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PR E F A C E. 

·As no regular Hifl:cry of CANADA has 
hitherto appeared in the Engliih language, 
it ha~ been deemed advifeable to commit 
the following ilieets to the prefs. They 
are not offered to the Public as compofing 
an original work. The greateft part of 
their contents has been taken from l' Hif
toire de la Nouvel!e France, written many 
years ago, by Father Charlevoix. The 
names of the other writers, who have like
wife been confulted on the prefent occafion, 
are as under *. 

The Hifl:ory of the Troquois, or Five 
Nations, is much involved with that of 
Canada, the inhabitants having been ne-

• Voyages de Champlain. 
Voyages de la Henton. 
Le Clerc fur l'Etabli!fement de la Foix, &c. 
Voyages de la Patherie. 
Lettres Edifiantes et Curieufes. 
L'Hiftoire des Voyages. 

ceffitated, 



• Vl PREFACE. 

ceffirated, for a long feries of years, to 

maintain, againfl: the unremitted efforts of 

that people, an almoft continual ftruggle. 

Although at once the moft warlike, as well 

as political, of all the natives on the con· 

tinent of America, the number of their 

warriors exceeded not a few thoufands ; 

and they long continued to fpread terror 

and defolation throughout an extent of 

feveral thoufand miles. The promptitude 

and energy with which their rneafures 

were ufually executed, compenfated, in a 

great degree, for the fmallnefs of their 

numbers. Their mode of warfare was by 

ambufcade and furprife, and they feldom 

hazarded an open engagement. The chief 

credit of a leader confined in proYiding 

for the fafety of his own party, and at the 

fame time of deftroying or of capturing 

as great a number as poffible of the enemy. 

This mode of combat, doubtlefS, originated 

from the ftate of the country inhabited l5y 

favages, it being eYery where covered w·ith 

thick forefl:s. 

The courage diiiplay d by favao-es feems 
• b , 

generally, to confift m re in patience dur-

Ing 



PREFACE. 

ing fuffering, than in expofing themfel ves 

to the chances of open war. Habituated 

to view with indifference the profpetl: of 

death, they endure the mofi excruciating 
torture '11:ithout betraying any fymptom of 
fear, or indicating a fenfation of pain. 
This fpecies of courage feems only to dif
fer from that of civilized nations by the 

mode in which it is diretl:ed. 

The leading principles which at1uatc the 
f.:lVages of North Arr.erica, are their che· 

rilhing a firong and unalterable atrachment 
for the tribe among whom they were born, 
the refpeCt and tender recollection which 
they entertain for the mem.ory of their de
parted friends, and their implacable hatred 

to their enemies. 
The manners and cuftoms of various 

nations on the continent of America wil1, 
perhaps, compofe the fubjeet of a future 

difquifition. 
Altl:ough fituated at an immenfe dif

tance from Canada, LouiSIANA was, from 
its original difcovery, and other circum
ftances, confider ed, at its firH fetrlernent, 
to be intimately conneB:ed with that pro-

,~ A 4 vwce. 
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vince. The diocefe of the Biibop of ~e
bec extended to the fettlers of the latter, 
and the miffionaries efl:ablifhed there were 
under his diredion. The colony of the 
Illinois, which was originally attached to 

Canada, but afterwards added to Louifiana, 
had a dired communication with 1'\ew 
Orleans, by means of the navigation of 
the Miffifippi, and contribu ted towards 

the fupport of that fettlement. The Hif
tory of the Efl:abliiliment of Louifiana is, 

therefore, not improperly included in that 
of Canada. 

Q_£EBEC) 

26th October 1803. 
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Dijcovery of Canada.-Vopge.r qf JacqueJ Carti,·,·.-Set
tleme'lt of fi<!tebec by Champ!ain.-He acc;;mp:mies t.?'e 

'Aigonquin.r and Hurons on Expeditions agai1!fl the fro· 

quois.-That NatiC;n attack the m'Zv Colony, and are 

repu!Jed.-Commerce 'and Government rf Canada ve)!ed 

in a Company qf a kundred Affici,'ltes.-f0.tebec tak·en by 

the Englijh.-Re)lored to France by the Treoty of St. 
Ge;·main e•z La)e.-Death qf Champlain the Gv'l en;Jr. 

-His Chtn·aatr.-Ejlablijhme•d if the Order of St. 
Sulpicius on the ljland of Montreal. 

AFTER the difcovery of America by Chrif-
topher Columbus, under the patronage of 

Ftrdinand and !fabella, king and queen of Caf
tile, various expeditions from different ports in 
Europe were fitted ut for invefl:igating and ex-

VOL. I. B ploring 



HIS TO It Y Or CANADA. 

B o o K pioring the coafl:s of the New World, which had 
L r 

'--v--1 promifed to its fir!l: vifitors inexhaufiible 1ources 
1 ~-92 • of wealth. 

Henry the Seventh, king of England, whofe 

ceconomy had deprived him of the honour of 

contributing towards the accomplifhment of an 

event, the mo!l: important in its confequences 

thc>.t had ever taken place a!Uong mankind ; to 

atone, in fome meafure, for his incredulity and 

neglect, fent, in lefs than two years afterwards., 

on difcoveries to the well:ward, and with a view 

alfo of finding a fhorter paifage to the Indies, 

John Gabato, a Venetian, who was the firll: Eu

ropean that vifited Newfoundland, and part of 

the neighbouring continent. -

JScc. Another navigator, named Gafpar de Co-

terelle, explored all the wefiern coaft of N'ew

foundland, and part of Labrador. Not long 

after this period, the great bank of Newfound

land was frequented by Britifh and Norman 

failors, for the purpofe of carrying on the cod 

fifheries. 

:;:z 5. No attention to the efiabli!hment of fettle 

ments on the continent of America was paid by 

any of the powers of Europe, until Francis the 
Firfr of France fent out John Verazani to ex
amine the coafis of that country. 

It is much to the credit of the Italians, that 

the three great fiates who !hare the continent of 

he-
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the New \Vorld, owe to their countrymen the ri a o K 
l. 

firfi difcoveries which were made in that quarter. ~ 
To Chriftopher Columbus, a native of Genoa, 1 5"5 · 

Spain is indebted for her rich poifeffions in the 
we!lern hemifphere.-Jean Gabato and his fons; 
citizens of Venice, opened to the Englifh a know. 
ledge of the territories \'fhich they afterwards OCo 

cupied ; and Verazani, a native of Florencej 
communicated to the French the firfl: fatisfactory 
information of the tracts of country which were 
deftined to be fettled and poifeffed by that 
people. 

Another celebrated navigator may be added 
to thefe, Ameticus Vefpuccio, a Florehtine; who 
rendered to the Cafl:ilians and Portuguefe emi
nent fervices in the New Wotld; and who, al
though not the firft difcoverer of that continent, 
had the fingular and enviable pre-eminence of 
communicating to it his name. 

Verazani, after having made two voyages to 
1 52 ~ 

America, during the latter of which he ventured & 

to difembark on fome parts of the coafl, to IFS· 

which he gave names long ago forgotten, fet out 
from France on a third expedition, with a de. 
fign of efl:ablifhing a colony on that continent; 
but having never been afterwards heard of, the 
thoughts of adventuring thither were for fome 
years abandoned by the French government. 

B 2 Philip 
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Phi!ip Chabot, admiral of France, at lengt 1 

prevailed on his fovereign to refume the former 

intention of efl:ablifhing a colony in America, 

from whence the Spaniards drew immenfe quan

ties of treafure. The plan which he fuggefl:ed 

being approYed of, Jacques Cartier, a captain of 

Saint Maloes, was feletl:ed for carrying it into 

effeCt. Having received his infl:rucrions, Carrier 

failed from Saint Maloes, on the 2oth of .April, 

wit two veffels of twenty tons each, containing 

lwenty~two failors. He arrived, on the 1oth of 

J\lay, near Cape Bonavifla, in the ii and of ..... 'ew

foundland, and d~fcending from thence fix de

crees to the fouth-eafi, entered into a harbour, 
0 

to which he gave the name of Saint Catherine. 

Proceeding on his courfe towards the nort , h'"' 

difcovered fome fmall iflands in the Gulf, l·hich 

he called lies au:~ Oijeaux, or Bird Inands ...... -V"ter 

having failed for fome days along the coafl: of 

rewfoundland, without being able to afcertain 

whether or not it was an i:fland, he direCted hiJ 

courfe to the fouthward, and entered into a ay 

of confiderable extent, which, from the he~ pre

valent there at that feafon of the year, he dif

tingui{hed by the appellation of B.1ye de Cba! urs. 

This is the fame which in fome ancient m p::: 

bears the name of Ba)'e des Ejptzgno!s, and ·r ·i~ 

faid, that the Spaniards haYing landed ther , an 

find in 
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finding no mines, pronounced repeatedly thefe 
two words, "./lea }lada," " here is nothino- ·" 

h' 

\Yhich fome of the 1avages having ufed to the 
French, made them at firft imacrine that Canada ,:-, 

_was the name by which the country was ge-
nerally know·n among the nJ.tives When he 

had coafled a great part of the Gulph, he took 
poifeffion of the country in the name of his Moft 

Chri[i:ian Majefty, and fetting fail for France on 

the Isth of Anguil, arrived on the sth of Sep· 

tember at Saint l\Ialoes-

On the report of this voyage, w hi eh was laid 
before the king and his rr mdrers, it was con
ceived that confiderJble advar~tage might accrue 

to France by the eihblifhnlen·- of a colony in 
that p·art of America. Cartier accordingly ob

tained .a commi-ilion more amole than the firft 
' 

with which he had been invefted, having now 
under his gu~dance three fhips vv.:li equi:jped. 

Accompanied by feveral young gentlemen who 

s 
BOOK. 

L 
'--'v---1 

1534· 

wifhed to attend him as volunteers he embarked 153), 

on the 1 <;th of May in La Grande Hermine, a 
veffel of one hundred and twenty tons burden. 
On the 25th ai:d 26th of July, the three veffels 
arrived at the place of rendezvous m the Gulph, 

after encountering on the voyage a fevere ftonn, 
in which they had been feparated. By the vio· 
lence of the weather, Cartier ,vas compelled, on 

'"he I£]: cf Aug~!l, to take refuge in a port at the 
B 3 entrance 
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entrance of the river, and on the northern coaft, 

which he called Saint Nicholas, and it is one of the 

few places in Canada which have retained the 

names given to them by that navigator. The vefo 

felsagain entered the gulph on the roth of Augufr, 

when Cartier gave to a bay, which is fituated on 

~he north coaft and oppofite the iflandof 1\.nticofii, 

the name of Saint Laurent, in honour of a Saint 

in the Romifh calendar, whofe fafi: is obferved 

on that day; a name, which was afterwards ex

tended to the Gulph, and to that immenfe river 

which there difembogues its waters, formerly 

known by the appellation of the river of Canada; 

which, for vaftnefs of fource~, length of navigable 

com{e, and pieturefque grandeur, and beautiful 

fcenery exhibited by its banks, frands unrivalled 

by any body of frefh waters on the habitable 

globe. To AnticoO:i he gave the title of Af
fumptiqn, but this has now yielded to its former 
pame. 

On the rfl: of September, he entered the 

p10uth of the Saguenay, and thence continuing 

to range along the coafl: of the Saint Laurence 

for about fifteen leagues, he anchored near an 

ifland, which he called l'Ifle aux Coudres, from 

the quantity of hazle trees with which it abound. 

ed. In afcending the river eight leagues further, 
he ·approached another ifland, larger and more 

~ea~tiful than the lafl:) in whofe woods he dif-

~overed 
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covered a number of wild vines, whence he called 
it l'Hle de Bacchus, an appellation which after
wards gave place to that of Orleans. From 
hence he continued his courfe for upwards of ten 
leagues higher, and arrived at the mouth of a 
rapid river which flo\VS from the northward> 
denominated by him la Riviere Sainte Croix, 
becaufe_ he entered it on the I 4th of Septem

ber. 

On the I gth of the fame month, Car tier failed 
in the Hermine, to proceed to the ifland of Mon
treal, on which was an Indian village called Hoche

Iaga; but on t he 29th his veffel getting aground in 
lake St. Pet-er, he profecutecl hjs j-ourney in two 
long boats well armed, and arrived at Hochel~ga 
-on the zd of OCtober.. The inhabitants of this fet
tlement received with kindnefs both him and his 
_attendants; and during his fray he afcended the 
mountain of Montreal, and was highly gratifieci 
with the beauty, extent, and variety, which the 
.country prefents to the eye when viewed from 

the fummit of that eminence. 

The inhabitants of the village were Hurons, 

w ho appeared to be inoffenfive in their manners, 
and as they had never before feen any of the 
human fpecies of the colour of Europeans, they 
attributed to them fomething fupernatural, and 

were particularly firuck with the appearance and 

effect of their fire-arms. 
Cartie:-
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Cattier left Hochelaga on the 5th of OB:ober, 

and on the r Ith arrived at Saint Croix, where, 

from the adv(lnced fi:ate of the [eafon, he foun 

it would be neceffary to pafs the winter. During 

that period, he and his people were violt"I Jy 
attacked by the fcurvy, \\ hich was cured by 

means of the bark of the fir-tree, from a parti

cular fpecies of which the Canadian balfam is 

produced. 
' In the following year Cartier returned to 

France, and made a favourable report to his 

Sovereign of the country which he had vifited 

and explored. 
From the d;1te of this event, nearly four years 

had elapfed, when Frans:ois de la Roque, Seig

neur de Roberval, applied to Fra cis the Firft 

for a commiffion to profecute the diicoveries 

already rnaue in Canada; aed letters patent~ bear

~ng date the I 5th of January I 540, \\'ere granted 
for this purpofe, declaring him Seigneur ot Nor

imbegue, Viceroy and Lieutenant- General in 

Canada, H cchelaga, SJguenay, Terre N euYe *, 
Belliile, Carpon, Labrador, la· Grande BJye t, 
and Bacculaos , and giving him over all thefe 

places the fame power and authority which the 
king himfelf poffe{fed. 

4!! Ne:~:vfcu n land. t Ba~ f CI--.lcurs. 

I. de 
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l\1. de Roberval et barked the following year, 
nd !.tiled from F ·ance with five ve{fels, Jacques 

Carrier accompanying him in the flation of firfl: 
captain The voyage was fuccefsful, and a fort 

·as cor.fhu · ed, ac-..ordin~ to forne writers, on 
the borders of the r\·er Saint Lawrence, to 
others, on the it1a.1 :i of Cape Breton; and Jacques 
Cartier remaininrr there as a commandant, with 
feveral men, a fuffitient quantity of provifions, 
and one of his veifels, M. e Roher,val returned 
o France to folicit r .ore ample fuccuurs. 

The pofl: appears to have been injudiciouily 
~hofeu, fc:· rhe cold and other inconveniencies 
di C:L 'raged the ga1 rifon, which ·was likewife 
moleflect by the natives, who, on their part, were 
ofFended that {hangers fhould form an efl:ablifh. 
;nent in their territory. Jacques Cartier defpair
ing ot the return of :M. de Roberval, embarked 

·ith hi:- neo1-le, with an i tention of failing for 
France, but meeting near the coafl: of New
!oundland, the Vice_roy, accompanied with a con
fider ctbly fupply of men, arms and provifions, 
was readily Feva:led on to join him. 

As foon as l\1. de Roberval had re-ef1ablifhed 
his garrifon, re left Jacques Cartier there a 
fecond time, w; h the greater part of his people ; 
he afterwards afc:ended the river Saint Lawrence, 
and entered the mouth of the Saguenay, from 
whence he difpatched one of hi~ pilots to en· 

deavour 
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deavour to difcover, beyond Newfoundlana, a 
paffage to the weflward. The pilot failed no 
higher than the sznrl degree of latitude, and re
turned. The time employed in this voyage to 
Canada is not mentioned in any extant memoir, 
but it appears that M. de Roberval did not 
remain long in that country, as he communi
cated to Jacques Cartier the difco\'eries he had 

made. 
He embarked again for Canada a few year 

afterwards, accompanied by his brother, who 
had acquired confiderable reputation in the 

army, and was called by Francis the Firfl, le 
Gendarme d' Annibat Both they and Cartier 
perifhed on this voyag~, together \\'i:h all their 
attendants, and it never could be known ho\ · 
or where this misfortune happened. \Vith them 
every hope of efl~blifhing a .colony in America 
became for the prefent fuppreifed. 

After France, torn by civil ·ars, had re

fumed her former tranquillity under Henry th 
Fourth, the l\tlarquis de la Roche, a gentleman 
of Breton, obtained from the king the fame corn
million which 1\I. de Roberval had enjoyed. He 
vifited the coal1: of Acadia, made fome obferva
tions upon it, and returned to France. Being 
unable, from unfortunate circumfl:ances, to pro
fecute his enterprife, his death, it is fuppofed~ 
was occafioned by difappointment. 

From 



H-!STORY OF CANADA, 

From the period now mentioned, not more 
than three years had elapfed, when the Sieur Pent

grave, an expert navigator, and one of the princi

pal merchants of St. Maloes,'who had made feveral 

voyages to Tadouifac, and conceived that confider
able profit might be reaped from the traffic for 
furs, if purfued exclufively by one a!fociation, 
propofed to l\1. Chauvin, captain of a ve!fel, that 

* commiffion for this purpofe, containing alfo all 
the prerogatives granted to M. de la Roche, 
fuould be procured from the king. That corn
million having been granted, fome fmall veifels 
were equipped and failed for Tadou!fJ.c, under 

the guidance of M. Pontgrave, M. Chauvin 
having alfo made this voyage. The former 
wifhed to afcend as far as Three Rivers, becaufe 
that place, which he had before examined with 
care, appeared to him the mofl: eligible on which 
to form a fettlement. The only intention of the 
latter, however, was to trade for furs, with 

which he foon loaded his velfels. He made ano

ther voyage for the fame purpofe, and with equal 

fuccefs. 
M. Chatte, governor of Dieppe, fucceeding M. 

Chauvin, formed a company of merchants at 

Rouen, and fitted out an armament, the conduCl: 

of which he committed to Pontgrave, to whom 

the king had given letters patent for profecuting 

difcoverieg, and dl:abli!hing fettlements in the 
nver 

11 
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B o o K river of Canada. Samuel de Champlain, th 
~· commander of a veifel arrivi~g at the fame time 

'598· from the Weft Indies, M. de Chatte propofed to 

him to embark for Canada, to which, after ob· 
tai,ning leave of the king, he confented. 

In I 6o3" they arrived at the place of their 
deflination, where Champlai~, after remaining 

for a few days, embarked in a light batreau with 
five failors, and afcended the St. Lawrence from 
Tadouifac as high as the Falls of St. Louis on 
the fourh fide of the ifland of l\tlontreal, where 
Ca tier had formerly been. The village of 
Hochelaga was found almo!l deferted, but a 
very few inhabitants remaining. 

He defcended to the !hips, and fa!ling to 

Acadia, left a frnall fettleme~t on its coaft. He 

reconnoitered the northern coaft of the Gulph, 
which he named Malebau, becat.:fe his ve .. e! ;;. as 

in danger of bemg ftranded He there ... -intered, 
and took pofTeilion of it in the nan e of the king 
his mafier, as alfo of Cape ~lane, which i~ to the 
eafl:w:nd. 

The company ·with which Pontgra\·e and 
~ 

Champlain were concerned, increafed in numbe: 

in proportion as the ccmn:erce in peltr; becam-. 
more confiderable. The l'hlonefc, in par icular 
entered \vith fuch fpirit hto its \'ie n:, "', g .. ea:i -
tended to an augmentation of its f- nr1s, -

Iv+. de 
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1\f. de Chalnpl in, whofe inclination did not 

• ad him to tal·e much intcreft in commerce, and 

\\ hofe fen ime:1ts ' ere liberal and direB:ed to the 

public welfare, after having maturely fearched 

for the mol eligible fpot on which to found a 

fettlement, w ich the court of France defired 

m:ght be made on the coafl: of rhe river, he 

hofe t e promontory of ~ebec, \Yhere he ar-

I.., 
.) 

