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THE 

GENERAL HISTORY 
0 F THE 

LATE W AR. 
1.ft~(~)~() HE Imperial army being utterly A. D. 

~@@~'®~ difabled by t~e defeat.at Rofbach; •7)7· 

~ ~ T ~ ~ and there bemg nothmg to fear, King of 

'*" ~'1!'6),.._ï# '*" d . h. h. p f. Pruffia * ~w * nor to o m t IS quarter, ts ru - turns his 

~t*(~t~.:f) fian Majefl:y was left entirely at tho';lghts 
. . . . agamft the 

hberty tb att m perfon agamfl: the Aufinans. Auftrians 

They bad opened trenches before Schweidnitz, in in Silefia. 

Silefia, on the 26th of Ottober, but had made 

little or no progrefs on the 9th of November, 

having been perpetually interrupted by the fre-

quent fallies of the befieged. Prince Charles of 

Lorrain had encamped near Brefiau, over-againft 

the army commanded to cover that city, under 

the Prince of Bevern, wairing the reduttion of 

Schweidnitz, that he might be able by the addi-

tion of the forces a employed in that fiege, to give 

a The troops of Bavaria and WurtemlJurg. 
A 2 Bevern 
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A. D. Bevern battle, or make him retreat and leave 
1 757· Breflau to his mercy. By thefe circumftances Sile-

fia was in dangeï of being forced out of the hands 

of Pruffia. This was the principal objeét of the 

war between him and the Ernprefs ~een. His 

Majefty, therefore, haftened to its alli france wirh a 

confiderabk part of his viétorious army, firmly 

believing that the garrifon would hold out, with 

hcpes of relief, to the bfl: extrernity. But it wa~ 

too bte. For, though there was great encou::age. 

ment to hold out, from the great lofs fufrained by 

the A uftrians, in a general affaulr, on the eleventh, 

when they cou!J only carry two redoubts, without 

making any conliderable breach in the ramparts of 

The the town, the generais, who commanded atSchweid

fha':'eflul nitz, thollght proper againft the inclination of the 
capttu a-
tion mad: garrifon, who had before, and then offered to force 
by the offi- , I h b fi . 1 
cers in tbeir way tnroug 1 t e e 1egers, to capltu ate next 
Schwèid- day·, and thereby furrenàered themfelves and a 
nitz. 

garrifon of 400 0 brave feJlows prifoners of war,. 

and that important fortrefs into the hands of the 

Auftrian auxiliaries, together with a great quantity 

of ammunition, provifions and money. 

The lofs of this !hong town was certainly a 

v ry gr~at weakening of his PruffiJn Majefl:y's 

intereft and ftrength in Silefia; but the depriving 

him of the fervice of io many veteran foldiers 

would have been more feverely felt in his prefem 

Td_he fo l-
1 

circumftances had they not found an opportunitv 
terslllc\CC · J 

p rifoners, to di fengage themfelve.s from the efcort, condué't-
fl y from . l . B l . l · l l 
theinfcort. mg t 1t m mto c 1em1a; w 11c 1 t 1e garrifon of 

Schwcidnitz \vere animated to do by the news of 

the 
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he atchievements of their fellow foldiers, under 
the command of their King in perfon, at Rofbach. 
So thar not above 200 of thefe prifoners renuined 
with the Auftrians. 

5 
A. D. 
1 7 57· 

Schweidnitz having furrendered, the corps b' The Au

which had befieged ir, rejoined the main army ~rians re-
• • )0111 the 

near Llffa. Where Jt was refolved ro attack the main arm y 

P . f B . h d 1 b r h K" at Lifla. nnce o evern w1t out e ay ; e1ore t e mg, 
by f01·ced marches, could arrive . to his affifiance. 
Their force was three times more than the Prince's: 
and General N adafii was pofl:ed witl; a feparate 
body on the flank of the Pruffian right wing . 
. The attack was begun at nine o'clock on the 2 2d Attack the 

in the morning. But notwith flanding their vaft BP1 ince of 
evern. 

fuperiority in numbers, and the advantage of their 
fituation, the Aufirian right vving . was entirely 
beat and forced to retire rowards N ewmarck. 
Lieutenant General Ziethen, who commanded 
the Pruffian le ft wing, gave N adafti fu ch a warm 
reception, thar his feparate corps was al~o routed; 

1 and the enemy began every where to give up the 
hattie for loft, and ro confult how they might 
make a fafe retreat; and left the Pruffians in pof- Beaten. 

feffion of the field of battle. But the Prince of 
Bevern finding that forne of his regiments had 

.fuffered greatly, did not th ink it proper to remain 
in thar fituation. He firft withdrew into his camp; p. f nnce o 
and next niaht he paffed the Oder near Brt!1au: Bevern re-

0 tire· 
a retreat equally as myfierious as the fu::render of "· 
Sch weidnitz ; for according to the be ft accounts, 
his army was far from being weakened in propor-

h Had loft 8ooo men in the fiege. 
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A· D. tion to the Auftrians, who, it is faid, amounted to 

I757· 2o,ooo men killed, wounded and miffing. 

On the 23d the army remained behind Breüau: 

and on the 24th, about four in the morning, the 

Prince of Bevern, as he was reconnoitring with 

Surprizeù an efcort, vvas furprized and earried off by a party 

;~~i~o~a:r.~n of Croats, who had paffed the Oder, under the 

eommand of General Beek. This misfortune did 

not come alone. Lieutenant General Leftwitz, 

the chief commander in Breüau, giving up ali 

hopes of fupport from an army, that knew not 

how to improve the ad van tage of their late viéèory, 

and was now deprived of their commander, in a 
very myfterious manner, and thinking his own 

Hrength was very infufficient to maintain a place 

[o extenfive and fo badly fortified, capitulated, on · 

condition that the garrifon and wounded fhould 

have free leave to march our, and ·not aéè againfi: 

the Emprefs ~een during the courfe of the war. 

All com- Such was the fituation of his Pruffian Majefty, 
munication 11 · · b h' d h" · · 
betwecn a commumcat10n etween 1m an IS arm1es m 
the K ing of Sile fia be in ba eut off by the enemy, th at he could 
Pruffia and 
his army in have no ad vice of thefe tranfaétions, till the 29th, 
Sile!îa eut h h · d p h . H h 
off. w en e arnve at arc Witz. ere e affembled 

his whole ftrength; the refolute garrifon of Schweid

nitz, that broke from their efcorr, and the forces, 

that had clone fuch great things under the Prince 

of Bevern, and Lieutenant General Ziethen. 

And by this junél:ion, his Majefty, on the firft of 

December, found himfelf in a condition to face 

the enemy, and his troops full of ardour to reftore 
affairs to their former frate. 

This 
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Thus difpofed and animated, his Pruffian Majefiy, A. D. 

being but two days march difiant from the enemy, 1757
•. 

d d . h h" h l N • Marches m 
a vance Wlt IS w o e army to eumarcK, on queftofthe 

the 4th. The vifit was quite unexpeél:ed. It Auftrian 
atm y. 

threw the huffars and pandours, many thoufands Surprizes 

of which were refting themfelves fecure in that Neumarck. 

town, into great confufion, at the approach of 

the King's army. They endeavoured to efcapé 

towards Brefiau, while they fhut the gates of' the 

town on the fide of the Pruffians. But his Pruf-

fian Majefiy forefeeing that would be their attempt 

to efcape, had ordered forne fquadrons of dra-

gaons and huffars to file round the walls, and to 

eut off their retreat. By this means the aétion 

became defperate. The Pruffians forced the gares 

and drove the enemy entirely out of the town: 

who falling into the hands of a large body of ca-

valry, ftationed for that purpofe, 300 of them Lofs ~f the 

. d 6 h d h . Auftnans. 
we.re eut .to pleces, an oo t rew own t e1r 

2,rms and were made prifoners ; with the lofs of 

no more than fiv.e Pruffian huffars. There were 

found in this town .ali the enemy's avens, a fmall 

magazine, and two pieces of cannon, belonging 

to the pandours. 
The Auil:rian .army, upon the news of this in- Auftrian 

fult, demolifhed the entrenchments of their camp armyh 
marc to 

near LifTa, recalled ali tbeir ftraggling parties, give him 

and all the garrifon of Brefiau, except a few bat- battle. 

talions, in order to feek the ~ing of Pruffia, and 

to chaftife him for his prefumprion to come and 

beat up their quarters. But as foon as his Ma-· 

jefty was informed of their motions and defign, 

A 4 he2 
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A. D. he, to fave forne tJOuble and timc, refolved to 
1757· meet the enemy: and at five o'clock next morn-

K.ina- of b h . h h' h 1 
Pruffi1 ad- Ïng (the 5th) he egan to marc Wlt IS W 0 e 
vances to arrny. At day break the Auflrian cavalry were 
n,ect them . 

delcryed on a hill about half a league from N eu-
marck : who fpread tbemfelves fo much, thar they 

canied the appearance of the whole Aufirian 
ar my, by that dawn of light; and accordingly 

the King commanded his troops to march forward 

in two columns. 
Drives As the day advanced it was foon difcovered 
their ad- h' J • d h h JI 
vanced thlt thofe troop~, W !C 1 OCCup:e. t e i S, \\ ere 
guatd cnly four regiments of Saxon li

0
aht horfe, under 

b:~ck, ....., 
t he corn rn and of Lieutenant General Cou nt Nofiirz. 

The Pruffian huffars were immedi;1tely ordered ro 

attack them. \Vhich they performed fo furioufly, 
thst they killed and took about 300 and put the 
refi to flight: who eièaped under the proteélion 
of a thick fog. A circumfi::.wce that alfo greatly 
favomed the march of the PruffiJns, as they pro
ceeded. For, they were upon the main body of 

the }mfrrian anny, about noon, under this co ver, 

before they were apprizeci of their intentions. 
DifpoEtion The Aufi:rians were dra\ n up in arder of baule-
ami ' 
hrength in front of the village of Leuthen, upon a fine 
of th.: 1 · · h r d' . . - . 
Authian p~am, wlt 10me a pcent emwenCies well turmfhed 
camp. with artillery, fortified both on the right anJ the 

left by fhong batteries of cannon, and in the in 

tervals made difficulc: of accefs by trees felled and 
laid crofs the ways, where the thickets did ot tà~ 
vour tbeir operations _and diipoGtions. l\loreover 

their lefc wing was weil covered behind by a prett: 

laïQ:e 
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large wood, where the enemy had eut clown a A. D. 

great number . of trees, to prevent the ir being at; 
17 S7· 

tacked in ftmk. However, after his Pruffian Ma- Attacked 

J"efty had reconnoitred their fitu~tion, he refolved pb~ tllTiJe 
1
• 

Ill i<ll ~. 

to attack rheir Jeft wing, ancl made his difpofl-

tions accordingly : and as General Nadafii was 

pofted vvith a corps of refe'rve on the left wing, in 

order to fall upon the flank of the right wing of 

the Pruffians, his Majefty placed four battalions 

behind the cavalry of this fame wing, which bad 

a very good effeét: for, thefe fame battalions not 

only routed N adafti's corps, which, at the begin

oing of the aétiori flanked the Pruffian cavalry in 

the right wing, and bad made ther11 give way; but 

fupported and covered the right wing fo effeétually,. 

thar they atl:ed \vith fuch vigour on the left of 

the enemy, as to oblige them foon afrer to fall 

b.1ck. This made way for the Pruffian infantry to 

advance ; which they did in good arder, though 

expofed on a11 fides to a fierce fire of artillery and 

fmall arms ; of which the like was fcarce eva 

feen. But the Pruffian artillery performed won

ciers on this occafion. Jt was of fi.Jch fignal fer

vice in fupporring the march of their infantry, that 

the enemy's cannon were foon filenced. 

Norhing could excel their bravery and gallant .Bravery, 

reGftance made by the Auftrians during the whole &
1 

c., of 
) Ot:J 

engagement. But, they were at length, though armies. 

with great difficulty, obliged to give way. They 

rallied ail their forces about Leuthen, which was 

defended on al! fides by entrenchments and re

doubts ; and maimained die b:1ttle at this place 
about 
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A. D. about an hour longer; but were at Iength forced 

•7P· to yield to fare and to the fuperior bravery of the 

~itllory . Pruffian battalions, who repeated their attacks till 
uec ares tn 

favour of they became mafters of this poft. This decided 
the Pruf- h A 11. • b .c h · 1 ft 
fims. the battle. T e ULLrtans eaten Irom t e1r a 

refort fied on every fi de : and w hen the village of 

Leuthen was abandoned, his Pruffian Majefty met 

with no further oppofition. Viétory having thus 

declared in favour of the Pruffians the purfuit 

Purfuit. begun. The cavalry and huffars purfued the fiying 

enemy moft part of the night, killed many, and 

brought in many thoufand prifoners. The King, 

on his fide, purfued the enemy as far as Liffa, 

where his army fpent the night under arms. 

Great generalfllip and remarkable bravery were 

fuewn on both fides in this battle, which accounts 

for the length of the conteft, and for the extraor

Length of dinary lofs of men. The battle began at two in 
the en- the afrernoon and continued till night. But the 
<ra cre ment. 
D o line formed by the Aufrrians was fo extenfive, that 

they could quickly replace with frefh troops the 

lofs they fuftained. This prevented the Pruffian 

right wing's being employed at the beginning of 

the aétion: and this was the reafon wh y the battle 

did not become general till towards four o'clock, 

and of being obliged to bring up their fmall rear
guard. Befides the cavalry at ·firü found it very 

difficult to engage, being obliged to advance over 

caufeways and felled trees, wich which the enemy 

was covered. But General Ziethen
1 

their com

mander, delivered them at lengch our of that dif

ficulty, and fou nd them a way to come into a fhare 

of the aél:ion; and then they drove ail before them. 
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The right wing of the Pruffian army was corn. A. D. 
1 757· 

rn and-d by his M ajefl:y in perfon, and conduél:ed 

by P rince Maurice of Anhault-Deffau. The left 

was committed to the conduét of General Retzow. 

T he whole difpofitions we re made by his Pruffian 

M ajefty , :md furpalfed every thing he had yet 

done : and they wel·e as happily executed ; other-

wife the infantry, which performed wonders, mu fr 

have been obliged to give way in their Sovere.ign's 

prefeQce. 
The confufion of the Auft rians became fo g reat Gallant 

h. . h r. . f z· h ' . aébon of a 
t at, m t e pur1U1t, a cornet o 1et en s reg1- cornet. 

ment, with a party of ten men only, took, di f

armed, and brought 1 oo Auftrians prifoners to 

the . head.quarters. For which gallant aétion the Rewarded. 

King promoted him to the rank of a captain, and 

honOLired him with the order of merit~ 

The Aufhian army was not only well officered; Strength uf 

b . ll.J fi . . b d Il. l th e Auil:ri-
llt 1t was vau y upenor 111 num ers an urengt 1, an army. 

confifting of 8o,ooo men, and a very large train 

of artille ry. The Pmfllans did not exceed 3 6,ooo Of the 

horfe and foot; with a mu ch inferior artillery. Pruffians. 

The Aufirians had 6ooo and upwards Dain in Lofs of the 
Aufl:rians. 

battle: bad many more wounded: 2 I,soo were 

made prifoners, amonglt whom were two generais, 

General O'Donnel dangeroufly wounded, the 

Saxon General Count de Noftitz: befides the fon 

of the late Marfhal Browne: ' and 29 r officers, 

many of them field officers: they lofl: 4000 bag

gage and ammunition w~ggons, weil filled; 168 

cannon c and 5 I colours and ftanda:-ds. · 

• t:. Sorne accounts make them zco and 241 pieces. 
Prince 
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Prince de Lichtenfi:ein was allo dangeroufly' 
wounded; and General Count Luchefi was lefr:: 

dead in the field of battle. 
What exceeds almoft ali credibility is, the fmall 

lofs of the Prufiians on this memorable and moil: 
fevere occafion; they had no more than 500 kil led, 
and 2,300 wounded ; amongfl: whom was Major
General Krockow, who was a]fo made prifoner d. 

But the account from Vienna of the fame aétion, 
is fo flagrant an inftance of mifreprefentation, that 
we cannat but take particular notice of it: This 
account was contained in a difpatch bearing date 
the 1 4th of December, and direéted to the mi
nifiers of their Imperial Majefties at foreign courts. 
The fubfiance of which is as follows : 

" y 0 U have had, as yet, Sir, but a very im-
perfeét account of the affair on the srh 

of December, between the Imperial and Pruffian 
ar my. As I am perfuaded the Pruffians will make 
great boaft, and magnify to an extreme degree, 

their viétory over the Aufuians, I am glad I have 

it in my power to affure you, thar, except the ap
parent advantage of having kept the field of bat

tle, and havin g taken eighteen or twenty field 
pieces, they obtained none that v1ere any way ef
fential. The confequences of this aétion will 
place the matter in a clear light. 

" The effuuon of blood was, indeed, very 
great; but, I believe, the refult will prove more 
to the advan tage of the Imperial than the Pruffian 
army, by rea{on, thar the lofs w<:s near equal; . 

d This battle was fought on the ~th of Dec mber 1 '7 ~ 7 _ 
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and thar, if there was a difference with regard to A. D. 

the number of the !lain and wounded, it feems to I757· 

me, th at it was in favour of the lmperialifts. The 

Proffians \vill not gain an inch of ground by this 

event. They will be obliged to fight a-new~ 

which will only, in the end, weaken them; or they 

mu!1 feek out for winter-quarters. 

" Breflau and Leignitz are provided with ihong 

garrifons, and with provifions and ammunition in 

abundance. The Imperial army, by its pofition 

nrar Schweidnirz, covers that place, fecures the 

communication with Bohemia, and fo keeps in 

awe the Pruilian army, that it cannot execute 

any thing againft thefe two places, otherwife than 

by citing them to furrender: for to effeél: any 

thing real, there would be a neceffity of inveil:ing 

and befieging them in form. This is what the 

King of Pruffia is not likely to attempt near an 

army, which, whatever rc.!nforcement this Prince 

may receive, will a1fo be reinforced on its !ide, 

and will always be fuperior in number to him, 

and 1 dare fay, will not fail to equal him in cou

rage. But now 1 will lay before you a clear and 
difiinél: idea of the aélion of the sth. 

" lt is expedient previoufly to obferve, that it 
were to be wifhed, th at after the taking of Breilau, 

the Imperial army hacl been in a condition to pur

fue the broken remains of Prince Bevern's army, 

to beat or difperfe them, and at the fame time to 

march againü: the King of Pruffia, who came ta 

cover a retreat ; but the neceffary celerity in fuch 

a cafe was not praéticable. The Imperial army 

had fuffered much in the aétion of the z zd of No-
vember. 
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vember. The infantry wanted fuoes and fiock
ings, which they were under a neceffi(y of being 
furni!hed with, before they could fet out on their 
march. The cavalry extremely fatigued, had 
occafion for rell to recruit their fpirits, and it 
was not till the fourth of this month, thar they 
wcre in a condition to march againft the enemy. 

" This interval of time, which the King of 
PrufEa gaine 1, a rime al ways precious in war, 
t:Kilitated the aJTembling of the troops difperfed 
by the aél:ion of the 2 2d of November, together 
with the arrivai of the numerous garrifon of Glo
gaw, and a part of the heavy artillery of that 
place; as alfo, a confiderable detachment, as _it is 
pretended, from Marjhal Lehwald's army: fo that 
by a moderate co!!1putation, this Prince's troops 
might be fuppofeà to amount to 36 or 40,000 

men, on the da y of battle. 
" The Auftrians haè in ali so,ooo men. They 

might have infured the viB:ory, if they had had 
1 o,o_oo lefs. This can be -eafily proved. Their 
army was pofted very advantageouily by the care 
and attention of Marfhal Daun. The right, ex
tending to the village of N y pern, was covered by 
ponds. The front was fecured by its fituation 
and a numerous artillery, and the left terminated 
in a village called Luthen. This villao-e beino-o 0 

fituated in a plain, Maril1al Daun, -who forefaw 
thar the King of Pruffia would direét his main at
tack on this point, had reinforced it, and covered 
the flank by five lines diipofed behind each other; 
thus making, like an experienced general, the 
beft advantage of the na~ure of the ground. It 

was 
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was in this fituation that the Aufhian generais A. D • 
• 

waited the coming up of the enemy. The Pruf- I757· 

fians advanced about one- in the afternoon, within 

cannon-ihot. The Auftrian artillery did fuch exe

cution, that it immediately threw into confufion 
the firft ]ine of the enemy's infantry, which, wirh 

great difficulty was brought again to the charge. 
Towards three o'clock the fire of the fmall arms 

began. The two lines having clefed each other, 

thar of the Pruffians was every where repulièd, 

except in the above-mentioned point of attack, 

where the troops pofl:ed on the left, at the firfl: dif- . 

charge of the Pruffian infantry gave way, without 

firing a ihot, turned their backs, and brought after 
them, in their flight, forne troops, and even in tire re

giments thar flanked them. This unforefeen and 

unexpeéted accident broke the line, and gave op

portunity to the Pruffian cavalry to penetrate into 

the empty fpace. The diforder was afrerwards, in 

forne refpeét, reétified, and the line being clofed 

by the corps of referve thar advanced, refl:ored 

the battle, and hindered the left wing, that had 

been taken in flank, from being intirely defeated. 

This cou]d not be weil effeéted without lofing 

ground ; but it was obftinately difputed, and as 

the front was fuccefsful, the left was fupported as 

much · as poffible by the detachments fent to it. 
However, be!ng greatly weakened by the firfl: dif-

order, and the Pruffians fl:ill vigorouOy attacking 

it, there was a neceffity at laft of retreating, which 

was executed in good order, and ftep by ftep, 

fuch of the enemy as prefented themfelves being 
con-
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continualiy ch2rged. The battle lafted from one 

till half an hour after four. 
" Though we are not exaél:ly informed of the 

lofs of officers and foldiers, there is reafon to pre

fume, that the lofs of the Pruilians cornes not· 

fhort of ours. A proof of the courage of the 

Imperial troops may be evinced from their de

firing ro fight again the next day, when the Kjng 

of Pruffia prefented himfelf with his whole arrny 

to attempt the paffage of the Schweidnitz." 

To which the Pruilians replied :-" Such is the 

account which the court of Vienna thought fit 

to communicate to . .her minifiers at foreign courts; 

what credit fuch minifl:ers deferve is now manifeft 

to ali the world, and what mufi be the fituation 

of a court which is driven to fucb expedients is 

equally apparent. The furrender of BreOau, in 

which was I4,ooo of the troops of Aufiria, beGdes 

almofi ali rheir ablefr generais and officers, is the 

b:::fi poffible tefiimony, that this battle was deci

fivc in favour of the Pruilians; and fo far was the 

AuHrian army from covering this capital, as was 

pretended, that ali who efcaped, and c0tlld not 

find refuge in the fonified towns, fled in the ut
mofi terrer ·and confufion, not knowina what to 

0 

do, nor where to repa.ir for iàfety or proteél:ion ; 

inlomllch thar the whole boafied armv, the re

mains of which was ftill fuperior to th~ P rw filans 

on thè 14th, was fo broken and difperfed before 

the 26th of Deçember, hat it was, m a manner, 
annihilated." 

The 
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The immediate effeéts of thi; viétory was the A. D. 

furrender of BreOau. His troops, in the heat of 
175 7

" 
Bre:flau be~ 

their courage, were eag~r to aifault and to attempt fieged. 

this fl:rong city, garrifoned by I 4,000 men, by 
fiorm; but that method might -have been attended 
wirh fatal confequences. Therefore his Pruffian 
Majefiy abated their .ardour, and prevailed with 
them to hearken to more advifeable tneafures. 
He ordered the approaches to be carried on in the 
ufual form. The Pruffian army was not prepared 
to form a -liege ; it was however neceffary that they 
lliould not leave behind them fuch a firong garri-
fon placed by the Aulhians in that capital for its 
defence. They at firft took poffeffion of the 
fuburbs called Ohlau, and of the convent of the 
brothers of charity, and of St. Maurice's church-
yard. There they efiablifhed two batteries, which 
were foon ready to be played. From thence they 
carried a parallel within 400 paces of the ditch of 
the city, advancing towards Schweidnitz gate. 
One of the firft effeéts of their bombs was the 
blowing up a tower, fituated on the fboulder of a 
baftion, which ferved as-a magazine of powder; . 
and the explofion made a confiderable breach in ' 
the ramparts. This happened on the 15th at 
night, . and grea tl y facilitated the fuccefs ·of the 
attack. The greateft part of the cannon of the 
befieged was already difmounted, and the fire of 
their batteries was, on the I 6th, almofr cmtirely 
ceafed. On the 1 7th the Pruffians advanced con
fiderably by fa p. On the 1 8th they ereéted a new 
battery on the right of the parallel. On the 19rh 

VoL . III. B they 
2 1 
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A. D. they were advanced within 140 paces of the ditch; 
•757· and the breach was confiderably augmented; 

Thus by the ardour of the troops, which the ri~ 
gour of the feafon could not abate~ the approaches 
were carried fo far as to oblige the enemy to think 
of furrendering. The befieged had no outwork 
that covered the body of the place ; nor any co
vered way. The befiegers had turned off the little 
river Oh lau, and by th at means had left the di teh 
dry ; and thus there remained no refource for the 

Capitulat- enemy to defend themfelves with fuccefs. They 
ed. therefore refolved to capitulate, which was clone 

on the zoth. The commanders of the garrifon 
would have ftipulated for advantages, but were 
obliged to fubmit to the condition of being made 
prifoners of war, with the whole garrifon. 

Lofs. At Breilau 144,000 florins were fotmd in the 
Auftrian military cheft, and the magazines were 
well . ftocked. Thirty-feven pieces of Pruffian 
cannon, which were loft in the aétion of the 2 zd 
of November, were retaken; and befides the artil
lery belonging to the place, forty-four pieces of 
Auftrian cannon were found in ir. 

Lio-nitz On the 29'th the town of Lignitz furrendered, 
t> 

funenders. the garrifon of which was fuffered to retire, as 
the number of prifoners was already fo great as to 
render the entertainment of more incom'enient. 
A confiderable magazine of meal and oats, forne 
artillery, and a large quantity of ammunition were 
fecured. 

The vigilance of the King of Pruffia to improve 
every ad v amage is aftoniD1ing, for, notwithftand-

Ing 
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ing the deep fnow that lay upon the ground, his A . D. 

Majefty marched on the 24th, at break of day, 17 5 ~· 
. . h f h" d . f "11 SchweJd-WJt part o lS army an a tram o art1 ery, to n itz at-

Schweidnitz, garrifoned with 7000 men. tacked. 

Thus his Prufiian Majefiy, in a mon th;s time, R apidityof 

b h I. · l"ft d h · .1. . h tbeP ruffian 
eat t e mpena 1 s, an t e1r aux1 1an es t e arms. 

French ; entirely routed the Auftrians, and re-

gained ail Silefia; except the town of Schweidnitz; 

about which he formed a blockade, the fame day 

that Breflau capitulated. And at this time the 

number of his prifoners exceeded the number of 

his whole a'rmy. 

The fiege of Schweidnitz did not prevent other 

nperations in Silefia. The King ordered his troops 

under the comrnand of Baron Fauqué, to purfue F .. b 
rey erg 

the Auftrian fugitives, who, on the 1 8th, arrived taken. 

at Frey berg, from whence the enemy was inftantly 

diilodged : nor did they make a more vigorous A d h 
n ot er 

defence at Fredberg, Strigau, Kunerfdorfr~ nor places . 

any of the open towns; but fied precipitately on 

the firft approach of the Pruffians. On the 1 9th 

four officers and 200 private men were made pi-i

foners , and fixty waggons laden with meal for 

Schweidnitz taken. The 2oth the Baron purfued 

the enemy as far as Reichenau, and attacked them 

on the hills neàr Landfhut, where they had halted 

and 1ntrenched themfelves, having received in the 

morniog of that day, a re-inforceme nt of 2000 

men from Liebau, which made them fuperior in 

infanrry to their purfuers.; yet, notwithflanding 

this fuperiority, they were driven from their 

trenches, and purfued through Griffau and Lie-

bau : of whiçh towns the Pruffians took po.ffe ilion, 
B 2 and 
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A. D. and found in them 2000 tons of meal, great quan· 
1 757· tities of forage, and many thoufand bombs, hui-

Lofs ~f the lets and granadoes. Th us the mountaim of Si-
Auftnans. ' . f h 

Iefia were ennrely fcoured, and thofe o t e ene-

my that efcaped driven half naked and ftarving 

into the circle of Konigîgratz. 

ln Upper Silelia, the towns of J aggendorff, 

Troppau, Teffohen, and Strigau, were likewife taken. 

The tove Thefe brave aétions, fo glorious and fo rapid, 

fi~'t:nt~~ endeared him to the people of England, who had 

King of but juil: before given hi rn up for loft and a prey 
Pruffia. · · Th 1 d h' d to h1s nu merous enemtes. ey ove 1m; an . 

they beheld him with aftonifhment and admiration, 

extricating himfelf with fuch aétivity and galan

try ~ out of fo many and great difficulties ; and 

every man, at that rime faid, '' It was a pity fo 

" brave a monarch fhould be unfupported, or per

" mitted to be crufhed by fuch a powerful, yet 

" cowardly confederacy." So warm were the 

whole people in his favour, and fo eager to fhew 

ali teftimonies of their good willies to his caufe, 

that they celebrated his birrh-day with marks of 

affeéhon, equal to thofe they give to their own 

Sovereign, on thofe joyous occafions. 

The Prince of Brunfwick, after bis retreat from 

Zell, which was occafioned chiefly by the pon

toons not arriving at the place appointed in the 

well-regulated plan e, th at General had ordered 

to 

e The pontoons were ordered to be marched to Bey, and 

two bridges to be layed there. Lieutenant-General Spoerke 

was ordered to pafs over his irregulars-, his grenadiers, and his 

work-men, to make direéUy a tete liu pont, to man:h over his 

de. 
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to be executed for a coup de main upon that city, A. D. 

having eftablifhed his head-quarters at Ultzen, ' 757" 

received intelligence, that the bridge, which the 
enemy had broke dawn at Zell was repaired, and 
that M. Broglio, with a large body of cavalry, 
bad paffed the Aller, to the right, and th at other 
bodies had paffed the fame river below ; fo that . 
an attacl~ might be inftantlv expeéled. Therefore Motions of 

L . G 1 S k• ' h M . G both ar-teutenant enera paer e, ana t e aJor e- mies about 

neral Steplin and Gilfe were detached the fame Zell. 

night r, with five battalions and as many fquadrons, 
to obferve the motions of the enemy. Thefe 
were next day reinforced with four battalions and 
four fquadrons. But no aél:ion enfued : the mo-
tions of the French parties being no more than 
a feint, to favour an efcort of waggons, laden 
with baggage, which. M. de Richelieu had de-
fached from his army into the interior part of the 
country, for greater fecurity. So that as faon as 
the ~Hanoverian parties appeared Broglio and the 

detachment, and the fecond line was under arms, to be ready 
when fent for. At the fame time Lieutenant-General Oberg, 
with two battalions and eight fquadrons, was ordered to march 
to the right of Zell and Helen, and there to make ali the fhcw 
he could of paffing, to fire away, and to make it appear fe
rious. Major-General Jfenberg, with three battalions and 
two fquadrons, was ordered to do the fame at Laethenfen, on 
the left of Zell, and Major-General Kilmanfegge was to try 
to force into Zell, with two battalions under his command, açd 
to get poffeffion of the town, on the firft appearance of t\le 
enemy's abandoning it; Frince Ferdinand intending to m~rch 
the army over the bridges at the fame time, and to have atc 
tacked the enemy on their left Rank. 

f Of the 23d of December. 

B 3 other 
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A. D. other French parties returned to their pofts at 

•757· Zell. 

Having purfued the wars in Germany ali the 

rio-our of the feafon, and the neceffities of the ar-
o 

mies, both the viél:orious and the defeated, obliging 

them to retire out of the field, to refrefh and re.:. 

A view of cruit themfelves in winter quarters; let us change 

the Br_itilh the fcene and view the tranfaélions of the Britifh 
councds ' 
a.hout this minifl:ry. 

tlme. We have informed you that the army of obfer-

In re <ra rd to . · • • d h h 
Han~ver. vatiOn was put agam m motion, an t at t e re-

fuming of their arms was juftified by the notorious 

infraél:ion of the capitulation of Clofter-Seven by 

the French. This was approved of and advifed 

by the Britilh court with promife of fupport. 

Inlidious The Dutch, under the profeffions of friendfhip 

conclu& of r G B · · "b d 1 r "]" 
the Dutch 10r reat ntam, contn ute great y to 1ac1 Itate 

towmls . the operations of the French, by baranting them 
Great En-
tain. a free paffage through Namur and Maeftricht, for 

provifions, ammunition and artillery. A conduét 

highly prejudicial to the intereft of our allies, and 

contrary to the laws of neutrality, under which 

they claimed g reat advantages from this nation. 

Our court were jufily difpleafed wirh their High 

and M ightineffes for the facility, with which they 

yielded to this demand of the French Monarch; 

and ftrongly remonfirated againft a conceffion to 

our enemies, that was fo manifeftly in their fa

vour. But where inclination, or interefl: bends, 

there never wants an excllfe. Inability to refift a 

powerfu1 neighbour, was pleaded as a fufficienr 

rea îon for them to acquiefce in the peremptory de-

mand 
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mand of a hoftile nation, from whom they ex
peél:ed to reap great commercial profits: and a 
plea of poverty was invented to cover an unwil
lingnefs to put their republic into a ftate of de-
fence and refpeét. This was onJy a fpecimen of 
that attachment and partialiry, which the Dutch 
fhewed towards France, during the whole war. 
They pleaded neceffity or conveniency for every 
thing, that the enemy could wifh to have them 
do or to connive at. 

23 
A.D. 
1 757~ 

This was foon exemplified in that tamenefs and Faveurs 
. d. rr. . h h. h h r. F France. m 1uerence, wtt w 1c t ey 1aw rance take 
poffeffion of Nieuport and Oftend, delivered to 
them by the heirefs of the hou fe of Auftria, in de-
fiance of treaties, of which the Republic were 
guarantees, for their own fecurity, againft the am
bition of France. So that both duty and inrereft 
required their concurrence with Great Britain to 
prevent, as far as in their power, the furrend er 
of thofe two fea ports and barrier towns, into the 
hands of the common enemy &. 

Colonel 

g On the 6th of July Count Colloredo, envoy-extraordi
nary from the Emprefs ~een of Hungary, fet out for Vienna 
without taking leave: the letter he wrote on this occafion W'lt5 
as follows: 

My Lord, &c. 

" His Britannic Majefty having thought proper to efpoufe 
the caufe of the enemies of my court and its allies, in the pre
fent fituation of things, I have juft now received my recall, 
and purpofe to be gone as foon as poffible. I J'hall take M. 
de Lohzem with me ; and I d.:fire that your excelleo.ncy would 

E 4 be 
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A. D. Colonel York~, his Majefty's plenipotentiary at 
1757· the H ague, on the z8th of November, endea

~~::~;~- voured to make them fenfible of the danger and 
gainft it by iniuflice of remaining indifferent on fuch an event; 
Colonel :J • d 
Yorke. that threatened to defeat all the advantages game 

by the treaty of Utrecht; and to fpirit them up to 
a vigorous ré'folution to interpofe, and at leaft to 
remonftrate againft fuch open violations of that 
treaty.-' Confidering, fays the Colonel, the cri
tical fituation, which Europe has been in, during 
the courfe of this year, in confequence of mea
fures concerted to embroil ali Europe, the King 
of Great Britain was willing to flatter himfelf, 
that the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, out of 
regard to the circumfpeéè conduét obferved by 
your High Mightine!fes, would have at leaft, in-

be pleafed lO grant us the nece!Tary pa1fports for our baggage 
an à attendants. 

" It was with the greateft regret I beheld the caufes of my 
re cal growing up; and I can affure your excellency, th at I 
leave this court with the deepefi fenfe of the many favours I 
have received. 1 am particularly fenfible of the civilities 
which your excellency hath fhewn me : 1 lhë!l always retain 
a grateful rernembrance thereof; and 1 have the honour to 

·be, with the utmoft confideration, &c." 

To this letter it was anfwered. " That the King received 
with aftonilhrnent the news of the minifier's recal ; and that 
he looked upon this fiep as a confequence of the alliance, 
which his fovereign had contraéted with his Majefty's natural 
en emy, the French King; th at in the mean while he had 
given orders to Mr. Keith, his minifter at Vienna, and Mr. 
Ayrolles, his refident at Bruire!$, to quit thofe courts imme
diately.'' 

formed 
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forined you of the changes they have thought 
proper ro make in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

' It was with the utmoft furprize the King 
heard that, without any previous confent from 
your High 1\tlightine!fes, and almoft without giv
ing you any notice, the court of Vienna bad 
rhought proper to put the towns of Oftend and 
Nieuport into the bands of French troops, and to 
withdraw her own, as well as her artillery and 
ftores, whilft France .continues to fend thither a 
formidable quantity of bath. 

' The conduél: of the court of Vienna to
wards his Majè.fty, is indeed fo unmerited, and fo 
extraordinary, that it is difficult to find words to 
expreîs it: but whatever fallacious pretexts !he 
may have made ufe of to palliate her behaviour 
towards England, it doth not appear that they 
can be extended fo far as to excufe the infring
rnent, in concert with France, of the moft folemn 
treaties between her and your High an~ Mighti

neffes. 
' The King never doubted thar your High 

Mightine!fes would have made proper reprefenta
tions to the two courts, newly allied, to demon
ftrate the injuftice of fuch a proceeding, and the 
danger that might afterwards refult from ir. 

' Y our High Mightineffes will have perceived, 
that your filence on the firft ftep encouraged the 
two courts, newly allied, to attempt others: and 
who can fay, where they will ftop? the pretext, 
at firft, was, the need which the Emprefs ~een 
ftood in of the troops for the war kindled in the 

Empire, 

25 
A. D. 
1757· 
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Empire, and the neceffity of providing for the 

fafety of thofe important places, and afterwards 

of their imaginary danger from England. 

' But high and mighty Lords! it is but too 

evident, that the powers, who have taken thefe 

meafures in concert, have other projeéls in view, 

and have made new regulations, with regard to 

that country, which cannat but a]arm the neigh

bouring ftates. 

' The late demand made to your High and 

Mightineffes, of a pa!fage for a large train of war

like implements, through forne of the barrier towns, 

in order to be fent to Oftend and Nieuport, could 

'not fail to awake the King's attention. The fin· 

cere friendfhip and parity of interefis of Great 

Britain and I-Iolland, require that they !hould no 

longer keep filence, leaft, in the iffue, it fhould 

be confldered as a tacit confenr, and as a relin· 

quifhment of all our rights. 

' The King commands me therefore to recal 

t6 your High and Mightineifes, the two-fold right 

you have acquired, to keep the Aufi-rian Tether

]ands und('r the government of the Houfe of 

Auftria, and that no other bas a title to make the 

leaft alteration therein, witbout the confent of 

your High and Mightineffes, unlefs the new allies 

have refolved to fet aude all prior treaties, and, at 

pleafure, to àifpofe of every thing, that may fuit 

their private intereft. 

' ' In ·the treaty between your High and lV1ighti

. neffes and the crown of France, figned at Utrecht, 

on the I 1 th of April 1 7 13, in the fifteentb article, 

are 



THE L AT E w AR. 

are thefe words: " It is alfo agreed, that no A . D. 

" province, fort, town or city of the faid Nether- •757· 

" lands, or of thofe which are given up by his Ca-

" thalie Majefty, !hall ev er be ceded, transferred 

" or given, or fhall ever devolve, to the crown 
" of France, or any Prince or Princefs, of the 

" houfe or 1ine of France, either by virtue of any 
" gifr, exchange, marriage contraét, fucceffion by 
'' will, or by any other title whatever, to the 

'' power and authority of the moft Chriftian King, 
" or of any Prince or Princefs of the houfe or 
~' line of France." 

' In the barrier treaty thefe very ftipulations are 

repeated, in the firft article : " His Imperial and 
" Catholic Majeft:y promifes and engages that no 
" province, city, town, fortrefs or territory of 

" the faid country Ihall be ceded, transferred, 

" given or devolve to the crown of France, or to 
" any other but the fucceffion of the German do· 
" minions of the houfe of Auftria, either by do
" nation, fale, exchange, marriage-contraét, he

" ritage, tefiimentary fuccellion, nor under any 
" other pretext whatfoever; [o that no, province, 

'' town, fortrefs or territory, of the faid Nether
" lands Ihall ever be fubjeél to any other prince, 

" but to the fucceifor of the fl:ates of the houfe of · 

" Auftria alone, excepting what has been yielded 

" by the prefent treaty to the faid Lords of the 

" States General." 
' A bare reading of thefe two articles, is fuf· 

ficient to evince all that I have juft reprefented to 

your High and Mightindfes; and whatever pre-

2 text 
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A. D. text the courts of Vienna and Verfailles may al-
1757· ledge, to cover e infraétion of thefe treaties, 

the thing remains neverthelefs evident ; whilft thefe 
two courts are unable to prove, thar the towns of 
Oftend and Nieuport are not aétually in the power 
of France. If their defigns are juil:, or agreeable 
to thefe treaties, they will, doubtlefs, not fcruple, 
in the leaft, to make your High and MightineJfes 
eafy on thar head, by openly explaining them
fe1ves to a quiet and pacifie neighbour, and by 
giving you indifputable proofs of their intentions 
to ful,fil the ftipulations of the faid two treaties, 
with regard to the Netherlands. 

' The King hath fo much confidence in the 
good fenfe, prudence and friendihip of your High 
and Mit!htineJfes, thar he makes not the leaft doubt '-' 

of your taking the moil efficacious meafures to 
clear up an affair of fuch importance, and of your 
being pieaîed, in concert with his Majefty, to 
watch over the fare of a country, whofe fituation, 
and independence have, for more than a century, 
been regarded, as one of the principal fupports of 
your liberty and commerce.' 

TheDutch This remonftrance, enforced greatly by the ap
a:anned. prehenfions the Dutch patriots entertained of the 

impending danger from Embden, which was alfo 
poffeJTed by the French, on the other fide of their 
republic, worked powerfully amongft the States 
of Holland. The moft fenfible, and forne of the 
moft powerful members, began to exprefs their 
tmeaunefs, by remonftrances, full of .zeal for the 
liberty and independence of their country. But 

the 
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the French faétion in their government prevailed, .A. D. 

and a way was found to diffipate ali their fears 17
57· 

and jealoufies, to make them difregard the advice Yiel,d to 

f G B . . b d J . f h F h the French. o reat ntam, y a ec arauon rom t e rene 
minifl:er, of the good and uprighr intentions of 
the King his mafter, towards their High and 
Mightineifes, with a!furance of fecurity, not only 
from in fuit from the French troops; but of pro

teét:iol) from any others; to which he faid they 
were more in danger to be expofed, on account 

of their obfervance of the neutrality. A moft. Infufficien

ghrring infl:ance of the infufficiency of treaties ~res~f trea

and guarantees, to fecure and perpetuate the beft 
conditions of peace! What could be more firmi y 
ftipulated by the barrier treaty, and the treaty of 
Utrecht? What could be devifed on the conti-

' 
nent to ftop the torrent cf French ambition for 

ever invading and encroaching upon Bolland and 
Germany, better than a fhong barrier? \V hat could 
prevent France entering the united provinces, if 

the barrier fhould be deftroyed ? What could be 
more folemnly engaged than by the Dutch to gua
ramee, to exert the utmoft of their ftrength to 
maintain, that barrier againft ali attempts of the 

French ? Y et, you fee the two principal fea-ports 
within that barrier, which coft fo dear, fo many 
millions in moncy, and fo many thoufand lives to 

ob tain it, for the foie beneflt of A uftria and Hal
land, was wantonly given into the poifeffion of 
France, to over-awe and prevent the Dutch taking 
part in the war with Great Britain, which · had 

faved both Aufiria and Bolland from defhuélion, 

and 
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ànd beheld with indifferency by the Dutch, whofe. 
very exiftence depends upon the friendfhip o~ 
Great Britain, and a coertion of the power of 

France. 
Spain, during all this fummer, afrer Mr. PITT 

refumed the feals, behaved with more decency to
wards the Englifh nation : though their councils 
were very much fufpected of an inclination to 
favour the intereft of France ; and the States of 
ltaly were kept in awe by the cruizers fent from 
Gibraltar, up the Streights. But, if po ffi ble, it 
was good policy to give them no foundation of a 
quarre! with us. 

ln this fitùation of Europe, the time approached 
for the meeting of the Britiih parliament; which 
was fummoned to do bufinefs on the firft of De
cember. But as the bufinefs of this feffions does 
moft properly relate to the next year, we fhall 
not touch upon any affairs on matters clone iri 

· either houfe' of parliament, till we have fummed 
up the memorable contents of the prefent year, 
and given an account of the fhips tak-::n oh both 
fides. 

A_ review ln what light pofteri ty will view the tranfaétions 
of the tran- f h . . 
fatlions of o t e year I 7 5 ï, Js uncertam ; they appear to us, 
this year. that live at the time, and k now them to be faéts; 

in a marvellous light. It is fcarce credible, what 
we have feen atchieved, and what we have feen 

in Ger.ma- mifcarried. The fpace of a fingle year never ex
ny. hibited, on the fcene of a iîngle country, never 

contained fo many firiking even ts, never diiplayed 
fo many revolution.s of fortune; as thofe we have 

fe en 
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feen in Germany. Revolutions t not only beyond A. D. 

the moft fanguine expeêtations ; but far beyond I7S7· 

what the moft fegacious forefight, reafoning from 

experience and the nature of things, could pof-

fibly have imagined. Behold, in the beginning of 

the year the King of Pruffia was triumphant; the 

whole power of the Auftrians was totall y defeated; 

and their hopes were utterly ruined.-Suddenly 

the Auftrian affairs were re-eftablifhed, their ar-

mies viêtorious, and the King of Pruffia defeated, 

abandoned by his allies ; furrounded by his ene-

mies, and reduced to the very brink of defpair . .......-

He rifes and triumphs again, beyond all hopes, 

and defeats and levels to the ground the united 

_power of France, Auftria and the Empire.-Forty' 

thoufand Hanoverians, a wh ole ar my, fubmit to 

8o,ooo French, and are only not prifoners of war : 

the French become poifeifors of ali the country 

between the Wefer and the Elbe : yet thefe fame 

Hanoverians refume their arms ; and recover their 

country. W ithin this year the re have been 

40o,ooo men in aCtion. Six pitched battles have 

been fought. Three great armies demoliihed. 

The French army of 8o,ooo men reduced and 

vanquifhed withoùt fighting. The Ruffians vifto .. 

tious, yet Bying, as if _they had been vanquiihed~ 

A confederacy of the five greateft powers in Eu -

rope, to reduce one fmall potentate: ali the 

ftren gth of thofe powers exerted and baffied in one 

fi ngle campaign by the King of P ruffia. 

Change the fcene to Great Brita}n: W e ~e the I_n the B~i-

B . . fh fi . î. J d d h 1 c . d ufh domi-
rl tl ag lOJU te , an t e aws OJ. natwn s t ro nions. 

upon 



32 
A.D. 
1757· 

In Eafi: 
India. 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

upon by Spain, in favour of France, with impu .. 
nity. A great fleet and army rerurning fror:t 
Rochefort without attempting to land on the conti
nent, where there was neither fleet nor army fuffici
ent to withfrand their force. Ali the northern pro
vinces in America left expofed to the enemy. The 
troops, th at fhould have defended them, tranfported 
to be exercifed at Hallifax, while the French ra
vaged and conquered what they pleafed. A fleet 
and army, that coft the nation upwards of a 
million, to hold a council of war in Nova Scotia; 
while the French, with a few Indians, were con
quering ali before them : fo that the Britlfh glory 
feemed to fink in every place, except where thofe 
unparallelled mîlitary atchievements were perform
ed in the eafr. In Bengal, Clive upheld his coun
try's fame for feats of arms. With 1efs tban 3000 

men be defeated upwards of 40,000 Moors and 
French: he recovered our feulements; ruined 
the French in thole parts; delivered the natives 
of Bengal, &c. from a tyrant, and placed a Na
bob upon the throne; he even conquered that ex
tenfive, populous, rich kingdom with lefs force, 
and in lefs rime, than an infignificant fortrefs has 
been reduced in Germany. In the other parts of 
Eaft lndia our people we:e neglected, and not in 
a condition to face the enemy in the field; wh ile 
the French were confiderably reinforced from Eu
rope, ·and preparing to give the laft frroke to our 
trade and intereft on the coaft of Coromandel. 
To which the conqueft of Vifagapatam, by M. 
Bulfy, was only a prelude. 

3 T~ 
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The captures, in the courfe of this year, con- A. D. 

tributed greatly to weaken and to impoveri!h the 1757
• 

enemy, and to complete the ruin of their naviga- Captures • • 

tion and trade. But it muft be confeffed, that 
the enemy were extremely diligent~ and, confi-
dering our vaft fuperiority at fea, their privateers 
performed wonders, and did our commerce con-
fiderable damage, by interrupting our navigation, 

. making many prizes, and raifing the premium of 
infurance to a moft exceffive height, which be-
came an intolerable burden upon our manu· 
faétures and merchandize.-The nu rn ber of fhips M:1de by 

taken from the French, and laden with French I!~~-Eng
property, were 3 64, of which 1 r 5 were confi-
d~rable privateers and armed merchantmen; car-
rying 1460 guns, and upwards of ten thoufand 
feamen. The fhips taken by the French from By th~: 
the fubjeéts of Great Britain, greatly exceeded French. 

this number, and amounted to 57 r great and 
fmall veffels. But they were neither fo · full of 
men, nor fo weil armed with cannon as the 
French. 

Amongft the French prizes we find feveral va- Remark

luable cargoes, as well as ftout privateers. The able prizes 
and ac;-

moft remarkable, both as to their contents, and tions. 

to their defence, were, the Pondicherry, an Eaft 
lndiaman, burden rooo tons; taken by the 
Dover man of war, after a refolute engagement 
of about an hour, in which ber fecond captain 
and five men were killed :-The Bien Acquis, 
carrying 30 foldiers, ;r 346 cafks of flour, 6o bar-
rels of gun-powder, fix p1eces of heavy cannon, 

VoL. III. C 6o bombs 
21 
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A. D. 6o bombs and bomb-ihells, ammunition, foldiers .. 
1757· cloaths, &c. was taken by the Tyger privateer of 

Briftol.-The Eîperance and the Nom de Dieu, 

laden on the fame account, both for the Miffif

fippi :-The Grand Biche, carrying 2 2 ni ne 

pounders on one deck, and the Henry, ]aden with 

foldiers and naval ftores for Louifbourg :-The 

Invincible privateer of St. Maloes, w hich mounted 

24 guns, nine pounders, ihipped 286 men, and 

engaged his Majefty's lhip unicorn two hours and 

a half; during the aétion the cap tain was killed, 

but Lieutenant Clements fought the !bip till he 

obliged the Frenchman to ftrike. The privateer 

had ne ar fi fry ki lied and wounded, the Uni corn 

had no more th an the boatfwain, armorer and a 

marine killed, and five men wounded :-The 

Mount Olizer privateer of 20 guns, nine pounders, 

which, after ftriking to the Tartar, had the af

furance to refume their arms and to board their 

conqueror. But they paid dearly for their trea

chery, fix and thirty being killed and m:my cf 
them wounded :-The Renomée, burden 350 

tons, laden chiefly with pork, flour and 200 muf

kets; and the Superbe, burden 7 50 tons, lad en 

with baie goods, warlike ftores, provifions and 

24 2 officers and foldiers, 240 barrels of powder, 

320 mufkets and bayonets :-The ~een of An

gels, a Domingoman, of 1 S guns, valued two 

millions of livres :-The Duke de Aquitane h, an 

Eaft 

h This lhip had landed her cargo, which was very rich at 

Li!bon fome months before ; and was now fitted out as a ~n 
of 

3 
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E aft India iliip, of 1500 tons, mounting 50 guns, 

18 pou~ders, and carrying 49 3 men; ilie fought 

his Majefty's iliips Eagle and Medway, very 

brifkly for three quarters of an hour, and then 

firuck her colours, having loft 50 men killed and 

22 dangerouOy wounded, befides many more, that 

were hurt. AJl her mafts, fails and rigging were 

fo iliattered~ that they broke away and fell over

board. The lofs on our fide was ten men killed 

and 32 wounded on board the Eagle, the Med

way, which was employed only in raking the 

enemy, had no more than ten men wounded :-The 

Duc d'A quillain privateer, of 24 nine pounders 

and two four pounders, each large gun weighing 

30olb. heavier than the Tartar's, was taken by 

his Majefty's iliip Tartar, Captain Lockhart, off 

the IOe of Wight, after an engagement of one 

hour and twelve minutes. The Tartar fired 42 

broadfides, and killed and wounded 50 of the 

enèmy, with the lofs of only' four killed and one 

wounded :-The Aquiilon, a French man of war, 

of 48 guns and 450 men, mantained a running 

fight for two hours with the Antelope i, and then 

was forced upon the rocks in the north part of 

Hodierne Bay, where ilie ·was irrecoverably loft:

The Melampe privateer of Bayone, of 700 tons, 

36 guns and 320 men, taken after an engage-

of war, with orders to cruife off the rock of Lifbon, to inter· 

cept the Mermaid, a zo gun Engli!h frigate, expeéled to fail 

from that port in a few days. 
i The Antelope had three men killed and thirteen wounde.d. 

C 2 ment 

gs 
A.D. 
1757· 
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A. D. ment of three hou~s, by his Majefty's fhip Tar

'757· tar, of z8 guns and zoo men, Captain Lockhart. 

-And the Hermoine k French frigate, of z6 
thirteen pounders and two nine pounders, firuck 

to Captain Elliot, of his Majefty's fuip Huffar, 

built of fir; who alfo, about the fame time, funk 

a large French two decker, without being able to 

fave a man. 
Let us not conclude the annals of this year 

without recording the gallant aélion of Peter Mur

ray, the boatfwain of the St. George from Smyrna, 

richly }aden, and taken by the Bien Aime, a 
French privateer. Peter Murray and three failors 

belonging to the St. George, were left on board 

the prize, and feventeen Frenchmen were put on 

k On board the Hermione were fome of the Tilbury's peo

ple, who greatly praifed the humanity of the inhabitants of 
the little fi!hing town, near the place where they were wreck

ed: who not on! y concealed them from the barbarous favages, 

but fupplied them with ail nece!faries they could fpare.-Ao 

example, that greatly upbraided their moth er country, where 

at this very time, the Englilh prifoners were moft cruelly 

treated, according to the account of Captain Clarke, of the 

Exeter, publifhed in the London papers, and dated Fifchamp 

in Normandy, July 6. " We bo th lire worfe, fays he, and 

lie worfe than the hogs do in Eng and: we lie on flint pave

ment, and have but a pound of ftraw each man to fpread un

der us, and nothing but the roof of the houfe and he:n·ens to 

co~·er us. Our living is mo!l miferably bad; we have nothino-
o 

bu t bread allowed for breakfafi, and at dinner a quarter of a 

pound of beef a man, boiled all to-r-ieces for foup. and forne 

mu!ly cycler to drink; at [upper we have bread, water, and 

green cale boiled up toge th er." And this w<:s better treat .. 

ment, than forne met \Vith in Old France, · 

board 
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board to navigate her to Marfeilles. In the paf
fage Peter found means to fecure the arms, and 
then, by confining forne, wounding others, and 
obliging the reft to affift him, he, with his three 
Englifhmen, retook poffeffion of the fhip, with
out killing one man, and carried her fafe into 
the port of Barcelona 1.-Neither ought we to 
pafs over in filence the engagement of his Ma
jefty's fhip Southampton, Captain Gilchrift, with 
five French privateers, off the Ifle of Vlight. 
Two of the privateers were of equal force with 
the Southampton. The captain fought them al
moft three hours, one hour of which time was 
between two fires. In this fituation his men be
haved Jo gallantly, that, though it was not in his 

I The Mills of Hull, Mr. Claude, mafter, from Virginia, 
was taken off of Nantakett-fhoal s, in Oélober 1756, by a 
French privateer from Louifbourg, of which fhip Captain Za
chariah Norman, of the Porter, of Liverpool, gave the fol
lowing account in Augufl: lafl:. " The Frenchmen took out 
the mailer and mofl: of the crew, leaving the mate, William 
Lawfon, fecond mate, carpenter, and two or three more Eng
lifhmen on bootrd, along with thirty -two Frenchmen, with an 
intent to fend her to Louilbourg. By diil:refs of weather th ey 
were beat off the coafl:, and having exhaufted al! the provi
fions, even till they were obliged to eat the cat and dog, a 
fuarke's tai! that was nailed on the veiTel's fl:ern, a horfe hide, 
defigned to preferve the rigging when gauled, and fowls dung 
fried in oil, they refigned, in December, the ihip to the hands 
of the Englifh, who carried her into Placentia-harbour in 
Newfoundland, having then li ttle or no water left, and in the 
utmoft difhefs for ail necdfaries of life." 

c 3 power 
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A. D. power to bring them into port, he entirely filenced 
1 757· one f them, and obliged the other to drop afiern 

of her cornrade, Captain Gilchrift's fbip having 

received eight dangerous !hot berween wind and 

water; ten men kllled, fourteen mortally wound

ed, and as many rendtred uncapable of their fer

vice ; he was not in a condttion to purfue, and 

therefore put into Weymouth to repair damages 

and to recruit. 

There were feveral other gallant atchievements 

by our naval commanàers, whofe accounts not 

being tranfmitted to En~;land till the next year, 

will more properly come within the contents of 
tl e following book. 

THE 
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Containing the feveral expeditions again.ft the coafi of 
France ; and the coafl of Africa. 'l'he conquefls of 
Senegal, Geree, Louifbourg, Cape Breton, and of 
feveral forts in North .America. Cf'he fuccefs of the 
army of Obfèr"vation, under the command of Prince 
Ferdinand. Great Britain' s conneél.ions with Pruf 
fia. 'Ibe campaign in Germany between the King 
of PruJJia and the Imperiali.fts, ./.Juflrians, Ruf 
jians, French and Swedes. 'Ihe .flate of the war 
in Ea.ft Jndia: and the fuccefs of our naval power 
again.ft the French, during the year 17 58. 

'1"""\ HE inaEtivity and difgraces of the lafl: cam-
A.D. 

paign, both in America and on the coafl: 1 75 s. 
of France, were not lefs diffatisfaétory to the na- D~~efl:iç 
tion, than the mifcarriages in the preceeding year: 
but their fears were fomewhat relieved by the 
goocJ opinion the generality of the people en-

C 4 ter-

aua1rs. 
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A. D. tertained of Mr. PITT, and with the expeél:ation 
175 8

· that the time was at hand, when delinquents would 
be brought to punifhment, and the fervice both 
by fea and land would be put into better bands. 

Sentiments The patriots could not be filent upon the oc
' 1pon the cafion, " It bas, faid they, been the great miflate flxpe-
dition. fortune of Britain to have the grand bufinefs of 

the nation retarded at home by party debates, 
and the fuccefs of her arms-. abroad fruftrated by 
tame affemblies and councils of war. When a 
commander in chief holds fuch councils to deli
berate w hether, or not, he ihall carry his orders 
into execution, there is certainly great room to 
entertain fufpicions of his conduél:.-From fuch 
cautious proceedings, we may be led to conclude, 
That he is either afraid of doing his dury; or that 
he has received forne fecret counter-orders to war
rant his inaétivity : and that, therefore, he chufes 
to fkreen himfelf under the refolutions of a 
council of war, as a colourable pretext for not 
purfuing his publ ic and vifible orders. 

" 1 ndeed it may be prudent, in a general or 
admira], to advife with his officers altout the par
ticular means of executing his orders; but whe
ther it is advifeable to execute them, or not, ought 
to be the determination of his own judgment. 
For, it is eafy to conceive, that, if a commander 
in chief intimates his inclination to the inferior 
officers, he will find no great difficulty to procure 
a majority to acquiefce in his opinion. Befides, 
the very calling a council of war, to deliberate 
whether he !hall ~xecute his orders, or not, is a 

fu ffi-
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Tufficient intimation, that he is inclined to pacifie 

or inaél:ive meafures ; and, in fuch a· cafe, no 

doubt, the inferior officers wil.l not fail to adapt 

their advice, to the general diîpofition; for, few 

are animated with fuch enthufiaftic valour, as to 
give their votes for braving the dangers of war, 

when their general affords them fo handfome a 

plea for keeping out of harm's-way. 

" If the myfterious reafons are not unravelled, 
which induced the conduétors of the late expe~ 

djtion (againft Rochefort) to return without at

tempting to perform the intended fervice, we 

can never hope to fucceed in any future under

taking. Part of their orders have been inferted 

in the G1zette, for public information and_ fatis

faétion : and the publication of them does ho

nour to the fecretarv, who fubfcribed them. We 
' 

are not now under the adminiftration of a miniaer, 

who will countenance fa!fhood, or feek to palliate 

mifconduét, or facrifice innocent blcod to their 
own fafety. 

" We are told, in the Gazette, openly and in

genuoufly, that no attempt had been made to land: 

and as they were bound by their orders, to make 

a defcent, if praéticable, they have certain! y aéted 

in direét breach of their dury, if, by their delays 

and deliberations, they rendered that impraéti

cable, which might have been originally feafible. 

" I t is difagreeable to refleét, th at En gland 

muft once more be difturbed with the melancholy 

parade of a court-martial ; for frequent courts

martial are certain indications of the decline of 
military 

41 
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A. D. military virtue. But it is to be hoped that this 
J75 8· extraordinary inftance of ill-conduét will undergo 

the cognizance of a higher judicatory ; and that 
the parliament will infpeét into this my!lerious 
tranfaétion. 

" As the meeting of that great affembly is 
near at hand, it is much to be wifhed, that in
.ftead of wa!ling onr time in vague conjeétures, 
and ineffeétual exclamations, we would apply our
felves to make remonftrances to our feveral re
prefentatives, and earne!lly intreat them feriou!ly 
and vigoroufly to invefligate the caufe of this 
fhameful event, by means of a national enquiry. 
Sucb an application from their conftituents will 

1 

animate their zeal: and when they meet in par-
liament may no party divifions di!lraêt their coun
cils. Such · perfonal diffentions are always pre
judicial to the nation, but they would now be im
mediate) y fatal. 

" No' parliament ever affembled under fuch 
critical circumfbnces. The kingdom has this 
year expended above eight millions and a ha1f, 
only to purchafe Joffes and difgrace.-Frefh fup
plies, and large ones too, muft be raifed for the 
fervice of the next year : and can it be fuppofed 
thar, in the prefent declining ftate of the public 
credit, people will be forward to contribute, un
lefs paft injuries are pun~Ihed, and they perceive a 
difpofition towards future amendment. 

" The fare of the nation wrll probably depend 
on the operations of the enfuing fdlions. Let 
the dark fchemes; which have baffied the hopes 

of 
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of the public, and frufirated the fpirited and well- A. D. 

direéted efforts of a patriotic minifiry be dragged 
1
7 5

8
• 

into light. The parliamentary enquiry will now 

be reverfed: inftead of defending the people 
againft the abufes of the miniftry, we hope thar-
they will vindicate the minifi:ry for the fake of the 
people." 

Such was the language, fuch the wiihes and de- ~oncern-
r.. f h . A d h · "ft d mg the lires 0 t e nauon. - n t e ffilnl er coul not comman-

help, on a very folemn occafion, forne rime after, ~~~ ffnJ~a 
declaring, " Thar he believed there was a deter-
rnined refolution, both in the naval and military 
commanders, againft any vigorous exerrion of the 
national power in the fervice of their country!" 
He affirmed, " That, though his l\1ajefty ap-
peared ready to embrace every meafure propofed . 
by his minifters, for the honour and intereft 
of his Britifh dominions; yet fcarce a man could 
be found, with whom the execution of any one 
plan, in which there was the leaft -appearance of 
any danger, could, with confidence, be trufi:ed." 
He particularized the inaétivity of one gentleman 
in North America, from whom the nation bad 
conceived great expeétations. He complained, 
" That this n- commander had expreifed the 
rnoft contemptuous difregard for the civi] power, 
from which he derived his authority, by negleét~ 
ing to tranfmit, for a confiderab]e length of time, 
any other advice of his proceedings, but what ap-
peared on a written fcrap of paper." He ob-

ferved, " That with a force by fea and land, 

greater than ever the nation ?ad hitherto main-
tained, 
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A. D. tained, with a King and miniftry ardent! y defirous 
175 8• of redeeming her glory, fuccouring her allies and 

promoting her true intereft, a fhameful difiike to 
feryice every where prevailed, and few feemed af
feéted with any other zeal, than that of afpiring 
to the higheft pofts, and grafping the largeft fa
laries." 

In the heat of thefe complaints the parliament 
met, and his Majefty opened the feffion m with this 
moft gracious fpeech : 

His Majef- My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
ty'sfpeech. JT would have given me the greateft pleafure to 

have acquainted you, at the opening of this 
feffion, that our fuccefs in carrying on the war 
had been equal to the juftice of our caufe, and 
the extent and vigour of the meafures formed for 
that purpofe. 

I have the firmeft confidence, that the fpirit 
and bravery of this nation, fo renowned in ail 
times, and which have formerly furmounted fo 
many difficulties, are not to be abateà by forne 
difappointments. Thefe, I truft, by the bleffing 
of God, and your zeal and ardour for my honou r, 
and the welfare of your country, may be rerrieved. 
It is my fixt refolution to apply my mmoft efforts 
for the fecurity of my kingdoms, and for the re
covery and proteétion of the poffeffions and rights 
of my crown and fubjeéts in America, and elfe
where; as weil by the ftrongefi: exertion of our 

zn On the dl: of December 1 ï s 7. · 
naval 
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naval force, as by all other methods. Another A. D. 

great objett, which I have at heart is the prefer- 175
8
• 

vation of the Protefl:ant religion, and the liberties 
of Europe; and in that view to adhere to, and 
encourage my allies. 

For this caufe, I ihall decline no inconveniences; 
and, in this caufe, 1 earneftly defire your hearty 
concurrence, and vigorous affifl:ance. The late 
fignal fuccefs in Germany has given a happy turn 
to affairs, which it is incumbent upon us to im
prove ; and, in this critical conjuntture, the eyes 
of ali Europe are upon you. In particular, I 
muft recommend it to you, that my good brother 
and ally the King of Pruffia, may be fupported in 
fuch a manner, as his magnanimity and aétive zeal 
for the common caufe deferve. 

Geatlemen of the Houfe of Commons; 
It gives me the utmoft concern, that the large 

fupplies, which you have already granted for car
rying on the war, have not produced a11 the good 
effetts we had reafon to hope for. But I have fo 
great a reliance on your wifdom, as not to doubt 
of your perfeverance. I only defire fuch fupplies 
as !hall be neceffary for the public fervice; and, 
to that end, have ordered the proper eftimates to 
be laid before you. You may depend upon it, 
that the beft and moft faithful œconomy ihall be 
ufed. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
I have had fuch ample experience of the Ioyalty 

:.nd good affeétions of my faithful fubjeéts to
wards 



46 
A. D. 
l75g· 

Remarks. 

THE GENERAL I-IISTORY OF 

wards me, my family, and government, in aH 
circumf!:ances, that I am confident they are not to 
be fhaken. But I cannot avoid taking notice of 
thar fpirit of d iforder, which has ihewn itfeff 
amongft: the common people, in forne parts ·of the 
kingdom n. Let me recommend it to you, to do 
your part in difcouraging and fuppreffing fuch 
abufes, and for maintaining the laws, and lawful 
authority. If any thing ihall be fou nd wanting, 
to explain or enforce what may have been mifun
derf!:ood or mifreprefented, I am perfuaded it will 
not efcape your attention . 

. Nothing can be fo conducive to the defence of 
all that is dear to us, as well as for reducing our 
enemies to reafon, as union and harmony amongft: 
ourfelves. 

It is very evident, in this fpeech, that there 
was no thoughts of a parliamentary enquiry into 
the conduét of the commanders, either in Europe 
o r A merica, as the people expeéted, and ar
dently defired. Thar was removed, with a pro
mife of more aélivity, both by fe a and land, in 
future meafures and operations. Here a]fo we 
may difcover a fert1 ed refoiution in the cabinet, to 
affif!: ou r German allies heartily and vigoroufly. 
Y et the voice of the Sovereign was never received 
with more unanimity by b:nh houfes of parlia-

n Occafioned by a fcarcity, and the engroffing of bread
corn. 

menti. 
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ment; nor could any thing exceed the zeal with 
which they promifed o to affift his Majefty in what

ever 

• 'The humble addrefs of the Right Honourahle the Lords fpiritual 

and temporal in parliament a.Jlèmbled. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majefly's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeél:s, the Lords 
fpiritual and temporal in parliament affembled, beg leave to 
return your Majefly our humble thanks for your moft gracious 

fpeech from the throne. 

The concern which you are pleafed to exprefs for the dif

appointments that have unhappily attended forne of the mea
fures formed by your Majefty this year, for carrying on the 

juft war, in which we are engaged, is a frefh mark of your 

paternal regard for the welfare of your people, and for the 
glory of this kingdom. 

The teftimony which your Majefty bas, at the fame time, 
given to the fpirit and bravery of this nation, and the ardent 

zeal , of your parliament, to retriev~t thefe misfortunes, is a 
proof of the juftice clone by your royal mind to our principles 

and fentiments, and the greatèft encouragement to perfevere in 

them. 

Affeél:ed therefore, as we are, with thefe events, we are 
not difcouraged; but we fincerely promife your Majefty our 

hearty concurrence, and moft vigorous affiil:ance, in accomplifh
ing, under the proteél:ion of divine providence, your wife and 

gracious intentions for our defence and fafety at home, and 

for recovering and fecuring the rights and poflèffions of your 

crown and fubjeél:s in America, and elfewhere; particularly 
by the utmoft exertion of that elfential part of our ftrength, 

_ your naval force. 
The prefervation of the Proteftant religion, and the Iiber

ties of Europe, are never to be forgotten by us. Of this pure 

religion, and thefe invaluable liberties, Great Britain has, in 

aU times, been a principal bulw~rk; and canno~ fail to conti

nLJe {o, under your Majefty's aufpicious reign. 

As 
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ever related to his Britiih dominions and intereft 

by fea and land ; and alfo to fupport the King of 
Pruffia, 

As the Iate fignal fuccefs in Germany fills us with unfeigned 

joy, fo it animates our hopes to fee this glorious caufe revive: 

and we do with equal thankfulnefs and fatisfaét.ion, acknow

ledge your Majefty's generous declaration, that, for the fake 

of it, you will decline no inconveniencies. 

To defend your Majefty againft ali your enemies, to fupport 

your honour and real interefis , and to firengthen your bands, 

are our indifpenfable duty. It fhall alfo be our endeavour, to 

Ïmprove this fuccefs to the moft ufeful purpofes; and to exert 

ourfelves in fupporting your good ally the King of Pruffia, 

whofe magnanimity and unexampled firmnefs are fo evident 

to aU the world, and of fuch great utillty to the common 

cau fe. 
We have feen with the utmoft abhorrence, that fpirit of diL 

arder and riot which has !hewn itfelf of late among the com

~on people. We are fenfible that it is inconfiftent with ali 

governrnent, and nece!fary to be reformed and fuppreifed. 

N othing fnall be wanting on our part, for this falutary pur

pofe; and to enforce and add ftrength to the laws and lawful 

authority, on which the liberty and property of the meaneft, 

as weil as of the chief of your fubjeét s depend. 

Your Majefty's kind admonition, of the neceffity of union 

and harrnony among ourfelves , is highly worthy of the common 

father of your people: we wi ll al ways have it before our eyes. 

And we give your Maj eft y the ftron geft a!furances, that our 

loyalty and good affeélions to y our M ajefty, and y our royal 

family, of which we have, on aU occafions, given real proofs, 

are never to be fhaken or dirninilbed. Th e prefervation of 

your facred perfon , the fiabiiity of your government, and the 

continuance of the ProteHant fucceffi on in your illufirious houft!, 

will ever be rnoft dear to us, and eifential to the happinefs of 

all your people. 

2 
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Pruffia, and -to enab]e his Majefty vigorouny and 

effeél:ually to 1mprove the advamages gained by 
the 

Tbe htemble addrefl of the Houfi of Gommons. 

Moft Gracious Soverei.gn, 

We your M ajefty's moft dutifui and loyal fubjeéls, the Corn

mons of Great Britain in parliament alfemblecl, return your 

Majefiy our humble thanks for your moft gracious fpeech from 

the throne. 

We beg leave to alfure your Majefty, that this houfe fees, 

with the deepeft concern, the fuccefs of your Majefl:y's arms 

fo unequal to the juftice of your caufe, and to the extent and 

vigour of the meafures formed for that purpofe. 

Y our faith fui commons firmi y rely, th at, as y our M ajefty, 

in your royal juftice, bas endeavoured to trace the caufes of 

paft difappointments, your Majefty will al(o, in your high 

wifdom, open better hopes of future profperities, by invigCI

rating our enterprizes, and animatin.g the attempts of the Bri

tiih arms : and in this confidence, they will chearfull y fupport 

your Maj efty in the utmoft efforts for the fec
1
urity of your king

doms, and for the recovery and protetl:ion of the polfe!Iions 

and rights of your crown and fubjetl:s in America, and elfe

w here ; as well by the ilrongeft exertion of your M ajefiy's 

naval force , as by all other adequate methods. -

Permit us to alfure yoq.r Majefty, that your faithful corn

mons, excited by zeal for the Proteftant caufe, and the Jiber

ties of Europe, do, with - mofl: unfeigned joy, humbly offer 

their congratul ations to your Majefty on the late fi gnal fuccefs 

in Germany; and that chey will vigoroufly and efFetl:ually en

able your Maj efty to irnprove the happy turn of affairs therè, 

and, in particular, to fupport your good .ally the K ing of 

Pru!Iia, in fuch a manner, as the magnanimi ty and unex

ampled efforts of th at great Prince, in defen ce of th e rell

gious and civilliberties of Europe deferve and req uire . 

We ihould be wanting to ourfe lves and to thofe we repre 

fent, not to acknowledge, with ali dutiful gratittlde, your Ma 

j efiy 's paternal and feafonahle (are fo r the ~nterior tranquillity 

VoL. III. D 2.nd 
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the army of obfervation, over the French under 
the Duke de Richelieu ? • 

The lenitives made ufe of in the front of his 
Majefty's fpeech, were not the only means ufed to 
flop a parliamentary enquiry into the caufes of 
that mifcarriage on the coaft of France; but very 
extraordinary methods had been tried to ftop the 
fpirit of addreffing, and inftruéting the members 
on that fingular occafion q; till the national heat 
of refentment evaporated in a court-martial, that 
did honour to Sir John Mordaunt, and ]eft the 
public as much in the clark, as they were in be
fore, relative to their apprehenfions of the fecret 
caufe, and with a bar to ali future enquiries into 
that mifcarriage.-It is remarkable, however, 
that the very fame party, which had diftin
guifhed themfelves by their acrimony, feverity 
and unrelenting juftice in the profecution of Ad-

and fafety of your fubjeél:s, in having been gracioufly pleafed 
to recommend to us to do our part for main taining the laws 
and lawful authority againft that fpirit of dlforder, which has 
fhewn itfelf amongft the lower people, in forne parts of the 
kingdom; and we will not fail, in due time., to take into our 
moft ferious con!ideration the propereft lmethods for dif
couraging and fuppreffing fuch abufes, and for preventing the 
caufes of the like mifchiefs hereafter. 

P The French were fo diftre!fed about this time for money, 
that they offered eleven and a half per cent. intereft for mo
ney, by way of loan in En gland. The Lords of the treafury 
offered two hundred pounds reward for the difcovery of any 
perlon concerned therein; it being high treafon to affift his 
Majefty's enemies with mo ney, in ti me of declared war. 

q See page 357, 358, Vol. II. 

mir al 
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mirai Byng, for not doing all in his power, on A. D. 
17 58 . the 2oth of May, in the opinion of his judges; 

were on this occafion, extremely careful how they 
infinuated any thing to the difadvantage of the 
commander in chief; were very tender in the pro
fecution, anà admitted his defence in the r~1oft fa
vourable light. 

Wh at his Majeily promifed, in regard to the Aél:ivity of 
r. . f h" k" d l d the miniî-leCUnty o rs mg oms, t 1e recovery an pro- ter. 

teétion of his American poffeffions and rights, and 
the exertion of his naval force ; the execution of 
thefe promifes was not delayed a moment.-The 
minifter was no fooner in poffeffion of the fenti
ments and refolutions of bath houfes of parlia
ment ; thar approved and promifed to enable his 
Majefty to carry on the war, in the manner pro
pofed in his fpeech, but he fet about the work 
with diligence and vigour; and with this moft 
neceffary precaution to attend to fu ch meafures firft, 
whofe fuccefs would naturally facilitate the ulterior 
operations. 

Domeftic fecurity was naturally the firft care of for do-

h · "ft F · h" 1 1 ft h 1 ·n me fl:i c fe -t e mm1 ry. or w IC 1, a year, t e eg1 uature curity. 

bad provided a regular and well-difciplined militia. 
An aét carried under Mr. PITT's firH: adminiftra-
tion with forne diffi.culty, and but badly relifhed 
by forne of the courtiers. Ir was therefore, no 
wonder that fu ch a falutary and conftitutioriâl mea-
fure to enforce this aét, was not carried into exe
cution, fo as to embody that miliria, during the 
interim of the minifter's difmiffion. However, 
Mr. PITT was far from placin& the fecurity of 

D ~ thefe 
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thefe kingdoms in thofe means, which wi11 ever 

diîgrace his predeceffors for their inaétivity and 

timidity. He was refolved th at neither fleet nor 

army !hould eat the bread of the nation in idle

nefs. And he had the wifdom to plan his opera

tions againft the enemy, fo as to make them fub
fervient to the great end of felf-prefervation to his 

country. He confidered the firength and defence 

of thefe kingdoms, to confift in, and to depend 

on, the naval power duly exerted: and he put 

the whole r into employ. 
He fixed his thoughts upon the conqueft of 

Louifbourg and Cape Breton, without which it 

would be impoffible to fecure the Britifh Empire 

jn that quarter of the world. But he could not 

be unmindful of the difappointments, th at expedi

tion had met with laft year; whether by betraying 

the fecrets of the cabinet, or by the mifconduét of 

thofe employed in the execution of the plan, he 

had feafonably and judiciouily formed for thar pur

pofe. 

E xpedition The early no tice received by the enemy of the 
ag:.infl: intention of the Briti!h arms againft Louifboura-
Lnuif- b' 

bo urg . had given the French an opportunity to fend a 
force fuperior to that intended by us againft that 

fortrefs: the detention of the fl.eet under Admirai 

r The lift of the Engli!h navy at th is time flood as follows: 

15 6 li ne of battl e, 1 18 frigates, from 40 clown to 1 2 guns : 

46 bombs, yachts, h ulks, &c. in ail 320 !hips of war. Be

fides four !hips of 74 guns, two of ; o, fo ur of 64, fix of 

;6, and ten of 28 guns, upon the ftock s, and in great forward

n .:fs. The laft 16 built of fir, and to carry 1'2 pounders. 

Holbourne, 
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Holbourne, which enabled the French fqu adrons 
to get to their ftation in that harbour, before his 
arrivai in thofe feas ; and the inaétivity of the 
army ordered againft it, as weil as of the fleet, 
after its arrivai at Hallîfax, fuggefted the means 
to prevent a mifcarriage, for the future, from the 
like caufes. 

The plan againft Louifbourg was revived and 
carried in counci!, and all the contingent opera-

53 
A. D. 
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tions were fettled for North A me rica. The fleet Forces for 

d ] d fi . tl. h . d } . f thi s ex pe-an an orees agam tL t at Important, an c 11e di tion and 

fortrefs of the French in North America, were f.Aor N~rth 
menca. 

adequate to the fervice. 8....,oo men were deftined • 
to drive the -French from the Ohio: and 1 ID,ooo 
men were order'd to reduce Crown Point, and to 
open a way to the frontiers of Canada. The chief 
command on the continent of North America, 
was taken from Lord Loudon, who was fuper 
ceded by M ajor General A bercrombie: and the 
forces both by fea and land, to be fent againft 
Louifbourg, were placed under the foie command 
of A dmirai Bofcawen. But the greateft difficulty 
was to guard againft the counter-armaments of the 
French; whofe powerful fleet, at the rime they 
were obliged, laft winter, to leave Louifbourg by 
the inclemency of the clinu te, bad arrived in the 
ports of Old France in a moft iickly feebl e con
dition. 

Mr. PITT neither trufted to fidelity, nor fecre- How 

cy, nor yet to his own vigour and expedition : gua.rdfted 
\ aga 111 

t hough the whole month of December was em- treachery, 

ployed for this purpofe , in the greateft naval pre- &c. 

D ~ parations, 
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parations, that had ever been known at this feafon. 
of the year: fo that the expedition fleet againil 
Louifbourg failed from England on the 1 9th day 
of February. For, though the French, at this 
juné1:ure, had no naval fhength nor land force in 
America, equal to that fl1ipped with Ad .irai 
Bofcawen, nor any commander of equal capacity 
and reputation, he judged it neceifary to provide 
ways and means to prevent their fendjng a fupe
rior s force after him, to retard, ob(hué1:, or per
haps, to defeat his in fi:ruétions and orders. There
fore, at the fame time as the grand expedition was 
.fitting out for North America, Mr. PITT fixed 
his eye upon the fea ports of France, and ftationed 
two fquadrons, in fu ch a judicious manner, as not 
only to black up the port5 of Toulon and Roche
fon, where, he had certain inte1ligence, the French 
were equipping two fieets for the relief of Louif
bourg; but to deter the Spaniards from fending 
any affiftance by their navy r to the French. The 
fiation for interrupting or preventing the Toulon 
fleet proceeding to North America, was at the 
Streights mouth: and Admirai Oiliorn had order~ 

• Their navy at this junélure confifted of, 
77 hne of battle fhips, 
39 frig ates, from 36 to I z guns each. 

II6 
t The Spanifh navy confifted of, sz line of hattie fhips, 

z6 fri gates, from 30 to I 6 guns ; four pack et boats of 16 guns, 
13 xebeq ues of 24 guns, four bombs of 1 2 guns, and four 
fire fhips. But th ' fe fhips wanted 30,999 feamen to put them 
to fe a: which could not then be fou nd in Spain. 

to 
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to cruize for that purpofe; bet.ween Cape de Gatt A. D. 
175 8. 

and the Spanifh port of Canhage na. 
The Ft encl fq :Jadron at Toulon was equipped Di_fap-

. h d . d r .1 d d l pomtment 
Wlt great expe ltlon, an 1a1 e un er t 1e com- of the 

mand of M. de la Clue. But finding the Straits ;oudlon 
tqua ron . 

fo weil guarded with Engli!h men of war, and 
himfe1f roo weak to force the paifage, he put into 
Carthagena, with his fquadron, either to catch an 
opportunity to flip by the Engli!h fieet; or to be 
reinforced from Toulon. Accordingly a fecond 
fquadron, of five fhips of the line u was equipped 
in that port, to ftrengthen de la Clue's, blocked 
up in the harbour of Carthagena. Two of them 
bad Oipt into Carthagena. La Clue only waited 
for the other three. Of which the French Ad

mirai made himfelf fo fure, thar he ventured into 
the offing and cruifed for a few da ys off the mouth 
of that harbour, that he might be ready to pro
ceed without lofs of time. Admirai Ofborne kept 
his ftation, and placed a frigate, called the Gi .. 
bral tar, to watch the enemy's motions. At Jaft 
the Qther three French men of war took their de
parture from Toulon, under the command of M. 
du ~efne, an able officer, and the fame, that 
bad done us fo much mifchief in North America. 
His inftruél:ions were, to join la Clue, to efcort 
him through the Gu tt, then to proceed with thefe 
three fhips to Breft, while la Clue made the beft 
of his way to Louifbourg. Du ~1efne was alfo 
appointed to fail with the Breil: fleet to North 

lJ The Foudroyant, 8o guns, the Orphée, 64 guns, the Ori

flame of 50 guns, and the Pleiade of 24 guns. 

D 4 America, 
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America, and to have the chief command both 

by fea and land. 
The Gibraltar frigate obeyed her orders fo 

ptmél:ually, that fhe feil in with du ~efne's three 

fhips, and led them fuch a wildgoofe chace, that 

after forty hours purfuit the Frenchmen, at two 

o'clock on the 27th day of February, in the morn

ing, found themfelves in the midft of the E.ngli!h 

fleet, without being able to come up with her· 

M. du Quefne, who commanded the Foudroyant, 

faon perceived his condition, but was afraid to 

make any fignal, left that fhould difcover him: and 

at day break Mr. Ofborne perceived forne f.l:ran

gers, and made them the fignal, which as he 

fou nd they did not anf\.ver, but edged off, he fired 

a few guns at the Foudroyant : but he was rather 

tao far to do any great mifchief. On this fhe 

made a fignal, and the other fhips made fail and 

flood different ways. Mr. Ofborne then made the 

Monmouth's, Swifcfure's, and Hampton-Court's 

fignals to chafe the Foudroyant; the Revenge and 

Berwick to chafe L'Orpheus ; and Monarque and 

Montague to chafe the other; thefe Jaft drave her 

afhore, but fomehow or other fhe got under a bit 

of a cafile. They quitted her on being fired at 

from thence. The Monmouth, being the beLl: 

going {h ip of the fleet, ftood for the Foudroyant, 

and paifed clofe by L'Orpheus, which !he did not 

fi re at: but left her to the Revenge, whom fhe faw 

gaining on her. A little afrer five the Monmouth 

and her ch,ace, having feen the fleet all out of fight, 

~~cept the Swiftfure, who was fo very far afrern, th at 

they 



'...: 

'!'!' ., 

•rf't;' 



CAPT_à.IN GARDINER. 



T HE L A T E w A R. 

they could but juft di fee rn her, were fo near to
gether that the Monmouth began to fire: at feven 
they were clofe together, and then the fire grew ter. 
rible. Captain Gardiner faid to the officer of a de
tachment brought from Gibraltar, " Whatever 
becomes of you and 1, this fhip will go into Gi
braltar." He lay on her quarter within pifiol 
fhot, and continued the engagement aH the rime, 
as clofe. A little after nine poor Captain Gardiner 
fell by a mulket bail in the head, but lived infen
fible till next day. A little afrer one the Foudroyant 
ftruck to the Monmouth; but perceiving another 
fhip coming up, fhe made a feint weak fire to fave 
he.r credit. Between nine and ten fhe fhot away 
the Monmouth's mizen mait, and then gave her 
three hearty cheers ; in ten minutes after clown 
came hers, and the Monmouth returned her cheers 
as hearty. Soon after clown came the main-mait, 
and then the Monmouth kept fo hot a fire with 
fmall arms into her, and fo defperate a fire with 
great guns, that the Foudroyant fickened, and 
the fellows could hardi y be kept on the deck. 

At firft the enemy's fire was much the quickeft, 
but in an hour it fiackened, and fiill got weaker 
and weaker for the whole aétion, withour any 
abatement in ours, but rather the contrary. To 
fee them together, nobody could believe it were 
poffible, that the fmall one could !land an hour 
againfi fo great and fine ihip. Our weight of 
metal was 24 and 12 pounders, her's from 22 to 
42 ; there Wû.S as much difference in the look and 
1i4e of the two, a~ between a frigate and a fhip of 

the 
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the line. The one had 1000 men and 84 rr ns., 
the other 470 and 64 guns. The r · ;c.tl Jt- a 
privateer taken by thP M -,mtJOuch nad boafi:ed 
greatly of tlus fhjl), and infift r->d fhe .vas not to be 
taken : ihè wou id fig he, he faid to-da y, afld ro
morrow, and nrxt-day, but never could be ta:'<r::n. 
Th1s is as gallant an aétion as ever "'"' ";s performed 
by a fingle fhip. It is greatly to be Jamented, 
that poor Gardiner did noT: live to reap the glory 
of fo great an aétion. H e tolcl _i~ people before 
the engagement, " This fhip, fays he, muit be 
taken w ; fhe looks to be above our match ; out 

Engliihmen 

w E."<traél if a letter from an ojficer on board the Volunteer pri<Va

teer, in Gibraltar bay, March 28. 

We arrived here on Sunday. The morning we came in, 
we had the pleafure to fee two of our men of war of 6o guns 
each (the Monmouth and Revenge) bring in two Frenca men 
of war. one of 8o, the other of 64- guns, the Foudroyant and 
Orphée. 

This, the Foudroyant, is the very fhip the French Admirai 
Galiffioniere was in when he met Byng off Minorca. Captain 
Gardiner, two days before he left this port (in company with 
Lord R-- B-- and the merchant our agent, with whom 
I dined yefterday) vith great anguifh of foul told them, th at 
my Lord A-- had refleéled on him, and told him that he 
was one of the men who had brought difgrace upon the nation, 
that it touched him exceffively, but that it ran ftrongly in his 
mind, that he fhould have an opportunity fhortly to convince 
his lordfhip, how much he had the honour of the nation at 
heart, and that he was not culpable. Before he expired, he 
fent for his firft lieutenant, and told him, the laft favour he 
coulJ afk of him was never to give up the fhip. The lieute
nant told him he never would, and inftantly went and nailed 
the flag to the ihfl: and ftood at it with a brace of piftols, de-

claring 
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Engliihmen are not to mind that, nor will I quit 

ber while this ihip can fwim, or I have a foulleft 

alive." The honeft tars cheered him, and~faid 

they depended on hi rn for viétory, and he might 

depend on them. 

L'Orpheus ftood for Carthagena, and the Re

venge to prevent her getting in, was obliged to 

engage her at a great difadvantage; fhe was fo 

nigh the harbour, that the French fhips were ali 

manned on the yards and maft-heads, looking at 

the aétion, but dar'd not venture out to her affift

ance ; but let us block them up, and take a fhip 

in Gght of their fleet, equal to the party that 

blocked them up. 
In thirty-fix minutes after the firft fire fhe 

ftruck; but bad ki !led ne ar r 20 of our people; 

among which is the captain of marines, and 

mafter, and a lieutenant. Captain Storr was 

wounded in the leg with a muiket bali. The 

Berwick, indeed, got up time enough to have 

fomething in the viélory; but bad fhe not clone 

fo, the Orpheus acknowledged, · it would have 

been the fame thing. The Revenge and Orpheus 

were not mu ch hurt, th at is, the fhips themfelves; 

but the other two were greatly damaged, efpecially 

the Foudroyant, ber fore-maft, though not car-

claring he would put any man to death who attempted to come 

near the colours to il:rike them, until he was dead : in iliort, 

it is the bravcft aélion, by ali accounts, that has been known 

in the memory of man. I was on board the Foudroyant the 

day file came in: ali that I will fay of ber is, Th at lhe will be 

the pride of England, and the ili.ame of France. 

3 ried, 
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A. D. ried, was !hot almoft ro pieces, and her hull was 
l758· like a fieve on the· !ide the Monmouth engaged 

her. 
Thus was this fcheme of relieving Loui!bourg 

frull:rared. For M. de la Clue not bemg in a 
condition to force a paffage, nor to efcape the 
vigilant commander of the Englifh fquadron, he 

• took the refolution and the firft opportunity, ro 
fail back to ,. oulon. Where his fhips were laid 

up. 
It was then Ùied what could be clone at Roche. And of the 

R ochefo rt 
fquadron. fort. Six !hips of the Iine and rwo frigates, with 

Intercept
ed by Sir 
Edward 
Hawke. 

40 tranfports carrying 3000 troops, had orders to 
fail from thence with ali expedition to North Ame· 
rica. Be fides 15 more tranfports which took in 
men, provifions and flores, &c. at Bourdeaux, 
and to be convoyed by certain men of war from 
the iOe of Aix. Sir Edward Hawke, who was 
charged with this fervice, made Bafque road on 
the third day of April, with feven fhips of the 
line and three frigates; and at day break difco· 
vered a numerous convoy a few leagues to wind· 
ward. He immediately threw out the !îgnal to 
chafe. Which was obeyed with great chèerful
nefs by the whole fleet . . But the wind baffiing, 
the convoy with three frigates that efcorted them 
got into St. l'v1artins, on the IOe of Rhee, except 
one brig, which was run afhore and burnt by the 
Huffar. 

About four in the afternoon, the fame day, the 
enemy's grand con voy x from Rochefort, efcorted 

x Of ..f.o tranfports, with 3000 men on board. 
by 

') 
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by the Floriifant of 7 4 guns, the Sphynx 64, the 
Hardi 64, the Dragon 64, the Warwick 6o, and 
feven frigates, were plainly difcovered laying off 
the H1e of Aix; waiting for the other convoy, 
which had fled into St. Martin's, and had been 
ordered to join the fe off the Ifie of Aix r. But 
when they found their miftake, and that it was 
an Englifh fquadron running clown upon them, 
then with ali the fail they could make, the enemy 
began to eut and fiip their cabels, and to run in 
great confufion. This was about five o'clock, 
and at fix their commodore made off : and many 
of thofe ihips which fled, were by this time on 
the mud. 

The darknefs of the night put an end to the 
chafe : and next morning it was a droll fight to 
fee all the enemy's fhips aground, and almoft dry, 
about five miles diftant from the Englifh fleet • . 
Befides, many of them, both King's fhips and 
tranfports were on their broad fides . Admirai 
Hawke feleéted the beft pilots for that coaft, and· 
fent them on board the lntrepid and Medway, with 
orders to anchor as near as poffible to the enemy's 
fhips. W hen thefe two fhips had got a gun-fhot 
funher in they anchored, and founding a little 

r The Effex of 64 guns, with the Pluto and Proferpine fire 
fui ps, ordered to join Admirai H awke in the Bay, feil in alfo 
with 12 fail of tranfports, efcorted by the Galathee, a 2 2 gun 
frigate, from Bourdeaux for ~ebec. T hey took th_e frigate, 
a letter of marque of zo guns, and one tranfport . Two more 
of which were picked up by the Antelope and the Speedwell 

floo p. Captain Hume of the Pluto loft his 1ife, as he engaged 
the lette-r of marque. 

a -head 
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a-head at high-water they _fou nd but five fathom, 

of w hi ch the ride rifes 18 feet : and every expe
dient th at could be invented on !bore and on board 

'of the enerny, to lighten and to drag the lhips 

through the foft mud being tried, fome of the 

men of war, th at day, by th rowing out their bal

]aft, guns and ftores, and with the help of boats 

and launches, rhat brought them warps from 

Rocheforr, -&c. got as far as the mouth of the 

Charante, and rendered alJ the endeavours of our 

Admirai to follow th-em ineffeélual. But our fri

gates boats eut away about 8o buoys laid on their 

anchors, and on what they had thrO\·Vn over-board: 

therefore, after deftroying the new works carrying 

on at the- Ifle Madame, which was clone next 

morning by 140 marines., landed und er the com

mand of Captain Ewer, the Admirai returned 

from Bafque "foad. 

Difables This difappointment of tbe enemy's defign gave 

:~efe:~·ench the finifhing ftroke, and totally defeated their 

equipments, for the relief of Louifbourg, and 

for the reinforcement of their army upon the con

tinent of North America. The lofs of the guns, 
flores, &c. and the damage clone to their fhips, 

could not be repaired and recovered with any pro

fpeét of arriving at their defired ports, in the new 

world, qefore it would be too iate to do any fer

vice.-Which is evident from their not ventu ring 
out to féa again. 

On the other part, our vigilant and wife mini

fter, having preverited a1l oppofition from Old 
France to the operations planned againfr ber do-

tm mons-
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minions and proceedings in North Amerrca ; and 
fiill poifeffed of the chief ftrength of the nation 
by fea and land ; he turned our whole force to 

fuch objeéts as, at once, might fecure the Britiih 
lfies from invafion, and make a diverfion in favour 
of our German allies. 

A.D. 

There were, at this rime, forne perfons of great Argu-
. h . h d . . a . h c l . ments for a wetg tm t e a mm1nrauon, w o were 10r ma <mg German 

a pufn in Europe againft France, on the Iide ofwar. 
Germany; and urged fl:renuoufly for a re ·. force-
ment of Prince Ferdinand' s ar my, fuffi.cien t to 
enable hi rn to purfue the French, and to take forne 
confiderable advantage of their difl:reffed condition: 
becaufe, it was their argument, Prince Ferdinand 
would thereby be in a capacity to bring matters to 
a conclufion; as thar would enable him to carry 
the war into France itfelf; efpecially, if the efforts 
by lanà were well feconded with a diverfion on the 
coa{\ of France, by our navy. But Mr. PITT, 

was fo attached to Britifh meafures, thar he could 
not be brought, as yet, to acquiefce in this dupli-
cate plan of engaging the French miniftry, and 
to ditl:raél: their counfels. His plan was to keep 
our regular forces in a condition to fupply the de-
mands of our colonies and fettlements in the pro-
fecution of .the war~ and to proteét thefe kingdoms 
from ail infults: and fo to employ our navy, as 
to proteét our coafts, to ruin the navigation and 
commerce of the enemy, and to weaken the 
ftrength of France in Germany. 

Another fquadron, confifting of the Naffau of 
64 guns, the Harwich of 50 guns, and the Rye 

of 
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A D of 24 guns, attended by the Swan i1oop and two 
175 8• buffes, were difpatched to the coaft of Africa, 

under the command of Captain Marfh, having on 
board zoo marines, under Major Mafon, and a 
detachment .of matroffes, under Captain \Valker. 
By this armament the minifter had two things in 
view; to defend tlut lucrative trade from the 
encroachments and depredations of the enemy ; 

who had, in the preceeding years, fhewn a very 
fl:rong propenfity to wreft the African coaft out of 

Expedition ·ÇlUr hands; and to try, if a fcheme laid before 
againft

1 
him by certain merchants of London, to furprize 

Senega. 
and to drive the French from their fettlements on 
the river Senegal, and from the ii1and of Goree, 
by w hi ch they monopolized z the gu rn trade, fo 
neceffary and advantageous in our manufaél:ories, 
was praélicable. 

Sails. This little fquadron failed from Plymouth with-
out noife, and without fuipicion, on the 9th of 

Arrives. March; and arrived2 without any accident or al
teration in its ftrength or condition, off the mou th 
of the river of Sene gal on the 24th of April: bl1t 
it was the 29th before they could get over the 
bar; and then not without the lofs of the two 
fmall veffels, for want of water, which lofs of the 
fmall craft obliged the commander to land forne of 
the men on the eaft fide of the river, in the Domel 
country. The enemy with feven veffels, three 

z Before this time the French aèmitted no nation to trade 
on this river. They put what priee they pleafed on gum; 
fold it ali to the Dutch; and the Engli!h were obl.iged to buy 
it of thofe brokers, at what priee they were content to feil i:.. 

of 
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of which were armed with 10 guns each, made a A. D. 
fhew of attacking our fma11 crafr, and kept a kind 

1758
· 

of running fire ; but were foon repulfed and ob .. Attacks. 

liged to retire. Seven hundred marines and fea-
men being landed, and the arti1lery got a-Ihore; • 
the men laid on their arms ali night, and were 
prepared to attack Fort Lewis, the ftrongeft poft 
on that river, fituate on an iQand about 12 miles 
within the bar; when a flag of truce was hung 
out, and deputies arrived in our camp from the 
fuperior council of Senegal, with article_s upon 
which they offered to capitulate. 

The capitulation was agreed to without much Fort capi· 

vanatlon. By which the Englifn were put in pof- tulates. 

feffion of ali the forts, ftorehoufes, veffels, arms, 
provifion, and every thing belonging to the com-
pany, upon the river Senegal. Ali the white peo-
ple belonging to the Senegal company were allow-
ed to carry away their private effeéts, and to be 
fent in fix weeks time ;o Old France. But the 
merchandize and uncoined treafure were excepted. 
And the free Mulattoes or Negroes were to enjoy 
their religion, liberty and effeéts, and to continue 
on the fpot or remove with their effeéts, according 
to their own good liking. 

