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IT was originally my intention that this compilation 
should consist of only threc volumes, but hcre, ho\Y
ever, is the fourth, which, notwithstanding cv cry desire 
to compresR the who1e matter into the smallest pos
sible space and to close the unclertaking, only reaches 
to the autnmn of 1837, including the affairs of St. 
Denis, St, Charles, and Moore's Corner, extinguish
ing the Rebellion, of that year, South of the St. Law
rence. That of St. Eustache, with its incidents, and 
the eYents of the three following y cars, with a copi
ous Appendix of very intcresting papcrs, for the mosL 
part not hitherto published, will constitutc the fifth 
and final volume. The numbcr and length of the 
Yarious parliamcntary, official, and othcr public docu
ments and records, nccessary to the rigl;lt and full ~ 
understanding of affairs, and which, as such, cou1d 
not with propriety be omittcd, have distended thP 
work to its present oYcrgrown bulk. I am very 
sensible that the pcrusal of a large portion of it will 
be found dry and he avy, if not absolu tel y a pcnance, 
to the reader who will have the courage to under
take it, and consequently little relished by most 
readers, particularly those already acquainted with 
the matters rclated. But it is to be remembered 
always, that the principal object of this work is 
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Chap. THERE was now in petitions and complaints from 
~Canada to the government at home. matter. to en-

1834. ga(J'e aO'ain the attention of the Impenal Parhament, 
0 0 h . . .l' d and to it, accordingly, t e petltwns were rere~rc . 
On the 15th April, :1\Ir. Rocbuck movcd In the 

House of Commons for" the appointment of a com
mittee to enquire into the means of remedying the 
evils which exist in the form of the government 
now existing in Upper and Lower Canada." This 
however, he withdrew, on a motion in amendment 
by ~Ir. Stanley, the Colonial 1\Iinister, for " a select 
committee to enquire into and report to the House 
how far the grievances complained of in the year 
1828, on the part of certain inhabitants of Lower 
Canada have been redressed, and the recommenda
tions of the committee of this House which sat there
upon have been complied with on the part of His 
Majesty's Government; and to inquire into the mat
ter of certain other grievances not then brought 
under the consideration of this House, but now set 
forth in resolutions of the House of Assembly of 
Lower Canada in the present session, and to report 
their opinion thereon to the House." 

Mr. Secretary Stanley, in han ding in to the 
Speaker the names of th ose whom he intended should 
constitute his committee, observed that he had in
cluded the names of the gentlemen who, being mem
bers of the House in 1828, had been of the Canada 
Committee... Mr. Hume's name having been included, 
he begged it I?Ïght be withdrawn, being already on 
several commlttees requiring his whole attention 
and his request was granted. * To this committe~ 

* The committ~e consisted of: Mr. Secretary Stanley, Mr. Roe
buck, Mr. F. Lewis, Mr. W. Wynne, Mr. E. Dennison, Mr. Lock, 
Mr. Fazakerly, Lord ~andon, Mr. L:;tbouchere, Sir J. Graham, Mr. 
Goulb':rn, Lord HoW!c~, Mr. A. B::mng, Mr. Ellice, Mr. E. Stewart, 
M~·· Ohphant, Mr. Robmson, Mr. O'Connell, Mr. R. Grant, Sir M. 
R1dley, Mr. B. Carter, Sir H. Ha1·dinge, Mr. H. L. Bulwer, Mr. 



lts from 
r to en· 
·liament, 
ferred. 
i in the 
' a COill· 

ying the 
·ernment 
1" This 

~
dment 
select 

• House 
he year 

[ 
Lower 

men da· 
t there· 
r of His 
pe mat· 
brought 
o.ow set 
nbly of 
report 

to the 
[ should 
had in· 
~mem· 

Canada 
lc!uded, 
eady on 

nrion, 
mittee 

3 

the various petitions and documents relating to Ca- Chap. 
nad.ian grievances were referred. They accordingly xxxv. 
went to work with the same attention and assiduity ~ 
that had characteriscd the former committee, exa
mining severa! pcrsons then in England from Canada, 
calling also for the official correspondence between 
the home and colonial governments. After an at
tentive investigation, the committee reported on the 
3d of July, as follows :-

"The select cornmittee have, pursuant to the order 
of the House, examined the matters to them referred 
and agreed to the following report :-

" Your committee have taken into their senous 
consideration the matters referred to them on the 
subject of the affairs of Lower Canada. 

" Y our committee have examined severa! witnesses 
on these matters. They have also considered atten
tively the despatches and letters which have passed 
between the Colonial Office and the Governor of the 
Province since the year 1828, which correspondence 
has been laid before them without the least reserve. 

" Y our committee considered it the ir duty to de
clare their opinion, that a most earnest anxiety has ex
isted on the part of the home government to carry into 
execution the suggestions of the select committee of 
1828; and that the endeavours of the government 
to that end have been unremitting, and guided by 
the desire, in ali cases, to promote the interests of 
the colon y ; and your committee have observed with 
much satisfaction, that in several important particu
lars their endeavours have been successful. It is, 
however, with deep regret that your committee per
ceive that in others they have not been attended 
with that snccess which might have been antici
pated; heats and animosities having unfortunately 

W arre, Sir C. Grey, :Mr. Warburton, Mr. P. Stewart, and Mr. 
Romilly. Power to send for persons, papers and records: five to 
be the quorum. 
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Chap. arisen, and differences cont.inuing .to JH'evail between 
xxxv. the branches of the Colomal Leg1~llature, as well as 
~ bct\ ·ecn the Ilonse of Assemhl.v and His 1\Iajesty'-; 

govcrnmcnt; thosc unhappy diff.~renccs appcar to 
your conunittcc no les~ calculated to checl: the pro
grcss of improvemcnt ~n one of the most unpo~·t~nt 
of our colonial possessiOns, than to effect most ll1JU

riously the intcrest of the British empire. 
" Y our committec bel1evc that they will best dis

charge their dnty by withholdit1g any~further opinion 
on the points still in d1spntc. 

" It has app2arc l to them that sorne mutnal mis
conceptions have prevailcd, a ml wh en :rour com
mittee consider the cxtreme importance that a per
fect reconciliation of thesc diftcrences shonld take 
place, they express their carnest hope that these 
misconccptions being removcd, many of the present 
difliculties will no longer exist, or will be amicably 
adjnstcd. 

" Yonr committcc arc also induccd to takc this 
course, by their persum;jon that the pra ·tical meu
sures for the future administration of Lower Canada 
may best be left to the mature consideration of the 
governmcnt, responsible for thcir adoption and exe
cution. 

" Y our committcc arc of opinion that it would not 
he expedient to apply for power to lay bcforc the 
Ilonse the evidence of the witnesses cxamincd, or the 
documents which have bcen laid bcfore them." 

In the meantime, the spirit abroad correspondcd 
to that in the Asscmbly, notvi'Ïthstanclinc~ the opinion 
to the contrary expressed by Lord Aylmcr at the 
prorogation. The French press and the Vimlicator 
an English paper at 1\Iontrcal, co-operating with it: 
assnmcd a mc1 acinœ and rcvolutionary tone alarm-. h n ' mg to t ~ whole Britisl~ population of the Province, 
who, seemg ~~e Canad1ans of French origin evcry
where orgamsmg themselves for purposes evidently 
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hostile to the government, bcgan to think it time to Chap. 
bcstir and place thcmselvcs in an attitude suitcd to xxxv. 

the approaching crisis. A loyal aùdrcss to the ~ 
King, very numerously signcd, was prcparcd at J\Ion-
treal. This was fonvarded throngh Lord A)·lmcr, 
on whom a deputation of inhabitants of that city 
:vaitcd, with an addrcss requcsting him to transmit 
it : ""\V c have becn deputed," said they, "on the 
part of a large portion of the inhabitants of Montreal 
and its vicinity, to present to your lordship thcir 
petition to His l\fajcsty in opposition to the spirit 
and tendcncy of the ninety-two resolutions adoptcd 
hy a majority of the flouse of Assembly, and respcct
fully to rcguest that yon will be plcased to cause 
the same to be laid at the foot of the Throne. 

'' "\V e bcg to assure Y our Excellcncy, from our own 
knowlcdge with respect to the town, and the decla
rations of respectable individuals in the country, and 
from othcr tcstimonials, that the signatures affixed 
to this petition are those of persons of respectability, 
and almost, \vithout exception, of mature age-in 
corroboration of which wc beg leavc to rcfer Y our 
Excellcncy to one shect, containing npwards of four 
hundrcd signatures of French Oanadians, ccrtificd 
by a public Ï1otary to be thosc of so many landholdcrs 
in the parish of St. :1\Iartin alonc. 

" Thosc whom wc have the honor to rcpresent 
have throughout disdained the subterfuges and arti
fiees by which the opposite party arc swclling the 
signatures to thcir pctjtion in approbation of the 
nincty-two rcsolntions, by snbscribing the names of 
infants, and of adults, mislcd into the bclief that 
they werc mcrcly si;nin~ a declaration of their satis
faction with thcir present condition. 

'' "\Y e fe cl assurcd that Y our Exccllcncy will be gra
tificd to learn that so large a portion of the respec
table part of the community have, in so many sec
tions of the country, rc-echoed the sentiments of 



Cha p. Y our Excellency in :regard to the resolutions in 
xxxv, question. 
~ '' W e bcg that Y our Excellency w111 be pleased to 

accept the assurances of our profound respect and 
consideration." To this he replied: 

" Gentlemen,-The numbers, but more especially 
the respectability of the individuals who are sub
scribers to the Address to the King, which you have 
placed in my bands, inve~tit with a character of im
portance,which affords me an opportunity of depart
ing in sorne degree from the brief form of answer 
usual on similar occasions, in making a few observa
tions upon topics of much local interest at the pre
sent moment, and I am the more desirons of avail
ing myself of this opportunity of doing so, because 
of the restraints imposed upon the head of the 
Executive Government by his official situation, 
which, by circumscribing the occasions wherein he 
can make known his own views of the affairs of the 
Province, expose his public acts to daily misrepre
sentation. 

" In the first place I will say a few words regard
ing the complaints which have been so frequently 
nrged upon the consideration of His l\1ajesty's 
Government, of the partial and unjust distribution 
(as it is alleged) of the honors and employments at 
the disposai of the Orown, in favor of one particular 
class of His Majesty's subjects in this Province. I 
am persuaded that the ground of these complaints, 
and the mode by which its re moval is sought for, 
(admitting for a moment its existence.) have not 
been duly considered. / 

" If it be desirable that a rule should be establish
ed fo~ distributing the honors and employmcnts at 
the d1sposal of the Orown amono-st the Kino-'s snb
jects in this Province, of differe~t orie:in a~cordinO' 

h . l . v ' 0 to t e1r re atlve numbers, it becomes a matter for 
consideration in what manner this object is to be 

~~ 
1 

wl 



ns in 

nsed to 
ct and 

~cially 
e sub
u have 
lofim
epart
nswer 
serra
e pre· 
aïail

~cause 

If the 
ation, 
lin he 
~f the 
epre· 

lard
mtly 

~
~y's 
twn 
s at 
ular 

I 

h· 
at 

Jb· 
JJg 
ür 
Je 

7 

accomplished. Is it proposed to separate and divide Chap. 
into classes, the inhabitants of English, French, xxxv. 

Scotch, Irish and American birth or origin, and in~ 
like manner to parcel out into shares proportioned 
to their respective numbers, all those honors and 
employments, assigning to each class its due propor-
tion ?-oris it proposed that successively as employ
ments in the various departments of the Adminis
tration become disposable, they shall be conferred on 
individuals of the several classes in rotation, thereby 
establishing a species of lottery of the favors and 
distinctions of Government? 

'' In giving effect to the principle of distribution 
above mentioned, the necessary calculations for 
ascertaining the numbers in each class must undergo 
frequent revisions, with reference to the constant 
changes going forward in the component parts of the 
population of the Province, from the effects of emi
gration and other circumstances.-These, and other 
details, would inevitably give rise to further corn
plaints and jealousies ; but what is more than ali to 
be deprecated,the principle above mentioned direct
ly tends to kcep alive, and perpetuate those very 
distinctions of national origin which have been com
plained of, and of which the traces cannot, for the 
tranquillity and prosperity of the Province, be too 
speedily or too effectually obliterated. 

" It is not in the light in which I have placed 
this subject that I understand the liberal intentions 
of His lVIajesty's Government ; but rather, that the 
most rigid impartiality shall be observe cl in distribut
ing the honors and employments at the disposai of 
the Crown, and, that without reference to national 
origin, he who shall be considered the best qualified 
for employment, or the most deserving of honors 
shall be the individual preferred. 

'' This, as I urrderstand it, is the principle upon 
wnich it is intended that His Majesty's Represen-
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Chap. tativc in the Province shon]d govern his procec~ings, 
x. "· -n d.ep:.1rture from it in favor of any part1cular 
~ela~.:> can alonc cons~itute a just ground of com

plnint ~.nd c:ln rcasonably be nrged m any quarter. 
" In connexion with \vhat has just been observed 

.i 1 rcganl to national origin, I cannot for be ar taking 
notice in this p1ace, of the practice of a certain party 
in t 11C Province uf readily applying the name of 
C::madian to the descendants of individuals of any, 
no matter wh,lt foreign nation, establishcd herc ; 
'\Yhi:st the na.ne of foreigncr appears to be by them. 
exclu3ivcly rescrved for Hi~ iliajcsty's subjects born 
in the Gnite-l :Gngdom, and their descendants. 

'~ 'ro be addre!':'sed as a foreigner, whilst treading 
th soil of a Tiritish Colony, must indecd sound 
strangcly in the cars of Englishmen. In this Pro
vince p2rhaps, the misapp1ication of the term may 
b2 ascrib~d in most instances to the circnmstance of 
th~ rn tjor'ty of th2 actual inhabitants bcing of a 
di~Y..:!rCt1t ori6in; bnt whcrc,·er it shall clear1y and 
ma.1ife tly app2ar to be the 1·esult of prejudice and 
1)')htic·tl ho:tility, thosc -.:.vho so make use of the 
t?rm ~.10uld be emphatically told, that in evcry 
q·1a.·ter of the g-lobe wherc the British :flag waves 
ove~· his head, an E 1glishman is ahvays at home. 

" Lnf.>rtnnatcly for th truc intercsts of this Pro
,·incc the effi)rts of the party to which I have alludcd 
hav'"' becn but too succcssfi.ll in imposing upon the 
good faith of a large proportion. I fe cl a ~sured, 
ho wc ver, that a full exposure of the ir artificets is at 
hand, and that a light is rapidly brca.·inœ in upon 
the mit1'ls of those who have been so 

0
deceived, 

which will enable them to distinguish between their 
fl.'iends and their cnemies-thcy will thcn discover 
among t other thinœs the cxtent to which their con
Ildence has becn abuscd ; and that whilst enconr
arrement to interfere in the internai affairs of the 
Province, incompatible with the allegiance duc to 

ra 
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His 1\Jajcsty by his Canad]an subjcct·, has been held Ohap. 

out in thcir nmnc to a nci~hbori'n~ foreign nation,~ 
vhcre that encouragement h::v hccn rcgardcd only 1834. 

with minglcd scorn and dCI·i~'ion, representations 
haYe bcen cmwcycd to the l\Iothcr Conntry eminent-
lv calenlatcd to crcatc doubt in the mind of thosc 
'~·ho arc nnacquaintcd with the truc charactcr of the 
Canadian:s, of thcir Ioyalty and good sen c. 

" It is for them, the Canadians, of cvcry class 
and origin, to protcct their clwractcr as British snb
jcts by mc ans within tbcir o1vn rea ch, against the 
imputations to \Vhich it has bccn cxposcd in foreign 
nations, and at the scat of the British Empire, by 
those who pretend to be the organs of thcir senti
ments. For mysclf, I think it ncccssary here to 
observe that I have attentivcly \Yatchcd the head
long course pursned by the party to which I have 
just alludcd. I conid entcrtain no doubt as to its 
object ; but confidcntly relying npon the tricd 
loyalty of His l\Iajesty's Canadian subjccts, I ab
stained from making any attcmpt to arrest its pro
grcss, in the finn conviction, dcrived from the know
lcdgc I bad acqnircd of that party, that if lcft to 
thcmsclves, thcir own acts would sooner or later 
sink them to their true level of insignificance, from 
which a cor'1bination of fortuitous circnm;:;tanccs had 
raised them for a time, and to which they arc now 
rapidly descending. 

'' In giving cffcct to my own views on this suh
ject, I hase had many difficnltics to encountcr. 
~Iy public charactcr and condnct hase hecn a ~sail cd 
on all sidcs, and '·ith every variety of insult that 
lano-nage cnn convcy-from vulgar, low-brcd im
pertinence, to the grossest and most virulent invec
tive ; but hithcrto without having produced the 
slightest de'-'Ïation from the cour"e I prcscribed to 
myself at the commencement of my administration 
of the govcrnment of this Province; and I will now 
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1 1 • • 
Chap. venture to affirm, that at the close of t Jat 8ümmis-
xxxv. tration come when it may I shalJ be found as free 

' ' ~;z from the influence of I?arty spirit, as when I first 
landed on the shores of Canada. 

" I must again advert to the departure from or
dinary forms into which I have suffered myself to 
be drawn upon the present occasion. I am far from 
heinO' disposed to establish it as a precedent; but 
on the contrary, I desire it may be understood ~nly 
as the consequence of the cxtraordinary state mto 
which the affairs of the Province huve been thrown 
by recent events. 

" I will now conclude by assnring you that I shall 
have much satisfaction in complying with your 
desire, by transmitting your address to the King, to 
His l\Œajesty's Principal Secretury of State for the 
Colonial Department, for the purpose of being laid 
at the foot of the Throne." 

Addresses from Quebec wcre in like manner for
wardcd to the King, expressive of loyalty and attach
mcnt to His 1-Iajesty's person 2nd government. In 
Montreal, an organisation took place pursuant to the 
ninety-two resolutions. A central and permanent 
committee of delegates from different parts of the 
district satin that city on the 4th Septemher, a re
port of the proceedings whereof~ headcd, " TnE CoN
YENTIOK," was published jmmediately aftcr in the 
Vindicator, as follows :-

" Yesterday, according to notice previously given 
in the public papers, the genera] and permanent 
Committee of the District of 1Iontn'al assembled in 
thi~ city, to consider the severa] important matters 
wh1ch occurred connected \vith the political aftairs of 
this Province sin ce the ir last meeting in J uly. 

" T~1e quantity of business, therefore, before the 
Commlttee \Yas more , tlwn usually great, and the 
attendan~e was unusua1ly full. At an early hour the 
sevcral Delegates from the different parts of the 

ea 
th 
p~ 

tb 
bet 

grie 
fro 
doe 
or 
ace 
exi 
gril 
ast 
acts 



ninis
s free 
[ first 

rn or
elf to 
·from 
; but 

~ only 
1 into 
1'0\\U 

shall 
Y our 
g, to 

the 
laid 

for
ach

In 
the 

1ent 
the 
re

ox
the 

rea 
.nt 

11 

district made their appearance in town. At twelve Chap. 
o' dock the meeting was organized, and 

JosEPH RoY, Esq., President, took the Chair. 
Lours CouRSOLLES, Esq., Delegate from the County 

of Two· Mountains, Vice-President. 
O. Ov. PERRAULT, } S t . 
D O'C ecre anes. R. ALLAGllAN, 

"On motion of J. N. Cardinal, Esq., Delegate for 
Laprairie County, seconded by Mr. Vincent, Lon
gueuil, it was 

" lst. Resolved, That this meeting having taken 
the Report of the Committee of the House of Corn
mons, of the 3rd July last, on the affairs of this Pro
vince, into mature consideration, are of opinion, that 
although that document has been drawn up in a 
vague and general style, yet they hope for Reform, 
inasmuch as it seems to have been agreed to by the 
Committee under a kno"\vledge of the liberal policy 
entertained and professed by Mr. Spring Ri ce ; and 
because the Committee considercd it of extreme im
portance that a pcrfect reconciliation of existing dif
ferences should take place, and expressed their 
earnest hope that the misconceptions occasioning 
them may be removed under the mature care of the 
present Colonial Secretary, the responsible officer for 
the adoption of practical measures for the future 
better government of this Province, 

" On motion of the same, seconded by Dr. Valois : 
'' 2nd. R esolved, That inasmuch as the varions 

grievances of which the country complains arise 
from an imperfect and vicions Colonial system which 
does not afford an y me ans within itself of preventing 
or checking political abuses, or of bringing to an 
account and punishing public delinquents, there 
exists no guarantce against the recurrence o.f those 
grievances unless the said system be so far modified 
as to render the local authorities responsible for their 
acts to the people of this Province, and by the ex-

xxxv. 
~ 

1834. 
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Chap. te 1sion of Elective Institutions fnrn~sh the coun~ry 
xxxY. ~vith the mean::; of peaeeably removm~ ~·om ?ffice 
~- such of th~ Le~islc. ti ·c ;: nd .othcr functwnanes as 

may have justly forfe ited pubhc confidence. 
" On motion of tl .... same, seconded by Dr. I_Ja-

cro x: 
'' 3r l. R {)solced, Th ref(>n~, thnt however wcll in-

d i t...! l to co 1fide in the proD'ssions of the pre 'cnt 
t>2c~·e~ary of 'tate for. the Colonies? (to 'vhi~h con
fLL' .. lCC h is to a ccr · am degree cnt1 tlcd by lns carly 
abandonme11t of I\Ir. ~tan ley'· threatened usurpation 
of the ri Yllt in the Briti ·h Parliamcnt to tax the 
Colonies, 

0

and by the advices which the Commit~ee 
hav2 reccived from l\Ie srs. Roebuck, Viger, :.Monn, 
and other friends of this country), y et this meeting 
cannot hone:stly perform the duty it owes its consti
tuents without frankly and publiely declaring that no 
mcasure of reform can produce permanent satisfac
tion, nor remove the existing " misconceptions " and 
" difficulties " unless it is based upon the reeommen
dation contained in the p 2tition of the House of 
Assembly, lately presented to the I-lonse ofCommons, 
praying for an extension of the Elective principle in 
the Government of this Province. 

" On motion of the same, seconded by - Masson, 
Esquire : 

" 4th. Resolved, That this meeting learns with 
feelings of profound regret and disappointment that 
the Committee did not consider it expedient to lay 
before the House of Commons, the evidence of the 
witnes es examined, or the documents which have 
been placed bcfore them, as publicity is the greatest 
~f n?t the _only security to a distant people, again t 
1~1tngues, JObs, abuse o~ power and misreprcsenta
tlons on the part of the1r colonial rulers frequent! y 
sent for the purpose of repairing their broken for 
tunes, and who, in a spirit of animosity have often 
been known to have prejudiced His lviajesty's Govern-

81 
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ment against the inhabitants of the Colonies ; and Chap. 
that in the present instance in particular, \vhen an xxxv . 

almost unanimous people accused the Provincial Ad-~ 
ministration of high crimes, it was due both to ac~ 
cusers and accused that the evidence and documents 
aforesaid should not be suppressed. 

~' It was then announced to the Committee that 
advices had been received since the last meeting 
conveying the intelligence that the Royal sanction 
has been given to the bill incorporating the British 
Land Company, ·whereupon 1\Ir. Girod, one of the 
Delegates fi·om the County of Verchères, came for
ward and statcd that he had prepared a series of 
resolutions condemnatory of the alienation of the 
public property of this Province to a company of 
foreign speculators, without the consent, and against 
the will of the people, whose propcrty the lands in 
question were, and that he would submit the same 
with the permission of the meeting. 

" The Resolutions referred to wcrc thcn read one 
by one, and severally adopted unanimously. They 
are as follow :-

" 1st. Resolvecl, That the Committee whilst per
sisting in the resolutions which it adopted in its 
meeting of the second of J uly last relative to the 
passing of the act incorporating the Land Company, 
seizes this opportunity of expressing its decp regret 
that the said bill has received the Royal sanction. 

" 2nd. Resolved, That this meeting cannot con
sider the interference of the Imperial Parliament in 
the local affairs of this country, and in matters within 
the jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature, other
wise than as a violation of the Constitutional rights 
of the people of this country and of the promises 
made by the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Go
derich, formerly Secretary for the Colonies, in his 
despatch of July, 1831. 

" 3rd. Resolved, That this violation of the promises 
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Chap. and enO'aO'ements of the Colonial Office towards this 
xxxv. country5a~d the House of Assembly is, in the opinion 
~of this meeting, the more flagrant, the more oppres

sive, and exhibit the greater contempt for the peop~e 
of this Province and their Legislature, inasmuch as It 
was committed against the will and desi~e of the 
inhabitants of this country, expressly man1fested by 
resolutions unanimously passed by their Represen
tatives in the Session of 1832-resolutions which 
have since been renewed in the last session of the 
Provincial Parliament, and supported by the people 
in their petitions to the Imperial Parliament. 

" 4th. ResoZ.ved, That independent of other acts, 
which have rendered the Administration of Mr. 
Secretary Stanley deservedly odious to the peo
ple of this Province, the approbation which he has 
given to the passing of the Land Company Bill, the 
favor which he has shewn towards those who soli
cited it-the open protection which he has given to 
those who, to avoid ail opposition to their projects, 
have effected the passing of the said law secrctly and 
clandestinely, suffice to impress upon that adminis
tration an indelible stain, and affix thereto the seal of 
reprobation. 

" 5th. Resolvecl, That this meeting confidently de
mands from the liberal views of the new Colonial 
Secretary, and the opinions which he has recently 
exprcssed on an analogous subject, that he will ob
tain from the Imperial Parliament the repeal of so 
much of the aforesaid act as concerns Lower Canada, 
and thereby remove one of the sources of discontent 
most poignantly and most generally felt, and which 
has been created throughout this Province by the 
impudent temerity of his predccessor. 

" 6th. Resolvecl, That whilst confidently awaitinO' 
this act of justice, this meeting invites the elector~ 
of the different counties to exact from those who 
may offer to re present them, a formai pledge that 
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they will use all their efforts to oppose by all legiti- Chap. 
mate means the operations of the aforesaid Land xxxv. 
Company, and that they will not cease thcir exertions ~ 
until they shall have obtained the repeal of the act 
of the Imperial Parliament by virtue of which it has 
been incorporated, so far as Lower Canada is con
cerned. 

"7th. R esolved, That this meeting regards as NULL 
the title obtained by the said Land Company, and 
invites the Provincial Legislature at its next session 
to declare such nuüificati.on and to adopt every other 
means in their power which their wisdom may sug
gest to protect the people of this country against 
this invasion of their rights a:s long as it may con
tinue. 

"8th. Resolved, That the inhabitants of this Province 
are morcover carnestly invitcd to use all legitimate 
means at their disposal to arrest the progress of the 
prevailing system of speculation and monopoly, 
whereby covctous and privileged share-holders, by 
virtue of legjslatiYe provisions, pretend to sell by 
auction and to dispose of for purposes of trade, con
siderable extents of land the most easy of access, and 
the most susceptible of early scttlement by the youth 
of the country, from the approach to which they have 
been hitherto shut out by the partial distribution of 
the samc in favour of a certain class of persons, which 
has been pursued with systematic perseverance until 
completed by the passation by the Imp~rial Parlia
ment of the recent act nmv allnded to. 

" Ordaerl, Thnt copies of the above resolutions be 
transmitted to the Right Hon. the Secretary for the 
Colonies and to :Messrs. Viger, :\Ioriu and H.oebuck. 

'' The system of nomination to office pursued by 
His Excellcncy, the present Govcrnor in Chief, was 
next brought undcr the consideration of the Con
vention , togcthcr with the recent appointment of 
Samuel Gale, Esquire , to the Ben ch of this district, 
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Chap. on ·which snbjcct the Oommittce passee~ unanimont:~ly 
xxxv. the fol1owing Hc~olutions, cach of 'vluch ,,-e ·e ùnly 
~ proposcd and sccondcd. 

" lst. llesolced, l'hat for a series of. ~cars, the 
people of this country have both by petltJOn to the 
Imperial Padiamcnt, and throngh the1r representa
tives, complaine~l of th~ part.1ality oh~erv.ed ~>y the. 
Executive of t.lus Provmcc m the d1stnbntwn of 
scveral places of honor and profit in the gift of the 
Orown, fi·om which Ilis ~Iajcsty'ti suhjccts of French 
origin h::lYc been systemntically and nnjnstly exeluded, 
and which have, in most instances, been hestm-rccl 
on other classes, and cspecially on those who hy pro
pcrty or othcrwit-ïe u:rc }cast com1cctc'l \Vith the in
terests of the country, and who have on ali occasions 
becn most violently opposcù to the rights and libcrtics 
of the people. 

"2nù. llr'solced, That after having thns frequently 
complained, it pleased His ~fajesty at length to take 
the subject into consideration, as appears from a 
despatch from Lord Visconnt Goderich the then 
Colonial Sccretary, datcd 7th J uly, 1831, in which 
the people of this ProYiuce received the assurance of 
His :Majesty's GoYermoent, that" if it could be she\Y:n 
" that the patronage of the Orown had been e .. <"cr
" cised npon uarrow and exclusive principlcs 
" h ' t ey could not be too soon disavov:cd and abandon-
" ed ; cspecially if it \Yere truc that the fL·cd popu
" lation of the (;olony hacl not enjoyed a full partici
'' pation in ail the public emp1oymcnts,and the conntrv 
"should he assurcd that His l\I·ljcstv cannot de ir~ 
" that such odious distinctions should~ be systernatie-
" ally maintained. ~ 

"'3rd. Rcsoloed, That notwithstandino· the aboYe 
assurances, the p~ople of thi.s country a~e at present 
undcr the necessity of a()'am complaininœ that the 

. . 0 0 
same systcma~IC, partial and unjnst exclusion from 
office has contmned to be followed up by His Excel-
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lency :Matthew Lord Aylmer, the present Govcrnor Chap. 
in Chief, \vho since his appointment to office has xxxv. 
called to several situations of profit in the civil de- ~;z 
partments thirteen or more persons, besicles a great 
many in the Cnstoms, of all of whom only tllree are 
Canadians of French origin. 

"4th . . Resolued, That notwithstanding the assur
ances of His ~Iajesty's Governm.ent above alluded to, 
IIis Excellcncy Lord Aylmer has moreovcr selected 
for the J udicial departments, in both the higher and 
lower Courts of this Province, violent partizans as 
instanced in his la te nomination of the mnjor part of 
the Commissioners for the summary trial of small 
causes in the country parts ; on which occasion, 
contrary to the spirit of the law, and to the former 
practice of himself and his predecessor, he has ex
cluded from such office several persons recommendecl 
to him by the proprietors who had calleù for the es
tablishment of snch Commissioners' Courts, (which 
pcrsons had already filled such offices with advant
age to the public and hon or to themselves,) and ap
pointed others who had no other recommendation 
than their known subserviency to His Excellency' s 
politieal bias, and hostility to the opinions of the 
mass of the people. 

" 5th. Resolued, That the recent app intment of 
Samuel Gale, Esquire, to a scat on the ..Beneh of this 
district is another particularly obnoxious instance 
of the violation of His ~Iajesty's gracions a~surance 
c:mtained in the aforesaid despatch, and of the whole 
spirit of both the Canada Reports, and of the pledges 
of the Colonial Office, and nnaccountably \vell 
calculated to continue those animositics and miscon
ccptions lately recommended to be remo\ cd, inasmuch 
as the said Samuel Gale was throughout a notorious 
political snppor.er of the bad administration against 
vhich the people this of Province did, in 1827, suc

cessfully complain ; to oppose which complaints, and 
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Chap. to support which obnoxious administration, the said 
xxxv. Samuel Gale was deputed to England, where he 
~ evinced in his evidence before the Committee of the 

· IIouse of Commons the most violent and unfounded 
prejudices against the lang?age of the I?eople of this 
country and their laws, wh1ch laws he IS no:v ?alled 
to administer, to the great injury of the maJonty of 
His Nfajesty's subjects in this district, who, a~ter the 
declarations on his part contained in that evidence, 
cannat have any confidence in such a man as a 
judge. 

" 6th. Resolved, That by the aforesaid nomina
tions, and the repeated violations of the assurances 
contained in the despatch above referred to, which 
were based on the Report of the Canada Committee 
of 1828, and especially by the recent appointment of 
the said Samuel Gale to the Bench, in manifest con
tradiction with the terms and spirit of the Report of 
the Canada Committee of 1834, the confidence of His 
l\Iajesty's subjects in the sincerity of the professions 
ofHis Majesty's Government is very much disturbecl 
-His Excellency Lord Aylmer having identified 
thereby his administration with that of the wicked 
and tyrannical Earl of Dalhousie, and afforded, if 
su ch were necessary, further proof of His Excellency' s 
utter incapacity to govern impartially, and of his 
having forfeited anew all claim to the respect and 
confidence of His Majesty's subjects in this Province. 

'' Ordered, That copies of the above Resolutions 
be transmitted to the Right Honorable the Colonial 
Secretary, and Messrs. Viger, :Morin and Roebuck. 

A committee similar to that at l\Œontreal was also 
formed at Quebec, under the style of" the Constitu
tional Committee of Que bec." 

The P~ovincial Parliament having reached its term 
and exp1red, the general election took place in Oc
tob~~ and November. The movement party in op
positiOn to the government were every where suc .. 
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cessful, except in the Eastern Townships, and partially Cha p. 

so there. In Quebec and Montreal the elections were xxxv. 

warmly contested, but the mercantile (British) in-~ 
terests were unsuccessful. l\Ir. Neilson, who had 
long been a prominent and skilfulleader of the party 
now grown unruly and impatient of his advice, was 
rejected by the County of Quebec, which he had re
presented for many years, as was also l\1r. Andrew 
Stuart, by a majority of the electors in the city. In 
the party spirit that now prevailed, no man of British 
name or descent, unless absolutely devoted to the 
ruling party, and ready to go all lengths with it, 
whatsoever may have been his former services to the 
country, had the lcast chance of being returned to the 
Assembly. Mr. Papineau, after a very hard contest 
for the west ward of :Montreal, was (unduly it was 
said) declared, by the returning officer, elected. This 
functionary finding it, as he pretended, impossible to 
continue the election with security to himself or the 
" citizens electors," thought it his duty to terminate 
the election before, as was alleged, the whole of the 
votes, though at hand, were polled. He therefore 
proclaimed as duly elected torepresent in Provincial 
parliament the West \V ard of the City of Montreal, 
"the citizen Louis Papineau" and Robert Nelson, 
by posting up a proclamation to that effect. * Mr. 
Papineau would very probably have been returned 
unanimously, or nearly so, for any county in the 
province wherein the population of French origin 
constituted the majority ; but he made it a point of 

* PROCLAMATION.-It beiug impossible to continue the election 
of the West Ward of the City of 1.1ontreal with secw·ity to myself 
or the citizens electors, I think it my duty to terminn.te the elec
tion, and I do procln.im duly elected to represent, in Provincial 
Pa.rliament, the West Ward of the City of .Montrea1, the citizen 
Lours PAPINEAU anù RonERT N ELso::-r, as lw:ving the majority of 
votes, as it appears by the Poli Bool::: of the West Ward of the City 
of Montreal. 

(Signed,) CHARLES ANDRE LUSIGNAN, 
Returning Officer. 
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Chnp. hono:r on the occasion, it secms, to r~p.rcs~}lt Mon
xxxv. treal, the city of his residence and nativity: -,~ . 
~ "The article below there is reason to bcl~eve IS cx

planatory of 1\lr. N eilson's vic\YS of pubhc matt crs 
and bcincr interestincr it finds as such a place hcrc. 0 b 

* "There is no legal tribunal having jurisùiction bcyond thnt of 
clectors cnllcd conformablv to law, to pronounce on the conduct 
of their repres~ntatives: but thm·e _is a moral trib~nal which judges 
the judges, and pass~s. sentence, without appeal, Irrevocabl?, e~er
nal, because its deCisiOns are conformable to truth und JUstice, 
which arc eternal and invariable, like the Divinity from whom 
they proceed, and by whose Almighty power they are sustaineù. 

"The majority of the electors of Lower Canada have absolved 
the authors and supporters of the Resolutions of the House of As
scmbly of last winter. The question, however, still remains bcfore 
this mor;ù tribunaL-Are they innocent, or are they guilty? If 
they are guilty, theu Judex damnatur. 

"The powers and duties of representatives ought to be cl carly 
tmùerstood; they must be tri cd by thcir acts, as being consistent 
or inconsistent with their duties. 

"RepJ'csentativcs hold a delegated authorit.y: they are the 
agents of thcir constituents for a limited time, with limited powcrs 
conferrcd on them by the law and the existing Constitution. They 
c::mnot exceeù these powers without a breach of duty-without 
usurpation. If they do, they set them. cives upas the masters of 
the peo_ple, instead of their agents. 

"Their powcrs are clearly de:finecl by the Coustitutional F-tn.
tutes: they arc to ad vise and cousent, concurrently with the Lc·gi,l. -
tive Council, eonstituted in virtue of the samc statute, to the en:wt
ment of laws, by the authority of the Crown, for the peaee, welfare, 
and good govermnent of the Province, not being repugnant to the 
1::mid ~tatute. They have also, ofnccessity, the pi'Ïvileges reqni1wl 
fot· giving C'ffect to the aforesnicl pmpose~. Beyonù this, they haYe 
no legal po"•et' whntcver. If they go beyond it, they assume whut 
docs not hl"loug to them, und betray the trust confided to them by 
their con titnents. 

"\Vhnt has been the conduct of the membcrs of the late IIouse 
of Af'semlJly, publiely kno"·n .and ach1n"·ledged? They have 
attackeù the Cou,-titution:1l Act Ibelf ;-the v have resolved on the 
annihilation of one of the Branches of the r;egislatlll'e, with , ·Itieh 
they were nppointed to act, and by that re:,o]ve cxcitcù the ju:::.t 
npprehen~i lUS and I·esiéance of the two other eo-ordinate Bl'HJH:lH'::;, 
and thCJ·ehy mised obstacles to the perfOI·mance of the tru~;t t·on:fi
clcd in them, fol' furthct'ing the enactment of laws required for tho 
common :vPlfa;·p ;-t~~Y: have r<:jected or neglecte<l the propo::;erl 
co-ope_mtwn of the l>l'Jtl::;h Govenunent, fol' the cntire removnl of 
the gn~v; nees an 1 abul:'es complaine<l of in the petitions of the 
people m 1827, and by thcmselns in 1831 ;-they have spread di,_ 
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The elections bcing ovcr, all those who were anxious Chap. 
f.n· a conti nuance of the Con titution and maintenance xxxv. 
of the connexion of the Province with Great Britain, ~ 

conl throughout the Province, and. causccl blood to he f'.hecl at our 
hcretofore pea.ceable elections ;-they hase ane:;tccl the improve
ment of the country and the amelioration of ib L ws, which were 
rapidly and succeô::>ftùly achancing, by the ai.J of an united Legis
lature, from 1828 clown to the moment of the attacks on the esta
bli::;heù Constitution ;-and, fiually, they have hl'Ought the people 
of the Province into a state of uucertuinty and disquiet as to their 
future fate, and excited a spirit of incliviùuul and national animo
sity before unexamplecl among::;t His :Majesty's subjects in Lower 
Canada, threateniug long and Jaugerons struggles and excesses. 

"These arc facts, public and notorious, which may be colored, 
but which no one will venture to ùeny. 

''But they have not only usurped authority which was not given 
to them, aml procluced all the consequences before statcd; they 
hase exciteù to sedition, rebellion, and treason. 'l'heit· ninety-two 
resolutions of last winter are a long declamatory aùJress to the 
pa8sions and prejudice::; of the majority of the people, whom they 
fonnally ùesignatc and claôs in these resolutions as of "French 
origiu," in conteaùistindion to "British or foreign origin." They 
gt·os ly iusult and falsely accuse individualô, publie authorities, 
and whole bodies of meu, in aiù of their attempted usmpation on 
the establisheù Constitution and the l'ight:o. of their constituents. 
They tell the people tlmt they have beeu sn~jeetd to 'a long series 
of injustice atHl opprc::;::;ion' under the Bt·itiôh gwennueut,-that 
allcgiance and protection arc co-rclatiYe obligatiou::;,-refer to the 
example of the United States,-anù finally th1·caten to seek a 
remedy 'ELSI:WIIERE,' if their ùemands are uot granteù by the 
British Parliameut. If there is a man of unsophisticated mind and 
common honcsty, who has reaù, or will reaù, the ninety-t,vo reso
lutions, and say, beforc God amlman, that such is not the bent and 
character of thcsc resolution', then I will consent that these latter 
allegations against the mcmbm·::; of the late House of Assembly 
should be taken as not pl'Oveu. 

" If they arc proven, they acld to usurpation and beeach of trust, 
the guilt of fal:;chood, calunmy, disrespect and iusult of intliYiduals 
and lawful authorities, and. excitation to relJellion awl treason. 

" Y et, in the face of all the public and acknowledgcù evidence 
againôt the authors of thesc violation::; of duty, they haxe been 
acquitted by the majority of the clectors qualified by law, through
out the Province. Jude;J; damnatu1· quu11i nocens absolvitur. 

" The judgcs and the judged, 1·estored to mutual confidence, are 
now rejoicing togcther. There i:;, fortunately, yet subjcct for re
joicing in Canada. British capital, and the substantial advantages 
allowed by the mothcr conntry to the trade and industry of the 
Province, still give to its propcrty and labor double the value 
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Chap. began more seriously than eYer to turn their attention 
xxxv. to combined action and measures for the pu rpose. 
~----------------------------------------~~~------~ 
1834. they would have if these advantages were lost o.r withdrawn; not-

withstanding the diminution of that value, occaswned by the mter
ruption of the usual circulation of mon~y for two years,, by the 
mensures of the late House of Asscmb1y. The proport10n con
tributed by each individual in Lower Canada to the exp~nses of 
govcrnment, does DQt amount to a fou_rth. of the .proporh~n. c~m
tributed for similar expenses hy cach mdividual m the adJOimng 
States, and a tax-gatherer is unknown among us. 'l'he population 
of British America has increased to twelve times what it was seventy 
years ago, while, in the same pel'Ïoù, the old colonies, now the 
United States, have increased only about six times. The conces
sions of the British government in favor of popular privileges in 
Lower Canada, during the last few years, are unexampled in Pro
vincial history, for their extent and liberality. There is, indeed, 
stillroom for rejoicing and thankfulness among the good citizens 
of Lower Canada; but very little for the au thors and abettors of 
usurpation and insolence; none for the actors in the recent pro
scription of that portion of the inhabitants of the Province who are 
not ùisposeù to repudiate the constitution of the country, as lawfully 
established, and to reject the only system of fl'ee government which 
has stood the test of ages, to seek here, or 'elsewhere,' a govern
ment of mere will and pleasure, the odious elements and tyrannical 
operation of which have been visible to all, at the late election 
meetings in Quebec. Those who are overjoyed at these late 
'victories,' would do well to recollect that the British government, 
the British constitution, and British power, are not yet extinct in 
the North American Provinces: there are yet many good men and 
true, of all national origins, even in Lower Canada. The spoils of 
British ti·ade, British industry, and British capital have not yet 
come into the hands of the authors and supporters of the political 
measures of the la.te Rouse of Assembly. The power of exciting 
the honest pr~judices of the majority of the people of French origin, 
and of operating on the hopes of numerous vain, presumptuous, 
unprincipleù, and hungry partisans, will wear itself out in time. 
The tree will be known by its fruits. Little will eventually re
main to the chief managers, but the inùclible stain of GUILT. It 
will settle on their countcnances as they walk the streets,--follow 
them when they retire to their dwellings,--dash the enjoyments of 
the social circle,--rankle in their breasts when they are alone,
accompany them in the halls of legislature,--and travel with them 
to the country, where they will hear the reproaches of an honest 
and too confi~~ng people, whose real and progressive happiness, 
under the Bnhsh government, they have so cruelly disrcO'arded 
and endangered, to follow in the paths of that ignorant and pre
sumptuous quackcry and atrocious ambition, which, in our own 
days, have desolatecl so many countries. 

" Co~sTITUTION.ALIST." 

t'Il 
Georgt 
Forsyt 
A. Yot 
Gairdn, 
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A public meeting was held at Quebec on the 22nd Chap. 
November, at which a "Constitutional Association" x.-u:v. 
was formed, * and a general committee named, which, ~ 
in its turn, nominated a sub-committee of fifteen of 
its me rn bers. t A great meeting of the like character 
also took place about the same time· at Montreal at 

* This day at one o'clock, pursuant to notice, a meeting was 
held at the Albion Hotel, for the purpose of adopting preliminary 
measures for the formation of a Constitutional Association in this 
city. 

Andrew Stuart, Esquire, was called to the Chair, and R. H. 
Gairdner, Esquire, was nominated as Secretary. 

The followin.g Resolutions were severally moved by J.H. Kerr, 
Esq., and seconded by W. K. McCord, Esq. 

Resolved 1. That in the present alarming state of the Province, 
approachiug to anarchy and confusion, it is absolutely and urgently 
necessary for the common safety of persons of British and Irish 
origin, that a general union should be established for securing, pro
tecting and maintaining their constitutional rights, and for ensur
ing, by legal means, the safety of their persons and )?roperty. 

2. 'l'hat for effecting the purposes of the preceding resolution, 
it is fit and expedient to establish, at Quebec, an Association to be 
called, The Constitutional Association. 

3. That a committee of '/5 be named to consider the fit measures 
to be taken for the establishment of a Constitutional Association, 
as already mentioned, with powers to appoint a sub-committee of 
15, and report to a general meeting to be held at this place pur
suant to notice. 

4. That a subscription be immediately opened to promote the 
objects of the Constitutional Association. 

It was then resolved to appoint a Treasurer, when Alexander 
Simpson, Esq., of the Montreal Bank, was unanimously named to 
that office. 

The first and second resolutions were adopted with the under
standing that the committee would amend them so as to include 
Canadians of French descent, and persons of other countries who 
coïncide in the opinions expressed at the meeting. 

Sorne conversation took place in which Messrs. A. Stuart, J. 
Neilson, senior, and W. K. McCord, took part. The hour at which 
the meeting broke up prevents our giving full particulars. 

About four hundred pounds were subscribed by three o'clock. 
( Quebec Mercury.) 

t These were, Jno. Neilson, Andrew Stuart, Henry Lemesurier, 
George Pemberton, James Hastings Kerr, Henry Black, James Bell 
Forsyth, James Stuart, Wm. Priee, John Charlton Fisher, Thomas 
A. Young, William Power, James Dean, Samuel Neilson, R. H. 
Gairdner. 
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Chap. which very clecided resolutions we~e a.dopted. * . A 
xxxv. general mcetino· of the Que bec ConstltutwnalAssocia
~ tion tooly plac~ on the 12th of December, when a 

- · DECLARATIO~ was agreed to and issued by it in the 
following tcrms :-

" A meeting of about 400 or 500 membcrs of the 
Quebec Constitutional Association, took place at the 
Albion Hotel, on Thursday evening, 12th inst., for 
the purpose of taking the sense of the Association 
with respect to a declaration drawn up by the sub
committee. John Fraser, Esquire, was called to the 
chair, and R. II. Gairdner, Esq., actcd as Secretary. 

" Andrew Stuart, Esq., explained the object of 
the meeting, which was, to take the sense of the 
members generally with regard to the declaration 
which he then held in his hand, and which had re
ceived the unanimous approbation of the sub-com-

* Moved by Mr. Walsh, scconded by Mr. Henry Corse, That the 
bitter and unceasing animosity which ha been displayed towards 
persons of British and Irish origin, and the unpl'incipled attcmpts 
which have been made to injure and oppress them, as exemplified 
more particularly in the proccedings of the Town Council, afford 
sufficicnt evidence of the tyranny which would be practi ed, sholùd 
the British Government make the further concessions demanded 
by a majority of the late House of Assembly. 

Movcd by Mr. Thomas Philips, seconded by ~fr. C. D. Day, That 
the nominal majority of Messrs. Papineau and Nelson, is to be as
cribed solely to the gross partiality of the Returning Officcr, in 
rejecting legal votes, in accepting thosc that were illegal, in repeat
edly adjouming the poll without the rcquisite consent of all the 
candidates, and in prematurcly closing it 11rithout notice, and cau
not form the slightest justification of that functionary's illegal 
re tu rn. 

Moved by ~Ir. An~rew _Doyle, seconded by Mr. James Holmes, 
That uncert:;un, of Hi~ Ma;jesty's Governmcnt, and impressed with 
a deep conviCtiOn of 1mn1ment danger, we feel it an imperative 
duty to declare that we will not submit to the domination of a 
party adverse to immigration, to commerce, to internai improve
ments, a~d to all th?se ~terests which may be regarded as British; 
b.ut, relymg on the JUStice of our cause, conscious from recent expe
TlCnc~ of o~r own strength, and mindful of the fame of our fathers, 
we Will res1st to t~e uttermost all attempts to place us under the 
Y:oke of a party which, we firmly believe, is bent on our destructiOn. 
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mittce, and also, of the general committec. The Chap. 

most proper course to be pursued, therefore, he ap- xxxv. 

prehended, would be to read the declaration, para- 00 
graph by paragraph, so as to give every one present 
an opportunity of expressing his opinions. 

'' 'l'he following declaration was th en rcad, para
graph by paragraph, and the question of concurrence 
being put on each, they ail passed by acclamation, 
with the exception of the 8th, the only'dissentient 
voice to which was Mr. Gugy. 

" DECLARATION 
Of the causes which led to the formation of TnE 

CoNSTITUTIONAL AssociATION oF QuEBEc, and 
of the objects for which it has been formed. 

'' The poli ti cal ev ils under which Lower Canada 
has long labored, have recently been increased in 
so alarming a degree, that the subversion of go vern
ment itself is to be apprchended, with the consequent 
disorders of anarchy, unless the progress of them be 
arrested, and an effectuai remedy applied. 

"Under the influence of a party in the Assembly 
0f the Province, labo ring by every means which 
they could devise to concentrate political power in 
their own hands exclusively, national distinctions 
have been fostered and established, the administra
tion of the local government has been perseveringly 
obstructed and impeded, its authority brought into 
-~ontempt, and public and private security essentially 
impaired and cndangered; whilst the just subordi
nation of the colony to the parent state has been 
openly questioned, and resistance to its authority, 
if not avowedly inculcated, certainly covcrtly pro
moted. 

'' In prosecution of the views of the party to which 
.,hose evils are mainly ascribable, that portion of thè 
)Opulation of the Province which has been by them 
tesignated as of' British or Foreign origin,' has vir-

B 
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Ohap. tualiy becn, and now is, dcprived of the privilegc of 
xxxv. beinO' beard in the representative branch of the gov-
~ ernrri'ent in support of their interests. and views. 

The portion of the population th us proscnbed amounts 
to about one hundrcd and fifty thousand souls, or 
onc-fourth of fhe ;vhole, and comprises nearly ali the 
merchants, the principal me.mbers of the learned .pro
fessions, a large body of shlful and wealthy artlzans 
and mechanics, and a great number of respectable 
and industrious agriculturalist , possesses extensive 
real es tate, and holds by far the grea test portion of 
the capital employed in the pursuits of trade and in
dustry, ali which interests are lia ble to be burthened 
and in fact have been injuriously affected, in conse
quence of the proceedings of the said party and of 
the majority of the same origin by whom they have 
been supported in the assembly of the Province. 

" The class of persons by whom members of the 
asscmbly are almost exclusively returned,-that is, 
the inhabitants of French origin, who form the ma
Jority, and whose character is in other respects most 
Bstimable,-has shewn itself peculiarly liable to be 
acted upon by ambitions and self-interested indivi
duals, who, by exciting the latent national prejudices 
of the majority against their fellow-subjects of a dif
ferent origin, can, as appears from late events, lead 
them astray by speciou though perfectly unfounded 
repr~sentations addressed to their prejudices and 
passwns. 

"By these means the party in the Assembly al
ready alluded to, has acquired a dangerous ascend
ancy over this class of the population, and the result 
of the late elections evinces that they will use it for 
the purp~se of ~ecuring the return of such persons 
only ~s w~ll ?-ct rn s~bserviency to them. Upon that 
occaswn lt 1s not?nous that no other qualification 
was asked or requrred from candidates than an im
ulicit acquiescence in the views and wishes of the 
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party as expressed in the resolutions of the Assembly Chap. 
to be presently adverted to. xxxv. 

" "\Vhile the representation of the Province con-~ 
tinues on such a footing, with the concentration of 
power incident toit, experience has shewn that there 
can be no hope of a fair and impartial administration 
of the powers of government, and there is too much 
reason to apprehend that in a body so constituted, 
the public and general interests of the Province, 
commercial and agricultural, will continue to be 
overlooked and ncglected, or subjected to injurious 
regulations, its improvement obstructed and retarded, 
and the whole internai government of the Province 
deprived of the legislative superintendence and pro
visions which are necessary for its efficiency, and the 
promotion of the general welfare. 

" The political evils arising from the constitution 
and composition of the Assembly have been greatly 
increased and aggravated by the act of the Imperial 
Parliament placing at the disposai of the Assembly, 
absolutely and unconditionally as it is understood by 
that body, the important revenue by means of which 
the civil expenditure of the Province was previously 
defrayed. By this increase to the power der]ved 
from great numerical superiority in the Assembly, 
have be en superadded the irresistible weight and in
fluence necessarily conjoined with the exclusive 
power of appropriating the revenues absolutely and 
indispensably requisite for defraying the civil ex
penditure of the Province, by means of which the 
Executive government has been rendcred entirely 
dependent on the will and pleasure of the leaders in 
the Assembly for its very existence; and public au
thority, both administrative and judicial, from the 
Governor-in-Chief and the Chief Justice of the Pro
vince to the most humble individual in the scale of 
office, has been subjected to their interested, partial, 
vindictive, or capricious control. 
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Chap. " If any doubt could hcretofore have bccn enter
xxxv. tained as to the design and tendency of the procced
~ inO's of these men, that donbt must have been removed 

· by
0

the resolutions passed in the Assembly on the 21st 
day of Febrnary, 1834, containing divers false and 
scandalous imputations of so general a nature as not 
to admit of answer or investigation, against the cha
racter and conduct of His Majesty's governmcnt in 
this Province,-against the whole body of its officcrs, 
civil and military ,-against the judiciary and the 
second branch of the Provincial Legislature,-against 
a large portion of the inhabitants of the colony en
gagcd solely in the duties and pursuits of privatc life, 
and against the British government generally as re
spects this Province, since the cession of Canada to 
His l\1ajesty by the Crown of France. 

" These resolutions passed by a majority of 56, of 
whom 51 were members of French origin, against 
24, of whom 17 were not of that origin. They 
formally class and enumerate His Majesty's subjects 
in this Province as persons of ' French origin ' and. 
of 'British or Foreign origin,' the former of \Yho:n 
are erroncously stated as consisting of 525,000 and 
the latter of 75,000 souls. 

" The address to His Majesty and to the two 
Houscs of Parliamcnt, wherein thcse resolutions arc 
embodied, and which have been transmitted to Eng
land, daims a revision and modification, by the ma
jority of the people of this Province, of the Constitu
tional Act; an e~tension of the elective system contrary 
to the prerogative of the Crown and the British con
stitution, for the purpose of investing the appointment 
to offices of hon or and profit in the said majority of 
the people ; the election of the second bran ch of the 
l~O'islature, now ap~ointed by the Crown for life, in 
~Irtue of th.e. aforesard act; threatening at the samc 
tlme the Bntlsh govemment and Parliament with the 
example of the late colonies, now the United States 
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of America, and insisting upon beiug supported in Chap. 
the demands contained in the said resolutions, that xxxv. 

the people of this Province ' may not be forced by ~ 
oppression to regret their depenùence on the British · 
empire, and to seek elsewhere a remedy for their 
afHictions.' 

" In furtherancc of the views of the framers of 
the said resolutions and address, the saiù resolutions 
were, shortly after the close of the last session of the 
Provincial Parliament, printed and distributed in 
great numbers throughout the Province at the public 
expense; and certain committees were therein invited 
to be formed, to aid in giving effect to the same, 
under a pledge of the ' honor of the representatives 
of the people ' to reimburse the expenses of the said 
committees to them, orto such persons as might ad
vance money to them. 

" The party already referred to, composed of certain 
members ofthe House of Assembly, of French origin, 
has for several years past, as already stated, and as 
is well known, taken ad v an tage of every opportunity, 
both by speeches delivered in the House of Assembly 
and elsewherc, and through means of newspapers 
under their control, to excite the ancient national 
prejudices of the inhabitants who are of French ori
gin, against their fellow-subjects who are not of that 
origin; and particularly by the aforesaid resolutions 
printed and distributed as aforesaid, and by meetings 
and committees in support thereof, they have in fact 
so operated upon the prejudices of persons of their 
origin, as to excite a great number of them to frequent 
public expressions of hatred, and threatened violence 
to those not of the same national origin. 

" In consequence of these machinations and others 
connecteù with and resulting from them, it has come 
to pass, as might have been looked for under such 
circumstances, that at the la te general election, (as 
the poli books kept of record according to law will 
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Chap. shew,) majorities consisting of persons of French ori
xxxv. gü1 have chosen nearly the whole of the members 
~who are to compose the Ilonse of Ass~~bly for the 

ensuinO' four years of persons of that ongm who have 
publicly approved 'of the said resolutions, or pledged 
themselves to their support. 

" As subordinate to the grievances now stated, 
but contributing materially to the political evils of 
the Province, other departments of the government 
may be mentioned as to which measures of reform 
are urgently called for. The system of judicature 
as now established, it is universally known, is alto
gether insufficient and unsuited to the present state 
and condition of the Province. From the great ex
tension of the settlements, and the increase of popu
lation in different districts, the courts of original 
jurisdiction have become inaccessible to the inhabit
ants at a distance from them, otherwisc than at a 
ruinons expense, involving in many cases a deniai 
or failure of justice; while the Court of Appeals, from 
its peculiar constitution, is unfit for the exercise of 
the powers with which it is entrusted. That a system 
of snch vital importance to the public welfare, and 
yet so injuriously defective and inadequate, should 
have continued without alteration or irnprovemcnt, 
is arnong the striking evidences of the irnperfect 
exercise of powers entrusted to the Provincial Legis
lature . 
. " In every well-regulatcd government it is essen

tial that .the executive authority should be aided by 
the adviCe of able and well-inforrned individuals 
acting together and in a body, by which sound dis~ 
cretion, ~niforrnity, consistency and system are irn
par.ted to lts rneasures. ~~ong colonial governments, 
wluch are ge.nerally admm1stercd by persons laboring 
under .the d1s~dvantage of a deficiency of local in
formatwn, assistance of this nature is indispensable 
for the attainrnent of the ends of good governrnent. 

ju 
ad 

the 
bu 

il( 

JU 

pe 



llch ori
embers 
for the 
ho have 
pledged 

· stated, 
evils of 
.rnment 
reform 

Ücature 
rs alto
t state 
at ex
popu· 
:~in al 
habit
a at a 
nenial 
,from 
~ise of 
1stem 
;, and 
bauld 

•ment, 
~erfect 
Leg~· 

essen· 
•d bv 

lual;, 
dis· 

'lill· 

ents, 
>ring 
1 in· 
able 
ent. 

31 

This body of advisers ought to be found in the Chap. 

Executive Council of the Province ; but its members ~ 
are too few in number, and its composition too de- 1834. 

fective, to answer the purposes of its institution. 
" "\Vhilst the greatest importance ought to be at

tached to the selection of fit persons for scats in the 
Legislative Council, it is indispensably necessary for 
the stability of the government as now constituted, 
and for the security of His Majesty's subjects within 
the Province, that the power of appointing members 
to that branch of the legislature should continue to 
reside exclusively in the Crown, but subjcct to such 
regulations as may be deemed proper for ensuring 
the appointment of fnlly qualified per ons. 

" Under the foregoing view of the political state of 
the Province, the object of the Constitutional Asso
ciation of Que bec will be,-

" By constitutional means,-
" lst. To obtain for persons of British and Irish 

origin, and others His ~Iajesty's subjects laboring 
under the samc privation of common rights, a fair 
and reasonable proportion of the representation in 
the Provincial Assembly. 

" 2nd. To obtain such reform in the system of 
judicature and the administration of justice as may 
adapt them to the present state of the Province. 

" 3rd. To obtain such a composition of the Execu
tive Council as may impart to it the efficiency and 
weight which it ought to possess. 

" 4th. To resist any appointment of mcmbers of 
the Legislative Council otherwise than by the Crown, 
but subjcct to such regulations as may ensure the 
appointment of fit persons. 

" 5th. To use every effort to maintain the con-
nexion of this colony with the parent state, and a 
just subordination to its authority. 

" 6th. To assist in preserving and maintaining 
peace and good order throughout the Province, and 



Chap. ensuring tiw cqunl rights of Hi:.; Majesty's subjects 
xxxv. of ali classes. 
~ " N ow "\V E, wh ose nam es are tmdersi~ned, taking 

the prcmises into our serions co~si~eratwn, do .he.re
by form onrselves into a Constltutwnal AssociatiOn 
for the pm·poscs statcd in the foregoing declaration, 
and for mu tuai support in the discharge of the duties 
of our allegiance to His :Th.Iajesty, as lawful Sovereign 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and of this Province, dependent on and belonging to 
the said Kingdom. 

" Dcclaring that wc wish for no preferences or 
advantages over our fellow-subjects of whatever na
tional origin, nor for any infringement of the rights, 
laws, institutions, privilegcs and immunities, civil or 
religions, in which those of French origin may be 
peculiarly interested, and to which they are entitled, 
or which they enjoy undcr the British government 
and the cstablished constitution; desiring merely for 
our~elves the enjoyment of equal rights with our 
fcllow-subjects, and that permanent peace, security 
and freedom for our persons, opinions, property and 
industry which are the common rights of British 
subjects. 

" And in furtlœrance of the purposes aforesaid, 
to the ntmost of our power, we hereby pledgc 
ourselves to cach other and to our fellow-subjects 
throughout the Empire." 

An address was also issued by the constitutionalists 
at 1Iontrcal shortly after the above from Quebec. 

"TO MEN OF BRITISH OR IRISH DESCENT. 

Fellow Countrymen, 
"Engaged in a contest, the result of which must be 

fclt throut~hout the Provinces of British America we 
' ' your ?Ppressed _brcthren of :Montreal, solicit your 

attentwn to a bnef and temperate exposition of our 
principles and gricYancc~ 
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'' Connected with you by identity of origin, by Chap. 
community of feeling, by national recollections, and xxxv. 

by one common interest, in this the hour of dang ~ 
we look to you for support. 

'' The population of Lower Canada, heterogeneous 
in its character, comprehends two distinct classes
a majority of French, and a minority of British des
cent-governed by feelings and attachments widely 
diffcring from each other ; the causes which have 
produced that division may be generally known. 

'' The want of education among the French major
ity, and their consequent inability to forma correct 
judgment of the acts of their politicalleaders, have 
engendered most of our grievances. The extent of 
that ignorance may be collected from the facts, that 
within the last few years in each of two Grand J uri es 
of the Court of I{ing's Bench for the district of 1\ion
treal, selected under a provincial law, from among 
the wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes, there 
was found but one person competent to write his 
name; and that trustees of schools are specially per
mitted, by statute, to affi.x their crosses to their 
school reports. 

''The political information of that part of the Cana-
dian population engaged in agrieultural pursuits is, 
therefore derived exclusively from the few educated 
individuals scattered among them, who speak the 
same language, and who possess the means of direct
ing public opinion, exempted from those salutary 
checks which education al one can bestow. 

"The persons who wield this mighty power are, 
generally speaking seigniors, lawyers and notaries, 
of French extraction, all of whom as will be shown 
hereafter, have a direct and sel:fish interest in main
taining a system of feudallaw, injurions to the coun
try, and bearing with peculiar sev~rity on British 
interests. 

'' Our endeavours to procure relief have be en repre-
B2 
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Chap. sented as an overt attack upon the cus~o~s and În· 
xxxv. stitutions of the Province · national preJUdices have 
~ been called into action, ~ational feelings excited, 

and a French majority, ignorant of t~c. nature of 
the contest, is now arrayed against a Bnt1sh minor
ity. 

" Passing by the petty vexations of the feudal ten
ure such as the seignior's right to call for the titlc 
deeds of every vassal ; his exclusive right of grinding 
the grain of his seigniory; his right to assume any 
property within the limits of his seigniory, on reim
bursing to the purchaser the cost of his acquisition; 
and other daims of a servile and arbitrary character 
incident to feudallaw ; we proceed to the subject 
of the more grievous burdens by which we are op
pressed. 

'' Throughout the seigniories of Lower Canada, 
within the limits of which are comprised the cities of 
Montreal and Que bec, upon the sale of real property 
the feudal Lord extracts fi·om the purchaser a fine 
equal to one-twelfth part of the priee-a claim 
which recurs with each successive sale ; thus every 
person who clears, or otherwise improves a farm, 
erects a building, either in town or country, or in
vests capital in landed estate, bestows one-twelfth of 
his outlay on the seignior, whenever the property is 
brought to sale. 

"This odious law, soinjurious inits e:ffects,readily 
explains why this fine Province, although richly en
dowed by nature, is so far surpassed in the career 
of improvement by neighboring Provinces and 
States. 

" From the want of a bill for the re()'istration of 
acquisition of re~l property, the v ali di& of a title 
c~tnnot be as~ertamed exccpt by a course of expen
SIVe proce'- dings through Courts of Law but secret 
incumbrances may still exist, unaffected by that pro
cedure, for whose d1scovery no mcans are a:fforded; 
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hence the difficulty of borrowing money on mort- Ohap 
gage, and the frequent seizure and forccd sale of xxxv. 
real estate. ~ 

'' The profits which accrue to the seignior from 
this state of things are obvions ; and the interest of 
the French lawyer and notary in maintaining a 
system of law that fosters litigation and produces 
corresponding expense is equally intelligible. 

'' Such are the considerations which govcrn a party 
exercising a paramount influence in the House of 
Assembly: and th us it is that British liberality 
which conferred upon the French population the 
elements of free government has been perverted by 
designing and interested individuals to the means of 
retaining laws adverse to national prosperity and to 
the spirit of free institutions. 

" The repugnance of Britons to a slavish and anti-
quated system of feudal jurisprudence has drawn 
upon them the undisguised hostility of the French 
party ; an hostility which has been manifested by 
attempts even of a legislative character to check emi
gration from the British Isles, and to prevcnt a per
manent settlement in the Province of that class of 
His :i\Iajesty's subjects, whom they have invidiously 
described as of 'British or Foreign origin.' 

"The most prominent of these enactments, and the 
most unjust, is the imposition of a tax on British 
emigrants, and British emigrants only, in violation 
of the most sacred rights we inherit from our fathers, 
and contrary to the best interests of the Province. 

'' They have denounced, as a mischievous monopoly, 
a Land Company, established for the purpose of 
settling, with a British population, lands which, by 
their distance from a market and want of roads, 
would otherwise be inaccessible to individual enter
prise ; wilfull y overlooking the fact, that the im
mense tracts of land still held by the Crown, and 
offered for sale, in small parcels, at low rates, secure 



Chap. the advantao·es of competition, and will prevm:t the 
xxxv. Company f1~m using its privilcgf's to the detnrnent 
~of the community. . 

· " In the formation of countics for the electiOn of 
representatives, the townships, which are held by 
the tenure of free and common soccage, and are 
thercfore the natural resort of British settlers, have 
been divided into counties, according to the actual 
population, without making any provision for their fu
ture growth, although the territory thus parcelled 
out is of much larger extent than the French sei
gniories; so that were the respective sections of the 
Province pcopled in proportion to their productive 
powc1s, a majority of British constituents wotùd re
turn a minority of representatives. 

" They have excluded co-tenants and co-proprie
tors fi·om the elective franchise, as being generally 
Britons, whilst to co-heirs, as being chiefly French, 
the right of voting has been carefully secured. 

" The qnalificationofmagistrates, ofmilitia o:fficers 
and of jurors, is made to depend upon real estate; 
the possession of which, in properties of limited -wùue, 
is generally confined to Canadians, whilst Britons, 
whose capitals are more commonly embarked in 
commercial and manufacturing pursuits, are virtu
ally debarrcd from those offices and public trusts; 
th us confiding our liberties to the discretion of a body 
of men, the greater number of whom are devoid 
of education, and have heen taught to regard Bri
tons as their natural enemies. 

"Their abuse of power and contemptofenlightened 
public opinion, ( co~fid~nt in the support of an un
lettered.Fren_ch maJority,) are cxemplified by their 
proceedmgs 1~ ~he Ho use of Assembly. W e have 
se en Mr. Chnstie expelled from successive Parlia
ments, despite the rcmonstranccs of the disfran
c~scd electors of Gas.pé, and contrary to cvery prin
ciple of a representative government-J\Ir. 1\fondelet 
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expelled by a forced construction of an illegal reso- Chap. 
lution, a construction, from which the framer of the xxxv. 

resolution declared his dissent; and contrary to the~ 
precedent in the case of 1\Ir. Panet, who under like 
circumstances, was permitted to retain his seat-
The '\V est "\Yard of :Montreal, containing a majority 
of independent British electors, disfranchised for 
two years-a pretended enquiry into the me1ancholy 
riot of the 21st of May, 1832, where individuals 
were pronounceù guilty before the examination of a 
single witness; and where, in violation of a solemn 
pledge, and of common justice, the evidence for the 
prosecution was sent forth to the world without any 
evidence having been received in defence-public 
monies misapplied under resolutions of the Assem-
bly, without the assent of the co-ordinate branches 
of the legislature-the contingent expenses of the 
Assembly charged with a salary to tir. Viger, ori
ginally of .f1000, but gradually increased to ~1700 
per annum-a sum so disproportionate to the ser
vices rendered, as to justify the conclusion, that the 
vote itself was a convenient pretext for the secret 
misapplication of Provincial funds ; and, their dar-
ing contempt of ali public and constitutional prin
ciplcs during the last session, and on the eve of a 
dissolution, in attempting to commit a new Pm·lia
ment to the reimbursement of the expenses attend-
ant upon the convening of public meetings through-
out the Province, avowedly for the purpose of influ
encing the general election. 

" The laws governing commercial transactions in
troduced from France, remain as they were at the 
conquest. Applications to the Assembly for a bank
rupt law, and other modifications of the existing 
jurisprudence, suited to the altered circumstances of 
the country, have be en uniformly neglected, and we 
continue subjected to the uncertain and ill defined 
provisions of a body of laws long since repudiated in 
that France, whence it was originally derived. 
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Chap. "The Provincial banks called into existence by 
xxxv, acts of the Provincial LeO'islature, and by the terms 
~of their charters compelled annually to exhibit state-
1834. ' d d ments of their affairs, have been openly en ounce 

by Mr. Papineau, late Speaker of the Assembly, 
and organ of the Frene~ party'· fr~m ~o .other pos
sible motive than a desire to 1nfhct InJury upon 
commerce, and consequently on ~ritons, by whom 
the commerce of the country is ch1e:fly conducted. 

'' The same individual has public! y recommended 
to the French party to abstain from ali intercourse 
with Britons; an advice which has been acted upon 
to a considerable extent. 

"Not satisfied with the powers with which they 
are constitutionally invested, the French party in 
the Assembly have been incessantly occupied in at
tempting to an·ogate to themselves supremacy in the 
concerns of the Province. 

"Thcir refusai to pass laws, except of temporary 
duration, has involved in uncertainty important in
terests which would require to be regulated by per
manent enactments. 

'' Their claim to pass in review the salaries of ail 
public officers by an annual Civil List, voted by 
items, would, if acceded to, lead to a disorganization 
of government, and ultimately render the J udges 
and other public functionaries, the instruments of 
their political animosities. 

" The Legislative Council, a body appointed by 
the Crown, and where alone British interests are 
fairly reprcsented, they are endeavourinO' to replace 
by a~ elective Council, which, returned by the same 
conshtuency, must, from necessity, be in ail respects 
a counterpart of the Assembly; a measure which 
would remove the barriers that defend us aO'ainst 
Fr~r;ch. tyranny, and give to a majority, hostbe to 
Bntish Intcrests, a power that would be employed to 
sever the connexion between Canada and the Em
pire. 
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"Our oppositiOn to this extension of the elective Chap. 
principle, dictated by preservation, has been falsely xxxv. 

represented as an opposition to liberal institutions. ~ 
Accustomed to see in the neighboring States the 
mild tolerance of equallaws, and a constitution in its 
essential features approximating to our own, we are 
not of those who startle with alarm at the name of a 
republic, or view their institutions with jealousy or 
distrust. With sentiments of generons pride, we re
cognise the lineaments of kindred blood and national 
character. Sensible of the benefits derived from 
our connexion with the parent state, and ardently 
attached to ïhe land of our fathers, we view with 
grief and indignation, proceedings, which, if not 
successfully resisted, willleave us no choice between 
a change which we deprecate, and a submission to 
French oppression. 

'' It were an insult to the understanding to dwell 
upon public opinion, as expressed by a population 
destitute of the advantages of education, as the mass 
of the French population in this Province has been 
shewn to be, and we regard with blended feelings of 
indignation and contempt, the affectation of the 
leaders of the French party, of the character of lib
erais and reformers, whilst they have sedulously fos
tered a system of feudal exactions and feudal servi
tude, which invest a privileged class with more ar
bitrary rights than the nobility of England, without 
the plea of hereditary daims to legislative honors. 

" Numbering in our ranks many who, both in 
Britain and in Ireland, were foremost in the cause 
of reform; indcpendent in our principles; uncon
nected with office ; of all classes and of all creeds ; 
bound together by the endearing recollection of a 
common origin, and the powerful sentiment of a 
common danger, we are prepared to resist to the ut
termost the efforts of a party, which, under the 
specious guise of popular institutions, would sever 



Chap. wisdom from power, and respect from intelligence, 
xxxv. and consign us to unendurable bond~ge. 

"-Y"- '' Cherishing sentiments of becommg respect for 1834
· His l\1ajesty's government, and correctly apJ?reciat· 

ing its many efforts to ad vance our pro~penty, the 
task we have undertaken to perform reqwres, never· 
theless that we should explicitly declare our opin· 
ion that the evils which oppress us have been 
aggravated by the varions and temporising policy of 
succcessive administrations. 

The destinies of this important Province have been 
confided to Colonial Seeretaries, ignorant of the 
state of parties in the Colony. Entering upon office 
without a competent knowledge of our affairs ; rely· 
ing for information upon a House of Assembly, con
stituted as that body has been shewn to be ; alter
nately making unwise concessions or attempting to 
enforce unwise principles, and not unfrequently re
tiring from office at a time when experience wotùd 
have enabled them to act with becoming judgment 
and decision, the tendency of their measures has 
been to compromise the dignity of the Home Gov
ernment and to confer a sanction upon the preten
sions by which our interests are assailed. 

" W e are not insensible to the just grounds of 
complaint arising from the inefficiency of the Exec
utive Council, and the feeble claims which that 
body posscsscs to the confidence of the community. 

"Wc cannot recognise just principles of govern
ment in calling to a seat in one of the Councils, a 
clerk or subordinate officer of ' the other · and al
t~ough the Legislative Council, as at pre~ent con
sbt_nt~d, co:nmands our respect as possessing a 
IDa.Jonty of 1ndependent members, we consider that 
i~ yet. contains too many persons holding dependent 
sltuatwns under the Crown and liable to be acted 
upon by undue influence. 

'' The accumulation of offices in the family and 

permi1 
r ' rrom 1 

,, ' 
>.: 

men 1 

fticted 
Frene 
upon 
of tri: 
en er~ 

"1 
mee tT 

20th ( 



1lligence, 

pect for 
~preciat· 
erity, ilie 

ts, newr. 
our opin· 
ave beEn 

policyoi 

tave hffn 
t of !fie 

~on offiœ 
m;relr. 
1bly,co~· 

;alter· 
npting to 

entiv re· 
~e ~ould 

nt con· 
~ing a 

~r that 
~ndent 
acted 

41 

·onnection of a lcaùing mcmber of the Lngi:slative Chap. 
Council, dcserves to be hclcl up to public reprehen- xxxv. . ~ 
S!On. 1834. 

" The irresponsible manner in which the Land 
granting Depârtment is conducted, the salary dis
proportioned to the dutics performed, which is at
tached to the office, and other abuses connected 
with the Woods and Forests, demand revision. 

"To the redress of these abuses, and to all other 
reforms, based upon just principles, we offer the 
most strenuous support, and we, deliberately and 
with confidence submit this exposition of our prin
ciples and grievances, in order that our fellow
countrymen may be ena bled to judge of the sincerity 
of the respective parties in the Province, by con
trasting professions with facts. 

" The subject of this address cannot fail to sug
gest important reflections connected with the social 
and political relations of the country. Of what the 
future will disclose we can offer no conjecture. 
Recent events have roused us to a sense of impend
ing dan9.er, and the British and Irish population of 
Lower Uanada are now united for self-preservation, 
animated by a determination to resist measures, 
which, if successful must end in their destruction. 
Shall we, in this, the country of our adoption, be 
permitted to find a home ? or shaH we be driven 
from it as fugitives ? 

" Strong in the sympathies of our fellow country
men in the Sister Provinces, injury cannot be in
flicted upon us, without affecting them ; and the 
French party may yet be taught, that the majority 
upon which they count for success, will, in the hour 
of trial, prove a weak defence against the awakened 
energies of an insulted and oppressed people. 

" By order of the Committtee appointed at a publie 
meeting of the inhabitants of :Montreal, held on the 
20th of N ovember, 1834. 

(Signed) JOHN M:OLSON, Jun. 
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Ch 'rhe official classes includÎilD' the Jndges, who had 
ap. . ' 0 h · 1 h Id' xxxv. suffercd much inconveniencc from t e wlt 1 o mg 

-----..-.·of the supplies, were this autumn partially relieYed 1834
· by an advance from the military chest of .!31,000 

sterlinO' by order from the government at home, to-
b' d h " Thi wards part payment of the arrears ue t em. -rr s 

* "Downing-street, 27th Sept. 1834. 
" My Lord,-I have the h?nor to acquaint your Lordshi~, that 

His Majesty's government bemg fully aware o~ the extreme meon
venience to which our government has ncccssanly been cxposcd by 
the failure of the Supply Bill for the year 1833, and by the abs~nce 
of any provision for the expenscs of the public service for the pre
sent ycar, have had under their most serions consideration the 
steps which it would be most dcôirable to adopt with the view of 
relieving you from a state of embarrassment. 

" The most gratifying termination to this state of things that 
can be anticipated is unquestionably the settlement of the finan
cial differences of the Province in a manner satisfactory to all 
parties, and such as may meet the reasonable views of His :Ma
jesty's ubjects of all classes in Canada. This supposition is one 
which it is my most earnest desire to realize, and to its accom
plishment the most anxious endeavors of the Government are now 
directed. But in the interval which must occur before these dis
cussions can be brought to a close, I am bound in justice to those 
who fill public situations, to consider the privations and hard
ships to which they are subject by the delay which has taken 
place in the payment of their salaries, and to devise sorne im
mediate means for pro vi ding funds for their relief. N othing but 
the unprecedented nature of the caU would justify the Govern
ment in having recourse to such a measure, cspecially since (as 
your Lordship is aware) there is a sum amply su:fficient to meet 
the demands on the public chcst, but which cannot with propriety 
be appropriatcd until a supply bill has been passed by the .Assem
bly. It is under these peculiar circumstances that it has been 
dcterminccl by His Majesty's government to authorize an advance 
to Le made from the military chest, not cxceedino- the sum of 
1:31,000, bcing the amotmt required to defray the s~rvices of the 
year 1833. I do not mean to direct these p!:tyments to be made 
~n all cases, for it woulcl be unquestionably more aclvantageous 
m ~1an~ respects th~t a course of procceding, only to be justified 
~y u~.evüable n_ecessity, should not be resorted to. But my intcn
hot~ IS t? vest m your Lordship, _under the respon 'ibility of His 
1~ajesty s Government, ~n authonty to meet such extrcme cases 
of prcssur~ as may reqmre your interposition, and may not adm.it 
of delay hll the entire question is diBposed of, by a temporary 
a~-:ance _from. th_e extraordinary fund of the Mother Country, 
gn~mg th1s reh_ef m ~ manner which does not prejudice any of the 
pomts under d1scussiOn, and feeling convinced that out of the sup-
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partial relief mitigated the distress, but it irritated Chap. 

the opponents of the government, who contended that xxxv. 

it was an undue interference with the privileges of~ 
the Gommons, and with a view to render their at
tempts to control the Executive, by refusing the 
supplies, nugatory. This step by the Home Govern-
ment was consequently made an additional grievance. 

On the eve of the new year, the mayor and town
council ofQuebec, with singular indelicacy, took into 
consideration the propriety of paying the usnal com
pliment of a new-year's visit to the Governor-in-Chief, 
and decided in the negative. 

The Asiatic cholera this summer again visited Ca
nada, scourging the cities of Quebec and 1\:iontreal 
with equal if not greater severity than in 1832, as 
well as the principal towns in the Upper Province. 

The new parliament, -K- (the last of Lower Canada) 

plies which I trust will be voted by the Legislature of Lower 
Canada this advance will be cheerfully repaid. 

" Y ou will, upon the meeting of the Legislature, take the ear
liest opportunity of making the two Houses acquainted with the 
course which His Majesty's government have felt it necessary to 
adopt; and I entertain a confident expectation that the financial 
condition of the Province will receive from the Legislature that 
attention which its paramount importance demands. 

"I have, &c. 
(Signed,) "T. SPRING RicE. 

" To Lt.-Genl. Lord Aylmer, &c., &c." 

* HousE oF AssEMBLY. 
The figures after the names, denote the number of times the mem

bers had served previous to the last election. Those to whose 
names are prefixed t were not of the last Asserobly. 
Speaker, --- ---; Bonaventure, E. Thibodeau, (1.) and 

t J.F. Deblois; Gaspé, Wm. Power, (2.) and Jean Le Boutillier, 
(1.); Rimouski, Louis Bertrand, (1.) and t J. Bte. Taché; Kwnou
raû.:a, Amable Dionne, (1.) anù t Pierre Canac dit Marquis ; 
L'Islet, J. B. Fortin, (<J.) and J. O. Letourneau, (2.); B ellechasse, N. 
Boissonnault, (3.) and A. N. Morin, (2.); Dorchester, t J. B. Beau
douin, and Jean Bouffard, (1.); Beauce, Ant. Ch. Taschereau, (1.) 
and Pierre Elz. Taschereau, (1.); )}[egantic, t John G. Clapham; 
Lotbinière, Louis Méthot, (1.) and J. Bte. Isaïe Noel, (1.); Nicolet, 
Laurent Bourdages; J. Bte. Proulx, ( 4.); Drummond, Ed. Toomy, 
(1.); Sherbrooke, Barth. O. A. Gugy, (1.) and t John Moore; Stan-
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Chap. met on the 21st February, 1835, and the Assembly, 
xxxv. having re-elected ~:Ir. Papineau their speaker, by a 
~----~------------~~~~~~~~--~--~~~ 
1835. stead, Marcus Child, (1.) and f John G~annis; Ya'!'-aska, L. ~· de 

Tonnancour (1.) and f Edmund B. 0 Callaghan, St. IIyactnthe, 
Louis R. Bl~nchard, (1.) and f Thomas Bouthil~ier; Bourg de lV1n. 
Hem·y. f John Pickle; Richelieu, Jacques Donon, Cq and C. C. S. 
de Bleury, (1.); Rouville, Pierre C~rrcau, (1.) and f Pwrr~ ~~. Bm:
dy· She!ford, Samuel Wood, (1.) and fA. Wells; .Jitss~squo~, 
+ Wm. Baker, and·~ E. Knight; Verchères, Pierre Amiot, (7.) anù 
jos. Toussaint Drolet, (1.); Chambly, Ls. Michel Viger, (1.) and 
f Ls. Lacoste; Laprairie, J. Moise Raymond, (3.) and f Jos. N.Cardi
nal ; Acadie, C. O. Cote, and f Mm·ritt. Hotchkiss ; Beauha1·nois, 
Chas. Archambault, (1.) and Jacob Demtt, (1.); Comté de .Jfontréal, 
Louis J. Papineau, (10.) f Come Séraphim Cherrier; Ville de ~Mont
réal, (Est.) J. Leslie, (2.) and f Joseph Roy; Ville de jJfontréal, 
(Ouest) L. J. Papineau, (10.) and f Robert Nelson; Vaudreuil, Char
les Rochon dit Larocque, (1.) and f C. O. Perrault; Outaouais, 
f Baxter Bowman, and t James Blackburn; Deux jJfontagnes, W m. 
Henry- Scott, (2.) and J. Jos. Girouard, (1.); Terrebonne, L. H. La
fontame, (2.) and t Sér. Bouc; Lachenaie, F. Courteau, (2.) J. M. 
Rochon, (2.); L'Assomption, Ed. Et. Rodier, and f J. B. Meilleur ; 
Berthier, Jacques Dehgny, (6.) and Alexis Mousseau, (4.) Saint
jJfaurice, Pierre Bureau, (5.) and Valère Guillet, (1.); Bourg des 
Trois Rivières, Dr. Jos. Réné Kimber, (1.) and t Ed. Bernard; 
Champlain, Ol. Trudelle, (1.) and P. A. Dorion, (1.); Portneuj, F. 
X. Larue, (3.) and H. S. Huot, (1.); Comté de Québec, Louis T. 
Besserer, (1.) and f J eau Blanchet; Haute Ville de Québec, f Réné 
Ed. Caron, and f Amable Berthelot ; Basse Ville de Québec, Geo. 
Vanfelson, (1.) und t Hypolite Dubord; Orléans, J. Bte. Casault, 
(1.) and Alexis Godbout, (1.) .Jiontmorenci, Elzear Bedard, (1.) 
Saguenay, André Simon, (1.) Xavier Tessier, (1.) 

LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL. 
The Honorable Jonathan Sewell, Chief Justice of Lower Ca

nada, Speaker, Hon. & Rt. Rev. C. J. Stewart, Lord Bishop of 
Quebec, The Honorable John Hale, Sir John Caldwell, Bart., 
H. W. Ryland, James Cuthbert, Charles Wm. Grant, Pre. Dom. 
Debartzch, Thomas Coffin, Roderick Mackenzie, Lewis Gugy, W. 
B. F~lton, Matthew Bell, John Forsyth, John Stewart, Toussaint 
Pothier, SanlUel Hatt, Denis B. Viger, Louis Guy, George :Jfoffatt, 
Roch de St. Ours, Peter McGill, John :Molson, M. P. de Sales La
te.nière, Frs. X . 1\Ialhiot, J eau Dessaulles, Barthelemi J aliette, 
Pwrre de Rocheblave, Robt. Harwood, Ant. G. Couillard, Robert 
Jones, James Baxter, Frs. Quirouet, Jose ph Masson. 

ExECUTIVE CouNCIL. 
The Honm~able and Right ~e~erend C. J . Stewart, Lord Bishop 

of Qucbec, 'Ihe Honorable William Smith, C.E. Chaussegros de 
Léry, A. W. Cochran, John Stewart, Dominique Mondelet HuO"ucs 
Heney. ' o 
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vote of 70 in his favor against 6 for lYir. Lafontaiue, Chap. 
(who had be en put in nomination contrary to his xxxv. 

wishes) lost no time, after hearing the Governor's ~ 
speech, to take into consideration the state of the 
Province, going into committee of the whole I-Iouse 
daily on the subject. A bill was introduced for the 
appointment of an Agent of the Province in the Uni-
ted IGngdom, a blank being left in it for the name 
of the person who should be chosen for the purpose, 
and which was subsequently supplied with that of 
1\Ir. Roebuck. 

The Governor' s speech in opening the session was 
as follows :-
" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
'' Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

" It was my intention to meet you on the day ap
pointed by the Royal proclamation of the 16th De
ccmber, 1834, for the assembling of the Provincial 
Parliament for the despatch of business. 

"I had already received sorne important commu
nications upon subjects deeply affecting the vital in
tcrests of the Province, which for sorne months past 
have engaged the serious attention of His Majesty's 
government, and in relation to which it was desirable 
that I should be in possession of thcir instructions 
previous to the meeting of the Provincial Parliament, 
when the official intelligence reached me of a change 
having taken place in His Majesty' s Co un cils : where
upon the meeting of the Provincial Parliament was 
postponed to the present day, in order to afford time 
for the receipt of the instructions to which I have 
alluded. 

"The recent changes in His Majesty's Councils 
must unavoidably have delayed the transmission of 
these instructions which have not yet been received 
by me, and although I still consider it desirable that 
I should be in possession of them previous to the 
assembling of the Provincial Parliament, I have never-
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Cha p. theless j udged it expedient now to c~ll yoll: toge!her 
xxxv. under the apprehension that the pubhc service m1ght 
~be exposed to se;ious inconv~nien~e b~ further delay. 

" I have rece1ved from H1s 1\faJesty s government, 
official information of the passage of a bill in the 
Imperial _Parl~ame~t re~ating ~o. the ~ost Office De
partment In H1s ~aJ esty s dommw~s In Nor th Ame
rica ; and I received at the same tlme the draft of a 
bill in relation to that department to be submitted 
to your consideration, which shall be donc at an earl y 
period of the present session. 

'' Previous to the opening of the navigation of the 
River Saint Lawrence, in the spring of last year, I 
deemed it expedient to re-establish the Quarantine 
Station at Grosse Isle. I will at an early period of 
the session, bring under your notice the measures 
which were adopted on that occasion :-They will be 
found similar to those adopted and acted upon during 
the two preceding sessions,and subsequentlysanction
ed by the two branches of the Legislature in the last 
session, and the session before the last. 

" The failure of the supply bill in the session before 
the last ; the separation of the Legislature after the 
last session, without having passed any bill of supply; 
and the inadequacy of the funds permanent} y appro
priated, and placed by law at the disposai of the 
Crown for defray!ng the expenses of the civil govern
ment, and the administration of justice, to effect 
more than the payment of a limited proportion of 
those expenses, could not fail to create the most 
serions embarrassments in carrying on the ordinary 
and indispensable operations of government. Under 
the~e circumstances it was deemed expedient by His 
MaJesty's government to direct the issue from the 
military ches~ of a sum equal to thirty-one thousand 
pounds, sterlmg, for the pm·pose ?f mitigating those 
e~barrassmen~s, by the payment In part of the sala
nes and contmgent allowances of the judges and 
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other public officers of the Crown, who, in conse- Chap. 
quence of the non-payment of their salaries and con- ~nv. 
tmgent allowances, had been long su:ffering extreme ~ 
distress and serions inconvenience; and His Majesty's 
government feel convinced that out of the supplies 
which they trust will be voted by the Legislature of 
Lower Canada, the advancc from the military chest 
will be cheerfully repaid. 
'' Gentlemen of the Hmtse of Assembly, 

"I recommend to your early consideration the 
expediency of making provision for the repayment 
of the advance made in pursuance of the instructions 
of His Majesty's government, from the military chest, 
equal to the sum of thirty -one thousand pounds ster
ling, which advance has been applied to services 
which are absolutely necessary in carrying on the 
ordinary administration of justice and other indis
pensable operations of government. 

" The accounts of the cxpenditure of the y car end
ing lOth October last, and an estima te of the expenscs 
for the current year, will be laid before y ou at an 
earl y pcriod of the session. 
"Gentlemen of the Legislative Oouncil, 
" Gentlemen of the House of Assernbly, 

"I have now only to rccommend to you to proceed 
with diligence in the discharge of your important 
duties as legislators, and to express my earnest desire 
that the present Parliament, which is now assembled 
for the first time, may hereafter be distinguished for 
the benefits conferred by it on the Province." 

Before proceeding to business, His Excellency's 
speech in proroguing the previous session was taken 
into consideration, and the following resolutions were 
passed on the subject :-

" Resolved, That any censure of the proceedings 
of this House on the part of another branch of the 
Legislature, or of the Executive government, is in 
violation of the statu te in virtue of which this Ho use 
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Chap. is constitutcd, an iuii·ingem~nt of i s. privil?ges 
xxxv. which they cannot dispense w1th I?rotestmg ~gam.st, 
~and a dangerous att~c~ u:r:on 

1 
t~e ngl:ts and llbertles 

of His .1\Iajcsty's subJeCts In tms Provmcc. 
'' Resolved, That that part of the speech of His 

Excellency the Governor-in-Chief addressed to.(' t~lis 
I-Iouse on the 18th of March last, at the close 01 the 
Iast session, and which relates to the petitions ad
drcssed by this l-Iouse to His ~fost Gracions J\fajcsty, 
and to the two I-Iouses of Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, on the state of the Province, cornplainjng 
of grievances and abuses which exist in this Pro
vince, and indicating the means of remedying the 
same, is a censure on the part of the head of the 
Executive of this Province, of the proceedings of 
this House, which had acted as an equal branch of 
the Legislature, for divers good causes and conside
rations to itself known, for the benefit of His J\Iajes
ty's subjects in this Province and of his government 
therein. 

'' Resolveù, that the said speech be expunged. .fi.·om 
the Journal of this House. 

In the Address in answer to the Governor's speech 
it was observed :-

" W e regret in common with Y our Excellency, 
the failure of the supply bill which passed this 
House in the session before the Iast. Last year 
the proceedings of this l-Iouse were founded on the 
ancient practice of Parliament, and on the spirit of 
the Constitution itself, and on other considerations 
known to this House, for the benefit of His Majesty's 
subjects in this Province and of his government 
therein. W e would regret that His Majesty's 
government should have resorted for defraying the 
expenses of the Civil Governmcnt and administra
~ion ?f justi~e to th~ application of any funds Ievied 
In this Provn1ce, which are of right and ought effect
ually to be under the control of this House. W e 
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would also regret that any other funds should have Chap. 
been applied to the same purpose without the votes xxxv. 

this House, thus destroying the wholesome and con-~ 
stitutional influence which the people ought to have 
through tbeir representatives over every branch of 
the Executive government. \V e however defer any 
further comment, in the hope that the communica
tionswhich Y our Excellencywas pleased to announce, 
will render full justice to this House. Our determi
nation on matters so essentially connected with the 
interests of our constituents and the peculiar pri
vileges of this House, shall not fail to be guided by 
what we may conceive to be the constitutional rights 
of this bran ch of the Legislature, and for the welfare 
of the Province. W e shall also receive with the same 
views the estimate of the expenses for the current 
year, which Your Excellency is pleased to say will 
be laid before us at an early period of the session. 

'' W e beg le ave to assure Y our Excellency that this 
House is ever disposed to apply itself with the utmost 
diligence to the discharge of its duties as represen
tatives of the people, to whom we are to return to 
partake in their lot. 

'' It is in that sole mn capacity, and after a recent 
election, that we think it our duty respectfully to 
declare to Your Excellency, that the great body of 
the people of this Province without distinction , con
sider the extension of the elective principle, and its 
introduction into the constitution of the Legislative 
Council in particular, the full and unimpeded en
joyment by the Legislature of this Province and by 
this House of their legislative and constitutional 
t·ights, and the reparation of ali grievances and abuses, 
as essential to the wants, condition and happiness of 
His Majesty's faithful Canadian subjects, and neces
sary to strengthen their confidence in His J\iaj esty' s 
government. W e also most respectfully pray Y our 
Excellency to be pleased to convey to His Most 

c 
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Chap. Gracions Majesty this our humble but firm opinionf 
xxxv. so that His Majesty and his parliament may remove 
~the causes which have impeded the prosperity of the 

Province, and secure for the future the welfare and 
content of its inhabitants under the govemment of 
His Majesty. 

With this address, the Assembly waited upon His 
Excellency, who drily answered :-

'' Mr. Speaker, and 
'' Gentlemen of the Hmtse of Assembly, 

" It has been my custom, as weil as that of, I be
lieve, ali my predecessors in office, to transmit to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, a 
copy of the Address of the House of Assembly in 
answer to the Speech of the Governor, or person ad
ministering the government, at the opening of each 
session, and this shall be done in like manner in the 
present instance.'' 

Before the presentation of the above had taken 
place, an address to the King had been agreed upon 
in committee of the whole House on the state of the 
province, and was concurred in by the bouse. It 
was as follows :-

" To THE KING' s MosT ExcELLENT MAJESTY. 
" 1\iay it please Y our 1\Iajesty, 

"We, Y our Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, 
the Commons of the Province of Lm,ver Canada, in 
Provincial Parliament assembled, most respectfully 
approach Y our Majesty to expose : 

" That during the last session of the Imperial Par
liament, the Commons of the Province of Lower 
Canada, in the name of the people whom they repre
sent, approached Your Majesty by petition, dated 
from Que bec, on the first day of l\1arch, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four, setting forth the griev
ances which the people of the said Province suffered, 
arising out of the vicious principles upon which their 
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political institutions are based, aggravatcd by a series Chap. 
of arbitrary administrations to which the Province xxxv. 

has been subjected. ~ 
" That the enquiry which was instituted before a 

select committce appointed by the Honorable the 
House of Gommons upon Canada affairs, on the 15th 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, 
induced the people of Lmver Canada to hope, that 
not only would the pray er of their petition be listened 
to, but that the grievances therein set forth, ·which 
your petitioners have reason to believe were fully 
supported, would be immediately redressed. 

"That this hope, which your petitioners cannat 
deem unreasonable, was still further strengthened by 
the retirement of Your Majesty's late Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the Right Honorable E. G. 
Stanley, and the subsequent appointment of the 
Right Honorable T. Spring Ri ce, the more espe
cially after the repeated declarations of the Right 
Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
that Y our Majesty's government was actuatcd by the 
strongest desire to render justice to the people of 
this Province, by removing the various abuses under 
which they suffer, and affording to them security 
against the recurrence thereof. 

" That y our petitioners, however, regret to state 
that not only does the said petition of the Gommons 
of Lower Canada to Y our Majesty, seem to have be en 
totally neglected, but that new abuses have been in
flicted upon the people of this Province, which, if 
not speedily removed, will tend to increase, to an 
alarming degree, the discontents which have so long 
prevailed, and will ultimately alienate the affections 
of the people even from the government of England 
itself. 

"That among the additional grievances of which 
the people of this Province have to complain, your 
petitioners wouldinvite the attention ofYour Majesty 
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Chap. to the fact, that His Excellency Matthew Lord Ay~
xxxv. mer is still continued in the government of th1s 
~Pro~ince, after having been formally accused, in .the 

· aforesaid petition, of' illegal, unjust and unconstltu
tional conduct,' and after having borne himself to
wards the representatives of the people of Lower 
Canada, in a manner insulting to a body intrusted 
with legislative functions, and destructive of the 
respect which should be due to Y our Majesty's re
presentative. 

" That the acts of the Governor in Chief, of which 
the people of this Province have still to complain, 
were, for the most part, enumerated in the aforesaid 
petition to Y our ~Iajesty; that since that time, the 
vindictive and bitter feelings, together with the arbi
trary and unbecoming conduct which His Excellency 
has displayed towards the people of this Province, 
have created an universal feeling of discontent to
wards His Excellency' s administration .. 

"That among the just subjects of complaint against 
the present administration of this Province, the sys
tem which is exhibited in the distribution of offices, 
necessaril y holds a conspicuous place ; that the chief 
recommendation to office continues to be a display of 
marked and bitter animosity towards the majority of 
the people of this Province ; th at i t is sel dom men of 
French Canadian origin find their way into office 
under any circumstances ; .but when they are ap
pointed, it is not until they have alienated themselves 
from the sympathies of the people, and allied them
selves with the fiwtious minority opposed to the 
wishes and interests of the country; and that even 
the sacred character of justice has be en recently pol
luted in its source, by the appointing to the high 
office of J udge of the King' s Ben ch for the district 
of Montreal, a man who was a violent and decided 
partisan of the administration of the Earl of Dalhousie, 
and the 'declared enemv of the laws which he is 
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sworn to administer; and also by the appointment of Chap. 
a great number of commissioners for the trial of small xxxv. 

causes, in different parts of the country, intentionally ~ 
selected on the eve of a general election, from among 
the notorious partisans of the present administration. 

" That another cause of complaint which has arisen 
since the aforesaid petition of the Commons of Lower 
Canada toY our ~Iajesty, is the culpable indifference 
betrayed by the Governor in Chief on the subject of 
the frightful ravages committed by the Asiatic cho
lera, during the last summer; that a few da ys after 
the existence of the dreadful scourge in the city of 
:Montreal was ascertained, the Corporation of the said 
city, in accordance \vith its strict line of duty, passed 
a series of resolutions, authorizing an application to 
the Governor in Chief, for an extension of the quar
antine regulations to the port of Montreal, and for 
an aid for the purpose of forwarding the destitute 
emigrants to their destination; that the answer of the 
Governor was more than a bare refusal,-it was 
marked with coolness and insult; that your petitioners 
are firmly of opinion, that the virulence which the 
disease subsequently assumed in the said city oÎ 
Montreal, would have been considerably mitigated, 
had the head of the administration complied with 
the prayer of the Corporation; and that the people 
of the country generally, and more especially the 
surviving relatives of the one thousand three hundred 
victims who died in :Montreal, and of the thousands 
in the Province ·who have fallen victims to the dis
case, look upon the conduct of His Excellency as one 
of the principal causes of their suffering and bereave
ment. 

"Thr.t since the aforesaid petition of the Gommons 
of Lower Canada, Y our ~fajesty's government in op
position to the prayer of the said petition, as weil as 
to the numerous represent~üions on that subject sub
mitted to Your l\Iajesty by the House of Assembly, 
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Cha p. and by seve rai of its au~horized ~gents, .has sanctioned 
xxxv. the sale oflands belonO'mo- to this Provmce, to several 
~ individuals using the

0 

dtl~ of the ' Br~t~sh North 
American Land Company ; and your petltwners also 
have reason for believing that Your Majesty's gov
ernment have, likewise, sold to the individuals afore
said, extensive tracts of land belonging to this Pro
vince, and thereby have taxed this colony, contrary 
to the most important and indisputable of the birth
rights of British subjects, which were more particu
larly acknowledged, and confirmed to colonies with 
local legislatures, by the faith and honor of the 
British Parliament, pledged by the declaratory act of 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, the 
violation of which principle recognized in said act, 
led to the rightful and successful resistance of the 
former British colonies, and di8memberment of the 
British empire. That your petitioners, viewing with 
alarm such an encroachment upon their political pri
vileges, would feign believe that it has been made 
without considering their constitutional rights, and 
the provisions of said declaratory act; that your pe
titioners, nevertheless, solemnly protest against this 
violation of the most sacred ri~hts of the people of 
Lower Canada, and pray Y our :Majesty to recommend 
to your parliament the immediate repeal of the act 
passed in favor of the said land company ; that your 
petitioners have reason to believe that the said tax is 
now being paid into the colonial chcst of this pro
vince, for the disposai of the Executive, without the 
sanction, and in defiance of the expressed will of the 
Co~1r_nons of. Lower Canada; that your petitioners 
ant1c1pate w1th fear, as a consequence thereof, a 
frightful increase of corruption in this Province· that 
i~ addition .to the fears generatcd by this uncon~titu
ti~nal. taxatwn, and the equally unconstitutional ap
pl~c?-twn of the said tax, your petitioners foresee, 
ansmg out of the peculiar powcrs conferred on the 
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Company in question, the destruction of the political Chap. 
independence of the people who may unfortunately xxxv. 
become subject to its control, and who will be~ 
rendered basely subservient to the said company. 

" That the continued dilapidations of the revenues 
of the Province, in direct violation of the constitution, 
are another source of alarm toY our 1\:Iajesty's Cana
dian subjects ; that after the abandonment of the late 
Colonial Secretary's project to seize upon the said 
revenues by suspending an act which did no more 
than confirm to the Commons of Lower Canada a 
right previously recognized, without conferring any 
new privileges, Y our Majesty's Canadian subjects did 
not expect to be so soon called upon to resist similar 
unconstitutional encroachments and dilapidations; 
yet very recently the indisputable privileges of the 
Assembly have been again violated by the payment 
of the public servants, without the sanction or cogni
zance of the only body authorized to give such 
sanction. 

"That the people of the old colonies, now the 
United States of North America, however much they 
were agitated by attempts at unconstitutional taxa
tion, had much less to complain of on the score of 
executive usurpation, than the people of this Pro
vince; the Assembly having repeatedly declared its 
fixed determination not to sanction that which it 
must ever consider a tyrannical violation of its rights, 
and which the people of this Province regard as a 
virtual dissolution of the constitution, and for the 
consequences of ·which your petitioners cannot an
swer. 

"That under these eircumstances, your petitioners 
claim for Your 1\1ajesty's Canadian subjects, Your 
Majesty's protection against these and similar acts of 
pillage, that Y our Majesty may and ought at once to 
ascertain, in order to bring to just punishment, those 
who authorized so criminal an assumption of power. 
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Chap. "That inasmuch as no session of the Provincial 
:xxxv. Parliament has intervened since the date of the afore-
~ said petition of the C?:nmons of ~his Provinc~ to 

Y our Majesty, your pet1t10ners abst~m from alludmg, 
at any length, to the insuperable differences and the 
ev-er widening breach bctween the House of Assem
bly and the Legislative Council of this Province,
differenccs springing out of the very constitution of 
the latter body : ncvertheless, your petitioners cannot 
a void reminding Y our l\1ajesty, that the aforesaid 
petition contained a prayer that the Legislative Conn
cil, as at present constituted, be a;bolished, and that 
the people of this Province be empowered to elect 
the second branch of the legislature in future, as the 
only me ans of producing th at harmony, without which 
internai pcace and good government annotexist. 

" That as an eYidence that the people at large full y 
participatc in the opinions of the majority of the 
House of Assembly, your petitioners take leave to 
1·efcr Y our :Majesty to the rcsult of the recent elec
tions in the said Province of Lower Canada, which 
avowed1y turned upon the approval or the disap
proval of the elective principle, and which result is 
almost unanimously in fa v or of the said principle.'' * 

Similar addresses to the two IIouses of the lm
perial Parliament were drawn up and forwardeù to 
:Mr. Roebuck for presentation. The Governor was 
requested by addJ:ess from the Assembly to forward 
that to His ~Iajesty, with which he readily complied. 

The Governor sent down, on the 3d of March, the 
following message :~ 

" The Governor in Chief in the speech with which 
he opened the present session, recommended to the 
early consideration of the House of Assembly the 
expcdiency of making provision for the repayment 
~f a sum_ cqu~l to th~rty-one thousand pounds ster
ling, whiCh, 111 obedience ,to the instructions of His 

* See at the end of the 0hapter an intercsting analysis of this sub-, 
ject, by Jacques Viger, li:sq., of Montreal, 
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l\Iajestis govcrnment, had been issued from the Chap. 
military chcst, 2ncl npplied to services which arc xxxv. 
absolutcly nccc ·.-~~r in carrying on t~lC ordinary ~ 
administration of jus ti cc, anù othcr indispensable 
op~rations of g~,ïcramcnt; and he now transmits a 
dctailcd account of the disbursemc:ats of the advance 
so made from the military chcst. It \Vill be observcd, 
th at that aùvm.lcc has be en applicd to the liq nidation 
of the balance rcmaining unpaid on account of the 
esti:nate for the ycar cnding the lOth Octob~r, 1833, 
of the expenses of the civil governmcnt and the ad
ministration of justice ; a part only of which expenses 
had been àefn~,yed out of the funds permanently ap
propriated, and plr,ccd by law at the disposai of the 
Crown, for the administration of justice and the sup-
port of the civil government ; and the Governor in 
Chief takes this opportunity ofrcnewing to the House 
the expression of the rcliance of His lYiajesty's gov
crnment on thcir liberality in providing for the 
repayment of the adYance in question." 

The Assembly being in want of funds to defray 
the contingent expenses of the House, current and in 
an· cars, addressed His Excellency, as at the previous 
session, for an advance of eightcen thousand pounds, 
currcncy, assuring him that they would make good 
the amount, if the fund by law appropriated towards 
dcfraying the expenses of the legislature should proYe 
inadequate. To this he answered to the messcngers 
bem·ing the address, that it appeared to him that a 
full and unqualified compliance with the prayer of 
thcir address involved questions of great importance, 
in a constitutional point of view, and imposcd a 
\:vcighty responsibility, under existing circumstances, 
upon the individual at the head of the Executive gov
crnment,-" it bccomes my duty, thercfore, to talee 
" the subject of this address into my most serious 
" consideration, and deliberately to examine it in ail 
"its bearings. This I will do, and the result will be 
'' communicated to the Assembly by message." 

c 2 



Cha.p. The answer was referred to a committee of' the 
xxxv. whole House, by which a series of resolutions was 
~;--- adopted. on the subject. The concluding resolution 

· perslcltcd "in demanding the impeachment of His 
Ëxcellency the Governor in Chief/' as insisted npon 
by the Assembly in its addresses to His l\Iajesty and 
the two Houses of Parliamen~, dated lst 1\Iarch, 1834, 
and in its resolutions (the 92) of 21st February of 
the same year. 

" Resolved, That on the 18th January, 1834, 
His Excellency, the present Governor in Chief, 
refused to issue his warrant to the Receiver General 
authorizing the advance in pursuance of an address 
of this Ho use of a sum of .t7 000 currency, for the 
pm·pose of meeting the contingent expenscs thereof. 

" Resolved, That upon the said refusai, this 
House did, on the 21st February next following, 
resolve among other things, " That this House pos
'' sesses of right and has exercised within this Pro
" vince, when occasion has rcquired it, all the pow
'' ers, privileges and immunities claimed and pos
'' sessed by the Co mm ons Ho use of Parliament in 
" the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire
" land : "-" That from the year 1792 to the pre
" sent, advances have constantly been made to meet 
'' the exp en ses aforesaid, on addresses similar to 
'' that presented this year by this Ho use to the 
'' Governor in Chief, according to the practice adop
" ted by the House of Commons ; that an address 
'' of this kind is the most sole mn vote of credit 
" which this House can pass, and that alrnost the 
" whole amount of a sum exceeding .t277 000 has 
" been advanced on such votes by the predecessors 
'' ofHisExcellency the Governorin Chief and by him
" self, without any risk having been inc~rred by any 
" Governor on account of any such advances thouo-h 
:: s:veral of the~ ~av~ had differences, atte~ded by 
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'House of Assembly :"-" That this refusai of the Chap. 

" Governor in Chief essentially impedes the des- xxxv. 

" patch of business for which the Parliament was ~ 
" called toge th er, is derogatory to the rights and 
'' hon or of this Ho use, and forms another grievance 
" for which the present Administration of this Pro-
'' vince is responsible ;'' which said assertion this 
House now repeats. 

" Resolved, That although the Governor in Chief 
in his message of the 18th January, 1834, commu
nicating his said refusai, declared that this course 
was, as he was firmly persuaded, in perfect accord
ance with the spirit of the constitution, and was 
moreover one from which under existing circum
stances no consideration of expediency could justify 
him in departing, yet this House seeing His Excel
lency still re tain the government of the Province, 
and call together the Parliament thereof for the 
despatch of business, was led to believe that he did 
so seriously and in good faith, and that he was pre
pared to advance to this House the sums necessary 
to enable it to pay the numerous debts it had incur
red for the despatch of business; and to meet its 
daily expenses for the same purpose. 

" Resolved, That as the great inquest of this 
Province, it is the duty of this House to enquire 
concerning ali grievances, and ali circumstances 
which may endanger the general welfare of the in
habitants of this Province, to the end that such 
representations may be made, or such legislative 
measures introduced as may lead to the redress of 
such grievances, remove the danger, or allay such 
alarm, and may assure to His Majesty's subjects in 
this Province that protection and safety which they 
have a right to expect from the labors and delibera
tions of this essential branch of the constitution in 
which alone their rights, their interests, their wishes 
and their wants an? rcpresented, 
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Chap. " Resolved, That in the discharge of these im
xxxv. portant duties during the two last sessions of the 
~Provincial Parliamcnt, and during the present, this 

· House has incurrcd de bts to the amount of more than 
.t:15,000 currency, in procuring the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of documents, for the 
services of its ministerial officers, clerks and messen
gers, and for printing, and other indispensable and 
daily expenses, forming the contingent expenses of 
this House, that the sittings of this House cannot be 
continued for a single day without its contracting 
new debts for the same pm·poses ; and that this cir
cumstance, aggravated by the impediment occasioned 
by the debts it has already contracted, renders it 
impossible for this House to meet its future contingent 
expenscs, and proceed to the despatch of business, 
so long as the Executive shall continue to refuse it 
means of so doing. 

"Resolved, That far from having a right to im
pedc the exercise of the rights and privileges of this 
House, and to impede its proceedings, the Governor 
in Chief is deputed by his Sovereign, is in \rested with 
great powers, and receives a large salary, as much 
for defending the rights of the subject, and facilitat
ing the exercise of the privileges of this House, and 
of ali constituted bodies, as for maintaining the pre
rogatives of the Crown; and that to pretend to control 
or restrict this llouse with regard to its contingent 
expenses, which are the unavoidable result of its 
being called to meet in Parliament, is to subject it to 
the power of the Executive, and to confine its pro
ceedings to such parts of the public business as it 
may please the latter, under the pretext th at such 
and such proceeding on the part of this House would 
occasion too great an expense. 

" Resolved, That this House having by its addrcss 
dated on the 2nd of the present month, prayed that 
His Excellency the Governor in Chief would ad vance 
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the sums necessary to enable it to pay the arrears Chap. 
due by it, and to defray its contingent expenses xxxv. 

during the present session, His Excellency, on the ~ 
5th of the present month, returned the follo"\\'"Ïng 
answer to the messengers appointed by the House :-

"Gentlemen,-! desire that you will inform the 
" House of Assembly that it appears to me that a 
'' full and unqualified compliance with the pray er of 
" their address for the issue of .:t18,000, on account 
" of their contingent expenses, involves questions of 
" great importance in a constitutional point ofview, 
'' and imposes a weighty responsibility, un der exist
" ing circumstances, upon the individual at the head 
" of the Executive government of the Province. 

" It becomes my duty therefore to take the subject 
" of this address into my most serious consideration, 
" and deliberately to examine it in ali its bearings; 
" this I will do, and the result shall be communicated 
" to the Assembly by message." 

'' Resolved, That when His Excellency called to
gether the Provincial Parliament for the despatch of 
business, he must necessarily have expected that 
such an advance would be asked for during the fust 
days of the session, and have been prepared to give 
a definitive answer on the subject; and that this cir
cumstance combined with the declaration made by 
him on the 18th January, 1834, that he was firmly 
persuaded that his refusai was in perfect accordance 
with the spirit of the constitution, and that no con
sideration of expediency could justify him in depart
ing from it, leads necessarily to the conclusion that 
the evasive answer given by His Excellency on the 
5th of the present month, is to be considered as a 
repetition of his refusai, and as being derogatory to 
the honor and the constitutional rights of this House ; 
and th at His Excellency has sin ce that time, un der 
vain pretexts and for purposes to himself known, 
delayed giving any further explanation with regard 
to the prayer of the said address. 
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Chap. " Resolved, That this condu?t .on the. part of t~e 
xxxv. head of the Executive renders 1t Impossible for this 
~ House to proceed w.ith its legislative and constitu-

. tional business ; compels it to suspend a number of 
measures of the highest importance brought forward 
for the welfare and benefit of the country; prevents 
the introduction of new ones; and places this House 
with respect to its officers, servants and tradesmen, 
and others to whom it is indebted, in a position de~ 
rogatory to its dignity and hon or. 

" Resolved, That this House expecting no co
operation of the other branches of the Legislature in 
the labor of a session calculated to promote the 
welfare of the country, cannot dispense with protest
ing, previously to the suspension of such labors 
which it has become impossible for it longer to con
tinue, against an act of the Executive government, 
by which the letter of the constitution is eluded and 
its spirit violated; and that in the meanwhile and 
until the people of the Province can be effectively 
protected by the labors of the Legislature thereof~ 
this House persists in demanding the impeachment 
of His Excellency the Governor in Chief of this Pro
vince, and perseveres in the allegations and in the 
prayer of its addresses and petitions to His Majesty 
and to the two Houses of Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, dated the first March, 1834, and in its 
resolutions of the 2lst February of the same year, 
on which the said addresses and petitions were 
founded. 

The same day (5th March) on which the Gov
ernor sent the above answer to the application 
of the Assembly for funds, he also sent them a mes
sage stating, in reference to that part of his speech, 
at the opening of the session, wherein the House of 
Assem?ly is informed that previous to the meeting 
of Parhament he had received communications from 
His Majesty's government upon subjects of vital in-
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terest to the welfare of the province, he now trans- Chap. 
mittcd the documents alluded to for the information xxxv. 

of the A::)sembly. Of t\ese, the only one of interest ~ 
is the following from l\Ir. Spring Rice, Secretaly 
for the Colonies ;-

Downing Street, 
29th of June, 1834. 

1\Iy Lord, 
" When called upon to undertake the duties of the 

Office to which His 1\Œajesty has been graciously 
pleased to appoint me, Your Lordship will readily 
believe that the affairs of Lower Canada were among 
the very first subjects to which my attention was 
necessarily directed. The importance of that most 
intercsting Colon y, the earnest anxiety which His 
l\Iajesty fèels, and which both Houses of Parliament 
have evinced for the happiness and well-being of all 
classes of His lVIajcsty's Canadian subjects, and my 
earnest desire to take such steps in the discharge 
of my responsible dutics as are best calculated to 
advance the real and substantial interest of all His 
Majesty's colonial possessions, would have been suf
fi.cient, under ordinary circumstances, to have in
duced me to examine the condition of the Province 
of LO\ver Canada most carefully. But I regret to 
think that the transactions which have taken place 
in Lower Canada within the last years, have to these 
motives added others of a strong but of less satis
factory nature; and force it to be not only necessary, 
but most urgent, to form a decision, and to commu
nicatc that decision to Y our Lordship. 

" Y ou are doubtless apprized of the fact that, on 
the 15th April, a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed "to enquire and report 
'' how far the grievances complained of on the part 
''of certain inhabitants of Lower Canada, have been 
'' redressed, and how far the recommendations of the 
"Committee which sat thereon in 1828, have been 



Chap. "complied with on th~ pa~t of His 1VIaj~sty's go ·ert;I· 
xxxv. " ment ; and to enqmre 1nto the mat er of certmn 
~" othcr O'ri"varces not then brouélt 1H1der the con-
183o. o 1...- " rl'l · C 't' '' sideration of the louse. _~_ ns omm1 œe wus 

composed of ail the members o[ the former Cana~a 
Committee of 1828, who contmue to have scats 111 

the House of Commons; together with such nd
ditional names as seemed best calculated to cnsure 
the faircst and the most attentive consideration of 
the whole subject, and to pronounce a decision that 
coulù not but be felt as authoritative and impartial. 

" In the mean while my predecessor had givcn 
notice of his intention to moYe for le ave to bring in 
a bill " to suspend the operation of the lst and 2nd 
'' \V m. IV. cap. 23, in so far as relates to the charges 
"of the Civil Government in Lm.ver Canada." 

" The Select Committee has met, and has continucd 
its cnquiries with the greatest zeal and industry. 
The most important questions to be examined by 
them have been-on what principle have the Govern
ment acted in the affairs of Lower Canada-and, 
have the Government earnestly and sincercly endea
voured to carry into effect the recommendations of 
the Canada Committee. 

" Such bcing the questions to be examined, ü was 
truly stated by 1\Œr. Stanley, that the Government, of 
which he formcd part, and the two prcceding Se
crctaries of State were put on their trial, and were 
called upon to defend themselves against serious 
accusations bcfore a tribunal of the most unquestion
able inteŒgcncc, impartiality and independence. 

" In ordcr to givc the Committee a full opportunity 
of fm·ming the best estima tc of the intentions and 
?f t~e acts of the Govermnent, my predecessor felt 
1t h1s duty to lay before them, without the lcast 
reserve, all the dcspatches and letters addressed to 
or written by this department, and which bear on 
the points nnder discussion. Not only have no 
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objections been made to the production of any papers Chap. 
moved for, but very many documents, not generally xxxv. 

considered as public and official, have been commu-~ 
nicated to the Committee, and the strictest examin-
ation and scrutiny into their contents have been 
frankly invited. In like manner every facility has 
been offered for the examination of any witness from 
whose testimony valuable information could be anti
cipated, and the enquiry has been prosecuted with 
the utmost candor and good faith. 

'' Although the Committee have not y et closed their 
labors, y et as it is of extreme importance that Y our 
Lordship should have the earliest intimation of the 
course of proceedings here, and of the intentions of 
His Majesty' s government, in reference to Lower 
Canada, I feel myself not only justified, but bound 
to state what I have every reason to believe may be 
the judgment of the Committee. 

" From the discussions which have already taken 
place, I feel confident that an opinion will be .express
ed that there has existed on the part of this Office 
the most earnest desire to carry into execution the 
suggestions of the former Committee ;-that the 
endeavours of the government to that end, have 
been unremitting, and guided by a desire in ali 
cases to promote the interests of the Colony ;-and 
that in many most important particulars, the recom
mendations of the Canada Committee have been 
carried fully into effect. 

" The Committee will probably add sorne expres~ 
si ons of regret, that these measures have not be en as 
y et successful ; but that heats and animosities between 
the two branches of the Legislature, and between 
the House of Assembly and the Government, arising, 
as may be hoped, from misconceptions, have led to 
the present state of things. 

'' I cannot but think that a judgment so conclusively 
given in favor of the conduct and policy of the 
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Chap. Government, acquiesced in, as I believe i~ is li~ely 
xxxv. to be, by the advocates of the more pecuhar v1ews 
Ts;z taken by the majority of the Ho~se of .Assembly, 

must produce a most favorable ImpressiOn on the 
public mind in Canada. 

"Under these circumstances, !have feltitmy duty 
to consult my colleagues in respect to the Suspension 
Bill of which notice was given, but which bill has 
not as yet been introduced into the House. To a 
measure of that description it is perfectly true that 
the Imperial Legislature may yet, however rcluct
antly, be driven ; but as it involves a departure, 
though not from the agreement intended to be made, 
yet from the agreement concluded by the strict con
struction of the lst and 2d Wm. IV., I am most 
unwilling that such a step should be taken till ali 
the means of amicable arrangement have been ex
hausted. In this opinion the confidential advisers of 
His Majesty concur, and it therefore becomes my 
duty to inform Your Lordship, that it is not my 
intention, during the present session, to proceed 
with the bill of which notice has been given. 

'' I do not by this statement mean to pre elude myself 
from the power of considering hereafter, either that 
bill or sorne measure of the same character, should 
events render such a course inevitable. But I sin
cerely trust that such a contingency may not arise, 
as I cannot abandon the hopes that this question 
may yct be satisfactorily arranged, and that the 
necessity for any such measure may be averted. 

'' Accepting the Seals of the Colonial Department 
as I have done in the mi dst of the discussion of this 
and other most difficult questions, and at a period 
when the introduction of the projected Suspension 
Bill has not as yet been sanctioned by the House of 
Commons, and this too at a time when the session 
is approaching toits termination, I must confess that 
I felt ~ repugnanc: to taking a step in justification 
of whiCh I could scarcely plead the authority and 
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rcsponsibility of my predecessor, and respecting Cha p. 
which I had not the opportunity or me ans of forming xxxv. 

a deliberate judgment <..f my own. I am also most~ 
unwilling to assume tha o: the new House of Assembly, 
which is about to be as 3embled after the next elec
tions, will be indisposed to listen to the just daims 
of a government which has, and can have no object 
more at he art than the ·Qromotion of the best interests 
of Lower Canada and the protection of the loyal in
habitants of that Province of ali classes, in the peace-
ful enjoyment of their political and personal rights. 

" To these abjects I shali earnestly and most serious
ly apply myself with every disposition to ad vise and 
to sanction ali such measures as may promote the 
progress and improvement of industry, of commercial 
wealth, and of civil concord among His Majesty's 
faithful Canadian people. 

'' I am aware that this determination will rend er it 
necessary to provide for the sums due to persans 
administering civil functions in the Province. In 
the mean while I can with truth assure Your Lord
ship that the pressure to which individuals may be 
subject is one of the considerations which renders 
the course I have taken one extremely distressing 
and painful to myself, and one which I should feel 
reluctant at adopting, were it not for the paramount 
interests which are at stake, and the important prin
ciples which might be involved in any different 
determination. 

'' Considering i t to be essential to the success of the 
effort which I am about to make, that all topics 
which may increase asperity or produce further 
estrangement ma y be avoided, I cali Y our Lordship' s 
attention to the principle on which the Select Com
mittee is disposed to act ; namely, to ex cul pate fully 
the Government, which the evidence before them 
justifies them in doing; but, at the same time, to 
avoid the crimination of other parties. As far as is 
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Chap. practicablc, I should be disposed to look forward for 
xxxv. the purposes of reconciliation and peace, rather th an 
~look back on events 'vhich are past, except where 

· such retrospect is actually indispensable fer our 
guidance and our instruction. It is beyond allmea
sure important that individuals who may heretofore 
have made strong declarations on the subjects in 
dispute, should not be chained up to their expressed 
opinions ; but that ali parties should be allowed and 
encouraged to resume these discussions in that temper 
of calmness and moderation which may lead to a 
just and a satisfactory result. Confiding in Your 
Lordship's discretion in acting on the spirit of this 
communication, 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 

Y our Lordship' s 
Most obedient humble servant, 

~(Signed,) T. SPRING RICE. 

The Governor, on the 9th of March, sent down a 
message, with a statement of the salaries remaining 
unpaid of the several items of expenditure of the 
civil government for the year 1834, expressing his 
reliance on the liberality of the Assembly for the 
necessary supplies for those services. He transmitted, 
at the same time, the accounts of the revenue and lati 
expenditure of the preceding year. He sent do·wn, cur 
on the following day, the cstimates for the current to 
year, made up, he observed, on the same principle puo 
as the two last years, adding that he confidently re- tino 
lied upon the liberality of the House of Assembly to 
provide the necessary supplies. The sum called for by 
was ëf57 ,618 sterling. 1'he gross revenue of the the 
year was ëf167 ,189, leaving, after deductin()' the ex- Pre 
penses of collection, and ëf41,318 the propo~tion due per 
Upper Canada, the net amount of ëf112,623 to Lowcr ans 
Canada, a sum short by upwards of ëf52,000 of that 
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of the previous year. These communications were Chap. 
totally disregarded by the Assembly, being neither xxxv. 

refe~red nor taken up in any way. ~ 
l-Its Excellency sent down at the same time, though 

somewhat latc, having, as previously stated, been 
censured by vote of the Assembly on the subject, his 
promised answer to their application to him for 
.t:18,000, to cover their contingent expenses. 

" With reference to the address of the House of 
Assembly, presented to the Governor in Chief on 
the 5th instant, praying for the issue of his warrant 
for eighteen thousand pounds currency, to pa y off 
the arrears due, and towards defraying the contingent 
expenses of the House for the present session, and 
to his answer, the Governor in Chief now commu
nicates to the Assembly the result of his serions con
sideration, and deliberate examination of the subject 
of their address. 

'' The Governor in Chief desires in the first plac~ to 
call the attention of the Assembly to the answer 
returned by him on the 18th of J anuary 1834, to a 
similar address of the late Housc of Assembly, 
wherein the Assembly is informed that for the reasons 
stated in that answer, he declines incurring any 
further responsibility by an advance on account of 
their contingent expcnses , until rclieved by legis
lative enactment from the responsibility already in
curred by him on account of advanccs amounting 
to nearly eight thousand pounds, made from the 
public funds of the province for defraying the con
tingent expenscs of the House. 

'' It do es not appear that any measurc was adopted 
by the Ho use to relieve the Governor in Chief from 
the responsibility above mentioned, although the 
Provincial Parliament remained in session during a 
period of two months after the communication of his 
answer. 

" Neither does it appear that any step has bcen 
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Chap. taken by the present House of Assembly towar~s 
xxxv. relieving the Governor in Chief from that responsi-
~bility. . 

"It is under these c1rcumstances that the Assembly 
now cornes forward with an application for a further 
advance to the extent of eighteen thousand pounds, 
which, if complied with to its full amount, would 
rend er the Governor in Chief responsible altogether 
for the sum of nearly twenty-six thousand ponnds. 

"Although fully sensible of the consequences to 
himself individually, which a compliance with the 
application of the Assembly exposes him under the 
peculiar circumstances of this case, the Governor in 
Chief can truly assert, that in deliberately examining 
the subject of the address of the Assembly in all its 
bearings, his attention has been chiefly directed to 
the consequences to the rights and interests of the 
people of this Province, which may result from his 
decision. 

