likewife give and grant t.lnto the 

faid William Penn, and to his Heirs, and their De
puties and Lieutenants, full Power and l\uthority2 

to appoint and eftabliili any J udges and J uftices, 
Magiftrates and other Officers whatfoever, for what 
Caufes foever, (for the Probates of Wills, and for 
the granting of Adminiftratiom; within the Precinéls 
aforefaid) and with what Power foever, and in fuch 
Form, as to the faid William Penn or his Heirs, 
fhall feem moft convenient : Alfo to re1nit, releafe, 
pardon, and abolifh (wh ether before J udgment or 
after) all Cri1nes and Offences whatfoever, com
mitted within the faid Country, againft the faid 
Laws, (Treafon and wilful and malicious Murder 
only excepted, and in thofe Cafes to grant Re .. 
prieves, until our Pleafure may be known therein) 
and to do all and every other Thing and Things, 
which unto the compleat Eftablifhment of J uftice 
unto Courts and Tribunals, F orms of Judicature, 
and Manner of Proceedings do belong, although 
in thefe Prefents exprefs Mention be not made 
thereof; and by Judges by them delegated, to 
award Procefs, hold .l:leas, and determine in ali 
the faid Courts and Tribunals ali Aétions, Suits, 
and Caufes whatfoever, as weil criminal as civil, 
perfonal, real, and n1ixt ; which Laws fo, as afore
faid, to be publifhed, our Pleafure is, and fo we 
enjoin, require, and com1nand, ihall be moft abfo
lute and available in Law; and that ail the Liege 
People and Subjeét:s of us, our Heirs and Succef
fors, do obferve and keep the fame inviolably in 
thofe Parts, fo far as they concern them, under the 
Pain therein expreffed, ~r to be expreffed. PRo .. 

VIDED 



VIDE D neverthelefs, Tliat the fame Laws be 
confonant to Reafon, and not repugnant or con
trary, but (as near as conveniently may be) agree
able to . the Laws and Statutes, and Rights of this 
our Kingdom of Engla11.d, and faving and reièrving 
tous, our Heirs and Succeffors, the receiving, hear
ing, and determining of the Appeal and Appeals 
of all or any Perfon or Perfons, of, in, or belong
ing to the Territories aforefaid, or touching an ? 

Judgment to be there n1ade or given. 

SEC T. VI. 
AND forafinuch as in the Government of fo 

great a Country, fudden Accidents do often hap
pen, whereunto it will be neceffary to apply Reme
dy before the Freeholders of the faid Province, or 
their Delegates or Deputies can be affembled to the 
making of Laws ; neither will it be convenient that 
inftantly upon every fuch emergent Occafion, fo 
great a Multitude fhould be called together : There
fore (for the better Government of the faid Coun
try) we will, and ordain, and by thefe Prefents:. 
for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, do grant unto 
the faid William Penn and his Heirs, by themfelves, 
or by their Magifrrates and Officers, in that Behalf 
duly to be ordained as aforefaid, to tnake and con
ftitute fit and wholefome Ordinances, from Tüne 
to Tin1e, within the faid Country to be kept and 
obferved, as well for the Prefervation of the Peace, 
~s for the better Government of the People' there 
inhabiting ; and publickly to notify the fame to ali 
Perfons, whon1 the iàme doth or may any vVays 
concern. vVhich Ordinances our Will and Pleafure 
is, iball be obferved inviolably within the faid Pro
vmce, under the Pains therein to be expreffed, fo 
as the faid Ordinances be confonant to Reafon, antl 
be not repugnant nor contrary, but ( fo far as con
veniently n1ay be) agreeable with the Laws of our 
Kingdoxn of E11gland, and fo as the faid Ordinances 

be 
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be not extended in any Sort to bind, change, or 
take away the Right or Intereft of any Perfon or 
Perfons, for or in their Life, Members, Freehold, 
Goods, or Chattles. And our farther Will and 
Pleafure is, That the Laws for regulating and go
verm .g of Property within the faid Province, as 
well for the Deièent and Enjoyn1ent of Lands, as 
likewife for the Enjoyment and Succeffion of Goods 
and Chattles, and likewife as to Felonies, fnall be 
and continue the fan1e, as they :!hall be for the 
Time being, by the general Courfe of the Law in 
our Kingdom of England, until the faid Laws fhall 
be altered by the faid William Penn, his Heirs or 
Affigns, and by the F1 eemen of the faid Province, 
their Delegates or Deputies, or the greater Part of 
them. 

S E C T. VII. 
AND to the End that the faid William Penn, or 

his Heirs, or other the Planters, Owners, or Inha
bitants of the faid Province, may not at any Time 
hereafter (by l.Vlifconftruétion of the Power afore
faid) through Inadvertency or Defign, depart from 
that Faith and due Allegiance, which by the Laws 
of this our Realm of England, they and ali our 
Subjeéls, in our Dominions and Territories, always 
owe to us, our Heirs and Succeffors, by Colour of 
any Extent or Largenefs of Powers hereby given, 
or pretended to be given, or by Foree or Col our of 
any Laws hereafter to be made in the faid Province, 
by Virtue of any fu ch Powers; 0 U R farther 
\Vill and Pleafure is, That a Tranfcript or Dupli
cate of ail Laws, which fhall be fo as aforefaid made 
and publifhed within the faicl Province, fhall whhin 
five Years after the making thereof, be tranfmitted, 
and delivered to the Privy Council, for the Time 
being of us, our Heirs and Succeifors: And if any 
of the faid Laws within the Space of fix Month: 
~fter that they fball ~e Ço tranfmitteà and d li'> red. 

4 
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be declared by us, our Heirs and Succeifors, in our 
or their Privy Council, inconfiftent with the Save• 
reignty, or lawful Prerogative of us, our Heirs or 
Succeffors, or contrary to the Faith and Allegiance 
clue to the legal Government of this Realm, from 
the faid William Pen11, or his Heirs, or of the 
Planters and Inhabitants of the faid Province, and 
that thereupon any of the faid Laws !hall be ad ... 
judged and declared to be void by us~ our Hein~ 
and Succeffors, under our or their Privy Seal, that 
th en and from thenceforth, fuch Laws, concerning 
which fu ch J udgment and Declaration fhall be 
made, fhall become void : Otherwife the faid 
Laws fo tranfmitted, fhall remain, and ftand in full 
Foree, according to the tn1e Intent and Meaning 
thereof. 

S E C T. VIII. 
FUR T ll ;ER M 0 RE, that this new Colon y 

may the more happily increafe, by the Multitude 
of People reforting thither ; Therefore we, for us~ 
our Heirs and Succeffors, do give and grant by 
thefe Prefents, Power, Licence, and Liberty un 
to ali the Liege People and Subjeél:s, both prefent 
and future, of us, our Heirs and Succeffors, (ex
cepting thofe who fhall be efpecially forbidden) to 
tranfport themfelves and Families unto the faid 
Country, with fu ch convenient Shipping as by the 
Laws of this our Kingdon1 of England they ought 
to ufe, and with .fitting Provifion, paying only the 
Cuftoms therefore due, and there to fettle thetn· 
felves, dwell and inhabit, and plant, for the pub· 
lick, and their own private Advantage. 

SEC T. IX. 
AND FUR THERMO RE, that our Sub· 

jeéts may be the rather encouraged to undertake 
this Expedition with ready and chearful Minds, 
KN 0 W Y E, That we, of our fpecial Grace, cer-

- - tain 
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tain Knowledge, and mere Motion, do give and 
o-rant by virtue of thefe Prefents, as weil unto the 
faid fVilliam Penn, and his Heirs, as to all ethers~ 
who fhall from time to ti1ne repair unto the faid 
Country, with a Purpofe to inhabit or trade with 
the N ativcs ()f the faid Country, full l icence to 
lade and fi·eight in any Ports whatfoever, of us, our 
Heirs and Succeifors, according to the Laws made, 
or to be made within our Kingdom of England, and 
unto the faid Country, by them, their Servants or 
:AŒgns, to tranfport ali and fingular their Goods, 
W ares and Merchandizes, as likewife ail Sorts of 
Grain whatfoever~ and all other Things whatfoever, 
neceifary for Food or Clothing, not prühibited by 
the Laws and Statutes of our Kingd01n and Domi
nions to be carried out of the faid Kingdom, with
out any Let or Moleftation of us, our Heirs or 
Succeffors, or of any of the Officers of us, our 
Heirs or Succeffors ; faving al ways to us, our Heirs 
and Succeffors, the legal Impofitions, Cuftoms, or 
other Duties and Payments, for the faid W ares and 
Merchandizes, by any Law or Statute due, or to 
be due to us, our Heirs and Succe.ffors. 

SEC T. X . 
. AND we do further, for us, our Heirs and 

Succeffors, give and grant unto the faid William 
Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, free and abfolute 
Power, to divide the faid Country and Ifiands into 
Towns., Hundreds and Counties, and to ereét and 
incorporate Towns into Boroughs, and Boroughs 
into Cities, and to make and conftitute Fairs and. 
Markets therein, with all other convenient Privi
leges and Imtnunities, according to the Merits of 
the Inhabitants, and the Fitncfs of the Places, and 
to do ail and every ether Thing and Things touch
ing the Premifes, which to him or them ihall feen1 
n1eet and requifite; albeit they be fuch, as of thei~ 
own Nature might othenyife require a more fpecial. 

4 Com-
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Commandment and \V arrant, than in thefe Pre .. 
fents is expreffed. 

SEC T. XI. 
W E will alfo, and by thefe Prefents, for us, our 

Heirs and Succeffors, we do give and grant Licence 
by this our Charter, unto the faid William Penn, 
his Heirs and Affigns, and to ail the Inhabitants 
and Dwellers in the Province aforefaid, both pre
fent and to come, to im port or unlade, by them
felves or their Servants, Faétors, or Aiiigns, ali 
Merchandizes and Goods whatfoever, that ihall arife 
of the Fruits and Commodities of the faid Province, 
either by Land or Sea, into any of the Ports of us, 
our Heirs or Succeffors, in our Kingdom of Eng
land, and not into any other Country w hatfover : 
And we give him full Power to difpofe of the faid 
Goods, in the faid Ports; and if need be, within 
one Y ear next after the U nlading of the fame, to Jade 
the faid Merchandize and Goods again into the fame 
or other Shi ps, and to tranf port the fame into 
any other Countries, either of our Dominions or 
foreign, according to Law; provided always, that 
they pay fuch Cufroms and Impofitions, Subfidies 
and Duties for the fctme, to us, our Heirs and Suc
ceffors, as the reft of our Subjeéts of our Kingdom 
of Engla11d, for the rfime being, fhall be bound to 
p~y~ and do obferve the Aél:s of Navigation, and 
other Laws in that Behalf made. 

S E C T. XII. 
AND FURTHERMORE, of our ample 

and fpccial Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere 
Motion, we do, for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, 
grant unto the üid William Penn, his Heirs and 
Affigns, full and abfolute Power and Autho~ity, 
to make, ereét, and conftitute, within the faid Pro
vince, and the Iiles and Inlcts aforefaid, fuch and 
fa many Sea·ports, I-Iarbours, Creeks, Havens, 

- Keys, 
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keys, and other Places, for Difcharging and lJ r1-
lading of Goods and M rèhandizes out of the 
Ships, Ebats, and other V eifels, and landing thetn 
unto fuch and fo many Places, and with fuch 
Rights, J urifdiétions, Liberties and Privilegcs unto 
the iàid Ports belonging, as to him and then1 fhall 
feem mofr expedient ; and that ali and fingular the 
Ships, Boats, and other Veffels, v.,rhich fhall come 
for Merchandize and Trade into the faid ProYince, 
or out of the fame, fhall be laden or unladen only 
at fuch Ports as iball be created and confrituted by 

, the faid William Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, (any 
Uiè, Cufi:om, or Thing to the contrary notwith
ftanding.) Provided, that the faid William Penn,. 
and his 1-Ieirs, and the Lieutenants and G overnors 
for the Time being, fhall admit and receiv~ in, and 
about all fuch Havens, Ports, Creeks and Keys, all 
Officers and their Deputics, who ihall from 'rime to 
Time be appointed for that Pm·pofe by the Farmers 
or Com1nifiioners of our Cuftoms for theTilne being. 

S E C T. Xiii. 
AND we do further appoint and ordain, and 

by thefe Prefents, for us, our I:Ieirs and Succeffors1 

we do grant unto the faid Willidmz Penn, his Heirs 
andAffigns, That he, the faid Willian Penn, hisHeirs 
and Affigns, may from time to time for ever, have 
and enjoy rhe Cuftoms and Subfidies, in the Ports, 
I-Iarbours, and other Creeks and Phces aforefaid, 
w:thin the Province aforefaid, payable or due for Mer
chandize and y...r ares there to be laded and unladed, 
the faid Cu!101ns and Subfidies to be rcafonably 
affeued upon any Occafion, by themfelves and the 
People there as aforefaid to be aife1nbled, to whom 
-..ve give Pow~r by thefe Prefents, for us, our Heirs 
and Succeffors, upon iuft Caufe and due Proportion 
to affefs and impofe the fame ; faving unto us, our 
I-Ieirs and Succeffors, fu ch Impofitions and CuH:oms, 
a:- by Aét of Parlian1ent are and flull be appointed. 

P sEC rf1 
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SEC T. XIV. 
AND it is our farther Will and Pleafure, That 

the faid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, fhall 
from Time to Time conftitute and appoint an At
torney or Agent, to refide in or near our City of 
London, who !hall make known the Place where 
he fhall dwell, or may be found, unto the Clerks 
of our Privy-Council for the Time being, or one 
of them, and fhall be ready to appear in any of 
our Courts at Wejlmin.fter, to anfwer for any Mifde
meanor thar" fhall be con1mitted, or by any wilful 
Default or N egleét permitted by the faid William 
Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, againft the Laws of 
Trade and Navigation; and after it fuall be afcer
tained in any of our faid Courts, what Damages 
we or our Heirs or Succeffors fhall have fuftained 
by fuch Default or Negleét, the faid William Penn, 
his Heirs or Affigns, ihall pay the fame within one 
Y ear after fuch Taxation, and Dernand thereof, 
frmn fuch Attorney ; or in cafe there fuall be no 
fuch Attorney by the Space of one Y ear, or fuch 
AttGrney fhall not make Payment of fuch Damages 
within the Space of a Year, and anfwer fuch other 
F orfeitures and Penalties within the faid Time, as 
by the Aéts of Parliament in England are and fuall 
be provided, according to the true lntent and 
Meaning of thefe Prefents; then it fhall be lawful 
for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, to feize and re
fume the Government of the faid Province or Coun
try, and the fame to retain un til Payment .fhall be 
n1ade thereof: But notwithftanding any fu ch Seizure 
or Refumption of the Government, nothing con
cerning the Propriety or Ownerfhip of any Lands, 
Tenements, or other Heredita1nents, or Goods or 
Chattles, of any of the Adventurers, Planters, or 
Owners, other than the ref peétive Offenders there, 
!hall any ways be affeéted or molefted thereby. 

SECT. 
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SEC T. XV. 
PROVIDED always, and our Will and Plea .. 

fure is, That neither the faid William Penn, nor 
his Heirs, or any other the Inhabitants of the faid 
Province, fhall at any Time hereafter have or main· 
tain any Correfpondence with any other King, Prince, 
or State, or with any of their Subjeéh, who ihall 
then be in W ar againfl: us, our Heirs and Succef
fors; nor ihall the faid William Penn, or his Heirs, 
or any other Inhabitants of the faid Province, make 
W ar, or do any Aél: of Hoftility againft any other 
King, Prince, or State, or any of their Subjeéts, 
who fhall then be in League or Amity :with us, 
our Heirs and Succeifors. 

SEC T. XVI. 
AND, becaufe in fo remote a Country, and 

fituate near many barbarous Nations, the Incurfions 
as weil of the Savages themfelves, as of other Ene
rnies, Pirates and Robbers, may probably be fear· 
ed ; Therefore we have given, and for us, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, do give Power by thefe Pre
fents to the faid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, 
by themfelves or their Captains, or other their Offi
cers, to levy, muiter and train ail Sorts of Men, 
of what Condition foever, or wherefoever born, in 
the faid Province of Penjilvania for the Time being, 
and to make W ar, and to purfue the Enemies and 
Robbers aforefaid, as weil by Sea as by Land, even 
without the Limits of the faid Province, and by 
God' s Affiftance to vanquifh and take them, and 
being taken to put them to Death by the Law of 
War, orto fave them at their Pleafure, and to do 
all and every other Thing which unto the Charge 
and Office of a Captain-General of an Army be
longeth, or hath accuftomed to belong, as fully and 
freely as any Captain-General of an Army hath 
ever had the fan1e. 

p 2 SECT. 
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SEC T. XVII. 
AND FURTHERMORE, of our fpecial 

Grace, and of our certain Knowledge and mere 
Motion, we have given and granted, and by thefe 
Prefents, for us, our Heirs and Succeifors, do give 
and grant unto the bid William Penn, his Heirs and 
Affigns, full and abfolute Power, Licence and Au
thority, that he, the faid William Penn, his Heirs 
and Afiigns, from time to tirne hereafter for ev er, 
at his or their own Will and Pleafure may afilgn, 
alien, grant, demife, or enfeoff of the Premiffes 
fo many and fu ch Parts and Parcels to him that fhaU 
be willing to purchafe the fame, as they fuall think 
fit, to have and to hold to them the faid Perfon and 
Perfons willing to take and purchafe, their I-Ieirs 
and Affigns, in Fee-fimple or Fee-tail, or for the 
'Term of Life, Li v es or Y ears, to be held of the 
faid fVilliam Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, as of the 
faid Seigniory of Windfor, by fuch Services, Cuf
toms or Rents, as fuall feem meet to the faid lVii
liam Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, and not in1n1ed~
ately of us, our Heirs or Succeifors. 

S E C T. XVIII . 
... l\ND to the fame Perfon or Perfons, and to 

aH and evcry of them, wr:. do give and grant by 
thef~ Prefents, for us, our Heirs and Succeifors, 
Licence, Authority and Power, that fuch Perfon 
or Perfons may take the Premiffes, or any Parce! 
thereot~ of the aforefaid W illiam Penn, his 1-Ieirs or 
Affigns, and the fame hold to the1nfelves, their 
1-Ieirs and Affigns, in what Efb.te of Inheritance 
foever, in Fee-fimple or in Fee-tail, or otherwife, 
as to him, the i~lid William Penn, his Heirs or A.f
figns, fhall feem expedient : The Statute made 
in the Parliament of EDWARD, Son of King 
HENRY, la te King of Eng land, our Predeceffor, 
(co1nn1 nly çalled The Stetute Q.YIA EMPTOREs 

T:ERRARUM, 



FtvE INDIAN NATioNs, &c. 
TERRARuM, lately publifhed in our Kingdom of 
Etzgland) in any wife notwithftanding. 