BOOK 
I. 

riv d n the 13th of July. Having ereB:ed 6 Q 
1 0- . 

fome huts for himfelf and his people, they began 

to cl ar the land of the wood with which it was 

o·. ere-1
• 

l\1. de 1\IonL, who was at the head of the 

zffoc"ation in \vhich Champlain and Pontgrave 

·ere engaged, and who having had a patent for 

f rm·ng fettlements and trading in North Ame-

"ca, had been unfuccefsful in the execution of 

rhe objed:s he had in view with refpeB: to Acadia, 

and had thereby, in a great meafure, I oil his 

influence with the men in power. Champlain 

and Pontgrave at ached themfelves neverthelefs 

more ftrongly to his interefls, and failed for 

• ~mer! ea, a year from the date of their lafl: 
·oya e, the former with a defign to fuccour and 

advanc€ his fettlement at ~1ebec, the latter to 

profecute the traffic at Tadoufi'Jc. 

The infant colony was found in as good a con

dition, as from the c;rcumflances of the climate, 

~nd the inc\ !try of the fettlers, could te fup· 
pofed. 
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pofed. DireCtions had been given for the culti

vation of rye and corn, and the crops produced 

from both had been fufficiently abundant. The 

vine had alfo been planted, but from the long 

duration andfeverity of the cold, it gave but faint 

indication of ever being able to arrive at any 

degree of maturity or perfeCtion. 
The favages who frequented and owned the 

neighbouring country, were called Algonquins. 

The Monta2;nez poifeffed the territory bordering 

on the Saguenay and the fettlement of Tadouf

fac. \Vith neither of thefe tribes did the French 

find any difficulty in forming an alliance, efpe

cially as they affifl:ed them in times of want~ 

which not unfrequently happened, particularly 

when they had been unfuccefsful in the chace. 

But the grea~efl: advantage which thefe natives 

hoped to derive from the French, was by procur

ing their affifl:ance againfl: their common enemy 
the Iroquois. 

Ch:1mplain having wintered at ~ebec, and 

being there joined in the fpring by Pontgrave, 

and a party of Hurons, Algonquin~, and ~1on
tagnez, who were on their march againfl: their 

comrr:on enemy ; the forrr.er, without due re

fleCtion of t~e futur~ confequences which might 
enfue from hts early mterference in the wars of 

the fav ages, was perfuaded to accompany them 

and to become their leader. From hence doubt-

lef:. 
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_eis may be traced, the calamities and dangers to 

which afterwards the colony was frequently ex

pofed, a,nd which at fame periods threatened its 

total dell:ruftion. 

He embarked with his allies, on the river St .. 

Lawrence, and profecuting their journey in frnall 

birch canoes, afcendee the river of the Iroquoi ~ ? 

now called Sorel. After palling the rapid of 

Chambly, they encamped before the enemy, and 

entrenched themfelves towards the land fide 

;vith large fl:akes. It is not the cufl:om of favages 

w fortify themfelves on the fide towards the 

water, as they are never attacked from that 

quarter. They only arrange thei canoes by the 

order of the river, or lake, and the furprife 

mufl: be fudden if they have not time to embark~ 

and get beyond the reach of danger before the 

entrenchment can be furced. When they have: 

e~camped, they detach fcouts to reconnoitre, 

but this is only a ceremony. The fcouts never 

go far from the camp, and if they return without 

perceiving any figns of the enemy, the whole· 

band goes quietly to refl:. They are often the 

dupes of fo ra!h a confidence in fecurity, but ex

perience has not taught them to remedy the 

neglecr. The Iroquois alone make war with. 

great circumfpeB:ion, which is doubtlefs one of 

the chief caufes of the fuperiority which they 

have gained over their foes, who do not yield to 
them 

B 0 0 K 
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them in valour, and whofe fuperior numbers 

ought to have fubdued them. 

Without effeB: did Champlain reprefent to h1s 

allies the danger to which they expofed them

felves by a conduct fo extraordinary ; the only 

reply which they ~ade was, that men who had 

toiled during the day, required to pafs the night 

in repofe. The whole of the country through 

wh ich they paired during th is expedition, ap

peared rich and agreeable. A 1arge lake, near 

th irty leagues in length, and t welve in ~he 

broadefl: part, at \Yhich they at length arrived, 

Champ lain diflinguifhed by his own name,\ hi eh 

it has ever fince retained. 

· The ene.ny ,~·ere met on this 1dke, but a~ 

favage~ feldom figh t upon the '·atP both parties 

gained the ihore. 0:1 the fol!mrin
0 

morn:ng 

they engaged, when tl.e lroquois \';'ere de'eared, 

chiefly owing to the fupenority which t~e French 

with theh fire arms gave to the allies. 

After this expedition, Chan::plain defcended 

to Tadouffac, where he embarked with 1\I. Pont

grave for France, leaving the colony under the 

direction of Pierre Ch3.uYin. He wa, well re

ceived by his fovereign, to \\h0!!1 h gaye a par

ticular t:fcription of the colon;, and of the 

country in \\·hich it was fetti d; and on this 

occ.dion the appellation of Tew France was nrfi: 

given to --.anada. 
8 Champlain 



Champlain and Pontgrave embarked at Har- :B o o t< 
I. 

fleur to fail again for New France, having two ...__.,--.J 
armed veffels under their command. They had 7 :1~ ~-ar. 
not long arrived, when the former was folicited 
by the l\Iontagnez and Algonquins to accom. 
pany them in a fecond campaign againft the 
Iroquois. They marched to the river Sorel, 
and Champlain followed them in a barque; but 
he found not there the number of warriors 
which his allies had induced him to expect. 

He at the fame time learned that a party com
pofed of a hundred Iroquois was not far difl:ant, 
and that if he wifhed to f urprife them he had 
hot a moment to lofe. He therefore left his 
barque, and entered into <J. canoe, atrended by 
four Frenchmen in feparate canoes. The con
federates had not proceeded on above half aa 
hour, when they fprung afhore, without faying a 
word to the French, and deferting their canoes, 
fwiftly ran into the woods. Champlain found 
himfelf much embarra!fed refpeB:ing the mea
fures he ought to purfue, as he had been for
faken, without a fingle guide, and had to walk 
through a mar!hy country, and acrofs pathlefs 
forefis, infefted by multitudes of mufquitoes 
and other winged tribes of torture which cloud 
the atmofphere. Having proceeded for fo~e 

time as chance directed, dreading every moment 
that he might be loft in he woods, he perceived 

voL. 1. c a favage 
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a favage whom he joined. Shortly afterwards 

an Algonquin captain came to him, and befonght 

him to quicken his pace, as the allies were en

gaged wi th the Iroquois. The ihouts of t.he 

combatants foon reached his ears. T he alhes 

had attacked the enemy, who were well en

trenched, and were repu lfed with fame lofs.. At 
the fi ght of the F rench thei r co urage rekindied , 

and they rapidly re turned to the charge. T he 

lroquois, who were yet unikilled in defending 

themfelves againft fire arms, began to relax , and 

to take ihelter, many of them having fallen by 

:fhot from the blunderbuifes. Ammunition at 

leng th failing the allies, who had not provided 

for fo long a refifl:ance, it was propofed they 

fhould ~ aifault the entrenchment. C hamplain 

with his four Frenchmen placed himfelf at their 

head, and notwithfl:anding the vigorous defence 

of the befieged, a confiderable breach was made. 

In the mean time a young Frenchman, whom 

Champlain had left in his barque, arrived, ac

companied by five of his comr~des . The fo rtu

nate arrival of this fuccour allo\Yed th e aifailants 

time to breath, whilf1: they alfo kept the enemy 

engaged. The favages again returned to the 

affault, and the French placed themfelves on the 

wings to fui1ain them . The Iroquois became 

overpowered by thefe repeated attacks, and al

moil the whole \Vere killed or captured ; fa me .. 
runnmg 
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running to the river' there plunged themfelves 

headlong and were drowned. The aClion being 

thus terminated, there arrived another party of 

Frenchmen, who were inclined to folace them

felves for the lofs of a participation in the honour 

of the victory, by a ilia re in the diviflon of the 

fpoils. They feized t~e beaver ikins which con

cealed the nakednefs of the dead. This gave 

much umbrage to the allied favages; \vho, by 

the exercife of their ufual cruelty on the pri

foners, and by devouring one of them, excited, 

on the other hand, horror among the French. 

There the barbarians boafl:ed of a difinterefl:ed

nefs, which they were furprifed not to find in 

their more civilized allies, and conceived it a 

g;-eater evil to defpoil the dead, than to eat the 

fielh of prifoners, and to violate all the laws of 

humanity, by taking delight in infliCting the mofl: 

cruel torments on enemies no longer able to 

defend themftlves. 

Champlain demanded of them one of the cap

tives, whom they willingly befl:owed. He alfo 

engaged the Hurons, who were about to return 

to their country, to take with them a French

man, that he might acqu ire their language, u~0n 

condition that they would allow a youn.~· Huron 

to accompany him to France, tha~ he might be 

able to report to them the fl:~te of that kingdom, 

c ~ of 
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B o o K of which they had already fo often heard a de .. 
I. 

c..--..-
J6lo. 

fcription. 

He accordingly embarked with him the fame 

year, and returned the following fpring, when 

he conduB:ed him to l'vlontreal, where he chofe 

a fpot for a habitation, which he intended to 

efi:ablifh there; but which, howe:ver, he did not 

carry into execution, being obliged to return to 

France, where the death of the king had tended 

to corn pleat the ruin of the affairs of l'vT. de Monts. 

This gentleman~ by lofing his m after, lofl at 

the fame time all his remaining interefl:, and 

found himfelf no longer in a condition to en

gage in any undertaking. He exhorted Cham

plain, whom he had never abandoned, not to be 

difcouraged, and to feek out fome more powerful 

patron for the infant colony. He accordingly 

addreifed himfelf to Charles de Bombon, Count 

of Soiifons, who gave him a favourable recep

tion, agreed to the propofal which ~as offered 

him, of becoming the parent of New France, 

procured from the queen regent the authority 

neceifary to maintain and to advance what had 

already been begun, and nominated Champlain 

his lieutenant, with ample and unrefl:rained 

power. 

~61l. The death of this prince, which happened 

foon afterwards~ did not derange the affairs of 

New 
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New France, for rhe Prince of Conde readily 
condefcended to take charge of them, and con

tinued Champlain in the employ with which the 
count had invefled him. There arofe, however, 

fome difficulties relating to the fur trade, which 
were occafioned hy merchants of Saint Maloes, 
and this circumfiancl:! detamed him during twelve 
months in Fra -ce. 

On his ret urn to ~ebec, he found the fettle
ment in fo pror~erom. c1 !rate, that he thought it 
unnecdia.ry to remain there, and afcended with 
M . Pontgrave to l\1ontreal. After [pending fame 
days on the i!L.md, the latter defcended to 
~ebec and Champlain made a voyage on the 
grand river of the Outaouais, whofe courfe is to 
the r.orthwdrd of Montreal, and whofe junction 
with the waters of the Sr. Lawrence contributes 
to feparate from the con·inent that large and 
beautiful ifland, and the fmaller Hie de Jefus. 
From thence he :r-e urned to ~ebec to join 
Pontgrave, with whom he embarked for St. 
Maloes, where they arrived in the end of 

Augufl: 
He then entered into a ne rv plan of affocia

tion with merchants of that city, of Rouen, and 
of Rochelle. The prince, who had affumed the 
tide of viceroy of New France, approved of the 

a!fociation, and procured for that body letters

patent from the king. M. de Champlain, no 

c 3 longer 
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longer entertaining any doubt that a colony In 
which fo many wealthy perfons were now inter

dl:ed, and which had for its patron the fi:fl: 

prince of the blood royal, would foon acquire 

a more permanent and folid form, began fe

rioufly to think of providing for it fpiritual aids, 

of which it had hitherto been almofl: totally def

titute. He demanded and obtained four Re

colets, whom the company chearfully fupplied 

with every neceffary article, and he conducred 

them himfelf to Canada.-\Vhen they arrived 

at ~ebec, M. de Champlain immediately pro

~eeded to Montreal, where he found a number 

of Hurons with fome of their allies, who en

gaged him in a third expedi ion againfr the 

lroquois. By his complaifance to thefe fay ages, 
it mufi be allowed, he took the true means of 

conciliating their friendihip, and of becoming 

ftcquainted with their country, where he con

templated the efl:abli!hment of a profitable com

m~rce, and the mezns of their being converted 

to the Chrifl:ian faith. But he much expofed 

hifnfelf, and refleB:ed not, that this facility of 

f:Ondefcenfion to the will of barbarians, wa3 by 

no means fuitable for procuring that r fpecr 

which his charaCter and fituation demanded. 

Having occafion to return to ~ebec, he re

quefied that the favages would delay their de

rart~.ue unti~ he rejoined them ; but forgetting 

their 
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their promife, or being impatient, they embarked 

with fome Frenchmen who remained at Mon. 

treJl, and with Pierre Jufeph le Caron, Recolet, 

who was willing to embrace this opportunity of 

accufl:oming himfelf to the favage mode of life, 

that he might more quickly acquire their lan

guage, by bei11g under a neceffity of fpeaking it. 

The fa\·ages having difregarded their engage. 

ment, it appears that Champlain might, withcmt 

difficulty, have acquitted himfdf of that which 

he had given, and his experience might have 

fuggefled to him, that to retain refpecr among 

barbarians, any mark of infolence or difl:ruft 

ought not to be paffed with impuniry.-The 

oniy circumflance which can juflify Champlain 

in refolving to follow the Hurons, who difdained 

to a\vait his arrival, appears to have been his 

anxiety for the fafety of the Recolet, whom his 

zeal, rather than his prudence, had induced to 

attend them. 
He therefore departed with two Frenchmen 

and ten favages, whom he met on his arrival at 

Montreal ; and, although they travel!td with 

much expedition, he could not overtake the 

Hurons, until he approached their village. It 

was here agreed they fhould wait until the 

neighbouring warriors affembled. The interval 

of time was occupied in fefl:ivity and dancing, 

~nd in giving way to the emotions of joy which 
c 4 they 
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they appeared to feel at the profpeCl: of being 

aided by the Frenchmen in their war, of which 

they already aifured themfelves of vidory. 
The greater part of the people being con

vened, they left the village on the 1 fi: day of 

September, and paifed along the borders of a 

lake three leagues difl:ant from thence, \\·here 

there were extenfive fifheries referved for the 

winter . An _adjoining lake defcends into the lafi: 

by a narrow channel, in which great quantities of 

fifh are caurrht b"· means of oallifades, almofi: 
0 ) • 

fhutting up rhe paifage, and leaving only fmall 

openings, where nets for enfna -~ng the fi!h are 

extended. They the e halted a lhort rime, 

waiting the ani\·al of the other favage~, who at 

Jength jo"1ed, with their arms, prov"fions , and 

other arL'cles. A council \vas immediately held, 

in order to make choice of fome of the moft re. 

folute men, whom they mig.1t difpat to give 
advice to five hundred ·anion; ·who ha pro

mifed to reinforce his ~xpedition. For that pur

pofe they difpatched, in t\ro canoes, twelve of 

their fl:outefl:. men. In the mean time it was re

folved to invefi: the fort of th enemy. After 

having travelled along a variety of rivers and 

lakes, during which feveral days were occupied, 

they arrived at the theatre of hoflility, and be

fore the fortified village. Although it had been 

pgreed that they fhould not difcover thernfelve 

\lntq 
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until the foll ow ing day, the favages immediately 

entered on flirmifhing. Their impatience would 

nor admit of delay, and fome of the party having 

already Yentured too far, were clofely purfued 

BOOK 
J. 

by che enemy. Ir then became neceifary that 

Champlain lhould ad \'ance with his fe w French

m~n, and exhibit to the enemy a fpeCl:acle which 

that tribe of the Iroquois had not yet witneifed. 

No fooner did they perceive the flafh, and hear 

the report of the arquebuifes, with the noife of 

the ball s whifl:ling pafl: their ears, than they 

quickly retreated into their fort, carrying with 

them fuch as had been killed or wounded in the 

rencontre. The aifailants followed their ex

a.mple, and retired to the difiance of eight bun- • 

dred yards , from the view of the enemy, toge

ther with ilx of their number who had been 

wounded. This fiep was contrary to the advice 

given by Champlain, and to the plan previoufly 

propofed to be adopted. He accordingly re

frained not from reprefenting the impropriety of 

their conducr, and preYailed on them to confhutt 

a fpecies of wooden cavaliere to overlook the pal

lifades, on which would be placed fome French .. 

men with fire arms to diflodge the enemy from 

their galleries. He Iikewife caufed to be made 

a kind of mantelettes, to cover and protect the 

people from the lhowers of arrows and of frone~ 

which \vere poured upon them, to enable them, 

under 
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B o o K under cover, to fet fire to the pallifades, and to 

~ render hazardous any attempt of the enemy to 

J6 r 2. extingui!h it, by expofing them to the ihot from 

the cavaliere. They applauded this propofal, 

and forthwith began to confl:ruCt the engines 

recommended . The five hundred men who 

were expected as a reinforcement did not arrive, 

which was a circum!l:ance of difappointment and 

difcouragement. But as the body was yet fuf

ficiently numerous, to take the fort, Charnplain 

preffed them to lofe no time, a!furing them that 

the Iroquois having experienced the force of the 

fire-arms, whofe rnot could penetrate fubfl:ances 

which were proof againfl. arrows, had begun to 

barricade and 11rengthen their village, already 

inclofed by four pallifades in dep[h, formed of 

firong and large pieces of wood, interwoven 

with each other, of the altitude of thirty feet. 

Their galleries . were in the manner of parapets, 

which they had fortifi ed with double pieces of 

wood, proof againfl the impreilion of fhot from 

the arquebu!fes. Their fort flood contiguous to a 

pond of water , from whence it \Vas plentifullv fu. _ 

plied by means of a quantityofdu&s, bywhicl; they 

could readily throw water to e. ·ringuifl1 fire, either 

within or \Vithout that fhuCture. An approach 

was made to the village :v :th the ca\'a!iere car .. 

1ied by two hundred of the firongefl. me:-1, who 

pbced it before the piquets at the dlflance of fi:s: 

or 
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or feven feet, when three Frenchmen, armed with 

arquebuffes, were ordered to afcend it, under 

cover from the arrows and fiones which might 

be lhot or thrown, in which operation the 

enemy had not by any means relaxed. The 

great number of !hots fired from the cavaliere, 

which overlooked them, compelled the Iroquois 

to diilodge, and to abandon their galleries; and 

not venturing longer to expofe themfelves, they 

fought under cover. The affailants negleB.ing 

to bring, as they were ordered, the mantelettes, 

which were defigned to guard them in conveying 

fire to the inclofure, abandoned this part of the 

original plan, and raifed a loud cry, at the fame 

time !hooting arrows into the fort, which did 

little execution againfl: the enemy. Unaccuf

tomed to military difcipline, or infl:ruaion in 

the art of warfare, each favage performed what

ever he thought m oft proper, and the fort was 

imprudently fet fire to, in a fituation, whence, 

from the action of the wind, no advantage could 

be derived. In the mean time the aif1ilants were 

colleB.ing wood to encreafe the fire, and fell into 

much confufion, of which the befieged taking 

~dvantage, poured fuch a quantity of water 

through their fpouts as complerely to defeat its 

effect. Iri t!lis attempt, where two of the prin

cipal chiefs were wounded, fame of the others 

propofed a retreat, and a fufpenfion of hoftilities, 
· 5 until 
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B o o K until the arrival of the five hundred men, who, 

~ they affirmed, would foon form a junction. 

l6u. The chiefs have little comm3nd over their 

followers, and act as caprice fuggefl:s ; a certain 

caufe of the diforder and failure of all their under

takings, efpecially when they attempt to engage 

an enemy who is prepared for the encounter, 

and aB:s upon the defenfive. 

Some days having elapfed, and the five hun

dred men not arriving, they deliberated on their 

departure; they were in vain folicited by Cham

plain to make another attempt at defl:roying the 

fort by fire, on a day when the wind was favour

able for that project, and blew wirh confiderable 

firength. They began to confl:ruct ba!kets for 

tranfporting the wounded, who are placed within 

them, folded together and bound with cords in 
fuch a manner as to deprive them of all motion, 

occafioning them to fuffer the moft fevere and ex
cruciating pain; a !late which Champlain hi mfc: f 
was unfortunately neceili rated to exp rience, 
having been bad y wounded in the knee. 