" In a statement of the contingent accounts of the 
House of Assembly for the year ending on the 31st 
December last, certain items of charge are introduced, 
which the Governor in Chief apprehends cannat, 
strictly speaking, be classed under the head of con
tingencies, as being for the payment of salaries and 
allowances of individuals appointed to office upon 
the single authority of the Assembly. The items of 
charge here alluded to are those for the allowances surr 
of the Honorable D. B. Viger, as agent of the oft 
House of Assembly, in England; and for the pa y- :hio~ 
ment of the salary of the librarian appointed to that " 
office by the House of Assembly. "v: 

"The Governor in Chief takes for granted that the ais< 
a?ove mentioned charges are included in the sum of aut 
e1ghteen thousand pounds now applied for by the tin< 
Assembly. hon 

"Wit_h regard to the first mentioned charge,namely, 
that wh1ch relates to the Honorable l\1r. Viger the of 1 
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Assembly is possibly not aware, that in the session Chap. 
of 1833, the Legislative Council in a petition to the xxxv 

King, asserted that '' Mr. Viger had commi tted a 'Tsî 
" gross breach of the constitutional rights of the Le-
" gislative Council, by receiving a large annual salary 
" from the Assembly, knowing the same to be with-
" out the sanction of the law, paid to him out of 
"the public money advanced upon the single vote 
" of that House for defraying its ordinary contingent 
" expenses." 

" Moreover, upon the J ournals of the Ho use of 
Assembly of the session of 1834, a letter is recorded 
from Mr. Hay, (Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department,) dated 15th l\1ay 1833, ad
dressed to Mr. Viger, in which that gentleman is 
informed, that "His Majesty's Secretary of State for 
" the Colonial Department would deem the admis
" sion of a permanent agent by one branch of the 
" Legislature of a colon y, as an innovation upon 
"ordinary practice, inconvenient in its operation, 
" and dangerous as a precedent." 

"And in a subsequent letter, Mr. Viger is again 
informed, that Mr. Hay " has be en desired to repeat 
'' that the Secretary of State cannot consent to 
"receive him, (Mr. Viger,) in an official capacity." 

'' It is manifest, therefore, that the Governor in 
Chief by issuing his warrant for the payment of any 
sum in which the allowances of Mr. Viger as agent 
of the Assembly in England, should be included, 
would not only constitute himself a party to an act 
which the Legislative Co un cil declares to be '' a gross 
"violation of their constitutional rights ;" but would 
also in so doing give the sanction of the King' s 
authority in the Province, to an appointment dis
tinctly repudiated by His Majesty's government at 
home. 

" The other appointment above adverted to, that 
of librarian to the House of Assembly, with a. fixed 
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Chap. salary attached to it, upon the single authority of 
~the Assembly, appears to the Gov:ernor in Chief to 

1835. be one which canno~ be recogn~ze~ by the Exe
cutive Government, wlthout estabhshing a precedent 
pregr:ant wi.th very serions consequences to the co?
stitutwnal nghtsof the ot her branches of the Legis-
lature, 

" Very sincerely regretting the embarrassment in 
the prosecution of its labors which the actual state 
of the question relating to the contingent expenses 
of the Assembly has produced, and no less anxious 
to contribute to the removal of these embarrassments 
than to prevent, if possible, a recurrence of them in 
future, the Governor in Chief now recommends to 
the House of Assembly to adopt sorne measure for 
relieving him, by legislative enactment, from the 
responsibility incurred by him, amounting to nearly 
eight thousand pounds, as stated in his message to 
the Assembly of the 18th of J anuary 1834 ; and 
also for the payment of the debts incurred by the 
Assembly, after deducting the charges on account of 
Mr. Viger' s allowances, whose appointment has not 
been recognized by His Majesty's government, and 
has be en solemnl y protested against by the Legisla
tive Council, and deducting also the salary of the 
librarian. 

" The Governor in Chief, whose views in relation 
to the present application of the House of Assembly 
are precisely the same as those communicated by 
hi rn on the 18th J anuary 1834, to the last House of 
Assembly on a similar occasion, now desires the As
sembly to be assured that npon being relieved from 
the responsibility which in the last session did attach, 
and which does still continue to attach to him, on 
account of his former advances for defraying their 
contingent expenses, he will be prcpared to take 
into his immediate consideration the expediency o1 
authoriûng a further advancc to mect the curren1 
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expenses of the Assembly, during the present session. Chap. 
And with the view of avoidin()' further difficnlties xxxv. 

hereafter, the Governor in Chief recommends to the~ 
House of Assembly to take into its consideration 
the expediency of directing the proper officer to 
furnish the Inspecter General of Accounts previous to 
the commencement of the usual annual session of 
the Provincial Parliament, with a detailed statement 
of the varions items of the estimate for the contin-
gent expenses of the A"sembly, which hitherto has 
been stated merely in block. 

" According to the practice which has until now 
obtained in regard to the estimates of the three 
branches of the Legislature, it appears that although 
the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly 
exercise a strict and vigilant control over the ex
penditure of the Executive branch of the Legislature, 
and require detailed statements of every item of its 
expenses, the Executive government and the House 
of Assembly exercise no control over the expendi
ture of the Legislative Council ; neither do the 
Executive government and the Legislative Council 
exercise any control over the expenditure of the 
House of Assembly. . 

"In this particular instance, therefore, the prin
ciple of checks and balances which constitutes one 
of the most admirable features of the British Consti
tution, the model upon which the Constitution of 
Lower Canada was constructed, is altogether lost 
sight of. 

The Assembly having, for several da ys successive! y, 
adjourned for want of a quorum, and it being obvions 
that no further business would be attended to, the 
Governor prorogued the Legislature on the 18th of 
March, sanctioning but one bill on the occasion, the 
only act passed during the session. 

D 
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Chap. " Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
xxxv. " Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
~ " It appears by the customary official reports 

· transmittcd tome daily by the Clerk of the House 
of Assembly, that for sorne days past the attendance 
of a sufficient number of members to constitute a 
quorum, bas been wanting to enablc the Assembly 
to proceed to business ; and as it may be inferred 
from sorne recent proceedings of the Assembly that 
no further business will be transacted in that branch 
of the Provincial Parliament, I can no longer feel 
justified, notwithstanding my great anxiety to prolong 
the present session, in detaining from their homes 
and usual occupations, those members of the two 
Houses of the Provincial Parliament who may be 
disposed to persevere in the performance of their 
legislative duties. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
" I have upon this occasion only to express my 

regret, that the present session should have failed in 
producing those measures of relief in relation to the 
financial difficulties of the Province, which are so 
urgently required under existing circumstance. 

"It would have afforded me much gratification, 
bad I been enabled to report to His Majesty's govern
ment, that the responsibility so generously incurred, 
with the view of relieving in sorne measure the urgent 
wants of the public service, bad ceased to exist, 
by the re-payment from out of the public funds of 
the Province, of the advance equal to Thirty-one 
thousand pounds sterling, made in pursuance of the 
instructions of the late Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, from the military chest. 

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Oouncil, 
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly 
"~ informed you at the opening of the present 

SessiOn that I was then in possession of important 
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communications, and that I expected to receive Chap. 
others fi·om His 1vfajesty's government, upon subjects xxxv. 

of vital importance to the interests of the Province,~ 
The communications which "\Yere adverted to on that 
occasion, as having been received, have been since 
laid before you ; but I have not yet received those 
which I then informed you I expectcd to reccin~, 
and which I have reason to believe must now be near 
at hand. That the expected despatches will possess 
an extraordinary degree of importance to the general 
intcrests of the Province, and will require that com
munications should take place in relation to their 
contents, between the head of the Executive govern
ment, and the two Houses of the Provincial Par lia
ment, can hardly admit of a doubt being entertained, 
when it is considered that the Committee of the 
House of Commons to whom were referrcd in the 
last session of the Imperial Parliament, certain matters 
relating to the affairs of this Province, including the 
Petition of the Ho use of Assembly, dated the lst 
:rviarch 1834, recommended with reference to· the un
happy differences existing between the two branches 
of the Colonial Legislature, as weil as between 
the House of Assembly and His Majesty's govern
ment, that the practical measures for the future 
administration of Lower Canada should be left to 
the mature consideration of the Governmcnt rcspon-
siblc for their adoption and execution. 

"Under these circumstances, the premature ter
mination of the session, which is now unavoidable, 
is an event deeply to be regretted . 

The commitment of l\Ir. J essopp, Collector of the 
Customs at Quebec, to prison, for an alleged contempt 
of the Assembly, deserves notice. It was ordered, 
on the second or third day after the opening of the 
session, by a resolution of the House, "that the Col
leetor of the Customs for the Port of Quebec, do lay 
hefore this House, a return of ali vessels that entered 
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Chap. at said port with passengers during the year 1834, 
xxxv. statinO' the name of each vessel, and of the master, 
~ her t~nnage, the port from which she saileù, the 

numbcr of persons ta1·en on board, and the number 
landcd exclu::;ive of the crcw." 

In answer to this, the Collector addressed a note 
to the Clerk of the Assembly, expressing his regret 
that he did not feel himself authorized to furnish the 
return called for, unless un der the order of the 
Govcrnor in Chief; whcreupon it was immediately 
voted, " that the refusai contained in the said lettcr 
is a breach of the privileges of this Ronse." 1\Ir. 
J cssopp was taken into custody of the Scrgeant at 
Arms,-sued by order of the Assembly ,-cast into 
prison, where he remained until rclieved by the pro
ro6ation. 
In the biU passed by the Assembly, appointing John 

Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, Agent in England for the 
Province, a salary was providcd of 1:600 sterling, 
with an allowance of .:.E:800 more for contingencies. 
The bill' was lost in the Legislative Conncil. 

" 1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com
mittee, that in the event of the bill passed by this 
Rouse, yesterday, appointing John Arthur Roebuck 
Esquire, Agent for this Province, not becoming a 
law, the said John Arthur Rocbuck, Esquire, be 
rcqnested as AgcLL of this Ronse, to represent to 
His niajesty's government the interests and senti
ments of the inhabitants of this Province, and to 
Loth Houses of Parliament. 

"2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com
mittee, that in case the said bill should not be
come law, it is right that the Clerk of this Ronse 
should pay to the said John Arthur Rocbuck, Esquire, 
or to his order, out of the mo nies appropriated for 
the contingent expenses of this Ronse, a sum not 
exceeding six hundred pounds sterling, to indemnify 
him for his care and services in his said quality of 
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Agent ; and that the said Clerk be in like manner Ohap. 
authorized to ad vance to the said J olm Arthur Roe buck xxxv. 

Esquire, a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds ~ 
sterling, to meet his disbursements and contingent 
expenses in his said quality, of which said di~burse
ments and expenses an account s1lall be rendered to 
this House every six months. 

"\Vhile the Assembly were working for a reform, not 
to say revolution, in the constitution and government, 
assisted by the entire mass of the French Canadian 

· population, eo-operating with them, the Constitutional 
Associations of Quebec and :Montreal were equally 
active in preparing for the crisis. Branch associa
tions were formed in ali quarters where the inhabit
ants of British and Irish birth or origin amounted to 
any considerable number. Resolutions, explanatory 
of the irviews on the state of the Province and public 
matters, werc adoptcd, and circulars in conformity 
with them drawn np and transmitted to public men 
and bodies throngh the Province, without distinction 
of party, and in the neighboring Provinces, as weil 
as in Britain and Ire land.* 

Petitions also to the King and to the two Houses 
of Parliament wcre agreed upon, and l\Ir. Neilson 
was named for the bearer thereof to England, at a 
general meeting of the association of Que bec, held in 
that city shortly after the prorogation of the session. 
l\Ir. 1Valker, a barrister at :Montreal, was deputed by 
the association of that city on the likc mission. These 
gentlemen procecdcd in April, via New York, for 
En gland. 

It has previously been mentioned that it had been 
made a matter of deliberation, on the approach of 
the new year, by the Corporation or City Uouncil of 
Quebec, whethcr the mayor and members ofit should, 
on ncw-year's day, wait on the Governor to pay him 

* Thcse circulars, containing rouch valuable statistical informa· 
tion, are placcd in the appendix. See Letter G. 
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Chap. their respects, and that it had been resolved in the 
xxxv. neiTative. The City Council having been partially 
~ refurmed in the month of ~!arch by the re-election 

of sorne new councillors, and l\Ir. Caron, the former 
}layor, re-electcd, it was proposed, that the City 
Council should now go en corps to present their re
spects to the Governor. His Excellency very pro
perly declined the intended visit, which, consistently 
with his position and self respect, he could not permit 
until the previous proceeding of the council were 
explained. The following are the proceedings in 
the City Council as noticed in the J ournals of the 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Glackemeyer, seconded by l\ir. 
Plante, Mr. Caron was chosen Mayor for Quebec, 
for the second time, without opposition. 

]\fr. Glackemeyer, seconded by Mr. J. l\1. Fraser, 
moved, that the Town Council go en corps to the 
Castle of St. Lewis, to present their respects to His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief. 

Mr. Glackemeyer, in support of his motion, said 
that he had made a similar motion at the close of 
December last; but that it had unfortunately been 
rejected. He wouldnot detail ail the inconveniences 
which had resulted, as the real friends of the Co un
cil, who took an active share in its business, had not 
failed to convince themselves of it, and to remark 
that, since that period, all our applications to the 
constituted authorities had met with difficulties. 
Every one, he thought, ought to wish these difficul
ties to disappear, and to witness harmony between 
the Executive and the Council. He could not see 
a more :fitting occasion to secure this than the pre
sent, at the moment the Council was rcncwcd. 
The Co un cil was new and we had a new mayor, and 
he anticipated no objection to his motion. 

~~r. ~Iondor did not see the nccessity of such a 
motwn, and Mr. Robitaille remarked that it might 
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be weil to ascertain whether His Excellency would Cbap. 
receive the Council, before resolving to go to him. xxxv . ..._...,...._.. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. 1834. 

"TowN Co UNCIL. 
Tuesday, 7th April, 1835. 

"The following answer to the address of the 
Council, requesting to be informed at what time His 
Excellency would be pleased to receive them, was 
read, and appeared to cause no slight degree of as
tonishment to severa! of the councillors :-

" Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 4th April, 1835. 

" SrR,-Having submitted to the Governor in 
Chief your letter of this date, acquainting me, for 
His Excellency' s information, that the Common 
Council, at their sitting of last evening, had resolved 
to wait upon and pay their respects to His Excel
lency, and requesting to be informed at what time it 
may be his pleasure to receive the :Mayor and mem
bers of the said Common Council, I have been di
rected by His Excellency to testify to you in answer, 
for the information of the mayor and Common 
Council, that he is at all times extremely desirons of 
cultivating a good understanding with the Mayor 
and Common Council of Quebec, and duly appreci
ates the compliment intended by their resolve of last 
evening. Certain rumours, however, have come to 
the knowledge of His Excellency, respecting which, 
explanation on the part of the l\Iayor and Common 
Council is neccssary, before he can decide on the 
propriety of receiving their intended visit. It has 
becn stated and generally believcd, that upon a re
cent occasion a question was agitated in the Corn
mon Council whether they should pay the Governor 
in Chief the compliment of waiting upon him to pa y 
him their respects. 
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Cha p. '' Th at the performance of an act of courtesy and 
xxxv. respect towards the Representative of their Sovereign 
~- should be made a subject of debate in the ~on mon 

Council does indeed appear very extraordmary to 
H1s ~x~ellency, and st111 more extraordinary that a 
negative decision should have been the result of that 
proposition. The Governor in Chief is accordingly 
disposed to believe that he must have been misin
formed on the subject, and the more so because the 
desire now expressed by the Common Council is al
together at variance with the proceedings above 
alluded to. 

"The Governor in Chief, therefore, entertains the 
most confident expcctation that the Common Conn
cil will have it in their power to afford such an ex
planation of it as shall enable hlm, without prejudice 
to the dignity of his official station, to receive their 
proposed visit. 

'' I have the ho nor to be, Sir, 
Y our most obedient humble servant, 

(Si~ed,) H. CRAIG, 
Civil Secretary.'' 

A debate took place on the 9th lVIarch, in the 
House of Commons, on the presentment by J\Ir. Roe
buck of a petition said to be from divers members of 
the Assembly and Legislative Council ofLower Cana
dacomplainingofgrievances, (those probablyurged by 
the 92 resolutions,) in the course whereof it appeared 
that the Government ·had already determined upon 
theappointmentof a Commission to proceed to Cana
da and investigate the grievances, it being also stated 
at the same time, by Sir Robert Peel, (the Premier,) 
that the Governor in Chief had, six weeks previously, 
been notified by a despatch of the intention of the 
Government. Another warm debate occurred in the 
Housc of Gommons a few days after the above, on 
presentment, by 1Ir. D. J\I. Stewart of the petition 
of the Constitutionalists of :Montreal.' 
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A proclamation appeared in the Quebec Gazette Chap. 
of the 16th April, convoking the ProYincial Pm·lia- xxYv. 

ment, for the ucspatch of bu~iness, on the DÜth l_ lay~ 
following. So carly a convocation, after the late 
l.~l-orogation, SU.i]Jri,,c'l the pul>lic. ~he m,Ystery, 
however, was solvcd by an extra of the (luebec 
:Mercury of the 18th April, in vdlich appeared a 
despatch, probably that alluded toby Sir Robert Peel 
in his place in parliament. 

DOWNI.~:~G STREET, 

11th February, 1835. 
" l\Iy Lord,-In conformity with the pledge given 

in my despatch of the 8th of J anuary, I can assure 
Y our Lordship that His l\Iajesty's government have 
not ceasecl to direct their anxious attention to the 
discovery of those means \vhich appeared to offer 
the most reasonable prospect of bringing to a happy 
termination the existing differences between the 
House of Assembly of Lower Canada and the Exe
cutive gO\ ernment of the Province. ':this enquiry 
has been undertaken \Yith a deep sense of the im
portance of the object to be attained and has becn 
prosecuted with the most zealous and earnest endea
vors to arrive at a favorable result ; but I cannot 
disguise from Y our Lordship that throughout the 
investigation I have found myself surrounded by no 
cornmon difficultics. 

" Y our Lordship "\V ill recolle ct that in the year 1828 
a Committee of the House of Commons, was ap
pointed for the pm·pose of enquiring into the state 
of the civil government of Canada which, after a 
laborious and protracted examination, embodied in 
thcir report varions suggestions calculateù in their 
opinion for the improvcment of the administration 
of the Province. 

'' This report "\Vas declared by the llo use of As~ 
sembly of Lower Canada to be "an imperishable 
monument of the justice and profound wisdom of 

D2 
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Chap. the Committee," and to point out the certain mode 
xxxv. of removinœ ail the evils of which the people of 

.....__,..._... Uanada had complaincd. On a future occa:sion I 
1835. may cndeavor to show, and I hope incontrovertibly, 

the mauner in v,rhich the rccommcnclations of the 
Committee have been carried into full eftect. At 
present I will only observe that notwithstanding the 
general enthusiasm with which the appearance of 
the report was hailed by the House of Assembly, 
a spirit of discontent from whatew~r cause arising, 
has continued gradually to increase among the mem
bers of that body, un til in the last year it has burst 
forth with a vehemence altogether unparallelled. 
This spirit was remarkably cxhibited in the ninety
two resolutions passecl by the House of Asscmbly 
on the 23d of February, 1834. These resolutions 
wcre referred to a Committee of the House ofCom
mons on the 25th April, and occupied their attention 
for a considerable time. On the 3d July, the Com
mittee closecl their labors with a report, in ·which 
they did full justice to the anxiety of the Home 
Government to carry into execution the suggestions 
of the Select Committee of 1828 ; and declared that 
the cndeavors of the Government to that end had 
bccn unremitting, and guided, in all cases, by a 
desire to Promo te the interests of the Province. 

" The Committee delivercd no opinion upon the 
subject matter of any one of the resolutions sub
mitted to their consideration, but lamented that 
mutual misconception appcarecl to prevail, ·which 
they hoped might be removed ; and finally expressed 
their persuasion that the practical measures for the 
future administration of the affairs of Lower Canada, 
might best be left to the consideration of the Gov
ernmcnt, who were responsible for their adoption 
and execution. 

~' From that period up to the present day I do not 
find that any measures have been undertaken in 
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compliance with the recommendation of the Corn- Chap. 
mittee of the House of Gommons. On the 15th xxxv. 

November, the day on which the dissolution of the~ 
latc administration took place, Y our Lordship was 
apprized by 1\'Ir. Spring Rice, that he was prepared 
to transmit very full instructions on the varions im
portant points upon which it was esscntial for Y our 
Lordship to be informed on the approaching meet-
ing of the Assembly of Lower Canada; but in con
sequence of the event which had then occurred, he 
was prevented from making any further co mm uni
cation. Not being aware of the nature and purport 
of these contemplated instructions, Y our Lordship 
will see that I have thus been deprived of the fruits 
of the matured reflection of my predecessor ; and 
that on my own accession to office, I :find this com
plicated question very much in the same situation in 
which it was left by the Committee of the House of 
Commons, on the 3d J uly :-with this difference 
however, that the difficulties of its solution have 
been materially aggravated by the additional delay 
of six months. 

" In adverting to this delay, Y our Lordship will 
not understand that it is with the view of imputing 
biarne to any one, but simply for the purpose of 
expressing my regret that a crisis should now have 
arrived, in which a prompt decision is rendered in
dispensable, and that it must be taken at a moment 
and under circumstances when there exists a peculiar 
nccessity for the most carefi.ù review of ail that has 
passed, and for the most deliberate reflection on the 
consequences of any step that may be adopted. 

" The painful situation in which Y our Lordship 
has long been placed, and the pcrsonal relation in 
which yon have been made to stand towards the 
Housc of Assembly form no slight addition to the 
embarrassments which obstruct the successful termi
pation of the question at issue. It is qqe, however1 
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Cha p. to Y our Lordship to state that from your first as
xxxv. sumption of the GoYernment of Lower Canada, my 
~ predccessors in the Departrnent over ·which I now 

· preside, have signified their general approbation of 
the cond.uct you have pursued in the Administration 
of the affairs of that J:>rovince.-"'\Vith satisfaction I 
add that from an examination of Your Lord hip's 
Official correspondence, cornmencing at the period 
referred to, I can see no reason to dissent from the 
accuracy of these opinions. At the same time it 
must be obvious that the exasperated feelings so 
prevalent in the Assembly, and the alienation of 
that branch of the Canadian Legislature from the 
Executive Government, have rendered Y our Lord
ship's position so extrernely difficult as even to for
bid the hope that you would be enabled to employ 
with any good effect the words of conciliation and 
peace. Looking then at the matter of dealing with 
the whole of this subject, and bearing in mind the 
circumstances to which I have already adverted, His 
l\lajesty's Government are of opinion that the exi
gences of the case demand sorne more decisive and 
expeditions mode of proceeding than is consistent 
with an ordinary and regular correspondence. Y our 
Lordship's sentiments have been more than once 
expressed to the same effect. 

"The King has therefore been humbly advised to 
select an individual possessing His l\Iajesty's entire 
confidence, who bas been unconnected with past 
Canadian politics, and has had the opportunity by 
recent persona! communication with the members of 
His 11ajesty's Government, of ascertaining their 
views and intention more fully and unreservedly 
than could be possible by means of written state
ments. 

"This individual in the capacity of His :Majesty's 
Royal Commissioner will repair to Lower Canada 
full instructed to examine, and, if possible, to ter-



minate the various point of discussion, in the hope Chap. 
of compo·ing all tho e differences which have so long xxxv. 

ag:itated the Province, and which have deeply ~ 
affiicted His ~Iajesty s loyal subjccts. 

" 'Yithout attempting to give Y our Lord~hip even 
an outline of the in tructions ofwhich His ... Iajesty's 
Extraordinary Commi ·ion er "·ill be the bearer, it 
may be sufficient to inform y ou that hi mis ~ion "·ill 
not be so much for the purpose of promulgating any 
new principles of government, as of carrying into 
effect that system of liberality and justice to\vards 
the people of Lower Canada, which His ~fajesty has 
long since adopted, and which a committee of the 
House of Common recently declared had charac
terised the policy and conduct of ail those by whom 
the affairs of the Kingdom have been administered 
during the last ix years, although the result which 
has hitherto attended these efforts might perhaps 
render our hopes of the future les sanguine, it will 
not diminish the de ire or the determination of the 
King to satisfy ail the just daims and expectations 
of his Canadian ubject . 

" They will find that His :\Iaje ty i unwearied in 
his endeavor to e-tabli h" an impartial, conciliatory 
and constitutional Government in Canada.''-For 
this end it will be the object of His 1Iajesty to renew 
an enquiry into every alleged grievance, to examine 
every cause of complaint, and to apply a remedy to 
every abuse that may still be found to prevail ; for 
this end there is no sacrifice he would not cheer
fully make which hould be compatible with the 
fundamental principles of the Constitution it-elf, and 
with the continued existence of the Province as a 
po- e ion of the British Oro · . I am un ~;illin~ to 
be1ieve that the Canadian people can be in en ib e 
to feelings so truly paternal, which a Y our Lord ·hip 
weil knows have not been recently adopted or o:n 
the spur of the occasion, and for which we may 
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Chap. reasonably hope that His Majesty will be rewarded 
xxxv. by the loyalty and attachment of all classes in .the 
~important Province now under your immediate 

government. 
" Y our Lordship will communicate this de spa teh 

to the House of Assembly in the usual manner. 
Although without any direct information on the sub
ject fi·om Y our Lordship, I learn from other sources 
of intelligence, that the Legislature will have met on 
the 27 th of J anuary-should their sittings have be en 
adjourned, yon will take such means as may appear 
most proper for bringing the despatch under the 
knowledgc of the members, before the period of 
their re-assembling in Parliament. 

'' I will not fail to give Y our Lordship timely 
notice of the probable arrivai of His Majesty's Com
missioner, in order that you may be enabled to con
voke the Assembly with the least possible inconve
nience to its members. 

" I have the honor to be, 
l\fy Lord, 

Y our most obedient, 
(Signed,) "ABERDEEN." 

" Lieut. General 
Lord Aylmer, K. C. B. 

&c., &c., &c." 
" Viscount Canterbury it seems, was at first recom

mended for the important office ofHigh Commissioner 
to Canada, but declining, on account of ill health, 
Lord Amherst was spoken of, and actually ap
pointed. He, however, soon after waived the appoint
ment, and divested himself of the charge. The Earl 
ofGosford finally was selected as the High Commis
sioner, and accepted the office, assisted by Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir George Gipps. His lordship's appoint
ment was notified in the London Gazette of the 9th 
June, and repeated in the Quebec prints on the 23rd 
July. 
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'~ r.rhc following documents appeared in the Official Chap. 

Que bec Gazette of the 25th June:- :xxxv. 
DowNING-STREET, ~ 

6th :May, 1835. 
"~IY l.JORD,-Ûn rcferring to the despatches ad

dressed to Y our Lord~hip by the Earl of Aberdeen, 
on the appointment of Earl Amherst to be Governor 
of Lower Canada, and His ~Iajesty' s High Commis
sion er in that ProYince, I am induced to conclude 
that my immediate prcdecessor in office did not 
anticipate Your Lordship's continuance in Canada, 
after the arrival of IJord Amherst in that country. 
But on the other band I observe, that Lord Aber
deen studious1y avoided the use of ail expressions 
which could be understood as precluding the pros
pect of bcing reinstated in the government, when 
the dutics of the IIigh Commissioner should have 
been brought to a close. 

'' Sin ce I bad the hon or of addressing to Y our 
Lordship my despatch of the 22d ultimo, No. 1, I 
have availed myself of ail the resources at my corn
maud for becoming fu1ly acquainted with the state 
of the public mind in Lower Canada ; and with the 
position Ïl1. which circurrstances of peculiar difficulty 
have placcd Y our Lordship in relation to the House 
of Assembly. 

" The result has been to convince me that I shail 
best consult the public interest, by apprizing Y our 
Lordship that your administration of the affairs of 
Lov.;cr Can8.d::t must be considered as finally termin-

ated. 
" Y our Lordship will require no assurance from 

me of the reluctance with which I make this com
munication, the regret inseparable at ali times from 
the dischargc of su ch a duty, is enhanced in the 
present case by an apprehension of the miseonstruc
tions to whieh it may possibly give rise. I am, 
therefore, mlxious to disavow in the most unquali-



Chap. fied tcrms, any ùesi6n of conveying a censure on 
xxxv. any part of your public conduct, or of cou:lten~nc-
~ ing, by this decision, the accusations tow Inch lour 

Lonlship has been so repcatedly exposed. It would 
be highly gratifying to rr:y mn1 feelings, if I p()..,
scsscd so periect an acquaintance with the history 
of Y our Lonlship' s administration of the affairs of 
Lo,ver Canada, fi'om its commencement to the pre
sent time, as to be able to express that decided 
opinion upon the charges of the IIouse of Assem
bly, in the sessions of 1834 and 1835, which I full y 
admit Your Lordship's right to demand from His 
l\Iajesty's confidential advisers. 1'he period whieh 
ha· elapsed since Ilis ~fajesty was graciously pleased 
to en trust mc with the the Scals of this Dcpmtment, 
has not been sufficiently long to enable me to com
plete a review of the voluminous documents con
nected with that subicct. 

"I am, therefore,., peculiarly happy to find that 
Lord Abcrdcca, av'lÎli11g himsclf of his n;ore ample 
opportunities, was able to discharge that necessary 
and laborions duty, and that in his despatch ~f the 
14th February last, No. 22, he declared it to be due 
to Y our Lordship to state, that from y our first as
sumption of th~ go\ 2rnment of Lower Canada, ali 
preceding Sccretarics of State for this Department 
have signified their general approbation of the con
duct you b:d pursued, in the administration of the 
affairs of ·that Province, and that from an examina
tion of Y our Lordship' s official corrcspondence, corn
menciPg at the pcriod rcferred to, he, Lord Aber
deen, conld ..,ee no reawn to dissent from the accu
racy of thosc opinions. 

"The Kî11g commands me to state that Lord 
Ahcrdccn's clespatch, from which I have made the 
prcccding quotation, \vas not \vritten without IIis 
~\lajcsty's djrect previous sanction, and that in au
thorising the expression. it con tains of my predeccs-
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sor's confidence and approbation, His Majesty ex- Chap 
perienced that gratification which he invariably feels, xx..·w. 
when affording his support and countenance to any~ 
public officer whom 'His 1\Iajesty considers himself 
entitled to regard as having labored with fidelity 
and zeal in His :Majesty' s service. 

\Vith such a testimony from my immediate pre
decessor, so direct! y sanctioned by His 1\Iaj esty, 
Y our Lordship may perhaps be satisfied that is not 
incumbent on you to cali for a further vindication of 
your persona! honor and official conduct, I shall, 
however, be prompted to me et any such demand, 
should Y our Lordship see cause to advance it, and 
humbly to submit to His 1\Iajesty my opinion, not 
upon the more recent subjects of complaint men
tioned in your Lordship's despatches, noted in the 
margin, but upon any other topic of which Y our 
Lordship may think that His Majesty's decision has 
not hitherto been distinctly pronounced. 

Lieut. Genl. 

I have the honor to be, 
~Iy Lord, Your Lordship's 

1\Iost obedient servant, 
(Signed,) GLENELG." 

Lord Aylmer, K. O. B. 
"Notwithstanding the above, it was thought by 

the British population in Canada that Lord Aylmer 
was treated by the new administration, of which 
Baron Glenelg was the Colonial minis ter, rather 
hardly, the more particularly as jt had been stated 
by Lord Aberdeen in the House of Lords that, " if 
he could have prevailed upon himself to recall Lord 
Aylmer, he should never have thonght of sending 
out a Commission er," cl earl y intimating that the 
offices were to be distinct. A very general feeling 
of regret among the British population in LmYer 
Canada was expressedat the recall of Lord Aylmer, 
and addresses fi·om various parts were presented to 
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Chap. him. The first he received was from the Que-bec 
xxxv. Board of Trade, and in very flattering terms :
'la~ l\Iay it please Y our Excellency, 

· " 'Ve, the members of the Committee ofTrade, ap-
pointed by, and representing the mercantile com
munity of the city of Qucbcc, duly appreciating the 
attention and urbanity which have characteri~ed 
Y our Lordship's frequent communications with this 
Board, respectfully approach Y our Lordship, with an 
expression of our unfeigned regret, on the occasion 
of yonr intended clepartuTe from this country. 

" Deeply interested in the general prosperity of the 
Province, we cannot but deplore a circumstance 
tending to deprive it ofthe advantages which Your 
Excellency's experience in its Government, know
ledge of its resources, and anxiety for its welfare, 
guided by your acknowledged character for upright
ness of purpose, must have secured to it, had your 
continuance here been permitted. 

"Connected more particularly with the trade of the 
Colon y, both collective! y and as individuals, we grate
fully acknowledge the readiness so constantly evinced 
by Your Excellency to advance its commercial in
terests, and must not omit especially to instance 
Your Lordship's well-timed representations to the 
Home Government, against the abuses of the Court of 
Vice-Admiralty, andyet more, those in favorof our 
lumber trade, that grand staple of this and the other 
British North American Provinces. 

"Assailed as this most essential branch of our com
merce has been, and continues to be, by a combina
tian of persans, ignorant of its importance, or inter
ested in its downfall, we feel donbly sensible of the 
value of Y our Excellency' s tcstimony in its behalf, 
groundcd too on your persona! observation of its 
beneficiai results. 

" Strongly persuaded of the close connexion be
tween the commercial and political relations of a 
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country, and fully sensible that security to trade can Chap. 

alone exist undcr the protection of a well ordered xxxv. 
and consistent government, we view with apprehen--~ 
sion the inconsiderate rcmoval of Y our Excellency, · 
as indicating a system of colonial polie y, which, 
ready at the clamor of faction to sacrifice individual 
right to temporary expedience, threatens to subvert 
those national principles of good faith which have 
long given stability and character to British institu
tions throughout the world. 
'' :ftiay it please Y our Excellency, 

" In respectfully taking our leave we venture to 
express a hope tha tthe affairs of Canada may still con
tinue to occupy a place in Y our Lordship's recollec
tion, and that the influence which His Majesty's ap
probation of your conduct cannot fail to confer, may 
be used, as we are sure it will be, to promo te the 
true interest of this country. 

'' W e beg respectfully and most cordially to con vey 
toY our Lordship and to Lady Aylmer, our sincere 
wishes for your prolonged happiness and for your 
prosperous voyage to that land whose battles Y our 
Lordship has fought and \vhose honors you have 
won. 

" Gentlemen,-! thauk you" said he "very sin-
cerely for the expressions of regret at my approach
ing departure from this country, conveyed in this 
address from the Committec of Trade, representing 
the mercantile community of the city of Quebec
a community for which I shall ever entertain sen
timents of esteem and reg< rd. 

"lfeel, gentlemen, thati possess butslender daims 
to your thanhs, on account of any benefit which 
may have been obtaincd for the commercial interests 
of this colony during my administration. Although 
animated by a constant de::,~:·e to promote those, as 
well as all other public intcrcsts in the Province, my 
efforts to that effect have bcen invariably met and 
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Chap. counteracted, by a baneful influenc.e in t~e Prov~nce, 
:xxxv. whose only chance of prolonging 1ts existence Is by 

...._,...._... retardin()' the general improvement of the country; 
1834 ° . .[' · and many of those moments wh1eh, under more wr-

tunate circumstances, I should have been able to 
devote to the advancement of sorne useful under
taking or sorne beneficiai public measure, have been 
unavoidably occupied in contending (under disad
vanta()'es to which I forbear more particularly to al
lude ~n the present occasion) against assaults-some 
open, and others disguised-levelled against the 
most valuable interests of the Province, political as 
well as commercial, and which, should they be re
newed and crowned with ultimate success, must 
prove fatal to the connexion between Lower Canada 
and the Mother Country. 

I am full y sensible, gentlemen, of the great impor
tance to British Nor th America of the lumber trade ; 
and be assured that, although my official connexion 
with this country will cease to exist upon my depar
ture from it, no opportunity shall be neglected by 
me hereafter of upholding that valnable branch of 
commerce, and of promoting, as far as my very 
limited means will permit, every measure calculated 
to advance the commercial interests of Lower Ca. 
nad~ · 

And now, gentlemen, in scparating from you, let 
me desire of you to accept ffom Lady Aylmer and 
myself our very sincere thanks for the obliging ex
pressions regarding us both, contained in the con
cluding passage of your address, and in return to re
c?ive our cordial good wishes for the health and hap
pmess of ali those gentlemen, and their families who 
are parties to it ; and for the increasino- prosperity 
of the commercial city of Que bec. 0 

A general meeting of the Quebec Constitntional 
Association took place on the 31st J uly at which the 
following resolutions were adopted :- ' 
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lst. "That His Majesty's approbation of the con- Chap. 
dnct pursued by His Excellency Lord Aylmer, in the xxxv. 

administration of the affairs of this Province, has ~ 
bcen repcatedly conveyed to His Exccllency, and 
mo ... ·c particuh,r:y reiterated in the recent despatch 
of the Right Honorable Lord Glenelg, His ~Iajestys' 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart- . 
ment, dated, Downing Street, 6th l\Iay, 1835. 

2nd. " That notwithstanding the " support and 
counten:::nce" whi.ch the King bas becn thus graci
ously pleased to afford to a " public oflicer whom His 
Majesty considcrs himsclf cntitlcd to regard, as hav
ing labored with fidelity and zeal in His 1\'Iajesty's 
service," the Secretary of State has, in the same des
patch which conveys the King'sapprobation, appribed 
Lord Aylmer that "His Exccllcncy's administration 
of the affairs of Lm.ver Canada must be considered 
as finally terminated.'' 

3d. " That the motives which actuated the Secre
tary of state in coming to this d-.-cision appear to be 
founded in the position in which the Governor in 
Chief is placcd in relation to the Ho use of Assembly, 
in consequence of the accusations prcferred against 
him by a majority ofthat branch of the local Legisla
ture, in a series of resolutions which have been al
rcady declared by this Association to con tain" divers 
fa1se and scandalous imputations, of so general a na
turc as not to admit of answer or investigation. 

4th. "That this Association views with alarm and 
regret the sacrifice of the Royal Prerogative, thus for 
the first time offcred to the clamour of a party which 
openly questions the just subordination of the colony 
to the parent state, and avowedly inculcates resis
tance to its authority. 

5th. " That an humble address be presented to 
His Excelle ney the Governor in Chief, expressing the 
regret of this Association at the untimely recall of Hls 
Excellency, at a period wh en the result of the me a-
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Chap. sures adopted by him cannot as yet Le ascertaincd
xxxv. thus deprivino- the Governmcnt of the advantagcs to 

....._,..._.. o H' E 1 ' . d 
1835. be derived from IS xce 1 :D:cy s cxp~ncüc~,. a~ 

convcying to the ~eople o~ B· 1t1sh an~ In sb ?ngm m 
this Province the 1mpresswn that the1r best mterests 
are about to be sacrificcd to the misreprescntation of 
a few discontented and ambitious perons, and pray
ing that His Excellency will be plcascd to adopt such 
measures as to him may sc cm best calculated to con
vey to the foot of the 1'hrone the views of this Asso
ciation, as expressed in the preccding resolutions. 

" 6th. " That the said adclress be preparcd by the 
Executive Committee, and that the samc, together 
with a certified copy of the resolutions, be prcsented 
by them to His Excellency." 

On the 8th of August, the Executive Committee of 
the Constitutional Association of Que bec, attendcd by 
a large number of the members of the body, and of 
those of " the Mechanics' Constitutional Union", 
waited upon the Governor in Chief, at the Castle of 
St. Lewis, with the following address :-
:May it please Your Excellency, 

"\V e, the Executive Committee of the Constitutional 
Association of Que bec, deputcd at a general meeting 
of the members to present an humble address to 
Y our Excellency, on y our administration of the af
fairs of this Province being terminated, bcg leave 
most respectfully to express the unfeigned regret of 
the association at Y our Excellency' s approaching de
parture. 

Your Excellency's untimely recal at the present 
crisis of affairs, is the more to be deplored, as it 
precludes you from bringing to maturity the mea
sures now in progress towards the adjustment of the 
political difficulties, which have so lono- retarded the 
prosperity of the Province-and will ~ecessarily de
prive the Royal Commissioners of the advantao·es to 
be derived from the experience and local knowledge, 
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which Your Excellency has acquired during a resi- Chap. 
denee of nearly five years in Lower Canada. xxxv. 

'V e regret that the po licy adopted by the Secre-~ 
tary of State towards Y our Lordship, and the motives 
on which his decision is grounded, tend to con"\'ey 
the impression that I-Iis 1\:Iajesty's 1\finisters are pre
parcd to sacrifice the rights and interests of the in
habitants of British and Irish origin, resident within 
this province, to the misrepresentation and clamour 
of a designing party, who, availing themselves of pe
culiar and accidentai circumstances, have misled His 
Majesty's government, openly questioned the just 
subordination of the colony to the parent state, and 
inculcated resistance to its authority. 

W e therefore humbly pray that Y our Excellency 
will be pleased to con vey to the foot of the Throne 
the views of the Association, as expressed in a series 
of resolutions, of which we respectfully submit a 
copy, and that y ou will assure our Gracious Sovereign 
that he has not, in the wide extent of his dominions, 
subjects more loyal or devoted than the members of 
this Association, nor any more firmin their determi
nation to maintain his authority throughout the 
colony, and defend the rights, privileges and immu
nities which His Majesty's predecessors have been 
graciously pleased to bestow upon its inhabitants. 

In respectfully taking leave of Y our Excellency, 
we fe el that we should not perform our duty to those 
whom we represent, did we not assure you of the 
profound respect felt by ali for your exalted and 
manly character, and con vey our sincere and heart
felt wishes that you may long enjoy the happiness 
to which a consciousness of having merited and re
ceived yo:ur Sovereign' s unqualified approbation so 
justly entitles you ; and our hope that, when the 
King may again require Y our Excellency's services, 
it may be in a situation where your liberal and ex
tended views will be more justly appreciated and a 
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Chap. fairer field afforded to carry them into effect, than, for 
xxxv. unfortunatelv for the inhabitants, has been the case 0 

~in Lower Ca~ada. to 

To this His Excellency answered :- w 

" Gentlemen,-! receive with sentiments ofheartfelt "e 
satisfaction the kind expressions of regret at my ap· 
proaching departure from this Province, conveyed in a· 
the address which you have just done me the fi:tvour j1 
to present tome on the part of the Constitutional As-
sociation of Que bec. 

" The relation in which I have be en made to stand 
with the House of Assembly, in discharging my pub· 
lie duty, having be en assigned as a motive for my 
recall from this government by His ~Iajesty's :Minis· 
ters, I find it necessary to advert to certain proceed
ings of the assembl y regarding myself. 

" On two several occasions within the last two years, 
complaints of the most serious nature affecting my 
public character and conduct, in the administration 
of the government of this Province, have been 
brought forward by the House of Assembly, in peti
tions to the King and the two Houses of the Imperial 
Parliament. Their petition, addressed to the House 
of Commons in the first instance, contained an urgent 
appeal to that Honourable House to bring and to sup
port impeachments against me before the House of 
Lords ; but, although the Committee to which that 
petition was referred was engaged during three 
months in investigating the various subjects of corn· 
plaint it contained, their report, subsequently adop
ted by the Ho use, do es not allude in the remotest 
degree to the demand of the Assembly for my im
peachment. 

" Nevertheless, the Assembly, nowise discouraged 
by the failure of this first attempt, again approached 
the House of Commons, during the present session of 
the Imperial Parliament, with a renewed demaP~ 
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for my impeachment; and to their former complaints Chap. 
others of a still dar ker complexion were added. But ali xxxv. 

to no purpose-for it does not appear that any steps ~ 
whatever have been taken by the House upon this 
second petition of the Assembly. 

" For the success of the House of Assembly, in their 
attempts to injure me in the estimation of His Ma
jesty and his confidential advisers, I have only to 
refer to the despatches from the Colonial Department 
recent! y publi hed by my order in the Official Gazette 
of the Province. 

" From the ab ove rapid sketch, it will be perceived 
that the various efforts of the House of Assembly to 
injure my public character have only ended in ex
posing the impotence of their hostility towards me. 

" But there is another point of view in which this 
subject deserves to be regarded, and it is one which 
in volves considerations of infini tel y more importance 
than any of a persona! nature affecting an individual 
like myself. 

" The failure of these repeated attempts to establish 
the truth of charges so solemnly and so earnestly 
brought under the consideration of the King, and 
the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament, unavoid
ably places the moral character of the House of As
sembly in a very equivocal position; and it may, 
therefore, be reasonably expected that the Assembly, 
in order to redeem its own credit, and in justice to 
their constituents, who are necessarily (however in
nocently and unconsciously) involved in this disre
putable suit, undertaken in their name, and on their 
behalf-the Assembly, I say, cannot but consider 
themselves imperatively called upon to renew their 
demand to the House of Gommons for my impeach
ment before the Ho use of Lords. 

" Should any such demand be made, the House of 
Assembly may be assured of having my best wishes 
for the success of it : it is what I have long and ar

E 
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Chap. dently looked fm·ward to; for if, happily, their cause 
xxxv. should ever come to a hearing before the House of 
~Lords, my accusers will find, wh en in presence of 

· that august tribunal, that assertions, however confi
dently advanced, will not therc be suffered to pass 
current for facts, neither will vituperation be mis
taken for argument. 

" I come now to the subject of my recall from this 
government, which I cannot pass over in silence : 
since it is, in fact, the particular circumstance which 
has given rise to your addrcss. • 

"It would be highly un just towards those J\1:inisters 
of the Crown who spontaneously, and without any 
solicitation on my part, did me the honor of select
ing me for the very important office of Governor in 
Chief of British Nor th America, to suppose that upon 
that occasion they were actuated by any other mo
tive than a conscientious belief that, by so doing, 
they best consulted the public interest. 

" In like manner, those other ministers of the Crown 
who have subsequently filled the situation of Secre
tary of State for the Colonial Department, and whose 
approval of my public conduct you are already ac
quainted with, must have considered that by main
taining me in the office of Governor in Chief, they 
also were consulting the public interest. 

"His Majesty's present Ministers, however, imme- ' 
diately upon coming into office, have taken an oppo
site view of this subject, for I am now informed by 
Lord Glenelg, His ~Iajesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for the Colonial Department, in his despatch of 
the 6th of May last, addressed to me, (which will be 
found amongst the despatches recently published by 
my order in the Official Gazette of the Province, for 
general information,) that "he shall best consult the 
public interest by apprising me that my administra
tion of the affairs of Lower Canada must be consi
dered as full y terminated." 
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" Although differing, as it would appe:1r, from his Chap • 
predecessors in office upon this subject, it would be xxxv. 

cqually unjust to withhold from Lord Glenelg the ~ 
bclicf that, in rcmoving mc from the office of Govcr-
nor in Chief of British North America, his Lordship 
is sincerely convinced that he is best consulting the 
public intcrcst. 

"I will thcrcforc only add that, as the faithful ser
vant and devoted subject of the King, and as the 
firm and constant friend of the people of Lower Ca
nada of every origin, I do most sinccrely wish that 
thosc measurcs which His l\Iajesty shall be advised 
to adopt for the settlement of the disordcred and 
complicated affairs of this Province, may have the 
effect of establishing the authority of His l\Iajesty's 
government upon a solid and lasting foundation, for 
thereby alone will the public interest be bnst con
sulted. 

" I cannot, gentlemen, avoid saying a few words 
in answer to that part of your address, in which re
gret is expresscd at what you are plcased to consider 
my untimcly rccall from this governmcnt. 

"I undertook the Government of Lower Canada 
with a full knowledge of the principal difficulties 
with which it was surrounded, but thcse I did not 
despair of surmounting by a steady course of policy 
founded on the strictest impartiality; and a1though 
circumstances beyond my control have hitherto stood 
in the way of my success, I am, neverthcless, of 
opinion that the present state of the Province, un
promising as it may appear to a supcrficial observer, 
holds out every encouragement to the adoption of 
mcasures that would at once put an end to the diffi
culties to which I have alluded, and which will cease 
to be formidable the very moment of their being 
fairly grappled with. 

" To have been the instrument of carrying such 
measures into effect would be to rn~ a never failing 
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Chap. source of gratification during the remain~er of my 
n:xv. life. Since, however, this has been demed me, I 
~have only to hope that on my return to ~he s.eat ?f 

the Imperial Government, the representatwns 1t will 
be my duty to make, may be productive of good to 
the Province-should such be the result of my re
moval from this Government, and that having ceased 
to be officially connected with Lower Canada, I shall 
have the good fortune to accomplish more for its ad
vantage than it was in my power to effect during 
my administration of its affairs-then, gentlemen, I 
shall say that my recall, far from being untimely, will 
have proved a singularly well-timed measure. 

"Y ou may be assured that I shall not fail to con
vey, if I may be so permitted, to the foot of the 
Throne, the views of the Oonstitutional Association as 
expressed in the resolutions of which you have de
livered me a copy ; and in an especial manner I 
shall consider it my duty to rcpresent to our Graci
ons Sovereign ( what is in tru th the conviction of 
my own mind) that he has not in the wide extent of 
His dominions, ·subjects more loyal and devoted 
than the members of the Oonstitutiona] Association 
of Quebec. 

"The :flattering testimony of the regard and good 
opinion of the Oonstitutional Association of Quebec, 
addressed to me in the concluding passage of your 
address, could not fail to prove highly gratifying to 
my feelings under any circumstances.-How much 
more sois it when I consider the efforts which have 
with such unwearied perseverance been made, to 
blacken and defame my character from the very 
hour of my arrivai in Canada to the present time ; 
and that during that period every act of mine has 
bcen made the theme either of virulent invective, or 
unworthy detraction. 

"But, gentlemen, the evi] has produced its own 
remedy, since the favorable sentiments towards me 
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expressed in your Address, and for which I now Chap. 
offcr my warm and sincere thanks to the Constitu- xxxv. 

tional Association of Que bec, have furnished me with ~ 
the best answer that can be made to those who have 
sought to injure me in the estimation of my fellow 
subjects. 

"And now, gentlemen, farewell, and may every 
happiness and prosperity attend you, and ail those 
who are parties to the Address which has just been 
communicated to me." 

The Earl of Gosford arrived at Que bec on the 23d 
August, in I-I. l\L S. Pique, accompanied by Sir 
Charles E. Grey and Sir George Gipps, his Assistant 
Commissioners, and on the day following issued his 
proclamation, notifying, as Captain General and 
Governor in Chief, his assumption of the Government. 
The letters patent of His Majesty, bearing date at 
Westminster, lst July, 1835, appointing "the said 
Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles Edward Grey, 
and Sir George Gipps, Commissioners for the investi
gation of ail grievances affecting His Majesty' s sub
j ects in Lower Canada in what relates to the ad
ministration of the Government of the said Province,'' 
were also published in the same Gazette with the 
proclamation.-:+ 

* ÛFFIOE OF TITE SECRETAR y OF TITE PROVINCE, 

Quebec, 24th August, 1835. 
His Majesty has been pleased to appoint the Right Honorable 

the Earl of Gosford, the Right Honorable Sir Charles Edward 
Grey, and Sir George Gipps, to be the Commissioners for the in
vestigation of all grievances affecting his subjects in the Province 
of Lower Canada, in what relates to the government of the said 
Province, by the following commission:-
WILLIAM THE FouRTH, by the Grn.ce of God of the United Kingdom 

of Great Bt·itain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, to 
our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin and councillor, 
Archibald, Earl of Gosford, our trusty and well-beloved Sir 
Charles Grey, Knight, and Sir George Gipps, Greeting: 

Whereas, divers addresses have been preferred to us, by the 
Ronse of General Assembly of Lower Canada in North America, 
and d.ivers petitions have been presented tous by sunclry of our 
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Chap. A farewell entertainment was given by the prin
xxxv. cipal citizcns of Qnebcc to IJord and Lady Aylmer, 
~on the cvening ot' the 15th ScptemLer, and on the 

faithful subjcct ' inhubiting our said Province. in which ;:uldresses 
and petitions have been reprcsentcd to us, certain grievnnces of 
which the said H ouse of General Asscmbly and our su~jects aforc
said have by theie saiù addresses and petitions sought redress. 
And we beiug mindecl, as far as in us lies, to aft'ord the redress of 
evory gricvance by which any of our faithful subjects inhabiting 
the said Province may be affecteù, and having thereforc specially 
resolved to appoint fit pcrsons to proceeù on our behalf to our P.aid 
Province, thcre to investigate all complaints respecting the ad
ministration of the public afiU:irs thcreof, and have for that purpose 
made choice ofyou, the saiù Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles 
Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps. Now know ye, that we, 
relying on the approved discretion of you, the said Archibald, 
Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles Edward Grey, and Sir George Gipps, 
have, of our especial geace, certain knowledge, and mere motion 
thought fit to constitute and appoint, and do hereby constitute and 
appoint you the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Sir Charles Ed
ward Grey, and Sir George Gipps, to be our Commissioners for the 
investigation of all grievances atfecting our subjects in our Peovince 
of Lower Canada, in what relates to the administration of the 
Government of the said Province. And we do authorize and re
quirc you for thut purpose to proceed with all convenient despatch 
to the said Province of Lower Canada, and there by all lawful 
ways and means to enter upon a full and impartial enquiry into 
all complaints which shall to you be preferred respecting the ad
ministration of the Government thereof: and in the execution of 
this our Commission, our will is, and we do hereby require, that 
you do in all things conform to such instructions as shall be ad
dressed to you by us in our Privy Council, or through one of our 
Principal Secretaries of State. And whereas, for the better execu
tion of the powers so vested in you as aforesaid, we have by other 
Letters Patent uuder the Great Seal of our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, bem·ing even date with these presents, 
constituted and appointed y ou the said Archibald, Earl of Gosfm:d, 
to be our Captain General and Govemor in Chief in and over our 
Province of Lower Canada :-Now we do strictly charge and com
mand all our officers, civil and military, and all our faithful sub
jects and all others inhabiting the said Province, that in their 
sev~1:al places an~ 3;ccord.ing to their respective powers and oppor
~umtles, they be a1d1ng to you the said Archibald, Earl of Gosford, 
m the execution of this our Commi. sion and our said otber Com
mission so aùtlressed to you as aforcsaiù. 

In witness whereof, wc have causcd these our Letters to be made 
~atent.. \Yituess Ourself, at W e::;truinster, this first day of J uly, 
lll the snrth year of our reign. 

By W rit of Privy Seal. 
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following day an address, very numerously signed by Chap. 

inhabitants of the city and neighbourhood, was pre- xxxv. 

sented to His Excellency. His Lor<lship embarked ~ 
with his family on the 17th, on board li.l\L S. Pique, 
for England, which they reached in safety, narrowly 
escaping shipwreck, however, on her passage home, 
the ship having run ashorc in the Straits of Belleisle, 
from which, by the skill and presence of mind of her 
commander, the l-Ion. Captain Rous, sccondcd by the 
exertions and perseverance of the crew, she was with 
d.ifficulty extricated. On examination; after her ar-
rival in England, of the in jury she had sustained in 
her keel and bottom, it was deemed marvellous that 
she had escaped foundering on the passage. 

The insertion of a marble slab, with an inscrip
tion, in honor of the memory of Montcalm, within 
the chapel of the Ursuline Couvent, by Lord Alymer, 
has previously been noticed. His Lordship this sum
mer, shortly before his departure, caused to be erected 
on the Plains of Abraham, at his own expense, a 
truncated column or shaft, on a fragment of the 
granite boulder upon which \V olfe breathed his last, 
lying at, or very near the spot wh.ere he fell. 

The following is an ex tract from the Que bec 11er-
eury, on this subject :-

MONUMENT ON TITE PLAINS TO THE MEMORY OF 

WOLFE. 
" The last anniversary of the battle of the Plains 

of Abraham was aptly chosen as the day on which 
the names of the heroes, \VoLFE and 1\fo_~TCALM, 
were affixed to the sarcophagus, on which rests the 
beautiful obelisk raised to their honor during the 
government of the Earl of Dalhousie. The rcturn 
of that anniversary may be appropriated to a brief 
description of the monument lately erected by 
lieutenant general Lord Aylmer, while Governor 
in Chief of these Provinces, which completes tlie 
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Chap. series of testimonials o:ffered by posterity to the 
xxxv. memory of the devoted and the brave. 
~ '' The first and most imposing in its appearance of 

· these monuments, is the obelisk in front of the 
Governor's garden, so generally admired for its 
symmetrical proportions. It is a tribute common to 
both of the heroes, whose names it bears. The 
second, is a marble slab placed, with commendable 
taste and feeling by Lord Aylmer, to the memory 
of MONTCALM, in the chape! of the Ursuline Con
vent, within the precincts of which he was buried, 
in a grave partly formed by the bursting of a shell 
during the previous siege.* The slab has this in
scription, equally distinguished by truth and sim
plicity :-

Honneur 
à 

MONTCALM! 
Le destin en lui dérobant 

La Victoire, 
L'a récompensé par 

Une mort glorieuse ! 
" A monument to WOLFE on the spot where he died 

was alone wanting. The exact spot was known but 
to few, while the interest attached toit was increased 
by the lapse of time :-the last contemporary of the 
battle was no more, and the site would in a few 
years have become a subject for ccnjecture. Al
though the stone which had formed his death couch, 
had been preserved in its original position, it had 

*Very fanciful and poetical,but nevertheless a fable. No bombshell, 
as is weil known and proveable, feil during the seige of 1759 upon 
the Cha pel of the Ursuline Con vent, but severa! round shot passed 
through the roof, the marks whereof are still visible from 
within, though notexternally, the roofbeing since covered with tin. 
A bomb feil in the Chœur, or place where the nuns assemble for di
vine service, the mark of which also is visible, but this is a separ
ate building though adjoining the Cha pel. The remains of General 
Montcalm were privately interred in the evening of the day, or the 
day af'ter, his decease from n. wound he had received in the ac
tion on the Plaine of Abraham, (where also Wolfe feil,) in a grav 
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be en sunk bene ath the surface, in order to protect Cha p. 
it from pilgrims who came, not to enrich but to rob xxxv. 

the shrine, by carrying away as relies pie ces of the~ 
rock, hallowed by the dcath of Wolfe. Thcse con
siderations, it may be imagined, suggested to Lord 
Aylmer; the design of erecting a :Monument on 
dug for the pm·pose clo e to the northernmost wull of the Cha pel and 
in the north-western angle of it, near the Altar, a few offieers, pro-
bably of the general staff in garrison at the moment, and his Aides 
de Camp being present. No other body, it is said, had been inter-
red within ten or fifteen feet from the spot where his was laid.-
It is but a few years sinee an old lady of the Ursulines died, who 
when a young girl, long before she entered the Couvent, but living 
in its vieinity, bad, drawu by curiosity, witnesseù the interment 
and retained a perfect recollection of the precise spot where the 
remains of the General were interred. This she pointeù out to my 
venerable and esteemed friend, the Reverend Thomas Maguire, for 
many years past, and still, Cha plain to the Ursuline Con vent, who 
caused the ground to be removed, and the remains of a human 
frame found in the place indicated, to be exhumed, which he bas 
no doubt from the information he received from the lady alluded to, 
and others ofher cotcmporarics whom he bad consulted, were those 
of the General. The coffin bad entirely disappeared. The bones, 
with the exception of the scull, crumbled to dust on exposure to 
the air. He has caused the scull to be cm·efully enclosed in a 
glass case, which is preserved in the Chaplain's apartment in the 
Couvent, where the curions in relies of the kind may see it, by 
waiting upon the worthy Chaplain, and intimating a wish to that 
effect. Mr. Maguire, in opening the grave observed thut it was iso-
lated from other spots where the dead had been deposited, the 
ground adjacent for several feet, being firm and compact, and such 
asto produce a conviction that it had never been disturbed. 

The romains of Wolfe wcre conveyed to England in the Royal 
William, of 84 guns, and landed at Portsmouth on the 17th N ovem
bcr, 1759. They are, according to Mr. Hawkins' Picture of Que
tee, (published m 1845,) dcposited in the family vault at Green
wich, which that gentlemen states he Yisited in 1841, being per
m.itted by the surviving branch of the family to enter the vault, 
where he had the satisfaction of laying on the coffin of Wolfe, a 
wreath of laurel, as a tribute of respect for the memory of the 
departed Hero. 

This fable of the inhun1ation of the remains of General Mont
calm, in a grave made in the Ursuline Cha pel by the bursting 
of a bomb shell, reminds me of the tale of mm·der, and retalia
tion, wbich the "Chien d'Or," it is vulgarly believed, was intended to 
commemorate, which, however, my worth y friend Jacques Viger, 
Esquire, of Montreal, has, with indefatigable research and industry, 
ascertained by the most incontestible evidence to be, with the 

E2 
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Chap. this spot and as no accurate ~escript1on of ~t .has 
~ yct appcared, and as t~1e spot 1~ constantl:r v1s1ted 

1835. by strangers, the followmg partlcul~rs, wh1ch may 
be depended upon to be correct, will doubtless be 
intcresting to the public; 

"The monument lately ercctcd by Lord Aylmcr, 
then Governor in Chief, to the memory of \Volfe, 
on the spot wherc he died, is situated in a .field, 
the property of IIammond Gowen, Esq., bctween 
the honse of O. Campbell, Esq., and the race course, 
and adjoining the Gmnde Al1ée. The gronnd ncces· 
sm:y for the site was prescnted by 1Ür. Gowan to 
his Lordship for the pm·pose; and the monument 
is distinctly sccn from the roud. It is composccl of 
a half column of the Corinthian Order, two feet in 
diamctcr, and about ninc fect in height. It is cxc~ 
cutcd in :Montreal marblc, and shaped from a single 

exception of the unpremctlitated homicide of Ml'. Philibert, by' 
Mr. Legardeur de Repentigny, in a moment of tr::m~ port, and fol' 
which he obtnincd in due form letters of grace and pardon, 
ultogcthcr fabuloue.. Mr. Viger's antiquarinn and intcresting 
researches have not only stripped the tale of the "Chien d'Or'' of 
its <:harm but represent the unfortunate homicide of :Mr. Phili· 
bm·t in its truc Eght, and rcscue the memories of two of the 
French Intendants, I\Ic,srs. Bigot and Begon, fl'om the impn· 
tation of having been privy tt\ and ir.stigating his dcath. Ho 
exhibits even the letters of grace and pardon to Mr. de Repentigny 
by the King of France, and the proceedings thereupon in the 
Court or proper jurisdiction in Canada, verifying the matters of 
fact upon which the letters were gl'anted, and upon which hi par· 
don, by the r:ntherinemcnt of those lettere:, became conclusive, the 
whole developed step by step in so clear and satisfactory a man· 
:J.er by Mr. Viger, as to demolish the entire fabric of fiction to 
which the untimely death of Mr. Philibert, and the bas relief of 
the "Chien d'Ot'" still ovcr the portal of the house in Buade street, 
Que bec, which, at the time of his decease heinhabited, had given rise. 
Mr. Viger's demonstration of the falsity and utter groundlessness, 
with the exception above mentioned, of this widc spread and 
popular tale, is historically so interesting, that although it does 
not properly come within the scopc of this work, I may, never· 
theless, be pardoued for introducmg it in a subsequent stage, in 
"Yinclication of, and as an bornage to historie truth. 
~For Mr. Viger's Parliamentary aualysis, see the end of the 

next Chapter. 
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)lock. Together with the base it is turned and Chap. 

polished, forming a beautiful specimen of that valu- XXXY. 

able building stone. The sub-plinth is of chiselled ~ 
stone in order to form a contrast ; and the whole is 
supported on a pedestal of rocks, formed of the 
boulders of granite found on the neighboring sur-
face, in a conspicuous part of which pedestal is 
placed the r('!maining portion of the actual rock, 
on which Wolfe was supported whcn he breathed 
his last. The stones are strongly connccted together 
cmbedded in the solid foundation of rock; and un-
less the monument should be intentionally damaged, 
it will be as durable as the fame of him whose name 
it bears. The inscription, which is deeply eut on 
the column, is brief and emphatic, containing a. 
modest and delicate reference to that upon the slab 
in hon or of lVIontcalm :-

HERE DIED 

WOLFE, 

VICTORIOUS ! 

"The work does great credit to the mason, 1\ir. 
Xavier Malouin, who bas executed it in a very able 
manner, under the direction of Mr. Blaicldock, of the 
Royal Engineer Department, from a design drawn 
by Lord Aylmer. 

" The spot where Wolfe received his third and 
death wound, was in front of the redoubt, and rising 
ground, somewhat on the right and in advance of 
the monument. He was thence borne to the rear, 
and supported against a rock lying on the surface. 

'' In a small field, the property of the la te Mr. 
Moorhead, between the one in which the monument 
is situatedand the property ofCharles Campbell, Esq., 
about fifty yards due north from the column, imme
diately joining the fence, may be seen the remains 
of the weil whence Wolfe was supplied with water, 
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Chap. when 1ying faint and dying on the spot now marl::
:xxxv. ed by the column. This has been ever since known 
~ to the old inhabitants of the neighborhood as 

o • Wolfe's Well, but in consequence of a horse hav
ing been drowned in it about four years ago, it was 
filled up with rubbish, to the great regret of many 
who have never ceased to hold it in hallowed re
membrance.'' 

This monument, it is propér here to observe, hav
ing been chipped away and mutilated by idle and 
inconsiderate visitors, has been superseded by the 
more elegant structure now occupying its site, raised 
in 1849 by private contributions of the officers of the 
Army serving in Canada, and at the suggestion of Sir 
Benjamin D"Urban, commanding the Forces therein, 
who suddenly died, universally regretted, at Mon
treal, in the mon th of May of that year, before the 
completion of this column to th.e memory of his 
immortal fellow-countryman, to which he hadlargely 
contributed. 

Errata.-Instead of 1834 in the marginal notes of pages 73, 74, 
'75-and subsequently in this chapter, read 1835. 

After the wo1·ds "H. Craig, Civil Secretary," in page 80---i"ead 
-no explanation being offered the intended visit did not take 
place. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 
Parliament convoked-rumours-Constitutional Association of Cha.p. 

Quebec address the Governor-his answer-speech-agent in xxxvr. 
England-address relating to Mr. Galc-answer-address in~ 
answer to the speech-proposed amendment--Governor's mes- 1835. 
sage relating to arrears-address of the Assembly for arrears 
and the current contingencies-answer-address relating to the 
Jesuits' College at Quebec-answer-:Mr. Roebuck-address re-
lating to building or repairing churches-answer-public ac· 
counts-instruction to standing committee of grievances-Rifle 
Corps at Montreal-Ml'. Justice Kerr's dismissal-offence taken 
at speech of Lieutenant Governor (Sir John Colborne) of Upper 
Cai:lada~its effect in Lower Canada-public accounts-state of 
the Province-address to His Majesty-accusation and impeach-
ment of Judge Fletcher, and of Judge Thompson-complaint 
against Mr. Justice Bowen-against Mr. Felton, Mr. Gugy, and 
others-Committee on Grievances report concerning British 
House of Commons-report of a special committee relating to the 
Executive government--Post Office Department--Mr. Caldwell 
-Canada tenures' act--bill to reform the Legislative Council by 
rcndering it elective-vote of thanks to Messrs. Viger and 
Morin-prorogation-letter of Lord Gosford to the Colonial 
Minis ter. 

THE Earl of Gosford lost no time in convoking the 
Legislature, which, by proclamation bearing date 3rd 
Septetnber, was summoned for the despatch of busi
ness on the 27th October. In the mean time His 
Excellency assiduously cultivated, and, as many 
thought, obséquiously courted, even to self abase
ment, those tnembers of the Assembly who, he was 
informed by those surroundinghimandfirstinhis cort
fi.dence, were among the most in:fluential in the body. 
Sorne of the leading men in the district of :Montreal, 
including 1\iessieurs Papineau and Debartzch, visited 
him immediately after his arrivai at Que bec, probably 
to sound and ascertain his views on public matters. 
A caucus or meeting of members of the Assembly, 
and other notables, was held about the same time at 
Three Rivers, to determine upon the course most 
proper to be adopted towards the new Governor, 
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Chap. and in particular towards the commission of which 
:xxxvr. he was the chief. The French papers, and the 
~ Vindicator published in English, in l\Iontreal, by Dr. 

E. B. O'Callaghan, a man of talents, but an ultra 
partizan, who, having succecded .Doctor Tr~cy as 
editor of that paper, had also obtmned a seat In the 
Assembly,hcld out that no business would be entered 
upon by the Assembly un til a sum sufficient to cover 
its contingencies were advanced, and unconditionally, 
at the discretion of the IIouse. It appeared also to 
be the determination of the leading members of the 
Assembly, not to recognize or acknowledge the Com
missioners nor Commission in any manner, as they 
had not been appointed under parliamentary au-
thority, but by the King's authority solely! . 

The day fixed for the meeting of Parliament was 
at hand, and it being rumored that His Excellency 
would ad-vance "the contingencics/' the Constitu
tional Association of Que bec met, and having passed 
several resolutions, prepared also an address to the 
Governor, which, the day before the opening of Par
liament, they presented him. 

It represented that " the petitioners, as weil for 
themselves as deputed on the part of certain inha
bitants of Lower Canada who signed divers peti
tions presented to I-Iis Majesty and both Houses of 
Parliament during its last Session, praying to be 
protected in their just rights as British subjects, 
have found it their indispensable duty most humbly 
to submit to Your Excellency, that still suffering 
under the grievances and abuses of which they com
plained in the said petitions, they cannot but enter
tain a lively anxiety that their condition may in no 
respect be rendered worse, in the humble expecta
tion that His Majesty and Parliament, after having 
afforded them a full hea1·ing, will extend to the afore
said petitioners that relief which they therein du
tifully implored. 



ù the 
~~Dr. 
'ultra 

ens 
mthe 
nterell 

yan· 

illt \\"al 

~llencr 
~stitu· 
~as. -ffi 
to tne 
If Par· 

1ell for 
inlla· 
peri· 
~e of 
1; to IJe 

~jec~, 
r,mol.r 
èring 
corn· 
nt er· 
in no 
1ecta· 
a ring 
tfore· 
1 du· 

111 

"Y our petitioners fnrther humbly represent :- Chap. 
" That it is the ancient and undoubted right of xxxvr. 

British subjects not to be compelled to contribute ~ 
to the public cxpenditure othcnYise than according 
to the provisions of law. 

" That by Act of the British Parliament, 31 Geo. 
ill., cap. 31, establishing the Governmcut of this 
Province, the power of making laws not repugnant 
to the said Act is vested in His lVIajesty by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
and Asscmbly of the said Province and not other-
wise. 

" That no application of monies levied on the 
subject in this Province can be lawfully made, un
less by Acts made and consented to by the three 
branc 1es of the Legislature constituted by the said 
Act, or by virtue of the King's lawful prerogative 
ovcr the revenues that may appertain to the Cro·wn, 
or by laws having force in this Province. 

"That the claim which has recently been insisted 
•1pon by the Ilonse of Assembly, and occasionally 
acted upon by the Legislative Council to obtain, by 
s2paratc addrcsses to the Governor, advances of un
appropriatcd moncy, undpr the plea of defraying 
contingent expenses, but in reality embracing the 
ni aymcnt of salaries or allowances not legally estab~ 
ished, and more particularly as respects the preten· 
sions of the Assembly for expenses not incurred or 
to be incurred for the business of the Session of 
that House, is altogethet unfounded in law, unsup
ported by parliamentary usage, and subversive of 
the riO'hts and liberties of British subjects. 

" That among the varions instances in which this 
claim has becn set up, none is more calculated to 
produce alarm in the minds of His Majesty's sub~ 
jects than the encouragement held ont by the reso
lutions of the Assembly, of the 2lst Fcbruary, 1834, 
to the supporters of the majority in that body to 



112 

Ohap. organize committees of correspondence, a· d the 
mvr. pledO'e therein tendered of the public funds of the 
~Province for the reimbursement of the exper1ses to 

· be incurred by such committees in furthel'ing their 
views, which proceeding is open usur~Jat10n of 
powers not conferred on the Assembly by the law 
and Constitution of the Province, is destructive of 
order and government, and subversive of the rights 
and liberties of His Majesty's subjects therein. 

"That in the present st~ · te of the representation 
in the House of Assembly, wherein those who con
tribute a very large proportion of the rovincial 
revenue are not represente , and the majority of its 
members are elected by people claiming a nationality 
distinct from the rest of ffi ,, ~iajesty's subjects, and 
acting under the influence f prejudices and feelings 
hostile to those of other national origins, the power 
claimed by the House of Assembly of disposing of 
public money without the consent of the whole Le
gislature, cannat be expectcd to be exercised for the 
common welfare of ali His Majesty's subjects in this 
Province, but rather in furtherance of hvstility to 
numerous classes of their fellow-citizens, a 1d for the 
reward of unprincipled and corrupt part,zans and 
supporters, whereby the danger to the rights and 
liberties of the subject is rendercd imminent. 

" That one of the great advantages of an elec
tive branch of the Legislature, is the check which 
ought to result therefrom on profuse and unnecessary 
expenditure of public money on the part of the Ex
ecutive officers, but that this check would become 
altogether unavailing if the Assembly were to obtain 
the distribution of public money among them selves, 
or persans of their own choicc, without the consent 
of~ the other branches, and the subject be th us left 
~1thout sufficient security against rapacity, corrup
tion and tyrann y. 
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" Y our petitioners therefore most humbly pray Chap. 
that Y our Excellency would be pleased to take the xxxvr. 
premises into your favorable consideration, and ex-~ 
tend to your petitioners herein the protection of 
their Most Gracions Sovereign ; and your petitioners 
as in duty bound, will ever pray." 

To which His Excellency replicd :
"GENTLEMEN,-! receive this Address with ail 

the consideration which is due to the character of 
the wealthy, influential and enlightencd gentlemen 
by whom it is brought before me, and to the value 
and usefulness in the Colony of those whose wishes 
it purports to con vey. 

"But as within twenty-four hours, my course 
upon the matter, to which y our petition refers, must 
be declared to the Legislature, I cannot think that 
any good end could be gained, by anticipating the 
announcement. I will only state that I am furnished 
with precise instructions on the subject from His 
Majesty's Government, whose motives, I beg you to 
be assured, are guided by the sole desire of ad
vancing the happiness and welfare of ail classes of 
His Majesty's Canadian subjects." 

The Session was opened on the 27 th October, with 
the following speech from the throne by Ilis Excel
lency:-

Gentlemen of the L egislative Oouncil, 
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

" It is in no ordinary circumstance that I me et y ou, 
and consequences of vast importance depend on the 
impression you may receive from my words. Dis
sensions have almost arrcsted the course of Go vern
ment. The supplies required for carrying into ex
ecution the laws by which society is held toge th er, 
have now for a considerable period been withheld. 

The most urgent and conflicting statements of 
numerous grievances by adverse parties, have been 
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Chap. borne to the Throne of His Majesty; but accompanied CJ·O 

mvr. with expressions of an apprehension that the :Minis- rrer 
~ ters of the CrO\vn might not ha-ve that practical and CJ~ 

· local knowledge of the Province, which is necessary care 
for the discernment of the most appropriate reme- 11e1 

dies. I am sent amongst you therefore, not only as po 
y our Governor, but as the head of a Commission 
upon which the task is imposed, of enquiring fully, 
and upon the spot, into the complaints which have 
becn made; and of offcring to the King, and to the 
Councils by which the Throne is surrounded, the de-
liberate conclusions of the Commissioncrs. · 

" Thcre arc sorne cases in which the Executive 
power of the Government will of itself be su:fficient 
to supply a remedy; in others, though he cannot 
act by himself, yet with the help of one or both 
branches of the Provincial Legislature, he may effec
tually accomplish what is required; there are others 
in which the laws and institutions of the United 
Kingdom make it impossible for us, without the enact
mcnts or sanction of the authorities in England, to 
effect what is asked ; so that if we were to act, we 
should be acting unlawfully ; if we were to make 
laws, they would be binding upon no one. 

" If these distinctions are borne in mind whilst I 
state to you the commands I have reccived from 
Ilis Majesty, and the policy to which I shall adhere, 
I am confident that I shall satisfy ali impartial minds 
of the m~gnanimity and wisdom with which His 
Majesty has listened to your complaints ; of the re
solution which has becn taken to redress every 
gricvance under which any class of His 1\Iajesty's 
~anadian subjects may labor, and of my determina
twn to do all of which I am capable, in giving effect 
to these generous and wise intentions. As Gaver
nor, I will execute with alacrity, impartiality, and 
firmness, whatever I am competent to do of myself; 
as head of the Provincial Legislature, I will zealously 
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co-operate with its other members in the redress of Chap. 
every evil they may find occasion to correct ; as xxxvr. 

Com.11 issioner, I pledge myself that a prompt, but~ 
careful cxamination will be made of those still 
wcightier mattcrs w hi ch d~pcnd upon the highest 
powers of the Empire ; and that having with the 
most anxious thought and solemn deliberation, ar-
rivcd at our conclusion, the Commissioners will 
state them with an earncstness of pm·pose, calculated 
to give additional force to the authority which they 
ought to derive from having been deemed worthy of 
so grave a charge. 

"In what I shaH now proceed to communicate, it 
is not my design, nor amI authorised by His Ma
jesty, to conde mn or applaud generally the conduct 
of any one ; the abatement of dissensions, and the 
conciliation of adverse parties, are the objects at 
which I aim : the good will of the Canadians of all 
ranks and classes; the confidence of the representa
tives of the people, the respect of ail branches and 
members of the Government are what I ardently 
desire to earn and to retain, and in this I hope to 
succeed, because I am conscious that my intentions 
deserve it. With as much freedom from fear or 
favor as I have promised to act, I will now speak of 
the things of which y ou have complained, and of the 
remedies which I hope to see applied. 

" It is affirmed that the French origin of the ma
jority of the inhabitants of Lower Canada has been 
made a pretext for excluding them from office and 
employment, and for retaining them in a state of 
political inferiority. I disclaim, on the part of His 
11ajesty and oÎ the British people, so ungenerous a 
motive. I-Iaving long ago become a part of the 
family ofllritish subjects, our constitution recognises 
nothing, as a mark of disfavor, which may denote 
the cstrangement of their ancestors in a former 
century. It regards nothing in the present genera-
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Chap. tion as demerit, save misconduct. The circum- that 
xxxvi. stances which united this country with the British 
~Empire, must necessarilJ: have ?ccas~one.d for .sorne 

time afterwards an exclusiOn of Its pnor ml:labltants 
from offices of government, and the bias navoida
bly received may in sorne degree have in~luenced, 
even to the present day the course of affairs. 
N either is it possible, in the distribution of political 
offices at any time, or in z,ny circumstanees, to be 
guided entirely by a reference to the numbcr of in
dividuals who may be comprised in this or jn that 
class. But I assure you that in this respect, my 
instructions enjoin upon me the utmost impartiality, 
and an entire disregard of distinctions derived from 
difference of origin. Fitness for the trust is the 
criterion to which mainly, if not entirely, I am to 
look,-and I do not hesitate to avow the opinion, 
that in every country, to be acceptable to the great 
body of the people is one of the most essential ele
ments of fitness for public station. 

" So great is the solicitude of His Majesty to take 
the most effectuai security against the occurrence of 
any abuse in the distribution of His patronage, that 
He has commanded the adoption of arrangements 
designed to elicit a far more particular account than 
heretofore, of the exercise of this part of His dele
gatcd authority in Lower Canada; and He has been 
further pleased to direct that ail offices in His gift, 
of which the emoluments shaH exceed a stated sum, ties 
shall not be granted, except under the public seal thar 
of the Province, in pursuance of warrants to be sala 
issucd for that purpose by His Majesty. cali! 

"Complaint is also made that incompatible offices the 
arc in sorne cases held by the same pcrson. In corn 
whatsoevcr degree this gri2vance may be found to 
exist, IIis l\Iajesty has sign~fied to me his expccta- has 
tion that it should be completely remcdicd. Com- acce: 
mencing with the highcst, I have formcd the opinion nece: 
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that it is neither right nor consistent with the whole- Chap. 
sorne separation and indcpendencc of the principal :xxrvr. 
bodies of the Government, and with the dignity of their ~ 
members, that out of the limited number of Execu-
tive Councillors in this Province, severa! should hold 
offices under the Legislative Council and Ilonse of 
Assembly. I desire, however, that it may be under-
stood that no dissatisfaction with the conduct of the 
members of the Executive Council, nor any mark 
whatever of His Majesty 's displeasure is intended to 
be conveyed. The immediate retirement of those 
gentlemen who prefer to retain their appointments 
under the Legislative body, might embarrass or in
terrupt the proceedings of the Court of Appeals, but 
I felt it my duty to impart to them the conclusion 
to which my mind had come : I shall communicate 
the same opinion to the proper authorities at home, 
and I entertain no doubt that as soon as their places 
can be supplied, according to the forms prescribed 
by law, effect will be given to the wish they have 
exprcssed to relinquish their seats in the Executive 
Council. My views are not limited to these cases. 
No union of incompatible or incongruous offices 
will be willingly acquiesced in by me: but I wish 
to be understood as speaking of offices of which the 
duties cannot conveniently or with propriety be dis
charged by the same person. In sorne instances, 
the division of offices is merely nominal, and the du-
tics arc more conveniently discharged by one person, 
than they could be by two. In other instances, the 
salary of the office is so small, or its duties so seldom 
called for, that without a union with sorne other, 
the employmcnt conld only be made acceptable to a 
competerlt person by an increase of emolument. 

" It i~ stated as a grievance that the Government 
has at various times refused to give the Legislature 
access to accounts, and other douments, which were 
necessar:y for the prosecution of its enquiries, and 
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Cha p. that the Executive has not in all cases communicated \\hl 
:xxxvr. when requested, the despatches which have passed pee 
~ between the Colonial Department and the local in5t 

· Government. His 1\'Iajesty' s Government fears that Sen 
the Assembly may have been exposed to some in- or· 
convenience from this source. The rule which I am ùe 
instructed to follow, is a freedom from all unneccs-
sary reserve; I am commanded to withhold no in- wl 
formation from the Provincial Legislature which can 
be communicatcd without a violation of confidence, 
of special detriment to the public service; and in 
particular, I am to offer y ou the full est assistance in 
investigating evcry thing connected with the revenue 
and with financc.-There is scarcely any document 
within the power of the Government, which it will 
not always be ·willing to lay before you, exccpt those 
confidcntial communications with the authorities at 
home, or with its own officers hcre, which, it is ob
vious could not be made pt1blic in all cases and at 
all seasons, without extreme inconvenience. As an 
earnest of the sincerity of thosc intentions, I have 
given directions that a· copy of the annual return, 
generally known as the Blue Book, should in future 
be presented to each branch of the Legislature ; and 
since correct information on the statistics of the Pro
vince is an object of general importance, I invite 
your assistance in rendering all returns of this nature 
as accurate and as comprehensive as possible. 

"The too frequent reservation of bills for the sig
nification of His Majesty's pleasure, and the delay 
in communicating the King's decision upon them, is 
a grievance of which His l\Iajesty's Government are 
solicitous to prevent the recurrence. I shall con
sider the power of rcserving bills as a right to be 
employed not without much caution, nor except on 
sorne evident necessity. llis Majesty's Government 
also undertake, on thcir part, to bestow the most 
prompt attention on every question of this nature, 
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which may be brought under their notice ; and es- Chap. 
pecially, that no measure having for its object the n:xvr. 
institution, in the Provinces, of any Colleges or~ 
Schools for the advancement of Christian knowlcdge 
or sound learning, shall hereafter be unnecessarily 
deferred. 

"Connected with this subject, is the lapse of time 
which, it is stated, has on various occasions, occur
red in conveying to the Legislature His Majesty's 
answers to their addresses. It is very possible that 
dela ys which ali would regret, may haYe taken place ; 
in some instances, perhaps, occasioned or prolongcd 
by circumstances which no activity or zcal in His 
1\iajesty's service could have obviated; but His ~Ia
jesty takes so deep, and if I may use the expression, 
so pcrsonal an interest in the affairs of this country, 
that llis Ministers have received the most unquali
fied commands to lay before His Majesty, immediately 
on its arrival in England, cvery communication 
which either branch of the Legislature may address 
to the Throne, and to see that His Majesty's 
answer be conveyed to the Province with the ut
most possible despatch. 

" There have been several complaints of other 
matters ; such as of the undue preference of the 
English to the French language; of improperly 
calling on the judges for extra judicial opinions on 
matters which might subsequent! y come bcfore them 
for decision ; of an interference in the elections of 
the representatives of the people, and of other 
matters on which I should scarcely have thought it 
necessary to make any special observations, because 
I can assure y ou, generally, and without reservation, 
that any course of government liab1e to such impu
tations would be marked by the displeasure of His 
Majesty, and because I rely upon y our giving me so 
much of your confidence as not to suppose before 
hand that I should subject myself in these respects 
to any just reproach. 
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Cha p. " With respect, however, to any un due partiality 
xxxvr. to the English language, it may not be superfluous 
~ to apprise you :nore . explicitly .that His ~Iajesty 

disapproves, and IS des1rous to discourage and pre
vent the adoption of any practice which would de
prive either class of his subjects of the use, in their 
official acts, of that tangue with which early habits 
and education may have rendered them most familiar; 
and that if you should deem requisite to pass a law, 
for securing both the English and French inhabitants 
of this Province against any disadvantage arising 
from an undue preference to either language, I 
should be prepared willingly to assent to the mea
sure. 

" It has been represented as another grievance 
that exorbitant fees have been charged in sorne of 
the public offices. I have not yet been sufficiently 
long in the Province to have obtained accurate 
information on this subject; but I am willing to con
cur with you in a revision of the fees of every office 
in the Province, and in the appointment, should you 
think it expedient, of a commission of enquiry for 
that purpose. His Majesty has no wish on the 
subject, but that the remuneration of ail public 
officers, from the highest to the lowest, should be 
so regulated as to provide for the efficient dis
charge of the public service,-an abject which can
nat effectually be secured without a fair remunera
tion to the persons employed by the public. 

"I will readily co-operate, if it be desired, with a 
Committee of both Houses, or of either House, in an 
enquiry not only into certain rules of practice, 
made by the Courts of Law, which, it has becn 
stated in addresses to the Throne, have exceeded the 
j?st authority of the Judgcs, but also into the prac
tlce and proceedings of the superior tribunals with 
a view to rendering them more prompt and m~thod
ical, and less expensive. I apprehend, however, 
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that after such an en quiry, 1t might not be in the Oh11p. 

power of the Governor alone to apply any effectuai xxxvr. 
rcmedy; and that I should require the concurrence~ 
of both branches of the Provincial Legislature in 
passing an act for the purpose. 

" The Clergy Reserves are among the most exten
sive of the subjects adverted to in the complaints 
from the Province. The whole question, with a 
draft of a bill for the adjustment of the daims of ali 
parties, has been already submitted to the decision 
of the Legislature, but was lost, apparently by sorne 
misapprehension of the intentions of His Majesty's 
government. As the best means of removing this 
misapprehension, I shall cause to be communicated 
without delay, copies of the Earl of Ri po n' s des
patches on this subject: and I invite you to resume 
the consideration of the proposais which they con
tain. 

"Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

" To both branches of the Legislature I am au
thorized to offer my warrants for the payment of 
their contingent expenses. I have received the 
commands of our most gracious Sovereign to acquaint 
you that His Majesty is disposed to place under the 
control of the Representatives of the people ali pub
lic monies payable to His Majesty or to His Officers, 
in this Province, whether arising from taxes or from 

munera· any other Canadian source, but that this cession can-
~. not be made except on conditions which must be 
red,,~ilia most maturely weighed, and that to arrange such 
~use,man conditions for your consideration, is one of the prin-

pracrice, cipal objects of the Commission with which it has 
has oren pleased His Majesty to charge myself and my col-

~eeded ilie lea()'ues. 
, the prac· Our enquiries into this subject shall be pursued 
nais, mili with unceasing diligence, and the result shall be sub-
I method· mitted with ali practical speed to His Majesty's 
bowerer, F 
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Chap. gavernment, and 1 hope, in a Session to be holden su 
XXXVI. in the ensuing year, I shall be able to lay before It 
~ you proposais for a satisfactory and conclusive ar- ra 

rangement. h 
'' I have desired that the accounts which are ne- 1I 

cessary to show the financial state of the Province, 
with an estima te for the current year, should be sub-
mitted to you as soon as possible, and every expia-
nation respecting them, which it may be in my 
power to afford, shall be furnished without reserver 
The accounts show the large arrears that are now 
dlle for salaries to public officers, and for the other 
ordinary expenditure of the Government, and 1 ear-
nestly request of you to pass such votes as may e:ffect 
the liquidation of these arrears, and provide for the 
maintenance of the public servants, pending the 
enquiry by the Commissioners to which I have al-
luded. 

'' Should y ou place the Government in this posi
tion, 1 am authorized to engage that no part of the 
surplus proceeds of the Crown Revenues which may 
accrue beyond the charges to which they are at pre
sent permanently liable, shall, in the interval of 
the Commissioners' enquiry be applied to any pur
pose whatever, unless with your assent. 

"As connected with the subject of arrears, I am 
further commanded to ask of you the repayment to 
the military chest, of the sums advanced under the 
sanction of His Majesty' s government to me et the 
pressing exigencies of the public service. This 
advance was exclusively made from British funds, 
for the purpose of avoiding any undue interference 
with the revenue falling under the control of the 
Assembly, and with a strong persuasion that it would 
not prejudice the satisfactory adjustment of any of 
the questions at issue between His lYiajesty's govern
ment and the House of Assembly. However the 
measure may have been subsequently understood, 
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such were the feelings with which it was adopted. Chap. 
It is obvions that this application does not call on xxxvr. 
yon to grant the smallcst amount more than would ~
have bcen required if there had bcen no advance. 
His l\:Iajesty thercforc hopes, that an issue made in 
reliance on the just and liberal feelings of the House 
of Assembly, and design cd for no other pnrpose 
than to prevent a highly inconvenient interruption 
of the general business of the Province, \vill be 
cheerfully repaid. 

"In the absence of any legal provision for the 
pnrpose, I took on myself the responsibility of con
tinuing the Quarantinc Establishment, at Grosse Isle, 
on the same footing as I found it, relying on your 
liberality to make good an expenditure thus incurred, 
solcly for the public advantage. 

"I am happy to state that the Establishment was 
closed at an earlier period than usual, in conse
quence of there having been, for several weeks pre
viously, no sick of any description in the Hospital. 
I avail mysclf of this opporttmity to suggest to yon 
the expcdicncy of indemnifying the proprietor of 
the Island, for its past occupation in the public 
service, and of enabling the Government to ob tain 
possession of it, shoulù the continuance, there, of a 
Qnarantine Station be deemed advisable. 

" I have to announee that the suit instituted by 
the Crown against the late Receiver General for re
paymeut of the debt due to the Province has been 
brought to a termination, which makes the estate of 
the defendant applicable to the satisfaction of the 
demands of the Province. I may also announce to 
you that the party against whom the adjudgment 
has been given, has come to the determination to 
relinquish his seat in the Legislature of the Pro
vince, and to abstain from the exercise of ali rights 
anù privileges attached to it. 
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Chap. "G-eutlemr.,t of the Legislative Oouncil, 

~" Gent!eoU'n nf the rlouse of AsseJI1ht!J, 
1835. 

" ln rcc1uesting yonr attention to such Ubefttl Sta
tutcs as may have rcccntly cxpircd, I beg to rccom
mcnd to von· more immediate notice, one, the ex
piration ;)f '"hi ch has affected the system of strict 
rcciprocity requisite to be maintained in our com
mercial intercourse with the United States.-! allude 
to the Act passed in the 4th year of the Reign of 
His present :Majcsty, cntitled, ' An Act to continue 
for a limiteù timc, and to amcnd certain Acts thcrc
in mcntioned, rclating to the collection of the 
Revenue at the sêveral inland ports of the Pro
vince.' I would a1so recommend to your considera
tion the who1e question of prisons, and prison dis
cipline, and the expediency of adopting sorne more 
effectuai mcthods than at present exist, for repress
ing crime, which, I regret to say, appears to be on 
the increase in the Province. 

" Of the Commission of which I haYe spo1·cn to 
yon, it will be the first and most urgent duty to pre
pare with deliberation and the utmost care, and yet 
without delay, the heads of a Bill for the giving np 
to the appropriation of the Ilonse of Asscmbly, the 
net proceeds of the hercditary revenue, and to pre
parc it in such a form that it may be acceptable to 
the varions authoritics, whose sanction it may re
quirc, or under whosc cog;nisance it may come. In 
what fonn preciscly this important concession may 
be finally made, it would now be out of place to 
discuss; but it will be necessary that two points 
should be secured,-First, that the management 
of the sources of that revenue of which the pro
cecds are to be appropriated by the House of 
Assembly, shotùd be reserved to Officers of the 
Crown, whose accounts will be open to the inspection 
of the Legislature of the Province. SeconlUy, that 
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a provision should be made for the support of the Chap. 
Executive goYernment and for the salaries of the xxxvi. 

Jud~es by an adequate civil list. ~ 
" The much agitated questions re~ pecting the 

tenures of land and the registry of titles, and all the 
complicated considerations connected thcrewith, will 
also form a subject for the review of the Commis
sioners ; and they are directed to make a complete 
investigation of the conflicting daims of the Crown 
and of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, within the 
Seigniory of 1\fontreal-what constitution and course 
of proceedings would be most advantageous for the 
Executive Council-what system for the general 
education of the people-how the collection and 
apportionment between the two Provinces of the 
duties of Customs, levied within the waters of the 
St. Lawrence, may be best arranged, and what 
principle ought hereafter to be taken as a guide in 
granting or refusing to companies or associations any 
powers to be exercised, or privileges or capacities 
to be enjoyed within the Province, are also questions 
on which the Commissioners must report to the 
Crown. 

'' The re are still graver matters which have be en 
made the grounds of petition to His Majesty, and 
respecting which the Commissioners are not pre
cluded from entering into an enquiry. But it would 
be painful to speak here of dissention between 
the two Legislative bodies whom I address, or to re
capitulate the faults which have been found with the 
constitution of either body by the other. Let me 
invite yon rather to follow that example of forbear
ance, moderation, and mntual respect, which, not
withstanding their differences of opinion, has been 
recently exhibited by the two Houses of the Im
perial Parliament. The moment, as it seems tome, 
is a great opportunity for good or for evil. Let me 
entrcat of you-that it may not be lost or thrown 
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Chap. away. Lower Canadais divided by two parties, and 
xxxvr. eaeh of them appears to be agitated by apprchen
~ sions, which, I trust, are exaggerated. 11o the 

Canadians of French origin I would say, do not fcar 
that there is any design to disturb the form of 
society under which you have so long been content
cd and prosperons. However different from those 
of her colonists in other parts of the world, Eng
land cannot but admire the social arrangements by 
which a number of enterprising colonists have grown 
into a good, religions, and happy race of agricultu
rists, remarkable for the domestic vu·tues, for a 
cheerful endurance of labour and privations, and 
for alertness and bravery in war. There is no 
thought of endeavoring to break up a system which 
sustains a dense rural population, without the exis
tence of any class of poor. England will protect 
and foster the benevolent, active and pious priest
hood, under whose care, and by whose examples, so 
much of order, of good conduct and of tranquil bliss 
is created, preserved and handed do·wn from gener
ation to generation. 

"Of the British, and especially of the commercial 
classes, I would ask, is it possible you should suppose 
that there can be any design to sacrifice your inter
ests, when it is clear to ali the \vorld that commerce 
is one of the main supports to the British system of 
finance; that without it the vwnderful fabric of 
Brhish power and dominion ·would crumblc into 
dust, and that it is cspecially the object and pm·pose 
for which at a vast expense the mighty colonies of 
England are maintained in every quarter of the 
globe:? Rely npon it, that the great and powcrfnl 
country from whei1ee you have removcd yoursclves 
to these shores, will not abm1don hcre the policy 
which has establi hed the prosperity of her people 
in cvcry othcr region ; anc1 that a Governmcnt of 
which constancy and good filith arc the main clc-
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nents of power, will not fail to sustain in this por- Ohap 
tion of the Empire the spirit of that Constitution, xxxvr. 
which has so long been held out as a boon to its ~ 
natives, and an inducement to the settlcrs who ha re 
embarked in it their enterprise, their wealth a:n_,.l 
their hopes of individual happiness. 

"In a declaration put forth by many among you, 
who inhabit this city, I have seen the foilowing ob
jects enumerated: First, to obtain for persons of 
British and Irish origin and others, His ~iajesty's 
subjects, laboring under the same privation of corn
mon rights, a fair and reasonable proportion of the 
Representation in the Provincial Assembly. Second
ly, to obtain such a form in the system of Judicature, 
and the administration of Justice as may adapt them 
to the present state of the Province. Thirdly, to ob
tain such a composition of the Executive Council, 
as may impart to it the efficiency and weight which it 
ought to possess ; Fourthly, to resist any appointment 
of Members of the Legislative Council otherwise 
than by the Crown, but subject to such regulations 
as may ensure the appointment of fit persons; Fifth
ly, to use evcry effort to maintain the connection of 
this Colony with the parent state, a just subordin
ation to its authority ; and Sixthly, to assist in pre
serving and maintaining peace and good order 
throughout the Province, and ensuring the equal 
rights of His Majesty's subjects of ali classes. If 
these objects are indeed ail that are desired by the 
whole commercial interest, I trust it will be satis
factory to those who aim at them to know, that there 
is not one of them which is not strictly within the 
line of dut y of the King' s Commission ers to take 
into consideration, to receive respecting them the 
fullest evidence and information which may be 
offered, and finally to submit to our Gracious Sovc
reign and His Ministers their important and weil 
weighed conclusions. 
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Ohap. " In the mean while, to the Canadians, both of 
xxx;vi. French and British origin, and every class and 
~ description, I would say, consider the blessings you 

might enjoy, and the favored situation in which, but 
for your own dissention, you would find yourselves 
to be placed. The offsprings of the two foremost 
nations of mankind, you hold a vast and beautiful 
country, a fertile soil, a healthy climate; and the 
noblest river in the world makes your most remote 
city a port for ships of the sea. Your revenue is 
triple the amount of your expenditure for the or
dinary purposes of Govemment; you have no direct 
taxes-no public debt-no poor who require any 
aid th an the natural impulses of charity. If y ou 
extend yonr views beyond the land in which you 
dwcll, you find that you are joint inheritors of the 
splcndid patrimony of the British Empire, which 
constitutes you, in the best sense of the term, citizens 
of the world, and gives yon a home on every con
tinent and in every ocean of the globe. There are 
two paths open to you. By the one yon may ad
vance to the enjoyment of ail the advantages which 
lie in prospect before you ; by the other I will not 
say more than y ou will stop short of the se, and will 
engage yourselves and those who have no other ob
ject than your prosperity, in darker and more dif
:ficult courses." 

A Bill was introduced immediate! y after delivery 
of the above, for the appointment of an Agent for the 
Province, in England, (Mr. Roebuck beingthe man,) 
and passed by the Assembly, as if to signalize their int 
disregard of the Commission just announced from the t~ 
Throne, which, by the remarks that already had se 
fallen from different members, it was now apparent a 
they were determined not to recognize the mission ge 
of the Commissioners, not being, it was said, " au- lai 

no 
re8 



1er o~ 
re dif· 

1livery 
for ilie 
man,) 
! their 
~milie 
~ h~ 
r.ar~nt 
· ~SIOD 

"au· 

120 

thcrizcd hy the Lord~ and Commons of Great Chnp. 
llritaÎn." XXXVI, 

"On the 2nù November, and l.Jefore the ans"·cr to ~~ 
the Govcrnor's .pcceh was agreed upon, an address 
to His Excellency, on motion of nir. O'Callaghan 
was voted, praying him to inform the House whe-
ther he had any instructions from His :NI~~esty's 
ministers, on the suhject of the complaints prcferrcd 
aCYainst J udge Gale, and that he would give the 
flouse copies of all the documents he might have in 
his possession relating to his case. The following 
debates took place on the subject :-

" l\fr. Vanfelson, addressing the Speaker, ex
prcssed his belief that it was ~ot the practice .of that 
House to addrcss the Executive on any subJect be
fore the address in answer to the speech had been 
presented, and that reason alone he thought '"~muid 
be sufficient to induce the hon. member to with
draw his motion; but if that was not sufficient, there 
were yet stronger reasons why he should do so; for 
he would ask, was it prudent at this moment to pre
sent an address of that sort? The head of the Exe
cutive told us in his opening speech that he would 
do all in his power to enquire into ali grievances and. 
apply remedies to them. According to his view, 
therefore, to adopt the course now proposed, would 
be plainly to declare that the House had no confi
dence in an administration which had promised to 
look into the state of the country with alacrity and 
diligence ; it would be to paralyze before it could go 
into effect, the enquiry about to be undertaken by 
the Royal Commissioners; it was depriving the pre
sent administration of the opportunity which it had 
a right to expect would be afforded to it of doing 
good. The hon. member for Yamaska (Mr. O'Cal
laghan) has told us, that he believed the Gaver
nor in Chief to be a man of perfect integrity, and 
ready to render justice where justice wus due-why 

F2 



Chnp. then, shonld they not wait? If the Bxeentivc hns 
:x...xxvr. any instructions 'in regard to J udge Gale, they "·ill, 
-~no Joubt, shortly be commnnicated to the House. 

· He wo·1ld thercfore say, that in his opinion, the 
mann er of procceding adopted hy th · hon. mcüll;r r 
was unnarliamentary; but supposing t'\' ·n that it 
was in t~1le, there arc considerations which onght to 
rcstrain us from actin~ with precipitation. Ile was 
cntirely in favor of the objcct of this addrcss, but 
thonght it was too soon to present it, and a delay of 
two or three days wonld be immaterial. 

" :Mr. Berthelot rose aud expressed his surprise at 
what had fallen from the hon. member who last 
::;pokc. \Vas an hon. membcr to be prevented from 
bringing fonvard a measnrc tending to the correction 
of a gricvance, because the Ilonse had not yet replicd 
to the speech? \Vas that sound logic? Ile entcrtaincd 
hop~s that the Commission would do them justice, 
but he conld not think that it wonld indicatc any 
distrust of their good intentions, if they askcd th~ 
ExC'cutive to communicate to them documen in 
which they were so deeply interested. The speech 
took no notice of that part of thei.r complaint; it 
was thcrefore necessary to remind the Chief of the 
Commission that it had becn overlooked. 

"l\Ir. Lafontaine.-Similar motions had been 
bronght forward every Session ; and besicles the hon
orable member for Yamaska (:\Ir. O'Oallaghan) 
had said that he did not desire to present it to the 
Executive, until after the House hacl delivercd its 
address in answer to the speech. They werc told 
that the new Governor would redress their griev
ances. He, however, did not sec that the Ninety
two Resolutions nceded any such enquiry. rrhe 
Assembly had complained, and their complaints 
were not made without snfficient grounds. Ali the 
mcmbers knew that the ev ils they comph incd of 
were real. To say that the Ninety-two Resolu-
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bons needed to be looked into, wou1d be to admit Chap. 
that they bad been hastily passed, and without hav- xxxvr. 
ing bee1; duly weighed and considered, which ~as~ 
far from being the case. The que 'ti on did not re-
gard a new Governor, or one person more than ano-
ther ; the matter before them was the correction of a 
vicions system which must be amended-it was not 
a question of persons, but of principles. It WHS of 
little consequence who governed, providcd these 
evils no longer existed ; by kecping that objcct 
steadily in view they would a void aU risk of involving 
thcmsclves in contradiction. 

"lVIr. Gugy thought that by adopting the present 
motion, they would create a needless difference 
between the House and the Executive, and the more 
needless because a little delay would occasion no 
inconvenience. Besicles he did not think that the 
charges brought against Mr. Gale were of a nature 
to cause the removal of that gentleman fi·om the 
Bench. He should therefore vote against the mo
tion, not on account of dissenting as to the time or 
form, but that he thought it altogethe runcalled for. 

"Mr. Rodier differed altogether from the hon. 
members who hadspoken. The hon. member for the 
Lower Town of Quebec, (Mr. Vanfelson,) had said 
that he considered the motion of the hon. memher 
for Yamaska, (~fr. O'Callaghan,) as premature, and 
gave as a reason that there was now a Commission 
instructed to enquire into their grievances, and that 
it was proper to answer the speech of the Governor 
in Chief, before they prescnted any other address to 
H is Excellency. Another hon. membcr had said 
that the motion before them would have the effect of 
frrovoking the attention ofthe Noble Commissioncrs. 
Thesc hon. members, to judge by their Rpecches, 

, :vould invest the Commissioners with an official cha
r~cter in ol?position to the Assembly. This impres
siOn he des1red to rem ove. That Ronse bad nothing 
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Chap. in common with the Commission. It acknowleùgcd, 
xxxvi. as it was bound to do, the authority of the Gover
~ nor, but not that of the Commissioners. Our griev-

ances are not of recent birth, they are known, and 
have too long weighed upon the people. The ap
pointment of J udge Gale was a grievance. Mr. 
Spring Rice had himself promised, had he re
mained in office, to refuse his sanction to that nomin
ation. The application proposed by the hon. mem
ber for Yamaska could not displease Lord Gosford, 
for His Excellency could not in the limits of an 
opening Speech embrace ali their grievances ; His 
Lordship had, however, promised the House the 
communication of ali documents in his possession 
relating to them, and, therefore, they would show 
no distrust of his promise by asking him specially 
for the pa pers relative to the appointment of J udge 
Gale. 

'c Dr. Kimber would observe, that the appoint
ment of Mr. Jus ti ce Gale, to act in the place of Mr. 
Justice V alli ères, at Three Ri vers, was a proof that 
the Executive had paid no great attention to that 
part of their grievances. 

" The motion was then put and adopted by a 
majority of 49 to 8." 

In reply to the Address, the Governor said : 
"Gentlemen,-I request y ou to acquaint the Ho use 

of Assembly that I have not received any instruc
tion from His Majesty's Ministers on the subject of 
the complaint of the House mentioned in this Ad .. 
dress, and that I shall cause to be conveyed to the 
Ho use, without delay, copies of ali such communica
~ions and despatches asked for in this Address as are 
within my reach, relating to the nomination of 
Samuel Gale, Esquire, to be one of the Judges of 
the Court of King's Bench for the District of Mon.,. 
treal." 
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The appointment of Mr. Gale by Lord Aylmer to Chap. 
the bench of Montreal, was sustained by the Home xxxvr. 
Government. A part of the correspondence relating ~ 
to this gentleman, between the Governor and Colo-
nial Secretary, is given belo w.* 

*Downing Street, 28th February, 1835. 
My Lord,-Having J?erused your private letter to Mr. Hay, of 

the 23rd ultimo, referrmg to Mr. Spring Rice's des patch of the ll th 
November, 1834, on the subject of Mr. Gale's appointment to a 
seat on the bench at Montreal, I cannot hesitate to acknowledge 
that the reasons urged by Y our Lordship for the con:firmation of 
Mr. Gale are conclusive; and I have the satisfaction to acquaint 
you that His Majesty has been pleased accordingly to approve of 
this appointment. Y our Lordship has not indeed answered speci
ficially thatpart of my predecessor's speech, of the 11 th N ovember, 
which related to the place of Mr. Gale's birth; but the general 
nature of y our communication seems su:fficient to indicate that this 
gentleman cannot be laboring nnder any disqualification as an 
ali en. 

However desirable it may be that the selections for the ben ch in 
Canada should at ali times be free from political bias, or undue 
partiality towards either of the P-revailing parties in the Province, 
yet I am so fully alive to the difficulties which must occur in the 
execution of the plan pointed out by my predecessor, that I cannot 
venture to anticipate 1ts success upon trial, nor consequent! y to in
struct you upon It. 

I shall confine myself therefore to the expression of my convic
tion, that when any future occasion may arise for recommending 
an appointment of this kind, Y our Lordship will weigh with the 
most scrupulous anxiety, the claims of those who may be considered 
as the fitting candidates, and that you will not allow any cir
cumstances to interfere with the fair pretensions of the French 
Canadian portion of the Bar, whenever they can be satisfactorily 
supported. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) ABERDEEN. 

Lieut. General Lord Aylmer, K. O. B., &c., &c., &c. 

Extract from a despatch from Lieutenant General Lord Aylmer, 
to the Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T., dated 
Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 18th March, 1835. 
The House of Assembly next complain "that even the sacred 

H character of justice has been recently polluted in its source, by 
" the appointing to the high office of J udge, for the District of Mon
" treal, a man who was a violent and decided partizan of the ad
'1 ministration of the Earl of Dalhousie, and the declarcd en emy of 
" the laws which he is boUJJ.d to a.dminister." 



Chap. The draft of an addre8s in answer to the Speech 
xxxvr. from the throne having been prepared by a select 
~ Committee and reported, the House resolved itself 

· into committee of the ·whole to deliberate upon it. 
All notice of the commission being avoiùed in it, an 
amendmcnt was proposed to the ±ollowing effect :-

W e consid.er it a proof of the wisdom and magnanimity with 
which His Maj esty has listeued to our complaints, that a Conunission, 
of which Y our Excellency is the head, has been appointed for the 
pm·pose of enquiring fully, and upon the spot, into the complaints 
which have ùeen made, ancl wc confidently hope that the conclu
sions to which the Commissioners will come, and the final result 
of thcir labors will be satisfactory to ali classes of His Maje ty's 
subjects." 

This however was negatived. Mr. Papineau de
claimed at great length and with much warmth on the 
proposed amendment. 

"The appointment above alluded to, is evidently thatofMr. Gale 
to be Puisné J udge for the District of Montreal ; and the charge of 
the Assembly, that he is the declared enemy of the laws he is bound 
to administer, is one of so great importance, considering the high 
judicial situation of the accus cd party, that it may be presu.med the 
Assemùly will follow it up by a more formai proceeding directed 
against Mr. Gale, individually, in which case, an opportunity will 
be afforded him of defending his own character. 

I will therefore only remark, with reference to the appointment 
of Mr. Gale, that he is indebted for it to his own character for in
tegrity and professional knowledge, and to the recommendation of 
a gentleman holding one of the highest judicial appointments in 
the Pr vince, and who himself is universally respccted. 

For the rest, the political opinions entertained by Mr. Gale, 
whatever those may be, have never bccn brought under my notice 
in the course of my administration, by any act or proceeding of 
his ; and it did not :::.ppear to me either necessary, or proper, when 
the question of appointing him to a seat on the bench was under 
my consideration, to refer to political controversies long past, and 
upon the merits of which a great diversity of opinion prevails in 
the Province. 

CASTLE OF Sr. LEwrs, Quebec, May 7, 1835. 
MY LoRD,-With reference to Y our Lordship's despatch of the 

2.8th of February, acquainting me that His Majesty has been gra
CIOUtily plea ·cd to approve of the appointment of 1r. Gale to a 
scat on the ben ch a::; Pui::mé J udge in the District of Montreal, I 
have now the honor of informing Y our Lordship (with reference to 
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He eonsidered he said the appointment of the Corn- Chap. 

mis ·ioucr;:; an insult to the Ho use, it cast a doubt xxxvr. 

npon the representations which had been gravely ~ 
and deliberatcly made by that body in their petitions 
to the King and to the two Houses of the Imperial 
P.wliament. If information was wanted on the griev-
ances of the people, the Ho use was the proper 
channel throngh which it was to be obtained, and 
to seek it by any other was degrading and insulting 
to the representative branch. The act which gave 
a Constitution to Canada, he said had been referred 
to as a boon for which the Canadians ought to be 
grat,·fu1. He saw no cause for gratitude; it had con
fcrred no favor on any class of His Majesty's sub-
jccts. Those who wcre of British birth enjoyed all 
that it conferred as their patrimony- and those who 

an observation ofMr. Spring Riec, in relation to the place of Mr. 
Gale's birth, containeù in his Jespatch of the 11 th N ovembcr, 1834, 
tlmt 11t·. Gale was born in East Floriùa, when that country formed 
part of the British dominions, and that he is therefore to all intents 
and pU!·poses a Br·itish suhjcct. I am like"'l't'Ï.se informed that Mr. 
Gale's father rcndered very essential services to the British gov
crmnent, and that he was employeù as Civil Secretary to General 
Prescott, when Governor of this Province. 

I am trnly desirons that Y our Lordship should be persuaded of 
my solicitude, when 1·ecommending appointments to judicial situa
tions, to weigh with the most scrupulous anxiety the claims of 
th ose who may be considercd as the fitting candidates; and I can 
as~UI'e Y our Lordship that m1 own views are in perfect accordance 
with Y our Lordship's inj unctwns, not to allow any circumstances to 
interfere with the fair pretcnsions of the French Canadian portion 
of the Bar, whenever they ean be satisfactorily supported. 

The judicial and othcr legal appointments made during my ad
mini ·tration of the Govcrnmcnt, will fully bear me out in this as
surance; and I would fm·ther take leave tD draw Yom· Lor dship's 
attention to the fact that since the date of the report of the Canada 
Committee of 1828, four gentlemen have been raised to the bench 
in this Province, and that Mr. Gale is the only one of those four 
not of French origin: the othcr three, Messrs. V alli ères de St. Réal, 
Rolland anù Panot, are all French Canadians. 

I have, &c., 
(SignP•l,) A YLMER. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T., &c., &c., &c. 
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Chap. had been the subjects of France acquired the samc 
~ rights on giving their alle.giance to the ne': yosses-
1835. sors of the soil, and becommg themselves Bntish sub

jects. 
The Commissioners, he asserted, had no constitu

tional or legal powers vested in them. They might, 
to be sure, draw up a report and submit it to His 
1\iujcsty's government; if it coincided with the de
clared wishcs of the House, who were competent also 
to report, weil and good,-there would be no harm 
donc, but their work would be super:fluous ; for, if 
they differed from what the Assembly advanced, 
they might he assurcd that that body would not re
cede one iota from what it had demanded, but would 
force its daims to the utmost. 

The address being delivcrcd by the Assembly, Ilis 
Excellency thanked them for it, and especially for 
" the :flattering and kind manner in which they had 
spoken of himself." " It will, " he added, " be my 
constant study to adhere faithfully to the line of 
conduct which I stated to you at the opening of this 
session, and I shall feel truly rcjoiced to find that 
course promote the good understanding which it is 
desirable to see re-established in this Province." 

These preliminaries being over, His Excellency sent 
down (9thNovember) astatement ofarrears amount
ingto .:C105, 098, due for the service of the Civil go
vernmcnt, on the lOth October last, exclusive of the 
advance of .:C30,519, from the military chest, making 
in aU .:C135,617, sterling, expressing his confidence 
that "the Assembly would see the necessity of pro
ceeding without delay to a consideration of this part 
of the public accounts." An address was votcd at 
this sitting to His Excellency, for an ad vance of 
.:C22,000, as well to pay off arrears due by the As
sembly as t~wards defr3;ying the contingencies of the 
present scsswn. To th1s be answered that in con
formity to what he had stated in his spee~h at the 
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opening of the session, on the subject of the contin- Chap. 
gencies, he cheerfully acceded to the prayer of the xXXVI. 

addrcss. ~ 
It has been observed that in 1832, the revenues i) • 

arising from the J esuits' Esta tes were liberally given 
up by the Crown, and appropriated by act of the 
Legislature to the purposes of education generally. 
The building in the City of Quebec, formerly 
the College ofthat body had, however, as before the 
act, remained sin ce the extinction of the order, 
in the occupation of the military as a barrack. The 
Assembly very earl y in the session sent up an address 
to the Governor requesting " communication of ail 
such further information as he may have received 
from His Majesty's government, on the subject of the 
prolongedoccupation of the J esuits' College in Que bec, 
by His Majesty's troops as barracks." 

To this he answered, that he had received His 
Majesty's commands to inform the House, that His 
Majesty was anxious that these buildings should be 
restored as promptly as possible to their original use, 
and that this measure should not be delayed a day 
after other and adequate provision should be made 
for the accommodation of the troops." "It is," he 
added, " scarcely necessary to remark, that the pro
posai made in the address of the Governor in Chief 
on the opening of the session, to place under the 
control of the representatives of the people ali the 
sources of local revenue, will deprive His ~fajesty of 
the means of providing for this object. As soon 
therefore as suitable barracks for the troops shall be 
provided, the Board of Ordnance will immediately 
issue the necessary instructions for evacuating the 
buildings in question." His Excellency's message 
was referred to a committee, "with an instruction 
to ascertain the actual value of the College and the 
ground attached to it, and also the annual revenue 
which might have been derived from the same during 
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Chap. each period of ten years, between the present time 
xxxvi. and that at which they were first taken possession of 
~ by the military authorities ;' '. and here the matter 

rested, the Committee not havmg made any report. 
It was thought by many that the determination 
expressed in this message to retain the late College 
as a barrack, until other barracks of equal capacity 
were built at the provincial expense, (if the message 
were to be so understood,) did not correspond with 
the liberality which the Government had recently 
shown with respect to the other property of the late 
order of J esuits. The erection of fortifications and 
places of accommodation for the Forces serving in 
the country, had hitherto been defrayed from the 
Imperial Treasury, and the present proposition bore, 
it was said, in appearance, an ungracious step to 
compel the Province to contribute towards the ex
penses of those works which belong to, and propcrly 
ought to be at the cost of, the Empire. 

It being likely that the Bill passed by the Assembly 
for appointing Mr. Roe buck, Agent for the Province, 
would be thrown out by the Legislative Council, the 
Ho use adopted a series of resolutions "\\>'Ïth respect to 
this gentleman, justifying him in the position he had 
assumed on behalf of the Province, in a corres
pondence with Sir George Grey, who had questioned 
the accuracy of sorne of his statements, as weil as 
his authority for making them.* 

*Resolved,-That this House has learned with regret, that in 
consequence of representations made to the Right lion. Lord 
Glenelg, ùated 5th June last, by John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, 
Agent of this House in Englanù, and accompanieù by varions ex
pbnations thcreof, His Ma:iesty's Sccretary of State has, by letter 
of Sir George Grey, dn.teù the 11 th of same mon th,-raised objections 
as to the powers possessecl by the saiù Agent to expose and C:\."Plain 
the proceeùings of this Hout~e, its intercsts and sentiments, as well 
as those of the people of this Province, in such a manner as he 
should feel himself authorized to do by the powers conferred on 
him by the Assembly and its votes. 
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Resolvcd,-That the opinion whereby the Agènt of thif; House, Chap. 
in :BjnglanJ, is considered merely the simple bearer of official corn- xxxvr. 
munic:.~.tions between the House of Assembly and the Colonial-.-,..
Otfice, would leave the House ncarly in the same position as if it 1835. 
had no othee channel of communication but the Governor of the 
Colon y ; that in the case 1n question the Agent of this House was 
warrauted by the Resolutions of the Assembly which authorized 
him "to represent to His Majesty's government the interests and 
sentiments of the inhabitants of this Province, and support the 
petitions of this House to His Majesty and to both Houses of Par
liament," and by the other proceedings of this House to make the 
representations, and to give the explanations contained in the 
mmute of conference, dated 5th June last, that the said Agent was 
fully borne out in his answer to the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg, 
dated 17th June last, which contains a correct exposition of the 
right of this House to be heard before His Majesty's government, 
and of its opinions on the circnmstances and measures of the time . 

Resolved,-That the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, was 
full y authorized, by the proceedings of this House of Assembly, to 
lay down, as he hus donc, as the basis of harmony and good un
derstanding within this Province, and of confidence in the admi
nistrative or other measures to be adopted by His Majesty's gov
ernment, the Constitutional Reform, by means of election of the 
Legislative Council; the entire control by the House of Assembly 
of the public revenues of the Province, and of the salaries of 
public functionaries therein ; the repeal of the obnoxious acts 
passed by the Parliament of the U uited King dom, wherein the 
latter legislated for the internai government of this Province ; 
the abolition of undue privileges founded on the said acts ; and 
the redress of abuses existing in the Courts, in consequence of the 
appointment of improper persons to the bench. 

Resolved,-That this House has the greatest confidence in the 
talents and zeal of the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, and 
in the rectitude of his proceedings ; and that this House request 
him to continue to the people of this Country and their Represen
tatives, those services which have deservedly ensured to him the 
warm gratitude of the inhabitants of this Province. 

Resolvod,-That it is the opinion of this Committee, that in the 
event of the Bill passed by this Ho use on the 3rd of N ovember 
inst., appointing the said John Arthur Roebnck, Esqtùre, Agent 
for this Province, not beeoming a law, the said John Arthur 
H.oebuck, ERqnire, be requested as Agent of this Housc, to repre
sent to His Majesty's government, the interests and sentiments of 
the inhabitants of thi<> Province, and to support the petitions of 
this House to His Majesty, and to both Houses of Parliament. 

Resolved,-That it i<> the opinion of this Committee, that in case 
the said Bill should not become a law, it is right that the Olerk of 
this House should pay to the said John Arthur Roebuck, Esquire, 
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Chap. or to his order, out of the monics appropriatcd for the contingent 
xxxvi. expenses of this House, a sum not exceeùing six hundreù pounds, 
~ sterling, annually, to indemnify him for his cure and services in 
1835. his said quality of Ageut; and that the said Clerk be in like rnanner 

authorized to advance to the saiù John Arthur Rocbuck, Esquire, 
a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds sterling, for one year, 
to meet his disburscments and contingent expenses in his said 
quality, of which said disbursements and expcnses an account 
shall be rendered to this House every six months. Y eas 53 ; 
Nays 6. 

''The Quebec Mercury" of the 14th Novembcr 
remarks on this subject :-

" The Legislative Council yesterday threw out the 
Agent's Bill, the Committee of the House, on rising, 
having been refused leave to sit again. The objection 
was to the nomination of Mr. Roe buck, the majority 
of the members feeling that they could not, without 
compromising their respectability, hold intercourse 
with a man who had declared that body a nuisance. 

In the debates that arose in the House of Assem
bly on this matter, as they were published, 1\:fr. 
Papineau is represented as having said that he was 
a republican, and hoped with ali his heart that the 
time would yet arrive when the emissaries of repub
lican America would organize republics in Europe.'' 

The "Canadian," a journal then in the interests 
of Mr. Papineau gave another version, according to 
which he was made to say that " the time had gone 
hy when Europe could give monarchies to America; 
on the contrary an epoch was approaching when 
America would in its turn give republics to Europe." 
Time alone can verify how far Mr. P. was in error 
or correct. 

Among the addresses voted shortly after the open
ing of the session by the Assembly, there was one re
questing copies of ali legal opinions from time to time 
given by the Crown Officers to the Executive, with 
regard to the interpretation and execution of an act 
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m· ordinance relating to the building or repairing of Chap. 
churchcs, parsonagc ho uses and church yards. To xxxvr. 
thi:-5 His Exccllcncy answered : ~ 

" \Vith respect to the copies of legal opinions 
mcntioned in the address, I request you to inform 
the House of Assembly, that, although in the pre
sent jnstance the opinions jn question may not con
tain any matter that would render their publicity 
inexpedient, it would be obviously inconvenient to 
depart from the principle established for the public 
advantage, that the communications which the con
fidential Officers of the Crown are called npon to 
submit for the consideration of the Executive should, 
except in peculiar cases, be held sacred. A breach 
of confidence in this respect must tend to deprive 
the Government of the full and unreserved assistance 
of its legal and constitutional advisers, and thereby 
evcntually produce a pernicious effect on the effi
cient administration of the public service. 

'' Und er this impression, which is in accordance 
with the principles I announced in my address at 
the commencement of the session, I must, though 
reluctantly, decline to furnish this part of the infor
mation prayed for." 

The public accounts with the usual statements of 
the revenue and expenditure of the preceding year 
were laid before the Assembly early in the session, 
and wi th them the estima tes for the current year, His 
Excellency expressing by message his confident re
liance upon the liberality of the Assembly for the 
nccessary supplies.* 

* By the Public Accounts, laid bef ore the Assembly, it appeared 
that the gross amount of revenue for the year ended the lOth 
October, 1835, was 1:':205,910 sterling, le:wing to Lower Canada, 
after deducting 1:':54,876 due to Upper Canada as its proportion, 
together with 1:':7 ,327 for collection, and several small items for com
mission on incidents, drawbacks, &c., a net revenue of 1:':140,747. 
The net increase arising from duties un der the Imperial Act, 14 
Geo. III,. which for the year 1792 did not amount to .f!5,000, (see 
vol. 1, page 152,) now exceeded .f!50,000. The Casual and Territo· 
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Chap. The Standing Committee on grievances, which 
xxxvr. with the other usual Standing Committecs bad 
~ been revived with the session, was on motion of Dr. 

O'Callaghan instructed" to enquire into the procccd
ings," (the result whereof had becn laid last session, 
by message from Lord Aylmer, before the Assembly 
as already mentioned,) "adopted by either house of 
the Imperial Parliament, relative to the petitions ad
dressed by this House and by the people of this Pro
vince to His l\1ajesty, and the said Parliament, in 
the year 1834, on the state of the Province." These 
were the petitions framed on the 92 resolutions.* 

The menacing attitude assumed by the Assembly, 
and the hostile language used by me rn bers in the 
debates daily occuring in it, and seconded by that 
of their supporters- throughout the Province, par
ticularly in the District of Montreal, afforded just 
cause of alarm to the loyal population, who, deeming 
the Government criminally supine, began seriously 
to look to their defence independently of it. The 
spontaneous formation of a V olunteer Rifle Corps was 
proposed at Montreal, and immediately filled up by 
young men of that city, who, to legalise the corps, 
made a tender to the Governor of thcir services in 
case of need. ·r 
rial Revenue had also from .B720 for the former yea.r now increased 
to .B5,209. 

* The famous 92- Resolutions have been ascribed to the joint 
labours of different members of the Assembly, they were, however, 
composed from :first to last by Mr. Papineau. 
t "'fo His Excellency the Right Honorable Archibald, Earl of 

Gosford, &c., &c., &c., Governor in Chief of the Province of 
Upper and Lower Canada, &c. 

"The Memorial of F. C. T. Arnoldi, of Montrea.l, Doetor of Medi· 
cine; Francis Hunter of Montreal, Mm·chant; Robert Weir, 
junior, of Montreal, Merchant; Aaron P. Hart, of Montreal, 
Advocate ; and Robert M'Kay, of Montreal, Gentleman-on 
behalf of themselvcs and others, His Majesty's faithful sub
jects residing in Montreal, respectfully showeth to Your Ex
cellency: 

•: ~hat. at a me~ting of certain of His Majesty's faithful subjects, 
l'Gs1ding m the ÜI(y of Montreal, held on the 16th of tho present 
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The off er, however, was declined by the Governor Cha p. 
ln Chief,* but the organization of the corps never- xxxvr. 
theless proceeded, until the appearance of a pro- 7s37.' 
month of December, it was unanimously resolved, that it was ex
pedient to form an Association to consist of eight hundred effec~ 
tive men, to be designated under the appellation of ' The British 
Rifle Corps.' 

"That the individuals composing the said meeting being great! y 
desirons of following a mode of proceeding strictly constitutional, 
did on the 22nd day of December, unanimously resolve to memo
rialize Y our Excellency, as His Majesty's representative in this 
Province, to obtain Y our Excellency's sanction to the organization 
of 'The British Rifle Corps.' 

"Y our memorialiste further beg leave respectfully to assure 
Y our Excellency, that the sole aim of His Majesty's subjects, who 
are desirous of organizing themselves as above stated, and for 
which object Y our Excellency's sanction is solicited, is to assist, so 
far as it may be in their power, to preserve in viola te the connection 
which exists between Great Britain and Lower Canada, and to 
maintain unimpaired the rights and privileges confirmed to them 
by the Constitution. 

"Wberefore, your memorialists, who were at the sa id meeting 
appointed to address Y our Excellency, on behalf of His Majesty's 
said subjects, do most respectfully pray that Y our Excellency will 
be pleased to sanction the formation of the British Rifle Corps in 
Montreal, and also the nomination of such o:fficers as may be a~ 
pointed in the. said Corps by those whom Y our memorialists now 
represent. 

"And your memoFialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray." 

* Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 28th December, 1835. 
"GENTLEMEN,-! have received and laid before the Governor in 

Chief your memorial dated the 22d instant, in which, on behalf of 
yourselves and others, you pray the sanction of His E:xcellency to 
the organization of eight hundred efficient men, in Montreal, under 
the appellation of the 'British Rifle Corps,' for the pm·pose of 
assisting, as far as it may be in your power, 'to preserve inviolate 
the connection which exists between Great Britain and Lower 
Canada, and to maintain unimpaired the privileges confirmed to 
you by the Constitution.' 

"I am directed to acquaint youin reply, that the connection and 
the rights which you mention, are not considered by His Excel
lency to be in danger ; and that, if they were, their safety would 
be best provided for by the,.,authority of Government, and not by 
the formation, in the time of entire peace, of an armed corps at 
the instance of priva te individuals. Su ch a measure is calculated 
not to promote the good pm·poses you state you have in view, but 
on the contrary, to endanger the public tranquillity, which, His 
E:xcellency desires me to assure you he is resolved to maintain 



144 

Chap. clamation putting it ùown took place, upon which 
xxxvr. the body d.issolved itself. The proclamation declar
~ ed the proceed.ings of the "British Rifle Corps," in 

· Montreal, to be "unconstitutional and illegal," and 
"solemnly warned ali His Majesty's leige subjects in 
this Province, to abstain from taking any part there
in, and against entering into any such unauthorized 
combinations, whereby they might draw upon them
selves the penalties consequent upon their violation 
of the law, and upon the daims which might result 
fi·om a disturbance of the peace of this portion of 
His Majesty's dominions."* 

against all attempts, from whatever quarter proceeding, to the full 
extent of the powers vested in him by law. 

