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Tais volume, commencing with the administration
of sir George Prevost, in 1811, brings the history of
the province down to the close of 1822 ; relating the
military and naval operations in the Canadas, during
the late war with the United States—parliamentary
proceedings, and other important public matters in
Lower Canada,with ample notices of the impeachments
of chief justices Sewell and Monk, and subsequently
of Mr. justice Foucher—and their results—the several
administrations of sir Gordon Drummond—Sir John
Coape Sherbrooke—the duke of Richmond—Mr. Monk
—sir Peregrine Maitland—and the first and second
years of lord Dalhousie’s administration—containing
a variety of statistical and other useful and interesting
information relating to the government, and public
affairs of the province during that period—the call upon
the assembly, in 1818, to make provision for the civil
list, pursuant to its offer in 1810 to that effect—the be-
ginning of the so called “ financial difficulties” arising
from it, between the executive government and the
assembly—the misunderstanding with Upper Canada,
on matters of finance—introduction of the union bill,
in 1822, in the house of commons, in consequence
therenf—consternation in Lower Canada by reason of
the projected union—petitions for and against it, and the
arguments pro and con, as given at public meetings
and embodied in the petitions forwarded to England on

the subject.







CHAPTER XIV.

Lieut.-general Sir George Prevost arrives from Halifax—
assumes the government—major-general Brock adminis-
trator of the government in Upper Canada—parliament
meets—proceedings—bill for the better preservation of
his Majesty’s government lost—alien bill also--militia hill
passed —liberal provisions in contemplation of war—fin-
ances of l\ilﬁ-pun(mlhou—ﬁmnc&.&c —*¢the Henry
plot,”—four battalions of militia embodied in contemplation
of war—war declared against Great Britain by the United
States—legislature convoked—measures lldnlm d—seden-
tary militia do garrison duty in Quebec and Montreal—
riotous assemblage at Lachine—put down—hostilities
commence— Michillimackinac taken from the ene
general Hull invades Upper Canada—driven back upo:
Detroit—capitulation and surrender of that fort to genera
Brock—general Hull and his army sent to Montreal pr
soners of war—armistice between Sir George Prevost and
general Dearborn, commanding the American
disallowed by the president of the United States.

forces

APTER an interregnum of nearly Ihl'(-(,:l_"‘
A

months, Sir George leoat the late lieut.

governor of Nova Scotia, arrived at Quebec, 1
and assumed, on the 14th September, 1811,
the government of Lower Canada, as successor
to Sir James H. Craig, in command of the
british north american provinces. The popu-
larity of his administration in Nova Scotia,
afforded a hope that his government in Lower
Canada, would prove more auspicious than the
preceding. The trying junciure into which the
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Chap. policy of America hurried these provinces,
XIV. impressed the people with serious apprehen-

1811, sions, and all parties seemed to concur ina

desire for unanimity, as essential to the public
security.

Soon after his excellency’s arrival, major-
general Brock was appointed president and
administrator of the government in Upper Ca-
nada, instead of lieut.-governor Gore, who had
recently retired. To obtain a local knowledge of
the frontiers of the lower province, which were
likely soon to become the theatre of war, his
excellency, shortly after his arrival, set out on
a tour of inspection, visiting in the district of
Montreal, the forts of St. John, Chambly,
William Henry, and the military positions m
their neighbourhood. From the period of his
arrival until the opening of parliament, we meet
with no extraordinary occurrence,

The parliament met on the 21st of February,
1812. The governor in his speech informed
the legislature that having been appointed by
the Prince Regent to the chief command of
the british american provinces, he had hasten-
ed, in obedience to his orders, to assume the
administration of Lower Canada, but that his
commission not having arrived, he continued to
administer the government under a provisional
authority to that effect. He congratulated them
on the brilliant achievements which had attend-
ed the british arms in the deliverance of Por-
tugal, and for the rescue of Spain from the
tyranny of the ruler of France. ¢ Notwith-
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Y

standing”—said he—* the astonishing changes chap.
that mark the age in which we live, “the inha- XIY-
bitants of this portion of the empire have ey
witnessed but as remote spectators the awful
scenes which desolate Europe; and while
Britain, “ built by nature for herself against

T i, | :
i infection - and the hand of war,” has had her
é o political existence involved in the fate of sur-
I'IL" rounding nations, you have hitherto, undisturbed
]Dl:\

in the habimnons of your fathers, viewed with-
out alarm the distant storm “thh NOwW seems
bending its course towards this peaceful and
happy region.” He recommended an increased

_ and ummmttmt* care and vigilance in securing
tric

o the colony from either open invasion or insi-
]"’* dious aggression, and he I 10ped the parliament

would t(*%tlf} its loyalty by an early attention to
-'T'J -}' those acts, which experience had proved
essential for the preservation of his Majesty’s
-fcnunm(‘nt, as also !J‘v its readiness in Ruppl\-

bruan ing government with such aid as should be
forme suitable to the exigence of the times, by ena-
ted hhn*r the loyal canadian subjects to assist in
and 4 ]e])f‘”]ﬂ(’ any sudden attack made by a tumul-
haser tuary force, and effectually to p'll"[l(‘f}Jd(C in
me the defence of their country against a regular
hat s invasion at any future permd

pued The assembly in answer, assured the gover-
s nor that they would give their attention to those
 thee acts which he regarded as essential to his
attent Majesty’s govunment. notwithstanding the re-
{ P pugnance they might feel from an improper use
m ¢ of one of them, and the bad effects which

otwil
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Chap. might have resulted therefrom to his Majesty’s

MYV ogvernment, had it not been for the unsh_akeu “”"‘“E_
rste. fidelity of his Majesty’s loyal canadian subjects, Ity
and their conviction of the goodness of his QI M
government, and the transient inconveniences “tnat
which, from the common fate of human things, FOVID

were inevitable: assuring him however, that
the confidence they placed in his excellency,

considerably diminished their fears of the use rige 10
which might thereafter be made of thisact. In as 2
reply to this, the governor briefly expressed the I
his regret that they should have thought it Papin
expedient to revert to any proceedings which to wt
had taken place under any one of those acts, were
and earnestly recommended to them as the most M. L
effectual means of ensuring tranquillity to the Was I
province, and of evincing their zeal for the setre
public good, to direct their attention solely to s ne
the present situation of affairs. these

But they were too deeply concerned in the
events of the last administration to leave them
at rest, and at an advanced period of the session
they came to the resolution :—

“ Thatitis a justice due to the good character of his

Majesty’s canadian subjects in this proviace, that some dlen
measure should be adopted by this house, to acquaint his of wh
Majesty of the events which took place in this province Feste
under the administration of S7r James Henry Craig, its S
late governor, and the causes which gave rise to the same ; il
in order that his Majesty, in his paternal goodness, may the g
take such steps as will prevent the recurrence of a similar 7

administration, which tendsto misrepresent the good and
faithful people of this province, and to deprive them of the
confidence and affection of his Majesty, and from feeling
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the good effects of his government, in the ample MANNEr Cjap,
that the law has provided.” XI1V.

It was, in addition to this, resolved, on motion .
of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. L. J, Papineau,
“ that an inquiry be made into the state of the
province, and the public events which took
place, under the administration of Sir James
Henry Craig, and into the causes that gave
rise thereto.”* A committee of five members,
was appointed accordingly to proceed upon
the inquiry—consisting of Messrs. Lee, L. J.
Papineau, P. Bedard, Viger and Papineau,
to whom Messrs. Bellet, Roi and Blanchet
were subsequently added, and upon motion of
Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. L. J. Papineau, it
was resolved, ¢ that the said committee be a
secret committee.” The result of its labours
has never transpired ; and it would seem that
these resolutions were not carried into effect,
owing to the intervention of more urgent con-
cerns. Inthe mean time a bill, * for the better
preservation of his Majesty’s government,” was
passed, and sent down from the legislative
council to the lower house. Here several
amendments were proposed, the principal one
of which was, to transfer the power formerly
vested in the executive council, of imprisoning
persons suspected of treasonable practices, to
the governor or person administering the gov-

The division on this, was as follows :—
Yeas—Messieurs Bruneau; L. J. Papineau, M. Caron, Desbleds,
Robitaille, Francois Caroi
Blanchet, and Pierre Be«
Nays—Messieurs Mure a

Louis Roi, Borgia, Bellet, Bernier , Lee,
—(13.)
1d Cuthbert

A2
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crnment alone; and a proviso that nothing
contained in it ¢ should be construed to extend
to give power to imprison or (:T.i;t'qin any mem-
ber of either house of the provincial parliament,
by virtue of and under the authority of the act.”
The alien bill had in like manner been passed
in the council and sent down to the assembly,
who also amended it. The legislative couneil
disapproving of the amendments, a conference
ensued ; but both branches persevering in their
opinions, the bill was lost, much to the satis-
faction of the lower house ; the alien bill was
lost in like manner.

The consideration of appointing an agent in
England was resumed by the house, but not
determined upon. The expedience of providing
a fund for the payment of members of the
house of assembly was also discussed, and a
bill introduced to that effect, which how-
ever failed. On motion, by Mr. L. J. Papineau,
that this bill be engrossed, it was moved in
amendment by Mr. Lee, to leave out the
words “be engrossed,” and insert “hath a
tendency to increase in this house the number
of persons who from want of education, are
incapable of judging of the spirit of the consti-
tution in its effects.”—This brought upon the
mover a shower of invective, and was over-
ruled, by a vote of 14 to 4.* The bill was cast
aside in the upper house. The militia bill

* Yeas—Messieurs Irvine, Debartzch, Mure and Lee.—(4.)

Nays—Messieurs Bruneau, Louis Roi, Huot, Bellet, L. J. Papi-
meau, Augustin Caron, Viger, Gauvreau, J. B. Bedard, Robitaille,
Larue, Bernier, Desbleds, and Blouin.—(14.) ;
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The governor was authorized by it to embody
two thousand bachelors between the age of 13
eichteen and twenty-five for three momha in
the year; and in case of invasion or imminent
danw thereof, to retain them for one year,
:?lw\mﬂ one half of the number embodied, by
fresh drafts at the expiration of that period. In
the event of war, invasion, insurrection, or
imminent danger thm ~of, he was (mpmwl(d
to enmud\ the whole mllnn of the province,
should it become necessary. No substitutes
were to be allowed, nor were commissioned
officers permitted to take any militiamen as
servants, under a penalty of ten pounds for
every offence of that nature. These provisions
were however winked at in actual service. It
vas made penal to enlist any militiaman into the
regular forces, and such enlistment was de-
r]arod null. Twelve thousand pounds were
oranted by the legislature, one moiety for
(hllhnu and tr aining thc‘ local militia, the other
for other purposes of the militia act. T wenty
thousand pounds were granted, tobe employed
for such services as the safety of the province
and the exigence of the times might require, and
the further sum of thirty thousand pounds cur-
rency, to be at the Governor’s disposition in
case of war between Great Britain and Ame-
rica. These liberal supplies enabled the govern-
ment to contemplate the approaching contest
with confidence in the patriotism and support
of the provincial legislature, and of the whole

passe »d after much debate in the lower house. Chap.

X1V.
I‘~.]J
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chap. mass of the canadian population. On the nine-
XIV. teenth of May the governor prorogued the
112, legislature.

In proroguing the session, he thanked the
assembly for the labour they had bestowed
upon the improvement of the militia system,
and for the increased means they had afforded
him for the defence of the province. He also
expressed his best thanks for the proofs he had
received of their confidence in his administra-
tion, by the very liberal provision they had
made for the exigencies of the public service.

The revenues of the last year (1811)
amounted to £75,162, currency,—the civil
expenditure to £49,017, sterling. The sala-
ries to officers of the legislature and contingen-
cies amounted to £3,934, sterling, more.—
The number of vessels cleared at Quebec, was
532, amounting to 116,687 tons, of which 37
had that year been built at Quebec, containing
12,688 tons.

About this time a ferment existed in the
neighbouring republic, excited by the discovery
of the “ Henry Plot,” as it was called, exagge-
rated by the United States government into an
attempt on the part of this government, to bring
about a revolution in the eastern states, and to
dissolve the union. John Henry, an adventurer,
of some talents and address, is said to have been
by birth an Irishman, and to have emigrated
when a youth to America, where through the
interest of friends, he was appointed a captain
in the militia, and from thence bore the style
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| 4 of captain Henry. Not succeeding in the States Chap.
~ to the extent of his wishes, he migrated to X"
Montreal, where he found means to ingratiate 1s12.
himself with the principal personages of this
plonncc and commenced his studies at law,
with a view of qualifying himself for a seat in
the judiciary of Upper Canada, to which he
was already ambitious enough to aspire. He
was recommended by some of those at Mont-
real who patronised him, to the governor, who
from the proceedings of the federal faction in
the eastern states, suspected a desire on their
part, to form a political connection with Great
Britain. h\ order, therefore, to ascertain the
real state of parties and their views, Henry,
being quUuh}lLd with the country, was sele ct-
ed for the mission, and readily accepted of i
proceeding to Boston, where he Smmtcl(‘d
away his time in the public houses, writing
from time to time to Canada,* his views of
passing events, but conveying no information
that the puhllv newspapers of the day did not
U give. Henry ho“e\t], estimated his services
agg much h(\ond any thing his employer was dis-
i posed to admit of, and therefore resorted for a
compensation to the government at home. Ina
ind memorial to lord Ll\( rpool, stating his services,
o he suggested that the appomtm“m of judge
advocate general of Lower Canada, with the
salary of five hundred pounds per annum, or a
consulate in the United States, sine cura, would

* This happened in the course of the winter of 1809.
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Chap. be considered by him as a liberal dim‘,harg_e of
- any obligation that the government entertained

-~ S ¢ L Lo ot e ¥ -_1

1812, In relation to his services. The minister, unwil-

ling, it would seem, to recognise him as a british
agent, coolly referred him back to the colonial
government, then in charge of Sir George Pre-
vost. Chagrined with disappointment, he imme-
diately made his way back to America, where,
upon recelving a stipulated sum from the United
States government, (fifty thousand dollars it
was said) he gave up to it his correspondence
with Sir James H. Craig, or rather with his
secretary, Mr. Ryland. The traitor, soon after
this, left the United States for France.

Sir George Prevost, it was soon observed,
cultivated to souplesse unbecoming, as some
thought, his station, those who had been parti-
cularly obnoxious to his predecessor, reinstat-
ing them in their military rank, taking them
into his confidence,and placing them, as oppor-
tunities offered, in situations of honor, ftrust,
and emolument, by that means soothing them,
flattering their partisans, and reconciling the
mass (o unanimity and combined action for the
approaching war—a policy, though it gave
offence at the time to many, at once equitable,
wise, successful.

_The governor, by a general order of the 28th
May, directed the levy of, and organised four
battalions of embodied militia in virtue of the
new Act. The alacrity with which they were
filled, reflected credit upon the canadians.
A regiment of canadian Voltigeurs was raised,
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rge¢  and placed under the command of Major De chap.
m. ~ Salaberry. (a gentleman of a respectable french X1V-
usi  canadian hmll}, patronised by his royal high- T35,
biie  ness the duke of Kent, who pmcn:cd him and

i two brothers, both of whom died honorably in

the service, commissions in the british army,, of

the 60th regiment of foot, which, in the course

of the war, dhtmﬂu%hcd itself.

On the 18th ]unc, Congress declared war
against Great Britain, and on the 24th, the
event was known at Quebec. The province
Lk was, however, now, in some measure, prepared
ond for defence. A notification was immediately
made by the police, that all american citizens
: must leave Quebec by the st July, and be out
o of the limits of that district, on the third of the
same month. On the last day of June, the
period was extended by the governor’s p:ocld-
mation : fourteen lnys were allowed to such
americans as were in the province, as they
were principally persons who had entered it in
good faith and in the prosecution of commercial
pmsmts On the same day, proclamations
issued imposing an embargo upon the shipping
in the port, and comol\m'r the legislature for
the 16th of July.

At the opening of the session, the governor
o briefly informing the parliament of [hb recent
' declaration of war by America, said, he relied
upon the spirit of his Majesty’s subjects in the
province, their attachment and zeal for the
religion of their forefathers, their loyalty to
their Sovereign, and their ardent love for the
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X1V.

1812.

true interests of their country; and that he
should depend implicitly under divine provi-
dence, upon their best exertions aided by the
courage and loyalty of the mllma,' and 1_}y the
valour, skill, and discipline of his Majesty’s
regular forces, for repelling every hostile
attempt that might be made upon the colony.
He observed with concern that the necessary
establishment of the militia forces, together
with the various services and operations of the
approaching campaign, would be attended with
considerable expense, but that he relied upon
their wisdom and public spirit, for such supplies
as the exigencies of affairs might be found to
require: he at the same time expressed his
approbation of the embodied militia, and his
confidence in their increasing discipline, which
encouraged an expectation that they would
materially contribute to the defence of their
country.

In thanking his excellency for his opening
speech, the assembly said,—

¢ We feel grateful to your excellency for assembling us
at a crisis when called upon, by every principle of duty,
and every consideration of interest, to exert our united
efforts in support of our sovereign’s rights, and for the
defence of this important portion of his Majesty’s dominions,
and your excellency may rely on our zealous co-operation
in every measure tending thereto.

“ We cannot but regret that the determined hostile dispo-
sition of the american government, has frustrated the earnest
endeavors of our gracious sovereign, for the preservation of
amity with the United States, and that it has finally mani-
i'estm_l itself in a declaration of war, notwithstanding the
convincing proofs so repeatedly afforded by his Majesty, of
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dl | ok y g ; :
ofon. the justice of his cause, of the moderation of his pretensions, Chap
ey and of his sincere desire for a continuance of peace. XIV.
¥ ¢ Your excellency may place full confidence in the spirit w~~
o {t of his Majesty’s subjects throughout the province ; their 1812

attachment and zeal for the religion of their forefathers,
their loyalty to their sovereign, and their ardent love for the
true interests of their country, are such strong incitements,
that no threats of the enemy will intimidate them, nor will
they be deluded by any insidious efforis they may make.

¢ Proud of the confidence your excellency is pleased to
place inthe exertions of his Majesty’s canadian subjects,
and in the courage and loyalty of the militia, we confidently
i promise to ourselves a happy and fortunate result to any
(U hostile attempt that may be made on this colony, whilst that
] courage and loyalty have the aid and support of the tried
valor, skill and discipline of his Majesty’s regular forces.

731 Py i o A “ We are much gratified by your
excellency’s expressions of satisfaction at the good conduct
and increasing discipline, your excellency has lately wit-
nessed in the incorporated battalions of militia, and we are
convinced that they will be found essentially to contribute
towards the defence of the province against every hostile
attack.”

The public coffers were drained, and the
governor to obviate the deficiency, resolved to
issue army bills payable either in cash, or in
government bills of exchange on London, but
the concurrence of the legislature in this
measure being indispensable, as well to insure
iah their currency, as to provide funds for the
o payment of the interest that might become
due upon them, two private and confidential
messages were sent to the house of assembly
by the governor ; one submitting to its consid-
eration the necessity of inmediately strengthen-
ing the hands of government,by arming him with
authority to suppress any attempt to produce dis-
VOL. II B
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order or insubordination, and for the .imquiate
punishment of any offences which might inter-
rupt or endanger the public tranquillity, which
he trusted the legislature would have the less
hesitation in doing, from its conviction that he
could at all times by virtue of his commission
avail himself of the power of declaring martial
law to its fullest extent : and from the persuasion
which he trusted was entertained by the house,
that in seeking from them a partial exercise of
it, he could have no other object in view than
the preservation of the tranquillity and welfare
of the province, with the least possible iujury
to the public convenience. The other repre-
sented the want of specie to satisfy the demands
of the increasing militia and military establish-
ments, and the impossibility of procuring
money to the extent required for government
bills of exchange. He at the same time laid
before the house, an opinion and advice of the
executive council, recommending the issue of
army bills under certain conditions to the
amount of two hundred and fifty thousand
pounds currency. He therefore called upon
the house of assembly for such aid as might be
deemed expedient for the accomplishment of
an object, rendered more peculiarly important
by the present extraordinary crisis of public
affairs, and strongly recommended to them the
adoption of such measures as should give confi-
dence in those bills, and guard both the public
and individuals against the possibility of any
loss to arise from them.

The
decline
FECUITE
left th
exenc
withw
Of hlé |
in the
Jaw co
the au

Ab
wasll
ssel

Fiftee
were

come

and g

be pu

dolla

i 0

dred

the r¢
tende
offce,
excha

oo

dollar

amy
distin
and ¢

fion 0

holde

TEge)



15

edi The house of assembly appears to have cpep.
e~ declined any measure tending to sanction a X1V

“.1_1‘}:', recurrence to martial law, or at least, to have 55~
el left the responsibility with the governor of
futp  exercising in the event of need, those powers
. With which he thought himself vested in virtue
ngy  Of his commission: the same house however

in the following session resolved that martial
law could not be legally resorted to unless with
the authority of the provincial parliament.

A bill to facilitate the circulation of army bills
was introduced, and the liberality of the house of
assembly surpassed the hopes of the executive.
Fifteen thousand pounds annually for five years,
were granted to pay the interest that might be-
come due upon army bills, of which two hundred
and fifty thousand pounds were authorized to
be put in circulation, (large bills of twenty-five

er:.[!;, dollars, and upwards, bearing interest at the
™" rate of four pence per day for every one hun-
b dred pounds.) They were made current in
™' the revenue, and to have the effect of a legal
U tender, and were redeemable at the army bill
hoL::‘ office, either in cash, or government bills of
d u exchange on London, at the option of the
gt commander of the forces. Small bills of four
el

: dollars were at all times payable in cash at the
P army bill office. All contracts in which any
P distinction should be made between army bills

i and cash, were to be void; and at the expira-
¢ tion of five years, all those who might then be
[ holders of such army bills, were entitled to

of 4l receive the amount of the same with interest

i
i
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chap. due upon them, out of the provincial treasury.
XIV. T¢ defray the expense of the army bill office
512, in issuing, circulating and cancelling the army

bills, the assembly also granted the further sum
of two thousand five hundred pounds per
annum. On the first day of August 1812, this
bill received the royal sanction, and the gover-
nor prorogued the parliament, with acknow-
ledgments for the liberal aid they had granted
him, to meet the exigencies of the public
service. This seasonable provision of the
legislature, at once enabled government to
meet the demands of the public service, and
revived the public spirit.

In the mean time the cities of Quebec and
Montreal assumed a military aspect. The
sedentary militia regularly attended drill and
exercise; and all classes manifested a zeal
verging upon enthusiasm for the public service.

On the 5th of July, the regular troops
having previously left Quebec for the district
of Montreal, the sedentary militia of the city,
commenced garrison duty, and the Montreal
militia soon followed the example.* On the

* The Quebec militia was relieved of garrison duty on the 12th of
August, pursuant to the following general order :—
¢ Militia General Order.
i« Head-quarters,—Castle of St. Lewis,
“ Quebec, 3d Aug., 1812.

“ In consequence of the arrival of a reinforcement of troops for this
command, his excellency the governor general is pleased to dispense
for the present and after the 12th inst., the battalions of Quebec mili-
tia from garrison duty, The very satisfactory report which has been
made to his excellency of the zeal and spirit manifested by the officers
and men in volunteering in the most patriotic and disinterested man-
ner to share the duty of this garrison with his Majesty’s regular
forces, has afforded the governor general the most lively gratification,
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6th, the whole militia of the province, were,
by a general order, commanded to hold them-
selves in readiness to be embodied, and march
to such points as might be requisite for the
defence of the province ; and the flank compa-
nies of the Montreal militia, were formed into
a battalion and armed.

A movement that occurred in the neighbour-
hood of Montreal at this time, the progress of
which was, however, promptly checked by the
interposition of the military,deserves to be men-
tioned. Some young men who had been drafted
into the embodied militia from the parish of
Point Claire, refused to join the battalion into
which they were drafted : four of the delinquents
were apprehended after some opposition by
their adherents, who having rescued one,
threatened to assemble and proceed to La-

and confirmed the opinion which he was always disposed to entertain
of their determination to defend bravely their country, and in imita-
tion of their veteran fathers, evince by deeds, the loyalty they profess.
“ By order of his excellency the commander in chief,
¢ X. LANAUDIERE, dept. adjt. gen. of militia.”

They again resumed garrison duty in October :—

¢ The three battsllions of Quebec militia have revived their garrison
duty by weekly rotation, they want only a little more diseipline to be
complete soldiers. This we expect will be accomplished in a short
time. That their hearts beat high in their country’s cause, there can
be no question. A spirt of emulation appears to actuate one and all.
The enemy will do well to keep at a vespectful distance.— Quebec
Mercury, October 6, 1812.

# Office of the adjutant general of militia.

“ Quebec, 1st October, 1812.

‘ His excellency the eommander in chief has been pleased to rein-
state Pierre Bedard and Joseph Levasseur Borgia, esqrs., in the rank
which they formerly held in the 1st. battalion of Quebec militia, with
seniority according to the date of their respective commissions.

“ By order of his excellency the commander in chief,

“ X. LavaupiERE, dept. adj. gen. of militia.”

Chap.
XIV.
A —d

1812.
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elavaled
Crap. prairie, and bring away such of their friends as d D
XIV. had already joined the embodied militia at that art, 2
1812, depéot. On the ensuing day, a mob assembled their B
at Lachine, to the number of between three ately d
and four hundred (some estimate them at a o
oreater number,) of whom, nearly eighty were o
armed with fusils and fowling pieces. Deaf to fmiif;'
remonstrance, it was deemed expedient to call A fow
out the military, and accordingly the light 3 1
company of the 49th regiment, and a detach- Vot
ment of artillery with two field-pieces, under and
the command of major Plenderleath, proceeded fom
from Montreal, accompanied by a magistrate; Iianc
who, upon arriving at Lachine, remonstraied B
with the assemblage upon their misconduel. i
They, in answer, gave him to understand, that Bice
they were informed the militia bill had not i
been sanctioned by the governor and legisla- e
tive council, and that consequently, the militia e da
law was not in force. They, however, with le
repeated shouts of vive le rot, declared they IE]E:L
were ready, one and all, to serve the king il
agalnst the common enemy, should the gover- delud
nor call for their services. The ferment was ol
already too high to hope for any good result il
from argument. The riot act being therefore i
read, the magistrate ordered them to disperse, 0
and upon their refusing to comply, a round b
shot was fired by the artillery, too high to qun‘m
injure, in order to intimidate them. This was 2 i
instantly returned by the mob, with small arms: S
a volley was then fired by the troops with L

grape and-small arms, but still purposely too
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clevated to do any harm : this was also return- cpap
ed. Decision became now absolutely neces- £iV.

el sary, and the troops were ordered to direct g,
n their fire against the multitude, who immedi-

e ately (‘llspct'sed, keeping up a sn'agglmg‘ fire

'1‘\""- from the bushes, and concealed by the dark-

(Y We . . X

"™ ness, which began to setin. One man was

found dead, and another dangerously wounded.
A few prisoners were taken and sent to Mont-
real. On the following day a detachment of the
Montreal militia, consisting of four hundred
and fifty men, marched 10 Point Claire, and
from thence to St. Laurent, in the rear of the
3% Island of Montreal, and brought into town,
: twenty-four of the culprits, who, with thirteen
already in custody, made thirty-seven in all.
Many others immediately came into Montreal
to crave the governor’s pardon, which, after
reproving their misconduct and pointing out
the danger wherein they had placed themselves,

el | he granted, upon condition of their giving up
red the deserters of the embodied militia, and
e and declaring the ringleaders. Several of these

deluded men were afterwards brought to trial,

and being convicted of rescues and rioting,

were punished by fine and imprisonment.
Hostilities had in the mean time commenced

¢ in Upper Canada, and the most brilliant suc-
am cess dawned upon the british arms in that
) higt quarter. Captain Roberts who was stationed
Thist  at the small post or block-house of St. Joseph’s
all ams situated on an island in lake Huron, to the
ops W north-west of Mackinac, and at about forty-five
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chap. Miles distance, received, on the gaighgh of July,
XIV. from general Brock, commanding in Upper
1a12. Canada, a notification dated on the 26th June,

of the declaration of war, with orders to make
an immediate attack upon Mackinac if practi-
cable; or in the event of an attack by the
americans upon St. Joseph’s, to defend it to the
utmost, or retreat upon St. Mary’s, a post
belonging to the north-west company, at no
great distance, and to make the best possible
defence. He, however, at once determined
upon an attempt against Mackinac, and hay-
ing communicated his intentions to Mr. Pothier,
a gentleman of the south-west company, then
at St. Joseph’s, he was confirmed in his reso-
lution, by the approbation and zeal with which
Mr. P. concurred in the enterprise ; who, to
facilitate it, patriotically threw open the stores
of the company, and laid every thing in them
that could contribute to its success, at the
disposition of captain Roberts, and at the same
time volunteered his personal services upon the
expedition, attended by about one hundred
and sixty canadian voyageurs, one half of
whom were armed with muskets and fowling
pieces. On the 15th of July, captain Roberts
had prepared his little armament, consisting of
thirty regulars, with two artillery-men and a
sergeant, one hundred and sixty canadians,
and two iron field pieces, neither of which in
an emergency could be of much service; and on
the following day, he set out with his flotilla of
boats and canoes, convoyed by the Caledonia
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oly brig belonging to the north west company, Chap
Uy loaded with stores and provisions. On the X"
thly ensuing morning, he effected his landing before 1his
oy Mackinac without opposition, and immediately
i summoned the garrison to surrender, which
(byy  after a few minutes was complied with, without
liyy  the effusion of blood. The american officer
,an  had no certain intelligence of the declaration
y, 1, of war previous to the arrival of the british
 post before Mackinac.* A quantity of military

wns  stores of every description suitable for the

aly  indian trade was found in the fort. Two ves-
D sels with furs, not aware of the capture, came
w & shortly after into the harbour, but the property
liw  was restored to the proprietors, by order of a
i board of claims afterwards held at Montreal,
i, at which major general De Rottenburgh pre-
¢« sided. This achievement, effected by the
e promptitude and judiclous arrangements of

capt. R. not only inspired the country with
confidence and gave a turn to the present
campaign fatal to the views of America, but
by enabling us to maintain our influence
among the indian nations of the west, which
otherwise must have been lost, essentially
contributed to the successful struggle afterwards
maintained against the american arms in Upper
Canada. General Hull after the capture of
his army and the fall of Detroit, in his official
despatch, relative to these events, attributes
his disasters to the fall of Mackinac; upon the

* The garrison of Mackinac (correctly called Michillimackinac)
consisted of a captain’s command of about seventy-five men
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chap. surrender of which, as he himself states, almost

o every tribe and nation of the indians, except a

ss12. part of the Miamies and Delawares, north from

beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond the
Mississippi, south from Ohio and the Wabash,
and east from every part of Upper Canada,
and from all the intermediate country joined in
open hostility against the army he com-
manded.

Previous to the declaration of war, the ame-
rican government had concentrated a division
of their army at Detroit, and in the Michigan
Territory, under the command of brigadier
general Hull, with the intent of following up
their declaration, by an immediate invasion of
Upper Canada, and by that means to intercept
the british influence over the indians, as well
as to maintain co-operating relations with such
forces as might be elsewhere engaged against
the british provinces.

On the 12th of July, this officer, possessed
of discretionary authority from his government,
and having as he thought a sufficient force to
secure an easy and victorious progress in the
upper province, crossed without opposition
from Detroit to Sandwich on the british side,
with about fifteen hundred men. Here he
established his head quarters, and issued a
proclamation memorable from the tone in which
he anticipates the easy conquest of Canada,
and the hostile threat of extermination and
indiscriminate slaughter of every white man
who should be found fighting by the side of an
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yiy  indian.* General Brock upon receiving this cpap.
eiy  proclamation at Iort George, issued on the X1V
il 22d July a proclamation as remarkable for solid 7,77
yofi  reason and the dignity of its language, asthat

“ By William Hull, brigadier general and commander of the north-

(fii_-_' western army of the United States.

i{‘j[;— % 4 PROCLAMATION.
I]P « Inhabitants of Canada !

€

« After thirty years of peace and prosperity the United States have

been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressions, the insults and

then indignities of Great Britain have once more left them no alternative
2 but manly resistance, or unconditional submission.

# The army under my command, has invaded your country, and
the standard of UNION now waves over the territory of Canada. To
the peaceable unoffending inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor
difficulty. I come to find enemies, notto make them, I come to
protect, not to injure you.

« Separated by an immense ocean, and an extensive wilderness
from Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils, nor
interest in her conduct. You have felt her tyranny, you have seen
her injustice, but I do not ask you to avenge the one or redress the
other. The United States are sufficiently powerful to afford you every

i gecurity, consistent with their rights, and your expectations. 1 tender
wh @ you the _invahm!llﬂ ])lr'ssin;::‘? f’{. (:'i\‘il. political and l'n'li'_(inils_ liberty,
‘ ; and their necessary result individual and general prosperity—that
1 agil liberty which gave decision to our councils and energy to our conduct

in our struggle for independence, and which conducted us safely and
triumphantly through the stormy period of the revolution. That
liberty which has raised us to an elevated rank among the nations of
the world, and which has afforded us a greater measure of peace and

CINIES security, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to the lot of auy
people.

i ¢ In the name of my country and by the authority of my Govern-

85 It ment, I promise protection to your persons, property and rights,
: lemain at your homes—pursue your peaceful and customary avoca-

PPU"‘- tions—raise not your hands against your brethren—many of your
ish s fathers fought for the freedom and independence we now enjoy.
i Being children, therefore, of the same family with us, and heirs to

el & the same heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must be hailed by
S8l you with a cordial welcome. You will be emancipated from tyranny
T and oppression, and restored to the dignified station of freemen.
10 Wi ¢« Had [ any doubt of eventual success, I might ask your assistance, i
CW‘:‘ but I do not. I come prepared for every contingency. I have a |

o force which will look down all opposition, and that force is but the ;
'jg;] pi vanguard of a much greater. If contrary to your own interests, and ]
i the just expectation of my eountry, you will be considered and treated '{
jte D as enemies, the horrors and calamities of war will stalk before you. i
TE

- A e i
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of the american, for its presumption.* He
immediately convoked the provincial parliament
which assembled on the 28th at York, the
capital of Upper Canada; and in the mean

« [f the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued,
and the savages are let loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our
women and children, this war, will be a war of extermination.

< The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt with the
scalping knife, will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of
desolation. No white man found fighting by the side of an Indian,
will be taken prisoner—instant destruction will be his lot. If the
dictates of reason, duty, justice and humanity, cannot prevent the
employment of a force which respects norights, and knows no wrong,
it will be prevented by a severe and relentless system of retaliation.

« I doubt not your courage and firmness ; I will not doubt your
attachment to liberty. If you tender your services voluntarily, they
will be accepted readily.

i The United States offer you peace, liberty, and security. Your
choice lies between these and war, slavery and destruction. Choose
then, but choose wisely; and may he who knows the justice of our
eause, and who holds 1n his hands the fate of nations, guide you toa
result the most compatible with your rights and interests, your peace
and prosperity.

« W. HoLi,
«« By the General, “ A, F. Howrr,
# Capt. 13th regt, U. 8. Inf. and aid-de-camp.
Head-quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812.”

“ PROCLAMATION.

* « The unprovoked declaration or war, by the United States of
America, against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and its dependencies, has been followed by the actual invasion of this
province 1n a remote frontier of the western district, by a detachment
of the armed force of the United States. The officer commanding
that detachment, has thought proper to invite his Majesty’s subjects
not merely to a quiet and unresisting submission, but insults them
with a call to seek voluntarily the protection of his government.—
Without condescending to repeat the illiberal epithets bestowed in
this appeal of the american commander to the people of Upper Canada,
on the administration of his Majesty, every inhabitant of the province
is desired to seek the confutation of such indecent slander, in the
review of his own particular circumstances: where is the canadian
subject who can truly affirm to himself that he has been injured by the
government in his person, his liberty or his property 2 Where is
to be found, in any part of the world, a growth so rapid in wealth and
prosperity, as this colony exhibits 7—Settled not thirty years, by a
band of veterans, exiled from their former possessions on account of
their loyalty, not a descendant of these brave people to be found
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.1 - time despatched colonel Proctor with such Chap.
di  reinforcements as could be spared, to assume X'*-
o,  the command at Amhertsburgh, then in charge 1812,
ey of lieut. colonel St. George. General Hull

who under the fostering liberality of their Sovereign, has not acquired
a property and means of enjoyment superior to what were possessed
by their ancestors. This unequalled prosperity could not have been
attained by the utmost liberality of the government, or the persevering
industry of the people, had not the maritime power of the  mother
country secured to its colonies a safe access to every market where
the produce of their labour was in demand.

« The unavoidable and immediate consequence of a separation from
Great Britain, must be the loss of this inestimable advantage ; and
whatis offered you in exchange? to become a territory of the United
States, and share with them that exclusion from the ocean which the
policy of their present government enforces—you are not even flattered
with a participation of their boasted independence, and it is but too
obvious, that once exchanged from the powerful protection of the
United Kingdom, you must be re-annexed to the dominion of
France, from which the province of Canada was wrested by the
arms of Great Britain, at a vast expense of blood and treasure, from
no other motive but to relieve her ungrateful people from a cruel
neighbor: this restitution of Canada to the empire of France was the
stipulated reward for the aid afforded to the revolted colonies, now- the
United States; the debt isstill due, and there can be no doubt but the
pledge has been renewed as a consideration for commercial advantages,
or rather for an expected relaxation in the tyranny of France over the
commercial world.—Are you prepared, inhabitants of Upper Canada,
to become willing subjects, or rather slaves, to the despot who rules
the nations of Europe with a rod of iron 7—if not; arise in a body,
exert your energies, co-operate cordially with the King’s regular
forces, to repel the invader, and do not give cause to your children,
when groaning under the oppression of a foreign master, to reproach
you with having too easily parted with the richest inheritance of this
earth.—a participation in the name, character and freedom of Britons.

«The same spirit of justice, which will make every reasonable
allowance for the unsuccessful efforts of zeal and loyalty, will not fail
to punish the defalcation of principle: every canadian freeholder is,
by deliberate choice, bound by the most solemn oaths to defend the
monarchy as well as his own property ; to shrink from that engage-
ment is a treason not to be forgiven : let no man suppose that if in
this unexpected strugele, his Majesty’s arms should be compelled to
yield to an overwhelming force, that the province will be eventually
abandoned ; the endeared relation of its first settlers, the intrinsic
value of its commerce, and the pretensions of its powerful rival to
repossess the Canadas, are pledges that no peace will be established
petween the United States and Great Britain and Ireland, of which
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chap. remained for some time inactive, under pretext

X1V,

_of making prep: aration to prose cute the cam-

o paign \\Ah vigour ; but it was the idle hope of

an early insurrection in his favor that I lulled
him into this supineness fatal to his army. = Am-
herstburgh | m} but eighteen miles below him,
and the mud and picketed fortification of that
post was not in a condition to make JC\lstane
against a regular siege. The american, con-
fident of an easy conquest, had not as yet a
single cannon or mortar mounted, and to
attempt to take it at the point of the bayonet he

the restoration of these provinces does not make the most - prominent
ondition.
¢ Be not di

----- at n. the commander of
sho u‘ l an indian appear in the
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dl‘ so frequently devised to overreac
new principle are they
IT their warfare, fror
more terrific to the «
not—and cannot exy
army; but they are men, and have equal righ
defend themselves and ir property , more especially
when they find in the enemy’s camp a ferocious ml mortal foe using
Ehr same warfare which the american umm\ nder aflects to reprobate.
¢ This inconsistent and unjustifiable threat of refus ing (111(1111 for
.‘-th a cause as being found 1n arms with a brother suffererin defence
of invaded rights, must be exercised with the certain assurance of
etaliation, not only in the limited o yperations of war in thi 1is part of the
hm“ s dominions but in every quarter of the globe, for the national
character of Britain is not less distingnished for humanity than strict
retributive justice, which will consider 1 tion of this inhuman
threat as deliberate murder, for which every s bject of the offending
power must make expiation, ' ; :

men and

‘ Isaac Brooxk, maj. gen. and president.
‘‘ Head quarters, Fort-George. 224 July, 1812,

“ By order of his honor the president, I. B. Grece. Capt. A. D. C,
“Gop save THE Kixng.?
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wisely thought inexpedient. During this delay chap

his snunlon became more and more precar ious:
three detachments from his army were,on three

successive days, beaten back by ’1]1"mciul of

the 41st regiment and a few indians, from the
bridge over the river Canard, three miles from
Amherstburgh, which they endeavoured to
seize, In order to open the route to-that post.
Another detachment, in attempting to ford the
river higher up, was put to flight by a small
party of eighteen or twenty mdiana, who lay
concealed in the grass. The enemy, panic
struck at their sudden and hideous vyell,
fled with precipitancy, leaving their arms,
accoutrements and haversacks. The british
sloop of war Queen Charlotte, carrying eighteen
twenty-four pounders, lay in the Detroit river,
opposite the mouth of the river Canard, so that
it was impossible for the americans to convey

by water to Amhertsburgh any artillery, of

which, after much l"l)OUl they had at last
mounted two twenty-four pounders. Lieu-
tenant Rolette, a provincial officer, Cmnnﬂndinl"
the armed brig Hunter, had, on the 3d of iul\,
at about ten o clocI\ in the fore noon, by a bold
attempt in his barge with only six men, suc-
ceeded In dl)ii]lll‘l” the Cayahoga packet,
bound from Miami river to Detroit, with troops,
and loaded with baggage and the hospital
stores of the american army, the loss of which
was now severely felt. Michilimackinac in his
rear, had been taken since the commencement
of the invasion, while the Indians from that

XIV.
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1812.
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chap. quarter were flocking in to the_british standard.
XIV. (yur naval force being superior on the lake,

-

1381

> colonel Proctor pushed over to Brownstown, a

village nearly opposite to Ambherstburgh, twenty
miles below Detroit, a small detachment of the
41st regiment under the command of captain
Tallon, with a few indians, who, on the 5th of
August, surprised and routed a party of two
hundred americans under major Vanhorne, on
their way from Detroit to the river Raisin, to
meet a detachment of volunteers from Ohio
under captain Brush, witha convoy of provi-
sions for the army. In this affair,a quantity of
hooty and general Hull’s despatches to the
secretary at war, fell into the hands of the
victors, whereby the deplorable state of the
american army was disclosed; and colonel
Proctor lost no time in sending over a rein-
forcement of one hundred of the 41st regiment,
with some militia and four hundred indians,
the whole commanded by major Muir, under
protection of the Hunter sloop of war. In the
interim, the american general received a des-
patch from general Hall, on the Niagara fron-
tier, intimating that he could not expect a co-
operation in that quarter, which would have
created a diversion in his favour. Such was
the hopeless state of things when the american
general began to be sensible of his danger;
his army hemmed in on every side, cut off
from its resources, and hourly wasting away
with defeat, death, sickness and fatigue, unsup-
ported by any insurrection of the country peo-
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il
N ple in his favour, and unaided by any co-cuap
w,  Operating army, and ab?\ e all, dismayed at the *'*
- report of general Brock’s resolution to advance ;g
i dgunat hm], his schemes of conquest vanished,
i and in the sinking state of his affairs, he saw no
other alternative than a retreat to Detroit,
under the pretence of there concentrating his
main army, and after re-opening his communi-
cation with the rivers Raisin and Miami, through
which he received the whole of his supplies, to
resume offensive operations against Upper
Canada. Accordingly, on the evening of the
seventh and the morning of the cwhth of
August, the whole of his army, except a garri-
son of two hundred and fifty men and a few
artillery left in charge of a small fortress they
had thrown up on the british side, a little below
Detroit, recrossed the river. General Hull
now detached a body of six hundred men under
lieutenant colonel Miller, to dislodge the british
from Brownstown, and open the communication
with the rivers Raisin and Miami, upon which
the existence of his army depended. On the
ninth, this detachment was met by the british
and indians, under major Muir, at Maguago,
between Brownstown and Detroit, who, after
a desperate battle, in which the americans lost
seventy-five men, were obliged to retreat, but
with inconsiderable loss. On the seventh,

1,

it lieutenant Rolette, with the boats of the Queen ‘

ng i Charlotte and Hunter, under cover of the guns |

¢, IS of the latter, attacked and captured a convoy 'i

iy of eleven batteaux and boats of the enemy, i
c 2

—




Cha

—

1812.

30

». having on board fifty-six of their wounded, and

X1V. two english prisoners, on their way from Ma-

guago to Detroit, escorted by two hundred and
fifty american troops on shore.

‘Amidst these reverses of fortune, the ameri-
can general was startled at a summons to surren-
der Detroit, by general Brock, who, after
having closed the public business at York had
pror'ogued the parliament, and collecting a few
regulars and militia, with incredible exertion,
had reached Amherstburgh on the 13th of
August.* So resolute a demand, struck the
american commander with dismay, who at the
worst had never contemplated a pursuit into his
own territory by the british. He still, however,

¢ Heap-QuarTERs, Sandwich, Aug. 15, 1812
« Syr.—The force at my disposal authorizes me to require of you
the immediate surrender of Fort Detroit.—It is far from my inclina-
nation to join in a war of extermination, but you must be aware,
fhat the numerous body of indians who have attached themselves to
iy troops, will be heyond my contreul the moment the contest com-
mences. You will find me disposed to enter into such conditions as
will satisfy the most sernpulous sense of honor. Lieut.-Colonel
Mt Donnell and Major Glegg are fully autherized to conclude any
arrangement that may lead to prevent the unnecessary effusion of

blood.
¢ | have the honour to be,
« Sjr, your most obedient servant,

(Signed) i Isasc Brock, major-general,

« His excellency brig. general Hull, commanding at Fort Detroit.”

« Heap-QuarTERS, Detroit, Aug. 15, 1812.
i $1r.—I have received your letter of this date. I have no other
reply tomake, than to inform you, that T am prepared to meet any
force which may be at your disposal and any consequences which
may result from any exertion of it, you may think proper to make,
i 1 avail myself of this opportunity to inform you that the flag of
truce, under the direction of captain Brown, proceeded contrary fo
the orders, and without the knowledge of Col. Cass, who commanded
the troops which attacked your picket, near the river Canard bridge.
«T likewise take this occasion to inform you that Gowle’s house
was set on fire; contrary to my orders, and it did not take place until
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maintained sufficient presence of mind 10 Chap,

return a prompt and positive refusal, upon
receipt of which, the british, who now
occupied the ground lately in possession of the
enemy in front of Detroit, where they threw
up a battery under the directions of captain
Dixon of the royal engineers, commenced at
about four in the afternoon on the fifteenth, a
brisk cannonade upon Detroit, from two 5%
inch mortars, one eighteen, and two twelve
pounders, under the management of captain
Hall, of the provincial navy, with a party of
sailors, which was continued for upwards of an
hour with great effect. Early on the morning
of the sixteenth, the cannonade recommenced,
while general Brock with about seven hundred
regulars and militia, and six hundred indians,
crossed the river without opposition at the
spring wells, three miles below Detroit under
cover of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter.
This small but resolute force, after forming
upon the beach. advanced in column, flanked
on the left by the indians, with the river of
Detroit on their right, and took, at the distance
of a mile, a position in line, in front of the
american fort, into which the enemy had re-

after the evacuation of the fort.—From the best information I have
been able to obtain on the subject, it was set on fire by some of the
inhabitants on the other side of the river.
« ] am, very respeetfully,
« Your excellency’s most obedient servant,
(Signed) i« W. Hury, brig. gen.,
’ « Commanding the N. W. army of the U. 8.

« His excelleney major general Brock, commanding his britannic

Majesty’s forces, Sandwich, Upper Canada.”

XIV.

~
1812
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. : : hole ¢
chap. tired. Here every preparation was making for :ihma
XIV. an immediate assault, when to the surprise of i

1812, both armies a white flag was seen flying upon ey
the walls of the fort, and a messenger advancing he
with proposals from the american general to ot
capitulate. Lieutenant colonel M‘Donnell of
the militia, and major Glegg of the 49th regi-
ment, aid-de-camp to general Brock, immedi-
ately proceeded by his orders to the tent of the
american general, where in a few minutes they
dictated the terms of capitulation.* By this, the

* ¢ Capitulation of the fort of Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812.
Camp aT DETROIT, 16th Ang., 1812.
¢ Capitulation for the surrender of fort Detroit, entered into
between major-general Brock, commanding his britannie Majesty’s
forces on the one part, and brigadier general Hull, commanding the
north western army of the United States, on the other part.
 Art. 1st.—Fort Detroit with all the troops, regulars as well as
militia will be immediately surrendered to the british forees, under
the command of major-general Brock, and will be considered prisoners
of war, with the exception of such of the militia of the Michigan 8
territory, who have not joined the army. 12
¢ Art. 2,—All public stores, arms, and all public documents, includ- g
ing everything else of a public nature will be immediately given up.
“ Art. 3.—Private persons and property of ev ery description will be
respected.
‘“ Art. 4.—His excellency brigadier-general Hull having expressed
adesire, that a detachment from the state of Ohio on its way to join
b its army as well as one sent from fort Detroit, under the command of
colonel M¢Arthur, should be included in the above capitulation j it is
accordingly agreed to. It is however to be understood that such part
of the Ohio militia as have not joined the army, will be permitted to re-
turn to their homes on condition that they will not serve during the war.,
Their arms however will be delivered up i’ belonging to the public.
‘ Art, 5.—The garrison will march out at the hour of 12 o’clock this
day, and the british forces will take immediate possession of the fort.
(Signed) “J. M‘DoNNELL, Lt.~col. militia, P. A.D. C.
“J. B. GLEGG, major, A. D. C.,
“James MiLrer, Lt.-col. 5th regt.,
“E. Brush, col. U. 8. infantry. Com’z 1st
regt. Michigan militia, g ;
¢ Approved W. HuwLr, brigadier general commanding the N. W, army.
“ Approved, Isaac Brock, major general, :

By
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whole of the american army, including a de- chap.
tachment of three hundred and fifty men under *'*-
colonels M¢Arthur and Cass, despatched oniga.
the 14th for the river Raisin, to escort the pro-

)

« An article supplemental to the articles of capitulation, concluded at

Detroit, 16th August, 1812.

1t is agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Ohio militia and
volunteers shall be permitted to proceed to their respective homes, on
this condition, that they are not to serve during the present war,
unless they are exchanged.

(Signed) « W. HuLL, brig. gen. commanding N.W. army.U. 8.

« [saac Brock, major general.

« An article in addition to the supplemental article of the capituiation,

concluded at Detroit, August16, 1812.

« It is further agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Michigan
militia and volunteers, under the command of major Wetherell, shall
be placed on the same principles as the Ohio militia and volunteers
are placed by the supplemental article of the 16th instant.

(Signed) « W. HuLL, brig. gen., commanding N.W, army U.8
(Signed) i Isaac Brock, major general.

« Return of ordnance taken in the fort and batteries at Detroit,
August 16th, 1812.
ORDNANCE.

IRON. BRASS.
42 pounders ........ 9 6 pounders......... 3
12 dos o dve e 8 4 do. 33 errt o AN A
SO AT 5 A o N B 1
IR R 3 8 inch howitzer..... 1
= 5% [+ T
Patalis o, -9 20 | Tl cvs v 8
RECAPITULATION.
Iron pieces of ordnance......... 29
Brass difte. i 8
(Signed) « FeLix TrouGHTON, lieut. commanding royal art’y

 Major General Brocx, commanding the forces U. Canada.

i« By Isaac Brock, Esq., major-general, commanding his Majesty’s

forees in the province of Upper Canada, &, &e. &e.

i« Whereas the territory of Michigan was this day, by capitulation,
ceded to the arms of his britannic Majesty without any other condition
than the protection of private property, and wishing to give an early
proof of the moderation and justice of the government, I do hereby
announce toall the inhabitants of the said territory that the laws here-
tofore in existence shall continue in force until his Majesty’s pleasure
be known, or so long as the safety and peace of the said territory will
admit thereof. AndI do hereby also declave and make known to the
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Chap. Visions in ch

arge of captain Brush, from thence

“to Detroit, became prisoners of war; and

1312, Detroit  with the Michigan territory, sur-

rendered to the british arms. The american
statements of their own strength, nearly coin-
cide with the british reports, which make it
two thousand five hundred men, regulars and
militia.  The militia were paroled and permit-
ted to return home, on condition of not serving
during the present war. The regulars were
sent down to Quebec. - The british force,
including indians, is acknowledged by the
enemy to have consisted of only one thousand
and thirty men, or thereabout.” Our OWn, No
doubt the more correct reports, state it to have
consisted .of three hundred and thirty regular
troops, four hundred militia, and six hundred
indians, who, upon the present occasion, are
said not to have sullied the glory. of the day by
any wanton acts of savage barbarity incident
to the indian mode of warfare. Twenty-two
pieces of iron and eight pieces of brass ord-

said inhabitants that they shall be protected in the full enjoyment of
their religion, of which all persons both civil and military will take
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

¢« All pe 18 having in their possession or
any public property shall forthwit
notice thereof to the officer cor
who are hereby duly autl
for the same.

““ Officers of the militia will be held responsible that all arms in
possession of the militia-men be immediatelv delivered up, and all
individuals whatever who have in their possession arms of any kind
will deliver them up without delay g

“ Given under my hand at Detroit, t}
1812, andin the fifiy-second

(Signed)

having knowledge of
h deliver in the same, or give
nmanding or lieutenant colonel Nichol.
wrized 10 receive and give proper receipts

s sixteenth day of August,
yearof his Majesty’s reign.

“ Isaac Brock, major-general.”
GOD SAVE THE KING.
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nance, the latter ¢ hiefly of those taken from us gy

in the revolution, with a quantity of stores nl
every description, and one armed brig, called
the John Adams (afterwards named Detroit,)
fell into the hands of the victors.

Thus ended the first attempt at the conquest
of Upper Canada. The loss of \hcl\m‘u and
Detroit, with the flower of their army at the
outset of the war, was a disgrace \muh filled
the american government with consternation
and alarm, as their plans of aggrandisement
were not only totally defeated, but their whole
western frontier was also now laid lopen to the

inroads u‘.' hostile indi'm@:, and at the merey of

a people indignant at the late invasion.