The enemy purfued them about half a leaaue 
0 , 

keeping at a fm all di fl:a nce, and endea ouring to 
lay hold of r; me of th e rear-guard, bur finding 

that they acred wi th caution, at L:ngth withdrew. 

The favages make. thei r retreat \Yi gr at fe

e rity, placing all the wounded and aged in the 

'"!l tre, eing \veil gu-:~ded o:1 L e \an an on 

th~ 
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rhe rear, and difpofed accor«<ing to their mode B o o K 
J. 

of order, until they arrive at a place where they ~ 

conceive themfelves perfeB:ly free from attack. 1612
' 

The Iroquois never make a lafling peace with 

nations whom they have once conquered, or 

whom they hope to overcome by divifions, which 

they diifeminate amongfl: them with great ad· 

drefs. 

Champlain foon recovered from his wound, 

and wifhed to proceed on his return to ~ebec, 

but could not obtain a guide who had been pro

mifed him, and the Hurons accompanied their 

refufal with fome indications of difrefpett. It 

became therefore neceifary that he !hould winter 

among thefe barbarians. He employed himfelf 

during that feafon in vifiting the villages of the 

Hurons, and fome of thofe belonging to the Al

gonquins, fituated on the borders of lake Ni

piffing. He reconciled fome neighbouring tribes 

with the Hurons; and fo foon as the navigation 

of the river~ was open, ha\ :.cg learnt that they 

wifhed to engage him in a new enterprife ~gain il: 

the Iroquois, he perfuaded fome favages, who 

were attached to him from the mildn.efs of his 

manners, to accompany him, and fecretly em

barked with Pierre Jofeph for ~ebec, where be 

arrived on the 1 Ith of July r6r6. He foon af.. 16r6. 

terwards returned to France. 

The 
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The allies from fome motives of diifatisfac· 
' 

tion, had meditated the defl:ruB:ian of the 

French. They probably were inclined to adopt 

this refolution from the apprehenfion that ,vhen 

Charnplain returned from F rance, he would in. 

flict fignal vengeance on them for the death of 

two French inhab!tants, whom they had a£L1ffi· 

nated, perhaps from a view of poifdling fome 

articles of their property. They aifcmbled to the 

number of eight hundred, near Three Rivers, to 
0 

deliberate on the means of cru01ing at the fame 

time all the French ; but Frere Pacifique, a Re. 

colet, came to a knowledge of their defign by 

means of one of their number, and by degrees 

diifuaded the greatefl: part of them from . any 

longer entertaining that intention. They accord. 

ingly made propofals for a rec0nciliation, and 

the miffionary charged himfelf w:rh negociating 

with the commandant for that purpofe. C ham. 

plain, however, on hi~ return, demanded the 

two aifaffins ; one of them, who '\\-a:~ the leafi: 

culpable, was fent to him, to~et Jer with a quan

tity of furs '' to eo er tha eed," o to make 

an atonement to the furviving fri nJs. It was 

neceifary to accept of this fpeci s of fatisfac ion • 
' an accommod1tion took pL1ce, and the ava ·es 

gave two of their chiefs a,' hoftaQe~. 
0 

.... 
The colony never received from France the 

affiflance which was requiilte for its ad r.,ncement 

a d 
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and profperity. The court too- no interference 
in its affairs, which \vere left to the comp1ny, 
whofe views were fole.ly direfted to the fur trade. 

The Prince of Conde did little more than lend 
his name, which_ contributed nothing to the ad~ 
vantage of the fettlement ; befides, the troubles 
during the regency, which coft him his liberty, 
and the intrigues which were carried on to deprive 
him of the title of viceroy, and to revoke the corn-
million of Marechal de Themines, to whom he 
had entrufl:ed the patronage of Canada during 
his imprifonment; the want of unanimity among 

the aifociates, the jealoufy of commerce which 
divided them, all thefe circumfl:ances frequently 
endangered the exifience o_f fo young an efl:abli!h-
rnent. 

The perfeverance of Champlain was therefore 
highly laudable, as he·had a multitude of ob

fiacles to encounter and to overcome. He never, 

however, abandoned his o jeft, although he had 

to fhuggle againfi the caprices of fome, and the 
contradiftion of others. 
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The Prince de Conde re'lgned for eieven x6zo. 

thoufand crowns his viceroplty to the l'v1arechal 

de MontmorenCi, his brother-in-law, v.ho conti-

nued Champlain in the lieutena11cy, and charged 
with the affai1 s of the coloi1Y in France, 1\'I. Dol 1J, 

grand auditor, with whofe Fro~ity and zeal he 

was well acquainted. At that period, Chamc 

piain, 
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plain, perfuaded that New France \Vould affurne 

a more favourable afpeB:, brought thither his 

family. He arrived in Canada in the month of 

May, and found at T adouffac fame traders from 

Rochelle, who, to the prej udice of the company, 

and contrary to the exprefs prohibition of the 

monarch, were trafficking\ 'ith the fav ages. They 

were the firft who fold them fire-ar ms, as thefe 

inftruments of death had hitherto been carefully 

withheld from the barbarians . 

In the following year the Iroquois appeared in 

arms in the very centre of the colon y. The le 

favages dreading left the F rench fhould become 

populous in the country, and by their alliance 

with the Hurons and A lgonquins, rai fe thefe 

tribes to a condicion of refuming their former 

fuperiority, refolved to cru!h them before they 

had time to gain a greater acceilion of fhength. 

They a!fembled three confiderable bodies for 

feparate attacks. The firft moved towards the 

rap-ids of St. Louis, near l\Iontreal, and there 

found fome Frenchmen who guarded the paf

fage, :tnd who had been made acquainted with 

their movements. Although the number of the 

latter was few, yet with the aid of the favacre 
0 

allies, they obliged the enc: my to retreat. Several 

of the Iroquois were k illed, fome were taken 

prifoners, and the remainder faved themfelves 

by 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

by flight, carrying, however, with them a Re

colet, whofe name was Poulalu. 'They were 
purfued without fuccefs. At length the French 

detached one of the prifoners, to whom they gave 

his liberty, recommending him to propofe an ex

change of the mi!Iionary for one of their chiefs. 

This man arrived at the moment of time to fave 

the Recolet from the flames. The propofal with 

which he was charged was accepted, and the 

exchange was accordingly made. 

The fecond party, embarked in thirty canoes, 
approached ~ebec, and went to invefl: the con~ 

vent of Recolets on the river Saint Charles, 
where there was a fmall fort. Not venturing to 
attack that place, they furprifed a party of Hu

rons at no great diflance from thence. They 

then laid wa!l:e the cultivated lands in the vi
cinity of the convent, and retired. What be

came of the third party is not related in the me

moir. The neceffity of having fufficient force 

to reprefs the daring aggreffion of thefe favages, 

became now more than ever apparent, and 
Champlain conceived that he ought without 

delay to reprefent to the king and to the duke 

de Montmorenci, the nece!Iity of fending a re

inforcement, and likewife to explain to thefe 

perfonages the conduct of the company, who 

had difregarded his reiterated applications to in

duce them to fulfil their engagements. He de. 
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puted for this fervice Pierre George le Bai1lif:1 

who was perfonally known to the king. His re

ception was favourab{e and gracious, and he ob-

tained his demand. The company was fup

preifed, and two gentlemen, named \Villiam and 

Emeric de Caen, uncle and nephew, entered 

into all its privileges. 

Champlain was commanded, in a letter from 

the viceroy, to maintain a firiCl: authority over 

the commercial inhabitants. He at the fame 

time received a letter from tfie king himfelf, af

furing him that he was well fatisfied with his fer

vices, and exhorting him to continue the fame 

proofs of his -fidelity. This mark of honour did 

not tend to augment his fortune, which indeed 

did not much occupy his mind; but it invefl:ed 

him with an authority of which he had greater 

need than ever, on account of the contefl:s which 

daily arofe between the agents of the old company 

and thofe of rheSieurs de Caen, and which other

wife might have produced an unfortunate iifue. 

Although he ailiduoufly endeavoured to attraCl: 

inhabitants to fettle at ~ebec, and gave every 

poffible encouragement to the increafe of popu

latio~, yet in I .- 22 the total number amounted 

to no more than fifty perfons, including women 

and children. Commerce was not very flourilh

ing, but the traffic for furs was conducted at 

Tadouifac with much fuccefs, and another mart 

wa' 
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was opened at Three Rivers, twenty-five leagues 
above ~ebec. 

William de Cacn came himfelf to Canada ; 
Sieur Pontgrave, to whom he had committed 
the management of his affairs, being obliged on 
account of bad health to return to his native 
country. His final departure was a great lofs to 
the colony, as to his exertions it had been very 
much indebted. 

About the fame period Champlain was in
formed that the Hurons propofed to detach them
felves from their alliance with the French, and 
to unite with the Iroquois. On this account he 
fent, as an ambaifador among them, Pierre Jofeph 
le Caron, accompanied by Pierre Nicholas Viel, 
and Fr. Gabriel Saghart, with directions to ufe 
every means in their power to diifuade thofe 
favages from embracing that line of conduct. 

In the following year the commandant forti
fied the fettlement with a fione redoubt, and as 
foon as he had completed it, returned to France 
wirhhis family. 

The l\1arechal de Montmorenci refigned his 
charge of Viceroy in favour of the Duke de 
Ventadour his nephew, who had retired from 
court, and entered into holy orders. He took 
charge of the affairs of New France with a view 
of being infl:rumental in promoting the conver
fion of the natives, and he confidered the Jefuits 
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as a clafs from '\vhom the mofi effeCtual aid 

could be derived for the execution of this pro

jeCt:. He laid his propofal before the king's 

council, by whom it was highly approved. Five 

Jefuits were accordingly fent out to Canada, 

under the protection of William de Caen, who 

affured the viceroy that nothing lhould be want

ing to contribute to their comfort. They had 

however fcarcely landed, when they were in

formed that the Recolets would not give them 

an afylu m, and that therefore the mofl: eli ible 

meafure would be to return to France. They 

foon perceived th <. t means had been e._ _, loytd to 

prejudice the inhabitants of ~ebec again!t them, 

by putting into their hands all the injurious 

publications which the Calvinifl:l) of France had 

produced againl1 their fociety. But their pre

fence foon efFaced thefe hurtful impreilions ; the 

libels were publicly burnt, and the Jefu irs were 

lodged in the houfe of the Recolets on the banks 

of the river St Charles. 

Some Frenchmen having been affailinated by 

the favages, the colony experienced great in. 

quietudes ; and as the inhabitants were not in a 

condition fufficiently powerful to revenge them

felves, impunity had augmented the infolence of 

the bar?arians fo much, that they who happened 

to go any diflance from habitations, were in im

minent danger of lofing their lives. Such was 

~ their 
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tbeir fituation when Champlain returned to B o o K 

~ebec. The fortifications were not improved ~ 
during his abfence, and the lands which had x6zz. 

been cleared remained for the greate!l: part un
cultivated. The aifociates of the Sieurs de Caen 
thought of li.tle elfe than the traffic for furs, and , 
being Calvinifis, their fentiments increafed in 

afperity towards thofe of a different fyflem of 
religion. Thefe circumflances being !l:rongly 
reprefented to the council of the king, induced 
the Cardinal Richlieu to refolve on placing the 
commerce of New France in other hands, and 
to liflen to a propofal which was prefented, of 
forming a company of a hundred aifociates. 

Nothing could be better conceived, and it 
would in a !hort time have made the colony the 
mofl: powerful in America, had the execution of 

it been equal to its merit, and had the members 

'Of this body kept pace with the favourable dif. 
pofition then !hewn by the king and his minifl:ers 

towards them. 
The memorial which was prefented to the 

Cardinal de Richlieu by M . . de Roquemont, 

Houel, de Lattaignant, Dablon, Du Chefne, 

and Cafl:illon, imported, that in the following 

year, the aifociated body would fend to New 

France 300 workmen of trades of every de
fcription; and before the year 1643, wquld aug
ment the number of inhabitants to 6ooo, would 
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lodge, viCl:ual, and fupply them with every ne• 
ceffary of life for the fpace of three years, and 
concede to them afterwards as much cleared land 

as was requifite for their fubfifl:ence, and like· 

wife allow them grain for fowing it ; that in 

each fettlement they would efl:abli!h at leafl 

three priefis, and that the charges of their mi

ni!l:ry, their doathing, and every thing requifite 

for their perfonai comfort, ihould be defrayed 

for fifteen years by the compa.1y ; at the expi

ration of that period, it was propofed they fhould 

fubiifl: themfelves upon cleared lands which 

would be granted them. 
In return for thefe engagements, the king be

fl:_owed on the company, and on their fucceifOI s 

for ever, the fort and fettlement of ~ebec, aP 

the territory of New France, comprehending 

Florida, all the courfe of the great river, and of 

other rivers which difcharged themfelves there

into, or which throughout this vaft extent of 

country, difembogue themfelves into the fea oP 

the eafl:ern or wefl:ern extremity of the conti

nent ; alfo the ifi.ands, harbours, mines, and 

right of fifhing. His majefl:y only referved to 

himfelf the fupremacy of the faith and homage
7 

with the right to a crown of gold of the weigh~ 

of eight marks, on each new fucceffion to the 

throne, and the appointment of the officers of 

juflice, who m:!\y be named and prefented by the 

company 
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tompany whenever it lhould be deemed neceffary 
to efiablifh a court of law. The king further 
conferred on that company the privilege of con
ceding lands in whatever portions they might 
think proper, the power of conferring titles of 
honour according to the merit and condition of 
perfons, with whatever charges, refervations and 
terms ; but in cafe of the erection of marquifates, 
earldoms, counties and baronies, that they fhould 
receive letters of confirmation from the king, on 
the reprefentation of Cardinal Richlieu, chief 
and fuperintendant of the navigation and com
merce of New France. 

That the aifociates might fully and peaceably 
enjoy the privileges, rights, and immunitie~ 

granted them, all former conceffions of lands, 
harbours, or parts thereof, wne revoked ; and 
the king further befiowed on them the traffic in 
leather, fkins, and furs, for fi fteen years only, as 
well as all other co mmerce by land or water, 
which could be carried on, in whatever ~:! .tnner, 

throughout the known extent of Canada, or as 
far as, during that period, it mi3ht be extended; 
referving only free to :dl his fuhjeCts, the right to 
fi(h for cod and whales ; revoking all other 
grants to the contrary, and prohibiting during 
the time mentioned, the exercife of all former 
exclufive rights of commerce, under penalty of 
confif~ation of veifd and cargo for the benefit of 

n 4 the 
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the company ; unlefs the Cardinal R ichlieu 
fuould give leave in writing to any individual to 
trade to thofe places. It was, however, the king's 
pleafure, that the European inhabitants of New 
France, who \<vere neither maintained nor paid at 
the company's expence, might freely carry on 
the fur trade with the favages, on condition that 
they ~ould fell the beaver fkins to the agents of 
the company only, who fhould be obliged to pay 
them for each, if in good condition, at leafl: forty 
fo!s tournois ; but forbidding them to be fold to 
any other perfons, under rifk of confifcation. 

The king engaged to prefent to the company 
two veffels of war, from two to three hundred 
tons burden, which they were to replace, fhou!cl 
they by any accident be lofi, except in the event 
of their being captured by an open enemy. 

Should the company fail in fending to New 
France in the cour:e of the firfl: ten years, at Ieaf1: 
1500 Fretlch of both fexes, they were to reftore 
to the king the fum expended for the two veifels 
of war. 

The nomination of all captains and command
ants of forts and places already confhucted, or 
to be confl:rueted in the extent of the country 
granted, was referved for the royal pleafure. 

It was further ordained, that all artificer 
among the number of thofe whom the company 

fi1ould engage to pafs thither, after exercifing 

their 
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their trades for fix years, might, if they inclined 
to return to their native country, be entitled to 
ef1ablilh themfelves in any trading town there, 
on the production of an authentic certificate of 
fuch fervices. That it {hould be permitted to all 
perfons of whatever quality or condition, eccle
flaflics, nobles, officers of the army, or others, 
to enter into that aifociation withqut derogating 
from the privileges attached to their orders. 

· That his majefl:y would, fhould it happen there 
were no nobles among the aifociates, ennoble 
twelve, and fer this effeCt would i!fue twelve 
letters of nobility figned and fealed, with [he 
names blank, to be conferred on fuch as !hould 
from time to time be prefented by the comp;;my. 
'rhat the defcendants of Frenchmen inhabiting 
Canada, and likewife favages who fhould be 
convened to rhe Chriilian faith, and made pro
feffion of the fame, fhould be reputed natural 
born Frenchmen, and like them could live in 
France, and there acquire~ fucceed to, bequeath, 
and accept donations and legacies, the fame as the 
other inhabitants or fubjeets of the kingdom, 
\Vithout being compelled to procure letters ·of 
declaration. 

Louis XIII. concluded by a!ferting, that if the 
aifociates difcovered in the ftquel that it might 
be neceffary for them to explain or amplify any 
of the foregoing articles, or to add new ones, 

according 
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according to exigencies, it fhould be complied 

with, on their reprefentation. 
The grant, of which the abo•re are the articles; 

was figned on the J 9th of April 1627 by the 
Cardinal Richlieu, and by thofe who had prea 
fented the projeB:. The king approved of them 

by an eoliB: dated in the month of May, at the 
camp before Rochelle, and therein were at full 

length explained the various heads) which have 

here been fl:ated in abridgement. 

Upon the publication of the ediB:, the Duke 

cle Ventadour refigned to his m aj efl:y the office 
of viceroy. The aifociates, \vho now a!fumed 

the appellation of the company of New France, 
foon amounted to the number of one hundred 
and feven, of whom the Cardinal Rich lieu, and 
the Marechal Defiat, fuperintendant of finances, 
'verc the chiefs. M. M . de Razil i and Cham
plain, the Abbey of la l\tladelaine, and feveral 

other perfons of condition, became members; 

the greater nuri1ber were compofed of rich mero 

chants of Paris, and feveral of the commercial 

towns. In fine, there \\·as eyery inducement 
for fuppofing that New France would foon be
come an objeCt of importance, when fupported 
by fo numerous and powerful an aifociation • . 

In the mean time, this new inflitu tion was in 
its commencement marked by an unl,..yourable 

event. The fidl veifels fent by the company to 

A merica, 
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America, w re captured by the Englifh, who B o o K 

were then at hoflility with France, although war ~ 
had not been declared. 

In the foilowing year, David Kertl~, a French- 16z8. 

man, native of Dieppe, but ·a Calv.nifl and re-

fugee in England, folicited, it was faid by Wil. 

liam de Cat:n, who meJ.itate_d revenge for the 

privation of his exclufive pri ilege, advanced 

with a fquadron to Tadouffac, and detached a 

part of his veffels up the river, to burn the houfes 

and carry off the cattle from the meadows at the 

bottom of CJpe Tourment:i, a lofty ridge of 

mountains which abruptly rifes from the fide of 

the St. Lawrence. The perfon who was en-

trufled with the execution of this fervice had 

infiruetions to afcend to ~ebec, and to fummon 

the garrifon to a furrender. Champlain and 

Ponrgrave happened both to be there, and after 

due deliberation, and founding the difpofition qf 
the inhabitants, it was refolved to make an obfli· 

nate defence, and fo fpirited an anfwer was fent to 

the Englifh captain, that he thought it advifable 
to retire. The inhabitants, not\\ithfl:anding, 

were reduced to feven ounces of bread per day, 
and there were cnly five pounds of powder in 

!he garrifon. Kertk, who doubtlefs was ignorant 

of their real fituation, belie'led, on the other hand, 

that he fhould derive more advantage with lefs 

trouble, incapturinga convoyofthenewcompany, 
eo m .. 
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commanded by M. de Roquemont, one of its 
partners, and which was condutling to ~ebec 

feveral families, with every fpecies of provifion. 