"I have the honor to be, 
" Gentlemen, 

"Y our most obedient humble servant, 
" S. W ALCOTT, 

" Civil Secretary. 
"It was resolved that the Committee should prepare another 

address to His Excellency, stating on what grounds it was deemed 
necessary to establish a Rifle Corps in Montreal, and that in the 
meantime the organization of the Corps should proceed as if no 
answer had been received from His Excellency. The meeting to 
take place at Kauntz's, Nelson Ho tel, on Thursday, of which due 
notice will be given in the newspapers." 

*The Corps in dissolving itself in obedience to the proclama
tion, caused the following to be presented to Lord Gosford on the 
occasion. 

" Wbereas, Y our Excellency having thought fit, 'by and with 
the advice and consent of His Majesty's Executive Council,' to 
suppress, by proclamation, an association in Montreal, under the 
denomination ofthe 'British Rifle Corps'-we, the late Committee 
thereof, consequently beg to inform Y our Excellency, that imme
diately on such proclamation having been known, a spontaneous 
dissolution of the Corps was effected. 

"Wherefore, it is hoped that Y our Excellency, and such of His 
Majesty's Executive Council as advised Y our Excellency in the 
adoption of such a measure, will duly appreciate the very tolerat
ing and peaceable disposition of the large number of which tho 
Corps was composed. 

" That Y our Excellencl has misconstrued the avowed deter
m~n~tionof the 'British R1fle Corps' to support and assist in main
tammg the Constitution and British interests in this Province into 
acts subversive thereof, and that Y our E:x:cellency listened to the 
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The following resolutions passed, in consequence Chap. 
of the letter from Mr. W alcott, will explain the XXXVL 

reasons assigned for the formation of the Corps ~ 
and the exasperation that unhappily existed :-

" Resolved, that this meeting considers it a duty 
to express its dissent from the opinion of His Excel
lency, as conveyed in the answer of Mr. Secretary 
W alcott, to the memorial of the Committee of the 
' British Rifle Corps,' that the connection between 
this Colony and the Mother Country, and our rights 
and privileges as British subjects, 'are not in dan
ger.' 

" Resolved, that the treasonable language uttered 
by the Speaker of the House of Assembly in Com
mittees, the revolutionary doctrines disseminated by 
different Members of the majority of the House of 
Assembly, and sorne members of the Legislative 
Council, among the quietly disposed Canadians; the 
perseverance of these ' would be' republicans to ex
cite a spirit of hatred against British born subjects 
and British interests, and the unqualified manner in 
which they have expressed their determination, to 
exert themselves to the ir utmost to ob tain the aboli
tion of the Legislative Council and a separation from 
the Mother Country, fully warrant this meeting in 
dissenting from His Excellency, who considers that 

ad vice and consent of only such of His Majesty's Executive Conn
cil as are avowedly hostileto every Britishsubject and British in
terest in the Provmce, are suppositions which the line of policy 
your Excellenc;r has adopted towards the British Rifle Corps, and 
the Gallicisms m your Excellency's proclamation have rendered 
indubitable. 

"In conclusion, as Committee-men of the British Rifle Corps we 
must express to your Excellency our regret that the d~y has 
a.rrived when, in a Colony conquered by British arms, a body of 
loyal subjects has been treated as traitors, by a British Governor, 
for no other crime than that of rousing themselves to protect their 
persons and property, and to assist in maintaining the rights and 
privileges granted to them by the Constitution. 

F. c. T. ARNOLD!, M. D., F. HUNTER, R. M'KAY. 
G 
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Chap. the connection and the rights and privileges men~ 
:xxxvr. tioned in our memorial, 'are not in danger.' 
~ " Resolved, that this meeting does not entcrtain 

· the slightest doubt that the authority of Government 
can provide for the safety, the connection, and the 
rights and privileges alluded to ; and it is in conse
quence of such conviction, that this meeting sees the 
propricty of organizing an efficient body of citizens, 
with the view to avert the necessity for the Govern
ment having to provide for the safety of that con
nection and those rights1 and to afford a ready and 
effectuai co-operation for their maintenance. 

'' Resolved, that tllls meeting has just grounds f( • 
again differing from His Excellency, wh en he states 
that this is ' a time of entire peace,' inasmuch, as it 
is notorious that during the last elections, a great 
number of Canadians from the neighbouring parishes, 
were induced by the French demagogues to assem
ble in Montreal, for the purpose of overpowering the 
British electors ;-that under the false pretence of 
more effectually providing for the safety of the city, 
nearly .five hundred men were illegaUy added to the 
watch by the municipal authorities, and under that 
guise, this body, commanded by two or three Meru
bers of the present majority of the House of Assem
bly, did unprovokedly attack the persons, and des
troy the property of His Majesty' s liege subjects, 
and were subsequently remunerated for their ser
vices, out of the city funds ;-that a respectable and 
inoffensive citizen was wantonly attacked, and severe
ly beaten in his own bouse, violently dragged thence 
and confined during a whole night, by the captain 
and others of the watch, and this with impunity.' 

" Resolved, that a certain Member of the House 
of Assembly, notorious for his revolutionary prin
ciples, and who has the command of a company, an 
already organized Rifle Corps in this city, did, on 
the 5th May, 1834, address the following circular to 
the members of his company :-
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'~fŒ,DAY, 1\Iay 5, 1835. Chap. 
' S1R,-I rcqucst your attcndancc a.t drill tbis even- xxxvi. 

Î•l (J'; I desire to knmv on " 'hom I ean depend, fin'~ 
T'hursday nc.·t; being a holiday, the company will 
t.urn out to practi.se firing, and I will awanl a medal 
to the best shot. If yon do not show more actiYity 
nm.l ze<Ü for the company, I am afra id it must be 
<lissolvcd, to tltc great Jcy of our political enemies. 

' Y ours, &c., 8ABREVOIS DE BLEURY. 

Capfain.' " 
That the political cnemics hcre alludcd to are the 

English, Irish and Scotch inhabitants of this Pro
Yince, in opposition to thosc of French Canadian 
origin, and that the same indiviclual, onalatc occasion, 
with a portion of his compauy nndcr arms, HS his 
Exccllency bas bccn authenticalJy informcd, was 
guilty of conduct univcrsally stjgmatiscd as disgracc
fnl to a solùier, and tcnding to a ' disturbancc of the 
public tranqnillity.' 

"Rcsolvcd, that the fure-mcntioncd circumstanccs 
strongly dcnwnstr<lte the determination which the 
rcvolntionary party has come to, of trampling un der 
foot the libcrties of Brjtish subjects, and of gaining 
an ascendcncy by physical force. 

"Resolvcd, that it is dccmed expedient for the 
. bettcr preservation of thosc rights and privileges, 

conferred by the Constitution, to maintain the posi
tion alrcady assumed by the British Rifle Corp. , and 
as it can scarcely be expected that His Lordship will 
be pleased to reconsider his reply, and permit the 
rcorganizing and arming of the Corps, that wc pro
cecd so far as justifialilc in the organizatiun and 
training requisite, so that in emergency our efforts 
may be the more prompt and efficient. 

"Resolved, that our Committee draw up a com
munication and bye-laws for the government of the 
Corps, that these resolutions be pnblished in ali the 
Constitutional papers within this Province, and that 
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Chap. a copy be transmitted to Qucbec, for the inforn:ution 
xxxvr. of llis Excellcncy the Governor in Chief. 
~ A memorial was addrcssed to His Exccllency in 

consequence of the ahovc, as follows :-
~ro Ilis Exccllency the ltight Honorable Archibald, 

Earl of Gosfotd. 
The :Memorial of Frs. O. T. Arnoldi, of :Montreal, 

Doc tor of :Medicine ; Francis Hunt er, of :!\lon
treal, lYlerchant; Robert W cir, Junior, of lYlou
treal, :Merchaut; Aaron P. Hart, of :Montreal, 
Advocate, and Robert 1Vfackay, of l\Iontreal, 
Gentleman-on Lehalf of themselves and others, 
His lV[ajesty's faithful snbjects. 

Rcspectfully shc\veth, 
" That your mcmorialists beg leave respectfully to 

acknowledge the receipt of Y our Excellcncy's reply 
to their former memorial of the 23rd ultimo, in 
which Y our Excellency was pleased to state th at the 
connection between this Oolony and the l\lothcr 
Country, and our rights and privilegcs, as COllfirmcd 
to us by the Constitution, ' wcre not considered by 
Yonr Excellency to be in danger.' 

'' That y our memorialists have most respcctfully to 
express, on the part of the body they represent, 
their regret that they cannot participate in the 
opinion so entertained by Y our Excellency. 

" That in support of the dissent of your memo
rialists they would bcg leave to refer to facts-

" That the House of Assembly has repeatcdly pro
claimcd a determination to effcct a change in the 
Constitution of Government established in this Prov
ince, which cannot be reasonably looked for so long 
as the existing form of Government in the British 
Empire is preservcd, and which, if effected, will in
cvitably cause a speedy separation of the Oolony 
from the Mother Country. It has not hesitated to 
use the threat, that so soon as an increase in the 
Provincial population will justify the attempt, that 
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it shall be made, in ordcr to main tain ' the inapprcci- Chap. 
able advantagcs of self govcrnmcnt,' shonld that xxxvr. 

pcriod not be anticipatcd by ' secking clcswhcrc a~ 
rem cd y,' for their allcgcd gricvanccs. 

'' Th at the Speaker has, on the floor of the Ho use, 
during the present session, dcclarcd his resolution to 
persevere in certain mcasurcs, in ordcr to cnsure a 
speedy dissolution of the connection bctwecn the 
Colony and the United Kingdom, and the establish
ment of Rcpublican institutions in Lower Canada. 

"For these reasons, and for frequent invasions of 
their rights and privilcges by the Asscmbly, and 
other constittded authorities, your memorialists do not 
hesitate to assert that machinations are in progress 
dangerous to that connection, so happily existing, and 
to those rights and privileges which as Britons and 
the descendants of Britons, they are resolved to pre
serve against ail attempts, from whatever quarter 
proceeding, at the sacrifice of their lives. 

"Til would it bccome your memorialists, and faith
less would they be to that spirit which distinguishes 
the British nation, and which equally characterizes 
the population of British descent, spread ovcr North 
America, did they not denounce as dangerous and 
criminal that delusion which prompts the fragments 
of a foreign race, inhabiting a small section of this 
Continent, to attempt to cre ct a distinct power, pro
fessing a policy and principles hostile to the spirit and 
institutions which predominate over that immense 
terri tory. 

'' Your memorialists would fnrther bcg leave to 
state, that the British Rifle Corps is composed of 
men banded togcther to prornote good purposes, and 
incapable of stating anything but their real intentions, 
that they shall always be found prompt at the call 
of their King and country, eager to defend British 
institutions, and resolved to protcct thcir rights and 
privileges as the dearest legacy of thcir f.:'lthers. 
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Chap. " An<l yonr memorialists as 1n duty bound will 
xxxvr. every pray. 
~ 1'he Colonial Sccrctary, l\Ir. Sr:ring Riec, ~ad in

formed Lord Avlmcr, by letter of the llth .r ovem
ber, 1834, thatua vacancy bad occurrcd in the office 
of Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, by the re
moval of J\Ir. Kerr, and that in consequence of that 
rcmoval he bad felt it hi~ duty to suggest to him the 
expediency of resigning his seat on the Bench at 
Que bec. J\'Ir. Spring Rice observed that he had not 
as yet obtained Mr. Kerr's definitive reply, but, 
doubted not that his resignation would be given in. 
Un der these circumstances he requested Lord Aylmer 
to provide him with the nam es of six or more gen
tlemcn, from amongst whom he should endeavour to 
select such persons as were best calculated to fill these 
important offices, (Judge of the Admiralty and 
Judge of the Court of King's Bench,) stating it also 
to be his desire that the offices held by Mr. Kerr 
should be in future severed. "At ali times," he 
observed in this letter, " but more particularly at a 
moment like the present I feel it of the highest im
portance that no persans, who can be considcred as 
strong political partizans, should be placed on the 
Bench in Lower Canada. It is of course too mnch 
to cxpect on the part of men engaged in an active 
profession like that of the law, an indifference to 
political opinions, but I may perhaps be p~rmittcd 
to hope, that at the Tiar of Canada, individuals may be 
found whose demeanor and. conduct have been calm 
and moderate, and such as not to crcate any pcr
sonal indisposition on the part of the most rcason
able portion of the public.'' 

"Looking," he continued, "at the list of Jndgcs 
of I..~ov;cr Canada as it stood be fore the bte e'\·ents, 
I pcrceive that out of twelve names, therc arc but 
tluee which bespeak a French origin. · I nced not 
point ont to your Lordship the extreme importance 
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that in any selection to be made for the Bench, a Ohap. 
complete familiarity with and k.nowledgc of the xxxvx. 
French language and of Canadian law, should be con-~ 
sidered as indispensable qualities." 

1\ir. Spring Ri ce being shortl y after the date of 
the above letter, succeeded in the Colonial office by 
the Earl of Aberdeen, Lord Aylmer in a despatch 
of 23rd J anuary, 1835, to the latter, observes in re
ference to the instructions he had received from his 
predecessor : 

'' I cannot con ce al from y ou that the instructions 
of Mr. Spring Rice, if it shall be decided to act upon 
them, will be productive of no small degree of em
barrassment to me. If the appointments to office 
in this Colon y are to be placed upon a footing differ
ent from that which has hitherto been the practice, 
and that too in a way evidently to exhibit a dimi
nished confidence in the discretion of the Governor 
in his selections for office, his situation must be 
greatly lowered in the eyes of the public. That, 
however, is a point upon which the Secretary of 
State must decide ; it is for him to consider upon 
what footing it is most advantageous to the King's 
service that His 1\:Iajesty's Representative in the 
Province should be placed ; but I am apprehensive 
that the effect of any such appearance of diminished 
.confidence in the discretion of the Governor as I 
have described, will be felt in a way that possibly 
was not contemp1ated when the instructions of Mr. 
Spring Rice were drawn up. I mean to say that it 
will create apprehensions in the minds of those who 
aspire to public situations in the Province, that the 
interest made at the Colonial Office by persons of 
influence in the Mother Country, will be suffered 
to have grea ter weight than has hitherto be en allowed 
in the disposai of those situations, and which will 
operate to their disadvantage. 
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Chap. " The members of the legal profession in particu
xxxvr. lar, who possess considerable weight in this Province, 
~ will be found, I think, extremely sensitive on this 

point. 
" I apprehend that it would be difficult to find 

one out of any' six or more gentlemen,' of suffici
ent eminence in their profession to entitle them to 
that distinction, who would be willing to accept at 
the bands of the Governor, under these circum
stances, the provisional appointment of J udge ; he 
would consider that at !east he would have five 
chances to one against his ultimate success, and 
should he after ali be rejected, he would have to 
endure the mortification of descending from the 
:Bench to make way for a more fortunate and per
haps a junior candidate. And here let me remark 
that the notoriety of this mode of recommending and 
appointing to office is inevitable ; it cannot be kept 
secret; for the Governor would hardly take upon 
himself to subrnit to the Secretary of State the names 
of any number of gentlemen, without having first as
certained from each respective! y, whether the situa
tion to be filled up would be acceptable to him." 

Mr. Spring Rice, in the despatchabove referred to, 
also observes, " at ali times, but particularly at a mo
ment like the present, if is of the highest importance 
that no person who can be considered as strong po
litical partisans, should be placed on the :Bench in 
Lm.ver Canada" -and he observes further on, " wh en 
I ad vert to the line adopted by Mr. Gale before the 
Committee ofl828, and his connection with the mea
sures of those times, I very much fear that he will 
be looked upon with distrust by a very consider
able portion of the community in Lower Canada." 
In the opinion expressed in the first part of the fore
going quotation, "I do," observes Lord Aylmer in 
answer, "most heartily concur. Itis most desirable, 
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that no person, who can be consid.cred as strong poli ti ... Chap. 
cal partisans) should be placcd on the Bench; and xxxvr. 
I think a bettcr acquaintance, with the character Ts;Z 
of l\Ir. Gale would have shown, that in selecting 
him for a scat on the Bench, the principle in ques-
tion has not be~n lost sight ofby me." 

"I know not what ground of objection may haYe 
bcen furnished by l'Ir. Gale, when in England, and 
under examination beforc the Committee of 1828 ; 
but having since the receipt of Mr. Spring Rice's 
despatch, read l\1r. Gale's cYidence bcforc that Com
mittee, I must confcss that I cannot find in it any 
thing that I should consider as a bar to his advance
ment in the line ofhis profession as a Lawyer. It is 
very true that lVIr. Gale, in the course of his evidence, 
takes a view of the affairs of this Colon y widely dif
ferent from those of a certain party in the Province, 
but in which he is by no means singular for that 
(whether it be the truc one or not is immaterial to 
the argument,) is also that of a very respectable por
tion of the inhabitants of the Province ; but the fact 
is, that since that period, that is, since the year 
1828, Mr. Gale, (as far as I can learn) has taken no 
prominent part in the political discussions of the 
Province. 

"For the rest, Mr. Gale is a gentlemen of indepen
dent fortune and unblemished reputation, and highly 
respected in his public and private capacity by the 
Judges, and membcrs of the legal profession in the 
Province ; his daims to respect cannot be and are 
not denied him in any quarter, and I believe even, 
that very many of those who in the first instance 
were averse to his appointment, have ceased to cam
plain of it. It is an appointment which I will confi
dently assert is very generally approved of, and am 
convinced that his removal from it would have an 
unfavorable effect in the Province." 

G-2 
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Ohap. In a despatch from Lord A~crdeen of th~ 2.nd 
xxxvi. April 1835 to I.Jord Aylmer, I-hs Excellency 1s m-
_..,.._.. ' ' - ' 
1835. fm·med that "lVIr. Kerr having bccn removcd :trom 

his judicial office, it becorecs needless to enter upon 
an investigation of the particular cha~gcs brought 
against him by the AsscmbhT." 

" In consequence of the ~acancy thus occasioned, 
it will devolve upon your Lordship to select, from 
among the members of the Bar of Lower Canada, 
the individual whom your Lordship may consider 
most fit to be appointed to a scat upon the Bench. 
In making this selection, I nccd scm·ccly recall to 
your Lordship's attention the daims to prefèrment 
which are possessed by the gentlemen of the Bar of 
French extraction ; and I have therefore to rcqucst 
that, on this occasion, your Lordship wou1d be 
pleascd to select from among them such persan, 
whose appointment in your judgment•may best dc
~~erve the confirmation of Ilis Majesty's Govern
mcnt. The desire which, I am confident your Lord
ship fcels, to mect in every "\vay the rcasonable ex
pcctations of the inhabitants of the Province, '':onld, 
1 am sure, render superflnons any remarks which I 
might offer as to the considerations by which your 
selection should be determincd ; and I shaH, there
fore, await yonr report of the gentleman upon 
whom y our choice shall fall, in the persuasion that 
the nomination will be exercised for the general ad.
vantage of the Province, and with an impartial dis
crimination of individual claims.'' 

From some causes not explained, Lord Aylmer 
did not fiil the situation in the Court of King's 
]3cnch, which had becorr.e vacant by the removal of 
1-Ir. Justice Kerr, and the vacancy still remained on 
the ad vent of Lord Gosford, who was scarcely seated 
in his new station when the necessity of immediately 
filling the office, was strongly urged upon him, pro
bably by f;ug,_~estion of cxpectant<J of the appointmcnt. 
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This, however, he did not think. fit to comply with, Chap. 
until the Session was considerably advanced, when xxxvr. 
after receiving an address from the Assembly, desir-~ 
ing that the vacancy should be filled, he finally 
selected Mr. Elzear Bedard, who had moved the 92 
Resolutions, and whom he now promoted to the 
Bench as successor to Mr. Kerr. The appointment 
of this gentleman was exceedingly unpopular with 
the British public, and all who were opposed to the 
92 Resolutions, nor indeed was it generally popular 
with his own party, many of them deeming others of 
it better entitled, as weil by seniority as by professional 
experience, to the post conferred upon him. * 

The speech of the Lieutenant Governor of Upper 
Canada (Sir John Col borne) in opening the Parlia
ment of that Province (14th January, 1836) had, in 
alluding to the affairs of Lower Canada, given offence 
to its leading politicians. The following is the 
passage at which offence was taken. " The 
peculiar position of Lower Canada, and the simi
Jar constitution under which the institutions of 
both colonies are secured, do not allow the dis
sensions in that Province to be regarded by 
you with indifference, nor indeed without deep re
gret, anxiety and apprehension ; the injurious effects 
of these influences have ah·eady been experienced; 
they have tended apparently to discourage emigra
tion, and the transfer of ~apital to this country; and 
have acted disadvantageously in respect to the terms 
on which the large loan authorised by the Legislature 
was rcccntly negociated in England. But whatever 
measures may be adopted in consequence of the in-

*Mr. Bedard wns a son of the late Mr. Pierre Bedard, who in 
1810 inaurred the displeasure of Sir James H. Craig, and after
wards was appointed to the Bench at Three Ri vers. He was carried 
offby cholera at Montreal, in 1849. Mr. Bedard, though he did 
not rise to eminence, acquitted himself with integrity on the 
]3ench, and was much esteemed for his many social and domestic 
q.ualities by tùl who ~nj<Jj~d his acquaintance, 
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Chap. quiry of the commissioners, or whatever alteration 
xxxvi. may be proposed to remedy the evils to which I have 
~ adverted, you may rest assured that the Constitution 

of these Provinces will be upheld.'' 
It was therefore resolved on the 27th January, by 

the Assembly of Lower Canada (on motion of Dr. 
O'Callaghan)" that this House will, on Thursday the 
llth of February next, resolve itself into a commit
tee of the whole to take into consideration certain 
passages touching the state of this Province, in the 
speech delivered by Sir John Col borne, Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Canada, at the opening of the 
Parliament of that Province, on Thursday, the 14th 
of January instant."* A cali of the House also 
on that day had previously been appointed, and it 
moreover was determined to take at the same 
time into consideration the state of the Province. 
On the advent of the llth February, the cali was 
postponed to the next day, and the other orders, were 
put of to the 14th inst. On the 13th, however, a cir
cumstance occurred which decidedly put an end to ali 
prospect of a favorable termination of the Session. 

Sir John Col borne shortly after the opening of the 
Legislative session in Upper Canada, had been su
perseded in the government of that Province by the 
appointment of Sir Francis Bond Head, who, on as
suming the administration, and to inform the Assem
bly of the steps which the Home Government were 
pursuing, for an adjustment of the :financial and other 
difficulties in Lower Canada by the Commissioners 

*"Messrs Amiot, Bardy, Barnard, Bertrand, Besserer, Blanchard, 
Blanchet, Bouc, Bouffard, Careau, Caron, Cazeau, Child, Courteau, 
Deligny, De Tonnancour, De Witt, Du bord, Fortin, Fraser, Girouard, 
Huot, Jobin, Kimber, Knight, Larue, Leslie, Letourneau, Marquis, 
Meilleur, Methot, Morin, Mousseau, O'Callaghan, Proulx, Taché, 
Antoine Charles Taschereau, Joseph Andre Taschereau, Thibeau
deau, Trudel, V anfelson, and Viger. Y eas, 42. 

"Messieurs Baker, Blackburn, Clapham, Grannis, Gugy, Moore, 
and Power. Nays, 1." 
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sent out for the purpose, had sent down tothat Housea Chap. 
copy of the Minister' s instructions to those gentle- xxxvr. 
men as furnished by him, to Sir F. B. Head for his~ 
own information and guidance. The Speaker, (Mr. · 
Bidwell) of the House of Assembly in Upper Canada, 
perceiving certain discrepancies between th ose in
structions and Lord Gosford' s speech at the opening 
of the session, forwarded extracts from them to Mr 
Speaker Papineau for the information of the body over 
which he presided, and who immediately laid them 
before the House. From this moment it became 
certain that Lord Gosford's mission was a failure. 

His Excellency in consequence of this communi
cation sent down a message on the 15th, stating that 
"having observed from the proceedings of the House 
of Assembly, that they have entered on their Jour
nais, certain extracts from the Instructions to the 
King' s Commissioners in Lower Canada, in the 
shape in which they were recently laid before the 
Legislature of the Upper Province, thinks it right 
that the Assembly should be furnished with the same 
in a more accurate and complete form, and thercfore 
transmits herewith copies of ali th ose parts of the In
structions which have reference to the topics em
braced in the extracts received by the House from 
Upper Canada. 

" The Governor in Chief has only to add, that he 
has already conveyed in his speech at the opening 
of the session, the sense in which these instruc
tions are understood by those who execute them, 
and that to the construction thcn put on them, and 
to every declaration made by him on first meeting 
the Legislature of this Province, he l.-()ntinues stead
fastly to adhere." 

This, however, did not re-establish the confidence 
which the revelation of His Excellency's instructions 
in the manner mentioned had shaken. 
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Chap. TheAssemblypassed (yeas47, nays 6,) thcfollow
xxxvr. ing resolutions in reference to Sir John Colborne's 
~speech:-

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that this Housc, in its exertions to procure a 
redress of the varions grievances under which the 
people of this Province labour, and to introduce a 

. good and responsible system of local government, 
have, in addition to the other weighty and substantial 
reasons by which it has been guided, been greatly 
encouraged by the hope and expectation that any 
amelioration in the political institutions of the colon y 
would be followed, of right, by similar advantages to 
our brethren inhabiting the sister Provinces of British 
Nor th America. 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this commit
tee, that the political reforms which this House and 
the good people of this Province have been for a 
great many years endeavouring to obtain, have at 
varions epochs been explained by the votes, resolu
tions and addresses of this House, and by the peti
tions of the people themselves. That the principal 
object of those reforms is :-To render the Executive 
Council of this Province directly responsible to the 
representatives of the people, in conformity with the 
principles and practice of the British Constitution as 
they ob tain in the United Kingdom ; to ex tend the 
principle of election to the Legislative Council, which 
branch of the Provincial Legislature has hitherto pro
ved, by reason of its independence of the people, and 
of its imperfect and vicions constitution insufficient 
to perform the functions for which it was originally 
designed; to place under the constitutional and salu
tary control of this House the whole of the revenues 
levi cd in this Province from whatever source arising; 
to abolish pluralities, or the cumulation in one person 
of several or incompatible offices ; to procure the re .. 
peal of certain statutes passed by the Imperial Par .. 
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1iamcnt, in which the people of this Province are not Cha p. 
and cmmot be represented, which acts are an in- xxxvi. 
fringcment of the rights and privileges of the Legisla-~ 
turc of this colon y, and are injurions to the interests 
of the people thereof; to ob tain over the internai 
affairs oÏ this rrovince, and over the management and 
settlement of the wild lands thereof (for the advan-
tage and benefit of all classes of His Majesty's sub-
j ccts therein without distinction), that wholesome and 
necessary control which springs from the principles 
of the Constitution itself, and of right belongs to the 
Legislature, and more particularly to this House as 
the rcpresentatiYes of the people; which reforms are 
spccially calculated to promote the happiness of His 
1\Iajcsty's subjects in this Province; to draw more 
close the tics which attach the colony to the British 
empire, and can in no way prejudice or injure the 
intcrests of any of the sister Provinces. 

"RcsolYcd, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that it has long been the aim of the enemies 
of thcse colonies, by deliberate and unfounded mis
representations to engender dissensions and bad feel
ings bctween the people thereof, in the hope of pre
venting ail union of purpose among the said people, 
and of thereby preventing the reform of those many 
abuses and evils of which the people have so fre
quently complained, and which are connived at or 
upheld for the advantage of a minority hitherto un
justly possessing, and still endeavouring to maintain, 
a political ascendancy in this Province, contrary to 
the principles of all good government. 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that this House has seen with extreme concern, 
a speech dclivered at the opening of the present 
session of the Legislature of Upper Canada, by His 
Exccllency Sir John Col borne, la te Lieutenant Gaver
nor of that Province, at a moment when his sudden 
rccaU reflected particularly on the merits of his ad-
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Chap. ministration, in which it is stated that the affairs of 
xxxvx. this Province had exercised an injurions influence on 
~the intcrests of Upper ~ana~a-had tendcd appa-

rently to discourage cm1gratwn and the transfer of 
capital to that country, and had acted disadvantage
ously in respect to the terms on which the large loan 
authorized by the legislature of that province was 
recent! y negotiated in England; that such a state
ment is calculated to misreprescnt the views of this 
House-to prejudice the people of these Provinces 
against each other-to disturb that good understand
ing which ought to prevail, and which has hitherto 
prevailed between the said people ; and in place 
thereof to sow discord and animosity among the 
several classes of His Majesty's subjects in these 
Provinces. 

'' Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that strong in the rectitude of their intentions 
and principles, and moved aJone by a desire to in
troduce order and responsibility into their political 
institutions, in the place of the disordcr and abuses 
which now unhappily prevail, this Ilouse and the 
people whom it represents, indignantly repudiate all 
design to injure the interests or embarrass the exer
tions of the people of Upper Canada, in whosc wei
fare the people of this Province fcel a lively interest, 
and for whose patriotic exertions to improve their 
political and social conditions, this House entertains 
a sincere respect, and this House is gratified to per
ceive that the representatives of the sister province 
have done this house the justice to acquit it of being 
the cause of any dissensions or embarrassments ex
isting in the country; and this House firmly repeats 
that those dissensions and cmbarrassments proceed 
from the defective constitution of the Legislative 
Council of these colonies, and from the continued 
unconstitutional exercise by the same persons of 
executive, legislative and judicial functions, from 
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which causes have resulted the abuses of which the Chap. people have so long and so justly complained. xxxvr. 
" Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be au-~ thorized to transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions 

to the Speakers of the several Assemblies of Upper 
Canada, and of the other sis ter Provinces, and to ex-
press the desire of this house cordially to co-operate 
with the said Assemblies in ali constitutional mcasures 
calculated to promote the mutual interests of these 
colonies.'' 

Mr. Speaker Papineau addressed on the occasion 
the following letter to Mr. Speaker Bidwell :-

" SrR,-ln the exposition of the extent and nature 
of the reforms demanded by the people of this Pro
vince, and in the resolutions of their representatives, 
which I transmit to you by order of the House of 
Assembly, we hope a proof will be found of the 
earnestness with which we are endeavouring to se
cure the establishment and recognition of the politi
cal rights of our colonial fellow-subjects as weil as of 
our own. 

" To whatever extent the blessings of a just, cheap, 
and responsible system of government are obtained 
by us, to that extent and amount will the people of 
the British North American colonies parti ci pate in the 
same blessings . 

" They cannot but readily understand how various 
and how grinding are the abuses which distract this 
Province, when they are told that for many long and 
painful years the people have directly by petitions, 
or through their representatives, in terms of no corn
mon emphasis, and by majorities so overwhelming, 
that one might say, without impropriety, unani
mously impugned the administration of affairs in 
every department of the public service. They have 
demanded the adoption of measures alone adequate 
to the cure of the various abuses which have sprung 
from imperfect institutions, acknowledged by a Corn-
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Chap. mittee of the flouse of Commons, so far back as sa' 
xxxvi. 1828, to have bcen viciously administered. So late a. 
~ as the year 1835 it was admitted, both in the House il' 

· of Commons and in the House of Lords, on the min- n 
isterial as well as on the opposition benches, by men to 
the most opposite in their opinions on every question 
of domestic or European policy, with a concert that 
could arise from no other cause than the clearest 
evidence of the fact, that nothing efficient had yet 
been done in Canada to remedy acknowledged abuses 
-abuses denounccd by this House, denounced by 
His Majesty's government, repeatedly denounced by 
Committees of the House ofCommons, which enjoined 
responsible ministers to see that they should cease. 

" These ministers we impeach as being unwilling 
to e:ffect the good work of peace and conciliation 
when charged so to do. W e impeach them for their 
instructions of the 17 th J uly, 1835, devised with a 
view to impose a government upon us which will be 
more irresponsible than it has ever been in time past; 
more prodigal of our lands and taxes, which consti
tute the common fund ; more oppressive by the 
number of its agents and their excessive emoluments, 
out of ail just proportion to the value of the services 
rendered; and more servile on account of its most 
direct dependence on Downing-street, where they 
neverunderstand-where they are unwillingto un der
stand, that the state of society ail over continental 
America requires that the forms of its government 
should approximate ncarer to that selected under 
propitious circumstances, and after mature considera
tion by the wise statesmen of the ncighboring Union, 
than to those into which chance and past ages have 
moulded European societies. 

" 'V c crave y our attention to the contradiction 
manifested in these instructions of the colonial Min
ister above ailuded to. They first acknowledge a 
few protecting axioms of public colonial law, the a 

ta 
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salutary operations of which they practically obstruc1·, Cha p. and then fritter th,em down into insignificance Ly xxxvr. niccties and hypothctical extreme cases, which the ~ minis ter crea tes to j ustify the exceptions he chooses to make to their application. 
" Th us the :Minister of the day admits that parliamentary legislation on the part of Great Britain, on any exclusively internai subject in any British colony possessing a representative assembly, is, a general rule, unconstitutional; yet by the Canada trade acts, tenures acts, smuggled American land çompany acts, this general rule has been repeatedly grossly violated. By the first of these acts, tempontry taxes · imposed during the late war, for the duratio·n of that war and no longer, as a means of aiding GreatBritain to preserve a resting place on this continent, have been ungratefully and oppressively revived, and made permanent by the Imperial Parliament. It is true that the government of Upper Canada induced a bribed or unwary parliament to petition for the revival and continuance of those taxes ; but a treacherous Governor of this Province withheld from this Assembly the information of this fact transmitted to him to be communicated to the representatives of the people of this colony. For years the Assemblies of both the Canadas have been endeavouring to settle this important question; but the useful bills to provide for the appointments of commissioners have until now been rejccted by the Legislative Councils of the one or the other of these Provinces in turn. 

'' By the other imperial acts, property affected in its incidents and conditions of possession and transmission ha~ been rendered insecure. An odious monopoly, which retards the settlement of the country, has be en created ; the administration of justice has been impeded by an attempt to introduce a second system of laws, in a country where courts arc constituted, and judges commissioned and sworn to udminist0r a different system of laws. 
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Chap. " Of this unconstitutional parliamentary legislation 
xxxvi. on the part of Great Britain, on subjeets of an exclu- dt 
~ sively internai nature, in a British eolony possessing e. 

' a representative assembly, this House has repeatedly, ar 

but hitherto ineffeetually, eomplained. 1r 

" W cre we to resign ourselves to a degrading sys
tem of servitude, do you hope, do you bclicve, that 
the ministerial poliey which would degrade us, would 
consent to concede to yon an cnnobling system of 
frcedom to that extent you deserve, and which the 
rapid and easy expansion of the moral, intellectual 
and industrial capacities of the robust, and rapidly 
accumulating population in the severa} Provinces, 
would soon reveal ? How vast is their combincd 
strcngth and resources, wheJ;l no sinister and baneful 
influence is busy sowing dissensions, or exciting by 
misrepresentations, hurtful prejudices amongst those 
who have so many great and common interests. If 
misrule went on unchecked in any of these neigh
bouring colonies without exciting our sympathy, 
your ills would soon become our ills, and ours would 
reach y ou in turn. If, however, y ou are free from 
improper and unconstitutional parliamentary legisla
tion, we rejoice that such is your happier lot. If 
you have to complain of evils similar to ours, or of 
any other evils, all constitutiona1 rncans in the power 
of the people of this Province would readily be re
sorted to, to aid you in their removal. Such goocl 
offices it is the duty of every colony to tender and 
to accept in return. 

" The present colonial 1iinister, who is forccd to 
acknowledge the correct axiom, that British colonies 
possessing a representative Assernbly, are of rjght 
fi·eed from the legislation of the Imperial Parliamcnt, 
is so attached to the privilcges enjoyed by his pre
decessors in office, of misgoverning thcse distant pos
~essions? that he. hesitat~s not to lay barc (in his 
mstructwns to Sn· Franc1s Head) in ail its nakcd 
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dcforrnity, the colonial system as it is understood and Uha]J. 
cxpounded in Downing Street. The inferences which xxxvx. 
are manifestly to be deduccd from thesc cncroaching ~ 
instructions, are, that in the most minute details, 
cvcrything thought of an exclusively internai nature 
in British colonies having representative assemblies, 
must be carcfully kept unclcr the patrona~e, direction 
and official legislation of the Colonial vffice . 1'he 
remonstrances of near a million of people in the 
Canadas, constitutionally expressed by their repre
sentatives, disturb too much the set doctrines and 
practices traditionally transmitted from tories to 
whigs, from Lord North to Lord Glenelg, to expect 
the concession of any remediai measures which the 
sufferers claim. 

'' The people of the Canadas, labouring un der the 
accumulating wrongs proceeding from an act of par
liament, unite as one man, in demanding that that 
act be amend.ed in such of its provisions as relate to 
their Legislative Councils, which they denounce as 
the cause and mainspring of ail the heartburnings, 
di tractions and sufferings in these Provinces. The 
colonial Minis ter, four thousand miles distant from 
the scene of our sufferings, and naturally unable, 
fi·om the multiplicity of his avocations, to become 
acquainted with the extent of our wrongs, arrogantly 
tells the Assemblies that have declared that ail reme
diai measures short of rendering the seats in the 
Legislative Councils dependant on popular election 
will be futile and unsatisfactory-that ' the King is 
' most unwilling to admit as open to debate, the 
' question, whether one of the vital principles of the 
' Provincial Government shall undergo alteration.' 
These deceitful agents, the Royal Commissioners, to 
whom these instructions were addressed, told this 
Assembly, on the other hand, that they are not pre
cluded from entering on an enquiry on this grave 
subject. Instead of freely communicating those in-
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Cha p. structions to the Legislature of this Province, on its tl 
xxxvr. being convened, on whosc determinations they would tl 
7sî not but have had great influence, the H.oyal Commis- rn 

sioners carefully withLeld these instructions; and. it t 
was not until after nearly four months session, that 
the representatives of this Province by chance learncd 
the suppresscd truths from the ncwspapcrs of the 
day, and th us for months have be en unfairly dcprivccl 
of ali means of protesting and remonstrating at an 
earl y season, against the tyrannical tendencics of thes<> 
Downing Street despatches ; against the gross crrors 
of fact which they contain; against the untenablc 
assumption that the Councils created by the act 1791, 
have any analogies either with the aristocratical in
stitutions of Great Britain and Ireland, or with the 
councils of other British colonies; and against the 
heinousness of the conduct of this pretended liberal 
minister, who casts off and derides the prophetie 
warnings of Charles James Fox, of the miserics that 
Mr. Pitt's psuedo-aristocratical councils werc to en· 
tail on these colonies ; and were it not that this base 
dissembling bad thus lulled us into false sccurity, our 
corn plaints would, ere now, have be en before the 
Imperial Parliament. 

" The act of 1791 was part and parcel of the now 
repudiated policy of Mr. Pitt, to build up an aristo
cracy in this hemisphere, and to strengthcn its power. 
The population of these northern colonies bas quin
tupled since the passing of that act. The soil of 
America repudiates a privilegcd aristocracy, yct the 
sages who have our destinies entrusted to their care, 
tell us that ' they will not close the avenue to an 
enquiry respecting which for the present they per
ceive no reasonable ground of doubt ;' but they may 
possibly take into their consideration, at sorne future 
timc, the best means to discard the views of a million 
of people who ask for elective councils who desire to 
see nothing rationally to envy in the institutions of 
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their neighbours, and who have a right to claim, if Chap. they see fit, and who would bencficially enjoy, as xxxvr. 
much of political freedom as was the lot of the most~ favored of the British subjects within the limits of 
colonies founded by charters of incorporation. 

" These sages tell us, moreover, that if, contrary to 
their forebodings, they are driven by our importuni
ties to propose amendments to the statute of 31st 
Geo. Ill. chap. 31, it would not be in accordancc 
with the views and wishes of the living generations 
oppressed by its enactments, but in accordance with 
the views of its bribed and pensioned and endless ar
ray of sinecurist framers. To menaces such as these, 
we can only reply, that we value too highly a repre
sentative form of government to sanction any attempt 
to infringe our constitutional rights, and that such 
violent attacks on those rights could not but excite 
feelings ruinous to the interests of the parent statc 
on this continent. 

"For a long number of years the government of 
this Province and its officers have been in continued 
minorities in the House of Assembly. Thcir blind 
obstinacy to the same oppressive and illiberal policy, 
brought at last the administration into such thorough 
contempt, and so disgusted the mass of the people 
and their Representatives, that these on the 21st 
February, 1834,-Resolved, 'That the public func
tionaries of the colony are combined as a faction, 
and induced by interest alone to contcnd for the 
support of a corrupt government, inimical to the 
rights and opposed to the wishes of the people,' and 
had recourse further to the extreme though consti
tutional remedy of withholding the supplies un til the 
numerous grievances detailed in the 92 resolutions, 
then adopted, should be redressed, and the remedies 
demanded to prevent their recurrence be granted. 

" The then Governor in Chief, in an angry and 
unparliamentary speech, with which he closed the 



168 

Cha.p. session of 1834, endeavoured, but in vain, to throw U 
xxxv.t. a censure and create odium on these deliberate P 
'Ts3T opinions of the House of Assembly of. this Province, P 

asserting groundlessly that the sentiments of the 
constituency did not respond to the solemn declara-
tions of their representatives, and that the people 
were attached to the government as it was consti-
tuted and administered. General elections soon fol-
lowed, and the result was, that not a single candidate 
connected by office to the Provincial government 
could secure a seat, whilst those who were returned 
have repeatedly declared their adherence to the prin-
ciples avowed in those resolutions in a proportion of 
eighty out of eighty-eight members, the full number 
of the representatives. 

"Instead of grappling with evils of such a magni
tude and old standing as those against which we 
complain, Lord Glenelg has thrown together raw and 
undigested ideas, as to the means of checking sorne 
of the min or abuses. Policy such as this might be 
considered a disingenuous effort to uphold by mild 
palliations the system which generates these and 
greater abuses. But, on the other hand, open and 
violent attacks are directed in those menacing in
structions against the most necessary and just rules 
by which freeborn British colonists have striven to 
protect themselves against improper interference on 
the part of meddling colonial ministers. With this 
view importunate solicitatimis are renewed, to obtain 
appropriations for ten years, under the plea that 
Lower Canada would thus be more connected with 
the other members of the British empire. 

" W e, on the contrary, consider that were we to 
succumb in this assault against the policy that gen
erally prevails in the colonies, which was wisely 
adopted to protect colonists against the natural and 
habi~ual partiality of. Downing Street, in favour of its 
nonunees, the calamltous concession would separate 
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us from and exhibit us in a most unenviable corn- Chap. parison with most of the sister colonies. That the mvr. 
precedent which we would establish, would expose~ many colonies hitherto in a great measure free from · 
the evil working system to be assailed by the same 
demands, sophistries or menaces to which we have 
been unfairly exposed for the last fifteen years, dur-
ing the protracted controversies and discussions on 
the financial question arising out of the pre tensions 
of the colonial ministers. 

" The attempt to create classes and distinctions 
among public officers (sorne of whom would be absolu
tely uncontrolled into whatever excesses they might 
run for their salaries, and others submitted to annual 
discussions,) is so shallow and preposterous a scheme 
to consolidate the present vicious system, that it 
scarcely requires refutation. 

" Lord Glenelg seems not to understand that 
however great is the rank, station and importance of 
a colonial minister, and of ali other ministers of His 
Majesty, his crown officers and legal advisers, they 
hold their large emoluments of office by a more pre
carions tenure than colonial officers subject to the 
annual votes of the assemblies. In order that re
sponsibility should attach to the acts of the highest 
officers of state, the British constitution, in principle 
and practice, has wisely entrusted to the representa
tive branch of the legislature the power of the purse, 
to use it as they think right and proper. The Corn
mons have established their right to interfere as well 
in matters of state as legislation, by reserving to 
themselves sufficient large annual appropriations, to 
enforce on the most unwilling government obedience 
to its recommendations. They moreover have 
secured the responsibility of the highest functionaries 
by the establishment of a proper tribunal to bring 
to the most condign punishment, yea, even to the 
forfeiture of life, any of those who in the discharge 
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Chap. of their official duties had become the oppressors 
xxxvr. of the people. 
~ "Although the civil list be granted for the life of 

· the King, all the officers connected, with the excep
tion of a few of the officers of the household, attached 
to the royal persan, are to use the improper expres
sions of Lord Glenelg, daily beggars, not on the 
King' s good will, but on the Gommons, whose wishes 
call them to office, or turn them out of office, in some 
cases after a few da ys, in others after years of service, 
but in every instance on a lease revocable at wilL 
In giving despatches for the direction of a govern
ment to "Upper Canada, when a permanent appro
priation was procured by misrepresentation and sur
prise, and when the utmost discontent and indigna
tion have existed as weil against the government, and 
that Assembly which had surrendercd its powers and 
just influence, and thus betrayed the rights of its 
constituents, how can Lord Glenelg pretend that an 
appropriation for a long period would produce con
tentment in Lower Canada, w here the demand has 
for fifteen years been invariably resisted? 

"In many other respects might these instructions 
be commented on to prove a deep laid plot and 
wicked determination among those who pcnncd them, 
not to consent to any rational reforms in the colonies, 
in_ opposition to the blind prejudices and routine 
business of Downing Street. But this hurried com
mentary in the midst of the fatigues attendant on a 
lengthened session, will, I hope, suffice. 

"Elccted and solemnly pledged to procure a re
dress of the grievances under which the people of 
this Province suffer, and to carry out the principles 
laid down in the resolutions transmitted herewith, 
the practical operations of which can alone prcvent 
a recurrence of these evils, we have been assailed 
and denounced by the enemies of a responsible form 
of government. Those interested in the continuance 
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of the present sytJtem of mi~rulc have Lccu activcly Chap. 
cugao·cd in misreprcscnting our Yiews in the hope xx..wr. 

of s<rwing divi;;,ion and animosity among the people~ 
ofthc.'e colonies, and by thosc means crushing thcrein · 
the cause of rcform. 

"In dcfencc of principles which arc dcar to the 
mass of the inhaLitants of British North America, 
wc hesitate not to publit'h them to the world, satis
ficJ that our vicwl:l nccd only to be knowu to be 
respcctcd. 

" In the position which this Province has long 
tal-en in defence of colonial rights, shc has actcd from 
no fc'lctious opposition, nor fi·orn any local prejudices; 
all shc requires is dircet rcsponsibility to ber people 
in the scveral departments of the state, and cconomy 
in her government. Shonld shc succced in obtaining 
th esc, the re cannot be a donbt but the people of the 
othcr British Provinces must obtain the same extent 
of poli ti cal po,ver and liberty. 

''In the hope, sir, that the Asscmbly of which you 
arc the organ will co-opcratc with the rcprcscntatiYcs 
of this ProYince in procuring a better colonial system 
of government for ali, I beg to assure you of the 
readiness with which the Assembly of Lowcr Canada 
will use ail constitutional means in its power to 
advancc the mutual intcrests of the British North 
Americau Colonies. 

"I have the honor to be, 
" Y our obcdicnt and humbl€' servant, 

" L. J. PAPINEAU, Speaker, 
"House of Asscmbly, 

" Qnebec, 15th 1Iarch, 1836. 
"To ~1. 8. BIDWELI,, Speaker of the 

" I-I ouse of Assem bly of Upper Canada." 
Sir Francis Bond Head, in reply to an address 

prcsentcd him on the 28th May, 1836, from people 
of the Home District, praying him to dissolve the 
House of Assembly of that Province, observes:-
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Ulmp. " GENTLE~IEN ,-The ad dresses I have rcccived, 
xxxvi. rcqucsting me to dissolve the pr~sent House of As
~ scmbly, are so numerous, the stgnatures arc sore-

. · spectablc, and the firm, manly language conveyed 
to me from aU p~rts of the Province, is so strongly 
cm-roborative of a feeling of general disapprobation 
of the har:')h rneasure that has been rcsorted to, by 
stopping the supplies, that I shall no longer hcsitate 
to exercise my prerogatiYe, by dissolving the Assem
bly. 

"\Vith respect to a certain letter, which yon state 
was 'laid on the table of the Housc of Assembly a 
' few hours beforc the prorogation of the Legislature, 
' pnrporting to come from the Speaker of the Ronse 
' of Asscrnbly ofLower Canada, and addressed to the 
' Speaker of the IIousc of Assembly hcre,' I have 
long refraincd from noticing that document, although 
it has repeatcdly bcen indignantly refcrrcd to in the 
addresses from this Province, becausc, as the re olu
tion of the Housc of Assembly of Lowcr Canada, 
dated 15th February, mercly anthorised thcirSpcaker 
to 'transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to the 
' Speakers of the several Assemblies of Upper Cana
' da, and of the sister Provinces, and to express the 
' desire of this Housc cordially to co-operatc \Yi th the 
'said Assemblics in all constitntional measnres calcu
' lated to promo te the mutual interests of these colo
' nies,' it was evident to mc that as 1\'Ir. Speaker 
Papincau's duty was thus clearly prescribed to him, 
he was not authorised to tack to his official commu
nication his own private sentiments, nor was he in 
any way justified in proclaiming them in the first 
person plural, as follows :-

" ' These ministers we impeach.' W ere we to re
' sign mt1·selves to a degrading system ' of servitude.' 
' If misrule went on unchecked in any of thosc neigh
' bouri.ng colonies without exciting our syrnpathy, 
'your Ills would soon become our ills and ours would 
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'soon reach you in return.' 'If you have to complain Chap. 
'of evils si mil ar to ours, or of any other eYils, aU xxxvr. 
' constitution al me ans in the power of the people of~ 
'this Province, would readily be resorted to, to aid · 
' you in their removal. Such 6ood offices it is the 
' duty of every colony to render and to accept in 
'turn.' 

"It must be evident to every liberal-minded man, 
that the House of Assembly of Lmver Canada did 
not authorise Mr. Papineau, in their name, to ex
press to the House of Assembly of Upper Canada the 
foregoing sentiments, nor to designate His Majesty's 
government as the ' naked deformity of the colonial 
' system ; ' nor to term the Royal Commission ers 
' these deceitful agents;' nor to declare 'that the 
' state of society ail over Continental America re
' quires that the forms of its government should ap
' proximate nearer to that selected UND ER PROPITIOUS 
'CIRCUMSTANCES, and after mature consideration by 
'the wise Statesmen in the neighbouring Union, than to 
' those into which chance and past ages have moulded 
' European societies.' 

" Wh at is the real char acter of Mr. Speaker Papi
neau's language ?-what is its latent meaning ?
what epithet will the civilized world give to it ? -
whether the House of Assembly of Lower Canada 
will approve or condemn their Legislative name 
being th us taken in vain, are opinions which were so 
unequivocally expressed in the House of Assembly 
in this Province when the document in question was 
first breathed upon them, that I have no observation 
whatever to makc on the subject. But as ~Ir. 
Speaker Papineau has thought proper to promulgate 
in this Province that 'the people of the Canadas,. 
' laboring under the accumulative wrongs proceeding 
' from an Act of Parliament, unite as a man,' I feel 
it necessary publicly to repudiate that assertion, by 
declaring what the state of opinion in Upper Canada 
really is. 
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Clmp. "The people of Upper Canada dctest dcmoeracy; 
xxxvi. they revere their Constitntional Charter, and are 
~ conseq uently staunch in allegiancc to the ir King. 

36
' " 1'hey are perfcctly aware that there exists in the 

Lowcr Province one or two individunl::; who inculcate 
the idea, that this Province is about to be disturbed 
by the interference of foreigners, whosc power anù 
whose numbers will prove invincible. 

"In the name of ev cry Regiment ofMilitia in "Cppcr 
Canada, I publicly promulgate-Let them come, if 
they da re ! '' 

~fr. Papineau's letter was treated with great con
tempt by the Assembly of Upper Canada, and ex
punged from its journal. The following isfi·omaRe
port of the Committee towhom ithad been refcrred: 

" Geographieally situated as Upper Canada is, 
and governed under the same constitution with the 
sister province, whatever change occurs in the ir form 
ofgovernment, or whatever remedies the Imperial 
Parliament may adopt for the cure of the evils now 
prevailing there, must, in sorne degree, and perhaps 
to an extent not now contemplated, affect us likc
wise. \Vhen a Member of the British House of 
Commons, the salaried Agent of Lower Canada dc
clared in his place, (as 1Ir. Roe buck is reported to 
have declared,) that in the neighbourhood of Lo"·er 
Canada 'there werc 13,000,000 of Hcpublicans, 
' who, as soon as the jlag of Rebellion slwuld be ?m
' furled, would rally round it, and trample in the 
' dust the whole establishment, ' your Committec 
think it right for your Honorable House promptly 
to declare, that, in their opinion, the fcw traitor::; in 
cither province who ·wonld desire to hoist the stan
dard of rcvolt, arc so sensible of thcir own \Ycakncss, 
that thcrc is no fcar of sncb an effort bcing made; 
and that should they be rash enough to attempt it in 
~he cxpcctation of foreign support, they \Yould look 
m vaiu for aïd from the United States, whose goYcrn-
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tuent has been actuated by feelings of the modt Chap. 
friendly and pacifie character towards the British xxxvL 

Empire, and whose high sense of national honor ~ 
would always prevent their lending their aid to a · 
traiterons conspiracy. 'Vhatever course may be 
taken with regard to the affairs of the Lower Pro
vince, your Committcc cannot let slip the oppor
tunity of expressi:ng their anxious hope, that no con
sideration will induce a departure from the principles 
contained in the Charter of 1791, and that in any 
remediai measurcs which may be adopted, the pre
servation of our rights as British subjects, and of our 
intimate connexion with the 1\-Iothcr Country, as a 
Colon y, will ne ver be !ost sight of or endangered by 
weak and tcmporising concessions. 

" Y our Committee, after tha examination of these 
resolutions, have arrivcd at the conclusion, that to 
pursue the course which has been followed in the 
Lower Province, and to espouse the principles 
avowed and insisted on by the House of Assembly 
there, would be contrary to the wishes as weil as the 
interest of Upper Canada ; would shake our system 
of government toits centre, and would rapidly and 
inevitably tend to establish a Republican form of 
Government among us. Impressed with this con
viction, your Committee feel it their duty to submit 
to y our Honorable Ho use the propriety of pre sen ting 
an humble addrcss to His 1\Iajesty, solemnly disavow
ing the sentiments contained in these resolutions, 
and earnestly deprecating any departure fi·om the 
principles of our Constitution, or the adoption of 
any course of policy calculated to weaken the ties 
which attach this Colony to the Briti h Empire. 

" Aftcr this revicw of the resolutions, to which 
your Committe haYe felt it their duty to devote their 
bcst attention, there remains little for them to do, 
but to advert to the letter ofl\-Ir. Speaker Papineau. 

" By the last resolution, he was authorised to 
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Chap. transmit copies thereof to the several Assemblies of 
:xxxvr. Upper Canada, and of the other Sis ter Provinces, 
~ ' and to express the desire of this House cordially to 

· ' co-operate with the said Asscmblies in ali consti
' tutional measures calculated to promote the 
' mutual interests of these Colonies. ' 

"It is under authority of this latter clause thatMr. 
Papineau has assumed to write this letter, which, in 
addition to a lengthened commentary on the resolu
tions, contain sorne expressions to which your Com
mittee beg to draw the attention of your Honorable 
House. In reference to one of the Imperial Statutes, 
imposing certain duties, Mr. Papineau re marks-' It 
' is true that the Governrnent of Upper Canada 
' induced a bribed or unwary Parliament to petition 
' for the revival and continuation of those taxes. ' 
Your Comrnittee find nothing in the resolutions 
giving authority to Mr. Papineau to use language 
insulting to the Government of this Colon y, or to a 
former House of Assembly : nor do they believe that 
the House of Assembly of Lower Canada ever 
designed such an unwarrantable or indecent course 
should be fotlowed. For this violation of decorum, 
and of the courtesy due from one Legislature to 
another, :!\tir. Papineau stands sol ely responsible ; 
but your Comrnittee think it beneath the dignity of 
y our Honorable House to take further notice of so 
base and unfounded a calumny. The tenor of the 
whole letter is, in the opinion of your Committee, of 
a purely rebellions character ; and the sentiments 
of the writer will find nothing but execration from 
the inhabitants of the Province. It carries its antidote 
in itself, and is so utterly revolting to a loyal and 
well disposed mind, that while deserving every 
punishment, it requires no confutation, and would 
have been passed over by your Committee, in silent 
contempt, without even this brief notice, if it were 
not to be found on the J ournals of y our Honorable 
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House. The late period of the last Session whcn it Chap. 
was laid on the table of the House-two months after xxxvr. 
the re olutions wcre adopted, and rather more than ~· 
one month after the date of the lctter-prevcnted the · 
Ilonse of Assembly from taking the suhject into con
sideration. 1'his delay is unaccountcd ior, and is to 
be regretted; for your Committee 1s satisfied that had 
there been time for consideration, the Jonrnals of 
the Assembly ·would not have becn disgracecl by the 
letter of l\Ir. Speaker Papineau. 

" AU which j::; respectfully submitted. 
" liENitY SHERWOOD, Chairman. 

" Committce Roow8, IIouse of Assembly, 
" February 22, 1837. " 

The Assembly, rcsolving itself into Committee of 
the \Vhole on the public accounts, and state of the 
Province, came to the following, among other, reso .. 
lutions:-

" That it is the opinion of this Committce, That 
thi Housc having rcsolvcd to addre~s His l\Iajesty 
and the l)arliament of the United Kingdorn for the 
pm·pose of representing to them the tat of the Pro .. 
vince, and more particnlarly the opinions of the re
presentatives of the people on divers views and de
terminations of His 1\Iajesty's ministers ·which have 
lately becorne known to us, and to solicit the accom
plishment of the reforms which have been asked for 
by this House and the people, and the removal of 
grievances and abuses, has determined to grant to 
His 1\Iajesty the supplies reqnisite for the interval 
between the 15th January last, and the ·15th July 
ncxt, regard being had to the circumstances attend~ 
ing each item asked for, and to the resourccs of the 
country. 

"That it is the opinion of this Committec, that to 
ensnre the effect of the votes of this House f(mnded 
on the preceding resolution, this I-lonse will, under 
existinf,!; circums ~an~ e~, ahstain from specifying in 



178 

Chap. the Bill the particular funds appropriated ; but thi~ Inn: 
xxxvr. House declares in the most solcmn manner that this ~ 
~act on its part ~hall not be appca1ed to or invokeù as siri( 

6
' a precedent in opposition to the resolutions of this 1 

House of the 16th :March, 1833, and 2lst Fcbruaryt ~\ 
1834, or again5t the con titutional right~ of this ha 
Honsc, and the liberties of the people of this Pro~ o~ 
vince." L 

The varions items, or salaries for six months in 
accordance with these, being voted, a bill for the 
amount was passcd and sent up to the Lcgi lative 
Council, where it was immediately rejected as not 
being in conformity with the caU of the Governor, as 
expressed in his speech at the opening of the session. 
The address voted to His 1'Iajesty, and th ose also ta 
both Houses of Parliament,. a sketch whereof only 
can be givcn here, was long and special, again stating 
the grievances under which the Assembly decmed the 
Province to labour. 

It commenced by stating their "firm~ though re .. 
spectful, conviction of the necessity of the reforms 
they bad so often prayed for in the Constitution of 
this Province, and a redress of the gricvances and 
abuses that had prevailcd therein. They prayed 
His l\Iajesty to believe in the ir sincerity, assuring 
him of their desire as the representatives of a people 
who hacl even in times of difficulty shcwn a strong 
attachment to the Empire over which he presided, 
not Lo forget the sentiments of respect they owed to 
His :Majcsty's sacred person, and vvhich his royal at
tributes reqnired. They thought thercfore that they 
would be culpable to sanction by their silence any 
misconception with reo-ard to the nature of the re-
forms required, or to tfie constitutional and practical 
system of Government which they dcsircd to sec 
established in the Province, and which they believed 
to be equally in accordance with the true principles 
of the Constitution? the incontestable rights of the 
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inhabitants of the Province, their natural and social Chap. 
'position, and with their wishes, interests and neces- xxxvr. 
sities." ~ 

They "solemnly rcpeated that the principal of the 
political reforms which the House and the people 
had for a great number of years used every effort to 
obtain, was to extend the elective principle to the 
Legislative Councit To render the Executive Conn
cil directly responsible to the representatives of the 
people, conformably to the principles and practice 
of the British Constitution,-to place under the 
wholesome and constitutional control of the House 
the whole public revenue from whatever source de
rived-to ohtain the repeal of certain Acts of the 
Imperial Parliament, in which the people of the Pro
vince were not represented, with regard to the in-

. ternal affairs of the Province, making its terri tory and 
best resources the subject of unfair speculation and 
monopoly-to ensurc equal rights and impart.ial 
justice to ali classes-to abolish sinecures, and the 
accumulation of incom'Patible offices-to redress the 
numerous .abuses which prevailed in the various de
partments of the public service-and to obtain for 
the Provincial Legislature with regard to the internai 
.affairs of the Province, and more especialiy over the 
management and seUlement of the Wdste land thereof 
for the benefit ef ali classes of His Majesty's subjects 
without distinction, that essential controul which 
would be the direct consequence of the principles of 
the Constitution." 

They thanked His Majesty for having recalled 
Lord Aylmer, and for the appointment as his suc
cessor, of '" a distinguished personage who, inde
pendently of his qualifications as an individual, of 
which they had no motive for doubting, was from 
his previous habits and position, (meaning as a civi
lian probably) more likely to comprehend the wishes 
~nd the wants" of the country. They applauded 

1836. 
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Chap. "the principles of order and justice" announced îrt 
:xxxvi. his speech, and believed that the declarations put 
~ forth in it, and " the extraordinary attributions (in 

· allusion to the commission) which accompanied the 
usual powers" to the King's Representative, were 
guarantees that the subjects spoken of to them as 
matters for future deliberation and decision by His 
Majesty and (the Provincial) Parliament would be 
looked at, in the same comprehensive spirit, and 
that the researches and determinations adapted to 
throw light upon those weighty questions, would not 
be restrained by any formai refusai of the demands 
which were to form the matter of investigation, nor 
by any final determination to maintain at ali events 
the pretensions raised from time to time on divers 
subjects of Colonial policy by His Majesty's respon· 
sible ministers, and which bad called forth the re
monstrances of that House and of the people ; mat ... 
ters which His lVIajesty had been pleased to assure 
them were to be equally the subject of r~search and 
deliberation. 

" W e thought, that without bringing forward un
just and inapplicable theories of metropolitan domi
nation and colonial abasement, without recurring to 
a system proved false by memorable cxamples, re
gard would be had exclusively to the principles of 
the Constitution, the mutual interests of ali parties, 
and the peace, welfare, rights, wishes and wants of 
these important portions of the British dominions. 

" It could therefore only be with lively anxiety 
that we were brought to suppose, from the know
ledge which reached us, at first indirectly, and after
wards by the official channel, of certain extracts 
from aDespatchdated the 17th July, 1835, addressed 
by your Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, to the administrative authorities of 
Lower Canada, ( unacquainted as we moreover are 
with the tenor of the other parts of the same docu-; 
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ment,) and with any subsequent instructions, that in Chap. 
point of fact, the researches authorized by your xxxvr. 
Maj esty, for the purpose of ascertaining the me ans~ 
of doing justice to your Canadian subjects, were on · 
several of the most essential points limited by pre
conceived opinions and anticipated decisions in the 
manner hereinbcfore set forth. "\V e are bound on 
this head to declare, that in the face of obstacles like 
these, if your Majesty's Government should pcrsist 
in maintaining them, and without your Royal Assent 
to the essential points we expect, no measures of 
minor importance can have the effect desircd ; that 
the delay occasioned by the investigations announced, 
will serve only to embolden the enemies of the peo-
ple of this Province, and of your ~iajesty's Govern
ment in their hopes for dissention and violence, and 
that the best intentions, or even acts on the part of 
the head of the Provincial Executive, even in con
junction with the efforts of this House, and of the 
people, might be wrecked in contending against the 
deep rooted system of vice and abuse which has 
robbed your l\iajesty's Government of all efficiency 
and respect, and has endangered the liberties and 
safety of the inhabitants of Canada. 

"At the head of the reforms which we persist in 
considering as essential, is the introduction of the 
principle of popular election into the constitution of 
the Legislative Council. The people of the country, 
without distinction, regard this body, as at present 
constituted, as factitiously opposed to its institutions, 
its state of society, its feelings and its wants, and as 
having been and as being necessarily the strong 
hold of oppression and abuses. They continue in 
like manner to believe that any partial reform which 
shall stop short of the introduction of the elective 
principle, will be altogethcr insufficient, and will, as 
leaving the inherent vice untouched, bring back the 
sa me evils and the same collisions. W e think, that 
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Chap. with regard to the constantly baneful action of the eue 
xxxvx. Legislative Council, we have amply exp1ained our- sa 
~selves to y our Majesty, and that no other proof that we 

6
' the past and present acts of that body, is nceded to 

remove all doubt as to the nature and spirit of the 
improvements to be introduced into it. W e look, p\ 
in this respect, upon the Act of 1791, giving Legis- C, 
lators for life to the Canadian Provinces, at the mere rn 
pleasure of the Executive authority, as an unfortu-
nate experiment, followed by most unhappy conse-
quences. W e also look upon this experiment as 
entirely foreign to the British constitution. W e 
regret that in the extracts from the Despatches we 
have mentioned, an attempt is made by begging the 
question to infer an analogy which does not exist, 
for the purpose of aggravating certain specious ob
jections against an elective Co un cil. W e would re
spectfully pray your Majesty to remark, that the 
influence which prevailed in the CouncilS' of the 
Empire, at the period when the Act of 1791 was 
passed, was calculated to give an undue preponder
ance to the aristocratie principle, while in America, 
the independent state and the progress of society, 
repelled any doctrine of this nature, and demanded 
the extension of the contrary principle. W e must 
also express our regret, that while your Majesty's 
representative in this Province has solicited the co- ' 
operation of the two Ho uses of the Provincial Legis- 1t 

lature to labor at the reform of abuses, and while g' 
this House is fully disposed to grant that co-opera· c 
tion, the constant opposition of the Legislative Coun-
cil is of a nature to prevent so important an appeal 
from being followed by any result. For ourselves, 
'We are conscious that we have ever been, and are 
still guided in our labors by our conviction of what 
was for the greatest advantage of the people, and 
be.st ada~ted to cause your Majesty's Government in 
this Provmce to be respected, cherished and strength-
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ened ; and firm in our determination to pursue the Chap. 
same course, we pray your l\1ajesty to believe that xxxvr. 
wc shall not depart from it.'' ~ 

11hey continucd,-
'' P espccting as wc do the expression of the Royal 

plcasnre, we yct regret that the .lVIinisters of the 
Crown should have declared that your l\tiajesty was 
most unwilling to admit that the question of an 
elective Legislative Council was a subject open to 
dcbatc in this Province. We beg to be pcrmitted 
b rcpresent to your Majesty, that it is not within 
the province of the Colonial Secretary to limit the 
snbjccts which are to engage the attention of this 
Ilonse and the people it represents, within the re
qnircd forms, and with the view of improving the 
laws and condition of the Province. Against this 
infringement of the liberties of the subject, by one 
of your Majesty's responsible servants, we clare to 
appeal to the supreme authority of the Empire, to 
that of your l\1ajesty, sitting in your high Court of 
Parliament. 

" "\V e do not in tend to discuss the historical points 
of English colonial government, on which we ven
ture to differ with your Majesty's ministers. Time 
has solved the problem, and we firmly believe that 
those happy countries to which these questions refer, 
wonld never have attained the degree of prosperity 
which they now enjoy, either under the old colonial 
govermnent, or under a system like that which suc· 
cessive colonial ministers have cstablished and mainw 
tained in this colony. 

" On the subject of the Executive Council, we 
abstain from entering on any details, because we 
hold this question to be closely connected in prac
tice with the other more important subjects of colo
nial policy. "\Ye shaH confine ourselves in sayinO', 
that the full and entire recognition of the nghts ~f 
thi House and of the people, by those whom your 
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Chup. Majesty may be pleased to cali to your Councils, aud lav 
:xxxvr. their constitutional reEponsibility based upon the tli 
~ practice of the United Kingdom, will be cssential pl 

. motives for confidence in your l\Iajesty's govern~ m' 

ment. ~ 
" W e have (they said) also asked, and now ag ain 

ask, for the repeal of certain noxious acts of \Yhich 
the people of the country have complained.'' 

1'hese were "the Tenures Act," and that rclating to 
the British American Land Company. It is to be 
tmderstood that under the former act a Court of Es-
cheats had lately been established, which they re~ 
marked had in fact merely served as a pretext for 
creating severa! sinecures paid out of the public 
revenue of the province, which they " had not recog· 
nised, and would not recognise.'' "\Vith respect to 
the latter they observed :-" One of the effects of this 
act has been to confirm the illegal sale of ncarly a 
million of acres of the waste lands of this Province, 
made to the said company, in addition to the unu· 
suai privileges it confers on the said company, with 
regard to the application of the proceeds of the said 
sale,-privileges which belong solely to the provin· 
cial Legislature whose powers have been therein 
usurped. 1'his subject is also closely connectecl with 
the incontestible right of British subjects inhabiting 
this Province, and of those who come to settle there-
in, not to be taxed without their free consent, ex-
pressed through their representatives. The said sale 
has also rendered impos ible the free settlernent of 
the most advantageous portion of the accessible lands, 
and properly spcaking the only portion of these lands 
which had escaped the action of the system of fraud, 
speculation and monopoly, which the servants of 
your nlajesty's govcrnment in this Province have 
constantly maintained in this department. 'Ye 
~umbly bclieve, that indepcndently of the high con
sH.leration aforesaid, an esscntial point of the public 
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law of the country has been lost sight of, namely, Chap~ 
that the waste lands of this Province are not, may it xxxvr. 
please y our Majesty, of the same nature as the here-~ 
ditary and patrimonial property belonging to your c) • 

Majesty's Crown, any more than they had that char-
acter when they were held by His Most Christian 
Majesty. They formed then, and we deem that they 
form at this day, part of the public domain of the 
State, which in the severa! dependencies of the Em-
pire, is committed to your Majesty's paternal care, 
for the benefit of their inhabitants and of other sub-
jects of y our Majesty who may wish to settle therein, 
and is subject to the supreme authority of Parlia
ament: and we conceive that in this Province the 
provincial Parliament is full y and exclusive! y invested 
with this authority, the exercise of which we shall 
never willingly renounce." 

They added,-" from the moment when the very 
act which defines the forms of our present constitu
tion went into operation (a circumstance which can
not but have weight with y our Majesty) your Ma
jesty's government has recognized the nature and 
destination of the waste lands of this Province, by 
the very act of reserving and continuing to this day 
to reserve a seventh part thereof, to belong more 
particularly to the Crown, and to be under its spe
cial control. Instead of this seventh, the Executive 
authorities have taken possession of the whole of 
these lands, of which they have disposed for the per
sona! ad van tage of their members, and of their friends 
and subalterns, for the purpose of planting corrup
tion in the representation and among the people, of 
securing an undue irresponsibility in the provincial 
administrations, and of withdrawing them altogether 
from the control and influence of this House. To 
justify thcir former waste, and to retain the same 
means of bad govemment for the future, the same 
authorities built up into a doctrine, what had there-
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Chap. toforc bcen only a culpable act ; and thesc pretcn
xxxvr. sions, rcndcrcd powerful by thcir mvn cffccts, have 
~ unhappily made their way to your l\Iajesty's throne, 

... 
6

' and to the supreme councils of the United Kingdom. 
" Under the ancient government of Canada, the 

scttlcmcnt of the wild lands, under a system as rc
gular and easy as possible, and adopted to the cir
cumstances of the climate, the laws, manner and 
locality, by the then inhabitants, and by others of 
their fèllow-countrymcn who carne to scttle among 
them, was regardcd as a point so essential, that a 
great portion of the ancicnt law of the country 
relates to this subject, and lays down rules which 
cnsure the right of the population to obtain lots of 
land for the purpose of cnltivating them, and which 
cstablish the relative rights of the parties interested. 
'V e conccive that the power of ensuring the effi
ciency of these la,vs, ofmodifying them, or enacting 
others in their stead, in case of need, bas devolved 
solely upon the Provincial Parliament. 

'' "\V c regret, that sin ce the change of dominion, 
the exactions of certain seigniors in some cases, and 
the undue favors which have been conferred on 
others under the Tenures Act, on the one band, 
and the pretensions of the Executive to dispose of 
those lands without control, on the other, have 
cntirely nullified the advantages which werc best 
adapted to advance the moral and physical wclfare 
of the people, and to give stability to their institu
tions and to their political existence, as a happy and 
affectionate portion of Y our l\Iajesty's subjects. \V c 
arc sure that the people of Canada, of whatever 
origin, have eqnally had reason to complain of the 
vices and abuses above mentioned. \Y e cannot be
lieve that while rights so csscntial were recognizccl 
and respected under an absolute monarchical govern
ment, the operation of the British constitution, tbough 
impericct in its application to this Province, will be 
absolutely insufficient to maintain them. 
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" \V e thcrefore pray your Majesty to be pleascd Chap. 
to rccommcnd to Parliamcnt the repeal of the said xxxvr. 
Act passed in favor of the Land Company, and also ~ 
t hat it may pl case y our ~Iajcsty to adopt legal mc ans · 
fi>r annulling all the unduc privileges incompatible 
with the rights of this Province, which it is the object 
of the sa id Act to confim, or of which it may have 
bccn the source. \V e also humbly pray your 
l\Iajesty to be graciously pleascd, with regard to the 
matters relative to the public domain, and the lands 
of this Province, torecognize the rights of its legisla
ture, and with the consent of your l\Iajesty as the 
first branch thereof, to render availRble aU the 
resources of the country for the support of your 
Government therein, and for the equal benefit of aU 
your subjccts who inhabit the Province, or may come 
to scttle in it, and more cspecially to ensure to ali 
without distinction the means of settling on the 
waste lands, under any system and on such condi
tions as shall be found most advantageous. 

" On the subject of the independence of the 
J udges", they said :-" \V e see with pleasure that 
there exists no difference between the views of His 
l\iajesty's Government and our own. \Ve regret 
that we were mistaken in our efforts to carry them 
into effcct. Since that time the modifications which 
have rende red the character of the Legislative Co un
cil worse, ·phile it was prctended to make it better, 
have convinced us that it would be of no ad van tage 
to the due administration of justice, to proceed on 
the sa me basis. \V e shall not, howevcr, abandon the 
consideration of the subject, and wc shall attcntivcly 
examine any plan which shaH appcar to us \veil 
adaptcd for the attainment of the dcsired end. 

" \Yhat wc have now said will suffice to show 
your ~iajcsty what our vicws are, with regard to 
the politics of the colony as a whole, to the functions 
and powers which we believe to belong to the Pro-
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Chap. vincial Legislature on all matters relative to the in
xxxvr. ternal affairs of the colony, and with regard to what 
~ we conceive to be the best me ans of ensuring activity, 

· efficiency and responsibility in the public service. 
W e would suggest to your ~1ajesty, th at the re are 
on this portion of the American Continent, more 
than a million of your Majesty's subjects, composing 
the Colonies of Upper and Lower Canada, who, 
speaking different languages, and having a great 
diversity of origin, laws, creeds and manners, char
acteristics peculiar to them respective! y, and which 
they have severally the right to preserve as a separ
ate and distinct people, have yet come to the con
clusion that the institutions common to the two 
countries ought to be essentially modified, and that 
it bas become urgently necessary to reform the 
abuses which have, up to this day, prevailed in the 
administration of the Government. W e rejoice that 
we have, in our just claims, the support of our 
brethren of Upper Canada. This support will ren
der manifest to your Majesty and to our fellow sub
jects in all parts of the Empire, that we have been 
sincere in our declarations, that the circumstances 
and wants of the two Canadian Provinces do indeed 
require a responsible and popular government, and 
that we have been actuated by no narrow views of 
party or of origin in repeating to your Majesty for 
many years, our prayer that such a Govcrnment 
may be granted to us. 

" With regard to the protection and to the cquality 
of the rights which your Majesty's Canadian subjects 
are entitled to, the remedy of evils and abuses, the 
abolition of sinecures and pluralities, the cxpected 
formation of an Executive Council on the principles 
we have set forth, and to divers other subjccts more 
frarticularly mentioned in the Speech from the 
Throne at the opening of the present Session, we 
refcr to the answer to His Exeellency the GovC'Inor 
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in Chief; and we ardently wish that the views and Chap. 
instructions of yonr lVfajesty's Government, on the xxxvr. 
cssential points, may be of a nature to facilitate the Ts;T 
rcsults which your Majesty's Representative has · 
bcen pleased to promise, and which it will afford us 
the most lively satisfaction to see attained. 

They moreover observed that-" In the extracts 
from dcspatches hereinbefore cited, there are certain 
passages which inùuce us to believe that we have not 
made mn·selves understood by your ~Iajesty's Govern
ment, with regard to the nature of the control we 
desire for the Provincial Legislature ovcr the waste 
lands of the public domain of the Province, and 
which might cause sorne apprehension in the opinion 
of our fellow subjects. W e have never claimed to 
exercis~ over this portion of the affairs of the 
Government, any other authority than the parlia
mentary and constitutional authority which we are 
entitled to exercise over all the other affairs of the 
country in so far as the peace, welfare and good 
govcrnment of the country may be therein con
cerned. ·y{ e have also set forth at length our 
reasons for believing that this authority belongs to 
us. On this head, as on ali others, our wish is that 
the due execution of the laws may remain in the 
hands of the Executive authorities, within the limits 
prescribed by the laws and the constitution, and 
undcr the necessary responsibility ; but we also 
wish that the right of the Assembly of the Province 
to legislate on these subjects, jointly with the other 
branches of the Legislature, and to exercise in this 
behalf the other powers of the Gommons of the 
country, may receive its full application. 

" It remains (they finally observed) for us to 
address your Majesty on this important and exten
sive subject,-the public revenue and expenditure 
of this Province. W e humbly thank your Majesty 
for the gracious declaration, that your Majesty is 
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Chap. disposeù to admit the control of the Representatives 
xxxvi. of the people over the ·whole public Revenue 
~ raised in this Province. \V c regard the fulfilmcnt 

· of this promise as of the highest importance. In 
stating cxplicitly in the preceding portions of the 
Address, the rights which we hnmbly bclicve to 
bclong to the Legislature of this ProYiucc, with 
regard to certain parts of this Revenue, we wish to 
present the subjcct in its truc point of view, in order 
that no misconception may hereaftcr retard the 
desircd result. In the proposais which it may 
please Y our l\Iajesty to make to us for the pm·pose 
of attaining this result, it is impossible that your 
1\Iajesty should lose sight of the cssential principles 
of the Constitution, orto the declaratory Act of17ï8, 
to the benefit of which we believe the people of this 
country are peculiarly entitled. \V c shall receivc 
with respect, and examine with the most scrupulous 
attention any communication which Your ~Iajcsty 
may be pleased to maire to us, tending to the settle
mcut of the financial questions. \V c believe, how
cver, that any mercly temporary arrangement, made 
as a matter of expediency, and not carrying with it 
the recognition of the princip les we have supported, 
could not have the desired effect, but would sooner 
or later bring back the very difficulties with which 
wc are now contcnding. W e humbly reprcscnt to 
Y our 1\Iaj est y, th at the people of this Province, tired 
of the continued struggle in which they have been 
so long engaged to obtain the recognition of their 
rights on the paut of the 1Ietropolitan and Colonial 
anthorities, would regard with painful apprehension 
the possibility of the recurrence of the same state of 
things, and of the necessity ofmaking new sacrifices 
for the purpose of laying these complaints before 
Y our Majesty and Parliament. \V e wish for a 
Government 'Which shall assure us freedom and 
security; the unrestrictcd effect of Y our 1\Iajesty's 



,menti.. 
tc Re1 
le full 
ortanœ. 
rtlom i 

[y nene1 

onnce, 

~, we.i· 
tew,m 
r retail! 
!eh it 

rther 
le thït 
tial pri: 
Actf 

~eoplet; 
sh~l rn 

191 

ùeclarations can alone confer it on us ; anJ. it will Chap. 
be when wc posscss it, and can cntertain a hope of xxxvr. 
the removal of grievances and abuses wc compl~in ~ 
of, that we can propcrly seek the mcans of gnTmg 
effcct to Y our ~Iajcsty's wishes with regard to an 
appropriation of a permanent nature. 'Vith respect 
to the extension of any appropriation of this nature 
beyond what we have hitherto thought to be rcason-
able, it will be impossible for us to takc the subjcct 
into consideration until after the views of Y our 
~iajesty's Government, with regard to the details, 
shall have becn made known to us. 'Ve must, how-
cver, declare that having rcprcsented to Your 
Majcsty our views with regard to the efficiency 
and responsibility which we wish to sce established 
in the Provincial Govcrnment, wc should think we 
failed in our duty to our constituents if wc dcstroyed 
that efficiency and that responsibility, by placing, as 
a general rule, the great public functionaries of the 
province, beyond the reach of the wholcsome action 
of the constitution. W e are not actuatcd by any 
merely pccuniary motive ; we belicvc that the 
largest sums Y our 1\<Iajesty's Government could ask 
for, would be utterly insignificant in comparison 
with those for which Y our Majesty's servants in this 
province have been defaulters, or the enormous sums 
expended out of the public revenue, without the au
thority of the Provincial Legislature, and even in op
position to the votes of this House ; or in comparison 
with the waste of the public property, by which four 
millions of acres of land or more, scarccly an eighth 
part of which has y et be en settlcd, have be en mono
polized or alienated. But we earncstly desire to pre-
serve the benefit of a just control on the part of the 
Legislature over the sc veral branches of the Provin-
cial Executive, and wc can ncver consent by rcnoun-
cing it, to confound ali the powers of the state for 
time to come. 
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Chap. " Having thus rendered manifest our opinions on 
xxxvi. the essential points of the ex tracts from despatchelJ 
~ which have come to our knowledge, we refer on ail 

· other points, to our humble petition to Y our Majesty 
and your Parliament, of the, 1st ofMarch, 1834, and 
the 21st February, 1835, in which we persevere. 
W e beg le ave to call Y our Maj esty' s royal attention 
to the essential reforms we have pointed out in the 
former part of this address, and which we believe to 
be indispensably necessary. Declaring ourselves 
unsatisfied with the views and intentions of Y our 
Majesty's ministers, we address ourselves to Your 
Majesty and to your Parliament, in order that our 
just daims may be listened to, and that Y our Majes· 
ty's government in this Province may forthwith be
come a constitutional and responsible governrnent, 
and one possessing the confidence of your faithful 
subjects. 

" W e have frequent! y regretted that the destinies 
of the inhabitànts of this portion of the British Empire 
should depend almost solely on a Colonial Minister 
acting on the other side of the ocean, and for the 
most part on incorrect data and an imperfect know· 
ledge of facts. 

" W e expect full justice from the august tribunal 
to which we appeal, and we trust that the Provincial 
Parliament wiTl be so called together, for its next 
session as to enable us to continue as early as possi
ble our labours for the welfare of the country, and, 
reassured by the measures we expect, to consider the 
means of finally arranging the difficuties which sub· 
sist in the Povernment of this Province, and of giving 
strength, stability and public confidence to Y our 
Majesty's government therein. 

" Wherefore we respectfully entreat Y our Majesty 
to listen favorably to our humble prayers, and as 
weil by the exercise of the august powers which be· 
long more especially to Y our Majesty as jointly with 
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the Parliamcnt of th~ United Kingdom, to render Chn.p. 
full justice to your faithful subjects, and to deliver xxxvr. 
them from the system ?f oppr.ession and bad go vern-~ 
ment which the Colomal l.\Im1sters have Joug made to 
press hcavily upon them. And by inclination led, 
as \·eU as by duty bound, we shall ev er pray for 
Y our l\Iajesty's sacred person." 

It was then resolv d, (26th Feby., 1836) "ThaL 
the Speaker should transmit to John Arthur l{oebuck, 
Esquire, agent of the province in England, the peti
tions of this Ho use to the two Houses of Parliament 
of the United Kingdom, adopted this day, and that 
the said agent be requested to adopt measures for 
requesting them to be presented and for supporting 
the same." The petition to His .l\lajesty was for
warded through the Governor. 

These being expedited the Assembly proceeded to 
other matters. The North American land Company 
being peculiarly obnoxious, a:JJ. Address to His Exeel
lency was voted. 

" Resolved, That an humble Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, praying 
that until His l\iajesty's Government shall have clone 
justice to this House and the people of this Province, 
by procuring the repeal of the Act in favor of the 
North American Land Company, and the revocation 
of ail contracts and other deeds or instruments 
tending to grant to the said Company the property 
or enjoyment of any portion of the waste lands of 
this Province, he will be pleased to suspend the is
suing of any Patents or other instruments tending 
to con vey to the said Company, as above mentioned, 
any portion of the said lands, and not to confirm 
any anterior contract, deed or instrument ; and 
that he will protect in this behalf, the rights and in
terests of His l\iajesty's faithful Subjects in this 
Province ; also, praying His Excelleney to be pleas
ed to inform this House whether any such Patents 

I 
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Chap. or instruments have been issued in this Province s.i.nce 
xxxvr. the formation of the said Company, and if any have 
Ts;;-- issued, to be pleased to lay before this Ilousc a 

· statement of such Patents or instruments, and of the 
situation of the lands therein included. 

To this His Excellency answered : " I do not 
conceive it to be within the scope of the po,vers de- te 
legated tome as Governor in Chief of these Provinces, 
to annul or abridge the rights a11d privilcgcs confer-
red on any of his l\fajesty's Subjects by a Charter 
under the Royal Sign l\Ianual, of which the pro-
visions have been confirmed and extended by an 
Act of the Imperial Legi. lature. 

"I request y ou, therefore, to acquaint the Ronse of 
Assembly in answer to this Address, that, during 
the subsistence of the contracts and arrangements 
which, ratified by so high a sanction, have bcen 
made between l-Iis Majesty's Secretary of State and 
the British American Land Company, I do not feel 
myself authorizcd to refuse the issning of Patents 
convcying to the said Company such portions of the 
wild lands of the Crown in this Province as may not 
be more than equivalent to the pm-chase moncy ac
tually paid by them in accordance with the tenns of 
their contract. 

" I, however, readily accede to the request of the 
House contained in the latter part of this Address, 
and I will desire to be laid before it, without delay, 
a statement of ali such Patents or instruments as 
have issued in this Province in fa:vor of the said 
Company since its formation, and of the situation of 
the Lands therein included." 

The appointment of l\Ir. Gale to the Bench at 
:Montreal, had as previously mentioncd, given great 
offence to the dominant party in the Assembly, and 
copies of the correspondence between the Colonial 
Secretary and Provincial Government \Vere called 
for by Address ear]y in the session, and which accord-
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mgly wcrc im· r 1intrly laid bcfin·n b:~ lions('. Thc.v Cha p. 
\'Cre no:> mer c t>lin'rc' t11:.u refenc l to .l ~ ~· a.H·- x:xxv1. 

ing C01 unittce of G ·i<' ·anccs. Th' C ,p mit.cc 1c- ille 
ported, ~ Hl u 10 n it::; Report the f(Jlowiug rcsol ttions ' · 
Yere adopted :-

" Resolvcd, That it is the opinion of th' s Commit
tee, That Samuel Gale, E.:"qnire, latcly r..1 pointcd one 
of the J nstices of His niajesty's Court of 1\inp:'~ 
>Cllch for the District of nlontrcal, has becn an ac

t ive and dccided partizan of the obnoxious Admiui~
tration of the E :ri of Dalhousie, f<Jrn cr1y Goverllor 
in Chief of this Province, <wainst ,,Yhich the 1 c~ l c 
of this colon y , did in the ycar 1827, s 1ccc ~fu ll y 
complain. 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, That the said Samuel Gale did, in the )Car 1822, 
take an active part in circulating a certain Petition 
tp the Imperial Parliamcnt of Great Britain and Ire
land, praying for a Union of the Provinécs of "Upper 
and Lm.vcr Canada undcr one Legislature, which 
Petition contained gross calumnics against this 
l iouse, and against the people of this Province; 
grossly misreprcscntcd the Civil Law in force in this 
colony; tcnded to engendcr animosîties, prejudices 
and distractions between the varions classes of His 
... I~~esty's subjccts thcrcin; to endangcr their rights 
and privileges, and to disturb the institutions and 
customs guarantccd to them by solemn Treatics and 
5olcmn Acts of Parliamcnt. 

" Rcsolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that the said Samuel Gale, whil 't Chairman of 
the Quarter Sessions at :Montreal, did use the pmYcr 
and influence of his office in acquirin~ and excrcis
ing an impropcr asccndancy over his fcllow Jus ti ces 
of the Pcace, in intimida ting the l\-L gistrates, and 
Lringing their opinions to his will and to that of the 
E xecutive , by employing threats of puni h ent and 
exciting fears, equally hurtfu] to the interests of His 
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Chap. M>~jcsty's fl'Ovcr ment and of His snbjccts in this 
xx.·v1. \v 'Î.l ·c, lhc de ·troyi n~r the confidence of the pu1)lic 
_..,...._... •lL· Illl. ·~u·acy aad in the ~1.ùministrr.tion of Jus-

ltiJ6. ~ 
• c~. 

" lteso1Yed, TLat it is the opinion of this Com
mittce, that Le said Samuel Gale, as appcars by a 
kttcr by him mldressed to the Earl of Dalhousie, 
thcn Go\rernor in Chief of this Province, awl dated 
:Montreal, 17th A·w:u"t, 1827, did report to the 
E.:ccativ ~ four certain nlar;istrates who difl'erecl in 
op~nio 1 'vith the snicl Samuel Gale on a legal qucs
ti m, "·i~h a view that the Executive shonlù punish 
s 1eh J.b .. âstrat.:'s fn· the cxercisc of such opinion, 
and th at shortly after the n:. mes of those four )la~s
trates .,,·cre trud- out, or omitted in the Oommi ·sion 
of the Pcace thereafter issued ; and that tl'e said 
Samuel Gale is thereby guilty of having destroyccl, 
inas~nuch as in him lay, all independencc of the 
l3ench ; and of having cndangered the security of 
His ~Iajesty's subjeets, and the safety of their liber
tics an( propcrty. 

"Resolvcù, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that the said Samuel Gale, having been deputcd 
to England, as the hired Agent of the then obnox
ious A(lministration, to oppose the complaints of the 
pcopl"' of this Province, and to support the oùious 
Ad ninistn.tion aforest iù, did, in his evidence bcforc 
a Oommittee of the IIouse of Gommons, calumniate 
and dr. filme this Ilonse ; evince the most violent and 
u 1:è.mnùerl prejudices against the laws, cnstoms, 
and in ·titutions, in force in this country, misrcprc
scnt the samc, and p~·oved himself thcreby to be a 
fixed and detcnnined enemy, as \vell of the said 

11 laws, cnstoms and institutions, as of the majority of 
the people of this Province. 

" Resolved, 'llhat it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that the Right Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, then 
Ilis ~Iajcsty's Principal Secrctary of State for the 
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Colonies, being movcd by principles of justice ~md Chap . 
good goverlllllCnt, clid aS appe:tl'S by a nespntdl<b~ed XXXV!. 

Downing Street, llth Novcmber, 1834, rd'n<::e to ~ 
sanction the appointment of the Eaid. Sau ncl Cn1c us 
Ju<lge of the Court of King's Deneb, in conseqner ce 
of the line adoptcd by the said Samuel Gale, Leforc 
the aforesaid Commit~ee of the Bouse of Gommons, 
in the year 1828, and of the conncction with the 
measnrcs of those times. 

" Rcsolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that it is imprudent and unsafc, and dangerous 
to the liberties, privilcges, rights and properties of 
the people of this Province, to intrust the Adminis
tration of the said laws, customs and institutions to 
the said Samuel Gale, in \Y hom the people of this 
rrovince, in consequence of his varions acts, declar
ations and procecdings aforcsaid, have not, and can
not have any confidence as a Ju<lge . 

" Rcsolved, That it is the opinion of this Commit
tee, that an humble Aùdress be prescntcd to Ilis Ex
ccllcncy, the Governor in Chief, \vith copies of the 
Report and accompanying documents, togethcr \Yi th 
copies of the Report of the Special Committcc of the 
Ilonse of Asscmbly on the qualification of Justices 
of the Pcace, made in the second Session, of the 
thirteenth Provincial Parliamcnt, and the evidence 
and documents mmcxcd thcreto; also of the third 
Hcport of the Special Committee of this Honve, to 
\vhom \vere referrcd Petitions on GrieYanecs Ü1 the 
smnc session, and the evidence, given by the sniù 
~anmel Gale, bcfore a Committce of the Ilonorahle 
the IIousc of Gommons, in the ycar 1828 : praying 
His Excellency to takc immediate step!', to have the 
Raid Samuel Gale, removed from the office of Judge 
of IIis :;\Iajesty's Court of King's lleuch in this Pro
vince." 

~ro this His Exccllcncy ansvrere<l, " I find hy the 
Ilcport dclivered to mc with this Address, that l\fr. 
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Uhap. Justice Gale, is accnscd ofhaYing becn a partium oc 
XXXVI. elc At ministration of the Earl of Dalhousie. n()'ainsv 
Ts;;- w.1ich .the. people compbincd in the yc' .r 18~7 ;~ 

of ha mg m the year 182.;.> takcn an actiYe part m 
circulating a Petition to the Imperial Parliamcnt, 
praying for the Legislative L ni on of the Province" of 
"Gppe::.· and Lower Canada, ·which Petition is statcd to 
haYe been calumnions, and calculated to disturb the 
institutions and customs of Lov;cr Cannda ; -of 
luwing sorne ycars ago, while Chairman of the Quar
ter Sessions at ~fontreal, made an impropcr and op
prcssi ·e nse of his office, tending to destroy the in
dcpcndence of the l\Iagistracy ;-and finally of haY
.ing, in 1828, given evidence before a committcc o.' 
the Ilonse of Gommons dcfamatory of the ..lL~embl~·, 
and hostile to the lmvs, customs and institutions in 
fi>1·ce in this ProYincc. 

" AH thesc allegations rcfer to a date antecedent 
to l\Ir. Gale's bcing raised to a scat on the Bcnch, 
hut I find no statement reflecting on his co ml net sub
sequent to that appointment, nor, thcrcfi>rc, am 
ground which would justify me, in cntcring into tht 
question ·whcther, as praycd by the Ilonf'c, immedi
ate measures shonld be taken for his removal : he ha 
heen eonfirmed in his appointment, by the Royal 
Premgative, and failing any misbehaviour as a Jmlgc, 
it wonld be inconsistcnt with the sccnrity whieh 
::.hould always attach to the tenure of that office, 
whilc rightfully administered, that I should consider 
''hcthcr he ought to be dismissed for aets commit
ted before His ::Jiajcsty approved of his elevation to 
the Hench." 

Thi...:, however, did not satisfy the Asscmhly, who 
now dctcrmined npon an Address to His ~Iaje~Jty, 
conehcJ in the followin~ tern s :-

" \V c, Y our ~Iajesty's f~lithfnl Snbjcct~, the Gom
mons of Lo\ver Canmb, in ProYincial Parliamcnt as
semblcJ, mo:,t rcspectfully approach Y our .i\Iç~esty, 
and rcprcsent :-
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· ~rhat aft:er a duc cxamination (as will nppcar by Olw.p. 
n n~port of the Standing Committee of Grievances XXXVI. 

hcrcnnto append d, and concurrcd in by Y our Pc-~ 
titioncrs,) into the charactcr and conduct of Samuel 
Gale, E~quirc, latcly appointed to the high office of 
J udp;c of the COl rt of King's Bench for the District 
of :Montreal, the Commons of this Province decidccl 
that the saicl Samuel Gale is a clcélarecl cnemy of 
the laws which h0 is sworn to aclministcr; that he 
has bcen gui.lty of divers misdcmcanors ; that he has 
been engagcd in a long series of acts of hostility 
against the good people of this Province, their lan
guage, customs and institutions ; and tbat by his 
public misconduct he has dcprived himself of the 
confidence, as well of Your Majcsty's subjects in 
this colony as of their Representatives ; and who in 
.consequence, presented in the course of the present 
scc:;sion of the Provincial Parliament, an humble Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, pray-
ing His Excellcncy to takc immediate stcps to have 
the said Samuel Gale rcmoved from the said offic.~ of 
.Jmlgc. 

"'fhat yonr Petitioncrs have to complain that His 
E .'ccllcncy the Go\ ernor in Chiefhas rcfu:::;eù to com
ply with thcir just clcmands, and considcred that 
therc was no gronnd which would justify His Exccl
lency in entering into the question, whether, a~ 
prayed for by this Housc, imme(liate mcasures should 
be taken for the rcmoval of the s, id Samncl Gale 
from the Bench. and that it would be inconsistent 
vith the sccurit\• which shonld always attach to the 

tenor of that o'flicc, to consider whethcr the said 
Samncl Gale oup;ht to be dismissed for acts commit
tcd bcforc His ~l~jesty approved of his elevation to 
the Bcnch. 

" That His Excellcncy the Govcrnor in Chief does 
not appcar by his answcr to the said Address, to have 
correctly understood the paramount reasons, and 
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Chap. grounds, \vhich induccd Y our Pctitioners to demand 
xxxvr. the removal from office of the said Samuel Gale. 
~ That Y our Petitioners never pretended to demanù 

· such re moval for acts reflecting on the conduct of the 
said Samuel Gale subsequent to his appointment to 
the Bench, but for acts committed and opinions ex
pressed before his elevation to the Bench, which 
utterly disqualified him from being intrusted with 
the administration of the laws in this Province, and 
ùeprived him of that public confidence which is so 
necessary to every person invested with so exalted 
and important an office. 

"That the disqualification under which the said 
Samuel Gale labored, in consequence of acts commit
ted by him, before his appointment to the B ~nch, 
was solemnly recognized by one of Y our :Majcsty's 
principal Secretaries of State for the Colonies, in a 
dcspatch, dated 11th November, 1834, who refused 
to confirm the said appointment; and that the subse
quent confirmation thereof by the Right Honorable 
the Earl of Aberdeen, upon which His Excellcncy 
the Governor in Chief, in his answer aforesaid, 
grouncls his refusai, does not and can not, in any way 
rcmove the disqualification which previously existed, 
and which justly opposed the elevation of the said 
Samuel Gale to the Bench. 

" That, moreover, the confirmation invoked by His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief, cannot be of any 
weight in the present case, inasmuch as it appears 
by a despatch, addressed hy Lieutenant General Lord 
Aylmer to the Secretary of State for the Colonial 
department, and dated Castle St. Lewis, 23rd Jan., 
1835, that the Earl of Aberdeen was led into crror 
by false and unfonnded misrepresentations containcd 
in the said despatch, in which, among other things, 
it Ï8 erroneously stated that ' those who in the first 
instance \Yere averse to his (the said Samuel Gale's) 
appointment, have ccasecl to corn plain of it,' th at the 
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appointment 'is very generally approved of,' and that Chflp. 
' the removal' of the said 8amucl Gale from the xxxvr. 
13ench ' would have a very bad eftcct in this Pro· ~ 
vince,' assertions which arc contradictcd by, t<nd at · 
total variance "·ith, the rcprcsentatiœ.1s of the people 
of this l)rovince, and. of their Representatives in Par
liament asscmbled, and moreover specially contrn
dicted by the fact that the latter haYe alvmys dcclined 
to vote the salary of the said Samuel Gale as a J udgc. 

" 1.1hat His Excellency the Governor in Chief, in 
cnumerating the varions gronnds of disqualification 
set forth against the fitness of the said Samuel Gale, 
for the high office to which he has been improp rly 
appointed, has omittcd to notice two charges which, 
atthough passed over in silence by His Excellcncy, 
are particularly clisrcpntable to the saicl Samuel Gale ; 
and. Y our Petitioners hope that His Exccllency dties 
not thereby intend to convey the impression that the 
said charges arc frivolous or unfounded, or hy such 
omission to sanction, in a high iliagisterial Func
tionary, acts tending to bring clisrespect on the lmvs, 
and to corrupt the source ofjustice. 

" That Y our Pctitioners solemnly protest ngainst 
the inferences which might be deduced from the 
princip les laid clown in His Excellency' s answcr 
aforesaid, that the charactcr and condnct of a man, 
howcver bad and censurable they may be antecedent 
to his appointment to office, are not sufficicnt grounds, 
when made k.nown to competent authority, to jnstify 
that authority in rcmo-ving the pcrsons so disqualificd 
by previous bad conduct, from any office to \Yhich 
he may have been impropcrly and injuclicious1y np
pointcd; inasmuch as such principles, whcn practi
cally carried out, cannot fail to producc consequences 
peculiarly fatal to the purity and indepcndcncc of 
tbc Bcnch, as they tend to couvert the Ermine of 
Jus ti ce in to a cl oak to co ver the mi sem du ct of 1- nb lie 
men, and to protect them from the just consequences 
of thcir evil acts. I 2 
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Chap. " That Y our Pctitioncrs regret that, if His Excel
xxxvr. lcncy the Govcrnor in Chief did not fecl dispo. c<.l, or 
~ anthorizcd, to do full and immediate ju:-,ticc to thr 

· people and to this Ilonse, by the rcmoval fi·om officr 
of the said Samuel Gale, he did not think propcr to 
sc nd the .... aid Ad<.lreE:s aüd Hcport::;, Reso] utions, docu
ments and evidence accompanying the .'ame, to 
Eng1and, and rccommcnd the whole to the favorabl 
consideration of Y our l\Iaj eBty; but, on the contrar:, 
deC'mcd it expedient to put his direct veto on the 
demands of Y our Pctitioncrs respectfully convcyc( 
to His Exccllcncy in the Address aforesaid. 

" '' hcrcforc Y our Pctitioncrs, the I C'prc~cntativc, 
of Your :Maje;::;ty's subjccts in Lmvcr Canada, pray 
Yonr .Jfajcsty to takc the filets set forth and referrc, 
to in the said fifth Heport of the Standing Committcc 
of Gricvances in to Y our favorable consideration, so 
that the complaints thercin contained me:ly be rcme
died and justice be donc to Y our l\lé~esty's su:ficrin~ 
subjccts in this Province, by the remoYal of the sai 
Samuel Gale from the office of .Tndge of Y our l\Ia
jesty's Court of IGng's Dcuch, to \vhich he has becn 
unworthily and impropcrly appointed." 

An Address was thcn votcd, "informing His Ex
ccllcncy that this Ilou::se hath votcdanhumblc Addrcss 
to His ni~~esty, praying the removal of Samuel Gale, 
Esquire, fi·om hi office of J udgc of the Court oi King's 
Bell'·h, in this Province, and that Ilis Excellcncy 
would be plcased to transmit the said Address to Ih-
1.\Iajcsty's governmcnt in England, to be laid at thr 
f(>ot of the Throne, togethcr "\vith copies of the fifth 
Report of the Standing Committce of Gricvanccs, 
concurrcd in by this Honsc, and the resolntionf;. 
evidence and documents accompanying the same, in 
o ·der that the complaint thcrcin containcd be rcmc
dicd, and that jrstit:C be don<: in the premisC'S to His 
l\laje"ty's suffering subject::) in this Province'." 

\Vith this Adùres::) the Speaker, attcnded by the 
Ilon~c, waitcd npon the Governor, who answcred :-
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~. In compliance with your wishes I will not fail to Chap 
transmit for the purposc of being laid at the foot of xxxvr. 

' I G . S ---'---' the Throne, your ~ddress to our :J ost racwus. ove-
1836

. 
rcio·n tocrether wlth the other documents relatmg to 

0 ' 0 
' the case of lllr. Jus ti ce Gale. 

"I shall avail mysclf of the same opportunity to 
fm·ward uch cxplanations and comments as scem to 
be called for by those parts of the Address which 
·clate to my official conduct in this matter." 

N othing afterwards transpircd on the matter to 
disturb 1Ir. Gale, who, a already mcntioned, was 
maintained in his office, and gave, thcrc is rcason to 
bclieve, very general satisfaction to ail classes by his 
upright performance of the important duties attached 
to it. 7<-

A petition against :Mr. Justice Fletcher, of the 
District of St. Francis, was again laid before the 
Asscmbly this session, by l\Ir. Silas Hm·ton Dickerson, 
rene'' ing the complaints he had made in 1829 against 
that gentleman, and praying the House would resume 
the consideration of the grievances set forth in the 
former petition. This also was referred to the Stand
ing Committee of Grievances, who reported un
favorably of the J udge. Resolutions in conformity 
to the Report wcre adopted, and an Address to the 
Govcrnor was accordingly presented. It stated :-

" ~rhat sin ce the appointment ofl\Tr. Justice Fletcher 
to the Bcnch of the Di trict of Saint Francis, he has 
abuscd the power confided to him, to the injury of 
Ilis ~Iajesty's subjccts, and in manifest violation of 
his duty to the King. 

"That he has unjustly and arbitrarily fined and 
"mprisoned divers of the King's subjects fi>r various 
pretcnded contcrnpts of his Court, and dm·jng a series 
of years, on varions pretcxts, has vexed and harrassed 
them. 
r.--------------~~------~------------------~ !fe has ~ince, to makc room for another, been placed upon a 
retumg penswn of 1:600 a year~ 
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Chap. "crhat he has rcpcatedly sat in jndgment in cases une 
xxxvr. originating with himself, and in which he took a fail 
~ per onal interest, and pronounccd illegal and iniqni- rio, 

· tous decisions thcrein. ye 

"That he has repeated and aggravatcd the punish~ ~tu 
ment "vhen the parties, on ·whom his displcasurc hacl c 
±allen, applied to a Su peri or Court for rcdrcss; and sl 

that he also extendcd the punishment to the Attornies 
of the parties whom he so fin cd and imprisoned. 

"That he had so vexatiously, opprcssively and 
monstrously dcmeancd himself, as to bring the King's 
namc and govcrnmcnt into contempt, hnd to excite 
disaffcction and disloyalty among the parties sub
jectcd to his influence. 

'' That the sc facts are pro v cd by matter of record, 
cxplained indecd by parole testimony, but of itself 
so conclusive, that wc cannot doubt that Y our Exccl
lcncy, rcadily admitting their force and sufficicncy, 
will concludc that nir. Justice Fletcher is guilty to 
the extent set forth hcrein, as well as in the Report 
of the several Oommittees which have, from time to 
timc, been engagcd in the investigation of the conduct 
of ::Mr. Justice Fletcher. "\Vith this view, wc lay 
before Y our Excel]cncy the said Report and the cYi
dcnce on which the samc is foundt'd; and wc rcspcct
iully submit that if such conduct rcceive the countc
nancc of His l\1ajcsty's govcrnment; if it were not 
punishcd in an cxcrnplary manner, the ties "\Yhich 
bind that portion of the King's subjects to His ~Ia
jcsty's pcrson aml goYernrncnt, must be injuriously 
weakened, aud the most fatal consequences must 
ensue. 

"\Vhereforc, we humb1y pray that Y our Excellency 
"ill be plcascd forthwith to dismiss ~Ir. J usticc 
li'lctchcr from office." 

~ro the messengers prcsenting the Addrcss, he 
nnswered :- " The charges against the conduct of 
~Ir . J ustice F letcher, us a Judge, which are brought 
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un der my notice by this Addrcss, merit, and shalluot Cha p. 
fail to rcccive from mc, the most attentive considera- xxxvi. 
ti on ; but as it docs not appcar that ~Ir . :Fletcher h~s ~ 
yet haù an opportunity of meeting the e ·irtcncc al- · 
duced against him, or of making his ddence, I cmmot 
come to any decision in this matter, nntil aücr I 
shall have heard what 1\Ir. Fletcher may hn1·e to s.r..:,r 
in his vindication, and the iYhole case shall ha ·c th us 
Lecn brought undcr my judgmcnt." 

Nothing further lYas heard of the matter, andl\Ir. 
Justice Fletcher retaincù his office. 

A petition complaining of .~.Ir. Justice Tlwmpsom 
the provincial J udge for the District of Gaspé, and ac
cnsing him of divers high crimes and misd.emcanors, 
was presentedearlyin the session by l\Ir. Jos. François 
Deblois, in his own name, as Attorney and Pra ti
tioner in the J udgcs Court, recent! y retnrncd for 
the first time to serve in the Assembly as Heprcsent
atiYç f()r Bonaventure. The petition bcing rcfcrred 
to the Standing Cornmittce of Grievances, evidence 
was takcn, upon it including that ofl\Ir. DcL1ois him
sclf, and a Report unfilVorablc to ~Ir. Thomp;:;on iVhS in 
due time brought in, pursuant to which the Hon ·e 
came to the following resolutions, it being at the 
same time resolvcd that the inquiry should Le re
sumed the next session. 

"~rhat it is the opinion of this Committee, 1'hat 
John Gawlcr Thompson, Esquire, Jndgc of the I:ro
vin-cial Court of the Infcrior District of G[~.c::pé, has 
bcen guilty of a contcmpt of the laws of the coun
try, by cvincing repugnance, negligence nnd unp::tr
donable indifference to the performance of hi J udi
cial duty; and that he has by his general conduct 
opposed uumerous obstacles to the dcspatch of bu~i
ness and to the duc administration of J usticc, to tlte 
great detriment of IIis n1ajcsty's subjects in the sa id 
Infcrior District of Gaspé. 

"1'hat it is the opinion of this Committee, TI1<~t 
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Chap. the said John Gawler Thompson, has been gnilty ot 
xxxvr. a shamcfitl neglcet of ünty and of malYcrsation in the 
~ l'.·er ·i::-.e of his said J n'liLial fnnctions, haYing mnong 

· othcr things arrcstc 'l and impcdcd the duc course of 
the law, by ill"gally dclaying and rcfusing his minis
try to sevcral of His 1\Iajesty's snbjccts .in the said 
Infcrior District of Gaspé. 

" 'l'hat it is the opinion of this Committee, That 
the sa id John Gawler Thompson has, in his J udicial 
capa city, Yiolatcd the en3ctments of the Statu tes of 
the I>roYince of Lowcr Canada, relating to the juris
diction and constitution of His ~lajcsty's Provincial 
Court of the Inferior Di:::trict of Gaspé, and the rio·hts 
and privilcgcs inherent in all IIis :\:Iajcsty's subjects, 
and solemnly guarantecd to them by the bill ofrights; 
hccanse the said J udgc, 1n consequence of his in
tf'mpcrance, has rende red himsclf incompetent to 
hold sevcral of the Tcrms of the said Provincial 
Court; and, becausc, owing to the samc cause, the 

~, said Judgc has only impcrfcctly hcld divers othcr 
Terrns of His ~Iajcsty's said Provincial Court of the 
aid Infcrior District. 

" '11hat it is the opinion of this Committcc, That 
the said John Gawlcr Thompson has, in consequence 
of his intemperance on the Ben ch, and while the 
Court was sitting, bccn gnilty of condnct which rcn
dcrs him unworthy of Ilis ~Iajcsty's confidence : 
and jhat Le cannot hold the office of J udgc in this 
I>rovince in a manncr compatible with the honor of 
llis ~Iajcsty's Govcrnmcnt, and the interests of the 
people of this couutry. 

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That an 
lmmblê Address be prcscntcd to His Exccllency the 
Govcrnor in Chief, prayino- him to use the powers 
vcsted in him by his Commission, for the purpose of 
provisionally snspcnding the said Honorable .John 
~envier Thompson, .Jndge of His l\1ajcsty's Provin
cml Court of the Infcrior District of Gaspé, from the 



207 

c.:ercisc of his judicial functions during the continu- Chap. 
ance of the enqniry on the petition of Joseph li.,ran- xxxvi. 
çois Dcblois, Esquire, and until the final remo -al of~ 
the ;:,aid J udge may be solcmnly awardcd by the pro-
per authoritics. 

Thc~e bcing commnnicatcd to the GoYcrnor by an 
Addrcs~, " I shall not fi1il "-said His Exccllcncy in 
ëUlS\YCr-" to givc the most attcnti re consideration to 
the charges brought undcr my notice by this Addrcss, 
against the conduet of :J-'Ir. Thompson, as J udgc of 
the District of Gaspé ; but I cannot come to any de
cision npon the ca ·c until I shall haYe rcccived fi·om 
l\Ir. Thompson such dcfcncc as he may have to offel· 
to the accusations prcfcrrcd against by him by the 
Asscmbly."* 

* Thore heing no tribunal in the Province, for the trial of im
peachments by the Assembly, this funetionary, in the public dif
ii.cnltie.,; that ensued, escaped fm'thcr perquisition, but was nover, 
in so far as I have been able to ascertain, f01·mally a.bsolved from 
the charges prefened against hi m. The Executive could not, 
with propriety, tlismiss not• su:spcutl him from his office on the 
c.1· pa de cviùence reeeiyed by the Assembly, and on which it had 
impeaehed him. He had procurcd in vintlication of himsclf tliYers 
ccrtificates, some on oath it is said, of his good conduct, charaeter 
and standing, in the District su~ject to his jurisdiction, as \Vell as 
an Adtlrcss prepared by, ol' at the suggestion of his fl'iends, or de
prmdent', expressive of the public approbation and confidence in 
him, which were publicly hnwked about the District for signature 
by a bailiff of his Court, and to su eh as rcfuscd to sign mallteur, w-h en 
they nfterwards rccurrcd to his Comt. It is nevertheless, a fac:t 
\vithin my own knowledgc, and sincc that time amply verificd by 
an inquiry instituted by the Executi,·e govemmeut, that his lHÎ
ministration of the Laws bad produced mu<:h dissatisfaction, and 
was exceetlingly unpopular, and indeed odious to the inhabitauts 
uni,·ersally. Much of this unpopularity, howeYer, it is hut proper to 
remark, was due to the belief prevalent in the District of Gaspé, 
whethee with or without cause I cannot say, that he was unduly, 
influenced in his Judicial decisions by an Attomcy, a relation of 
his. practi:ûng in his Court, \vhose indiscreet and habituai 
hoast.in~· of bis influence ove1· the J uùge, partly ft·om vanity, and 
p:t -tl y to proeme practice, if it dit! not actually give J·i..:c "to the 
notion, csscutially couutcuanced and encournged it. 

'l'he abuses eomplained of in the iinpeaehmeut allnd<'d to, 
having escaped impnnity, went on increasing un til the Uni on, 
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Chap. By petition of:Mr. Adolphus :M. Hart, a studcnt at 
xxxvr. law, a complaint was also laid before the Asscmbly 
~ a-sLüust :Jlr. Justice Bowen, one of the J udgcs of the 

ù • Uourt of King's l3ench at Quebec, accusing him of 
bcing " notoriously a partial, violent and corrupt 

shortly after which, Conm1isf'ioncrs wcre appointed, pursuaut to an 
A hlrcs:; (wbich l'i'elt it my duty to move, as Repre::l<~ntive for the 
Couuty of Ga::;pé) from the Legi::;lative Assembly to the Govcrnor, 
jn the rirst Session (1841) and who, in the summcr of 18•12, procecded 
to the Di::;hict of Gaspé to enquire as to the nature of the allegèd 
abuses and to Report upon the subject. The gentlemen seleeted for 
th0 pmpose, the Hon. A. \V. Cochran and P. B. Dumoulin, E~quirc, 
both Barristers of respectable ::~tanding, were well quali.ficd for the 
mis::~iou. 

They rcported very largcly, and, as I cau vouch from my own 
personal knowlcdge, faithfully ou the subject matter of euquiry 
committcd to them. 'l'heir H.eport stands in the Journal of the 
L<'gi::;lative Assembly for 184D. "No ~ords that wc cau use," 
say those gentlemen with great truth, " cau exaggerate the distrust 
and dissatisfactiou with it (the Administration of Justice) exprcssed 
to us, with one almost uuanimous voice, by all classes of the 
people who have had occasion to seek justice in the Court, from 
the fisherman jn his boat to the mcrchant of exten ive dcalings, 
and from Gaspé Basin to the Riatigouchc. The force and 
extent of the feeling of distrust and dissati::;faetion which wc haïe 
ùcscribed, would alone, as it appears to us, be a sufticient 1·casou 
for attcmptiug sorne remedy by a change of system. While 
we, studiously cliseouraged, and as far as possible repres~ed accu
sations or complaints agninst the persona! conduct, ehmaeter or 
cnpacity of jndh·iduals connected with the administratiou of 
justice, wc found those grouuds of want of confidence to be too 
generally prevailing to be kcpt out of sjght, and wc have not 
thcrcfol'e felt oursel v es at liberty to mutila te or suppress any 
part of the written communications to this pm·posc which we haïe 
l'l'Ceived, being convinccd in annexing them in e.rtenso to our 
Heport, that no other effect will be allowed to them by Y our 
E ·cellency thun is consistent with justice and the public gooJ." 
No furihcr inYestigation took place as to }fr. Thompson's pcrsonal 
c nduct, but the system was soon after broke up. His jurisdidion, 
from ..B100 was reduccd to g50 and limited to the County of Bom
venturc, a District Judgc being appointed to the County of Gaspé, 
·with a like limitcd jurisdiction, it being also provided by the same 
Act that a Superior 1'crm should once a year be held Ü1 the 
Dis.trict of Gaspé, by a J udgc of the Superior Court at queb~t>, 
ns~tstcd by the two district or local Judgcs. TL.c system 1s stJll 
no ~oubt very ~mpe1·fect, but will be improved gradually by the 
LC'~slnture as lts dcfects become apparcnt.- R. O. 
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J ud(}'e ; that he ha cl dnring a series of yearH hccn Cha p. 
gnilfy of flao-rant abuses of his judicial authority ; xxxvr. 

that ÎlC has ~ppressed divers of the suitors who lutd ~ 
applied to the said Court for justice; that he has · 
pronounccd opposite judgmcnts in cases similarly 
situated, and that thcsc judgments are ascribal:le to 
his partiality for his relatives and friends, mrl to hi'i 
pcrsonal animosities towards others of the said sni tors. 
That he had by such gross violation of the law sub
jected divers of His J\fajesty's subjects to cnormon; 
and varions expenses and injuries ; affected the char
acter of the administration of justice, by rem::on 
whcrcof His 1Iajcsty's subjects repose no confidence 
in the tribunal in which the said Judgc presides." 
The petitioner plcdged himself " to specify and 
prove by competent testimony a great nnmbcr of 
instances of gross misconduct on the part of the said 
Judgc in his judicial capacity," and praycd for an 
jnvestigation into his public conduct and charactcr. 
The petition was forthwith rcfcrrcd to the Standing 
Committcc on Gricvances, with "an instrnction toit 
to inquire into the public character and conùuct of 
the Hon . .1\Ir. Justice Bowcn." 

1 Ir. llowcn pctitioned the IIouse, repelling in strong 
tcrms the imputations of his accuser, and rc<lncFting 
that he should "be required forthwith to e.·hihit 
such specifie allegations as may afford to the pcti
tioncr sorne idea of the charges which the Ilonse is 
called upon to invcstigate, and that thercupon ailer 
such specification of his charges shall have bc~n pro
duced, sncb reasonable opportunities nwy Le affor cd 
to the petitioncr, to be present, and 'Yith connscl, if 
he see fit, to conû·ont the witncsscs to Le u _h1uccd, 
and put snch questions to them as the petitioncr may 
be advised, to elicit truth, and for the preservntion 
of th at honor anù character of the petitioncr withont 
which lifc is not worth preserving; and that i.1 dci~mlt 
of the said Hart presenting such specifie allegations 
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Chap. within snch short periocl as the Hou~C' ma:y bn p1eascd 
xxxvi. to a~sign, hi sai.<l petition ~md complaint ma~' be re
~ jectcd with such cxprc:;sions of dis~.pprohation as 

... · condnct so nnjustifiable would naturally call for; 
and the pctitioner lastly ch ims of the Housc all 
such reli ·f as in its ju::;lice and wisdom may be 
decmed rir.ht and. propcr." 

It heing movcd on :Mr. Tiowen's petition "That it 
be an instruction to the Standing Committee on 
GricYanccs to rcquirc the petitioncr, :l\lr. Hart, to 
speci(r and articulatc the Yarious subjccts of com
plaint which he may lutYC against the said Jmlgc, 
E<hntnl Bmvcn, Esquire," the bouse rcsolveù itself 
into Con mittcc of the \Vholc to del1berate upon the 
Sllbjcct, and rose \Yithout rcporting. In other words, 
~Ir. l3owcn's reqncst was refuseù. The Committce 
conscquently procecdcd on the in quiry, and finally 
made a report unfavorable to ~Ir. Bmven, but at so 
la tc a period of the Session that the matter cou1d not 
be ln·o11ght to a close. It was stated in the lleport, 
that " the facts elicited in the course of the inYcsti
o-ation arc so important; they have so much the im
press of truth ; t1wy contain so much grave matter 
which must be laid to the charge of the Ilonorahlc 
Judge, that your Committce cannot hcsitate tore
conl thcir opinion that thcre is room for accusation.:' 
It conscqnently was rc:;olvcd by the House that it 
wa "cx:)cdient to continue the inquiry into the 
pnhlic charactcr and con<l1ct of ~Ir. J nsticc Bmn'n, 
dnring the cn..;;nino- ~cs~ ion of I)arliament." The 
posture of public aft~lirs ' hen tbe next ~cssion took 
place \Yas snch, hmYever, ns to prevent procccdings 
in any of the inquirics that had becn eontiHncd oYcr, 
an~l .l\!r. llowen con. c<plcntly cscapcd all fnrthcr pcr
qmsltwn. 

l\Ics.:)l'~. Fclt"m a 1<l no-y, the former Commii:i
:;;ioncr of Crmvn L~ nd~, m1~1' the latter Shcriif of the 
District of :Montreal, and both members of the I.e-
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gi. lativc Council, wcrc not so fi>rtunate. In couse- Chap. 
qncncc of a Report from the Standing Committcc on xxxvr. 
Urie '<mecs, who had bccn irstructed to prosecnte ~ 
an inqniry (instituted the previous session) into the 
public character and conduct of the Hon. ,V. B. 
Fel ton, an Addrcss was sent up to I-Iis Excellency as 
follo-ws :-

"'V e, His Thlajesty's dutifu] and loyal snbjccts the 
Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parliament 
assembled, humbly approach Your Exccllency f(>r 
the pm·pose of rcprc -en ting: That after a full, calm 
and dispassionate investigation of the charges brought 
against the Honorable 'Villiam Bowman Fclton, in 
his public character as agent for the scttlemcnt of 
the ~rownships of Ascot, I~aton, Hatley, Orford and 
Stokc,-and after haxing rcceived and maturely 
wcighed the multitndinous and irrefragable evidence 
addnced in support of those charges, the conviction 
ha bccn irresistibly fm·ccd on us, that the said Honor
able 'Yilliam Bowman Felton, has grossi~', dis
lwnestly and oppressively abused the confidence 
reposed in him by Hi rlajesty's governmcnt, and is 
unfit to hold any office undcr the Crmvn. 

" Becanse iL is established by evidence nnder the 
hand of the saicl Honorable 'Viiliam Bmnnan Felton 
himself, explained and clucidated indccd by other 
and conclu:Ûve testimony, but sufficient in itsclf 
aJonc to cstablish aU the fàcts allegcd in the said 
eharges,-that the said 'Villiam Bowman Fcltou has 
bcen gnilty of opprcs ion, peculation and extortion, 
hy abusing the powers entrusted to him in relation 
to the waste lands of the Crown,-that he fa1sc1v and 
frandnlently representcd himself to be the prop~ictor 
of a great extent of tho;:;e lands to 'vhich he h~:d no 
manner of right,-that he fi=tlsely and frandn1cntly 
denied th at sn ch lands could be gratultonsl. r gran tcd 
to diYers settlers who applicd for and wc1e cntitled 
thcreto upon the mere performance of the settling 
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Chap. <lutjes, and eoncea1ed from them that it was his 
xx..xvr. brmnden duty to makc sueh grants,-that he cor
~ rcptly and oppressive! y exacted and rcecivcd from 

<> • the said settlers applying for and entitled to gratui-
tm s grants, large sums of moncy as the priee of 
laml which he sold as lJelonging to himsclf, ·which 
was in fact the property of the Crown, and of which 
he was by his office bound to procure them gratui-
tous grants,-and that he knmYingly and fraudu
lclltly cxactcd and reccived from His l\1ajesty's 
govcrnment a grant of ten thousand acres more than 
it \Yas intendcd to convcy to him, and that he dc
signed to retain the same, although it woulcl appcar 
that he was subsequently compelled to makc somc 
hnd of restitution. 

" Wc further submit for the consideration of Y our 
Excellency a copy of the Report of the Special Com
m]ttce by whom the investigation was conductcd, 
aud of the evidence taken by them ; and we beg 

w, lcave respcctfully to solicit Y our Excellency's att n
tion to the serions nature of the charges against the 
said Honorable "\Villiam Bo\vman Fclton, and the 
indubitable evidence by which they lmvc bccn sup
p'n·tcd and provcd. 

" "\Vherefore wc hum hl y pray that Y our Exccllcncy 
will Jcndcr manifcst to the people of this Province 
t mt honcsty and good faith are among the 
c: cntial rcquisitcs of fitne~s for public office undcr 
Ilis 1\iajcsty's government, by fortlnvith rcmoving 
the said Honorable "\Villiam Bowman Felton from aU 
offices of honor or emolument which he may hold by 
commission during plcasure. ~ 

To this he ar swcrcd,-" I am sensible of the sc
riousncs' of the charges ,-düch accompany this Ad
(h·css, and of the ·wcight of the evidence addnccd in 
support of thc1~1. But nntil the party accnscd shall 
haYe offercd lus dcfcncc, which he has be en cal] cd 
upon to furnish without delay, the time is not arrîvcd 
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when a conclusion can, with propriety, be adopted Chap. 
JY the o-ov 'rnment. xxxvr. 

" S<~.~e of the accusat~o~1s appcar t? .mc to con tain~ 
allegatiOns of fraud rcqmnng the decisiOn of a Court 
of J usticc, and I shall take the opinion of my rcspon-
sible legal advisers on the subject. "Gpon obtainiug 
thcir Report, and as soon as the requircd explanati<~n 
from the accused shall be reccived, I will not fail to 
take the best means in my power for obtaining a 
just and specdy termination of the case." 

l\lr. Felton was finally removcd from his office on 
the strength of the abovc. 

1\Ir. Gugy was accused principally of giving" false 
evidence in his cxamination before the Special Com
mittee appointed to inquire concerning the fees and 
emoluments received by the Sheriffs, Prothonotarics 
and criers of the Court of Appeals, and Courts of 
King's Bench of this Province, in virtrte of their re
spective offices," the Assembly declaring that in so 
doing he had be en· guilty of a high misdcmcanour 
and a brcach of the privileges of the Ilonse.* The 

* "That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by such false 
evidence, the said Lewis Gugy intended dclibcratcly aud corruptly 
to conceal from the knowledge of this House, the enormous and 
disproportionate amount of the fees and emoluments which he 
rccei v es as Sheriff of the District of Montreal, aml, thereby to pre
vent this House and His M:ajcsty's Government from applying an 
efl'eeti ve rcmedy to the great abuses and grievances aforesaid, 
under which His Majesty's faithful subjects are suffering. 

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the Leb.rislature 
of this Province has already exerted itself to improve the physicn.l 
and moral condition of the accuscd persons and those under sen
tence in the Gaols of this Province, and that until its efforts und 
labour' can be followecl by immediate effect, it is expedient to re
merly the abuses which may exist in the keeping and management 
of the Common Gaols in the several districts of this Province. 

"That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by the common 
law of the country, as well as by the Act passed in the forty-fifth 
ycar of George the rrhird, chapter thirteen, the Common Guols in 
anll for the sevcrul districts of this Province, arc placed unclcr the 
cnre of the Sheriffs in their respective districts; and that by virtuc 
of the said laws it is the especial duty of Lewis Gugy, Esquire, 
Sheriff of the District of Montreal, to keep and superint~nd the 
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Chap. Asscmbly addressed the Governor on the subject, 
xxxvi. who promiscd to takc it into serious consideration, 
~ ----~-------------------------------------------------
1836. Commou Gaol of the <.li:stri<:t of :Montreal, and to see that it is 

healthy and ::.ecurc. 
" 'l'bat it is the opini0n of thi · Committcc, Tltat the Officcrs to 

'vhom the kceping, secnrity and hcalthiness of the said Gaol wcre 
entru ·tcd, had at their disposai on the 9th Decembcr, 1835, the 
menns of furuishing to the prisoners therein confiucd, the w;ual antl 
sufficicnt allowance of provisions and fuel to maintain autl pre
scrYe the lives of the said prisoncrs. 

