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Provinces.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE.

IN FOUR VOLUME S.

VOL. IIIL

QUEBEC:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED FOR THE LATE FIRM OF
T. CARY & CO.,—BY THOMAS CARY.

1850.




[r
of this wo

three o

the auth

mission to
deem ad
sy 10 2
work o f
ore, onl
down o t
ment 1 |

iegath g

g

£vents x‘\"!:
stution
¢nt, ang



NOTICE.

IT was intended at the commencement
of this work that it should be comprised within
three volumes; but some very interesting
papers, not hitherto published, relating to
public matters in Lower Canada, having
recently, that is to say, since the publica-
tion of the second volume, been placed in
the author’s hands with the liberal per-
mission to publish such of them as he may
deem advisable, he has found it neces-
sary to alter his purpose and extend the
work to four volumes. This volume, there-
fore, only traces events in Lower Canada
down to the expiration of the provincial parlia-
ment in 1834. The fourth will begin with the
fifteenth and last parliament of that province,
detailing its proceedings and the principal
events which led to the suspension of the con-
stitution in 1838, by act of the imperial parlia-
ment, and public matters thence to the act of




v
840, re-uniting the two Canadas into one
province as at present constituted, together
with a copious Appendix, containing such of
the documents above alluded to as may con-
sistently be published, which being for the
most part from public characters more or less
distinguished, who at various periods, in bye-
gone times, have participated in the adminis-
tration of the government of Lower Canada,
or been concerned in its affairs, will, the
author believes, be of the deepest interest to
all those who are desirous of rightly under-
standing its history, and in particular to such
as would know something of what has been
passing behind the curtain, as well as upon the
visible parts of the theatre.

R. C.

Quebec, 6th Sept., 1850.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

A question has been raised, since the issue
of the second volume of this work, in some of
the journals of the province, the JMontreal
Courier in particular, whether the expedition
to Plattsburgh, in 1814, by the forces under
Sir George Prevost, were pursuant to orders
from England, or undertaken by that officer
on his own responsibility ; and the author hav-
ing been cited to solveit, it is due, he feels,
in courtesy to the intelligent editor of the
Courier, as well as to the public, to respond
to the invitation as far as his knowledge of
the subject extends. In answer, then, he has
to observe, that Sir George Prevost’s policy,
from first to last, as governor in chief and
commander of the forces in Canada, it is well
understood was defensive ; and that such also
were his instructions from home at the outset
of the war declared in 1812, by the United
States against Great Britain, there cannot be
a doubt. The british government was neither
inclined, nor in fact had the necessary means
in Canada at the outbreak of hostilities against
us, to carry on offensive warfare against our
neighbours. Recent events had soured the
temper of the great body of the french cana-
dian population, and the american government
built upon the circumstance, expecting that
far from opposing they would hail the invad-
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ers of the Canadas as their deliverers. 'The
commander of the forces understood the diffi-
culties and heavy responsibility of his position,
and must have felt that, without dreaming of
active operations against the enemy, he would
have on hand ample work in preparing for the
storm. He consequently resolved upon the
course best suited to his purpose, the defence
of the Canadas, and by a conciliating and just
policy, perfectly succeeded in combining
ina spirit of loyalty and enthusiasm (which
six months previously it would have been
thought impossible ever to realize,) the masses
to a degree never to be forgotten by the british
government, and that not only surprized and
animated the whole british empire,(then engag-
ed in the most eventful struggle that Europe
had witnessed,) but that actually proved, as
shewn by subsequent events, adequate to any
emergency purely of defence, and to which,
to preserve their confidence, wisely he limited
their action throughout the war.

General Brock’s brilliant success at Detroit,
and his capture of the american forces under
general Hull, with the simultaneous fall of
Michillimackinac, by which the indian tribes
(auxiliaries whose aid it is sincerely to be
hoped will never, under any contingency,
be invoked again,) of the West, South West
and North West, were brought into action
against the enemy’s arms, inspired the
comntry with a confidence in its own ener-
gy and resources that carried it success-
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The success of the british arms in Spain
and consecutively in France, left at the dis-
posal of the government of England a large
force, which being transferred to Canada, in
1511 it was believed might now be ad-

antageously employed in ‘offensive opera-
tiom., uud here commenced the evil. The
defensive was a successful policy ; the
error lay in the departure from it. In a
pamphlet, published in London, 1823, recent-
ly put into the author’s hands, intituled,—
“ Some account of the pu’;li(' life of lieut.-
general Sir George Prevost, bart., particularly
of his services in the Canadas,” there is the
following extract from a despatch of the 3d
June, 1814, from the colonial minister, earl
Bathurst, to Sir George Prevost, e\plammfr to
him the oh;u,ts (omemphtcd by the reinforce-
ments which were then on their way from
Bourdeaux to Canada :—

% The object of your operations will be, first,—To give
immediate protection, secondly, to obtain, if possible, ulti-
mate security, to his Majesty’s possessions in America.
The entire destruction of Sackett’s Harbour, and the naval
establishment on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain, come
under the first description.”—Should there be any advanc-
ed position on that part of our frontier which extends
towards Lake Champlain, the occupation of which would
materially tend to the security of the province, you will, if
you deem it expedient, expel the enemy f{rom it, and occupy
it by detachments of the troops under your command,
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always, however, taking care not to ezpose his ﬂ’[ﬂ_,}cs{y:f
troops to being cut off by too extended a line of U."fi,'(mc.c.

—+ At the same time, itis by no means the intention
of his Majesty’s government to encourage _suc.h for'ward
movements into the interior of the american territory,
as might commit the safety of the force placed wnder your
command.”

It would, indeed, seem that something like
a discretion was left him, by the words ¢ if
you deem it expedient,” &ec.;—DBut if the
reader refer to the despatch from Sir
George Prevost to earl Bathurst, (Vol. IL,
page 395,) he will see what at least was
expected of that officer, and cannot fail to
be convinced that the expedition to Platts-
burgh was not a spontaneous enterprise, nor of
the planning of the commander of the forces
in the Canadas, butin consequence of the
orders received to, adopt * offensive measures
against the enemy.” To the above, it may,
without impropriety be added, that captain
N. Freer, who, during the late war with the
United States, filled the confidential and res-
ponsible office of military secretary to the
commander of the forces in Canada, (and who
ever since, continuously to the present day, has
been a citizen of Quebec,) as well as the late
honble. A. W. Cochran, who during the same
period, served as an assistant secretary under
Sir George Prevost, and with captain Freer
participated largely in his confidence, have
both, frequently, to the author’s know[edge.
been heard to attribute the untoward expedi-
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tion to Plattsburgh, to the orders which his
excellency had received from home, and of
which independently of the testimony of those
gentlemen, there is in the letters before the
public, above alluded to, ample evidence.

Mr. Cochran, the author regrets to observe,
is beyond the reach of human interpellation or
appeal, having been swept off by the cholera,
which, in 1849, desolated Quebec for the third
time since 1832 inclusively,* but capt. Freer
lives and can set the author right if he be in
error, or have failed in doing justice to the
memory of the late Sir George Prevost, in
this or any other respect.

The following private despatch from Sir
George Prevost to earl Bathurst, relating to
the Plattsburgh expedition is interesting :i—

[mm'_-n'}:.]

¢« Montreal, 21st Sept., 1814.

My lord,-~In my despatch from Plattsburgh,of the 11th
instant, I reported to your lordship the unfortunate event
which induced me to withdraw the troops with which I
had advanced into the enemy’s territory. My reasons for
that measure I can more fully explain to your lordship in a
private communication than it might be proper to do in a
public letter.

¢¢ Your lordship must have been aware, from my previ-
ous despatches, that no offensive operations could be carried
on, within the enemy’s territory, for the destruction of his
naval establishments, without naval support. Having
ascertained that our flotilla was in every respect equal to the

* A short memoir of this gentleman is placed in the Appendix,—
letter F,, Vol. 1V,
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enemy’s, and having received from captain Downie the
assurance, not only of his readiness, but of his ability to co-
operate with the army, I did not hesitate in advancing to
Plattsburgh, and confidently relying on the successful exer-
tions of the squadron, I made my arrangements for the
assault of the enemy’s works the moment it should appear.

“ The disastrous and unlooked for result of the naval con-
test, by depriving me of the only means by which I could
avail myselfl of any advantage I might gain, rendered a
perseverance in the attack of the enemy’s position highly
imprudent, as well as hazardous. From the state of the
roads, each day’s delay at Plattsburgh rendered my retreat
more difficult. The enemy’s militia was rising en masse
around me, desertion increasing, and our supply of provi-
sions scanty.

¢ Excluded from the use of water communication, and
that by roads passing through woods and over swamps,
becoming, from the state of the weather, as well as from
the obstructions made by the enemy, nearly impassable—
under these circumstances, I had to determine whether
I should consider my own fame, by gratifying the ardour of
the troops in persevering in the attack, or consult the more
substantial interests of my country, by withdrawing the
army which was yet uncrippled, for the security of these
provinces ; in adopting the latter measure, I feel that I
have accorded with the views of his Majesty’s government,
and that a contrary conduct would have been attended
with immediate and imminent danger to this province.

“ The most ample success on shore, after the loss of the
fleet, could not have justified the sacrifice I must have
made to obtainit. Had I failed, as such an event was
possible, after the american army had been cheered by the
sight of a naval victory, the destruction of a great part of
our troops must have been the consequence, and with the
remainder I should have had to make a precipitate and
embarrassed retreat, one very different from that which I
have made.

“ These are considerations which, without doubt, will
have their due weight with your lordship, and induce you,
I trust, to view the measures I have adopted as those best

4 The right hon.

+
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calculated to promote, as well the honor of his Majesty’s
arms, as the safety of this part of his dominions.

¢ I herewith transmit a comparative state of the force of
the two squadrons, in order that your lordship may be satis-
fied with my reasons for not discouraginga naval engage-
ment, in which, if all had done their duty®, I should have
had a very different report to make.

¢¢ 1 have the honor to be,” &c.
“ The right hon. earl Bathurst.”

* This was not intended as any reflection on the late captain
Downie. It is explained by the following extract from James’s
Naval Memoirs, p. 411, shewing the opinion of the american
naval commander, as to the result ot the action on Lake Cham-
plain :—

¢ Commodore Macdonough, taking lieutenant Robertson, when
presenting his sword, for the british commanding officer, spoke to
him as follows :—¢ You owe it, Sir, to the shameful conduct of your
gun-boats and cutters, that you are performing this office to me; for,
had they done their duty, you must have perceived, from the situa-

" tion of the Saratoga, that I could hold out no longer: and indeed,

nothing induced me to keep up her colours, but seeing, from the
united fire of all the rest of my squadron on the Confiance, and her
unsupported situation, that she must ultimately surrender.’—Here is
an acknowledgment, candid and honourable in the extreme.”—
Lieutenants Rayot and McGee, both officers of the royal navy, and
in charge of the gun-boats, did not after their discredifable flight on
this occasion, presume to shew themselves againin Canada, and
not appearing subsequently in England to take their trial, were
struck off the navy list.







CHAPTER XXI1V.

Reflections on the state of the Province—parliament con-
voked——-Mr. Valliéres chosen speaker in the absence of
Mr. Papineau—governor’s speech—proceedings against
the intended union by both houses—petition to the king
and parliament——message to the assembly relating to Sir
Francis N. Burton, the lieut. governor-——Kastern Town-
ships erected into a judicial district, and a bill introduced to
admit them into the representation~—the latter lost in the
council-—estimates of local establishments sent down and
voted—bills of indemnity——appointment of an agent re-
considered--attack upon the press—embarrassments of the
receiver general, and defalcation in the public chest—Ca-
nade Trade Act considered—appropriations of the session
~—prorogation—government relinquishes for the present,
the projected union—lord Dalhousie sails for Halifax on
a visit—new official gazette—legislature meets—proceed-
ings relating to the late receiver general-—monument pro-
posed to the memory of sir George Prevost—considera-
tion of Canada Trade /ct—estimates for the year—voted
by a majority of one—resolutions prefixed to the vote—
salaries reduced twenty-five per cent——bill accordingly
passed and sent to the legislative council—rejected—
address by the legislative council to his majesty—ecall by
the governor on the assembly to refund to the military
chest certain advances he had made from it—the call
disregarded—claim of the United States to the free
navigation of the St. Lawrence—application from Up-
per Canada for certain war indemnities—rejected by
the assembly-—clergy reserves—arrears of duties and
drawbacks claimed by Upper Canada—change of the

VOL. IlI. A




{“’11

l‘ - . .
xav. judices of national origin were at work, and
s, that animosity and antagonism had been stir-

4

feodal tenure as provided in the Canada Trade JAct—
vote of thanks to Sir James McIntosh——prorogation and
speech—formation of ¢ The Literary and Historical
Society of Quebec’~~earl of Dalhousie embarks for Eng-
land on leave of absence——miscellanies.

9

I+ must be evident to the reader, that pre-

red up and now existed, in full force, between
the races—that there was little or no sympa-
thy between the governed and government—
governors deeming themselves, it would seem,
in the license some of them had unwarrantably
assumed, something more privileged than the
sovereign, and colonists something less than
british subjects—and that the executive and
house of assembly differently composed, the
latter, for by far the greater part, of persons of
colonial birth; the former chiefly of european,
or, as it was now customary, by the canadians
of french origin to denominate them, foreign’”
growth—had entered upon a quarrel about
principles of the constitution and government
of the province, the result of which it was im-
possible to foresee, though all felt that disor-
der and violence would grow out of it. The
defalcation in the receiver general’s chest,
which, about thi$ time, was publicly declared,
together with the pretensions advanced by the
assembly, in connexion with the civil list, over
the whole finances of the province, gave to the
misunderstanding in question the inaccurate
denomination of * financial difficulties,” a mis-
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o Trade Ad- . 4 .
4 nomer by which many in the province, and chap

particularly those at a distance from it, may st
have received a false impression of the matter, 55,
and wholly misunderstood the points at issue,
which were rather constitutional than financial.

\ .- The assembly were asserting a controul over
the public funds of the province, appropriated

as well as unappropriated, with a view to the
enlargment of their own powers, and the recei-
ver general had, during the dispute, become
insolvent it is true, but there was no embar-
rassment in the finances themselves.—On the
contrary, they were rather in a flourishing
condition. It was, in fact, the commencement

of a contest for power and ¢ the spoils.”

It had, indeed, been long a subject of gene-
COMPOs: ®  yal complaint, by that part of the population

4 0L constituting the majority in the province, that
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Iy of €O §¢ wwas not governed in accordance with the
y the canati feelings and wishes of the inhabitants, and this
hem, “ I8 9 said,was owing to the exclusive character of
quamel 8¢ the executive and legislative councils, which
nd govemi®l  swere constituted chiefly of the official class, or

hich it WS of persons of british origin, in no respect repre-
felt 1111_9:-"*‘"1_' senting the popular or canadian interests, and
out ol It !T-' who, it was alleged, had little or no sympathy,
nerals % with the great body of the people. Until those
blicly dec®  bodies were liberalised by the introduction of

¥

vanced % native colonists of independence and weight
civil Isb O in the colony, and a more domestic, social,
ce, ga7e"™  and homelike character by that means given

he inaccurii_' them ; the inhabitants of the province, it was
ulties, 87 also urged, could place no confidence in
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them, nor would a thorough good understand-
ing and harmony prevail between the three
branches of the legislature. It was retorted
upon those of this opinion, that the class allud-
ed to were anti-british in feeling and uncon-
stitutional in their views, and consequently not
to be relied upon nor entrusted with power, of
which it was alleged they already had far too
much,—that if the british interests were over
represented in the councils, they were also but
very inadequately represented in the assembly,
and that the one would compensate for and ba-
lance the other. The soundness of the former
arguments was generally admitted by the well-
informed of the british unofficial class, but the
new pretensions of their fellow subjects of
french origin, to a separate ¢ nationalilé,” in
which their own quality of british subjects was
to be merged, were exceedingly distasteful
to, and justly alarmed them, as a doctrine
incompatible with their allegiance, revolting to
their feelings, and prejudicial to the best inte-
rests of the colony. They were quite disposed
to go with them in all just reforms in the legis-
lative bodies, as well as in the executive and
judicial departments, consistent with the con-
stitution, and conducive to the public good and
permanent connexion of the colony with Great
Britain, and to respect their religion, their
laws and even their prejudices ; but were far
from entertaining a desire to part with their
national character for that which it was now
proposed to set up and invest them with, or
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| understang . . :
en the ;L0 repudiate their own honest english prepos- chap
w  sessions or prejudices in mere complacency "

Was retore . . ——r—
to,much less adoptin their stead those of french~ g5y

he class ol

2wl men, (as seemed to be expected of them,) and

wequerlry 25 indeed, some few, of british origin, from
e L motives best known to themselves really have
with powe,

v el b done, or at least feigned to do, and, in certain
1% instances, to profit.

€S(8 Were 0 .
s The contemplated union of the Canadas

J \Ilere ah"“;' being considered by the majority of the popu-
ME ST Jation of the province, a measure of coercion
Sl and rigour, somewhat cooled the ardour of the
55 of th " representatives, who, accordingly met, on the
ted by ‘l-'lfj‘ff:' 10th of January, in a spirit of circumspection,
lclass, WE e ot of conciliation, *

0“;,2:}?};9.’.' Mr. Papineau, the speaker, without officially
nafionallt; ©

notifying the governor of his departure for
England, had, previous to it, informed the
clerk of the assembly, by letter, that owing to

sh subjects
ngly distese

8 0 g intended absence, he could not attend his
ce, eV Jties ag speaker of the assembly, at the ap-
o the best proaching session. The governor, after the
quite dispos assembly had, in the usual manner, been sum-

ns I 1h?.“f‘ff moned to the council chamber, informed them,
execlli®®”  through the speaker of the legislative council,
with 16 ¢hat % being apprised f Mr. Papi ’s ab-
it te ™ \ g apprised of Mr. Papineau’s a
ubhcgf’od ’Ej sence, by which he had rendered himself una-
ny wnhﬁ;"j ble to attend the service of the assembly, as
i the = . < 3
religioh % speaker, and being desirous that the. public

- but \}'Jf‘l‘f}f affairs might receive no delay, he gave leave
art with 4

'h 1t was 1o * The quorum, which, in the last session, as previously noticed,
_ with, 0 had been fixed at twenty-six, a majority of the whele assembly, was
hem this session reduced to twenty-one.




map to the assembly, to choose a new speaker, and
that they were to present the person, who
3.should be chosen, to his excellency on: the
morrow, attwo o’clock, for his approbation.”
Mr. Vallieres was unanimously chosen, al-
hough a junior member, after the rejection of
Mr. I‘}OUI:(,EH%CS and Mr. Viger, who were sue-
cessively proposed.
His excellency having confirmed the choice
{ the house, proceeded to open the session.
He stated that an act had been passed,  regu-
ating our trade with the United States of Ame-
ica, and our intercourse with Upper Canada,
ind providing for an adjustment of the differ-
snces subsisting between the two provinces—
that copies of these three acts should be laid
before them :—

‘I am commanded to inform you”—said his excellency
— that his Majesty’s ministers proposed to parliament,
certain alterations in the act thirty-first George the third,
shapter thirty-one, principally with a view to unite into one
the' two legislatures of Upper and Lower Canada ; but the
re was withdrawn and postponed to the next session,
r to afford an opportunity of ascertaining the senti-
ments of the people of these provinces upon it.

“ T'have no doubt you will give your early attention ‘o
1. subjectof such general importance, and I will only express
my hope that your deliberations upon it, will be marked by
that moderation which is best caleulated to give weight and
effect to such representationsas you may see fit to direct.

« Gentlemen of the assembly,—No bill of appropriation
haviug passed in the last session, to enable me to mest the
expenses of'the civil government, you must be aware of the
difficulties and embarrassments thereby thrown upon me. I
have endeavoured as much as I could; to avert the great
inconveniences to the public, which T stated in mv message
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Deaker, anf to you of the sixth of February last, by paying up the usual Chap

DErson, why established expenses for the hall year then current, but I xxrv

neY. on f have not felt myself justified in doing so, beyond that period, -~~~
e and there consequently remains a very considerable arrear 1823

Approbatl due to several of the public servants.

y chosen, i ¢« I shall directa full statement of the course I have

e rejection adopted, together with accounts of the receipt and expendi-

who were s ture for the year to be laid before you ; and I shall: submit

to you by estimate the probable expense in this year, of

: those local establishments and objects of public charge, for

ned the choie which, according to the principles stated to you in that mes-
sage, it is my duty to call upon you to provide.

¢ I trust that in the course of this session, you will take

into consideration the whole financial accounts which have

passed, rez

"‘:‘Lmef" been furnished at your request, during the last two years. 1
Lppe:‘f i have given, and am still disposed to give every facility in
it of the my power, to enable you to examine and bring these long

LI standing accounts to a clear and final arrangement, and I
Nt pITD_H‘ must say that I see little difficulty in accomplishing the task.
should bels ¢ I am convinced that every member of the legislature
must regret that the progress of the public interests for some
years past, has been so materially interrupted. I will not,
therefore, on this occasion, dwell upon past events j—the
remedy lies in your hands, and to you I will leave it, with
my most earnest recommendation that you will 'seriously
consider the incalculable injuries, which have been, and
must continue to be, accumulated on the province, while
the executive branch of the constitution remains disabled
from exercising its just and legitimate and most useful
powers.”’

The assembly, in their address in answer to
his excellency’s speech, observed—

‘ In the order which your excellency has received to in-
form us, that his Majesty’s ministers had proposed to the

imperial parliament certain alterations 'in the act of the
thirty-first George II1., chapter thirty-flrst, principally with
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DO Csnada, and that they had likewise postponed the measure
o avert !

: to the nextsession, in order to afford the people of these
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provinces an opportunity of making known their sentiments
upon it, we find fresh proof of the justice of his A'Iq_]estgv s
government and of the imperial parliament, oa which'the
inhabitants of this country have already learned to rely with
confidence.—We shall assuredly give the most serious and
early attention toa subject of such general importance, and,
however deep the feeling of interest which ‘attaches us to
the existing form of government, and to a constitution
which we justly regard as the pledge of our security and
welfare, your excellency may, nevertheless, rely on our
meeting your wish, that our deliberations wupon it may be
marked by that moderation which your excellency justly
deems so well calculated to 'give weight to our representa-
tions on this subject.

« We sincerely regret that your excellency should have
been exposed to difficulties and embarrassments, occasioned
by the unfortunate circumstances which have interposed
obstacles to the passing of a bill of appropriation in the last
session, for enabling your excellency to pay the expenses
of the civil government. We shall apply our serious atten-
tion to the information which your excellency has given us,
that you have endeavoured, asfaras you could, to avert the
inconveniences to the public, which your excellency stated
in your message of the sixth February last, by paying up the
usual established expenses for the half year then current :—
that your excellency has not felt justified in so doing beyond
that period, and that there consequently remains a consider-
able arrear to several of the public servants.

“ We could not but regret that obstacles have arisen to
the progress of the public interests for some years past. The
repeated offers of the commons of this province, to provide,
so,far as might depend on them, for the wants of his Majes-
ty’s government, as well as their grants in aid of the deve-

lopment of the resources of this country, are a pledge of
B

their disposition to obviate the difficulties which the execu-
tive branch of the government may encounter in the exer-
cise of the rights and power with which it is invested by the
constitution, -

“ We shall give our serious attention to the subiects
which your excellency intends to communicate tous fO{' oup
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consideration ; and your excellency may always rely on Chap.
finding in us that spirit of moderation and honorable zeal, xxrs
which alone can lead to a full and faithful discharge of our —~~
duties to our sovereign and our country.” 1823
The subjects adverted to in the speech, par-
ticularly the union, being deemed of the high-
est importance, a call of the assembly was
ordered for the 21st January, in order that a
decided expression of the whole house on the
subject, might be given.
The legislative council discussed the sub-
ject, and passed several resolutions, by a majo-
rity of fifteen against five, deprecating the pro-
posed union, avoiding, however, to urge any
other than as general reasons against it,—* the
fears and apprehensions, jealousies and dis-
content it might excite” among “ a people
warmly attached to their present constitution.”
They also declared, that as councillors chosen
by his Majesty in this province, they felt they
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s, by pa would be guilty of a dereliction of their solemn

l?‘?““?i} duty did they not declare, as their firm opinion,

s e e that the union of the two legislatures, would
aIns a Consicer

have a direct tendency to weaken and embar-
rass the administration of his Majesty’s govern-
| ment, and ultimately create discontent in the
minds of his Majesty’s subjectsin this colony.*
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* In the legislative council, the following protest ‘was entered
r,-area pl against the vote for an address to his Majesty, praying that a union of
L'i ioh the the Canadas might not take place :—

Vi 1. exct = 2 %

i lcm the exee ¢ Dissentient—

m?r ; ‘r # First—Because the union of Upper and Lower Canada, under one
s nvested - legislature, would afford satisfactory, constitutional, and effectual
means of removing those fiscal diffienlties which have hitherto exist-
ed, and which, under the present order of things, must continue o
exist, and excite jealousy and disaffection between the provinces

o the subjeet
cate to s lorol




chap. The assembly, when the

subject came on,
XXIV l)tl\‘\ (_,

i several resolutions, by a very great
1323, majority, afier some warm debates.*
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I'hese resolutions follow :—
‘ That this house participates in the \lllpl‘;\l' and grief felt bya
very large nmwu y of his Majesty’s subjects in this province, on
earning that his Maj sty’s ministers have o] osed to lmr,\]:nnvl‘.T
ns in the act 'il Geo. III., cap. 31, chiefly with a view of

res of l H]r r and Lower Canada.

at the r_'-:);-iﬁl:t:nn conferred on the

province by the said act,
ne separation of this Province from 1 pper Canad la were, on the
part of the imperial parliament

cence towards the inhabitants of
e means of preserving entire the rich
Al and secured to them by the f:
That the passing of the said act h
tual methods of making known to 1l
the 'zz::mnmm.\' of Ju- bri
’) nis n i}l M\

an act of justice as well as benefi-
p]n\;] .
1

1 ht[n one of
> inhabit
sh character, and hs

government the iny iolable cor
.“} of all L‘]'iwm of h

affection and
ajesty’s su cts in this colony.

That the said act, modelled on the ('\ht‘-l.ﬂf!!]‘l)il of the mother
ountry, by some of its greatest and wises

establ l"’lt‘
pOWers s uflicient to re mr:h abus

; redress i ||Hu( s, allay discon
vide for the general welfare of the province.
hat not only do the reasons which ocea sioned the ]1..'\]11" of the
said act still exist in full force, but thev h: wve even gained additional
from the happy exper u nce therein acquired by the inhabi-
tants of this pit)\lhl e, and Imm their 1v=n11f1m“ the same with reason
as the unchangeable foundation of their institutions, and
most dearly cherished rights
That were the propo rations ad n] ted by parliament,
vesult would be that the two provinees having

their l:l\\\-
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2ct came g The resolutions of the assembly were embo- chap
b very g died in petitions to the king and parliament. >
st That to his Majesty was, at the request of the 1g3.

assembly, transmitted to England by the gover-
nor. The addresses to the two houses, were
forwarded to Messrs. Papineau and Neilson, in
in England, to be submitted by them.

His excellency at an early period of the ses-

gious institutions and usages essentially different, would be subjected
toone and the same legislature, whose decisions would alternately
endanger the laws and institutions of either province—That there
would thence result well-founded apprehensions respecting the stabi-
lity of those laws and institutions, fatal doubts of the future lot of
these colonies, and a relaxation of the energy and confidence of the
people, and of the bonds which so strongly attach them to the mother
country.

¢ And on the question being put upon each paragraph, they were
agreed to with the following division :—

Yeas—Messrs. Dessaulles, Bélanger, A. Perrault, Rochon, Pre-
vost, Dumont, Fortin, Heney, Franchére, Fournier, Proulx, Mous-
seau, Robitaille, Déligny , Bourdages, Langevin, Davidson, Clouet,
Arcand, Quesnel, Picotte, ‘Taschereau, Cuvillier, Viger, J. Perre
Taché, L. Laguneux, Badeaux, Amiot, E. C. Lagueux, and Quirouet

Nays—Messrs. Ogden, Oldham, and Garden.

¢ And the same were ordered to be engrossed ; and the address tc
1u~ Majesty was ordered to be presented to his excellency the gover-
nor in (‘nul by the whole house, with an humble address to his
excellency, requesting he will be pleased to transmit the same to his
Majesty’s ministers, to be by them laid at the foot of the throne.

¢ After which, messengers were appointed to wait upon his excel-
lency to know when he will be pleased to receive the house with its
address.

¢ It was then ordered, that the clerk of the house be enjoined to
transmit with all possible diligence, copies of the resolutions of the
house of the 21st instant, to Louis Joseph Papineau and John Neilson,
Esquires, charged with carrying the petition of the inhabitants of
this province to the imperial parliament, and with supporting the
same in England ;"and resolved , that the house, actuated by a sense of
confidence in the integrity and honor of the said Louis Joseph Papi-
neau and John Neilson, esquires, assured of their attachment to his
Majesty’s government and this country, request them to take mea-
sures for causing the petitions of the house to be presented to both
houses of the imperial parliament.*

It may not be hors de propos here to observe, that the constitution
now so vehemently lauded, as establishing ‘¢ powers sufficient to re-




cuap. sion of the legislature, acquainted the assem-
x1v. hly by message, that the arrival of the lieut.
Ts03, governor, Sir Francis N. Burton, made it

necessary that a residence should be provided
for him, and that a furnished house had accord-
ingly been taken for his excellency, at the rate
of £500 currency, per annum, which he recom-
mended the assembly to provide for ; and that
in order to enable the lieut. governor to live in
the province in a manner becoming his sta-
tion, a sum not exceeding £1000, sterling, be
added to his present salary.

The lieut. governor had become popular;
and the assembly cheerfully voted the allow-
ance recommended. A bill was accordingly
passed, augmenting his salary, (which previ-
ously stood at £1500) to two thousand five
hundred pounds, sterling, during his residence
in the province ; and the further allowance of
£500, currency, for house rent.

The Eastern Townships, hitherto neglected
were, this session, attended to by the assem-
bly. Separated from Montreal and Quebec,
by a wilderness, through which there hardly
was a practicable footpath,whereby the inhabi-
tants could come to market with their produce,
or to the courts, for justice, loud complaints

medy abuses, redress injuries, allay discontents and provide for the
general welfare of the province”—and considered ¢ by the inhabi-
tants of this province, as the unchangeable foundation of their laws,
their institutions, and their most dearly cherished rights,” was, how-
ever, notwithstanding all this and more, as the reader will see in the
sequel, as vehemently cast aside and repudiated, before the expira-
tion of some twelve short years after this epoch, as it was previously
extolled. ‘ .
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the awr  of oppression and injustice, as previously ob- cpap.
of theles  served, were made by them against the ma;o- ALk
n, made rity of the assembly, as anti- bntxsh, and oppo““’w
beproi  ed to the progress of the Townships, where a
hadact  british population, altogether unrepresented in

Y, at thers  the legislature, were located, and left unaided
chhereer by it, to struggle against the difficulties of their
for; amdls  position. The sensation produced by the in-

tended union, operated in their favor.