The misfortune of M. de Roquemont arofe 

lefs from the advanrage of the intelligence which 

l1ad been communicated by Caen, than from his 

own imprudent conduct. On arriving in the 

road of Gafpe, he difpatched a barque, to give 

Champlain advice of the fupplies he was con

ducring, and to carry him a commiilion from the 

king, appointing him governor over all New 

France, with orders to procure an inventory of 

all the effects which belonged to the Sieurs de 

Caen. Not many days afterwards, he learned 

that Kertk was not far diflant, and he imme

diately weighed anchor to go in fearch of him, 

without reflecting, that he fhould expofe to the 

doubtful decifion of an engagement, with the dif

advantage of his !hips being deeply laden, the 

whole refource of the colony. He was not long 

in meeting with the Englifh, whom he attacked, 

and fought with fpirit; but unfortunately for 

him his veffels were not only incapable of ma

nceuvering as well as thofe of Kertk, but "ere 

alfo inferior In force: they were foon difabled 

in their rigging, and compelled to furrender. 

The harvt!l of this year was extremely mo~ 

derate; eels caught in the river, and fame deer 

brought _by the [;wages from t1 ' chace, enabled 

the 
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the inhabitants to f ubfifl: for two or three months; 
but thefe fources being exhaufl:ed, they were 
reduced to their former extremity. Only one 
refource remained, on which to refi: their expetla
tions. Pierres Phil!bert N oyrot, fuperior of the 
Jefuits, and Cha; les Lallemant, had gone to 
France in quefi: of fupplies, and by the genero
fity of their friencs, had amaifed a fufficient fund 
to enable them to freight a !hip, and load it with 
provifions. They embarked together with two 
other Jefuits, but the veifel never arrived at 
~ebec. A fi:rong gale threw her on the coa!t 
of Acadia, where fhe was wrecked. 

BOOK 
I. 

The neceffitous condition to which the fettle
ment was reduced, was not the caufe of his 
greatefi: inquietude to the governor. The fa
vages, fince the new efl:abli!hments of the Englifh 
in America, appeared more alienated from the 
French ; and their growing diflike was, it mufl: 
be confeifed, not without foundation. There 
exifl:ed among the inhabitants a mixture of dif
ferent reLgions, and political principles. The 
Huguenots, whom the Sieur de Caen had intro
duced, did not pay to the lawful authority too 
great a refpecr ; and all the firmnefs difplayed by 
Champlain proved lcarcely fufficient to check or 
reprefs the irregularities pracrifed by fubjech not 
well affected to the government. 

In 
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In this cloudy fituation of affairs, he con. 

ceived, that if fupplies did not foon arrive, the 

befl: plan which he could adopt would be to 

make war upon the Iroquois, and fubfifl: at their 

expence. The late incurfions of thefe bar. 

barians, and the aCts of hoflility which they were 

daily committing, furnifhed him for this mea

fure with a jufl: pretence. But when matters 

were arranged for the departure of the French 

on this expedition, it was found that their am. 

munition was almofl: exhaufled. Neceffity then 

obliged the governor and his people to remain 

at ~ebec, where there was not a fufficient 

means of fupport. They were reduced to go in 

fearch of herbs and roots, and to exifl: on the 

fpontaneous productions of unailifled nature. 

In this calamitous extremity, after the intelli

gence which was received of the lofs of the 

veffels from France, the mofl: agreeable profpect 

which could open, was that of the return of the 

Englifh. 
I~ the end of July, three months after their 

provifions had been entirely exhaufled, it was 

announced that fame Englilh veifels \'\:ere fecn 

behind Port Levi , \vhich, with the ifland of Or

leans and the coafl of Beauport, forms the bafon 

of Q:!ebec. No doubt could be entertained of 

th ir being part of th Englilh fquadron, and the 

govera 
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governor confidered Kertk lefs in the view of an 

enemy, than as a deliverer, to whom he £hould 

m,-e the obligation of faving him and his colony 

from falling a prey to mifery and misfortune. 

Soon after the receipt of this intelligence, a 

boat with a white flag appeared. The officer 

who commanded it, after having advanced to 

the middle of the bafon, fiopped as if to demand 

permiilion to approach; a fimilar flag, in token 

of affent, was immediately hoifled, and the of

ficer, as foon as he landed, prefented to tbe go

vernor a letter from Louis and Thomas Kenk, 

brothers of the adm!ral. 
The letter contained a fummons to furrender, 

in terms the mofl: delicate and polite. The two 

brothers, of \vhom the one was intended for the 

command of ~ebec, .and the other commander 

of a fquadron, of which the greater part had re

mained at Tadouffac, acquainted Champlain that 

they v.-ere well informed of the di!heffeci' fitua

tion of his colony, but notwithfl:anding, if he 
woul~ peaceably refign his fort, he £hould be at 

liberty to diCtate his own conditions, which, 

with trifling limitations, were granted. On the 

following day Kertk took potfeilion of. the fort, 

and treated lhe inhabitants with much humanity. 

It was the interefr of the Englifh that thofe 

fettlers who had cleared lands £hould remain in 

the country, and as an inducement, very ad-
vantageous 

47 
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vantageous terms were ofFered them. They 

were a!fured, that after experiencing the Eng· 

li!h government for twelve months, if they 

diflikd their fituation, he would get them con. 

veyed to Europe. As the generofity of his 

condua had prejudiced many of the fettlers in 
his favour, and as moll of them would have 

been reduced to a fiate of mendicity had they 

repa!fed the fea, nearly all agreed to remain. 

The confideration of the fmall importance of 

~ebec to the fl:ate, viewed either as an object 

of policy or inrerefl:, induced the majority of the 

French cabinet to lay afide the intention of ne. 

gociating for its refl:itution. But feveral motives, 

notwithfl:anding, at length determined Louis 

Xlli. not to abandon Canada. The principal 

were thofe of honour and religion, which Cham. 

plain, who poffeffed much piety and worth, 

tended by his perfuafions, not a little to 

firen gthen and confirm. 

At the infiigation of Lord Montagu, the court 

of England refigned, without much difficulty, 

the conquefl:, which otherwife might have oc

cafioned frefh hol1ilities. The treaty was figned 

at Saint Germ ain en La ·e, the 29th of :f\Iarch 

16 32, in which .Acadia and Cape Breton were 
alfo comprehended. 

The fettlement in tbe forme r was extremely 

inconfiderable; this poH, howeyer, the fort of 

~ebec 
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~ebec containing fome houfes and barracks, a 

few huts in the Hland of Montreal, as many at 

Tadouifac, and at fome other fpots on the bor. 

ders of the St. Laurcnce, for the convenience 

of fifhing, and traffic with the n:1tives, the com

mencement of a fettlement at Three Rivers, and 

the ruins of Port Royal, compofed the whole 

extent of the fettlements of New France; and all 

the fruits yet derived from the difcoveries of Ve-

razani, Cartier, Roberval, Champlain, from the 

great expences difburfed by the marquis de la 

Roche and by !' tJonts, and from the indufhy of a 

confiderable number of Frenchmen, who might 

have raifed thefc e(bblifhments to a ft ate of 

higher importance, had their feyeral efforts been 

judicioufly direCted. 

~1ebec being accordingly re!l:ored to the 

French, was delivered up by L ouis Kertk to 

Emery de Caen ; and, to compenfate fo r a lofs 

which he had fu!l:ained by the capture in the 

river St. Lauren~e of a veifel and cargo of his 

property, whi( h were defl. ined fo r the relief of the 

fettlement, governm ent beftowed on him fo r 

the fpace of a year, the exclufive profi ts of the 

f ur trade. 
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The company of New France refumed all their 1633 · ' 

rights, anci~<\cadia was granted to M . de R a-

zili, on condition that he fhou ld there eflablifh a 

colony. In the fame year, Champlain, whom 

VOL . I . E the 
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the company, in virtue of their charter, prefentcd 
to the king, wa& nominated afre!h governor of 
New France, for which he failed with a fqua

dron, containing more property than the value 
of the whole fettlement could be efl:irnated at. 
On his arrival he found the greatefl: part of his 
former colonifl:s; and having landed the new fet· 
tiers, whom he brought with him, he exhort
ed them feduloufly to avoid the errors which 
had given rife to the pafl: misfortunes of the eo· 
lony. 

I The court of France had fl:ritlly enjoined that 
no Protell:ant fhould fettle in Canada, and that the 

Catholic religion only lhould there be tolerated. 
It had been found, that the late capture of Q:Ie· 
bee was principally effetled by means of the Cal
viniC:s, and experience fuggefl:ed that it would 
not be prudent to admit fecraries in religion, 
where the powers of the rrovernment were in
adequate to infure f bm:ilion to the lawful au

thor:ty. 
Great attention had been beflowed in the 

choice of both male and female emigrants for 
New France; and it is generally aiferted, that 
the accounts given in fome of the old memoirs 

refpeB:i.1_; the mediocrity of virtue in the wo· 
men, and the mode in which the) ,-.ere feletled 
for wives on t ~eir l:mding in t e fetJement, are 
devoid of correa~ ei~ . \Vh tever may have been 

their 
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their former charaCler, they demeaned themfelves 

in the fequel with much prudence and propriety 

of conduCt, and an open and exemplary pro· 
feilion of piety was generally exhibited by the 

inhabitants. 

A c' rcumfl.ance which tended to firengthen 

this attachment to religion and good order, was 

the efl:ablifhment of the Jefuits at ~ebec. A 

fon of the Marquis de Gamache had obtained 

permiffion from his family, about ten years be

fore this period, to enter into the company of 

Jefuits; and his relations, by whom he was much 

beloved, becoming acquainted with an ardent 

defire he entertained of being the founder of a 

college at ~ebec, cheerfully confented to gra
tify him in accompli!hing this meafure. They 

wrote on the fubjetl: to Pierre Mutio Vitelleihi, 

general of the J efuits, and offered him fix thou· 

fand crowns in gold, for the purpofe of carrying 

on this foundation. The donation was readily 

accepted, but the capture of the fettlement fuf· 
pended the project for a time. 

The college was commenced in the month of 1635· 

December this year ; but the fatisfaCl:ion derived 
from that event was foon after damped by the 

death of Champlain, the governor. 
A man of uncommon penetration and difin

terefied views, he acquitted himfelf with honour 
E 2 and 
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and creditin dangerous and critical conjunClures. 
His unabated confl:ancy in the purfuit of plans 
on which he had refolved, his unfhaken firmnefs 
in ~reat calamities, his ardent and amiable zeal 
for the welfare of his country, his tendernefs 
and compaffion for the misfortunes of others, 
his attention to promote the interefl: of his 
friends often in preference to his own, denoted 
him a charaCter well qualified to difcharge the 
duties of the fituation which fortune had clef
tined him to fill. His memoirs afford teflimony 
of his profeilional know ledge, and evince him 

to have been a faithful hifl:orian, a traveller who 
regarded with attention whatever new objects 
prefented themfelves to his obfervation, a geo-

metrician, and a ikilful navigator. The chief 

objeCl: of his ambition feems to have been that 

of becoming the parent and founder of a colony : 
an ambition the mofl: laudable \\·hich can oc4 
cupy the human mind. 

M. de Montmagny, who fucceeded Champlain 
in the goYernment, and M. de Li11e, \vho com
manded at Three Rivers, were both Knights of 
Malta. The former ·entered into the views of 
his predeceffor, but he was in want of men and 
finances. Every thing appeared in a languifhing 
condition, the fur trade excepted, \Yhich tended 

to enrich fame merchants and a few of the 
inhabitants. 

It 
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It would be a difficult tafk to explain by 

what fatality a company fo numerous and pow

erful as ~hat which governed Canada, and which 

confidered this country as its domain, iliould 

thus abandon a colony, whence they had once 

formed favourable expectatiOI:ts, where the una-

nimity of its members co-operated for the fuc-
cefs of the enterprifes which they attempted, 
and which would have flouri!hed had the hundred 

aifociates fupplied money for defraying its ne-

ceifary expences. 

An efi:ablifhment was this year begun on the 

north iliore of the river St. Laurence, about a 

league from ~ebec, to which was given the 
name of Sillery. It was intended as a religious 

infi:itution for the infi:ruB:ion and converfion of 

favages, and twelve French families fettled 

there. 
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The Hotel Dieu was founded under the pa- 1638. 

tronage of Madame la Ducheife d'Aiguillon. 

To procure perfons fuitable for this inflitution, 

fhe applied to the holpital at Dieppe, and three 

nuns were chofen from thence, who cheerfully 

u~dertook the charitable fervice for which they 

were engaged. 
The nunnery of Urfulines was begun in the 

enfuing year, I\1adarne de la Peltrie, a young 

widow of condition in France, being its found· 

refs. 
E 3 She 
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She went from Alenc;on, the place of her re

fidence, to Paris, to fettle the preparatives for 

the undertaking; to Tours, to engage fi!lers of 

the Urfulines; from thence to Dieppe, where ihe 

had given direB:ions for a veffel to be freighted; 

on the 4th of May fhe there embarked, and ar

rived at ~ebec three months afterwards. 

The boldnefs and infolence of the Iroquois 

had very much augmented, and they had cap

tured feveral canoes of the Hurons which were 

on their way to ~ebec, loaded with furs. This 

proceeded from a want of energy in the colony, 

and from the fmallnefs of its military force, which 

alone could hold the balance between two favage 

nations, who, with all their numbers, could not 

have refill:ed four thoufand French. 

The c,::,mpany paid no attention to the colony, 

and it fell into a !late of decline. An enter

prife which was then about to be commenced, 

that of peopling and fortifying a part of the 

ifland of Montreal, brought fome confolation to 

M. de 1\tlontmagny, and flattered him with the 

hope, that in a little time the Iroquois would no 

longer dare to advance, and brave him under 
the cannon of his fort. 

The firfi: miffionaries had comprehended the 

importance of occupying t e iiland of :Montreal, 

but the company of Canada entered not into 

their views. It then became neceirary that in-

di"idua 
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dividuals fhould charge themfelves with the ex- B o o ~ 

ecution of a defign fo advantageous to New __::_ 
France, and which the continued hofl:ility of the 1638 . 

Iroquois likewife rendered neceifary. 

The Abbe Olivier, who reformed the clergy 

in France, and infl:ituted alfo the feminary of St. 

Sulpicius in that country, projeB:ed for Canada 
a religious order of the fame name, and on the 

fame plan, and for its fupport the whole ifland 

of Montreal was granted by the French king. 

The Sieur Maifonneuve, and another perfon 

friendly to the infl:itution, accompanied by 

feveral families, and a young lady whofe name 
was Manfe, arrived at ~ebec. M. de Mont
magny proceeded with them to Montreal, at
tended by fome of the principal inhabitants, and 
M. Maifonneuve was folemnly invefied with the 
government of that ifland, in behalf of the reli
gious order of St. Sulpicius. 

On the 17th of May following, the place 

defl:ined for the fettlement of the French, wa1 

confecrated by the fuperior of the Jefuits. 
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Conjlruflion of Fort Richlim.- Interview with the lroquois 
Deputies at 'Three Riven.-A1ajfacre of the Hurons at 
St. Jiftph.- Incmjion agait!fl the Hurom. - Calamitiet 
if that People.-F~(ty Frenchmen fettle among the lro
quois.-Pillage if the ljland if Orleems.-Ejcape of 
the French Settlers from the Country of the lr1quois.~ 
.Arriv111 of the jirjl Bijhop. - D ijlrefs of the Colony.
Ereflion of a Semiilary at ~uebec.-':I remendous Earth

quake.-Eflabl!Jhment of a permanent Councii.-Eng

lijh take Pojfejjion of New JJdgium. 

THE audacity which the Iroquois had lhewn, 
by appearing in arms before Three Rivers, 

and the infolence of their conduct to the Gover
nor-General, afforded him fubjeet of much dif .. 
quietude. He found it neceifary to adopt im
mediate meafures for guarding againfl: a furprife , 
and for repelling the hofiile efforts of a nation, 
on whofe engagement no dependence could be 
placed, and who feemed rerolute, ei her by policy 
or by force, to give law to the whole country. 

It was then determined to confl:rua a fort at 
the entrance of a river which was called the river 
of the Iroquois , but is now knmrn by that of 
Sorel. In a ihort time it was completed, al-

though 
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though the people employed in that fervice were 
interrupted by the repeated attacks of feven hun
dred Iroquois, whom they fuccefsfully repulfed. 
To the fort was given the name of Richlieu, and 
a garrifon as fl:rong as circumfl:ances would allow 
was fiationed for its defen.ce. 

Although the Iroquois feemed intent on carry
ing to extremity, war againfi the French and 
their allies, they from time to time indicated an 
inclination for peace ; an event which the gover
nor earneftly wi!hed for, becaufe he was not in a 

condition to fupport hofiilities; and by continu
ing in a fiate of warfare no advantage could be 

gained. Had it been in his power to have con
cealed from his enemies his weaknefs, he might 

have profited by that conjuncture to fave the ho

nour of the colony; but he was deftitute of this 

refource, and the Iroquois confidently boafted 

that they fhould compel the French to repafs the 

fea. The governor, convinced from his fi tuation 

that the only means remaining to difarm the fe

rocity of thefe barbarians, were to aa on the de- . 

fenfive, ht: was not able to affume the to~e of 

obliging them to obferve a neutrality towards the 

fettlement. Reduced, then, to the adoption of 

meafures little confiftent with his character, he 

endeavoured to veil them under fame honou rable 

pretext, and at the hazard of feeming the dupe 

of advances, no lefs in4dious and infincere, than 
aifuming 

S7 
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affuming and ferocious, he pretended to regard 

them with an air of confidence, from a view of 

procuring the refioration of captives, the f: fety 

of convoys, to avert the ruin of commerce, and 

to gain a truce, that he might have the means of 

recruiting his ftrength. 
The native allies of the French being equally 

felicitous for peace, he waited unti1, through 

their means, a favourable opportunity prefented 

itfelf. On this occafion he went to Three Rivers, 

where having erected a tent in the fort, he 

placed himfelf in a chair, having on either fide of 

him the officers and principal inhabitants of the 

colony. The deputies of the Iroquois were feated 

on a matt near his feet ; they had chofen this 

place to mark their refpeB: for Ononthio, the 

governor, whom they always diflinguiihed by 

that appellation, and whom they generaiiy ad

dreffed by the title of father. 

The Algonquins, the 1\Iontagnez, the Atti

kamegues, and fome other favages who fpoke 

the fame language, were oppofite, and he Hu

rons were mixed with the French. The middle 

fpace was unoccupied, that the neceffary e\'olu

tions might be made without embarraffment and 
interruption. 

The Iroquois had provided themfelves with 
feventeen belts, which were equal to the number 

of 
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of propofitions they had to difcufs ; and to e~pofe 
them to view in the order in which they were to 
be ex lained, they ereCted two picquets, with a 
cord extended from one to the other, on which 

they were fufpended. The orator of the Can
tons taking one in his hand, and prefenting it to 

the Governor-General, fpoke thus : " Ononthio, 

be attentive to my words, all the Iroquois fpeak 

by my mouth ; my heart entertains no evil fen
timents, all my intentions are upright ; we wi!h 

to forget our fongs of war, and to refume the 

voice of chearfulnefs." He immediately began to 

fing, his colleagues marking the meafure with a 
he, which they drew from the bottom of their 
chefi, and in dancing he moved quickly, and 
gefiiculated in a manner perfeCtly grotefque. He 
cafi his eyes towards the fun, he rubbed his arms 
as if to prepare himfelf for wrefl:Iing, and then 

aifu ming a cornpofed air, continued his difcourfe. 