"That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the death of the 
prisonc1·, John Collins, which hnppened in the saiù Common Gaol 
of the di:-;trict of ~Iontrcal, in the night betwccn the 9th an<llûth 
of Dcccmber, 1835, is to be attributcd chicfly and in great me:
sure, to the culpable negligence of the subordiuate Ofticers who 
bad the cm·e and keeping of the said Gaol, and whose duty it wns 
to watch over the hcalth of thosc whom it containcd, and that the 
Sheriff of the district of ~Iontreal was bound to superiutend the 
said Officers, and is responsible for their conduct, and bas been 
guilty of violating his duty in not superintending them with suffi
dent carc, and in neglccting to sce that the said Gaol was kcpt in 
propcr 01·dcr, and the health of the prisoners properly atteudcd to 

"That it is the opinion of this Committee, That by bis answers 
bcfore the Special Committce ùirected to enquire into the circum
stanccs which preccded and accompaniell the dcath of the said 
John Collins, and the state of the sa id Gaol, the saül Lewis Gugy 
bas shcwn himsclf ignorant of the ~tate, kceping and management 
of the Gaol und er his charge; that the said Lewis Gugy hus pcr
mitted the existence of serions abuses and vicions regulations in 
the ~aid Gaol so unclcr his care, and has not taken any means to 
Temecly them; and he bas pcrmitted and authorized the continu
ance in office, as Turnkcys, of the two sons of the Gaolcr, notwith
stauding their bad conduct and immoral character, with which 
circum~hmces the said Lewi~ Gugy was acquainted. 

"'lhat it is the opinion of this Committee, That the said Lewis 
Gugy i::~ therefore unworthy to cnj0y the confidence of His )lajes
ty':; Govcrmnent in this Province, orto hold any place of honor ur 
of profit therein. 

" That it is the opinion of thi~ Committec, That an humble Ad
dre-~ he presented to His Exccllency the Governor in Chief, pra.'·
iug that he will be pleased to exercise the powcrs with which hi~ 
Commis:'lion invests him, b:y rcmoving the said Lewis Gugy from 
the office of Sheriff of the district of :Montreal, and that he will not 
hCI·eaftcr appoint him to any place of honor or profit in this Pro
vince." 

'l'he Que bec :Mercury makes the following ironical remarks, on the 
accu~ation of :Mr. Gugy by the Assembly :-

" ls a membcr of the Legi;;latiye Council. Summoned the 
Grand Jury which found no Bill against the }Iilitary ccue€d for 
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and adopt such mcasurcs as the case migL.~ J.' 'quirc. Chap. 
This gentleman also was soon aftcr removcd fi·mn his xxxvr. 
office~ -x- Thcre "·cre addrcsscs a;;ainst othcr officiais,~ 
but of minor rank, including :M:r. "\Vhitchcr, Sheriff 
of the District of St. Francis; J. l\I. l\iondelet, Coro-
ner at :Montreal; D. Chisholme, Clcrk of the I>eace 
at Thrcc Rivcrs; Edward Holland, the Gaolcr at 
1Iontreal, and Daniel Arnoldi, phy~ician of the gaol 
thcreof; sorne of whom also were dismisscd. Sorne 

the 2lst of May affair. A gentleman by birth and education; was 
not well acquuinted with his pecunim-y eonccm~ ; adnmced .f:~OOO 
to support the prisoncrs, &:c., whilc the As~cmbl,v ha<l made no 
proviëion; thcrcfore guilty of the sufl'crings whieh are suppo cd 
to have occasioned the death of the prisonet·. Has a YCJ'Y pt·ofita
ble place, aritâng from fees, whi.ch the Assembly hus again sanc
tioncd by Bill this aession. It would no doubt suit a patriot. 

• lfr. Gugy was of a patrician family in S\vit:terland, and 
served whPn a youth in the tamous Swiss Guards in tl1e cmploy of 
the King ef France, the unfortunate Louis XVI, and narrowly es
caped the memorable massacre of those guards in dcfence of the 
King. He immigratcd shortly aftcr th<' French le\·olution to 
Can'ada, where he inheritcd. or rather came by will, to a very 
considerable property including the nluaùle ::.:cie;niory of Yama
chiche, and other estutcs, in the District of Three H.iver:", he
queathed 1o him by an uncle, the lion. Conrad Gugy. who had 
becn an officer of the Güth Regi meut. and servecl under \\r olfe, ùu
riu~ the siege of Qucbec, i11 1 Î:.>9, and 'i'.'1l0 shortly art(•r this

1 
left the 

army and scttled in Canada, whcrc he finally becamc a nwmber of 
the Executive and Legislatin• Councils. Ilis ncphew, tbc gentle
man here spoken of, served for many years in the responsible of
fice of Sheriff in the District of Three Hivers. and was in reward 
of his diligence and punctuality in the duties of this office, pro
motecl to the more lucrative shrievalty of :Montreal. He commanded 
during the late >var with the Unitetl State~, one of the Battalions 
(the third) of the incorporated militia of Lower Canada, actively 
serving on the fl·ontiers, and in that, as in other capacities in 
which, through a long life, he acteù, was deemeù an eflicit:mt and 
zealous, public servant. Age, aggrevrtted by domcstic crosses 
had, it seems, impaircd to tnen!al alienation, his Ütculties, 
and occasioned the errors. at 'ivhich the Assemhly took 
offencc, and visited him with their displea:-ure, which he did not long 
surviYe. Personully acquaintcd, for a long period, thirty years at 
least, with the Jate Colonel Gtwy, it is due to his memory, to ex
press my conviction, humhle though it be, thut he would have 
scorned, in the full possession of his intellects, to shielù hirnself at 
the expense of truth or honor, from any liability howeYer grave, 
or I knl"w him not. R. C. 
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Chap. <'f thcsc proceedings may very probably have origî· 
xxxvi. nateù i 1 privatc and vindictive motives fi·om party or 
~ < Jwr causes, but thcre ean be !10 doubt wha~cYer 

th· t the prcvalcnce of abuses as v>ell by ccrtam of 
the J nd.gcs as others in office, loudly called for inves
tigation. 

1'he Standing Committee of Grievances labourcd 
unremittingly, as may be supposed from the numbcr 
(thirtecn in all) and extent of their Reports embrac
ing evcry topic of gricvance that could weil be ima
giucd. The fourth of the e voluminous papcrs 
is probably the most interesting. It \Vas made pur
suant to an instruction from the House "to inquirc 
'' in to the procecdings adopted by ci th cr Ho use of 
" the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain a 1d Ire
" land, relative to the petitions addrcssed hy this 
" House, and the people of this colony, to His Ma
" jesty and the said Parliament in the year 1834 on 
" the state of the Province.'' This document, to which 
th cre was an appendix of voluminous correspondence 
and papers, including the proceedings before the 
Committee of the Ilonse of Gommons in 1834, on 
c~ nadian affairs, concluded as follows :-

" A system of misrepresentation and premeditatcd 
deception, which your Committee have just exposed, 
uninterruptedly continued for five years, could not 
fail to embroil your Honorable House with His Ma
jesty' s ministers ; to shake the confidence of His 
l\iajesty's subjects in the justice of His l\Iajcsty's 
GoYcrnment; and to plunge this Province in confu
sion from one extremity to the other. 

" To be relicved from the misgovernment and op
pression which proceeded from snch a state of 
things, your Honorable House and the people of 
this Province appealed once more to the Imperial 
Parliamcnt. The Report, evidence and documents 
hereunto annexed, are the fruit of that appeal. 

~' From a careful examina ti on of th ose despatchcs 
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and documents, and a faithful comparison thereof Chap. with the varions messages and other communications xxxvr. made by the late Governor in Chief to your Honor-~ able IIouse in His Majesty's name, your Committee are of opinion : 
" That Matthew Whitworth, Lord Aylmer, late Governor in Chief of this Province, has grossly abused the authority and trust reposed in him by the King, his mas ter, and be en guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors. 
" That he has been in the constant practice of mutilating and curtailing varions despatches transmitted to him by the King's ministers, before communicating the same to your Honorable House, thereby wilfully misrepresenting anù perverting the views of the King' s Governmnt. 
"That he has flagrantly and repeatedly disobeyed the King' s instructions. 
" That he has frequently, to the injury of the interests of the Province, refused to communicate, or falsely denied that he bad information with which your Honorable House, with a view to promote the public service, requested to be fumished. 
" That he has wilfully and maliciously deceived the King's Government as to the views, opinions, and wishes of your llonorable House, representing l-Iis Majesty's subjects in this Province. 
" That he has attempted at sundry times, to destroy the constitutional and inherent privileges of the Legislature of this Province. 
" That he has, by wicked and evil counsel, attempted to mislead, and actually did mislead, the servants of the Crown on matters touching the weifare of this Province, and the rights and liberties of the good people thereof, thereby endangering the safety anù connexion of this colony as a dependency of the British Crown. 
" The whole nevertheless humbly submitted." 

K 
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Chap. An Address was voted to His Excellency prayir~ 
xxxvr. he would be pleased to transmit the fourth Report of Yo 
-v--- the Standing Committee on Grievances, to His Ma- AiJ 

1836· jesty's Government in England, '\yÏth which he corn- pu\ 

plied. ' 
Besides the Standing Committee on Grievances, an 

there were other Committees, as may have be en ga- a' 
thered by the reader from what has preceded, oc
cupied in the research and investigation of public 
abuses. A Special Comrnittee had been appointed 
" to inquire concerning the o:fficers of the Executive 
Government, their number and functions, and the 
salaries, fees and emoluments received by each of 
them ; and whether there is any improper accumu-
lation of public offices in any one persan, other than 
those provided for by the Bill for securing the dig-
nity and independence of the Co un cils and judiciary, 
passed in a former session of the Provincial Parlia-
ment ;* and also whether any reduction can be made 
in, or any regulation established with regard to the 
said salaries, fees and emoluments, or the mode of 
conducting the public business, by which the public 
good can be advanced." Upon the first Report of 
this Committee, the following resolutions were passed 
by the House : 

" That the cumulation of the offices of Execu
tive Councillor and J udge of the Court of Appeals, 
of Law Clerk of the Legislative Council, of Auditor 
of Land Patents, and of Commissioner of the Court 
of Escheats, in the same persan, is contrary to the 
public good and incompatible with the due and 
efficient performance of the duties of the said offices; 
that neither of the offices of Law Clerk of the Legis
lative Council, or of Commissioner of the Court of 
Escheats, ought to be held by an Executive Coun
cillor ; and that both of them ought not to be held by 
bne and the same person. t 

----------------------------* Which however had been lost. 
tHon. A. W. Cochrao. 
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" That the cumulation of the offices of Grand Chap. 
Voyer of the District of Que bec, and of Provincial xxxvr. 
Aid-de-Camp, in the same person, is contrary to the ~ 
public good, and incompatible with the due anù · 
efficient performance of the duties of the said offices ; 
and that each of the said offices ought to be held by 
a separa te person. * 

"That the cumulation of the offices of Assistant 
Civil Secretary, and of Assistant in the Crown Land 
Office, in the same person, is contrary to the public 
good, and incompatible with the due and efficient 
performance of the duties of the said offices ; and 
that each of the said offices ought to be held by a 
separa te person. t 

" That the cumulation of the offices of Executive 
Councillor, being a :Member of the Court of Appeals, 
of Commissioner of the J esuit' s Esta tes, and of Mas
ter of the Trinity flouse at Que bec, in the same per
son, is contrary to the public good, and incompatible 
with the due and efficient performance of the duties 
of the said offices ; and that each of the sai<l offices 
ought to be held by a scparate person.! 

" That the cumulation of the offices of Coroner of 
the District of Thrce Rivers, and of Clerk of the 
Peace for the same District, in the same person, is 
contrary to the public good, and incompatible with 
the due and efficient performance of the duties of 
the said offices ; and that each of the said offices 
ought to be held by a separate person. § 

" That the cumulation of the offices of Executive 
Councillor, being a J udge of the Court of Appeals, 
and of Grand Voyer for the District of Three H.ivers, 
in the same person, is contrary to the public ~ood, 
and incompatible with the due and efficient perform-

·* E. R. Antrobus, Esquire. 
f J. Davidson, Esquire. 
:j: Hon. J ohn Stewart. 
§ David Chisholm, Esquire. 
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Chap. ance of the dnties of the saül offices ; and that each 
~of the saül offices onght to ùe hcld ùy a scparatc 
18~6. pcrson. * 

'' That an hnmùle Ad<1rcss Le prescntcd to His 
Exccllency the Govcrnor in Chief, ac12ompanied ùy 
a copy of the prccediug resolntiuns, anll of the Report 
of a Special Uommittcc of the I-lonse, on which they 
arc fonm1cù; hnmùly praying His Exccllcncy tu Le 
plcascd to give cfl'cct Lo the opinions thcrcin cx
prcsscd, and to rcmove a gricvnnce long anù car
ncstly complained of by all classes of His l\Iajcsty's 
snbjccts in this r>rovincc, ùy cansing each of the 
persous i.n \Yhom the enmulation of offices mentioned 
in the said rcsolntion8 arul Report cxists, to make his 
election of one of the office::> he may so hold, aud 
rcmoving him ii-om the rest ; m td alsv ùy confcrring 
the offices thereby rcndercd vacant on scparatc pcr
sons, so as to ensnrc the une anc1 efficient· perform
ance of the Üntics thereof. 

To the Adclrcss of the Asscmbly he ~mSYI'crc<1,
" I \Yill not t~lil î:o carry into execution the direc

tions of IIis :IYiajcsty, as annonnccd in my Speech at 
the opcuing of the Session, \Yith reference to pcrsons 
holdiug incompatible or incongrnons appointments. 
And I furthcr rcqncst yon to assnrc the Ilonse, that 
in nmninating tu vacant offices l shall not losc sight 
of thcir wi:')hes, which arc in strict acconlance with 
my mvn vicw.::> un the snùjcct." 

Anothcr Counnittce ha<.l bcen namcd " to in(1uire 
into the prcsC'u1· cow1ition of the Post 'Jfficc Depart
ment, 1.vith the vic'v to î:he application of an efficient 
rcmcdy to the (1cièrts iu its organisati()u and ma
nagement.~' T..Tpon a Report of thjs Oommittcc, it 
\va:s rcsolvecl, "tl1a·i: an hnmble Addrcss he prcscnte<l 
to IIis Excellcncy the Govcrnor in Chief, praying 
IIis Excc1lcncy to ùircct the proper u:fllccr to adopt 
legal me:.1snrcs to oblige Thomns .i'Jlcn Stayncr, 

* Hon. II. lleney. 
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Esquire, Dcpnty Post J\Iastcr General, to rcÎl'lÙurse Chap. 
a certain sum uf niue tlww:,auc1 fivc lmudrcll and xx~v1. 
fifLy pound;:; Ü\Tc ~hilliugs aud twu pcucc curreucy, --:-;;
"·hich the said Tholllaf:> Alleu Stayuer has recciYecl J.\), • 

sincc his appoil~tlncut lo hif:> prcFJcnt office, l(n· the 
transmission of N ewspapcrs anù othcr priutcd l)apers 
and Pamphlets ùy mail; and which sttm the sai<I 
Thomas Allen Stayner, withont anthority of hw, ap
propriated to his owu priva te ttsc am1 ùeucfit. -x· 

*" Ru:fiicieuttln.ta have, huwever, beeu obtaiued tu convü1ce them 
that -the Po::~~ Office Dcvartment in the Uamttlns ltac:; ];l'en a source 
of revenue tu Ureat Britaiu, lal'ge SUUl<J having heeu ammn.lly re
miitctl by the Dcputy 1\>st Ma~tcr Ueucral to the Cl<'lli'I'tÜ .Post 
Offi\!e, Lvtlllou. For tltc tl1il'lee1L yen.rs eurling in 18:34. inclusive, 
the cnu.-muus snm of .f:9l,GSG Ss. Sll., :;tcdiJJg, hn.s lJcen tt·ans
rnittetl tu Englanrl hy tl1e l'o~t On! cc of Lltis Pruyincc; the avCI·nge 
remittaucc t•f the last fout· ycat·s bciug ~elU,04.1 l:.ls. 4.ù., stcrliug, 
per aunum. 

" The Dcpuiy PosL :Mar; tl' l' ( icnct·al ·would pt·rt en<l th at the ln.rge 
snms of the pnl>lic rc>euuc, wlJidtlte tllU"' dt~pof\efl of to his o1vn 
pcrsowtl nùvuntage, at·c :L 'J"l'·'l'!"t mr,·,!;,,: wltit:h he rccein·!' from 
the pl'ÏtJtcrs for ccl'tniu ~t~l'\"Ï<Y''' \\ ltielt he l'<'l•tkt·s thL•tn. llut 
Yom· Cu!Jlmittcc we-ultl rc;;pcdftilly sul; mit, tlwt tlti<> rcn.~unin'; is 
pcl'fcetLy falla.::ious, ~iw~(· it is JJut. the Dqmty J>ust Mastcr Ocucrn.l 
but the J>roviw.:e wltidt dde:t.:;::; tlJC' e~'·1,Cll ''es uf Ll'fl.ll:"p()l'fillg aurl 
earryiug the saitlucw~pap(m;, au<l,Jf J·œci \ i11g :mlt clcli veriug them 
at the )'ost Oflices. 'l'he nwuics p:•id to cnutracbJI'S for canyiog 
the mailF., and the salal'ies and remunc1·atiou of the respective 
l'11stmn.:;ters, a)ltl theil· Assistauts and Ulerks, arc, with the excep
tion of a certain per centagc un the mn(lnnt of llCIYspapcr postage 
collcctcJ, paid l'r .. m the gr11ss reccipts from lctter p•dage. 

" 'l'he Deputy Post ).In.:;ter General collüibuie::; JJOJJü of tl1o ex
pense' fm· the tmnspurt t•f the Mn ils, nor of tho t.alal'ÏCf\ tu the 
l~ust ::.ra~tcrs or thcir ..:\..ssisümts. 'l'he pulJlie reYelllJ(• is tht•1·cfere 
taxe<l fol' hi~ 1wh·n.te :td\'antn.gc; n. faet whit:h is c'tablid~etl be
yowl n. clouht by the evitl<•ncc of the coutrartur 'vho fonvttrds the 
l.In.ils bctwccn Quebec n.ntl ).I,mtrl'al, who admits that the Pro
vince is chnrgcd ~u extm snm of .f:20U a ycar, for the t<'n.usport of 
newspn.pm·s on th1-:; route alune. 

'' 'l'!•e :unouut whidt the Dep'lty Po:st'1'aste1· (;eneral. acbJow
leclgcs to lt:'..Yc recei,·ed fl'ota tllis source for tite bst three years, 
was as follows :-

tS~~. 18:J:J. lS;X 
.:eiS.tJ v 10 ;~:wo:~ 17 o .BlS6:.; J 1 

"U11der all thec;;e eil'cu~:Jstances Yolli' 0ouunittee considci' tl1at 
the Dt~pu~y Post,llasi·er Geneml haù 110 dgltt to app•·upriute tohis 
own pl'ivate advautage the sun1s reccived l'or the trnnsmissiou of 
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Ch The observations below appeared in the Report 
xx;.'fx: upon whiçh the Address was voted. 
..__.,___. The l,lessengers presenting the Address receiYed 
18::ltl. ..._.. the answcr following :-

"Gentlemen,-! have takeninto .my serious consid
eration this Address, which pra ys that I ·would direct 
the ado1)tion of legal measures to oblige 1\!r. Stayner, 
Deputy Post Master General, to reimburse the sum 
of nine thousand five hundred and fifty pounds five 
shillings and two pence, which, since his appointment 
he has received, anù without legal authority appro
priated to his own use for transmis.sion of N ewspapcrs 
anù other printed Papers and Pamphlets by l\lail; 
and I find from such information as I have been cn
ablcd to <;ollect, that the Deputy Post l\Iastcr General 
receives his Commission not fron1 any local authority, 
but, uncler an Imperial Act, from the Post l\1astcr 
General in the United Kingdom,-that from that 
source all regulations for the management of his 
Department emanate,-and that the net reYcnue 
dcrivecl 1)y means of the Prm~incial Post Office is 
transmittcd to, and forms part of the ReYenues of the 
Parent Statc. I also find that the proprietors of 
News, and other printed Papers, arc not obligcd by 
any legal provision, as in the case of Lctters,....,to use 
the Post Office as a mode of conveyancc for the cir
culation of their Papers ; bnt I am advised that nn
dcr the Imperial Act which cstablishcs tl e rates of 

ncwspapcrs ancl other printecl papers l.Jy mail in thc"e Provinces, 
and rcspectfully suggcst that legtù means be taken to oblige that 
officer to reimburse the said sum of .f:9550 5s. 2d. currency, which 
he hus exacted and appropriated to his own use ; the said sum, when 
rccovered, to be divided in a proper proportion betweeu Upper 
and Lùwer Cannda; that he be obliged for the future to ahstain 
from such practices; and to pay iuto the general fuud the net sum 
which shall be reccived fl'om newspaper printcrs, and for the 
transmission of ncwspapcrs per post, ufter dcdncting the Postmas
tcr's per ccntage, which general fund ought to be expended, after 
the_nocessary expenses are paid, in cxtcnding Post Office acconuno
~ation in 1bese Provinces, instead of being remitted to England) M 
1s uow the case," 
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Postage, if News and other printed Papers are sent Chap. 
by 1\iail, the Post l\iaster might lcgally demand on xxxvi. 
them the same rate of Postage as on Letters. This,~ 

· ho\vever, from liberal vicws towards the public, has 
not bcen the practicc ; but the Deputy Post Masters 
General of British North America have, from the 
earliest period, been allowed, as a privilege and per
quisitc attached to the Office, to make, for thcir own 
benefit, such arrangements with the different News
paper proprietors as they could mutually agree upon 
with respect to the charge for transmitting News
papers through the Post Office. 

Under these arrangements the charge, I under
stand, is quite tri:fling eompared to :what might 
legally be demanded for the bcnefit of the Imperial 
Revenue ; and as the privilege has reecntly been ex-
pressly recognized and sanctioned by His Grace the 
Duke of RichmonJ, whilc Post I\!faster General, np
on a complaint :fi)rmally maJe to him on the subject 
by a proprietor of one of the Provincial N C\vspapers, 
I fecl that I could not with propriety comply '·ith 
the prayer of this Address. I will, howeYer;''"com
municate with His l\Iajcf;ty's Government, and ng
gest the expediency of thcir taking Ülto carly con
sideration the existin~ arrangement on thi · head."-x-

* The view here taken of the subject by the Governor soems by 
no means sound. Although the Deputy Post Master General diù 
not hold his Uommission feom any local authority, but under an 
Imperial Act, and from the Post Muster General of the United King
dom, still the monies he was rcceiving unùer the Act w~re levied 
upon the people of Canada. He was in the receipt of a. large 
sula.ry, paid out of those monies, for the dutics performcd by him, 
.and although the publishers or proprietors of :r ewspapcrs were 
not obligcd by any legal pro>'isions, as in the case of Lctters, to 
use the Post Office as a. conveyance for the circula.tion of their 
Papers, this really coulù b~ no just reason, while they thought 
propcr to do s_o, as ~he. gmck~st and cheapest m?de they coulù 
adopt fur the Cll'Culatwn of then· Papcrs, for alloWJng the Denuty 
Post :M~s~er Gcn~ral to makc this a "pri>:ilegc and a perqui~it~" 
appertammg to his office, and to perrrut lum to make, for his own 
bene:fit, sueh arrangements with the different N ewspaper pro prie
tors .as they .conld mutually agree upon," wbile the public mails, of 
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Chap. This inquiry into the condition of the Post Office 
xxxvL was, as recommended by the Committec, to have heen 
~ resumed at the ncxt session, " with a vicw to the 
1 S36. li . f ffi . d h 1 r . app cation o an c ciCnt rcme y to t c < c1ects m 

its organization and management." 
The defalcation of the latc Receivci' General, Mr. 

Caldwell, had hitherto remaincrl unscttled, that gen
tleman still retainiug the }J<Jssession of extensive 
property bclonging to him, which if (lisposcd of at 
its proper vaine nüght, it was snpposcd, snffice to 
discharge the jmlgment against him in f~wour of the 
gove1·nment. A Oommittcc \vas Hppointetl " to in
quirc into the present state of the affairs rclating to 
the defalcations of the la te Receivcr General, ,John 
Caldwell, with an instruction to considcr vdmt mea
sures ought to Le adopted ùy this Ilonse, in order 
to se cure the rights of the Province." The Scigniory 
of I .. auzon, bclonging to Mr. Caldwell, i.t is to be 
oLserved, '\ras at this time nnder pnl>licatÏIJll fiJr sale 
by the Sheriff, at suit of the Crown in satisfc'lction of 
the judgment it hcld against him. The t~ommittce 
reported as their opinion, " that a sale 0f the kincl 
coulcl not be otherwise than preju<.licial to the inter
ests of the ProYincc, on acconnt of the smalJ nnmbcr 
of capitalists who could or wonld invcst i.u i:hc said 
property a snfficicnt sum of moucy to pay <m:ything 

which these Papers made part, werc conveyed at the public ex
pense. Whatever the "practice" may have heeu "frum the earliest 
period," th cre was fa1·less of liberal views towards fue J?Ublic than 
towarrls the officer receiving a .fixerl salary of 1:500 stcrlwg, a yen.r, 
and wh ose post, ev err thin~~· cunsidered, was far lllt>re profitable. ùy 
means of that practlcc, thau that even of the Hvvcrnor in Chief. 
The above, it ought, howcvcr, to be observcd, is nut ÏlltcJHletl as 
derogatory in the lcnst tj> Mr. Stayncr, who, ~ùthlmgh tleemNl tv 
be fur many yenrs an oveqmirl, is alsu muver~ally aclmowlcdg~d 
to have been a zcnluns, inrlefatigahle, ancl mllst efficient pul:Iw 
functionary, undcr whosc n.hle supervision the postal cunnnumca
tions during the period of his services, (upwn.rds of twcnty-five 
years), were remarkably facilitated antl htereascd. sn as to keep 
pace with the commercial ancl uther devclupments in the progresa 
and improvement of the country. 
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ncar the amonnt <1nc to the Province Ly the said Uhap. 
John Cal<hvell, E~<p Lire." "I~ is with the ~reatest xx~ vi. 
rqtret," they obscrvcd, " that yonr UoJHmjttcc per- ---:::-:
ceiYc the i.m1mnen::.blc t1iGicultie::; 'dâclt mllst arise in lS.,u. 

a lplCstion of that importance, all<1 yi'Jtieh ïnip:ht he 
remuve<1 jf the Jlonsc wcrc disposctl to liste11 favor-
alJly tu ccr~ain proposais mmlc to the Uommittee on 
the part of l\Ir. 0ahhvcll." They :-.tatN1 thnt he was 
dispusel1 l:o bive Hp, mu1 even recpleste<1 the Ilonse 
to aec..:ept in paylllcnt of i.he lmlancc <1ne fi'om him 
to the Pr(lvincc, the Sei!2:uiory of L::nt~on, 'Yhich he 
was i'en<1y to umke oYer, -~):uvi<1ed n f, tll <1iseharge 
were rriven him, mH1 the CoJJll•lÎttce g:m·c it as their 
opini(Ju, " thal: l(,r the sake of enaing short a great 
nnmbcr of littgions <lifncultics, mul of aYoiding the 
cnornwus cxpc11sc;:; yJ\ich ah,·ays attcn<1 a Sheriff's 
sale, and the great sacrifice which snd1 E f:inlc \nmld 
cost the Prl)viw:c, it wonld he expedient lo listen 
favontl>ly to the ·;>roposal::; mndc l.Jr the said .John 
üahb.' cll, Escpürc~~' " 

'l'he Jium· c~ in Committcc of the \Vlwlc hm·ing 
tnl-:cn. the 1l1<:ttC'r into Ct•nsidcrntiull pa~scd, the 1ùl'=
lowin~ rc;:;ul n6on::. :-

'· ÜcsolYc<1, Llt:tl ii· wonl<1 IJL' a<1vant~:geo11 ::l ~(Jr the 
Pn>Yit H..'<' t:o HC< p tire the pl\) pert y oft he 1 'cip:niory of 
Lanr.on, wLcu the t:nme i::> ~oltl by the Sl tcritl~ iu case 
no 1Ji<l<1iugs slwnlc1 be oi-fcrcl1 to ëiil êLJ\lottill: ~~p
proac..:hin~ its 'l'cal vnlnc. 

" H.csoh-c<1, thnt it is cxpct1icnt to nppoint one or 
more UoJuutÎs '3ÎOJ1Cr:; to 1JccoJl1C tl1e pnrchaf'CT. · of the 
sai cl f-'ciguior~- of L<mzon, f( ,r m Hl 011 Le 1 w1f of the 
ProYincc, ~ ; î· sn<'l'. sale, \Yhich Cnr~uni~:;iu1lCl':::i shaH 
nsc th<'ir <1iscrction witlt respect to the éimonr:t of 
the lJidè.iu~, <md :::hall :-H1ministcr tl:c afE1ir~ of the 
said Scigniury nntil tliC ~cssion of tl!C J?ar1imncnt 
ncxt immcdiatdy ;;Ücr 1hc pm·chasc, ~JY c:msing 
fig nr<ttivc plans t1) ~)C n1.~u1c of the t1iflcrcut subc1iYi
sions which mi;shil>(' made fr>r t1 ~c pnrpusc of cü'cct-

K2 



Cha p. ing a sale of the said Seicrniory in different portions, Mr. 
xxxvr. if it should be àcemed neccssary to sell the same, Act 
~and shall report to this Ilonse within the first fiftccn lian 

· days of the aforcsaid Session. Irel 
" Resolved, that the Governor, Lieutenant GoY er- of 

nor, or person administering the Government of this rr 
Province, Le authorized to issue his Warrant for a ca: 
sum, uot cxceeding fivc hundred pounds currency, lai 
to Le taken out of the unappropriated monics of this 
Province, to me ct the necessary expcnses occasioncd 
by the said purchase, and the making of the said 
Plans. · 

" Resolved, that if the said Seigniory should be 
purchased Ly the said Commissioners, the Sheriff of 
the District of Quebec shall not be entitlcd to any 
Commission or poundage on the priee for which the 
same shall be sold." 

A Bill in conformity with these was introduccd 
and passed, intituled, " A Bill for the appointment 
of Commissioners to Lid at the sale of the Seigniory 
of Lauzon, by the Sheriff, and for other pnrposes 
therein mentioned," but which was lost in the Legis
lative Co un cil. The sale ofLauzon did not takc place, 
however, at the time then published, nor un til several 
years after, when, as already mcntioned, it was pnr
chascd by the governmcnt, and is at the present time 
public property. 

The consideration of the Canada Tenures Act, 
passed by the Imperial Parliament, was again re
sumcd this session, and resolutions being passed, 
pointing out sorne of the inconvcniences and injustice 
to the inhabitants of the Province resulting from it, 
prejudicial to the rights of the public in Seigniorial 
lands in Lower Canada,* a Bill was introduced by 
. * "Rcsolved, That b7 the laws of Canada, guarantced to the 
mhabitants of this Provmce by the Capitulations of 17'60, the Act 
of the British Pa.rliamcnt of the 14th Geo. III., cap. 83, anJ the 
Coustitutional Ac~ of the ?lst Geo .. III., cap. 31, they h~d a right 
to grauts of suffic1ent portwns of w1ld 1nncls beld from tne Orown 
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Mr. Morin, '' to repeal so mu ch of the two eertain Cha p. 
Acts therein mentioned, made and passed in the Par- xxxvr. 
liament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and~ 
Ireland, as authorizes the commutation of the tentu·e 1836 • 

of lands held à tit're de fief and à titre de cens in this 
Province, into the tenure of free and common soc
caO"e," The Bill passed, and was sent to the Legis-
lative Council, where it was rejected. But a Bill 
still more extraordinary was also about the same time 
(near the end of the session) introduccd. It was 
resolved, on the 29th February, that the I-Iouse 
would, on the morrow, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, " to consider whether it be expedient 
to amend a certain Act passed in the Parliament of 
the Kingdom of Great Bri tain, in the thirty-first year 
of the Reign of His late Majesty George the Third, 
chap. 31, commonly called the 'Constitutional Act,' 
by repealing certain parts of the provisions thereof 
which relate to the constitution and formation of the 
Legislative Council of this Province, and by substi
tuting other provisions in the place thereof, wi th the 
vicw of better ensuring the efficiency of the Provin-
à titre de fief, subject to the customary dues, and on condition of 
cultivation and residence. 

"Resol ved, That the commutation of these lands into the tenure 
of feee and common soccage und er the Act passed in the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom, in the sixth year of the Reign of IIis late 
Majesty George the Fourth, cap. 59, deprives them of this right, 
and vests the said lands in the Seignior to dispose of them on such 
terms and conditions as he thinks fit, at the same time subjecting 
those who may settle thereon to laws with which the great ma
jority of the people of this Province are unacquainted, utterly 
lmsuitable to their circumstances and repugnant to their feelings 
and usages. 

" Resol ved, That the provisions of the said law for the said com
mutation, are lmjust and contrary to the established rights of the 
inhabitants of the Province, to the extension of settlement, and to 
the general prosperity. 

"Resolved, 'l'hat it is expedient to repeul so much of the Acts 
passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of the 3rd Geo. 
IV., cap. 119, and 6th Geo. IV., cap. 59, as provicles for the com
mutation of lands heltl <~ titre de fief and à titre de cens in this 
Province, to be held in free and common soccage subjcct to the 
laws of England.'' 
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Chap. cial government to provide :fi>r the peace, welf.:1.re 
xxxvr. and good government of this Province." 
~ The Assemùly accorùingly went into Cmun:ittee, 

and, on the 3n.l of ~!arch, xcportcù the followmg as 
the result of thcir ùelihcxations :-

" Resolved that it is expedient to amcnd a certain 
Act passcd in the :Parliamcnt of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, in the thirty first year uf the Reign of 
His late Majesty George the Thinl, chaptcr 31, com
monly called the ' Constitutional Act,' Ly rcpcaling 
certain parts of the provisions thcrcof, which relate 
to the constitution and fi>rmation of the Legislative 
Council of this Province, and lJy substituting othcr 
provisions in the place thcrcof ·with the view ofLctter 
ensuring the efficiency of tll.e Provincial government 
to provide for the peace, welfare and good government 
of this Province.'' 

A bill accordingly was introduced Ly ~1r. niorin, 
"to amend so much of the Act of the thirty-Iirst 
George the Third, chaptcr 31, as relates to the con
stitution and formation of the Legislative Council of 
this Province, and to snl>stitntc other proYisions in 
the place thereof." It was intenùcll hy the Lill to 
make the Legislative Co un cil an elective hody, but 
it did not pass the second reading, lJeing postponcd 
from tirne to timc Ly the introducer (l\1r. :Morin), 
until overtaken by the prorogation. 

These two bills wcrc at the timc much criticiscd 
on account of their intcrfering with Imperial Acts, 
which they professe<l to alter and amcnd, a matter, 
as all the world perfectly kncw, and. none Lcttcr than 
the movers of thosc Lills, bcyond the power of the 
Provincial Parliament to e:ffect, whosc aùsnrùity, in 
attempting to repeal the very Act un<ler which it 
held its existence, was thcreforc scoutcd. Thcrc was, 
however, nothing absurd nor irrational in the steps 
taken, being merely for the purpose, as there is rea
son to believe, of shewing in precise terms to the 
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Home government, the alterations and amendments Chap. 
whieh, .in tl1e view of the AsscmUy, it wa::; desiralJ!e xxxvr. 
should Le made Ly the Imperial Parliament to those Ts~ 
Acts. 

TllC thanks of the r\s::;embly were Yuted " tu the 
lion. D. n. Viger, f(Jr his s<:rYicef3 as the latc ..._\.gent 
of this Prov.iuee, and fur the zeal, patr.iotism, assi
ùuity and talent displaycd. lJy him in aC(plÏti.ii"~ him
sclf of his mission, anù sttpporting the <.livers claims 
eutrustctl tu his carc, nud u1ore c.~pccia11y the peti
tions of this House to lJoth House::> of the Impe:âal 
Parliament, cumplaining of the nmncrons f!:l'ÎeYanccs 
alHl serionH alJnscs set forth in the rcsolntiuns adopte<l 
Ly this Ilonse ott the t1veuty-:first Fe1Jrmtry, 1834." 

The like wcre nlso vote tl to AugHstin Nor bert 
:Morin, Esth a memlJer of the IIouse f(n· the Connty 
of Belleehnsse, fur the distingnishe<.l servicet:J, an<.11ur 
the zeal, patriutism., assidnity and talent he lw.l1 <1is
played in supportiug the a±<.n·csaitl petiti<,us c,f the 
IIouse tu !Jotl1 ] Iouses of the Imperial Parliau Leut. 

Lon1 Gf>sfon1, it secmecl, promiscc..l himsclf, at the 
opeuiug of the varliamentary campai~IL, ~Ïgnal fP.1C
CeS ·. It howeYer cu<lcù, as aU lmt hiu tsclf autiei
pntec..l, iu his <1isappointment, by leaviug matlcrs in 
a 11.1ure uupromising state than cve1·. He prorognc<l 
the Parliameut on the 2lst 1\Iarch, with strong cx
pressious of regret at the failure of his missimJ.. 
" Gentlemen of the .1-Iuuse of .Assemb1y, 

" It is l.o me matter of sincere regret, that the 
offers of peace and concili.mion, of which I \Yas the 
Learcr to this country, have uut led to the rcsult 
whiclt I lmd hupeù fur. The consct1nences of their 
rejection, anù of the Ùe111anùs which haYe l.Jet::n made 
to Ilis lYiajesty, I will not venture to prcclict. 

"In the speech with which I upened the Session, I 
announeed, that shonld you consent to diseharge the 
arrears duc to the public officers, and prov.iùe fin· 
their maintenance, pcnding the enquiries which His 
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Chap. Majesty had commanded to be made in the Province, 
xxxvr. no part of the surplus revenue of the Crown should 
~be touched during those enquiries without your assent. 

· As no provision has been made for the purposes con
templated in that proposai, I shall be under the 
necessity of applying the revenues at the disposai of 
the Crown, as far as they will extend, to the paymcnt 
of the public servants, and towards the current ex
penses of the Civil government. What further mca
sures must be adopted for the removal of the diffi
culties to which the affairs of the Province are 
reduced, the authorities in England must determine. 
'' Gentlemen of the Legislative Uouncil, 

''Gentlemen of tite House of AssemUy, 
"Of the fifty-nine Bills that have passed both mm 

Houses during the session, I have given the Royal of 
Assent to ail, save one, namely, the Bill for establish be 
inga Railroad between the River Saint Lawrence and m 
the Province line. As this Bill affects the King's h 
prerogative in the disposai of the waste lands of the 
Crown, the 42nd clause of the Constitutional Act 
makes it necessary that I hould reserve it for the 
signification of His l\Iajesty's pleasure; and it is 
probable that the omission of the formalities required 
by that clause, will be altogether fatal to the measure. 

" I shall continue to do all in my power for the 
advancement of the public good, and the furtherance 
of that paternal policy which has been eujoined upon 
me by our l\Iost Gracions Sovereign; and yon, Gen
tlemen, will, I doubt not, each in his individual 
capacity, labor to preserve the peace, and to promote 
the real interests of the community." 

This was the last of constitutional legislation in 
Lower Canada, for, although the Provincial Pm·Iia
ment met, subsequently , twice previous to the sus
pension of the constitution, no Acts whatever wcrc 
passed, the Assembly abdicating, as will be secn, their 
functions, un til changes should, at their dictation, be 
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macle in the constitution of the Province, which the Chap 
British government and Imperial Parliament deemed xxx vr. 
incompatible with the British constitution, and there .. ~ 
fore inadmissible. · 

The following despatch from Lord Gosford, on the 
result of the session, will be found interesting :-

" C.AS'l'LE OF ST. LEWIS, 

" Quebec, 12th March, 1836. 
"MY LoRD,-It becomes my duty to infornî your 

Lorùship that the Provincial Executive has again, 
for the fom·th year, be en left destitute of the usual 
legal provision necessary for carrying on the Civil 
government, and paying the large arrears now due for 
past services; and thus, at the end of a session of 
more than ordinary length, a satisfactory adjustment 
of the financial difficulties of the colony appears to 
be as distant and more hopeless than ever. I shaH 
in this despatch, while giving your Lordship an out
linc of the proceedings of the two Houses on this 
subject, briefty touch upon what I conceive to have 
been the cause and reasons tha-:: led to this disastrous 
result. 

"On the 9th of November last, the accounts shew
ing the arrears duc for salaries to the public officcrs, 
and for the other ordinary cxpenditure of the Govcrn
ment, including the advance made from the Military 
Chcst, was transmitted to the Assembly with a mes
sage inviting their immediate attention to the subject. 
Thcse were at once referred to the Standing Com
mittee on Public Accounts, as were also the estimates 
of the current y car, transmittcd in like mann er on 
the 20th of the same mon th. But nothing further in 
the matter appcars upon the proceedings of the 
Ilonse until the 5th of January, when the Committee 
presented their third Report. The subsequent steps 
of the Assembly np to the 12th ofFebruary, having 
alrca'ly been dctailed to your Lordship, necd not be 
here repeated. On the 20th the Ilonse went into 
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Chnp. Committee on ti1e several.Reports on Public Aceo~mts, 
xxxvi. on the state of the ProYmce, and un the pubhshcd 
._..,..._.. extracts fi·ou1 the instructions to the Uanacla Cum-
lS;;G. . . r .l . .c 1 1 1 . f 

ll1lSS10UCl'S. 1' .leSe <llLCStlUlli:i J.(Jl'lnC( t lC f.:>ll JjCCt U 

prolonged dcLate~ uutil the 2Cth, whcu the Cum
mittee reporte<1 an Addrcss to the Ki11~ (fc)rwan1cc1 
Ly this opportuuity, with a f:>eparnte tlc::;pht'2h,) aml 
t-.~ro resolntious, a copy of ~,vhich is herc,vith trans
mitte<1. In these resolntions, the Assemhly, entircly 
passiug 1Jy tllC tlnestion of arrcars, dctcrmincd to 
Yote s11pplies :fi,r six nwnths only, frum the 15th 
,J anuary to the 15th .Jnly ucxt, and i:o aLstain, umlcr 
existi11g circnmstances, ti·om specifyiug .in 1 he Snpply 
.Dili the particnlar fnmls aplJH>priatcd ; nn<lcr a pro
te>::>t, Jwwevcr, that this course ~:Jwnlt1 uot in futnre 
he invoke<1 as a prece<1cut in opposition tu the rcsu
lntiuns of the I-lonse of the lCth of l\larch, 1832, and 
21st February, 183±. The que:-:;tion d' cuucmTcHce 
being pnt on the resolutions, 1\lr. Vanfclson uwved 
nu ame1u.huent, a copy of Trhich is cnclo;:,cd, to the 
cffeet that it woulù be expedient to vote as Yrell the 
arrcars t1ne, as the supplies reqnire<.l to meet the 
cxpenses of the cnrrent year. This motion ~.vas olJ
iecteù to Ly the Speal-cr as unparliamentary, Le
cause it 'vas not oflcrccl in the shape of a motion, 
proposing some snùject for <lcliberation antl decision 
lmt in the shape of a protest, tcndinf!: to ccn ·ure a 
(1ceision of a Committee of the wlwle IIon:c, and 
furthcr, becanse in r atters of supply, whcu the de
cision of a Committet~ of the vVholc hm; ÙCCl! in fiwor 
of a smaller sum, or a shortcr perio<1 of time, it is not 
afterwards aUowable to make any motion iu the 
lionse tcndiug to grant <! lm·ger snm, or to extcnd 
the pcri<Hl 

" An appcal \vas made to the Ilonse from this 
decision, Lut it was supportcù on a ùi,·isiun of 40 to 
27. The resolutions wc re th en passe<l, and on the 
29th a Lill was introduced in acconlance with thcir 
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prin.cipl~s, passed. on the 3rd instant, sent np to the Ohnp. 
Leg1slat1ve Councll on the 5th, and, after a first and :~xx vr. 
secodl reading, lost on the 9th in a committec of that ~~ 
body, Ly the committee risiug witlwnt rcportiug. ..o . 

" I expressed to your Lordship my conviction, 
before the resnlt was knO\vn, that the partial pu1Jli
eation in u pp cr Canada of the instructious to the 
Canada Oommissioners was likely to prove a serions 
obstacle to the successfnl arrangement of the iluau
cial diffictùties of the Province ; this conviction, I 
regret to say, has Lecn more than realized; and I 
can only repeat my bclief, that but for thal: pnlJlica
tion the arrears and fnll supplies wonl<l h~we Lecn 
granteù. As it is, the Ilonse of AssemLly have as
snmed a new position, and, not complainiug of the 
existing local :-~.dministratiou, have made the granting 
of the an·ears dependent ou a full complianee 'vith 
ail tlu~ dernands contained iu their Addrcss to Ilis 
1\Iajesty. 

"lu paBsing a Bill of Snpply for six month'3 only, 
it wonld seem that they wisheèl to affix a limit of lc~s 
than thrcc months to the period withiu which IIis 
niajesty' to entitle the Execn tiYe to a fnrther supply' 
mnst favonraLly decide on ùemancls involvillp: fnnda
mental changes in the coustitntiun, and the cou
sideratiou of c1uestions of a most grave and compli
cated description. 

" On examination of the lost Tiill, I pcrceive that 
the Assembly ditl not, as in 1833, attach any cont1i
tion to oLjectionable items, lJnt adopte<.l anot11Cr plan 
for eŒceting thcir wishcs fur the aLolition of ph Lrali
ties. \Vherc auy offi.cer hcld two sitn~tions, the 
salary of oue only was voted, and the other entircly 
omitteJ, thns avoiJin3 one of the objections l1Htdc to 
the Bill of 1833. In other respects, ltowcvcr, they 
appcar tu have adoptcd that Lill as thcir g:1tiùe in 
framiug the one f<n· the present ycnr, omittinr:; aw1 
reducing the samc items in both. Among the prin-
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Chap cipal omissions not founded on the objection to such 
xxxvr. pluralitics are the postage account of the Civil Secre- the e 
~ tary's office, the salaries of ail the Executive Coun- pub' 

v • cillors, of their assistant Clerk, of ~ir. J usticé Gale, whic 
and of one of the Provincial Aides de Camp. But 
to bring the whole matter under your Lordship's 
view, I enclose a comparative statement of the esti-
mates and votes for 1833 and those for 1836, and a 
list of the different items omitted, and of those re-
duced in the last Bill. 

"It was, I understand, chiefly in consequence of Ja 
these omissions that the Legislative Council declined 
to proceed with the Bill. 

"It may not be irrclevant here to inform your 
Lordship that the public ehest will contain, on the 
1st of l\Iay next, about .t:130,000 sterling. This sum 
inclucles upwards of .t:45,000 sterling, arising from 
the Crown revenues, which, as the Assembly have 
not accepted the offer, conditionally macle to them in 
my opening speech, by providing for the paymrnt of 
the arrears and maintenance of the public servants 
pending the enquiry under the Royal Commission, 
may now be considercd as at the unfctterecl di posai 
of the Orown. On the othcr hand, the liab~litics of 
the Governmcnt at that date on acconnt of the arrcars 
and cnrrent cxpenscs, exclusive of the contingcncics 
of the two Ilonses of Parliament, and of the sums 
payable under the authority of Local Acts passcd 
and about to be passcd, will amonnt to about<.C142,000 
sterling, including the .i:31,000 advanced fi·om the 
l\1ilitary Chest in 1834, thus shewing a deficit of 
about .t:12,000. But it must be observed that the 
chief part of the revenue is collecte cl from the customs 
dutics, which flow in only during the summer mon th , 
whilst the cxpenditure continues equal throughout 
the year, so that, although the amount at present in 
the chest would have Leen insufficicnt to liquidatc 
the demands against it, haù the Legislature sanctioned 
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such a measure, yet it by no means follows that at Chap. 
the end of the financial year in October next, the xxxvr. 
public treasury will be unequal to the liabilities to ~ 
which it may be then subject. o • 

"I have, &c., 
(Signed,) "GOSFORD." 

The following interesting synopsis, prepared by 
Jacques Viger, Esquire, of Montreal, a gentleman 
weil known in the literary world, exbibits in a very 
clear and compendions form, the numbers repre~ 
sented by the severa! ~fembers of the Assembly who 
voted for, as weil as th ose who voted against the 
ninety-two resolutions, and the collective numbers 
on either side. Mr. Vjger makes the number repre
senteù by the resolutions to be considerably more 
than three times that of tl...~ opposing l\1embers, and 
there cau, I apprehend, be no doubt that he is \\'Îthin 
the mark. It will be observed that in the case where 
the two Representatives of any County or City (the 
County of Laprairic, for instance, or the City of 
Quebec) wcre ùivided in their votes, :1\.ir. Viger as
signs to each an equal portion, or one-half of thei.r 
constitucncy. Now it is notorious that the ninety
two resolutions were approveù of and popular among, 
it is not too much to say, nine-tenths of the Canadian 
population of Frrncb origin. 
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In the Chair 21st, but voted for 
• ••...••.. 

1 

them in Committee the 19th 
7460, and 20th February. 

·········· 

Vacancy by the dcath of Dr. 
'fraccy. 

1558iAbsentfrom Quebec,-Sick. 

7120t, ......... . 
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Members absent from Quebec-excûsed, Messrs. Thibaudeau, Peck and Desfossés ........•.................. · · · · 
Scats vacant (West Ward and County of Montreal) ............................................. · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Members present at Que bec wh en the ncsolutions wcre voted ........................................... · · · · · 

Total of the Representation ............................... · · 

Of the Members present at Qnebec,-there voted for the Resolutions............................... 56 

.Against then1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

In the Chair (then Speaker, who in Oonnnittee voted for them)................................... 1 

3 
2 

83 

88 

S 1 in the Ho use 
.Absent from their Seatstbut in town, Messrs Bade au and llamilton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Total................................. 83 

_A.ooc;.>rc:.1it't~ -t ... ~ {)l.<( jl r~ >rC" .... {"C: >Ïr• ,r,;; .. -:tl .. t.• • i'l.o~ .. . "f -1 « >'11. 
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According to the foregoing distribution-

Population. Population. Population. 

r 23 Counties entire voted for the Resolutions ................................ 27'7,510 
7 Counties entire voted against them ......................•..•.......... ·········· 44,558 
1 Count;r entire did not vote ................................. , .......... .......... . ········· 8,317 
6 Countles voted, half for, half against .................. , ................. 43,814-t 43,814t 
2 Counties, although their Representatives were in Quebec, only voted by halves 

for the Resolutions, in consequence of the absence of one of the Repre-
sentatives of each County ............................................ 9,934 9,934 .......... 

1 County (Montreal) having but one Representative elect and present in the 
Assembly, (the seat of the other being vacated by Resolution of the House) 

> only Y..>ted for half the population .•............ , ..•...... , ......... 8,250t .......... 8,250't 
1 Borough (William Henry) voted against the Resolutions ................... ·········· 1,063 
1 Borough (Three Rivers) owing to the absence of one of the Representatives 

voted but by half for the Resolutions ......•..•..................... 1,558 1,558 .......... 
1 City (Que bec) voted i for and ! against .....•.......................... '7,120± 20,148t 
1 City (Montreal) voted t for, t against, and, owing to the vacancy of the seat of 

13,714 one of the Representatives, did not vote for the other t ................ 6,254 7,460 

361,541t 115,838 35,519t 
for. against. not voting. 

· .. ~ ... M l 

'·:'·}~ 

rfPopulation who, nccording to the above, have voted : ...... For, 361,54It; Against, 115,838. 
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It also seems according to the same, that 35,51 'Ji- have not voted. They cousist of part of Counties aml othcr plfl~es 
considered as not represented, owing to the abtience of some of their Representati>es from the .A.ssembly whcn the ÙlVISIOn 
on ~e Resolutions took place. :May it not be allowablc to presume that the absentees would have >oted as followi:i: 

For. .A gainst. 
Brought forward ..............•..... 361,541} 115,838 

:Mr. Desfossés (Town of Three Rivers) . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,558 
Mr. 'l'hibaudeau (Bonaventure)......................................................... 4,158} 
Mr. Han1ilton (Bonaventure)"* ...............................•................. ··•······ • · · · · · · · 
Mr. Peck (Stanstead) ........................................... · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · 
Mr. Badeaux (Yamaska)* ..........•.......................•........•................. · · · · · · · · 

~67,258 

How are the 8,250-~ of the County of Montreal, and the ·7,460 of the West Ward of the City of 
Montreal not represented in the Assembly, when the Resolutions were voted to be disposed of 
owing to the absence of .Mr. Mondelet (exeluded), ·and of Mr. Traeey (deccased)? May it not be 
reasonably supposed thn.t Mr. 1\Iondelet should have voted agn.inst, and M1'. Traecy for them ~ 
But it is not of those two gentlemen as of the above Representatives. Their scat~ were vacant; 
a new election could fill thesc scats with Mernbers of entirely opposite politics to theirs. .A.s 
ca?-not ab~olutely be. said by whom they rnight have been replaeed, is it not more rational ~o main· 
tam that m the partiCular case of a vacancy of one of t4e _scats of a County or other consütuency, 
the .:Member elect and voting in the Ho use, rcpresents of himself the County or constituency en tire, 
and votes for the whole? .A.dopting this view, I shall ~arry the said two nmounts, forming 
together 15,710} to the votes in favor of the Resolutions, inasmuch as Messrs. Valois und Papineau 

4,158-t 
5,182 
4,752 

1~9,930t 

voted for them . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,710~-
For ........ ~-8t Agst.129.930~ 

QuEBEC, 2lst February, 1834.. 

Grand Total.. 512,89D of the Population in 1831 
J. Y. 

"'They both in fhct votcù, on the lst of March, against the Petitions to the King and l'arliamcnt, on the statc oftlle l'rovincc.-J. Y. 
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CHAP11ER XXXVII. 
Annual Report of the General Committee of the M:ontr.eal Constitu- Cha p. 

tiouul Association-Addrcl:ls by the Aontrcal Constitutional xxxvn. 
Association to the lnhabitants of British America-Report ofthe----.-
Que bec Constitutional Association-Resolutions of the l~xecutive 1836 
Committee of the Constitutional As::;ociation of MontreaL-P. S. 
-Legcnd of the Chien d'Or, and satisfactory reputation of it by 
Jacques Y iger, Esq. 

IIaving in the preceding ehapter noticcd the prin
cipal proccedings of the Assembly, it may not be 
amis::; to bestow Rome attention to the doings of the 
outer world in counteraction of the policy and vicws 
of that body. The petition of a numcrous portion of 
the inhabitants of Qucbec, pm·suant to certain reso
lutions adopted by " the Constitutional Association" 
of the City, to Lord Gosford, previous to the meeting 
of the Assembly, has be en mentioned. Th cre werc 
meetings in varions parts of the Province of branches 
of the Constitutional Associations of Qucbec and 
:Montreal, at which resolutions of a loyal character, 
and expn~ssive of a determination to preserve the 
connexion happily subsisting betwecn the Colony 
and Great Britain, were adoptcd, but as the proceed
ings of the great Central Associations in the two 
Ci tics express substantially the spirit of them all, and 
arc highly valuablc, in a statistical as well as political 
vicw, wc shall confine our attention to these solely. 
W e aecordingly submit to the re ader the able and 
inter cs ting Reports and Ad dresses of th ose bodies prc
cisely as they appearcd in the public prints of the 
time. 

Earlyin Deccmber, 1835, the" AnnualRcport of 
the General Committee of the 1\Iontreal Constitu
tional Association'' made its appcarance as follows :-

'' The termination of the pcriod for which the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Constitutional Association 
was appointcd, imposes on the General Committee the 
duty of addressing themselves to the entirc body of 
their fcllow-citizens who have rallied round the edi
fice of the Constitution. 
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Uhap. ''The Committce, at thcir :first meeting on the 28th 
xxxvn. J anuary, proceedcd to elcct, by ballot, an Executive 
~ Committee, ~ccording to the Rul_es and Regulations of 

the Associatwn ; and has recelVed from them the 
following detail of their proceedings :-

REPORT. 
"On taking communication of the proccedings 

sincc the formation of the Association in January 
last, the Executive Committee now report :-'fhat 
at the general meeting, held at the theatre on the 
26th :Match last, the Chairman then reported to the 
Association the proceedings of that Committee up to 
that period, and it is therefore considered unneccs
sary here to repeat them. 

"l\lr. vValker, the agent appointed at the general 
meeting to procecd to England, with, and in support 
of the Petitions to the Imperial Parliament, was, 
withont delay, furnished with copions documents, 
information and instruction, for his guidance on his 
mission; and carly in Aprillast, took his departure 
for England. An early opportunity was affordcd 
both to him and the agent for the Quebec Associa
tion, by the Colonial Secretary, to make known to 
IIis 1\Iajesty's Govcrnmcnt, the object and import
ance of their mission ; and l\1r. Gillespie, Chairman 
of the North American Colonial Association in Lon
don, was appointed by that body to unite with them 
in urging on the Government and Parliament, the 
daims and complaints of the inhabitants of Lower 
Canada, of British and Irish origin. 

"The determination of Ifis l\Iajesty's Government 
having then bccn significd to the Agents, of sending 
to Canada a Commission to inquire into, and tore
port npon, the complaints and grievances of the ad
verse parties, they, the Agents, \Vere informcd that 
no legislative proceedinO'S would be resorted to in 
the Imperial Parliament~ in regard to Lower Canada, 
until that Commission had reported to His l\fajesty's 
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Government; bnt that up to the period of the de- Chap. 
parture of the Commission from London, the Colonial xxxviT 
Secretary 'voulcl be willing to receive from the Agents~ 
any communications they chose to make on the sub- .l • 

j ect of the ir daims, and the complain ts of the ir constitu-
cnts ; and that the Commissioners would be spccially 
instructed to investigate, when in Canada, and re
ceive testimony, in regard to ali these. 

"On the llth August, last, a communication was 
addressed to Mr. Walker, signifying that the Com
mittee saw no necessity for his remaining in Eng
land on behalf of the Association, after the rising of 
Parliament, and from recent intelligence they have 
reason to think that he may be daily expected. 

" The Commission already alluded to, it is weil 
known, has now becn in Canada about three months ; 
and a letter has lately been addressed to the Secre
tary of the Commission, desiring to know wh en and 
in what manner the Commissioners will be disposed 
to receive testimony in support of the daims and 
complaints of thicl Association." 

~rhe following is a copy of the communication :
" l\Io:NTREAL, Nov. 24, 1835. 

"SrR,-I have the ho nor to enclose, and to beg you 
will lay before the IIonorable Commissioners whom 
Ilis 1Iajesty has been pleased to appoint for the pur
pose of investigating certain grievances complained 
of in Lower Canada, a copy of the Petition of divers 
inhabitants of this Province, resident in the District 
of ~lon treal, which was transmitted to England by 
1V. 1Valker, Esq., Agent of the Constitutional As
sociation of 1lontreal, and presented to His l\Iajesty 
anù to the two IIouscs of the Imperial Parliament, 
during the past summer. 

'' \Vith reference to th at Petition, and to certain 
Resolutions adoptcd by the Executive Committce of 
the Association, which were laid bcforc Hisl\Iajesty's 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department (and 
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Chap. of which I have the honor herc\Yith io transmit a 
xxxvu. copy) I am dirccted by the Executive Cornmittce to 
~ state, that the Association h:lve becn .informcd hy 

<> • their Agent, that at an interview with which ~Ir. 
\V alker was honourcd by Lord Glenclg, on the 13th 
of June last, his Lordship was pleased to stnte, that 
all the points adverted to in the Resolutions of the 
Montreal Association would be embraced in the in
structions to the Commissioners whom His l\1ajcsty 
had been pleased to appoint.-:Mr. vValker has fur
ther informed the Association, that at a subsequent 
interview with his Lordship, to which he was admitted 
on the 16thJune last, Lord Glenelg repeated the as
surance previously given, that the varions tapies of 
complaint enumerated in these Resolutions should 
be noticed in the instructions to the Comrnissioncrs. 

" I am now directed by the Executive Committee to 
enquire in what rnanner, and at what time, His 
1Iajesty's Commissioners will be pleased to investi
gate the varions compla1nts of the Petitioners. 

"I have the honor to be, Sir, 
" Y our obed.ient servant, 

"J. GuTIIRIE ScoTT, Sec. C. A. l\L 
"Thomas Frederick Elliot, Esq. 

" Sec. of the Royal Commission." 
To this letter no reply has been reccived hy the 

As1ocia ti on. 
(The Secretary intimated, however, that the fi)l

]owing had been received by this morning's post:) 
"QuEBEC, 1Jece?1iber 5, 1835. 

"SrR,-1 have had the honor to rcceiYe and lay be
fore the Commission ers y our lctter, datcd 24th of 
N ovem ber, inqniring at what ti me and in wh at mnn
ncr they will be prcparcd to invcstigatc the cam
plaints in the Petitions adJr sscd labt ycrr to His 
I\'Iajesty and both Houses of Parliamcnt, by divers 
inhabitant~ of the District of l\fontrer.l ; nn<l I am to 
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acquaint yon, in answer, that the Commissioncrs arc Chap. 
at present cngagcd in consideration of the eonÇI.itions xx.wn. 
'"hi ch it may be proper to anne x to the mc as ure of.._.,..._.. 

. . l C R d l . 1836 gtnng np t 1e rown eserves ; an t 1at, m connec- · 
tion with that subject, they have also bcfore them 
the question of the indcpendencc of the J udges and 
the creation of a Court of Impcrrchme11t. If the 
Constitutional Association of :l\Iontrcal wish to offer 
any information on thcsc points, the Commissioncrs 
wHl be happy to sec any person or persans 'Yhom 
they may depute for that pm·posc. 

"In ordcr, however, to enablc the Association to 
decide whC>~her it be desirable for them to scnd such 
a dcpmation at present, orto wait somc future stage 
of t.t.e procecdings, I am dcsircd to apprize yon, 
th:at as soon as the Commissioncrs shall have des
patched their Report on the matters ahove aclverted 
to, it is probable that their ncxt enquiries will relate 
to any improvements which may seem practicable in 
the system of managing the Crown Lands, and dcs
pasing of the \Vild Lands and Forests ;-that from 
thence they will procced to the tenures of Land gen
era1ly, and to the eftcct which the Scigniorial Tcnnre 
may produce upon the prosperity of the City ofl\Ion- , 
treal, as weil as to the subjectR of the Registry of 
Titles, and the fnture Incorporation of Land Uompa
nics. Finally, that the Constitution of the Execu
tive and Legislative Councils, and the state of the 
Hcprcsentation of the People, arc questions which it 
will be neccssary to approach. The scope of the 
Commission is not confinecl to the subjccts which I 
have enumeratcd, although, under the instructions. 
from His J\Iajesty's Governmcnt, they arc considered 
to have the first claim to attention. 

"Having thns statecl the course ofinquiry contem
plated by the Commissioncrs, I a-:.n to add, that during 
its progress, it is probable they will remove thcir si~
tings to .Thion treal ; anù as they p ·opose to make therr 
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Chap. Report on the appropriation of the Crown Reserves 
xxxvu. before Christmas, 1 am to request that y ou will fa v or 
~me with the earliest intimation you can conveniently 

· afford, whether or not it is likely that any gentleman 
from Montreal will wish to attend before that Com
mission be despatched. 

" 1 have the honor to be, Sir, 
" Your obedient, humble servant, 

" THOS. FREDK. ELLIOT. 

" J. G. Scott, Esq., Montreal." 
" The Executive Committee have be en very desirous 

of organizing vV ard Committees throughout the City 
and suburbs, the utility of which would be felt in 
the event of any emergency arising, requiring union 
and strength; but they fear that their wishes have 
been but partially and imperfectly carried into effect; 
and this Committee cannot refrain from recommend
ing the immediate and general adoption of a system 
of organization. 

'• "Petitions, respectably and numerously signed by 
the inhabitants of Montreal, have recently been trans
mitted, through the medium of the Executive Com
mittee, and presented to the Provincial Parliament. 

'' First.-For the establishment of Registry Offices 
throughout the Province. 

"Second.-For the abolishment of the Feudal Ten
ure throughout the Province. 

"Third.-For the continuation of the improvement 
of the Harbour of 1\lontreal. 

" Fourth.-For the improvement of the Canal 
Navigation in this Province, on a scale to correspond 
with that going forward in Upper Canada. 

"Measures have also been taken to procure an amend
ment of the Act for incorporating the City of Montreal. 

"The Executive Committee cannot refrain from 
bringing under the notice of the Association the in
fraction lately committed on the Constitution of this 
Province, by the Executive branch thereof, in paying, 
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without authority of law, and for purposes tending Chap. 
to the total subversion of that Constitution, a large :xxxvn. 
sum of moncy out of the Public Trcasury. If one~ 
infraction of the law ould justify anothcr, they do · 
not see wh y the payment of the duties by which the 
Public Treasury is filled should not be withheld to 
prcvent the tecurrence of such an act of spoliation. 

"Ali whichis, nevertheless, respectfully submitted. 
"By m:der of the Executive Committec, 

"""\V. ROBERTSON, Vice Chairman, 
"J. GUTHRIE ScoTT, Secretary." 

"Montreal, Nov.
1 

1835." 
- "At a meeting of the General Committee, held on 

"the 28th of November, the following resolutions 
were carried :-

" First.-That a Committee of three persans be 
appointed to audit the Treasurer's Accounts. 

"Sccond.-That the present aspect of affairs in this 
Province demands a closer union of persans of Bri
tish and Irish origin for the purpose of mutual 
detence and support ; and that a Committee of seven 
persans be now uamed to alter and amend the Rules 
and Regulations of this Association, with the view 
of carrying into effect so important an objcct, and 
to report thereon at the next general meeting. 

"~l_1hird.-That a Committee offive be appointed to 
draw up a Report of the General Committee, to be 
laid before the Association, and that it be an instruc
tion to the said Committee to point out such abjects 
as it may consider of importance to bring undcr the 
consideration of the Association. 

"In conformity with the last clause of this resolu
tion, the Committec have prepared, and rcspcctfully 
submit to the consideration of the Association, the 
following observations : 

" The Association cannot too freq uently place be fore 
the public the principles and demands of the popula
tion of British and Irish dcscent, and contrast them 

L.2 
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Chn.p. with the acts and the dcmands of the dominr..nt 
xxxvii. party in the Asscmbly. 
; " Constitutionalists demand ameliorations in the 

· law, and changes in the institutions of the conntry, 
beneficiai in their immediate cffects, and valuable as 
elcvating the condition of the French peasantry, and 
qualifying them for the exercise of the loftier dutics 
of freemen. 

'' The effects of the French Canadian leaders, on 
the contrary, are limited to the preservation of thcir 
ancient institutions, and to a change in the Constitu
tion which cannot reasonably be expccted, so long 
as the cxisting form of Govcrnmcnt of the British 
Empire shall be prescrved. 

"The French leaders have obtained, with the unrc
flecting, a character of libcrality by their demand 
that the Legislative Council should be clected by the 
people, instead of being, as at present, appointed by 
the Crown ; and the opposition of Constitutionalists 
to this change, has giveu rise to rouch misreprescnta
tion of their principles. 

Any expression of opinion in regard to the supc
rior adaptation to the wants and interests of society 
of the republican form of Government, or that of a 

constitutional monarchy, is not_ requircd from the 
Committee. Both fonns of government have their 
advocates; each can be sustaincd by powerful argu
ments derived from history and from rcason. But 
the Committee bclieve that no educated man of 
unprejudiced mind, will hesitate to denounce the 
cours2 pursued by the French Canadian lcc1dcrs, 
who, under the specious guise of Reformcrs, ostcn
sibly desirons of a Government more intimatcly con
nected with the will of the people, as rcally anima
ted by zeal for the preservation of all thosc pccu
li~rities \Yhich so unenviably distinguish this Pro
vmce from all other inhabited. portions of North 
America: 
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"The most ardent admirers of self-govcrnment will Chap. 
admit, that the qualification of a people for üivesti- xxxvii. 
ture with that important privilege, is a solemn con-~ 
sidcration; and the Committee feel conYinced they · 
shall have no difficulty in repelling the charge which 
the duplicity of the French Canadian leaders induces 
them to reiterate, thàt the Association is ' factiously 
and unjustifiably' opposed to the introduction of 
the elective principle of Government in this Pro
vince. The Association numbers amid their ranks, 
many of the children of Republican America, who 
vcnerate the land of their birth, and are proud of 
hcr institutions. Enrolled in the Associatior:r is a 
large body of individuals who have a variety of forms, 
who, witnessing the effect of despotism to degrade, 
and of freedom to elevate and cnnoble, willingly join 
in the declaration that the source of power is in the 
people. But, who compose the Association ? Are 
they not mainly Scotchmen, Irishmcn, Eno-lishmcn, 
Germans, and the descendants of those from the 
British Isles, who sought the enjoyment of civil and 
religions liberty in America ? And needs there any 
declaration that a body so composed, can deem 
an intelligent people unfit to excrcisc the privilege 
of self-governmcnt; and yct that charge bas been 
made, and is reiterated by the leaders of the French 
party, who have the hardihood to proclaim them
selves the exclusive champions of free institutions 
within this Province! 

"But whilst the Association record their conviction 
that the intelligence of a people is the guarantcc for 
the proper use of the elective principle, they appeal 
to his tory, in particular to the progress of the Re
publics of South America, to the opinions of the most 
eminent and distinguishcd Republican writers, to 
bear them out in the assertion that, wben a popula
tion is unlettered and unenlightencd, to cntrust 
them with the unrestricted use of political power 
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Chap. would be, in fact, to retard the progress of rational 
xxxvii. freedom. To resist a state of things so repulsive to 
; the feelings of freemen, the Association have banded 

· themselves together ,-they have caused the ir decla
rations to be made known to the British people,
they have received assurances from the Imperial 
Government that justice shall be impartially adminis
tered; and notwithstanding that recent circumstances 
have violently shaken their faith in the commissioned 
organs of the Ministry, they repose quietly in the 
confidence, that, though deprived by an adverse ma
jority, glorying in their foreign origin, of that power 
and influence which they ought to exercise, their 
dearest privileges, and feelings, and interests, will not 
be committed to the keeping of a population, which, 
however moral and religions, are unfit to sustain their 
own just rights and interests, and are necessarily 
totally unqualified to be entrusted with the rights and 
interests of others. If, in the ordinary and varied 
relations of private life, we should contemptuously 
refuse the proposition to submit our difference to the 
arbitration of men ignorant of the rudiments of educa
tion, what language can we employ sufficiently indi
cative of our feelings, when the demand is boldly 
made that to such men shall be entrusted the man
agement of our politicalliberties. 

"The right of suffrage, almost universal, has been 
conferred by the Constitution on the population of 
this Province, and although the Association do not 
desire the right to be curtailed, yet they appeal to 
the intelligent of aU communities whether it would 
be propcr and just to divest the Constitution of a 
check on popular violence and precipitation where, 
unhappily, ignorance and prejudice characterize the 
majority. 

" Although to those resident in this Province, and 
intimately acquainted with the condition of the rural 
population, it is superogatory to adduce proofs of 



prJ 

253 

the deplore cl ignorance of the French Canadian in- Cha p. 
habitants, yet our fellow-countrymen in the othcr xxxvn. 
Amcrican Provinces and in Great Britain and Ire-~ 
land may desire that our assertion be substantiated. · 

"The Committce disclaim ail intention of charging 
upon the French Canadian population, a participa
tion in the selfish acts of their leaders: and were it 
not that a disclosure of certain facts wcre necessary 
to a right understanding of the position of parties, 
they would willingly abstain from any allusion to 
their peculiar characteristics. The following quota
tian from an Address to '1\Ien of British and Irish 
descent,' will con vey, in precise terms, aU that is 
necessary to be said on that subject :-

"The wantof educationamong the French majority 
and their consequent inability to form a correct 
judgment of the acts of their political leaders have 
engendered most of our grievances. The extent of 
that ignorance may be collected from the facts, that 
within the last two years, in each of two Grand 
J uries of the Court of King's Ben en for the District 
of Montreal, selected under a Provincial law, from 
among the wealthiest inhabitants of the rural parishes, 
therc \Yas found but one person competent to writc 
his name; and that trustees of schools are specially 
permitted, by statute, to affix their crosses to their 
school Reports. 

" The political information of that part of the Ca
nadian population engaged in agricultural pursuits is 
therefore derived exclusively from the few educatcd 
individuals scattered among them, who speak the 
same language and who possess the me ans of direct
ing public opinion, exempted from those salutary 
checks which education alone can bestow. 

"The persons who wicld this rnighty power arc, 
generally speaking, Seigniors, La·wyers, and Notaries 
of French extraction, ail of whom, as will be shown 
hereafter, have a direct and selfish interest in main-
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Ohap. taining a system of feudallaw, injurions to the coun
xxxvu. try and bear.ing with peculiar severity on the British 
~interests. -

· " Our endcavors to procure relief have been rcprc-
scntcd as a covert attack upon the customs and in
stitutions of the Province ; national prejudices have 
bcen called into action, national feelings excited, and 
a majority, ignorant of the nature ofthe contest, is 
now arraycù against a British minority. 

" Passing by the petty vexations of the Feudal 
Tenure, such as the Seigniors right to caU for the 
title dceds of every vassal; his exclusive right of 
grinding the grain of his Scigniory; his right to as
sume any property within the limits of his Seigniory 
on rcimbursina to the purchascr the cost of his ac
quisition ; and othcr claims of a servile and arbitrary 
character incident to Fcudal Law, we proceed to the 
subject of the more gricvous burdens by which wc 
are opprcsscù. 

" 1'hroughout the Seigniories of Lower Canada, 
within the limits ofwhich arc comprised the Cities of 
~rion treal and Que bec, upon the sale of real property 
the Feudal Lord exacts from the purchasers a fine equal 
to one-twclfth part of the priee ; a claim which re
cnrs with cach successive sale: thus every person 
who clears, or otherwisc improvcs a farm, erects a 
building, cither in town or country, or invests capi
tal in landcd esta te, bestows one-twelfth of his outlay 
on the Seignior, whenever the property is brought 
to sale. 

" 1'his odious law, so injurions in its effects, 
readily explains why this fine Province, although 
richly cndowed by nature, is so far surpassed in the 
career of improvcmcut by ncighbouring Provinces 
and States. 

" From the want of a Bill for the registration of 
real property, the validity of a title cannot be ascer
tained except by a course of expensive proceedings 
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through the Courts of Law, hut secret incumbrances Cha p. 
may still exist, unaft'ccted by that procedure, fm· xxxvu. 
whose discovery no mcans are afforùed ; hence the~ 
aifficulty of borrowing moncy on mortgage and the · · 
frequent seizure and forced sale of real estate. 

'' The profits which accrue to the Scignior fi·om 
this state of things arc obvions; and the intcrest of 
the French Lawycr and Notary, in maintaining a 
system of law that fosters litigation and produees 
corresponding expense, is equally intelligible." 

'' The first set tl ers in Canada brought with them the 
artificial distinctions of ranki and the oppressive la\1.'8 

of that state of society, whic 1 had oTown np in rank 
luxuriance, undcr the dcspotism of the Bourbons.
The eradication of thcse laws, as it would have becn 
the first object of dawning intelligence, so would it 
have been the first effort of a reforming Legislature. 
Y ct the French Canadian population still submit to 
:heir pernicious operation-the House of Asscmbly 
proclaims to the world a resolve for their perpetua
tion, and denounces the Constitutionalists for seehng 
thcir abolition. 

"The Committec cannot omit making reference to 
the notorious fact, that scveral:i\Iembers of the House 
of Assembly, in successive Parliaments, have bccn 
unable to read or write. In one State ofRepublican 
America, thosc similarly circumstanccd, arc disqua]i
fied for the comparatively humble duty of a Petty 
J uror, wh ile, in this Province, a virtual eacourage
ment to the neglect of education is ofl'ered, by ren
dering ignorance no impediment to the rcspon ihle 
and important duties cf legislation. Cun it be sup
posed that a people in this condition are competent 
to judge of the varions and complicated relations of 
society-ta decide upon the nicely graduatcd scale 
of pnnishments so neccs ary to a just system of law 
-to reo-ulate the intricatc concerns of commerce
and, fin~lly, to comprehend the wants and the \vishes 

~ 
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Chap. of that portion of the community, which, from cdu
xxxvu. cation and superior intelligence, is more advanced 
~ in the social scale. 

. '' vVhen to this state of affairs is added the filet, that 
the pernicious distinction of origin has been sedu
lously employed to perpetuate a separation of the 
two classes-that feelings of enmity have bccn crea
ted and encouraged among the French population, 
against their fellow-citizens of British and Irish des
cent-the opposition of the Association to the intro
duction of the elective principle in this Province, 
will be regardcd by all unprejudiced men as dictatcd 
by self preservation. 

"~l_1he Association earnestly desire that the Legisla
tive Council should be composed of men who, by 
birth or long residence in the country, are warmly 
attached to its Interests, who are intimately conccrn
ed in its prosperity, who are alike in dependent in 
mind and circumstances, and distinguished by the 
esteem of their fellow-citizens. A Legislative Omm
cil formed of such materials will enjoy the confidence 
of the people, and be alike observant of duty to\vards 
the Crown, and of respect for popular privilegcs. 
l~nblic opinion will sufticiently punish a dereliction 
from the one, or a disregard of the other. 

"To surrender the en tire control of the Govcrnmcnt 
of the Province to the present constituency, would 
be in eftèct, proportionally to incrcase and confirm 
the power or the French faction. The influence 
'·hi ch has bronght the French population not simply 
to endure, but to cherish pernicious la\vs, cannot be 
countcracted, until education and a free press shaH 
have diffnsed among them the elements of political 
I·nowledge. 

"The British and Irish population perceive in the 
past conduct of the French leaders, sufficient evi
dence of what would be their future career. Confi
dent of the continued support of a majority, inacces-
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sib1e to argument and united by an indefinite dread Chap. of everything British, they have ventured upon acts xxxvn. that would have blighted their character in any en-~ lightened state. They have violated the principles · of a Representative Government, by expelling fi·om 
successive Parliaments a J\Iember freely elected by 
the people ; another J\Iember has been expelled on 
the ground of alleged disqualification, while one of 
their own party, un der similar circumstanccs, has 
been permitted to retain his seat :-and the sitting 
J\iembers for the West vVard of this City are allowed 
to retain their scats in opposition to the votes of a 
majority of qualified electors. 

" The French Canadian leaders have nnmbered 
among their grievances, that one-scventh of the 
Township lands has been appropriated by law for 
the support of a Protestant clergy, and y et they have studiously withheld from the public view the 
facts, that, for the support of the French cler~y is exclusively appropriated the revenue derivcd from 
the exaction of iithes in the Seigniories, and that 
large revenues from extensive tracts of land are en
joyed by French communities. Are duplicity and 
exclusiveness the characteristics of Reformers ? 

" The men of the Constitutional Association arc 
united for one grand object-thc maintenance of 
equal rights. Upholding the principle, that every 
clergyman should derive the means of support from 
his congregation, they cordially accede to the appli
cation of the Clergy Reserves to purposes of educa
tion ; but they claim what their opponents have 
intcntionally overlooked, a general adoption of that 
principlc. 

'' Althoughyearshave elapscd since the British Gov- · ernment, after strict investigation, declared that cer
tain properties were held by communities without 
any legal title, yet a large population, comprehend
jng that of the principal cities of the Province, re-
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Chap. main suhjccted to l)'ricYous and irritating fcmlal 
xxxv11. exactions by thcsc communitics ; the grmvth of our 
'Ws cities is checked, by the interruption of parccls of 

..., · land hcld. in mortmain, and which are ~:cfnsed, for 
purposes of public improvcment, to earnest appli
cations. Thesc evils might well have found enume
ration among the numerous grievances \Yhich. a 
microscopie vision has detecî.ed, and would have 
commanclcd the attention of a Reforming Legisla
ture . .... 

" The Association have no sinistcr motives ; in the 
truc and stern spirit of reform, they demand that 
those oppressjons ccase. They protest, in the name 
of the ir fcllow-countrymen, against any compromise 
or concession that shaH confer the sanction of His 
11ajesty's Governmcnt on the illegal exactions 'vhich 
a weak policy has sufferecl to exist. 

'' Our fellow-citizens in Upper Canada demandcd 
the modification of the Charter of the King's Col
lege at Toronto, becausc of its exclusivencss, and 
y et their brethren in Lower Canada have, of la tc 
years, witnessed the estabEshment, by Provincial 
Charter, of several French Colleges of the most ex
clusive character, deriving their support principally 
from the pnblic revenue, by annual grants frccly and 
lnvishly bestowcd by successive Parliaments. In 
thcir anxicty for the advanccment of education, the 
Constitntioualists have hithcrto uttercd no corn plaint, 
but, goadcd by a sense of wrongs inflictccl by the 
French majority, they now f01·mally pro test against 
the support of Collcgcs fonnded on nnrrow and ex
clusive principlcs, wh1ch nccessarily deprive a large 

• portion of the poptùation of the advantaO'CS of thosc 
. . • 0 
I?stitn~wns, and demand a general system of cduca-
twn, d1vestcd of sectional and illibcral vic,vs. 

"The numcrOlJs French Collegcs, supportedchicily 
by grants from the Public Funds warrant the Auso
ciation in demanding, as ~n act' of justice, propor-
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tionate grants for the instruction of yon th of British Chap 
and Irish origin; and further, they conceive that xxxvu. 
the J esaits' Esta te and College at Que bec should be~ 
dedicated to the establishment of an institution for o ... · 

the higher branches of science and learning, open to 
ali classes, and diYested of all sectarian rcligicus test, 
in either its professors or its students. 

"The proceedings of the Assembly, now in Session, 
evince the usual spirit of hostility to any beneficiai 
change in the laws affccting property, and the pro
sccution of works of public utility, which are irnpe
rativcly called for, to ertable us to compcte success
flùly with our rivals for the western trade. Serions 
and "\vounding to our intcrests as are the obstacles 
which a narrow-minded and hateful poliey inter
poses to prevent the march of public prosperity, the 
Association more deeply regret that no hope of 
speedy amelioration can be discerned, exccpt throngh 
the interposition of the Imperial Parliament, or from 
a legislative union of the Provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada. IIowever, another resource is yct 
afrorded to those of the Association resident in the 
County of ~Iontreal-namely, an annexation to Up
per Canada, which would frce them fi·om a connee
tion repulsive to thcir feelings, and destructive of 
their jntcrests. 

"The Provincial Revenue, mainly furnished by the 
British and Irish population of this Province and of 
Upper Canada, has b0en in part, illcgally app1iecl to 
reward political partizans-to enga?'e the service of 
an agent, ·who advocatcs principles destructive of an 
important branch of our tradc-to clisseminate fi1lse 
and libellOlr nttac1-s on our principle and motives 
through the Tiritish press, and to sus tain J ournnls in 
this Province. Sinccrely does the Associ2.tion deplore 
that the Governor in Chief, i11 obedience to instruc
tions from IIis 1\Iaje"ty's :Ministcrs, should have sanc
tioned art unconstitational application of the Provin-
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Chap. cial Funds ; painful and irritating as would, iu any 
xxxvn. circumstances, have been this infractwn of the Con- upo 
...--..,.--- stitution, yet more accurately felt is the wrong, pro- the 
1836· cccding fi·om th ose who, we confident! y cxpectcd, to 1 

would have interposcd the shield of British justice the 
for the protection of that structure rem·ed by the act 
Imperial Parliament itself. ne 

" The Constitutional party in this Province are 
resolved to devote their energies of the preservation 
of the fundamental principles of the existing Consti
tution, not merely bccause of its assimilation to the 
Constitution of the United Kingdom-not mcrcly 
becausc the change so ardently and pertinaciously 
demanded by the majority of the House of Assem
bly will, if effected, specdily sever the connection 
with the parent state, a connection which the Com-
mittce main tains is beneficiai to the colon y, a11.d 
affectionately appreciated by the bulk of the Associa-
tion, not merely because the lamented ignorance of 
the French Canadian peasantry presents an insur
mountable objection to a furtbcr extension of the 
elective principle, but chiefly, because the change 
demanclcd by the Ilonse of Assembly, would cntail 
upon them and upon their children, a virtual clcpri
vation of the elective franchise, an insupportable con
dition of moral servitude. 

" The dishonest imputation of the French Canadian 
leaders, that the Association is composed of anti
rcformcrs, and supporters of official abuses, has been 
for ever put at rest by a distinct and open avmval 
of our principles, and the true character of the 
struggle as between feudalism and rational liberty
domination and equal rights-French Canadian na
tionalité and the spirit of universal liberty, is knovm 
and apprcciatcd thronghout North America. 

"The peculiar position of the men of British and 
Irish origin, though surrounded by difficultics, must 
not ~ive risc to dcspondency. A confident reliance 
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upon the jus ti ce of their cause, and the energies of Cha p. 
the race to which they be long, must animate them xxxvn. 
to resistance against oppression, and will yet crmYn ~ 
thcir efforts with success. But, watchfulncss and .. · 
action are required, and a more intimate con~ 
nexion with their brethren throughout this Province 
and in Upper Canada; to effect which important 
object, they carne tly rccommend that delegates 
fi·om aH the constitntional societies in this Pro-
vince assemble in Congress, to deliberatc upon 
our situation, and to devise the best and speedicst 
mcans of political emancipation ; and considering the 
identity of interests between the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada and the constitutionalists of this Province, 
that urgent representations be made to them, by 
mcans of deputies or otherwise, for that aid which 
will accelera te the overthrow of a hateful domination. 

"AU which is, ncvcrthclcss, respectfully submitted. 
"H. DYER, 

" Chairman, General Committee." 

Montreal, December 5th, 1835. 
'l'he following Resolutions wcre adoptcd by the Mectiug: 
Moved by Adam Ferrie, seconded by James Brown-
1. Resolved, That the Report now read be receivcd and adopted 

by this Association. 
Moved by Johu Boston, seconded by Henry Corse-
2. Resolved, That the Report of the Committee appointed at the 

meeting of the General Committee, held on the 28th Novcmber 
last, for the purpose of altering and amending the Rules and 
Regulations of this Association, as now rcad, be received and 
aclopted. 

:à-Ioved by T. A Begly, secondecl by John Joncs. 
3. That this Association do now proceed in conformity to the 

Rules and Regulations, to the election of a General Committce for 
the cnsuing year. 

Moved by J. Holmes, seconded by J. Shrimpton-
4. Resolved-That the threatening aspect of public affairs in 

this Province, leaves the enlightened and inclepcndcnt, of what
ever origin, among the population, no alternative between vigorous 
action and humble submission, and as the latter is not to be thought 
of, that means to insure greater efficiencies of action be taken, and 
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Chap. This was followcù up, in January, by an Addrcss 
xxxvu. from the same body :-
---.---.-
1836. " TO TUE INHABITANTS OF BRITISII .AMERICA. 

'' FELLOW Cou.~: ... TP.YMEN,-\Vhen an industrious 
population, after years of sufl:'er.ing, are arousecl to u 
sense of danger, by rencwed attacks upon thcir rights 
and liberties, an appeal to thosc of kindred blood, 
animated by the same spirit, and allied by a comnm
nion of interests, can excite no surprise, and rcquircs 
no justification. 

''Long and patiently have the population of British 
and irish descent in Lowrr Canada endurcd cvils of 
no ordinary description, rclying on the interposition 

that it be an instruction to the Executive Committee to adopt such 
· mensures as they may dcem fit, for the assembling in Congress, at 

some central point, deputies from the varions Constitutioual Soei
ctics in this Proyince, and from our fellow-subjects in the Sister 
Colonies. 

Moved by G. Auldjo, seconded by J. P. Sexton-
5. Resolved, That the assumption by Louis Joseph Papineau of 

the eharacter of a representative of the West Ward of the city of 
Montreal, is eontrarv to the law of this land; and is a gross viola
tion of the electors of that ward ; and that su ch assumption is the 
more strongly to be denounced a!:l proceediag from an individunl 
whose avowed principlcs are dircctly hostile to the political auà 
commercial interc:;ts of His .Majesty's subjccts in thi:; Province of 
British and Irish origin, and dangerou:; to the peace and prospcrity, 
not only of Lower Canada, but of all the British possessions in 
North America. 

:Moveù by II. Griffin, seconded by John Molson, Jun.-
6. ResolYed-Thatthi!:! Association view with surprisethemani

fest opposition by the popular branch of the Legislature of this 
Provin0e, against every u.dvance made by inùiviùuals calculatcd 
for the improvement of the Province, und particularly of the Dis
trict of :Montreal. In the present Session, we bave already wit
nessed the extraordinary inconsistency of the Speaker and his 
followers, exercised expressly to clefeat the Railroad application 
for tLi::; District, by which a barrier i intentionally ereetcd to the 
employment of emigrants, forcing them to the necessity of seeking 
a home elsewhcre, and whereby these Provinces would mainly be 
enabled to compete with the rapid striùes ma1..'ing by our neigh
bors, which cre long, (unless counteracted by the march of im
provcmcnt on our part) must prove ruinous to oursclvcs individu
ally, and to our rising commercial interests. 
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of the Imperial Govcrnment for relief; deceivcd in Cha p. 
the fondly cherished trust, they are impcllcd to seek, xxxvii. 
from thcir own energies, that protection w hich has ~ 
been \vithheld by the power on whose justice they 
rcposcd. 

" For half a century they haYe been subjccted to 
the domination of a party, whose policy bas bcen to 
rctain the distinguishing attributcs of a foreign race, 
and to crush in others thut spirit of cnterprisc \Yhich 
they arc unable or unwilling to crnulate. During 
that period, a population descended from the same 
stock with ourselves, have covered a continent with 
the smiling monuments of their agricultural industry; 
Upper Canada and the United States bear ample 
testimony of the flood ti de of prosperity, the rcsult of 
unresisted enterprise and of equitable laws, which 
has rewarded thcir efforts. Lower Canada, where 
another race predominates, presents a solitary ex
ception to this general march of improvement. The re, 
surroundcd by forests inviting the industry of mau, 
and offcring a rich reward to his labour, an illitcrate 
people, opposed to improvements, have comprcssed 
their growing numbcrs almost within the boundaries 
of the original settlements, and present in thcir laws, 
thcir mode of agriculture, and peculiar customs, a 
not unfaithful picture of France in the seventeenth 
century. Thcre also may be witnessed the humiliat
ing spectacle of a rural population not unfrequently 
nece sitated to implore cleemosynary relief from the 
Legislature of the country. 

"It were incredible to suppose that a minority, 
constituting nearly one-third of the en tire population, 
imbued with the same ardour for improvcmcnt that 
honorably distinguishes thcir race throughout the 
North American continent, and possessing the un
disputed control of aU the great interests of the 
colony, would resign themsclves to the benumbing 
sway of a majority differing from them so essentially 
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Chap. on all important points, whilst any mode of dcliver
xxxvn. ance was open to their choice. Nor would supine
~ ness or indifference on their part, produce a con·cs-

. ponding change in their opponents, or mitigate the 
relcntless persecution with which they have been 
visited. The deep rooted hostility excited by the 
French leaders against those of different origin, which 
has led to the perpetration of outrages on persons and 
property, and destroyed confidence in juries, who 
have been taught to regard us as their foes, bas ex
tended its pernicious influence beyond the limits of 
Lower Canada. Upper Canada, repulsed in her cn
deavours to open a direct channel of communication 
to the sea, bas been driven to cultivate commercial 
relations with the United States, wh ose policy is more 
congenial with her O\Yn. Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick will learn, with indignant surprise, that 
the destruction of their most important interests is 
countenanced and supported by the Assembly of 
this Province. 

" A French majority in one Province bas caused 
these accumulated evils-a British majority in the 
United Provinces will compcl their removal. 

''If it be the desire of the French Canadians to 
isolate themselves from the other subjects of the Em
pire, by cherishing the language and manners of a 
country which stands to them in the relation of a 
foreign power, the effecis of such a prejudice will 
chiefly be felt by themselves, and may be left for 
correction to the band of time ; but when national 
feeling is exhausted in an active opposition to the 
general interests of the British American Provinces, 
when immigration is checked, the settlement of the 
country retarded, and the interests of commerce sac
rificed, to the visionary schemes of establishing a 
French power ; it becomes the solemn duty of the 
entire British population to resist proceedings so 
pregnant with evil. Let it not be said that a million 
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of frecmen permittcd their rights to be invaded, and Chap their on ward course impeded, by a faction which al- xx:x:vn. ready recoils in alarm from the contest it has rashly ~ provoked. 
'' Connected as are the Provinces ofBritish America 

by a chain of Ri vers and Lakes, affording the means 
of creating an uninterrupted water communication 
between their extremities, at a small expense; pos
sessing within themselves the elements of an exten
sive trade by the interchange of those products which 
are peculiar to each, and forming parts of the same 
Empire, they have the undoubted right to require 
that these advantages shall not be sacrificed by the 
inertness or the mistaken policy of any one state ; 
more especially when, as in the case of Lower Canada, 
that state, from geographical position, exercises a 
preponderating influence on the prosperity of all. 

" The facts which have been made public in two 
Addresses, emanating from the Association, conclu
sively establish, the want of education among the 
French population, their subserviency to their politi
calleaders, and the hostility of those leaders to the 
population of British and Irish descent. Many addi
tional illustrations of their hostile policy might be 
adduced. 

" At a time when men of ali political parties in 
the Sis ter Province are united in opposing the con
templated change in the timber duties, the Assembly 
of this Province, far from lending their assistance, 
have countenanced the attack, by recognizing as their Agent in England, an individual who is distinguished 
by his advocacy of the Baltic interests, and his active 
opposition to the Colonial trade. To aid in the prose
cution of this design, they have not scrupled to ap
propriatc a part of the Provincial funds, ( obtained 
under the pretext of defraying their contingent ex
penses,) to re ;v.ard their Agent, and to circulate 
through the British press, statements that are calcu-

M 
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Ohap. lated to mislead the public mind; thus gratifying 
xxxvn. their national animosity, by lending a willing aid to 
..__....,.._ ruin the shiuping and mercantile interests of the 
1836 B .. hA l= p . d . h . fl · nt1s ruencan rov1nccs, an preventmg t e m ux 

of immigrants from the British Isles, who are brought 
to the Colonies, at a trifling cost, by the vessels en
gaged in the tim ber trade. 

" Upper Canada is honorably distinguished for 
works completed and in progress, remarkable for 
their magnitude and for the extensiveness of their 
destined utility. , The St. Lawrence canal, at this 
moment in active progress, will complete an uninter
rupted navigation for vcssels of considerable burclen 
from the upper Lakcs to the linc dividing that Pro
vince from Lovver Canada; but at that point, the 
spirit of English enterprize encounters the influence 
of French domination ; the vast designs of rendering 
the remotest of the inland seas accessible to vcssels 
from the ocean, is there frustrated by the anti-com
mercial policy of the French leaders ; we look in vain 
to their proceedings for any manifestation of a desire 
to co-opcrate in the great work of public improve
ment, which animatcs, as with one spirit, the entire 
North American population of British descent; nor 
is their adverse disposition less visible in their oppo
sition to other important designs ; they either refuse 
to grant charters to carry into effect works of acknow
ledged public utility, or, wh en after repeated and 
earnest applications, charters arc obtained, they are 
clogged with restrictions of an unusual character, in 
the hope of rendering them inopcrativc. 

"In all new countries the deficiency of capital 
provcs a serions impediment to the cxertions of the 
enterprising and industrious, and it would be among 
the first duties of a wise Legislature to invite the in
troduction of foreign capital, by the adoption of an 
?qui table system oflaw, that would inspire confidence 
In personal and landed securities. In Lower Canada, 



îrom the absence of offices for the registra ti on of real Cha p. 
estate, and fi·om the system of secret and general :uxvu. 
mortgages, not only is foreign capital exclnded, but ~ 
the Colony is impoverished by the withdrawal of · 
funds for profitable and secure investment in other 
countries. In tracing the motive of resistance to a 
measure that more than any othcr vmuld advance 
the public welfare, we again encounter the pernicious 
influence of French exclusiveness. A general dis-
trust of the titles and securities of landed cstate is 
suffered to exist, in order to prevent the acquisition 
of real property by emigrants from the British Isles. 

" ~Chis spirit of exclusiveness, which betrays itself 
in aU the proceedings of the Assembly, disfigures 
even those measures which, it might reasonably be 
expectcc, wonld inspire sentiments of a more lofty 
and gene o ,1s nature. Although the British Act of 
the l +. l (xco. III, which confirmed the right of the 
Fr ·nch Ubrgy to tithes, declared, most probably for 
that very reason, that the religions communities should 
not hold estates. They continue in the nndisturbed 
possession of tracts of land, cxceeding fiftecn hundred 
square miles in extent, besicles possessing property 
of great value in Quebec, J\.1ontreal, and elsewhere. 
In addition to the revenues derived from these pos
sessions, the Assembly annually appropriate large 
sums of money out of the Provincial reYenues for the 
support of those communities, and for the establish
ment of institutions rigidly and exclusive! y French, 
whilst to other institutions on a liberal foundation, 
affording relief to ali, without distinction of origin or 
creed, a fair participation of legislative aid bas been 
refused. 

"It is, to 'the great body of the people' thus char
acterised, that His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, 
the Representative of a British King, and the head of 
the Com~:nission deputed to enqui ·e into our corn
plaints, has dcclared that ali fhtw·e appointments to 

ffice shall be made acceptable. 
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Chap. "A Legislative Oounci1 constituted on such a prin~ 
mvrr. ciple, would be but a countcrp}"trt of the Assembly; 
...__...,.._...! it might, and no doubt would, relieve the Executive 

836· fi h d' f . . h "ll l . ·om t e o 1um o sanctwmng t e 1 ega appropna-
tion of a part of the Provincial revenues, by the mere 
vote of the Assembly ; but it would not prevent the 
same misapplication of the public funds being etl'ected 
by bill, which is now accomplished by an Address to 
the head of the administration. 

"A Government thus conducted would forfeit ail 
title to our confidence, would be regarded but as an 
instrument to se cure the domination of a party, and 
the brief period of its duration would be marked by 
scenes of outrage, and by difficulties of no ordinary 
description. 

"The French leaders, if we are to credit their 
reiterated assertions, entertain an attachment so deep, 
so absorbing, for elective institntions, that they would 
at once confer that important privilege to its fullest 
extent, without reference to previous habits, educa
tion, or political dissensions. How much of this ar
dour may have been called forth by a desire to estab
lish French ascendancy, and to depress British in
terests, may fairly be deduced from a review of their 
past proceedings. Without discussing the question 
of elective institutions, which, it is obvions, cnnnot 
be introduced to the extent dcmanded by the Assem
bly, un der the existing poli ti cal relations of the 
colon y, which relations we are resolu te to main tain, 
we distinctly aver, that we are not influenced by idle 
apprehensions of a Government of the people and for 
the people; but it must be emphatically a Govern
ment of 'the people,' truly representcd, and not a 
French faction ; the Government of an educatccl and 
independent race, attachcd to the principlcs of civil 
and religions liberty, and not that of an uninformed 
population, striving for domination, and sceking to 
perpetuate in America, the ins it tions of feudal 
Europe. 
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"'.ro the people of the Sister Colonies we appeal, Chnp. 
earnestly recommending the adoption of measures xxxvrr 
for asscmbling at sorne central point, a Congrcss of; 
Deputics from ail the Provinces of British North · 
America. A British American Congress, posscssing 
strength from union, and wisdom from counsel, by 
the irresistible weight of its moral influence, would 
supersede those other remediai measurcs which are 
the last resource of an insulted and oppresscd com
munity. On it would devolve the solemn duty 
calmly to deliberate on ali matters afiecting the corn-
mon weal, and firmly to resist all attempts to invade 
t~e rights, or impair the interests of the United Pro
vmces. 

" In submitting a brief recapitulation of the ob
jects of the Constitutional Association, it may not be 
misplaced to offer a few observations explanatory of 
the position of parties in Lower Oanada, and of the 
sentiments of the British population towards their 
fellow-subjects of French origin. 

"The moral guilt of exciting national hostility un
doubtedly rcsts with the French leaders, who alone 
benefit by the distracted state of the country; but 
the facility with which the French peasantry have 
received these impressions, and the unanimity with 
which they support the aggressive policy of their 
leaders, render them, although lcss culpable, yet 
equally the determined opponents of our rights and 
liberties. Unhappily their want of education prevents 
a direct appeal being made, through the press, to 
thcir judgmcnt; but those of their countrymen who 
are not blinded by the infatuation of party, who 
possess education to comprehend, and opportunity to 
make known, the sentiments of the British popula
tion, may be led to reflect upon the consequences 
that must result from their present dclusion. Should 
the admonition be disrcgarded, on them let the re
sponsibility rest. 

'' The Province of Lower Canada, whether re-



Ohap. gardcd as a part of the British Empire or of the great 
xxxvu. North American family, is evidently ù.estined tore
~ ceivc the impress of national charactcr from those 
1836· States Ly which she is surrounded. An obstinate 

rejcction of all measures, having for thcir aim the 
gradual removal of those peculiaritics which distin
guish the population of French origin, may retard, 
for a time, an inevitable event, but will certainl:y 
hasten the introduction of changes of a more abrupt 
and decisive character. 

"A dispassionate examination of the changes rc
quired by the British population, will satisfy ali un
prejudiced men, that they are adaptcd to the general 
interests of society, are liberal and comprehensive in 
their character, and unconnected with party objccts. 

" To relieve landed estate from the servitudes and 
exactions of feudal law. 

" To introduce Registry Offices and put an end to 
the iniq uitous frauds that grow out of the present 
system. 

"To promote works of public··improvemcnt. 
" To encourage agriculture and protect commerce. 
" To recognize- au equality of rights among ali 

classes. 
" To rcsist the d.ominatioH of sect or party, and to 

estaLlish a general system of education, divestcd of 
sectarian tests. 

" These are our objects and our demands; they 
arc based on truth, arc es~cntial to national pros
pcrity and to individual security ; they admit of no 
compromise, 'and from than wc will not recede. 

" The threatening aspect of the times (kmnnùs 
action ; neuh·ality, the usual resource of ordinary 
minds, will not be attended by an imrP~mit;' from 
danger; it must remain with the populatiL qf Vtench 
origin to decide, whetber, hy continuing to support 
the leaders they have hitherto selected, they are to 
be regarded as hostile to our just daims, or, by 
uniting with their fellow-subjects of Britis~ .ori~in, 
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they will compel the introduction of salutary reforms, Ohap. 
consign to thcir native insignificance the few indivi- xxxvu. 
duals who alone profit by the present system of mis-~6 1 d b d. . . . d' d 183 . rue, an y repu 1atmg anc1ent preJU lees an 
exclusive pretcnsions, place themselves in accordance 
with the spirit of the age. 

" To us, it is in one respect, a matter of inùiffcr
cncc what their decision may be. The principlcs wc 
espçmsc arc iùentificd 'vith the happiness of the 
hnman race; they have ta ken root with our ]an D'nage 
in all quartcrs of the globe, and whcrcvcr that lan
guage is spoken, tb cre shall we mect encouragement, 
and thence shall wc derive force. 

" Although Lower Canada presents the strange 
spectacle of a British Govcrnment bestovring its con
fidence on men who have openly avowcd their hos
tility to England, and thcir desire to effcct a separa
tion from the Empire ; although by the contrivance 
of that Govcrnment, the Provincial fhnds have becn 
illegally applicd to rewanl French agitators, to sup
port French journals, and to pa y French agents; yet 
do we feel the proud conviction that the energies of 
llritons ·will rise supcrior to the cmcrgency, and that 
despite an unnatural coalition, the banncrs of our 
c?nntry will continue to wave ovcr a British Pro
vince. 

" The voice of snpplication bas been unhccded 
amidst the insolent clamours of faction. United 
British America, assuming an attitude alike removed 
ti·om menace or from fear, will proclaim ber wrongs, 
assert ber rights, and claim from the Imperial Par
liament that interposition, wbich shaH rcmove exist
ing grounds of complaint, and carry with it a suffi
cient guarantee against future aggrcssions. 

" By order of the Executive Committee of the 
l\iontreal Constitutional Association. 

"\VrLLIA.M RoBERTsON, Chairman. 
"J. GuTHRIE ScoTT, Secretary. 

":Montreal, January, 1836." 
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Chap Contemporaneously with the above appeared also 
xx.nn. the following report of "The Que bec Constitutional 
~ Association," as follows :-

"The Executive Comrnittee of the Quebec Consti-
tutional Association, to whom was referred, on the 
28th November last, the resolution of the General 
Meeting of the members of the Association, and 
signers of the petitions presented to His Majesty and 
both Houses of Parliament, for the purpose of report
ing resolutions on the present state of public affairs, 
as regards the complaints contained in said petitions, 

"REPORT: 
" That at a meeting of the Executive Committee, 

held on the lOth December last, Messrs. Aylwin, 
Duval, Neilson, Pemberton and Stuart were ap
pointed a Sub-Committee on the said resolutions. 

''On the 22nd December, a draft of a proposed 
Report was read at a meeting of the Executive Com
mittee, and left on the table for the consideration of 
the members, but not reported till the 5th instant, 
at a meeting specially called to take the Report into 
consideration. The meeting, after receiving, reading 
and discussing the Report, adjourned to the follow
ing day, at 3 o'clock, P. M., and ordered ali the 
members to be again notified of the adjournment. 

"At this meeting, the Report and resolutions, 
with sorne amendments, were finally agreed to, and 
it was ordered to be printed and distributed, and a 
general meeting of the Association and Signers of 
the petitions to be called for Thursday, the 2lst in
stant, to which meeting the said Report and resolu
tions, as subjoined, are now respectfully submitted. 

" A. STUART, Chairman. 
"T. C. AYLWIN, Acting Secretary. 

"Committee Rooms, No. 13, St. Lewis Street. 
"The Sub-Comrnittee to whom was referred the 

resolve of the general meeting of the Quebec Con-

1 
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stitutional Association and the signers of the peti- Chap. 
tions to His ~Iajesty and both Houses of the Imperial xxxvn. 
Parliament, praying for justice, and protection in .._...,._.. 
h . . h B .. h l' h' h l d ù 1836· t e1r ng ts as ntls su )jects ; w 1c reso ve, ate 

28th November last, requested the Executive Com
mittee 'to prepare Resolutions on the present state 
of public affairs, as regards the corn plaints containeù 
in thcir petitions,' 

"REPORT: 

" That they have bestowed on the said reference 
that serions consideration which is due from ali those 
entrm,ted by their fellow-citizens with the perform
ance of a public duty, but more particularly when 
their rights and liberties are concerncd, and they 
have made a constitutional appeal to the supreme 
authorities of the Empire for justice. 

" The complaints of the Petitioners as set sorth in 
their petitions, are :-

" lst.-That they are ùeprived of a fair and equit
able representation in the Provincial Assembly : 

"2nd.-That the powers of the Assembly, under 
the Act of the British Parliament, by which it is 
constituted, as one of the three branches of the Pro
vincial Legislature, have been exercised to the injury 
of the Petitioners, and the disturbance of the quiet 
and prosperity of the Province: 

"3rd.-That the increased powers improvidently 
conceded to the Assembly by the British Parliament 
have been abuse cl, for the avowed pm·pose of subvert
ing the Constitution of the Government as cstablishcd 
by the said Act, and for the subjugation of the Peti
tioners to ' arbitrary. rule and control, through the 
instrumentality of a rnajority acting and held toge
ther under the impulses of national prejudices and 
feelings: 

"4th.-That in consequence of the proceedings of 
the Assembly in furtherance of the saiù ends, the 

)12 
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Chap. property of the Petitioncrs and the rewards of labor 
xxxvii. and industry have diminished in value by the de
---.--- crease of public confidence in their security, aud the 
1836· . f . b h'l fi ·, l . d contmuance o varwus a uses, w 1 e unus ( enve 

from permanent taxes, levied for the public 1scs, as 
may be directed by la;w, arc pledged by the Asscm
bly in furtherance of thcir aforesaid ends: 

'' 5th.-That the Judges are held in astate of an
nuai dependence on the Assembly for their subsist
ence, while the Administration of Justice and the 
Judiciary system, as regulated in 1794, is becomc 
insufficient, and in many cases entailing ruinons ex
penses, amounting to ~ deniai of justice : 

"6th.-'fhat Ilis ~1ajesty's Executive Council for 
the affairs of the Province, both as respects the 
number and composition of its mcmbcrs, is inefficient 
for the purposes of its institution: 

" 7 th.-'fhat propcr regulations onght to be adopt
ed by the Crown in the excrcise of its prerogative of 
calling to scats in the Legislative Council, so as to 
ensure the selection of full y qualified persons. 

" The Sub-Committee have not been able to dis
cover that any relief has bccn afforded to the Peti
tioners on any o:f the foregoing heads of comp1aint. 

"A Commission has indecd been appointed L>y His 
Majesty, to inquire into alleged grievances in the 
administration of the local Govermnent, and this in
qujry embraces the complaints of the Petitioncrs. 
The Commission, consisting of three persons, arrived 
at Qucbec, the 23rd August last. 

"On the 9th of Octobcr, the Executive Committce 
applied to the Commission, through its Secretary, 
expressing their readiness to support the petitions to 
His l\Iajcsty and both Houses of Parliament. The 
resolutions of the Committee and answcr of the Com
mission~rs, date : 12 h Oct )l,er, have been pnh'i, hed, 
and may be r- fèrrctl to. On the 15th ücccmLcr 
instant, a letter from the Secretary was receiYerl, 



275 

stating the readiness of the Commiisioners to receive Chap. 
information, and listen to representations on the part xxxvu. 
of the Association, which has led to the first examin-~ 
ation of two deputations of the Executive Commit- · 
tee on the 23rd instant. 

'' "\Vith the measure of sen ding out a Commission 
of en quiry, was connected a change of the person 
entrusted by His Majesty with the chief Government 
of the Province, and the new Governor was placed at 
the head of the Commission. 

"The speech delivered by His Excellency at the 
opening of the Provincial Legislature on the 27 th of 
October last, may be referred to, as indicating the 
views of the British Government on the state of 
aff airs in this Province. 

" This speech affords sufficient evidence that the 
King's Ministers were desirons of conciliating the 
majority of the House of Assembly and its leaders, 
upon whose conduct is founded the five first and 
principal heads of complaint on the part of the Peti

tioners as before stated. 
"The only concession to the Assembly announced 

in this speech, beyond those contained in the despatch 
of His :l\1ajesty's Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, dated 7th July, 1831, which, 
being in answer to an Address of the Assembly of the 
16th MarcL, 1831, was laid before that body on the 
18th November following, seems to be, the surrender 
of ail the net proceeds of the revenue of the Crown 
arising 'fi·om any sources in the Province;' on con
dition that the management of these sources of 
revenue should be 'reserved to officers of the Crown, 
and that a provision should be made for the support 
of the Executive Go 'ernment, and for the salaries of 
the Judges, by an adequate Civil List.' 

" The manner in which this new concession may 
affect the Petitioners, through the po·wcr of the House 
of Assembly, in which they are not represented, wilJ 
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Ohap. depend greatly on the conditions which may be an
xxxvii. nexed to the proposed surrender. On this subject it 
.._..,..._.., is stated in the speech, that the Commissioners are to 
1836. . d Hi M . t ' G enqmre an report to s aJeS y s overnrnent, 

and His Excellency expresses a hope that he will be 
able to submit to the Assembly ' proposais in a session 
to be holden in the ensuing year.' 

" The Sub-Committee beg leave to observe that it 
would appear from declarations, severa! times re
peated, in the speech, that it is not intended to con
fine the duties of the Commissioners to mere en quiry; 
but that they are to come to 'impartial and weil 
weighcd conclusions,' which they 'will state with an 
earnestness of purpose, calculated to give additional 
force to the authority which they ought to derive 
from having be en deemed worth y so grave a charge.' 

"The declaration contained in the speech against 
incompatible offices, is, in part, conforrnable to a 
bill passed by both Houses of the Provincial Legisla
ture, and reserved for the ~gnification of His Majes
ty's pleasure thereon. This declaration seems to 
have been acted upon in respect to certain offi.cers 
having seats in the Executive Council. Tm·ee of the 
four acting Executive Councillors, resident at Que
bec, are stated to have expressed a wish to resign their 
seats in that body. This result is tantamount to its 
annihilation. Indeed, it is generally understood that 
this body had long ceased to act as the advisers of 
the Governors in matters of state. The object of the 
Petitioners, in respect to the Executive Council can, 
however, only be attained by its being re-constituted, 
so asto forma body of able and well-informed indi
viduals, aiding by its local knowledge and advice, 
the Executive authority, and thereby enabling it to 
proceed with 'sound discretion, uniforrnity, consis
tency and system.' 

" While His Excellency repeats the disclaimer 
contained in the despatch of 7th July, 1831, on the 
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part of His Majesty and the British people, of ail Chap. 
distinctions from difference of national origin in the xxxvu. 
exercise of the Royal prerogative of appointing to ~ 
office in the Province, he distinctly acknowledges 1836· 
the existence of two parties therein, based on these 
distinctions. It is to this source that the petitioners 
trace their principal complaints. It is against the 
grasping and insatiable greediness and ambition of 
the leaders of the party of French origin in the House 
of Assembly, and on their spirit of unjust domination 
over those of different national origins, so repeatedly 
exemplified in their acts and public declarations, 
that the petitioners have been compelled to appeal 
to their Sovereign for protection, and to co-operate 
in the support of their rights and liberties. 

"It would be a subject of sincere congratulation 
to the Sub-Committee could they perceive that this 
spirit is abated ; that whatever may be the national 
peculiarities of language, religion and usages among 
His Majesty's subjects in this Province, they were all 
fully sensible of their duty to cultivate peace and 
good understanding with each ofher, by mutual tolera
tion, an inviolable regard for the established rights of 
all, and an active co-operation for the common wei
fare. 

" The established Constitution ought indeed to 
promote such a state of feeling and conduct. The 
population of French extraction, forming a majority 
of the electors, are secured by it against ali changes 
in their present condition, and in the laws, institu
tions and usages peculiar to them, as no such change 
can be effected without the consent of representa
tives chosen by themselves ; and the legal rights, 
liberties and privileges which are dear to the popula
tion of other origins, cannot be subverted without the 
consent of two other branches of the Legislature, 
who are, or ought to be, independent of the repre
sentative branch. 
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Chap. "The Sub-Committee is, however, sorry to have 
xxxvn. to state, that a majority of French origin in the pre
.._,..._. sent session of the llo use of . Assembly, ami dst pro-
1836' .l' • f l . . ll h h b . 1Csswns o equa JUStice to a , as s own, y lts acts, 

that it continues in its disposition to subjugate those 
of ali other origins to its mere will and pleasure, or 
that of the distinct national origin to which it owes 
its existence. Not contented with its former attacks 
on the Constitutional Act, to which it had so often 
and so recently professed its entire devotion,-not 
contented with having employed, for several years 
past, the increased power confided toit by the British 
Government and Parliament, on the faith of these 
protestations, to effect the destruction of the Consti
tution, the annihilation of a co-ordinate branch of 
the Legislature and of ali efficient executive authority 
within the Province, derived from His Iviajesty,-it 
has now unequivocally proclaimed its intention to 
perpetuatc its exclusive power by the establishment 
of a pretended pure Democracy, deriving its exist
ence from a majority of elcctors of a particular na
tional origin only, and liable to no check but the 
will of that majority, notoriously influenced by means 
of excited national feelings and prejudices. 

"If the Sub-Committce could entirely confiùe in 
what ought to be the result of the declaration con
tained in His Excelleney' s speech at the opening of 
the present session of the Legislature, viz. : ' That a 
Governmcnt of which consistcncy and good faith are 
the main elements of power, will not fail to main tain 
the spù·it of that Constitution which has been long 
held out as a boon to the natives of the Province and 
an inducement to the settlers who have embarked in 
it their enterprise, their wet lth, and their hopes of 
individual happiness,' -the petitioners might pursue 
their wonted and high1y uscfLù avocations, in pcace 
and security, regardless of the efforts of the tm·bu
lent and unprincipled characters by whom they have 



279 

so lo~g been di~turbed ; but the Committee cai:r;tot Chap. 
perce1ve, by reference t,) the conduct of the Bnt1sh xn.'YII. 
Government and Parliament in regard to this Pro-~ 
'ince for several years past, that charactcr of firm... 1836· 

ness and decision which, supported by knowledge, 
justice and strength, are the foundation and pre
servcrs of empire and public security. Neither can 
they perceive, in some recent proeeedings of the 
executive authority here, a conformity with the 
spirit or even the letter of the British Constitution 
and the Act of the British Parliament providing for 
the better government of this Province. 

" ~he means of more cffcctually operating against 
the pctitioners and the authority of the Empire as 
lawfully existing in this Province, ha v · la tel y been 
afforded to those of whose attempts they have com-

~e~1- plained in their humble petitions to His Majesty and 
·nu. both IIouses of Parliament. An amount cqual to 
~ about one-fifth of the whole annual revenue of the 
i~ m Province levied under permanent laws, paid in great 

part by the petitioners, and deposit~d with the exe
cutive authority to be applied to the public uses of 
the Province 'in such marmer only as shall be direct
ed by any law or laws which may be made by His 
:Majesty, his heirs and successors, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 
Assembly of the said Province,' (Vide Act British 
Parliament, 31 Geo. III, cap. 31, sec. 47,) has been 
yieldcd up to the national majority beforc menti,onecl 
and is now used, in part, by its leaders and their 
agents in forwarding its illegal, anti-constitutional, 
aud dominecring projccts, both in the Colonies and 
in Eno-land. 

" The Sub-Committee is sorry to have to add, that 
this open disregard of the law has been resorted to 
by the executive authority under a public a d mani
fest threat, acted on by the House of Assembly at its 
last session~ of not proceeding with the public busi-
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Chap. ness unless the Governor advanced to that body ali 
xxxvn. the moncy that it chose to demand, to be applied to 
~ such pm·poses as it saw fit; and this after it had pub-

1836· licly pledged the funds of the Province to illegal 
purposes, and had long neglected, and finally form
ally refused to make good, according to its promise, 
advances formerly made, an amount of which, ex
ceeding seventy thousand pounds, still remains un
covered, and has been included in the amount which 
the Governors are accused by the Assembly of hav-
ing spent without authority of law. . 

" This palpable injustice and breach of faith on the 
part of the Assembly cannot be more offensive to 
every upright and honorable mind than the sacrifice 
which it implies of a principle essential to the exist
ence of free governmcnt, by those who are the natu
ral guardians of the public funds, to the end that they 
may be applied only under the authority of law. 

"Upon the whole matter referred, the Sub-Com
mittee is of opinion that in the present state of pub
lic affairs as regards the complaints of the petitioners, 
there is nothing that authorizes a relaxation of vigil
ance ; but rather, w hile they continue to respect and 
bcstow proper confidence in public authorities dc
rivcd from His :Majesty, the petitioners ought to lose 
no time in acting more in concert, and, being thrown 
chicfly on their own resources, they ought to come 
to an understanding as to the means which they can 
most effectually employ to maintain their rights as 
British subjects under the established Constitution ; 
thus asserting their daim to the high character of 
thcir ancestors, and of the great majority of th~ peo
ple who inhabit the northern parts of this continent. 
For these purposes the Sub-Committee conceive that 
it would be expedient that the pctitioners, through
out the whole Province, by means of persons selected 
from among themselves, should consult together, in 
the view of giving effect to their petitions, and cn
snrinp: the permanency of their connexion with the 
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Mother Country under Constitutional Government, Chap. 
and the general quiet, prosperity, and happincss of xxxvii. 
this important part of the British North American '7 Colonies. 1 

36 
" The Sub-Committee most respectfully submit 

the following Resolutions, with a view to their being 
reported to a General Meeting, should they be con
curred in by the Executive Committee :-

" lst.-Resolved that this meeting has seen with 
regret that no remedy has hitherto been afforded to 
the evils of which they complained in their humble 
petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the 
Imperial Parliament, presented at the last session 
thereof. 

"2nd.-That they have seen with extreme regret, 
that since the presenting of tbese petitions additional 
means of injuring them have been afforded to those 
of whom they complained, and that these means, 
derived in great part from the petitioners, are now 
avowedly employed for the purpose of subjugating 
the persons, property, and freedom of the petition ers 
to the mere will and pleasure of a power derived fi.·om 
a majority of one distinct portion of the population 
only, proclaiming its ' French origin' by solemn re
solves of its Representatives, and manifestly held 
together by feelings and prejudices averse to other 
origins, and acted upon by ambitions and self-in
terested individuals. 

"3rd.-That the Executive Committee be re
quested to take measures with a view to the assem
bling of a Select General Committee of the petitioners, 
at sorne place to be agreed upon, to consult on such 
ulterior measures as may then seem most advisable to 
the said General Committee, in support of their peti
tions ; and for the security of all the rights and liber
tics, civil and religions, which the inhabitants of ail 
classes and denominations in this Province now en
joy, or of right are entitled to. 
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Chap. "4th.-That the said Select Committee consist of 
:x:xxvn. one member fur each County, City, Town or Borough 
._._,_...,in the Province, and that the persons so selected be 

1836. d . d d . ffi . .1 • 1 a mltte on pro ucmg su c1ent creuentlats. 
" 5th.-That the time, mode and places of selection 

of the mcmbcrs of the General Committec be <leter
mineù by the Executive Co:nmittce, in concert with 
the :Montreal Commi ttee, and that the same be pub
lidy notified at least two months bcforc the day 
fixeù for meeting. 

" Gth.-That the day and place of meeting of the 
General Committee he fixed in the samc man11er, and 
that at least one month's notice be given of the time 
and place of meeting. 

"7th.-That Vigil mee Committees of the peti
tioners, to consist of threc residents, be appointed for 
each vVanl within the City of Que bec, to reccive sig
natures to the Declaration, and to entPr in a book, 
by streets, a list of the names, surnames, additions, 
and residences of the members and signcrs of the 
petitions within each vV ard; the chairman and mem
bers of which Committccs shall rcspectively keep a 
copy of such lists, and transmit a duplicatc to the 
Executive Committee. 

"8th.-That the nnavoidable disbursemcnts of 
Raid Vigilance Committee be allowed by the Execu
tive Committee. 

'' 9th.-Th at the appoin tment of Vigilance Commit
tees, for likc purposes, be recommencled to the several 
Branch Associations, and the petitiot ers in cach 
Parish, Township, or detached Scttlement, and that 
the Committee-men, and ali members and signcrs of 
the petitions, kceping in view the sixth objcct of the 
Association, as expresscd in its Declaration, avoid all 
national reflections, altercations, or angry discussion 
with those who diftèr with them in opinion on public 
aifairs, or who are of a different national origin, but 
extend to ali the inhabitants 'of the Province that 
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kindly feeling and toleration which they daim for Chap. 
thcmselves. xxxvu. 

"J. NEILSO.t:r, Chairman Sub-Committce. 
"5th January, 1836." 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Constitutional Association of l\Iontrcal, hel on the 
27th Pebruary, 183G, the following resolutions were 
adopted :-

" Resolved 1.-That the views of His Majesty's 
Govcrnment in relation to the constitutional ques
tions at issue in this Province, as set forth in the ex
tracts from the instructions to His Excellency the 
Earl of Gosford, communicated by the Lieutenant 
Governor of Upper Canada to the Legislature of that 
Province, and the line of policy prescribcd to Sir 
Francis B. Head, with respect to the questions at 
issue in Upper Canada, in so far as the same can be 
rendered applicable to this Province, are calcnlated, 
if honestly carried into effect, to promote the cause 
of good government. 

"Resolvcd 2.-That Constitutionalists arc not dis
posed to shield the malversations of any i1 dividual in 
office ; that they do not sympathize with the hopes 
or the fears of office seekers, and disapprovc of the 
undue importance which has bccn attachçd to this 
subject by the British press generally ; and that they 
will rest satisfied with any appointments to office 
which may be made, provided the cssential qualifi
cations of integrity and ability are properly con
sidcrcd. 

"Resolved 3.-That the population of British or 
Irish descent noticed, with a weil foundcd. apprehen
sion, certain passages in the oBening speech of I-Iis 
Exccllcncy the Earl of Gosford-more especially, the 
eulogy of a system which has becn productive of 
consequences fatal to the pcace and prospcrity of the 
colony-which formcd a prominent subject of corn-

1886. 
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Chap. plaint in the petitions to His Majesty and the Imperial a 
xxxvn· Parliament, and had been rcferred for investigation la 
__...,..._.- to he Commission of Enquiry of which His Excel- tl 
1836

· lcn<'y is the head; and that the recent me3sage ofllis 
Exccllcncy to the Asscmbly, adhering to cYery de
claration made by him on the first meeting of the 
Legislature, as conveying 'the sense in which the 
instructions from His Majesty's Government are un
derstood by thosc who are to execute them,' cannot 
but disturb our confidence in the justice and wisdom 
of those who have departed from the character of 
impartiality, so necessary to the ir station, by avowing 
basty and inaccurate opinions on the matters sub
mitted to their investigation. 

"Resolved 4.-That His Excellency's admiration 
of' the system,' having been founded on the suppo
sition that ' it sustained a dense rural population 
without the existence of any class of poor,' it might 
naturally have bcen expected that the facts made 
known in the address of this Association, and sub
stantiated by the records of the Provincial Legislature, 
shewing that there is in Canada' a class of poor,' for 
whose assistance the provincial funds have been, at 
( ifferent periods, lavishly bestowed, would have in
duced His Exccllency to entertain doubts of the ex
cellence of 'a system,' under which the rural popu
lation have been in many instances reduced to a state 
of pauperism, unknown in other parts of the North 
Amcrican continent, where, happily for the inhabit
ants, a different 'system' prevails. 

"Resolved 5.-That 'the system,' which it bas 
pleascd His Excellency to declare, 'thcre is no 
thought of endeavoring to break up,' consists in the 
sctting apart one-seventh of the township lands for 
the support of a Protestant Clergy; in holding in 
mortmain a large extent of seignioriallands; in the 
establishment and support of French colleges of a 
rigidly exclusive charactcr; in a code oflaw, imposing 
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a tax of eight and one-third percent on every sale of Chap. 
lanùed estate ; in the absence of regi:;try offices, xxxvn. 
thereby creating a general distrust in the titles and ""-Y'-. . f l d d . . h 'l .œ 1836. secunt1es o an ; an 1n vanous ot er ev1 s, auect-
ing the daily transactions of life; depressing industry 
and enterprise ; encouraging and protecting fraud ; 
disturbing the peace of society, and preparing men's 
minds for any) and every effort, to work out their 
deliverance. 

" Resolved 6.-That this Committee deem it in
cumbent on them to declare, that there is not the 
slightest foundation for the assertion so frequently 
made by the French leaders, that the system of law 
in force in this Province, was guaranteed and con
firmed to the French population by the British Gov
ernment in the articles of capitulation and treaty of 
cession; they further declare, that the existence of 
that system is a manifest violation of His Majesty's 
Proclamation in 1763, inviting immigrants from the 
British Isles to make Canada their home, and guaran
teeing to them a system of law in accordance with 
their previous habi[s, and with the spirit of free insti
tutions to which they had he en accustomed; that this 
state of things, so derogatory to British justice, is 
solcly maintained by the intervention of Imperial 
power ; and that the colonists of British and Irish 
descent, if unrestrained by other ties, would speedily 
devise the means of emancipating themselves from 
the galling oppression to which they are subjected 
by the persecuting spirit and exclusive pretensions 
of their French opponents. 

"Resolved 7.-That in the opinion of this Com
mittee, it would be impolitic and unwise for the 
Constitutional party to bestow its confidence or sup
port on His Excellency the Go v ernor in Chief, so 
long as his present linc of policy is adhered to; orto 
iùentify itself with any of th great political pc rties 
i 1 England ; and th at the only pn c cnt or safe co ·sc, 
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Chap. in the present state of affairs, consists in firmly and 
xxxvn. energctically maintaining the objects and demands 
~ rccapi.tu~ated in the reports and addresses of this 

Assocw.twn. 
"Resolved 8.-That the high degree of prosperity 

which 1Jpper Canada has attained, and the compara
tive tranquility she enjoys, whcn contrasted with the 
condition of this Province, conclusively establiah the 
fact, that other and more exciting causes exist, to 
disturb the peacc of this community, than the agita
tion of those constitutional questions commo to both 
Provinces ; that these causes have been clcarly de
fined and set forth in the addresscs of this Associa
tion ; and that the opposition of the French party to 
the salntary refonns demanded in those nddresses, 
is the great cause of the dissensions which disturb 
the peace of society in this Province. 

"Resolved 9.-That the selfish, illiberal, and anti
cornmercial policy of the French leaders, and the 
incrtness of the French population, by witbholding 
co-operation in works of internai improvement, have 
led our brcthren of Upper Canada to look abroad for 
thosc facilities which are denied in the natural chan
nel for thcir tradc,-the Saint Lawrence :-That this 
Association again expresses the earnest hope, that a 
wise po licy will rcpair the error committed in dividing 
the former Province of Quebec, and, by uniting, 
what should never have been disjoined, confer pros
pcrity on this Province, and firmly ally the interests 
ofboth. 

"Resolved 10.-That the project of annexing the 
County of Vaudreuil and the Island of Montreal to 
lipper Canada, would mect with the unqualificd ap
probation of this Association, and would be hailed as 
a. boon only secondary to the union of the twu Pro
VInces. 

"Resolved 11.-That this Association disclaims 
any control over the newspaper press of this city, and 
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is in no respect chargcablc with the opinion it pro- Chap. 
mulgates ; that thi~ announcement is deemed neces- xxxvu. 
sary, to prcvent misconceptions, to correct crrors, 'OOs 
and to give assurance of an undeviating adherence to · 
the principles cnunciatcd in the varions addresses 
and 1eports of this Association. 