The assembly, pursuant to the recommenda-
tion of the governor, took their remonstrances
into consideration, and passed a bill, erecting,
for judicial purposes, the inferior district of St.
Francis, so called from the river of that name
which traverses it. A provincial court and
judge to reside in the district, with jurisdiction
in personal actions, to the amount of twenty
pounds, sterling, as well as a court of quarter
sessions of the peace, were established in it.*

rnor to fi
oming hi

* The following messages relative to this subject and the est:
ment of registry offices, were sent by his excellency to the as

¢ The governor in chief having received many representat
the evils and inconveniences to which the inhabitants of 1
Townships are exposed, in consequence of their reme
the courts of law, and the difficulty of obtaining justice ir
ters either eriminal or civil, recommends to the house of assen
take the subject into consideration, and to provide such rer
they shall deem expedient. «# DALHOUSI

i Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 4th Feb., 1823.”

% The governor in chief calls the attention of the house of assex
bly to the expediency of enacting a law for the public regis
1\:11[111‘10111& conveying, charging, or affecting real proper 3
view to give greater security to “the possession and tr un-w ‘of such
property, and to commercial transactions in general.

¢ DALHOUSIE.”
Castle of Saint Lewis, Quebec, 1th Feb., 1823.”

This latter message was not attended to this session. The first
registry offices were established in the eastern townships, but not
until 1830.

VOL. IIL B




The assembly came also this session to the
" resolution that it was expe dient to augment
the number of re prese ntatives to serve in that
house. This was in consequence of petitions
pr(_wi'nt()l the previous session from the East-
ern Townships, comj nnmf that practically
they were exc lm ed [1(11 1 the legislature. They
were now sufficiently 11(:1)111()le they thought,
to be erccted into separate counties, indepen-
dently of those whereof heretofore they were
but isolated portions, cut off by distance and
the want of roads of communication, from their
right of voting at the places (french canadian
settlements) of election for the counties to
which respectively they belonged. A bill
accordingly was introduced, and passed by the
assembly, but the legislative council rejected
it. The bill was objectionable, it was said,
inasmuch as that, while it proposed to admit
the townships—constituencies of british origin
hitherto wholly unrepresented—to return five
or six members to the assembly, it also, to
outweigh them, let in five or six times that
number, from new subdivisions of the con-
stituencies of french origin, in addition to
those by whom they already were adequately
wpusemed in the a%cmhl\——n being pre-
cisely the predominance of that influence in the
l—<>1shtule that constituted already the grie-

vance the most \(,hc'mentl) compidmed of and
1cpmsentcd as anti-british and anti-commercial
in character, as they characterised it in their
petitions to the king and parliament in refe-
rence to the intended union.
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The estimate for the year was laid before chap.
to aug

the asaembl), on the 5th F ebru‘m, by mes- ** S

Serve in sage, stating that the governor, in order to 1ges.
©Ol pelis  show more clmrl\, the nature of the general
om the | expenses of the government of the province,
L praci for the current year, had classed them into
' two schedules :—one Con'lpruhended those

salaries and contingencies provided for, by
permanent acts, and the other revenues of the
crown ; and it gave him, he observed, plea-
sure to express his hopes, that in consequence
of the act passed in the last session of the
imperial parliament, the revenue raised by the
act of the 14th Geo. IIL, chap. 88, and ‘1]11)‘

nged. A cable to these services, would be nearly, if not
] passed by ull} adequate to the payment of them. The
ouncil ree other was an estimate of the (,,\pemhlmo to be

incurred in defraying the local and provincial
establishments, to which his message of the
sixth lwbumn last, particularly referred, and
for which it again lwcmn his duty he said to
call upon the l(‘l’l‘\ldluit’ to provide.

The first of these schedules consisted of a
class comprehending the governor, lieutenant
governor and certain officers immediately at-
tached to the former, including the agent of
the province ; the surveyor general and con-

rfuencent tingencies of his department ; the judges and
oy thege  officers: connected with the administration of
linedols  Justice;; the salaries of £100 each, to nine
Ja g

fi-commen members of the executive council ; the clerk
3 i ’ - . . » >
ed itin of the council, and contingencies for the office,

qent ek 8S well as to the committee of audit; and to
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the inspector of public accounts ; and the sala-
ries and contingencies of the receiver general;
and clerk of the terrars; amounting in all to
£32,083 11s. 3d., sterling. These were con-
sidered to be provided for by the appropriated
revenue at the disposal of the crown towards
the support of the civil government.

The second, comprehended those offices and
objects of public charge, denominated  local
establishments,” which it was expected should
be provided for by a vote for the present year
only. These consisted of :—first, the legisla-
ture and its permanent officers. including the
speakers of the legislative council and assembly:
—secondly, the expenses of printing the laws:
—thirdly, salaries to schoolmasters :—fourthly,
the pension list :-—fifthly, rents and repairs of
public buildings, and the salaries and disburse-
ments of those employed in the charge of
them :—sixthly, the expense of collecting the
public revenue, under provincial laws:i—
seventhly, the expenses of the Trinity House:
——eighthly, the militia staff and contingen-
cies :—ninthly, the expenses for criminals and
for houses of correction; and finally, a tenth
chapter or article of miscellaneous charges,
consisting of salaries to the grand voyer and
various other purely local officers; to resi-
dents on Anticostl, to assist mariners in dis-
tress ; assessments on public buildings, and
other small charges ; making a total of £30,225
19s. 5d., sterling. 7

This clssi
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This classification was animadverted upon, cuap,
as springing from the interested and sordid **¥
policy of those 1mmedlatel3 surrounding the 1523
governor’s person, and in his confidence. The
assembly, nevertheless, keeping in view the
attention which the government at home now
seemed disposed to give the affairs of the pro-

: , vince, voted the sums necessary to defray the
inated ke galaries and pensions for the year, constituting
speclel. I8 the local establishments. In doing this, they
I*  prefaced their votes with certain resolutions,*

* The following are the resolutions alluded to :—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the appli-
1l and assent cation of any sums of money levied on his Majesty’s subjects in this
i province, cannot lawfully be made in any other manner than is
“]“ﬂ" t!“ 1d expressly due: ed by law,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that no law im-
posing duties or taxes on his Maje sty -«hh]ut- in this province, pro-
viding funds for defraying the expenses of his Majesty’s civil govern-
ment, and those of the administration of Jjustice or of the Ir}rhlalu;r
in this provinee, can be held to confer upon any person the power or
the right of applying the monies thence arising or making a special
appropriation and distribution thereof without the consent and autho-
rity of the legislature.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that this house
having most humbly made offer to_his late Majesty king George the
third,of glorious memory, to provide for the expenses of his Majesty’s
civil vm ernment in this province, his Majesty was pleased to accept
the offer of this house, and that his royal will in that behalf was sig-
nified to this house by his excellency sir John Coape Sherbrooke,
governor in chief of this province, in his speech at the opening of the

"IvIlEIHV' q provincial lw_:bluiln‘('. on the seventh J;nm;n'}', one _lhuusamd_ eight
o i hundred and eighteen, and that every appropnation of the public mo-
eous I nies or any part thereof, to the payment either of the expenses of the
md VOVer civil government or of the administration of justice, ov of any other

; public charge of this province, without the participation and consent
ers s 10 Ie of this house, isa manifest violation of the rights and privileges of

vl this house.

jriners 1 Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that this house
JUJIdIW' ! have always been and still are disposed faithfully to fulfil their en-

£ £30 b gagement towards his Majesty, by granting zumuhlly to his Majesty
al of A every necessary aid towards defraying the whole expense of the civil
government and of the administration of justice, and other objects of
pub ic charge in this province, when and as often as this house shall

B 2
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tantamount to a protest against the classifica-
tion adopted by the executive, professing also
their willingness * to fulfil their engagement
toward his Majesty, by granting annually,
every necessary aid towards defraying the
whole expense of the civil government, and the
administration of justice, and other objects of
public charge in the province, as often as
they should be thereunto required by his Ma-
jesty, or his representative in this province.”

Bills of indemnity for the monies expended,
without the sanction of acts of the legislature,
towards supporting the civil government for the
preceding four years, were passed by the
assembly ; that body taking their own votes dur-
ing those several years, as the standard by
which the proposed indemnity was to be regu-
lated. The title to these bills being to *reim-
burse and dndemnify his Majesty,” gave
umbrage in the legislative council, as unbe-
coming and offensive. The bills were reject-
ed, as well on this account, as because they
did not cover the entire amount of expendi-
ture: and also, because they contained clauses
affecting the appropriated revenue.

The bill of appropriation for defraying the

be thereunto required by his Majesty or by his Majesty’s representa-
tive in thus province, 3

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that this house
not being required by his Majesty nor by his representative in this
prm‘inc(:!, to provide for the whole z*xpunge of the civil "()VL"I'IIHIFUL
the administration of justice and other public charges for the prcsém
year, but for a part only of those expenses, do, for that sole Teason
abstain from providing for the whole of that expense, and that other-
wise this house would readily have provided for the ;ame o
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e‘dasﬂl‘uz expenses of the local establishments for the chap.

olessingds ~ current year, specified by items, the several xxv.
engagems  salaries allotted to the respective officers. The g3
ng ok monies appropriated for the purpose, were
lefraying ¢ aceording to the appropriating clause “ to be
ment,alé  taken from and charged against the general
her objeess  fumds of the province, arising from any act or
, a5 oz acts in force therein, and from any of the reve-
ed byhsk  nues oi his Majesty, applicable to the pur-
his poiee~ poses” of the act; that is to say, towards the

iies expki  support of the cml government.
the leg The assembly intended, by the terms “ gene-
eromentivt ral funds of the province,” there being no

p&>:vu"" funds legally so d(,nomnmm(] to save their
ownwia  pretensions to the controul of all monies levied
e sndwld  in the province, appropriated as well as unap-
wastobers  propriated. The ambiguity did not escape the
eine o' legislative council, which passed the bill with
hjesty” p @ Protest, however, declaring they would not
neil asue 10 future pass another of the same kind ; and
lswee e thatthey had concurred in the present, to pre-

shecse s vent the great general and individual distress
itof epet  Which its rejection would have rendered
ained chs unavoidable. : .

) Lhe assembly resumed the consideration of

the appointment of an agent in England, and
agreeably to the advice of Mr. M"am,at as
aheady notlc,ed, requested the legislative coun-
cil, to concur in the appointment of a person
or persons to reside as such near his Majesty’s

government in England, to attend to the inte-
rests ot the province. The legislative coun-
cil refused to concur in the measure, and

- defraying!

he civil g
arzes for
for that
nse, and

he same.”
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nothing further was done towards it during the
session.

Among the matters of minor 1mpo:tancethat
ucumul some deserve notice. The excite-
ment produced by the intended union, vented
itself in acrimonious reflections on either side,
through the }1IL-~; each party representing
the designs of the other, as hostile to the
government or oppressive to the people : the
unionists reproaching their opponents with
disaffection, and the latter retorting upon the
former, their disposition to rule with arbitrary
sway. After the resolutions of the two houses
of the legislature had gone abroad, the union-
1sts, pro»okcd at the determmcd aversion which
had prevailed there, against their favourite
measure, expressed lhcmstl\m In some in-
stances more warmly than excusable, even
under the mmllilcallon of party discomfiture.
Offence was taken at the remarks of the editor
of ¢ The Canadian Times,” (a paper then pub-
lished at Montreal,) who observed, that ¢ the
resolutions and addresses of the legislative
council, and the house of assembly, could not
be productive of surprise, when the majorities
by which they were carried, shew how com-
pletely —anti-british was the composition of
these bodies.”

The legislative council took no notice of
these remarks, but the assembly by a resolu-
tion, declared them a false and scandalous
libel upon the house, and a manifest breach of
its privileges. 1t was therefore ordered, that




Lduigk  the editors and publishers of the paper be chay

accordingly taken into custody by the sergeant™*'"
portancet at arms, fmd brought to the bar of the house. 1523
The i Ariel Bow man, one of the editors, was taken
Inion, vey into custody, by a messenger despatched to
oneiiest  Montreal for the purpose, but escaped. The
Y TEpresell other, Edward V. Sparhawk, kept out of the
hostlle 0 ¢ way and was not apprehended.
¢ peopie: In the embarrassments of the receiver gene-
PpOmENts ¥ ral, who it would seem had for some time “been
HIng upant upon the verge of insolvency, the governor

7 \\‘ilh arol

I was induced, tor the purpose of cnab ing him
e o b to pay the expenses of the civil crou,mmem
oad, the for the half year, expired on the [11Ht of May,
[ aversion 1822, and to meet other incidental expenses

their during the remainder of the year, to place upon
§°In his own responsibility in the provincial trea-
sury, thirty thousand pounds from the military

chest. He acquainted the assembly of the cir-
1\w1m,,f cumstance, early in the session, and called
aper her upon the house for immediate repayment of

ved. th the amount to the military chest. 'The assem-
the Jegne bly would consider the loan in no other light
pbly, couli than as a personal favor to the receiver gene-
hemaoie  ral, who, at that time, instead of being “defi-
hew hovee  cient, ought, it was said, to have had up\nula
omposii of one hundred thousand pounds dl%pomhlL of

the public money in his hands, and therefore
po notie took no notice of the call, but proceeded to
by arey vote the necessary sums iol other public pur-
d scandie  poses, as if that money were actually in the
fost breach chest, although the contrary was now evident.

srdered, Mr. Caldwell, was, notwithstanding, after
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this, suffered to remain in office, until the

nmn,w of the ensuing session, l}\ which time,
his embarrassments had become so obvious as
to render his removal indispens able.

The assembly took nwn consideration the

Canada Trade Aect,” and requested the
covernor to lay before them, copies of any ad-
dress or addresses to his »,.u':w\, by the lt“’l‘:'
lative council and assembly of Upper C: anada,
upon the financial concerns of that province
with Lower Canada, an 1 the papers and docu-
ments accompanying the same, that had been
transmitted to his excellency !»} the lieutenant
governor of Upper Canada, during the last
session of the legislature of this province.
The governor in compliance with the request,
accordingly transmitted to the assembly the
papers received on this subject from Upper
Canada, and which, as he informed them, had
come too late to be laid before the last session
of the legislature. '_!_‘hc*\’ contained the report
of a joint committee of the legislative council
and m\wmb. of the province, dated 22d Octo-
ber lbz_m, "l\il]\“ a detailed and lucid state-
ment of the matters 1'1 discussion between the
two provinces, and of the fruitless negociation
which had been carried on between their res-
pective commissioners. It was upon this docu-
ment, drawn up with great ability, and ground-
ed upon official and notorious facts, that the
minister brought the subject before parliament;
taking, without referring to the legislature of
LO‘.\'cr Canada, nnmcd!-_m; steps in parliament
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to relieve the upper province from the tempo- cia;
rizing policy by which the assembly of the for-*
mer had annoyed it, and which eventuated 1, ey
the act in question. The present delibera-
tions of the assembly on it, evaporated in a
resolution that they would, at an early period

of the ensuing session, take the act into most
serious consideration.

Several appropriations were made this ses-
sion, exclusive of the monies voted for the local
establishments of the civil government. The
company incorporated by an act of the legisla-
lature in 1818, for making a navigable canal
from St. John’s to the basin of Chambly, being
unable to realize funds sufficient for the under-
taking, an act by which the province assumed
the enterprise was passed and an appropriation
of fifty thousand pounds made for the purpose.
Twelve thousand pounds in addition to the ap-
propriation ;1]1'{_'3(1)’ made for the Lachine canal,
were also voted. Pensions were also at the
recommendation of the crown, provided for
Mr. Monk, chief justice at Montreal, and Mr.
Ogden, a judge of the same court, both super-
anuated, and who therefore, were, on retiring,
by the vote now passed, to receive, the for-
mer five hundred and fifty, and the latter, fou:
hundred and fifty pounds, sterling a year.
Two thousand one hundred pounds, currency,
were appropriated for the encouragement of
agriculture. Eight hundred and fifty pounds
were conferred upon the society of the Mont-
real General Hospital, and upwards of two

feque
pIES 0
t

3, by




Chap.
XXIV.

o
1823

thousand pounds upon the ladies of the Hotel
Dieu of Quebec, as an aid to enable t_hem to
complete certain improvements to their hos-
pital. Two hundred pounds were also granted
in favor of a society for education at Quebec,
consisting of individuals who had formed, by
voluntary contribution, a small fund for the
purpose, and which the legislature 11191:81'01"{3
encouriged. The assembly presented, In the
course of the session, an address to the gover-
nor, requesting he would communicate to the
house the instructions transmitted, from time to
time, by his Majesty’s government, relating to
the jesuits’ estates In the province, and to the
application of the revenues therefrom for edu-
cation. To this his excellency answered that
having referred to former proceedings upon
the journals of the house of assembly, in the
year one thousand eight hundred, he did not
think he could comply with the request of the
address, without having obtained special per-
mission so to do.

His excellency closed the session on the
twenty-second of March, which, having been
characterised by diligence and liberality, ena-
bled him to part with the assembly in terms of
commendation :— §

¢ He had seen with great satisfaction,”—he said—¢ that :
the various subjects submitted to their consideration in the [‘Em."-?bﬁ he
course of this Session, had been discussed with all that dili- Gefemngion (
gence and attention, which the peculiar circumstances of it £ 4
the Province so much required.

 The acts passed to facilitate the administration of jus-
tice and to extend the advantages of it to the distant parts of

oy after
G
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E 1
0l tllg b the country, the encouragement continued to agricultural Chap.
able they societies and canals, the regulations adapted to the trade of xx1v.
to ther by the province, and the assistance afforded to charitable insti- s~~~
tutions, were”——he said—* unequivocal testimonies of the 1823.
public spirit which had animated themin the discharge
g of their legislative duties.
ad formed, He thanked the assembly # for the supplies granted, and

{und fu4 the liberal appropriations made for the purposes which he
ture theey  had recommended, and he assured them that on his part
. they should be faithfully applied.

He ¢ regretted that difficulty had been found in the estab-
lishment of offices of registry. He hoped, however, that the
subject would still be kept in view as one of the highest
importance, affecting equally the security and the value of
private property, and that they would, at a future period,
again take it into consideration.

Ince, andi ¢ 1 have not failed”—said he——¢“to transmit your respec-
reftom fored tive addresses to his Majesty, upon the subject of the union
of the legislatures of the Canadas. I trust that the people of
this province will now await the decision of this important

esented, i
55 10 the g

Nunica

o, fror
nent, r

¢ answerel:

oceeding question with that full confidence, which, from the experi-

ssemblr, 1Y ence of more than sixty vears of happinessand prosperity

red, he di under the british crown, they ought to place in the wisdom
d, hed :

and justice of the imperial parliament, and in the paternal
views and intentions of their sovereign.

“ It only remains for me to offer my warmest thanks for
your assiduous and laborious attendance. The hopes I lately
session 01©  expressed to you, have been fully realized, and I think it
b ol Must be gratifying to you to be assured, that I esteem the
:h’ 3“1“""? result of the session to be at once honorable to yourselves
liberalls ©  and useful to your country.”
bly % Shortly after the prorogation, an official an-
nouncement was made by order of his excel-
lency, that he had received information of the
determination of his Majesty’s government to
relinquish for the present the proposed mea-
sure for the legislative union of the provinces,
of the policy and propriety of which, however,

 reque
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‘it was said, retained their original opinion.
The governor sailed for Halifax on the 24th
of June, on a visit to Nova Scotia, where he
was received with great demonstrations of res-
pect by the inhabitants. His exertions while
lieutenant governor of that province, 1 pros
moting its agriculture, had been crowned with
wonderful success, and he now, after an ab-
sence of three years, had a fair opportunity of
witnessing the improvements resulting from
them, seconded as they were, by an intelli-
cent and industrious population. He visited
various parts of the province, every where
receiving the most gratifying proofs of the
high estimation in which he was universally
held. Having accomplished his tour, he return-
ed to Quebec on the 12th August, (the an-
niversary of his Majesty’s birth day) in time
to review the troops in garrison, and to cele-
brate the day with the accustomed honors.

A new official gazette, under the immediate
authority of the executive government, was
issued in October, a commission which, in July
1822, had been given to Mr. Samuel Neilson,
as king’s printer, being revoked, and another
issuing for the purpose, in favor of J. C. Fisher,
esquire, an english gentleman and classic scho-
lar, well versed in the literature, laws and
institutions of his country, and who had re-
cently been editor of the Albion, a paper of
english principles, published at New York.

This gave offence to Mr. Neilson, whose
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na.;m“' * paper had hitherto been the channel of all offi- Chap.

t IV . . , f
s cial and legal notices, consequently a source

 on the %
i, Whers)
rations of
ertions ¥
vince, 1

of considerable revenue to him, and who ap- 1893
applied to the court of king’s bench, in Que-
bece, for redress, but failed.*

This step by the governor, although there
were apparently strong reasons for it, at the

LEIONEA] time,was by many deemed ill-advised and highly
W dleral  jpjudicious, as it afterwards really proved to be,
“opportuy in placing one of the strongest minds, if not the
resulin | strongest in the country, in array with others,
, Dy a1 though of far less formidable character, against
on. Hewt his excellency.

g, Every W The legislature met on the 25th November,
- proois which being the last session of this parliament,
Was unifen it was expected would be an eventful one.
tour, beres The governor informed the two houses that it

was painful to him to meet the legislature each

ugust, (i
j . . . » .
succeeding year, with statements of difficulties

th day

n, and ¢ in the financial affairs, but as they still existed,
ymed honos it was incumbent on him to bring them forward

er the Imné in the fullest detail, and that it was for that

;mﬂn.n b * The politics to which the Gazette was inclined, were thought
on \\'h]Ch. [ irreconcileable with the course an official paper, ought to follow. It

- I\ was, therefore, deemed necessary by the executive, that an appoint-
Samuet A ment of king’s printer, should take place and a commission to that
'E‘d ?{m effect was offered to the elder Mr. Neilson, This he declined, probably
i N not wishing to place himself in the situation of a dependent upon the
T 01 J.C.I8 executive, but at the same time, relinquished the editorial responsi-
Tnedlo bility of the Gazette, to his son, who took the commission. After
andc‘““” this his Gazette purported to issue ¢ by authority,” and continued so
atute, [ unti] the appointment of Mr, Fisher.
,n(l who 0 The following gives a comparative view of the number of vessels

i pﬂ and their tonnage arrived at the port of Quebec, upto the 30th Octo-

]]OHJ“ ber 1822, and to the same date this year :—

at New 1% Vessels. Tonnage. Men. Emigrants.
3 1 n ¥ B, R . 145,272 ..... 7080 ...... 10,465

Neilson, T e 535 pha 134,062 ..... 6530 ...... 10,188
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chap. €special purpose he had called them to meet The gi?li:
xx1v. ot this early period. His speech was short and smoﬂﬂ‘9<,!£"
o conciliatory. “ We are”’—said his lordship, :a.\lrl-t-f;“e
" in concluding it—¢ at the last session of this entering OMICE
parliament. “Let it be the anxious desire of
a1l to close our labours in that harmony and
effectual concert which always promote publie
good, and ensure public prosperity. In that
desire, I think Ineed notassure you of my cor-
dial concurrence.” The consideration of the ju-
dicature bill and that for the establishment of
register offices, which had already been under
consideration,he recommended them to resume.
The receiver general, Mr. Caldwell, had
been formally suspended from the duties of his
office, on the 23d November, which, in faet,
he also had virtually been, from the 14th Au-
gust preceding ; the revenue by law payable
into his hands, having then been placed under
the controul of two persons, one a member of
the executive council, the other a member of |
the assembly, without whose order he neither
could receive or pay away any public monies.
Of this measure, the governor gave the assem-
bly notice by message.*

* The governor in chief having experienced great difficulties in the
public service, during the last summer, by the embarrassment of the
receiver general’s office, lays before the assembly for their considera-
tion a full statement of the circumstances that have occurred,

« Having directed his attention, immediately on the close of the
last session of the legislature, to ascertain the sfate of the funds upon
which the large appropriations had been granted during the session,
there appeared to be an available balance in the receiver general’s
hands, of ninety-six thousand pounds, and he called upon that officer
to declare whether he was prepared to meet warrants to that amount.

t The receiver general produced various accounts and statements
shewing claims on the partof the province on the impetial treasury
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The defalcation in the provincial chest
amounted to £96117 13s. 4d,, stg., according
to Mr. Caldwell’s own statement. He had, on
entering office in 1811, assumed the responsi-

and the military chest, the payment of which into his hands, would
enable himn to meet the demands of government, and in time to pay
up the actual balance of his accounts with the public ; but it appear-
ed that he was not then prepared with that balance to meet the war-
rants for the public salaries, to be drawn upon him, and a further re-
quest was submitted by him that the warrants for the publie salaries
payable on the first May, might not be issued until the first of July,
when the revenue of the current year would place funds in the chest.

The governor in chief agreed to this last request ; but the questior
as to the repayment of the sums claimed by the recciver general as
due to the province, being one on which his Majesty’s government
eould alone decide, it was accordingly referred to them, and Mr. Da-
vidson was sent to England as a messenger, both on the partof the
provineial government and of the receiver general, with voluminous
papers to be submitted to the lords of his Majesty’s treasury.

“ The governor in chief returning to Quebee in August, from a dis-
tant part of his government, was informed by public rumour, of en-
creased embarrassment in the receiver general’s office, and shortly
afterwards received a declaration from that officer himself, that he
was unable to meet any further warrants to be drawn upon him.

¢ Under these circumstances it became the duty of the governor ir
chief, to take immediate measures to guard the public interests, and
to prevent any embarrassment in the necessary operations of govern-
ment. For these purposes, and until an answer should be received
from his Majesty’s government, he appointed a commission of two
gentlemen, to inspect and controul the operations of the receiver ge-
neral’s office, and took upon himself the responsibility of granting
loans from the military chest, according to the urgent necessities of
the civil government.

¢ No intimation having yet been received from the lordsof his Ma-
jesty’s treasury, that they will admit the claims advanced by the
receiver general on the part of the province ; but there being reason,
on the contrary, to believe that this will not be done ;- the governor
in chief has been compelled, in the absence of the expected instruc-
tions from his Majesty’s government with respect to the receiver ge-
neral, to take that step by which alone, under these cireumstances,
the public service can be continued in a legal, secure, and regular
course, by suspending the receiver general from his office, and ap-~
pointing another person to fill it, until his Majesty’s pleasure shall be
known, or until such arrangements shall be made, as shall replace
the deficient balance in the chest, and consequently render this mea
sure no longera matter of necessity.

(Signed) ¢ DALHOUSIE.*

§¢ Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec; 29th Novr., 1823.”

¢r2

Cha
XX1Y
———

1823.




30

Chap. bility for £39,874 10s. 10d., sterling, upon the
xxiv strength of which, his father and predecessor

o~~~
1823.

in office, had, by the exchequer at home,. been
declared even and quit ; and this, never in rea-
lity paid over to the receiver general, although
he became responsible for it, accounted for
so much of the existing deficit. It is to be ob-
served that his salary, £500, including the
allowances for a clerk, office rent, and station-
ary, had been for years antecedently to his
failure, universally admitted as quite inade-
quate to the trust.

This sum he proposed, before a committee
of the assembly, to which the matter had been
referred, in consequence of a message on the
subject from the governor, to discharge, by an
assignment of property, for the purpose of sale,
valued by him at £32,000, currency, and by the
annual payment, during his life, of the sum of
£1,500, arising from the seigniory of Lauzon,
which he considered to be entailed upon his
son by the will of his late father, the usufruit
remaining with himself for life. - The pretend-
ed entail was afterwards set aside, however, by
the provincial courts, and their decision main-
tained by the king in council, against Mr.
~ o
Caldwell’s appeal. He also submitted to the
liberality of the legislature a claim for some
allowance in the nature of a set off, for
services rendered by his late father and him-
self, in performing duties not required of them
under their respective patents, in receiving and
paying large sums under provincial acts, for
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which no charge hitherto had been made, orchap

per centage allowed. The amount of monies
received by himself and his father under these
acts, he stated to have exceeded a million and
a half. An allowance, upon the sum so receiv-
ed, of three per cent, as given the receiver
general in Upper Canada, by act of the legis-
lature in that province, would amount to
£45,471, a sum which he considered ought,
in equity, to be allowed him. He also express-
ed his willingness to pay into the provincial
treasury, a further .sum of £1,000 pounds
per annum, in the eventol his restoration to
office,with a provision by the legislature suited
to its responsibility, until the whole debt were
extinguished.

The assembly were averse to allow any com-
pensation for services attended with a breach
of trust. It was pretended also by it, that the
responsibility of his failure ought to rest upon
the Imperial government,whose officer he was.

From these considerations, and deeming the
Imperial government bound, in equity, to make
good the defalcation, the house declined mea-
sures pursuant to the proposals of the late
receiver general, intending to lay claim for the
amount against the government at home.

Pursuant to the suggestion of the committee,
the assembly addressed his Majesty, repre-
senting the failure of the receiver general, as—

An “evil which had occurred in the administration of the

affairs of the colony, under the controul of the authority of

the empire ; and which it had not been in the power of the
assembly of the province to prevent.

XXV,

1824
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% That the nomination and controul of his Majesty’s re-
ceiver general for this province, is vested in the lm:ds com-
missioners of his Majesty’s treasury in the United Kingdom ;
and that in virtue of royal instructions, signified to the assem=
bly of the province previous to its passing any money bills,
all the laws pz\s:\:d therein for raising money on the subject,
vested the same in his Majesty ; and provided that the said
monies should be accounted for to the lords commissioners
of the treasury.

¢ That these as well as other monies levied by acts of
parliament on the subject in this province, had been paid
into the hands of the receiver general, who, at no time, had
accounted to the assembly of the province, but had been
exclusively under the controul of his Majesty’s government
in the United Kingdom.

¢ That being informed by message from the governor in
chief, of a defalcation in the monies levied on his Majesty’s
subjects in this province, it had been on enquiry, before a com-
mittee, found to be as stated by the receiver general £219,064
0s. 7Ld, of which the receiver general claimed to have ad-
vanced on letters of credit, and for other payments uncovered
by warrants, £122,946 7s. 7d, leaving an acknowledged
balance in cash due by him of £96,117 13s. 0%, sterling.”

The assembly therefore submitted their case to his Ma-
jesty ¢ on the part of all his Majesty’s subjects in this pro-
vince, in the hope that these might not suffer in their pro-
perty, confided under royal instructions, and by act of par-
liament, to an officer over whom they had no controul ; and
that all losses of the said monies in the hands of the said
officer, or disbursements thereof, without the authority of
law would be made good to his Majesty’s subjects in this
province for the uses for which they were levied.”

This address was, on the petition of the
assembly, forwarded by the governor to his
Majesty’s ministers.