(:unc -al Brock having issued a proclamation
addressed to the inhabitants of the Mi chigan
Territory, confirming them in the full enjoy-
ment of their property, laws and religion, left
colonel Proctor in command of l)clmn, and
returned to York, where he arrived on the
twenty-seventh of August, amidst the heartfelt
acclamations of a grateful ncopl\, rescued by
his promptitude from t.;c |;_\m:mn.\ of submit-

ting to a congqueror. 1 the short space of
nineteen days, he lhhl, with the assistance of
his parliament, settled the public business of

the province, under the most tlying circum-
stances, and having united and prepared his
little army, effected a long and fatiguing march
of some hundreds of miles: and with means
incredibly limited, repelled aninvading enemy
of double his force, pursued him into "his own

(EI
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Chap. territory, and finally had compelled him to ide ¢
XIV. gsurrender his whole army ; thereby extending conti
Tars, the british dominion without bloodshed, over an from
" extent of territory almost equal to Upper Ca- have
nada. General Hull with the officers and men the u
of his army, were led into Montreal, on the Tk
evening of the 6th of September, in a triumphal sciou
procession, amidst the shouts of a scornful neel
multitude, indignant at the savage threat of o b
extermination he had breathed in his procla- than
mation at the outset of his invasion. The haza
commander of the forces however, received migl
him with the courtesy and attention due to his entr
rank, and unsolicited, allowed him to return wart
to the states upon his parole; but his officers favo
with few exceptions were sent to Quebec.* cals
Our miniature navy on lake Erie, and on i
lake Ontario, though the enemy were making from
the most active exertions, still maintained a hope
decided ascendancy, and upon it depended wik
the safety of Upper Canada and the future fate g3
of the british provinces. General Brock in- Gall
tended to have followed up his first success by mil
an attempt upon Niagara, a fort nearly opposite )
to Fort George; which in all probability as of
well as Oswego, and Sacket’s Harbour, the alte
nursery of the enemy’s fleet and forces, would heg
have yielded to the terror of his name and the was
* General Hull was, some months after his return to the United U[[
States, and after having been regularly exchanged, tried by a general g

court martial for his misconduct in this campaign. He was found
E}lllﬁi{s a:éiws;:n;m_lce:ll to bevs}lmt., bu.L being rccun‘nhjended on account pro
Skt oft}fe égitehesrézé;}ztmnaly war, he was pardoned by the H.CC
it
1oy
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h'm_' tide of successthat attended his arms; but chap.
Xty controuled by his instructions, he was prev erm;{I e
O from adopting measures, Whl(,h, probably, might 1812,
per have for ever blasted the hopes of -America in
and the upper province.
|="NV The commander of the british forces, con-
o scious of the inferiority of his strength, and

ston uncertain of reinforcements from home, seemed
e to have adopted a defensive system, rather
S than incur the risk of wasting his army in
an. | hazardous enterprises which in case of failure

might lead to disastersruinous to the provinces
entrusted to his charge. Forbearance to-
wards America had lontr been the known and
favorite policy of Great Britain, and there is
cause to believe that Sir George Prevost acted,
in the present instance, puxauant to directions
from his Majesty’s government, which, in the
hopes of a speedy termination of the differences
with America, studied, by temporizing, to avoid
measures tending to widen the breach and give

ock cause to the american people to embark heartily
et in the quarrel of their government.

yoppe Major General DLdl‘bO]"Il commander in chief
aiir  of the forces of the United States, had, soon
ot after the commencement of hostilities, fixed his
o5, T head quartersat Greenbush, near Albany, which
e anl was converted into a military depot, with a view

of collecting an army to overawe Lower Ca-
nada, and, by preventing succours to the upper
province, afford general Hull a facility in his
accomplishment of the conquest of that pro-
vince. Here he received, towards the end of
YOL. II. D

to 102 V2
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July or in the commencement of August, des-
patches from Sir George Prevost, by the
adjutant general, colonel Baynes, bearing a
flag of truce, notifying the repeal of the orders
in council, information whereof had been trans-
mitted his excellency from Halifax, by Mr.
Foster, the late minister in America. A propo-
sition accompanying these, of the propriety of
suspending hostilities, until the pleasure of the
president of the United States should be known,
was submitted to the american general, in the
hope that this conciliatory measure, removing
the alleged principal ground of difference
between the two nations, would be met by a
corresponding disposition on the part of the
american government. General Dearborn rea-
dily consented to an armistice, (except as to
eeneral Hull, who, he said, acted under the
immediate directions of the secretary at war,)
and forwarded the despatches to his govern-
ment, which, misconstruing this friendly proffer
into a sense of weakness, and of danger on the
part of the british commander, and probably
flushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper
Canada, refused to ratify the armistice. Mes-
sengers had in the meantime been despatchedto
Upper Canada, to inform general Brock of the
provisional armistice agreed upon between the
british and american commanders, but the
promptitude of that officer luckily had secured
Detroit before their arrival.—So much for deci-
sion in counsel and promptitude in action, in
both of which this excellent soldier was
remarkable.
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CHAPTER XV.

Montreal threatened by the american forces under general
Dearborn—a line of defence formed along the frontier —
various incidents —invasion and defeat of the americans
at Queenston—fall of general Brock—succeeded by gene-
ral Sheaffe—american navy in the ascendant, on lake
Ontario, and threaten Kingston—Dearborn makes a moye
towards Montreal—movement of the american forces
under general Smyth, on the Niagara frontier, to invade
Upper Canada, foiled—legislature meet proceedinas —

met i liberal provisien in support of the war — miscellaneous
ICLUY

matters —proposal to exclude judges from the le
council —another attack on the press for |

sislative

wetended breach
of privileges —arrivals at Quebec—revenue and expens
diture of 1812, &ec.

Tue american government was humbled bY chap.
“the results of the late mvasion, but the capture X}
of H. M. S. Guerriére, by the United States fo1n,
frigate Constitution, a ship superior to the
former, in tonnage, weight of metal, and the
number of her men, afforded some solace to
their wounded pride. The american forces on
the confines of Lower Canada, under the
immediate command of general Dearborn were
increasing rapidly, and threatened Montreal
with invasion by St John’s and Odelltown.
Their force at Niagara, and on the Niagara
frontier under brigadier general Van Ransalaer,
was also already formidable, and afforded good
grounds of apprehension to general Brock of a
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Chap. Speedy irruption from that quarter; while gen- mp
XV. oral Harrison was actively employed in collect Burto
Ts12 ing an army at the river Raisin near Detroit, rande
from Ohio, and Kentucky. The naval estab- preca
lichment at Sacket’s Harbour in the meantime from |
increased with celerity, and the ascendency rord
of their fleet on lake Ontario was by the dutv
indefatigable exertions of commodore Chaun- fhe s
cey now almost established. Vaio
[t was, as yet uncertain at what point their T
main force would be directed ; or whether their St
object was by a combined movement to over- iz
whelm both provinces at the same instant. T
The shewy, but unsubstantial legions they had feri
assembled, were not, however, dreaded by the lor g
british forces, who were supported by a brave (o
and loyal militia. e
A cordon was formed along the frontiers of -
Lower Canada, from Yamaska to St. Regis, Wi
where the line of separation between the o
[nited States and Lower Canada, touches the I
St. Lawrence,consisting of canadian Voltigeurs, il
and part of the embodied militia. A light Mo
brigade of the elite of the forces, regular and (4
militia, was formed at Blairfindie, under the "
command of lietenant colonel Young, of the e
8th regiment, consisting of the flank companies 40
of the 8th, 100th, 103d, regiments, with the h
canadian Fencibles, the flank companies of the e
Ist battalion of embodied militia, and a small ol
brigade of the royal artillery, with six field hi
pieces.
The road to the United States, from the i
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‘Ei camp of Blairfindie (or ' Acadic) through oy
Deuj-k Burtonwilq and Qdelltown, was cut up ;nul\-ﬂ;
| L x'endel'cﬂ impracticable by abbatis, apd every jsia.
].ngn:'» 131‘00&11'1“01'1 taken to ’p‘re\fcnt a _sudden 11‘}‘11pt10n
Endl from that quarter. The Voltigeurs, with ex-

e traordinary perseverance, effected this fatiguing
_JE,-\_‘_ duty in the course of a very short time, under
i e superintendance of their commanding officer
Major De Salaberry.

The slender reinforcements that arrived this
summer, were barely sufficient to relieve the
citizens of Quebec for a short time from gar-
rison duty. They consisted but of the 103d
regiment from England, with a few recruits
for other regiments; and a battalion of the 1st
(or royal Scots) from the West Indies, and
the three battalions of Quebec militia resumed
garrison duty in the beginning of October,
which they continued throughout the winter,
each taking in turn its week.

In September, another battalion of the
militia was embodied, principally from the
Montreal militia, called the fifth battalion
(afterwards canadian Chasseurs). The north
west company raised a corps of Voyageurs,
which, however, was disbanded in the ensuing
spring, while the merchants and tradesmen of
the 1st battalion of Montreal sedentary militia,
organised themselves into four companies of
volunteers for garrison duty, and field service
gis B in case of emergency.

A party of one hundred and fifty americans,
under captain Forsyth, crossed over in Sep-
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Chap. tember, from Gravelly point to Gananoque,

XV.

some miles below ]\mfmton, from whence they

1812, dislodged a party of nm militia, and took pos-

session of a (‘Lulllill} of arms and ammunltlon
which they cal'ried away after burning the
store and a small quantity of provisions. Their
conduct is represented to have been disgrace-
ful towards the defenceless inhabitants.
From the i‘t'cqucnt interruption of the con-
voys from Montreal, or rather Lachine, to
Kingston in Upper Canada, by the americans
at Ogdensburgh, opposite Prescott ; colonel
L(‘thbndoo conmmndmUr the latter, fmmed the
design of dislodging the enemy and possessing
humelf of Unden:,buwh. With a view to effect
this purpose, he aastmbkd a force of seven
hundred and fifty men, regulars and militia,
and having collected a sufficient number of
batteaux, he pushed off in the forenoon of the
4th of October, under cover of a cannonade
from Prescott, with twe nt\, -five batteaux escort-
ed by two gun-boats. - T he advanced without
opposition, “until mid-channel, w hen the enemy
opened a tremendous discharge of artillery,
which checked their progress. A confusion
immediately ensued, and they were u)rnpe]led
to make a precipitate retreat, with the loss of
three men killed and four wounded. The
americans were commanded by brigadier gene-
ral Brown, and behaved with much woinens
and mtrep1dll} This enterprise, undertaken
without the sanction of the commander of the

forces,
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.

forces, was censured by him; and the public chay.

opinion condemned it as rash.

On the ninth of October, the armed brig
Detroit, recently taken at Detroit, and the brlcr
Caledonia, with a quantity of furs belonging to
the north- “ext company, having dII‘lVCd “the
1)1'(,c<,dmu day from Detroit, mth prisoners,
were boarded opposite Fort Erie, before the
da.\m of day, by a party of up\\dids of two
hundred americans, in boats manned by sea-
men. They succeeded in cutting the cables,
and the vessels drifted towards the american

shore. The Caledonia grounded at Black Rock,
and the Detroit upon Squaw Island, a small
distance from the american side. The crew,
after a severe contest being made prisoners, a
party of men from IFort Erie, succeeded in
boarding and dismantling her in a fog, amidst a
warm fire of the enemy, and at ahout ten at
night she was blown up. Some lives were lost
upon this oc (“1\1011, among the americans a
major Cuyler, who was kil led by a shot from
Fort Erie, as he was riding along the beach
on the opposite side of the river

General Brock, who with un\\'c:n'iud dili-
gence had watched the motions of the american
forces upon the Niagara frontier, commanded
by major general Van Ransalacr, was con-
vinced from the movements he had observed
on that shore, that an invasion was premeditat-
ed, and kept his slender force upon the alert.
On the 4th of October a spy was sent over to
the british side, who returned with information

XV.

1812.




Chap.
XV.

—

1812.

44

that general Brock had moved on to Detroit,
with all the force that could be spared. En-
couragcd by these news, every p_](,paratlon
was taken for a descent upon Queenston.
On the morning of the 11th, their forces were
concentrated at Lewiston, opposite that place,
with a view of making an attack upon the
latter; but through the neglect ‘or cowardice
of the officer entrusted with preparing and
conducting the boats to the place of embarka-
tion, the attack miscarried. Early in the
morning of the 13th, their forces were again
concentrltcd at Lemxlen and the troops em-
barked under cover of a battery of two eighteen
and two six pounders. This movement bemor
soon discovered, a brisk fire was opened upon
them from the british shore, by the troops, and
from three batteries. Thc americans com-
menced a cannonade to sweep the shore, but
with little effect. The first division under
colonel Van Ransalaer, effected their landing
unobserved under the heights a little above
Queenston, and mounting the ascent, ‘attacked
and carried an eighteen pomld battery, and
disledged the light company of the 49th regi-
ment. The enemy were in the meantime
pushing over in boats, and notwithstanding the
current and eddies, here rapid and numerous,
and a tremendous discharge of artillery which
shattered many of their boats, persevered with
dauntless resolution, and effected a landing
close upon Queenston, where they were
opposed by the grenadiers of the 491hlevlment
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and the York volunteer militia, with a determi- Clas:

i 0] =) e 1 £ N AT o
nation verging upon desperation. The carnage

became terrible. The british being over-
whelmed with numbers, were compelled to
retire some distance into a hollow. General
Brock, who was at Niagara, a short distance
below, having heard the cannonade, arriving
at that moment, the grey of the morning, with
his provincial aid-de-camp, Lt.-col. M‘Donnell,
from that place, and having rallied the grenadiers
of his favorite 49th, was leading them on to the
charge, when he received a musket ball in his
breast, which almost immediately terminated
his existence. In the interim, the light com-
pany, supported by a party of the Y orkers,
rallied, and reascended to dislodge the enemy
from the heights. They formed and advanced
to the charge, exposed to a smart fire, but find-
ing the enemy posted behind trees, so that a
charge could have little effect, they desisted,
and separating, posted themselvesin like man-
ner, and kept up a sharp fire for some time.
Lieut. col. M‘Donnell who had joined them
while forming for the charge, and was encou-
raging the men, received a ball in his back, as
his horse, which had been wounded, was in
the act of wheeling. He survived his wound
but t wenty-four hours, in the most excruciating
pain. The americans having effected their
landing with an overwhelming force, .the british
were obliged to give way, and suspend the
fight until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving
the americans in possession of the heights.

N
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chap. General Sheaffe soon after came up with a e
XV. reinforcement of three hundred men of the 4]st | @
1812, regiment, two companies of militia, and two i‘J‘{'d!“
hundred and fifty Indians. Reinforcements | ™™
having also arrived from Chippawa, the general e
collected his whole force,amounting to upwards i
of eight hundred men, and leaving two field ”{‘S’f
pieces, with about thirty men under lieutenant i
Holeroft of the royal artillery, in front of {Q?F%"
Queenston, as a check to prevent the enemy kiled
from occupying the village, proceeded by a wands
circuitous route to gain the rear of the heights Rans
upon which the enemy were posted. The i
indians, being more alert than the troops, first indio
surmounted the hill, and commenced the s
attack, but were repulsed and fell back upon g
the main body, who formed with celerity, and -
upon the word, advanced to the charge under W
a heavy shower of musketry. The british sat sanl
up a shout, accompaniad with the war-whoop party
of the indians, and advanced at the double WOl
quick pace, when the americans struck with reid
terror, gave way and fled in all directions, '*'}‘”fl
some concealing themselves in the bushes, thing
others precipitating themselves down the pre- muck
cipice and being either killed by the fall, he f
or drowned in the attempt to swim the river. b
A terrible slaughter ensued, by the indians, s
whose vengeance it was impossible to restrain, iefo
until a white flag was observed ascending the g
hl“. with offers of an unconditional surrender, ol th
which were accepted. An armistice of three T
days was proposed by the american and 0




Wil, granted by the british general, in order to take chap.
theyy care of their wounded “and bury their dead, on XV
aiy  condition of destroying their batteaux, which T35
ey was immediately complied with.  One general
officer, (Wadsworth) two lieutenant-colonels,
five majors, a multitude of captains and subal-
terns, with nine hundred men, one field-piece,
and a stand of colours, were the fruits of this
important victory ; the enemy having lost in
killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners, up-
wards of fifteen hundred men. General Van
Ransalaer, before the arrival of the reinforce-
ments from Niagara, under general Sheaffe
finding the fate of the day still undetermined,
his trbops almost exhausted with fatigue, and
falling short of ammunition, had returned to the
american shore, to urge across reinforcements,
from the embodied mlhtm ; but they, notwith-
standing every menace, and entreaty, on his
part, unanimously refused. In this dilemma, he
wrote a note to general Wadsworth, who
remained with the americans, on the Queens-

. ton heights, informing him of the situation of

i things, and leaving the course to be pm'sued,_
jepr  much to his own judgment, assuring him that if
ieil  he thought best to retreat, he would send as
e many boats as he could command, and cover
"1 his retreat, by every fire he could make. But

before the latter had time to resolve upon any
mode of security or retreat, the spirited advance
of the british had decided the fate of the day.

Thus ended, in their total discomfiture, the
second attempt of the americans to invade
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chap. Upper Canada. The loss of the british is said | o
e " to have been about twenty killed, including | people
1812 Indians, and between fifty and sixty wounded. | pl
The fall of general Brock, the idol of the army, | Brock
and of the people of Upper Canada, was an The
irreparable loss, and cast a shade over the (anad
glory of this dear-bought victory. He wasa | Sl
native of Guernsey, of an ancient a reputable | et
family, distinguished in the profession of arms. | mis
He had serv ed for some years in (J"mada, and Tl
in some of the principal campaigns in Europe. amer
He commanded a detachment of his favorite fount
49th regiment, on the expedition to Copenha- | bom
gen with lord Nelson. He was one of those traitg
men who seem born to influence mankind, and biits
mark the age in which they live. As a soldier of th
he was brave to 2 fault, nnd not less judicious host
than decisive in his measures. The energy of |
his character was expressed in his robust and dan
manly person. As a civil governor, he was thei
firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether, 0
viewed as a man, a statesman, or a soldier, he bl
equally deserves the esteem and respect of his o
contemporaries and of posterity. The indians, Wig
who flocked to his standard, were enthusiasti- oo
cally attached to him. He fell at the early age {
of forty-two years. The remains of this rral ha
lant officer were, during the funeral. service, Yo
honored with a discharge of minute guns from vl
the american, as well as british lnttene% and mg
with those of his aid-de-camp lieutenant colonel Ro
M‘Donnell, interred in the same grave at |'Th
Fort Georcre, on the 16th October, amldst the ti
T
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tears of an affectionate soldiery and a grateful chap
people, who will revere his memory, and hold *V-
up to their posterity the m]pumlnbk name of jg12.
Brock.

The civil and military commands in Upper
Canada now devolved upon major general
Sheaffe, a friend and fellow soldier of his pre-
decessor. He paroled general Wadsworth
and some of the p]m(:]pal officers. The re-
mainder were sent to Quebec. Among the
american prisoners, twenty-three men were
found, who having declared themselves britis "n
born subjects were sent to England for trial a
traitors. This gave occasion to retaliate upon
british prisoners in America, and a like numher
of the latter were put into close confinement as
hostages for the safety of the traitors, by order
of the american government. This circum-
stance led to discussions that will be noticed in
their proper place.

On the eighteenth of October, general Smyth
assumed the command at Niagara, and apphefl
to the british general for an armistice which
was agreed upon, and to continue until thirty
hours after notice of its termination.

On the 23d of October, a party of near four
hundred americans from Plattsburg under major
Young, surprised the picquet at the indian
\tho(, of St. Regis. Twenty-three men were
made prisoners, h\ the enemy, and lieutenant
Rototte, sergeant M Gillivray and six men slain.
The piquet consisted of a detachment of cana-

dian voyageurs. The americans in plundering
YOL. II E
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Chap, the village found an ensign or Union Jack, in i
the house of the interpreter, usually hmsted lotea

isi2. upon a flag staff, at the door of the chief, i

e o

Sundays or holy- days. Thiq piece of murder
and thievery was m: “ these
being,”—said the american major, inan order
issued upon the occasion—* the first colours
taken during the war.”* This occurrence was,
however counte;pmsedb_y an attack upon a party

yith b
hosile
e1emy

{heir

of americans at Salmon river, near St. Regis, on
the 23d November, by detachments of the royal H\‘-m?'
artillery, 49th 1C(>lmcnt and Glengary light ilo.\‘lm
;n[ antry, amounting to seventy men, with detach- i
ments from the Cornwall and Glengary militia, er
of near the same number, the whole under the w
command of lieut. col. M¢Millan. In this affair, 'il]?f
the enemy took to a block house, but finding Tfjﬂ
themselves surrounded, surrendered prisoners “‘f
of war: One captain, two subalterns, and forty- .‘E"r”
one men became prisoners on this occasion, [”‘
and four batteaux, and fifty seven stand of arms m:
yuL g

were taken.
Notwithstanding the vicissitudes of war, and

e TSt iR ; 10ve
the internal difficulties with which the american i
a

government had to struggle, the most active _h"?
she

preparations were in progress for invading the n!‘%
Canadas. Major-general Dearborn was at the 'hell
head of ten thous*unl men, on the confines of la
: !

Lower Canada: our fleet, though superior ."ml'
to theirs in the spring and summer on lake -
il

* The taking, indeed, of a fortress and its flag, by storm or other- faro
wise, as well as the colours of an enemy in action, in open and hono- e d
rable warfare, is quite another thing, and truly would be creditable to il

the captors.
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Ontario, dare not now even contest with the chap
americans for the command of the lake.— XV
General Smyth had an army of six thousand ;7
men on the Aiqf)al'a frontier, and general Har-
rison on the river Raisin, over-awed Detroit
with his Ohio and Kentucky men. From these
hostile appearances it was evident that the
enemy still meditated a combined movement,
but the uncertainty of the point against which
their main strength would be almed kept our
army constantly on the alert. On the ninth of
November, the american fleet consisting of
seven sail, with a considerable number of ttoop&
after (,h’lblI]“ the Royal George into Kingston
channel, (:annomdcd her for some time ; bcmn,
hom,\m, warmly received by the uattencs as
well as the ships, they hauled off and bet up
under a heavy fire to Four Mile Point, and
anchored, with a view of renewing the attack,
at a more favorable opportunity. Larh on the
ensuing morning they got under w ay, and beat
out of the ch annel under a heavy press of sail,
to the open lake, where they fell in with the
governor blmcm,, from Niagara, running for
Kmmton. and chased her into the hmbom
she eluded their pursuit, by running over a reef
of rocks. The weather bccommtr boisterous,
the fleet bore away for Sac]xetstubour after
having taken in their cruise two schooners, in
one of which captain Brock, pay-master of the
49th regiment, was made prisoner. He was
parolec | by commodorc Chauncey, who gene-
rously restored the plate and effects taken with
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him, belonging to his late relative, genl. Brock.
The american forces, under general Dearborn,
had, in the mean time, gradually approached
the frontier of Lower Canada, and early on the
seventeenth of November, 1812, major De
Salaberry, of the canadian Voltigeurs, com-
manding the cordon and advanced posts on the
lines, received information at St. Phillip’s, that
the enemy, to the number of ten thousand,
were advancing upon Odelltown. He accord-
ingly strengthened his position, at the river La
Cole, by two companies of canadian Volti-
geurs,lhreellundrcdindinns,and.a small body
of militia volunteers, from the neighbouring
parishes. The enemy occupied Champlain
Town, two or three miles from the lines, and
an earnest invasion was momently expected.
Nothing occurred, of any consequence, until
the 20th, in the morning, when the captain of
the day, visiting the picket, between three and
four o’clock, perceived the enemy fording the
river La Cole, and, at the same instant, heard
them cock their firelocks in the surrounding
woods. He had scarcely time to apprise the
picquet of their danger, when the enemy, who
had surrounded the guard-hut on all sides,
discharged a volley of musketry so close that the
wads sat fire to the roof and consumed the hut.
The militia and indians discharged their pieces,
and pushing through the ranks of the enemj,
escaped unhurt, while the americans, who had
forded the river in two places, mistaking each
other in the darkness and confusion of the night;
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for the enemy, kept up a brisk fire for near Chap.
half an hour, at each other, in which they killed XV-
and wounded several of their own people. Tars.
After discovering their error, they retired to
Champlain, leaving five men wounded, and
three or four killed, who were found by the
indians on the same day. This party is said to
have consisted of fourteen hundred men and a
troop of dragoons, and was commanded by
colonels Pyke and Clarke.

This movement of the enemy, gave room to
expect another more vigorous attempt to invade
Lower Canada, and onthe 22d, the Governor,
by a general order, directed the whole militia
of the province, to consider themselves com-
manded for active service, and to be prepared
to move forward to meet the enemy, as soon
asrequired. Lieut. colonel Deschambault was
ordered to cross the St. Lawrence at Lachine
to Caghnawaga, with the Pointe Claire, Riviére
du Chéne, Vaudreuil and Longe Pointe bat-
talions, and to march upon PAcadie. The
volunteers of the 1st battalion of Montreal
militia, the flank companies of the second and
third battalions, and a troop of militia dragoons
crossed the river to Longueuil and Laprairie,
and the whole population in the district of
Montreal made a simultaneous movement to-
wards the point of invasion, with an enthusiasm
unsurpassed in any age or country. General
Dearborn, who, no doubt was well informed of
ing®  the state of the public mind in Lower Canada,

the 1 :
' n-3
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at this crisis, foresaw, from the multitude
assembled to oppose his progress, and the
the hostile spirit of the canadians, the fruit-
lessness of an attempt to invade Lower Canada,
began to withdraw his sickly and already
enfeebled host, into winter quarters at Platts-
burg and Burlington. Whether he earnestly
contemplated an invasion, or only intended this
movement as a feint to create a_diversion in
favor of the army under general Smyth, on the
Niagara frontier, remains. a question. All
apprehensions of an in vasion of Lower Canada,
for the present season, having disappeared,
the troops and embodied militia were on the
927th November, ordered into winter quarters.
The armistice concluded between generals
Smyth and Sheaffe, after the battle of Queens-
ton, terminated on the 20th November, pur-
suant to notification to that effect from the
former. This, and the former armistice, with-
out affording any present advantage, proved in
the event, of material prejudice to the british
on lake Erie. The americans availed them-
selves of so favorable an occasion to forward
their naval stores, unmolested, from Black
Rock to Presque Isle, by water, which they
could not otherwise have effected, but with
immense trouble and expense, by land,
and equipped at leisure the fleet which after-
wards wrested from us the command of that
lake.

General Smyth also had, during the armis-
tice, exerted himself in preparing boats for

Liwer
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another attempt to invade the upper province,

near Fort Erie, at the foot of that lake.*

* The proclamation, rather an original thing of the kind, issued by
this gentleman, in contemplation of his intended invasion, is as
follows :—

“ToTHE SOLDIERS OF THE ARMY OF THE CENTRE.

* Companions in arms !—The time is at hand when you will cross
the streams of Niagara to conquer Canada, and to secure the peace of
the american frontier.

¢« You will enter a country that is to be one of the United States.
You will arrive among a people who are to become your fellow eiti-
zens. It is not against them that we come to make war. It is
against that government which holds them as vassals.

«You will make this war as little as possible distressful to the
canadian people. It they are peaceable, they are to be secure in their
persons; and in their property, as far as our lmperious necessities
will allow,

% Private plundering
quits his rank to plunder
most exemplary manne

“ But your just ri

is absolutely forbidden. Any soldier who
on the field of battle, will be punished in the

1€

13 soldiers will be maintained ; whatever is

booty by the usages of war, you shall have. All horses belonging to

the artillery and cavalry ; all waggons and teams in public service,
will be sold for the benefit of the captors. Public stores will be secured
for the service of the U. States. The government will, with justice,
pil}' You “1(! \"(l!lll‘.

¢ The horses drawing the light artillery, of the enemy, are wanted
for the service of the United States. I will order TWO HUNDRED
DOLLARS for each to be paid the party who may take them. 1 will
also order FORTY DOLLARS to be paid for the arms and spoils of
each savage warrior, who shall be killed.

“ Soldiers! you are amply provided for war. You are superior in
number to the enemy. Your personal strength and activity are
greater. Your weapons are longer. The regular soldiers of the enemy
are generally old men, whose best years have been spent inthe sickly
climate of the West Indies. They will not be able to stand before
you,—you, who charge with the bayonet. You have seen indians,
such as those hired by the british to murder women and children, and
kill and scalp the wounded. You haveseen their dances and grimaces,
and heard their yells. Can you fear them? No, you hold them in
the utmost contempt.

Folunteers !—Disloyal and traitorous men have endeavoured to
dissuade you from your duty. Sometimes they say, if you enter
Canada, you will be held to service for five years. At others, they
say, you will not be furnished with supplies. At other times, they
say, that if you are wounded, the government will not provide for
you by pensions. The just and generous course pursued by govern-
ment towards the volunteers who fought at Tippecanoe, furnishes an
answer to the last objection. The others are too absurd to deserve any.

hs
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Early on the morning of the 2Sth Nov. the
enemy effected a landing on the british side,
with a division of fourteen boats rowed by
sailors, with about thirty men each, at the
upper end of Grand Isle between Fort Erie
and Chippawa. They wereresolutely opposed
by lieutenant King of the royal artillery, and
lieutenant Lamont and Bartley with detach-
ments of thirty and thirty five men each, of the
49thregt. Lieutenants King and Lamont were
wounded, and their men being overwhelmed
by numbers gave way, after spiking the guns;
these two officers with about thirty men,
were made prisoners and sent over to the
american side. Lieut. Bartley in the meantime,
after a determined resistance,by which his force
was reduced to seventeen effective men, was
compelled to retire, being threatened by a
movement of the enemy on his flank. In the
interim, the boats with the prisoners and as
many americans as could crowd into them,

““ Polunteers! 1 esteem your generous and patriotic motives. You
have made sacrifices on the altar of your country. You will not suffer
the enemies of your fame to mislead you from the path of duty and
honor, and deprive you of the esteem of a grateful country.  You will
shun the efernal infamy that awaits the man, who having come within
sight of the enemy, basely shrinks in the moment of trial.

% Soldiers of every corps ! Itis in your power to retrieve the honor
of your country and to cover yourselves with glory. [-;\'1-1'}' man whe
performs a gallant action shall have his name made known to the
nation. Rewards and honours await the brave. Infamy and con-
tempt are reserved for cowards. Companions in arms! You came
to vanquish a valiant foe, I know the choice you will make. Come
on, my heroes! And when you attack the enemy’s batteries let your
rallying word be, ¢ The Cannon lost at Detroil or Death 1?

ALEXANDER SmyTH,
Brigadier general commanding.

Camp near Buffalo, 17th Nov., 1812,

srming
e amer]

jaut

fly




N returning, left captain King, aid-de-camp to chap

o

4 ¢ the american general, with a few officers and XV
w(: about forty men, who moved down the shore jg;2

.4y of the river, but being pursued by major
Ormsby, from Fort Erie, were made prisoners,
after a feeble resistance. At about seven
o’clock in the morning, another division of
eighteen boats were seen advancing to effect a
landing two miles lower down than the former.
Colonel Bishopp having, upon the first alarm,
moved from Chippawa, had now formed a
junction with major Ormsby, from Fort Erie,
and commanding a force of nearly eleven hun-
dred men, consisting of detachments of the
41st, 49th and royal Newfoundland regiments,
a body of militia under lieut. col. Clark and
major Hall, and some indians, waited for the
enemy on the shore. Their approach was
welcomed with three cheers, and a steady and
effectual fire opened upon them from musketry
and a six pounder (under the command of
captain Kirby of the royal artillery) which
destroyed two of their boats, threw the remain-
der into confusion, and compelled them to take
flight. The enemy, for a part of the day,
made a display of their force on their own side
of the river, but perceiving the british had
unspiked and remounted the guns which had
fallen into their hands in the morning, they,
with a view of retiring unmolested from our
fire, by gaining alittle time, sent over a flag to
colonel Bishopp to summons the surrender of
wix  Fort Erie, to save the effusion of human blood,

!

5 i

e




58

Chap. Who laconically answered  come and take ii.”
XV. Preparations were made for another descent on
1510 the Canada side, on the morning of the 1stof
December, but through mismanagement in
embarking their troops, and a deficiency of pro-
visions, the project miscarried, and the troops
were ordered to re-land and hut themselves
for the winter. Murmer and discontent crept
into the american camp, and general Smyth
was obliged to take flight, to save himself from
the indignation of his army, which, from death,
sickness and defection, soon ceased to bean
object of apprehension to the british in their
neighbourhood. This was the termination of
the third attempt to invade Upper Canada, and
the result of the formidable preparations of the
american government to conquer the Canadas.
The legislature of Lower Canada, assembled
on the 29th of December. The governor, at
the opening of the session, expressed his confi-
dence in the people, the fruits of whose loyalty
were the honorable termination of the cam-
paign without effusion of blood, loss of terri-
tory, or a recourse to martial law :—
¢ The complete discomfiture of the plans of the enemy,
for the conquest of Upper Canada, by the capture of Michil-
limackinae and Detroit, and by the surrender of the whole of
the invading army, with its general —the brilliant achieve-
ment at Queenston, though clonded by the death, in the
hour of victory, of the gallant and much lamented major-
general Brock — together with the other recent advantages
gained over the enemy, both in Lower and Upper Canada,
are subjects of sincere congratulation, and demand our fer-
vent acknowledgments to the great ruler of the universe,
for these his undeserved mercies,
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% But itis not only for the success with which the .
Almighty has blessed his Majesty’s arms in the Canadas, \1{
that 1 have to congratulate you:—a more remofe scene, w.~w
where british valour has appeared in its native vigour, calls 1812.
forth additional exultation, and encourages

i

the expectation,
that the miseries which have so long desolated Portugal and
Spain, are at length arrested in their course, by the splendid
victories lately achieved in the latter country by general the
marquis of Wellington.,”

He thanked the house, in the name of the
Prince Regent, for the assurance of attachment
and support they had promised in their answer
to his speech at the opening of parliament, in
the preceding month of February, and acquaint-
ed them that— his royal highness placed that
confidence in the courage and loyalty of his
Majesty’s canadian subjects which made him
equally fearless of the result of any direct
attack upon them, and of any insidious attempts
to alienate their affection from his government.”
—He informed them of the beneficial effects
resulting from the army bill act, and recom-
mended it to their further consideration.— He
had”—he observed—¢ according to the powers
vested in him by the legislature, called forth
the militia to assist in the defence of the pro-
vince, and with the most cheering satisfaction
had been a witness of that public spirit, that
steady order, and that love of their country,
their religion and their laws, which they had
manifested on this occasion, and which, by
animating and uniting all classes of his Majes-
ty’s subjects, could not fail, under Divine
Providence, to make them safe at home and
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_respected abroad.”—He recommended a revi-

. sion of the militia laws, and concluded by
urging the necessity of dispatch, in conducting

the public business.
The assembly, in answer, observed :

« It is with no common degree of satisfaction, thatwe
receive from your excellency, such unequivocal testimony
of the voluntary exertions of all ranks of people, to second
vour excelleney in the execution of those precautionary mea-
sures which vou had in your wisdom adopted, for the
defence of the province, and its preservation from menaced
invasion.

« We feel it incumbent on us to siate to your excellency,
that not only that part of his Majesty s subjects who have
been placed in your immediate view, but the entire popula-
tion of the country, are devoted to the cause, and will
cheerfully make every sacrifice which the salety of their
country and its future happiness may require, at this truly
important and critical conjuncture, thereby assuring to them-
selves a superior claim to the confidence and affection of
their beloved sovereign.

« Considering the limited resources placed in the hands
of your excellency, at the commencement of the almost
unexpected, and entirely unprovoked war, declared by the
government of the United States of America, against his
Majesty, and the contemptuous language, and inconsiderate
threats, which accompanied and followed that declaration,
although we were conscious that such could not fail to arouse
the hereditary spirit of the country, we have great reason to
rejoice that the campaign has terminated without the effu-
sion of blood, without loss of territory, and without inter-
ruption 1o the most important habits of peace by a recourse
to martial law. To the energetic yet mild and conciliating
measures of your excelleney, to the devotion of his Majes-
ty’s canadian subjects, and to the rightful cause of a beloved
sovereign, we ascribe that bappy and honorable termination.

« The public spirit and determined resolution, inspired
by the love of their country, their religion and their laws,
which were manifested by the militia, when called forth by
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g your excellency in the defence of the province, and to wl

lich Chap.

udeg your excellency bears such strong and honorable testimony, XV.

ondie continues to animate and unite all classes of his Majesty's v~

subjects, and will, we trust, under the blessings of Divine 1813.
' Providence, ensure our safety at home, and make us res-

pected abroad.”

“ The sentiments”—said his excellency, in
reply—* contained in your address, are worthy
of the representatives of a loyal, brave and
enlightened people, and demand my warmest
acknowledgments.” :

Among the first proceedings of the house of
assembly, in this session, was an enquiry into
the causes and injurious consequences that
might have resulted from the delay incurred in
the publication of the laws of the provincial
parliament, passed in the session thereof begun
and holden on the 21st February preceding.
This measure, moved by Mr. James Stuart,
was, for some time, persevered in with unre-
mitted assiduity, and with the apparent inten-
tion to palliate the guilt of the rioters at
Lachine, but in reality to embarrass, it was
thought, the government, against which, on
account of his recent dismissal, by Sir J. H.
Craig, from the solicitor generalship, he now
set himself in array. Among those summoned
on this occasion, to attend the bar of the house
of assembly, were the clerk and other officers
of the legislative council, which, not having
been previously consulted by the lower house,
refused to allow their servants to be examined

at the bar of the latter. The legislative coun-
VOL. II, F




chap. ¢il, however; after deliberation, permitted ierse
XV. them to be examined by the house of assembly, | g
s, under a species of protest, from a desire to ousend

remove every possible obstacle to the immedi- i cire
ate discussion of measures requisite for the elit o
defence of the province, reserving, for a more i, 4t
convenient occasion, the question of their oxchng
privileges in this respect. Nothing of im- | ki,
portance resulted from the enquiry. The dain
subject of appointing an agent in England was | s

resumed by the house in the present session, Equip
but postponed. To support the expense of | poud
the war, an income tax upon salaries from ang

government was proposed in the lower house, spr
in the proportion of fifteen per cent upon every e
salary of £1,500 and upwards, per annum, flita

twelve per cent upon £1,000 and upwards, ad )
ten per cent upon £500 and upwards, mide

and five per cent upon every £250, and 1eql ¢
upwards. A bill to that effect was passed ippe
in the lower house, but rejected by the (el
legislative council. g

The assembly took into consideration, at —
the instance of Mr. Stuart, the power and
authority exercised by his Majesty’s courts
in this province, under the denomination of
Rules of Practice. The result, or rather
progress of this enquiry, during the sub-
sequent session, we shall notice in its turn.
—The house, in taking into consideration,
on motion: of Mr. Stuart, that part of the
governor’s speech, in which reference was had
to martial law, came to resolutions strongly
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adverse to a recourse to it* The army bill chap
act was renewed and extended: five hundred XV
thousand pounds were authorised to be put 1813,

into circulation, and, in order to secure their
credit, commissioners were appointed to estab-
lish, at regular periods, the current rate of
exchange, of bills upon London, which the
holders, upon application, were entitled to
obtain from government. Fifteen thousand
pounds were granted by the parliament to
equip the embodied militia, one thousand
pounds to provide for hospitals for the militia,
and twenty-five thousand pounds towards the
support of the war. The further sum of four
hundred pounds was granted to improve and
facilitate the communication between Lower
and Upper Canada; but no amendment was
made to the militia laws, owing to a disagree-
ment on the subject, between the lower and
upper houses. A duty of two and a half per
cent, upon all merchandise, provisions excepted,
imported into the province, and two and a half

* ¢ Resolved—That it is the opinion of this committee, that ali
occasion or pretence for recwrting in this province, to martial law., ir
the sense, in whieh it is understood, in the constitutional or public
law of England, hath been taken away by the act of the parliament of
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ¢ an act
for punishing mutiny and desertion, and for the better payment of the
army, in their quarters ;* by the ¢ rules and articles for the better
government of his Majesty’s forces ;* and by the militia laws of this
province ; wherehy the executive government hath become, and is
vested with all the powers necessary to enable it to provide for the
safety of this province, in the present conjuncture.

¢ Resolved—That it is the opinion of this committee, that the limits
and operation of martial law, as above stated, could not, nor can, be
legally enlarged in this province, without the authority of the provin-
cial parliament.”

These were carried by a vote of 18 to 15
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Chap. PET Cent more, upon merchandise imported

XV. into the province, by persons not actually
7513 therein resident six months previous to such
importation, was granted for the support of
the war. The legislature was prorogued on
the fifteenth of February, the governor thank-
ing the assembly for the liberality with which
they had granted to his Majesty the supplies
necessary for the public service :—

« The present crisis” —said his excelleney,—* will, in
all probability, call for sacrifices which your loyalty and
patriotism will, I trust, lead you without hesitation to make
—And I look forward from your good example, to a cheer-
ful acquiescence on the partof all his Majesty's subjects in
the province, in whatever may be required of them for the
defence of the country, and for the preservation of the bless-
ings they enjoy under bis Majesty’s mild and paternal
government.”

Among the miscellaneous matters of the
session, the following are entitled to notice :—
Mr. Lee moved that the house should go into
committee of the whole to enquire into the
necessity of preventing, either by bill or repre-
sentation to his Majesty and the two other
branches of the imperial parliament, the judges
of the court of king’s bench from having deli-
berative votes in the legislative council of this
province. The consideration of the motion
was postponed, but the progress of the idea
will be perceived as we proceed, until it finally
was realised.

The assembly made another attack, this
session, upon the press. An article in The
Quebec Mercury,” addressed ‘ To a parly
leader,” (understood to mean Mr. Jas. Stuart,
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pret ~ then one of the most active, if not at the head, cs

ap.

wy — of the opposition,) and signed “ Juniolus cana- XV
. St . . N~

to s densis,” * being, on motion of Mr. Lee, voted 1g13

por

a1led * This document is given not from any intrinsic importance, it

i possesses, but, that the reader may understand what constituted in

I (0 those sensitive times, ‘‘a false and a scandalous libel and manifest

bl breach of the privileges®® of the house of assembly.

“LETTER TO A PARTY LEADER.
i “ You are now, sir, playing the most conspicuous partina very
i extraordinary scene. Those who are disposed to view your actions
favourably, say, that you are practising a refinement of candour and
by delicacy of justice, which has seldom been surpassed. You were
stript of an official situation by the late governor ; your friends, and
perhaps some others, thought that the act was an unwarrantable
stretch of authority, and executed without such sufficient grounds,
as he was well known usually to act upon. He is gone; and you are
determined to vindicate his memory—yes—you will sacrifice yourself
to your sense of justice, and shew the public that you were really
unworthy of the place you then held. Youn will shew them, that
however insufficient in themselves, the grounds upon which the late
governor proceeded, he was guided by an anticipating discernment
info your character, and a provident caution against its natural effects.
With a generous and excessive zeal of reparation, with a determina-
tion 10 do away, at any hazard, the impression of which you hap-
pened to be the cause, you have embraced the first expedient that
presented itself; you have held yourself up to the general disesteem,
and appeared the self devoted victim of an honorable sensibility.
¢ But there are others who hold such a feeling and such a result of
it, to be incompatible and contradictory ;—who think that a line of
conduct which they deem seriously injurious to the province, could
hardly have originated in a motive so refinedly generous. These men
say, that either you are venting the spleen of disappointment, and
reckless of the evils that you cause, are indulging your unsatisfied
revenge against the government, or that youare, in truth, friendly to
the interest of the United States, and wish to contribute your mite
towards the advancement of their cause.—But is it not rather ambi-
tion that has fired your efforts 7 Isit not the thirst of fame that has
urged you on to distinetion? Is it not the noble yearning after an
immortal name that has excited this effervescence within your breast ;
that has taught you to be a mischief maker in your publie situation;
that has bid you head a few factious underlings of the law, and, with
their zealous assistance, to fill the ignorant and inexperienced with
error and perplexity, and to lead them into a belief of oppression on
the part of government, in an instance where its humanity was
strikingly conspicuous? It is this that arms you with courage to
bully and brow beat the few—alas how few ! that rise up to resist
you; and while you stand forth, self-invested, the champion of the
people, to ply among them your engines of discordance, and lay a

F 2
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« 4 false and scandalous libel upon this house,
and a manifest breach of its privileges,” It was
ordered that the editor, Mr. Cary, be taken

train which, if you were to succeed in lighting it, would blow up the
foundations of their well-being. ~Are you determined to be somebody,
and can vou find no better field of exertion ; or none that will invelve
the complication of evils that you are so prodigally scattering 2 - Yon
remind us of that dauntless hero of old, who, resolved that his name
should go down to posterity, and yet incapable of any action- that
might couple it with praise, fired the far celebrated temple of Diana
at Ephesus, and burnt it to the ground. His action has been perpet-
uated, as he expected—but his name has perished.*

i At a time when the enemy is at the door, and when nothing but
the cheerful alacrity, and the honorable ardour, almost unexampled,
which this province has hitherto exhibited (with one or two trifling
exceptions) from one end to the other, can save it from falling ;—at
a time when every generous spirit is roused in the consciousness of a
just cause, and eager to chastise the wicked presumption of a foe at
nee insidions and savage; at such a time as this, what is your em-
ployment 7—You are damping that alacrity ; checking that generous
ardour ; you are busy in sowing the seeds of embarrassment and
delay ; you are spreading the subtle venom of mistrust and disaffec~
tion j—you are picking out flaws, with the microscope. of a lawyer,
in the proceedings of government ; you are cavilling, you are colour-
ing, you are inflaming, you are fomenting groundless discontent;
and what is this but to create unnecessary misery 1 Youare painting
evils and passing them for real, as you hold them up to those whom,
if real, they would affect. Thisis your chosen office; this your
patriotism; and you revel in the plenitude of temporary success.
Will no man then stand upin your defiance ; and shall the fulminations
of your violence and abuse be dreaded as the thunder of elogquence
irresistible 2. Shall you be suffered to go on, trampling upon all rule
and decorum,—committing, at every step, some action unjustifiable
and irregular ; turning your colleagues into a mob ; simply because
you have already gained and established a proud footing by such
conduct —Go on then—and treasure up for yourself the recollection of
prostituted energies and perverted talents ;—go and bask in the consci-
ousness of successful exertions, directed against the vital interests ot
that country which gave you birth ;—proceed in the great work
which you have so happily begun; and if heaven avert not the conse-
quences of your endeavours, you may yet perhaps smile at the ruin
that is around you, and exclaim with genuine satisfaction and unre-
pressed rapture—¢ I have contribuled to this.”

« January 14. JunroLus CANADENSIS,

¢ Mr. L. J. Papineau moved, seconded by DMr. Bellet, that the
said article now rtead in english, be translated into the french
language.”’

e « This is a small mistake ; his name was Erostralus”—Ep. Q. M
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into custody of the sergeant at arms, whom, cpa,
however, he evaded, ku'pmﬂ out of his way XV
during the remainder of the session, treating s
them the day after the prorogation, on imdm;_r,
hlm%elfacram free, with the morceau below.*

Three hundred and ninety-nine vessels, con-
taining in all 86,436 tons, and employing 4054
seamen, cluued during the year ]‘412, from
Quebec. Of those vessels twenty-one were
built that year in this city, containing 5898
tons. The revenue of the year amounted to
£61,193, currency. The expenses of the civil
government to £98,777, sterling, including
upwards of £55,000 for the militia forces, and
£3,424 due to Uppcl Canada, as its propor-
tion of the revenue. The \,\p enses of the
legislature were £3,644, currency, besides the
above.

* « The Editor’s respects to a majority of the house of assembly
being just arrived from a tour of business, he learns that the house had
evinced much anxiety to see him, dll‘m" his absence. Unfortunately,
his return has taken place a day %00 late for him to have the hopor of
waiting on the house. Heis, however, rather at a loss to conceive
how his presence could be, in any manner, useful in assisting them
in their vocation of framing 'L.]\\b e Qe (ch Mercury,16th Feb., 1813.
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Chap. The americans under general Winchester, at Frenchtown, on
XVI.  the river Raisin, nearDetroit, defeated by colonel Proctor,
~~ and made prisoners—vote of thanks by the assembly, to

1813 colonel Proctor, his officers and men—the colonel promot- gl
ed to the rank of brigadier general—the session beingelosed era
the governor visits Upper Canada—successful attack meder,
over the ice upon Ogdensburgh—preparations during the | Rai

winter for the next campaign—american forces and fleet
on lake Ontario attack and capture York—sail thence
to Niagara—thence to Sacket's Harbour, for reinforce-

ments—return to Niagara, attack and carry Fort George— wlta,
General Vincent falls back to Buarlington Heights—Sir ece, [e
James Lucas Yeo, arrives at Quebec, from England, with ‘?‘“U.“'
a reinforcement of seamen for the lakes—expedition ‘. ”1
under the immediate command of the naval and military A0, 0%
commanders against Sacket’s Harbour—their failure and tady
retreat to Kingston—successful attack by general Procter nach,
on the american forces under general Harrison, on the e
Miami—brilliant affair at Stoney Creek, by lieut. col. Foah
Harvey —his defeat of the enemy and capture of two e b
brigadier generals—affair at Beaver Dams, and capture shout
of upwards of five hundred of the enemy, under lieut. the s3
colonel Boerstler—attack upon fort Schlosser and Black nd
Rock—demenstration before Fort George — attack bygene- e

ral Proctor upon the américan fort at Lower Sandusky, Ay
under lieut. colonel Croghan, defeated with severe loss— it

capture of american sloops Growler and Kagle, at Isle tom
aux Noix, river Chambly—an expedition from Isle aux the
Noiz visits Plattshurgh and other places, on lake Cham- g

plain — commissariat in Upper Canada ably attended to o
and well supplied, but at great expense—affair at Goose had

Creek-—naval occurrences on lake Ontario. Tom

; nsig
Tue american army under the command of |
general Harrison still hovered on the border of

n
ha
&
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Michigan territory and over-awed Detroit, Chap.
where colonel Proctor with an inferior force
was, as previously stated, left in command isi3.
after the reduction of that post, by general
Brock. On the 19th of January, information
was received at Detroit, by the british com-
mander, that a division or brigade of the
american army under brigadier general Win-
chester, was encamped at Frenchtown on the
river Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit,
having driven in a body of militia and indians,
posted there under major Reynolds, of the
militia, who, after some resistance with a field
piece, fell back upon Brownstown. Colonel
Proctor promptly determined to attack this divi-
sion, before it could be reinforced by the main
body, under general Harrison, three or four days
march, in the rear ; and assembled his disposable
force at Brownstown on the 21st, consisting of
five hundred regulars, seamen and militia, and
about six hundred indians. He advanced
the same day twelve miles, to Stoney Creek,
and at day break the next morning made
a resolute attack on the enemy’s camp. Gen-
eral Winchester himself, fell soon after the
commencement of the action into the hands of
the Wyandot chief Roundhead, who surren-
dered him to colonel Proctor. The americans
had retreated to the houses and enclosures,
from which they were making a desperate
resistance through fear of falling into the hands
of the indians; but upon its being represented
to general Winchester, that unless a speedy
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Chap. SUrrender were made, the buildings would be
*Vl set on fire, and that no responsibility would be o
1313, taken for the conduct of the indians, he caused  Joml
a flag of truce to be sent to his men, and '
agreed, on their part, to a surrender, upon con-
dition of their being protected from the fury of
the savages, and allowed to preserve their
private property. In this affair the enemy lost
in killed between three and four hundred men,
and one brigadier general, three field-officers,
nine captains, twenty subalterns and upwards
of five hundred men in prisoners. The loss on
the british side was also severe: twenty-four
killed and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded.
This spirited and vigorous measure completely
disconcerted the arrangements made by gen.
Harrison, for the recovery of the Michigan
territory, and secured Detroit from any imme-

diate danger. The house of assembly of Lower On §
Canada, then in session, passed a vote of thanks the ¢
to colonel Proctor, for the skill and intrepidity oy
with which he planned and carried into execu- It
tion this enterprise. A vote of thanks was cel
also passed to the officers, non-commissioned tim,
officers and privates belonging to the line, ma- b
rine and militia forces who assisted in its into
accomplishment, and colonel Proctor was !
immediately promoted to the rank of brigadier alter
general, by the commander of the forces, until kille
the pleasure of the Prince Regent should be Four
known, who was pleased to approve and con- trd;
firm the appointment, i

The governor having closed, as before stated,
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the session of the legislature, left Quebec on the € Chap.
17th February, on a visit for Upper Canada, XV
In hisroute tlmhel, lieutenant colonel Pearson in 155,
4  command at Prescott, proposed to him as he
Lad  passed,an attack upon the american post of Og-

% densburgh, in retaliation for an excursion by the
enemy from thence upon Brockville some days
previously. The governor did not deem it
expedient to order an attack upon that post,
but as two men had deserted on the evening of
his arrival, and had gone over to the enemy,

i who might, upon dS(‘L’I‘[“slnlno’ the arrival of the

03 0 frmemm. way lay him on s route, it was
jfou dutermlnu] that lieutenant colonel M‘Donnell,
nded, second in command at Prescott, should make a
efel demonstration on the ice, in ﬁont of Ogdens-
e burgh, as well with a view of engaging the
o attention of the enemy, as by drawing out their
- forces, to ascertain the strength of the garrison.
Wer On the ensuing morning, (22d February,) as
ks the governor departed, lieut. col. M‘Donnell

moved with his party across the river on the
ice, towards Ogdensburgh; the enemy per-
ceiving the movement,were prepared to receive
him. lfn-)dlod by that spirit characteristic of
british qoldleia, he turned the demonstration
into a real attack.

o The enemy were driven from the village
- after a short contest, leaving about twenty

D
killed and a considerable number wounded.
i IFour brass field-pieces, seven pieces of iron

ordnance complete, with several hundred stand
of arms, and a considerable quantity of stores

| ante
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fell into the hands of the victors, who lost
seven killed, and seven officers (including
lieutenant col. M‘Donnell) and forty-one men
wounded. After having destroyed two small
schooners and two gun boats, left there to win-
ter, they returned to their quarters at Prescott,

During the winter the greatest exertions
were made to be in a state of preparation for
the ensuing campaign. In March, a draught of
militia took place, to fill up the militia bat-
talions. A battalion (the 6th) was embodied
at Quebec, from the city militia for garrison
duty. The canadian regiment of Fencibles,
the Glengaries and the Voltigeurs recruited
with diligence and success; and the 104th (or
New Brunswick regiment) marched through
from Fredericton, for Upper Canada, some
hundreds of miles, with extraordinary celerity
in the month of March: though their route
from the former place, to the river St. Law-
rence, lay through an uninhabited wilderness,
(now covered by snow, two or three feet in
depth) neverbefore travelled by british troops.