"Resolvcd 12.-Thnt thcse Resolutions be pub
lished in the Journals of this city. 

" By order of the Executive Committce, 
"J. GUTHRIE ScoTT, Secretary." 

Another meeting of the Quebec Constitutional 
Association took ple:1ce on the llth Mm·ch, at which 
the following were submitted and appro-ved :-

'' The Sub-Committee appointecl by a Resolve of the 
Executive Committce of the 2nd March instant, 
to consider the present state of public affairs in 
the colon y, as conneétcd with the abjects of the 
Association, and to Report if it be expedient or -
ncecssary to adopt any, and what measures, in 
relation thereto, 

"REPORT: 

" That the Sub-Committce have thouo-ht it proper 
to confine their inquiries into the state of public 
affairs as affecting the abjects of the Association, and 
of the Petitioners, to the principal events and pro
ceedings which have tal-en place sincc the Report 
submitted to the Generall\:'Ieeting of the 21st J anuary 
last. 

" The then state of affairs as aftècting the aforesaid 
objects, is detailed in the Report made to the General 
Annual :Meeting of the 28th November, and in the 
said Report of the 21st January. 

" The subsequent events and proceedings which 
have a material bear.ing on the prospects of the peti
tioners, are: 

" lt:>t. T e continued co-operation of a 1ajority in 
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Cha p. the HousP of Assembly of Upper Canada, in the views 
xxxvu. aud objects entertaineù by the leaders of the ma
~ jority of French origin in Lower Canada. 

· " 2nd. The declarations on the part of His Majes-
ty's Government, contained in that part of the in
structions of the 17th of July, 1835, to the Royal 
Commissioners sent to this Province. 

" 3rd. The recent proceedings of the House of 
Assembly, and more particularly the refusai to vote 
the arrears due for the last three years, for the sup
port of the civil government, and the administration 
of justice in this Province. 

"4th. The proceedings of Constitutional meetings 
of the Petitioners throughout the Province. 

"Y our Committec are aware, that for sorne years 
past there has been an active communication be
tween sorne of the leading members of the Upper 
Canada and Lower Canada Houses of Assembly, par
ticularly since the general election of 1834. It has 
been endeavoured to extend these communications 
to all the North American colonies, by means ofhired 
agents, recently paid out of monies advanced for the 
contingencies of the Lower Canada Assembly, resi
dent in London, and no pains have been spared by 
these agents to produce a combined action in all the 
Provinces, to enable the leading members of the 
Assemblies to rerpove ali checks to their arbitrary 
and exclusive control within the colonies, and to 
repudiate the just, necessary, and lawful authority of 
the King, which is indispensable to the connection 
of the colonies with the Empire, and for ensuring 
peace and justice, and equal protection to all His 
:Majesty's subjects residing in the said colonies, or 
resorting thereto. 

" It is only in Upper Canada that this combination 
has hitherto obtained any decided success ; and in 
that Province it only became apparent at the session 
of the Assembly, last spriug, more by the m~ uagc-
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mer..t of thoRe connected with the Lo·,ver Canada Chap. leaders, than by any expressed de clar fon of the :x:xx:vu. Upper Canada Assembly. ~ " At the session of the Upper Canada Legislature, 1836

· which opened on the 13th J anuary last, the cooperation before referred to became decicled. It will be recollected that, shortly after the opening of the Lower Canada Assembly, on the 27 th October last, and previous to the opening of the session in Upper Canada, two persons intimately connected w1th the Upper Canada leaders, visited Quebec, and had frequent communications with the leading members of the Lower Canada Assembly, when the course to be ce. followed in Upper Canada was probably settled. ' ' This co-operation of the leaders in the Assemblies in the two Provinces, for objects which evidently have a tendency to the attainment of power and emolument for themselves and associates, has been promoted by the indecision of the British Government during several years, on the attempts made in Lower Canada to obtain from the British Parliament, the subversion of the established Constitution, which is the same in both Provinces, by the abuses which had grown up in sorne departments of the Local Government, and by the encouragement of final success held out to the parties in Lower Canada, by their hired agents and others, in England. There is, however, reason to believe, that the majority of the inhabitants of Upper Canada, sincerely attached to the countries of their birth, or of the ir an ces tors, and satisfied with the liberal views of the British Government as again made public, will repudiate the unnatural connection into which sorne of their representatives have entered, and discountenance the encroachments on the authority of His J\'Iajesty and the British Empire, which originated not with the people of Lower Canada, but with a few leaders in the House of Assembly. 
N 
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Chap. "Y our Committee have seen, with pleasure, the 
xxxvn. de:!larations of His Majesty's Government contained 
~ in the des patch of the 17 th J uly last, forming in-

ISvt. ' h R al C ' ' ' d fi structwns to t e oy ommlSsiOners appomte or 
this Province, as communicated to the Legislature of 
Upper Canada, by the recently appointed Lieutenant 
Governor of that Province. 

"This despatch puts beyond a doubt the favorable 
decision of His Majesty's ministers on the following 
abjects, prayed for by the petitioners for whom the 
Executive Committee of the Association has acted: 

" r. The independence of the J udges. 
"2°. A Tribunal for the trial of Impeachments. 
"3°. No modification of the Constitution of the 

Legislative Council, excepting such as may be 
' founded on the principles, and conceived in the 
spirit of the Constitutional statute now in force.' 

"4o. The establishment of sorne adequate secu
rity against the evils which have resulted from the 
abusive exercise of the powers confided to the As
sembly over the public revenues. 

"5°. The retention in the hands of the Crown, 
of the exclusive management and disposai of the 

waste lands. 
" These, indeed, embrace the principal abjects 

prayed for by the petitioners, excepting a better 
composition of the Executive Council-security for 
the appointment of fit persans as members of the 
Legislative Council-a reform in the system of Judi
cature, and the administration of Justice, and a fair 
distribution of the representation throughout the 
Province, concerning ali which the views of the 
British Government have not yet been made public. 

" Since the Report of the 2lst January, the House 
of Assembly of this Province has been actively en
gaged in the most extraordinary line of proceeding 
ever adopted in a British Province, professing alle· 
giance to the King. 
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" It has refused or neglected, for several years Chap. 
pa~t, to provide a tribunal for the trial of impcach- ::x:x.ur. 
ments. In the 92 Resolutions of the 21st February, 7 
1834, which it has confirmed at <;very scs.sion since, 1 6· 
it declared 'His l\Iajesty's officers, both civil and 
military, a combined faction, induced by interest 
alone to contend for the support of a goYernment 
inimical to the rights, and opposeù to the "'·ishes of 
the people.' (Vide 30th and 31st Resolutions.) That 
157 of the officcrs of the civil government were 
'apparently of British or foreign origin,' and only 
47 of' French origin ;' and that of the Judges in the 
three great Districts, on]y one in ca ch was of' French 
origin.' (Vide 75th and 76th Resolutions.) .At th~s 
session it has commenced or renewed accusations 
against four of tLe se ven J udges of ' British origin,' 
and against two mcmbers of the Legislative Council 
holding offices under the Crown, two Sheriffs, one 
Coroner, one Clerk of the Peace, and severa] others, 
examining such witnesses, and calling for such docu-
ments as the accu .. ers chose to b1·ing forward before 
Committees nam cd by the Assembly, without any 
one on the part of the accused to cros~-examine sueh 
witnesses, or caU other witncsses, or evidence; and 
without hearing the parties, the Asscmbly, after the 
most violent appcals to passion and p1·ejudice from 
sorne of its membcrs, has pronounccd aU those who e 
cases have heretoforc come bcfore it, guilty, and ad
dressed the Governor for their rcmoval from office. 

" It can hanUy be prcsumed that the As~embly 
itself expects that any Go,·ernor, commi ~ioncd by 
the King, will comply with such Addrcsscs. Great 
and certain eYil is, howcver, cffcctcd by thesc pro
ceedings. No administration of justice, no officcr of 
governmcnt, however pure, able and f!üthful, could 
stand against such a system of public calumny, under 
col our of j ndicial procccdings, and the appcarance of 
a legal sanction. Ail these accusations are not only 
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Chap. spread throughout the Province, and in the a<~oin· 
xxxvu. ing colonies and country, in newspaper reports of the 
Ts7 de ba tes in the Assembly, but the Reports whcreon 

3 • these Addresses are foun<.led, are to be forwarded to 
the salaried Agent of the Assembly, and his assist
ants in England, to be uscù in Parliament, and 
through the press, as documents having a like weight, 
and entitled to similar credit as Reports of the House 
ofCommons. 

"It matters little what may be the intentions of 
the movers in these proceedings ; the efi'ect is to 
bring, if possible, the British Government and the 
administration of justice in the colon y into contempt; 
to alienate the affections of the subject from His 
1\Iajesty, weaken his allegiance, and undermine Bri
tish connection, which of late the leaders in that 
body have affected to cherish. 

" That any government should exist in a British 
colon y, which would countenance, or sufl'er such 
proceedings to be perseveringly resorted to, is indced 
a grievance of which evcry peaceable and loyal sub
ject is justly entitled to complain, however dcsirous 
he may be to see abuses eradicated. 

"The effect on the administration of justice, and 
the due execution of the duties of public officers, is 
peculiarly alarming. Reduced to a state of extremc 
distress, from the withholding their just ducs by the 
Assembly, accusations publicly invited, encouragecl 
and rewarded, there are few men who possess a suf
ficient degree of moral courage to resist the tempta
tion of yielding a corrupt compliance to those who 
may be their accusers or juùges, in the hope of 
escaping the torture and ruin which has visited or 
threatcned so many of their colleagncs. 

''On the 9th November last, His Exce1lcncy Lord 
Gosford, Governor in Chief, transmitted a message to 
the Assembly, with a statement of the arrears due 
for the service of the civil government on the lOth 
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October preceding, amounting to .tl 35,617 9s. lOd. Cbap. 
sterling, exprcssing his confidence ' That the House xxxvn. 
of Asscmbly \ rill sec the necessity of proceeding, .._...,...._. 

. l d l . l . f' 1 . f h 1836 Wlt 1out e a y, to a cons1cleratwn o t us part o t e · 
public accounts.' The amount of the arrears in
eludes 1:30,519 4s. 2ù. sterling, advanced from the 
mil.itary chest in payment of part of thesc arrears. 
This was followed the same day by an Address from 
the Assembly for an advance of 1:22,000, nominally 
to pay arrears due, and towards defraying the con
tingent expenses of the Ho use for the present session, 
.t16,920 of which arrears were included in the 
general amount of the arrears above mentioned of 
.t135,617 9s. lOd. The whole amount prayed for 
by the Assembly, viz., .f:22,000, was advanced by 
His Exccllency on the llth November. 

'' The general statement of arre ars was referred by 
the Assembly to the Standing Commi ttee of Public 
Accounts, on the 9th November, which, on the 6th 
J anuary, reported. This Report was finally referrcd 
to a Committce of the whole House, on the state of 
the Province, for the llth February, on which day 
a caJl of the Housc was ordered. On the 23rd of 
February a motion to vote the arrears was negatived 
in Committee of the Whole; yeas 31, nays 42, and 
the Ilouse proceeded to vote half a year's salary to 
the Governor, Judges and Public Officers, and De
partments, &c., from 15th January, 1836, to 15th 
Jnly, on the estimatc submitted by the Governor for 
the year, from the lOth October, 1835, to lOth Octo
bcr, 1836, leaving ont severa! salarie hcretofore 
sanctioned by the Legislature, and imposing condi
tions never before so sanctioned. 

" "\Vith respect to the arrears, and the supply for 
the cnrrent year, thus rcfused to be voted by the 
Assembly, His Excellency expresses himself in the 
speech from the Throne at the opening of the session 
on the 27th October, as follows: 'I carnestly request 
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Chap. Y:ou to pass such vote~ as affect th~ liqnidatio~ 
1
of 

xxxvn. tnc.:e ar:..'l .. : ars, and prov1dc for the mamtenancc of tne 
.._.....,.._public servants, pcnding the e11qu~ry of the Comn is-
1836· sioners, to ·which I have nlludcd. Sh01 :d you ph.cc 

the govcrnmcnt· in this position, I am authorized to 
engage that no part of the surplus procceds of the 
Crown revenue, which may accrue, beyond the 
charges to ·which they arc at present pcrmanently 
liahle, shall, in the interval of the Commissioners' 
in quiry, be applied to any purpose wl1atevcr, unless 
with your consent.' \Vith regard to the cf:30,519 
4s. 2d., advanced from the military ch est, und er the 
sanction of His ~Iajesty's Govcrnmcnt, to mcet the 
pressing exigencics of the public service, His Excel
lency says, ' His :Majcsty hopes that an issue made 
in reliance on the just and liberal feelings of the 
Ilonse of Assembly, and desjgned for no other pur
poses, than to prevent a highly inconvenient inter
ruption of the general business of the Province, will 
be cheerfully paid.' 

" After such declarations on the part of the Crown, 
and aftcr the reception they have received on the 
part of the Asscmbly, y our Committee presume that 
no British ~iinistry can be so wantjng to the dignity 
of the Crown asto snhmit to further humiliation; and 
that the offer of givinrr up the hereditary revenue of 
the Crown in this Province, in consideration of an 
adequate civil list, must be withdra\Yn, as cntirely 
hopalcss. The British Governrnent is indecd put to 
the option of abandoning all pretensions on the part 
of the Crown to its lawful authority in the Province, 
or to provide for the payment of its officers, indis
pensable to the administration of the civil go\ern
mcnt within the ProYince. 

"The injustice and distress to the parties imme
~liatcly .concerncd, the decrcase of employment to the 
mdustnous classes, fi-om the non-payment of ad
rances, the discontinuance of public works and im-
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provements, the want of confidence and insecurity Chap. 
resulting from the inefficiency of government, occa- xxxvn. 
sioned by the withholding of the salaries of the Ts7 
J udgcs and Public Officers, as already set forth in the 8 

• 

petitions presented at the last session of the Imperial 
Parliament, are now increased and more severely 
felt. 

"This grievance is indeed become intolerable, and 
amounts almost to the withdrawal of the King's pro
tection from his loyal subjects in the colon y, which 
is justly to be deprecated by ali, as the forerunner of 
anarchy and bloodshed. 

"In this point of view, increased watchfulness, 
activity and union, are more necessary than ev er, 
among ail those who are determined to maintain the 
public peace and their connexion with the countries 
of their forefathers, together with that freedom and 
security which they have formerly enjoyed in this 
portion of the King' s dominions. 

" It has been with the utmost astonishment that, 
in a printed paper, purporting to be an Address from 
the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, to His 
~Iajesty, and the two Ho uses of the Imperial Par lia
ment of Great Britain and Ireland, your Committee 
have read, amongst many other fals~ and injurious 
assertions, a paragraph, of which-the following is an 
extract: ''Ve have at least tne satisfaction of seeing 
that the inhabitants of this Province, of every creed, 
and of every origin, are satisfied with the share they 
have in the provincial representation, and that our 
fellow-subjects, of the less numerous origin in parti
cular, acknowledge the spirit of justice and brotherly 
love with which we have endeavoured to ensure to 
ail the inhabitants of the country, a participation in 
its political and natural advantages. W e perceive 
in this happy union another guarantee of good gov
ernment, and an antidote against the vicious policy 
which it is sought to support by un just distinctions.' 
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Chap. That any number of men should publicly assert, and 
:xxxvn. transmit to the highest authority of the Empire, 
.._..,...._.allegations so false and unfounded, and in direct 
1836. d' . h . . f h d contra 1ct1on to t e petit10ns o twenty t ou an 

men, equal ~o one-fourth of the greatest number of 
names affi.xed to any petitions transmitted from this 
country to England, a number, in fact, representing 
nearly the en tire body of the inhabitants of this Pro
vince, who are not of French origin, shews a reckless
ness of character, and wickedness of purpose, which 
could hardly be believed to exist in any country 
where it is not known by melancholy experience. 

" The inhabitants of this Province, of every creed 
and of every origin, are not satisfied with the share 
they have in the representation; those of the less 
numerous origin, in particular, do not acknowledge 
a spirit of justice and brotherly love on the part of 
the majority in the I-Iouse of Assembly; they den y 
that this majority has endeavoured to secure to all the 
jnhabitants of the country a participation in its poli
tical and natural advantages ; they have in every 
Co1J:nty of the Province, publicly proclaimed these 
truths, and every day's experience proves that they 
have no union to expect from the leaders of the As
sembly, but an abject submission to their will; no 
government, but that of tyranny, proscription and 
spoliation. 

" If any thing were wanting to show the spirit of 
justice and brotherly love which these leaders en
tertain for their fellow-subjec ts, designated in the 
92 resolutions as 'of British or foreign origin,' it may 
be found in these resolutions themselves, and in the 
address of their principal au thor to the electors of the 
West Ward of Montreal, after the last general elec
tion. It may be found in the fact that, forming at 
least one-fourth of the population of the Province, 
and contributing much more than a proportionate 
share towards the public burthens, they have only 
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14 member~ of their choice out of 88; and if their Chap. 
opinion is to be jndged of by the votes of their repre- xxxvu. 
scntativcs, tcn of the 14 are to be found in opposi-~ 
tion to the French origin majority in almost every .1 

division recorded in the Journal§ of the Ilonse of 
Asscmbly. Every political measure or measures to 
improve the natural advantages of the Province com-
ing from the majority of the inhabitants of the ' less 
numerou origin,' is voted down by the majority of 
French origin joined by those members with English 
nam es, who are elected by a French majority, and 
hold their seats at the nod of the French leaders. 
In cvery con tested election, a reference to the poll-
bouks will show how completely the votes of the 
'lcss numerous origin' have been nullified by those 
of the more numerous origin, and how completely 
marked were these distinctions which the leaders of 
French origin had so profusely disseminatcd at the 
public expense in the 92 resolutions. IIad there 
been any change in the disposition of the French 
leaders, they would not have renewed their adherence 
to these resolutions at every session since, and in the 
Address before alluded to; had they becn disposed to 
do justice to the less numerous origins, they would 
long ago have taken into consideration the state of 
the representation, and passcd a bill allowing the 
population not of French origin a repre entation of 
tlwir mon choice, at least proportionate to thcir whole 
population. 

"Your Committee cannot conceive a greater in
suit to the victims of an unjust exercisc of power 
and political proscription, than to tell them that it 
proceeds from a spirit of justice and brotherly love. 

" Your Committee, however, trust that, on this 
head, as weil as on others, the grievances complained 
of in the petitions to the King and Parliament will 
be listened to, and that the spirit which, for the 
second time, has rejected the liberal ofiers and con-

N~ 
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Cbap. ciliatory policy of the British Government, in pursuit 
xxxvu. of uncontrolled power over the King's subject · in 
~this Province, will be full y apprcciatcd, and relief 

1836· and protection afforded, e pecially if they rcmain true 
to themselves, and do not relax in their exertions. 

"As connected with the present state of aftairs 
and the objects prayed for, y our Committee cannot 
refrain from referring to the inten e anxicty which 
prevails among the petitioners for the indepenùem 
administration of justice, assailed as it is by party 
and prejudice, and the most unjust and selfish feel
ings and passions, with hardly any share in the re
presentation; \vith a Legislative Council threatened 
in its independent existence, and but feeble in its 
composition, an Executive, which has yielded to the 
mandates of the Assembly, the petitioners have no 
adequate security for their liberties, lives and pro
perties but in the Courts of Jus ti ce, and if th esc 
were to become the timid and corrupt instruments, 
or be filled with the avowed partisans and co-opera
tors of a prejudiccd and vindictive national majority 
in the Asse rn bly, as a late appointment* gives reason 
to apprehend, this condition would be past endurance 
to men who have been accustomed to value the free
dom and security of their British ancestors more than 
their lives. 

''Y our Committee, since the date of the last Report 
of the 2lst Jannary, have bad occasion to observe, 
with great satisfaction, the constitutional meetings 
held in the Counties of Beauce, ~Iegantic, Drum- · 
mond, Sherbrooke, Stanstead, lllissisqoui, Beauhar
nais and the Two -:\Iouutains, and the To,vn of Three 
Hivers, and some other places. Their resolutions all 
breathe a decided support of the Constitution and 
Laws, and a firm determination to maintain thcir 
allegiance to the Sovereign, their connexion with the 

* Probably Mr. Bedard's. 
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Empire, and their rights as freemen. In most of the Chap. places of these meetings Vigilance Committees have :nxvn. been formed and the registration commenced, and~ in sorne of them, delegates bave been named to the · proposed general meeting. 
"In most of the 'Vards in Quebcc the registration has been promoted with the greatest zeal by the 

Vigilance Committees elected at the ward meetings. In one ward alone upwards of five hundred names 
above 18 years of age have been enregistered, and your Committee conceive that it is of the highest 
importance, in the present state of affairs, that the 
recommendations of the general meeting of the 21st January, should be carried into effect in each settle
ment in every County of the Province, and the regis
tration of ail supporters of the King and Constitution 
completed. This is now become indispensable for 
the selection of delegates, truly expressing their sen
timents in the approaching general meeting on the part of the petitioners throughout the Province. 

" The Sub-Committee most respectfully report the following Resolutions for the consideration of the general meeting. AU which is humbly submitted. 
"Resolved 1st. That we deeply regret that a ma

jority of t4e Assembly of Upper Canada should have been led by a combination of sorne members of that 
House, with certain leaders in the Lower Canada 
Ass~bly, to co-operate in their un just, prejudiced, and oppressive views against the population of Lower 
Canada, which they have qualified as of ' British or Foreign origin,' in the 92 resolutions of the 24th 
February, 1834, renewed at each session since that date. 

"2°. That we entertain a confident hope that our brethren of Upper Canada, true to the ir Sove
reign, attached to the co un tries of their forefathers, 
and satisfied with the just and benevolent views of 
~he British Government, recently made public, will 
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Chap withdraw their confidence from men who have thus 

xxxvii. prostituted their trust as representatives, to enter 

~ into combinations against the Constitution of the 

Canadas, as by law established, and aid in arresting 

the progress of improvement, destroyiug the trade of 

the country, and weakening the ties which connect 

us with the British Empire. 
"3°. That we feel grateful for the expression of 

the views of His Majesty' s Government in England, 

as contained in the instructions to the Royal Com

missioners, dated the 17th July, 1835, and laid be

fore the Upper Canada Legislature by Sir Francis 

Bond Head, Lieutenant Governor of that Province. 

"4°. That the recent proceedings of the Assem

bly of this Province, in a session which has now lasted 

more thau four months, in occupying themselves 

with Bills heretofore deservedly rejected, lost or 

amended in the Legislative Council, in the renewal 

of laws expired by their own desertion of their posts 

at the last session, or in vain and anti-Constitutional 

projects and abortive measures; neglecting or coun

teracting beneficiai improvements, and to co-operate 

with the other branches for the remedy of abuses ; 

in spreading national prejudices, individual abuse, 

calumny and ill-will; and in vindictive, partial, and 

arbitrary proceedings against judges and public offi

cers ; in the refusal of the just dues retained from 

the judges and public officers and departments for 

severa} years past, and in the lavish and unchecked 

expenditure of public money, have given additional 

proofs of the truth of the complaints contained in our 

petitions to His Majesty and both Houses of the Im

perial Parliament, and new ground for claiming 

effectuai and immediate relief from our present suf

ferings. 
''5°. That the following paragraph, among others 

~f alike char?"cter, contained in a printed paper, pub

lished by order of the House ofAssembly and addressed 



1 who have ~ 
:atives, to e~· 
· titution of~ 
aid in am~ 
~~ugthetr~ 
~ whlch COlil 

301 

to both Houses of Parliament, viz. : ' W e have at least Chap. 
the satisfaction of seeing that the inhabitants of this xxxvn. 
Province, of cvery creed and of evcry origin, are 8 
satisfied with the share they have in the Provincial 1 36

' 
representation, and that our fellow-subjects of the 
less numero us origin, in particular, acknovdedge the 
spirit of justice and brotherly love with which we 
have endeavoured to ensure to ail the inhabitants of 
the country, a participation in its poli ti cal and natural 
advantages. W e perceive in this happy union an-
other guarantec of good government, and an antidote 
against the tortuous policy which it is sought to sup-
port by un just distinctions,' -is a daring violation of 
tru th against which we now pro test; an insult to the 
high authority of the British Parliament and to the 
people of Great Britain and Ireland, who are thus 
attempted to be imposed upon; and, as far as respects 
at least one-fourth of the people of this Province, 
whom the said Assembly have qualified as of' British 
or Foreign origin,' adding insult to injury. 

"6°. That we continue to urge on His l'Iajesty's 
Government, our just right to a full and fair reform 
in the representation in the Provincial Assembly, 
from which, constituted as it now is, we can expect 
neither justice nor benefit, but unmixed evil and 
in jury, placing us, and the most industrious classes 
throughout the Province, in a worse situation than 
if there were no representative Assembly. 

"7°. That we have seen with great alarm, the 
attempts recently made to extend to the Court of 
King's Bench, and His Majesty's Courts of Justice 
in this Province, the spirit which has been exhibited 
in the Committees of the House of Assembly, and to 
bring the administration of justice more in the de
pendency of that House, and to a participation in 
the character and feelings of its ruling members. 

"8°. That while we assert our opinions with that 
freedom which belongs to British subjects, and firmly 
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Chap. maintain our Constitutional rights, we will never be 
xxxvu. wanting in duc respect to the authorities derived from 
~ our Sovereign ; and we now express our gratitude to 

1836· the Legislative Councillors, who, in discharge of their 
obligations to the Crown and the country, have sac
rificed their personal ease and interests in attending 
during the present prolonged session of the Provincial 
Legislature, maintaining the independence of the 
Council, resisting encroachments on the rights ofthe 
subject, and supporting the Constitution as estab
lishcd by law. That we are equally grateful to those 
members of the House of Assembly who have at
tended in their places during the present session, 
and who have steadily dividcd against the anti-Con
stitutional measures anù proceedings of the 'French 
origin' majority. 

" 9°. That we have observed with great satisfac-
tion, the public meetings and proceedings of our 
brethren in various Counties of the Province, and in 
the adjoining parts of Upper Canada, and we renew 
our pledge of hearty co-operation with all of them, 
conformably to our original declaration in support of 
the King, the Constitution, and our connexion with 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

"10°. That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Vigilance Committees of Quebec, fo1· their 
zealous and successful exertions, and we renew our 
earnest solicitations for the formation of Vigilance 
Committees in every settlement, and a speedy and 
general enregistration of ail who support the King, 
the Constitution, and British freedom, to the end 
that they may be prepared, in ti me, to select dele
gates to the proposed general meeting for every 
County in the Province." 
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"At a Special :Meeting of the Executive Committee, Cha p. 
held at the Rooms of the Association, on Tuesday, xxxvn. 
the 8th .OMm·ch, 1836. ~ 

"A. STUART, Esquire, in the Chair. 

" The foregoing Report and Resolutions were read, 
and unanimously adopted, and ordered to be sub
mitted to a general meeting, to be called for Friday, 
the 11th instant, at the Albion Hotel, at seven 
o'clock, P. l\1. 

" At a General :Meeting of the Nfembers of the Que
bec Oonstitutional Association,and the signers of the 
Petitions to His 11ajesty and both Hou cs of the 
Imperial Parliament, presented at the last session, 
called by public advertisement, and held at the 
Albion Hotel, on Friday, the 11th J\Iarch, 1836, 

"ANDREW STUART, Esquire, Ohairman of the Asso
ciation, in the Chair. 

'' The Ohairman submitted the foregoing Report, 
which was re ad by the Secretary, and on motion the 
same was received unanimously. 

"And on motions made and seconded, the resolu
tions reported by the Oommittee were separately 
concurred in. 

'' Resolved, That the foregoing Report and Reso
lutions be published in the Quebec Gazette and Quebec 
J.Werwry, under the authority of the Association, anrl 
authenticated by the signatures of the Ohairman and 
Secretary, and that copies thereof be transmitted to 
the Oonstitntional Associations throughout the Pro
vince, and otherwise forwarded in su ch manner as 
may be deemed proper b y the Executive Oommittee. 

"ANDREW STUART, Chairman. 
"R. H. GAIRDNER, Secretary." 
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Chap Sir John Col borne, after being relieved of the 
xxxv x;. govcrnmcnt of Upper Canada by Sir F. B. Head, 
-....-- proceeded to :Montreal, which he reached on the 2nd 

1836· Fcbruary, on his way to Eng1and t:ia New York. 
This gentleman's arrivai at Montreal is thus noticcd 
in the JJfontreal HeTald, of the 3rd Fcbruary :-

'' Yesterday evening, between four ~nd five o'clock, 
Sir John Colborne, Lady Colborne, family and suite, 
arrived in this city. The cavalry troop was out the 
greater portion of the day, and an immense nurnber 
of carioles driving to and fro expecting their arrivai 
ev cry moment. Owing, however, to the exce sive 
cold and the uncertainty of the ti me of their arrivai, 
the citizens were prevented from testifying their 
respect and esteem. At every town and village be
tween Toronto and this city, aU classes seemcd anxious 
to testify their respect and estcem for 'the emigrant's 
friend,' Sir John Colborne. The inhabitants of 
Cornwall and its vicinity, ev er conspicuous for their 
loyalty, did not on this occasion shrink from expres
sing their feelings and opinions. On Saturday even
ing, between forty and fifty carioles met Sir John 
about twelve miles above that tm:vn, when the band 
which accompanied them played the airs of 'God 
Save the King,'' Rule Britannia,' and' See the Con
quering Hero Cornes.' He was then escorted to the 
hotel,where he remained until:Monday morning, when 
an Address, numerously signed, was presented to 
him, to which he returned such an answer as might 
have been expected from such a man. About the same 
number of carioles escorted him from Cornwall, when 
they were joined at Lancaster by as many more, 
accompanied with banners and pipers. The "Gnion 
Jack, that 'meteor flag of England,' which we hope 
will long wave triumphant in Canada, headed the 
procession, and others, bearing such appropriate 
mottoes as ' Colborne and the Constitution,' and 'The 
Constitution will be upheld,' added to the animation 
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of the scene. The Highlanders also presented an Chap. 
Address, to whicb Sir John replied. The Indians, at xxxvu. 
St. Regis, fired off a salute as he passed. The whole ~ 
procession, consisting of about one hundred carioles, · 
went so far as the Province linc, when three chcers 
were given for Sir J obn and the Constitution. Not
withstanding the unfavorable state of the weather, a 
number of gentlemen accompanied Sir John from 
Cornwall to Montreal. Virtue has indeed its own 
reward, and it must be truly gratifying to the dis
tinguished individual who, yesterday arrived among 
us, to receive expressions of feeling so well deserved 
and so honorable to those who have made them." 

IMPORTS OF LOWER CANADA. 

1 ~ 1 Value ~ ~ 
From 1 ~ Tons., Men. 2t J:~:~nt g j 

Great Britain,........ '779 249845 107461
1
1329214 6 10

1

255552 
Ireland,... ... . . ... . . . 168 4'7264 2071 8121 13 5 4913 
Jersey, . .. ... . . . .. . . . 1 220 12 440 6 71 102 
Gibraltar, . . . . . . . . . . . 5 583 34

1 

2651 1 6 4140 
France, . . . ... . . .... . . . 9 2308 81 1296 2 011426 
Spain, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1951 10 
Pot·tugnl,............ 3 493 26 431 19 4 1600 
Rolland, ........... ·1 2 545 25 18 
Belgium, &c., . . . . . . . . '7 19221 84 / 
British N. A. Colonies, 169 17264 835 2261 5 J 835'72 
Bt·i~ish West Indies,.. 40 5825 303 498 4 91195026 
Umted States,....... 24 6507 273

1 

4824 5 0 10464 
Other Places, ..•..... ~ 125'7 ~ 1--

1212 334209 14554 1349739 4 6,556813 
At Gaspé,............. 47 6zoo 3711 l' '7064 

New Carlisle, ..... ·1 381 5o61j 289 3553 
- --__ , 56'7426 0 0 --

Total, ......... 129'7 346470/15214 56'7430 
~191'7165 4 6 St1~. 
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Ch LE CHIEN n'oR.-The bas relief representing a golden dog gnaw-
ap. ing his boue over the front door of the olJ stone bouse, known as 

~~vn~" .Free ~Iasou's Hall," now in part ol'cupi~d by the Post Office, in 

1836 
Bu ade Street, near the teps, leading from the Upper 'l:'own t.hrough 

· Pt·e eott Gate to the Lower Town of Quebec, bas g1ven nse to a 
multitude of fanciful conjectures as to its o:·igin. The bouse, it 
would seem, was bnilt in 1736, by a Monsieur Philibert, a merchant 
of Que bec. The inscription un der the figure is in old, or according 
to modern orthogrn.phy, bad French. Having very recently inspect
ed, I find it to be ve1·batim ac literatim as follows. I have becn 
particular in this, believing it of importance to archœologists. 

" JE Svrs VN CmE::-. qvr RoNGE Lo 

" VN TEMS VIENDRA qTI NEST PAS VEXV 

" qVE JE :MORDERAY qvr :MAVRA :MORDV. 

1736. " 

Varions versions, all for the most part fabulons, have been given 
to the world of the origin of this legend, from that of Captain 
Knox, who was in the army, and present at the conquest of Can
ada, to those of ;\iessrs. Bourne, Hawkins, Lieut. Colonel Cückburn, 
R. A., and more recently a Cauadian gentleman, writing in French, 
under the signature A. S. S., (supposed to be the late Mr. Soulard, 
an Advocate of this City,) in "LE CANADIEN." Lieut. Col. Cock-
burn tells the story thus: 

" Past~ing between the Post Office and the Book-store of :Messrs. 
" Thomas Cary & Co., to the Lower Town, the stranger cannot 
"hel p noticing a golJ doù' over the door of the latter establishment. 
'' The following curions hif'tory attaches to this dog: ., 

"The bouse was built by Mons. Philibert, a merchant, re~iding 
"in Quebec in the time of Mr. Bigot, the last Intendant und er the 
" French Government, and whose druft upon the Treasury for the 
" cxpenses of this Country were so enormous that, one of the 
" Queens of that kingdom archly inquired-' whether the walls of 
" Quebec were built of gold ? ' But to return to the story of the 
" Chien d'or, :à1r. Philibert and the Intendant wc re on bad terms; 
"but und cr the system then existing, the mm·chant knew tbat it 
"was in vain for him to seek redress in the colony, and determin· 
"ing at some future period to prove his corn plaint in France, he 
" contented himself with placing the figure of a sleeping dog in 
"front of his house, with the following lines beneath it, in allusion 
"to his situation with his powerful enemy. (As above.) 

" This allegoricallanguage was, however, too plain for 1Ir. Bigot 
"to misunderstand it. A. man so powerful easily fvund au iustru· 
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"ment to avenge the insult, and Mr. Philibert recei>ed as the 
"re ward of hi;, YP>'sc, the :worù. of an officer of the g.u· ison through Cha p. 
"his h ·u!k, whcn drst:c1Hlin6 the Lower Town hill. xxxvu. 

''The murdcrer ;vas permitted to leave the c,.lony unmolested, ..._....,..._ 
"n.n1l was kansfeneù to a regiment statinncd 'in the East 1836. 
" InJics. Thither he was pursued by a brothe1· of the deccased 
"who had first sou"ht him in Canada. whcn he arrind here to 
"settle his brothe1·'s affairs. The parties, it is related, met in the 
" public street of Ponù.icherry, drew their swol'cls, and after some 
"conflict the assas::;in met a more horribl fate thau his crime 
"desef'vcù., and clied by the hand of his antagonist." 

11f'. Hawkins, in his" Picture of Quebrc with Ifisto rical Recollec
tions" gi v es the following account: "Mr. Philibert, who resided 
"in this bouse, was a merchant of high distinction du ring the time 
"when l\fr. Begon was Intendant of New France. The latter 
"bad formerlv been a merchant of Bour·deaux, and came to Que
" bec in 1712.* Differences occurred between him and Mr. Phili-
" bert, over whom supet·ior intere<;t and power gave Mr. Begon -
" ever·y advantage. U na ble to obtain redrrss for his injm ies real 
"or supposed, :Mr. Philibert bitterly, although covertly, cxpressed 
"his sentiments uoder the image of the chien d'or to which he 
" added the following insceiptiou, &c. 

"Mr. Bepon, dctermined on revenge, and .Mr. Philibert descend~ 
"ing the Lower Town hil l, rcceiveù the sword of :Mt'. de R., a 
" French officer of the ganison, through the body. The perpetra
" tor of this mm·der made his escape, and lcft the Province, but 
"the crime was too atr-ocious to be forgiven. The hrother of Mr. 
'' Philibeet came to Que bee to settle the cstate, with a full deter
" mination of taking persona! vengeance on the as:;assin. So de

" tef'mined was he to execute this paet of his mission, that, haYing 
"ascertainecl that 1Ir. De R. had gorre to the East Inrlies, he pur
" sued him thither. 'l'hey met in a . treet of Poudicherry-en
" gaged on the spot, and the assas,in fell mortally wounded, 
"unùer the banr1 of tite avenger. The 'Chien d'or' remains to 
" perpetuate this tale of Lloodshed and retribution." 

A very pretty story, truly, of homicide and retribution, but ac
corcling to the researchc- of my friend :Mr. Jacques Viger, (from 
wh ose manuscl'ipton the suhjecti take my information) nearly alto
ge th er fabulons. His inquiries c tablish the fact that, :Mr. Niello
la Jaequin Philibert di1l, unhappily, on the 2lst January. 1748, 
die of a sword wouncl he had rcceivefl in a sudden qumTel the 
previous day at the hand of a .l\11·. Piene, J . B. F . X. Legardeur 
de Repentigny. a Lieut0111tnt in the French army, born nt )lontrenl, 
24 :May, 1719, and son of ~11'. J. B. Legardeur de Repentirmy, ;vho 
died therc iu 1711 ; but that with this quarrel and homicide, neither 
Mr. Begon, who left the country in 1726, nor .Mt·. Bigot, who did 
not come to it before September, 18±8, hn.d, nor possibly coultl 
han~ anythino- to do. 'rhe cause of quarrel and whole mattei', 
are cle:u·ly aud sati~fa<:to : ily explaineù by ~-Il'. Viger through 

• Replaced by Mr. Dupuy in 1726. 
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official and incontestible documents, and judicial records still ex
Chap. tant, and that prove the story in so far as Mr. Begon and Mr. Bigot 

xxxvu. are concerned to be absolutely a fable, and wholly without founùa-

~tion. 
1836. The Registers of the Parish of Quebee, according to Mr. Yiger, 

p1·ove that the family of Legardeur de Repentigny were in the 
country so carly as 1637; and those of the Superior Council in 
like manner prove tha.t the :fi.rst Mayor of Quebec was aMr. J . B. 
Legardeur de Repentigny, elected to that post by an assembly 
of citizens, held 7th Octobcr, 1663, before the Council, pm·suant 
to an arrêt of that body of the 20th September, 1663, when a 
Mayor (Ml'. de Repentigny) and two Aldermen (échevins) were 
chosen for Quebec. 

In the matter alluded to, there was, Mr. V. observes, no assassina-
tion. It was an unfortunate homicide arising out of a sudden q uarrel 
bctween :,)lr. Philibert and Mr. de Repentigny, as explained by 
authentic document of record, and still open to the inspection of 
any one choosing to conslùt them. Mr. de Repentigny having, it 
appears, on the 20th January, 174~, obtained, as an officer of tbe 
army, a billet to be quartered upon Mr. Philibert. 'fhe latter waited 
upon him at the lodgings where he theo was, in the house of a lady 
of the uame of La Palme, to endcavour to prevail upon him to 
remain in his lodgings with that lady, and to agree with ber for 
the tcrms on which she might be willing to accommodate him. 
Not being able to come to terms with her, he was about lcaving 
the house, observing that he would take steps to cause the billet 
to be changed. This being overheard by de Repentigny, who it 
would seem was standing by, he addressed Philibert in a tnne to 
make hi,n nnderstand tbat he wouhl not part with the lodgings 
to which his billet entitled him, adding that. he (Philibert) was a 
" n i,qcmd" (simple ton) to ask for an altemtion of it. Thi::; so exa:;per
ateù Philibert, th at after using rouch violent language to de Repen
tigny, he struck him with a walking stick he had in his band, 
whereupon the latter in a tmnsport of rage drew his sword and 
ran Philibert through the body, of which he died the following 
day. "generously forgiving," as the Pmüh Register attests, .Ir. 
de Hepentigny, the unfortunute act by which he bad fallen, "The 
"chien d'or" bears the inscription 1736. It con::;equently can 
haYe no reference to this atiair "·hich occurred twelve years after-
wards. 

Mt·. de Repentigny, immediutely after this unhappy occurrence, 
wit1Jd1·ew himself from Q,uebec, going ovet'land, in the wiuter 
season, by way of the porta~c, tb en known as that of Trois Pistoles 
to l'Acadie, now Nova Scotia. Whether he procceded thence to 
Fmnee is not certain ; but, on an application to the French King, 
setting forth the wh(lle case, letters of grace and pardon wcre 
grantcd him, with which he returncd the following year to Canada. 
'I'hcse lctters of grace and pardon, be it observed, wcrc not fin~l. 
Tl•ey ,,.C'rc, l>t·fore having thei t' iutei\ded cffeet, su~jeet to cnrr~Is
tratiun (cnté1·ine111ent) in the colony, and the facts upon w!lirh 
they purported to be granteJ were also to be proved, coufirmed 
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and enregistercL' before the proper tdbunal there. Then, and Ch 
not till theu they wct·e final. All this, it uppeurs, was done with ap. 
respect to .Mr. de Repc11tigny who, in consequence of it, was fully xxxvii. 
ah;;ul ved, a .Mr. Viger, by production of a copy of the letters of~ 
grace and pat'don aliuded to, and extracts of the sub:scquent pro· ' 
cecding:; dearly shcws. 

'l'his is sufficicnt to upset the whole tale as told by the gentle
men I have mentioneù. But Mr. Viger does not stop here. 
Coutinuing his inquiries with charactcristic acumen, he prove! 
by extracts ft·om J>ari:;h regi:;tcrs, that the , ame Mr de Re
pentigny was, on the 30th Jauuary, 1753, mn.rrieù, at ~lontrea.l, to 
Demoiselle Catherine Archange J:>ayeu de Noyan, at which time 
he was 34 ycars of age, and a Captain of Infantry-that his first 
child (Pierre) wa · baptiseù there, 1-!th December, 1753-the se· 
cond (Victoir·e Catherine) 2lst January, 1755-aud finally that, 
solute as 18th November, 1756, (eight years and ten months after 
:Mr. Philibert':; d'~cea~e.) his third child (a girl) died, at which 
time he was ~:~till aliYe. Mt'. Viger, by still fmther researches, 
sub.~equeut to the above, when he lost sight of Mr. Piene de Re· 
pentigny, again finrh him honorably engaged iu the battle of the 
28th April, 1760, on the plains of Abralmm, whet·e it i::; said, by 
a ge eral order, or some public notice of the action, "the battalion 
"of the City of Montreal, uuùer 111-. ù e Repentigny, ser·ved with 
"the same courage as the regular troops. 'l'he same praise is due 
"to the grcater pal't of the Canadians." He was also at the Fort 
of Jacques Cartier in May folluwing, but what afterwards became 
of him, 111' Viger has not been able to leam . 

.Mr. Louis de Repentigny, a youuger brother of this gentleman, 
went, it also appears, with the French army, after the conquest, to 
France, whence he was sent as Governor-iu-Chief to Senegal, on 

. the coast of Afriea, where, after remainiug some time he retlll'ncd 
to France, and died at Paris, üth October, 1786, not of a violent 
death, but of a long and lingering illness, makillg his will the 4th 
of that mon th, before .Mr. Lormant, a Public N otary of that City. 
This gf:ntleman was married at Qucbec, 20th April, 1751, to 
Demoi:;elle Chossegros de Lery, by whom he had an only son, 
Louis Gaspard, born at Quebec, lOth July, 1753, and who died 
at Point Petre Guaùaloupe, 2nd July, 1808. 

Another aceount makes a duel take place in France (Paris) 
between Mr. Pierre de Hepentigny, in 1756, and an only son of 
:Me. Philibert, which son M.r. Viger shews, by the way, ft·om the 
Pari~h register·s, of Quebec, to have been a daughter, Marie 
Anne, the elùei:tt of five children Philibert. Thi:; tale also, Mr. 
Viger observes, is a mer·e fable-a dramatic incident, as devoid 
of truth as disgusting by its immorality, inasmuch as at the 
moment wheu this supposed only son, that is to say, ,jfarie Anne, 
the eldest daughter of :Mr. J. Philibert, left the country for 
France, in quest of the "assassin" of his father, that srune assassin 
was iu Canada, persuaded that, as far as human laws could go, he 
was abeol ved of homicide, and that no one compoB mentis could 
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Ch any longer caU him to account for tbjs untoward incident of his 
lDf.X a p. li fe, iuasmuch as : lst, the victim bad on his death beù "gr.nerously 

vn.for[;ivan" him: 2od, As the widow Philibert luvl 11ignifieù to 
~justice under ber hanù, that she bad been puid the damage' and 

· civil iDterests allowed ber by the legal tribunals, and had no 
opposition to the (entérinement) passing and confirmation of 
the lettcrs of grace and pardon by the king : 3rd, As be bad the 
letters of grace and pardon granted him, duly enregistered :md 
confirmcd at law before the proper tribunal at Qnebcc, aftcr 
complying with all the necc:s.>ary conditions stiptùatcd iu them 
accorcling to the laws of the realm. 

In a letter dated at Montreal, 1lth July, 1842, to Mr. Viger, 
from n. :Mr. Violet, of Pointe à Petre, Guadaloupe. the Attorney 
Geuern.l of the heil's de Repentigny, ·who was tbcu on a visit to this 
Province, no their bu::;iuess, it i<> stated :-'' 1 affinn, in the name 
of the hcirs cle Repeoti_:;ny, and you may withcnt fcar aflinn it in 
turu, that never to our Jmowlcùge bas a Repentigny ùied slain in 
dud, or otherwise, by n. Philibert, or n.ny telation or dc:sceuùaut of 

of the family." 
:Mr. Yiger remn.rks-" after the proofs obtained of the exi:-;tcnce 

of Mr. l>ierre de Repentigny, and of his uninterrupted prcsc·nce 
either in Acn.ùie or in Canada. from 17-18 to 175ü," (and thcnce 
to 1760, a::> subsequently ascertained) "I may in etfect asscrt, 
without offence to our bold l·omancers, that no more thau bis 
brother Loui~, did Mr. Pierre de Repentigny fn.ll in duel or otber
wise, by any Philibert or descendent of that family at Paris, 
more thau at Pondichen·.lf, and this, for the sole and good reason, 
tbat du ring all this tirne he bad been at neither of tbesc places" 

:Mr. Viger bas, thereforc, compietcly demolisheLl the wbole 
faùrick of those fanciful ùut fab' tale relating to the Chien d'or," 
perfectly cxposing their fallacy, and satisfactorily explnineù the 
mnnner and cause of ~Ir. Philibcrt's death, not by assassination, 
according to one account, at the instigation of Mr. Begon .. who bad 
left the country long before, and to nnotber, of Mr. B1got, who 
bad not yet c01ne to it-both re<>pectable names, and nut likely in 
tboi:>e chivalrous times to be instigatot·s of such a crime, but by an 
unp1·emeditated homicide, a risiug out of a sudùeo quarrel, betwcen 
that gentleman and Mr. Pierre de Repentigny, wbo·e good name 
n.nù fame, a well as thosc. of the T ntenùants Begon and -Bigot, )fr. 
Viger has rescued from tht: opprobrium to which those idle tal~;a 
bad consigned them, and giveu to history, the true version of the 

matter. 
The ioquiries of :Mr. V. have not only >indicated the memories 

of those gentlemen, but also afford us an interesting exemplifica
tion of the pToceedings. pursuant to the king's letters of grace 
anù pardon, in the legal jmisdiction of the colony to which, the 
cogmsn.nce of the matter belonged, and which, presuming it may 
not be uoacceptable to those who like to look iuto the law pro
oeediogs of by-gooe-times are here ioserted. 
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[Before the Superior Council at Quebec.] 
Cha p. 

MoxDAY, 29th September, 1749. xxxvii. 
The Council nssembled, in which were Mons. the Governor '"7T 

General, Mons. the Intendant, Mons. V adn, Commissioncr of Marine 1 3 · 
at Montreal, de LaFontaine, Este be, Gaultier, Perthuis, Counsellor, 
Nouchet, the King's Attorney General, and the Chief Greffier. 

To-day, in the audience of the Council, the Letters of Grace 
having been reaù, as obtaincd by Pierre Legardeur, Esquire, 
Sieur Repentigny, Lieutenant of a Company of Troops of the de
tachment of the Marine, kept up for the King's service in this 
country, signed " Louis," and countersigned " par le Roy" 
"Philippeau" and "vi a Daguesseau," for remission to Pierre Le 
Gardeur de Repentigny, given at Versailles, in the month of April 
last, and sealed with the great seal of green wax, with folds of 
silk, who, uncovered and on his knees, in its presence, affirmed that 
he had given authority to obtain them-that they contaiu truth, 
and that he wishes to avail himself of them-the Council has 
orùained, and orclains, that the said letters and information be 
communicated to the King's Attorney General, and copy gi ven to 
the party civil, to furni h means of opposition within the delay of 
the Ordinance, and that the said Sieur de Repentigny be heard and 
interrogated by M. Jacques de laFontaine, Counsellor, \Yhom the 
Council has uamed Commissioner Reporter in the process upon 
the facts resulting from the said 1 etters and information for the 
interrogatory made, and also communicated to the said Attorney 
General, to be disposed of as to right it shall appertain. 

"BIGOT." 

Tm:JRSDAY, 2nd October, 174'.1. 

An extraordinary meeting of the Council being hcld, at which 
were Mons. the Govcmor General, :Mons. the Intendant, Mons. 
Lafontaine, Estebe, Gaultier, Perthuis, Briard Counsellor, Nouchet 
Counsellor Assessor, and the Chief Greffier. The Council having 
seen the letters of grace, pardon, and remission obtained by Pierre 
LeGardeur, Esquire, Sieur de Repentigny, Lieutenant of a Com
pany of Troops of the Marine, entertained in this country on His 
Majesty's service, the said letters, dated in the month of Aprillast, 
signed "Loms," and upon the back ·' by the King Philip peau," and 
by the side thereof "visa .Daguesseau," and sealed with the great 
seal of green wax, in ribbonds of silk, red and green, by reason of 
the homicide by him committed on the person of Nicholas Jacquin 
Philibert, Merchaot, of this city; information and other criminal 
proceedings made at the instance of the Lieutenant General, ci vil 
and criminal, of the Prevosté of this said city, at the request as well 
of the said Philibert in bis life time, as of Marie Anne Guerin, 
his widow, the substitute of the said Attorney General of the King in 
the said Prevosté being joined-the dooket ( éJorou.z) of aelf-imprisoll-
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Cha ment of the said Sieur de Repentigny., in the prison of this city, ?n 
P· the 28th Septcmber last-Arret of tlus Councü, of the 29th of sa1Ù 

xxxvu. month, upon the prebentatiun and lecture of the saiù letters in the 
~ Council Chamber, sitting the Council, holding audience in p;esence 

· of the said Sieur de Reptmtigny, who, being uncovered and on his 
knees, and after making oath to say the truth, bath affirmed that 
he gave authority to obtain them-that they contain the tl'llth, and 
that he wi.:;hes to avail himself of them, by which arret the Council 
bas ordained that the -said let.ters and information be communi
cated to the King's Attorney General of the country, and copies of 
the same be given to the party civil, to furnish meaus of opposition 
in time fi.xed by the Ordinance-and that the said Pierre de 
Repentigny shall be beard and interrogated by M. Jacques La
fontaine, Counsellor, named by the Council Commissioner Reporter, 
upon the facts resulting from the ~:;aid letters and information, and 
tu cause to be ordained whatsoever therein may be fitting-the 
intenogatory t.o him put the same 29th of Septeruber by ~lons. 
Lafontaine, and his answers, confessions and denegations-the sig
nification the same day, made on the petition of the said Sieur de 
Repentigny to D:t.me Widow J>hilibert, as well of his said f:croux 
of imprisonment, of the saidletters of grace, and of the arret, with 
ordel'l:l to pruvide within the d·~lay of the Ordinance her means of 
opposition, if any she have against them-the certificate of signifi
cation, made the 30th of September, at the request of the said 
Widow Philibert to the Paid Sieur de Repentigny, by the Bailiff 
Thibault, sigued by ber and the said Bailitf, by which signification 
she declares she has no grounds of opposition to offer against the 
enté1·inernent of the said letter to her signified, she haviog been 
paid damages and civil interests, which justice had granteù her, 
leaving it for the rest to justice, on the shewing of the saiù letters, 
notwithstanding the delay accorded ber-conclusions of the King's 
Attorney General of the flt·st of the mon th-and beard and interro
gated the said Sieur de Repentigny on the C\ase imposed on him 
in the saiu letters of the following tenor :-

" Louis, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navarre, to 
all prebent and to come, Greeti.ng :-We have receivcd the humble 
supplication of the Sieur de Repentigny, Lieutenant of the 'l'roops, 
kepL up in our service in Canada, making profession of the catbolic 
apostolic and Roman religion, setting forth that, hn:ving bad a 
billet, the 20th Jan ua l'y, 1 '748, for his lodging in his aforesa~d 
quality, at the residence of Nicolas Jacquin Philibert, merchant, m 
Que bec, the latter came to the lodging of a woman by the name of 
L~ Palme, with whom the pctitioner then lodged, to induce her to 
continue to lodge him, but that not agreeing on the terms with 
this person, the said Philibert observed, that he would get the 
billet changed; that the petitioner, who at that moment accident
ally was within hearing, addressetl hitnself to Philibert, and in a 
tone to give him to understund that he would not be deprived of 
the lodging he (Philibert) was bound to give him, adding, that he 
was a nigaud (simpleton) to endeavour to procure the chaDge he 
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intended; that Philibert, instead of taking this as an adviee by Cha which the petitioner intended to calm the uneasiness the billet gave xxx/i; him, allowed himself to be carried away by his temper, na.turally ~ violent, and not satisfied with using to the petitioner the most 1836 opprobrious and atrocious abuse, struck him with a cudgel; tha.t the • petitioner, finding himself so struck, in the first movement, of which he was not the master, drew his sword, and made a thrust at Philibert, who died of it shortly after, to the great regret of the petitioner; that, although this misfortune occurred without any premeditated design, and at a moment when the petitioner had no longer the liberty of remaining without defence, the Judges at Quebec had raised a procedure, by reason whereof he thought he ought to be absent, and could not presume to present himself without previously obtaining our letters of grace, pardon and remission, which he humbly has prayed us to grant him. For these causes-willing to prefer mercy to the rigour of the laws, by the advice of our Council, and of our special grace, hll power and royal authority, we have to the said Sieur de Repentigny released, remitted and pardoned, and by these presents, signed by our hand, do release, remit and pardon the fact and case, such as It is, herein above exposed, with ali the pains, fines, aud corporal liabilities, civil and criminal, which, by reason thereof, he may have incurred towards us and justice, and extinguish ali decrees, defaults, contumacies, sentences, judgments and arrets that may have taken place against the petitioner. W e place and rea tore him to his good fame and name, and to his property not otherwise confiscated, satisfaction made to the party c1vil, if due and not doue. Impose we also silence perpetuai as to this upon our Attorney General, his substitutes present and to come, and upon all others. Where-fore command we our loving and faithful subjects holding our Superior Council at Quebec, in the jurisdiction whereof the fact herein above mentioned occurred, that they cause these our present l l *liers of grace, pardon and remission to be entérinées, and of the contents thereof to cause the petitioner to enjoy full y, peace-ably and perpetually, discontinuing, and caueing to cease, all troubles and opposition to the contrary, on the charge that he do present himself for the entérinement of the present within six months, on pain of nullity thereof. For such is our pleasure, and to the end that it be a matter firm and stable for ever, we have nnnexed our seal hereunto. Given at Versailles, in the month of AJ>ril, year of grace 1749, and of our reign the thirty-fourth. S1gned, ' Louis,' and on the fold, 'par le Roy, Philip peau, visa. Da.guesseau.' " 

Heard the report of Mons. Jacques Lafontaine, Counsellor, and the whole being considered, the Council has entériné the said letters of remission for the enjoyment thereof, to the effect and contenta thereof, by the said Sieur de Repentigny, according to their form and tenor. 

"DELAFONTAINE." "BIGOT.• 
0 
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Chap. Mr. Viger, in concluding, remarks on the above,-" Here we 
xxxvn " finally have obtained a perfect knowlet1ge of the following facts: 
~ " 1st. That the bas 1·eli éj du chien d'o1· was not placeù, as in our 

183
,.. " day we sce it stated, in consequence of a difference between :\1 
o. " Philibert and 11. Begon or M. Bigot. 

" 2nd. That :Messieurs Begon and tligot having haù no cause of 
"offence at i.t, or to dream of vengeance in consequence, cannot 
"have connived in any mauuer at the 'assassinat ion' of M. Phili-

" bert. " 3rù. That the homicide took place in 1748, and not in 1736, 
"that is to say, at a date when neither M. Begon nor M. Bigot 

" was in Canada. " 4th. That M. Philibert was, in fact, slain by a M. Pierre Le-
" gardeur de RetJentigiJ.y, an Officer of the Troops in the Colon;r-

" 5th. That this M. de Repentigny clid not sln.y }1. Philibert m 
" assassin, and to avenge a pretcnded insult made to a third per
" son, but invo untarily caused his ùeath in a personal quarrel 
"with him, in which he him.self was :first insulted and struck by 

"Mr. P. " 6th. That M. de Repentigny, by petition to the King, obtai.ned, 
"in April, 1749, letters of grace, pardon and remission, uuder the 
" three conditions : 1st, of the truth of the allegations of his peti
" tion to the King; 2nd, of indemnifying, at civil law, the heirs 
" of the deceased, if the C)lse required it; 3rd, of making the letters 
• of grace available (i.e. entérine1nent) wi\.hin sixmonths after date. 

" 7th. That having satisfi.ed these conditions, as appears by the 
" judicial proceedings noticed, those letters were confirmed by 
" 'entérinement,' at Quebec, ~nd October, 1749, by the Superior 
" Council, in consequence whereof M. de Repentigny was from 
" that day held to be acquitted of the death of M. Philibert, and 
"could not thereafter in reason be subjected to answer for the 
" accident towards any member of the family Philibert. 

" 8th. That with respect to the pretended duel between him and 
" the brother of M. Philibert, in one of the streets of Pondicherry, 
" shortly after the homicide, it is a fact disproved, inasmuch as it 
" is seen that M. de Repentigny appeared in person before the Su
" pcrior Couucil at Quebec, ~9th f:3eptember, 174-9, with the letters 
" of grace in his hand, not complaining," ob::;erves facetiously Mr. 
Viger, "that he had been killed in a duel by M. Philibert's bro· 
" ther during his absence from Quebec, but demanding the entéri· 

" nement of his letters." 
The caut:e that may have incluced the builder of the bouse to 

place above his door the bas 1·eliej, and the inscription remains an 

enigma. R. c. 
Quebec, December, 1852. 

ERRATA. 

Io page 236, for Ri vaud, (after Rimouski) read Rivard 
" 237, for Borough St. Henry, read William Henry ~43, for reputation, iu 6th line after " Cha\'>ter," read 

refutation, 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 
Late spring-The Commissioncrs-Proceeding of Constitutional Chap. 

Association of Quebec-Mecting of delegat.es at 11outreal-Sir xxxvnr 
J•Jlm Colborne at ~Iontt·eal, on his way to Englaud. viâ New----..--... 
York-Rcccives despatches at New York, and retmus to Mon· 1836. 
treal to take the command of the forces-Lord Gosford con-
"okes the Legislature-Proceedings thercin-Prorogation-Re-
port of the Executive Committee of the Qucbec Constitutional 
Association-Sir C. Grey and Sir George Gipps depart for 
England-Rcsolutions of the House of Commons ou Canadian 
affairs-Great meeting at St. Denis-Proclamation by Lord 
Gosford-Great loyal meetings at .Montreal aud Quebec-N ews 
of the Kiug's demise-Quecn Victol'ia proclaimed-Great agita-
tation aud seditions doings throughout the Province-Proceed-
ings in the Imperial Parliament-Provincial Parliament again 
convoked--Proceeclings-Prorogation-Demonstration from Glen-
gary in Upper Canacla-Address from Constitutional Associa-
tion of Montreal relating to an union of the Canadas-Fils de 
la liberté-Montreal rifle corps again-Great Constitutional 
meeting at Montecal-" Mandement" by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Iontreal-Death of the Right Rev. C. J. Stewart, 
Lord Bishop of Quebec-Quebec and Montreal destitute of 
police. 

The spring and opening of the navigation of the 
St. Lawrence, in 1836, were among the most back
ward on record, the ice pont at Quebec, which this 
time had formed itsclf in an unusually rough man
ncr, being constituted of broken andjammed masses 
thrown up into hillocks, not breaking up until the 
8th May. -x- An extraordinary quantity of snow had 
fallen in Lm,ver Canada, and throughout the neigh
bouring States of 1\Iaine, Vermont, 1\Iassachusetts 
and New York. 

The Commissioners, Sir Charles Grey and Sir 
George Gipp , who had attcnded the Earl of Gosford 
from England, were, during the late winter, atten
tively engaged in the investigation of the serious 
matters to which their enquiries were directed by 

* In 1764 the river St. Lawrence was frozen over with sntooth 
ice, and only went away on the 9th May. The same year the 
Thames was frozen. (Quebec Gazette, llth May, 1836.) 



316 

Chap. the minister. Easy of access to ali pcrsons tiesirous 

xxxvm of their acquaintance, frcely mingling with the poli

~ ticians of both parties, hearing their remonstrances, 

· and receiving information from aU who were dis

posed to communicate it, but cantious of imparting 

their own views to any, they were in fact popular 

with the country, though overlookcd and slighted by 

the Assembly. 1\lluch was expected of them, but it 

could not be snpposed that their opinions would be

come known until officially reported to the govern

ment, and their discretion in this respect was uni

versally acknowledged, not the slightest hint having 

transpired through any one of them, or their attaclzés, 

significant of the vicws they entertained of the vari

ous matters committed to their enquiry, until their 

Reports were laid befilre the Imperial Parliament. 

The Secretary to the Commission, Mr. T. Fred. 

Elliot, had been an official in the Colonial Office, and 

by that means had become well acquainted with the 

affairs of the Province. He was, besicles, generally 

acknowledged to be a man of business and talents, 

as well as tact, and on the whole very proper for the 

duties he had to perform under the Commissioners. 

The Executive Committee of the Constitutional 

Association at Que bec, recommended by a resolution, 

(of which public notice, earl y in May, was given in 

the newspapers,) the formation of a Select General 

Committee of the petitioners who had lately ad

dressed His l\1ajesty and the two Houses of Parlia.

ment, to meet at Montreal, on the 23rd June, and 

that for this purpose they should, on the 23rd of l\lay, 

elect at the several places mentioned in the notice, 

delegates to be present at the convention. Dele

gates were consequent! y named from varions parts of 

the Province, who accordingly met at Montreal. 

The following resolutions were adopted, but it 

does not appear that they were practically followed 

up:-

1 

.1. 
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" That un agent or agents be now appointed, and Chap. do proceed to England, to forward the vievYS of this Lu:.vut Select General Committee. 'i?T " That the said agent or agents be instructed to 3 
• present and support a petition to His l\1ajesty, praying the recall of His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, from the government of this Province ; and that he, or they, be further instructed to urge on the atten-tion of His Majesty, and the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament, the petitions presented in the year 1835, by the British and Irish inhabitants of this Province, praying for justice. 

" That the Chairman and twelve members of the Select General Committee, be now named a Committee to prepare instructions for the guidance of such agent or agents, in strict accordance with the Reports of the severa! sub-Committees received and adopted on the 27th June instant, and with such resolutions as have been, or may be, passed by this Select General Committee; and that the said Committee do also form a Committee of Correspondence with the said agent or agents. 
" That this Committee do adjourn to the caU of the Chairman and ten members, and that twenty days notice, at least, be given of the time and place of meeting." 
It is to be observed, however, that the above resolutions were not generally approved, even by the Constitutionalists, particularly those in Quebec, and for this reason, it is believed, they were allowcd to lapse. 
Sir John Col borne having be en, at his own request, owing to a disagreement with the Colonial Ministcr, Baron Glenelg, on public matters in Upper Canada, relieved of the government of that Province by Sir Francis Bond Head, reached 1\'lontreal on the l st of February, on his way to England viâ New Y or k. His progress from 1'oronto to tbat city bad 
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Cha.p. been one splendid procession throughout, the inha
xx.xvm bitants along the whole route turning out to receive 
ill& the ex-Governor, and accompanying him in vast 

· multitudes, in carriages and on horseback, from vil
laO'e to village. At 1\Iontreal he was received with 
th~ warmest acclamations by the British population. 
He remained until the 19th :May, when he procecded 
with his family to New York, intending to embark 
for England. At this city he met despatches from 
the Colonial Minis ter, and from Lord Hill, Com
manding in Chief, appointing him Commander in 
Chief of the Forces of the two Provinces, with the 
local rank of Lieutenant General. Sir John Col
borne, after visiting Washington and several other 
parts in the United States, accordingly returned to 
l\Iontreal, notifying by a general order of the lst 
J uly, 1836, his assumption of the command of the 
forces in the Canadas. llis return was universally 
hailed by the loyal in both Provinces, and lucky for 
them was it that he did return. 

The Earl of Gosford summoned the Provincial Par-
liament again to meet on the 22nd of September for 
the despatch of business, and which be opened with 
the speech following :-

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council. 
"Gentlemen of the Ilouse of Assembly. 

"The events which marked the close of the last 
Session of the Provincial Parliament have occasioned 
your being convened at this unusual season of the 

year. 
" The Address on the state of the Province then 

voted to His 1\I~~esty by the House of Assembly, 
having be en laid at the Foot of the Throne, 1 fe el it 
my duty to avail myself of the earliest opportunity 
of communicating the answer which His l\Iajesty has 
been graciously pleased to retnrn thereto. I shall 
therefore transmit a copy of it, in the usual way, to 
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the House of AssemLly; and shall, at the same time, Chap. 
in obedience to the King's express commands, place xxxv11I 
before both Ilouscs, the instructions under which I ._....,...._ 
assumed the Government of this Province, as weil as 1836· 
those addresscd to myself and my colleagucs in the 
Royal 1\Iis ion. 

" Gentlemen of the Hou se of Assem bly. 

"In compliance with the injunctions of His 
1\I~esty, I have again to recommcnd to your atten
tion the estimates fi>r the current year, and also the 
accounts showipg the arrears duc in respect of the 
Civil Government, which werc laid before you 
during the last Session. The King has observed 
that you were induccd, in that Session, to grant the 
supplies only for six months, and to prefer the 
cornplaints contained in your Addrcss, apparently 
in consequence of the publication of a few detached 
passages from the instructions to which I have allud
ed, and of inferences drawn from them, which a 
knowledge of their cntire contents must be expccted 
to remove. His 1Iajesty thinks it thcrefore but just, 
that you should not be held to be committed to a 
course adopted under a misconception, but should 
have an opportunity of reconsidcring your conclu
sions with the full information as to the views and 
intentions of His niajesty's Government, which you 
will derive from the perusal of the whole of the docu-
ments to be laid before you; and he trusts that, 
upon your becoming acquainted with their general 
tenor and spirit, you will accede to the application 
which I made to you at the commencement of the 
la t Session, and which I am commandcd now to 
renew, for payment of the arrears due on account of 
the public service, and for the funds necessary to 
carry on the Civil Govcrnment of the Province. 

"That the business of the Governmeut cannot be 
carried on successfully whilst the salaries of the 
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Chap. public servants remain unpaid, is too obvious. I hope, 

nxvm to leave room for a suspicion on the mind of any one 

~ that, in making this renewed demand for the liqui-

. dation of these just claims, either His Majesty's 

Ministers in England, or I, who bear his delegated 

authority in this Province, can have any object in 

view, se"parate from the public good. 

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council. 

" Gentlemen of the Ho use of Assembly. 

"As this meeting of the Legislature bas been con

vened for the purposes I have already mentioned, 

and as a prolonged absence from your homes at this 

particula~ season of the. y~ar, may be atten?ed ~th 

1nconvemence to you, 1t IS not my present mtentlon 

to recommend any other matters to your considera

tion. I cannot, however, refrain from congratula-

ting you on the summer having passed away without 

any signs of epidemical disease, for which we ought 

to feel deeply thankful, nor from publicly expressing 

my gratification at the reception I every where met 

with, in my recent visits to different parts of the 

Province. 
" It is to me matter of the highest satisfaction to 

know, th at the exposition which I made to y ou at 

our first meeting of the views and policy of His 

1\tlajesty's Ministers towards this country, and of the 

principles which should guide me in the administra

tion of its aflairs, is full y borne out in the documents 

which I shaH lay before you, and has met with the 

approbation of my Sovereign. From the day I 

entered on my arduous duties, I have to the very 

utmost of my ability acted up to the principles I 

professed; nor have I ever ceased to remember, that 

the two first objects of my Government were the 

removal of abuses and the reconcilement of opposing 

parties. By caution, by forbearance, and by the 

e.x:ercise of what I believe to be a liberal policy, I peo 
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have sought to promote the welfare of the Country, Chap. 
and to gain yonr confidence. If I succccd in this xxxvm 
btter objcct I shaH rejoice at it, principally because--;:--
. '}} ft' l h f'd • h d 18v6. 1t Wl a on me t e means o omg t e greater goo ; 
and if I fail of success I shaH al ways be consolcd by 
the consciousness of having labored earnestly to 
deserve it." 

The Assembly immediately after receiving his 
Excellency's Speech, resolved that it would, on 
Monday next, (27th instant) go into Committee of 
the Whole, to take into consideration the state of the 
Province. 

The following Address in answer to the speech 
was agreed upon by the Assembly, and prcsented to 
his Excellency :-

" l\1ay it please Y our Excellency: 

"We, His l\Iajesty's faithful and loyal subjects, 
the Commons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Par
liament assembled, humbly thank Y our Excellency 
for the Speech delivered from the Throne at the 
opening of the present Session. V\r e in like manner 
express our thanks for the promptitude with which 
His Majesty's Government has, as Y our Excellency 
has been pleased to inform us, in compliance with 
the desire expressed by us in the last Session, sent 
so early an answer to the Address then voted by ns, 
after mature deliberation, upon the State of the 
Province. W e beg Y our Excellency to be assured 
that that Address contained the faithful and sincere 
expression of our wishes, opinions, and wants; at 
the same time, that it was calculated to remove 
every doubt respecting the spirit of liberality in 
which this House wouldreceive the necessary reforms 
in the institutions and administrations of the Govern
ment of this Province, so long prayed for by this 
branch of the Legislature, and by the body of the 
people. 1V e the re fore trust that the answer will be 

Q2 
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Cha p. explicit and satisfactory, and tend speedily to rem ove c 

xxxvm the obstacles which have hitherto prevented the t 

.._....,..._..correction of abuses, the redress of grievances, and 

1836 h . f l p . 
· t e prospenty o t 1e rovmce. 

'' With this hope, whatever inconvenience we 

may suffer from the particular season of the year in 

which the Legislature has been a sembled, any per

sona! sacrifice will be deemed of little moment ; and 

we beg to assure Y our Excellency that, on every 

occassion in which we are called upon to exercise 

the powers entrusted tous, we shall consider it one 

of the highest and most imperative of our duties to 

devote our attention to the removal of the evils 

under which the people of thi Province ha\Te labour

ed and still continue to labour, and tu protect them 

from the effects of a system which has corrupted the 

Provincial Government, and which has even driven 

the highest authorities in the Empire to act and 

measures injurions to the liberties of His 1\Iajesty's ti 

faithful Canadian subjects. m 

" "\V e have not deemed it necessary to enter in 

detail npon the con ideration of the varions subjects a 

adverted toby your Exccllency, until such time as, pl 

according to promise, Y our Excellency shall have u 

more fully communicated to us the reasons '\vhich B 

have caused the convocation of the Provincial Par-

liament. Y our Excellency, in limiting the subjects 

to which you have called our attention undcr the aJ 

present circumstances, has, no doubt, been actuated 

not only by the motives expressed by your Excel

lency, but, moreover, by the consideration that 

although this House has, during the great length of 

the last Session, zealously laboured for the welfare 

of the Province, and with that view adopted many 

measures which we deemed to be in accordance with 

the intention of IIis 1fajesty's Government. Our 

labours have be en rende red abortive, in consequence pe 

of the systematic rejection by the Legislative Coun- aq 
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cil of ali the projects of law calculated to remedy Chap. 
the past, to protect the people for the future, to xxxvm 
enlighten them and advance their moral welfare, to--,........... 
. h . . l d h . l d' . d 1836 1mprove t e1r soc1a an p ysiCa con Itlon, an to · 
entrust them with tho e powers and influence in the 
Constitution, the administration of laws, and the 
management of their local affairs, to which they are 
entitled, and which are guaranteed to them by the 
very principles of Governmcnt. 

"1'he circumstance of that body having continued 
unchanged, must necessarily preclude the idea that 
His :J}fajesty intended to harrass the country by the 
repetition, during the present Session, of scenes so 
discreditable to the vicious Constitution, which it is, 
notwithstanding, attempted to uphold. Y our Excel
lency, as weil as the authorities of the l\iother Coun
try, must now be convinced, that the best intentions 
of the head of the Provincial Government, and par
tial reforms in the details of the admini tration, 
must constantly prove abortive when opposed to a 
system convulsed by elements e sentially adverse, 
and in which we behold on the one band, the peo
ple in conjunction with this House, demanding the 
unrestrained exercise of the powers and rights of 
Briti h subjects, with a Government established 
upon a just basis applicable to the condition of the 
Province, together with the maintenance of guar
anteed and endeared institutions ;-and on the other 
band a branch over which the Country bas no con
trol, which has invariably shewn itself hostile to its 
institutions and its inhabitants, and which bas not 
ceased to excite and to foster attempts at disorgan
ization, oppression, divisions and hatreds, political 
ascendancy and exclu ive rights for one portion of 
the people, and degradation for the mass of Cana
dians of every origin, the most attached to the 
permanent interests of the Country, and the best 
adapted to strengthen the Government. It is 
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Chap. between these two ineconcileable systems that we 

xnvmtrust His Majesty's Government have come to a 

._....,..._. determination, in accordance with our humble 
1836

· prayers. If our hopes be realized, we feel certain 

that the rules which Your Excellency declares to 

have guided you in the discharge of yoUl· arduous 

duties, caution, forbearance, and the exercise of a 

liberal policy, cannot fail of success. 
" W e are convinced of the sincerity of Y our 

Excellency when you declare that yo~ will rejoice 

in having sought to promo te the welfare of the coun

try and to gain its confidence, and that one of the 

fust objects which Y our Excellency has endeavoured 

not to lose sight of, has been the removal of abuses. 

W e entre at Y our Excellency to fulfil, as far as it lies 

in Y our Excellency's power, the arduous task which 

has been assigned to you, and above ail we beseech 

Your Excellency, in pursuance of the attachment 

which Y our Excellency declares that y ou feel 

towards Canada, to be pleased not to rest satisfied 

with partial and ineffectual reforms, but to ascend 

to the source of the evils under which we suffer, 

and to becomè the lasting Benefactor of the Country 

-by helping to secure to the people and to this 

House the exercise of ali their rights, to procure the 

repeal of such Legislative enactments as have 

encroached thereon, and the removal of the abuses 

which have fettered the exercise thereof, and to 

introduce in our institutions, particularly in the 

Constitution of the Legislative Council, those changes 

confidently demanded by this House and by the 

people, in such a mann er as to fix the Provincial 

Government upon a firm and liberal basis, and 

thereby to afford us a pledge of future prosperity, 

and, conformably to our expressed conviction, many 

years of security, peace and happiness." 
To this Address, delivered on the 27 th of Septem

ber, His Excellency replied: 
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" I thank you for this Address, and I shall take Chap. care that, in pursuance of the promise made in my xxxvm Speech from the Throne, no time shall be lost in~ laying before you the answer of our most Gracious · Sovereign, to your Address of last Session, on the state of the Province. I shall at the same time cause to be communicated, the other documents which His Majesty has commanded to be presented to you." On the same day, immediately after making the above reply, His Excellency sent down the following message: 
" In pursuance of the intention expressed in his Speech, at the opening of the present Session, the Governor in Chief transmits to the House of Assembly a copy of the answer which the King has been graciously pleased to return to the Address on the State of the Province, voted to His Majesty by the Assembly during their last Session ; together with a copy of the Instructions under which the Governor in Chief assumed the Government of this Province, and of those addressed to himself and his colleagues, in the Royal Commission. 

"DowNING STREET, 
" 7th June, 1836. 

" MY Lonn,-His Majesty having had under his consideration the Address of the House of General Assembly of Lower Canada, on the state of public affairs in that Province, has commanded me to convey to the House, through Your Lordship, the following answer : 
' The King contemplates with deep regret the ill success of His Majesty' s efforts to rem ove from the minds of the Representatives of the people of Lower Canada, those distrusts and jealousies with which they appear unfortunately to have been affected. Conscious, however, that His measures have been dictated by an eamest solicitude for the welfare of ail 
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Cha p. classes of His Canadian Subjects, unmixed with any 
xxxvm motive of a less just and liberal character, His 
~ :Majesty awaits with tranquillity the result of this 

· long and painful discussion, assured that when the 
misconceptions of the moment shall have passed 
away, His labours for the prosperity ofLower Canada, 
will be repaid by the confidence of the inhabitants 
ofthat Province, of whatever class or national origin. 

"His ~Iajesty is sustained and encouraged in these 
hopes by observing that, the 1-Iouse of Assembly were 
led to grant the supp1ies only for six months, and to 
prefer their present complaints, apparent! y in conse
quence of the publication of sorne detached passages 
from my Despatch of the 17th oflast July, on which 
passages the House have founded the remark " that 
the researehes authorized by His ~Iajesty for the 
purpose of ascertaining the means of doing justice 
to His Canadian Subjects, were on severa! of the 
most essential points, limited by pre-conceived 
opinions and anticipated decisions. 

" This supposition, even if it had received any 
countenance from the insulated extracts from my 
instructions to y ou and y our colle agu es in the Canada 
Commission, which were brought under the notice 
of the 1-Iouse of Assembly, would have been entirely 
removed if the House had be en in possession of the 
whole of those instructions. They would have found 
not only that the general tenor of those Instructions 
favored an entire freedom of enquiry and judgment 
by the Commissioners, but that the most unequivo
eallanguage had been studiously employed, for the 
express purpose of counteractingthe opposite opinion. 
I know not how it would have been possible to have 
expressed His ~Iajesty's gracions intentions in terms 
stronger or more unambiguous. ln my Despatch of 
the 17 th J uly last, I stated that, " although y our duty 
as Commissioners would be exclusively to enquire, 
to deliberate, and to report, yet within thP 'lphere 
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of that duty you were placed under no restrictions Chap. excepting such as the necessity of the case, or your xxxvm own judgments might prescribe.' ~ "1 concluded my instructions by disclaiming 'the · remotest intention of fettering your discretion, or of res tric ting in any degree the exercise of your own judgments, either as to the subjects of enquiry, or the opinions at which you may arrive.' I observed that in the course of your investigation new topics would occur to you, and new views of topics already familiar would present themselves. ' Y ou will not' I added, 'on any occasion, or for any reason, shrink from the explicitdeclaration of your sentiments. Y ou will not decline any en quiry, the prosecution of which may promise benefit to the Colony or to the 1\Iother Country.' 
"If the whole of my despatch of the 17th July had been before the House of Assembly, they would have found in these and in other pas ages, a sufficient disproof of the supposition that your enquiry was limited by any pre-conceived opinions or anticipated decisions. 
" It is indeed true that, in approaching this subject, I recorded rea ons which strongly enforce the closest possible adherence to the existing Constitution of Provincial Government. In every part of His exten. ive dominions, it has been the constant object of His Majesty to correct real abuses, and to introduce snch improvements as the exi ting state of society, and the deliberate voice of public opinion have appeared to demand. But to reconcile necessary chancres with the tability of political and social institutions has been no les an object with His Maje ty. At once to reform in the spirit of the Constitution, and to oppose changes conceived in a contrary spirit, is a duty which the King will never shrink from avowing his intention to fulfil. " In conformity with this rule you were directed 
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Cha p. to ' apply yourselves to the investigation of this pat t 

xxxvm of the general subject, enùeavouring to ascertain 

Ts how far the Legislative Council has really answered 
6

' the original objects of its institution, and consider

ing of what amendments it may be susceptible.' 

Y ou were also informed th at wh en y our 'Report should 

have been received, His l\Iajc>sty would take into 

his most serious consideration the questions whether 

there are any amendments in the law on this sub

ject, which it would be fit to propose for the consi

deration of the Imperial Legislature, and which, 

being founded on the principles and conceived in 

the spirit of the Act of 1791, may be calculated to 

render the practical operation of that statute more 

conformable to the wishes and intentions of its 

fi·amers.' 
"If it be enquired what definite meaning is to be 

attached to the terms which I have thus employed, I 

answer that the principle of the Constitution of 1791, 

is, that there shall be two distinct and independent 

Houses of Legislature. Adhering to this general 

principle, it remains for your lordship and your col

leagues, acting on the instructions addressed to you 

as Commissioners, to enquire how the most effectuai 

means can be taken for securing such a Legislative 

Council as shall enjoy at once a due share of public 

confidence, and a full exercise of an enlightened and 

independent judgment on ali matters submitted for 

its consideration. 
" The fears of sorne and the hopcs of others, have 

placed a more narrow construction on the extracts 

of my Despatch of ~he 17th July. In disavowing 

that meaning I make no new concession, but simply 

adhere to the views which I was honored by his 1\Ia

jesty's commands, to express before. Such as the 

intentions of His Majesty's confidential advisers were 

on this subject in July last, such they still continue. 

'' The Address further adva.nces a complaint con-
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nected with the Executive Government of Lower Chap. Canada, a complaint which does not find a place mvm either in the 92 resolutions of 1834 or in any of the~ earlier Addresses or votes vf the House of Assembly. · The ho use now, however, state the necessity of establishing in the Province what is termed 'a respon-sible and popular government.' 
" Understanding these expressions in their obvious sense, His Majesty is happy to declare that they do not advance beyond the principles by which it is His pleasure and command that the Executive Government of Lmver Canada should be administered. It is His 1\'Iajesty's desire and injunction that full and early explanations should be afforded to the Representatives of the people, of ali important measures adopted by the government ; that the Assembly should enjoy the most ample opportunity of exp laining both to the King, himself, and to His Majesty's Representative, in the Province, their opinions and their wishes respecting every su ch measure ; that the imputed misconduct of any public officer, with the exception of His Majesty's Representative, the Governor, who must be responsible directly to the King and the Imperial Parliament, should be closely and impartially investigated, that means should be devised for bringing to trial and punishment within the Province, itself, every such officer to whose charge any malversation in office may be laid ; and that effectua] secnrity should be taken for the zealous co-operation of ail subordinate officers in every measure advised by the Legislature and sanctioned by the King for the general welfare of His Majesty's subjects. 

"The Address of the Assembly calls upon His Majesty to recommend to Parliament the repeal of the British statute respecting the tenures of land in Lower Canada. If the House had been in possession of my Despatch of the 17 tb J uly, they wonld 
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Cbap. probably have waived this application. They would 
xxxvm have be en aware that the reluctance of the 1 ïng, to 
T recommend to Parliament any measure which could 
1 36' be plausibly represented as an unnece sary interfer

ence with the internalaffairsofthe Province, isthe sin
gle obstacle to the introduction of a Bill on thatsubject. 

" The Address proceeds to demand the repeal of 
the Act and the revocation of the Charter under which 
the British North American Land Company is incor
porated, and the resumption of the lands which have 
been sold to them. I shall not, I trust, be thought 
forgetful of what is due to the privileges and dignity of 
the Ho use, if 1 do not shrink from the avowal of any 
opinion deliberately entertained by the l\1inisters of 
the Crown, though it be not in accordance with the 
sentiments of the Representatives of the Canadian 
people; I must, thcrefore, state that His 1\I::~csty's 
Government cannot proceed to the consideration of 
the questions raised by the Assembly respecting the 
British North American Land Company, unless it 
can first be established in due course of law that the 
claim of the Company to · their corporate character 
and to their lands is invalid. No considerations, how
ever urgent, of temporary or apparent expediency, 
not even the desire to concilia te the good will of the 
Assemhly of Lower Canada-than which no motiYe 
can be of greater weight,-could reconcile His 
l\Iajesty to a measure, the principle of which "'ould 
endanger the foundation of ali proprietary titles, and 
all social rights. 

" The remaining topics embraced in the Address 
require, on the present occasion, no very lcngthened 
notice, because, when attentively considered, that 
document does not appear to advance any principL 
respecting them essentially different from thosc wluch 
are admitted or maintained in my De spa teh of the 
17th of July. 

"Respecting J udicial independence, the Asscmhly 

fra 
OP, 

of 
fin 
no 
thl 
eXI 



ThH 
of the h 

easure whicn 
nnece .sarv~' 
e Pro1inc~. h ' 
aBillonthab 

lemand the~ 
Charterunnei 
d Compan:~ 
the lands 11E 
1 
I trust œ 

lilege. ana~: 
mthea1on 
b\· the) ·, 
ac~ordanœ 
'res of the r 
1te that lfu l 

the cor8ne 
emb\vre~ 

Corn pan:, 
ourse ofla~ 
co~rate.tll 

considmr 
apparent exr~ 
the ~r. 

~ ... 
!3D \l'~lll L 

ould reœ 
ciple.oM~: 
propnet~rr 

intnd 
nowr:.~::. 

co!li:c~ 

831 

frankly admit the entire coïncidence bctween the Chnp. opinions of His ~Iajesty's l\:Iinisters and their own. xxxvm ''\Vith regard to the settlement and management~ of the uncleared lands, and to all questions of · finance, I tru t I am not mistaken in supposing that no es ential difference in principle exists between the sentiments contained in the Address, and those eipresseù in my despatch of the 17th July. "And now, referring to the preceding remarks, I conceive myself entitled to state, that there did not exist during the last Session any real or snbstantial difference of opinion between the l\!finisters of the Crown and the Ho use of Assembly, on any question regarding which His l\Iajesty' Government felt at liberty to take any immediate proceedings. No single complaint had been alleged which had not been either promptly removed, or made the subject of impartial enquiry. No mal-administration of the affairs of the Province was imputed to y our Lordship. Without any actual controversy with the Executive Government, the Ho use, however, declined a compliance with the proposition to provide for the arrears and for the supplies pending the enquiry. His l\Iajesty does not den y that this is a power which the law has entrusted to the representatives of the people. But he cannot admit that, on the present occasion, the recourse to the exercise of that power can be attributed to any indi po ition on the part of His Majesty to accord the fullest measure of justice to His Canadian subject . On a review of all the circumstances of the ca ~ e, His J\fajesty's Government are led to the conclusion, that the course pursued by the House is to be a:;;cribed to the misapprehension of the tenor of your Lordsh1p's instructions, induced by the publication of a few detached pas ages from them. Y our Lordship will, thcrefore, communicate to the Ho use a complete copy of those instructions, and will renew your application for the an·ears now 



Chap. due to the public officers, and for the funds neces
xxxvm sary to carry on His Majesty's service. 
~ 

1836. "I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
" Y our m<?st obedient servant, 

(Signecl,) "GLENELG." 

The message and documents accompanying it wcre 
referred to the Oommittee of the whole House on the 
state of the Province, which was to sit on that day. 
1'he Assernbly, after delibera ting in Oommittee during 
several sittings, finally reported on the 30th Septem
ber, an Address to His Excellency, which was adopt
ed on a division of 58 to 6,* and presented on the 3rd 
October, to His Excellency, in the following terms :-

" We, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, 
the Comrnons of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parlia
ment assembled, respectfully approach Y our Excel
lency for the purpose of further replying to certain 
parts of the Speech which it pleased Y our Excel
l<'ncy to deliver at the opening of the present Ses
sion; also to a Despatch from His :Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated Downing
street, 7th June, 1836, which, with varions docu
ments, you were plcased to cause to be laid, accor
ding to promise, before us. 

" Rcferring to our Address to His 1Iajesty on the 
State of the Province, dated 26th February, 1836, 

* YEAs.-Mes:>ieurs Anùot, Bardy, Barnard, Berthe• ut, Bertl'nnù, 
Besserer, Blanchard, Blanchet, Bouffard, Boutillier, Careau, Cher· 
ri er, Côte, CourtE.>au, Déligny, Desaunier, De Tonnancour, De Witt, 
Jacques Durion, Pierre Antoine Dorion, Charles Drolet, Joseph 
Toussaint Drolet, Dubord, Fortin, Fraser, Girouard, Godbout, 
Grannis, Hébert, Hotchkiss, Huot, Jobiu, Kimber, Knight, Laco,;te, 
Lafontaine, Lajoie, Larue. Lefrancois, Létoul'neau, :Marquis, Meil
leur, Méthot. Mol'În, Mousseau, O'Callagban, Perrault, Pl'o~x, 
Raymond, Rocbrune dit Laroque, Scott, Simon, Taché, Ant01re 
Charles Taschereau, Joseph André Taschereau, Toomy, Trudel 
and Viger.-58. 

N,\.Ys.-Messieurs Blackburn, Clapham, Power, Stuart, Wella 
and W ood.----13. 
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wc as~m·e Y our Excellency, as we have already do ne Cha p. on a recent occasion, that it contained the faithful xxxvm expression of the vicws, opinions and wants of this-....-H Il f h l h . 1836. ouse, as we a o t e peop.e w om 1t represents. W e have not as y et been able to discover any misconceptions, or any misunderstanding on our part, of a nature to change the views which we thcn entertained on the divers subjects treated therein, or to suggest other means for their accomplishment. W e still believe it to be our duty, as well as for the advantage of the people, to persist in the same demands, in the same declarations, and particularly in the demand of an elective Legislative Council. Our opinion on the position of the country at the present epoch, as expressed in our answer to Y our Excellency, dated the twenty-fourth of this mon th, will shew how ill justified we should have been in departing therefrom. W e trust that His Majesty' s Government will not, after mature deliberation, entertain any doubt as to the correctness of our statements and assertions, particularly of the neces-sity of changing, conformably to the prayers of this Ho use and of the people, a brancl1 of the Legisla-ture which has, with narrow and self-interested views, and moved by party spirit, interposed itself of late more than ever between the Country and l\ietropolitan State, and destroyed ail our attempts to aid in the reparation of abuses, and by causing the result of our labours to reach the foot of the Throne, to enable His Majesty's Governmcnt to con-firm us in the belief of the sincerity of its intentions and promises. 'Ve respectfully submit, that although the evils and grievances which oppress the country have not been caused by us, we have spared no pains to terminate the same : those efforts have ail failed in that brancl1, and we are firrnly convinced that ail measures of a just and liberal nature will hereafter constantly fail therein. The remedy is 
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Ch within the reach of His l\1ajesty's Government. \Ye 
xxx~~~r shall see it a pp lied with the most lively satisfaction, 
-----::--·and however sincere may be His 1\Iajesty's de ire to 
18 ù 6· witness the cntirc removal of the grievances of the 

country, 'Yc can furnish in proof of a desire equally 
sincere on our part, the manner in which we pro
mised, in our Address above mentioncd, to wclcome 
the rcforms which we still expect, and the spirit of 
liberality and concession which accornpanied that 
expression of our hopes. 

" There is, in the more recent dispositions of the 
Governrnent, in reference to the full and unrestrained 
exercise of the rights of this Legislature, a point 
which bears cssentially on the character of the pre
sent Legislative Council, which we pray His :Majcsty 
not to lose sight of; that is, that although in principle, 
His 1Ylajesty's intention of leaving to the Provincial 
Legislature the repeal of certain injurious laws, and 
the adoption of new provisions favorable to the insti
tutions and to the liberties of this Province, in what· 
ever concerns its particular interests, be constitutional 
in its nature, and a wise acknowledgment even of 
the principle of our position, the effect thereof has 
be en, and will be practically impossible, in consequence 
of the anomal y which the existence of the said Legis· 
lative Council has created in the Legislature of this 
Province. And we express our constant and un
alterable conviction, guided by the principles of the 
Constitution itself and a long and sorrowful experi· 
ence, that this state of violent opposition cannot be 
changed until the principle of popular election shall 
be introduced into the constitution of the said Coun· 
cil, so as to have a second distinct branch, agrceably 
to what the existing state of society and the dcliber~te 
voice of public opinion require, and which shall enJ.OY 
at once a due share of public confidence and a full 
exercise of an enligh tened and inde pendent judgment; 
a result so much to be desired, that, in the said Des· 
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patch, the finistcrs of the Crown have fou nd the rein Cha p. one of the essential princ1ples of the Act of 1791. xxxvni vVe therefore dare to flatter ourselves that the pre-7s tensions and en·ors of the past will be forgotten, and 1 
• · that this great question will be considered in its full extent, in its connection as well with the principles as with the practice of the Constitution, and not as regards peculiar reluctances or preconceived opinions respecting which it has pleased His 1\Iajesty, in the said Despatch, to remove our fears concerning the future. 

" "\Vhat we have stated above relative to the operation in the Province itself of a Legislature free to watch over its own interests, induces us to hope that, until there be an essential change in the Legislative Co un cil, His ~fajesty, whilst desirons of adhering to his benevolent inclination of abstaining from every act which could be represented as an unnecessary intervention in the internai affairs of the Province, and thereby even oppose himself to every legislative act on the part of the 1\Ietropolitan State tending to destroy that large basis, would be pleased to take into his consideration the pure and simple repeal by the Parliament of the United Kingdom, of the Act commonly called the Tenures' Act, and of that passed in fa v or of the Land Company, as not being opposed thereto, inasmuch as the Canadian Legislature never participated in the passing of these two Acts against which this House and the people have, from the commencement, universally protested, and as their opposition to the rights, laws and institutions of this Province is now scarcely a subject of controversy. vVe therefore persist in praying that, until the Bill passed on several occasions by this House for the abrogation of the said Tenures' Act be favorably received in a Legislative Council disposed to give effect to the Royal intentions, His Majesty's Government would be pleased to assist in otherwise accomplishing 



8~6 

Chap the repeal dernanded, which would enablc us to re

xxxvur establish order in the important question of lands 

~and of proprietary law, and to accomplish, for the 

· advantage and happiness of the inhabitants of the 

country, and of th~ other of His :J\'Iajesty's subjects, 

the views expressed in our said Address. 

" It is for the same reasons that we persist in de

manding likewise the repeal of the Act passed in 

favor of the Land Company, and of the privileges 

which that Act pretended to confirm. The consi

derations of public and private law which cause us 

to take a view of this subject different from that taken 

by His Majesty's lHinisters in the said De~patch, are 

too numerous and too palpable to be detailed at this 

moment. W e shall pass over, also, in silence, the 

rights peculiar to the people of this Province, and 

the circumstances, painful to us, under which that 

Act was passed, and those privileges granted ; and 

we shall abstain from pointing out the means at the 

disposai of the government to scttle this question 

with justice to all parties. W e shall merely aùd, 

that every day convinces us the more, that the prin

cipal tendency of that Company is to maintain that 

division of people against people, amongst the dif

ferent classes of His Majesty's subjects, which bas, 

in common with aU the evils resulting therefrom, 

been fostered in times past, with too much success, 

by corrupt administrations. 

'' N either can we for be ar from here pointing out 

what we conceive to be, independent of its constant 

connection with the system of Metropolitan ascend

ancy and Colonial degradation, a grand error in the 

disposai of the public domain of this Province. That 

is, that in granting the lands nominally under the 

tenure of free and common soccage, which, based 

upon views of free and prosperous colonization, and 

with a due respect for the laws of the country, would, 

in fact, ~e a desu·able tenure; the advantages thereof 
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ha e, in reality, only be en accorded to the original Cha p. rantees rendcred absolute masters of immense tracts.xxxvm of land, '·ithout any resene having been made for~ the future rights and interests of the mass of actual settlers ho would improvc the , oil, but who, although His Majest .. /'s free-born subjects, find themselves fet-tered in the extent of all those great concessions, by <merous and servile tenures. It is nevertheless after this system has been tardily repudiated, that nearly .a million of acres of the lands of the country have been improvidently, and without any greater control, granted to the said Company, with the further privi-lege of augmenting that quantity by unlimited acqui-itions dangerous to the liberties of the people. Independent of this anomal y and numerous other vices with which the said grant i tainted, the King' s JV[inisters cannot be so unacquaint~d with. the subject, as to consider it a question merely of priva te law, or to believe that, in any new country, the disposai and ettlement of an immense extent of the public lands can be withdrawn from the control of the Legislature, and abandoned to the unrestrained direction of individuals. 
'' The presence in the Province of certain pretended authorities, whose powers and attributes are not to be found either in the Constitution or in any law, has so often be en alleged by Y our Excellency and by the Execut!ve a'uthorities in the Metropolitan State as being of a nature to retard till a future period, the restoration of order and the introduction ûf those improvements demanded by the people, that we cannot refrain from here making a few general observations which must have attracted the attention of every public man. W e believe that this Ho use is the legitimate and authorized organ of ail classes of inhabitants in the country, and that its representations are the constitutional expressions of their ishes and of their wants. We believe that the im

P 
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Chap. vartial use we have made of the powers vested in ns, pends 
:xxxvm for the protection and the happiness of all our fellow- look u 
rn;' subjects, ought to have secured to us due confidence, •·' 

· when we solemnly exerciscd those high privileges. It this H 
must, however, have been the result of an unjust dis- and c( 
trust of this House and the people of this Province, that macag 
His Majesty's Government has rejected our prayers to contra 
defer to the opinions of a few individuals, stratïgers 
to the country, the fate of which was thereby com
mitted to men whose vague and subordinate mission 
could not be acknowledged by any independent au
thority recognized by the Constitution, the spirit of 
which 1-Iis Majesty is particularly desirous to maintain. 
'.rhus it is that a power acting without law and against 
law, could not form any other connection but with 
those who entertained the same erroneous views, and 
who, long sin ce the avowed encmies of this Ho use 
and of the people, profit by the system of dishonest 
policy wbich has been up to this moment the bane of 
the country, and which bas, nevertheless, been main
tained by many acts and declarations of the Crown 
and of Parliament. We believe therefore that the 
restoration of order and of the mutual respect which 
those whose duty it is to maintain it owe to each 
other, is one of the measures the most conducive 
to promote the establishment of a Government as 
responsible and as popular as that which His :Majesty 
(in enumerating in the said despatch his dispositions 
on se veral important points) declares he is entirely 
disposed to admit. 'Ne must equally declare that 
any departure from those intentions based upon in
quiries emanating from a vitiated source, could not 
be sanctioned by any portion of the people sufficiently 
strong to lend its aid to a good Government. 

'' W e shall pass over in silence the J udicial inde-
pendence and the establishment in the Province of a 
high Tribunal of public impeachments. lt is too 
evident that the sole obstacle which now exists de-
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pends upon the solution of the question which wc Chap. 
look upon as of the utmost importance. xxxvm 

" N either shall we discuss the ùemand made by ~ 
this Ilonse, of the frcc exercise of its Parliamentary 
and Constitutional authority over the settlemcnt and 
management of the lands of the Province, and its 
control over all the branches of the Executive Gov
crnment; we shall also omit whatcvcr appertains to 
the settlement of the financial question, whcreby the 
Executive authority "Tonld no longer impede the 
rightfu1 control of this H~ouse over the public reve11UC. 
Our vicws and offers on thesc two subjects have, 
without doubt, bceu considered liberal by His 1\fa
jesty's Government; we are, at least, inclined so to 
believe, in consequence of the opinion expressed in 
the said despatch on this part of our Address; more-
over, if we understand, in its true meaning, that part 
of the said despatch which approves of our opinions 
on divers other points, ''lthout discussing any of 
them in particnlar, we should be induced to believe 
that !lis ~Iajesty's Government, convinced of the 
ju tice of our dcmands on these points, and of their 
accorclance with the good governmcnt of the country, 
ha::; now acceded thereto without requiring any fur-
ther useless delay, and without further investigation 
of rights and principles so clcar and so essential. 

" If our hope of happy days for our country do 
not lead us to interpret too liberally general expres
sions, and if that hope be founded on something more 
thau generons inferences, wc cannot snfficiently ex
press to Your Excellcnc how much wc rejoice at 
having, by our perseverance, contributed to the sub
stitution of an unjust and partial system, by an order 
of things conformable to the rights and demands of 
the people. N everthcless, we cannot but fe el deep 
regret and profound grief, when we consider that 
these declarations, as weil as those which preceded 
them on se veral occasions, have as y et availed nothing; 
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Chap. that the vices of our political institutions remain ur .. 
xxxvm altcred ; that the Provincial Legislature continues to 
~be paralyzcd in its functions, by the support given 

· to the Legislative Council ; that no essential rcfonn 
has bccn introduced as yet into the Administration, 
or for the rcmoval of abuses ; that the Executive and 
J udicial authorities have prescrvcd and manifcsted 
the same character of a faction combined against the 
libcrtics of the country, and its public property; 
whcn wc pcrceive that prejudicial inquiries in oppo
sition to the above mentioned declaration have not 
as yet been abanc..ùned ;-when, in fine, the Execu
tive Government of the Province, doubtless in obe
dience to the special order of the authority which 
appointed it, has had recourse, since the last session, 
to the practice of disposing of the Public Trcasury of 
the Province, without the consent of this House. 
Thus the state of the country having thereforc re
mained the same, we believe it to be our imperative 
duty to adhere unalterably to the contents of our 
said Address of the 26th of Fcbruary last, as well as 
to our previous declarations ; and to them do we 

adhere. 
" In reference now to the demand which Y our 

Excellency has renewed un der cxisting circumstanccs 
for a Supply, relying on the salutary maxim, that the 
correction of abuses and the rcdress of gricvances 
ought to precede the grant thercof, wc have been of 
opinion that there is nothing to authorize us to alter 
our resolution of the la t ses~ion. Y our Excellency 
will bcar in mind that our determination to obtain 
justice by means warranted by the best 3)>proved 
precedents, and by the spirit of the Constitut~on it clf, 
was takcn at a more distant epoch, and that as a 
mark of our confidence in you, we temporarily de
parted from that determination by voting a Supply 
for six months. W e assure Y our Excellency, as well 
as I-Iis 11ajesty's Government, that in that act, whirh 
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wc look upon as a mark of our liberality, we were Chap. 
promptcd by no min or consideration, nor by any xxxvm 
unjnst or incorrect interpretation of the intentions~ 
of His ilfajesty's 1\Iinisters. The conclusion of our · 
said Address con tains an explanation of our motives, 
and of the difficultics which it was not in our power 
to ·ward off; the sa me circumstances, as well as the 
previous consideration of the salutary principle abovc 
refcrred to, rcnder it incumbent on us, in the present 
conjuncture, to adjourn our deliberations until His 
l\Œajesty's Government shall by its acts, espccially by 
rcndering the second branch of the Legislature con
formablc to the wishes and wants of the people, have 
commcnced the great work of justice and reform, 
and created a confidence which alone can crown it 
with success. 

"Amidst the closing events of the last session, 
there is one circumstance in particular which we 
respectfully believe has not been sufficiently noticed 
by IIis l\fajesty's Government-that is: it was not 
this House, but the Legislative Council which Üe
prived the Provincial Administration of the resources 
which would have been at its disposai, and which 
placing itself betwcen the Crown and the People in 
a matter specially appcrtaining to the Representatives 
of the latter, has prevented the frce gift of the Corn
mons to rcach the Thronc. 

"In concluding this Addrcss, we shall again express 
our bclicf in Y our Exccllcncy's sincerity and inten
tions, and wc flatter onrsclves that under different 
circumstances and with more direct pm-vers, Y our 
Excellency wonld have sooner helped to obtain the 
change ·which wc await. If such a change had taken 
place, the good understanding which has hitherto 
e:xisted between this Ronse and Your Excellency, 
notwithstanding the difficnlties of our respective po
sitions, would lcad us to expect the most happy 
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Ohap. result from Y our E~'cellency's desire to advnnce the 
:n:xvm prosperity of the country." 
~ To this His Exccllency replied :-

" l\Ir. Speaker, and 
"Gentlemen of the flouse of Assemb1y, 

" For the portions of this Address which are di
rected to me personally, 1 cannot but thank you. 
At the same ti me my sense of public duty, and the 
warm interest 1 take in the welfare of the Province, 
compel me frankly to address to you my deep regret 
at the conclusions you have come to. 

'' The determination you express never to resume 
your functions under the existing Constitution, vir
tual1y deprives the country of a domestic Legislature, 
and places it in a situation in which the greatest 
embarrassments must be fclt until a remedy can be 
applied by the supreme authorities of the Empire. 

" Gentlemen, 
" Y our Address shall be transmitted to England 

with the least possible delay." 
Ilis Excellency, on the following day, went clown 

in state to the Council Chamber, and prorogued the 
Parliamcnt with the :fi>llowing short and pithy speech: 

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
"Gentlemen of the IIousc of Assembly, 

" There bcing no longer any prospects of a p;ood 
result from the message, ,vhich, by the comm~md of 
our l\fost Gn:.cious Sovereign, I communicateù a few 
da ys ago to the Housc of Assembly, I hasten to put 
an end to this session, and to enrble you to return to 
your homes. 

"The object of convoi"ing the present Parliament 
wns to make a renevved effort on the part of His :Ma· 
jcsty to restore sorne intcrval of repose to His Cana
dian people. I lament, however, that instcRcl of 
awaiting the dcvelopment of those measures ,.,-hich 
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are in preparation, but which, to be effectuai, must Cha.p. 
be matured with timc and attention, a more hasty xxxvm 
decision continues to be insisted upon, and the Pro-~ 
vince is even threatcned with the abandonment, by 
01.1e branch of the Legislature, of the duties confided 
to it by the Constitution ;-without dwelling on this 
inauspicious project, I will merely observe that, if it 
be persisted in, the number of temporary Acts in 
Lower Canada, and the importance of sorne which 
are not long bence to expire, must give peculiar effect 
in this Province to a decision, which, in no country 
endowed with powers of domestic legislation, could 
be otherwise than a severe privation, and source of 
public suffering. 

" Gentlemen, 

" In taking leave of you, I will only express the 
hope I am unwilling to f01·ego, that, however the 
political embarrassments of the country may appear 
to multiply around us, the inherent elements of pros
perity and contentment which it contains may tri
umph over ali adventitious causes of difficulty." 

~rhe Assembly had been in session fi·om the 22nd 
September to the 4th October inclusively (13 days), 
but. no bill whatever had passed, two only being in
troduced, one for the appointment of an Agent in 
the United Kingdom; the other, as at the previous 
session, to amend the Constitutional Act, in so far as 
related to the constitution and formation of the Legis
lative Council, neither ofwhich had reached the third 
reading- when the prorogation took place. 

The following, in reference to the reform of the 
Legislative Councii, as insisted upon by the Assem
bly, is from 1\Ir. Neilson's Quebec Gazette, 19th 
ADgust, 1836 :-

"LOWEll. CANADA POLITICS. 

"The Quebec llfercury, of last evening contains a 
second letter on the Canadas, copied from the 
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Cha p. London Times of the 13 th June. The writer is cer- plaine 
xxxvm tainly much better acquaintcd with the public af- harm 
. ~ fairs of the Provinces than most of the persons who nnce 

· write in the London papers ; but he falls into sorne time 
errors. It was only latterly that Mr. Hume took who 
any active part in stir:ring up mischief in Canada, these 
and we believe he is more indebted to love of theo- ed in 
ries and an intcrmeddling disposition for any harm 
that he has done, than any vicions motives. 

" The whole of the difficulties in the Canadas which 
have now retarded the prosperity and diminished 
the happiness of their inhabitants for many years, 
proceed from the notion of the abolition of the Le
gislative Council. Neither Mr. Hume, nor 1\Ir. 
Viger, nor Mr. Mackenzie, are the au thors of it. 
It was first agitated in the Assembly of Lower Ca
nada, in 1831, and Mr. Viger, who had lately been 
called to the Council, was opposed to it. It did 
not even originate in Canada ; was never asked for 
hy the petitions from any portion of the country, be
fore it was introduced into the Assembly; was 
twice negatived in that body : viz, in 1831 and in 
1832, by the same House who adopted it in 1833. 
The Elective Council was a substitute proposcd by 
the late Mr. Thomas Lee, in 1831; but not acted 
on at the time. 

" The ide a of annihila ting one bran ch of the Legis-
lature originated in England. It was the offspring 
of a place hunting propensity among persons there 
in sorne degree connected with Lower Canada. 
An agent bad been recommended by the Canada 
Committee of 1828; the nomination of the Assem
bly had failed by disagreement with the Council, and 
Mr. Labouchere had refused to act officially, as it 
might place him in opposition with his duty as a 
~iember of Parliament. A reformation in the com
position of the Council was commenced, and it was 
passing every Bill which the Assembly had corn-
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plained of its not passing; in fàct therc was greatcr Ohap. 
harmony in the colony, more doing for its ad- xxxvnr 
vancement than ever haù been donc in the same ~ 
time before. But there were people in England · 
who werc in want of advancement. It was under 
these circumstances that a book was written and print-
ed in England in 1830, and sent out to Canada, 
recommending the abolition of the Legislative Conn-
cil. This book bore the name of the la te Dr. La
terrière, but was written by lVIr. John Arthur Roe
buck, the same who had written and published a 
pamphlet at Que bec, in 1822, in favonr of the union 
of the Provinces. The notions of this book were 
adopted by sorne persons on the River Chambly, and 
unfortunately, in the end by ~Ir. Papineau, the 
Speaker, who got Mr. Bourdages to move a resolu-
tion to that effect in the Session of 1830-31. l\fr. 
Roebuck has then the sole merit of the proposai to 
destroy one of the co-ordinate branches of the Lower 
Canada L<>gislature, which has had such an in
jurions effect on the Province ; and l\Ir. Hoebuck is 
Agent of the Assembly, in England, with a salary 
and contingencies of oe1,100 sterling, a year, paid 
in full, in good bills on London. Ail this is matter 
of fact which can be supported by indispntable evi
dence, but of whieh the writer in the Times was 
probably not aware." 

The Legislature of Upper Canada being still in 
session, an Address, shortly after the prorogation of 
that of this Province, was voted by the Assembly to 
IIis ::\Iajesty, praying for the annexation of the City 
and Island of ~Ion treal to that Province. 

The Executive Comrnittee of the Quebcc Consti
tntional Association, cleeted in Dcccmber, 1835, (and 
of which 1\.fr. Andrew Stna.rt had bccn Chairman 
~ince its formation, in December, 1834, nntil the time 
when, retiring from it at his O"\Yll requcst, he \Vas 
succeeded by l\Ir. John N~_ilson,) made, at a general 

P2 
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chap. meeting of the hody on the 5th December of the 
:xxxvm present y car, thcir annual report of procecdings for ms the prcvious twelvemonth, concluding as follows :-

. " 1'he Committec, on a brief reYÏc\Y of the position 
of the mcmber.s of the Association and petitioners 
since the last annual report submit, that although 
nothing bas been actually donc to alleviate the evils 
of which they complained to l-Iis l\Iaje~ty and the 
Imperial Parliament, they see no reason for des-

pouding. 
"Whatever may be the lamentable wcakness ex-

hibited by the Colonial Executive, the Committee 
arc pcrsuadcd that at lea. t there is a desire on the 
part of His 1\Iajesty to do justice to the Province, 
and to maintain the necessary powers and preroga
tives of the Orown, so as to enable him to give these 
the dcsired effect. 

"îhc jnhabitants of Lpper Canada, on an appeal 
to thPm by the Crown, have cffcctnally di:;;enthralled 
thcmseh'es from the dominion of men who bad com
bincd :vith the prcvailing party in the Assembly of 
this Province to subvert the establishe'l Constitution • 
of the Camt.d.as, and perpctuate the evils Ôf "'\Yl1ich 
we eomp1ain. 'l'hat Province i now affording un
controvertible evidence of the bcDefits which may 
be derived from the existing Constitution, with an 
Assemb1y cultivating harmony with the other 
branches of the Legislature, and co-operating in the 
liberal and beneficent views so often exprcssed by 
the British Government. All our Sister Colonies of 
this Continent are also promotinn· thcir own ":elf~n·e, 
under a Constitution in principl~ similar to that of 
the Cnnadas, a11d in harmony with the general gov· 

crnrncnt of the emnirc. 
" The Cmnmitte~ cannot flatter itself, that much 

good has rcsulted fi-om its own labours as dctailed in 
the present report. . 

"It has, hmveYer, kcpt constantly in mind that 1t 
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was a dnty imposed upon it, by the members of the Ohap. 
Association and the petitioners, to support their xxxvm 
petition before the Royal Commissioners. On sev-~ 
eral heads of enquiry, it will be seen that the Corn- o. 

mittee has been heard, but it has to regret that on 
one most important point, the state of the represen
tation, the documents which were in preparation 
have not yet becn completed, and the duty as weil 
of completing these, as of making such further re
presentations as may be called for, will devolve upon 
their successors in office. 

"It will also be their duty to lay before you the 
proceedings had by the Select General Committee, 
at l\1ontreal, as well at the meeting in June, as at 
their late adjourned meeting, in the last month, 
when they shall be received. 

"The Committee may, however, presume that the 
following clauses of their instructions have not been 
lost sight of in the enquiries of the Royal Commis
sioners, viz :-

" There is one complaint closely connected with 
the topic referred to, of which I do not find any 
notice in the re~olutions of the Assembly. The 
Constitution of Lower Canada consists of varions 
branches or members, to each of which Parliament 
has assigned such functions as were thought neces
sary to counterbalance the danger of abuse in the 
other organs of Government. 

" If the balance be disturbed, a counterpoise would 
be required to re(;tify the disturbance. It is earnestly 
maintained by many, that the Ronse of Assembly 
docs not supply a fair representation of the Canadian 
People; that the constituencies throughout the Pro
vince are so arranged as to ensure the rcturn of a 
much larger proportion of Members in the interest 
of the Canadians of French descent, than is warrant
ed either by their numbers or their property; and 
that neither the commercial interest, nor the land-
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Chap. holders in the Townships, are protected in the po~ 
xx:x:vm pular branch of the Legislature with any just regard 
~ to the importance, orto the wealth and number of 

· the persons employed in those classes. The Cana
dians of :British descent have been therefore, it is 
said, accustomed to look to the Legislative Council 
for defence against the partiality which they ascribe 
to the Members of the House of Assembly. 

" It will be necessary tor you to enquire into the 
truth of these allegations. This duty, indeed, you 
are bound to perform, with a view to the general in
terests of the colony, even independently of any 
reference to its bearing on the constitution of the 
Legislative CounciL The number of persons of 
British or of French birth or origin actually sitting 
in the Assembly will, of cour e, afford a most per
fect criterion of the influence by which their seats 
may have been obtained, and of the course of policy 
to which they will habitually incline. The ma
terial question respects the national character and 
prepossessions rather of the sevcral constituencies, 
than of the different ~Iembers. Lower Canada 
must also be viewed as a country in which the limits 
of settlement and cultivation are continually 
widening. It requires therefore an elective system, 
resting on a principle such as shaH accommodate 
itself to changes which are taking place in the cir
cumstance of the Electors, with a magnitude and 
rapidity to which there is no parallel in the commu-
nities of Europe." 

The Committee termina te as follows :-

" The late meeting of the Legislature has furnished 
aùditional evidence if any were wanting, that 
the Province cannot enjoy the benefit of good gov
ernment, an independent administration of justice, and 
a beneficiallocal Legislature, until there is a reform 
i~ the representation in the House of Assembly, 
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founded upon the combined principles of terri tory Cha p. 
and population, so that the British and Irish inhab- xxnm 
itants and others not of French origin may have that~ 
share in the choice of the Membcrs to which they · 
are entitled. That such a reform will ever be ef
fected with the consent of the present overwhelm-
ing majority of Members, elected by a distinct con
stituency whose peculiar prejudices are incessantly 
excited against their fellow-subjects not of French 
national origin, cannot reasonably be expected. 

'' The Committee trust, however, to the sense of 
justice which prevails in the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom, to whom all parties have appealed, 
and to the settled adherence of men of British and 
Irish origin, to the principles of the British Consti
tution, as weil as to their persevering character for 
final success in obtaining justice. 

"The Committec can rely with perfect confidence 
on the warm attachment of the petitioners to the 
countries of their birth and of their ancestors, to 
enable them to endure all the trials to which they 
may yet be exposed in this Province." 

The whole nevertheless humbly submitted. 

By order of the Committee, 

~r. A. YOUNG, 

Secretary. 
The Commissioners having investigated and re

ported upon the matters referred to them, Sir Chas. 
Grey took his departure for England, v1'a New York, 
at the end of November, Sir George Gipps and Mr. 
Elliott following him in February by the same route. 
The reports of the se gentlemen, which did not appear 
publicly until after they were laid before the Impe
rial Parliament, wcre elaborate and comprehensive, 
but too voluminous, although propcrly belonging to 
the history of Lower Canada, for a place in the pre-
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Chap. sent work, or in the appendix to it, constituting, as 
:xxxvm they do, a considerable volume of them selves. 
~ ..Â..ccounts reached the Province towards the middle 

· of April, that Lower Canada affairs had been brought 
up in the l-lo use of Corn mons by Lorù John Russell, 
and that certain resolutions bad been adopted by a 
large majority with respect to them.~k These pro-

* The following Members spoke in the debate of the 6th f 
March, on Lord John Russell's Resolutions respecting Canada, 
viz :-Lord John Russell-~Ir. Robinson-Mr. P. Stewart
Colonel Thompson--Sir William Moleswor\11-Sir Geo. Grey
Mr. Leader, who moved an amendment-Mr. Roebuck, twice-and 

Mr. Ilume. 
r.ESOLUTIONS ON CANADA AFFAIRS. 

6th .March, 1836. 

"1. That since the 31st day of October, in the year 1832, no pro· 
vision has been made by the Legislature of the Province of 
Lower Canada for defraying the charges of the administration of 
justice, and for the support of the civil government within the said 
Province; and that there will, on the lOth day of April now next 
ensuing, be required for defraying in full the charges aforesaiu 
to that day, the sum of ~142,160 14s. 6d. 

" 2. That at a session of the Legislature of Lower Canada, holden 
at the city of Quebec, in the said Province, in the months of 
September and October, 1836, the Governor of suid Province, in 
compliance with His Majesty's commands, recommended to the 
attention of the House of Assembly thereof, the estimates for the 
present ycar, and also the accounts, she"Wing the arrears duo in 
respect of the civil government, and signi.fi.ed to the said House his 
Ma,jesty's confidence, that they would accede to the application 
which he had been commanded to renew for payment of the ar· 
rears due on account of public service, and for the funds uecessary 
to carry on the civil government of the Province. 

"3. That the said House of Asscmbly, on the 3rd day of October, 
183û, bv an Adclrcss tu the Governor of thesaid Province, declined 
to vote a supply for the pm·pose aforesaid, and by the sait! Ad· 
dress, after refening to a former AdJress of the said House to the 
Governor of the said Province, declared thn.t the snid House per· 
sisted, amongst other things, in the demnnd of an Elective Council, 
and in demandiug the repeal of a certain act passed b.T the Pm:lia· 
ment of the United Kiu<Tdom in fa"\lour of the North Amencan 
IJatL<I Company; and by tl~e said Address the said '!:Iousc of .Asscm· 
bly f~rthcr n;dverted to the demand made by that House of the free 
exeretse of Its control over all the branches of the goverumcnt i 
and by the said Address the said House of Asserobly further ùe· 
clarcd, that it was incumbent on them in the present conjuncture 
to ndjonru their deliberations until his Majesty's government, by itB 
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ùuccd great excitcmC'nt and agitation, the papers in Ohu
1
J. 

the interest of the agitators, or "patriots,'' as, not xxxvm 
to seem fastidious, we shall hereafter term them, ~ 
teeming -vvith the most bitter invective against the 1• 

l\Iinister and his supporters.* 

acts, especin.lly by rendering the second branch of the Legislature, 
conformable to the wishes and wants of the people, have com
menceù the great work of justice and 1·eform, and c1·eated a con
fidence which al one could crown it with succcss. 

"4. That in the existing state of Lower Canada, it is unadvis
able to make the Legislative Council of that Province au elective 
body; but that it is expedient that measures be adopted for secur
ing ill that branch of the Legislature a greater degree of public 
confidence." 

* The following will serve as a specimen, from the Vindicator, 
edited by Doctor O'Callaghan, 11. P. P. :-

" It gives us great pleasurc to announce, that the feeling created 
throughout this wealthy and populous District, by Lord John 
Russel! 's infamous resolutions, is one of unmixecl L·DIGNATION.

They are met every where with "curses not loud but deep," and 
a fixed, stubborn determination, to resist any and every attempt 
to enslave the country. 

"The Reformers are already on the alert. Sorne prelimiuary 
meetings ha>e, we unclerstanù, been held, preparatory to calling a 
meeting of the rich and independent County of Richelieu. 'l'othe 
freeholders of the connty in which the Hon. Mr. De Bartzch re
sides, will belong the honor of being ihe fir·st to denounce the 
Honorable renegade and the machiavelian policy of the t1·eacherous 
government. 

".A movement in such a quarter is ominous for the t1·eacherous 
administration of Lord Gosford. It will, we have no doubt, be 
follvwed throughout the Province by similar meetings, and before 
the summer will have gone over their heads, the people of Lower 
Canada will tell, both their representatives and their rulers, that 
they Ul'e not the stuff from which süwes aee made. 

" It cotùd not be otherwise. Those who have combatted, and 
successfully combn.tted, the nttcmpts of Dalhousie to pny away 
thei1· moncy without the authority of law; those who have, year 
after ycar, protested against the unconstitutional interference of 
theBrltish Parliament in om· intemal affairs, will not allow it to 
go abrllad to the wol'lcl, that thdr principles and protests are no
thing bettcr thau waste paper. They will not permit it to be said 
tb~t. at the beek of eYen a Ronse of Commons, they now sanction 
what they have up to this day so doggcdly, so repeatedly, so con
sistently, and so honorably resi~ted. 

"A com.bined and dislwnorable junction of lVlûgs and 1'ories, 
in a flouse of Oommons 'rcfonned' but in name, may pass Ra-
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Chap. A great indignation meeting took place at St. 
xxxvm Ours, on the river Richelieu, the 7th :May, undcr 
~the auspices principally of Doctor "YVolfred Nelson, 

· who resided at St. Denis, near that place, and was ex
ceedingly zealous and active in promo ting the patriotic 
cause, as it was now styled by themselves. Sevcral 
very strong and significant resolutions were passcd on 
the occasion. 

" Twelve hundred persons are said to have heen 
present. Seraphin Cherrier, Esq., of St. Denis, pre
sided, and J. P. Boucher Belleville, acted as Secre
tary. Dr. Wolfred Nelson, of St. Denis, and M. S. 
~1:archessault, of St. Charles, addressed the meeting 
at great length. The Minerve says, the greatest en-
thusiasm prevailed. 

" Resolved,-That we have se en with deep indig-
nation the Resolutions proposed in the House of 
Commons on the 6th lVIarch last. The ncccssary 
cffcct of which will be to deprive us of all sccurity 
for our liberty and for future good govcrnment in 
this Province. 

" That the adoption of the said Resolutions will be 

solutions to annihilate the last 1·emnant of Liberty left in t.he 
Colonial Legislatures. A House of Lords, the fundamental prm· 
ciple of wh ose Constitution is inimical to human freedom, may e~· 
dorse the determination of the combined enemies of freedom m 
the Lower House, but neither the Resolutions, their authors, nor 
their supporters, can change the nature of things. Robbery toill 
be robbery still. 

" Russell may, therefore, order Ms Deputy, Gosford, to plunder 
ou1· public chest. A second Falstaff, he may say to his -worthy 
chum-' Rob me the Exchequer, Hal ! '-and his Deputy and 
chum may rob it accordingly : but even this will not legalize the 
plunder. Our rights must not be violatcd with impunity. A 
nowr. of indignation must be raised from one extremity <•f the 
Province to the other, against the ROBBERS, and against all those 
WHO PAlt'l'AKE OF 'l'HE PLUNDER. 

"liENCEFORTH, THERE MUST BE NO PEACE I"T 'l'HE PROVINCE-7!0 

qtwrter for the plundeTen Agitate! Agitate 1 1 AarrA.TE! ~! 
Dcstroy the Revenue ; dcnounce the oppressors. Evcrythmg, JS 

lawful when the fundnmcntal liberties are in danger. '1he 
gunrds die-they never surrenùer.' " 
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a flagrant violation on the part of the Commons and Cha p. of the Government that proposed them, of the Capi- xxxvm tulation, of the Treaty, and of the Constitutional Acts ~ granted to this Province. That these acts and · treaties, bearing on them reciprocal obligations, to wit, on our part affection and obedience, and on the part of England protection and the security of our freedom, will be virtually annulled by a violation of its promise by one of the contracting parties. " That under these circumstances, we can only look upon the Government which has recourse to injustice, to force and to a violation of the social compact, as an oppressive power and a governmcnt of force, to which the measure of our submission should be henceforward measured by our numerical force joined to the sympathy we find in other quarters. '' That the machiavelianism which, sin ce the Oession, has accompanied ali the acts of the Government, the bad faith by which they have hitherto be en characterized, the weakness shown in every page of the Reports of the Commissioners, and in the speeches of Ministers, who do not blush to allege our division and small numbers as reasons for refusing us justice, inspire us only with the profoundest disgust and most marked contempt for men who, governing one of the most powerful and noble countries of the globe, are members of such an administration." "That the people of this country have long and vainly waited for justice, first from the Colonial Administration and afterwards from the 1\Ietropolitan Government, that during 30 years if fear has broken sorne of our chains, the inordinate love of power has forged for us others still more heavy .The high idea we bad formed of the honor and justice of the English people led us to hope that the representative branch of the Parliament would afford more remedy to our grievances. This last hope having failed us we renounce for ever the idea of 
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Chap. seeking for justice heyond the seas, and at lcngth 
xxxvm we perceive how rouch the country bas been abused 
~ by false promises, which induced us to fight against a 

· people who offered us liberty and equal rights, and 
to side 'vith a people who are striving to enslave us. 
Sad experience leads us to acknowledge that on the 
other si de of the line 45, are to be found our natnral 
friends and allie s. 

" That we deny the right of the Parliament of 
England to legislate for the internal affairs of this 
colon y, against our consent and without our partici
pation and our demand, since the non-excrcise of 
this right was guaranteed to ns by the Constitution 
and acknowledged by the 1\Ietropolitan country, 
wh en they feared we shoulù accept the offers of liberty 
and independcncc hcld out to us by the neighbour
ing Republic. 1'hat in consequence we considcr as 
null and void the Tenures Act, the Canada Trade 
Act, and the Act by which the Land Company is 
incorporated ; and the Act which will no doubt be 
founded upon the Resolutions brought forward in the 
Corn mons. 

" Tliat we will abstain as rouch as possible fi·om 
using and consuming imported articles, especially 
those which pay the -highest duties, such as tca, t?
bacco, winc, rum, &c., and will use and consume rn 
preference productions manufactured in this colony. 
That we shall consider him to deserve well of his 
country who shaH cstablish roanufactories of cloth, 
linen, sugar, spirits, &c. 1'Jt.at considering the 1aws 
of trade as of no effect, wc look upon the tradc usu
ally designated contraband (smuggling) to be pcr
fcctly fair-we regard this tratfic as perfectly honora
ble, and will do aH we can to f::tYour it,-support tbose 
who pursne it as deserving weil of their country, and 
will hold those to be infamous who may inform against 
them. 

" Th at to render these reso1 utions more e:ffi ctiYc 
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this assembly is of opinion that a patriotic as- Chap. 
sociation should beformcd in the country, the centre xxxvm 
to be at Quebec or at :Montreal, the end of which ~ 
should be to agree to consume, as far as possible, · 
only articles manufactured in the country, or import-
cd without paying the duties. That for this purpose 
a Committee of ten members be formed to communi-
cate with similar Committecs which may be named 
in other countics, and \vith power to add to their 
number. That l\1essrs. Boucher Belleville, J. B. E. 
Boucher, 01. Chamard, J. E. 11ignault, F. X. 
Poitevin, Ls. 1\-Ioger, Dr. Dorion, Capt. Beaulac, Ls. 
Chappedelaine and Moyse Duplessis do form the 
Comrnittee; that they have also the power to choose 
from amongst them two persons, to represent this 
county in a convention which it is intended shall 
assemble." 