The assembly took up, at the instance of
Mr. Bourdages, the consideration of the Pre-
vost administration, of which he had been an
active supporter. Resolutions were adopted
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expressive of the high sense they entertained chap.
of the services of that governor, in the admi-**'*-
nistration of the government of the province, 155y,
and in his successful defence of it, during the
late war. They declared that it had been
solely owing to circumstances beyond the con-
troul* of the commons of the province, that the
resolutions of the 21st March, 1815, to appro-
priate the sum of five thousand pounds, for the
purchase of a service of plate, to have been
presented to him on their behalf, had not been
realized. A committee was appointed to take
into consideration, and report the most proper
means and effectual method of carrying into
effect,and commemorating the sense of the com-
mons of Lower Canada,with respect to the pub-
lic services of sir George Prevost. The com-
mittee recommended that an equestrian statue
should be erected to his memory, Ina proper
situation, fronting the edifice in which the
commons of Lower Canada hold their sessions.}

* These were,—the refusal of the legislative council to concur in
the appropriations voted for the purpose by the assembly.
1 It was also recommended by the committee, that the following
legend or inscription should be borne upon the monument, vizt :—
In memoriam
Tllustrissimi viri
D. Georgii Prevost,
Baroneti.
Hujusce Provinciz Gubernatoris,
Atque
Copiarum Ducis,
Canadarum Servatoris.

Hoe Monumentum
Grato animo
Deereverunt Communes
Inferioris Canada.

Die Januarii 1824,
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But here the matter rested. In no country are
the people remarkable for gratitude to their
benefactors, and perhaps less so In Canada,
than in any.

The illicit importation of tea from the United
States, carried on for several years, to an extent
very prejudicial to the revenue, drew the at-
tention of both branches of the legislature,
which, in this session, by a joint addrsss, pray-
ed his excellency would be pleased to repre-
sent to his Majesty’s ministers, the expediency
of advising such measures as might be most
proper to enable the inhabitants of the Cana-
das, to obtain from India and China, such
goods as they might require from those coun-
tries ; particularly tea, either by some arrange-
ment with the East-India company, for an an-
nual supply, or by granting to his Majesty’s
subjects the benefit of direct importation. This
application was attended to by the East India
company, and tea sufficient for the consump-
tion of the Province, was afterwards annually
imported to Quebec, direct from Canton, in
ships employed by the company, until it ceas-
ed to be concerned in the tea trade.

Messieurs Papineau and Neilson, who had,
as previously observed, been despatched to
England with the petitions against the Union,
laid before the assembly, in letters addressed
to the clerk, the result of their mission on that
subject. They stated, that the minister having
informed them that his Majesty’s government
having determined not to bring the measure

orrard, he
d

be heard i0 |
by o
such ober

The consi
Aet” was Y
Several ero
he subject.
Vallieres, t

U O

sure to hare
Irom tae. staf

nadss This




35
Ocoum:  forward, the petitions to the two houses of par- ci
We bk  Jjament had not been presented.—That if the**’ Xy
o (i consideration of an Union of the provinces were 521,
~ resumed, the circumstance would previously
ontbelé  be notified through the governor, to the inha-

IS, mer  bitants of the colony, in time to enable them to
y rev i be heard in parliament, if they should think
be legis  proper, by commissioners, by petition, or in
taldssy  such other manner as they should see fit.

ased 0 1 The consideration of the ¢ Canada Trade
Act,” was revived in the present session.—
Several strong resolutions were proposed on
the subject. These were supported by Mr.
Valliéres, the speaker, but successfully oppos-
ed by Mr. Papineau, who maintained the mea-

ysomears  sure to have been one of necessity, arising
p’m\ e from the state of affairs between the two Ca-

h_.\l‘:i nadas. This gentleman, who had been one of
npmla:il:;_ the commissioners appointed by Act of the
cthe Bk legislature of this province, to negotiate with
or the e lppm Canada on the subject of drawbacks

claimed by that province, and which had given
rise to the Act, was roughly handled in the
debates. The majority were, however, with
him, against the proposed resolutions, of which
ilson, ¥ two series were at sepm'ntc']‘)eriods submitted,
1 espalck (the second of a more qualified and temperate
v character than the first) and they accordingly
fell to the ground.

It was then proposed to address the gover-
nor, praying he would beseech his Mﬂ]csty to
recommend to parliament, the repeal of the
Act, on account of certain dispositions it con-

rwards 4




¢hap. tained, contrary, as it was said, to the rights
xx1v. and interests of the province. This proposition
1321 was rejected by a strong majority. The matter
was finally referred to a committee of seven
members, for the purpose of enquiring into and .
reporting upon the advantage or disadvantages
resulting from the Act, 1o the constitutional
rights and interests of the province. The
committee made no report upon the subject,
which thus was left at rest. The trial of strength,

to which it gave occasion between the late, ad sppon
and the present speaker, constituted its chief province. |
interest. W esfimate 0

The assembly had sat upwards of two months
and a half before the estimate of the general
expenses of the civil government for the year
was sent down. The delay caused some mur-
muring, it being thought intentional, and with
a view to take the advantage of a thin houseat The assenl
the end of the session, but it was in fact owing ‘
to some misunderstanding on the subject
among the officers whose duty it was to pre-
pare the necessary papers.

The classification previously adopted, was

preserved in the estimate now sent down, the i
line of distinction between those officers deem= | it the g
ed to be provided for by permanent funds, | it

and those considered as only of local estab-
lishment, and as such to be provided for by
the legislature, being more clearly defined
than before. Each class formed the subject
of a distinct document. The first was deno-
minated * a schedule of the probable expen-
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Wew  diture to be incurred in the year 1824, for the ¢y,
PN regular offices, and their contingent expenses, xxiv
lhews  of his Majesty’s civil government, or of the g
“eeol¥m  administration of justice,” and comprehended
iguba  six chapters. The salaries attached to the
dsaviy  offices included in this class amounting in all
to £33,455 1l1s. 3d., sterling, the executive
government considered to be permanently pro-
vided for, by the permanent revenue appro-
priated towards the administration of justice
and support of the civil government of the
province. The second was denominated an
“ estimate of the usual charges and contingent

softwme  expenses of local and provincial establishments
of egn  for the year 1824,” comprehending ten chap-
ntfor e ters, amounting in all to £34,191 12s. 2d.,

sterling, and for which, the governor in chief
called upon the legislature to provide.

The assembly, in committee of the whole,
resolved by a majority of one only (14 for, and
13 against it) that a supply should be granted
to his Majesty, in which the house concurred ;
but on motion being made, that the house
o adopteh should, on the‘ ensuing day, resolve itself into
B general committee to consider of the supply, it

Lﬂlhlmt;‘” was at the instance of Mr. Papineau, enjoined
“* 1 the committee to take also into consideration
31'111131‘1(’_‘1 « certain propositions, which he then submitted,
ol l“f i connected with the financial affairs of the
[JIIID.\I}:uQn-%'i province.

cleany’ ™ Accordingly, when the supply came under
ﬂ?d 1he consideration, the committee, by way of pre-
st W o face to their vote of supply, adopted, with little
robebe ¥ gor, 1o, D
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itions submitted. Inthese
the executive was accused of }':i‘('lr“.ﬂ'ﬂ“l_\', and
of making use, illegally, of the public monies,
that is to say, without the previous authority of
the legislature.* The dilapidated state of the
finances, owing to the failure of the receiver
seneral, gave rise to much declamation, level-
led rather at the governor personally, than
against the defaulter.
“In going through the civil list, which they,
as previously, did item by item, they made a
reduction of f{wenty-five per cent., on every
salary, from that of the governor in chief inclu-
sively, downwards, under pretence of embar-
rassment in the finances, owing to the insol-
vency of the late receiver general. The sum
thus voted for the civil expenditure of the year
amounted to but £43,101 6s. 5d., sterling.
The classification of offices as adopted in the
estimates sent down by the government, was
wholly disregarded, the assembly assuming, to
apply in detail, the revenue previously appro-
priated, and then voting the deficiency out of
the unappropriated funds. '
The bill passed by the assembly on the occa-
sion, enumerated the several offices and charges

alteration, the propos

* It is to be observed, that during the protracted misunderstanding
in the legislature with respect to-the civil expenditure, the governor
had, in order to carry onthe civil government, been under the neces-
sity of advancing out of the treasury, on his own res] onsihility. the
usual and necessary sums for the purpose, trusting to the " faith
of the legislature, to hold him harmless byan act of indemnity,
whenever a return toa better understanding should take place It was
for this that the assembly found fault, as illegelly done, although
resulting from the most imperious circumstances, and to keepthe
g\)‘-’L’[‘Iir[l‘.‘“i in existence.
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which it was intended to defray, without spe- chap

cilying the items, or salaries to each, anc
directed that of the « funds, revenues and mo-
nies applicable to the defraying of the charges
of the administration of justice and support of
the civil government, levied and collected in
the province, in virtue of any law or laws, sta-
tute or statutes, actually in force therein, or
arising flom any of the casual or territorial
revenues of his Majesty, '1pphcf1 ole to those
purposes, the sum of £43,101 6s. 5d., ster-
ling, should be paid and dppllcd by warrant for
the services of that year.” This was followed
by a proviso, thatin case those funds, reve-
nues and monies, should be insufficient, the
deficiency should be supplied and taken from
the unappropriated monies in the hands of the
receiver g(‘ncrul. In other terms, that the exe-
cutive had leave to use the appropriated reve-
nue of the crown according to the votes of the
assembly, as far as it would go, and then to
take the difference between it and the full

amount mentioned in the bill, from the unap-

propriated fund.

This bill being sent up to the legislative
council, was instantly, on the first reading,
thrown out, it being there unanimously resolv-
ed ¢ to proceed no further in the considera-
tion of the same.”

The legislative council having rejected the
the Bill of Supply, passed sev eral resolutions
on the subject. They also addressed the king,
imploring "¢ his Majesty out of tenderness to

'I XXIV.
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his loyal subjects in Lower Canada, to take
into his royal consideration the (:.\'ils which
must inevitably ensue from the existing state of
things, unless an adequate remedy were ap-
plied; and that his Majesty would be graci-
ously pleased to recommend the state of th]s
province to the consideration of the imperial
parliament, to the end that legislative provi-
sion may be made to remedy the evils referred
to, and to prevent their recurrence in future,
or that his Majesty would be pleased to adopt
such other means as, in his great wisdom, he
should deem fit and effectual for the purpose.”

The debates in the assembly, on the civil
expenditure and supply were more acrimonious
than at any former session. Mr. Papineau who
was for withholding the supply, was conspicu-
ous for personality against his excellency,
speaking of him in terms of disrespect and as
undeserving of public confidence, indulging
himself at the same time in a strain of broad
invective wholly misplaced, and for which, it
was at the time reported, the noble earl condes-
cended to call that gentleman privately to
account and made him apologise.

The governor again called upon the assem-
bly by message, to refund certain advances he
had made from the military chest, to the late
receiver general, in his embarrassments in the
years 1822 and 1823, to enable him to meet
the expenses of the civil government, to the
amount of thirty thousand pounds each year.
These sums he observed, “ advanced upon his

caim pOT '
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da, oy own responsibility, formed a special and prior chap.,
evils y claim upon the province, to be 'ILHU\{CLI in the XX Xx1y
isting st financial arrangements of this session.” The . 1824,
37 Wers subject was lcleucd to the committee on the
ild be g supply for their consideration. Here it was

discussed with some .1~pm'it_y The claim,
finally, was disregarded by the assembly, which
would consider the loan merely as a puamml
accommodation to the receiver general. When
the sums in question had been advanced from
the military chest to that functionary, there
ought, by his accounts, to have been in the
ptowncml chest upwards of ninety thousand
pounds. It was said that with such a sum in his
possession he ought not to have requi ired aid ;
but that having required it, this was a tacit ad-
mission that he was ali'cud_\ a defaulter, and
therefore, instead of being aided, that an imme-
diate removal would have been a more salu-
tary course.
a7 The message of the president of the United
bl States, on opening the congress this year, by
d for “ which it appuuul the american u‘oulnnmn%
bleearc on the part of the nation, had claimed the free
" navigation of the St. Lam(n( e, from their ter-
ritory bordering on that mu to the sea, caused
some uneasiness in the Can \dam. sl Iu, legisla-
tive council mdiuacd the governor on the
subject, deprecating such a concession on the

assmel® ™ part of the British government, as contrary to
le him ", the established and recognized law of nations
mmesh ®° in similar cases; stating that it would' be dan-
ds @ gerous with respect to the connection and
nced Upe 3 0
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dependence existing between these colonies

and the parent state ; and of a tendency to sys-

tematize contraband trade and evasion of the
laws, and thus to destroy all hope of deriving
efficient revenue from import duties. That it
would be pernicious to british interests in vari-
ous other respects, and beneficial in none, to
these provinces, as parts of the british empire.

The legislative council, in this address, also
represented that it was with great concern they
observed the internal communication by the St.
Lawrence, from Upper Canada to Lower Ca-
nada, was threatened with interruption, by rea-
son of the award by the commissioners under
the treaty of Ghent, of Barnhart’s Island, above
Cornwall, in the Upper Province, to the United
States,whereby no practical channel of descent,
for boats, rafts, or other conveyances by water
was left on the british side of that river; and
that consequently this communication seemed
to be placed at the mercy of the States. The
legislative council, therefore, besought the go-
vernor to submit these important points to the
consideration of his Majesty’s ministers, and
earnestly to recommend that his Majesty might
be advised not to concede to the United States,
upon any terms, the navigation through the
river St. Lawrence to sea. They also express-
ed their hope, that means might be taken to
secure by negociation, the reciprocal right or
exercise of navigation, during peace, of the
several internal channels of the St. Lawrence,

southward of the forty-fifth degree of morth
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e wlt  Jatitude, in whatsoever territory those channels chap
aeney might be situate, in order to prevent those col- **'"
Vaslndt  Jisions which must otherwise take place, to the Tgo;.
pe of den injury of both nations.
utes, T The legislative council, by message to the
leressne assembly, requested the concurrence of this

zlal in noge

body in the addrpss, which, however, they de-
clined, an opinion prevailing there, that the
dangers anticipated by the council were far
over rated, while others thought, or feigned to
think them, merely visionary.

The governor laid before the assembly at a
late period of the session, certain resolutions
of the assembly of Upper Canada, relating to
losses sustained by inhabitants of that province
during the last war, from pillage of their pro-
perty and devastation of their estates, by the
enemy. The british government had consent-
ed, that a loan tow ards inc lemnifying the suf-
feIGIS to the amount of one hundred thousand
heSuis | pounds should be effected, and for which it

,  would guarantee half the annual interest,
(£2,500 per annum) the province providing
for the remainder. This, Upper Canada, was
of itself unable to effect, and its legislature,
therefore, recurred to this province, in the
hope that the legislature thereof would aid the
former, by an imposition of new duties on im-
ports at Quebec.

In these resolutions, in which both houses of

18 ad
at Cl"

ciprocal 18 i 2 ]

:ljew ji the Upper Canada legislature had concurred,

EE{ Jg# 1t was said that ¢ Lower Canada, although a
e LOTE

Jooree 0 separate colony was distinctly identified with
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Upper Canada in the issue of the late contest
with the United States of America, and was, in
a great measure, preserved from the dangers
and devastations of war, by the successful
resistance made to the enemy in Upper Ca-
nada, at so ruinous an expense to the fortunes
of many of its inhabitants; and that an appeal
might propetly be made to the sympathy and
justice of Lower Canada, to participate in the
payment of the indemnity, t0 which the suffer-
ers had so distinct a claim.”

In answer to this application, it wasresolved
by the assembly ¢ that inasmuch as Uppet
Canada made in the last war, the same mer-
torious efforts as Lower Canada, torepel the
american invasion; and as all the disposable
resources of both provinces were employed in
resisting the urgent dangers which threatened
them, this house sympathises with the legisla-
ture and people of Upper Canada, in the sul*
ferings and ruin experienced in that province,
as in this, by a large number of persons, but
that the very unfavourable state of the com-
merce of this province, renders impossible for
the present, the imposition of new taxes.”
The articles vpon which it was proposed by
Upper Canada to impose new duties, were,
wines, refined sugar, muscovado sugar, and an
ad valorem duty on merchandize. In the Upper
Province, this answer was considered evasive
and unsatisfactory.

The assembly addressed his Majesty in fa-
vour of the clergy and people of the establishe

of thureh
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ed church of Scotland, residing in the province, c:

and of other protestants dlb:;emmg from 111(\““

churches of England and Scotland.—* They
conceived”’—they said—* the true sense and
meaning of the constitutional act in appropri-
ating a reserve of the waste lands of the
crown towards the support of a protestant
clergy, equal to one-seventh of the lands to be
hereafter granted in Canada, was, to give an
equal right to the clergy of the established
church of Scotland, to participate in common
with that of the established church of England,
in the advantages and revenues to arise from
those resources.” It was also said in the ad-
dress, g Jt the ministers charged with the
it,lmom instruction of protestant dissenters,
had not an equal right to participate in the re-
venues which those lands might produce, they
had an equitable claim to that effect, in consi-
deration of their utility, with respect to the
religious instruction which it was just”—they
observed—* to faci!itate, to a class so nume-
rous in this province as protestant dissenters

from the established churches of England and
Scotland, who, in consequence of a conscien-
tious separation, justly authorized by the la_w
ought not to be excluded from civil ady -anta®es
nor from any act of royal munificence and pro-
tection which other classes of the king’s sub-

jects enjoyed.”

This address from the assembly, consisting
chiefly of roman catholics, gave great offence
to the clergy and members of the established

——
1824
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church of England, who deemed it an impro-
per interference in their concerns on the part
of the assembly.

The Upper Province had claimed certain
arrears of drawbacks, alleged to be due by
Lower Canada upon importations into that
Province during the late war, as already notie-
ed, but of which no exact or proper entries at
the custom house could be procured. This
matter being provided for in the ¢ Canada
Trade Act,” had been referred to arbitrators,
who, in1823, awarded the sum of £12,220 17s.
6d., currency, to Upper Canada. The gover-
nor, atan early period of the session, sent
down a message, informing the assembly, that
application had been made to him on the part
of Upper Canada, for payment of this amount,
but that the embarrassment of the financial
affairs of the province had placed it out of his
power to make payment, and he therefore sub-
mitted the subject to the assembly, that they
might make provision accordingly.

This message caused much dissatisfaction in
the assembly, being there considered as in-
tended by the executive, to involve that body
in a certain degree of responsibility for the
failute of the receiver general, which they pre-
tended rested wholly with the government.—
Little or no notice of the message was taken
until near the termination of the session, when
it was resolved, ¢ that the arbitrators having
determined that the amount of the arrears due
to Upper Canada was £12,220 17s. 6d., cur
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rency, and their decision being final, thatsum
had thenceforth ceased to form part of Lhe dis-
posable funds of this province,and ought to have
been paid to Upper (,"umd.l, and not to have
been retained towards paying the public
officers up to the first of November last, six

months of their salaries; and that by suspend-
ing the execution of the said act of the impe-
rial parliament, his excellency the governor in
chief has éxposed this province to the misfor-
tune of a renewal of the difficulties with Upper
Canada.’

By the ¢ Canada Trade Act,” it is, as pre-
viously mentioned, among other matters, pro-
vided that persons holding lands in this pro-
vince, in fief et seigneurie, may, on surrender-

ing the same to his Majesty, obtain regrants of

ihcm in free and common soccage, by paying
’

a certain sum in consideration of the le.u( of

tenure and I(‘llll(]ll;\hil](‘ll[ by the king of the
fines and other dues to his \Ia}mt\ lhe seig-
nior, by this change of tenure, became, from a
proprietor, as it were in trust, ‘of the unimprov-
ed lands in his seigniory, the absolute owner
thereof, with power to dispose of them as
he pleased. This enactment, prompted by
the liberality of the government at home,
with a view to the gradual disenthralment
of the province from the foedal tenure, was,
however, but coolly received in it. By the
ancient laws of the province, the seignior is
bound (though practically this good Jaw has
been disregarded by most of thu seigniors,) to

Chap.
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Chap. concede the ungranted 1ands_in his seigniory e et

xxiv. tg gpplicants desirous of settling on the_m_, and ud el i

1521, this, on the same conditions as were 01'1g1na}ly qeurie, would
imposed on the first grants made in the_ seig-
niory, viz: on payment by the censitaire,
(gr;{ntne) to him and his successors, of an an-
nual ground rent, in perpetuity, of a sol or
thereabout per arpent in superficie, with liabi-
lity for lods et ventes or atwelfth of the amount
of purchase money in all cases of sale. This
commutation of tenure would subject the lands
to a different set of laws altogether from those
by which they were previously ruled : that
of primogeniture, for instance, superseding
those relating to descent and partitionment
among coheirs. Those of the widow’s dower
also upon such lands would, it was said, be set
aside by the change of tenure.*

The introduction of a new system of laws
incidental to the tenure in free and common
soccage,was distasteful. It was erroneously con-
sidered a scheme gradually to undermine and
overthrow the old laws, for the maintenance of
which, in their integrity, it was said the cana-
dians of french origin, preferred the imaginary
inconveniences of the old tenure, to the doubt-
ful advantages of that proffered. The assem=
bly took up the subject, and by resolution de-
clared ‘ that any arrangement which might be

—

* The departure of most, if not all the seigneurs in Canada, (the
seminaries of Quebee and Montreal, the late order of jesuits, the reli-
gious communities of ladies, and other ecclesiastical &nrporurirms be-
ing honorable exceptions however) from the conditions on which the
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made under the said act, between his Majesty chap.

and the holders of waste lands en fief et seig-
neurie, would deprive a third party of a legal

crown of France granted the tracts, known in Canada, as seignio-
ries, has been andis the cause of much discontent throughout the
province, and very probably will, occasion at no distant period
a reaction to the disadvantage of the seigniors. The views of the
french government in making these grants to individuals eapable of
effecting settlements upon them were beneficent and wise, and cal-
culated to promote immigration and the improvement of the colony.
The settler could obtain, according to them, the concession or grant
of a tract of 80 to 90 arpents, or acres of land, in any of those seig-
niories, on the mere condition of paying for it an annual ¢ redevance”
or acknowledgment to the seignior, rarely or never exceeding 6s. 8.,
our money, and seldom so much, with certain other public obliga-
tions on the part of the grantee, in connection with his grant, by
no means onerous, being as much for his own and the public good
as the seignior’s, the land, in addition to the annual ‘¢ redevance®’
being, on every sale or mutation thereof equivalent to sale, liable to
the mutation fine known as ¢ lods ef ventes,”” viz: a sum equal to a
twelfth of the amount of purchase, and to be paid by the purchaser
to the seignior, in addition to the purchase money mul by him to the
vendor.—T' ln- though a drawback upon improve lmlll n cities o1
towns, where ldrgt- investments are necessarily made in build-
ing for the purposes of trade and other irr';]nm'(_nu.n!s was, neverthe-
less, a wise provision, intended to prevent the forestalling or mono-
pmy of lands by capitalists, to the prejudice of the agricultural
5, and upon the whole, perhaps, an excellent agrarian law, as
many still consider it, if only the spirit in which it was conceived
were followed up and duly enforced i:y law.

But the seigniors generally, with the above exceptions, have, it
seems, dmm_nudq d the conditions annexed by the crown to the grants
heir respective seigniories, as shewn by an inquiry before com-
missioners appointed by the government pursuant to an address of
the assembly of Canada, in 1841, and their report thereupon. The
seigniors, it appears, not only dispose of the unconceded lands in their
seigniories, as 1f they were the absolute proprietors of them, by exact-
ing from applicants for grants of land, previous to concession, large
amounts in money, for the lots selected, but i Impose & also such unrea-
sonably heavy ground rents, or ¢ redevances,” in perpetuity, and con-
trary, it is believed, to law, (though the courts have held such
contracts to be legal,) as actually amount to a serious grievance, at
present and for years past the subject of much uneasiness and com=
plaint. The legislature, it is expected however, will, before long,
mterpose its authority, and, with a due regard to the just rights of
seignior and censitaire, make some provision on the subject that will
put an end to the abuses, if not to the tenure.

YOL. III. E
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right which is beneficial to the individual—
ui\dntvr( ous to the communily, granted
by the (aplmhuom of the Ln.um,,and con-
firmed to it, by an act of the fourteenth year
of the reign of hi:~ late Majesty.” lhe}‘,
therefore, addressed the governor, praying
« that in any conditions which may be im-
posed on any seignior surrendering lands
under the said act, to obtain a grant thereof
in free and common soccage, such condi-
tions may be imposed on such seignior in
conlurmny to the said act, as may preserve
entire the right of the suhm(i to a grant of such
waste lands at the usual lcdcmncm or dues
and conditions.”

This was. in fact, a request that no change
of tenure should be permitted. In answer to
the request, his excellency said he would pay
every attention to the subject, when any ex-
change of the seigneurial tenure should come
under his consideration.

Among the final proceedings of the session,
was a vote of thanks to Sir James M‘Intosh,
and other members of the parliament, who, as
it was said, *“ influenced by a sense of justice,
and attachment to the prnmplcs of the british
consututlon, succeeded in persuading his Ma-
jesf\ ministers to relinquish their support of
a bill introduced in the house of commons in
1822, for altering the established constitu-
tion of the Canadas, until such time as the
inhabitants of the province could have an op-
portunity of making known their sentiments
thereon.” E
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VI The governor prorogued the legislature chap.
W, 7 on the ninth March, with the following**™:
W,y s . & o34 ; ; o
Wyaie  speech, from which the reader will clearly 1g24.
ety collect the points at issue.

¢ Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the
assembly,—1 am now to close a session of the provincial
parliament, the result of which I am much afraid will prove
to be of little public advantage ; at the same time your long
and laborious attendance is entitled to my best thanks; but
before 1 prorogue this parliament, 1 think it important to the
country that I should here, as his Majesty’s representative,
express my sentiments upon the general result of your pro-
ceedings during the several sessions in which I have met
you: I declare those sentiments in an earnest desire to
attract the serious attention of every member of this parlia-
ment, of every man who values the prosperity of Canada,
and [ trust I know too well the principles of the british
constitution, to express myself in any manner inconsistent
with that respect which one branch of the legislature owes
to another, or with those rights and privileges which belong
to each respectively.

% A claim has been made to an unlimited rightin one
branch of the legislature, to appropriate the whole revenue
of the province according to its pleasure, including not only
that part of it heretofore granted to his Majesty, and which is
appropriated by acts of the provincial parliament to specific
purposes, and subjeet to such distribution as the king may see
1ament, 1t fit, but even that portion also of the revenue which is raised

( by the authority of the imperial parliament, appropriated to
defray the expenses of the administration of justice and of
his Majesty’s civil government in this provinee, and direct-
ed by an act passed in the British parliament, long before
the establishment of the present constitution in this pro-
vince, to be so applied, under the authority of the lords
commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury j this claim, made
by one, has been formally denied by the other two branches
of the provincial parliament ; nevertheless it has been per-
sisted in, and recourse has been had to the unusual proceed-
ing of withholding the supplies, except upon conditions
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which would amount to an acknowledgmen of its constitu-
tional validity. i

« This subject has occupied every session from the first

to the last, and is now transmitted to those which shall fol-

ow. It has caused incalculable mischief to the province ;
and now leaves it to struggle under difficulties, while every
snhabitant of it must see that the encouraging aid of the
lerislature is alone wanting to arouse powerful exertions and
iraw forth those resources, which, without that aid must, in
2 sreat measure, be dormant and useless within its reach.
But, eentlemen, I see with infinite satisfaction, that not-
withstanding these unfavorable circumstances, Canada is
powerfully advancing in improvement, and that the diffe-
rences which continue to disturb the legislature, have not
interrupted, in the smallest degree, that general contentment
which the people enjoy under the paternal care and protee-
tion of his Majesty.

¢ In former years, when the supplies necessary for the
support of his Majesty's government and the honor of his
crown in this province, were not granted, 1 averted the un-
happy consequences which must have resulted from a strict
adherence to the letter of the law ; and I trust that my con-
duct, on these occasions, will be justified and approved,
where alone I am responsible : but as my advice has been
unavailing to prevent this result at the present period, I shall
interfere no further ; adhering now to the letter of the law, I
shall guide the measures of the executive government by

that rule, and according to my best judgment, lamenting that
the public must feel those consequences which have so long
impended over it, and which I can no longer avert.

« Gentlemen of the legislative council,—I feel myself
called upon to acknowledge the calm, firm and dignified
character of your deliberations and conduct in the discussion
of the public business, and I take it upon me, in a sense of
duty, to thank you in his Majesty’s name, for the support
vou have uniformly given to the measures 1 have from time
to time recommended to you for the good of the province.

« I fervently pray that the wisdom of your proceedings
may make a justimpression upon the loyal inhabitants of the
province, and lead them to that temperate and conciliating
digposition which is always best calculated to give energy to
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public spirit, to promote public harmony, and ensure public ¢jap.
happiness ; these are the great advantages which result from xxuv.
a wise exercise of the powers and privileges of parliament.” :’T

The encomiums passed on the conduct of
the legislative council, were offensive to the
members of the other house, as indirect cen-
sure upon it. Thus, the assembly and the
governor parted, without having made the least
progress during the four years of this parlia-
ment, towards an adjustment of the difficulties
in which it was involved when his lordship
assumed the government. These had even
multiplied, and parties seemed to be still fur-
ther from a good understanding than at any
previous period since the introduction of the
subject from which they had chiefly sprung.

The dissolutions which had taken place dur-
ing former administrations, had been held up
as obstacles to the adjustment of difficulties
between the executive and the assembly. This
pretext was, however, now totally wanting, the
present governor having, from first to last of
this parliament, evinced the fullest forbearance
and moderation towards the assembly.

The formation of ¢ The Literary and Histo-
rical Society of Quebec,” took place this year
originating in the patriotic feeling, and anx-
iety for the honor and the welfare of the pro-
vince, which characterised the Earl of Dal-
housie, its noble founder and patron. The pur-
poses of the society were, by an address to the
public, issued shortly after its institution,declar-
ed to be the “investigation of points of history

E 2
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enap, immediately connected with the Canadas—To
xx1v- discover and rescue from the unsparing hand

ib".‘l

~ of time the records which yet remain of the
earliest history of C'anada—To preserve,while
in our power kucn documents as may be found
amid th (lmt of yet unc\plored d"‘pOsl[dlle
and which may prove 1mpmiam to tfcne;a\
history and to the particular history of this pro-
vince.”—Men of learning and taste were invit-
ed to join the society, which concluded the
LLJ dress issued on the occasion, by soliciting

¢ the assistance and co-operation of a liberal
ind enlightened public in the prosecution of a
cause, which, in so many ways, conduced to
the advancement of historical knowledge, and
consequently to the honor and ornament of
this province.” This important society subsists,
but in a lingering state, not having met with
the general and stmd‘, support which an fa-
stitution so valuable to the country, its history
and literature has a right to expect.*

* Ata meeting of the society, held at the Castle of St. Lewis, on
Monday the 15th March, 1824, a setof by-laws was agreed upon,
and the following officers (the first of the in stitution) were named :(—
Founder and Patron—His Excellency the Right Honorable George,

Earl of Dalhousie, G. C. B., &c. &e. &e.

President—His E \H_Ihm} Uw Honorable Sir Francis Nathaniel
Burton, K. C.

\1 8 l‘le:nlz*n‘aﬁliu  Honorable Chief Justice Sewell—Vallieres de
Real, Esq.

f\m [)'llll“”' Secre lu\—“ illiam Green, Esq.
Tre 1\}51(\ and C onnponduw Secretary—John Charlton Fisher, Esq
The society was incorporated by 1'n_vul charter of 5th October,
1831.—The officers of it, for that year, were :
President, His Honor the Chief Justice of the Provinee.—1st.
Yice President, William Sheppard, Esquire.—2d. do. Honorable
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A28 Lord Dalhousie sailed for England with his chap
parig family on the 6th of June, receiving, previous to**'"
AN § his embarkation addresses from 1\ ontreal and goq.