" This belt is to thank thee, my father, for 
having given- his life to my brother ; thou haft 
withdrawn him from the teeth of the Algon

quin; but ihouldfl: thou have permitted him to 

depart alone? If his canoe had upfet, who could 

have affified him ? Had he been drowned, or 

had he by any. other accident periihed, thou 

couldf1 have had no tidings of peace, and thou 

would!t have attributed to us a fault, which 
wopld hay~ be~n alone imputable to thee." In 

finilhing 
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finilhing thefe words, he fufpended a collar on 

the cord, he laid hold of another, and after 

having fixed it on the arm of Couture, a French

man, proceeded : " rvi y father' this collar re

fion~s to thee thy countryman ; I was willing to 

fay to him, my nephew, take a canoe, and return 
to thy country, but I never fuould have been 

happy until I had learned certain tidings of his 

arrival. My brother, whom thou fentefi: back 

to us, fuffered much, and encountered great 

dangers. He was obliged alone to carry his 

baggage, paddle his canoe the whole day, draw 

it up the rapids, and be always on his guard 

againfl: furprife." The orator accompanied this 
difcourfe with expreffive gefiures ; and repre. 
fented the fituation of a perfon fometimes con

ducting a canoe with a pole, an operation which 

in Canada is called picquer de fond, at others 

rowing with a paddle; fometimes he appeared 

out of breath, then refuming the energy of his 

powers, he remained for a while in a ftate of 
tranquillity. . 

He feemed in carrying his baggage, to wound 
his foot againfl: a ftone, and he proceeded limp
ing, as if he felt the reality of pain. 

The other collars related to peace, of which 

the conclufion was the fubjett of this embaffy ; 

each had its particular import, and the orator 

explained them in the fame graphical manner, 

which, 
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which, in the difcuffion of the former, he 
difplayed. 

had B 0 0 K 
li. 

One rendered the paths open and free, 
another calmed the fpirit o( war, which ren
dered the navigation of the rivers dangerous; 
there was one to announce that they lhould 
henceforth vi fit each other . without fear or dif
trufi ; and with each different branch of the 
fubjeB: a belt was conneCted-the feafl:s which 
they lhould mutually gtve; the alliance between 
all the nations; the defire which they always 
entertained of refioring Fathers Jaques and 
Breffani, who were prifoners ; the kindnefs 
they intended for them; their acknowledgment 
for the deliverance of three Iroquois captives ; 
every one of thefe was expreffed by a collar ; 
and had the orator refrained from fpeaking, his 

aCtion would, in a great degree, have developed 
the fentiments which he uttered. He fpoke and 
aeted for three hours without appearing to be 
heated) and he was the firfl: to propofe a fpecies 

of fefl:ival, \vhich terminated the affembly, and 

which conflfied in feafiij}g, finging, and dancing. 
Two days after, M. de Montmagny gave an 

anfwer to the propofitions of the Iroquois ; it 
not being cufl:omary to reply on the fame day. 
This aifembly was equally numerous as the firfl:, 
and the Governor-General made as many pre· 

fents 

~-.--.J 
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fents as he had received belts of wampum.

Couture was the fpeaker, and he delivered his 

difcourfe without geiliculation, without inter

ruption, and with a gravity which correfponded 

with the charaCter of the perfonage whofe inter

preter he was. When he had finifhed, Pifkaret, 

an Algonquin chief, arofe, and offered his pre

fent : " Behold,'' faid he, " a fione which I 

place on the fepulchre of thofe who were killed 

in the war, that no one may attempt to remove 

their bones, and that every defire of avenging 

their death may be laid afide." This captain 

was one of the bravefi men in Canada , and had 

difl:ingu!fhed himfelf by deeds of fin gular valour . 

Negabama, chief of the 1\Iontagnez, then 

prefented a deer fkin, faying, " that it was for 

the purpofe of making fhoes for the deputies of 

the Iroquois, lefl: in returning home they ihould 

wound their fe t.t againfi the fiones." 

The other nations fpoke not, becaufe, appa

rently, neither their chiefs nor orators were pre

fent. The aifc:mbly was concluded by three 

difcharges of cannon, which, it was told the na

tives, were to fpread the ne vs of peace. 

The following winter exhibit \ hat ne\·er had 

before been feen in Canada fince the arrival of 

the French; the Iroquois, the Hurons, and the 

Algonquins, mixed togeth r in the chace with 

equal 
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equal concord, as if they compofed the fame B o o K 

nation. 

The Chevalier de Montmagny received orders 

to refign his government to M. d' Ailebouft, 

who commanded for a time at Three Rivers, 

and to return to France. 

The conduct of l\i. de Poinci, Go' rnor-Ge
neral of the American iflands, who 2ttempted 

to maintain his fituation in oppofition to the 

court, and who refufed to acknowledge as his 

fucceifor the perfon whom the King had ap

pointed, thereby exhibiting an example of re

bellion which other governors were beginning 

to follow, induced the council of his Moft 

Chrifiian Majefly to adopt the refolution of ap
poin'ting governors of colonies for three years 

only in the fame place, left, by being continued 

• too long a time in office, they might be difpofed 

to confider the country over which the authority 

delegated to them had extended, as their own 

domain. 

Inconveniences fail not to accompany general 

regulations ; and it is a misfortune to be piaced 

in circumfiances, which may not be remedied by 

exceptions, often neceifary, efpecially where the 

public intereft is concerned. 

When the choice has fallen on a man of 

virtue and talents, he cannot be a!Iowed to re

main for too long a period at the head of a new 

5 colony. 

11. 
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colony. On the contrary, a perfon who, de~ 
ficient in qualifications, folicits an employment 

of fuch importance, cannot too foon be recalled. 

Nothing can be more prejudicial to a colony, 
fufficient time for the confolid ation and eOabli!h
ment of . whofe foundations may not yet have 

elapfed, and where there exill: enemies, with 

whom to contend with advantage, a knowledge 

of their charaB:er, policy, and firength mull: be 
acquired, than frequently to change the perfons 

to whom its government and defence are corn· 
mitted . To aB: with energy, a conformity of 

conduct is required to purfue projeCls, which 
cannot ripen, or be executed, but with time ; 

for it rarely occurs that a new Governor ap

proves the views of his predece!Tor, or imagines 

not that he can devife more efficient meafures. 
The fame contrariety of opinions may continually 
fucceed, and by the frequent change of men and 
of fchemes , a colony may be condemned to re
main in a long fiate of infancy, and its progrefs 
in advancement be ted!ous and circumfcribed. 

To M. de Montm, gny none of thofe blemilhes 
were imputable : he endeavoured to regulate 

his conduB: by that of his predeceifor, and con

fined himfelf to put-fue, as far as he was per .. 

mitted, the plan which Champlain, the founder 
of the fettlement, had traced in his memoirs. 

Had the company of Canada feconded his en-

deavours, 
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deavours, he would have placed his government 

on a refpectable footing; and much credit was 
due to him for having fo ably fupported it with 
fuch feeble refources. His conduCt was ever 

exemplary, and on mofi: occafions he difplayed 

tokens of ability, of difintereflednefs, and of a 

love of piety and religion. He was equally re
fpeCted by the French and by the natives, and he 

was long quoted by the court, as a model to be 
imitated by governors of new colonies. 

M. d' Ailleboufi, his fucceifor, was a man of 

much probity and worth. He had been a mem

ber of the fociety for the fettlement of Montreal, 

and had commanded in that ifland during the 
abfence of M. de Maifonneuve: from thence he 
was removed to the government of Three Rivers. 
He was well acquainted with the ftate of the 
fettlement, and negleCled nothing in his power 
towards promoting its welfare. But he was not 
better fupported than the former governor, and 

New France continued under him to be fub
jeCted to difadvantages, which could not without 
injufiice be placed to his account. 

~ebec and the other French fettlements were 
then in a fiate of tranquillity; the favages, do
miciliated amongfi them, and thofe who came 
thither for the purpofes of traffic, profited by the 

general calm. The commerce was chiefly con

fined to furs; and Three Rivers and Tadouffac 

VOL. l• F were 
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were the marts to which the natives principallt 

reforted. The greater part of the tribes de

fcended from the north; during their flay they 

were inflructed in the truths of Chriflianity, 

which they communicated to their neighbours, 

and generally returned with profelytes, who were 

prepared for baptifm. Sillery every day in

creafed in the number of its inhabitants, who 

difplayed religious fervour and zeal. But the 

church of the Hurons, although the mof1 nume

rous of all> and the mofl: productive in examples 

of piety, became to the evangelic labourer a 

fource of continual difquietude and alarm. 

The Andafloez, a people at that period power. 

ful and war like, had fent to the Huron an offer 

of ailifiance. The opportunity was favourable 

for endeavouring to regain over the Iroquois that 

fuperiority \\'hich tbey form rly poifdfed, but 

they would not embrace it. To place themfelves 

i,!l a fituation of procuring an advantageous 

peace, by afiuming a portion of warlike fl:rength, 

was a firetch of policy which they could not 

reach; they therefore foon became dupes to the 

perfidy and artifice of their enemies. 

For a time there was no appearance of hofiili

ty, and nothing more was wanting to replunge 

the Hurons into their ufual indolence and belief 

of fecurity. The Agniers, a tribe of the Iroquois, 

fecret1 y took arms, and appeared in their coun· 

try, 
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iry, on a quarter where they were ieaft ex- n o o K 

peeled. ~ 
Father Antoine baniel took charge alone of x648 . 

this canton, and made his ordinary refidence in 
the fettlement of St. Jofeph, the firfl: in which it 
had been attempted to efl:ablith the praClice of the 
gofpel. On the fourth of July in the morning; 
\vhilfl: the miffionary was celebrating the facred 
myfieries, he heard a confufed noife of perfons 
who fled on all fides; crying out, " they are 
killing us." 

There then happened to be none in the village 
but old men, women, ~nd children : of this the 
enemy was informed, made approaches during 
the night, and attacked at break of day. The 
whole inhabitants wete maifacred, and lafl of all 
the miffionary. _ 

About this time an envoy from New England 
arrived at ~ebec, with powers to propofe a per
petual alliance between the two colonies, inde
pendent of all the ruptures which might happen 
between the patent fiates. M. d' Ailleboufl: 
thought the propofal of mutual advantage, and 
fent to Bofion a plenipotentiary to conclude and 
fign the treaty; but upon condition that the 
Englith would confent to aCl: when neceifary, in 
Junction with the French, in making war againfl: 
the Iroquois. 

F 2 lt 
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It appeared that the la[l: condition was not ac.t 
ceptable, and would break off the negotiation. 
The Englifh were themfelves fufficiently remote 
from the Iroquois to have nothing to apprehend, 
and were occupied in their commerce, and in the 
culture of their lands. This alliance therefore 
did not take place. The Iroquois having fufpend
ed for fix months every hofiile enterprize, the 
Hurons again forgot that they were concerned 
with an enemy, againft whom they ought ever to 
have been upon their guard. In confequence of 
which, a thoufand warriors of the former march
ed into their country, and burnt and defl:royed 
two villages. During this incurfion two French 
miffionaries were put to death with the moft 
ihocking cruelties. 

After thefe rude checks, rhe Hurons defpaired 
. of being any longer able to fupport themfelves, 

and in lefs than eight days all the villages in the 
environs of St. 1\tlary were deferted. Of mofl: of 
•h."" fe, no traces but the cleanfed fpots of land re
mained, the inhabitants on withdrawing having 
fet fire to them. Some of the Hurons went 
among the forefi:s, others among the neighbour
ing people. A plan was formed for re-uniting 
the reil: of this difperf~d nation, in fome firuation 
fufficiently remote, that they might not be dif
quieted by an enemy whcm they were no longer 
in a condition to ret1l1. 

For 
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For this pu,.pofe was propofed the Hle Mani
toualin, which is fituated in the north part of 

Lake Huron. This ifland is about forty leagues 
in length from eafi to weft, its breadth is inconfi
derable, and its coafl:s are frequented by fhoals of 
fi{h. The foil is in many places good, and as it 

was not inhabited, it abounded witl} animals of 
the chace. The fcheme of the miffionaries was 
not however relifhed, the Hurons being unable to 
adopt the refolution of exiling themfelves fo 
far from their country, which they would not 
abandon, although they wanted the courage to 

defend it ; they therefore had the complaifance 
to follow that people to the ifland of St. Jofeph, 
which i little remote from that part of the con
tinent where they then were fiationed. 

Their removal took place on the fifteenth of 
May, and in a little time were formed in this 
ifiand an hundred cabins, fome of eig-ht, others 
of ten families, without including a great number 
of families who fprea.cl themfe1ves along the 
neighbouring coafl for the convenience of fifhing 
and of the chace. The fummer paifed in tran
quillity, but as they qicl not cultivate the land, 
and as their fifhing and chace produced bur lit tle, 

autumn was 11ot far adv(.lnc~d when provifions 
beg::m to fail. They were foon reduced to the 

mofl: dreadful extremities; they qug up bodie::: 
half corrupted to fatisfy their h\lnger, mothers 

F 3 devoured 
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de'.'oured their children who died for want of 

no~rifhment, and children were reduced to feed 

on the carcaffes of thofe to whom they owed their 

exifi:ence. 

A famine which produced effeCts fo calami

tous could not fail to engender malignz.nt diflem~ 

pers; and there arofe a contagious malady, to 

whofe defolating fury great numben became the 

prey. 
St. John, another village of the H urons, con

fil1:ing of fix hundred families, \Yas foon after 

inv(l.ded and deflroyed by th€ Iroquois, and the 

miflionary was put to death. 

A confl:erna,tion fo general \";as fpread among 

the nation of the H\.lrons, that numbtrs of them 
defcended to Q9ebec to join fame of their coun. 

try men fettled in its vicinity. Aim oft all the 

inhabitants of the two villages of St. l\Iichael 

and St. John, embraced a refolurion of prefent

ing themJelves to the ~roquois, and of making an 

offer to live in their fociety. They were wdl 
received; but the enemy finding that many \Yere 

wanderers without the power of fixing themfeire$ 
in any fituation, detached a party of young war

riors in purfuit of them. ~lmofl: the whole were 

taken, and no quart~r ~as giYen. The dread of 

the Iroq~ois had fuch an effetl upon all the other 

pations, that the borders of the river Outaouais, 

~hich were long thickly peopled, became almoll 

deferted, 
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cleferted, without its ever being known what be

came of the greater part of the inhabitants. 

Brandy and other fermented liquors began 

now to be introduced among the favages who 

bordered on Tadouffc1c, which has fince be~n the 

ct.ufe of great cliforder and calamity among the 

n,nive~, who are much difpofed to intoxication, 

an..: under its influence give a full fcope to all 

the malignant paffions of the human heart. 

The perfons to whom the g ·wernmem of the 

colony was committed poffdftd too much reli. 

gion and zeal not to oppofe themfdves to a com

merce which tended to foment vice, and they 
were not even fufpecred, as were fome of their 

fucceffors, of wifhing to incteafe the revenue at 

the expence of religion and good order. 

This evil made in a fhort time fuch advances, 

that the chiefs of the favages earneftly petitioned 

the governor to order a prifon to be built, in 

which to confine thofe who by their irregular 

conducr difquieted fociety. Befides the Mon .. 

tagnez, who were the nati~e inhabitants of Ta

douffac, there alfo frequented this poft the Bed1-

anrites, Papinachois, and Oumamioucks, among 

whom were feveral Chrifl:ians already converted 

by native profelytes. 

Great care had been taken at Three Rivers to 

prevent the introdud:ion of this de!hud:ive 

~rticle of commerce, and the natives in that 

r 4 vicinity 
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B o o K vicinity were yet {hangers to its dangerous 
II. a: 

"'---v-...1 eu eels. 
1 Q5°· This year, fo hurtful to New France by the 

deflruB:ion of almofl the whole of the Huron na

tion, and by other unfavourable events which 

followed, concluded by the change of the Go

vernor-General. · .rvr. de Laufon, one of the 

principal a!fociates of the company of Canada, 

was nominated to fucceed M. d' Aillebouft, whofe 

three years were expired; but he arrived not at 

~ebec until the following year. The latter left 

without regret an office, where he was deflitute 

of the means of fupporring his dignity. The 

new governor had always held the gre:atefr lhare 

in conduCting the affairs of the company. He 

negotiated in England for the reflitution of ~e

bec. His integrity and good intentions were 

generally known, and he appeared al \rays to have 

taken a great interefl in the welfare of Can da. 

165 z. But he found its fituation in a worfe fla~ than 

he conceh·ed, and the colony was rapidly on the 

decline. The Iroquois, become more prefump

tuous by their late victories, began no longer to 

confider the forts and entrenchments as barriers 
to their progrefs ; they fpread themfelves in great 
bodies over all the French habica tions, and no 
place was {heltered from their infults. 

~653 · The ifland of Montreal fuffered not lefs from 

the incurfions of the Iroquois than the other 

quarters 
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quarters of the colony; and 1\'l. 1\'laifonneuve was 
ob!iged to make a voyage to France to folicit the 
f"tlccours, which by letters he coulJ not obtain. 
He returned with a reinforcement of a hundred 
men. He alfo brought with him a female of 
exemplary virtue, who founded the infl:itution of 

the daughters of the congregation j 2n infl:itution 
which afterwards became of eminent advantage 
to the fertlement. 

About this period the Iroquois completed the 
defhuB:ion of the nation of the Eriez, or Cat. 
The commencement of the war had not been 
favourable to the former, but they perfevered, 
and their efforts at length produced fuch fuccefs, 
that were it not for the great lake which fiill re
tains the nan e of the latter nation, not a vefiige 
of their ever having exifl:ed would have remain
ed. Apprehenfions were entertained that thefe 
new advantages would rekindle in the breafts of 
the Iroquois their long cheri!hed hatred to the 
French, but the tribes of the Onnontagues were 
more than ever difpofed to a union with tl em. 
To this end they made advances, which were 
conceived to be fincere, as their interefi: corre
fponded with their prefent conduct. Pierre 
Dablon, a miffionary amongfl: them, accompaniQ 
ed fome of their convoy to ~1ebec, that they 
might endeavour to prevail on M Laufon to fend 
into their canton a number of Frenchmen. 

He 
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He fet out on the l2th of March with a nu .. 

merous efcort, and arrived at ~ebec in the 

beginning of April. The Governor-General 

entered without hefitation into the vie\vs of the 

Iroquois; and fifty Frenchmen were chofen to 

form the propofed efiabli£hment. The Sieur 

Dupuys, an officer of the garrifon, was appoint

ed their commandant. Father Francois Le IVIer

cier, who had fuccee ded Pierre Jer6me Lalle

man_t in the charge of fuperior general of the 

millions, determined himfelf to conduct thofe of 

his order who were deflined to efiabli£h the firll: 

Iroquois church, and whofe names were fathers 

Fremin, 1\tlefnard, and Dablon : their departure 

was fixed for the 7th of l\Iay ; and although the 

preceding harvefl had been but moderate, they 

gave to the Sieur Du puy a quantity of provi

fions fufficient to fupport his people during a 

whole year, and alfo feed for the lands, of which 

they were going to take polfeffion. 

The account of this enterprize ha\'ing gone 

abroad, it became a ft:bject: of ferious reflec ion 

among the Agnie1 s, and awoke in them an an

cient jealoufy whit.h they enterta ined againft the 

Onnontagues. A general air mbly of all the 

canton was convened to deliberate on this affair, 

which appeared of the gr atel1: importance ; and 

it was there concluded that e\·ery endeayour mufr 

pe pfed to crufh the new efiabliiliment. In con-

feau nee .. 
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fequence of this refolution, a party of four hun
dred men was raifed, with orders to difperfe, or 
~ut in pieces the company ofM. Depuys. Hav
ing failed in the attainment of their objea, they 
avenged themfelve~ by pillaging fame of his ca
noes which had fallen behind, and were not fufr
pcienrly guarded. 

It was nor thought expedient to rnake this in
fult a ground of quarrel, in hopes that they 
would foon be in a Hate to take certain and fig
nal \'engeance, if the Agniers did not, of them
fclves, make ample reparation. They however 
mad.e it fuonly afterwards appear, that nothing 
was more remote f:-om their inclination. They 
approa~hed the lf1e of Orleans on a morning be
fore fun-rife, fell upon a party of ninety Hurons 
()[every age and fex, who were labouring in the 
fields, killed fix of them, bound the ref:, and 
embarked them in their canoes. They boldly 
pa£fed before ~ebec, and made their prifoners 
fmg oppofite to the fort, as if .to challenge the 
Governor to attempt to refcue: them from their 
hands. They conduCteJ them to their village 
without having been purfued, and there burnt 
the chiefs ; the refi were difhibuted among the 
cantons, and retained in fevere captivity. 