Agreeable to this capitulati~, the French fol
diers bid clown their arms on the 1ft of May, 
and our men entered and took poffeffion of the 
fort, and of all the veffels in the river; gor the 
keys of the 11ores, papers, &c. and proceeded to 

receive the fubmiffion of ali the fettlements up the 
VoL. III. __ E river, 

22 
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A. D. river, which in general accepted the terms of ca-

1758· pitulation. 
Import- The importance of this conqueft is colleéted 
anceofthis from its produce; its benefit to England and its 
conqueft. . • f: 

lofs to the enemy. At thts tt me the Sen egal ac-

Peculiar 
advan
tages. 

tory, as called by the French, fupplied the com
pany in Old France with about s-oo !laves, 4000 

bides, 1 2ù0 quinta]s of gum, and 20 quintals of 
Elephants teeth. To this faél:ory were belong
ing five more: viz. Galem, which fupplied about 
6oo !laves, 20 quintals of teeth, and fifty marks 
of gold : Goree, 400 !laves and 2400 bides: 

Joal 100 !laves, 40 hides and ro quintals of teeth: 

Gambia 400 fiaves, 2co quintals of wax and 2oo 

quintals of teeth: Biffeaux 250 !laves, 250 quin-
tals of wax, and ~50 quintals of teeth. 

The benefit arifing from this conqueft toEngland 

is manifold. le puts tls in poffeffion of the gum 
tra9e, and makes us the merchants of that drug, 
at our own priee, to ali Europe; which we were 

obliged to purchafe with re ad y mo ney, and a great 

balance againft us from France and Rolland. lt 
alfo opens new branches of commerce, and efi:ab
li!hes the intereft and reputation of this kingdom 

ail along the African coaft, which was declioing 
before, and muft, in a ihort time, have yielded to 
the intrigue and power of France. 

Lofs to The lofs to France was very great. It deprived 
France. 

ber of the means of fupplying her colonies with 
{laves. lt eut off a confiderable branch of thofe 
refources, fl1e ftood in need of, to fuppott tho 

war. It deprived her of a lucrative traffic in ber 

own 
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own rnanufaét:ures ; and obliged her to feek with 

ready money the merchandize, that had been the 

produce of her own feulements. Which muft 
both raife the priee of French manufaEtures, and 

turn the balance of trade againft them, in thofe 

goods which can't be made and .finifhed without 
ivory and gum fenega a. -

While 

a The French African trade, under the titl~ of the Senegal 
company, was incorporated with the Eaft India company in 

1718. The direétor general for this united company refided 

on the ifland Senegal about 1 z miles up the river, which is 

little better than a bank of white fand, about three Engli!h miles 

long, and not more than 400 yards broad. The gums are 

gathered twice a year, in December and March. They begin 

to trade in February, before the firft gathering, and continue 

till May; their fecond trade begins in April, and holds till 

June. The Moors th at fell the gum, are called Auladeihagi , 

in the Arabick ton gue, and Darmemos, in the negroes; their 

chiefs are called Chems, who lay a duty of an eighth, upon 

ali the gums the French bu y. They trade at the fe places, for 

12oo quintals of gum, weighing 450 lb. each. The other 

goods fo !d at thefe two principal ports, a re about 300 oxen, 

and 400 fheep, forne ambergreafe and ofuich feathers; 50 
packs of feathers are worth a quintal of gum. At the neigh

bouring places of Senegal, they purchafe a quantity of millett, 

with which they feed the negroes, as well thofe in the com

pany's fervice, as thofe they tranfport; and even fometimes 

the French were glad of it themfelves. When the waters are 

· out, they trade to the adjacent lakes, at fo111 e of which they 

get ebony, at others ivory, peas, hides, and fometimes amber

greafe. There are fixed times and f-: afons for buying falt, -for 

fervice of the company of Seneg ·- , as we11 as the curing the 

hides, and ftated times for buying provifions. But the Iaft ob

fervation, is the time and feafon for going over the bar of the 

river, which is between April and J uly; after which, the bad 
feafon begi.ns, and the waten are out. 

. E~ The 
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While .thefe expeditions ~gainft North America 
and the coaft of Africa were fitting out, and every 
circumfpeé1:ion taken to fecure fuccefs, our allies 
had no room to complain of negleét of their in· 
tereft and defence. As foon as the parliament 
met purfuanr to their adjournment after Chrift
mas, Mr PITT prefented the following meifage 
·to the hou[e of commons. 

:GEORGE R. 

His .Ma- ü H I S Majefty having ordered the army, 
jefty'smef- formed laft: year in his eleétoral domi-
fage. . . . fi h nions, to be put agam mto motiOn rom t e 28th 

of November laft, and to aél: with the utmoft 

The o1d company of Senegal haa a fort at Galam, built in 
1700, but was carried away by the rapidity of the river. The 
new company afterwards built another, a league lower, where 
they now traded. 

They traded chiefly at Galam, in negroes, gold and ivory. 
The i!land of Goree is in the center of the company's fetde

ments, and it Ï> there the !laves are kept, till they have a fuf
ficient number, or till they have fhips ready to tranfpon them 
to their ifles. 

'The river Senegal empties itfelf lnto the Atlantic ocean in 
lat. x6 deg. north. The entrance of it is guarded by feveral 
forts, the principal of which is Fort Lewis, huile on an ifland 
of the fame name. The Engliili had formerly feulements 
here, out of which they wcre driven by the French, who had 
engrolfed the whole trade from Cape Blanco to the river Gam
bia. which is near seo miles. The Dutch were the firft who 
fettled at Senegal, and built two forts. The French made 
themfelves mafters of them in 1678. In 16gz the Englilh 
feized them; but next year the French retook them, and had 
kept them ever fince. 

yi gour 
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vigour againft the common enemy, in concert 

with his good brother and ally the King of Pruf

fia ; and the exhaufted and ruined frate of that 

Eleél:orate, and of its revenues, havïng rendered 

it impoffible for the fame to maintain and keep to-

gether that army, until the further neceffary charge 

thereof, as well as the more particular meafures 

now concerting for the effeél:ual fupport of the 

King of Pruffia, can be laid before this houfe ; 

his Majefty, relying on the çonftant zeal of his 

faithful Commons, for the fupport of rhe Pro-

teftant religion, and of the li benies of Europe, 

againft the dangerous defigns of France and ber 

confederates, finds himfe1f, in the mean time, 

under the abfolute neceffity of recommending to 

this houfe the fpeedy confideration of fuch a pre-
fent fupply, as may 

1 
en able his Majefty, in this 

critical exige ney, to fubfift and keep toge th er the 

fa id ar my." 

In confequence of this meffage Ioo,oool. was How re-

. !1 d b k · d. l ceived by unantmou y grante , to e ta en Imme 1ate y the parlia-

out of the fupplies of laft year unapplied, and to ment. 

be remitted with ali pofiible difpatch. 

However unanimous the fenate was in the retô- By the na

lution for this grant ; it was faid, and juftly faid, tion. 

without doors, that this was engaging the nation 

in a German war ; yet there was not that univer-
fal di!1ike; nay there did rather a general incli-

nation appear in ail ranks of people to fupport 

a meafure, which at any other time, and under 

E 3 another 
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A. D. another adminiftration would have difgufted the 
1758. who le nation. 

But at this time every one faw, that there was 
no jobb intended by a German conneé'l:ion. The 
caufe was real: the neceffity abfolute. The greateft 
powers in E urope were leagued with our natural 
enemy, to pull clown and ruin our allies and our 
intereft on the continent. England muft fupport 
Pruffia, and defend Ha~over, or both muft fall : 
and ihould they fall ·under the dominion or influ
ence of France, her power would grow more ter-

Reafons rible and dangerous to Great Britain. So that 
~JirT~~··ac- when Mr. PITT faw that thefe would certainly be 
qu ic!Cence the fatal effeéts, except England fhould interpofe 
to G c:1 man 
meafures. on the behalf of Pruffia and Hanover, he was 

driven to this alternative, either to quit the helm 
of the adminiftration, which would have been a 
defertion of his country, when !he ftood moft in 
need of his wifdom, vigo ur and integrity, and 
mufl: have been ruined by falli ng back into the 
meafures of former adminifhations; or he muft fo 
far acquiefce with fuch of his Majefty's fervants, 
as were attached to Germanie meafures, as to 
rnake them fubfervient to the intereft of Great 
Britain, in the courfe of her war with France in 
America. 

Here was a ftrong confliét between the duty, 
which he owed to his Sovereign, enforced by the 
apparent ruin of his country's intereft on the con
tinent of Europe, and the principles which he bad 
plighted to the people. l\1r. PITT had long op
pofed German meafures. He bad oppofed till he 

faw 
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faw oppofition was vain ; and that it was impof-. 
fible for him to ferve his country in other parts of 
theworld, and to purfue the intereft of En gland with 
advantage, unlefs he would facrifice forne points 
and forne opinions to Germany. He further faw, 
that unanimiry could never be eftablifhed in the 
King's council, while he adhered to Britilh mea
fures ONL Y. He was convinced, that Britain 
mufl: be inevitably conneéted with Germany, as 
long as the fame perfon is King of Eng1and and 
EJeétor of Hanover. 
· When we excluded the faniily of Stuarts from 
the throne, we caft our eyes round Europe for a 
Sovereign: but there was no Prince of the Pro
teftant religion, who had no foreign dominions: 
What then muft we have clone ?-havë fubmitted 
to abfolute government, been torn to pieces by a 
civil war, or chofe a King, who had political in
terefts ? It was thought beft to chufe the latter, 
however diftintt thofe interefts might be from the 
good of this nation. If this misforrune was in
evitable in its caufe, it was impoffible to prevent 
its being the fame in its effeél:. Therefore, the 
evi] of keeping confiderable armies in Germany 
is (in forne meafure) engrafted in the efiablifh
ment. Without doubt, it_ is the wifh of ali true 
Englifhmen, that the crown had no territory out 

of this ifland, that our ftrength might be kept 
within it. But fecondary caufes have difpofed of 
things otherwife; and how fhall we alter them? 
Nothing but an alienation of Hanover. For fo 
long as the fame pérfon is King of Great Britain 

E 4 and 



.7, THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A. D. and E1eél:or of Hanover, the evil will not be re·· 
1758. 

His max
Im. 

ReJ[om 
for aiding 
our all ies. 

rnoved. 
This channel being unavoidable, the only thing 

th at a patriot rninifi:er could do was, w hat he en
gaged, to rnake it ferviceable to Britain. A fhort 
conf1deration pointed out the rnethod. lt was not 
to be effeéted by the puny effort of a parliamen
tary grant of 1 oo,ooo 1. His rnaxi m was, either 
do nothing, or to do it heartily and effeétual1y.
Th.e attention and t~oops of France was to be 
drawn as mu ch as poffible th at way, to make her 
employ more troops in Gerrnany, than was con
fiftent with her intereft in America, and the fup
port of her marine, in order to furnifh fairer op
portunities for attacking her fettlements abroad, 
and thereby eut off the refources of her riches and 
power bath by fea and land. 

The difficulty laid in fi1ling up this outline, 
many fteps were required before this great end 
could be accomplifhed. Since it was impoffible 
to feperate Britain from the continent; thofe en
g:1gements entered into b by the former admini
ftra tion, were to be cemented in a ftronger manner. 
The confeèeracy againfi: the King of Pruffia being 
too powerful for him, he, in ail probability, if not 
fupported by England, _would be crufhed, as un
derftood in his Majefty's rneifage to the houfe; 
and if he fell, Hanover would inftantly falllike
wife.-The latter was the tender point, and at a 
peace it muft be regained, even at the expence of 
Britifh conquefts. 

b See page 25 5• 156. Vol. I. 
Accord-
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According to this fyftem, which, every one knows, 
was the fyftem of this time, we are treating of, it 
was the intereft of Britain to fupport the exiftence of 
Prullia, and to reinforce the allied army with Bri-
tifh troops: therefore, in order to r.uin the Gallic 
fcheme, whîch was, to make a conqueft of Hano-
ver, and with that conqueft to purchafe whatever 
the fuperiority of the Britifh navy might require, 
" the fupport of Pruffia, and the defence of Ha-
" nover, became objeEts of the fecond import-
ance." 

73 
A. D. 
1]58, 

The people of England were unanimous in their Unani-. 

d fi f r. . h K' f p n· h mous 1n e 1res o 1upportmg t e mg o ru 1a: t e fupport of 

eclat of his viél:ories had gained their efl:eem. Pruffi~. 

They demonftrated their regard for him on his 
birth-day with a folemnity and rejoicings equal to 
thofe of the moft beloved Sovereign. It was the 
time, when this vein of zeal was iwelJed with the 
warmeft blood, that Mr. PITT adopted German 
meafures, conformable to the fenfe of the nation. 
He faw it was the prefent junélure, that would fa-
vour a treaty with Pruffia: and he was convinced 
that fuch a treaty was the only method to diftrefs 
the French in Germany. This is not alledged to 
vindicate that treaty, which afterwards we fhall 
fee made with Pruffia; becaufe we have, juft be-
fore, explained the political motives, which in-
duced him to fign ir, and the views, which he 
had of drawing an advantage from ir; but to 
fhew what a happy concurrence of events there 
was to warp the people to German meafures, and 

to continue the moft favourable opinion of the 
minifter, 
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A. D. 
1758. 

minifter, in whofe known honefty, vigilance and 

well-meaning they ftill repofed unlimitted con

fidence. 

Cour. te
n anced by 
par lia-

This g rant and countenance of the Houfe of 

Commons, may therefore be faid to bring on 

thofe clofe conneélions with which Great Britain 

and Pruffia foon after were joined by treaty, and 
ment. 

the meafures taken by the Britifh mi nittry, in 

confequence thereof.-This treaty which was 

figned at London on the I Ith : .[\.pril I 7 sB, fets 

forth in the p ~ .... n.b le, t he intention of that for-

. mer treaty between their Majefties, figned on the 

16th of J anuary 17 56, tO preferve the genera} peace 

of E urope, and of Germany in parricular, the 

hoftili ties committed in the Empire and againft 

. their Majeil ies and their allies, by the French, and 

thei r incitement of other powers, to aét in Jike 

manner :. the burthenfome expenœ that war had 

brought upon his Pruffian M ajefty, and the di
minution of his revenues, in fuch of his domi

nions as were become the feat of war : the mu

tua1 refolu~ion of their Majefties , to continue their 

efforts fo r reciprocal defence and fecurity, for re

covery of the ir poifeffions, for the proteétion of 

their allies, and the prefervation of the liberties. 

~reaty of the Germanie body, &c. And then ftipulates 
wtth Pmf-
iia. ( 1.) That his Britannic M aje fty fball pa y the fum 

of 4,ooo,ooo G erman crowns, which is 67o,ooo J. 
of Engliib money to the King of Pruffia's ao-ent 

b 

in L ondon, immediately after the ratifications fhall 
be excb anged ; ( 2.) Th at his Pruffian Majefiy !hall 

employ this fum in augmenting and keeping up 
his 
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his forces, which fuall aB: as may be moft for 
the intereft of the common caufe; and (3.) That 
neither of the contraéting powers fhall conclude 
any · peace, make any truce, or enter into any 
treaty of neutrality, of what kind foever, without 
the participation of the other c. 

By the parties that figned this treaty, it fuould 
appear to be carried in the privy counciJ with una
nimity. The houfe of par1iament approved of 
this convention, w hen it was laid before them • . , 
on the 2oth of the fame month, they granted the 
money thereby engaged for the fupport of the 
King of Pruffia; and the people, in general, were 
fatisfied with its contents; except a few, who 
branded this gratuity with the appellation of a 
tribute, " in the payment of which the honour 
" and the intereft of the nation, faid they, were 
" fcandaloufly proftituted d.''_ 

Let 

. c The parties empowered to fign, and did aétually fign this 
treaty on th·e part of Great Britain, were Sir Robert Henley, 
Knt. Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal of Great Britain ; John 
Earl Granville, Prefident of his Majefty's Council ;' Thomas 
Holles, Duke of N ewcaftle, Firft Lord Commiflioner of the 
Treafury ; Robert, Earl of Holderneffe, one of his Majefty's 
Principal Secretaries of State; Philip, Earl of Hardwicke; 
and William Pitt, Efq; another of his Majefty's Principal Se
cretaries of State. 

d The fum ftipulated, by this convention, to be pard by 
Great Britain, has been branded with the appellation of a 
tribute, in the payment of which the honour and interejl of the na· 

ti on were jca11da/oujly projlituted. " This is a licentioufnefs of 
" diétion, which at once arraigns the King, Lords and Corn. 
~· mons, of profiituting their power and authori ty, and of 

_" corn. 

~s 
A.D. 
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76 
P,.. D. 
1758. 

How fup
ported by 
Mr.PJTT. 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

Let us fee the firft fiep in confequence of this 
convention. A grand expedition, to be executed 

by 

e~ combining in a meafure to dif'nonour and ruin the nation. 
" Let us examine this allegation.-A tribute !-This is a 
" token of bondage. Did the Britifh parliament, when they 
" granted an annual fupply of money to the King of Pruffia, 
~' give ,any reafon to fufpeét, that therewith they '"urrendered 
" to' him their liberty, lives and fortunes? or did they aét, as 
" if they made that obligation through fear of what might be 
" dreaded from the progrefs of his arms; or through that 
" magnanimous principle of fuccouring the dillreffed ; of main
cc taining a balance of power, for which England bas always 
" been applauded; and of favouring our national intereft? 
" Did not the King of Pruffia, in confideration of that annual 
" payment, fiipulate and agree to enter into no fecret or fepe
,, rate treaty of peace detrimental to the intereft, and witbout 
" the ccnfent of Great Britain? and to keep the fword drawn 
" againfi: our enemies, till his Britannic Majefty ihould give 
" him Ieave to !be ath it by an honour able peace ;-in ali 
" which there does not appear any thing Iike flavery or tri
" bute on the part of Britain.-How fuch a treaty with the 
•• King of Pruffia can be branded with the fcandalous profi:i
'' tution of the honour and interefi: of the nation is as unjufi:, 
'' as it is inconceivable. Was it beneath the dignity of the 
•' King of Great Britain to enter into an alliance with a Pro
" tellant King, of the firfi: rank, for his ,·aJour, and for his 
" fi:rength and intereft in Europe? Was it fcandalous to fecure 
" fuch an ally by a pecuniary fettlement, when the union of 
'' the houfes of Aullria and Bourbon, ailified by Ruffia, Swe
,, den, and other powers, threatened immediate dellruétion to 
" our trade and interefi: on the continent of Europe: which 
" would naturally have followed the conquering fword of our 
" French rivais in every branch of manufaéture and corn
" merce; or was it fcandalous to facilitate our operations by 
'' fea in America, and in other diil:ant regions, by a well-timed 
" application of fuch a fubfidy ; which kept France in fuch a 

'' frate 
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by two fquadrons and a refpeél:able body of land 
forces, was immediately fet a foot, to try what might 
be clone in this method ; to divide and weaken the 
enerny's forces, and to make a diverfion in favour 
of our German allies, by forcing the French to 
employ their troops in the defence of their own 
coail:s; to deil:roy their navigation and trade, and 
thereby to eut off the fource of their riches, and 
the finews of the war. 

77 

One fquadron confifted of four fhips of the Iine, Two fqua

feven frigates fix fioops two fire-fhips two drons,with 
' ' ' land forces, 

bombs, two cutters, twenty tenders, ten ftore- fent againft: 
. the French finps and one hundred tranfports ; and the corn- coaft. 

mand thereof was given to Commodore Howe, 
w'ho had fignalized himfelf for his bravery and 
condutt, in the 1ate fruitlefs expedition. The 
other fquadron of twenty great fhips, was com-
manded by Lord Anfon and Sir Edward Hawke. 

The land forces e deil:ined for this expedition 
were 15 battalions, 400 of the artillery, 540 light 

horfe: 
" fiate of uncertainty, dependance an'd expence, th at difabled 
'" ber from a vigorous pu-rfuit of her naturai and national in
" tereft, and crowned our expeditions every wh ere with 'rue
" cefs? This fub!idy bas nothing new in irs conftitution. It 
,., was of no other kind, than what not only Britain, but 
" other nations, particularly France, has always made ufe of, 
" to fecure an intereft to h erfelf, and to deprive her adverfa
" ries of further means of ftren gth . Of this kind have been 
·~ feveral northern princes, who were always looked upon as 
•< tributaries, or fubfervient, to the nation which paid them 
u for their friendfhip and aid, and not as holding their pay
,. mafters în a ftate of tributary fubjeEtion." 

e Guards, Firft, fecond and third regiments, Commanded 
by General Dru.ry. Fi.rft 
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horfe: in alJ,. about 13 ,ooo fighting men, 6o 
pieces of canno~ r and 50 pieces of the mortar
kind, under the command of the Duke of Mari-

. 
Firft brigade, Bentinck, Manners, Talbot and Home's re-

giment, by General Moftyn. 
Third brigade, Welch fuzileers, Lambton's and Lord 

Charles Haye's regiments, by General Bofcawen. 

Fourth brigade. Effingham, Duke of Richmond and Corn .. 

wallis's regiments, by General Elliot, 
The Arùllery. 

Second brigade. Leudon, Wolf, and Kingfley's regiments, 

by Waldgrave. 

StafF Officers. 
The Duke of Marlborough, Lord George Sackville, Earl 

of Ancram, lieutenant-g!!nerals. 

Waldgrave, Moftyn, Drury, Bofcawen and Elliot, major-

generais. 
Brigadier Elliot, commanding the light horfe. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Hotham, adjutant-general. 

Captain Watfon, quarter-mailer general, with the rank of 

lieutenant-colonel. 
Aids de Camp. 

To the Duke of Marlborough. Captain Calcraft, of Hodg. 

fon's ; Capta~n Lloyd, of the Welch fuzileers ; Captain Pa
terfon, of the artillery. 

To Lord George Sackville. Capt2in Smith, of the third 

regiment of guards; Captain Boyer, of JefFrey's; Captai~ 

Broom, of the artillery. 

To Lord Ancram. Captain Blacquier, of Lambton's; En
fign Meadows, of the firft regiment of guards. 

To General Drury. Cap tain Howard, of the firft regiment 
of guards. 

To General Mofiyn. Captain Veach, of Wolf's. 

To General Waldgrave. Captain \Vilfon, of the King's own. 
To General Bofcawen. Enfign Bi1hop, of the guards. 

To General Elliot. Enfign Faucit, of the fecond regiment 
of guards. 

f Fifteen of which were twenry-four pounders. 

borough, 
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bo.rough, grandron to the Dulr,e of that title, who, 

in his days was a real fcourge to France, and the 

glory of his own country ; but though the grand

fon was brave without exception, he can't be com

plimented with inheriting the marcial genius of 

thar Englifh Crefar, wlîo never loft a battle, nor 

raiîed a fiege. However, Lord George Sackville, 

fon to the Duke of Dorfet, the fecond in command, 

did not want either military knowledge or expe

rience in the art of war. 

The fhips rendezvoufed at Spithead : the army 

encamped on the IOe of Wight. The troops be

gan to embark on the 25th of May, and the 

whole embarkation was completed on the 27th. 

On the 28th Mr. Howe fent about failing orders 

and infiruél:ions to every fhip. The wind would 

not permit them to fa il till the 1ft of] une: but 

in the mean time the Duke of Marlborough diftri

buted his orders concerning the manner, in ·which 

the troops were to land, and the meafur~s that 

were to be taken by the troops as they came on

:lhore. The deftination of this prodigious arma

ment was not yet publifhed; and its fecrefy, as 

well as force, filled the enemy with great terror 

and alarm. 
The mifcarriage of hi-s former plans g having 

been attributed to the too earl y intelligence thereof, 

received by the enemy ; and the deteétion and ap

prehending of a fpy h at this junél:ure, required 
hi rn 

' Sec p. 320, &c. Vol. II. 
h This fpy was one Florence Henfey, an Irilhman by birth, 

.educated at Leyden, where he cornmenced M. D. and had 

a compe· 

A.D. 
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him to proceed with the utmoft precaution and 

fecrefy. 
On 

a competent knowledge of the French, Spanilh, Portugueze 
and 1 talian tongues. He was a Roman Catholic, and his 
brother was a J efuit, cha plain and under fecretary to the Spa. 
ni!h amba!fador at the Hague, and the author of thofe lettere 
intitled, the VoleE OF PEACE, managed moft artfully in fa
vour of France, and publifhed in the year 1761. 

This Florence Henfey appeared in London under the cha
ratl:er of a phyfician, and pretended that his correfpondence 
with the enemies of his king and country, commenced through 
accidentai acquaintance \\ith one formerly his fellow-ftudent, 

who was at this time employed in the fecretary of ftate's of. 
fiee at Paris, for foreign affairs. To whom Doélor Henfey 
wrote, amongft other things, a tender of his fen•ice in any 

matterJ he might want at London. Which his Parifian cor
refpondent, in his anfwer, interpreting to be a political fir
'Vice, and a!furing him, that his è1ligence .herein might be ad
vantageous to them both, the doélor, in lùs fecond letter, com
mended his friend's difcernment, adJing, " That if he could 
" obtain for him a fuitable recompence, he would endeavour 
" to make his intelligence of the utmoft importance.'' This 

produced a [alary of 1 so livres, or 2 sl. fterling per quarter 
for the dotl:or, with diretl:ions to procure and fend lifts of all 

his Majefty's Chips in and out of commiilion, number of guns 
and men, their time of failing, from what port, their deftina
tion, the nam es of the corn rn anders ; the ftate of the land forces, 
where quartered and garrifoned ; plans of ali fortifications in 

Great Britain and North America; and the earlieft account of 
enterprizes or expeditions againft France. 

The courfe of this correfpondence was fettled by the way 
of Cologne, Hague and Bern, to be forwarded from thofe 
cities to Paris : It was a common letter wrote with ink, con· 
taining the fecret correfpondence written between the lines 
with lemon-juice. This was inclofed und er three different co

~ ers, direéted to the feveral perfons entrufted with the fecret, 

who 
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On the firft of June, about break of day, Lord 

Arnon made a fignal for the fleet to unmoor, and 
he 

who conveyed them from one band to another, till the firfi: 

inclofed come to the principal, for whom it was defigned.

But fuch as he deemed of greatell: importance, he direéled to 

his brother at the Hague, for grea ter fafety. The doélor 

tried every means to gain intelligence, that might recommend 

him to a larger falary. His addrefs and profeffion gained 

him admiffion into polite company, without giving any fufpi .. 

' cion; and introduced him into clubs or meetings where forne 

gentlemen, about court, were too liberal in retailing their 

knowledge, or their conjeélures on the meafures of their fu

penors . 
This correfpondence began foon after Mr. PITT was firtl 

called up to the adminill:ration, and continued, without any 

material interruption, till the 9th of March 1758, and per

haps might have remained a fecret, bad it not been for the 

deep penetration of the Englilh refident at the Hague, who 

having frequent intelligence of affairs, tranfaéling at the court 

of London, from the Spanifh ambaffador's under-fecretary, be

fore he received any account thereof from his own court, was 

ftaggered, and put upon the enquiry, which way the Jefuit's 

knowledge could be communicated. He found that the Jefuit 

bad this brother, and that difcovery naturally fuggell:ed a 

fufpicion fufficient to make him narrowly watched. Twenty

nine of his letters were ll:opped by proper authority ; and he at 

length was waylaid on a Sunday, as hfl! came from the Spa

nifh ambaffador's chape!, by two meffengers, feized by them 

in St. Martin's-Lane, and committed to Newgate. 

His lodgings in Arundel-fireet were fearched, where feveral 

copies of his letters were found, as weil as the originals he 

had received from abroad. By thofe papers it appeared, That 

he gave the French the firft account of Admirai Bofcawen's 

departure for North America, and of the taking the Alcide 

and Lys, and of every minute circumflance re la ting to it; 

and from that time, of the failing of every fleet, and of its 

VoL. III. F deNna~ 
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~~ 
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he failed immediate} y with twenty-two fhips of the 
line. About noon, the frigates under the com

mand 

deftination ; and was fo particular as to mention the launch of 
a .man of war. He gave a particular account of the difficulties 
the miniftry met with in raifing money; and of his conneétion 
with a focicty in the Strand, who were reputed great men in 
the political world, and particularly in the financial branch. 
In one of thefe letters, dated the z9th of J uly I 7 57, t:Pe ex
pedition againft Rochefort was notified, though it is certain 
that refolution of the council had not rben been made known 
either to Admirai Hawke or to Sir John Moràaunt, the com
manders in chief; and in another letter, dated at Twicken· 
ham, the doétor, after giving an exaét açcount of the frate of 
our affairs, the condition of our fleet and army, their difpofi
tion, how many iliips guarded and how many troops lined 
the coaft of England, concludes with afferting, " That the 
only means of preventing the fuccefs of the expedition againft 
Rochefort, would be to make a powerful diverfion upon the 
coaft of England; that by thus attacking us in our very vitals, 
we might be engaged at home, and fo prevented from fend
ing any number of troops abroad fufficient to give them any 
real annoyance." Which advice he renewed in a fubfequent 
letter, alledging, " That it would be the moft certain method 
to diO:refs the government, as it would afFeét public credit;~' 
and then pointed out both the time and place, when and where 
it would be moft proper to carry it into execution. 

By what channel this fpy procured this knowledge, has not 
yet perfpired ; but the early intelligence, and the minute cir
Ctlmftances of Admiral ·H olbourne's delli nation for America, 
communicated to the court of France a few days afrer that 
admiral's inlhuétions were figned, and in which he was fo ex
aé1 as to givc the number of ihips and troops on board, the 
day of their departure, &c. induced a ilin:;wd fufpicion of his 
connetlions with fame body, befides what be coald gather in 
public converfation : and the favour he met with after con
ci<:mnation, afforded rnuch fpeculation concerning his private 

çon· 
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mand of Mr. Howe, together with ali the tran
fports, got under way. Lord Anfon, with his 
fquadron, ftood away to the weft: but Mr. Howe's 
fteered quite athwart the channel, with the wind 
at fouth-eaft, and foon loft fight of Lord Anfon; 
whofe inftruétions were to watch and intercept any 
fquadron from the weft againH: Mr. Howe's. The 
weather changing to very tempeftuous, the com· 
rnodore, a little before midnight, made a fignal 
for the fleet to lie too, leafl: it fhould run too clofe 
in with the French fhore before break of day. But 
no accident happened, except that one of the 
tranfports rolled away her foremaft, and was ob
liged to be taken in tow by one of the frigates · 
They made fail at fix in the morning, and by eight 
they could fee cape La H ogue. The fleet ftood 
in between the continent and the IOe of Alderney, 
and came to an anchor in the race, in the evening; 

conneétions in England : where the time has been, when no 
matter how much, and by what inllrument, the nation fufFers, 
fo that forne men could maintain their own power by difgracing 
their rivais in the fiate. 

For this illicit correfpondence with the enemy of our coun
try, intime of open war, Doétor Henfey was tried, conviél:ed 
and condemned to be hanged and quartered, as in cafes of 
high treafon ; but after feveral repricves he obtained his Ma
jefiy's pardon, not for any difcovery, as the world were made 
to believe; but by an extraordinary foreign interpofition, which 
would not have bad the fame weight at a court, that properly 
refented the di(appointments the nation met with in the expe
ditions againll Louifbourg and Rochefort. Enough to put the 
miniller, who was to direét the affairs of the nation, upon the 
utmofi caution to cover his intentions, till he could bring them 
into aélicm. 

F 2 wh er~ 
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where many of the fuips were driven from their 
anchors by the rapidity of the current, and forne 
of them, that rode it out, left a fiuke in the rocky 
ground, when they came to weigh. The fleet 
was ftopped next day by a tranfport's running and 
bulging upon a hidden rock, with part of the 
guards en board, who notwh:hfianding the diligence 
and expedition, with which they were fupplied by 
boat~, from the reft of the fhips, which on that 
occafion came to an anchor, had much to do to 
fave themfelves and baggage. It was eight at 
night before the fleet could proceed, and next day, 
about five in the afternoon, being be-calmed, it 
dropt anchor within three leagues from St. Ma
loes, on the 4th of June. Next rr,orning they 
we1

0
hed before day, and proceeded to the Bay of 

Cancalle; where they were to land at a village of 
the fame name. 

Three frigates were ordered to con inue their 
courfe to a battery, that rnight impede the difem
barkation. But the reft of the fleet brought up. 
Having given crders for the fhips carrying the 
grenadiers, to rnake fail with the frigates, Mr. 
Howe quitted the Effex, and went on board, with 
his pendant, one of the frigates, in which he was 
able to lie clofer in lhore than in a large fhip. 
The battery, perceiving the grenadiers in the flat
bottomed boats prepared to land, fired upon them: 
but the frigates advanced, filenced the battery, 
and the grenadiers made good their lan ding, with
out much oppolition. For, though there were 
feven companies of foot, and three troops of dra-

gaons 
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goons po!led at the landing-place, they fied with A. D. 
1758. 

precipitation, as faon as our foldiers began to 
move towards the fuore ; and nothing then ap-
peared to impede our progrefs, but a few peafants, 
that drew up behind a wind-mill at a great dif-
tance, and diverted themfelves with firing fuot, 
thar would not reach our men . 

The grenadiers being drawn up upon the beach, 
Lord Dawn, with twenty of Kingfiey's, marched 
through a very narrow pafs, up into the village of 
Cancalle; where they were met by the Marquis 
of Landal, intendant of the coaft and colonel of 
the militia, with his fervant. Lord Dawn called 
to him and told him, if he would furrender, he 
had nothing to fear : but he and his fervant 
foolifuly refufed quarter ; fo that bath they and 
their horfes were fuot dead upon the fp~t. My 
Lord took poifeffion of the village, difarmed and 
fecured the moft aétive peafants, that fell in his 
way, and kept his men on their arms ali night, 
waiting for the re ft of the ar my i. 

Three regiments difembarked thar fame tide as Encamp. 1 
the grenadiers, but they continued all night on 
the beach ; an the whole army was landed the 
next day, the 6th, and encamped. The grena-
di r and light horfe atlvan ced about a mile in the 
front of the line'; and Cancalle was made the 
head-quarters . N ext morning, the 7th, by break 

1 The inhabitants of Cancalle fled, and left their village to 
the mercy of the invaders: and it was plundered by the fol
dîers and failors; for which one foldier was hanged, and feven 
feamen Jlogged, and fent on board the~r !hips. 

F 3 of 
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A. D. of day, the who le army, except the third brigade, 
1 75 8• il:ruck their tents, and began to march in two co

M arch for lumns. The firft column, confifting of the bri
St,Maloes. gade of guards, two battalions of grenadiers, and 

the firft brigade, commanded by Lord George 
Sackville, marching from the left, feil into the 
great road to St. Maloes. The fecond column, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Earl 
of Ancram, and confifting of the fecond and fourth 
brigade, marched alfo from the 1eft, though a 
very inc1ofed country, and moft narrow raad: 
for, though 200 pioneers marched at the head of 
the column, and laboured hard to clear the way, 
the men were frequently obliged to pafs by fingle 
files ; and the lands on each fide the road were fo 
covered with wood, that they could feldom fee 
above forty yards clear of their flanks. The vil
lages, through which they paft, were totally de
ferted by man, woman and child: who had car
ried off every thing valuable. 

The third brigade had orders to continue en
camped at Canca1le, and to throw up entrench
ments to fecure a retreat, in cafe of need, and to 
efcorte the heavy artillery, which was not yet 
landed. But the guards were ordered to file off 
about two miles to the left of the firft encamp
ment, and there to pitch their tents, and caver the 
army, on thar quarrer, from whence there was the 
grea te fi reafon to expeél an en emy k. 

The 

k The following is a tranflation of a manifefto, which his 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough publi!hed in Britanny, oR 

the 
..,:_• 
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The troops in motion, advanced towards St. Ma

loes wirhout beat of drum, and in as good order 
as 

the 7th of June, the fecond day after the landing of the troops 

at Cancalle. 

•• We the high and mighty Prince, Charles, Duke of 

Marlborough, Marquis of Blanàford, Earl of Sun

derland, Baron Churchill, Knight of the moft noble 

order of the Garter, Privy-Counfellor to his Bri

tannic Majefty, Grand Mafter of the Ordnance, and 

commander in chief of his forces, &c. 

" Make known to ali the inhabitants of Britanny, that the 

defcent on tneir coaft, with the powerful army under our 

command, and our formidable armament by fea, is not made 

with an intention to make war on the inhabitants of the coun

try, excepting thofe, who fhall be fou nd in arms, or fhall 

otherwife oppofe the juft war, which we wage againfl his Ma

jefty the moft Chriftian King. 

" Be it known, therefore, to ali who will remain in peace

able po!fcffion of their habitations and effeéts, that they may 

ftay unmolefted in their refpeétive dwellings, and follow their 

,u[ual occupations; and that, excepting the cuftoms and taxes, 

which they pa y to the King, nothing will be required of them, 

either in money or merchandizes, but what is abfolutely ne

ceifary for the fubfiftence of the army ; and th at for ali the pro

vi !ions, they !hall bring in, they fhall be paid re ad y money. 

" On the contrary, if, notwithftanding this declaration, 

which we have been pleafed to make, the inhabitanŒ of the 

towns or villages carry away their furniture, effeéts, or pro

vifions, and abandon their houfes or dwellings, we fhall treat 

fuch delinquents as enemies, and deftroy by lire and fword, or 

fuch other methods, as !hall be in our power, their towns, vil

lages, dwellings, or houfes. Given at the head -quarters at 

Parame. 

June 7• 1758. MARLBOROUGH." 

By his Grace's command, BRYANT. 

F4 His 
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as the nature of the country would permit ; but 
it wq~ late in the evening before they had marched 
fix miles. The commanders in chief proceeded 
immediately to reconnaître the fituation of St. Ma- r 

1, 

loes ; ordered the ground for the camp to be 
marked out, at a little more th an a mile from the 
town. This camp was formed with the village of 
Parame, made the head-quarters, in fron~, and 
the village of Servant upon the right flank. The 
grenadiers advanced about 100 paces, the light 
horfe and arrillery about as far in the rear, and 
the reft of the troops were extended in one direét 

li ne. 
Whi]e the main body was employed in pitching 

tents, the light horfe, fufrained by the piquets of 
the whole, advanced to the walls of St. Maloes 1 : 

and 

His Grace fent at the fame time the following letter to the 

magiftrates and echevins of St. Maloes. 

GENTLEMEN, 

" We being in poifeffion of ali the country between Dinan, 
Rennes, and Doll, as far as Sc. Maloes, and finding that ali the 
inhabitants of the towns and villages, in this extent of coun
try, have abandoned their habitations; probably to avoid the 
payment of the ufual contributions : and as we are informed 
that the inhabitants have, by your orders, been compelled to 
go to St. Maloes; we give you notice, chat if they do not re

turn peaceably to their houfes, and fend their magiftrates to 
our head-quartcrs to fetcle the contributions, we {hall think 

ourfelves obliged to fet fire to them without further delay. 

MARLBO.P OUGH." 
1 St. Maloes is one of the chief town and ports of the Up

per Bretagne, is fea.ted on the northern coaft of St. Aaron, and 

jomed 



THE L A T E w A R~ 

and were faluted by the enemy's cannon from the A. D. 
•7 ss. ramparts, which killed a horfe or two without any 

other lofs or damage. But by favour of the night 
they got under the enemy's cannon, and ilipt clown 
to the harbour, where they found a confiderable 
fleet of privateers and merchantmen m, to which Ships, &c. 

our troops fet fire, with combufl:ibles provided and burnt. 

carried with them for that purpofe; and alfo to 
the magazines of pitch, tar, ropes, &c. which 
took effeét. So that in the fpace of a few· hours 
there was the mofl: dreadful fcene of conflagra-
tion, that imagination can paint, and ali the rnips 
and fl:ores were defl:royed by the flames, which 
continued all night, without the leafl: oppofition M eet with 

from the bo-arrifon, thoubo-h there was a conflder- n_o oppofi-
twn. 

able body of troops in the town, that might en-
able them to make a fally with a view of fuccefs. 

joined to the continent by means of a long eaufeway, of not 
above thirty fathoms bread, the entrance whereof is defended 
by a fl:rong caftle, flanked wi rh larg towers, and the town 
furrounded with walls, deep ditches, and a fufficient garrifon : 
befides which, towards the fea it is fecured by a fhoal of fand th at 
encompaffes it, and fe veral rocks and fmall iflands, that make 
the haven of difficult accefs, infomuch that it is reputed one of 
the keys of France. It is confiderable for its traffick and 
fl:rength, and the fkill of its inhabitants in maritime affairs , 
by which means great numbers of privateers are intime of 

war from bence fitted out, and much difturb the trade of thefe 
feas. See p. 91. 

m One man of war of 50 guns on the fl:ocks, two ditto 36 
guns each, twenty -four privateers, from 30 to 40 guns each• 
Seventy merchantmen, and forty fmall craft. There was only 
one lhip, a privateerof 4oguns faved, !he being a-float; the reft 
were haulled up imprudently to the walls, and were a-ground. 

Their 
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Their next care was to fecure provifions. So 
that when this party was returned from the con
flagration to the camp, other parties were next 
morning, on the 8th, fent to forage, and to bring 
in the neceffaries of life; the country people re
fufing to fupply our troops for ready money, and 
the provifions brought a-ihore being expended. 

One battalion of guards, and Lord Charles 
Hay's of the third brigade, marched the fame day 
into camp. One mortar and three rayais, which 
had been ordered from the fhips, were il:opped on 
the raad and rernanded on board : and the ad
vanced piquets and the fecond brigade, returned 
to camp about nine in the evening. The night 
proved a moll: terrible one with thunder, light
ning, violent rain and wind, which beat dawn the 
tems and foufed the men, as if they had been dipt 
in. water. But at feven next morning zoo pioneers, 
fuftained by a party of 500 men, were ordered 
to march towards St. Maloes ; and a captain and 
8o men were employed to level the ground in the 
front of the encampment, in arder to open a com
munication between each regiment. Thefe were 
indications of vigorous re fol mions. Y et, on the 
1 oth, in the morning, His Grace the Duke of 
Marlborough, having ad vice of a great fuperiority 
of forces affembling to attack him, and to eut off his 
retreat, ordered the whole army back to Cancalle. 
Which was clone ; though it did not appear that 
there were at that prefent time above 500 regular 
forces in that province. They ftruck their tents 
about noon, immediately marched off,' and en-

3 camped 
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camped that night within the entrenchments at A. D. 
that village: giving over all thoughts of a fiege, l.l5

8
• 

which would take up a month, in a regular man· 
ner : and for which they were not fufficiently pro· 
vided. For the walls of the town were not only 
of a vaft thicknefs, but of fo great an height, that 
none of the fcaling ladders fent from England 
could reach the top. 

The fame night the artillery was put on board ; Re-im

and the two following da ys were empJoyed in the bark. 

re-imbarkation of the troops in the mid fi: of a very 
heavy rain, which filled the trenches, of thofe that 
were left, half full of water. 

Thus ended the attempt againft St. Maloes, 

with the lofs of 30 men miffing. Whilft the army 
was employed before St. Maloes, a battalion of 
guards marched, under the command of Colonel 
Cefar, 12 miles up into the country, to a town 
called Dol, and were politely entertained by the 
magiftrates ; and their treatment was as politely 
repaid by this party, whofe intention was only to 
reconnoitre the country, and returned after ftay
ing in this town one night, without committing 
one aét of hoftility. A party of light horfe ad
vanced ftill farther, and feil in with the videts of 
a French camp, chaced them a long way, and 
brought two of them into our camp n. 

Having 

n We may guefs at the confiernation and con fu fion of the ene· 
my from this abil:raél: of a mandate iifued by the Bifhop of St. 
Maloes, for a folemn proceffion by way of thankfgiving, for 
the retreat of the Englifh. 

Sing 
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A. D. Having muftered the men on board, orders 
1 75 8· were iffued on the 14th for the grenadiers and 

wl eigh an- guards to hold themfelves in readinefs to difem-
Clor. 

bark, to complete their ammunition for that pur. 
pofe, and that the officers fhould for the future, 
take more effeélual means to prevent morauding. 
lt was intended to proceed againfi: Granville, a 
petty town well fituated on the top of a high cliff, 
on the other fi de of the bay, and about fix le agu es 
difi:ant from . St. Maloes; defended by a battery of 

' Sing unto the Lwd with timbrels, jing unto the Lord with cym
!Ja!s, &c. For God hreaketh the hattles: for amongjl the camps in 

the midjl of the people he bath deliwred me out of the hands of them 

that perfecuted me. 

-Bethulia, bcing reduced to the lafi extremity, without 

refource, without hopes of ar.y affiftance, and when itsfright-

71ed inhabitants a~jired nothing but a <Voluntary jùrrender, was 
faved by one of thofe extraordinary miracles, which manifeft 
in the moll obvious manner the operation of the almighty 

, band of the Mo!t High. Y our deliverance, on the contrary, 
bas, at firfi fight, nothing in it but what is natural ; but who

ever gives but a little attention to the whole fenes of this event, 

muft acknowledge the moft evident marks of God's fpecial 

proteftion of their ci~y .-Y ou took ali the precaution, which 
courage and conduél: could diél:ate, againft the attacks . with 

which you were threatned, and which you looked upon, as in

evitable. Thefe precautions were fuperfluous There was 
not fo mu ch as one gun fi red againft your city. Y ou hoped th at 
the troops coming ta your afii ! ance would drive away the ene
my: but the enemy did not wait for them. News was brought 
them, and they retired wich precipitation . The winds oppofed 

their return : but it was decreed by Pro•·idence that they fhould 

return by the fame way that they came; and tney have clone 

it in Cpite of contrary winds. Wbat fhall we then fay? 
lJ God be for us, <~.vhojha/1 be againjlus? 

18 pieces 
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1B pieces of cannon, upon a neck of land, which A. D. 
17 58. 

commands the town, and a great part of the bay. 

Pilots were taken on board from Guernfey and 

Jerfey; and 22 large lug-fail boats were alfo 

brought from thence, for greater expedition in the 

landing of the forces. But having weighed at Stopt with 

6 · h · h 6 h h fi b bad wea-
10 t e mormng, on t e 1 t , t e eet was o - ther. 

liged by contrary and violent winds to come to an 

anchor thar evening off St. Maloes ; and next day 

to return to Cancalle bay. The winds continued 

contrary and the weather very bad till the 21ft, 

when it growing moderate, d~ey put to fea, were 

joined by the IGs, Captain Wheeler, and four 

tranfports with reinforcements: but were driven 

back again by contrary winds. However, on the 

2 3d they failed to the eaftward, paffed J erfey, Sail to the 

Guernfey, and faw the Ifie of Wight, and 'of) the eaflward. , 

2·6rh fieered with a northwind for the French 

coaft, and run in with the land near Havre de 

Grace. But, after laying in fight of thar port ali 

the 27th and 28th; ordering the flat-bottomed 

boats for landing the forces to be hoifted out; re

connoitring the coaft, which the Duke of Marl-

borough and Mr. How undertook perfonally in a 

cutter ; and fotlr days provifions got ready for the 

men to take with them on fhore, nothing was 

executed to annay the enemy. On the 29th the 

whole fleet bore away before the wind for Cher- Towards 

bourg, and came to an anchor at about two miles Cbher-
ourg. 

from the town ; fix batteries fired on the tranfports 

to no purpofe, and a confiderable number of peo-

ple, forne of whom appeared to be regular forces, 

were 
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were drawn up along the ftrand, nevenhelefs i't 
was refolved to attack the forts ~erqueville, 
l'Hommet and Gallet, in the night; which was 
prevented by a violent wind, that hindered the 
troops from landing, and rendered it impoffible 
to fufta in th~m in cafe of a repulfe, if the difem
barkation could have been effeél:ed. Then it was 
refolved to ftand in with the whole fleet, to caver 
a general landing. But that refolu!ion was alfo 
abortive. The ftorm increafed: the tranfports 
ran foul of one another : and, as the gale b1ew di
reél:ly upon the coafi, ail the fhippingwas expofed to 
the perils of a lee- fhore. Befides the re began to 
be a fcarcity of provifions, and the hay for the 
horfes was a1moft eat up. So that this great and 
expenüve expedition-fleet returned, next morning, 
for the coaft of England, and on the zfi of July 
arrived at St. Helens 0

• 

Wh ile 

·o Extra!l of a lettt r from q.n o.ff.cer belonging to the light-borfe, on 

board a tranfport at St. Helens , J uly 3· 

'' W e are arrived he re a fe er ha ving rn ade one of the grand
dt bonfires, at and near St. Maloes, that ever was feen in 
France; ail which was executed in nine hours, wichout the 
Jeaft moleftation from the enemy; as if they themfeh'es would 
r eceive fo me pleafure from fo firiking a fl ame being firuck up 
among them; or rather, the water-pipes leading to St. Maloes 
being eut off, and a threaten of immediately [etting fi re to the 
town, if they made any refiftance, rendered them thus in
atlive, being in the greateft panic and confufion . By forne 
officers belonging to the navy of France we are informed, that 
the damage clone by our troops to the docks, King's flores, 
and fhiprin g, exclufive of private property, would require 
much more than 1 z,ooo,ooo of livres to reinftate, exclufive 

of 
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While the Britifh arms were carrying terror A. D. 

aloncr thè Gallic ihore, the fate of our enemies 
1758

' ::::> 

and the relief of our allies were determined by the 
Britifh parliament. The Commons granted 6o,ooo ?roc~ed-

r h r i' · · 1 d. 8 · mo-s tn men 10r t e 1ea erv1ce, mc u mg 14, .45 mannes: pa~lia-
53,777 effeél:ive men, including officers and 4008 ment. 
invalids for guards and garrifons in Great Britain, 
Guernfey, Jerfey, &c. and exclufive of the garri-
fons and forces Th the plantations and Gibraltar: 
folllf' regiments of foot on the· Irifh eftabli!hment, 
ferving in North America and the Eaft Indies: a 
fupply to fubflft and keep together the army form- Grants for 
ed laft year in his Majefty's Eleél:ora] dominions : ~:nG:;~. 
al'ld for pa y ment of 12,000 and upwards of Heffian 
troops : 67o,ooo l. for the fupport of the King 
Pruffia: 463,084!. 6s. Iod. for maintaining 38,ooo 
.hired troops in Germany; and 386,9151. 13s. 2d. 
for rheir forage, bread, artillery, &c. 1 oo,o9o 1. 
for paying and cloathing the militia : 8oo,ooo 1. 
for defraying the extra expences of the war: 
20,000 1. for the payment of the troops in Eaft 
In dia: 1 o,ooo 1. for the fupport of the Britifh forts 
on the coaft of Africa. vVhich grants, with the 
other proviflons made by parli.ament for the current 
year, amounted to 10,486,4571. P And in con-

of the expence of building, and the time they will take up in 
being brought to their former condition of ftrength, &c. The 
private property defiroyed is valued at much more than the 
public, which could not be avoided, the merchant iliips having 
thrown themfelves clofe in with the docks and men of war, 
and under the cannon of the forts." 

P Of which the fum of 1,861,897 }, was granted for the 
aid of our friends on the continent. 

fequence 
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fequence thereof we find that the frate of our na
tional ftrength or forces by fea and land in Britifh 
pay, including artificers in the King's docks and 
yards, was as follows : 

Military Eftablifhment for Great Britain, the 

fand navfal train of artillery inclufive - 55,000 oree o 

Great Bri- For Ireland - I 2,000 

tain. For N. America, of Regulars 32,000} 

of Provincials 3o,ooo 
52,000 

For the Weft Indies 2,ooo 
For Gibraltar and the Eaft Indies 5,ooo 
Allied army in the pay of Great Britain 52,000 

Total of land forces 178,ooo 

Naval department, feamen 6z,ooo} 
Marines 14,ooo 
Artificers to the docks, about 2o,ooo 

Total 274,coo 

Ships in commiffion 310, of which 110 were of 
the line. 

They al[o endeavoured to remove the obj eétions 
m ade by the public to the militia aét, and to en
force that aét fo r the prefe nt benefit of the nation. 

M ilitia aél: A biil was brought in, and paffed, to amend and 
imdproved explain the militia bill. By which every city or an ren-

derecl more town has the liberty to offer volunteers if they 
effeaual. h r . . . ' 

c U1t: It, 1nftead of ftandmg the chance of the 
ballot : and it is further enaéted, That 

Every 
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Every fub!l:itute is, equally with the perfon 
ferving for himfelf, exempted from being preffed; 

and the fubfl:itute is alfo entitled (having been 
called out into aétual fervice) to fet up any trade 
in any place whatever. 

Every militia man is to have his cloaths at the 
end of three years. 

Every militia man, when the militia of his 

county iliall be ordered into aétual fervice, iliall 
. . 

rece1ve one gmnea. 
The families of the militia men fl1al1, in their 

abfence, be provided for out of the county ftock. 
If a militia man iliall fall fick on a day of march, 

he is to be provided for. 
The militia can never be fent out of the king~ 

dom upon any pretence whatever; nor can they, 

as appears by the oath they take, be employed, 

but only for the immediate defence of their coun

try. 
The captains have power of making corporals 

out of the private militia men, which is fixpence 
ad vance each day of exercife; and the further va

cancies of ferjeants are to be filled up out of the 
militia men, which is one iliilling a day the whole 
year. Militia men's fons may alfo be appointed 
drummers, which is fixpence a day the whole 

year. 

97 
A. D. 
I 7 58. 

Another aét paifed for the encouragement of Seamen's 

feamen employed in the royal navy: to eitabliili atl: for bet
ter pay-

a regular method for the punét~1 al, frequent and ment of 

· f h · bi h w:J.cres. certam payment o t e1r wages ; to ena e t em o 

more readily and eafily to remit the fame, for the 

:VoL. III. G fupport 

23 
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fupport of their wives and families, and to pre-· 

vent frauds and abu[es attending fuch payments. 

Of which you'll find an abfrraét in the margin q. 

The 

q 1. Ev·ery volunteer, entering his name, ihall receive a 

certificate thereof gratis, and be intitled to wages, from the 

day of the date thereof, inclufive, upon his appearance on 

board within fourteen days, if the place where he enters is not 

above roo miles from the !hip; zo, if above 100 miles; or 

3·~, if above zoo miles; and !hall have the ufual conduét 

money, with two months wages advance, before the fhip pro

ceeds to fea. 

z. Every fupernumerary man, ferving ten days in a !hip, 

fhall be intitlt d to , his wages and aH ether benefits, as if he 

was a part of the complement; but men, lent to other !hips, 

fl1all remain intitled to their wages on the books of the !hip 

from which they were lent, until they be regularly difch:lrged, 

and in no other. 

3· Every inferior officer or feaman, turned over to another 

fhip, that is then in, or !hall come into, a Britî!h port, where 

there is a commiilioner of the navy, fhall be paid ali the wages 

due to him in the former fuip, before the other proceeds to fea, 

, unlefs the Admiralty order it otherwife, in cafes of the greatefi: 

exigency only; and, in this cafe, he fhall re:eive his wages, 

as foon as the fhip !hall again corne into a Briti!h port, where 

there is a commiilioner of the navy. 

4· No officer or fearnan, turned over, !hall be rated in a 
lower degree th an he was be fore; and he !hall have an ad vance 

of two months wages, before the prefent !hip fails, if not al

ready received. 

5· As faon as any !hip, which has been in fea pay twelve 

months or more, fhall arrive in an y Britifh port, all the wages 

due, except the lall: fix months, !hall be immediate! y paid; 

and the whole fhall be paid within two months, at fartheft, 

after the arrivai of fuch fhip in port to be laid up. 

6. The month fhall confift of twenty-eight days. 

7· The 
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The bufinefs of this feffion of parliament being 
complete, and the feafon for retiring into the 

country 

7. The captain, or commander, !hall make out a ticket, 

upon the de ath of every inferior officer or feaman, and tranf
mit it, by the firft fa fe opportunity, to the commiffioners of 
the navy; and payment !hall be made, within a month after 
the receipt thereof, without fie or reward, to the executors or 

adminiftrators of fuch officers or feamen, or their attorney. 
8. The captain, or commander, !hall make out a ticket for 

every inferior officer or feaman difcharged as unferviceable• 

and fend it in the manner mentioned in the preceding article; 
he !hall alfo give fuch officer or feaman a certificate of his dif

charge, containing an exaél: copy of his ticket, and a defcrip
tion of his perfon; and, upon the commiffioners being .fatis

fied, that the ticket was made out for fuch perfon, they !hall 
tefl:ify the fame on fuch certificate, and imrnediately deliver 
him the ticket affigned for payment, which !hall be made, at 

the navy office, with2ut fee or reward, to him, and to no other 
perfon. If the ticket !hall not have be en fe nt to, or recei ved 
by the commiffioners of the navy, the copy of the ticket in 

the certificate !hall in title him to the mo ney therein crppearing 
to be due; and, if fuch officer or feaman produce his ceni_ 

fi.cate to a comrniffioner of the navy refiding in any Briti!h port, 
he, being fatisfied aboutit, !hall fign and tranfrnit the fame to 
the commiffioners of the navy; who, within four days after the 

receipt thereof, are to fend a tièket, or, if fuch ticket had not 
be en fe nt to or received by them, the faid certificate, to the 

commiffioner at fuch port, who !hall, thereon, caufe immedi

ate payment to be made, rwitboztt fie or reward: he '!hall alfo 
· fend fuch · offic.er or feaman to the neareft hofpital, to be re

ceived and viaualled, from the time of his prefenting fuch 

certificate, until payment is made. If any fuch certi fica te be 

loft or defhoyed, or not prefented by the perfon himfelf, or 

the money due on it !hall not be paid be fore the general pa y~ 
ment of the !hip's company, the ticket !hall be cancelled, and 

the wages payable, as if no ticket or certificate had be en made 

G+ 
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country far advanced, his Majefty, not being able 
to go in perfon to the Houfe, appointed Lords 

Commiffioners 

9 . When a captain, or commander, fhall fend any inferior 
officer or feaman into any hofpital or fick quarters, he fhall 
tranfmit with him a ticket for his wages th en due ; and, if he 
be regularly difcharged from thence, as unferviceable, he fhall 
have a certificate of his difcharge, with the fick ticket annexed 
thereto; and, if he prefents the fame to a commiffioner at 
any Briti!h port, fuch commiffioner, after he bas figned the 
certificate, !hall forthwith fend it to the commiilioners of the 
navy, who, without delay, fhall tranfmit a proper ticket, or 
pay-lift, to the faid commiilioners, who fhall caufe immediate 
payment to be made to fuch officer or feaman, without fie or 
recward; who !hall be maintained in fuch hofpital, or fick
quarters, from the time of his prefenting the certificate and 
fick ticket until he receive what is due to him. 

ro. The payment of tickets, &c. !hall not be delayed, 
though the mufter or pay books be not regularly fent to and 
received by the commiffioners of the navy; but, if any error 
be made in a ticket, &c. the lofs fhall be made good out of 
the wages of the captain or commiffioner, by whom they werç 
made out. 

11. As often as a 1hip, which is not in a port of Great 
Britain, or on the coaft thereof, !hall have twelve months 
wages due, the captain, or commander, !hall caufe the names 
of all the inferior officers and feamen to be called over, and 
{hall do the fame at the end of every fix months; and, if any 
of them !hall then declare, or deliver in writing, the name 
and place of abode of his wife, father, or mother, and defire, 
that the whole or any palit of his wages, then due, except 
for the laft fix months, !hould be E_aid to fuch wife, father, or 
mother, the captain, or commander, is firiétly required to 
caufe four lifts to be made out of the perfons defiring to make 
fuch remittances, which_ he !hall, without delay, tranfmit to 
the commiffioners of tfi~ navy ; who, on the receipt thereof, 
tball immediately rnake out t\'!'O bills for the payment of the 

wages 
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Commiffioners to deliver his fenfe of their conduét 
in parliament, who on the . 2oth of June, in the 
King's name, made the following fpeech : 

"My 

wages fo allotted by each perfon, one of which lhall be fent to 

the perfons fpecified in the lifts , and the other to the receiver, 

colleétor, or clerk of the Cheque; and if the perfon to whom 

any fuch bill is fent lhall, within fix months from the date 

thereof, deliver the fame to fuch receiver, &c. with a certifi

ca tc that the perfon is the wife, father, or mother, of fuch 

officer or feaman, figned by the minifter and churchwardens1 · 

or, in Scotland, by the minifter and two eiders of the parilh, 

where fuch perfon was married or refides; fuch receiver, &c. 

being fati sfied about the certificate, lhall, witbout fie or reward, 

immediatel y pay the fum mentioned in the bill; and fuch bill, 

with a duplicate thereof, being produced at the navy-office, 

fhall forthwith be affigned for payment by the -commiffioners: 

but, if payment of the faid bill be not demanded, and a du

plicate thereof, &c. be not delivered, within fix months from 

the date thereof, it is to be cancelled, and the fum contained 

therein becomes payable to fuch inferior offic.er or feaman, 

when the lhip lhall be paid. 

I 2. The proceedings are the fame, if, wh en wages lhall be 

paid at the pay-office, or any of the out-ports, any inferior 

officer or feaman defires to remit the whole, or part of his 

wages to his wife, children, parents, or any other perfon . 

I 3· The wages, pa y, and allowances earned by any inden ... 

tured apprentice lhall, as bath been ufual, be paid to his ma

Uer, unlefs he was above eighteen years of age when his in

dentures were executed, or lhall be rated as a fervant to any 

officer, to whom fuch apprentice1hip is unknown. 

I 4· Captains, or commanders, lhall fend, from time to 

time, to the commiffioners of the navy, complete pay-books, 

lifts, and tickets, and alfo, once in two months, complete 

muller-books, under the penalty of forfeiting all their wages 

to the cheft of Çhatham, and of being liable to be farther 

G 3 made 
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" My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

W E have received the King's commands, upon 
His M ; - this occafion, to ailure you, thar his Ma
};~~~~ ' by jefl:y has the deepefl: fenfe of the Joyalty and good 
commif- affeétions 
fion. 

puniihed by a court-martial, except in cafes of neceffity, to be 
made appear to the fatisfaftion of the Lord High Admirai, or 
comrniffioners of the admiralty. 

1 s. The tickets, &c. lhall be fufficient .,·ouchers for pa y
ment thereon. 

16. Captains, or commanders, i!fuing other tickets th an the 
aft direé1s, !bail pay sol. for every ticket, and alfo forfeit ail 
their wages to the cheft at Chatham. 

17. No letters of attorney, for wages, or a1lowances of 
money, fhal1 be valid, unlefs therein àeclared to be revocable, 

1 

and the fame, if made by an inferior officer or feaman then 
jn the fervice, be figned before, and attefted by the command· 
er, and one of the other figning officers, or by a clerk of the 
Cheque; :~.nd, if made by a perfon after his difcharge from 
the fervice, unlefs the fame be figned before, and attefted by 
the mayor or chief magiftrate of the place, where he then re
fides; or unlefs the letter, if made by an executor or admi
nifhator, be figned before, and attefied by the minifier and 
churchwarde ns, or, in Scotland, by the minifter and two ei
ders of the parifh where he relides. 

18. No more th an 1 s. fhall be taken for the probate of any 
will, or letters of adminiftrati.on, granted t~ the widows, cbil
dren, &c. of inferior officers, feamen, or marines dying in 
the fervice, unlefs the goods and chattels are of the value of 
zo 1. nor more th an 2 s. unlefs they are of the value of 40 l. 
nor more than 3 s. unlefs they are of the value of 6ol. under 
the penalty of sol. to be paid by the offender to the party 
aggrieved. The cafe is the fame, as to the iffuing out com
rniffions to fwear fuch widows, &c. 

119. Whoever 
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affetèions demonfirateq by his parliament, through~ 
out the whole courfe of this feffion. The zeal 

19. Whoever, willingly and knowingly, fhall perfonate, 
or falfely a!fume the name or charaéter of any perfon intitled 
to wages, &c. for fervice clone in any fhip of the royal navy, 
or the executor, &c. of fuch perfon, or fhall procure any 
other fo to do ; or fhall forge, of procure to be forged, any 
1etter of attorney, or other power ; or take a falfe oath, or 
procure it to be taken, to obtain the probate of a will, or 
letters of adminill:ration ; in order to receive any wages, &c. 
fhall be guilty of felony, and fuffer death. 

20. When the pay books are clofed, tickets fhall be made 
out at the navy-office to fuch feamen, as have not received 
their wages, &c. which fhall be paid, in courfe, once a 
mon th, 

21. Britifh governors, minifters, or confuls, refiding in fo

reign parts, or, where there are no fuch perfons, any two 
Britifh merchants, are required to provide for feafaring men 
and boys, fubjeéts of Great Britain, who, by fhipwreck, 
capture, or other unavoidable accident, fhall be in thofe parts, 
or fhall be difcharged there as unferviceable, from the royal 
navy, at 6d. per diem each, and to fend them home with ail 
convenient expedition. 

zz. Mafters of fhips fhall have 6 d. per diem for each man 
and boy above their compLment. 

z 3. Seamen fhall not be taken out of the fervice for any 
debt und er 20!. 

24. But creditors may proceed to judgment and outlawry, 

and have an execution thereupon, except againft their bodies. 
z 5. Receivers of fe am ens wages, taking more th an 6 d. per 

pound, fhall for every offence forfeit sol. and if the offender 
be a clerk, officer, or fervant, belonging to the navy, he 

fhalllofe his place, and be incapable of holding any one of 

profit in any fuch office. 
z6. C!erks, &c. in offices belonging to the navy, taking 

fees, not allowed by the aél:, for doing any thing thereby di
reél:ed, fhall be liable to the fame forfeitnres. 

G4 which 
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which you have fhewn for his Majefty's honour 

and real intereft in all parts, your earneftnefs to 

furmound every difficulty, and y our ardour to carry 

on the war with the utmoft vigour, in order to a 

fafe and honomable peace, muft convince ali the 

world, that the ancient fpirit of the Britifh nation 

is ftill fubfifting in rts full force. 
His Maje!ly has alfo commanded us to acquaint 

you, that he has taken ali fuch meafures, as have 

appeared to be moftconducive to anfwer your pub

lic fpirited views and \viihe!. Through your 

affiftance, and by the bleffing of God upon the 

cond uét and bravery of the combined army, his 

Majtfl:y has been enabled not only to deliver his 

dominions in Germany from the oppreffions and 

devaftations of the French, but to pu.lh our ad

vantages on this fide of the Rhine. 
His Majefty has cemented the union between 

him and his good brother the King of Pruffia, 

by new engagements, with which you have been 

already fully acquainted. 
Our fleets and armies are now aétually employed 

in fuch expeditions, as appeared likely to annoy 

the enemy in the mof:t fenfible manner; to pro

more the welfare and profperity of the fe kingdoms; 

and particularly to preferve our righrs and poifef

fions in America; and to make France feel our jufi: 

weight and real ftrength in thofe parts. His Ma

jefry uufts in the Divine Providence, that they may 

be bldfed with fuch fuccefs, as will moft dfeétually 

tend to thefe sreat and defirable ends. 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

We are particularly commanded by the King, 
to return you his thanks for thofe ample fupplies, 
which you have fo freely and unanimouOy given. 
His Majefty grieves for the burdens of his people ; 
but your readinefs in fupporting the war is the 
moft probable means the fooner to deliver you from 
it. You may be affured, that nothing will be 
wanting, on his M ajefty's part, to fecure the moft 
frugal management, 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

His Majyfty has direéted us to repeat his recom
mendation to you, to promote harmony and good 
agreement amongft his faithful fubj eéts ; and to 
make the uprightnefs and purity of his intentions 
and meafures rightly underftood. Exert your
felves in maintaining the peace and good order of 
the country, by en.forcing obedience to the laws 
and lawful authority : and by making the people 
fenfible, how much they hurt their own true in
tereft by the contrary praétice. 

For their fakes, the King has commanded us to 
prefs this upon you; for their true intereft and 
happinefs are his Majefty's great and conftant 
objeét." 
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His Majefty in a more particular manner takes Remarks 

notice of the ample fupplie.s, w hi ch nad been fo free- there0n. 

ly and unanimouO y given for the fupport of the 
war. On which it will be proper to remark, 
That though thefe fupplles were very extraordi-

nary; 
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nary; and the war was carried on at an immenfe 
expence ; they were neceifary. There was no other 
way ta defeat the defigns of our enemies. Fra:1ce 
was engaged by her confederacy ta pay extraordi
nary fubfidies to Aufl:ria, Ruffia, Sweden and 

other German allies, in arder ta carry her point. 
Therefore the cafe was nothing more, than op
pofing one great ex pence to another : who fe ba
lance muft always turn in favour of the nation, 
th at ilia li be be ft able to ra ife mooey· by trade, and 
ftop the refources from whence the enemy is ufed 
to draw his riches and treafure. This was the real 
cafe between France and England. France was 
loaded with a vaft expence in armies and fubfidies, 
and deprived of her trade, from whence riches 
came into her treafury. England was daily im
proving, and acquiring more trade ; by which her 
finances were enabled to carry on the war, at a 
greater expence than France, and till France 
fuould become a bankrupt. \Vhich was- the view 
of Mr. PITT, wh en he ente red into the alliance 
above mentioned, with Pruff:a: becaufe that was 
the on! y way ta oblige France to exhauft her troops 
and treafures; while the Britifh navy eut off ali, 
or moft of her refources from America, and en
tirely ruined her trade ; and at the fame time, to 

increafe the riches and revenues of his own coun
try by new and valuable acquifitions, the better to 
enable her to fupport this additional expence. 

F::té1ions in The faélions and diftraéhons, which ar that 
~h~. Frten::hj· unéture divided and weakened the F renrh coun-
'-4Ùlne. .... 

cils, under the influence of a female favourire, 

:rer 
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were alfo improved by our vigilant, difembarraffed 
and able minifier. He was convinced by the 
cabals at the French court, for the command of 
the armies in Germany, that their miniftry were 
unable to beftow a proper attention to both ele-
ments : there was no fl:rife about the commands at 
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fea: therefore our minifter aimed at confounding Rea!ons 

them more by reiterated blows on all fides : to ~or ahttack-
lng t e 

ruin their navy, while he drew off their attention ~rench 
fi 1 1 1 . f G w· l m Germa-rom t 1e ocean tot 1e p a ms o ermany. 1t 1- ny . 

eut which kind of diverfon, France would foon 
have been in a condition to repair the damages of 
their marine; as in former times. 

The people with pleafure acquiefced in thefe Approved 

fentiments and meafures, becaufe -they were con- oEf byl_flthe 
' ng 1 1 

vinced of their falutary effeéls. They were alfo nation. 

fpirited up by the daily advices of the fuccefs of 
Prince Ferdinand, who by this time had driven 
the French over the Rhine: while, on the other 
part, the French miniftry were trying to accompliih 
that by intrigue and mifreprefentation, which they 
were not in a capacity to bring about merely by 
their own ftrength. 

The provocation given by M. Richelieu's breach 
of the convention, for the H:moverians refuming 
their arms, furnifhed the French court with a 
plauflble inveélive againft his Britannic Majefty, 
Eleétor of Hanover. In which, under the name French 

of a manifefto r' they pretend th at their armies ma~if~f!:~ 
agamtl tne 

entered Germany to maintain the peace of the J:Ianove-
nans re
fumino-

.r Publilhed by authority at Paris, and dated at V er[ ailles arms. 
0 

on the 3oth of December I75 7• 
Empire, 
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Empire, in quality of guarantees of the treaty Of 
\Veftph ali a ; and th at was fu.fficien t to warrant 
their invafion and feizure of Hanover and Heffe 
Caffel. Then they proceed, and infift, That the 
alliance between Auftria and France was not unna· 
tura} and dangerous to the German nic liberty; 
but, on the contrary, that it was quite namrai, 
and neceffary to defend thar liberty from the dan
gers arifing from the league between England and 
Pruffia. That their King had o ~iginally formed a 
defign to confine himfelf to his own defence againft 
the Englifh in N :;rth America, and thereby, if 
poffible, to preferve the advantages of peace to 
Europe in general, and to the Empire in particu
lar: and th at if it happened otherwife, it might be 
imputed to the ambition and injufiice of his ene
mles. 

They inveigh with great acrimony agaipft the 
Kings of Great Britain and Pruffia for prefuming 
to keep foreign troops out of German y, w hen 
they themfelves are bringing ruin upon the Ger
mannic conftitutions :_and accufe them of fiiring 
~p and carrying on an unjuft war, fet on foot in 
contempt of the faith of treaties, and of the Iaws 
of the Empire; and make his Britannic Majefty 
the firft promoter of it. 

They further fet forth, That the ill fuccefs of 
the unjuft and violent enterprizes of the King of 
England againft France, borh in America and 
Europe, baving changed the brilliant expeél:ations, 
with which tbat Prince's minifters had fiattered 
the Britiih nation into realloffes for the prefent, 

~nd 
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and apprehenfions for the future, they have been 
forced to have recourfe to frèfh expedients for 
allayin.g the refentment of that nation, and efpe
cially for getting from it fuch an augmentation of 
fubfidies, of which the Eleétor of Hanover ihould 
come in for a part; and that the way, which feemed 
to them the fitteft for fettling their affairs, has been 
to throw thofe of others into confufion, and at any 
rate to kindle a war in German y. 

The King of England and his minifters have 
done fo much juftice to the King, as to conclude, 
that in cafe of any attack made on the principal 
ftates of the Empire, to which he was united, or of 
any violation of the Germannic laws and confti
tutions, his Majefty's fidelity towards his allies, 
his quality of guarantee of the treaty of Wefipha
lia, bis confiant zeal for the quiet and fafety of 
Germany, would induce him to take part in this 
war, and that by this diverfion they fhould weaken 
the efforts, which France was obliged to make by 
fea, for defending itfelf againft the Englifh. 

The court of Hanover ha~ not forgot its a-dvan
tages in the plan, which it has formed for itfelf. 
As the interefis of the Britifh nation have for a 
long time been fubordinate to the Eleétor's conve. 
niency, it had two views relative to the latter; the 
firft of procuring to his Eleétoral Highnefs large 
fubfidies, by arming the Hanoverians for fuppoït
ing the King of Pruffia's enterprizes, and thus 
weaken the King's operations for the defence of 
the liberty of the Empire, and that of the ftate3 
of the allies. 

3 The 
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The fecond view has been to convert the war 
of Germany into a religious war, in order to gain 
to themfelves the fupport of the proteftant Princes. 
I-Ience a double advantage was to refu!t: if thefe 
Princes by their fuccours facilitated the execution 
of the defigns of their Britannic and Pruilian Ma
jePcies, an increafe of authcrity and power was 
rhus procured to the Eleé1:or of Hanover, to the 
detriment of his neighbours, both catholic and 
protefl:anrs; and this is known to have long been 
the favourice objeét of his ambition : if, on the 
other hand, the fucce!fes fhould fail, a great part 
of the damages to be fufb.ined was to be thrown 
on the allied Princes. 

When the war, which had been meditated by 
the King of England, Eleétor of Hanover, in 
concert with the King of Pruilia, had broke out 
in German y ; the ideas, w hi ch thefe two Princes 
had formed from the King's fidelity to bis engage
ments, were not 1mfraken; the fiates of the Em
pire attacked by the King of Pruffia, together 
with the Princes, who had mofr at heart the Ger
mannic fyftem, applied for aŒfrance to his Ma
jefty, both as an ally of the Empire and guarantee 
of the treaty of vVeftphalia, as in virtue of his 
alli::mces me rel y defenfi ve with fe veral courts of 
Germany; and though the King was engaged in 
a perfonal and onerous war with England, he did 
not hefitate to form the generous refolution of 
employing the gre:ltdt part of his forces in the 
defence of his allies, and the maintenance of the 
laws of the Empire, and of the Germannic fyftem~ 

threatned 
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threatned with a total fubverfion from their Britan- A. D. 
nic and Pruffian Majdties, both as Kings and 
Eleél:ors. 

The King of En gland was confcious, thar every 
kind of reafon authorifed his Majefl:y not to make 
the chimerical difiintlion, he was for efl:ablifhing 
betwixt his quality of King and that of Eleétor; 
efpecially when one raites a war and pays the cofl:s, 
and the other takes upon bim the execution of it. 

At Iength the Hanoverians having provoked 
his Majefty's troops by hofl:ilities of every kind, 
the moment came for repelling force by force, 
and to make them and their allies repent of their 
outrages ; and viétory feconded the jufl:ice of the 
King's arms, by the fucceffive advantages which 
the French troops obtained over them. 

They then come to the convention of Clofrer .. 
Seven, as follows : 

But the King's generous fentiments bave never 
fhone with greater lu!tre than in the capitulation 
of Clofrer-Seven. The Hanoverian army being 
forced to fly before that of the Marfhal de Riche
lieu, had been obliged, as its laft fhift, to betake 
itfelf to Stade. In a more dangerous condition 
it could not be. It was the concern of the Duke 
of Cumberland, General of the Hanoverians, be
fides fearing the juft difcontent of his allies, which 
was near breaking our, to fave his troops from the 
total deftruétion, with which they were threatned, 
to fecure the treafure of the King his father, and 
to hinderthe dutchies of Bremen and Verden from 
becoming the theatre of the war, and to exempt: 

ali 

'7 ss. 
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ail the King of England's dominions in Germ any 
from the miferies confecutive to a general defeat, 
and which by a concurrence of circumftances would 
have been but too juftifiable. 

It was no favourable conjunéture for foftening 
the viétor. The King of England was fending 
away a very {hong fq uadron, wirh land forces, for 
a defcent, with a defign of making themfelves 
maf.lers of Rochefort, or at leaft burn the docks, 
the ftorehoulès; in a word, to commit ail poffible 
hoftilities on the coaft of France. 

Befides many fubjeéts of apprehenfions for the 
defeated party, there was one of greater weight 
th an all the others ; paft experience feemed to have 
infpired a grounded miftruft of any propofal from 
the King of England, Eleélor of Hanover; of 
this the Duke of Cumberland had recent proofs. 
After he had been obliged to retreat into the 
dutchy of Bremen, he had propofed a neutrality, 
and it was refufed him ; he had acquainted the 
French miniftry, that he was authorifed by full 
powers from the King his father, to treat of a 
peace, of a neutrality, or of a preliminary ac
commodation; and the King, faichful to his allies, 
would hearken to no propofal bu.t in concett with 
them. 

From ali thefe reafons, the Duke of Cumber
land did not believe that he fhould be able, by 
himfelf, to obtain the capitulation, which alone 
could fecure him from ali the feveral dangers he 
had to fear; but being informed of the King's 
gr~at regard for the King of Denmark> his ally, 

he 
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he implored the affiftance of that Prince, and got 
à ceffation of arrris to be propofed to the Marfhal 
de Richelieu by the negociation of the Count de 
Lynar, the King of Denmark's riiinifiér, and 
under his Dani!h Majefty's gùarantee. 

Od this propofal the Madhal deliberated which 
was beft for the E.tnpirë, to grant or refufe the 
capitulation. By the latter he anf wered the King's 
juft vengeance; in the former he èonfidered the 
advantages of keeping the Harioverians and theif 
allies inaEtive during_ the temainder of the w~r, 
and confequemly of refetving his troops for march
ing without delay tb Halberftadr, arid by the èè
lerity of his operations to haften the evacuation of 
Saxony, and the reftoration of the peace in Ger
many. As the King;s fentiments were perfeEtly 
known to him, he immediately prèferred that 
meafure, whith he judged might be moft beneficiai 
to the Empire and the allies of France, and he 
granted the capitulation or Ii1ilitary èorivention, 
which the Duke of Cumberland offerëà to him 
through the Cou nt de Lynar. 

The King, fuch was his zeal for hîs àllies and 
for the Empirè, âpproved of the Marfhal de Riche
lieu's conduét, and to ftrengtlien thë capitulation 
propofed the adding of forne explications, which 
fhould fo clearly fix its rrteàning, as to obviate 
any mifinterpretations. Thefe explications werè 
of the following tenor. 

1. That the teffation of hoftÎlities fhould laft 
during the whole time of the prefent w"r. 

VoL. Ill. .l-i :a. That 
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A. D. 2 • That the Hanoveri!.n troQps, which were to 
i75 8· go on the other fide of the Elbe into the dutchy 

of Lawenburg, ihould noç çome put of it, and~ 
together with the troops remainin& on this fide, 
fhould not commit ~ny hoftility neither againft the 
King, t:lor againft his allies ; anq that the French 
troops likewi(e fhould not commit any hofiilities 
againft them. 

3· Thar no Englifh troops ihould be admitted 
1nto the dutchies of Bremen and Verden. 

4· That the troops, both the Hanoverians and 
th9fe of the auxiliaries, ihotlld not ferve during 
the prefent war, either againft the King, or againft 
his allies, nor join thofe of the King of England, 
nor thofe of his allies. 

Had there on the (ide of the court of Hanover 
been the fame good faith as O{l the King's fide, 
thefe eJÇplications would have met with no difli
culty . 

. The fenfe they offer had been contained in the 
ronventions of the 8th and Ioth of September, 
either in equivalent terms, or by a natural infer
ence; and fo juft were they~ that the Count de 
Lynar, towhom they were delivered, judged them 
to be the true mean~ng, in which the convention 
had been underfiood : and the court of Copen
hagen was of the fame opinion. 

They then endeavoured to {hew, that thefe ex
plications were virtually contained in thè conven
tion, that though not agreed roJ th~ com;ention 
remained in full fo~ce, and that the Danifh mini
fier was of this opitüon. After thi-s they go into 

I a long 



-ra E L À t E vv A R.~· 

a lono- and tedious account of the behaviour of A. D 

the Hanoverians, Heffians, ahd vVolfenbuttlers, 175
8
• 

and the metliods which the Hanoverian Generais 
took to deteive the French General, by making 
him believe, that they were refolved to obferve 
punétually the convention, while at the fame time 
they were concerring wirh the King ()f Pruffia, 
and preparing to recommence hofi.ilities, as foon 
as they !hou Id fi nd a favourable opporrunity, by 
the French army's being difperfed into winter 
quarters; and this fecond part they conclude as 
follows. 

'' One refleét1on !hall put a petiod to this de· 
tail. If the Duke of Cumberland afked to capi
tulate, it was becaufe he found himfelf in a criti
caf pofition; and juftly feared thar, ihould the 
Marfhal de Richelieu attack hini, he would ruin 

the Hànoveriari army · irretrievably, arid rnake 
himfelf mafter of the town of Stade, and of the 
depofitum lodged there. Had not his fituation 
been fo dangerous in every refpeét, can it be fup· 
pofed thar a Prince, whofe courage all Europe has 
beheld, would have afked to capitulate at the 
head of an army of near 4o,ooo men, under the 
cannon of the town, and in a poft of difficult 
accefs and well irttrenched ? But this Prince, whofe 
capacity gave him to perceive, that no retreat re
mained for him in cafe he fhould be beaten, pre .. 
ferred the glory of faving the King his father's 
troops, and thofe of his allies, to the vain honour 
of fighting the King's army, without any ground~ 
ed hope of fuccefs . The more of his felf-love he 

H :i had 



116 

A.D. 
1758· 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

had by this ftep facrificed to the good of man~ 
kind, and the intereft of the King his father, the 
more facred and inviolable did the capitulation, 
which he had aiked and obtained, become to him. 
it is unqueftionable in the rules of honour and 

. war, that a capitulation is never to be afked of an 
cnemy till at an extremity; but when reduced to 
ir, it is not lawful to employ thofe arms againft 
him, which by promife were to be laid clown. 
Honour would look on fuch a procedure with in
dignation ; and if private perfons deteft a treachery 
of this nature, is it not ftill more unworthy of 
fovereigns, who are the proteélors of good faith, 
and who are more concerned than private perfons 
to preferve their glory and reputation ? 

Accordingly the Duke of Cumberland, by Jaying 
dawn his military employments, was for faving 
himfelf the infamy of breaking fuch facred en
gagements ; he has proved by thar ftep, that he 
is incapable of being fo far wanting to himfelf; 
but in fheltering his own honour, wh y has he not 
been afraid of -expofing that of the King his fa
ther? 

If the King of England, Ele8:or of Hanover, 
on his receiving advice of the capitulation had dif
owned the Duke of Cumberland his general and 
fon, ftill would the King have had caufe of corn~ 
plaint, rr,ilitary conventions not requiring a rati
fication ; but, at leaft, there would have been in 
this proceeding an appearance of good faith. But 
to temporize during n~ar three months, in feeking 
occafion ~or breaking the capit'ula.tion with impu-

nicy 
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nity, let the French army march away for Hal

berftadt, wait till it was feparated in the bad fea~ 

fon, lay hold of the circumftances of a check to 

come out of the prefcribed limits, under pretence 

of extending quarters, afterwards taking advan
tageous pofts, equally contrary to the convention; 
make every difpofition for the fiege of Harbourg, 

without any previous declaration of war; and 

when all thefe preparations are made, and the 

enemy is thought to be fufficiently weakened and 

deceived, to be fought -~ith advantage, to de!=lare 

to him, that hoftilities are to be renewed, and that 

the capitulation is looked on as broken, at the 

very fame moment thar the troops are marching 

to him, and his poils are attacked ; to engage one 

Prince, by feducement, to violate this capitulation, 
and to hinder another by open force from execut

ing it ; to imprifon the general of the latter, and 

detain his troops, and take away his r fon from 

him ; to make him [erve as an inftrument to the 

treachery; this is trampling on the law of nations, 

on the laws of jufl:ice, honour, and good faith; 

the rights of the fovereignty of the States of the 

Empire; the ties of nature and of blood; it is to 

fear neither the judgment of cotemporaries, or of 

pofterity; it is wilfully branding one's life and 

memory wirh an indelible mark of infamy; in a 

word, it is daring to fet up and give a fanétion to 

the pernicious maxim, " That every means is 

lawful to obtain one's end." 
Principles and procedures fo heinous are to be 

attributed on1y to the artifices and ~vil councils of 

• r This alllldes to the Dllke of Bmnfwick. See p. I z 3· vol. iii. 

:~.:J corrupt 
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corrupt minifters. To fufpeét l?rinces themfelves 
of fuch principles, would b~ waQting to ~he refpeét 

due to them. 
After the preçeding faithful reprefentation of 

~he King's conduét, and that of the King of Eng
land, Eleétor of H4nover, ali Europe, and efpe
cially Germany, may eafily jt;~dge of the differ
ence of the intentions of thefe two Princes, and 

~t is hope~, that they will impute the qlame of the 
confequences of this war to thofe only, who, ÎQ 

çontempt of all laws <t;n ~ all rules? haye again 
taken. up anns to hinder the conclufion of ir. 

This ·is the cau fe of ali fovereigns, but efpeci
ally that of the Empire; it being the bad faith 
of the Hanoverians, whiç:h has retarded the fuccefs 
of the King's operations for reftoring the peace 
of Germany ; and their unjvfi: ~nd violent pro
ceedings, both towards ~he ~ing and the Duke 
of Brunfwick, are a frelh breach cf the public 
peace, and of the treaties. of Wefiphali~. · 
· The King will omit nothing to acquit himfelf 
!9f what he:; owes to his dignity, injured by the 
putrage clone him by the court of Hanover. · As 
to ~he Germannic body, his Majefty V!Îll redou
ple his efforts for preferving it from the new 
d~ngers with whi~h it is threatened ; and fulfil 
t!Ie engage~1ents he h~s entered into both with 
his allies and the Empire. He is perfuaded that 
~he E~eétors, Princes, 4nd States, will do jufiice 
~othe uprightnefs and generoiity of his fentiments; 
and he with the greater confidence hopes they wili 
fe~9P9 his meafures and operations, as agree~bly 

tq 
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to the wiih and refolution of the diet, they tend A. D . 

. only to fuccour the allies of France, to maintain '75 8• 

the Germannic fyftem, and to reftore order and 

peace in Germany." 
This manifello, to blind the eyes of the I.ts mil· 

neutra] potentates, and to put the beft glofs upon uves. 

their caufe, by a new commiiforial decree to the 

dyet of the Empire, for affiftance againft the King 

of Pruilia s, w as foon followed by a refolu. 
ti on 

s His Imperial Majelly, · after having capitulated therein 

the efforts he has jointly made with France, to defend the 

liberty of the Empire, to deliver the Saxon territories from the 

yoke they groan under, and reftore tranquillity to Gerrnany, 

takes notice of the confiant oppofition his Pruffian Majefty has 

perfifted in, by paying as little refpeél: to the citation to ap,. 

pear and anfwer to the ban of the Empire iffued againft him, 

as Eleél:or of Brandenburgh, as to the refolutions, which his 

Imperial Majefiy and the Empire took, in confequence of the 

meafures he purfued, till the hattie of the 5th of November, 

near Rofbach: upon which the Emperor obferves, that though 

the attempt made on that occafion did not anfwer the end, for 

which the army of the Empire, and that of France, marched 

towards Saxony; yet the lofs they fuftained did not hinder 

them from keeping at hand to proteél: the ftates of the Em

pire, that might have been expofed to new vexations. The 

decree concludes with thefe terms: 

" We perceive but too plainly the defign formed by the 

King of Pruilia, Eleél:or of Brandenburg, to carry his rebel

lion to the higheft pitch. Confequ cntly, it is necelfary to 

oppofe him by ail poffible means, and for this purpofe to 

make ufe of ali the forces that can be employed therein. 

His Imperial Majefty, by his refcript of the 311l of May laft. 

}las ~lready apprized the ci rel es -of the Upper Rhine and Swa-· 

hia, 9f the projeél:, which the King of Pruffia, Eleéror of Bran

pçppur~h, fee!Ded to have formed for maki.ng irruptions into all 

li 1 th(; 
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A. D. tion in the French council to recal the Duke of 
175 8

· Richelieu. He was fuperceded by the Count de 
C ount de r Il. f h h 1 
Cl ermont Clermont, occafioned by the di1gU1L o t e w o e 
fupercedes army in Lower Saxony, with their madhal and 
the M . 
Duke de commander in chief, for his miibehaviour towards 
R içhelieu. 1 ét f h r Id' h his officers, and neg e o t e 10 1ers ; w o were 

reduced to a moft defpicable condition, for want of 
neceffaries, by his rapaçioufnefs. ~ 

L andgrave During the winter ceffation of arm~ we met 
~an~~·~e with a moft forbidding inftance of trufi: to the 
~-ea ty with fidelity and firmnefs of a German ally, in the 
4,. r4nce, 

· , Landgrave of Heffe Caffel. A fubfidiary ally, 

retained by a large penfion in time of peace, when 
his friendfhip could not avail; a,nd whofe enmity 
can never hurt Great Britain, but in fuch con
junÇI:ures, when foreign and domeftic quarrels 
or commotions fhall require an auxiliary aid : 

But expeéting, from appearances, that the caufe 
of Hanover was in a ]ofing çondition, this merce

nary ally, though a principal in the difpute, and 

conn~tted with Great Britain by the ties of folemn 

the fi;ltes of the Empire, one after another, in arder to draw 
from th em, by oppreffive methods, new fupplies; to confirai!l 

~he ruined fubjeéts therf;!of to enlift in his troops, and by this 

Jne ans to effeél: the total deftruélion of the Empire. His Im

peri al Majefty therefore expeél:s, that the Eleél:ors, Princes 

and States of the E mpire in general, and every one of them 

jn p~trticular, will perfift in the zeal they have hitherto lhewn, 
and redouble their efforts to give the Prince of Saxe-Hild

b uq;haufen the neceifary fupplies for maintaining the troops, 

ftnd every thing requifite, in order to oppofe in the moft vi
garous manner an Eleél:or who menaces the whole Empire, 

rm~ prçrent hjs pen~traçin~ in~o the mgft dinant circles, &c.l' 

ne~ties~ 
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treaties, and of gratitude and honour, fued to be 
inlifted into the fervice of our common enemy. 
He commiffioned the minifter of the Duke de 
Deuxponts, to prefent and neg~)Ciate a plan at 
Verfailles in his name, by which the Landgrave 
.of Helfe CafTe! propofed" to enter into no engage-
ment againft the King of France and hi3 allies: 
to giv.e no affiftance direêtly nor indireétly to the 
enemies of his Majefty and his allies : never to 
give his vote in the general or particular alfemblies 
of the Empire, againft his Majefty's intereft; but 
to employ his intereft, jointly with France, to 
quiet the troubles of the Empire; and to engage 
his troops, then in the Hanoverian army, to ferve 
France : on condition that they fhould not aél: in 
the prefent war againft his Britannic Majefty: 
lhat his dominions ihould be immediate1y re-
ftored in the condition they were in, when fub-
dued by the French forces ; exempt from ali fu-
ture contributions of all kinds; guaranteed, and 
e.ffeétually defended againft any attack made upon 
them in refe.Qtment of this convention ; and ex-
cufed from furnifhing his contingent in the army 
of the Empire, and from paying the Roman 
rnonths. 

121 

A. D. 
17S8. 

The fame ft a te-trick was played by the Duke of Treaty of 

B r. · k h r. r · · · h h" B · · the Duke run1WlC , w 01e comangmmty Wlt IS ntanmc of Brunf-

l\1ajefty might have polfelfed him with better fenti- wick with 
F rance 

ments. The Duke fubmitted to the following · 
terms of neutralîty. That the cities of Bnmfwick 
p.nd W olfenbuttle !hould receive a French garri-
fon, ~uing çhe war, whiçh might ufe at their plea-

fure 
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.A. D. f"ure the artillery, arms and military flores found 

t/5 8· ih them: That the Duke's forces fhould be re-

talleti from the Hanoverian army, diibanded, dif

atrned artd fworn not to fetve againfl: the King or 

his allies during the war. Thar he fhould be al-

1owed a body-guard of one battalion of foot and 

two fquâdrons of horfe, fubjett to the regulations 

made by the M. Duke de Richelieu and the i~
tendaht of his army : That the Duke Ihould pay 

the Roman months, and fupply his contingent tà 

the Imperial army : and that he fhould vote in 

the dyet at Ratiibon, conformable to the refolu

tions approved and confirmed by the Emperor: 

On condition of his being reftored to the favour of 

the French King, thar neither his revenues nor 

treafure fhould be touched, nor his adminiftration 

of juilice invaded, and that nothing further fuould 

be denianded of him, Qut winter-quarters for the 

corps defl:ined to pafs the winter in the dukedom 

of BrunfwicÎ<:. 

This convention with France and Aufhia was 

figned at Vienna, by his min_ifter, fo early as on 

the zoth day qf September 1757, but neirher the 

Landgrave, nor this Duke had it in their power to 

perform their parts of thofe covenanrs. The dif

patch, with which the Brunfwick treaty was nego

ciated at Vienna, hurried its ratîfication. But 

the delay which the Heffian treaty met with, in 

the confufed court of V erfailles, protraéted the 

{lgning rhereof till a reverfe of their fortune in

fp~red the Landgrave \Vith fentimenrs more to hi:i 

~g~ 
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advantage, which, at ail times, feem~ to h~ve A. D. 

l758· been his ruling maxim. 
As for the Dul{e of Brunfwick, it appears, frorn His com

Jlis expoftulatory lettér to Prince Ferdinand, his ;~a;~~fl: 
brother, invefted with the command of the Hano- Prince Fer~ 

~erian ~rmy ,' and refuming the operation~ of wa~, rlin'!-nd. 

after the convention of Çlofter-Seven, againft 
~he French ; th at he WiJ.S refol ved td av ail himfelf 

of a neptrality, on the conditions abovè-recitedr 
In which the Duke complained that th.e Ptincè 
had feduced hjs troops, decoyed his fon and dif-
graced his family ; threatening to ufe force for en-
forçing a compliance to his commands, if his · fon 
did not, according to -his command, quit the army 
and maJ<e the tour of Bolland; and if his troops 
were not fent home to be difarmed and difbanded. 
However Prince Ferdinand remained fitm in his 
refolurion. He kept both the troops and the 
Puke's fon, with their own conf~nt; and their bra,. 
very and fqccefs, in a little time, infpired the fa .. 
ther with better fentiments, in regard to his con 7 

neétions with his new allies ; reconciJed him tQ 
his fon, and made him to approve of meafures_ 
quite contrary to the treaty he had made with the 
enemies of h~s Britannic Majefty, lileétor of H~-
pover. 

Neverthelefs, by this defeCtion of the HeffianS' Remark\ 

find Brunfwickers, the French gained forne con- thereon. 

fiderable advantages. It accounts for the civi-
Fties and progrefs their arms met with in the 
~andgravate ofHeffe; which country, had it beert 

~n4er the dominion of a f~ft, uncorrupt, fl:eady 
· friçn4-
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A. D. friend to England, might have given the French 
•758· fuch a check, as to have prevented many difafiers 

both to that Landgravate and to their neighbour
ing ftates. And it put the Duke de Richelieu in 
~uiet poffeffion of Brunfwick without a ftroke, or 
lofs of time. 

Operations U nder aU thefe difadvantages Prince Ferdinand, 
• ot th~ Ha- by detached parties, kept the French army, even 
~venans. f r: . k<~ . . l l to the gates o Bruntwlc , m contmua a arm, 

and cleared the whole territory of Bremen. This 
progrefs of the Hanoverian army, threatning an 
entire repulfe of the parties pofted by the French 

. in th at part of the country, the Duke de Broglio 

Brem en 
forced to 
furrender 
to the 
French. 

was detached with a confiderable body of troops, 
drawn out of Orterfbourg, Rotbenburg, &c. and 
advanced toward Bremen. He threatned the in
habitants with the utmoft rigour of military exe
cution, in cafe they dared to make any oppofirion. 
The deputies fent by the magifirates to know his 
will, and àefiring time to deliberate, could ob
tain n9 other anfwer, than " not a moment can 
" be allowed,-rhe Duke de Richelieu's orders 
" are peremptory, and admit of no delay." How
ever the magifrrates were not intimidated. But 
when the in habitants faw che heavy cannon brought 
tlp within mufket-fhot of their city, fcaling lad
ciers fixed to their walls, and the gares ready to be 
forced open, they, by earneft importunity, pre
vailed with them to comply with the d mand of 
the French general. But not till he had pro
mifed, upon his honour, th at no violence fhould be 
offered, nor alteration fhould be made to the preju-

dice 
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dice of their rights, privileges and government, A. D. 

1])8. 
nor to the li~erty, religion and commerce of the 
inhabitants . How _honourably Broglio would have 
kept his word is uncertain. For, on the 21ft ofThe 

P . F d' d b . . . d b French n,.. February, nnce er man emg JOine y a before 
body of Pruffian horfe, under the command ofP.rince~er-

. <lmands 
Prince George of Holftein Gottorp, marched with army. 

the main body of his army, to d~ive the French · 
from thence. In his way he diflodged the1~1 from 
Rattenburg, garrifoned by 150 men, who· were 
made prifoners of war, after fix hours re fi france : 
and from Otterfberg, which the Prince found de
ferted ; but they had left ali their artillery and 
ammunition. Verden was alfo evacuated on ad.: 
vice of his approach. His Highnefs then di
reéted his march to Bremen, of which he too,k 
quiet poffeffion, the French having quitted that 
city on the 24th of February. • 

Here Prince Ferdinand received advic~hat the Their mi

Madhal Duke de Richelieu was fuperceded in his feradb!e_ con ltlon., . 
command by the Count de Clermont, and that 
the new commander only waited the return of a 
courier to determine the ulter~or operations of the 
French army in Lower Saxony, which was re-
duced to fuch a weak frate by the accidents of 
war, the want of neceffariès, the feverity of the 

.feafon, and by ficknefs, that it was not in a con-
dition either to take the field, or to main tain their 

conquefts. Count de Clermont found his coun
trymen in fuch a deplorable condition, that he 
wrote to his fovereign, " He found his Majefty's 
~~ army divided into three bodies, one above 

~ ' g round, 
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cc ground, who were become a parcel of thieves 
" and vagabonds, and ali in rags ; another un.;. 
" der ground; and the third in the hofpitals.'' 
Therefore he defired his Majefiy's inftruétions, 
w hether he fhould endeavour to bring the firft 
awqy, or wliether he iliould ftay till it had joined 

the other two. 
Difficu1ties Be that as it will, it 1s apparent that Clerrpont 

:;:o~~t~~- had been hurried away to the ~rmy with fuch 
by Count hafte, for fear of a g_ eneriil tnutiny, that he neither 
de Cler-
mont. carr\çd difcretionary orders along with him; nor 

proper inftruél:ions for withdtawing his army from 
that country. And his bad circurnftances were f<1 
perfeétly known to Prince Ferdinand, that thi$ 
vigilant and wife general refolved to give him no 
time to mend his condition 1 or to recruit his de.; 
plor~ble remnant. 