The american forces in the meantime aug-
mented daily at Sacket’s Harbour, and their
fleet being superior to that of the british, a
descent upon Kingston or its neighbourhood
was confidently expected: the american go-
vernment, however, deemed it too hazardous
a game to stake the fate of their lake arma-
ment upon an enterprise against the principal
depot of the british in the upper province,
where they must expect a desperate resistance,

yresolve
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'?F.‘:mth"
amed
oy




73

and resolved to direct their efforts against the chap
more distant and vulnerable parts on the lake. XVI
Commodore Chauncey having accordingly Jors
equipped his fleet foran C\pedmon and received

on board upwards of seventeen hundred troops
under the command of generals Dearborn and
Pike, sailed from Sacket’s Harbour on the
25th of April, and on the following evening
appeared off York with fourteen sail of armed
vessels. On the ensuing morning, (27th) the
enemy commenced a debarkation_about three
miles to the west of the town, but the wind
blowing fresh from the eastward they fell con-
ChUled Sldel’lbly to leeward of the position fixed upon

h (o for landing, (the site of the old french fort

ot~ Toronto) while they suffered much from a

ope  galling fire of the british troops, posted in a

erily wood. They, however, accomplished their
oute landing and compelled the british, whose
L. whole force, regulars and militia, did not ex-

me,  ceed six hundred men, to retire with loss.
@i  The grenadiers of the 8th regiment, who lost
their captain M<Neal, were, after a desperate
contest almost annihilated by the overwhelming
numbers of the enemy. The latter hmmn
made their landing, formed upon the beach
under the immediate orders of general Pike,
while the schooners worked up to the forts,
under a heavy cannonade, and assuming a
position at the distance of six hundred yards
from the batteries in order to make a simulta-
neous impression upon the works by water and

by land, opened a heavy fire upon them which
VOL. II. G
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Chap. did great execution. The land forces under

XVI

: %ncm] Pike advanced through a little wood to

i
1813. the main works, when, at the distance of sixty

rods from them, a tremendous explosion took
place, from a magazine previously prepared,
which discharging an immense quantity of
rubbish, :p;ead havock among their troops, and
killed a number of their officers and men.
General Piké, an officer much esteemed in the
american army, and who seems to have been
a gentleman of an amiable character in private
life, received a contusion from a large stone,
while leading on his men, which in a few hours
put a period to his existence. General Sheaffe
finding his small force unable to resist that of

the enemy, retreated at two o’clock, in the

afternoon, leaving lieutenant colonel Chewitt,
of the militia, to treat with the enemy: and a
capitulation immediately ensued, by which
York was surrendered to the american forces,
and the militia to the amount of more than two
hundred men, with their officers, surrendered
prisoners of war, on condition hat all private
property should be respected. The public
stores of every description fell into the hands
ui the enemy, with the armed schooner Duke

f Gloucester, undergoing repairs. A new
h]p which had been laid dow n, at this open
and defenceless post, the preceding winter,
and now almost completely planked, was with
the naval stores set on fire by the british pre-
vious to their retreat. 'The loss of the british
was severe, amounting to about one hundred

i lirty 0
f—-rq,i{‘ ]
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and thirty men in killed and wounded, among chap
the former Mr. M¢Lean, the clerk of the house XVI
of assembly of Upper Canada, who had volun- 133
teered his services with a musket. The loss

wf_‘" of the enemy though not correctly ascertained
|em.‘._‘ must have been heavier than that of the british.
Jf;}""": The enemy having secured their booty, re-
]“‘r embarked and sailed on the 2d of May for
""" Niagara. General Sheaffe suffered much, in

the public estimation, on account of his failure,
in defending York, and of his retreat before the
enemy on this occasion, and was shortly after-
wards superseded, in the chief command, in
Upper Canada, by major general de Rotten-

that

4" burg. On his return to the lower province,
Dt he was put in command of the troops in the
Wl district of Montreal.

7“{‘{! ; The american fleet having landed the troops
which

_ at Niagara, returned to Sacket’s Harbour for
it peinforcements, and on the 25th May, their
@i whole fleet having proceeded by detachments,
W were again assembled at Niagara, and general
V incent commanding at Fort George, foresaw
that an attack was shortly to be made upon his
post. Commodore Chauncey despatched two
of his vessels to cruise vigilantly off Kingston,

A¥ and concerted his arrangements with general
30  Dearborn for a combined attack upon Fort
i George. Early in the morning of the 27th

May, the enemy accordingly commenced a
combined attack upon that fort, having previ-
ously on the 24th and 25th, materially injured
the works, by a warm cannonade from their
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Chap. ships and batteries. A body of about eight |li"
XV hundred riflemen, under colonel Scott, landed [ ™
‘52 near the Two Mile Creek,while the fleetranged S
up in the form of a crescent, extending from ‘a.iwu.wh'
the north of the light house to the Two Mile beterd

Creek, so as to enfilade the british batteries by slicted
a cross fire. The riflemen after forming and '3‘{5&{@
ascending the bank were met by the british, s

and compelled to give way, in disorder, and
return to the beach, from whence they kept up
a smart fire under cover of the bank. In the

meantime another body, of upwards of two |
thousand men, under the direction of general | werl
Lewis, made a landing, and formed on the sl

beach, under cover of a tremendous cannonade
of round shot, and showers of grape and canis-

ter from the fleet, that swept the adjacent plain | iy
and compelled the british to retire. General by,
Vincent finding the works torn to pieces, by King
the enemy’s artillery, and no longer tenable thp
against so overwhelming a force, caused the Pre
fort to be dismantled, and the magazines to be Wil
blown up, and retreated to Queenstown, leav- Jath
ing the americans to take possession of the his
ruins, of the fort.* The british loss consisted T
fhe

* [n the general order issued on this occasion, by the commander for
of the forces, we find the following :— flot

it Regardless of the immense superiority of the enemy, his advance :
was gallantly and obstinately disputed,—a judicious position was lne
occupied by lieut. col. Myers, and when that zealous and meritorious
officer was obliged to- quit the field, having received three wounds,
he was ably replaced by lieut. col. Harvey, and the unequal contest —
continued with unshaken gallantry and determination.

it Brigadier general Vincent, considering further perseverance
agamnst an overwhelming force; a fruitless sacrifice of invaluable
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Ieg  of fifty-two killed, and upwards of three hun- cpap.
okl dred wounded and missing. The american XVI }mi
4 accounts state their loss at tlum -nine killed, T
and one hundred and eleven wounded.

General Vincent on the ensuing day having
collected the whole of the forces, from Chip-
pawa and Fort Erie, and destroy ed or rendered
useless the posts and stores along that frontier,
commenced his retreat tonald Burlington
heights, at the head of Ontario.

Fhe arrival of Sir James L. Yeo, from

? 1813.

of tm England, at Quebec, on the 5th May, with
geDer: several officers of the royal navy and 450 sea-
oo men for the lakes, cheered the drooping spirits
ot of the public. Captains Barclay, Pring and
ais  Finnis, with five lieutenants of the roy'al navy
 plain having previously arrived over land from Hali-
neral fax, w1th some seamen, were already at
5, by Kingston, and were putting the fleet in a state

of preparation to meet the enemy. Sir George
Prevost proceeded from Montreal to Kingston,
with Sir James L. Yeo, who arrived at the
latter place in the short time of six weeks, from
his embarking at Portsmouth.

The two commanders being now at Kingston,
the public was on the tip-toe of expectation
for some decisive dash upon the enemy’s
flotilla.  An attack upon Sacket’s Harbour, in
the absence of their fleet, at Niagara, was
resolved upon. A body of eight hundred or a

lives, having gained by their intrepid resistance the means of dis-
mmtlm-r the fort, and destroying the stores, he directed the troops to
fall back on Queenston, which was done with perfect order.”

2




Chap. thousand men were embarked on th_e 27th
AVL. May, on board the british flotilla at Kingston,
813, consisting of the Wolfe 24 guns, Royal George

24, Earl of Moira 18, and four schooners
bearing from ten to twelve guns each, with a
sufficient number of batteaux, and at noon on
the next day they were off Sacket’s Harbour.
The weather was propitious, and the troops
were transferred to the batteaux, tomake their
landing, under an escort of two-gun boats,
commanded by captain Mulcaster, the whole
under the immediate direction of the land and
naval commanders in chief. They had pro-
ceeded but a short distance when a convoy of
american boats, loaded with troops were des-
cried doubling Stoney Point, on their way
from Oswego, to Sacket’s Harbour. The
indians, who had previously landed, on an
island, fired upon them as they passed, and
threw them into confusion, while the boats and
batteaux bore down and captured twelve of
them, with about 150 men: the remainder
escaped into Sacket’s Harbour. The landing
was then deferred wuntil the next morning,
while the americans raised the alarm, and
withdrew a detachment of their troops, posted
upon Horse Island, at the mouth of the har-
bour, and assumed a position on the main,
opposite a ford leading from the island to the
main land, where they were reinforced by a
body of militia, under general Brown, and
prepared for a vigorous defence. The night
was dark and rainy, and at day break next
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meorning the boats were so scattered that they chap
were unable to effect a landing as intended, XV1-

before the enemy should have time to line the 73
woods. They first attempted to land on the
main, in a cove formed by Horse Island, but
on approaching it they found the enemy pre-
pared for them, by a heavy fire of musketry,
from the surrounding woods, supported by a
field piece. lhey then pulied round and
landed on the outside of the island, with little
or no loss, and pushed forward to the ford, in
the face of a hot fire of musketry and the field
piece, which they carried in a few moments
after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds
of ammunition. The enemy retreated, and post-
ing themselves securely behind large trees,
kept up a smart fire upon the british.  The
fleet, m the meantime, as well as a small vessel
with two six pounders, intended to have been
landed in time to support the advance, of the
troops, were, through light and adverse wind,
a long way in the rear. Under these circum-
stances it was impossible to wait for the arrival
of the artillery, and colonel Baynes, the adju-
tant general of the forces, in british N. America,
who was charged with this service, ordered
the detachment to divide, in order to scour the
woods, by pursuing two paths which led in
opposite directions round a rising ground.
The enemy dislodged from the woods at the
point of the bayonet, fled to their fort and
blockhouses, whither they were pursued by
the british, who set fire to their barracks. At

o~

1813.




Chap. this luckless juncture it was thought by the com-

XVl manding officer, that the enemy’s blockhouses

Tars. and stockaded battery could not be carried by

assault, even with the assistance of field pieces

had they been landed. The fleet were still out

of reach to render any assistance in battering

them, while his men were exposed to the fire

of the enemy secure within their works. The

signal of retreat was therefore given to the

indignant assailants, and the enterprise was

abandoned at a moment, when the enemy had

so far calculated upon a decisive victory on

the part of the british, as to have set fire to

their naval store houses, hospital and marine

barracks, by which all the booty previously

taken at York, and the stores for their new

ship were consumed. They had also set fire

to a frigate on the stocks, and were it is said

actually retreating from the town, as untenable

and lost: but, on discovering the retreat of

the british, they returned and succeeded in

suppressing the fire and saved her. The

troops were immediately re-embarked and

returned to Kingston. The loss though heavy

on both sides was never correctly ascertained,

or reported; among the british, capt. Gray,

acting deputy quarter master general, was

much regretted. He fell while reconnoitring

the enemy’s works, in the hopes of discovering
some opening to favor an assault.

Thus terminated an expedition to the disap-

pointment of the public, who, from the presence

and co-operation ofthe two commanders in chief,
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had flattered themselves with a very different chap
result. This miscarriage, with other untoward XV!
events, at the commencement of the present g s
campaign, extinguished in the mind of the
enemy, the ideas of invincibility with which
the prowess of our arms the preceding summer
had inspired him, and the military character of

Sir George Prevost sustained a shock, from
which, it never recovered.

¢ i From these humiliating occurrences, we
my b turn with pride to more cheering scenes of
Iy 1 action, which effectually retrieved the honor of
fire the british arms, in Upper Canada. General
Tarile Harrison, notwithstanding the defeat of a divi-
sl sion of his army, under general Winchester,
16w at Frenchtown, in February, still persevered
fire in his preparations to recover the Michigan
said territory, and in pursuance of his views, had
ble towards the spring, taken post near the foot of
ai of the rapids of the Miami, where he only waited
d for reinforcements, to commence active opera-
The tions against the british. General Proctor,
ol aware of his views, determined to dislodge him
heay before the arrival of his reinforcements, and

proceeded for the Miami. He reached the
neighbourhood of the enemy’s position on the
26th of April. The americans had, however,
secured themselves, by block houses and bat-
teries, so as to render every effort of the small
artillery, of the besiegers, unavailing. In the
g morning of the 5th of May, a reinforcement
consisting of two regiments, amounting to about
twelve hundred men, under brigadier general
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Clay, having rapidly descended the river from
Fort Defiance, some distance above Fort
Meigs, (the american position) made asudden
attack and surprised the british batteries, on
the west side of the river, seconded by a reso-
lute and simultaneous sally from the garrison.
Having carried the british batteries, they un-
warily pursued the indians, who fell back
skirmishing with the enemy, while the main
british force coming up, by a hasty and judi-
cious movement cut off their retreat to the
river. After a desperate contest, the enemy
surrendered, and upwards of 500 men were
made prisoners. They who had sallied from
the fort alone effected their escape, betaking
themselves to their fortification. The indians,
although disposed to sacrifice the prisoners
according to their mode of warfare, after some
excesses, were with difficulty, restrained from
slaughter by the british, two or three of whom
fell victims to the fury of the savages, in their
endeavours to protect the defenceless prisoners.
By this partial success, the enemy became so
crippled as to be unable to prosecute the cam-
paign with any prospect of recovering Detroit,
and general Proctor drew off his forces and
returned to Sandwich, under the apprehension
of being abandoned by the indians, who, after
a battle, according to their custom, retire to the
enjoyment of their booty. In this affair, the
british loss amounted to one officer (of the
militia) and fourteen men killed, and one officer
and forty-five men wounded.
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Immediately after the capture of Fort George, ¢ bich
by the enemy, general Dearborn pushed for- XVI
ward a body of three thousand infantry, with 5,3
nine field-pieces and two hundred and fifiy

cavalry, as far as the IForty Mile Creek, for the
purpose of dislodging n(,n(ml Vincent, who
had assumed a position at Burlington Heights,
at the head of lake Ontario; or to prevent a
junction of the forces under general Proctor
with those of general Vincent, which, the ame-
ricans understood had been agreed upon by the
british. On the 5th of June, general Vincent

wer was apprised of the advance of the enemy, by
fron the retreat of his advanced picquets, from
kg Stoney Creek. Lieut. colonel Harvey, deputy
e adlutant general, immediately moved forward
i with the hUht companies of the 8th and 49th

regiments, and having reconnoitred the enemy’s
position, proposed to general Vincent a noc-
turnal attack wupon his camp. which was
approved. At eleven in the evening, the gene-
ral moved up with the 49th regiment and a part
of the 8th (his whole effective force only 704
firelocks) toward the american camp, distant
about seven miles. Lieut. colonel Harvey led
the attack, in gallant style, and completely
succeeded in surprising the enemy in the

]d midst of his camp, who, notwithstanding the
'm'_‘:." darkness of the night, and the consternation
and disorder into u]mh they were thrown,
er i evinced a state of order and discipline highly
e creditable, in repeatedly forming, though com-

pelled as often to disperse, bcfore the british
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chap. bayonet. Two brigadier generals, (Chandler

_-.\l

and Winder,) seven officers of inferior rank,

—

and one hundred and sixteen men, with three
guns, one brass howitzer and three tumbrels,
fell into the hands of the british by this brilliant
and intrepid action, which, as it reduced the
americans from offensive to defensive opera-
tions, was prol nbly, in its result, of more real
importance to the salvation of the upper pro-
vince, than any other occurrence during the
pnrs nt campaign. The british were ordered
to retreat before day light, lest their slender
force, exposed to the view of the enemy, upon
the return of day, might be overpowered by
their superior numbers. Finding that the

british had retreated, they re- occupied their
camp after sun-rise, aml having destroyed all
their incumbrances, commenced a precipitate
retreat to Forty-mile Creek, ten miles from the
scene of action, where they were reinforced on
the -following day by general Lewis, with a
detachment of the army from Fort George.
The loss of the british in this affair, was one
officer and twenty-two men killed, and twelve
officers and one hundred and fifteen men
wounded, and fifty-five missing.*

* The following is from the general order issued by brigadier gene-
ral Vincent, after this gallant action ;—

« Brigadier general Vincent is at a loss for language to do justice
to the distinguished bravery and good conduct of the troops engaged.

¢ To lieut. colonel Harvey, deputy adjutant general, who planned
the enterprise and conducted the columns to the attack, every degree
of praise is due, and his distingnished services are duly appreciated.
The Bth (King’s) and 49th regiments, he was rejoiced to observe,
vied with each other in acts of intrepidity and gallantry, though at
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On the evening of the 7th, the british ﬂeetfhap
hove in sight, and, on the ensuing morning, XV
approached the shore and fired a few shots y513.
upon the enemy, whom they summoned to
surrender prisoners of war. This was refused
by the american officer, who, however, deem-
ed it expedient to fall back upon Fort George,
while the british, as they retired, pressed upon
their rear, and occupied the ground they had
abandoned. Twelve of their batteaux, accom-
panying the army on its retreat, containing
principally officers’ baggage, fell into the hands
of the british fleet.

On the 28th of June, a party of about six
hundred of the enemy, under lieut. colonel
Boerstler, who had been despatched the pre-
ceding day, by general Dearborn, by way of
Queenston, with a view of dislodging a detach-
ment or picquet, posted at a place called the
Beaver Dams, (a few miles from Queenston,)

the unavoidable expense of many of their valuable officers and
men.”’

This gallant officer, now lieut. general Sir John Harvey, lieutenant
governor of Nova Scotia, seems to have been, during this and the fol-
lowing campaign, almost ubiquitary in Upper Canada, as in every
military enterprise, from the Niagara frontier downward, of any mo-
ment, we find him actively and vigorously engaged, and honorably
mentioned, not less in private accounts, for the skill, decision, and
intrepidity invariably evinced by him, on all occasions where he was
concerned, than in the general orders of the day. There is not,
perhaps, in the british army, an officer more favorably known in

Canada, than Sir John Harvey,and certainly none more so in Quebec,
where, for many years after ‘the war, he resided, as deputy adjutant
general to the forces in the Canadas, esteemed by his fellow towns-
men of all denominations, for his many social and domestic qualities,
uniting those of a good citizen, neighbour and friend, with the sterner
ones of a gallant and geod soldier, and upright pubUc man.

YOL. II H
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were surprised on their route, by a party of
indians under captain Kerr, and after some
skirmishing, believing themselves hemmed in
by superior numbers, surrendered to lieutenant
Fitzgibbon, of the 49th regiment. This officer
arriving at the conclusion of the business, with
a small detachment of forty-six rank and file,
completed the victory, and the americans sur-
rendered themselves prisoners, after negoci-
ating a capitulation with him, in the name of
major De Haren, by whom he induced the
enemy to believe themselves surrounded with
considerable force. The latter officer, though
not immediately on the ground, was, however,
in the neighbourhood, and advancing with the
light company of the 8th regiment, and the
two flank companies of the 104th, with a small
body of provincial cavalry, under captain Hall.
The prisoners taken, were five hundred and
and twelve in number, including twenty-five
officers, with two field-pieces and a stand of
colours.

The enemy, by these partial successes of the
british, were compelled to confine themselves
to Fort George and its environs; and, before
the 1st of July, - the british had formed a line
extending from Twelve-Mile Creek, on lake
Ontario, across to Queenston, on the Niagara
river. From Chippawa, a descent was made
on the american Fort Schlosser, on the oppo-
site side of the river, during the night of the
4th of July, by a small party of militia and
soldiers, under lieut. col. Clark, of the militia,




who surprised a small guard at that post, and chap.
brought away a brass six-pounder, upwards of XV
fifty stand of arms, a small quantity of stores, 1g13.
with a gun-boat and two batteaux.

Lieut. colonel Bishopp, lately commanding
at Fort Erie, having obtained the approbation
of the general commanding, for the execution

of an enterprise, which he had previously pro-

nexoct posed, crossed over at day-break, in the morn-
e o ing of the eleventh of July, with 240 men,
el e consisting of a small party of militia, and
ol Wil detachments of the 8th, 41st, and 49¢h regi-
thoued ments. They effectually surprised the ene-
whter my’s post at Black Rock, where they burnt his
ih the block-houses, stores, barracks, dock-yard and
d the a vessel ; but while occupied in securing the
sl stores, to carry them away in their batteaux,
Tl the enemy, with a reinforcement of militia and
Tkl some indians.in their interest, under covcr‘of
ki the surrounding woods, opened a smart fire
oo and compelled  the british to  hasten their
¥ retreat, with the loss of thirteen men killed
it and a considcmbic numbcr. wounded ; among
il the latter, capt. Saunders, of the 41st regiment,
kel severely, and lieut. colonel Bishopp ]mormil)',
lﬂ]:- an oflicer of distinguished merit, whose loss

was much regretted by the militia of Upper
Canada, with whom he seems to have been a
favorite inspecting field-officer. 'Seven pieces
of ordnance, two hundred stand of arms, and a
great quantity of stores were brought away.
The two armies, almost in sight of each
other, remained inactive, until the arrival of

on
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Chap. the commander of the forces from Kingston,
V1. when the speedy reduction of Fort George was
5 confidently expected. The governor to ascer-

tain, as it was pretended, the extent of the
enemy’s works and the means he possessed of
defending the position which he occupied,
determined to make a demonstration on that fort,
on the morning of the 24th of August, and the
army was put in movement, as if for an assault
upon it. The british drove in the picquets,
several of which were taken, and advanced
within a few hundred yards of the enemy,
who, although supported by a fire upon the
british, from their batteries on the opposite
shore, declined leaving their entrenchments to
venture into the field. The commander of the
forces did not deem it advisable, however, to
risk a trial for the recovery of that post, which,
as he deemed it, was not of sufficient moment
to compensate the loss, that must have been
experienced from an assault. The whole
force in the neighbourhood of Fort George, at
that period, it is true, did not exceed 2000
men, on an extended line, while that of the
enemy in Fort George, exceeded 4000, totally
depending upon their own resources for the
subsistence of their army, and compelled to
act solely on the defensive, from the hostile
front assumed by the british in their neighbour-
hood. The prestige that surrounded the mili-
tary character of Sir George Prevost, improved
by the popularity he was acquiring as a civil
governor, had been sensibly impaired by his
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gston : : ’ ) |
i f_all_ure at Sacket’s Harbour, and the present Chap.

HEe fruitless “ demonstration,” as, (to cover this, XVI-

2800 . . . % ———

o e his seqond failure,) hg EEI.‘IIIB(] it, dispelled 153,
: what little confidence in him, as commander

Saedr of the forces the army, and those in the coun-

i try the best able to judge of his abilities as

o such, previously entertained.

o i I'rom this time forward, his reputation, as a

% military commander, a position, to which his

e madequacy was already, in various quarters,

e unequivocally and publicly expressed, was in

K the wane; but, his personal bravery has never

on e been impeached, and to the moment of his

s departure from the province, his popularity

s 0

: with the people, as civil governor, remained
ofte unabated.

en 10 Harrison, in the meantime, was on the
hih, Sandusky river, making preparations to prose-
ment cute the war with vigour in the Michigan terri-
betn tory, as soon as the fleet fitting out at Erie
whol (Presqu’isle) under captain Perry, who had
g6 d been despatched thither by commodore Chaun-
| 0 cey, towards the end of May, should be in
of fl sufficient strength to co-operate with the land
total forces. General Proctor again resolved to
or make another effort to defeat his purpose, and
led b immediately invested the american fort at lower
host? Sandusky, then under the command of Major
Bbour Croghan, with a force consisting of near five
o i hundred men, including regulars and militia,
profe and between three and four thousand indians
a ol under Mr. Dixon and the celebrated indian
by b chief Tecumseh. After a smart cannonade,

2
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on the second of August, from five six pounders
and a howitzer, for the purpose of effecting a
breach in the enemy’s works, the british (the
indians having previously withdrawn them-
selves out of reach of the enemy’s fire}led on by
brevet lieut. col. Short, advanced unperceived
by the enemy under cover of a cloud of smoke
to the distance of eighteen or twenty paces of
the enemy’s works. A heavy fire was immedi-
ately opened, which, at first, threw the assail-
ants into disorder : they, however, immediately
rallied, and having advanced to the outer
works, began to leap into the ditch, when a
fire of grape slugs was opened from a six
pounder (which had been previously arranged
so as to rake the ditch,) supported with
musketry, that dealt destruction among the
assailants, and compelled them to retreat with
precipitancy, leaving their gallant leader, lieut.
col. Short, with three officers and fifty-two men
killed and missing. 'The wounded amounted
to forty-one including three officers. General
Proctor, finding his force inadequate, the
indians unaccustomed to the European mode
of warfare and to the delay of a siege, growing
impatient, and general Harrison, at no great
distance, with a respectable force, thought
proper to raise the siege and retire to Amherst-
burgh.

The events in the lower province also deserve
our attention. The old fortifications at the
Isle-aux-Noix, emphatically termed the key of
Lower- Canada, had been repaired, and three
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gun-boats sent thither from Queho No chap
material occurrence transpired in that neigh- XV1-
bourhood until the third day of June, whe 10y 10ase
early in the morning, a sail was observed from
the garrison over a point of land formed by a
bend in the river about two leagues above the
island. This unusual appearance created an
alert In the garrison, at that moment com-
manded by lieut. colonel George Taylor, in-
specting field officer, (a Major in the 100th
regimentj who, apprehending, from previous
private information, a combined attack from
the naval force on Lake Champlain and the
troops in the neighbourhood of his post, com-
manded by the l)ll“‘rldl{‘l generals, Smith and
Clarke, detmmmu[ by a decisive coup de
main, to 'u]nu} vate the views of the enemy.
He lost no time in equipping the three gun-
boats lying un-employed for want of seamen,
and having manned them with soldiers from his
regiment, with three artillery men to each boat,
proceeded to engage the enemy. On doubling
the point above the garrison, another vessel

t wih
lieat
) Men

r was discovered a short distance from the for-
md“ mer, hitherto concealed by the intervening
W:  land. This discovery did not, however, deter

him from persevering in his resolution, and the
boats having advanced, a spirited engagement
soon ensued, which, after some continuation,
was suspended from a deficiency of ammunition,
speedily supplied, however, from the garrison,
when the action was renewed with augmented
vigour.
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Small detachments of troops from the garri-
son, were landed on each side of the river,
who poured a destructive fire of musketry on
the enemy as in beating up they alternately
approached either shore. This judicious and
well timed measure, combined with a well
directed fire from the gun-boats, of round and
grape, completely decided the fate of the
action, which the enemy most gallantly con-
tested from half-past four, until half-past eight
in the morning, and did not surrender until
further resistance became utterly unavailing,
one of the vessels being run aground to prevent
her sinking. They proved to be the american
sloops of war, Growler and Eagle (afterwards
named Shannon and Broke, and subsequently,
by orders from the admiralty, Chub and Finch)
fitted out in the most complete manner for ser-
vice, each carrying eleven guns, (eighteens,
twelves and sixes,) long eighteens on pivots
upon their forecastles, with complements of
fifty-five men, comprehending a company of
marines, which they had received on board
from Champlain the evening previous to the

engagement ; the whole under the command of-

officers of the united states navy. The loss of
the enemy was considerable: the prisoners
amounted to one hundred men, of whom many
were wounded : the killed were thrown over-
board during the action. Of the captors, not
a man was killed, and only three severely
wounded.* The naval force of the enemy on

* In this affair no more than one hundred and eight men were
engaged on the part of the british. It is worthy of notice, that this
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tgn  lake Champlain was, by the capture of these chap.
ey vessels, almost annihilated, while it afforded *¥!

elyy  the british, immediate and effectual means for g3,
nit  operations on that lake, and checked the inva-
wsa  sion meditated on the lower province. The
law  intention of the enemy, by thus venturing so
iz  near to Isle-aux-Noix, where the river be-
ol comes so narrow as scarcely to afford room to
lyw  mancuvre with safety, has never been clearly
seg  ascertained. It was thought to have been a
rw  piece of idle bravado on the part of the navy
iy officers, in command of those vessels,who were
open ~ very young and inexperienced men.

americy The american government, with a view of
lemit ~ prosecuting the war against Lower Canada,
et~ had been at consideral ble pains and expense in
ifid  erecting barracks, hospitals and stores, at
tlre  different points on Lake Champlain, particularly
e at Burlington, Plattsburgh, Champlain and
ppe Swanton in the neighbourhood of the frontiers ;
wisd and it was deemed expedient by the commander
pty of the forces, to fit out an expedition at
1l Isle-aux-Noix, for the purpose of destroy-
1o [ ing them, as well as to divert the attention
mi¢  of the enemy from the upper-province. The
o two armed vessels recently captured were
e accordingly put in commission, under capt.
g Pring who was sent from the fleet on Lake

was the first action in which the 100th regiment had been engaged ,
an auspicious omen of the gallantry afterwards displayed by that
meritorious corps in common with the other troops at Niagara. It is
also a singular fact, that the guns belonging to his Majesty’s sloop of
war, Alert, some time previously captured by the United States fri-
gate Essex, were on board these vessels.
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chap. Ontario, and promoted to them by Sir James gl f
XVl Yeo, with the rank of commander. Captain : e
1813, Bverard, commanding the Wasp sloop of war, : il
having arrived at Quebec, at t}}at juncture, i
was ordered from thence, with his seamen to (AR
the Isle-aux-Noix, where as senior officer, he a
assumed the command of the two vessels and ol
the three gun-boats, which had soon btzen'put e
in a competent state of repair after the action. Iln L
On the twenty-ninth of July, this small fleet bl
was completely equipped, and having received ;;[m
on board about nine hundred men, consisting ;i:’gl[
of adetachment of the 13th regiment, under A
lieut. colonel Williams, (of that regiment) ;{mh
second in command, and some companies of G
the 100th and 103d regiments, under the hth
respective commands of lieutenant colonels 'h‘e
Taylor and Smelt, commanding the right and B}DCE
left wings of the expedition, with some artil- 8
lery, under captain Gordon, and a few of the 0{’,
embodied militia as batteaux men, the whole i
under the command of colonel John Murray, s
inspecting field officer, moved from Isle aux mé
Noix, for lake Champlain. Tbhe expedition U
proceeded up the lake with much order, and i
on the 3lst, landed, without opposition, at i
Plattsburgh, from whence general Moore, with of
a considerable body of men, (reported at about &
fifteen hundred, ) had previously retired, on the un‘\[
approach of the british. Here, colonel Mur- i
ray, having previously embarked all the warlike "O.rl
stores, of which a considerable quantity was L
found in the arsenal, and having destroyed "




, 00
warli
Ity W
:[E‘["l'i.

such as he could not conveniently take away,
set fire to the enemy’s arsenal, public build-
ings, commissariat stores and barracks, recently
erected, and capable of accommodating from
four to five thousand men. While the troops
were thus employed during that day and the
whole of the night, captains Everard and Pi ing,
in the Growler and Eagle, with a gun-boat,
proceeded to Burlington, where general Hamp-
ton lay encamped, with four thousand men,
and threw that place into the utmost conster-
nation. Having captured and destroyed, within
sight of the enemy’s forces, four vessels, cap-
tain Everard returned to Plattsburgh, where
the troops were re-embarked and proceeded to
Swanton. Colonel Murray, while on the w ay
thither, sent a detachment to Champlain, for
the purpose of destroying the barracks and a
blockhouse at that post. The main body hay-
ing visited Swanton, and effected the purposes
of the expedition, returned to Isle aux Noix,
where they arrived on the fourth of August.
The army acting upon the extensive line of
operations along the frontiers of Lower and
Upper Canada, (at the lowest computation,
one thousand miles from lake Champlain to
Michillimakinac) was, by the able arrangements
of commissary general Sir W. H. Robinson,
and the unwearied exertions of the department
under his directions, copiously supplied at
every point with provisions and commissariat
stores of all descriptions. The small post at
Lachine was converted into a depét, and placed
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Chap. Under the superintendence of deputy assistant
XVIL. commissary general John Finlay, from whence
7o the whole supplies for the upper province,

were, by that gentleman, forwarded to Kings-
ton, with the most indefatigable diligence.* To
intercept the convoys of batteaux with provi-
sions from that post to Kingston, the americans
had sent several cruisers and privateers from
Sacket’s Harbour, to the vicinity of Prescott,
and among the Thousand Islands. On the
20th July, the enemy having succeeded in sur-
prising and capturing, at day-break, a brigade
of batteaux loaded with provisions, under con-
voy of a gun-boat, with which they retired
several miles up Goose Creek, on the south of
the St. Lawrence, below Gananoque, three
gun-boats, under the command of lieut. Scott,
of the royal navy, were despatched from Kings-
ton, with a detachment of the 100th regiment,
with a view of intercepting them on their return
to Sacket’s Harbour. They proceeded to the
lower end of Long Island, where, having ascer-
tained the retreat of the enemy, they immedi-
ately pushed for it; but before they came in
sight of the american vessels, the evening was

* Any one unacquainted with that service, who, at the present day
(1848) travels in those splendid conveyances, the steamers from
Montreal to Kinigston, and thence upwards on the lakes, can have but
a very faint idea of_ the toil, the trouble, the risk, delay, and enor-
mous expense, at which the troops and their necessary supplies and
stores of all kinds, were, in those times, forwarded from Lachine to
Upper Canada, in winter by small canadian traineauz, each drawn
by one horse, and in summer by unwieldy balteaua or clumsy flat-
bottomed boats, manned each by five to seven canadian voyageurs,
sometimes impelling their craft by rowing, at others dragging up the
rapids, by lines.
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too far advanced to make an attack, with any
prospect of success ; it was, therefore, deter-

mined to defer the attack until the next morn-
ing. Another gun-boat arriving in the course
of the evening, with a detdchment of the 41st
regiment, they, at three o’clock the next morn-
ing, proceeded up the creek with the gun-
bo its, in the hope of gaining the enemy’s posi-
tion at the dawn of day. Advancing until the
channel became so narrow that the gun-boats
could neither use their oars nor turn, so as to
bring their guns to bear upon the banks, it was
discovertd that the enemy had taken precau-
tions to obstruct their further progress by fell-

ing large trees across the creek. In endea-
vouring to remove these impediments they were
fired upon by the american vessels, and from a
gun which they had landed on the left bank,
~upp0;t9d with musketry from the surrounding
woods. A few of the soldiers who had landed
on the right bank having re-embarked in the
sternmost boats, leapt into the stream, and
carrying their muskets on their heads succeed-
ed, after wading through the water and swampy
soil contiguous thereto, in effecting a landing
on the left bank, and drove the enemy before
them in gallant style, who retreated with preci-
pitancy to their log intrenchment. This spirited
advance saved the gun-boats, the foremost of
which,(the only one that bore upon the enemy)
exposed to a galling fire, had been disabled.
Finding the enemy strongly posted, and, from
VOL. II. I

Chap
XVIL

N~

1813




Chap.
XVI.

> S
1813.

98

the impracticability of bringing the other gun-
boats into action, that a further perseverance
must be attended with a greater sacrifice of
lives than the nature of the enterprise seemed
to justify, they re-embarked and retired from
the unequal contest. In this affair, captain
Milnes, aid-de-camp to the commander of the
forces, was mortally wounded, and died shortly
after. This gallant young officer, had acciden-
tally met major Frend in pursuit of the enemy,
and impelled by a thirst of honor, had volun-
teered his services to assist in accomplishing
his purpose. '

On lake Ontario, the two naval commanders
strove with indefatigable emulation for the
command of the lake. Commodore Chauncey,
after the capture of Fort George, returned to
Sacket’s Harbour to await the equipment of
his new ship, the Pike ; while his adversary,
Sir James Yeo, scoured the lake, and supplied
the british army in the neighbourhood of Fort
George, with an abundance of stores. In the
early part of July, Sir James Yeo fitted out an
expedition of boats for Sacket’s Harbour, with
a view of cutting out their new ship, then
almost rigged and ready to appear on the lake.
He arrived unobserved at the vicinity of that
port, and would probably have effected his
purpose had not the escape of two deserters
from his party, which had landed for refresh-
ment, and in order to remain concealed until
night should favor the enterprise, given the
alarm to the enemy. This unlucky incident
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induced him to relinquish the undertaking and Chap,
return to Kingston. Towards the end of July XVt

“m];_ the american fleet again appeared with aug- 1813,
ol I n}ented force upon thq lake, and commodo_ru

.. Chauncey having received a company of artil-
erC?‘Ff- lery, with a considerable number of troops,

A

i4 under colonel Scott, proceeded for the head
d short F . ¥ > ., .
" of the lake, with a view of seizing and destroy-

Y ing the stores at Burlington Heights, the princi-
‘U pal dépot of the army on the Niagara frontier,
dj“"‘" then occupied by a small detachment under
PR major Maule. The design of the enemy

. against this deps¢ being suspected, lieutenant
W colonel Battersby, commanding the Glen-
or t oqpy regiment, upon being notified to that effect
Wt by lieutenant colonel Harvey, deputy adju-
meae  tant general, moved forward from York, and
10 by a march of extraordinary celerity arrived
ersa,

' with areinforcement in time to save the place,
W which the enemy, on finding the british pre-
0l Y pared to receive them, did not deem it prudent
¥ toattack. Commodore Chauncey on learning
doi?  that York, by the advance of lieutenant col.
u % Battersby to Burlington Heights, was left desti-
in I tute of troops, seized the opportunity and
el  bore away for that port, which he entered on
ol the 31st July. Here the americans landed
del ¥ without opposition, and having taken possession
st of the small quantity of stores found at that
ei®  place, they set fire to the barracks and public
ed W' store-houses, and having re-embarked their
el ¥ troops, bore away for Niagara. It is a coinci-
i# dence worthy of notice, that on the same day
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in which the american commander was em-

ployed in burning the barracks and stores at

York, lieutenant colonel Murray was not less
actively employed on the same business at
Plattsburgh. The british fleet sailed from
Kingston on the last day of July, with supplies
for the army, at the head of the lake, and on
the eighth of August looked into Niagara,
where the enemy’s fleet lay moored. The
latter hove up, and bore down upon the british
fleet, with which they manceuvred until the
tenth, on which day two small vessels, of forty
men each, (the Julia and Growler,)were cut off
and captured by the british. Commodore
Chauncey somewhat disheartened with the loss
of these, and two other small vessels, the
Scourge of eight, and Hamilton of nine guns,
upset by a press of sail to escape the british,
with the loss of all hands, except sixteen men
picked up by the british, bore up for Niagara,
from whence he sailed almost immediately for
Sacket’s Harbour, where he arrived on the
thirteenth of August. Here he provisioned his
fleet, and instantly made sail for Niagara, where
he remained at anchor until the british fleet
appeared off thatharbour, early in the morning
of the seventh of September, when the ameri-
can fleet again weighed and bore down upon
the british, with which they mauceuvred
until the twelfth, when the latter retired to
Ambherst Bay, near Kingston. During these five
days, but few shots were exchanged between
the larger ships, and without any injury 1
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Was . s r . 1
B either side. The americans, however, had cuap.

WEL much the advantage in weight of metal and XV!
SUE - long guns.  The fleets again met on the 28th 153
YS! September off York,when an engagement ensu-
bl b eq for nearly two hours, in which the Wolfe,
B commanded by Sir James Yeo, lost her main
Gy Al and mizen top masts, and would probably have
Nig  peen captured, had not the Royal George,
e | commanded by captain Mulcaster, run in be-
el tween the Woife and the Pike, taking the latter
| i in a raking position, so as to afford the Wolfe
ol an opportunity of hauling off and clearing away
fere i the wreck. This affair terminated in the retreat
mit - of the british fleet under Burlington Heights,
ibles  whither the enemy did not think proper to

essels pursue it: aresolution, which, if adopted by
the american commander, probably would
have been fatal to the british fleet, on Lake
Ontario. On the first of October, the american
fleet set sail from Fort George, with a convoy
of troops, for Sacket’s Harbour, where an
expedition was preparing, whose destination
was as yet unknown. The british fleet left

i their anchorage under Burlington Heights on
pig?  the next day, and came in sight of the enemy,
s’ but no attempt was made to bring on a general
hew  engagement. The american fleet in their way
om®  to Sacket’s Harbour fell in with and captured
Al five small vessels out of seven, with upwards of
reftes 250 men of De Watteville’s regiment, from
y e York, bound for Kingston, where an attack

jpe  was apprehended. This loss though appa-
pr rently trifling in itself, was severely felt, by
; 12 :
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Chap. v€ASON of the few forces in the upper-province.
' For the remainder of the season nothing of
213 moment occurred on this lake, and indeed the L
naval commanders appear to have considered l
the question of too great lmponancc, to their |
respective UoV(*rnanls, to stake the fate of the !
war, in Uppv[ Canada, upon a decisive naval
engagement.

Amontr the matters of “reform and progress”
in those times, worthy of being noticed as of
real importance to the state and its defence,
as well as to the general prosperity, was the
ppearance, ata time when most needed, of
the second steamer, (the Swiftsure) on the
waters of the St. Lawrence, which 1s thus
noticed in “ The Quebec Mercury,” of the
4th of May of the present year, as quite a

prodigy. The first has been previously |
noticed, and the reader, by comparing that :
with this, and this with those splendid con- ';

veyances of the present time, ( 1848,) by
which the traveller from Europe for Canada,
arriving at Quebec, may now proceed thence,
in a very few days, to the remotest points

of lake Huron and Michigan, visiting by =
the way the principal places in Upper Canada, ¢
and appreciate the progress which, in this res- W

pect has been made, and which there is reason
to believe is, comparatively to what in time it
will be, little more than at the starting point,
as those who are to follow us, some fifty years
hence, 'will see amply verified.

% On Sunday at half-past two P.M., arrived in this harbour

a
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Provine the steam-boat Swifisure. She left Montreal on Saturday, at Chap.
0thing ¢ half past five, A. M. She past Three Rivers at seven P. M., XVL
ndeeq ¢ on Saturday, anchored at Cape Madelaine at eight, and got —~

under weigh at four, A. M. on Sunday. The whole time 1813.
under weigh being only 22 hours and a half, notwithstand-

ing that the wind was easterly the whole time and blowing
strong. She had 28 passengers. A serjeant with six

Isive g privates of the royal scots, having in charge three american
prisoners of war, four deserters from the 100th regiment
and one deserter from the american army.

“ From an examination and comparison it appears that the
Swiftsure’s mechanical movements are superior to any of
those established on Hudson River or Lake Champlain,
One grand improvement alone is sufficient to evince the
verity of our assertion.—In those engines first constructed in
the United States, serious accidents might happen, and
actually did occur, from the bursting of their boilers, ocea-
sioned by the too strong ignition of their furnaces, and neglect

3

In PTU”::\

Ll of those who had charge of keeping up the fires, as to the
DN precise heat required, thus inducing a superabundant quan-
as Qi tity of steam ; which could not eseape but by means of a
p!‘E‘.ifi‘ valve opened occasionally by the engineer. This method
aring b was liable to accidents, 10_nbv|ate v_vhlch a safety valve was

B constructed, connected with the boiler, to convey away the
Il e superfluous vapour, which is opened by its own power,
1848, | whenever the steam is too abundant for the required velocity.

r Cae Thus it is obvious the boiler cannot burst, and all uneasiness

o upon that account is effectually removed,

v 5 . . 1 ~

l “ The ladies’ cabin occupies the after part of the vefsel,
ot . . . - . .

est ol containing eight berths or couches for reposing; and is

separated from the gentlemen’s cabin by the staircase, the
captain’s, and a private staircase; the whole is painted
white and decorated with curtains, mirrors, &ec.

¢ The gentlemen’s cabin is thirty feet by twenty-three, and
contains ten berths or couches on each side and two
forming an angle with the starboard side, calculated
to lodge forty-four persons, with convenience, decorated
with pilastres, medallions, cornices, curtaing, &c. The
steerage is fitted for the reception of troops or persons who
may not be able to pay a high price for passages. One

"\
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Chap, Mundred and fifty persons may be there accommodated
xvi comfortably. e
e~ “The Swiftsure is 130 feet keel, the breadth . of beam
1813. twenty-four feet ; length upon deck 140 feet. ‘
¢ Great praise is due to Mr. Molson for his exertions in
preparing a cheap, safe, expeditious and commodious con-
veyance between the metropolis of Lower Canada and Qe
Montreal, and we heartily wish him all the suecess his :
public spirited undertaking merits.”

The american fleet on lake Ontario, con- f
sisted, on the first of August, of two ships, one ‘
brig, and eleven schooners, but the number of ,7

guns and weight of metal, are not stated. The |

british fleet consisted of the |
Woolfoudiouisns .. .23 guns, Sir J. L. Yeo, commodore,
Royal George, 22 .... Wm. Howe Mulcaster, capt.
Melville.... ...14 .... Edwd. Spilsbury, commander.
Earl Moira..... sl s x00 B Dodds,
Sir Sydney Smith, 12 ... H. C. Owen, lieut & com.
Beresford.. .. ... .12 .... H. Radeliffe,




CHAPTER XVIL

Great efforts by the americans towards the close of the Chap

campaign—general Hampton moves his forces across XVIi
lake Champlain, from Burlington, to Plattsburgh— genl. >~
I b} > - t

Wilkinson making great preparations, at Sacket’s Harbour,
for a descent upon Kingston or Montreal —general Harri-
son equally active on the Miami, to recover the Michigan
territory—naval engagement on lake Erie, and british
fleet captured —evacuation of fort Sandwich and Detroit by
british forces under general Proctor—pursued by american
forces under general Harrison—overtaken—battle and
defeat of general Proctor at the Moravian town, on the
river Thames—investment of fort George, on the Niagara
river, and british forces concentrated at Burlington Heights
—general Hampton invades Lower Canada, entering
Odelltown—retreats and moves to Four Corners, with a
view of re-entering by the river Chateauguay—proclama-
tion, by the commander of the forces, and corresponding
zeal of the canadian militia—reconnaissance upon the
enemy’s position, by lieutenant colonel De Salaberry—
defeat of the enemy on the Chateauguay—his retreat—
the enemy’s forces at Sacket’'s Harbour move— descend
the St. Lawrence—defeated at Chrystler’s farm—retreat
across the St. Lawrence to Salmon river, where
they put into winter quarters—sedentary militia dismissed
with thanks—american forces evacuate fort George—
cruelly destroy the village of Newark—british surprise and
take fort Niagara—the american frontier laid waste, in
retribution of the conflagration and cruelties at Newark.

THE campaign, towards the autumn, as-

sumed a more systematic and menacing
character. In the beginning of September, the
forces at Burlington (Vermont) under gencral

/\
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Casp. Hampton, moved across lake Champlain to '"E
AVIL Plattsburgh, with a view of penetrating into the | IS
Ts13. district of Montreal, while general Wilkinson fore
with 10,000 men at Sacket’s Harbour, was | Dl
preparing, under the immediate direction of whi
general Armstrong, the secretary at war, a L
numerous flotilla of batteaux and durham boats, tor
for an expedition, supposed to be destined uti
either against Kingston or Montreal. General e
Harrison, with an army of eight thousand men, a
on the Miami river, only waited for the equip- o
ment of the american fleet, fitting out under e
commodore Perry, at Presqu’Isle, to move his loar
forces against Detroit, and tocarry on offensive | 1l
operations against the british, in the neighbour- h
hood of Lake Erie. Captain Barclay, who Wel
had early in the summer, assumed the com- Squ
mand of the british squadron on Lake Erie, bre
blockaded the american fleet, so as to prevent the
their crossing the bar at Presqu’lsle (which il
the enemy could not effect without unshipping o
their guns,) until toward the conclusion of l
August, when having occasion to bear away U
for Long Point, the enemy seized the moment v
of his absence and crossed the bar. Finding th
on his return the enemy ready for the lake, 1o
and too powerful for his small squadron, he Jef
bore away for Amherstburgh, to await the an
equipment of the Detroit recently launched. Sog
Commodore Perry sailed shortly after him her
for the head of the lake, and appeared at the | e
commencement of September, for several days Dlzth

successively off Amherstburgh, in defiance of o he
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Pl the british squadron, retiring every eVening to Cpap.
ok his anchorage at Put-in-Bay. The british XVil.
kg~ forces in the Michigan Territory, and its (33
OUr, neighbourhood, falling short of supplies, for
Cion which they depended solely upon the fleet,
Wl captain Barclay had no other alternative than
b to risk a general engagement.  With this reso-
st lution, he made sail from Ambherstburgh on
Gen  the 9th September, manned with only fifty or
10 e sixty seamen, (including a small reinforcement
ep  of thirty-six men from Lake Ontario) and
Bl detachments from the 41st, and royal New-
oe b foundland regiments, as marines. On the tenth,
ensi in the morning, the enemy'’s fleet were descried
bour at anchor in Put-in-Bay, which immediately
who weighed and bore down upon the british
ol squadron, while the wind blowing a gentle
Trie. breeze from the south west, veering round to

the south east, gave the enemy the weather
gage. At a quarter before iwelve, the british

g commenced firing, which was, in ten minutes
mo  afterwards, returned by the enemy, who bore
o up for close action. The engagement continued
ot~ With unabated fury until half past two, when
iy the enemy’s principal ship, the Lawrence, being
ik rel:ulered unmanageable, commodore 'Pcrr_y
m b leftherin charge ofhis first lieutenant Yarnal,
i and hoisted his pendant on board the Niagara.
ol Soon after this officer had left the _L_awrencc,
¢ b her colours were st‘ruck, but the british, frpm
oy the weakness of their crews and the destruct;on
al of‘theu- boats, were qnable_to take possession
wei  ofher. It was at this anxious and Interesting

/‘\
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]um ture, that the fate of the day seemed to

XVIL. poise in favor of the british; and commodore

}“H

~~ Perry even despaired of the victory, when a
sudden breeze revived his hopes, and turned
the scale in his favor. This fortunate com-
mander, finding the Niagara had suffered
lightly in the engagement, ma(lL a desperate
effort to retrieve the fortune of the day, and
taking advantage of the breeze, shot ahead of
the Lad\ Prevost, Queen Charlotte and Hunter,
raking them with her starboard guns, and
engaged the Detroit, which being r: iked in all
directions soon became unm'mwcdblf, The
Niagara then bore round ahead o[ the Queen
Ch: ulotte, and hauling up on the starboard
tack, engaged that ﬂh;p, giving at the same
time a mlunﬂr fire with her larboard guns to the
Chippawa and Little Belt, while the smaller
vessels closing to grape and canister distance,
maintained a tremendous and most destructive
fire. This. masterly, and but too successful,
mancuvre, rh(l ed the contest. Captain Ba
clay, being severe l‘ and dangerously \mumkd
captain Finnis of the Queen Charlotte, killed,
and every cmn'nrmdu and officer second in
command, either killed or disabled, the Detroit
nd Queen Charlotte, perfect wrecks, after a
<|~~u.'1.u(‘ engagement, of upumds of three
hours, was com]w!h d to surrender. By this
decisive action, the whole of the british squa-
dron on lake Erie was captured by the enemy,
who now became uncontrollable masters of that
lake. The enemy lost in this action, twenty-
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seven men in killed and ninety-six men Chap.
wounded. e

The prisoners were landed at Sandusky, 1813.
and treated with the greatest humanity by the
american commodore, who paroled captain
Barclay, and treated that gallant officer with
all the kindness and attention which his unsuc-
cessful bravery deserved.

The army in possession of the Michigan
territory and in the neighbourhood of Detroit,
was, by this defeat, now deprived of every
prospect of obtaining future supplies from
Kingston, and a speedy evacuation of Detroit.
and a retreat towards the head of lake Ontario,
became inevitable. Commodore Perry, as soon
after the engagement, as circumstances would
admit, transported the american forces under
the command of general Harrison, from Por-
tage River and Fort Meigs, to Put-in-Bay,
from whence they were conveyed to the neigh-
bourhood of Ambherstburgh, which they occu-
pied on the evening of the 23d of September,
general Proctor having previously fallen back
upon Sandwich, after setting fire to the navy-
yard, barracks and public stores, at the former
place.  General Proctor seeing the enemy
determined to follow up his first success, by
an immediate march upon Detroit, found his
troops void both of resources,and too reduced in
numbers to make a stand and dispute the occu-
pancy of that post against the overwhelming
force of the enemy. He, therefore, determined
to retreat along the river Thames towards the
VOL. II. K
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I avacuated Detroit and fort Sandwich, and com-
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head of lake Ontario. On September 26th, he

menced his retreat toward the Thames, having
entirely destroyed the public. stores at those
posts. In this reverse of fortune, the indians,
under colonel Elliot, of the indian department,

with Tecumseh, still adhered to his standard,
with unshaken fidelity, and covered his retreat.
General Harrison occupied Sandwich, on the
following day, (the 27th Sept.) and on the
second of October, marched in quest of the
shattered remains of the british forces under
general Proctor, escorted by a number of bat-
teaux, under the immediate direction of com-
modore Perry. On the 4th of October, he
came up with the rear-guard of the british, and
succeeded in capturing the whole of their am-
munition and stores. General Proctor, under
this second reverse of fortune, by which he
was left destitute of the means of subsistence
and defence, found himself compelled to stake
the fate of his small army on a general engage-
ment. He, accordingly, assumed a position on
the right bank of the Thames, at the Moravian
Town, (an indian village,) the left of his line
resting on the river and supported by a field-
piece, his right on a swamp, at the distance of
near three hundred yards from the river, and
flanked by the whole indian force attached to
the division. The intermediate ground cover-
ed with lofty trees, was dry and somewhat
elevated. In this position he awaited the ap-
proach of the enemy, who having, on the morn-
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th, ing of the 5th of October, passed the river at a Chap.
dep  rapid, twelve miles below the Moravian village, XVIL.
hariy by means of two o three boats and indian [g;3
t thes canoes found on the spot, and by crossing a
indiag number of infantry behind the horsemen, came
i up with the british in the afternoon.  General
afi  Harrison drew up his men in two lines, and
ey Secured his left flank by a division thrown
mir  back en -potence, and without any previous
mi  engagement by infantry, ordered his mounted
oty Kentuckians (accustomed to ride with extraor-

mgz  dinary dexterity, through the most embarrassed
i woods) to charge at full speed upon the bri!_ish,
(o~ Which they effected before the latter had time
y, ¢ to discharge their third fire. By this cavalry
b cl?arge Qf the enemy, the sohh_er; worn  down
sk . with Fat!g.ue and hunger, and dtspmted by the
nder  WNPromising appearance of the campaign, be-
hhe  came totally rputed, and '[or the most part,
we Surrendered prisoners, w}nle'ihe general, and
sl Dis personal staff, sought their safety in flight.
bl ['he mdm'ns in the mean time cgrrled on t.he
e contest with the left of the american hnez with
i determination ; ].)ui. these f;mhfg] alh.cs, finding
<y all hopes ofreme_vmg the day in vain, yielded
g to the overwhelming numbers of the enemy,

dh‘ and reluctantly left the field. They, however,
m:’ remained in the neighbourhood, and harrassed
e“ the enemy on his retreat to Detroit and Sand-
‘h““f,‘, wich, whither he returned immediately after
HC:H the action. The british are said to have lost

. twelve killed and twenty-two wounded. The

t”*:{ americans stated their own loss at seven killed
ol

Y
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chap. and twenty-two wounded. Thirty-three indians
XVil. were found dead on the field ; among them
213 the famous chief and warrior Tecumseh, not

less celebrated for his humanity, a virtue little
known among indians in a state of war, than
by his bravery, his eloquence, and his influ-
ence among our indian allies, Upwards of six
hundred of the british, including twenty-five
officers, were made prisoners of war. Those
who escaped, made the best of their way to
Ancaster, at the head of the Lake Ontario,
exposed, at an inclement season, to all the
horrors of a dreary wilderness, of hunger, and
of famine. On the seventeenth of October,
they. rendezvoused at that place, to the number
of two hundred and forty-six, including the
general and seventeen officers.*

* The british loss can be ascertained from the following extracts
from the general order of the commander of the forces, of the 24th of
November, 1813, relative to general Proctor’s defeat, on the 5th of
October :—

¢ His excellency the commander of the forces, has received an offi-
cial report from major-genl. Proctor, of the affair which took place on
the 5th of October, near the Moravian village, and he has in vain
sought in it, for grounds to palliate the report made to his excellency
by staff-adjutant Reiffenstein, upon which the general order of the
18th October was founded—on the contrary, that statement remains
confirmed, in all the principal events which marked that disgraceful
day; the precipitancy with which the staff-adjutant retreated from
the field of action, prevented his ascertaining the loss sustained by the
division on that occasion; it also led him most grossly to exaggerate
the enemy?’s force, and to misrepresent the conduct of the indian war-
riors, who, instead of retreating towards Machedash, as he had stated,
zallantly maintained the conflict, under their brave chief Tecumseh,
and in their turn, harrassed the american army on its retreat to Detroit.