SEC T. XIX. 

AND by t11efe Prefents we give and grant Li
cence unto the faid William Penn, ;md his Heirs, 
and like vife to ail and every fuch Perfon or Pcrfons 
to whom the faid TYilliam Pen11, or h·s Hcirs.1 i1ull 
at any Time h~reafter grant any Eftate or Inheri
tance as aforefaid, to ereél: any Pareds of Land 
within the Province aforcfaid into Manors, hy and 
with the Licence to be firft had and obtc1ined for 
that Purpoi~, under the Hand and Seal of the f . .âd 
William Pe1m, or his Heirs; and in every of the 
faid Manors to have and to hold a Court-Baron, 
with ali things whatfoever which to a Court-Baron 
do belong, and to have and to hold View of Frank
Pledge for the Confervation of the Peace, and the 
better Government of thofe Parts, by themfelves 
or their Stewards, or by the Lord c; for the Time 
being of the Manors to be deputed when they fhall 
be ereéted, and in the fame to ufe ali Things be
longing to the View of Frank-Pledge. AND we 
do further grant Licence and Authority, T'hat every 
fuch Perfon or Perfons who !hall ereél: any [uch 
Manor or Manors, as aforefaid, fhall or may grant 
all or any Part of his fàid Land to any Perfon or 
Perfons, in Fee-fimple, or any other Eftate of In
heritance to be held of the faid Man ors refpeétively, 
fo as no farther Tenure thall be created, but that 
upon ali further or other Alienations thereafter to 
be made, the faid Lands fo aliened ihall be held of 
the fame Lord and his Heirs, of w hom the Aliener 
did then before hold, and by the like Rents and 
Services which were before due and ..accuftomeçi. 

sEc ·r. xx. 
AND FUR THER our Pleafure is, and by 

thefe Prefents, for us, our Heirs and S\Kcdfors, 
P 3 we 
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we do co venant and grant to and with the faid William 
Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, T'hat we, our Heirs and 
Succeffors, fhall at noTime here~fter fet or make, or 
caufe to be fet or made, any l1npofition, Cuftom, or 
otherTaxation, Rate or Contribution whatfoever, in 
and upon theDwellers and lnhabitants of the aforefaid 
Province, for their Lands, Tenements, Goods or 
Chattles within the faid Province, or in and upon any 
Goods or Merchandizes within the Province, or to be 
laden or unladen within the Ports orHarbours of the 
faid Province, unlefs the fame be with the Confent of 
the Proprietary, or chief Governor, or Affen1bly, 
or by Aét of Parliament in England. 

SEC T. XXI. 
AND our Pleafure is, and for us, our I-Ieirs 

and Succeifors, we charge and comtnand, That 
this our Declaration .fhall from henceforth fron1 Time 
to Time be received and allowed in ali our Courts, 
and bef ore ali the J udges of us, our Heirs and Suc
ceffors, for a fuffictent lawful Difcharge, Payment 
and Acquittance ; commanding all the Officers and 
Minifters of us, our Heirs and Succeffors, and en
joining them upon Pain of our higheft Difpleafure, 
that they do not prefume at any Time to attempt 
any thing to the contrary of the Pretniffes, or that 
do in any fort withftand the fame, but that they be 
at all Times aiding and affifting, as is fitting to the 
faid William Pmn, and his Heirs, and unto the In
habitants and Merchants of the Province aforefaid, 
thçir Servants, Minifters, F aétors, and Affigns, in 
the full Ufe and Fruition of the Benefit of this our 
Charter. 

SEC T. XXII. 
AND our farther Pleafure is, and we do here ... 

by, for us, our Heirs and Succeifors, charge and 
require, That if any of the Inhabitants of the faid 
Province, to the N um ber of Twenty, .fhall at any 

. Time hereafter be defirotis, and fhall by ~ny Writ
ing, 
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ing, or by any Perfon deputed by them, fignify 
fuch their Defire to the Bifhop of Londo1z for the 
Time being, That any Preacher or Preachers, to 
be approved · of by the faid Bifhop, n1ay be fent 
unto them for their Infi:ruétion ; That then fuch 
Preacher or Preachers fuall and n1ay refide with· 
in the faid Province, without any Denial or Mo
lefi:ation whatfover. 

S E C T. XXIII. 
AND if perchance hereafter any Doubt or OEef

tion fhould arife, concerning the true Senfe and 
Meaning of any W ord, Claufe, or Sentence con
tained in this our prefent Charter, we will, ordain, 
and command, That at ail Times, and in ali Things, 
fuch Interpretation be made thereof, and allowed 
in any of our Courts whatfoever, as fhall be ad
judged mofi: advantageous and favourable unto the 
faid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns: Provid
ed always no Interpretation be admitted thereof, 
by which the Allegiance due unto us, our Heirs 
and Succeifors, may fuffer any Prejudice or Dimi
nution ; although exprefs Mention be not made in 
thefe Prefents of the truc yearly Value, or Cer
tainty of the Premiifcs, or any Part thereof, or of 
other Gifts and Grants made by us and our Pro
genitors or Predeceifors unto the faid William Penn: 
Any Statute, A~, Ordinance, Provifion, Procla
mation, or Refi:raint heretofore had, made, pub
lifhed, ordained, or provided, or any ether Thing, 
Cau fe or Matter whatfoever, to the contrary thereof 
in any wife notwithftanding. IN WITNESS 
whereof we have caufed thefe our Letters to be 
made Patent: \Vitnefs OUR SELF, at Weftmin-
fler, the Fourth Day of March, in the three and 
thirtieth Y ear of ·our Reign. .Annoque Domini Qn_e. 
1boufand Si~' Hundred and Eighty-o11e. 

By Writ of Privy Seal, . 
PIGOT1\ 

;P 4. ~h~ 
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The FR A ME of the Governtnent of th~ 
· :province of fef!filvaniltinAmerica: 1~ r;ether 

with c.e tain LAW S ~greed upon inEn;;1a, 1. 
By theGovernor and divers t reen1cn of tne 
aforefaid Province. To be further explain
ed and continued there, by the fidl: Provincial 
Council t~at !hall be helJ> if they fee 1neet. 

The P R E F A C E. 

W HEJV the great and wife GO:p had made 
the World, of all his Creatures it pleafed him 

to chufe J11a>: bis Deputy to r'f:ile it ; and to fit him 
for Jo gr~at a Charge and Trujf, he did not onh' qua
lify ·him with Skill and Power, but 1J!ith Integ1·it_y to 
ufe them jujUy. 'J'his native Goodnefs was equally bis 
}{onottr and bis Happinefs; and whil.ft he flood berc, al! 
went 7pell; there was no need of coerci7.:e or cam· 
pu!five !..1eans; the Precept of divine Love and c.trutb 
in his Bofom was the Guide and Keeper of his Inno
cency. But Lufl prevailing agaùjl Duty, made a 
famcntable Brecch upon it; and the Law, that bad 
before 110 Power over bim, to:;k plLZce upon him ami 
pis difobedient Pojlcrity, that Juch as would not live 
conforrnable to the boly Law within, jhould Jal! under 
(he R.tp/·oof a:1d Correétion of the ju.ft Law 'without, 
iH a j ud,cial _4dminiflraticu. 

r.r}J lS the ApC'jlÙ teachcs in divers of his Epi.ftles: 
·The I~aw ( faJs" he) was addcd becaufe of Tranf
greffion : In anotber flace, Knowing that the Law 
\va$ t1Qt 1.qade for the righteous Man; but for the 
difobeJient and ungodly, f~x Sinners, for unholy 
<1nd propl1ane, for Murd~n'rs, for \Vhoremongers, 
for then1 th at 'defile thcmfelves with l\1ankinr1, and 
for u1en-ftealers~ for Liars, for perjured Perfons, 
Ç.9')t-.. B.ttt this is. not a}l, he opens and carries the 
J11'çt!~r of Go·vernmmt a little jùr:her: Let every 
Sot l ve ft.:l~~él: to the higher Powers ; for there i~ 
~ . . . ~ ~· ' ~9 
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no Power but of G.O D. The Powers that be are 
ordained of GOD: Whofoev"r therefore refifteth 
the Power., refiftetL. the Ordinance of GOD. For 
Rulers are not a 1"error to good ~" orks, but to 
evil: Wilt thou then not be atraid of the Power? 
do that which is good, and thou fh:...lt have Praife 
of the fame.-I-Ie is the Minifter of G 0 D to thee 
for good.-Wherefore ye muft needs be fubjeét, 
not only for vV rath, but for Confcience fake. 

cr li I S Je tt les the divine Right of Government be
yond Exception, aitd that for two Ends : Fzrft !8 terrify 
eoil Doers; Second/y to cherijh th(/ fe that do well; 
which gives Go7.Hrmnent a Life beyond Corruption, 
and malus it as durable in the Word, as good Men 
fhall be. So that Government feems to me a Part o] 
Religion itfelf, a 'I'bing facred in its lnflitution and 
End. For if it does not direftly remove the Cauft, it 
cntjhes the Ejfefts of Evil, and is as Juch ( though a 
lower yet) an Emanation of the fame divine Power, 
that is both Autbor and Objet! of pure Religion ; the 
Difference lying here, that the one is more free and 
mental, the other more corporal and compu!Jive in its 
Operations: But tbat is only to evil Doers; Govern
me1lt itfelf being otherwift as capable of Kindnefs, 
Goodnefs, mzd Charity, as a more private Society. 
'J'bey weak!y err, that think there is 1zo other Ufe of 
Government than Correélion, wbicb is the coarfeft 
Part of ù: Daily Experience tells us, that the Care 
and Regulation of nzany other Affairs, more foft and 
daily necejfar)', make up much the greateft Part of 
Govermnent; and which muft have followed the Peo
pling of the World, bad Adam ne·ver fell, and will 
continue among Men on Eartb under the higbe.ft At
tainments they may arrive at, by the coming of the 
bleffed Second Adam, the L 0 RD from Heaven. 
'J'hus much of Government in general, as ta its Rift 
tmd End. 

FOR particular Frames and Models, it will be ... 
fqn~e mg to fay little ; and comparatively I will fay 

· · nothin~.' 
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nothing. ..Mj Reafons are: Firft, crhat the Age is 
too nice and difficult for it ; there being nothing the 
Wits of Men are more bufy and divided upon. 'cris 
truc, they feem to agree in the End, to wit, Happi
nefs; but in the Means they differ, asto divine, Jo to 
this human Felicity ; and the Caufe is much the famt, 
not always Want of Light and Knowledge, but Want 
of Ufing them rightly. Men fide with tbeir Pajjions 
againft their Reafon, a1td their finifter Interefts have 
fo ftrong a Biafs upon tbeir Minds, · tbat they lean to 
them againft the good of the things they know. 

Secondly, I do not find a Mode! in the World, th at 
'I'ime, Place, and fomc jùzgular Emergencies have not 
neceffarily altered ; nor is it eafy to frame a civil Go
-vernment, that jhall ferve all Places alike. 

Thirdly, I know wh at is faid by the feveral .Ad
mircrs of Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and Democracy, 
which are the Rule of one, a few, and many, and 
are the three common Ide as of Government, when 
Men difcourfo on that Subjeil. But I chufe to folve 
the Controverfy with this final! Diftinttion, and it be
longs to all three: Any Government is free to the 
People under it ( whatever be the Frame) where the 
Laws rule, and the People are a Party to thofe 
Laws; and more than this is cryranny, Oligarchy, or 
Confufion. 

BUcr Laftly, when all is faid, there is hafdly one 
F'l'ame of Government in the World Jo ill defigned by 
its firft Foundcrs, that in good Hands woutd not d(l 
well enougb ; a1zd Story tells us, the beft in ill ones 
can do nothing that is great or good ; Witnefs the 
Jewifh and Roman States. Go-vernments, like Clocks, 
go from the Motion Men give them ; and as Govern· 
ments are made and mo7Jed by Men,. Jo by them they 
are ruined too. Wherefore Governments rather depend 
upon Men, than Men upon Governments. Let Men 
be good, and the Government can' t be bad ; if it be 
ill, they will cure it. But if Men be bad, let the 

- Govern· 
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Government be never Jo good, they will endeavour ta 
warp and [poil it to their 'rurn. 

I know Jome fay, Let us have good Laws, and no 
matter for the Men that execute them : But let them 
cmtfider, cthat though good Laws do well, good Men 
do better : For good Laws may want good Men, and 
be abolijhed or evaded by ill Men; but good Men will 
ne·ver want good Laws, nor Juffer ill ones. ''Iïs true, 
good Laws have fome awe upon ill Mini.fters, but 
tbat is where they have no Power to efcape or abolijh 
them, and the People are generally wzfe and good: But . 
a loo fe and depraved People (<iL' hi ch is to the §2geftion) 
love Laws and an Adminiflration like themfelves. 'l'hat 
therefore which makes a good Conflitution, mufl keep 
it, viz. Men of Wifdom and Virtue, §jgalities, that 
becaufe they defcend not with worldly Inheritances, 
muft be carefully propagated by a virtuous Educatio11 
of Tou th ; for which After-Ages will owe more to 
the Gare and Prudence of Founders and the fucce.lfive 
Magi.ftracy, than to their Parents for tbeir private 
P atrimonies. 

cr HE SE Confiderations of the Weight of Govern-· 
ment, and the nice a12d various Opinions about it, 
made it uneafy to me to think of publijhing the enfuing 
Frame and conditional Laws, forefeeing, bath the 
Cenfures they will meet with from Men of di.lfering 
Humours and Engagements, and the Occajion they may 
give of Difcourfe beyond my Dfjign. 

BU'r next to the Power of Necejfity, (which is a 
Solicitor th at will take no Denia!) this induced me to 
a Compliance, that we have (withRe·verence to GOD 
and good Confcience to Men) to the be.ft of our Ski!!, 
contrived and compofed the FRAME and LAWS 
of this Government, to the great End of all Go
vernment, viz. To fupport Power il Reverence 
with the People, and to fecure the People frmn the 
Abufe of Power; that they may be free by their juft 
Obedience, and the Magiflrates honourable for their 
juft Adminiftration : For Liberty witbout Obedience is 

Confujion, 
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Confufion, and Obedience without Liberty is Sla·very. 
'.ro carry this Erz.,·enntfr is partly owing to the Confti
tution, and partly tv tbe Magij1racy : Where either 
of thefe fail, Gcvermm d 'will be fubjeét to Convul-
fions ; but where both ar. rvanting, it muft be totally 
{ubrverted: '.rhen where bol b ·meet~ the Government is 
"'tike to endure. Which 1 hu;:1bly pray, and hope G 0 D 
will pleaft to make the Lot of thzs of Penfilvania . 

.Amen. 
WILLIAM PENN. 

Cf'he FRAME, &c. 

0 ALL PEOPLE, To whom thefe Prc-
fents fuall come. \V H E R E A S King 

CHARLES the Second, by his Letters Patents, 
tmder the great Seal of England, for the Confider
ation therein mentioned, hath been gracioufly pleafed 
to give and grant unto 1ne William Penn (by the 
Name of Wil!iam Penn, Efq; Son and Heir of Sir 
vl/illiam Penn deceafed) and to my Heirs and Af
figns for ever, all that Traét of Land, or Province 
called Penjilvania, in America, with divers great 
Powers, Preheminences, Royalties, Jurifdiétions, 
and Authorities, neceffary for the W ell-being and 
(iovernment thereof: NOW KNOW YE, That 
for the Well-being and Government of the faid Pro
vince, and for the Encouragement of ali the Free
tnen and Planters that may be thercin concerned, in 
Purfuance of the Powers afore-mentioned, I the 
faid Wzlliam Penn hav·e declared, granted and con·
firmed, and by thefe Prefents, for me, my Heirs 
and Affigns, do declare, grant and confirn1 unto 
all the Freemen, Planters and Adventurers, of, in 
and to the faid Province, thefe Liberties, Franchifes, 
and Properties, to be held, enjoyed and kept by 
the Freemen, Planters and Inhabitants of the faid 
Prqvince of Penji1vania for ever. 

. . I M PRIM I S, 
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I M P R 1 MI S. 
THAT the Government of this Province !halJ, 

according the Powers of the Patent, confift of the 
Governor and Freemen of the faid Province, in 
Form of a Provincial Council and General Affem
bly, by whom ail Laws fhall be made, Officers 
chofen, and publick Affairs tranfaéted, as is here·
after refpeétively declared. crbat is to fay, 

II. 
THAT the Freemen of t e faid Province fhall 

on the twentieth Day of the twelfth Month, which 
fhall be in this prefent Y ear One 'fhoufand Six Hun
dred Eighty and 'l'wo, meet and affemble in forne 
fit Place, of which timely Notice fhall be before
hand given by the Governor or his Deputy, and 
then and there fhall chufe out of themfelves SE
VENTY-TWO Perfons of n1ofr Note for their Wif
dom, Virtue and Ability, who ihall meet on the 
tenth Day of the firft Month next enfuing, and 
always be called and aél: as the provincial Council 
of the faid Province. 

III. 
TI-f AT at the firft Choice of fu ch provincial 

Council, one third part of the faid provincial Coun
cillhall be chofen to ferve for three Years then next 
enfuing, one third part for two Y ears then next 
enü.ling, and one third part for one ·y car then next 
following fuch Eleétion, and no longer; and that 
the faid third part fhall go out accordingly: And 
on the twentieth Day of the twclfth Mon th as afore
faid, yearly for ever afterward, the Freemen of 
the faid Province ihall in like Manner n1eet and 
affemble together, and then chufe TwENTY-FOuR 

Perfons, being one third of the faid Nun1ber, to 
ièrve in provincial Council for three Years: It be
ing intended, that one tbird part of the whole pro- · 
vincüll Council (al wJ.ys confifring, and to confift 
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of feventy-two Perfons, as aforefaid) falling off 
yearly, it !hall be yearly fupplied by fuch new 
yearly El~étions, as aforeiàid ; and that no one Per
fon fhall continue therein longer than three Y ears : 
And in cafe any Member fhall deceafe before the 
laft Eleétion during his Titne, that then at the next 
Eleétion enfuing his Deceafe, another :fhall be chofen 
to fupply his Place for the remaining Time he was 
to have ferved, and no longer. 