Refolves to Ffom Bremen his Serene Highnefs refolved to 
1·etire. direél ~ roue by Hoya, to Hanover and Brunf-

wick; and to drive the enemy before him out of 
Evacuates his Majefty's EleÇèoral dominions. And where-
llanover. h' d d · d h ever 1s a vance parnes appeare t e enemy re-

tired with fuch precipitation, that they left all 
their fick, great part of the ir artillery, am muni

tion and baggage : and many of thofe, that fied, 
were either killed or taken prifoners. 

lioya fur- The only iland, this once formidable army 
rend ers. r d 1• ~ Il. 1eeme to mal\,.Ç againu the Hanoverians was at 

Hoya, a flrong fort upon the Wefer. Here the 
Count de Chabot was pofied with a confiderable 
detach ment to difpute the paffage of th at rivet. 
Prince Ferdinaqd being informed of this refolu.; 
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~ion, ÎQ his way to Bremen,_ gave orders, on the Â. D. 

23d of February, tq the hereditary Pr~qce of •?58.· 
Brunfwick, to repair thither with two battalions 
of Hanoverians, two of the Brunfwi,cl~ troops~ 

and a confiderable nl:Jmbçr of light tro.ops, chaf~ 
(eurs and huifar~, app diflodge the ep_((my from 
th at poft.-The hereditary Prince marched ac
cordingly, and after a vigorous defence, and the 
lofs of many men 011 the part of the en emy, he 
forced them, wit!l bayone~s fixed, to furrender; 
and made between 14 and 1500 wen prifoners of 
war. But Count de Chabot threw himfelf, with -
two battalions, into the caûle; by which means 
he obtained an honourab1e capitulation, on th~ 
~ 

2 3d in the evening, to retire with his two barra-
lions, leaving behind them their baggage and ma
gazines. The whole lofs in killed anà wounded 
did not amou nt. to 1 oo on the part of the heredi
tary Prince t. 

t Extra!l of a report f! ·om a I-!ano<Verian officer ta Prince 

Ferdinand of Brurif-wick. 

Hoya, Feb. 24. 
In purfuance of your orders, the Prince hereditary of Brunf

·wick began to march to Doevern, yefte.rday the 23d, at feven 
o'clock in the morning : It was eleven when we arrived there~ 

.being oblig~d to wait for the huifars and dragoons. From 

thence we marçhed towards Bremen, where, as we were in

(Ormed, there were fome floats of timber: W e found but one. 

and two or three fmall boats, which might ferve to carry 

about eight men each. V'/e were too far advanced to th.ink 

ot reti:r:ing; and beftdes, the intelligence we had éndeaYoured 

to procure about the place, and the difpofttions made by the 

enemy, for its fecurity, gave us fo.me profpeét of fuccefs. We 
t..'-len 
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The reduétion of Hoya cleared the way to Zelf; 
Hanover and Brunfwick, on the north fide of 

the 

then detached 30 huffars upon our Ieft to Haffel, and Lieute. 
nant Engel, with ten men for the van. Lieutenant Luckner 
paffed the Wefer with 30 more, in order to cover our right. 
The battalion of Oberg, and the fquadron of drageons, werc 
deflined to make a feint attack on the le ft fi de of the W efer & 

The three other battalions were to pafs the river, and enter 
the back part of the town. As we had but one float, the 
paffage of the troops over the river took up much time; and 
the wind rofe fo high, that after one half of the firfl battalion 
of Brunfwick guards bad pa!Ted, the other half was feparated 
hy it. Upon this, it was refolved to leave the refl on the 
other fide, viz. one battalion of Oberg·s, the fecond batta· 
lion of the Brunfwick guards, the remainder of the fi rfl bat· 
talion of that regiment, and the Heffian fquadron. Between 
four and five o'clock we marched with the regiment of Haufs, 
a part of the firfl battalion, and a haubitzer. When we 
were got upon the caufeway, about a mile and a half from 
th e town, through forne miflake, which might have coft us 
very dear, our detachrnent fired upon four of the enemy'.s 
drageons that were patrolling. This firing was caught from 
one to another, and at laft became general. This unlucky 
accident was more than fufficient to difcover us, and bring us 
into the greateft diftrefs. However, a bold countenance upon 
tl1e occafion becarne neceffary ; and we marched on, with the 
utmoft diligence, to the town. \Ve met, at firft, with no op. 
pofition, and advanced as far as the bridge: There the fire 
grew exceeding fmart, yet we never gave ground, though we 
were fo hard puilied. But, as the whole detachment could 
not equally be brought up, the Prince hereditary Jormed the 
defign of turning the enemy, and accordingly marched with th at 
part of his firft battalion th~t crofi"ed the river with him. It 
was necelfary, for th at purpofe, to go round the town, and 
to pafs through a garden and a houfe, and fo attack the ene. 
my in the rear. This [ucceeded ; and the bayonet fixed was 
chiefly ufed on this occàfion ; fo thar it may be faid, huma· 

nit y 
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the Wefer, and commanded the country, as far as 

Minden on the fouth fide of that river. A great 

number 

nity fuffered for the flaughter that then happened. The ene. 

my abandoned the bridge, and the Prince joined the Hanove

rians again. The regiment of Britanny, and forne parties of 

dragoons, were upon their march ; and as we did not iind 

ourfelves abfolutely fure of keeping this poft, the capitulation 

:hereafter-mentioned was granted. The Lorraine guards are 

demolifhed. I cannot yet exaétly tell their lofs, but it is very 

great. On our fide Major Kropf is mortally wounded. Cap

tain Koppelow has a flight wound in his thigh. There are 

two men killed, and ten wounded, among the fubalterns and 

private men. The regiment of Haufs bad twelve men killed, 

and fixty wounded. The officers, who particularly diftin

uuifhed themfelves, were M. de la Motte, who has aéled with 
l:> 

great prudence and courage. Lieutenant Engel commanded 

the attack on the left fide of the river, and did alone, by his 

well-judged conduél, fix the enemy's whole attention, which 

cannot be fufficiently commended. Captain Bourbon, of 

Haufs's, behaved extremely weil. Meff. Richier, Koppelow 

the captain, and his brother the lieutenant, as weil as enfign 

Vitzhum, have all behaved as men of courage and honour 

ought to do. 
By the capitulation of Hoya, the garrifon went out with aU 

the honours of war, and the officers with their baggage. The 

Co4nt de Chabot gave his parole of honour, to deliver up ail 

the cannon, ammunition, and provifions, belonging to the 

French King. Ali the prifoners taken during the aétion, as 

~ell officers as private men, to be treated as fuch ; but the 

cbaplains, [urgeons, and officers fervant~, to be relcafed. 

LijJ . of the French prifoners if cwar, taken at the attack if 
Hoya, Feb. 23. 

· Of the regiment of Britanny, two cap tains, th ree lieute· 

nants, three of them WOUnded; 56 private, 15 of whom \VOUnd

ed.-ûf Gardes Lorraines~ fi ve captains, fix lieutenants, four 

V o L . III. I of 
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number of French huuars ofPoleredky's regiment 
had taken poft at Nord Drebber. Againft whom 

the 

of them wounded; 305 private, z7 of whom wounded.-Of 

the royal voluntiers, one lieutenant, one private.-Of gens 
d'armes, one captain.-Of the meftre de camp general, one 

aid major, and z8 private.-Harcourt's dragoons, two pri
vate.-Dampier's horfe, one ditto, 19 officers , and eight com

miffaries.-Sick made prifoners in the hofpital at Memfen 

zso.-In all 67o. 

A il abjlrac? of a letter from a French o..fficcr at Bremen. 

"' I was going to write to you from Bremen, when, on the 
24-th paft in the morning, we were informed that the heredi

tary Prince of Brunfwick bad fi:ormed and taken Hoya, which 

was bravely defended by M. de Chabot, with the regiment ef 
Gardes Lorraines, two companies of grenadiers, forne piquets 

of the regiment of Bretagne, and a detachment of Mefire de 
Camp drageons. Finding himfelf furrounded on ail fides, 
and upon the point of being forced, after a confiderab1e Jofs 
of men, he retired into the Old CafiJe, wheïe be capitulated, 

and obtained the liberty to withdraw to the next French poft, 
with ail the troops he bad with him, except fuch as were in
tercepted, and which have been made prifoners of war. 

This happened on the 23d in the evening, and foi!Gwed the 
taking of Verden, which M. de St. Chamans found himfelf 
obliged to abandon on the zoth, and to re::re towards Bremen, 

on account of the great flood~. It \Yas then, on the z+th in 
the morning, th at we beard at Bremen of the fate of Roya; 
and M. de St. Germ qÏ(l , judging that he could not be of any 

ufe in this rol't to Count Clermont, immediately refolved to 
abandon it, after he had fent orders to all the regiments, as 
well foot as horfe and dragoons, to repaif, that fame evening, 
to Bafi'um. He left Bremen, and charged me with the care of 

e\·acuating it, as foon as the arti!lery and the baggage of che 

garrifon fhould have been fetlt away; which I executed about 
two o'clock in the afternoon. The hofpital and magazines 

were 
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the Pruffian hu.fTars of the advanced guard werè 
detached; and they executed their infrruél:ions fo 

effeél:u-

wtre left at Bremen for want of carrlages and iime, having 
no particular charge of them. I happily rejoined M. dé St. 
Germain in the night at Bàifuin. We paffed the night unèer 
arms, becaufe we were not far from Hoya, and uninformed 
of the defigns of the enemy. On the 25th we paffed the 
Hunte, and quartered at Wildhufen, which place wc quitted 
on the 26th at ten in the rnorning, in orèÎer to proceed to 
Vecht, and, upon intelligence that a colonel of foot, whofe 
force we were ignorant df, had crolfc:d the Hunte, we came 
and paffed the night of the zSth at Forde, and arrived the 
day before yefterday at this place, where we found the regi· 
ment of Champagne, the regiment of colonel general dra
geons, and two 1"egimei1ts of horîe . The remains of the 
Gardes Lorraines, who are about 200 men (for the broken 
companies, which capitulated with M. de Chabot at Hoya, 
were gone with a like number at Nienburg) joined us two da ys 

ago by the route by ~akenbrugge, and were fent yelterd ay 
to efcorte our heavy baggage to Munfier, becaufe there was 
not fufficient forage here for their fubfiltence. 

As there is a great want of difcipline; and the .fpirit of ma· 
tauding is not eafily rooted out, we have many fl:ragglers in 
our rn arch, th at either are alread y, or will be, made prifoners. 
At Hoya were taken the baggage of the Prince de Beauveau, 
Comte de Laval, and Duc de Coigny, and iikewife thofe of 
M. de Lille-Bôune, and of the regiment of Harcourt. M . 
de Lavalette has alro loft forne things ; and forne peafant-wag
gons, !aden w'hh the effeéls of M. de St. Germain, feil into 
the bands of the Hanoverians ·at Wildhufen. We have no 
direél new$ of the Comte de Clermont; we have only j uft 
}earnt, by an officer, who quitted Hanover on the z6th, that 
the g$!neral was acquaintèd with the abandoning of Bremen~ 
which he bad mu ch approved of. Our corps he re [at Ofna
burg] aétùally con fi fis of 19 battalions, 12 fq uadrons of dra
geons, and as many horfe, without induè~ng the co;ps unèer 

I ~ ~1. de 
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effeétually, that after a great flaughter, they 

brought off 300 horfes, a pair of kettle-drums, 

ten ftandards, 130 hu !fars, two lieutenants, two 

captains, and the ir Colonel Poleretiky dangeroufly 

wounded. .. 
While thefe detachments carried ali before 

them, the terror and panic of the enemy in

creafed at the motion of the main army, which 

Prince Ferdinand marched in two divifions, one 
on the right and the other on the left of the We
fer. So that nothing was thought of at Zell, 

. Hanover and Brunfwick, but h<?w to retreat with 

the greateit fafety, not on1y from the vié1:orious 

troops ad vancing a pace to drive then:t out, but 

from the enraged peafants and inhabitants, whom 

they had robbed and ruined, with the moft in
human aé'ts of rapine and oppreffion. Indeed, there 

was no alternative. They could not truft to their 

own ftrength for defence. They mufr retire in the 

beft manner they could and qtlick1y. The frrength 

of the Eleétorate was at their gares. Accordingly 

Zell was evacuated, on the z6th of February, by 

the two generais the Marquis Armentieres and 

the Marquis de Rochepine, and the garrifon un

der their command. Hanover city, on the 28th 

of the fame month, by the Prince de Clermont 

and the Duke de Randan; in whofe commenda

tion for the fingle and only aét of humanity done 

by his countrymen in the progrefs of their arms 

M. de Chabot. Yefterday we fixed upon a pofition here, to 

wait for and fight the enemy, if they arrive, unlefs we receive 
orders to the contrary .... 

·-hitherto, 
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hitherto, we read a mofi: fevere reflexion upon the 
conduél:. of the French nation, That they are, by 
far, the mofi: unpolite and cruel of aU chriftian 
nations. This governor of Hanover city did no 
more u than prevent the foldiers plundering the 

po or 
u They referved the payment of the arrears of the heavy 

contributions, and carried off Baron Munchaufen, counfellor 
of the regency, and Monf. d'Hardenburg, a privy-counfellor, 
as hoftages for the fame. 

Extrafl of a !elle~ from a gmt/eman at Zell to his friend at 

Londo1z, datea' Mm·ch 9· 

Since the q.th of Auguft we have been plagued with the 
French ; from that time we have had forty troopers quartered 

in our houfe, whom we have been obliged to furnilh with 
beds, fire, candies and greens. They have ruined our houfe, 
furniture, gardens, pales, &c. They have taken by force 
our hay, corn, &c. and left us nothing, fo that we were ob
liged to feil and kil! our cows, and fometimes we have been 
three days together without bread. This misfortune has hap
pened to every body. We have been robbcd befides of our 
pewter, copper, and many other things of value. W e are a 
ruined people in this country, and God knows how we lhall 
or can maintain ourfelves and get bread for our families. 
What we have loft amounts to many thoufand crowns ; nay, 
we cannat yet juftly tell what our loffes are. The hofpital of 
St. Ann's, the orphan -houfe, with the children in it, and the 
whole Friken Wiefe is burnt by the French. 

On the 14th of Decernber the French burnt, juft behind our 
houfe, fourteen veffels from Bremen, !aden with viél:uals; fo 
that we expeél:ed every moment to fee our houfes on fire. 
The lofs of tho fe ve!fels amounted to more th an 5 so,ooo 
crowns, and nothing was faved out of them; fo th at the mer
chants at Bremen have been great fuffe rers thereby. I am not 
able to give you a truc defcription of Gur circumftances: it 
would melt the heart of a barbarian to behold our condition ; 

I 3 for 

1 33 
A.D. 
J 758. 
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A. D. poor citizens, before they themfelves ran ~way; an4 
i7s8• h h ordered the magazines of provifions, whic t ey 

could not remove, nor fell at a low priee, to be 

diftributed to the neceffitous poor inhabita~ts ; 

on whom they had lived feveral months, at free 

Dchaviour quarters. Which implies, That the French 
at Zell, 
Hanover fhewed no bowels of comoaffion towards the in-
and Brunf- • f h 1 ~ · h · b 
wick. habttants o ot er p aces In t e1r power; ~t 

plundered, burnt and difhefTed them to the la~ 

extremity. Of which the neighbouring cities ~f 

Zell and' Bremen furnifh rigid e~amp]es. 

R etire to The forces, which evacuated rhofe ciries in Ha-
H amelen. 

Throw a 
garrifon 
into Niin
den. 

nover paffed the Wefer, and retired in pretty 

good orcler ro Hamelen, where the Prince of Cler

mont affembled ail the troops he could poffibly 

colleét, having thrown between 3 and 4000 men 

into Minden, not with any hopes of preferving 

thar fortrefs; but only by way of exp~dient, to 

for nothing is lefc us but !ife, and what is life without fub

fi!lance ? tnough I hope God will be our be!l: help; he knows 

how to finc.l ways and means to fupport us. 

I have been this week in the country, and ha\'e fo und mcft 

people there, as I may fay, naked: they creep together like 

fheep, to keep one anothcr warm, and they have nothing left 

co live upon. Moft of them have loft their cattle, horfes, 

waggons, &c. Cocks and hens are a great rarity. 

To dwell a little longer on our prefent fituation; I muft 

.1dd, that the French have left here about 38 0 fick. To their 

forrow they fent, laft year, 1 19,ooo men from France, and now 

they have not 4-6,coo left; the reft died in the hofpitals, or 

fe)l in battles and !kirmifhes. 

Our ramparts and fortifications here are ruined, and our 

woods and gardens look fo much Iike wilderne!fes, that few 

kpow th~ir own propfr y. 
gam .. 
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gain time by retarding the rapidity of Prince Fer- A. D. 
I7s8. 

dinand's progrefs, who was marching, in perfon, 

to attack that çity. Such was the wretched ftate 

of the French at this time ; as to expofe them-

felves to the lofs of fuch a number of men, merely 

· for the fake of retarding the march of the enemy 

at their heels, for a few days only. For, on the 

5th of March the hereditary Prince invefted the 

place, and fummoned the town to furrender, wirh-

out effeét. Then General Oberg, who corn- Minden 

J;nanded a con!iderable corps on the north fi de of b elieged . 

the Wefer, of which the hereditary Prince com

manded the van, approached the town in order 

to form the fiege, while General Sporken advanced 

with another body towards the town on the fouth 

fide of the river. But the heavy roads and bad-

nefs of the weather, by retarding the carriage of 

the heavy cannon, prevented the opening of the 

trenches till the 9th of March. From which day Canitu

the attack was carried on fo brifkly, thar the g_ar- lates. 

rifon was forced to capitulate, and to furrender 

themfelves prifoners of war on the 14th of the 

fame month. 
Prince Ferdinand having rhus fecured bis rear, Hame' Qn 

pufhed forward with his wbole army to Hamelen, ev:~.cuated. 

where the French had their head-quarters. But, 

0:1 his arrivai at tbat ~ation, nothing was to be 

found but a great number of fick and wounded, 

and fuch part of their fl)agazines as the French 

had not ti me to defl:roy. From he nee he purfued French re. 

them to Paderborn, where he was informed, the ~~~b~r~~· 
Prince de Clermont had fixed his head-quarters on 

- ~ 4 the 
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A. D. the 1 8th. But the Hanoverian army having next 
17 58• day penetrated as far as Melle, the French hafrened 

~~in~e their retreat, and fied as faft as they could to the 
Rhine, and were joined in their march by the 
troops, that had been diftributed in Embden, 
Caffel, and the Landgravate of Heife, which the 
French evacuated on the 21ft of March, making 
no ftop till they arrived at \Vefcl, where the 
Prince of Clermont efrablifhed his head-quarters, 
and fortified it with a1l the diligence and ftrength 
in his power w; having fent the remains of his 
army over the Rhine. 

·princeFer - Prince Ferdinand, at his firft entrance upon the 
d inand's d f h H . h d ft J requifition comman o t e anovenan army, a rongy 
of Englifh uraed the neceffity of a fupply of Britifh cavalry~ 
troops. b 

to facilitate his operations. How weil inclined 
the Britifh councils were to grant his requeit, may 
be eafily colleéted from the proceedings of the 
parliamen t th en fit ting; as well as from the difpo
fition of the cabinet. But there was no way to fend 
tho fe troops with fafety. Bolland was tieà up 
by a neutrality, from granting a paiTage, and the 
French army was in poffeffion of all the countries 

Reaîons along the Elbe and \Vefer. Embden was Jooked 
for clriving h b Il. l d' 1 B E b t11e French upon as t e ell an mg-p ace. ut rn den was 
out of then in the bands of the French. Yet a fmall 
Embden. 

fquadron of Englifh fhips of war might furprize 
it, and wreft it out of their poffeffion, and pro
teé1: that ,rlace from future infult : and open a 

w The garr~fon con{i.fted of fix fquadrons and twelve bat
tal~OI\S. 

free 
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free port for Britifh troops tranfportcd to Ger- A. D. 
1-7 58. 

many. 
With this intention Commodore Holmes was dCom mo-

ore 

difpatched with the Seahorfe and Strombulo. With H olmes 
. difpatched 

thefe he came to an anchor between Delfztel and with t-wo 

Knock, on the 1 7th of March, notwithftanding :;~ of 

the precaution taken by the enemy to render the 

navigation of the river hazardous, by not fuffer-

ing the buoys to be laid this year, for the di-

reél:ion of its navigation: without which affiftance 

it was impoffible, as they thought, for that port 

to be recovered. But the enemy's furprife and A rrivesbe. 

confufion grea tl y increafed on the 1 8th, when the fdore E mb-
en. 

·commodore, with his little fquadron eut off ali 

their communication clown the river, by ftationing 

his fhips between Knock and Embden. 

The enemy doubled the number of workmen A fhew of 

upon the batteries they had begun, and fet about defence. 

ereél:ing three more towards the fea with the utmoft 

expedition, as the only quarter from whence they 

now had reafon to expeét an attack. But the intelli-

gence from the country, and the inftruétions, which 

they daily received from the Prince of Clermont, 

put them x upon preparations, at the fame time, to 

evacuate the place upon the firft command for 

them to join the main body of their army, then 

flying before Prince Ferdinand r . Accordingly, 
at 

x The garrifon confifted of 1300 F rench toot, 1 200 horfe, 

J 100 Auftrian foot, and two companies of artillery, of 6o

each, in all 3 7 zo. 
Y It was firft intended by the French to keep Embden at 

ali events. To make it a place of arm5; and t~ convey ail 
the ir 
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at fix in the morning of the 1 9th, the French 

troops were under arms, and marched out of the 

town before night; and the Auftrians followed on 

the 20th, at nine in the morning. 

The diligence with which the works of the bat

teries towards the fea were continued, prevented 

all fufpicion of this kind, and favoured the tran

fportation of their baggage and cannon up the 

river in fmall veffels by night: which otherwife 

might have been obftruéted by the Englifu fmm 

their fhips, who got no fcent of their rea] mo

tions till about noon on the 2oth. The commo

dore, informed of the enemy's fiight, and that 

one of their vt!fels, with baggage and artillery, 

was waiting behind a point of land, at forne 

diftance from his fhips, to run up the river by 

the next tide ; he, as foon as he cou]d .flem the 

tide, difpatched an armed cutter, and two boats 

weil armed, which came up with her and took 

her : and they, reinforced with another boat, con

tinued the chafe up the river, under the command 

of Captain Taylor. In this purfu it our men 

aéted with the greateft b.ravery and diligence. 

They proceeded amidft the enemy's fire, who lined 

both fides of the river; which was brifkly re

tmned from our boa~~. They faw three of the 

em~my\; veffels, but comd come up with only one 

their mag2Zines to that fea-port, till this crirical moment, 

th:J.t they faw it blocked up, unexpeéledly, by an Engliih. 

fquad:on, which fcemed , in ali probabiliry , to be only the 

van of a more powerful fquadron . A convincing proof of 

r.he importance of Lhi~ fen·içc. 

of 
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of them, which Captain Taylor attacked, run 

her a-ground, and carried her in fight of their 

army, and 1.1nder their fire, beflcies what he re· 

.ceived from the ve.!Iel itfelf. But the officers and 

men on board the fl:ore-veffel left ir, to recover 

the ihore: in which attempt forne of them were 

dropt by the fire from our boats. Night coming 

on too quick, Captain Taylor was obliged to lie 

off for awhile, and the other two veffels, with 

cannon, got under the cover of their army, be

fore day-light, and efcaped. 

Thus the port of Embden was recovered by Embden 
. . n :coverell. 

two fbtps only, and they of fm ali force, w1thout · 

the lofs of a man on our fide ; on board the firft FLofs of th~; 
rencij. 

veffel thar was taken, was found the fon of Lieute-

nant-Colonel Scholleens z, of Prince Charles of 

Lorrain's regiment, one corporal, one pioneer, 

forne baggage, and little implements of war, and 

forne money, for the payment of the troops.-

On board the fecond veifel they took a major, 

the commiffary of war, an adjurant, a guard of 

privare men, and three hoftages, whom the ene-

my had carried off from Embden, for fecurity of 

certain contributions they had impofed upon that 

city, and Jeft unpaid. 

During this whole retreat the French were 

clofely attended by the Pruffian huifars and Ha

noverian hunters, who killed and made prifoners 

a confiderable number of their men, and feized 

many of their baggage-waggons, and forne of 

z He, being but a poy, was fent a-iliore, with hii baggage~ 

<:.nd returned to his father. 
1 • 
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their artillery. They not only deferted and ]eft 
great nu rn bers of fick and wounded to the mere y 
of a provok.ed enemy ; but they left behind them 
provifions and forage, of which they ftood in great 
want. They forgot, or negleéted, tJl it was tao 
late, to call in the garrifon a il:ationed in the fmall 
fortrefs of Vechte, on the north-weft of Diepholt, 
who were obliged to furrender priîoners of war, 
and to deliver up a compleat train of roo pieces 
of French cannon and mortars, to a party of 150 

men fent from Bremen. 
As foon as Prince Ferdinand was rightly in

formed of the raut and difpofition of the en emy, 
who retreated in three columns, one column con
fifting of the troops which had occupied HefTe, on 
the left; another, of the troops th at marched from 
Paderborn, under the immediate command of the 
Prince of Clermont, which marched in the mid
dle; and the third, of the troops which came 
from Munfl:er, under the command of M. de Vil
lernurs, on the right; and that the Duke de Brog
lio was the leaft advanced of the whole; his fe-

French rene H ighnefs detached the Prince of Holftein, 
clolèlypur- with a laroe body of horîe and foot to purfue the 
'ued. 0 

' • 
enemy, and to ufe the beft of his endeavouts to 
break in upon them. Thefe orders were vigo
roufly executed. The rear-guard of the French 
was attacked in the neighbourhood of Saeft, in 
the county of 1V1ark : a confidenble number were 
t,aken prifoners, with ten pieces of cannon 24 

3 ConGiling of feven companies. 

pound ers, 
3 
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pounders, five 6 pounders, and a confiderable A. D. 
magazine. The fmall party, which the French I75

8
• 

left in the county of Benthiem, fèll a prey alfo to 
a party of Hanoverian hunters and huffars, who 
attacked two Auftrian regiments near Gelhaufen, 
eut twenty of them to pieces, made many pri
foners, and brought o.ff twelve baggage-wag-
gons. _ 

After this long march, and fatiguing fervice, Prince Fer

Prince Ferdina-nd, duly informed that the French ~~~:n!to 
b 

army was not to be purfued at prefent any fur- qufartefrsfl 
o re re 1-

ther with advantage ; having alfo delivered the ment. 

Landgravate of Heffe and his Britannic Majefl:y's 
German dominions from the French invaders, he 
thought it the moft proper time to halt, and for 
his army to go into winter-quarters of refrefnment 
in the bi!hopric of Munfter; ready to fnatch the 
firft opportuniry to drive the Prince de Clermont 
from W efel, and to carry his viétorious arms be
yond the Rhine, as foon as he could obtain his 
requifition of a body of Engli!h cavalry to fupport 
the attack. And even in this ftàte of inaétivity, 
if it can be fo called, the Hanoverian huffars, 
pofted at Dorfl:ein, made frequent incurfions as 
far as Wefel ~... 

The French miniftry could not look upon this Conduél: 

d Il. .n· f l · · d h d'r. andconeurtlLLl011 o nerr rnarn ar my, an t e 11grace fu !Îon of 

of the Gallic arros fleeina before a handful ofthe French 
' . o minill:ry. 

b Stragglers were extremely ill treated by the peafants. 
l3ut the hulfars only difarmed and plundered them, deuring 
them to tell thei r officers, " Th at fu ch foldiers, ~s they, did 
(l not deferve to be made prifoners." 

Ger~ 
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Germans; and before thofc very men, whom· they' 
had a few months before treated with contempt 
and derifion, penned up in a corner and obliged 
to difarm themfelves; or to feek their own fecu,., · 
rity in an eventual ceifation of arms ; without 
great confufion and ferious reflexion for the glory 
of their nation and the confequences of a retreat, 
which might encourage their enemy to crofs the 
Rhine. The people were fadl y convinced of the 
fatal effeél:s of cabals and favoritifm in the ca
binet of their Sovereign, and ir is faid that the 
old Madhal Duke de Belliile took upon him, on 
this emergency, to deliver the fentiments of the 
nation in the prefence of his King in counciJ, 
with a fpirit of patriotifm that does honour to his 
name. 

The fpeech " 1 know, faid he, the frate of our armies. 
?f ~.Bell- lt gives me great grief, and no lefs indigna
~~~~n1c~l. tian ; for befides the real evil of the diforder in 

itfelf, the difgrace and infamy, which it refleél:s on 
our government, and on the whole nation, are ftil} 
more to be apprehended. The choice of officers 
ought to be made with great deliberation. I 
know but too weil to what length the want of 
difcipline, pillaging and robbing have been carried 
on by rhe officers and common men, after the ex
ample fet them by their generais. It mortifies 
me to think I am a Frenchman; my principles 
are known to be very different from thofe, which 
are now follO\ved. 1 had the fatisfaél:ion to re
tain the efieem, the friendfhip, and the confidera• 
tiou of all the princes, noblemen, and even of 

ali 
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aU the corn mon people in aU parts of Germ any~ 
where 1 commanded the King's forces. They 
lived there in the midft of abundance ; every one 
was pleafed ; it fills my foul with anguifh to find 
that, at prefent, the French are held in execra
tion ; that every body is difpirited, and that many 
officers publickly fay things that are criminal and 
highly punilhable. The evil is fo great that it 
demands immediate redrefs. 1 can eafily judge, 
by what paffes in my own breaft, of what our 
generais feel from the fpeeches they muft daily 
hear in Germa~y, concerning our conduét; which 
indeed would lofe much, to be compared with 
that of our allies. 1 muft particularly complain 
of the delays and irregularity of the pofts ; a 
fervice which is very ill provided for. I am like
wife difpleafed with the negligence of our generais 
in returning anfwers ; w hi ch is a manifeft breach· 
of their dury. Had I commanded the army, a 
thoufand things, which are done, would not have 
been clone; and ethers, whi::h are negleéted, 
would have been executed. I would have multi

plied my communication ; I would have had 
il:rong pofl:s on the right, on the left, in the cen
ter, lined with troops. I would have had maga
zines in every place. The quiet and fatisfaction 
of the country fhould have been equal to the-ir 
prefent difaffeé1ion, at being harraffed and plun
dered; and we fhould have been as much be
loved, as we are at prefent abhorred. The con~ 
fequences are too ::.pparent to need being men
tioned. I muft infift on thefe things, becauf<! 

latç 
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A. D. late redrefs is better than the continuation of the 
•7s8. evil." 

Vigorous Thi! plain narrative of faéts produced vigorous 
~~~~!~- refolutions. The army on the Rhine was aug

mented with ail imaginable diligence; troops were 
put in motion every where, from the interior parts 
of the kingdom, towards the feat of aélion, 
and the fortifications, on the frontiers, were put 
into the beft poil:ure of defence, that time and 
the ftate of the nation would allow. And ro 
keep up the fpirits of the people, who were more 
inclined to peace than war, a report was induftri
oufly fpread, thar a reconciliation would be foon 
effeéted by the mediation of Spain. 

M . Bell- The M. Duke de Belliile, who at this junél:ure 
ifl e's lt tter fc . • 
to the co- aél:ed as ecretary of frate, drd not confine h1s en-
lands. deavours to reform the ar my, by his firmnefs in 

the cabinet : he wrote a letter to ali the colonels 
of the infantry in the King's name, threatning 
them with difiniffion from, and lofs of their regi
ments, in cafe they continued any longer to con
nive at the fcandalous praélice, which had been 
introduced amonga them, of the fale of commif
fions;, to the great difcouragement of merit, the 
extinétion of that neceifary emulation, which ani
mates an officer in time of battle, and to the re
laxation of difcipline throughout the whole army. 

Swedes re- The Swedes were prevailed with, to quit the 
~~;~:~~~l- ifiand of Rugen, in which they had been blocked 
lingly. up by I5,ooo Pruffians, now called upon a diftant 

fervice, to obferve the motions of the Ruffians in 
Pomerania. They refumed their operations about 

the 
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the end of April: but with fuch a general aver- A. D. 

fion, both at court and in the field itfelf, th at they 
17 

5
8
• 

gave the King of Pruffia very little concern for 
the effeéts of their arms at prefent ; their aét:ivity 
not depending upon a national quarreJ, or the in
clination of their King, but only upon the fac. 
tious councils of a corrupt fenate, penfioners to 

France. 
The Ruffians, who had retreated with fo mu ch Rulta~s 

. . return mto 
precipitation back towards the1r own country, Pruffia. 

after the aét:ion c, which they had with M. 
Lehwald, were put under the command of Ge-
neral Fermer; M. Apraxin being difgraced and 
difmiffed from the command in chief, on account: 
of that retreat, for which he had no orders from 
his court, as pretended : for fince that time the 
Czarina had been worked upon by various praél:ices 
of profit, intereft and intrigue, to fign her accef-
fion to the quadruple-alliance with Auihia, France 
and Sweden, and to augment the number of her 
troops to aét: againfl: Pruffia; w hi ch ibe now divided 

into two feperate bodies under Generals Fermer 
and Brown, with exprefs command to return into 
Pruffia, notwithftanding the rigorous feafon. Ge- SeizedKo

neral Fermer executed his orders with fuch aéti- nigfberg. 

viry, that he marched back, and got poifeffion of 
Konigiberg, th~ capital of Ducal Pruffia, on the 
zzd of January, without oppofition. Fermer, 
having ravaged the country, retired again, and 
joined the main body of his army, which had en-

c See page 409, &c. Vol. If. 

VoL. III. K camped 
24 
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carmped on the Viftula, not far from Dantzitk, 
with a defign to feize upon that free city : as ap
peared from the demand of the Ruffian agent 
there, that the magi(hates fhould admit a Ruf
fian garrifon. But they peremprorily refufed, and 
ftood in their own defence fo refolutely, thar Ge
neral Fermer did not think proper to carry rnat
ters to extremity: fo th at he paffed the Viftula, and 
direéted his march towards Pomerania ; where 
Count Dohna bad affembled an army to oppofe 
him, which occaiîoned this general once more to 
retire ; and, after plundering all before him, he 
rejoined his main body, to wair, as it was thought, 
the final orders of his court. 

Army of The army of the Empire began to re-affemble 
the Empire · M h B b · F · d h alfembles. m arc , near am erg m rancoma, un er t e 

Prince of Deux Ponts. \\'hofe proximity at
traéted the Pruffian hero's immediate attention ; 
who detached 3o,ooo men, under the command 
of Prince Henry of Pruffia, to watch their mo
tions, and to prevent their junétion with the 
French; who were forming a new army for that 
purpofe; and might have completed the ruin of 
his Pruffian Majefty, by tb at means; bad not 
Prince Ferdinand defeated their intentions, by 
cutting them out fufficient work to guard their 
own frontiers on the Rhine, and our naval arma-

. mems found employ for their troops in the de-
Th . fence of their own coafts. For, it is evident from e Inten-
ti on of every ftep thar bad been taken between France 
France and d h . d . ] . h d lH:r allies . an er alltes , unng · t 1e Win ter, t at they ha 

combined to aét in concert, with one fatal blow 

to 
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to crufh the King of Pruffia, and then to make A. D. 

an eafy prey of the Britifh allies, a!"ld to force ali 17 58-. 

the ftates and potentates on the continent to unite 
with them in one common league to difrrefs a~d 
ruin the Britifh trade and intereft, and thereby to 
defiroy her ftrength and naval power; which 
can't exift without commerce, and commerce can't 
be carried on with advantag.e, without an intereft 
~o circulate its produce amongft foreign nations. 
It could avail us nothing had we the manufaéturing . 

Our mte-
of ail the fleeces in the world, the fale of ail the reft on the 

d f h I d. h l f h continent. pro uce o t e n 1es ; t e monopo y o t e 
American fifheries; and the exclufive trade with 
North America and the coaft of Afri~a, had we 
no vent, no market to put off, and to difpofe of 

our produce, manufaéture and imports for money 
and the comforts and neceifaries of lire. Foreign 
trade is the fupport of our riches and ftrength : 

theref~re every obftruétion in thar channel_ muft 
be watched, prevented, or cleared away in due 
time, with the utmoft diligence and vigour. 

The Auftrians had affembled a gra~d arr~y near Auftrians 

Konigfgratz in Bohemia, under M. ,Coun~ Daun, in motion. · 

ready tp feize the firft opportunity to".enter Silefia 
and Saxony; the center, to which ali the armies 
in motion againft his Pruffian Majefty feemed to 
tend. 

His Pruffian Majefty, thus furrounded and King of 

threatened with fo many powerful armies, was ob- Pruffi~'s 
. operattons. 

liged to have recourfe to ftratagem, as well as to 
ar ms. But firft he turned the blockade of Schwied-
ni.tz ·into a fiege. I-le opened the trençhes on th.e 

K z third 
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A. D. third of April, and in defiance of the grand 
•75R. Auftrian army, reduced the garrifon to furrender 

~ce~::~d~ prifoners of war in thirteen days. By thefe firft 
nitz. fruits of this year's campaign, the Aufirians loft 

7000 men, of which number the garrifon origi
nally confified ; but 4000 had been eut off 
during the blockade by ficknefs, &c. and the 

The coun- Auftrians were totally driven out of Silefia. In 

G
ty

1 
of the mean time General Fouquet marched with a 

atz. 
confiderable detachment into the county of Glatz, 
and obliged the Auftrians under General Jahnus 
to abandon their pofts in that country : and his 
Majefty in perfon marched, with a part of his 
army, towards Graffan and Friedland, and de
tached a part of it to Fronteneau in Bohemia; 
which diflodged an Aufhian garrifon, and opened 
a way into Bohemia, for the Pruffian light horfe, 

Detac~es a who raifed contributions, and harrafTed the out 
party mto fi f h r h . 
Bohemia. po s o t e enemy, even as 1ar as t e mam guard 

of Count Daun's army. 

P rovides Saxony was put into a pofiure of defence with 
for. the ffe- 30,000 men under Prince Henry of Pruffia. 
curtty o . 
Saxony. And Stlefia was covered from any furprize and 

incurfions of the Ruffians, by a confiderable body 
pofted between Wolau and Glogau ; befides the 
arrny under Count Dohna, in the eaftern parts of 
Pomerania. 

H is great But what fhewed the general!hip of his Pruf
abilities. fian M ajefiy; he not only provided thefe forces 

for thofe particular fervices ; but he pofted them 
in fuch a manner as to preferve a communica
tion with each other; fo as to ena ble them to afr 

for 
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for rnutual fupport: and at the fame time covered A. D. 
1758. 

his real defign or plan of operations. 
By this pofition of the Pruffian army, Count Decei ves 

Daun was induced to be lieve, that it was the King's ~~~~~~ 
intention to open the campaign by marching into 
Bohemia: fo th at ali their attention was taken up 
to oppofe an attempt of that kind. But, ali on 
a fudden, his Pruffian Majefty gave the Auftrians Slips paft 
h n· F . h 'h h d II .n d the Aultri-t e 1p. or Wit so,ooo men, e a co eLle an army. 

near Neifs in Silefia, he penetrated into Moravia, 
by a rapid march, and at Troppau, which he 
reached in three days from Neifs, he divided this 
army into two columns, the firft under M. Keith, 
to _take the rout of J agerndorf, who fet out on 
the 25th of April : the other under the King in Joins his 

Perfon on the 2 7th, both direéèing their march to dp~rtél:ies band 
1re S IS 

the plain of Olmutz, which they entered by march to 

S b "b h d f Olmutz. tern erg and G1 au ont e 3 o May. 
Gen\:ral Fouquet had orders to re main in the General 

county of Glatz, and watch the motions of Cou nt Fouq
1
uet's 

marc 1. 

Da un. But, as foon as he perc;eived by the enemy's 
motions, that they alfo were preparing to march 
into Moravia, this general went to Neifs, and 
took under his convoy the artillery and warlike 
flores that were requifite for befieging Olmurz. 
On the 12 th he arrived at Gibau without any mo
leftation from the enemy, and immediately paifed 
the Moraw at Littau, where fome Auftrians were 
made prifoners. On the 12 th the King advanced 
towards Olitfchau, and drave away a body of the 
enemy's cavalry pofted there, who retired beyond 
Proftnitz. Near ~hat town the Prince of Wur-

. K 3 temberg 
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temberg fixed his camp, confifting of four regi· 

ments of dragoons, one of huifars, and forne bat-

Siege of talion~) of fuzileers. On the 2 7th of May the 
Olmutz, 

trenches were opened before Olmutz, on the !ide 

of Tobitfchau; and the other fide of the river, 

towards Dolein, was invefted by a regiment of 

dragoons, two battalions, and 500 huifars. The 

Kingdrove the Auftrian and Saxon cavalry, under 

General Vill'e, beyond Wifchaw, and his army 

took poifeffion of ali the pofts proper for covering 

the body of troops, thar were to be employed in 

the fiege. The Margrave Charles occupied the 

pofr of Neuftadt, the Prince of Anhalt-Deifau 

that of Lirtau, and the King took poft on the 
eminences between Profl:nitz and Olitfchau. 

On the 1oth of June, General Putkammer, 

arrived with a convoy from Sile fia, without meet

ing any moleftation: but, as this convoy was not 

fuffi.cient to finifh the fiege, meafurès were taken 

to bring up another. Mean while the vanguard 

of the enemy arrived in Moravia; General Harfch, 

who comrnanded it, pitched his camp on the rifing 

grounds of Aller-Heiligen, oppofite to Littau. 

ivi. Daun Marfhal Daun arrived with his army at Gewicz, 
march_es to and almoft at the fame time a body of five or 
lts rehef. 

6,ooo of the enemy advanced to Profnitz; which 

obliged M. Keith to place Bareuth's dragoons 

near \ Vifternitz, and the independant companies 

at Biftrovan and Holian. The enemy's defign 

was to throw fuccours into the town : and in the 

night of the 8th of June, they attacked a battalion 

of volunteers, whom they forced to retire. Ba ... 
I reuth's 
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reuth's regiment, who had been on horfeback the A. D. 
1 758". whole night, thought thar they might return into 

the camp without waiting for the coming back of 
their patroles ; but fcarce had the dragoens entered 
their tents, when the enemy forced rheir main 

guard, penetrated into the camp, and fent the re..: Olmutz re

inforcement intoOlmutz; even Bareuth's regiment inforced . 

would have been ruined had not the battalion of 
Nimchewiky feafonably come to their ailifl:ance. 
This fuccefs of the Aufl:rians made them fond ' 
of noéturnal expeditions : thrice they attacked the 
regiment of Zeithen at Kofl:eletz, who al ways re-
pulfed them with lofs. The independant batta-
lions of le Noble and Rapin were not fo fuccefs-
fuL · They beJonged to the corps under the Mar-
grave Charles, and were pofl:ed at Sternberg. 
They were to march to Bahrn, to cover the con-
voy which arrived on the loth, and were fo very 

roughly handled by the Pandours, thar they loft 

three fmall pieces of cannon, and near 400 men. 
Mean while conGdering the fuccours that had been 
thrown into the town, and the enemy's poGtion at 
Prerau, it was abfolutely neceffary to ftraiten 01- Olmutz 

mutz fiill more, on the other fide of the Morave. fir :liten cd. 

The corps under the Margrave Charles marched 
thither, and took poft in fuch manner thar its 
right kept poffeilion of Commotau and the bridge 

there on the Morave, and the left reached to the 
bridge of Hollirz. 

On the 2oth Madhal Daun with his army came 
down from the hills, and encarnped at Predlitz, 
between Wifçhaw and Proftnitz. A few days 

K 4 afteG 
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A.D, 
1758. 

Pruffian 
con voy 
~a ken, 

afrer, this general received advice, that the Pruf

fians were bringing a large convoy from Silefia. 
The body of forces which efcorted this convoy 
confiil:ed of eight battalions, and near 4000 re

covered fick, who were regimented for the fake 
of arder in the march. The whole fet out from 
Troppau on the 2 srh. Madhal Da un thought it 
his duty to avail himfelf of this opportunity to 
compel the Pruffians, without the hazard of a 

battle, to raife the liege of Olmutz. For this end, 
he detached General Jahnus, who was at Muglitz, 
towards Bahrn, and ordered a detachment to 
march from Prerau to Stadt-Liebe, that the con
voy might be attacked on two fides; and in order 
to deceive, he drew near to the Pruffian arrny, 
placing his right towards Kojetein, and his left at 
a little hill very near to Predlitz. However, this 
motion decei ved no body ; and the fafety of the 
convoy being the principal objeét, the King fent 
out General Ziethen, with three battalions, two 
reg iments of horfe, and 900 huffars, to meer it. 
The convo was attacked on the 2 8th, before 
Ge neral Ziethen came up ; but the enemy were 
repulfed and routed, and loft three pieces of can
non and forne hundred men. Marfhal Daun hav
ing fent a confiderable re inforcement to the troops 

he had before detached, the convoy was again at
tac ked on the 29th, between Bautfch and Dom .. 
fi adt. Four hundred waggons, four battalions, 
and about I ooo troopers, bad fcarce opened the 
march, ancl paffed the defiles of Domftadt, when 
t 1e \!ne my fe li upon the çonvoy with their whole 

force~ 
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force, both on the fide of Bahrn, and on that of A. D. 

Domftadt. The head of the convoy was eut off •75
8
• 

from the reft, an , though General Zeithen did, 
on this occafion, all that could be expeéted from 
a good officer, he was oblige cl to abandon his 
waggons, and retire to Troppau. The head of 
the convoy arrived at the army on the 29th in the 
evening. The enemy took near 6oo prifoners, The lofs. 

among whom was General Putkammer. This 
unhappy event obliged the King to raife the fiege Siege raif

of Olmutz: whereas had the who]e convoy arriv- ed. 

ed fafe, the place could not havè held out above 
a fortnight, notwithftanding the gallant defence 
of General Madhal, the governor. 

On the 1ft of July the King, with his whole Pr~ffians 
army, took the road to Bohemia. Mar!hal Keith retire. 

brought away ail his artillery, excepting four 
rnortars, and one 24 pounder, the carriage of 
which was broke d. This general marched by Leutomif-

L.. M 1. d T . b h K. h d fel taken. tttau to ug 1tz an n au; t e mg marc e 
by Konitz. The vanguard, under the command 
of the Prince of Anhalt Deffau, feized, at Leu
tomiffel, an A uftrian magazine of meal and fo-
rage. The Generais Buccow and Laudon foliow-
ed the army in its march, but without approach-
ing too near it. 

In this tranfaétion there appears to have been Remarks 
. d b h fi d b on this great general!h1p exerte on ot 1 es; y Count fiege, &c. 

Daun to defeat the befiegers, and by the King of 
.Pruffia in raifing the fiege and in his retreat. Count 

d The lofs of men were between feven and 8oo Pruffians 
killed, wollnd~d, 4nd prifoner~. 

Da un 
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Daun being too weak to force the Pruffians to 
battle, and to relieve Olmutz by a pitched battle, 
encamped his army in the mountains, between 
Gewitz and Littau, whofe natural ftrength fecured 
him from a furprize, and whofe fituation enabled 
him, in like manner as the fituation of his camp 
at Kolin had clone before, to receive daily rein
forcements; to draw fupplies of all nece!faries 
from Bohemia; to intercept the convoys nece!fary 
for the effeétual fuccefs of the befiegers ; to re
lieve the befieged occafionaiJy, and to keep up their 
fpirits for defence, till opportunity fhould ferve co 
rai fe the fiege. 

The extenfive works of Olmutz, which the 
Pruffians were obliged to invefi, requireà a grearer 
number of forces chan were employed, to do ir 
complete]y. This was the reafon of fo much fuc
cefs in the noélurnal fkirmifhes, by which the 
Auftrians feldom failed to introduce provifions, 
ammunition and men into the town. The forage 
about the city bad been previoui1y deftroyed. 
This obliged the PruHian cavalry to feek for irl 
at a great diftance ; which not only fatigued, but 
expofed them to furprize from detachments out 
of the mountains. From whence alfo parties were 
cominually alarming the camp of the befiegers, 
by night; and feil upon different quarters, while 
the garrifon fallied with fuccefs to retard the ope
rations of ~heir enemy. However this did not 
difcourage his Pruffian Majefty. Und er ail the fe 
difficulties, he finifhed the firft parallel ; and pro
ceeded witb fuch vigour, that the place feemed in ... 

evitably 
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evitably loft; when all his hopes evaporated in that A. D. 
one accident, the intercepting of the grànd con- 1

75
8

• 

voy near the defiles of Domftadt. A lofs that 
was not to be retrieved by the Pruffians in their 
fituation, and without which it was both danger-
ous and in vain for them to perfift in the fiege. 

His Pruffian Majefty deprived of the means to 
continue the fiege, w~s now to retreat with fùch 
precaution, as might preferve his army from the 
accidents, which commonly befall an enemy re
tiring with a ,powerful enemy at his bac k. Da un 
was prepared to feize every opportunity of advan
tage. But that general's v-igilance and penetration 
w·ere fruftrated : the King maintained the fiege 
with more vigour than before the lofs of the con
voy till the 1ft day of J uly: wh en he fuddenly 
decamped in the night; and inftead of marching 
into Silefia, to proteét tbat country from the infult 

of the triumphant enemy, ready to follow him 
with advamage, he took the rout of Bohemia, 
whofe frontiers had been left unguarded by his ad .. 
verfary: and by this invafion he transferred the 
feat. of war from his own into his enemy's domi
mons. 

How this anfwered the end appears by the ad- Favonr

vantages his Pruffian Majefry's arms baained in the ab_lfle fki_r-
mJ 1es m 

execution of this plan. A large body of Au- his retreat. 

ftrians, under General Laci, which were pofted 
at Gibau, attacked a party of grenadiers, who 
occupied the village of Krenau, and made an ap
pearance of their intention to difpute the pafs : 
but they were foon diflodged: and ther,e was an 

attempt 
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A. D. attempt to feize the provifions and artillery in their 
1 75 8• paffage over the hills of Hollitz. The enemy 

canno(\aded General R utzow and his party, that 
conduéted them. But M. Keith coming up in 
due time, attacked the Aufhians in the rear, ob
liged them to fly with precipitation, and took fix 
officers and 300 men prifoners. 

l(oningf- The King proceeded through Leutomyifel to 
~ratz,d&cs. the important poft of Konin

0
aiibo-ratz. General ... urren er . 

Buccow had got there before him, with 7000 men 
weil entrenched behind the Elbe ali round the 
city ; and had. broken clown the bridges over chat 
river. His Majefty determined to attack the 
Auftrian trenches, ordered the bridges to be re
paired with ali expedition : which ftruck fuch a 
panic into the enemy that Buccow retired, and 
left the King to take poffeffion of Koningfgratz 
without oppofition. Afœr which he had no more 
to do for his fafety in this Gtuation, chan to dif
perfe a body of Auftrians, which had taken poft 
between Koningfgratz and Hollitz to intercept his 
artillery, &c. and th at being effeéted, his whole 
army encamped near Koningfgratz. So that not
withft .. nding the mifcarriage before Olmutz, his 
PruffiJn Majefty found himfelf in a. condition to 
ftem the force of the Auftrian army, and to fay 
Bohemia under heavy contributions, while his 
brocher, Prince Hen ry, kept the army of the 
Empire in play, and from executing th.eir defign 
upon Drelèlen. 

But if we change the profpeét and look towards 
the Rhine, we fhall fee greater advantages: Prince 

·Ferdinand, 
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Ferdtnand, having refreihed his viétorious troops, A. D. 

fpent no time in fruitlefs exercife. He only waited 
1
75

8
• 

till all his troops from diftant quarters could be ~::~~~and 
a!fembled: their rendezvous was at Notteln. triumthphs 

over e 
They marched from thence to Du!men, where the French. 

head qliarters were fixed, on the 2 7th in the morn-
ing. While a detachment, confifting of feveral 
battalions and fquadrons, together with Scheiter's 
light troops, and Lukner's hu!fars, affembled on 
the 26th at Dorften and in its neighbourhood, 
und er the command of Major General W agen-
heim, who was charged with the difpolitions to be 
made for the pa!fage of the river, and with orders 
to advance himfelf to the gates of Duffeldorp, 
and to caufe the corps under the command of 
Colonel Scheiter to pafs the Rhine at Duyfburg. 
Which paffage was executed in the night between 
the 29th and 3oth, with fuch fuccefs, that Scheiter 
having attacked, with bayonets fixed, the three 
battalions of French that oppofed him, ,defeated 
them; and took five pieces of cannon, out of 
eight which they had. He had but two men 
w<_?unded in the paffage, and not one either killed 
or wounded during the aétion. 

The army marched before fun-rife on the zoth 
from Dulmen towards Dorften, and encamped at 
Limbeke; from whence, the next day, Lieute
nant Gene·ral Wutgenau was detached towards 
Wefel, with a body of infantry and cavalry. The 
30th he encamped at Raefveld, and the 3 dt at 
Ringenbourg. The Prince Ieft the army during 
its march from Dulmen to Limbeke, and went to 

Boecktholt, 
2 
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A. D. Boecktholt, where he found the ad vance gt1ards 
175 8• of the body affembled at Coefveld. That ad-

vanced guard marched on the 3oth to Emmc;rick ; 
and was followed by the refr of the corps, which 

Crotres the was employed at Vra!felt. About five o'clock in 
R.hine. the afternoon of the 31ft, the wh ole was in mo

tion to crofs the . Rhine; the advanced guard went 

J.Y1arches 
towal'ds 
Cl eve;: s. 

on as far as Lobit. The Prince's defign was to 
pafs the river in the night; but an unforefeen ac
cident broke ali the meafures~ which had been taken 
for that purpofe; and His Serene Highnefs was 
obliged to- march the troops back again in the 
,night to Neddlerelte. The 1ft of June was em

ployed in removing the obftacles thar had occur
red; and, in the following night, the paffage was 
again attempted, and executed with ali poffible 
fuccefs, near Herven. 

The huffars, with a detachment of grenadiers, 
paffed, on the 2d of June, at two o'clock in the 
morning, in !lat bottomed boats, which went and 

·returned with fo much diligence, thar, befides the 
hu!fars, a regiment of dragoons, and ten or twelve 
battalions, were, before noon, on the other fide 
of the river. During ali this time, workmen 
were employed about the bridge, which however 
was not completed till four next morning. The 
remainder of the cavalry and infantry paffed im
mediately, and marched towards Cleves. 

The hu!fars, fupported by the volunteers, fur
prized at firft fome patroles, which were made pri
foners of war, and fiill continuing to advance, 
defeated the cavalry that Ihewed themfelves, and 

took 
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took a pair of kettle drums and ~ ftandard from A. D. 

the regiment of Bellefond. This country is en-
1

75
8

• 
tirely divided by dykes, fo that itis as eafy to dif-
pute the ground, as it is difficult to advance. The 
enemy, fenfible of this advantage, advanced with 
Jeven or 8oo foot to ftop the head of our van-
guard, and fi.red forne pieces of cannon upon 
them, which however burt no body. But a de
tachment of 20 men, having found means to fiip 
along a dyke, and get poffeffion of a houfe, which 
the French bad, in part, paffed, fired upon them; 
which bad fuch an effeét, that they retired imme- · 

diately. The huffars wirh the like fuccefs pene-
trated and cleared the road quite up to Cleves ; 
with no other damage, th an five rank and file and 
two officers wounded. What confounded the éne-
my moft was the lofs of Keiferworth; (with the 
greatefl: part of the garrifon killed or taken) ~hich 
they bad engaged with the Eleétor of Cologn, to 

defend againft any force. 
The retreat of the French, on this occalion, P urfues the 

was again fo precipitate, that in order to efcape French. 

the huffars, they ikulked for many miles in the in -
clofed grounds, and made a way over hedges and 
ditches to efcape the ir purfuers. But Prince George 
of Holftein Gotrorp, with a large body of cavalry 
and drageons, came up with them near the cafile 
of Muyland, and made a confiderable boory aod 
a good number of prifoners; and at Goch he · 
feized a magazine, and 100 prifoners more. 

Y et there was no probabili ty of fo rcing the ftrong Endea

camp and entrenchments of the Prince of Cler- ~~i~; ~~ :;. 
nwn t ge:-~eralen~ 

gage ment. 
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mont at Rhinefe1dt, with an army fo inferior in 
numbers. But what could not be done by ftrength 
was to be fupplied by the generaHhip of His 
Serene Highnefs; who, by his well-judged mo. 
tions, which he ordered his army to make on the 
12 th of June, turned the left wing of the French 
army towards the convent of Campe, and ob
liged their commander to quit his boafied camp 
of Rhinefeldt, or Rhineberg, and to retire to
wards Meurs, in the night between the 12th and 
1 3th. This point gained by Prince Ferdinand, 
his Highnefs gave a new pofition to his own army, 
and occupied the heights of Sr. Anthony's moun· 
tains on the 14th. On the 15th, about five 
o'clock in the morning, His Serene Highnefs was 
informed, that the enemy was advancing in four 
columns upon his righr. His Highnefs imme· 
diately ordered three guns to be fired as a fignal, 
and the whole army was under arms, in order of 
battle, a quarter of an hour after. He went 
afrerwards himfelf to reconnoitre, and faw di
ftinétly, th at, at a?out two leagues diftance from 
his right Bank, a confiderable body was coming 
over the plain of Hulfte, and marching towards 
Crevelt. Not knowing whether this body was 
followed by the whole army, or whether it was 
only a detachment of ir thar was marching that 
way, His Sere ne Highnefs halted till towards the 
evening, when he received certain information, 
thar the French army bad marched towards Nuys, 
and that the Prince de Clermont had only detached 
this corps, under the command of Lieutenant Ge-

neral 



'rH E L A T E w A R. t6t 

neral Cou nt de St. Germain, in arder to take poft A. D. 
at Crevelt. 1

75
8

• 

Upon this inform.ation his Highnefs fent his 
light troops and huifars to Kempen and Wachten
donck, and ordered the army into their camp again. 

On the 1 6th he changed the pofition of the 
army. 

On the 1 7th his Highnefs went himfelf to re
connaître, towards Kempen, the pofition of the 

· enemy's detach ment at Crevelt, but could not 
guefs at their reafon for fixing this detachment at 
fuch a diftance fro,m their army. In arder, ther~ .. 
fore, to be better informed of it, and to fee the 
counrenance this corps could hold, he ordered the 
Prince of Holftein, with ten Pruffian fquadrons, 
the five fquadrons of huifars, and the three bat·· 
talions of Sporcken guards, and Prince Charles, 
to march earl y in the morning of the 1 8th to
wards Kempen, whilft the Prince of Holftein 
ihould advance with his corps towards Hulfte : 
whereby it would clearly appear, whether M. de 
St. Germain would retreat towards the army, or 
whether the arrny of Prince de Clermon~ would 
advance towards Crevelt, in arder to encamp 
there. Agreeable to this plan, his Highnefs the 
hereditary Prince of Brunfwick fet forward on the 
1 9th from the camp, with 12 battalions. He 
marched direEtly towards Kempen, from whence 
he could perceive no alteration in the pofition of 
Count de St. Germain. 

At fix o'clock in the morning, his Serene High· 
nef'l Prince Ferdinand in perfon followed the he-

VoL . III. L reditary 
24 
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' A. D. reditary Prince to Kempen. He perceived forne 

I75 8· movements in the flying camp, which were of a 
nature to induce him to believe, that M. de St. 

Germain defigned to march againft the Prince of 

Holfiein, who was encamped near Hulfte. Soon 

after he was pofitively informed, that the whole -

of the French ~rmy had quitted Nuys, and were 

advanced on this fide Crevelt; on which, having 

taken his meafures, and formed a plan, as the cafe 

required, Major General Wangenheim was order

ed to advance early the next day, with his corps 

towards Hulfi:e, and Lieutenant General Sporcken 

was direéted to march after midnight, with tbe 

army, and to advance likewife to the plain between 

Hulfl:e and Kempen._ On the 2oth of June ail 

the troops his Serene Highnefs could difpofe of, 

were, by this means, reunited in this camp, the 

rîght of which extended towards Kempen, and 

the left towards Hult1e. The head quarters were 

fixed at Kempen, and; in order to prevent any 

ufelefs movements, his Highnefs ordered the 

quarter mafi:er general not to regard the rank of 
the different corps, nor the order of battle, but 

to place the regiments, as a great part of them 

were aétually pofted. 
On the 21ft was obferved a great moyement in 

the advanced corps of Co_unt St. Germain, and 

about ten in the morning, afrer decamping, they 

filed .off to their lefr, and marched towards An

rath, where they joined their grand ar my. 

In making this motion they abandoned the town 

pf Crevelt, which was on the front of their right 

wmg; 
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wing; the Hano.verian chaffeurs poJfeifed them- A. D. 
fel v es of it direétly, and his Highnefs alfa went 

1
7 57 • 

himfelf there to reconnoitre the pofition of their 
camp, which was clearly difcovered from the ftee-
ple at Crevelt. He did not think fit either to keep 
the faid poft, or to make any change in the pofi-
tion of his anny; in confequence of which, he 
ordered the chaffeurs and huifars away from that 
place, and the enemy repoifeifed themfelves of it 
an hour afterwards. 

Qn the 2 2d his Highnefs went again to recon
naître the camp of the enemy, particularly on the 
fi de of St. Anthony, on the heath, which led to
wards their left. And although he found many 
difficulties, principally on account of the country's 
being very woody, and having inclofures fur
rounded with large and deep ditches, he refolved 
to march the next day to the enemy, and attack 
them in their camp. 

In confequence of this refolution, the army was 
ordered to be und er ar ms on June 2 3, at one in 
the morning, and not to change any thing in the 
camp, but to loo.ve ali their baggage in it, and 
wait there for further orders. 

He affigned the command of the whole lefr Order of 
· {'ft' f 8 b al' ~..:1 8 r. battle. wmg, con 1 mg o 1 att IOns a1 • . 1 2 1qua-

drons, to Lieutenant General Sporcken, and gave 
the command of the right wing, compofed of 16 
battalions and 14 fquadrons, to the hereditary 
Prince and Major General Wangenheim; which, 
by the addition of the two regiments of Prufiian 
dragoons, Holftein and Finckenftein, of five 

L 2 fquadrons 
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A. D. 
17)8. 

'· 

fquadrons each, made a corps of 24 fquadrons, 
to be commanded by the Prince of Holftein, as 
the infantry was by the hereditary Prince. 

At four in the morning, the army began to 
move, the right advanced in two co]umns as far 
as St. Anthony, and the left the fame diftance, on 

- the plain leading to Crevelt, half a league fhort of 
it, where th~y halted to receive frefh orders. His 
Highneîs Prince Ferdinand went up the fteeple of 
Sr. Anthony, and fent for the two Princes of Hol
ftein and Brunfwick. There they obferved at lei
fure the pofition of the enemy's camp, where ali 
was very quiet. He alfo fent for feveral perfons 
thither, who were acquainted with the country, 
to learn from them by what routs we could ad
vance by, towards the enemy ; and being informed 
of many other points, abfolutely neceifary to be 
known, his Highnefs refolved torn arch to the right, 
and endeavour to come up with the enemy by the 

. v ill ages of V or ft and Anrath, on the flan k of their 
left wing. But, in order to raife doubts in the 
enemy, asto the fide, on which the real and prin
cipal attack would be made, he gave orders for 
Lieutenant General Sporcken tà fend Lieutenant 
General Ober"g, with fix battalions of the fecond 
line, Hodenberg's and Bremer's regiments of 
hm{e, and that of the body guards, towards Sr. 
Anthony, and to give them fix 12 pounders. 
Befides this~ his Highnefs gave orders, that when 
the aélion fhould begin on the enemy's left, M. 
de Sporcken, by way of Crevelt, and M. d'Oberg, 
by way of St. Anthony, fhould do their utmoft 

to 
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to advance and penetrate into the enemy's army; 
but however not to venture too far, unlefs they 
ihould be affured that his attack fucceeded to his 

165 
A.D. 
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wifh. His Highnefs chiefly recommended it to His High

them, to make boood ufe of their heavy artillery, t~efs1's pdar-
Icn ar l-

in arder to oblige the enemy to employ their at- reél:ions 

h 1 
. . h . d · about the 

tention as mue upon t 1e1r ng t wmg an center, a:·ti llery . 

as on the ir left, and to engage and di vide the ir 
attention equally in three different places, which 
would prevent them from fending any reinforce-
ment to the real attack, for fear of weakening 

, themfelves in forne part or other, where an im
preffion might be made. 

The difpofitions being made, his H ighnefs put 
himfelf at the head of the grenadiers of the right 
wing, at · eight in the morning, and taking the 
road thar Jeads to the village of Vorft, which he -
left on his right, the army advanced in t wo co. 1\-dvanceth 

1 d A h · h d h m two co • umns towar s · nrat , where t ere was a erac - lumns. 

ment of 400 of the ene·my, half horfe and half 
fDot, who, after forne difcharge.s of mu:fketry on Attack~ a 

each fide, fell back towards their camp, which i1~~~~n~~y. 
was not above half a mile dillant from them, and 
there gave the alarm. His Highnefs · then caufed 
the troops to advance, and double their fpeed to 
get out of the defiles ; he ranged them . in arder Form~ the 

of battle in the plain, between the· villages of ~i~ ~ of bat

Anrath and Willich, and marched direétly to-
wards the wood~ which covered their left. Before 
Prince Ferdinand gave the arder for attacking, he 
lifted up his eyes to heaven for near a minute, and. 
then drawing his fword, faid, " Brethren, we 

L 3 "have 
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A. D. " have a good cauîe, put your trufi in Providence, 

· 
1
75

8
· " you fee God is with us, the wind is changed, 

His fp eech d . . r. , , 
to the fol- " an It IS now on our 11GC, 

die:·s. At one o'clock. at noon, the enemy began to 

Engages aét. The Duke caufed his artillery forthwith to 
the enemy, 

advance, which, being greatly fuperior to that of 
the enemy, facilirated the means of his infanrry's 

forming themfelves over againll:: the wood, and of 

his cavalry's extending upon his right towards 

the village of Willich, making a lhew as if they 
deiigned to turn the enemy's left fl ank, to take 

them in the rear. After a cannonade as violent as 
it was weil fupported, his Highnefs faw plainly, 
that he mufi come t::> the poi nt of endeavouring 

In a wood. to force the enemy out of the wood by finall 
arms; wherefore the hereditary Prince put himfelf 
at the head of the firfl: line, that is to fay, of two 
battalions of the grenadiers of Schulenbourg and 
Schack, of the regiments of Block, Sporcken, 
Hardenberg, Wangenheim, Poft and Dreves; 
and advanced, with the whole front, direétly to
wards the wood. The fire then became there ex
tremel y hot on each fide, and neither difcontinued, 
nor, in any degree diminiilied, for two hours and 
àn half. In the mean while ali the other battalions 
cntered, likewife, the wood; fo that there re
mained but eight fquadrons, which formed a corps 
of referve, upon the plain, ready to be employed 
where circumfiances lhould require. 

The other 16 fqt1adrons, which were upon our 
right, never could penetrate on the other fide of 

the wood, on account of two batteries, which 

the 
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the fn~_my had plflced thefe, and which were 

fuftained by above 40 fquadrons. . In Ibert, about 

five ·dclock in the aftertwon, the hereditary 
Prioce, afiifted by the Major Generals Kilman·· 

:fègge and Wangenheim, gave orders for an attack 
to be made, by the grenadiers, upon the two 
ditches thar were in the wood, and that were lined 

with the enemy's infantry : and they were forced 

A.D. 
'17 58. 

one after the other. The other regiments of in- Enemy 
. . driven out 

fantry d1d the fame aH along the1r front. By of the 

h. L f h ' · 1: wood w 1cu means part o t e enemy s m1antry was · 
entirely thrown into confuGon, and retired out of 
the w<:>od in the utmoft éliforder, without ever being 
able .. tO raHy. The Hanoverian foot followed 

them, but without venturing to purîue them, on 
acc:ount of the enemy's ·cavalry, which, notwith

:franding the terrible fire of our anillery, not only 

kept the beft counrehance poffible, but even co
vered their infantry that was flying, in fuch a 
mahner asto proteél:. them from our cavalry, thar, 
between five and Gx in the evening, had found 

means to ga·in the plain. The H effian dragoons, 
and the regiment of cavalry of the fame nation, 
had two !bocks with the royal carabineers of Pro
vence, and the regiment of Rouffillon, and broke 

them. This was ali that the cavalry had to do in 
this day. A fquadron of the carabineers attempt-
ed to penetrate through our infantry, and attacked 

the battalions of Poft and Dreves, but with a con

fiderabl,e lofs; and though about 40 of them did 
indeed 1trce their way, they were never able to 

L + rejQin 
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A. D. rejoin their corps, and were all killed either by 
i7S 8· fhot or bayonet. 

The flight The enemy then did not think proper, or find 
of the ene~ them fel v es in a condition, to difpute the grou nd 

my. any longer; but retired towards Vifchell, and from 

thence took the road, that leads towards Nuys. 

In the fiight they loft a great number of men and 

horfes. 
During this whole affair, the fire of the artillery 

of the Generais Sporcken and Oberg had don·e 
great execution; but as the· diftance, they were at, 
made them uncertain, as to the turn affairs bad 

taken on the Prince's fide, they never ventured 
to attack th-e enemy's front, oppofite to them; fa 

that the enemy's right wing and center retired, in 

the greateft order, towards Nuys, leaving the allies 
h1afters of the field of battle, after a lofs on their 
.fi de, of between feven and 8 ,ooo men ki lied, 
;wounded, and · tak.en prifone~. 

tof~ . Suçh was the end of this aélion, whieh coft 
our ar my 1 o officers, 17 fubalterns, 2 69 common 
men, and 997 horfes killeà: 15 officers, 3 8 fub

alterns, 701 common men, and 55 horfes dan
geroufly wounded : 19 officers, 3 8 fu balterns, 
372 common men, and five horfes Dightly wound
ed ! 3 3 foldiers and z 7 horfes mi$ng. So that 
-the whole k illed, wounded and miffing, .amounrs 

;to 44 officers, 9 3 fubalterns, 13 7 5 corn mon men, 
11nd 184 horfes. On the fide of the French, the 
ch~valier de f\1tl y, Lieutenant General, received 
thtee wounds, one on th<'; head and two in the 

;litp ~ the Count de Gifors was mortally wounded; 
as 
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as was alfo the Count de Maille, colonel of the 

regiment of Conde. The Duke de Montmorenci, 

colonel of the regiment of Touraine, was alfo 

dangerouOy wounded, as was likewife the Count 

de Lauraguais, colonel of that of Roufillon. 

Colonel Lochman had his arm broke. Lieute

nant-colonel Efcher, with four captains and feven-

teen other officers of the fame regiment were like-

wîfe wounded. Six or eight regiments were en-

tire! y ruined. 
There were found on the field of battle two 

uniforms with the enfigns of the order of the 

Holy Ghoft, nine pieces of -cannon, eight four 

pounders, feven ftandards, two pai·r of kettle

drums, and twenti-two officers of difiinélion were 

taken in the purfu]t. When Prince Ferdinand 

went the next day to view the field of. battle, and 

A. D. 
1758. 

the principal officers made him their èompliments PrinceFer

upon the viétory, he faid, with tears in his eyes, dl inan.~ 's 
, nunwty. 

'' Gentlemen, I befeeéh you fay nothing more of 

'' th at kind ; look upon thofe bJoody carcafes, that 

~' deform the field : this is the tenth that in the 

" courfe of my life I ha:re feen, and I fincerely 

" pray God ît may be the laft." 

The Jight troops we're fent to harr~fs the c;ne

my's ret;e~t; and at ~i-ne in the evening al] our 

three different cmps jüined ·each oth~r in the field, 

from whence the enemy· had been ~rivèn, and re

mained there ali nigh~ under arms. 

It'was faid that the French were 6s,oop fi.rong, Strength of 

d. 1 B · · fh · h h both ar-
an t 1e nti army not more t an 30,000 ; t at mies. 

the French were forced againil their will to Bght; 
. . and 
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A. D. and that they ran away, loft tl1eir tents, baggage, 
17 5'3• and cannon e. 

Prince 

e The following is Count de Clermont's relation of the bat· 

rle on the 2 3d of June at Crevelt. 

" On the z.zd h~s Sere ne Highaefs the Cou nt de Clermont 

having received advice tf:at the enemy, who were encamped 

from Kempen to Hu lfi, were preparing to come and attack 

him, he made the proper difpofitiom fer their recep tion. On 

the z3d, at ten in the mor;lÎn_s, his Serene Hig hnefs was in. 

formed that feveral columns of the enemy were in fight, 

marching up to his camp. He immediately pu~ hi;; whole 

army under arms. The right extended to the wood at Vifche

lon, from whence it lined the Landverth as far as the farm of 

Hokelxmey. A little funher, in the fam e line, towards An

rath (in which was the royal legion ) he pofted four battalions. 

He alfo placed oppofite to the farm C3f Hermefdeck, a re

ferve confifiing of carabineers and dragoons. On the right 

was another fervice, cvmpofed of the gr~nadiers of France, 

and the royal grenadiers, and the brigade of Navarre. Be

hind the foot, in the center, were two !ines of horfe. Cre

veit was occupied by a detachment of 8oo foot, h01-fe, and 

huffars. 
" Such were our di{pofitions, when the enemy prefented 

tl1emfdves, approaching infenfibly to Cre,·elt on the right, to 

Anrath oh the left, and to the farm of Hokelxmey in the cen

ter. His Serene Highnefs, after forne ikirmifhing, made the 

detachment at Crevelt, which was pofted there only to watch 

the motions of the enemy, fall back upon the line. He alfo 

made the royal legion join the ]eft wing. 

" About noon the enemy made their difpofitions for at• 

tacking us in three different parts. They feil on Anrath firfl, 

which could not be defended, beca-ufe it was too far diftant 

from the left of our line. From thence the enemy advanced 

to the plain between the Niers and a fmall wood that runs pa

rallel to that river. His Serene Highnefs bad lined this wood 

with 1 5 ba.ttalions, compofed of the brigades de la Marine, 

de Touraine, and the detached regiments of Brancas and 

Lochman, 
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Prince Feràinand refolved now to lay fiege to A. D. 
17 ss. 

Duffeldorp, a city that belonged to the Prince 
. The liege 

Palatine ; of Duifel
dorp. 

Lochman, and 30 fquadrons, in arder to oppofe the en emy, if 

they iliould attempt to ad vance that way. 

" Th en emy began their three at tacks at one time. His 

Screne Highnefs foon perceived that the ir real attack was that 

in the wood on the lefr. He ient for the referve, which con

fiiled of the grenadiers of France, the royal grenadiers, and 

d1e brigade of Navarre. But by an incolllceivable fatality, 

the <>fficers, whom his Serene Highnefs oidered to bring up 

thefe brigades, mifled them , and this referve did not come up 

foon enough. The 1 5 battalions, after fuftaining a fire ot 
three hours, and repnlfin.g the enemy three times, were at laft 

obliged to fa11 back. aftter fuffering great lofs, and caufing the 

enemy. to fuffer a greater, who finding the fire of our infantry 

:!laeken, drew up in the plain. His Serene Highnefs ordered 

the carabine ers and the two battalions of horfe of Royal Rouf.. 

fillon and Aquitaine to charge them. The enemy were driven 

back to the wood. But as they bad their principal force in 

that part, and could bring up fre!h tpoops every minute, they 

again poared into the plain in greater numbers; and it was no 

longer poffible for the cava1ry to 2.ttack them with advantage. 

,,, As the referve which his Serene Highnefs fent for, did 

not come up, he gave orders for a retreat, which was made in 

the greate!t order, the enemy not daring to follow us, and -oùr 

army ariived at Neufs without being annoyed in the leaft on 

its march. We brought off our wounded. His Serene High. 

nefs judging his pofition at Neufs to be improper, either for 

waiting for the enemy, or for marching to them, is corne, 

J~.fter halting there one day, to encamp at Woringhen.'' 

The people at Paris received the news of rhis defeat with 

the utmoft concern : a letter written on that occafion will ferve, 

in forne rneafure, to iliew their defpondency. " We know not, 

fays the vïriter, precifely the amount of our lofs ; but it is 

certain the enemy gained the field of battle.-Mean while. 

till we are jnformed of the particulars of this .fatal day, and 
of 

0 J 
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Palatine ; but lent to the French for a place of 
arms and magazines; garrifoned with 2,oco men. 
In this meafure his Sere ne Highnefs had two views; 

either to deftroy their magazines in this town and 
make the garrifon prifoners ; or to force the arrny 

to refcue its complete ru in, in their relief. Accord
ingly on the 28th he appeared before DuJieldorp, 

and fummoned it to furrender: four batteries were 

ereéted, and plyed the town very br ifkly with 
bombs and bullets; fo that in the fpace of five da ys 
they beat clown and reduced So houfes to afhes, 
and damaged many more, amongfi: which were 
the Eléétor's palace, feveral churcbes and other 

public and fiately buildings : under whnfe h_eaps 

of rubbifh -many perfons perif11ed. On the· 3d of 

of th_e true- caûfes of this new difgrace to our arms, wbi-lff we 

deplore the tofs of fo many gallant men, we cannat help at

tribu ting it t~ the levity and pailion for pleafure that pre\•ails 

a t prefent; and which are attended wirh 2iili~ation; inc:rpa

tity, and co ntinuai craving. Inftead of ftudying their : èaty, 
and qualifying themfelves to difcharge it; inftead of attendmg 

the welfare and intereft of their country, and il:riétly fJ1lowing 

the King's internions and commands, we fee, to the difgrace 

of thé nadon, that molt of the le"ading men in our army have 

rninded only the enriching themfeh·es by the d fo!ation and 

ruin of the enemy's country; and whillt they authorize by theil' 

example, and for their own private gain, corruption and 

frauds in the ·cornmi!ïaries, they have de!l:royed an army, 

which, under ai Marfhal Saxe. would have ~iven law to ~Il 
1::> 

German y. Hence we fee the Bafti!dill : tlnee oflicer~ of high 

rank are· j uft now fe nt thither, and no lefs th an tweh·ë were 

lodged in it before. 1 hefe atls of jult- feverity will, we hope, 

bring back the ancient fpirit of honour, difcipline, and œco

nomy, by which oul'generals and officers were difiinguilbed in 
former times." 

J u1y 
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July Prince Ferdinand being applied to by the A. D. 

1758. 
principal burgers, for leave for the towns people 
w withdraw with their effeB:s, a fufpenfion of 
arms was granted for a certain rime : du ring which, 
the governor, having no expeétations of relief, ca
pitulated for the garrifon to march out with the Capitu-

b 
. r. . f lates. 

honours of war: ut an 1mmen1e quanttty o 
ftores, ammunition, provifion, and a numerous 
and fine train of French artillery, were delivered 
up with the city. 

The battle of Crevelt and the lofs of Duffel- P rince of 
. . Clermont 

dorp, fimfhed the command of the Pnnce of gives up 

Clermont, for he was fuperfeded by M. de Con- ~:=n~o~~
tades, who was charged with the command of the M. Con

French forces on the Rhine, till the arrivai of M. tades. 

de Eftrees, reftored. But ail this adverfe fortune 
did not divert the attention of the French miniftry 
from their original plan of operations againft thofe 
countries, from which their grand arrny had been 
fo lately driven, with fuch difgrace. Prince Sou- PJ"ince 

b . d d l · h ! Soubize 1ze was or ere to marc 1 w1t t 1e army under m:lfChes 

his command, and to penetrate into the Land- for H eE".!. 

gravate of Heife. But he was not able to exe-
cute thefe orders with the fuccefs his court ex-
peéted. For, as his vanguard attempted to take H is van 

il. 0 h · b J. œ d M defeated by potL at tter e1m, etween 1euen an arpurg, the militia. 

the Heffian militia came fuddenly upon them, and 
killed or took them prifoners, though they were 
a feleét corps drawn out of two regiments and 
Fifcher's troops. Had this defeat been proper1y 
improved by the regular troops then aifembling 

und er 
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A. D. under PFince Y fen berg, Heffe would have had no
IJ7,58· thing more to fear from a French invafion. 

Motives This march of the Prince of Soubize was in·· 
~~:e~sou- tended to drive Prince Ferdinand back from the 
1narch. Rhine, or at leaft to divide his forces for the de .. 

fence of the countries of the Britifh allies. But 
his Serene Highnefs had formed a counter plan, 
either to eut off Soubize's arrny in Heffe, or ta 
oblige him to come to the affifhnce of M. de 
Contades. For this purpofe Prince Yfenberg 
had orders to oppofe the progrefs of the French 
on that fide, with every art, without rifking a bat .. 
tle, till ~he laft puih, and in the moft advantage .. 

Motives ous fituation. By this means his Serene Highnefs 
;:~~;~nee hoped to gain ti me, till he i11ould be ftrengthened 
nand's with the Britifh troops, confifting of 20&8 men, 
condw~l: on . , 
this occa- and 3000 horfes, wh1ch had emoarked, and were 
iion. daily expeél:ed in his army, by the way of Ecnb-

den. In the mean time his Serene Highnefs 
marched to R uremond on the Maefe, with a de
fign to transfer the feat of war into the enerny's 
country; which, feconded by the naval operations 
on feveral parts of the coaft of France, was ex
peéted to oblige Soubize's army and ali their 
forces to haften back from Germany, to defend 
their own country f. How this excellent plan 
failed will be feen in the courfe of 'this hiftory. 

f A plan that feems to have been concerted with the Britilh 
minifl:ry, and by them formed upon the mofl: obvious and moft 
apparent circumfl:ances to promife fuccefs, when our army wa.s 
flufhed wi th viél.ory, and had pa.!fed the Rhine, and the French 
in no condition to flop their progrefi, without manifellly weak
ening every part of their German plan of operations. 

3 As 
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As foon as our miniil:ry received advice of the A. D. 

viétory· gained by Prince Ferdinand at Crevelt, _1 :ss. 
and of the furrender of Duffeldorp to his arros, ~~~~~1or. 
he was ordered to maintain his fiation, with pro- ~red for 

mife of an immediate reinforcement of l3ritifh ermany. 

troops, which he had long folicited; and with 

them to penetrate into the enemy's country, as 

foon as he fhould have notice of the execution of 

a fecret expedition, then under confideration to 

faveur his op~rations. 

The troops, in number 2.o68 men and 3000 Embarked. 

horfes, were fhipped off for Germany, and arrived 

at Embden on the 20th day of July g' under the 

command of the Duke of Marlborough and Lord 

George Slckville, who preferred this fervice on 

the continent, (as more agreeable to their own fen .. 

timents in favour of a continental war) to any 

conneEtions with naval operations on the coaft of 

France : And this diOike to expeditions againft 

the coaft of France diffufed itfelf fo fafhionably 

amongft the friends of continental meafures and 

the military officers, that the government was at 

lafi driven to fuch an alternative, that they muft 

t CJ'he Generais and regiments if horfe and flot, Jent ta Germany~ 

ta j oin the ar my on the Rhine, under the comznand if Princ1 

Ferdinand of Brunfwick. 

Generals. Duke of Marlborough, Lord George Sackville, 

Marquis of Granby, General Waldegr:.ve, General Sir John 

White ford, Major General Kingiley. 

Horfe. Blue's, Bland's, Howar __ 's, ScotsGra~, General 

Cholmondeley's, Sir John :-.. :ordaunt's. 

Foot. Napier's, Kiniley's, Hufke's, Hume's, Stuart's, 

Bruden~ll's, from Embden, replaced by 4-00 inv-alids. 
eithèr 
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A. D. either accept of a general, that had fcarce ever 
175

8
· been remembered amongfl: the rewards of merit, 

Generai r. .c fi J 1 d · Biigh, why who was now tent 10r rom re an , upon a quue 
appointed different command and fervice, and almoft worn 
to the 
command out in the fer vice of his country, and with age; or 
againfr f ] l 
Cher- give up the thoughts o a ittora war upon France. 
Ilourg. · The minifl:er, reduced to this dilemma, was too 
A}

1
efcdent well convinced of the expediency and neceffity of 

1'e1o ve on 
by the mi- this kind of attack upon our enemy, either to be 
nifrer. difcouraged by the bad countenance, with which 

the la ft expedition had been con?uél:ed in the ene
my's country; or to be compelled, by the refolu· 
tion of the military gentlemen, not to refume the 
plan of another defcent upon the fame coaft. A 
rnifcarriage under the prefen t circumfl:ances would 
be more · advantageous to the national intereft, 

Why? than no attempt. A defcent mu ft be made to 
caufe a diverfion in favour of our allies ; to en
gage the enemy to employ in their own defence, 
a confiderable part of their forces ; and to difturb 
and !hake the credit of their public loans : a 
Bligh, or a , with the charaéter of an ho
neft and brave fol dier, trained up in the art of 
war, an·d in the fervice of his country, was as ca
pable of this command, as any of thofe great 
names, that had rejeéted the offer. Time was pre
cious : the fervice was nece!fary : the minifter did 

The com - not hefitate a moment. Lie 'tenant General Bligh, 
m anders h h d b r. .h f J 1 d d by ièa and w o a . een tent 1or rom re an to comman 
land. the troops going to Germany, was greatly fur-

prized on his arrival at London, that his deflina
tion was changed for the command of this expedi

uon, 
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tian, which had been refu[ed by thofe co:1cerned 
in the former: however he was appointed to the 
command by land. Who thought it his duty 
to accept thereof; and got ready, in three days 
after, to carry his inftruétions h into execution, 

though 

1! Secret lnjlrullions for our trujly and rwell belorved 'Thomas Bligh, 

Efq; Lieutenant General of our forces, rwhom cwe ha'T.Je appointed 

General and Commander in Chi if of ail and jingular our troops 

~md land forces, appointed or /o he appointed, for afecret expedi

tion for our Jer·-vice; or for Juch other ojjicer, on rwhom the com
mand ùz chiif of our faid troops and land forces may de'T.Jolrve. 

Gi'T.Jen at our court at Kenjington the I 8th day of J uly, 17 58. 
in the thirty-fecond year of our reig1z. 

Having by our commiffion, bearing date the 1 3th day of 
this inftant, appointed you to be General and Commander in 
Chief of al! and fingular our forces appointed, orto be ap
pointed for a fecret expedition ; for your better difcharge of 
the great and important truft thereby repofed in you, we have 
judged it proper to give you the following inftruélions. 

I. Y ou !hall, immediate! y upon the receipt of thefe our in
firuaions, repaîr to the Hie of Wight, where we have appoint
ed fhips to convey you, and the forces under your command, 
to the coafl: of France ; and fo foon as the faid forces !hall be 
embarked, you !hall accordingly proceed without lofs of time, 
under convoy of fuch of our fhips of war as !hall be juclged 
proper for that purpofe. And our trufl:y and well-beloved 
Richard Howe, Efq; whom we have appointed Commander 
in Chief of our faid fhips, is infl:ruéted to co-oper!ite with 
you, and to be aiding and affifting in al! fuch enterprizes, as, 
by thefe our inftruélions, you !hall be direéled to undertake, 

for our fervice. 
II. Whereas we have determined, with the hleffing of God, 

to profecute the jufl: war, in which we are engaged againfl: the 
French King, with the utmofl: vigour ; and it being highly ex
pedient, and of the greateŒ utility, to continue forne cxpedi~ 

VoL.lii. M tion, 

24 
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though he forelàw the uncertainty of the event; for 

the people at Cberburg, the on] y place fixed upon 
m 

tion, that may caufe a diverfion, and enga; e the enemy to 
employ, in their own defcnce, a conlidera.ble part of their 
fo rces, deflined to invade and opprefs the liberties of the Em
pire. and to fubvert the independcncy of Europe; and, if 
poffible, to make fome effe[tual impreffion on the enemy, 
which, by èiiturbing and fhaking the credit of tbeir public 
loan:, and at the fame time fecuring and proteftir.g the com
merce of our own fubj efts, by frriking at the principal feats of 
their pri vateers, as weil a~ by difccncer~ing, and in part fru

ftratirg, their dangerous and ex~enfive operations of war, 
may refteél luftre on our arm s, and add !ife and ftrength to 
the common caufe: our will and pleafure is, that you do exert 
your utmofi endeavours to land, if ic !hall be found praéticable, 
with the troops under your command, at or near Cherburg, on 
the coJ ft of 1' ormandy, and to attack the batteries, forts and 
town of Cherburg; and in c:1fe, by the bldiing of God upon 
our anns, the faid place iliall be carried, and chat our troops 
fhall be able to maintain themfelves there, a competent time, 
for demolifhing and dellroying the port and bafon, to;;ether 
with all che fhips, naval ftores and wo1ks, batteries, fortifica
tions, arfenals, and magazines, there unto belonging, you are 
to ufe all polftble meam, effeélually to demolilh and deftroy 
the fame; and you are alfo co exert fuch other efforts, as you 
!hall judge moft proper, co annoy and cii::refs the enemy 
When this fervice !hall be compl ted, or in cafe the attack 
abO\·ementioned on Cherburg fhall not fucceed, our \Vill and 
pleafure is, that you do procecd co carry a warm alarm along 
the coaft of France, and to make defcents upon any part, or 
parts thereof; and attack any place, that may be fou nd praéti
cable, from the eaftc:rmoft point of Normandy, as far well

' ard as l\Iorbix, inclufi ve; and y ou are to carry into execu
tion ali , or :my of the abo\'e operations, in fuch orcier of 
time, a:. from the circumfbnces of the wind and weather • 
lh.ül be moll ~.di'Îfcable, :wd mo!l conduci ., e to our fen'Ïce; 

and 
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in his inftruélions, having been already alarmed, 

were prepared to receive him : befides the number 
of 

and whereas the divedion hereby propofed to be made, is of 

th~>! highefi importance to the good of the common caufe, our 

will and pleafure is, that you do continue with as much vigour, 

and give as much duration to the various operation s of the 

prefent expedition, as !hall be found praé:ticable, and conftfient 

wirh the good of our fervice, as weil from the ftrength and 

tenable nature of any place or pofi, whereof you may be

come m afier, as from the force, which the enemy f11all colleél; 

in thofe parts, to oppofe you, and from the circumf1ances and 

fituation of our troops and fhips; during which time, you are 

to exert all fuch efforts for annoying the enemy, as you ihalt 

judge proper; and you are in ali cafes, to preferve, with the 

utmofi attention and circumfpeé1ion, the communication with 

our fhips. 

III. Whereas the fuccefs of this expedition will very much 

depend upon an intire good underfianding between our land 

and fea officers; we do hereby f1rié:tly enjoin and require you. 

on your part , to maintain and cultivate fuch a good under

fianding and agreement; and ta orè er, that the foldiers under 

your command, fhowld man the fhips, when there !hall be oc

cafion for them, and when they can be fparcd from the land ' 

fervice; as the Commander in Chief of our fquadron is in

firué:ted on his part, to entertain and cultivate the fame good 

ur:Jderfl.anding and agreement, and to arder the failors and 

marines, under his command, to affill: our la nd forces, and to 

man the batteries, when therc !hall be occa!ion for them, and 
1 

when they can be fpared from the fca fervice; and in order to 

efiabliih the ftrié:teft union th at may be, bt:tween y<;>u, and the 

Commander in Chief of our fnips, you are hereby required 

to corn municate th e fe inrlruétions to h · m, and he will be di. 

reé:ted to communicate thofe, he !hall receive, to y ou. 

IV. Y ou !hall, from ti me to tirne, and as y ou !hall have op· 

pt'munity, ft:nd conllant accounts of your proceedings, in the 

execution Q[ thefe our infiru.élio ns, to one of our principaf 

M z ft:cre tarjej 
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of troops had been diminiihed about one third 
part by ficknefs ; and three of the beft batta- _ 
lions were fent to Germany, from the forces em
ployed at St. Maloes. The command by fea was 
given to Richard Howe, Efq; now Lord Howe; 
whofe behaviour on former expeditions, and ala
crity in this fervice, had in a particular manner re
commended him to the favour of his fovereign : 
and in order to wipe off forne of that difguft, 
which might have_diffuîed itfelf, from rhe averfion 
propagated by the late commanders, amongft the 
army, his Royal Highnefs Prince Edwàrd, now 
Duke of York, attended with many volunteers of 
noble extraél:ion, and gentlemen of merit and 
fortune, was pleafed to countenance this expedi· 
tion with his prefence. 

Cherburg, the firft and chief objeéè deftined 
for deftruélion by this armamenr, is a city and 
fea port, which, both by its fituation and im
provement in ftrength and commodioufnefs for 
great fhips, promifed in time to become the great
cft ièourge of the Britiih coaft, and the terror of 
our navigation in the channel. The town is fitu
ated in a plain, within the diftriét of La Hogue, 

fecretaries of flate ; from whom you will receive fuch further 
orders and inJlruétions as we may think proper to give you, 

V. In cafe the circumflances of our troops under your corn. 
mand , or any urgent neceffity, fuould require leaving the coafls 

of France, before you can receive our orders for that purpofe; 
you are, in cafe of fuch neceffity, to return to England, and 

land the troops at fu'h of our 1 orts, as !hall be moft conve
nient. 

3 on 



His Royal Higiméfs EDWARD Duke ofYo1·k. 
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on the north fide of Lower Normand y, and in 
that part of the province known by the name of 
the Peninfula Cotentin, at the bottom of a large 
bay, formed like a crefcent, by the Capes Bar
fleur and La Hague. On the north it is bounded 
by the fea : on the eafr by a large plain, about 
three miles long : On the weft by another plain, 
about a mile and half in length ; and on the fouth 
by an agreeable profpeEt of fruitful gr.ound, and 
the hill of Roule, on whofe fummit is the great 
foreft of Brix and Turlaville; about 70 miles from 
Portfmouth. 

181 

It was al ways looked u'pon as a place of forne A place 

h fi fi d fi 
. of confe-

confequence, bot or de ence, an or annoymg quel).ce. 

the Britifh coaft : for which purpofe it had been 
well fortified. But in 1687, Lewis XlV. with 
the advice of Marfhal Vauban, gave orders to 
have it fortified in the modern way, and to add a 
capacious bafon to the harbour, for the reception 
of a large fieet of men of war. In confequence of 
this refolution the new works were immediately 
begun, and the wall was carried a great heigh t in 
the year 168 8. But in the following year bath 
the old and new fortifications were demolifhed ; 
nothing remaining but two towers, part of the old 
fortificatiom ; one of which was converted into a 
magazine of gunpowder. 

The town contains about 6ooo in habitants. Inhabi-

f h. h . r d .1. . r: ftants, &c. 
Out o w 1c 1s 1orme a rn1 ltla, con11fting o 
four companies, commanded by a major, an aid- Strength. 

major, four captains, four lieutenants, and four 
enfigns or fecond lieutenants : and a party of this 

M 3 militia, 
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militia, draughted out of each company, mounts 
guard daily. 

I-Iere are five forts upon the bay; the Turia· 
ville redoubr, the Long let, the Galette, the Equer
dreville and the Cherfeville. ln time of war a. 
fourth part, and forne times one half, or more, of 
the citizens are obliged to keep conftant guard in 
the Galette:', the mof1: confiderable fort; becaufe 
the fhips fhelter themfelves under this fort, till 
they gc:t water enough to carry them into the 
harbou r. The Turlaville is fituated S. E. of 
the town, the other forts towards the W. and 
N.W. 

The harbour lies on the E. and S. fides of the 
tO\Vn, and the entrance to it is S. and N. The 
ti de he re is 13 or 14 fe et, at high water : at low 
water tbere remains no more than the water of 
the river : and it is fecured from the violence of 
the N. E. winds by the ifland of Pelee, which 
lies at the mouth of the harbour to the N. E. in 
cx~ent 400 fatboms from N. W. t9 S. E. and 
300 from E. N. E. to vV. S. vV. vVithin was the 
bJfon, which with the piers, had cofl: the crown of 
France upwards of one million fi:erling. 

Expedition 
fleet rails . 

Againft this place Commodore Howe, with his 
fieet and tranfports, Lieutenant- General Bligh, 
and his troops on bo::trd, fet fail from St. Helen's 
on the firft day ?f Augufr. They arrived in Cher
burg road at feven in the evening, on the fixth 
of the fame month : and in an hour's time the 
bombs began to play upon the town. At [even 
next morning the fieet got under way, and at nine 

came 
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came to an anchor in the bay of Marais, two A. D. 
Iïss. 

leagues weft of Cherburg, where about 3000 of 
the enemy, borie and foot, appeared behind the 
fa nd- banks, as if they intended to di !pute the 
landing of our troops. But the difpofï tions being 
made for a àefcent, the grenadiers and guai ds 
landed in Bat-botromed boats, about two in the 
"afternoon, under the covert of a fmart fire from 
the frigates, bombs;, floops and armed cutters. 
1-Iis Majefry's troops, having made the ihore, Land. 

formed a fiand with all the chearfulne[c; imagin
able, under the command of General D ru·ry , vvho 
marched them up to the poft of the enemy, and 
received three fires before he beg2n the attack ; 
which was executed with fuch fpirit and vigour, 

that the French quitted their poft, and were pur-
fued with great flaughter, efpecially amongft the 
horfe, !kulking in hedges and ditches; with the 
lofs of only twenty men killed and wounded on 
our fide. Here allo were taken two pieces of 
Brafs cannon, drawn clown to this beach to oppofe 
our troops in their lanàing. It was not till next 
morning thar the hor:e and artillery b.nded: w hi ch 
was effeéled without moleftation. The army im
mediately formed, and at noon m,u-ched D) rward 

in two columns to Cherburg; and as they ap- Surrenders, 

proached the garrifon abandoned the place: io 
thar our army entered and took po!feffion thereof 
witbout oppofition, there being no fùrtifications 
to defend ir, next the country. 

i Which were charged with a great quantity of b3.1ls, and 

did great execution am9ngfl the French cavalry. 

M 4 A ma-
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A. D A manifefio was publi!hed, which contained 
17 58·. promifes of good diîcipline and prorettion to thofe, 

Afprol11dlle who made no reuftance. This quieted the ap-0 goo . . 
difcipli :> e. prehenfions of the mhabltants, and kept them 

from deferting their habitations ; and contributed 
much to thar civility, with which they received 
their Englifh guefts ; and almofi exceeded the ca-: 
reffes of the beft friends. 

lt cmarks But neither the march from the landing-place, 
on the con- h b h · f d h r f · duél: of nor r e e av10ur o our army un er t OJe atr 
the com- promifes, have efcaped cenfure. As the enemy mander. 

hovered about, and rheir numbers were not fuffi-
ciently known, it was thought a little inconfiftent 
with thar maxim in war, never to occupy any 
ground, but where you can exert your "vhole force 
to the befi ad van rage, for the commander in chief 
to encamp and hamper his troops in fuch a con-

- fined fituation, that the ground on which they 
laid all night did not exceed 400 paces: Sa 
thar had the enemy attacked them in the front, 
or on the lefr, they would have been obliged ta 
.fight with infinite di!advantage; the tems being 
pitched in a crouded and irregular manner. le 
was owing to the fame inattention that the inha
bitants had caufe to complain of the outrages 
committed by our foldiers. It was not fufficient 
ta prevent diforders by a mere prohibition or 
command . It was neceffary alfo to encamp re· 
gular1y with the bulk of the army, in order to 
have the fold iers fuperintended. For the want of 
this precaution, difcipline grew relax, the foldiers 
lived at large, and indulged themfelves like brutes 

ih 
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in riot, licentioufnefs and plunder. A breach of A. D. 

E ILk 175l:l. faith very unbeçoming the nglim ; and which 
had well nigh proved very fatal to themfelves; 
for had it not been through the firiB: difcipline 
with which the foot-guards fet a laudable example 
of fobriety, the whole army were in danger of be
ing -cut off, in that diifolute fcene of drunkennefs, 
that enfued a difcovery of the wine magazines : 
though there was a body of the enemy's troops, 
fuperior to them, under a madhal of France, and 
within a few hours march. 