PEser

Quebec, numerously signed, expressive of the
may

respect of the inhabitants fm his excellency’s
public and private character, regret at his de-
parture, and of their hopes of his speedy
return. The government, during his absence
devolved upon the lieutenant governor, Sir
Francis N. Burton.

Although much towards public improvement
had been done during the four years which had
elapsed of this administration, much also of
what had been particularly recommended by
the governor, had been left undone. Besides
those topics embraced in his speeches to the
legislature, others of major importance were,
from time to time, brought under notice by

. message.

;m,..‘. He recommended, in the first session, a revi-
B b Y o . ~ . . -
nect? sion of the road laws, and in connection with

 §

this subject, the establishment of an office of
grand voyer for the province, in whom the
supmmtendcncc of all general improvements
by the opening of new hwhmu throughout
the province, and controul of the Oxpondltuu-
of all public monies on roads, or internal com-

Sir Tnlm(‘ahlmll Bart :—3d. do. Andrew Stuart, Esquire, M. P. P.
—ith, do. Hon. A. W. Cochran—Recording Secretary, \‘\l\lmm Hen-
d-’rsml Esquire,—C nn»\pmuim" Secretar J. W mlt le, Esquire,
M. r. “—1]! asurer, Archibald Campbell, Esquire,—Librarian, .J.
Mmrin M. D.—Council Secretary, W. L\urn M. D.—C lmmmn of
¢ the Class of Literature, John C. Fisher, L. L. D.—Of the Class of
s Natural History, W. l\(lly M.D. R. N.—-Of Ilm Class of Science,

o ”1 Lloyd, M. D.—and of the Class of Arts, the Reverend Mi
Holmes.
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ould centre. The decayed state
- §t. Lewis, the residence of the
brought under considera-
tion ; as, also, the expedience of providing a
suitable house for the accommodation of the
public offices, immediately connected with the
civil government, He further recommended,
in the same session, as a matter that concerned
both the honor of the country and the dignity
of its parliament, that steps should be taken
with a view to erect, in the course of future
years, a public building for the seat of the
legislature, suited to the circumstances and
corresponding with the rank which this pro-
vince holds among the sister provinces of his
Majesty’s North American dominions.

In the session of 1823, he also, as previously
mentioned, recommended the enactment of a
law for the public registry of instruments con-
veying, charging, or affecting real property,
with a view to give greater security to the pos-
session and transfer of such property, and to
commercial transactions in general.

The possession of large tracts of township
lands by absentees, and owners who had made
no improvements on them, and who in no wise
contributed towards opening the roads of com-
munication which gave value to their lands—
a burden which fell chiefly on the settler, and
resident landowner,—had long been deemed a
grievance, that essentially retarded the pro-
oress of the townships. The governor, anxi-
ously desired to remove this, and accordingly,

Vool ohne
CHECK QDU

nfhe app




57

at the late session, sent a message to the assem- chap
bly,recommending an enactment for the escheat **"*
and forfeiture to the crown of the large tracts jg;.
held under letters patent, in the townships, on
which, in disregard of the conditions of grant,

no improvements were made. He also, this
session, recommended measures, by which he
might be enabled to cause an inspection to be
made into the state of the divisions and batta-
lions of militia, principally with a view to
check abuses which had grown into practice

in the appointments and promotion of militia
officers. These, however, as well as other
measures of importance which he recommend-

ed to the legislature, were all disregarded.

The views which the earl of Dalhousie
entertained of his own administration, so far, of
the government of the province, may be under-
stood by the following extract from his answer
to the address presented to him by the
principal inhabitants of Quebee, previous to
his embarkation for England :—

UTSE 01 ¢

G Std

¢ [ do feel, and I will candidly and publicly say it, that
I have not succeeded to the extent of my hopes in promot-
ing the welfare of this country, but neither have I much
cause to complain; I am as yet content with what all
acknowledge to be true, that the province has improved
greatly within the last few years, notwithstanding the unto-
ward circumstances which have occurred—my hopes are
not cast down—my earnest endeavours shall not relax—the
general welfare of the people shall still be the grand object
of my constant attention and determined perseverance ;—
and I trust that while in England, as here amongst you, [
shall not disappoint your expectatious.”

nd aceors
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CHAPTER XXV.

General election—lieut. governor visits Montreal —meeting
of the new parliament—speech—miscellaneous proceed-
ings—Mir. attorney general Uniacke raised to the bench—
Mr. James Stuart attorney general in his stead—ZHsti-
mates for the year sent down to the assembly in a shape
different from those of the previous year—approved and
bill passed accordingly with some reductions—passed by
legislative council—protest against it by Mr. Richardson
—remarks-—address relating to the defalcation of Mr.
Caldwell-—prorogation—~decease of the right reverend
Jacob Mountain, D. D., first lord bishop of Quebec—
return of the earl of Dalhousie from England, and reas.
sumption of the government—relief aflorded by him to
sufferers from the great fires on the Miramichi, New
Brunswick--decease of Monseigneur Plessis, roman
catholic bishop of Quebec—custom-house fees disconti-
nued—parliament meets--speech—message relating to
the independence of the judges—and to Mr. Caldwell—
estimates sent down--proceedings thereupon—address
relating to jesuits’ estates in and near Quebec—answer—
address concerning change of tenure—answer— address
to the king relating to civil list—expedience of an agent
reconsicered —governor’s message upon the subject—
census and return of the population—award under

“ Trade Act” of share of revenue to Upper Canada—

varieties——prorogation.

Sk Francis N. Burroxy had been long
Chap. €nough in Lower Canada to become person-
x« ally acquainted with most of those actively
1521, concerned in public affairs.

The general election took place in July and

Allgusf; l)ut, ﬂ][hﬂu;’,‘d several new members




were returned, it was apparent that the influ- chap.

ence of the party, termed anti-ministerial, had **":

ratherincreased, than otherwise, by the change.* 1521,
The lieut. governor visited Montreal and the

* Members returned to this, the 12th parliament of L. Canada.

Upper Town of Quebee, Jos, Remi Vallieres de St. Réal and An-
drew Stuart; Lower Town of Quebec, Jean Belanger and Thomas
Ainslie Young ; County nj' Quebec, John Neilson and Michel Clouet 1
me'} of Cornwallis, Joseph Levasseur Borgia and Joseph Robi-
taille ; County of Devon, Jl‘\l}ll C mm!um Després and Jean Bte.
Fm'tm County of Dorchester, John Davidson and Louis Laguenx ;
("‘”“1\ of Hertford, Frangois Blanchet and Nicolas IJUJ“UNI-:H‘T'
County of }Lll’lllh‘.ll(' Frangois Drolet and John Can non ; County of
Northumberland, Mare Paschal De Salles Laterriére and John Fra-
ser; County of ”I’L!‘.\I'\ E*mngm\ Quirouet; Borough of Three
Rivers, Amable Berthelot and Etienne Renvoyzé; County of St.
Maurice, Pierre Bureau and Charles Caron; County of Buckinham-
shire, Louis Bourdages and T:.tn I .]\I\x # Proulx; t Ward of
Montreal, Hughes Heney and James Le West \\':1::?(-J”,\'F(=I“_v
real, Louis J. Papineau and Pierre De iw: heblave ; County of .‘\'( nt-
real, Joseph Valois and Joseph Perrault; County of Bedford, Jean
Baptiste Réné Hertel de Rouville; County of ~Effingham, {.‘..—
mir De Montigny and Joseph Ovide Turgeon; County of Hunting-
don, Austin Cuvillier and Jean Moyse Raymond ; Count y of J{v-: t,
Denis B. Viger and Frederic Auguste Que snel; € umm of Leinster,
Charles Courteau and Jean Marie Rochon ; (uhmx of Richelieu,
Roch de St. Ours and Jean Dessaulles ; County of Sur ey, Pierre
Amiot and Aimé Massue ; County of Warwick, Jacques De ligny
aud Lounis M. Raphael Barbier; C ounty of York, L. Dumont and
John Simpson; Borough of William Henry, Norman Fitzgerald
Uniacke ; County of Gaspé, Jean Thomas Taschereau.

The legislative council, and its officers at this time, consisted of
the following gentlemen :—
The hon. Jonathan Sewell, chief jnstice of Lower Canada, Speaker,

Right revd. Jacob, lord bishop of Quebec.

8ir George Pownall, kt ; James Monk, Sir John Johnston, bart. :
Charles De St. Ours,John Hale, A.L.J. Duch snay, John Richard-
gon, John Caldwell, H. W. Ryland, Jas. Cuthbert, Chs. Wm. G 101 t,
W. McGillivray, ]l( D. Debartzch, Rt. Revd. J. O, Plessis, R.

ad been | Bishop of Quebec, James Irvine, M. H. Perceval, Olivier P flmuh.
al T Louis De § did];tl] y Wm, Burns, Thomas Coffin, T. P. J. Tasche-
pcome } reat, Rodk. Mackenzie, L. R, C. De LL éry, Louis Turgeon, Lewis

e Gugy, Charles De Salaberry, James Kerr, Edw. Bowen, W. B. Fel-
those acI ton, Matthew Bell, Toussaint Pothier.

Of these gentlemen the ouly survivors at this dz 1y (October, 1848)
are Messrs. Cuthbert, Bowen and Bell,

William Smith, esq., elerk of the parliament; Chas. Ft. De Lé Iy,
esq., clerk assistant; Andrew Wm, Cochran, (\ll , law clerk ; Jacq.
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upper parts of the province in August, and was
received with every mark of cordiality by the
inhabitants. The citizens of Montreal enter-
tained him at a public dinner, and before leay-
ing the city he performed the ceremony of
laying the corner stone of the new roman ca-
tholic parish church at Montreal, said to be the
largest edifice of the kind in North America.*

Voyer, esq., clerk of the journals; C. R. D’Estimauville, esq., gent.
usher of the black rod; Mr. Wm. Ginger, serjeant at arms.
The following constituted the executive council, at the same period :
® “The honorable the Chief Justice Sewell.
The tt. revd. Jacob, lord bishop of Quebec.
James Monk, John Richardson,—A. L. J. Duchesnay, James
Kerr, M. H, Perceval, Olivier Perrault, Wm. B. Coltman, William

Smith, L. J. Papineau.

Hon. H. W. Ryland, registrar and clerk ; George H. Ryland, esq.,
assistant clerk ; hon. Edward Bowen, french translator and secy.

+ Among the miscellaneous events of the present year deserving of
notice, is the fact, that the largest ship ever built (unless we credit
the tales of antiquity) and certainly the largest that ever crossed the
atlantic ocean, was launched on the 28th July 1824, at the Island of
Orleans, near the western point, at the distance of a league and a
half from Quebec. It was flat bottomed, and every way after the
model of a canadian Batleau, and built by a Mr. Wood, of Glasgow,
for a company in Scotland, and ni med the Columbus. The purpose
of this Leviathan Battean puzzled for a time the natives, who ima-
gined some deep speculation at bottom. It, however, turned out un-
profitably. This vessel took in a load of timber and sailed for En
oland, which she reached, but on her passage out to St. John, New
Brunswick, became, in a gale of wind W ater-logzed, and was in
consequence abandoned at sea. Her length was 301 feet 6 inches—
breadth 50 feet 7 inches—and depth 29 feet 4 inches, and of 3,690
29-04 tons burthen. She was fitted out with four masts. In sailing
down the St. Lawrence, on her homeward voyage, after the Her-
cules, steam tow-boat, which had towed her down as far as Bic
had left her, she ran aground at the Betsiamitis shoals, but upon
throwing over a considerable quantity of her cargo, she floated off
without injury, and proceeded on her voyage. Another, the Baron
Renfrew, on a similar model, and of rather larger dimensions, Was
shortly after the launch of this one laid down at the same
place and launched the ensuing year, She also reached England, hut
stranding on the coast, was, alter a short time floated off, and blown
over on the coast of France, where she was totally lost, but the cargo,
consisting of timber, was saved. No further attempt to build vessels
on a similar plan has since been attempted in this Province.

The salane
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The salaries due to the officers denominated Chap.
local, which for want of an act of appropriation **""
last session, the governor in chief had not 1504,
thought proper to pay on his own responsi-
bility, were now discharged by the lieutenant
governor, who took it upon himself, trusting to
the aqaeml)ly for indemnity, to pay th(,m in
full, notwithstanding the vote of reduction, the
preccdm session, of one fourth upon every
salary throughout the civil list.

lhe]nrrlqlatmemet on the 8th January, 182!

Much interest had arisen with re spect to tho
choice of speaker, which several imagined
would fall on Mr. Valliéres. He was, however,
when it came to the trial held but light com-
pared to Mr. Papineau ; only twelve voting for
him, and thirty-two for the latter.

The lieut. governor after stating that the
administration of the government had devolved
upon him in consequence of the absence of
his excellency the governor in chief, informed
the house of asccmhly

th { ::“

“ That he would with as little delay as possible, cause to
be laid before them, an account of the provincial revenue of
the crown, and of the expenditure of the civil establishment
during the last year, accompanied by such statements and
returns as would enable them to judge of the resources of
this rising colony, and of the means it possessed to provide
for the civil expenditure of the provincial government, and
to promote internal improvement. without the imposition of
duties upon its commeree or its industry to an extent that
could be {elt as a burthen by its inhabitants.

¢ Gentlemen of the legislative council,—¢* Gentlemen
of the house of assembly,—¢ Persuaded ”—said his excel-
lency,— as I am of your devotion to the best of sovereigns,

F




_and of your earnest desire to promote the general welfare of
. vour fellow sub 1(’<1x for whom you are called to legislate, I
. cannot but antieif the most beneficial results from your
5. proceedings. : :

“ iough entering for the first time on the adminis-
{ration of the government, I have resided long enough in the
plmmn eto become p tl'>t3Th1ll:\' d(‘qn.nnlpd with most of you,

|.(\ it affords me the highest gratification to declare that 1

X any part of the km'r':c dominions, remarked a

achment to his Majesty’s person and government

\ave ohaerved in you individ ilul‘l\ : I have therefore

t ground to rely ulw m your colle setive exertions. |

en that you will cordially unite for the purpose

away any difficulties which may heretofore have

ar and for preventing, by an amicable arrangement of

the financial concerns of this province, the recurrence of
such difficulties in future.

The speech savoured, it was thought, a
little too much of adulation, and as some said,
of « blarney ”, but it was well received by the
assembly ; and an advantageous result from
the labors of the session was generally anti-

cipated.

A bill was passed during the session by the
assembly for the appointment of an agent in
the United 1\1,';:mm, but did not receive the
sanction of the Iv-mL.ln( council. Messieurs
Papineau and Neilson laid before the assembly
copy of aletter which, while in England with
the petitions against the proposed union of the
Canadas they hmi addressed to the under
secretary of state for the colonial de partment
R. Wilmot, esqr. “ We have,” said they, in
this document, too voluminous for insertion
here—¢ heard indeed in the colonies, motives
alleged for changes in the constitution of Lower
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Canada, but as they bear the character of cia

party, of prejudice, and even hatred of the
mhabitants of that province, they never can be
supposed to influence the british government.
There, appeals have been made to the right
of conquest against a people who have been
for two generations native born british subjects;
foreign attachments and feelings have been
asserted to those who have twice voluntarily
hazarded their lives and fortunes to preserve
their allegiance to the british crown. No
calumny, no misrepresentation has been spared
against those who have uniformly walked I

the path of honor and of duty, and who, if they
were unfortunately torn from that allegiance
which connects them with the british empire,
could not fail to perceive that natives and
inhabitants of North America, they would
partake in its fortunes.”—

Mr. Uniacke, representing the borough of
William Henry, and his \“wut} s attorney
general for the province, was In the course of
Ihe session, removed from his situation and
promoted, much against his wish, to the bench,
to make room for M: James Stuart, who as
previously mentioned had taken an active part
towards promoting the intended union, and
was now in England for the purpose. The
lieutenant governor informed the house by
message of Mr. Uniacke’s translation to the
bench pursuant to which his seat was ac-
cordingly vacated. Mr. Stuart succeeded him
as representative for William Henry,

)
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The independence of the judges occupied
the attention of the assembly, and in connection
with the subject, they again took into consi-
deration the expedience of establishing a
tribunal * to adjudge the impeachments which
might be brought by the assembly of the
province against public functionaries,” and it
was accordingly resolved by the house “that this
tribunal be the legislative council in conformity
to the despatch of the right honorable Earl
Bathurst, to his excellency Sir John Coape
Sherbrooke, governor in chief of this province,
dated the 7th July, 1817.” It was also resolved
« that for the more upright and impartial
administration of justice, it is expedient to
render the judges of his Majesty’s court of
king’s bench and provincial courts, more n-
dependent than heretofore, by incapacitating
the said judges from seats in the executive
and legislative councils, and disqualifying such
as now have seats therein from sitting or voting
in such councils.” For these purposes it was
resolved “ expedient to secure by law to the
said judges, their respective offices during
good behaviour in the same manner as those
offices are secured in England,”—and finally.
that it * will be expedient for the purposes
aforesaid, to secure adequate permanent sa-
laries to the said judges, on their being
prevented from holding any other office of profit
or emolument under the crown.” Nothing
conclusive however was done on the subject.
The assembly before the estimate came
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down, addressed the lieutenant governor, Chap.
« praying his excellency would be pleased to **7"
« cause to be laid before the house, a copy of 1ses.
« the despatches, or such part thereof as con-

« tains the commands of his royal highness

« the Prince Regent, now his most gracious

« Majesty, to his excellency Sir John C.

« Sherbrooke, heretofore governor in chief, to

« call upon the provincial legislature to vote

« the sums necessary for the ordinary annual

« expenditure of the province, as signified to

«« both houses of the legislature of this pro-

« vince, on opening the session of the pro-

¢ vincial parliament, on the seventh day of

« January, one thousand eight hundred and

« eighteen.”

To this application the lieutenant governor,
verbally replied to the messengers, that he
would send an answer by message. Accor-
dingly, in a few days afterwards, his excellency
informed the house by message, that he re-
gretted, the despatch aliuded to being strictly
confidential, he could not consider himself at
liberty to make any further communication,
than was at the time, made by the then go-
vernor in chief.*

The lieutenant governor sent down the es-
timate of the expenses of the civil government
for the current year, ina shape different from
that of the former sessions, the distinction be-
tween the permanent and local classes of officers

* The despatch alluded to, is probably that of Earl Bathurst, dated
31st Aug., 1817—see note in vol. 2nd, page 296.

F 2
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being omitted. The funds previously by law
applolnmu‘d towards the support of the eivil
government, were estimated at £40,545 15 10
currency, and an-aid of £31,456. 6 currency,
was called for, as necessa ry to cover the current
expenditure of the year ; a deficiency for which
his excellency said he relied upon the zeal and
loyalty of the assembly to provide.

The form in which the estimate was sub-
mitted to 'the assembly was satisfactory, as it
seemed to be a relinquishment of the distinc-
tion that had been set up between permanent
and local offices as previously mentioned, and
an admission thatthe controul over the appro-
priated fund was now conceded to the as-
sembly, a point which all along they had in
view. There was, however, a misundushndmv
between the parties, nothing having been fluthel
from the intention of the lieutenant governor (as
appears by his despatch to the minister on the
subject) than to relinquish or compromise
the exclusive right of the government to apply
to its lmﬂnmaw purpose the appropriated
fund, by law vested in the crown towards the
support of the civil government.

The assembly, before entering upon. the
estimate; resolved upon an address, -praying,
his excellency would ¢ be pleased to cause to
be laid before this house, copies of such parts
of the despatches from his majesty’s ministers
as contain the royal commands, to call upon the
house to make a proper and permanent pro-
vision for the necessary expenses of the civil




government of this province, as communicated Chap.
h\ his excellency the governor in chief, in his ™"
-'-.pt‘L{'u to both hmw'w of the le*mlatmv ON-1825.
opening the session of the provine ml parliament,
on the 16th day of december, 1820 ; and the
further recommendation of his majesty, that
such provision as may appear necessary for
that purpose, should be granted pmm‘menth
during his. majesty’s life, as communicated by
his excellency the governor in chief in his
speech to both houses of the Legislature on
opening - the session of the pm\m(ml Parlia-
ment, on the 11th December, 1821 ; and of
such other royal instructions, relative thereto,
as may have been received by his majesty’s
government in this province.”

The assembly, at the same time, presented
another address, praying his excellency would
“ be pleased to cause to be laid before the
house, such cennmnu("n;un as may have been
received from his majesty’s ministers, on the
Quh]“ct of the humble address of this house,
appHpe to his majesty, of the 21st January 1822, re-
1 fova lative to the dem: md of a permanent civil list,

during his majesty’s life.”

fll‘jllf i llle lieutenant governor, sent a few days
dress o a.fter\\'{u'd; a message to the assembly, expres-
: sing his ¢ regret that he had to state, in answer

1 4n nang

sed fo ¢ =y

b to these addresses, that after the most diligent
b)

s search, no instructions containing the royal

command, to call upon the house of Assembly
to make a proper and permanent provision for
the necessary expenses of the civil government,

tocall
permd manel
Ses U‘ ';;..‘
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chap, was to be found in the office of the governor’s
xxv. gecretary, and that he was consequently led to

e despatch containing such
instructions, had been carriedd home by his
excellency the governor in chief, with other
papers likely to be useful in any deliberation
with his Majesty’s ministers, respecting the
government of this province.”

’ He further informed the house * that no
answer could be traced to the address of the
assembly, to his Majesty of the 21st January,
1822, relative to the demand of 2 permanent
civil list, during his Majesty’s life.”

From these answers it was inferred, erro-
neously there is cause to believe, that the call
by the governor in chief for a permanent ap-
propriation in aid of the funds for the support
of the civil government of the province, was
unauthorised by the minister. The classification
of offices into permanent and local was at-
tributed also to the partiality of the provineial
government with a view to favor a few of the
public functionaries at the expense of the
rest.

The assembly on going into the subject of
the supply called for by the lieutenant gover:
nor, went regularly through the whole civil list,
in order to fix by vote the application of the
appropriated monies, before entering upon the
vote in aid of them. Certain offices which it
was intended to abolish were wholly passed
over, in order that nmot being included in the

it, Several
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iegy  votes for the year, they might thereby be Chap.
wrly i understood as suppressed.® S
ntaining § Of the sum estimated as the expense for the 152,
home b year the assembly voted £58,074 2 11 sterg.
if, il Although the ‘assembly had thought it ne-

cessary to make reductions upon the estimate
submitted to them they were extremely de-
sirous of so framing the bill as to cover their
own pretensions, without seeming to intrench
upon the rights of the crown over the appro-

e 215t Ji priated revenue.
of 2 pene The matter was one of rather difficult
adjustment, and much attention from a very

carly period of the session was bestowed upon
it. Several bills on the subject, were prepared,
and privately submitted to members of the
assembly, in the confidence of the lieutenant
governor. The one finally agreed upon, as
best adapted to reconcile the conflicting opin-
ions gave the supply, merely limiting the
amount of the expenditure for the year, in-
cluding the appropriated revenue to £58,074
stg, without making mention by items or
chapters of the particular manner in which the
amount was to be applied. It also admitted
the existence of the previous appropriation by

* Among the omissions were the following, vizt :—

Lieut. zovernor of Gaspé............ £300 0 0
Agentin London........covevunnmnas 200 0 0
French translator to government..... 200 0 0
Chairman board of audit........... 400 0 O
Secretary to the same..........c... 182 10 0
Advocategeneral......covivevicanas 00 g0

This accounts for so much of the deficiency—the rest consisted of
a small pension, and some inconsiderable offices, and contingencies.
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law.* The bill was in fact free of the apparent
objections which had occasioned the loss of
those formerly se up to the legislative
council, nor was any mention or allusion made
in it to the reductions intended by the as-
sembly. It was, however, insisted upon in
debate in the assembly, that the executive
were bound to look to the journals of tha
house and to be guided by its votes, in the
application of the sum me nlm.u d in the bill,
and that a failure strictly to um'p y with these
would be a sufficient and

e ensulng year.
of the reductions
intended, or with respect to the application of
the sum voted for the year, was, however, sent
to the lieutenant governor.

The bill being sent up to the legislative
council, met with the concurrence of a great
'1"1}()1'iiy of that branch ; two only, T’.l(.hurdﬁml
and Grant, voting against it. The former strongly

2xpressed his dissatisfaction at the bill, de-

“'h';l 7 to refuse a supply t
No address upon the subject

as

* The bill passed
conditions or restrictions w
votes, simply enacted (as
¢ addition to the reve nue :
“ the .u.mmmmtmn of ju

ing anv of the
ipanied the
k.) ¢ that in

I > expenses of
justice and for s ‘E'i ort of the civil government
“of the province, there Il be supplied and paid from and out of
¢ the unappropriated monies which now ar. ter may come
‘ into the hands of the receiver general of the |\1-=1\1;;r.'¢- for the time
¢ being, such sum or necessary to make up and

complete a sum not exceeding fifty eight thousand and seve nty-four
‘ [mml\i\\u shillings and eleven :

rling, for the > purpose of
“ defraying the e X penses ( II he civil government of province and

* of the administration of Justice therein, and the other expenses for

‘the said year, commencing the first day of November 1824, and
‘‘ ending the thirty-first day of October1825.> The bill w as formally
disapproved by earl Bathurst, the colonial minister.

propriated

Or ner

pence
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he
claring it pregnant with still greater mischiefcua,
| than any of those previously sent up to the Xxv-
e egislative council on the same subject.* 505,
R The lieutenant governor seems to have
i imagined that all differences with respect to
the civil list were settled by the bill, and to

have understood the assembly as distinetly

conceding the point which they formerly had
set up with respect to the application and
controul of the funds, previ wm\l\ appropriated.
But 1t was not so considered lw. thr‘ minister,
who ('L’Il‘*lll‘{.‘d sir 'rancis Burton for sanction-

ing the bill, a censure he afterwards withdrew,

)l (a\ has
) a ||Huh\ al e
I branch of the |
government ; by placing

ly for the means of a precarious sul

assemb tence, destructive of

though

fidelity, and whereby the constitution of this ]lf(l\lillt‘
monarchical in form, would become republican in practice.
(Signed) JOHN RICHARD
Quebec, 21st March, 1825.




Chap. upon its being made apparent to him that the
xxv. |jeutenant governor was not cognizant of the

1325, despatches forwarded on the subject to the

governor general, forhis guidance in the matter.

Special instructions had been given by des-
atches from lord Bathurst to the governor in
chief, earl Dalhousie of the 11th Septr. 15820,
and 13th Septr. 1821, imposing upon him * the
necessity of refusing all arrangements that
went in any degree to compromise the inte-
grity of the revenue known by the name of
the permanent revenue.” These despatches,
which must have been those alluded to by the
assembly, and which the lieutenant governor
in answer to their address, said, were not to
be found in the office of the governor’s se-
cretary, and that he was consequently led to
conclude they had been carried home by the
governor in chief, with other papers likely to
be useful in any deliberation with his Majesty’s
ministers respecting the government of the
province, had in fact as since understood, been
taken home for that purpose.

The assembly, at an advanced period of the
session, requested his excellency would lay
before the house the substance of any answer
he might have received to its address to his
Majesty, in the last session, praying a reim-
bursement of the defalcation of the monies in
the hands of the late receiver general ; or any
other information which he might have received
of the determination of his Majesty’s government
relating thereto. In answer to this he informed
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the assembly that he had not received any chap.
communication respecting their address ; but ***
that he had, however, by the last mail received 1s95.
directions to take the necessary steps for se-
curing the debt due by the late receiver
general, and that to this end orders had been
given to the law officers of the crown. An
humble address was voted to his Majesty pray-
ing he would be pleased to order that the
estates of the late order of jesuits be applied,
according to their original destination, to the
instruction of the youth of the country, and
that they should be placed at the disposal of
the legislature of the province, for this purpose.
The business of the session being brought
to a close, the legislature was prorogued on the
22d March. The speaker, Mr. Papineau, on
presenting the bill of supply, and a bill to
authorize a loan to complete the canal between
Lachine and Montreal, addressed the lieutenant
governor, at the bar of the legislative council,
in terms complimentary to him, but reflective
on the absent governor in chief, which many
thought he had as well have avoided. His
excellency having given the royal sanction to
the bills passed during the session, in pro-
roguing the legislature, thanked the assembly
in his majesty’s name, for the supply they had
granted in aid of the funds already appropri-
ated by law, for defraying the expenses of the

ed period
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¢ It will”’—he added—* be a pleasing part
of my duty to convey to his majesty, as early
as possible, the satisfactory intelligence, that
by an amicable arrangement of the pecuniary
concerns of the province, you have removed
those difficulties, which, for several years suc-
cessively, had disturbed the harmony it was so
desirable to establish between the legislative
bodies ; and this event, I am persuaded, will
tend in an eminent degree to draw closer the
bond of union between this province and the
parent state.”

Several liberal appropriations were made
this session by the assembly, towards the in-
ternal improvement of the province. The sum
of fifteen hundred pounds was granted for en-
couraging the intercourse between Quebec
and Halifax, to be given asa premium or re-
ward to the first steam packet of not less than
five hundred tons burthen, that should run
regularly between those ports.* An act also
was passed authorizing, for the first time since
the establishment of the Constitution, an enu-
meration or census of the population of the
province.

The result of the session gave general satis-
faction, and it was hoped that the difficulties
which heretofore had existed concerning the
civil list, if not now completely at rest, would

* The Legislature of Nova Scotia, met this appropriation witha
corresponding spirit, immediately voting £750 for the same purpose.
These votes did not, however, produce the intended effect. A
steamer (the Royal William) built at Quebec, ran in 1832 and 1833,
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be of easy adjustment. It turned out, how- cuap.
ever, differently. b
The administration of the lieutenant-gover- Tgo;
nor terminated, on the return of the governor
in chief, who arrived at Quebec, on the 16th
September, in his Majesty’s yacht Herald. In
this ship, the lieutenant governor, having ob-
tained his Majesty’s leave,sailed for England
on the 6th October, bearing with him the
general good will of the province.
An extraordinary fire having taken place on
the river Miramichi, in New Brunswick, dur-
ing the night of the 7th October, by which an
immense tract of forest, chiefly of pine, disap-
peared, the lives of many lumberers in the
woods were lost, and the thriving little towns
of Newcastle and Douglas, wholly destroyed,
liberal subscriptions for the relief of the desti-
tute and suffering inhabitants were made in
Canada, and large supplies of provisions, cloth-
ing and necessaries forwarded from Quebec in
vessels, for their relief, the governor advancing
from the treasury, upon his own responsibility,
£2243 for the purpose. This advance was
cordially and unanimously approved of and
made good by a vote of the assembly.* A

between those ports, but the intercourse not being sufficient torepay
the expense of running, she was discontinued.