IV. 
TH AT after the firft feven Y ears, every one 

of the faid third parts that goeth yearly off, fhall be 
uncapable of being chofen again for one whole 
Year following: 1'hat fo all may be fitted for Go
vernment, and have Experience of the Care and 
Burden of it. 

V. 
TH AT the provincial Co un cil in all Cafes and 

Matters of Moment, as their arguing upon Bills 
to be paft into Laws, ereéting Courts of J uftice, 
giving J udgment upon Criminals impeached, and 
Choice of Officers, in fuch Manner as is herein after
rnentioned; not lefs than two-thirds of the whole 
provincial Council fhall make a f?<g.orum ; and that 
the Confent not Approbation of two-thirds of fuch 
!}2gorum fhall be had in all fuch Cafes and Matters 
of Moment. And moreover, that in ail Cafes and 
Matters of leffer M01nent, twenty-four Members 
of the iàid provincial Council :fhall make a ffl.gorum., 
the Majority of which twenty-four fhall and may 
al ways determine in fuch Cafes and Caufes of leffer 
M01nent. 

VI. 
TH AT in this provincial Council the Gaver

nor, or his Deputy, fhall or may al ways prefide, 
and have a treble V oice ; and the faid provincial 
Council fhall always continue, and fit upon its 
own Adjournments and Committees. 

VII 
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VII. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

!hall prepare and propofe to the general Affembly 
hereafter mentioned, ali Bills, which they ihall at 
any Time think fit to be paffed into Laws within 
the faid Province; which Bills !hall be publifhed 
and affixed to the moft noted Places in the inha
bited Parts thereof, thirty Days before the Meet
ing of the general Affembly, in arder to the paffing 
then1 into Laws, or rejeébng of them 2 as the ge-_ 
neral Affembly !hall fee meet. 

Y III. 
TH AT the Go vern or and provincial Council 

fuall take care, that all La.ws, Statutes and Ordi
nances, which fhall at any Time be made within 
the faid Province, be duly and diligently executed. 

IX. 
TH AT the Governor and provincial Council 

fhall at all Times have the Care of the Peace and 
Safety of the Province, and that nothing be by any 
Perfon attem pted to the Subverfion of this Frame 
of Government. 

x. 
T>H AT the Governor and provincial Council 

Ihall at ali Titnes fettle and arder the Situation of 
ail Cities, Ports, and 1\Iarket-Towns in every 
County, modelling therein ali publick Buildings, 
Streets, and Market-Places, and fhall appoint ali 
neceffary Roads and Highways in the Province. 

XI. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

fhall at ali Times have Power to infpeét the Ma
nagement of the publick Treafury, and punifh tho fe 
'Yho fhal~ convert any Part thereof to any other 

4 Tfe, 
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Ufe, than what hath been agreed upon by the Go
vernor, provincial Co un cil, and general Affetnbly. 

XII. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

!hall ereél: and order ali publick Schools, and en
courage and reward the Authors of ufeful Sciences 
and laudable Inventions ln the faid Province. 

XIII. 
TH AT for the better Management of the Powers 

and Truft aforefaid, the provincial Council fhaU 
from time to time divide itfelf into four diftinét 
and proper Cornmitteès, for the more eafy Admini 
ftration of the Affairs of the Province, which divides 
the Seventy-two into four Eighteens, every one of 
which Eighteens fuall confift of fix out of each of 
the three Orders or yearly Eleétions, each of which 
!hall have a diftinét Portion of Bufinefs, as follow
eth: Firft, a Comrnittee of Plantations, to fituate and 
fettle Cities, Ports, and Market-Towns, and High .. 
ways, and to hear and decide all Suits and Contro
verfies relating to Plantations. Secondly, a Com
mittee of Juftice and Safety, to fecure the Peace 
of the Province, and punifh the Male-Adrniniftra
tion of thofe who fubvert J uftice to the Prejudice 
of the publick or private Intereft. 'I'hirdly, a Cotn
mittee of Trade and T reafury, who !hall regulate 
all Trade and Commerce according to Law, en
courage Manufaéture and Country-Growth, and 
defray the publick Charge of the Province. And 
Fourthly, a Committee of Manners, Education, 
and Arts, that all wicked and fcandalous Living 
may be prevented, and that Y ou th may be fuc
ceffively trained up in Virtue and ufeful Knowledge 
and Arts: The szy,orum of each of which Com
mittees being fix, that is, two out of each of the 
three Orders or yearly Eleél:ions, as aforefaid, make 
a conftant and ftanding Council of TwENTY-FouR, 

which 
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which will have the Power of the provincial Coun
ci], being the ~orum of it, in ail Cafes not ex
cepted in the fifth Article ; and in the faid Côm
Inittees and ftanding Council of the Province, the 
Governor or his Deputy fhall or may prefide, as 
aforefaid; and in the Abfence of the Governor or 
his Deputy, if no one is by either of them ap
pointed, the faid Committees or Council ihall ap
point a Prefident for that Time, and not other
wife ; and what fhall be refolved at fuch Commit
tees, fuall be reported to the faid Council of the 
Province, and fhall be by then1 refolved and con
firmed before the fan1e fhall be put in Execution ; 
and that thefe refpeétive Commitrees fhall not fit at 
one and the fame Time, except in Cafes of N ecef
fity. 

XIV. 
AND, to the End that ali Laws prepared by 

the Governor and provincial Council aforefaid, may 
yet have the more full Concurrence of the Free
Inen of the Province, it is declared, granted, and 
confirmed, That at the Time and Place or Places 
for the Choice of a provincial Council as aforefaid, 
the faid Freen1en !hall yearly chufe Members to 
ferve in a general AiTembly as their Reprefentatives, 
not exceeding two hundred 0 erfons, who fhJll y earl y 
meet from the twentieth Day of the fecond Month, 
which ihall be in the Y ear One CJ'houfand Six Hun
dred Eighty and :fhree following, in the capital 
Town or City of the faid Province, where during 
eight Days the feveral Men1bers ITl.aY freely confer 
with one another ; and, if an y of them fee tneet, 
with a Committee of the provincial Council (con
fifting of three out of each of the four Committees 
aforefaid, being twelve in ali) which ihall be at th at 
Time, purpofely appointed to receive from any of 
them Propofals for the Alterations or Amendment 
of any of the faid propofed and promulgateô Bills : 
And on the ninth Day from their fo meeting, the 

Q.. faid 
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{aid general Affembly, after Reading over the pro· 
pofed Bills by the Clerk of the provincial Counci], 
and the Occafions and Motives for them being 
opened by the Governor or his Deputy, fhall give 
their Affirmative or Negative, which to them feem
eth beft, in fu ch Manner as herein after is exprefs' d. 
But not lefs than two-thirds fhall make a ~torum 
in the Paffing of Laws, and Choice of fuch Offi
cers as are by them to be chofen. 

xv. 
TH AT the Laws fo prepared and propofed as 

aforefaid, that are affented to by the general Affem • 
bly, fhall be enrolled as Laws of the Province, with 
this Stile: By the Governor, with the AJJent and Ap
probation of the Freemen in provincial Council mzd ge
neral Aifembly. 

XVI. 
TH AT, for the better Eftablifhment of the Go

vernment and Laws of this Province, and to the 
End there may be an univerfal SatisfaCtion in the 
Laying of the Fundamentals thereof; the general 
Affembly fhall, or may for the firft Y ear, confift 
of all the Freemen of and in the faid Province, and 
ever after it fhall be yearly chofen as aforefaid ; 
which Number of two· hundred !hall be enlarged 
as the Country lhall encreafe in People, fo as it do 
not exceed five hundred at any Time: The Ap
pointment and Proportioning of which, as alfo the 
Laying and Methodizing of the Choice of the pro
vincial Council and general Affe1nbly in future 
Times, moft equally to the Divifions of the Hun
dreds and Counties, which the Country 1hall here
after be divided into, !hall be in the Power of the 
provincial Council to propofe, and the general Af
fembly to refolve. 

XVII. 
TH AT the Governor and the provincial Co un

cil ihall ereét from time to time ftanding Courts of 
· - - - · Juftice, 
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Juftice, in fuch Places and Number as they :lhall 
judge convenient for the good Government of the 
faid Province. And that the provincial Council 
fhall on the thirteenth Day of the firft Mon th yearly, 
eleél and prefent to the Governor or his Deputy, a 
double Number of Perfons, to ferve for Judges, 
rrreafurers, Mafters of Rolls, within the faid Pro
vince for the Year next enfuing ; and the Freen1en 
of the faid Province in the County -Courts, when 
they .fhall be ereéled, and till then in the general 
Alfem bly, fhall on the three and twentieth Day of 
the fecond Month yearly, eleét and prefent to the 
Governor or his Deputy, a double N umber of Per
fons to ferve for Sheriffs, J uftices of the Peace, 
and Coroners, for the Y ear next enfuing ; out of 
which refpeétive Eleétions and Prefentments, the 
Governor or his Deputy fhall nominate and com
miffionate the proper Number for each Office the 
third Day after the faid Prefentments ; or elfe the 
firft named in fuch Prefentment for each Office, 
fhall ftand and ferve for that Office the Y ear en
fuing. 

XVIII. 
BUT forafmuch as the prefent Condition of 

the Province requires forne Ïlnmediate Settlement, 
and admits not of io quick a Revolution of Offi
cers ; and ta the End the faid Province may, with 
all convenient Speed, be weil ordered and fettled, I 
William Penn do therefore think fit ta norflinate 
and appoint fu ch Perfons for J udges, Treafurers, 
Mafters of the Rolls, Sheriffs, J uftices of the Peace, 
and Coroners, as are moft fitly qualified for thofe 
Employments ; ta wh01n 1 fhall n1ake and grant 
Commiffions for the faid Officers, refpeB:ively, to 
hold ta them to whom the fame ihall be granted, 
for fo long Time as every fuch Perfon fhall well 
behave himfelf in the Office or Place to him re
fpeél:ively granted, and no longer. And upon the 
Deceafe or Difplacing of any of the faid Officers, 
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the fucceeding O.fficer or Officers iball be chofen as 
aforefaid. 

XIX. 
TH.A. T the general Affembly fhall continue fo 

long as may be needful to impeach Criminals fit to 
be there impeached, to pafs Bills into Laws that 
they fhall think fit to pafs into Laws, and till fuch 
1'ilne as the Governor and provincial Council fhall 
declare th at they have nothing further to propofe 
unto then1 for their Aifent and Approbation : And 
that Declaration ihall be a Difn1ifs to the general 
Aifembly for that time; which general Affembly 
i11all be notwithftanding capable of affetnbling to
gether upon the S:.1mmons of the provincial Coun
cil, at any Time during that Year, if the faid pro
vincial Council fhall fee Occafion for their fo aifem-
bling. 

xx. 
TH AT ali the Eleél:ions of Mem bers or Re

prefentatives of the People to ferve in provincial 
Council and general Aifembly, and all ~1eftions 
to be determined by both or either of them, that 
relate to pafiing of Bills into Laws, to the Choice 
of Officers,. to I1npeachments made by the general 
I ifembly, and J udgment of Criminals upon fu ch 
Impeachments by the provincial Council, and to 
all ether Cafes by then1 refpeétively judged of Im
portance, !hall be refolved and detern1ined by the 
Ballot ; and unlefs on fudden and indifpenfible Oc
cafions, no Bufinefs in provincial Council, or its 
refpeél:ive Committees, ihall be finally determined 
the fame Day that it is moved. 

XXI. 
.THAT at ali times, when, and fo often as it 

fhall happe_n that the Governor fhall or may be an 
Infant und er the Age of one and twenty Y ears, 
.and no Guardians or Commiffioners are appointed 
in Vvriting by the Father of the faid Intànt, or that 

· fuch 
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_ fuch Guardians or Comtniffioners ihall be deccafed; 

that during fuch Minority, the provincial Council 
fhall frotn Tin1e to Time, as they iball fee meer, 
conftitute and appoint Guardians or Commiflloners, 
not exceeding three ; one of w hi ch three .fhall pre
fide as Deputy and chief Guardian, during il.1eh 
Minority, and :!hall have, and execute, with the 
Confent of the other two, ali the Power of a Go
vernor, in ali the publick Affairs and Concerns of 
the faid Province. 

XXII. 
TH AT as often as any Day of the Mon th 

mentioned in any Article of this Cha;:ter, fhall fall 
upo11 the firft Day of the W eek, commonly called 
the Lord' s Day, the Bufinefs appointed tor that 
Day !hall be defcrred tUl the next Day, unlefs in 
cafe of Emergency. 

XXIII. 
TH.A.T no AB:, Law, or Ordinance whatîo

ever, !hall at any time hercafter be n1ade or clone 
by the Governor of this Province, his Heirs or 
Afiigns, or by the Freemen in the provincial Coun
cil, or the general Affembly, to alter, change or 
di1ninifu the F orm or Effeél of this Charter, or any 
Part or Claufe thereof, or contrary to the true In~ 
tent and M caning thereof, without the Confent of 
the Governor, his I-Ieirs or Affigns, and fix Parts 
of feven of the faid Freemen in provincial Council 
and general Affe1nbly. 

XXIV. 
AND LASTLY, 'fhat I the faid William Penn, 

fo1 n1yfelf, my Heirs and Affigns, have folemnly 
declared, granted, and confirmed~ and do hereby 
folen1nly declare, grant, and confirm, That neither 
I, my f-Ieirs nor Affigns, fuall procure or do any 
Tlüng or Things, whereby the Liberties in this 
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Charter contained and expreifed fhall be infringed 
or broken ; and if any Thing be procured by any 
Perfon or Perfons contrary to thefe Premiifes, it 
fhall be held of no Foree or Effeét. IN W I T
NESS whereof, I the faid William Penn have unto 
this prefent Charter of Liberties fet n1y Hand and 
broad Seal, this five and twentieth Day of the fecond 
Mon th, vu1garly called A[ril, in the Y ear of our 
L 0 RD One 1houfand Six Hundred and Eighty-two. 

wILLIAM PENN. 

LAW S agreed upon in England, &c. 

1. 
HAT the Charter of Liberties, declared, 
granted, and confirmed the five and tu·entietb 

Day of the fecond Month, called .dpril, 1682, be
fore divers Witneffes, by William Penn, Governor 
and chief Proprietor of Penjilvania, to ali the Free
men and Planters of the faid Province; is hereby 
dedared and approved, and .!hall be for ever held 
for Fundarnental in the Government thereof, accord
ing to the Limitations mentioned in the faid Charter. 

II. 
TH AT every Inhabitant in the faid Province, 

that is or lhall be a Purchafer of one hundred Acres 
of Land, or upwards, . his Heirs and Affigns, and 
every Perfon who fhall have paid his Paffage, and 
taken up one hundred Acres of Land at one Penny 
an Acte, and have cultivated ten Acres thereof; 
and every Perfon that hath been a Servant or Bonds
man, and is free by his Service, that fhall have 
taken up his fifty Acres of Land, and cultivated 
twenty thereof; and every Inhabitant, Artificer, or 
other Refident in the faid Province, that pays Scot 
and Lot to the Government, 1hall be deemed and 

ac-
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accounted a Freeman of the faid Province : And 
every fuch Perfon ihall and n1ay be capable of eleét
ing, or being eleéted Reprefentatives of the People 
in provincial Council or general Affen1bly in the 
faid Province. 

III. 
THAT ail Eleétions of Men1bers, or Repre· 

fentatives of the People and Freemen of the Pro .. 
vince of PerJilvania, to ferve in provincial Council 
or general AiTembly to be held within the faid Pro
vince, !hall be free and voluntary: And that the 
Eleétor, that ihall receive any Reward or Gift, in 
Meat, Drink, Manies, or otherwife, :fhaU forfeit 
his Right to eleét; and fuch Perfon as Ihall direé1:
ly or indireétly give, promife, or beftow any fuch 
Reward as aforefaid, to be eleéted, fhall forfeit his 
Eleél:ion, and be thereby incapable to ferve as afore .. 
faid : And the provincial Council and general Af
fembly fhall be the foie Judges of the Regularity 
or Irregularity of the Eleétions of their own refpec .. 
tive Members. 

IV. 
TH AT no Mo ney or Goods fhall be raifed 

upon, or paid by any of the People of this Pro· 
vince by way of publick Tax, Cuftom, or Contri
bution, but by a Law for that Purpofe made ; and 
whofoever !hall levy, colleét, or pa y any Mo ney 
or Goods contrary thereunto, fhall be held a pub· 
lick Enemy to the Province, and a Betrayer of the 
Liberties of the People thereof. 

v. 
TH AT ail Courts :{hall be open, and Juftice 

fhall neither be fold, denied, nor delayed. 

VI. 

231 

TH AT in ail Courts, ail Perfons of all Perfua
fions may freely appear in their own W a y, and ac· 
cording to their own Mann er, and there perfonally 

Q 4 plead 



232 :the HisTORY of the 
plead their own Caufe themfelves ; or if unable, 
by their Friend: And the firft Procefs iball be the 
Exhibition of the Complaint in Court, fourteen 
Days before the Trial ; and that the Party cotn
plained againft may be fitted for the fame, he or 
fhe fl1all be furnmoned, no le_fs than ten Days be
fore, and a Copy of the Cornplaint delivered him 
or her, at his or her Dwelling-houfe. But oefore 
the Complaint of any Perfon be received, he fuall 
folen1nly declare in Court, That he believes in his 
Confcience his Caufe is juft. 

VII. 
THAT ali Pleadings, Proceffes, and Records 

in Court fhall be iliort, and in Englijh, and in an 
ordinary and plain Charaéter, that they may be un
derftood, and Juftice fpeedily adminiftred. 

VIII. 
THAT ali Trials fball be by twelve Men, and 

as near as may be, Peers or Equals, and of the 
Neighbourhood, and 1\Ien without juft Exception 
in Cafes of Life, there fuall be firft twenty-four re
turned by the Sheriffs for a Grand Inqueft, of whon1 
twelve at leaft !hall find the Corn plaint to be true ; 
and then the twelve Men, or Peers, to be likewife 
returned by the Sheriff, fuall have the final Judg
tnent. But reafonable Challenges fhall be alway~ 
admitted againft the faid twelve Men, or any of 
them. 