General Bligh being now in poifdiion both of 
the city of Cherburg, and of the forts of ~er
queville, Homet and Galet, proceeded, accord-
ing to his inftruB:ions, to deftroy the bafon 1 and Bafon, &c. 

dellroyed, 
the and artil

lery, &c. 
k See the note on p. 8 5'. Vol. III. taken. 
1 The mafonry of the bafon and jettys was fo Jlrong, that 

the .miners found it extremely difficult to enter it with their 
tools. But what was the moft curious of all, was the fluice. 
lt was confiruéted by the famous M. de Caux, chief engi-
neer to the prefent Frencà King, and was about forty French 
feet broad, and 162 long, ereéled upon a bottom of hard fand, 
two or three feet deep, under which was a bed of marle, and, 
{even or eight feet deeper, a bank of folid rock, of unknown 
t-hicknefs. To lay the foundation, fo as not to be incom
moded by the fea, the whole fpace was firft of ail encom
paffed Çy a dam, five feet thick, coated with free-Jlone, 
and lined with clay, the whole laid upon a bed of heath
broom, efpecially towards the fea, to prevent the fand from 
walhing away. On the fide of the port, there was a fmall 
fluice, mad~: by way of precaution, to let out the water, to 
ile raifed by machines, wh en the tide was out ; laftly, to the 
depth of fixteen feet, was made an excavation, fufficiently 
wide for the workmen to turn with eafe every way about 

the 
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A. D. the rwo piers at the entrance of the harbour; 
1 75 8· alfo to ru in the harbour itfelf, that it might be 

renclered 

the foundation. Jt was not wiôout many ob!:ruétions that 
the depth was gained, for innumerable fprings broke in upon 

the works, fo that twelve chain-pump~ were con~antly em

ployed, and thofe fcarce fufficient to clear away the water, 

though theydelivered at leal1 18o cubic toifes per hour. 
When the dam was furrounded by the full tide, they were 
forced to have recourfe to five other pumps, or mills, \Vith 
vertical chaplets fixteen feet high, and fix or feven feet 

diameter. 
The excavation was begun by portions of a~out three fa

thom wiJe, and, when they came to a fufiicient depth, piles 
were driven clown, on which to fix the vertical mills. A3 
the column of water to be raifed was fourteen or fifreen feet 

high. winches were applied of a proportionable flrength. 
Tbus the whole extent of the fluice was drained and hoUowed 
out in about fix month~, but the ereéling the mafonry, &c. 
took up forne years. 

The maffy parts of the mafonry, of about four feet fquare 
each, were ftrengthened and more firmly conneéled by iron 
cramps, fixed in wirh melted lead. Particular care was taken 
to chufe the hardel1 of free 11one, fcarce any lefs than three 
feet, or three f~e t and a half cube, and the ordinary cement 
was made in the following manner: 

Eq ual parts of the hardeft ti le fhards, fragments of free
flone, and fcori:e from iron founderies, were powdered and 
:fifted, and, when cleared and dried, were mixed together, 

and a kind of bafon formed, in which they flacked about half 
the quantity of quick lime, ar.d L:t it lie forne hour; ; afcer 
which they mixed ail well together, and placed it on a fione 
or wooden platform, to be beaten once a day with batts edged 
with iron, till the cement was reduced to a foft pal1e. 

For filling up the joints of the free-ftone-facings of the 
fluice, they ufed a cement made of equal parts of teil-powder 
or pieces of crucibles, fandever, and fmith's forge feales, all 
reduced to powder, to which about half the quantity of flaked 

lime 
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rendered incapable of receiving and covering any 

of the King's fhips of war; and to demolifh all 

the batteries, forts, magazines and fl:ores at that 

place and along the coafl:. There were feven and 
twenty 

lime was added. This compofition was mixed with the fame 

precautions as the former, and a quantity of the large red 

fnails without iliells were beat up into a pafte with the 

powder. 

On one of the fluices were found the following infcrip

tions: 

On the eafi: fide. 

Hanc juffit Lodovix, fuafit Floneus, et undis 

Cura vit mediis Asfeld us furgere molem: 

Non aliis v otis almee prcefentior urbi s. 

Ars fra:: na , it aquas, fluétus domuitque minaces. 

Bine tutela viget, fiat copia, gloria cre(cit, 

Hinc rex, hinc fapiens, herofque manebit in ;:evum. 

On the well: fide. 

LUDOVICI XV. Ju!fu, 
FLORf.lE Confilio, 

ASFELDI Duélu, 

In .!Evum ftat hcec Moles. 

Ars, natur;:e viél:rix, aquarum impetum refrcenat, facilem 

navibus tempell:ate aélis aditum dat, tutelam a!ferit, copiam 

invehit, gloriam perpetuat, fimulque principem, fapientem, 

heroa, pofteritati commendat. 

In Englifh, thus; 

1ouis and Fleury truft to Asfeld's care 

Amidll: the waves to raife this mighty piet, 

Propitious to our pra y 'rs the fabric flood, 

Curb'd the fierce tide, and tam'd the threatning flood: 

Bence wealth and fafety flow, hence juft renown, 

The king, the fiatefman, and the hero crown. 
This 
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twenty fhips in th~ harbour, which were burnt. 
One hundred and feventy-three pieces of iron can
non and three iron mortars were deftroyed, and 
twenty -two fine brafs cannon and two brafs mor
tars rn were fent to England, with the colours 

This work, 
Ey the command of Louis XV. 
The ad vice of Cardinal Fleury, 

And the direétion of Count Asfeld, 
Shall endure for ages. 

taken 

Here art bas fubdued nature, fet bounds to the raging waves. 
opened an eafy paffage to ihips in diftrefs, enfured fafety, 
invited wealth, and perpetuated the glory of the monarch, 
the minifter, and general. 

PARODY. By an offcer in the expedition. 
Louis and Fleury mull, with Asfeld now, 
Refign to George, to Pitt, to Bligb, and Howe. 
One bla!t deftroy'd the labour of an age, 
Let loofe the tides, and bid the billows rage: 
Their wealth and faft:ty gone, their glory loll, 
The king's, the ilatefman's, and the hero's boall:. 

rn A return of the brafs and iron orènance, &c. At the 
batter ies beyond ~erqueville, great and fmall, 5 iron ord
nance; at three batceries on this fide di~to, 8 twelve and fix 
pounders, iron ; at ~erqueville, 3 tweh·e rounders ditto; at 
Bornet, 5 fix pounders ditto; at ~erqueville , 6 twelve and 
fourteen inch iron morcars, 1 brafs ditto; at Fort Galette, 
twenty-four pound ers, 4 of brafs; at ditto, fixteen ditto, +of 
ditto; at ditto, twelve ditto, 2 of ditto; at ditto, fourteen 
inch mortars, 2 of ditto ; on the road to Cherburg, twelve 
pounders, 2 of ditto; at Longlette, 3 twelve pounders, iron, 
and 1 iron founeen inch mortar ; in the town of Cherburg, 
of difFerent fizes, 10 b,rafs, and sz iron ordnance; at the Sand
hill intrenchment, 15 fix pounders, iron; at Fort Tourna ville, 
z forty -two fOunùers, iron, and 1 brafs fourteen inch mortar. 

-Total 
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taken in this expedition. In the mean time, that A. D. 

the engineers, affifted by the officers of the fleet 
1
7 S 

8
·• 

and artillery, were employed in the demolition of 

this harbour, &c. the light horfe were detached 

to fcour the country, and to lay it unrler contri

bution n. But by venturing too near the camp, S~ver~l 
. r · ll(irmdhes. 

wh1ch the enemy was 10rmmg, and every hour re-

inforced, at Walloign, about four leagues diftant 

from Cherburg, there happened feveral .lkirmiihes 

between the out·-parties of each army, in one of 

which the brave Captain Lindfey, one of the moft 

intelligent, aB:ive and induftr~ous officers in the 

fervice of the light horfe, was wounded by a 

mufket-ihot; of which he died univerfally re-

gretted o. 

This 

-Total 22 brafs ordnance, 99 iron ditto, 3 brafs mortars, z 

iron ditto. Defhoyed at Fort Galette, thirteen i- inchl fhells 

400; at ditto, fhot of different kinds 6ooo; at ditto, flint, 

catks 1 ; at ditto, lead !hot, ca!ks 2 ; powder left for the ufe of 

the engineers deftroying the forts, barrels 17 ; ditto deftroyed, 

with a great quantity of flores and !hot thrown into the fea, 

at the redoubt at Tournaville, barrels 13 ; filled cartridges for 

forty-two pounders 40; one large gun; !belis of fourteen 

inch es 21 1 ; deftroyed at Fort Galette, fmall arrns 1 13 ; at 

Cherburg, ditto and mutketoons 300; at Homet, pounds 

FOWder 21 ,ooo; at Cherburg magazine, ditto 27,000; 

match, tons 4· 
n They brought hoftages for the payrnent of 1 8,ooo 1. 
o The general, attended by forne of the cornrnanding of. 

ficers, going out to reconnoitre, with a detachrnent of grena

diers and a party of light horfe, forne of the French cavalry 

appeared at a dillance. Captain Lindfey, of the light horfe, 

was immediately ordered tQ attack t'hem, at the requeft, as it 
Îll 
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A. D. This fidl: objeél: of General Bligh's infl:ruélions 
1

75
8

• being performed, the troops re-embarked on the 
~nb·oopks re- 1 6th, and continued two da vs in the harbour 
un ar • ' 

without feeing an enemy to molefi: or harrafs them 
in their retreat. And notwithfi:anding any cavils 
about the conduét, and delays, for which forne 
blamed the commander in chief; it mu ft be al-

Import-- Jowed, That the importance of this blow was not 
~ï~:~fthis only confiderable by the damage clone the enemy; 

but it gave life and fpirit to our people : it made 
them feel their own legs again, and to look a 
Frenchman in the face, without any of thofe ap
prehenfions, that had grown out of paft mifcar
riages. lt was now we faw cannon and colours, 
trophies taken off the walls of our enemies, car
ried in triumph P through the metropolis of the 

Britifh 

is faid, of forne young gentlemen, who were defirous to fee 
the horfe engage, he ad vanced with a brifk pace, \\ ithout de
taching from his front and flanks; and, falling in \Vith a 
body of infantry pofted behind a hedge, received a fe\·ere fire, 
which obiiged the light horfe to wheel about and retire. 

P On Saturday, the 16th of September, the cannon and 
mortars brought from Cherburg, having been expofed for 
fometime in Hyde-Park, palfed by his Majefty, and fet out 
from Hyde-Park, and came through the city in grand procef
fion, guarded by a company of matroilès, with drums beat
ing and fifes playing ail the way to the Tower, where they 
arrived about fot..r o'clock in the afcernoon. There were 
twenty-three carriages, drawn by two hundred and twenty
nine horfes, with a poftilion and driver to each carria:re in 

0 J 

the following manner; the li rft, drawn by fifteen grey horfes. 
with the Englifh colours and the French underneath; fevell 

ditto, drawn by thineen horfes each; nine ditto
1 

by nine 

borfes 



T H E L A T E w A R. 
BritHh empire: a fpeétacle, to which this genera- A. D. 

1]58. 
tion had been a firanger; and the fir(l: enterprize 
upon the coaft of France, for ièveral ages pafr, 
which had clone honour to our country, and 
brought difgrace upon the French. 

After conlÎderina his inil:ruétions, the corn- Reafons 
· · f .c 

0 
.J 1 · · l · . for Blicrh's mander m chie JOUnu t 1at one pnnCipa VJew, m ulterio1:' 

fending out this armament, was to make a di- operations. 

verfion of the enemy's forces; to continue a warm 
alarm along the coaft of France, and to make 
defcents on any part from the eaftermoft point of 
Normandy, as far weftward as Morlaix, inclu-
five; Grenville moft naturally offered to be the 
next objeét of his operations. But when he 
confldered that the enemy had no longer occafion 

horfes each ; three ditto, by [even borfes each ; one ditto, by 
fi \'e horfes; th en the two mortars, by ni ne horfes each. Thefe 
pieces were fine! y ornamented with the arms of France, and 

mher hieroglyphics, fuch as trophies, &c. finifhed in a 
mafterly manner, their names, exaét weight, and nearly their 
bore, are as undcr, except the mortars : 

Cannon 
Hecube 
Nitocris 
Emerillon 
Temeraire 
Augufta 

Ulyffe 
Foudroyant 
Renom y ne 
Laborieux 
Diligence 
Morefque 

Inchcsin 
wt. bore 

5320 
s68o 
577° 

6 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditw 

Cannon 
Antonin 
Infenfible 
Mailfaifant 
Vanquer 
JuHe 

In the fecond Iine. 

2 3S3 4-t Sage 

3311 5 Violente 

3367 ditto Furieufe 

3302 ditto Imperiufe 

3960 dit co D~vinereife 

3980 dicto 

wt. 

574-0 

~66o 

4-34-6 
+ISO 
4-16o 
fi 30 
f009' 

Inches in 
bore 

6 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

for 
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A- D. for a garrifon or troops, to guard the town and 
1 75 8· country about Cherburg, and that there were 

t cn thoufand forces already affembled for the pro. 
teél:ion of Normand y, and that they could eafily fall 
down towards Grenville, and move over to Caen, 
and to the other parts of that coaft, fo as to ren· 
der an attempt almofl: impraél:icable: and being 
further informed, by advices fent from our mi· 
niftry, that an attempt upon Morlaix would be 
attended with great difadvantages, there being a 
great number of forces ftationed at Breft and in 
that neighbourhood, ready to oppofe a defcent 
upon that coaft ; General Bligh's future operations 
were prudent] y confined within a very narrow corn. 

Relolvetl pafs,which, upon the beft intelligence,were refolved 
:aMgjl.i

1
nfi:, St. to be attempted againft St. Maloes by landing at Sc. 

a oe s. 
Lunaire, about two leagues weft of St. Maloes. 

D . They put to fea on the 18th with this inten-nven on 
the coail: of tion : but were driven by contrary winds upon 
England. 

the coaft of En gland, and on the 2 3d came to an 
anchor in Weymouth road. Kext day they weigh
ed, and afrer forne contention with the winds, 
they proceeded and made the French iliore, on the 
25th of Auguft: But could not reach the place 
of their deftination till the 3d of September in 
the evening, when the fleet came to an anchor in 

Arrive and St. Lunaire bay. On the 4th the troops were 
r:~a~~'St. landed without any oppofition, but with the lofs 
on theco:1fi: of eight men q drowned, who were overfet. They 
of France . 

q Sorne accouts fay, fi ve men and forty -five firelocks. The 
weather was very doubtful. So that on the firft day there 
only fixty light horfe and two field pieces Ianded ; nor could 
they bring any more for the fucceeding days. 

rnarched 
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marched immediately to an eminence, and en- A. D. 
17 ss. 

camped there, about half a mile from the water-

edge. A piquet guard of fifty men, with officers, 

was pofted about half a mile above the camp, and 

kept under arms ali night, to prevent a furprize. 

Which fbot fe veral of the en emy, and took others 

prifoners, who were fent to reconnoitre the fitua-

tion and numbers of our army. Next day the 

commodore came on fbore, wirh Prince Edward : 

and they accompanied the general to a village, 

about three miles from St. Maloes, to reconnoitre 

the fe at of his in tended aél:ion. But this aél: of The dan• 

curiofity had Iike to have proved fatal to his ~~~·nc0f Ed

Royal Highnefs. The enemy, being apprized ofward. 

their vifit, ply'd them weil with cannon balls~ one 

of which dropt not a yard and half fhort of the 

Prince. However, Sir William Boothby returned T~irteen 
• fh1psburnt. 

this evening to camp, w1th his detachmem of 300 

grenadiers, who, with great bravery, marched 

within a mile of the outfide of St. Maloe's har-

bour, and burnt thirteen fhips: which were ali 

thar he found there. 

The reafon that induced the commander in chiefReafons 

to make this attempt upon St. Maloes, exclufive f~~ \~~ck
Qf what is faid before, was a fuppofition thar, as Maloes. 

the town W'as firuated on a rock, almoft fur-

rounded by the fea, not above 6oo yards long 

and 400 broad, exceffive populous, and fupplied 

with water by an aqueduét of pipes only; fuch a 

place, when once invefted, would be foon obliged 

to furrender, by cutting the pipes and bombard-

ing the town: and moreover he was induced, by 

VoL . . Ili. N fome 
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forne intelligence, to believe, that in cafe of ne
ceffity, his troops might be able to Gpen the wall,. 
and to take the place by ftorm at low water. 

The fhips at St. Brifac being burnt, and the 
point of Sr. Dinar, and the whole wefi-ern coaft of 
the Rance, oppofite St. Maloes, being reconnoitred, 
and found without any cannon for its defence, a 
council of war \Vas aifembled to confider of the 
praéticability of the attack. In which it was ob
ferved, that as the body of troops now landed 
was greatly diminiilied, from what they were in 
the lare expedition, it was impoffible to inveft the 
town ory both fides of the Rancer : they could 
only inveft it now on the weft fide, by placing 
fl1ips at St. Dinar, which the pilots, who were ac
quainted with the coafi-, thought very praél:icable. 
Three methods were then propofed of moving 
from thence to the oppofite fide to Parame and 
St. Servant. The firft, which the pilots imagined 

would be praéticable alfo, was moving the flat

bottomed boats in the night (a caution requiute 
on the coaft of a fortified ifland) along the !bore 
of St. Dinar, up the river, oppofîte to Tour a 
Chaus, a little above St. Servant, and there to 
carry the troops over. But there was a French 

r The mouth of the river, which forms the bafon, is two 
miles over in its narroweft part, fo as to be out of the reach 
of land batteries. The bafon was alfo firencrthened witb fe-o 
ven frigates, or armed veffels, whofe guns could be brought 
to bear either againft fhips entering the channel, or batte
ries to be ereéted on the lhore : and fifty large cannon or bat
teries defended the entrance. 

man 
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man of war, with forne other veifels, near Dinar
point, which would employ one night to defl:roy 
them, before this method could be put in execu~ 
tion. This,.circumfrance would occaGon delays; 
and other great difficulties being ftarted, indepen-
dent of this, the firft method wws rejeéted. The 
other rwo methods were, either going round by 
Dinant, about eighteen miles from the fhore, and 
Janding the artillery, &c. near Paramé; on em-
barking all the troops at St. Lunaire, and land-
ing them again near Para.mé, together with the 
artillery. But neither of thefe methods could be 
effeéted without the immediate aid of the men of 
war, anchored in fuch a fiation as to eut off the 
communication with Dinar and the weftern coaft. 
The weather made this meafure alfo impraéticable. 
The commodore not only affured the general that 

19J 
A.D. 
17 58. 

it was impoffible for him to give him affillance to Dangerom 
bombard the town, without hazarding the lofs of afnclh:>~~;.;e. 

...., o t 1e ne et, 
all the men of war, amongft the chain of rocks 

' that lie in that harbour : but that the weather 
would not permit him to lie any longer at the 
place where the troops difembarked; and that he ~roceed s t<? 

r St. Cas-
muft fail for the bay of St. Cas be10re he could b:1y. 

take up the troops, if he intended to reimbark; 
it being with the utmoft difficnlty that he had 
landed the provifions, or fenc a boat off with a 

' rneifage to the fleet. 
In confequence of thefe remonfhances, it was Attack 0f 

unanimouily refolved not to attack Sr. Maloe •. ~~~:1:"'loes 

~ See the note on p. 88 . Vol \ IIf. See alCo ,P · 91. ib. 

N 2 The 
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A. D. The general therefore ordered the army to de- . 
1
75

8
• camp early next morning, and they began to 

~:;::;. re- march towards the bay of St. Cas. The enemy 

now appeared in fmall parties, and harraffed our 
men by firing out of the woods; by which we 

loft ten men, and had two officers wounded. 

Our army encamped on the 7th in the evening, 

about half a mile from the village of St. Brifac, 
intending to ford the river Equernon t, near that 

Slirmilhes. place, in the morning. The enemy's fmall par-
. ties kept our camp under arms ail night, by their 

O rders to 
burn and 
delhoy. 

frequent alarms; but did them no damage. The 
peafants and forne regulars took·poft at St. Guildo, 

on the other fide of the river, as if they had re

folved to difpute the paffage with our army. How
ever, on the 8th the whole army forded the river, 
each perfon, without diftinétion, wading up to 

his middle, and got over, in the midft of a brifk 

fire, with the lofs of te men and one officer 

killed, and two officers wounded: forne of the fol 
diers loft their firelocks in the water, and were 

almoft drowned, being hauled out with rent poles. 
The general fent a Friar to acquaint the command-
ing officer, that if they did not defift he wou]d 
red uce all the villages he paffed in to allies. The 

Fri â.r did not return with an anfwer; and the ge

neral gave orders accordingly to burn and deftroy 
every place in his march. 

t T his r iver is pa/fable only for abo ut two hours 'at 

]ow water, and the ford is dangerous on account of quick
fands. 

\Vhen 
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When the army had paffed the river, the fun A. D

8
• 

175 . 
was almoft fet, by waiting for low water, the only M h . 

arc till' 
time for them to pafs over. Therefore, it not Matig-

being advifable to advance by night, in a coun- non. 

try that had not been reconnoitred, efpecially as 
he cou]d get no certain information of the ftrength 
or fituation of the enemy's troops, the general 
encamped that night a little way weftward from 
the river in his rear ; and without any moleftation 
from the enemy. But next day the advanced 
guards, of three hundred grenadiers, under Co- Skirmifhei, 

lone] Clarke, on their march, were met about 
eleven o'clock, by five companies of French re- . 
gulars, drageons and infantry, who kept at the 
diil:ance of about 150 yards, moving off gra-
dua!! y, as our men advanced, without any firing 
on either fide u. They drew up in the inclofures 
round the town of Matignon : but upon Colonel 
Clarke's forming his grenadiers, and detaching· 
forne parties to flank them, they immediatêly 
retired. 

The army came up to Matignon about one An;ycs at 

o'clock, without feeing any thing, but fmall par- Matig-non. 
ties, that endeavoured to harrafs our flanks : one 
of which advancing too far, made fignal to fur 
render; but that not being readily perceived, one 
of our flanking parties fired, and killed the of
ficer and forne of the men . 

11 Another account fays, that they engaged, and that the 
Frenchmen, after the firft tire, loft zoo men killed and wound, 
ed • and the reft fied. 

N3 Her~"' 
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A. D. I-Iere was the poft, which the general had de-
•75 8· figned to maintain, as long a3 he was able, in or-

vv; Y c:n- der to alarm the country, and contribuee, as o mp1 

there. much as poffiblc, by this means, to there calling 
of troops from Germany; his inftr.uétions direét
ing him to continue with as much vigour, and to 

give as much duration to the various operations 
of the prefent expedition, as fhould be found 
praét:icable. For this purpofe he ordered a camp 
to be marked out far his army, about ha]f a mile 
on the ]eft of the town. Upon the mufter it 
was fou nd th at the re had been loft, this da y, about 
thirty men, of whom eleven were made prifoners. 
C ne efcaped back again, and reported that his 

Cmelty of comrades had been put to death in a moft bar .. 
the French 
to thei r barous manner. 
prifoners . M atignon 

1
was about a league from St. Cas. 

All the army encamped on this fpot, except the 
g renadier companies, which covered the town on 
the e ther Gde ; and the fecond regiment of guar~s, 
which the general fent to St. Cas for provifions, 
p articul.u' y for bread; and together with this de
tachmcnt he ordered Colonel Cunningham, chief 
engineer, to reconnoitre the beach, and fee what 
would be proper to be done, in cafe he could not 
maintain his ground. 

I ntelli - Seve:al d ife rters came to our camp in ·the even-gence of 
the ene- ing; and by them, and fome prifoners, particu-
my's 1 1 
firen n-th 1ar y a F rench dragoon, taken by the piquet guard 
and de- the ge neral WJS very weil informed. That the' fi gns . 

enemy was encamped about two leagues off: that 
th ei r army confifted of feve_ral regiments, col

leéted 
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I~éted from àifferent parts of the province, even 

from Breft, and that: neighbourhood : and that 

they were to be joined by the garrifons of other 

towns, efpecially that of Sr. Maloes, which were 

hourly expeéted in their camp, and that they 

were determined to -(Ive the Engli!h barde next 

morning. Thus the French army was reprefented 

vaftly fuperior to ours : and it was further re

rnarked, th at it was in the ir power, either to gi ve 

battle, or to retire, till fuch rime as they could 

be fure of over-powering us by numbers w; or of 
making 

w The French forces were very numerous. The following 

Ï5 an authentick lift of them. 

French Generais. 

Le Duc d'Aguillon , commander in chief. 

Marquis d'Aubigné, lieutenant-general. 

Marquis de la Brock, l . . 
Monf. de la Tour Auvergne, 5 maJ. gen. 

Re~ments of infantry from BreŒ. 

Battalions. M en. 
Bourbon z 1400 

Royal V ai1Teau z 140 0 

Royal Etrangers 2 lotfOO 

Briifau I 700 

Brie 1 700 

Petrthievre 1 700 

9 6300 

Drageons. 

Mahvert 
Squad. 

Militia, guardes de cofte, } 
and armed peafants 

Cannon 8 
Mortars S 

N4 

z 

sooo 

The 

1 99 
A.D. 
17 ss. 
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making our retreat extremely difficult and ha· 
zardous. 

The general officers, for thefe reafons, werc 
of opinion that it was proper to match next day, 
and to embark the troops without lofs of time: 
except Lieutenant-Colonel Clerke, the quarter. 
mafter-general, who advifed the difembarkation 
of the reft of the light horfe and field pieces, and 
advaneing to attaek the enemywithout delay: hoN-. 
ever the majority prevailed. Orders were accord. 
ingly iffued for the whole army to continue ali 
night under arms: and the general fent his aid de 
camp immediate] y away to Lord Howe, to inform 
him of his intention to march the next morniag, 
and to embark the troops, as foon as the naval 
preparations could be made for thar purpofe. 

This night a party of the enemy alarmed the 
piquets : but afcer receiving the fire of one of the 
advanced pofts, they fired a few fhot and retired. 
It was refolved to mareh by break of day. But at 
one o'clock the enemy beat to arms, and forne de
ferters cameover, who informed us that the French 
were contriving to get between our army and the 
fhips, and fo to eut off our retreat. An informa. 
tion greatly fufpeéted, to be cont~ived by the. 
enemy, to frighten us away, rather than with a 
view to fave us from being eut off. Be that as it 
will ; this haftened our retreat, whieh, with an 

The regim~nts th at joined thefe troops from St. Maloes, the 
r vening before the attack, were urwards of 3000 regulars, 
f9o~ ~nti dragoo~s. befid~5 militia, 

.enemy 
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enemy at our heels, ought to have been conduél:ed A. D. 

without noife, in the moft fecret and filent man.. 
1
75S. 

ner poffible. But a little before day the generale The army 

was ordered to be beat; and the ar my, confifting at ~~:r~~~;/11 

this time of 6,soo men, marched off the grou nd ftde. 

at break of day in one column only; and faw no 

appearance of an enemy attempting tO break in 

between them and the water fide ; except that the 

grenadiers, which formed the rear-guard, were 

obliged to exchange forne !hot with the advanced 

parties of the enemy. 

It was ni ne o'clock before the troops began to An ac. 

embark on the beach of St. Cas: when about four ~~~~~~-f!_ 
battalions were got on board, the advanced par- barkation 
. . ~~ 

bes of the French appeared on the h1gh grounds. troops. 

The embarkation continued very quiet, till the 

French had formed themfelves out, by degrees, 

thro' the inclofures: and whcn they faw themfelves~ 

bbth asto fituation and numbers, capable of attack-

ing our remains on the iliore, with fuccefs, they 

brought their field pieces to bear, and a fhocking 

carnage e_nfued of our men; not only on the !hor.e, 

but in the boats, tho' Lord Howe did ail in his 

power to cover them by a iliarp fire from his fri-

gates and bombs ; there being none of our artillery 

on ihore. 

The account of this affair is a verv tender , 

point: and as it has been related with feveral 

marks of prejudice, we will colleét the faéts from 

ali the narrativ~s of this expedition, and lay them 

impartially bdôre the reader. Firft let us hear 
whaé 
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what has been publifhed under the name x of the 
commanding officer, who fays, " After the Ge
" nerals Moyfon, Bofcawen and Elliot were on 
" board the fhips, with their feveral brigades; 
" and after the greateil: part of General Drury's 
" brigade, which was the laft brigade, had been 
" embarked, I went on board with thofe whofe 
" duty it was to attend me, there being no other 
" troops, then on ihore, but the rear guard, corn
" pofed of the grenadiers commanded by Colonel 
" Griffin. My anxiety for the rroops made me 
" fray perhaps longer th an I ought r, and contrary 
" to my dut y. 

" Some parties of the enemy moved_ clown from 
" the high grounds on the right, and General 
" Drury went with three companies of the firft re
" giment, which was ail of his brigade, that was 
" at that rime a-ihore, to the afiifrance of the 
" rear-guard. 

" The beach was about three quarters of a mile 
" long, with a fand bank in front, almoft as ad
" vantageous for us, in many places, as for the 

x This letter was publifhed on the 4th of November, and 
gave great ofFence at court, on account of the poftfcript, &c. 
where L-d L r is m'entioned. Wherefore, on the 
8th an advertifement figned Thomas Bligh appeared, declar: 
ing in general, that he difavowed fever:1l particulars in this 
letter. However, it was ftill reputed a genuine apology for 
his conduét by himfelf or order. 

Y Prince Edward alfo continued on ihore till Lord Howe 
C(')mmanded him to return to his ihip, in which his Royal 
Highneü aéted only as a midfhipman. 

~~ enemy; 
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" enemy; though they had formerly a bad kind 
" of a parapet made to prevent our landing in 
" th at bay, which was but imperfeél:ly deftroyed. 

" WhiHt our troops were covered by this fand 
" bank, the frigates fi red with great facility, over 
" them, upon the enemy. So that had the artil
" lery been brought a1hore, in ali probability it 
'' would have been loft, and could have been of 
'' no fervice, but by obftruéting a much greater 
" fire. 

" Sorne of our companies of grenadiers moved 
" up to the top of this bank, and fi red upon forne 
" of the enemy, who were coming clown and 
" forming from the heights, which killed a great 
" many of them, and threw them into confufion: 
" but freih troops of the enemy advancing, they 
'' retired to the lhore. 

" The rear-guard, the three campanies of the 
" firft regiment included, confifted of about 
" 1400 men, of whom were miffing about 700, 

" and of thofe between four and soo were prifon
" ers. The number of killed and wounded 
" amongft rpe enemy, according to the ir own 
" moft moderate accounts, was more than double 
" that number." 

Such is the relation of this tranfaétion, under 
the fuppofed direétion of the General in chief. 

203 

Let us now colleét what was publifhed under his By othen. 

name and Commodore Howe's, and by othet 
parties concerned in this enterprize. An officer 
of the marines informs the public, That his fhip 
joined Lord Howe on the 3d of September, four 

3 leagues 
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leagues W. of St. Maloes; and that next morn
ing the troops beihg embarked in the flat bottomed 
boats, ftood in for Alborough bay, a bq ut two 
leagues to the W. of St. Maloes, where they 
landed without oppofition, under the cover of the 
Rofe frigate and the Swallow floop ; except a few 
guns, which were fi red from a battery on an ifland, 
on one fide of the bay, whofe fhot dropt without 
doing any damage. There were orders given 
next morning for two frigates and a bomb to attack 
a battery on a peninfula, which forne of our 
troops endeavoured to force by land; but that 
fervice was countermanded, becaufe the Commo
dore thought it impraéticable without hazarding 
the lofs of the ihips : yet this very battery was 
taken by a party of marines on the 9th, without 
any lofs. 

General Bligh, in his letter of the r 3th to the 
fecretary of frate, refers to a former wherein he 
had mentioned the neceffity of the fieet's quitting 
the bay of Sr. Lunaire, and its proceeding to St. 
Cas ; for fear, he fays, of being drave on fhore 
againfi' the rocks, the wind blowing hard upon 
the !bore : that his army marched on the 9th ro 
St. Guildo, on the 1 oth to M atignort, to meer 
the fleet, which lay out beyond St. Cas Bay, ta 
get provifions : that in the evening he did receive 
intelligence, that there were twelve battalions of 
foot and two fquadrons of horfe at Lambale, on 
march to attack him, which came from Breft: 
that with the unanimous aavice of the general 
officers he decamped, having fent to the Comma· 

dore 
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dore to be prepared to receive his troops, marched 

on the 1 1th at 4 o'clock in the morning; and that 

the troops marched into the boats as faft as they 

arrived z; the fiat bottomed boats being ready to 

receive them. He adds, that the enemy did not 

appear on the heights above, till about an hour 

after his troops began to embark: that they faon 

after began to fire with their cannon, but did not 

attempt marching clown, till almoft all the troops. 

were embarked, except the grenadiers, which 

made the rear-guard of the w hole, who marched 

up to oppofe their advancing, arrd behaved with 

great bravery and refolution ; tiiJ, overpowered 

. by numbers, .they were, at laft, obliged to give 

way, and re ti red to the water fide: till the boats· 

could come in to take them, where they fuffered 

much by the enemy's fire. 

Lord Howes relation of this critical rime of 

embarkation, fent to the Right Honour able W IL

LIAM PITT, fays, That the forme r corps were 

taken off wirhout any conjiderable interruption from 

the enemy : but in their attack upon the rear· 

guard feveral of his officers and men were made 

prifoners, and forne were wounded and killed a. 

Other 

z Which was not till nine in the morning. _ 

a Lijl of the fea ojjicers and men, ki/led, wounded, &c. attht 

re-embarkation of the troops, from the B ay of St. Ct~.r• on the 

I 1 th day of Septembcr, 1 7 58. 

Belonging to the E!fex, one feaman killed, one wounded .

T o the R ochefier, Mr. Somerville, fecond lieutenant, killed; 

--, midfhipman, wounded; feven feameQ killed, elevep 

wounded . 
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·A. D. Other accounts are more particular: fix frigates 
' I75 8· four bombs, and two fioops ftood into St. Ca~ 

Bay, to caver the re-imbarkation of the troops, 
who were formed near a windmill, on a hill about 
three quarters of a mile from the beach. At nine 
in the morning the army began to march down to 
the boats, which lay ready to embark them. By 
eleven, two thirds of the army, the wounded 
men, the light horfe, a great many more, and 

Att<tcked the artillery were on board, when a body of the 
~:Y:he ene- enemy's horfe fir!l: appeared on the top of the 

hill, and a little afterwards, a much larger num. 
ber of infantry occupied the ground round the 
windmill. When the enemy moved to defcend, the 

Fire from 
the fhip
ping. 

bomb ketches played upon them with great fuc
cefs; particularly the Granada threw a thirteen 
inch fuell fo right as to oblige the horfemen to 
difmount, their horfes becoming ungovernable; 
and the mortars being charged with pound ihots, 
did great execution amongft the infantry alfo, and 
wherever they fell. But at half paft eleven they 
opened a battery of fix pieces of cannon, near 
the windmill, from which they kept a clofe fire 
on our troops while embarking, till they were 
obliged, by the number of fnel ls thrown from the 

wounded. - To the Portland, Captain Maplefden, taken; 
Mr. Lindfey, mid!hipman, wounded.-To the ; ;omague, 
Captain Rowley, fl ightly wounded and ta ken; two ïeamen 
wounded.- To the Jafon, Capt in Pafton, taken; one feaman 
wounded.-To the Salamander, Captain Elphinftone, taken. 
- To the Speedwell, two feamen wounded.-Total of fea
men killed, eight ; wounded feventeen. 

ketches, 
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ketches, to file off for a while towards St. Cas, 
and to defcend the hill under the caver of a wood, 
in which the Irifh brigade took pofr. But the con
tinuai fhower of balls 'from our ihips and ketches, 
faon found them out, diflodged them, and forced 
them back to their firft pofi : where at twelve 
o'clock they opened a battery of cohorns behind a 
hedge, on the right of the mill; which was but 
of a final] duration : for it was fo feverely handled 
by a con tinual fi re from the fhips, th at it was 
filenced, after they had thrown no more than twa 
fuells, which did forne damage among our troops. 
They again filed off to the Iefr, and got poffeffion 
of the village of St. Cas, half way dawn the hill. 
This obliged General Drury, who had with him 
the grenadiers of the whole army, to the amount 
of 1 zoo, and four companies of guards, to draw 
them up on the beach to cover the battalions while 
embarking: and the enemy, to be lefs expo[ed ta 
the fire from the !hips, left the village, which was 

· fet on fire by a carcafs, and got poffeffion of a 
hollow way, which entirely covered them. They 
went dawn on bath fides a,nd in front; but were 
peppered fo clofely not · only with fl1ells, but with 
fmall !hot, of one pound weight, (of which the 
Granada only expended about 3ooo, fired at the 
rate of two or 3 0 0 at a ti me, out of large mortars, 
that they made a great flaughter, and intimidated 
the French foldiers fo, that their officers were ob
liged to drive them clown before them, like !heep 
ta Oaughter. For forne hundreds of them were 
killcd in their dçfêent ta this hollow way, by the 

fuipping. 

20] 
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fhipping, before the armies engaged. It was now, 
th at General Drury, formed his grenadiers in two 
divifions, and marched to attack the enemy, as 
they defcended. But, by a miftake, this brave 
refolution turned to their deftruél:ion. For, the 
peafants had thrown up a fort of dyke to keep 
out the fea from overflowing the country ; which 
reached from one !ide of the beach to the other, 
the whole extent of the bay, and ferved as an ex· 
cellent breaft-work to cover our men from the 
enemy: but infl:ead of making this ufe of ir, the 
marching of General Drury's divifion over this 
dyke, who advanced to make the attack, within 
piftol !hot, it was rendered ufelefs to our men, and 
became of great advantage to the French. He 
certainly !hould have ftood his ground and waited 
the enemy's approach behind the dyke: but he 
quitted his breaft -work, to attack the en emy 
drawn up in form of battle, with a great fupe· 
riority on the other fide. The three front compa· 
nies of grenadiers gave the firft fire, killed every 
Frenchman as he advanced, (the beach being 
covered with their dead and wounded ) and would 
probably havedriven them back, having made them 
give way t wice, bad not the continuai fuccours 
brought them back to the charge: and our three 
companies having expended all their ammunirion, 
General Drury was at Iaft obliged to give way in 
his turn. Now he perceived his error: for, in this 
time of need, the fecond divifion could not o-et 

t:> 

over the dyke rime enough to fuccour the firft; 
which was _entirely broke: and but a few _got back, 

with 
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with great difficulty. This put the enemy in pof- A. D. 
feffion of the dyke, from whence they fired wirh '75

8
· 

a continuance upon our grenadiers. There was 
now no alternative. They could not form again, 
for want of room; being clofe to the water. 
They muft efcape by the boats or be killed. The 
general in this dilemma ordered the whole toRun to 

wheel immediarely to the right, and to make to their boa~~ 

the boats as faft as poffible ; forne got on board : 
but a batte-ry, which the French had ereéted on 
the middle .of the hill, played fo furioufiv, that 

- . 
numbers of the boats were beat to pieces. In 
forne of the fiat-bottomed boats, ten, twelve, and 
in one fixteen feamen and a lieutenant, out of 
twenty, employed to row them, were killed: 
which fo intimidated the boatmen, that they were 
afraid to go to the Ihore ; till the Commodore, G allant 

fufipeé1:in
0
o- the caufe of their backwardnefs, went beFhaviour 

o L ord 
himfelfh, and flood upright in his boat, amidft all Howe. 

the fire of the enemy. Such an example animated 
the whole fleet: from th-at time no one ÎKulked, 
and many lives were faved, that muft otherwife 
have been loft. No men in the world could be-

'b On Lord HQr:we's going into hiJ boat, andfoowing himfilf ta the 

failors, in urder ta encourage them ta ad<vance /Q take in thl 

lt"oops at St. Gai. 

So when the Grecians to their navy fled, 
High o'er the trench, Achilles rear 'd his head. 
G reece, for one glanee of th at tremendous eye, 
Strait took new courage, and difdain'd to fly. 
Troy faw agha!l the living lightnings play, 
And turn'd their eye·balls from the flalhing ray. 

Pol'i's HoMER., Book 18. 

VoL . III. 0 have 
25 
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A. D. have with more bravery than ours didon this de-
1758· fperate occafion. Sorne of them turned about and 

difcharged their pieces, while they flood almoft 
to their chin in water, and then threw off their 
acoutrements and cloaths, and chofe rather to 
fwim for their li~es, than be taken prifoners. 

Great lofs . ' When they faw no retreat left for o_ur men on 
fhore, they mounted the dyke, and by a vaft fu
peiiority of numbers, drove thofe that remained 
inro the fea; moft of whom were eitber drowned 
or killed; the fire from the !hips not being able 
to caver them: becaufe bad it continued, our 
men muft have fuffered as much, or more thereby 
than the enemy. A few found !helrer under a. 
rock, and were taken up by our boats: and as 

foon as the fire ceafed from the fhips, the French 
gave quarter to thofe, who threw clown their arms c. 

However 

c G cneral Drury is reported to be !hot in the breaft, and 
being helped by a grenadier, pulled off his cloaths and taking 
to the water, was drowned. Sir William Boothby, who was 
fecond in command over the grenadiers, faved himfelf by 
fv;~mm.Dg two miles, in his doaths, to the fuips. Sir John 
iirmita;e, a volunteer, was ihot upon a rock, to which he 
f\vam for ilielter. 

Lift of off.ètrs ta ken prijone1!. 

Guards. Lord Frederick C:n·endiili, Lieutenant Colonel 
Pierfon Captain Dickens, Captain Hyde, W. Lieutenant· 
Colonel Lambert, Enfign Sir Alexande-r Gilmour, Captain 
Po\\nall.--Lord G eorge Bentinck's. Captain Heathcote. 
Lii!Utènant Shearing. -Cornwallis's. Lieutenant Thompfon. 
-Loudo.rn 's. Lieutenant Price.-Effingham 's. Captain Brom. 
h~ad, Lic .. ntel,ant \Vh) ly, Lieurenant Den!hire.-Manners's. 

Captaio 
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However it mu ft be recorded to the ir ete rn al in- A. D. 
\758. 

Jarny, that whatever merçy the French pretended 
to 1hew to thefe, and compaffion to the wounded, 
they were guilty of a moft inhuman aétion, that 
rnuft never be forgot.-When our boats were French 

11 f h . h J Il 'Il . r inhumani-a out o t eu reac , t 1e cowarc y v1 ams, 1ays ty. 

an eye witnefs, kept firing whoie plaroons on 
forne of our naked men, that could not fwim, 
and ftood with their heads juft above water, to be 
accidentally taken up by the beats of fuch veffe~, 
as laid neareft the fhore; which the feamen at
tempted with the rifk of their own lives. 

The conduél: of thofe concerned in this expedi- Remarks 
. . d b fi h b f h bl' on this ex~ t1on, was arra1gne e ore t e ar o t e pu lC pedition. 

with great freedom. The impropriety of landing 
the troops at a place, in unfettled weather, on a · 
beach, from whence, except the wind blew direétly 
from ihore, and that but fiightly, it was impoffi,.. 
ble to reimbark them in time of neceffity; and 
where they could not even effeél: the landing of 
the artillery, nor comrntmicate with the fleet, 

Captain Nap.ier.-Wolfe's. Lieutenant Rofe.-Lambton's. 
Captain Revel, Lieutenant Grant.-Richmond's. Lieutenant 
Priee, Lieutenant Lam!:Journ, doubtful.-Crenaèier Guards. 
Captain Bridgman, Captain Matthews, Captain CafweH 
wounded. 

Li.ft of offiars ki/ltd. 
Major-General Drury .-Guards. Captain Walker, Enfign 

Cooks.-Loudoun's. Lieutenant Williamfon,-Hay's. Cap. 
tain Edrnondftone.-Effingharn 's. Lieutenant Sandys.
Manners's. Lieutenant Moore. Lieutenant Wells.-Rich
rnond's. Lieutenant Drurnrnond.-Grenadier Guards. Cap
tain Rolt.-Manncrs'li. Lieutenant- Colonel Wilkinfon. 

0 2 but 
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but under the moft hazardous circumfrances ; was 
faid to be departing from thar wifdom and ability, 
which had, on all former occafions, recommended 
the commander at fea to the favour of his King and 
country. The commander by land was alfo impeach
ed for expofing his army to the manifeft hazard of 
being diftreifed for provifions, and ofbaving his re
treat eut off by the enemy; and for want of more 
cauti.on in his retreat, before an army,of whofe great 
fuperiority he had certain intelligence. Matig
non was a full march out of his way from St. Lu
naire to the bay of St. Cas : and the beating of 
the generale in the morning of his retreat, was 
publifhing his intentions to the enemy, who, he 
was informed, was providing to give him barde 
th at very morning. And if it be true_ th at a pro
pofal was made to the general to embark the force 
from a fair open beach on the lèft, between Sr. 
Guildo and St. Cas; his rejeéting that ad vice and 
aàhering to thofe raih meafures, thar followed, 
will do no honour to his me mory. _ The marching 
with drums beating, and in one column, which 
expofed our army to a variery of accidents, rhat 
lhould have been particu!arly guarded againft in 
their circumfbnces; and efp~cially that delay, 
with which their nurch, of chree miles from the 
town of Matignon, was protraéled from three in 
the morning till nine,. before they arrived on the 
beach of St. Cas, are moft unaccountable faéts. 
The difpofitions for their embarkation has not 
e[caped public cenfure. It is alfowed, .by way of 
alleviation in favour of the nobk commander, ~hat 

he 
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he bad received no proper notice for the re-im-

- barkatio-n : but it was certainly a great overflght 

in fuch an urgent cafe, where expedition was the 

greateil: means of fafety for the ar my, th at the 
boats did not pufh the men, they took up, on board 

the fhips nearefl: in fhore; but on the contrary, 

they through a punEtilio of difpofltion, confumed 

mu ch ti me in carrying the men to the ir refpeéti ve 

tranfports, riding at the greatefl: d iftance ; and 

forne boats were moft idly employed in carrying 

off horfes and cows inltead of m en, in defiance 

of the fea officers. Befldes, mu ch blood bad be en 

faved, if the cutters and fmall craft, which laid 

id le, had been ordered 'in fhore to the affi.flance of 

the troops. It i.s a pity thar General Drury's me

mory Jhould fuffer for the intrepidity "nd bravery, 

by which he ventured and loft his life in the caufe 

of his country. But he is blamed for fuffering the 

French to difengage themfelves from the hollow

way, withom difputing the pa!fage with them, 

with bayonets fixt, which was advifed. Then, for 

quitting the dyke or breafr-work with a h:mdful 

of men to attack them, drawn up in a formidable 

front, without hopes of his being able to ftand 

againft fupericr numbers; infread of retreating, 

as he was advifed alfo, along the beach to a rock 

on the left : in which retreat the right flank would 

have been covered by the entrenchment; and the 

fire from the fhipping might eaflly have prevented 

the enemy"'s purîuit along ihore. 

In reply to thefe imputations there appeared an 

apologetical letter, wherein .the commander jn 

0 3 ch~f 
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chief is made to fay, " Every operation in war 

" muil appear to different men in very c: fferent 

" views, even to men of -Cap2ci .. :·, abl1 mes and 

" experience. The greateft: pan of mankind, 

" the milttary not excepted, juàge wirhour re

'' fleétion, and from trifling little views and cir
" cumftances, w hi ch either are of no confequence, 

" or which mu fr often happen, in e··-ry operatton, 

u by the very nature of war.-Eowever, I am 
" convinced in the prefent cafe, rhat ~he real caufe, 

" and firft fpring of many peoples refleêt:ions on 
" my conduét,- is my fuccefs at Cherbourg: Juch 
" is the prefent melancholy )ituation of our country. 

" If I had aéted the part of an ignorant coward, 

" and difhonefr man, I fhould hav<; found friends 

" and proteftion, where I found none.-1 am very 

" far from imagining, thar I have not committed 

" faults and errors. The greateft general in ali 
" ages, to whom I have not the fma!left preten

" fions to be compared, have confe!fed that they 

" have committed 'the greateft miftakes every 

" campaign.-For my part, when I confidered 

" the difficulties of aéting with vigour upon the 

" coaft of France, with the number of troops 

" under my command, greatly diminifhed from 

" what they were upon the late expedition; I was 

'' very forry that his Majefty was obliged to have 

'' recourfe to me, and to defire me to accept of a 
'' command, which had been refufed by fo many 
" general officers d ." 

d See the letter from the Honourable L t G-1 

B-gh, to the Right Honourable Y'f_ -::-m. P-t, Efq; 

The 
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The ' fe vere treatment of our forces, on this re- A· D. 
•-ss treat, had fo greatly weakened them, and the ha- 1 

• 
Rcturn to 

zard forefeen by Lord Howe for the anchorage of England. 

the fleet on that part of the French coafr, at th:s 
feafon of the year, till the further fupplies pro-
vided, could be taken on board, if fent for, and 
the troops put again into a proper frate of fervice, 
dete;mined him, with the General's conlent, to 
return for that purpofe to any port he fhould be 
moft able conveniently to gain in England e. 

Therefore, having by a melfage, obtained leave 
of the Duke d' Aguillon f, who commanded the 
French, to bury our dead. Which was done the 
next day : they failed the day afcer for England, 
and arrivecl at Portfmouth on the 1 8th. 

The French account of this affair gafconades French 

Pretty mucb, in "regard to their own bravery and ~~c~o ,. ff .. . of 

conduél:, and to the lofs on both fides : but they 
that read it will fi nd enough in the enemy's own 
relation to con6rm the good opinion of the bravery 
of our men, who, though but an handful, main
tained an engagement an hour and a half with 
the whole force of the enemy g. 

Various 

e See Lord Howe 's letter, dated the 12th of September, co 
Mr. Pr1'T. 

f He alfo fent a lift of his prifoners, which is given on p. z ro. 
g The following relation of the affair at St. Cas, was pub

lilhed at Paris, September zz, by authority. 
The Duke d' Aguillon having received information, the 

5th in!lant in the evening, at Sc. Matthew, near Brel!, that 
the Englilh fleet; after having fhewn itfelf the 3d, about a 
league to the north of St. Malo, where it caft anchor on the 

- 0 4 3d, 

tus a a1r. 
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l! arious were the effeéls of this mifcarriage. 
The reception this news met with at home, will 

rem am 

3d, h:1d, on the 4th, landed at St. Briac a body of 12 or 
13,000 men, he difpatched couriers to the feveral comroanders 
in that province, to march towards St. Briac with the troops 
undtr their feveral command-s, except the garrifons of Belle 
Ifle, L 'Or'ent, Port Louis, and the Garda Caftas of Nantz. 

Thofe troops, waich were cantoned near Breil:, began to move 
the fame evening, and proceeded direélly to Lamballe: where, 
on the Duke's arrivai on the 6th, he learnt, that the enemy 
had pitcf1ed their camp between St. Briac and Dinar.t, and had 
pofied detachments at Ploubaly and Pleurtin, two leagues from 
Dinant. On this intelli6ence, he ordered the troop~, which 
l\1, d'Aubigny bad brought from Treguier, and which had 
reached Lamb,_,_lle by two forced marches, to proceed the Îame 
evening tQ Dinant. On the 7th it was occupied before noon. 

The 8th, in the evening, the Duke learnt that the enemy, 
who had left their camp at Briaè that morning, were marching. 
to the right in order ta reach the Guildo, and pafs it next day 
at a ford about a league from Plancouet. U pon this he èe
termined to barrais them upon their march. 

The 9~h. the enemy palTed the Guildo, and encamped be
tween St. J eguhe1 and the wood of Val. 

The Ioth, at break of day, the enemy arrived at Matignon 
and encamped. The regiments of Bourbon, Briirac, Bre!fe: 
and ~ercy, who arrived the night before at Lamballe, ad
vanced from thence to Henan, a league from Matignon. The 
Count de Balleroy joined them there with two fquadrons of 
drageons, and took the -command of this column. The fe
cond battalion of the regiment of Penthievre advanced from 
J ugen to Plancouet, and Meffieurs d'Aubigny and de la Chafire 
had orders to join them and pa[s the Guildo. About noon the 
Duke de Aguillon came from Henan, with a large detach
rnent, ta Matignon, to reconnoitre the pofition of the enemy, 
whom he found \'ery adva.ntageoufly fituated, and inexpugna
ble on that fide. 

On 
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rtmain a lafting monument, and a moft admirable 

piéture of the times. Almoft every man of con
fideration 

On the 1 Ith, the enemy, wl10 during the night had made 

their difpofitions for a retreat, began at day -break t0 fall back 

toSt. Cas. M . de Broc followed clofe at their heels, and fent 

advice of it toM. de Balleroy, who marched direélly to fup

port him. The Duke d'Aguitlon rode up at full gallop with 

Marheuff's dragoons~ and joined M. de Broc's detachment , the 

van of which had got the emmenees of St. Cas. He immedi

ate] y ordered the dragoons to difmount, the ground being unfic 

for their fervicc on horfeback. ft was now about nine in the 

morning. The enemy's fleet was drawn up in a line, and 

the beats had begnn to embark the troops, which were drawn 

up in a line of battle upon the !hore, in the bottom of the 

Bay of St. Cas, behind the Downs, and trenches which they 

bad made to cover their embarkation. Our troops arrived 

with incredible fpeed, and placed themfelves upon the emi

nences of St. Cas. As {oon as the enemy perceived them. 

they began to · fire upon them with cannon and bombs from 

four or five frigates and as many bomb-ketches that were very 

near the !hore. Our cannon came up, ~nd began to fire 

about ten. The Duke d'Aguillon fettl ed the plan of his at

tack in an inftant. He pofted u pon the right of the !hore the 

Count de Belleroy, with the regiments des VaiiTeux, Bourbon, 

BriiTac, and ~crey, to go along the fide of the hedges and a 

bank of fand, which l<;d to the leît of the enemy's entrench

ments. M. d'Aubigny, with the regiments of Boulonnois and 

Brie, the battalions of Fontenay le Comte and Marmande, 

and the fir11 battalion of Voluntaires Etrangers, was pofted on 

the lefr, to come clown upon the right below the hamlet of 

Ille; and M. de Broc had orders to march with his detach

ment ftraighr up to the enemy's center. The fecond battalion 

of Penthievre, with the third battalion of Voluntaires Etran

gers, under the command of the Chevalier de St. Pern, were 

pofted in referve. The Chevalier de Remond, quarter-ma-

1ler-genera11 led the column of the left. ':fhe Chevalier de 
Fontette, 

~y, 

Il.. D. 
I i)S· 
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lideration thought it bis own private. interefr, from 
various vicws and motives, ..ta co-operate more 

or 

Fontette, affifi:ant quarter-malter-general, was place~ in the 
center, and M. de Bouquet, major of the regiment of Royal 
de V aiffeaux, aéling as major- t,t:neral, ~ comrnanJed the right: 

During thefc difpoficions, v'~i ch were exècuted with UR

common ardour and diligence by- the troop ' , the fire of the 
_enemy 's frigates and ketches continued with great vivacity, 
The column of the left fel! clown upon them firft, about half 
paft 11 o'clock, with great fpeed, and was foon followed by 
thofe of the centre and right. The troops marched up to 
the enemy's trenches with uncommon fpirit, notwi:thftandirrg 
the prodigious fi re fr cm the fleet, both of cannon and boinb5; 
and alfa of fmall arms from the rigging, and of fevera;l amîed 
boats which covered th~ir flanks. The enemy at fuft adv~nc
ed, to form a column from their center: but the fire of fome 
pieces of cannon, which M. de Villepatour, who comm_anded 
our artillery, carried to the right, foon put them in confufion, 
and made them retire. The engagement then became gene
ral, and lafied an hour and a half. The enemy were forced 
to give way, and our artillery killed a great nl!mber of their 
men, as they were endeavouring to re-imbark. Three of their 
boats full of foldiers were funk, many more were killed in 
beats that reached the fleet. The firing ceafed about two in 
the afternoon, when the enemy's frigates and ketches began to 
ll:and off fro~ the land. About 1900 of them were left on the 
fhore, among who rn ·were fe veral officers of diiünétion, and, 
in particular, a colonel and lieutenant.colonel of the Englifh 
guards, befides thofe that were killed in the boats or drowned_.. 
General Drury is among the number of the latter. We have 
taken upwards of 6oo men, and 39 offi~ers, forne of whom 
are of the firft families in England, three or four colonels, as 
many lieutenant-colonels, and four captains of fhips, tbat re
mained on lbore to direét the embarkation. This body of 
troops is totally dell:royed. We are in~rmed by the enemy 
them[èl v es, ù1at of 1 z. ccmp:mies of grenadiers, forne confift-

ing 
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or lefs \vith our enemies, in fin king and deprdiing 
the fpirit of the ftate: as might be eafily exp1ain
ed to the meaneft capacity. General Bligh was 
not prefented to his Majefty for forne time. The 
advocates for a continental war made their ule 
of it : and the oppofition ro the patriot minifter 
~:aifed the moftinvidiousarguments againft a littoral 
war with our natural enemy. In a word, it gave 
pJeafure to many bafe, envious, jealous, little 
minds. But no arg,Jment can weigh fo much in 
the bala.nœ of reafon, as rhat which we are to 

draw from the behaviour of the French after the ir 
deliverance from thofe brave in v ad ers of their coaft. 
The more expreffive their joy on fuch an occafion, 
the greater muft be their fenfe of the importance 
of their deliverance. Their churches refounded with 
'Ie Deums, and their priefts became the trumpeters 
of the court to encourage and prevail with them 

ing of 100 men, ethers of 70, befides volunteers by fea, not 
one got back to their fhips. Their whole lofs may amount to 
about 4 000 men. Ours amounts to about 400 ki lled or wound
ed; but that of the officers is much greater in proportion 
than of the foldiers. The regiment of Brie and Boulqnnois 
have fuffered greatly, having been obliged to crofs over very 
difficult ground, under the fire of the enemy's frigates, to get 
to the ir trenches. N otwithftanding ,this obftacl~, thefe regi
ments marched with the moft undaunted intrepidity, as did 
alfo ali the companies of grenadiers and pickets, which have 
alfo loft a great many men. Never did troops difcover more 

valour and alacrity ; they advanced' with incredible diligence, 
notwithaanding the fatigue of double marcl1es which they had 
made to get up, the greateft part having marched near fifty 
leagucs in four days •. 

3 to 
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to be always reaày to defend their coaft ~;ai nft 
the like attempt, by explaining to them .the certain 
ru in of thei r trade, their navigation, th~ir religion, 
and the àifgrace of their King and coun:ry, ihould 
the Engli!h ever be able to carry the· plan of thefe 
operations againft tbeir coa!l:s into execution with 
fuccefs. For the be ft juègment of the importance 
of a meafure is not to be forQled upon its fuccefs 
in the execution ; but upon the annoyance, and 
degree of dange;, it is capable of b ri nging upon 
an enemy in their own opinion. And wharever 
might be the errors of conduél in the command
ers of this expedition, the propriety of the mea
fure is confirmed by . the attention it drew from 
the French miniftry: nor can the defeat be exag
gerated beyond a fl<irmifh with a rear guard : 
in which Colonel (Griffin ) deferves much greater 
praife th an the Duke d' Aguillon. 

How fhong foever the attempt of forne was, 
to put the people out of humour with the 
minifter, that had ad vifed this exped ition; their 
fpirits were kept up, and they were fo elated 
by the fuccefs of that g1orious nation al p1an, for 
ruining the French power and intereft in North 
America, which began to operate powerfully in 
the ·ad vices rece,ived from thence, du ring thefe lit
toral operations; that, in general, this check, at 
St. Cas, was looked upon no more, than an acci
dental rub in the way of arms; to which the beft 
concerted meafures, and the moft able and brave, 
are liahle in the courfe of a war. 

... ' ... . Y ou 
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Y ou have read that North America was the A. D. 
principal objeét of the minifi:er's care, after pro-

17
5

8
• 

. . c fl:' r. . d l h l The expe-Vldtng tor do me re-1ecunty; an t 1at e not on y dition 

meditated the conqueft of Cape Breton and its ~g:~~~ 
dependencies, and formed a plan to drive the bourg. 

French out of North America, but had taken 
· fuch precaution, as to infure fuccefs to the naval 

and military forces appointed for thefe fervices b. 

The Honourable Edward Bofcawen, Admirai The fl eet 

of his Majefty's blue fquadron, failed the 19th employed. 

of February, from England, as commander in 
chief of ali his Majefty's fhips and veffels employ-
ed, and to be employed, in North America, and 
bad under him Sjr Charles Hardy, Knight, Rear 
A dmirai of the white; and Philip Dureil, Efq; 
commodore: and the fleet confifl:ed of, 

Ships. Cuns. Commanders. 

TheNamure 

· R oyal William 

Princefs Amelia 

Dublin 
T errible 
Northumberland 
Vanguard 
Oxford · 
Burford 
Somerfet 
Lan cafter 

· 5 Hon. Edw. Bofcawen 
9o l Captain Buckle 

8 5 Sir Charles Hardy, Kt. 
0 l Captain Evans 

8 S Philip Dureil, Efq; 
0 l Captain Bray 

7 4 Ca pt. Rodney 
74 -Collins 
70 Rt. Hon. Lord Colv.il. 
70 Ca pt. Swanton 

70 - Spry 
70 -Gambier 
70 -Hughes 
70 Hon. G. Edgecumbe 

• See page p, )3· Vol. III. 
Devon!hire 
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Ships. Guns. Cem~nandere. 

Devonfhire 66 Capt. Gordon 
Bedford 64 -Fowke 
Cap tain 64- - Amherfit 
Prince Frederic 64 -Man 
Pembroke 6o - Simcoe 
Kingfton 6o - Parry 
York 6o - PiCYOt 0 

Prince of Orange 6o - Ferguifonne 
Defiance 6o -Baird 
Nottingham 6o - Mar!hall 
Centurion 54 - Mantell 
Sutherland so -Rous. 

F R x· c A T E s, &c. 
J uno, Diana, Bore as, Trent, Gramont, Shan· 

non, Hind, Portmohon, Nightingale, Kenning
ton, Squirrel, Beaver, Hunter, Scarborough, 
Hawke-, lE.tna, Lightning, and Tyloe armed !hip. 

The anny. And the army confifred of 1 1,936 men, officers 
included, together with 3 24 men of the train ; 
under the command of Major-General Jeffcry 
Amherft, commander in chief of his Majefty's 
forces to be employed in the iiland of Cape Breton, 
&c. -Brigadier-General Edward \Yhitmore -
Brigadi_er-General Charles Laurence -Brigadier
General James Wolfe -Colonel Baftide, chief 
engi.neer-Colonel George Williamfon, command
er of the train of artillery. 

Arrive at This armamen t arrived fafe, without any ma
Hallifax. terial accident, in rhe harbour of Hallifax, the 

capital of Nova Scotia, on the 9th .day of l\Iay. 
• · The 
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The Admirai immediately prepar~d for aétion : A. D. 

and being joined by ·all his forces and ihips ; and 17 
5

8
• 

they weil providcd -with wàter and ftores of all 

forts, and the fick men recovered fit for fervice, 

he proceeded with -t 57 fa il, tranfports included, 
from Hallifax ï, and-fteered to the feat of aétion. 

G abarus Bay, about feven miles W. of Louif- A t ~ab '-' · 
rus ~ay. 

bourg, was the place defigned for the landing of 

the army: where the fleet, with about a third of 

the troops, came to an ch or about fi ve o'clock in 

the afrernoon of the zd of June ; and at fix the 

admit?l made a fignal for ail barges and pinnaces 

manned and armed, to attend the General and the 

Brigadier-Generais . Laurence and Wolfe, who 
went that fame eve..riing to reconnoitre the ihore as 

near-a~: poffibl~, ar:d ~ade a difpofition for landing 

in three- places, next morning, in cafe the troops 

arrive-cl; who made thisobfervation, thateveryplace, 

where it was probable, or praéticabJe, for our

troops. to land, was defended by works or batte

ries, and that the enemy had a chain of pofls 

along fhore from Cape Noir to Flat Point, and 

irregulars from thence to the bottom of the bay. 

But the troops did not come in till next day. 

Severa! hints were thrown out to the admirai Pntdent 

about the impraéticability of landing on a thore fo ~~~~~mr~ 
firongly forrified and guarded, and concerning rai. 

the danger of his Majefty's fhips riding in a bay, 

w he re the pilots had no knowledge of the anchor-

age. Thefe fpeeches alarmed the admirai, and 

put him upon the prudentiaJ method of coming at 

i On the z8th of May, and was joined by General Amherft 
and Bragg's regiment from the Bay of F:undy.! tlle f~me day. 

the 
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A. D. the real fenti•ments of his officers, by inviting 
1 75 8· them on board, one after another, and dif-

courfing with them, feparate1y, upon the fubjecr 
of their immedia:e fervice. The general opinion 
leaned towards the impraélicability~ in fo rough a 
fe a, and fo well fortified a lhore; and for a council 
of war· of both fea and ]and officers, ro come to . 
a final refolution : when it coming to the turn of 
Captain Fergu!fonne, an old, brave, and experi
enced officer, w hom l\t1r. Bofcawcn had requefied 
from the Lords of the Admiralty, to attend him 
in this fervice, and in whofe opinion and conduét, · 

Adviled on the moft crying occafions, he could place great 
not to ~lall confidence; this caotain, having delivered himfelf 
a counCJ L ....... 

()f war. in the moft refpeélful terms, in regard to the opi-
nions of his brethren, whofe reafons the admiral 
ingenuoufly related to him, and defpifing the ar
guments, drawn from the danger of the fervice, 
for proving an impraéticability, without an aEtual 
attempt to land, and to force the enemy's pofts 
with ali the art and ftrength in their power, he 
advifed the admirai, for his own honour, and the 
glory of his country, to exert th t power, with 
which he was invefied; and not to leave it to the 
uncertain refolutions of a council oi war, which had 
been fo fatal at Minorca, at Rochefort, and even at 

Haliifa", to the diigrace of all concerned, and to 
~he extreme lofs of the nation. U pon this remon
ftrance of one brave officer in privare converfation, 
we ihall fee the tmn this gr.:nd expeè it1Jn took, 
for ,the intereft of Great Britain D1e adtmral 
acqu-iefced in the jufinefs of the c ptai 1's obler
\Tation on councils of war: tbanked him for bis 

onen 
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open and honeft advice : refolved to call no coun- A. D. 
17 ss. 

cil of war, but il:rié'dy to adhere to his inilruc-

rions, ~hich was to land the troops on the iiland 

of Cape Breton. Here, faid he, I will a bide, and pur· 

them ail aihore, and caver their retreat, if they 

think proper to reimbark. 
This refolmion difperfed the cloud of difficul- ~repara-

- . t10n s for 
ties, that feemed to be gathenng from every quar- landing. 

ter. The admirai notified his determination not 

to depart out of th at bay, till every way was tried 

to carry his inftruétions into execution. A fignal 
was made for aH lieutenants : to whom he gave 

ftriét: charges to be diligent in the execution of 

thofe orders, they then received, for landing of 

the troops, and for affifting the military in every 

thing in theirpower, towards completing the fervice, 

in which they were joi-ntly engaged : and about 

eleven that fame (3d) day at noon, the K~nnington 

was brought to an anchor clofe in fhore of a cove 

at the North Eaft end of Gabarus bay, which 

feemed to promife a convenient coaft, for the in

tended defcent; but was well guarded by feveral 

encampments, and a battery. The Kennington 

had orders to file nee this battery, and to clear the 

coaft of the enemy. 

It was intended to attempt a landing that even- Preventcd 

ina: but the weather arowing hazy and frefh bythewea-
b b ' ther, 

gales, blowing into ihore, creating a great fu rf every 

day, the re could be nothing do ne effeétually till 

the 8th; though the Hallifax fnow was likewife 

ordered in ihore againft another battery on the 

4-th ; and both fhe and the Kennington performed 

:VoL. III. ~ effeél:ual 

~5 
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effeétual fervice. Thefe two were ftationed on 
the left at the little bay in the N. E. to which was 
given the name of Kennington cove : the Suther
land and Squirrel on the right, near White Point, 
and the Gramont, Diana and Shannon frigates in 
the center. A dilpofition made by the admiral's 
direétion to terrify and annoy the enemy's fortified 
camps, and to cover the boats employed to land 

the foldiers. 
On the 6th, the wind clown and a thick fogg, 

the admirai made the fignal for landing : but, be· 
fore the beats were manned, the wind rifing and 
a great fea tumbling, the' defcent was put off till 
the 8th, wh en the wind b::'ing favourable and the 
weather clear, (and Commodore Dureil having 
reported, that it was his opinion, the troops 
might land on the lefr, without any great inter .. 
rllption from that morning's furff) the troops 
were _debarked in the boats belonging to the men 
of war, and tranfports: the former under the di
reétion of a lieutenant, mate or midihipman; and 
the latter under the direétion of the officers of 
the troops in each boat; the general having given 
proper orders to each for landing them in three 
diviGons. The fignal for this debarkation was 
made about two o'clock : and as foon as the boat! 
were prepared to fet off from the ihips, a moft 
furious cannonading was continued, from about 
fun rife, from the Kennington and Hallifax and 
ali the other fhips, in their refpeétive ftations, 
along the !bore, until about eight o'clock, with 

only 
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The difpofition for landing was made in three 
divifions in order to di vide the forces, and to dif• 
traét che enemy's attention. One divifion, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Wolfe, which 
was intended to attempt a landing on the 1eft of 
Kennington cove, confifted of 550 light infantry k, 

commanded by Major Scott, and four of the oldeft 
companies of grenadiers, the companies of Ran-· 
gers\ fupported by the Highland regiment, and 
thofe by the eight remaining companies of grena
diers. The boats with thefe foldiers on board 
rendezvoufed near White Point, under caver of 
the fhip guns, about four o'clock. A feint was 
made by the fecond divifion, confifting of the 
Royal, Lafcelles, Monckton, Forbes, Anftrm!)er 
and Webb, at the fame time, to the right, to-

k Our light infantry, Highlanders, and Rangers, the 
French terrned the Englifo fa<vages, perhaps in contradiil:inéliofl 
to their own native Indians, Canadians, &c. the true French 
favages. Thefe light infantry were a corps of 550 volun~eers 
chofen as markfmen out of the rnoil: aélive refolute men from 
all the battalions of regulars, dreifed forne in blue, forne in 

green jackets, and drawers, for the eafier brufhing through 
the woods, with ruffs of -black bear's fkin round their necks, 
the beard of their upper lips, forne grown into whifkers, others 
not fo, but al1 weil fmutted on that part, with little round bats 
like feveral of our fearnen.-Their arms were a fu fil, cartouch
box of balls and flints, and a powder horn flung over their 
fuoulders. The Rangers are a body of irregulars, w~o have 
a more cut-throat, favage appearance; which carries in it 
fom ething of natural favages : the appearance of the light 

infantry has in it more of artificial favages . 

P 2 wards 
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A. D. wards White Point, under the conduét of Briga· 
1 75

8
· dier-General W hitrr:ore: and the th ird èivifion 

commanded by Brigadier-General Laurence, in 
the center, was formed of Amherft's, Hopfon's, 
Otway's, Whitmore's, Laurence's, and Warbur
ton's, and at the fame ti me, made a ihew of land
ina- at the frefh water cove. 

0 

The The enemy had expeéted this vifir, for forne 
fthrength of years. \Vhich put them upon many deviees to 
t e enemy, 
and th eir prevent, or to make a defcent upon the coaft of 
fortified · 
coaft. this i!land very dlfficult and hazardous to them, 

that would attempt an invafion. For this purpofe 
they had finifhed a very !hong breaft-work, which 
was defended by 3000 regulars, irregulars and na
tive Indians, poil:ed along the fhore, in ali the 
probable places of landing, fortified at proper 
diftances with heavy cannon and fwivels of an ex
traordinary calibre, mounted on v~ry !hong per
pendicular wooden ftocks, driven deep inro the 
ground; beGdes other cannon mounted on redans 
ereéted in the moft advantageous fituations for 
flanking an invading army. 

Of an ex- Thefe fortifications were the moft comptete of 
trJorJ i- their kind. Yet they bad an extraordinary addi-
n .ry na-
ture. tion by an artful difpofal of trees; which, being 

laid very thick together at the diftance of 20 

yards in fo'me places, and of 30 in other places, 
between the lines and the waters edge, with their 
branches towards the fea quite round the cove, 
rendered the approaches to the front li nes exrreme
Jy difficulr, even if there had been no fire to de
fend "hem. For the bare attempt of poifdling 

theiè 
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thefe lines, fays one that was prefent, wou1d have A. D. 
17 5 s. 

been like penetrating, with incredible fatigue and 

endlefs labour, through a wild forefr, where the 

branches of one tree are interwoven with thofe of 

another. \Vhat fiill contributed to the firength 

of this kind of fortification, was the manner of 

difpoiing the fordt work in front; fo th at it only 

appeared at a diftance one continued green of little 

fcattered branches of fir. Very few guns on their 

]ines were diftinguifhable out of the reach of their 

metal: and the reft were concealed with fpruce 

branches, until the boats advanced towards the 

ihore, with a refolution of forcing the works. 

Our boats rowed up to thofe places of defl:ruc- R~folution 
. . h h Il. d d B of our 

t10n wlt t e mo1L un aunte courage. ut, as men. 

they approached, in line of battle, the brave ad

venturers were prefently convinced of their mif

take, in regard to the appearance of the enemy's 

ftrength: and the enemy, too prefuming of their 

own firong entrenchments and fortifications, un

mafked the latent defl:ruB:ion fomew hat bef ore the 

proper ti me for its due exertion. Before our boats 

came near the water's edge, the batteries began to 

play, and to fire red hot ba1ls, grape and round 

fhot, with great aB:ivity; and a continuai difcharge 

of fmall arms fhowered upon them from the ]ines, 

w hi ch were about 15 feet above the lev el of the 

boats. 

This obliged the left wing to defift, and to Left win: 

. ] d f h . bl fh f K . ntreats. wn 1 raw rom t e Impregna e ore o enmng-

ton cave: and the confequence had been much 

more fatal to our people, few or any of whom 

P 3 could 
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could have efcaped, had the enemy fuffered our 
men to land quiet! y upon that narrow fhoal beach; 
for, then they muft ali have laid clown thèir arms, 
or have been fiaughtered upon the fhore. But 
our troops were rather exafperated, than difcou. 
raged, by this unforefeen and mafked way of fire
ing, and making all the expedition they were able 
towards their center, it was determined wirh 
united force to defy ali oppofition and firatagem, 
and to land wherever there appeared a probability 
of any degree of fuccefs. Fortune favoured the 
attempt of the brave. Lieutenants Hopkins and 
Browne, with Enfign Grant and about 100 light 
infan try, opened an entrance to the fhore on the 
right of the cave, over rocks and fteeps, which 
had been deemed inacceffible and impraélicable. 

Brigadier Wolf feized the advantage; gave 
orders for the remainder to improve the prefent 
opporrunity and to fupport their comrades on 
fl1ore. Their impatience was fuch, that they caft 
off all reftraint, and with impetuous emulation, 
the grenadiers, light infantry, Rangers, and 
Highlanders, ftrove who fhould ger firft on fhore, 
though expofed, the whole rime, to the furious 
fire 'of a battery of three guns, which fometimes 
rake(i, and fometimes flanked them ; and to the 
continual difcharge of fmall arms w~thin 20 yards 
of them. But what was able to fi-op their fury? 
One boat was ftove in the hurry, and forne grena
d:ers were thereby drowned ; and feveral overfet 
and broke to pieces. The lofs by the fire was fo 
tri~ing qS not ro be rnentioned ~ and chiefly 

n 
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amongft the feamen, that had the care of the A. D. 
17 )8. 

boats. The landing was effeéted at this place. 
A mongft the foremoft in this hot fervice we ~~1efeal 

find Brigadier Wolfe himfelf, who jumped out ofleap~ into 

h. b . h r. ff. h. h k J d . the lea and 
lS oat mto t e 1llr , w tc ept t 1em ancmg is followcd 

on the water, and expofed to the enêmy's fire. by the 
men. 

His example was followed by ali the troops. Bri. 
gadier Laurence with the reft of the brigades, did 
the fame, a little to the left, foon after: and they 
were fupported with ail convenient expedition by 
the remainder of the center from the fhips, and 
by the divifion of the right wing, which alfo 
gained the ihore amidft a continuai difcharge of 
fhot and ihells from the enemy's lines. The rear 
was brought up by Major-General Amherfi, bear
ing teftimony to the refolution and bravery, with 
which thoîe troops, he had to depend upon in his 
future arduous undertakings, had furmounred dif
ficulties and defpiièd dangers. 

1 t was not the firength and ihatagem of the Boats 

enemy they had folely t6 combate: the boifterous ftove. 

furff, w hi ch drove on mo ft parts of the fhore at 
th at ti me, fiove a great number of the boats; by 
which feveral of the men were fo much hure and 
bruifed, as to be very incapable of helping and 
taking care of themfelves, and forne were crufhed 
to pieces between the boats and the rocks. Moft, 
that did land, were obliged to do it without order 
and in much confufion, wading through the great 
fwell, and their arms much wetted: then to fcram-
ble up fuch rugged rocks, and almoft upright 
precipices, as had been deemed inacceffible and 

P 4 1n 



232 THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A.D. 
1758. 

Danl!ers 
fur~ount
ed. 

in no need of fortifications for their defence, by the 
enemy's :fkilful and wary engir:eers ; their own 
fteep, rough affent having been juàged beyond the 
attempt of men under arms, before this glorious 

day. Thefe were not the only difcouragements. 
They were in a fituation that would not allow 
them to make a proper ufe of their arms, and 

. were them felves, the whole time, expofed to the 
utmoft fury of the enemy's fire, in landing and 

climbing the rocks.-A fpirit, that will always 
exert itfelf, where Englifhmen are allowed to aét 
againft an enemy.-A danger, which a council of 
war would never encounter. Which makes good 
the obfervation, That national virtue is to be fought 

for in the fpirit of the fold iery, and not folely in 

the councils of their officers, where a majority has 
frequently deprived the nation of the advanrages, 
thar might have fucceeded by the vigorous and 
brave minoriry. For, this national fpirit of our 

foldiery was never kno\Yn to flag, under the con

duét of fuch corr.manders, as fignalized themfelves 
on this occafion. 

D Such an unexpeét:ed gaining what had, tîli now, raw up 
and a~tack been thought an inacceffible fhore, and landing 
th e balte- • J Il. . d 'bl l . 
nes. m t 1e moLL mere 1 e p aces, ternfied the aftonifhed 

foe: and our men acquired fuch an increafe of 
fpirit and fonitude, by every di.fficulty they fur

mounted, that being anived at a convenient place 
to unite, they inftantly attacked the next battery 
to. them, in Bank, with fo much vigour, as drove 
the enemy from that ftrong poft, with great pre
cipitation : and with one continued exertion of 

the 
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the g reatefl: bravery, in furrounding and attack- A. D. 

ing the enemy's extenfive Enes, they faw them-
1
7 5

8
• 

feh es mafters of the w ho1e fhore and ail its works, 
bef,)re they had hardly rime to give one regular 
frroke of true E ngliih bravery. 

The flackening of their fire, when the enemy The en€• 

faw our men land pretty near them ; and the my flies. 

faint refifl:ance they made, when our t roops at:-
tacked their lines and batteries, fhew that the 
F rench placed their who le confidence in the 
ftrength of their coaft : that they never had 
dreamt of being driven to the neceility of de
fending their pofts f word in band : that they had 
formed no plan of retreat, nor a place of rendez-
vous, for them to rally and give us battle, before 
our troops could be fuccoured and fupplied with 
artilJe ry from the ihips : in a word, they were dif
ciplined to fight unàer caver, and where the mafl.c 

was p ulled off by force and clint of courage, their 
cowardice appeared, and they ran away, with the 
utmofl: confternation and confufion, into the woods; 
leaving forne of them killed 1 in the flight, and 

about 70 prifoners: amongft whom were two cap-
tains and two lieutenants of grenadiers m. 

The 

I Amongft the flain was one officer and a native Indian 
chief, a very ftout, weil made and a very aél.ive intrepid man. 
He bad a medal of diftinél.ion about his neck, which was 
taken and prefented to Admirai Bofcawen. 

m The lofs of his Majefty's troops in landing was Captain 
Baillie and Lieuœnar.t Cuthbert, 'of the Highland regiment. 

Lieutenant Nicholfon, of Amherft's, four ferjeants, one corporal 

.and thirty-eight men killed; twenty-one of whom were gre-
nadien, 
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A. D. The next and immediate care of the com-
1758· mander on fhore, was fo to difpofe of his troops, 

~~n~~~-of as at once to poffefs the thore, to purfue the 
lifl1 on enemy, and to prevent a furprize. Which was 
lhore. h d · f h · h r: done by detac e parties : one o w tc 1ecured 

the poffeffion of the fhore for feveral miles, as far 
as Louifbourg; and found, in different places, 
abandoned by the enemy, feventeen pieces of 
cannon n, fourteen large fwivels, two mortars, 
one of brafs eight inches, and another of iron ten 
inches diameter, with a fhell in it ready to be 
fi red ; a furnace for red- hot balJc;, fe veral fm ali 
arms, and a good quantity of provifions and am
munition, tools and ftores. The other party ern
ployed in the purfuit of the difperfed enemy was 
commanded by \Volfe and Laurence, who drave 
them over rocky hills and boggy moraifes, till 
they got under the proteétion of the guns of 
Louifbourg; from whofe ramparts, about ten in 
the morning, our purfuing party was faluted with 
a difLharge of feveral pieces of cannon. By 
which we gained an exaét diflance, for encamping 
with fecurity from the town, to inveû it; and it 
did not damage our troops : and the general of-

nadiers, and of thefe eight were !hot, the reft drowned in 
trying to get afhore: live lieutenants, two fe1jeants, one 
corporal, and fiftr-one men were wounded , And of the live 
co111panies of rangers one enfign and three private men killed, 
one miffing and one wounded ; and above 1 oo boats were 
lotl. 

n Viz. 3 twenty-four pounders, 7 nine pounders, and 7 
fix pounders. 

ficer.i 
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ficers did, that very afternoon, mark out a camp A. D. 

on the very fpot, which they afterwards occupied 17 5
8
• 

during the whole Liege. The enemy no fooner Encamp. 

faw the preparations for a camp fo near them, 
than the governor of Louifbourg ordered the bar-
rack at the grand battery, already difmantled and 
ruined, to be burnt. He gave the like orders 
relative to ali the out-buildings ; and left nothing 
ftanding within two miles of the town walls, but 
the tower at the grand battery, and forne chi m. 

neys and gable-ends of wretched hovels. 
Su,ch was the incredible fervice and extraordi- Remarks. 

nary atchievements of a day; that muft be evet 
glorious in the annals of this nation ; and con-

vince pofterity' th at no difficulties nor dangers 
are fufficient to withftand the impetuofity of art 
Englifh army; and th ar every thing ought to be 
tried, before a cou neil of war fhall venture to pro-
nounce an attempt impraéticable. How that 
might have been, had Admirai Bofcawen left the 

praéticabili ty of this fervice to the refolutions of a 
council of war, from which he was diifuaded by 
the advice above-rel ated, is uncerrain : but, if we 
may be allowed to judge from events, there would 
be vety little hopes in trying fo defperate an ex_ 
periment in taétics, had thefe hazards been fore. 
feen, and cooly weighed with the balance of per-

fonal fafety. 
Being in poifeffion of the !hote, the next at- Siege of 

· d J d h r ' b Lo uif-tennon evo ve upon t e m ea1 Ui es to e pur- bourg. 

fued againft the famous forti ficat ion, that terror 

of North America, Louifuourg, the principal ob-
je& 
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jeél: of this expedition, whofe garrifon confified of 
zsoo regular troops, 300 militia, formed out of 
the burg hers, and 3 50 Canadians, who du ring the 
fiege found an opporrunity to ger into the town: 
and in the harbour there lay fix rnips of the Jine 
and five frigates. \Vhich, with the diffi.culties, 
they forefaw in the communication with the fleet, 
through the badnefs of the weather, and the con
tinuai furf on the coaft, that greatly endangered 
the navigation of the fmall craft, and in the 1ength 
of their approaches over very bad marihy ground, 
prognofiicateà a long, teàious and hazardous fiege. 
However, the commander in chief rook every 
precaution, by fecuring his c:!mp wirh redoubts 
and epaulements, from any atterr.pr by the Cana
dians, who might be expeè1ed to make a power
fui effort to relieve the town, a!ld from the fire 
of the French ihips in the harbour, to fecure his 
communication witb the Beer : and with a refolu
tion and conduB:, becom· ng one in his circum· 
fiances, be was determined and prepared to meer 
the greateft dangers . 

The furf continued fo extremely bad, thar he 
could ger only fame tents afhore. Nor could any 
thing more be landed for the army, till the 1 nh, 
when the remainder of the troops, the light fix 
pounders, and forne arti1lery fiores were carried 
afhore. Had the enemy, with their fuperiority of 
numbers , and other confiderable advantages, at
t ac ""ed our li'.:t1e army, in want almoft of every 
thing, and their communication .with the fleet 
precarious, during this inrerval, they might have 

çrrt>Mlv 
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gteatly perplexed our fituation. But a fatal ti- A. D. 
1758. midity confined their attention to their town's de-

fence; till it was too late to think of attacking 
our trenches. On the contrary, General Amherft, 
on the 1 2 th, detached Brigadier Wolfe, with 
1200 men, four companies of grenadiers, three 
companies of rangers, and forne light infanrry, 
round the north-eafl: harbour, with orders to pro-
ceed to the light-houfe point, with an intention to 
filence the lf1and battery, and to attempt the de
ftruél:ion of the ihips in the harbour ; and, at the 
fame time, fent by fea the artillery, tools, &c. 
which had been ordered for that Tervice. As 
Brigadier Wolfe approached, the enemy aban-
doned every pofl: in his rom, leaving their ar
tillery, &c. and a great quantity of fiih, at a 
place called Lorembec; ali which were deftroyed 
or rendered ufelefs : and our troops took poffeffion 
of Light-houfe point, and ail the pofts on that 
fide the harbour. 

At laft, on the 1 3th, the French thought of 
fallying out of their fl:rong fortifications. Our 
men were employed in making a communication 
from the right to the left in the · front of the 
camp, and in ereéting three redoubts on the mo!l: 
advantageous ground in the front alfa. A French 
party put on a vigorous countenance, and marched 
towards our works : but they were faon driven 
back, with the lofs of five killed and forty wound
ed, by the light infantry. On the I 4th the can
non ade from the town continued almofr ali day : 
and their Ifland battery and !hips gave our men 

fome 
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A. D. forne trouble till the 25th, when the Hland bat .. 
1758• tery was filenced by the batteries we had made 

at the light-houfe. 
The perpetuai duty either in working on the 

roads, in draining of bogs, in ereéting of redoubts, 
batteries, block-houfe, &c. and in watching the 
motions, and refifiing the efforts of the enemy, 
fell very heavy upon fo fma11 an army, that Wa$ 

obliged to have feveral parties out : Befides, Co .. 
lonel Meifervey, and mo!l: of his carpenters were 
taken ill of the fmall-pox ; of which the colone], 
his fon and 96 of his carpenters died before the 
27th of this month: therefore Admirai Bofcawen 
ordered 200 marines to guard the coaft at Ken .. 
nington Cave, which proved a great eafe to the 
army. 

On the other fide, the befieged endeavoured to 
throw further obftacles in the way to retard our 
operations o ; not clou bting, if they could prevent 
an attack by fea, thar they wouid be able to hold 
out againft the land forces, till the feafon would fo 
far advance~ as to oblige the Englifh to re-imbark. 
With this view the governor of Louiibourg, on 
the 29th, at night, ordered the Apollo, a two
decked fhip ; la Fiàelle, a 3 6 gun frigate; la 
Chevre, and la Biche, of 16 guns each, to be 

0 On the I gth the Echo, a French frigate of 3 z guns, was 
brought into Gabareufe bay. She had got out of the har

bour on the 1 3th, and was bound for ~ebec. By which 
prize it was known that the Bizarre had got out on the day 

Qur troops lar.ded , and that the Commette bad failed from 
thente forne days aüer. · 

funk, 
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funk, in the harbour's mouth, with moft of their 
ma{l:s eut off; to obftruét the pafi"age for our 
great fhips. And as our works advanced, the 
cannonading from the town and the fbipping P in
creafed alfo : and feveral ikirmiilies happened 
daily between parties from the town and our light 
infantry; but with no fuccefs, nor with much 
ad van tage on our fi de. But on the 9 th of J uly 
the enemy made a fortie q' where Brigadier Lau
rence commanded. They came from Cape Noir, 
and furprifed a company of Forbes's grenadiers, 
commanded by Lord Dundonald, pofted in a 
flecke on the right. Major Murray, who com
manded tbree companies of grenadiers, imme
diately detached one, and drave the enemy back, 
with the affiftance of Whitmore's and Brag's, who 
behaveà very welL-In this ikirrniili Lord Dun
donald was killed, Lieutenant Tew was wounded 
and made prifoner: Captain Bontein of the en
gineers was take"n prifoner ; one corporal and three 
men killed ; feventeen men wounded, and one 
ferjeant a11d eleven men were mifiing. On the 
part of the fortie Chevalier de Chauvelin, a cap
tain, yvas killed : one lieutenant was wounded 
and taken prifoner : feventeen men were ki11ed, 
four ·wounded and made prifoners, befides orhers 
wounded and carried into the town, amongft whom 
was a captain that died immediately. 

~ Five line of hattie and a frigate of 36 guns, in the har~ 
);>our. 

' 
'l Of five piquets, f~p._ported by 6oo men. 

2 T he 
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A. D. The works being advanced within 6so yards 
•75 8· from the covered way, under the direétion of Bri-

gadier Wolfe, on the 1 3th four batteries werc 
traced our, with an intention to place twenty-fout 

pounders, to deftroy the defences, and a battery 
of feven mortars, with forne twelve pounders, tc 
ricochet the work.s and the town. And on the 
16th, towards night, the fame brigadier pufhed 
on a corps, and took poffeffion of the bills in the 
front of the Barafoy, where a lodgment was 
made in the midll of a very brifk fire from the 
town and the fhipping ; yet there appeared no 
great hopes of fpeedy fuccefs againft the town; 
till on the 21ft, wh en it was greatly alarmed with 
~n exp1ofion of gun-powder on board a fhip in 
the harbour, that blew up, and fet fire to the fails 

of two more. They burnt very furiouily; being 
deprived of all affiftance from the town, by the 
continuai fire from our batteries, to prevent boat! 
going on board. By which accident the enem} 
loll the Entrepenant, the Capricieux and Superl 
men of war ; fo that there remained no more thar 
the Prudent and Bienfaifant in the harbour, tc 

guard againft any furprife or afTault by fea. 
Two of the batteries, with 1 3 twenty-fou 

pounders, and that of feven mortars on the righr 
were opened on the 22d, and played with grea 
fuccefs ; and at la!l: our fhells put the citadel i1 
flames ; though the enemy fired weil from th 
town, threw their fhells into our works, and fire1 
all forts of old iron, and any ftuff they coul1 

pick up. For w hich teafou the French mortan 

w 
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we had taken, were fent to throw fl:ones into the A. D. 
17 ss. 

town from the trenches. 
On the 23d the cohorns were ufed at night; 

and the batteries fucceeded fo weil that they fet 
re to the enemy's barracks, which burnt with 

great violence. But the Admira], dubious of the 
time the fiege might take, with the prefent fl:rength 
on lhore, on the 24th, ordered four hundred 
feamen to affift in working the batteries, &c. 
and zoo miners were added to a corps of 100 

already eftablifhed : which had the defired effeB:. 
From this rime the fate of the befieged feemed 
to be determined. For, on the 2 sth they had 
brought ali their batteries to bear : and the ad
mirai concerted meafures with the general to de
firoy the Prudent and Bienfaifant in the hatbour. 
Six hundred failors were detached from ·the fleet, 
in boats, to perform this fervice, to take or to 
defi:roy thofe two men of war; wbofe intention 
and proceedings were covered by an extraor
dinary cannonading from our batteries, to keep 
the enemy's attention fixed altogether ro the land
fervice. The fire never ceafed : and the failors 
boarded the two i11ips ; burnt the P rudenr, w hi ch 
was a-ground ; and towed off the Bienfa!fant to 

the north-eafi: harbour q. In the mean rime, the 

mm ers 

r Of which gallant atlion Admirai Bofcawen fe nt the fol

Iowing account to Mr. PI T T, dated z 8th of Jul y 1758 . 

" I cannot help rnentioning a particular gallant aétion in 
the night between the z sth and z6th inft. the beats of the 
fquadron were, in two divifions , de tached under the comrn:md 

of Cap tains La forey and Balfour, to endeaYour ei ther to take 
VoL . liT. Q_ or 

z6 
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miners and workmen went on very weil with 

their approaches to the covered way, under a con
tinued 

or bu rn .the Prudent of 7 4 guns, and Bienfaifant of 64, th 

only remâining French fhips in the harbour; in which t) 

fucceeded fo weil, as to burn the former, fhe being a-ground, 

and take the latter, and tow her into the north-eafi harbour, 

notwithfianding they were expofed to the fire of the cannon, 

and rnufquetry of the ifiand battery, Point Rochford, and the 

town, being favoured with a dark night. Our lofs was in

confiderable, !even men killed, and nine wounded. I have 

given the command of the Bienfaifant to Captain Balfour, 

and the Echo, a frigate, to Captain Laforey." 

About noon~ by the ~miral's order, two boats, a barge 

and pinnace or cutter from every !hip of the fleet, except the 

Northumberland, an invalid, manned only with their proper 

crews, and armed wirh mufquets and bayonets, cutlaffes, piftols 

and po Je. axes, each boat und er the direéüon of a lieutenant 

and mate or midih.ipman, rendezvoufed at the admiral's ihip: 

From tnence they were detached, by two's and three's at a 

time, to join thofe of Sir Charles Hardy's fquadron off the 

mou th of the harbour. There they were, in the evening, 

ranged in two divifions, under the command of the two fe

nior mafiers and commanders in the fleet, the Captains La

forey and Balfour. 

In this order they put off from Sir Charies's fquadron about 

twelve o'clock~ and by the advantage of the foggy darknefs 

of the night, and the inviolable filence of their people, paddled 

into the harbour of Loui!bourg, unperceived either by the 

ifiand battery, they were obliged to come very ne ar to, or by 

the two men of war that rode at anchor at no great difiance 

from them. There was no great probability of their being 

' perceived from any part of the garrifon, not only on account 

of their greater diftance, but alfo of the preconcerted bri1k 

diverlion made upon them, from aU our batteries, about that 

time. Befides, the befieged themfe1ves left nobcdy an op

portunity to hear any noife: For, from having in the dav

time obferved the numerous fcaling ladders that were brought 

111tQ 
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tinued and very fmart fire from it, with grape
·ibot, and a~l iorts of old iron from the guns of 
the ramparts. 

Every 

into our trenche5, they were under forne apprehenfions of an 
-tJ calade, intended as this night, and kepr a conftant fire with 
their mufquetry from the ramparts, during the whole time, 
with t;te dcdign, if poffible, to deter the befiegers from that 
attempt, by iliewing them how weil they were upon their 
guard in al! the p~aces it could probably be made. 

During this feeming fecurity. and_ prudent precaution on 
'both fides, the bold ftratagem of the boats, for furprifing the 
two remaining !hips in the enet?y's harbour, every moment 
-rÎfened for the execution. After pufrù_ng in as far almoft as 
the grand battery, left the iliips fhou:ld be too foon alarmed 
by their oars, they took a fw.eep. from thence towards the 
part of the harbour, where the gentlemen knew the fhips 
were, who had.before very weil reconnoitred it..,-.1lnd prefently 
difcovereti them. Each divifion of ·the:boats was no fooner 
wirhin fight and bail of the noble objeél· of their attempt, 
Captain Laforey's of Le Prudent, ·and Captain Balfour's of 
Le Bienfaifant, than while the centin-els on board having 
hailed them in vain, began to fire on .them, eachf[ tpe corn
rn anders ordered his boats to gi.ve way along fide their re
fpeétive fhips, and to board them imrnediately, with aU the 
expedition and good order they could obferve. 

The beats crew~ no longer able to 'conta in themfelves in 
filence, <;.fter theit: manner, 'gave loud ch~rs as they weie 

pulling up along fidc, and with the mol.l: intrepid aaivity, 
armed forne with mufkets, bayonets and cutlaifes, ot.hers 
with piflols, cutlaffes and pole-axe-s,' followed their bra,•e 
leaders, arid boarded ~he ihips in an inftant, with great fpirit, 

on each bow, quarter and gang-way-and after very little 
refifiance from the terrified , crews, foon found thernfelve-s in 

poffeffion of two fine fhip i of the enemy, one of Ï4• a-nd one 
of 64 guns, with the lofs of very few of the feamen , :).nd 
but one mate. 

The 

~43 

A. D. 
175s. 
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Every thing concurring to difcourage any longer 
refifrance or defence ; there being no hopes of re

lief 

The bdieged were now fufficiently alarmed on aU fides, 
by the noife of the feamen at boarding, the cheers leaving 
them no room to doubt that it was from Engli!h. feamen, and 
the direélion of the confufed found of voices, and firing af
terwards, foon leading them to fufpeét the real faél, an attempt 
upon their fhips. The heroic, fucceLful adventurers were 
employed in fecuring their prifoners in the fhips holds, and 
concerting the mofi effeélual methods for fecuring their prizes 
out of the reach of the enraged enemy; wl1en both the fhips and 
boats received a mo fi furious fi re of cannon, rr:orrars and mulkets, 
from aH parts that it could be direEted to them, from the 
ifland battery at no g~eat difiance, from the battery on 
Point Maurepas a little farther off, and from ali the guns of 
the garrifon that could be brought to bear on that part of 
the harbour. 

After endeavouring in vain to tow o!f Le Prudent, they 
found fhe was on ground, \\Îth feveral feet wate~ in her hold. 
There now remained notbing in their power to do, to prevent 
her being recovered by t]1e enemy, but to fet ber on fire
wbich they did with aH poffible expedition; leaving along fide 
her a large fchooner, and ber own boats, for her people to 
efcape in to the fhon~·. \\hi ch was at no great diftance from 
her. On boarà of this fhip they found a deferter from our 
camp, who was killed in the little bu11le at our people's taking 
poffefiion of her,. and by that means refcued from the igno
minious execution of military j ufiice. 

The boats from Le Prudent now joined the others about 
Le Bienfaifant, and belped to tow her ofF triumphantly in the 
midft of a formidable fire from the mortified enemy ; which 
they did with great fpeed, by the ailiftance of a I_~tle breeze, 
and what ragged fail , , yards and rigging Jhe had left of any 
fervice after the confiant fire fhe had fo long received from our 
batteries. When they bad thus got her out of the èifiance 

and direCtion of the enemy's guns, they fecured her till the 

next 
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lief from E urope, nor an y further aid from Ca
nada ; thei r fhips entire1y deftroyed ; their harbour 
u ntenable; their fort ifications ruined in many 
places ; divers praéticable breaches made; the gar
r ifon in no condi tion to repulfe an aifault in breach, 
nor even an ercalade; and feno ble th at every ad

van tage gained by t he befiege rs was a nearer ap
proach to their ruin, di fpofed the governor to the 
humane confideration of putting a ftop to the 
furthe r effufion of chrifiian blood . For which 
pm·poft~ he wro te to General Amherft, requeft
ing a capitulation upon the fame cond itions as 
had been granted to the Englifh at Port M ahon . 
But the general having been previoufly informed 
by Admirai Bofcawen, of his intention to fend 

fi x fhips into the harbour next day, to accelerate 

the operations by land, as the moft effeétual way to 

next day, by an hawfer, in the north-eafi: harbour, and en
j oyed on board her the firft joyful moment' s leafure of fecqrely 
congratulating each other on their fuccefs and fafety in this 
hazardous enterprize. 

T he takir.g of thefe two ihips by our fleet's boats, on this 
memorable occafion , as it mufi: be a lafi:ing, indelible honour 
to th e vigilance and aéhvity of thofe who projeéted, and 
to the bravery and conduét of thofe who executed, the bold 

defign ; will alfo be a new, and perhaps a feafonable con
viétion to the whole world, that, however arduous, however 

apparently impraéticable any purpofed naval attempt may 
be, the Englifh feamen are not to be deterred from it by any 

profpeét of difficulty or danger, but will exert themfelves as 
far as men can do, and at leafi: deferve fuccefs, when led on to 

it by fuch as are worthy to command them. 

And the bold and fuccefsful execution of this enterprize, 

with the preparations made for a general aifault, fo terrified 

the z arrifon, that next day they furrendered . 

Q.3 oblige 
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A. D. 
I 7 ss. 

C;;pitula
tion. 

oblige t'he garrifon to furrender prifoners of war, 
he rejeaed the French governor's propofal; in
fifted upon his furrender at difcr~rion, and 
threatened him with a general affaulc by Admirai 
Bofcawen, next morning, in cafe he did not chufe 
to fubmit on thofe term.s. M. Drucour could not 
reli!h the thoughts of yielding to thofe arbitrary 
irnpofitions : and as an officer that had be ha• ed 
weil in his prefent capacity, thought h ! r~1:~:f and 
the brave fellows under his command, mtitled to 
forne fort of diftinétion and favour, and to the ho. 
nours of war: fo tbat he feemed refolved, and did 
de.clare, thar he would rifk a general aifau lt, before 
hè WQuld CÇ?mply with fuch fevere t~rms. How
ever, his fiomach was brought down by ~he pe· 
Ùtions af!d . r~prefentations of the n~ ders and in
habital)ts of the place, and of the commiifary and 
intendant of the colony; who forelàw immediate 
ànd univerfal ruin, ll1ould the enemy be provoked 
to make a general affault by fea and land. Ac
cordingly the French go·v'ernor accepted and figned 
the following capitulation : 

Articles of capitulation letween th:ir Excel!encies Ad
rtJiral Bofcawen, and Major-General ..limherjl, and 
his Excellency the Chevalier Drucour, G(}1Jernor of 
the ljland of Cape~ Breton, of Louijbourg, the- Ijland 
of St. John, and their appttrtenèmces. 