M. de L;mfon \Vas much blamed for having 
fuffered calmly fuch in!olence, and his total in
;!CJion whilft he enemy were, it may be faid, 

tearing 
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tearing from his arms, allies, whofe converfion 

equally interefied the honour of the C:)lony and 
of religion, caufed a fiain in his memory, which 

his virtues were unable to efface. There happen 
fomttimes, in the conduCt even of worth;r men, 

mifiakes which are confidered as lefs pardonable 

than cowardice itfelf. 
The Hurons, by a prefumptuous confidence in 

fecurity, of which favages cannot divefl: them
felves, fuffered a furprize ; to refcue them from 
the lroquois, an army of five or fix hundred men 
would have been neceffary, and the time required 
for armililg and embarking that body would have 
afforded to thefe barbarians more than fufficient 

Jeifure to have eluded the efforts of their pur

fuers. 

A young Huron of this unfortunate band, who 
efcaped from the village where he was captive, 
related that many of them were treated with in
humanity unequalled, particularly one of the 

chief_,, whofe punifhment was prolonged for three 

days. Having be::!n convened to Chrifl: ianiry, 

he ceafed not o addrefs himf"elf to the Supreme 
Being, althout;h he experienced that I~is perfe
,·erance in that devout exercife tended to ~rritate 
l1is executioners, and to lengthen the period of 
hi;; aHlitl:ions . 

The J r--•r::u ois ha, no fooner exterminated the 
Jlurons from their c untr :; th;m the.v rr-folred to . " 

treat 
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treat in the fame manner all their allies. The n o o K 
11. 

Outaouais were among the number, and being ._..---.J 

unable to refifi the conquerors, they were not 16 ) 6 • 

difpofed to wait until they !hould arrive to burn 

their villages, and put the inhabitants to death. 

Some had already withdrawn to the bogs of 

the Saguinaw, others to that of Thunder, both 

of which are in lake Huron, many to the iiland 

ofMeinitoualin, and to the ifle of :rvlichilimakinac; 

but the greateft part of the nation remained 

unril the extirmination of the Hurons in the 

borders of the great river, which is known by 

the name of their nation. They then joined 
themfel ves to the Hurons Tionnontatez, with 

whom they penetrated to the regions of the fouth. 

They entered into an alliance with the Sioux, 

afterwards embroiled themfelves with them, and 
made war at the expence of that people, until 

this period, unwar like and li ttl e known. They 

then feparated into fe ·1eral b<>.nds , and the mifery 

to which they were red uced proclaimed wherever 

they direCted . their ccurfe the terror of the Jro .. 

qu01s name. 

The party who had been fent to fe ttle among 

the Onnontagues fuffered much fro m want of 

provifions. They chiefl y relied on fii11ing and on 

the chace. Both failed them ; and the French, 
who are not accuflomed to long abftinence, like 

the favages, would have perilhcd from hunger, if 
6 they 
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they had not been fuppli ed by the natives. The 
whole canton feemed indined to embrace the 
Chrifl:ian faith, and it became nece£far.y to en.; 
large the chapel more than one half, as it was in. 

fufficient to contain all thofe who wiihed to 
become profelytes. It was thought by many of 
the French that a fort oug ht to have been con
firufted in order to guard againft the levity and 
verfatile difpcfition of th is people, and it would 
have been well to have adopted theit counfel. 
But the funds of Canada were unequal to furnilh 

the expence, and among the aifociates of New 
France no one had lefs credit, or was lefi regard

ed, than they who had acquired a knowledge of 
the country. 

The Hurons of the ifland of Orleans, who 
conceived themfel ves no longer in fecl!rity, took 
refuge at ~ebec, and in a moment of defponden
cy for having been abandoned by the French, 
they had fecretly fent a propofal to the Agniers; 
to be admitted into their canton; and to become 
with them one people. They had fcarcely em
braced this meafure, when they repented. The 
Agniers, finding that they wifhed to withdraw 
their propofal, took the means of obliging them 
to fulfil it. They began by letting loofe on them 
feveral detached parties, who ma£facred or carried 
off all whom they found in the country, and 
when they imagined that thefe hofiilities had 

rendered 
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rendered them more traCtable, they fent to rt o o K 

~ebec thirty deputies to conduct them away. ~~ 
Nothing could equal the haughtinefs with 1656. 

which thefe deputies acquitted themfelves of their 
commiffion. They addreifed IVI. de Laufon, de
manding to be heard in an aifembly of the 
French and Hurons, and t he Governor- General 
confenting to their requeft, the chief of the de

putation fpoke to the chief of the Hurons as 
follows: 

" It is now time, my brother, that thou 
1houlde!t !tretch out thy arm to me, that I may 
be intreated to conduCt thee to my country; 
every time that I came with that intention thou 
did!t withdraw, and it was to punifh thy incon
fiancy, that I flruck with my hatchet a part of 
thy countrymen. Believe me, give me no longer 
reafon to repeat that treatment ; arife and follow 
n1e.'' 

He then prefented two collars, one to aid the 
Hurons to raife rhemfelves and confent, the 
other to aifure them that the Agniers would live 
with them as brothers. Turning to the General, 
he faid,-" Lift up thy arm, Ononthio, and allow 
thy children, whom thou holdeft prelied to thy 

bofom, to depart ; for if they are guilty of any 

imprudence, have reafon t8 dread, lefl in coming 
to cha!l:ife them, my blows faH on thy head. 
Receive this, and open wide thy arms." He pre-

fented 
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fented a belt. " I know," continued he, " that 
the Huron is fond of prayers, that he confeifes 
and adores the Author of all things, to whom, 
in his diflrelfes, he has recourfe for fuccour. It 
is my inclination to do the fame. Allow the 
miffionary who quitted me, I know not why, to 
accompany him to inflruct me; and, as I have 
not a fufficient number of canoes to convey fo 
great a body of people, do me the favour to lend 
me thine." He flrengthened thefe demands 
by prefenting two additional collars, and re· 

tired. 

It would be difficult to affign a reafon why M. 
de Laufon tolerated fuch infolence at a time 
when he had no other enemy on his hand but 
that of the canton of Agnier. He !hewed no 
difpleafure at the haug hty difcou rfe of the 
orator, a circumflance which was remarked by 
the Hurons, and caufed them much embarraff
ment. From experience of the pa!l, and the 
general conduCl of the lroquois, they had every 
evil to apprehend, and they conceived, whatever 
might be the part they fhould aa_, inevitable ruin 

niufl overtake them. In this perplexity of their 
affairs they feparated ; fome declaring that they 
would not quit the French, oth rs that they 
were refolved to gi,·e themfdves up to the On
nontagues, with whom they had already made a 
kind of engagement. The family of the Beas 

alone 
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alone kept the promife which they had made to 
the Agniers. 

Thefe refolutions being taken, the council re
affembled ; and although the Governor had 

taken no meafures to make his charader re
fpected, he appeared there in perfon. Father le 
Moyne, who acted as his interpreter, fpoke firft, 
and faid, " Ononthio is attached to the Hurons, 
they are his children ; but he holds them_ not in 
tutelage, they are of age to act for themfelves ; 
he opens his arms, he leaves them at full liberty 
to go where they will. For me, I will follow 
them wherever they go ; if they accompany thee, 
Agnier, I will in!l:rutl: thee alfo to pray, and 
adore the Author of all things, but I dare not 
hope that thou wilt attend to nie. I know thee, 
and I am not ignorant of thy indocility, but I 
therefore will confole myfelf with the Hurons. 

With refpetl: to the canoes which you require, 

you fee that we have fcarcely enough for our-. . 
felves ; make others if you have not a fufficient 

number." 
The chief of the Hurons of the tribe of the 

Bear then expreffed himfelf thus :·" My brother, 

I am at thy difpofal, I place myfelf with clofed 

eyes in thy canoe, prepared for every event, 

even that of death; but I would wifh only my 
own family to attend me. I will fuffer no orhers 
to embark with me. If, hereafter, the rell: of 
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my nation will eo _ tr- join me, I will not op. 
pofc their refolu1ior; bu t I {hall be well pleafed 
that they fhnuld b firft mformed in what man
ner thou wdt treat me.'' 

He pr fented three collars to eng;Jge the Ag. 
nier to ufe him well, to negleCt nothing to com
fort him for the farPfice he made, and to faci

litate the voyage. The deputies accepted the 
collars :md ieern.._d wtll fati&fied. They then 

began to confl:ruct canoes, and when rhey were 
finifhed, they embarked with the Hurons and 
Father le Moyne. 

The good underfl:anding between the French 
and the Upper Iroqunis did not thus feem to 

have received any interruption from what rook 
place at ~ebec, on the fubjeCl: of the Hurons, 
but to render it Jailing, it was neceffary that 
their deputies fhoul d have beer imprelfed with 

an idea of the fir engt h of the fettlen ent, when 
,unhappily they became witneife5 of it s feeble 
condition. This b-=:came every day more ap
parent from the iilfcll tlbi lity with which the 

Frellch feemed to fuffer the infults of the Ag
mers. 

A band of the Onne:youths having gone on a 

hunting expedition to the ifland of l\1ontreal, 
furprifed three Frenchmen whom t.~ y killed, 
and carried off r heir fcalps to their own village. 
1\1. d'Aillebourt, who commanded at Q:ebec, 

becauk 
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bcaufe M. de Laufon had returned to France B o o K 

without awaiting the arrival of a fucceLror, de
manded jufiice for this outrage; and, to compel 
the nation to a compliance, he gave orders to 
arrell: whatever lhould be found belonging to the 
Iroquois in the colony. It was obeyed, and the 
firll: movement which the news of this tranfac-
tion caufed among the cantons was that of em
bracing the moll: violent refolutions. 

I I. 

"--"--' 
1657· 

In the month of February numerous bodies of •6sS. 
the Agniers, of the Onneyouths, and of the On
nontagues, were feen equipped for war. To 
have occafioned a fl:rong fufpicion of their inten-
tions in the brea!l of M. Dupuys, much lefs 
preparation would have been neceLrary. He 
found himfelf much embarraifed, and he faw 
little chance of efcaping. To fortify himfelf, 
and to fiand a fiege would be only to prolong a 
fate, which finally he could not avoid, for h~ 
had no fuccour to hope for from QEebec; and 
if he ever could entertain that hope, the time 
neceifary for its arrival would render it vain and 
ineffeCtual. He mu!l either fooner or later have 
furrendered, have perilhed in refifiing, or have 
died of hunger and want. 
To make his efcape, it was neceffary the party 

1hould firfl: confiruet canoes, for they had not 
taken the precaution to preferve a certain num
ber for that purpofe, in cafe they lhould have 

c 2 been 
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n o o K been reduced to a 1opt it. o work at the ea• 
~ noes openly wou1d be ~o pu Plh his intention, 

165H. and therehy to rend ~ ,. 1mprafr cable. He dif
patched a perfon to M. d '\. 1.-" ou t to acquaint 
him of the confpiracv, and rh en g 'e orden for 
confiruCl:ing wirh all poffil:lle dil igence, fmall 

light batteaux ; and to conceal fmm the lroquois 
a knowledge of what was carrying on, he em

ployed the workmen in the garret of the houfe 
of the Jeluits, which was more detached, and 
fomewhat larger than the others. 

This work being completed, he gave notice to 
his people to hold themfelves in readinefs to de
part on the day which he £hould point out, and 
to colleCl: their provifions for the journey, in 
fuch a manner as not to give any fufpicion to the 
lroquois. It only remained to take fuch fecret 
meafures to embark, that the favages might be 
ignorant of the retreat of the French, until 
they fuould be fo far advanced a~ not to be in 
da '1ger of purfuit, and they fortunately attained 
that point by a fingular firatagem. 
. A young Frenchman had been adopted by 
one of the mofl: confiderable inhabitants of On
nontague; that kind of adoption, "hich after
wards became more frequent, has all the .ad
vantages of thofe which were praetifed among 
the Romans even with refpetl: to inheritance, 
which among fayages can be but little : whence 

6 k 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

it often happened th~t the French received con
fiderabl€' advantage from thefe adopted perfons, 
particularly in arranging treaties of peace. 

The young man went to his father by adop
tion, and told him that he had dreamt of one of 

thofe feftivals where all is eaten that is prepared ; 
he conjured him to make an entertainment of 
this kind for all the village, informing him, that if 
any part of the viCl:uals was left a ter the feafl:, he 
was firongly perfuaded he lhould die. The favage 
replied that it would occafion him much regret 
if he lhould die, that he would himfelf order the 
repaft, that he would take great care that all 

fhould be invited, and that aifuredly nothing 
fhould be left unconfumed. On this the young 
man affigned for the feafi: the 1 gth of March, 
which was the day fixed for the departure of 
the French. All the provifions which could be 

fpared were employed for this purpofe, and all 
the favages were invited. 

The repafi began on the evening, and, to give 

to the French an opportunity of putting their 
batteaux in the water, and of loading them, 
without the noife being heard in the village, the 
tambours and trumpets difcontinued not to 
found on every fide of the cabin where the feail: 
was held . Every thing being in readinefs for 

embarkation, the young man, on a fignal being 
' given, faid to his father by adoption, that he had 
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pity on his guell:s, the greater part of whom had 

already demanded quarter: that they might fuf
pend the fatigues of eating and repofe them. 

felves, and that he would procure them an agree

able fleep. He began to play on the guitar, and 
in lefs than a quarter of an hour not a fingle 
favage was awake. He then went to join the 
little fleet, which in a moment loft fight of the 

village. 

. In fifteen days M. Dupuy faw his party arrived 
in fafety at Montreal. The gratification which 
he experienced at feeing himfelf delivered from 
fo great a danger, was however diminilhed by 

the refleetion that his precipitate flight was not 
creditable to his country, and the regret that for 

want of moderate fuccours he had not been 
placed in a fituation to fupport an eflablilhment 
of fuch importance, and to give law to a people, 
who only dt:rived their power from the weaknefs 

of the French, and the means they thereby pof
fe1fed of repeating their infults. 

He found the whole ifland of Montreal in a 
fiate of great alarm. On every hand were feen 

parties of the Iroquois, who, without declaring 

thei?felves open enemies, occafioped fuch difor· 
ders, that no perfon dared to appear in the 
country. Towards the end of May, Father le 
Moyne arrived at that place, conduB:ed by the 
,/\ gniers~ who had given him their promife to 

pla~e 
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place him fafe in a French fettlement, and which 
they fcrupu!oufly obferved. After this, the na
tion threw off the maik, and war became more 
vigorous than it yet had been. 

On the 1 t th of July the Vifcnunt d'Argenfon 
landed at ~ebec, and was received i quality 
of Governor-General. He was furprifed ext 
morning to hear the cry '' to arms ," a 1d was 
foon after informed that fom p Al~onquins had 
been ma!facrecl by the Iroquois unrier the cannon 
of the fort. Two hundred men, compofed of 
French and favages, were in!l:antly detached in 
purfuit of thefe barbarians, but could not over
take them. 

Not long afterwards the Agniers approached 
Three Rivers with a defign to furprife that pofl:; 
and with a view of fucceeding they fent eight 
men, who, under a pretence of holding a confe
rence, had orders to obferve the flare of the gar
rifon ; but M. de la Potherie who commanded 
there confined fame of them in prifon, and fent 
the reil to the General at ~ebec. This vigo• 
rous meafure produced all the fuccefs which 
could be expected from it, and procured fome 
repofe to the colony. The miilionaries thereby 
took an opportunity of re-commencing their 
apofl:olic labours in the north, and d1fcovered 
feveral routs which led to Hudfon's Bay. 

G 4 Such 
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B o o K Such was the fituatioR of New France when 
~~- , on the r6th of J~ne Frans:ois de Lava), Abbe 

de Montigny, titular bifhop of Petree, and pro
vided by the Sovereign Pontiff with a brief of 
apofi:olic vicar, difembarked at ~ebec. 

The Jefuits had long been perfuaded that the 
prefence of a fuperior ecclefiafi:ic, invefi:ed with 
a charaae·r of command, was become neceifary 
in the colony, to remedy certain diforders which 
began to be introduced, and had demanded of 
the court that a bilhop might be fent out. The 
~een Mother, Ann of Auflria, to whom they 
addreifed themfelves during her regency, was of 
opinion that one of the oldefl miffionaries lhould 
be chofen to fill this fituation, and \Yere inclined 
to appoint Father Paul le Jeune, who had go. 
verned the miffion during fe\'eral years, and was 
then at Paris, occupied in his fpiritual functions, 
and in high efleem for his faoerity and prudence; 
but the Jefuits reprefented that their infiirution 
did not permit them to accept of this dignity, 
and propofed to her Majelly the Abbe de 1\Ion .. 
tigny, who was accordingly appointed. 

Father Jerome Lallemant, who had not vifited 
America fince he went to France to reprefent to 
the company of Canada the wants of that coun
try, governed at that period the college of La
tleche ; the new prelate requefied of his gen ral, 

that 
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that he might again be fent out, as being a man 

who was nece!f.1.ry for him, and this miilionary 

was well fatisfied to confccnte the reft of his 

days to the converfion of fa,·age , under the di

reCtion of a bifhop who was worthy of having 

been a member of the primitive church. Some 

ecclefiafl:ics had arrived with 11. de Petree, and 

others joined him a few years afterwards. As 

they arrived, they were put in poife!11on of cura

cies, with which' the Jefuits had hitherto been 

charged, becaufe they were the only priefl:s in 

New France. The new cures then ferved the 

parifhes only by commiilion. They \vere like

wife for a confidetable time moveable at the \vill 

of the bifhop, and fometimes of the fuperiors of 

the feminary at ~ebec, who themfelves were 

· named by the directors of foreig n millions at 

Paris. Circumfl:ances were in this refpect fame

what changed, fince the court had ordered that 

the cures !hould be fixed in Canada, as through

out the whole kingdom. The i£land of 1\lon

treal, however, with the parifhes dependent on 

it, remained on the fame footing, under the di. 

reClion of the feminary of St. Sui picius. 

Two years had elapfed fince this feminary had 

acquired all the rights of the firft proprietors of 

the i£land. Some years before this period the 

Abbe de ~elus had come to ~ebec, inverted 

with the pruvificm of Great Vicar of the arch .. 

bi!hopric 
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bifhopric of Rouen; but as the jurifdi"tion of 

that prelate over New France was not founded 

on any title, and as the Archbifhops of Nantes 

and Rochelle poffeifed equal pretenfions with 

him, the Abbe was not acknowledged in the 

quality of Grand Vicar, and therefore returned ro 

France. He afterwards returned with the depu

ties of the feminary of St. Sulpicius, to take pof

feffion of the ifland of Montreal, and to found a 
feminary there, to which no oppofition was made, 

all the colony being fati sfied to fee a body, re

fpetlable, powerful, and fruitful in men of talents, 

take the charge of clearing and peopling an 
ii1and, whofe firfr poifeffors had not advanced the 

eflabli{hment fo much as might then have been 

ex petted. 

The order of St . Sulpicius was no fooner in . 
poifeffion of thi., rich domaine, than they thought 

of procuring an horpiral, and they had the good 

fortune to engage many pious perfons in this 

projeB:. l'v1adame de B oui llon contributed fixty 

thoufand lines, 1\Ionf. de la Douerfierre Lieu-
' tenant-General of the Prefidial de la Fieche con-

' 
~ crated to it a part of his fortune, and it was by 
his advice that they made choice of, to ferve this 

hofpital, the daughters of the Hotel Dic:u of that 

rbcc. 1\lademoifc.lle 1\:lanfe, who has already 

been n"' '=:'nt ion d, received the hofpitallers on their 

arri\·al at i\1untreal, aJ:ld durin o- her life took 
0 

charg~ 
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charge of the affairs of their houfe, in which fhe B o o K 

was feconded bv lVI. l\1aifonneuve, who confented ~1:_ 
to continue in the government of this little colony r659· 

after it had changed mafl:ers. 

A town began by degrees to be formed, and an 

ufeful and laudable efl:ablifbment, which at that 

time took place, tended to increafe its profperity. 

The infl:itution of the daughters of the congrega

tion was founded by 1\Targuerite Bourgeois, who 

had accompanied M. M aiConneuve to Montreal. 