* This is one of the most extraordinary fires on record, as well
from its extent and the appalling suddenness with which it burst upon
the inhabitants, a territory of several hundred square miles being at
the same instant of time, but from what cause remains a mystery,
covered with a sea of flame. It is thus described by an eye witness :

“ Onthe night of the 7th instant, (October 1825) this place (Mira-
michi) exhibited the terrific spectacle of a general conflagration.
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ship, moreover, was despatched by the go-
vernment for Miramichi, loaded with provisions
and clothing from the military stores of his

days, had been so intensely close as to
» suspicion of the existence of large fires in the woods, but no
particular alarm was felt until about half-past seven, when a rumb-
ling noise was heard to the north, which increased rapidly with
pilf‘h_\; darkness—there being at that time a dead calm. At8 o’clock
a few spa ind cinders were perceived, and a breeze from the north
west led the inhabitants to suppose that the woods must suffer, but no
idea was entertained of the horrible calamity which was impending,
Suddenly, a dreadful hurricane poured down from the north side of
1 with it immense masses of flames, cinders, ashes,
and hot sand, and scouring the settlements with such amazing rapi-
dity as’to render it impossible to preserve species of property.
To describe the scene at this awful period; is beyond the power of
language. The flames of such magnitude and so furious, seemed un-
| Wherever they grasped a building, in-
stantaneous destruction was the consequence, and the shrieks of the
flying inhabitants, the bellowing of the ter rified oxen, horses, &c.,the
roaring of the flames, with the general illumination, presented a scene
which cannot be imagined.

« The town of Neweastle, with all the surrounding settlements,
became a total waste, excepting about fourteen buildings. Amongst
those which were laid in ashes were the court-house, church, barracks
and gaol, and for miles through the interior, where mercantile, farm-
ing, and timber business were carried on extensively, the greatest
desolation took place.

i The remote settlements from the entrance of the river upwards,
present to the eye the dreadful havocof this most calamitous event,
particularly those of the north-west branch, Baltebog and Nappan,
some of which have scarcely a place of habitation left, and the lives
which have been lost at those places are innumerable, the shores at
almost every change of land, exhibiting dreadful spectacles of the
burnt and drowned.

¢ In some parts of the country, the cattle have all been destroyed
or have suffered greatly, and the verysoil in some places has been
consumed, and no provisions have been rescued from the flames,
either at Newcastle, where almost every important mercantile estab-
lishment perished, or at Douglastow n.

& The hurricane raged with such dreadful violence, that large bo-
dies of ignited timber, as also trees from the fore and parts of the
flaming houses and stores wexe carried to the river with amazing ve-
locity, and affected the, water in such a manner as to occasion, in the
shallow places, large quantities of salmon and other fish 1o resort to
the land, hnndreds of which are scattered on the shores of the north=
west and south-west branches.

 Among the vessels in the river, (Miramichi) a number were cast
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Majesty, to the value of six thousand pounds, chap.
towards relieving the distressed. LY.
An action having been brought, in the name g2,
of his Majesty, for the recovery of the defal-
cation, by the receiver general, a judgment
was rendered in the October term of the court
of king’s bench at Quebec, for £96,117, ster-
ling, equal to £106,797, currency.
Among the occurrences of the present year,
the death of the first protestant lord bishop of
Quebec, the R. R. Jacob Mountain, D. D.,
who died on the 16th of June,* and that of

ashore, three of which, namely, the Concord, Canada, and brig Jane,
were consumed. Chatham at present contains about three hundred
of the unfortunate sufferers, who have resorted to it for relief, and are
experiencing some partial assistance, and almost every hour brings
with it great numbers {rom the back settlements, burnt, wounded, or
in the most abject state of distress, and nearly one hundred bodies
have been already discovered.

# The heart sickensto see the widows, widowers and orphans
without clothing, houses, or the means of subsistence, and it is impos-
sible at this early period to say how many hundreds have been added
to the dead, or have survived to know that a father, mother, sister or
brother has been devoured by the flames, or perished by the waters :
not only from the circumstance of numerous families in the back set-
tlements not having yet been heard of, but also from the want of in-
formation regarding the fate of large lumbering parties in the interior

of the woods, who, it is feared, have fallen victims to the flames.”

* The memory of this highly gifted man and excellent prelate, the
founder of the Established Church of England in Canada, and his
labours are entitled to notice. The following are extracts froma
memoir originally published in ¢ The Christian Remembrancer,” (a
London periodical work), in September, 1825 :

¢ Died, on the 16th of June, at Marchmont. near Quebec, the seat
of Col. 8ir J. Harvey, Deputy Adjutant General in the Canadas, but
in the absence of the proprietor, lately occupied by his lordship, the
right rev. Jacob Mountain, D. D., lord bishop of Quebec. He was
the first protestant prelate in the Canadas, where he presided over the
church for thirty-two years, having died in the 76th year of his age.

* * * * * * * -

i The relations and friends, indeed, will always remember him
e with most reverential affection, and all who knew him with respect.

G 2
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Monseigneur the R. R. Joseph Octave Plessis,
roman catholicbishop,whose decease took place
on the 4th December, both eminent pre-
Jates, are to be recorded. The same military

benefactor of no common generosity,
was ready to perish? will mix itself,
\e surviving attachments of depend-
ents. and the thankful recollections of many w hom he has soothed in
affliction, relieved in embarrassment, advised in perplexity, withheld
from imprudence, reconciled in estrangement from their brethren, or
led by the hand in the way of truth. Those who knew him in the
public business of the province, will acknowledge noless his ready
exercise of the powers of a mind both rarely gifted, andrichly stored,
than his integrity, his droilure d’dme, his singleness of purpose, his
firmness and consistency of conduet ; and those with whom he acted
in concert will own, that there were times when others leaned upon
him in difficulty, borrowed strength from his example, and counted
upon him to preserve things in their proper course. His services upon
some important occasions as a member both of the executive and le-
gislative councils of the province, have been most handsomely ac-
knowledged by his Majesty’s repi esentatives, In the former capaciy
hesat frequently in the court of appeals ; and in whatever he under-
took, was a faithful and laborious servantof the public and of the
crown. He had lately, however, retired from all but professional
occupation, and long before he wholly retired had astrong dislike to
rd to other points, he was eminently a

The poor will mourn him as a
and ¢¢ the blessing of him that
to embalm his memory, with t!

secular business. With reg:
scholar, a gentleman, a companion, a domestic ouide and comforter;
and united, in a most remarkable manner, qualities which command-
ed respect and even awe, with a cheerful ability, and often a play-
fulness, which threw a charm about his society, and made him, as it
were, the centre of ‘a system to the whole of which he imparted light
and warmth. Besides the three learned languages which he had ac-
quired in the course of his preparation for his profession, he was ac-
quainted with as many modern foreign tongues:—in the finearts, if
hie had been ordained to devote himself to such pursuits, he would de-
cidedly have risen to great distinction ; in all things he possessed a
delicate and cultivated taste, and excelled, in early life, in many ac-
complishments, which he had discarded as trifles when he became a
bishop in the church of Christ. Never, however, was a character
more perfectly genuine ; more absolutely elevated above all artifice
or pretension ; more thoroughly averse fromall flourish or ostenta-
tation in religion, and for that reason, perhaps, his character was not
by all parties fully appreciated, in the day in which his lot was cast,
He was friendly, at the same time, both{rom feeling and principle,
toall exterior gravity and decorum in sacred things ; and in his own
public performance of the functions proper to the episcopal office, the
commanding dignity of his person, the impressive seriousness of his
manner, and the felicitous propriety of his utterance, gave the utmost
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e Pl honors, by a general order issued on the occa- chap.
elok  sion, were paid on the interment of the latter, nei
muelp - as had been paid to the obsequies of the for- ;g5
il mer, lord Dalhousie, with his staff, attend-

effect and development to the beautiful services of the church. 1In the
pulpit, it is perhaps not too much to say, that the advantage of his
fine and venerable aspect—the grace, the force, the solemn fervor of
his delivery,—the power and happy regulation of his tone,— the chaste
expressiveness and natural significance of his action, combined with
the strength and clearness of his reasoning—the unstudied magnifi-
cence of his language—and that piety, that rooted faith in his rRE-
DEEMER, which was, and showed itself to be, pregnant with the im-
portance of its subject, and intent upon conveying the m(*rf[-eimg 1o
others,—made him altogether a preacher, who has never, in modern
times, been surpassed.
* *

® I3 * ] * »

above accords perfectly with the author’s recollections of the
bishop Mountain, as he believes it must with those of all still
living, who ever heard from the pulpit this eminent preacher. No-
at he can say of. him in addition to the above could add to the
accuracy and effect of the picture here drawn of his lordship, by, as
it is generally understood, his son, the present worthy lord bishop

of Montreal. The memoir adds :—

« He was much in the habit of destroying his own compositions,—
and was accustomed to say, that his sermons were prvpm‘vd unl_‘v' tor
delivery, and not adapted for publication. He never printed anything
but two Charges, and a sermon or two upon particular occasions :—
h to leave it to be regretted that they were all.

* *

. - # %

* .

# His lordship was descended from a very respectable French pro-
testant family, who took refuge in En; upon the revocation of
the Edict of Nantz—(the name havir rinally been Montaigne,)
and became possessed of a moderate landed property in the county
of Norfolk. His father,at the time of the bishop’s birth, resided upon
his estate, at Thwaite Hall, in that county ; and, being much known
and noticed for his agreeable and social qualities, which introduced
him to a familiar intercourse with persons of a higher rank than his
own, in some degree injured his property. He died about seventy-two
years ago, while he was yet a young man ; and while the bishop, his
younger son was yet an infant :—leaving his widow and four children
with a sufficient independence, although far removed from wealth.

¢ The bishop received the first part of his education at a good gram-
mar-school at Wyndham ; and was afterwards removed to Norwich,
where his mother then resided. He was at first designed for business ;
and, at the age of about fifteen, was placed for a time, with Mr.Poole,
amerchant, then mayor of Norwich ;—but having an utter disincli-
nation to such a pursuit, he quitted it to follow the course of his edu-
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ing the funeral. Thismark of respect was
appreciated by the roman catholic clergy,
who, in an address of thanks to the governor
feelingly acknowledged it, his lordship assur-

eation, which was continued at Scarning, under Mr. Potter, the trans-
lator of the Greek tragedies, with whom he was a favourite pupil, till
he went to Caius College, in the University ol Cambridge, of which
he afterwards became a fellow. He was well known at the Univer-
sity, and afterwards, to the late Mr. Pitt; and there can be no hesita-
tion in saying, that he enjoyed the high esteem of many distinguished
characters, both in the literary, ].u_nlitirnl.uml religious world at that
day, with whom he had the good fortune to be much acquainted, es-
pecially with the present lord bishop of Winchester, whose unabated

friendship he preserved to the day of his death.
. * ¥ * * » . *

¢ It was in 1793, thathis late Majesty, induced by the increase of
protestant population in Canada, and especially in that part of it
which had been recently constituted a separate province, under the
name of Upper Canada, (which has continued almost enfirely a pro-
testant colony,) was pleased to erect the Canadas into a diocese ac-
cording to the establishment of the church of England; provision
having been made, by an act of the 31st of his late Majesty, for the
maintenance of the clergy, as part of the same plan, by meansof a
reservation of one-seventh of all the lands at the disposal of the crown.
# Dr. Mountain having been appointed to this new diocese, arrived at
Quebec on the 5th November, 1793. The charge upon which he en-
tered did not presenta very encouraging aspect. There were but six
clergymen in the whole of Lower Canada ; two of whom were placed
at Quebec, and two at Montreal ; and but three in the whole Upper
Province. Five out of the nine were missionaries of the Society for
the propagation of the Gospel ; the remaining four were paid by go-
vernment. The bishop was allowed to appoint a commissary (whose
title was afterwards changed to that of official,) in each province. The
station most remote from Quebec was Niagara, the distance being
something more than 600 miles At Quebec there was no church, no
episcopal residence, no parsonage. The congregation of the church
of England was accommodated with the use of the chapel belonging
to the Recollél monastery.
¢« The retired roman catholic bishop Briant,who was designated as the
ancien Eveque de Québec, then an infirm, but venerable old man, upon
being introduced to the new occupier of the protestant see, appeared
unfeignedly rejoiced at his arrival, and, greeting him with the anti-
quated kisson each cheek, declared thatit washigh time for sucha
measure, ¢ to keep,” he said, ¢ your people in order.”” Mr. Hubert
was in the actual exercise of the episcopal funetions, with Mr. Bailli,
as coadjutor.
“ Inthe summer ofthe following year, the bishop performed his
first visitation, inspecting the state of all the few infant chureh estab-
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ing them in return that it was his desire, on the chap.
part of his Majesty’s government in this pro- 77
vince, to shew their church onall occasions 1g2.
the utmost respect and attention in his power.

XXV.

lishments which were scattered along the line of population, and hold-

ing confirmations at each. His visitations were repeated in the years

1800, 1803, 1809, 1810, 1813, 1816, 1820-1.
L * L * * - - *

& The manner in which these visitations are performed, affords a
eurious contrast with the performance of the same duty in England,
where the bishops usually travel in their carriages and four, with all
the best accommodation Which a highly advanced state of society can
afford, It isvery right that they should do so; for it is the business
of the christian priesthood, rather willingly to meet, than affectedly to
court, difficulties and hardships; and itis unquestionable, that the
marks of exterior difficulty are properly retained by the heads of an
established relizion. In this respect the bishop of Quebec always
felt it to be his duty to deviate no otherwise {rom the usage at home,
than as he was compelled by local circumstances to do so, and held it
for a maxim, that his salary was given him, not for his private bene=
fit, but as the means of usefulness, and as the instrument also of
maintaining the dignity of his station : in fact, he never saved money
in his life.

* - - » * L] . L

« The cathedral church at Quebee (whichis by far the best piece
of architecture which the city can exhibit, perhaps may challenge
comparison with any church in North Ameriea, and stands in a spa-
cious area, inclosed by iron rails, with handsome gates,) was built by
the bounty of his late Majesty, in consequence of the representations
of the bishop, in the year 1804. 1t is not endowed with any funds,
and was, for several years, in a mortifying state of negleet. It is still
unprovided with any bells, but reason has been given to hope that this
deficiency will be supplied. Thereis no Dean nor Chapter, nor any
provision for daily service. There is, however, a fine organ, and a
good choir, the expenses of which (as well as all the cwrent expenses
of the church) are defrayed from the pew-rents. The whole property
of the cathedral is in the bishop, and it is provided, that the parish
has the use of the church without prejudice to the episcopal rights,
until a church shall be erected

In the year 1806, the bishop being then in England, was visited by
the honorable and reverend Charles Stewart, brother of the earl of
Galloway, who then expressed his desire to be employed in the dio-
cese, over which he has since been called himself to preside. This
most remarkable and devoted man, whose habits of life, without any
affected preciseness, were altogether primitive, proc eeded, after the
acceptance of his services, to a remole mission upon the borders of
lake Champlain, and gave a new impulse to religion, and to the ad-
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The fees exacted at the custom-house, in
Quebec, by the collector of customs and other
subordinate officers, had longbeen a grievance
to the trade, and exceedingly oppressive.—

vancement of the established church, in all that tract of country
which is known by the name of the eastern townships of Lower Ca-
nada,where he has been greatly instrumental in the formation of new
missions, and in the erection of several churches. During his subse-
quent visits to England, Dr. Stewart set on foot a subscription for
building churches inthe Canadas, and succeeded in raising a few
thousand pounds for this purpose. The society also for the propaga-
tion of the Gospel placed at the disposal of the late bishop about
£3000, (one £1000 of which was a legacy,) for the same object, and
the fund was increased by a subscription to the amount of £400 in
Quebec. L o . i * . d

¢ Many have been the difficulties, and many have been the discour-
agements, connected with the establishment of the church of England
in the Canadas, during the time in which its affairs were conducted
by bishop Mountain. To these may be added the perplexities which
present themselves—the novel cases which arise, in applying to an
mfant country the rules which have grown up with ancient institu-
tions—in deciding where it may be lawful and expedient to deviate—
and in providing for the spiritual exigencies of the diocese, in its pre=
sent state of destitution with regard to academical and other establish=
ments, It was not a regular course of ecclesiastical functions, it was
not a prescribed routine of duties, sheltered by precedents, and sus-
tained by full authorities, that the bishop was called upon to dis-
charge ; but he was called npon to supply expedients, and to choose
between difficulties ; to direct the movement and to cover the weak
points of a half-organized body of men, who had to struggle to main-
tain their ground. -2 ‘ * * * *

¢ There are in the two Canadas sixty-one clergymen, forty-nine of
whom are missionaries of this society, (society for propagating the
Gospel,) either sent out to be placed at the disposal of the bishop, or
appointed to the charge of congregations whose necessities he had
represented,or else adopted at his recommendation, and ordained upon
the spot. There is one visiting missionary forthe whole diocese,
whose duty itis to make circuits among the inhabitants who are
most unprovided, and to afford them the occasional benefit of the
word and ordinances of God. The bishop, who proposed this ap-
pointment to the society, was desirous that the task should be con-
fided to the zeal of Dr, Stewart, (already mentioned,) and he accord=
ingly undertook it, having previously filled two successive stationary
missions —Besides these; there are in the Canadas, four chaplains to
the forces, and one to the naval establishment at Kingston ; but
three of these are included in the foregoing statement, as performing
duty also to civilian congregations. There are also several students
for orders, preparing themselves under the direction of different cler-
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o They had been levied at this port at the rates chap.
established by the Halifax, (Nova Scotia) ta- X
riff of 1769, but were now by an order from ;g5
home abolished and to cease with the present
year, the officers being put upon increased
fixed salaries, in lieu of all fees.®

The governor-in-chief opened the legisla-
ture, on the 21st January, with a speech of
which the following are extracts :—

¢ Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of
the house of assembly,—The provincial parliament has
seldom met under circumstances more interesting to the
country at large, or when contentment and happiness more
generally prevailed in all parts of it.

“ We see a people grateful for the blessings which pro-
vidence has poured upon them, and sensible of the many
advantages they enjoy under their laws. But it must at the
same time be evident to us all, that the rapidly improving
state of this province calls for new measures, calculated to
give encouragement where a disposition to industry and
enterprize is so manifest and so general.

“ Gentlemen of the assembly,--1 shall cause to be taid

gymen, and the society makes a standing allowance of fifty pounds a
year each, to four students in divinity, who form part of this
number.

“ The number of churches in the diocese, at the immediate station,
or within the reachof a clergyman, either built or in progress, or
fairly undertaken, may be statedat from twenty to twenty-five in
each province. There are also about a dozen churches in the dio-
cese, most of which are in the upper province, either built or under-
taken, in expectation of a clergyman.”

Such, in Canada, was the actual state and progress which, to this
period, (1825) the church of England had made. The progress since
that to the present (1849) has, itis presumed, corresponded to it.

* The number of vessels cleared from the port of Quebec this year,
was 883, making in tonnage 227,707, and employing 9,684 men.
Sixty-one new vessels (included in the above) had been built during
the year, and gone tosea. The Lachine Canal was completed and
in operation this year. It had cost £105,920. The nett tolls of the
year (1825) after deducting expenses of collection were £1248.
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accounts of revenue and expenditure in the
last year, with a statement of the other incidental expenses
of that period, the nature of which will be fully explained.
I shall also direct the proper officers to lay before you the
estimates of the pm!.at)lc revenue and expenditure of the
current year. 1t will give me great satisfaction to find that
the differences which have so long subsisted in the legisla-
ture, on financial matters, have been finally removed, leav-
ing no difficulty now to prevent the grant of those supplies
which it is my duty to ask in his Majesty’s name, for the
support of his government in this province.

« Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of
the house of assembly,—Of the objects more immediately
connected with the internal state of the province, which
require your consideration, the most important are those
which relate to the alteration and improvement of the sys-
tem of judicature, and to the adoption of measures tending
{0 afford better security to property. The want of register-
offices has long been felt as a most serious evil. Tt has of
late become destructive of confidence in the transfer of pro-
perty ; it must operate as a bar to the introduction of capi-
tal and to the purchase of land, and it is in many ways most
hurtful to the improvement of the province.

& | trust you will seriously consider this evil, and again
apply yourselves to devise a proper remedy.

« Tt must be obvious that the labours and details of govern-
ment require to be assisted in proportion to the increase of
the population, and to all the new circumstances of a young
country, rapidly rising from infant powers to those of mature
and vigorous strength. It is highly desirable that every
county in its most remote parts, should feel that the laws can
reach the evils existing, and afford protection, where the
want of it at present checks the general improvement.

« I have formerly recommended to you, and still do
strongly recommend a more accurate subdivision of the
province into counties, townships and parishes, with a
view to distribute the magistrates more equally, to regulate
the militia better, and to enquire into, and, if possible,
assict the local interests of each county and its minor sub-
divisions separately.
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I scarcely need advert to the subject of education in this Clinp
province. It has long occupied the public attention, and xxv.
has acquired increasing interest by the increasing desire for v~
its inestimable advantages ; neither would I think it neces- 1826.
sary to recommend continued support to the long established
institutions of charity, were it not to bring under special con-
sideration a hetter system for the care of the insane. Every
feeling of humanity prompts us to compassion for these un-
happy objects ; and yetI regret to say that the systematic
and proper treatment of them, with a view to their restora-
tion to society, has not been sufficiently provided forin this
prOV]llCc.

¢ In the course of the session, I shall call your attention
tothe state of the roads j—it is a subject most imporfant to
the improvement of the country, but requires more detail
than can be given on this occasion.

“ Among the laws which expire after this session, there
are several of the highest consequence to the good govern-
ment of this country ; I trust they may be renewed and
made permanent, for temporary measures in matters of such
a nature, cannot but be prejudicial, where the existence of
courts of law of any description, is made doubtful or
uncertain,

“I recommend toyou, gentlemen, with great earnest-
ness the general interests of the province. If theyshall be
fostered by a wise system and a liberal policy, there can-
not be a doubt that the progress of public improvement and
prosperity will be greatly increased, affording the best and
most gratifying proof that the public expectations and hopes
have not been disappointed in the result of your labours in
this session.”

i, The address of the assembly, in answer,was
ji;mrnl‘?,_g- as favorable as could be desired, and on its
nulf  being presented, hisexcellency said, it was
highly gratifying to him to find their sentiments
so fully coincided with his,on the present state
of the province. “ From the assurances this
address conveys, in terms so cordially express-
VOL. III. H
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Chap €d,”’—observed he,— I cannot but anticipate
xxv.. the happiest result from our mutual labours for
1826, the public good.” Never, however, was he

more in error.

Shortly after the opening of the session, his
excellency acquainted the assembly by mes-
sage, that he had received a despatch from
earl Bathurst, his Majesty’s colonial minister,
stating that he was prepared to recommend to
his Majesty that the appointments of the judges
in this province should be placed on the same
footing on which corresponding appointments
are placed in England, provided the legisla-
ture should make a provision for their retire-
ment, according to the scale adopted in Eng-
land. An address of thanks was voted his
excellency for the above, but the matter, with
the exception of some resolutions passed on the
subject, advanced no further. An address had
been sent up in the session of 1824, respect-
ing a road between this province and New
Brunswick, to which it was thought the Impe-
rial government as well as the provinces ought
to contribute, it being the route by which his
Majesty’s mail from and to England passed
and repassed between Quebec and Halifax.
His excellency now by message acquainted
them that having while in England had com-
munication with his Majesty’s government re-
lative to it, he was authorised to inform the
legislature that, although the government could
not hold out expectation of direct aid, by par-
liamentary grant for such purpose, it had no
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objection to advance asa loan any sum of mo- Chap.
ney that might be required, either for this **:

VET, Wik

object or any other undertaking of the like ysze.
‘ nature, in this or the nughbounnfr provinces of
16 §¢

his Majesty’s North American dominions, if

biy by P : :
1017 by the provincial legislatures would respectively

fspid  and in their several just proportions, guaran-
s tee the payment of an interest of three per
lecons  cent., on such advances, and provide a

sinking fund for the gradual liquidation of
the loan.

The governor also communicated the deci-
sion of the home government on certain of
his despatches relative to the balance due by
Mr. Caldwell to the crown, and to the propo-
sals of that gentleman for the liguidation of
the debt due by him to the public. The
government, according to it, was of opi-
nion that he should not be restored to his
office of receiver general of Lower Canada.—
That “ the claim he professed to have on the
provincial government, as a remuneration for
his own and father’s services, and which he
estimated at £45,471, was altogether illusory,
as the lords of the treasury could not conceive
that the colonial legislature could be advised
to admit any such claim.” ¢ The salary of
£500, per annum, attached to the receiver
e general’s office in Lower Canada, might,”
{o ' —he observed,—* be considered as an ina-
dequate remuneration for the duties and
responsibility of the situation, if there were
no other profits or emoluments attached to
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it—and although their lordships are,”’—he
added—** of opinion that there are many ob-
jections to the system of permitting public

- officers to derive any part of the emoluments

of their offices from the use of the public mo-
ney in their hands, yet when such a system
has been recognized, they do notsee how an
officer so circumstanced, can afterwards apply
for remuneration in any other shape, particu-
larly when, by mismanagement or speculation,
he has wasted the property committed to his
charge.”

Mr. Caldwell had set up a pretension that
the seigniory of Lauzon, which had been ac-
quired by his father while receiver general was,
by will, entailed upon him and his heirs, and
upon this, valued by him it seems, at£105,500,
he proposed giving a_security for the balance
due to the public, in the event of his being res-
tored to office. On this subject it was remark-
ed— their lordships presume that this was
the property referred to in the opinion of the
law officers of the crown in Canada, and which
was intended to have been entailed by M.
Caldwell’s father, after he had resigned the
office of receiver general. It appears from that
opinion that the said entail was informal, and
that the property may be seized in liquidation
of the debt due by the present receiver gene-
ral. Their lordships suggest that the law offi-
cers of the crown should take all the measures
necessary for setting aside the entail, not only

on the ground of its informality, but also on
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8 g, ; :
f m"j*ﬂ the ground adverted to in the answer to the Chap.
aily . . ~ XXV.
ol third question put to the law officers of the
QE\?-‘F‘: crown, namely, that the balance due upon the 1s26.

late Mr. Caldwell’s accounts, was not actually
paid to the present Mr. Caldwell, but that the
quielus was granted upon the present Mr.
Caldwell’s assuming such balance, and there-
fore, if the balance was not really in the chest
at the time the present Mr. Caldwell succeed-
ed to the office, nor was subsequently paid to
him, a very considerable part of his present
deficiency would have arisen from that circum-
stance, and as it is probable that such money
was applied by the late Mr. Caldwell in the
purchase or improvement of the property
which he subsequently sought to entail so as
to render it unavailable to the public towards
the payment of any balance that might become
due from his son, who had assumed and given
credit to the farther for a sum which he did
not actually receive, it therefore is but rea-
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¢ opinin’ sonable that this property should be made
ada, aiF available to the publie.”

entailed! The letter quoted above was addressed, in
ad resiget the absence of lord Dalhousie, to the lieute-
ppeds nant governor Sir Francis Burton, (as men-
a8 inform! tioned before) who was also desired by it to
od in lig take immediate steps for legally securing to the
it peceld! public the whole of Mr. Caldwell’s property,
that the ¥ and to set aside the entail in order to cover
all the né# the deficiency due the public, at the same time
entaly 1 to extend every reasonable indulgence asto
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chap. the mode and time of bringing the property to

sale.*

The governor sent down, on the 17th Feb-
ruary, the estimates for the present year. The
total supply required was £31,4138, sterling,
for which, in his Majesty’s name, he called
upon the legislature to provide. "The appro-
priated revenue of the year, applicable to the
civil expenditure, was estimated at £30,150,
sterling.

It was now generally understood that the
supply bill of the last session, accepted by
Sir Francis Burton, had not proved satisfac-
tory to the minister; lord Bathurst, but this
was attributed to lord Dalhousie’s influence
while at home, and from the commencement
of the session there was a settled determina-
tion among the members of the assembly not to
pass a bill in any other shape, nor otherwise to
provide for the support of the civil government
than annually. Lord Dalhousie was in pos-
session of despatches on the subject prohibit-
ing its acceptance in that shape, and censur-
ing Sir Francis Burton for having o accepted
the supply, for 1825, for which, however, he
was afterwards excused by the minister, on
ascettaining that Sir Francis really was not in
possession of the despatches by which his
conduct with respect to the matter was to have

» It was not brought to to sale until 1845, when, pursuant toan
Act passed for the purpose, the seigniory of Lauzon, six leages in
front, on the St, Lawrence, by asmany in depth, was acquired by
the government for £40,500, in part payment of the defalcation,
and consequently is now public property.
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been guided. This despatch lord Dalhousie chap.

did not, however, think proper, as well in de-
licacy to the lieutenant governor; Sir Francis
Burton, as to avoid the appearance of interfer-
ing with the privileges of the assembly, to
communicate to that body formally by message.
He freely, nevertheless, imparted his instruc-
tions to the speaker, and other leading mem-
bers mdmdmll), who, by that means, were
put fully in possession of the views entertain-
ed on the subject by the government at home,
by which he was to be guided, but of all which
they made light.

The asbemhlx, on going into committee on
the supply, prefaced “their votes by certain
resolutions, of which those below are the
most prominent® :—

The house then proceeded, in committee, to
vote the civil expenditure, as usual, by items,

* i« Resolved that the application of any sums of money already
levied or which hereafter may be levied on his Majesty’s subjects
in this province, otherwise than suchapplication is or may be direct-
edto be made, by the express provisions of law, isa breach of the
privileges of this house, and subversive of the government of this
province, as l‘\ld}lll‘-htll by law.

¢ That no law imposing duties or taxes on his Majesty’s suhjects
i this province, providing funds for defraying the expenses of his
Majesty’s civil _'_n')\'vi'l]lm'ut and those of the administration of jus=
tice or of the legislature in this province, can be held to confer upon
any person the power, or the right of applying the monies thence
arisifig, or making a special appropriation and distribution thereof,
without the consent and authority of the legislature.

¢ That this house will hold personally responsible his Majesty’s
receiver general of this province, and every other ]mrsnn Or persons
concerned, for all monies levied on his Majesty’s subjects in this pro-
vince, which may have legally come into his or their hands and 1}0911
paid over by him or them, under any authority whatsoever, unless
such payments be or shall be authorised by an express provision of
law.”

XXv.

1826.




Chap.

XXV.

1826.

it being understood that the bill embodying
the sum total voted should be in the same form
as that of the previous session, Viz ¢ lendering
a round sum, and for the year only, the as-
sembly thereby exercising its assumed right of
disposing, first, of the appropriated revenue of
the crown, as far as it would go, the supply in
aid of it, being to be made up from the unap-
propriated revenue.

The supply having been thus voted,a commit-
tee of seven members was named to draw up the
bill as predetermined. Matters were now pre-
cisely at the stage when, sensible of the deter-
mination of a great majority of the assembly
to introduce and insist on the bill as passed
last session, the governor felt it necessary to
lay before the house the despatch of the mi-
nister disapproving of it, and by which he was
to be governed.