I. T~~- g~rr~f~n of _Louifbourg fball be pri
foners of war, and fhall be carried to Eng

land in the fhips of ?is Britannic Majefty. 

II. AH 
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II. Ail the artilJery, ammunition, prQvifions, 
as weil as the arms of any kind whatfoever, which 
are at prefent in the town of Loui!bourg, the 
ifiands of Cape-Breton and St. John; and rheir 
appurtenances, fl1all be delivered, without the 
leafl: damage, to fuch commiffaries as 1hall be ap
pointed to receive them, for the uîe of his Bri
tannic Majeily. 

III. The governor 1hall give his orders that 
the troops, which are in the Ifiand pf St. John, 
and its appurtenances, fhall go on board fuch 
ihip of war, as the admiral ihall fend to receive 
them. 

IV. The gate, called Porte Dauphine, 1ha1l be 
given up to the troops of his Britannic Majefty, 
to-morrow, at eight o'dock in the morning; aqd 
the garrifon, including ali thofe that carried a~ms, 
drawn up at noon, on the efplanade, where they 
!hall lay dawn their arms, colours, implements, 
and ornaments of war. And the garrifon fhall 
go on board, in order to be carried to England 
in a convenient time. 

V. The fame ca re ihall be taken of the fick 
and wounded that are in the hofpitals, as of thofe 
belonging to his Britannic M~efty. 

VI. The merchants and their clerks that bave 
not carried arms, ihall be fent to France, in fuch 
manner as the admirai fhàll think proper. 

Louifuourg, 26 July, 1758. 

{Signed) Le Chevalier de J;)R.ucouR.~ 

In 

247 
A.D 
l])B. 
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E ngl i fh 
take pof . 
fe ffi ·~ n. 

Tnr: GENERAL HIS TOR Y oF 

In confequence of this capitulation, M ajor F ar
quhar, with t:hree companies of grenadiers, took 
poffeflion of the weft gate, on the 2 7th in the 
morning, and Brigadier General Whitmore was 
charged with the difarmin g of the garrifon upon 
the efplanade. He alfo rec(: ived the furrender of 
their colours ; and placed p roper g uards in the fe
veral pofts, and over the flores, magazines, &c. 
T he conquerors behaved with g reat hu manity to .. 
wards the prifoners : but to remove f rom them aU 
temptation of bree1 ' Ïng their capitulation, the 
ae neral ordered all their arms to be carried out of b 

t he town. 

Th us we may obferve with fu rprize, that Louif
bourgh, and therewith the whole i!land of Cape 
Breton, which had been reprefented fo formid able 
and almoft impregnable and impraéticable, on 
former occafions, feil to the arms of a much lefs 
force than had been fhipped in the foregoing year 

L o[o; of toe for the fame fervice, with the infi an ifi cant lofs of 2 1 
Eng!i Jh. 'ffi d d . o 

Of t:le ene· 
Ill)' . 

comm1 110ne an non-commiffioned officers, 146 
private men, one gu nner, and th ree matroffes 
killeà; and 30 commiŒoned and non-commiffion
ed offi~ers , two drum mers, 3 I 5 priva te men, 
one corporal, one gunner, and three matroffes 
wounded. 

T he lofs of the enemy in kilied and wounded 
was much more confiderable; and befides 5637 
men, which the g arrifon confified of at the 
furren der, there was a great quantity of ar-

tillery, 
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lery, ftores, &c. s Nor was this their whole A. D. 

fs: for the iiland of Sr. John, in the Gulph of 1 7~ 8 · 

A1z account of the guns, mortars, foo t, foells, 

town of Lo u.ifbourg. 
&c. found in tl>e 

Pounders. 

r36 

Iron ordnance, Il ~t 
ounted on Hand- J 

. . h' 12 
g carnage~ WH l 8 10 

eds and coins. l 6 28 

L 4 6 

l\1ortars, brafs l 1 7.flnch 3 

lv'ith beds. 9 
1 

6f 3 

M . l IZf 6 ortars, uon -
IWÎth beds. l l r 4 

9î 
Mufquets with 

accoutrements 
Powder, whole 

barrels 
Mufquet cart-

7500 

6oo 

ridges 8o,oco 

Ditto halls Tons 1 3 
f g6 Pdrs 1607 
\ 14 1658 

Round !hot ll2 4ooo 

6 2336 

{

I3fb. 139 
24 134 
12 336 
6 130 

Grape !hot 

Cafe !hot - 24 53 

Double headed S 2 4 2 45 
l12 153 

Shells -
10 38 

{

I3Inc.8so 

8 138 

Lead, pig 
Do. fheet 
Iron of forts 
Wheel-barrows 
Shovels, wood 
Ditto, iron 
Pick axes 

6 '27 

} Tons 12 

Tons 6 
6oo 
760 
900 
82z 

Iron crows, large 
Ditto, fmall 

22 

)2 

42 
IS 

Iron wedges 
Hand mauls 
Pin mauls 
Mafons trowels 
Hamm ers 
Axes 

State of the garrifon of Louiflourg, July 16, 1758, <when it 

capitulated. 
C/'J 

$!CJ'J 

N ames of regiments, 
0 0'2.. 

0 -· ~ ffi .,o.. s:; (') 

(') o.. r;· ::s;o; 0 

Twenty-four companies of the ufual 0 c ., O.. lU E. ., ... "' 0 ::s 

garrifon, and two of the ani!-
~ ':<;;> 0.. c-

lery 76 746 195 lOI] 

Second battalion of Volantaires 

Etrangers . - 38 402 86 p6 

Second battalion of Cambife 38 466 104 6o8 

Second battalion of Artois 31 4°7 27 466 

Second battalion of Bourgogne - 30 353 31 414 

Total of .the garrifon 214 

Sea officers, private men and marines 

iit for dury, with the fick and 

2374 443 3031 

wounded, belonging to the ihips 135 1124 1347 26o6 

Tora! prifoners 5637 
St. 
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A. D. St. Laurence, and which in forne meafure fupplied 
17S 8• ~ebec with corn and black cattle t, with which 

produce, this i!land abounded, followed the fare 
of Cape Breton. Lord Rollo was immediately 
_detached to take poffeffion of it : and the inhabi,. 

5-t. John's tants, amounting to 4100, fubmitted to his fum
furrenders. mons, and brought in their arms. This had been 

a place of great annoyance to our fettlement in 
Nova Scotia. For, the French neutrals, when 
driven to diftrefs by the Englifb, fou r.c. !helter 
upon this ifland : and from he nee the ~ ndians wer.e 
encouraged to make fudden ir:-Llptions into that 
colony, and to 1 e•·petrate the mo ft inhuman bar
barities upon the Englifh fubjeéts : of which Lord 
Rollo found a m"ft xecrable proof in the very 
palace, or governor's feat, decorated with the 
fcalps of Engliih men, murderéd by the favages, 
hired for that purpofe by the French, their patrons 
and allies. · 

ExpeJition This important conque!t was made, and the 
under Ge- ftrength of the continent of North America was 
n eralAber-
crombie, not weakened, nor the provinces expofed to the 
againft . d ,. 
Crown furpnze an ravagements or the French and their 
Point. favage allies ; as we have feen the cafe in the re

d uétion of the land ar my and. the tranfportation 
thereof to Hallifax, laft year; when an attempt 
t1pon Louifbourg was refolved by a council of war 
to be impraéticable, without fo much as making 

t Sorne farms raifcd I zoo bu!hels of corn annually for 
~ebec market: and Lord Rollo found a hove r o,ooo head of 
black cattle on this ifland. 

3 one 
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;>ne· trial to land upon the coaft of Cape Breton. 
Wh ile this expedition ~as ordered to pro~eed upon 
its own bottom, the forces on the continent were 
commanded to perform their diftinél: operations 
~ainft the enemy by land, tO drive them from 
their encroachments at Crown Point, to open a 
way for an 1nvafion of Canada, in cafe they could 
not be brought to equitable terms of peace, and 
to recover our 1oifes on tne Ohio. 

For thefe purpofes we find that Major-General 
Abercrombie was charged with the chief com-
mand and direélion of the feveral operations, and 
that he himfelf undertook the expedition againft 

25 1 

.A. D. 
17 se. 

Crown Pointu with the- main body of the army, 

confifting of 7,ooo regulars, and xo,ooo provin- His forces. 

f iais; with which he embark.ed Gn Lak~ George, 
~n order to reduce the French forts on that lake 
and on Lake Champlain, which he expeéted would 
recure the frontier of the ~ritifh colonies on that 
fide, and open a paifage for any futur.e attempts 
upon the French fettlements. 

Thus intentioned and enabled to face any army, Marc11es 

that could be aifembled by the French and their ~~~~e~o~!: 
,allies, Major-General Abercrombie embarked with 
his whole force on board 900 batteaus, and 135 
whale beats, with provi.fion, ammunition, and 
artillery; befides fevera] pieces of cannon mount-
ed on tafts to cover their landing, in cafe of op
pofition. 

They failed on the 5th of July in the morning; 
in the evening they halted at Sabbath Day Point, 

• Seo page 53, Vol. III. 
abou t 
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A. D. about 12 miles from the enemy's advanced guard; 
1758· landed, and made a great number of fires on the 

fhore, to divide the enemy's attention and forces; 
and early next morning they arrived at the place, 
where it was propofed to land ; and from whence 
there was a good way leading to, and about one 
mile off, the French advanced guard. Colonel 
Bradil:reet, with 1 seo batteau-men, Mt1jor Rogers, 
with 8 oo rangers, and Calo::~] Gage's light in
fantry, all in whale boats, formed our advanced 
guard; which was immediate! y ordered afhore, to 
reconnaître the country; which returni ng with a 
report, th at there was no appearance of an enemy 
to oppofe them, the troops landed with great 
eafe, leifure and L :ety. The general formed 
them in feur columns, regulars in the centre, and 
provincials on the Banks : in which arder they 
marched towards the enemy's advanced guard; 

Afkirmifh. compofed of three battalions of the regiment of 
Guienne, pofi:ed in a logged camp ; who fied with 
fuch precipitation on the approach of our army, 
that they hacl time only to fet fire to their tents, 
and ·to their baggage, am munition and provifions: 
part of which was faved by the quick advance of 
the Englifh. 

The army, in the foregoing arder, continued 
their mar ch through _the wood on the weft fi de, 
with a defign to inveft Ticonderoga; a fort built, 
about two years before, on the narrow paffage or 
communication between Lake George and Cham· 
plain. Ir had ail the advantages that nature and 
art could give it, _being defended on three fides by 

water, 
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:1ter, which is furrounded by rocks, and on the A. D. 

1lf of the fourth fide by a fwamp, and where ' 75
8

• 

,at fails, there the French had ereél:ed an en
enchment and breafi:-work about nine feet high. 

was in the way to Crown Point, and muft be 
ken by our forces before they could march thi-
ler. It was in this rn arch, that we bad the mif- Lord Howe 

>rtune to lofe Lord Howe, of whom General killed • 

. bercrombie writes to the fecretary of frate, 
That he was defervedly univerfally beloved 
and refpeél:ed throughout the whoJe·army : that 
his untimely fall occafioned much grief and 
confi:ernation; and, That he himfe]f felt it 
mo ft heavily, and lamented him moft fincerely ." 

[ is lordihip, at the head of the right center co
iron, fupported by the light infantry, being ad
anced about two miles, feil in with a French 
arty, fuppofed to confift of about 500 regulars 
ild Indians, who laid in ambuih, or rather thought 
> bide themfelves in that thick and almoft im
aifable wood, and had loft themfelves in their 

:treat from the advanced guard. The fkirmifh Lofs of the 

ras maintained with great refolution, and the enemy. 

nemy did not give way till our flankers bad killed 
oo, and taken 148 prifoners, amongft whom 
fere five o.fficers and three cadets. But, though 
re loft only two o.fficers, and not above 18 men 
illed and wounded, our fuccefs coft us ve ry dear, 
1 the death of Lord Howe, who feil the firft 
ran in this fkirmiih, by a mufket bail through 
is breaft: of which he d ied inftantly. Had our 
my been fufficiently provided wi th guides, this 

aéhon 



THE GENERÀ"i. HISTORY OF 

a"L'tion might have become fatal to the enemy, hy 
cutting off their retreat : but they being entirely 
without guides, our forces \Vere deprived of the ad
van tage of taking poft on fu ch grounds, as required 
for that purpofe. · The ignorance of the ground 
was a1fo a great misfortune in the time of aftion: 
for, it threw aU into confufion : wherever any 
firing was heard, thither ali thofe, not engaged, 
immediately hurried, and thereby brought the 
whole imo diforder. So that they could do no 
more, than keep poffefiion of the ground aU that 
night. 

our army The impreffion received throughout the army 
retires. at the lofs of Lord Howe ; the great fatigue the 

foldiers had undergone from the time of their em
barkation ; the \Vant of provifions, which had 
·been dropt in arder to lighten themfelves in their 
march.; and the want of guides to conduét them 
through the labyrinth of that wildernefs ; deter
mined the General to return, on the 7th, to the 
Lan ding Place; and they accordingly got thither 
by eight o'clock in the morning. But at eleven 
the fame day, at noon, Lieutenant-Colonel Brad· 

A detach · ftreet was detached with th.e 44th regiment, fix 
ment to fe- . . 
cure the compames of the firft battahon of Royal Ame-
faw-mills. ricans, the batteau-men, and a body of Rangers 

and Provincials, t-o the amount of about 7000 in 
ali, to take poffeffion of the faw-mills, a poft 
occupied by the enemy, within two miles of 
Ticonderoga. Bradfireet found that poft de
ferted by the enemy, who had retired, and de· 
ftroyed the mill . and broke down the bridge: 

but 
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ut he laid a bridge over the river, and was joined A. D. 

at night by the main body of the army, under 
1758

• 

. l . The army 

~eneral Abercromb1e, who tao{. up h1s quarters advanceth. 

:here th at ~ight. 

Severa! prifoners were brought into the camp; ~he fitu-

• . 
atton and 

who agreed 10 thetr accounts, that the enemy had ftrength of 

eight battalions, fame Canadians and colon y troops, the enemy. 

o the amount of 6ooo in ali, encamped before 

their fort : that they were fortifying their camp 

i\Vith !hong entrenchments and breaft-works; and 

th at they expeéted hour ly to be reinforced by 

3000 Canadians, und er M. de Levy, recalled 

from an expediti "'n, he had the command of, to 

make a diver~o i1 on the fide of the Mohawk river. 

This iatellir::\..nce ferved to accelerate the motions 
-' 

of our army; and the report of M. Cle~k the en-

gil'leer, who was fent to reconnoitre the ftrength 

and fituation _of the en emy, being in favour of an 

immediate .attack, before the enemy's woïks could 

be finifued, it was agreed to ftorm them, that very 

day. 
The Rangers, 1ight infantry and Provincials, Refolutioo 

d d h · h d l d k to attack 

were-or ere to marc wu out e ay, an to ta e them. 

poft in a line, out of cannon fhot of the French 

entrenchments, fo asto extend their right to Lake 

George, and their Ieft to Lake Chûmplain, that 

the regular troops, deftined to ftorm the en

trenchmeats, might form on their rear. The 

piquet:i were appointed to begin the attack : they 

to be fuftained by the grenadiers ; and thefe by the 

battalions. The whole were inftruéted not to 

throw away their fire, but to march up briik:ly, 
ruth 
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A. D. rufh upon the enemy's fire, and not to give theirs, 
1 75 8• till they were within the enemy's breail:-work. A 

March up brave and well defigned difpofition. Ail the 
to the ene- forces, except a guard left at the Landing Place my. 
- to co ver and guard the batteaus and w hale boats, 

and a provincial regiment left at the faw-mill, 
was put in motion, and advanced to Ticonderoga. 
Bur, inftead of imperfeél: works, they found the 
entrenchments much il:ronger than reprefented; 
a breail:-work fix feet thick and between eight and 
nine feet high, and the ground before it covered 
w~th felled trees, with their br::mches pointed out
wards : and the grou nd was filled, for upwards of 
1 oo yards beyond the breail:-work, with large logs, 
ftumps, brufhwood, &c. over which it was im
poffibk to advance wichout great deliberation and 
difficulty. And the enemy, who were entirely 
under caver of the breaft-work, kept an inceffant 
fire from their fwivels and fmall arms, mowing 
dO\vn our officers and brave men by hundreds. 
Our men, regardlefs of every difadvantage and 
danger, like thofe, that would conquer or die, 
were not infenfible of the embarrafiïnent of the 
trees, th at retarded the ir advancing with intrepidity 
and bravery; but the General, convinced by the 
lofs fuftained, and the impraéticability of forcing 
the entrenchments, that it was no longer prudent 

Englifh to remain before it, judged it neceffary, for the 
defeated, prefervation of fo many brave men and to pre-andretreat. ' 

vent a total defeat, to make the beft retreat poffi~ 
ble. Thus after feveral repeated attacks, which 
lail:ed above four hours, under the moft difadvan· 

tageou~ 
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tageous drcumftances, and with the lofs of 46 t 
regulars killed, 29 miffing and 1 r 17 wounded ; 
8 7 Provincials ki lied, eight miffing, and 2 39 
wounded, including the offic~rs of both corps; 
he drew his men offw, and retired to the camp he 
had occupied the night before, with tho[e that 
were capable of dury: fending off the wounded 
to the batteaus, which laid about three miles far .. 
ther; and next morning followed with the who le 
army to the fame place, and embarked for the 
çamp at Lake George. 

257 
A. D. 
1758. 
tl 

This defeat and retreat fet the bufy and obfer- Remarks 

Id k h d. h . on the re-
vant wor to wor ; w o, accor mg to t e1r con- treat. 

neétions and apprehenfions, were very liberal in 
their cenfures and apologies. He certainly is to 
be commended for drawing off his men from an 
ettack, in which they were expofed entirely to the 
fire of a covered enemy : and he might be de-
ceived, and yet not culpable, in regard to the re-
port of the enemy's ftrength, and fituation of their 
camp; which certain! y was the cafe : both in re-
gard to the ftrength of .the works, and to their 
extent. But who can exculpate a general for 

w About three o'clock, as the regulars were retreating, one 
regiment in the center and the troops on the left threw in a 
very heavy fire, intending to retreat likewife: but the enemy 
hoifted Englifh colours, and clubbed their arros, fht:wing them
felves on their breaft-work, and beckoning to our men; on 
which the whole advanced brifkly : but when they were 
come within 1 5 or 20 yards of the enemy, they ftruck the 
Englifh colours, and threw in upon them a moft terrible fire, 
fuch as they had not yet experienced, which killed multitudes, 
and obliged them to retire. 

VoL. III. R commanding 
z6 
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commanding his men to attack fuch a fortified 
camp without cannon, when he had a fufficient 
train with him for the fervice? Who can com
mend his care of himfelf on fuch a defperate fer
vice; not advancing the whole time farther than 
the mills~' two miles from the feat of aétion; when 
his prefence was neceifary with his -army ? Who 
can give a folid reafon for his flying, when there 
was no enemy in a condition to purfue : and re
embarking an army of 14,000 effeEtive ment 
weil provided with ali neceffaries for fupport, de
fence, and to retum to the attack of Ticonderoga, 
with a view of fuccefs, by a proper ufe of the 
force under his command, againft an enemy, that 
was not above 3000 fhong, and from whom both 
a retreat and fuccours might have been eafily eut 
off? An officer employed in this expedition writes, 
" Having fecured the advanced pofrs, after the 
retreat, the remainder of the army might have 
kept poffeffion of the mills ; a poil: which is, per
haps, as advantageoufly fituated, and as frrongly 
fortified by nature, as any in the uni verfe. But 
what was moH furprizing, the whole army was 
ordered to embark, 30 men in each batteau, and 
to retire to Fort William Henry, after having 
gained and given up as many advantages in four 
days, as, perhaps, ever happened, fince war has 
been known. The retreat was fo precipitate, that 
great quantities of intrenching tools, feveral bat
teau loads of provifions ~nd other things were left 
behind. Ail ftrong indications of an unaccount
able panic. Y et the Provincial troops were ftill 

m 
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• 1n good fpirits, and the enemy. not a match for us 
in a regular liege." The regulars bad fufi:ained 
a confiderable lofs: but that lofs was not equal to 
what had been expeéted on landing, if the enemy 
had oppofed them there. But continues th at offi
cer, H The whole conduét, after Lord Howe's 
death, was equally madmen like: we were igno
rant of the enemy having any breaft-works, but 
that of logs and ftuŒps : we were ordered to ftorm 
the trenches, when our field was covered with 
cannon and flores; and we left the moft advan
tageous ground without being purfued, or having 
any reafon to expeét it ; and after all, retr€ated 
with an army of near 1 4,ooo men from an enemy 
not above 3000 ftrong." The fright at the head 
quarters appears fully from the general's order to 

the commanding officer at this place, to fend to 
New York, ail the cannon, wounded men, &c. 
What our enemies thought of this affair, may b<; 
colleéted from their account in the Paris gazette x .. 

Colonel 

x Paris, Sept. 23, Publifhed by authority. 

The Marquis of Montcalm being informed that the Englifh 
had affembled, at the bottom of Lake Sacrament, an army of 
zo,«>oo militia, and 6ooo regular forces, under the command 
of General Abercrombie, with a defign to make themfelves 
mafters 'Of Fort Carillon, [Ticonderoga] and to in vade Cana· 
da, his fi.rft ftep was to take poifeffion of the falls, on the fide 
of that lake, in order to baffie the efforts of the enemy. He 
remained in this pofition till the 6th of July, when a body of 
the Englifh appeared upon the lake. He theo croffed over the 
river from the falls, with all his troops, and came to encaipp 

under Fort Carillon, where he had already marked out his 
R :l emrench • . 

2 59 
A. D. 
17 s 8. 
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Colonel Bradftreet, by a happy turn of thought, propofed a plan to his commander in chief, after 

this 
p edi rion entrenchments, and fent out different detachments to harrafs agalll fi: . h . 1 d. Frontenac. the enemy m t e1r an mg. 

The Marquis, when he arrived at his camp before Carillon, bad only z,8oo French, with 450 of the colony tr<'ops, On the 7th, in the morning, the whole army was employed in throwing up entrenchments, and making barricades of ftumps of trees before them. The fame day, in the evening, to our great joy, there arrived 400 chofen men, under the command of the chevalier de Levi. The Marqujs committed the defence of the right wing to the Chevalier, that of the left to M. de Bourlamaque, and referved to himfelf the comrnand of the center, that he rnight oe the better able to give his orders. The arrny lay all night upon their arms. On the 8[h, at break of day, the generale was beat, tbat the troops might know their poils. After this motion, the army returned to work upon the entrenchments. About ten in the morning the enemy's light troops appeared on the other fide of the river, and made a great fire, but at fuch a diftance that we continued our work without returrung it. About balf an hour aft~r twelve their arrny came down upon us, and ail our troops were inftantly at their pofts with their arrns. Our le ft was firft attacked by two columns; the center was at the fame time attacked by a third column, and a fourth attacked our right . A s the colon y troops and the Canadians were not attackeù, they came out of their trenches, and took the column in flank that anacked our right, falli ng upon them with great courage and fur y. A bout five o 'dock the column which a:tacked the center, and th at which attacked the right, feU upon the fa liant angle of the trenches , where our danger became very g1eat; but it was timely affi fi ed, and the enemy met with a refillance that damped their ardour. About fi x o'clock, the two columns of the right abandoned their attack, anà came to make another attcmpt towards the fali ant angle and the center, and afterwards on the left, but 
t 

iliey 
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this retreat, to employ part of the troops imme
diately againft Cadaraque or Fort Frontenac; and 
was allowed to carry that expedition into execution 
with a detachment of 31 o 3 men, confiiling of 
154 regulars, 249 r provincials, 2 7 of the royal 
regiment of artillery, 6 r rangers, 300 barreau
men, and 70 lndians. The fituatiqn of this fort 
on the north of the river St. Laurence, jufr where 
it takes its origin from Lake Ontario, was very 
advantageous and of great importance to our ene
mtes. It commanded the mouth of the river of . 
St. Laurence, in a great meafure, and it was em-
ployed as a magazine to fupply the forts to the 
fouthward. For this reafon the government in 
Old France had ftocked Fhis fort with 6o pieces 
of cannon, and fixteen fmall mortars : but the 

they were every where repulfed. Between fix and feven their 
army made their retreat, favoured by the fire of their light 
troops, which lafted till night. The darknefs of the night, 
the fatigue of our troops, and the fmallnefs of our number. 

the ftrength of the enemy, who were ftill greatly fuperior to 
us, and the nature of the ground, would not permit us to pur
fue them. We expeéled them to return to the a~t ~ck next day, 
but they bad abandoned the Falis and the Carrying-Place; a!ld 
the Chevalier de Levi, who was fent out to reconnoitre, faw 
no body. 

W e reckon the lofs of the en emy, according to the report of 
the prifoners, to be about 4000 killed and wounded, among 
whom are feveral officers of difiinélion. Lord Howe and 
Major General Spittall, are among the il ain. Five hundred 
Jndian s, who were in the Englifh army, re mained behind th e 
whole time, and would not engage in the aélio.n. On our fide 
there were 1 2 officers, and 9 2 fold iers, killed in the field of 
battle ; and z 5 officers, with 248 fcldiers, wounded . 

.R 3 for ti fi · 
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A. D. fortifications were both inconflderable and badly 
1
75

8
· contrived. At this junéture it was ftored with an 

immcnîe quantity of proviflons and ammunition, 
for the ufe of the French forces detached againft 
Brigadier Forbes ; for their weftern.garrifons, and 
the army fent under M. de Levi to the Mohawk 
riv-er, and with merchandize for their Indian allies. 

Colonel Bradftreet having penetrated to the fide 
of Lake Onterio, he embarked his men in floops 
ancf batteaus provided for that purpofe, and land
ed without oppofition within a mile of Fort Fron-

Hisfuceefs. tenac, on the 2 sth of Augufl:. This vifit was fo 
little expeéted, that the garrifon, confifting of 
1 1 o men, be fides a few women, children and In
dians, between feven and eight in the morning, 
of the 2 7th, furrendered prifoners of war. By 
which we became mafl:ers of all the contents 
above-mentioned, and of nine fhips, from eight 
to 18 guns, which were ali the French had upon 
the lake. Colonel Braàftreet brought two of the 
fhips to Oiwego, one richly ]aden : but he burnt 
and deftroyed the others, together with all the fort, 
artillery, ft ores, &c. agreeab]e to his inftruél:ions. 
Upon which the prifoners did not fcruple to fay, 
That their troops to the fouthward, and their 
weftward garrifons would fuffer great! y, if not be 
entirely fiarved, for want of the provifions, and 
ve.ffels, to bring them home from Niagara. 

Brigadier The expedition againft Fort du nuefne and 
Forbes's l d .n.· f h Oh' ~ ' 
expedition t 1e re UI..LIOn o t e 10 was committed to Bri-

, againfi: 
du ~efne. 

7 Valued at 8oo,ooo livres. 

gadier 
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gadier Forbes. His tendezvous was at Philadel- A. D. 
l7ss. 

phi a z, from whence he marched with the laft di~ 

vifion of hi5 forces on the 30th day of June, for 

the river Ohio. A march pregnant with the His diffi-

ft d 'ffi l . d d'fc .f cultmarch. 

greate 1 cu tles an 1 couragements ; 1 we 

confider the ]ength of the way only ; but if we 

take the want of military roads, the bowling wil

derneffes, that were almoft: impenetrable, the dan 4 

gerous morafTes and the rugged mountains, into 

the account, nothing but love, a leve for our 

country, which furmounts and defpifes ali obfta-

cles and oppofition, could have animat,ed this 

army to proceed with an alacrity and courage, 

that was not to be fatisfied with any thing lefs 

than viél:ory and conqueft. 

z By a letter from New York, dated July zo, it appears, 

that when Brigadier-General Forbes came to Philadelphia, 

about the middle of Aprillaft, he found himfelf a general 

without forces, for a confiderable time. The greateft part of 

the provincials, th at were to compofe his ar my, were not raifed. 

The Highlanders from South-Carolina, did not arrive till 

about the 7th of June, nor his ftores and artillery from En gland 

till the 14th of the fame month. Befides this, the procuring 

the large number of waggons neceffary for this expedition, 

where there is no water carriage, occafioned great delays. 

Y et ail thefe difficulties are at laft furmounted, and the general 

now finds himfelf at the head of a fine army, in high fpirits, 

the rear of which is by this time advanced upwards of 100 

miles on their march. He has likewife a very confiderable 

body of Indians with him, and we have reafon to expeét ali 

poffible fuccefs from his known valour, vigilance, and experi

ence. No general was ever more beloved by the men under 

his command. 

R4 The 
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The brigadier had a fpacious field to difplay hi.s 
military talents. In which there bad been fo many 
mifcariages: and where the enemy bad faftened 
themfelves by every means to improve the natural 
ftrength of the country. But the failings of 
others made him more cautious, more circumfpeét. 
He left nothing, or as little as poffible, to chance. 
He, with amazing diligence, fecured provifions 
and carriages; in whofe deficience had been laid 
the root of Braddock's unfortunate march. He, 
with a becoming jealoufy· of his own fl:rength, 
fbould he expofe it to the lurking invifible enemy, 
fecreted in thick woods, or pofl:ed at narrow de
files, extended his fcouting parties, who beat the 
bu!hes and ferreted the favage en emy; and he form
ed new roads, and fortified his camps: without 
which precautions he mufl: have fuffered greatly 
or rather have been forced to return with difgrace, 
by the frequent fkirmi!hes and ambufcades of the 
enemy's Indian allies, who attempted to eut them 
off, and did harrafs them under this mofl: judicious 
difpofition and cautious march of our army, thro' 
a prodigious traél: of an unknown defert. 

In this manner Brigadier Forbès arrived at 
Ray's town, go miles eafl: of Fort du ~1efne; 
where he halted with the main body of the army, 
and detached 2000 men, under Colonel Fouquet, 
to Lyal- Henning, with orders to fe cure th at poft, 
and to reconnoitre the fort and ou "rvorks of Fort 
d\.l ~efne, Fouquet obeyed his orders: fecmred 
the poft, and detached Major Grant, with 8oo 
men only, to reçonm~itre the objeét of their ope-

rations:. 
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r-ations, which was at the diftance of 40 miles A. D. 

farrher. 
1 758. 

As foon as the enemy faw this party within the ir Reconnoi

power, being informed by the ir fcours, thar it iitring.P,1 rtY 
urpnzed. 

advanced without any fupport, and that their 

neareft retreat was to Lyal-Henning, a traé1: of 

40 miles back; a body of troops fufficient to fur-

round .them marched out to give thçm battle, or 

to eut off their retreat. The Eng1ifu frood their 

ground with a firmnefs and bravery worth y of their 

country. They received the fire of the enemy, 

and with bayonets fixed, clofed and did great exe· 

cution. But after three hours fe vere aEtion againft 

great odds, and the number of the enemy en

creafing, by reinforcements from the garrifon, 

having loll: their commander, Major. Grant, who 

was carried prifoner ro Fort du ~efi1e, and about 

300 men, including nineteen ofEcers, killed or 

taken, thefe brave fellows were thrown into dif-

order, and obliged to fly back ro Lyal-Henning. 

Th us one indifcreet motion had weil nigh dif- R k 
emar s. 

· concerted ail the prudential fteps, by which Bri-· 

gadier Forbes had furmounted the hazards and 

dangers of a long and almoft impraé1:icable march. 

If Fort du ~1efne, and the territory under its 

dependance, was judged to require the wnole 

force under Brigadier Forbes to reduce it; what 

could induce Fouquet to detach only 8oo men to 

the difrance of forty miles, without any provi

fion to fuftain them in cafe of an attack ; in a 

country, of which they were entirely ignorant, 

and in po!feffion of, and garrifoned by, the en e-

my? 



~66 

A. D. 
1758. 

' THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

my ? In which circumfrances it was moraUy im
poffible for that detachment ever to return with 
any report, iliould they advance within the power 
of the enemy ; and wlthoura clofe infpeétion, their 
orders could not be executed. But, when the bri. 
aadier was informed of this lofs, it ferved rather 
b 

to fharpen his refentment and vigour. He fuf. 
fered no more detachments to be eut off. He 
marched with his whole army with fuch expedi
tion, that his fudden and powerful appearance 
firuck the French garrifon of Fort du ~efne with 
a panic: fo th at they never tru fred the ir fafety to 

F ort Du the event of a fi.ege, but difmantled the fort, and 
Q~_di1e de- . 
1èmd. withd rew, forne by boats, others by land, to thetr 

forts and fettlements on the Miffi(flppi, on the 
24th day of November: and, next day, Brigadier 
Forbes entered and took poffeffion ; and having 
repaired the fort, the contention for which, and 
the circllmjacent lands, had kind]ed up the pre
fent war, and placed in it a garrifon of provin· 
éials ; the troops and officers, emulated by their 
Juccefs, and glorying in the minifter, who planned 
their operp.tions in fo wife and efièélual a manner, 

Ch:mged unanimouOy changed the name of the fort, and 
to PITTS- · d }" 
:BURG. with a propnety an camp tment, which may 

eafily occur to the reader, gave it the name of 
PITT's -BuRG. And Brigadier-General Forbes 
having, by his advantages in feveral fkirmiihes, 
convinced the native lndians, that ali their at
tempts t1pon his advanced pofts, in order to eut 
off his communication, were vain, and to no 

purpofe, and that it was their intereft to accept of 
3 a neutra-: 
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a neutrality ; he found it no very difficult matter 
to draw them from the French, and even to re .. 
concile them, in a manner, to his Majefl:y's go
vernment. Which was the 'beft fecurity of that 

fine, rich countty; againft any future attempts to 
be made by France for its recovery. 

Having fettled every thing to his deGre, and, Brigadier-' 
r h · ft f h" l l f: . r. Forbes re-
lOf t e mtere o IS country, 1e e t a garnton turns. 

in PITT'S-BURG, weil appointed and provided 

againft any force of the enemy in thofe quarters: 

and, for their better content, and for the defence 

of Penfilvania, he ereéted a block- houfe at Lyal
Henning. His intention was to add forne other 

works to Pitdburg; but his health was fo much 

impaired, by the fatigues of this campaign, that 

he was obliged to haften back to Philadelphia, 
where he died foon after in the 49th year of his 

age, greatly lamented by ali ranks of men, and 

may juftly be acknowledged a public lofs to his 
country. 

Thus ended the firfi: campaign in North Ame- Remarks. 

rica, under the direétion of Mr. PI TT; which 

flruck fo effeét.ually at the root of the French 
power and intereft in the new world, that they 

never after were ~ble to make any con.fiderable 
effort to maintain their encroachments, and muil: 

have been entirely driven to feek for fafety within 

their provinces of Canada and Loui.fiana, had 

General Abercrombie executed his part of the 
grand operations agreeable to his inftruét.ions, and 
to the firength of the army under his Îmm~-
diate command. How the nation received the. 

I)ews 
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A. D. news of thefe advantages, gained by the vigorom 
175 8· meafures under the new minifter, will be be!l: de-

fcribed by that univerfal rejoycing throughout this 
kingdom, and by thofe voluntary and unanimous 
addreifes to ~is Majefly on the joyful occafion, 
from every incorporate and refpeétable body, led 
up to the throne by the moft duriful addrefs of 
the city of London, whofe fen'timents of the im
portance of their acquifitions, the wifdom of the 
miniftry and bravery of the fleets and armies, as 
they were adopted and confirmed by the reft of 
their fellow-fubjeél:s, will be beft conveyed to 

pofterity in their own words, which were rhus ex
preifed upon the taking of Louifbourg, &c. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

AMI DST the joyful acclamation5 of your 
faithful people, permit us, your Maje!l:y's 

moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commons, of the city of London, 
in common-council aifembled, humbly to con
gratulate your Majefty on the fuccefs of your arms, 
in the conqueil: of the important fortrefs of Louif
.bourg, the reduétion of the ifland of Cape Breton 
and St. John, and the blow the re given to a con
fiderable part of the French navy. 

An event fo truly glorious to your Majefty, fo 
important to the colonies, trade and navigation 
of Great Britain, and fo fatal to the commercial 
views and naval power of France, affords a reaion
able profpeét of the recovery of ail our rights 
~nd poifdlions in America, fo unjuftly invaded, 

and 
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and in a great meafure anfwers the hopes we 
formed, when we beheld the French power weak
ened on the coaft of Africa, their ihips deftroyed 
in their ports at home, and the terror thereby 
fpread over all their coail:s. 

May thefe valuable acqu_ilitions, fo gl riouOy 
obtained, ~ver continue a part of the Britifh Em
pire, as an effeétual check to the perfidy and 
ambition of a nation, whofe repeated infults and 
ufurpations obliged your Majefiy to enter into 
this juft and neceffary war: and may thefe in
fiances of the wifdom of your Majeil:y's councils, 
of the conduét and refolution of your com
manders, and of the intrepidity of your -fleets and 
armies, convince the world of the innate ftrength 
and refources of your kingdoms, and difpofe 
your Majefty's enemies to yield to a fafe and ho
nourable peace. 

In ail events, we ihall mo ft chearfully con tri
bute, to the utmoft of our power, towards fupport
ing your Majefty, in the vigorous profecution of 
meafures Jo-nobly dejigned, and Jo wifely direéted. 

The attempt upon Goree, on the coafi: of Af- E xpedit ion 

rica, had mifcarried, as it was apprehended, for ~~:.inftGo
want of fufficient fi:rength, after the taking of Se-
negal. But the neceility there was to reduce that 
fortrefs, in order to complete the ruin of the French 
trade on the coaft of Africa, and therewith to put 
the laft and finifhing hand to the deftruétion of 
thofe colonies, which our enemies could not culti-
vate without black Daves; to deprive them of every 

po ft, 
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poft, from w(lence they might either carry on a 
clandeftine commerce with the Africans, or iffue 
out to difturb our navigation on that coaft in ge
neral, or to Senegal in particular; which could 
never be fafe and undifl:urbed, while Goree con
tinued in the bands of the French; fuggefl:ed an 
immediate effort, this fame fummer, to drive the 
enemy from that ftrong-hold. 

Goree a is a fmall narrow ifland b near Cape 
Verd in Africa, W. long. 17. 40. lat. 15. fur
rounded by rocks, and inacceffible, except at ·a 
little creek, a natural and mo!l: fafe harbour, about 
20 fathoms broad and 6o long, fituate E. N. E. 
and inclofed with two points of fand\ one pretty 
high, called the Burial-ground-point; the other 
rouch lower, wirh a fand-bank in front, over 
which the fea beats with fuch violence, as to be 
feen at a great diftance. Here is good anchorage 

-for fhips; as alfo round the whole ifland: and be
tween ir and the main rand fhips may ride fafe 
from the greateft furges.-This ifland has changed 
mafters feveral times. The firft account of it was 
in the poffeffion of the Dutch, who, in the year 
1617, obtained a grant of it from Biram, King 
of Cape V erd, and fortified it with a caftle on a 
high land, very fieep on ail. fides, which they 
named Naffau-hill, on the north fide ; and with 
another fort, called Fort Orange, built in ~he 
creek above-mentioned, to proteét their ware
houfes. In 1663 it wa.s conquered by the Eng-

a Or Goereé Dutch, a good road for ihipping. 
b The fixth part of a leàgue in length. 

lifh, 
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li lb, under the command of Commodore Holmes: A. D. 

but was foon after retaken by De _Ruyter, the •75 8• 
Dutch admirai. ln 1677 it fell ï"nto the hands of 
the French, under the command of Count d'Errees, 
who demoliihed the forts. But the French Eaft 

'India company, being made fenfible of it~ ad
vantageous fituation for the purpofes of their trade, 
obtained a grant thereof from the French King, 
rebuilt the forts and continued in poffeffion till 
this year. It is but fmall, and till very lately, 
that M. de St. Jean, direétor of the iiland, dif
covered fre!h fprings, it was without either wood 
or water, but what was preferved . in ciil:erns. 
However, its fituation, harbour and good anchor
ing, like that of St. Helena, render it very con
fiderable for thofe nations, who have feulements 
on the coaft of Africa, or any navigation and 
trade in thofe feas. Though it is in the torrid 
zone the air is cool and temperate, almoft- the· 
whole year; owing to the equality of days and 
nights, and alternate breezes from the fea and 
land. And it is fo near the continent, that Cape 
Verd, and the neighbouring promontaries, may 
be feen from the north fide. 

The fquadron ordered for this fervice confified 
of the Prince Edward, the Naffau, the Dunkirk, 
the Torbay, the Fougueux, and the Firedrake and 
Furnace bombs.-There were alfo 6oo foldiers. 
Commodore Keppel had the wommand in chief. 

It was the 24th of December before this arma
ment reached the place of their defrination. The 
commodore came to an anchor, wirh aU his înips, 

li1 
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in the road of Garee, about three o'clock, the 
iiland bearing S. W. by S. about four miles, and 
in eio-hteen fathom water. The Saltafh was or-o 

dered to bear dawn to a bay between point Goree 
and point Barnabas, in arder to ~he more fpeedy 
and convenient landing of the troops, fhould 
there be any occaGon for them. But it was the 
28th before it was thought convenient to attack 
the il1and. When, at four in the morning, ail 
the fl.at-bottomed boats were fent on board the 
tranfports, for difembarking the troops, and ali 
of them were in thofe boats by nine o'clock. 
During which time the !hips of war alfo finifhed 
their preparations ; the fignal for weighing anchor 
having been given at eight o'clock. 

The weil: fide was the ftrongeft ; but that be
ing the lee-fi de, it was refolved to form the at· 
tack on this fide, left the fhips cables, being eut 
by a chain-lhor, or any other accident, the fhip 
or ihips might put out to fea without any dan
ger, and beating to windward rene.w the aél:ion; 
for fuch an accident on the eaft fide might have 
brought a fhip immediately afhore. Another re
folution fettled the manner of their going clown to 

the affault. A bomb was ordered to precede, co
vered by the Prince Edward from the fire of the 
enemy, and to anchor abreaft of a fmall Lunette· 
battery en barbet, a litt le below the citadel on the 
north. The eldeft caprain, Mr. Sayer, in the 
Naffau, was ordered to lead the line of battle on 
the right, anchoring abreaft of St. Peter's battery 
of five guns: the Dunkirk followed, in arder to 

2 bring 
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bring up a-breaft of a battery to the northward of 

the former ; which battery was not finifhed, and 

not an embrafure at thar time opened. The com

modore, in the Torbay, followed him, taking for 

his part the weft point battery of five guns, and 

the weft corner of St. F rancis~s Fort, of four· 

finaller guns. Captain Knight, in the Fougueux, 

fiationed fecond on the lefr, bringing up the rear 

(having direétions; at the fame rime, to cover 

the other bombon his ftarboard quarter) had al..; 

loted to his fhare the mortar-battery; fo called 

from two large mortars, covered by that bat

tery. 

The moment the firft fuip had dropt her an

chor from her fiern~ fue was ordered to hoift a 

pendant at her mizen peek, t0 acquaint the next 

fhip that fue had brought ~1p. \tVhich fignal was 

to be repeated by each fuip, as fue !hould take 

her ftation; and not a gun to be fired till each 

captain bad his fuip a-breaft of his ftation, and 

moored borh a-head and ftern. Mr. Keppel con

cluded thefe inftruétions with his good vvifhes for 

their fuccefs, and defired they would get on board 

their refpeétive !hips as faft as poffible, and lead 

on. 
The Prince Edward and Firedrake bomb bore 

clown about nine towards the ifland; and in ten 

minutes time the Firedrake began the aétion, by 

throwing a fhell. Which was returned in a nio

rnent by the enemy, from both their forts and bat

teries. Their fecond !hot carried away the Prinœ 

Edward's flag-ftaff, and fet fire to an arms-cheft, 

VoL. lii. S which 
~ r-:. 

273 
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A. D. which blowing up killed a marine. This threw 
'75 8· the Prince Edward into a little ftagnation; which 

encouraged the French, who finding the !hip did 
not return their fire, levelled forne of their pieces 
[o weil, that feveral vvere wounded, and other con

fiderable damage was clone, before matters were 
got to rights. Lieutenant Weft had one of his 

hips torn away and bruifed in a !hocking manner, 
by an iron bolt driven out of the timber by a bail: 
and a private failor, fiationed in the fore-top, had 

a leg fhot off. But with a heart, like a lion, he 
)et himfelf clown, band under band, by a rope, 
faying, as. he defcencled,- 'Ihat he jhould not 
have been [orry at tbe accidmt, had he but done his 
duty: but that it gave him pain to think, that be 

jhould die without havir:g killed an emmy. 
The commodore, who diligently attended to 

every incident, obferving that the Firedrake over

charged her mortars (ail her ipells falling vaftly 
beyond the iiland to the fouth) and which they 
on board, in the midft of fo much fmoke, could 
not difcern, he fent his boat on board the Furnace, 
with orders, " That as they faw the error of the 
other, in over-charging the mortars, they would 
a void that extreme; and chat, as the enemy feemed 
bent upon finking the Prince Edward and Pire
drake, he defired they would, at the difi:ance they 

then were, begin their fire ; and endeavour, as 
much as poffible, to draw part of the enemy's at
tention from their fuffaing friends." The Fur

nace, purfuant to that order, bore immediately 

clofe ur.der the Fougueux's ~tern, and getnng 

und er 
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under her Jarboard·quarter, began to fire with A. D. 

h 1758. 
good fuccefs. The commodore then ordercd t e 

Naffau to bear away to the relief of the Priq.ce 

Edward: which Captain Sayet endeavoured to 

do, but he was fo unfortunare, that from the ene-

my's firft fi re, to the N affau's taking their atten-. 

tion from the Prince Edward, his !hip was wear-

ing almoft thirty rhinutes. 
Another advantage to the enemy was the lull

ing of the wind, which dropt, as the heat of the 

day came on ; fo that the commodort's fhip the 

Torbay, and the Fougueux, which were both 

wearing clown to the feat of aétion, were retarded 

a good deal ; efpecially the Fougueux, which was 

ftopt by the Furnace running athwart his lee-bow, 

in his courfe to the Torbay ; the commodore 

having made a fignal for his coming on board. 

The commodore brought tlp a-breaft the angles 

of bath the weft point battery and St. Francis's 

fort, with fo much judgment, thar when he was 

moored, the enemy could not bring a gun from 

the nee to bear upon him. There could norhing . 

reach him with advant<lge, but two guns from · 

Sr. Peter's, and three from a fmall lunette on the 

hill, in the wa y to St. Michael's; and the ir fi ring 

was almoft filenced by the other !hips. So that 

the Torbay had a battery to attack almoft deferted, 

and without fcarce any oppofition.-Though in

deed, had the enemy been capable to hold an ar

gument with the commodore's fhip, the fire from 

the Torbay was fo terrible, fo near, and fo well 

aimed, thaç none but defperadoes or mad- men 
S 2 would 
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A. D. would have ftood it.-The ibip was in one con· 

•7 58· tinued blaze of fi re, and th at part of the ifland 

itîelf, upon which fhe lay, was darkened by a 

cloud of fm oak and earth, to a wonderful degree; 

that the very foundations of the iiland itfelf feerned 

to be razed. 
French fol- It was impoffible for the French foldiers to 

diersdriven ft d h · Th ld be k 
from their an at t eu quarters. ey cou not ept 

quarters. longer againft a fire, that was not to be with. 

ftood. But when the direEt:or was informed there. 

of, his command was, E'Very man to lis quarters 

The fl ag upon pain of death. However, the governor was 
firuck. 'J ...._. 

prevailed upon to ftrike his flag. The commo-

dore crdered a lieutenant, attended by his fecre

tary, to wait upon the governor on the ifland; 

who coming to the beach afked them, before they 

quitted their boat, On ·whtit ter;ns the honcttrab/e 

}~<fr. K.eppel propofed he jhou!d jiarender ?-This way 

of proceeding, after the flag was firuck, fur

pnzed them : and they af1<ed him then, Have not 

A parley. }"O!t firuck ycur jlag? He anfwered, No: for he 

had intended theïeb} ilO ;nore tLm a jign.û for a par

ley : and being told, Tlut the commodore in . 

fifi:ed on his furrendering at difcrerion; be repl_ie-d, 

1 am fufficimtly prepaïcd, and kmrJ:) how to defend 

mJfe!f; if tbt! Fïmcb tro;;ps jhall net be allou·ed to 

march out u;itb the bonours if war. The lieutenant 

having remonLhated the impoffibility of a defence 

agai nH: the f11ips, as already moored, and given 

him the flgnal of one gun ro be fired over the 

ifland, by the commo~..iore, for the renewing of 

hoflili-
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hofi:ilities, he and the fecretary returned on board A. D. 
1758. 

t~1e Torbay. 
The commodore, informed of the Frenchman's Hofl:ilities 

b · h . d . ] d d r.. J renewcd. e av10ur an propofa , or ere a ngna gun, as 
promifed by the lieutenant, to be fired over the 
ifiand; which was followed with his whole broad-
fide, and fome guns from the other fhips, that 
were ready: but before the fire cou]d be renewed The go-
. · f 11 · h b . bi vernor !i!r-
In ltS U VJgour, t e governor not emg a e to renders at 

maintain his authority over the folë:liers, who fied difcretiqp . 

from their quarters, dropt the regimental colours 
over the walls, as a tîgnal of furrendering at dif-
cretion; and the commoGore fent a party of ma-
rines a!bore, \vbo took poffi·ffion of the iOand ; 
hoified Briti!b colours on Fort St. Michael's, and 
fini!bed the ceremony of this conqueft, at the 
foot of the flag-fiaff, with three huzzas, from the 
battlements of the citadel. 

During the who le rime of this attack Lieute
nant Colonel Worge, who had the command of 
the foldiery, had his rroops embarked in Aat

bottomed boats, as mentioned abovr, difpoJèd, 
and ready, at a proper diftance, with the tran
fports, to attempt a defcem, when it !bould have 
been found requiflte and praéticable. 

The ftatc of the iOand of Goree, at this rime, State of 
the ifbnd 

as tranfmitted by Commodore Keppel to the Right when ta-

Honourable yVI LLIAM PITT., makes the number ken. 

of prifoners of vv'ar 300 ; befldes the blacks, who 

were ~ery nu merous. . Their ordnance confifl:ed 
of 38 twenty-four pounders , and one broke; 
43 eighteen pounders, and one broke; 4 twelve 

S 3 pounders ; 
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pot1nders ; 5 fix pounders ; 1 four pounder ; z 
tinee pounders ; 11 fwivels ; 1 ten inch mortar; 
ali iron: 1 twelve pounder; 2 mortars, mounred 
on beds, thirteen inches ; I ten inches, all brafs: 
1 oo barrels of }1>0wder: a great number of ibells, 
filled and empty ; a great quantity of fhot of 
different fizes : a great quantity of cannon car
tridges filled, and provifions of al1 fpecies for 400 

men for four months. 
Our arms on the coaft of Coromandel were not 

altogether fo profperous. The French continued 
in a frate of inaétivity, after the taking of Chet-
toput c. This appeared fomewhat myfterious to 

Fre~ch re- our fettlements in thofe parts. But they were di
!~~~1~cfi·om reé't:ed, from their fuperiors, to wait and prepare 
Europe un- for the arrivai of General Lallv and a ilrong flqua-
d er M. • 
Lally. dron, with fupplies of men, &c. fent from Old 

Franèe; without which it would have been im
poffible for them to aét with any view of fuccefs 
againfl the Engliili, fupported by a fleet, in thofe 
feas. This fquadron confified of eleven 1ài1, com
manded by M. D' Aché, and appeared off Fort 
Sr. David, on the 2 8th cf April, I 7 sB. Two of 
them proceeded with Mr. Lally to Pondicherry; 

Blcck \ lp feven anchored in the road of Fort St. David; 
Fort St. 
David. and two kept to the eafiward. By which difpo-
Two Ena- fition the French admirai blocked up the Bddae-

~ 0 
) ifh men of d T · h. M · Il. ' fh. h J • war burnt. water an rlton, IS a_] en y s 1ps, t en y mg 

in the road ; which were oblige(~ to run afhore, 
to fave the crews and flores d. The fe French 

c See page 36ï. Vol. IL 
d They burnt their !hips, and the men rctired to the fort. 

fuips 
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fhips had a confiderable body of troops on board, A. D. 
•7 ss. 

ready to land and join a large detachment from 
Pondicherry, which appeared next morning, within 
the diftriét of Fort St. David ; but their junétion, 
ànd the debarkation of the troops, was prevented 
by the fudden and unexpeéted appearance of the 
Englifh fl.eet to the fouthward, as the French 
were preparing to debark. 

The Engli{h admirai had advice of the French Admirai 
. • . P ocock 

fquadron's arnval m thofe feas; and bemg re· fa il s in 

inforced in Madrafs road on the 24th of March, fr~~=~l:c~-the 
with the Newcaftle, Weymouth, Yarmouth and fl eetatFort 

St. Da-
Elizabeth, he hoi(led his ft ag on board the Y ar- vid's, 

mouth, and failed, on the 17th of April, in queft 
of the enemy. His intention was to get to wind-
ward of Fort St. David with 

Guns. Men. Officcrs. 

The Yarmouth 64 
I Admirai Pocock His 

540 Capt. Harrifon ftrength. 

Elizabeth 64 495 
{ Commi>dore Stevens 

Capt. Kemperfelt 
Cumberland 66 520 Brereton 
Weymouth 6o 420 Nich. Vincent 
Tyger 6o 400 Tho. Latham 
Newcaftle 50 350 George Legge 
Salifbury 50 300 J n. Somerfet. 

With the Q9eenborough and Proteétor fiore-!hips. 

This fquadron made the height of Negapatam 
on the 28th at noon, and running down, next 
morning, to Fort St. David, the admirai, at half Cornes in 

an hour paft nine, defcried feven fhips in that fight. 

road, getting under fail, and two cruifing in the 
S 4 offing. 
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A, D. offing. Admirai Pocock threw out his fignals ~ 
1
75

8
· which not being anfwered, and the feven fhips 

ftanding off fhore to the eaft, he judged them 
to be enemies, and accordingly, at half raft ten, 

The h fl made the fignal for a general chafe ; but before 
frene y. 

noon they were obliged to ihorten fail. 
The feven French fhips being come up with 

the two in the offing, about noon, formed the 
line of battle a-head, with the ftarboard-tacks on 
board, and fiood off fhore to the eafhvard, with 
the wind about fouth. This obliged Admirai 
Pocock to make the fignal for his ihips to form 
the line a-head, which v;as repeated by the ~een
borough, and every !hip got into its ftation, as faft 
as poffible, within random !hot of the enemy, a 
little before three o'clock ; though forne of them 
were, at thar time, four or five miles a-fl:ern e. 

Lie too. The enemy's fquadron, confifling of eight tw6-
deck !hips and a frigate, laid too under their rop
fails, about two miles to leeward : and theîr ad
miral's fhip the Zodiaque was particularly difiin
guifhed by a cornette at the mizentop-maft head. 
Admirai Pocock bore down upon M. D'Ac hé, 
keeping a little a-head of him: and though ob .. 
liged to receive the fire of feveral fhips, by the 
way, he did not throw out the fignal for engage ... 
ing, till he came withîn half mufl..:et i11ot of th~ 

e The admira!, by ligna!, ca11ed the Qucenborough within 
bail to him, and ordered, that ali ber marines fhould be fent 
on board the Cumberland, and twenty feamen on board the 
Ty~er. 

Zodia .. 
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Zodiaque: faon after he made a fignal for a clofer A. D. 
1758. 

engagement. The fhips in the van obeyed r. . 
. Engh lh 

And at half an hour pail: four he made parncular fi gnal to 

fign als to the CtJmberland, Newcafile and Wey~ engage. 

mou~h to fail up and engage clofe ; becaufe the 
French rear had drawn up pretty clofe to rheir ad. 
mira1. But M. D' Aché would not give them 
rime to try their courage, he broke the line and 
bore away under the lee of the !hips a-head of 
him : the frigate at the fame time fired a broad-
fide at the Yarmouth, and made fail after hïm. 
The other French fhips made fail up along fide of 
the Y armomh, in fucceffion to the re ar of their 
line. Our admirai, at twelve minutes paft four, 
made fignals for the Cumberland, Newcaftle and 
\Veymouth to come up; and ir four minutes af-

ter, (ail the French fhips having fhot a-head of French fly 

him, after their admira], and the Yarmouth's again, 

mail:s, fails and rigging, being fo much difabled, 
that fhe could not keep up with them, after 
making all the fail poffible, the fternmoft fhips of 
the enemy then on her bow) he fent Mr. Fen· 
1haw, midfhipman, to fignify the admiral's orders 

for the fhips a-ftern to make all the fail they 

f The admiral's journal fpecifies, That at feven minutes 
paft three, obferving forne ihips too wide of the enemy, th~ 

Signal was made for a clofe engagement, which was complied 
with by the fhips a-head of the Cumberland.-We could not· 
obferve th at the N ewcaftle or Weymouth came properly into 
aél:ion with the iliips oppofite to them the whole tirne, which 
gave the French iliips, a.fiern of their admirai, an opportu
nity of lying on the admiral's quarter, who fometimes bad 
d~re~ fhips on his at once, and never lefs than two. 

could , 
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could, and go a-head, and engage the firft 1hip:; 
they could come up with. At thirty-three mi
nutes pa ft four ail the French fquadron bore away; 
and at twelve minutes before five our fhips a. ftern 
being almoft up with the Yarmouth, the admirai 
hauled clown the Ggnal for the line; and made the 
fignal, for all the fquadron to chafe the enerny. 

About half paft five the enemy were joined by 
two fhips about four miles to leeward, hauled 
their wind and ftood to the weftward, with their 
larboard tacks on board g. Our fleet was greatly 
delayed in their chafe by the damage of the Yar
mouth, Elizabeth, Tyger and Salifbury, in their 
mafts, yards, [ails and rigging, which prevented 
their keeping up with the ref1, that had not fu.f. 
fered in the rear. This inability and the approach 
of the night, made it advifeable for the Admiral 
to haul clofe upon a-wind, and to make a fignal 
to leave off chafe: and he flood to the fouth-weft, 
to keep to windward of the enemy, thar, if pof
fible, he might prevent them weathering him in 
the night, and renew the engagement in the morn
ing. For this purpofe the ~eenborough wa~ 
ordered a- head to watch their motions ; and ihe 

~ Here you have the ftrength of the French fleet: viz. 
The Zodiaqne and Bien-Aime of 74 guns; the Vengeance 
and St. Louis of 64 gu os ; the Duc d'Orleans and the Duc de 
Bourgogne of 6o guns; the Conde and the Moras of 50 guns:; 
and the Sylphide frigate ·of 36 guns, ail engaged. The two 
that joined them, after their flight, were the Compte de Pro
vence of 74 guns, and the Diligent of 24 guns; which -had 
landed M. Lally at Pondicherry. 

work'd 
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work'd up after them till fix in the mornîng, on 
the firil: day of May; but with fo little' effeél: or 
hopes to come up with them, who had received 
little or no damage in their rigging, that fhe 
]eft off the chafe, and came to anchor about three ' 
1eagues to the fourhward of Sadrafs, where he 
received information from the governor, thar the 
Bien-Aime, of 74 guns, had been fo damaged in 
the Jate aél:ion, that fhe was run afhore, and that 
the reil: of the French fquadron was at anchor a 

little fouth of Alamparvey, feven leagues weft by 
north from Sadrafs. 

In this aétion the French loft 6oo men killed, Their lofs. 

and had many wounded. Whereas our lofs a
mounted only to 2 9 ki lied and 30 wounded. Be· 
ca\lfe our fi re was aimed at the hull; by which 
the lhip and men fuffer mofr. The French fire 
chiefly at the rigging, by which the men and httll 
efcape deftruétion. 

The French fquadron retreated to Pondicherry : Retreat to 

but Admira] Pocock, as ioon as he bad finiilied ;;ndicher

his mafis, repaired his moft material damages, Admirai 
Pocock re. 

and taken on board a hundred and twenty reco- fi.ts and 

vered men from the hoîpital, and about 8o Laf- fails again. 

cars from the governor of Madrafs, put to fea, and 
endeavoured ali in his power to get up to Fort 
St. David'~, whiLh was then befieged by thè 
French. But that laudable and neceffary fervice 
was prevented by various accidents, fl:rong wefrerly 
winds, and particularly by the current running 
firong to the northward. So that he was obliged 
to come to an anchor at Alamparvey on the 26th 

of 
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of May. He weighed again, and on the 30th of 
June appeared off Pondicherry. 

On the lit of June, in the morning, the French 
fquadron, confifting of ten fail, weighed and ftocd 
out of the road: which carrying the countenance 
of a refolmion to engage him, Admirai Pocock, 

· who laid confiderably to leeward, prepared to re
ceive them. But they kept clofe to the wind and 
plyed away from him with fo much diligence, that 
it was not poflible to come up with them ; but on 
on the contrary, the Englilh loft way by frrong 

currents, want of wind, and the bad failing of 

the Cumberland. 
On the 6th of the fame month, the Admirai 

received ad vice from Fort Sr. George, th at Fort St. 
David had furrendered to the French. For, tho' 
M. d' Aché was obliged to ret re at out of the raad 
on the very day refolved upon to land his troops, 
to be employed in the attack Df Fort St. David 
by fea and land, the armament from Pondicherry 
did not retreat. Ir confifl:ed of 3, 500 E uropeans: 
their vanguard compofed of the French horfe, 
5 00 of the regiment of Lorra·n, and about 200 of 
the company's troops, a number of Sepoys and 
artille ry men, with eight pieces of cannon, entered 
the d ift riél: of Fort _St. David, on the 29th of 
April: they plundered and defl:royed all that op
pofed them ; obliged Cuddalore to furrender on 
the 3d of May~ with permiffion for the garrifon 
to retreat with their arms to Fort St. David. Then 

they undertook the fiege of Fort St. David. They 
affembled ali their force and began to fire upon it 

from 



T Pl E L A T E vv A R. 

trom Cuddalore on the 1 6th, and with five mor- A. D. 
tars from the New Town on the 17th; on the 17

5
8
• 

6 1 b f r d Attack 
2 t 1 a attery o 1even guns an five mortars Fort St. 

was opened at the diftance of between eight and David. 

900 yards weft, ano.theP. of nine guns and three 
mortars bet\veen feven and 8oo yards north, and 
another of four guns to the north eaft, at about 
the fame difiance. 

The place was very badly fortified, and much Th_e weak-
nefs of tlte 

worfe defended: no part was bomb proof, fo th at place. 

the !hells did great damage and made great {1augh-
ter. The La[cars, Sepoys, and mofi: of the arti-
ficers, were fo difpirited by the fuddennefs of rhe 
French motions, that they left the town before 
the furrender of Cuddalore. The garrifon was 
fo much weakened by the defertion of the black 
forces, that it divided their forces tao much to de-
fend the out-pofi:s, which was imprudently at· M!ibeh:~

tempted: and the European foldiers, having got ;·~~ t~~~;i-
"' accefs to the magazines of arrack and other firqng ion. 

liquors, they were feldom in a condition to do 

their duty. 
As to the fortifications; though rhere · was no 

breach made, there were 30 guns and carriages 
difmounted and difablcd, and many of the para
pets, platforms, and other works, were defrroyed 
by the fhot and fhells. The tanks or refervoirs 
of water, except thofe in the covered way, were 
rendered unfit for ufe by the bombardment: and 
what completed their misfortune, their ammuni- ~mmuni
tion, which had been fi red away inconfiderately) ~~.11 waii-

before 
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before the enemy began to make their approache!, 
was grown fhort. 

Major Palier, having been tru1y informed of the 
untenable ftate of the place, and loft all hopes of 
relief from the fleet, requeft.ed a cou neil of war: in 
which it was U!1animou0y agreed, to furrender by 
capitulation ; whofe principal articles granted the 
honours of ~ar to the garrifon ; that they !bauld 
be exchanged; that they fhould have leave tocarry 
with them their baggage and orher moveable 
effeéls belonging to their houles ; that care fhould 
be taken of the fick and wounded; th at commilfa
ries fhould be appointe? and remain to deliver up 
the magazines, &c. and that deferters !hould be 
pardoned, upon condition of returning to their 
colours. 

The government of Madras was juftly alarmed 
at this lofs: and as a much more refolute and ob

Enquiry ftinate defence had been expeél:ed, an enquiry was 
into the d d M d . . h d él f conduC1 of or ere at a ras to examme mto t e con u o 
the c_.am~ the officers, and the caufes of the furrender of 
manuer 1n 
chief. Fort St. David. This court or· enqu-iry was com-

pofed of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, and the 
Majors Brereton and Cailbud. 

Major Palier was much efieemed by the com
pany, and had ferved them on feveral occafions 
with reputation and conduét: but he was too opi
niated, fufpicious, very hafiy and paffionate; 
which ofteQ injured the fervice. He was fummoned 

His de· before this court, and, in his defence uraed the , 0 
fence. 

weaknefs of the garrifon, the want of amrnunition 
and fcarcity of water; the ruinous frate of the 

upper 
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upper works and the difmounting of the gvns-: A. D. 
1758· But the officers, who compofed this court of en-

quiry, though they commended the perfonal be-
haviour of Major Polier, they impeached lus Opinion of 
· d r d r d' h ft d l b the court. JU gment 10r e1en mg t e out-po s, an t 1ere y 
weakening his garrifon, which conlifted of no 

more chan 200 Europeans, 8o invalids and about 
30 of the artillery : they were of opinion that the 
town might have held out much longer; and that 
the arricles of capitulation were fhameful, becaufe 
the enemy were not mafters of the outward cover-
ed way; had made no breach, and had a wet 
ditch to fill up and pafs, before the town could be 
affaulted. 

M. Lally, who was fent from Europe, to corn- Works 

mand in chief for the King of France and the blown up. 

French Eaft India company, ordered the works to 
be blown up, and reduced the fortifications to a 
heap of ruins. He extended his power to the French 

d ft n. f .11 d h fi b .}d' barbarity. wanton e rUL.llOn o VI as, an t e ne Ul mgs 
in the adjacent country. But the French after-
wards paid dear for this barbarity. The country 
people, by cutting off fupplies for the army, had 
it in their power to take revenge : and they carried 
their refenrment into fuch force, that the French 
were almoft exhaufted by famine at the fiege of 
Tanjore. 

Admirai Pocock, informed of this lofs, made Admira . 

the beft of his way to Madras: and having there ;~1cock . 
1a1 s agam 

fupplied his fquadron with water and other necef- in queft 
of the 

faries, he failed again on the 25th of J uly in queft Frençh . 

of the French fquadron . On the z6:;h, commg 
to 
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A. D. to an anchor off Alamparvey, fe nt his boats armed 
175 8· to take, fi.nk, or burn, a fnow and feven chalingas1 

. clofe un der the fort. The fnow was loaded with 
fire wood for Pondicherry ; the chelingas had been 
fent from Pondicherry with ordnance, fiores, and 
cannon; but were unloaded. They burnt the 

chelingas, and brought off the fnow. 

Strength of The Englilh flcet confifted of no more th an 
~fii~.Eng- feven fhips, the fame, as were engaged in the laft 

aétion; but forne of them un der new commandersg. 
With thefe the admirai got up, on the 27th in 
the evening, within three leagues of Pondicherry 

Strength of road, where the French fleet, th at confifted of 
the French . h fh' f h 1. d f · h 1leet. e1g t 1ps o t e me an a ngate, was at anc or. 

But M. d' Aché did not fee rn yet in a temper to 
fight. He, by 10 o'clock the next morning, got 
under fail, and taking the advantage of the land
breeze, he wronged the Englifh fleet, thar waited 

Chafed by for him. Admirai Pocock made the !ignal to 
~~il~.Eng- chafe: but his ihips could not ger to windward: 

and, without that, there was no , bringing on an 
engagement. However, ha\·ing chafed them al
moft to Porto Nova, where he loft fight of them, 
he, ~m the 3oth, difcovered and ran afhore, about 
two leagues to the north of th at port, a !hip laden 

g The admiral, difpleaièd at the behaviour of fome of his 

captains in the engagement, related on page 2ï9 to z83, or· 
dered a court- martial, on his raturn to Madras, to en

quire into their conduét. By which court, Capta:n Nicholas 

Vincent was difmiifed from the command of the Weymouth ; 

Captain George Legge, of the Newcaftle, was ca{hicr.ed from 

his M ajefty 's fervice ; and Capt:1in William Brereton was fen· 

tcnced to loofe one year's rank as a poft captain . 

.1 with 
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rith ordnance and fi:ores for Pondicherry, and fet A. D~ 
• I 7 58. 

er on fire: keeping the coaft to Tranquebar, 
ldmiral Pocock regained fight of the French Gets fight 

' of the 
1uadron, on the dl: of Auguft: and next day at French. 

ne o'clock it appeared full in fight :- but their 
~mira], by affuming the appearance of courage, 
nd trifling away ti me, by for ming the line of bat~ 
e, at a confiderable diftance ; now edging clown ; 
1en hauling upon a wind, and praélifing every 
1ethod to eftablilh an opinion of an intention to 
1gage, till half an hour pa ft fix, (wh en they hoifr-

...... 
:i their topfails, fet their courfes, hauled clofe 
pon a wind, ftood to the fouth eaft,) baffied 
Il the diligence, with which the Englifh had en
eavoured to draw on an engagen1ent; for next 
1ormng, none of them were to be feen h. How-

- ever 

11 It may be a matter of curiofity to read the journal of this 

ty's work; wherein the admiral'sjudgment, and the enemy's · 
aft will be much better feen. 
Augufi the zd 1758. Moderate breezes and fair weather, 

.e wind from S. to S. W. At one the enemy was edging clown 
,on us in a line of hattie a-breafi: the commanding fhip, 

tder our tliree topfails on the cap, appeared to be clofe reefed, 

td fieered for our center. At half pail one the CumberJand 
:ing pretty weil up, we made the fignal for the li ne of batt}e 
head. At two it felllittle wind, and came to the fouthward. 
bout three our line was well formed, and we ftood to the 
Lfiward un der our copfails ; the fore-topfail full; the main

pfail fquare; the mizen-topfail fometimes full, and forne
mes aback, . as the 1hips ftations in the line required. At 
ree made the fignal to fpeak with the fire-fhip, and foon after 
r the ~eenborough. -Ali this time the enemy continued 
:aring clown on us with the fame fail, and our fquadron con-
V o i.. III. T tinucd 

27 
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ever our fleet continued the chace, and on the 3d 
of Auguft gained its point. At five in the morn
ing the enerny was difcovered about a league ta 
the windward of N egapatam, forrned, as ufua], 
in the li ne of ' battle a-· head, with the ir fi: ar board 
tacks on board. Our fleet alfo formed in the fame 
manner, and ftood to t-he fouth with an eafy fail. 
It was prefently feen, that the enerny had recourfe 
to their former delurions, and were feeking ta get 
offi: but, the wind being in his favour, Admirai 

Pocack 

tinued in a very regular clofe line. At five the enemy's van 
was on our bearn, at about two miles diftance; and at an hour 
after, they made forne figna ls ; and foon after hauled their 
wind. The van fb ip hoi fted her topfails, and fet her courfes. 
The cornrnand ing !bip hoi fted her topfails, hauled her fore
tack on board, and ftood clofe upon a wind to the S. E. At 
ten minutes after, when he had got before our bearn, we made 
the fignal for our van to fi.ll, and ftand on ; which we did with 
the whole fquadron under topfails and forefail, making the 
proper fignals for keepin g the line in the night. The enemy 
from clark to eleven o'clock made feveral fignals by guns, and 

judging by the found, they were fired on our quarter, conclud
ed they had tacked. U pon which, a little before twelve, 
made the fignal to ware; and wore with ail the fquadron, and 
made fail to the weftward. 

1 A_uguft the 3d 1 7 58. Modera te and fair weather; at 6 P, 
M. the Sali!bury made the fignal for feeing four fail to the 
north weil:. At five A. M. faw the French fquadron, about 
three miles to the weftward of us, in a line of battle ahead, 
flanding to the fouthward. Do. we made the fignal for the 
line· of ,hattie ahead, which was very foon formed. At fix 
Nagapatam bore W . S. W. half W. difiance about three lea
gues. At eight minutes paft feven made the fignal for the 
Tyger and Cumberland to make more fail. At 20 minutes 

paft 
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Pocock got the weather gage ; and forced them A. D. 
' 17 58. to an ·engagement about one o dock next day; 

..... Forces 
their line beïng then in the form of a half moon, them to an 

the van and rear being to windward of their ~~~~t~e
centre. 

There being no poffibility of getting off with-
out a brufl1, the enemy's fhip in the van fired on the 
Elizabeth, who was got within muiket fhot of he!'. 
Upon which the admirai threw out the fignal of 
battle, and began the engagement with the whole 
fquadron. D'Ache was now obliged to pull ofFRun away; 

the maik of bravery, and to run like a coward. 
ln ten minutes he fet his forefail, as did the refr 

pa!l: feven we ftood to the S. E. in a well -formed line, the 
enemy's van at the fame time bearing W. half N. difi:ant about 
fo~r miles. At half pa!l: eight, the enemy's van began to 
edge clown upon us. At forty minutes paft eight made the 
Tyger and Elizabeth (lgnal to change places in the line; and 
at ·45 minutes paft nine the Tyger made the Sali.lbury fignal to 
c~ofe the li ne: and at ten the enemy bore away, as if they in
tended to run under the ftern of the rear of our line. At ten 
minutes after made the fignal for the leading !hips to fteer to 
points 'away from the former courfe. Do. we edged away~ 
and fteered fouth. At 25 minutes paft · ten made the Wey
mouth and the Weymouth made the Newcaftle fignal to clofe 

the line. From this time till 20 minutes paft 11, employed in 
towing our particular !hips into their ftations; for there waro 
little or no wind, and the !hips in forne diforder. A~ 2-o mi
nutes paft x 1 the fea breeze fet in from the S.E. which brought 
the enemy on our larboard and lee quarter. At half paft 11 

the enerny's van was on our lee bearn, diftance about one mile 
and a half. At noon our fquadron was in a very good line, 
and preparing to bear. dawn on the enemy. The E1izabeth 
a.nd ~eenborough repeated ali the fignals we made during the 
aétion. 

un der 
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under his command, and kept a running fight, in 
a very irregular line, till two o'clock, when they 
put before the wind ; nor could ali 'that Admirai 
Pocock was able to do by fignals for a cl~fer en
gagement, prevent their getting away. He then 
gave the fignal to chace : the enemy eut away 
their boats, and made ali the fail they could about 
N. N. E. and got quite offinto Pondicherry road; 
our fleet being obliged by the night to come to an 
anchor off Carical, about eight o,clock k. 

The 

k A uguft the 4-ih 17 58. Moderate and fair weather, at zo 
minutes paft 12 P. M. made the leading fhips fignals to fteer 
fix points from the former courfe; our fhips then in a well
formed clofe line. At 55 minutes paft 1 z made the rear lhips 
:fignal to clofe the line. At one took in top-gallant fails. At 
this time the enemy feemed to be drawn up jn a half moon 
line, their van and rear being to windward of their center. 
At zo minutes after one, obferving the French admirai made 
the fignal to engage, and their van fhips to fire upon the Eli· 
zabeth, we immediately made the fignal for engaging, which 
was immediate! y repeated by the Elizabeth and ~eenborough, 
and obeyed by the whole fquadron. Ten minutes after, the 
French admirai fet his forefail, and kept more away. The 
reft of their fquadron did the fame; and their line was fooll 
broke. The remainder of the aélion was a running nght. 
At 35 minutes paft 1, the fignal for the line was fhot away, and 
another inftantly hoifted. Two minutes after that, our main· 
topfail yard was fhot down on the cap, and the rnain-topmaft 
much damaged at the fame time. Forey minutes paft one, the 
fignal for hattie was fhoc away again, and another hoifted di. 
1'ettly. At two the enemy's leading fhip in the van put beforc 
the wind, having eue away ber mizen-mat1, on account of it& 
being on fire. The French admirai put before the w-ind eight 
minutes after, and was followed by ali the ibips of the enemy, 

from 
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The lofs of the French is faid to have been A. D. 

•Very great 1, and their running away feems to con- 1758
· 

fi ~ . Their lofs. 
rm that report. As 10r our lofs, It confifted 
h · fl · Il. d · · h d J Lofs of the J: 1e y m our maus an nggtng: we a on y 30 Englifh. 

killed, and 6o wounded, amongft whom was 
Commodore Stevens, by a mufket bali in his 
1hou1der; and Captain Martin, by a fplinter in 
his leg. 

Two da ys after this aél:ion, the Ruby, a French 
fnow, of 120 tons, laden with fhot and medicines, 
from the iflands to Pondicherry, was taken by the 
~eenborough. 

from the van to the center. At 25 minutes paft two the ene
my's rear put before the wind. At the fame time we made 
the fignal for a clofer engagement, in order for our 1hips to 
bear clown, as faft as poffible, after them. At 55 minutes 
paft two, the enemy wore, and hauled up a little on the 
fouthward tack, as we did at the fam.e time. At three made 
the general fignal to chace. At the fame time bauld clown 
the fignal for the line of battle and clofe engagement; when 
we made ali the fail we could .after them, the enemy being at 
two great a diftance to fire at them, and crouding with fiudding
fails, and every thing elfe, from us, their boats all eut adrift, 
and they ftanding àbout N. N. W. We were employed in 

· knotting and fplicing the old, and reeving new rigging, to 
enable us to make more fail: the lefs difabled 1hips about three 
miles a-head, and the enemy's rear about five ditto. At fix, ob
ferving the enemy increafed their dif.hnces, we made the fig
na! to leave off chace, hauling clown the fignal for hattie at 
the fame time, and, after joining our iliips to leeward, hauled 
clofe to the wind with the Jar board tacks on board; and at 
eight made the fignal, and anchored in nine fathom water, 
Carie al W. half N. diftant about three or four miles. 

l They bad above 550 men killed and wounded. Amongft 
the latter were M. d'Ache and his captain. 

Ta However 
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A. D. However the French army aél:ed with vigour, 
I7S

8
• and threatned our fettlements and our allies on 

Mcafures 
taken for that coafi with deftruétion. The government of 
th'e fecurity l'vlad ras after the lofs of ' Fort St. David, took 
of ~ad- ' 
ra•, &c. every meafure for defence, as their circumfiances 

would allow. They withdrew the garrifons of 
Arcot, Che~galaput, and Carangoly, and ordered 
them into Madras : and fent the like in!huétions 

. to Davecotah to evacua te the town and retrear, 
fhould the enemy march againfi that place. 

L11lly takes Davecotah was . the next objeét of M. Lally's 
Davt:cotah. . d c d . d d' operatlons, an 10un tt evacute accor mg to or4 

der; the Chief having retired, with the garrifon, .to 
Trichinopoly, through the Tanjore country. 

Carri:s his La1Iy having placed a garrifon of 700 men in this 
arms 1nto . r.. • ] h T . h" ] b 
the Tan- acqullltiOn, too ( t e rout to ne mopo y, ut 
~~;~ coun- paifed by -Tanquebar, where he got a fupply of 

ammunition and field pieces from the Danes : then 
he proceeded to Negapatam, and fettled with the 
Dutch a contraél: for a continuai fupply of provi· 

fions, during his intended campaign in the Tanjore 
country, in cafe of need m. With this affifhnce the 
French general marched to Trivalour, a pagado, 
15 miles from Tanjore ; efl:ablifhed a magazine, 
and fent deputies to the King of Tanjore, with a 

H is de- de rn and of 7 5 lack of rupees, by virtue of a note 
mands on 
the R aja. extorted from him by the French army and the 

re bel Chunda Saib, in the year 1749; and of a 
paffage through his country, for his army to 

m It is fai d, that the Du teh did alfo fupply him with money, 
cannon a ~d amml,\nition. . 

rn arch 
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march againft Trichinopoly. But the French ha v- A. D. 

ing commenced hoftiiities againft the Tanjoreans, ~ 758 · 
b r. . . h . f N . h . Rejeéled. y 1eJzmg upon t e1r port o agore, m t e1r 
rout from Negapatam, and felling ali the effeél:s 
belonging to the country merchants from ali parts 
of India, fOtmd at thar port, to the value of five 
Jack of roupees, to one Mr. Fifher, colonel of 
huffars in their own fervice, for half value ; this 
proceeding, fo contrary to corn mon right, and the 
laws of arms and nations, provoked the Tanja-
reans to take up arms in their own defence : and 
their King had already ordered Monagre, his ge· 
nera], to take the field and oppofe their march ; 
and Captain Caillaud, by his inftruélions from Tlle Raja 

d d h d S 
. affifted by 

Ma ras, etac e 1000 epoys and soo Collones, the En~-
to his affiflance. But the Tanjorean army could lilh. 

not ftand before fo powerful a body of European 
regulars, and retreated with a refolution to main-
tain a fiege in their capital. 

Though the King was fen fi ble of his own weak
nefs, and of the fhength of the French, the aver
fion, conceived againfl: fuch a perfidious friend, 
made hi rn rejeél: all propofals of a treaty. How
ever, M. Lally dropt fome of his haughtinefs, 
and, before he would rifque every thing to the 
event of arms, he en.deavoured, by an embaffy of 
two officers and a prieft, to work upon the King's 
fears. In this embaffy he dropt the demand of Another 

h 1 11. d fi ffi .c. demand of the money: e on y requene a ree pa age .~.or theFrench. 

his troops; and made a formai demand of the 
aid of his troops, by virtue of former treaties of 

alliance between them. The King abfolutely re-
T 4 fufed 



2g6 

A. D. 
l758· 

Tanjore 
befieged. 

French 
force, 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

fufed to join his troops for their afiiftance. He 
confented to a pa!fage for their troops ; but not 
by the road they afked: and he voluntarily agreed 
to make them a prefcnt of two lack and a half of 
rupees. 

The officers returned with this anfwer: but the 
prieft remained in Tanjore, under the pretence of 
continuing the treaty: who, encouraged by the 
·conceffion made by the King, demanded another 
audience, and then peremptorily demanded a 
paffage and his troops, and fi ve lack of ru pee s. 
The King greatly furprized at the prieft's prefump· 
tion; and being informed that the French army 
kept advancing contrary to the tenor of all rules, 
when a treaty is on foot, he ordered the prieft to 
be difmiffed: and the French advanced guard 
firing upon the town from two pieces of cannon, 
that fame night, there was a final ftop to ali nego
ciation. 

W hat could not be accomplifhed by art, was 
now attempted by force. A train of 14 field 
pieces~ and three of heavy cannon, befides 14 
more rea dy at Trivalour, were placed in a battery 
before Tanjore; with an ar my of 2 370 regulars, 
and a great number of difciplined Sepoys, to form 
the fiege. But the Tanjoreans were fpirited up 
by refentment. They were not difcouraged. Fre
quent [allies eut off fomç Europeans and did the 
French confiderable damage; deftroyed forne con
voys of provifions, and greatly interrupted their 
communication with Carical. On our part, Cap
tain Caillaud had the good conduét and fuccefs to 

pre v ail 



T HE L A T E w A R. 

revail with Tondeman to affift, with aU his force, A. D. 
' 1758. 

sainft the French: part of which reinforced the 
arrifon of Trichinopoly; and another part of his 
'eons were employed in harrailing the enemy, 
nd intercepting their fupplies. 
M. LaUy's fituatlon was become defperate. I~ De îp~1:ate 

• con<.!I t10n 
•as equally as hazardous to retreat, as to remam of M. 

efore Tanjore: the country being covered with Lally. 

)rces, to eut off his retreat, and the want of 
roviflons and other neceffaries daily increafing in 
is camp. ln this ·critical junéture we lhall fee 
fe Frenchman unmafked. What they can't bring Reîumes a 

bout by intrigue and ftratagem, nor effeél: by main n_egocia· 
1 t10n. 
oree; the French fcruple not to attempt by breach 
f faith, and an open violation of treaty. An 
fficer of forne rank and quality, and a prieft, was 
~nt to the King, with full powers to accommo-
ate matters, and to remain hoftages for the per
ormance of w hat fhould be agreed by themfelves : 
nd they fo far managed for the French intereft, 
hat the King was prevailed upon to pay so,ooo 
upees in hand, and to promife four Jack more, 
nd a fupply of 300 horfe and 1 ooo Colleries: on 

l
ondition that the French army 1ho_u1d break up, 
nd remove from before the town. But M. Lai~ 
If, 1hewing no difpofitions for the performance of ' 
lis part of the ~reaty, the King of Tanjore de-
ained the hofiages. M. Lally then promifed to 
aife the fiege, provided the King would imme-
liately fend the reinforcement he had promiîed; 
.nd that he 1hould detain the hoftage$, till the 
~rench army was removed three days march from 

the 
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A. D. the piace. But it is certain that M. Lally had no 
17S 8• thoughts of leaving Tanjore, and that he was 

:Breaks hi• fully bent upon gaining that ciry, either by force agreement. 
or by any other means. For, he was thus profti-
tuting the facred faith of treaties, to impofe his il
legitimate policy upon the Indian. While the 
ho!Tages were proclaiming nothing but peace and 
friendfhip within the walls, Lally was bringing 
up his heavy cannon, and eretting batteries. So 
that when the King had ordered 50, of the 300 

horfemen intended by agreement, to march into 
the French camp, M. Lally, being prepared ro 
batter in breach, pretended that this was a breach 
of the treaty, and put an end to all negociation, 
by ordering tho-fe 50 horfemen under confinement, · 
and firing fo furiouOy on the town, that a con
fiderable breach was foon made. 

Is~ttaekcd. Such perfidy could not .eièape its due reward. 
The Tanjoreans determined to try the fate of a 
general fally on the 9th of Auguft. They at once 
attacked the French camp and batteries, killed 
about one hundred Europeans, took one gun, 
one tumbril of ammunition, two elephants and 
forne horfe, and blew up four tumbrils of am-

Forced to munltlon. The French general dreading the con
ily. fequences of fuch another fally, and having loft 

moft of his ammunition, fpiked up his guns 
upon the batteries, and retreated with all his 
forces, in the night, to Carical, with fuch cau
tion, that their flight was not known in the city, 
till difcovered by the returning light of the morn
mg. The Tanjoreans, flui11ed with fuccefs, and 

fpurred 
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pur red with refentment, purfued and took fifty A · D. 

f d 
1758. 

m~n, two pieces o cannon an two mortars. 

The reft got into Trivalour; th~nce to Carical, 

and, as foon as opportunity ferved, M. Lally To_ Pondi.. , 

. h h" 11... d . p cherry. 

fneaked away w1t IS mattere remams to on-

dicherry; where he met · M. Soupire, whom he 

bad detached with t11e troops left at Davecotah. 

The Tanjore country being th us delivered from 

the French, and Captain (now Major) Caillaud at 

liberty to repair to his order at 1\tladras n, marched 

from Trichinopoly with two hundred and fifty 

men, and embarked on board the fquadron at , 

Negapatam. They landed at Madras on the zsth 

of Septembel', and the admirai being obliged, by 

the approach of the feafon, to repair to Bombay, 

he left a captain and lieutenant, with 103 ma

rines, to reinforce the garrifon. Many other 

meafures were taken for the fecurity of Madras. 

Sever<}.l bodies of auxil~aries were follicited' from 

Ifouf Cawn, Morarow, the King of Tanjore, 

Tondeman and the other Polygars in that part 

of the country. But the French did not make 

any vifible difpofitions for the attack of this fet

tlement, till very late in the year; employing 

theîr arms in the reduétion of Arcot, Tripaifore, 

Conjeveram, and in preparations againft the im .. 

portant poft 11 of Chengalaput; but their defigns 

11 The French having abandoned Seringham, Captain Cail-, 

laud took poffeffion of th at placet before he le ft Trichinopoly. 

• It covers ail the countries or. this fide the PoHar : and 

when in the poffeffion of an enemy, would open a way into 

our limüs, encourage deferters from our garrifon, and prevent 

fuppli~s of fire wood, grain'and other provifions for the town. 

againft 
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againft this place, though they advanced with an 
army of about 400 Europeans, soo Sepoys, and 
five pieces of cannon, were fruftrared by placing 
a garrifon of nine companies of Sepoys, twelve 
gunners, and feventy Europeans ; ftrength fuf
ficient to refifl: a fudden affault, or a coup de 
main : and it was not confiftent with the French 
intereft to bring up their whoJe army and heavy 
artillery before fuch a place, which might be at
tended with an expence and ]of'l of rime deftruc
tive of their grand objeét. Th us ftood affairs be
tween the Engli!h and the French in the Eaft In
dies, in the beginning of December, when M. 
Lally marched againft l.VIadras, where we fhall 
leave the belligerants, dealing in the flaughter-

. hou fe of deftruélion till the 1 7th of Fe b. I 7 59· 
But we muft not yet repafs the line. There 

ftill remains a fcene of blood, and a favourable 
expedition in Golconda. As M. Lally was in
vefted with a fupreme power over his countrymen 
in thefe climates, he ordered M. de Buffy and 

Expedition M. Moracin, who were tyrannizing in the country 
aFgainfth ~ he of Go leon da, to J. oin him, with part of their ren e 1n 

Golco •. da . forces, in the expedition againft Fort St. George; 
and to leave the command of the other part of 
the army with the Marquis de Conflans, at Maffu
lipatam. M. Buffy being witbdrawn, and the 
country heartily vexed with the French yoke, the 
R aja of Vifanapore marched with 3000 men to 

Vizagapatam, imprifoned the French chief, plucked 
clown the French colours, hoifted Englifh colours, 
and plundered the faétory. 

M. de 
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l\'1. de Conflans refolved to puni!h this infult, 
by reducing the Raja, and taking Vifanapore, his 
capital. For which .,rpo e he ma~çhed with his 
army from Maffulipatam. The Raja, diffident of 
his own ftrength, follicited aid from Calcutta. 
He informed Colonel Clive of the ftate of the 
French forces; of what he had already clone; of 
thë univerfal hatred of the country towards the 
French ; of their defire to come under the pro-
teét:ion of the Engliili ; and affured him, that a 
fmall aid of Europeans would enab1e him to drive 
the French quite out of thofe parts. 

The application of the Indian prince was laid 
before the council by the colonel, after he had 
weighed every part of the plan with coolnefs and 

A. D. 
17 5 s . . 

found judgment. The council did not receive it The diffi

with any countenance. They looked upon it to ~~~:i!~tl~\1 
be a hazardous enterprize, and fubjeét to fatal council. 

confequences, in cafe of a rnifcarriage. But the 
colonel confidered this plan in a more general 
view. He had often feen an army of French 
flying before a handfuf of Engli!h, on the coa!l: 
of Coromandel, and he judged rightly, that fuch 
an event, which was more than probable, would 
greatly contribute to the prefervation of Madras. 
Poifeffed with thefe hopes, and animated by ex- Advifed 

. h b l I J: • h bl" and carried enence, t e rave co one , pre1ernng t e pu IC by Colonel 

good to any private views of advantage, which Clive. 

would arife to himfelf by a large command, ne-
ver defifted till he brought the council into his 
rneafures, to rifque fomethi ng for the fecurity of 
Mad~as ; and propofed to detach two thirds of his -. 

fa;rce 
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A. D. force to prevent M. Conflans marching to rein
l758· force M. Lallv ; who, after the reduélion of Ma-

" 
dras, would have had it greatly in his power alfo, 
to ruin our intereft and fettlements in Bengal P. 

Forces em- The fuccours being agreed upon : five hun
pluyed. dred Europeans, including a company of artil-

Und er 
Col onel 
Forcle. 

lery, fix hundred Sepoys, fix fiout fix pounders 
and· a howitzer, for the field artillery ; four twen
ty-four pounders, four eighteen pounders; one 
eight inch mortar and two royal mortars, for a 
battering train, were detached under the command 
of Colonel Forcle, with the greateit expedition; 
embarked on the 12th of Oc1ober, and on the 2oth 
they arrived at Vizagapatam ; where the colonel 

met with Mr. Johnfi:one, who had been ·rent to the 
Raja, with advice of the refolutions taken by the 
council, and of the failisg of the forces to his 

Strength of affiftance. Mr. 1 ohnfi:one brought hi rn the dif
theFrench. agreeable news, That the French were much 

ftronger than had been reprefented, confiiling of 
about 6oo Europeans, between 5 and 6ooo Se
pays, and many country forces, encamped on 

P At this very time the Shaw Zadah was preparing to march 
againft the Soubach, our ally in Bengal, and it was neceffary 
for all our fettlements in thofe parts, to lead an European 
force to repulfe him. Therefore it fhould be noted, That 

had M. Lally fucceeded at Madrafs, the fuperiority of our 

fleet would have been no fecurity to Bengal; and our \'Îétoriou& 

troops at Patna might have experienced a fatal reverfe of for· 
tune, by finding themfelves eut off from ali pofiibility of a re

turn, it being nearer by land to Calcutta, from ~1ofe parcs of 
Golconda, which were poifeffed by the French, than .it is 
from Pama ta that fettlement. 

this 
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this fide Raja-mundry river, at the diftance of A. D. 
120 miles from Vizagapatam; and thar the Ra-

1758
• 

ja's army did not exceed 4000 men, encamped 
about thirty miles from the fame port. However, Englith 

. and In-
Colonel Farde landed h1s troops, and made the dians unit-

beft provifion he could, in fu ch _ a country, for ed. 

their march, and joined the Raja's army on the 3d 
of the next month. 

The united armies marched in queft of the March in 

French for forne days, when Mr. Andrews, the d~ee~n~~y. 
company's agent and chief at Vizagapatam,' toge-
ther with Captain Callinder, and fqme other fer-
vants of the company, joined the army q. They 

were introduced to the Raja by Colonel Forcle, 
and after paying their addrefs in form, Mr. An-
drews remained to fee the agreement between the 
company and the Raja executed. By which the Raja's a

Raja confented to pay the extra-expence of our ~;~~m;1~! 
'army during the time they fuould aél: together, Engli!h. 

allowing the officers double batty, w hi ch was to -
- be paid, when he ibould be put in poifeflion of 
Raja-mundry, a large town and fort, then in pof
feffion of the French. And ia regard to the con
quefts that might be made, it was fl:ipulated~ 

That ail the inland country, taken from the al
-lies of France, and at prefent in arms, fho~ld be 
given to the Raja: but that ail the conquered fea
coaft, from Vizagapatam ta Maifulipatam, &c. 

1 

fhould remain in the poifeffion of the company. 
The enemy was encamped very fl:rongly, with Enemy's 

500 Europeans, 8ooo Sepoys, a great number of~amp tahnd , ~,leng . 

~ On the I stà. 
country 



304- THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A. D. country. forces, 3 6 pieces of dannon, and forne 
1 75

8
· mortars, near the village of Tallapool, about 40 

miles from Raja. mundry. The allied army' got 
fight of them on the 3d of December, and on the 
6th Colonel Forcle marched nearer to the enemy's 
camp, and gained an eminence at about three 
miles from iw But the French fhewed no incli
nation to rifk a battle : and it was not prudent 

Attempts to attack them in their prefent fituation. Ther~
to draw 
them out fore Colonel For de propofed a motion of his 
~~u~;~~~- troops, which would either draw them out of 
ments. their camp, or get between them and Raja-mun. 

dry. Accordingly, it was agreed with the Raja, 
and orders were iifued, late at night, for the army 
to march at half paft four in the morning, with
out beat of drum, or any other noife whatever. 

The Eng- Our army firuck their tents, and marched at the 
lifh mareil hour, and in the manner appointed; but the Raia's to get ;.r 

ro1,md the forces loitered, and were left on the ground, and 
enemy. h h 1 1 difconcerted t e w o e p an. For, M. de Con-
M. ~on- flans being informed, the night before, by a de
flans s at- f' h d d' f' • 1. d 
tack. of the 1erter, t at our troops were raw an un 11c1p ll_le , 

Englifh and that he could guide the enemv to the moft 
a~. . 

convenient place to annoy us? got ail his troops 
under arms at ~ne o'clock in the morning, and 
detached a large party, under the conduél: of the 
deferrer, with fix pieces of cannon, to cannonade 
our camp;, which the French, not informed of ' 
our rn arch, be gan a little before day. 
Th~ Raja's forces, by this incident, were gready 

expof~d: and our men were _obliged to return to 

their affifrance, and to brin_g them off. \Vhich 

being 
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bcing clone, they marched together to Golap<?o11 

and halted on a fmall plain about three miles from 
their encampment. But when Conflans · found 
that our army was marched off, and had got a 
true account of our motions, he foon penetrated 
into the colonel's intention to fteal a march round 

A. D. 
17 ss. 

him : which he muft prevent at all events. There· H is order 

fore Conflans immediately ordered his troops in a of battle. 

line of march towards us, and kept between our 
army and his own camp. Which orders were fo 
weil effeéted, that in about half an hour afrer 
halting, as above, our men difcovered ~he enemy's 
Sepoys, then the whole line, about thre~ quarters 
of a mile off on our left flank : and, in a few mi-
nutes, ali thëir force clofed and moved clown to• 
wards us, in good order. 

The Indians had not yet recovered their fright; Colonel 
. h Fordè' s or• and were m forne confufion, at t e fight of the der of bat· 

advancing enemy. However, Colonel Forcle, to tle. 

make the beft of a bad market, prevailed with 
the Raja to give up the whole comrnand of his 
troops to hirn. And about nine he formed the 
li ne, with the lndians, armed with fi re- locks, on 
the right and left of the Sepoys in each wing ; 
becaufe the enerny's Iine extended much further 
than ours; and with a fmall body of European 
deferters, and four pieces of cânnon, under Cap-
tain Briftol, an European in the Raja's fervice, 
together with our anillery, on the left of the bat-
talion. 

About ten o'clock, the enemy began a can- F_rench be-

cl h. h d d . d gm tocan~ nona e, w 1c _ was returne ; an contmue very n o nad~. 

VoL. III. U brifkly 
,.., 
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A. D brifkly for forty minutes, on both fides; whdn 
1 75

8
· the French, miftaking our battalion of Sepoys, 

dreffed in red elath jackets, for Europeans, their 

bat talion and right wing of Sepoys, with a body · 

of horfe, endeavoured to falJ upon our left Hank. 

The Sepoys returned ·their fire pretty fmartly, but 

feU into forne confufion, and gave_ way, as th~ 

enemy advanced. 

Colonel Colonel Farde, taking the advantage of the 
forcle at-
tacks. enemy's mifl:ake, ordered the European battalion 

to make a quarter-whee-1, as quick as poffible. 

Which was done with that expedition, that they 
made their proper front, were ready to give them 
their whole fire, as they advanced dofe, and, 

after a very great ilaughter, advanced with three 

huzzas, and puihed them with bayonets fixed, 

feconded with a fmart fire of grape-fhot from the 

cannon; before the enemy had time to recover 

themfelves: which threw thetn into confufian, 

and fo animated our Sepoys, in the left wing, 
who had before given way, that· they returned to 

the, charge : and they in the right wing behaved 

with uncommon refolution, and faon made the 

enemy's black forces, on the left, give ground. 

Cains the So that about eleven o'clock the retreat of the 
viaory. b 

enemy ecame general. Had the Raja's horfe, 

about soo in ali, taken the purfuit, fcarce 

a Frenchman would have efcaped. But the 

Raja's troops in general, except the deferters, 

commanded by Captain Briftol, could not be pre

vailed upon to ad vance a ' foot beyond our Eu

ropean batt:tlion, and had diverted themiè1ves 

du ring 
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during the whole aétion, with looking on, and A. D. 
1758. 

firing a few rockets, and in plundering. 
We had forty-four Europeans kil led and wound- Lofs of 

èd, ihcluding two captains and two lieutenants : ~o~~ fi~~s. 
the French had 156 ki11ed and wounded, including 
ôfficers. But great numbers of the blàck forces 
feil on both fides. 