It appeared that after fome years had elapfed, the 

fifl:ers of this religious houfe were inclined to 

become nuns, but they were afterwards pro

hibited from fhutting themfelves up, and from 

taking vows. 

The Urfulines of Q:_Iebec contributed much on 

their part to give to perfons of their fex a fuitable 

education, bur beyond the precincts of the town 

there were few girls who had the means of fre

quenting their fchools, and the poverty of the 

country did not permit them to have a great 

many pupils. It was intended, after their fettle

ment in New France, that they fhould charge 

themielves with the education of favage girls, 

but the execution anfwered not the expectations 

which had been formed, and there were many 

reafons for abandoning this project. 

No 
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No reinforcements or fupplies arrived from 
France, and the colony was with difficulty able to 
fupport itfelf. No perfon could adventure to go 
any difl:ance from the forts without an efcort, and 
in many places there appeared no preparations 

for harvefi, although the feafon was fail: ap
proaching. Many were of opinion that the co
lony muft at length be abandoned, and fome be
gan to take rneafures for repailing the fea. Seven 
hundred Iroquois, who had defeated a confider
able party of French and favages, held ~ebec 
in a fiate of blockade. The Urfulines and the 
hofpitallers were obliged in the night to abandon 
their monafieries, where they were not thought ta 
be in fecurity, and towards the end of autumn, 
when it was fuppofed the barbarians had re
turned to their country, it was learnt that they 
ftill kept in the environs of the fettlement; a 
circumfiance which occafioned much alarm. 
An ecclefiafl:ic of the feminary of 1\Ioatreal, . 
named l\L le lVIaitre, was killed in returning from 
the country, where he had been to perform 
mafs. lVl. de Laufon, Senefchal of New France, 
and fon of the preceding Governor, having gone 
to the ifiand of Orleans to ailifl his brother-in
law, who was attacked in his houfe, fell into an 
ambufcade. The Iroquoi~, who knew him, and 
\Y ifhed to get poJTefiion of a prifoner of his con-

fequtnce, 
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fequence, did not wifh to kill him, but finding 

that in defending himfelf he lhot many of their 

people, they fired on him, and he fell dead before 

any of them ventured to approach him. 

l\1any other perfons of confideration, and a 

great number of inhabitants and favages, lhared 

the fame fate. Thirty Attikamegues, among 

whom there were fome Frenchmen, were at

tacked by eighty Iroquois, ancl defended them

felves with valour, which might have faved them 

had they fought with greater order; even the 

women combated to the lafl:, and not one would 

furrender. From Montreal to Tadouffac were 

.every \ here to be feen fatal impreffions of the 

paifage of this ferocious and fanguinary enemy. 

To this affiiaion, a fcourge no lefs fevere was 

then added; a contagious malady L\'ept away a 

great number of the inhabitants. 

By fome prifoners v1ho had made their ef:ape 

from the Iroquois' villages, it ''1S lea:-nt that 

there were at Onnontague t\' 11 whofe lives 

had been fpared by the en em} , ~ 1d vho there 

enjoyed an ample fiate of libert that even in 

the fame canton a cabin had bee,t converted into 

a chapel, where a great number of Chriflians, 

French, Hurons, Iroquois, and Algonquins af~ 

fembled to pray. That the matrons who form 

the principal body of the fiate, had no part in 

the 
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the confpiracy which obliged M. Dupuys to 

withdraw; that during feven days they and their 

children ceafed not to deplore the departure of 

the miffionaries ; and that in the cantons of 

Goyogouin and Onneyouth, there were Chrif

tians who were inviolably attached to the faith. 

The enemy foon after almofl entirely difap

peared, and in the month of July were feen at 

Montreal two canoes with a white flag. They 

were allowed to approach, and·the Iroquois were 

feen difembarking with equal confidence as if 

they had been the mofl faithful allies. They 
were deputies of the cantons of Onnontague and 

of Goyogouin, one of whom was one of the firft 

chiefs of the latter, and well difpofed towards 

the French. They brought with them four 

Frenchmen, whom they propofed to exchange 

for eight Goyogouins, prifoners at :Montreal, 

and they promifecl to refl:ore the other French

men, who were detained in their country, if all 

the members of the two cantons who had been 

captured by the French were delivered up to 

them. 

They produced to 1\I. 1\Iaifonneuve a letter 

figned by all the French captives in the two 

cantons, purporting that they \Yere \Yell treated, 

and that the favages were much difpofed to 

peace; but that if the deputies were not atended 

to 
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to all Frenchmen in their country would be, B o o K 

without mercy, committed to the flames on their ~;__ 
return. 

The Vifcount d' Argenfon was at firfl: little 

difpofed to enter on negociation ; but confider

ing that, in the prefent fl:ate of rhe colony, even 

a difadvantageous peace, provided defenfive 

meafures were taken, was yet better than a fi.ate 

of warfare, which he was not in a condition to 

maintain, he changed his refolution; and Fa

ther le l\1oyne chearfully undertook .to accom

pany the deputies to their country. 

In the mean time the Baron d' Avaugour ar

rived from France to relieve the Governor, 

whofe ill fi.ate of health, the flender fupplies 

which he received from the company, and fame 

private difconrents, which perfons not well dif

pofed ceafed not to occafion him, induced him 

to apply for a recal before the expiration of the 

period of his governmen~. 

The defl:itute fituation of the colony excited 

in the new Governor fentiments of difappoint

ment and furprize. He vifited rhe different pofl:s, 

was afterwards charmed with the appearance of 

the country, and faid that the government of 

France were not acquainted with its value. H-! 
could not conceive how his predece!for had been 

able to retain it with a force fo inferior as that 

he had po!fdf~d, and decla•·ed that he woulcl 
req udl 
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requefi: to be recalled unlefs troops and fupplies 

were regularly fent him. This General was ~a 

man of refolutiun and great integrity, but he en

tertained too high an efl:imation of his fituation 

and talents, and knew not how to unbend. He 

had been employed in Hungary, where he had 

much difiinguifhed himfelf, but he had in ea. 
nada lefs occafion to exercife his good qualities 

than to difplay his defeCts, and he was made to 

experience much mortification during the fhort 

period that· he governed the colony. 

M. de Petree having gone to France, for rea• 

fons which will hereafter appear, propofed to the 

council of the King the erection of a feminary at 

~ebec, and letters patent were iifued in the fol

lowing year in favour of the members of the fe. 

minary for foreign millions. As this infiitution, 

according to the fyfiem at that time prevalent, 

was bound to fupply paftors for the whole 

colony, the prelate obtained an order, that the 

tithes fhould be paid to the direCtors of the new 

feminary, and procured the taxes to be fixed at 

a thirteenth part. It was found that this pro· 

portion was too oppreilive for the colonifl:s, who 

were poor, and fereral reprefenta tions were made 

0n their part. 

The Onnontagues overran a great part of the 

colony, and a tracked in open day many of the 

inhabitants of the ifland of Montreal, who were 
at 
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at work in the country. The town major went 
out with twenty-fix men well armed, to facilitate 

the!r retreat, but having gone through the woods 
to conceal his march from the enemy, he found 
himfelf furrounded. He fought bravely for a 
whole day, and was well fupported by his men, 
until, overpowered by numbers, they all pe
rifhed. 

By the lafl: veffels which failed from ~ebec 
for Europe, the General, and every perfon in 
place in the country, wrote in the fi:rongeft 
terms to the King, befeeching his majefl:y to take 
under his protetlion a colony which was abfo
lntely in a fl:ate of defolation, and reduced to the 
lafl: extremity. The King was much furprized 
on learning that fo fine a country had fo greatly 
fuffered from neglecr.- He forthwith nominated 
M. de Monts, as his commiffioner, to vi fit Canada, 

and there give intimation of his orders ; likewife 

commanding that four hundred of his troops 

fhould be immediately embarked to reinforce the 

garrifons and pofl:s mofl: expofed. .Their arrival 

at ~ebec occafioned great fatisfaCl:ion, and it 

was hoped that, in the following year, the colony 

would be raifed to greater confequence than it 
had yet acquired. 

Until then, the Governor-General had been 
firicr in enforcing obedience to the orders which 
had been iffued refpeCting the fale of fpirits to _ 
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the favages, and the Baron d' Avangour had de. 
creed fevet e penalties againfl thofe who ihould 
infringe his ordinances on this important point. 

It happened that a woman of ~ebec was con
victed of this praCtice, and afterwards confined in 
prifon. One of the Jefuits, at the infl:ance of 
her relations, thought that he might prefume to 
intercede wiLh the G overnor on her behalf. He 
was anfwered with warmth, that fince the traffic 
of fpirits was not deemed by ecclefiaflics a fault 
punilhable in a woman, no perfon fhould thence
forth be punilhed for that tranfgreilion againfl: 
authority. The General made it a point of ho

nour never to retraCt the hafty expreilion that 
had efcaped him. 

Of this circumfl:ance the people foon became 
acquainted, and the diforder was carried to the 
utmofi extremity. They began with fhong in. 
veaive againfl: the confe!fors, who, with a firm
nefs truly facerdotal, wifhed to oppofe a barrier 
to the torrent. The Bilhop of Perree was not 
fpared, who thought the evil fufficiently great to 
employ the cenfures of the church in endeavour
ing to eflect its cure. Seeing however his zeal 
]pefficacious, and his authority contemned, he 
embraced the refolution of carrying his complaint 
to the f( ot of the throne, and went over to 
France He was heard, and obtained from the 
King fuch ordu s as he judged nece!fary to put a 

fiop 
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fiop to this lhameful commerce, which created B o o K 

fuch evils in his fpiritual domain. ~~ 
On the 5th of February, about half an hour 1663. 

pafi: four in the evening, a great noife was heard, 
nearly at the fame time, throughout the whole 
extent of Canada. That noife feems to have 
been the effeet of a fudden vibration of the air 
agitated in all direCtions. It appeared as if the 
houfes were on fire, and the inhabitants, in order 

to avoid its effeB:s, immediately ran out of doors. 
But their aflonifhment was increafed when they 
faw the buildings fuaken with the greatefl vio-
lence, and the roofs difpofed to fall fometimes on 
one fide, fometimes on the other. The doors 
opened of themfelves, and fhut again with a great 

cralh. All the bells were founding, although no 
perfon touched them. The pallifades of the 
fences feemed to bound out of their places ; the 
walls were rent ; the planks of the floor fepa-
rated, and again fprung together. The dogs 
anfwered thefe previous tokens of a general dif-
order of nature, by lamentable howlings. The 
other animals fent forth the mofi: terrific groans 
and cries, and, by a natural inflintl, extended 
their legs to prevent them from falling. The fur-
face of the earth was moved like an agitated fea. 
The trees were thrown againfi: each other, and 
many, torn up by the roots, were toffed to a 

confiderable diflance. 
H2 Sounds 
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Sounds of every defcription were then heard; 
at one time like the fury of a fea which had 

overflowed its barriers, at another like a multitude 

of carriages rolling over a pavement, and again 

like mountains of rock or marble opening rheir 

bowels, and breaking into pieces with a tremen

dous roar. Thick clouds of d ufl: which at the 

fame time arofe, \vere taken for fmoke, and for 

the fymptoms of an univerfal conflagration. 

The confl:ernation became fo general, that not 

only men, but the ~nimals appeared as if firuck 

with thunder ; they ran in every quarter without 

a knowledge of their courfe, and wherever they 

went they encountered the danger they wi!hed to 

avoid. The cries of children, the lamentations 

of women, the alternate fucceffions of fire and 

darknefs in the atmofphere, all combined to ag

gravate the evils of a dire calamity which fub\'erts 

every thing by the excru€iating tortures of the 

imagination, difheffed and confounded, and 

lofing in the contemplation of this general confu

fion the means of fdf-prefervation. 

The ice ' hich covered the St. L 1wrence, and 

the other rivers, broke into pieces \vhich cralhed 

againfl: each other; large bodies of ice were 

thrown up into the air, and from the place which 

they had quitted a quantity of fand, and flime, 

and wa.ter fpouted up. The fources of feveral 

fprings and little riv rs became dry ; the waters 

of 
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of others were impregnated with fulphur. At 

fome times the waters appeared red, at others of 

a yellowifu c:1ft; thofe of the St. Lawrence be

came white from ~ebec to Tadou!fac, a fpace of 

thirty leagues: the quantity of matter neceifary 

to impregnate fo vaft a body of waters mufl: have 

been prodigious. In the mean time the atmof

phere continued to exhibit tbe mofl awful phe

nomena; an inceifant rufhing noife was heard, 

and the fires affumed every fpecies of f:::lrm. The 

mofl plaintive voices augme:1:ed the general ter

ror and alarrn. Porpuffes and [ea-cows were 

heard howling in the water at Three Rivers, 

where none of thefe iifhes had ever before been 

found; and the noife which they fent forth 

refembled not that of any known animal. 

Over the whole extent of three hundred 

leagues from earr to wefl:, and one hundred and 

fifty from fouth to north, ~he earth, rhe rivers, 

and coafl:s of the ocean experienced for a confi

derable time, although at intervals, the mofl: 

dreadful agitation. 

The firfi fhock continued without intermiffion 

for half an hour : about eight o'clock in the 

evening there came a fecond, no lefs violent than 

the firfl:, and in the fpace of half 'an hour were 

two others. During the night were reckoned 

thirty !hocks. 

H3 New 
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New England and New Holland were not 
more exempted from its effetls than the country 
of New France, and over this traB: of land and 
rivers, when the violence of the !hocks had abated, 
an intermitting movement was felt every where 
at the fame period. 

It appears wonderful., that in fo extraordinary 
a derangement of nature, \vhich lafl:ed for fix: 
months, no human inhabitant lhould have pe
rifhed, and no contagion fhould have fucceeded: 
the country foon afterwards refumed its wonted 
form and tranquillity. Although in fome me

moirs it is fl:ated, that the Gre<!t River, with re

fpeB: to its banks, and fome parts of its courfe, 
underwent remarkable changes, that new iilands 
were formed, and others confiderably enlarged; 
of this circumfl:ance there does not, however, 
appear to have exifled a probability. The river 
bears no marks of having fuffered thereby any 
interruption or change in its courfe, from lake 
Ontario to Tadouifac. The rapids of Sr. Louis 
at Montreal, and the feveral iflands, remain in 
the fame fiate as when Jacques Cartier firfl: vi
fited them. It is obferved elfewhere in this 
work, that there are evident tokens of the St. 
Lawrence having at fome period feparated its 
waters at Cape Rouge, flowed to the eafl:ward 
through the level country, and re-united at the 
foot of the promontory of ~ebec, infulating 

the 
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the lofty ground from Cape Rouge to that n o o K 
ll. 

place; but the alteration of its ceafing to flow .._~ 
through that channel had probably taken effeCt, 1663· 

long before America h:-td been vi!ited by Eu

ropeans. It is alfo remarked in another part of 
this work, that at St. Paul's Bay, Mal Bay, and 

Camomafka, which are fubjeet to partial earth

qu::ikes, there are undoubted proofs of the once 
powerful operation of fuch natural convulfions. 

The Bifhop of Petree, and M. de fv1efy, 

whom the King had fent to relieve the Baron 
d'Avangour, arrived with a body of troops at 

~ebec. Thefe gentlemen were accompanied 
by the Sieur Gaud:1is, whom his majefl:y had no
minated commiffi ,mer, to take pofreilion in his 
name of all New France, of which the company 
of Canada had remitted to hirn the domain on 
the 14th of February in this year. There alfo 

arrived a hundred familie~, who came to people 
the country, and feveral military and law offi-

cers. 

The commi fiioner began his funCtions by 
receiving from all th~ inhabitunts the oath of 

allegiance, by regulating the police, and by fram
ing feveral ordinances ref peCling the mode of ad

minifl:ering juflice. 

Until that period there had not been in Cana

da any court of law or equity; the Governors

General decided on caufes of difpure according 

H 4 tQ 
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to their pleafure. Their fentences were never 

appealed from; but they generally gave decifions 
after the mode of arbitration had been ineffeCtu
ally reforted to, and thefe were almofl: ever 
dictated by good fenfe, and according to the 
precepts of natural law. The Creoles of Canada, 

although far the greater part of the Norman 

race, had by no means a turn for litigatio~ and 
would often rather give up a point than confume 

their time in pleading. There almofl: appeared 

to be a community of property in the province; 
at leafi: it was long unneceffary to employ a lock 

and key, and this mutual confidence was not 
abufed. It is a reflection no lefs true than hu. 

rniliating, that from the precaution which a le

giilator adopts for the prevention of dilhonefl:y, 
and the advancement of equity, the former lhould 
not unfrequently receive its introduction, and 

the latter fhould date the commencement of its 
decline. 

There had exifi:ed, it is true, for upwards of 

twenty years, the office of Grand Senechal of 

New France, and at Three Rivers there was a 

fpecies of jurifdiB:ion, from which an appeal 

could be made to the tribunal of thefe magifhates 
of the fword; but it appeared that he was fubor
dinare in his functions to the Governor-General, 

who ~lways retained the privilege of rendering 

juflice themfelves, when recourf~ was had to 

them, 
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them, which frequently happened. In affairs of B o o K 

importance a fpecies of council was affembled, ~ 
compofed of the Grand Senecbal of the fuperior s663. 

of the Jefuits, who, before the arrival of the 

bilhops, was the foie fuperior ecclefiaflic of the 
country, and of fame of the principal inhabi-

tants, to whom was given the quality of coun-
fellors. 

This council was, however, by no means per~ 

manenr : the Governor-General efiablifhed it in 
virtue of the power which he derived from the 
King, and char;ged it whenever he thought fit. 
1t was not then until this year, after the King 
had taken Canada into his power, that this colony 
had a permanent council efl:abliil1ed by the prince. 
The ediCl of creation is dated in the month of 
March, and imported that the council Jhould be 
compofed of M. de Mefy, Governor-General; of . 
M. de Laval, Bifhop of Petree, apofrolic Vicar · 

of New France; of M. Robert, intendant; of 
four counfellors who :lhould be named by thefe 
three gentlemen, and who could be continued in 
office, or changed according to their pleafure ; 
of a procureur-general, and of a chief clerk. 

M. Robert, counfellor of fi:ate, had been no

minated intendant of juflice, police, finance, and 
marine for New France, and his inflruClions were 

dated the 2111: of March, but he clj.d not make 

the voyage to Canada; and M. Talon, who ar-
rived 
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B o o K rived there two years afterwards, was the firfi: 
~ who exercifed thefe funCtions. NI. Ducheneau 

1663. who fucceeded him three years afterwards, 

brought an order of the King, in virtue of which 

the intendant filled the office of firfl prefident of 

the council, refigning however to the Governor 

the highefi feat, and the fecond to the Bilhop. 

Two counfellors were at the fame time added to 

the number, and the whole members of the 

council had commiffions from the court. 

It was not intended that rhe Sieur Gaudais, 

who had been fent out as King's commiffioner, 

:lhould remain in the colony : he had an exprefs 

order to return to France by the fame veifel 

which had brought him to ~ebec, that he might 

communicate to his fovereign an exa.a account 

of the country; inform him of the general cha

racter of the clergy, of the efreJ: produced by 

the eflablifhment of the council, of the grounds 

of complaint againfl the Baron d' Avangour, and 

of the reception that \Yas gi\'en to l\I. de 1\Iefy. 
He acquitted himfelf of his commiffion to the 

fatisfachon of all parties. The BJron d' A van· 

gout, to whom could be imputed no fault but that 

of too rigid an adherence to juflice, and an ob!li

n<ltc devmion to his prejudices, appeared much 

pleafed with his recal, which he had himfelf re

quefied. He foon after, \Vith the perrniilion of 

fhe King his mafier, enter~d into the ~ rvice of 

the 
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the Emperor, and was the following /ear killed 

in defending againfl: the Turks the furt of Serin 

on the frontiers of Croatia. 
There happened in the ricinity of the Iroquois 

country an event \'hich entirely changed the 
firuation of the inhabitants, and to which may in 

part be attributed the misfortunes and inconveni

ences which the Canadians for a long time fuffer

ed from the infolence of that nation. 