He accordingly acquainted the assembly by
message, that he considered it his duty to lay
before the house copies of two despatches
from earl Bathurst, dated 24th November,1824,
and 4th June, 1825. ¢ These despatches,
addressed to his excellency sir Francis Bur-
ton, during the short absence of the governor
in chief in England, convey the sentiments and
the instructions”—said his lordship—* of his
Majesty’s government upon a subject which
has long occupied the attention of the provin-
cial parliament.”” ¢ Anxious as the governor
in chief has ever been to remove the cause of
that difference of opinion which has, for years
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il iy past, attended the discussions of that particu- Chap.

Ihe lar subject, he obtained special permission to **:

Vizitay  lay these papers before the house, and he g6,

t onl, now, in the most earnest manner, recom-
mends them to their serious and deliberate
attention.”*

* The formerof these despatches conveyed to the lieut.-governor the
opinion of thelaw officers of the crown, as to the right of govern-
ment to apply the proceeds of the revenue arising from the 14th Geo.
I1L., ch. 88, which they held to be incontestible.—The latter is as
follows :—

¢t DowNING STREET, 4th June, 1825.

¢t Sir,—I have received your two despatches of the dates of the 24th
and 30th March ultimo. In the firstof these despatches you state
that ¢ you inform me with infinite satisfaction that the differences
t which have so long subsisted between the legislative bodies on
« financial matters, have been amicably settled, and that I shall per=
« ceive by the draftof a bill which you enclose, that the assembly
¢ have decidedly acknowledged the right of the crown to dispose of
& the revenue arising out of the 14th Geo. 111”7 &e.

« [ regret to say thatit isnotin my power to consider this arrange-
ment as in any degree satisfactory, = The special instructions which
had been given by his Majesty’s command to the governor-general,
in my despatches of the 11th Sept., 1820, and 13th September, 1821,
had imposed on him the necessity of refusing all arrangements that
went in any degree to compromise the integrity of the revenue known
by the name of the permanent revenue ; and it appears to me,on a
careful examination of the measures which have been adopted. that
they are at variance with those specified and positive instructions.

¢ The executive overnment had sent inan estimate in which no
distinction was made between the expenditure chargeable upon the
permarnent revenue of the crown and that which remained to be pro-
vided for out of the revenues raised under colonial acts. In other
words, had the whole revenue been raised under colonial acts there
would have been no difference in the manner of sending in the
estimates.

« The estimate was given at :£65,000, sterling, of which the as-
sembly appear to have voted £58,074, as ¢ amount of votes,”” and
£3,537, specially voted by Provincial acts and they refuse to incur
any expenditure for £3,390 for different items. Instead of the king’s
1 :-u'h?‘,:;[‘ permanent revenue having certain fixed charges placed upon it, of

’ which the assembly were made cognizant, the revenue was pledged,
together with the colonial revenue, ds the ways and means of pro-
viding for the expenses of the year. The assembly having calculat-
il ed the amount of the permanent revenue and of the taxes receivec
gve (e (s under colonial acts proceeded to vote, from the unappropriated reve-
1 }]3;‘ nues, ¢ such sum or sums as might be necessary 10 make up and
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The transmission of this message and des-
patches threw the assembly into a ferment,
and a call of the house was ordered. The
message and despatches were, in the mean
time, referred to a committee of seven mem-
bers, including the attorney general, to exa-
mine the same and report thereon.

An address was immediately voted to the
governor, praying him to cause to be laid be-
fore the house, copies of such despatches as
may have been received by the colonial go-

+¢ complete a sum not exceeding £58,074, sterling,” and the extent
of which must necessarily depend on the amount of the taxes receiv-
ed from the permanent revenue.

¢ The consequence of this arrangement is, that the permanent
revenue will not be applied for the payment of such expenses as his
Majesty may deem fit, but on the contrary, for the payment of what-
ever expenses the colonial legislature may think necessary, and the
only money to be raised under the king’s revenue being thus appro-
priated, no means remain for the liquidation of those expenses for-
merly carried on the king’s revenue, and many of them specially
authorized by his Majesty, which have been rejected by the assembly
in this instance, The appropriation of the permanent revenue of the
crown will always be laid by his Majesty’s command before the
house of assembly, as a document for their information and for the
general regulation of their proceedings. They will therein see what
services are already provided for by the crown, and what remains to
be provided for by the legislature ; and they will be thus assured that
the proceeds of the revenue of the crown, (whether more or less, and
from whatever source derived,) will exclusively and invariably be
applied, under the discretion of the king’s government, for the benefit
of the province. ¥

¢ With respect to items rejected by the assembly, I shall feel it my
duty, after having given attention to each individual article, to give
special instructions to the governor general on his return, to direet
the payment of those which it may be thought expedient to continue.

“ As the billis limited to one year, I shall not think it necessary
to recommend to his Majesty to disallow it, but confine myself to in-
structing his Majesty’s representative in the province of Lower Ca-
nada, not to sanction any measure of a similar nature.

¢ I have, &c.,
(Signed) « BATHURST.”
# Lient.-governor Sir Fraxcrs BurTon.”
“ A true copy, A. W. CocHRAN, secretary.”
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vernment, since the return of his excellency to cy,,,
the province, on the subject of such part of the xxv.
administration of Sir Francis Burton, as relat- 755¢
ed to the act of supply passed during the last
session of the provincial parliament,—and
another requesting him to lay before the house
copies of the despatches of his Majesty’s mi-
nisters to the governor in chief, of 11th Sep-
tember,1820, and 13th Sept., 1821, referred to

in the despatch of the 4th June, laid before

the house this day by message.

To the former it was answered, that his
excellency had not received any despatches
from the secretary of state, subsequent to that
communicated by message, in reference to the
act of supply—to the latter, that his excel-
lency regretted the despatches of the dates
mentioned, were such that he could not consis-
tently with his duty lay them before the house,
without special authority so to do. These
answers were referred to the committee ap-
pointed to examine and report upon the mes-
sage and accompanying despatches.

The committee reported at considerable
length upon the subject, but the report con-
tained nothing of any interest. On a subse-
quent day, after the call of the house had taken
place, it was, together with the despatches and
answers as above, of his excellency, taken into
consideration in committee of the whole,when
several resolutions were adopted expressive
 BATHURY of a determination to persist in the previous
course. A bill in conformity to that of the
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previous year, was accordingly introduced and
passed, which being sent up to the legislative
council, was there amended and sent back to
the lower house. The amendment of the bill,
by that branch proved, of course, its quietus.

" The ministerial, or government party, in the
assembly had, by this time, become very fee-
ble, consisting of but some six or eight mem-
bers at most, including Mr. Attorney-general
James Stuart, who, from a leader and a patriot
had finally become a placeman, and, from
the most popular man in the assembly, while
impeaching the chief justices, in subservience
to the animosities of the times, and no doubt
in gratification of his own, was now the most
unpopular, and odious of mankind, with his
quondam associates. Chastened by persecution
and disappointment the most galling to a proud
and lofty mind, and mellowed by age, Mr.
Stuart has since been taught, by years and
experience, respect for the opinions, even
prejudices, of his fellow men, and has also
become, in the universal estimation of his
country, the greatluminary and life of the
bench he eminently adorns; but in these,
« the days of his youth,” though possessing
many excellent qualities, such, unhappily for
himself, was his arrogant and overbearing dis-
position, that unless when he moved in the
direction of their prejudices, in which case he
was indeed powerful, and to be feared by
those against whom his vengeance was aimed,
he could not fail to be obnoxious to any popu-
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oducely — Jap body entertaining a due sense of self-res- Chap.
the legyl pect, in which his fortune might place him. oxhog
 sent b Mr. Neilson, less assuming but of VEry superior sss
jent of the tact, in dealing with the masses, though not of
1S Qi his shewy talents as an orator, had superseded
It pary, him in the popular favor, and hostile to lord
Come Ve Dalhousie, for reasons previously explained,
X Or eishins was in the ascendant, as leader of the french
\tiomey- canadian party, only however, as in due time
der and we shall also see, to take his turn in the vicis-

situdes which invariably await the pursuers of
popularity.

After disposing as above, of the message and
despatches laid before them, and introdueing

28 0% s the civil list bill, the assembly resolved, ¢ that
nkind, i the spirit of justice and wisdom which SO emi-
dbypesn  mently has distinguished the conduct of his

excellency Sir Francis Burton, the lieutenant-
governor, during his administration of the
government of this province, has inspired a

yalling o4

. pini general confidence and gratitude, which the
1, ad b house pm;takcs with the inhabitants of this
A province.” And it was ordered, “ that by
nd e reason of the temporary absence of his excel-

lency, Mr. Speaker do communicate the sajd
resolution to him, assuring him in the name of
this house of its sentiments of gratitude, and
of its respect for his public and private
virtues.”

Among the matters of the session entitled to
notice was an address presented to his excel-

lency the governor in chief, praying he would
VOL. IIL I
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be pleased to suspend the sale and alienation
of the property of the late order of jesuits,
situate in and near the city of Quebec, until
his Majesty shall have been pleased to make
known his royal pleasure with respect to the
said property relatively to education, as ex-
pressed by the address of the house in the last
session. To this he briefly answered that be-
ing well persuaded that his Majesty’s govern-
ment had no intention of acceding to the
claims made to the estates of the jesuits in this
province, as expressed by the address of the
house in the last session, he must decline to
comply with the prayer of the address.

To another address, praying that in the
event of any application being made under the
act of parliament of the united kingdom, of
22d June last, for a change of tenure of any
lands held en fief et seigneurie, to free and
common soccage, he would take into his favor-
able consideration the humble address of that
house, of 28th February, 1824, and would
impose on the regrant of such fief et seigneurie
in free and common soccage, such terms and
conditions as might preserve to persons desi-
rous of becoming actual settlers on any uncon-
ceded lands in such fief et seigneurie, facili-
ties of obtaining therein unsettled lands with-
out purchase, on terms not more onerous than
they are now legally enabled to obtain conces-
sions of their land under the present tenure,
he informed the house that he could be guided
by no other considerations than what are
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expressed by that act of the imperial par-
liament.

To soften the feeling which it was appre-
hended the refusal to comply with the views
of the government at home, on the civil list,
might produce, an address to the king was
voted and transmitted through the governor.
This, as usual in addresses of the kind, teem-
ed in professions of « loyalty and duty to his
Majesty’s person and government, and for the
many blessings which his subjectsin this re-
mote part of his dominions had long enjoyed
under the royal protection.”

“ It is with sincere grief”—said they——¢ that your Ma-
jesty’s faithful commons have found themselves compelled
to take into their consideration a despatch of your Majesty’s
principal secretary of state for the colonial department dat-
ed the fourth of June last, which was laid before them on
the ' fourteenth instant, by message from your Majesty’s
governor-in-chief, in which a large and variable portion of
the public revenue levied in this province, in virtue of an act
of the british parliament, passed in the fourteenth year of the
reign of his late Majesty, your royal father of revered me-
mory, is claimed to be applied at the discretion of your Ma-
jesty’s government for the purposes of the said act, in such
manner as it may see fit, for the benefit of the province,
without the intervention of the colonial assembly.

“ We most humbly submit to the royal consideration that
your Majesty’s faithful commons of this province, have been
charged since the year 1818, with providing for all the ex-
penses of the civil government, which they have ever been
fully disposed to do to the utmost of their means, and con-
sistently with the wants and circumstances of the province ;
but if so large a part of the revenue raised within the pro-
vince is to be applied without their intervention, whilst they
would have to lament the infringement of what they most
humbly conceive to be a constitutional right, they might be
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Precisely at this time, a despatch from the
colonial minister 1‘&‘;\."}1011 the governor, by

which he was directed to pay all the salaries
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‘iseiy  and other expenses that had been rejected by chap.
the assembly, at the previous session, and **V
which had hitherto been charged upon the g
revenue at the disposal of the crown for the
expenses of the civil government and the ad-
ministration of justice, up to the 3lst of De-
cember last. This his lordship laid by message
before the assembly. The above came oppor-
tunely, as in fact, several in the assembly,
disingenuously affected to doubt his straight-
forwardness in the matter, and to believe that
since the return of the lieutenant-governor to
England, not only had the censure upon him
been revoked, but that the bill which caused

it was now approved by the minister, who
would, rather than forego the supply, sanction
such another, if the assembly insisted.

The expediency of appointing an agent in
England, was again considered. The house,
in committee, came to several resolutions on
the subject, and among others, resolved that
it was “ expedient to appoint one or more
agents or commissioners to attend to, forward
and support the rights and interests of this
province at the seat of the government of the
united kingdom.” His lordship, by message,
acquainted the assembly that being informed
of an application made or about to be made to
the legislature for the appointment of a res-
ponsible agent to represent the commercial
interests of the province, at the seat of the
imperial parliament, he was disposed to con-

12
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Chap. cur in any measure for the appointment of an
XXV.
e

1826. This, with the application alluded to, a peti-

agent or agents, under proper regulations.”

tion from the merchants of Montreal, relating
to the appointment of a person resident in
London, to represent the commercial interests
of the province, was referred to a select com-
mittee, who, a day or two before the proroga-
tion reported upon the matter. They remark-
ed that the house had made repeated efforts
to nominate an agent in London, but were
thwarted in their purpose by another branch
—that the petitioners had confined their appli-
cation to the appointment of an agent to repre-
sent the commercial interests, which were a
part only of those of the province, while its
general interests could not fall within the scope
of his duty—this, they said, would tend to dis-
unite interests in their nature inseparable,—
They approved of his excellency’s message as
implying the nomination of an agent or agems,
to represent the general interests of the colo-
ny, in which sentiment they joined, they ob-
served, with the utmost satisfaction, being a
measure of the first and most urgent necessity,
but regretted that the advantageous recommen-
dation of his excellency was not susceptible of
being carried into execution that session, ow-
ing to its advanced state and probable early
termination.

A return of the population of Lower Canada,
pursuant to the act of last session was made,
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fixing it at four hundred and twenty-three o

thousand.* $
By the award of the commissioners under o>

the Canada Trade Act (3d Geo. IV., ¢ 119.)

bearing date at Montreal, 23d July, 1825, laid

before the Assembly, it was « determined that

for the four years next succeeding thelst July,

1824, one-fourth part of the duties levied in

the province of Lower Canada, under the au-

thority of any act or acts passed therein, upon

goods, wares and commodities imported there-

in by sea, shall be paid to the province of

* Schedule of emigration and return of the population of Lower

Cornwallis,, .......20012
Devon,. . .vueivv e . 11934
Hertfore (
Dorches

t-Maurice,, ... ...21066
]l:!!i;;l:!:ii':.‘.. cisinneisl 3312
Quebec,. cvuvovini. .. 28623
thumberland,.. ...

Bedford,. . . sea e
Surrey .
LT A SN, | |11
Huntingdon,.......

BOREL . vid ) o e 5230096

Montrealycs i o vnswivividl
(:;L:‘i-l_‘.. e L
Bonaventure,

..... € por
of Quebec, from 1818 to 1825 :—
1819, 1820. 1821. 1822. 1823, 1824, 1895
12,807 ° 11,239 8,000 10,468 10,258 6,515 9,097

The aggregate number o

rrants arrived at the port of Quebec,
> last seven year Probably a third of this number
ttled in Lower Ca 13 of such the most numerousappear t
nen, journeymen and day labourers, living in the towns of
ec and Montreal ; othe ave taken up new land, butin Lower
such are not so numerous as might be imagined. A tt
ble, have gone to United States, and the remainder n
wnada,—Quebee G azette.
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Upper Canada, as the proportion of the same
duties arising and due to the said province.”

An address was presented to his excellency,
praying he would be pleased to make such
representations as he should deem proper, to
his Majesty’s principal secretary of state for the
colonies, to obtain an answer to the humble
address of the house, of the 17th February,
1824, onthe subject of the defalcation in the
late receiver general’s chest, to which he an-
swered that he would not fail to repeat the
earnest representations he had already made
on the subject.

A judicature bill, and another relating to the
representation of the province, were passed
and gent up to the legislative council. The
former underwent amendments, but being sent
up at so late a period, was postponed. ~The
latter was rejected. It was termed a “bill to
make a new and more convenient division of

the province into counties, for the purpose of *

effecting a more equal representation thereof
in the assembly than heretofore.” But the bill,
in fact, would not have equalized the repre-
sentation, for while it increased the number
of representatives from fifty to eighty, the east-
ern townships, hitherto unrepresented, were
to be allowed to send only five members to
parliament, or a sixth part of the increase.
Although considerable business was done
during the session, and the usual supplies to
hospitals, asylums, schools, and all the public
and charitable institutions, that had heretofore
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received pecuniary aid from the treasury, b) Chap:
vote of the assembly, were voted, much remain- *xv-
1y  ed undone and lay over. All business being at T,
mi¢ss  at an end for want of a quorum, the greater
mppt  part of the members having gone to their
fsuely  homes, the governor pIOlO“‘UCd the legislature
on the 29th March, sanctioning twenty nine
bills, reserving six, five of them money bills,*
for his Majesty’s pleasure, and rejecting one.
The following is his excellency’s speech on
the occasion :(—

¢ When I met you at the opening of this session, I statec
to you in rmnual terms, the pmsluuub circumstances of t‘m
province, aml the evident necessity that existed for measures
to encourage the disposition of the people to industry and
public improvement ; to secure and to increase the value of
property ; and to facilitate the administration of justice in
this fast inc IC’I‘-II’IEJ population.

¢ I received the most pleasing assurances that I should
have your support and co-operation on all matters tending to
those desirable ends. It is therefore, with the deepest regret,
that I now find my hopes disappointed upon the most im-
portant subjects which I presented to your consideration.

¢ I feel pleasure, however, in acknowledging the labo-
rious attendance of both houses, and the attention you have
given to some of thuse measures, whichy though not yet per-
fected, I shall still entertain the hope of seeing accomplished.

¢ Gentlemen of the house of assembly,—1 had been led
to believe, and his Majesty’s government had been told, that
the differences which had so long subsisted between the le«
gislative bodies, on financial matters, had been amicably
settled ;—it is now seen, however, that the long asserted
claims from which those differences arose, were only cloth-
ed in a new form, and maintained ; and that the act of sup-
ply which passed last year, was founded in misconception
and misunderstanding.

* These were sanctioned by his Majesty in council.
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“ Early in last summer, his Majesty’s secretary of state

P addressed a despatch to thelieutenant governor, (then admi-
, histering the government in my absence,) forcibly pointing
1826.

out the objections to that act, and prohibiting his Majesty’s
representative from sanctioning any similar measure in fu-
ture. Anxious to avoid the necessity of publicly commu-
nicating these instructions, 1 made them fully known to seve-
ral members who take a lead in the affairs of the legislature,
in the hope that some measure of accommodation might be
adopted, more conformable than the act of supply, of last
year, to the sentiments and views of his Majesty’s govern-
ment.

¢ Finding, however, that all my endeavours to attain that
happy termination were about to prove unavailing, I felt it
my duty to place that despateh before you. Asit now stands
recorded upon your journals, I have no hesitation in stating
to you, that I must adhere to the orders and instructions it
contains, until they are recalled by his Majesty’s commands,
and that until then, I must continue to adopt the forms of
accounts and estimates laid before the provineial parliament
in this session, shewing to you one branch of the revenue
for your information, and the other branch for your appro-
priation.

¢ Under the circumstances in which T am now placed, I
think it my duty to accept those grants of money which have
been specially recommended by his Majesty's commands,
and those also relating to schools and charities.

“ For these I return you thanks in his Majesty’s name ;
but, as the aid required in support of the civil government
and the administration of justice has not been granted in a
way in which it could be passed into a law, I think itis
equally my duty to reserve all other bills of appropriation
for the signification of his Majesty’s pleasure upon them.

“ Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of
the assembly,—1I cannot close this session without making
a pointed reference to one bill which has.been passed, under
a feeling in the highest degree honourable to this province
and peculiarly agreeable to myself; it is that which has
sanctioned an act of the executive government, resting upon
my own discretion and responsibility, in sending relief to the
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suflerers at Miramichi. I thank you for the generosity with
which the amount of that expenditure was granted, as well

ary power I had exercised.”
—_—

The value of imports at the port of Quebec, in 1826, for which the
duty of 24 per cent was paid, amounted to £715,836, that of free
goods to £15,086. The arrivals in Quebec, are stated at 714 vessels,
making a total of 9,949 tons, and employing 8,163 seamen. The im-
ports in the district of Gaspé, on which the like duty was paid
amounted to £11,520, of which £8,994 were for entries at the Cus-
tom House at New Carlisle, in the Bay Chaleurs, and £2,526 in that
of the Bay of Gaspé. The exports of dried codfish, the staple ofthat
section of the province, are stated in the official returns for this year,
butat 34,017 quintals, of which 19,661 were shipped from the Bay
Chaleurs, and 14,356 from Gaspé, employing in the foreign trade 43
and employing 342
men. It is believed that the exports of this year from Gaspé, would

be found considerably short of an average upon the five preceding
years.

vessels, making a tonnaee or total of 6,488 tons,

The following resolutions were

passed by the Assembly in com-
mittee of the whole, before I

assing the Supply Bill, in the late ses-
sion, (1826) as explanatory of their views in connection with it, and
their assumed right of applying the appropriated revenues :—

1. # That it is the opinion of this committee that it is expedient to
adhere to the determination of the house, as recorded in its votes and
proceedings on the civil expenditure of the government of this pro-
vince, in 1810, 1819, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825, and during
the present session, to vote upon all the necessary sums for paying
the said_expenses, andto renew ifs resolutions of the 12th Mareh,
1821, 12th Jan. 1822, 7ih March, 1823, 2d March, 1824, and 13th
March 1826, in so far as they are opposed to the exclusive applica-
tion of any part of the public revenue, to particular services, without
the consent of this house.

2. ¢ That the Statute of the 18th Geo. III., chap. 12, has not con-
ferred any new rights upon the inhabitants of the british colonies, but
itisa declaratory act, the enactments whereof recognize and conse-
crate ths constitutional maxim, that the colonies having a representa-
tion have an unalienable right not to be taxed without the consent of
their representatives, and that to the Legislature alone appertains the
right of distributing all monies levied in the colonies.

3. ¢ That the said act as well as a multitude of other acts of the
british parliament which announce the same principles, and the acts

Chap.
XXv.
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and constant claim -;uI the british colonies which have enjoyeda
' representative system, have established a public colonial law, uniform
for them all, under wh they have prospered, by which 1lun legis-
tributed the revenue and exercised an
controul over the expenses of their admi-

latures have :1:‘11\1;1{1\'
ectual and neces
nistration.

§. « That there is theless reason to maintain that this province
not to enjoy that right, .m it is the only one of all the North
serican colonies, for which the imperial }..Jhuwr.nt is not every
vear called upon to vote a great part of the expenses of the civil
sovernment. That this house is yet willing s they have always
to grant all the sums towards the necessary expenses of the
1 ration of justice, and the supportof the civil government,
‘.-ni.-:! they have a just cont troul over the whole revenue.

¢ That even assuming as a proposition, which, nevertheless,
house do formally reject, that the revenue applicable to the pay-
nt of the expenses of the civil government, and of the administra-
ion of justice, may lu' lly be distributed by any other authority
that of .; if they were sufficient to defray the
hole of those expenses, the claim set up by the present administra-
tion to exemption from the effectual and necessary controul of the
assembly, in the distribution of that portion of the public revenue, is
by so much the more ungrounded, as in consideration of the acknow-
jedged insufficiency of “those funds s, the house of assembly being
called upon, to supply additional considerable sums, 1111.1‘~pen=dh]v
necessary for ¢ vering the whole expenses of th civil government,
and of the administration of justice, they have 1hr,- right of annexing
to that grant, such conditions and limitations as the interest of the
country appears to them to require.”

yael
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CHAPTER XXVI.

Opening of the legislature—d lespatch relating to Sir Francis
Bullnn—L\.ld(,l of a despatch relating to claims of the
province on Mr. Caldwell’s defalcation—addresses in con.
sequence—answers—public accourts of 1826 sent down
with the estimate for 1827 —estimate different from those
of previous years—referred to a select committee—other
messages—address relating to the jesuits’ estates and edu-

cation—answer report of select committee on estimates,
&c.—considered in committee of the w lu:lt‘—l(‘m]mmnq
—prorogs ition at l\'»u 2C (1—7; I'0 Iw.nz} |J} 1]1‘3 governor |‘U|:1t-
'-w to royal in lélu:}r'n for the advancement of learnin g—
seminary ui \]numu |——addresses to the 'm\'uno:——.rmm.
tion and falsehoods to |4|x prejudice——militia laws—disso-
lution of parliament and general election—sovern or pro-
poses the erection of a monument to Wolfe and Mont-
calm—which is accordingly built b )y subs ‘r:intim'un-—pfu-
liament meets—Mr. | ‘u;un eau chosen speaker—is reject-
ed by the governor, and parliament consequently pro-
rogued——great ation—public meetings at Montreal,
Quebec and other place
approval of his conduct—
contrary to the king and parliament resolved-—criminal
prosecutions by the attorney general for libels upon the
governor—Rideau canal commenced——public land no
longer to be granted gratuitously, but in future to be sold
at public sale—a commissioner (Mr. Felton) of crown
lands, appointed—varieties—militia general orders dis-
missing militia officers,

and addresses to the governor in

petitions of grievances on the

Notnixe of any public interest having taken cap,.
place during the summer of 1826, we may xxvr.
A e ¥

pass on to “the 1 legislative session of 1827, Ty,
VOL. III. K
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chap. which the governor-in-chief opened on the 23d

xxvi. of January, with the following speech :—

——— : :

1827. I have again the honour, as his Majesty's representa-
tive, to meet you for the despatch of the public business, in
this session of the provincial parliament.

¢ | regret to say, that the distress which has pressed so
2\.‘1:@[‘:1“\“:11111 so heavily upon the manufacturing districts
and trade of England, has also been severely felt in our
commercial affairs ; but it is the natural and unavoidable
consequence of our intimate connexion with those interests
of the mother country. Notwithstanding this, the resort of
shipping bere this last summer has not diminished materi-
ally, and the revenue nearly equals that of the year pre-
ceding.

¢ If we have felt the shock of adverse circumstances, I
trust we may now indulge in the pleasing prospects held
out in his Majesty’s speech at the opening of the present
session of the imperial parliament, of a progressive return to
the wonted activity of commerce and industry in the United
Kingdom.

¢ The unusual drought of the last summer, and the fires
which spread in the woods, gave cause for much apprehen-
sion, and were indeed destructive in many parts of the pro-
vince; I am happy, however, to find that, though the sea-
son did not prove favourable to the grain crop, yet there is
a general abundance of the necessaries of life : I still, there-
fore, may congratuiate you on the peaceful happiness
which the province enjoys under the blessing of Divine
Providence.

“ Gentlemen of the house of assembly,—I have directed
the acecounts of the revenue and expenditure in the past
vear to be laid before vou, and also an estimate of the sup-
ply I am to require for the public service, in obedience to
instructions I have recently received from his Majesty’s
secretary of state.

 Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the
assembly,~—I must call your attention to those measures of
public interest which I have before recommended to you,
and which were left unfinished in the last session.

¢ Quiet and peaceful as this province is, yet the popula-
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tion increases so rapidly, and aocm_y expands so widely, Chap
that I feel every year the necessity more urgent for an e\-w”
tensive and active system of police, to keep pace with that —~~u
progress. Amidst the changes which are thus operating in 1827.
the state of the province, 1 lament to say that none appears
more striking than the increase of crime ; to whatever cause
it may be ascribed, it is in itself a fact which calls for mea-
sures specially and bl)eedll applicable to the evil ; the grand
juries in some of the districts have made their present-
ments in language so forcible, that I shall lay these
documents before you, to shew the various and serious diffi-
culties to be removed ; I am myself convinced, and I would
earnestly press it upon your consideration, that the time is
arrived for the establishment in every county of those autho-
rities necessary to enable the executive government to watch
over and promote the local interests in each.

¢ Other matters of importance will be communicated to
you by message, in order that I may explain them more dis-
tinctly than this occasion allows. Be assured of my best
and unwearied exertions in that station in which his Majes-
ty has been graciously pleased to place me in this province ;
and that it will '11\\'1\\ be one of the chief objects of my
endeavours to concur with you in whatever may tend to the
public advantage.”

cirei

“ We respectfully thank your excellency”—
said the assembly in their answer— for ‘hav-
ing directed the accounts of the revenue and
e‘cptndltuie for the last year, as well as an
estimate of the supply required for the public
service to be laid before us, and we beg your
excellency to be assured that these communi-
cations will receive from us all the attention
which the public service requires.

“ In recalling to us those measures of pub-
lic interest w hu:h were recommended by your
excellency, but left unfinished in the last ses-
sion, your excellency has furnished to us an
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. additional motive for applying to them our
- most zealous consideration.
“ ¢ It will be our anxious desire to co-operate

2 * * * *

with your excellency in all measures calcu-
lated to advance the puhlln, interest.’

A more promising address could not be de-
sired, and, .1(u)1\:111ul§,, the governor returned
them his thanks, acccepting, with much satis-
faction, he said, the assurances they aflorded
him in it.

One of the first steps of the assembly on the
opening, was the appointment of a commitiee
of five members to keep up a good correspond-
ence between the two l‘ouw to which the
legislative council responded b\ appointing a
committee of three, for the like purpose.

On the 31st of January, the governor stated
by message, that he took ‘ an early opportu-
nity of acquainting the assembly that having
felt it his duty to solicit from his Majesty’s
government, an explanation of a despatch ad-
dressed to Sir Francis Burton, (but received
after his departure from the province) having
reference to a previous despatch to him of 4th
iun(' which had already been communicated
to IIIL, legislature, and having requested autho-
rity to IA} such explanation before the legisla-
ture, or to make some statement in justification
of Sir Francis Burton, from the particular cen-
sure for breach of instructions, conveyed in the
before-mentioned despatch of the 4th June, he

had been instructed to take a fit opportunity of

making it known, that on Sir Francis Burton’s
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communicating to his Majesty’s secretary of cpap.
state the fact, thathe had notin his posses- xxvr
sion the two instructions mentioned in the des- Tgor
patch of the 4th of June ; and as he declared
that.if he had been in possession of them, they
were so positive, that he would have implicitly
obeyed them, the secretary of state had direct-
ed the governor-in-chief to have it duly noti-
fied that Sir Francis Burton stood entirely
acquitted of any blame of having acted at vari-
ance with those instructions.”