IX. 
Tl-I AT aH Fees in ail Cafes fhall be moderate, 

and fettled by the provincial Council and general 
1\.ffembly, and be hung up in a Table in every re
fpeEtive Court; and whofoever fuall be conviéled 
of taking more, fuall pay two-fold, and be difmiffed 
his Employment, one Moiety of which fhall go to 
he Party wronged. 

x. 
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x. 
TH AT all Prifons fhall be W ork-houfes for 

Felons,Vagrants, and loofe and idlePerfons; whereof 
one fhall be in every County. 

XI. 
TH AT ail Prifoners fhall be bailable by fuffi

cient Sureties, unlefs for capital Offences, where the 
Proof is evident, or the Prefumption great. 

XII. 
TH AT all Perfons wrongfully imprifoned or 

profecuted at Law, fhall have double Damages 
againft the Informer or Profecutor. 

XIII. 
· TH AT ali Prifons fhall be free as to Fees, Food, 
and Lodging. 

XIV. 
T HAT all Lands and Goods fhall be lia ble to 

pay Debts, except where there is legal Hfue, and then 
all the Goods, and one third of the Land only. 

xv. 
TH AT all Wills in W ri ting attefted by two 

Witneffes, fhall be of the fame Force, as to Lands, 
as other Conveyances, being legally proved within 
forty Days, either within or without the faid Pro-
vince. 

XVI. 
TH AT feven Y ears quiet Pofièffion fhall give 

an unqueftionable Right, except in Cafes of Infants, 
Lunaticks, married W amen, or Perfons beyond 
the Seas. 

XVII. 
TH AT ail Briberies and Extortions whatfoever, 

fhall be ~everely ptmifhed. 
XVIII. 
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XVIII. 

THAT all Fines' ihall be moderate, and faving 
I'v1ens Contene1nents, Merchandize, or W ainage. 

XIX. 
THAT ali Marriages (not forbidden by the 

Lav1 of God, as to Nearne1s of Blood and Affinity 
by Marriage) fhall be encouraged ; but the Parents 
or Guardians fhall be firft confulted, and the Mar
riage fhall be publifhed before it be folemnized ; 
and it ihall be folemnized by taking one another as 
Hufband and Wife, before credible Witneffes, and 
a Certificate of the whole, tmder the Hands of Par
ties and Witneifes, fhall be brought to the proper 
R.egifter of that County, and fhall be regiftred in 
l1is Office. 

,:XX. 
J'\J ND to prevent Frauds and vexatious Suits 

vithin the faid Province, that all Charters, Gifts, 
rants, and Conveyances of Land, ( except Leafes 

for a Y ear or und er) and all Bills, Bonds, and Spe
cialties above five Pounds, and not under three 
Months, made in the faid Province, fhall be en
rolled or regiftred i~ the publick Enrolment-Office 
of the faid Province, within the Space of two 
Months next after the Making thereof, elfe to be 
void in Law. And ali Deeds, Grants, and Con
veyances of Land ( except as aforefaid) within the 
faid Province, and made out of the faid Province, 
fhall be enrolled or regiftred as aforefaid, within fix 
Months next after the Making thereof, and fettling 
and conftituting an Enrolment-Office or Regiftry 
within tht faid Province, elfe to be void in Law againft. 
ali Perfons whatfoever. · 

XXI. 
TH AT ali Defacers or Corrupters of Charters, 

Gifts, Grants, Bonds, Bills, Wills, Contraél:s, and 
Conveyances, or that fhall deface or falfify any En
rolment, Regiftry or Record within this Province, 

· fhall 
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fl1all make double Satisfaétion for the fame; half 
whereof fuall go to the Party wronged, and they 1hall 
be difmiffed of ali Places of Truft, and be publickly 
difgraced as falfe Men. 

XXII. 
THAT there fuall be a Regifter for Births, Mar

riages, Burials, Wills, and Letters of Adminiftra
tion, diftinét from the other Regiftry. 

XXIII. 
TH AT there ihall be a Regifter for ail Servants, 

where theirNames, Time, Wages, andDays ofPày
lnent ihall be regiftred. 

XXIV. 
TH AT ali Lands and Goods of F elans !hall be 

Hable to make Satisfaétion to the Party wronged 
twice the Value ; and for W ant of Lands or Goods, 
the Felons fuall be Bondmen to work in the common 
Prifon or Work-houfe, or otherwife, till the Party 
injured be fatisfied. 

xxv. 
T I-I AT the Eftates of capital Offenders, as Trai

tors and Murderers, !hall gp one third to the next of 
kin to the Sufferer, and the Remainder to the next of 
kin to the Criminial. 

XXVI. 
THAT ali Witneffes, c01ning or calied to tef· 

tify their Knowledge in orto any Matter or Thing 
in any Court, or before any lawful Authority within 
the faid Province, fuall there give or deliver in 
their Evidence or Teftimony by folemnly promi
fing to fpeak the ,_fruth, the whole Truth, and no
thing but the Truth, to the Matter or Thing in 
~eition. And in cafe any Perfon fo called to 
Evidence, !hall be conviéted of wilful Falfhood, 
fi 1ch Perfon !hall fuffer and undergo fu ch Damage 
or Penalty, as the Perfon or Perfons againft whom 
he or fue bore falfe Witnefs, did or !bauld under
go ; and !hall alfo m~k~ Satisfaél:ion to the Party 

- - wronged, 
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wronged, and be publickly expofed as a falfe Wit
nefs, nevc.r to be credited in any Court, or before 
any Magifrrate in the faid Province. 

XXVII . 
... t\r -D to the end that ali Officers chofen to 

fèrve within this Province, tnay with more Care and 
Diligence anfwer the Truft rèpofed in them, it is 
àgreed, That no fuch Perfon fhall enjoy 1nore than 
one publick Office at one Tin1e. 

XXVIII. 
TH AT ali Children within this Province of the 

Age of twelve Y ears, ihall be taught forne ufeful 
Trade or Skill, to the end none tnay be idlc, but 
the Poor tnay work to live, and the Rich, if they 
become poor, n1:1y not -vvant. 

XXIX. 
TH .A.T Servants be not kept longer than thcir 

Tilne, and fuch as are careful, be both jufrly and 
kindly ufcd in their Service, and put in fitting Equi
page at the Expiration th reof, according to Cuftum. 

xxx. 
T FI J. \ T all fcandalous and malicious Reporters, 

Backbiters, Dct:u11ers, and Spreaders of falfc News, 
whethcr againfr lVbgiftrates or private Pufons, 
fuall be accordingly feverely punifhed, as· Enemies 
to the Peace and Concord of this Province. 

XXXI. 
'I' FI il T for the Encouragement of the Planters 

and Traders in this Province, who are incorporated 
into a Society, the Patent grJ.nted to them by Wil
liam Penn, Governor of the faid Province, is herc
h ratifif : and confirmc:d. 

XXXII. 
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XXXII. 

- - - -. 
XXXIII. 

TH AT ail F aB: ors or Corref pondents in the faid 
Province, wronging their Employers, fhall make 
Satisfaétion and one third over, to their faid En .. -
ployers : And in cafe of the Death of any fuch 
Faétor or Correfpondent, the Committee of Trade 
1hall take care to fecure fo much of the deceafed 
Party' s Eftate, as belongs to his faid refpeétive Em
ployers. 

XXXIV. 
THAT aU Treafurers, Judges, Mafters of the 

Rolls, Sheriffs, J uftices of the Peace, and other 
Officers and Perfons whatfoever, relating to Courts 
or Trials of Caufes, or any other Service in the 
Government; and all Members eleéted to ferve in 
provincial Council and general Affembly, and all 
that have Right to eleét fuch Members, ihall be 
fuch as profefs Faith in Jefus Chrift, and that are 
not conviéted of ill Fame, or unfober and difhoneft 
Converfation, and that are of tv;enty-one Y ears of 
Age at leaft ; and that all fuch fo qualified, fuall 
be capable of the faid feveral Employments and Pri
vileges as aforefaid. 

xxxv. 
TH AT all Perfons living in this Province, who 

confefs and acknowledge the one Almighty and Eter
nal God, to be the Creator, U pholder and Ruler of 
the W orld ; and that hold themfelves obliged in 
Confcience to live peaceab1y and jufrly in civil So
ciety, fuall in no Ways be moleited or prejudiced 
for their religious Pcrfuafion or Praétice m Matters 
of Faith and Vvorfilip, nor fhall they be compell'd 
at any Time to frequent or maint:ün any rGligious 
Yf orfhip, Place or Minifiry whatevcr. 

XXXVI. 

23?' 
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XXXVI. 
TH AT according to the good Example of the 

primitive Chriftians, and the Eafe of the Creation, 
every firft Day of the W eek, called the Lord' s 
Day, People fuall abfrain from their comm0n daily 
Labour, that they may the better difpofe themfelves 
to worfuip God according to their U nderftandings. 

XXXVII. 
TH AT as a carelefs and corrupt Adminifrration 

of Juftice draws the Wrath of God upon Magi
ftrates, fo the Wildnefs and Loofenefs of the Peo-
ple provoke the Indignation of God againft a Coun
try: Therefore, That ali fuch Offences againft God, 
as Swearing, Curfing, Lying, prophane Talking, 
Drunkennefs, Drinking of Healths, obfcene W ords, 
Inceft, Sod01ny, Rapes, Whoredon1, Fornication, 
and ether Uncleannefs (not to be repeated) ail Trea
fons, Mifprifions, Murders, Duels, Felony, Sedi
tion, Maims, forci ble En tries, and ether Violences, 
to the Perfons and Eftates of the Inhabitants within 
this Province. Ali Prizes, Stage-plays, Cards, 
Dice, Maygames, Çiamefters, Mafques, Revels, 
Bull-baitings, Cock-fightings, Bear-baitings, and 
the like, which excite the People to Rudenefs, Cru
elty, Loofenefs, and Irreligion, fhall be refpeétively 
difcouraged and feverely punifh' d, according to the 
Appointment of the Governor and Freemen in pro
vincial Council and general A.ffembly; as alfo ail 
Proceedings contrary to thefe Laws) that are not 
here made exprefly penal. 

XXXVIII. 
TH AT a Copy of thefe Laws ihall be hung tlp 

in the provincial Council, and in publick Courts of 
Juftice: And that they fhall be read yearly at the . 
Opening of every provincial Council and general Af
fembly, and Court ofJufUce; and their Affent fuall be 

- -· · teftified, 
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efti.fied, by their ftanding up atter the Rear : •. 

0 

thereof. 
XXXIX. 

TH AT there fhall be at no ti me any Alteration 
of any of thefe Laws, without the Confent of the 
Governor, his Heirs or Afiigns, and fix Parts of 
fe ven of the F reetnen, met in provincial Co un cil and 
general Affembly. 

XL. 
TH AT ali other Matters and Things not herein 

provided for, which Ihall and may concern the pub
lick J uftice, Peace or Safety of the faid Province ; 
and the raifing and impofing Taxes, Cuftoms, Du
tics, or other Charges whatfoever, !hall be and are 
hereby referred to the Or der, Prudence and Deter
mination of the Governor and Freemen in provin
cial Council and general J\fièmbly, to be held fron1 
time to time in the faid Province. 

Signed and Sealed by the Governor and Freemen 
aforefaid, the fifth Day of the third Montb, 
called May, One 'I'houfand Si:~ Hundred and 
Eighty-'I'ttoo. 

Certain CoNDITIONS or CoNCESSioNs agreed 
upon by WILLIAM PENN, Proprietor and 
Governor of the Province ifPenfilvania, and 
thofe who are the Ad~enturers and Purchafers 
in the fame Province, the Eleventh if July, 
One 'Ihoufand Six Hundred and Eighty-one. 

FI R S T. 

T HAT fo foon as it pleafeth God, that the 
abovefaid Perfons arrive there, a certain ~an

tity of Land or Ground Plat, fhall be laid out for 
a large Town or City, in the moft convenient Place 

, upon the River for Health and Navigation ; and 
· every 

I 
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every Purchaièr and Adventurer, fhall by Lot have 
fo much Land therein as will anfwer to the Porpor
tion which he bath bought or taken up upon Rent: 
But it is to be noted, that the Surveyors fhall con
fider what Roads or Highways will be neceffary to 
the Cities, Towns, or thro' the Lands. Great Roads 
from City to City !hall not contain lefs than forty Foot 
in Breadth, and fhall be firft laid out and declared 
to be for Highways, before the Dividend of Acres 
be laid out for the Purchafer; and the like Obfer
vation to be had for the Streets in the TQwns and Ci
ties, that there may be convenient Roads and Streets 
preferved, not to be incroached upon by any Planter 
or Builder, that none may build irregularly to the 
Damage of another. In this, Cujlom governs. 

II. 
THAT the Land in the Town be laid out to

gether after the Proportion of ten thoufand Acres of 
the whole Country, that is, tv;o hundred Acres if the 
Place will bear it : However, that the Proportion 
be by Lot, and entire, fo as thofe that defire to be 
together, efpecially thofe that are by the Catalogue 
laid together, may be io laid together bath in the 
Town and Country. 

III. 
TH AT when the Country-Lots are laid out, 

every Purchafer, from one thoufand to ten thoufand 
Acres, or n1ore, not to have above one thoufand 
Acres together, unlefs in three Y ears they plant a 
Family upon every thoufand Acres; but that aU 
fuch as purchafe together, lie together ; and if as 
many as comply with this Condition, that the wholc: 
be laid out toge~her. 

IV. 
THAT where any Nun1ber of Purchafers, more 

or lefs, who fe N un1ber of Acre~ amounts to five or 
4 ten 
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~en thoufand A.cres, defire to fit together in a Lot 
or Townfhip, they fhall have their Lot or Town .. 
fhip caft together, in fu ch Places as have conve
nient Harbours or navigable Rivers attending it, if 
fuch can be found ; and in cafe any one or more 
Purchafers plant not according to Agreement in this 
Concefiîon, to the Prejudice of others of the fame 
Townfhip, upon Complaint thereof made to the 
Governor or his Deputy, with Affiftance, they may 
award (if they fee Caufe) that the complaining Pur
chafer may, paying the Survey-Money, and Pur
chafe-Money, and Intereft thereof, be entitled, in
rolled and lawfully invefted in the Lands fo not 
fraœd. · 

v. 
THAT the Proportion of Lands that fhali be 

laid out in the firft great Town or City, fo~ every 
Purchafer, fhall be after the Proportion of ten 
Acres for every jive hundred Acres purchafed, if the 
Place will allow it. 

VI. 
TH AT notwithftanding there be no mention 

1nade, in the feveral Deeds made to the Purchafers, 
yet the faid William Penn does accord and declare, 
that ali Rivers, Rivulets, Woods and Underwoods, 
Waters, W ater-courfes, Qyarries, Mines and Mi
nerais ( except Mines Royal) ihall be freely and full y 
enjoyed, and wholly by the Purchafers, into whofe 
Lot they fall. 

VII. 
TH AT for every fifty Acres that fu ali be allot

ted to a Servant at the End of his Service, his ~ir
Rent ihall be two Shillings per Annum, and the 
rviafter or Owner of the Servant, when he ihall take 
up the other fifty Acres, his ~it-Rent fhall be 
four Shillings by the Year, or if the Mafter of the 
Servant (by Reafon in the Indentures he is fo obliged 
to do) allot out to the Servant fifty Acres in his own 
Divifion, the fa id Mafter fhall hav·e :On De rn and al-

R :- lotted 



lotted him, fron1 the Govcrnor, the one httndred 
Acres at the chief Rent of }iX' Shillings per Annum. 

\TJII. 
AND for the Encouragement of fuch as are in

genions and wilEng to fearch out Gold and Silver 
Mines in this Province, it is hereby agreed, that 
they have Liberty to bore and dig in t>ny Man's 
Property, full y paying the Damage dm~e ; and in 
cafe a Difcovery ihould be rnade, that the Difco
verer have one fifth, the Owner of the Soil (if not 
the Difcoverer) a tentb Par~, the Governor two fifths, 
and the reft to the publick Treafury, faving to the ~ 
King the Share referved by Patent. 

IX. 
IN every hundred thoufand Acres, the Governor 

and Proprietary, by Lot, referveth te1Z to hi1nfelf, 
what fhalllie bu~ in one Place. 

x. 
TH AT every Man ihall be bound to plant or 

1nan fo rouch of his Share of Land as :fhall be fet 
out and furveyed, within thref: Y ears after it is fo 
fet out and furveyed, or elfe it fhall be lawful for 
new C.on1ers to be fertled thereupon, paying to then1 
their Survey-Money, and they go up higher for 

thcir Shares. 
XI. 

THE RE !hall be no buying and felling, be it 
with an Indimz, or one ~mong another, of any Goods 
to be exported, but what ihall be performed in pub
lick Market, when fuch Places fuall be fet apart or 
ereéted, where tney fhall pafs the pubi1ck Stamp or 
rviark . If bad W are, and prized as_ good, or de- .. 
ceitfu] in Proportion or W eight, to fori tit the Value 
as if good and full Weight and Proport~on, to the 
publick Tre~fury of the Province, wherher it be the 
Merchandize of the Indian, or that of the Plant.:rs. 

XII. 
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XII. 
AND FOR.ASMU ~':H as it is ufual with 

the Planters, to over·reach the poor Natives of the 
Country in Trade, by Goods not being good of 
the Kind, or debafed with Mixtures, with which 
they are fenfibJy aggrieved, it is agreed, whatever 
is fold to the Indians, in Confidcration of their Furs, 
fhal1 be fold in the Market-Place, and there fuffer 
the Teft, whether good or bad; if good, to paf.s; 
if not good, not to be foJd for good, th at the Na
rives may not be abufed nor provoked. 

XIII. 
TH AT no Man fhall by any Ways or Means, 

in W ord or Deed, affront or wrong any Indian, but 
he fhall incur the fame Penalty of the Law, as if he 
had committed it againft his Fellow-Planter; and 
if any Indian fhall abu fe, in W ord or Det-"Cl, any 
Planter of this Province, that he fhall not be his 
own J udge upon the India11, but he fhall make his 
Complaint to the Governor of the Province, or his 
Lieutenant or Deputy, or fome inferior M~giftrate 
near him, who fhall, to the utmoft of his Power, 
take Care with the King of the faid Indian, that ali 
reafonable SatisfàB:ion be made to the faid i~ured 
Planter. 