« The subjoined return states the loss the right division has sus-
tained in the action of the fieet on lake Ontario, on the 10th Sept.,and
in the affair of the 5th October, near the Moravian village. In the
latter but very few appear to have been rescued by an honorable
death, from the ignominy of passing under the american yoke, nor are
there many, whose wounds plead in mitigation of this reproach.
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This disaster to the british arms in that quar- chap.
ter, seems not to have been palliated by those XVil.

precautions, and that presence of mind, which; Toes
The right division appears to have been encumbered with an unma-
nageable load of unnecessary, and forbidden private baggage—while
the requisite arrangements for the expedition, and certain convey-
ance of the ammunition, and provisions, the sole objects worthy of
consideration, appear to have been totally neglected, as well as” all
o those ordinary measures, resorted to by officers of intelligence, to re-
fﬂj~ tard, and impede, a pursuing enemy.—The result affords but too fatal
a proof of this unjustifiable neglect. The right division had quitted

Wi Sandwich on its retreat, on the 26th September, having had ample
Ot time for every previous arrangement, to facilitate and secure that

I movement ; on the 2d of October following, the enemy pursued by
) al I the same route, and on the 4th, succeeded in capturing all the stores
o6t 3 of the division, and on the following day attacked and defeated it,

almost without a struggle.

¢« With heartfelt pride «
had lavished on the right di
which was so justly due to
It is with poi
well-earned 1
reproach and censure.

“ The commander of the forces appeals to the genuine feelings of
the british soldier, from whom he neither conceals the extent of the
loss the army has suffered, nor the far more lamented injury it has
sustained, in its wounded honor, confident that but one sentiment will
animate every bre: and that zealous to wash out the stain, which,
by a most extraordinary and unaccountable infatuation, has fallen on
a formerly deserving portion of the army ;—all will vie to emulate
the glorious achievements recently performed, by a small but highly
spirited, and lisciplined division, led on by officers possessed of
enterprise, intelligence, and gallantry, nobly evineing what british
soldiers can perform, when susceptible of no fear, but that of failing
in the discharge of their duty.

¢ His excellency considers it an act of justice, to exonerate most
honorably from this censure, the brave soldiers of the right divisi
who were serving as marines on board the squadron on lake Eri

i

satisfaction the commander of the forees
sion of this army, that tribute of praise
former gallantry, and steady discipline.

id mortification that he now “beholds its
tarnished, and its conduct calling loudly for

t eTie

“RETURN OF THE RIGHT DIVISION OF THE ARMY OF UPPER CANADA.
Detachment serving as marines on board the squadrom, in action,
on the 10th September, 1813.

Killed, 1 lieut,, 1 serjt., 21 rank and file ;—Wounded, 3 serjts., 46
rank and file ;—Prisoners, 2 lieuts., 1 asst.-surgeon, 4 serjts., 4 drum-
Jers, 167 rank and file.

Killed, wounded, and missing in the retreat and in the aclion of the

5th October, 1813.
28 officers, 34 serjeants, 13 drummers, 559 rank and file, 46 horses.

K 2
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chap. €Ven in defeat, reflect lustre upon a com-
XVIL. mander. The bridges and roads in the rear of
1213, the retreating army were left entire, while its

Assembled at Ancaster, on the 1Tth October, 1813.
18 officers, including the major general, 15 serjeants, 9 drummers,
204 rank and file, 53 horses.
Total strength of the Right Division, on the 10th September, 1813.
1 maj. gen., 49 officers, 57 serjts., 26 drumimers, 994 rank and file,
99 horses.”

General Proctor had, to this time, served with honor and distine-
tion in_Upper Canada, and was universally considered a brave and
able officer ; but his retreat, and the events of this untoward day,
blasted his fame and at once ruined him in the public estimation.—
Some, however,were of opinion that the severity of the general order,
by Sir George Prevost, on the occasion, was premature, and a preju-
dication of the case of his unfortunate brother in arms, who, it was
thought, before so complete a condemnation from his superior officer,
ought to have had the benefit of a trial. This he ultimately did get,
but not until, as the reader will perceive, by observing dates, upwards
of a year after the occurrence alluded to, before the expiration of
which, Sir George Prevost himself, had fallen still lower than he, in
the public estimation, by his own inglorious retreat from Plattsburgh,
more humiliating to the national pride than even Proctor’s affair. His
retreat and discomfiture were of but a small and isolated division of the
army, hitherto distinguished for its gallantry, but which, by the loss
of the fleet, becoming destitute of resources, had no other alternative
than a speedy retreat, or an immediate surrender. He took his chance
of the former, The retreat, it seems, was ill-conducted ; but was, in
fact, that of sir George Prevost, taking all in all, any thing better %
He had advanced to Plattsburgh, atthe head of an effective force of at
least twelve thousand troops, the élife of the afmy under his com-
mand, recently from France and Spain—men accustomed to vietory,
and again marching to it, as they believed—well provided with an
abundant commissariat, and stores of all kinds, and led on by expe-
rienced and able officers.—These, however, on the naval defeat, (the
loss of the fleets being, in both cases, the immediate cause of retreat)
he countermarched, to their inexpressible humiliation and disgust,
without their being allowed once to see, much less come in contact
with the eniemy. A further advance, ‘after the loss of the fleet, was,
indeed, out of tﬂe question ; but nothing could justify the precipitaney
of retreat, sacrifice of public stores, and demoralisation in the army
that took place in ¢consequence of it. The district of Montreal,was im-
riediately in his rear, and at the short distance of three, or at most four
marches from Plattsburgh, upon which he might, it w4s said, have
fallen back at his leisure. . It is, however, but Justice to remark, that
time has materially worn down the asperities with which sir George
Prevost was also in his turn prejudged, with respect to this, to say
the least of it, most unlucky expedition,




progress was retarded by a useless and cCum- cap.

"9 brous load of baggage. Whether the neglect XViL.
mh?'ﬂ sprung from an erroneous contempt of the 1515
while

Major general Proctor being tried at Montreal, in December, 1814,
on five charges preferred against him lor miseonduct on this oecasion
was qun(igllili_v of part of them, and sentenced ¢
reprimanded, and to be suspended from rank and pay for six months.>
It was found ¢ that he did not take the proper measures for conduct-
ing the retreat,”—that he had, ¢ in many in.d.m(-l-whu[u:_r the retreat,
and in the disposition of the force under his command, been erroneons
in judement, and in some. deficient in those enersetie and aetive
exertions, which the extraordinary difficulties of his situation S0 par-
tieularly required.”’—¢ Bug as to any defect or reproach with regard
to the personal conduet of major general Proctor, during the action of
the 5th Octobier, the eourt most fully acquitted him.»

His royal highness the Prince Regent confirmed the finding of the
cour, but animadverted upon it rather severely, by the general order
issued on the occasion, dated ¢ Horse Guards, 9th Sept., 1815, for
iIs * mistaken lenity” towards the accused, as the following extr
will explain :(—

to be publiely

acts

* Upon the whole, the court is of opinien, that the prisoner, major
general Proctor, in many instances during the retre
disposition of the force under his command, been erroneous in Jjudg-
ment, and in some, deficient in those enereetic and active exertions,
which the extraordinary difficulties of his situation so particularly
required.

“ The court doth, therefore, adjudge him, the said major general
Proctor, to be publicly reprimanded. and to be suspended from rapk
and pay, for the period of six calendar months,

‘ Butas toany defector reproach, with regar

t, and in the

1to the personal con-
duct of major general Proctor, during the action on the 5th October,
the court most fully and honorably acquits the
Proetor,

“ His royal highness the Prince Regent has be
name and on the behall of his Majesty,
court, on the 1st, 3d, 4th, and 5th charges.

“ With respect to the second charge, it appeared to his royal high-
ness to be a matter of surprise that the court should find the prisoner
guilty of the offence alleged against him, while they, at the same time,
acquit him of all the facts upon which that charge is founded ; and
yet, thatin the summing up of their finding, upon the whole of the
charges, they should asecribe the offences of which the prisoner has
been found zuilty, to error of Jjudgment, and Pass a sentence totally
mapplicable to their own finding of guilt, which can alone be ascrihed
to the court having been induced. by a reference
character and conduct of major gener.

said major general

en pleased, in the
to confirm the finding of the

to the general good
al Proctor, to lorget, through a
humane but mistaken lenity,” what was due from them 1o the service,

“ Under all the circumstances of the case, however, and particularly
those which render it impossible to have recourse to the otherwise
expedient measure of re-assembling the court for the revisal of their

/'\
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Cuap. enemy, or from disobedience of the orders of | o |
XVIL the commanding officer, it is not well under- | wer

1813, stood ; but the defeat led to the harshest reeri- 0s
mination, and involved the division of the brave | for
troops that had hitherto served with honor in d

the Michigan territory, in undeserved disgrace. qué

Notwithstanding these events, the british S
still retained possession of Michillimackinac, el
which secured our influence over the indian g

tribes of the west, and though general Harri- i
son, contemplated an expedition aganst that e
post, he found the seasontoo far advanced to I
undertake it, with any prospect of success. o

For this reason, and from a belief, that the of.
garrison of that post, cut off from all resources by
must necessarily fall of itself, he abandoned |
the project, not aware that it might, though |
with some pains, be copiously supplied by way |
of York, or the Ottawa river. His disposable o0l
forces were therefore conveyed from the head e

we

proceedings, the Prince Regent has been pleased to acquiesce in and %
confirm so much of the sentence as adjudges the prisoner to be publicly | Iny
reprimanded ; and in carrying the same into execution, his royal | g
highness has directed the general officer commanding in Canada, to
convey to major general Proctor, his royal highness’s high disappro- lest
bation of his conduct ; together with the expression of his royal high- mai
ness’s regret, that any officer of the length of service and of the exalt- .
ed rank he has attained, should be so extremely wanting in profes- frol
sional knowledge, and so deficient in those active and energetic qua- i
lities, which must be required of every officer, but especially of one mp
in the responsible situation in which the major general was placed. ene.

« His royal highness the commander in chief directs that the fore- I
going charges preferred against major general Proetor, together with ost
the finding and sentence of the court, and the Prince Regent’s plea- TI
sure thereon, shall be entered in the general order book, and read at
the head of every regiment in his Majesty’s service, Wh&l_

“ By command of his royal highness the commander in chief. tru

“ H. CaLvERT, adjutant general.” b
L}
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)?l‘derg- of Lake Erie to Buffalo, from whence they Chap.
#HPHC&‘ were forwarded to Niagara and Fort George, XVIL-
"SI to supply the detachments which had moved 1813,
el from thence to Sacket’s Harbour.

| houy The commander of the forces, whose head-

| diss quarters were at Kingston, having cause to

he h suspect an attack at that point, by the arma-
Imacky

ment preparing at Sacket’s Harbour, re-called
te I major general De Rottenburgh with a part of
il his force from the Niagara frontier, leaving
ST major general Vincent to continue the invest-
dme  ment of Fort George. No sooner had these
L3 orders been carried into effect, for the security

|

LWl of Kingston, than general Vincent ascertained
Iror by several expresses from general Proctor, his
tuk  retreat from Ambhertsburgh, and his total dis-
I comfiture at the Moravian village. So circum-
iiln  stanced, he judged it expedient, for the suc-

iy cour of the broken remains of the right division
ikt retreating towards the head of the Ontario, as
well as for the safety of his army, to raise the
investment of Fort George and to fall back and
concentrate his forces at Burlington Heights,
lest general Harrison, by a bold and rapid
march, or by a sudden descent in the fleet
from Amherstburgh, should pre-occupy that
important position, which, if effected by the
enemy, would place him between the two
hostile armies.

To retire with order and safety, ata moment
when the enemy, emboldened by recent
triumphs, and the advantage of superior num-
bers, might, by a decisive stroke, have dis-




Chap. persed our forces on the Niagara frontier, was

“a movement of the utmost consequence to the

1813 Security of Upper Canada. The british line

extending in front of [lort George from the
Four-Mile Creek on Lake Ontario, to the cross
roads and St. David’s, was so extremely
weakened by sickness, as to be scarcely able
from three or four thousand men, to exhibit
one third of that number of effective firelocks,
in case of emergency : but the superior advan-
tages of decision and method, in effecting the
retreat, amply provided for the safety of the
movement. Early in the morning, of the 9th
of October, the main body with the baggage
fell back in silence and with good order, while
the picquets remained at their posts, in front
of Fort George, in order to engage the attention
of the enemy, who were not aware of the
retreat until the evening, when the picquets
retired. Seven companies of the 100th and the
light company of the 8th regiment, and a few
ndians, the whole under the command of
colonel Murray, constituted the rear guard, and
covered the retreat of the main body. This
small but effective force, and which during the
investment had participated in all the fatigues
and privations, incidentto that service, pro-
ceeded in the rear of the army, by slow and
deliberate marches, and though closely pressed
for several days, by a brigade of 1500 men,
under brigadiers general M‘Clure and Porter
from Fort George, so effectually checked their
pursuit as to afford time to general Vincent to
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collect the remains of the right division, under cpag,
general Proctor, and to prepare himsol['agains! XVIL

an attack at Burlington Heights.

After a few days march and constant
manceuvring with M¢Clure’s division, the rear
guard finally assumed a position at the already
celebrated Stoney Creek, from which the
enemy did not think it prudent to attempt to
dislodge it.

The commander of the forces having left
major general De Rottenburgh in charge of the
civil and military commands in Upper-Canada,
returned to Montreal, toward the end of Sep-
tember, to meet the invasion with which the
enemy threatened the lower province. Gen-
eral Hampton after having transported his
force across Lake Champlan, lay encamped
for some days, at Cumberland Head, near
Plattsburgh. On the 20th of September, he
entered Lower Canada, (his advanced guard
having surprised a small picquet early in the
morning) at Odelltown, with upwards of five
thousand men. The road leading from thence
to PAcadie and the open country, inthe neigh-
bourhood of Montreal, passed through a
swampy wood of upwards of five leagues
which had been cut up and rendered impracti-
cable, by abbatis the preceding campaign, by
the voltigeurs under licutenant ~ colonel De
Salaberry, and was now guarded by a few of
the Frontier Light Infantry, and some indians
under the direction of captain Mailloux. These
were immediately reinforced, by the flank

’\
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companies of the 4th battalion of embodi_ed
militia under major Perrault, and the canadian
Voltigeurs under lieutenant col. De Salaberry,
who commanded in the advance. Had Hamp-
ton, immediately, sent forward a body of
rifleman through the woods, he might, without
much difficulty, have obtained a footing in the
open country near St. Johns, which, if he
could have succeeded in occupying, must have
led to the surrender of the Isle-aux-Noix. He,
however, seems not to have been aware of our
weakness, or to have placed little reliance in
the discipline and perseverance of his troops.
On the 22d September, he evacuated Odell-
town, and moved with his whole force westward,
toward the head of Chateauguay river, under
pretext of the impracticability of advancing
through the Odelltown road, for want of water
for his cavalry and cattle, owing to the extra-
ordinary drought of the season.

At this momentous crisis, the commander of
the forces issued a proclamation, calling for
the exertions of the people in repelling the
threatened invasion; and the militia in the
district of Montreal, turned out with the same
ardour and alacrity as in the preceding cam-
paign.

Lieut. colonel De Salaberry, with the
canadian Voltigeurs, on ascertaining the route
the enemy had pursued, moved in like manner
to Chateauguay, where he was ordered by the
commander of the forces, to proceed to the en-
emy’s camp at Four Corners, at the head of the

|
|
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STt Chateauguay, in order to create an alarm, and if epap,
‘eSC““f’l possible dislodge him by a surprise. To effect XVIL
’Hglﬁ'f” this service (the accomplishment of which 1813,
ad i

- appeared quite impracticable to lieutenant col.
ihi  pDe Salaberry, with the very limited force
0% under his command) he proceeded through

OEE  the woods along the Chateauguay, with one
hih, hundred and fifty of his Voltigeurs, the light
» I8 company of the canadian Fencibles, and about
Nois one hundred indians, under the direction of
W captain Gaucher ; and on the afternoon of the
el first of October, arrived, unobserved, at the
st vicinity of the enemy’s camp. By the indiscre-
et :  tion of one of his indians, who had discharged
ewe®  his piece, an alarm was created, when lieut.
et colonel De Salaberry finding himself discovered,
fae immediately collected fifty of his Voltigeurs,
atie with whom, and his indians, he pushed into
s the enemy’s advanced camp, consisting of two
light battalions, of about four hundred men

mué  each, and drove them for a considerable dis-
ol tance, until perceiving the enemy making
pliy’  movements to cut off his retreat he fell back,
i and took up his former position at the skirt of
j s the woods. From this point he made another
dngs  charge, but the alarm being now universal in
~ the camp, and the indians having fallen to the
jit:  rear, he retired. Of the enemy, one officer

er  and one man were killed, and orly one
lerz  Wounded, by their own statement ;  though
}edﬁ‘- other more prqbab]e accounts, state th.elr lo_ss
ot attwenty-five killed and wounded. Thig affair,

qidl afforded an occasion to lieut. col. DeSalaberry,
g VOL. II L
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cuap. of leading his Voltigeurs for the first time into
*VIL action, and probably gave him a just confidence
1513, in the valour of his countrymen, which a few

days afterwards they so well exemplified,
under their gallant leader at Chateauguay.
After this incursion he returned to Chateau-
guay, taking the precaution of breaking up the
road in hisrear, and acquainting himself with
the ground over which Hampton was expected
to make his way into the province, and finally
assumed a judicious position in a thick wood,
on the left bank of the Chateauguay river, at
the distance of two leagues above the fork or
confluence of that and the English river, where
he threw up temporary breast works of logs,
covering his front and right flank by extended
abattis, his left being secured by the river.
Here he resolved to await the enemy and
maintain his ground with a handful of canadi-
ans, against the whole sirength of the invading
army. In his rear there was a small rapid,
where the river was fordable ; this he covered
with a strong breast work and a guard ; keep-
ing at the same time a strong picquet of the
Beauharnois militia, in advance on the right

bank of the river, lest the enemy, approaching .

under cover of the forest, might cross the ford,
and dislodge him from his ground. The occu-
pancy -of this position, Hampton justly con-
sidered of the first importance to the ulterior
object of the campaign, as the country from
thence to the mouth of the Chateauguay, being
principally open and cultivated, afforded no
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strong points to check his progress to the St ghap,
Lawrence, and prevent his Junction with XVIL
general Wilkinson’s division, which, in facty 1813,
was not yet in readiness to move,

General Hampton, in the meantime, to dis-
tract and divide the aftention of the british,
directed colonel Clark to carry on a petty
warfare on the eastern side of lake Champlain,
and that ruthless depredator accordingly in-
fested the settlements in Missiskoui Bay,
where he plundered the inhabitants in the most
e, 4 wanton manner.
otk g On the 21st of October, general Hampton
iew  again entered Lower Canada, having early in
‘s the morning of that day despatched his light
el troops and a regiment of the line, under

brigadier general Izard, to dislodge a small
al  picquet of sedentary militia, and a few indian
wi-  Warriors, at the junction of the Outarde and
iy Chateauguay rivers, where the main body
i~ arrived on the 22d. On the 24th, having
we  opened and completed a large and practicable
ey road from his position at Four Corners, (a
& distance of 24 miles.) through woods and

n  morasses, which lieut. colonel De Salaberry,
on returning from Four Corners, had broken
and embarrassed with abattis, the whole of
his artillery (10 field pieces) and stores were
brought forward to his new position, about
seven miles from lieut. colonel De Salaberry’s
post.

From this point he despatched colonel
Purdy, with a light brigade, and a strong body
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chap. of infantry of .he line, at an early hour in the
*  night of the 25th, with orders to gain the ford,
1813. and fall on the rear of lieut. colonel De Sala-

berry’s position; while the main body were to
commence the attack in front. Purdy’s brigade
proceeded, but getting bewildered in the woods,
either through the ignorance or treachery of
the guides, did not gain the point of attack as
directed. General Hampton, however, ad-
vanced next morning, (26th Oct.) under the
expectation of hearing of the intended attack
at the ford, and at ten o’clock made his
appearance, with about three thousand five
hundred men, under general Izard, on the high
road, leading to the abattis, and drove in a
small picquet of twenty-five men, who, falling
back upon a second picquet, made a resolute
stand, and maintained a smart fire upon the
enemy. Lieut. colonel De Salaberry, upon
hearing the musketry, advanced with the light
company of the canadian Fencibles,commanded
by captain Ferguson, and two companies of his
Voltigeurs, commanded by captains Chevalier
and Juchereau Duchesnay. The first of these
companies he posted on the right, in front of
the abattis, in extended order, its right skirting
on the adjoining woods and abattis, among
which were distributed a few Abenaqui indians.
Captain Chevalier Duchesnay’s company of
Voltigeurs in extended order, occupied the
ground ‘from the left of this company to the
river Chateauguay, and the third company,
under captain L. Juchereau Duchesnay, with
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about thirty-five sedentary militia, under capt. Chap.
Longtain, were thrown back en potence along XV1!
the margin of the river, for the purpose of 1813

flanking, or preventing a flank fire from the
enemy in the event of his appearance on the
opposite side of the river. The enemy, in the
mean time, advanced with steadiness in open
column of sections to within musket shot, when
lieutenant colonel De Salaberry discharged his
rifle as a signal to commence firing, at which a
mounted officer was seen to fall. . The bugles
sounded and a quick fire was immediately
opened upon the enemy, who wheeled up into
line, and commenced a fire in battalion vollies.
which, from the position of their line, was
almost totally thrown to the right of the canadi-
ans, and of no effect whatever. They, how-
ever, soon changed their front parallel to their
adversaries, by facing to the right, and fyling
up with speed, when the engagement became
general. The retreat of a few skirmishers,
advanced in the centre of the line, being mis-
taken by the enemy for a flight, an universal
shout ensued, which was re-echoed by the
canadians, and the reinforcements in reserve
under lieutenant colonel M<Donnell, while
lieutenant colonel De Salaberry, as a ruse de

guerre, ordered the bugles placed at intervals,

in the abattis, to sound an advance : this had

the desired effect and checked the ardour of

the enemy, who suspected that the canadians

were advancing in great numbers. The nojse

of the engagement brought on colonel Purdy’s
L 2

)
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Chap- division, on the opposite side of the river,
AVl 4 . - . . .
 _which, having driven in the picquet of the

sedentary militia, under captain Brugueire,
were pressing on for the ford, at which lieut.
colonel De Salaberry ordered the light com-
pany of the 3d battalion embodied militia,
under captain Daly, to cross and take up the
ground abandoned by the picquet. Captain
Daly, with his company, crossed at the ford,
and having advanced fell in with, and drove
hack the advanced guard of the americans upon
the main body, which still pressed forward and
compelled him, in his turn, to fallback. Hav-
ing repulsed captain Daly’s company, they
were moving on in overwhelming numbers,
with eagerness and speed, close on the bank
of the river, until oppesite to captain L.
Juchereau Duchesnay’s company, which
hitherto lay concealed, and now at the word of
command from lieutenant colonel De Salaberry
opened so unexpected and effectual a fire upon
the enemy, as to throw him into the utmost
disorder, and immediately to occasion a tumul-
tuous and precipitate retreat.

General Hampton finding his arrangements
disconcerted, by the total route of the division
on the right bank, withdrew his forces in good
order, at half past two in the afternoon, without
having made a single effort to carry the abattis
and entrenchments, at the point of the bayonet,
leaving liewt. colonel De Salaberry, with
scarcely three hundred canadians, masters of
the field of action. Towards the close of the
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engagement Sir George Prevost, with major Chap
general De Watteville, arrived on the ground, . _
My and witnessed in person, the judif,ious:wum_ge- 1813
ments lieutenant colonel De Salaberry had
h I made, whose prowess and that of his gallant
f o comrades and countrymen on the occasion,
called forth the warmest encomiums of the
commander of the forces. Upwards of forty of
the americans were found dead on the field.
The loss of the canadians amounted to five

| nl

ik : ” e S0
s killed and twenty in wounded and missing.*

i . Y . s el
s General Hampton having re-occupied his

late position, called a council of war, where it
was determined to fall back and occupy the
former position at Four-Corners, to secure
their communication with the United States ;
from thence, either to retire into winter
quarters or to be ready to re-enter Lower-
Canada. Pursuant to this determination, the
army retired to Four-Corners, while the
canadians hung upon their rear, and harrassed
their retreat.

From the fatigues and privations experienced
by this division, exposed for several weeks to
the inclemency of the season, it had become
incapable of co-operating with Wilkinson’s

o * The eommanderof the forces was pleased to acknowledge the
I 5 distinguished - support which lieut. col. De Salaberry experienced
Witk from the zeal and exertions of captain Ferguson of the Canadian Fen-
' i cibles, and from the eaptains Chevalier and L. Juchereau Duches-

b nay, from adjutants O’Sullivan and Hebden, and captain Lamotte, of

the indian warriors. Sir George Prevost, in his official despatch on
this oceasion, solicited from the Prince Regent, as a mark of his gra-
f, | cious approbation of the embodied battalions of the Canadian Militia.
; five pairs of colours, for the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th batfalions.
which were accordingly granted,

N\




Chap. division, in the combined movement against
XVIL- Montreal. Tt, therefore, shortly after, fell
1813. back upon Plattsburgh, and retired to winter

128

quarters.

The plan of the campaign adopted by the
american government, as subsequently devel-
oped by the publications of sundry documents
submitted to Congress, was, by hastily with-
drawing their forces from Fort George to
Sacket’s Harbour, to make a sudden descent
upon Kingston, before the british forces could
be called in from the Niagara frontier; while
Hampton was to make a simultaneous move-
ment on Lake Champlain, indicating an inten-
tion ofattacking Montreal and its dependencies,
and really to attack them, if to reinforce the
upper province, these posts should be materially
weakened. The lingering progress of the
armament at Sacket’s Harbour, afforded time
to call in reinforcements to Kingston, and after
some discussion between general Wilkinson
and the secretary of war, it was determined,
at the instance of the latter, to leave that post
in the rear, and proceed down the St. Law-
rence for Montreal. The american forces, to
about ten thousand men, accordingly rendez-
voused towards the end of October, on
Grenadier Island, in the neighbourhood of
Kingston, where general De Rottenburgh,
confidently expecting an attack, was prepared
for the event. From this point, after experi-
encing much foul weather, Wilkinson com-
menced his movement, under cover of the
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i american fleet, and on the 3d November Chap.
“{  proceeded down the St. Lawrence, with a*''
v flotilla of upwards of three hundred boats ofisiz.
various sizes, escorted by a division of gun-
boats. He continued to within three miles of
Prescott, and landed his troops on the ameri-
can shore, who proceeded downwards by land
to a bay or cove, two miles below that post, in
order to avoid the british batteries, while the
flotilla passed them in the night of the sixth,
without sustaining any material injury in their

ik passage by the cannonade.
 ove- The movement of the flotilla down the St.
e Lawrence, being ascertained at Kingston, gen.

s De Rottenburgli detached a small force from
¢fie  that post, consisting of the 49th regiment,
eilly  commanded by lieutenant colonel Plenderleath,
i e the 89th regiment and some Voltigeurs, which,
|t~ when reinforced by lieutenant colonel Pearson,
diiz ~ with a party of the canadian Fencibles from
e ~ Prescott, amounted to about eight hundred
rank and file, the whole commanded by lieut.
colonel Morrison, of the 89th regiment, and
accompanied by the deputy adjutant-general,
lieutenant colonel Harvey. This corps of

observation proceeded under the esgort of a
® small division of gun-boats, commanded by
il captain Mulcaster, R. N., in pursuit of the
by enemy, and on the eighth came up with them
e 21 Point Iroquois. General Wilkinson had, on
xu  the preceding day, directed colonel Macomb
o 10 land on the british shore with 1200 men, in
4 order to clear the coast down to the head of

2
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Chap. the Liong Sault, of the militia collecting along
" the shores from various parts of the country.
1813. On the 18th, this division was reinforced by

brigadier general Brown’s brigade, with a
body of dragoons from the american shore.
On arriving at the head of the Long Sault, the
whole of the effective men, except such as
were required for navigating the boats down
the rapid, were landed under the orders of
brigadier general Boyd, who was to proceed
down by land in the rear of general Brown’s
division to the foot of the Long Sault. On the
tenth, lieutenant colonel Morrison with the
gun-boats visited the american post at Hamil-
ton, where he landed and took possession of a
considerable quantity of provisions and stores
belonging to the american army, with two
pieces of ordnance.  Lieutenant col. Harvey,
in the meantime, followed up the enemy, who,
in the evening, were observed advancing from
the woods in considerable numbers with a
body of cavalry, but upon receiving a few
rounds from three field pieces, and probably
finding their pursuers better prepared than
they expected, fell back for the night.* On
the ensuing day, lieut. colonel Morrison
pressed so closely upon the rear of general
Boyd’s division, as to compel him to concen-
trate his forces and give battle, a description
of which cannot be more accurately conveyed
than by quoting lieutenant colonel "Morrison’s

* Some smart cannonading, in the mean time, took place between
the gun-boats.
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official despatch on the occasion:—s The cpap.
enemy’s force, consisting of two brigades ofXVIL
infantry, and a regiment of cavalry, amounting j5»

to between three and four thousand men,
moved forward about two o’clock in the after-
noon, from Chrystler’s Point, and attacked
our advance, which gradually fell back to the
position selected for the detachment to occupy,
the right resting on the river, and the left on a
pine-wood, exhibiting about seven hundred
yards. The ground being open, the troops
were thus disposed :—

* The flank companies of the 49th regiment,
the detachment of the canadian regiment, with
one field piece, under lieutenant col. Pearson,
on the right ; a little advanced on the road—
three companies of the 89th regiment, under
captain Barnes, with a gun formed in echellon
with the advance on its left, supporting it.
The 49th and the 89th thrown more to the
rear, with a gun, formed the main body and
reserve, extending to the woods on the left ;
which were occupied by the Voltigeurs, under
major Herriot, and the indians under lieutenant
Anderson.—At about half-past two the action
became general, when the enemy endeavored,
by moving forward a brigade from his right, to
turn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th
regiment forming en polence with the 49th
regiment, and by moving forward, occasionally
firing by platoons ; hisefforts were next directed
against our right, and to repulse this movement,
the 49th regiment took ground in that direction,




chap. in echellon, followed by the 89th.
XVIL wwithin half musket shot, the line was formed
1813, under a heavy but irregular fire from the enemy
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When

—the 49th was directed to charge their guns,
posted opposite to ours, but it became neces-
sary, when within a short distance of them, to
check this forward movement, in consequence
of a charge from their cavalry on the right, lest
they should wheel about, and fall upon the
rear, but they were received in so gallant a
manner by the companies of the 89th under
captain Barnes, and the well directed fire of
the artillery, that they quickly retreated, and
by a charge from those companies, one gun
was gained.—The enemy immediately concen-
trated their force to check our advance, but
such was the steady countenance and well
directed fire of the troops and artillery, that
about half-past four, they gave way at all points
from an exceeding strong position, endeavour-
ing by their light infantry to cover their retreat,
who were soon driven away by a judicious
movement made by lieutenant colonel Pearson.
The detachment, for the night, occupied the
ground from which the enemy had been
driven.”

This, (called the battle of Chrystler’s farm,
from the ground on which it occurred,) is, in
the estimation of military men, considered the
most scientific military affair during the late
war, from the professional skill displayed in
the course of the action, by the adverse com-
manders ; and when we consider the prodigious

brig
mat
mort
days
ofe
and
ang
Thy
[ offi
and
twe
one
twel

I‘E}' [
iles
ment,
the in
Lawny




133

Wi preparatives of the american government for chap.
¢ that expedition; with the failure of which their XVIL
‘@ hopes of conquest vanished, the battle of 1813
"8 Chrystler’s farm may, probably, be classed as
‘W the most important, and the best fought, that

ben,  took place during the war.

00 The american division, after leaving the
5 2 : :

ki field, re-embarked in haste, while the dragoons

with five field pieces of light artillery proceeded
down towards Cornwall, in the rear of general
Brown’s division, who, unaware of the battle,
had continued his march for that place. The
enemy lost an able officer, in the person of
brigadier general Covington, who, while ani-
mating his men to the charge, received a
mortal wound, which he survived only two
days. The loss of the enemy, by their own
official statements, amounted to three officers
and ninety-nine men killed, and sixteen officers
and one hundred and twenty-one men wounded.
The loss of the british amounted to three
officers (captain Nairne of the 49th regiment
Py and lieutenants Lorimier and Armstrong,) and
i twenty-one men killed, and eight officers and
il one hundred and thirty-seven wounded, and
twelve missing.
Pl General Wilkinson, who, during the action;
)i lay confined to his barge, from a protracted
el 1lness, in his official despatch to his govern-
' ment, bears faithful testimony of the loyalty of
the inhabitants on the Canada side of the Saint
Lawrence, and of the bravery and discipline
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of the troops he had to contend with at Chrys-
tler’s farm.*

The day after the engagement, the american
flotilla proceeded down the Long Sault and

Joined near Cornwall, the division which had

moved on under general Brown, towards that
place, where general Wilkinson confidently
expected to hear of the arrival of general
Hampton, on the opposite shore, to whom he
had written on the 6th, to that effect, not being
then acquainted with his late defeat. Here, to
his unspeakable mortification and surprise, he
received a letter from general Hampton, inform-
ing him that the division under his command was
falling back upon lake Champlain. This infor-
mation, with the countless difficulties momently
crowding upon the american army, effectually
blasted every prospect of further success.. So
circumstanced, the american commander imme-

* Lieut. colonel Morrison concludes his despatch by the following
testimony, of the zeal and bravery manifested by the officers and
men under his command :—

¢ It is now my grateful duty to point out to your honor, the benefit
the service has received from the ability, judgment, and active exer-
tions of lieut. col. Harvey, the deputy adjutant general, for sparing
whom to accompany the detachment, I must-again publicly express
my acknowledgments. To the cordial co-operation and exertions of
lieut. col. Pearson, commanding the detachment from Prescott, lieut.
col. Plenderleath, 49th regiment, major Clifford, 89th regiment, major
Herriot, of the Voltigeurs, and captain Jackson, of the royal artillery.
combined with the gallantry of the troops, our great success may be
attributed ; every man did his duty, and I believe, I cannot more
strongly speak their merits than in’mentioning that our small force
did not exceed eight hundred rank and file.

“ To captains Davis and Skinner, of the quarter-matser general’s
department, Iam under the greatest obligations for the assistance I
have received from them ; their zeal and activity, have been unre-
mitting, Lieut. Haggerman, of the militia, and lieut. Anderson, of the
indian department, have also, for their services, deserved my public
acknowledgments.
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diately held a council of war, in which it was chap.

ity unanimously resolved—« That the attack on XVl

ally  Montreal should be abandoned for the present jgis

lidk  season, and that the army near Cornwall should

sk immediately be crossed to the american shore,

it for taking up winter quarters,” which, on the

g ensuing day, was accordingly carried into

imp  effect, by their proceeding for Salmon River,

ntby ~ where their boats and batteaux were scuttled,

ey and extensive barracks for the whole army

ie b erected with extraordinary celerity, and sur-

mw rounded on all sides by abattis, so as to render

Idys @ surprise impracticable.

infor Wilkinson’s intention was to have landed on

ey the Isle Perrot, which is separated from the

wly  Island of Montreal, by a small channel, over

. & which he intended to throw a bridge of boats,

me  and thence to fight his way to the city.

* Every appearance of danger having subsid-

ed, the commander of the forces dismissed the

Sedentary Militia, by a general order of the

17th November,* with acknowledgments of the

* “ HEAD QUARTERS, Lachine, November 17, 1813.

“ GENERAL OrpER.—The divisions of sedentary militia called out
by the general order of the 8th instant, are to be disbanded and to
return to their respective homes, in the following order.

““ His excellency the governor in chief and commander of the forces,
in dispensing, for the present, with the further services of the militia
feels the greatest satisfaction in acknowledging the cheerful alacrity
with which they have repaired to their respective posts, and the loy-
alty and zeal they have manifested at the prospect of encountering
the enemy—although he has been checked in his career by the bra-
very and discipline of his Majesty’s troops in the Upper Province,
and thus frustrated in his avowed intention of landing on this island,
his excellency feels confident that had he been enabled to reach it,
whatever might have been his force, he would have met with that
steady and determined resistance from the militia of the province,
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chap. cheerful alacrity, with which they had repaired
XVIL t5 their posts, and the loyalty and zeal they
s13. had manifested, at the prospect of encounter-

ing the enemy.

With these operations terminated the cam-
paign of 1813, in the lower province, but
new triumphs still awaited the british arms, in
the province of Upper-Canada.

which would have terminated his third attempt for its invasion, like
those which preceded it, in defeat and disgrace,

¢ The Montreal Volunteers, to march from Lachine, at 10 o’clock
to-morrow morning, to Montreal.

¢ The 1st batt, of Montreal militia, at 8 o’clock on Friday morning.

¢ The 2d batt. at 10 o’clock, and the 3d batt., at 12 o’cloek, on the
same day.

« The above corps are to remain embodied until the 24th instant,
on which day a corps of the line will relieve them.

« On the 20thinst., col. McGill will allow the whole of the men
belonging to the second class of sedentary militia to return fo their
respective_homes.—Upon proper certificates being produced to the
commissariat at Montreal, each captainor commanding officer of a
company of sedentary militia is to receive for every private man,
returning home, at the rate of 1s. 3d. currency,and non-commissioned
sfficers in that proportion, for every five leagues that they have to
travel—this allowance is, for that period,in lieu of pay and rations.

¢ Colonel La Croix’s division, now at Lower Lachine, is to march
from thence on the 20th inst., so as to arrive on the Champ de Mars,
t Montreal, by 10 o’clock in the morning of that day, for the pur-
pose of piling their arms, and returning into store their accoutre-
ments, ammunition, blankets, haversacks, and canteens.

i Lieut. col. M¢Kenzie’s battalion will march from its present
quarters so as to arrive on the Champ de Mars, at 12 o’clock on the
same day,—and lieut. col. Leprohon’s at 2 o’clock.

¢ Lieut. eol. Cuthbert’s division is to arrive on the Champ de Mars,
at 10 o’clock on the 21st inst.—The batt. placed under the command
of lieut, col. Boucherville will leave the ground it at present occupies
on the 22d, and proceed to Montreal on its route to Three Rivers.—
The one confided to the command of lieut..col. Deschambault will
commence falling back to Montreal on the 23d inst.—The remaining
battalions of the sedentary militia are to commence their march for
their respective parishes on the 23d,

“ The quarter-master general of the forces will make the necessary
arrangements for relieving capt. Platt’s troop of Volunteer Cavalry
from its present duty, on or before the 24th inst. when it is to retumn
to Montreal for the purpose of being dismissed until further orders.

¢ By his excellency’s command,

“ Epwarp BayNEs, adjt.-general
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Major general De Rottenburgh was relieved ¢

1am.

in the command of Upper Canada, early inX"!

December, by lieutenant general Drummond, ;g

who proceeded from Kingston to York, and
from thence to the head of the lake, where
the army again resumed an offensive posture,
with a view to regain possession of Fort
George. General M‘Clure, who, on the break-
ing up of the investment of Fort George, had
issued a proclamation, in which he affected to
consider Upper Canada as abandoned by the
british army, and offered the friendship and
protection of his government to the people of
that province, on the approach of the british
under colonel Murray, precipitately evacuated
that post on the 12th December, and retreated
across the Niagara, having, pursuant to the
directions of the american secretary of war,
most inhumanly, on the 10th of December, set
fire to the flourishing village of Newark, con-
taining about one hundred and fifty houses;
which were reduced to ashes, leaving the
wretched and forlorn inhabitants with upwards
of four hundred women and children houseless,
and exposed to the accumulated horrors of
famine and the inclemency of a canadian winter.
The british under the command of colonel
Murray, scarcely amounting to five hundred
men, including indians and militia, immediately
occupied Fort George. The barbarous policy
of the american government, in destroying
Newark, exasperated the army as well as the
inhabitants on the frontier, of whose impatience
M 2
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Cuap. for retaliation, general Drummond promptly
*VIL availed himself, after the occupation of Fort
1813, George, and accordingly adopted the resolu-

tion of carrying the american fort Niagara by
surprise.

Having only two batteaux at his disposal, in
the Niagara river, he deferred the attack until
a sufficient number of batteaux could be con-
veyed over land, several miles, from Burlington
at the head of the lake, which was effected by
the exertions of captain Elliot, of the quarter
master general’s department. Having made
every necessary arrangement, the batteaux
were launched, and the troops were embarked
on the night of the 18th December, consisting
of a small detachment of royal artillery, the
grenadier company of the royal scots, the flank
companies of the 4lst and 100th regiment,
amounting in the whole to five hundred and

fifty men, under the immediate command of

colonel Murray. This small force having
crossed the river, assisted by the Provincial
Corps, as boatmen, landed with the utmost
silence and good order, at the Five Mile
Meadows, distant four and a half miles from
the Fort. From this point, colonel Murray
moved towards the Fort, having previously
detached the advance of his division, under
captain Fawecett, and lieutenant Dawson of
the 100th regiment, who gallantly executed
the orders entrusted to them, by cutting off
two of the enemy’s picquets, and surprising
the sentinels on the glacis and at the gate,
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M from whom the watch-word was obtained, and Chap.

WP the entrance into the Fort, thereby greatly *VI-

% facilitated, which was rapidly effected through rea)
ey the main gate, before the enemy had time to
sound the alarm. The assailants having
08,1 obtained possession of the works, the enemy
ki made for some time a feeble resistance, but
er  finally surrendered at discretion. The valour
g of the troops engaged on this service, particu-
ekl larly of the 100th regiment, under lieutenant
quig  colonel Hamilton, was conspicuous. The
ik loss of the british amounted to only one officer
s (lieut, Nolan,) and five men killed, and two
kel officers and three men wounded. The loss of
g the enemy in slain amounted to sixty-five men
e and two officers, and twelve rank and file in
lmk  wounded. The prisoners amounted to up-
me,  wards of three hundred effective men of the
dwd  regular army of the United States. An im-
nd o  mense quantity of commissariat stores with
by upwards of three thousand stand of arms, a
il great number of rifles and several pieces of
img  ordnance, of which, twenty-seven of different
s Mt calibres were mounted on the works, fell into
s the hands of the victors. Major general Riall,
Mam  who had crossed over immediately after col.
it~ Murray, with the whole body of western
pz  indians, and the 1st battalion of Royal Scots,
i and 4lst regiment, in order to support the
attack, upon ascertaining its success, immedi-

g _ 1
o f  ately marched along the river upon Lewiston,
.p;j:«j[; where the enemy had established a force and
, ¢ had erected batteries with the avowed purpose

/\
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Chap. of destroying the town of Queenstown, situated

. directly opuoﬂtr\ The enemy, upon the

1813, approach of this division, abandoned their

position, leaving two guns, a twelve and a
six pounder, which fell into the hands of the
british, with a considerable quantity of small
arms and stores. In retaliation for the confla-
gration of Newark, the indignant troops and
the auxlhan/ indians were let loose upon the
enemy’s frontier, and Lewiston, Manchester
and the circumjacent country were laid in ruins.
General Drummond determined to follow up
these successes, which he could not deem
complete until he had chased the enemy from
the whole frontier, and taken ample vengeance
for his cruelties toward the inhabitants of
Newark. He, therefore, moved his forces up
to Chippawa where he fixed his head quarters,
on the 28th December, and on the following
day, approached to within two miles of Fort
Erie, where having reconnoitred the enemy’s
position at Black Rock, he determined to
attack him in the course of the night. He,
accordingly, directed general Riall to cross
the river with four companies of the King’s
regiment and the light company of the 89th,
under lieutenant colonel Ogilvy; two hundred
and fifty men of the 41st, and the grenadiers
of the 100th regiment, under major Frend,
together with about fifty militia volunteers and
a body of indian warriors. This division com-
pleted its landing about midnight, two miles
below Black Rock, its advanced guard having
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e surprised and captured the greater part of a Chap.
M & picquet of the enemy, and secured the bridge XV
el iy over the Conguichity Creek, from which the jg3
g enemy made several attempts to dislodge them.
[S‘Ui b The boats and batteaux after having crossed
of s this division were tracked up as high as the
' oo foot of the rapids below Fort Erie, in order to
ops & convey across the royals, under lieutenant col.
pon Gordon, who were destined to land above
wle:  Black Rock, for the purpose of turning the
mi  enemy’s position, while he should be attacked
lwy  in front by the troops, who had landed below.
tém  The delay occasioned by the grounding of the

v fron boats, which detained them until morning, and
e exposed them to the open fire of the enemy,
mof  caused the royals some loss, and prevented

083 U] them from effecting a landing, in sufficient
ariers, time to fully accomplish the object intended.
loviy At day break major general Riall moved
ifr  forward ; the King’s regiment, and the light
eni  company of the 89th leading, and the 41st and
it Grenadiers of the 100th forming the reserve.
i & On gaining the town a very spirited attack was
wes  made upon the enemy, who were in great
fi  force and strongly posted, and on the arrival
he of the reserve, the action begame general.
i The enemy maintained his position with obsti-
Al nacy for some time, but, upon the advance of

fu.  the british he was compelled to give way, and
and was driven through his batteries in which
were a twenty-four pounder, three twelves and
a nine pounder. From Black Rock, the fugi-
jwi  tives were pursued to the town of Buffalo,
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about two miles distant, where they rallied and
showed a large body of infantry and cavalry,
and attempted to oppose the advance of the
british by the fire of a field piece, posted on
a height commanding the road: finding this
ineffectual, they retreated in all directions,
leaving a six-pounder brass field piece, one
iron eighteen, and one six-pounder, and betook
themselves to the woods.

General Riall, having dispersed this force,
immediately detached captain Robinson of the
King’s regiment, with two companies, to des-
troy three vessels of the enemy’s lake squadron,
a short distance below the town, with their
stores, which he effectually accomplished.

The americans in this affair, were not less
in number than 2,500, and are supposed to
have lost in killed and wounded from three to
four hundred men. Only one hundred and
thirty men were made prisoners, and among
them colonel Chapin. The british lost 31
men killed, and four officers and sixty-eight
men wounded, and nine men missing. The
small towns of Buffalo and Black Rock having
been deserted by the inhabitants, were, with
all the public stores, containing considerable
quantities of clothing, spirits and flour, which
could not be conveniently brought away, set
on fire and entirely consumed.

These measures of retribution extinguished
the resources of the enemy on the Niagara
frontier, and although victims of the retri-
butive vengeance brought on their heads, by
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the barbarity of.their own commanders, the
suffering inhabitants are said to have admitted
the justice of it, loudly reprobating the con-
duct of their own army in destroying Newark.
—Such were the rapid successes that attended
the british arms in the Canadas, and cheered
the hopes of the people at the close of the
campaign, which a few weeks previously,
threatened the total subjugation of these
provinces.

Ample vengeance having been taken by
lieutenant general Drummond, upon the Niagara
frontier, for the wanton conflagration and the
cruel outrages committed upon the defenceless
inhabitants of Newark, the commander of the
forces, on the 12th of January, 1814, issued a
proclamation,* in which he strongly deprecated

* “ By his excellency lieut. general Sir George Prevost, Baronet,

commander of his Majesty’s forces in North America, &c., &c. &e.
‘ To the inhabitants of his Majesty’s provinces in North America.

“ A PROCLAMATION.

“ The complete success which has attended his Majesty’s arms on
the Niagara frontier, having placed in our possession the whole of the
enemy’s posts on that line, it became a matter of imperious duty to
retaliate on America, the miseries which the unfortunate inhabitants
of Newark had been made to suffer from the evacuation of Fort George.

The villages of Lewiston, Black Rock, and Buffalo have accord-
ingly been burned.

‘ At the same time the commander of the forces sincerely depre-
cates this mode of warfare, he trusts that it will be sufficient to call
the attention of every candid and impartial person amongst ourselves
und the enemy, to the circumstances from which it has arisen, to
satisfy them that this departure from the established usages of war,
has originated with America herself, and that to her alone, are Jjustly
chargeable, all the awful and unhappy consequences which " have
hitherto flowed, and are likely to result from it.

¢ It is not necessary toadvert to the conduct of the troops employed
on the american coast, in conjunction with his Majesty’s squadron,
under admiral Sir John B. Warren, since, as they were neither
within the command, norsubject to the controul of his excellency,
their acts cannot be ascribed to him, even if they wanted that justifi-
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Chap. the savage mode of warfare to.which the enemy
MVl by a departure from the established usages of
1813, war, had compelled him to resort. He traced

cation which the circumstances that occasioned them so amply afford,

& ]t will be sufficient for. the present purpose, and in order to mark
the character of the war, as carried on upon the frontiers of these
provinces, to trace the line of conduct observed by his excellency, and
the troops under his command, since the commencement of hostilities,
and to contrast it with that of the enemy.

i The first invasion of Upper Canada took place in July, 1812,
when the american forces under brigadier general Hull, crossed over
and took possession of Sandwich, where they began to manifest a dis-
position so different from that of a magnanimous enemy, and which
they have since invariably displayed, in marking out, as ohjects of
their peculiar resentment, the loyal subjects of his Majesty, and in
dooming their property to plunder and conflagration.

“ Various instances of this kind occurred, both at Sandwich and in
its neighbourhood, at the very period when his Majesty’s standard
waving upon the fort of Michillimackinac, and affording protec-
tion to the persons and property of those who had submitted to it :—
Within a few weeks afterwards, the british flag was also hoisted on
the fortress of Detroit, which, together with the whole of the Michi-
gan territory, had surrendered to his Majesty’s arms.

¢ Had not his excellency been actuated by sentiments far different
from those which had influenced the american government, and the
persons employed by it, inthe wanton acts of destruction of private
property, committed during their short occupation of a part of Upper
Canada, his excellency could not have availed himself of the opportu-
nity which the undisturbed possession of the whole of the Michigan
territory, afforded him of amply retaliating for the devastating system
which had been pursued at Sandwich and on the Thames.

¢ But strictly in conformity to the views and disposition of his own
government, and to that liberal and magnanimous policy which it had
dictated, he chose rather to forbear an imitation of the enemy’s exam-
ple,. in the hope, that such forbearance would be duly appreciated by
the government of United States, and would produce a return to more
civilized usages of war.

 The persons and property, therefore, of the inhabitants of the
Michigan tertitory, were respected, and remained unmolested.

“ In the winter of the following year, when the success which
attended the gallant enterprise against Ogdensburgh had placed that
populous and flourishing village in our possession, the generosity of
the british character was again conspicuous, in the scrupulous pre-
servation of every article which could be considered as private pro-
perty, such public buildings only being destroyed as were used for
the accommodation of troops and for public stores.

.4 The destruction of the defences of Ogdensburgh, and the disper-
sion of the enemy’s force in that neighbourhood, laid open the whole
of their frontier on the St. Lawrence, to the incursions of his Majes-
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with precision, the conduct that had marked

the progress of the war, on the part of the

enemy, and concluded by lamenting the neces-

y’s troops, and Hamilton, as well as the numerous settlements ¢
banks of the river, might, atany hour, had such been the dispos
of his Majesty’s government, or of those acting under it, been plun-
dered and laid waste.

“ During the course of the following summer, by the fortunate
result of the enterprise against Plattsburgh, that town was for seve-
ral hours in the complete possession of our troops, there not being
any forcein the neighbourhood which could attempt a resistance.—
Yet even there, under circumstances of strong temptation, and when
the recent example of the enemy inthe wanton destruction at York,
of private property, and buildings not used for military purposes,
must have been fresh in the recollection of the forces employed on
that occasion, and would have justified a retaliation on their part
their forbearance was strongly manifested, and the directions
excellency had given to the commander of that expedition, so s
pulously obeyed, that scarcely can another instance be shewn ir
which, during a state of war, and under similar circumstances,
enemy, so completely under the power and at the mercy of their
adversaries, had so little cause of complaint.

¢ During the course of the same summer, forts Schlosser and Black
Rock, were surprised and taken by a part of the forces under the com-
mand of major-general De Rottenburg, on the Niagara frontier, at
both of which places personal property was respected, and the public
buildings were alone destroyed.

“ It was certainly matter of just and reasonable expectation, that
the humane and liberal course of conduct pursmed by his excellency
on these different occasions, would have had its due weight with the
american government, and would have led it to have abstained,
further prosecution of the war, from any acts of wantonness or vio-
lence, which could only tend unnecessarily to add to its ordinary cala
mities, and to bring down upon their own unoffending citizens a reta-
liation, which, though distant, they must have known would await
and certainly follow such conduet.

¢ Undeterred, however, by his excellency’s example of moderation,
or by any of the consequences to be apprehended from the adoption
of such barbarous measures, the american forces at fort George, a
ing, there is every reason to believe, under the orders, or with the
approbation of their government, for some time previous to their eva-
cuation of that fortress, under various pretences, burned and destroyed
the farm houses and buildings of many of the respectable and peaces
ble inhabitants of that neighbourhood. But the full measure of
species of barbarity remained to be completed at a season when all its
horrors might be more fully and keenly felt, by those who were tc
become the wretched victims of it

¢ It will hardly be credited by those who shall hereafter read it ir
in the page of history, that in‘the enlightened ®ra of the nineteent:
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sity imposed upon him of retaliating upon the
citizens of America, the miseries inflicted upon

“the inhabitants of Newark, but, at the same

century, and in the inclemency of a canadian winter, the troops of a
nation calling itself civilized and christian, had wantonly, and without
the shadow of a pretext, forced 400 helpless women and children to
quit their dwellings, and to be the mournful spectators of the confla-
gation and total destruction of all that belonged to them.

‘ Yet such was the fate of Newark on the 10th of December, a day
which the inhabitants of Upper Canada ean never forget, and the
recollection of which cannot but nerve their arms when again oppos-
ed to their vindictive foe. On the night of that day, the american
troops under brigadier general M¢Clure, being about to evacuate fort
(reorge, which they could no longer retain, by an act of inhumanity
disgraceful to themselves and to the nation to which they belong, set
fire to upwards of 150 houses, composing the beautiful village of
Newark, and burned them to the ground, leaving without eovering or
shelter, those . ¢ innocent, unfortunate, distressed inhabitants,” whom
that officer, by his proclamation, had previously engaged to protect.

“ His excellency would have ill consulted the honour of his ceuntry,
and the justice due to his Majesty’s injured and insulted subjects, had
he permitted an act of such needless cruelty to pass unpunished, or
had he failed tovisit, whenever the opportunity arrived, upon the
inhabitants of the neighbouring american frontier, the calamities thus
mflicted upon those of our own.

“ The opportunity has occurred, and a full measure of retaliation
has taken place, such as it is hoped will teach the enemy to respect,
in future, the laws of war, and recal him to a sense of what is due to
himself as well as to us.

¢ In the further prosecution of the contest to which so extraordi-
nary a.character has been given, his excellency must be guided by
the course of conduct which the enemy shall hereafter pursue. La-
menting as his excellency does, the necessity imposed upon him of
retaliating upon the subjects of America the miseries inflicted on the
inhabitants of Newark, 1t is not his intention to pursue further a sys-
tem of warfare so revolting to his own feelings, and so little congenial
to the british charaeter, unless the future measures of the enemy
should compel him again to resort to it.