There was a faint appearance of a refolution to Pmfue tho 

tally at their camp : but our troops purfued them enemy. 

fo clofely, that they difperfed in fmall bodies ; 
made the beft of their way to Raja-mundry, and T_heir lofs 

of bag-
abandoned their camp, baggage, ammunition, ord- gage, &ç_, 
nance, tents and equipage; ail which fell into 
our pofTeffion; the enemy having faved nothing, 
but four fmal~ field-pieces and two camels ]oa~ed 

with money and papers, which their general had 
fent off to Raja-mundry, as foon as he firfi per-
ceived the diforder of his army. 

Our army halted in the French camp, to re~ 
fre!h themfelves, and to bring the wounded in the 
beft carriages they could procure from the· field of 
battle. The French officers made prifoners were 
permitted to go on their paroles, with our fick 
and wounded, to Cockanara, a Dutch fettlement, 
about twenty miles from the field of batt1e. 

A detachment of the firft battalion of Sepoys 
was ordered, under Captain Knox, to pUt-fue the 
enemy that evening, as far as Raja-mundry : 
and he was, next day, reinforced wrth two barra
lions of Sepoys, under Captain Maclean. They 
being j oined, came upon the enemy in the dulk 
of the evening. The Sepoys threw clown their 

lJ 2 arms 
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A. D. ~rms ~nd difperfed: the Europeans took to thei~ 

'i5~L boats; of whom fifteen were made prifoners, and 

R:1ja-mun- forne were killed. Captain Knox got poffeffion of 
dry/ur- the Fort _of Raia-mundry, and fr:_om thence fo ef-
renuers. :J 

feétually cannonaded ·the cnemy a-crofs the river, 

that they left the four fie1d-pieces in the boats, on 

the oppofite fide. . _ 
Its conre- Eaja.munqry is a barrier and key to the Viza-
quence. gapatarn country ~ _ The-Frencb held it as the ir 

own prop,erty, in_ w4ich they kept a flender gar

rifon . and a govçrnor. Our people found here 

more ânillery' amm~nition anq flores ; about 500 

bullocks, forne horfes and çamels, and a good 

deal of rich furni~u-re. The military flores were 

1 Plnnder - kept for the company. But Colonel Forcle fold 
fold by ' h' 1r. b n: d d' 'd d l 
auaion for every t mg e 1e y aUCLlOn, an lVI e t 1e pro-

~~~~/ol- duce amongft the foldiers, for their good beha-

vwur. Thus ended the expedition to Golcon

da, as advifed by Colonel Clive, to the great 

advantage of our affairs in the Eaft Indies, con

trary to the opinion of the counci1 at Calcutta. 

While our fieets and ar mies glorioufly triumphed 

over the en emy in A fia, Africa and America, except 

the lofs of Fort Sr. David, which was more owing to 

the ruinous condition of its fortifications, neg1eéted 

by the company, than to any mifconduél: of our 

officers, or want of courage in our men-; the war 

in Europe was carried on with extreme vioour 0 • 

both by 1èa and land. 

!he war lt had been concerted to favour the operations 

~: .G~nna- in Germany, by a powerful diverfîon 'with our 

naval power, alarming, and, if p offible, making 

defcenrs, 
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defcents, and Jodgments of a military force upon A. D
8

• 

d 
175 • 

the coaft of France q. Prince Ferdinand ha 
. . . · Under 

made the beft d1fpofitmns after the v1élory at Cre- Prin~e 
veit, and the reduél.ion or' Duffeldorp~ to ttansfer Feldm:tnd. 

the feat of war into the enemy's country. But 
this could not be effeél:ed without forne means 
could be found to draw Prinœ de Soubize's army 
out of Germany, orto leave a fufficient ftrength 
to cover Heffe and Hanover from his enterprizes ; 
who had already wheeled off towards the Land-
gravate. However we fhall fee prefently, that Sou-
blze was too powerful for the Heffian forces, and 
that the French, though greatly embarraffed by 
our littoral war, which obliged them to aél with 
more caution and lefs exp~diti6n in Germany, 
were not driven to the neceffity aétually to re-
caU their troops from thence ; for it is certain, It's uf<.'s. 

that both Soubize and Contades had provifionaÎ 
orders, to hold themfelves in readinefs to return 
into France upon the firft notice. So far the allies 
were affifted, and our common intereft with Ger-
many was promoted by the expèditions againft 
Cherbourg and St. Maloes. 

This defign could not efcape the French : and M ealiu·eG 
t aken by 

they could not pufh their arms, or, at leaft, make theFrench. 

a powerft1l ftand and effort towards Heffe and H a-
nover ; they mu ft have felt fe verel y the fatal con
fequences of Prince Ferdinand's paffing the Rhine, 
and co-opcrating wirh our arms on the coaft of 
France. Tbercfore, their principal effort was to 

'l Sèe page 157• Vol. HL 

u 3 
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A- D. be made on our wejlkeft part. lnftead of eJil~ 

.
175

8· abling M. Contades, with the addition of Prince 

de Soubize's army, to force the army of the allies, 

and to drive them back beyond the Rbine, and 

thereby rifking the uncertain chance of a battle, 

that . might expofe their own count~y to certain 

ruin; the French miniftry, whofe affairs were now 

guided by the experienced M. Duke de Bellifie, 

~einforced the army of M. Contades with draught~ 
from the .militia,_ fo flS to maintain his ground, 

but .not to come to an engagement; and direétecJ 

the Prince de Sou bize to open a way, at ail ad

ventures, into_ Befiè and Hanover ; where the 

chance of fiJCcefs was greatly in their favour; and 

where any fuccefs mufi: certainly oblige Prince 

Ferdinand to give up his fcheme, of transferring 

the feat of war into France, anà to employ his 

forces to cover the countries of the Britifh allies. 

Iri He!Tc:. Prince Soubize executed his orders with the ut-

moft expedition: and though his vanguard hap

pened to be repulfed by the Heffian militia r, he 

accompli!hed his purpofe by a detachment of 

12,ooo regulars, under the command of the Duke 

de Broglio, he himfelf bringing up the van with 

18,ooo more, to attack the Heffians, who every 

w he re fied bef ore hi rn, and were encamped in a~ 

advantageous fituation, between Caffel and Minden, 

near the village Sangerhauiên, to the number of 

7 0 00 regulars and irregulars , under the command · 

of Prince de Yiè~burg : which vas he whole 

See p. I i 3• Vol III. 
ftrength 
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flrength, at that ti me, ·in · the Landgravate of A D . 

. Heife, capable of making any refiftance againft 1
758• 

an invader. Prince Yfernburg, eonfcious of his 
infufficient ftrength, and willing to gain as much 
time as poffible, in fflvoqr. of the operations by 
Prince Ferdinand on the Rhine, would not have 

waited the arrival of the French army. ; neither 
was he inclined to rifk a battle, but was refolved 
to march off. But his troops, efpecially the mi-

. litia, flufi1ed with .the ir la te fuccefs, prefumed 
too much upon their own courage, held .the-enemy- . 
in too great conte rn pt, anet n:fufed to ftir ~ with- ' 

out a 'fl;lrther trial of their ftrength and courage. 
Under thefe circumilances Prince Yfemburg 

m~de the beft difpofition he could, in iùch a fitua-
tiun. He drew up in order of battle, with his Advant-
. fi d 1. . k d L - ages over r1ght at a eep ec tvlty or roc , towar s tm:: the R er-

river Fulda· his left reaching to and covered by fi a~·,s under 
' ' ' Pnnce 

a wood, and occupying the fummit of the decli- Yfem-
buï o-• · 

vity. The advantage of the fituation of this "' 
little army, on whofe fate fo m.uch depended, ob-
liged Broglie to take his meafures with the greateft 
precaution. He firft fecured the defiles at Caffel Tbe hattle 

and Sanderhaufen with a guard of 2 500 men : and ~;1:f:~:er
then drew up his army in this form; his infantry 
in the firft line ; his horfe and dragoons in the fe-
cond ; and ten pieces of cannon, of the brigade of 
artillery, before his right, to annoy the Heffian 
troops, next the wood. Upon the approach of 
the French, the H dlian cavatry advanced to a ~ -

tack the enemy 's foot . The Duke de Broglio 
immediately lined a poft of his foot, and through 

U + the 
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the . ~~!ryals made · by this movement, a part of 
his h~r~ ~dvanced, .and charged the-Heffian horfe; 
bat tlu:y met with fo-refolute.a reception, that they 
w~r;: repulfed, and the inf~ntry w~e- in great -dan- · 
ger of b.èing broke, bad not the roy"l ~tavier re
giment faluted them-w.ith a volley, ~hat brought 
mo ft 9f them to the -ground, -and fo difabled the 
re ft, _th at they ne ver. after appeared in this aétion. 
In the mean ti me 1'4· de W alderen, Major-Gene
ral, and M. Diefbach made a vigorous attack on 
the wood, with a .brigade of Swifs and three corn
panics of grenadiers; but were feverely treated 
and obliged to fall back. The infantry of the 
Heffian right marched brifkly up to the French ' 
left ; the fire was extreme hot on both fides. 
The Heffians were obliged to retreat about 100 

paces ; they rallied und er a declivity, and return
ing under its favour, which parti y covered them; 
they in their turn forced the enem_y's )eft to give 
way ; turned them, and endeavoured to get be· 
hind them. When the Duke de Broglio, con~ 
vinced of his own danger, and of the neceffity of a ~ 
vigorous effort ~o (natch viÇtory out of the hands 
of t~e HeffiaiJ?.1 he ij,dl: brought up the ApchOJl. · 
drageons, and th,~ çavqlry behind them, through -
a very ~ri{k firç ;. ançl then he ordered three r~ · 
giments of grén;1diers3o march up to the decli-· , 
viry, and to .charge the enemy with their b;~y.Qne.~s · · 
fixed. So thar numbers prevniled, and the bravo 
defcnders of their country. were forced -to give ·w~y 
flnd fly, 'lfter an, aétion~ that lafted full fiye ho\lrs. 

The 



The· Heffians took to· the woods on . the banks A. D
8 

• 
. d ' 75 • 

f the Fulda; and d1fperfed, as weil as they coul . 
. . ·r. The lof"ll 

lfhey loft in the engagement 300 men prlloner~ on both. 

. ffi ft h h 6aes.. 
ncludmg 50 o cers, arnong w om was , ~ e 

Count de Caunitz, the fecond in ·comman'cf; an ::. 

id de camp to Pr.ince Yfemburg, and (everal lieu- -

enanc-colonels and majors. The number flain '· 

nd wounded wete about J 500, including 300 

hat perifhed in the Fulda, endeavouring to fwim 

hat river, which they entered from 'the decliviry~ 

hey loft feven-pieces of canh6n on the field of · 

battle; and eight at Mundèn, which they ahan~. 

oned. On the part of the French, they had 

1785 • men killed, and 1392 wounded. The 

uke de Broglie, his aid de camp, and mafier of 

horfe, had each a horfe killed under him. This 

is faid to have been the moft bloody aélion with 

the French during the war. 

By this viétory the French affumed to them

felves the poffeffion of the Wefer, and wer~ in a 

condition to aét, not only in Heffe, but in Weft~ 

phalia and Han·over, as they pleafed. Which en'

tirely difconcerted Prince Ferdinand's plan of ope:. 

rations ; who now had no refource, but either to 

bring the French to a hattie, in hopes of viéèory, 
or to repafs the Rhine. But hê had two great 

obftacJes y et to overeome. ··He was reta'rded in 

the execution ·ot neceffary meafures by long and 

~ The Freneh account ·(ays on!y 785 , but the Heffian ac. 

count makes the lofs of .the French in thi-s aélion above 3000 • • 

killed and woundcd. 

he avy 
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A. D. Jleavy rains; that broke· Ufl' the roads, over-flowed 
J 75R. the banks of the ri-vers,_ and· hindered his march. 

ing. A(ld again, the French could not be brought 
~rin~e . to· an engagement:. "So th at when he received the 
Ferdt- , 
n ancl's rea- news, of .Prince Yfemburg s defeat, and was in-
~~~~;r ;~; forrned th~ .the enemy w<\s rein forcing the fortrefs 
Rhine. of G\lelclre, and fev~raJ other pofts, .capable of 

Executed 
with fafe
ty. 

ob{huéting his convGys, and çutting off the fub
fiftepçe of his aqny; and further, that unnecef
fari delay$ might f~rnifh Prince de Sou bize with 
an oppor~unity to interçept the troops, he ex
peétt;:d at that juné1:ure from Eng1and, his High
nefs refolved to marcb back over the Rhine. 

This. re(olution wa~ çarried into execution Qn 
the 8th of July, when the whole arrny mov~ 
nearer the Maefe, and encamped between Rure
.mond and Schwalm, with the head-quarters ~t 

Hellenrad. In this march the en,emy fhewep 
lhemfelves on our left, and took poffeffion of 
Bruggen. But Prince Ferdinand detached a party, 
that diflo.dged them, and made themfelves maftcrs 
of the town. There was ~o daubt of the enemy's 
moving towards us ; but they fo covered their 
motions by the detachments of light troops, that 
very imperfeét notions only could be formed of 
t.heir real intention. The Prince fupplied the 
waot of intdligence by his owo fagacity and pe· 

· nerration, and conduél:ed his army fo de~troufly 

-thar he feil in wi th the enemy, in his march to 

Dulcken, in the night between the dl: and 2d of 
Aug1.1ft. 

~'L Con· 
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M. Contades, who hiçperto had carefully avoidèq A. D. 

d 1. l .n. · n · · 17 58. an engagement, an ttt e expe~.-Lmg to meet E nnc~ · 
· . . -M. Con-

Ferdinand in his raut, retreated to h1s old c~mp tades'smo -

at Dalem, from whence he had marched, rather tions. 

th an give battle : However, his Highnefs, not ---
certain of the enemy's refo]ution, got his army 
under arms, early on the 3d in the morning, and 
made a motiç>n for advancing towards the ene~ 
my. But they, by th€ir motions, faon convinced 
him of their difiike to fight. They man:hed off 
with fpeed ; and it being inc::onfiftent with the 
prefent fituation of the allies, to wafte time in 
the purfuit of an enemy, th at was determined not 
to fight, he marched :forward to Watchtendonck, A ikirmifit 

~n ifland furrounded by theNiers, not fortified, but ~:n:~~k~
of very difficult app.roach. The hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick was ordered to force this poft with 
the vanguard: and the rear was compofed ofPruf-
fians, under tl;e Prinçe of Holflein. The Here-
ditary Prince found the bridge drawn up, at his 
approach, and to faye time in the puJfuit of the 
guard, which drew it UJ?, he entered the river. Sorne 
companies of grenadiers followed his exampJe; 
aqd with bayonets fixed, they drave the enemy 
away, and fecured the bridges: overwhich the army 
paffed thac evening. After this the army marched 
on the 4th to Rh1neberg, without feeing a fingle · 
troop of the enemy. But in the evening news M . deChe

was brought that M. de Chevert had paffed the ~~\~~~~~: 
Lippe, with tw~lve or fourteen battalions, and 
feveral fquadrons, in ali 12,ooo men, in order to 
join the garrifon of Wefel, and then to faU upon 

a corps 
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A. D. a corp's of about 300~ men, encamped at Meer, 
J75i. under Lieutenant-General lmhoff; who was or~ 

- dered to gua rd a bridge Prince Ferdinand had 
thrown over at Rees. 

To attack 'His Highnefs was convinced of _the truth of 
General this· intelligence, and expeéted th at lm hoff would 
lm hoff. 

be attacked next day : but it was not in his power 
to reinforce or to fupport him. His men were 

too much fatigued to begin another march, that 
fame evening ; and the over-flowing of the Rhine 

had rendered the bridge at Rees impaffable: 

Therefore M. Imhoff had nothing to truft unto, 
but his own good conduét and the bravery of his 
troops, which had been fix battalions and four 

fquadrons; but were greatly reduced by feveral 
.• detachments made from them. 

Agreeable to the intelligence received, (General 

Imhoff being returned to his advantageous poft at 

Meer, upon a report of the enemy's preparations 

to attàck him) the advanced guards were no fooner 

pofted, but they found themfelves engaged with 

the enemy, who advanced from Wefel, under the 
command of Lieutenant General de Chevert, &c; 
with-the-wh ole corps of troops deflgned to make 
the fiege of Duffeldorp. 

His fl:rong General Imhoff's camp was covered in front 

c.-mp. by coppices and ditches, with a -rifinO' oround ori 
b b 

his right; from whence he couJd fee the whole 

force of the enemy, and pafs a found judgment 

on the natu~e of their march. I--fe perceived 

that the enemy was not acquainted .with the 

o-rou~d; and that they would be foon entangled 

m 



in it~ difficulties. With this. expeétation ~ .Qr-; A._ p-f ' · , •1s~ 
dered his infantry to advance abQUt, 2~'? p~~s . · 

d h lr • · f Preparecl from t,he firft he ges : e ~00~ a .regupent . f~ql tO receÏYe 

his righ t and placed it in' the C?ppic,e, jn . orq~r . ta the enemr. 

faU .upon t~~ naked left wing of the en~y, w_h_ich 
he faw uncovered, and gave orders to the other 
regim~nts to ,march with drums beati'!g, up to 
the en~my, as· foon as they fha?ld_ hear the fire 
of the regiment pofted in the coppice, and to af .. 
ta~k them with bayonets. fixed.- . The enemy en- The ene .. 

d 
my de-

tered the dangerous groun as expeéted ; and Ge- feated. 

neral Imhoff's orders were executed qy the whole 
fix battalions, wit~ fuch imp~tuofity and effeét, 
that, after a refifi:ance of about half ap hour, the 
enemy was put i_nto confufion ; fied towards We-
fel, and left on the fpot eleven pieces of cannon, Lofs. 

and a great many waggons and orher carriages, 
wit~ ammunition t; be fides 3 54 prifoners, amongft 
. whom were eleven officers ; 150 killed, and 
200 wounded: whereas the killed and wound
ed in General Im~off's corps did not e}Çc~ed 
zoo men. 

His Serene Highnefs )Vait~d this event wirh General 
. . d r. . .c d f h" lm hoff re-great Impatience ; an as iOOn as m10rme o t . JS inforced. 

glorious viétory, over an enemy triple the z:mm-
ber of the conquerors, he d_etached General Wan-

~ genheim, with feveral fquadrons and battalions, 
to reinforce General Imhoff, and to put him-in a 

t The confternation of the French was fo great, that they 

· threw down their arms : and zooo rnufkets were gathered 
from the. ground, over which they ran away. 

con di-

, 
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A. D. 
173S: 

condition to make the utmofi: advantage of a vic.;; 
tory as complete, as it was glorious to the arms of 
Great Britain and her allies. The allied arrnt 
then proceeded, with an intention to pais the Rhine 
at Rhineberg, but that river had been fwelled fo 
ptodigioufiy by the continuai rains, that the lhor~ 
was inacceffible bath at Rhineberg and at Rees, 
which obliged them to throw a bridge over at 
Griethuyfen. 

This bridge was laid over between the 8th and 
the 9th. The enemy, having advice ·of this ex-

. · pedient, and the detriment it was to the allies to 
be kept in this bad fituation, fent four boats of a 
particular conftruét:ion, to deftroy it, from WefeJ, 
on the morning of the 9th. But this was not 
do ne fo fecretly, as to efcape the knowledge of our 
commander in chief: who fent the armed veffels, 
he had on the river, to intercept them: which they 
punétually performed. So that, the whole army 
pa!fed thar day, and the nexr, without the leaft 

,' înterruption, having withdrawn the garrifon from 
Du!feldorp; which, on the 1 3th, paffed the Rhine 
at Wefel. Saon after General Imhoff, reinforced J oins th.e 

]3riti{h 
troops. to deven battalions and ten fquadrons, marched 

to meet the troops, arrived from England by the 
way of Embden, under the Duke of Marlborough, 
and happily fucceeded in their junétion at Coef
feldt. 

Thus as the advantage gained by the Duke de 
Broglio, at Sanderhaufen in He!fe, deprived Prince 
Ferdinand of the good effeéts he had in view from 
the battle of Crevelt: fo the aCtion at Meer, with 

the 
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the feafonable reinforèement of Briti!h tr6ops, not A. D. 

1]}8. 
only facilitated Prince Ferdinand's paffage of Hie 
Rhine; . but prevented any material advantages 
being d raw.n from thf. battle at Sanderfhaufen: · · 

The allied army hein~ united, their corn man- Allied 31' .. 

der, fenfible of the fatigues his troops had undèr- ~~;.edu;~
Q'Ofle bv the un\vholefomeneis of the we't feafon the Lippe,. 
b ' • , 

and continuai fervice, judicioufiy chofe forne ex-
cellent pofts uport the river 'Lippe, and there 
placed hirnfelf in a pofttm~ of defence; to prevent 
the enerrty's penetrating by that way into ~lano
ver. At the fame time he provided for the fafety 
of that Eleélorate, and the Lanc1gravate' of HeŒ: 
Caffel, by placing Prince Yfemberg, with the re
mains of his army, recruited with the Heffian 
militia, in fuch a ma-rmer, a:s to proteét the courfe 
of the Wefer. M. Contades, difpairing of à paf- Souhiz e·~ 
r. h L' . c d S b" army re1n:.. 1age over t e tppe, rem1orce ou 1ze to 30,000 forced. 

men, by detachments from the grand army ; in 
·arder to force a paffage over the Wefer. Prince 
Ferdinand, aware of the enemy's intention, de- Genera! 

h d G 1 Ob · h . c f Oherg iènr tac e enera erg, Wlt a rem1orcement o to wa.tch. 

Io,ooo men, to Lipftadt, to be at hand an·d J'oin ~i s mo-
• t10ns. 

the Heffians, in cafe of need : and the motions of 
. the French foon obliged him to join. General . 
Qberg took the chief command of this army,; 
which did not exceed zo,ooo, and encamped at 
the fhong po ft of Sanderhaufen, upon th~ · FU'lda, 
trying every fcheme to provoke the French to at
tack him in his trenches. But J:he Prince of 
Soubize could not be drawn into fo &1ngerous an 

attemp t, though his army confi fted of near 3o,ooo 
effeéèive 
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effeétive men. However, the French army be
ing reinforced on the 8th of Oétober, gave ftrong 
indications of their refolution, at ldt, to enter 

·· into aétion. General Oberg was fenfible of the 
enemy's great fuperiority : but yet his advan
tageous fituation, near Sanderhaufen, determined 
him to wait the iffue, in hopes of profiting by 
forne favourable motion. But thofe motions were 
defigned only to deceive him, and to deprive 
him of that advantageous fituation. With this 
intention, on the 9th in the morning, Prince Sou
bize lefc all his tents ftanding, and marched his 
whole army; and, after making different motions, 
he in the e.vening took poffeffion of the camp near 
Waldau. General Oberg, with his troops under 
arms, was in hopes of being attacked. But the 
motions of the enemy were made at a difi:ance, 
and upon eminences, divided by hollow ways ; 
and, as the fuperiority of the French enabled the 
Prince of. Sou bize to fend a large detachment, to 

()bnged to get round the Heffians, by the raad of Munden, 
'uit his which would have been of very dan

0
aerous contrang 

'" :.~mp. fequence, General Oberg's care was to prevent 
being turned. · This determined him ta decamp; 
which he did at four next morning, with an in~ 
tention to entrench himfelf behind Luttenburg. 
The French, having gained their point, which 
was, to diOodge him, let him rn arch unmolefted: 
but when he was come to the ground for his en
campment, they were at his heels, and Oberg 
was obliged to form his troops in order of battle ; 
with his right to the F ulda, and his Ieft ta a 

thickc:t 
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thicket upon a rifing graund, defended by fi.ve fix
pounders. The cavalry fupported the wings in 
a third line : hîs rear was covered by the village of 
Luttenberg, and by a {hong rifing ground fur
nifhed with . tour twelve pounders. 

821 

A. D. 
175S. . . 

The French army l{ept a brifk cannonade while 
Oberg's '<lrmy was forrriing; but with very little 
dfeél-. A confiderable body of the enemy fi1ed Their 

ff d'ft fi h" 1 fi "f h . form of o at a 1 ance rom 1s e t, as 1 t ey mtended battle, 

to get potfeffion of a wood on ~ hill, and fo take 
the Heffians in flank and rear, or pafs by to Muq .. 
den: but o\.1r hunters met with them and routed 
them. The French pufhed forwardJl:ill more troops, 
·till they pofted their left towards the Fulde, and 
their right far beyond Oberg's left, with upwards 
of 30 pieces of cannon in their front. 

General Oberg qid ali, that any one in his cir
cumftances could do, to oppofe the en emy in every 
part : and it' was now· four in the afternoon before 
the French made the attack in form. They began BJttle-. 

with a yen; briik cannonading; whkh did little 
. ~xeèution: beiog badly fituated. At the fame in
ftant, they fell .upon Major General Zaflrow, with 
their firft line of infantry; which General ZaQrow 
attacked with the bayonet and routed. But th~fe 
brave fellows were broke, in a moment, hY. the 
F rench cavalry, ~hat took them in front and Bank. 
The cavalry were then attackeç! by Oberg's ca~ 
valry, with advantage, till they were forced to 
yie1d to numbers . . The French infantry, that had 
·not been -engaged, came on: which obliged the 
·remains of the heffians to retreat. The French 

VoL. III. X th~ fl 
27 
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then came out almoft upon the back of Generai 

Oberg's firft Ji ne; and placed their cannon, at the 
fame time, that all the reft of the!r army was 
moving forward. The moment was critical: there 

w as no view of fnccefs ; and the only minute for 
a fafe retreat was the prefent. The general, who 
bad conftantly given his direétions with admirabie 

compofure, feized the opportunity; co.m~anded 
a retreat, which was made wirh tolerable good order, 
quite up to the wood, where the defile, which 

leads to Munden, begins. 
Had the French pufhed with their great fupe

riority in cava1ry, the purfuit might have been f~ 
tal. But they only contim1ed the fire of their a.r· 

tillery ; which, though ir was very brifkly brought 
on by the Duke de Broglio, did no cogfiderable 
damage; except overthrowing forne artillery and 

waggons. 
General Oberg pa!fed by Munden, at mid-

night; withdrew the garrifon ; encamped on the 
plain near Grupen, on the other fide the vVe fer; 
and next morning, (the 1 Ith) marched to the 

camp near Gunterfheim, without moleftation. 
The French in ali their motions had difcovered 

their defi re to make them fel v es ma flers of Mun
den : which town they now found evacuated ; and 
they took po!feffion of ir without oppofition, tho' 
it had coft them much blood to ger ro it: but the 
feafon was too far advanced for them to reap any 
confiderable ad•:antages further from this viétory. 

I ntentions 1-fowever, it was evident, that the diftrefs of Han· 
of the f 
frenc h. · over was their chie point m v1ew. M. Soubize 

ravaged 
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ravao-ed the country and raifed heavy contribu- A. D. 
o · - 175B. 

tions ; reto~k Gottingen, . and penetrated almoft 
to the walls of Hamelen; which. alarmed the 
regency of ,Hanover, who fent orders to the go
vern~r ro open the iluices, and prepare for a vi
o-orous defence; and, being afraid of the confe-
o 

.quenees,.th~y on~e more fent away the archives, and 
other ftate papers, &c. from the capital to Stade. 

In the ~ean time Captain Scheiter, with 500 Skîrmilhe$ 
. h L" r.ll fon the horfe, fwam over t e 1ppe,_ 1e . upon a party o Lippe. 

1 6o French horfe, took forne prifoners and totally 
defeated the reft. He then proceeded towards 
yv efel, feized a con voy of 30 waggons with flour 
nd wine, and 100 oxen, without the lofs of a 

man; tho' ·fire.d at from the ramparts of Wefel. 
The defeat of Ge~eral Oberg finifhed the cam-

paign on thi~ fide of Germany: and had it not 
been for the vigilance and wife difpoGtions of 
Prince Fer9inand, it might have been more fa
vourable to the French. For they, who had been, French , 

in the beginning of the year, driven by the allies 1
t
1

1
1
altRe11·s. of 

~ 1e 1111e. 

out of H~pover, He!fe, Wefi:phalia, and back 
over the Rhine, were now mafiers of both fides 
of the Rhine, in po!feffion of Caffel and Munden, 
thre.atning t~e gates of Hanover, and in a condi-
tion to penetrate into \Veftphalia; where they 
eftabliihed theil~ win ter quarters. Prince Ferdi- Prince 

nand fixed his head quarters at Munfter and dif- Ferd i~Jand 
' goes 1nto 

pofed of his army in the landgravate of He!fe, ~vinter 
an.~ in the bifhopricks of Munfter, Paderborn, ~~~,a~~.:t 
and 1--Ieldeiheim ; the feverity of the feafon not 
permitting any attempt to be made upon the French 

X 2. after 

' .. 
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A. D. after the junétion of the Britifh troops : whofe 
•75

8
· commander i~ chief, the Duke of Marlborough, 

died of a dyfentery, at Munfter, a diftemper con
traél:ed by the unwholfomenefs of the climate, and 

by the fatigues, to which he had never been accuf-. 
tomed. · 

Wife dif- But we muft not finifu this account withouf 
pofition of . • h l/1.... rt... 
Prince doing JUfbce to t e great genera mtp, mewn, on 
ferdinand. this otcafion, by Prince Ferdinand. Had not his 

forefight eftablifued a ready communkation of his 
troops ail along the Lippe, the defeat of Oberg 
migbt have been fatal to the caufe of the allies: 
but this wife difpofition of his ar my, prevented 
:rhe advantage, which otherwife the French might 
have gained by thar viffory. His Serene "High
-nefs, ttpon the firft advke of the difafter, marched 
with the utmoft diligence towards Rheda, and, 
havîng ordered Prince Yfemberg to faU back, 
jo"ir'led his troops ; and thereby he covered the W é

fer, without lo!ing any thing on the fide of the 
Rhine. For, though the eleél:orate of Hanover 
was fomewhat expofed by thefe movements ; he 
knew the ftrength and pofirion of the enerny fo 
perfectly well, th at he was under no fort of appre
henfion, that they could be able to make any 
eftablifl1ment in ir; nor aél: farther, than the da· 
mage, that might be done by their light troops; 
who were provided, by direétion from their court, 

_F rench de- to run ali rifks, fo that they carried off. or de· 
. fhoy the ' 

forage and ftroyed, ail the provifions and forao-e in the hiah-
provitions L. b . b 0 • 
w Heilè er 1ppe, a out Pa ,er born and W arfuoUT<Y, m 

' 0 

&c. all "\Veftphalia and Heife, from Lioftadt and Mau-
' ft er, 
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fier, as far ~s the Rhine ; and from the hjgher 
Lippe and Paderborn, as far as Caffel ; as ,you'll 
find particularly commanded and defcribed by M. 
de Bellei!le's letters in the margin n ; in order to 

prevent 

u The Madbal Duc de Bellei!le to Marfhal Contades, dated 
Verfailles, July 23, 1758, in which there is the following 
paffage: 

" I am ftill afraid th at Fifcher fets out too la te: it is, how
ever, very important, and very effential, that we fhould raife 
large contributions. I fee no other refource for our mofl: ur· 
gent expences, and for refitting the troops, but in the money 
we may draw from the enemy's country; from whence we 
muft likewife procure fubfifl:ence of all kinds, (independently 
of the money) that is to fay, hay, fl:raw, oats, for the win
ter, bread, corn, cattle, horfes, and even men, to recruit our 
foreign troops. The war muft not be prolonged, and perhaps 
it may be neceffary, according to the events which may hap· 
pen, between this time and the end of September, to make a 

downright defart hefore the line of the fjUar/ers, which it may be 

tbought proper to.keep during the <z-vinter, in order that the enemy 
may be under a real impoffibility of approaching us : at the 
fame time referving for ourfelves a bare fubfiftence on the rout, 
which may be the moft convenient for us to take, in the middle 
of winter, to beat up, or feize upon the enemy's quarters. 
That this objeél may be fulfilled, I caufe the greateft affiduity 
to be ufed, in preparing what is neceffary for having ali your 
troops, without exception, well cloathed, well armed, weil 
equipped, and weil refitted, in every refpeél:, before the end 
ef November, with new tents, in order that, if it fhall be ad
vifeable for the King's political and military afFairs, you may 
be weil able to affemblé the whole, or part of your army, to 
aél: offenfively, a!.ld with vigour, from the beginning of Ja
nuary; and that you may have the fatisfaél:ion to fhew your 
enemies, and ali Europe, that the French know how to aél:, 
and carry on war, in aU feafons, when they have fuch a ge-

X 3 ner~ 
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prevent Prince .ferdinand's return to the Rhine, 
or the Lohn, in the beginning of next carnpaign, 

and 

nera! as you are, and a minifier of the department of war, 
that can forefee, and concert matters with the general. 

You muft be fenfible, Sir, that wh4t I fay to you may be
come not only ufeful and honourable, but perhaps even necef

fary, with refpeét to wh at y où know, and of which I !hall 

fay more in my private letter. 
M. Duc DE BELLE ISLE, 

This was not the on1y letter among them, wherein directions 

were given for m aking a downright defert of the countries, 

for it appears by a letter dated in September following, (1758) 
as follows: 

. . " Y ou mufr, at any rate, confume ::oll fort of fubfi!lence on 
the higher Lippe, in the neighbourhood of Paderborn, and 
in the country which lies betwixt the Lippe, ~aderborn, and 
War!bourg; this will be fo rouch fubiiftence taken from thr 
enemy from thi; day to the end of Oétober. That you muft 
deftroy every thing which you cannot confume, fo asto make 

a defert of all W efiphalia, from Lipftadt and Munfter, as far as 
the Rhine, on one hand, and on the other, from the higher 
Lippe and Paderborn, as far as CaiTel; 'chat the enemy may 

find it quite impraéticable to direét their march to the Rhine, 
orto the lower Roer; and this \Vith regard to your army, and 
with regard to the army under Monf. de Soubife, that they 

may not have it in their power to take po!feffion of Ca!fel, 

and. much lefs to march to Marpourg, or to the quarters which 
1 

he will have along the Lohn, or to thofe which you will oc-

cupy, from the lower part of the left /ide of the Roer, and 

on the right fide of the Rhine as far as Du!feldorp, and at 
Cologne.'' 

In another, dated Oétober 5• is the following pairage: 

" What makes it the more nece!fary to rtduce ali Tf/ejlpbalia tq 

a de_(ert, is, that we have t:ertain advice, that the King of 

Pruffia has formed a projeét, which has been apprpved ~f by 
the King of England~ fo.; carrying on the war during a great 

nart 
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:rnd to keep their own quarters undifturbed dur
ing the winter.-This was a moft barbarous and 

deteft:;J.ble 

par.t Çlf .the winter, believing that this will he the furell means 
ôf diftreffin~ us ; and people are now aétually employed at 
Hamburgh, and in all the great towcs, !n making great coats. 
light boots, gloves, caps, and calots for thcir troops. ' But if. 

after all thefe precautions, thef fhall be obliged to carry ~heir 
forage from the lower W efer by land, in arder to attack our 

guarters on the lower part of .the Roer and on the Rhine, they 
will never be able to fucceed in it, becaufe of the impraética
Lility of the roads at that feafon of the year, and of the 

length -0f the way: .they will therefore have no refource 1eft 
but the lower Rhine, .and even there they muft go upon th~ 
canals and territories of Holland. I make no doubt of your 
being able to1 rai fe fufficient obflacles againft any fuch attempt~ 
and that you will take all the neceffary precautions for that 

purpofe." 

And ·in a third, (Oélober 3.0) ther.e is th.e foHowing: "Y ou. 

know the neceffity of confuming, or deflroying, as far as 
poffible, ali the fubfillence, efpecially the forage, b.etwixt th .e 
W efer and the Rhine, on the one band : and on the other, be

twixt the Lippe, the bifhopric of Paderborn, the Dymel, the 
Fulda, and -the N erra ; and fo to make a defert Qf W eftphalia 

and Heife." 

A paragraph in another letter is worded Jlill ftronger, as 

follows: " The upper part of th.e Lippe, a.nd the country of 
Paderborn, are the m.oll: fertile, and the moft plentiful ; tllq 
muft, therefore, be eat up to the very roots: and as Monf. 

<le Soubife, for the ·reafons a·bove-mentioned, neither mu.ft, nor 

ought, ta follow the enemy into the country .of Ha:nover, ht.! 
will probably only keep with him what troops are neceifary f01: 

th.e fecurity of Caifet'' 

And in another part of th~ fame letter, he fays, " I fee 
Prince Ferdinand is at Munûer: I ·am told, th at he has ordered 
the magazines at Of~abruck to be brought there. It will b.e 

.yer.y v~xatious, if he fhould be able to l)laintajn fo great a 

X t 9uu~r 
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A. D. deteftable refolution in an enemy, that èries ·up 
1758• their own humanity and politenefs OR ali occafions! 

However, the gallant ·young general, that corn. 
rnanded the allies, penetrated into this ruinous 
fecret alîo, and took his meafure-s fo effeél:ually, 
that defeated a greilt part of the ir infamous fcheme. 

1\ftairs of We left the King of Pruffia in the enjoyment 
Pruffia. of forne advantages w after his raifing the liege of 

Olmutz, an.d preparing to transfer the feat of war 
from Moravia into Bohemia. But he was foon de
prived of that advantage by the Ruffians, who, 
after feveral months marching and counter-march
ing through Poland and Pruffia, in which they 
committed exceffes of violence and cruelty, to the 

Ruffians diîgrace of human nature, fat down, with 90,000 
march r 
arrainfl: men, and a 10rmidable train of artillery, tO be-

"' . 
Cuftnn. fieae Cuftrin a little town on the EJb almoft 
Cufl:rin de- . 0 

.' . . ' 
fcribed. wlthout foruficatwns, though the capital of the 

_New Marche of Brandenburgh, fituate at the in
flux of the river vVarte into the Oder, three Ger
man miles from Franckfort: which are the princi
pal paifages from the New into the 1\1iddleMarche. 
But its fituation is naturally {hong: for the river 
vV arte inclofes one part thereof, till it falls into 
the Oder; and the Oder incloîes almoft the ether 
part. The other avenues are encompaffed by 
broad moraffes : and from its lanO' fuburb there is 

b 

quarter, fo near you. This is one reafon more for deptil'ing 
him of aH other means, by wafting the country, efpecially 
whaot lies betwixt the Lippe and the Roer, and ali that is in 
the country of La Marck and Waldeck." 
~ See page 156, Vol. III. 

no 
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o other road to the city, but over a caufe way, A. D. 

h 
1573. 

three quarters of a German mile in lengt , with 

52 bridges over the moraffes. lts chief artificial 

ftrength · confifts in a bridge over the Oder, de-

fended by a battery, and a weil built caftle. The 

garrifon confifted of no more than one battalion 

of regulars, one battalio.n of militia, two compa-

nies of invalids, and about 1 oo huffars. 

The firft appearance of the Ruffians before this Rufihm 

çity, was on the 13th of Auguil:, at three in the ;l);:e~-u~e

afrernoon. This was a bod~ of their huffars and il:rin. 

coffacks. The piquet guard. in the fuburb was Skirmifh. 

immediately augmented to about 300 men, who 

were foon attacked by the epemy: which fkirmi!h 

lafi:ed from four till feven in the evening; when 

(he enemy retired; and th~ garrifon broke clown 

the bridge over the Oder. 

Count Dohna, who commanded the Pruffian Gan-ifon 

army encamped near Frankfort on the Oder, be- reinforccd~ 

ing appli~d to by the governor of Cuihin, detach-

ed a rtliQforcement of four battalions of infantry., 

ten fquadrons Jf dragoons, and a fmall body of 

huffars, under Lieutenant-General Schorlemmer; 

who arrived next .day. The hu !fars ~nd a body qf 

· dragoons were added to the piquet in the little 

fuburb, and the four battalions of grenadiers en

camped on the Anger, between the fuburb and 

the fortification : the remainder of the ten fqua

drons of dragoons encamped in the fields, to co

ver the long fuburb. At the fame time, there 

arri.ved Colonel Srha.ck, wid1 rhe commiffion of 

governor, 
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A. D. governor, or commander in chief, in cafe of a 
t758· fiege . 

There was 1ittle or no appearance of an enemy 
on the 1 4th, except a party of Coffacks, who 
purfued Gen. Schorlemmer and Governor Schack, 
qui te up to the city g~tes, as they went with a fmall 

City l1om- party to reconnaître the enemy : but on the 15th 
buded. in the morning, between four and five o'clock, 

the citizens were awakened and terrified by the 
noife and fhrieks of the huffars and coffacks, in
termixed with cannon baU. As the enemy's troops 
advanced and took their fiations, and brought 
their batteries to bear, the Pruffians, the piquet 
guard, huffars, drageons, &c. were obliged to 
retire into the city, or wherever they could beft 
provide for their own fafety. Having no other 
objeét to combate th an the town ; the Ruffians, in 
lefs than half an hour after the battalions had re-

On tire. ti red from the Anger, threw fuch a multitude of 
bombs and red hot fhot into the city, that it was 
on fire in feveral parts, and burnt with fuch fury 
at nine o'clock, that there was no extinguifhing 
the flames in the narrow ftreets; and the element 
appeared to rain and hail fire : which drove the 
inhabitants to feek for proteétion and fafety in the 

Difrrefs of open fields. The houfes tumbled on ali fides. 
thctinhabi- Every body that could creep, oot out of the town 
tan s. 0 

as faft as poffib]e; and the crowd of naked, and 
in the higheft degree wretched people, was vaftly 
great, without diftinétion of perfons : forne few 
with horfes and carriages, others with fick aoo 
b.ed-ridden upon their backs, thought themfelves 

happy. 
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happy, if they could efcape the fhowers of bornbs, 
cannon ball.s, and red hot bullets. 

Not only the inhabitants, but many thoufand 
firangers, from the open country and def('ncelefs 
towns in Pruffia, Pomerania, and the New Marche. 
that had fied here with thcir va1uab1e effeél:s, when 
the Ruffians entered the Pruffian territories in 
hopes of a fafe retreat, were now made mofi: mi. 
fera ble, and . reduced from opulent fortunes, to 
beggary. On the roads, nothing was feen but 
mifery : nothing beard, but cries and lamentations, 
enough to move ftones; as nobody knew where 
to get a morfel of bread, nor what to do for fur
ther fubfiftence. The neighbouring towns and 
villages were foon filled with the moft deplorable 

331 

objeél:s of diftrefs. Within, the great magazine, Houfes,&c• 

the governor's. houfe, the church, the palace, the burnt. 

nore and artillery houfes; in a word, the old and 
new town, the fuburbs and the great bridge over 
the Oder, as well as ali the others, were reduced to 
allies: The inhabitants, many perifhed in the 
flames, knocked on the head under the ruins, or 
were fuffocated in the vàults and fubterraneous 
caverns, where they, in their fright, foughtforfafety. 
The public . records or archives of the frate were 
deftroyed, and a prodigious quantity of corn and 
flour was confumed in the cçmflagration. The 
fire was fo furious, that the cannon in the ftore 
~nd artillery houfes were ail melted : and the load-
ed bombs; the cartridges for cannon and mufkets, 
a large quantity of powder and other combufta-
J;:>lç~ went off, at one~ with a horrible exploGon. 

-A 
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A. D. -A fpeé'c~cle fo terrible, that no hiftory can fur· 
~75 8 · nifh a like example, except the defrruétion of Je

Inhumani- rufalem. What is more inhuman, the enemy's 
ty of the fury was vented entirely upon the innocent inhac:nemy. 

bitants: for they did not begin to bat ter the for-
tifications, except a few fhot, till the 1 7th, when 
the reft were all deftroyed. But what could be 
expeél:ed from an enemy, that had difgraced the 
name of human creatures in all their previous ope
rations x. 

:r What colour can the Ruffians give to their burning the 
villages of Zorndorff, Zicher, \Vilkerfdorf, Blumberg, Kutf
~orf, ~artfchen, and Birckenbufch, ali which were in flarnes 
at the fame time, and of which the greatefl: part of the inha
bitants were, forne killed, and others thrown into the flames. 
The public bath alr~ady been informed of the cruelties com
mitted laft June, by General Demikow, in Pomerania, and 
the New Marche. Above an hundred towns or villages were 
pillaged, and many women carried off and ravi!hed. The 
Ruffians alfa fet fire to the village of Furftgnau, and killed 
the farmer's wife : Vorbruch, and the fuburb of Driefen, were 
likewife reduced to allies. In the beginning of July, they 
pillaged the town of Friedeburgh, burnt the mill of Alten
flies, and murdered the gardener of the bailiwick of Driefen. 
On the approach of the Pruflians, they turned the environs of 
Cul'l:rin into a defart, burnt the feven villages abovementioned, 
killed ~he farmer of Tamfel, and at Blumberg and Carnin 
ma!ra.cred many peafants, and even infants with their motheFs, 
whofe mutilated bodies were found in the houfes and barn$. 
The churches have not been fpared; they opened even graves 
and vaults, to ftrip the dead; which they did, particularly, at 
Camin and Birckholtz, where they fl:ript the bodies of Gene
ral Schladerndorf and General Ruitz, who were buried there. 
lt will not be thought ftrange, that the name of barbarians 
fuould be givento perfons capable of {ijch crueltjes. 

His 
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His Pruffian Majefiy could not remain indiffe- ..&. l>. 

-tent on this occalion: and though he had ·aU the 1758
• 

- rtafon in the world to flatter himfelf wi.th the ~·i~&~f 
hopes of futcefs in Bohemia, where he bad occu- ma~chfl:es 

1
. 

' agam t 1e 
pied the po ft of N uchod, by his Liéutenant Ge- Ruffia1u. 

rterai Fouquet; and, in perfon, had driven Gene-
ral Làudhon from Oppotfchau, and had obliged 
Count Daun to fortify himfelf on the bills of Li
bifchau, he could not deny his faithful and brave 
garrifon of Cuftrin his immediate affiftance. He 
left his camp at Konigfgratz., and after forne fkir
miihes, wherein he loft General Saldern and Co-
lonel Blanckenburg, who were killed by the Pan-
dours, at the firft difcharge, as they retreated 
from the fuburbs of Konigfgratz; he, on the 9th 
of Auguft, encamped at Land!hut, and from thence 
proce€ded with a detachment, in order to join the 
army at Franckfort under Count Dohna, where 
he arrived on the 22d; the garrifon of Cuftrin 

· fiill holding out againft the mighty army and in
ceifant fire of the Ruffians, wichout having a 
·havel to cover their heads from the heat of the 
day or the beat of aétion.-His Majefty's forces 
being joined, they were ordered to march at ten 
o'clock the fame night, and next day he paffed 
the Oder, by a bridge thrown over at Gatavife, 
and he took up his quarters at Golaffan. He::e 
·he re'ftèd his army till one o'dock next day at 
noon, and proceeded to Dirmitzel ; where he en
camped and made the neceffary difpofitions for at
tacking the enemy next day. 

On 
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A. D. On the 25th the Pruffian army marched in four 
1 758• columns, three of infantry, and one of cavalry: 

the van-guard confifted of ten battalions, com
Advanceth manded by Lieutenant-General MantuffeU. He 
towardsthe endeavoured by this march to wind round the 
enemy's ' , 
camp. -enemy's left flank : fo thar, having paffed the 

fmall river Mitzel, he filed off by the foreft of 
Maffin, and the village of Bazels, into the plain; 

:.where both infantry and cavalry, fpread them
·felves on the left flank, till they arrived at Zorn
dorff, on the back of the enemy; who bad broke 
·np the fiege of Cuftrin, and drawn up their army 
on a· narrow ground, in four lines ; forming a 
front on .every fide, and furrounded with can
non and chevaux de frize. His Majefty ar-

. rived, in the prefence of the enerny, at eight 
o'clock in the morning, and immediately formed 
in order of battle ; his troops, exafperated at 
the fight of fo many marks of Ruffian cruelty in 
every place, through which they marched, ar
dently wifhed for the opportunity to engage, and 
to avenge their countrymen of fuch cruel enemies. 

R&nt- -r:hey looked upon their prefent fervice to be, in 
rrhJt:rplt 

0

11[ the thiéteft feniè, fibahting for their country; and 
t r u 1:1n 
faldiery . thar nûthing but viétory could deliver it from one 

of the fevereft fcourges, wÎth which Providence 
did ever chaftife a nation. Even the exiftence of 
the Pmffian crown depended on the fortune of 
the day. By the fe means the foldiers, nay the 
King himfelf, might be faid to have been exafpe
rated to a pi teh of military enthufiafm : · and in 

this 
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this enthufiaftic rage they began and fought the tl· D. 

moft bloody confliét during the whole war. 17 5~). 
The aétion beg un at ni ne o' dock in the mo rn- The hattle 

h . l f - begun. - ing (the 25th) near t e vll age o Zort:tdorff, and 
lafted ti11 feven at night. The fire of the anillery 

. was inexpreffible ; for ~wo hours, at leaft, the 
Pruilian artillery rained on the Ruffians like f11owers 
from the heavens. Amidft this furious cannonade, The fury 

the moll: dreadful that ev er man beheld, the Ruffians ~~-u~;ns~ 
frood und~unted. The Mufcovite infantry were 
attacked firft, with an impetuofity enough to 
ftagger the braveft veterans of any civilized na-
tion : but they fiood like images : they fell in 
their ranks, and new regiments preffed forward 
to fupply new Oaughter. They were fo infenfible The intre

of danger, or indifferent, as to their own parti- r~~i~u~~ 
cular fate, that when the firft line had fired away fians. 

ali their cartridges, they obftinately flood in that 
defencelefs condition, to be ihot at, like marks. 
If this may be called refifiance; the Ruffian in-
fantry muft be allowed to have made a very great 
refiftance; and that the only way to gain a viétory · 
over fuch troops, was to deftroy them. The 
llaughter, in courfe, became very great: ·but their 
army was numerous; frefh bodies continually pre-
fented themfelves, and made the moft vigorous 
efforts: 'and if they, who are fatigued, can be 
faid to give way, it is certain that the Pruffian in-
fantry were fo fatigued with the work of carnage, 
that, at length, they gave way, even fo far as to 
make the aétion doubtful on the Pruffian left; 
till General Scidlitz, who commanded the Pruf-

fian 
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A. D. lian caYàlry, feeing them ~ag and faint, and the 
1758

• Ruffian cavalry of their right wing endeavouring 
to improve the advahtage, threw himfelf into 
the chafm, at the head of his own regiment of 

Their ca- guardes du (:ûrps, "ànd the gehd'"anns; roUted the 
~~~11' rou't: Ruffian caval~y, that knew not how to make 

ufe of the advantage, and then feil upon the in
fantry with an impetuofity, they were not à ble to 
withftand: for, being either fpent by the work 
they had already gone through, or difheartened 
by the approach of the horfe, and having loft: 
their fupport, and the wind blowing the duft and 
fmoke in their faces, they fe!I b:àck <1H on a fud
den, broke their ranks in fuch confufion, that 
they fired upon one anotlrer, and plundered their 
own baggage. By this time the Pruffian infantry 
wàs rallied, and being led to the charge by the 

A terrible King in perfon, the flaughter became more fhock-
ilaughter. • h , Th d h R ffi . mg t an ever. ey rove t e u 1ans mto a 

narrow fpace, and continued the fight till feven 
o'dock with fu ch regular fi res, that every fhot had 
its full effeét. 

The Ruffians, forced, at laft, to quit the field 
of battle, formed themfelves into a fquare, in or
der to cover the remaining part of their baggage; 

P :uted hy and paffed the night in that pofition : the clark-
the ill o·ht. r. f h . h -b}" . b h . Ï".:: "' ne1s o t e mg t o 1gmg ot partres to cea1e 
Battle re. hofrilities ; which the King, who likewife main
newed. tained his ground, renewed next morning hy a 
Rnffi:ms cannonade. But the Ruffians foon gave way, 
gm way. abandoning their artillery and a great number of 

colours, ftandards, &c. The King did not give 
them 
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them time nor opportunity to recover ; but har- A. D. 

ra1fed them, ali day, on every quarter. Neither 
17

5
8

• 

~ould he · put a ftop to the effufion of blood. 
The cruelties of all forts committed by the enemy, 
and the fight of the many villages round about, 
which the Ruffiaps had fet on fire, irritated the 
foldiers to fuch a degree, that it was almoft im~ 
poffible to pui: a fi op to the ir fur y. . 

Great dependance had been placed, by the con· Depend

federates againft Pruffia, on the fuccefs of this ~~~~t;oi~~~e 
day. If viftory 1hould declare againft Pruffia, on rhis 

· · bat tle 
her mon arch ·mu ft have fubmitted to the ter ms of · 
the confederacy. If the fortune of the day 1hould 
turn in favour of Pruffia, it was to be feared, not 
only that his Pruffian Majefiy would return with 
more vigour and firength, to complete his fcheme 
in Saxony and Bohemia, but that the Ruffians 
would be difpirited? and brought with difficulty, 
if at .ali, back to favour their operations this cam-
paign. Therefore, when the news of this battle Miîrepre

was carried to Vienna, that court had the addrefs, fehnted by 
, t e court 

or rather the confidence, to decide the fate of the of Vienna .. 

arms, in this engagement, in favour of their con-
federate Ruffians, in order to keep the Czarina in 
good temper towards her engagements x : but 

wh at 

x The account, wbich the court of Vienna has thought fit 
to publifh of this affair, is to this elfeéè: " That on the zsth 
of laft rnonth the Pruffians came up at nine in the rnorning to 

attack the Ruffians, who, in order of baùle, waited for the111 ; 
but the firft charge fucceeded fo ill, that the former were re· 
pulfed with great lofs. The King afterwards made a new a~
tack, which fucceeàed no better than the firft. In fine, tbefe 

VoL. Til. Y two 
~o 
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what is moft furprifing, the very general tha 

wrote to Count Dohna, for leave to bury hi 

dead, afferts his daim to the viétory of this day 

in a letter .to the Ruffian minifter at the Hague'· 
Th 

two attempts having proved fruitlefs, the King, by a mo 

rapid motion, broaght ail his cavalry to the center ; and hav. 
ing thus changed the order of hattie, he caufed his cavalry t 

ride full gallop againft the center of the Ruffian army, whereb 

he feparated the two wings of this army, and forced the le 

to fall back into the moraffes that lay behind it. 

H While this wing was in th at perplexing fituation, it ceaft 

not firing upon its adverfaries, till a large detachment fro 

the right came to its afliftance. This relief enabled it til 

charge in turn, and drive the enemy, who were purfued 1 

fuch a manner, that the fame day, the zsth, it was juft i 

the fame pofition as at the beginning of the battle. The z6 

Cfe Deum was fl.mg in the Ruiiian army, which irr.itated th 

l<.ing of Pruffia to fu ch a degree, th at he immediate! y ordere , 

his army to advance, but was fo weil received by the R 

fians, that he thought fit to oràe1 a retreat : yet,. he made h 

troops return a fecond time to the charge, but they were re 

pulfed again. 
" This relation, which one may look upon as certain, anc 

bearing ail the marks of ftri.tteft truth, !hews how cenfurab 

the Berlin Gazetteer is, for continuing te maintain faéls ab[! 

Iutely invented, and the ftrange exaggeration which he h 

prefumed to utter on this event." 

Y The letter which Cwnt Goloff'kin, the Ruffian minift 

at the Hague, received on &his occafion, was to the followin 

eff'eél. 

Head ~:uters at Grofs Camin, A uguft 31. 

'" l , have the honour to inform your excellency, that o 
the zsth of this moz\th there was a bloody hattie between th 

army undcr my command, and that of Pruffia, commande 

liy the King in perfon, which lafted from nW.e in the mo: 
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The Pruffians challenged the viél:ory, and afiht A. D. 

that their lofs did not exceed 2000 men killed, 
17

S
8

• 
; Lo~ on 

~ounded and pnfoners : but make the ]ofs of the both fides. 

Ruip.ans Io,ooo killed, Io,ooo wounded, and 
moft of them mortal1y, and about 2ooo prifoners: 
befides an ·immenfe rrain of artiHery, thirt.y-feven 
colours, five ftandards, fevera) kettle-drums, and 
their military theft, containing 2oo,oooo 1. fterling 
in fpecie. ' 

Not only thefe extraordinary loffes evidence the 
right of viétory in faveur of his Pruffi~n Majefty; 
but it is clear from the confequences. The King. 
delivered that part of his dominions from his ene
rnies for the ptefent ; and wâs at liberty to march 
direél:ly to the affiftance of his brother. Befides 
the number of prifoners of rank, amongft whom 
were feveral generais, the lofs of fo great a train 
of arti11ery, and the necefficy the Ruffiàns wer~ 
under, to beg le ave ~.J bury their dead z, are cor-

roborating 

ing till ten at night, when the enemy abanqoned the field of 
battle, and retired. The next day we bul"ied the flain. We 
have taken ~wenty-fix pieces of cannon, and a great number 
of fiandards and cotours from the enemy. I am with the 

army in fight of the enemy, and only wait for M. de Roman-
2ow's divifion, which is to join me to-morrow , to purfue and 

. entîrdy difperfe the Pruflians. I do not fend you at this time 
the journal of the army, being too bufy at prefent, but will 

not fail to acquaint your Excellency with what may . after;. 
wards happen. 

FERMER. 

z Letter from General Fermer t~ Count Dohna. 

" As t,his ,day 's hattie ha th left many de ad to be buried, 

and many wounded men to be dreffed on boc-h' 'fides, I have 

Y ~ thou~ht 
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roborating circumftances to confirm the truth' of 
the Pruffian account of the battle and viétory 
over the R~ffian anny nea! Cuftrin a~ 

His 

thought proper to alk your excellency, whether _it yvould not 
be fit to conclude a fufpenfion of arms, for two or three days? 
General Brown, who is extremely weak, by reafon of his 

- wounds, having need of a room, and other conveniencies, 
which are neceffary in .his prefent fituation, ~oft humbly in. 
treats his Majefty to fend a pa!Tport for him and his attendants; 
that he may remove to a proper place. I have the honour to 
be, &c. 
Camp, Auguft 14, 
(25, N. S.) 1758. Count FERMER; 

Count Dohna 's Anfcwer. 
" I have the honour to anfwer the letter, which your Ex

cellency was pleafed to write to me yefterday; and, in confe· 
quence of it; to inform you, that the King, my mafter, having 
gained the hattie, and rem ained mafter of the field, his Ma
jefty will not fail to give the necdfary orders for burying the 
dead, and taking care of the wounded of both fides. His 
Majefty thinks, that a fufpenfion of arms is ufual, in th~ 
cafe of a fiege, but not after a battle. His excellency Gene. 
ra1 Brown, if ftill alive, ihall have the paffports he afks moft 
readily; and all poffible relief ihall be given to the other ge· 
nerals, who are prifoners. 

The cruel burning of villages, which is not yet difconti
nued, ihews an intention not to fpare the King's eftates in any 
ihape: But I ihall not now enter into repetitions, on a fubjeét I 
have fo often mentioned. I ihall only defire your Excellency 
to confider, what confequences fuch cruelties may have, if a 
ftop be not putto them. I have the honour to be, &c. 
Camp, Aug. z6, 1758. Count DoHNA; 

a His Pruffian Majefty 's letter to his minifters abroad, was 
conceived in the following terms. 

Auguft 26. 
'' I would 1:ot defer for a moment' giving you notice of the 

complete viétory which heaven bas juft granteà to my arms 

over 
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His Pruffian Majefty was equally as 'expeditious A. _D. 
• d . h' h ' 7"

8
' m his return, as he had been rapi m ts marc 

. The A uf-
tO Cuftrin. His abfence was no fooner known m tri an s t3 ke 

Bohe- a< ~v a_ntage 
of h1 s Ma-

. .jeO:y's :l b-
()Ver the grand Ruffian army, commanded by General Fermer. fence. 

The hattie was fought yefl:erday, the zsth, between Cut1rin 

and Tumbfel. As' 1 had to do with an army greatly fuperior, 

<lnd provided with a very numerous artillery, the engagement 

was long and obfl:inate, and lafl:ed t-ill the clofe of night; but 

the defeat of the enemy bath been the greater and more de-

cifive. Time will not permit me to enter into a detàil of the 

circumftances of this aétion; I fhall referve a more ample ac. 

count of it till next pofl:. Ali I can tell you now is, that the· 

lofs of the Ruffians is very great. I have taken tluee of their 

tieutenant-generals, many cannon, and their military chefl:. 

My troops fought with uncommon bravery, and like men who 

defended their country. The fe are the firft circumfl:ances I 

can give you of this great event, which will give a new face to 

affairs, and in which heaven feems to have interpofed fo re

rnarkably, in arder to enable me to difappoint the de{l:r_uétjve 

projeéts which my enemies had formed for the · devafiation 
J. 

and ruin of my dominions. 

This letter was foon after followed by a fecond. 

Luben, Sept. 5; 
'' I have at length reaped the fruits of my lall: viétory over 

the Ruffians. Superior as they were in number, even after 

their defeat, they took an advantageous camp three leagues 

from the field of hattie, where they halted till the 3 tll: of Au

guft, to colleét the run-aways, and fecure their retreat. On 

that day they at laft took a refolution to retreàt towards.Po· 

land, by Lanlberg, after fetting fire to the greateft part of_ 

~heir baggage. I have fent General Manteuffel in purfuit of 

them; and General Malchowfl{y hath already bad a11 oppor • . 

tunity to faU upon their rear, and bath taken three pieces of 

cannon. 

y 3 " Whilft 
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Bohem a, than the armies of Auftrians, Saxons 
and Imperialiil:s, which dreaded every motion of 
his troops, fwarmed about the little army he had 
left, under the command of his brother Henry, 
at Dippolfwalde ; and marched wi.th full hopes of 
making themfelves mafiers of Saxony, Silefia, 
and even of Brandenburgh and Lufatia . . M. Daun 
undertook Prince Henry, and~ quitting his fhong 
encampment in the mountains, he brought his 
army to Stolpen, eaft of the Elbe, to eut off ail 
~ommunication with Drefden, and to favour the 
ope1 arions of his party. General Laudohn was 
decached to pillage the circle of Cotbus, &c. which 
he pertormea with great licentioufnefs. Tl)e 
Duke of Deux Ponts, who commanded the army 
of the Empire, entered Saxony, and made him-
felf mafter of Pirna., and of tht: fhong fortrefs of 
Sornenftein. 

Never did a genera] make fuch long and flying 
m~rches, in fo fmall a fpace of rime. Never did 
a powerful enemy difcover greater tokens of fear, 
than his enemies, at his return. His Prufiian 

'-' Whilft I was . employed a.gaintl the Ruffians, Mar!hal 
Daun, as well as the Prince of Deux-Ponts, advanced with 
ali their forces, to the Elbe, to furround my brother Henry. 
which hath determined me to commit the further operations 
againft the Ruffians to Count Dohna, and again to turn my
felf againft the Auftrians. I left the camp at Cuftrin on the 
2d inftant, and am marching to Lufatia, bringing with me a 
good body of forces. I have reached Luben this day, the 
sth, and r. expea to arrive faon enough to difengage my bro
ther He nt y, and difconcert the vaft proje.éts of the Auftrians. 

FREDERICK." 

Majefiy 



THE. LAT E w A K. 343 
' 

Maje!l:y reached Gra!fenheyn, with twenty-four A. D. 

f h 1758. 
battalions and a oreat body o cavalry, on the 9t 
of September, a~d Drefden on the eleventh. As Flty at his re u•n• 
his Majefty advanced, the Auftrians withdrew 
from the frontiers of Branàenburgh ; General 
Laudohn abandoned ali the Lower Lufatia, and 
even the fortrefs of Peitz. Mar!hal Daun re
tired from the neighbourhood of Drefden, and 
feil back as far as Zittau b. 

The 

b Marlhal Daun, having taken advantage of the King's ab
fence, who was gone to :fight the Ruffians, to fall upon Saxony 
with all his forces, in the mon th of J uly la ft, the ar rn y Qf 
the empire having entered it on another fide, by Peterfwalde, 
Count Schmettau, governor of Drefden, thought that place 
in fuch imminent danger, that he found himfelf indifpenfably 

... obliged to take every poffible meafure to guard againft a fur
prize, and to hinder the Auftri~ns from carrying the place 
by a coup de main. An enterprize of this nature would have 
been the more eafy, as moft of the houfes of the fubut:bs, 
from the gate of Pirna to that of Wilfdruft~ abfoluteiy com
mand the body of the town, both by their prodigious height~ 
being fix or {even ftories high, and by their proximity to the 

· rampart. From this confideration Count Schmettau caufed it 
to be declared to the court, by M. de Bofe, chief cup-bearer, 
that as foon as the enemy fhould make a lhew of attacking 
Drefden, he wonld find himfelf unàer the àifagreeable necef. 
ftty of burning the fuburbs; and th at, for that end, he bad 
juft put combuftible matters in the higheft houfes, and thofe 
next the rampart, that his orders for that purpofe might be 
fpeedily executed, whenever the reafons of war obliged him 
to iffue them, in his own defence. The fame declaration was 
made to the magiftrates, the governor having fent for the 
burgo-mafter to come to him. The court and the city earneftly 

implored, that this misfortune might be averted from the in
habitants; but the governor infifted, that it would be indif-

y t Fenfably 
' ' 
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A. D. Thefe motions were fl:rong indications of ter
I758· ror-; but an overfight in the encampment of the 

i~:"''s Pruffian army foon changed the fcene, and fpi
oper~tions. rited up Count Daun into a refolution to furprize 

their right Bank. Though his Pruffian Majefty 

had joined his brother, he was not in a condition 

to diflodge the Imperialifis from the !hong camp 

penfably neceffary to come to tb at extremity, if the enemy 
themfelves would pay no refpeét to the royal refidence; and 

caufed every thing to be got ready for the execution of his 

threats. 
Mean while the city, as well as the flates of Saxony, who 

were then affembleù at Drefden, fent a deputation to M. de 

13orcke, the King's mini!l:er, to intreat him to intercede with 

the governor in their behalf. M. de Borcke, after conferring 

with Count Schmettau, anfwered them, that it depended on 

the court and the city themfelves, to prevent the attacking of 

Drefden ; but that if the Au!l:rians fhould attack it, it would 
" be impoffible to fpare the fuburbs, the houfes of which com-

manded the ramparts, the governor having exprefs orders to 

defend himfelf to the laft extremity. The rninifter, at the 

f~me time, pointed out to them the imminent danger to which 

the city and the ca!l:lè, and even the royal family, would be 

expofed, if he fhould be forced to come to th at extremity, as 

the fire of the fuburb conld not fail, without a miracle, to 

reach the town and make terrible havock : He at the fame 

tim e conjured the deputies of the flates, to ufe their utmoft 

endeavours to divert the flo rm, and not to confider the go

vernor's declaration' as a vain threat, for he could aifure them , 
upon his honour, that upon the firing of the firfi cannon againft 

the town, they would fee the fuburbs on fire. 

Marlbal Daun happily changed his refolution, upon the 

King's approach, who v.: as returning \ iélorious from Zorn

dorfF; and the governor of Drefden, yidd · ng to the entrearies 

of the inn:1bitants , ordered the combuftible matters, with 

which he had filled the houfcs, to be removed. 

2 • • 
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at Pi rna·, nor to attack M. Da un, encamped more A· D. 
1758. 

ftrongly at Stolpen, with bridges of communica-
tion caft over the Elbe. He had no hopes in any 
other rneans, than 'fo to plaçe himfelf, as to be 
able to eut off their provifions. With this inten-
tion his Majefty marched to Bautzen, in which 
ftation he could communicate with Prince Henry's 
army, cover Brandenburg and fuccour Silefia; 
which obliged Daun to retreat to Zittau ; and 
from thence to Rittlirz ; in hopes of forne fa
vourable circumftance to enable him to attack the . 
Pruffians with advantage, or to prevent the King 
from fuccoming Silefia, where the liege of Neis 
was formed. As the Auftrian general retired, Ardl:riaM 

, . . a·etreat. 
his Majefty advanced, w1th the like hopes to force 
him to a battle, or to penetrate into Silefia. Ge
neral Retzow was, for thar purpofe, detached to 
take poffeffion of W eiffen berg, wh ir h he effeéted. 

1 
The whole army marched, difpoffeifed the Auftnans 
from the village of Huchkirchen, and encamped 
in its neighbourhood : but negleéted to . occupy King•s 

the heights, that commanded that village. This overllght. 
. . M. Daun 

overfight was readdy 1mproved by M. Daun. takes the 

By this way it was poffible to penetrate through advantage. 

the flank of the enemv: and th at was fufficient to 
J 

difconcert, and in ail probability, to ruin the whole 
Pruffian ar my. The cautious Da un feized the 
opportunity, and concerted meafures with the Im
perial general, for carrying his defign into execu
tion; employed the flower of his whole army i11 

this important fervice, and pitched upon a very 
clark night for the furprize. The night between 

\ 

the 
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A. D. the 1 3th and 14th of Oétober, favoured his d , 
175 8· fign. It was not only clark, but very foggy. T. 

~~~ar:~is troops moved, in three columns, with great fe 
tents. crecy, and after gaining the heights, above-me 

tioned, they pou red down upon the village of Huc 
kirchen, eut to pieces a few comparues pofied in i , 

How con
tiuéled. 

M . Keith 
killed. 

Ki"g of 
Pruffia's 
conduél 
and bra
very. 

and gained poffeffion of thar advantageous poft. 
This fhock was fo fudden and unexpeéted th 

the Pruffians had not time to fi:rike their tent 
before the enemy was furiou!ly cutting their wa 
in the midft of rheir camp. The three colum 
were fo weil conduéted, that they arrived at the 
refpeél:ive fl:ations without confufion, before the 
were difcovered. The Pruffians ran to their arm 
half naked ; and without any oràer. The alti 
began at Huchkirchen about four o'clock in th 
morning, and was continued forne time before th 
King was fufficiently apprized thereof. · How 
ever~ his general officers in thar quarter made 
vigorous fi:and, and without regard to precedenc( 
or regiment, affembled, arranged and led ·rhe 
troops, thar could ger their. arms, up to the at 
rack. In the beginning of this engagement Mar
fhal Keith was killed by two mufke~-ba1ls; an 
Prince Francis, of Bru nf wick, loft his head by a 
cannon-bail, as he was mounting his horfe. The 
lofs of two fuch principal commanders increafed 
the danger, as weil as di.fficulties of this battle. 
The King had the whole conduét upon his own 
hands, when he moft wanted affiftance. 

The King, alarmecl in the midfi: of an horrid 
carnage., exerted aU his perfonal aétivity, recol

leétion 
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leétion and addrefs, and made the befr difpofitions, A. D. •?si. 
and oppofed the efforts of the enemy in the beft 
manner he could, in fo dark a night and fuch 
confufion. He was prefent every where, animating 
his troops with the greateft prefence of mind, and 
by expofing his own perlon to the fame dangers, 
which he called upon them to face. A <:011duét 
thac ferved him in more ftead, at that critical 
junéture, than his arms ; and in forne meafure 
prevented the unfortunate blow, under which his 
caufe might probably have funk. 

M. Daun had undertaken the grand attack ofNot ahle 

h P ffi . h . h h K. to draw t e ru 1an ng t wmg, w ere t e mg corn- help from 

manded, and had taken proper me.afures not only hi.s left 
wmg. 

to furprife, but to deprive it of all means of re-
inforcement.- So that, when his Pruffian Majefry 
grew diffident of his own ftrength, and found 
himfelf hard preffed, he could get no affiftance 
from his left wing, which was at that inftant vi
goroufiy attacked by the Auftrians, when he fent 
for a large detachment from thence, to reinforcf; 
his right wing. However, this wo~1ld not have 
be en . fufficient to oblige hi rn to retreat, had the 
attack on the village of Huchkirchen fail~d. The 
poffeffion of this poft determined the fate of the 
day. The difpute was hotte fi: there. M. Da un 
charged General Laudhon with thar part of the 
attack. Tlù8 general, as above, furprized the 
free companies in it, and eut them to pieces. The 
Pruffians, fenfible of the importance of this vil
lage, attacked the Auftrians with the utmofl: fury; 
bllt they were reJ>ulfed~ once, twice and thrice, 

with 
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A. D. with equal bravery on both fides. Y et a four 
'17)-8. ft 

affault carried the poft after a moft ob inate a 

bloody difpute. M. Daun's fcheme dependi 

chiefly on the poffeffion of this village, he was th 

refolved to make every poffible effort to regain i 

and by reiterated attacks, with frefh troops co 

tinually pouring clown upon it, he drove t 

Pruffians out, at lafi:, but not.without an exceedi 

great l9fs of his men. 

Jterolves to · Th us depri·ved of his be!l: officers ; not in 

~etrcat. condition to draw any advantage from his lefi 

driven out of his moft important po!l:; havi 

loft a great number of men and officers; and d 

pairing of viétory, his Majefty refolved to retr 

about nine o'clock in the morning: and thouo 

ln good the foldiers had never been properly drawn up 
~rder, d b rr. d b h · order, an were em arraue y t e1r tents, whi~ 

continued ftanding during the whole aCtion, t 

retreat was performed in good order, and witho 

further lofs, to the aftonifhment of ali, under t 

cover of a great fire from the Pruffian artille 

which on that occafion was placed in the center 

his van. 

:Remarks There is fomething extremely furprizi 
on this ac- h h h' } J ff~ · d r. 
tion. t roug out t IS w 10 e a air: an I rom ev6 

point rays of glory encircle his Prullian 

j efty. Here we read of an army under 

command of the greateft generais of the age, 

prized in fuch a fatal manner, th at the out-gua 

could not give the alarm of the enemy's approa 

Here alfo we. read of an inferior army (urprize 

their ileep; runnmg half nake.d to - their arn 

recover; 
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recovering their order; fighting defperately for A. D. 
17 ,s. 

five hours, and at laft making fuch an orderly re-
tr.eat, that the enemy durft not purfue. Here the 
King's generalfhip appeared with the greateft luftre, 
when he moft wanted wifdom and com:age~ The 
wing attacke'd was at . a great diftance' from his own 
quarters : two of his principal commanders of it 
were nain at the firft onfet; others were ~aken pri~ 
foners; the whole wing were ready to turn their 
backs upon the enemy : _ ye~ his Majefty gal
lopped up to the feat of greateft dan_ger, drew' 
forne regul'arity from diforder~ arranged t4e diffcrent 
corps, altered pofitions, reinforced weak _pofts, 
encouraged the foldiery; twice repulfed the enemy; 
attacked them four · times ; and being overborn 
only by numbers and fatigue, made an orderly re-
treat. Thefe are aEtions that were never found 
in any general before, and are to be looked for 
only in that grand refource of military abilities the 
King of Pruffia. 

His Prufiian Majefty feil back with his right His own 

wing to W eiffenbouro-: his left remained at Baut- ac~ount of 
t::: thts battle. 

zem : and he fixed h1s head quarters at Doberf-
chutz or Deebruchutz; from whence he wrote to 
all his minifters at foreign courts, " Having ac-
~ ' quainted you by the laft c poft with the firft cir-

" cumftances 

c Whitehall, Oélober 24-. 
This morning a meffenger arrived at the Earl of Holder

neffe's office, with letters ,from Andrew Mitchell1 Efq; his 
M ajefiy's minifter to the King of Pruffia, dated the 16th in
fiant from Drefden, importing, 

'Th at 
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'' cumftances of the aétion on the r 4th, 1 no 
" fend the annèxed relation d of rhat affair, whi 

That on the 14th, at four in the morning, the right wi 
of the Pruffian army, encamped at Hoh-Kircb, was une 
peaedly attacked br. the Au.!l:rians, and put into forne confl 
fion; but that the brave refiftance made by the regiments 
the Margrave Charles, and the Prince of Pruffia, gave · 
to the reft of the troops to get under arms ; and that, 
J{ing of Pruffia coming in perfon to that part of the atm 
the enemy was repulfed. His Pruffian Majefty afterw 

· thought proper to remove his - camp from Hoh-Kirch, a 
retire with his right wing towards Budiffin ; fo that the poft 
now oècupies, is between Budiffin and Weilfenburg, with t 

head quarters at Deebruchutz. 
Marihal Keith, and Prince Francis of Brunfwick, were o 

fortunately killed in the confufion at the beginning of the 
tion. Prince Maurice of Ddfau, and Major-General Geül 
are fiightly wounded. 

4 An authentic relation, hy the King of Pruflia, of the hat 
on tbe 1 1 th i".Jlant. 

lh the night between the 1 3th and 14-th, M. Daun attack 
our right, and as, befides the obfcurity of the night, whi 
was extremely dark, there was a very thick fog, the pandour: 
having difiodged our battalion franc, which were at thê e 
tremity of our flank, flipped by into t.'le ,·illage and fet it 
fire, which obliged the battalion that covered the flank of t 

village to abandon it and retire to forne difiance ; the Auftria 
made feveral attempts to get by the village, but were repul[J 
as well by our infantry as our cavalry: at the fame time Gene 
ral Retzow, was attacked by the Prince of Durlach, but aft1 
having repulfed the enemy and taken 300 prifoners, he cam 
to join the army, of which the left was attacked at the fam 
time that it bad received orders to re-inferee the right. 1 
confequence of thefe orders , the battalion de Seleift was d 
tached, and had nearly eftè(ted its purpofe, but being too f: 
advanced, to repulfe the enemyJ could not re-join the arm: 

ar 
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tc you may boldly pubiifh in the place where you 
" are, · as an authentic piece, written according to 
" the moft exaél: truth; in which I own my lofs, 

and was therefore obliged to throw down their arros. The 
poft on the right had been fuftained four hours and a half, and 
Ït was ten o'clock in the morning when our arrny received or
ders to retire. General Retzow joined it, and it now occupies 
the poft ot Biertitz and Dobrefchutz. We have loft Marfhal 
Keith and Prince Francis of Brunfwick, who can never be 
fufficiently regretted. Prince Maurice of Anhalt is wounded, 
and as he was going to Bautzen in a coach was taken prifoner. 
General de Geift is wounded in the arm, and Crockrow of 
.the curaffiers in the fhoulder. 

The King, the Margrave, and aU the generais prefent in 
the aél:ion, received contufions, or bad horfes fhot under them. 
We cannat exaél:ly eftimate our lofs, but are fure it does not 
exceed 3000. The darknefs of the night prevented the regi
ment on the right from ftriking their tents, which greatly in
commoded them, ~d in confequence of which they fell into 
the enemy's hands; thefe, however, are misfortunes which in 
the chances of war, are fometimes inevitable. We have 
about soo of the enemy prifoners, among whom is the Gene
ral, Marquis de Vittelefchi. We hope foon to give the public 
better news.-To this relation it may be added, th at fince the 
writing of it our lofs is much diminilhed by the return of a 
great number of foldiers, who were fcattered in the confufion. 
The lofs of the enemy is known to be far more confiderablc 
~han ours. 

The Ruffian army is decamped from Stargard and is march
ing with great precipitation by Reetz and Kalie$, two ~owns 
in the New Marche, on the frontiers of Poland. 

Marlhal Keith was fhot dead the firfl: difcharge of the ene
my's mufquetry. He received the bullët in his breafl:, dropt 
down, and never fpoke a word afterward. 

P.rince Francis of Brunfwick received his death by a cannon 
baU, which <:arried off his head juft as he was mounting his 
borfc. 

~' which 

35t 
A.D. 
1758· 
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" which · is not great, without having recourfe to 

" fuch falfities as· the court of Vienna and Peterf. 

" burg ufually•fp.read on fuch occafions. Y ou fee 

" alfo by this detail that it was not a hattie, but 

" an attack of pofts only; by which the Auftrian 

" gained no other advantage, than that of diOodg 

" ing my troops from an eminence, without darin 

'' to follow me, an~ without being able to fore 
" me to retire above half a league, where 1 kee 

"my ground and wait for them, ready to begin 

" fecond engagement, as foon as the opportuni 
" o.ffers. lt 1s certain that the lofs of the enem 
" is much greater than mine; a circumftance, o 

" which you will not fail to avail yourfelf: tha 

" the Auftrians may not impofe upon the publi 
4

' by falfe and exaggerated relations e.'~ 
Confide 

e The reader may judge of the juilnefs of his Pruffian Ma 

jefty's remarks by the account that follows. firft publilhed i 
the Bruffels Gazette, Oétober 30 . 

.Account of the hattlefought the 14-th of Olloh~r, 1758, at Hoc 

Kirchen in Lujatia, hy the Imperial t.md Royal nrmy under Fiel. 

Mmjhal Count Daun, and of the complete <villory it ohtain 

tJ<Ver that of the King of Prujfa, commanded hy the J(jng i 

perfon. 

" The enemy marched on the loth inftant, and came an 

.encamped i.n fight of the imperial and royal ar my, their rigH 

occupying the eminences of Hoch-Kirchen, and their left e 
tending to Kottitz. The King of Pruffia made the mo 

hafte to take th at pofi.rion, as he judged it moft necelfary bo 

to fecure the communic:uion with Silefia, by Garlitz, and al 

to fupport the body of troops, about 8ooo ftrong, \vhich o 

cupied the advantageous camp of Weiifenberg, and which 

n:folved to attack on the 11 th, and eut off from the main bod 
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Confider this reprefentation of the affair at Hock
kerchen, and it will be found that his Pruffian 

Majefl:y's 

of the army. This motion of the King determined the Mar· 
!hal to ad vance his right: he caufed the hill of Stromberg to 
be immediately occupied by five battalions, and the village of 
Gloffe by four battalions of grenadiers. Both thefe pofis 
could be fupported by the right wing of the army. There was 
no time to lofe in taking this pofition, which hindered the Pruf
fians from ma~ching to Gorlitz, without giving them hattie. 
The King advanced towards the imperial and royal army; and 
at the fame time the corps of Weiffenberg made a motion to 
take poffeffion of the hill of Stromberg, and confequently of 
the road to Gorlitz ; but feeing their defign prevented, this 
corps returned to their former pofi. 

On the 11th, the Maril1al reconnoitred .the pofition of the 
f;:nemy, and refolved to attack their right wing, though cover
ed by the eminences, and the pofi of Hoch-Kirchen. The 
intrenchments and batteries upon the eminences, and at the 
village of Hoch-Kirchen, on which the King made his men 
work continualt'y, rendered the execution of this defign very 
difficult. To make it fucceed, it was neceffary to find a way 
through the thick woods behind our army, to come at the ene
my with advantage. To judge by the event, it fhould feern, 
th at the King of Pruffia never dreamt of the poffibility of fuch 
an enterprize. The advantageous pofition of the imperial 
and royal army feemed indeed to render it moft expedient to 
wait for the enemy, who could not execute their defigrr'with
out coming to a general aétion; but as foon as the marfhal 
was informed, th at the obftacle, occafioned by the difficulty of 
the roads, might be removed, the ardeur of the officers and 
private men, who were moft eager to engage, and the fecurity 
of the enemy, who by their motions appeared to have not the 
leaft expeétation of being attacked, confirmed him in the re
folution to begin the attack, notwithfianding the great difficul
ties he had to furmount. 

The Marfhal no fooner laid thefe motives before the gene
ral officers of his army, than an artack was unanimoufly re-

VoL. III. Z folved 
~8 

353 
A. D. 
17 58· 



~54 

A.D. 
1]58. 

THE GENERAL HIS.TORY OF 

Majefty's greatef.l: lofs happened in the death oj 

his favourite general M. Keith. This was an U· 

reparablt 

folved on. It was to have be en executed the 1 3th ; but th• 

large compaifs which the artillery was obliged to make, an 

the obftacles which fiood in the way of forne difpofitions ne 

ceffary for fecuring the fuccefs of the enterprize, made it b 

deferred till next day. The more to deceive the King of Pruj 

fia, the mar !hal had on the 1 1 th cauf cd barricades of crees t 

be mad~ in the wood on his left, that is to fay, ~ppofite to th 

right wmg of the enemy ; and redoubts to be ra1fed at prop 

diftances along the front of his own army. At the fame t" 
M. de Laudohn had orders to poft hirnfelf near this wood. 

AU thefe difpofitions being at lait cornpleted, the Marfhal 

plan was executed with all poffible exaélnefs. The differe 

columns and the artillery, deftined for the at tack, having tr 

verfed the woods by very difficult roads, arrived about four· 

the rnorning, within gun ihot of che advanced pofts of t 

enerny, without being percei ved. A t five o'clock ali the co 

lumns attacked at once; and though !orne à eferters had go 

over to the enemy in the nigh t, tht:ir r eports only ferved t 

increafe their fc.cu rity ; for all that th ey could tell them wa• 

th?t our le fe marched bacb ards. Before day -light the a 

vanced o-uards of the col..1mns, and the cor os und er M. de La 
b . ~ 

dohn, bad with great bravery made themlè lves mafters of t 

poli of Hoch -Kirchen, and alto of the eminences behind tll 
camp. A t day-break o~:r foot were poJl"dfed of the eminence. 

aud were formed in a rder of ba:tle in the \'ery camp of tH 

Pruffians . A few minutes airer this the Duke of Arernben 

atta k ed their left, and made himfelf malter alfo of the n 

doubts the encmv had th cre. N otwi thftandino- the obfiinat 
• b 

defence of tht: enen1y, they were forcc:d to yie!d to the vÎ\'l 

city of the artack mad~ by our infantry, which, wi thout b 

ing fupported by :utill::ry, broke their rat;ks in forne pl ac 

fword in ha nd, in o· hers with their bayonets fix.:d , 

Our ·an- gu:ud and grenadiers feei ng the enemy driven fro 

Hocl1 Kirch-:n, .-.r:d their righ t retirino-. liHenino- only to cH 
;:, iJ • 

a rd ou 

1 
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reparable misfortune to lofe fo great a mafier ex

perienced in the art of war. But every other 
damage 

ardour of their zeal, purfued them, contrary to the Marfhal's 

exprefs orders. Mean time the enemy's infantry rallied, and 

obliged ours to retire. At the fame inftant Hoch-Kirchen was 

attacked by the flower of the Pruilian troops, and the fire of 

the artillery andfmall arms began to be extremely hot. 

The enemy, after returning three times to the charge, at 

length made themfelves mafiers of part of the village: but as 

the fate of the day depended upon that poft, they met with the 
moft vigorous refiftance. To fufiain this poft, the regiments 
of Clerici, Bathyani, Stachtenberg, Vieux-Colloredo, and 

after them thofe of Arbers, Los-Rios, and Puella, were made 

to ad vance fucce:ffi v el y, as alfo the carabiniers and horfe gre

nadiers, under the command of the Cou nt d' Ayfias. The 

regiment of Clerki fuffered greatly on this occafion ; but that 

of Bathyani took four colours, and 300 prifoners. Whilft the 

madhal was doing his utmoft to fupport our troops at Hoch
Kirchen, the reft of our left kept a continuai fire upon the 

enemy without coming to a clofe engagement, till they were 

fure that we fhould be abfolutely mafiers of that important poft. 
The unfhaken firmnefs of the imperial and royal troops hav

ing at length deprived the Pruilians of all hope of retaking; it, 

they retired und er the fi re of a numerous artillery, which was 

placed in the center of their camp. Field-Madhal Keith, 

who commanded the right of the enemy in this bloody hattie, 

was killed, as were Prince Francis of Brunfwick and General 

Kleift. The former was interred, after the hattie, with ail 
the honours due to his rank. 

While the battle was fought with fo great warmth on that 

fi de, the horfe of our le ft were forced to gi ve way ; but by the 

indefatigable zeal of Count O'Donnel, · general of horfe, and 

the other generais, they were immediately rallied ; Count 
Lafcy, on his fide, with five companies of horfe grenadiers 

and carabiniers, draughted from the regiments of Deux-Ponts, 

O'Donnel, Serbelloni, Anfpach, and BuccoiV, fell upon the 

Z z enemy's 

355 
A. D. 
l75~il. 



THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

damage of his army m1ght be eafily repaired. 
Therefore we fee his Majefty waiting for the ene

my 

enemy's foot which were marching againft our left. The 
bravery of thefe troops foon recovered our former advantages, 
and the conduél: of the general, who commanded them, greatly 

contributed to the fuccefs of the aél:ion. M. de Tillier, major
general, merits the fame praife. Both difplayed, on this me

~orable day, no lefs 1kill than bravery. 
The terrible fire of the Pruilian arüllery and fmall arms 

having greatly thinned the ranks of our foot, the madhal 

made them dofe as much as poilible, and again led them 
againft the enemy. At the fame time, Baron Buccow and 

the Duke of Aremberg, forced their way through defiles, 
which they bad orders to pafs; and the continuai fire they 
made upon the en emy, forced them to retire. A part of the 
infantry and cavalry, which compofed the corps at Wei.Jfem

berg, attempted to go to the affiftance of the lefr of the Pruf
{jans: but Baron Buccow immediate! y caufed the regiments of 

O'Donnel and Anhalt Zerbft, cornmanded by the Generals 
Count de Zollern and Bettow, to ad,·ance, who attacked the 

head of this reinforcement with fo rouch vigour, that it was 
no fooner attacked, than routed. 

Seeing themfdves thus vanquiJ11ed Ol'l every fide, not by fu

Feriority of nuœbers, but fol ly by the valour of our troops, 
the enemy retireù, to gain the eminences behind them, which 
favoured their retreat. At nine o'clock their fire fl.ackened 

confiderably, and they wholly retired to the plain of Predlitz, 

where the good countenance of their cavalry gave the reft of 
their army time to form. 

All was over by ten, and the Marihal fent M. de Laudohn, 
with three regiments of drageons, viz. thofe of Lowenfiein. 
Deux-Ponts, and Dannfiadt, to purfue the enemy. 

We took the who le camp of the Pruilians and all their bag
gage. The regim ;;.ts of their right \VÎng had fcarce time to 

take up their arms. The number of c nnon we took at the 

beginning of the afFair, during the action, and in the purfuit, 
amounts 
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my at about half a league diftance from the field A. 
of battle, (if this attack of poils m:1y be allowed 
that name) and daring the Aufirians to return to 
the charge, but without effeél:. Daun refumed his M. D1 

. d c fi H l d conduc old fcheme of aéhng upon the e1en 1ve. e 1a :1.fter th 
paid very dear, in this la ft afr:ür, for hazarding an b:tttle. 

attack under the moft favourable circumftances to 
promiCe him fuccefs. I-Iaving miffed of his aim, 
where he fought with every advanrage on his fide; 
he dared not rifk another battle, upon equal terms, 

3mounts to 101, among which are eight Z+t and thirty-feven 
tz pounders. A great quantity of ammunition and warltke 
implements have al fo fallen into our bands, and more are fiill 
bringing in, as well as artillery. We have taken upwards of 
28 colours and two ftandards from the enemy. Thefe un
~oubted proofs of vittory were prefented on the 18th to their 
Imperial and Royal Majefiies by M. de Tillier. 

We may compute the lofs of the enemy already, in killed, 
wounded, anddeferters, at Io,ooo at leafi. We cannotjufily 
tell what our lofs is. 

The great number of dead that covered the ground, and 
the cold, which began to be very fevere, determined the mar
fual to make the troops, already greatly fatigued, return to 
.their old camp. His excellency, however, left the brigade of 
Count Colloredo, with the companies of grenadiers and cara
biniers, Oi1 the field of battle, to bury the de ad, and take care 
of the wounded~ The camp, of which we made ourfelves 
mafi:ers, was given up to be pillaged. According to the ad
vices we have received, the enemy encamped the night after 
the battle at Klein Bautzen." 

By a lift annexed to the above relation, the Auftrians make 
tbe total of their ki!Jed 1 ozo; and of their wounded 39-z • 1 ' the mdling not mentioned. Thus by the Au.ftrian accounts 
of their lofs, it excceded that of the Pruffians by forne thou
fands, the whole lofs of the latter in killed, wounded and 
miiling, èejng only 3000 men. 

z 3 with. 



358 
A. D. 
1758. 

King 0f 
Pruilia 's 
conduél. 

Marches 
to the re
lief of . 
Neifs. 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

wirh a general and an army, rendered more vigi-· 
-lant and refolure by the check they had received, 
anq eager to wipe off that imaginary difgrace of 
fuffering an enemy~ thar fiew from them by day, 
to furprize them afieep in their tents, like thieves, 
under the cover of the night. For, this very 
Daun, who boafied of his dubious viEtory, in!tead 
of purfuing the Pruffians, or feeking to improve 
his pretended fuccefs in the late aéhon, entrenched 
his forces up to the teeth, and fortified himfelf 
with a numerous artillery on the eminences abouç 
his camp, to fecure his army from an attack, by 
thofe he vainly reprefented to be a vanquiihed 
enemy, 

His Pruffian Majefty in this fituation, having 
no hopes to draw the Aufrrians to a fair engage,
ment, and taught, by experience, the danger of 
attacking them in fuch an advantageous camp: 
feejng alfo the neceffity of his immediate affiftance 
bath in Saxony, to counteraEt the united force of 
the Aufirians and Imperialiil:s, and in Silefia, al
ready over-run by the Auftrians, and upon the 
eve of forcing Neifs to furrender to his enemies, 
determined in this dilemma, not to watch the un
certain motions of M. Daun, nor to prefer t~e 
covering of Saxony, to his more important in
tereft in Silefia, he ordered a large detachment to 
march under Prince Henry from Saxony, to en
~ble him to raife the fie ge of N eifs , and on th_e 
24th of OEtober, broke up his own camp at Dq
herfchutz, and marched to Garlitz. Howe~er, 
t~is was not clone w~~h that fecrecy, but Da~m was 

fooq 
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faon apprjzed of ir, and penetrated into the King's A. D. 

1758. intention. Gorlitz was a poft, which would give 
the party in poffeffion a confiderable advantage. 
The Auftrian general therefore made a pufh to f~- Purfued 

cme it before the Pruffians : But they got no fur- ~u~~~an s. 
ther than Landfcron. Here a f1{irmi fh enfued 
with the Pruffian vanguard. The Auftrians were Auftri an ~ 
worfl:ed and loft 8oo men; by which D :mn loft ali worftd. 

the advantages gained at Hochkirchen, and his 
advantageous encampment after thar aél:ion. Ge-
neral Laudohn was detached with 24,000 men to 
follow the Pruffians, but with no effeéL The 
road was entirely open from Goditz into Silella, 
and his Pruffian Majefty purfued his march with-
out any material interruption to Noffen in the 
neighbourhood of Neifs; where his whole army 
arrived on the 6th of November. 

N eifs had been invefted ev er fin ce the 4th of 
Auguft, and profecuted with the utmoft vigour 
by the Generais Harfch and de Ville, from the 
3d of Oél:ober. The garrifon defended it with The Ki_ng 

Il. b d . d r. d arnves 1n t he greaten ravery, erermtne not to 1urren er the neigh-

without the King's fpecial order; who, to their bourh?od 
of Neds . 

great joy, advanced to their relief on the 7th of 
November. The A ufl:rian General immediatd y S;t> g:e of 

raifed the fiege, leaving a confiderable quantity ~c:fs raif

of ammunirion and ftores behind him r, and re-

f zz,ooo cannon halls of z4.lb. wt. 23,000 ditto of tz lb. 
wt. 1700 bomb fh.ells of 75lb. wt. 3900 ditto so lb. wt. 6 1oo 
ditto of 30 lb. wt. 6ooo ditto of 10 and 7 lb, wt. zoo.ooo 
granadoes; soo iron crow~. zooo joill:s, 500 thick pi<Ulks fer 
b;\tteries, and 1 o gunpowder magazines. 

z 4 p:~fièd 
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A. D. paffed the Neifs; but not without confiderable 
1 75 8• lofs; for General Trdkow, the governor of Neifs, 

Tft ~e An- who bad behaved with fo much gallantry and con-nanspur-
fued. duét in the fiege, fallied out upon the fugitives, 

and eut between feven and 8oo pandours to pieces. 
Re tirefram The Auftrians, who had blockaded Cofel for forne 
before Co- . · d h · d d t. b ft f iel. ume, rece1ve t e pamc, an ma e tue e o 

M. Daun 
m ed itate5 
the reduc
tion of 
Saxon y. 

their way to jo in the arm y re ti red from bef ore 
Neifs; and thefe united retreatEd with great pre
cipitation into Auft1 ian Silefia and Bohemia. 

Thus the main point, which was laboured by 
M. Daun, to prevent the King of Pruffia's raif
ing the fiege of Neifs, after the aétion at Hock
kirchen, being rendered abortive; his next point 
in view was to take the ad vanta ge of his Majefty 's 
abfence, and the confiderable diftance of his ar my, 
to wreil: Saxony out of his poifeffion . So that 

· having failed of fecuring the pafs at Garlitz, the 
Auftrian General, formed a fcheme to reduce 
Drefden, Leipfick, and Torgau. For this pur
pofe, he undertook Drefden with the main body 
_of his own ar my: he committed the reduétion of 
Leipfick, to the Prince de Deuxponts: and Tor
gau, to a corps under General Haddick: on a 
prefumption, that Prince Henry had not fu.fficient 
frrength to maintain his ground. 

M arches Intent upon this plan of operations, and hav. 
toDrefden. • .c bll- n.. h' h C mg no 1orce to o urULL · IS marc , ount Da un, 

on the 6th of November, paffed the Elbe at Pirna, 
with 6o,ooo men, in expeél:ation of the furrender 
of Drefden u~on his appearance. The army of 
the Empire had eut off Prince Henry's commu-

nication 
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nication with Leipfl(;k, and had alfo invelled it. A. D. 

Genera] Haddick marched with all expedition to 1
75

8
• 

Torgau. 
· Prince Henry in t 1efe ftraits, threw himfelf into Prince 

h . f D f" ' d . d t h Ii d Henry re •. t e City o re1aen, an retlre to tne ot er 1 e treats. 

of t" e Elbe, and left General Schmettau, with 
1 2,ooo men, to defend the city, of great extent 
and adly fonified. The Auftrian General, on Daun ap

the 7th, the very day his Pruffian J\1Jjefl:y raifed }~;~-s~1~ef
the Iiege of Peifs, convinced the governor, that cleu. 

his defign was againft the capital, and drave him Thegover

to the neceffity to replace the combuftibles in the ;~;.er 1;0~. 
houfes of th·e fuburbs, which furround the city its defence. 

ditch and command the ramparts, and bad been 
removed in the J uly preceeding, when Da un re-
tired from bef ore that city, on -the approach of 
the King of Pruffia, in his return from chaftifing 
the Ruffians near Cuflr in. 

The neceffity of this refolution · is accounted Re:1foiH 

for, from the weaknefs of the fuburbs; it being ~o r b,urn ... 
, mg t11e 

impoffible for the goverçor to prevent the ene- fuburbs. 

my's getting poffeffion of them by a coup de main; 
moft of the houfes within the fuburbs, from the 

gate of Pi rna to the gate of Wilfdruff, command-
ing the body of the town, not only by their proxi-
mity ro the ramparts, but by their prodigious 
height of [even and eight fl:ories. However this 
was a moft deplorable expedient to fave the city. 
For, rhefe fuburbs were equal to one of the fineft 
cities in Eu1ope, and much fuperior to Dref.::len 
within the walls; both on account of its frate! y 
buildings, inhabitants, and curious manufaéèories. 

The 
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A. D. The governor informed the court, by M. àe 
17 S

8
· Bofe, the chief cup-bearer, of his refolution, That 

~~.e~~:~r- if the en~my's army iliould approach the fuburbs, 
notice of

1 
he would that inf!:ant fet fire to them. Who re

this refo u-
tion. ceived for anfwer, That the hands of the court 

The an- being tied, they were obliged to acquiefce in aU 
fwer of the . fr d . h l fr . . 
Saxon Circum ances, an wa1t t e a extrem1t1es ; 
court. therefore the governor might follow the motion of 

his own will, or do whatever he thought he could 

anfwer. Accordingly on the 8 rh, the enemy's 
advanced troops having attacked the huffars and 
independent battalions, pofi:ed at Streiffen and 
Gruene-Wiefe, and the Aufi:rians might find 
means, as the night drew on, to find their way 
pell-mell into the fuburb, by repelling and pur-

Out guards fuing the advanced poils, he firfr detached Colonel 
placed. Itzenplitz, with 700 men and forne pieces of can

non, on the 9th in the morning, to take pofr in 
the redoubts furrounding the fuburbs, to fupport 
the huffars and independent battalions in cafe of 
need ; and rhen abom noon, fo refeeing aU his 

r: ndea- care that way would be to no purpofe, he renewed 

;~~ ... :·;n~othe his remonfl:rance to the magiftrates of the town, 
r uin of the thar it would be abfolutely incumbent upon him to 
fuburbs . 

fet fire to the fuburbs, upon the firfl: appearance 
of an Auftrian in them: and further told them, 
thar this would be the lafl: notice he fhould give 
them. But he got no other anfwer from them, 

but fhrugging of fnoulders and deploring the 
misfortune of their fellow citizens; thouah the 

0 

governor told them, thar it was in the power of 
their court to aven the calamity. 