XIV. 
T l-I AT all Differences between the Planters and 

the Natives, fnall alfo be ended by twdue Men, 
that is, by fix Planters and fix Natives, that fo we 
may live friendly together as much as in us lieth, 
preventing all Occafions of Heart-burnings and Mif~ 
chief. 

xv. 
THAT the ·Indians ihall pave Liberty to do aU 

Things relating to the Improvement of theirGround, 
and providing Suftenance for th dr F atniljes, th at 
any of the Planters ihall enjoy. · 

R 2 XVI. · 

243 



:!he H 1 s T oR Y of the· 

XVI. 
THAT the Laws asto Slanders, Drunkennefs,. 

Swearing, Curfi.ng, Pride in Apparel, Trefpaffes, 
Diftreffes, Replevins, W eights and Meafures, !hall 
be the fame a3 in England, till altered by Law in 
this Province. 

XVII. 
THAT al1 ihall mark thelr Hogs' Sheep and 

other Cattle, and what are not marked within three 
Months after it is in their Poifeffion, be it young 
or old, it ihall be forfeited to the Governor, that 
fo People n1ay be compelled to a void the Occafions. 
of much Strife between Planters. 

XVIII. 
1~HAT in clearing the Ground, Care be taken 

to leave one Acre of Trees for every five A.cres 
dear'd, efped~l1y to preferve Oak and Mulberries for 
Silk and Shipping. 

XIX. 
THAT all Ship-Mafters !hall give an Account 

of their Countries, N ames, Ships, Owners, Freights 
and Paifengers, to an Officer to be appointed for 
that Purpofe, which !hall be regiftred within two 
l)ays after the ir Arrival ; and if they ihall refuiè fo to 
do, that then none prefume to trade with the1n, 
upon Forfeiture thereof; and that fuch Mafters be 
looked upon, as having an evil Intention to the 
Province. 

XX"' 
T I-I AT no Perfon leave the Province, without 

Publication being n1ade thereof, in the Market
Place, three Weeks before, and a Certificate from 
forne J uftice of the Peace, of hi!> Clearnefs with 
his N eighbours, and tho fe he hath dealt withal, fo 
far as fuch an Affurance can be attained and given: 
-And if any Mafter of a Ship fhall, contrary here-
unto, receive and carry away any Perfon, that hath 

not 
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not .given that publick Notice, the faid Mafter 
fhall be liable to all Debts owing by the faid Per-
fon, fo fecretly tranfported fron1 the Province. 
Laftly, that thefe are to be added to, or correéled, 
by and with the Confent of the Parties hcreunto 
fubfcribed. 

Sealed and delivered in WILLIAM PENN~ 

the Prefence of 
William Boelham, 
Harbert Springet, 
'Thomas Prudyard. 

Sealed and delivered in the Prefence of all the Pro
prietors who have hereunto Jubfcribed, except 
Thomas Farrinborrough and John Goodfon, in 
the Preftnce of 

Hugh Chamberlen, 
R Murray~ 
·Harbert Springet, 
Humphry South, 
Thomas Barker, 
San1uel J obfon, 
John,. J ofeph Moore, 

William Powe1, 
Richard Davie, 
Griffith Jones, 
Hugh Larnbe, 
Thon1as F arrinborroQgh, 
John Goodfon. 

Aél ACT of SETTLEMENT, made at 
Chefter, 1682. 

WHEREAS WILLIAM PENN, Proprietary 
and Governor of the Province of Penfyl

vania, and Territories thereunto belonging, hath, 
out of his great Kindnefs and Goodnefs to the In
habitants thereof, been favourably pleafed to give 
and grant unto them a Charter of l.1iberties and Pri .. 
,ileges, dated the t·wenty-fifth Day of the fecond 
Month, One 'J'houfand Six Hundred a11d Eighty-two : 
By which Charter it is faid, the Government fhall 

R 3 confift 
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confii.t of the Governor and Freemen of the f.aid 
Province, in the F orn1 of a provincial Countil and 
general Affen1bly ; and that the provincial Counci~ 
fhall confift of fe'venty-two Members, to be chofen 
by the Freemen ; anè_ t 11at the general Afïembly 
may, thefirflYear, confift of t~e whole Body of the 
Freeholders, and ever after of an elec1:ed Number, 
not exceeding t1.vo hundred Perfons, without the 
Confent of the provincial Council and general Af
fembly : And fuch Affembly to fit yearly on the 
twentieth Day of the third Month, as in the firft, 
fecond, tbird, fixth, fourteenth and fixteenth Arti
cles of the Charter, Reference being thereunto had, 
doth more at large appear. 

AND FORASMUCH as this Charter was 
the firft of thofe probationary Laws, that were 
agreed to and 1nade by and between the Proprietary, 
and Governor, and Free1nen in England, that were 
Purchafers in this Province, which faid Laws, in 
the whole and in every Part thereof, were to be fub-. 
rnitted to the Explanation and Confirmation of the 
firft provincial Council and general A.ffembly that 
was to be held in this Province, as by the Title and 
jùft Law of the faid Agreement, doth plainly ap
pcar. 

AND WI-IEREAS, the Proprietary and Go
vernor hath, according to that Charter, iffued out 
W rits to the refpeétive Sheriffs of the fix Counties 
of this Province, to fumnron the Freemen thereof, 
to chuiè in each County twelve Perfons of moft 
Note for their Sobriéty, Wifdom, and Integrity, to 
ferve in provincial Council ; and alfo to infonn the 
Frtemen that they might con1e, for this Time, in 
their own Perfons, to make up a general Aifèmbly, 
iccor :ling to Charter. And that the faid refpeftive 
Shuiffs by their Returns, and the Freemen by their 
Petitions to the Proprietary and Governor, have 
pbinly declarcd, that the Fewnefs of the People, 
t :H.~ir Inability in Eftate, and U nfkilfulnefs in Mat-
l • • ' - • 
- ter~ . ' 
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1:ers of Governm(;nt, w1l not permit them to ferve 
in fo large a Cou neil and .l\Œ:mbly, as by the Char
ter is expreffed ; and therefore do defire, that the 
Members now chofen to be their Deputies and Re
prefentatives, may fer ve bath for provincial Coun
cil and general } ifcmbly ; that is to fay, three out 
of each County for the provincial Council, and the 
remaining nine for the general Affcmbly, according 
to Aét, as fully and arnply as if the faid provincial 
Council and general Affcmbly had confifted of the 
faid N un1bers of Members n1entioned in the Char
ter of Liberties, upon Confideration of the Pre
mifes ; and that th~ Proprietary and Governor n1ay 
teftify his gr~::àt WiJ.Hngnefs to comply with that 
which n1ay be n1ofl: eafy ahd pleafing, he is williag 
that it be enaéled. 

AND BE IT ENACTED bythe Proprietary 
and Governor, by and with the unanimous Advice 
and Confent of the Freemen of this Province, and 
Territozies thereunto bdonging, in provincial Coun
cil and general Affembly n1et, That the N umbers 
defired by the Inhabitants in their feveral Petitions, 
and exprefs~ d to be theit Defires by the Sheriffs 
Returns to the Proprietary aç.d Governor, to lèrve 
as the provincial Court cil and general Affembly, 
be allowed and taken, to all Intents at\d Pt; rpofes, 
to be the provincial Council and general Affembly 
of this Province : And that the ~orum fh· 11 be 
proportionably fettled, according to the 1\1ethod 
exprefs,d in the fifth Article; that is to fay, two 
thirds to make a !?2.!Jorum in extraotdinary Cafes, 
and one third in ordinary Cafes, as is provided in 
the faid fifth Article : W hi th faid provincial Co un
cil and general Affembly, fo alteady chofen, at·e 
and ihall be held ând reputed the leg~l provincial 
Council and general Aifembly of the Provihce and 
Terri tories thereof, for this prefent Y ear ; and that 
from and after the Expiration of this ptefent Y ear, 
the provincial Council ihall confift of three Perfons 
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out of each County, as aforefaid ; and the A:lfen1 ~ 
bly ihall confift of jix Perfons out of each County, 
which faid provincial Council and general Affembly 
may be hereafter enlarged, as the Governor, and 
provincial Council and Affernbly ihall fee Caufe, 
fo as the faid N umber do not, at any time, exceed 
the Limitations exprefs' d in the tbird and fixteentb 
Article of the Charter, any Thing in this Aét, or 
any other Aét, Charter or Law, to the contrary in 
any wife notwithftanding. 

AND becaufe the Freetnen of this Province and 
Territories thereof, are deeply fenfible of the kind 
and good Intentions of the Proprietary and Gover- . 
nor in this Charter, and of the fingular Benefit th at 
redounds to then1 thereby, and are defirous that it 
may in all Things beft anfwer the Defign of the 
publick Good., the Freemen of the ~aid provincial 
Council and general Aifembly n1et, having unani
moufiy requefted forne Variations, Explanations 
and Additions, in and to the faid Charter, he the 
Proprietary and Governor, hath therefore yielded 
that it be enaéted: 

AND it is hereby EN ACTED, That the 
Time for the Meeting of the Freemen of this Pro
vince and Territories thereof, to chufe their Depu
ties to rept·efent and ferve them, in provincial 
Council and general Aifen1bly, fhall be yearly here
after, on the tenth Day of the firjl Month, which 
Mem bers fo chofen for the provincial Council, iball 
make their Appearance, and give their Attendance, 
in provincial Council, within twenty Days after their 
Ele8:ion ; and the faid Members eleétçd to ièrve 
in general Affembly, fh.all yearly n1eet and affen1ble, 
on the tenth Day of the iàid tbird Month, to the 
End and Purpofes declared in the Charter, at and 
in fuch Place as is limited in the faid Charter, un
lefs the Governor and provincial Council fhall, at 
any time, fee Caufe to the contrary. 

N'D 
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AND vVHEREAS it is exprefs'd in the faid 

Charter, That the Governor and provincial Conn
cil fhall prepare and propofe to the general A.ffem
bly, ali Bills which they fhall think fit to pafs into 
Laws, within the faid Province: BE IT EN
A CTED by the Authority aforefaid, That the 
Governor and provincial Council, fhall have the 
Power of preparing and propofing to the general 
Affetnbly, ail Bills that they fhall jointly affent to 
and think fit ta have pafs'd into Laws, in the faid 
Province and Territories thereof, thar are not in
confiftent with, but according to the Powers grant
ed by the King' s Letters Patents to the Proprietary 
and Governor aforefaid; which Bills fhall be pub
lifhed in the moft noted Towns and Places in the 
iàid Province and Territories thereof, twenty Days 
before the Meeting of the general Affen1bly afore
faid. 

AND for the better Decifion and Determination 
of aU Matters and ~eftions upon Eleél:ions ofRepre
fel\tatives, and Debates in provincial Council and 
general Affembly, It is hereby declared and EN
ACTED, &c. 'fhat all ~eftions upon Eleétions 
of Reprefentatives, and Debates in provincial Coun
cil and general Affembly, in perfonal Matters, ihalt 
be decided by the Ballot ; and ail OEeftions about 
preparing and enaéting La ws, Jhall be determined 
by the Vote. 

AND that fo united an Intereft 1nay have an 
united _Term and Stile to be exprefs'd by, It is 
hereby declared and EN ACTED, That the ge
neral Affembly fhall be henceforth termed or call
ed THE AssEMBL Y ; and the Meeting of the Go
vernor, provincial Council, and Affembly, and 
their Aéts and Proceedings, fhall be ftiled and 
called THE MEETINGS, SEsSIONs, AcTs or PRo

CEEDINGS of the GENERAL AssEMBL Y of the Pro
vince of Penfilvania, and the 'I'erritories thereunto be
longing. And th at the F reemen of this Province, 

and 
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and the Territories thereof, n1ay not on their Part, 
feem unmindful or ungrateful to their Proprietary 
and Governor, for the Teftimony he hath been 
pleafed to give, of his great Good-Will towards them 
and theirs, nor be Wanting of that Duty they owe 
to him and themfdves, they have prayed Leave 
hereby to declare their moft hearty Acceptance of 
the faid Charter, and their humble Acknowledg
mcnts for the fame, folemnly promifing, that they 

· will inviolably obferve and keep the fame, except 
as is therein excepted, and will neither direétly nor 
indireétly contrive, propofe, enaél:, or do any Thing 
or Things whatfoever, by Virtue of the ?ov1er 
thereby granted unto then1, that ihall or may re
dound to the Prejudice or Difadvantage of the Pro
prietary and Govetnor, his Heirs and St:cceffors, in 
their juft Rights, .Properties and Privileges, grant
cd to him and them by the King' s Letters Patents, 
and Deeds of Releafe and Feoffment made to him 

·by JAMES Duke of YoRK and ALBAN\>", &c. 
and whom they defi re may be hereby acknowledged 
and recognized the true and rightful Proptiecaries 
and Governors of the Province of Pe11fylvania, and 
Territories annexed, according to the King's Let
ters P2.tents, and Deeds of Releafe and F eoffment 
from james_, Duke of York and Albany, unto the 
faid Proprietary and Governor, his Heirs and Sttc
ceifors; any Thing in this Aét:, or any other Acr,. 
Gr~nt, Chart~r, or Law, to the contrary of thefe 
Thing3 herein and hereby exp]ained, altered, limit
ed, pron1ifed, declared, and enaéteô, in an wife 
~otwithftanding. · 
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fthe F R A M E of the Government of the 
Pro~ince pf Penfylvania, and rerritorz·es 
thereunto ~;~,;exed in America. 

rr'\0 A.LL PERSONS, To whom chefe 
Ja... l"refents may come. WH E R E A S King 

CHARLES the Seçond, by his Letters Patt.nts, 
under the great Seal of England, bearing Date the 
four th Day of Mar ch, in the thirty and third Y ear 
of the King, for divers Confiderations therein men
tioned, hath been gfaciouily pleafed to give and 
grant tlnto me William Penn· (by the i~a1ne of 
William Pen1t, Efq; Son and Heir of Sir William 
Penn deceafed) and to tny Heirs and Affigns for 
evet, all that Traél: of Land, or Province called 
Penfylvania, in Ameritct, with divers great Powers, 
Preheminences, Royalties, Jurifdiél:ions, and Au
thorities, necdfary for the W ell-being and Go vern
ment thereof. AND WHEREAS the King's 
deareft Brother, ]antes Duke of York and Albany, 
&c. by his Deeds of Feoffment, under his Hand 
and Seal, duly perfeéted, bearing Date the four 
and twentietb Day of Auguft, One 'I'houfand Six 
Hundred Eighty and 'J' wo, did grant unto me, my 
Heirs and Affigns, aU that Traél: of Land, lying 
and being frotn twelve Miles N orthward of New
caftle upon Delaware River, in America, to Cape 
Hinlopen, upon the faid River and Bay of Delaware 
South ward, together with all Royalties, Franchifes, 
Duties, J urifdiB:ions, Liberties and Privileges there
unto belonging. 

NOW KNOW YE, That for the Well-be
ing and good Government of the faid Province and 
Territories thereunto annexed, and for the Encou
rageinent of ali the Freemen and Planters, that may 
be therein concerned, in Purfuance of the Rights 
and Powers afore-mentioned, I the faid William 
Pmn have declared, granted and confirmed, and 
by thefe Preiènts, for me, my Heirs and Afiigns, 
· · - · do 



do declare, grant and confirm unto all the Free
men, Planters and Adventurers of, in and to the 
fuid Province and Territories thereof, thefe Liber· 
ties, Franchifes and Properties, fo far as in me 
lieth~ to be held, enjoyed and kept by the Pree
men, Planters and Adventurers of and in the faid 
Province of Penfylvania. ~nd Territories thereunto an
nexed, for ever. 

IMPRI MIS. 
TH AT the Government of this Province and 

Territories thereof ihall, from Time to ~fime, ac
cording to the Powers of the Patent c:.nd Deeds of 
F eoffment aforefaid, confift of the Propnetary and 
Governor, and Free1nen of the faîd Province and 
Territories thereof, in Form of provincial Council 
and Affembly, which provincial Council :fhall con
fift of eigbteen Perfons, being tbree out of each 
County, and which Affembly fhall c.Qnfift of thtrty-
fix Periàns, beingfix out of e?ch County, Men of 
moft Note for their Virtue, Wifdom and Ability, 
by whom all Laws fhall be made, Officers chofen, 
and publick Aff airs tranfaél:ed, as is hereafter limit
ed and dedared. 

II. 
T HE R E being three Perfons a!ready ~hoîen 

for every refpeél:ive County of this Province and 
Terri tories thereof, to ferve in the provincial Co un
cil, one of them for three Y ears·, on.e for two Years, 
and one for one Y ear ; and one of them being to go 
off yearly in every County ; that on the tenth Day 
of the.fùft Month yearly, for ever after, the Free .. 
tnen of the faid Province and Territories thereof 
ihall meet together in the moft convenient Place in 
every County of this Province and T erritories thereof, 
then and there to chufe one Perfon, qualified as 
aforefaid, in every County, being one third of the 
Number to ferve in provincial Council, for three 
Y ears ; it being intended, that one third of the 
whole provincial CounciJ> confifting and to confift 

· of 
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of eigbteen Perfons, falling off yearly, it fhall be 
yearly fupplied with fuch yearly Eleél:ions, as afore-
faîd ; and that one Perfon fhall not continue in 
longer than three Y ears ; and in ~afe any Metnbe.r 
fhall deceafe bcfore the laft Eleél:ion, during his 
Time, that then at the next Eleétion enfuing his 
Deceafe, another fhall be cho!èn to fupply his .Place 
for the remaining Tilne he was to have ferved, and 
no longer. 

III. 
TH AT after the firflje1.1en Y ears, every one 

of the faid third Parts that goeth yearly off, fhall 
be incapable of being chofen again for one who le 
Year following, that fo ali that are capable and 
qualified as aforefaid, n1ay be fitted for Govern
ment, and have a Share of the Care and Burthen 
<>f it. 

IV. 
TH AT the provincial Council in ail Cafes and 

Matters of Moment, as their argning upon .Jills 
to be paffed into Laws, or Proceedings about ereél:
ing of Courts of J uftice, fit6ng in J udgment upon 
Criminals impeached, and Choice of Officers in 
fuch Manncr as is herein after expreffed, not lefs 
than two thirds of the whole ihall make a ~uorum; 
and that the Confent and Approbation of two thirds 
of that §2gorum fhall be had in ail fuch Cafes or 
Matters of Mon1ent: And that in ali Cafes and 
·Matters of leffer Moment, one third of the whole 
fhall n1ake a f<..uorum, the M~iori~y of which fhall 
and may always determine in fuch Cafes and Caufes 
of leffer M01nent. 

v. 
T 1--I AT the Governor and provincial Council, 

fhall have the Power of preparing and propofing to 
the Affen1bly hereafter mentioned, all Bills which 
they fhall fee needful, and that fhall at any Time 
be paft into Laws within the faid Province and Ter
ritories thereof~ which Bills fhall be publiihed and 

4 affixed 
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affixed to the moft noted :?lace in every County of 
this Province at;J.d Territories thereof, twe1'zty Days 
before the Meeting of the Affen1 bi y, in or der to 
paffing them into Laws. 