"That in order to effect more speedily the regen
eration of this country, it is desirable, after the man
ner of Ireland, that we should all rally round one 
man. That man, like O'Connell, bas been stampeù 
by God to be a Political Chief, the regenerator of 
a nation; he bas be en endowed for this pm·pose 
with a force of mind and eloquence not to be sur
passcd; a hatred of oppression, a love of his country, 
that neither promises nor threats can shake. That 
this man already pointcd o'ut by the country is L. J. 
PAPINEAU. ~f.1his assembly considering also the hap
PY cffects which huve arisen in Ireland fi·om the con
tribution called the 0' Connell Tri bute, is of opinion 
that a similar contribution ought to be made in this 
country, un der the name of the Papiueau Tribzde. 
The Committee of the Anti-importatiou Association 
will be charged with raising the same. 

"That this asscmbly cannot separate without offer
ing our sincere thanks to the speakers, fcw, indccd 
in number but zealous and able, who have upheld 
our rights in the .IIouse of Commons, as weil as to 
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Chap. the honest and virtnous men who have voted with 
xxxvm them. That the working men of London who, in the 
~spirit of liberty and justice, worthy of a free people, 

have presented a petition to the House of Commons 
in fa v our of this unhappy country, are equally en
titled to our deepest acknowledgments. That our 
friends and brcthrcn of the Political Union of Tor
onto are also entitled to our thanks for the sympathy 
they have shewn towards us in the resolution passed 
by them on the 17 th April, against the coercivc mea
sures of the ~Iinisters. 

"'rhat this assembly is firmly of opinion that, in 
the event of a General Election with which the country 
is threatened at the instigation of perverse and weak 
men, as ignorant of public opinion at the present 
crisis, as they are destitute of influence, the electors 
will show their gratitude to their faithful represen
tatives in again electing them, and in rejecting those 
who have forfeited their words, forgotten their duty, 
and who have betrayed their country either by 
ranging themselves on the side of our adversaries or 
by cowardly absence when the country expected 
from them an honest expression of their opinions." 

Varions other meetings took place shortly after 
this at different places in the district of Montreal, 
1\Ir. Papineau attending as chief actor, being escorte.d 
from parish to parish with great parade, by multi
tudes on horseback and in caleches. The resolutions 
adoptcd were similar to those of St. Ours. Meet
ings of the same charactcr took place in Que bec, but 
the resolutions passed thereat, though seditions, wcre 
less violent than those generally adopted throughout 
the district of Montreal. 

These extraordinary doings, under the di~·ection 
of a " Central Committee" avowedly revolutwnary, 
at length compellcd Lord Gosford to measures for 
staying them. He accordingly issued, on the 15th 
of June, a proclamation, as follows :-
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" ~HEREAS certain of His 1\Iajcsty's subjects, in Chap. 
different parts of this Province, have recently held xxxvm 
Public .:Meetings, and thereat adopted Resolutions~ 
havütg for their ohject the resistance of the lawful · 
authority of the King and Parliament, and the sub
version of the laws, on the observance of which the 
welfare and happiness of ali His 1\Iajesty's subjects, 
under Divine Providence, chiefly depend; And 
whereas at such meetings ev il disposed and design-
ing men, the instigators thereot; have by artifice 
and misrepresentation endeavoured to spread abroad 
statemcnts and opinions, inconsistent with loyal 
duty to His l\1ajesty and to His Parliament, and 
tending to persuade His lVfajesty's subjects that they 
arc absolved from the ir allegiance, th at they can no 
longer depend on the Parent State for Jus ti ce and 
Protection, and that they must seek for the same, 
when a convenient opportunity offers, by other 
means :-

" And whereas it is hoth my resolution and my 
duty to maintain and defend to the utmost, against 
ail such unlawful proceedings and attempts, the un
doubted prerogatives and po'Ners of His l\Iajesty and 
of His Parliamcnt, in order to maintain and seeure 
the Institutions both Civil and Religions of His Ca
nadian subjects, and to preserve peace and good 
government in this Province :-

"And whereas upon these occasions aforesaid, 
representations have knowingly been made entirely 
devoiù of truth, for the pm·pose of inducing His 
l\fajesty's subjects to swerve from their allegiance, 
and of producing a belief that the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom has violated, or intends to violate 
the just rights and privilegcs of His l\Iajesty's sub
jects in this Province, and is about to adopt oppres
sive measures towards them:-

" Being desirons of undeceiving such as may 
unwarily have becn led to rely npon such untrue 
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Chn.p. and mischievous representations, it has become my 
xxxvmduty, as the Representative of His 1Iajesty, to ad· 
~ dress myself most earnestly to the people of this 

· Province, in the confidence that they willlisten to 
the language of reason, respect unanimously those 
precepts of just subordination inculcated by the Laws 
of this thcir country, and by no act of reckless in
discretion, either compromise their present happi
ness and future prospcrity, or permit th ose perma
nent interests to be compromised by others. 

" I do therefore, by and with the ad vice and con
sent of His :;\Iajesty's Executive Council of this Pro
vince, hereby most solemnly exhort ali the subjects 
of His Majesty in this Province to unite in 
the cause of peace and good order, to discon
tinue all writings of an exciting and seditions 
tendency, and to eschew ali meetings of a dan
gerous or equivocal character; and I do hereby 
enjoin and strictly command alll\1:agistrates in and 
throughout the Province, all Officers of JYiilitia, Peace 
Officers and others His :Majesty's good subjects 
therein, to oppose and frustrate the insidious designs 
adverted to in this Proclamation, and to preserve by 
their loyal co-operation, the vigour and inviolability 
of the Laws, on which their religion and future hap-
piness depend." 

This did not, however, stop the "anti-coerciun" 
(as they were now termed) public meetings, which 
were continued with more fervour and violence of 
language than before,-" Vive Papineau! t·iz:e ht 
liberté! point de despot·isrne-a bas la proclamation! 
kurra for tlwse English who œre our friends! doum with 
those who would i'fl}u·re tts," &c., being the rallying 
cries at those revolutionary assemblages, held for the 
most part on Sundays, at the doors of the parish 
churches, at the issue of Divine Service in the fore
neon. At these meetings, at which ftags with mot
toes and emblems, expressive of the ireasonable pur-
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poses of the leading " patriots" were e.xhibited, the Cha p. 
British Government was unsparingly exccrated, and xxxvm 
the ministers of Ilis l\Iajcsty denounced as rob bers~ 
and swindlers, destitutc alikc ofwisdom and ofhonor, · 
and the people told that they had no alternative to 
rescue themselves from degradation and servitude to 
British rule but their own strength and the patriotism 
of the Assembly. The proclamation was treated with 
great indignity, and by none more so than by 1\lr. 
Papineau, who, in aU his public harangues to the 
multitudes collected to receive him in his tournée 
through the rural parishes in the Upper District, did 
not fail to speak of it in terms of the uttermost con
tempt, and accordingly wheresoevcr it was in any of 
those parishes posted up, it \Vas torn down without 
scruple as an insult upon the public feeling. l\1r. 
Papineau extended his peregrinations, in June and 
July, to Quebec and the lower parts of that district, 
to Kamouraska inclusive] y, where, however welcome 
at sorne places ( St. Thomas and L' Islet for instance),* 
he was not generally so weil received as he had been 
in the upper parts. 

"vVe learn, (says the Vindicator,) with much 
satis:k'lction from the Liberal t of Saturday tbat the 

* "It gives us great pleasure to learn,that the Hon. Mr. PAPINEAu 
experienced the most cordial reception on his arri val to attend the 
meeting of the Counties of Bellechasse and L'Islet, about 25 miles 
below Quebec. The people turned out in large numbers, not 
with colors nor flags, but with something more signi:ficant-with 
muskets. We are happy to learn that the people are th us exhib
iting a proper sense of their situation. From England they have 
nothing to expect but insu.lt and robbery."-Vindicator. 

".Mr. Speaker Papineau arrived in town on Saturday, from the 
South Shore, in this District, and proceeds to Montreal trus even
iHg. He went no further than Kamouraska, and bas bcen at St. 
Charles since the beginning of the week. N otwithstancling that two 
Sundays and one holiday have intervened sin ce he has been in this 
District, he bas bad no other invitation to any agitation meeting 
but that of St. Thomas. Thirteen partial meetings out of 46 
electoral divisions, have now taken place."-Quebec Gazette. 

t An agitation paper then recently issued at Quebec. 
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Ch~tp. patriotic lnhabitants of the County of Saguenay 
xxxvm met at 1\Ialbaie, on the 25th ult., and passed a series 
Ts;7' of resolutions expressive of the strong disapproba-

. tion tb.ese good people entertain against the Hussell 
atrocity. :Major Louis Tremblay presided. Captain 
Thos. Simard was Vice President. :Messrs. Gauvreau 
and Tremblay, N. P., acted as Secretaries.* 

'' It is," observes the Vindicator, "determined 
upon, we understand, by the people of the counties 
L'Assomption and Lachenaie, who formerly formed 
but one county (Leinster,) to meet together, this 
year. They are but waiting the arrivai of the Hon. 
l\ir. Papineau, whose presence they desire. 

" A deputation arrived in town yesterday from the 
county of Laprairie to invite the Hon. Speaker to 
attend a meeting of that county. The Hon. Gentle
man not being in town, we are not able to say on what 
day the meeting of that populous county will take 
place. 

" The meeting of L'Acadie county, which was 
fixed for the 16th, is postponed for the present for a 
similar reason. 

" Three counties are now waiting the return of 
the Hon. Mr. Papineau from Que bec. This is a con
vincing proof of the falsehood of those enemies of 
Canadian Rights, who would have the people believe 
that this great man's popularities are declining. 

" It is stated in the Herald of Thursday, J uly 13th, 
that the loyal inhabitants of St. Eustache are about to 
forward a petition to His Excellency the Governor
in -Chief, for protection from the outrages with which 
they are threatened by the agitators ; and that out
rages still continue to be perpetrated in that part of 
the country. It is reported that even the Priest of 

* It seems that Messrs. Lafontaine and Girouard who had visit· 
ed Murray Bay and North Shore below Que bec, in co-operation 
with Mr. Papineau on the South Shore were amon()' them.-Quebec 
~ercury. ' o 
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the parish has been threatened, because he is pious Chap. 
to God and loyal to his King! On .B1riday night, the xxxvnr 
barn of this respectable clergyman was destroyed. ~ 
"\V e have heard mu ch of the veneration of the Cana- · 
dians :fin· their religion and its ministers. Should it 
prove true that from among some of them this trait 
in their character has departed, there is no doubt, 
that an enemy has been in their field and sown tares 
among the wheat."-Montreal Gazette. 

While Mr. Papineau was thus visiting the district 
of Que bec to cheer his partizans and prepare them 
for coming events, an effort was made to realize a 
large meeting of his party in the city of ~Iontreai. 
It, however, proved a fàilure, although a considerable 
number did assemble on the occasion. A Oonstitu
tional, or "GREAT LOYAL l\1EETING," took place 
shortly after this, in that city, at which several thou
sands attended, consisting of ali the British, Irish, 
and such other inhabitants of l\fontreal and its neigh
bourhooù as werc for preserving the constitution of 
the Province and its connexion with Great Britain 
inviolate. At this meeting, held on the 6th July, 
in the place d'armes, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted, the Hon. Peter McGiU open
ing, in an appropriate speech, the business of the 
day, and proposing the Hon. George Moffatt as 
Chairman, who accordingly, with acclamation, was 
called upon to preside. Jules Quesnel and S. De 
Bleury, Esquires, were named Vice Presidents, and 
"\Villiam Badgley and Leon Gosselin, Esquires, joint 
Secretaries, on the occasion, to preserve order and 
record the proceedings of the meeting:-

" .Resolved,-That the unjustifiable refusai of the 
House of Assembly, of Lower Canada, to make the 
necessary appropriations for the administration of 
justice, and the support of the Civil Government of 
the Province, has been the principal cause of the 

Q 
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Chsp. resolutions proposed by I!is ~1ajesty' s Ministers, banners 
::uxvm and adopted by the Imperial Parliament. lonltY, 
~ "Resolved,--That this meeting disapproves of the hère to 

· outrageous p1·oceedings of the majority of the House British 
of Assembly in its formal refusal to proceed with the · nage: a 
public business, in its declared determination not to the pro 
co .. operate with the Government, and its resolution thevari 
to follow the line of poli tics which it has adopted; "THE~ 
and that these proceedings are the cause of the 
greatest evils to the Province in general, ruinous to 
the commerce of the country, and destructive of the 
industrious and the agricultural classes. 

"Resolved,-Tbat this meeting cannot express in 
language sufficiently strong, their detestation of the 
immoral and disorganiz1ng measures recommended, 
and of the resolutions adopted at the meetings re~ 
cently held in different parts of this Province; and 
that this assembly disapproves of them as direct!y 
opposed to the sentiments of fidelity to His :Majesty, 
and of devotion to his Govemment, entertained by 
his loyal Canadian subjects throughout the Province . 

" Resolved,-That this meeting is strongly con
vinced that the real and recognized grievances of 
His ~Iajesty' s subjects in Lower Canada will be full y 
redressed by His Majesty' s Government ; that the 
continuation of the connexion of Lower Canada with 
the Mother Country is esscntially necessary to the 
prosperity and advancement of this Province ; and 
that all attempts to disturb that connexion, and to 
produce a dismemberment of the empire, is directly 
contrary to the opinion of this meeting, and ab~o~ 
lutely opposed to its desires as well as to it m-
terests.' 

A "GREAT LoYAL MEETING'' and demonstration 
took place, in like manner, also at Quebec, on the 
31st of July, at which se veral thousands attend~d, 
walking in procession

1 
preceded by a band of musw, 

through the city to the Esplanade, with fiags and 
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banners, bearing mottoes and emblems s1gnificant of Chap. 
loyalty, and the determination of the people to ad- XXXVIII 

here to their allegiauce and the sovercignty of the ~ 
British Crown. A small press, mounted on a car- · 
riage, attended by a body of printers, accompanied 
the procession, giving out, as it proceedcd through 
the various thoroughfares of the city, an Address from 
"TIIE LOYAL PRINTERS OF QUEBEC," an impression 
whereof is inserted below. * On arriving at the Es
planade, John William vroolsey, Esq., one of the 
oldest, and most respectable inhabitants of Quebec, 
and formerly an eminent merchant, but then retired 
from business, was called upon to preside at the 
meeting, Joseph Deblois and Pierre Pelletier, Esqs., 
being also named Vice Presidents, and :l\iessieurs 
Deguise, T. O. Lee and Prevost, Secretaries. The 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted :-

* TO THE PUBLIC. 

" THE LoYAL PaiNTEns of Quebec, forming the majority of that 
body, are desirons of presenting thPir fcllow citizens with a bricf 
record of their feeling on an occasion when it behoves every man 
who has the welfare of the colony at heart, and who desit·es to 
perpetuate the connexion wîth the l\fother Country, to come 
bol<.lly forward and to expres~ his detestation of the insidious 
machinations resorted toby a. sel:fish and ambitions band, who, in 
the hopes of persona! aggrandizement, seek to disturb the peace of 
the country, and to plunge their fellow ci~izens into the miseries 
of ci vil contention, in the hope not of producing public good, but 
of improving their own thriftless condition. 

"THE FREEDO:.!: OF THE PRESS IS THE PALLADIUM OF BRITISH 
LIBERTY, and it cannot be supposeù that the Printers of this city, 
who now address you, are uumindful of the po"'ers or of the 
privileges of the mighty engine they wield. Y et they kuow well 
how to distinguish betwecn LIBERTY AND LICENTIOUSNESS j and 
whilst their efforts will alwayB be strenuous and un:ftinching in 
supporting the LIBERTY OF THE PRESS and the interest of their fel· 
low citizens, they trust that none amongst them will be found so 
base as to prostitute the noble engine, which has given knowledge 
to the world, to the vile purposes of private slandm· or of ma
ligning the just and equal Government under whose protection wc 
live. Y et wh en grievances exist, we are to be found at our posts, 
and reaùy, at ail risks, to expose them. W e fear not to sp<>ak the 
truth, though the Sovereign should be the object of our remarke. 
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Chap. "Resolved,-That we have observed with deep 
XXXVIII regret, the attcmpts whieh have been made at 
~meetings recently hclù in different parts in this Pro-

. vince, to disseminatc disrespect for the public au· 
thorities and disaffection towards the British Gov
ern.ment and Parliament, and to excite to the viola-

tion of the la vs. 
'' That whatever differences of opinion may have 

prevailcd in the Province with regard to its public 
coneerns, the inhabitants thereof have hithcrto main
tained a distinguished charactcr for fidelity to the 
Sovcrcign, a love of public order, and obedience to 
lawful authority; and that it is our duty and determin
ation still to main tain this charactcr, and resist to the 
ntmost all acts or attcmpts contrary to the allegiance 
which is due to the British Orown, or against the 
public peace, or in violation of the law. 

" That \Ve fecl the entire conviction that the pre
sent unfortunate condition of public affairs in this 
Province is in great part owing to the misunderstand
ings and dissensions which have prevailed in the 

Whilst we ' fear God, nnd honor the King,' we feel thtlt we best 
ohey this injunction by honoring TRllTll; and on this occasion we 
meet to declare our conviction that TRUTH, REASO~ and Jt:STKE, 

alike ~·equir·e our support shoulcl ùe gi.ven to TH:J? ~ov.ERNMENT, i!t 
the rneasures it has adoptecl to correct the evll m:flicted on thJ.S 
Province, by the misdeeds of one branch of the Legislatu1·c. 

"V arions mottoes hn.ve be en adopted by different Presses. 'fhnt 

whi<!h we take is-

"PRO REGE,-LEGE,-ET GREGE. 

"FOB. THE SOVEB.ElG.',-TH:Ii: LAW,-AND THE PEOPLE. 

"In maintaining the rights of each, it is our fixed resolve tbr:t 
wc will 'nothing extenuate nor set down aught in malice,' in th1s 
spirit do those who now address you mean to continue their 

labours. 
" W e are, respected Public, 

"Y our faithful servants, 

"THE LOY .A.L PRINTERS 
"ÜF QUEBEC." 
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Legislature, and amongst the inhabitants of the Pro- Cha p. 
vince; and that a remedy is to be found in avoid.ing xxxvm 
these misunderstandings and dissensions for the fu-~ 
ture, and in the cordial union of ali classes in pro
moting the peacc, welfare and good government of 
the Province. 

"~rbat it is equally the duty and interest of the 
Government, and the subject, of the colon y, to co
opera te in the remedy of all abuses which may be 
found to exist, to the end that the peace and pros
perity of the Province may be effectually promoted, 
and ali classes of the inhabitants be maintained in 
equa] rights, and all the p culiar privileges which 
they enjoy, or to which they are legally entitled. 

"That under the present circumstances it is our 
duty humbly to assure His 1Iajesty's Government, 
that it may fully rely on our fidelity to the Crown 
and affectionate attachmcnt to the connexion sub
sisting between this Province and the United King
don of Great Br.itain and Ireland. 

"That an humble Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief~ embodying these 
resolutions, and praying that he would transmit the 
same to His l\Iajesty's Governmcnt in England. 

" That the chairman, vice chairman, movers 
and sccondcrs, with the following gentlemen, be 
a committee to prepare and present the said Ad
dress." 

An Address, in conformity to thcse resolutions, 
was pres.;utcd to the Gm·crnor in Chief on the 2nd 
of August, to which His Excellency returned the 
following ans\<ver :-

'' GENTLE::\fEN ,-I shaH have much plcasurc in 
transmitting, as yon request, to Her l\lajesty's Gov
ernmcnt in Englanù, the Addrcss which yon have just 
presented to me for that purpose, and I fcel con
vinced that Rer l\fajesty will receive with entire 
satisfaction the assurance of fide1ity to the Crown, of 
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Chap. obedience to the laws, and affectionate attachment to General 
mvm the connexion between this Province and the United sembled 
~ Kingdom, which so numerous and highly respectable prescrib 

· a portion of the inhabitants of the city and vicinage given f( 
of Quebec have thus come forward to tender. The e Victori2 
assurances, in conjunction with that union of loyalty A p 
and public spirit which has so recently been mani- placeS( 
fcsteù in this town, cannot fail to prove peculiarly anAdd 
acceptable at a time when the most artful and insi
dious attempts have been rcsorted to, to disseminate 
doctrines at variance with morality and justice, and 
tending to the overthrow and violation of those )aws 
and institutions which ecure to the whole body of 
Her ~Iajesty's Canadian subjects the rights and im
munities they now enjoy. 

"While I deeply regret these attempts, and while 
my earnest endeavours shall be directed to avert the 
calamities they are calculated to produce, I can as
sure you that I shall not cease to adhere to those 
principles which I have ever held, and shall always 
be ready and anxious, while I fill the high situation 
confided to me by our Gracions Sovereign, to co
operate in the remedy of abuses, in promoting ~he 
welfare and happiness of this Province, and in mam
taining all classes of its inhabitants in the full and 
peaceful enjoyment of equal rights. 

"Castle of St. Lewis, 
"Quebec, 7th August, 1837." 

The official account of the death of His Majesty 
King \Villiam the Fourth, ( which had occurred on 
the 20th of June,) reached Que bec on the day (31st 
July) on which the procession jnst mentioncd took 
place. The intelligence was announced at four 
o'clock in the afternoon by the firing of sixty min;lte 
guns from the Citadel, the royal standard ft.oatmg 
half-mast high from the Citadcl flag-staff. 

On the following day (lst August) the Go~ernor 
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General and Members of the Executive Council as- Chap. 
sem bled at the Castle of St. Lewis, and took the oaths .uxvm 

p~cscri~ed by l
1
a,y .. Or

1
d
1
ers were atMth.e sameQ time ~ 

g1ven wr proc a1mmg er present aJesty, ueen · 
Victoria, with the usual formalities. 

A public meeting of the citizens of Quebec took 
place soon after this, at which it was resolved, that 
an Address of condolence and sympathy with Her 
Majesty on the decease of Her prcdecessor, the la te 
King, and of congratulation upon ber own advent to 
the throne of her ancestors, should be prepared. It 
wa numerously signed, and transmitted, through the 
Governor in Chief, to Her Majesty, being as follows: 

"TO THE QUBEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY: 

" Most Gracions Sovereign, 
'' W e, your Majesty' s most dutiful and loyal sub

jects, the Clergy, the Magistrates, and Inhabitants of 
the City of Que bec, and its vicinity, in y our Province 
of Lower Canada, most humbly beg leave to offer to 
your Majesty our sincere condolenee and sympathy 
on the mournful occa ion of the decease of your :Ma
jesty's Royal predecessor, King William the Fourth, 
of blessed memory. 

"Although distant from that portion of the Empire, 
over which His la te Majesty more immediately reigned, 
the virtues and Lenignity of his disposition, and his 
unceasing anxiety for the honour, welfare and hap
pincss of aU classes of his subjects, were no where 
better known and fclt than in these colonies. 

"As inhabitant of a celebrated port and citadel, 
justly deemed the key of the Canadiau Provinces, 
wc cannot but consider it a happy coïncidence, that 
this city has not only been honored by the presence 
of your 1\fajesty'slamentcd Uncle, as one of the scenes 
of his early patriotic exertions in the naval senice of 
his country, but also, subscquently, by the residence 
of y0ur Majesty's Royal Father, Prince Edward, 
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Chap. Duke of Kent, while serving as an officer in the arm' 
:x.x:xvmof Great Britain, and in command of the royal force ... 
~in this garrison. 

''Y our ~1ajesty's faithfnl subjects in these Pro-
vinces have ever maintained their loyalty unim
peached; and have proved, by their readiness to de
fend their country in the hour of danger, that they 
justly appreciate all the blessings they enjoy under 
the paternal rule of the illustrions Bouse of Bruns-
wick. 

""'\Ve, therefore, most humbly and respectfully 
entreat your Majesty to accept our most cordial con
gratulations on y our Majesty' s happy accession to 
the Throne of your ancestors, assuring y our :Majesty 
of the loyalty of these populous Provinces, and of the 
peculiar and heartfelt satisfaction with which the 
commencement of your Majesty's reign has been 
hailed by ail classes of the people. 

'' "'\V e beseech Almighty God to preserve your 
~Iajesty's valuable life; to bless the Empire, to which 
it is our pride to belong, with peace and prosperity; 
and to vouchsafe that your Majesty may long live to 
reign over a free and contented people, the gr3.ce, 
ornament and example of a British Court." 

A spirit of violence, however, notwithstanding 
those demonstrations of loyalty in the two cities of 
the Province, prevailed from an early period of the 
present summer, in various parts of the :Montreal 
district, manifesting itself, in parti cul ar, at St. Eus
tache, St. Benoit, and other parts in their neighbor
hood to the north and westward of :Montreal, where 
the British inhabitants were threatened, and injury 
in se veral instances done to their property, to an 
extent to alarm them for their personal safcty, and 
of a character to induce, at length, the government 
to issue a proclamation, offering a re ward for the 
discovery and conviction of the perpetrators, ~~t 
without effect, however. In fact, the arm of the cml 
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power was now, 111 the disaffection that existed Cha p. 
thronghout the wholc, or nearly so, of the rural x.Tirvm 

parishes in that district, powerless, no one resident ~ 
in any of them being willing, nor indeed daring, to · 
come f01·ward and execùte legal process of any des
cription, owing to the system of intimidation and 
tcrrorism that rcigncd. ~rhe conduct and language 
of several of the magistrates and militia officers at 
the varions "anti-coercion" meetings that wcre held, 
had been so violent and seditions as finally to jnduce 
the Governor to takc notice, and cali sorne of the 
more conspicnous of them to account. Letters were 
addre::,sed them by His Excellcncy's Sccretary, de
siring explanations of the language imputed to them 
at thosc meetings, as published jn the public news
papers in their interests. This course was trcated 
by those prints as one of" insolence," and nearly in 
the same style by the individuals addressed, most of 
whom, in answer, affected to repudiate their commis-
sions fi·om the crown as anti-republican, alien to 
the popular feeling, and, in fact, rather discredit-
able than otherwi.sc to the individuals holding such. 
} multitude holding minor offices, such as commis
sionerships for the hearing and decision of small 
causes in the country parishes, overawed by the spirit 
that snrrounded them, were induced to resign, to 
avoid the resentment of their revolutionary neigh-
bors . 

The Ami du Peuple, published at :Montreal, on 
the evening of the 31st of October, states, that in 
consequence of resolutions passed at Napierville on 
the 29th, a mob, hcaded by Dr. Cote, had gone to the 
houses of sorne militia officers in the county of 
L'Acadie and forced them to resign their commissions. 

One of the resolutions is as follows :-
'' Resolved,-That ali those who wish to live among 

the inhabitants of this parish be invited to rcsign, 
without delay, the different commissiqns which they 

Q~ 



Chap. hold under the present Government, and that we 
xxxvm will consider, as suspected, (regarderons d'un mauvais 
~ œil,) those who may continue to hold ·commissions 

83 · under Lord Gosford. 
" Several of the officers, it appears, resigned in 

consequence; one, Mr. Timoleon Quesnel, is men· 
tioned as having yielded only after threatcned vio· 
lence on a second visit." 

Instances of this description were now very corn· 
mon throughout the district of 1\1ontreal. 

Therc wcre also indications in some parts of the 
District of Que bec of a spirit of violence, but not of 
an extent to create uneasiness. The focus and hot· 
bed of this feeling seems to have been at St. Thomas, 
sorne thirty miles below Quebec, on the south side 
of the St. Lawrence, as may be gathered from the 
following extracts from a Quebec paper of July :-

'' 'V e understand that a police officer was sent with 
warrants from the Police Office of this city on Tues· 
day last, to apprehend Dr. **** and two other per· 
sons of St. Thomas, who, in their great zeal to up· 
hold the sovereignty of the people, seized upon and 
ill-treated a loyal habitant who was passing their 
meeting, at which the great Papineau \Yas present, 
and had the temerity to shout Vive le Roi, Vire 
l'Anglais, for which treasonable offence he was obligcd 
by the Dr. and his mobocrat associates to ask pardon. 
The Doctor and one of the persons were arrested, but 
the other was absent and has not yet been taken. 
Bail was given, but the affair is now brought under 
the cognizance of the law, and they will be duly 
proceeded against at the Criminal Term for this dis
trict to be hcld in September next." Again, 

" The Old Quebec Gazette bas publishcd the affida
vits of *-K-*7H<-* and **·:é-K-~t-** both residin(J' 
. h ' 0 1n t e pariflh of L'Islet, establishing the co\rardly 
outrage committed upon them by a certain **** 
***** -K-****, of St. Thomas, one ****~~** and 
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one ***** *****, both ofthe same place, shop- Cha p. 
keepers. These documents full y corroborate our xxxvm 
former statement. The offensive words uttered by ~ 
Leon Morin, were-Hourra! pour le Roy Anglais! · 
Nozts avons touJours bien vécu avec les anglais, et nous 
viverons toujours bien ensemble." And for this exclama-
tion they were pursued by the gallant patriots,-who 
had about three hundred assistants ready to execute 
thP.ir orders-were forced to return, and, in fear of 
their lives, to apologize for having uttcred words so 
offensive to these loyal persans-they were abused 
and ill-treated, and then permitted to proceed."* 

Among those militia officers who had been cited 
by the Governor to account for their conduct and 
discourses at the so called "anti-coercion" meetings, 
was Mr. Speaker Papineau himself, who held the 
rank of Major, and to whom a letter, copy whereof 
is given below, was addressed on the subject. His 
answer was brief, and any thing, it must be admitted, 
but courteous. t 

J\Ir. Papineau was consequent! y dismissed from the 
militia, by a General Order, a few days after the date 
of this letter. A multitude of other militia officers 
were in like manner dismissed shortly after. 

* In the prevailing phrenzy, (for such , neither more nor less, it 
really was,) instances of the kind need crea te no surprise. Sorne of 
th ose who, in the war of 1812 were among the fore most of the truly 
patriotic men of that day, in defending their country against foreign 
agg-ression, we~e now! in the ~u~or of the epocb! the most ?eeply 
imbued with th1s spunous patnotism and revoluttonary mama .. 

t " C.ASTLE OF ST. LEWIS, 

"QUEBEc, I2tl~ .llugust, 183'7." 
' 'Sm -The attention of the Governor-in-Chief having lately 

been c~lled to a report contained in the Vindicator newspaper of 
the 16th May last, of the p~occed_ings of a meeting held on the 
previous day at St. Laurent, m w_hich you are stated to have ta~en 
an active part, and where r~sol~twns were pas1ed, som~ of wh1ch 
distinctly recommended a vwlatwn of the Laws, I am dtrected by 
his Excelleney to caU upon you as one holding a commission in 
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Cb.a.p. The demise of his late 11ajesty had the effect of 
xxxvm delaying the measures rclating to Canada contem
~ plated by the home Government, in accordance with 

· the resolves of Parliament previously noticed. W e 
find the following in the report of parliamentary de
bates, that took place with respect to Canada shortly 
after the Que en' s accession :-

" Lord J. Russell obscrved with respect to the 
resolutions affecting Canada, they had been approved 
of by a large majority of that Ho use, and without any 
dissent in the Ho use of Lords; but, at the same 
time, he was very unwilling, at the commencement 
of a newreign-(Cries of' hear, hear,')-to propose, 
as almost a single measure, which, although he 
thought it absolutely necessary, was one that bore a 

the militia, to state whether you were present at that meeting, and 
concurred in the resolutions there passed; and if so, I am to en
quire whether you have any explanation to offer in this matter." 

"I have the honor to be, Sir, 
"Y our most obedient 

"Humble servant, 

"The Hon. L. J. Papineau, 
" Major 3rd Batt. Montreal Militia, 

" Montreal." 

"S. W .ALCOTf, 

"Civil Secretary. 

'l."he Hon. L. J. Papineau's reply to the above. 
"MoNTREAL, 14th .llugust, 1837." 

11 Sm,-The pretension of the Governor to interrogate me re
specting my conduct at St. Laurent on the 15th May last, is an 
impertinence which I repel with contempt and silence. . . 

" I, however, take the pen merely to tell the Governor that rt rs 
false that any of the resolutions adopted at the mee1ing of the 
county of Montreal, held at St. Laurent on the loth May last, re
commend a violation of the laws, as in his ignorance he may be
lieve, or as he, at least, asserts." 

"Y ouF obedt. servant, 
L. J. PAPINEAU, 

" Samuel W alcott, 
"Ci vil Secretary." 

In the resolutions passed at the meeting alluded to, at 
St. Laurent, ( county of Montreal,) His Excellency was character· 
ised as a "trait0111 and "hypocrite"-P,o flatter~ng epithets certain!!' 
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harsh and coercive character. (Hear.) It was a Chap. 
Bill that might probably be ultimately necessary, but xxxvm 
he did not think it was absolu tel y necessary that ~ 
they should proceed with it during the present ses- · 
sion. (Hear.) He hoped the Assembly of Lower 
Canada would be induced to consider seriously the 
resolutions that had been passed by both Houses of 
Parliament, and thence be led to see that the ciaims 
they had put forward were incompatible with the 
relations between the colony and the 1\Iother Coun-
try. At the same time he begged it to be under
stood, that he was conceding nothing to the Cana
dians, as to their propositions for organic changes; 
and he trusted that other views would animate the 
Assembly at their next sitting. But the Bill being 
abandoned for the present, it would be necessary to 
have a vote of credit for paying the judges and 
other offi.cers in the colony, to be repaid out of the 
chest of the treasury in Lower Canada, should the 
I-Iouse of Assembly not Yote the sum itself.'' 

The Earl of Gosford having received instructions 
from the 1\Iinistcr, issued his proclamation on the 
8th J uly, convoking the Provincial Parliament for 
the 18th of August, and the representatives accord
ingly met at Quebec on the appointed day. The 
attire, (en etoffe du pays, or homespun) and grotesque 
appearance of se veral of the more patriotic members, 
on their arrivai at the seat of government, was the 
subject of general remarl· and amusement.-:~ The 

*''A number of Her Majesty's lieges of this city,-ourselves 
n.mong the number,-are still suffering from 'pains in the sides,' 
occasioned by their cachinatory powers having been cruelly over· 
rated and worked upon yesterday about noon, by a nmnber of 
inùividuals who arrived from Montreal in the steamer Canada. 
These were no other than Members of the House of Assembly 
attired in éto.ffe du pays, conformably to general orders lately 
issued from smuggling head quartera. 

"Mr. Rodier's dress excited the greatest attention, being unique, 
with the exception of a pair of Berlin gloves, viz. : frock coat of 
granite colored étoffe du pays; inexpressibles and vest of the same 
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Chap. story of this session, if session it can be called, is soon 
xxxvm told. His Excellency opened the Parliament with 
~the following speech, the last pronounced from the 

· vice-regal throne to a Lower Canada House of Re
presentatives :-

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

" In obedience to the Royal commands signified to 
me throngh the Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, I have convened you at this unusual period 
for the purpose of communicating to you the pro
ceedings that since the last Session have taken place 
in the Imperial Parliament, and the resolutions that 
h~ve be en therein adopted, on the affairs of this Pro
VInce. 

" This course has ùeen prescribed to me in arder 
to afford the House of Assembly, before th at resolu-

material, striped blue and white; straw hat and beef shoes, with 
a. pair of home-made socks, completed the outré attire. Mr. 
Rodier, it was remarked, had no shirt on, having doubtless been 
unable to emuggle or manufacture one." 

" Dr. O'Callaghan's 'rig out' was second only to that of Mr. 
Rodier, being complete with the exception of hat, boots, gloves, 
shirt [he had a shirt l] and spectacles. 

"Mr. Perrault.-Smalls and waistcoat of the prevailing mate
rial; remainder of attire composed of real British duty-paying 
articles. 

"Mr. Viger (Beau Viger).-V est only, as far as we could ascer-
tain, of étoffe." 

" Mr. Meilleur.-Same as Mr. Perrault." 
" Mr. De Witt.- Do do do" 
" Mr. Cherrier.- Do do do" 
" Mr. Duvernay.-Do do do" 
" Mr. J obin.-Oomplete with the exception of boots, shirt and 

spectacles." 
" Dr. Côte.-A full suit of linsey-woolsey, viz.: grey frockc oat, 

trimmed with black; unmentionables and vest of the same mat:
rial, striped blue and white; 'a shocking bad hat,' so worn that _It 
was impossible to distinguish any traces by which the country m 
which it was manufactured could be ascertained. Dr. Côte stum
blcd upon the block avoiùed by :M:r. Rodier. and sported ho~e, 
shirt, spectacles, shoes, &c., of vile British manufacture and mate
l'ials. 

" Mr. Lafontaine.-Same as Beau Viger."-Quebec Mercury. 
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tion which relates to the payment of the arrears now Chap. due for the civil service of this Government shall xrxvm have assumed the binding shape of a law, an oppor-~ tunity of reconsidering the course which, for the last · four years, they have thought it expedient to pursue with respect to the financial difficulties of the Province, and in the earnest hope that by a timely intervention of this Legislature, the exercise of the power intended to be entrusted to the head of the Local Government, may be rendered unnecessary-a result for the attainment of which Rer Majesty's Government would willingly make every sacrifice, save that of the honor of the Crown and the integrity of the Empire. 
" Since the receipt of the Instructions, to which I have alluded, the mournful intelligence has reached us of the demise of our late deservedly beloved 11onarch. 
" Few Kings have reigned more in the affections of their subjects than \Villiam IV. The warm and lively interest He ah~mys took in every matter connected with the welfare of His Canadian snbjccts, cannat fail to increase the.i.r feeling of regret for His 

loss. 
"The accession of our present Gracious Sovereign, Queen Victoria, to the Throne of the British Empire, has not produced any alteration in the course that had been previously presc:ribed for my adoption. 
" The Reports of the Royal Commissioners on the several subjects which came under their investigation during their stay in Lower Canada, having been laid before the two l-Iouses of Parliament, a series of resolutions, ten in number, were shortly afterwards introduced by ~Iinisters relative to the affairs of this Province, copies of which I will communicate to y ou in the usual way at the earliest opportunity. 
" The principal objects of these resolutions are to declare:-
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Cha p. " lst. Th at in the existing state of Lower Canada, 
rovm it is unadvisable to make the Legislative Council 
~ elective, but that it is expedient to adopt measures 

· for securing to that bran ch of the ;Legislature a greater 
degree of public confidence. 

'' 2ndly. That while it is expedient to improve the 
composition of the Executive Co un cil, itis unadvisable 
to subjcct it to the responsibility demanded by the 
House of Assembly. 

"3rdly. That the legal title of the British American 
Land Company to the land they hold under their 
Charter, and an Act of the Imperial Parliament, ought 
to be maintained inviolate. 

"4thly. That as soon as this Legislature shall make 
provision by law for discharging lands from feudal 
dues and services, and for removing any doubts asto 
the incidents of the Tenures of Land in frpe aud rom
mon soccage, it is expedient to repeal the Canada 
Tenures Act, and the Canada Trade Act, so f.:'lr as 
the latter relates to the Tenures ofLand in this Pro
vince, saving, nevertheless, to all persons the rights 
yested in them un der or by virtue of those Acts. 

''5thly. Th at fordefrayil_lgthe arrears dne onaccount 
of the est~.blished and customary charges of the Ad
ministration of Jus ti ce and of the Civil Government 
of the Province, it is expedient that after applying 
for that pm·pose such balr.nce as should, on the lOth 
day of April last, be in the bands of the Receiver 
General, arising from the hereditary, territorial and 
casual revenues of the Crmvn, the Governor of the 
Province be cmpowered to issue, out of any other 
monies in the hands of the Receiver General, such 
further sums as shaH be necessary to effect the pay
rnent of sncb arrears and charges up to the lOth 
Aprillast. . 

" 6thly. That it is expedient to place at the diS-
posa] of this Legislature the net proceeds of the her~
ditary, territorial and casual revenues arising ·witlun 
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the Province, in case the said Legislature shall see fit Uhap. 
to grant a Civil List for defraying the charges of the xxxvnr 
Administration of Justice, and for the maintenance~ 
and unavoidable expcnses of certain of the principal 183 · 
officers of the Civil Government of the Province, and 

"Lastly, that it is expedient that the Legislatures 
of Lower and Upper Canada respectively, be anthor
ized to make provision for the joint regulation and 
adjustment of questions respecting their trade and 
commerce, and of other questions wherein they have 
a common interest. 

"Having th us laid before you an outline of the me a
sures contemplated by the resolutions which were 
passedafterfulldiscussion in the House ofCommons by 
large majorities, and in the House of Peers without a 
division, I proceed, in obedience to the Royal Com
mands, 'to assure you that it was with the deepest 
regret and reluctance that Rer l\Iajesty' s Government 
yielded to the necessity of invoking the interference 
of Parl.iament, in order tJ :meet the pressing difficul
ties which other resources bad failed to remove in the 
administration of the affairs of the Province. But 
with a view to abstain, as much as possible, from any 
interference which is not imperatively demanded by 
the force of existing circumstances, Rer Majesty's 
l\linisters have detcrmined not to submit to the pre
sent Parliament the Bills to be founded on the resolu
tions of which I have just spoken. Y et as they cannot 
overlook the necessity of making immediate provision 
for the discharge of the debt from the Civil Govern
ment of this Province, they have resolved to propose 
to the Rouse of Commons that a vote of credit should 
be passed for the ad vance, by the way of loan, from 
British Funds, of the sum required for the payment 
of the debt. 

''Gentlemen of the Rouse of Assembly , 
''The accoun ts showing the pa ymen ts th at have be en 

made since the close of the Session in l\larch, 1836, 
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Chap. out of the revenues at the disposai of the Crown, in the ben 
xxxvm part liquidation of the large an·cars th en due in re- and in 
~ spect of the civil establishment of the Province, shall, expene 

· as soon as possible, be submitted to you, with every tions ol 
explanation that you may desire, and I can supply. go1ern 
I have, likewise, in obedience to the injunctions I have promp 
received, directed that an account of the balance of 
arrears owing on the lOth April last for official 'iala
rics, and the other ordinary expenditure of the local 
Government, be made and laid before you, with an 
estimate for the current halfyear, and in recommend
ing as I do most earnestly these matters to your earl y 
and favorable consideration, I am commanded to 
express to you, at the same time, the anxious hope 
that the Governor of this Province may not be 
compelled to exercise the power with which the Im
perial Parliament has declared its intention of invest
ing him, in order to discharga the arrears due in 
respect of public services, for the payment of which 
the faith of the Crown has been repeatedly pledged. 
The chief object, therefore, for which y ou are now cali cd 
toge th er, is to afford y ou an opportunity by gran ting 
the requisite supplies of rendering unnecessary, on the 
part of the Imperial Parliament, any further action on 
the 8th of the series of resolutions to wh\ch I have 
alluded ; and it will, I can assure you, be to me a 
matter of unmixed satisfaction, should you resolve to 
concede to the united voice of the British people, as 
expressed throuO'h the several branches of their 
Legislature, that ~v hi ch y ou haYe not thought it ex~e
dien t to yield to the solicitation of the Exccutn·e 
Government alone. 

'' Gentlemen of the Legislative Co un cil, 

"Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

"I am further commanded to express to you the 
earnest desire of Her Majesty's Government to co· 
operate with you in the removal of every obstacle to 
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the beneficiai working of the existing Constitution, Chap. 
and in the correction of every defcct which time and xxxvm 
experience have developed in the laws and institu- 'ï;7 
tions of the Province, or in the administration of its · 
government; and I am, also, to assure you of a 
prompt attention on the part of Her Majesty's Gov
ernment to every representation which may proceed 
from you, tending to effect improvements of this 
nature, calculated to strengthen the connexion sub
sisting between Great Britain and Lower Canada, by 
the promotion of the welfare and interests of all 
classes of Her Majesty's subjects in this Province. 

"At the time the summons was issued for assem
bling you on this day I had every reason to believe 
that it would have be en in my power to anno un ce to 
you, as effected, those alterations which you may 
gather from the resolutions of which I have spoken, 
it is intended to effect in the composition of the 
Executive and Legislative Councils, but the inter
ruption occasioned by the demise of His la te 1Iajesty, 
to the progress of public business in the Imperial 
Parliament and the prospect of its earl y dissolution, 
have prevented the Ministers of the Crown from at 
once perfecting the measures they have in contem
plation. These me as ures, therefore, are not forsaken, 
but only unavoidably suspended for a season, and I 
trust I shall, at no very distant period, be enabled to 
appeal to the changes introduced into the two Coun
cils, as weil as to other salutary arrangements, as a 
proof of the sincerity with which Her :Majesty's Gov
ernment are disposed to carry into effect the inten
tions they have expressed on these points. 

" Since the end of the last session, several local 
Acts have expired, and I would suggest for your 
consideration the expediency of renewing such of 
them as may have proved useful. I would moreover 
especially invite your attention to the Acts relating 
to the district of St. Francis, the duration of which 
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Chap. is limited. to the end of the session of the Provincial 
xxxvm Parliament next aftcr the first of lia. y last. 
~ " The severe distress which, in consequence of the 

· partial or total failure of the crops, was experienced 
during the last winter in several parts of the Pro
vince, induced me, upon the urgent representations 
1 received on the subject, and in arder to avert the 
approaches of famine, to grant out of the public 
funds that succour which the means of the suffering 
jnhabit.ants were inadequate to afford. Nor did I 
hesitate, in the pressing e::nergency of the case, to 
assume this responsibility, encouragcd by the liber
ality you have displayed on similar occasions. In 
granting, however, such assistance, security was in 
each case taken for the re-payment of the manies so 
advanced, in the event of your declining to sanction 
the transaction. These advances amount in the 
whole to about .f:5,600, for which, as well as for the 
sums I issned for the preservation of the public works 
on the Chambly Canal, and for the maintenance of 
the qnarantine establishment, 1 trust you will see no 
objection to grant an indemnity. Su ch of the docu
ments and vouchers connected with the several dis
bursements as are not already before yon, r::hall be 
submitted to you with as little delay as possible. 

'' ln conclusion, Gentlemen, I shall repeat my de
termination to adhere to those principles which I laid 
down for my guidance when 1 first addresscd yon. 

" They arc calculated, 1 conscientiously belieYe, 
to promo te the real interests of the country, and to 
securc to a11 classes of lier l.\Iajcsty's Canadian snb
jects, those rights, privilegcs and liberties which the 
sp1rit of the constitution was intcndcd to impart, and 
which cvery friend to that constitution is bound to 
support and maintain." 

'rhe Assembly, immediatcly after the delivery of 
His Excellency' s speech, resoh-ed, on motion of :Mr. 
:Morin, " to take into consideration the state of the 
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Province.'' No business, in the determination to Cha.p. 
strike, was takcn up except the Address, which being xxxvm 
agreeù upon as follows, was presented on the twenty-~ 
sixth of August, the eighth day after that of the · 
opening of the session, to His Excellency :-

" 1\-fay it plcase Y our Excellency, 

" W e, Rer l\fajesty's faithfnl and loyal subjects, the 
Commons of Lower Canada in Provincial Parliamcnt 
ass .'mbled, humbly thank your E xcellency for your 
Speech from the 1.'hrone at the opening of the pre

4 

sent session. W e assure y our Excellency th at at 
whatever season we may be called upon to perform 
the duties entrusted to us by the people of the Pro~ 
vince, no persona! inconvenience will prevent our 
labouring, as our first and most important occupa-
tion, to ensm·e the liberties and happiness of our 
fellow subjects,-to removc the evils which have 
pressed, and still continue in a more aggravated form 
to press upon them, and to protect them against the 
system which has corrupted the Provincial Govern-
ment, and has becn su:fficiently powerful not only to 
cause the l\lother Country to refuse aU justice to the 
people with regard to their demands and ours for the 
improvement of their political institutions, and for 
the reform of abuses, but to urge on the highest 
mctropolitan authorities from whorn we looked for 
justice and protection, to acts of violence, to a viola-
tion of the most sacred and best established rights of 
the Canadian people and of this Legislature, and to 
the destruction of the very foundations of Govern-
ment. ""\Ye are, then, bound byonr duty, frankly to 
declare to y our Excellency, und er the sole mn cir
cumstances in which we are placed, and after ftùl 
and calm deliberation, that since the time when we 
were last called to meet in Provincial Parliament, we 
have seen in the conduct and proceedings of the 
~1etropolitan. Government, and of the Colonial Ad

4 
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Cha p. ministratlort towards this country, nothing which c\ally to 1 

kxxvm could re-establish in the people the confidence and tial and 
~ affection which the long and fatal experience of the every pa: 

past has almost destroyed ; but that, on the contrary, that: w 
evexy recent event has tended to efface what remained portion 
of these feelings, and to conso1idate, in opposition to ha1e co 
the liberties, interests and wishes of the people, the mend tli 
Colonial Oligarchy factiously combined against them, which h: 
and the hitherto unbrid1ed and uncontrolled sway of 
the Colonial l\Iinisters in Downing Street. 

" The avo\val which it has pleased your Excellency 
to make to us, that the disposition of the authorities 
and of Parliament with regard to u::;, and the op· 
pressive and unconstitutional measures which have 
been the result, are the consequences of the recom· 
mendations made by certain pretended authorities 
kno Nn by the name of the Royal Commissioners, has 
convinced us of the correctness of the opinions we 
have heretofore expressed with regard to this Corn· 
mission, which, constituted and acting under no law, 
and without regard to law, and bound beforehand by 
its instructions to the partial views and narrow policy 
of the British l\Iinistry in the government of the 
colonies, could not possibly co-operate in doing 
justice to the inhabitants of this Province, and in 
establishing their institutions, their 1iberties and their 
prospects for the future, on the solid basis of thcir 
wishes and their wants, as well as on the principles 
of the constitution. W e were therefore in nowise 
asto ni shed at discovering in the productions of this pre· 
tended commission nothing but pr conceived opinions, 
prejudices at variance with its mission and its duty, 
ideas of government founded on data utterly 
foreign to the country, or at fin ding it fomenting 
divisions and national distinctions, forgetful of con· 
stitutional principles, calumniating the provinci~l 
representation, and practising deception towards th1s 
Ho use and towards the people. W e are bound espe· 
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cially to notice in the reports in question one essen· Cbap. tial and paramount contradiction which pervades xxxvnt every part of them, and forms their essence. It is, ~ that, while they admit the reality of the greater · portion of the abuses and grievances of which we have complained, the Commissioners do not recom~ mend their removal and the destruction of the causes which have produced them, but an act of aggression against this House which has denounced them, and the absolu te destruction of the representative govern .. ment in this Province, by the illegal and violent spoliation of the public moneys of the people, by the Ministers or by the Parliament; whereas it was the duty of the Commission and of the 1\fother Country to assist this House in the entire removal of these evils, and in rendering their recurrence impossible, by re-constituting the second branch of the Legisla· ture by means of the elective principle,-by repeal-ing alllaws and privileges unjustly obtained, and by ensuring the exercise of the powers and legitimate control of this House over the internai affairs of the Province, and over aU matters relative toits territory and the wants of its inhabitants, and more especially over the public revenue raised therein. " These remarks will rcnder unnecessary a portion of those which we might have been led to make on the series of resolutions spoken of by your Excel· lency, and which being proposed by Lord John Russell, one of the Ministers of the Crown, were adopted by the two Houses of the Parliament of the United Kingdom. W e perceive in thi" measure on the one hand, a formai and total refusai of the rcforms and improvements demanded by this House, and by the people, and, on the other, an abuse of the powers of Parliament, for the purpose of destroying the laws and constitution of this Province by force, violating with regard tous the most sacred and solemn engage~ ments, and of thereby establishing irremediably ou 
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Chap. the ruins of our libert!es, and in place of the legiti
nxvnr mate, efficient and constitutional control which 
~this House, and the people through it, have a right 
183 · to exercise over all the branches of the Executive 

Government, corruption and intrigue, the pillage of 
the revenue, and the self-appropriation of the best 
resources of the country by the colonial functionarics 
and their dependants, the domination and ascendancy 
of the few, and the oppression and servitude of the 
mass of the iuhabitants of this Province, without dis-
tinction of class or of origin. 

"It is our duty, therefore, to tell the ~Iother Coun-
try, that if she carries the spirit of these resolutions 
into effect in the Government of British America, 
and of this Province in particular, her supremacy 
therein will no longer depend upon the feelings of 
affection, of duty and of mutual interest which would 
best secure it, but on physical and material force, 
an element dangerous to the governing party, at 
the same time that it subjects the governcd to a 
degree of uncertainty as to their future existence and 
their dearest interests, which is scarcely to be found 
under the most absolute governments of civilized 
Europe. And we had humbly believed it impossible 
that this state of permanent jeopardy, of hatred and 
of division, could be wittingly perpetrated by Eng
land on the American continent; and that the liberty 
and welfare of every portion of the Empire were too 
dcar to the independent body of the English people 
to allow them to prefer maintaining, in favor of the 

· functionaries accused by the people of this Province, 
the system w hi ch has hitherto be en its bane. 

" If, even before the opening of the present 
session, we had been undeceived in this fond hope 
by public report, if we had little expectation that a 
sudden change in the councils of the Empire should 
place u" at once in possession of the benefits of the 
constitutive reforms which we had declared to be 
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essential, and such as would alonc be sufficient, it Chap. was still natural that we should most anxiously look xxxvm forward to our being called together in Parliament, ~ because it was to be supposed, at least, that most · important reforms had been effected in the administration of the Government, and that others were speedily to follow them: W e have learned with fresh regret from y our Excellency' s speech, that no such reform has been effected, or will be so at any near and determinate period ; notwithstanding the so often repeated pledges of the Government. Y our Excellency has been pleased to allude distantly to the improvement of the personal composition of the Legislative and Executive Councils of this Province. With regard to the Executive Cou.ncil, we shall here forbear any painful reflections on the unmodified existence of that body, after it had been so solemnly rcpudiated by your Excellency in the name of the Crown, and on its co-operation with the other portions of the Provincial Executive in a system of premeditated coercion to effect the overthrow of the laws and constitution, of incrimination, persecution, and arbitrary removals from office, directed against the mass of the people who remain faithful to the true principles of the British Constitution, and who have manifested their attachment to their assailed liberties. W e further represent, that the present Executive, having, instead ofperforming its promises of justice and the removal of abuses and grievances, entered upon the dangerous and slippery path which bas been the ruin of preceding administrations, and having utterly alienated from it the affection of an important portion of those of Her Majesty's subjects most drvoted to the liberty and welfare of the country, in order to bestow its confidence and that of the Government partially, on those only who flatter it, no longer possesses in the persan of its Chief or in those of its other mem-

R 
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Chap. bers the capability of effecting the reforms indispen
:xxxvm sably nccessary as preliminaries to any arrangement 
~ between the Government of the ~1other Country and 

· the colon y, in a just, equitable, and impartial ruan
uer, adapted to satisfy this !!ouse and the people, 
and more especially to ensure between the several 
branches of the Legislature that co-operation and 
that uniformity of general views which we persist in 
believing to be absolu tel y requisite. W e should have 
hoped that as a pledge of the sincerity of the Gov
ernment, the Legislative Council would have been 
so remodelled as to ena ble us to ascertain np to what 
point it had been rendered capaùle of legislating 
conformably with the wishes and wants of the people, 
and to act according to the conclusion to which we 
might have come on this important subject. This 
essential reform having been omitted, we are bound 
to declare that our duty towards the people by whom 
we are sent here, impcriously requires us to follow, 
under existing circumstances, the course adoptccl by 
us in our Address of the thirtieth September, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty -six; we therefore 
persist therein, as weil as in all the declarations 
and demands therein contained. 

" The reforms which your Excellency announces 
as having been delayed, will, nevertheless, if effccted, 
:n a spirit of justice and harmony, be come a power
ful motive with us for examining wb ether the Legis
lative Counci.l in its present form of constitution, 
could even for a time co-opera te with us in a system 
of Legislation conformable to the interests of tbe 
people, and of thereby asccrtaining whetber it shaH 
have been so rcmodelled as to induce ns to manifcst 
confidence in lier 1\1ajesty's Government. 

" In our efforts to remove the evils which have 
pressed upon our country, we have bad recourse to 
none but constitutional means, founded on the most 
approved and best recognized princi.p1es. 'Ve hare 
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it so much at hcart, to see the Government once Chap. 
more descrve the public confidence, that to assist it xxxvlll 
in attaininz that confidence we should rccoil bcforc no 'ill;;--
sacrifice but that of the Iiberties or of the hon or of the · 
people. \V c have givcu proof of this disposition, even 
of late, whenever we have been able to entcrtain a 
hope that we werc thcreby aiding to ad vance the pros
perity of the country. But wc declare, that in the· 
present conjnncture we have not bcen able to derive 
fi-om your Exccllency's speech, or from any othcr 
source, any motive for departing even momentarily 
from our determination · to withholcl the supplies 
un til the grievances of the country a.:c redresseù. 

" Y our Excellcncy acknowledges that the chief 
objcct for which wc arc now convencd, is to aftord 
us an opportunity by granting the supplies, of pre
vcnting their being violently taken unùer an Act of 
the Imperial Parliament foundcd on resolutions 
already adopted. In the absence of any other mo
tive for thus reeurrjng to our authority, than the 
tard y consideration of the charactcr of those re. olu
tions as weil as of the act of which they might form 
the basis, lier l\Iajesty's Government might, we 
humbly conceivc, have recollected that those reso1u
tion3 are not our work, that we haù already fully 
dcliberatcd on the demand made tous by your Ex
cellency, and that while wc have not before us any 
act, or even any hope which can promise a mitiga
tion of the eYils under ·which the people are suffer
ing, we should not be justifiable in placing in the 
hanùs of hostile powers the mcans of aggraYating 
and perpetuating those cvils. 

"There could cxist, then, no considerations but 
such as might be dictatcd by a servile fear foreign to 
our mandate and derogatory to the character of the 
people, to induce us to be wanting to our duty in 
the present instance, by ratifying the violation of the 
rights of our constituents, and of this Ilonse, hy the 
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Chap. British authorities, and by taking on ourselves the this c 
xxxviii responsibility of the consequences which might re- Rer. 
---r--' sult from it. W e leave this responsibility to tbose unabl 

1837· who have assumed it, and strong in the justice of we sl 
our cause we rely, as we have heretofore done, on edin 
Providence, on the public and priva te virtues of all the 1 
classes of the people, on their constancy, their per- tend1 

severance, and their attachment to the principles of "~ 
order and liberty which, following their example, we 
have unceasingly striven to maintain. 

" In thus expressing our wish that a commence-
ment of reform had tended to re-establish confidence, 
we cannot have been misunderstood as to the motives 
which actuate us. W e repeat, nevertheless, tbat wc 
shall regard all administrative measures wbatsoever 
as insufficient permanently and effectively to ensure 
the peace, sccurity and happiness of the Province; 
and that the essential and constitutive reforms which 
we have demanded, and especially the application of 
the elective principle to the Legislative Council, the 
repeal of aU undue privileges and monopolies, and of 
injurious laws passed in England, the free exercise of 
the rights and privileges of this legislature and of this 
House in particular, and the establishment of a po
pular and responsible government, are the only means 
by which the advantages herein before mentioned 
can be ensured, or the political connexion with 
Great Britain rendered beneficiai to the people of 
Canada. 

"It is, therefore, our ardent wish that the reso-
lutions adopted by the two Houses of Parliament 
may be rescinded, as attacking the rights and liber
tics of this Province, as being of a nature to per
petuate bad Government, corruption and abuse of 
power therein, and as rendering more just and 
legitimate the disaffection and opposition of the peo· 
ple. If this return by the Government of the Mother 
Country to what we consider its duty towards 
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this colony, should take place under the Reign of Chap. Iler :Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, we are xxxvm unable to express to your Excellency how warmly ~ we should congratulate ourselves on having persever- · ed in claiming justice for the people, notwithstanding the peculiar obstacles and difficulties which have tended to deter us. 
" The special and local subjects pointed out by y our Excellency, and in particular the ad van ces of public money made to relieve the distress in certain parts of the Province, and for other purposes, will form the subject of our deliberations as soon as circumstances will permit, and whenever we shaH be no longer prevented from considering them."* To this Address (presented on the 26th of August) His Excellency answered :-

1\fr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, "The Address which you have just presented to 
* (IN COMMITTEE.) 

"Mr. Stuart proposed the following resolutions in amendment to the motion of Mr. Morin, that his draught of the Addressinanswer to His Excellency's Speech ·should be read paragraph by paragraph. The Hon. member (Mr. S.) stated at the same time th at it was his intention, if they should meet the concurrence of the House, to move that the resolutions should then be referred, with the Speech, to a Special Committee to prepare an Address in conformity therewith :-
"' That in the present state of this Province it is the duty of this House in so far as depends upon it, to provide for the most pressing wants of the Province, and the support of Rer Majesty's Government. Yeas, 13-Nays, 63 "' That itis the duty ofthis House to maintain its :fidelity to the Crown, and to support the connexion of this Province with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ir eland; using at the same time all constitutional means for the removal of the obstacles which have hitherto retarded the advancement and prosperity of the Province, aud of securing to Her Majesty's subjects therein a better and more efficient Government than they now have.' "A long debate took place on the 1st Resolution, in which the Speaker, Messrs. Gugy, Cote, De Bleury, Lafontaine, Rodier, Clapham and others, took part, and on a division the resolution was negatived.. Yeas, 16-Nays, 61.'' 
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Chap. me I shaH lose no time in transmitting for the inform
:xxxvm ation of lier l\fajesty's Government. I cannat, how
~ ev er, refrain from ex pressing the deep con cern and 

· regret which I experience at learning from it that you 
persist in your determination to deprive the country 
of the benefits of domestic legislatiol), until all the 
demands you have urged shall have been granted
demands whicl1 it is not in the po rer of the Execu
tive Government to grant, and which on being sub
mitted at your request to the judgment of the highest 
authorities of the Empire, they have solemnly de
clared it is inexpedient to grant. 

"' The voluntary and continued abandonment of 
your functions as one branch of the Local Legisla
ture, notwithstanding the assurance you have re
ceived from the high authorities to whom you have 
appealed, that improvements will be made in the 
Executive and Legislative Councils, while it daily 
increases the evils under which the Province labors, 
is at the same time a virtual annihilation of the con
stitution under which that Legislature derives its 
existence. 

"Being thus unhappily denied that assistance 
which I had hoped to receive from the representa
tives of the people for relieving the country from it 
pressing difficulties, it only remains for me to assure 
you that I shall exercise, to the best of my judgment, 
the powers vested in me as the Representative of our 
Sovereign, for the preservation of the rights and the 
advancement of the intercsts and welfare of all 
classes of Her l\Iajcsty's Canadian subjccts." 

I-le th en immediately, after the l\Iembcrs had re
til·ed from his presence, issu cd a proclamation pro
roguing the Parliament, as Lord Dalhousie, o~ a 
particular occasion, ( wi th respect to the Spcakcrslup,) 
hacl clone, and they met no more. It had bccomc 
nccessary, owing to the recent demise of the Cro:rn, 
that the 1\'Iembers of the Legislature should, prcvwu~ 
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to the openiug of the session, take the oath of allegi- Chnp. 
ance to the new Sovereign. This was spoken of by xxxvm 
severa} as an unnecessary and idle form that ought 'î87 
to be dispensed with; finding it, however, indispen- 3 · 
sable, it was takcn reluctantly, and, it is said, not 
without undisguiseù. degoût by l\1r. Speaker Papineau 
and his more enthusiastic followers, and accordingly 
the value they attached to it will shortly be seen. 
Severa! of them, it is painful to observe, were in open 
insurrection against her authority, and firing upon 
her troops in less than four months after thus 
solemnly pledging thernselves to thcir just a1legiance 
to the Crown and young Sovereign of England, and 
to the maintenance and support of her Government 
in Canada. 

Upon the demise of the late King, and Her 
1\fajesty's accession to the Throne, a solemn Te IJeum 
was chaunted in the Roman Catholic Parish Churches 
throughout the rrovincc. It was, however, but ill 
reccived in severa} of the Parishes in the District of 
1\Iontreal. Pointe aux Trembles, St. Isidore, and 
Vaudreuil, wcre particularly noticed by the ·reform 
or patriotic papers for their zeal in disturbing these 
loyal demonstrations of the Clergy in this respect, 
sorne of whom wcre thrcatened with popular violence 
for it. It was pretended by the patriots, that this 
pious and loyal act of thanksgiving to the supremc 
Huler of the Universe, chaunting the Te IJeum ·n a 
Roman Catholic Chm·ch in honor of Her :.Majesty's 
accession, and, by the same rule, the off'ering up of 
prayer for the Queen, the Royal family, and the two 
IIouses of Parliamcnt, convertcd the Chm·ch into a 
political conventicle. The seditions hypocrites, thus 
pretending to take offence on the score of respect 
for religion and the sanctity of the place, rising from 
their seats, and retiring fi·om the Churches on the 
occasion, were nevertheless themselves, be it ob
served, in the constant habit of addressing the 
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Ch assembled habitants on Sundays at the Church door" 

xxxix~~immediately after Divine Service in the forenoon, 

......_....._. preaching " notre nationalite," and vehemently in

lS~'l. citing them to treason and insurrection, towards the 

consummation of it, as a duty and a virtue. 

In addition to the loyal movements at :Montreal 

and Que bec already noticed,. and others in the Town

ihips inhabited by persons of British birth or origin, 

one took place in Glengary, Upper Canada, soon 

after the prorogation, deserving of notice, in which 

the loyal Scotch Highlanders, or inhabitants of High

land descent, chiefly constituting the population of 

that county, unequivoeally expressed themselves, and 

in a manner cheering to their countrymen, and to th~ 

loyal inhabitants generally in Lower Canada. 

The following are the resolutions passed on the 

occasion:-
" Resolved,-That as faithful subjects of Her Ma

jesty our most gracions Queen, and bound alike by 

duty and inclination to main tain Her Government in 

and over this portion of her dominions ; we cannot 

but view with extreme concern and regret varioui 

proceedings, prompted principally by persons con

nected with the Legislature in o~ sister Province, 

intended by their movers, and avowed to be so 

intended, to bring about a revolutiqn in these Pro

vinces, and if possible, a separation from the Mother 

Coun ry. 
" Resolved,-That while we disclaim any desire to 

interfere in the internai affairs of our sister Province, 

we cannot be insensible that the interests of Upper 

and Lower Canada are inseparably connected, and 

that any violent political struggle or convulsion in 

the one, must necessarily extend to and involve the 

other, and that it, therefore, becomes not only a 

matter of prudence, but of duty on the part of ali 

loyal subjects in this Province, plainly to declare, as 

the county of Glengary now unequivo~lllly does, 
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that every effort on their part will be used, at ali Chap. times and under all circumstanccs, to discountenance xxxvm all seditions and treasonable practices, and to put ~, down any attempt at revolution, wherever the same 3 
• may originate. 

" Resolved,-That the recent proceedings of the Ho use of Assembly of Lower Canada, and the claims and pretensions set forth in the answer of that body to the speech of His Excellency the Governor in Chief, at the opening of the late session, cannot leave room to donbt, if any donbt previously existed, that it is the determination of the leading Members of the Assembly, to accept of nothing less than an absolnte snrrender of all control on the part of the Government of the Mother Country, and an abandonment of the principles on which monarchical institutions are founded. 
" Resolved,-That whilc we anxiously desire that the blessings of good government should be enjoyed by all classes of our fellow subjects, and to that end wonld rejoice at the removal of any well grounded cause of complaint, we can perceive but little reason to hope that any change for the better can proceed from, or be brought about by men, who, professing the strongest attachment to the interests of the people at large, too plainly exhibit in the two Provinces, that they are influenced by considerations wholly apart from the public welfare, and who, disrcgarding the solemn obligations of an oath of allegiance, strive, by every means within their reach, to create discontent and disloyalty, and to overtnrn the Government to which they have sworn to be faithful. " Resolved,-That whatever evils may exist in the Government of these Provinces, and we have yet to learn that any form of government is exempt from sorne evils, we arc firmly persuaded that it is the anxious desire of the Imperial Government, to adopt towards these colonies such a course as shall be best 

R2 
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Cha p. calculated to promotc the peaee, welfare nnd good 
xxxvru governmcnt of their inhabitants, and that we are too 
~sensible of the advantages which we now eujoy, 

· under the fostering care of one of the greatest and 
freest nations of the earth, to desire or seck a change 
in our political condition. 

" Resolved,-That this meeting express in their 
own name, and that of aH the loyal inhabitants of 
the county, the ir utter disgust at the insolent dis
regard of the respect due to his station, exhibited to 
His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, by pcrsons 
withinhis Government, and espccially .by the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly, from wh ose high station 
a more discreet and decent line of conduct might 
reasonably be expected. 

" Resulved,-That an Address, fonnded on these 
resolutions, be presented to His Excellency Sir 
Francis Bond Head, Lieutenant Governor of this 
Province, respectfully praying him to communicatc 
the same to His Exccllency the Governor in Chief, 
wjth an expression of the. determination of the loyal 
inhabitants of Glengary, to stand firm by the Throne 
and Altar, and cordially co-operate with him in main
taining unsevered the connexion so happily subsist
ing between Great Britain and her American colo
nies." 

The Constitutional Association of :Montreal issued 
on the 4th of Septembcr "an Address on the Legis
lative . Union of ""Cpper and Lower Canada," more 
able and interesting from its statistics than any that 
hitherto had appeared upon the subject. * 

While, howcver, the constitutionalists were pre
paring for the coming emergency, the work of treason 
was not less actively and openly carried on. A mun
ber of young soi disant patriots at :Montreal associated 
themsclvcs un der the title of "fils de la liberté," (Sons 
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of LibeTty,) assembling as a military corps, with tire- Chap. arms, and drilling, as if sanctioned by the authorities xxxvm of the '"nation," issuing also a manifesta (imitating, in~ style and pretensions, that of the famous Declaration v • of American independence) declaratory of the causes and objects of their arming and organization. This piece of fanfaronade was pompously displayed in the "patriotic" papers, withf01·ty:fivenamesofthose "Sons of Liberty," ( chiefly idle boys, stripling attornies, and merchants' clerks,) as the substructure and corner stone of the future CANADIAN REPUBLIC, and the commence-ment of a new and glorious era for Canada. '' The authority of a parent state over a colon y" -sa ys this truly mimic document, memento of the rage and folly of the times-"can exist only during the pleasure of the colonists; for the country beingestablishedand settled by them, belongs to them by right, and may be separ-ated from aliforeign connexion whenevcr the inconveniences resulting from an Executive power resid-ing abroad, ceasing to harmonize with a local legislature, makes such a step nccessarytothe inhabitants, for the pur suit of happiness.'' 
Again,-" A separation bas commenced between parties which will never be cemented ; but which will go on increasing, un til one of th ose sudden-those unforeseen events that attend the march of time, affords us a fit opportunity for assuming our rank among the independent sovereignties of America. Two splendid opportunities have been lost. Let us not be unprepared for the third. A glorious destiny awaits the young men of these colonies. Our fathers have passed a life of vexation in daily struggles against every degree of despotism. As they pass from the world they leave an inheritance improved by their patriotic sacrifices. To us they commit the noble duty of carrying on ward their proud designs, which in our day must emancipate our beloved country from all human authority except that of the bold democracy residing within its bosom." 



/ 

~ ~ ·.. ... ·..:.·. _,... - ~ - . 

~--..-_.. : . 1!r. -- - . 

S9G 

Chap. In the county of Two Mountains, and in various 

:xxxvm other parts in the same district, "anti-coercion,"* or, 

~more properly to speak, revolutionary meetings were 

· also about the same time held, in co-operation with 

the central permanent committee at Montreal, and 

resolutions adopted to dissolve Her J\fajesty 's Law 

Courts, by superseding them by local tribunals of 

popular creation, to which exclusively all matters of 

dispute among the inhabitants were to be referred, and 

decided by them, it being understood that theii de

cision was to be final and binding. t These courts 

• Mr. Neilson observes-" These meetings, in the spirit of imita

tion and deception which characterize the faction with which thef 

originate, are styled ' anti-coercion meetings.' If meetings were 

held to oppose the measures ofthe House of Assembly, they might, 

in truth, be so styled, for that body alone bas as yet resorted to any 

coercive measures. They have brought ruin on the country for the 

last three or four years by an attempted coercion to e1fect a change 

of the established constitution, and we believe there are few who 

expect they will do any thing for atfording relief. Th at will come, 

however, from the British Government and the loyal inhabitants of 

the Province, who can now no longer be deceived as to the true 

character of its disturbers."-Quebec Gazette, 12th May, 1837. 

t The violence in this county had manifested itself at an early 

period of the present season, as may be understood by the follow· 

mg extract from the Montreal Gazette of the 15th July:-

" A gentleman has just called on us, and states, upon the 

authority of letters which he had received from St. Eustache, in 

the course of the forenoon, that things are beginning to assume an 

alarming aspect in that part of the country. The people were 

flying into the village, alarmed at the appearance of arroed bodies 

of men coming from Grand Brulé. Sorne of the Scotch settlers 

of Cote St. Joseph had left their homes, leaving their property to 

its fate. A large party had been parading theroselves armed 

on the Cote, uttering vengeance upon all loyalists, because one of 

their party had been arrested by the High Constable, and whom 

they intended to have rescued, but were too late. . . 

" A.nother ho use had been fi.red into on W ednesday even.mg ID 

Cote St. Mary; and the house of one Piché and two others had 

Leen broken. Tlae servants of a gentleman, while proceeding to 

their work in the fields, were chased away, and told, that ~f they 

would attempt to work, they should be shot. W e are also inform· 

ed, that Messr!J. * * * and * * , with a large party from 

Grand Brulé, were fi.ring off guns, and threatening vengeance upon 

ali the loyal inhabitants in that neighbourhood. 
" W e are informed on good authority, that although the leaders 
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were to be held by "Pacificator Judges," (Juges de Cha.p. paix amiables compositeurs,) elected by the people of xxxvm the parish or other locality for which they were to ~ be constituted. * The organization of a military force · was also enjoined. 
"The military code" (says one of the papers of the day) " of this North West Republic of Lower Canada, is comprised in the following resolutions :-" Resolved,-That the reformcrs who have begun to drill, shaH form themselves, in each parish, in voluntary companies of militia, under the command of officers elected by the militiamen, and shall be ùrilled in the management of fire-arms, and in light infantry evolutions and movements. 
"Returns of such corps shall be transmitted, from time to time, to the Permanent Committee, which binds itself to provide for those of the said corps who shall distinguish themselves by their good order and ~uperior discipline, whatever arms and accoutrements they may require. 
"Officers of militia already dismissed by the Governor in Chief, or who hereafter shall be deprived of their commissions because of their patriotism, shall be re-elected by the militiamen. 
"Resolved,-That the proceedings of this sitting be 

of the popular commotions in the County of Two Mountains, coRtinue their Sunday harangues at the Church doors ; yet that they have considerably abated in their tone of defiance, since the report has been spread among them, that it was in contemplation to send out sorne troops to keep the peace in the disturbed quartera. *"The Montreal Minerve of the l6th of October, gives an aceouut of a meeting at St. Joachim, in the County of the Two Mountains, on the 15th. Laurent Aubry, dit Tecle, in the chair; Dr. Chenier, Secretary, at which twenty-two persons (whose names are given) were elected Justices of the Peace (pacificateurs) for four parishes. 
~'The first resolve was, that the permanent Committee of the Cot.11ty was a legitimate body derived from the people, and ought to be obeyed by all reformers ; and it will be recollected that the said Permanent Committee had previously declared that all those who will not ohey, are treated as public enemies."-Neilson's Que~ec G~zette, Oct. 20, 1837. 
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Chap. communicated to the Central Committee at :Montreal, 
xxxvm and published in the reform newspapers. 
~ 

1837. " By order, 

(Signed,) "J. WATTS, 

" Corresponding Secretary.'' 

These indications, not to be misunderstood, of a 
revolutionary purpose, induced the gentlemen at 
Montreal, who had proposed the previous autumn to 
form a rifle corps, again to tender their services to 
the Governor in Chief 1n case of need. A deputa
tion from 11ontrea1 accordingly waited upon his Ex
ccllency at Quebec, on the 7th of October, to whom 
he gave the following answer :-

" 1 request you, gentlemen, to acquaint the peti
tioners who, through you, now tender their ser
vices to Her l\1ajesty, by dcsiring to be enrolled as 
a V olunteer Corps, that although I must decline to 
accede to their proposul, yet I derive rouch satis
faction from the assurance conveyed by the tenor of 
their petition, that, in the event of any extraordinary 
municipal aid being required, I can rely with confi
dence upon their loyalty and their attachment to 
the principles of good order for any assistance that 
may be necessary to support the laws, and preserve 
public tranq uillity ; and I fe el persuaded that the 
good sense and reflection of the petitioners will at 
once supply reasons of sufficient weight to secure 
their concurrence in the sonndncss of the conclusion 
at which I have arrived." 

To many of those who are not thoroughly ac· 
quainted wifu the state of Lower Canada, and the 
agitated feeling of the great majority of its inhabit
ants, at this period, it may seem strange that the 
Executive did not take legal measures to check the 
seditions spirit which now, more or less, in ail quar· 
ters of the Province manifested itself, but, in the a1most 
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universal prevalence of disaffection, aU legal recourse Chap. would have been futile. The very sources of justice xxxvm were poisoned. The people, and their representa-~ tives, the juries, the bar, the bench even, were ail · tainted, more or less, with the politicalleprosy of the times, and not to be relied upon for a sober and unbiased verdict upon the guilt of any political culprit who might have been selected as a fit subject for example. The greater and more flagrant his guilt, the greater probably would have been his merit in the estimation of his judges, and with it the chances of a verdict in his fa v or, and his acquittai in triumph and with eclat. The Government was palsied and power-less, while its officiais, unpaid for their services during the four previous years, were in astate of despondency. l\Iany of them, their credit being exhausted, were destitute of resources, and moreover uncertain whether the next step of the Home Government, so slow and uncertain in its movements, might not be, by the abandonment of the country, to c t them adrift to be dealt with according to the tender mer-cies of the revolutionary faction, kept now in check only by the British population in Quebec, 1\iontreal, and the Townships, who, it is true, feeling themselves sure of support from their countrymen in the neighbouring Provinces, also prepared for action with an ardour worth y of their Iineage. 
It was clear from the spirit that universally prevailed, worked up as it had been to phrenzy by the ruling agitators, and rural demagogues in tbeir interests, who in aU quarters actively co-operated with them, that nothing short of a crisis could restore to the Government its just and necessary authority, and equally evident that the moment was now rapidly approaching, but not more so, since it seemed inevitable, than was eagerly desired by tbose who were determined at all events to stand by their allegiance, repel the shocl~, and sncceed or perish in the conflict, desperate, 
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Chap. as from the exasperation that prevailed, they reason
xxxvm ably supposed it would be when it came on. Both 
7 parties indeed anticipated the event with the deepest 

183 · interest and equal confidence, though with very dis
similar aspirations ; the revolutionary to establish, 
in the disorganization and general break-up of so
ciety, their nationalité and independence as a republic, 
never seeming to entertain a doubt of their ability 
to realise it by force of arros when the struggle 
should occur, counting also on the sympathy and 
assistance of the neighboring republic; the Govern
ment and its loyal adherents, on the contrary, looking 
forward to the crisis with equal anxiety and eagerness 
for the restoration through it of order and the domin
ion of the laws. 

A great agitation meeting took place at St. Charles, 
(River Richelieu) the 23rd October, at which dele
gates attended, including Mr. Papineau from the Six 
Confederated Counties, as they were now denomina
ted, L'Acadie, being on the present occasion admitted 
into the confederacy of the five counties previously 
combined in the revolutionary scheme. * 

(From the Vindicator.) 
• "ST. MARC, Tuesday morning, Four o'clock." 

"The meeting of the :five counties took place yesterday, at noon, 
at St. Charles. There were present at least :five thousand per· 
sons. Many estimate the number rouch higher. The roa~s 
through the country are in a bad state. W ere it not for that cir
cumstance, the number present at the meeting would have been 
double what it was, The delegates from the several parishes 
were in regular attendance, and appeared to feel the importance 
of the business which brought them together. 

"A large number of delegates arrived on Sunday afternoon, 
and assembled privately at St. Charles, in the evening, when they 
named a Committee to prepare a set of resolutions to be prese~ted 
to the meeting. This Committee made a report of the resolutions 
which the;r had prepared, to a meeting of the delegates, yes~er
day mormng, previous to the opening of the general mee~mg, 
when they were discusssed and a draft reported was recerved. 
At a little after noon, the proceedings of the day comro~nced. 
The people met in a large meadow, near the village, belongmg to 
Dr. Duvert, where a hustings had been prepared. Among the 
gentlemen present were thirteen Membere of the House of Assem · 
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The disorganizing and treasonable character of the Chap. resolutions passed on this occasion, the audacious xxxvm speeches wherewith, on theil· passing, they were ac-~ companied, and the effrontery with which they were · paraded in the columns of the English organ of the reformers, the " Vindicator," and trumpeted by its editqr, left no room to doubt of the predetermined and desperate purposes of the leading agitators and their zealous but deluded followers. 
The base attempt to divert the soldiery from their allegiance and duty, and to desert, by affecting to " commiserate the unhappy lot of the soldiers," and holding out with this view, that " the people of these counties would throw no obstacle in the way of the men belonging to the regiments stationed in this District, should they desire to improve their condition hy emigrating (i. e., to desert) to the neighbouring republic," was the most crirninal step that bad yet been proposed towards the disorganization of Her Majesty's Government, and unequivocally exhibited in noon-day light the diabolical purpose of the assembled soi-disant reforrnists and patriots. The 

bly, and one Member of the Legislative Council, who came as delegate from Verchères. Every gentleman of character and influence on the River Chambly, and adjoining parishes, was on the ground, and among them were to be seen many who up to this day, entertained very moderate opinions, but whom Lord Gosford's policy has driven into a determination to stand by their country, come what will." 
"W olfrcd Nelson, Esq., of St. Denis, presided over the meeting. J. T. Drolet and Dr. Duvert were the Vice-Presidents. The Secretaries were, (I believe,) Messrs. Girod and Boucher-Belleville. The meeting was addressed by the President; the Hon. Mr. Papineau, L. M. Viger, Esq., M. P. P.; L. Lacoste, Esq., M. P. P. ; C. H. O. Cote, Esq., M. P. P. ; E. E. Rodier, Esq., M. P. P. ; T. S. Brown, Esq., and Mr. Girod. The resolutions passed on this ocoasion are thirteen in number. It is impossible to send a copy herewith. As far as I can judge by hearing them read on the ground, they may be said to be moderate in spirit, compared with the times in which we live. They commenced by briefly enumerating the Rights of Man, among which is that of changing its political institutions, and altcring the form of its Government when-
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Chap. perfidious invitation and promised facility haù, how
xxxvm ev er, no e:ffect. It is a fact cre di table to the army 
7th en in Canada that, from henceforth to the outbreak, 

183 · and thenceforward during the troubles in this and 
the ensuing year, not a single desertion occurred. 

As a set-off to the above, a great Constitutional 
meeting was hcld at Montreal, at which it was said 
upwards of se ven thousand individuals attendcd, and 
on the same day as that at St. Charles; the Hon. Peter 
1IcGill, ever foremost in loyal agitation and acts of 
loyalty to his Sovereign and country, presiding. The 
folluwing resolutions, passed on the occasion, were 
carried with unanimity and acclamation:-

" Resollied,-That all citizens have an eg_ual right 
to the protection of the Government, which consists 
not merely in the suppression and punishrnent of 
disorder, but in the employment of adequate rneans 
to anticipate and prevent the commission of those 
crimes with which the social state may be thrcatened, 
and that the machinations of a disorganising and re
volutionary faction in this Province, acting partly by 
means of the turbulence and cxcitement of public 

ever the J?eople please. The inhabitants of the several counties 
are next mvited to meet simultaneously in their respective pnr
ishes in the month of December, ::md elect Magibtrates and Officcrs 
of ]}lilitia; any person accepting a Commission from this timc to 
Lord Gosford's departure is declared infamous, and the meeting 
adopted the recommendations of the county of Two Mountains 
containcd in the 8th Report of its Permanent Committee. One of 
these recommendations, it ·w-ill be recollectcd, is to train the militia. 
The receut nominations to the Legislative and Executive Conncils 
are gl'avely ceusured, together with the baneful policy pnrsu~ù by 
J_Jord Gosford. The meeting protests strongly again8t the mtro
duction of armed troops in tirue of peace, in the colony; it dccl~res 
at the same time, that it cornmiserates the lot of the poor sold1ers, 
the desertion of whom to the neighbouring States, the people de
clare they will not prevent. The meeting afterwards solemuly ap
proves the Organization of" The Sons of Liberty" in :.Montreal, and 
caUs on the young men thronghout the country to organize them
selves into similn.r bodies, in their respective parishes, to be pre
pared to assist the Society in Montreal whenever circumstances 
call on them to act. Finally, the delegates are directed to meet 
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meetings, at which the most uufounded and in:flam- Chap. matory speeches arc delivered, and partly through xxxvm th~ medium of a licentious press which inundates the ~ Province with slander and sedition, public feeling has · bcen excited, the foundations of social and moral order have been shaken, the Government has been brought into contempt, and the connexion between this Province and the IYiother Country attempted to be destroy ed. 
" Resolved,-That this meeting has seen with alarm that the prerogative of the Crown has been deliberately perverted by the appointment to offices of trust and responsibility of ad vocates of sedition and of enemies of the existing constitution of the Province, and that the present excited state of public feeling has been promoted and cncouraged by the injudicious and ineffectual attempts at conciliation by the Government. 

"Resolved,-That as isolated individual exertion would be utterly inadequate to cope with all the evil energies now arrayed against public order and public peace, and as those evils cannot be effectually 
agnin to-day, (Tuesday,) to consider such propositions as may be submitted to them, with power to adopt the same on the part of, :md for, the people whom they represent, if they think fit. What these propositions will be, I have not learned. "I forgot to state that previous to the resolutions having been proposod, Dr. Cote, one of the Members for L'Acadie county, came on the ground at the head nf a delegation from the county, and presentetl an energetic and well written Address to the people of the Fi ve Counties, on the state of the Province, and praying that the county of L'Acadie be aùmitted into the union of these conn- . tiPs. 'l'his proposition was agreed to with acclamation, amid the firing of vollies of musketry, and the roar of cannon, and it was fm·ther resolved that the couuties of Laprairie and 1Ylissisquoi. (borderiug on the Richelieu River,) may join the confederation if they think proper. This will make eight counties instead of five. "During the meeting, a company of between 60 and 100 militia men attended, witb arms, on the grounù, under the command of Captains Lacasse and Jalbert. 'l'hey went through their manœuvres in very good style; a volley was :fired at the passing of every resolution. 
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Ch prevented without active, zealous and perseverincr 

xxx?r;r co-operation of every good subject, which co-opera~ 

~ tion, to be effectuai, must be the result of a regular 

183'7. and systematic union of individuals, this meeting 

considers it expedient, that the loyal and well-dis

posed part of the community do form themselves 

into associations within their respective wards, for 

the purpose of organization and general concert in 

case of emergency or necessity; that the several as

sociations do appoint their respective committees 

from among their resident members, to whom the 

local organization and management shall be entrust

ed, and that a sub-committee, consisting oftwo mem

bers from each ward committee, shall assemble to 

concert a general system of measures to be pursued 

in case of any disturbance. 

"Resolved,-That this meeting is persuaded that 

there exists no substantial cause for apprehension of 

a successful rebellion against the British Government, 

by the mass of our fellow-subjects of French origin, 

though the utmost activity and perseverance are 

employed to create disorder and sedition amongst 

"The weather was beautiful during the wh ole day ; nothing could 

equal the regularity and order which prevailed throughout. The 

ground was covered with :flags bearing various inscriptions, which 

the people brought from the surrounding parishes, and which, 

waving in the wind, gave a most excellent effect to the meeting. 

" A very handsome col umn, a pie ce of wood surmounted with 

"a cap of Liberty," was erected, on the occasion, in honor of Pa· 

pineau, on the ground. It bears an inscription of which the fol· 

lowing is a trauslation :-" To Papineau, by his grateful brother 

patriots, 1837." After the meeting was over, M:r. Papineau was 

led to the front of the column, and addressed by one of the gentle· 

men, to which the Hon. gentleman replied in a suitable mann~r. 

The young men who attended the meeting afterwards marched m 

procession to this pillar, before which they sung a popular hymn, 

and laying their hands on the column, swore that they would be 

faithful to their count1·y, and conquer or die fur her. This solei?n 

vow was registered iu the hearts of all present, amidst volhes 

of musketry and the thunders of artillery. It was a solemn and 

mpressive sight. 

"The resolutions were as follows:-
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them; but feeling that to guard against the perni- Chap 
cious influence of that activity and perseverance, and xxxv1~r 
to arrest it, is the bounden duty of every good sub- 1837. 
ject, this meeting caUs upon their fellow-subjects 
throughout the Province to organize themselves into 
loyal associations, as the most effectuai means for the 
security of good order, the protection of life and 
property, and the maintenance of the connexion 
happily existing between this Province and the British 
Empire. 

" .Resolved,-That this meeting seizes this present 
opportunity of declaring it::; opposition to the appli~ 
cation of the elective principle to the Legislative 
Council of this Province, and ofreiterating the daims 
of the inhabitants of Lower Canada of British origin, 
to the abolition of the fcudal tenure, and the estab
lishment of an efficient system of registration for 
mortgages, the want of which has not only retarded 
the settlement and improvement of the Province, but 
has rendered it conspicuous for its backward condi
tion in comparison with our sister Provinces. 

" Resolved,-That the Irish inhabitants of this 

"'Resolved,-That in accordance with the example of the Wise 
men and Heroes of 1776, we hold as self-evident, and repeat the 
following truths :-That all men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights: that 
among the number of these Rights are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness ; that it is for the protection and security of these Rights 
that Governments were instttuted among men, deriving their just 
authority only from the consent of the governed; that whenever 
any form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the right of the people to alter or abolish it, or to institute a new 
~overnment, laying Its foundation on auch principles, and organiz
mg its powers after soch form, asto them shall seem best adapted 
to secure their safety and happiness. 

"'.Resolved,-That the authorityiof Great Britain over the Calli'l.
das cannot, and should not, continue, except by the good will of 
their inhabitants, and cannot rest on b1·ute force which confera no 
rights, but gives an unjust power which can exist only until the 
day of successful resistance; that the people have a fortiori, the 
right to demand and to obtain, as a condition of their voluntary 
allegiance, auch changes and improvements in the form of their 
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Cnap. city do hereby express their unqualified abhorrence 
xxxvm of the low and base atternpts that are ma king to draw 

1837· them over to the revolutionary party, whose designs 
._...,__. they consider inimical to all good government and 

to the safety and well-being of this Province, and at 
the same time their readiness, should it ever be ne
cessary, to repel by force those whose every action 
bcspeak them the cne mies alike of themselves and of 
their countrymen in general." 

The indications in all quarters of the district of 
:Montreal, of an approaching insurrection, induced 
at length the Roman Catholic ecclesiastical authorities 
to intervene, and a " mctndernent" or pastoral ktter 
from the Roman Catholic Bishop of :Montreal (Mon
seigneur Lartigue) anù a relative of l\Ir. Papineau, 
accordingly was issucù, addrcssed to his " clergy 
and ail the faithful of his diocese," and publicly rcad 
during divine service in every Church thereof. De
scrving to be preserved as a valuable record, it is 
annexed as an appendage to the present chaptcr. 
The loyal prelate deplores through it the unbappy 
dissensions that bad arisen in the Province, admon-

governmeuts us their wants, the progress of their country since 
1791, und their present condition, render necessary for their con· 
tentment and well-being. 

" '.Resolved,-That the arbitra.ry dismissals from office ordered by 
the Governor in Chief during the last three months, and which 
have not yet ceased, but still daily continue, ugainst a number of 
Justices of the Pcace, Officcrs of Militia nnd Commissioners for the 
Summary Trial of Small Causes, throughout the parishcs, for 
having takeu a part in the proceedings of county meetings holdcn 
by the people for the vindication of thcir invaùed rights, proYe, 
to demon tration, that His Excellency unworthily abuses the pre
rogative of the Crown, with a view to remove from snch offices 
those who huving filled them with iutegrity aud indcpendence, 
had obtained for themselvcs the csteem and confidence of the pub· 
lie, and for· the law the respect and attnehmeut of the people, i.n 
order to replace them by servile instruments, dis.rosed to favor h1s 
violent pohcy, even under the weight of the umversal contempt 
of their fellow-citizens. 

" '.Resolved,-That it is of urgent necessity, und er su ch lamentable 
circum8tauces, to replace the individuals whom an administration 
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ishes his compatriots of their duty to God and thcîr Chap. 
Sovcrcign, reminding them, moreover, that there xxxvm 
was nothing that could render him an objcct of thcir ~ 
suspicion-" In our veins as in y ours flows Canadian 

1 
· 

blood. 1N e have given frequent proofs of the love 
wc have for our dear and common country ; and as 
the Apostle, so can we take God to witness how wc 
long after y ou aH in the bowels of Jesus Chtist ;
besides, you know that we never received anything 
of the Civil Government, as we expect fi·om it 
nothing but that justice which is due to every British 
subject ; and we be ar testimony to the tru th w hen 
we solemnly protest, that, in speaking to you on the 
present occasion, we speak of ourselves, impelled by 
no exterior influence, but solely actuated by motives 
of conscience. It is not then," he adds, " our 
intention to give an opinion as a citizen on this 
purelypolitical question, amongthe different branches 
of government, which is in the right, or which is in 
the wrong-( this is one of those things which God 
has delivercd to the consideration of men-mundum 
tradidit disputationi eonmt), but the moral question, 

inimical to the country will name to those offices, by men worthy 
of confidence ; that all the pari hes of the Six Counhes are hereby 
invited simnltaneously to elect, between the fit•t>t <lay of Dccember 
and the :first day of J anuary next, paci:ficator Justices of the Peace, 
nnd Officers of Militia; and that the regulations of the county of 
1'wo Mountains be provisionally adoptcd for thcir direction and 
jurisdiction. 

"' Rcsolved,-That under the penalties laid clown in the s:Ud re
gulations, and unùer the more powerful bonds of honor, the Re
formers of the Six Counties will at the same time obcy and assist 
to the utmost, the officers by them so chosen ; and they will system
atically oppose such officers as shall be nameù by Lord Gosford, 
from this day to the day of his departure from the Province, re
fusing their confidence to them, lending them no cordial aiù, obey
ing their orders only in such cases us they cannot dispense with 
doing so without a manifest violation of the laws ; and subscribing 
funds to prosecute and punish them in all cases where they rend et' 
thcmselves guilty of an abuse of power. 

" 'Resolved,-That the inhabitants of the Six Counties of right ex
pected that the Province would not be continually deprived of the 
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Ohap. nam ely, what is the duty of a Catholic towards the 

xxxvnr civil power established and constituted in each 

~ state ?" Further on, he observes-
. " The present question amounts to nothing less 

than this-whether you will choose to maintain, or 

whether you will choose to abandon the laws ofyour 

religion. Should, then, any one wish to engage you 

in a revoit against the established Government, under 

the pretext that you form a part of the Sovereign 

people, suffer not yourselves to be deceived. The 

too famous National Convention of France, though 

obliged to admit the principle of the sovereignty of 

the people, because it was to this principle that it 

owed its existence, took good care to condemn popu

lar insurrection, by inserting in the Declaration of 

Rights which heads the Constitution of 1795, that 

the sovereignty resides, not in a part, not even. in 

the majority of the people, but in the en tire body of 

the citizens ; adding that no individual, that no par

tial union of citizens, can pretend to the sovereignty. 

But who will dare to sa y, that in this country the 

totality of citizens desires the overthrow of the Gov-

benefits of a local Legislature; that the Legislative Council would 

be improved in such a manner as to secure its co-operation with 

the representative branch of the Legislature, and its respect for 

the wants and wishes of the mass of the people ; that so far from 

these just expectations having been realized, a number of persons 

have lately been called to sit in Council who, with scarce an ex

ception, not only do not enjoy public confidence, buthaverendered 

themsel v es in every respect unworthy thereof, and who by their 

conduct and public opinions have rendered themselves odious to 

the country. 
" 'Resolved,-That this meeting declares that the la te nominations 

to the Executive Council of this Province, are equally unworthy 

of public confidence with those to the Legislative Council ; that 

they are the more scandalous, inasmnch as they continue plurali· 

ties in office, one of the abuses which Lord Gosford bad himself 

denounced, both as Governor in Chief and Royal Commissioner, 

and as they confide to the sa.me bands Legislative, Executive and 

J udiciary powers. 
" 'Resolved,-That this meeting sees in these different nomination& 

nothing else but the continuation of the old system of fraud and de· 
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ernment ?" He winds up by the following power-
fui and pathetic appeal to his flock : ~~i~x 

" W e con elude, dear brethren, by appealing to ._..,..._ 
your noble and generous hearts. Did you ever seri- 183'7· 
ously reflect on the horrors of a civil war? Did you 
ever represent to yourselves, your towns and your 
hamlets deluged with blood, the innocent and the 
guilty carried off by the same tide of calamity and 
woe ? Did you ever reftect on what experience 
teaches, that, almost without exception, every popu-
lar revolution is a work of blood? Did you ev er re-
fiect that even the philosopher of Geneva, the au thor 
of the social contract, the great upholder of the 
Sovereignty of the people, sa ys himself, that a revo
lution which cost only one drop of blood, would be 
too dearly bought? W e le ave these important re
fiections to y our feelings of humanity, and to y our 
sentiments as Christians." 

AU, however, was in vain ; in the heat and excite
ment of the times, it passed unheeded by the multi
tudes already too deeply involved to be tumed from 
their purposes by arguments of this nature, reason-

<leption, which has at length uprooted all feelings of confidence 
both in the metropolitan and colonial governments, and in the 
Legislative Council as at present constituted ; another proof of 
inveterate hostility to the repeated demanda of the country; an 
obstinate and tyrannical determination, on the part of Her M~~:jes
ty's Government, to protect and perpetuate the abuses and griev
auces of which the people, alrcady too patient, have complained." 

" Resolved, That the divers abuses and grievances under which 
this colony has for a long series of years complained, have been 
so often detailed by the Representatives of the people, and admit
ted by Her Majesty's Government and the British Parliament, that 
it is now useless to recapitulate them here, inasmuch as they have 
been la tel y denounced by the people themselves in their respectiv~ 
county meetings, and on the remediai measures therefore proposed, 
on all and each of these the Six Counties insist anew. 

" R esolued, That instead of honestly redressing the said griev
~mces and abuses, as in duty bound, the Government and the two 
Houses of the Imperial Parliament have threatened and intend to 
annibilate the fundamental rights of this colony ; in order to force 
the people into a base and abject submission to the oppressions 

s 
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Ohap. able and salutary as undoubtedly they were. It is 

:xxxvm proper to observe here that the clergy, during these 

~agitations, kept aloof from them ; and that, during 

the outbreak that followed, they were, with few 

exceptions, and these not influential, steadfast in 

their allegiance and loyalty to the British Sovereign. 

which are prepared for them, reoourse is had to the same system 

of co~r~iou and. terrorism which .has already ~s~1:aced the system 

?f Br1tish rule In Ir eland ::-Magu>tr~t~s and .Mi~It1a Officers, enjoy

mg the confidence of the1r fellow clt1zen1J, are msolently deprived 

of Office, because they love their country too well to sanction an 

unconstitutional aggression, or permit her liberties to be yiolated 

with impunity; and as a climax to their misfortunes, the present 

Governor in Chief has recently introduced, in time of profound 

peace, a large body of armed troops into this Province, to destroy, 

by physical force, all constitutional resistance, and to complete, by 

desolation and death, the work of tyranny already determined 

upon and authorized beyond the seas. 

" Resolved, That holding Lord Go ford guil ty of an atrocious 

aggression against our liberties by the introduction of such armed 

force amongst us, and co un ting on the sympathy of our neighbours, 

the zealous co-operation of our brother Reformera of Upper Ca

nada, and on Providence, for a favourable opportunity- of emanci

pating ourselves from the oppressive system und er wh1ch we suffer, 

we declare that, commiserating the unhappy lot of the soldiers 

whom our enemies desire to couvert into the vile instruments of 

our slavery, and their own dishonor, the people of these counties 

will throw no obst~cle in the way of the men belonging to the 

Regunents stationed m this District, should they desire to improve 

their condition by emigrating to the neighbouring Republic, espe· 

cially as we have strong reasons to believe that a number of tho e 

soldiers are only waiting for an opportunity to get rid of their 

present anomalous and irksome profession. 

"Resolved, That the meeting approves of the organization of the 

political association entitled "The Sons of Liberty," and recom

mends the young men of these counties to organize themselves in 

the same manner-to f01·m, in their respective ::parishes, branch 

societies of " The Sons of Liberty," and to maintam an active cor

respondence and frequent communication with "the Son of Liberty" 

in Montreal, and to adopt the same systematic organization, so as 

to be prepared to support each other with promptitude and effect, 

should circumstances require them to protect and defend their 

threatened liberties. 
"Resolved, That the delegates named ~by the different parishes 

of the FiYe Counties are requested to meet anew at this place to· 

morrow, at two o'clock in the afternoon, to consider such proposi· 

tions as may be submitted to them."- Vindicator. 
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The dcath of the Hon. and Right Reverend C. S. Chap. 
Stewart, D. D. Lord Bishop of Quebcc, who had vi- xxxVIII 
sitcd England on account of his health, occurred on '00' 
the lOth July of the present year, in London, in the · 
ü3rd year of his age. This excellent Prelatc was 
very sincerely rcgretted in the Canadas, being held 
in the highest esteem by persons of every class and 
persuasion throughout both Provinces. He was suc
cceded in the Bishopric by the Right Rev. G. T. ~Ioun-
tain, D. D., the Archdeacon of Que bec, under the title 
of Bishop of l\1ontreal, the title of the Diocese being 
altered on the dccease of Bishop Stewart, a short 
memoir of whom, taken from the Quebec Mercury, is 
subjoined, written, it is believed, by his successor, 
Doctor ~Iountain,* at the present time (January, 

*" The la te Lord Bishop of Que bec, Charles James Stewart, third son of the Earl of Galloway, in Scotlanù., was born in London, on the 13th of April, 1775. ln 1795 he was electeù. a fellow of All Soul's Collegc, in the University of Oxford. Having taken holy orders, he was presented in 1799 to the Rectory of Overton-Long· ville, County Hauts. In 1807, having conceived a strong desireto go abroad as a Mis!!ionary, he was introduced by the Bishop of Lincoln, in whose diocese he was situated, to the theo Bishop of Que bec, who happeued at the time to be in England; and was in consequence appointed to the charge of St. Armand, in Missisquoi Bay. lu 1819, the Bishop having provided for the appointmeutof a visiting :Missionary, to afford the occasiona] miuistrations of the Church to destitute settlements throughout the diocese, was desir· ous of con:fiding the task in the bands of Dr. Stewart, and he aeeordingly assumed it. In 1825, the infirmities of the Bishop inducing him to desire relief in his extensive charge, his Lord· ship's son, the Archdeacon of Quebec, (now Bishop of Montreal,) was sent home with powers to effect an arrangement for the division of the diocese, and the sun·ender, on the part of Bishop :Moun· tain, of one-third of his income to Dr. Stewart, who was to bave be en consecrated Bishop of Upper Cann.da, and to have assisted, as need might be, in the Lower Province, during the life of Bishop :Mountain. The decease of this venerable prelate took place while the Archdeacon was at home, and the intelligence was there rcceived when the arrangement was on the very point of execu· tion. The plan was theo altered, and Dr. Stewart was designated to the whole charge. He was consecrated Bishop of Quebec, at Lambeth, on the lst of January, 1826. 
" The great iocr ase of the Episcopallabouri from the continuai 
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Chap. 185?,) Lord Bishop of Qu~b~c, t~e See of .Montreal 
kXXvm havmg been recently sub-div1ded mto two B1shoprics 
._...,_...and the titlc of that of Que bec revived. ' 
1837 The1·e were in the Canadas, at this time, but tèw 

troops. The 85th Regiment, under the command of 
the Hon. Lieut. Col. Dundas, which came up from 
Halifax in Her :Majesty ships V estal and Champion, 
in Jnly, and landed at Quebec on the 13th of that 
tnonth, was the only reinforcement the f'()rces in the 
Canadas received during the summer. These the 
TT,indicator bad vain-gloriously boasted that the pa-

Mcession of Protestant population, caused bim, after a fe~ yeare 
to feel very strongly, especially as his health was rapidly declin: 
ing, the same want of assistance which had be en experienced by his 
predeccssor ; aml he dctermined to provide for it by preciecly the 
same sacrifice of income. His endenvors to obtain the objeet re· 
sultcd in the eonsecrntion of Archdeacon Mountain, in Irebruary, 
1836, as Lord Bishop of Montreal, but without any division of the 
diocese-the new Bishop being simply appointed to assist Bishop 
8tewart, by commis:'lion from the latter, to such extcnt as might be 
required; but having powers ~iso to administer the affairs of the 
dioccse, in the event of his surviviug that prelate, till a successor 
to the See of Qu~bec should be appointed, (which is the footin" 
upon which matters now stand). No salary is attached to the Se~ 
of :Montreal, and no provision now exists for continuing to the per· 
son who may be appointed to the Sec of Que bec, the salary enjoyed 
by the late Bishop and his predecessor. It is satiofactory to 
rcflect that in the bands of both these prclates it was a blessing to 
many; and that both werc ready chcerfully to sacrifice a large 

. portion of it, to provide more efficiently for the Episcopal services 
in the Ohurch. 

·' The character of the lato Bishop has already been noticed in 
the journals which have announced his decease, aud hi~ labour 
have bcen too fruitful and too extensiYe to require that they should 
be proclaimed. In every office which he filled, from that of a 
Mis:sionary in the woods to that which placed him at the head of 
the Ohurch Establishment in the Canadas, he was alike humble 
charitable, laborious, devoted; full of ardent zeal for the glory of 
his heavenly master, and overflowing with benevolence to man, 
He was a shining example of thé efficacy of the faith of the Gos· 
pel; and in the approachcs of dissolution, it was that faith, and 
uot any reliance upon bimself or his own performances, which 
sustained and refreshed bim. 

" The present Earl of Galloway, at whose bouse the decense of 
his Lordship took place in London, is his nephew, and net, as hae 
been stated by mistuke) his brother." 
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triots would drive into the St.Lawrence, and despatch, Cha p. 
with the grea test ease, whenever the time of contest xxxVIII 

mlght come ; but when at length the time arrived, the ~ 
senseless threat was not forgotten by tbose of wbom 
the insurrectionary organ bad made so ligbt. 

Sir John Colborne, who, sin ce his return to Canada 
from New York on his way to England, as previously 
stated, had fixed his head quarters at Quebec, left 
this City on the 20th July for William Henry, 
intending to pass the winter there with his family, in 
order, that if an emergency should arise he might be 
near the scene of action. 

The Acts incorporating the Cities of Quebec and 
~fon treal, passed in 1831, but reserved for the Royal 
pleasure, did not come into force until June in 1832, 
and which, limited in their duration to the lst J\tiay, 
1836, bad not been renewed in the session of tbat 
year, being allowed to expire expressly, it is probable, 
with the view to increase the general disorganisation 
and disorders of the times, so that in the universal dis
solution of municipal as weil as political government, 
the minds of men might be the better prepared for the 
new order in the proposed revolution. The conse
quence accordingly was a total annihilation of the 
police in those cities, exceedingly alarming to the 
peaceable inhabitants, who could not, in safety, walk. 
the streets after night-fall. Severa! very gross noc
turnal atrocities having been committed, the citizens 
met, in both ci ti es, and established in eaeh, at their 
own expense, a watch and patroles to put an end to the 
acts of violence and apprehension of molestation, 
which, fi.·om the absence of municipal establishments 
of the kind, disquieted the inhabitants and rendered 
insecure their lives and property. 

The following rcflcctions descriptive of the politi
cal state of the Provinces are from :i\Ir. N eilson, as 
C'Xtracted from his Quebec Gazette of the 3rd of 
November :-
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Cha.p. " It is not surprising that there should be wcak
:uxvm ness in a government against which a faction corn
~ manding a majority in the representative branch, has 

· been permitted for several years to direct ali its en
ergies, while the constitutional prerogatives of the 
Executive have been used to put power in the hands 
of those bent on its destruction. I-Iave the magis
t.rates the means of doing their duty in the present 
state of the Province ? Have not disa:ffection and 
intimidation got to such a head in some parts of the 
country, that no one dares to go before a magistratc 
to complain? Have the magistrates generally suffi
cient legal knowledge, independence and support to 
enable them to perform an onerous, disagreeable and 
hazardous duty ? If they have, they are to biarne. 
But wh y, in that case, is not a new commission is
sued, including only those who are known to be fully 
qualified and determined to do their duty according 
to law, with sorne one, at least, in each commission, 
who will give his whole time to the service for a 
reasonable and certain compensation; for it is im
possible that the necessary proceedings can be fol
lowed up by magistrates giving only an occasional 
attendance; they ought also to have the active as
sistance of the law officers of the Crown, when called 
upon, and every case of a violation of the law, being 
an actual breach of the peace, or having a manifest 
tendency to create a breach of the peace, ought to 
be followed up, the parties arrested and brought to 
trial without regard to consequences. If the officcrs 
of justice are re.:isted, then the course is plain. It 
is impossible to suppose that the courts and juries 
will not do their dut y. Any persan entrustcd with 
authority, not doing his duty, because he pcrmits 
himself to suppose others will not do theirs, is guilty 
of a sort of treason to the common weal, which is 
deserving of universal reprobation, and the sevcrcst 
punishment which can be inflicted by the public au
thority. 
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"In the present state of affairs in this Province, Ohap. 
we confess we fe el disposed to make disadvantageous xxxvm 
comparisons between a monarchical and a republican ~ 
government. Had General Washington shewn as · 
much indecision as is shown in this Province, when 
the whiskey insurrection was organized in Pennsyl
Yania, or Thomas Jefferson when the Vice-President 
Burr was collecting forces on the Ohio, or General 
Jackson, when an indepcndent State pretended to 
nullify the laws of the general government, the 
United States would have been deluged with blood, 
their free constitution of government destroyed by 
illegal violence, and the people of the United States 
been reduced to the condition of the South Ameri-
can republics." 

(Translation.) 

JonN JAMES LARTIGUE, FmsT (R. C.) BISHOP OF MoNTREAL, &o.' 
To THE CLERGY, AND ALL THE F AITHFUL oF ouR DxocEsE, 

HEALTH A......,D BENEDICTION. 

For a length of time back, dear brethren, we hear of nothing 
but agitation, and even of revoit, and this in a country which bas 
hitherto been distinguished by its loyalty, ita spirit of peacc, its 
love for the religion of its fathers. On every aide we behold bro
thers rise up against their brothers, friends against their friends, 
citizens against thcir fellow-citizens; and discord from one extre
mity of this diocese to the other, seems to have burit as un der the 
bonds of charity which united the members of the smne body, the 
children of the same church, the children of Catholicity, which is a 
religion of unity. In circumstances of such moment, the only posi
tion that we can take, is, not merely to stand to an opinion (which 
nevertheless, as citizens, we and ourworthy fellow-labourers in the 
Roly Ministry should have, equally with others, the right of emit;.. 
ting,) but to act up to the obligation which the Apostle of the Gen
tiles imposes upon us by saying- Woe is 11,nto me if I speak not the 
Gospel; for a necessity lyeth upon me 1 Necessita& cum mihi in
cumbit. 1. Cor. ix., 16. 

No, dear brethren, not one of y ou is ignorant of these truths; that 
the duties of the different members of society f01m as essentiallya 
part of Christian morality, as the duties of the different members 
of a family; that this divine code of morality is a portion of the 
sacred deposit of Faith, which bas bcen trnnsmitted to us by the 
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Ohap pure channel of Scripture and Tradition; nnd that we, as succes

xxxvr~r sors. of the Apostles, are bound to transmit it to you with equal 

fidehty. 
~ There is, moreover, nothing that cau rend er us the object of suspi-

. cion. In our veins, as in yours, :flows Canadian blood ~ we have 

given frequent proofs of the love we have for our dear and common 

country; and, as the Apostle, so cau we take God to witness, how 

we long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. Philip i. v. 8 

Besides, y ou know that we never received any thing from the Civil 

Government,-as we expect from it nothing but that justice which 

is due to every British subject. And we bear testimony to the 

iruth, when we solemnly protest, that in speaking to you on the 

present occasion, we speak of ourselves, impelled by no exterior 

influence, but solely actuated by motives of conscience. It is not, 

then, our intention to give an opinion, as a citizen, on this purely 

political question, among the different branches of government. 

which is in the right, or which is in the wrong; (this is one ofthose 

things which God bas delivered to the consideration of men: mun

dum tradidit disputationi corum:) but the moral question, namely, 

what is the duty of a Catholic towards the civil power established 

and constituted m each state ? This religious question falling within 

our jurisdiction and competency, it is undoubtedly the province of 

your Bishop to give you ali neeessary instruction on this subject, 

and your province is to listen to him. For, as the cele~rated La· 

mennais sa ys, 'Bishops being comrnissioned by the Holy Ghost to 

govern the church of God, under the direction of the Sovereign 

Pontiff, we protest that we believe that in every thing which apper

tains to the s:piritual administration of each diocese, clergy and 

laity ought, faJ.thfully, to obey the orders of the Bishop instituted 

by the Pope. ' 
" This th en, iB what the sacred Scriptures teach yon on the above 

question. ' Let every soul,' sa ys St. Paul-Rom. xiii, 'be subject 

to the higher powers, for there is no power but from Gocl, and 

those that are, are ordained of God. Therefore he that resisteth 

the power resisteth the ordinance of God. And they that resist, 

purchase to themselves damnation. The ruler is the minister of 

God to them for good. He beareth not the sword in vain. For he 

is the minis ter of God, an a venger to execute wrath upon him that 

doeth evil, wherefore be subject of necessity, not only for wrath, 

but also for conscience sake.'-Rom. c. i, v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 'Be ye 

subject, therefore,' adda St. Peter, the chief of the .Apostles, 'to 

every human creature for God's sake; wh ether it be to the King, 

as excelling ; or to the governors as sent by Him for the punish

ment of evil-doers, and for the praise of the good. For sois the 

will of God. As free and not as making liberty of malice, but as 

the servants of God., honour the king. Servants, be subject to your 

masters with all fear: not only to the good and gentle, but also to 

the froward. For this is thanks worthy, if for conscience towards 

God, a man endure sorrows, suffering wrongfully.'-1st. St. Peter, 

c. ii, v. 13, 14. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.'' 
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·• Such, dem· brethren, at•e the oracles of the lloly Ghost, as we Chap. fi nd them in the sacred volume; such tha doctrine of Jesus Christ, XXXVIII as the Apostles Peter and Paul had learned it from the mouth of...._...,._ their Divine Mastcr. But clear as these words may be in them- 1837. sel v es, a Christian do es not interpret the word of God by his own private judgmcnt; he knows that it is. a fundamental point of his faith, that the saet·ed Scriptures, as St. Peter assures us, 2d. Ep. 1. 20, are not to be understood according to each one's private interpretation; and that it belongs to our mother the Catholic Church al one to expound them to us, according to the decision of Jesus Christ in the Gospel; 'If he will not hear the Church, let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican.'-St. Mat. xiii., 17. Now, his present Holiness, Gregory XVI, has expounded from his ponti:ficttl chair, these passages of Scripture. He has interpretcd the passages which we have cited from the sacred volume, according to the doctrine of the Holy Fathers, and the perpetuai tradition of the Church, from its establishment c1own to the present day; he has dictated their true meaning to the Christian world, in his Encycli-cal letter, addressed in the beginning of his Ponti:ficate, to the B1shops in every :part of the world. Not a solitary Bishop since that period has ra1sed his voice a.gainst the doctrine of that letter, so that it has received at least the tacit consent of the great body of Pastors, and consequently, it must be looked upon as an authoritative decision in point of doctrine. "As we have learned," says the Holy Father, (it is not ourvoice that y ou are now going to hear, but that of the vi car of Jesus Christ,)-' as we have learned that writings disseminated among the people proclaim doctrines which shake the :fidelity and submission due to Princes, and cause the standard of revoit to be raised on all sides, it bccomes necessary to use every precaution to prevent deluded multitudes from being drawn out of the line of duty.' Let all bear in mind, according to the advice of the Apostle ' that there is no power but from G od; and therefore he tb at resisteth the power, rcsisteth the ordinance of God : and they that resist purchase to themselves damnation. Both human and divine laws rise up in condemnation of those, who by schemcs of sedition and revoit endeavor to shake allegiance to Princes, and hurl them from the throne. It was for this reason, and in order to avoid sullying themselves with such a crime, that the :first Christians, amidst the fury of persecution, remained faithfnl to the Emperors, and sought, as it is certain they diù, the interests of the empire. Of this they gave abundant proofs, not only by faithfully executing every order. that wns not contrary to religion, but by shedding their blood on the :field of battle. 'l'he Christian solùiers, says St. Austin, (in Psa.lm 124, No. 7) serveù a Hcathen Empire: but when there was question of the cause of Jesus Christ, they acknowledged only Him who reigns in Heaven. They distinguisbecl the eternal from their temporal Lord : and yet for the sake of their eternal Lord, they wcre submissive to their temporal one. This it was that the invincible Martyr, St. Mnmitius, conm1n.nder of the Theban Legion, ha4 
s2 
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Chap. bcfore his eyes, when, as St .. Encher~us relates, he nnswered the 
:x:xxvrn Emperor: 'Wc are your sold1ers, Prmce, but we are at the same 
....._...._ time the servants of God ; and now, even the danger of losinrr our 

1
s

3
7. lives, with which w~ are threatened, does not.induce us to r~voL. 

"\V e have our arros m our bands, and we res1st not; because we 
prefer to suffer death rather than to inflict it.' This :fidelity of the 
Christians of old acquires new lustre, if we remark with Tertullian 
that they were deficient neither in number nor in power, bad they 
chbseu to declare themselves enemies to the state. 

" These splendid examples of inviolable submission to Princes 
which were the necessary consequences of the precepts of the Chris: 
tian religion, condemn the error of those who, infatuated with the 
love of unbridled liberty, direct all their efforts against the rights 
of authority, 'whilst upon the people they entail only slaver~ 
under the mask of liberty. Such was the tendency of the ev1l 
designs of the Waldenses, of the Begnards, of the Wickliffites, and 
others agaiost whom the anathemas of the Apostolical See have 
been so frequently directed; and they who walk in their footsteps, 
have no other object in view but to boast with Luther, tbat they 
are free from all control of persons and of things. ' 

" ' It is on your part an obligation of duty,' adds the same Pou· 
tiff, in his brief of July, 1832, to the Bishops of Poland, 'it is on 
your part an obligation of duty to watch with the utmost care, lest 
evil minded men, propagators of false doctrine, spread among y our 
flocks the contagion of demoralising theories. These men, with 
zeal for the public good in their mouths, impose upou the credu· 
lit y of simple men, who blindly become their tools in disturbing the 
public peace and overthrowing the established order of things. For 
the good, and for the ho nor of the Disciples of Jesus Christ, it is 
:fitting that their falsc doctrines should be exposed: the false· 
ness of their principles must be shewn by the immutable word of 
the Sacred Scriptures, and by the indisputable monuments of the 
Tradition of the Church. 

" Such is the doctrine of the supreme Pastor of souls, of the 
venerable Pontiff now sitting on the eternal chair, in conjunction 
with the documents of the Chm·ch in all ages and in all places. 
Y ou must now fe el, dear brethren, that we could not. without vio· 
l::tting our duty, and endangerin~ our personal salvation neglect 
the direction of your consciences in circumstances so critical. :For, 
ns a Catholic cannat pretend to choose what point of faith he will 
admit, and what point he will reject; and as St. James says, 
(Ep. c. 2. v. 10.) "he who offends in one point, is become guilty of 
all,'' the present question amounts to nothing less thau tbis
whether you will choose to maintain or whethcr you will choose 
to abandon the la.ws of your religion. Should theo any one 
wish to engnge you in a revoit against the established Gure~·n· 
ment, under the pretext that you form a part of the S01•ere1_ryn 
People, suffer not yourselves to be seduced. The too famo.us 
National convention of France, though obliged to admit the pr:n· 
ciple of the Sovereignty of the people, because it was to this pnn· 
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ciple that it owed its existence, took good care to condemn po:pu- Oka 
lar insurrections, by inserting in the Declaration of Rig!tts whwh xxxJ:;r 
heads the Constitution of 1795, that the Sovereignty resides, not..__...,..._.. 
in a part, not even in the majority of the people, but in the en- 18S7 
tire body of the citizens: adding, thatno individual, thatno partial · 
union of citizens can pretend to the Sovereignty. But who will 
dare to say, that in th1s country the totality of citizens desires the 
overthrow of the Government 1 

"We conclude, dear brethren, by appealing to your noble and 
generons hearts. Did you ever seriously reflect on the horrors of 
a civil war 1 Did you ev er represent to yourselves, your towns 
and your hamlets deluged with blood, the innocent and the guilty 
carried off by the same tide of calamity and woe? Did you ever 
refiect on what experience teaches, that almost without exception, 
every popular revolution is a work of blood 1 Did you ever re
fiect that even the Philospher of Geneva, the author of the social 
contract, the great upholder of the sovereignty of the people, 
says himself, that a revolution which cost only one drop of blood, 
would be too dearly bought? We leave these important refiec
tions to your feelings of humanity, and to your sentiments as 
Christi ans. 

" 'The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of God. 
and the communion of the Roly Ghost be with you all.'-2 Cor. 
xiii., 13. 

"This charge shall be read and published at ihe Parochial or 
principal Mass of each Church, in cha:pter by each community of 
our Dwc~e, on the :first Sunday or Fest1val after its reception. 

·' Given at Montreal the 24th Oct. 1837. 

" JOHN JAMES LARTIGUE, Bishop of Montreal." 

(Communicated to the Quebec Gazette.) 

RECENT APPOINTMENTS TO THE EXECUTIVE COUN
CIL, BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF GOSFORD. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

Louis Panet, Esq., French Canadian. 
Geor<Ye Pemberton, Esq., British Merchant. 
G. A~ Quesnel, Esq., an Advocate, and untillately a Member of 

the Assembly. . . 
William Sheppard, Esq., Bnt1sh. 
Hon. Pierre D. Debartzch, a Member of the Legislative Co un cil

a supporter of the 92 Resolutions-late a proprietor of a Journal 
called "L'Echo du Pays," edited at village Debartzch, which 
breathed the most deaùly hostility towards the British. This 
gentleman has not yet disavowed his participation in the senti
ments put forth, from day to day by L'Echo. In the person of M1. 
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Chap. Deba:tzch, it cannot be said, that the Executive and Legirolative 
mvm functwns are kept separate.* 
-..-.,..- EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AS NOW COMPOSED. 

183'7. Hon. John Stewart, Scotch birth. 
Hon. Dominique Mondelêt, French Canadian. 
Hon. Huges Heney, French Canadian. 
Hon. Louis Panet, French Canadian. 
Hon. George Pemberton, Irish birth. 
Hon. F. A. Quesnel, French Canadian. 
Hon. William Sheppard, English birth. 
Hon. P. D. Debartzch, French Canadian. 

Five French Canadians. 
Three British and Irish blood. 

JlECENT APPOINTMENTS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, BY EARL GOSFORD. 

John N eilson, Esg,., Scotch birth. 
Hertel de RouVIlle, Esq., French Canadian, for sometime a 

member of the Assembly opposed to the Goverrunent. 
J. D. Lacroix, Esq., French Canadian. 
J. Pangman, Esq., French Canadian. 
E. R. Caron, Eaq., French Canadian, late member of the .Assem· 

bly, voting for the 92 resolutions, 
J. :M:. Fraser, Esq., Scotch extraction. 
A. M. de Salaberry Esq., French Canadian. 

Six French Canadians. Two British blood. 
N oTE.-Sir Francis Bond Head, the Lieutenant Governor of 

Upper Canada, maintains public tranquillity with one c~mpany of 
the Queen's troops. In Lower Canada coromon order cannot .be 
maintained with five regiments, and this because the whole machine 
of government is .paralyzed. The anarchists are permitte~ to 
marshall and exere1se for revolution, un der the eyes of the sold1ery. 

EQUAL RIGBTS. 

Quebec, October 25, 183'7. 

The excerpts from the public newspapers above, as weil as in 
the preceding and following Chapter, are rather to exhibit the 
spirit of the times than the matters reported, several of them 
being in themsel v es scarcely worth notice, were it not on that 

account. ----·····-·- ··------·· 
ERRATUM.-Page 1, line 10, for "St. Denis," read St Ours. 

* "The Populaire of the 18th October, states, as it asserts, on 
good authority, that :M:r. Debartzch was not the author of certain 
blood-thirsty and revolutionarywritings which appeared some years 
f!.go in the Echo du. Pays ; that :M:r. Debartzch had seen the writing 
b~fore it was published, and objected to its insertion in the paper; 
that it was not wr.itten by a French Oanadian; and that it was in 
ponsequence of Mr. Debartzch's withdrawing his support from the 
E,cho, that it was discontinu~d." ( Quebec Gazettf!, 20th Oct. 1837.) 
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CIIAPTER XXXIX. 
Indications of an outbreak in the District of Montreal-Collision in Cha p. thut City between the "fils de la liberte" and constitutionalists- xxxix Warrants issued in Que bec--Magistrates disrnissed --Further mani- ..._,...._... festations of insurrection-Sir Francis B. Head-Loyal disposi- 1837. tion of Upper Canada and of the Lower Provinces-Mr. Dcb::trtzeh -Warrants to arrest Mr. Papineau and others-His evasion-Arrest and rescue of Messrs. Da vignon and Demaray-Gathering of patriots at St. Charles and St. Denis-Magistrates of French origin at Montreal express themselves-Gcneral Order-Truly patriotic conduct of British inhabitanta in Quebec-Insurrection in the District of Montreal-Military movements in consequence -The affaira at St. Denia and St. Charles-Mr. Papineau-Assasaination of Lieutenant Weir at St. Denis-Mm·der of Cbar-trand at l'Acadie-Col. Gore, with a military force revisits St. Denia-Sir John Col borne proceeds in person from Montreal, at the head of a considerable force to St. Eustache-Affair at that village, St. Benoit, &c.-Rendezvous of patriots at Swanton, on Lake Champlain-They make an incursion-Are defeatedand several of them captured by the Missisquoi volunteers-Proclamation by the Governor (Lord Gosford)-Martial law in force in the District of Montreal-Capture of Dr. W olfred Nelson -The Banks send their specie to the citatlel of Quebec-Reinforcements arrive at Que bec from England, overland from Halifax -Loyal Addressea-Constitutional associations of Montreal and Quebec-Interesting memoranda from Messrs. W olfred Nelson and Thomas S. Brown respectively, relating to tha affaira of St. Denis and St. Charles, in which they took part.-Misunderstand-ing between Dr. W. Nelson and Mr. Papineau.-Remarks onMr. P. 

W e are now ente ring upon the darkest passage in 
the annals of the country, one of error and of mourn
ing to Canada, leaving a blot, though, let us hope, 
not indelible, on the escutcheon of a moral, a brave, 
and hitherto a truly loyal people; the indubitable 
proofs of whose preference of the sovereignty of 
Great . Britain, and permanent connexion of their 
native country with her, to that of their republican 
neighbours, indeed, we may say, natural friends, are, 
to their honor, imperishably established, be their 
destiny as it may. 

As the autumn advanced, and the season of na vi
gation drew toits close, strong indications of an earl y 
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Chap. outbreak in the Montreal district became daily more 

xxxix and more apparent. There were already in various 

Ts;7 parishes, north and south of Montreal, disturbances 

· of a serious character, several of the British inhabit

ants being obliged to leave their homes, and with 

their families fly for refuge to the city. A number 

of magistrates, militia officers, and small cause Com

missioncrs, in the rural parishes, intimidated by the 

hourly threats of the disaffected, by whom they were 

surrounded, sent in to the Government their resigna

tions, as they no longer could exercise, nor hold their 

offices with safety to themselves, while organization 

and training in arms were openly carried on, avow

edly in anticipation of an approaching and speedy 

contest with the Government, and with as mnch zeal 

as if in deferree of the country against an invading 

enemy. In fact, the magistracy throughout the 

Province, and in the upper districts particularly, were 

overawed and powerless, and from the want of ade

quate support, dared not, in the general spirit of the 

inhabitants, attempt to do their duty and carry into 

operation the laws towards arresting the disorders 

that everywhere manifested themselves. The few 

extracts below, from the Montreal papers of the day, 

will give the reader sorne faint notion of the state of 

that district at the present period :-
" It was stated," sa ys the Monb·eal Gazette, "in the 

Herald of Saturday last, that in consequence of the 

outrages threatened to be committed on Mr. Chaffers, 

a magistrate of St. Cesaire, who had been menaced 

with being pulled down from the ben ch, he directed it 

to be made generally known, that after what had 

passed, he was determined not to expose the Royal 

authority to contempt, by pronouncing judgments 

which no one dared to execute, in consequence of the 

bailiffs having been threatened with mob law if they 

did not resign their office. Upon this determination 

having becn communicatcd to the principal inhabit-
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ants, they resolved, that reposing the highest confi- Chap. 
denee in the honor and character of l\fr. Chaffers, xxxix 
they hoped he would not close the courts, and pledged Ts;7 
themselves that the parish would stand by him in · 
the execution of his office. 