“ To those possessions.of the enemy along the whole line of frentier
which have hitherto remained undisturbed, and which are now within
his excellency’s reach, and atthe mercy of the troops under his com-
mand, his excellency has determined to extend the same forbear-
ance and the same freedom from rapine and plunder, which they have
hitherto experienced ; and from this determination the future conduet
of the american government shall alone induce his excellency to depart.

“ The inhabitants of these provinces will, in the mean time, be
prepared to resist, with firmness and with courage, whatever attempts

the resentment of the enemy, arising from their disgrace and their
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time, declared it not to be his intention further Chap
to pursue a system of warfare so revoliing to XVl
his own feelings, and so little congenial to the Jg5
british character, unless he should be so com-
pelled by the future measures of the enemy.

merited sufferings, may lead them to make, well assured that they
will be powerfully assisted at all points by the troops under his excel-
lency’s command, and that prompt and signal vengeance will be
taken for every fresh departure by the enemy, from that system of
warfare, which ought alone to subsist between enlightened and civi-
lized nations.

‘ Given under my hand and seal at arms at Quebec, this 12th day

“ of January, 1814,
# GEORGE PrEvosT
¢ By his excellency’s command,
E. B. BRENTON.”




CHAPTER XVIH.

Meeting of parliament—topics of the speech—address in
answer—proceedings in the legislature—chief justice
impeached at the instance of Mr. Stuart—articles of im-
peachment—they are presented to the governor, who
refuses to suspend the chief justice—resolutions of the
assembly thereupon—Mr. Stuart named agent for prose-
cution of the impeachments—failure of the appointment
from the want of an appropriation—address to the Prinee
Regent on the state of the province—Mr. Bedard agent—
failure of the appointment—prorogation and speech—
finances, &c.—hoslages and proceedings respecting them,
between the two governments—preparations during win-
ter for the ensuing campaign—troops and seamen come
through from New Brunswick to Canada in February—
an embassy of indian warriors from the west visits
Quebec—attack by american forces under general
Wilkinson on La Cole mill—repulsed.

Chap. O the thirteenth of January, the Legisla-
V1" ture met for the despatch of public business.
1814. —The Governor, in his speech on opening
the session, after congratulating parliament on
the defeat of the enemy at Chateauguay, by a
handful of brave canadians ; and on the brilliant
victory obtained by the small corps of observa-
tion, on the banks of the St. Lawrence, over
the formidable armament commanded by major
general Wilkinson ; events that had nobly
upheld the honor of his Majesty’s arms, and
effectually disconcerted all the plans of the

pro
gres
{ran
Siroi
and

valo

wit
wh
cla

Sos

exl

alfa
plag
10V;

fio
ob



jdf?.":

149

enemy, for the invasion of this province, con-
tinued :—

“1Itis also a matter of further and sincere congratulation,
that, notwithstanding the various events of the last summer
by which a footing was gained by the enemy in the upper
province, they have since been compelled to abandon the
greater part of it; and that the theatre of war has been
transferred into their own territory, where Niagara, their
strongest fortress, and the important posts of Black Rock
and Buffalo, have lately been wrested from them by british
valor and enterprize.

“In reviewing these events, I cannot but contemplate
with pride and satisfaction, the zealous discharge of duty
which I have witnessed as well in the militia, as in all
classes of his Majesty’s subjects in this provinee, and which
[ consider the surest indication of their loyalty to their
Sovereign, and of their determination to defend, to the last
extremity, this valuable portion of his dominiona.

¥ Notwithstanding the present favourable aspect of our
affairs, and the security in which the province is now
placed, from this discomfiture of the enemy’s late attempts to
invade it, we must still be prepared to meet with firmness,
and to repel with vigour, whatever measures his presump-
tion may again dictate for the accomplishment of his avowed
object.—1 trust, therefore, to your wisdom and vigilance to
suggest whatever may be necessary for this purpose, and to
your loyalty and patriotism to submit to whatever further
sacrifices the war may require,—assuring you that his
Majesty’s government, not unmindful of the exertions the
provinee has hitherto made in its defence, is using every
possible effort, consistent with the important demands upon
it for other services, to strengthen and increase the military
establishments under my command.

“Deeply sensible, that the situation in which I am
placed is as arduous and difficult as it is important—I am,
notwithstanding, cheered and animated in the discharge of
its duties, by the conviction thatI shall always meet with
your support, in maintaining the honor and promoting the
service of my Sovereign. To forward the prosperity, and to
preserve the integrity of this province, are objects of which

N 2
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. I shall never lose sight; and confidently relying on yout e

XViil. cordial assistance for the attainment, it will be my great inpr
—~ ambition to be able faithfully to represent to his royal High- sV
1811 jess the Prince Regent, the loyalty, zeal, and unanimity of fion
his Majesty’s canadian subjects, ‘and ‘to carry with' 'me, he
whenever I shall return into the royal presence, the vou
ool opinion and the affection of the people of this pro- prov
'!I\i‘i‘.“‘

In answering his excellency’s speech, the
. o G 0 ‘IJR
wssembly said,— o)
" (nat
¢ Qur sincere acknowledgments are due to your Excel- w0
lency for the testimony you'have been pleased, inreviewing B
. il e . . ' A
these events, to express of the zealous discharge of duty you i

have witnessed, as well in the militia as. in all classes of
iis Majesty’s subjects in this province. It has been their
sood fortune to have been rescued under your Excellency’s 1
administration, from the most unfounded imputations which i
had been industriously attempted, under the preceding
administration, to fix on their character, and our gratitude
is therefore heightened by the assurance thus given by your
Execellency, that they have justified the good opinion you e

had formed of them. The conduct they* have exhibited in B
strict conformity with the sentiments by which they have e
Jlways been actuated, and, we are persuaded, may - be L
considered as a sure indication of their loyalty to their | I
Sovereign, and of their determination to defend to the last W
extremity, this valuable portion of his dominions. pl

& We are highly flattered by the confidence your Excel- ’
lency expresses in the support you expect from us in h},
maintaining the honor and promoting the service of our gra- Cl
cious Sovereign, and we shall always cheerfully co-operate '§
with your Excellency, in any measures for effecting these , s
important purposes.

¢ We have gratefully acknowledged in your Excellency, g
in anxious desire to forward the prosperity, and to preserve pas
the integrity of this province. For the attainment of these leg
objects, your Excellency has been guided by a just and | i,
liheral policy, towards his Majesty's canadian subjects, by il
which their loyalty, zeal and unanimity, have been cherished i
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and promoted, and we are assured that a corresponding Chap.
sense of obligation for such an important benefit has heen XVill.
impressed on their minds, and that whenever the public
service may withdraw your Excellency from the administra- 1814
tion of the government of this country, which we hope will

be a remote oecurrence, your Excellency will carry with

you the good opinion and affection of the people of this
province,”

g The Governor, in a secret and confidential
¢ message to the house of assembly informed
that body, that in order to carry on the public
service he had found it indispensably neces-
sary to direct an issue of army bills, to a greater
amount than five hundred thousand pounds,
the sum authorized by the army bill act, and
recommended to the immediate and serious
consideration of the house, the expedience of
extending the provisions of the act. The house
accordingly took the subject into consideration,
and passed a bill extending the issue of army
bills, to fifteen hundred thousand pounds. The
militia laws underwent some discussion,but were
not altered,the legislative council not concurring
with some clauses, which, it had been found
expedient to introduce into the bill, sent up
for their concurrence. A bill to disqualify the
Chief Justices and the Judges of the courts of
King’s bench, in the province, f{rom being
summoned to the legislative council or sitting
or voting therein, was introduced, and having
passed the lower house, was sent up to the
legislative council for their consideration. Here
it was unanimously resolved that the matters
contained in the bill were unparliamentary and
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Chap. unprecedented, and intrenched upon the pre- 1 J8k:
XVIL rogative of the crown, and the rights and = wd
T5is privileges of that house ; and it was, therefore, | 10 |
also unanimously resolved to proceed no further | offi
in the consideration of the bill. The house of | hou
assembly upon finding it to be laid aside, | ting
appointed a committee, to search the journals | disp
of the legislative council, to ascertain, officially, | pir
what proceedings had taken place, with respect | ban
toit. The committee having taken information 1 sig
on the subject, reported the fate of the bill, as | Ha
collected from the journals of the legislative | Mo

council, and the house among other counter f
resolutions, indignantly resolved, ¢ that the ' of
|

legislative council, by their refusal to proceed | mt
on that bill, had excluded from their consider- Fan
ation a measure highly meriting the attention of |
the legislature of the province,and had,therefore, T
« afforded additional evidence of its expedience.” | e
A bill was again introduced as in the preceding | s
session, “to grant to his Majesty a-duty on the the
income arising from civil offices, and on pen- Co
sions, to be applied for the defence of the dey
province in the present war with the United l of

States of America.”” This bill, also, was ol
rejected by the legisiative council. The bill %

for the appointment of an agent in Great | res
Britain, was also sent up to the legislative cer
council, where it likewise was laid aside. cou

The house of assembly unanimously passed ‘ han
a vote of thanks to lieutenant col. De Salaberry, | e

and the officers under his command for their o
distinguished exertions, on the 26th October, ( ife
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E) 1813, in the action on the Chateauguay river, Chap.
and directed the speaker to signify the same X"
to_lieutenant colonel De Salaberry and the 1514
officers present on that occasion ; and that the
‘" house highly felt and acknowledged the dis-
&' tinguished valour and discipline conspicuously
i - displayed by the non-commissioned officers and
i private soldiers, and militia-men of the little
t  band under his immediate command, in the
mis  signal defeat of the american army under gen.
Hampton, at Chateauguay. To lieut. colonel
Morrison, of the 89th regiment, and to the offi-
cers and men under his command, a similar vote
(1t of thanks was also passed for their exertions
el on the 1lth November, 1813, at Chrystler’s
ider- -~ Farm, in the defeat of the american army
mol  under general Wilkinson.

fore, The house of assembly at an early period of
we’  the session, on motion of Mr. J. Stuart,
eliy  resolved that it would take into consideration
ol the power and authority exercised by the
1jer courts of justice in this province, under the
i denomination of rules of practice, and the clerk
Ui of the court of appeals, as well as the protho-
, w  notaries of the courts of King’s bench, for the
e il districts of Quebee and Montreal, were
Gz respectively ordered to lay before the house,
e certified copies of the rules of practice of those
e courts. On the 4th of February, the subject
¢ having been previously discussed in committee,
e the house adopted several resolutions, con-
;¢ cerning those rules of practice, which it con-
ot Sidered rather in the sense of legislative
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enactments, and, therefore, an encroachment
upon the privileges of the legislature, than as
simple rules or regulations for the guidance of
judicial proceedings. The rules in question
had first been framed and introduced into the
provincial court of appeals, (where the chief
justice of the province, and the chief justice of
Montreal, alternately presided) in January,
1809, and in the same year, the courts of King’s
bench, at Quebec and Montreal, followed the
example of the courtof appeals, under the
sanction of an act of the provincial legislature,
giving to the different “courts of judicature,
in the province, power and authority to make
and establish orders and rules of practice in
the said courts, in all civil matters, touching
all services of process, executions and returns
of all writs, proceedings for bringing causes to
issue, as well in term time as out of term, and
other matters of regulation within the said
courts.” It, was, however, now maintained
in the house of assembly, that these rules
affected the civil rights of his Majesty’s sub-
jects, and were contrary to and subversive of
the laws of the province : that they rendered
the enjoyment of liberty and property altogether
insecure and precarious, and gave to the judges
an arbitrary authority over the persons and
property of his Majesty’s subjects in the pro-
vince. For these, and other specific political
high crimes and misdemeanors, alleged to have
been committed, in the course of the late
administration of the colonial government, by
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sir J. H. Craig, tending to mislead and deceijve Chap.
that officer in the exercise of his authority, to XV
oppress the people and -alienate their minds g1y
from his Majesty’s government in order (as it
was contended) to favor the progress of ameri-

can influence in the province, the two chief
Justices were formally impeached by the com-
mons of Lower Canada, these being the first
impeachments brought forward against any
public functionaries.

These heads of accusation or articles of
impeachment, by the house of assembly,
deserve, perhaps, some further attention than
is bestowed upon them above. The first and
second articles are as follows :—

First—that the said Jonathan Sewell, chief
justice of the province of Lower Canada, hath
traitorously and wickedly endeavoured to sub-
vert the constitution and established government
of the said province, and instead thereof, to
introduce an arbitrary tyrannical government
against law, which he hath declared by traitor-
ous and wicked opinions, counsel, conduct.
Judgments, practices and actions.

Secondly—that, in pursuance of those traitor-
ous and wicked purposes, the said Jonathan
Sewell, hath disregarded the authority of the
legislature of this province, and in the courts

" of justice wherein he hath presided and sat,
" hath usurped powers and authority which

belong to the legislature alone, and made
regulations subversive of the constitution and
I % Jaws of this province.
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The third charges him with having in
furtherance of those views, made and published,
as president of the provincial court of appeals,
various regulations under the name of “rules
and orders of practice,” repugnant, and con-
trary, to the laws of the province, with a view,
«« wickedly and traitorously,” in as far as in
him lay to subvert, or cause the court to do so,
the laws of the said provinece, which he was
sworn to administer, thereby assuming legis-
lative authority, and imposing illegal burthens
and restraints upon his Majesty’s subjects, mn
the exercise of their legal rights—altogether
inconsistent with the duties of the said court,
and subversive of the liberty and rights of his
Majesty’s subjects, in the province.

The fourth chargeshim in like manner as
chief justice, presiding in the court of king’s
bench at Quebec.

The fifth alleges—that as president of the
court of appeals, he had set aside the laws and
substituted his will and pleasure therefor, to
the injury and oppression of his Majesty’s
subjects, and in subversion of their most
important political and civil rights.

The sizth, that being chief justice, and also
speaker of the legislative council, and chair-
man of the executive council—he had by false
and malicious slanders against his Majesty’s
canadian subjects and the assembly of the pro-
vince, poisoned and incensed the mind of sir
James H. Craig, the Governor-in-chief, misled
and deceived him, and that he did on the 15th
May, 1809, induce him to dissolve the provin-
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cial parliament, without any cause whatever to chap
palliate or excuse the measure ; and advisec l“’“'
him to make on the occasion a speech, in gross Tz,
violation of the constitutional rights 01 the
assembly, insulting its members, and misre-
presenting their ('ondu(,t.

The seventh—that he had “in pursuance of
his wicked and traitorous purposes aforesaid,”
and to oppress his Majesty’s subjects and pre-
vent all opposition to his tyrannical views, coun-
selled and advised sir J. H. Craig to remove and
_ dismiss divers loyal and (iesmvmg subjects,
e from offices of pm[u and honor, without the
dem  semblance of reason to ju%ti]\' it: but, merely,

softi because they were inimical or ~u[ posed to be,
“to the measures and policy of the said Jona-
pr . than Sewell, and in order, in one instance, to

gy the advancement of his brother.” Thisalluded
to Mr. Stuart’s dismissal from the office of

i iy  solicitor general, who was succeeded in the
wsal  appointment by Mr. Stephen Sewell, the
wint  chief’s brother.

M The eighth—that ““in order in the strongest
i w  manner to mark his contempt for the liberties
| and rights of his Majesty’s subjects and his dis-
and respect for their representatives,and for the con-
e stitution of the province ;” he had, in 1808,

i) procured among other dismissals, from office,
Wi that of Jean Antom Panet, esquire, then and
ifgg  during fifteen years pre cl,dm speaker of the
1seeml)ly, from his rank of ]u,utemnt colonel

:i]lli 0
o 1 in the militia, without any reason to palliate or
(el €xcuse such an act of injustice.”

YOL. II 0

e prf
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"The ninth—that he had induced P. E. Des-

\:ﬂ hiarats, printer of the laws of the province, to

establish a newspaper, under the name of
the ¢ Vrai Canadien,” to promote his factious
views, and for the purpose of calumniating and
vilifying part of his Majesty’s subjecls, and
certain members of the assembly obnoxious to
him”—and had compromised the honor and
dignity of his Majesty’s government by pledging
its support to that paper.

The tenth—that intending to extinguish all
reasonable freedom of the press, destroy the
rights, liberty and security, -of his Majesty’s
subjects in the province, and suppress all
complaint-of tyranny and oppression, he had,
in- March; 1810, advised and approved the
sending of an armed military force to break
apen the dwelling hiouse and printing office of
one Charles Le l‘mn(‘ms, “and there arrest
and imprison him, aml seize and bring away
forcibly a printing press, with various private
papers, which measure, of lawless violence,
was accordingly executed; and that the said
press and papers have since remained depo-
sited in the court House, in the city of' Quebec,
with the knowledge and approbation and under
the eye of the said Jonathan Sewell.”

The eleventh—that with the intention of
oppressing individuals' supposed to be suspi-
eious of his-character and views, and inimical
to. his policy; and to ruin them'in the public
estimation, and prevent their re-election as
members of the assembly,. he had advised the
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arrest of Messrs, Bedard, Blanchet and Tas- Chap.
chereau, upon the false and unfounded pretext XViil-
of their having been guilty of treasonable 1514
practices, whereby they might be deprived of
the benefit of bail, and caused them to be

@ amprisoned on the said charge, for a long

i3 space of time, and at length to be discharged

‘W without trial,

oy The twelfth—that he had instigated and
promoted, in pursuance of his traitorous and

b wicked purposes aforesaid—various other simi-

lar acts of tyranny and oppression of individuals,
in other parts of the province, upon the false

il pretext of having been guilty of treasonable
fad, practices, and that one of them, Frangois
the Corbeil, being old and infirm, was, by the

rigour of his imprisonment, deprived of life.

The thirteenth—that he had advised sir J. H.
Craig “ to issue a proclamation, extraordinary
as well in style as in matter, wherein the im-
prisonment of Messrs. Bedard, Blanchet and
Taschereau, was referred to in a manner to

s Induce a belief of their guilt, and subject them
dgr  to odium, and to induce a belief that the pro-
et vince was in a state approaching open rebe!-
wk  lions” whereby the character of his Majesty’s

subjects was most falsely calumniated, great
i injustice dome to private individuals, and
ag foreign states may have been drawn, and there
jie 18 reason to believe, from subsequent events,
ik were drawn into a belief of such disloyalty in

jw:  his Majesty’s canadian subjeets, as would
40 render the province an easy conquest.”
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The fourleenth—that he had read the said ‘ quent

Chap.
n ¢ in pursuance of his wicked and artful

XVIL proelamatio

Isi4, traitorous purposes aforesaid,” in the term of had i
the court of criminal jurisdiction, in March | miss!
1810, for the purpose of influencing the minds of | stte
the grand and petit juries, in the exercise of | resx
their respective duties. | than:

The fifteenth—that in pursuance of such, | ment
 his trajtorous and wicked purposes aforesaid,” hath
he had endeavoured to produce inhis Majesty’s trust,
sovernment an ill opinion of his Majesty’s cana- T
dian subjects, witha view to oppress them and still
favour the progress of american influence in mosi
this province, and traitorously and wickedly asser
abused the power and authority of his high of the
offices, to promote the advantageous estab- salu;
lishment of americans, being subjects of the el
United States of America, in this province, and with
to pave the way for american predominance this ¢
therein, to the great injury of his Majesty’s and
canadian subjects, and with a view to the loya
subversion of the gt_wernment.” subj

The sizteenth—that “influenced by a desire the:

{0 accelerate a political connexion of this pro- and
vince,with part of the United States of America,
and to deprive her Majesty’s canadian subjects. | don
of their present constitution and laws—he had | Sey
in January, 1809, entered into a base and ke,
wicked confederacy withone John Henry, an | Haj
adventurer of suspictous character, for the pur- hetw
pose of sowing dissension among the subjects Ko,
of the government of the United States, pro- | ficl
ducing insurrection and rebellion, and.a eonse- aly
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quent dismemberment of the union, and that by S
w artful and false representations and advice, he oo
n had induced sir J. H. Craig to send Henry on a1814.
0 mission, for those purposes, to the neighbouring
states—that he also became the channél of: cor-
respondence, by which conduct the said Jona-
than Sewell hath e xposed his Majesty’s govern-
ment to lm]ml'lllrm% reflec tmu on its honm, and
hath rendered himself unworthy of any place of
trust, under his Majesty’s government.”

The seventeenth—that he had laboured, and
still did labour, to promote disunion and ani-
mosity between the legislative council and
asse mlJI\ ; and exerted his influe 'nce as speaker
of the council to prevent the passing therein of
salutary laws, which had been passed in the
.155(‘11"1})“——:111(1 had, during the present war
with the United Htatc fomented disse >nsion in
this province, and endeavoured by various arts
and practices to prevent a reliance on the
loyalty and bravery of his Majesty’s canadian
subjects, and produce a want of confidence in
bt the administration of his Majesty’s government,
s and thereby weaken its exertions.
o “ All which crimes and misdemeanors were
b done and committed by the said Jonathan
e Sewell, &ec., whereby he hath traitorously,
24 &c., laboured to alienate the hearts of his
xi  Majesty’s subjects, &c., and to cause a division
e between them, and to subvert the constitutior
4 &c., and to introduce an arbitrary and -
nical government, &c., and thereh-
only broken his own oath, but °
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to the people, as far as in him lay, &e.; for
all which the said commons do. impeach the
said Jonathan Sewell, hereby reserving to
themselves the liberty of exhibiting at any
time, hereafter, any other accusation or im:
peachment against the said Jonathan Sewell,
and adopting such conclusions and prayer upon
the premises, as law and justice may require.”*

« Serious charges, certainly ; but mostly, if not all fogether, gra-
fuitous. Those against Mr. Monk were not of so complex and
erave a nature. Chief justice Sewell wasan eminent lawyer, pro-
foundly versed in the civil law and ancient jurisprudence of the
country, as well as in the criminal law of England, and withal a man
of mild and agreeable manners, universally esteemaed by the british
community amongst whom he resided ; but the other public stations
which he oceupied had mixed him up with the politics of the times,
and subjected him as a political character to party obloquy. He,
however, came from the ordeal unscathed, and lived to see Mr.
Stuart, in his tum, carried away, as. attorney general, in the same
torrent of prejudices which the latter had appealed to against him. In
those acciisations, savouring less perhaps of patriotism than of resent-
ment, the british commercial world in Canada, did Mr. Stuart the
justice, or injustice, of believing him actuated by the double mo-
tive of personal hostility to the chief justice, and the expectancy of
succeeding him. However this may have been, itis certain that
availing himself of the antipathies of the french canadian population,
whom, asa party leader, he then headed in the assembly, and set on
against that gentleman, he gave him much annoyance, trouble, and
no doubt, distress of mind. But ¢ there is a tide in the affairs of men,”
and a_season of. retribution also, as Mr. Stuart afterwards, when
attorney general, found to his cost, he himself becoming, in turn more
unpopular than ever Mr. Sewell had/ been, being, as he might have
expected, persecuted by his former colleagues in persecution, and,
finally, dismissed (unjustly, as the writer ever has thought,) from his
office, through their agitation and hatred of him. He it was, who
first taught them how to impeach public functionaries, and it must
be acknowledged that they liberally, and as some thought, suitably
repaid him for his mstruetion.

Mr. Stuart, after some ups and downs in public life, is finally on the
bench as chief justice of Lower Canada, to which he was raised by
the Earl of Durham ; and has, subsequently to hisappointment to that
important office, been also made a baronet of the United Kingdom, at
the recommendation, it seems, of the late lord Sydenham. It does
not appear, however, thathe has taken any steps towards rescinding
the obnoxious rules of practice, for which he impeached his worthy
predecessor. Probably the elevation has given him more extend
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3l Mr. Stuart was named agent for the pur-chap.
Wt  pose of prosecuting the unpmdlments with XVHb
Iig effect, on behalt of the commons of Lowerisia
1 Canada, who, in a revenue bill they had
e passed, appropriated the sum of two thousand
. - pounds, in order to enable him to proceed. to
rp England, but in consequence of the dclung of
g \\hlc,h to the bill, it was amended by the legis-

lative council, by striking out that appropria-
tion, and sent back to th{, assembly, which,
not recognising the right in that body to alter
money bills, hc measure \\{1&. lost. The wrong
lay, ]10“0\01, it was: said with the assembly, in
|m]uop(‘1]x “ tacking” to the bill a matter
foreign to it, and unumduu ional. The. bill
(0111:1111{3(1 also a grant of £20,000, for the
militia, and a like sum for the support of the

war. The impeachments having been digest-
ed, as observed, into the seventeen dlﬂ'erent
heads specified against the chief justice of the
ptm‘ince, and into eight heads against the chief
justice of Montreal, (Ihb latter bemﬂ charged
among other thzn“- with promoting and adv15~
ing celtnn (,nnmul prosecutions at Montreal,

and sitting in }udonwnt upon ilwm 3 and with
having refused a writ of Habeas ( Corpus to per-

sons lof_;al]} entitled thereto,) the house of
assembly, on the 3d of March, went up toithe

ed and juster views of them than he previously had, when thundering
from the less ]nnm ible benches of the assembly his anathemas
against the chief, his predecessor. The exclusion of the judges-from
the political cares.of the country, in which they onght neverto have
been allowed to meddle, may spare him the annoyances te which
that gentleman was subjected.

ore: €18
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chap. Castle with their speaker, and presented an
XVIL o ddress to the governor, praying him to trans-
1814. mit the impeachments, with an address to the

Prince Regent, drawn up for the occasion, to
his Majesty’s ministers, to be laid before his
royal highness. They at the same time sug-
sested the propriety of suspending the chief
justices from their public functions, until the
Prince Regent’s pleasure should be known.
The governor replied that he would take an
early opportunity of transmitting the address,
with the articles of accusation against the chief
justices, to his Majesty’s ministers; but thathe
did not think it expedient to suspend the chief
justices from their offices upon an address to
that effect from one of the branches of the legis-
lature alone, founded on articles. of accusation,
on which the legislative council had not been
consulted, and in which they had not concur
red. This answer, in which the articles of
impeachment were denominated ¢ articles of
accusation,” gave umbrage to the house, which,
upon returning from the Castle, resolved—
« that the charges exhibited by the house against
Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires,
were rightly denominated  heads of impeach-
ment ;” and * that his excellency the governor
in chief, by his answer to the address of the
house, had violated the constitutional rights

and privileges thereof.”* On the seventh of

* The following were the resolutions on the occasion :—
¢ On motion of Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Papineau,
¢ Resolved, That the charges exhibited by this house against
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tla - March, the house, probably influenced by achap

tr sense of justice towards the governor, whose phi
fo conduct it had so rec ently (‘QmUlCd in mitiga- 1814
0, tiomof its late resolution again resolved,— that

| notwithstanding the wicked and perverse ad-

0 S0 vice given to lm excellency on the subject of

chi the constitutional rights and privileges of the

il ¢ house, and the enc ica‘.ouz\ of evil disposed
advisers to lead him into error and to embroil
him with his Majesty’s faithful ecommons of this
province, the house had not, in any respect,
altered the opinion it had ever entertained, of
the wisdom of ]11\ excelleney’s administration,
and that it was determined to adopt the mea-
sures it had deemed necessary for the support
of the umu yment and the defence of the
I)*(]\ lll(,\.

To Iqwl these accusations, the chief justice
Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires, were rightly denominat-
69 ed Heads of Im chment.

¢ Resolved, it is the unquestionable coustitutional right of
this house, to offer its humble advice to his excellency the governor in
ief, upon matters affecting the welfare of: his Majesty’s subjects
without the concurrence of the legislative council.

“ Resolved, That it is pe :l‘riull_\.' incumbent on this house to inves=
tigate abuses, calculated to deprive his Majesty’s subjects of the bene-
fit of their constitution and laws, andof the pure administration of
justice,, and that in brir g under the view of his excellency the
governor in chief, the gross abuses and high offences referred to i
the address ln his excellenc y, this house hath performed the first and
most essential of its duties, 10 the people of this province,

] < Resolved, That it is Ihu indubitable right of this house, to exhibit
0l accusations, to which itis constitutionally competent, without con-
sulting or askine the concurrence of the legislative council, and that
in framing and exhibiting the heads of impeachment referred to in the
address to his [-\.w-ﬂu.: y the governor in chief, this house hath exer-

salutary power, vested in it by the constitution.

# Resoly Ja 11 ||l\(\((”(il\ the governor in chief, by his said
answer to the address of this house, hath violated the constitutional
rights and privileges of this house.”

this provinee

cised a necess

(8]




i The

166

chap. Sewell, resolved to proceed to England, for

x:jﬂ which he accordingly sailed in June, receiving 3“6"?
1814. before his departure, addresses the most gra- el
tifying, from the members of the executive'and | e
legislative councils, and from the merchants |F™

and principal inhabitants of Quebec.*
¢ « To the honorable Jonathan Sewell, chief justice of the provinee
of Lower Canada, &e. &c.

We, the undersigned members of his Majesty’s executive council,
residing in, and near the city of Quebec, feel, that having had the best
opportunities of knowing your principles, and of observing the con-
duct that has been built upon them, we should be failing, not only in
sensibility, but in justice, if we withheld, upon your departure from
the province, the public declaration of our esteem of your character,as
a most upright, loyal, and indefatigable servantof your sovereign,
and as a warm, steady friend, to the true interests of your fellow
subjeets.

“ That conspicuous ability, that comprehensive knowledge, that
patient eandour, that liberal respect for the opinions of others, and
that equability and gentleness of temper, which you have brought to
every discussion, and which in every discussion are so favorable to
the attainment of truth, cannot but make your absence from this
province felt, as greatly detrimental to his Majesty’s service, as well
as particularly painful to ourselves.

¢ Upon the causes, which have produced the necessity of that ab-
sence, we forbear, for obvious reasons, to make any observation : res-

pecting its result, we have neither anxiety, nor doubt.

« Accept, sir, the assurances, that you carry with you our sincere
regrets, and our cordial good wishes; and that we shall hail the me-
ment of your return, as highly auspicious to the interests of his Ma-
jesty’s government, and the general welfare of his subjects in this

province, “ Qo
(Signed) « J. QUEREC, A. L. J. DucHESNAY, )

F. Bamy, J. KERR, Tot

P. A. De BoxNE, Ross CUTHBERT, of

J. WiLLiams, JouN MURE, of

J. IrvVINE, Orivier PErrAULT.”

4 We the undersigened members of the legislative council of the
province of Lower Canada, feel it highly incumbent on us, from
motives of a public as well as of a private nature, to express, at the
moment of your departure from this provinee on your voyage to Eng-
land, the strong sense that we entertain of the important services,
which you have been constantly occupied in rendering to this pro-
vince, and of the regret that we feel at the prospect of being deprived
of them, even for a short period.

4. We regret, sir, to think that your landable exertions in preserv-
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b The expedieney of appointing an agent N Chagp:
wy  England  was again considered, and it wasXViL.
g resolved—¢ that it is necessary for the inter- 75,
iy ests of the inhabitants of this province, that a

ng  person fitly qualified, be appointed as agent

ing the publie tranquility, and your unremitied zeal in devot
high professional acquirements to the establishing
lar system of practice in his Majesty’s courts of j
vinee, should have exposed you to the extraordinary and unfounded
charges which have been preferred against you. You must, however,
recollect, sir, that such has not unfrequently been the reward of those
who have best deserved the gratitude of their country.

“You go, sir, to a country where we
eminent services will beduly appreci

ing your
of order by a regu-
ustice in this pro-

have no douht, your long and
ated, and honourably distingnish-
ed.—Permit us to eongratulate you on your visiting her at the proud
moment of her triumph, when having established the social order, the
peace, and the well regulated liberties of Europe, she has, we trust,
for ever destroyed throughout the orld, the hopes of those, who
seek their own aggrandisement, in diminishing the consideration due
to virtue and talent, in the production of anarchy, and in the subver-
sion of established authorities,. We take leave of you, sir, with the
warmest sentiments of personal regard, and the most sincere anxiety
for your early return to those elevated stations which you have filled
with so much honor to yourself' and advantage to the publie.

(Signed) “ J, Queskc,

A. L. J. Ducarsyay,
P. R. Dg St. Ours, Herter De RouvirLe;
Frs. Bagy, Joun Carpwery)
CHarTIER DE I,nmmn‘,ns, H. W. Ryranp,
JeNkIN WirLiams, JamEs CurnseeTr,
CHarLes DE St. Ours, Joun Brackwoop,
Joun Harg, Wnm. M‘Grnriveay.”

¢ Quebec, 13th Jue, 1814.%

“ To the honorable Jonathan Sewell, chief justice of ' the provinee of
' of Lower Canada, and the honorable James Monk, chief Justice
s of the district of Montreal.
e “ We the seigniors, landowners, and of her proprietors of real

estate, barristers, merchants or rrincipal inhabitants of the city and
neighbourhood of Quebec, whose names are hereunto subscribed, beg
leave to address your honors on occasion of the accusations brought
against you by the assembly of this province, during the last session
of the legislature.

*“ Deeply impressed with the beneficent intentions of (lie mother
country, in giving us a constitution, as nearly similar as our local
circumstances would admit, to that excellent system whereby her
own happiness has been so long secured, itis with the utmost regret
i@ thiat we feel ourselves compelled to animadvert upon the proceedings
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near his Majesty’s government in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for the
purpose of soliciting the passing of laws, obvi-
ating misrepresentations, and for the transact-
ing of such public matters as shall be, from

of any part of the constituted authorities ; but when we see one branch
of those authorities led by the violence of party spirit to attack ano-
ther branch equally sacred, not oniy without adequate cause, but
even without any application for such interference, and in the heatof
that attack to infringe the ]:riln'j|~5<-> swhich provide for personal secu-
rity, as well as those which ensure the constitution itself, silence,
under such circumstances, would be aceful.

« Of the numerons provisions whereby the laws of the british em-
pire secure the lives and liberties of the subject, those regulations
have ever been considered as pre-eminent in excellence, which allow
no accusations to be received unsupported by evidence— provide be-
fore putting any man on his trial, for the examination of that evidence
by the impartial judgment of an inguest of the country—and finally,
before inflicting any punishment, secure to hima fair and open trial
by his Peers. Of these salutary principles, we have, in the attacks
made upon your honors, witnessed the total neglect—we have seen
you accused, without the production of a single complaint to support
the charges made in the assembly—we have seen those accusations
adopted by that heuse, without examination, and, as we believe,with-
out the existence of any evidence to support them—and finally, have
witnessed an attempt to bring upon you, without trial, and on the
mere allegations of the house itself, those inflictions which are due
only to the guilty:

i Of constitutional principles, none can be more important than
those which secure that equal balance amongst the respective public
authorities, which has so long formed the peculiar and happy dis-
tinetions of the british government ; and of these we have ever con-
sidered the independence of the judiciary power, as one of the most
material ; nor can we forget the sanction afforded to this principle, on
the happy accession of our beloved sovereign, in the solemn confirma:
tion then given to the salutary provision established by the same act,
which secured the succession of the present royal family, that no
judge shonld be removed, except on a joint address to the crown from
both branches of the legislature : an admirable regulation, providing
as well against any encroachments of the executive power, as against
the excesses of party spirit in either branch of the Jegislature : not-
withstanding the evident importance of this constitutional principle,
and the high authority by which it is sanctioned, we have, in the

proceedings of the late assembly, witnessed not only its total neglect
but have seen measures adopted, which must evidently lead to its
utter destruction.

«« Independent of these general principles, on which we deprecate
the proceedings into which the late assembly has allowed itself to be
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time to time, committed to his care, for the Chap.
good of the said province.” A bill for appoint-*V1"

N

ing an agent in the United Kingdom was, 1s14.

accordingly passed, Mr. Bedard, who had not

hurried, if, having witnessed as we have done, in every instance
where the proceedings of your respectable courts have come to our
knowledge, the unremitting assiduity, the distinguished ability and
perfect impartiality, with which your honors have administered your
high and important offices, we were to fail, on this occasion, to bear
testimony thereto ; sensible also, as we all are, and benefited as many
of us have been, by the improvements introduced into the practice of
the courts, we cannot omit stating our decided opinion, that the
charges made against you are unfounded in fact, false as far as we can
judge in argument, and certainly so in the motives imputed ; nor
finally unconscious, as we ourselves are, of any cause of complaint
against your honors, and ignorant éven of the existence of a single
individual justly deeming himself aggrieved by you, can we be deter-
red from expressing our belief, that the proceedings against you
originate wholly in personal prejudice or party violence.

¢ Confident of the justice of your cause, we have learnt with the
highest satisfaction, the intention of your honors to court the strictest
investigation : the resnlt, we are satisfied, will, before an impartial
and enlightened tribunal, be the confusion of your accusers, and the
: complete vindication of your characters: and we cannot doubt, that
when this shall be made apparent, a wise and liberal government
Uik will feel it incumbent, as an act of justice and public example, to tes-
tify its sense of your long and zealous services, by some distinguished
mark of its approbation; we entertain also a lively hope, that such
further measures will be devised by his Majesty’s ministers, as shall
in their wisdom appear adequate, to prevent the recurrence of similar
injustice to that which you have experienced : so that, instead of be-
ing deterred from a bold and independent discharge of their duties, by
the obloquy to which your honors have been so undeservedly expos-
ed, all others, in like high stations may, by the ultimate result, be
encouraged to a similar performance of their respective duties.

¢« We request your honors, in the mean time, to permit us to assure
you of our profound respect, as well as of our ardent wishes for what-
ever can augment your happiness or good fame, and especially, that,
animated by the testified approbation of a revered sovereign, you
may long continue to exercise those high functions which you have
hitherto discharged with such eminent advantage to the whole com-
munity.

“ Quebec, 8th June, 1814.,”

This address was supported by upwards of two hundred signatures,
comprising those of the principal proprietors and merchants, as well
as the most influential and respectable citizens.
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long since been promoted to the bench as pro-
vincial judge, at Three Rivers, being the agent
named in the bill by the assembly, and the bill
was, accordingly, sent up to the legislative
council for its concurrence. While the bill
was under consideration in the council, a mes-
sage was sent by the assembly to that body “ to
invite their honors to join a second person to
Pierre Bedard, esquire, to be agent for this
province, and to acquaint their honors that the
house of assembly will concur in their nomina-
tion.” In answer to this, a message came
down acquainting the assembly, ¢ that as the
message of the eleventh instant, received by
the legislative council from the assembly, on
that day, relates solely and entirely to the sub-
ject matter of the bill, intituled, *“ An act for
appointing an agent in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland,” which bill having
been received by the legislative council from
the assembly on the tenth instant, was, at the
time of the delivery of the said message, in
possession of the legislative council, cannot but
observe this unusual proceeding on the part of
the assembly, and do desire that the assembly,
in future, will take no notice of the subject
matter of any bill of which the legislative coun-
cil shall be possessed, until the legislative
council shall desire a conference thereon, with
the assembly ; a course which the legislative
council will'always observe, towards the pro-
ceedings of the assembly, as they conceive
that the contrary is not compatible with the
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privileges of either house;” and here the matter
rested for the present.

The House also drew up an address to
the Prince Regent, on the state of the Pro-
vince, and the progress of the war with the
United States, in which the exertions of the
people and the urgency of early assistance
was briefly expressed.* It was at the same
time voted “ that Pierre Bedard, esquire,
provincial judge at Three Rivers, be appointed
by the house to present the said address to his
royal highness the Prince Regent.” Anaddress,
at the same time, was voted to the governor,
praying him to advance to Mr. Bedard, out of
the unappropriated monies, a sum of three
thousand pounds currency, one half immedi-
ately, and the other in six months from that
date, and that the house would make good the
same, during the session. It was also ordered
that a copy of the address to the Prince
Regent, be communicated to the governor.
The house, on the following day, rescinded its
order naming Mr. Bedard, substituting an ad-
dress to the governor, praying his excellency
to transmit the address by such messenger, as
he might be pleased to appoint for the pur-
pose, and to advance a thousand pounds for
the purpose, which the house would make
good. The governor, in reply, informed the

* The strength of the six battalions of canadian embodied militia,
amounted, in the month of December, 1813, according toa return
submitted to the house of assembly, to 3,893 men, exclusive of the
Voltigeurs, the Frontier Light Infantry, and other militia and Pra-
vincial Corps,

Chap.
XVIIL.

1814.
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chap. messengers that he acceded to the request of
XVIL the assembly, and would name a proper per-
1812, son or persons to present the address to his

royal highness, so soon as there were an ap-
propriation made to that effect. But as his
answer seemed not to have been accurately
reported to the assembly, as expressed by him,
he sent down a message in writing stating that,
in order to prevent any mistake or misunder-
standing with regard to the verbal answers
given by him to the addresses of the assembly
on the matter in question, he informed them
that whenever a sum of money should be
appropriated by the legislature for that service,
he would take into his consideration the nomi-
nation of a person or persons as a messenger
or messengers for transmitting the address.—
This not being doné owing to the disagree-
ment between the two houses, the intended
mission of Mr. Bedard, to wait upon the Prince
Regent, with the address, did not take place,
nor does it appear how the address was
forwarded.

Such were the principal affairs that occupied
the house of assembly, during the present
session,which,on the seventeenth of March, was
prorogued by the Governor, putting an end to
the seventh parliament of Lower Canada, his
excellency remarking, as follows :—

¢ It would have afforded me sincere gratification to
have witnessed that unanimity and despatch amongst
yourselves, and that liberal confidence in me, which
the emergencies of the times, the situation of the pro-
vince, and the assurances contained in your addresses,
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Juests gave me a right to expect from you, and I have seen with Chap.
DEr pe regret, that my disappointment in this expectation has been xvii.
3 10 | attended with serious inconveniences to the public service. w~~
g “ Gentlemen of the house of assembly,—I cannot but 1814.
ik lament, the course of proceeding adopted by you, has
1 occasioned the loss of a productive revenue bill, and
(Ui of the liberal appropriations you had made for the de-
by b fence of the province, and for ameliorating the situation
!F;‘i s of the militia ; and I regret that in sacrificing these desirable
R objects, you should have been swayed by any considerations
Slge which seemed to you of higher importance than the immedi-
ADSTer ate security of the country, or the comfort of those engaged
sembh in its protection.
| then “ Gentlemen of the Ie:is]ative.council, gcmlem_cn of the
: house of assembly,—The pacific rumors which have
Md‘m prevailed since I last addressed you, not affording any
ETTICE, certain ground, for belief, that peace is at hand, our
nom vigorous and united exertions will still be required to
enger maintain the decided ascendency with which the Divine

Providence has been pleased to bless our efforts in the
P
present contest; ‘I, therefore, earnestly entreat you to

i

aree: impress, by your precept and example, on all around
nded you, a respect for the laws by which they are governed, as
rince well as a just confidence in those who administer and
b execute them, and to cherish and encourage that spirit of
pics loyalty and attachment to his Majesty’s person and govern-
s Wi

ment, which has hitherto proved the firmest barrier against
all the attempts of the enemy.

e “ As the period fixed by law for the duration of the

L provincial parliament will shortly expire, I shall avail
s myself of an early opportunity to recur to the sense of the
neh, v people, for the election of a new house of asserably. [t is,
 endl therefore, my earnest recommendation to you, to endeavour
ads b in your several stations, to give to the inhabitants of this

province, a true idea of the nature and value of the consti-
tution which they possess;—that in the choice of their
representatives, their attention may be directed to those,
who, duly estimating its advantages, will endeavour faith-
fully to uphold it, and thereby effectually to promote the
safety, welfare, and prosperity of the province.”

P
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The revenues of this, considerably exceeded
those of the previous year, amounting to
£99,602 currency; the expensesto £183,033
sterling, including £121,366, on account of
militia services. But 198 vessels had cleared
out from Quebec during the season, containing
16514 tons, and employing 2230 men—eight
of those vessels were builtat Quebec ; tonnage
2658. The general elections took place in
April and May, and for the most part were
warmly contested.

It has been already mentioned that among
the prisoners taken at the battle of Queens-
ton, in the autumn of 1812, twenty-three
men were recognised as deserters, and british
born subjects. As traitors to their country,
the commander of the forces had sent them to
England for trial. This circumstance being
made known to the american government, by
the american commissary of prisoners at Lon-
don; general Dearborn was ordered by his
government, to put an equal number of british
soldiers into close confinement as hostages, for
the former. In consequence of this measure,
the commander of the forces, by a general
order of the 27th of October, 1813, made it

known that he bhad received the commands of

the prince regent to put forty-six american
officers and non-commissioned officers into
close confinement, as hostages, for the twenty-
three soldiers confined by the american govern-
ment. He at the same time apprised that
government, thatif any of the british soldiers
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15}
ool should suffer death by reason of the guilt and Chm.
i execution of the traitors, found in arms against Xvi

their country, who had been sent to England
for legal trial, he was instructed to select out
of the american officers and non-commissioned
officers detained as hostages, double the num-

1814

_m ber of the british soldiers who might be so
i unwarrantably put to death, and to cause them
g4 in l'elalila}ioll, to s.uﬂ‘cr dcg[h lmmed]ately._ In
b transmitting this information to the american

government, the commander of the forces also
notified them, that the commanders of his
Majesty’s armies and fleets on the coast of
America, had received instructions to prosecute
the war with unmitigated severity against all
cities, towns and villages, befonging to the
United States, and against the inhabitants
thereof, if after that information should have
reached the american government, they should
not be deterred from putting to death any of
the soldiers detained as hostages.

On the 10th of December, the commander
of the forces received a communication from
major general Wilkinson, by colonel Macomb,
of the United States army, bearing a flag of
truce, stating, * that the government of the
United States adbering unalterably to the prin-

Iy . ; 7

" ciple and purpose declared in the communica-
¥ tion of general Dearborn, on the subject of the
s twenty-three american soldiers, prisoners of
el g

war, sent to England to be tried as criminals,
] and the confinement of a like number of British
{ _ Soldiers, prisoners, selected to abide the fate
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cnap. Of the former, had, in consequence of the step
XVIL taken by the british government, ordered forty-
‘a1a. Six british officers into close confinement, and

that they should not be discharged therefrom
antil it should be known that the forty-six
american officers and non-commissioned offi-
cers in question, were no longer confined.”—
In consequence of this, the governor ordered
all the american officers, prisoners of war,
without exception of rank, to be immediately
placed into close confinement as hostages, until
the number of forty-six were completed over
and above those already in confinement. In
pursuance of this order, generals Winder,
Chandler, and Winchester, were conveyed
from their quarters in the country at Beauport,
to a private house in Quebec, where their
confinement was rendered as little inconvenient
as their situation could admit of.

On the fifteenth of April following, after some
negociation between colonel Baynes, the adju-
tant general, under the direction of the com-
mander of the forces, and brigadier general
W inder, authorised on the part of the american
government for the purpose, a convention was
entered into at Montreal,* for the mutual
release of all prisoners of war, hostages or
others, with the exception of the forty-six
american officers and non-commissioned offi-
cers placed in close confinement as hostages,

* The negociatior was opened at the solicitation of the american
government, in a letter from the secretary of state, to Sir George
Prevost, who consented to the exchange of brigadier general Winder,
for the purpose of negociating.
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in retaliation for the tweaty-three british 50l- Chap.
diers, confined by the government of the United ¥
States, as hostages for the twenty-three british 1514
born subjects taken from the ranks of the
enemy and sent to England for legal trial.
The american government still persisted in
- detaining hostages for those traitors, but find-
fiex  ing, in the correspondence that had taken place
Iw  between the two negociators, Baynes and
i Winder, the governor firm in his determination

50t mot to yield an iota of the just grounds taken
{oe  with respect to them, it finally yielded, and in
L b July, another convention, supplementary to the

il former, was entered into at Champlain, between
el the adjutant general Baynes and Mr. Brenton,
pr,  named for the purpose by the commander of
ter  the forces, and colonel Lear, on the part of the
uet  United States, by which all limitations to the
previous convention were completely removed,
it being here agreed, that “ the twenty-three
british soldiers, and the forty-six american
officers, the hostages mentioned in the previous
convention, were to be included, and to be
released and exchanged in the same man-
ner as other prisoners of war mentioned
in the said articles, notwithstanding the
exception to: them therein contained ;”
and the exchange was accordingly effected.
Thus ended this matter, which, at one time,
threatened to be the cause of some sanguinary
doings, which, happily, were averted. We
have never understood what became of the
prisoners sent to England, but it does not
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appear that they were made examples of, as
traitors, by capital punishment.

In the correspondence between col. Baynes
and brigadier general Winder, the following
articles on the subject, are so concise, clear,
and satisfactory, that we cannot refrain from
quoting them :—

“ The british view the confinement of twenty-three sol-
diers as the first act of aggression ; for the undoubted right
that every free nation possesses of investigating and punish-
ing the crimes committed by her own natural born subjeects,
in a due course of law, is too self-evident to require a com-
ment ; nor can it, by any distortion of sense or justice, be
construed into a just ground, for an act of fair retaliation,
exercised on twenty-three british soldiers ;—the latter are
characterised by their patriotism and loyalty—the former,
stigmatised for their treason and rebellion.

¢ It would be wasting time to enter into any further dis-
cussion on this subject : —Great Britain has sucecessfully
maintained her national rights unsullied, for twenty years,
against the whole world combined ;—it is not to be suppos-
ed, that it is reserved for the United States, to stop the
course of justice, and to dictate to England what procedure
she shall observe towards her own natural born subjects, in
her own courts of civil judicature, arrested in her own terri-
tories, in the actual commission of acts of treason and
rebellion.”

The mostactive exertions were made during
the winter, to be prepared for the ensuing
campaign. Stores of all descriptions were for-
warded to Kingston, from Quebec and Mont-
réal, on sleighs, at prodigious expense. The
second battalion of the 8th regiment, com-
manded by lieut. colonel Robertson, marched
through the woods from Frederickton to the
St. Lawrence, in the month of February. A
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reinforcement of two hundred and twenty sea-
%3  men for the lakes came by the same route, xviir.
To expedite the progress of these reinforce- w1
ments, the legislature of New Brunswick voted
three hundred pounds, and the city of St.
John’s, gave a similar sum to defray the ex-
pense of conveying them on sleighs, as far as

the nature of the roads would permit.

In the month of March, an embassy of chiefs
and warriors from the Ottawas, Chippawas,
Shawnees, Delawares, Mohawks, Saiks, I"oxes,
Kickapoos and W’inabagoes,arrived at Quebec,
to visit and hold a council with the commander
of the forces. His excellency, on the fifteenth
of that month, gave them an audience, and
helda Talk or conference with them, at the
Castle of St. Lewis. Their speeches were
principally complimentary and expressive of
their joy on beholding their father and meet-
ing him in a council. They expressed their
poverty, and requested that peace might not be
concluded with the american government, until
they should recover the ancient bounds of the
territories of which the enemy had depriyed
them by fraud and violence. They represent-
¢t ed the loss they had experienced of their young
e men in the war, but expressed their determi-
etl nation to persevere, and solicited arms for
1M their warriors, and clothing for their women
. I and children,—* The americans”—said one of
) ufthe chiefs,—“ are taking our lands from us
urk every day, they have no hearts, father :—they
08 have no pity for us, they want to drive us be-
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|
chap. yond the setting sun; but we hope, although | e
XViil. we are few, and are here as 1t were upona of t
Teta; Gl island, our great and mi.ghty father who  was
" lives beyond the great lake, will not forsake us faret
in our distress, but will continue to remember of th
his faithful red children.” The governor m | for
answer, exhorted them to persevere in the | e
contest against the common enemy, in orderto |and
regain the territory lost in the last campaign. insult
He expressed his sorrow for the loss of one of | ama
their warriors, (Tecumseh) and for that of *d
many other valliant chiefs during the war. He — ms
charged them upon all occasions, to spare and A1
shew mercy to all women, children and pri- | uwigh
soners that should fall within their power, an |thec
injunction to which the listening chiefs unani- |am
mously murmured approbation. After some | derg
days residence at Quebec, they were loaded | men
with presents, and despatched for the Upper | lake
Province, on their way homewards, to prepare | Am:
their tribes for the approaching compaign. out
On the twenty-sixth of March, his excellency  pae
issued a general order, expressing the appro- | Odl
bation of the Prince Regent, of the affair at | bui
Chateauguay, and his « peculiar pleasure at | blod
finding that his Majesty’s canadian subjects | o}
had at length had the opportunity of refuting,  with
by their own brilliant exertions in defence of  rejoi
their country, the calumnious charge of disal-  wnsi
fection and disloyalty with which the enemyhad I ¢
}%‘efaced his first invasion of the province.”— | Ul
o lieut. col. De Salaberry in particular, and |k}
to all the officers and men under his command, |/

VoL
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g the sense entertained by his Royal Highness cpap.

Y of their meritorious and distinguished services XVill
——
#%  was made known. The commander of the jgs

forces at the same time acquainted the militia
of the determination of his Royal Highness to
forward colours for the five battalions of
embodied militia, feeling that they had evinced
an ability and disposition to secure them from
insult, which gave them the best title to such
'\ a mark of distinction. So flattering a testimony
tai of the regent’s approbation could not fail to
u k. raise the honest pride of the provincial militia.
are af A movement of the american forces in the
iy neighbourhood of Lake Champlain, towards
e the conclusion of March, gave room to expect
ma  an invasion of the district of Montreal. Briga-
wme  dier general Macomb, with a division of the
wlel american forces from Plattsburgh, crossed
e Lake Champlain upon the ice and entered St.
wme Armands, where he remained some days with-
q.  out molestation, while general Wilkinson pre-
do  pared for an attack upon the outposts of
g Odelltown, and the La Cole Mill, a stone
i building which had been converted into a
qr/  block house. On the morning of the thirtieth
gte of March, (General Macomb having suddenly
withdrawn his division from St. Armands and
rejoined the main body,) the american forces,
consisting of five thousand men, commanded

EE]L by general Wilkinson, in person, entered
2 Odelltown.  Major Iannd_cock,‘ commanc}ing
in¢ the block-house, received intelligence at eight
g ©clock in the morning, of the approach of the

VOL. II. Q
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cnap. énemy, and immediately sent off a despatch
*"to the Isle-aux-Noix for a reinforcement, from
1814. whence a picquet of the 13th regiment, under

the command of captain Blake, was despatched
to his aid. The enemy halted for a short time
at the village, and then made a demonstration
upon Burtonville with a part of their force.
Their advance in that direction was checked by
part of the grenadiers of the canadian fencibles,
under captain Cartwright, and a few of the
frontier Light Infantry, under captain Barker.
At one o’clock the enemy was seen deploying
in the neighbouring wood, with the intention
of surrounding the block-house, a fire was
immediately commenced which they did not
return for some time, but appeared determined
to carry the place by assault, as they advanced
cheering; the heavy fire obliged them to
relinquish their plan and retreat to the wood,
where they were completely sheltered. A
twelve pounder was brought to bear upon the
building, but, so badly served, that during a
cannonade of two hours and a half, only four
shots struck it; the gun being within the range
of musketry the artillery suffered severely, and
in fact were unable to take aim with any degree
of precision. - The flank companies of the 13th
regiment were ordered to charge the enemy
in front—they advanced as far as the wood in
line, but the difficulty of marching through the
snow against a galling fire in front, compelled
them to retire to the block house. The grena-
diers of the canadian Fencibles and a company
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of the Voltigeurs, just now arriving from Chap.
Burtonville, major Handcock ordered them to i
support the flank companies of the 13th regi- 1s14.
pleh ment in a second charge, to which they
o advanced in column of sections.* The ameri-
cans had now concentrated their whole force
close to the gun, but did not attempt to fire
until the british had advanced to within twenty-
five yards of their centre, and were completely
flanked on both sides: the first discharge of
musketry, from the enemy, was so effectually
destructive that these companies were entirely
broken and compelled to retreat in disorder.
All attempts to rally them were ineffectual, and
they were recalled by the bugle to the Block
house ; the gun was spiked by the enemy
during the first charge. The americans ex-
hausted with cold and fatigue, finding it impos-
o sible to carry the place without heavy artillery,
i | which, from the state of the roads, could not
1h  be brought forward, withdrew in good order
from the contest, at five o’clock in the afternoon,

e Without being pursued in the retreat. The

ér".;‘- british loss amounted to ten men killed and four
il . . ¥ o

o men missing, and two officers and forty-four men

wounded. The american loss though considera-

o ble, hasnot been precisely ascertained. Having
. failed in the attempt to carry a block-house,
b scarcely deserving the appellation of a military
"1 post, the enemy fell back upon Champlain town,
'“EIE'; from whence they soon retired to Plattsburgh.
mpele

vl _ * The force in the mill, when attacked, was 160 men. The rein-
o forecements which arrived during the action, amounted to about two
hundred men. Some accounts (which have been considered probable)
state the american loss at 13 killed, and 123 wounded and 30 missing




CHAPTER XIX.