His excellency, on the same day, also laid
before the assembly, an extract of a letter re-
cently transmitted him by the colonial minister,
by which it appeared, that the lords of the
treasury did not consider that the imperial
treasury could be held responsible or was
bound to repay the sums due to the province
by the late receiver general. “ My lords,”—it
was said—¢ cannot admit that the province of
Lower Canada has any legal or equitable
claim upon the government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to make
good the loss which has been sustained by the
insolvency of Mr. Caldwell, the receiver gene- !
ral of the province.”* b

* « Extract of a despatch from W. Hill, esq., to R. W. Horton,
esq., dated Treasury Chambers, 30th October, 1826 :—¢ The lords
commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury, having had under considera-
tion your letter of 15th August last, transmitting the copy of a des-
patch and of its enclosures which were received from lieut -general
the earl of Dalhousie, respecting the financial affairs of Lower Cana-
da, and requesting to be favored with their lordships’ opinion thereon,
1 am commanded to acquaint you for the information of the earl Ba-
thurst, that my lords cannot admit that the prov ince of Lower Cana-
da has any legal or equitable claim upon the government of Great

[y
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A few days after the above communication, an
address was presented to his excellency, pray-
ing that he would be pleased to order to be laid
before the house, a copy of the despatch from
his excellency referred to in the extract of a
despatch from W. Hill, esquire, dated treasury
chambers, 30th of Oct., 1826, annexed to his
excellency’s message, and also copies of the
accounts of the receiver general transmitted to
his Majesty’s government in England, since the
accounts of the receipts and disbursements of
the receiver general’s chest, as laid before the
house by message of 29th November, 1823;
also a statement of the receipts and disburse-
ments of the same since the date of the last
account transmitted to England, with an ac-
count of the cash now actually in the chest,
stating the place where it is lodged and the
security given or taken for its safety, together
with copies of such instructions or directions
as may, from time to time, have been received
by his Majesty’s government in the colony re-
lative to the manner and form of accounting for
the revenues of the province to his Majesty,
through the lords commissioners of his Majes-
ty’s treasury. And also that his excellency
would be pleased to direct that there be laid
before this house any opinion or opinions
which may have been given by the law officers
of the crown, on the legal responsibilities of

Britain and Ireland, to make good the loss which has been sustained

by the insolvency of Mr. Caldwell, the receiver general of the pro-
vince,”

his Majest
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his Majesty’s receiver general in this province;
and how far the laws of Great Britain, in re-
gard to officers of his Majesty’s treasury ex-
tend to officers holding commissions from the
government in England, for the receipt of his
Majesty’s revenues in this province, and to be
accounted for to the lords commissioners of
his Majesty’s treasury.

In answer to the above, a message (inserted
below)* was sent down. The assembly also

* The governor in chief has endeavoured to meet the desire of the
house of asse mbly, in their addressof the :'Jt_h instant, by separating
the various enquiries and matters contained in it, and making his an-
swer to each point, seriutim:

Address of the Assembly.
House or AssemsLy, Monday, 5th Feby., 1827.

Resolved, That an humble address be presented to his excellency
the governor in chief, praying that he would be pleased to order to be
laid before this house,

Answers.

(1.) A copy of the despatch
from his excellency referred to in
the extract of a despatch from W.
Hill, Esqr., dated treasury cham-
bers, 30th Octr., 1826, annexed to
his excellency’s message of the
31st ultimo,

(2.) Also copies of the accounts
of the receiver general, transmit-
ted to his Majesty’s government in
England, since the accounts of the
receipts and disbursements of the
receiver general’s chest, laid be-
fore this house by message of the
29th Novr., 1823.

(1.) The governor in chief de-
clines to give a copy of this des-
patch to his Majesty’s govern-
ment, the subject of thatspart of
his correspondence being suffi-
ciently stated by Mr. Hill, in his
letter, of which an extract is
before the house.

(2.) The receiver general has
stated to the governor in’ chief
that he can furnish, in the course
of a wéek, copies of his account
current, stated twice a year, from
the 25th Novr., 1823, shewing
the gross amount of all his re-
ceipts and payments up to the
10th Oct., 1826.

But the accounts in detail would employ a clerk more than a month,
the number of Warrants paid annually averaging eight hundred ; and
as the abstracts of Warrants issued during each year, together with
full statements of all monies received are already before the legisla=
ture, 1t appears that further information ecan hardly be necessary ;
should it, however, be deemed so, complete sets of the receiver gene-
ral’s accounts are lodged in the audit office.
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chap. addressed his excellency praying he would be
leased to order to be laid before the house,

copy of the despatch addressed to Sir Francis

Burton, but received - after his departure from
this province, having reference to the previous

(3.) Also a statement of the re=-
ceipts and disbursements ol the
1e since the date of th st ac-

nt transmitted to aland,with

col
(4.) An account of the cash
now actually in the chest, stating

the place where itis lo and
the security given or taken for

its saftety.

.) This appears to be part of
former enguiry, and is an-

swered as above.

account of cash in the
neral’s chest, on the
accompanies this
¢ ith regard to the
y taken for its safety, as
has not yet been

(4.) An

receiver oe

jesty

pleased to grant his commission confirming Mr. Hale in the office of

recelver ger ral, the security c
in that office, the governorin cl

mean time, sufficient security f
(5.) Together with
such instructions or directions
may, from time to time,
received by his Majesty
ment in this colony, relative totl
mannes and form of account
for the revenues of the province to
his Majesty, his heirs and succes-
sors, through the lords commis-
sioners of his Majesty’s treasury.

copies of

xeellen-
ect that

(6.) And also that his
cy would be pleased to d
there be laid before this house,
opinion or opinions which may
have been given by the law offic
of the erown, on the legal respon-
gibilities of his Majesty’s receiver
general in this province, and how
far the laws of Great Britain, in

any

I's

ann
f has always considered the long
services of Mr. Hale, his well-known character, his upright integri
and the large property he g.!b*v\w{“i in the proving Tordi
ne mo >

ot be required ; but, while acting

,as affording in the
entrusted to his care.

(5.) The general instructions
the manner and form

of e for the revenues,
have Iready communicat-
ed to assembly, and have
been ac upon for many years;
should further information be
wished for on any particular

point, the governor in chief de-
that it may be more dis-
7 specified.

tinct

(6.) The governor in chief
must decline to lay before the le-
gislature those opinions of law
office the ecrown, which
have been called for and obtain-
ed only for the confidential infor-
mation and guidance of the exe-
cutive government.

ol

s of

regard to officers of her Majesty’s treasury, extend to officers holding

commissions from his Maje
ceipt of his T\[}l‘jn‘ht_\v.h putk

y’s government in England, for the re-
lic revenues in this provinece, to be account-
ed for to the lords commissioners of his Majesty’

s treasury.

« DALHOUSIE.”

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebee, 9th February,1827.”
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despatch of Sir Francis Burton, of the 4th chap.
June, 1825, mentioned in his excellency’s mes- **'*-
sage. To this he answered that he had com- jgo7.
municated to the assembly the substance of the
despatch he had received from the secretary of
state. That he felt every disposition to give
the fullest information to the house on matters

of public interest, but must decline to lay be-
fore ‘hc pu’ulic the (:01're<pnudoncc of his Ma-

! ]CQ ty’s minister with the executive government

of the province. < I think’ ' said he— such

a course objectionable in general, and in this
particular cmo inexpedient.”  This matter
was ordered to be taken into consideration in
committee of the whole, but the order was
afterwards dischar; (f., and a select committee
named to examine and report upon it. Their
report will Euf notice J in 11\ turn.

On the 6th Iebruary, the accounts and other
statements of the revenue and expenditure of
the province, for 1826, shewing also the pay-
ments made within the year, for services of
former years, unprovided for by acts of tln-
legislature, were laid, by message from his
excellency before the assembly, as were also
the estimates of the supply required for the
current year.

The net income of the year eanding the 10th
October, 1826, including amount outstanding
in bonds, was £126,661, currency, whereof

£92.460 were n(“u‘.lE\ in the hands of the
receiver general. The civil e xpenditure for the
same period was £77,058, stg., including sala-
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gencies of the two hOt]\L\, amounting to£7,600.
T he estimate was now in a di ifferent shape
from what it had been in any previous year,
not exhibiting the estimated total expenditure
for the year, but the expenses of such depart-
ments and (thces only as were not to be de-
frayed from the revenue applicable to the ad-
ministration of justice and support of the civil
government. There was no mention of the
‘ud(r(,s and other principal officials of the exe-
cutive, whose salaries were considered as pro-
vided for out of those permanent funds known
as the crown revenues, the *“ application”
whereof the assembly asserted belonged to
them. The departments for which the supply

~was required were, that of the ¢ CLERK of the

TERrrARS of the king’s domain—* SURVEYOR
GeNERAL’s department”—* Orrices of AupiT
and inspection of accounts”—REcEIVER GE-
NERAL’s department, and certain contingencies
of the administration of justice ; in all £6,579,
sterling. There was also another estimate,
(No. 2.) for printing the laws and divers mis-
cellaneous charges, including the pension list,
(£1,810) salaries to the wmnd voyers, &c.,
(£595) rent and repairs to public buildings,
(£2304) ; total £5467, sterling. There was
also a deficiency in the appropriated revenue
of the previous year of £2,318, sterling, short
of the permanent charges upon it, and which
the assembly were called upon to make good.
The estimate of the expenses of the legxsh—

and aceoy
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the exee|
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yadwg,  ture for 1827, stated them at £12,117, ster- Chap.
ingtofly  ling. There was also the sum of £1,805 v

fierert 4y~ overdrawn by Sir Francis Burton, on account 1sg7.
rerios - of salary, while administering the government,
which they were called upon again (as they
had been in the previous session) to make
good. ;

His excellency’s message, with the estimates
and accounts accompanying it, were referred
to a committee of seven members, (all, with
the exception of two, opposed to the execu-
tive, whose adherents in the assembly did not
now exceed five) to examine the same and
report upon them. A favourable result, it is
hardly necessary to observe, was not expected.
It will appear presently. In the mean time, the
governor sent down several messages to put
the assembly in possession of the business for
the despatch whereof in particular the govern-
ment had a claim upon its immediate atten-
tion.* All these were referred to the same
committee.

* ¢ The governor in chief informs the assembly that the necessary
expenses of the civil government and of the administration of justice
during the last year, have exceeded the amount of revenues appro-
priated therefor by law, and at the disposal of the erown, and no ap-
propriation having been made in the last session, in aid of the said
revenues and to provide for such expenses, he has been under the
necessity of advancing the amount thereof, being a sum of £2,318
19s., sterling, out of the unappropriated monies, according to the
sums stated in the estimate submitted to the assembly in the last
session, and he calls upon the assembly to make good the amount so
advanced for indispensable public services on the pressing emergency

) c[g}'if.." (H'lim case, and also the amount advanced for pensions and other
I services not provided for, as shewn by the same statement.

Nt & “ The governorin chief also lays before the assembly a list of
! Ion:;‘:,*.' sums advanced by him on accountable Warrants, for the salaries of

the legislature and other salaries and expenses of government for the
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He also informs the assembly that upon these representations he has
authorized the advance of £100, for clothing for the naked prisoners
at Quebec, and the sumof £24 for the necessary repairs of the build-

Montreal, and he recommends to the assembly to make good
, sums over and above any augmentation that may be granted
for the ordinary nses of those establishments.
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tained leave to communicate to it such instrue- ¢ i
tions as he had, from time to time, received xxvi
from  his Majesty’s government respecting Toor
those estates, and the application of the reve-
nues thereof for education in this province,

“ QueBec, January 2d, 1827,

¢ Sir,—The undersigned commissioners for the house of correction
of this district, consider it their duty to represent to his excellency
the governor in chief, the insufficiency of the rooms now oceupied in
the gaol for the purpose of the house of correction.

¢ There is now confined in the house of correction fifty prisoners,
maie and female, a proportion of each sick and requiring to be kept
separate from the others. Some diseased with incurable disorders,
who ought not to be confined in the same room, much less to sleep in
the same beds with those that are well. Yet such is the crowded
state of the rooms, that although they sleep three in one bed, there
is not sufficient hedsteads for them, and several have been compelled
to sleep on the floor. It will readily be seen that the commissioners,
far from having it in their power to make a proper arrangement of
the prisoners, with regard to their age, calling, and character, can-
not make the necessary distribution for health.

“ The commissioners. have already represented their inability to
procure junk to keep the prisoners in the house of correction at work
as heretofore, and that they are in consequence entirely idle: should
it be deemed inexpedient to finish the stepping-mill, they take the
liberty of suggesting that the lower part of the building might, at a
small expense, be fitted up into eells, and with a suitable appropria-
tion, the prisoners might be employed in breaking stone for the pub-
lic roads.

¢ Several of the prisoners in the honse of correction, whose time is
about expiring, are so destitute of clothing, (as will appear by the re-
port of the master of the house of ection herewith,) that if dis-
charged in that state, at thisinclement season, they may be subject
to perish. A small sum of from five pounds to ten pounds would be
sufficient to supply such of them as are in this state with clothes to
protect them from the weather. A further sum of one hundred
pounds is required to renew the sheets and bedding, and to procure
further clothing for the men.

“ The commissioners beg leave respectfully to call the attention of
his excellency the governorin chief to the communications of the 20th
February, 1821, February 1823, 13th January, 1824, and 10th Feb-
ruary, 1826.

“ We have the honor to be, &ec.,

(Signed) « BENJ. TREMAIN,
“ JAS. VOYER.”

“ A, W. CocHran, Esquire. -
“ A true copy. A. W, CocHran, Secretary.”

VOL. IIL L
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give the house communication of them. And

requesting to be informed whether he had re-
ceived any communication from his Majesty’s
government on the subject of the address of the
hmu to the king in 1825, respecting educa-
tion and the .,.mi estates, and that he would
communicate it to the house. To this applica-
tion his excellency answered that, * inquiries
im, been made by earl Bathurst respecting the

evenue of the jesuits’ estates, but that he had
no permission to communicate these des-
patches to the legislature.”—** I have not yet”
—he added—* received any communication
from his \Ifgesn s ministers on the subject of
the address of the %\L‘muh to his \Ia]est\ n
1825, 1(:-pectmfr the ]P\ll its’ estates.”

The committee to whom the governor’s

message with the public accounts and estimates
had been referred, made a long and special
report, concluding as follows :—

“ Your committee cannot withhold an expression of re-
gret thav they see, in the accounts and estimates of the pre-
sent year, undeniable evidence of a perseverance in the
pretensions first set up in 1822, to withdraw a large portion
of the expenditure of the province, paid out of its public re-
venue, from the check of a previous vote of the assembly,
and leave the total amount, which has doubled in twenty-
five years, without any umlml.l on the part of those who

o=‘¥r‘lmtn to its pay ment.
¢ Your committee consider the perseverance in this pre-

:;::si.az! the more alarming to the constitutional privileges of

the house and the property and rights of the subject, as a
great part of the duties which the inhabitants of this province
are called upon to pay, have been made permanent by Acts

This l[iE
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of the imperial parliament, and the monies arising there- .0
from have been in part repeatedly drawn by the executive xxvy..
authorities alone, from the hands of the receiver general, In w~—~
which they are deposited according to law, without the 1827

=

"m"’. \I’ enactment of the colonial legislature, as required by the
; adaressofy constitutional act 31st Geo. I1I., chapter 31, section 47,
pecting while its bills of supply, providing for all the necessary ex-
that hp 3 pt?mbfnlure of the government, with the exception of that of
I m:_\;_ 1825, have been rejected.”

hat, e This lay on the table for some days, and the

matter finally was referred with the message,
estimates and public accounts, to the consider-
ation of a committee of the whole. Before it
came on, “ A suppLY” was moved for in due
form, but it was ordered, * that the said motion

COommunic

nieahe. e referred to the committee of the whole
is)gs: Douse on his excellency the governor in chief’s
ot message with the estimate and public accounts,
g and on the report of the special committee to

1S and estl

whom were referred the said message, esti-
e Mate and public accounts.” The special com-
=" mittee to whom had been referred the messages
= and correspondence above noticed relating to
Sir Francis Burton made, about this time, their
report, one object of which seems to have been
to cause it to be believed that the government
at home had changed its views of the supply
bill of 1825, accepted by Sir Francis Burton,
and that not only it had exonerated him from
all blame in accepting the same from his ignor-
ance of the instructions on the subject, but that
it now actually approved of the bill, and com-
mended his wisdom in accepting it, and con-
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sequently that the governor in chief was, in the
present instance, actuated by selfishness, and
proceeded on his own responsibility against
the sense of the home government.* 1t wasalso
« ordered that the said report be referred to
the committee of the whole house on his ex-
cellency the governor in chief’s message, with
the estimate and public accounts.”

The house accordingly resolved itself into
committee, on the 6th of March, when the fol-
lowing resolutions were passed, which, on the

* « Your committee are of opinion that your honorable house in re-
questing further information as to the sentiments of his Majesty’s
government Tespecting the supply bill of 1825, never fora moment
entertained an intention of calling for a justification of the lieutenant
governor, in giving the royal assent to that bill, the conduct of his
exeellency in that particular, aswell as in the whole of the adminis-
tration of this government, being such, as in the opinion of your com-
mittee, must secure to him the approbation of our most gracious
sovereign, and the gratitude, affection and respect of all classes of
his Majesty’s subjects in this province.

¢ That by refusing to comply with the address of this house of the
3d February last, praying to have communication of the dispatch res
lative to the supply bill, addressed to Sir Francis Burton, but receiy-
ed after his departure from the province, his excellency the governor
in chief puts it out of the power of this house to proceed with thefull
knowledge of the sentiments of his Majesty’s government, on this
head, which it ought to possess, in orderto make a grant to his Ma-
jesty, in-a way consistent equally with its duty to the crown, to the
people of this province as its constituents, and with the constitutional
privileges of this house.

¢« Your committee have been unable to find any thing satisfactory
in the explanations and reasons assigned by the said message, as the
sole foundation of the revocation of the dispatch of the 4th June 1823.

¢ It appears, by the said message, that his excellency the governer
in chief, gronnds the opinion which he announces of this subjeet, upon
a dispatch of which he refuses togive your honorable house commu-
nication.

¢« Your committee, in the absence of that essential document, are
of opinion that it may be believed, that the justification of his excel-
lency the lieutenant governor does not rest solely upbn the reasons
adduced in the said message.” i

gestion of

and none
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I question of concurrence, were adopted by an chap.
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overwhelming majority,* virtually refusing a>xv*

llJlilL\ i Supply_ ;TS\.;:'I‘/
i ll‘\‘."»,:,- This terminated the matter, and brought the
D& Tefemed session to a close. The governor in chief; on
st on b the following day, prorogued the legislature,
 Messige giving the royal assent to such bills as had

passed the two houses, but twenty-one in all,
and none of them of any considerable impor-
tance.t His excellency’s speech will better

* 1. That this house continues to adhere to the resolntions and
addresses which it has made on the subject of the expenses of the
civil government, as recorded on its journals.

2. That the manner and form of auditing the public accounts, and
accounting for the due application of the public revenues, is insuffi-
cient to secure a just, correct and responsible application of the pub-
lic monies, and that there is no adequate security against the misap-
plication of the funds deposited by law in the hands of her Majesty’s
receiver general for the province.

3. That the house does not acknowledge or in any way sanction
any payments made out of the public revenue of the province which
have not been authorised by an act of the legislature, or advanced on
an address of the house.

4. That the house nevertheless continues disposed to granta supply
for the current year, in the manner provided in the act passed in
1825, and in the bill of 1826.

5. That the present estimates do not afford to this house an oppor-
tunity of granting such a supply.

Upon a division of the house on these resolutions, the names were
recorded as follows :—

Ayes—DMessrs. Clouet, Rochon, Déligny,Valois, Courteau, Heney,
Dessaulles, Cuvillier, Borgia, Bourdages, Lagueux, Drolet, Fortin,
Robitaille, Perrault, Amiot, Després, De Rouville, Laterriére, Be-
langer, Tourgeon, Neilson, Proulx, Quirouet, Boissonneauit, Viger,
Leslie, De St. Ours, Blanchet, Quesnel, Larue, and Berthelot.

Nays—Messrs. A. Stuart, Sol. Genl. Ogden, Simpson, Taschereau,
Young and Davidson.

t Among those bills was one declaring marriages in Lower Ca-
nada, by ministers of the kirk of Scotland, and the registers kept by
them of such marriages to be legal, which down to this period had
been questioned by certain jurists in the province. This act, how-
ever, set the question at rest.

¥ 2
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Chap. portray the state of public matters, than any
xVL thing that can be substituted for it:—

{ el
e o : v ther
1827, « Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the pve ¥

assembly.—1 come to close this session of the provincial
parliament, convinced, by the state of your proceedings,
that nothing likely to promote the public interest can be now
expected from your deliberations.

“To you, gentlemen of the legislative eouncil, who have }

attended to your duties in this session, T offer my thanks on & These are
the part of his Majesty, as an acknowledgment of the regard tonaciences, &
which, by your presence, you have shewn to the welfare of 0ur country &
your country, and also of that proper respect which you “lnmy
have manifested for the sovereign, from whom your honours ‘ RYER Jears

are derived.

¢ Gentlemen of the assembly,—It is painful to me, that I
cannot speak my sentiments to you in terms of approbation
and thanks. 'I'he proceedings in this session impose upon |
me a duty, of which, however unpleasing, I will acquit my-
self as a faithful servant of my king, and a sincere friend to
the province.

 Many years of continued discussion of forms and ac-
counts have proved unavailing to clear up and set atrest a
dispute, which moderation and reason might have speedily
terminated. It is lamentable to see, that no efforts or con-
cessions of his Majesty’s government have succeeded in re-
contiling those differences of opinion in the legislature ; but
it is infinitely more so, that differences on one subject should
cause a rejection of every other measure which his Majes- |
ty’s government recommends to your consideration.

¢ The duties expected of you in this session were not dif-
ficult ; among the first was an examination of the public ac-
counts of last year, and a report upon them, whether of ap-
proval or otherwise ;—has that duty been done so that your
country can know the result?

¢ Have you considered the estimated expenditure for the
current year,and granted the supply required in his Majesty’s
name ? or have reasons been assigned for the refusal of
them, that can be known and understood by the country 7—
Have the messages from his Majesty’s representative been
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A gy duly acknowledged, and answered according to the rules and Chap
forms of parliament, or according with the respect which is yyy;,

due by each branch of the legislature to the other? AT

% Have the rules or orders of proceeding in the house of 1827.
assembly been attended to, inso faras they affect and
recognize the prerogative rights of the crown ?

¢ These are questions, genilemen, which you are now to
ask yourselves individually, and answer to your constituents '
on your return to them.

¢ These are questions which you are to answer to your
consciences, as men who are bound by oaths of fidelity to
your country and to your king.

“ In my administration of the government, I have seen
seven years pass away without any conclusive adjustment
of the public accounts ; thus accumulating a mass for future
investigation, which must lead to confusion and misunder-
standing. In the same years I have seen the measures of
government, directly applicable to the wants of the province
thrown aside without attention and without any reason as-
signed. I have seen the forms of parliament utterly disre-
garded ; and in this session a positive assumption of execu-

.]

tive authority, instead of that of legislative, which last is,
alone your share in the constitution of the state.
¢ The results of your proceedings in this session have
been, the refusal of the supplies necessary for the ordinary
expenses of government, the loss of the militia bill, the
failure of all provision for the maintenance of prisoners in
your gaols and houses of correction, for the support of the
insane and foundlings, and for the establishments of educa-
tion and charity, and a total obstruction of local and publie
improvements.
« In this state of things, and with the experience of past
years, it is now no longer consistent with a proper discharge
of the high trust committed to me, to entertain hopesof a
return to better reason in the representative branch of this
parliament but it is still my duty to call upon you as public
men, and to call upon the country, as deeply interested in
4 the result, to consider seriously the consequences of perse-
verance in such a course.
« [ shall conduct the Government with the meansin my
nower, with an undiminished desire to do good ; but while
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I must submit myself to the interruption of all public im-
provement, under the authority of the civil government, [
will declare my deep regret at such a state of things: I think
it rigllt to convey to the country, a free and unreserved ex-
pression of my sentiments upen these public misfortunes 3
and I will leave no doubt on the public mind of my deter-
mination to persevere firmly in the path of my duty, with a
faithful regard to the rights of my sovereign with which are
also combined the best interests of the province.

¢« It only remains for me now, compelled by existing
circumstances, to prorogue this parliament, whatever may
be the inconvenience resulting to the province by such a
measure.”

Among the many important matters recom-
mended by message, the detail whereof would
not be interesting, there is one, however, that
ought not to be overlooked. The Royal Insti-
tution established by an act in 1801, as previ-
ously noticed (vol.1st, page 216,) had not, for
want of co-operation on the part of the roman
catholic clergy, who looked upon it with jea-
lousy, succeeded to the extent it was hoped it
would, but to the present time had languished
on a feeble existence, and on the whole had
proved but an expensive and fruitless estab-
lishment. Lord Dalhousie had much at heart
to elevate and give it efficiency as an educa-
tional institution, and strove to engage the sup-
port of the roman catholic bishop and clerg
in giving it effect, in which it would seem by
his message to the assembly, he had at
length succeeded.* y

The assembly, however, paid no attention to

* ¢ The governor in chief, in laying before the assembly a return
of the schools to which the sum appropriated by the act of the last
session (6th Geo. IV., cap. 13) has been applied, informs the house
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the subject, and the scheme accordingly fell to chap.
the ground. SRR
The article below relating to the Montreal 1s27.
Seminary, is taken from the Quebec Gazette,
official, ‘of the 1st of February of the pre-
sent year. lt was not however, until 1840,
that any final adjustment of the matter was
made, which, when it took place, was con-
firmed by an ordinance of the special coun-
cil, (the legislature for the time being,) and
which finally was ratified by the government at
home *

that the duty of preparing this return not having been imposed by
hat act on any particular person, the secretary of the Royal institu-
the Rev. Dr, Mills, has voluntarily performed it with much
it and eare. The covernor in chief considering it but just

t remuneration for this duty, performed by him in the execu-
tion of the act, has c ed a warrant fo be issued in his favour for
one hundred pounds he recommends to the assembly to cover
this advance by an ropriation.

_]p{‘-‘.l U Wil ¢ The governor in chief, with great satisfaction, further 1 f
' “.,_‘ : the assembly, that an arrangement is about to be carried imme
LI Was into execution, with the co-operation of the bishop and clergy of

roman catholic church, to forma separate committee of the Royal
institution for the exclusive regulation and superintendence of the
roman catholic schools under the act of 1801. As there is eve
son to hope that, under this arrangement, the number of st 1
may be much increased, the governor in chief recommends to the as-
sembly to augment the :|]w}n'n]|r‘i;|“in:| made for this purpose Jast year,
under the above-mentioned act, to £3,000, which sum will cover
all the salaries of school-masters, the allowances necessary to be
made fo the officers employed under the board in carrying the act
into execution, and also the expense, not exceeding £100, for provid-
ing elementary hooks for schools, where they cannot be otherwise
proeured.

¢ The wovernor in chief, in recommending this liberal appropria~
tion for the encouragement of schools in this province, v iews in it the
happy accomplishment of hopes long disappointed, and all the advan-
tages contemplated in the act of 1801 ; and therefore, relies with con-
id o alteld fidence, on the liberality of the assembly, to carry into effect .‘._};J‘:

most important purpose. igned) « DALHOUSIE.”

¢ Castle of Saint Lewis, Quebec, 13th Feb., 1827.”
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« i We are gratified in being able to allude, in a manner which we
have no doubt will be deemed satisfactory, toa rumor which has
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Addresses from various quarters were pre-
sented after the prorogation, and in course of

* lately been circulated, to the following effect :—that it was the inten-

tion of his Majesty’s government to possess itself of the right claim-
ed by the ecclesiastics of the seminary, over the seminary and island
of the city of Montreal, allowing an annuity or fixed pecuniary coms-
pensation, to that reverend society, in lieu of the same. The prelimi-
nary facts, which have led to the actual state of things as regards this
matter, are few and simple. During the space of upwards of fifty
years last past, the crown lawyers in Great Britain, and other learned
persons in this colony, have uniformly advised his Majesty’s govern=
ment, that the claim of the ecclesiastics of the seminary of Montreal,
to hold Sulpicien lands, that is, the seigniory of the island and city of

eal, In mortmain, could not be sustained against the paramount
is Majesty—on two grounds—as not being themselves a
lawful corporation, and as holding originally from a society resident
in a foreign country, It is not our duty to enter at large into this
question. Let it suffice to say, that the claims of his Majesty, though
never enforced, have yet never been relinquished. They have remain-
ed merely in abeyance; nor is it likely that any steps to establish
them would evennow have been taken, had not such a course been
imposed on his Majesty’s government by circumstances, which ren-
der it imperative toobtaina decision of the legal question, in whom
lies the title to the seigniory of Montreal—in the seminary or in the
crown—>inee the passing of the acts of the imperial parliament, re-
lating to a change of tenure of seigniorial property to free and com-
mon soccage, several applications on the part of individuals, which
may justly be considered as the forerunners of many more, have heen
made to the government of' the province, praying a commutation of
the tenure of property held by them at Montreal, in conformity to the
provisions of the said acts. s these applications brought forward,
in a direct and tangible shape, the question of the right of the crown
in the seigniory of Montreal—a case having already occurred in a
court of justice, where the defendant pleaded that right—it was
thought necessary by the executive of the province to refer the matter
to his Majesty’s government at home,

‘“ Such are the facts on which the rumor above alluded to has been
founded. We can further state, on authentic information, that his
Majesty’s government, on a full consideration of the case, both in its
past and present circumstances, being convinced of the necessity of
bringing the matter to a decision one w ay or the other, has directed
that the neces al measures be taken to bring the ahove ques-
tion before the proper tribunals, ina spirit of the utmost fairness and
in the most comprehensive manner, with a view to a solemn and final
adjudication ; but that whatever may be the result of this assertion of
the abstract legal title of his Majesty, it is by no means designed to

1€

barany claim which the ecclesiastics of the seminary may have on
the good faith, justice, or liberality, of his Majesty’s government, bt
that those claims will be considered with the most large and liberal
regard,”— Quebec Gazette by Authority.

h summer,
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the summer, expressive of a determination to Chap.
uphold his excellency in the correct and con- xxvr.
stitutional views he entertained of the proceed- g
ings of the assembly.—One from the Eastern
Townships, ¢« lamented that the benevolent
and enlightened views of his excellency for
the improvement, peace and good government
of this province have been in no inconsidera-
ble degree frustrated for want of the concur-
rence and cordial co-operation of the lower
house of parliament, who, instead of thinking
no evil where none was intended, have not
only wasted their time in asserting rights,
which, in our humble opinion, were not endan-
gered ; but, under that disguise, have assumed
the right of appropriating and directing the ap-
plication of the whole provincial revenue, thus
setting at naught the authority of the king and
imperial parliament over this part of the british
empire.

“ Deeply lamenting”—said they— that the
proceedings of the house of assembly have
been such as to cause a suspension for a time,
of all legislative measures, while so much im-
portant business remains untouched, we should
appear Waniing mn dui)‘ to our country, want- W
ing in proper feeling to the benevolent and
paternal government of our gracious sovereign,
and wanting in the most sincere sentiment of
gratitude for the persevering but unavailing
efforts of your excellency to promote the best
interests of the province, did we not unite in
assuring your excellency that we shall freely



chap. give our aid and . A
xxvi. gyer measures the wisdom of his Majesty’s
(™

1827. gOYCl'!’Hll(’Ht may c

132
influence in ‘supporting what-

leem necessary to meet the
present unhappy state of public affairs, and to
avert the pernicious consequences of them in
future.”