" 'V e now learn from the same authority, that a 
portion of the intimidators, stronger than the friends 
of Mr. Chaffers, had resolved, that no courts should 
be held or warrants execnted, of which resolution a 
notification was communicated to Mr. Chaffers, who 
declared that the local courts were consequent! y sus
pended until it should please Her Majesty's Govern
ment to re-open them. One of the party had then 
the audacity to demand Mr. Chaffers' commission, a 
request with which, of course, he indignantly refused 
to comply." 

"MILITIA GENERAL ÛRDER. 

" Whereas it has becomc notorious that many weil 
disposed and loyal officers holding commissions fi·om 
the Crown, in the militia of this Province, have lately 
been constraincd, by means of unlawful acts and a 
system of intimidation, to send in their resignation 
to the Governor in Chief, and as no officer can be 
absolved from the duties of his station unless formally 
relieved therefrom by competent authority, His Ex
cellency is hereby pleased to order that ali resigna
tions thus illegally extorted, shall be considered as 
null and void, unless officially accepted, and the 
officers so constrained to tender their commissions as 
still holding the same: His Excellency, relying on 
their fidelity and attachment to their Queen for the 
faithful discharge of the duties appertaining to their 
several ranks, and for aiding in the preservation of 
the public tranquillity, and enforcing obedience to 
the laws. 
" Office of the Adjut. Gen. of l\Iilitia, 

"Quebec, 16th Nov., 1832.'' 
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(Translated fi·m.n the Populaire of the 3rd Nov.) 

'' ATTACK ON DR. QuESNEL. 

" W e gave in our last nu rn ber a sketch of the ex cess 
that the worthless agita tor Côte was perpetratinO' in the 
Countyof L' Acadie,in companywith a person ~amed 
Gagnon, whom hehadseduced, and sorne personsofno 
note whom he has collected. The attack committed 
on Dr. Quesnel is one of the most infamous which 
has been perpetrated since the affair of Madame St. 
Jacques. It appears that on his return from the 
meeting of the Convention at St. Charles, this Cana
di an 'Oarrier' went to the house of Dr. Quesnel with 
all his followers. The latter received them with his 
usual politeness, and even offered them refreshment; 
on this Côte, as the spokesman of the party, told him 
that was not the object of their visit, but that they had 
come to desire him to throw up his commission and 
send in his resignation to His Excellency. The Doc
tor replied that it was a stcp which required sorne 
consideration and reflection. Hereupon Côte said 
that thcre was no room for any tergiversation, and 
that he, Mr. Quesnel, must decide to do so imme
diately, or expect to have his house attacked. Mr. 
Quesnel, though surprised at such excessive impu
dence, desired these singularly unceremonious ad
visers to quit his bouse, which they did. In the 
course of Friday, Dr. Quesnel was called upon by 
several individuals, who told him that he bad bettcr 
corn ply, as if he did not, something serions would 
occm._ The Doctor, however, did not accede to the ir 
injunctions, and determined not to be dictated to. 
At night these ruffians, instigated by Côte, surrounded 
the house, forccd open a door, and broke the window 
sashes, putting the family of Dr. Quesnel in the most 
pitiable statc of alarm. The Doctor, overcomc by 
the entreatics of his wife and the tears of his children, 
and seeing that he cOtùd expect no help from his 

neighbO 
to satis' 
claring 
the foll1 
extremi 
mo~ 
letter f 
they re 
from w 
fa mi! y 
then t 
theala 
to the 
the situ 
to resign 
compelle 
assassins 
selves p 

"Fre 
having 
treal to 
on the 
before · 
dered to 
ought to 
as well 
if he co 
he shoul 
in Chief. 
\,11aÏnst 
soon be 
ernmen 



425 

neighbours, at length opened a window and promised Chap. 
to satisfy his besiegers, who thereupon retircd, de- xxxix 
claring loudly that if the letter were not written on~ 
the following morning they would proceed to further · 
extremities, and they according1y, on the following 
morning, enquired at the Post Office, and finding no 
letter from Dr. Quesnel addressed to the Governor, "" 
they repaired with the utmost audacity to his bouse, 
from which he had not yet been able to remove his 
family to a place of safety. A fresh scene of violence 
then took place, and Dr. Quesnel, overpowered by 
the alarms of his wife and family, determined to write 
to the Governor. He informed His Excellency that 
the situation in which he found himself compelled him 
to resign. his commission as magistrate. He was then 
compelled to give the letter unsealed to the band of 
assassins by whom he was surrounded, who them
selves put it into the Post Office. 

" Freed from these dangerous visitors, the Doctor, 
having placed his family in safety, set out for :ô1on
treal to daim the protection of the laws; he waited 
on the Solicitor General, and laid the circumstances 
before him, and required that justice should be ren
dered to him, adding, that being a magistrate he 
ought to be supported in that respectable character 
as weil as protected in his person, and further, that 
if he could find no law officer disposed to do his duty, 
he should address himself personally to the Governor 
in Chief. It is said that a warrant bas been issucd 
against Côte, and it is to be hoped that this man will 
soon be taught that there is yet in existence a Gov
ernmcnt to protect the lives and propertics of the 
citizens. 

" \V e have beard of seve rai other ho uses being at
tacked, and it has becn by these mcans that the resig
nations of the sixty-six officers of militia and magis
trates in the County of L'Acadie, boasted of by the 
llfinerve, have been obtained." 
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Chap. A fracas occurred at Montreal, on the 6th Novem
xx:x:rx ber, between the young men styling themselves " the 
~Sons of Liberty/' (les fils de la liberté,) and the Con-

. stitutionalists, in which the former, headed by :Mr. 
Thomas Storrow Brown, by birth, it is believed, a 
citizen of the United States, then doing business as 
a dealer in hardware in that city, and who, having 
taken to politics, had espou:5ed the patriotic cause, as 
he deemed it. The occurrences of this day, the first 
of open violence betwcen the two parties, are vari
ously told by the different prints of the city, and it 
being but just to give them as found therein, in
cluding the statement of the Vindicator, as the organ 
of the patriots, they are reproduced below. 

" MoNTREAL, (Herald,) Nov. 6. 
"ToTAL RouTE oF THE ' SoNs oF LIBERTY.' 

"During the whole of Saturday last considerable 
excitement existed in town, owing to a report hav
ing been generally circulated that the ' Sons of Li
berty' intended to parade the streets on Monday, 
and that there would likely be a collision betwcen 
them and the members of the Doric Club. This ex
citement was increased on Sun day, in consequence 
of the magistrates having issued a proclamation, re
questing all persons to refrain from joining in any 
procession, or assisting in any way to break the 
peace. Although it was not known at what hour 
and place the ' Sons of Liberty' would meet, a 
placard was posted on the walls on Monday morn
ing, calling on the different ward associations to 
assemble at half-past twelve o' dock 'to crush rebel
lion in the bud.' Still there wcre no signs of the op
posite party appearing, and it was generally believed 
that they had abandoned their absurd attempt. 

" About two o' clock they be gan to mus ter in. the 
yard of Bonacina's Tavern, in fi·ont of the Amencan 
Presbyterian Chm·ch, Great St. James Street. The 
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muster attracteù the attention of sorne Constitu- Chap. 
tionalists, who remained to look on, when ali at once xxxix 
the party inside the yard, about 250 in number, ; 
rushed out and made an indiscriminate attack with · 
sticks and stones on those outside. Two pistols were 
also fired off, and a ball from one of them lodged in 
the sleeve of Mr. vVhitelaw, carpenter. A gentle-
man immediately went up to ~Ir. T. S. Brown (who 
was taking a very active part in the affair), and said 
he would hold him responsiblc for the firing, on 
which lVIr. B. raised a stick to strike him, when the 
threatened blow was warded off, and Mr. B. knockcd 
down by a Doric. Mr. IIoofstetter, who went up to 
separate the combatants, and to protect Mr. Brown, 
was severely handled by the ' Sons of Liberty,' and 
had it not been for the interference of Mr. J. G. 
Gundlack, Mr. Brown might have suffered more 
severely. As it is, his wounds are reported tous as 
being severe, though not dangerous. The rebels 
th en chased the ir few opponents along St. James Street, 
breaking the windows of Dr. Robertson, and other 
inhabitants in that street, but the Doric Club and 
others, rcinforcing the pursued, turned the tables on 
the en emy, who fied pell rnell up the main street of 
the St. Lawrence suburb, where they were pur-
sucd and conquered, after a short fight, at the corner 
of ])01·chester Street. The Loyalists then marched 
through the principal portion of the town and suburbs 
seeking the ' Sons of Liberty,' but in vain-they 
seemed to have evaporated like ghosts into thin air. 
On passing a house in Dorchester Street, opposite the 
residence of Mr. E. Idler, it was stated that the pa
triots were in the habit of drilling there, and it was 
thereupon resolved that it should be examined, when 
a seven barrellcd, a double barrellcd, and a single 
barrelled, in aU three guns, a sword, and the banner 
of the 'Sons of Liberty,' were fonnd and delivered 
over to the authorities. Previous to this, while the 
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Chap. crowd was passing Joshua Bell's house in Notre tbe'So· 
xxxix Dame Street, sorne marks of disapprobation and some and the 
~missiles thrown against it testified the opinion they Theser 

entertained of the turncoat, when he opened the ing, w 
window and presented a gun, which snapped twice. peared. 
Early in the afternoon the Riot Act was read and docum! 
the Royal Regiment ordered out to parade the streets, before 
supported bythe Artillery,neither of whom,however, assumn 
were required. inHuen1 

" About six o' dock the Loyalists marched up Bon
secours Street, and it was with great difficulty that 
they were restrained from attacking Mr. Papineau's 
house. The TTinclicator office, however, fared differ
ently-the types, paper, and everything, having been 
thrown into the street. These attacks on persans 
and property are to be regretted ; but they are, to a 
certain extent, the rcsult of every outburst of popular 
indignation. 

"The Royal Regiment was repeatedly and vehe-
mently cheered by the Loyalists. 

" W e learn that three magistrates, with troops 
under their command, were stationed last night at 
each of the following places: Stellers, :Main Street, 
St. Lawrence suburbs; Boyd's, Place d'Armes, and 
Russell's, Que bec snburb, besides an additional force 
at the main guard, in case of any disturbance during 

the nigh t. '' 
:Montreal, (Gazette,) NaY. 7. 

" W e yeslerday witnessed in the streets ?f tl1~s 
city the first collision that has tal~cn place m th1s 
Province between British subjects of English and 
French origin, on the subject of those politic~l 
opinions which have so long cstranged them from one 
another, as parties contending for differe~t schem~s 
of government. On Saturday, we beard It st~tcd m 
varions parts of the town, that on J\Ionday lt was 
intended by the anarchical body, calling themsehcs 
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the 'Sons of Liberty,' to meet at the Place d'Armes, chl'-p. 
and there raise the cap and plant the tree of Liberty. xxlmc 
These reports \Vere partly confirmedon Sunday morn-~ 
ing, when a proclamation by the magistrates ap- · 
peared, posted on various parts of the city. The 
document stated, that depositions had been lodged 
before the magistrates, that numerous bodies of men, 
assuming distinctive badges and denominations, and 
influenced by adverse political opinions, intended on 
Monda y to parade the streets of the city, from which 
processions, under the present excited state of public 
feeling, there was reason to apprehend that riots and 
tumults might ensue. Ail parties werc therefore 
called upon to refrain from joining, or forming part 
of such processions, which were only calculated to 
disturb the public peace, and en danger the persons 
and property of l-Ier Majesty's subjects. This pro
clamation was followed on Monday moming by a 
placard posted on the walls, calling on the different 
loyal and constitutional wards to meet at the Place 
d'Armes, at twelve o' clock, to assist to ' crush re
bellion in the bud!' The consequence was that 
throughout the who le of the forenoon of yesterday, 
the streets presented a very serious and portcntous 
aspect. No one could tell what was to happen, or, 
indeed, whether any preparations had been made to 
j ustify the expectations of the magistrates and the 
other well-disposed inhabitants of the city. At vari-
ous corners of the streets, different parties met togc-
ther, anxiously inquiring and conversing as to what. 
might be the rcsult of the day. About two o' dock, 
however, it was discovered that a considerable num-
ber of the ' Sons of Liberty,' had assemblcd together 
in a large yard facing Great St. James Street. 

[Here follows an extract from the account copied 
from the Herald, as above.] 

" W e were present wh en they returned down St. 
Francois Xavier Street and passed into Notre Dame 
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Chap. Street, and can safely and positively declare, that a 
xx:xxx band of from two to three hundred of the ' Sons of 

; Liberty,' if so they could be called, were only re
. sisted by about a dozen Constitutionalists. 

" Wh en the mob entered Notre Dame Street from 
St. Francois Xavier Street, showers of stones were 
fi ying in every direction like hail ; and one or two 
ino:ffensi'\fe individuals having entered the store of 
Mr. Bradbury, the windows and door were smashed 
to pieces, and several persons thrown far into the 
interior of the premises. The mob then proceeded 
along Notre Dame Street, turning back into Great 
St. James Street, where they rallied in additional 
numbers. By this time the brave Doric Club mus
tered; and we resume the account contained in the 
Herald, of what afterwards took place, as abç>ve. 

" vVe can add, that, in the present instance, 
the ' Sons of Liberty' were the aggressors in this, as 
well as in every other respect ; and when the lion 
awoke, they could not expect that either themselves 
or their abettors could altogether escape without some 
reprisals being made. 'V e congratula te the inhabit· 
ants of the city that they did not extend to greater 
lengths; but they feU into good hands, for nothing 
could be more admirable and praiseworthy thau the 
cool and calm demeanour of the Con~titutionalists 
during the who le affair. 

" The Royal Regiment was enthusiastically received 
by the Constitutionalists, and repeatedly cheered, as 
they marched along the streets in the discharge of 
their unpleasant du tics. W e are informed, that the 
arrangements made by Colonel11aitland were mo~t 
judicious. ~Iagistrates, with troops under then· 
command, were stationed during the night at Stel· 
ler's, Main street, Saint Lawrence suburbs; Boyd's, 
Place d'Armes; and Russell's, Que bec suburbs. The 
main guard was reinforced ; and patrols paraded the 
streets at intervals during the night. Su~h, we must 
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add, are the dire effects of conciliation and mis- Chap. government.'' xxxix -...-(Fro!ll L'Ami du Pe1.1ple.) 183'1. 
"THE FRUITS OF THE Th.fENACES OF THE PATRIOTS. 

" W e have for sorne time just said, that the warlike demonstrations of the Children of Liberty would pro· duce bitter fruit, and lead to sorne dangerous collision between the citizens of this city; we have, un~ happily, prophecied but too truly. On Monday, the ' Sons of Liberty' assembled in the honse of Mr. E. E. Rodier, occupied by a person named Vigneau; they were to the number of five or six hundred. Their usual exhorters made inflammatory speeches, exciting their auditory to revoit, and to ail sorts of outrages ;-excited by these discourses and by whiskey, on leaving the meeting they rushed upon sorne fifty Constitutionalists, who had been drawn into the neighbourhood of their meeting by curiosity, and taking advantage of their small number and of the surprise they were und er, they ill treated them and pursued them as far as the Place d'Armes, dealing blows of cudgels and vollies of stones. Severa! had swords and pistols, and sorne shots were fired on the Constitutionalists, by the patriots, as they sallicd from the court yard in which they had their rendezvous. Flushed with this easy and momentary advantage, they attacked the bouse of Dr. Robertson, and broke his windows with stones. But their triumph was of short duration; the Constitutionalists soon rallied in sufficient numbers to face the enemy, and from that moment it became impossible to find the army of Papineau, which appeared as if it had been evaporated by enchantment. The Constitntionalists then, to the number of four or five hundred, paraded the city and suburbs without meeting with any opposition. 
* * * * * ~· 
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Cha p. " N otwithstanding the numero us extravgances of their ha 
xxxix Dr. O'Callaghan and his friends, nothing can justify ted. ~ 
~ such conduct, and it is to be desired that the authors 

· may be known and punished." 

(From a Postcript to the Minerve.) 

'' W e have stopped the press in order to give our 
country readers sorne details of the scene of yesterday 
evening. As we stated in our article of yesterday, 
the ' Sons of Liberty:' had quietly met together in a 
court yard in their usual monthly meeting, when in 
accordance with the placards, to which we have be
fore alluded, the Constitutionalists assembled in 
Great St. James Street. The yard in which the 'Sons 
of Liberty' held their meeting has its entrance on that 
street. vVhen the Tories were in great numbers they 
began throwing stones into the yard, and knocking 
at the door, applying to the Fils de la Liberté all sorts 
of epithets, especially branding them as cowards, &c. 

'' As soon as the ir business was ended, the ' Sons 
of Liberty' sallied from the court in close column, 
and were immediate! y assai led by a show er of stones. 
A rude encounter ensued, and the ' Sons of Liberty' 
rcpulsed the assailants at all points, driving them as 
far as St. Lawrence Street. When, thinking that 
everything was over, they retired every one to his 
own home. 

" The Constitutionalists, seeing that they had no 
longer any enemy to contend with, rallied between 
the hours of five and six and commenced an attack 
upon property ; all the vcnetians of the house of the 
Hon. Mr. Papineau were broken, as well as of several 
other bouses, and the prin ting office of the Vindicator 
was almost entirely destroyed. Mr. Perrault bad 
prudently retired from the house with his famil~; 
the assailants broke the iron doors and forced the1r 
way into the printing office, which they overturned 
from top to bottom, breaking everything that feil into 
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their hands ; many other depredations were commit- Chap. ted. The troops were brought out about five o' dock xxxix and remained lookers on during ail these ravages. ~ " W e have not yet been able to ascertain the num- · ber of wounded, nor do we believe that any life was lost on the field of battle, though many are dangerously wounded. 
"vVe will vouch for this-that if the' Sons of Liberty' had not been provoked, no tumult would have been occasioned by their meeting; express orders had be en given by their chiefs to respect persons and property. Throughout they behaved themselves like heroes, and repulsed the attack in a manner which does them honor, sin ce on their part no depredation was committed." 
The Morning (Jourier concludes its account of the riot of the Fils de la Liberté with the following remarks:-
" In regard to the proceedings of the day, and especially the destruction of property to which it led, we can only express our regret that they should have taken place. Where the fault lies, however, is clear enough. The braggarts of the grand meeting in Bonacina's yard were the first aggressors, and the consequences of their aggression were less serious after aU than they may be said to have deserved. The screwed up courage of their attack would doubtless have brought upon them a far heavier reckoning, had not the downright poltroonery of their retreat enabled most of them personally to escape it. The attack upon a prin ting office we regret particularly, be cause it may so easily be made a means of strengthening the bands of the party attacked. The party, however, that has appealed to, and indeed be en the first to use, violence, has no real right to complain of the first return of their own coin that is made them. "We hope that the proceedings of the day will at once make the 'fils de la liberté' more chary of the ir 

T 
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Chap. promises, and our own party more careful of their 

xxxu organization. Had the Constitutionalists been or

..._..._. ganized as they ought, an assailing body of mobocrats, 
183'7. like those of Monday, would never have had the 

upper hand even for the length of a single street, or 

for the space of one ten minutes, nor would the sub

sequent progress of a body of our own friends have 

laid them open to the charge of having themselves 

played the rioter, even by way of retaliation. 

" The promptitude of the magistrates was highly 

praiseworthy. We hope they will continue in well

doing ; and while their hand is in, we would suggest 

to them, now that a beginning is made here, to stop 

at no half measure, but to suppress at once, with a 

bold hand, ali and sundry the illegal meetings that 

may hereafter be attempted within their jurisdiction. 

Should the 'fils de la liberté' undertake a drill, or 

anything of that kind on a Sunday, they must be 

sent about their business. There must be no back

ward movement. Shrinking can but make matters 

worse. Legally or illegally, any future drill of these 

gentry is now morally sure to be eut short. A fear

ful responsibility will rest on the magistrates, should 

their remissness leave the task to any others than 

themselves. 
"Since writing the above account, we have heard 

from good authority, that the magistrates had ob

tained assurances, sorne time previous to the hour of 

meeting, from the officers of the 'fils de la liberté,' 

and also from the Doric Club, that no attempt should 

be made to parade the streets on either side. The 

Dorics were as good as their word. The other gentry 

first paraded the streets in small bodies to the meet

ing, and th en raced through one street, after it. The 

apparent remissness of the Constitutionalists at the 

beginning of the affair, on which we have beard sorne 

parties comment, is thus honorably accounted for : 

" 'The Royal Montreal Cavalry were out last night 
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un der the command of Mr. David, as a patrol for the Chap. city and suburbs. \V e learn that they turned out xxxix under ~l~e sanction and at the request of the civil~ authontws. 
"'A pretty strong body of the independent mechanics of Griffintown patrolled the streets for sorne time last night, pretty well prepared for all emergencies. They could find nothing to do, however. 
" '\V e have received a private communication from Toronto, dated the 31st ultimo, from which we learn that, on th at day the grea ter part of the troops in garrison at that place leftfor Kingston in the "Cobourg," on their way to this city. The men, our informant assures us, were, as they ought to be, in the highest spirits, and were accompanied to the place of embarkation by a great crowd of citizens. The troops left are no more than are required to guard the Commissariat funds, which are deposited for convenience in the vaults of the Upper Canada Bank. A deputation from the citizens of Toronto, had presented an Address to His Excellency, volunteering the services of the two regiments of the city militia to serve in place of the troops, as a garrison. The Volunteer Rifle Corps had presented a like Address. His Excellency had declined both, declaring that no force beyond what the civil authorities could at any time command, was at ail needed for the preservation of the public peace. Six thousand stand of arms, accoutrements, &c., had been handed over to the civil authorities, and by them deposited in the City Hall, under the charge of a body of constables. It was thought possible, however, that the constables might be replaccd by a volunteer corps for that purpose :Mackenzie' s armed meetings, of which so rouch is made in the papers that are devoted to his service, are, according to our informant, held in utter contempt in his own neighbourhood.'-Oourier. 

" Since writing the above, we learn, " says the 



436 

Chap. Monf.real Gazeite," that yesterday, about two o'clock 
xxxix in the afternoon, two persons re si ding at St. John's, 
~ one of whom holds the situation of Postmaster at that 

1837· place, called at the bouse of 1.\tir. Macrae, and on 
being informed by 1\Irs. 1\iacrac her hus band was not 
at home, stated that the object of their visit was, to 
telll\-ir. 1\iacrae, that he must resign his commission 
as a Justice of the Peace. 1\Irs. 1\-Iacrae replied, that 
she understood Mr. 1\-Iacrae did not intend to comply 
with their request. The two worthies tben pro
ceeded to the residence ofMr. Lindsay, it is supposed, 
with the same intention, but he was absent at filon
treal. A third visit was then paid to Mr. Pierce, 
who, finding the impossibility of receiving any pro
tection, either civil or military, was obliged to promise 
the surrender of his commission. Mr. 1. Marchand 
was also corn pelled to resign. 

" W e are also ena bled to state, that toll dues can 
with difficulty be levied on the bridge across the 
Richelieu river, though guaranteed by an Act of the 
Provincial Legislature. The tollman was told by the 
terrorists, that he 1nust give up collecting toU, and 
leave his station, which he was obliged to do. Since 
th en 1\h. Jones bas appointed one of his servants to 
receive the toll dues ; but against those who refuse 
to pay them, he bas no remedy but to submit in 

silence. 
" As we belicve that ali these statements are facts 

that can be relied upon, sorne of them being made 
on oath, there can no longer be any excuse, in any 
quarter, for delaying to afford that succour and pro
tection to Her Majesty's subjects to which the law 
entitles them. 

"The accounts which come in from day to day, 
from the country round, and the neighborhood of St. 
John's in particular, are of a kind to show that matters 
are on the very point of reaching that crisis at which 
the long desired, active, and decided intervention of 
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the Government will become at once possible and Chap. 
necessary. W e have not chosen to deal out every xxxix 
report that we have heard upon the subject, because ~ 
we are aware how very liable those reports are to be · 
exaggerated be fore they reach us. No time ought 
certainly to be lost in stationing a body of Lroops at 
St. John's, and indeed, if we are not misinformed, 
none will be lost. It is as necessary to keep a sufficient 
body together at the more important posts, as it is to 
station smaller bodies at those of less importance. 
Could Mr. Papineau succeed in breaking up every 
regiment into detachments, before winter, he might 
be said to have a chance in favor of his promised 
county nsmg. This chance it will never do to give 
him. But as soon as fresh troops come in, (and they 
are expected daily,) we shalllook to see further dis
tributions taking place. Let the troops once be mo
lested, or their active interference once be called for, 
and then, and not till then, the business of agitation 
will be in a fair way for immediate settlement. Let 
neither government nor loyal subject be then found 
wanting, (as we believe they will not,) and the set
dement will be promptly made and finally. The 
' FORW ARD ' of the 'fils de la liberté J will never stand 
the 'STEADY' of those that will be against them." 

The agitation in Quebec, though less ready to 
break out into rebellion than in Montreal, was equally 
zealous and ardent in the cause. The select meet
ings and resolves of the leading men were, it is said, 
regularly reported by trusty spies to the Government, 
which could at any time secure them. Emboldened 
by long endurance on the part of the Government, 
they imagined that it dared not, even within this 
the chief fortress of its power in North America, lay 
bands upon them, and accordingly they bearded it 
by the audacity of their proceedings, in contempt of 
their allegiance and of the laws. Finally, it becarne 
absolutely necessary, for the maintenance of order, 
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Chap. that the Executive should move, and on the llth of 
xxxxx N ovcmber warrants wcre issued for the apprehension 
~7 of several individuals residing in the city, on charges 

183 . f d' . . s d b h o se 1t1ous pract1ces. orne escape , ut t ree or 
four of the more prominent were secured and lodged 
in prison. These, however, after the detention of a 
few days, were enlarged on bail. At :Montreal, a 
proclamation was issued on the 12th of November, 
by the magistrates, in the terms following :-

" PROCLAMATION ! 

'' Whereas information under oath has been re
ceived, that bodies of men are in the habit of assem
bling together for the ostensible purpose of perform
ing military manœuvres, and whereas such meetings 
arc contrary to law and calculated to create tumult 
and disorders, and to lead to other disastrous conse
quences, the magistrates do hereby strictly enjoin 
and command ali persons to abstain from taking part 
in such unlawful assemblages, and do give notice that 
they will employ all lawful means to suppress the 
same; and the magistrates do hereby prohibit all 
public meetings and processions which are of a nature 
to disturb the public peace, and they do caU upon aH 
loyal and well disposed citizens to abstain from acts 
which are likely in the present excited state of pub
lic feeling to endanger the peace of the city." 

A like proclamation by the magistrates also was 
issued at Quebec, on the 2lst of the same month. 
The magistrates were, moreover, respectively pro
vided with printed copies of the proclamation re
q uired by the Riot Act to be re ad for the dispersion 
of tumultuous meetings; indications of a determina
tion by the Executive to commence vigorous action. 
A new commission of the peace for the district of 
:Montreal, issued about the same time, weeding the 
magistracy of those (sixty-one in all) who were sus-
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pected of being active in the patriotic cause, or luke- Chap. 
warm in their allegiance, and therefore not to be xxxrx 
trusted.* .._....,...._.. 

183'7. 
Bodies of armed men began now to manifest them-

selves occasionally in different quarters of the district 
of l\fontreal, particularlyin the vicinities of St. John's 
and Chambly. Sir John Colborne, who had resided 
during part of the summer at William Henry, per
ceiving the crisis to be at hand, moved, on the 9th 
November, to Montreal, to fix there his Head Quarters 
for the win ter. V olunteer corps of infantry, includ
ing rifle men, with artillery and cavalry, were now 
formed at 1\fontreal, under the authority of Govern-

* Jos. F . .Allard, Chambly; Pierre Amiot, Verchères; David 
Armstrong, Berthier; François Ayet dit Malo, St. Damase ; A. E. 
Bardy, St. Athanase ; Joseph Beaubien, St. Benoit; Pierre Beau bien, 
Montreal ; Edouard Beaudry, Varennes ; Paul Bertrand, St. Ma
thias; Louis R. Blanchard, St. Hyacinthe; Seraphin Bouc, Ste 
Anne des Plaines; Flavien Bouthillier, St. Césaire; Leonard Brown, 
Dunham; Paschal Chagnon, Verchères; Basile Charlebois, Vau
dreuil ; Zacharie Cloutier, St. Jacques; Cyrile H. O. Cote, Napier
ville; Pierre H. Da vignon, Ste. Marie de Monnoir; William Dalton• 
Pierre de Boucherville, Boucherville; Pierre P. D. La bruère, St
Hyacinthe; Jacques L. Demartigny, Jun., Varennes; Casimir T. 
Dcmontigny, North River; Leopold Desrosiers, Berthier; Henry 
Des Ri vi ères, Montreal ; Jas. M. Des Ri vi ères, Montreal; John Done
gani, Montreal; Jacques Dorion, St. Ours; Pierre Dubreuil, Pointe 
aux Trembles; Théophile Dufort, Montreal; Joseph Dufresne, St. 
Jacques; Ignace Dumouchel, Rigaud; Leandre Dumouchel, Ste. 
Scholastique ; Eméry Féré, St. Eustache ; Timothé Franchère, Ste. 
Marie de Monnoir; Joseph T. Franchère, St. Mathias; Eusèbe H. 
Fréchette, Chambly; J. Glen, Jun., Chambly; Benjamin Holmes, 
St. Luc; Merritt Hotchkiss, Lacolle; André Jobin, St. Généviève; 
P. P. Lachapelle, jun., Lachine; Antoine Lantier, St. Pol y carpe; 
Louis A. Lefebvre, St. Rémi; Jean B. Lukin, Déléry; Paul Lussier, 
Varennes; Damase Masson, St. Clément; Luc H. Masson, St. Benoit; 
Aimé Massue, V aren nes; A. E. Montmarquet, Chatham ; Donald 
G. Morison, St. Hyacinthe; Hercule Olivier, Berthier; Julien 
Poirier, St. Jacques ; Marcel Poirier, St. Jacques ; Eustache Sou
pras, St. Mathias ; Guillaume J. V allée, Montreal ; Michel F. 
Valois, Pointe Claire; Joseph Vincent, Longueuil; E. Vincellette, 
St. Athanase; Joachim Walker, Coteau du Lac; D. R. Weilbrenner, 
Boucherville. 
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Chap. ment, and rapidly filled up. * The cavalry, RS a corps 
XXXIX of observation, were found very useful in visiting the 
~ disturbed districts in the neighbourhood, as occasion 
183 '· · d Th . f h mil. fc • h reqmre . e entue o t e Itary oree m t e 

Canadas, at this time but very small, was now con
centrated in the District of Montreal, the few troops 
that had been in Upper Canada having been, with 
the consent of the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Francis 
:Bond Head, entirely withdrawn to meet the gather
ing storm in the Lower Province, this gentleman 
having determined to stak.e the fate of his Province 
upon the loyalty of its militia in the event of a rebel
lion, of which there were also there strong indications. 

There was happily in Upper Canada and in the 
Lower Provinces (Nova Scotia and NewBrunswick) 
a spirit of determined loyalty, and in favour of the 
constitutional cause in Lower Canada, very encourag
ing to the British population in it. Addresses were 
sent from Glengary and varions other parts of Upper 
Canada, to the Lieutenant Governor of the Province, 
requesting him to assure Lord Gosford that they 
were ready " to march to Lower Canada, in case His 

* Novembe·r 15, 1837. 
Sm,-I have the honour to receive this day your letter of the 

16th instant, respecting the formation, under the sanction of the 
Governor in Chief, of a Volunteer force for the protection of the 
city of Montreal, and having submitted the same fGr His Excel
lency's consideration, I am directed to acquaint you in reply, for 
the information of th ose citizens who are interested in su ch a men
sure, that His Excellency, alive to the passing events, has already 
anticipated the object they have in view, in the direction he has 
lately given for the organization and equipment of an auxiliary 
municipal force, to an extent commensurate with the exigences vf 
the times, and adequate, as he trusts, to frustrate the designs of the 
disaffected, an~ to p:eserve public .tranquillity. This will present 
to such of the mhab1trnts of the mty of Montreal, as may be de
airons of now coming f01·ward to aid in promoting the cause of good 
order, an op.Portunity of affording their services to the constituted 
authorities m their efforts to secure obedience to the laws, and 
prctection to persons and property. I have, &c. 

S. W ALCO'ET. 

Hon. P. McGill, Esq. 
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Excellency or the Commander of the Forces should Ohap. 
require their services." The brave men of Glengary :xxx1x 
desired him " to announce to His Excellency the 'ï8s'7 
Governor-in-Chief, their determination to stand firm · 
by the throne and altar, and cordially to co-operate 
with him in maintaining unimpaired the connexion 
so happily existing between Great Britain and the 
American Colonies." And these, it may be re
marked, were no idle offerings, for they afterwards, 
in the hour of need, actually did turn out, and march 
into a disturbed part of Lower Canada, where the 
effects of their visit were of late, and perhaps still 
are, but too perceptible. 

The following, taken at random from a multitude 
of similar evidences, will sufficiently manifest the 
spirit of loyalty that prevailed in Upper Canada, and 
the views there entertained of the patriotic move
ments in Lower Canada:-

"At a very numerous and respectable meeting of 
the inhabitants of Kingston, convened by requisition 
addressed to Richard Bullock, Esq., High Sheriff of 
the Midland District, and held at the Court IIouse on 
Thursday, the 2nd November, 1837. The meeting 
was opened by the High Sheriff as Chairman, who 
explained the objects of the meeting, when the fol
lowing resolutions were put and carried unanimously. 

" R esolved, 1. That we are at all times ready to 
unite with the different Provinces of British North 
America in aU proper measures of reform, and on ail 
matters concerning our interests, or those of the 
British Colonies, or on any thing tending to support 
and defend our rights as British subjects, consistent 
with the supremacy of the British Government. 

"2. That this meeting looks with concern and 
regret on the proceedings of the revolutionary faction 
in Lower Canada as tending, not to the legitimate 
removal of any known or imaginary grievances, but 
to the subversion of the British Constitution. 

T2 
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Chap. " 3. That circumstanced as this Province is in re~ 
xxxix lation to Lower Canada, we cannot any longer defer 
~ the declaration of our determination to support, with 
183 · our lives and fortunes, the supremacy of the British 

Constitution, and the just dependence of the Canadas 
upon the British Crown. 

' ' 4. That this meeting will promptly assist the 
loyal and weil disposed inhabitants of Lower Canada 
in maintaining the laws and liberty of the British 
Constitution in that Province, being convinced that 
it only requires moderate firmness, on the part of 
our general Government, to suppress the attempts of 
the rebellious party, who, for many years have re
tarded our agricultural and commercial prosperity, 
and the general improvement of both Provinces. 

"5. That understanding that His Excellency, Sir 
Francis Bond Head, has significd his assent to the 
removal of Her 1\fajesty's Troops of the Line from 
this Province, for the pm·pose of aiding the civil 
power in Lower Canada, this meeting cannot but 
feel gratified at the confidence. which His Excellency 
has thus manifested in the loyalty of the people in 
Upper Canada, and which we are determined to 
prove, should occasion require it, has not bccn mis
placed. 

" 6. That proud as we arc of our origin as Britons, 
and dearly as we value the blcssings of our glorious 
constitution, wc cannot but regard as our enemies all 
thosc who would assail the one, or endcavour to sub
vert the other ; and in order to assist our countrymen 
and friends in Lower Canada, in defending these 
cherished objects from the assaults of their foes, that 
it is expedient, under the sanction of His Excellency 
the Lieutenant Governor, to raise and enrol a Volu~
teer Corps in this town, to be in :cadine.ss to act .m 
the hour of need ; and we take th1s occaswn heartlly 
to congratula tc the loyal population of Lmvcr Canada 
on their good fortune in beholding at the heud of 
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Her Majesty's troops in the Province, an officer of Chap. 
such tried gallantry, vigilance and decision, as Sir xxxu: 
John Colbome ; and we feel assured that to act un der~ 
su ch a commander, would be an additional attraction · 
to V olunteers from Upper Canada. 

'' 7. That copies of the se resolutions be transmitted 
to His Excellency the Earl of Gosford, His Excel
lency Sir Francis Bond Head, Lieutenant General 
Sir John Col borne, and the Presidents of the Consti
tutional Associations of Montreal and Quebec." 

[From the Toronto Patriot.] 

" GovERNMENT HousE, 
" 29th October, 1837. 

"SrR,-I am commanded by the Lieutenant Gov
ernor to inform you, that in consequence of the dis
turbed state of the Lower Province, His Excellency 
bas cheerfully consented to the immediate withdrawal 
of Her Majesty's troops from Toronto, and that His 
Excellency has moreover offered to Sir John Col borne 
the assistance of the military stationed at Kingston. 

" As the 24th Regiment quits the barracks at this 
port to-morrow, about six thousand stand of arms 
and accoutrements complete will require to be pro
tected, and the Lieutenant Governor desires me to 
express to you, that he has very great pleasure in 
offering to commit this high important trust to the 
loyalty and fidelity of the Mayor, Aldermen, and the 
Commonalty of the City of Toronto. 

" I have the hon or to be, &c., 

' ' The W orshipful 
"J. JoSEPH. 

" The Mayor of Toronto." 
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Chap. "To His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Baronet, 

XXXIX K. C. H., Lieutenant Governor of the Province of 

~ Upper Canada, &c., &c., &c. 

" May it please Y our Excellency : 

" W e, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of 

the City of Toronto, in Common Council assembled, 

wait upon your Excellency for the purpose of ac

knowledging the receipt of the communication which 

your Excellency has been pleased to transmit to us, 

informing us ' that in consequence of the disturbed 

state of the Lower Province, your Excellency bas 

cheerfully consented to the withdrawal of Her Ma

jesty's troops from Toronto; that in consequence 

about six thousand stand of arms and accoutrements 

complete wiL. require to be protected, and that your 

Excellency has been pleased to commit this highly 

important trust to the loyalty and fidelity of the 

Mayor, Aider men and Commonalty of the City of 

Toronto.' 
" Whilst we deeply deplore the existence of a state 

of things in the Lower Province which renders it 

expedient to cali for additional military aid to protect 

the rights of the Crown and of the people, and to 

support the laws of the land in that colony, we cannot 

but warmly applaud the patriotic determination of 

your Excellency in "permitting the withdrawal of the 

whole military force of this Province upon the present 

emergency. 
"We respectfully assure your Excellency that we 

are deeply sensible of the very high confidence which 

your Excellency has been pleased to repose in us, in 

committing this very important trust to the loyalty 

and fidelity of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common

alty of the City of Toronto, and we venture to assure 
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your Excellency that this confidence will not prove Ohap. 
to have been misplaced. xxxxx 

(Signed,) "GEO. GURNETT, Mayor. '00 
"Council Chamber, 30th Oct., 1837." 

" ToRONTO, 31st October, 1837. 
"SrR,-Seeing that Her Majesty's Royal Toops 

have allleft the seat of the Government, and having 
had a Volunteer Company of young militiamen of 
this city placed under my command, in the mon th of 
May, 1836, by the Lieut. Governor, for the purpose 
of being drilled, I beg leave in their behalf to offer 
their services to His Excellency the Lieutenant Gov
ernor, to be employed in furnishing the usual guard 
for the Government House, or any other duty which 
His Excellency may be pleased to order. 

" I have the hon or to be, &c., 

"To John Joseph, Esq., 
"Civil Secretary." 

'' JAMES FITZ GIBBON. 

" GovERNMENT HousE, 

"31st October, 1837. 
"SrR,-1 have had the honor to lay before His 

Excellency the Lieutenant Governor your letter of 
this day's date, and in reply I am commanded by His 
Excellency to request that you will convey to the 
Volunteer Company of young militiamen of this city, 
placed und er y our command in the mon th of May, 
1836, by the late Lient. Governor, for the purpose 
of being drilled, His Excellency' s thanks for the ir 
prompt offer to furnish a guard for the Government 
House, or to perform any other duty which His Ex
cellency may be pleased to order. 

'' I am fur th er commanded by His Excellency to 
state, that in case the lives or property of His Ma
jesty' s snbjects in this Province should require de-
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Chap. fcnce, His Excellency will instantly avail himself of 
XXXIx the services which have so zealously been offered to 
~him; but placing implicit reliance on the loyalty of 

· the inhabitants of Upper Canada, the Lieut. Governor 
must decline to accept any other persona! protection 
than that which the laws afford to every inhabitant 
of this noble Province. 

"I have the honor to be, &c., 
"J. JOSEPH. 

"Colonel Fitzgibbon, 
" Commanding the lst Toronto Militia." 

Mr. Debartzch, of whom there has been occasion 
prev.iously to speak more than once, and who bad 
patronized, as already mentioned, if not published, 
the ".Echo du Pays," a violent anti-govemment and 
anti-British paper, printed at the village Debartzch, 
the place of his residence, but who at length, seeing 
the frightful disorders coming on, in consequence of 
the poli ti cal agitation he encouraged, bad set his face 
against the doctrines it ad vocated, and had become 
exceedingly obnoxious, by reason thereof, tohisquon
dam partizans the " patriots." He was now active in 
exhorting the masses in his vicinity to moderation, 
and the employment only of constitutional means for 
the rcdress of su ch matters as they deemed .~ievances, 
and doing his utmost to allay the passions which he 
with others had helped to raise. But aU his efforts 
were unavailing, and only served to bring upon him
self the indignation of the multitude he formerly had 
swayed, and who, from deeming him a patriarch on 
whose counsels they could rely, now tumed upon 
him as an apostate and traitor to the cause, and one 
whom it would be a virtue to seize, if not immolate. 
It was accordingly determined to seize upon his per
son, and detain him as an hostage for the safety of 
any of their own associates in treason who might fall 
into the bands of the government. The attempt was 
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accordingly made, but aware of their purpose, he Chap. 
privately left his manorial residence, effected his xxxxx 
escape, and got safely into Montreal.* 00 

Warrants having at length been issued (16th No
vember) against se veral of the leading and more 
active patriots in the city of :Montreal, on charges of 
high treason, including Mr. Papineau, such of them 
as could be found were immediately arrested and 
lodged in prison. These were Messieurs André 
Ouimet, president of" les fils de la liberté," J. Dubuc, 
an employé at a tavern, it was said, François Tavernier, 
George De Boucherville, an advocate, Doctor Simard, 
and a student at law named Leblanc. Messrs. Papi
neau, O'Callaghan, T. S. Brown, RodolpheDesRivières 
and Ovide Perrault, getting wind of the measures in 
preparation for the ir arrest, evaded the High Con
stable, Mr. Delisle, charged with the writs, and es
caped from town, directing their course towards the 
Richelieu, where the masses, though not yet actually 
up and in arms, were on the qui vive and ready to 
rise at the bidding of their chiefs. 

The same evening that the se arrests took place, 

* The details of this gentleman's flight are given as follows in the 
Quebec Mercury of the 25th November, 1837:-

" Many contradictory reports bave been circulate<l respecting the 
departure of Mr. Debartzch and his family from his residence and 
estate, but thE! following, which we translate from the Popttlaire, 
is, we believe, a correct narrative of what occurre<l on the occasion: 

" ' After the assembly of the six counties, and ·whilst Mr. De
bartzch thought himself in full security with bis family, but after 
the agitators had endeavoured to scandalize the Church ofSt. Charles, 
on the reading of the mandement of the Bishop, and had endeavored 
to establish in the parish a branch of the most noble order of the 
" Sons of Liberty," a report spread, or rather the report was set on 
foot, that Mr. Debartzch intended to retire from the village ; that he 
had chartered a steamboat to transport ali his moveables, and that 
he was about to seek refuge, under the wing of authority, from the 
vengeance to which the harangues of Papineau had excited the peo
ple of the parishes against those whom he proclaime<l as thP. enemies 
of the patiiotic cause, so called by him. Mr. Debartzch was in
formed that preparations were making in the neighbouring parishes 
to collect n party, and that he might expert somcthing more serious 
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Cha p. a party, co-q.sisting of eighteen of the Volunteer 
xxxrx Cavalry, was despatched, un der Lie ut. Ermatinger, 
~ to St. John's, attended by a constable, to arrest two 

3 
· inhabitants of that place, Messrs. Davignon and 

De maray, charged with treasonable practices. Hav
ing quietly effected their purpose, they left St .John's, 
on their return, about three o' clock the following 
morning, taking the road through Chambly to Lon
gueuil. 

The following is a report of the case, as taken 
from a Montreal newspaper: 

"Not far from Chambly, they met with a party of 
about 30 persons, variously armed, who, however, 
went off as they approached. At about a mile from 
Longueuil, they were warned by a woman, that a 
large party of men was in waiting for them a little 
further on; but from sorne cause or other the infor
mation was disregarded, and the party proceeded as 
before. They had gone on but a very short distance, 
when they found themselves almost close to a body 
of about 300, in a field on the right of the road, 
protected by a high fence, and armed with rifles and 

than a charivari. One night, about eight o'clock, the footsteps of a 
numerous crowd wtre beard about his bouse; Mr. Debartzch went 
out in his veranda and saw, before the gate ofhis grounds, a party 
of probably 200 persans, many of whom were armed; it was dark, 
however, and it was difficult 1o identify individuals. 

" ' The family of Mr. Debartzch were in astate of anxiety which 
it is difficult to describe, but he retained his calmness and self-pos
session, and remained unshaken; he continued to walk in the veran
da , and saw a gun presented at him, which was snapped, but fortu
nately only burnt the priming. These people remained for a con
siderable time before the bouse; at length a voice cried out, " ft 
appears that he does not set out on his journey to night; we will 
return again." 

" 'The night was passed by the family in a state di.fficult to de
scribe, and which was only relieved by the courageous conduct of 
the master of the ho use. 

" 'The next ùay a more numerous party, at the head of which 
was the ex-Major Drolet, Dr. Duvert, and many others, posted 
themselves in the village. and sent as their herald one Marchesseault. 
One of the daughters of Mr. Debartzcb, being excited with unusual 
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muskets. The party in advance moved on to pass Chap . 
them, but was received by a heavy fire, which it was xxxix 
impossible for them to return with effect, armed as~ 
they were with pistols only, and from a body which, 
on account of the high fence, they could not charge 
sword in hand. Under these circumstances, they 
feil back on the main body of the party, though not 
until severa! shots had told with effect upon them. 
Lieut. Ermatinger was wounded with duck-shot in 
the face and below the shoulder, Mr. Sharp received 
a bullet through the leg, a little below the knee, and 
Mr. John P. Ashton also received a slight wound 
from a slug. Mr. John Molson,junior, had a narrow 
escape for his life, a bullet passing through his cap and 
grazed his head. Mr. J oshua W oodhouse also was 
wounded severely. Se veral of the horses were more 
or less wounded. In turning to retreat, the wagon 
in which the constables and the two prisoners were, 
was upset and necessarily left behind by the cavalry, 
who then made their way into Longueuil, across the 
fields. On arriving there, they found a detachment 
of two companies from the 32nd Regiment, under 

courage at the appearance of a man who owed all he had to the 
protection and generosity of Mr. Debartzch, cried out, "My dear 
father, I hope you have too much respect for yourself to hold any 
communication with so low a fellow as I see before you." Mar
chesseault dropped his head like a criminal struck to the earth on 
hearing the sentence the judge is pronouncing upon him. Mr. De
bartzch replied, "Never mind, my dear, I shall not forget what I 
ought to do, and am fully sensible of your filial affection under 
such trying circumstances." 

" 'Marchesseault then ventured to lift his eyes half way, and 
faltered out, "that there were painful moments in life; that he never 
should forget what he owed to Mr. Debartzch, but that the good of 
his country was above all consideration, that he was deputed by the 
people to demand from Mr. Debartzch a plain declaration, that he 
had not advised the government to arrest the signers of the address, 
at the meeting of the six counties. That without such declaration 
he was sorry to say he could not be accountable for the conse
quences." Mr. Debartzch could honestly do so, and he had no 
hesitation in declaring, as was required ofhim, in writing, provided 
the leaders of the party signed a passport that should se cure himself 
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Chap. Major Reid, who had been despatched at an early 
xxxix hour from Montreal, to receive and support them in 
~case of necessity, but whose orders had unfortunately 

· directed him not to proceed beyond Longueuil. The 
prison ers had, however, then made their escape, and 
the whole body returned to the city for further orders. 
Sorne two hours afterwards, Constable l\Ialo returned 
to the city, reporting none others killed or wounded, 
and of course without his prisoners." 

This was the first armed resistance to the laws, 
and the success of it, of course, elated the patriots 
beyond measure, inspiring them with an undue con
fidence in their strength and prowess, which they 
shortly after found to be premature. The rescuing 
party was un der the direction of Mr. Bonaventure 
Viger, assisted by Doctor Kim ber, of Chambly. 

The flight of l\1r. Papineau and several of his more 
promincnt colleagues from Montreal, was a signal 
for the gathering of the masses on the Richelieu. A 
considerable body of patriots accordingly assembled 
at the village Debartzch, in the Parish of St. Charles, 
taking possession of the Manor House, which :Mr. 

and family a safe passage to Montreal without insult or molestation. 
Marchesseault carried back this answer; a consultation was held, 
but it is supposed the leaders were cautious in giving such a passport, 
as it might furnish proof of their insurrection, for Marchesseault re
turned with an answer, that they would be contenteù if Mr. De
bartzch would pledge his worù to the same effect. The party 
withùrew shortly afterwards. 

" ' In the course of the day fresh movements were made amongst 
the insurgents; the most contradictory reports were circulated, and 
menaces of burning and pillage were not spared ; severa! pers?ns 
came to Mr. Deba"tzch to penmade him to leave his house, urgmg 
upon him that his family would be exposed to less danger th~n he 
would encounter, and that a moment's delay might render lns re
treat impossible. o,·ercome by these remarks and by the urgent 
sol.icitation of his family, :Mr. Debartzch consented to ·withdraw, 
and set out about night-fall. 

" 'On the day next but one a steamboat, chartered by Mr. De
bartzch, arrived to bring away aU his family, and they eventually 
arrived in safety at Montreal, grateful that under Providence they 
bad escaped the dangers by which they were surrounded.'" 
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Debartzch had lately abandoned, throwing up also a Chap. 
rough breastwork of logs and timbcr round the vil- xxxix 
lage to prevent surprise, and by way of defence ~ 
against troops that might be sent to dislodge them. · 
This was, it seems, to be the head quarters of the 
insurgent or patriotic army, south of the St. Law
rence, of which 1\Ir. Thomas S. Brown now assumed 
the command, by authority, it was supposed, of the 
permanent Central Committee of Montreal, or by 
nomination of Mr. Papineau himself. The commis
sariat, to subsist this assemblage of sorne 600 to 800 
ltabz'tants, was supplied by plunder collected by 
marauding parties un der the orders of the commander 
of the so called patriotic army, who, it was said, 
succeeded in depriving severa! of his mercantile ac
quaintances at l\1ontreal of considerable quantities of 
grain and flour, which they recently had purchased 
from the farmers in that quarter, and stored, to be 
forwarded in course of the autumn to 1\iontreal in 
lighters or small river craft. -x-

The following shews the spirit that actuated the 
loyalists at Montreal :-

" 1\fo~TREAL, (Herald,) Nov. 25. 
"The intelligence from the country has converted 

this city into a barrack. Ail the wards are armed, 
and the volunteer brigades have pretty weil corn-

~ "Yesterday 11r. Perrin of St. Antoine, shipped sorne \vheat in 
boats to the rare of Me.ssrs. Dempster & Rodger, of this city, but a 
portion of it was seized for the patriotic army by Mr. T. S. Bro·wn

1 
who appears now to have charge of the Commissariat. Information 
was received in town yesterday that Papineau slept on Tuesday 
evenin!?; at the home of \Volfred Nelson, and that he is now at St. 
Charle. aJon()' with O'Callagha.n, Brown, Des Riviércs. Gauvin, Car
tier, B:!ùuhien, Duvernay, Louis Perrault, and several other rebels. 

"The reùel", under the command of .M:r. T. S. Brown, have laid an 
em bar~o on all the grain in the district in which they have taken 
up thc1r quarters. A clerk of Messrs. Dempster ancl Rodger's was 
sent a few da ys ago to superintend the sh.ipment of a considerable 
quantity of wheat from St. Antoine, but was informed by à!r. 
Brown that he could not allow it to leave e place where it was 
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Chap. pleted their organization. In the remo te contingency 
xxxrx of any attack on the city, the re will be no want of 
~ arms or of men to wield them; but, as discipline i::; 

3 · absolutely requisite to make the few equal to the 
many, we cannot too strongly impress on the powers 
that be the necessity of regularly drilling all the 
volunteers, and of as rcgularly paying all such as 
may stand in need of any." 

A considerable mustering of the patriotic forces 
now took place at St. Denis, on the river Chambly, 
un der the direction of Doc tor W olfred Nelson, who 
having for many years resided in that parish, where, 
besides practising his profession, he carried on a 
brewery and distillery 'on an extensive scale, was 
popular among his neighbours and the yeomanry of 
the adjacent parishes, and distinguished also as a 
devoted and active partizan of Mr. Papineau, and 
staunch patriot in the prevailing sense of the word. 

Shortly after the rescue of Messrs. Davignon and 
De maray, the following appeared in the public pa
pers, signed by several magistrates of French or 
foreign origin, resident in Montreal:-

'' To the Inhabitants of the District of Montreal : 

" As magistrates and conservators of the peace of 
Her most gracious Majesty in this district, we con
ceive it to be our duty to anticipate the serious events 

stored, as he was seizing ali the grain he could find for the pa trio tic 
army; he also sent his compliments to several of his quondam 
friends in town that hP would be happy to see them at St. Cbar~es, 
where Mr. Debartzch bad left a large supply of fat turlœys, p1gs, 
geese, &c ., and bad besides an excellent stocked wine cellar. 

"Wc understand from the Harald of this morning, tbat Mr. Ch:lf
fers of St. Cesaire, the magistrate who bad become so obnoxious to 
the intimidators of that place, iu consequence of bis refusai to give 
up his commission, bas been obliged to fly for his life, and leave 
his bouse and property to the mercy of his eneroies. Shortly aft~r 
he went away, about a hundred and fifty armed men entered his 
bouse, eight of whom presented their guns to Mr. Chaffers' clerk, 
in order to induce him to tell where his master bad gone to."
.Jfontreal Gazette. 
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which threaten the public tranquillity, and, in a Cha p. 
fatherly feeling, to warn you of the danger yon will xxxxx 
incur if you allow your~elves to be longer deceived, ~ 
as weil as of the punishment that may fàll upon you 1 3 

• 
if you continue a contest as parricidal as it is unlaw-
ful. 

"The officers of justice have been fired upon in 
the performance of their painful duty ; prisoners who 
had been lawfully arrested, that they might be tried 
by the tribunals of their country, have be en liberated. 
these are grave offences, and draw after them the 
most severe punishment upon those who have been 
guilty of their commis ion. 

"It is not you, inhabitants of the country, natu
rally peaceable in your habits, who have voluntarily 
opposed yourelves to justice; but it is those perfi
dious men who have pushed on some isolated indi
viduals to commit the~e act un worth y of those who 
know how to respect the public peace and the laws. 

" W e exhort you not only against ali violent pro
ceedings, but also to return quietly to your own 
hearths and to y our family, in whose bosom you will 
be free from mole tation. It is by committing your
selves to the protection of the law and the British 
Government, that you will succeed in bringing back 
peace and prosperity to your country. Already are 
we informed that severa! parishes which had gone 
astray have retumed from their wandcring and re
pented of their error. 

" If our voices were not well known, if there was 
a reluctance to li ten to rea on, still it would, nev r
theles , be our duty to wam yon that neither the 
military force, nor the civil authoritie , can be as
sailed with irnpunity, and that the vengeance of th 
law will be as prompt a it will he tcrrihl . 'ri (, 
aggre sor will bccorne the victims of the ir tem •rit y, 
and they will owe the misfortunes which will ial1 
upon their heads only to their own ob tina ·y. 'l.h<J • 
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Chap. who urge you to these excesses are not your true 
xxxrx friends. They have already abandoned you, and 
~will again abandon you in the moment of danger, 

3 · whilst we who would recall you to the paths ofpeace 
believe ourselves to be the most devoted servants of 
our country."* 

On this occasion a '' General Or der'' was issued, 
on the 2lst N ovember, as follows :-

"HEAD QUARTERS, 

"G. O. J\ioNTREAL, Noverttber 21, 1837. 

'' The Lieutenant General Commanding desires 
that officers commanding military stations will circu
late as widely as possible the accompanying copies of 
an Address from the magistrates of Montreal to the 
inhabitants of the :Montreal district; and that they will 
take every opportunity ofimpressing upon the minds 
of the peasantry, that troops have been collected 
solely for the protection of the lives and property of 
the loyal inhabitants ; and that all those who remain 
quietly and peaceably in their bouses, will be pro
tected and secured in the full enjoyment of their 
homes, and that every man found in arros, without 
authority, or offering resistance to the due execution 
of the laws, will be treated with the utmost rigour. 

" JOHN EDEN' 

"Lie ut. Colonel, Dy. Adjt. Genl." 

But a much more noble document than the above 
was presented, on the 24th November, to the Gover
nor at Qucbec, by a number of truly patriotic gen
tlemen, whose uames deserve to be recorded in letters 
of gold, for the admiration and respect of posterity : 

* D. B. Viger, Pierre DeRocheblave, Louis Guy, Edouard M. 
Leprohon, Etienne Guy, P. R. Leclerc, William B. Donegani, Chas. 
J. Rodier, Alexis Leframboise, Jules Quesnel, Felix Souligny, P. 
J. Lacroix, N. E. Barrou. 
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" QUEB.Ec, 24th November, 1837. Chap. 
"SIR,-In the present state of the Province, we xxXIx the und·~rsigned, beg to tender our service as Volun-~ teers in aid of Her Majesty's Government, to be en

rolled as a corps of Light Infantry, or in any way His Excellency the Governor in Chief may direct. 
" W e want neither pa y or allowances, and will serve under any officers His Exccllency may appoint. 

"We have the honor to be, &c., 
"John Fraser, A. Simpson, James Sealy, James Hamilton, Robert Maxwell, Philip Rolland, W. Tre

main, Chas. Poston, Chas. Poston, jun., R. M. Longrouir, William Penny, David Young, William Priee, James Bell Forsyth, D. Burnet, W. I-I. A. Davis, Robert Shaw, Thomas l\Iorkill, William Ramsay, W. Stevenson, M. Stevenson, Thos. C. Lee, H. Burstall, J. Charlton Fisher, Jno. Thompson, Edward Ross, R. P. Ross, Jas. H. Tubby, l-I. W. Gibsone, G. F. Gibsone, W. D. Dupont, Wm. A. Cuppage, "\Villiam Creelman, Paul Lepper, E. Lane, R. Chalmers, A. Lenfesty, Richard Wainwright, E. E. 1-Iolt, G. W. Thomas, W. C. Henderson, A. G. Stewart, G. Forrest, James Dean, Geo. Mountain, James Burns, Adam Burns, James B. Edie, A. Laurie, Rice :Meredith, Thomas Jackson, John Sinclair, D. J. Graddon, H. Le Mesurier, J. Tos. Rollo, W. H. D. Jeffery, Henry Sharples, J. S. Campbell, James Gibb, J. W. Leaycraft, And. McGill, A. Bell, Jno. Bonner, And. H. Young, A. Jno. Maxham, G. H. Parke, Dun. Mc
Pherson, Jas. G. Ross, Geo. S. Pierce, W. Lampson. 

"To S. Walcott, Esq., &c., &c., &c." 
"CASTLE OF ST. LEWIS, 

"QuEBEC, 27th Novernber, 1837. 
" GENTLEMEN,-Having submitted to His Excellency the Governor in Chief the letter dated the 24th 

instant, and signed by you and a number of other highly respectable inhabitants of this city, tendering 
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Chap. your gratuitous services as Volunteers, to be enrolled 
xxxrx as a corps of Light Infantry in aid of Her Majesty's 
~ Government, I have been directed by His Excellency 

· to assure you that he accepts with great pleasure 
and satisfaction the offer you have so handsomely 
made on this occasion, and most willingly sanctions 
the formation of four companies of 60 to 80 men 
each, two of such companies to be rifle companies, 
ahd the whole to be called the 'Quebec Light In-
fantry Corps.' 

'' I am further to acquaint y ou that His Excellency 
has been pleased to appoint the following gentlemen 
to officer such corps, viz :-

" J. S. Campbell, Esq., to be Captain, 
"Thomas Froste, Esq., to be Lieut., 
"Paul Lepper, Esq., to be Ensign-in the First 

Company. 
"A. Simpson, Esq., to be Captain, 
"H. Sharples, Esq., to be Lieut., 
"E. H. Davidson, Esq., to be Ensign-in the 

Second Company. 
"John Young, Esq., to be Captain, 
"H. J. Noad, Esq., to be Lieut., 
''W. Paterson, Esq., to be Ensign-in the Third 

Company, and 
" G. B. Cullen, Esq., to be Cap tain, 
"Wm. K. Baird, Esq., to be Lieut., and 
" Mr. J. Martyn, to be Ensign-in the Fourth 

Company. 
" The two last companies to be rifle companies. 

'' I have the honor to be, &c., 

"S. W ALCOTT, Civil Secretary. 

" To W. Priee, &c." 

The loyal of the citizens of Quebec accordin~ly 
formed themselves into military corps, the parliament 
building being assigned them as a drill bouse, and 
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they gratuitously did the garrison duties during the on p. whole win ter. The patriots of this city, though xxn:x galled at the gallant conduct of their fellow-subjects 7 of British origin, were quiet, and affected even to 188 
hold loyal meetings, but not until after the affair at St. Charles we are presently to notice. At these meetings, however, notwithstandingt he endeavours at self-constraint, the true feeling occasionally burst forth and but too evidently appeared. 

W e are now to notice the military proceedings which took place in consequence of the assembling of the patriots and the open rebellion that had actually broken out in the district of Montreal. The day after the rescue of Da vignon and De maray, four companies of the lst or Royal Regiment, under the command of Lieut. Colonel W etherall, accompanied by a small detachment of Artillery, with two field pieces, under Captain Glasgow, and sorne 16 to 20 of Captain David's Montreal Volnnteer Cavalry, crossed from Montreal to Longueuil, attended by the Deputy Sheriff, Mr. Duchesnay, and Messieurs S. Bellingham and P. E. Leclerc, magistrates. They immediately went on to Fort Chambly, where they took quarters for the moment, awaiting further orders. They were not entirely unopposed on the march, as, from the following sketch of it, probably by one of the party, may be collected :-
" The spot where the attack was made on Friday upon the cavalry, is, as we now learn from parties who have since gone over the ground, from two to three miles out of Longueuil. On arriving at the place, the detachment found the wagon in which the prisoners had been conveyed, lying by the roadside, a dead horse in the road, and tracks of blood in the field where the assailants had been posted; from which it would appear that sorne execution was done by the fire of the cavalry previous to their re-_ 

u 
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Chap. treat. The bouses and barns by the road-side, from 
xxxzx which the cavalry had been fired upon in their re
·~ treat, were all found with the doors and window-

s · shutters nailed up. A careful search was of course 
made, but though the fires were still burning in sorne 
of them, there were neither weapons nor inmates to 
be found in any. The party then proceeded along 
the road, finding the houses, with one or two excep
tions only, deserted, and uniformly without arms in 
them. Scouts were frequently seen mounted, and 
riding down the severa! concession roads towards the 
main road; but on sight of the troops, they uniformly 
started off again. An individual who was met upon 
the main road, stated that as he came along he had 
seen numbers of men, women and children, leaving 
the houses along the road, and going off right and 
left, the men mostly armed. About six miles from 
Chambly a man was overtaken on the road, armed. 
When arrested, he admitted that he· had turned out 
to join a party that was designed to intercept the 
troops. About a mile further, the cavalry, who were 
in ad vance of the main body, gave chase to a party 
of about 30 armed horsemen, whom they. saw at 
sorne distance before them, and who made off imme
diate! y at full speed, turning to the left up a conces
sion road towards the Bellœil mountain. After a 
mile and a half of hard riding, most of them took to 
the woods, while the remainder made their escape 
along the road. A company of the infantry coming 
up, were then ordered into the bush, the cavalry 
being drawn up along the edge to eut off such as 
might be driven out. Sorne twenty or thirty shots 
were exchanged, with what effect on the rebels is 
not known, and two prison ers named Mongeau, father 
and son, and four horses, were taken. None of the 
soldiers were hurt. The eider Mongeau, when taken, 
was armed with a horse pistol, the younger with a 
fusil. Both had a good supply of ball-cartridge, a 
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part of which they declared to have been served out Ohap. 
to them by Dr. Kimber, of Chambly, one of the miX 

missing heroes of the revolution, whose present locale~ 
is by many shrewùly conjectured to be south of the · 
line 45°. On arriving at Booth's tavern, not far from 
Chambly, a party of about lOO men were found 
posted just beyond the bridge ; but they made off so 
fast, as the troops came up, that only four of them 
were taken. The party reached Chambly with their 
seven prisoners a little after sun-ùown. From the 
general statements made by the prisoners, it is evi-
dent that a large body of men haù bcen called out to 
oppose the troops, and that courage, rather than 
numbers, was wanting to induce them to attempt it. 
The two Mongeaus, we understand, are identified as 
having been of the party that fired on the cavalry on 
Frida y. The two magistrates and the deputy sheriff 
returned on Saturday to the city. The troops, with 
their prisoners, who are placed in separate confine
ment, remain at Chambly." 

It being now ascertained that the patriots were 
collected in considerable numbers, as weil at St. 
Denis, where Doctor Wolfred Nelson was the leading 
man, as at St. Charles, (village Debartzch,) under 
Mr. Thomas Storrow Brown, it was deemed neces
sary to take measures to disperse these assemblages, 
and to apprehend their chiefs. Accordingly three 
companies, besicles those that bad proceeded to Fort 
Chambly, of the 24th and 32nd Regiments, one field
piece, and a small detachment of the lYiontreal Cav
alry, under the co mm and of Colonel Gore, were em
barked on the 22nd November, on board the steam
boat St. George, (C. L. Armstrong, master,) for 
Sorel, as the most expeditions route to St. Charles; 
Lie ut. Col. W etherall, stationed at Chambly, bad be en 
furnished with instructions to march, with the Royals, 
upon the same point, so asto meet and form ajunction 
with the force under Colonel Gore. The troops un-
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Olap. der Colonel Gore were landed at Sorel on the same 
:n:ux night, and about ten o' dock, notwithstanding the 
00 darkness of the night, and the extreme inclemency 

of the weather; the wind being squally and tern
pestuous, with frequent showers of sleet and rain, 
they, with the addition of the light company of 
the 66th, un der Cap tain Crompton, stationed at 
Sorel, were marched towards the supposed seat of 
the enemy. The roads, as they always are at this 
period of the year, were in a horrid condition, and 
the mud and water, during almost the whole rn arch, 
werc knee deep. After an unexampled and truly 
harassing march of about twelve hours, the troops 
arrived in the neighbourhood of the village of St. 
Denis at about ten o' clock on Thursday morning. A 
picket of the cavalry being at this time in advance, 
and making two prisoners of the patriotic party, 
brought them in to Colonel Gore, who learned from 
them that the insurgents were posted in great force 
in the village of St. Denis. 

" The necessary orders were then given for the 
troops to advance, an order which was promptly 
obeyed, notwithstanding the harassing and fatiguing 
march of the night. Towards the north-eastern en· 
trancc of thevill~ge of St. Denis, there is a large stone 
bouse of three for our stories, which was discovered 
to be full ofarmed men, who opened a sharp and gal
ling fire upon the troops. The skirmishing party here 
consistcd of the light company of the 32nd, under 
Captain ~1arkham. Within a quarter of an hour 
after the firing commenced, Captain 1Iarkham was 
se verel y wounded in the leg; and, almost at the same 
moment, received two dangerous wounds in the 
neck, which brought him to the ground. In con
veying him to the rear, he received another wound, 
a proof of the dexterity and precision of the fire kept 
up by the patriots. It was found by Colonel Gore that 
the infantry, deprived of the assistance of Colonel 
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Wetherall's force, was inadequate to cope with the o 
terrible fire of musketry that was kept up and di- 1'Dlx 

rected against them from the stone house. The field- 00 
pie ce, accordingly, was brought to be ar upon this · 
fort of the insurgent army, and injured it consider
ably, sending many of the inmates to their final ac
count. Notwithstanding, as the ammunition was 
nearly exhausted, it was deemed prudent to retire, 
in order to maintain the communication with Sorel, 
as many of the inhabitants were seen gathering from 
ali directions to the scene of action. At about half-
past two in the afternoon, the order to fall back was 
given, and with the loss of six men killed and ten 
wounded, a retreat was commenced. The roads 
were so bad that it was impossible to get further than 
three miles that night; and Colonel Gore was under 
the necessity of bivouacking till daylight of Friday 
morning (24th), when he again commenced his 
march uponSorel, whichhereached thatafternoon." 

The Deputy Sheriff, Mr. Juchereau Duchesnay, 
charged with warrants to apprehend Doctor W olfred 
Nelson and others, of St. Denis and the neighbour
hood, for treasonable practices, accompanied the ex
pedition. The precise loss of the patriots on the 
occasion has never been distinctly statcd, though 
several must have fallen. * Among the se, Ovide 

• I have but very recently obtained from a gentleman, who was 
with the patriots at St. Denis and engaged on their side in this 
action, the following statement, which I am satisfied is correct as 
to the nurober of patriots slain, and which is not so considerable as 
when the above was written it was understood to have been. Àc
cording to the following, the first shot it seems came from the troops. 

Names of persona killed at St. Denis the 23rd November, 1837: 
Residence. Age. Married. Single. 

J oseph Dudevoir, St. Denis, 39 1 0 
Eûsebe Faneuf, 19 0 1 

1 Antoine Lusignan, 54 1 0 
Pierre Minette, 30 l 0 
Charles St. Germain, 25 1 0 

2 Benjamin Durocher, St. Antoine, 40 1 0 
Levy Bourgeois, " 40 1 0 
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Clàap. Perrault, M. P. P., a barrister and young man of 
xxxu: considerable promise, was very generally regretted. 
1817. Several of the soldiers also feil, it is said, during the 

retreat. Three or four, who were wounded during 
the action, were, with a field piece, which, owing to 
the very bad state of the roads, and the great fatigue 
of the troops, it was found impossible to bring away, 
left behind, and feil into the hands of the victorious 
patriots, who treated the wounded with great care 
and kindness. Doc tor Nelson, notwithstanding his 
errors as a British subject, great and grave as they 
were, in forgetting the respect he owed to the laws 
of his country, and his dut y and allegiance to his 
Sovereign, to his honor be it told, did not, after the 
action was over, forget the ùuties of humanity, but 
bestowed the greatest of attention on the wounded 
soldiers who were left behind, and with a kindness as 
they stated, that could not be exceeded by their 
own regimental surgeons. 

This second and signal success of the patriotic 
cause, elated the patriots in aU quarters of the Pro
vince, who, as the navigation was on the point of 
closing, and the arrivai of reinforcements by sea 

Residence. Age. Married. Single. 
3 Damién Romain, 20 0 l 

Honoré Boutillet, 20 0 l 
Jean Bte. Pattenaude, St. Denis, 55 l 0 
Ovide Perrault, Montreal, 25 0 1 
François Dufeault, St. Denis, 25 0 1 
François X. Lamoureux, St. Ours, 17 0 1 
1 This man was not engaged, nor in the battle. He was standing 

as a spectator at the corner of a street, at sorne distance from the 
troops. 

2 Killed before the battle, severa! acres below where it took 
place, as he wai crossing a field. 

3 His body was found and recognized between St. Denis and St. 
Ours, at the breaking up of the ice the spring following. He was 
killed by the troops on arriving, shortly previous to the engage
ment. It is said that tbese two persons were killed before a sbot 
was fireù from the house in which the patriots took post, or else
where. 

Quebec, lst November, 1852. 

---- -- J 
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deemed impracticable, and the advcntofsuchoverland Chap. 
out of the question, now counted upon certain success. mrx: 
But the tables were about to turn against them.; 
Lieut. Colonel W ethe rail had le ft Chambly for St. · 
Charles, the head quarters of the patriots, at the same 
hour, on the 22nd of November, at which Col. Gore 
left William Henry for St. Denis, being reinforced 
by a company of the 66th Regiment, which joined 
him at Fort Chambly. The patriots were evidently 
on the outlook for them, it being observed by the 
troops that, on crossing the basin at the Fort to the 
east side of the river, blue lights fired by the patriots 
gave notice to their friends at St. Charles, sorne dis
tance lower down, of Colonel Wetherall's movement. 

" The troops proceeded, encountering the worst of 
weather and roads, through the night, and through 
the forenoon of Thursday, till on arriving at Rouville, 
sorne six or sc ven miles from St. Charles, they found 
a bridge of considerable size removed, and were 
forced to bivouac there for the night. The next day 
appears to have been spent in getting up a new 
bridge, refreshing the troops, and obtaining informa
tion. Major W ~rd, with the Grenadier Company of 
the Royals, from St. John' s, also joîned the main 
body during that day. :Major "\Yard had reached 
Chambly too late to join in the march, and had there
upon taken the precaution to procure scows and 
batteaux for conveyance of his company down the 
river to Rouville, by which means they arrived at 
that place fresh and weil prepared for service. 

"During the whole of this time, the communica
tion by despatch~s with Chambly and l\iontreal, was 
extremely irregular, most of those sent out towards 
Rouville being driven back, and little or no news 
being brought in from that quarter. Ali sorts of 
reports, of course, prevailed by turns. 

" The march was accomplished without opposition 
or hindrance, e.x:cept from the breaking down of the 
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Chap. bridges, &c., until he arrived within a mile of St. 
nnx Charles, when the troops were fired upon from the 
7left or opposite bank of the Richelieu, and a man of 
183 

· the Royal Regiment wounded. Severa! rifle shots 
were also fired from a barn immediate! y in their front, 
whereupon the barn was immediately burnt. On 
arriving at two hundred and fifty yards from the re bel 
works, Col. W etherall took up a position, hoping that a 
display of his force would induce sorne defection 
amongst the infatuated people; they, however, opened 
a he avy fire, which was returned. The gallant Colonel 
then advanced to another position, one hundred yards 
from the works, but finding the defenders obstinate, 
he stormed and carried them, burning every build
ing within the stockade, excepting that of Mr. De
bartzch, which, however, was much injured. 

" The affair occupied about one hour. The slaughter 
on the side of the patriots was very great. An indi
vidual states, that he saw upwards of 152 buried, and 
there remained many more ; besides which a great 
many were killed in the buildings, and their bodies 
bumt. Their wounded were three hundred and 
odd."* 

It is a fact, not mentioned in any of the reports of 
the time, that in the morning of the day in which 
this action took place, Colonel Wetherall sent word 
(by an old and apparently very respectable habitant, 
who, travelling in the direction of St. Charles, had 
fallen into the bands of the .military in advancing), 
that if they would disperse to their respective homes 
before he reached that place, he pledged his word 
that no perquisition as to those who bad rendezvoused 
there in arms should take place, and that ali should 
be passed over and consigned to oblivion. No regard, 

• If Mr. Brown's statement (see at the end of the Chapter) is 
correct, this must be greatly e.mggerated. 
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however, being paid to his communication, vigoTous Ohap. 
action consequent! y be came necessary. * x.xxxx 

Two 24-ponnders had been mounted within the~ 
entrenchment upon which the attack was made. · 
They were spiked by the captors, and cast into the 
Richelieu. Upward§ of ahundred stand of arms also 
were taken and destroyed. The fort was well pro
visioned. The force assembled at the outset was 
said to have amounted to 1500, and many of them 
fought with a spirit worth y of better leaders, and of a 
bctter cause. 

Mr. Brown, "the General comrnanding," is repre
sented as having disappeared previous to the assault 
upon his fortifications. According to the prisoners, 
he rode off at the very first of the fire, telling the 
unfortunatc men he had posted in the entrenchments, 
that he was going to bring up a reinforcement he 
had in reserve at a short distance, but was not after
wards seen nor heard of by them. t He effected his 
retreat into the state of Vermont, after much diffi
culty and suffering, sleeping out in the woods for 
several nights without shelter or fire, and under cold 
and heavy rains, and of which he aftcrwards gaYe a 

* The following is a return of the killed and wounded of Her 
Majesty's troops :-

KIL LED. 

Sergt. 
The Royal Regiment. . . . . . • • . . . 1 
66th Regiment ............. , . . 0 

1 

R. & F. 
1 
1 

2 

WOUNDED SEVERELY. SLIGHTLY, 

Sergt. R. & F. R. & F. 
The Royal Regiment. . . . . . . . . . . 0 8 7 
66th Regiment................ 0 2 1 

0 10 8 
t See his own narrative of the matter, at the end of this chapter, 

fur ni hed me through Doc tor Nelson sin ce the above was written, 
and which I believe to be fu.ithful. 

u2 
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Chap. well-written and very interesting, as weil as humor· 
XXXIx ous report in the American newspapers. 
Ts;7 The re-cntry of Lieut. Colonel W etherall and his 

· party into lVIontreal took place on the 29th Novem
ber, in triumphal procession. The Volunteer Cavalry 
landed first, two of them bearing the liberty pole 
( column, as it was absurdly called,) erected at St. 
Charles at the late meeting of the six Counties, with üs 
wooden tablet, w hereon were incised the words, '' A 
pAPINEAU PAR SES CONCITOYENS RE CONN AISS.ANTS." 

The Artillery followed with, in addition to their own 
armament oftwo small guns taken at Point Olivier, on 
the Richelieu. After them rode the Commanding 
Officer, followed by the band of the Royals, th en the 
infantry, the first company of whom escorted the 
prisoners, only thirty-two ofwhom bad been retained, 
the rest of those taken at St. Charles having been 
restored to liberty. This most successful expedition, 
after the late signal failure at St. Denis, bad of course 
an cncouraging effect upon the loyal in all quartcrs, 
and that of deprc.ssing, in a corrcsponding degree, 
the opposite class. 

But where was ~fr. Papineau during the se two 
lamentable acts in the political drama? He bad, as 
previously mentioned, left Montreal and proceeded 
toSt. Denis, where he became an inmate withDoctor 
W. Nelson, who received, with more than \vonted 
hospitality, "the great man," as his superior, and 
one ·whom he and others, at the great agitation meet
ing at St. Ours on the 7th lVIay preceding, solenmly 
declared before the whole world, " bad been stamped 
by God to be a poli ti cal chief~* the regenerator of 
a nation ; " * ""~ * * " endowed for this purposc 
with a force of mind and eloquence not to be sur-

* See the matter on this subject by Doctor N elsm, as wcll as 
the correspondeuce in French, relatiug to the difficulties between 
him and Mr. Papineau, from La ltfinerve and L'Avenir newspapers, 
at the end of the Cha:ptcr

1 
and the note hcaded "MR. PAPINEAU." 
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passed; a hatred of oppression; a love of his conn- Ohap. 
try that neither promises nor threats can shake." xxxzx 
Here he remained the Doctor's guest until the~ 
appearance of the troops on the morning of their 3 • 
visit to St. Denis, when it was deemed necessary, by 
the advice and particular desire, as Mr. Papineau and 
his friends assert, of Doc tor Nelson, that he should, 
for varions reasons, be a non-combatant, and with-
draw from the scene of the approaching conflict, not 
only that '' so precions a life" might not be endan-
gered by the casualties of warfare, but that if cir
cumstances, subsequently to an appeal to arms, should 
render negociation with the government necessary 
and admissible, the task might devolve with the 
greater propriety upon him, as not having borne arms. 
This, however, has of late, though not until of Iate, 
(1848,) been positively denied by Dr. Nelson, who 
has at the same time, with singular asperity, accused 
Mr. Papineau of cowardly desertion on the occasion. 
Which of the parties, in the vehemence wherewith 
both assertion and deniai are made in the public 
prints, particularly those of 1848, is most entitled 
to credit, it is difficult to determine. 

Mr. Papineau accordingly retired to the parish of 
St. Hyacinthe, on the river Yamaska, where he re
mained un til the affair between the troops under Lient. 
Colonel W etherall, and the patriots at St. Charles 
under Mr. Brown, took place. Immediately after this 
occurrence, he proceeded, under the guidance of 
some two or three faithful friends, to the eastern bank 
of the Richelieu, thence wending his way upwards 
to the nearest United States territory, travelling 
chie:fl y by night, through swamps half frozen, often 
up to the middle in water, narrowly escaping, on 
severa! occasions, parties on the outlook for him, and 
finally reaching Alberg, on Lake Champlain, whence 
he crossed over the Bay of 1\fissisquoi to Swanton, 
jn the statc of V ermont, on the icc, through which 
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Ohap. he broke in, and was, with difficulty, saved by bis at

:s:xXJx tendants from drowning. He was, it need scarcely be 

~ observed, received with the hospitality characteristic 

· of the people of the United States, among whom he 

sought refuge, and was now finally become an exile, 

after years of labour and agitation for, as he no doubt 

deemed it, his country's good, and with the approba

tion ofnine-tenths, if not the universality, of his com

patriotsofFrench origin. Mr .O'Callaghan steadily ac

companiedhim, and was, in truth, his "fidus Achates." 

In the unseemly altercations that have recently 

taken place in the public prints, as above alluded to, 

between Dr. W olfred Nelson on the one si de, and Mr. 

Papineau, or rather his friends, on the otber, relating 

to the events of th ose times, the Doctor has not only 

accused his quondam chief and leader of cowardice, 

and of deserting him on the morning of the affair at 

St. Denis, but states also, as a fact, that Mr. Papi

neau, while at St. Denis, and bis guest, drew up and 

signed a Declaration of the independence of Lrnver 

Oanada, and in which be (Doctor Nelson) bad con

curred, and, together with six others, bad signed, 

but tbat on learning the advance of the troops, Mr. 

Papineau destroyed it, with other pa pers.* Without 

* The following are extracts from a letter addressed by Doctor 

Nelson to Mr. Papineau through the Minerve of 24th July, 

1848. 
" V lm8 ne rougissez pas de dire que je IUÙr un de ceux qui ont z~ 

plu8 cont'fibué à amener les troubles de "37," mais ce ne fut pas à 

St. Denis où ils éclatèrent premièrement ; et vous ne pourriez 

avec raison me rendre responsable des horreurs et de la dévasta

tion, qut furent accomplies à St. Eustahec, St. Benoit, et autres 

endroits où votre influence était toute p1tissante; non plus ai-je eu 

affaire avec la première lutte qui s'euga.gea dans le chemin de 

Lobgueuil, où un peloton de braves Canadiens, ayant en tête mon 

ami M. Bonaventure Vlger, qui s'est si honorablement distingué en 

cette 1occasion, comme dans toutes celles où il se tro~wait, arrachè

rent à leurs vils cond-ucteurs deux respectables citoyens M. IJe 

maray et le IJr. IJavignon. J'éprouve un plaisir infini en rendant 

hommage à ces braves patriotes dont l'abnégation et la générosité 

contrastent si honorablnnmt pour eux et le pays avec votre égoïsm1 

lan" bornes. 
· 

mo~ 
pour 
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questioni.og Doctor Nelson's veracity, it is not im- 0hap. 
probable that, in the excitement and bustle of the xxxxx 
moment, he may have misapprehended the true 7 
purport of the document alluded to, which he con- 183 

• 
sidered a " Declaration of Independence." ~ir. 
Papineau would scarcely, it may reasonably be sup
posed, have hazarded such a step at this juncture, 
and on his own responsibility, as it were, though 
approved by six of his associates, whatever he may 
have intended to propose at a convention of repre
sentatives at St. Hyacinthe on the Yamaska, or at 
St. Pie, which it was, no doubt, his purpose to con-
voke, had not the affair at St. Charles put an end to 
his hopes. 

Mr. David Bourdages, one of those who signed 
this paper, states, in an affidavit to which his name 

"J'ai invariablement assumé toute la responsabilité de mes ac· 
tes: je ne fis jamais à votre manière à vous, qui, lâchement et avec 
malignité, voulez faire porter à d'autres le fardeau de vos propres 
forfaits. Si ce n'est pas vous-même en personne qui avez attiré 
toua les malheurs de cette épeque infortunée, c'est notre acquies
cement à vos désirs et notre exécu-tion de vos vœux. Vous cherchez 
partout, afin de trouver d'autres à qui faire porter la responsabi
lité de vos démarches. Les morts mêmes ne sont pas exempts de 
votre contribution universelle. 

" Véridique que vous êtes, vous décriez l'usage des armes; 
vous ne voulez point de violence; mais vous avez donc oublié les 
ordres que vous donniez à mon estimable ami, M. Geo. E. Cartier. 
Si la mémoire vous trompe, adressez-vous à ce monsieur, et il vous 
la rappellera, et alors, peut-être seriez-vous disposé d'user de 
fausses assertions et nier tous vos actes. 

" V01.~s affirmez que vous ne désiriez pas d'autre fait de violence 
envers l'Angleterre, "que de s'abstenir d'acheter ses effets et mar· 
chandises !" Ne songiez-vous pas à quelques autres moyens, pour 
coërcer et renverser même ce pouvoir? pas d'autres mesures plus 
larges que celles-là, à mettre en œuvre ? Vous répondrez non. 
Mais, mémoire perverse, auriez-vous donc oublié l'acte d'indépen
dance que vous avez rédigé chez moi, et au bas duquel vous, le pre
mier, avez apposé votre signature, qui fut suivie de six autres, au 
nombre desquelles se trouvait la mienne; mais non pas comme vous, 
pour la renier ensuite. Gardez-vous d'écarts dans votre réponse 
à cet allégué; peut-être vous souviendrez-vous qu'il y avait chez 
moi, ce soir-là, M. le JJr. Kimber, de Chambly, homme trop intègre 
pour eacher ses actes. Lui aussi a signé ce document, que voua 
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Cha p. is subjoined, as published in the Minerve of the 21st 
xxxrx August, 1848,-" M. Papineau était à St. Denis 
Ts;7 depuis plusieurs jours, avant la bataille, organisant 

· avec le Docteur Nelson et les autres, les moyens de 
resistance. l\1. Papineau était considéré comme 
le chef du mouvement. Quelques jours avant la ba
taille, j'ai signé à St. Charles, à la demande de 
M. Papineau, un document pour convocation de 
délégués et déclaration d'indépéndance. Quand 
j'ai signé, il n'y avait avant la mienne que les 
signatures de M. Papineau et du Docteur Nelson." 
It consequently seems that the document was not in 
itself a declaration of independence, but only for a 
convocation of members of the Assembly or dele
gates, as a step preliminary to ultcrior measures, in
cluding possibly a declaration of that nature con
templated by Mr. Papineau. 

avez livré aux flammes à l'approche des troupes, ainsi que nombre 
d'autres papiers, afin qu'il fût impossible de découvrir aucun de 
vos faits, qui auraient pu vous compromettre. 

"N'~st-il pas ridicule de vous entendre dire que vous vous êtes 
mis sous mes ordrea à St. Denis, où vous avez cherché protection 
et vous êtes constitué subalterne, sous un homme, que vous 
reconnaissez maintenant pour "avoir ététoujou'fs un furieux, etc." 
Expliquez-nous donc cette incohérence ? Mais si notre but eût été 
atteint, m'auriez-vous, avec votre abnégation ordinaire, laissé 
saisir les rènes et assumer le titre et jouir des privilèges de pré
sident l V oyons, une fois, cédez-nous un peu de franchise ; vous 
disiez en vous-même: "je me suis servi de toi et de tant d'autres, 
comme marchepied: vous avez à votre risg,ue et à vos dépens 
remporté la victoire; et moi, j'aurais cueilli tous les fruits et les 
lauriers de cette secousse : en un mot, j'aurais été le lVashing
ton du Canada;" et moi, je dirais, "vous n'auriez pas possédé un 
seul de ses att?·ibuts." Puisque je suis sur ce sujet, je vous 'dirai, 
que vu votre conduite depuis 37, et étant maintenant convaincu 
de ce que vous avez toujours été,je suis entièrement désillusionné, 
ainsi que tant d'autres, sur votre compte. C'est peut-être une 
javeu1· dont nous devons remercier .Dieu que vos projets aient avor
té, persuadé comme je le s~tis à p1·ésent que vous-: auriez gouverné 
avec 11-ne verge de fer, lorsqu'une fois on vous aurait revêtu des 
pouvohs dont vous auriez fait usao-e en dictateur. Il y a tant de 
raison à présumer que tel aurait ét6 le résultat de l'avènement au 
pouvoir d'un homme de votre trempe, que je ne ~ongerai guè?:e 
encore l'établissement d't{.'lte république où nous aunon.~ à encounr 

~-~- - --------------------
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"\Ve are now to notice one of the tragical events, Cha.p. 
happily but few, which have left a stain upon this xxxix 
most ill-advised rebellion, the atrocious assassination I;7 
of Lieutenant W eir, of Her lYiajesty's 32nd Regiment · 
of Foot, who, having in the night of the 22nd of 
November fallen into the hands of the insurgents at 
St. Denis, was murdered in cool blood, while a help-
less and pinioned prisoner, on the ensuing morning, 
about the same hour that the attack on the village 
by the troops commenced. The sad tale is told by 
Lieutenant T. S. Griffin, a bruther o:fficer in the same 
regiment, and who attended Colonel Gore, on his 
second expedition toSt. Denis, as we are subsequent! y 
to detail. 

"At St. Denis, on Monclay morning, Dcccmbcr 
4th, a lctter was given. mc," says ~Ir. Griffin, " re.-
tant de dangers, lorsque la victoire serait obtenue. Je ne m'exposerai ù ces risques qu'en guise de pis-aller; lorsque la mè·re-patrie reviendra à .~on ancien système de gouvernement intolérable pour cette colonie. Dans ces circonstances seulement, vais-je m'exposer au.x dangers et aux incertitudes d'avoir à notl'c tête UN 'l'YRAN DE NOTRE PROPR~ CREATION. Vous seul, vous ridiculùez notre système de gouvernement responsable; moi, j'en suis to·ut épris, j'en ai épous~ les orincipes, et je le défendrai, car il comprend ce que vous et 1WltS demandions alors. C'est ici justement ma position, mais vous qui avez des objets ultérieurs à atteindre, ne pouvez être content de rien. Eh bien t si, ni par vos talents, ni par vos promesses, ni par vos menaces, ici vous ne pouvez changez l'ordre de chose, existant, et surtout après tous vos efforts, vous convientil de tenter de nouveau à exciter la méfiance, le trouble et une désorganisation générale?. ... Si vous détestez tant votre position, pourquoi demeurez-vous ici plus longtemps? Si tout le pays est satisfait des apparences actuelles, et veut accorder un temps rationnel aux nouveaux ministres pour faire preuve de leur capacité, convient-il à " un seul homme" de s'opposer à cette volonté uuivel'selle? L'histoire ne nous fournit aucun exemple d'un despotisme plus révoltilllt, que celui dont vous donuez des preuves si éclatantes." 

In the correspondence on t1ese mattel's that took place in the newspnpers in 1848, we have the nam es of four of those who signed - the supposecl Declaration, viz., L. J. Papineau, David Bourdages, Wolfred Nelson, and F. Kimber. 
It is to bo observed, however, that Mr. Papineau did not himself tako up the pen in his defence, leaving the vindicatiou of his contluct entirely to his fricnds; and in this, perlutps, h e ncted wisely. 
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C'hap. ceived by the officer commanding, from a Monsieur 
:xxxix Jose ph Hubert, of St. Denis, written from the oppo-
00 site village of St. Antoine, in which the writer stated, 

· that from what information he had been enabled to 
gather from the inhabitants of St. Denis, previous to 
his departure, the body of the murdered officer, 
Lieutenant W eir, 32nd Regiment, would most likely 
be found on the shore of the river Richelieu, behind 
the ho use of a Madame N yotte, w he re the re was a 
small tannery. I re ad the letter to several of the 
villagers of St. Denis, who at once led me to the spot 
described in Monsieur Hubert's letter; and there, in 
the water of the Richelieu, at a depth of about two 
feet, I discovered a black mass covered with large 
stones, which kept it down; the stones being removcd, 
a body, which was lying on its face, rose tù the sur
face, and I immediately recognized it to be that of 
my murdered brother officer, poor W eir. Assistant 
Surgeon A. M'Gregor, 32nd Regiment, who was 
with me, th en took charge of the body, and bad it 
conveyed to a bouse, where a coffin was made for it, 
in order to remove it to Montreal for interment. Dr. 
J\I'Gregor's statement of the injuries inflicted on the 
body of Lient. W eir is annexed. * The story of his 

"' " On the forehead, there was a sabre wound about four inches 
in length, running perpendicularly, which penetrated deep into the 
boue, and surrounding which there were severa! small wounds, as 
if donc by a sharp pointed instrument. 

"The back of the head was completely laid open-the scalp and 
boue reduced to a mass of small partieles-the substance of the 
brain was beat into a mash, and pieces of skull and scalp were 
mingled with it, and on the sides of this opening were several 
wounds. 

" On the left side of the neck, immediately below the bone of the 
ear, there were severa! sabre wounds about an inch in depth, wbicb 
laid open the great blood vessels and the side of the windpipe; 
the wounds might be about four and a half inch es in length. About 
the middle of the ear there was a sabre wound about an inch in 
depth and four inches in length, which divided the ear and left the 
whole of that side of the neck open. 

" There were two wounds on the left side of the back, a little 
above the shoulder blade, about an inch in depth ; also, a gun-shot 
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murder, as related to me by the few villagers we Ohap. found in St. Denis, is as follows :- xxxxx "Lieut. Weir was sent by land, from Montreal to ~ Sorel, at daylight on the morning of22nd November, · with despatches for the officer commanding at that post, directing him to have the two companies of the 66th Regiment, under his command, in readiness to meet a force which was to be sent from Montreal by steamboat, at 2 P. M. on the 22nd, under the command of Col. Gore, to arrest sorne individuals at St. Charles. The roads were so bad that Lie ut. W eir, who travelled in a calèche, did not arrive at Sorel until half an hour after Col. Gore had arrived from Montreal, and marched off with his whole force to St. Charles via St. Denis. Finding this to be the case, Lieut. Weir hired a fresh calèche at Sorel, with a driver named La Vallée, ( whose deposition has since been received,) and started to join the troops. There are two parallel roads to St. Denis, which converge four miles from St. Ours. By mistake Lieut. Weir took the lower road, (the troops having marched by the upper,) thus he passed beyond the troops on their line of march, without seeing them, and arrived at St. Denis about seven, A. M. His expression of surprise at not seeing any soldiers on his arrivai at the village, was, I was told, the first intimation Dr. Nelson had that they were on their march in that direction. Preparations were then made to oppose their entrance into the village of St. Denis (where, in fact, no opposition had been expected); the result is known. Lie ut. W eir was made 
wound two inches below these wounds ; the ball penetrated about half an inch below the surface. 

"The :fingers of both hands were hacked and split to pieces, as if done by an axe. Sorne of the :fingers, more particularly tho11e of the left hand, were so hacked, that on taking the body out of the water, pieces of them dropped off; and in the left groin there was a gun-shot wound-the balllodged in the belly. 
"A. M'GREGOR, Asst. Sur. 32nd Regt." 
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Cha p. a prisoner and closel y pinioned. Wh en the attack 
xxxrx was commenced, he was ordcred under a guard, con
~ sisting of Cap tain J albert, two men named 1\iigneault, 

· onenamedLecour, andadriver, aladnamedAugustin, 
in Dr. Nelson's wagon, to be taken to St. Charles. 
On arriving oppositeMadameNyotte's house, (already 
mentioned,) in the outskirts of the village, the bonds 
with which Lie ut. W eir was fastened became so 
painful, and his hands so much swollen therefrom, 
that he insisted, as much as lay in his power, on 
their being loosened. This irritated his brutal 
guardians, and he jumped out of the wagon and 
sought refuge under it; he was then shot twice with 
pistols, which took effect in his back and groin, and 
stabbed with a sabre through the wheels of the wag
on, in various parts of the body ; he was then 
dragged from beneath the wagon, by the straps 
which confined his arms, and finally butchered. 

"F. J. GRIFFIN, Lieut. 32nd Regt." 
The remains of this unfortunate young gentleman 

were interred at Montreal, on the 8th of December, 
with great pomp and solemnity, the Commander of 
the forces with his staff, the military of the garrison, 
and a vast concourse of citizens attending. Never 
was there a greater demonstration of public grief in 
that city than on this melancholy occasion.* 

Another still more barbarous deed was perpetruted 
on the 28th November, on the person of an unfortu
nate inhabitant of St. John's, by the name of Char-

"'lt is said to have been by Dr. N's orùers that }Ir. Weir, after being 
made prisoner, was despatched under an escort for St. Charles, the 
head quartera of 1\'Ir. Brown, " the General commanding ;"but .the 
Doctor treated him with courtesy and k.indness while in his keepmg. 
It is reported of Doctor N--, that, after he him elf was taken 
prisoner, on being told that sorne of the newspapers ha-l vindicated 
him against the imputation of parti<'ipating in thls atrocious murder, 
he expressed his satisfaction at the circumstance, declaring that 
when he was informed of the inhuman act, he was as much con
cerned and horrified by it as any friend of Lieutenant W cir could 
possibly be. 
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tranù, a Canadian of French origin, who, it seems, Chap. had enrolled himself at this place as a loyal volunteer, xxxix a circumstance that gave offence to his compatriots. Ts;7 He left his residence in the forenoon of this da v for · l'Acadie, a distance of five or six miles, to eoÏlect, it was said, a small debt due him (a stone-mason by trade) by an inhabitant of that parish. On returning home in the afternoon, he was intercepted by sorne tenor twelve men, five of them with loaded muskets, and conducted to a small building hard by, used as a. schoolhouse, where, after undergoing a mock trial by those who had arrested him, he was declared to be a spy, and sentenced to death as such. He was accordingly forthwith led out, tied to a tree, and mercilessly shot by the miscreants, who left the body attached to the tree by the rope with which they had pinioned him, and in which state it was found three or four days aftcr. One baU had passed through his heart, and the several other marks shewed the dcadly aim which his savage murderers had taken to accomplish their horrid purpose. One of those implicated in it came forward, by the advice, it was said, of his confessor, and gave the shocking details of the murder. At the first discharge, the unfortu-nate Ohartrand received three wounds, but was not killed. Another of the party then stepped up and shot him dead. The alleged ringleader of this ruth-less gang was tried for the murder, but in the contradictory nature of the evidence, aided also by the passions of the jurors, for in the excitement of the times it was impossible to impanel a perfeetly dispassionate jury, he eseaped on this occasion, though, as will be seen, an avenging Providence pursued him till the forfeiture of his crime was paid. 
After the affair at St. Charles, it was deemed, by Sir John Oolborne, necessary that a military force should re-visit St. Denis and other parts on the Richelieu, where the patriots had been in the as-
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Oha.p. cendant until Lieutenant Col. Wetherall's visit to the 
xxxix former place, and dispersion by him of the insurgents 
~ assembled there, and the :flight of Mr. Brown, the 

· General commanding " the patriotic army ." Colonel 
Gore accordingly embarked at Montreal on the 30th 
Nove rn ber for William Henry, with three companies 
of the 32nd Regiment, one of the 8ard, a detachment 
of Artillery, and a troop of the V olunteer Cavalry, 
in the steamers " John Bull" and "Varennes." The 
Colonel reached St. Ours the same evening, whcre 
he quartered for the night, and marched early the 
ensuing morning, without opposition, for St. Denis, 
the theatre of his recent defeat. Doctor Wolfred 
Nelson finding, after the defeat of his friends at St. 
Charles, that his adherents had lost confidence in the 
cause, and were leaving him, and that it was likely 
he himself would become a captive, unless he imme
mediately made good his retreat to the neighbouring 
States, had abandoned his home and taken to ftight, 
in the direction of Yamaska and the Eastern Town
ships, with the view of escaping by that route into 
the State of Vermont. He, however, as \Ye shall sce, 
was intercepted in his retreat, the trusty in habitants of 
those loyal Townships being by this time armed, 
and on the outlook for the fugitives, who, it was 
thought, would take that direction. Here Colonel 
Gore recovered a howitzcr, which he had, owing as 
well to the pressure from without, as to the .bad 
roads, been obliged on his late visit to leave behmd, 
with five wounded soldiers, who had been most care
fully attended toby Dr. Nelson, and who spoke in 
the warmest terms of his humanity and kindness to
wards them, certainly a redeeming trait amidst ~he 
grave errors in which the Doctor had allowed hlm
self to be involved, and w hi ch considerably contrib~ted 
to soften the asperities of his kindred fellow-su~Jects 
of British origin towards him, who, in consideratiOn of 
this circumstance, gave him, with characteristic gener
osity, credit, and have ever since borne itin mind. But 
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he troops remembering, and indignant at their late Chap. 
defeat, and, with the volunteers, who had accompa- m1x 
nied them from Montreal, exasperated at the spec-~ 
tacle presented by the mangled remains of Lient. · 
W eir, inhumanly slain by the patriots-a young man 
of fortune and great promise, respected and beloved 
not only in his regiment, but by ail who had known 
him-became insensible of discipline, and wouldknow 
neither authority or controL The extensive build-
ings and distillery of Dr. Nelson, as weil as the large 
stone bouse from which he and his party had fired 
upon the troops, and varions other houses in the 
village of St. Dehis were by the enraged soldiery 
and volunteers ruthlessly sacked, consigned to the 
flames, and reduced to a heap of smouldering ruins, 
contrary, howcver, to the wishes of Colonel Gore, 
as it has since been expressly stated on his behalf 
(and probably at his request) in the Legislative As-
sem hl y, (Session of 1849, during the debates on the 
famous Rebellion Losses Bill,) and which there seems 
to be no just cause to doubt. * The asseveration, at 

• The Hon. Henry John Boulton, who at the time (1849) when 
this measure (the Rebellion Losses Bill) was brought forward by 
the Lafontame-Baldwiu administration , had a seat in the Assembly 
as member for Norfolk, and supported the ministry (being seated 
through the influence of Mr. Baldwin) , baving in course of the ve• 
hement debates which arose on that subject, animadverted seven~ly 
upon Colonel (now Major-General) Gore, for ordering the village 
of St. Denis, upon his second visit to that place , to be destroyed , Sir 
Allan 1\lacNab, at the next sitting after that in which Mr. Boulton 
had spoken on the subject, formally and emphatically (me teste) 
denied that any such order had emanated from Colonel Gore. Indeed 
the well-known mild and humane disposition of General Gore will 
scarcely admit of the belief that he could have sanctioned so bar
barous an act, even though smarting under the mortification he no 
doubt felt at the recollection of bis previous defeat, by a handful 
of "re bels," at the same spot, a few days before. There are occa
sions where the passions of men becorne uncontrollable by human 
authority, and, unhappily, this was one of them. Casuists may 
determine who are morally responsible for the mischief-they who, 
41 got up" the rebellion, which was here brought to a head, orthose 
who put it down, I t:an only say-

" -en ! quo discordia cives 
produxit miseros • • * " 
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Chap. lcast, bas never been publicly refuted, in so far as 
xxxiX my knowledge ex tends. The Colonel, after visiting 
~ St. Charles and S!· Hyacinthe, where he found ali 

quiet, returned wlth the troops to 1\-Iontreal on the 
7th December, bringing with them several prisoners 
and the remains of the unfortunate W eir. 

The route of the "patriots" at St. Charles by 
Lieut. Colonel W etherall, and the subsequent visit of 
Colonel Uore to the parishes on the Richelieu and 
Yamaska rivers, entirely extinguished their hopes 
in that quarter, (south of the St. Lawrence,) but 
there were large and formidable gatherings of them 
at St. Eustache and St. Benoit, north-west of Mon
treal. These were under the direction of Amury 
Girod, an alien adventurer, and, as alleged by sorne, 
a native of Switzerland, by others, of Louisiana, who 
had resided formerly at Quebec, patronized and en
couraged by several gentlemen of the city and neigh
bourhood, for his supposed practical science in agri
culture, in which he represented himself as an adept. 
Losing, after trial of his ability in this line, the con
fidence of his patrons, sorne of whom he managed to 
involve in considerable expense, he migrated to the 
district of Montreal, and located h~mself at Varennes, 
where, in addition to the pursuit of agriculture, he 
devoted himself also to the more promising business 
of political agitation, by which in due ti me he ac
qui red the confidence of Mr. Papineau, who, accord
ing to Doctor W olfred Nelson, invested him with the 
command of the patriotic forces north of :Montreal, 
and a more worthless choice, by aU accounts, he 
could not have made. Sir John Col borne was not 
disposed, however, to interfere with the insurgents 
in the north until he had completely subdued those 
to the south of Montreal, knowing that by being free 
to direct his whole force upon them, he could make a 
short affair of it. In the meantime, imagining them
selves more than a match for any force that could be 
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realized by the loyal population of Montreal against Ohap. them, they indulged in excesses of ali sorts, plunder- m1x ing and maltreating the inhabitants of British origin ~· in their neighbourhood, many of whom, to save their · lives, were obliged to fly for refuge to Montreal, leaving their abodes, their cattle and granaries to the marauders under Girod, who, as Brown had done at St. Charles, laid violent bands upon these for the use of " the patriotic forces." 
Mter the affairs at St. Denis and St. Charles, several of the fugitive patriots had, in the reV'erses they met with, betaken themselves to the border settlements in the neighbouring States of New York and Vermont, and in particular to Swanton, (Vermont,) a considerable village or county town on Missisquoi Bay, Lake Champlain, where they were daily receiving reinforcements of the disaffected from Canada, and busy in making preparations for an inroad upon the district of Montreal, being considerably encouraged in their nefarious purpose by the American population amidst whom they had taken refuge. Doctors Côte and Kimber, Messrs. Gagnon, R. S.~ Bouchette, and several others, were there, and although :Messrs. Papineau, Nelson, Brown, O'Calla· ghan, and other leaders had failed and fied, they nevertheless exhorted each other into the idle conviction, that the achievement of Canadian independence was still practicable, and reserved for them, the best, the bravest, and most chivalrous of their countrymen. To the generons incentives of patriotism and of glory, the stimula ting smiles of beauty were superadded, the ladies of Swanton patronizing the cause by preparing and presenting a beautiful set of colours to Doctor Côte and his associate~. 

The militia of the Townships in the County of Shefford, it is to be observed, had applied to Sir John Col borne for a supply of fire-arms, which were 
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Chs.p. about this time expected; and it fortunately so hap
xxxrx pened that while they were on their way to the place 
~ of destination, this band of patriots marched from 

· Swan ton on their projected invasion of Canada.* It 
was their intention, it seems, to have crossed the 
Richelieu with their artillery (a field pie ce) and 
ammunition, and proceed to l'Acadie, where their 

* " At a public meeting of the magistrates, militia officers, and 
yeomanry of the township of Granby and County of Shefford, 
district of Montreal, held at Granby village, the 23rd of November, 
1837, the following resolutions were proposed and adopted unani• 
mously, by a numerous asaembly from all parts of the township, 
the meeting having been first organized by the appointment of 
Richard Frost, Esquire, as President, and F. C. Gilmor, Esquire, 
as Secretary. 

"lst Resolution.-That this meeting views with regretthedisor-
ganized state of the seigniorial part of this district, where a cowardly 
faction, under pretence of reform, are committing excesses of the 
most wanton and unprovoked nature, endeavoring by threats the 
most violent, to seduce the most loyal, and hitherto peaceable, in
habitants from their allegiance to Her Majesty. 

" 2nd Resolution.-That at this cri ti cal moment, it becomes the 
duty of every loyal and well-affected subject to stand forth and ex
press his horror and disgust at the lawless proceedings of the fact~on 
aforesaid, and to ùeclare his determination to defend the laws which 
have hitherto effectually protecteù our lives and property. . 

"3rd Resolution.-That an humble petition be presented to His 
Excellency, Sir John Colborne, Commander of the Forces, for 11 

supply of arms and ammunition for this township, which we mu· 
tually pledge ourselves shall be employed in the defence of the 
Constitution and Government unùer which we have the happiness 
to live. 

''4th Resolution.-That this meeting sympathizes with our loJ:al 
fellow-subjects scattered throughout the seigniorial parts of this.dis· 
trict, many of whom have been obliged, by the tbreats and provo· 
cations of the factwn, to throw themselves on our protection and are 
present at thi11 meeting. 

"5th Resolution.-That the following gentlemen, viz., Richard 
Frost, Elijah F. C. Gilmor, H. Lyman, and S. B. Door, be a Corn· 
mittee to address His Excellency Sir John Colborne, Commander of 
the Forces, with a copy of the resolutions, and to cause the res?lt of 
this meeting to be published in such a manner as they may JUdge 
proper. 

"Thanb having been voted the Chairman and Secretary, the 
meeting was dissolved. 

11 RICHARD FROST, Chairman. 
" P. C. GILMOR, Secretary." 
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partizans were numerous, and ready to join them, Chap. 
and there, by making a stand, crea te a diversion in xxxxx 
favor of the insurgents at St. Eustache. Others will~ 
have it, however, that they intended to move on ward 3 

• 
to Chateauguay, and crossing there the St. Lawrence, 
join Girod at St. Benoit, or Grand Brulé; probably 
both objects may have been contemplated. Be this 
as it may, the gallantry of the Missisquoi Volunteers 
defeated the intended purpose. The following good 
account of the dispersion of this party, and capture 
of sorne of its leaders, is given by Captain Kemp of 
the V olunteers, in an official despatch to Sir John 
Colborne :-

"FRELIGHSBURG, ST. ARMAND, 
"IJecember 7, 1837. 

"SrR,-1 have the honor to report for Your Ex
cellency's information, that yesterday morning I left 
this, by a previous arrangement with Col. Knowlton, 
of Brome, in company with Captain Henry Baker of 
St. Armand, having under my command a body of 
V olunteers to the number of about fifty men, armed 
with such guns as could be collected, to form an 
escort to wagons, for conveying the arms and am
munition for Col. Knowlton's battalion from Philips
burgh. I had proceeded only a few miles on my 
way, when an express from Philipsburgh met me, 
with the information that a considerable body of re
bels had passed through that village early in the 
morning to the State of V ermont, and were expected 
to return to burn it the same night. 

" I immediately despatched expresses in different 
directions to raise men, arrned or unarmed, and bring 
them to Philipsburgh, where I had directions from 
Col. Knowlton to deal out the arms intended for his 
battalion, if necessary. ' 

"In consequence of cert~in ~nforiJ1.a~ion, I left the 
wagons four miles east of Philipsburgh, and struck 
thro~gh t4e wqods so as to meet the loaded wagons, 

y 
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Chap at the head of Missisquoi Bay, in order to strengthen 
xxxi~ the escort from Caldwell's Manor and St. Armand 
__,__...west. W e th en proceeded in company to Philips-

1837· burgh and reached it at half-past four, P. 1\i., where 
I found men assembled and assembling from different 
points, and that scouts bad come in from Swanton 
in the State of V ermont, with the information, that 
a large body of men, weil equipped, and having with 
them two pieces of cannon, bad taken np their line 
of march for this Province. 

" ln this emergency orders were issued to supply 
the men with muskèts and ammunition from the 
wagons, and at &ix·~ o' clock, a position was taken 
half a mile south of the village, on the west road 
leading to Swanton. 

"We had occupied this position nearly two hours 
in expectation of the en emy, wh en positive informa
tion came in, that they bad taken the east road lead
ing to Swanton, and that they were within three 
miles of the village. 

"I instantly ordered a strong guard to remain on 
the west road, and marched to a position two miles 
and a half east of the village, and drew up my men 
on a height to the left, commanding the highway at 
the intersection of the Swan ton road, leading north 
and south, with the St. Armand road, leading east 
and west, where I found the pickets and advanced 
guard had retired unperceived before the en emy, 
who were two hundred strong. · 

" The force under my command amounted to 
about tlu·ee hundred men, but before it was possible 
for me to reduce them to order, the van of my line 
had commenced fi.ring without command. 

"To a Commander of your experience, I need 
hardly apologize for the impetuosity of an undisci
plined body, hastily taken away from their farming 
occupations, and placed in sight of an enemy, only a 
few hours after arms bad been placed in their hands. 
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This premature fire was instantly returned by the chap. 
re bels, and firing was kept up on both sides for about xxxiX 

ten or fifteen minutes, when the enemy retreated ~ 
back towards the State of V ermont, leaving behind ' 
them one <lead, two wounded, and three prisoners. 

"One of the wounded is Robert Shore l\lilnes 
Bouchette, of Quebec, who led the advanced guarù 
of the rebels, and is severely hurt. The other is 
slightly wounded, and reports himself to be a nephew 
of Julien Gagnon, of St. Valentin in l'Acadie, 
habitant, the leader of the party. They left also two 
pieces of cannon mounted on carriages, five kegs of 
gunpowder, six boxes of hall cartridge, and seventy 
muskets, part of them in boxes, and two standards. 
From the undisciplined state of the loyalists, the clark
ness of the night, it being nine o'clock, the vicinity 
to the woods, the rest of the party made their escape. 
The vicinity to the province-line was also in favour 
of their escape, for the universal feeling throughout 
this part of the border is, tbat not a man shaH cross 
the border armed, even in pursuit of invaders from 
the other side, so that to any demands made by Y our 
Excellency or the Governor in Chief, an answer can
not with truth be made by the General or State 
Governments of the United States, that the people of 
the Province have done any thing eontrary to the 
treaties existing bctween that country and Great 
l3ritain. 

" O. J. KEMP, Captain. 
"To His Excellency Sir J. Co1borne." * 

* '· FaELIGHSBURG, ST. ARMAND, Dec. 7, 1837. 
" SIR,-1 have the honor to report, that on reaching Isle aux 

Noix, >vith the arms furnished for the Shefford Yolunteers, Ideemed 
it advisable, before removing them from that station, to proceed 
forward in order to establish relays of carriages , with sufficient 
cscorts, for transporting them to the County of Shefford; immedi
ate! y on procuring which , I gave orders for their removal vid 
Caldwell's Manor; and caniages set fon'l·ard yesterday, simultane
ously, from Caldwell's Manor, Philipsburgh in St. Armand , on :Mis
sisquoi Bay, and Frelighsburg, ,11;·hile I pushed on from Frclighs
burg to Brome, to bring wagons thence , !O that no delay might 
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Cha.p. This put an end to the patriotic warfare on the 
xxxix south si de of the St. Lawrence, and Sir John Col~ 
--.---

1837. take place ; but knowing the almost destitution of Missisquoi, as to 
arms and ammuuition, 1 had given directions that the arms for my 
battalion should be used in case of an attack by the re bels. 

" On returning to Philipsburgh this morning about six o'clock, I 
found that an engagement had taken place yesterday evening at 
9 o'clock, about two miles and a half east ofthat village, between 
the loyalists, forming the escort under Captain Oren J. Kemp. and 
a large body of rebels, (under aMr. Julien Gagnon, of St. Valentin 
in l'Acadie,) who had embodied in Swanton, in the State of Ver~ 
mont. The enemy were driven back by the loyalists, with one man 
killed, number wounded unknow_n, and five prisoners, one of whom, 
R S. M. Bouchette, of Quebec, IS severely wounded, and one very 
slightly. The loyali.sts also captured two pieces of cannon, about 
forty stand of arms, five kegs of gunpowder, and six boxes of bail 
cartridge, with two fiags. The muskets captured are apparently of 
the kind used in the American army during the last war. The 
rebels were about two hundreù, and the loyalists three hundred 
strong. Of the loyalists not one man "\Yas burt. The enemy re• 
treated into the state of V ermont, by the road they came. 

" I have the honor to be, &c., 
"P. H. KNOWLTON, 

" Colonel of Sheiford Volunteers. 
" To His Excellency 

"Lieut Gen. Sir John Colborne, &c., &c., &c." 

It was said that :Mr. R. S. M. Bouchette had made, on his march 
at the head of this band into the Province, many truculent tbreats 
against the inbabitants, in case they sbould oppose bim in his pro· 
grcss. Wbether be really did so, I have not been able to ascertain 
correctly; but in times like tbese, wben the minds of men are 
excited to madness, as it were, tberc would be nothing extraordi· 
nary in it if it were the fact. It baving, however, becn reported 
that this gentleman bad, upon bis capture, been ill-treated, in con· 
sequence of his threats on that occasion, the following is his own 
statemcnt, as subsequently publi hed in the papers. R. C. 

"This is to ccrtify to all to whom it may concern, that I, the 
undersigned, cver since my capture as a prisoner by the volunteers 
of Missisquoi Bay, on the 6th instant, have been treated with every 
degree of humanity and care, and bave bad my wounds regularly 
dressed, first by the captors at the bouse of Mr. Hiram )foore, 
afterwards at Isle aux Noix, and subE\equently in the Montreal 
Gaol, wbere I am now detaiucd. From Mr. P. H. Moore, :Mr. 
Bertram, Mr. Lewis, and particularly from Mrs. H. Moore herself, 
I received the greatest kindness, the latter having bcrself dressed 
lny wound, nor was any thing forcibly or clandestinely taken from 
me. Since my detention in prison, an equal measure of humanity 
and attention bas been extended to me, for wbich I most grate· 
fully give my acknowledgments. 

"R. S. M. BoucHETTrH 
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borne accordingly issued the General Order below ; * Cha p. 
but he had, however, still a serious account to settle xxxix 

with the insurgents in his rear, north of :Montreal. ~ 
'\V e are now to recede a little in date, to notice the · 

"Written and signed in my presence, this 22nd day of Decem
ber, 1837. 

" R. DE ST. ÛURS, 
" Sheriff of the Diitrict of Montreal.' 

* " HEAD QuARTERa, 
"MoNTRE&L, .December 12, 1837. 

"'rhe active service in which the troops have been suddenly 
engaged, since the outbreak of an organized and extensive revolt 
in this Province, has hitherto prevented the Lieutenant General 
commanding from expressing his satisfaction at the conduct and 
zealous exertions of the troops in the Montreal district under his 
command, but His Excellency is persuaded that at no period has 
the energy and activity of the Britieh army been more conspicuous 
than in the severity of marches which have been lately accom
plished, although the unfavorable state of the weather, and the 
almost impractirable state of the roads, prevented the force under 
the command of the Hon. Col. Gore from entering the village of 
St. Denis, on the first appearance of the revoit. The success which 
has since attended the exertions of that officer and the force under 
his command, and the capture of arros and ammunition, has had 
the e:ffect of restoring order and tranquillity to that section of the 
country. 

"The zeal and energy evinced by Lieutenant Colonel Hughes, 
24th Regiment, unùer whose immediate command the force J?ro
ceeded to St. Denis, has been brought under the notice of the Lieu
tenant General commanding, as well as the gallantry displayed by 
Captaiu Markham, 32nd Regiment, who was severely wounùed in 
the attack. The attack upon the enemies' fortified position at St. 
Charles, so ably conducted by Colonel W etherall, and so gallantly 
executed by himself and the force under his command, consisting 
of the Royal Regiment, a cletachment of the Royal A.rtillery and 
66th Regiment, and the Montreal Cavalry, led to the complete 
defeat of the enemy, and has essentially contributed to put down 
revolta on the Richelieu. Lie ut. Colonel W etherall speaks most 
favourably of the conduct of Major Ward, of the Royal Regiment, 
Captain Glasgow, Royal Artillery, and Captain David, Montreal 
Cavalry, on this occasion. 

"The service upon which the troops have lately been engaged, 
has been greatly facilitated by the spirited and unparalleled exer
tions of the Voluuteer Corps of Montreal, some of which had only 
been embodied within the last fortnight, and His Excellency trusts 
that the same energy, forbearance and discipline which has charac
ter.ized the troops in general, will speedily put an end to the de
plorable warfare in which they are eugaged." 
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Cha p. proceedings of the Government amidst the difficulties 
xxxrx in which it had, in great measure by its temporizing 
~ policy, involved itself, and brought so much distress 

· upon the country. Lord Gosford, whose benevolence 
and hospitality were unbounded, confiding in the 
conciliatory policy he bad come to cultivate and in
culcate, could not be persuaded that matters ever 
would come to the pass in which he now found them. 
Of the first occurrence in which fire-arms were used 
against the constituted authorities, the rescue of 
Messrs. Davignon and Demaray near the village of 
Longueuil, he made exceedingly light, considering it 
rather in the character of a joke than of a serions 
matter, inferior, as he is said to have observed, to 
many a scuffie he himself had witnessed at an Irish 
fair. He, however, found it necessary, now that a 
rebellion had actually broke out, and that the laws 
of the land and the Sovereign's authority wete set at 
naught, to issue a Proclamation, and the following 
accordingly appeared on the 29th November in the 
Gazette:-

" A PROCLAMATION ! 
"Whereas in certain counties of the district of 

1\Iontreal, disaffection to the Government of our 
Gracious Sovereign, Queen Victoria, bas unequivo
cally declared itself, and divers outrages upon the 
persons and properties of Her l\fajesty's loyal sub
jects have been recently perpetrated therein. And 
whereas prisoners arrested on charge of High Trea
son have been rescued from the bands of Justice, and 
the troops of Her :Majesty, in the lawful dischargc 
of their duty, while ai ding the civil authorities, have 
be en assailed and fi red n pon by bands of armed 
peasantry. And whereas ü is notorious that the 
present blind and fatal excitement in that district, 
is to be attributed to the machinations of a few evil
minded and designing men, who have imposed upon 
the credulity of an unsu::-picious peasantry, and by 
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plausible misrepresentation and wilful calumny, by Chap. 

practising upon their fears and inflaming their xxxix 

passions, by appealing to national distinctions, and 18
•
3
; · 

exciting political prejudices, which it has been the · 

unabated endeavour of the British Government to 

extinguish, have at length succeeded in implicating 

a part of a hitherto peaceable and loyal population 

in the first excesses of a recldess and hopeless revoit. 

As the Representative of our Most Gracions Sove

reign, I now most solemnly address myself to the in

habitants of this Province, but more especially to the 

misguided and inconsiderate population on the River 

Richelieu in the district of Montreal. I address 

myself to your good sense and to your persona! ex

perience of the benefits you have rcceived and of 

the tranquillity you have so long enjoyed under the 

British Government. Y ou possess the religion, the 

language, the laws and the institutions guaran teed 

to you nearly seventy years since. Y ou know not 

the burthen of taxes. The expense of y our military 

defence is defrayed by Great Britain. The pros

perity and happiness which have hitherto pervaded 

this Province, proclaim honorably and undeniably 

the poli ti cal wisdom which watches over y our safety, 

encourages your commerce, and fosters your rising 

industry. The spontaneous confidence of the British 

Parliament bestowed on you a Constitution. Y our 

representatives complained of grievances: their corn

plaints were promptly and fully investigated; griev-

ances which were proved to exist were removed at 

once ; redress the most ample, but unavoidably 

graduai, was unreservedly promised, and up to this 

moment that promise has been scrupulously observed. 

But the demands of your leaders are insatiable, the 

language of reform has speciously concealed the de

signs of revolution. I have thus far deemed it my 

duty to explain the injustice and inadmissibility of 

the objecta for which your leaders contend, and for 
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Chap. the attainment of which they would wantonly sacri
xxxxx fiee you and your families. The traitorous designs 
~of these political agitators have been at length un-

183 · masked. I now therefore call upon those who have 
been thus far deluded, to listen to the language of 
reason, sincerity and truth. Listen to the exhorta
tions of y our respectable and trustworthy Clergy. 
Listen to the representations of those worthy and 
loyal proprietors, whose interests are identified with 
y our own, and wh ose prosperity, in common with 
yours, must ever be graduated and governed by the 
internai tranquillity of this Province. Return to that 
allegiance to your Sovereign which y ou have now for 
the first time violated, and to that obedience to the 
law which you have hitherto invariably maintained. 
Spurn from you your insidious advisers. Reject 
with abhorrence the ir self-interested and treasonable 
counsels. Leave them to that retribution which 
inevitably awaits them. Retire to your homes and 
to the bosoms of your familles : rest assured that a 
powerful and merciful Government is more desirons 
to forget than to resent injuries, and that within that 
sanctuary you will experience no molestation. And 
further, by and with the advice and consent of Hcr 
Majesty's Executive Council of and fur the Province 
of Lower Canada, I, the said Archibald, Earl of Gos
ford, do hereby cali upon ali Her Majesty's loyal 
subjects in this Province, to be prepared at ail times 
to main tain against ali aggressors the authority of our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, and to counteract the 
rebellions designs of the disa:ffected in this Province. 
The dearest rights and privileges of British subjects, 
their Iaws and institutions, have been audaciously 
assailed. They will remember that those sentiments 
of loyalty and honor which were the pride of their 
forefathers, are the inheritance of their chilùren; and 
in defending their allegiance to their Gracions Queen, 
and the connexion which has so long existed between 

this 
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this f.:1.vored colon y and Great Britain, they will rush Chap. 
forward as one man to prove their gratitude for the xxxrx 

blcssings they cnjoy, and the ir unswerving de ter-~ 
mination to maintain them unimpaired." · 

Immediately after the appearance of this Procla
mation, :Messrs. Leslie and Lafontaine arriving by 
steamer from Montreal, waited upon His Excellency 
to suggest, as it was said, the propriety of an imme
diate convocation of the Legislature. He did not 
think proper, however, to act upon their suggestion, 
apprehending, perhaps, from his past experience of 
the spirit of the Assembly, that they would rather be 
inclined still further to embarrass than to help him 
through his difficulties, the leading members of the 
body being actually at the head of the rebellion. l\Ir. 
Leslie returned to :Montreal, but Mr. Lafontaine pro
ccedcd from Quebcc, by the Kcnnebec road, to the 
United States, and thcrc cmbarking, he safely reached 
England, and spent a part of the wintcr in London, 
and the rcmainder in Paris, visiting also, it was said, 
other parts of the continent beforc his rcturn to 
Canada, thus avoiding the troubles by which it was 
agitated, and to which he had contributed his full 
share. 

On the 5th December, His Excellency issued a 
Proclamation declaring l\Iartial Law in force in the 
district ofl\fontreal, having previously, by Proclama
tions, offered large rewards for the apprehension of 
l\Ir. Papineau and divers others, charged with the 
crime of High Treason, who had taken to fiight. -l<-

* " The cry which has been raised-why arc not rewards offered 
for the apprehension of the Traitors? is now we hope satisfied. It 
will be seen by the following Proclamations that a priee has been 
set upon the head of every one of them, and that, such as to insure 
their being delivered up to justice if they .are still within the pre
cincts of the Province. The Proclamations were first printed in 
Montreal, and we underst11nd were distributed along the frontier 
before they were published in that city, the more certainly to effect 
their purpose. They will be found below; that for the apprehen-

u~ 
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Chap. A reward of ëf500 was offered for the apprehension 
xxxix of the rnurderer or murderers of Lieutenant George 

'J:"'7'Weir, and ot:300 for those, or any one of them, who 83 
• had murdered Joseph Chartrand, late of the parish 

of St. Johns, district of Montreal, and descr1bed as 
"private in a company of volunteers in that parish." 

Severa! of those for whom rewards were offercd, 
were on different occasions captured and brought into 
1\-lontreal ; but he who of aU concerned in those un~ 
happy disturbances bad been most prominent, yet 
in his capture found the most sympathy among the 
British population, with whose avowed enemies he 
had arrayed himself against his kindred fellow-sub-

sion of Papineau in full, the others in substance."-Quebec :Mercury, 
7th JJecember, 1837. 

"4,000 DoLLARS REWARD! 
"GosFORD. 

" Province of Lower Canada. 
" His Excellency the Right Honorable ARCHIBALD, EARL oF 

GosFOFD, Baron W orlingham of Beccles, in the County of 
Suffolk, Captain General and Governor in Chief in and 
over the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, Vice 
Admirai of the same, and one of lier Majesty's Most 
Honorable Privy Council, &c., &c., &c. 

"Whereas, by information upon oath, it appears that Louis Joseph 
Papineau, of the City of Montreal, Esq_uire, is charged with the 
crime of High Treason; and whereas the said Louis Joseph Papi
neau has withdrawn himself from his usual place of resort, and 
there is reason to believe has :fied from justice; and whereas it is 
expedient and necessary, for the due adnùnistration of justice, and 
for the security of Her Majesty's Governmentin this Province, that 
so great an offcncc should not escape unpunished. Now, therefore, 
know ye, that I, the said Archibald Earl of Gosforcl, by the advice 
of Her 11ajesty's Executive Council of this Province, have thought 
fit to issue this P roclamation, and I do herebyreqtûre and conunn.nd 
aU Her Majesty's loving subjects in this Province to discover, take, 
and apprehend the said Louis Jose ph Papineau wherever he may 
be found therein, and carry him before a Justice assigned to kccp 
the Peace, or Chief Magistrate, in either of the cities of Quebec or 
Montreal aforesaid; and for the encouragement of all persons to 
be diligent in endeavouring to discover and apprehend the saiù 
Louis Jose ph Papineau, and who shall bring hlm bef ore such Jus ti ce 
p.ssigned to keep the Peace, or Magistrats aforesaid, I do hereby 
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jects of British origin in this most unnecessary Chap. 
and hopeless rebellion, was the brave and humane, mrx 

but unhappy, Wolfred Nelson,-unhap~y in ~eing ~ 
the first to unfurl the standard of rebelhon, ra1se a 
parricidal arm aO'ainst the laws and Sovereign of his 
country, and to ~hed the blood of his fellow-subjects 
iL civil warfare, at a moment, too, when the wrongs, 
real or imaginary, of the country were undergoing 
inv~stigation and in process of redress by the au
thorities of the Empire, with an earnestness and sin-
cerity that could not admit of a doubt. After the 
route at St. Charles, finding his associates disheart-
ened and falling off, he determined upon seeking 

offer a reward of one thousand pounds current money of this Pro
vince, to whomsoever shall so apprehend the said Louis Joseph 
Papineau and deliver him up to Justice. 