While 
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Wh ile the governor tried thefe fair means to pre- A. D. 

vent a conflagration, the Aull:rian van-guard at- 1 7~ 8 · 
tacked the advanced pofts, and forced the hu!fars ~~,~~~~~ 
and Monjou's independent battalion to quit the advanced 

. pofts. 
great garden and renre into the fuburbs. They 
then attacked the fmall redoubts, forced three of 
them, and penetrated to Zinzindorff-houfe, and 
the draw bridge of Pirna gate, on which they 
left one foldier killed ; and during this attack, 
the enemy's cannon played into the city. Y et the 
go vern or did not proceed to extremities. Though 
this was an open attack upon both the fuburbs and 
the town,--.,.no houfe was fet on fi.re. The cannon Driven 

upon the ramparts drove the Aufl:rians back, and ~:~~obi.the 
before night he .obliged them to quit the redoubts. 
In the mean time, the army under General Izen-
plitz marched through the city, paifed the Elbe, 
and ~ncamped under the cannon of the New 
Town. General Meyer was charged with the de~ 
fence of the fuburbs, with his independent barra-
lions, and four others, with pofitive orders to fet 
preto them, if he fou nd reafon to proceed to that 
~xrrerpjty, after giving notice to th~ inhabitants. 

The pn~parations for an a!fault, by the enemy's Auftri;1ns 

ereétino- of batteries and plantin 0o- cannon in the prep~rc 
1
to 

o attack t 1e 
night, and the fmart fire upon thofe, who were city. 

fent beyond th~ barriers to reconnoitre, ·being re-
ported to the governor, and he being convinced., 

fhat his ftrength was in no çondition to p~event 
the Auftrians making themfelves mafters of the 
fuburbs, becapfe the height Qf the houfès obftruét-
çd the ferviçe of the cannop from the ramparts, 

an cl 
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A.D. 
175 8. 

Suburbs 
ordered to 
be bm-nt. 

and the niagiftrates and court not willing to inter
pofe in fuch a critical junéî:ure, he permitted Ge
neral Mayer to give the figna1, and at three in the 
morning of the Ioth, the greatefl: part of the 
fuburb of Pi rna, the houfes adjoining to the ditch, 
and two of the fuburb of vVilfdorff, were in 
flames g. The fix battalions, with the 700 men 
from the redoubts entered the town by the three 
gates, which were immediate! y barricaded; and 
after fix in the morning, there was not a Pruffian 

in the fuburbs; notwithftanding the many falfe
hoods publifhed on this occafion, by the court of 
Vienna, to impeach the humanity of the Pruffian 
general : though the court of Drefden were fo fen
fi ble of his humane conduét, that they thanked 
him for the good order he caufed to be ob
ferved during thefe troubles. 

M.Daun 
remo n
itrates a
gainft this · 

M. Daun pretended to be greatly furprized at 
the fight of thefe flames, and fent Colonel Sa-

proceed- g A lifi of the hoz{e.r hurnt in tbe /~>~hurhs of Drefden, from the 
!ng. 

certifie ale jigned by the judges. 
Houfes, feven in the fifhmongers quarter; 141 in the ram 

quarter; 82 in Pirna quarter; one in Halbe Gaffe quarter; 

two in Seethor quarter; nine in Poppitz quarter; 23 in the 
bailiwick quarter; the excife houfe, as alfo the excife houfe 

q.nd guard hou fe at Pirna gate, and the excife and guard houfes 
at Seethor. In ail z8o houfes. 

Peifons !ti/led or burt. 

In ram quarter; t\VO aged perfons burnt. 

In Pirna quarter; a burgher killed by a cannon bail from 

the town; a girl of 14, and a widow wounded. 

In Poppitz ' quarter; a woman killed by the inde pendent 
. b.attalion. 

:voiiky, 
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voilky to Count Schmettau, the governor, to en
quire, ' Whether it wa.s by arder, that the fuburbs 
were burnt in a royal refidence, which, he faid, 
was a thing unheard of among Chrifrians ; and 
that he hoped that the city of Drefden would not 
be treated in the fame rnanner. The rnarfhal 
further fent his compliments to the court, and 
threatened the governor to be made refponfible, 
in his perfon, for what had been clone, and for 
what rnight be clone againft this royal refidence.' 
Count Schmettau returned for anfwer, ' That he The go~ 

vernorTs 
had the honour to be known to the rnarfhal; that anfwer~ 
he had orders to defend the town to the laft man : 
that his Excellency was too weil acquainted with 
war, to be ignorant that the deftruétion of the 
fuburbs, which the rnar!hal bad attacked, was ac
cording to rule : that if he attacked the town the 
governor would defend himfelf from houfe to · 
houfe, and from ftreet to !heer, with the in-
fantry of the whole army ; and then, if driven 
to the extremity, he would make his laft effort 
in the royal palace, rather than abandon the ciry 
contrary to the command of his royal mafter.' 

Laud were the outcries againft this aéè of mili- Campi;: in.._ 

tary power in a neutra! city, and the refidence ofed ofEaH 
over u~ 

a fovereign Prince. The governor, Count Schmet- rope. 

tau, cxculpated himfelf of any aét of cruelty or 
i-nhumanity, by the teftimony of M. de Bofe, the 
cup-bearer, whom his Excellency employed in ali 
his meffages on this occafion to the court : and 
further by a certifiè:ate of the magiftrates of Dref
den, and of the judges of the fuburbs of the fame 

city 
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city h; in con tradiébon to the memorial of the Saxon 

minifier, the Refident M. Porikau's memorial to 
the 

11 The letter from M. de :s'ofe, chief cup-bearer to the court 

of Drefden, to Count Schmettau. 

~' 1 have the honour to acquaint your E,.cellency, in an

fwer to what you wFote to me this day; I muft own that ever 

fince you had the government of Drefden, I informed you of 
aU that his Royai Highnefs charged me co tell you in his 

name, and I have likewîfe reporte'd to his Highnefs, yout 

Excellency's anfwers. 

" As ta the firft point, I alfo remember very weil, that 

y our Excelle ney charged me, in the mon th of J uly, to re

prefent to his Royal Highnefs, that if Marfhal Daun 1hould 

attack the city, y ou muft fet fi re to the fuburbs, particulariy 

the houfes th at adjoined to the di teh; into which houfes, your 

Excellency immediately ordered combullibles to be put. I 
alfo remember, that upon the felicitations, which his Royal 

Highnefs made, by me, to your E xcellency, you ordered 

them to be removed wh en Mar!l al Daun retired; and of this 

1 alfo made an humble report. 

" It is alfo true, that when Marfhal D aun was at Locke

witz, on the 1 8th of November laft, y our Excellency charged 

me to acquaint his Royal Highnefs, in your name, that, if 

Mar!hal Daun fhould approach near the town, and attack it, 

you fhould be obliged to burn the fuburbs, and the houfes ad

joining the tO\Yn ditch. Although I made feveral remonfirances 

to your Excellency from the court, you declared, that you was 

ordered by the King y our mafler, to defend yourfelf to the 

laft extremity, and th at y ou could not change y our meafures, 

unlefs Marfhal Daun ihould be prevailc::d with not to attack 

the town. To which I anfwered, in his Royal Highnefs's 

name, that he knew nothing of Marfl1al Daun's defigns; that 

he could not intermeddle in the operations of war, and would 

confequently be obliged to endure what he could not hinder. 

" Lailly, it is weil known, that your Excellency, during 

the fire, took every poilible meafure in the town, to rrevent 

the fe 
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the diet of the Empire. ln which it is fet forth, A. D. 

'' That by the violence of the flames, which was 1758
• 

k At the diet 
ept of the Em ... 

pire. 
thefe exceffes and diforders, which might have been appre-

hended; and his Royal Highnefs charged me to return you his 
thanks for it. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Dec. 4· 1758. JoACHIM FREDERIC de BosE.'~ 

Certificate of the magiftrates of Drefden. 

In confequence of orders received from his Excellency 
Count Schmettau, lieutenant general and governor, we certify 

what we know concerning the burning of the fuburbs. Two 

perfons were burnt to death, two killed, three burt, by the 

bre, and two wounded by the foldiers. 

We never heard, in any fhape, of a waggon full of goods, 
which they were endeavouring to fave, and which it was pre
tended was covered with combuflibles, and fo fet on fire ; nor 
of ninety perfons faid to have perifhed at the Hart, nor of the 

Auftrian troops, who, it is pretended, affifted in exting,uiihing 

the flames. 
Drefden, Dec. 4, 1758. (L. S.) The magiftrates of Drefdeu. 

Certificate of the judges of the fuburb of Drefdcn. 

We the judges of the fuburb of Drefden, certify, and atteff, 
that at the tim~ of the calamiry that hath juft happened, things 
paffed in this manner. The combuil:ibles were re-piaced on 
the 7th of November: and the rnagiflrates ordered ali the 
judges to a :tend them: accordingly, Simon Stelzner, judge; 
John Chriflian, alderman; John Michael Faber, and John 
Chriftian Kretfchmar, judges, attended, and were told, (be
ing enjoined at the fame time, to acquaint the other judges 
with it) to provide the houfes with water, to give notice to the 
landlords, and to keep the pumps re:1dy, and endeavour co 
affift one another ; becaufe, if any misfortune fhould happen, 
the people of the town could not come to our affifiancc, nor 

~uld we go to their's; and of thi.s, we informed ali the burghers. 

On 

http://afhftar.ce
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kept up by red-hot balls fired into the houfes and 
along the ftreets, the whole was infiantly on fire.
That a fhoemaker, endeavouring to fave his in
fant on a pillow, from burning in the flames, was 
ftopped by a volunteer, who fnatched the babe 
from him, and threw it into the flames.---That 
a man having got his moveables loaded in a wag
gon, had them fiopped by a Pruffian foldier, who 
covered the waggon with pitch, and fet it on fire. 
That a multitude of people, of ail ages, inha
bitants of thofe populous fuburbs, perifhed amidft 
the flames.---Th at in the fingle inn, called the 
Golden-Hart, ninety perifhed.---Th at the Auftrian 
army beheld thefe horrible aéts with indignation 
and rage. That they iènt 500 carpenters into the 
fuburbs, to endeavour to extinguifh the flames, 
and that, melting wirh compaffion, their general 

On the 8th and 9th the A uftrian ar my approached the town; 
and on the 9th, the Auftrian huffars forced their way ta the 
fuburb of Pirna, and to Zinzendorf houfe. 

On the Ioth, at two in the morning, fire was fet to t'he 
quarters at Pirna, Ram, and \Yillàorf, \\nich confumed z66 
houfes in ail. 

There have been therefore in all, two perfons burnt, a man 
and a woman, greatly advanced in years, and whom it was 
impofiible ta faye; two killed, and two wounded. 

What bas been faid of a waggon is falfe; and it is equally 
falfe that ninety perfons perifhed at the Hart; only four per
fons in all having loft their lives, as we have jult mentioned. 
Laftl y, it is falfe, that the Auftrian carpenters afiifted us in 
extinguifhing the fire. We never faw one of them. 

W e certify, that ali the above is ftriéUy confarmable to 
truth. 

Dec. 1' I7_cï8. Signed by the ten judges of Drefden~ 

tried 
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tried every method to prevent them." Such were A . D. 
Lj 58• 

the infamous methods made ufe of by his cne-
mies, to fi ir up an animofity, and kindle a hatred 
againft his Prufiian l\1ajefty ; the grcateft poten-
tates upon earth, as they would be ell:eemed, in
venting, or countenancing the moft notorious 
fiétions, to deprive him of the affeétions of good 
men by the ir lies, w hom they were not able to 

deil:roy by their arm~. 
M. Daun, deceived in his hopes to take Dref- ~iege bin 

10rtn e-
den by a coup de main, made a .!hew of an inten- gun , 

ti on to befiege it in for rn : but t~ news of N eifs 
being relieved; and of the retreat of the Aulhians 
before the King of Pruffia ; and that his Majeil:y 
was returning to Saxony with his ufual rapidity, 
and ftrengthened by fuccefs, he raifed the fiege 
on the 1 7th, three da ys be fore the King could 
get to Drefden : and retired, with the army of the M : DJun 

E . lfc . B h . retires. mptre a o, mto o em1a. 
As to the fate of Leipfick and Torgau. Count The fi eges 

h d d h . h h of Leipfi ck. Do na was or ere to marc Wlt 12,000 to t e and T or-

relief of Torgau. The fame orders were fent to gau raifed. 

General Wedel, who with a fmall army obferved 
the motions of the Swedes : who, being neareft 
to the place, threw himfelf into Torgau, before 
Haddick arrived there, and repulfed him with 
lofs; when he made his attack. Count Dohna, 
being come up foon after, they united and pur-
fued the Auil:rians as far as Eulenburg. The fa te 
of Haddick, and the approach of the Pruffians, 
ftruck fuch a terror, that the Prince of Deux Ponts 
did alfo raiîe the fiege of Leipfièk. 

VoL. HI. A a T he 
28 
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A. D. The Aufl:rian operations bad failed them. No 
1758

· one advantaaewas gained: and there were no more 
Aufhians ho f .c h' Th M fh l and Impe- attempts t ought o 10r t lS year. e ar a 
~·i~!~lts re- having got all his forces into Bohemia and Aufl:rian 

Silefia, endeavoured to place them in fuch a rnan

ner for the winter; as to form an imrnenfe chain 
Winter- • of troops ; fo as to cover the frontiers of Silefia 
quarters, 
how form- and Saxony, and to communicate with the Impe-
ed. rial army, which continued the chain from thence, 

through Thuringia and Franconia; where this 

army joined the quarters of Prince de Soubize, 

extending weflward, along the courfe of the Main 

and Lahn, to meer thofe of Mar.fhal Contades, 

which ftretched to the Rhine, and conneél:ed the 

chain qulre to the Maefe, fo as to command the 

whole courfe of the Rhine, upwards and down
wards. 

The ope- The Swedes, who, in the beginning of this year, 
ra tions of r d r h · Il. 1 · p ffi M 
theSw.edes . 1eeme averte to t e war agamu 11s ru 1an a-

jefiy ï, were encouraged to enter upon aétion by 

the abfence of the Pruffian troops, obliged to un

dertake more import ant fervices than to watch çhft 
Th ~ ir pro- moti.ons of fo èefp icable an enemy. Count Ha
gr<::~s. 

mil ton, who commanded the Swedifh army, having 

no force to oppofe him, when D ohna was marched 

with his t roops ro wa tch the motions of the Ruf

fians, ·and being reinforced wi th a confiderable 

number· of men, took the field , diîlodaed the 
b 

fcw Pr uffians left in the front ier towns, recovered 

Sweiifu Pomerania, entered the Pr uHian territori~s 

See page If+, 1 +s. Vol. fil. 

and 
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and threatened Berlin itfelf with plunder and de- A. D. 

vaftation; for his detachments penetrated as far as ' 75
8

· 

Zenderick and Fehrbellin, and within twenty-five 
miles of thar capital. 

In this invafion the Swedes ]eft fuch marks of Their bar• 

barbarity and cruelty, that it !hould feem the ba.riry. 

parties of the grand confederacy againft Pruffia 
had engaged to exceed each other in aéts of inhu-
rnanity. The Swedes, who, in former wars, had 
always maintained the charaéter of a brave and 
generous enemy, debafed their martial fpirit with 
a meannefs, that is the ftrongeft indication of 
cruelty in a fordid mind. Though their ftrength 
did now exceed the force oppofed to them, at leaft 
as four to one, they djd nothing but forage, pil-
fer, pillage, raife contributions, &c. Except 
fetting fire to houfes, they furpaffed all their confe-
derates in this manner of making war; and where-
ever they came, they behaved worfe than Cof-
facks and Calrnucks. For as they had no ma-
gazines formed, nor took proper meafures to be 
fupplied wirh provifions, they ftripped every place, 
where-ever they came, quite bare. ln a great 
number of villages, they not only carried away 
the produce of the earth, the catrle and horfes, 
which the-y afrerwards fold to the J ews ; but allo, 
by order from rheir fuperiors, they trampled down 
and deftroyed the feed in the ground. 

General Wedd was detached from Saxony, with Repulf~d . 

a body of troops, to check and repulfe thefe 
cruel invade ,·s. Wedel arrived at Berlin, with 
eleven thoufand effeétive men, on the 2orh of 

A a 2 ~ep--
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September. General Hamilton immediately re
treated, at the approach of the Pruffians, leaving 
a garrifon of 1400 men in Fehrbellin, in order to 
ftop the Pruffian army in the purfuit of his main 
body, and with orders to defend the p1ace to the 
very laft extremity. According1y they fuffered a 
fevere cannonade, by which every houfe in the town 
was damaged; and then they difputed the ground 
from houfe to houfe. But the valour of the Pruf-

T heir lofs. fian grenadiers prevailed, and the Swedes were at 
laft driven out, having loft soo men 14 officers 
killed ; be fides 2 2 2 priva te men and forne officers 
made prifoners. Du ring this aél:ion the Prince of 
Bevern, who had been releafed, and retired to 
his government at Stettin, purfued the Swedifh 
army with a detachment, harraffed their rear, and 
ruined a battalion of volunteers, of whom 72 
were taken prifoner, and 200 were flain. Which 
put an end to the fears of the city of Berlin, and 
obliged the enemy to evacuate the Pruffian ter
ritories, and feek for fafety once more under their 
own cannon of Stralfund; where they entered 
into winter quarters; and General Hamilton threw 
up his command, and reGgned ali his employ
ments, rather than be laid under the odious ne
ceffity of executing orders againft the innocent 
and he1plef;:;, without power to face an enemy in 
the field. 

Siege of General Fermor, afcet the battle of Zorndorf, 
Colberg. was fenfible, that he could not maintain his 

ground in Pomerania, during the winter; except 
he could make himfelf mafter of a fea-port in that 

pro-
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province, and thereby open a communication with A. D. 

17 58. -Ruffia by fea. Colberg, a fmall fea-port on the 
Baltick, and very indifferently fortified, prefented 
itfelf, as the mofl: certain objeét for his defign. 
With this intention 1 s,ooo Ruffians were de-
tached; who arrived before Colberg on the 3d of 
Oétober, and opened their trenches in form, but Repul fe d. 

with fuch little fuccefs, that after twenty-fix days, 
Major Heydon, their !Jrave governor, without 
ar~y reinforcement or fuccours of any kind, ob-
liged them to raife the liege. In which difgrace- , 
ful manner the whole Ruffian army evacuated Po-
merania, and fought for winter quarters beyond 
the Viftula k. 

Th us 

k In the night between the z6th and 27th ofOélober, the 
Ruffians before Colberg gave two fucceffive aifaults; but in 
both were repulfed, with the lofs of forne hundred men. 
Every thing wa~ prepared for a general aifault on the 29th, 
and troops were put into barges, in order to go clown the river 
Perfante, under the cannon of the town; but ad vice being re
ceived th.at Major-General Platen had defeated a Ruffian de
tachment near Greiifenburg, and that he was advancing by 
Treptow, the Ruffians determined the fame day to raife the 
f1ege, to bum their bridge of communication upon the Per
fante, and retire on the other ftde of the river. 

The garrifon feized this opportunity to fally out, under Lieu
tenant- Colonel Schladen, and ruin the batteries and other 
works that had been raifed by the Ruffians. Thefe, who 
were not yet gone far, endeavoured to eut off the detachment 
th at fallied out; but being drawn under the cannon of the 
fortrefs, they were beat off with confiderable lofs. They re
treated by Collin towards Bublitz, on the frontiers of Pola nd. 

In this march they compleated the ruin of the villages 
through which they paifed, il:ripping the inhabitants of every 

A a 3 thing 
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A. D. Thus we conclude the campaign in Germany, 
175

8
· between the King of Pruffia and his moft formid-

Conclufion bl . A . h' h c . . 
oftheKmg a e enem1es. campatgn, w 1c 10r Its vanety 
of Pru!lla's of ev'ents and the fpirit and conduél: of his Ma~ 
campa1gn. ' • 

Hi s vari
ous for
tune. 

jefl:y, exèeeds ali examples. We in the begin-

ing beheld him, with admiration, invading Mo

ravia and invefting Olmutz: and ail his fucceifes 

defeated, by one unfortunate firoke. vVe faw 

him, with amazement, rife up viél:orious out of 

diftrefs ; penerrating into Bohemia, in fpire of a 

fuperior army at his heels, obliging Koninfgratz to 

open her gares to him; marching to the Oder, rou t

ing an army of Ruffians three times the numoer 

of his own ; returning to Saxon y, and driving the, 

Imperial and Auftriap armies before him. And, 

though he loft his moft able generais, and fuffered 

fo great a lofs in his men and in his camp at 

Hochkirchen, his Majeily found fufficient re

fource in his mi!itary abilities, alternately to re

lieve Silefia from an Aufhian army, and to oblige 

the Auftrians and Imperialifts once more ro eva

cuate Saxony; when he had ro conrend with 

armies, thar weïe each of them greatly fuperior 

to his in numbers, and commanded by generais 

G reat abi- of approved courage and known experience. Six 
lJu es and . . 
fuccefs. fieges were ra1fed, at Colberg, at Nelffe, at Cofel, 

at Drefden, at Torgau and at Leipfick, by him 

or his generais ; and his Pruffian Majefty could 

not be faid to have loft one inch of ground this 

thing of v;:tlue, killing the cattle, and throwing into bogs the 

forage and grain they could not carry off; befides committing 

an infinite number of other diforders not lefs enormous. 

year, 
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year, notwithftanding he was attacked by fo many 
formidab]e armies. 

375 
A.D. 
1758. 

Though thefe are the principal aét:ions between M cafures 

the belligerants in Germany, during the year f-~~~~:~d 0 ~~ 
1758, it is requifite for their illuftration, to lay the Aulhi-

b 1: h d r . ) h" h . an confe-eJOre t e rea er 10me partK:ll ars, w IC were In- deracy. 

tended to favour the enemies of Great Britain and 
their allies. 

It has been frequently reprefented as a fiate A gain ft 

invention, that relio-ion bad ali y rnare in the po- th e Pro t~ -
b • fl: ant n:h-

]itical views, and powerful alliance between Aufhia g ion. 

and her allies : But, if reafon may be permitted 
to prefide, where jud gment is to be pafièd on the 
proceedings of the Imperial court, this year, it 
cannot be difputed, thar there was ·not a fettled 
intention to crufh the three great protefl:ant powers 
in Germany, by an open proll:Îtution of the powers 
lodged by the Germannic con!htution in the Aulic 
council. For, on the 21ft Ôf Auguft the fen tence D ccree of 

of the ban of the empire was confirmed . bv the the A u
1

iic 
• CO U IJC I 

Aulic council (the laft court of appeal from the againll: the 
. . . t hree P ru -

dyet of the emptre) agatnfl: the K1ng of Pruffia ; tell:ant 

and, at the fame rime, three deCïecs, or mandates, pvwers. 

werc iffued ngainfr three other protefl:ant members 
of the empire: the firfl: againil the King of Great 
Britain, as Eleétor of Brunfwick Lunenburgh ; 
the fecond agai'nft the Duke of Brunfwick Wolf
fenbuttle; and the third againft the Count of 
Lippe Buckeburgh. In thar againft his Britannic 
1\tlajefty the ban of the empire was threatened, 
for having joined his troops to thofe of the Eleétor 
of Brandenburgb, and raking into his pay the 

A a 4 fore:~ 
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A. D. forces of feveral princes, in order to fupport that 
1 
57 8• Eleétor's rebelli0n ;---for having ravaged the coun

tries of Hilde!heim,. Ofnaburg and Munfter ;--
for having taken a Pruffian general to command 
his troops, and \vith force and arms. invaded the 
countries of Paderborn, Juliers, Bergue, Cologne, 
Liege and Brabant, taking towns, befieging ci
ties, raifing contributions, and feizing the reve
nues; and lafdy, for bringing foreign troops into 
the empirE, taking poffeffion of Embden, and op· 
preffing his co-eftates. His Majefty, for the fe 
offences, was ordered to withdraw . his foreign 
troops from German y immediately; to defift from 
fupporting the rebellion of the Eleétor of Bran
denburgh; to difband the troops he has taken 
into his pay; to make good the damages he had 
already done ; to give fecurity for his good beha"v·iour 
for tbe future; and, lafl:ly, to join his contingent 
to the army of the empire, in orcier to puni!h, 
in an exenJplary mann er, the rebellion th at had 
been raifed, in open . violation of the Imperial 
decrees. 

His _Bri- Such an attempt, in favour of France, to tye 
t ann tc l'v'b. - • • 
jefl:y, ~l ee - the hands of his Bntannic Ma.Jefty, Eleétor of 
tor of H a- IJ & f d J: d' h' G . d n over' s re- : :~anover, C. rom e1en mg lS ermanmc 0-

ply. · mmions, and fuccouring his allies, from an en emy 
unjuftly and unprovoked attacking, plundering, 
burning and Iaying their countries, villages, and 
towns defol.He, required a moft explicit reply from 
the Eleétor of Hanover : and accordingly Baron 
Gemmingen, eleéî:oral minifter ofBrunfwick Lune
ba mg, prefented a memorial to the dyet of the 

Empire, 
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Empire, in which he fufficiently expofed the inÏ·· A. D.

quity of the mandate of the A ulic council, and ' 7 5
8
• 

the ingratitude of the Emperor and Emprefs
~een, which could endeavour fo ungratefully 
to rewa_rd the fervices clone by his Majefty to the 
Houfe of Aufiria; as follows : " His Britannic His Bri

MaJ"dly durin(!' the one and thirty years of his ~annicMa• 
. ' • o • jePcy, E lec-

glonous re1gn, hath obferved fo trreproachable a tor o~ Ha-

d .n. d Il h" Il. f h E . nover s me-con lll.L towar s a IS co-euates o t e mpue, marial to 

without diftinétion of relia-ion that no Prince of the die t of 
o ' the E m-

the Empire hath received greater proofs of efteem pire . 

and confidence than he can produce. His Ma- . 
jefty hath, as much as the weakeft ftates, always 
obferved right and juflice. On the death of the 
Emperor Charles VI. he beheld the time, which 
will be a memorable a:ra in the hiftory of the 
Houfe of Aufiria, when the crown of Francè 
poured numerous armies into the Empire to ex-
tirpate that Houfe, and make itfelf mailer of 
Germany. His Majefty, in his double capacity 
of King and Elet1:or, placed himfelf in the breach; 
he led in perfon the auxiliary army of her Ma-
jeil:y the Emprefs-Q!:1een, the greateft part of which 
was compofed of his own troops: at the battle of 
Dettingen he expofed his facred perfon for that 
princefs; and his Royal Highnefs, the Duke of 
Cumberland, his fon, ftill bears the fcars of 
wounds there received. 

The year 1745, when his prefent Imperial Ma
jefty was chofen Emperor, is fiill recent in the 
,memory of ail the ftates of the Empire, as well 
as the pains, which his Britannic Majefly took 

upon 
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upon that occafion. He purchafed the preferva_ 

tion of the Houfe of Auftria, which was effeél:ed 

by the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, with the blood 

and trea.fure of his fubjeél:s, and by means of the 

moft important conquefts of his crown. He 

hath endeavoured to maintain the Imperial crown 

in that Houfe, by negociations for the eleétion of 

a King of the Romans. The treaty of fucceffion 

concluded with the Duke of Modena, and the 

aggrandifement refulting from it to the Houfe of 
Auftria, were owing to his Majefty's friendlliip." 

After [etting forth the ingratitude of the Houfe 

of A~fhia, it proceeds thus : 
" His Majefty, as Eleétor, is charged, firfr, 

With not conforming to the refolutions taken the 

1 7th of J anuary, and 9th of May, laft year; 
but, on the contrary, refufing his concurrence, 
and declaring for a neutrality : fecondly, With 

givi.ng fuccours, aid, and affiftance, to his Ma

jefiy the King of Pruffia, entering into an alliance 

with that Prince, joining his t.roops to thofe of 

Pruffia, under the command of a general in the 
fervice of his Pruffian Majefiy, of fending Eng
lifh troops into Germany, and making them take 

poff'effion of the city of Embden, and employing 

the auxiliary troops of forne other ftates of the 

Empire: and, thirdly, Ir is comp1ained that con_ 

tributions have been exaél:ed, in his Majefty's 

name, of divers ftares of the Empire. 

With regard to the firft charge, it is very true 

that, in the deliberations of the cliet of the Em

pire, the beginning of lafi year, it was given as 

1 his 
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his M:1jefty's opinion, as well as that of moft of 
his proteft:ant co-eftates., that the prefent troubles 
fhould be amicably terminated. His Majefl:y, in 
giving his opinion, had, as ufnal, no other view 
than what equity and the good of the Germannic 
Empire feemed to him to require. Wharever judg
ment !hall be formed of the unhappy war that 
hath broke out, the public will al ways remember, 
that by a bare declaration of her Majefty the Em
prefs-~leen, " Thar fhe would not attack his 
Pruffian Majefty," the rupture would have been 
avoided, and the effu6on of much blood, as weil 
as the defolation of Germany, prevented. The 
fia tes th at have fuffe red by the calamiries of the 
war, may judge whether the way, that was taken, 
was the fhorteil: for the re-eftablifhment of peace, 
fo much to be defir·ed; and whether it were not 
to be wiChed, thar, l.aying afide ali private views, 
hi-s Britannic Majeft-y's propofal had been fol
lowed. 

It is true, his Majefty took no part in the refo
]utions which were contrary to his fentiments. 
But the laws of the Empire have not thereby re
ceived the leail: infringement. The quefl:ion, ~he~ 
ther in materia colle.étarum, the majority be fuffi
cient, has been referred ad comitia imperii, by the 
inflrumentum P. W. Art. v. §. 52. and is yet un
decided. It is not by the plurality of voices, 
that it can be there determined, but only by 
means of an amicabJe accommodation ; fince 
otherwife that refe ,n-ef) ce would have been a very 
ufelefs courfe ; an·d it was well known, at the ne-

gocia-

379 
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gociations for the peace of Wefiphalia, wha~ was 
the tendency of the opinion of the Catholic ftates, 
which formed the majority; thofe very fiates, and 
ali the other members of the Empire, ought how
evèr to confider wei!, whether it be their effential 
interefi to acknowledge, in the prefent cafe, that 
every fl:ate of the Empire is obliged to fubmit to 
the majority of votes, in matters of confent, as in 
the prefent cafe; which the principal Catholic 
Eleél:ors have in other cafes denied; and which 
will certainly be retorted upon them in proper 
ti me. 

But whatever principles fhall be affumed, with 
regard to this queftion, nothing is more evident, 
than that, confidering circumftances and the fitua
tion of the affair then and now in quefrion, his 
Majefty could never be required to give his 
troops to comply with thofe refolutions of the 
Empire. Ail Germany knows, though the de. 
cree of the Aulic Imperial council fays not a word 
about ir, that at the very rime when thofe refolu
tions were taken, his Majefty's Eleéioral domi
nions were moft unjuftly threatened with an in
vafion by France. In the month of March, that 
year, the court of Vienna figned a convention 
with France, by virtue of which the enemy was 
to pafs the Wefer in the month of July, and enter 
the King,s territories. This invafion was made 
accordingly. The Emprefs-Qpeen joined her own 
troops to thofe of France; and, in return, ilipu
lated by fo]emn treaties figned before-hand, to 
hav~ half of the contributions that ihould be ex-

aéted. 
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aéted. The damage which the King's fubjeB:s 
fuffered by this firft invafion, exc~ufive of the 
fums, which the provinces were to furnirn (and 
which have been paid out of the royal demefnes) 
amounted to feveral millions. And ftill the un
juft rage of his Majefty's enemies was not ex
haufted. The French army, which entered on 
another fide, under the command of the Prince 
de Soubife, in company with the troops of Wir
temberg, which the reigning Duke, a thing of 
which there is no example, led himfelf, under a 
French general, againft a co-eftate, hath again 
invaded, for the fecond time, his Majefty's domi
nions and thofe of his allies ; exaéted infupport
able contributions ; carried off the King's officers, 
en tire] y foraged the country, and plundered feveral 
places, and committed the greateft diforders, whilft 
the court of Vienna boafts of having ordered this 
invafion (the fole end of which was to ravage the 
King's domini?ns and thofe of Heffe) as a~ effeél: 
of its magnanimity, and as a merit with the Ger-
mannic body. . 

If, in fuch circumftances, his Majefty fhould 
be required to fufpend the preparations, he has. 
begun, and join the troops, that he wants for. his 
own defence, to thofe, which, from the arbitt:ary 
views of the court of Vienna, are ·led againft his 
Pruffian Majefty, by a Prince who doth not be
long to the generality of the Empire, and~ on 
whom the command hath been conferred, with
out a previous conclufum of the Germannic body ; 
the right of the ftates of the Empire: to defend 

the ru-
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themfelves, when fuch defence fquares not with 
the views of the Imperial court, ought at the fame 
time to be fettled. It is hoped that things are 
not y et come to this pafs in German y. Self
defence Î's the mo fr urgent dury. The refolutions 
of the Empire cannot deprive the meaneft man, 
rnuch lefs a free ftate, and an Eleêtor of the Em
pire, of this right ; nor require him to join the 
troops, he wants for that end, to thofe, which, 
jointly with the troops of France, have invaded 
his country, and 1hared in the contributions there 
extorted. 

ln the fecond place, his Majefty doth not deny 
that he hath entered into an alliance with the 
:J(ing of Pruffia, which is enti.rely conformable to 
the rules of right: But as he is accounrable to 

God alone for what he doth as King, on the orher 
hand, in the report macle of what he has done as 
Eleélor, the times, which preceded, have been con
founded with thofe thar followed the French inva
fion. From the beginning of laft year his Ma. 
jefty took every method to fhew, th at the only 
thing he aimed at, wirhout taking part, orher
wife, in the war, was te oppofe the French fo
reign troops, knowing tbat they were fent only 
to invade his Eleétorate, as indeed rhey have em
ployed themfelves almoil: ~ holly in ruining eftates 
comprehended under the guaranry oi the Empire, 
as weil thofe of the Duke of Saxon y. of the Er
neftine line, of the Duke of Brunfwick Wolfen
buttle, the Landgrave of Heffe Caifel, and the 
Count of Lippe·Scham 1bourg, as thofe of his 

l\1ajefty. 
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Majefty. This juft intention, founded on the 
laws, from which his Majefty hath been fo far 
from derogating in the fmalleft matter, that no 
inftance thereof hath been, or can be brought, 
did not, neverthelefs, hinder the French troops, 
who wer~ furni!hed with the Emperor's letters re
~uifitorial, from entering Germany in the avowoo 
quality of auxiliary troops to the Emprefs-~een, 
in company with thofe of the Houfe of Auftria 
and the EleB:or Palatine. The Empire hath 
already been informed, on the 3d of December 
laft year, of the firft propofals made, both to the 
Imperial court and the court of France, for a~ 

amicable determination of differences ; propofals, 
which could not have been rejeél:ed, had not an 
hoftile attack been refolved on. Thefe offers, 
which, from the manner in which they were re
€eived, his Majefty hath reafon to regret that he 
ever made, leave no Ihadow of plaufibility to the 
reproaches that may be made on account of the ' 
engagement that enfued, in whatever light the 
King of Pruffia's caufe may be confidered. His 
Majefty is, indeed, fully perfuaded, that he might, 
at any time, have entered into an alliance with 
thar Prince for their common defence ; but n(j 
one can doubt, th at in this urgent neceffity, w hen 
he was left alone, he had a right to feek affift
a.nce, where it could be got. No fault can pof
Libly be found with thar, which the King of Pruf
fia gave bim to deliver the Eleétoral ftàtes of 
Brunfwick, and thofe of Wolfenbuttle, Heffe aud 
Buckebomg. The very nature of this deliver-

ance, 
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A. D. ance, and the prudence and bravery with which 
1 7S8· it hath been effeéted, have acquired immortal 

glory to his moft Serene Highnefs Duke Ferdi
nand of Brunfwick.Lunebourg (who doth not 
command the King's army as a Pruffian general ;) 
a glory, which is the greater, the more laudable 
it is for that Prince to have delivered, from fuch 
heavy and unjuft oppreffion, the dominions of a 
King, from. whofe fami]y he is defcended, and 
principalities in which he drew his firfr breath; 
where his anceftors have reigned, and where the 
Duke his brother ftill reigns. lt is with an 
equally juft right that this Duke, with the Duke 
of Saxe Gotha, the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel and 
the Count of Schaumbourge-Lippe, put their 
troops into his Majefty pay. Pofierity will hardly 
believe, that at a time when Auftrian, Palatine 
and Wurtemberg auxiliaries were employed to 
invade the countries belonging to ftates of the 
Empire, other members of the Germannic body, 
who employed auxiliaries in their defmce, were 
threatened with the ban. His Majefty ordered 
the Engli!h troops to be fent over, and poffeffion 
to be taken of Embden, in his quality of King; 
and hath no occafion to give account thereof to 
any. Mean while the laws of the Empire permit 
the ftates thereof to make ufe of foreign troops 
in their own defence; they forbid only the in
troduétion of them into the Empire to invade the 
dominions of another, as the Emprefs-QEeen 
bath clone. 

In 
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In the third and laft place, his Majefl:y the A. D. 
King of Great Britain, Eleétor of Brunfwick-Lune- 1758• 

.bou rg, fem minifl:ers particularly to the Palatine 
court, and that of Colog-ne, to divert them from u 

joining in the deGgns of France againft his do-
mimons.' Ir cannot tl;erefore be doubted rhat it 
would have been highly agreeable to him, if thofe 
courts had taken meafures, that would have freed 
him from the burden of the war. But none can 
expeEt thar his Majefty fhould, with indifference, 
fee himfelf treated as an enemy by his co-eftates. 
The EleEtor of Colog~, and the bifhop of Liege, 
had no troops that were wanted in the French ar
my: But, in confideration of fubfidies, opened 
to it the gares of their towns, and gave it ail the 
affiftance in their power; without which th at army 
could not, at that time, have proceeded fo far as 
the Eleétoral eftates, where the Auftrian and Pa
latine troops behaved much worfe than the French 
themfelves. How can it be expeéted thar his 
Majefl:y, after" God harh bleffed his àrms with 
fuccefs, lhould not refent this treatment? The 
laws of the Empire forbid the attacking of the 
eftates of the Empire: but they permit defence 
agàinft, and the purfuit of thofe, who, by rheir 
invafion, have viobted the public peace. 

If the crown of France be free to ravage the 
dominions of the Duke of Brunfwick, and the 
Landgrave of Heffe Calfel, becaufe they have 
given the King auxiliary troops; if the Emprefs_ 
~een may, for the affiftance fhe ha th lent the 
French King to attack the King's dominions, ap-

Vo L. III. B b propriate 
? . 0 
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• 

propriate to herfelf half of the contributions raifed 
there, his Majefty ought to be equally permitted 
to make thofe ftates, who have favoured the un
juil enterprizes of his enemies, feel the burden of 
the war." 

Such is the tenor of the famous memorial which :R~fol u ti on 
of the the Hanoverian minifter prefented to the diet of 

, Evangelic 
"ody. the Empire, and which made fo fl:rong an im-

preffion upon many of the members, that on the 
29th of November, the Evangelic body publilhed 
a conclufum, purporting, That with refpeét to the 
ban of the Empire, with which feveral Prince! 
were now threatened, they would never confent 
to any innovation that fhall be propofed, con
trary to the 2oth article of the capitulation, which 
the E~peror confirmed by oath at his eleétion; 
and that whatever !hall be clone, contrary to that, 
1hall be looked upon by them as null and void, 
and fhall be treated accordingly. 

The Sa_xon AFlother attempt was made in the diet of the 
memonal E · fi · · d 11 • f h K' f concerning mplre, to pmt up a eteaanon 0 t e mg 0 

Drefden. Pruffia's method of proceedings in Saxony. The 

complaint was founded upon the meafures taken 
by his governor for the defence of the city of 
Drefden againft M. Daun's ar my. In which me
morial M. Ponickau, the Saxon minifter at the 
diet, was taught to reprefent that affair in the 
moft: tragical view ; a.ffirming, That foldiers had 
been difperfed and ftationed in the fuburbs, by 
the orders of Count Schmettau, to break open 
houfes and lhops, to fet fire to combuftibles, to 
add frefh fuel, and then to clofe up the doors ; 

2 ili~ 
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that he kept up the fire by red-hot bal1s fi.red 
into the houfes, &c. that the inhabitants were 
Ieft without cover, and deftroyed by the cannon 
and frnall arms, and that fuch as efcaped were 
murdered by the bayonets of the Pruffian foldiers, 
pofted in the ftreets for that purpofe : he even 
enurnerated fèveral particular inftances, in confirm· 
ation of this inhuman reprefentation 1

, and con· 
cluded with the nurnber of houfes, whiclf were 
burnt on this occafion. 

A.D. 
I 758• 

However, this fai]ed. Baron Plotho, the Bran- Refnted~ 
denburg minifter, refuted every article of this 

-~axon memorial, by moft authentic certificates, 
as we have already fhewn. His Pruffian l\1ajefty, Obferva

no doubt, was greatly mifreprefented on this p:;:.r- t
1
ionKs on 

t 1e mg 
ticular occafion ; it is to be wifhed his whole con- of Pmflia's 

• co nd uél to -
duél: towards Saxon y had been as Irreprehenflble. wards SJ~· 
For at his firft feizing upon that Eleétorate, it ony. 

was pretended to be no more than a cautionary 
expedient to prevent his confederate enemies taking 
any advantages againft him on that fide. And 
when he difarmed the Saxon forces, it was under 
the fame caution, that they !hould not join his 
enemies rn. But he was no fooner in full poffef.. 
fion of Saxony, and her troops difarmed, than he 
aéted like an enemy ; extorted heavy contribu-
tions, under pain of military execution, and 
forced the Saxons to fm~nifh him with a great 
number of recruits; he difcharged the governe 
ment in the ftate, and app1ied the public reve~ 

t See thefe particulars on page 36ï, 368. VoL III. 
:111 See page J 94, &c. Vol. I. 

B b z nues. 
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A. D. nues to his own ufe: yet, always pretending tha.t 
1 7s~L he clid nothing, but for the fafety and common 

benefit of the Eleétorate and its Sovereign. How
ever, fince the French King had fhewn him an 
example, by efl:ablifhing his adminiftration in 
Hanover, which entirely changed the government 
and fyftem of that Eleélorate, and alfo by his 1.ate 
decree for the adminiftration of the Landgra
vate of Heffe; and the Ruffians had ill-treated the 
kingdom of Pruffia : and alledging the neceffity 
to which he was driven to take fu ch a refo1ution, by 

the hofi.ilities repeated, in that Eleélorate, againft 
him by the Auftrians and Imperialifts; the Pruf
fian direétory of war, on the 2d of December, 
17 58 , fent a decree to the deputies of the eftates 
of Saxony, which , after having enjoined them to 
deliver a certain quantity of flour and forage, 

Decbres it fignified in exprefs termS;·--" Though the King 

~~n~~~e~ed " of Pruffia had hitherto treated the Eleéèorate 
country. " of Saxony as a country he had taken under his 

" fpecial proteétion, that the face of affairs was 
" now changed in fuch a manner, that his Ma
" jefty would confider it, for the future, only as 
" a conquered country, out of which he had 
" driven his enen:lies by force of <lrms." 

SP-izes np- In purfuance of this declaration ail the revenues 
on the re- f 1 S · 'ft .r. 1- d venues cro- o t 1e axon miDI ers were 1equeilere :-And ,,., 
vernmcnt, as the Ruffians had feized in Pruffia ail the rents 
&c. of the et1ates in that country belonging to the 

Pruffian officers, the fame was clone by the King 
of Pruffia, in regard to the eftates of Saxon offi. 

cers in the Ruffian fervice. Twenty perfons were 

ordered 
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ordered to depart for Warfaw in 24 hours, and A. D. 

f h 1758. 
the papers o t e privy counfellors were fealed up, 
and the adminifhation of the government was 
cdmmitted entirely to Prufiians. 

Did it confift with truth ; they, that are in love His con

with his Pruffian Majefl:y's heroic qualrties, would ~i~~b~~~juf
be pleafed to fee a veil drawn over the mi feries of 
Saxony, which can be imputed to none, but him. 
Itiftead of confulting means to make a country 
happy, to which he now laid a claim by right of 
conqueft, and which had been impoveri!hed by 
former exaétions, and very lately puni!hed with 
military execution : he rather feemed to feize on 

. it as a prey to be pul led to pieces. Fre!h contri
butions were demanded, and exrorted by moft in
human feverities ; feverities, that have extended 
to diftant nations, and whofe effeéts are now felt 
moft heavily by the merchants in the greateft trad
ing towns in thar quarter of Europe. For, his 
Majefty carried off the merchants from the ex
{:hange by foldiers, and confined them in a more 

wretched condition than felons, on firaw beds, 
&c. till they were obliged to draw bills for very His mea-

l ii h . .c . r. d h' h fures the arge ums on t err 10re1gn corretpon ents; w lC origin of 

bills are fuppofed the original of the lare bankrupt- thhe kprefent 
an nlpt-

cies made at Amfl:erdam, Hamburg, Bremen, &c. cies. 

How far this was juft, or juftifiable by the laws of 
arms, is not a q ueftion to be decided he re : but 
that it was a moft fevere fceurge upon an innocent 
and blamelefs people;. every one muft agree. Ne- T~e Au~ 

r. . . f: f b . h l r. n.. ftnan albe$ 
verthele1s, lt IS ar rom eanng t e crue atpecL more cul· 

and ruinous confequences of the total defolation pable. 

B b 3 brought 
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A. D. brought upon all conditions, without diftinaion 
17 53• of age or fe x, by the confedera tes againft h im and 

the allies of Great Britain, as we have related in 
the marches of the Ruffians, French, and Swedes, 
in Pomerania, Weftphalia, Heife, and Hanover. 
Where the ruin of their lands, houfes, public 
edifices, manufaétures and e!tates, can't poffibly 
be repaired in lefs than half a cenrury. 

Conclu.<t of The Dutch, availing themfelves of their neu
~he Putch· tral i ty in this war, pretended a righ t, by treaties 

with England, to trade with thofe people and 
countries, with whom we are in aétual war, and 
to cover their property, in Dutch fhips, from the 
power of the Englifh n. So that the French na
vigation being entirely ruined by our naval fupe-

Trade for riority, thefe neutral neighbours took upon them 
our ene- not only to çarry the produce and manufaélures 
mies, 

of our enemies to market, but alfo to fupply them 
with every thing neceifary for carrying on a war 
by fea and land. 

Obferva- Such a glaring infiance of perfidy, that fup
~\~~\~~- ported our enemies in the moft eifential manner, 
dua, to carry on their trade and to continue the war, 

could not be fuffered to reign long. Üùr men of 
war and letters of marque, brought Dutchmen 
continually into port, laden with an illicit cargo, 
and they that were found with conterband goods, 
or with French properry on board, were conde mn
ed in our court of admiralty by due co_urfe of law. 
The Frençh had no fl1ips Ieft; and their court 

fi See page .p. Vol. H. 

direéled 
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clireél:ed or permitted the governors of their iflands A. D. 

and colonies to licence fuch Dutch !hips, as would 1758
• 

undertake to carry the ir produce and manufaétures, 
and to fupply them with every thing they ihould 
want. The Dutch, fenfible of the fweets arifing 
from this lucrative navigation, ran ail rifques. 
The French ports, both in Europe and America, 
were thronged with Hollanders: and the advan-
tages they received from thence, fo blinded their 
underftandings, th at they, at la ft, claimed a right 
by treaty, to aid and affift our enemies ; and a re- Complain 

folution of the States Genera], ftigmatized the ~n~7~ih 
captures of Dutch fhips, made under thofe cir- fo

1 
r_taki_ng 

t 1e1r flups. 
cumftances, by the name of robberies or pira-
cies, pm{uant to a memorial prefented to their 
High and Mightindfes, figned by 269 merchants, 
&c. o The direél:ors of the Amfterdam company 

applied 

o •' We the underfigned merchants, infurers, and others, 
concerned in the commerce and navigation of the ftate, moft 
humbly reprefent, Th at the violences and unj uft depredations 
committed by Englifh men of war and privateers on the veifels 
and efFeéts of the fubjeél:s of the ftate, are not only continued, 
but daily multiplied ; and cruelty and exceifes carried to fuch 
a height, that the petitioners are forced to implore the affill:
ance of your High Mighti"ne!fes, that the commerce and na
vigation of the republic, which are the two fi news of the fta te, 
may fuffer no interruption, and be proteéted in the moft effica
cious manner, in order th at the being of the State may be pre
ferved, and that it may be kept from complete and final ruin. 

The petitioners !hall not infert here a long recital of their 

fhips that have been illegally ftopped and feizec!, nor of the 

piracies and violences that have been committed for a conft
derable fpace of time, on the fubjeéts of the republic; nor of 

B b 4 the 
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applied to the States for the fame purpofe. Seve

rai refolutions of the States were delivered to Mr. 
York, 

the aél:s of inhumanity, with which they.were often attended, 

even fo far, that lefs cruelty rnight have been expeél:ed from a 

declared en emy, th an they havtJ fuffcred., from the fubjeéh of 

a power, with whom the State is conneEted by the moft folemn 

treaties of friendfhip. The whole is pubüc and notorious. 

Nor will the petitioners enlarge on the infub offered to the 

Dutch flag, in contempt of your High Mightinelfes, the natu

ral prote[tors of the fubjeéh of the republlc. Thefe faél:5 are 

known to youi Hîgh Mighûneifes. 

B~t the petitioners beg leave to reprefent, with ali due fub

miffion, that they cannot forbear_ to lay their jofl complaints 

bcfore your i-Iigh Mightinelfes, who are the proteélors of their 

perfons, their èilates, _ their commerce, and navigation_; an~ 

to lay before you the indifpcnfable neceility of putting a ftop, 

as faon as poffible, to t.hofe <lepreàations and violences. The 

netitioners offer to contribute each his contingent, and to arm, 

~t their own charge, for the fupport and proteCtion of their 

commerce and navigation. 

The petitioners flatter thernfeives that their ~oils, and the 

rifk to which their effeéts are expoied on the feas , will have 

their proper influence on the general body of the ilate, fince 

the traders of this country, finding them fel v es left to the dif

cretion of a F.rt of that nation, with whom the State is moft 

intimatel y conneél:ed, thoufands of tradefmen and others, who 

are conneél:ed with merchants, that ha\'e hitherto carried on a 

P.ou~ifhing trade, will be reduct d to difirefs and poverty; thefe 

conneétions ceafi::g by the extinétion of the eftates of mer

c)lants, who have al ways approved themfeh•es faithful to their 

cpuntry, the fe will be forced to ab.-.ndon it, to the ir great re

gret, and feek l11elter and proteél:ion eliewhere; which will give 

a.mortal blow to the principal rnembers of the State. 

For thefe juil caufes, the petitioners have recourfe to your 

High Mightineilès, moft humbly irnploring them, both in their 

cwn names, :::nd in the name of a multitude of unhappy peo-

ple, 

http://thattheycar.net
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York, the Britifh minifter, plenipotentiary on A. D. 

that account: and the merchants .petitioned the 
1
7

58
· 

Princefs Regent r.o lëfs than four times :D r redrefs 
againft thefe piracies and violences of the Enalifh, 

• - b 

as they called the captures of their fhips. But all 
their bluftering and pretenfions availed' nothing. 
The Englifh continued to take and to condemn 
their illicit traders. l'vir. York alfo declared to 

their High and Mightineffes, That he was autho--

rifed to fay, '' His Majefty was determined not His Bri-

" to fuffer the trade of the French colonies in ~ann}cMa
Je!l:y s re-

" America, to be carried on by the fubjeéts of folute an-

d h .r: . f fwer. 
" -other powers, un er t e 1pec1ous pretext o a 
" neutrality; or words to be interpreted as a li-
" cence to carry on a trade with his enemies, 
" which, though not particularly fpecified in the 
" articles as · con tra band, was neverthelefs ren-
" dered fuch in all refpeéts, and in every fenfe, by 
" circumftances.-That as long as the Jicit corn-
" merce of the fubjeé1:s of their High Mighti-
" neffes, to which his M ajefty never intended to 

" give the leaft in~erruprion, \vas confounded with 
" that commerce, \vhich his Majefty regarded, as 

" wholly illicit, ali their reprefentations would b~ 
" fruitlefs." About the fame time the conduét of . 

ple, who are on the point of being ftript of all their effeéts, of 
finking into the utmofi difirefs, and being reduced to beggary, 
t,hat it may pleafe your High Mightindfes to grant to commerce 
and navigation fuch fpeedy, vigorous, and effeél:ual proteél:ion, 
that the faithful fubjeél:s of this free State may enjoy their pof

kffions in f1,1ll fecurity. 
And your petitioners, &c." 

the 
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A. D. the government of Great Britain with refpeél: to 
1 75 8• neutra! nations, was publi!hed at London, fairly 

Their cafe . d fi · h 1 · f h D h ftated, and fiatmg an re uttng t e c atm o t e utc to 
claim con- proteél: French property v : and as the Du teh per-
futed. fift 

1 ed 

P This pamphlet bas irrefragably proved that no neutra! 
nation has a right to fupport France againft us, by proteéting 
her property on board their veiTels. 

§. 1. The right of a neutra} power to proteél: the property 
of an enemy, mu ft arife either from the law of nations, th at 
is, principles of naturallaw, which are relative to the conduél: 
of nations, or from forne exprefs treaty, by which communi
ties,. for their mutual benefit, have eftablilhed forne rights be
tween them, which are not included in the law of nations. 

,. z. Nations can have fucceeded to no other rights, th an 
fuch a , men originally enjoyed, as individuals ; fo tha.t now 
one nation is to another, as one man was to another, before 
they entercd into fociety. 

§- 3· An individual, in a ftate of nature, would have had 
an undoubted right to proteét bis ocwn perfon and property; 
but he would' not have had a right to proteét the perfon and 
property of A, the enemy of B, againft B, fuP,pofing him to 
be in a ftate of friendfhip both with A and B; for how, as a 
friend to B, can he proteét A againft him ? The proteétion of 
A againft B is a declaration, that the proteétor is B's enemy, 
and from the moment the proteétion commences, the proteétor 
muft ceafe to be a neutra} power. This therefore, by §. 2. is 
the law between nation and nation. 

§. 4· But a nation has a right, to which an individual, in 
a ftate of nature, has no pretence; the right of dominion. 
By the right of dominion a nation enaéts laws, and eftabli!hes 
jurifdiétions, to which, not only its own fubjeéts, but thofe of 
other count ries, are obliged to fubmit, within the pale of its 
power; here then the trial, which the law of nations gives, 
is, as it were, fuperfeded, and bence arifes the right which 
governments have always enjoyed, of proteéting the property 
of an enemy <t~'ithin their O<tvn precin!ls. 

§. 5· Eut 
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(ifted in their claim, and were refolved to continue 
their illicit trade at all hazards, our fhips of war 

and 

i· 5· But beyond the verge of thefe precinél:s, the general 
law of nations, as by §. 2 and 3, again takes place;. the ge
neral law of nations therefore takes place upon the ÜCEAN. 

This reafoning is fupported by the authority of the moft emi· 

nent writers, and by the praél:ice of all maritime ftates. 
§. 6. With refpeél: to particular treaties, if Ollr anceftors 

have betrayed the intereft of their country by granting other 
nations unreafonable privileges, we, who have fucceeded to 
their rights, are bound to abide by their conceffions. 

§. 7. There is an article in feveral of our treaties with Spain. 
Sweden, Denmark, and other powers, by which it is ftipulated, 
that " the fubjeél:s of the contraél:ing ftates refpeél:ively fuould 
~' have liberty to traffic throughout ali countries, cultivating 
u peace, amity, or neutrality, with either of them; and that 
" the faid liberty fuall in no wife be interrupted by any hind
~' rance or difturbance, by reafon of any hofiility, which may 
" be between either of the faid ftates and any other king

" doms." 
§. 8. This article is intended as a confirmation of the right. 

which every nation had, by the law of nations, of trading to 
the ports of any ftate with their o<wn merchandize, and on their 
o'Lun accounf, . though th at ftate fuould be engaged in war witb 
another. The confirmation of this right by exprefs terms was 
made neceffary, by its having been frequently violated; forne 
of the powers at war having prohibited the commerce of neu
tra! nations with their enemies total/y. About the middle of 
the laft century, therefore, when the commercial regulations. 
which now fubfift between the European powers, firft began to 
be formed, an article of this purport was inferted in all com~ 
mercial regulations, and ufually placed among thofe articles 
of general import, which are commonly firft laid clown ÎQ 

treaties, as the bafis on which the fubfe'luent fiipulations were 
foundr::d. 

;. 9· TP,at 
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and privateers picked them up at fea in the fame 
manner as declared enemies: for, by the lift of 

fhips 

§. 9· That no ri_ght to proteét the enemy's goods was in
tended to be given by th efe articles, is manifell from an ex
prefs declaration in forne of the trea ti es, th at an attem pt, un
der favour of this article, to proteél: the goods of an enemy, 
Ihould be confidered as a fraud, and fe erely punijbed. 

§. 1;. To eftablifh a righ t, therefore, to carry freely the 

dfeé1s of an en emy, it was neceffary to have it exprefsly men
tioned; and it is accordingly expref~ly menrioned in two trea
ties, that contain the article j uH quoted bdiàe, which alone 
would prove, that the two articles were inferted for difkrent 

purpofes. 
§. 1 1. The right of carrying freely the goods of an enemy 

is exprefsly granted in an article in a maritime treaty between 
Gre at Britai~ and Holland, d ated December 1 , 16ïf, and in 
another betw~en Great Britain and France, dated February 
24, 1677. The article is this; " All which fh all be found on 
" board the veffels belonging to the fubjeél:s of thofe countries 
" fl1all be aécounted clear and free, although the whole lading, 
" or any part of .it, fh<dl belong to the enernies of Great Bri
" tain,'' and fo reciprocally. 

§. 1 z. It is acknowledged, that by this article the right 

now claimed by the Dutch, of carrying French good3, was 

fully granted. 

§. 13. But treaties of alliance are nothing more th an ftipu
lations of rnutual advantages between two communities, and 
ought there fore to be confidered as a l:argain, the conditions 
of which are al ways fuppofed to be eq ual, by thofe, who make 
it. 

§. 14. He therefore who breaks his part of the contraa, 
deihoys the equality or ju!lice of it, and forfeits all thofe be
nefir s, which the other part has ftipulated in his fa\·our. Of this 
opinion are Grotius and Puffendorf. 

§. I 5. Holl and bas broken her part of her contraét with 

Britain in the following particulars. ln a treaty benveen Bol

land 
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·l'nips taken from the French in the courfe of this 

year, 1t appears th at the neutral fhips, of wh ich, 

the 

land and Britain, concluded the 3d of March, 1678, the fti

pulations are, 1ft, A mutual guaranty of all they already en

joyed, or might hereafcer acquire hy treaties of peace in Europe 

only. zdly, A mutual guaranty of ail treaties that were then 

made, or might afterwards be co1:)ointly made with any other 

power; and, 3dly, A mutual promi[e to defend and preferve 

each other in the polldlion of ali towns or fortreffes, which 

did then, or ihould afterwards, belong to either of them. 

And, for this purpofe, it is determined, that when either na

tion is attacked or molefted, the other !hall immediate! y [uc

cour it with a certain number of troops and men of war, and 

!hall be obliged to break with the aggreffor within two months 

af,er the party that is already at war jha/1 require it, and that 

they fhal.l then aét conjointly with ali their forces, to bring the 

common enemy ta a reafonable accommodation.-Now, Min or

ça, a poffefiion of the crown of Great Britain, in Europe, 

which !he acquired hy trcaty, hath been a ttacked, which is a 

cafe in the fr ji guaranty. B y this attack of Minorca, a treaty 

that was made conjoint/y with Holland, the treaty of Utrechr, 

has been broken, which is a cafe in the fecond guaranty, and 

England hath been deprived of a poifefiion, which of right 

belonged to her, which is a cafe of the third guaranty. Y et 

Bolland hath not yet granted the fuccours ftipulated, and 

many more than two rnonths have paffed, without ber having 

entered into war conjointly with England, as the treaty re

quires. [The treaty ftipulates, that war fhall be entered into 

by the party not already at war, after two months, if the party 

already at w ar rtquircs it. If we h·ave not requù·ed the Dutch 

to enter into our war with France, the Dutch have not violated 

this ftipulation.] 
§. 16. By a treaty between England and Holland, fi gned at 

the Hague, the 4th of J anuary 1717, the reis a mu tuai ftipu

lation of the parties to p'roteét: each other in the poffeffion of 

their dominions in Europe only, as efl:abli!hed by the treaty of 
Ctrecht, 
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the Dutch made by far the greateft part, exceeded 
the French men taken at fea both in number and 

value. 

Utrecht, by the fame fuccours as in the former treaty; tf1:, in. 
terpofition of good offices; zdly, a certain number of forces; 
and laftly, a declaration of war. This treaty was renewed by the 
CJnadruple alliance of 1718 ; again by the acceffion of Hol
land to the treaty of Hanover in 17z6; and, laftly, by the 
3d article of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. The guaranties 
of thefe treaties have been broken by Holland, as fhe has nei
ther granted the fiipulated fuccours, nor declared war againft 
France upon our lofs of Minorca. 

§ 17. But it is faid, th at as the treaties, in which the fe fii
pulations are made, are definji<Ve treaties, the fiipulations of 
Holland are not binding, if we were not firft attacked. To 
this it is anfwered, that though thefe treaties are called difen

.ftve, it do es not therefore follow, th at they do not operate, ex
cept we were attacked jirjl. They guaranty in general certain 
rights and polfeffions of both parties, and when they declare 
what fhall be clone, in cafe either fhall be attaclud, or moleft
ed, in tbofe paris 'lJ...•hich are the ohjeEls of tbe guaranty, it is not 
mentioned as nece!fary, that this fhould be the Jir.Jl attack. 

§. 18. The evidence of faas, however, will prove, that 
England "..J.Jas Jirfl attacked in the prefent war : and therefore 
the treaties are binding, as difen.Ji·ve treaties in the ftriéteft 
fenfe. J n America the prefent war has been little more th an 
a continuation of the laft; repeated ufurpations of the pof
feffions of Great Britain have been there the confiant employ
ment of France, almoft from the hour, in which the treaty of 
Aix was figned; and thefe were at laft followed by an avowed 
military attack upon a fort belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain, by regular troops aéting under a commiffion from the 
court of France. [In r754, the French took the block-houfe 
and tr uck-houfe of the Virginians, at Log·s town, on the 
Ohio; eut off all the traders but two, and carried ofF goods 
and merchandize to the value of zo ,ooo 1.] France is alfo the 
Jtggre!for in the European war; if the intention :1lone be re-

garded, 
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value. The French loft 13 men of war; 49 pri
vateers and armed merchantmen, which carried 

619 guns 

garded, the firft hoftile intention in Europe was the defign to 
in vade Great Britain; a defign fufficiently proved and avowed 
by the preparations, which France made for it. If we look for 
the firft overt aét, the firft overt aét alfo was made by France in 
ber attack upon Minorca, which was, in the opinion of ail par· 
ties, the opening of the European war ; for the captures that 
we made of the French veifels at fea, muft be confidered as be
longing to the American war; they were made in confequence 
of the hoftilities there firfi commenced, and as reprifals for 
the injury committed there upon the property of the Englüh. 
Upon this principle the legifiature here bath exprefsly refufed 
to difiribute the captures among the captors, though they have 
diftributed ali other prizes. 

§. 19. But it may fiill be objeéted, that though France was 
the aggrefior in America, Bolland is not concerned in the 
quarre!, becaufe the contefted rights there are not contained 
in the guaranties; and though France is aggreifor in Europe 
alfa, yet fue being aggreifor in Europe, only in confequence 
of holtilities committed in America, neither is Holland con
cerned in this. It is anfwered, that if the reafoning, on which 
thefe objeétions are founded, was admitted, it would alone be 
fufficient to deftroy the effeéts of every guaranty, and totally 
extinguilh the confidence which nations mutually place in each 
other, on the faith of defenfive alliances. It points out to the 
enemy a certain method of avoiding the inconvenience of fuch 
an alliance; for he need only make the firft effort on forne 
place not included in the guaranty, and he may th en purfue 
his views againil every objeét of it with fafety: Let France 
firft attack a little fpot belonging to Bolland in America, and 
her barrier would be guaramied no longer. The opinion of 
Holland, upon this queftion, is manifefl from ..faéts. Soon 
afrer Holland had concluded a defenfive treaty with France, 
in l 66z, (of w hi ch her treaty with En gland in 167 8 is but a 

copy) ihe became eng_aged in a war with England. The firil 
attack 
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619 guns, and 3824 men; 104 trading veffels, 
moJl: of them coafters, of no confiderable value ; 

but 

attack was then, as in the prefent cafe, made on a place out 

of Europe, on the coaft of Guinea: the cau fe of the war was 
alfo the fame, a difputed right to certain poffeffions out of the 
bounds of Europe, forne in Africa, and others in the Eaft~ 

Indies. Hoftilities having continued forne tirne in thefe parts, 
they afterwards commenced in Europe. Holland irnrnediately 
declared, that the cafe of that guaranty did exijl, and dernand
ed the ftipulated fuccours. Thefe fuccours <tuere granted, and 
France, by this conceffion, fhewed that fhe was of the fame 

opinion, efpecially as it was not her intereft to comply, for 

this very conceilion checked her youthful monarch in the firft 
effay of bis ambition, delayed for feveral months his entrance 

into the Spanifh provinces, and brought upon him the enmity 
of England. That th.e fame \\'as intended by the treaty with 

us of 1678, as was intended by this treaty, farther appears 

from their having been negociated by the fame fiatefman, 
Van Beuni-ngen, who daimed and obtained the fuccours from 
France, in confequence of the firfi treaty, bef ore he nego

ciated the fecond. 
§. zo. But at once to put an end to all difputes arifing from 

the article fuppofed to give Holland a right of proteéling 

French property, it was, by an article in a fubfequent treaty, 
long ago REPEALED. The treaty, in which this article was 
laft inferted, was coricluded December 1, 1 6ï4; four yean 

after this, a defenfive alliance was concluàed; in which it was 
fiipulated between ~ngland and Bolland, that •• if either 

'' party {hould be attacked in Europe, the other fhould declare 

" war againft the aggreffor in two months, if required," as 
has been before remarked. By this article, therefore, Hol~ 

land muft, within two months after England has been attack~ 

ed by France in Europe, become the EN EMY of France her• 

felf. Except, therefore, it can be fuppofed, that to be the ene~ 
my of France means to prefêr'Ve her trade, and proteél her pro

perty, Hollar ü c- n now have no 1 ight to do either; apd if 

3 ~ 
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_but there are fou nd 176 neutral ihips, mofi: of A D. 
them richly laden wirh the produce of the French 1758

• 

colonies, or with ftores of al] forts to enable the ~~:!~)te r of 

Frtnch to continue the war. The lofs of :fhips Dn _utch 11ps 
on the part of Great Britain amounts to 3 r 3, amongft 

h. h r d h . them. amongft w 1c are 10un no more t an ieven pri-
ft h

. fi /1... rr. • L ofs of 
vateers ; the re arec 1e y coanmg veuels, empty Englifh 

tranfports, and difarmed iliips of no confi ierable O!ips . 

value. A circumftance greatly in favour of the 
adminiftration \ which had difabled the French 
navy fo, as to fecure our trade and navigation, as 
well as our colonies; and took fuch meafures, as 
in a little time would put an end to their fcheme of 
a pettit guere, or a war carried on by privateers ; 
and to their commerce in Dutch or neutra! bot-

toms. 
Our miniftry, at this time, had not the firength; The policy 

but the policy of France to encounter. The ~~e~~eh 
French miniihy had thefe points in view, which miniitry. 

muft be attained, or they muft be undone. Trade 
muil: be fupported, or their finances mufl: fail: 
their colonies muft be proteéted, or their trade 
muft be lofl:. And in regard to Great Britain, 

the word enemy is not thus abfurdly taken, the article requiring 
the Dutch to become the enemy of France, is a direél and pa

jiticue d(claratùm, that the lhips of B oll and !hall NOT have a 
right to pro.teét the effeéts of the French. 

An article of the fame purport occurs in two fub fequent 

treaties, in which it is allo exprefsly declared, that whatever 
bas been efl:abli!hed by a_ny larer treaty, !hall be un derftood 
and performed in the fcn!"e therein exprefièd, withput any re

gard bad to any former treaty. 
q See the note on page 48. Vol. If. and rage 33 · Vol. EL 

VoL. III. C c means 
2.9 
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means muft be contrived to interrupt their corn~ 
merce, and to injure their credit. For thefe pur-
pofes every ftratagem was contrived and executed. 

M eans The defperate ftate of their colonies in North llfed by the . 
French America, w htch they could not fuccour by open 
:~e~~c ~~f~- force r, put them upon the neceffity of rifking 
mes. fingle fhips, or fmall convoys from fuch ports, 

as were thought leaft obferved by the EngJifh, to 
take the advantage of clark nights, foggy weather, 
and even of feas and feafons, in w hi ch they could 
not expeél: to meet with any oppofition from an 
en emy. WhiJe they made ali the appearance of 
preparations to embark men and warlike impli· 
ments and fl:ore3 in the weft, their ftore fhips and 
tranfports fl:ole out of the fouthern ports, or in 
the channel, in weather, that had driven the 
Englifh off their coaft ; and, if they efcaped the 
vigilance of our cruifers, placed their future fafety 
in the foggs of Newfoundland, or in the ice of 
the river St. Lawrence; which none but the moft 
difireffed navigators would clare to encounter; or 
in the dangerous paffage through the ftraights of 
Belleiile, unnoticed by the Englifh cruifers in the 