It is impossible adequately to describe the
seditious agitation in all quarters of Lower
Canada, that followed the prorogation, and the
absurd tales, ‘improbable, palpable untruths
resorted to by the agitators to excite the habi-
tants, (for whom, in their credulity and implicit
faithintheir leaders,nothing could be too gross,)
and beget a feelingof hatred against the govern-
ment and towards the governor personally.
He was represented asthe most odious and
oppressive of tyrants—he had, it was said, law-
lessly interrupted the legislature in its work,
and prevented the representatives of the peo-
ple from passing good and salutary laws 1n pro-
gress at the prorogation—he was plundering
the ' public treasury, and illegally helping
himself and satellites to large sums, at the
expense of the province, whose people *“la
nation canadienns” their religion, their lan-
guage, and their laws he was opposed to,
hated, and was endeavouring to subvert.—
He was hoodwinking and deceiving the go-
vernment at home, that he might the more
easily enslave the people of the colony,
whom it was said he would drive, if not
speedily recalled, to a rebellion that would not

fail to sweep away the little that remained of
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of british power from the continent of North chap,
America—and in these extravagant imaginings **V*-
several joined, of whom, knowing as they must Jgo7.
have known the absurdity of those tales, better
things were to have been expected.

By the expiration of the militia laws, which
the assembly had purposely omitted to renew,
two old ordinances of the legislative council of
the province of Quebec,of 1787and 1789, for the
regulation of the militia, and which the tempo-
rary militia acts had repealed,were revived, the
repeal being in legal interpretation, as it was
said, but temporary, and for the period only, to
which the repealing acts themselves were limit-
ed, the legislature not having expressed in any
of those acts its intention of an absolute
repeal of the ordinances in question. The
attorney general (Mr. James Stuart,) and other
law officers of the crown being consulted were
of opinion that the ordinances alluded to were
now in force and the law of the land, it conse-
quently became incumbent upon the governor,
as a duty, to act upon them. Accordingly by a
militia general order of the 5th July, * the
governor in chief directed the commanding
officers of the different battalions of militia,
without waiting for more particular orders, to
fix the days on which the companies of their
respective battalions should meet according to
law in that and the ensuing months.” ¢ The
governor in chief”—it was observed—* thinks
it right to express on this occasion his satisfac-
tion at the ready obedience which has been

M




all parts ol the province, from which
has reached him, to the revived
ml“h ng the militia, notwith-
arts used by designing and ill-
-sons to infuse Uluvndlvw doubts
ns into the minds of the people ;
e trusts that the officers and men of the
itia will continue to evince that spirit of zeal,
nce and subordination, which is the first
: ,;:}'iiuu-y d uti( s, and which has hitherto

] militia of this pmvim' g
j..f‘nm-m( n’s duty, apart from their oc-
al obligations as a civil and constabulary
force, as all in the least acquainted with
Lower Canada know, was exceedingly light,
in fact only nominal—to meet after divine
service on a Sunday or other holiday, once
a year, and answer o the call of their names,
as an acknowledgment of obedience to the
laws.—But faction would not allow even
s. Several officers of the militia, parti-
s of the ruling agitators, in various quar-
s, pretending there were now no laws in
force regulating the militia, publicly dis-
suaded their militiamen from attending mus-
ter, haranguing them in terms of contempt and
.:;L,’H gnation against the existing administration,
as inimical to the rights and “interests of the
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« peuple canadien !” and as essentially anti-
canadian. What was to be done? The govern-

ment had taken a position, on consultation of {5,

its legal advisers, which it behoved it to main-
tain. To yield to faction and to eclamour
would have been a betrayal of weakness that
must soon have led to its disgrace and pros-
tration. Several removals* from the militia
took place, for encouraging and taking part in
public meetings tending to excite the people
to discontent, as well as from the magistracy,
into which also party spirit had found its wa
and was not less active than in the militia,
sofhe of them probably rather precipita
upon hasty recommendations of pfn"‘;'"tr“c of
[hL, opposite school of ]m iticians, but in most
instances deservedly. The removals, however,
did not arrest the spread ling spirit. The dis-
missed were martyrs in the cause of freedom,
of virtue, and of lhcu country; and to be remov-
ed from the militia for disobedience to the mi-
litia law, or from the magistracy for agita i':
perversion of duty,and contempt of the gover
ment, was an additional title to the pu iblic con-
fidence. In general, however, the canadian,
like the british militia, behaved well where left
to their own good sense unwrought upon
agitators, consisting chiefly of country notaries
doctors, surveyors , briefless lawyers s, and small
fry of that ducnpllon, having little or notl 11“ y
at stake. In the Eastern Townships parti
larly, the militia distinguished ﬂmmscl\'n& iw

* See general orders at the end of this chapter

P~



Chap. many parts, by a regular attendance at drill
xxvl. ond training, as did universally the british and
1527, those of that origin, throughout other parts of
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Canada.*

» « QOffice of the Adjutant General of Militia,
¢ Quebec, 12th Sept., 1827,
4 General Order of Militia.

« His Excellency the Governor and Commander in Chief takes an
early opportunity to express to the battalions of militia in Lower
Canada, his sentiments on certain recent proceedings which nearly
concern their loyalty and honor.

¢ It is well known that the laws under which the militia force has
been regulated for many years, have been enacted for short periods,
and have been repeatedly renewed as a substitute for the permanent
laws passed in 1787 and 1789.

¢« These temporary acts, however, not having been renewed in
the last session of the provineial parliament, expired on the 1st May;
and it was immediately notified to the militia, by his excelleney’s
directions, that under existing circumstances, the old permanent ordi-
nances came into force.

« Evil disposed persons were not wanting to spread doubts upon
the subject; and to these were added gross misrepresentations and
calumnies regarding thé intentions of the executive government, all
tending to create discontent and dissatisfaction in the province, but
more particularly to induce the militia to object against and disobhey
the orders issued under those ordinances for the usual mustersin
summer,

« The governor in chief has seen with great satisfaction that the
utmost exertions of the ill-disposed have totally failed to disturb the
natural disposition of the people to order and obedience. With very
few exceptions, and those chiefly of officers holding commissions, the
musters of July and August, have been unusually numerous and well
attended. It is therefore an important and most agreeable duty to his
excellency to offer his warmest acknowledgments in approbation of
that conduct, by which the battalions of militia have shewn their
proper sense of duty.

« But while the governor in chief thus gives the reward of praise
where it is so well merited, he feels that his duty imperiously calls
upon him, at this time, to deprive of the distinction of holding com=
missions in the militia, all such persons as have neglected toattend at
the musters required by law, or who by their conduct or language at
public meetings have failed in that respect which is due to the repre-
sentative of the sovereign :—This, however, is a work of time and
investigation, which, though necessarily attended with some delay,
will not fail to receive his excellency’s serious and deliberate consi-
deration.

# By order of his excellency the governor general and commander.
in-chief,

« F.VassaL pE Monvier, Adjt.-Gen., M. F-?
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;mbe‘?'il In July the Parliament was dissolved pursu- ey
l g ant to instructions, it was believed from home, **"
her

and a general election immedately took place, 3827,
but the government was no better accommodat-
ed, nor more likely to fare better with the new
assembly than it had with the previous body.*
Lord Dalhousie, from his first arrival in the
country, had contemplated the erection of a
suitable monument in Quebec, to the memory
of Wolfe and Montcalm, and this generous
purpose he now resolved to carry into_effect.
The following notice on the subject appear-
ed in the official Gazette in the month of
August :—* PROPOSED TRIBUTE TO THE ME-
MORY oF WoLre AND MonNtcaLm.—It has
long been a matter of surprise and regret that
there is not any public monument in Quebec,
to record the glorious fall of Wolfe and

¢ The members returned to this the 13th parliament of Lower Cana~
da, were :—Gaspé, R.Christie ; County of Cornwallis, Jos. Robitaille
and J. L. Bogia ; County of Devon, J. B. Fortinand J. C. Letour-
neau § County of Hertford, F. Blanchet and N. Boissonnault ; County
of Dorchester, Louis Lagueux and Jos. Samson ; County of Bucking-
hamshire, Louis Bourdages and J. B. Proulx; Borougl{ of William
Henry, Wolfred Nelson; County of Richelieu, Jean Dessaulles and
R. de St. Ours ;County of Bedford, H. de Rouville,; County of
Surrey, Pierre Amiot and L. J. Papineau ; County of Kent, D. B.
Viger and F. A. Quesnel; County of Huntingdon, Austin Cuvillier
and J. M. Raymond ; East ‘Ward of Montreal, Hughes Heney and
J. Leslie ; West Ward of Montreal, L. J. Papineauand Robt. Nelson;
County of Montreal, Jos. Perrault and Jos. Valois ; County of York,
Jacques Labadie and J. B. Lefebvre; County of Effingham, O.
Turgeon and A. Papineau ; County of Leinster, Laurent Leroux and
Julien Porier ; County of St. Maurice, Pieire Bureau and Chas.Caron ;
Borough of Three Rivers, C.'R.Ogden and P, B. Dumoulin ; County
of Hampshire, F. X. Larue and John Cannon Upper Town of Que-
bec, A. Stuartand Vallieres de St. Réal ; Lower Town of Quebec,
Jean Belanger and T, A. Young; County of Quebec, John Neilson
and Michel Clouet; County of Northumberland, M. P. De S. Later-
riere and E.C. Lagueux ; County of Orleans, Frangois Quirouet,
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chap. Montcalm. These feelings have prompted the
g

———

1827, tion of the public, and the officers now serving

governor in chief to propose for the considera-

under his command in the Canadas, a design
for a column to be erected on the Place
d’Armes, in front of the Chéateau St. Louis,
This design may be seen at the garrison libra-
ry, where the librarian has instructions to ad-
mit any gentleman who may wish to inspeet it,
The governor in chief forbears to say more on
the subject than that he will pay every atten-
tion to suggestions that may be sent to him,
and will give all the assistance and encourage-
ment in his power to this interesting publie
work.” Subscriptions were immediately made
to a liberal amount, and the foundation of the
monument was accordingly laid, on the 15th of
November, in presence of his excellency at-
tended by his staff and the troops in garrison
under arms, not in the Place d’Armes as at first
proposed, but within the gate (some sixty feet
in front of its present position.) of the lower
garden of the Castle, whence the site was
changed, in prosecuting the work the ensuing
spring, to the spot where it now stands. The
erection (without the marble tablets, furnished
wholly at the expense of Lord Dalhousie,)
cost one thousand pounds, currency, less a
few shillings, a considerable part of which
was contributed by the governor in chief him-
self, the rest by the military, and british inha-
bitants of Quebec, and but a very small portion
it was remarked, by french canadian gen-
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tlemen, few of whom, except of the official c
class, giving any thing towards it, and these but
little. This inte resting monument, honorable to ;
Lord Dalhou\w, the army, and b11t15h commu-
nity of Quebec, was finished in the summer of
1828, his lordship’s nephew, captain Maule, of
the ".‘)th Highlanders, (now, 1849, secretary
at war,) in presence of the governor in chief
and the troops of the garrison, and a vast con-
course of citizens assembled on the occasion
to witnc‘:s the ceremony, placing, as his excel-
lency’s proxy, the capping-stone or climax
upon 1t the day of his embarcation for Eng-
land, (8th {\(ptombel, 1828,) on his recall
from 1hJ~ ‘foummun to the military command
in India.

scription of the interesting ceremony of laying
onument is taken from the Quebec Mercuri y of
20th November, 1827 :—

llowing d

¢ Shortly before ‘H o’
m xlchul
S'I:I,Y w

ock in the morning, the troops, in garrisor
tive barracks and formed a line on
the upper from m lower garden of the C
g |~fm x on the foot of the Citadel Glacis, and ti
}u site it Chateau, they then opened their ranks and
muwr inwards for g,

¢ The grand lod
ter (Claude Den
du Canada, the

ons,with L}‘e‘ right worshipful grand mas-
at their head, the merchants and { 3
| the St. '\I]( rew’s lodges, the officers
posing the grand I .wl the brethren being in full masonic cost
walked in procession to the Chateau, jmuun' by the band of the 6
regiment, playing a masonic march, and passing through the cou
entered the garden, and lined the advances to the spot where the pre
parations had been made for the purpose which ealled their attendance.
“ The countess of Dalhousie shortly after made her appearance in
the garden, with the honble. lady Hill, the honble. Mrs. Gore, Mrs.
Sewell and a large party of fashionables, and passed through the lines
of masons to the platform of the battery ; almost at the same moment
his excellency the governor in chief, auor1|pmmrl by the lord bishop
of Quebec and the chief justice, the committee of superintendence
and many other gentlemen, and attended by the officers of the ge
ral and personal staff, having passed through the lane formed by the
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The New parliament was summoned for the
920th November, a period looked forward to
with intense interest, particularly as it was

troops, entered the garden gate facing the spot selected for the sile
of the monument, and descending the steps, joined the countess of
Dalhousie, whom he conducted, accompanied by her ladyship’s
friends, to a situation commanding a view of the ceremonies fo take

lace.,

] « Every thing being now in readiness, his excellency placed himself
ont of the stone and spoke as follov
i Gentlemen of the committee, we are assembled upon an occasion
most interesting to this country—if possible more so to this city.—
We are met to lay the foundation of a column in honor of two illus-
trious men, whose deeds and whose fall have immortalized their own
names and placed Quebec in the rank of cities famous in the history
of the world.

< Before, however, we touch the first stone, let us implore the
blessing of Almighty God upon our intended work.

« The Revd. Dr. Mills, chaplain to the forces, then offered up a
prayer.

The prayer concluded, his excellency thus addressed the masonic
brethren : —

« Right worshipful grand master and worshipful brethren of the
grand lodge, I crave your assistance in performing masonic ceremo-
nies and honors on this occasion.

¢« The R. W. grand master, C. Denechau, supported by the R.
W. Dy. G. Mr. Oliva, on his right, and P. Dy. G. Mr. Thompson on
his left, with two grand deacons took his station on the east side of
the foundation. The Rt. W. the grand masters and Rt. W. the grand
chaplain placed themselves on the opposite side, then the corner
stone was lowered and laid with the usual masonic ceremony—the
grand master, supported as above described, advanced towards his
Tordship to give the three mystic strokes, on the stone. During this
part of the ceremony—the grand master repeated the following short
prayer,—¢ May this undertaking prosper with the blessing of Al-
mighty God.

« The part of the ceremony which now followed derived peculiar
interest from the presence of Mr. JamesThompson,one of the few sur-
vivors (supposed to be the only man in Canada) of that gallant army
which served under Wolfe, on the memorable 13th Sept ,1759. This
venerable mason, in the 95th year of his age, walked with the party
which accompanied the earl, and stood near his lordship, leaning on
the arm of captain Young, of the 79th Highlanders, the officer whose
pencil produced the chaste and appropriate design which has been
adopted for the monument. His lordship called upon the patriarch
to assist in the ceremony in these words :—

¢ Mr. Thompson—We honor you here as the companion in arms
and a venerable living witness of the fall of Wolfe ; do us also the fa-
vour fo bear witness on this occasion by the malletin your hand.—
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uestionable whether in case Mr. Papineaucnap.
should be rechosen speaker of the assembly, the *x**
choice would meet with his excellency’s con- g7,
currence. That gentleman had, after the late
prorogation conjointly with seven others,” mem-
bers of the assembly, issued a paper or mani-
festo on public matters, in which he so strongly
animadverted upon the governor personally,
and had, on other occasions as well as that, par-

Mr. Thompson then, with a firm hand, gave the three mystic strokes
with the mallet on the stone. Anappropriate prayer was then pro-
nounced by Dr. Harkness, the provinecial grand chaplain,

« Then capt. Melhuish, of the royal engineers, having deposited
gold, silver and copper coins of the present reign, ina cavity prepar=
ed on the upper face of the stone for their reception, the pieces
were covered by a brass plate bearing a suitable inseription, which
was rivetted to the stone.

¢ The ceremony concluded by the troops, under the command of col.
Nicol, (66th regt.) firing a_feu de joie, after which they presented
arms, the bands playing God save the king.—After the third volley,
three hearty british cheers were given, and the troops in returning to
the barracks, passed his lordship in review order on the Place d’ Armes.

¢ The change which has been made in the situation chosen for the
monument it is now generally admitted, displays good taste. On the
Place d’Armes it would have been, in a great measure, lost; but, cn
the spot where it is to be erected it will be a prominent object, visible
from the opposite shore, from the Island of Orleans, and from the
river, whilst the terrace on which it is to stand, and which, as has
been already stated, will be as open to the public as the street itself,
overlooks the basin and its surrounding scenery, presenting particu=
larly in summer time, when the port is full of shipping, a view W hick,
for animation and beauty, is hardly to be surpassed.”

Of the following legends, inscribed on the two marble tablets, sent
from England by lord Dalhousie, one inserted in the sarcophagus or
cenotaph, the other in the pedestal or basement of this unpretending
but elegant monument, (an obelisk) the first is from the chaste
and classic pen of J. C. Fisher, Esq., L. L.D., and the second
from that of the late Revd. Doctor Mills, chaplain to the forces, at
Quebec. The immortal name of WoLFE stands conspicuous and
alone in prominent letters of bronze, on the southern aspect of the
cenotaph, looking in the direction of Wolfe’s Cove, whence on land-

» Messrs. Hughes Heney, J. Leslie, Joseph Valois, Jos, Perrault,
Austin Cuvillier, J. M. Raymond, and F. A. Quesnel.
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ticularly in an address to his constituency, after

his reelection, expressed his disrespect to-

1507, wards him so pointedly, that it was thought next

to impossible that his excellency could feign
lZnor H‘xf't, or overlook the affront. It was pre-
sumed that, however disposed he were to dis-
rd any invective directed against himself
idu ily, he owed it to the position he oe-
ted of wpl‘mem:u}\'c of the sc reign, to
the insults offered him by the person
who had occupied the elevated post of speaker
to the assembly, and, by rejecting him on this
occasion from the speakership, preclude all
further intercourse with him in that capacity.

On the meeting (*»1‘ the assembly, Mr. Papi-

neau being chosen speaker, by a I.J:;c majority
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(41 to 5) over Mr.Vallieres, who, contrary to -hl:(_;;‘:
\\1 shes had been put in numnmuon, the house *xv
went up .u the time dlmonJILd Dy the governor 1\,-
for receiving the speaker elect, who, “with the
usual tlllﬂ.lll'l{.,, having am]ounc,cd that the
choice of the house had fallen upon him, was
informed by the speaker of the legislative
council, that his excellency the governor in
chief ¢ doth not approve of the choice the as-
sembly have made of a speaker, and in his Ma-
jesty’s name his excellency doth accordingly
now d -.dlum, and Lh%hd]« e the said choice.
Adding—*“ and it is his c\cd:cnu s pleasure
that you, gentlemen of the assembly, do forth-
with again ='¢ pair to the place where II.(, siftings
of the assembly are usually held, and there mz';'m
choice of another pe rson to be your speaker,
and that _\_uu present the person who shall be
so chosen to his excellency on Friday next,
(23d Nov.) at two o ‘clock, for his excellency’s
dI,pIUL-'lIIuﬂ.
The members having returned to the usual
place of sitting, the doors of the house were
thrown open, and ingress ’lllO\\ ed to the pub-
lic dmm; their deliberations on this important
matter.— Much excitement, as may be imagin- L
ed, prevailed. ()ns, a member of distinction,
maintained ¢ that the person administering the
sovernment could not, by his disallowance of
their choice of a <pcal cer, annul that choice—
that the allowance of their choice of speaker,
was a mere form—that he thought th house
competent to proceed to the uu'nth of busi-
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Chap, NESS, without the concurrence of the governor
xxvL ipn its choice.”—Another, ¢ that the house was
Tsor. competent, and business must now go on, un-

til a prorogation should take place.”—A third,
that ¢ it was important to ascertain the king’s
prerogative in the matter, and that he would
rather forfeit his life than interfere with it,”"—
that “ it was also equally important to ascertain
their own privileges, and that he would also
then as soon lose his life as forego them.” A
fourth proposed a series of resolutions on the
subject, which were postponed, however, until
the next day, and the house adjourned ina
feeling more easily to be imagined than ex-
pressed.

The members met in the forenoon of the en-
suing day, and after some discussion the fol-
lowing resolutions were adopted by a large
majority (39 to 4.)* In addition to these an

* Resolved, 1. That it is necessary for the discharge of the duties
imposed upon this house, viz: to give its advice to his majesty, in
the enactment of laws for the peace, welfare and good government
of the province, conformably to the act of the british parliament,
under which it is constituted and assembled, that its speaker bea
person of its free choice, independently of the will and pleasure of the
person entrusted by his Majesty, with the administration of the local
government for the time being.

2. That Louis Joseph Papineau, esquire, one of the members of
this house, who has served as speaker 1n six successive parliaments,
has been duly chosen by this houseto be its speaker in the present
parliament.

3. That the act of the british parliament under which this house
is constituted and assembled, does not require the approval of such
person so chosen as speaker, by the person administering the govern-
ment of the province in the name of his Majesty.

4. That the presenting of the person so elected as speaker, tothe
king’s representative for approval is founded on usage only, and that
such approval is and hath always been a matter of course.

5. That this house doth persist in its choice, and that the said Louis
Joseph Papineau, esquire, ought to be and is its speaker.
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[ the g address, in imitation of one to Charles the cuap.
the oug second on a similar occasion, was immedi- xxvr.
10W goo ately proposed and voted to his excellency, 15,
CE =4 stating with other matters,— that Mr. Papi-

neau had been duly elected and chosen
speaker in consideration of his great ability
and fitness, of which they had had experi-
ence duumr several parliaments, and had been
presented by them to his (‘\Celicncy as a
£20 then’ person worthy of their confidence, and who
solutions they conceived would be agreeable to his ex-
, how cellency ; for which reasons they humbly hop-
3 ed his e\cclltncx, after having considered the
old precedents, would be plmaed to remain
satisfied with their proceedings, and not de-
Emuu prive them of the services of the said Louis
ik Joseph Papineau, as their speaker, but that his
excellency would be ple%cd to give them a
favorable answer, suchas his MaJestw and his
royal predecessors had ever given to their
faithful commons in such case, in order that
they might be enabled to proceed, without fur-
ther delay, to the despatch of the important
and arduous affairs for which they were con-
voked, in which they hoped to give convincing !
proofs of their affection for the king’s service, "
and of their solicitude for the peace and wel-
fare of the province.” Five messengers were
named to carry up the address. One of these
gentlemen on going up to the castle of St.
Lewis, to ascertain when his excellency would
be pleased to receive them with the address,’
was informed, in answer, by the civil secre-
VOL. IIL N

ion t (e




». tary that neither address nor message relating
xxvL.¢o “an address would be received until the
T355 house had chosen its speaker. This being im-
nediately reported to the messengers they, in
yeder to acquit themselves of their charge,
srthwith went up together to the castle, and
squesting access to the governor, were there
\pon informed in the same terms as one of their
number already had been, of his excellency’s
jetermination, and they accordingly with-
These proceedings, of course, put
n end to the matter, and there being no
onger the least prospect of a compromise,

any arrangement that would admit of a
ion, in which the despatch of business
vould be attended to, his excellency issued on
:he same evening (23th Nov.) a proclamation
proroguing the parliament, and the members
wccordingly went home but little satisfied, it
may be supposed, at the result of their meeting.

A public meeting was soon after the proro-
satior held at Montreal, at which strong rego-
utions were adopted approving of the gover-
nor’s course, and an address was framed upon
them to his excellency. It was resolved * that
in the opinion of this meeting, his excellency
the governor in chief, under such tr
precedented circumstances, acted with a wis-
dom and firmness becoming his high character,
and with a proper regard to the rights and dig-
and the welfare of the inha-
bitants of this province, in asserting
jesty’s prerogative and in proroguing

ying and un-
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consistently adopt without compromising those
recognized rights, in the maintenance of which
the inhabitants of this province are very deeply
interested.—That it 1s proper and highly ex-
pedient that this meeting should vote an ad-
dress to his excellency the governor in chie
expressive of their heartfelt thanks to his excel-
lency for having so maintained unimpaired the
rights of the crown and the best interests of the
pgople, which are, and ought to be inseparably
connected.” The address, \uv numerously
signed, was soon after presented to the gover
nor in chief at Quebec.

The example of Montreal was followed by
meeting held at the exchange in Quebec, oi
merchants and others favorable to the governor
in chief. 1t was resolved as the opinion of
this meeting, * that the public conduct of the
person ¢ leucd speaker of the assembly at tne
late meeting of the p:mmuul parliament,
afforded sufficient grounds for the disallowance
of his election ; and that the exercise of that
office by him was incompatible with the good
understanding which ought to subsist 1 (,n veen
the assembly and the other branches of the legis-
lature. And furthermore, thathis excell ency be
solicited to make such representations to hi
Majesty’s government as will call for 1mmed:-
ate inquiry, in order that a remedy may be ap-
plied to the existing difficulties—and that an

vincial parliament, a measure which, whateverc
temporary inconvenience may arise from 1t,**""
was the only one which his Uicellmcy could g0

—
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chap.address founded upon the resolutions be pre-
xxvL ganted to his excellency,’

> which accordingly

was done.

Three Rivers, William Henry, Laprairie,
Chambly, St. Phillippe, Terrebonne, Drum-
mondville, Nicolet, Berthier, Shipton and the
eastern townships universally, New Glasgow,
part of the county of Effingham, and the inha-
bitants of Glengary in Upper Canada, and va-
rious other settlements presented addresses in
like manner. But the opposition and their ad-
herents were not less active and determined.
Meetings were held at Quebec and Montreal
about the same time, at which resolutions were
passed expressive of grievances, and a deter-
mination was adopted to petition the king and
parliament of the United Kingdom on the state
of affairs in Canada. Committees of manage-
ment were appointed to obtain signatures, and
to make the necessary collections for defray-
ing the expenses of sending delegates to Eng-
land with the representations and complaints
of the people against the governor in chief
personally, and his administration of the pro-
vincial government.

The acrimonious discussions in the public
prints, to which the events we are tracing gave
rise occasioned, at the following criminal as-
sises at Quebec, Montreal and Three Rivers,
several crown prosecutions for libels upon the
oovernor, which will be noticed in their turn.

The roman catholic clergy took no active
or apparent part in these demonstrations, either
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in support of, or in hostility to lord Dalhousie cua,
personally, discreetly professing a neutral po-**'*
licy, unwilling, it was said, to involve them- jg;.
selves in the political squabbles of the day; but
there can be little, if any doubt, that they par-
took of the feeling which actuated the univer-
sality of their compatriots of french origin ; at
least such at the time was the public belief.
The Rideau Canal was this summer com-
menced, as a work at the expense of the impe-
rial treasury, undertaken, it was said, at the
suggestion of the earl.of Dalhousie.* His ex-
cellency, on a visit to the Ottawa and Rideau, at
the beginning of October, laid the foundation
stone of the lowest lock of it, in Bytown, at
lt the entry of the Canal. A commissioner (Mr.
lom on Felton,) for the sale of crown lands in Lower
Canada, was appointed in December of the
present year, the government at home having
determined to discontinue the old system of free
grants of the waste lands, which had become
exceedingly abusive, having given rise to ex-
tensive monopolies in the various townships
of Lower Canada, as well as in the Upper Pro-
vince, highly prejudicial to settlers and to the
settlement of the country. The first publica- L
tion on this subject that appeared in the papers
bore date ¢ Executive Council Office, 18th
Decr., 1827,” explanatory of the new system.

* We find, however, in an answer from lord Dalhousie, fo an address
presented to him on this occasion, dated at Hull, (on the Ottawa,) 1st
October, 1827, by the inhabitants, the following passage, frankly
disclaiming the merit attributed to him in this matter :—* As 1
¢ the merit you would give me as originating these great operations
N 2
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The militia ceneral orders, at the end. of

o}

*¥VI- this chapter, previously alluded to, mention
———~
1827

some of those gentlemen whom, on account of
their agitation against the government, lord
Dalhousie deemed it necessary to deprive
of their commissions, with the causes thereof.
Sir James Kempt, his lordship’s successor,
however, reinstated them all in their rank,with
the view to pacify them, and conciliate the
country. Several of these gentlemen, never-
theless, subsequently renewed the excitement
which they had contributed at this period to
raise, and were active in the rebellions, and
some of them taken in arms were exiled.
These, however, were not enly afterwards par-
doned, permitted to return home and to enjoy
their civil rights, but some of them have been
appointed to even lucrative offices under the
crown as an indemnity, it would seem, for the
disappointment experienced in those rebel-
lions, or for the discomfort they may  have
suffered in consequence thereof ; while others
of the same school of politicians, more lucky
than their comrades, drew prizes in the poli-
tical lottery before the outbreak, and were
seated in high places, not excepting the judg-

‘“ T am not entitled to it. These are the well considered measures of
¢ his Majesty’s ministers. 1 only give effect to their views and gene-
“ yous policy towards the Canadas.” It may, with propriety, be
also here mentioned, that these durable and maonificent works on the
Cape of Quebec, known as the Citadel, including the walls, officers’
barracks, casemate-barracks and glacis, were constructed during lord
Dalhousie’s administration in Canada ; nor ought we to omit stating
that the Rideau canal was commenced, carried on and finished under
the superintendence of lieut.-col. John By of the royal engineers,
from whom Bytown takes its name.

[alse po

0 chare

subjectt
denogate
of the!

The
adopte

A moy
|
of the

members

ceedel
n favg
cleray,
act ay
adas,

tfing



N—
151

ment seat, on its occurrence. Such is the british ¢y,
government. Above 1esentment, but not always xxvx.
very consistent—towards its traducers for- T
giving even to weakness, if not to a vice—dis-
Lmdmg faithful and approved servants, to make
room for open and avowed enemies, in the
false policy of propitiating them. A policy
too characteristic of the government in Cana-
da—subversive of the pubhc confidence, and
subjecting it the imputation of faithlessnes,—
derogatory, in fact, to the honor and integrity

of the british character.

The inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal,
adopted at public meetings, shortly before the
late assembling of the ietrlsiatum resolutions
C\pl("?:ﬂ.(, Oi their d(“‘IFC to bC JHCOIPOFQ" d,
that they might thereby be enabled to provide
for their own municipal government, which had
heretofore been under such magistrates ap-
pointed by the crown, as resided in those
cities.

A movement was made towards the close
of the present year, by the ministers and
members of the Presbyterian churches, in
Montreal and Quebec, towards obtaining a _
participation in the protestant clergy reserves. b
Their application to the home government suc
ceeded, the judges in England pronouncing
in favour of the presbyterian, as a protestant
clergy, within the meaning of the constitutional
act authorizing the clergy reserves in the Ca-
nadas. As their proceedings may be inter-
esting to members of the kirk of Scotland, we
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Chap. record them and the names of those who par-
VL ticipated therein.
T

1827. | B 5
meeting of the general commit
the city of Mont
1 December, it was resolved,
1.¢ That inasn h as the pres] yterians I sid in Upper and Low-
r Canada, form a numerous and respectable 1 and inasmuch as
rge prop 1 of the protestant er 3 ly arriving in these |
inces from Scotland, Ir 1d, and the Unitec tes of America,
1ed tothe presbyterian faith, wor-
ship and. church gove It is a matter of the deej
that no effectual proy S been made for the relig
d for preserving the moral habits of this numerous and rap
1g portion ol our poy
2. ¢ That the want of p
operates as a great discour

3

are of that perst

tion, @

1ers of their own persuasion,
ement to the presbyterian settlers, who,
from the inevitable difficulties of their situation, 1able to pro-
vide means for the support of ti eir churches or schools, without aid
f sovernment; in consequence of this, notonly is incalculable
iniury done to these colonies in a moral and religious point of view,
but 