Military occurrences in Canada during the winter of 1814 —
campaign opens in Upper Canada—successful attack
upon Oswego—british squadron blockade Sacket’s Har-
bour—misadventure of captains Popham and Spilsbury at
Sandy Creek—invasion of Upper Canada, by american
forces under general Brown—surrender of fort Erie—
battle of Chippewa—battle at Lundy’s lane—american
fleet on the lake—two american armed schooners cap-
tured by captain Dobbs—unsuccessful assault by the
british upon fort Erie—Michillimackinac supplied and re-
inforced by lieut. col. McDouall, via the{Nottawasaga—
capture of Prairie du Chien—expedition against Michil-
limackinae, by the americans—operations by british
forces under Sir John Sherbrooke, from Halifax—Castine
and Machias captured —arrival of reinforcements from the
british army in France—remarkable general order relat-
ing to the dress of officers belonging to them—forces con-
centrated between Laprairie and Chambly, preparatory
to an invasion of the State of New York—advance upon
Plattsburgh—fleet advances—engages the enemy, defeat-
ed and taken—troops fall back from Plattsburgh without
assaulting it—great discontent and outery in consequence
of the loss of the navy on lake Champlain, failure of the
expedition, and discreditable retreat of the army—sortie
by the american forces at fort Erie upon the british before
it on heaning the news—Sir James L. Yeo in command of
lake Ontario—commodore Chauncey retires to Sacket’s
Harbour—predatory incursions of the enemy upon settle-
ments on lake Erie—troops and embodied militia in Lower
Canada sent into winter quarters—Ilegislature meets—
proceedings, &c.—official news of peace announced—
militia dishanded —assembly vote £5,000 for a service of
plate to Sir George Prevost—grant of £500 to Joseph
Boucheite, esquire, as an aid to publish his map of Up-
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per and Lower Canada—prorogation and speech—Si
bl George Prevost recalled, to answer charges preferred by
Sir James L. Yeo—and superseded in the government by
Sir Gordon Drummond—departs for England, via Sf.
Johns, N. B.—addresses to him from Quebec and Mont-
real previous to his departure —general order to the troops
on his taking leave—his decease in England previous to
time fixed for his trial—steps by his brother and widow
to clear up his character—result—remarks on his admi«
nistration.

In Upper Canada the occurrences during {hap
the winter, were of small importance, being .
principally confined to incursions reciprocally 1314
practised by the troops, in advance, along the
frontiers with various success. One of the

isifa—

Vi most successful enterprises effected, in the
bitsh course of the present season, was planned and
ane executed by captain Sherwood, of the quarter-
g the

master-general’s department. Thatofficer with
a subaltern, and a small detachment of twenty
rank and file of the marines, and ten men of
the embodied militia, under captain Kerr, pro-
ceeded over the St. Lawrence, on the night of
the 6th of February, from Cornwall in Upper
Canada, to Madrid, on Grass river, fourteen
miles beyond the village of Hamilton, and
ik brought away a considerable quantity of mer-

telae

™ chandize, (having pressed all the horses and
Sacke e p
q¢¢  sleighs he could find for that purpose) plundered

o,  from british merchants, near Cornwall, in

wt- October preceding, when on their route to

we"  Upper Canada. These effects were to have

"«  been sold on account of the United States

:ﬂ!"i"; government, notwithstanding an agreement fox
Q 2
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their restitution entered into on the 10th of

xi1X. November, by judge Ogden and Mr. Richard-

son on the part of the United States, and lieut.
colonel Morrison and captain Mulcaster, (royal
navy) on the part of the british government.
The inhabitants made no opposition to the
seizure and transportation of these effects, nor
did they experience any molestation from the
party, who, at two o’clock on the ensuing day,
returned to their quarters with the most valua-
ble of the merchandize, for which they had
proceeded to Madrid.

A slight loss was experienced in an unsuc-
cessful effort, made by a detachment consisting
of the flank companies of the royal Scots, and
the light company of the 89th regiment, under
the command of captain Barsden of the 89th,
for the purpose of dislodging a strong party of
the enemy, who had taken post at Longwood,
in the advance at Delaware town. 'The enemy
had secured themselves on a commanding
eminence, behind log intrenchments, and were
attacked at five o’clock, in the afternoon, of the
4th of March, by this force, supported by a
flank movement to the right, of a company of
militia Rangers, under captain Caldwell, with
a detachment of the Kent militia, and a similar
movement by a party of indians to the left.
After several repeated but unsuccessful efforts
to dislodge the enemy, in a spirited contest of
an hour and a half, the troops having suffered
severely, were withdrawn. The enemy soon
afterwards abandoned the position. - The british
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lost two officers and twelve men killed, and Chap.
three officers and forty-nine men wounded, XX
including an officer and six men of the }\(,m 1814,
militia volunteers, who distinguished themselves

on the occasion.

The campaign was opened in Upper
Canada, by sir Gordon Drummond and sir
James L. Yeo, under the most cheering
auspices. The american forces along the
Lake Champlain, after leaving small garrisons
at Plattsburgh, Burlington and Vergennes,
moved early in the spring towards Lake Ontario
and the Niagara frontier, with a view of resum-
ing offensive operations against the Upper
Province, as soon as the fleet at Sacket’s
Harbour (considerably augmented during the
b, winter) should be in a state to co-operate “with
myol  the land forces. The principal naval stores,

w, for the equipment of the fleet, were forwarded
to Sacket’s Harbour, by the way of Oswego ;
and as the british naval force at Kingston,
strengthened by two additional ships, the
Prince Regent and Princess Charlotte, were
ready to appear on the Lake, early in the sea-
son, it became an nhject of importance to
intercept the enemy’s supplies and by that
means retard his preparations for invasion.
An expedition against Oswego was, therefore,
jeir  determined upon, and general Drummond
having embarked a considerable force consist-

Onted : 2k : : ;

gite  ing of six companies.of De Watteville’s regt.,
. the light companies of the Glengaries, the
o b ﬁecond battalion of the Royal Marines, mlh a
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XX pieces, a detachment of a rocket company,
1s14. With a few sappers and miners, set sail from

188

_detachment of royal artillery and two field

Kingston on the fourth of May, and at noon
on the following day, made the port of Oswego,
when a heavy gale from the north-west sprung
up, and obliged the squadron to gain the offing.
On the morning of the sixth, a landing was
effected by about one hundred and forty of the
troops, under lieut. colonel Fischer: and two
hundred seamen, armed with pikes, under the
command of captain Mulcaster, R. N., in front
of a heavy discharge of round and grape from
the battery, and of musketry from a detachment
of about three hundred men, of the american
army, posted on the brow of the hill, and in
the skirts of the neighbouring wood. The
british, on landing, pressed up the hill towards
the enemy’s battery, which the americans
(upon finding the british determined to carry it
by storm) relinquished, leaving about sixty
men, principally wounded.

The land and naval commanders having
taken possession of the stores found in the fort
and its neighbourhood, and having dismantled
the fortifications, and destroyed the barracks,
re-embarked on the seventh of May, and
returned to Kingston.

The loss of the british troops amounted to
one captain (Holtaway of the marines) and
eighteen men killed, and two officers and
sixty men wounded. That of the navy amounted
to three men killed, and four officers and seven
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L men wounded. Captain Mulcaster, while chap.
fa entermg the fort, at the head of his men, X%
& received a very severe and dangerous wound. jgiq.
Iy Captain Popham was also severely wounded.

| Although the service derived much benefit
from this expedition, the main object in con-
templation was not accomplished, the principal

g W part of the naval stores being saved by the
it enemy, who had taken the precaution of
i~ depositing them at the Falls, some miles from
rle.  Oswego, up the river.

The flotilla at the Isle-aux-Noix, under the
e command of captain Pring, proceeded up the
hmen Lake Champlain, on the ninth of May, with a
s detachment of marines, for the purpose of
i capturing or destroying the new vessels recently
e launched at Vergennes, or of intercepting the
s stores and supplies intended for their armament
s and equipment. On the 14th capt. Pring
aryi -~ reached his destination at Otter Creek, but,
' finding the enemy prepared for his reception,
he judged it expedient to abandon his intended

e plan of attack, and returned to the Isle-aux-
o) Noix. A :
nanll The british squadron having, for the present,

mi  adecided ascendency on Lake Ontario, block-

 aded Sacket’s Harbour, in order to intercept
the supplies which might, from time to time,
be forwarded from Oswego, for the equipment

y, i

Ek‘u of the american fleet. On the morning of the
wu  29th of May, aboat laden with two twenty-four
wu¢  pounders, and a large cable for one of the
quseﬁ: american ships of war, was captured on the
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Ciap. Way to Sacket’s Harbour from Oswego, from ear
XIX. whence it had sailed in company with fifteen ol
‘ors_other boats,loaded with naval and military stores. e
This intelligence induced the naval commander ble
to despatch captains Popham and Spilsbury,with par
two gun-boats and five barges, in quest of the of W
enemy’s boats, which these officers ascertained | iy
to have taken shelter in Sandy Creek, whither | jog
they proceeded with the resolution of capturing ackr

or destroying them, if the attempt, should be hum
found practicable. On the morning of the 31st = g,
of May, the boats from the british squadron  j¢
entered the Creek, and captains Popham and g
Spilsbury, having reconnoitred the enemy’s wer

position, determined on an immediate attack, T
which, although aware of the hazard of the |
enterprise, they determined to risk, as the | yj
stores in possession of the enemy were of the i
utmost importance to the armament of their e
squadron. The boats advanced cautiously up |
the Creek to within half a mile of the enemy, i
when parties were landed on either bank, who thi
advanced on the flanks of the gun-boats, toa
turning which opened the enemy’s boats full to | g4,
their view—It was at this juncture, when, by | .

some accident, a sixty-eight pounder carronade |
in the bow of the foremost gun-boat being  p..

disabled, it became necessary to pull her 4
round to bring the twenty-four pounder in her ..
stern to bear upon the enemy. The americans | .
taking this movement for the commencement ;‘Qm

of a retreat advanced with their whole force,

- : e
consisting of one hundred and fifty riflemen,

g g
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’]0’13‘!_": near two hundred indians, and a strong body chap.
o of militia and cavalry ; who after a short though X1
Qq‘d despergte contest, from which it was Impossi- 1814,
1 ble to effect a retreat, overpowered the british

f“”{;“_' party, consisting of about two hundred men,

fI“\- of which, it is said, eighteen were killed and

el fifty wounded. Captain Popham in his official

whi despatch to sir James L. Yeo, on this affair,
:E’F'%”I??V acknowledged with the warmest gratitude, the

Wit~ humane exertions of the american officers of

U the rifle corps, commanded by major Appling,

i in saving the lives of many of the officers and

i men, whom the american soldiers and indians

I were devoting to slaughter.

attacs The american forces concentrated at Buffa-

ol Joe, Black Rock, and other places, on the
51t Niagara frontier, under the command of major
de  general Brown, in momentary expectation of
the co-operation of the squadron on lake
usly ) Ontario, were ready at the end of June, to
aeli  invade Upper Canada. On the morning of the
third July, the enemy embarked in boats and
batteaux, and effected a landing on the Canada
side, without opposition, with two strong bri-

(8 0

hent ' gades, under brigadiers Scott and Ripley, at
i two points on the shore above and below fort
it 2 Erie, each about a mile distant from that post,
pil ¥ then under command of major Buck, of the Sth
aii¥ regiment. This officer had been active in

putting fort Erie in a state of defence, and with
a small detachment of about seventy men was
left in charge of it, more with a view of caus-
il ing a temporary check to an invading force,




192

chap, than for the purpose of defending it againsta | g
XIX. pegular siege, \Vhlph was not 1nte_nde_d. It s.knjt
7o would have been impossible to mamntain fort [ i
" Erie, for any length of time, against the over- o
whelming force of the enemy, but a resistance first,

of even a few hours, might have been of mate- oot

rial consequence, and have enabled general o
Riall to repell the invasion at the outset. The 100
able dispositions which had been made by the i
forces under that officer, along the Niagara | ol
line, by the direction of lieut. 'genel_"al Drum- i
mond, who had anticipated an invasion at thg: ¥ oo
point where it commenced, were such, that A
the least impediment to the progress of the 1o
invaders, would have enabled general Riall to [,
have concentrated his troops, and to fall upon i
and disperse the enemy, before they could have | 4,
time to be prepared for an effectual resistance. ol
Under these circumstances, it was a matter of |
regret, that fort Erie was tamely surrendered I

to the enemy, without firing a shot or making b
even a shew of resistance. The americans after .

the acquisisition of this important post, advanc- e

od with confidence in the afternoon of the ensu- il
ing day,to the plains adjacent to Chippawa,and | 4,
were making preparations to carry that post, 'y,
when general Riall, to anticipate their design, il
having collected his forces, marched on the: ¥ 1.,
evening of the fifth, from his lines, and gave 0T
them battle. The enemy had much the advan- |,/
tage in numbers and fought with determined .-
bravery. Hisrightrested on some buildings and (The
orchards on the brink of the Niagara, and was |,

[
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i | Strongly supported by artillery. His left waschap.
-« | skirted by a wood, with a considerable body of XI*.
amff“. indians and riflemen in front, The militia and J5;;
im indians engaged the enemy’s 1"iﬂemen,' who, at

i | 108t checked their advance, but being sup-

L:; ported by the arrival of light troops, consisting

puleh

T' of the light companies of the Royal Scots and
w1k 100th regiment, with the 2d Lincoln militia,

\b” under lieut. colonel Pearson, they were dis-
-I‘}ﬂg"“ lodged after a very sharp contest. Two light
i S

.| lwenty-four pounders and a howitzer were
WU brought into action against the enemy’s right,
bBY  which was also engaged by the King’s regi-

" ment, while the Royal Scots and 100th regi-
iall 0 ment, after deploying with the utmost steadi-
I‘”PU“ ness, opened a heavy fire upon his left and
e advanced to the charge, with the most intrepid
iante.i gallantry, under a destructive fire. In this
fer o

. attempt they suffered so severely that it was
et found necessary to withdraw them and desist
mﬂli{“@ from a contest, which, from the great superi-
WalL  ority of the enemy’s numbers, must have been
! unavailing. General Riall accordingly fell back
89% " upon Chippawa in the evening, and to prevent
Wy the enemy from occupying Burlington Heights,
ups by a forced march, as intended, threw such
{88 reinforcements as he could spare into forts
| o George, Niagara, and Mississaga, and retired
gt to Twenty-mile Creek, on the route to Burling-
¢’ ton, where he prepared for a vigorous stand
em¥  against the progress of the enemy to that post.
ng#  The American squadron was not, however,
wi® ready to appear upon the lake during these
VOL. 11 R

g
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geeurrences ; a circumstance peculiarly fortu-

XIX. pate, as their appearance would have so em-

11, boldened their army, far superior in numbers

to the british, as probably to have led to the
reduction of forts George and Niagara. The
militia, under lieut. colonel Dickson, who was
wounded, behaved with gallantry. The british
lost six officers and one hundred and forty-two
men killed, and twenty-six officers (among them
lieut. col. the marquis of Tweedale, severely)
and two hundred and ninety-five men wound-
ed, and one officer and forty-five men missing.
The enemy stated their loss at sevenly men
killed, and nine officers and two hundred and
forty men wounded, and nineteen missing.

The enemy, after this affair, gradually advanc-
ed along the Niagara, and occupied Queenston,
from whence he made demonstrations upon
forts George and Mississaga, but finding lieut.
col. Tucker, who had been left in command of
those posts, on the alert, and determined to
make a resolute defence, he desisted from fur-
ther attempts to carry them.

General Brown, finding a stouter resistance
than he expected, fell back upon Queenston,
from whence, on the 25th of July, he retreated
with his whole force upon Chippawa, having
previously set fire to the village of St. David’s.*
-—'Elis_. it would seem, however, was contrary to the orders and in-
structions of the general commanding, who, in general orders, ex-
pressed his displeasure at the circumstance, and desired lieut. calonel
Stone, commanding at that village, to retire from the army in conse-
quence of his conduct. This officer was afterwards dismissed the

service on account of this business, without a hearing.—The vil-
lage of Long Point, was also reduced to ashes by these incendiaries.
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General Riall immediately put his advance in -y
motion, and was moving on to support it, when
the enemy wheeled about with a view of over- 1812,
powering his forces, before they could be
assisted by the reinforcements which were
expected to join him. General Drummond,
with lieut. col. Harvey, had that morning arriv-

ed at fort George, from York. The proceed-
ings which immediately succeeded his arrival,
cannot be more concisely and clearly explained
than in his own official despatch, after the bat-

tle of Lundy’s Lane, whichis quoted as the
best relation to be found, of that hard fought
action :—

“T embarked on board his Majesty’s schooner Netley, at
York, on Sunday evening, the 24th instant, and reached
Niagara at day-break, the following morning. Finding from
lieutenant colonel Tucker that major general Riall was
understood to be moving towards the falls of Niagara, to
support the advance of his division, which he had pushed
on to that place, on the preceding evening, 1 ordered lieut.
colonel Morrison, with the 89th regiment, and a detachment
of the Royals and King’s, drawn from forts George and
Mississaga, to proceeed to the same point, in order that,
with the united force, I might act against the enemy (posted
at Street Creek, with his advance at Chippawa) on my
arrival, if it should be found expedient. I ordered lieut.
colonel Tucker, at the same time, to proceed on the right
bank of the river, with three hundred of the 41st, and about
two hundred of the Royal Scots, and a body of indian war-
riors, supported (on the river) by a party of armed seamen,
under captain Dobbs, royal navy, The object of this
movement was to disperse or capture a body of the enemy,
which was encamped at Lewiston. Some unavoidable
delay having occurred in the march of the troops, up the
right bank, the enemy had moved off previous to lieutenant

i iy sn

-




Chap.
XIX.

1814.

196

colonel Tucker’s arrival. I have o express myself satisfied
with the exertions of that officer.

¢ Having refreshed the troops at Queenston, and having
brought across the 41st, Royals, and Indians, I sent back
the 41st and 100th regiments to form the garrisons of the
forts George, Mississaga, and Niagara, under lieutenant
colone! Tucker, and moved, with the 89th, and detach-
ments of the Royals and King’s, and light company of the
41st, in all about 800 men, to join major general Riall's
division at the Falls.

% When arrived within a few miles of that position, I
met a report from major general Riall, that the enemy was
advancing in great force. I immediately pushed on, and
joined the head of lieutenant colonel Morrison’s celumn,
just as it reached the road Jeading towards the Beaver Dam,
over the summit of the hill at Lundy’s Lane. Instead of
the whole of major general Riall’s division, which I expected
to have found occupying this position, I found it almost in
the occupation of the enemy, whose columns were within
600 yards of the top of the hill, and the surrounding woods
filled with his light troops. The advance of major general
Riall’s division, consisting of the Glengary Light Infantry,
and incorporated militia, having commenced their retreat
upon fort George, I countermanded these corps, and
formed the 89th regiment and the Royal Scots detachments,
and 41st light companies, in the rear of the hill, their left
resting on the great road ; my two twenty-four pounder
brass field guns a little advanced in front of the centre on
the summit of the hill ; the Glengary Light Infantry on the
right, the battalion of incorporated militia, and the detach-
ment of the King’s regiment on the left of the great road ;
the squadron 19th Light Dragoons in the rear of the left, on
the road. I had scarcely completed this formation, whea
the whole front was warmly and closely engaged. The
enemy’s principal efforts were directed against our left and
centre. After repeated attacks, the troops on the left were
partially forced back, and the enemy gained a momentary
possession of the road. This gave him, however, no
material advantage, as the troops which had been forced
back formed in the rear of the 89th regiment, {ronting the
road, and securing the flank. It was during this short
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interval that major general Riall, having received a severe Chath
wound, was inlercepted as he was passing to the rear, by XIX.
a party of the enemy’s cavalry, and made prisoner. In the w~v
centre, the repeated and determined attacks of the enemy 1814.
were met by the 89th regiment, the detachments of the
Royals and King’s, and the light company of the 41st regi-
ment, with the most perfect steadiness and intrepid
gallantry, and the enemy was constantly repulsed with

very heavy loss. In so determined a manner were these
attacks directed against our guns, that our artillerymen
were bayoneted, by the enemy, in the act of loading, and

the muzzles of the enemy’s guns were advanced within a

few yards of ours, The darkness of the night, during this
extraordinary conflict, occasioned several uncommon  inei-
dents: our troops having for a moment been pushed back,
some of our guns remained for a few minutes in the enemy’s
hands ; they were, however, not only quickly recovered,

but the two pieces, a six pounder and a five and a half inch
howitzer, which the enemy had brought up, were captured
by us, together with several tumbrils ; and in limbering up
our guns at one period, one of the enemy's six pounders
was put, by mistake, upon a limber of ours, and one of our
six pounders limbered on one of his; by which means the
pieces were exchanged ; and thus, though we captured two
of his guns, yet, as he obtained one of ours, we have
gained only one gun.

“ About nine o’clock (the action having commenced at
six) there was a short intermission of firing, during which it
appears the enemy was employed in bringing up the whole
of his remaining foree, and he shortly afterwards renewed
hig attack, with fresh froops, but was everywhere repu'sed,
with equal gallantry and success. Aboul this period the
remainder of major general Rialls division, which had been
ordered to retire, on the advance of the enemy, eonsisting
of the 103d regiment, under colonel Scot ; the head-quarter
division of the Royal Scots, the head quarter division of
the 8th (or King’s ;) flank companies 104th ; some detach.
ments of militia, under lieutenant colonel Hamilton, in-
specting field- officer, joined the troops engaged ; and T placed
them in a second line, with the exception of the Royal Scot,
and flank companies 104th, with which I prolonged my
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front line on the right where [ was apprehensive of the
enemy's out-flanking me. The enemy’s efforts to carry the
hill were continued until about midnight, when he had
suffered so severely from the superior steadiness and dis-
cipline of his Majesty’s troops, that he gave up the contest,
and retreated with great precipitation to his camp, beyond
the Chippawa, On the following day he abandoned his
camp, threw the greatest. part of his bagrage, eamp-equip-
age, and provisions into the rapids ; and having set fire to
Street’s Mills, and destroyed the bridge at Chippawa, con-
tinued his retreat in great disorder towards Fort Erie. My
light troops, cavalry, and indians, are detached in pursuit,
and to harrass his retreat, whieh, I doubt not, he will
continue until he reaches his own shore.

¢ The loss sustained by the enemy, in this severe action,
cannot be estimated at less than fifteen hundred men,
ineluding several hundreds of prisoners left in our hands ;
his two commanding generals, Brown and Scott, are saidto
be wounded ; his whole force, which has never been rated
atless than five thousand, having been engaged, Enelosed,
| have the honour to transmit a return of our loss, which
has been very considerable. The number of troops under
my command did not, for the first three hours, exceed
sixteen hundred men ; the: addition of the troops, under
colonel Scott, did not increase it to more than two thousand
eight hundred, of every description.”

Gieneral Drummond received a severe wound
in. his neck, from a musket ball. He, however,
concealed the circumstance from the troops,
and remained on the ground, cheering on his
men until the close of the action. Lieut. cok
Morrison, of the 89th regiment; lieut. colonel
Pearson, captain Robinson, of the King’s regi-
ment, (commanding the militia,) and several
other officers were severely wounded. The
bravery of the militia, in this desperate conflict,
is said to have been beyond all praise, as
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o attested by a variety of authorities, and by none §iar
tavl more warmly (to the writer’s knowledge) than

by lieut. colonel (now lieut. general,) Sir John 1814
Harvey, himself no. idle spectator on the
occasion.— Nothing could have been more
awful and impressive than this mid-night eon-
test. The desperate charges of the enemy
were succeeded by a deathlike silence, intey-
rupted only by the groans of the dying, and the
dull sounds of the falls of Niagara, while the ad-
verse lines were now and then dimly discerned
through the moonlight, by the gleam of their

?’f arms. These anxious pauses were succeeded
‘wfﬂ,l by a blaze of musketry along the lines, and by

a repetition of the most desperate charges from
the enemy, which the british, regulars and
militia, received with the most unshaken firm-
ness. The american loss, by their own state-
ment, amounted to one hundred and sixty rank
and file killed, including twelve officers; and

bt five hundred and seventeen wounded, meluding

fifty officers, among them generals Brown and
re W Scott. The command of the american forees,
e, 10 the absence of generals Brown and Seott,
cmn  Wwho retired for the recovery of threjr wounds,
wai  devolved upon greimral Ripley. The enemy
Jizm.'- rerreat‘c(_l, on the 27th, with his whole force to
s qut Erie, and ih;‘@w up intrenchments in lhc_
T nelghbourhooq of that fort to secure himself
chf against the british, who_lmmt?d]ate[y invested
i‘d- j  their works. General Gaines, inthe mean time,
[;c‘m’; proceeded from Sacket’s Harbour, and assum-

# ed the command at Fort Erie.
Al
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On the 1st of August, the american fleet
sailed from Sacket’s Harbour, and after looking
into Kmrrsmn, proceeded for the head of the
lake; from whence he soon returned to port,
upon finding the army far from being in a state
to co-operate, cooped upat Fort Erie, and
incapable of holding any direct communication
with the naval force on lake Ontario.

The successful result of an enterprise by
captain Dobbs, of the royal navy, in capturing,
in the night of the 12th of August, with his gig
and some batteaux, (conveyed over land from
the Niagara river,) two of the enemy’s schoon-
ers, the Ohio and Somers, lying close to Fort
Erie, for the purpose of flanking the approaches
to the fort, each mounting three long twelves,
with complements of thirty-five men, gave spirit
to the army. Geneml Drummond, after recon-
noitering the enemy’s position, determined to
storm the american intrenchments. He accord-
ingly opened a battery on the morning of the
thirteenth, and on the ensuing day, fmdmcr that
a material effect had been prOtlll( ed upon ' their
works, he made the necessary preparations for
an assault. Three columns were, in the night
of the fourteenth, put in movement: one under
the command of lieut. colonel Fischer, of De
Watteville’s regiment, consisting of the 8th and
De Wattville’s regiments, the flank companies
of the 89th and lUOth regiments, with a de-
tachment of artillery ; another under lieut. eol.
Drummond, of the 104th regiment, consisting
of the flank companies of the 41st and 104th
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regiments, and a body of seamen and marinesc nap
under captain Dobbs, R. N., and the tlnrd
under colonel Scott, of the 103d regiment, 1814,
consisting of his own regiment, ‘Sllpp()ll(,d by
two companies of the 10_\[115. The first of
these columns was ordered to attack and
turn the left of the enemy’s intrenchment,
on the side of Snake Hill, while the two
other columns were to attack the fort and the
right of their intrenchments. Col. Fischer’s
(,oiumn had gained the point of attack two
hours before da}lwht and the head of the
Lolumn had actually gained pOs::eS%i(JIl of the
enemy’s batteries, but the column of support,
in marching too near the lake, entangled them-
selves between the rocks and the water, and
were, by the repulse of the flank companies of
the King’s regiment, (which, for want of timely
support, was LOlIlpL“ti d to retire upon them,)
thrown into utter confusion, and suffered most
severely by the fire of the enemy. The two other
columns advanced as soon as the firing upon
lieut. col. Fischer’s column was. heard, and at
the same moment stormed the fort and intrench-
ments on the right, and after a desperate resist-
ance succeeded in making a lodgment in the
fort, through the embrasures of the demi-bas-
tion. The enemy took to a stone building,
which they maintained, with determination,
for upwards of an hour and a half, against the
guns of the demi-bastion, which the assail-
ants had turned against them, until some am-
munition, under the platform on which the guns
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chap. Were placed taking fire, (whether accidentally _‘ﬂsl‘ﬁ
XIX. or by design, is not well understood,) a tre- af.”“,
is12, mendous explosion ensued, by which almost all F‘en
the troops who had entered the fort were dread- 9
fully mangled. An immediate panic seized the he ¢
troops, who could neither be rallied by the sur- ¥
viving officers, nor persuaded that the explo- his 1
sion was accidental. The enemy after having | "’]‘“
repulsed lieut. col. Fischer’s column, had or- o
dered reinforcements from the left and centre ;“
of their lines, to the assistance of the fort, who, of d
taking advantage of the darkness and confusion reil
of the moment, pressed forward with a heavy sear
and destructive fire, and compelled the assail- Thi
ants to retire from the works they had so bk
gallantly carried. ’ Str
In this assault, the loss of the british was Wea
severely felt. Colonels Scott and Drummond, ‘ Hor
fell, while storming the works, at the head of ol
their respective columms. Four officers and pro
fifty-four men were returned as killed, and g
twenty-four officers and two hundred and ]
eighty-five men wounded. The missing were iy
reported at nine officers and five hundred and ot
thirty men, afterwards ascertained to have been | men
principally killed. The american statement of  fliy
their own loss, makes it eighty-four in killed 5355
wounded and missing. indi
General Drummond was reinforced a day ted
or two after this assault, by the arrival of the  lis
6th and 82d regiments, from Lower Canada. n
This reinforcement was, however, no more o

than barely sufficient to supply the recent |l
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casualties, and the general did not, with t}
small force under his command, deem it expe-

1€ Chap.
XIX.

dient to hazard a second attempt to recover [0

Fort Erie, but, by continuing its investment,
he cut off all communication with the adjacent
country, and in compelling the enemy to draw
his resources from his own country rendered
the occupation of that post, for the remainder
of the campaign, of no service to the invaders.

Michillimakinac, contrary to the expectation
of the enemy, had, early in the spring, been
reinforced with a detachment of troops and
seamen, under lieutenant colonel M‘Douall.
This officer proceeded by way of the Notta-
wasaga river, and after having, for several days,
struggled against the ice and tempestuous
weather, which, at this season, agitates Lake
Huron, arrived at his destination on the 18th
of May, with his open canoes loaded with
provisions and stores for the relief of the
garrison.

From Michillimakinac, lieutenant colonel
M‘Douall dispatched lieutenant colonel M*Kay,
of the indian department, at the commence-
ment of July, with a force of six hundred and
fifty men (of which 120 were Michigan Fenci-
bles, Canadian Volunteers and officers of the
indian department, the remainder indians) to
reduce the postof Prairie du Chien, on  the
Mississippi. Mr. M<Kay arrived at that place
on the 17th July. Here he found the enemy
in occupation of a small fort, situated on a
height, with two block-houses, mounting six

1814
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Chap. pieces of cannon, and in the middle of the
XI1X

1814.

- Mississippi, immediately in front of the fort, a

D

large gun-boat mounting fourteen pieces of
small fuul]m\ Mr. MKay sent a flag of truce,
demanding an immediate surr ender. ~ This
being refused he‘ opened a fire from one gun,
upon the anum\ ’s gun-boat, with such eﬂect,
after an action ofthmc, hours, as to compel her
to cut her cable and run down the stream,
where she took shelter under an island. In
the evening of the 19th, having thrown up his
bu,(ut W 011\:, at the dlStdl’lLG of four hundred
and fifty yards, he was prepared toe open a
cannonade upon the enemy, with a single gun
which he had mounted for the purpose, when
the enemy hoisted a white flag and sent an
officer to acquaint the besiegers of their sur-
render, who immediately took possession of
the garrison. The enemy’s force consisted of
three officers and 71 men. The reduction of
this post, which was effected without the loss
of a single man, was of the utmost importance
to the british traders, and effectually secured
the british influence over the indian tribes of
of the West.

The enemy, upon ascertaining that Michilli-
makinac had been reinforced, fitted out an
expedition which was put under the command
of lieut. col. Croghan. A detachment of this
force, under the command of major Holmes,
an unfeeling miscreant, proceeded to Saint
Marie’s, where, after plundering the whole of
the stores belonging to the North West Com-
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pany, they reduced the buildings to ashes.*—

The main body after it had be enJomcd by this -
detachment consisted of about nine hundred
men. This force effected a landing near the
fort of Michillimakinac, on the 4th of August,
in the forenoon ; but the spirited opposition
which it experienced from the handful of men,
under lieutenant colonel M‘Douall, was such
as to compel them to re-embark, leaving
seventeen men dead on the shore, among
them major Holmes.

Though the enemy had failed in this attempt,
to carry l\I](‘lll“lln'lklthIC, they kept their smal
cruisers in'the nc,scrhhomhood so asto inter-
cept all supplies dcﬂmml for the garrison.
Two of these vesselsithe Tigress and Scorpion
were carried, (the tormer on the evening of the
3d, and the latter in the morning of the 5th of
\eptemhm, by a small party of seamen, under
lieutenant W o;sloy, R:N.,Jand & party of
soldiers, under lieutenant Bulger, of the
Royal Newfoundland regiment. They carried
each a long twenty-four pounder on a pivet,
with cmnplemcms of thirty-two men. After
their capture, Michillimakinac was left un-
molested.

During these events in Upper Canada, lieut.
general sir John Coape Sherbooke, then lieut.
governor in Nova Scotia, was successfully

Lt thesel

¢ [tis related among other traits of 'their eruelty, th
\::;mds. having made use of a horse all the day n carrying
der, tied him whilst harnessed in the cart, to a dwelling-hot
they set on fire, and amused themselves in admiring the

efforts of the poor animal to extricate itself from the flam
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engaged in reducing a very populous and
extensive portion of the enemy’s territories,
adjacent to the province of New Brunswick.
He detached a small force from Halifax, under
lieutenant colonel Pilkington which, with the
Ramilies, commanded by sir Thomas Hardy,
took possession, on the 11th July, of Moose
Island in Passamaquoddy Bay, the garrison at
fort Sullivan, consisting of six officers and
eighty men, under the command of major
Putnam, surrendering themselves prisoners of
war. On the 26th of August, sir John C.
Sherbrooke having embarked at Halifax, the
whole of his disposeable forces on board of
ten transports set sail, accompanied by a
small squadron, under rear admiral Griffiths
for Castine, on the Penobscot river, where he
arrived on the 1st September, and took pos-
session of the batteries at that place; the
enemy, finding it impossible to retain the post,
having previously blown up the magazine and
retreated with the field pieces. The United
States’ frigate Adams, had some days previous
to the arrival of the british at Castine, run into
the Penobscot and for security had gone up as
far as Hamden, where her guns had been
landed and a position taken, with a view of
protecting her. Captain Barrie, of the Dragon,
with a suitable naval force, and six hundred
picked men, under the command of colonel
John, of the 60th regiment, were detached up
the river, for the purpose of obtaining posses-
sion or destroying this vessel. The enemy,
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who at first offered a spirited resistance, after

setting fire to the frigate, fled in all directions,
upon finding the british resolutely advancing
against their positions. Several pieces of
ordnance and three stand of colours fell into
the hands of the british, whose loss amounted

to no more than one man killed and one officer

and seven men wounded.
After the capture of Castine, lieutenant col.

Pilkington was despatched with a brigade of

troops for Machias,which was taken possession
of on the 11th September by that officer ; the
detachment in Fort O‘Brien, having, on the
approach of the british, precipitately retreated
from the fort, leaving twenty-six pieces of
ordnance, with a quantity of small arms and
ammunition.  Lieut. colonel Pilkington was

on the point of marching into the interior of

the country, when he received a communica-
tion from lieutenant general Brewer, com-
manding the district, engaging that the militia
forces within the county of Washington, should
not bear arms or serve against his britannic
Majesty during the war. This, with a similar
offer made by the civil officers and principal
inhabitants of the county, brought on a cessa-
tion of arms. By these judicious measures a
populous extent of territory, stretching one
hundred miles aleng the sea coast, including a
valuable tract of country, partly separating
New Brunswick from Lower Canada, submit-
ted to the british arms without effusion of blood
or waste of treasure.
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Among the casualties in advance’along the
lines on the Montreal frontier, in the eourse of
the present summer, the death of captain

Mailloux deserves to be remembered. This

brave canadian had been remarkably vigilant
.d was of essential service in watching the
wvements of the enemy. He fell, while on a
reconnoitring party, into the hands of the enemy,
who had laid in ambush for him. He received
several balls through the body, of which he
laneuished some days, receiving, however, the
sreatest attention from the american surgeons,
: well as from those of the british, who were
dlowed by the enemy to cross the lines to
attend him. The body, after his decease, was
sent to the lines, escorted by a party of the
ymerican military, with the honors of war, and
very mark of respect for the: memory of the
deceased.
';‘l_‘,...',l,]tr\ ,]_\ E‘ s hae ".1' f ]
T'he arrival at Quebee, ot a strong remiorce
ment of sixteen thousand men, of the Duke of
BE L1 o ap ¥ f, h.‘ G v ' J }_
Wellington’s army, from the traronne, I uly
and August, determined Sir George Prevost,
to invade the state of New York, by the way
of Lake Champlain.* The flotilla at Isle-aux
+ The following general order, issued at Montreal, on the 23d of
August, 1814, shortly after their arrival, gave great offerice to the offi-
.evs of the division of the army pointed at, and made Sir George
t, very unpopular in it, many of them making no scruples in
ing theirconvictionof his inadequacy for the pesitionin which
placed, and their determination to disregard the general
, as a piece of pelilesse :—
¢ Heap Quarrers, Montreal, 23d Augnst, 1814.
¢ General Order.—The commander of the forces has observed in

the dress of several of the officers of corps and departments lately
wdded to this army, from that of Field Marshal the Duke of Welling=
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Noix was necessary to co-operate with the chap.
land forces, and the commissary general and XX
quarter-master general, in order to expedite 155
the new frigate, the Confiance, were directed
to suspend every other branch of the public
service which interfered with its equipment.
Sir James L. Yeo was urged, by the comman-
der of the forces, early in August, to put this
division of his command into an effective state,
for the contemplated service. In answer to this, |
he was acquainted by the commodore, that the
squadron on lake Champlain was already ninety
men over complete. Thisofficer at the same
time superseded captain Fisher, who, with
much exertion, had almost prepared the flo-
tilla for active service, appointing captain
Downie, from the lake Ontario squadron, in
his stead.

The commander of the forces, disappointed
in not receiving a reinforcement of seamen
from lake Ontario, applied to admiral Otway
and captain lord James O‘Brien, then at Quebec,
who furnished a strong reinforcement from
their respective ships, the Ajax and Warspite,
for the service of the flotilla.

ton, a fanciful variety inconsistent with the rules of the service, and
in some instances, without comfort or convenience, and to the pre-
judice &f the service, by removing essential distinctions of rank and
description of service.

 His excellency deems it expedient to direct that general officers
in charge of divisions and brigades, do uphold his Majesty’s com-
mands in that respect, and only admit of such deviations from them
as may be justified by particular causes of serviceand eclimate, and
even then their uniformity is to be retained.

# Commanding officers are held responsible that the established
uniform of their corps is strictly observed by the officers under their
command, ‘“ Ep. Bavynes, adjt.-gen,”
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Sir George Prevost having sent 10 Upper
Canada, a brigade of troops under major gene-
ral Kempt, who was authorised to make a des-
cent upon Sacket’s Harbour, before the elose
of the season, if such a measure should be
thought practicable, concentrated his army
between Laprairie and fort Chambly, under
the immediate command of major general De
Rottenburgh. Although the flotilla was scarcely
ready to co-operate, finding that a strong divi-
sion of the enemy’s forces under general Izard,
had marched from Plattsburgh, to reinforce the
iroops at fort Erie, he, in order to check the
advance of this division, put his army in move-
ment and crossed the lines at Odelltown, on
the 1st of September. On the third, he ad-
vanced and occupied Champlain Town, which
the enemy abandoned upon his approach.

From this point, the whole british force
marched on the fourth, in two columns, by
parallel roads upon Plattsburgh, through a
woody country. The column marching by the
western. road, (more elevated and on drier
ground than the road next the lake, which was
Jow and swampy,) commanded by majors gene-
rals Power and Robinson, was smartly oppos-
ed by the enemy’s militia. It, however, drove
the enemy back upon Plattsburgh on the dixth,
and opened the way for the left brigade, com-
manded by major general Brisbane, by Dead
Creek, a strong position, upon the border of
lake Champlain, which the enemy had oecu-
pied in force, after destroying a bridge over
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the stream, which, in this place was not forda- Chap
ble, having so distributed their gun-boats, (ten i):,
1 number, six of whieh carried each one long 1311,
twenty-four, and an eighteen pounder carron-
ade, the others a long twelve each,) as to take
the british in flank, on their approach. The
american squadron, consisting of the ship Sara-
toga of 26 guns ; brig Eagle, 20 guns ; schooner
Ticonderoga, 17 guns ; and the cutter Preble,
of 7 guns, lay anchored in the Bay, then within
reach of the protection of three batteries and
redoubts, on a ridge of land on the south of
the Saranac river. This position being turn-
ed, the enemy fell back wpon their redoubts
beyond the Saranac, keeping a vigilant out-
look upon the fords of the river, with strong
picquets of light troops. On the seventh, the

o, the heavy artillery being brought forward, eli-
b for gible situations were chosen to place them in
s, b battery, when it was observed that the squa-
tough dron had changed their position from that of the
o by preceding day, and were anchored out of reach
on 0 of their own, as well as of the british batteries.
hich v The commander of the forees had previously
s gex acquainted captain Downie, (who was moving
¢ ) gradually up the lake, with his ﬁotll]a,:‘“ hlm_selt
o, in the Conhanctj, rather unprepared for action,
he it with a erew entirely strangers to her officers,)
Jo, 0 of the position of the american squadron ; and
by Dt that the attack, by land and water, might be
o simultaneous, he deferred an attack upon their
ld 0eC * Consisting of the Confiance,36; Linnet, 18; Chub, 10; Finch,
|EP ot 10 ; 12 gun-hoats, 16 guns.
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Chap. Works until the arrival of the squadron. This Wep

XIX. pesolution, it is said, was adopted with the Rote

i1 unanimous concurrence of the general officers the
present. The escape of the enemy’s fleet to ing
the narrow channels, at the head of the lake, his
might render it impracticable to engage them app
there, with any prospect of success: a final whe
decision of the naval ascendency, on the lake, fet
at the present juncture was, therefore, of the S
utmost importance to the ulterior operations of indi
the army, and the expediency of sucha mea- note
sure was universally acknowledged, particu- oft
larly as the strongest confidence prevailed in hea
the superiority of the british vessels, their the
weight of metal, and in the capacity and expe- ads
rience of their officers and crews ; and as the -
commander of the forces was informed by an Wi
officer of his staff, who had been dispatched to Ca
captain Downie, that he (capt. D.) considered Wit
himself, with his own vessel alone, (the Confi- Al
ance) a match for the whole american squa- the
dron. At midnight, on the 9th September, Sir in
George Prevost received a communication from wh
capt. Downie, stating that he was prepared for e
service, and proposed getting under way with lay
his squadron the same night, at twelve o’clock, shir
with the intention of doubling Cumberland ,
Head, at the entrance of Plattshurgh Bay,) -
about day-break, and engaging the enemy’s e
squadron, if anchored in a position to justify the.
such a measure. The troops, at dawn of day, e
were under arms, but there being no appear- but

ance of the fleet at the expected hour, they nd
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were sent into quarters.  Sir George wrote acChap.
note to captain Downie, acquainting him that XP-
the army had been held in readiness that morn- T34
ing for the expected arrival, and expressing
e his hopes that the wind, only had delayed the

ke approach of the squadron. The brave Downie,
‘Im“ who, to the noble and manly virtues charae-
'[‘Hi‘- teristic of his profession, united the nicest
0 (0t

sense of honor, is said to have been fired with
indignation at the reflection contained in the
note. No communication subsequent to that
of the 9th was, however, received from him at
head-quarters. At dawn of day, on the 11th,
the wind being observed to be favorable for the
advance of the squadrom, the troops were put
under arms, and at seven o’clock its approach
was announced by the scaling of the guns of
Confiance, which rounded Cumberland Head
with a leading breeze, leaving the other vessels
and gun-boats far in her wake. At 8 o’clock
the whole fire of the enemy’ssquadron, moored
in line, was directed upon the Confiance,
which moved gallantly into action without
- returning a shot, (captain Downie intending to
lay his ship athwart hause of the enemy’s largest
ship) until within two cable lengths of the
american line, when, having two anchors shot
away and the wind bafiling, she came to
anchor, and opened a destructive fire upon
the enemy. The Linnet and Chub, some
time after, took their stations at a short distance,
but the Chub having had her ecables, bowsprit,
and main boom shot away, became unmanage
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Chap. able and drifting within the enemy’s line was

XIX.

e~
1814.

obliged to surrender. Shortly after the com-
mencement of the fire from the Confiance, her
gallant commander fell, and the command of
the squadron devolvedg upon captain Pring of
the Linnet. The Confiance, after the fall of
captain Downie, fought for some time most
gallantly, under the command of lieutenant
Robertson, but was compelled to strike her
colours to the enemy’s ship, the Saratoga,
which at one moment had slackened her fire,
several of her guns being dismounted: she,
however, cut her cable, winded her larboard
broadside so as to bear on the Confiance,
which, being much shattered in her hull and
injured in her rigging, endeavoured in vain to
effect the same manceuvre. The Finch struck
on a reef of rocks, to the eastward of Crab
Island, early in the action, and was of no ser-
vice in the engagement. The Linnet only
remained ; but captain Pring finding that the
gun-boats had shamefully abandoned the object
assigned to them, and were flying from the
scene of action, while not a hope remained of
retrieving the disasters of the day, his men
falling fast, was compelled, reluctantly, to
give the painful orders to strike his colours.
The fire on both sides proved very destructive,
from the light airs and the smoothness of the
water: the british loss in killed and wounded
was one hundred and twenty-nine, of which
three officers and thirty-eight men were killed,
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and one officer and thirty-nine men wounded
on board of the Confiance.

The batteries on shore were put into opera-
tion against the enemy’s line of fortifications,
as soon as the enemy’s ships commenced
firing. As the approach to the front of their
works was rough and exposed to a fire of grape
and musketry, as well asto a flank fire from a
Block-house, a column of assault, under major
general Robinson, was ordered to move by the
rear of their bivouacs, the better to conceal
their movements and cross a ford previously
reconnoitred some distance up the Saranac;
thence to penetrate through a wood to a clear
space of ground, in the vicinity of the enemy’s
position, where the necessary preparations
might be made to carry their works by assault,
on their reverse front.

The second brigade, under major general
Brisbane, was so distributed as to create a
diversion in favor of the column, under major
general Robinson, which, through the mistake
of the guides, had been led upon a wrong
path and missed the ford. Before the error
could be rectified by a countermarch, shouts of
huzzah, were distinctly heard by this column,
in the direction of the american works. To
have carried these fortifications would have
been no difficult task for the brave troops com-
posing either column, but their attainment, after
the loss of the squadron, could not have been
attended with any permanent advantage. Or-
ders were, therefore, sent to general Robinson,

Chap.
XIX:
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(who upon hearing the shouts had halted and
sent to Head-Quarters to ascertain the cause,
and to receive such further orders from the
commander of the forcesas were necessary) 1o
return with his column. The loss of the
squadron gave the enemy the means of convey-
ing their troops to such points as might be
leemed expedient, and the numerous rein-
‘orcements which crowded in, gave them a
lisposeable force, whose superiority in num-
hers was such that a delay of a few hours
night have placed the british in a critical
<ituation. So circumstanced, the army indig-
nant at being obliged to retire before an enemy
their inferior in discipline and remown, fell
back upon'Chazy, in the evening, with little
molestation from the americans. On the ensu-
ing day they continued their retreat towards
the lines, bringmg away such of the ordnance
and commissariat stores as had not been injured
by the rain, ‘which, from the commencement
of the invasion and during the retreat of the
army, hadbeen almost incessant. The loss of
stores was prodigious.*

* The reader may take an interest in perusing the accounts given
by the respective commanders of the british and american forces, at
Plattsburgh. on the events of the day alluded to, exceedingly humiliat-
ing as they were, and are, to every british subject taking an interest
ifi the sucaessof his country and the honor of its arms. The style of
the american general Macomb, different from that of most general
orders of that time, by officers of the United States” army, is free of
the easconade, and vaunting which generally characterised them;and
on the whole, soldier like and patriotic,as the reader will perceive i—

« Heap Quarters, Plattsburgh,
« State of New York, Sept. 11, 1814.
«« My Liord—Upon the arrival of the reinforcements from the

Garonne, I lost no time in assembling three brigades on the frontier
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- Thus terminated the luckless and humiliat- chap.
ing expedition to Plattsburgh, with the loss of XX-
the squadron, (the  gun-boats, owing to the 14,

{ i of Lower Canada, extending {rom the river Richelieu to the St. Law-
rence, and in forming them into a division, under the. command of
major general De Rottenburg, for the purpose of carrying .into effect
his royal highness the Prince Regent’s commands, which had been

A conveyed to me by your lordship, in your dispatch of the 3d June last.

¢ As the troops concentrated and approached the line of separation

- between fhis* province and’the United States, the american army

Al abandoped its entrenched camp on the river Chazy, at' Champlain—a

position I immediately seized, and occupied in force on the 3d instant.

I'he following day the whole of the left division advanced to the vil-
lage of Chazy, without meeting the least opposition from the enemy:

¢ On the 5th it halted within eight miles of this place, having sur-
mounted the difficulties created by the obstrnctions in the road from
the felling of trees, and the removal of bridges. The next day the

division moved upon Plattsbuxgh, in two columns, on parallel roads 3

the right column led by major-general Power’s brigade, supported by

four companies of light infantry and a demi-brigade, under major-
general Robinson ; the left by major general Brisbane’s brigade.

¢ The enemy’s militia, supported by his regulars, attempted to im-
pede the advance of the right column, but they were driven before it
from all their positions, and the column entered Plattshurgh.—This
rapid movement having reversed the strong position taken up by the
enemy at Dead Creek, it was precipitately .abandoned by him, and
/his gun-boats alone left to defend the ford, and to prevent our restor-
ing the bridges, which had been imperfectly destroyed, an.inconve-
nience soon surmounted.

# Here 1 found the enemy. in the occupation of an elevated ridge of
land, on the south branch of the Saranac, .crowned with three strong
redoubts and other field works, and block-houses armed with heavy
08 ordnance, with their flotilla at anchor out of gun-shot from the shore,
consisting of a ship, a brig, aschooner, a sloop,and ten gun-boats.

# 1 immediately communicated this circumstance to capt. Downie,
who had been recently appointed to command the vessels on lake
Champlain, consisting of a ship, a brig, two sloops, and twelve gun-
boats, and requested hig co-operation, and in the mean time batteries
were constructed for the guns brought from the rear,

# On the morning of the 11th our flotilla was seen over the isthmus
which joins Cumberland-head with the main land, steering for Platts-
burgh bay. I immediately ordered that part.of the brigade under
major-general Robinson, which had been brought forward, consisting
of four light-infantry companies, 3d batt. 27th and 76th regiments,
and major-general Power’s brigade, consisting of the 3d, 5th, lst
batt. 27th, and 58th regiments, to force the ford of the Saranac, and

* T'he reader will observe that the despatch is dated at © Plattsburgh ;*°
but, from the above expression, it would seem to have been written in Ca-
nada. Though of little moment, this gave rise to some comment:
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chap. misconduct of the officer in command, excépt-
XIX. ed,*) and five hundred men of the land forces
1814, in killed, wounded, and missing.

advance, provided with scaling ladders, to escalade the enemy’s
works upon the heights : this force was placed under the, command
of major general Robinson. The batteries opened their fire the in-
stant the ships engaged.

¢ It is now with deep concern I'inform your lordship, that notwith-
standing the intrepid valour with which capt. Downie led his flotilla
into action, my most sanguine hopes of complete success were, not
long afterwards. blasted, by a combination, as appeared to us, of
unfortunate events, to which naval warfare is peculiarly exposed.

 Bcarcely had his Majesty’s troops forced a passage across the
Saranac, and ascended the height on which stand the enemy’s works,
than I had the extreme mortification to hear the shout of victory from
the enemy’s works, in consequence of the british flag being lowered
on board the Confiance and Linnet, and to see our gun-hoats seeking
their safety in flight. This unlooked for event depriving me of the
co-operation of the fleet, without which the further prosecution of the
service was become impracticable, I did not hesitate to arrest the
course of the troops advancing to the attack, because the most com-
plete success would have been unavailing, and the possession of the
enemy’s works offered no advantage to compensate for the loss we
must have sustained in acquiring possession of them.

“ T have ordered the batteries to be dismantled, the guns withdrawn
with the wounded men who can be removed, to be sent to the rear, in
order ‘that the troops may return to Chazy, to-morrow, and on the
following day to Champlain, where I propose to halt until 1 have
ascertained the use the enemy propose making of the naval ascen-
dancy they have acquired on lake Champlain.

“ I have the honor to transmit herewith returns of the loss sustain-
ed by the left division of this army in its advance to Plattsburgh, and
in forcing a passage across the river Saranac.

‘I have the honor, &e. (Signed) * Georce PrevosT.”
“ To the Earl Bathurst, &ec., &c.”
“ HEap QuarTERS, Plattsburgh, Sept. 19, 1814.

{« General Orders.—The governor general of the Canadas and com-
mander in chief of the british forces in North America, having invad-
ed the territories of the United States, ‘with the avowed purpose of
conquering the country as far as Crown Point and Ticonderoga, there
to winter his forces with a view to further conquest, bronght with
hima powerful army and flotilla—an army amounting to fourteen
thousand men, completely equipped and accompanied by a pumerous
train of artillery and all the engines of war—men who had conquered

* This gentleman, lieut. Rayot, soon after his disgraceful flight
from the naval action at Plattsburgh, disappeared, while under arrest,

preparatory to his trial by a naval court martial, and was struck from
the navy list.