How obvi- bay of St. Lawrence. This did not efcape the 
~~~1~K~.the vigilance, nor fail of the care required in the mi

nifter, thar watched to improve ali advanrages for 
his country, and to difl:refs the enemy in every un
dertaking. Our fquadrons and cruifers were fo 
judiciouOy ftationed and weil inftruéted, that fevr 
of thefe defperadoes efcaped. 

r See the rea[ on on page 5 4• &c. \ .! ol. III. 

Anothe r 
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Another expedient no lefs finguJar than the for- A. D. 

mer, was to threaten En gland with an invat1on bv 17 s 8• 

fl b d b . . · An in1·a-
at- ottome oats. An mcred1ble number of tion threat-

thefe boats were reported to be built in the ports ned. 

of the ChanneL They were ftationed in three di-
vifions, to land a powerfuJ army at three difiant 
places at one time. Troops were marched down 
to the coaft, and all forts of military ftores were 

prepared for embarkation : and the moft amazing 
diligence was pretended at Rochefort, Breft, and 

other ports, to equip the whole remains of the 

French navy, to cover and fupport this invafion. 
By which means it was expeéted to diftraél: the Whf. 

Englifh councils, which heretofore had been fo 
often frightened into a ftate of inaél:iviry by the 

terrors of an invafion; and thereby to difconcert 
their prefent vigorous meafures, and to prt>judice 
the national credit. But this rather prompted the H ow pre-

ffi f . r. h . f r: vem~; J. nece 1ty o tncrea11ng t e v1gour o our mea1ures; 
to attack them on their own coafts ; to burn their 
fhips and magazines, and to find employment for 
their troops to defend their own country. This 
raifed our national credit to the highefl: pi teh, and 
brought the French gafconade of an intended in

vafion ·into contempt, and to be the fcoff of old 

women and children. 
Every other projeél: having failed, they at laft, FJ:en ch 

. . pnvateers 
difarmed and laid up the1r ufelefs fh1ps of war, enc om::.~· 
and encouraged private adventurers to fit out pri- ed. 

vateers of confiderable ftrength to interrupt our 
naviaation and to diftrefs our trade, which did us 

0 

confiderable damage on the coal1: of Scotland and 
C c 2 heland, 
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A. D. Ireland, in the chops of the Channel, and from· 
1758• the Lands End to Holy Iiland, or the mouth of 

the Tweed; in the Levant, but mofi of ail about 
the Capes of Virginia and our fugar iilands, in 

The ir 
lollès. 

which latitudes we fuffered moft. But they were 
not permitted to range thofe feas without chafiife
ment, as the number mentioned above amongft 
the captures, plainly convince us : and as it will 
more full y appear in the following aél:ions. 

Remark- The year was introduced by the capture of the 

:~;~~?;he Machault s privateer, of 14 nine pound ers and 
Machault. 182 men, in Dungenefs road, on the 1ft day of 

January 1758, by the Adventure armed fhip, com
manded by Captain Bray for the King, and by 
Chri!.l.opher Allifon for the owners, in contraél: 
with the government. Captain Bray in his cor
refpondence with the admiralty, (dated the 2d of 
J anuary) informs them, Th at while he laid at 
anchor on the fi.rft of J anuary, he faw a fnow 
reach in for the Nefs, which, at firft~ he took for 
a man of war, but that he cleared fhip and veered 
away to the [pliee on the windlafs : that about 
two, eut the fplice, and made fail large: thar, in 
a few minutes afcer, they began to fire at each 
other, when judging that the enemy intended to 
rake the Advenrure, HE ordered the helm to be 
put hard a port; which had the defired effeél: of 
laying her a-thwart hawfè, her bowfprit coming 
in becween his main-fail and mizen-ma11s. That 
WE (he fays) pa!Ted the end of the mizentop-

• She came out of Dunkirk on the 1ft of January in the 
morning. 

fail 
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fail lheet through his bob-ftay, and made it faft; A. D. 
but fearing to ]ofe fuch a good opportuniry, and 1758· 

thar they would get clear, got a hawfer, and paffed 
it three times round her bowfprit and the rapfton 
on the quarter-deck ; fo thar the aél:ion depended 
greatly on the fmall arms, which was very fmart 
about an hour. That fhe then firuck her co-
laurs; that fhe began to fire again, when board-
ed; but was foon filenced; having 40 men killed 
and wounded; whereas the ad venture had but 
one man ki11ed and two wounded. 

This was fuch a gallant aél:ion, that the Lords R emarks 

of the admiralry rewarded the captain, who af- ~;i;~:s 
fumes all the merit to himfelf, in this reprefenta-
tion, with the command of the Prince[s Amelia, 
an 8o gun fhip. Captain Bray's merir, to be fure 
was worthy of the reward. But his generofity, his 
humaniry, his juftice would have appeared with 

· greater ]uftre had he, according to the example of 
other great men, bath in our fleets and armies, 
given due praife to him or them, who prompted 
fo happy and fuccefsful a meafure; who worked 
the fhip, to bring it to bear; and who put the 
firft and chief band to its execution ; which ap

pears to be rather an aét originally fuggefted, and 
moft likely to be managed by a dextrous well-ex
perienced navigator, than by the officer engaged 
in the fighting of a fhip. Accordingly we have 
an account before us, which confirms this fuppo
fition, and claims the greateft fhare in the glory 

of this aélion, for Mr. Chriftopher Allifon, mafter 
Cc 3 of 
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of the adventure for the owners t, who is -ftill
alive and profperous ; though he has been totally 

negleéted, 

t Mr. Reed, Spithead, January 29th, 1758. 
Y our faveur of the 1 3th I received on the zoth, , wherein 1 

find you want to know the partieulars of our aélion. The 
following is the tru th, to the beft of my knowledge; · which 
is, I believe, better than any in the iliip can give. On the 
firft of j anuary, Dungenefs-light eaft by north from us four 
miles: about twelve at noon faw a fnow ftand in for Dunge
nefs; which forne took fer one of our cruifers. Dinner being 
ready, Captain Bray gave orders for all the hammocks up, 
and clearing the fhip, which was clone in the time we were at 
dinner. Monfieurs, fmelling our beef, roaft-pork and plumb
pudding, came clown in order to deprive us of it; we dined 
on our beef and park before they came: the pudding wc 
fought for. 

Being informed by the officer upon deck, tbat fne was bear
ing do\.,.n with an Engli!h jack flying, we went up, and foon 
faw what !he was. Our captain 's arder was to heave in the 
cabl-e: I told him, we had not tÎme ; it would be better to 
bear away to the fplice and eut ; in the mean time, loofed 
our top .fails ançi fore -fail, eut and bore away large: bad not 
time to get our top-faib hoifted: being then within gun-!hot, 
we fired. He immediately down E ngli!h and up French co
leurs, put did not fire at us. I told Captain Bray, his intent 
was to rake us, and defired to port our helm ; which he gave 
orders for. Finding our !hip to lay in the :ame pofition, I r\m 
to the whecl, and found the helm a ftar-board, put it a por~, 
as fafl: as I could, !hip wearing very faft, and he !hearing to
ward s us, with full fail, could not prevent boarding us : fee
ing in what pofition fhe was coming, I told Captain Bray, fhe 
was our own ; only nuke ber faft, ilie would not be able ta 
ge a gun to bear on us. from th at I ran to eut the pikes 

do\vn, cxpeél:ing they bad their men ready to board us, which 
they had ; but receiving fuch a continua! fire, they co uld not 
i1a.ud it. I called out to the pilot fe veral times, with anger, 
l\ hp had hold of tl1e bob-fl:ay !\Vith his hand, ta rnake her faft. 

' l bid 
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negleél:ed, both in the reprefentation of the faél-, A D. 
and in the diftribution of public rewards. 1 7 5 8~ 

The Honourable Captain Byron, of his Ma- Of_ t_he 
. ft , fh " h . Bnlhant, Je y s 1p t e Amenca, in company with the Co- &c. 

ventry and Brilliant, returning from a cruife ta 
Plymouth-Sound, informs u M. Clevland, amongft 

I laid clown my mulket, ran forward for a tow line, fent fo rne 
of the main-deck idlers to hand the end up, run aft with the 
end, reeved it through his bob-ftay, brought it to the capfton, 
and took a round turn with the other part. In the mean tirn e 
Captain Bray, and the pilot, had got the rnizen-top-fail fh eet 
paired, and made it faft to a cleet on the rnizen-maft, whicn 
came off. That being clone I returned to the mufket, on 
which the aélion chiefly depended : about this time they made 
an attempt to rally their men, and ta man their fore-caftle; 
and dropt their fore-fail that we might not fee them. O ne of 
the four pounders, in the round-houfe, cleared a way for us, 
by firing part of their fore-fail; renewing our mufquetry, with 
more vigour, from the quarter-deck and round-houfe, they 
fied, to a man, for lhelter: and I perceived their col ours to 
be ftruck, which 1 called out accordingl y, and fi red rn y rn uf
quet in the air: four of us jumped upon their fore -caftle, bar
racading for boarding them, amongft whom was our pilot; but 
unexpeél:ed, they gave us a volley of fm all arros ; on which we 
returned, without any damage. The _firing, on both fides, 
continued about ten minutes longer, with three or four great 
guns, and fo the aélion ended. 

My mate, Mr. Headlam, who fignalized himfelf equal tc 

any, recei ved a fhot in his wrift, and one of our marines a 
flight wou nd by a fplinter: thefe two were wounded after their 
colours were firuck. One of our marines was killed the nrft 
of the aélion. I am 

To Mr. Jofeph Reed , rope
maker, near Sun-tavern 
Fields, London . 

Y ours, 

C f{R i sT. Au.z so K. 

1l On January the 7th, 1758. 
Cc4 othe 
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A. D. other particulars, Th at in an engagement with the 
I75 8• Diamond, a fine velfel of 200 tons and upwards, 

mounting fourteen carriage guns, richly laden 
with the fineft furs from Q8ebec ; all the aftern· 
part of her blew up, burnt with fuch violence for 
half an hour, that fhe funk; only twenty-four
out of [even ty men could be fa ved ; fome of 
which were fo miferably burnt that they died. 
That the Coventry had taken the Dragon priva
teer of Bayonne, a new fhip, on her firft cruife, 
carrying 24- nine pounders and 284 men; afcer 
an hour and a half's warm difpute. The priva
teer had four men killed and twelve wounded. 
The Coventry had only fix wounded; one of 
whom died. And that the Brilliant had funk, 
with her fidl: broadfide, the Intrepide of Bayonne, 
a privateer of 14- guns and 130 men, ten of 
whom were killed, the reft were taken up by the 
Brilliant's boats. 

The cruifers in the bay, and elfewhere, 'had 
moft extraordinary fuccefs about this rime : the 
Stirling-Caftle and Loweftoffe took two large 
French Ihips, laden with provifions, ftores and 
foldiers for Louifbourg; being part of a convoy, 
that f,lilcd from the IOand of Aix, under the care 
of the Prudent and Capricieux, and the Tripon 
and f Ieroine frig:1tes. Two more ftore-!11ips from 
Rochelle and Louiibourg, were taken by the Dun
kirk. The I-iulfar fire-fhip took a French fri
gate of 3 6 guns, 300 men, -afte r killing 1 oo of 
the enemy : the Shannon alfo brought in a Fr-ench 
frie;ate of 36 guns: and a.nother of the fame 

weiaht 
0 
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weight ot metal was funk by one of our men of A. D. 
war in the bay. 1

7 sa. 
In the courfe of correfpondence in this month, 

the admiralty received advice from Rear-Admiral 

Coates, Th at on the 21ft of Oél:ober laft, Cap- Captain 

tain Forreft, in his M~jefty's fhip Augufta, with :~t;~~~·s 
the Dreadnought and Edinburg under his corn- aétion. 

inand, cruifing off Cape François, was attacked 

by four fhips of the line w and three large frigates, 

intended to drive the fmall Englifh fquadron off 

ihe coaft, and to clêar the way for a large fleet of 

merchantmen, ready to fail from thence for Old 
France. Neither their number, nor ftrength, was 
able to frighten the three Englifh captains, who 
un animoufly agreed to fight them, and bore clown 
upon the French fquadron: that the aétion begun 
about twenty minutes pait three, with great brifk-

nefs on both fides, and continued for two hours 

and a half, at which time the French commodore 

made a fignal, and one of the frigates went im
m ediatelv and towed him out of the line, and was 

J 

followed by the reft of his fquadron, and by the 
fame means.---That the Englifh men of war had 

fuflèred fo much in their mafts, fails and rigging, 

that they were in no condition to purfue them ; 

{o that the French, greatly difabled, were, by the 
help of the land-breeze, and their frigates rowing 

them; got fafe into port. The French loft 300 

tnen killed, and haçl as many wounded. 
In the month of Februa~y Captain Elliot, in 0\~apb:in 

. ft ' fh' 'H Ir. k h V f El uot, his MaJe y s 1p uuar, too · t e engeance o 

w The Intrepide, Opiniatre; Sceptre and G reenwich. 

24 twelve 
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A. D 24 twelve and nine pounders, 20 fwive13 and 310 
•75

8
• men; and the Torbay took a frigate of 26 guns, 

eighteen and . twelv~ pounders, and 350 men, 
amongfi: whom w~re 100 gentlemen volunteers, 
fitted out on purpofe, and cruifing to take Cap .. 
tain Lockhart. 

OfCaptain His Majefty's fhip windfor, of 6o guns, Cap~ 
Faulkner. tain Faulkner, with the Efcorte frigate,. being 

fent to intercept two French frigates and threa 
ftore-fhips from Dunkirk-road to the weftward, 
on the 27th of April, feil in with them about fix~ 
teen leagues from the Ram-Head, when the two 
frigates brought to in a lim:, as if they intend6d 
to receive him, and the ftore-fhips continued 
ftanding to the weftward. When the Windfor 
came within about two gun-fhot of the frigates, 
they made ali the fail they could towards the coaft 
of France : upon which Captain Faulknar fent the 
Efcorte after the ft ore- !hips, wh ile he gave chafe 
to the frigates, and continued it till four in the 
afternoon; when finding they greatly outfailed 
him, he gave it over, and made after their convoy, 
which could then but juft be difcerned from the 
poop. The next morning, at day-light, only one 
of them was to be feen, which the Windîor came 
up with and took. She was called the St. Peter, 
of near 400 tons burden, and her cargo confifted 
of proviflons, and 1000 ftand of arms, intended 
for ~1ebec. Anothcr of thefe ftore-fhips was 
fallen in with, the fame day, by a fquadron of 
his Majefty's fhips to the weftward, commanded 
by Captain Pratten, and was taken by Captain 

Douglas 
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J?ouglas in the Alcide. She was called the Baden, A. D. 

about the fame fize with the other, and !aden with I7S 8
• 

provilions. 

THE LATE W AR. 

On the 2gth~ about three o'clock. in the after- OfCaptailt 

C · p r. . r. .1 r. Dennis. noon, aptam ratten 1eemg a 1a1 to the 1outh~ 

wefl:, made a lignai for the Dorfedhire, of 70 
guns and 520 men, commanded by Captain Den-
nis, to give chafe; and foon after, obferving the 
chafe to be a large fhip, difpatched the Achilles, 
of 6o guns, commanded by the Honourable Cap-
tain Barrington, alfo after her, and then followed 
them with the reft of the fquadron. About feven 
f?'clock the Dorfedhire came up with the chafe,. 
which proved to be the Raifonable, a French fhip 
of war of 64 guns, and 6 30 men, and Cap tain 
Dennis be gan to engage her very clofel y, and tht!y 
continued warmly engaged till about nine o'clock, 
when the enemy's fhip, commanded by the Prince_ 
de Mombazon, Chevalier de Rohan, ftruck, having 
fuffered greatly in her hull, and had 61 men 
kil led, and 1 oo wounded. She was going from 
l'Orient to Breft, a new fbip, not above four or 
five months off the ftocks. The Dorfet!hire's 
inafl:s, yard and fails, were greatly fbattered. She 
had 15 men killed, and 2 I wounded, in the 
aé1:ion ; and one of the wounded is fince dead. 

On the 12 th of Mar ch the Buckingham and Of Captai a 

b 'd k d ' 1 11 d . h h d T vrrel. Cam n ge atrac ' e ana eve e wrt t e groun , · 
a fmall fort in Grand Ance-bay, on the IGand of 
Martinico, and defl:roying three prîvateers, and 
converting the fourth into a tender. But what 
does the greateil: honour to Captain Tyrrel, the 
~ommodore, is the following incident i when the 

, fort 
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fort was demoliilied, a village fituated clofe by it 
was a {hong temptation to men flu!hed with vic
tory to attack, and they follicited warmly for leave 

to deftroy ir, but their brave commander replied, 
" Gentlemen, it is beneath us to render a num

" ber of poor people miferable, by deftroying 
" their habi tations and little conveniences of life; 

" brave Englifhmen [corn to diftrefs even their 

" enemies, w hen not in ar ms aga in ft them :" 

This prevailed, and faved the lives of the inno

cent villagers. 

Captures at Ad vices from Kingfl:on in J am aie a, give an ac
Jamaica. count that his Majefty's !hip Augufta, Captain 

Farrell, commander, had brought in, to that port, 

the Mars, a French fr igate of 3 2 guns, twelve, 

ni ne and fix pounders, with her who le con voy, 

Le Theodore, of 22 guns; La Marguretta, of 16 
guns; Le St. Pierre, of r6 guns ; Le Solide, of 

14 guns; Le Flore, of 14 guns ; Le Morrice 

le Grand, of 18 guns ; Le Brilliant, of 14 

guns ; and Le Manette, a brigantine of 1 o 

guns, bound from Port Prince to Old France, 
}aden with fugar, indigo, coffee, cotton, &c. 

which co ft 1 ;o,ooo 1. T he l\1ars ftruck upon 

receipt of the fir ft broadfide, and all the reft 

C :.rtain 
J\,lJntle's 
g~l.lant 
ac-bon. 

follo wed her example. 

A few days afre r arrived, at the fame port, 

-the privateer- fioop Thurloe, mounting r 4 car-

riage guns, with 84 men, belongi ng to St. Kitt's, 
and commanded by Captain Mande, with his 

p ïize the D~ux Amis, a F rench p rivateer, Cap
tain Felix commander, mounring ten carriage g uns, 

wlth 98 men, belonging to Port Louis. T he 
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Frenchman bore clown on Captain Mantle, who A. D. 
prepared to receive her, and being come very •75i. 

near, gave her a very warm fa1ure, with both his 
great guns and fma1l arms. The Deux Amis re-
turned the compliment, and then made ali the 
fail fhe could to get off. But the intrepid Mantie 
prefently convinced him thar he had met with a 
tartar, gave her chace, and foon ranged her along-
fide of the enemy. The Frenchman having no 
choice but to fight or to ftrike, and defpairing of 
fuccefs by his great guns, refolutely boarded the 
Thurloe on her bow; which brought on the moft 
bloody and obfl:inate engagement, that had been 
heard of in thofe feas for many years, both fides· 
being derermined to conquer or die. This bloody 
fcene lafted almoft three hours with piftols, fwords, 
granadoes, powder flafks, &c. fo that Captain 
Mantle expended near 300 powder flafks, 72 

fiinking pots, and 1 1 rounds of great and fmall 
arms; had ten men killed and twenty-five wound-
ed: but the ilaughter on board the Deux Amis 
was 1o great, that there were on!~ ten men found 
capable of bearin g ar ms x. 

Captain Douglas, of his Majefty's fhip the Al- OfCaptai• 
'd h . . 11' f F h fi. Douglas, ct e, avmg mte 1gence o a rene ngate, 

called the Felicite, of 36 guns, and a flute, called 
the 

x In the mon th of A prit, Admirai Broderick bein_g ordered 
on· board the Prince George man of war, appointed to carry 
him to th~ Engliih fleet in the Mediterranean, and to convoy 
a nu merous fleet of merchantmen for the Streights, where the 
admirai was to relieve Admirai Ofborne, the faid ihip took 

fi re 
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the Robufte, of 24 guns, being failed from Hour
deux, with ordnance, fuells and ftores, for the 

forts 

fire at fea, in broad day-light; of which we have the follow. 
ing accounts, which are worthy of attention. 

From the Rwerend Mr. Sharp, chaplain. 

Glafgow, ofF Lifbon, April 20. 

On Thurfday the 1 3th infrant, at half an hour pail one in 
the afternoon, word was paffed in the ward-room, by the cen· 
try, that the fore-part of our fhip, the Prince George, was 
on fire. The lieutenants ran immediate! y forward, and myfetf, 
with many others, went direétly on the quarter-deck, when 
we found the whole fhip's crew was alarmed. The pumps 
were handed out, engine and buckets carried forward, and 
every immediate remedy applied. The admirai, with the 
lieutenants on watch, kept the quarter-deck, from whence he 
fent fuch orders as he thought moft expedient for the prefer. 
vation of the fhip, and the fou is in ber. Captain Payron, and 
the lieutenants, on fearch, found chat the fire broke out firft 
in the boatfwain 's ftore-room , to which place large quantities 
of water were applied, but in vain; for the fmoke was fo 
very great and hot, that the poor creatures could not get near 
enough to the flames for their labour to have any effeét. On 
which Captain Payton ordered ikuttles to be made, thar the 
water might be poured in by that means ; but there he was 
defeated likewife, for only t\'i·o carpenters could be found, 
and they had nothing to work with, for a long time, but a 
hammer and chi!l.èl each. The lower gun deck ports were 
then opened, but the water that .flowed in was not fufficient to 
flop the violence of the .flarnes. He ordered likewife the 
powder-room to be wetted, le fi: the fhip fho uld immed iately 
be blown up, and every foul peri!h jn an inllant. This had 
the defired effeét, and for fo me min utes we had glimmering 
hopes. I mention the above parciculars, as I was be!ow my
felf, worked with the men as long as I could !land it, went 
"P for air, and returned ::gain inibntly, and confequently an 

eye-
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forts, and the ufe of the men of war fiationed at 

· Hifpaniola, freered a courfe to intercept them, 

and 

eye-witnefs, therefore declare them as faél:s. The fire foou 
increafed, and raged violently aft on the larboard fide; and 
as the deftruél:ion of the fhip was now found inevitable, the 
prefervation of the admirai was firft confu-lted. Captai-n Pay
ton came on the quarter-deck, and ordered the barge to be 
manned, into which the admirai entered with near forty more; 
for now there was no difiinél:ion, every man's life was equally 

precious. The admirai, finding the barge W<>uld overfet,. 
ftripped himfelf naked, and committed himfelf t<> the mercy 

of the waves, and after toiling an hour he was at length taken 
up by a merchantman's boat. Captain Payton kept the quar
ter-deck an hour after the admirai left it, when he happily 
got into a boat from the ftern ladder, and was put fafe on 
board the Alderney floop. I muft be deficient even to at
tempt a defcription of the melancholy fcene that was before 

me; fhrieking, cries, lamentations, bemoanings, raving, de

fpair, and even madnefs itfelf prefented themfelves. It 
was now high time to think of taking care of myfelf. I 
looked from every part of the fhip for my prefervation, and 
foon faw three boats off the ftern of the filip. I went im
mediately to my cabbin, and offered up my prayers to God. 
particularly thanking him for giving me fuch refolution and 

compofure of mind. I then jumped into the fea from one of 

the gun-room ports, and fwam to a boat, which put me fafe 
on board the Alderney floop. There are near 300 people 
faved, and more might have been faved had the merchantmen 

behaved like hum an creatures; but they kept a long way to 
windward the whole time; and if poflible, to their greater 

fhame be it fpoken, infiead of faving the men that fwam to 
their boats, they were employed in taking up geefe, fowls, 

t~bles, chairs, and whatever elfe of the kind came near them • . 
From Il-fr. Parry, an ojjicer, a'ated as aOo'7..1e. 

About half pail one at noon, being in the office adjoining to 
the cabbin, 1 faw the admirai run out, with two or three of

ficers ; 
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and was fo Jucky as, on the 15th of September, 
to come up with and to take the Robufte, about 

20 leagues 

ficers ; on enquiring the caufe, I was alarmed with the fuip's 

being on fire forwards, and it was believed in the boat

fwain's fore ftore-room: every method was taken to extinguifh 

it, but the fmoke was fo violent, no perfon could get nea.r 

enough to find where the fire was. About half paft two we 

made the 1ignal of difirefs; but to render our fituation more 

wretched, the fog came on very thick, and the wind fr~fbened, 

and it was near four before the Glafgow and Alderney got 

intelligence of our condition ; when they repeated che fignal, 

hoifted out their boats, and tlood towards us ; but they not 

knowing we bad taken care to float our powder, wcre under 

{ad apprehenfions we might blow up, and therefore could not 

(confiftent with their own fafety) give us the affiftance our de

plorable condition rendered us fo much in need of. We at

tempted to fcuttle the decks, to let the water on the fire, but 

the people couid not ftand a minute wichout being near fuffo

cated. About half paft four the fmoke increafed, and the 

flames began to break out : the admirai then ordered the 

boats to be hoitled out, got the barge out, and went off, pro

rnifing to bring a fhip along-fide of us. I obferved ber fo 

full her gunwale was almoft with the water, and, in a few 

minutes after, faw her fink at forne diftance a-ftern, and not 

above three or four were faved out of near forty, among whom 

it pleafed God to preferve the admirai: The weather was 

now become clear, but none of the merchantmen would come 

near us. Our officers beha\'ed well, and endeavoured to keep 

the people to the pumps and drawing water, but they now 

were become quite ungovernable. About a quarter before five 

Captain Payton lefc the fhip, and promifed as the admirai; 

but was not able to accon1p!i!h it. About five the long-boat 

was endeavoured to be got out, in \\hi ch were ne ar 1 co peo

pie ; but as they were hoilling her out, one of the tackles 

gave way, by which fbe overfet, and almoft every foui pe

rinlèd: we were now reduced to the g•e:neil difl:refs. You 

may 
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20 leagues well: of Cape Finifl:erre, ]aden \Vith 

6 twenty-four pounders, 12 eighteen pounders, 6 
1ron 

may have forne idea of our miferable condi tion , when I tell 
you the lhip began to be in flames fore and aft, fpreading like 
fl.ax; pe.ople diftraéled, not knowing what they did, and 
jumping over-board from ali parts . I was reduced to the me
lancholly choice of either burning, wi th the lhip, or going 
over-board. Very few that could fwim were taken up, and I 
that could not fwim muft have very little hopes indeed . About 
a quarter pafl: five I went into the admiral's ftern gallery,where 
two young gentlemen were lalhing two tables together for a 
raft; I affifted them, and one of them propofed to make fait 
the lailiing to the gallery, and lower ourfelves clown to the 
tables, then eut the lalhing, and commit ourfelves to the mercy 
of providence : we hoifted over the table, but being badly 

lalhed, one of them we loft ; as foon as the other was clown, 
1 propofed to venture firft, which they readily confented to : 
there was now three boats a-ftern; this was the time or never; 
down 1 went by the rope; but as there was a great fwell of fea, 
it was irnpofiible for any one to follow me, and I was turned 
adrift. By the cries of the people from the lhip to the boats, 
in about five minutes I was taken up, very near drowned. 

715 complement. 26o faved. 
30 paifengers to Gibraltar. 48 5 loft. 

745 74) 

From a midjhipman, dated as ahorvt. 

On Thurfday the 1 3th, about half an hour pail: one in 
the afternoon we were alarmed with fi re in the boatfwain's , 
fore ftore room, which put us all into great diford er ; and it 
being a very thick fog, we could not fee one fhi p in the fl eet. 
We kept firing guns of dift refs, and no filip appearing in ftgh t 
for an hour, we were all in the greateft confiernation ; but 
the fog tb en difpell ing, the Gl afgow hailed. us, to whorn we 
told our condi tion, and earne!tly begged of them to Lve our 

lives. 
VoL. ITI. 

?Q 

D d The 
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iron mortars, 3000 fhells thirteen inches dianfeter, 
and with cordage, canvas, flour, and feveral other 

ftores. 

The fire tlill increafing, we were obliged to hoiff out our 
boats, which from our confufion wcre near three hours fixing 
to the tackles, &c. every body being engaged in prep4ring 19 
fave himfelf. The poop, fiern, and quarter gal!erieli, with 
the fide~, were lined with men and boys, crying out in a motl: 
moving manner to be affifted. During this time, out of twen
ty-three fail of ihips, we bad but three boats to our affifiance, 
and thofe would not come near the ihip for fear of being 
funk, the poor fellows continually jumping over-board; great 
numbers of whom were drowned in our ftght. 

We got our boats out, wbich never returned after going; 
once. By this time the fire had communicated itfdf to the 
middle gun deck, and nobody could go down below, every 
one expeéting his death every minute, .either by fire or water~ 
and were taking Ieave of each other. Soon afrer going out 
of the admiral's cabbin, I faw the ftames coming out in the 
hatchway of the upper gun-deck; I returned immediately. 
and took my leave of the petty officers that were tbere, and 
went over the fiarboard Jlern Iadder, to fave myfelf by fwim
ming, and thanks be to Almighty God, reached a boat, and 
was taken up. 

f bad juft got clear of the ihip when the flarnes became ge
neral, and thofe poor unhappy wretches that could not fwirn, 
were obliged to rernain upon the wreck, with the fire falliog 
down upon them. Shortly after the mafts went away, and 
killed numbers, and thofe that were not killed by the mafts, 
thought thernfelves happy to get upon them. But the fuip 
rolling, by reafon of the great fea, the fire had communicated 
itfelf to ~he guns, which fwept them off the deck in great 
nurnbers, they being allloaded and fhotted, 

Such a terrible fight the oldell men in the fleet fay they 
never faw. Thus ended our unhappy ihip, after burning fix 
hours and a half, who bad as complete a crew, and was as 
well manned as any ihip that ever failed from England. 

Le tt er 
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ftores. This W4S followed by the capture of the 
Caumartin privateer of Dunkirk, commanded by 

M. Jean 

Letter from the majler of a merchantma11 zmder conrvoy if Ad
mirai Broderick. 

Thurfday, April IJ, Pfhant bearing eaft fixty leagues 
àiftance, at noon I faw admirai Broderick hoift a fignal of 
diftrefs; upon which I made what fail I could and went clown 
to him. At one in the afternoon I could difcern the Prince 
George on fire; at two drew pretty near ber, but thought 
they rnight have quenched the fire. At three o'clock I faw 
plainly there was no quenching it. I was within a hundred 

yards of her ftern, but durft not venture a long-fide, the fe~ 
beating high ; befides, the going off of ber guns, and danger 
of blowing up. At four in the afternoon the admirai was 
taken up fwimming, by a merchant fhip's boat, as then the 
fhips that had beats were ali out, and a good many of them 
loft. The weather proving bad, towards night I was within 
piftol-fhot, and there remained forne time; and picked up 
four of ber crew; and had not two of my men run away 
with my boat the night before we failed from St. Helen's, 1 
am confident I could have faved fixty or eighty of them at 
leaft, as I was ail the time nearer to them than any fhip in 
the fleet. What made me venture fo near was, that I knew 
my fhip went weil, and was under good command. At fix, 
what a difmal fight ! the mafts and fails ail in a blaze; hun
àreds of fouis hanging by the ropes along-fide, I could count 
fifty of them hanging over in the ftern ladder, ethers in the 
fea on oars and piect:s of wood; a melancholly fpeél:ade ; be
fides the difmal cries from the fhip, which flill ring in my ears. 
Half an hour paft fix the flames broke out at her broadiide, 
and in lefs than five minutes every bit of her was in flames, 
and fo continued till fevcn, when fhe over-fet, but did not 
fink. I then ran within twenty yards of ber, but my people 
compelled me to go furth~r off, for fear of ftriking on the 
wreck. Ail I can further fay of it, there never was a more 
fuoclüng l1 ght; pray Gad that I may never fee the like 

D d z again. 
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M. Jean Baptift de Cock, new from the ftocks, 
mounting 16 fix pounders, ftuck fuiJ of fwivels 
and mufquetoons, burden 280 tons, and carrying 
147 men. She was taken by his Majefty's lhip 
the Southampton, Captain Gilchrift, after an ob
ftinate engagement of almoft three hours. But the 
moft furprifing capture was the Belliquieux, pierced 
for 66 guns, and had 64 mounted, with 417 men 
on board. This French man of war had got into 
Lundy-road. Which being noticed to Captain 
Saumerez, of his Majefi-y's lhip Antelope, lying 
at Briftol, he failed Y in queft of the enemy; and 
beat down the Channel, as well as he could, with 
a contrary wind. And next day (the Iil: of No
vember) got fight of the Frenchman at anchor, 
below Ilfrecombe; who immediate1y weighed, 
ftood towards the Antelope, hoifted her colours, 
as fhe drew ne ar, and feemed prepared to engage : 
but faon after hauled them clown. Being now 
within gun-fhot, Captain Saumerez fired at the 
Frenchman, and, meeting with no return, fent a 
boat wirh his firft lieutenant, to know if they 
had furrendered. The boat not returning, the 
Anrelope bore clown under her ftern, and de-

again. It was very grievous for me that I could not fave 
more of her men, without running the rifk of fharing her 
fate. The 18th of April the Glafgow, a twenty gun fhip

7 

hoi ll:cd the fignal for ail rnafters of rnerchant fhips to corne on 
board, where the adrniral had his flag hoifted, to know how 
many people we had faved arnongft us, and to deliver them 
up. By the then lill it appeared, that the admirai, Captain 
Pa y ton, and about 2 53 men , w re faved. 

1 On the 31HofOttober, 1758.j 

man ding, 
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manding, whethe~ fhe had ftruck, the Belliquieux A. D. 

anfwered in the affirmative, without fi.ring a fhot. 
1 
i 58• 

She had taken the Carnarvan Indiaman in her 

paffage ; but had parted with her in a gale of 

wind : which was afrerwards retaken' by Admirai 

Bofcawen's fquadron. The Belliquieux was va-

lued at 1 so,ooo 1. 
The Rinoceros, of 3 6 guns, 700 tons, from R ir.oceros. 

~ebec, was taken about the fame time by the 

His, Captain Wheeler, who took out her people 

and funk her. And two days after the Bucking-

ham, of 65 guns, 472 men, able to do duty, 

Captain Richard (now Admirai) Tyrrel, corn- Floriffant. 

mander, attacked the Floriffant of 74 guns, and 

700 men ; a frigate of 3 8 guns, and 3 50 men, 

and another of 2 8 guns, and 2 50 men. The 

engagement was clofe and obftinate, in which the 

captain was wounded and obliged to leave the 

deck and the command to the brave Mr. Mar-

fhal, his firft lieutenant, who, having with cou-

rage and dexterity brought the Buckingham clofe 

up to the Floriffant, was killed by the fidl broad 

fide. The fecond lieutenant took the command, 

and with equal bravery and conduét fought the 

fhip till he made the enemy fbeer off, with con-

fiderable damage in their fhips, and lofs of men. 

Whereas, the Buckingham had no more than 

[even men killed, 17 dangerouüy, and 31 Qightly 

wounded. 
In the lill of Kina's ihips loft this year, we fi nd Litchfield 

o . D11pwreck-
the Litchfield, of 50 g uns, Captam Barton, ed. 

which being feparated from Commodore Keppel's 
D d 3 fquadron 
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fquadron by a ftorm off Cape Cantin, in their ex
pedition againft Goree, was firanded on the coaft 
of Barbary. By which accident 130 men were 
drowned, and 220 were feized by the Moors and 
catried into ilavery, till redeemed, at a vaft ex-

Ships of pence, by the government. The Winchelfea 
w ar taken f f k · h ffi by the ene- man o war, o 24 guns, ta en In er pa age 
my. from South Carolina, by a French man of war 

Ships of 
w ar taken 
thi s ye:u· 
from 
France. 

of 64 guns, and a frigate of 36. In the wind
ward paffage, a French man of war of 7 4 guns, 
picked up the Stork iloop ; and the Bolton tender 
was taken off Mounts Bay, by a fnow privateer 
of 16 guns, after an engagement of three hours. 

So that the account of the fuips of war, taken 
from, and by the French in the courfe of this year, 
francis as follows : 

French jhips of war taken or dejlroyed. 

Ships. Guns. By whom taken. 
Foudroyant So Admirai Ofborne. 
E fperance 7 4 the O rford. 

Alcide 6+ l Admirai Bofcawen. 
Lys 64 ~ 
Orpheus 6-4 
Raifonable 64 
.Arc-en-Ciel so 
Duc d' Aquitain 50 
Aquilon 48 
Royal -Chariot 3 6 
H ermione 36 
M elampe 34 
Emerald . 34 

Admirai Oiborne. 
the Dorfetfhire • 
the L itchfield. 
the E agle. 
the An telope. 
the Torbav. 

J 

the U nicorn. 
the Tartar. 
the Southampton. 

Nymph 
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Nymph 
Brune 
Galatea 

34-
30 
22 -

the Hampton-Court. 
the I-Iuifar. 
the Effex. 

Englijh jhips of war taken by the French. 

Warwick 
Greenwich 
Winchelfea 

60 
î In the Weft-Indies. 50~ 

24--
134-

6 50 Balance in favout of the 
Englifh. 

In this year we have feen the Bririfh flag reftored Remarks 

to its ancient dignity, and our enemies obliged to ~~e~~~: of 

yield up the dominion of the feas to the fuperioriry this year. 

of the Britifh navy.-A year, which will for ever 
record the wifdom of our national councils, the 
conduét of our officers, and the bravery of our 
men employed in the public fervice, borh by fea 
and land; and the chearfulnefs, with which ali 
ranks and denominations amongfi: the people con
tributed towards their fupport.-A year moft fe-
verely felt by ali rhat direét:ly or indireEtly ven-
tured ro difturb the peace, and interrupt the trade 
of the Bririfh dominions, orto carry on a clande-
ftine commerce with the enemies of Great Britain. 
-A year, which demonftrated by the great in-
creafe of its commerce, that the ftrength and 
riches of the nation depend upon thofe meafures, 

D d 4 which 
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A. D. which were then taken by the miniftry to proteél: 
1758· our navigation, and to beat all oppofition out of 

the feas. 
on the ad- The plan laid clown by the miniftry for the 
mi'niftra- operations of this year, was to fecure this iOand · 
tion. 

from invafion, and to defeat the fchemes for ruin-
ing ou~ colonies in America; in preference to any 
intereft of our allies, on the continent ; though 
not without paying a due regard to thofe treaties, .' 
and that intereft, which require ~he aid of Britain ·· 

in defence of the liberties of Europe in general, 
and of the proteftant intereft in particular. 
' For this purpÔfe they did not apply to Hanover, 
Beffe and Hciland, for a military aid, to be im
ported hither at an immenfe expence, to guard our 
coaft againft a French invaGon: a meafure, by 
which former minifters bad lavifhed away the 
riches of the nation ; expofed the Britifh courage 
to the ridicule and contempt of the enemy; en
çouraged them to hector over a difarmed people, 
terrified by every report of their motions towards 
the coaft of the Channel, and endangered the 
common liberty of thefe kingdoms, by placing 
our privileges, property and lives, under the pro-
teétion of a foreign army. But they provided for 
our in tet nJ.l fecurity by conftituting a regular and 
well-difciplined militia, whofe expence doth not 
amoLJnt to a tenth parr of IO,ooo foreign auxili
aries imported, and whofe ftrength is ten times 
more to be relied upon. The hireling will fiee in 

time of danger: bm he, who takes up a weapon 

for 
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for felf defence, will die rather than be made a A. D. 
flave. 1758. 

Our fleets were not blocked up in the ports of 
England, to wait the delufive motions of the 

· ·French armaments and preparations, pretended to 

waft their troops in fiat-bottomed boats into Bri
tain : neither was our army augmented to confume 
the national treafure in idlenefs at home, and in 

.. unprofitable and expenfive encampments and pa-
~ - rade.-The Britifh navy was permitted to carry 
. its power into the ocean, and the army to enter 

into aétual fervice.-The happy fruits of which 
èouncils, were gathered in the conqueft of Sene
gal, Goree, and Louiibourg, with ·other acquifi
tions in North America; and in the damages done 
to the enemy on the coafl: of France, exclufive of 
the deftruétion of the French navy, and the total 
ftop putto their trade and commerce, both in their 
own and in neutral bottoms. Y et thefe great and 
glorious advantages are no more than an earneft of 
that fuccefs, which was obtained afterwards by 
the vigorous meafures now adopted. 

Till now the Britifh lion had not been at liberty On Briti!h 

to make ufe of his natural weapons, and to exert conrage. 

his ftrength ; nor in a fituation to give proofs of 
his conduEt and courage.-A long feries of pacifie 
meafures had almoft worn out the veterans, and 
the navy and army were too much under the com-
mand of fine gentlemen, whofe gaities, pleafures, 
felf-indulgence, and conneEtions with thofe men 
in power, that preferred any meafures to a necef-
fary war, were bad incitements to milirary glory. 

_Y et, 
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A. D. Y et, that innate courage, w hich will al ways dif-

1758· caver itfelf in the Englifh, when led on to aétion, 

was no fooner delivered from the toils, which had 

for many ~ars kept them in a ftate of inaétivity, 

but we faw them brave ali dangers: St. Maloes 

and Cherburg felt the power of their arms : St. 

Cas is a monument of their intrepidity: and the 

undaunted refolution, with which the landing was 

made at Gabarus-bay, ihews that our feamen and 

foldiers on]y wanted an opportunity to convince 

the world, that they are the defcendents of thofe 

heroes, who conquered France, and for ages here

tofore maintained the dominion of the feas. 

How far thofe meafures tended towards com

pofing all murmurings at home, and to influence 

foreign ftates in our favour, was immediately feen 

in the uniting of parties for promoting the national 

intereft, and in that weight, which our advantages 

had amongft forne perfons abroad, who might 

otherwife have been induced by family attach

ments and Gallic intrigue, to join our natural ene

mies. 
By the meafures, upon which the operations 

of this year were executed, our enemies were de

prived of thofe means, wirhout which it was im

poffible to continue thar war with advamage, 

which they began with hopes to ruin their neigh

bours. Their navigation was entirely ruined; and 

their deviee to avail themfelves of the friendfhip 

of Dutch carriers, turned out, not only to their 

greater lofs, but furnifhed England with an op· 

portunity to con vince a treacherous ally, that who-

ever, 
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ever, under the cover of a neutrality, take upon A. D. 

them to council, to aid orto fupport the enemies I75
8

· 

of Great Britain, muft expeét to be treated, as 
her profeffed enemies, when taken in the aét of 
covering the enemy's property. 

Their diftrefs in France at this junéture is not Difrrefs of 

to be defcribed. The new manner of attacking France. 

them, this fummer, threw their miniftry into con-
fufion. The mqment that the French were made 
to feel the weight of our natural ftrength, their 
<:ouncils, which had been cried up fo much for 
unanimity and confiftency, were divided, confufed, 
and rendered incapable of doing al!_Y thing ef
feétually, either for invading us, or for defending 
their own trade and dominions. Nothing profper-
ed in their cabinet, nothing fucceeded in their 
operations, to effeét, either by fea or land, during 
the whole year. Their merchants were no longer 
able to fupport their credit, their manufaétures 
were at a ftand, and their whole land mourned 
over the ravages made by the diftreffes of a bloody, 
expenfive, inglorious, and ruinous war. 

From the time we adopted thofe meafures, the FJourith

nation bas not been terrified by reports of a French ing frate ~ 
Great Bn- • 

army to invade us, and to eut our tbroats. We tain. 

have bad no heart burnings at home about raifing 
of money to carry on a war for the foie advantage 
of forne petty ally ; neither has our trade and com-
merce been expofed to the force of our enemies, 
nor to the treachery of our falfe friends. 

The flourifuing frate of our colonies, of our 
ifiands, of ali our fettlements and kingdoms, both 

3 fur 
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for their imports and exports, in the courfe of the 

year paft, exceed ali that ever was before. Our 

rnerchants and manufaéturers, our planters and 

navigators, were never in fo fair a way to ferve 

themfelves and their country. Both riches and 

feamen increafed under the proteétion of a well

regulated and appointed navy. The nation that 

can beft proteét their trade, will be always moft 

capable of finding the finews of war ; and the 

moft extenfive navigation is moft likely to turn 

out the greateft number of able bodied feamen, 

without which a maritime nation cannot fubfift. 

Such was the frate of the nation when the par

liament met, on the 23d day of November. 

The feffion was opened by commifiion: and his 

Majefty being indifpofed, the Lord Keeper, by his 

Majefty's command, made the following fpeech. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

1 N purfuance of the aurhoriry given to us by 

his M ajtft y's commiffion under the great feal, 

amongft other things to declare the caufes of his 

holding this parliament, h is l\1aj efty has been gra

ciouOy pleafed to direét us to affure you, rhat he 

always receives the higheft f:uisfaétion, in being 

able to lay befo~e you any events, that may pro

more the hono ur and intereft of his kingdoms. 

Thar, in confequence of your advice, and en

abled by thar affiftance, whtch you unanimouOy 

ga e him, his M 1jefty has exerted his endeavours 

to carry on the war in the moft vigorous m anner, 

in order to thar deiirable end, al ways to be wifhed; 

a fafe 
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-a fafe and honourable peace. lt has pleafed the 
divine Providence to biefs his Majefty's meafures 
and arms with fuccefs in feveral parts: and to 
make our enemies feel, that the ftrength of Great 
Britain is not to be provoked with impunity. 

vVe have it alfo in command from his Majefty 
to acquaint you, rhat the conqueft of the !hong 
fortrefs of Louifburg, with the inands of Cape 
Breton and St. John; the taking of Frontenac, 
of the higheft importance to our operations in 

· North America, and the reduét:ion of Senegal; 
cannot fail to bring great diihefs upon the French 
commerce, and colonies; and, in proportion, to 
procure great advantages to our own. That na
tion has alfo been made fenfible, that, whi lft their 
forces are fent forth to in vade and ravage the domi
nions of their neighbours, their own coafts are not 
inacceffible to his Majefty's fieets and armies. 
This they have experienced in the demolition of 
their works at Cherburg, ereét:ed at a great ex
pence, with a parricular view to annoy this coun
try ; and in the lofs of a great number of lhips 
and veffels ; but no treatment, however injurious 
to his Majefty, could tempt him to make retalia
tion on the innocent fubjeét:s of that crown. 

In Germany, his ·Majefty's good brother the 
King of Pruffia, and Prince Ferdinand of Brunf
wick, have found full employment for the armies 
of France, and her confederates ; from which our 
operations, both by fea, and in A merica, have de
rived the mofr evident advantage. Their fuc
ce{f~s. owing, ur. der God., to their able conduét:, 

and 
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A. D. and the bravery of his Majefty's troops and thofe 
175 8· of his allies, have been fignal 'lnd glorious. 

His Majefty has furthef commanded us to ob· 
ferve to you, thFJ.t the common caufe of liberty 
and independency is fiill making noble and vigor
ous efforts, againft the unnatural union formed to 
opprefs it. Thllt the commerce of his fubjeéès, 
the fource of our riches, has, by t'he vigilant pro
teél:ion received from his Majefty's fleer, flouriih
ed in a manner not to be parallelled during fuch 
troubles. In this frate of things, his Majefty, in 
his wifdom, thinks ir unneceffary to ufe many 
words to perfuade you to bear up againft ali diffi
culties ; effeétuall y to ft and by, and defend his 
Majefty; vigorotlily to fupport the King of ,Pruf
fja, and the reft of his Majefty's allies ; and to 

· exert your[elves to reduce our enemies to equitable 
terrns of accommodation. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The uncommon extent of this war, in different 
parts, occafions it to be uncommonly expenfive. 
This his Majdty has ordered us to declare to you, 
that he fincerely laments, and feels deeply for the 
burdens of his people. The feveral eftimates are 
ordered to be laid before you ; and his Majefty 
defires only fuch fupplies, as ihall be requifite tCJ 
puih the war with advanrage, and be adequate to 
the neceffary fervices. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

His Majefry has, in the laft place, graciou!ly 
commanded us to affure you, that he takes fo much 

f <:> t-;,. 
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fatisfaél:ion in thar good ha.rmony, which fubfifts 
amongft hig faithful fubjeéts, that it is more pro
per for him now to thank you for i.t, than to repeat 
his exhortations to it. This ·union, neceffary at 
ail times, is more efpecially fo in fuch critical con
junétures; and his Majefiy doubts nor, but the 
good effeéts we have found from ir, will be the 
ftrongeft motives to you to purfue ir. 

431 
A.D. 
1]58. 

This fpeech was received with great approba- Remarks, 
. b b h h fc f l' h h and the ad-tlOn y ot ou es o par 1amenr, w o ad never dreffes of 

heard fuch an enumeration of national advantages, both 
houfes. 

in return for the fupplies, they had raifed for the 
fupport of wars, un der former adminifl:rations z. 

They 

z The humhle addrefi of the right honourahle the Lords JPiritual 
and temporal in parliament ajfembled. 

Die Jarvis, 2 3 ° Nocvemhris, 1 7 58. 

Mp!\ GracÎO!lS Sovereign, 

We, your Majell:y's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeél:s, the 
lords fpiritual and temporal, in parliament affl!mbled, beg 
leave to approach y our throne, with hearts full of that duty and 
affeaion to your facred perfon and government, which become 
the moft faithful fubjeéts to the bell: of kings. 

That confiant regard and attention, which your Majefty has 
fhewn to the honour and interell: of your kingdoms, have filled 
our minds with the moft grateful fentiments, and we fee, with 
real fatisfaétion, thofe aéhve and vigilant efforts, which your 
Majefty, in your grea.t wifdom, has made, to carry on the 
war with vigour, in arder to the defirable end, which we aU 
wilh, a fafe and honourable peace. 

J uftice and good policy required, that our enemies fhould 
f-eel, how dangerous it is for them to provoke the fpirit and 
ftrength of the Britilh nation. We acknowledge, with be

CQmÎn~ 
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They acknowledge their real fatisfaél:ion with the 

meafures thar had been taken : and fincerely con
gratulated 

coming thankfulnefs, the goodnefs of the divine Providence, 

in having crowned your Majefiy's meafures and arms with 

fuccefs, in feveral parts ; and we joyfully congratulate your 

Majefiy, on the conque ft of the ihong fortrefs of Louifbourg, 

with the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John, the taking of 

Frontenac, and the reduétion of Senegal. The high Îlll:

portance of thefe fucce1fes is apparent, in the reputation 

thereby acquired to your Majefly's arms, and in the difirefs 

they cannot fail to bring upon the French commerce and co

lonies, as weil as in the happy effeéts procured to thofe of 

Great Britain. 

W e have feen, with the warmefi emotions of refentment, 

the exorbitant devaflations committed by the armies of France, 

upon the dominions of your Majefty, and thofe ofyour allies, 

in Germany. -They muft now have experienced how mucb, 

in confequence of their unbounded ambition to invade their 

neighbours, their own coafis are expofed, in the demolition of 

their expenfive works at Cherburg, particularly intended for 

the annoyance of this country; and in the lofs of fo many 

ibips and ve!l'els, as weil privateers as others, in their ports. 

At the fame cime, we cannot fufficiently admire your Majefiy's 

magnanimity and moderation, in not having hitherto reta

liated, on the innocent fubjeéts of that crown, the injuriou5 

treatment which you have received. 

We have a juil fenfe of the real advantages derived to the 

operations of Great Briëain in particular, as well as to the 

common caufe in general, from the wife condutt of the King 

of Pruffia, and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick. Their great 

abilities, and the bravery of your Majefty's troops, and thofe 

of your allies, have been fignally confpicuous in the fucce1fes, 

with which they ha1•e been attended, and rnufl he acknow

ledged by all Europe. 

Nothing can poilibly be of greater national importance, 

than the navigation and commerce of your fubje&; and we 

return 
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gratulated his Majefty on the fuccefs of his arms. 
They were fenfible of the importance of our con-

quefts ; 

return your Majelly our dutirut thanks for that proteétion 

and fecurity, which they have received from your royal care, 

in the difpofition of your Reet, to which their prefent flourifh

ing condition is fo much owing. The fiagnation of our ene

my's trade, and the taking and defiroyed fo many of their 

capital fhips of war, ought, in this view, to be reckoned 
amongfi the mofi happy events. 

Permit us to declare our grateful fenfe of that paternal ten

dernefs, which your Majefiy has exprelfed for the burdens of 

your people. We receive from chenee the firongefi encou

ragement to adhere, the more firmly, to the caufe of the 

proteilant religion and public liberty, againtl: any unnatural 

union formed to opprefll it. In this juft caufe we will, to our 

u~moft, efFeétually fiand by and defend your Majefiy ; fupport 

the King of Pruffia, and the refi of your allies ; and vigorouf

ly: exert ourfelves to reduce our enemies to equitable terms of 
accommodation. 

Our duty and fidelity to your Majelly, and our zeal for 

the protefiant fucceffion in your royal family, are uniform and 

unalterable; our prayers for the prolongation of your preci

ous life, and aufpicious reign over us, are finc~re and fervent: 

and we beg leave to give your Majefty the firongefi afi'urances. 

that nothing !hall be wanting, on our part, to improve union 

and good harmony arnongfi: ali your fubjeéts, for promoting 

and fecuring thefe interefiing and effential objeéts. 

His Majejly'; mojl gracious anfwcr. 

My Lords, 
I return you my hearty thanks for this very dutiful and affec

tionate addrefs. The fati sfaélion which you exprefs in my mea

fures, and the zeal you fhew for my honour and fupport, the 

true intereft of my kingdoms, and the affiflance of my allies, 

as well as for purfuing the war with vigour, are highly accep· 

table ta me: they cannat fail to produce the beft effeéts in the: 

prefent conj unél:ure. 

VoL. III. E e The 
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quefts ; and with the warmefr emotions refented 
the French inhumaniry towards our German allies. 

They 

The honourable the Houfe of Commons prefented their 

addrefs to his Majefry, which was as follows : 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjetts, the Cam· 

mons of Great Britain, in parliament affembled, return your 
Majefty our rnoft fincere and hearty thanks for the fpeech de

livered, by your Majefty's command, tc bath houfes of par
liament. 

We beg le ave to congratula te y our Majefty, with hearts full 
of the mo ft unfeigned joy, upon the many fignal fucceifes.
with which it has pleafed divine Providence to blefs your Ma
jefty's meafures and arros in feveral parts of the world; par
ticularly in the important conqueft of the ftrong fortrefs of 
Louifbourg, with the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John; 
the taking of Frontenac, fo effen:i..al to our operations in 
North America; the reàuél:ion of the valuable fettlement of 
Senegal ; the total demolition of the har!.)Qur and works of 
Cherburg, ereéled at fo great expence by the enemy, with a 
particular view 1.0 annay thi -, country ; and the deftruéliou of 
the fuipping and privatecrs ·in the ports of France 

Y our Majdly's faithful Commons feel, wi~h the higheft fa
ti5faé1:ion, how greatly thetè e,·ents redound t0 the lwnour and 
interefts of your Majeily'. bngJoms, ro the upholding the 
reputation of the Bricifh arms , and to the maintaining and ex
tending the glories of yoùr Majefty 's reign. 

We have the moft lively fen ie of the Ce happy confequence~ 
(under God) of your Majefty's wifdom in the pO\\erful ex
ertion of the naval force of thefe kingdoms, to the annoyance 

and diftrefs of the fleets, trade, and navigation ~f France. 
wh1lft ·the commerce of Great Britain flou nib es in full protec
ti.on and fecurity; and at the fame time, of your Majefiy's 
juflice and magnanimity, in fieadily fupponing your allies, 

and 
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They allowed that the operations of Great Britain 

in America, &c. received real advantages from 
the 

and in carrying on with vigour, in ali parts, this arduous and 
neceffary war. 

It is with joy and admiration we fee the glorious efforts made 

in Gerruany, by your Majefty's great ally the King of Pruffia. 

and thofe made by Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, feconded 

by the valour of your Majefiy's troops, and thofe of your 

allies; and that full employment has thereby been given to ail 

the armies of France~ and of her confederates : from which. 

our operations, both by fea and in America, have received 

the mo ft evident and important advantages. 

Permit us to affure your MajeHy, that your faithful Corn-' 

mons, juilly ar.imated in defence of the righrs of your Ma

jefty's crown, and of the protell:ant religion, and the common 

çaufe of liberty and independency, againll: the dangerous uni

on, which hath been formed to opprefs them, will bear up 

againft all difficulties, and exert themfelves to the utmoll:, by 

gran ting to your Majefty fuch fupplies as lhall be nece!f,uy • 

effeél:ually to fiand by, and defend your Majefiy, and vigor

oufly to fupport the King of Pruilia, and the reft of your 

Majefty's allies ; firmly relying on the wifdom and goodnefs 

of y our Majefty, th at the fame will be applied , in the propereft 

manner, to pufh the war with advantage, and to reduce the 

enemy to equitable terms of a fafe, honourable, and lafting 

peace. 
We beg leave, alfo, to exprefs our mofl: grateful fenfe of 

the paternal fatisfaél:ion your Majefly takes, in that good har

mony, which fubfifts amongft your faithful fubjeéls; and of 

your Majefty's gracious acceptance of the univerfal zeal and 

affeél:ion of your pe9ple; which falutary union hath enabled 

us fo effeélually to exert our ftrength abroad, and hath pre

ferved, at home, t~anqu illity, fafety, and public credit; and 

wc truft, that the continuance of the fame truly national fpirit 

will, by the b1eiling of God, be attended with the like happy 

effeéh for the future. 
E e z His 

435 
A. D. 
1758. 



+36 THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A. D. the war in Germany, and promifed, to their ut; 175 8• moft, effeB:ually to ftand by and defend his 1\la ... 
jefty; and fupport the King of Pruffia, and the 
reft of his allies. They thank'd him for his royal 
care in the difpofition of the fleet, to which the 
flouri!hing condition of our trade was fo much 
owing : and reckon'd the ftagnation of the enemy's 
trade, and the taking and deftroying fo many of 
their capital !hips of war amongft the moft happy 
events z. And we !hall fee th at the parliament 

o{ 

His Majejly's mo.ft gradous anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

I return you my thanks for yonr dutiful and afFeéüonate ad• 
drefs ; and for this frefh mark of your unanimous zeal in de
fence of me and my crowo, and of my good brother the King 
of Pruffia, and the reft of my allies. 

Y ou may depend on my conftant endeavours for the pre
fervation of my kingdoms, their trade, and colonies; and for 
the liberties of Europe. 

z Ships of war talunftom tin French }ince Midjummer, 1755• 
Guns. Taken by 
64 Alcide l By Admirai Bofcawen in North America. 
64 *Lys S * mountedonly 24 <u.•hen taken. 
50- In North America, by the Norwich and Litchfield. 
36 Chariot Royal, Flute. In the Bay of Bifcay, by the 

Torbay. 
16 Efcarboucle, Corvette. In the channel, by the Ifia. 
~6 Emeralde, off Breft, by the Southampton, 
28 Hermione, in the Bay, by the Unicorn, 
z8 Bienacquife, in ditto, by the Sheernefs. 
8o Foudroyant, l 
6

4 
Orphee, Sin the Mediœrranean, by Adm. OJborne. -

22 Galatee, in the Bay, by the Effex. 
64 Raifonable, in ditto, by the Dorfet!hire; 

4-4 Loue. 
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of Great Britain did not mean thefe addreffes to 

be mere echo or compliment to their fovereign, 

but 

44 Loue, Flute, mounted only 36, when taken in the Mecli. 

terranean, by the St. Albans. 

64 Bienfaiîant I 
36 Diana at Louifbourg, by Admirai Bofcawen. 

26 Eccho 

J6 Guirlande, in the channel, by the Rainbow. 

I 4 Hanovre, in ditto, by the Lizard, 

64 Belliqueux, in Briftol channel, by the Antelope. 

ioo Guns. 
French jhips of war lo.ft .fince that time. 

74 Efperance, funk in the Bay, by the Orford. 

64 Leopard, bumt at Louifbourg. 

30 Concord, loft in the Bay. 

-4-6 Junon, loft at the entrance of Mahon harbour, 

48 Aquilon, deftroyed by the Antelope. 

24 Nymphe, burnt by the Hampton-Court, on the ifland oF 
M:1jorca. 

36 Brune, funk in the Bay, by the Hu{far and Dolphin. 

24 Mutine, loft on the dogger bank. 

64 Opiniatre I 
64 Eveille loft at Breft. 

50 Greenwich 
50 burnt on the ftocks at St. Maloes. 

74 Entreprenantl 
74 Prudent 
64 Capricieux 
64 Celebre ~ All funk or otherwife deftroyed at Loui.C.. 

50 A pol! on 1 bourg. 
24 Fidele 
16 Biche 
16 Cherre J 
z6 Rote, burnt on the illand of Majorca, by the Monmouth. 

10 Rhinoceros, funk in the Bay, by the His. 

998 Guns. Befides two frigates, names unknown, burnt at 

347 
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but that they were in earneft, and aél:ed conform
able to thofe declared fentiments; and thar they 
had the pleafure to find their at1s to be entirely 
fatisfaétory to their confrituents, as well as to the 
court. 

The irreconcileable difpofition of the belligerant 
powers made it apparent, that the only way. to pro
cure an honourable and lafring peac~ was not to 
abate in our vjgour, but as mùch as poffible to 
exert the power of Great Britain : and as this 
would add to the burden of the war, the Corn
mons, with the greateft chearfulnefs and unani-

Thegrants miry, voted 12,749,8601. b for to enable his Ma
forthe year J. efty 17 59• 

Ships of rwar_ ~aken hy the French in that time. 
Guns. Ta.Men by 

6o Wawick, in the Weft-Indies, by D'Aubigny's fquadron. 
50 Greènwich, inditto, by Beaufremout's. 

110 Guns. 

Engli_/h ftips loft during that ti;r.e • . 
66 Mars, in Hallifax harbour. 
6o Tilbury, off Louifbourg. 
74 Invincible, near Langfton harbour. 
8o Prince George, burnt going to the Mediterranean. 

280 Guns. 

b Grar.!s for the ;·ear 17 59• 

For 6o,ooo feamen, wcluding q.,8+5 marines, and [. 
ordnance for lèa fcrvice 3, xzo,ooo 

For SZ•343 efleéli ve men for guard5 and garrifons, 
and ether land forces in Great 'Britain, Guernfey, 
and Jerfey I,zs6,131 

For the pay of the general and ftaff officers, and 
officen of the hofr,ital ,.., • Q • 
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jefty to perform the intentions of his fpeech. lt 
will alfo be an illulhious and perpetuai monument 

to 

For the forces and garrifons in the plantations and 
Gibrcrltar , and for pro v dions for the garrilons in 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Providence, Cape 
Bret~n. and Senegal 

For four regimLnts of foot, and one battalion, on 
the Irifh efiabliihment, ferving in North America 

and ~. frica ----
For the charge of the office of ordnance for land · 

fervice 
For the extra-expence of the ordnance in 17)8, not 

provided for 
For the ordinary of the navy, including the half-pay 
.:. to fea cff. cers 
For the fnpport of Greenwich hofpital 
For 38,ooo of the troops of Hanover, \Volfen

buctle, Saxe Gotha, and Buckeburg, with the 
general and ft aff officers . - · 

For 19,01 2 Heilians, with the general and ftaff offi-
cers, and the officers of the hofpital, and train of 

220,790 

artillery, purfuant to treaty - - 339•-f-80 
Towards defraying the charges of forage, &c. for • · 

the army under Prince Ferdin'and · 

Towards paying oft' the debt of the navy 
For a!lowance to tne officers and privat(! men of the 

horfe goards, and regiment of h01-fe reduced, and 
· the fuperannuated men of the horfe guards 
To the reduced officers of the land forces and ma-

nnes 
For the penfion5 of widéws of ditto, married be-

fore December 2 5, 17 l6 
To the King of Pruilia, purfuant ta the convention 

Tci the landgrave of Heife CaiTel, purfuant to treaty 
To defray the like fum, raifed laft feffions, and 

charged u pon the firft aids -
Ee+ 

soo,ooo 
I,ooo,ooo 

z,u8 
67o,oco 
6o.ooo 

Soo,oco 
Fo~ 

439 ' 
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to the minifter's honour, that this fum, which 
exceeds any that ever had been granted in that 

hou fe 

For J:>uilding, rebuilding, and repairing his Ma. 
jefty's fhips 

For the out penfioners of Chelfea hofpital 
For widening and enlargir.g the paffage over Lon

don bridge 
To the Foundling hofpital -
For tranfport fervice, and viétualling the land forces 

for 1758. 
For fupporting the colon y of Nova Scotia for 17 59 
For defraying the charges of fupporting ditto in 

1757 ----
For the civil eftabli!hment of Georgia, from June 

24, 1758, to June 14, 1759 _ 
To make good the geficiency of the additional duty 

on licences for retailing wine, the duty on coals 
exported, &_c. on the sth of July 1758 

To make good the deficiency of the duty on glafs 
and f pirituous liq uors 

For fupporting the Britifi1 forts on the coaft of Africa 
To Roger Long~ D. D. Lowndes 's a!lron.omical and 

geometrical profdfor at Cambridge, for difcharg
ing a mortgage upon an eftate devifed by Thomas 
Lowndes, Efq; (inventor of a method for melio. 
rating brine fait) for the endowroent of the faid 
profeliorfhip, and other expences of the faid Dr. 

Long 
For paying and cloatl:ing the militia to the z5th of 

March 176o 
For the extra-expences of the land forces, &c. in 

17 58, not pro-vided for 
For fortifying Chatham dock --
For fortifying Portfmouth town 
For fortifying Plymouth citadel 
For fortifying Milford havea 

g. 
200,000 

z6~ooo 

1 s,ooo 
so,ooo 

11,279 

8,88z 

1,z8o 

90,000 

466,ï86 
708 

6,937 
2 5• 159 
10,000 

For 
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houfe before, was given with pleafure and harmo- A D. 

ny. Such was the implicit confidence of the re- l7S
8

· 
r. · d f h h l l . Theirfaitlt pre1entat1ves, an o t e w o e peop e m oNE in hi s Ma-

man, whofe intebarity and zeal for his counu·y's jefty's_ 
counclls. 

welfare they did not doubt; and of whofe fpirit 
and abilities for humbling the enemy they had al
ready feen fuch examples, thar they could ·not 
but rely on his known honefty and vigilance to-

For paying the debts upon the e!l:ate forfeited to the [, 
crown by the attainder of Lord John Drummond 69 ,91 l 

To the Eaft India company for defending their fet-

tlements zo,ooo 
To the provinces in North America, for the ex-

pences of troops raifed by them - -- zoo,ooo 
To the innholders on w hi ch the Heffian troops were 

billetted in 1758 2,500 

For augtnenting the falaries of the judges in Great 

Britain * 1 r ,450 
To the widow of Nicholas Hardinge, Efq; for the 

ballance of an account for printing the journals 

of the Houfe of Commons 779 
.For intereft for money laid out to purchafe iands 

about Chatham, Portfmouth, and Plymouth 1,716 
For purchafing land3 about ditto 2,443 
To defray any extra-expence of the war in r 7 59 1 ,ooo,ooo 

Total 12,749,86o 

* To the puifne judges of the King's Bench, and all of the 
Common Pleas soo 1. each; the chief baron of the Exchequer 
10001. the re!l: of the barons soo!. To the judges in Scot
land, viz. the prefident of the court of Seffion, and chief 

baron of the Exchequer, 3001. each ; and to the other judges 
of thefe courts zoo 1. each. To the juftices of Chefrer and 
Wales, viz. to the chief juftice of Chefter zoo 1. and to each 
of the j uftices of the Great &effions in Wales 1 5o 1. 

wards 
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A. D. wards the Britifh power and intereft. A conduél:, 
1
75

8
· not fupporred by faction, but rouzed by the mi-

nifter's inrrepidity, firmnefs and vigilance, to re
venge the national injuries upon a perfidious enemy. 

The Corn- The I-Ioufe of Commons did furrher exprefs 
~~~~s to their approbation of the meafures pur[ued a6ainft 
Admirai France, by ordering their thanks c, by the Speaker, 
Ofborne, 
and his an-
fwer. c The Right Honourable the Speaker acquainted the houfe, 

th ::tt in obed1ence to their commands, he: had fignified to Ad-_ 

miral Ofborne their tr.anks, and had recei.ved the foEowing 
1 

anfwer: 

S I R~ 
I want words to exprefs my fenre of tl1e honour the houfe 

of Commons has been plea[ed to confer upon me, and only 

hope that you, Sir, \\ill be as gracious tome in repre'enting 
my gra!Îtuàe to that auguft a!femb1y, as y ou h::.ve been in ac

quainting oe with their fa\ ou ra ble acceptance of my fen ices. 
I ha\'e clone no more than my duty. I have only been the 

humble, though happy, inftrument of ex cutiog t he wife mea

fu~es direél:cd by his i\Jajefty. 

I have no title, Sir, to any g1ory, but \Vhat is common to 
me as a feaman, and as an Eng!J fhn. an zealoJs for the ferv1ce. 
of my country, \\ hich is plea!~J to reward me \ •Jth this in

Hance of their approbation. From the fituation of my healtb,_ 

Sir, I can fl.mer myfelf with ha ·i!'g b:tt few opponunilies of 
emplo)ing ôe r<.!:nainètr of my !ife, in a gr ... tt!ful exertion of 

my abi!ijes for he honour and intereft of my country. But 

as the houfe of Commons is fo glorioufly watchful to encou
rage the grea:etl rn rit, by rew_rdin T the leaft, England can 
never want good oilicers; and however honoured I am by this 

difhnél:ion, may my favices be the moft inconliderable, that. 

fuall be thus acknowlt!dged. I am, wi h the greateft refpeél:, 

Dec. 8, 17 )S. 

Sir, 

Y our moft obedient, and 

11oft humble fen·ant, 

HENRY 0 BORNE. 

http://Engliih.n-.an
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to Admirai Ofborne, for his vigilance and fervice A. D. 

jn the Mediterranean, whereby the enemy was de-
1
75

8
· 

prived of the fervice of one half of their naval force, 
and of the means to relieve Louifbourg, &c. And To Admi

Ad~iral Bofcawen, returned from the conqueft of~:1!e~:
Loui!bourg, having taken his feat in the houfe, 
(on the 12th) the Speaker, purfuant to an order 
of the Commons on the 6th, gave him their 
thanks as he ftood in his place, in thefe words, 
with an air of awful dignity, fuitable to the im
portance of the fubjeél:, and to the affembly in 
which it was fpoken. 

Admirai Bofcawen ! 

THE houfe have unanimouily refolved, th at 
thanks fhould be given to you for the fer

vices you have done to your King and country in 
North America; and it is my dury to convey 
their thanks to you. 

1 wifh I could do it in a manner fuitable to the 
occafion, and as they ought to be given to you, 
now ftanding in your place, as a member of this 

hou fe. 
But were 1 able to enumerate and fet forth, in 

the beft manner, the great and extenfive advan
tages accruing to this nation from the conqueft of 
Louifbourg, with the iilands of Cape Breton and 
St. John, I could only exhibit a repetition of what 
has already been, and is, the genuine and uniform 
fenfe and language of every part of the kîngdom. 

The ir 
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Their joy too has been equal to their fentiments 

upon this interefting event ; and in their fenti. 

ments and jo y they have carried their gratitude 

alîo to you, Sir, as a principal inftrument in thefe 

moft important acquifitions. 
Y ou are now therefore receiving the acknow· 

ledgments of the people, only in a more folemn 

way-by the voice, the general voice, of their 

reprefentatives in parliament :-The moft honour

able fame that any man can arrive at, in this, or 

any ot,her country. It is, on thefe occafions, a 

national honour, from a free people; ever cau

tioufly to be conferred, in order to be the more 

efteemed-to be the greater reward ; and which 

ought to be referved for the moft fignal fervices 

to the ftate, and the mo ft approved mer ir in them: 

fuch as this houfe has ufually, and very lately, 

made their objeél:s of public thanks. 

The ufe, I am perfuaded, you will make of 

this juft teftimony, and high reward of your fer

vices and meri , will be the preferving in your 

own mind a ]afting impreffion of what the Corn. 

mons of Great Britain are now rendering to you, 

and in a conftant continuance of the zeal ahd ar

dour for' th'e glory of your King and country, 

whiclr have made you to deferve it. 
ln obecHence to the commands of the houfe 1 

clo, with gre·at pleafure to myfelf, give you the 

thanks of the houfe, for the fervices you have 

done to your King and country in North Ame

nca. 

TTnnn 
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Upon which Admiral Bofcawen faid; 

Mr. Speaker! 

445 
A. D. 
1]58· 

I am happy in having been able to do my duty: Admirai 

but have not words to exprefs my fenfe of the di- ~n~~c~:: 
ftinguifhing reward, that has been conferred upon fwer. 

me by this houfe : nor can 1 enough thank you, 
Sir, for the polite and elegant manner, in which 
you have been pleafed to convey to me the refolu~ 
tion of the houfe. 

THE 
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Containing the progrefs of the war betwem the allies 
and France, and between the gt·and confederales 
and the King of Prujjia. Cfhe batt!es of Bergen 
and Minden by Prince Ferdinand. Cfhe battles of 
Zullichatt and of Cunnerfdorf, by the Pru.flians. 
Cfhe rvarious fucafs of the lmperiali.fls, Auflrians 
and PruJ!ians in Saxony, Silfjia, Lufatia, &c. 
Y'he meafures of the Hïitifh councils, and the. 
fuccefs of their arms, in the W e.ft lndies and North 
America. The conque.ft of Guadaloupe. 'The battle 
and furrender of Si!.. uebec, a11d conquefl of Canada, 
'licondaroga, Crown- Point and Niagara. A 
French invafion defeated by our operations on the 
coafl of France, and the de.ftruflion of their jleet 
from 'I'cu!on, by .ddmirat Bofcawen off Lagos, and 
from Bre.ft by Admira! Hawke off Belleifle. '!he 
war in the Eajllndies. 'J'he furrender of Surat. 

'J'he 
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'l'he treachery of the Dutch. :fhe French de
feated by Colonel Clive in Bengal, and their j!eet 
by Admira! Pocock. Peace offered to their ene
mies, by his Britannic M aje.fly and the King of 
Pru.f!ia. 

T HE par1iament having granted almoft .two 
millions for the foie purpofe of carrying on 

the war in Germany, exclufive of the extraordi-
nary expence of tranfporting and recruiring our na-
tional troops, in aétual fervice upon that part of the 
continent; of the train of artillery, convoys, forage, 
hofpitals and other contingencies of a campaign; 
the fubfidy was paid to Pruffia, renewed under 
the fame conditions, as had been ftipulated by laft 
year's treaty; and the army, under Prince Ferdi-
nand, was ftrengrhened by frefh reinforcements 
from England, augmented with German recruits, 
and fupplied with every neceŒ~ry and conveni-
ence required to enable, and to encourage them 
to face their enemies. But the French, by an aél: 
of perfidy, at which they never boggle, when it 
is to their advantage to break their faith, had 
eut his Highnefs off from fame refources, which 
deprived him of many benefits for the opening of 
the campaian, and facilitated their own opera-.. b 

tions. 

447 
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This was the furprize of the neutra! Imperial Fran~kfort 
. . furpnztd 

city of Franckfort. Without wh1ch the cham of treacher-

communication eftablifhed by the Aufhian con- othuilF'!. hyh ' e rene • 
federates, at the clofe of the ]aCt campaign, cou ld 
not have anfwered the intention of the French 

opera-
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A. D. operations againft the army of the allies under 
l759· Prince Ferdinand. This city fecured to them that 

com munication with the Auftrians and Imperialifts, 
and a fupply of every neceffary for their army by 
the courfe of the Upper Rhine and the Maine from 
Mentz, Spire, Worms and Alface. 

In what The method the French took to gain this im-
Jnanner. Il. fi ft d d f fi œ portant pon, was r a eman o ree pauage 

only for the regiment of Naffau. Which was 
granted on condition of being efcorted through 
the city by a detachment of its garrifon, un
der the promife and good faith of obferving thiél: 
difcipline, and of committing no aél: againft the 
neutrality, and the franchifes. But wh en the French 
regiment had penetrated as far as the gate of 
Saxenhaufen, the obfequious tranfmigrants halted, 
drew up in battle array and difarmed their guards, 
and in the midft of the furprize and confufion of 
the cirizens, they were immediately fupporred by 
five more French regiments, who feized tlpon the 
city, and the re eftabl ifhed the head- quarters of 
their General, Prince de Soubize, on the zd of 

J anuary, 1 759· 
Prince Prince Ferdinand foon felt the effeé'ts of this 
F erdi nand {j · f h. d · d f h reJo lves to Ituatlon o 1s enemy ; an was convmce o t e 
ditl odge neceffity to open the campaign with meafures to 
t-hem. 

diilodge the French fïüm F ranckfort. But was re-
tarded, till the month of April, by an irruption 
of the Imperialii1:s in to Heffe, about the latter 
end of February; ag:1 inft whom he was obliaed 

;:::> 

to detach a confide> rable p< rty of horfe and foot, 
under General U rft, who was ordered to ailèmble 

at 
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at Rhotenbnrg, and to march towards Vacha. A. D. 

Urft executed his orders with fuch fuccefs, that •759· 

he furprifed the enemy in their quarters in the 

night between the Iit and 2d of March; took 

forne of them, and obliged the reft to retire, and 

to evacua te V ac ha, Hirchffeld and ali the Hef-

fian bailiwicks. Which laid the foundation of Severai 

.r: 1 fk' 'IL • h' fkirmifhes 
levera trmltues In t lS quarter. The Aufhians, with va-

fupported by a fhong corps of French from Franck- :~~s\:S fuc
fort, returned and . drave the Hanoverians out of 

their acquifirions: and this united force was, on 

the 31ft of the fame mon th, furprized once more, 

and feverely handled by the Hereditary Prince 

of Brunfwick, whQ led a confiderable body of 

troops through ways deemed impaffable, and killed 

and-made prifoners a battalion ofWurtemburghers, 

a regiment of cuiraffiers at Molrichftadt, befides 

two batralions of grenadiers, belonging to the 

Eleétor of Cologn, and forne light troops, with a 

confiderable magazine at Memingen ; and a bat-

talion at Wafungen, after a fmart encounter with, 

and the defeat of, General d'Ar berg, detached 

with a ftrong corps of Auftrians to its relief. In 

the mean time the Duke of Holftein fucœeded in 

difiodging the French from Freyenfteinau, where 

a captain and his company were made prifoners 

of war. Which ftruck fuch a terror upon the · 

enemy's fcattered parties, in thofe quarters, that , 

they ail fell back towards Bamberg. 

Prince Ferdinand having fucceeded in thefe pre

vious operations, and provided a corps of 1 1 or 

12,ooo men to guard Hanover, Heffe and parts 

VoL. III. F f adja~ 
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A. D. adjacent from a furprize, he marched, on the 
1759· 1 oth of April, with about 3o,ooo choice troops 

drawn from the Lippe and from He!fe a, to carry 
his defign againft Franckfort into execution be
fore the French reinforcement could arrive in that 

The hattie city. But the M. P.uke de Broglio being apprifed 
of Bergen . of Prince Ferdinand's motions, and of the rout of 

the army under his command, penetrated into his 
intention, and feized (on the 12 th) upon the ftrong 
poft near Bergen, a village which lies between 
Franckfort and Harman, and mu ft be forced before 
the allied army could have advanced to Franck
fort. Accordingly, on the 1 3th, s Serene High
nefs meeting with this unexpeéted obftruél:ion, did 
not hefitate a moment, but being arrived at nine 
in the morning facing the enemy, drawn up in 
order of battle, to recei ve them, he made his 
difpofitions behind a rifing ground, that covered 
his troops, from whence they fallied about ten 
o'clock, and the grenadiers of the advanced guards 
immediately began the attack upon the village of 
Bergen, with great impetuofity ; in which were 
pofted eight German battalions, fupported by fe
veral br:gades of French foot, placed behind that 
village. They were received with a very bri!k fire 
from thefe troops; and though they \vere fupported 
by feveral battalions, 11nder Prince Yièmbourg, 
who did ali hat an able an-..J. valiant General could 

a Compofed of ali the Heffian ca\'al y and infantry, of ali 
the Brunfwick battalions, tt'n fquadrons of Pruffian dragoons, 
three regtmems of Engliili horie, feven bat alions and fix 
fquadrons of Hanoverian dragoons. 

do, 
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do, till he feil in the aél:ion, and his troops being A. D. 

over-powered were obliged w retreat in forne dif- I ï 59· 

order. However, they rallied again and made ~o~~~;eù. 
three attacks, in the fpace of two hours and a 
half; but. were not able to carry their point. It Retreats in 

was now the chief confideration of the Prince how â;r~d or
to retreat with honour and with fafety, in the fight 
of a fuperior enemy. This could not be done by 
main force. Stratagem was to fuppJy the want of 
firength. The day was not half fpent. Night 
was the only means to caver the retreat. His 
Serene Highnefs, in this embarraffinent, put on 
an air of refolution to renew the battle with greater 
vigour. Afrer remaining fome rime behind the 
rifing ground, that covered the difpofitions of the 
allied army in the morning, he made a fhew of 
another attempt, by feparating his infantry inra 
two bodies, one on the right and another on the 
left, and placed his cavalry in the center, with _a 
fmall column of infantry beforç ir. This carry- By a fha

ed the appearance of an intention to attack both tagem. 

the village of Bergen, which made the right of 
Broglio's army, . and fecured his flanks and center, 
and to attack the wood on his left, where the 
whole body of Saxons were ftationed; and, if 
either of thefe attacks fhould fucceed, to fa1l di-
reél:ly upon his center. But, though Prince F er-
dinand carried this countenance of continuing the 
attack, and brought up a great number of can-
non, with which they kept a brilk cannonade againfl: 
the village; and alfo againft the wood, where the 
voluntee rs were pofted, noth ing more was at-

F f 2 tempted 
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tempted the whole àay, but to gain time by 
amuflng the French general, till night came on, 
when the allies fell back to Windeken without 
moleflation, with the lofs of Prince Yfembourg, 
General Gilfoe, Count Schulembourg, and about 
2000 men, with five pieces of cannon ltft in the 
village. The French acknowledge their lofs to 
be confiderable. 

Prince The conduét of Prince Ferdinand, in this aétion, 
Feni,i,- deferves the hiboheft commendation, thoucrh he was nanu s o 
conduét worfled. For, his honour is greatly enhanced by the 
applauJed. 

fkill with which he pla.nned and execmed his retreat. 
However, the effeéts of this b:utle was greatly in 

Fran~kfort favour of our enemies, and ruinous to the allies. 
~~~~~~~J~ The French fiill kept Franckforr, with ali the ad-
of the vantacres of its fituation ; and were put into a con-French b 

· dition to renew their operations v:ith greater hopes 
of fuccefs againft the territories of the allies : but 
Prince Ferdinand was reduced to the neceffity of 
remaining upon the defenflvt', of fubmitti.ng to 
many inconveniences, and of encounrering many 
difficulties, for a conflderable rime, upon the 

· Wefer; which river his Serene HighnefS main
tained, in defiance of the feveral attempts of the 

Oper:J.tions 
of the 
Fr~nch. 

French to deprive him of tlut communication. 
Nothing now could prevent the reinforcements 

of the French armies, on the Upper and Lower 
Rhine. So thar, about the middle of May, they 
were ready to take the field, and on the 3d of 
June they joined near Marpourg, un der the chief 
command of M. de Contades, who took up his 
head-quarters at Corb:1ch ; and Caffel opened her 

ga tes 
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gates to his light horfe, the troops of the Land- A. D. 
g ravate unàer General Imhoff hav1n rr retired from 1759

• b thar city to Paderborn . Ali their motions indi- How 
d r. } · · . watched cate a reto utton to eut off Pnnce Ferdmand's by Prince retreat to the vVefer : but without effeét. The Ferdinand. 

Prince's endeavours were to throw as many ob
firuétions, as poilib1c, in their way. He left 
garrifons in Lipfrad t, Ritb~rg, Munfier and Min-
den. But they could not dive · t Contades from 
his principal objeét He marched and encamped 
on the 1 2th at Staàtber;;; and he detached Brog-
lio to feize upon r,A:unden and Gottingen in Ha-
nover. Prince F adinand moved no further th an to 
Lipfladt, and encamped between Soefr and Werle. 
From thence he proceeded, with his army, to the 
heights of Buren, and toR itberg; on the 3oth of 
June arrived at Marien field; and on the 3d of J uly 
he encamped at D:-iefen, between Ofi1aburg and 
Minden; :where he was joined by G eneral Wangen-
heim, and the Hanoverians, whom he brought 
firft from the ihong camp at Dulmen, and after-
wards from under the cannon of Munil:er. With 
this reinforcement Prince Ferdinand made feveral 
other motions, till he fixed his head-quarters in 
an advantageous camp near Petedhagen. The 
French, in the mean time, were left to purfue their 
plan without oppofi tion. Whereby they found Succefs of . . b M D k d B 1. theFrencb. means to furpnze R1t erg. . u e e rog 10 
took Minden by affault, and made the re 1500 
men prifoners, and took immenfe magazines. 
Monf. de Armentiers attempted the like againft 
Munfter; but was obliged to befiege it in form, 

F f 3 before 
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A. D. before he could force the garrifon, of 4coo men~ 
17 59· to furrender prifoners of war: and then the main 

En'c:Jmp 
near l'vlin
den . 

body of the French army halted, and took an 
advantageous camp near Minden. 

We leave the allicd army, under Prince Ferdi
at Peter- nand, at Peteriha

0
o-en, and the r.Jain body of the fuagen. 

French army near rvlinden, till we take a view of 

The allies 

this campargn in the other parts of German y. 
The The Auftrian cor.federacy threa.tc:-led to fur
frhrengthfof round ana attê.ck the King of Prufiia, with four 
t e con e-
d e '"ar- hunàred thoufar.d men . For which immenfe ma-
m!es a-
gain!l: gaz ines of prcv .fions, for2.ge and military flores 
Pruffia. of all fons were formed, par::icularly in Poland 

by the Ruffi;::ns; 0:1 vvhofe operat:on~ ~ in concert 
with Count Daun, it was apparent the fuccefs of 
their next campaign chiefly depended. 

Meat ures 
to ftop tne 
l<.u11ia .1s . 

Deftroys 
the1r Jn'1 · 

gazmes 111 

Poland. 

The obftruél:ion of the Ruffians became the 
primary objeél: of his attention. He had not 
fl:rength enough to detach a fuffic:ient force to watch 
their morions and to give them b:::.trle, \'.'Îth any 
hopes of advantage. His mea.:ures muft be 
fchemed to deprive them of the power of action. 
Nothing COLlld effeét this grand projeé't but to eut 
off their means of fubfifling; wbich depended, 
not upon the producé of the country or territories, 
through which they were to nurch, and alreaày, 
in a great meafurt:>, ruined and laid wafre by their 
h{t year's ba~·bari ties; but upon the magazines 
ereEl:ed for their oarticu]ar ufe in Pobnd. Thefe 

~ 

he re-folved to make fee] the firfr blow of his arms 
in 17 59 , and to eut them off, if poffible; and 
for this purpofe be detached forty-fix fquadrons 

and 
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and twenty-fix battalions under 'General Wober- A. D. 

fnow, from Glogau in S:lef.1, about the m1ddle 1
759· 

of February, who entered Poland, deftroyed fe-
veral vafl: magazines be1o'lging to the Ruffians, 
and particularly that 2t PoÎt a, auarded by 2000 

Coifacks, and contain~d a much four as micrht 
b 

have fed so,ooo men fo_ thr .e months b: forne 
accounts fay, 40,000 bufhels of grain. 

His next endeavours were to difconcert the in- D etaches a 

tended union of the Imperialifts and French with dftror g ?oft
Y ag<:m 

the Auftrians ; and then to attack the latter with the Impe-

cl H . r h r .c fi d rialifts, a vantage. 1s 1C erne 10 1ar uccee cd , that he 
drave the Imperialifts from their ftations at Er
furth, Gotha and Eifenach, and then to burnand 
deftroy their magazines allo. Which fervice was 
weil executed by General Knobloch, with a de
tachment from the Proffian army in Saxony, about 
the latter end of Febt uary; who carried off the 
forage and provifions to Saxe-Naumberg, and 
laid that part of the country under heavy contri
butions c. 

The 

b In this expedition the Pruffians attacked the caftle of 
Prince Sulkoufki, a Polifh grandee, who had imerefted him
felf againfl the King of Prùffia, forced him to furrender, and 
carried him and his garrifon prifoners into -, ilefia; and loaded 
300 waggons with provifions and forage, he had colleél:ed 

for the Ruffians. 
c Major-General Knobloch was detached from Saxony to 

Erfunh , of which he made himfdf mail:er on February the 
28th. General Guafco, after furrendering that city by capi. 
tulation, retired to Schleufing, with the four battalions, which 
he commanded. Two other battalions threw themfelves into 
the fortrefs of Peterfberg, and promifed to ftand neuter. T he 

F f + even. 
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A. D. The troops of his Pruffian Majefty laid no-
1759· where inaéhve. Five thoufand detached on the 

~~~%t~1~~. fide of Mecklenbourg, attacked Schwerin, one 
of the principal cities in that dutchy ; from 
whence they drove a ga~-rifon of 2ooo men to 
feek fhelter on a fmall ifland in the Lake of 
Schwerin d : obliged mo fi: of the young men in 
the town, able to bear arms, to enlift in the Pruf
fian fervice; and laid the country under contri
bution. From bence this corps penetrated into 
Swedifh Pomerania, and forced the garrifon of 
200 men and el even officers, in the town of Pe
namunde, to furrenàer prifoners of war. 

Advant- The Swedes were not below his attenticn. Nor 

:~;~w~:~:~. did the feverity of the winter prevent his purfuit 
of their flying army. For, the army und::r Ge
neral Manteu.ffel, in Pomerania, .aéted with fuch 
fpirit, that his labours were recompenfed with the 

' furrender of Damgarten, \Volgaft and feveral other 
places, whofe garrifons either retired in rime, or 
immediately fub~ni::ted to the Pmffian {ummons: 
and he reduced Demen Zlnd Anclam by fi.ege, at 

evening before he had t:1ken, near Erf:1r:h, three offic rs and 
fixty huffars. The zd of l\!Jarch M. de Kleiil·, lieutenant

colonel of the green huffars, puihed as far as Eifenach, where 
he made 124 prifoners. A det ... chment fent ro Smalkalden 

and Vacha, cook al lo J so men. On the +th, Lieutenant
Colonel \Vunfch, with 300 men, attacked a body of grena
diers pof!.ed behind fdl:d trees, near Frauenwelde, diflodged 

them from th at ofl:, took twenty -feven prifoners, and one 

piecc of cannon, a three pounder. After this expedition, the 

~ruG.ian troops retu r ned into their quarters the 9th and Joth. 
d On the I sth of J.\.'Iarch, 

the 
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the fame time; made 2 700 prifoners of war, in- A. D. 

cluding officers, 48 pieces of cannon, mortars and ' 759· 

howitzers; a large quantity of ammunition in 
Demen, and a very confiderable magazine in 
And am. 

There remained but one more attempt, which, Att~mpts 
·r d . h J. r. ld . agamft 1 execute Wlt tUCCeis, wou compleat h1s plan, Count 

and place him in a condition to rn arch in que fe of Daun. 

the main Auftrian army. This was, to eut off, 
or to ftreighten the' fubfii1:ence of M. Daun's ar-

my, as mu ch as po ffi ble. With this view we fee 
his Majefty, immediately upon advice of the pro-
mifed fuccefs of his different parties, aifembling 
his main army near Strigau, and entrenching his 
forces at Bolchenhayn, near Landfhut in Silefia. 
By which difpofition he 'both rendered the invafion 
of Silefia impraéticable, eut off the fubfiftence of 
M. Daun's army from that quarter, and even 
from Moravia, on which great dependance had 
been placed by the enemy ; and enabled his bra-
ther, Prince Henry, to march out of Saxony into 
Bohemia, about the middle of April, and by de
ftroying the Auftrian magazines in that kingdom, 
to rend er fubfiftence . on that fi de alfo ex tremel y 
difficult. All which was performed without any 
other lofs than at Griefenberg, on the frontiers of 
Silefia, w here a battalion of Pruffian grenadiers, 
pofted under Colonel Duringfheven, were fur-
prifed and made prifoners by General Beek, who 

attacked that poft with 4000 men. 
Prince Henry marched in two columns for Prince 

Henry 
Bohemia; one column marched by Peterfwalde, marches 

and into _Bo
hemla. 



4-s8 THE GENERAL HISTORY oF 

A. D. and another, under General Hulfen , by Pafs

I759· bercr and Cnmmota. The vanguard of the co-
o . 

lumn, wh1ch ma!·ched by Peterf·1alc!e, found the 

eminence bpyond that vilbt;e fortified with a re

clou r, w1th a {hong barricaàe before it, guarded 

by 6oo Croats and forne H un ga ~ian foot This 

pafs was forced: a major and thi ·ry men were made· 

p rifoners, anà fifteen flain. The t:me required to 

remove the barncade, facJlirared the re~reat of the 

enemy, who had ·eifure to draw off their troops. 

Nevcrthelefc, the Pruffia,.., vang·• -: rd dividi "1 g into 

two bodies, one proceeclec to Auffig and the other 

to Tophz: the enemy fied prtcipitately every 

Deftroys where. The magazine o~ Aullig was deftroyed, 

the Aufi:ri- d h b h E' b b Th d 
an maga- an t e oats on t e 1 e urnt. e vanguar 

zines. return":d, on the 16th, to the main body at \Vel-

mina, having feized the magazmes at Lowofitz 

and Leutmeritz, and demolifhed a bridge they 

had Jately built. Genera] H ulfen found rhe pafs 

of Pafsberg gu:uded by a body of Croats, and the 

regiment of Konigfeg and Andlâu. The horf~ 

which marched by Pelfbourg, attacked the enemy 

in the Tèar, while they were attdcked in front 

by the foot, who at length drove them from their 

inrrenchments. General Renard, with .fiti:y-one 

officers and 2000 men were taken, and three co

Jours, two ftandards, and three pieces of cannon. 

Major-General Afcherf1eben, at the head of the 

vanguard of th e column commanded by G eneral 

Hullèn, was detached to Saatz; but the Auftrians 

burnt the magazine in that place, rather than fuffer 

it to fall into the hands of the enerny. General 

Meinick, 
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Meinick, with his regiment of dragoons, and Co- A. D. 

lonel Kleift, at the head of the hu!fars, formed a 1 759· 

pafTage over the Egra, cm par t of the auard to 
. b 

pteces, took three officers, and 1 2 0 men prifoners, 

and defi:royed feve ral magazines e . 

After this expedition of defhuét:ion, which 

filled Bohemia wirh con!lernation, P rince Henry 

returned to refrefh h is troops nea r Drefden. But 

their recefs was only of a fho rt duration : for in 

a few da ys they were ordered to. march in two co

lumns ; on~ took the rout of Saalfeldt, the other 

to Hoff in Franconia : a motion concerted be

tween the King of Pruffia and P rince Ferdinand, 

to difconcert the operations of the I mperialift s. 

For about the fame time that Prince Henry fet 

off, with 4o,ooo men, a deLachment of 1 2,ooo 

Hanoverians, under the command of the Here- · 

ditary Prince of Brunf\vick, began to march from 

the ailied ar my for the fame 1 uarter; and, having Routs the 

J'oined the Pruffians, their un ited force, on the Imperial 
army. 

8th of April, fell upon the arm y of the Empire 

in th ree diffe rent pofts, and completed their de

ftruét:ion fo effeél:ually, th at the P rince of Deux 

e The total deftruélion in the magazines amounted to 

35,486 tons of meal; 37,400 loaves of bread, of 4lb. weight 

each; 136,8zo Berlin meafures of oats, and 86,300 rations of 

hay, of 81. weight each. In deftroying th e magazine at Bu

clin the Rames fpread, and reduced the town t0 allies; though 

Prince Henry did ali in his power to extingui fh the fire. 

The contributions raifed in this expedition were divided: to 

every field-officer roo rixdollars, to every fubaltern 50 rix

dollars, to every ferjeant zo rixdollars, and to cvery private 

man one rixdollar, exclufive of ail their plunder. 
Ponts, 
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A. D. Ponts, their commanda in chief, demanded fuc
J759· cours from M. Duke de Broglio, the French ge

neral at Franckfort. For, General J\1acguire was 
forced to quit Afch, and retire in the night to 
Egra : and the main body of the ar my of the 
Empire not in a condition to difpute the field w1th 
the Pruffian general, fled before him to CuL~m
bach, thence to Bamberg, and again ro urem
berg. Prince Henry, in this pt:rfuit, red .. ced 

Ohligcd to Cronach and the canle of Rotenberg. But when 
1s·eturn into he h::d advanc~d as f< r as Bamberg f , he wa.:. re-

axony. 
called, and the Imperial army was delivered from 
his future motions, by a diverfion made by the 
irruption of a bad y of Auftriarrs, un der General 

Advant- Gemmingen, into Saxony. So th:'.t Princ Henry 
ages he h~<d d . S fi h l d d fi -gained. returne mto :.1xony, a ter e la m e iteen 

hundred prifoners, whom he fent to Letp1ic, de
ftroyed all the magazines th at tell in his wa _;, and 
laid ~1-:e marquifite of Cullembach and t 1e bü:.op

rick of Bamberg under contnbut ion. Though 
this diverGon may be faid ro fave the army of the 
Empire; thei r loffes fufiained by this expedition, 

difabled them from attem?ting any thin.s again ft 
the Pruffians. Incl ed Cm:nt Palfy rn• de a faint 

r Bamberg furrendered on teïrns, at his arpro2ch, b:Jt forne 
confufion happening b :;fore the capitulation was cornpleated, 

a party of Croats fired upon a party of Pruffians, who h:~à ad
vanced near one of the gates. Which being refented by the 
Prince, as a breach of the capitulation, his Highnefs gave 

the city up to be plundered by his troops: w ho pilJ.,ged during 
two whole days , in a moft unrelenting and licentious manner. 
Which occafioned loud complaints, all over Europe, againft 

thl! Pruaians, and af-terwards produced a fevere retalliation. 

attempt 
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attempt to harrafs their retreat with a party of A. D. 

Imperialifts ; but that body was defeated with a 1759• 

confiderable Oaughter near Hoff; which reduced 
their whole army to about 1 o,ooo men, who re
turned to Bamberg: and Gemmingen having 
gained his point, to draw the Pruffian army back 
into Saxony, he retired into Bohemia at the ap
proach of Prince Henry. 

l\r1. Count Daun was ali this time encamped in Pofition of 

d ft · h h d ft · Count a very a vantageous po , w1t t e gran Au nan Daun. 

army at Schartz in Bohemia, within the circle of 
Koningfgratz. His right was at Braunau, and the· 
left ·extended to Gabel. The King of Pruffia re- of the 

inained near Landfbut : and a confiderable body ~~~&a~f 
of Pruffians, commanded by General Fouquet, 
were pofted in the fouthern part of Silefia. Which 
di_fpofition kept their enemies in awe, and ac 
ihort allowance for provifions and forage; though 
there were feve1·al fkirmi.!hes ben.veen Fouquet and 
the Auftrian General de Ville, who cornmanded 
a large body of troops on the frontiers of Mo-
ravia. Here we behold the King of Prcffia and 
M. Daun watching each other, with the greateft 
attention and impatience, to feize a critical mo-
ment, that might happen through any incident or 

overfïght in either party. His Pruffian Majefty 
had done ali, that could be clone in his circum
ftances, to diftrefs his enemies, and to oblige them 
to remain upon the d.efenfive. Nor could his ene-
mies clare to attack him, without the affifl:ance Ruffian' 

.-efum~ 
of the Ruffians. Thefe had fulfered greatly by their ope-

the deftruélion of their magazmes m the winter. ratwn •• 

But 
J 



A. D. 
1759· 

THE GENERAL HISTORY 9F 

But the neceffity of their aid put the Emprefs
~een upon every expedient to keep the Czarina 
fteady in her c'aufe, and to prevail with her Ma
jefty to keep the field. The Czarina as defirous 
of the King of Pruffia's total ruin, as her confe
derates were, did not hefitate a moment at the 
requifirion of the Auftrian minifter ; but rather 
more exafperated by the King of Pruffia's late 
fuccefs, and furnifhed with fufficient refources to 
repair the lofs of ber magazines, her Czarifh Ma
jeH:y ordered Count Soltikoff to lead her numerous 
army of favages into the dominions of Pruffia. 

March to- In purfuance of this order, the Ruffian army 
wards the refumed their march over the Viftula. On the 
Viftula. 

2 10: of April, they haçl finiihed two bridges a-
crofs that river. Their irregulars appeared im
mediarely in the Pruffian rerritories, with their 
ufual barbarities, ravaging without pity the fran
tiers of Pomerania, Brandenburg and Silefta; and 
the main body of the Ruffian army followed about 
the miùdle of May, taking the fame rout, and 

Attraé't the exercifing the like barbarities. His Pruffian l\1a
~}te~1~~on jefty, at firft, thought it fufficient to oppofe their 
King of attempts by two parties ; one pofted under Gene
Pruffia. 

ral Manreutfel at Grypfwalden in Pomerania, and 
another at Koningfwalde, under General Schla-

Count berndorf. But when certain advice arrived, that 
Dolma or- f . 
dered ta the whole army o the Ruffians were aétually m 
ohppofe morion to pafs the Viftula, his Ma1eft'y ordered 
t em. :J 

Count Dohna to return from Mecklenburg, where 
he had been making levie.s, and raifing contribu
tions, to repair into Pomerania, and to take the. 

chief 
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chief command of the troops defl:ined to aél: A. D. 
againft the· invaders. With which he encamped •759· 

near Cufirin : and he was afterwards reinforced 
by the feveral bodies of troops under General 
Hulfen and General V\T oberfnow, with orders to 
march into Poland in queft of the enemy. 

Count Dohna advanced to Meritz in Poland, !vlarches 
mto Po-

and publi!hed a manifefto in the name of his land. 

Pruffian Majefty' ( dated the I sth of June) fetting Pub! ilhes a 
.c: 1 h fi' h d h manifefto 10rt 1 t e nece 1ty e was un er to enter t e re- to excufe 

public of Poland, with a part of his armies, in thismarch. 

order to proteét the ir terri tories againft the threatned 
invafion of the enemy ; and declaring thar this 
ftep muft not be deemed a breach of refpeét he 
always had for that illuftrious republic, nor Jeffen 
the good underftanding hitherto fubGfting be-
tween them; but to ftrengthen the fame by grant-
ing him the fame good-will as the Republic fbewed 
to the enemy, than which he defired nothing 
more. He then demanded a fupply of proviiions, Demands 

corn and forage fufficient for 40, 000 men, with Pf_rovitions or money. 
the utmoft difpatch, upon promife of paying ready 
money for the fame, but threatning to take it by 
force, in the fame manner as the enemy had clone, 
in cafe of a refufal or negleét. 

His Majefty alfo made an attempt to draw re- A mani-
. f p l d d r. f J fefto for crUitS rom o an , an to engage 10me o t 1e L;Lruits. 

Polilli nobility to take up arms in his caufe and 
to join his army. For on the 22d of the fame 
month, another manifefto or proclamation iffued 
from Count Dohna, importing, Thar if any one 
had an inclination to enter into the King of Pruf. 

fia's 
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A. D. fia's fervice, with an intention to behave weil and 
I759· faithfully, he might apply to the head quarters, 

and -be affured of a capitulation for three or four 
years : and that if any Prince or member of the 
republic of Poland were difpofed to affemble a 
body of men, and to join in a troop, or in a com
pany, the Pruffian ar my, ro make a common cau fe 
with it, he might depend upon a gracious recep
tion, and that due regard would be fhewn to his 

Another merit; at the fame time threatning difagreeable 
~~;~~~ring confequences to any perfon, that ihould either 
deferters. fhelter, conceal or lodge, any deferrer from the 

Pruffian colours, and promifing a reward to every 
perfon, th at fhould bring a deferrer back and de
li ver him at the firft ad vanced po ft, or at the head 
quarters. A caution that was become exceeding 
neceffary, as appear:. by another manifefto of the 

And for 1 7th, wherein it is declared, " Th at it was with 
punifhing " the greateft aftonifhment that the King had deferters. 

'' heard that feveral of his own fubjeél:s had fuf-
" fered themfelves to be feduced from their allegi
" ance fo far, asto enter into the fervice of a Po
" tentate, with whom he is aétually at war: and 
" that all his fubjeél:s ferving in the enemies ar
'~ mies, who fhall be taken with arms in their 
" hands, !hall be fentenced to be hanged without 
" mercy, as traitors to their King and country.,, 
From which it is evident, that the Pruffian army 
in its march into Poland began to fuffer by fre
quent deferrions ; and that it was neceffary to 
bring the affair intended with the Ruffians to a 
crifis. 

This 
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This was certainly the refol ution and expeéla- A.. D. 

tion of the King of Pruffia ; his own ar my g row-
1
7 59· 

ing weaker and in danger of being difhelied for 
provifions : whilft the enemy were in a fituation 
to be daily reinforced and fupplied by their fl eer, 
now united with the Swedes g ' and commanding Swedi lh 

ali the coaft of the Baltic, from whence recruirs, ~~;tj~~~ 
ammunmon, provifion, and all forts of warlike tian . 

ftores, could be eafily con.veyed to the Ruffian 
army. 

But Count Dohna diffident of his own ft rength, Cr unt 

though he advanced as far as within five miles of~voe~-~:~s
Pofna, could not be prevailed upon to attack the tion. 
Ruffian grand army, under General Solticoff, in 
their ftrong encampment : which having the ciry 
Pofna and the river Warta in their rear, and in their 
front a formidable entrenchmenr, mounted with a 
numerous artillery, he thought would be impreg-
nable, or at leaft could not be attacked wirh any 
degree of fuccefs. Therefore he contented him-
felf with trying every means to harrafs the en emy, 
to watch their motions, and to eut off their con-
voys to the eaftward ; till fuch times as his own 
army was reduced to the neceffity of falling back 
to the Oder for their own fubfiftence. So thar ail 
he could do was not fufficient: to ftop their pro-
grefs towards Silefia, who marched and encamped 
between Langemeil and Schmellau, in Silefi a, by 
the time the Pruffian General got with h,is army 

to Zullichau, near Croffen. 

g This united fleet had infl:ruélions to feize ali Pruffian 

veffels coming from, or bound unto Stettin. 

VoL. III. G g Th i~ 
20 
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A. D. This conduét of Coum Dohna was extremely 
.'759· difagreeable to his Pn,ffian M djefty; who placed 

~~r:~~e~is great confidence in the courage of his troops, in 
Pru~an the fkill of his commanders, and in the timidity MaJefry. r · d d d of his enemies ; who1e ptquets, an a vance 

guards at the approach of only five battalions of 
Pruffian infantry, fupported by a few fquadrons of 
horfe, retreated within their lines, and fuffered 
General Wabberfnow, with thar fmall corps to 
reconnoitre the fituation of the ir camp, and to carry 
off eleven prifoners, wirhm.n the leaft motion to 

S l eut off his retreat. Therefore his Majefty fuper-uperce<-
ed. ceded this cautious general by the appointment of 
B G General Wedel to his command in chief; with y ene-
ral Wedel. pofitive orders to attack the Ruffian army, which 

confifted of 70,000 men, though the Pruffian 
forces did not exceed 30;0 0 0. 

General W edel arrived at the Pruffian camp at 
Zullich~u on the 2 2d of J uly, efcorted by 200 
drageons, commanded by Major P odewils ; who 
in his march defeated a Ruffian detachment plun
dering the village of Rad witz, killed 69, and cook 

Who pre- 8o prifoners. General \V"edel imrnediarely re
pares to a t - connoitred, in perlon, the pofition of the enemy's t ack the 
Ruffian camp, which ftill was at L ::mgerneil. But next 
samp. morning, he difcovered by their motions, that the 

Ruffians were preparing to quit their entrench
ments, and to draw nearer the Oder, which afcer
wards appeared to favour M. Daun's motions 

To difputeagainft the King. So that General Wedel filed 
~~e th~ffage off with ali poffible diligence, to difpute the paf
Oder. fage of that river. For this purpofe he marched 

his 
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his army in .cwo columns, one to march towards A. D. 
Ka y, · the other towards l\1oze. 1

759· 

Thefe motions foon brought on an engagement. 
For the van-gua,rd of the column, that took the 
tout of Kay, and confifred of cavalrv, had fcarce Skirmilhes~ 

paffed the defile of Kay, before they feil in with 
the enemy's light troops: which they repul!ed with 
great lofs. Skirmifhes happened every where in 
favour of the Pruffians : and General Schorlem-
mer's cavalry did great execution at different 
1:imes, in their march. Lieutenant-General Man- Engage~ 

teufel1, with fix battalions, drave the enemy from ment • 

.fever.al batteries, which the Ruffians bad ereél:ed 
upon the heights to cover them as they advanced. 
·But the fire from thofe heights wai fo weil ferved, Gen erai 

and continued with fuch brifknefs, and the Pruf- ~:~e~ool3· 
.fians having the worft of the ground, and not ddift. 

being able to bring their artillery to bear llpon 
their enemies, th at General \Vedel was obliged 
to defift from the charge. 

The Ruffians and their confederates greatly 
magnified this aétion to their own advantage. But 
wh en we confider th at the Ruffians did not purfue 
Wedel's army; and let him quietly fit clown and 
pitch his camp within cannon fhot of their own, 
and with his right wing extending to the hill of 
Kay, where the aél:ion began : they could have no 
reafon to boaft of the fuccefs of the day. And His lof~ . 
thoucrh the Pruffians loft h 4000 killed, prifoners, 

0 

and wounded ; the Ruffians lofs was confiderab1y 

Il Som~ accounts make the lofs only 1 ooo, othen 8oQo men. 

G g 2 more. 
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A. D. more. But the greateft lofs of the Pruffians wa! 
Iï59· in the death of General Woperfnow, who was 

killed in attacking a battery. The re were 3000 

wounded, amongfr whom was General Manteu

fell. 
The Ruffians, though not in a humour to re

new the ba tt le, and to force the trenches of Ge
neral Wedel, endeavoured to improve the oppor
tuniry, when they were weil affured, thar the 
Prufiians were not in a condition to venture an-

Ruffians other battle, till firongly reinforced. In this in
~akeFrankh- terval Prince Solticoff quitted his camp, and made 
10rt on t e 
Oder. himfelf mailer of Frankfort upon the Oder, and 

of Croffen, without oppofition. 
Motions His Pruffian Majefty, who had been obliged 

P
of tffihe to make various motions, to counteraét the fchemes 

ru tans · 
andAufiri- of M. Daun, endeavouring to draw nearer to the 
ans. rout of the Ruffians, and to facilitate their ope-

rations againft Silefia, in order to favour the plan, 
he had formed for ali the confederate armies, to 
attack the Pruffians at one time ; had quitted his , 
camp in the mountains near Landfhut, and march
ed by the way of Herchberg to Lahn. In this 
rout his vanguard met with the A~firia ns under 
General Laudohn, who had entered Silefia by the 
way of Grieffenberg, and obliged him to retreat 
with lofs. 

Kin g of His Majefty had his eye chiefly on the motions 
~.~~~~s of the Ruffians ; who fe progrefs was to be H:opt 
t he mo- f}t all events : and as all accounts concurred to 
t iens of the k h · · d · J h d . 
I~u iiians. ma e t e1r motions a1 y more azar ous to his 

interdl, the King re fol veù, af~er this repulfe of 
Laudohn, -
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Laudohn, by which Silefia was fecured from any A. D. 

immediate attack from the Auftrian army, to wait, 
1
759· 

at Gepperfdorff, the fuccefs of his arms under 
General Wedel; having for that purpofe chofen His lhong 

a fl:rong and advantageous camp on the height!i camp. 

before the village of Schmotfieffen, both flanks 
weil covered : its left tO\.vards Liebenlhel, and 
Loewenberg behind its right wing. At the fame M. Daun's 

time M. Da un occupied the heights behind the camp. 

~iefs, extending his right towards GrieffenberP', 
. 0 

and his left to Lauban, with his head quarters at 
Gorlitz Heim in Lufatia. 

The two armies were thus fituated, when the 

news of the aél:ion between the Rufiians and the 
Pruffians arrived . in their camps. His Pruffian King of 

M . ft r. 1 d . d' } h . r. Pnd1ia's aje y re1o ve tmme tate y to marc , m penon, refolution 

to revenge the cau fe of General Vvedel, and the re- to r1_1arch 
agarnil: the 

by to defeat the Ruffians. M. Daun penetrated Ruffian s. 

into this defign, and prepared immedi:ltely to re- M. D aun 
. r h R ffi . 1 ft b d f A n:mforct~ 1010rce t e u 1ans Wlt 1 a rong O~ y o u- the Ruf· 

ftrian cavalry, of which they wen: in need. The fi ans. 

King put himfelf at the head of IO,ooo choice 
troops, and marched for Vvedel's ar my on the 1ft 
of Auguft, leaving the reft of his forces under 
the command of his brocher Henry, to watch M. 
Daun. M. Daun had already det:lched about 
12,ooo horfe and Sooo foot, tmder the command 
of General Laudohn in chief. Thefe troops 
marched in two divifions; one column through 
Silefia, the other through Lufatia, and would 
have completed their junétion had not General 
W ede! taken the po fr of Plauen, oppofite to 

G g 3 Croifen. 
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A. D. Crofien. By which means his Pruffian Majdl:y 
I75o. came up with the column commanded by Generaf 

Skirmifhes . 1 S fi Id h . d l between Haddtc.<:, at omer e t, w o rettre at t 1e ap-
thelfe de- proach of the Pruffians ; but not without con fi
tac 1ments. 

derable lofs in his rear- gua rd ; and in feveral fkir-
mi!hes : in which the Pruffians made a large booty 
and zooo prifoners. Y et it was not in his Ma
je!l:y's power to prevent the Aufhians joining the 
Ruffians before he was in a condition ro attack 
their main army. 

The King The King found General Wedel at Cro.fien, 
joinsGene- 1 • h d k fi h R a· d ral Wedcl. wmch he a reta en rom t e Uu1ans: an ort 

the 4th of Auguft, their forces were joined at 
Muhlrofe. But as the Auih·ian auxiliaries had 

Waits for augmented Soltikoff 's. army to 9o,ooo, it was 
!"ufrther re-J. udaed neceffarv-to put off the inrended attack till 
111 oree- b J 

·ment. his Maje!l:y could receive further reinforcement: 

To\ned by 
G eneral 
Finck. 

and his only refource on this occa.Gon was to recaU 
the gooo men detached under G~neral Finck, to 
cover Saxony in his abfence. Finck joined his 
Mljefiy's army on the 8th, at Lebus: and from 
that mome;1t it was determined to march in queft 
of the Ruffians, and to give them battle. 

Strength of The .Ruffians and Aufl:rians together made an 
~he Rnl.._ army of 90,000 men ; and were entrenched be-
11an anllY· 

tween Frankfort and Cunnerfdorff in an advan-

Of the 
Prufftans. 

Motives 
for fight
ing. 

tageous fituation, and defended by an immenfe 
anillery, The Pruffians did not mufter 5o,ooo 
men: but the deferring of an aétion was leaving 
the enemy at liberty to over-run and pillage the 
beft and richefi: part of his dominions ; was giv
ing up Saxony a prey to th~ Imperialifi:s, who 

had 
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had alr-eady t4ken .ad·Jan tage of its defencelefs A. D. 
~ate: it was expoG ng Brdin. it îelf to the parties I7S9• 

deta,ched againfi: rh.at çapita.l by M. Da1,1n, and it 
was endang_ering an bi s d _,mi nions ; which nothing 
CO\lld fave but a victory ; or at leafi: a battle, that 
might check the progrefs of the Ruffian army. 

Difficulties in fu eL a cafe were to be difregard~d. 
Danger was to be b raved. On the 1 r th the Pruf- Pruffian 

fiarr army paflèd the Oder near Cufirin, and form- ~~~;t~~f 
ed in order of battle near E fcher, purfuing its 
march to Birchoffsee. General Finck was charged 

with the corps of rcferve; with which he took 
poft on the eminences, bet ween that place and 
Trettin. 

The 12th was thedecifiveday. The army be.,. 
gan to march t9wards R epin at two in the morn
ing, halted and formed in a wood, and then ad
vanced towards the Ruffians. The left wing was 
kept bacle The van-guard gained an eminence 
oppofite to the enemy's left; on which the King 
ordered feveral batteries to be ereéted, intending 
to make his greatefl: effort on that fide. It was Battl e be

I 1 o'clock before his Majefiy could bring matters gun. 

to bear for the onfet; when unmafking his batte-
ries, there began a moft furious fire upon the cen-
ter of the Ruffian left, and upon its right point, 
with fuccefs : and, as foon as he percei ved the 
diforder of the enemy, occafioned by the cannon-
ade, his Majefty ordered fome hattalions in co-
lurons, to fall upon the Jeft point, and the flank 
of the left wi'ng. The charge was made with 
fuch impetuofity, that the Ruffians were ftaggar'd 

G g 4 and 
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and ready to give way. The Pruffians mad~ 
themfelves mafters of three batteries; on which 

they fouhd 8o pieces of cannon : and for upwardt 

of fix hours, the advantage was fo manifeftly on 

che fide of Pruffia, that the Ruffians themfelves 

began to defpair of viétory, and his Majefty macla 
himfelf fo fure of fuccefs, that he difpatched a 
mdfenger with this billet to the QEeen :-" Ma· 
" dam, we have drove the Ruffians from their 

" entrerichments, and have taken a vaft artil1ery. 

" You may foon expeét to hear of a glorious 

" viétory." But fortune played his Majeil:y a 
trick on this occafion. She led him through al.: 
mon impenetrable intrenchments; enabled-h.im to 

force one pofi: after another, as far as Cunnerf

dorff: but he re !he deferted, and ]eft h~m a prey 

to his own rafhnefs. 

Prince Soltikoff, finding himfelf thus defeated 

almoft in every quarter, refolved to make his laft 
ftand on his left wing, much fhattered, but more 

entire than any other part of his army. He af

fembled the remains of his right wing; drew off 

the whole fecond line of the centre, and divided 

them both into fmall corps, ot· large battalions, 

formed in long fquares or columns, to fnpport the 

flank of his left wing: and then the Rufiian 

general, under caver of an advantageous emi
nence, called the Jews burial ground, fortified 

with a ftrong redoubr, drew up a great body of 
·his troops, by way of a forlorn hope, fupported 

by ali the Auftrian cavalry, which had not yet 
bc:en engag~d. The Ruffian advocates pafs'd great 

encomiums 
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~ncomiums upon thefe motions and difpofitions 
made by their general. ' Thefe motions, fay. 
'_they, were made with an order impraél:icable to 
' any but the boldeft and moft intrepid troops : 
' and that the King of Pruffia had no· idea of a 
' manœuvre fo cool and phlegmatic in the midft 
' of fuch a hot fire.' 

47J 
A.D. 
1 7)9· 

The truth is this. The Ruffians were driven R emarks. 

out of their trenches ; they Bed before the Pruf-
fians ; and they p1aced their laft refort for defence, 
and to fave the remains of their army, in a fitua-
tion really impregnable by an army fatigued, by 
the hard fervice of fix hours !1aughter, in an ex-
ceffive hot day, and un able to bring up their ar· 
tillery over bad grou nd, while they muft be ex .. 
pofed to a great train, in defence of that pofi. 
Had the King of Pruffia been contented with his 
advantages and maintained his g round, the Ruf-
fians would have aél:ed the fecond part of their 
conduél:, under General F ermer ï, and had been 
heartily drubbed at Z orndor.ff. It is very pro-
bable, that in a few days they would have returned 
back by the neareft way into their own territories: 
but .flufhed with fuccefs, he cou ld not be fatisfied 
with any thing lefs than a to tal overthrow of his 
enemies ; without confulting the danger and diffi.-, 
culty of renewing the attack . 

His generais remonfirated againft fo defperate a Con tinues 
. , . . h the battle 

ftep; wh1ch coula prom1fe nothtng but t e de- contrary to 

flruét:ion of his own troops, and the lofs of thofe ~Ife ~i~v~~-

1 See page 3 3+> &c. Vol. III. 
advantages 
~ 

nerals. 
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advantages, and that glory they had already ac

quired His Ma"eil:y would hear no oppo~tion to 

his opinion. It was refol ~<.:d: the attéick was 
made. 1 he A uftrian ca.v~ 'rv came frefu into tht! . . ... 
aétion, and beat the :;:, uffian horfe ba.ck, which 
put the foot 1~to diiorder. Ffts Majefty did his 
utmoft to retrieve the affair: thrice he hi:nfeif led 
on his troops to the charge, and expofe his per
fon to the greateft danger. He bad two bories 

l).illed under him, and feveral balls paifed through 

his cloaths. But ali thefe efforts were in vain. His 
troops were {pen t. T;1e po ft: was inacceilible : .and 
forne of the enemy's cannon were brought witbin 

40 yards, and fired with cartouch. Theref~;-e, 

perceiving that his men were exhaufted, and that 

he had been deceived in his opinion of the ene

my's ftrength and courage, he came to the refolu

tion to draw them off: in wh:ch he was fJ.voured 

by the approach of night. For, that enabled him 
to get poffeilion of forne heights, which could be 
eafily defen.ded : and by that means he covered 
the rerreat of his troops, who were obliged to re

turn to the place, where they began the anack, and 
quit all the advantages, they had gained in the be
ginn iog of thè day. 

As foon as his Pruffian M<~efry was convinced 
of this fatal error, he difpatchèd another courier 

Lettcr to to inform bis ~~een, " Th~~t he had hazarded 
lhe ~een." another attempt, in which he h:!d iaile ; and 

" commanded her to remove from Berlin with 

" the royal family; and to fend the archieves to 

'' Potzdam. He a.lfo gave the ciry ]eave to make 

" conditions 
, 
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'' conditions with the enemy." For it was noe A. D. 

doubted, but that the Ruffians would make the 1759· 

beft of their way to plunder the capital of Bran

denburg, and lay the Ele0:orate unàer heavy con
tributions. 

This was the moil: bloody battle the KinO" of Lofs on 
0 both fides. 

Pruffia had evcr fought. He loft almoft twenty 

thoufanà of his beft troops. The enemy's Jofs was 

not fo great ; tbough it is certain, thar they had 

loft upwards of IO,ooo men, before they retreated 

to the Jew's Burying-ground. But what injured 

the King moft was, the great ilaugbter amonaft 
. b 

his officers, and . the lofs of his artillery. General 

Putkammer was arnongft the Dain; and fcarce an 

officer efcaped withour a wound. In this condi

tion his Majeüy, nex:t day, retreated over the 

Oder, colleéted his fugitives, and faw with joy 

and aftonifhment, the enemy remain inaétive and 

·quiet in their camp. He marched thence toR t e reats 
Fuil:enwalde, a fituation that eaièd him of ali withcut 

. fi . . bl d h' moleil:a. 
h1s fe2.rs or Berlm ; as 1t ena je im to caver tion. 

his capital from ali_ incurfions of the Ruffians, and 

preferved a communication for fupplies of provi

fions, ammunition and cannon from the royal 

magazines in thar city. Here alfo his Majefty 

was reinforced with 5000 men, under the- com

mand of General Kleift, whom he recalled from 

Pomerania. 
W hen So1tikoff began to rn ove, inftead of Ruffians 

taking the rout for Brandenburg he marched fur- ~~u~· 
th er 1nto Silefia, with part of his army, joined · 

M. Daun's army in Lufatia, and confulted with 

that ~eneral in what manner they might beft im-
prove 
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A. D. prove the late advantage; the Imperialifts having 
•759· already over-run Saxony, and reduced HaiJ, Leip-

Refolve to fic, Torgau and Drefden. Thtir refolution was 
~.:~:~~lo- for the Ruffians to befiege Great Glogau. But 
,au. this defign was frufl:rated by the penetration of the 

Ki ng; who, forefeeing their intention, detached 
Genera "vV unck, with fix thoufand men, to check 
the progrefs of the lmperialifts in Saxony, and 
encamped with the reft of his ar my, fo as to co
ver Glogau from a furprize. 

Situ;~tion Thus we fee four great armies, commanded by 
of the ar. p H C mies. the King of Pruffia, rince enry, ount Daun 

and General Soltikoff, encamped in Lufatia and 
the borders of Silefia. They watched the motions 
of each other; while the w~r was carried on 
brifkly by detached parties. Vlunch retook Leip
fic, joined General Finclc at Eulenburg, and in 
their rout towards Drefden, they frightned Ge
neral Haddick from an advantageous poft near 
RothMScemberg, and repulfed him, joined by the 
wh ole Imperial ar my ne ar Meiffen, on the 21ft of 

Skirrnilhes. September. The Aufrrians and lmperialifts at
tacked the two Pruffian generais in their entrench
ments at Corbitz; and endeavoured to diflodge 
them by a furious cannonade from morning to 
night, under whofe favour they retired with a 
confiderable lofs in killed and wounded, and 500 

prifoners in the hands of the Pruffians. 
At Vehla. Prince I-Ienry formed a fcheme to furprize a 

confiderable body of Aufhians under General 
Vehla, at HoyerCwerda, about eleven German 
miles difl:ant from his camp at Hornfdorff, near 

Gor-
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Gorlitz. Which he executed with fuccefs on the A. D .. 

23d of Oél.ober, and took the General and 1200 ' 759· 

men prifoners, and killed fix hundred. 
His Highnefs afterwards joined the troops un

der Finck and Wunch, which obliaed M. Daun 
• 0 

to abandon his camp alfo, and to march with ail 
expedition to cover Drefden; which city, it was 
probable, thar prince had refolved to attempt. 
Prince Solrikoff, on this occafion, feparated from Aulhiani 

the Au!lrians, and the fiege of Glogau being im- afind ~uf-Jans repa-
praéticabJe, they repaffed the Oder at Neufalze, rate. 

and encamped at Franftadt : fo thar the banks of 
the Oder, at this time, entertained three armies, 
the Ruffians at Fran!ladt, a body of Auftrians, 
under General Laudohn, at Schlichtingfkeim; the 
Pruffians, under their King at Koben. 

Prince Henry's communication with the Kina Operations 
0 of Prince 

was entirely eut off; and his army was almoft Henry. 

furrounded by Auftrian detachments: but by his 
vigilance and aétivity he gained feveral advantages 
over them. General Finck drove them out of 
Vogelfang ; and with fix battalions and forne ca-
val;y he croffed the Elbe, and joined a Pruffian 
corps at Wittenberg, retired from Duben before 

the Aufirians. 
This was ali that happened in the fe quarters Duke d'A. 

till the 29th of Oétober, when the Duke d'Arem- dre~berg1 ereatet. 
berg, with fixteen thoufand Au!hians, marched 
from Dammirch, to occupy the heights near 
Pretfch; and was attacked and defeated by Ge
neral Vvunch, who made 1 zoo prifoners, amongft 

1 

whom were twenty officers and Lieutenant- Ge-
neral 
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A. D. neral Gemmingen ; and took forne canno:.1, great 
·l7-59· part of their tents, and a large quantity of hag-

Prince 
Henry 
encJmps 
near Tor
gau. 

Joined hy 
the King. 

General 

gage. 
After this aél:ion Prince Henry, encamped with 

aU his party, called in at Str~hla ; from whence~ 
on the 16th day of November, he marched to a 
fl:rong camp near Torgau, to prevent his commu
nication with that city being eut off. Befides, he 
was foon joined by the King himfelf and zo,ooo 
men from Silefia. 

The King had conceived a projeél: to hinder 
the retreat of the Auftrians into Bohemia, by 
gaining poffeffion of the defi les of Maxen and 
Ottendorff. He detached nineteen battalions and 

Finck tùr- thirty.five fquadrons, under General Finck, for 
rounded. . r. • B l r. . "ft k thts 1erv1ce. ut t 1ere was ~.om~ egregwus m1 a e 

either in the projeét or in its execution. For 
though Daun, on advice of this motion, did re
tire to Plauen : yer it feems to have been with a 
defign to draw the Pruffians more into his power, 
by making them more off their guard. Finck 
·was fcarce encamped en the hill near the village 
of Maxen, before he faw himfelf attacked by the 
corps de referve of M. Daun's army, which was 
encamped under the command of Baron de Sin
cere, near Dippodefwalda. The baron marched 
his troops in four columns through the woods, 
and furrounded the Pruffians, before they had the 

:Bravery of leaft intimation of their approach. However, the 
~i troops. conduél:: of General Finck, and the bravery of his 

troop'>, maintained their ground with great refo
lution, till they loft thcir redoubt, and were over

powered 
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powered by numbers : and then they made their A. D. 

retreat good from heighc to . e!ght, tili, by fa- •?59· 

vour of the night, they rea.ch~ F:ükenhayn. 

But this was of very ilion duration. For at Ohliged to 

b l f · .c furrender. 
rea(. o day the general 10und h1mfelf fo en-

clofed, by the difpofitions made by M. -Daun, that 

it was imporr~hle for him to efcape; and had no 

alternative left, but to furrender himfelf, eight 

other Pruffian generais, and his whole corps, 

prifoners of war, with fixty-four pieces of cannon, 

fi ft y pair of colours, and twenty -fi ve ftandards. 

This certainly was the punifhment of an over

fight in his Pruffian lVIajefiy ; who fhould have 

preferved a communication with Finck: but he, 

in the beginning of December ~<, met wi~h another 

lofs, which cou]d not be forefeen. This was, the General 

lofs of General Diercke, and three battalions, on ~~~i~~~ ta 

the banks of the Elbe, oppofite to t 1ieffen. Ge- funender. 

neral Diercke had been Hationed at th ;:;.t pofr, and 

being recalled was ob!iged to tranfport his troops 

in boats, the fl.oating ice preventing the ufe of 

his pontoons. When he and his rear-guard were 

left, a firong body of Auftrians attacked them, 

and after an obftinate defence rook him and all 

his men, amounting to between 3 and 4 000. 

If the King of Pruffia is culpable for the lofs !'-1. J?a.un's 

f l F . k' d h • • · h ln:lét!Vlt}' 
o Genera mc • s etac ment, 1t 1s Wlt amaze- cenfured. 

ment thar all Europe faw M . Daun marching into 

Saxon y, and occupying the ftrong camp of Pirna, 

2 fter an aEtion, that deprived his Pn1ffian Majefty 

Jt The 3d of December. 
of 



...,so THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A. D. of zo,ooo men, and otherwife injured his future 

· 
1759· operations ; inftead of purfuing the blow, when 

it was more probable than at any period of the 

war, that one vigorous effort would have cru.fhed 

the King of Pruffia, and put an end to the troublei 

in th at part of Germany. 
Weaknefs The King of Pruffia's ilrength being confider-
and con- r 
duét of the ably reduced, by the1e two la te blows, at the con-

P
Kinffi. of clufion of a long campaign ; and pleafing him-

ruula. 
felf with the inaétivity of his formidable enemy, 

who had almoft 4o,ooo men more than himfelf, 

took ali poffible meafures to prevent a furprize, 

and obtained a reinforcement of 1 z,ooo men, un

der the Heredi~ary Prince of Brunfwick, from 

the allied army ; but when he faw M. Daun laid 

up at Pirna, his Majefty difmiffed thefe auxiliaries, 

and placed his own troops in winter-quarters. 

END 01 THE THIRD VOLUME, 
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