VI. 
TH AT the Go vern or and provincial Cou neil 

fhall take Care, that ali Laws, Statutes 2 and Ordi
nances, which !hall at any Time be tnade within the 
faid Province and Territories, be duly and dili
gently executed. 

VII. 
TH AT the Governor and provincial Council 

ihall, at all Titnes, have the Care of the Peace and 
Safety of this Province and Territories thereof; 
and that nothing be by any Perfon attempted to 
the Subverfion of this Frame of Government. 

VIII. 
T H AT the Governor and provincial Council 

1hall, at all Times, fettle and order the Situation 
of all Cities and Market-towns in every County, 
modelling therein all publick Buildings, Streets, and 
Market-places; and fuall appoint aU nece1fary 
Roads and 1-lighways in this Province and Terri
tories theroof. 

IX. 
T HA T the Governor and provincial Cou-neil 

fhall, a.t ail Times, have Power to infpeét the Ma
nagement of the publick Treafury, and p1miih 
thofe who fuall convert any Part thereof to any 
other Ufe, than what hath been agreed upon by the 
Governor, provincial Council, and .i\.ffen1bly. 

x. 
TH AT the Governor and provincial Council, 

fuall ereB: and order ali publick Schools, and en
courage and reward the Authors of ufef\.11 Sciences 
and laudable Inventions, in the faid Province and 
Territories thereof. XI. 
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XI. 
TH AT one third of the provincial Council re

fiding with the Governor, ihall with the Gov rnor, 
fron1 Time to Time, have the Care of the Manage
lnent of aU publick Affairs, relating to the Peace, 
J uftice, Treafury, and Improvement of the Pro
vince and Territories, and to the good Education 
of Youth, and Sobriety of the Manners of the In
habitants therein, as aforefaid. 

XII. 
TH AT the Governor or his Deputy, ihall al

ways prefide in the provincial Council, and that he 
.!hall at no Time therein perform any publick Aét 
of State whatfoever, th at ihall or n1ay relate unto 
the J ufl:ice, T'rade, '"f reafury, or Safety of the Pro
vince and T'erritories aforefaid, but by and with 
the Advice and Confent of the provincial Council 
thereof. 

XIII. 
AN D to the End that all Bills prepared and 

agreed by the Governor and provincial Council, as 
atorefaid, may yet have the more full Concurrence 
of the Freemeo of the Province and Territories 
thereof, it is declared, granted and confirmed, that 
at the Time and Place in every County, for the 
Choice of one P erfon to ferve in provincial Council, 
as aforefaid, the refpeétive Members thereof, at 
their faid l\1ceting, !hall yearly chufe out of them
felves fix 1 er fons of 1noft Note, for Virtue, Wif
don1, and Ability, to ferve in Affembly, as their 
Rcprcfentatives, who fhall yearly meet on the tenth 
Day of the third Iv1onth, in the capital Town or 
City of the faid Province, unlefs the Governor and 
provincial Council !hall think fit to appoint ano
tht:r Place to tneet in, where, during eight Days, 
the 1 v ~r,J r~1embers tnay confer freely with one 
ano hcr; and if any .of thezn fee n1eet, with a Com-

mittee 
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mitte of the provincial Council, which !hall be a 
that Time purpofely 3:ppointed, to receive from 
any of them, Propofals for the Alterations 'or 
AÎnenàment of any of the faid propofed and pro
mulgated Bills; and on the ninth Day from their 
fo meeting, the faid ~.1\Jfembly, after thelr reading 
over of the propofed Bills, by the Clerk of the 
provincial Council, and the Occafions and Motives 
for thetn being opened by the Governor or his De
puty, ihall, upon the ~eftion by hin1 put, give 
their Affirmative or Negative, which to them 
feemeth bcft, in fuch Manner as is hereafter ex
prcffed : But not lefs than two thirds !hall mak.e a 
~tcrum in the paffing of all Bills into Laws, and 
Choice of fnch Officers ~L are by them to be chofen . 

.ir v. 
T I-I A T the Laws fo prepared and propofed as 

aforefaid, that are afiènted to by the Affembly, 
fl1all be enrolled as Laws of this Province and Ter
ritorics thereof, \Vith this Stile, By the Go"Jernor., 
with the A..Cent aad Approbation of the Freemen in 
provincial Com:cil c;:d Ajjèmbly met; and from bence
forth, the lVIeetings, Seillons, Aéls, and Proceed
ings of the Govcrnor, provincial Council and Af
fetnbly, {hall be ftilcd and called, c_r'he Meeting, 
Sej}ious, and Procudings, of the general Ajjèmbly of 
the Pro·v/nce ~f )enfy lvania, and the c_r'erritories 
therezmt o beloHgi11g. 

xv. 
AN D that the Reprcfentatives of the People in 

provincial Council anclAffembly, may in after Ages 
bear forne Proportion with the Increafe and multi
plying of the .People, the N un1ber of fu ch Repre
fcntatives of the People, may be from Time to 
Time incrcafed and enlarged, fo as at no Time the 
Number excced je1-·enty-two for the provincial Coun
cil, and two hundred for the Affem bly ; the A p
pointmcnt and Proportion of which Number, as 

alfo 
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lfo the laying and methodizing of the Choice of 

fuch R~prefentatives in future Time, moft equally 
to the Divifion of the Country, or N umber of the 
1nhabitants, is left to the Governor and provincial 
Council to propofe, and the Aff~mbly to refolve, 
fo that the Order of Proportion be ftr .. 3:ly obferved, 
both in the Choice of the Council and the refpec
tive Committees thereof, viz. one tbird to go off 
and come in yearly. 

XVI. 
TH AT from and after the Death of this pre

fent Governor, the provincial Council !hall, toge
th er with the fucceeding Governor, ereét from 
Time to Titne, ftanding Courts of J uftice, in {uch 
Places and Number, as they fhall judge con- enient 
for the good Government of the faid Province and 
Terri tories thereof; and that the provincial Council 
fhall, on the thirteenth Day of the fecond Montlt 
then next enfuing, eleét and prefent to the Gaver
nor or his Deputy, a double N umber of Perfons, 
co ferve for J udges, Treafurers, and Mafters of 
the Rolls, within the faid Province and Territories, 
to continue fo long as they fhall we 1 be have them
felves in thofe Capacities refpeétively ; and the Free
men of the faid Province, in an Affembly met on 
the thirteenth Day of the third Mon th, yearly, fhall 
eleét and then prefent to the Governor or his De
puty, a double Nuniber of Perfons to ferve for 
Sheriff~, J uftices of the Peace and Coroners, for 
the Year next enfuing; out of which refpeétive 
Eleétions and Prefentments, the Governor or his 
Deputy, !hall nom ina te and commifiionate the pro
per Nu rn ber for each Office, the thirdDay after the 
faiù refpcB:ive Prefentments ; or elfe the firft named 
in fuch Prefentment for each Office as aforefaid, 
fl1all ftand and ferve in that Office, the Time be
fore refpeél:ively lilnited; and in Cafe of Death or 
Default, fuch Vac~cy !hall be fupplied by the 

S Governor 
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Governor and provincial Council in Manner arore· , 
faid. 

XVII. 
TH AT the Affem bly ihall continue fo long as 

may be needful, to impeach Crin1inals fit to be 
there impeached, to pafs fuch Bills into Laws as are 
propofed to them, which they fuall think fit to 
pafs into IJaws ; and till fuch 1""'itne as the Governor 
and provincial Council ihall declare, :J'hat they have 
nothing further to propofe unto them for their A.ffent 
and Approbation ; and that Declaration ihall be a 
Difmifs to the i\.ffen1bly for that Time; which Af
felnbly fl1all be notwithftanding, capable of affen1-
bling together, upon the Sun1mons of the Gaver
nor and provincial Council, at any Time during 
that Y e~r., if the Governor and provincial Co un cil 
fhall fee Occafion for their fo affe1nbling. 

XVIII. 
T HAT all the Eleétions of Members or Re .. 

prefentatives of the People to ferve in provincial 
Council and Affembly, and all ~eftions to be de
termined by both or either of them, that relate to 
Choice of Officers, and all or any other perfonal 
Matters, lliall be refolved or determined by the 
Ballot ; and ali Things relating to the preparing 
and paffing of Bills into -Laws, iliall be openly de
dared and refolved by the Vote. 

XIX. 
1"' II AT at ail Tin1es when the Proprietary and 

Governor ihall happen to be an Infant, and under 
the Age of one and twenty Y ears, and no Guardians 
or C01nmiffioners are appointed in W riting, by the 
F ather of the faid Infant, or that fuch Guardian 
ihall be deceafed, that during fuch Minority, the 
provincial Council fuall_, _fron1 Time to Time, as 

they 
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they !hall fee meet, conftitute and appoint Guar-
dians and Commiffioners not exceeding three, one 
of which fhall prefide as Deputy and chief Guar-
dian during fuch Minority, and ihall have and ex-
ecute, with the Confent of one of the other two, 
ail the Power of a Governor in ail publick Affairs 
and Concerns of the faid Province and Territories · 
thereof, according to Charter; which faid Guardian 
fo appointed, fhall alfo have the Care and Overfight 
of the Eftate of the faid Minor, and be yearly ac
countable and refponfible for the fame to the pro-
vincial Council, and the provincial Council to the 
Minor, when of Age, orto the next Heir, in cafe 
of the Minor' s Death, for the Truft bef ore expreffed. 

xx. 
TH AT as often as any Days of the Month men

tioned in any Article of this Charter, ihall faU upon 
the fir.ft Day of the W eek, commonly called the 
Lord' s-day, the Bufinefs appointed for that Day~ 
fhall be deferred until the next Day, unlefs in Cafes 
of Emergency. 

XXI. 
A N D for the Satisfaél:ion and Encouragement 

of ail Aliens, I do give and grant, that 1f any 
Alien, who is or fhall be a Purchafer, or who doth 
or fhall inhabit in this Province or 1'erritories there
of, fhall deceafe at any Time before he can weil be 
naturalized, his Right and lntereft therein, fuall 
notwithftanding defcend to his Wife and Childrr-on, 
or other his Relations, be he Teftate or Inteftate, 
according to the Laws of this Province and Terri
tories thereof in fuch Cafes provided, in as free 
and ample Manner, to ali Intents and Purpofes, as 
if the faid Alien had been naturalized. 

XXII. 
A N D that the Inhabitants of this Province and 

Terr~toriei ther(:of, may be accQmn1odated with 
· -- S 2 _ · fu_ch 
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Iuch Food and Suftenance, as God in his Pro"'i
dence hath freely afforded, I do alfo further grant 
to the Inhabitants of this Province and Territories 
thereof, Liberty to fowl and hunt upon the Lands 
they hold, and all other Lands therein not enclofed ; 
and to fiih in all Waters in the faid Lands, and in 
all Rivers and Rivulets in and belonging to this 
Province and Territories thereof, with Liberty to 
draw his or their Fiih on Shore on any Man's Lands, 
fo as it be not to the Detriment or Annoyance of 
the Owner thereof, except fu ch Lands as do lie up
()fi Inland Rivulets that are not Boatable, or which 
are or may be hereafter ereéted into Manors. 

XXIII. 
A ND that ail the Inhabitants of this Province 

~nd 'rerritories thereof, whether Purchafers or others~ 
may have the laft worldly Pledge of my good and 
kind Intentions to them and theirs, 1 do give, 
grant, and confirm to ail, and every one of them, 
full and quiet Poffeffion of their refpeétive Lands, 
to which they have any lawful or equitable Claim, 
faving only fuch Rents and Services for the fame as 
are or cuftomarily ought to be referved to me1 my 
.Heirs or Affigns. 

XXIV. 
TH AT no Aét, Law or Ordinance whatfoevet, 

ihall at any Time hereafter be made or clone by the 
Proprietary and Governor of this Province and 
Territories thereunto belonging, his 1-Ieirs or Af. 
figns, or by the Freemen in provincial Council or 
Affembly, to alter, change, or diminifu, the F orm 
or Effeét of this Charter, or any Part or Claufe 
thereof, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof, without the Confent of the Proprietary and 
Governor, his Heirs or Affigns, and fix Parts of 
ftven of the faid Freemen in provincial Council and 
Aifembly met. - · 

XXV~ 
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xxv. 
AND LAS T L Y, 1 the faid William. Penn,. 

Proprietary and Governor of the Province of Pen .. 
fylvania and T erritories thereunto belonging, for 
me, my Heirs and Affigns, have folemnly de
clared, granted and confirmed, and do hereby fo
lemnly declare, grant and confirm, that neither I, 
nor my Heirs nor Affigns, 1hall procure or do any 
Thing or Things, whereby the Liberties in this 
Charter contained and expreffed, fhall be infringed 
or broken: And if any Thing be procured by any 
Perfon or Perfons, contrary to thefe Premifes, it 
lhall be held of no Foree or Etfeét. 1 N W 1 T
NESS whereof, 1 the faid William Penn, at Phi
ladelphia in Penfylvania, have unto this prefent Char
ter of Liberties fet my Hand and broad Seal, this 
fecond Day of the fecond Mon th, in the Y ear of our 
Lord one f:J'boufand fix Hundred Eighty and CJ'hree, 
being the five and thirtieth Y ear of the· King, and 
the third Y ear of my Government. 

- WILLI.IfM PENN. 

':!' 1-1 IS ttvithin CH ART ER, whicb we hav~ 
di.ftinélly beard read and thankfully received, 
jhall be hy us inviolably kept ; at Philadelphia, 
the fecond Day of the fecond Month, one 
Thoufand fix Hundred Eighty and Three. 

The Members of the provincial Council prefent. 

William Markham, William Clark, 
John Moll, William Biles, 
William Haige, James Harrijo1z, 
Chriftopher f:J'aylor, John Richardfon, 
John Simcock, Philip-'Ihomas Lenman, 
William Clayton, Secr. Gov. 
Francis Whittwel, Richard Ingelo, Cl. Coun .. 
'l'bomas Ho/me, 

s 3 The 
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The Members of the Affembly prefent. 
Cafparus Harman, :thomas Halfald, 

' John Darby, John Hart, 
Be11jamin Williams, Robert Hall, 
William Gufjl, Robert Bedwell, 

, Jl'alentine Hollingfworth, William Simfmore, 
7ames Boyden, Samuel Darke, 
Bennony Bijhop, Robert Lucas, 
John Beazor, James Williams, 
John Harding, John Blunfton, 
.Andrews Bringjlon, , John Songhurft, 
Simon Irons, John Hill, 
John Wood, Nicholas Waln, 
John Curtis, q'homas Fltzwater, 
Daniel Brown, John Clows, 
William Fut cher, Luke Watfon, 
John Kipjhaven, Jofeph Phipps, 
Alexander Molejlùu, Dennis Rotchford, 
Robert Bracy, fen. John Brinklair, 
rrhomas Bracy, Henry Bowman, 
Willitmz Yardly,. Cornelius Verhoofe, 
John Hajlùrgs_, John Southworth, Cl. of · 
Robert Wade, the Synod. 

Sonie of the Inhabitants of Philadelphia prcfent. 

William Howel, 
Edmund Warner, 

Henry Lewis, 
Samuel Miles. 

<J'he C H À R T E R of the City of P H I
LAD EL PH IA. 

W 1 L LI AM PENN, Proprietary and Go
verner of the Province of Penfy!vania, &c. 

To ali to whom thefe Prefents fhall cotne, fends 
greeting. K N 0 W Y E, That at the humble 

Requeft 
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Requeft of the Inhabitants and Settlers of this 
Town of Philadelphia, bei11g forne of the firft Ad
venturers and Purchafers within this Province, for 
their Enco.uragetnent, and for the more in1mediate 
and entire Government of the faid 1-.own, and bet-
ter Regulation of Trade therein: I lr .. ve by Virtue 
of the King's Letters Patent, under the Great Seal 
of England, ereéted the faid Town into a Borough, 
and by thèfe Prefents do ereét the faid 1'own and 
Borough of Philadelphia into a CI 1~ Y; which 
faid City fuall extend the Limits and Bounds, as i~ 
is laid out between Delaware and Skuylkill. 

AND I do for n1e, my Heirs an l Affigns, 
grant and ordain, that the Streets of the faid City,. 
fhall for ever continue as they are now laid out and 
regulated; and that the End of each Street extend
ing into the Ri ver Delaware,: ihall be and continue 
free for the Ufe and Service of the faid City, and 
the lnhabitants thereof, who may improve the fame 
for the beft Advantage of the City, and build 
Wharfs fo far out into the Ri ver there, as the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-council, herein 
after tnentioned, fhall fee meet. 

AN D I do norninate Edward Shippe;z to be the 
prefent Mayor, who fhall fo continue un til another 
be chofen, as is herein after direéted. 

_1\ ND I do hereby affign and name 'I'homas Story 
to be prefent Recorder, to do and execute ali Things 
which unto the Office of Recorder of the faid City · 
doth or may belong. 

AND I do appoint 'I'homas Farmer to be the 
prefent Sheriff, and Robert Asjheton to be the pre
ient Town-clerk; and Clerk of the Peace, and 
Clerk of the Court and Courts. 

AN D I do hereby name, conftitute, and ap
point, ]ojhua Carpenter, Griffith Jones, Anthony 
Morris, Jofeph Wzlcox, Nathan Stanbury, Charles 
Rea , Cf'bomas Majlers, and William Carter, Citi-

S 4 ~ens 
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zens and Inhabitants of the faid City, to be the 
prefent Aldermen of the faid City of Philadelphia. 

A N D 1 do alfo nominate and appoint john 
Pmfons, William Hudfon, William Lee, Nehemiab 
Allen, 'I'homas Pafchal, John Bud, jun. Edward 
Smout, Samuel Buckley, James Atkinfon, Pentecoft 
Cfeague, Francis Cook, and Henry Bad.cocke, to be the 
twdve prefent Common-council Men of the faid City. 