"Given under my and Rand Seal at .A.rms, at the Castle of 
Saint Lewis, in the City of Quebec, the first day of De
cember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun
dred and thirty -se ven, and in the first year of Her Maj estfs 
reign. 

" By His Excellency's command, 

"D. DALY, 

" Secretary of the Province." 

".A. similar Proclamation, dated Quebec, 29th November, 183'7, 
states, that ' Whereas, by information upon oath, it appears that 
Dr. W olfred Nelson, of St. Denis, in the county of Richelieu; 
Thomas Storrow Brown, of the city and county of Montreal ; Ed
mund B. O'Callaghan, of the same place, M. P. P. ; Cyrile Hector O. 
Côte, of Napierville, in the county of l'Acadie, M. P. P.; Joseph 
Touissant Drolet, of St. Marc, in the county of Verchères, M. P. P. ; 
Joseph J. Girouard, of St. Benoit, in the county of Two Mountains, 
M. P. P. ; William Henry Scott, of St. Eustache, in the same county, 
M. P. P.; Edward Etienne Rodier, of the city and county of Mon
treal, M. P. P.; .A.mury Girod, an allen, and Jean O. Cherrier, of the 
county of Two Mountains, are severally and respectively charged 
with the crime of High Treason, a reward of five hundred pounds, 
current money of this Province, is offered to whomsoever shall so 
apprehend any one of the said above-named individuals, and deliver 
him up to justice.' 

" .A. reward of 400 Dollars is also offered for the apprehension 
of the following incqviduals : 
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Chàp. refuge in the neighbouring republic; and accordingly, 
xxxrx taking leave, in dejection and in grief, of his family 
~and a home endeared to him by domestic happiness 

· during many years, and of those neighbours amidst 
whom from boyhood he had dwelt, and whose esteem 
he enjoyed to veneration, he bent his way, accom
panied by a guide or two, through the Eastern To,m
ships, pursuing bye-ways, and occasionally striking 
througb the woods, to avoid as much as possible the 
settlements and haunts of men. The population of 
the whole frontier was by this time up and on the 
outlook for the fugitive patriots, who, it was thought, 
would most probably, in considerable numbers, take 

" Pierre Paul Demaray, of St. Johns ; Jose ph François Da vignon, 
of St. Johns; Julien Gagnon, of l'Acadie, Pierre Amiot, of 
Verchères ; Louis Perrault, of Montreal; Alphonse Gauvin, of 
Montreal; Louis Gauthier, of Montreal; Rodolphe DesRiviêres, of 
:Montreal." 

" MARTIAL LA W. 
"GosFORD. 

" Province of Lower Canada. 
"By His Excellency the Right Honorable ARcHIBALD, EARL Oll' 

GosFORD, Baron W or ling ham of Beccles, in the County of 
Suffolk, Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over 
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, Vice Admirai of 
the same, and one of Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy 
Council, &c., &c., &c. 

" A PROCLAMATION t 
"Whereas there exista in the district of Montreal a traitorous 

conspiracy by a number of persona falsely styling themselves pa
triots, for the subversion of the authority of Her Majesty, and the 
destruction of the establisbed Constitution and Government of the 
said Province; And wbereas the said traitorous conspiracy bath 
broken out into acts of the most daring and open rebellion; And 
wbereas the said rebellion bath very considerably extended itself, 
insomuch that large bodies of armed Traitors bave openly arrayed 
tbemselves, and have made and do still make attacks "Qpon Her 
Majesty's forces, and bave COIIlli\Îtted the most horrid excesses and 
cruelties ; And whereas in the parts of the said district in wbich 
the said conspiracy bath not as yet broken out into open rebellion, 
large number~J of auch persons so calling themselves patriote, for 
the execution of such their wicked designs, have planned means of 
open. violence, and formed public ~r~gements for raising and 
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that route to secure their retreat. He was not beard Chap. 
of for sorne days, and it was believed that he bad xxxxx 
effected his escape, and reached Vermont, or New~ 
Hampshire, in safety. He was taken, however, on · 
the morning of the 12th December, in the Township 
ofStukely, by a small party (four) of Col. Knowlton's 
militia, and handed over by them to a detachment 
of Missisqoui Volunteers. He was exhausted by 
anxiety, cold, hunger and fatigue, having, during the 
seven preceding nights, slept out, exposed to the 
inclemency of the season, without other covering than 
the woods, and rarely with fire to prevent himseH 
from freezing while endeavouring to obtain rest-of 

arming an organized and disciplined force, and in furtherance of their purposes have frequently assembled in great numbers; And whereas the exertions of the civil power are ineffectual for the suppression of the aforesaid traitorous and wicked conspiracy and rebellion, and for the protection of the lives and properties of Her 
Majesty's loyal subjects; And whereas the Courts of Justice in the said district of Montreal have virtuaily ceased, from the impo sibility of executing any legal r.rocess or warrant of arrest therein. 

" N ow, therefore, I, Archibald, Earl of Gosford, Governor in in Chief, and Captain General in and over the said Province of 
Lower Canada, bl and with the ad vice and consent of Her Maj esty's Executive Councü for this Province, have issued orders to Lieut. General Sir John Colborne, commandiug Her Majesty's forces in 
the said Province, and other Officers of Her Majesty's forces in the same, to arrest and punish ail persons acting, aiding, or in any manner assisting in the said conspiracy and rebellion which now exist within the said District of Montreal, and which have broken 
out in the most daring and violent attacks upon Her Majesty's forces, according to Martial Law, either by DEATH, or otherwise, as to them shail seem right and expedient, for the punishment and 
suppression of ail re bels in the said district.; of which ail Her Majesty's subjeets in this Province are hereby required to take 
notice. 

"Givcn under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Castle of 
Saint Lewis, in the City of Quebec, the fifth day of De
cember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun
dred and thirty-seven, and in the first year of Her Majesty's 
reign. 

" By His Excellency's Command, 
"D. DALY, 

"Secretary of the Province." 
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Chap. itself enough to overcome the most robust constitu
:xxxxx tion-and was so reduced as to be an object of com
~miseration and sympathy to his captors, who, as he 

· has frequently since acknowledged, treated him with 
humanity and kindness. His only attendants were 
a Canadian by the name of Celestin Parent, and an 
Indian whom he bad met with on the road, and taken 
as his guide. They were conveyed to Montreal, 
and committed to gaol, where there were by this 
time hundreds in confinement, many of them, there 
is reason to believe, arbitrarily and unjustly, from 
suspicion only. But this was an evil inseparable 
from the state of civil war in which the country, 

"W e will here," observes the Quebec llfercury, "avail ourselves 
of the concise explanation of what Martial Law is, as given in the 
Gazette of last night :-

"Many of our friends are asking us, what is Martial Law~ We 
think it must be something like the Law of Parliament, of which 
the judges said 'it is above us.' We believe, however, that the 
essence of it is obedience to orders, the punishment for disobedience 
being rouch at the discretion of a Court Martial." 

"W e will also copy in this place the following notice of Martial 
Law and its exercise in this Province, from the same source:-

" This is the third time that we have Martial Law in Canada, 
under the British Government; :first, immediately after the Con
quest in 1759 and 1760, next during the .American Revolutionary 
war in 1775-6, and now. Doubts have been entertained of the 
right of the Crown to enforce Martial Law in the Province. W e 
presume, however, it would not be wise to question its legality 
where it is established. In point of fact, it has been introduced 
by those who have been nearly a month in arms against their 
Sovereign. 

"Martial Law in this Province, exercised by those who derive 
their authority from the British Crown, is not liable to the abuses 
with which it is accompanied in independant States: the South 
.American Republics for example. W e are dependent, and so are 
those who govern us. They are responsible in the Courts of Law 
in England, where justice bas been longer administered with l?urity 
and impartiality than in any other country, and where the h1ghest 
of the King's subjects are liable to imprisonment and trial before 
an independent and enlightened tribunal. " 

---- -~-----
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after an agitation of thirty years, was now rn- Chap. 
Volved. >K< XXXIX 

The Banks at 1\fontreal transferred, befi>re the close ~ 
of the navigation, their specie toQue bec, and deposited · 
it for safe keeping in the citadel, as did also the 
Banks in this city. When, as the autumn advanced, 
it became evident that the patriots, confiding in their 
numbers and unanimity, were bent upon an out
break, the troops in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
were ordered to hold themselves in readiness t0 
march up overland to Quebec. Accordingly, upon 
the affair at St. Denis, they were put in motion, the 
34th and 43rd Regiments of foot in New Brunswick 
marching, by divisions, for the Great Falls on the 
St. John, and thence through the Madawaska portage, 
120 miles of uninhabited country, covered three or 
four feet deep with snow, toSt. Andrè on the St. Law
rence, and from this place, as many miles mOre, 
through a populous country, suspected of sympathiz-
ing with the patriots, to Quebec, accompanied with 
field pieces on their march, in order to make an 
effectuai stand in case of an attempt to intercept their 
route, as it was expected therc would be, and there 
is cause to believe was, in fact, intended, but frus-
trated by the precautions taken to dcfcat it. The 

* The following list of prisoners was the first th at a.ppeared in 
the public prints :-

André Ouimet, Amable Simard, George DeBoucherville, Chas. 
A. Leblanc, Jean Dubuc, François Tavernier, Jn. Frans. Bossu 
Lion ais, Louis Michel Viger, Narcisse Lamotte, André Lacroix, 
A. E. Bardy, Joseph Baugrette, Dominique Lavallée, Louis Mon
jean, junr., Louis Monjeau, seur., Joseph Ménard, Joseph Pepin, 
Auc•ustus Blanchette, Ambroise Choquette, Antoine Forté, François 
Hebert, Toussaint Beauvouloir, Pierre L'Heureux, Felix Beaulac, 
Pierre Legros, Narcisse Sa bourier, Jose ph Thillé, Eusebe Durocher, 
Jacob V e!ludry, J eau Bte. Leduc, Olivier Lussier, Joseph Daigneau, 
Gédéon Plante, Joseph Bellemarre, Charles Martin, Pwrre Lussier, 
François Larose, François Bachant, François Lemire, Toussaint 
Lachapelle, Joseph Fortin, Constant Anthier, Hubert Raineau, 
Louis Chi cou Duvert, Antoine Barsaloue, O. S. Cherrier, Toussaint 
Pelletier. 
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Chap. right wing of the 85th Regimen , under Lieutenant 
xxxrx Colonel Mansell, left Halifax on the 6th November, 
~via Windsor, 45 miles from that town, embarking at 

· the latter place for St. Johns, New Brunswick, where 
they landed a few da ys after, and immediately pro
ceeded for Quebec. This winter march by those 
three regiments, who in their progress through New 
Brunswick were every where, by the inhabitants 
universally, well received, cheered, and assisted on
ward, was performed without the least casualty. It 
is due to the inhabitants of the parishes between St. 
André and Quebec through which the troops had 
to pass on their progress hither, also to state, that, 
notwithstanding the apprehension and distrust enter
tained of their disposition and fidelity towards the 
Government, by reason of the disaffection so generally 
diffused throughout the Province, every mark of 
loyalty and attention to the ir convenience, comfort and 
progress that could be desircd, was uniformly shewn 
them. Nothing, indeed, could exceed the hospitality 
everywhere signally manifested towards the soldiery 
by the French Canadian yeomanry, (habitants,) on the 
whole route from St. André to Que bec, a virtue which 
has at all times been characteristic of this kind and 
moral people. The first division of the 43rd Regiment, 
from New Brunswick, crossed from Pointe Levi to 
Que bec on the 28th December. The second division 
reached Pointe Levi on the 30th December, thosc of 
the two other Regiments, the 34th and 85th, follow
ing in succession at short intervals. The navigation 
of the St. Lawrence between Quebec and Montreal 
this season, providentially for the loyalists, remained 
open until the lOth Dccember, an unusually late 
period, by reason whereof the Government was ena
bled to forward military stores and supplies to Mon
treal by water, which otherwise could not, pcrhaps, 
have been conveyed in safety thither from Quebec. 

The failure of the patriotic cause at St. Charles, 
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and the likelihood of its speedy total suppressal, now Chap. began to produce sorne "loyal manifesta6ons," as xxxxx they were termed, from the French Canadian popu-~ ]ation. Quebec, where the glow of exultation at · Colonel Go re' s defeat and rctreat from St. Denis bad been manifest on every patriotic visage for a short season, was, nevertheless, the first, it seems, to set the example. An address from the inhabitants of the suburbs St. Roch, signed by 700 individuals, was presented, on the 4th December, to Lord Gas-ford, in the terms following :-

" To His Excellency, &c., &c. 
" W e, the undersigned, Her Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, inhabitants of the city and county of Que bec, be lieve that it is our duty, in the cri ti cal circumstances in which this Province is placed, most respectfully to approach Y our Excellency, to assure you of our inviolable attachment to Her 1\fajesty's Government, and our determination to maintain unimpaired the rights and privileges, institutions and laws which we enjoy under the protection of the British Crown ; and at the same time to deplore the conduct of a portion of our countrymen who have suffered themselves to be led to the commission of acts subversive of the law and the public peace; and we also express the hope and wish that the paternal exhortations contained in Your Excellency's Proclamation of the 29th N ovember last, may produce the effect of bringing back those who have gone astray, as weil by a sense of duty as gratitude for the generons oblivion which Your Excellency bas promised them. This disposition to indulgence to our countrymen, for which we express our grateful acknowledgments toY our Excellency, affords us an assurance that the high functions with which Y our Excellency is invested, will not fail to be exercised towards ail, 
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Chap. so as to temper the rigour of the law in so far as the 
XXXIX interests of the empire will permit. 
~ " W e submit the foregoing declarations with the 

· grea ter confidence, as we find in Y our Excellency' s 
Proclamation before referred to, grounds of hope that 
those grievances ofwhich the country bas complained, 
which have not yet been removed, will be gradually 
redressed. 

" W e further pray that Y our Excellency would be 
pleased to cause to be laid at the foot of the Throne, 
this expression of our sentiments towards Rer Ma
jesty's Government. 

" With these sentiments and hopes, we shall ever 
pray for Y our Excellency's happiness." 

To this His Excellency answered :

"GENTLEMEN,-! cannot receive but with plea
sure, at a conjuncture like the present, this public 
avowal of your loyalty towards our Most Gracious 
Queen, and of your attachment to the connexion so 
advantageously subsisting between this Province and 
the British Empire. 

" While deploring with you, as I do most dccply 
and sincerely, the criminal acts that have led to the 
calamitous and desolating scenes which have so re
cently taken place in another district, it is to me a 
source of great satisfaction to know that so large and 
respectable a portion of the urban population of this 
district, disapprove and disavow the illegal conduct 
and proceedings of the authors of such acts, and are 
resolved zealously to second the firm determination 
of the Executive Government to resto re and main tain, 
by every means at their disposai, the public tran
quillity, and that harmony and good feeling between 
all classes of Rer Majesty's subjects so indispensable 
to their happiness and prosperity. 

" By cultivating and widely disseminating the 
sentiments and principles which yon have this day 



arahons i.~ 
~our txœ:. 
roundsof~~
tr)hascom 
~ will be .-

) ' 

\ce\\enn 
, footoftbe 

towanh~ 

opes1 we'1 

pine .~~ 

ed:
e11e but ~ 

~ presen~ ,. 
oud[~ 
toilic~ 

reenthl3fu 

499 

spontaneously come forward to declare .:ou w-ill be t hap. advance the abjects that aU true fi.·.iend of the com- m munity must have at hcart · and be a ured that the ~ only real securit' that ociet~ po es e again t the •· horrors and mi erie in eparable from inte~tine commotion, is a ready and re~pectful obedience to the laws." 
The Constitutional A ociation of :Montreal i sued on the 13th December the followino- Adùre~s :-

'' AnDREss oF THE CoK TITDTIO~ T .AL A ociATIO~ T oF THE CITY oF l\fo~ TTREAL TO THE b-HA.BITAXTS oF THE Sr TER CoL03IE . 
" \Vhen edition and rebellion ha-ç-e boldly proclaimed themsel-ç-e , in the most populou and pro~perous portions of this once contented and apparently loyal Province, and when anarchy and confu~ion have set the laws at defiance, and outraO'ed the harmony and quiet of ociallife, the que tion naturally arises, to what circumstance of oppre- .ion, or to what unredres ed grievance ~uch a calam.itou~. tate of things is to be ascribed. 
"The Constitutional A ociation of thi city, bas undertaken the important duty of an werinO' the enquiry, and of explaining to the inhabitants of our Sistcr Colonies, as succinctly a the nature of the subject will admit, the real cause of tl c di content which has called into being the active di t.urban"c at present, mo t unhappily, and at the ame timc most unj ustifiably, existinO' i Lowcr .~anada. "At the conquest of the Province of Qucbcc by the British arros, the greater proportion (fit inhabitants chose to remain in the rovince, tru f n , to the genera ity of their conqu ror , rather than to return to the country of their ance tors ; tl e b · rn · British subjects by the mere fact of tl cir pro ·ir ·i· residence, and sub equent civil and pol if Ccl e-factions con-6 rred upon them, demo tratc t 
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Chap. well-placed trust in the gcnerosity of the British 
xxxix Governroent. 
~ " The full exercise of their religions worship, the 

· complete enjoyroent of their ancient civil laws, and 
the undisturbed use of their native language, ·were 
aroong the number of civil and social privileges guar
anteed to them; and political privileges, of equal 
extent to those enjoyed by the British provincial in
habitants, were, in addition, subsequently bestowed 
upon them. 

" The uncongeniality of the French laws, as a sys-
tem of provincial civil jurisprudence, with the spirit 
and feelings of British settlers, and their expressed 
desire for a change from the petty tyranny of a 
Governor and Council, to the freedoro of a Repre
sentative Provincial Governroent procuredstillgreater 
advantage for the French Canadians. In the year 
1791, the division of the Province of Que bec into the 
two separate Provinces of Lower Canada and Upper 
Canada, was carried into effect, and a Constitution, 
essentially siroilar to that of the Parent State, was 
conferred upon each, whilst, at the same time, uni
versai suffrage was, in effect, granted to their in-
habitants. 

"It was conceived that this measure, by which 
one division should consist, as rouch as possible, of 
those who were well inclined to the English laws, 
and the other, of th ose who were attached to the 
French laws, was best adapted to put an end to all 
disputes of a legal sort-to reconcile the jarring in
terests and opposite views of the provincial inhabit
ants-to prevent a great degree of animosity and 
confusion, from their rooted opposition of interests 
-and to obviate dissatisfaction from a great ascend
ancy of one party over another in a united Legisla-

ture. 
"Two objections to the measure were, however, 
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a population of foreign ers in a British colon y, and Cha p. that it contained no provision, whereby the inhabit- xxxrx ants of the British Islands should be totally excluded ~ from settling themselves in Lower Canada. ' " The experience of fifty years of separation between the Provinces, and the present insurrcctionary and seditions spirit exhibited in Lower Canada, plainly show how far the advantageous results anticipated from that impolitic and undesired measure have been realized. 
" The possession of the right of almost universal suffrage, and of a numerical popular majority of the provincial constituency, gave the complete command of the Representative branch of the Legislature to the French Canadians, who soon exhibited a perfect knowledge of their advantage, and of that exclusive spirit which has since invariably actuated all their proceedings, and grown in to a firm determination to accomplish their final purposes of the destruction of the interests and rights of the provincial inhabitants of British and Irish origin, and of the provincial connexion subsisting with the Parent State. 
'' A cursory examination of the composition of the IIouse of Assembly, from its establishment, will shew that, with scarcely an exception, no individual of British or Irish origin has been returned to serve as a member ofthat body by a French Canadian majority, unless as a pledged supporter of French Canadian principles; with scarcely an exception, no provincial law has becn passed, how much soever required for the support of the interests or the protection of the rights of the inhabitants of British and Irish origin, and that even these legal exceptions were invariably of a temporary nature, and subject to the capricious pleasure of French Canadian majorities. The spirit of the legislation of that body, will shew that its temporary character was adopted to render the Province the more completely subject to their control, 
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Chap. or to enable them the more easily to take advantage 

xxxrx of their expected predominance, for the abrogation 

~of those very temporary laws which they had been 

· constrained to pass. ':l_1he political principles of that 

body will shew a fixed opposition to British interests, 

not only in their aversion to or rejection of every 

measure, which would tend to the introduction of 

capital and of a British population into the Province, 

as, for example, an effectuai system for the registra~ 

tion of mortgages, and an abrogation of the fèudal 

tenure ; but also in their positive introduction and 

adoption of every measure likely to tend to the pri~ 

vation of British and Irish rights, or to the destruc· 

tion of British and Irish interests, such as the exist

ing county division of the Province, by which the 

British and Irish constituency in the seigniories has 

been complete! y swamped in the greater numbers of 

the French Canadians, and their defeated attempt to 

de prive the ir fellow-subjects of British and Irish ori~ 

gin in the cities, tenants of leasehold property in 

copartnership, from a right of voting for l\iembers of 

the Assembly. The claim of that body, for the sole 

management and disposai of the whole revenue of 

the Province, has constantly had in view the attrac~ 

tion into their own bands of the entire provincial 

authority, and the subjection of the Executive Gov~ 

ernment to their arbitrary will. From their first in

sidious attempt in 1795, to obtain the repeal of the 

permanent appropriation contained in the Act of 

177 4, for the support of the civil government and 

the administration of justice, thereby to subject the 

Executive Government to their good pleasure, for 

any further support than the pittance they then 

agreed to allow, through the whole course of the 

financial difficulties, which they have never allowed 

to slumber, by means of the ir annual supply bill~, 

their difficulties as to the items of that supply, the1r 

resolution in 1822 not to grant permanent sup-
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plies, or supplies during the Sovereign's life, their Chap. delegations to England in 1828, and the whole cate- xXXIx gory of their agitation upon the subject, down to the ~ year 1831, when the full accomplishment of their · long-sought desires was obtained from the good faith of the British Government, by the repeal of the permanent appropriations; their first, last, great object was to obtain possession of the provincial revenues, well knowing that by this means the Government would be cast into their hands. Finally, the detail of the grievances of that body, as representing the opinions of their constituency, the so called great mass of the population, completes the evidence of their exclusive interests : in them will be found, the abrogation of the Charter granted to the British American Land Company, by means of which the Assembly sought to assume the management of the waste lands in the townships, and thereby to prevent the settlement therein of a British and Irish popula-tion ; the repeal of the Tenures Act, by which a commutation of seigniorial tenure may be effected, from their apprehension of its leading to the introduction into the Province of British capital ; their indisposition to encourage the settlement of the townships of this Province, because they are principally inhabited by a British, Irish and American population ; their unwillingness to co-operate with Upper Canada, in the extensive improvements in progress in that Province, by which its settlement and prosperity might be augmented, and like advan-tages might thereby accrue to the British and Irish inhabitauts of Lower Canada; and their pertinacious endeavours to render the Legislative Council elective, because in it alone were to be found the means of opposing their exclusive pretensions, and of protecting British interests. The history of the House of Assembly in its composition, its legislation, its spirit, and political principle, fully establishes the aim 
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Chap. which its members have constantly kept in view, the 
xxxiX aggrandizement of the population of French and the 
~oppression of that of British origin.'' 

· "The recorded testimony of a French Canadian 
leader, and one of the delegates to England, in 1828, 
to represent the grievances of his fellow-countrymen, 
and since that time, their paid agent for similar pur
poses, corroborates the views taken by the Constitu
tional Association ; he declared, in his examination 
before the Canada Committee of the House of Corn
mons, in 1828, that ' the establishment of the English 
law as applicable to property held in the townships 
on the tenure of free and common soccage, would be 
an infringement of the rights belonging to the French 
Canadians, if not done by the Legislature of Lower 
Canada ; that the French laws should be allowed to 
continue ail over the country: that facilities should 
have been given to the French Canadians to settle in 
the '.rownships : that the means of going there should 
have been given to them ; that a system of education, 
according to the notions and ideas of the French 
Canadians, should have been followed; that the de
sire of the French Canadians must necessarily be to 
keep up their own institutions, and to preserve their 
laws in evcry part of the country; that the Legisla
tive Council should be composcd of men who would 
side with the mass of the people, and, in effecting this 
latter arrangement, that its natural effect would be 
to secure the means of extending the French laws 
and the French Canadian system over Lower Canada.' 

"In the full and complete security of their persons 
and property, in the free and unrestr.i.cted enjoyment 
of their religions worship, their ancient civil laws, 
their native and beloved language, and of an equality 
of rjghts and privileges in the provincial represe?~a
tive govcrnment with their fellow-subjects of Bnt1sh 
and Irish origin, in possession, moreover, of a .n~
merical popular majority, the French Canadian& 
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could have no sympath~es in common with people of Chap. 
another race and speaking another langua.se, no in- :xxxxx 
ducement to divest themselves of prejudices dcar to ·--,..
them alike from the associations of country and the 1837· 
recollections of life, orto abandon habits and customs 
which they cherished and to which they were firmly 
attached, for the questionable advantages to be ob
tained from assimilation with strangers, whom they 
were taught to disregard ; and the natural conse
quence has been, th at, in proportion as the French 
Canadian population bas increased, those evils have 
likewise increased, until the repugnance to British 
interests and British connexion has finally assumed 
the form of open and declared rebellion. 

'' The French Canadian population were th us not 
only nationally inclined to mark their active opposi
tion to their fellow-subjects of British and Irish ori
gin, but they have been taught to consider them as 
strangers and trespassers upon their soil; they have 
been taught to fe el towards them none of those kin dl y 
sympathies which unite together subjects of the same 
country and possessors of the same rights; they have 
in fine been taught to believe themselves oppressed 
by their fellow-subjects of British and Irish origin, 
and to imagine that they possessed the power of ex
pelling their oppressors. Overlooking moral feeble
ness in physical capability, desperate men made an 
open livelihood by infiuencing the population of 
French origin to acts of violence; missionaries of in
surrection, by their own example, ostentatiously 
shewed to them the manner of setting the laws at 
defiance ; and individuals loaded with every species 
of personal contempt, aggr~vated a local. pressure 
into popular tumult, or emblttered an ummportant 
grievance into bloodshed. In all cases, the object 
was attained, active disconten was introduced into 
the passive population, and noon-day meetings gra
dually ripened into sedition and rebellion. 

w 
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Oh&p. " It is this exclusive French Canadian spirit alone 
.xxxrx which has given rise to ali the ùiscontent existing in 
__,_... this Province, it is this which bas in fact made the 

183'1 . f . 1 . . d f 1 .. questwn one o natwna ongm an not o po 1tlcal 
party, in it is to be discovered the source of ali the 
disturbances which have brought sedition and rebel
lion in their train, and in it alone is to be found a 
full and complete answer to the en quiry, to what 
causes the present unhappy condition of this Province 
is to be ascribed. 

"This conclusion is borne out by the text-book of 
the complaints of the French Canadian Representa
tives, adopted in 1834, the famous ninety-two Reso
lutions of the Ho use of Assembly, in which will be 
found a detail of grievances and abuses which that 
body knew to be either altogether redressed, or in 
active course of being so ; reference is therein prin~ 
cipally bad to those which have been alluded to, the 
introduction of the elective principle into the com
position of the Legislative Council, the abrogation of 
the Tenure Act, and the disposai of the whole re
venue of the Province ; the two former have been 
most wisely refused, the latter as unwisely granted. 
By the ir own admission, the re fore, no real oppression 
exists in the Province, and no real grievance, con
sistent with the preservation of British supremacy, 
remains unredressed. 

" The French Canadian leaders have endeavoureù 
to excite the sympathy of the citizens of the United 
States, and of the professed republicans in Upper 
Canada, in behalf of themselves and their fellow· 
countrymen, by constantly appealing to their assist
ance for the support of popular institutions and 
popular rights, as if their real views were republican, 
and as if that form of government were favoured by 
the French Canadian population. It is sufficient to 
meet this fallacious inference with a direct deniai, as 
being contrary to fact, and to the habits, feelings 
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and customs of that population, and as being alto- Cha.p. gether disproved by the evident principle of ali the xrxrx measures which have been proposed or approvcd by ~ the French Canadian population, or its Representa- · tives in Provincial Par1iament assembled. These plainly shew that their vie\YS did not extend beyond the means of securing their own exclusive designs and intentions. 
" Although hitherto the voice of supplication in favour of British and Irish provincial grievanccs has been unheeded, amidst the clamour of an insurrec· tionary faction, these loyal subjects still confidently trust in the magnanimity of the lVIother Country, and still anticipate from her justice an entire redress of their unmerited and patiently endured grieYances. '' It is in the mi dst of disorder and disturbance, that the Constitutional Association of this city presumes to daim the sympathies of the inhabitants of the Sister Colonies, and thcir assistance, if reqnired, for the protection of the rights and privileges of British subjects, and the maintenance of the connexion of the Province with the l\1other Country. 

" PETER l\1'GILL, Chairman. 
" 'Vl\L BADGLEY, Secretary. 

" Montreal, Dec. 13, 1837 ." 

P. S -The events at St. Denis and St. Charle~, as given in the foregoing chapter, are taken from official anù other sources-such us I deem can be relied upon-and which, bearing the impress of truth, have not been publicly contradicted by the patriots them~;elves. But, never having seen their version of those occurrences, I took thf: liberty, while attcnding my parliamentary duties at Toronto, in July, 1851, which a long and intimate acquaintance with Dr. W olfreù Nelson, then M. P. for Richelieu, 1 thought might justify me in hazarding, to request of him a sketch of the atfair at St. Denis, in which he bad taken so prominent a part, in order that I might give it ft place as matter of history in the present work. To this, Doctor Nelson made no objection, and at once, with characteristic frankness, acceded, assuring me that, upon his return borne, he would take a leisure moment to throw together his reminiscences of this painful matter, and transmit them tome 
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Cha with leave to make such use of them as t might think fit. ln 
:xxxE;. December following, I receiveù from him a letter enclosing th P. 

._.,.._... f~llow.ing statement _by one of his family, fro~ notes furnished by 

1837 
hm~sel~, and ~polog1zmg fo~· ~he basty and nnperfect manner in 

· wh1ch Jt was composed, desmng also that I would freely use the 
pmning knife in retrenching any partI might think aùvisable, and 
m l;articular anything laudatory of him or his actions, which I was 
to attribute not to any unprofitable wish to see himself applauded, 
but solely to the natural partiality of the one who had held 
the pen for him on the occasion. He observes-" ~houluyou 
decm any part of the rapid sketch l herewith send you, worthy 
of notice, you are quite at liberty to use it as you may think 
proper. If I had any cho.ice in the matter, I would pr~:fer that 
part ·whcre mention is made of the causes that impelled me to 
assume the attitude I took in the politics of the country very 
many years before the ' rumpus' in 1837. Y ou will fmd it to be 
indeed a ' plain unvarnished tale,' .in which I have not attempted 
to extelluate the position I adopted on any occasion, however 
rouch I may deplore certain of the incidents that accompauied it." 
It is scarcely necessary to observe, en passant, tbat I have not 
thought lit to exercise the license given me by Dr. Nelson, nor to 
change one word in the concise narrative he was so good as to 
fa v or me with, which indeed I could not improve, and that, as coming 
di rectly from him, must be interesting to the reader as explanatory 
ol his motives, as well as of his actions. lt will not be irnputed to 
me, I trust, for mere egotism, if I continue the quotation from the 
Doctor's letter on the occasion, there being passages in my o\vn 
lite, as the reader may have remarlœd in a previous volume of this 
work, ·which render the Doctor's tcstimony of sorne value tome. 
4 ' I have had," he continues, "the satisfaction of bcing intimately 
acquaiuted -..vith you, for the last 45 years, and, notwithstanding 
that we have been the very antipodes of eacl1 other in politiral 
lite, still l feel persuaded you have accordcd to me t.bat mecd of 
justice which I han ever cordially conceded to you, viz., a periect 
sinceriiy and an entire personal disinterestedncss in aU your views 
ar.d procef:dings, and I am equally W{'ll satisfied that you would 
hail with as great delight as I would, every occurrence that could 
contribute to the prosperi.ty and happiness of this our common 
country, than ·wl!ich the British Crown bas not a more valuable 
appendage, and wlùch, under the present form of governrrient, if 
duly appreciated, can have nothing to covet or envy in any other 
country under heaven ; no, not even in the hallowed land of our 
fathers. I have taken the liberty of enclcsing the account ·which 
my fricnù Mr. Thomas S. Brown bas gi ven of his participation in 
the transactions at St. Charles, when Colonel Wetherall marched 
upon that place. This is l.ikewise entirely at your disposai." I 
consequentJy avaH myself of the reports of those two gentlemen, 
which, from the part they took in "the troubles" of 1837, will very 
probably interest the reader. Doctor Nelson has lived to become, 
from a proscribed patriot, a favourite and functionary of the Govern
ment, and, in the opinion of ali men, one eminently adapted to fill, 
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with credit to himself and advantage to the country, the important Ch 
office conferred upon him by Lord"'Elgin, on the aùvice of Mr. La- xx:rP;. 
fontaine while Premier. R. C. 

~r.ief narration of Dr. Wolfred Nelson's participa~ion in tha 
poht1cs and "troubles," that lately occurred in Lower Canada. 

" The country having been deprived of its Legislature, and its 
funds being expended in a manner, over which it held not the 
smallest control, increasetl beyond measure the dissatisfaction un der 
which it had labon•d for very many years, produ('ed by acts of the 
Imperial and Colonial authorities, in which the Canadian people 
not only had no participation, but which were consummated in di
re~t opposition to their most clearly and energetically expressed 
will, and likewise in the most flagrant violation of their constitu
tional rights and privileges; the measure of colonial vassallage 
co!'lsequently seemed full even to overliowing. A tacit su bmission to 
th1s state ofthings would have stamped the country (for the reformers 
who had ever protested against that pernicious system, constituted 
at least nineteen-twenti~hs of the whole population,) with a mean 
~nd cowardly character, when it assumed a determined attitude, or 
Jt would have warranted the inference that their oft-repeated corn
plaints, resulted from a factions disposition, or were not based on 
any act of tyranny from those in power. 

" A bold, constitutional, and truly British feeling- pervaded every 
bosom, public meetings were held in every village, parish and 
eounty, especially in the opulent and populous district of Montreal, 
but the entire Province felt this last and desperate attack upon their 
few remaining liberties (the Russell Resolutions) most acutely. On 
the 23rd of October, 1837, was held in the village of St. Charles, on 
the river Richelieu, by far the largest meeting that ever was convencd 
in Canada. It consisted of an assemblage of the iuhabitants ofthe 
TI\"C counties bordering on the Richelwu, and at the requcst of a 
deputation from the county ofl' Acadie to be admitted into the con
vention .. it was afterwards called the 'Assembly of the six Conn
tics.' 

" Men of distinction, both by wealth and political influence, from 
various parts of the Province, 'Nere present, and addressed the vast 
collection of hardy yeomanry, explaining in plain and emphatic 
language, the multitudinous grievances that >Y cre sapping the rights 
and prosr,·cts, and the very constitution of the country. Resolutions 
of a stern and dt'ciderl character were adopted with the utmost cn
thusiasm. lt must be observed, ho·wever, that white it vvas tl1e 
object of the leaders to cmploy the most unequivocal terms of rc
monstrance, it was not their intE-ntion to overstep the limits of legi· 
timate discussion an,l reproval, knowing full well that the very 
worst interpretation would be given to their proceedings, whereby 
accusations of sedition might be fabricated for the purpose of tor
menting, if not violently punishing, ' the audacious men for their 
treason' against, not the Mother Country, nor against the law of 
the land, for it was well known that this \'l'as never contemplated, 
but in tru th and sole! y, for their opposition to the miserable handful of 
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Ohap place-men and place-hunters, constituting the most odious oligarchy 
XXXI • that ever insulted and oppresscd a country, aml forc€d it to assume 

x a position of self-defcnce. No, the avovved object was to make a 
1837 profound impression on the English Government, that it might at 

' · last adopt sorne efficient and constitutional procceding for the remo
val of the abuses that were incensing every heart, and the tolera
tian of which, rouch longer, \vou Id entirely estrange the affections 
of one of the most loyal and nu merous sections of the colonists. 

" V ain and nugatory hop es ! the bureaucracy deemed the ti me at 
last arrived for them to persecute, punish and plunder those whom 
they had goaded to desperation ; and that they now had a fine op
portunity of venting their rancour and hatred, while justifying their 
conduct on the score of loyalty and devotion to England! They 
knew well that the country had made no preparations, not even for 
self-defence, and far less for attack and aggression. But they would 
compel the people to take up arros and assume a defensive attitude 
for their lives and properties, and then style this movement a rebel
lion against the Crown of En gland! For many weeks the most injuri
ous and violent language filled the Government press, and threats of 
dire vengeance were uttered at every street-corner. Persons were 
named who were to be the first immolated, and the first victim to 
Tory wrath was public! y announced to be the Hon. L. J. Papineau, 
who, for a long series of years, had, by all parties, been lookcd 
upon as the greatest politicalleader in Canada He was urgently 
requested, by a large number of frienès, to leave the city, as his 
life was in hourly jeopardy; and in this request, to the honor of a 
few of the less implaeable Tories, let it be said, they joined in 
the intimation with an earnestness that was worthy of all com
mendation. No doubt of the propriety of the step could be enter
taincd, for, a short time previously, a magistrate, distinguishecl alike 
for his violence, and unrclenting hatred of his brother Canndians
for he was one by birth, or at !east from infancy-and of all of liberal 
principles, headed a mob of hot political partizans, broke into the 
Vindicator newspaper office, destroyed the press and material , 
sacked the house, &c., and accomplishcd all this at noon-day, with 
a recklessness and vociferation that caused the most intense alarm 
to every peaceable and well-disposed citizen. It is almost incredi
ble that the scene of this violence was in the immediate vicinity and 
in the presence of the military main guard-house; and that this 
shocking outrage, instead of meeting with due reprehension, or even 
a semblance of investigation, was, on the contrary, styled an act of 
Jaudable heroism and distinguished loyalty ! ! .Mr. Papineau very 
properly left the city the ensning night, accompanit:d by a few 
friends, and took refuge on River Chambly. 

" A few days subsequently, a detachm 'nt of hYenty Volunteer 
Cavalry was sent to St. Johns, fvr the purpose of capturing-for 
it could not be termed an arrest-t'wo distinguished citizens of that 
place, who had been guiLty of the heinous crime of attending the 
meeting of the Six Counties, and had moved, or seconrled, sorne of 
the resolutions! In the dead of the night their doors were forceù 
open with such disturbance and violence as to have attracted the 
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nohce of the neigh bours, a few of whom mounted their horses, and Chap 
spread the alarm throughout the country as far as Longueuil. The x:u:r~ 
prisoners were manacled, and, to enhance the humiliation of their .._.,.._. 
condition, cords were tied about their necks. AU this vanclalism, 1837 let it be remembered, was perpetrated without any warrant or • 
mandate from the recognized authorities. The victims were then 
driven to Chambly, and thence towards Montreal by the Longueuil 
road, through a very populous country, as if for the very purposeof 
exultation and provocation. When the cavalcade had nearly reached 
the borders of the St. Lawrence, it was summoned to halt, by a 
small party of Canadians, who promise<.! to convey the prisoners 
to gaol, but wonld not submit that their respectable fellow-country-
men should be taken to Montreal in the condition of felons. This 
demand was responded to by a volley from the pi stols of the cobort, 
which was as promptly returned by a fire from a few fowling-
pieces, which brought one of the leading horses of the wagon to 
the ground, thus effectually preventwg the further progress of the 
velùcle, while, at the same time, the Captain of the party was 
wounded in the cheek. This ' retort courteous ' at once put the 
troopers to their utmost speed, who thus left the liberated pri-
soners in the hands of their gallant rescuers. They were found 
seated on the bare boards of the wagon, confined in a most painful 
posture, and suffering from intense cold, and from the tightness of 
the cords and irons with wlùch they were bound, even round their 
necks! 

" This chivalrous achievement of a few young Canadians was her
alded as the opening of the "rebellion," and it was stated that the 
whole country had risen in arms! A day or two subsequently, 
two bodies of troops were ordered to scour the banks of the Riche
lieu River: one to ascend from Sorel; the other to descend from 
Chambly ; and both were to meet at the village of St. Charles, 
where Mr. Papineau's foilowers had located themselvès in the 
bouse of the Hon. Mr. Debartzch. Thcre, it was thought, they 
would be enabled to capture all the men of note in that district, as 
weil as those gentlemen from Montreal who had sought safety in 
the environs. Information of the contemplated movement was con
veyeù to Dr. Wolfred Nelson, at St. Denis, and at about one o'clock, 
in the morning, an otficer of the army, in disguise, was arrested in 
the latter village, as he was proceeding to apprize the detachment 
from Chambly, of the approach ofthat from below."' The alarm 

• NOTE BY DR NELSON.-11 It has been stated that this officer was 
'barbarously murdered by the re bels 1' and for sorne time, this cruel 
accusation was credi teù by th ose who were ignorant of the facts th at 
led to his untimely and most disastrous end. The circumstances at
tendant on this lameutable occurrence are as follows :-A gentleman 
in colored clothes was brought to Dr. N elson's ho use at about 1 A. M., 
on the day of the battle. After sorne reluctance he acknowledged 
th at his name was W eir, and that he was a Lieutenant in the 32nd 
H.egiment. Appearing fatigued and cold, Dr. N. ordered his ser
vants to place before lùm some refreshments, which he declined, 
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Ch was spread, and at about 6 A. M., sorne ninety or a. hundred inhabi-
ap. tants of the neighborhood rushed to the Doctor's succour. He went 

XXXIX . to reconnoitre the position of the assailants, and the morning was 
~ so hazy and dark, that he gallope<i almost into the mi dst of the ad-

. vancing troops, and had barely time to make good his retreat. To 
retard the progress of the menacing host, Doctor Nelson contrived 
to break down several bridges, thus giving himself time for rallying 
the people, and for making preparations to receive his opponents in 
hostile at-ray. The Doctor told his friends that he did not wish 
to corn pel any one to stand by him, but that, in the event of a col
lision occurrmg, he expected that those who remained with him, 
would defend themselves courageously: that he had no cau.se to 
regret or fear any deed which he had performed, as a public man, 
and was disposed to meet any accusations that might be openly 
and legitimately brought agamst him; but reminded them also, 
that he would never submit to be treated as Mr. Demaray, and Dr. 
Davignon, of St. Johns, had been, a few days before, and that, if 
summoned to surrender, in compliance with the usages of the laws, 
he would at once acquiesce and surrender himself. But, instead 
of a visit from the Sheriff,-the Doctor's personal and intimate 
friend-or of one of his Deputies, the summons vouchsafed him 
was a cannon-baH, which killed two of his fricnds near him. It 
was then, and not till then, that the Doctor told his companions that 
'their lives were sought after, and that they must sell them as 
dearly as they could; to be steady, take good aim, lose no 
powder, and all attend to their duty, their self-preservation;' 
this was at a few minutes after 9, A. M. The second shot killed 
three men, the falling of one of whom brought the Doctor to 
the ground. The contest lasted with more or less vigor till abont 

but accepted of sorne whiskey punch. He was urgerl to retire to 
bed and repose, but he preterred sitting up. Thrce respectable 
persona were desired to keep him company, and ofthese one was Dr. 
Kimber, of Chambly, ùistinguished alike for his warm-heartedness 
and his bravery. Mr. Weir was told that he must submit to be 
detained in custorly for a few hours, but that he would be perfectly 
safe, and !:hould be treated with respect and kindness, such as 
the Doctor said, he would wish to receive were he himself a 
prisoner, which might be the case in a very short time. Nothing 
more came under the immediate knowledge of Dr. Nelson, after he 
left his house to meet the aùvanring force. Previous to going, he 
gave .Mr. Weir in charge of three elùerly and trustworthy habitans, 
with injunctions to prevent his escape, but to ùo this with mildness. 
However, on hearing the firing, at a short distance, which occurreJ 
from the conflic> of the soldiers and patriots, the Lieutenant made 
efforts to leave the bouse, whereupon his guards, without any 
orders to that effect, put him into a carriage to take him to the camp 
at St. Charles. As the unfortunate prisoner and his escort rrached 
the upper part of the village of St. Denis, he jumped i11to the road, 
and struck at his guards. A scuffie ensued, and a couple of persons 
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4, P. M., when Captain Markham, of the 32nd Foot, most gallantly Chap he.tcliug his company, made n. despemte rush to pn.ss an old 1~ store, on the very cdgc of a stecp bank, which effectually prevcnted xxx the troops from gettillg behind the Doctor's }JJsition-an object that ~ haù becn proviJcd against by placing scven or eight men in the • etore, and who, by an active tire through the crevices between the timbcrs, frustrated every attcmpt that was made to turn this impor-tant point; but ju:ot as the Captain, aftcr reiterated attempts, was about to effect hi13 purpose, he was severely wounded by se veral shots from a large builùing erected on a wharf pr~jecting beyoud the store. Six good matksmeu haù been stationecl in the thirù st,n·y, and succcssfully commanded this point. The Ca.ptain's followet·s seized him and carried him ft·om the spot, after which the firing nearly ceaseù, and in about half an hour the trocps withdrcw. " It could never be accmately ascertained whllt the loss of the besiegers was, but it mu-.t have bcen considerable ft·om the constant eff0rts that were made to pass the store alluded to aboveno man appearing there but was brought to the ground. With the exception of th ose killed at this point, the loss was sligbt; the misct·able 'fusils' of the habitans 11ot bcing able to do much execution save at a short distance. Five soldiers, sEwerely wouuderl, were left hehind, of whom the utmost care wns takeu; indeed, it was delightful t0 sec with what kindness anù benevolence they were tren.teù by th ose against who rn, but a few moments ago, they were arrayed in hostile strife. The soldiers, themselves, have Pver since been louà in theit· praises of the demeanor exhibited towards them, a sentiment at once characteristic of the generosity a•1cl honOJ' of the BI·itish solclier. A twelve-pound bmss cannon, with its ammuuition carriage, ô..c., wus also abanùoncù ou the fie.lù. 

proceeding to the spot where the contest was already becoming warm,--one armed with a sabre, and anothcr with a gun, attacked Mr. Weir, who was said to be a spy, and iu the exciteruent vf the fray inflicteJ mortal wounds up'm him. Thus, through his own imprudence and rashness, to say the least, was this fine young man killed, almost before he had attaineù complete manhood. When Dr. Nelson beard of this sad event, he expressed his utter abhorcnce of it, and most severely blamed :md reproached those who had been concerned in it, saying thal, 'being three in numbe:·, they could easily have secured their pl'isoner,' aud it is mere justice to thcse inclividuals to mention tktt, on reflection, they tlXpressed in the most poign"nt terms theirrcgretaml sonow of th<"ir precipitancy. U nder the stGpid imp1·ession th at the catastrophe eould be concealed, some persons maJe a. ho1e, in the J.right, on the hc.:!.ch of the river, n.nd thore bmieù the body of the unfortunate gentleman. 
'' It is ùuc to historical truth to gi ve the above outline of an ncc:ùcnt that cm;t the profounùest gloom over a large community, ü.eluùin:.; D~·. Ndsnn and his fri('ncls,-au occun·en('e which, nntil the 2w 
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Chap "It is but simple justice toward the Doctor to state thnt, during the 
xxxi~ l!!trife, bis soul was sorely rent, not by any pusillanimous senti

ments for bis personal safety, n.lthough a thousand hallowed tics 
~ rendered li fe most dear to hlm; but bis di stress to a degree almost 

· beyond bis endurance, arose frcm the circumstance of his being 
forced into battle againt the soldiers of England-the land of his 
honored and venerated Father's. Had he been placed side by side 
and acting in concert with the troops, in resisting a common foe, 
bis emotions would have partaken of exultation and delight. But 
to be placed in warlike opposition to them was grievous, indeed, to 
his heart. The retreat of his assailants gave hlm but little satis
faction; nay he bad a weight upon hlm that he could not dissipate, 
and which would have proved insupportable, bad it not been for 
the conviction that he was acting in obedience to laws far more 
supreme than those of self-preservation. 

'' Shortly after the withdrawal of the troops, the Doctor calledhis 
friends around him for consultation and advice, saying to them; 
'W e have now passed the Rubicou-our very lives are at stake
there is no altemative: even a mean, cringing submission will 
scarcely protect us from every kind of ignominy, insult and in
jury, worse to bear than death itself, if, indeed, this event do not 
befall us at once. "\V e see, now, but the painful necessity of 
taking up arros in good earnest, and manfully awaiting the occur
rences wbich our attitude may provoke ; still, it may happen 
that terms will be offered us, wbich it might be equally prudent 
and honorable to accede to." Wbilst preparing a course of ùe
fence in consonance with these sentiments, the upper division of 
the militm'Y expedition attacked the encampment at St. Charles, 
which, it must be confessed, was far less favorably stituated to 

real fucts of the case were known, naturally excited unusualre
gret and coudemnation." 

NOTE BY THE AuTBOR.-Without any desire to be censorious, it 
is in like manner due to historie truth, that I, also, should subjoin 
a fcw remarks of my own on this subject. 

The above, as far as it goes, is, no doubt, in accordance with 
facts; but it avoids-very pardonaùly, I am willing to admit-the 
cruel cit·cumstanccs and manner in which Lieutenant \Veie was 
putto death, and is evident] y intended to be palliative of this most 
atrocious and revolting homicide (never contemplated, I am very 
certain, by Doctor Nelson, to whatever liabilities, in a legal or 
moral sense, he may have subjected hirme1f by muking the unfor
tuuute gentleman a prisoner), and I therefore cunnot allowit to pass 
without observing, that I do not, nor will my readers, I imagine, 
finù in it one solitary exteuuating circumstance of the guilt of tho'C 
who, in cold blood, slew poor W eir. His arms w~re tightly boum!. 
with a rope previous to, or on his being put into a cart, or calèe~e, 
for conveyance to St. Charles-consequently any assault, so pm
ioned, that he could possibly make on his guards, cunnot have b~en 
formidable; and it was in this defenceless state, ~tfter--on heat·IOg 
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resist the attack than was St. Denis. The assault was successful: Chap the soldiers swept ali before them, and a general panic ensued,- :XXXI~ the result of which was, that Dr. Nelson, at St Denis, soon found .._...,__ himself totaliy abandoned, save by a few staunch friends, seven or 1837 eight in ali. Their sole safety now manifestly lay in flight, and they • immediately started on their way to the United States, through the dense forests intervening. On coming to a very rapid stream, the Doctor cro sed it with rouch di:fficulty, and nearly perished in so doing. His companions then took another direction, but as ali the avenues leading out of the country were guarded, the whole of them were captured, with the exception of General T. S. Brown, Dr. Nelson being the last to yield, after having travelied in the wilder-ness ten days, swimming rivers, sleeping in the snow, without cloak or coverings, and much of the time without food. This was during the :first eleven days of December. The excessive exertions he had made, and the privations he had endured, brought on an at-tack of dropsy after he was lodged in gaol. He had made up his mind from the :first that no favor would be shown him, nor did he on any occasion endeavor to ~allia te his acts. He boldly proclaim-ed his sense of justification rn resisting as he did, and that as the fates were against him, he was prepared for the worst. He con-cei ved that he would be deemed far more cul pa ble thau the French Canadians, whose dissimilarity of faith and origin might plead in extenuation of their acts, but that he, the son of an Englishman and a Protestant, should be found sympathizing with the former, would appear a crime of very great magnitude, and rouch enhanced bythe fact of his having successfully resisted the attack of the troops. "The Doctor told the Attorney General, Sheriff, and other O:fficers who visited the prison, that he would most cheerfully offer himself 

the discharge of musketry-he had leaped, very foolishly, it must be admitted, from the cart in which he was, and under which, when assailed, he vainly sought shelter, that he was mercilessly shot, sabred, hacked and stabbed to death by the monsters, who, as his guards, had him in charge, and of which his mangled body, when found, afforded too many shocking evidences; and all this, it seems, in the presence of a multitude of spectators tamely looking on at this heart-rendiog homicide. It is to be recollected that poor W eir, wh en slain, was al one, in the hands of excited enemies, without one kindred heart among them to sympatbize with him, or feiendly eye to witness and relate the occurrences that preceded and caused his death-that even the facts offered in palliation of the cruelty exercised upon him, and of his assassination, come entirely from those who weee either the actual perpetrators, or tacit accomplices, previous to, ùuring, or after the fact, and who therefore naturally would seek to palliate the appalling deed. W e know, indeed, actuall y nothing of the real facts attendant upon this young gentleman's untimely end, but such as those more or less implicated in it have chosen to give us, in which, however, there is more thau enough of horror to sicken the 
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Ch as a victim on the altar of his country, could he by so ùoing np· 

ap. pease and disarm the bad feelings which rankled in the bo oms of 

xxxJx their political foes against the insurgent , and thcreby be the means 

~ of bringing peace and barmony into the land of his birth. 

' "Next to .Mr. Papineau, for whom, dead or alive, one thousand 

pounds were offered by proc1'Ullation, Doctor \V olfred Nelson 

was assumed to be the man most obnoxious to the ill-will of the 

Tories. This originated in the bold stand he made many years 

previously ngainst :Mr., now Sir Jrunes Stuart, 'when .Attorney 

General, and whom he defeated at the election of the ' Royal 

Borough' of William Henry (Sorel) in 1827; as weil as in the un

compromising ma1mer in which heinvariably condemned the abuses 

of those days, together with his populaüty, which was such that 

he was by acclamation called to preside at the great meeting of the 

Six Counties, on the ~3rd October, 1837. As a most unequivocal 

proof that the Doctor was really disposed to make every sacrifice 

for the quiet of the country, he most cbeerfully met Lord Dur

ham's fr1end, Lient. Colonel Simpson, and placed himself entirely 

at his lordship's disposai--even to the forfeiture of life and liberty 

-in wbich disposition he was nobly seconded by seven of his fellow

prisoners. As this fact, witb its attending circumstances, bas been 

already alluded to elsewhere, it is ncedless to repeat it here. 

" It is but a ba re act of justice to the Doctor and his se ven friends 

to state, that during their exile at Bermuda, as weil as their sojourn 

in the United States, their deportment was manly and independent, 

and that, far from reviling the Imperial Government, they invaria

bly disculpated it of blame. They felt and knew that the English 

authorities were desirous of acting with justice and kindness tc

wards the colonists. They maintained thaL the root andmainspring 

most unfeeling heart. Agreeing with the above, as to the province 

of history in following an impartial and just course, I may add, 

that it also is precisely on that same account, among its :first anù 

sternest duties, fearlessly to stand forth and prominently, but 

faithfully, exhibit, in all their deformity, the excesses that occa

sionally degrade and disgrace the masses, no less than to signalize 

those noble traits of patriotism and humanity-not unknown nor 

unfrequent in Canada-that do honour to and exalt a whole peo

ple. Where is the value of "History," if it is complacently to 

varnish over the vices and the crimes of mankind, and shed a 

meretricious colouring upon hum an foUy, or human guilt, deserYing 

only of execration, and to be shunued by ourselves and those who 

are to follow us~ The event alluded to is no disparagement to 

the established and well-known many excellent qualities of the 

French Canadian character-anything but sanguinary, nay natu

rally hospltable and humane. It constitutes, indeed, a melancholy 

exception, but makes no rule or standard to judge by-proving 

only into what excesses the masses, when excited, may rush, and 

consequent! y the danger of inciting them to courses of devious, or, 

to sa! th:e least of them, questionable poliey R. C. 
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of their oppressions lay entirely in the corrupt set of office-holdcrs, Olap. 
who, like their kin, the old oligarchy in the Thirteen Colonies, were 

1 
IX 

traitorously decciving their Sovereign, anll were, by incessant in- xxx 
jury and insult, forcing the people into disaffection and ultimatel.r ~ 
resistance, as well in vindication of their rirhts and privilegcs as · 
subjects, as in the maintenance of their dignity and self-respect as .. 
men. 

"It has been stated by sorne persans, acruated by a base jealousy 
of the Doctor's decided attiturle in the hour of trial, whilst they 
ignominiously sought safety in flight, that he was in embarrassed 
circumstances and reckless of events; and this opmion has been 
responded toby a few others, as a means of deprecia ting the Doctor's 
position. But it has bcen satisfactorily proven, that, at the time of 
the occurrence just narrated, his business was in a most prosperons 
and promising state ; and that, as regarded pecuniary matters. he 
had every thing to lose in this political struggle, besides being 
hound 1o life by the adamantine ties of the son of a widowed 
mother, a hus band, and fathcr of a nu merous tamil y. If ev er a man 
had cause to chcrish existence, certainly he had reasonable daims 
to such a sentiment. And it is but right to remark, that even the 
most bitter of his opponents have freely acknowledged that he was 
impelled by more Joîty motives than those of personal interest and 
aggrandizement. He is now 60 years of age, and is as acti,·e, 
industrious, and eager in the pursuit of his professional avocations 
as he was thirty years ago, and he has the cheering prospect before 
hi rn. if health anrl prolonged life be vouchsafed him yet a few years, 
of being enabled to vicw the fast-approaching tennination of his 
carccr without the harrowin~ apprehensions of leaving his family 
unprovided for; but, instcad thereof, though not in afHuent circuw
stances, y et in possession of the ordinary necessaries of life. 

" Montreal, November, 1851." 

"Mo:-'<TREAL, 14th November, 1851. 
"Mv DEAR DocToR,-I have been very much gratified with the 

perusal of your manuscript, and have but one fault to :find, which 
1s, that it is written with too much modcsty. It is difficult for a 
man to speak of himself as he should speak, and there is such a 
charge as being so modest as to treat one's own self with disrespect. 
Though the harrassed soldiers were unfit for duty, it was your 
eJtergy alone that kept them out of St. Denis, and the worlù should 
know it. The conspicuous and responsible position in which you 
were placed, should be set forth in correct terms. The Vindicator 
wns destroyed on the 6thNovember, late in afternoon or beginning 
of evening. I wus und er the impression thn.t Mr. Papineau remained 
in town four Ol' five da ys after. W e were tolù, and believed, that 
Demaray and Davignon hud ropes round their necks ; but was it 
really so? • It must not be said, if not certain. In regard to sol-

• It was not so-the Doctor was misinformed-I have the cer
tainty of it fl'om one accompanying the Bailiff who held the warrant 
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diers killed, do the Military admit there were any~ For if not 
Chap. we must be cautious how we assert it positively, without proof, 
XXXIX however strong may be our own impressions. I return herewith 
~the manuscript, but wish to keep the "Lancet" a little longer to 

· read it again. I will endeavor to see you soon, and in mean time 
will Wl'ite my report. 

" Y oms most faithfully, 
"T. S. BROWN." 

" 27th November, 1851. 
';.MY DEAR DocToR,-I enclose you a report of my part in the 

operations on the Richelieu. It is a long thing to read, and yet I 
do not see how I could have condensed more; and there are many 
things left out, that I might not be interminable. By-and-by, if I 
have leisure, I have a mind to Wl'ite a chapter or two of history 
on the proceedings of 1837, which, if I do, I will submit to you. 
It would be what Mr. Christie wants. 

"I enclose his letter to you herewith, and thank you for the 
perusal 

"Yoms truly, 
" T. S. BROWN." 

"MoNTREAL, 25th November, 1851. 
'' DocToR W OLFRED NELSON. 

"MY DEAR Sm,-Fourteen years ago, this day, I was driven 
from St. Charles, and before ail is forgotten, it appears right that 
I should make a report to you of my part in the operations on the 
river Richelieu, in 1837. 

"In the city conflict of the 6th November, 1837, I lost my right 
eye, and got terribly beaten, which confined me to my room till 
the 16th, when I received information that a warrant against me 
for high treason had been issued, and in my ignorance of most that 
had been passing in the last ten days, I determined to set out im
mediately for the States, there to repose, till my strength should 
be recovered. Departing alone, without conferring with any one, 
I arrived at the horseboat (foot of the cmrent) about five o'clock, 
P. M., but found it would not leave for a couple of homs, and then 
to carry troops; upon which, there being no other means of cross
ing, in a night so stormy, I engaged a habitant passing down to 
Pointe aux Trembles, to take me along with him. My new ac-

in virtue of which they were arrested. Their arms were pinioned, 
and they were tied to the bars, of the cart in which they were 
placed for conveyance to Longueuil-bad enough certainly-but 
they were spared the revolting indignity of which Mr. Brown 
very justly doubts, and which I am happy to have it in my 
power to say was not the case. See, also, the statement in French 
by "un Temoin Oculaire, et un des prisonniers"-post. 

R. c. 
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quaintance was very drunk-a sharp north-east snow storm bad set Chap 
in-there was continuai danger of running over the bank, and con- • 
sequently I was obliged to drive, which adding to my exposure, xxxrx 
struck a cold into every limb, and every corner of my body. That Ts;7 
night, after retiring, I suffered the pains of Tophet. ' 

"In the morning I went down to the village of Pointe aux Trem
bles, and from thence crossed to the farm of an habitant named 
Malo, where, most hospitably received, I went to bed, and passed 
the day. In the afternoon I sent for Dr. Du chesnois, of Varennes, 
and returned in a canoe with him. At his bouse I met Rodolphe 
DesRivières, Dr. Gauvin, and sorne others, from whom I learned that 
many warrants, for high treason, were issued, many an·ests were 
made, and many people were flying from home, in ail quarters. 
They also brought intelligence of the rescue of Davignon and 
Demaray at Longueuil. Conversation soon roused us with the reck
less vivacity common to people thrown suddenly upon their natural 
resources, and compeiled to act. At supper I observed: 'Weil, 
the Bail bas commenced, I suppose we must alljoin in the dance. 
' Y es,' said Gauvin, ' W e will turn soldiers-let us go to St. 
Charles, make a prisoner of Debartzch, and establish our camp.' 

" Without further discussion, DesRivières, Gam"În, a brother of 
DesRivières, and myself, set out immediately in two carts, upon 
our expedition. I bad been but once in St. Charles, and knew but 
one person there-two of my associa tes (:V es Ri vi ères and Gauvin) 
were stiil greater strangers. At one place where we stopped in 
the night, there were two taverns, and many people assembled, 
much excited, enquiring why the 'chiefs' were flying? 

" 'Wc have ammunition and gtms,' said they, 'let the Chiefs 
remain with us, and they shail be protected.' W e reached 11r. 
Drolet's at St. Marcs, about day-break, and nfter breakfast croseed to 
St. Charles. I went to Durocher's and laid down, too much broken 
to stand longer. Gauvin collected a smail party of men with 
fusils, put himself at their head, marched up to the Manor bouse, 
and took possession. Debartzch and family were then safe in Mon
treal. Shortly after, a horse was brought for me, and I proceeded 
to take command of the camp, which by evening mustered quite 
a garrison with sentinels posted. The next day being Sunday, 
nothing was done-much to my annoyance. 

" On Monda y we felled the trees round the bouse, and laid up their 
tl'Unks as a barricade round a large area ( enclosing nll our build
ings) which when covercd with earth, would have been bullet 
proof, and formed an out-work to a fort, but never completed, it 
remained a mere log fence. The people from the surrounding 
country, came in great nun1bers, ail enthusia ·tic and ready .to 
devote life and property to the cali of their country; but the chief 
men were, as you remember, with two or three exceptions, absent 
or secreted ; and und er the se circm11stances, i t could not be expeeteu 
that the people would have mueh confidence in operations con
ducted by three young men, of whom they knew nothing, and 
whose personal deficiencies were too visible; Col. Lemay, Simon 
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Ch Lespérance, and two others, were b1·ought in prisoners, and de-
ap. taincd by me. I dirccteù a gua.rù to be placeù over Lespéraucc's 

XXXIx Store, for its protection, and took possession of Spink's Store at 
~ St. Charles, where I placeù a guard topreventplunder. Of provi-

. sions we had abundance, but the wheat was to be ground, and the 
cattle to be killeù, and with no organised Commissariat, or Quar
ter Master's Departmcnt, men who joined, left us for want of food 
merely because we haù no system for distributing it. AU were 
ready to obey, but there was no body to command. In the absence 
of Commanclers or instructors of Squads, no body knew what to 
do, or how to go about it. For myself whatever I might have 
done at another time, I was suflering excruciating agony of body, 
especially through the long nights, and moving in pain through the 
day, I could direct nothing with energy. At a moment wh en ev cry 
thing was required of me, I was fit for nothing. Of ammunition 
wc had sorne half dozen kegs of gun-powder, and a little lead, 
which was cast into bullets; but as the firc-arms were of every 
calibre, the cariridges made, were too large for many, which were 
consequently useless. W e had two small rusty field pieces, but 
with neither carriages nor appointments they were as useless ns 
two logs. 

" 'l'here was one old musket, but not a bayonet. The fire arms, 
were common fusils, in ail conditions of dilapidation, sorne tied to
gether with strings, and very many with the lock-springs so worn 
out, that they could not be discharged. 

" Eucouraged by your masterly defence at St. Denis, we felt no 
alarm at the approach of Col. W etherall. who halted at St. Hilaire 
sorne eight miles distant. On Frida y, the 24th N ovember, the day 
being fine, I reconnoitered the country for sorne dif'bmce up the 
river, to a ravine where thcre was a small bridge, that I oniercd 
to be destroyed, and placed a picket in the Bru.-h wood, near by, 
to fire on Col. \V etherall's ad>ance, should they attempt a recon
struction. I plaeed another party on the sununit of the ravine, 
directing them to erect a strong barricade, from which they coulù, 
with safety, fire on the troops, as they advanceù from below. The 
remainMer of the men I had brought from the camp, I picketed in 
the farm bouses along the roaà, with instructions to turn Ol!t, if 
the troops approached, and fire from behind the wood piles, and 
other safe covers, of which there v.-as abundance along the river 
ban1<. 

"About midnight, the camp was aroused by an alarm, thr.t the 
troops WC!'e coming. Tbose who came from the farthest point up 
the road, had neither heard, or seen them, and I am satisfied the 
alarm was false, bat it was only after I had sent men out into the 
fields, to bi'ing back a report, that no enemy was surrounding u&, 
th~t I could get the people quictc(l. :My arrangements of the pl·e
vious c~ay werc, as I discoveeeù when the troops really diJ appc·n1·, 
completely broken np-for very few who feU back on ihe camp, 
that night, returned to their po::.ts. 

''On the mnrning of the 25th, I mustered my men in camp-they 

1 
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numbered one hundred and nine (109) fusils such as I have de- Chap 
scribed; and I presumcd I could count on 50 more in the village. mx;, 
At this moment I received a written communication sjgned 'Y our...._...,_._.. 
friends below the Rapids,' informing me that Col. W etherall 1837 
having received orders to retire to Montreal, was making prepara- · 
tions for crossing the river, at St. Hilaire. 

" Thus relieved from ali anxiety on that side, I set about organ
izing a Commissariat, and after arranging what was necessary at 
tlie camp, went down to the village, to see how I could get our 
wheat ground into flour. While occupied with this business, in
telligence was brought, that the troops were advancing, and riding 
to the camp, I found that ali my remaining outlying pickets, 
had come m, without waiting for their approach. Collecting 
about thirty of them, I ordered them to return, and proceeding 
with them a mile, or more, came in full view of what appeared about 
400 to 500 Infantry, with two pieces of light-horse artillery, and 
a small party of cavalry. The day was fine, the ground frozen, and 
they, after so good a repose at St. Hilaire, advanced rapidly. I 
ordered my men, as before, to take advantage of wood piles, and 
inequalities of the ground, to :fire on the advance, and left them to 
return to camp. While stopping at one point, to reconnoitre, my 
horse by a sudden turn threw me violently on the rough frozen 
road. He was caught-I mounted again, I know not how, and 
got back to camp. Such a throw, in ordinary times, would have 
un:fitted me from moving an inch. I called the men to their posta
they stepped out manfully, but I do not think the whole 
number exceeded seventy. Then I hurried to the village to bring 
up ali who might be there. The fields were eovered with a com
plete flock of men, women and children, from along the road, who 
were flying before the troops. 

"Just as I turned again towards the camp, a respectable old 
habitant came running up, to say, that he had beon sent by the 
English Commander, to tell us that if we made no nttack on the h-oops, 
they would not hann us. I at once supposed, that followed in the 
rear, by our friends from above, they were seeking a free l?assage 
to Sorel, and determined to send a message in reply; that 1f they 
would lay down their arms, they should pass umnolested. A man 
in the employ of Mr. Durocher, was the only one I eould send-he 
had to go back for bis coat, and then we set out; I instructing 
him as we proeeeded towards the camp. .Arrived within about 
250 yards, at the top of the ravine below the Church, I stopped 
to take breath, and was looking to see what use could be made of 
the ravine, when three round shot passed near me, in quick sue
cession, and as I reined out of the road, down which the :first fire 
was directed, the musketry opened on our camp. To go forward 
was useless, as I could order nothing but a retreat-without it the 
people eommenced retiring. I tried to rally the little squads, my 
only hope being in keeping togetber the fowling picccs we bad 
collected, but :finding after a long trial, my strength and authority 
insufficient, I considered my command gone, turned my horse, and 
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Ch rode to meet you at St. Denis ( seven or eight miles) where you may 
ap. remember I arrived about nightfall. 

XXXIX " A mere accident took me to St. Charles, and put me at the head 
~of a revolting force. Another mere accident kept me out of the 

• reach of musket shot. Having no Aid-de-camp or person that I 
could send, I was obliged myself to be everywhere, in making pre
parations to meet the enemy, and consequently the last that most 
of the men saw of me, was when I was riding from front to rear, 
which was exactly the course of ail those who were flying in the 
fields. 

" Y ours truly, 
" T. S. BROWN." 

Anxious to ascertain whether, as stated by Doctor W. Nelson, 
Messrs. Dé maray and Da vignon, arrested at St. John's on charge 
of High Treason, had been treated by their captors with the in
dignity he representa them to have been, I requested a friend, 
(Col. Gugy,) aequainted with those gentlemen, to enquire of them 
as to the fact in question, which accordingly he did, in consequence 
whereof the following, being more, however, than bargained for, was 
sent me. A simple yea or nay would have sufficed, neither of 
which is given, though it was all that was desired. It may, how
ever, be decidedly inferred from this statement, that theywerenot 
subjected to the supposed indignity. Besicles, that they really 
were not, I have from the best authority, as mentioned in another i 
place. For true cause of the arrest of those gentlemen, see page 
436. R. c. 
ARRESTATION DE PIERRE PAUL DEMARAY, NOTAIRE, ET DE JOSEPH 

DA VIGNON, MEDECIN, DE LA VILLE DE ST. JEAN DORCHESTER. 

Le 17 novembre 1837, à 3 heures du matin. 
Les assemblées publiques qui avaient eu lieu depuis quelque 

temps, à l'occasion des droits réclamés par les habitants de cette 
province, comme colons anglais, avaient tellement troublé les 
Tories d'alors, que ces derniers ne mettaient aucun frein à leur 
vengeance, même sur les personnes inoffensives ;c'est ainsi que ces 
messieurs les Tories de St. Jean se sont conduits envers messieurs 
Démaray et Davignon, deux paisibles citoyens de la ville de St. 
Jean Dorchester. Au dépens de la vérité, l'on avait trouvé les 
moyens de faire croire au gouvernement ce qui n'existait vraiment 
pas, et c'est par ces moyens que, pour se venger contre ces :Mes
sieurs, l'on parvint à faire arrêter messieurs Démaray et Daviguon. 
Ce fut sur les trois heures du matin, qu'une trentaine de volon
taires ou cavaliers se transportèrent à la demeure de ces messieurs, 
les arrachèrent de leurs lits et les menèrent à l'hôtel Mott, où ils 
furent mis aux fers et ensuite liés et garrottés à la charrette qui de
vait les transporter à Montréal; ce fut alors que l'on dit aux pri
sonniers, que les gardes, avaient ordre de les livrer à Montréal, 
morts ou vifs Ill ! L'insolente fierté, avec laquelle se conduisaient 
ces gardes fut bientôt punie. A environ une deini-lieue du village 
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de Longueuil, une trentaine de Canadiens, mal armés, ayan~ eu la Chap. nouvelle que l'on avait fait prisonniers politiquP.s et maltraité des xxxix hommes qui ne le méritaient nullement, se mirent en embuscade..._..,.._.. pour attendre la garde qui conduisait les prisonniers, av~c l'in- 1837. tention de libérer ces derniers, sans le moindre mal possible.Lorsque la garde fut à environ une trentaine de pas des Canadiens, ces derniers se montrèrent soudainement le long de la clôture du chemin, et quelques-uns sautèrent dans le chemin. La garde surprise, s'arrêta tout à coup, et demanda aux Canadiens ainsi armés, ce qu'ils voulaient; ce fut alors que le brave Viger répondit, au nom des autres: "Vous ne passerez pas sans nous livrer nos citoyens que vous avez faits prisonniers injustement."-Le capi-taine de la garde leur dit, qu'ils n'avaient aucun droit de les arrêter ainsi, et que, s'ils persistaient, il serait obligé de faire feu sur eux. Viger leur dit qu'ils ne passeraient pas sans avoir remis entre ses mains leurs prisonniers, et que si la garde faisait feu sur eux, ils auraient le plaisir de riposter.-Ce fut alors que la garde commença le feu et la bataille s'engagea-que la garde au nombre d'environ 26 fut mise en déroute, laissant forcément derrière eux, leuri prisonniers, après même avoir tiré plusieurs coups de feu sur les prisonniers, en exécution de l'ordre qu'ils disruent avoir reçu, mais heureusement sans e:ffet.-Il n'y eut aucun blessé parmi ces braves Canadiens, quelques-uns ont cependant été blessés parmi les cavaliers qui composaient la garde. Il est impossible de décrire avec quelle joie ces braves Canadiens ont reçu entre leurs bras, les personnes qu'ils avaient arrachées des mains des gardes. Cette joie, mêlée de larmes, restera toujours gravée dans le cœur de ceux qu'ils ont ainsi libérés, plaise à Dieu que la mémoire de ces braves Canadiens soit à jamais gravée dans l'hist()ire de notL·e pays. 
UN TE~OIN OCULAIRE, ET L'UN DES PRISONNIERS. 

St. Jean, January 5th, 1853. 

Shortly after the advent of Mr. Lafontaine with his friend Mr. Baldwin to office, in tLe autumn of 1842, during the administration of SiL' Charles Bagot, he proposed-actuated by a humane and 8ound policy-to Bis Excellency, an amnesty of all political offences, or, if this were for the present inexpedient, then that at least all prosecutions under the varions bills of indictment that bad been found for high treason, still pl:'nding in the Court of King's Bench at Montreal, should, as a conciliatory measure, be abancloned. The Governor did not, it seems, cleem an amnesty at that moment advisable, anù which, probably, his instructions may have prevented, but bad, it was reported, and correctly I have no doubt, no repugnance to accede to Mr. Lafontaine's ad vice, and to consider as non avenus and null, all indictments, against whomsoever found, feom political causes, that against Mr. Papineau alone excepted, and on this point he seemed determined to insist. Mr. Lafontaine, to bis credit be it told, at once declined acquiescing in the proposed 
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Ch exception, to which, indeed, he could not, without dishonor, assent, 
x~~ expressing. his determination to resign his office (the Attorney 

Generalship of Lower Canada) rather thau consent to make Mr. 
~ Papineau an exception, as insisted upon by the Governor. Sir 

· Charles, however, at last, wisely gave way, and autborized lfr. 
Lafontaine to enter a nolle prosequi to the indictment founù agaiust 
Mr. Papineau (at this time in France), as well asto all tbose found 
against others from the like cause. By this gene:rous and euergetic 
condnct on the part of Mr. Lafontaine, a return to Canada was 
opcued to Mr. Papineau, and of which, early in 1845, be availed 
bimself, after an absence uearly of eight years. 

Mr. Papineau did not, it appears, contemplate, on returning. to 
his native country, a re-entry upon public life; but, warmly soli
cited from varions parts, he finally allowed bimself, though re· 
luctantly, to be proposed, at the general election in 1848, as a Can
didate for the County of St. Maurice, and for wbicb he was returned. 
His re-appearance in Parliament was not favorably received by 
Mr. Lafontaine and bis friends, from the apprehension that, disap
proving of this gentleman's [olicy, as he was known to do, !Uld 
from the antagonism that ha formerly, previous to the rebellion, 
arisen between them, and not yet forgotten, he might, through the 
influence he formerly, and to a considerable extent still enjoyed 
among bis compatriots, di vide the French Canadian party, and 
weakcn, if not break down, Mr. Lafontaine's power in the Legislative 
Assembly. He was here bitterly assailed, on the score of his past 
and present politics, by Mr. Lafontaine's supporters, but by none 
with such vehemence as by his quonùam disciple and friend, 
Doctor "YVolfred Nelson. Renee the correspondence and recrimi
nations in the public prints (feom wbich the following are extracts) 
bctwecn those gentlemen. The quarrel certainly afforded sorne 
instruction, as well as amusement, at the time, though at the ex
pense of the parties engnged; but their fl'Ïends very generally, anù 
with much reason, regretted and condemned, not less the unneccs
sary revelations of their mutual deeds, if not misdecds, in times 
past and present, thau the acrimony with which they were brought 
out; and I may, without offence, add, that it were far better for 
their own sakes bad the altercation been avoided. 

If called"upon to de:5ne the essentials in which Messrs. Papineau 
and Lafontuille-both gentlemen of French origin, and who, in 
turn, have largely enjoyed the confidence of their fellow-couutry
men-politically differ, I must own at once my inadequacy to the 
task, nnless it be, that, equally opposed to the union forced upon 
the French origin poptùation of Lower Canada, the former, to 
nullify it, would prevent it from at all working; while the latter, 
mahing a virtue of necessity, has pursued a wiser policy in work
iug it to the advantage of his country, and, in particular, of biR 
compatriots, placiug, through his iniluence v.rüh Lord Elgi~, sever~l 
of tbose even who werc the foremost and most consp1cuous m 
the rebellion, in some of the most important and lucrative offices in 
the Province, proviug himself in this, as I at least opine, by far the 
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more skillful politician of the two. 'rhis latter policy, it is true, has Cha p. 
not been sati factory to all the world, and it is, indeed, in a geneml XXXIX 
sense, open to grave objections; but nevertheless it may, in this in-..._,.._. 
stance, be a sound one. Mr. Lafontaine, it is pretty generally ad- 1837 
mitted, bas, by consulting only the practicable and expedient, acted · 
wisely and well, amid -t the difficulties that beset his position as 
Prime Minis ter, which he of la te occùpied, and that, npon the wh ole, 
though there are derogating <Ürcumstances in the course of it, his 
administmtion bas becn eminently successful. It was, in fact, from 
the impetuous and blind pursuit of the impracticable and inexpe-
dient, that Mr. Papineau lost himself, shipwrccking his own and 
his party's hopes, and, with his example and failure before him, it 
is to Mr. Lafouta.ine's credit thnt he has bad the wisdom to profit 
by them. R. C. 

(Editorial fl'om "La ~Minerve," 4th September, 1848.) 
" On peut voir par la date que porte les attestations suivantes, 

que nous les avions en notre possession depuis déjà quelque temps. 
Nous ne les aurions jamais mises au jour, si on n'était pas revenu 
avec un nouvel acharnement insulter à outrance à des citoyens re
commandables qui ont bien mérité de la patrie. On a encore re· 
mué ciel et terre pour séduire des hommes inconnus pour la plu
part, eu leur faisant 1·etremper la mémoire par des moyens connus 
aux intrignants, pour leur faire affirmer des choses qui étaient 
contredites déj<l. par plus de cinquante citoyens respectables et 
dignes de foi, qui ont été témoins de tout ce qui s'est passé à St. 
Denis, le 23 novembre 1837. Nous regrettons infiniment de reve
nir encore sur ce sujet, mais nous ne devons pas garder le silence, 
lorsque nous voyons des citoyens recommandables qui ont fait tant 
de sacrifices pour soutenir l'honneur des Canadiens, pour conduire 
nos compatriotes à la victoire, pour leur donner un nom, pour les 
faire respecter même par nos plus mortels ennemis, nous ne devons 
pas, disons-nous, garder le silence lorsque nous voyons des hommes 
d'hier, des pigmées politiques, qui n'ont jamais payé ni de leur 
personne ni de leur bourse leur dette à la pn.trie, insulter à des 
hommes qui ont fait leur preuve de dévouement à la cause commune, 
nous serions coupable d'mgmtitude si nous n'élevions la voix pour 
les défendre. Puisque nos adversaires reviennent avec acharnement 
sur ce sujet, nous ne devons pas J'abandonner, et dussions-nous 
déplaîre à quelques-uns, nous devons accomplir notre tâche, celle 
de rendre hommage à la vérité. 

" Toutes les trames qui ont précédé les malheureux événements 
de 3'7 nous sont connues, nous avons eu occasion d'apprécier tous 
les acteurs qui ont pris part au grand drame, avant, pendant et 
après. On semble Ignorer, ou on veut oublier ce qui s'est passé 
alors. Ceux qui ont forfait à l'honneur doivent être, suivant quel
ques-uns, les supérieurs de ceux qui ont mérité des lauriers 1 Cette 
maxime est tout à fait nouvelle et ne peut exister que chez un peu· 
ple ingrat et indigne de posséder des hommes qui se dévouent à. la 
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Cha cause commune. Nous espérons que le jour n'est pas éloigné ou 
~ un historien impartial se chargera de la tâche d'écrire l'histoire de 

l'insurrection de 1837, et de tous les événements qui l'ont précédée, 
~et s'il se trouve encore des hommes assez préjugés pour ne pas 

· rendre hommage au mérite, la postérité sera plus judicieuse, elle 
saura comment juger. 

" De grands personnages se sont cachés derrière le rideau, et ont 
poussé des hommes de rien pour la plupart, à attaquer de la ma
nière la plus odieuse M. le Dr. Nelson et M. Cartier, deux eitoyens1 
qui, dans toutes les circonstances difficiles où s'est trouvé le pays, 
ont payé et de leur personne et de leur bourse pour soutenir l'hon
neur canadien. On vient encore de lancer des manifestes, non pas 
pour prouver des faits, mais pour les insulter de la manière la 
plus outrageante, et quelques bonnes âmes, animées par de bons 
motifs peut-être, voudraient que nous garderions le silence après 
de pareils outrages ! .••• Non, certainement non, toutes les puis
sances réunies ne pourront pas nous baillonner après des insultes 
aussi malveillantes, aussi peu méritées, quoiqu'elles partent de bien 
bas. Il est toujours une classe d'individus qui prêtent l'oreille à '( 
la calomni_e, et notre devoir est de les détromper. 

" L'instigateur de tout ce scandale est M. Henri Lapparre, qui a 
affirmé sous serment que M. le Dr. Nelson a dit au chef suprême 
d'alors de se sauver 1 Environ 40 témoins de notre part affirment 
le contraire, parce que le Docteur, étant parti de chez lui vers 6 
heures du matin, et qu'il n'y est retourné qu'après 4 heures du soir, 
n'a pu donner ordre à l'autre de se sauver, lorsqu'il est prouvé 
qu'il est parti vers 9 heures de l'avant-midi, pendant l'action 1 

" Le lecteur doit se rappeler, que, d'après son propre aveu, fait 
à M. Philippe Turcot, homme plein de probité, comme on le sait, 
M. Lapparre s'est caché dans une cheminée dès le commencement 
de la bataille, d'autres témoins ont affirmé l'avoir vu se sauver par 
une fenêtre, ne trouvant pas sans doute sa retraite dans la chemi· 
née de la maison assiégée, assez sûre; ces témoignages n'ont pas 
été contredits; et d'après cela, il est permis de douter de la véracité 
du reste des dépositions. Nous avons de notre côté les témoi
gnages d'hommes éminemment respectables, tels que MM. Bour
dages, Jalbert, Dr. Kimber, Gadbois, Capt. Raynauld, Frs. Mi
gnault, J. E. Mignault, Ant. Cheval, Pr. Cheval, Frs. Pineau, J. 
Archambault, Fra. Marcotte, et d'un grand nombre d'autres per
sonnes avantageusement connues, dont la parole ne peut être révo
quée en doute. Ce que nous en avons donné, et ce que nous pu
blions aujourd'hui, doit suffire pour ouvrir les yeux aux moins 
clairvoyants, ainsi nous terminons cette tâche pénible et pour nous 
et pour nos lecteurs. Mais qu'on se rappelle au moins que ce n'est 
pas nous qui avons provoqué cette discussion. Nous sommes sur 
la défensive. 

"Quant à l'affidavit de M. Geo. St. Germain contre M. Geo. 
Cartier, il est bon de remarquer que :M. St. Germain se trouve 
C6ntredit par les ·affidavits ilue nons avon.s publi6s. M. St; Ger· 
main se trouve même en contradiction avec son ami M. Lapparre, 
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eur lee a.vaneés duquel i~ voudrait enchérir. M. St. Germain dtt Chap. 
que c'est après lee premiers coups de canon, au commencement de XXXIX 
la bataille, que M. Cartier est allé à St. Antoine, tandis que M.__...,._ 
Lapparre, qui prétend n'avoir point perdu de vue M. Cartier, dit 1ss'7 
q_ue c'est à. deux heures de l'après-midi, c'est-à-dire après environ ' 
cmq heures de combat. Le fait est donc constaté au-delà de tout 
doute, que c'est à deux heures que le Dr. Nelson envoya M. Car· 
tier qui était de retour environ une heure aJ?rès. Nous ne signa· 
lons que cette contradiction, car on n'en :finirait pas, s'il fallait faire 
ressortir toutes celles qui existent dans ce pot-pourri d'affidavits, 
quoiqu'on ait employé toute sorte de moyens pour retremper la 
mémoire de la plupart des déposants 11 

"M. Lapparre a osé faire appel au témoignage de MM. Kimber, 
Cormier, Bourdages, Gadboie, et autres. Ces messieurs, comme 
on l'a vu par les certificat!! que nous avons publiés, l'ont complète
ment démenti; il a osé aussi en appeler au témoignage de M. le 
Dr. Nelson, et malgré la répugnance que ce monsieur a de se me• 
eurer avec un pareil adversaire, il a dû relever le gant, et voici sa 
réponse." 

Here follow the "attestations" alluded to in the above editorial 
of "La Minerve," including that of Doctor W olfred Nelson :"-

'' Vu qu'on m'a fait appel de donner mon témoignage sur certains 
événements de St. Denis, en 1837, je le ferai, dans l'intérêt de la 
vérité et de. la justice. Je dois ceci à mes amis et au pays en gé
néral. 

" Or, j'affirme sur mon honneur que plusieurs jours avant la 
descente des troupes sur la rivière Chambly, M. Papineau est arrivé 
à St. Denis, et a pris refuge chez moi. Que vers les 6 heures du 
matin, le 23 de novembre 18a7, je suis allé dans la chambre qu'oc
cupait M. Papineau, l'informer que je venais d'apprendre que les 
troupes étaient au haut de la paroisse de St. Ours, se dirigeant 
vers St. Denis, et que je partais pour reconnaître leur po1.ition. Et 
je ne suis retourné chez moi que le soir, après la bataille, qui a 
duré jusque vers quatre heures et demie. Je n'ai revu 1\1. Papineau 
ensuite, qu'à la fin de novembre 1838, à Albany. Donc, IL EST 
J!:l'{TIEREMENT FAUX Q.UE J'AIE DIT OU ORDONNÉ A M. PAPINEAU 
DE S'ELOIGNER AU COMMENCEMENT DE LA BATAILLE, QUI S'EN• 
GAGEA VERS Nl':UF HEURES DU MATIN; ET IL EST EGALEMENT 
F_-\UX Q.UE M. PAPINEAU AIT SAISI UN FUSIL POUR ALLER COM• 
BATTRE, à six heures, lorsque l'ennemi n'est arrivé qu'à neuf 
heures. Nous ignorions le lieu de refuge de M. Papineau. 

" Qu'entre neuf et dix heures, M. Papineau envoya un mes:tage 
me demandant s'il devait partir! Je lui :fis réponsf'," qu'il ne de
vait pas laisser la place; que tant que je demeurerais debout, il n'y 
aurait pas de danger pour lui, 1nais qu'à ma. chute, il devrait ventr 
prendre en soin nos amis." 

" Qu'il est, aussi, également faux que j'aie été nommé où élu 
gt1néral en cette occasion. J'étais, au contraire, l'aide, Je subal• 
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Chap. terne de M. Papineau, et no~ son supérieur, et j'obéissais complè
xxxiX tement à ses ordres et suggestwns. 

....-.,..- " ~u'il est vrai que M. Henry Cartier a remarqué qu'il serait 

1837 bon de retraiter, vu Les ravages causés par les décharges de l'en-
. nemi, le manque de munitions, et ll'l, 1uite d'un nombre de per

sonnes en conséquence. Je me suis fortement opposé à cette dé
marche, et nonobstant cela, M. Henri Cartier nous a vigoureuse
ment secondés pendant toute la journée. M. GEORGEs CARTIER 
n'a jamais fait allusion à la retraite, et lui, comme son cousin, M. 
H. Cartier , a vaillamment et efficacement contribué au succès de 
cette Lutte. Et ces Messieurs ne m'ont laissé que lorsque je fus 
moi-même obligé de partir, neuf jours après cette époque, à la 
seconde expôditwn des troupes contre St. Denis, la résistance alors 
étant devenue impossible. 

" Que j'ai envoyé l\1. George Cartier, vers les deux heures de 
l'après-midi, chercher des munitions à St. Antoine, et qu'il a été 
promptement de retour avec des secours, après environ une heure 
d'absence, .M. George Cartier ne portait point de tuque bleue le 
jour de la bataille. 

" Que si j'ai vu le nommé Henri Lapparre pendant cette jour
née, ce n'est qu'au commencement, je ne me souviens pas de l'a
voir vu ensuite. S'est-il caché dans une cheminée, dans sa frayeur, 
comme ill' a lui-rnên~e avoué, et ensuite s'est-il sauvé par une fenêtTe 
avec d'autres, comme il a été prouvé sous serment, c'est ce que 
j'ignore. Mais dans tous les cas, s'il se fût conduit avec courage 
et valeur durant la bataille, il me semble que je n'aurais pu man
qué de le remarquer, comme j'ai remarqué les faits saillants de 
tant d'autres. 

"WoLFRED NELSON. 
" Montréal, 21 août 1848." 

"Je, F. X. LAFORCE, marchand, de St. Denis, étant assermenté, 
certifie qu'au meilleur de ma connaissance, le 23 novembre 1837, le 
Docteur W olfred Nelson est parti et a laissé sa maison sur les six 
heures du matin, pour aller au-devant des troupes pour s'assurer si 
elles marchaient sur St. Denis ; qu'ensuite il est revenu et s'est 
arrêté à la maison de 1\lrne. St. Germain , sans aller chez lui, où 
il est resté jusqu'après la bataille, de sorte qu'il me paraît impos
sible qu'il ait pu voir monsieur Papineau qu'il avait laissé chez lui 
avant de partir. Je certifie de plus qu'il n'a jamais été question, 
jusqu'à ce jour, d'élire ou nommer le Docteur Nelson général ou 
commandant, mais que tout le monde s'accordait à dire que nous 
devions avoir confiance en lui, et c'est pom cette raison que tout le 
monde le regardait comme chef après M. Papineau, et j'ai signé. 

" F. x. LAFORC:&. 
'' Assermenté devant moi, le 25 août 1848. 
Il J. BELLE, J. P." 

11 _Je, Joseph Ed. Mignault, notaire public, du bourg St. Denis, 
cert1fie avoir été au combat qui eut heu au dit bourg ~t. Denis, 
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entre les troupes de Sa Majesté, et des paroissiens de St. Denis et Cha des paroisses voiRines, le 23 novembre 1837, que je me suis rendu xxx~ à. la grande maison de madame veuve Antoine St. Germain, avec ~ une compagnie de citoyens, sur les six heures du matin, qu'un 1837 instant après mon arrivée chez madame veuve Antoine St. Ger~ • main, le docteur W. Nelson, passa à cheval devant cette maison, allant au-devant des troupes; que vers les sept ou huit heures il re-vint du bas de la paroisse St. Denis, arrêta chez Mme. St. Ger-main, envoya de là sa jument chez lui, autant que je me le rappelle, entra dans la maison, reçut le commandement des citoyens, et com-manda le reste du jour sans s'absenter de la maison; que je ne me rappelle pas avoir vu M. Papineau de la journée chez Mme. St. Germain, quoique pourtant avoir pris bien garde et attention à voir les principaux citoyens qui pouvaient s'y trouver. 

"J. E. MIGNAULT. " St. Denis, 19 août 1848. 
H Assermenté devant moi, St. Denis, ce 19 août. 

"o. CHAMARD, J. P." 
"Je, soussigné, Frangois Xavier Laforce, marchand, de St. Denis, certifie que le vingt-trois novembre 1837, j'ai vu et rencontré lf. George Cartier dans la maison de Mme. St. Germain, durant la bataille qui se faisait alors et commencée depuis les neuf heures et demie du matin. Au meilleur de ma connaissance, j'ai vu M. G. Cartier jusque vers les deux heures de l'après-midi, entre midi et une heure environ; le docteur Nelson ay<lllt donné ordre aux combattants qui s'étaient tenus dans les étages supérieurs de la maison, de descendre dans le premier étagE:, M. Cartier est descendu comme les autres au premier étage d'où le combat a été continué. J'ai parlé et conversé avec M. George Cartier, et je puis dire qu'il s'est comporté avec courage et résolution; j'ai vu aussi M. Henri Cartier dans la maison, lequel a pris part à la bataille. J'ai entendu dire que M. Henri Cartier avait parlé de retraite au docteur Nelson, croyant que l'on ne pourrait tenir aux troupes, mais ça n'a pas empêché M. Henri Cartier de continuer le combat, M. George Cartier n'a jamais parlé de retraite, et j'ai signé. 

Il F. x. LAFORCE. " Le dit François Xavier Laforce, ayant été assermenté, déclare vrai le contenu des présentes, en ayant eu lecture et ayant signé. 

" Montréal, 25 août 1848." 
"J. L. BEAUDRY, J. P. 

" Je, François Lajoie, ferblantier, de St. Denis, certifie que le vingt-trois novembre 1837, je suis traversé de St. Antoine à St. Denis, vers les trois heures de l'après-midi, en même temps que M. Georges Cartier, lorsque M. Georges Cartier revenait de St. Antoine avec des cartouches et des munitions, qu'il emportait pour la bataille qui avait alors lieu à St. Denis, entre les troupes et les citoyens de St. Denis et des paroisses environnantes. Aussitôt anivé à St. Denis1 M. Cartier est gagné vitement à la maison de Mme. x 
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Chap St. Germain où on livrait encore la bataille, tout près de la tr~verse. 
xxx~ · " Assermenté par devant moi, à St. Denis, le 26 août 18-18 . 

..._.,..._.. " D. BouRDA.GEs, J. P." 

183'1. 
" Je, Jean-Bte. Mignault, soussigné, étant assermenté, certifie 

qu'au meilleur de ma connaissance, le 23 novembre 1837: sur lf's sept 
heures du matin, j'étais devant la maison du Dr. WolN-ed Nelson, à 
St Denis, et que là Je v!s M. ~apineau auqu~~ je conseillai de partir, 
vu que la troupe arnvalt au village, M. Papmeau, m'ayant fait re· 
marquer qu'il n'avait point de chevaux pour fuir, je lui offris le 
mien que je fis seller et qu'il accepta ; je certifie de plus l'avoir vu 
embarquer, partir et se diriger du côté de St. Hyacinthe; je certifie 
également que le Docteur Nelson n'était pas présent pendant le 
temps que je fus avec M. Papineau ce matin-là, et j'ai si<Tné à St. 
Charles, le 21 août 1848. 

0 

" JEAN-BTE. :MIGNAULT. 

" Assermenté par devant moi, le 21 août 18-18. 
'' D. BouRDAGEs, J. P." 

The following, in refutation of the above, which appeared i~ 
"L' .Avenir" of the 7th October, 1848, published at Montreal, it is 
but common justice also to give :-

"Je, Louis Antoine Dessaulles, demeurant au village de St. Hya~ 
cinthe, après avoir été dûment assermenté sur les Saints-Evan· 
giles, affirme et certifie ce qui suit : 

"Le vingt-deux novembre mil huit cent trente-sept, je fus 
chargé par quelques amis, à St. Hyacinthe, d'un message pour le 
Dr. Wolfred Nelson, qui était alors à St. Denis, occupé à faire ses 
préparatifs de défense contre un corps de troupes chargé d'opérer 
son arrestation .et celle de quelques autres personnes. 

"En conséquence, je me rendis de St. Hyacinthe à St. Denis, le 
vingt-deux novembre au soir, maïs trop tard pour m'acquitter de 
mon messag-e. 

" Le lendemain, 23 novembre, je me rendis, à huit heures du 
matin, à la demeure du Dr. Wolfred Nelson, mais je ne pus le voir, 
parce qu'il était allé, me dit-on, faire une reconnaissance pour ob· 
·server les forces qui marchaient sur St. Denis. 

".A. neuf heures du même jour, 23 novembre, je retournai chez 
le Dr. Nelson et je vis, en entrant, M. le Dr. T. Kim ber. 

"Deux ou trois minutes, seulement, après mon entrée dans la 
maison, le Dr. Wolfred Nelson entra chez lui, revenant de son ex
.cursion au-devant des troupes. 

"Je lui dis alors, en présence du Dr. Kim ber, que j'étais chargé 
pour hù d'un message important, et que je désirais le voir en par· 
ticulier ainsi que MM. Papineau et O'Callaghan qui étaient dans 
la maison. Sur cela, le Dr. Nelson m'invita à monter dans une des 
chambres supérieures de la maison où il me dit que je trouverais 
M. Papineau, et prenant le devant, il me fit entrer dans la chambre 
cù il (M. Papineau) était avec le Dr. O'Callaghan. 
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"Je m'acquittai de suite du message dont j'étais chargé, et je Cha p. reçus du Dr. Nelson l'injonction de repartir aussitôt que possible XXXIX pour St. Hyacinthe, afin de porter sa réponse. ~ 
"Puis le Dr. Nelson s'adressa à M. Papineau, et lui dit qu'il 1837. venait d'aller taire une reconnaissance, qu'il avait vu les troupes en marche sur St. Denis, qu'elles arriveraient probablement sous un quart-d'beure ou vingt minutes, et qu'il serait temps que lui, M. Papineau, partît; qu'il (le Dr.) le lui avait déjà recommandé le matin, et qu'il (M. Papineau) n'aurait pas dû retarder autant. 
" M. Papineau répondit qu'il aurait peut-être P.U s'éloigner la veille, mais que ce jour-là, il ne lui était plus loisible de le faire-; que son départ pouvait jeter du découragement parmi leurs amiiil; que ce n'était pas précisément à l'heure du danger qu'il pouvait s'en aller; que le faire partir dans un pareil moment c'était l'éx· poser plus tard, peut-être, à des reproches sévères. 
"Alors le Dr. Nelson reprit avec quelque vivacité: "M. Papineau, j'exige que vous vous éloigniez; vous ne devez pas vous exposer sans nécessité; ce n'est pas ici que vous serez le plus utile; nous aurons besoin de vous plus tard; nous sommes les bras, c'est à nous d'agir; si nous avons â gagner, nous le ferons sans vous; si nous avons à perdre, ce n'est pas votre présence qui l'empêchera ; ainsi, il vaut mieux, de toute manière, que vous par•tiez." 
" M. Papineau ré:pliqua, que s'ils devaient être battus, autant valait en finir de smte et mourir là qu'ailleurs ; et s'adressant au Dr. O'Callagban, il lui dit: "Qu'en pensez-vous, docteur." 
"Le Dr. O'Callaghan répondit: "Cela m'est indifférent; si vous restez, je resterai; si vous partez, je partirai avec vous." 
"Le Dr. Nelson reprit, mais plutôt avec l'accent de la persua-sion cette fois: "Voyons, M. Papineau, rendez-vous ·à la raison;· dans une circonstance comme celle-ci, un homme de plus ou demoins ne change rien aux affaires; allez à St. Hyacinthe et attendez-y les événements; s'ils ne tournent pas contre nous, c'est alors: que votre besogne, à vous, commencera. 
"M. Pa :pineau J?arut réfléchir, et le Dr. Nelson, s'adressant 3. moi, me dit: "Marntenant, mon jeune ami, dé :pêchez-vous, partez,. et dites b:en à nos amis tout ce que je vous a1 dit; battus ou battant ici, c'est à St. Charles que les gens de St. Hyacinthe doivent aller, car je crois que le colonel W etberall sera demain à St. Charles; qu'on s'y rende en aussi grand nombre que possible; vous feriez peut-être mieux de vous en aller par le chemin d'en haut, en cas que le commandant des troupes n'ait envoyé quelques hommes faire le tour par la Miotte, et qu'on ne vous arrête en chemin." 
"En finissant ces mots, le Dr. Nelson sortit; je le suivis, et quand je fus au bas de l'escalier, j'entendis le docteur dire à une vingtaine d'hommes qui étaient dans la salle d'entrée: "Allons, mes enfants, voilà les troupes, il s'agit d'être braves et de se eonduire comme des hommes, en vrais patriotes; allons !" Et je vis. 
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Cha p. ces hommes prendre des fusils et sortir de la maison; après quoi 
:xxxrx j'allai de suite prendre ma voiture, et partis pour St. Hyacinthe. 
_..,.._... "Avant de terminer, je dois à la vérité d'affirmer que le Dr. 
1837. Nelson me parut agir avec le plus grand calme et le sang-froid le 

plus complet; et que rien dans ses actes, sa physionomie ou son 
attitude ne décelait le moindre trouble moral ni la moindro surex
citation," 

Et en foi de quoi, ce que dessus j'ai signé, 
L. A. DESSAULLES, J. P. 

Assermenté devant moi, à St. Hyacinthe, le vingt-trois septembre 
mil huit cent quarante-huit. 

v. ST. GEll.MAIN, J. P. 

Louis Dragon, cultivateur, demeurant en la paroisse St. Denis, 
après avoir :P,rêté serment sur les Saints-Evangiles, dépose et dit: 

"Qu'en m1l huit cent trente-sept il demeurait en la paroisse de 
St. Denis ; que le vingt-trois novembre de la même année, il était 
occupé avec quelques autres personnes, entre neuf et dix heures 
du matin, à transporter de la pierre dans la maison de :Mme. St. 
Germain, qu'on fortifiait à cause de l'approche des troupes; que 
pendant qu'ils se livraient à cette occupation, l'un d'eux demanda 
au Dr. Wolfred Nelson où était M. Papineau; que le Dr. Nelson 
répondit que M. Papineau n'irait pas les joindre, parce que, lui le 
Dr. Nelson, avait dit à M. Papineau de s'en aller; que le Dr. dit de 
plus, que M. Papineau ne devait pas se battre parce qu'ils en 
auraient besoin plus tard; qu'il n'a jamais entendu dire que M. 
Papineau se fllt sauvé, qu'au contraire, l'opinion universelle dans 
St. Denis, a toujours été que M. Papineau n'était parti avant la 
bataille, que parce que le Dr. Nelson avait insisté à ce qu'il s'éloi· 
gnât." 

Et le déposant a fait sa marque ordinaire après lecture faite. 
LOUIS M DRAGON. 

Assermenté par devant moi, à St. Denis, ce vingt sixième jour de 
septembre mil huit cent quarante-huit. 

ÜL. ÜHAMARD, J. P. 

Je, Marcel Guertin, demeurant au village de St. Deuis, après 
avoir été assermenté, affirme et certifie ce qui suit: 

"Le vingt-trois novembre mil huit cent trente-sept, j'étais oc· 
cupé à travailler à une tranchée faite de pièces en travers du 
chemin, près de la maison de Mme. St. Germain. Pendant que 
je travaillais, je vis venir le capitaine J albert à cheval; je m'ap· 
prochai de lui et lui demandai qui serait le premier commandant, 
M. Papineau ou le Dr. Nelson. Le capitaine Jalbert me répondit 
que ce serait le Dr. Nelson, parce que, lui, le capitaine Jal bert et le 
Dr. Nelson, avaient persisté à faire partir M. Papineau, parce que 
sa tête était trop chère pour l'exposer· qu'on aurait besoin de lui 
plus tard; qu'un homme de plus ou 'de moins ne les ferait pas 
perdre ni gagner. 

u Je 

"L.Ai 
Montr 

"Mos 
étiez désiJ 
L. J. Papi 
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11 Je dois dire de plus que je n'ai jamais entendu dire, jusqu'à Chap. dernièrement, que M. Papmeau se fût sauvé; et que l'opinion uni- xxxrx verselle a toujours été que s'il n'avait pas assisté à la bataille,~ c'était parce que le Dr. Nelson l'avait fait partir." 1837. Et j'ai signé les présentes. 

MA.noEL GuERTIN. Assermenté par devant moi, à St.-Denis, ce vingt-sixième jour de eeptembre mil huit cent quarante-huit. 
ÜL. CHAMARD, J. P., 

Boucherville, 3 octobre 1848. " MoNsrnun,-J e dois à la vérité d'affirmer que M. le Dr. Wol· fred Nelson m'a dit, trois ou quatre jours après la bataille de St.Charlcs, sur la demande que je lui fis, où était M. Papineau, que M. Papineau, n'était pas loin; je lui dis: mais pourquoi est-il nbsent? n me répondit qu'il l'avait forcé de partir; qu'il lui avait dit qu'il n'était qu'un homme dans la bataille, et que comme il était la tête du parti, il fallait le conserver avant tout. ll ajouta que M. Papineau refusant de partir, il avait ajouté que comme c'était lui, M. Papineau, qu'on cherchait, il devait s'en aller, afin que St.-Denisne fût pas mis à. feu et à sang. Voilà. ses propres paroles. . . . " Je d01s aJouter que pendant mon eni aux Bermudes, et pendant mon séjour aux Etats-Unis, le Dr. Nelson a toujours soutenu que M. Papineau n'était parti de St. Denis que d'après ses instance réitérées. 
"J'ai l'honneur d'être, monsieur, 

" Votre, etc., 

"L. A. Dcssaulles, écr., 
Montréal." 

"B. VIGJŒ. 

siii(!:ii;a 
"St.-Césaire, 28 sept. 1848. " MoNSIEUR,-Monsieur. • . . . . . . . m'ayant informé que vousétiez désireux d'avoir des informations sur le départ de l'honorable-L. J. Papineau de St.-Denis, le 23 nov. 1837: " Pour votre information, je puis vous attester que, pendant mon exil avec le Dr. W. Nelson aux Bermudes, et pendant mon expatriation aux Etats-Unis, j'ai entendu dire au Docteur, à plusieuœ reprises, qu'il avait été obligé de se rendre maître, en priant et ordonnant à M. Papineau de se retirer de St.-Denis au moment o~ la bataille allait s'engager. 

" J'ai l'honneur d'être, 
" Avec- respect, 

" Votre obéissant serviteur, 
V. T. GoDDU. " L. A. Dessaulles, écr., 

" St.-Hyacinthe." 
x2 
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Chap. Mr. Dessnules, who bad warmly espouseJ the canee of his uncle1 
XXXIX Mr. Papineau, in refutation of the reproachcs made hlm by Doctor 
____... Nelson, adJs :-

1837. " Maintenant, il e:riste dans les lettres du Dr. Nelson une admis· 
sion bien forte contre lui. n dit, (ce que j'ai toujours ignoré, 
quoique pendant le séjour de M. Papineau à St. Hyacinthe, aprè~ 
la bataille de St. Denis, il ne lui soit rien arrivé et qu'il n'ait rien 
:fait que par mon canal,) que M. Papineau lui a envoyé lm émis· 
saire porteur de cette demande écrite: "Que faites-vous 1" Or, si 
M. Papineau n'était pas parti en vertu d;une convention faite avee 
le Dr. Nelson, si enfin il s'était sauvé comme un lâche, est-il possi
ble de croire qu'il aurait osé écrire au Dr. Nelson; demander, 
comme prenant part aux événements, des détails à celui qm aurait 
eu le droit dels méprised Une telle démarche n'est pas dans la 
nature. Si M. Papineau s'est sauvé, il ne pouvait plus être consi
déré comme participant aux efforts de ses amis, il renonçait à toute 
responsabilité, et on doit convenir que comme ç'aurait été s'expo
ser à un reproche écrasant de la part du Dr. Nelson, que de lui 
écrire une semblable demande après avoir agi lâchement, le fait 
seul qu'il l'a écrite, s'il est vrai, prouve qu'il agjssait de concert 
avec Ie Dr. Nelson. 

" Si M. Papineau mérite aujourd'hui les reproches que lui a fuiti7 
M. le Dr. Nelson, il les méritait également il y a neuf ans, il y a 
onze ans: il semble même que c'était au moment où M. Papineau 
l'abandonnait que M. le Dr. Nelson devait le plus ressentir une 
pareille conduite; mais non: il dit à tout le monde avant la 
bataille et après, qu'il a fait partir M. Papineau; ille dit même à. 
ceux qu'il ne devrut pas tromper, comme M. Bonaventure Viger, 
qui, par la position prééminente qu'il s'était faite à cette époque, 
avait le droit de savoir exactement la vérité; il soutient la même 
chose partout, dans son voyage aux Bermudes, comme après son 
retour aux Etats-Unis; proclame en pleine assemblée, à Corbeau, 
l'innocence de M. Papineau, quand le Dr. Côte l'attaquait ; (et je 
suppose qu'alors comme aujourd'hui, il prétendait parler en homme 
d'honneur; néanmoins, s'il ne ment pas ici, il mentait là;) se brouill~> 
a.vee son propre frère, principalement pour défendre M. Papineau, 
fournit aux rédacteurs de la Revue démocratique mille détails sur 
M. Papineau, et ne fait de lui que les ;plus grands éloges; enfin vit 
avec M. Papineau, pendant quatre mms, après son retour des Ber
mudes, dans la plus parfaite intimité, et ne fait pas fombre d'un 
reproche, d'une plainte, d'une remarque sur S<Jn départ de St. 
Denis; et puis tout à coup, sans que M. Papineau l'ait jamais atta
qué, onze ans après les événements, il fait le rêve que M. Papineau 
s'est sauvé, vient proclamer à tout le pays que ce qu'il a déclaré 
être faux est vrai, que ce qu'il a affirmé être vrai est faux, et ne 
rougit pas de proférer les mêmes calomnies, de soutenir les mêmes 
mensonges que ceux qu'il a reprochés au Dr. Côte, et qui ont valu~ 
ce dernier, de sa part, le reproche d'être un homme méprisable. S1 
e'est là ce qu'il appelle de l'honneur, de l'habileté, c'est bien le eas 
de dire: oh 1 mon Dieu, délivrez-nous du mal. •.• et de l'homme. 

• 
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H Mais, rut le Dr. N dson, j'ai tâché de mettre M. Papineau à cou- Chu. p. ••crt ; j'ni voulu le traiter avec indulgence en ne dévoilant pas sa xxxix conduite.-Si c'étaient là vos motifs, M. le Dr. Nelson, vous n'au-..._...,._... riez pas dû traiter si dûPement le Dr. Côte, qui, si vous dites la 1837. vérité aujourd'hui, la disait également à Corbeau. S'il disait la vérité, il était tout au plus indiscret, nullement méprisable : il ne méritait pas d'aussi sévères reproches; s'il disait faux, c'est vous qui les méritez aujourd'hui." 

Doetor Nelson, it would appear by the above, vindicated, down to a certain epoch, Mr. Papineau against the foul imputation of having descrted him at St. Denis, alleging, in hie defence, that he (Doc tor Nelson) bad insistcd that Mr. Papineau should not take part in the contest that was about to take place with the Queen's troops, but absent himself; and that he accordingly did so at his, the Dootor's, special desire. Mr. Papineau's reappearance in public life, which Doctor Nelson thought might be prejudicbl to his new patron, Mr. Lafontaine, induced him, however, to give a very diffet·cnt version of the matter. It is the general opinion, I believe, that he would have evinced a wiser and more manly, as well as more consistent course, by obscrving silence on this head. His subsequent acceptance of office, it is also to be observed, at the bands of "Mr. Lafontaine-an office cre:tted, as sorne have tbought, with an eye to reward him for the antagonism to his former leader, Mr. Papineau-bas, howevce worthily he :fills the office, and all admit that he worthily does so, :f:inally divested the zeal, with which he signalized the onsla.ugbt upon his old chief, altogether of the prestige of disintercstedness and patriotism that seemed, at :f:irst, to ·urround it, and suùjected the Doctor to the suspicion of venial motives in the tergiversation alluded to, if such really there were. For my part, with equal good will and personal regard fo1 both, I cailllot decide between them-
" Non nostrum inter vos tantas componere lités." Que bec, J anuary, 1853. R. O. 

1riR. PAPINEAU. 
(Rejerring to page 466.) 

It was, perhaps, this sort of adulation, or at least undue bornage to the talents, most certainly of a high order, of Mr. Papineau in the meridian of his career, that may have inspired hlm witb an over confidence in his moral power and resources, and proved the ruin of himself and the cause he had embraced, viz., the "nationalité" of his compatriots of French origin, and independence of his native country, in unison with their desires. This, there is reason to believe, he expected (very absurdly, I must say,) to achieve by moral means and the force of public opinion only, without comi.ng 



536 

Cha . to hlo-.-v&, ol' other more aturdy appliauces thau ~ demons~u<tion 
xxxfx of the vu.st numbm's devotcJ to the cau::;e, and tbeir determmatiou 

.._..,..._... ta rend cr all attcmpts to govern them on other principles thau such 

1s37 as they should them sel v es dicta te and insist upon, impracticable. 
• The fact is, the patriots and Mr. Papineau counted too much on 

each othcr's zeal, mistaking it for power, and miscounted accord
ingly. I am persu~dcd he never contemplated a eanguinary revo
lution, nor dreamt of shedding blood in realizing the desired 
" nationalite" looked for by his compatriots. Mr. P. is known and 
acknowle:.lged, political prejudices apm-t, by his contemporaries of 
all origins in Canada, not to be of a sanguinary disposition, or tnan 
of blood-no more humane man cv er li v cd. He, I am well assnred, 
did not anticipatc such a collision as that which occurred, but, 
having aideJ more thau any other man to set the revolutionary 
machinery at work, like most of those who have tried such expcri· 
ments, he was unable to control, and became a victim of it. In 
the same ratio in which, down to this time, he had been extollcd, 
I may without impropriety here observe, he was afterwards, wh en 
fortune h:::.d. forEaken him, and in the aftcrnoon of a life devoted to 
his cnlmtry, ccnsurcd with a bitterness unexampled and beyond all 
reasouable bounds, even bv tho e same partizans who formerlv 
lauded him to the skies as "something more than human. In th·c 
height of his populnrity, when all was promising, and even the 
British Governmcut seemed willing to yield to him, he was all that 
was noble, good and great-" stamped by God to be a political 
chief, the regeuerator of a nation-enüowcd v.ith a force of mind 
not tu be smpassed, a hatred of oppression, and a leve of his country 
that neither promises nor threats co.uld shake." The idolized pn
triot, bowe"'l'"er, lived to learn, at a cost that well might have been 
spared him, the emptiness of the praises heaped upon bim by those 
who professed to see in bim the future pahiarch of their country. 

Mr. Papineau is the man who, aboYe all others, has been bhmed 
for leading his comp~triots of French origin into the rebellion, and 
many of them even have not scrupled, after participating in rus 
purposes, nay, stimulating him to them, as if be were too dilatory 
m the pursuit, to cast upon him exclusively the whole responsi
bility and odium of those untoward events which character1ze it. 
N othing can be more absurd. Were it even so, and that the rebellion 
had proved a revolution, the fact wollid have made him greater e>cn 
thau a Washington, and Mr. Papineau certainly would have bccn 
bonoured infinitely beyond his deserts in being deemed the exclu
sive author of it. He unquestionably did, as the leading mind of 
his country, greatly contribute to fan the flame that now threatened 
to dissolve the connexion between the Canadas and Great Britain. 
But bis feelings and opinions were also those of the French Canadian 
poplliation universally, or nearly so, and by no means exclusively of 
bis production. They were, for the most part, the result oflon~ and 
inveterate abuses and mis-government, as be who bas attentiVely 
perused the preceding part of this work may have perceived, and 
of the false and wavering po licy of the home government, which bad 
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neither the wisdom to yield to the repeated demands of the repre- Chap. sentatives of the Canadian people, nor the energy to maintain xxxix its own policy, as expressed in varions despatches to different ..._...,.--; Governors. The spirit e11gendered by these had been rapidly 1837. growing for the last thirty years, alimented, no doubt, by the feel-ing of "nationalité," until it overspread the land, producing the not unnatm·al desire for self-government on republican prineiples, in imitation of our suceessfnl and powerful neighbours, who, sinco the achievement of their independence, have thriven, under demo-cratie institutions, beyond example in the history of nations. Mr. Papineau, it is doing him no wrong to say, has always been the open and avowed advocate of republican institutions; and what-ever may be thought, now or hereafter, of his predilections on this head, and whether beneficiai or the reverse to his compatriots of French origin, ali acknowledge the consistency, the sincerity, and the honesty with which, through every phase of his poJitical life, he has maintained and still adheres to them. As to the responsibility of the rebellion of 1837, which it has been endeavoured to fix exclusive! y upon :M:r. Papineau, nothing is more truc, according to my own observation of bygone events, thau what he has observed of himself on this head, in an adliress whieh he issued in 1847, in answer to an invitation from the ele -tors of Huntingdon and St. Maurice, both these counties having requested him to come forward as a candidate to represent them in Parliament. "Of," sa ys he, "all those whom the pasoions of our adversarics have assailed, no one has had a larger portion of their wrath thau has fallen to my share. I was, however, neither more nor lesa guilty, nor more nor less deserviug, than a great number of my colleagues ; but being by their bcnevolencc placed during a long period in a position the most honorable in my country, the Speakership, conferred upon me by vote of the representatives of the people, I was thercby, more thau others, exposed to the observation of frieuds, as well asto the animadveraions of political enemies ;--of persona! enemies, I have not, I believe, had many, for I haYe never knowiugly iujured, or given offence to any one as an individual." 

Personally acquainted, indeed intimately so, with Mr. Papineau, frJm boyhood (from 1807, if not before); closely observing his carcer through ail its stages; oblignted even to him, when in p:nver, for acts of kindness and personal regard on more thau one occasion, though on others, when political animosities rau high, made to smart under his dis:rleasure, yet never ceasing, whatever were my opinion of the poli1ncs he cultivated, to respect the man, and to honor his consistency, his unyielding integ1·ity, and his talents as a statesman and orator, I con cientiously cau say, that he nlways seemed to me rather to move with the masses than to lead them. His extensive knowledge, pn.rticularly in constitutional lore and in his tory, and his commaudiug eloquence, no doubt had great weight with them.; but to impute to him exclusive! v the entire respom!Îbility and demerit, or merit, as the case may be, of the trouble 
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Cha p. in Canada, and finally the insurrections of 183~ and 1838, is mercly 
xxxix absurd, a!:d argues either a foregone conclusion in those who 

...__.r-' make the assertion, or singular inattention to what for the 
1837. last thirty years had been passing in Lower Canada. The rcspon

sibility of these rebellions will fall more upon the Colonial :Miois
ters, who, during that period, reigned in Downing street, thun upon 
the Canadian patriot and his compeers. Pro minent by his position 
at the head of the Commons, and still more so by his talents, it is 
not surprising that he should have been looked up to by the great 
mass of his fellow-countrymen, and, as their political idol, become 
involved in their cause, and finally crushed in it. But it is well 
known that he by no means sought a cr isis of the kind that unhap
pily took place, though all re:flecting meu foresaw that such must 
be the result, soon or late, of the policy he was pursuing for years 
bcfore the outbreak. The only wonder is, th!lt it was so long iu 
coming. :Many, if not most of those in whom, a! coadjutors, he 
confided, were unruly, and not onl;r impatient of his control, but 
urged him, it has been supposed, mto measures tha.t he diù not 
heartily approve. Not sufficiently self-reliant for a leader of 
masses about to try their strength aguinst an established and 
powerful government, he probably surrendered his judgment 
to those who had little or none of their own, or the crisis 
might have taken a very different turn, and with far more serions 
results. Be this as it may, posterity will, and with reason, rank 
him among the eminent men of the age on this continent, and, 
notwithstanding the vehemence with whir.h in their passions many 
of all parties in turu, even his own warmest disciples, have cel15ured, 
nay reprobated bim in his day, his memory will be respcct"d &.3 

that of a patriot. 
He is at heart a republican, decidedly; and, howeverïmpolitic 

and nnwise the frank and frequent public expression of his convie· 
tions in this respect may be, or have been, and whi.ch I sincerely 
conld wish were otherwise, they are entitled to respect as being 
nndisguised, fcarlessly avowed, and conscientious. Not to be, bow
ever, deemed an absolute panegyrist of Mr. Papineau, I frecly admit 
that there bas becn rouch in his political career to disapprove, regret 
and condemn; but most men already willingly own, and none more 
readily thau do the British Canadians, formerly so hostile to him, 
that his policy has eventuated in essential gootl to the country, m~;d 
that on the wholè it was, after ali, far better thau ihat of the exotlc 
Bureaucracy, or clique of placeholders, having little or no stake in the 
country but thQir offices, and the emoluments derivecl therefrom, 
for w bi ch in rcturn they mis-governed the country, and on whom 
it now looks back with scorn, who then monopolized the patronage 
and powers of government t~at he, from the outsct, sturdily op· 
posed, and whlch finally was overthrown chie:fly through his cxer-
tions. 

It was, in fact, the incessant parliamentary war waged by M.r. 
Papineau in the interests of the public against the Burcaucracy m 
crossing their views of self-nggrandizement, that gave hlm the 
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1'1-p"Utn.Hon of an -.ïmpracticable man-an obstructive-excelling oniy Chap. in opposition aml the work of demolition, but utterly incapable of xxxix constructing or building up institutions for the permanent advan-~ tage of his country. This, indeed, proves his policy, but no lack 1837. of talents on the score alluded to. It should be borne in mind, that Mr. Papiueau's predilections are avowedly democratie and rcpublican, and his aspirationB for the indepcndence of Canada,sentiments in which certainly there is nothing unnatural nor igno· ble, to whatevcr other objections they may be open,-and therefore that he is by policy, and on principle, an obstructive to all men-sures of a nature to give permanency to the colonial state, as one which he, at least, deems of minority and of bondage to his native country, anJ, as such, must desire rather to abridge than perpetuate or prolong. What his abilities to legislate and build. up for an independency, had the rebellions resulted in such, might have proved, must romain a problem. But those who have been the besfi acquainted with Mr. P. will not, I opine, be the most likly to undervalue his talents, or think him deficient even on this head. In fine, they who have only kno\vn Mr. Papineau through his politics and the asperitics of public life, in which, perhaps, he has been more inflexible thau was consistent with skilful statesmanship, cau have no just idea of the many excellent, moral, social and domestic qualities for which in private life he is distinguished. Uniting the erudition of the man of letters with the urbanity of a. gentleman; possessing also the highest of conversational powers, and in an emineut degree frank, communicative and convivial, he is, out of poli tics, all that cau be desired, and, in the dome&tic circle unrivalled for the amenity and kindness of his manners and disposi~ tiou. Like most men of strong mind and decided character, bis resentments are indeed deep and lasting, but, as a set-off to these, such also are his friendships. No more sin cere friend cau be thau Mr. Papineau. In every domestic and social relation, whether as husband, father, citizen, neighbour, companion or friend, all who intimately koow, muBt acknowledge him to be not merely unex~ ceptionable, but exemplary. Of his power and prowess in debute nothing need here be said. Few have ventured to enter the lists and cope with him who have not been floored in the contest. Express~ ing himself with equal ease, elegance and energy, in the English as in the French language, hil• eloquence is at once felt to be of a. superior order, grave, dignified and senatorial. He has been, as eminent men ever are, variously represented, according to tho prejudices or prepossessions of those who have written of him,by sorne as faithless, and little better thau a Demon; by others as a political redeemer; and, indeed, by the same individuals very differently at different periods, and under different circumstauces. But whatever be his merit or demerit as a v.olitician and states~ man, a matter which those who follow us mll more correctly de~ cide thau we, his cotemporaries cau, I have endeavoured-as one of them, unbiassed by any other motive of which I am conscious, thau a desire to do common justice to a :master-mind and inde· 
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Chap. pendent man, to say the least of hlm, who, in his own country 
xxxrx certainly has been the roost eminent of his time-to dclineate with 
,_....,--...-an impartial hand his many private virtues and eharacter, as I 
1837. have known them to be, that posterity, after the cloud of prejudice 

which, from the untoward course of his political career, still over
shadows his nome, shall have disappeared with himself, may un
derstand and appreciate his worth ag a man, if it cannot applaud 
him as a successful politician. 

Mr. Papineau's political life may be deemed at an end, or I 
should not have sa1d so much of him; but I hope the term of his 
naturallife may still be distaut. Born in 1786, he is now in his 
ô7th year, and, though, naturally something the worse of the 
wear and tear of time and of poli tics combined, still in the full pos
session of his intellectual faculties, and with his family living in 
retirement on the seigniory of La Petite Nation, County of Ottawa, 
enjoying the general good will and esteem of his neighbours a.nd 
ncquaintance. R. c. 

laND OF FOURTH VOLUME, 



o,lnhiso'!'!lcv:ntry 
ime-to delinea~e ~!h 
.es and tharacttr, 1! 1 
rthec\oudofpreju~~ 
litiealcareer,stillort:· 
1 iithhinmlf, mar un· 
111,ifiteannotapp~~d 

ieemed at an e~~ or 1 
t Ihopellietennofhll 
nllSo, he l!nowin~! 
:lhing ilie 1l'OI'iî of~e 

M.stillinthefull~ 
·~wlarnilvliringin 

[GIVtl, Conn tv Or Ott.m, 
~ù!h:in~h!llursilld 

RC. 












	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2.pdf
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0001
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0002
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0003
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0004
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0005
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0006
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0007
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0008
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0009
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0010
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0011
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0012
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0013
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0014
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0015
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0016
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0017
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0018
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0019
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0020
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0021
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0022
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0023
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0024
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0025
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0026
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0027
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0028
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0029
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0030
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0031
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0032
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0033
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0034
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0035
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0036
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0037
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0038
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0039
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0040
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0041
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0042
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0043
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0044
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0045
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0046
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0047
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0048
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0049
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0050
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0051
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0052
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0053
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0054
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0055
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0056
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0057
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0058
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0059
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0060
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0061
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0062
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0063
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0064
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0065
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0066
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0067
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0068
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0069
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0070
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0071
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0072
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0073
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0074
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0075
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0076
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0077
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0078
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0079
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0080
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0081
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0082
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0083
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0084
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0085
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0086
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0087
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0088
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0089
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0090
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0091
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0092
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0093
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0094
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0095
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0096
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0097
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0098
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0099
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0100
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0101
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0102
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0103
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0104
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0105
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0106
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0107
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0108
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0109
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0110
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0111
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0112
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0113
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0114
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0115
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0116
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0117
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0118
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0119
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0120
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0121
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0122
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0123
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0124
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0125
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0126
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0127
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0128
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0129
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0130
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0131
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0132
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0133
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0134
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0135
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0136
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0137
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0138
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0139
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0140
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0141
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0142
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0143
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0144
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0145
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0146
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0147
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0148
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0149
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0150
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0151
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0152
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0153
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0154
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0155
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0156
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0157
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0158
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0159
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0160
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0161
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0162
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0163
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0164
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0165
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0166
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0167
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0168
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0169
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0170
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0171
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0172
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0173
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0174
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0175
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0176
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0177
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0178
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0179
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0180
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0181
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0182
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0183
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0184
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0185
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0186
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0187
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0188
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0189
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0190
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0191
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0192
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0193
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0194
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0195
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0196
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0197
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0198
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0199
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0200
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0201
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0202
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0203
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0204
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0205
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0206
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0207
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0208
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0209
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0210
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0211
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0212
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0213
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0214
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0215
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0216
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0217
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0218
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0219
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0220
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0221
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0222
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0223
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0224
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0225
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0226
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0227
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0228
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0229
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0230
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0231
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0232
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0233
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0234
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0235
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0236
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0237
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0238
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0239
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0240
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0241
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0242
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0243
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0244
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0245
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0246
	rbsc_lc_history-lower-canada-1791_Lande00138_v4p2_0247