T
mor
b

in Fr
of the
army
Qeter

ende:
from
clam
plaic
Inter
{rom
burg
ral a

Heat
fully
but t
hours
lies &
in f
satisf
poste
Intens
the
ing
fime
wor
and
kill

Was
Vel
L‘E

fort
lieg
tor
fact




219

0y The  unfortunate result of  this expedition cpap,
fones mortified the army, which felt itself disgraced XIX.
in being compelled to retire before an enemy g4

in France, Spain, Portugal, the Indies, and in various other parts
of the globe; and led by the most distinguished generals of the british
army ; a flotilla also, superior to ours in vessels, men and guns—had
determined at once to crush us both by land and by water.

“ The governor general after boasting of what he would do, and
endeavouring to dissuade the loyal inhabitants of the United States,
from their allegiance by threats and promises, as set forth in his pro-
clamations and orders, fixed his Head Quarters at the village of Cham-
plain, to organise his army and to settle the government of his
itended conquests. On the second day of the month, he marched
from Champlain, and on the 5th, appeared before the village of Platts-
burgh,with his whole army, andthe 11th, the day fixed for the gene-
ral attack, the flotilla arrived.

“ The enemy’s flotilla, at 8 inthe morning, passed Cumberland
Head, and at 9 engaged our flotilla at anchor in the bay, off the town,
fully confident of crushing in an instant, the whole of our naval force,
but the gallant commodore Macdonough, in the short space of two
hours, obliged the large vessels to strike their colors, whilst the gal-
ofthe lies saved themselves by flight.—This glorious achievement was
- in full view of the several forts, and the american forces had the
satisfaction of witnessing the victory. The british army was also so
posted on the surrounding heights, that it could not but behold the
interesting struggle for the dominion of the lake. At the same hour
the fleets engaged, the enemy opened his batteries on our forts, throw-
ing hundreds of shells, balls and rockets, and attempted at the same
time to cross the Saranac, at three different points, to assault the
works. At the upper ford he was met by the militia and volunteers,
ik and after repeated attempts was driven back with considerable loss in
;",‘, killed, wounded and prisoners. At the bridge near the village, he
b was repulsed by the picquets and the brave riflemen under capt. Gro-
venon, and lieuts. Hamilton and Riley, and at the bridge to the town,
he was foiled by the guards, blockhouses, and the artillery of the
forts served by capt. Alex. Brooks, capts. Richards and Smyth, and
lieuts. Mountford, Smith and Cromwell. The enemy’s fire was re-
turned with effect from our batteries, and by sunset we had the satis-
faction to silence seven batteries which had been erected, and to gee
his column returning to their camps, beyond the reach of our guns,

¢ Thus beaten by land and by water, the governor general with-
drew his artillery and raised the siege, at 9 sent off his heavy bag-

gage, and under cover of the darkness retreated with his whole army
towards Canada, leaving his wounded on the field, and a vast quan-
tity of bread, flour and beef which he had not time to destroy, besides
a quantity of bombshells, shot, flints, and ammunition of all kinds
which remain at the batteries and lie concealed in the ponds and
rivers, As soon as his retreat was discovered, the light troops, volun-
teers and militia, were in pursuit, and followed as far as Chazy, cap-
turing several dragoons and soldiers, besides covering the escape of

/'\
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chap. they had been accustomed to undervalue. The
XIX. paval commander in the Canadas, Sir James
2. L. Yeo, in his official letter to the admi-

ralty, attributed the loss of the lake squadron,
to the misconduct of the commander of the
forces. Of captain Downie, it has been said
that he was hurried into action, before his ship
was in a state to meet the enemy, and that the
commander of the forces failed to give the
promised co-operation to the fleet, by not

hundreds of deserters, who continued still to be coming in. A violent
storm and continual fall of rain prevented the brave volunteers and
militia from further pursuit.

¢ Thus have the attempts of the invader been frustrated by a regu-
lar force of only fifteen hundred men, a brave and active body of mili-

tig of the state of New York, under gen. Mooers; and volunteers of

the respectable and patriotic citizens of Vermont, led by gen. Strong
and other gentlemen of distinction. The whole not exceeding two
thousand five hundred men.

« The british force being now either expelled ot captired, the ser-
vices of the volunteers and militia may be dispensed with.

« (Gen. Macomb cannot, however, permit the militia of New York,
and the volunteers of Vermont, to depart without carrying with them
the high sense he entertains for their merits. The zeal with which
they came forward in defence of their country, when the signal of
danger was' given by the general, reflects the highest lustre on their
patriotism and spinit. Their conduet in the field has corresponded
with the landable motives which led them into it. They have deserv-

ed the esteem of their fellow citizens and the warm approbation of

their commanders. They have exemplified how speedily american
citizens can be prepared to meet the énemies of their country. In fes-
tifying his sense of the merits of the troops, the general canmot but
express his sorrow and regret, for the loss of some brave and virtuous
cifizens; and for those who have been wounded. The loss, no doubt,
will be keenly felt by their friends and countrymen, butat the same
time it will be borne with that fortitude and resignation whieh be-
come good citizens and good christians.

« The affection of the general will accompany his brave associates
inarms; wheresoever they may go, nor will anything give him more
pleasiire than opportunities of testifying to them individually, by ac-
tions as well as words, the high regard he cherishes for them.

s The general, in the name of the United States, thanks the volun-
teers and militia for their distinguished services, and wishes them a
happy return to their families and friends.

i ALEX. Macoms.”
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'EJ‘TT" commencing an assault on the batteries, upon g,
o a signal given by the Confiance, in consequence XIX.

% of which the whole attention of the enemy was g,

i directed against the fleet. That if the land

o batteries had been assaulted in time, the ame-

% rican fleet would have been compelled to leave

i the bay, when they might have been attacked

o by the british squadron on the open lake, to

e much more advantage. On the other hand, it has

y been urged that captain Downie, so far from

being hurried into action, entertained the fullest
confidence in the superiority of his squadron,
and that he felt equally certain of success,
whether he should meet the enemy on the lake
or attack them in Plattsburgh Bay. That there
was no signal agreed upon between the com-
mander of the land forces and captain Downie ;
and that the circumstance of his scaling the
guns was considered by the former as no more
than the usual precaution before the commence-
ment of a naval action.* That the storming of
the works on shore could not have been of any
service to the british squadron, asthe american

* Capt. Pring, inhis official despatch relating to this action says,~
‘“ In consequence of the earnest solicitation of Sir George Prevost,
for the co-nperation of the naval force on this lake, to attack that of
the enemy who were placed for the support of their works at Platts-
W burgh, which it was proposed should be stormed by the troops at the
same moment that,the naval action should commence in the bay,
every exertion was used to accelerate the armament of the new ship,
that the military movements might not be postponed at such an ad-
vanced season of the year, longer than was absolutely necessary.’’
Capt. Pring, who was the next senior officer after the death of capt.
Downie, being tried by a court martial in England, appointed to
enquire into the circumstances of the loss of the squadron on lake
Champlain, was, with the officers under his command, honorably
Pt acquitted.
T 2
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ships during the action, were moored out of
range of the land batteries. That it would have
been imprudent to have carried the american
batteries before the naval ascendency should
have been decided, as the enemy’s squadron,
after such an event, by retiring to the narrows
in the lake, before the british squadron should
have beén off Plattsburgh, to intercept their
vetreat, might have secured themselves against
every future effort to attack them to advantage.
Amidst the contradictory relations of facts and
diversity of opinions, which have been given
from respectable authority, spectators of the
event, it is difficult to say what were the grand
errors which occasioned the failure of the
expedition to Plattsburgh, or whether it may
not be considered as one of those misfortunes
incidental to warfare, which human prudence
can neither foresee nor prevent. It is confi-
dently asserted of captain Downie, that he
thought himself with his single ship, the Con-
fiance, as previously mentioned, a match for
the whole american squadron, and when we
advert to the circumstance of his having gone,
as it were, singly into action, while the other
vessels, particularly the gun-boats, in his squa-
dron, were far in his wake, there is room to
believe that this gallant officer fell a victim to
a fallacious confidence of success, which, after
consecrating his life to it, we cannot but
respect.

The decease of sir George Prevost, before
a military court martial could investigate the

ol



223

charges preferred against him, renders it impos- chap.
sible to pronounce with any authentic certainty X*-
on the absolute propriety of his conduct, or the T511.
contrary, on that expedition: but it seems to

be generally admitted by those who are sup-
posed most capable of forming a correct opinion

on the subject, that after the loss of the
squadron his situation, in the enemy’s country,
must have been extremely precarious ; and that
although he might without any great exertion
have carried all the enemy’s works at Platts-
burgh, their momentary occupation, which
would have cost him some blood, would have
been utterly useless. It has been asserted,
however, that his great error lay in delaying
all attempts to carry the enemy’s works by
storm until the arrival of the fleet, for which
he ought not to have waited. How this may
have been we cannot determine.

The enemy, at Fort Erie, on hearing the
result of the expedition to Plattsburgh, and
aware that the british in their neighbour-
hood had not been recently reinforced, made
a sortie, in the afternoon of the seventeenth of
September, and attacked the british lines,
extending through a thick wood, with their
whole force consisting of upwards of five
thousand men. At the onset they gained some
: advantage, having from the thickness of the
weather (the rain pouring in torrents) succeeded
in turning the right of the british line of picquets
without being perceived, and after a warm
y 02 contest, obtained possession of two batteries.
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were sent forward, who drove the enemy from
“~~ the works, of which they had gained posses-
sion, and pursued them to the wla(:is of Fort
Erie, whither they retired with precipitation,
with the loss (by their own accounts) in killed,
wounded and missing, of five hundred and
nine men, including eleven officers killed and
twenty-three wounded. The british loss
amounted to three officers and one hundred
and twelve men killed, seventeen officers and
one hundred and sixty-one men wounded, and
thirteen officers and three hundred and three
men missing ; making a total of six hundred
and nine officers and men.

General Drummond, after this affair, finding
his troops encamped in a low situation, now
rendered very unhealthy by the late constant

rains, growing sickly, raised the investment of

fort brlc, ,md fell back upon Chippewa, on the
evening of the 21st of September, without
molestation by the enemy.

Sir James L.Yeo, after much exertion, com-
pleted the Saint Lawrence, a new ship of 100
guns, and on the 16th October, sailed from
meston for the head of the lake, with a rein-
forcement of troops and supplies for the army,
commodore Chauncey having previously retir-
ed to Sacket’s Harbour, on hearing that the
british squadron was prepared for the lake.
General Brown, finding the american squad-
ron incapable of co-operating with him, came
to the resolution of evacuating Fort Erie,which
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he accordingly did, on the 5th November, after coap.
calling in his out- -posts and  destroying' the -
whole works at that post, and retiring across preery;
the Niagara to his own territory, leavmcr the
i wearied inhabitants of the U pper Province,
il once more in repose.

' The american army evinced throughout the
the present campaign, a character and i 1mprov-

Jog ed state of discipline far beyond what might
red have been expected from such raw mate-
$ rials. The barbarous conduct of a few ma-
ad rauders, who occasionally made incursions into
hre the western parts of Upper Canada disgraced,
dred however, the reputation which their regular
army had acquired in the estimation of the
fing british, ever ready to acknowledge merit in a
0w generous enemy. The villages of Dover, and
fant Port Talbot were destroyed by these ruthless
it of barbarians, in the course of the summer; hul
e the devastation which marked the course of ¢

tho horde of mounted brigands from kcnluckv

under brigadier general \I’ Arthur, in the month
o of 1\0wmbu 0\(‘({([0'5 every thing :—The
il country t]notwh which they passed was given
it up to indiscriminate ])l{illll( r—the settlements
o were reduced to ashes, and the miserable inha-
bitants were left to perish with cold and hun-
ger. This band of ruffians was arrested in its
progress, on attempting to cross the Grand
River, by a party of the 103d regiment and a
few indian warriors, and their speedy retreat
4 before a party of the 19th light dragoons saved
them from exemplary chastisement. They
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made good their retreat to Detroit, whence they
had set out on this excursion.

The troops and embodied militia, in the
lower province, were sent 1nto winter quarters,
on the 10th of December. General Drum-
mond and Sir James L. Y eo, after the campaign
had ended in Upper Canada, came down to
Montreal to concert measures with the com-
mander of the forces, forthe ensuing campaign,
in the event that the negociations then in pro-
gress at Ghent should not terminate in a peace.
The creation of a naval force on Lake Huron,
in the ensuing season, was determined upon
by these officers, as a place affording much
greater security for the construction of vessels
than Lake Erie, where the enemy, possessing
the dominion of the Lake, could at any time
destroy them.

The House of Assembly met on the 2lst
January.* Mr. Panet having been called up to
the legislative council, L. J. Papineau, Esq.,

* The new assembly consisted of the following members :—

County of Quebee, Peter Brehaut and Louis Gauvreau ; County of
Montreal, James Stuart and Augustin Richer ; Lower Town of Que-
bec, Pierre Bruneau and Andrew Stuart ; County of Hertford, Frs,
Blanchet and Féréol Roi; County of Orleans, Charles Blouin ; County
of St. Maurice, Etienne Leblanc and Rémi Valliéres; County of
Hampshire, Frangois Huot and George W. Allsopp ; County of Sur-
rey, Pierre Amiot and Etienne Duchesnois; Borough of William
Henry, Robert Jones ; County of Dorchester, J. Thomas Tasche-
reau and John Davidson ; Borough of Three Rivers, Chas. Richard
Ogden and Amable Berthelot: County of Warwick, Ross Cuthbert
and Jacques Déligny; County of Effingham, Joseph Malbeeuf and
Samuel Sherwood; County of Huntingdon, Austin Cuvillier and
Michael O’Sullivan ; West Ward, City of Montreal—J. Louis Papi-

i neauf and James Fraser ; East Ward, Montreal —Saveuse de Beaujeu

t By some mistake the initials of Mr. Papineaw’s christian names,
stand in the journals of the assembly J L., whereas they, as he himself
sign# them, ought to be reversed and stand L. J.
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thr was elected speaker of the assembly.t The chap
- -militia act. was revised and amended by admit- XI*-
1 ting substitutes. A grant of new duties upon g5,
Moy tea, ‘strong spirits, and on goods sold at auction,
i was made to his Majesty, to supp¥ ‘the wants
piin of the province. One thousand pounds were
1 granted for the encouragement of vaccine
oo inoculation, upwards of eight thousand pounds
Wi, were appropriated for the improvement of
e the internal communications of the proviace,
i) and a further sum of twenty-five thousand
- pounds for the purpose of opening a canal from
i Montreal to Lachine. A bill was also intro-
it duced to grant a salary to the speaker of the
itk house of assembly of Lower Canada, to enable
e him to support the dignity of his office during
P the present parliament.” "The salary was a
thousand pounds currency. A similar, bill pur-
A suant to a message from the governor, was also
B

and George Platt; County of Redford, Henry Georgen; County of
ESG‘. York, Eustache N. L. Dumont and William Forbes; County of Nor-

b thumberland, Thomas Lee and Etienne C. Lagueux; County of
Leinster, Denis B. Viger and Jacques Lacombe ; County of Corn-
wallis, Joseph L. Borgia and Jos. Robitaille ; County of Kent, Joseph
Bresse and Noél Breux ; County of Devon, Frs. Fournier and Jogeph
F. Couillard Després ; Upper Town of Quebec, Jean Ant. Panet and
Claude Dénéchau; County of Buckingham, Frangois Bellet and
James Stuart; County of Richelieu, S. Cherrier and F. Malhiot ;
County of Gaspé, George Brown.

t The following vote of thanks was passed by the assembly, to
Mr. Panet:—

“ Resolved, nemine contradicente, that the thanks of this house be
voted to the honorable Jean Antoine Panet, esquire, late speaker of
this house, for his steady, impartial, and faithfal discharge of that
high and impertant station, during twenty-two years, by supporting,
on every occasion, the honor and dignity of the house, and the rights
and privileges of the people,

* Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do transmit the thanks of this house to

ey the honorable Jean Antoine Panet, esquire.”
himed

~
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assed, granting a like salary 1o the speaker
of the legislative council.  This bill, however,
for what reason it does not appear, did mot
pass that house. The former bill being re-
served for the royal sanction was confirmed in
the course of a subsequent administration.

The assembly, among other matters, came to
2 resolution that it was expedient toappoint an
agent in Great Britain for the purpose of
soliciting the enactment of laws, and for trans-
acting such public matters as might, from time
to time, be commiited to his care, for the good
of the province. This resolution was commu-
nicated to the legislative council, where, in
opposition to the measure it was resolved, that
the governor of the province was the only
fit and constitutional channel, between the
legislative bodies of Lower Canada and his
Majesty’s government in Great Britain : they,
therefore, did not concur in the message of the
assembly. The further consideration of this
matter was then referred to a select committee,
which reported on the subject as follows :—

¢ The necessity that the colonies should have an agent,
will appear evident, il it be considered that each branch of
the colonial Jegislature has™a right to petition the branches
of the imperial legislature ; a right which is common to all
his Majesty’s subjects. ~Although the governor may trans-
mit the petitions of the respective branches of the legislature,
{0 the foot of the throne, he cannot, without much difficulty
and inconvenience, transmit those to the house of Jords and
house of.commons, and he could not support them himself
before those houses, nor solicit the passing of laws, ner
conduct many affairs which can only be conducted by a
person resident himself in Great Britain. By whom then
can this be done, unless by an agent resident therein ?

hig

ing
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“The: colonial legislature would, otherwise, in certain Chap.
cases, be deprived of the right of petitioning, and always xix
restrained in its exercise ; which would also be the case w~~
with respect to the imperial legislature, in the exercise of its 1815.
undeniable privilege of receiving and hearing petitions from
the colonies—a thing not to be supposed : —and all measures
tending to deprive the colonies of that right of petitioning,

CAme | and the imperial parliament of receiving the petitions, would
il & be high infringements of the rights of the imperial parliament,
and of the rights of the colonial legislatures.

“ But a peculiar and pressing necessity exists that the
province of Lower Canada should have an agent resident in
ki Great Britain, to allay the uneasiness of its inhabitants ;

e 600 more especially at the present moment, inasmuch as they
e fear that gndca\_'ours are now making to prejudice against

: them the imperial government and the british nation, and to

CIt, I effect aehange in the free constitution which british wisdom
y tha has conferred upon them, by means of an union of the two
- gy Canadas, of which the language, laws and usages, totally
) e differ.—That uneasiness will cease whenever they shall
gt have an agent resident in England. The obstacles encoun-
d b tered by this house, in the prosecution of the impeachments
 they, against Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires, afford
additional reason for the nomination of an agent for the
province.”

08¢ 0
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Pursuant to this report an address was voted
to the Governor, praying he would be pleased
to represent to his royal highness the Prince
Regent, the desire of the inhabitants of this
province to have an agent, resident in the
United Kingdom, and, the expediency of
their having an agent so resident, and to pray
his royal highness to be pleased to give
instructions  to the governor of this province,
to recommend to the provincial legislature the
appointment of a provincial agent.

The assembly also adopted certain resolutions

YOL. Il U
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Chap. relating to the impeachments of the chief Jus-
*X tices, in the previous session, and which were
1815, still pending in England, whither, as already

mentioned, Mr. Sewell had proceeded to repel
them.*

Whilst the attention of the colonial legisla-
ture was engaged in these concerns, news of

+ « Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that the heads of
impeachment, by this house, in the name of the commons of the pro-
vince of Lower Canada, in parliament assembled, and of all the com-
mons of Lower Canada, against Jonathan Sewell, esquire, and James
Monk, esquire, for sundry high crimes and misdemeanors, are now
pending.

« Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that it is expedient to
persist in the nomination of a person as agent in behalf of the house
of assembly, for the purpose of forwarding and managing in England,
the impeachments exhibited by the house of assembly against Jona-
than Sewell and James Monk, esquires, and for soliciting from his
Majesty’s government, the measures that may be necessary to enable
the comamons of - Lower Canada, to prosecute the said impeachments
with effect.

Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that an humble address
be presented to his excellency the governor in chief, informing him
that his Majesty’s dutiful subjects, the commons of Lower Canada,
have unanimously declared, during the present session of the provin-
cial parliament, that they persist in the prosecution of the heads of
impeachment exhibited by the commons of this province during the
last session of the late provineial parliament, against Jonathan Sewell
and James Monk, esquires, and praying his excellency to forward to
his Majesty’s ministers the resolutions of this house, and the present
address, by which this house persists in declaring the said Jonathan
Sewell and James Monk, esquires, guilty of all the high erimes and
misdemeanors set forth in the s headsof impeachment exhibit-
ed against them, reserving to themselves the right of exhibiting fur-
ther and other heads of impeachment; and that this house persists in
nominating James Stuart, esquire, one of the members of the house of
assembly of Lower Canada, its agent for conducting and managing
the prosecutions to be instituted against them, if it shall please his
royal highness to permit the said impeachments to be submitted to a
tribunal competent to adjudge upon them, after hearing the matter on
the part of the impeachments,and on the part of the persons accused ;
and that this house, relying on the justice and wisdom of his royal
highness the Prince Regent, rests satisfied that its humble recourse to
the authority of his Majesty’s government, will not prove ineffectual,
but that at all times that authority will be exercised for the repres-
sion of such high public offences.”

e
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the treaty of peace was officially announced to Chap.

them, on the first of March, by a message from
the governor.

The embodied militia were disbanded, and
as a gratuity, the legislature granted eighty
days’ pay to the officers*  An annuity of six

* ¢ Adjutant General’s Office, 1st March, 1815.

“ GENERAL OrpERs.—His excellency the governor in chief and
commander of the forces having received official notification that a
treaty of peace and amity between Great Britain and the United States
of America, was ratified and exchanged at Washington, on the 17th
of February, and by which it is stipulated that all hostilities shall
cease immediately—he announces the same for the information and
guidance of the troops serving in British North America.

“ His excellency embraces the earliest opportunity that is afforded
him, of restoring to their domestic avocations the provineial corps
and battalions of embodied militia, whose gallant and patriotic devo-
tion to their country, has been so honorably evinced in their zealous
services, since the;commencement of hostilities, and his excellency will
not fail to represent to our most gracious sovereign, the zeal, courage
and loyalty that has been so conspicuously di: layed by all classes of
his brave subjects in both Canadas.

¢ The engagement of the corps of canadian Voltigeurs, terminating
with the war, that eorps is to march to Montreal, with all convenient
expedition, for the purpose of depositing its arms, accoutrements and
stores, and will there be disbanded, receiving twenty days’ full pay,
for every non-commissioned officer, drummer and private, in lieu of
rations, which are not to be issued. The officers to continue to
receive pay until further orders, butall garrison and field allowances
are to cease.

¥ The frontier light infantry and the battalions of embodied militia
will, in like manner, be disbanded and receive the same gratuity as
the voltigeurs.

“ The 1st battalion of embodied militia, will deposit theirarms, ac-
coutrements and stores, at Quebec—the 3d battn. at Chambly, the 2d,
Ith and 5th, or Chasseurs, at Montreal.

“ The corps of canadian voyageurs, is,in like manner, to be dis-
banded, and 1o cease to receive pay on the 24th inst. also, all provin-
cial drivers,and the troop of Dorchester light dragoons, under captain
Watson, and the corps of guides, under capt. Hebert, (who are held
responsible for the delivery of the arms and appointments committed
to their charge.)

¢ Major-general De Rottenburg, having received his excellency’s
instructions, will give the necessary orders for these arrangements
being carried into effect, in the left division.

“ All garrison and field allowances to the militia and militia staff,
will cease on the 24th instant.

XIX.

1815.
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chap. pounds was provided for such Voltigeurs and
XIX. Militiamen as had been rendered, during their
1815. Service, incapable of earning a livelihood. A

small gratuity was also made to the widows and
children of those who had been killed during
the war ; and the assembly in an address to
the Prince Regent, recommended that a_grant
of lands should be made to such Voltigeurs and
militia, as had served in defence of the province
during the late war.

The assembly as a mark of respect for the
character of the governor in chief, voted him
the sum of five thousand pounds sterling, for
the purchase of a service plate.* This measure

« The issueof rum to the troops is discontinued on the 24th inst.,
and is to be"granted only on particular occasions, on the special sane-
tion of general officers commanding stations and brigades.

¢ The establishment of regimental bat horses is cancelled : these
horses are to be delivered over to the commissariat to besold, on or
before the 24th inst., in the Lower Province, and 24th April, in Upper
Canada, when all allowances of forage for such horses will cease to be
1ssued.

« No forage tobe issued in kind, after the 24th of April, except to
the 19th light dragoons and such light artillery as may remain horsed.

¢t Major general De Rottenburg will cause the sleigh establish-
ment under the charge of lieut. Fennell, tobe disbanded—the horses
and sleighs delivered into the commissariat to be disposed of.

st The gun earriage establishment is no longer to be considered as a
separate branch of the engineer department—the appointment of maj.
Sinclair, royal artillery,to the superintendence of that duty is cancelled
on the 24th inst.

« Epwarp Baynes, adjt.-gen., N, A.”

* « Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that this
house entertains the highest veneration and respect for the character
of his excellency Sir George Prevost, governor in chief, whose admi-
nistration, under circumstances of peculiar novelty and difficulty,
stands highly distinguished for energy, wisdom, and ability.

« Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that this house,
representing the people of this provinee, anxiously desirous of express-
ing their gratitude to his excellency, for having, under providence,
rescued us from the danger of subjugation to our late implacable foe,
haveand do hereby unanimously give and grant a service of plate,

pet
but ¥
coun

purg
cour
Just
that
nex
diel
the
mel

ass




233

met with the approbation of the Prince Regent,
but was not carried into effect, the 10015latwc
council refusing their assent to a bill Tor the
purpose, sent up for their concurrence in the
course of the ensuing session. The assembly,

just before the close of the session, resolved

that the ‘house would, at the opening of the
next session, take into consideration the expe-
diency of granting a pecuniary compensation to
the hon. Jean Antoine Panet, for his long and
meritorious services as speaker of the house.

But the beneficence intended by the house of

assembly, was not carried into effect, owing to
the decease of Mr. Panet. His widow, how-
ever, received a pension in acknowledgment
of his services.

not exceeding five thousand pounds sterling, to his exeellency as a
testimonial of the high sense this house entertains of his excellency’s
distinguished talents, wisdom, and ability.

 Resolved, that itis the opinion of this committee, that for the bet-
ter carrying into execution the object this house has in view, for the
purchase of the service of plate for his excellenc y, the &]waku of this
h(lllst‘ be authorised to give directions to such persons in England, as
may be best able to execute the same, and that when so (‘ompl(‘lnd
the said service be presented to his excellency the governor in chief,
in the name and on the hehalfof the commons of his Majesty’s pro-
vince of Lower Canada.

¢ Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that an humble
.!(MI‘I'FS be presented to his excellency the governor in chief, to com-
municate the above resolutions, humbly praying that his excellency
will be graciously pleased to advance a sum not exce eding five thou-
sand pounds sterling, to the order of the speaker of this house, for the
object stated in the above resolutions, and that this house :.lolh engage
and hereby pledges itself to make good the said advance the next
ensuing session of this provineial parliament.”

These resolutions being presented to his excellency he answered :—
¢ Gentlemen of the house of assembly—I thank you for the favorable
opinion you have expressed of my services, and I will transmit to his
\‘[‘L;P\l\« s government your address, containing sentiments so gratify-
ing to my Ioehntrs in order that your munificence may be governed
hv the commands of his royal highness the Prince Regent.”
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Of the acts passed during the session, there
was one granting five hundred pounds to Joseph
Bouckette, esquire, the surveyor general of the
province, (a gentlemen of indefatigable indus
try in his line, and whose labours attest his
merit,) to assist him in publishing his geogra-
phical and topographical maps of Upper and

L

Lower Canada.* The speaker of the assembly,
in presenting, at the prorogation, the money bills
that had been passed, for his excellency’s sanc-
tion, addressed him in the following terms :(—

« May it please your excellency,— His Majesty’s dutiful
subjects, the commons of Lower Canada, have hastened to
bestow their most serious attention upon the several objects
connected with the public service, which it pleased your
excellency, at the opening and during the course of the pre-
sent session of the provineial parliament, to recommend to
their consideration. The measures which have appeared best
adapted to promote the common interests of his Majesty’s
subjects in this province, and those of his government,which
is obliged still to continue a great part of the expenses occa-
sioned by a state of warfare, have all, in as far as it depended
upon them, been adopted.

« With this view, a revenue act which was on the eve
of expiring, has been continued, and a new one passed.
Appropriations which will be deemed liberal, considering
the means of the colony, have been granted to his Majesty.

¢ The people of this province having followed whither-
soever the interest of his Majesty’s government, the voice

* While mentioning this zealous and distinguished canadian topo-
grapher, who died in 1841, it is but due to his son, Joseph Bouchette,
esq., toobserve, that following in the track of his father and improv-
ing upon his labours, he has recently produced a map of Canada and
neighbouring provinces, which, for correctness of delineation and
beauty of execution, is unmatched by any thing of the kind hitherto
published, and that it will probably be some time before any is pro-
duked to excel it. Towards the publication of this work also, an aid
was liberally voted Mr. Bouchette, by the legislature.
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of honor, the presence of the enemy, and your excellency’s Chap
commands and example have called them, now contribate, XIX.
by the voluntary gift of its representatives, to the expenses —~~
incurred  for the support of the war——provides some in- 1815
demnification to those of its citizens whom the love of their
king and country had induced to accept commissions in the
provincial corps, and whom the sudden return to peace will
deprive of employment, until they shall he able advantage-
ously to resume the exercise of the several professions which
they had abandoned—and affords relief to the families of
such of their countrymen as have fallen on the day of bat-
tle, and to those whose sufferings for life, from the honora-
ble wounds they bear, furnish living evidence of the zeal and
feelings which have animated his Majesty’s canadian sub-
jects in the defence of the rights of that empire to which it
is their glory to belong, and in the defence of that constitu-
tion which has been conferred upon them, to render them
the guardians of their dearest rights,

 The events of the late war, have drawn closer the bonds
which connect Great Britain and the Canadas. These pro-
vinces have been preserved to her under circumstances of
peculiar difficulty. At the epoch of the declaration of war,
this country was destitute both of troops and of money ; and
your excellency was at the head of a people in whom it was
pretended that half a century of repose had extinguished all
military spirit.

¢¢ Superior to prejudices which had but too generally pre-
vailed, your excellency has derived from the devotion of that
brave and loyal, yet unjustly calumniated people, resources
sufficient for disconcerting the plans of conquest devised by
a foe at once numerous and elate with confidence. Rein-
forcements were subsequently received ; and the blood of
the sons of Canada, has flowed mingled with that of the
brave soldiers sent to its defence. Multiplied proofs of the
efficacious and powerful protection of the mother country,
and of the inviolable loyalty of the people of this province,
strengthen their claim to the preservation, and free exercise,
of all the benefits which are secured to them by their exist-
ing constitution and laws.

¢ The pursuits of war are about to be succeeded by those
of peace.—It is by the increase of population, agriculture

/\
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and commerce, that the possession of this colony may be-
come of importance to Great Britain. The improvement of
ations, having a close connection with
the progress of the prosperity of the colony, it was with
livelv satisfaction that the house of assembly heard your
excellency recommend to their consideration that subject.
To second those views, and the desire so natural in your
excellency,of improving a country which you have so essen-
tially contributed to preserve to the empire, his Majesty’s
dutiful subjects, the commons of Lower Canada, have voted
large appropriations, in order to facilitate the opening of a
canal from Montreal to Lachine, to assist in the opening of
new roads, and to acquire such information as may enable
them hereafter to follow up and extend that plan of

improvement.
i The several acts relative to the objects which I have

detailed, and to which, in the name of the commons of
Lower Canada, I pray your excellency to give the royal
assent, are,” &c., &c.

Among the measures introduced this session,
was a bill for the appointment of commis-
sioners to examine the accounts of the receiver
general, and for counting the cash in the trea-
sury. On the other hand, that officer, Mr.
Caldwell, prescnted a petition to the assembly,
complaining of the insufficiency of his salary.
This bill was introduced by Mr. Lee, but fell
through. The same gentleman made also an
attempt this session, to carry a measure for the
improvement of the roads in the vicinity of
Quebec, by establishing turnpikes, which, how-
ever, the farmers and population in the sur-
rounding parishes being opposed to it, did not
succeed,

By a return laid before the assembly, of mar-
riages, baptisms and burials, in the districts of

pen
£3
184
ed.
den
alse
tion
of ¥
W2
built

T
the
24l

with
pose
have
whi
free

' Re
Tea
Jea



237

Montreal, Quebec and Three Rivers, during chap.
Xy 1814, they were ascertained to be as below.* XIX.
,‘ The revenues of thelast year,(1814)amount- (5>
ed to £204,550, currency, and expenditure to
£162,125, sterling, including £111,451 on ac-
count of military services, and £5,474 to Up-

per Canada, for its proportion of duties levied

in the Lower Province, in 1813.—The ex-
penses of the late general election came to
£339—(a trifle to those of the present time,
1847-8) and those of the legislature not includ-

ed in the above, to £3693, currency. Indepen-
dently of the expenditure just mentioned, is
also to be added £5,086, expenses of collec-

tion of the revenue for the year. The number

of vessels cleared out from Quebeec, in 1814,

was 184, bearing 38,605 tons, including seven

‘ built there, in all employing 1889 hands.

eie! The business of the session being concluded,

S0,
-

3

% the governor prorogued the parliament on the
“ 25th March, with the following speech :—
eIt ¢ Gentlemen of the house of assembly,—The liberality
sl with which you have provided for the advancement of pur-
bt poses of high public utility, has sufficiently shewn, that you
o have proceeded upon those patriotic and loyal principles,
ﬂ'LL_.L which dignify when they actuate the representatives of a
lord free people.
iy
i ho * Return of marriages, baptisms and burials in the districts of Mont-
i real, Quebec, and Three Rivers, as laid before the house, for the
he ¢ year 1814 :—
u]'l Marriages. Baptisms. Burials.
Montreal; < e sz i nemns 1727 7707 4601
Chiebdd, o ARV o 653 4045 2318
01“1[; Three Rivers,.......... 260 1565 976

richs Total,........ 2640 18317 7895
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% Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the
house of assembly,—You will have learned with satisfac-
ive of his Majesty, for the renewal of amity
with America, has been met by a corresponding disposition
from the government of the United States, and that a peace
haz ensued, which it may be permitted us to hope, will, by
its ultimate pn‘wiﬁion;-a and its permanence, compensate for
the evils of war to which it has given a termination,

« [ have now to inform you, that I have received the
commands of his royal highness the Prince Regent, to return
to England, for the purpose of repelling accusations aflecting
my military character, which have been preferred by the
late naval commander in chief, on the lakes in Canada ; and
while Itake my leave of you with regret, I embrace with
ecagerness the opportunity afforded me of justifying my
reputation.

« However intent on the subject which so unexpectedly
summons my attention, be assured I shall bear with me a
lively recollection of the firm support I have derived from
vou, and I shall be gratified at an early period, in represent-
ing personally to his royal highness the Prince Regent, the
zeal and loyalty evinced by every class of his Majesty's sub-
jects in british North America, during my administration,
their attachment to his august person and to his government,
and most particularly, the spirit and devotion manifested by
the people of the Canadas, inthe late contest with the
United States of America.”

Sir George Prevost accordingly departed
from Quebec, on the third of April, for Eng-
land, by way of St. John’s, (New Brunswick)
passing thither over the uninhabited country
between the St. Lawrence and the river St
John’s. On the day of his departure, he receiy-
ed farewell addresses from the citizens of
Quebec and Montreal, expressive of their satis-
faction with his administration. He was suc-
ceeded by Sir Gordon Drummond in the

government of Lower Canada, as administrator
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in chief, who arrived at Quebec on the same
day, a few hours after the governor’s depar-
ture, and assumed the command.

It was observed in the address from Mont-
real :—

¢ In your excellency's eivil administration, we have
seen conspicuously evinced, an anxious desire to dispense
equal justice to his Majesty’s subjects—to obliterate unjust
and impolitic distinctions between the inhabitants of this

province of different origin, and to unite them as members of

e community, with the same rights and interests, for the
promotion of their common welfare. Influenced by this
wise and just policy, your excellency has been enabled to

form a correct estimate of the character and disposition of

the population of Canada, and by reposing in the loyalty and
bravery of his Majesty’s canadian subjects that confidence
which they fully merited, your excellency has afforded
practical evidence of their devoted attachment to his M ajes-
ty’s government, and their capacity to yield it effectual
support.”

The address from Quebec was couched in
still more flattering terms :—

“ At the period of your excellency’s arrival in this coun-
try, on the eve of a war with America, you found the majo-
rity of its inhabitants irritated by the unfortunate effects of
misunderstandings of a long duration. Your excellency,
onsulting only the general welfare, by a strict adherence to
justice and a well-timed confidence, soon allayed every dis-
content, and rallied the whole population for the common
lefence. Under the happy influence of harmony thus res-
tored, the militia was assembled and trained, and an ex-
hausted treasury replenished. The additional means which
you thereby derived from the colony. committed to your par-
ticular care, enabled your excellency to extend the handful
of british troops at your disposal to the most distant parts of
the Upper Province, where the long meditated attacks of
the enemy were met at the outset, and his forces repeatedly
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overthrown with disgrace ;—the happy precursor of the fate
which awaited all his attempts on this province.

¢ If the smallness of the regular army with which your
excellency was left to withstand the whole eflorts of the
United States for two years, and the insufficiency of the
naval force of the lakes, have exposed his Majesty’s troops
to some reverses, it is nevertheless true, that under the aus-
pices of your excellency the british arms have acquired new
laurels amidst circumstances of extraordinary difficulty, un-
precedented in european warfare ; the name of the people
of this country has been rendered illustrious, and a vast
extent of territory protected from the ravages of war and

preserved to the empire.

« Your excellency’s name and services will ever be held
in veneration and grateful remembrance by the inhabitants
of Quebec. The whole province has assured you of its
gratitude, and the imperishable evidences of your excel-
lency’s merits, though they could not appease, will easily
overcome your enemies.”

These addresses, it is to be observed, were
principally from the inhabitants of french origin,
in the cities, few of the british participating in
the sentiments expressed in them. With these
he was exceedingly unpopular, as well as
with the army, both on account of his po-
licy, in the administration of the civil govern
ment, stooping to adulation, as they deemed
it, to propitiate the former, which gave rise
to no small disgust, now increased by the
recent unsatisfactory occurrences at Platts-
burgh, and the retreat. After this event, the
violence of the press in array against him,
particularly in Montreal, knew no bounds. He
was, in plain terms, reproached by it with hay-
ing, on that memorable expedition, sacrificed
the flotilla, and, as far as in him lay, disgraced
the army under his command.
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On the day of his departure from Quebec, chap
he issued a farewell general order to the X%

———

army serving in British North America.* fote

* i ApsuTaANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,
“ Heap QuarTERS, Quebec, 3d. April, 1815.

“ GENErAL Orpers.—His Excellency the commander of the

forces announces to the army serving in british North America, that
he has received the commands of his royal highness the Prince
Regént to return to England.
o2 ¢ In taking leave of an army he has had the honor to command from
the commencement of hostilities with the United States to the termi-
nation of the war, his Excellency has great satisfaction in expressing
his entire approbation and acknowledging the sense he entértains of
the zeal, courage and discipline that has been so eminently displayed
by this portion of his Majesty’s troops.

¢« 1t has fallen to the lot of this army to struggle through an arduous
and unequal contest, remote from succour, and deprived of many
advantages experienced in the more cultivated countries of BEurope ;
vet his Excellency has witnessed with pride and admiration, the
firmness, intrepidity and patient endurance of fatigue and privations,
which have marked the character of the army of Canada. Under all
were these ecircumstances, valour and discipline have prevailed, and
although local considerations and limited means have circumseribed
the war principally to a defensive system, it has, notwithstanding,
been ennobled, by numerous brilliant exploits, which will adorn the
page of future history. At Detroit and at the river Raisin, two
entire armies with their commanding generals were captured, and
greatly superior armies were repulsed. The several battles of
Queenston, Stoney Creek, Chateauguay, Chrystler’s, La Colle,
Lundy’s Lane, near the Falls of Niagara, and the subsequent opera-
tions on that frontier, will ever immortalize the heroes who were on

War &

_3.\' those occasions afforded the opportunity of distinguishing themselves.
deem? The capture of Michillimackinac, Ogdensburgh, Oswego, and Nia-
ou gara by assault, are trophies of the prowess of british arms. The
AR names of the respective officers who led his Majesty’s troops to these
R several achievments are already known to the world, and will be
b\ L transmitted by the faithful historian with glory to a grateful posterity.
Pl « Reviewing past events, it is with exultation bis Excellency
reflects on the complete success which has crowned the valour,
e, exertions, and perseverance of this gallant army, by terminating each
o 1 successive campaign in the defeat and discomfiture of all the enemy’s
8t S plans, in which the utmost energies of the government of the United
lld.“ f States have been exhausted in \'ﬂ.il’l efforts to accomplish his avowed
1 b object, the conquest of these provinces.
ith 2 it Lieut. general sir John C. Sherbrooke, and the :uFm{1 under his
acriﬁi" immediate orders, are entitled to the highest praise for the bravery
‘ and promptness displayed in the occupation of a large district of the
15\'93‘21‘1 enemy’s territory, and his Excellency requests that the lieut. general

YOL. II. X
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Great exertions were made by the advisers
of the late administration, to prepossess and

115, poison the mind of Sir George Prevost, on his

arrival in Canada, against those who had been
obnoxious to his predecessor. The letters in the
« Canadien,” constituting probably the pretend-
ed ¢ treasonable practices” imputed to them,
were pointed out to him as atrocious libels upon
the government, judges and other public func-
tionaries,which ought to preclude them from his
confidence and countenance. He, however,
wisely disregarded all attempts to prejudice
him in this way, taking by the hand, though
incurring no small odium for it, those who had
been recently marked as men of dubious loy-
alty, turning their influence with the country
to account of the king’s service, and conciliating
through them, their compatriots galled by recent

will accept his thanks for the cordial assistance he has at all times
afforded him.

i To lieut. general sitr Gordon Drummond, on whom the command
of the Canadas devolves, his Excellency’s best thanks are due, for
his unwearied exertions and support under circumstances of peculiar
difficulty :—To the general officers, general staff, and officers and
soldiers his Excellency feels himself highly indebted; and duly
appreciates their respective merits. To major general Baynes the
adjutant general, and major general sir Sidney Beckwith the quarter
master general, and to the officers of his personal staff, his Excellency’s
thanks are also due for the jndgment, alacrity and zeal evinced in the
discharge of their several duties.

« His Excellency has every reason to be satisfied with the conduet
and exertions of the public departments of this army, and he feels it
an act of justice to express particularly his approbation of the very
efficient manner in which the commissariat has been conducted,
under the zealous and judicious arrangements of commissary general
Robinson.

« His Excellency will have peculiar gratification in representing to
his royal highness the Prince Regent the services and talents of the
officers of this army, to the honourable survivors of which lieut. gen.
gir George Prevost offers the heartfelt tribute of his warmest thanks.”

“(Signed) Epwarp BAvYNEs, adjutant general, N. A.®

him
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events. A warm and unswerving friend to the
canadian population of french origin, he con-
fided in and liberally patronised them from the
commencement to the close of his administra-
tion, and they, it must be acknowledged, as
generously responded to his confidence in
them. No country or people ever exhibited
greater unanimity and patriotism than did the
people of Lower Canada, of both origins, in
the war of 1812, by the United States against
Great Britain—a stand the more to be remem-
bered by her government, as these colonies,
almost destitute of troops, wholly so of money,

and scarcely possessing even a sufficiency of

arms, and other munitions of defence, owing to

-the more imperious calls from other quarters,

upon the home government were, at the outset
of the war, in a manner left to their own action
and resources, and which they nobly exem-
plified, single-handed as it were, throughout

the first two campaigns. The principles of

loyalty and duty no doubt were deeply im-
planted in the bosom of the people, but he it
was, who exalted them into enthusiasm, and
inspired the mass with a spirit and a confidence
in their own exertions and a reliance upon his
wisdom, fitting them for the emergency, and
that bore them successfully through the con-
test. Whatever may be the opinion now estab-
lished of his talents, by the military world, the
impression which the inhabitants of french
origin, in Lower Cunada, universally retain of
him is that of a conciliating, wise, and able

N
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civil goyernor, and in all the relations of pri-
vate life, an amiable and estimable man.

It is due to the public and to the memory of
Sir George Prevost, to give some statement of
the proceedings with respect to that officer,
after his return to England, to account for his
military conduct at Plattsburgh, in September,
1814, at the instance of SirJ. L. Yeo, comman-
der of the naval forces on the lakes in Canada.
Some time after his arrival in England, he was
induced, by the promulgation of the sentence
of a naval court martial, assembled for the trial
of capt. Pring and the officers under his com-
mand, for the loss of the british squadron on
lake Champlain, in Plattsburgh Bay, reflecting
upon the conduct of the commander of the
land forces, to address a letter on the subject,
to his royal highness the Duke of York. In
this letter, he strongly protested against the
decision of the court martial, so far as it related
to him, as premature and unjust; his con-
duct and that of the army under his command,
not being properly the subject of their enquiry ;
and because their opinion must have princi-
pally relied upon the bare statement and asser-
tions of the parties whose conduct was in ques-
tion, without any other than ex parté testimony,

He complained of the peculiar injustice of this
prejudication of his conduct, aggravated by the
delay of his accuser to bring forward his accu-
sations; and solicited the interposition of his
royal highness with his Majesty’s government,
to compel him to produce his charges in due
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of

), r legal form, and proceed upon them, in order Chap
o that an opportunity might be afforded him of XX
met vindicating his character and conduct. A copy 1515
ofie of the charges (four in number,) given in by

for Sir James L. Yeo, in consequence of this re-

tehe monstrance, was, by the adjutant general of the

Tiing forces, transmitted from the horse-guards, on

% ok the 13th of September, to Sir George Prevost ;

e and to afford time for the arrival of the neces-

e Sary witnesses from Canada, the meeting of

ey the general court martial was postponed till the

sor twellth of January, 1816. In the meantime

ma  the health of sir George Prevost naturally of a

e delicate cast, and impaired in the course of

de  Service, became seriously affected from anxiety
e of mind and the fatigue he had experienced in
. . Disjourney on foot over the uninhabited country,
then covered with snow, between the rivers St.

qrzla\k Lawrence aqd S_aint John’s; anﬂ on _the 5th
o January he died in London, leaving a disconso-
o late family to regret his loss, rendered doubly
jmmc grievous by the reflections to which his memory
% was exposed, from his not having had an occa-
™ sion of clearing up his conduct at Plattsburgh.
,n_da:f:- Col. William Augustus Prevost, anxious for
N an opportunity to retrieve the injured reputa-
W% tion of his brother from the obloquy which the
@ want of an investigation of the charges prefer-
di*  red against Sir George Prevost, previous to his
5% decease, must have cast upon his memory ;
M8 in a letter addressed to his royal highness the

% commander-in-chief, after stating in the strong-
¥ est light, the distressing situation in which the
§.2
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Chap. family and relations of the deceased were
XIX. placed, requested that an investigation of his
Ts15. conduct might be ordered before a court ol

inquiry. A reference to the judge advocate
was made on the subject, who was of opinion
that such an inquiry could not be properly
made; and indeed the objections to an inves-
tigation after the death of a party, in such
an instance as the present, appear to be
insurmountable, the evidence before a eourt of
inquiry not being taken on oath, nor could any
proceedings with a view to afford public satis-
faction have had the desired effect, unless the
prosecutors (whose characters must also have
been considered to a certain degree at stake)
were allowed to come forward with the whole
weight of their evidence.

In consequence of this determination, lady
Prevost addressed a letter to the commander-
in-chief, representing to his royal highness,
in the most forcible terms, the painful dilemma
in which she was placed. She dwelt strongly
on the injustice sustained by the memory of an
injured officer, whose life had been devoted to
the service of his country, and whose exertions
in that service had been honored with the
frequent and unqualified approbation of his
sovereign and ‘his country,—Honors, which,
though the fruit of long and acknowledged servi-
ces, were now in danger of being blasted by
unproven and calumnious accusations. She.
therefore, solicited his royal highness to extend
his favor and protection ‘to herself and family,
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d‘_"‘:i and implored him to commisserate their multi- Ghap.
101 ) plied afflictions, and to endeavour to obtain XI¥
out from his royal highness the Prince Regent, a 757
i gracious consideration of their claims for such
opi marks of distinction as might be thought due to
nope the memory of the deccased. His royal
uime~ highness acknowledged the receipt of her
ns  ladyship’sletter, and assured her that he should
fo be glad to do any thing calculated to alleviate

her distress, but declined interfering with the
Prince Regent on the subject, before whom,
he was of opinion, it could only be regularly
submitted by his Majesty’s ministers.

Lady Prevost accordingly drew up a memo-
rial, which, with a statement of the military
occurrences at Plattsburgh, she submitted to
the Prince Regent through the ministers. His

i royal highness having taken the same into
nande consideration, was soon afterwards graciously

pleased, publicly to express the high sense he
entertained of the distinguished services of Sir
George Prevost, conferring at .the same time,
as a mark of his approbation, additional armo-
rial bearings on the arms of his family.*

* The preceding twelve pages were in type and ready for the press,

\\i[i‘, [ when E—“. conyersation with a friend, on the occurrences of the late
- war with the United States, the writer’s attention was directed by him
1 0l to the opinions expressed,at the time, by the duke of Wellington,with
Wi respect to the system to be pursued by Sir George Prevost, in defend-
Ry ine the Canadas; and to those .also in reference to his conduet after
rgd & the loss of the fleetat Plattsburgh : as well as to Mr. Alison’s remarks
it on those matters, in his history of FEurope. As they are very diflerent
st from the views entertained generally at that period, they are here in-
5 M troduced with much pleasure, for the reader’s perusal, and in justice to
the memory of a much injured officer, deserving, on the whole, (as the
(4 writer humbly opines) well of the country. Time, which  at last
! fim sets all things even,” will do its work. Few will question the autho-

/'\
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Cha rities here quoted, both eminent in their way. Flnn_ duke as a soldier 1 I
Xl\'.p‘ and the latter as an historian, are u‘uljl!‘ud to (:'rc[hl, and .[‘la\‘ti pro- commi
A+ nounced gvec connaissance de cause, in favor of the late Sir George «Y
“~~ Prevost, and posterity will scarcely set aside their verdict :— feeling
JRES. Extract from a letter to lord Bathurst, from lord Wellington, 10th undou
February, 1813 :— eSS &

& Tam glad to find that you are going to reinforce Sir George Pre- n ‘EL

vost, and I only hope that the troops will go in time, and that Sir u_'“
Georeze will not be mduced, by any hopes of trifling advantages, to higs
depart from a strong defensive system. He may depend upon it that Efl‘gk

he will not be strong enough either in men or means to establish him- ]]f !
self in any conquest he might make. The attempt would only !nu-
weaken him, and his losses augment the spirits and hopes of the ene- f!xe
my, even if not attended by worse consequences ; whereas, by the ey
other system, he will throw the difficulties and risk upon them, and i
they will most probably be foiled.”—Gurwood’s Despatches, vol. x., i
page 109. ]r:;
Extract from vol. x. of Alison’s History of Europe, (last edition.) .-;Ly

« Thus terminated the campaign of 1813, in Canada,—and though | thet

not uncheckered by disaster, yet was it upon the whole eminently | thee
elorious, both to the arms of Britain and to the inhabitants of her It
noble American colonies. The superiority of the enemy, both in that
troops and all the munitions of war, was very great: twenty thou- maéh
sand regular soldiers, besides as many militia, were at their disposal ; m”..;]

the vessels built on the ldkes were at their own door, armed from A':‘:e
their own arsenals, and manned by the picked men of their commer- ‘th

cial marine, now thrown almost utterly idle.—On the other hand, the o
whole british force did not exceed three thousand regular soldiers,who skt
were charged with the defence of a frontier nearly a thousand miles l[;u“

in length ; v ¥ . 2 r s : 2 = |

L - . . L . - . * _p”ge 648 cap.

¢« The wisdom of the measures adopted by Sir George Prevost, the War
vigour with which attack at all points was repelled, and the imposing sl
celerity with which a cautious defensive was converted, at its close, rug
into a vigorous offensive warfare, can never be sufficiently praised, bar

and justly place this campaign on a level with any in the long annals de g

of british glory.”—page 649. left
PLATTSBURGH EXPEDITION. the

i« To have carried the redoubts when the troops did get up, would ma

have been a bloody undertaking, though probably certain of success, ™=

and would have formed a set-off at least to the naval disaster; but Sir !
George Prevost, deeming his instructions not to expose the troops fon
under his command to unnecessary or useless danger, to be impera- \‘”"
tive,* being of opinion, that after the command of the lake was lost, Che

no further advance into the american territory was practicable, and :g;a]
e ey

* « You will take care not to expose his Majesty’s troops to being cut Wi g

off; and guard against whatever might commit the safety of the force | e
placed under your command *—Lord Buathurst’s instructions to Sir B

George Prevost,
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consequently, that the men lost in obtaining the redoubts would prove Cha
an unavailing sacrifice, gave the signal to draw off, and soon after ‘“)P
commenced his retreat.”—page 685. =

“ Yet did his error, if ervor it was, originate in a sacrifice of the
feelings of self to a sense of public duty.—His personal courage was
undoubted ; his character amiable in the highest degree; the mild-
ness and conciliatory spirit of his government had justly endeared him
to the canadians ; and his general conduct in North America had been
n the highest degree admirable.—Indeed, his defence of that pro-
vince against the vastly superior forces of the americans, is one of the
brightest pages in the military annals of Great Britain, and justly after
his death called forth a public expression of satisfaction from the
Prince Regent, and the conferring of additional honors on his family.
The failure of the expedition against Plattsburgh was not to be ascrib-
ed to him : it arose from the unprepared state of the fleet before the
expedition commenced, and the shameful desertion of the gun-boats,
which deserted the heroic Downie when on the point of gaining a de-
cisive victory. We have the authority of the greatest military mas-
ter of the age for the assertion, that after the destruction of the fleet,
any further advance on land could have led to no beneficial result, as
the troops could not have obtained supplies, when the americans had
the command on the waters.””* —pages 686 & 687.

In addition to the above, the writer of the present would also remark,
that the affair at Sacket’s harbour, which, in like manner, gave rise to
much reflection upon Sir George Prevost, is, now that the passions of
the moment have passed away, likely also to be better judged of, than
at the time.

The american force then at that place, as it has sinee been ascer-
tained, (through General Wilkinson’s memoirs,) consisted of 313
light dragoons, (dismounted,)142 artillery, 332 of the 9th,21stand 23d
regiments of infantry—in all 787—to these were added 150 volunteers
and 350 militia.—The british force did not exceed 700 men. e
capture of Sacket’s harbour, with a view to its occupancy during the
war was out of the question, and never, for a moment, intended. A
surprise, during the absence of their fleet then up the lake, and des-
truction of the new ship of war on the stocks, public stores and
barracks, was the utmost contemplated, and to effect this, by a coup
de main, Kingston was almost drained of its forces, and, in a manner,
left unprotected. The enemy’s squadron might not only intercept
them on their return, whether successful or not, but at the same time
make sure of Kingston, through the ascendency they had, at that pe-

e

813.