AND I do by thefe Prefents, for me, n1y Heirs 
and Succeffors, give, grant and declare, that the 
faid Mayor, Recorder, .Aldermen, and Common
council Men for the Ti1ne being, and they which 
hereafter fball be Mayor, Recorder, Alden11en and 
Commàn-council Men within the faid City, and 
their Succeffors, for ever hereafter be and fhall be, 
by Virtue of thefe Prefents, one Body corporate 
and politick in Deed, and by the N ame of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the City of Philadel
phia, in the Province of Penjjlvania : And then1 
by the Name of Mayor and Commonalty of the 
City of Philadelphia, one Body politick and cor
porate in Deed and in N ame, I do for me, my 
Heirs and Succeffors, fully create, conftitute and 
confirm, by thefe Prefents; and that by the fame 
Name of Mayor and Comn1onalty of the C1ty of 
Philadelphia, they may have perpetuai Succeffion ; 
and that they and their Succeffors, by the N ame of 
Mayor and Commonalty of the City of P hiladel
phia, be and at all Times hereafter !hall be Perfons 
able and capable in Law, to have, get, receive, 
and poffefs, Lands and T'enements, Rents, Liber
ties, Jurifdiétions, Franchifes and Hereditaments, 
to them and their Succeffors in Fee-fimple, or for 
Term of Li fe, Lives, Y ears, or otherwife ; and 
alfo Goods, Chattels, and other Things, of wh.at 
Nature, Kind, or ~1ality foever. 

AND alfo to give, _grant, let, feU and affign 
the fame Lands, Tenements, Hereditan1ents, Goods, 

Chattt.ls, 
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Chattds, and to do and execute ali other Things 
about the fame, by the Name aforcfaid; and alio 
that they be and !hall be for ever hereafter Perfons 
able and capable in Law, to fue and be fued, plead 
and be in1pleaded, anfwer and be anfwcred unto, 
defend and be defended, in all or any the Courts 
and other Places, and bcfore any J udges, Juftices~ 
and other Perfons whatfoever within the Cüd Pro-
vince, in all Manner of AB:ions, Suits, C01nplaints, 
Pleas, Caufes and Matters whatfoever, and of what 
Nature or Kind foever. 

AND that it fhall and may be lawful to and for 
the faid Mayor and C01nmonalty of the faid City 
of Philadelphia, and their Succeffors, for ever here
after, to have and ufe one common Scal for the 
fealing of ail Bufineifes touching the faid Corpora
tion, and the fame from Time to Time at their 
Will and Pleafure to change or alter. 

A ND I do for me, my Heirs and Succeffors7 

give, and by thefe Prefents, grant full Power and 
Authority unto the Mayor, Recorder and Com
mon-Council of the faid City of Philadelphia, or 
any five or more of the Aldermen, and nine or 
n1ore of the Corn mon-Council Men, the Mayor 
and Recorder for the time being, or either of them, 
being prefent, on the fir.ft third Day of the W eek, in 
the eigbth Month yearly for ever hereafter, publickly 
to meet at a convenient Roon1 or Place within the 
fa id City, to be by th~m appointed for that Pur
pofe, and then and there nominate, eleét and chufe 
one of the Aldermen to be Mayor for that enfuing 
Year. 

AND alfo to add to the N umber of Aldermen and 
CommoQ-Council Men, fuch and fo many of thofe, 
that by Virtue of thefe Prefents fhall be admitted 
Freemen of the faid City from Time to Time, aJ 

they the faid Mayor, Aldermen and Comlnon
Council fuall fee Occafion. 

AND 
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AND that fuch Perfon who fhall be fo eleéted 

Mayor aforefaid, fhall within three Days next after 
fuch Eleélion, be prefented before the Governor of 
this Province, or his Deputy for the time being,. 
and there fhall fubfcribe the Declarations and Pro
feffion of his Chriftian Belief, according to the late 
Aét of Parliament made in the jirft Y ear of King 
William' s Reign, entitled, An A& for exempting 
their Majeflies Subjeéts dijfenting from the Church of 
England, from the Penalties of certain Laws; and 
then and there the Mayor fo prefented, fhall make 
his folemn Affirmation and Engagement for the due 
Execution of his Office. 

AND that the Recorder, Sheriff, Aldermen~ 
and Common-council Men, and all other Officers 
of the faid City, be fore they or any of them lhall 
be admitted to execute their refpeél:ive Offices,. 
fuall make and fubfcribe the faid Declarations and 
Profeffion aforefaid, before the Mayor for the Ti me 
being, and at the fame Time fhall be attefted for 
the due Execution of their Offices refpeétively ; 
whiéh Declarations, Promifes and Atteftations, the 
Mayor of the faid City for the Time being, is here
by impowered to take and adminifter accordingly. 

AND th at the Mayor, Recorder and Aider- ' 
men of the faid City, for the Ti me being, fhall be 
J uftices of the Peace and J uftices of Oyer and Ter- · 
miner ; and are hereby impowered to aél: within the 
faid City and Liberties thereof accordingly, as full y 
and am ply as any J uftice or J uftices of the Peace 
or Oyer and Terminer, can or may do within the 
faid Province. 

AND that they or any four or more of them 
(whereof the Mayor and Recorder of the faid City 
for the Time being, fhall be two) fhall and may 
for ever hereafter have Power and Authority, by 
Virtue of thefe Prefents, to hear and enquire into 

11 and aU Manner of Treafons, Murthers, Man-
. - - - flaughters, 
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flaughters, and all Manner of Felonies and other 

Crimes and Olfences, Capital and Criminal, what

foever, according to the Laws of this Province and 

of the Kingdom of E.tgland, with Po wer alfo to 

hear and determine ail petty L~rcenics, Routs, 

Riots, unla wful Affemblies ; and to try and punifh 

all Perfons that ihall be conviB:ed for Drunk<mnefs, 

Swearing, Scolding, breaking the Peace., or fuch 

like Offences, which are by the Laws of this Pro-

vince to be puniil1ed by Fine, Imprifonment or 

Whipping; w1th Power alfo to a ward Procefs againft 
all Rioters and Breakers of the Peace, and to bind 

them, and all other Offenders and Perfons of evil 

Fame, to the Peace or good Behaviour, as any 

J uftice or J uftices of the Peace can do, without 

being accountable to me or my Heirs, for any Fines 

or Amerciaments to be impofed for the faid Offences 

or any of them. 
A N D I do hereby impower them or any four 

of them (whereof the Mayor and Recorder for the 

Ti me being, fhall be two) with the City Sheriff and 

Town-clerk, to hold and keep a Court of Record, 

~arterly, or oftener, if they fee Occafion, for the 

enquiring, hearing and determining of the Pleas 

and Matters aforeiàid ; and upon their own View, 

or after a legal Procedure in forne of thofe Courts~ 

to caufe ail N uifances and Encroachments in the 

Streets of the faid City to be removed, and punifh 

the Parties concerned, as the Law and U fage in 

fuch Cafes fhall require. 
A N D I do by thefe Prefents affign and ap

point, that the prefent Mayor, Recorder, and Al
dermen herein before-mentioned, be the prefent 

J uftices of the Peace, and Oyer and Terminer, 

within the faid City ; and that they and ail others 

that ihall be Mayors, Recorders and Aldermen of 

the faid City for the Time being, fhall have full 

Power and Authority, and are hereby impowered 
- - 4 and 
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and authorized, without any further or other Com
miffion, to be J uftices of the P eace, and of Oyer 
and Terminer, within the faid City for ever; and 
fhall alfo be J nflires of the Peace, and the Mayor 
and Recorder fhall be of the ~uorum of the J uftices 
of the County Courts, Q1arter-feffions, Oyer and 
Terminer, and Goal Delivery, in the 1aid County 
of Philadelphia; and .fhall have full Pow r to a ward 
Procefs, bind to the Peace or Behaviour, or com
mit to Prifon, for any Matter or Caufe, arifing 
without the faid City and within the Body of the 
aforefaid County, as Occafion fhaJl require ; and to 
caufe Kalendars to be made of fiKh Prifoner~, 
which, together with ali Recognizances and Ex .. 
aminations taken before them, for or concerning 
any Matter or Caufe not determinable by them, 
ihall be duly returned to ,the J udges or J uftices of 
the faid County, in their refpeétive Courts where 
the fame fhall be cognizable. 

A ND that it may be lawful to and for the faid 
Mayor and Commonalty and their Succeffors, when 
they fee Occafion, to ereél: a Goal or Prifon and 
Court-houfe within the faid City. 

AND that the Mayor and Recorder for the 
Time being, 1hall have, and by thefe Prefents have 
Power to take Recognizance of Debts there, ac
cording to the Statute of Merchants, and of Aétion 
Burnel; and to ufe and affix the common Seal 
thereupon, and to ali Certificates concerning the 
fame. 

AND that it n1ay be lawful to and for the 
Mayor of the faid City, for the Time being, for 
ever heréafter to nominate, and from Ti me to Ti me 
appoint the Clerk of the Market, who fhall have 
Affize of Bread, ' Wine, Beer, Wood, and ether 

' Things; and to do, execute and perform all Things 
belonging to the Clerk of the Market within the 
faid City. 

AND 
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A 1~ D I will chat the Coroners to be chofen by 

the County of Philadelphia for the Tüue be:na, 
fhall be Coroners of the faid City and Libcrt~s 
thereof; but that the Freemen and Inhabitants of 
the faid City fuall from Time to Time, as often as 
Occafion be, have equal Liberty with the Inhabi
tants of the faid County, to recomn1end or chufe 
Perfons to ferve in the refpeélive Capacities of Co
roners and Sheriffs for the County of Philadelphia, 
who ihall rdide within the faid City. 

AN D that the Sheriff of the faid City and 
County for the Ti me being, !hall be the W ater
Bailiff, who fhall and may execute and perform all 
Things belonging to the Officer of W ater-Bailiff, 
upon Delaware River, and ali other naYigable Ri
vers and Creeks within the faid Province. 

A N D in Cafe the Mayor of the faid City for 
the Time being, fhall, during the 1,ime of his 
Mayoralty, mîfbehave himfelf, or mifgovern in 
that Office, I do hereby impower the Recorder, 
Aldermen and Common-council Men, or five of 
the Aldern1en and 11ine of the Common-council 
Men of the faid City of Philadelp.bia, for the Time 
being, to remove fuch Mayor from his Office of 
Mayoralty ; and in fu ch Cafe, or in Cafe of the 
Death of the faid Mayor for the Time being, that 
then a noth er fit Perf.on fhall, within four Da ys next 
after fuch Death or RemovaJ, be chofen in Manner 
as is above direé1:ed for eleé1:ing of Mayors, in the 
Place of him fo dead or removed. 

A N D left there fhould be a Failure of J pftice 
or Government in the faid City, in fuch lnterval, I 
do hereby appoint, That the eldeft Alderman for 
the Time being, !hall take upon him the Office of 
a Mayor there, and fhall .excrcife the fame till ano
ther Mayor be chofen as aforefaid; and in Cafe of 
the Difability of fuch eldeft Alderman, then the 

nex 
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next in Seniority, fhall take upon hi rn the faid Of
fice of Mayor, to exercife the fame as aforefaid. 

AN D in Cafe the Recorder, or any of the 
Aldermen or Common-council Men of or belong
ing to the faid City, for the Ti me being, lhall rn if
be have him or themfelves in their refpeaive Offices · 
and Places, they fhall be removed and others chofen 
in their Stead, in Manner following, that is to fay, 
The Recorder for the Time being, may be re
moved (for his Mifbehaviour) by the Mayor, and 
two thirds of the Aldermen and Common-council 
Men refpeétiveiy·; and in Cafe of fuch Remo val or 
of the Death of the Recorder, then to chufe ano
ther fit Perfon iki11ed in the Law, to be the Re
corder there, and fo to continue during Pleafure as 
aforefaid. 

AND the Alderman fo mifbehaving himfelf, 
may be removed by the Mayor, Recorder and ni ne 
of the Aldermen and Common-council Men ; and 
in Cafe of fuch Removal or Death, then within 
four Da ys after, to chu fe a fit Pedàn or Perfons to 
fupply iuch V acancies ; and the Common-council 
Men, Conftables, and Clerk of the Market, for 

~ Mifbehaviour, ihall be removed and others chofen, 
as is direéted in the Cafe of Aldermen. 

AND I do alfo, for me and my Succefi'ors, by 
thefe Prefents., grant to the faid Mayor and Com
monalty, and thei.r Succdfors, th at if any of the 
Citizens of the faid City, fhall be hereafter nomi
nated, eleéted, and chofen to the Office of Mayor, 
Aldermen and Common-council Men as aforefaid, 
and having Notice of his or their Eleétion, ihall re
fufe to l.mdertake and execute that Office to which 
he is fo chofen, that then, and fo often it iliall and 
may be lawful for the Mayor and Recorder, Aider
men and Common-council Men, or the major Part 
of the Aldermen and Common-council Men for the 
1'ime being, accor9in? to th~ir DifcretiQn, to im-

pofe 
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pofe fuch moderate Fines upon fuch Refufers, fo as 
the Mayors-s Fine exceed not forty Pounds, the Al
dern1an's five and thirty Pounds., and Common
council Men twenty Pounds, and other Officers pro-

, portionably, to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale, by 
Warrant under the common Seal, or by other law
fui Ways; to the Ufe of the faid Corporation. · 

AND in fuch Cafes it 1hall be lawful to chufe 
others to fupply the Defe& of fuch Refufers., in 
Manner as is as above direéted for Eleétions. 

AND that it fhall and may be Jawful to and for 
the Mayor, Recorder, and at leaft three Aldermen 
for the Time being, from Time to Time, fo often 
as they fhall find Occafion, to fummon a Cotn_mon
council of the fa id City. 

AND that no Affembly or Meeting of the faid 
Citizens, fhall be deemed or accounted a Common
council, unlefs the faid Mayor and Recorder, and 
at leaft three of the Aldermen for the Time being, 
and nine of the Common-council Men be prefent. 

AND alfo that the faid Mayor, Recorder, AI
dermen and Common-council Men for the Time 
being, from Time to Tin1e, at their Common
counci1, fhall have Power to admit fuch and fo many 
Freemen into their Corporation and Society as they 
fhall think fit. 

A ND to make (and they may make, ordain, 
conftitute and eftablifh) fuch and fo many good and 
reafonable Laws, Ordinances and Conftitutions (not 
repugnant to the Laws of England and this Go
vernment) as to the greater Part of them at fu ch 
Common-council affembled (where the Mayor and 
Recorder for the Time being, are to be always pre
fent) fhall feem neceffary and convenient for the 
Government of the faid City. 

AND the fame Laws, Ordinances, Orders and 
Conftitutions fo to b~ made, to put in Ufe and Ex
ecution accordingly, by tne proper Officers of t.he 

., faid 

,. ~ 
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faid City; and at their Pkafure to revoke, alter, 
and mak~ anew, as Occ:<fion fhall require. 

AND alfo impofe fuch :l\1uléts and Amercia
merts upon the Breakers of fuch Laws and Ordi
nances, as to them in their Difcretion fhall be 
thought reafonable ; which Muléts, as alfo ali other 
Fines and Amerciaments to be fet or impofed by 
Virtue of the Powers granted, fhall be levied as 
above is diretted in Cafe of Fines, to the U fe of 
the faid Corporatior ' Wlthout rendering any Ac
count thereof to me, my Heirs and Succeffors ; 
with Power to the Common-council aforefaid, to 
mitigate, remit, or releafe fuch Fines and Muléts, 
upon the Submtffion of the Parties. Provided al
ways, That no Perfon or Perfons hereafter, fhall 
have Right of eleB:ing or being eleéted, by Virtue 
of thefe Prefents, to any Office or Place judicial or 
minifl:erial, nor {hall be admitted Freemen of the 
faid City, unlefs they be free Denizens of this Pro
vince, and are of the Age of twenty-one Years or 
upwards, and are Inhabitants of the faid .City, and 
have an Eftate of lnheritance or Freehold therein, 
or are wortb.fifty Pounds in Money, or other Stock, 
and have been rcfident in the faid City for the Space 
of two Years, or fhall purchafe their Freedom of 
the Mayor and Commonalty aforefaid. 

A N D I do further grant to the fa id Ma y or and 
Commonalty of the·City of Philadelphia, that they 
and their Succdfors, fhall and may for ever here
after hold and keep within the fa id City, in every 
W eek of the Year, two Mark~t-days, the one upon 
the four th Day of the v...r eek, and the other upon 
the feventh Day of the Weck, in fuch Place or 
Places as is, fhall, or may be appointed for that 
Purpofe, by the faid Commonalcy or their Succef
fors, from Time to Time. 

AND alfo two Fairs therein every Year, the 
one of them to begin on the jixtee1zth Day of the 

third 
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l 'fArd Month; called May, yearly, and fo to be held 
in and about the Market-place, and continue for 
that Day and two Days next following·; and the 
other 0f the faid Fairs to be held in the aforefaid 
Place on the jixteenth Day of the ninth Month 
yearly, and for two Da ys next after. 

A N D 1 do for me, my Heirs and Affigns, by 
Virtue of the King~s Letters Patent, make, ereét 
and conftitute the faid City of Philadelphia, to be 
a Port or Harpour for difcharging and unlading of 
Goods and Merchandize out of Ships, Boats, and 
other Veffels; and for Janding and fhipping them in 
or upon fuch and fo many Places, Keys and Wharfs 
thcre, as by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common
council of the faid City, !hall fron1 Time to Time 
be thought moft expedient for the Accommodation 
and Service of the Officers of the Cuftoms, in the 
Management of the King•s Affairs and Prefervation 
of his Duties, as weil as for Conveniency of Trade. 

A N D 1 do ordain and declare, that the faid 
Port or Harbour !hall be called the Port of P hila
delphia, and fhaJl extend and be flCcounted to extend 
into ali fuch Creeks, Rivers, and Places within this · 
Province, and fhall have fo many Wharfs, Keys» 
Landing-places and Men1bers belonging thereto, 
for Janding and fhipping of Goods, as the faid 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-council for the 
Time being, with the Approbation of the chief 
Officer or Officers of the King's. Cuftoms, 1hall 
from Ti me to Ti me think fit to appoint. 

AN D I do alfo ordain, that the Landing-places 
now and heretofore ufed at the Penny-pot-houfe and 
Blue-anchor, faving to ali Perfons their juît and le-

. gal Right and Properties in the Lands fo to be 
open ;. as alfo the Swamp benveen hud's Buildings 
and the Society-hill, fhall be leü open and common 
for the Ufe and Service of the fa1d City and all 
others, with Liberty to dig Docks and make H ar-

. T bours 
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bours for Ships and Veffels, in ali or any Part of th.~ 
faid Swamp. 

A ND 1 do hereby grant, that aU the vacant 
Land within the Bounds and Limits of the faid 
City, fhall re main open as a free Corn mon of Paf
ture, for the Ufe of the lnhabitants of the faid 
City, until the fame fuall be gradually taken in, in 
ordtr to build or improve thereon, and not other
wife. Provided always, That nothing herein con
tained, fhall debar me or my Heirs in Time to 
come, from fencing in all the vacant Lands that 
lie ootween the Cent er Meeting-hou fe and the Schuyl• 
kil, which 1 intend fhall be divided from the Land 
by n1e allotted for Delaware Side, by a !hait Line 
along the Broad-flreet from Edward Shippen's Land 
through the Center Square by Daniel Pegg's Land ; 
nor fhall the fencing or taking in any of the Streets, 
happening to be within that Inclofure on Skuylkil, 
be deemed or adjudged to be an Incroachment, 
where it fhall not interfere orftop any of the Streets 
or Paifages leading to any of the Houfes built or to 
be built on that Side, any Thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

AND 1 do grant, that this prefent Charter, · 
{hall, in all Courts of Law and Equity, be con
ftrued and taken moft favourably and beneficially, 
for the faid Corporation. 

IN vV I T N E.S S whereof, 1 have hereunto 
fet my Hand, and caufed my great Seal to be af
fixed. Dated at Philadelphia thejive and twentieth 
Day of Oélober, Anno Domini one 'I'houfand feven 
Hundred and One, and in the thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of King IV 1 L LI AM the 'l'hi rd, over 
England, &c. and the one and twentieth Year of 
my Government. 

WILLIAM PENN. 

'l'be 
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The CHAR TER if PRIVILEGES 
granted by WILLIAM PENN, Efq; to the 
Inbabitants of Penfylvania and Territories. 

W ILLIAM PENN, Proprietary and Go-. 
vernor of the Province of Penfylvania, and 

Territories thereunto belonging, To all to whom 
thefe Prefents ihall come, fendeth Greeting. 
WHEREAS King CHARLES the Second, 
by his Letters Patents; under the Great Seal of 
England, bearing Date the fourth Day of Marcb, 
in the Y ear one 'Ihoufond fix Hundred and Eighty, 
was gracioufiy pleafed to give and grant unto me, 

.and my Heirs and Affigns for ever, this Province of 
Penfylvania, with divers great Powers and J urif
diéi:ions for the well Government thereof. 

AND WHEREAS the King's deareft Bro
.ther, JAMES Duke of TORKand ALBANY, 
&c. by his Deeds of Feoffment, under his Hand 
and Seal du1y perfeéted, bearing Date the twenty.-
fourth Day of Augujl, one 'Ihoufand fix Hundred 
Eigbty and 'l!wo; did grant unto me, my Heirs and 

. Affigns, ali that Traét of Land, now called the 
Territories of Penfylvania, together with Powers 
and J urifdiéi:ions for the good Government thereof. 

A ND W f-IER E AS for the Encouragement 
of ail the Freemen and Planters, that might be 
concerned in the faid Province and Territories, and 
for the good Government thereof, I the faid WIL

LIAM PENN, in the Year one 'Ihoufandjix Hundred 
Eighty and 'ihree'J for me, my Heirs and Affigns, 
did grant and confirm unto all the Freemen, Plant
ers and Adventurers therein, divers Liberties, Fran
chifes and Properties, as by the faid Grant, enti
tuled, 'Ihe FR AME of the Government of the 
Provintt of Penfylvania, and Territories thereunto 

~ z . be/()nging, 
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helonging, in America, may appear; w hich Charter 
·or Frame being found in fome Parts of it, not fo 
fuitable to the prefent Circumftances of the lnhabi
tants, was in the third Month, in the Year one 
V'houfand feven Hundred, delivered up tome, by fix 
Parts of feven of the Freemen of this Province and 

· Territories, in general Affembly met, Provifion be
ing made in the fa id Charter, for that End and 

Purpofe. 
AND WHEREAS 1 was then pleafe:d to 

promife, That I would reftore the faid Charter to 
them again, with neceffary Alterations, or in Lieu 
thereof, give them another, better adapted to an
fwt!r the prefent Circumftances and Conditions of 
the fa id Inhabîtants ; which they have now, by 
their Reprefentative~a in general Affembly, met at 
Philadelphia, requefted me to grant. 

KNOW YE THEREFORE, Tbatforthe 
further W ell-being and good Government of the 
faid Province, and Territories; and in Purfuance 
of the Rights and Powers before-mentioned, 1 the 
faid William Penn do declare, grant and confirm, 
unto all the Freemen, Planters and Adventurers; 
and other Inhabitants in this Province and Territo
ries, thefe following Liberties1 Franchifes and Pri
vileges, fo far as in tne lieth, to be held, enjoyed 
and kept, by the Freemen, Planters and Adven
turers, and other ln habitants of and in the faid Pro
vince and Territories thereunto annexed, for ever. 

F I R S T. 
BEC AU SE no People can be truly happy, 

though under the greateft Enjoyment of civil Li
berties, if abridged of the Freedom of their Con
fciences, a~ to their religious Profeffion and W or
fhip : And Almighty God being the only Lord of 
Confcience, Father of Lights and Spirits, and the 
Au.thor as well as Objeét of ail divine Knowledge, 

- Faith 
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Faith and 'Vorfuip, who only doth enlighten the 
Minds, and perfuade and con vince the l.T nderftand
ings of People, I do hereby grant and declare, 
That no Perfon or Perfons, inhabiting in tlùs Pro
vince or Territories, who !hall confefs and ack.now
ledge One Almighty God, the Creator~ U pholden 
and Ruler of the W orld ; and profefs him or them
felves obliged to live quietly under the ci"il Go'~" 
vernment, fhall be in any Cafe molefl:ed or preju .... 
diced, in his or th,ir Perfon or Eftate, becaufe of. 
his or their confaentious Perfuafion pr PraéHce, 
nor be compelled to frequent or maintain any reli.
gious Wodhip, Place or Miniftry, contrary to his 
or their Mind, or to do or fuffer any other Aét or
Thing, contrary to their religious Perfuafion. 

AN D th at ail Perfons who alfa profefs to be1ieve 
in ]efuJ Chri.ft, the Sa vi our of the Vv..,. orld, ihall be 
capable (notwithfl:anding their other Perfuafions 
and Praétices in Point of Confcience and Religion) 
to ferve this Government in any Capacity, bath le
gifiatively and executively, he or they folemnly 
promifing, when lawfully required, Allegiance to 
the King as Sovereign, and Fidelity to the Pro
prietary and Governor, and taking the Attefl:s as 
now eftabli!hed by the Law made at Newcajlle in 
the Y ear one '.Jhoufand and Jeven Hundred, entitled, 
.dn Att diretting the Attefts of feveral Ojficers and 
Minijler s, as n_ow amended and conjirmed by this pre-
font Alfembly. 

II. 
F 0 R the weil governing of this Province and 

Territories, there fhall be an Aifembly yearly cha
fen, by the Freemen thereof, to confift of four 
Perfons out of each County, of moft Note for Vir~ 
tue, Wifdom and Ability, (or of a greater Nu rn
ber at any Time, as the Governor and Aifembly 
fhall agree) upon the firfl Day of Oflober for ever; 
and fhall fit on the fourteenth Day of the fam~ 

~ 3 Month, 
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Month, at Philadelphia, unlefs the Governor and 
Council for the Time being, fuall fee Caufe to ap ... 
point another Place within the faid Province or Ter.., 
ri tories: W h·ch Affembly fuall have Power to chufe 
a Speaker and ether their Officers ; and iball be 
Judg~. of the Qtalifications and Eleétions of their 
own Mt,nbers ; fit upon their own Adjournments i 
appoint Con1mitte s; prepa.e Bills in arder to pafs 
into Laws ; impeach Criminals, an ' redrefs Griev· 
ances ; and fhall have ::1.1J othp owers and Privile
.ges of an Affcmbly, a~._ording to tr~ Rights of 
the free-born Snbjeéts of E11gland, anu as is ufual 
in any of the King's Plantations in America. 

A N D if any Courry or Counties, fnall refufe 
or negleft to chufc their refpeéhve Reprpfentc:nives 
as aforefaid, or if chofen, do not meet to ferve in 
Aifembly, thofe who are fo chofen and met, ihall 
.have the full Power of an ...t\.ifembly, in as ample 
Manner as if all the Reprefentatives had been cha-
fen and met, provided they are not lefs than tW() 

c_(hirds of the whole Number that ought to meet. 
AND that the ~alifications of Eleél:ors and 

EleB:ed, an·i all ether Matters and Things relating 
ta Elettions of Reprefentatives to ferve in Aifem
blies, though not herein particularly expreffed, !hall 
be and remain as by a Law of this Government, 
made at New-Ca flle in the Year one 'Ihoufand feven 
Hundred, entitled, An AB to afcertain the Number 
of Members of Affimbly, and to regulate tbe Eletlions. 

III. 
T H AT the Freemen in each refpeél:ive Coun ... 

ty, at the Ti me and Place of meeting for eleéting 
their Reprefentatives to ferve in Affembly, may as 
often as there fhall be Occafion, chufe a double 
Number of Perfons to prefent to the Governor for 
Sheriffs and Coroners, to ferve for three Y ears, if 
fo long they behave themfdves weil ~ out of which 

ref peél:ive 
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refpeêtive Eleétions and Prefentments, the Gaver
nor fhall nominate and commiffionat . one for each 
of the faid Offices, the third D~q after fuch Pre
fentment, or elfe the firfl named in fuch .Prefent
ment, for each Office as Jforeiaid, fnall frand and 
ferve in that Office for the T1me bef ore refpeÇtively 
limit~d; and in Cafe of Death or Default, fuch 
V acancies fuall be fupplied by the Govcrnor, to 
ferve to the End of the faid Term . 

. PROVIDED AL W A. r"S2 That if the faid 
Freemen, ihall at any Time negleél: or decline to 
chufe a Perfon or Perfons for either or both the afore
faid Offices, then and in füch Cafe, the Perfons 
th at are or ihall be in the ref peétive Offices of She
riffs or Coroners, at the Time of Eleétion, ihall re
main cherein, until they fhall be removed by ano
ther Eleétion as aforefaid. 

AND th at the J uftices of the refpeél:ive Coun
ties, fhall or may nominate and prefent [0 the Go
vernor three Pt>rfons, to ferve for Clerk of the 
Peace for the faid County, wh en there is a Vacancy, 
one of which the Cov'·rnor lhall commiffionate~ 
within ten Days after fuch Prefc:•nment, or elfe the 
:firft nominated, fhall ferve in the faid Office during 
good Behaviour, 

IV . 
.. T HAT the Laws of this Sovernment !hall LP 

:in this Stile, viz. By the Govenwr, with the Con
fen! and .Approbation of the Fret- ·nen in GeJUral Af
J!.mbly met ; and fhall be, afcer Conarmation by the 
Governor, forthwith recorded in the Rvlls-office, 
and kept at Philadelphia, unlefs the Governor and 
Aifembly 1hall agree to appoint another Place. 

V. 
TH AT ali Criminals fhall have the fan1e Pri~ 

vileges of Witneffes and Cou.ncil as their Profe
cutors~ Vt 
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T I-1 AT no Perfon or Perfons fha1l or may, at 
any Time hereafter, be obliged to anfwer any Corn 
plaint, Matter or Thing whatfoever, relating to 
Propetty, bef ore the Governor and Council, or in 
any other Place, but in ordinary Courfe of J uftice, 
unlefs Appeals thereunto fhall be hereafter by Law 

appointed. 
VII. 

TH AT no Perfon within this Government, 
fuall be licenfed by the Governor to keep an Ordi
nary, Tavern, or Houfe of publick Entertainment, 
but fuch who are firft recommended to him, under 
the Hands of the J uftices of the refpeélive Co un· 
tics, figned in open Court; which Juftices are and 
ihall be hereby impowered, ta fupprefs and forbid 
any Perfon, keeping fuch Publick-houfe as afore
faid, upon their Mdbehaviour, on fuch Penalties 
as the Law doth or !hall direél: ; and to recommend 
others from Time to Time, as they ihall fee Qc .. 

ça fion. 
VIII. 

I F any Perfon, through Temptation or Me" 
lancholy, fhall deftroy himfelf, his Eftate, real and 
perfonal, fl1all notwithftanding clefcend to his Wife 
and Children, or Relations, as if he bad died a J) .. a
tural Death; and if any Perfon fhall be deftroyed 
or killed by Cafualty or Accident, there !hall be no 
Forfeiture to the Governor by Reafon thereof. 

AND no A~ Law or Ordinance whatfoever, 
fhall at any Time hereafter, be made or done, to 
alter, change or diminifh the Forn1 or Effeét of this 
Charter, or of any Part or Claufe therein, con
trary to the true lncent and Meaning thereof, with
out the Confent of the Governor for the Time be
. ng, and fix Parts of [even of the Affembly met. 

BU1' 
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BUT becaufe the Happinefs of Mankind de

pends fo much upon the enjoyinO' of Liberty of 

their Confciences as aforefaid, I do 
0

hereby folemnly 

declare, promife and grant, for n1e, my Heirs and 

Affigns, that the firft Article of this Charter re

lating to Liberty of Confcience, and every Part and 

Clauiè therein, according to the true Intent and 

Meaning thereof, ihall be kept and remain without 

any Alteration, inviolably for ever. 

AND LAS TL Y, I the fa1d William Penn, 

Proprietary and Governor of the Province of Pen

fylvania, and Territories thereunto belonging, for 

myfelf, my Heirs and Affigns, have folemnly de

clared, granted and confirmed, and do hereby fo

lemn1y declare, grant and confirm, That neither I, 

my Heirs or Affigns, ihall procure or do any Thing 

or Things, whereby the Liberties in this Charter 

contained and expreffed, nor any Part thereof, fhall 

be infringed or broken: And if any Thing fhall be 

procured or clone, by any Perfon or Perfons, con

trary to thefe Prefents, it 1hall be held of no Force 

or Effeét. 
IN W I T N ES S whereof, 1 the faid William 

Penn, at Philadelphia in Penfylvania, have unto 

this prefent Charter of Liberties, fet my Hand and 

broad Seal, this twenty-eighth Day of Oélober, in 

the Year of our Lord, one 'Ihoufand feven Hundred 

and One, being the thirteenth Year of the R~ign of 

King WILLIAM the 'Ihird, over England, Scot

land, France, and Ire/and, &c. and the twenty-firft 

Year of my Governrnent. 
AND NOTWITHSTANDING the 

Clofure and Teft of this prefent Charter as afore

faid, I think fit to add this following Provifo tbere

unto, as Part of the fame, 'Ihat is to fay, That 

notwithfranding any Claufe or Claufes in the above· 

mentioned Charter, obliging the Province and 

Territoriei, to join together in Legiflation, I am 

· - · · content, 
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content, and do hereby declare, That if the Repte
fentatives of the Province and Territories ihall not 
hereafter agree to join together in Legifiation, and 
that the fame ihall be fignified unto me, or my De· 
puty, in open Affembly, or otherwife, from under 
the Hands and Seals of the Reprefentatives, for the 
Time being, of the Province and Territories, or 
the major Part of either of them, at any Time 
within thtee Years from the Date hereof, that in 
fuch Cafe, the In habitants of each of the t bree 
Counties of this Province, fhall not have lefs than 
eight Perfons to reprefent them in Affembly, for 
the Province; and the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Philadelphia (when the faid Town is incorporated) 
two Perfons to reprefent them in Affembly ; and 
the Inhabitants of each County in the Territories, 
iball have as many Perfons ta reprefent them, in a 
diftinél: Affemhly for the Territories, as iliall be by 
then1 requefted as aforefaid. 

N OTW IT HST AN DING which Separa
tion of the Province and Territories, in Refpeét of 
Legiflation, 1 do hereby promife, grant and de
clare, That the Inhabitants of both Province and 
Territories, fhall feparately enjoy all other Liber
ties, Privileges and Benefits, granted jointly ta 
them in this Charter, any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom 
of this Government heretofore made and praétifed., 
or any Law made and paffed by this General Af
fembly, to the contrary hereof notwithftanding. 

·Wl LLI.dM PENN. 

Cf'HIS CHARTER of PRIVILEGES 
being dijlintlly read in AJ!embly, and the whole 
and every Part Jhereof, being approved of and 
agreed to, by us, we do thankfully receive the 
fame from our Proprietary and Gove.rnor, at 
.Philadelphia, this twenty-eighth Day of Oc-

tober, 
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tober, one Th ouf and feven H und red and One. 
Signed on Behalf, and by Order of the Affimhly, 

per Jofeph Growdon, Speaker. 

Edward Shippen, 
Phineas Pemberton, 
Samuel Carpenter, 
Griffith Owen, 
Caleb Pufey, 
'Thomas Story, 

l Proprietary . and 
f nor, s Council. 

J 

F 1 N 1 S. 

Gaver· 



t'J'his Day is publijhed, 

A LET HI A : Or, A General Syftem of Mo .. 
ral Truths and N atur al Religion. Contained 

in theLetters of SELIMA, Emprefsofthe Turks, 
to her Daughter ISABELLA, at Grand Cairo. 
With Hiftorical and Criticai-Notes. 

By RICHARD MuRRAY, A. M. and J. U. B. 

!.zyid verum atque decens, Curo, & Rogo, omnis in 
hoc fum. 

Printed for T. OsBORNE, in Gray's-Inn. 

This ·nay ü publijhed, 

Beautifttl!y pri11ted, in a neat Pocket Polume, Priee 
2 s. fec-~.V' d, or 2 s. 6. d. bound, 

A JOURNEY throughPartof ENGLAND 
and ScoT LAN b along with the AR MY, und er 

the Command of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
CuMBERLAND. Wherein the Proceedings of the 
Army, and the happy Suppreffion of the Rebel
lion in the Y ear 17 46, are particùlarly defcribed~ 
As alfo, the N atural Hiftory and Antiqulties of 
the feveral Places pafTed through. Together with 
the Manners and Cuftoms of the different People, 
efpecially of the Highlandcrs. By a VoLUNTEER. 
Comprifed in ièveral Letters to a Friend in 
London. 

Printed for T. Os BoR NE, in Gray' s-Inn. 
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Canada,Vfuich are dependant On the Province of 1I6'N York in Amer
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himself many languages,anoiant and modern. 