® + Lapprove highly ; indeed, I go further ; I admire all that has been
done by the military in America, so far as 1 understand it generally.—
Whether Sir George Prevost was right or wrong in his decision at lake
Champlain, is more than I can tell ; though, of this I am certain, he must
equally have returned to Kingston” (Montreal) * after the fleet was beaten,
and I am inclined to think he was right. I have told the ministers repeat-
edly that a naval superiority on the lukes is a sine gua non of success in
war on the frontier of Capada, even if our object should be wholly defen-
sive.””— Wellingten to Sir Geerge Murray, 22d Decr , 1814 — Gurwood,
12 vol 244.
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rod, on the lake 8 1} eir succe York—and thereby put an
end, at once, to the struggle in Upper C anada.

The intended sur prise having failed, (see ante |ld"ls 77 to 80) by cir-
cumstances bevond the controul of the naval and mu |1u1y| ommanders,
there would re m\‘. seem to have been more to blame in the attempt to
retrieve it, by the attack (hopeless, after at least the twelve hours fore
knowledge of it which the enemy had, and when the militia of the
nm-rhEmm!um\ was alarmed and up,) than in any alleged precipitancy
of retreat, which, to the contrary was, in fact, too long delayed. The
sudden rising of a gale of wind, either on or off the coast, ‘a thing of
frequent occurrence at this season, might have proved the total loss
of the land and naval forces on the ll\prditchlL and with them the im-
mediate fall of Kingston. All things considered, the commander of the
forces, feeling the heavy responsibility that weighed upon him, did
well to retire when he did, and better it had been if sooner, not only
to save a further waste of lives, which could ill be spared, but to
avoid the riskof an immediate loss of Kingston and of the whole
Upper Province.

A gentleman, who has written on the subject, justly observes—
¢ [t is true that gen. Wilkinson,” (in his memoirs relating to the late
american war,) ¢ adds that if our (the british) troops had persisted
twenty minutes longer, the sloop of war then on the stocks, and the
whole depot at Sacket’s harbour would have fallen into their hands.
But this is a mere opinion, springing partly, it would seem, from a
jealous wish to disparage general Brown, who commanded the ame-
ricans ; and partly founded on the supposition of a great superiority of
nmnbpr.-. on our side. But be this opinion right or wrong, Sir George
Prevost cannot, in fairness, be held u?.\[lnl\sll)]l' for any facts or conse-
quences, but such as were or ought to have been within his know-
ledge, or reasonably to be antic ipated, and he was bound to decide
according to prese nt circumstances, as they appeared to him. ' The
hope of a surprise was at an end. His force was reduced by the con-
flict to less than 400 effectives, while the enemy, after losing 350 had
stillan unbroken fighting force of 450, besides a strong militia rein-
forcement estimated at 500 or 600, which it was known had poured
into the place during the morning and previous night. The enemy
had the shelter of block-houses, stockades and 1{1le ~holed buildings,
giving them the advantage of a mode of fighting in which they are
particularly expert, while our force was exposed.—That force formed
the large partof the gtun-un at Kingston, thr- military key of Upper
Canada, which might, in the mean time, be visited by the hostile fleet
and army ; whilea prolonged contest, or even a gale of wind forcing
the fleet off the land, might seriously endanger the retreat and xufeI)
of our troops, and this at a moment when ever v soldier was of consex
quence to the safety of Upper Canada,”
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CHAPTER XX.

Sir Gordon Drummond—army bills called in and redeemed—
meeting of the legislature—speech —address in answer
—message to the assembly relating to the decision of the
home government on the impeachments—resolutions of
the assembly on the subject—prorogation and dissolution
of the legislature —Sir John Coape Sherbrooke appointed
to the government—Sir Gordon Drummond embarks for
England—Finances, &ec.

L1EuTENANT ¢ENERAL Sir Gordon Drum- Chep
mond, as mentioned, assumed the government ***
on the 5th of April, as administrator in chief. 1s16.
Nothing occurred worthy of notice, until the
meeting of the legislature,* except the calling
i and redeeming the army bills issued during
the war. A proclamation to that effect, appeared
on the 14th November, notifying that this paper
was to be redeemed in cash, at the army bill
office in Quebec, it being also declared, that
all interest upon such bills as were in circula-
tion would cease, after the fourteenth day next

* A new steamer, “* The Malsham,” (the third on the 8t. Lawrence)
made its appearance at Quebec, on the opening of the navieation.—
It was, as the previous steamers had been, built at Montreal, and be-
longed to Mr. Molson. To this another, «“ The Car of Commerce
built by an association of Montreal merchants, was soon after put in
competition, to the great gratification of the pu From that to the
present time, these useful and splendid conveyances have progres-
sively advanced to their present state of perfection, not only on the
Si. Lawrence, and over the great inland lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron,
and Michigan, (which at that time were deemed impracticable by
steamers,) but to the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

/‘\
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thereafier. These were all honorably dis-
charged. A paper of the day remarks,—* they
(the army bills) have enriched the country, not
so much by the interest they paid, which, of
itself, is no inconsiderable addition to its
wealth, as by the high prices paid for its com-
modities, arising from that abundance of the
circulating medium, the full nominal value of
which could be relied on, equally with the pre-
cious metals ; and which, for some time past,
has even exceeded in value the precious me-
tals, from 21 to 5 per cent, by their ability to
procure government bills of exchange, at a dis-
count so much greater than gold and silver
could effect it.—Such was their superior value,
notwithstanding some alarm arising from nume-
rous american forgeries of our army bills.
What is still more striking is, that Canada paper
bore this high value at the period when the
paper of the United States was in such a state
of depreciation as to create the utmost con-
fusion in the States. Our paper, aided the
government, because it operated as a loan, at
a moment when the expenditure was of a mag-
nitude not to be paralleled in the history of
nations, but which, far from depressing the
nation, served to evince not only the immen-
sity of its resources, but the unbounded confi-
dence placed in them.”

The provincial parliament met on the 26th
January, 1816. This was opened with the
speech following :—

« Gentlemen of the legistative council, and gentlemen of
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the house of assembly,—His royal highness the Prince Chap.
Regent, having been pleased to commit to me the administra- XX.
tion of this government, I have entered on'the dutiés which «—~~
that trust prescribes, with a deep sense of their importance, 1816.
and an earnest desire to discharge them for the géneral ad-
vantage of the province; to which my attachment naturally
derives additional strength, from the circumstance of my
having been born in its capital.

‘It would be to me a source of inexpressible comfort,
and I am confidént would convey to you' sincere satisfac-
tion, if’ I had it in my power to communicate any favorable
account respecting the indisposition of our venerable Sove-
reign ; 1 regret, however, that I have no such information to
impart: yet, under this awful dispensation, it is not an in-
considerable consolation to be assured, that his Majesty has
no corporeal suffering, and continues in a state of undisturb-
ed tranquillity.

“ The total overthrow and final exile of the usurper,
whose insatiable ambition, and remorseless thirst of blood,
were permitted so long to afflict the world ;—the restoration
once more, of the family of Bourbon to the throne of their
ancestors ;—the general peace which has been given back
to Europe, by the magnanimous exertions of the allied
powers;—and the high distinetion obtained by the british
forces, under the conduct of the illustrious duke of Welling-
ton, consummated and crowned by the glorious victory of
Waterloo ; while they fill our'minds with exultation, and
open to us the prospect of permanent prosperity,will not fail
to awaken a profound and grateful sense of the goodness of
Divine Providenice, so conspicuously manifested in these
great events.

¢ In adverting to those matters of internal concern, which
have been the object of assembling this provincial parlia-
ment, I liave to direct your early attention to the renewal of
the militia act, and such others as with it may be about to ex-
pire, and as it may be necessary and expedient 1o continue.

¢ T mustalso, in consequence of many discontented ad-
venturers, and mischievous agitators, from the continent of
Europe, having recently thrown themselves into the neigh-
bouring States, strongly recommend the immediate revival
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Chap. of the ¢ Act for establishing regulations respecling aliens,”
X. vith such modifications as those circumstances may render

——

1816. 1t proper to adopt.

% You have had the satisfaction of seeing that the execu-
tive government has completely redeemed its pledge to the
public, by calling in and paying with cash, the army bills
which were in circulation.

« Gentlemen of the house of assembly,—I shall order a
statement of the provincial revenue of the crown, and of the
expenditure of the last year, to be laid before you.

+ | have itin command from his royal highness the Prince
Regent, to assure you that his royal highness views with
much pleasure, the additional proof of patriotism and publie
spirit, afforded by the sum voted towards the completion of
a proposed canal from Montreal to Lachine. His Majesty’s
government, duly appreciating the many important objects
with which that work is connected, are greatly interested
in its early execution ; and I await only further instructions
upon the subject, to proceed to carry it into effect.

« Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of
the house of assembly,—I[ cannot omitto press upon your
consideration, the importance of further promoting the in-
ternal communications of the province, and of making effec-
tual provision for the full accomplishment of an object of
such obvious and general utility.

You will, I doubt not, justify the firm reliance which I
place on your loyal attachment to the person and govern-
ment of your sovereign, and your enlightened zeal for the
public service ; nor will you, I trust, disappoint my confi-
dent expectation, that this session of the provincial parlia-
ment will be distinguished for accordant exertion, and efi-
cient dispatch, in conducting the public business. You may
be assured, that on my part, Ishall be most cordially dis-
posed to second your laudable endeavours, by a ready co-
operation in every measure which may tend to advance the
interests, and promote the welfare, of this province.”

The address in answer was an echo, though
the egotism, in the first paragraph of the speech,

did not escape comment in subsequent de-
bates :—
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“ When circumstances required the presence in England, Chap.
of his excellency Sir George Prevost, for whom we enter- Xx.
tain so grateful a recollection, his royal highness has afford- o~

the ey ed additional proof of his paternal solicitude for the welfare 1816.
el of this province, in committing the administration of its
amy government to your excellency, whose conspicuous services,

during the late contest with the United States of America,
bear such honorable testimony to that native patriotism and
military talent, of which it is the glory of this province to

have produced so brilliant an example in the person of your
excellency.”

To this address his excellency, in reply,
observed :—
¢ Although you estimate too highly the services I have

been fortunate enough to render in the defence of this, my
native country, Ireceive with pride and satisfaction the

st flattering expression of your honorable opinion of them, and
i I assure you that the same local attachment by which I
ylemes have hitherto been animated will increase, if possible, the
gaso readiness which, from a sense of duty alone I should feel,

to co-operate in every measure tending to the advantage of
the province.”

The good feeling which, at this moment,
prevailed between Sir Gordon Drummond and
the parliament of his native country, was but
of short duration.

On the 2d February, the following commu-
nication from the administrator of the govern-
ment, came down to the assembly, by the civil
secretary, R. R. Loring, esquire, and which
being read by him, at the bar, was then deli-
vered to the speaker, and laid on the table :(—
¢ GorponN DruMMOND, administrator in chief.

¢ The administrator in chief has received the commands
of his royal highness the Prince Regent, to make known to
the house of assembly of this province, his pleasure on the
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subject of certain charges preferred by that house against the
chief justice of the province, and the chief justiceof the

~~ court of king's bench for the district of Montreal.

1816.

« With respect to such of the charges as relate toaots
done by a former governor of the province,which the assem-
bly, presuming to be improper or illegal, imputed by a simi-
lar assumption to advice given by the chief justice to that
governor, his royal highness has deemed that no enquiry
could be necessary ; inasmuch as none could be instituted
without the admission of the principle, that the governor of
a province might, at his own discretion, divest himself of all
responsibility on points of political government.

¢ With a view, therefore, to the general interests of the
province, his royal highness was pleased to refer for consi-
deration, to the lords of the privy council, such only of the
charges brought by the assembly as related to the rules of
practice established by the judges in their respective courts,
those being points upon which, if any impropriety had ex-
isted, the judges themselves were solely responsible.

« By the annexed copy of his royal highness’s order in
council, dated the 29th June, 1815,* the administrator in

* & GorpoN DrumMmonD, administrator in chief.
¢« L. S.—(A true copy.)
At the Court of Carlton House, 20th June, 1815.
« Present—His royal highness the PrincE REGENT, in council.

it Whereas there was this day read at the board, areport froma
committee of the lords of his Majesty’s most honorable Privy Coun-
cil, dated the 24th of this inst., in the words following, viz:

« Your royal highness having been pleased, by your order in coun-
cil of the 10th December last, in the name and on the behalf of his
Majesty, to refer unto this committee a letter from earl Bathurst, one
of his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, to the lord president of
the council, transmitting a copy of a letter from Sir George Prevost,
dated Quebec, the 18th of March, 1814, forwarding an address of the
house of assembly of Lower Canada, to your royal highness, with
certain articles of complaint therein referred to, against Jonathan
Sewell, esquire, his Majesty’s chief justice of the province of Lower
Canada, and James Monk, esquire, chief justice of the court of king’s
Bench for the district of Montreal, and a{so transmitting a memonial
from: the executive council, judges in the court of appeals, and of the
puisné judges of the court of king’s bench for the district of Quebec,
and of the court of king’s bench for the district of Montreal, in the
said province of Lower Canada, praying to be included in the exami-
nation and decision of the said artic%,es of complaint, together with a

shief
fion,
soler

"
bec
o tf
EXPI
theil
petit
said
[HUsE
been
may
such
Whe'
auth

said
1nto




e i

I GOt

7 hde

.
: Oﬂj:‘!

islf'awf J

257

chief, conveys to the assembly the reault of their investiga-
tion, which has been conducted with all that attention and
solemnity, which the importance of the subject required.

¢ In making this communication to the assembly, it now
becomes the duty of the administrator in chief, in obedience
to the commands of his royal highness the Prince Regent, to
express the regret with which his royal highness has viewed
their late proceedings against two persons who have so long

petition from the said Jonathan Sewell, esquire; in which letter the
said earl Bathurst requests that so much of the said complaints of the
house of assembly, as relate to the rulesof practice stated to have
been introduced by the said chief justices into their respective courts,
may be submitted to your royal highness in council, in order that if
such rules shall be found fo have been introduced, it may be decided
whether, in so doing, the said chief justices have exceeded their
authority.

“ The lords of the committee, in obedience to your royal highness’
said- order of reference, have taken the said letter and its inclosures
into consideration, and having received the opinion of his Majesty’s
attorney and solicitor general, and been attended by them thereupon
and having maturely deliberated upon the complaints of the house of
assembly, so far as they relate to the said rules of practice, theirlord-
ships do agree humbly to report as their opinion to your royal high-
ness, that the rules which are made the subject of such complaint of
the said house of assembly of Lower Canada, against the said chief
justices Jonathan Sewell, ‘esquire, and James Monk, esquire, which
their lordships observe were not made by the said chief justices, respec-
tively, upon their own sole authority, but by them in conjunction with
the other judges of the respective courts, are all rules for regulation of
the practice of their respective courts, and within the scope of that
power and jurisdiction with which, by the rulesof law, and by the
colonial ordinances and acts of legislation, these courts are invested,
and consequently that neither the said chief justices, nor the courts in
which they preside, have, in making such rules, exceeded their autho-
rity, nor have been guilty of any assumption of legislative power,”

‘“ His royal highness the prince regent having taken the said report
into consideration, was pleased, in the name and on the behalf of his
Majesty, and by and with the advice of his Majesty’s privy couneil,
to approve thereof, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the said
complaints, so far as they relate to the said rules of praetice, be, and
they are hereby dismissed this board.”

(Signed) “ JAS, BULLER.”
i G. D.Tﬂ

Previous to the convocation of the legislature, a pamphlet was
circulated, containing part of the correspondence that had taken place
in England, between the colonial minister and Mr. Sewell, in which

the following appeared :—
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and so ably filled the highest judicial offices in the colony ;
a circumsu;nce the more to be deplored, as tending to dis-
parage, in the eyes of the inconsiderate and ignorant, their
character and services, and thus to diminish the influence
to which, from their situation, and their uniform propriety
of conduct, they are justly entitled.

¢ The above communication, embracing so much of the

« DowniNg-STREET, July 23, 1815.

¢t Qir,—His royal highness the Prince Regent, having been pleased
to refer to the consideration of a committee of the most honorable
privy council, certain articles of complaint against you and Mr,
Monik, so far as related to the rules of practice established by you in
the courts in which you respectively preside, it now becomes my
duty to communicate to you the result of that inquiry, which having
recaived the entire approbation of his royal highness, is expressed in
the order of which the enclosed is a copy.

¢t The officer at present administering the government of Canada,
has received' his royal highness’s commands to communicate this de-
cision to the house of agsembly ; and in making this communication
to state the grounds upon which his royal highness has declined con-
sidering, ae articles of complaint against you, the advice which you
are at different times stated to have given to the preceding governors
of the province. It is highly satisfactory tome to assure you, that
although his royal highness felt compelled upon general principles to
exclude those particular charges from consideration, and thus to pre-
clude vou from entering upon your justification, yet his royal high-
ness entertains no doubt as to the general propriety of your and Mr.
Monk’s conduct, or as to your being able to offer, with respect to
them, a full and satisfactory explanation.

i [ am, sir, your obedient humble servant,
(Signed) « BATHURST.”

To J. SEWELL; Esq., chief justice of Lower Canada.”

« DowninG STrEET, July 27th, 1815.

Sir,—I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th. instant,
expressing your apprehension, that as the instructions transmitted to
the officer administering the government of Canada, do not embrace
any other charges brought against you and Mr. Monk, than those
which relate to_advice given by you to the governor, and the rules of
practice established in your respective courts, the house of assembly
may be induced to consider you as not free from blame on the other
points of charge, not strictly falling within that deseription.

¢t As the letter addressed to the officer administering the govern-
ment of Canada, bears testimony to the uniform propriety of your
and Mr. Monk’s conduct, I donot conceive that there can be any
ground for the house of assembly to doubt that your justification is
complete: but, [ am glad to have an apportunity of stating that the
charges not specifically adverted to in my letter, appeared to be, with
one exception, of too little importance to require consideration, and
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charges preferred against the said chief justices, as relate to Chap.
the rules of practice, and as are grounded on advice assum- XX.

ed to have been given by the chief justice of the province to'—~
the late Sir James Craig, the administrator in chief has been-1816.

further commanded to signify to the assembly, that the other
charges appeared to his Majesty’s government, to be, with
one exception, too inconsiderable to require investigation,
and that (namely the one against the chief justice of the
court of king’s bench for the district of Montreal, which
states him to have refused a writ of Aabeas corpus) was, in
common with all the charges which do not relate to the rules
of practice, totally unsupported by any evidence whatever.
LS e

This communication threw the assembly into
a ferment, and a call of the house, on the 14th

that (the one against Mr. Monk, which charges him with having
refused a writ of habeas corpus) was, as well as all the other charges,
which are not founded on the rules of practice, totally unsupported by
any evidence whatever.
¢ 1 have the honor to be, sir,
« Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) “ BATHURST.”

« To J. SeweLL, Esq., chief justice of Lower Canada.”

¢ CounciL Orrice, Whitehall, August 17th, 1815.

i« Sir,—Agreeably to the request,signified in your letter of the 30th
ultimo, I have the honor to enclose you a copy of the order in council,
dismissing the complaints of the house of assembly of Lower Canada,
g0 far as they relate to the rules of practice, &c., with the names of
the lords present in council, whenthe report of the lords of the com-
mittee respecting those complaints was approved.

i The report of the lords of the committee is entered at length in
the copy of the order; but it is not the practice to insert the names of
the lords who make the report ; yet, as it is important that it should
be known in Canada, by what high legal authority the said report
was made, I have it in command from the Lord President to commu-
nicate their names to you, and they are as follows :—

THE Lorp PRESIDENT, MasTER oF THE RoLLs,
EarL BaTHURST, Sir Joun NicHoL,
Lorp ELLENBOROUGH, Lorp CuiEF JusTIicE GIBBS,
Sir WiLLiam ScorT, Lorp CuiEF BaroN.
«. I have the honor to be, sir,
¢ Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) « CHETWYND."”
¢ J. SEWELL, esq,, chief justice of Lower Canada.”
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chap. of the month, was immediately ordered. His ﬁfc:
XX. excellency’s message was, at the same time, lff
Tare referred to a committee of the whole, on that pe
day. mfF
This subject was, on the fourteenth, referred aq

to the consideration of a special committee of o
seven members, to whom two others were i
afterwards added, with directions “ to report mil
their opinion on the most expedient manner of .
proceeding on the same.” On the twenty-third, X

this committee reported to the house, that hav- i

ing maturely deliberated upon the order of o
reference, they were of opinion that the mat- i

ters disclosed in his excellency’s message e
would render necessary an humble represen- L
tation and petition to his royal highness the pd

Prince Regent, and that the great importance i
of the matters involved in the said message,
made it advisable that the wisdom of the house
should be consulted, and its sense taken pre-
paratory to such representation and petition.

On the twenty-fourth, the assembly accord- |
ingly adopted resolutions on the subject. By p:
these were expressed, a sense of the public I
duty under which the house had acted, in im- o
peaching the chief justices ;—its opinion of the W
right of the commons of Lower Canada to be s
heard, and of having an opportunity of addue-
ing evidence in support of their charges ;—the o
causes which had prevented them from main- Ri
taining those charges ;—their desire of having i
an opportunity to do so ;—and finally, that an "
humble representation and petition, on behalf | '
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of the commons of Lower Canada, to his royal chap
(X,

highness the Prince Regent be prepared, ap-
pealing to the justice of his Majesty’s govern-
ment, and praying that an opportunity might be
afforded to his Majesty’s most dutiful commons
of Lower Canada, to be heard upon, and to
maintain their complaints* A special com-
mittee was appointed, for preparing an humble

_* # Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that this house, act-
ing in the name of the commons of Lower Canada, in its proceedings
relative to the impeachments of Jonathan Sewell esquire, chief justice
of the province, and James Mouk, esquire, chief justice of the court of
king’s bench for the district of Montreal, was influenced by a sense of
duty, by a desire to maintain the laws and constitution of this pro-
vince, and by a regard for the public interest, and the honor of his
Majesty’s government.

¢ Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that the commons of
Lower Canada were entitled to be heard, and to have an opportunity
of adducing evidence in support of their charges against the said
Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires.

‘¢ Resolved, asthe opinion of this committee, that the resistance
and opposition of the legislative couneil, of which the said Jonathau
Sewell and James Monk, were and are members, to theright of the
commons of Lower Canada, to exhibit the said charges, and the ob-
structions subsequently interposed to the prosecution of them, pre-
vented this house from being represented by an agent to maintain and
support the said charges.

¢ Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that this house has
always been, and is desirous, of an opportunity of being heard on the
said charges, and of supporting them by evidence, and hath reason to
lament that no such opportunity hath hitherto been afforded to them.

# Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that an humble repre-
sentation and petition, on behalf of the commons of this province, to
his royal highness the Prince Regent, be prepared, appealing to the
justice of his Majesty’s government, and praying that an opportunity
may be afforded to his Majesty’s dutiful commons of this province, to
be heard upon and maintain the said charges.”

These were earried by considerable majorities.—The names taken
on one divison were as follows : —

¢ Yeas—Messrs. A. Stuart, Prevost, Déligny, Breux, Gauvreau,
Richer, Dénéchau, Huot, Bellet, Bresse, Laguenx, Robitaille, O’Sul~
livan, Cherrier, Amiot, Blanchet, Lee, Duchesnois, Bruneau, J. Stuart,
and Sherwood.”

« Nays—Messrs. Browne, Davidson, Ogden, Taschereau, Fraser,
Vanfelson, Borgia, Jones, Malhiot, Fournier and Bourdages.”

X

1816.
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representation and petition, in conformity with

It seems that Sir Gordon Drummond was
impelled by his instructions from home, to
resort to a dissolution, in the event that the
assembly should resume this subject, and
consequently had no discretion to exercise
on the occasion. On the twenty-sixth, be-
fore any of the measures which had been
resolved were brought to maturity, his arri-
val at the council chamber was announced
by a discharge of artillery. He prorogued the
session with the following speech :—

« Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of
the house of assembly,— Having indulged the hope, when I
met you in the provincial parliament, that your unanimous
exertions would have been diligently applied to those objects
of public advantage, which I recommended to your particu-
lar attention, it has been with extreme concern, that T have
found those, my reasonable expectations, disappointed.

« The house of assembly has again entered on the discus-
sion of the subject, on which the decision of his royal high-
ness the Prince Regent, in the name and on the behalf of
his Majesty, has already been communicated to them ; and
while I deeply regret that the assembly should have allowed
any consideration to overbear the respect which his royal
highness’s decision claimed, I feel it my duty to announce
to you my determination to prorogue the present parliament,
and to resort to the sense of the people by an immediate
dissolution.”

Several objects of importance were brought

before the assembly this session, but no more
than a single Act* received the royal sanction.

* An act to regulate the trial of controverted elections, &c.
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The expediency of having an agent in Eng-
land, to attend to the interests of the province,
whenever it might be requisite, was again con-
sidered ; but the dissolution prevented a per-
severance in the measure. The assembly, in
pursuance of a resolution made in the last ses-
sion, passed a bill “ to appropriate a sum of
money therein mentioned, to the purchase of a
service of plate, to be presented to Sir George
Prevost, late governor in chief of the province,
as a mark of respect for his character, and of
gratitude for the services which he had render-
ed to the province.”t This bill being sent up
for the concurrence of the legislative council,
was rejected by that body. A committee was
named to enquire into the state of the property
heretofore appertaining to the late order of
jesuits, and 1t was made an instruction to the
committee to prepare and report the draft of an
humble address to his royal highness the Prince
Regent, exhibiting the rights of the province to
possess the said property for the purposes of
education, and to pray for its restitution for the
purposes to which it was originally destined.

The elections for the new assembly took
place in the month of March, and but few alte-
rations in the representation were made. In
the meantime, the administrator in chief receiv-
ed notification of the appointment of Sir John
Coape Sherbrooke, to the chief command in
British North America; and on the twenty-

t The sum appropriated by the bill was £5,000,

Chap.
XX.
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chap. first day of May, he sailed for England, having,
XX. on the day of his departure, received a valedic- | =
st6, tory address from the citizens of Quebec. The
temporary administration of the government
devolved upon major general Wilson, until the
arrival of Sir John Coape Sherbrooke. Si
The revenues of the year 1815, amounted '

o £150,273, currency ; the expenditure to
£125,218, sterling. In this latter was includ-

ed the sum of £16,555, for erecting the gaol

in the city of Quebec ; £26,439, on account of
mililia services; £35,325 to Upper Canada,
being its proportion of the duties levied 1n
Lower Canada, in the year 1814. From the

port of Quebec, there were cleared during the
year 1815, one hundred and ninety-four ves-
sels, making 37382 tons, and employing 1847
men, besides ten built thereat, making 1462
tons more.
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CHAPTER XXI

Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, lieut. governor of Nova Scotia, Chap.
succeeds to the government of Canada—failure in the XX|.
harvest —relief afforded by the governor to the distressed v~
parishes —submits his view to the colonial minister, with 1816.
respect to public opinion on the impeachments, and of
the state of the province—parliament meets—speech and
proceedings—governor announces that the Regent had
sanctioned the bill allowing a salary, during the last par-
liament, to the speaker of the assembly—assembly make
good the advances by the governor, for relieving the dis-
tressed parishes —vote also a further relief—Mr. justice
Foucher impeached--steps thereupon by the legislative
council—Petition to the assembly by the family of the late
Frangois Corbeil——Petition by S. Sherwood, esq., against
Mr. chief justice Monk—Mr. Stuart moves the recon-
sideration of the impeachments against the chief justice,
and is left in a small minority—retires in disgust—eluci-
dation of the means by which he was foiled in this matter,
and a salary of £1,000 granted to Mr. Sewell, as speaker
of the legislative council—Finances, &c.——judges’ salaries
increased to £900 sterling—prorogation—miscellanies—
parliament again opened——governor authorised to call
upon the assembly to vote the necessary sums for the
civil expenditure, agreeable to their offer in 1810—des-
patch and instructions relating to the impeachment of
Mr. Foucher—proceedings of the council on the subject
—Estimates for the year 1818-—voted, but no bill of ap-
propriation passed—bills passed—Sir J. C. Sherbrooke
relieved by the duke of Richmond, and departs for
England-—exhumation of remains of general Montgomery,
at the request of his widow.

Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, landed in
Quebec, on the 21st July, on his arrival from
VOL. II. Z
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chap. Halifax, having for some time previously ad-
XXL ministered the government of Nova Scotia,
1s16. whence he was advanced to that of Canada.
One of his first measures, after the assumption

of the government, made him a favorite with the
people. The failure of the wheat crop, in the
lower parts of the district of Quebec, from
early frosts, gave cause to apprehend a famine
throughout that part of the province. Repre-
sentations from several of the afflicted parishes,
being submitted to him, he threw open the
king’s stores for the public relief, advancing
besides, a very considerable sum of money,
upon his own_responsibility, from the public
treasury, for the purchase of such supplies as
were not in those stores. Provisions in abund-
ance were forwarded before the commence-
ment of winter, to the country parts in distress,
which, by his seasonable relief, were rescued
from famine. .
The instructions given Sir Gordon Drum- | !

mond, with respect to the Prince Regent’s

decision upon the impeachments, had com- f
pelled him to dissolve the assembly, upon its l"mL
calling in question the course adopted. Sir Yo
John Sherbrooke was anxious to avert the E‘;ﬁ

necessity of a similar step on his part, and
accordingly, he lost mo time after his arrival, pur
in requesting further instructions for his guid-
ance in the matter, in case of its revival by the
assembly, and in submitting to the colonial
minister, his views of the public opinion on [
the subject, in the province,
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He stated, that the late dissolution, by Sir
Gordon Drummond, in consequence of the
commands he had received, if it were intend-
ed to have its effect, by changing for the better
the representation of the assembly, had entirely
failed ; and not only that, but it had augmented
the evil, by causing much irritation, both among
the representatives and in the country, and by
leading to the general election of the same mem-
bers, or, in the few instances where a change
had taken place, the election of others more
immoderate than those whom they replaced.
He submitted it as his opinion, that in this
country, the strong measure of a dissolution,

must, in almost all possible circumstances of

the country, produce rather evil than advan-
tage, and could never have that effect which
might be given to it in England, by the exer-
tion of the different means that might be brought
into action there, for the correction of popular
opinion, and for securing to the crown a stron-
ger influence in parliament,

Expressing, however, his willingness to carry
into full execution, the strongest measures his
Majesty’s government should think proper to
prescribe ; he, nevertheless, requested spe-
cific instructions as to the course he was to
pursue, in case the assembly should recur, as
there was scarcely a doubt they would, to the
subject which had lately led to a dissolution of
that body.

It would seem that, in the determination of
the home government to support the chief

Chap,
XXIL.

1816.




Chap.
XXI1.

1816.

-

268

justice Sewell, against the popular feeling of

which he was the object, the governor was
advised, in answer to the above, to conciliate
the favor of the roman catholic bishop and
clergy, as a means of influence over the people.
"This led his excellency to submit to the minis-
ter a clear and correct view of the state of
parties in the province, and of the dilemma
into which he was thrown by his instructions
on the one hand, and the actual state of affairs
on the other.

He stated to his lordship, earl Bathurst, the
colonial secretary, that of the unpopularity of
the echief justice he might have some idea,
from the proceedings that had taken place
against him, and which he may have suppos-
ed originated merely in the hostility of a parti-
cular party in the assembly, or among the
people. That he had endeavoured to make
himself master of the subject, and from infor-
mation, personal inquiry and observation, in a
tour he had lately made through the province,
he had found the feeling of hostility against that
gentleman, to pervade all classes, and to pre-
vail with violence, even in the obscurest parts
of the province. It mattered not that the feel-
ing proceeded from the arts and calumnies of
designing demagogues, or was urged by per-
sonal dislike. Tt had long existed, and had
derived fresh virulence from the apparent tri-
umph of the chief justice, and that while adopt-
ed generally among the inhabitants, the catholic
clergy themselves were among the most stre-
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nuous asserters of its justice, if not the warmest gpa,

propagators of it. XXk

; That if the influence of the catholic elergy Tsre
P over the laity, on different subjects, were great,
e his lordship might judge what must be the
i vigour and effect of its operation, when direct-
W' ed to a point in which the people believed
lems their dearest interests to be involved, and
el against a man whom they, unfortunately, con-
f aff sidered to have outraged their feelings of loy-

alty and religion. That in such a case as this,
the clergy acted with double force, and as they
had carried the people with them, by the com-
bined effect of political and religious preju-
dice, it was to be expected that there would
arise, and that there had arisen against this
gentleman, throughout both laity and clergy,
an infatuated dislike.

That into the original views he (the gover-
nor) did not enter. It sufficed to say, that
when Mr. Sewell was attorney general, it fell

ok to his lot to maintain doctrines and support
g measures that clashed with the religious opi-
oy nions of the canadians. The disposition which
sl was then exerted against him was confirmed
ek after his promotion, by the part he was consi-
. dered to have taken in the government of the
b country and in the legislative council, and it
i grew and strengthened until it produced his
il impeachment by the assembly, _

w The governor was persuaded, that had it
-l accorded with the views of the government, to
i ¢  grant a hearing to both parties on the impeach-
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ment, even though the decision had been pre
cisely as it was, 1t would have been conducive
to the peace of the province, as it would have

‘deprived the party hostile to him here, of a

pretext of complaint, by which, in a free
sovernment, the people will always be inter-
ested, and which in that case, derived weight
and plausibility, from the presence of the chief
justice in England,—that is to say, that the
decision of government had been formed on an
ex parle hearing. He was bold to say, that it
was the force of this argument, that had pro-
duced the resolutions, in consequence of which
the late assembly was dissolved.

It had been, he observed, the hope of many
well informed persons in this country, that the
government would have permitted the chief
justice, after his acquittal, to have retired on a
pension ; a measure which, whether effectual
or not, in quieting the country, would have
taken from the leaders in the assembly, their
chief source of influence over popular opinion,
by removing the principal object of popular
dislike. The delusive arts of popular leaders
had produced a persuasion among both clergy
and people, that he was the cause of those
public evils which the province was then suf-
fering, by the dissolution of the assembly—the
expiration of municipal laws—the suspension
of public establishments, and the interruption
of projects of public advantage.

He observed, that in pursuance of the minis-
ter’s directions, he would give the chief justice,

— s
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e however unjustly aspersed, as he was, by the ¢pay
duee hostility of the bar and the pulpit, every sup- XXI.
v port; although for this, he should forego the 55
X conciliation of the clergy, the. harmony of the
i I province, and the advancement of its interests.
¢ i That he would also endeavour to establish a
Wi good understanding with the roman catholic
he i bishop, to whom he already had given proofs
of his disposition to that effect. But that he
would deceive the minister, were he to hold
i out to him any expectation of a change in the
il sentiments either of the clergy or people, in the
ol point alluded to. Argument had failed to per-
suade them,—coercion it was rather feared
would fix the feeling deeper. It was the opi-
nion of well-informed and moderate men, that
prorogation might succeed to prorogation, and
dissolution to dissolution, but that there would
sooner be a revolution in the country, than in
the feelings of its inhabitants on that point.

In pointing out thus strongly the state of
things, it might be expected he should say
something of the remedies suggested to him,
as applicable to the case.—One of these was
the appointment of an agent in England, long
an object of popular desire. and which had
been effected in almost all the other colonjes—
it being to the opposition the measure had met
with in the legislative council, in which the
chief justice was considered by the assembly
to have great influence, that they ascribed the
loss of it ; which, independently of its general
advantage, would, as they alleged, have ena-




chap. Dled them (o support their impeachments
XXI against him. The other was to detach Mr.
1816, =~ Stuart (the prime mover of the resolutions

at the previous session) if possible, by mo-
tives of self-interest, from the party with
which he had connected himself, and which,
it was thought without him, Would gradually
lose vigour and dwindle into insignificance.

lthad he said, been hinted to hlm, (the
governor)that if the attorney generalship should
become vacant, the offer of it would be a
powerful temptation to desert those with
whom he had hitherto acted. But the de-
licacy of an attempt of that description was
felt, and probably it never was made. The
more successful course was pursued of de-
taching the party from him, adroitly adopted
by the governor, favoured as he was by cir-
cumstances, at the ensuing session of the legis-
lature, as we shall presently see, and by which
the party Mr. Stuart seemed triumphantly to
lead, though in truth, like most of those ima-
gining themselves the leaders of a party, but
the humble followers of the multitude, was
induced to abandon him.

A more faithful representation of matters in
the province, at this time, in connection with
the subject alluded to, could not be desired
than that understood to have been given by
Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, to the colonial
minister, to whom he also suggested the expe-
dience of giving the speaker of the assembly a
seat in lhe executive council. The great evil
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EEETP\IJ‘ of this country, and the most fruitful source ofc Chap.
e its dissensions had been, he observed, a w antm
g of confidence in its executive government, not jgs
LL so much in personal character of the governor
Ty wi as in the executive council, \\ho have come to
d “‘hﬂ]’ be considered the governor’s advisers, and
gt whose movements were watched with a Jealou:,
Mfca: suspicion that tended to hamper every opera-
i, (i tion of government. The removal of this dis-
1ip}sh=u trust, he conceived, would be effected, if the
uld bg speaker of the assembly, for the time being,
0% W were made a member of the executive council.
e & The new parliament (the ninth of Lower
ption Canada) met on the 15th January, 1817.*
de. Th Mr. Papineau was again chosen speaker of the
d of ¢ assembly, nem. con. 'The governor called the
s & : 55
§ b‘ "vlil::‘y'rll"'ll{imt-i'sl of lhr"ll“!-'l'illlzl_\" were as follows :— LRI A

pper Town of Quebee, Claude Dénéchau and George Vanfelson ;
[hE Jog County of Hertford, Louis Turgeon and Ferréol [uw ;3 + County ol

Orleans, Charles Blouin ; County of Montreal, Jame~ Stuart and
Augustin Richer; (nlml_\, of Hampshire, George W. Allsopp and

by whe

)ha“]{i"' Frangois Huot ; Ff?lllﬂ:\' of Dorchester, .lnh!x Davidson and J. T,
5 Taschereau ; County of Northumberland, Etienne C. Lagueux aud

1086 I Philippe Panets County of l)tl(]\iu‘fhdln\llilf. F 1.1mui~, Bellet and
st Joseph Badeaux ; County of Warwick, Jacques Déligny and Joseph

art, Douaire Bondy ; County of Huntingdon, Austin Cuvillier and Michael

de’- W O’Sullivan ; Borough (Jll:ll}ril‘l!(' Rivers, Charles Rd. Ogden and Pierre
Vezina ; Borough of William Henry, Robert Jones; East Ward of
Montreal, Louis Roi Portelance and John Molson; Lower Town of
Quebec, Andrew Stuart and Frangois Languedoc ; { ounty of Quebec,
Peter Brehaut and Louis Gauvreau; County of Kent, Denis B. Viger
and Joseph Bresse, senr.; County ‘of Cornwallis, Joseph L. Borgia
and Joseph Robitaille ; County of Leinster, Be ni"nuin Beaupré and
Jacques Lacombe ; West Ward of Montreal, L. J. Papineau and T,
Vinet, alias Souligny ; County of Effingham, lnw eph Malbeeuf and
Samuel Sherwood ; County of Redford, Thomas M‘Cord ; County of
Devon, Joseph Couillard Després and Frs. Fournier ; County of St,
Maurice, Etienne Mayrand and Louig Gugy ; County of York, Eus-
tache N. L. Dumont and Jean Bte. Ferré; County of Surrey, Pierre

e

ifﬂff‘f- Amiot and Etienne I)mlnsnuu\' ((slmi\ of Richelieu, Jean Des~

il saulles and Seraphin Cherrier ; County of Ga aspé, James Cockburn,
it
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immediate attention of the legislature, to the

failure of the crops in different parts of the

province, but more particularly in the parishes
below Quebec, where it had been represented
to him that the inhabitants had been reduced
to a state of absolute want :—

¢ Having ascertained,”-—said he—* that this evil really
did exist to an alarming extent, I loat no time in making
such temporary arrangements as would secure the lower
orders from the dreadful effects of {amine, until the legisla-
ture could be convened. ‘T'he information on which 1 acted,
together with a statement of the steps I have taken in con-
sequence, shall be laid before both houses with as little
delay as possible, when 1 shall leave it to the provincial

parliament, to take such further measures, as the nature of

the case may appear to require.

¢ Gentlemen of the house of assembly,—I rely upon your
liberality to make the necessary provision for defraying the
expenses already incurred for the purpose of supplying the

inmediate and more pressing wants of the distressed parts of

the community, and I feel assured that you will likewise
grant such further aid as necessities may require. 1 shall
order a statement of the provincial revenue of the crown, and
ol expenditures of the last year to be laid before you as usual.

* Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the
house of assembly,—I feel it my duty to call your early
attention to the renewal of the militia act, and of several other
acts, which are of the utmost importance to the province,
and which have already expired, or will doso very shortly.
You are too well acquainted with the advantages which
must result from every improvement in the internal commu-
nications of this province,and from the encouragement of its
agriculture and commerce, to make it necessary for me to do
more thap recommend these most important subjects to your
attention.”

To the above, the assembly courteously
responded :—

# We have remarked with pleasure that your excellency’s

for
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arrival in this province was preceded not only by the fame Chap.
of your excellency’s military life, but also by that of the suc- XX,
cessful administration of the civil government of a neigh- .~
bouring province ; and we have been led to form the agreea- 1817,
ble anticipation, that, under your excellency's wise and
wmpartial government, the advantages produced by your
excellency’s administration in that province, may be rea-

lised in this.

¢ We are sensible with your excellency of the necessity
of early attention to the renewal of the militia act, and seve-
ral other acts of importance to the province ; some of which
have already expired, and others of which are about to ex-
pire ; and we shall be anxiously desirous of accomplishing
your excellency’s recommendation on this head. In what
relates to the militia law, we shall use our zealous efforts to
place the militia upon the most respectable footing, as the
substantial support of our constitution, and a safeguard
against attempts to sever us from the british empire.”’

The assembly, besides appointing the grand
committees of grievances, courts of justice,
agriculture and commerce, usually established
at the commencement of each parliament,
named also a committee of five members to
keep up a good correspondence between the
two houses—a measure at which the legislative
council expressed its satisfaction, naming on
its part also a committee for the same purpose.

These preliminaries over, the governor
acquainted the assembly by message, that the
Prince Regent had been pleased to assent to
the bill granting a salary (£1000 a year) to the
speaker of that house, during the late pariia-
ment, and which bill, in March 1815, had
been reserved for the signification of the royal
pleasure. There was, however, no provision
for the like purpose, during the present parlia-
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cnap, MENL, a circumstance which, as we shall soon ¥
XXI. perceive, the governor turlned to account. le
Yo The assembly readily discharged by its vote it
“the governor of the responsibility he had 0
assumed in making advances, to the amount of i
£14,216 currency, to relieve the distressed 0
parishes, voting at the same time an additional fi
sum of £15,500 for their further relief, inde- p
pendently of twenty thousand pounds currency, 0
for the purchase of seed grain for distribution la
to such industrious husbandmen as could not i
otherwise procure it, to be repaid in such time st
and manner as might be the most convenient. S
Articles of impeachment were presented by 4
Mr. Cuvillier, against Mr. Justice Foucher, one o
of the judges of the court of king’s bench at 0
Montreal, for alleged ¢ malversation, corrupt €0
practice, and injustice,” which were referred he
to a select committee to enquire into and re- g‘;
port upon them. The enquiry resulted in a T
confirmation of the charges by the committee, 0

and Mr. Foucher was accordingly impeached
by the assembly. An address was drawn up T
on the subject to the Prince Regent, praying a

he would be pleased to remove Mr. Foucher
from his office, and to interpose the authority i
of his.-Majesty’s government, in such way as in a

the wisdom of his royal highness should appear
necessary for bringing him to justice, which,
together with the articles of impeachment, the
house requested the governor to transmit to
his royal highness. The assembly also re-
quested the governor to suspend the judge
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while the charges were pending. His Excel-ﬁ;'@i-

lency informed the house that he would not
fail to transmit their address with the articles
of complaint and documents accompanying
them to the regent. ¢ Many objections”—he
observed—** would have arisen to prevent me
from suspending Mr. Justice Foucher, but
particularly the precedent furnished by the
course pursued on a similar occasion, by the
late governor-in-chief, respecting which, as
his Majesty’s government do not appear to have
stated any explicit opinion, I could not but feel
some doubt”—but he acquainted them that this
difficulty was avoided; for, that having previ-
ously perused the evidence adduced in the
course of the investigation, he had already
communicated to Mr. Foucher his desire that
he should abstain from the exercise of his judi-
cial functions, until the determination of the
regent, with respect to any further proceedings
on the accusations were made known.*

These proceedings of the assembly were
resented by the legislative council, who, also,
addressed the regent on the subject : —

¢ In these proceedings,”—said they—¢ we have had no
participation in any shape, the resolutions of the assembly
not having been submitted to us for our concurrence, nor
has the accused been at all heard in his defence, or had any

communication of the charges against him, other than what
the public papers or private information may have conveyed ;

* The charges against Mr. Foucher were, in substance, that he had
aided and given advice to certain attornies of his court,to whom he was
partial, and to parties pleading therein, in matters wherein he after-
wards sat as judge, and gave judgment thereupon—and of acts of
insolence and oppression, from the bench, to individuals he disliked.

YOL. I1 Aa

——
1817.
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Chan. Wes therefore, do not presume to give any opinion upon the

L

xXI. guilt or innocence of the accused. s
—~ % Under all the circumstances of the case, however, we ¢
1817. consider it our bounden duty, humbly to submit to the con- i
sideration of your royal highness, the serious consequences ,
which are likely to result, if the claim of the assembly be I
sustained,—that claim extends to the right of passing arti- f
cles of accusation, without limitation and without controul, C
in the province, either when voted after the hearing of ex 1
parte testimony, without notification to the accused of com- t
plaint against him, orin the absence of all testimony, as ]
hath been already practised. (
¢ Ifsuch a right in the assembly shall be established, and {

that articles of complaint and accusation by that house, nei-

ther require any concurrence in the legislative council pre-
viously to being submitted to your royal highness, nor can E
be adjudged upon by this house or any other tribunal con- I
stituted or to be constituted in this province,—then every i
publie officer being liable, at his own expense, to go to Eng- d
land before being heard, at an immense distance from the i
place of residence of his exculpatory witnesses, must hence- Y
forth feel himself wholly at the mercy of the assembly, and 0
thereby become disqualified {from an independent and faith- C‘
ful discharge of official duty. i
¢« We, therefore, humbly beseech your royal highness not ‘
to inflict punishment upon the said Louis Charles Foucher, '
esquire, ‘one of the judges of his Majesty’s court of king’s [
bench for the district of Montreal, in consequence of the i
articles of complaint exhibited against him by the assembly E
of this province, until such articles of complaint shall have |
been submitted to this house, and this house shall have con- r

curred therein, and such articles of complaint, after such
submission and concurrence shall have been heard and de- f
termined in such tribunal as your royal highness shall be
pleased to appoint for that purpose ; or until such articles of
complaint, without such submission and concurrence, shall [
have been heard and determined in due course of justice in l
this house, under such commission as your royal highness

shall see fit to issue for that purpose, with such powers and |
limitations as to your royal highness shall seem meet.” b
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In reply to this, it was resolved by the chap
assembly ¢ that the claims of the legislative XX!
council touching the complaints brought by 757
the assembly were not founded on constitutional
laws, or any analogy thereto—that they tended
to prevent offenders, out of the reach of the
ordinary tribunals of the country, from being
brought to justice, and to maintain, perpetuate
and encourage, an arbitrary, illegal, tyranni-
cal and oppressive power over the people of
the province.”

A petition was presented by Mr. Sherwood,
to the assembly, from the family of the late
Frangois Corbeil, who, it was alleged, had
died in consequence of his imprisonment, un-
der the administration of Sir J. H. Craig,
complaining of Mr. Chief Justice Monk and
others, by whom, in their capacity of executive
councillors, the warrant had been issued in
virtue whereof their father had been imprisoned,
on a charge of treasonable practices, which
they asserted to be notoriously false.” Another
petition from Mr. Sherwood himself, against
the same functionary, was also presented,
representing his conduct on the bench in a case
of indictment for libel found against that
gentleman, In a most unfavorable light.

- It is to be observed, that soon after the
acquittal of the chief justices, by decision of
the Prince Regent, a pamphlet, in print, con-
taining copies of the orderin council absolving
those gentlemen, and of the correspondence
between chief justice Sewell, and certain
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chap. functionaries in England on the subject, was ih
XXL circulated in Quebec and Montreal, in order, Ki
o7 probably, to inform theirfriends and the public an
of the course pursued, and result of the im- at
peachments. This was followed by another an
pamphlet, in which the order in council, and sl
correspondence were travestied into the most bi
perfect burlesque, and which, though nothing sl
more than risible, sir Gordon Drummond, hs
then administering the government, neverthe- th
less, deemed a libel on the british government,of pa
sufficient gravity and importance to induce him ju
to direct his Majesty’s attorney general, Mr. the
Uniacke, to institute legal proceedings for M
bringing to punishment the authors and publi- fo
shers, if they could be ascertained. The el
attorney general {who was understood to have yi
disapproved of the notice bestowed upon the bri
matter) had no difficulty in fixing the author- We
ship upon Mr. Sherwood, a popular member the
of the assembly, who was accordingly indicted be
for it as a libel upon the king’s government, at rel
a court of oyer and terminer, held at Montreal. tic
The petitioner complained that he had been -
much aggrieved and oppressed by a persecution ag
carried on against him, under the influence of te
the chief justice of Montreal, James Monk, o
esquire, acting in the triple capacity of a lead- ag
ing member of the executive government, a int
prosecutor and a judge. He represented this thi
court to have been held in consequence of but
the absence of the chief justice Monk, from his | qt

duties as judge at Montreal, during the time e
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when by law the criminal term of the court of chup.
King’s bench there ought to have been held, XX!
and which, owing to his absence at Quebec, in Jg57
attendance upon the council had not taken place,
and that the laws of the land had been thereby
suspended and dispensed with, contrary to the
bill of rights—he alleged the special commis-
sion under which the court had been held, to
have been unnecessary—that it was to answer
the private purposes of Mr. Monk, and the

e party to which he belonged—that the grand
wh  jury instead of being drawn from the body of
ni, | the district, had been packed from the city of
g | Montreal, “composed of individuals devoted
i p to the said James Monk”—that they hunted up
¢ 1 evidence for themselves, sending out bailiffs

without any subpeena or process of court to
bring before them citizens of Montreal, who
were supposed to be in habits of intimacy with
the petitioner, and who were lawlessly dragged
before the grand jury and examined on matters
relating to the private concerns of the peti-
tioner, and wholly irrelevant to the indictment
—that a bill of indictment had been found
against ‘him merely on suspicion. The pre-
tended libel, it was said, is inserted in the
body of the indictment, and principally directed

faln against the said James Monk and against his

— interest—his name being mentioned upwards of

el thirty times, although the indictment contains

jenee but one count. Yet, (said the petition) he

ok sat upon the bench, and countenanced and

pele  encouraged the packed)grand jury in their
Aa 2




».iniquitous conduct. ¢ His whole behaviour

manifested”—it continued—*' a lively personal

_interest in the prosecution. When the officer

of the court was reading the indictment, the
said James Monk perceiving a smile upon the
countenance of a gentleman of the bar, inter-
rupted the reading, assailed him with fierce
animadversions and threatened that he would
remember that smile when he should give a
charge to the petty jury against the petmoner——
The t\'tm}] of 8 'i)rltlkh judge sitting in a
cause in which he was interested, the thltiOHBl‘
believed, was never known before, not evenin
the ddu of Scroggs and Jefferies.” The peti-
tioner 1cpl<ﬂenicd that in wnacquunu' of this
lawless persecution, he had been falsely im-
prisoned, and held to excessive baii, his
liberties as a british subject violated, and his
privileges as a member of the house trampled
under toot.—He, therefere, prayed the house
would take his grievance into consideration,
and use their efforts to prevent any judge of
this prevince, in future, from perverting the
administration of justice for party purposes,
and converting it into an instrument to gratify
personal vengeance.

Although not without strong suspicion that
the indecorous conduct here imputed to Mr.
Monk, whose character for judicial integrity
stood high, and the other excesses comphm-
ed of are overcharged, it is, nevertheless, well
that the reader should see a picture charae-
teristic, to a certain extent, of these times,

i 0]
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havy when those high functionaries and other chap
| head officials were the lords of the land, and XX
could with impunity forget themselves. It must Tgp7.
also be observed, that since the impeachment
of the chief justices, there was a prurient dis-
: position in the assembly, to disparage and pull
I b down the judges, arising partly perhaps, from
the unguarded conduct of some of them on the
bench, and partly from their interference in
politics, and otherwise mixing themselves up
in matters foreign to their station.

The petition was referred to a select commit-
tee of five members who instituted an inquiry,
but which, being continued throughout the
session and over to the next, finally ended in
smoke, as did also the indictment that pro-
voked it, which never was brought to trial,
propably as a matter too ludicrous and absurd
for judicial investigation.®

Mr.Stuart preparatory to his stirring in revi-

* Shortly after this petition was laid before the assembly and the
matter referred to a select committee, the following communications
were submitted to the house :—

* & CastLE oF St. LEwIs, Quebec, 19th Feby., 1817

¢ 8ir,—The chief justice of the court of king’s bench for the district
of Montreal, having addressed to me a letter explanatory of the cause
of his absence from Montreal, in March, one thousand eight hundred
and sixteen, at the period when the court is by law umm'ml:-cl to sit
there, for the trial of criminal causes, for which absence a charge has
been brought against him in the house of assembly, I think it proper
to transmit you a copy of this communication, and of' the enclosure
. which accompanied it, in order that in any further proceedings of the
IDiE§ assembly on this subject, they may be informed of the circumstances
DI represented by the chief justice.

¢ [ have the honor to be, sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
«“J. C. SHERBROOKE, govr. in chief.

“ L. J, PapPINEAU, esq., speaker of the house of assembly.”
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val of the impeachments, moved, on the 27th
January, that a call of the house should take
place on the 21st February. This motion was

The following are the letters above referred to :—

(Copy.) ‘¢ MoNTREAL, Feby. 14th, 1817.

¢ 8ir,—As I find that the house of assembly is proceeding under a
committee, upona petition presentedto that house by’ Samuel Sher-
wood, one of the members thereof, made early in the session of the
present legislature, wherein he has stated, * that I had absented my-
self from sitting in, and holding a court of king’s bench for the distriet
of Montreal, on the first ten days of the month of March last past,
whereby the said court was not held, and the law of the land was dis-
pensed with, contrary to the bill of rights ;* and as this assertion may
improvidently be brought forth as a charge against my official charac-
ter and duties, in a case where the prerogative of the crown has been
legally exercised, and when the conduct of its officer is not culpable,
I'am impressed with the dutyof presenting .to vour excellency my
conduct, and the exercise of the prerogative, in Tespect to my duties
upon holding the said ecourt, in the month of March last.

Your excellency will perceive, by the enclosed letter, the express
injunctions of his excellency the administrator in chief, and may be a
better judge than I can presume, of the reasons that occasioned his
exercise of the rights of the sovereign, in respect to my ‘duties.—And
your excellency will justly appreciate how far the assembly should
be permitted to proceed, in a formal charge, which, I submit, could
not take place, were that house officially apprised of the cireum-
stances attending the conduct thathad superinduced a supposed cul-
pability in a servant of the crown.

1 have the honor to be, &c.
(Signed) #“ J. M