Henry Hudfon, an Englifhman, but a captain 

in the Dutch fen·ice, had difcovered, about half 

a century before, the river 11anhatte. He con

ceived he had a fole right to the difcovery he had 

made, and accordingly fold it to the Stc~.tes-Ge

neral, \vho foon after began to clear and to people 

the country. Several years had elapfed from 

that period, when Samuel Argall, having been 

appointed governor of Virsinia, claimed the coun

try difcovered by Hudfon, alleging that this 
navigator had no ri~ht to fell, nor the States 
General to purchafe it, without th e exprefs con

fent of the King of Great Britain, of whom the 

former was a fubjeB:. 

He fent therefore troops and inhabitants to 

1\'Ianhatte, and the Dutch, taken by furprize~ 

could not prevent the Englilh from poifeiling 

themfelves of New Belgium; but they fupported 

themfelves in the remaining fettlements of it, and 

continued fiill mafiers of the capital which was 

called 
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called New Amflerdam, of the city of Orange, 
and of two other forts. The Swedes were at that 
time alfo efl:ablifhed in the fouthern part nearelt 
to Virginia. It fuould feem that until the pre

fent period thefe three nations had lived on ami
cable terms. Charles the fecond fent out four 
commiilioners with troops, who made themfelves 
mafl:ers of the capital, which they called N ·w 
York, and of the Manhatte, to which was given 
the name of Hudfon)s River ; of Orange, which 
they named Albany ; of the fettlement of Ara
fapha, and of the fort of Lavarre. 

Not long after this an accommodation took 

place between the Engli!h and Dutch, many of 

whom confented to acknowledge the king of 
England for their fovereign, and on this condi. 
tion they were guaranteed in the pofieilion of 
their property. His Britannic l\Iajefly, to re
cam pence the States.General for their lofs, 

ceded to them the fettlement of Surinam in the 
vicinity of Guiana; feme of the Swedes alfo 

continued to retain their property. 
Since this period New Belgium has affumed 

the appellation of New York, and the French 

have had caufe to experience that the Iroquois, 
by a ch:mge of neighbours, \\ ere become lefs 
tratl:able, having foon had the policy to difcover, 
that the natural jealoufy of the t\vo European 
n ations, bet\Yeen whom they were now fima ted, 

would 
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would always enable them to derive from the B o o K 

one fufficient aid to guard them againfl being ~ 
oppreifed, or finally fubverted by the other. 1664. 

Leifure had not yet been afforded to the go
vernment of Canada to pay attention to what 
was palling at New York. The fupplies which 
the King had alread)r fent to New France, and 
the meafures that were taken for the Jifl:ribution 
and fupport of the reinforcement, gave fome 
reafon to hope that the colony might foon be 
able to give law to the Iroquois. 

Unhappily the unanimity which was fuppofed 
to have taken place among thofe to whom the 
chief guidance of affairs was committed, proved 
to be but of fhort duration; and at a time when 
it was leafl expeCled, the new Governor em· 
broiled himfelf in a difference with the Bifhop of 
Pdree, and with all the principal perfons con
cerned in the government. 

It has already been flated tf.at the prelate of 
Canada had gone to France, for reafons which 
ihould afterwards appear; thefe were to prefer 
to his fovereign, charges againft the conduCt of 
the Baron d' Avangour, by which the recal of 
the latter was not only occaGoned, but the King 
carried his condefcenfion toward the bifhop fo 
far as to leave to _him the choic:: of the new Go
vernor. M. de Mtfy, major of the citadel of 
Caen, being well known to M. de Petree, and a 

8 perfon 
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perfon who made great profeffion of piety, was, 

upon being propofed to the King, immediately 

invefled with the office. But fcarcely had he 

entered on the exercife of the funCl:ions of Go

vernor, when he difclofed his charaCter to be, in 

reality, of a different cafl. He either had the 

weaknefs to be diCl:ated to by a party, or had of 
himfelf affumed a degree of haughtinefs and ill 

humour towards the bilhop and all his friends. 

The change became fo rapid, and the fL::.me 

of divifion had mounted to fuch a height, that it 

became neceffary to apply an immediate remedy. 

It was not doubted by the council of the King 

that M. de Mefy was in fault, efpecially when 

they found at the head of his accufers, the prin

cipal members of the council in Canada, l\1. de 

Villeray and Bourdon, Procureurs-General, both 
of acknowledged probity and prudence, and 

whom the new Governor had obliged to embark 

for France \vithout :my fhadow of juflice. At
tention was neverthelefs paid to the reprefenta

tions he made to the minifier in his defence; 

and although they did not j uflify his meafures, 

they created fufpicions, of \Vhich fe,·eral perfons 

could with difficulty afterwards clear themfelves. 

He chiefly objecred to the great credit which 

the Jefuits had in the colony ; as the court had 

not until the:a interfered with the aff.1irs of New 

France, which it had in a great meafure rd1gned 

to 



HISTORY OF CANADA. Ill 

to the company of Canada, and as thefe mif- B o o K 

flonaries, from their funtl:ions, enjoyed a great ~~~ 
!hare in all affairs relating to the ravages, the x66+· 

complaints of the Governor were not altogether 
unfounded. It was concluded that perfons who 
had acquired fo gre::-.t an influence, would em-

brace every means of preferving it, which might 
be the caufe of frequent abufes. 

On the other hand, the council were fully per
fuaded that the colony was much indebted to 
the Jefuits, for having been the means of [up

parting it through many difficult and perilous 
fituations ; they were confidered as a fociety ex
tremely ufeful on account of the natives of the 
<:ountry, who were acquainted with them only, 
and of whofe difpofition and purpofes the go
vernment could only be informed through their 
means. M. de Mefy, in replying to the com
plaints alleged againfl: him, could not jullify 
the motives of his condutl:, and M. Colbert con
ceived it neceffary to recal him, in order, if he 

could prove that there was too great an a!fump
tion of power on the part of the ecclefiafl:ics and 
rniffionaries, proper limits might be prefcribed to 

that political evil. 
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~he Ajfociatn Jurrmder their Charter tl) the S?vereign.

Canada placed under the Direc?ion of the Company of the 
W df lndiet.-Arrival of Troops and Supplies.-Con-

Jlrufiion qf Forts on the River Sore!.-Expedition of lf1. 
de i""racy.-Regulation rejpec7ing Tzthes.-Church if 
~ubec erefled into a Bjjhopric.-Commencement rf th~ 
Mif!ion qf Lore/to.- lroqu?is Chrijlinns fettle near 
Montreal. --Charafler qf JII. de Courcelles.- Of th~ 

Count de Frontmac.-R.obert Cavelier Sieur de la Salt. 

IT has already been _fhewn to what a fl:ate of 
feeblenefs and languor the company of Ca

nada had fuffered the colony to fall. \Veary of 
fupporting the expence which it occafioned, it 
abandoned to the inhabitants the commerce for 
furs, almofi: the foie advantage which it drew 
from thence, referving only for the right of feig
nory, an annual acknowledgment of a t.~oufand 
beaver ikins. 

The number of affociates, originally one 
hundred, being reduced to forty, it remitted alL 
its right to the fovereign, who in a lictle time 

afterwards comprehended New France in the 
conceffion which he had made of the French 
colonies in favour of the company of the Veil: 

In dies, 
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lndies, with the privilege of naming the Go- B o o K 

vernors and all the other officers. This corn- ~~ 
p~ny not having fufficient knowledge of perfons 1664. 

proper for filling the firft pofls, petitioned the 
King to fupply that defect until they !hould be 
found in a condition to avail themfelves of their 
powers; to which his Majefty was pleafed to ac-
cede. 

In confequence of this arrangement, M. de 
Mefy had been nominated Governor-General, 
and M. Robert lntendant of New France. 

On the I oth of November of the foregoing 
year, the King figned a commiilion of Lieu
tenant-General, with the authority of viceroy in 
America, in favour of Alexander de Prouville, 

Marquis of Tracy, who had inftructions to em

bark for the Windward l:flands, to proceed from 
thence to Saint Domingo, and afterwards to 
New France, where he was to remain as long as 

lhould be neceifary, to regulate the affairs of that 

colony, to eftabli!h its internal policy on more 
folid foundations, and to provide for its fecurity, 
by reducing the Iroquois to reafon. 

It was about the period of M. Tracy's depar
ture that the court received the complaints of 
M. de Petree and the council of ~ebec againft 
M. de Mefy. The King was at the fame time 
fupplicated to fend to New France families to 
p~ople the colony. 

VOL. I. 1 Daniel 
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Daniel de Remi, Seignor of Courcelles, an 
officer of merit and experience, was appointed 
fucceifor to M. de Mefy, and M. Talon, intend
ant in Hainault, fucceeded M. Robert. Thefe 
gentlemen were enjoined by a particular com
miffion, conjointly with the 1\Iarquis de Tracy, 
to invefligate the conduB: of 1\'I. de 1\Iefy, and, 
if he was found guilty of the faB:s of which he 
was accufed, to arrefl, and bring him to trial. 
Orders were given to embody the inhabitants, 
and the regiment of Carignan-Salieres, lately ar
rived from Hungary, where it had diflinguiilied 
itfelf in a war againfi: the Turks, \Yas embarked, 
and deflined to make war on the Iroquois. 

M. de Tracy arrived at ~ebec in the month 
of June, with fome companies of the regiment 
of Carignan, who had accompanied him to the 
\V eft India iflands ; and he detached a party 
with tke allied favages, under the conduCt of the 

Sieur de T illy de Repentigny, a captain, to repel 
the Iroquois, \\'ho had begun their ufual incur
fions. Nothing more wa neceffary to make 
thefe barbarians retreat ; and the fruit of this 
firfi: expedition wa , that the harvefi: was ga
thered in with fecurity. The remaining part of 
the regiment arrived with 1\I. de Salieres their 
colonel, in a fquadron which conveyed 1\I. M. de 
Courcelles and Talon, a confiderable number of 
families, feveral artifans and fenants, with the 

firft 
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fir!l: horfes that had ever been imported, cattle, 
fheep, and in fine, a colony much greater than 
that which it came to reinforce. 

\Vhen thefe fupplies arrived, the viceroy, with
out delay, put himfelf at the head of the troops, 
and led them to the mouth of the river Richlieu, 
where he caufed to be erected three forts. The 

firll was conllruCl:ed on the fame fpot where that 
of Richlieu had fi:ood, and of which only the 
ruins remained. M. de Sorel, a Captain of the 
regiment of Carignan, fuperintended its !l:ruc
ture, and was left there as commandant. Since 
that period the river has taken his name, which 
was alfo given to the fort. The fecond was built 
at the foot of the rapid, at fame difl:ance up the 
river, and was called Saint Louis. But M. de 
Chambly, captain of the fame regiment, who 
had the charge of its confl:rucrion, and the com
mand, having afterwards acquired the property 
of the furrounding dillriCl:, the fi:one fort which 

has fince been built on the ruins of the former, 

is at prefent known by the name of Chambly. 
M. de Salieres took diretlion of the third, 

which he called Fort St. Therefe, becaufe it was 
finifhed on the day of the fafl: of that faint; it 
was three leagues higher than the ft cond, and 
the colonel chafe to take pofl here. Thefe 
works were finifhed with great expedition, and 

the Iroquois were for a time appalled ; but they 
· I z foon 
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foon recovered from their fears. Only one 

paffage to enter the colony was fiopped, and 

they delayed not to open to themfelves feveral 
others. If inflead of thefe three forts, there had 
been confhucred a pofl of flrength at Onnon

tague, or in the canton of Agnier, where care 

might have been taken to maintain a garrifon 

fufficiently numerous, the enemy would have 

been much embarraffed. That which now re

mains at Chambly, covers the colony on the fide 

()f New York, and on that of the lower Iroquois. 

M. Talon, who remained at ~ebec, was oc. 

cupied in colleCting information of the firength, 

nature, and refources of the country, a fiate

ment of which he prefented to the minifl:er M. 
C olbert. He acquainted him of the death of 
M. de Mefy, which took place before the news of 
his recal had arriYed in Canada ; it therefore was 
thought no longer expedient to enquire into his 
former conduCt, and it was hoped his l\tlajefiy 
would not ue difpleafed that his faults fhould 
be buried with him in the tomb. 

Towards the end of December, M. de Tracy 
having returned to ~ebec, Garahonthie, an 
Iroquois chiet~ arrived there with the deputies 

of his canton, and of thofe of Goyogouin and 

Tfonnothouan; he brought fome valuable prefents 
for the Genera], and affured him of the perfect 

fubmiffion of the three cantons. He fpoke with 

S modeily, 
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modefiy, but at the fame time with dignity, of B o o K 
Ill. 

the fervices he had rendered to the French ; he """'---' 
then lamented, after the manner of his country, 1665· 
the death of l\1. le l\1oyne the miffionary, '-rho 
had been a fhort time dead , and for whom the 
Iroqouis nation had entertained a great efleem. 

On this fubjeft he fpoke ' ith fuch eloquen'ce 
and feding as much furptifed the viceroy and all 
who were prefent. He concluded with a pro-
pofal of peace, and of a reflitution of all pri-
foners belonging to thefe cantons, who had been 
captured fince the lafl: excha:Jge. 

~1. de Tracy liflened to him with attention, 1666. 

and !hewed him public as "eH as private tefli
monies of kindnefs. He confented to all his 
demands on reafonable conditions, and having 
difi:ributed prefents to him and the other de-
puties, they took their leave. The filence of the 
Agnier and of the Onneyouthc, and moreov~r 
their pafl: conduCt, left no doubt of their un
favourable difpofition; and it was refolved they 
fhould be made acquainted that the French were 
now in a condition to take revenge for their in
folence and perfidy. Two corps of men, the one 
under the command of IVL de Courcelles, the 
other under 1\-1. de Sorel, were oroered in purfuit 
of them. 

The canton of Onneyouth, 

preparations, fent deputies to 
I() 

alarmed at thefe 

Q2ebec, to avert 
the 
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the fiorm which threatened them. Thefe de
puties had full power to aCt in the name of the 

Agniers, who it appears had fiill parties in the 
country, one of which furprifed and killed three 
officers, M. M. de Chafy, Chamat,andl\1oerin,the 

fir!l: of whom was nephew to M. de Tracy. This 

unhappy accident would not entirely have inter
rupted the negociation, had it not been for the 

brutal conduCt of an Agnier chief 

M. de Sorel being on the point of falling on a 
village of this c<!nton, met a troop of warriors 

belonging to it, who had at their head an Indian 

called the Flemiili Baflard. He made a difpo

fition to charge, when this captain feeing they 
were much inferior to the French, and finding 

no probable means of efcape, took the meafure 

of furrendering, faying wirh an air of confidence, 

he was on his way to ~ebec to treat with l\1. 
de Tracy on terms of peace. He was believed, 
conduCted to the Yiceroy, and met '\Yith a fa
vourable reception. Another chief of the Ag
niers arrived a few days after, and reported 

himfelf as deputy for his canton. No doubt 

was then entertained tha the .1-\gniers were fe
riouny difpofed for peace: but, the day on which 

M. de Tracy invited thefe two pretended de
putie~ to his table, the difcourfe happening to fall 

on the death of M. de Chafy, the chief of the 
':'"-\gni~rs, lifting up his arm, faid, " by this arm 

that 
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that young officer was killed." It may eafily be 
conceived what indignation was felt by every one 
prefent. The viceroy told this infolent favage 
that he fhould not furvive to kill another perfon, 
and he was immediately !l:rangled by the ex
ecutioner in the prefe~ce of the Flemifh B1ftard, 
who was detained a prifoner. 

On the other hand l\I. de Courcelles, who was 
unacquainted with what was palling at ~ebec, 
had entered the canton of Agnier ; but previous 
to the commencement of hofl:iliries, he judgoo it 

expedient to have an intervie\v with the com
mandant of Corton, a town in the province of 
New York, from whom he drew a promife, that 
he would give no affifl:ance to the Iroquois. 
During this journey he fuffered much, having 
performed it in the middle of winter, with fnow 
fhoes, and carrying his provifions and arms, in 
the fame manner as the foldiers, many of whom, 
lately arrived from France, were lamed by the 
feverity of the cold. A little more experience 
would have taught him, that whilfl:: he was be .. 
ftowing much trouble and time on a ufelefs pre
caution, he loft fight of the objeCt of his expedi
tion. H_aving arrived at the canton of the Ag
nicrs, he there found the villages entirely deferted: 
the women, the children, and the old men were 
placed in fecurity in the woods ; and all the 
warriors had marched againfl: other nat1ons1 

1 4 awaiting 
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awaiting the iirue of the negociations begun by 
the Onneyouths. 

M. Courcelles, on ·his return, found the prepa .. 
rations for an expedition againfl the Onneyouths 

and the Agniers far advanced. Six hundred 

foldiers of Carignan, a like number of Canadi
ans, and about a hundred favages of different 

nations compofed the army of lVI. de Tracy, who, 

notwithfia112ing his advanced age, being upwards 

of fevenry years, would command in perfon. 

Two £.eld-pieces '''ere the amount of hig artille

ry ; but thefe were infufficient to force all the 

entrenchments of the enemy. At the moment 

of his making the difpofitions for marching, new 

deputies from the two cantons arrived at ~ebec: 

he detained them prifoners, and began his march 

on the L+th of September. 

Provifioas fz.iling on its way, the army was 
ready to ddband in fearch of fubfifience, \Yhen it 
entered into a \1·ood abounding in chefnut-trees, 

which fupplied the men with food t:ntil t eir ar

rival at the firfl: village of the Ircquois. 

The viceroy entertained the hope of furprifing 

thofe favages; but the Algonquins, \·rho had 
taken the van without order, hz.d given them the 

~larm, fo that there rem "ned in the villaa-es but 
i::) 

a fmall number of old men and women, who 
v;ere unable to follow the Dther~ in their retreat~ 

The army entered the firil village in order of 

battle; 
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battle ; they found there a confiderable quantity 

of provifions, a:1d made prifoners of all the 

favag-es. It appears that this canton was then 

richer th n it has fince been ; the cabins were 
lined with boards, and ornamented; the dimen

fions of fome were a hunJ red and nvenry feet in 
length, and of a proportionable breadth. 

The foldiers in the courfe of their fearch found 

magaziw·s ho!lowed in tr.e earth, according to 

the cui' om of favages ; thefe were fo filled with 

corn, that trere appeared a quantity of grain 

fuffici .:nr to fuppon, for two years, the whole 

colony of the F1 ench. The firfl: villages were 
reduced to afhes ; the two laft were at fome dif

tance, but an A1gonquin who had been a long 

time a flave in this canton, ferved the army as a 

guide. The nearei1 was without inhabitants ; 

and it was only in the lafl: that the enemy was 

found. They had fuppofed, that the French 

would not venture to attack them there, but 

'''hen they beheld their approach, they were dif

mayed. 
They had not refolution to wait for the attack, 

and flew to hide themfelves in places where it was 

not poilible to purfue them. The cabins were 

fet on fire, and not one remained in the canton. 

Perfuaded that by means of the forts on the 

river Sorel he had put the colony fufficiently 

under cover from the incurfions of the Iroquois, 
M. de 
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M. de Tracy conceived it the befl: meafure to 

firengthen and augment the fettlements on the 
river St. Laurence, which was all he could Jo 
with the troops now at his difpofal ; a meafure 

which had already been recommended by the 

mini!l:er. 

The inhabitants had built their houfes in fome 
places as they chofe, without having had the pre. 

caution to fettle near each other, that they might, 
when neceffary, be fupported by their mutual aid. 

Thefe habitations, therefore, being fcattered in 
various fituations, were expofed to the attacks 

and devafl:ations of the hofl:ile favages. Orders 
had two years before been given by the King, 

that no more land £hould be cleared, but in fpots 

contiguous to each other, that the houfes might 

be contraCted as much as poffible into d:e form 

of villages. But for this effeCt, the inhabitants 

'\Yho h:1d already cleared their land mufl: have 

recommenced their labours, and ha\'e abandoned 

the fpots they had already cultivated. 

The plan ·-vhich was there laid down was more 
than once renovated, with endeaYours to enforce 

its execution; but interefl:, often more powerful 

th::m fear, has induced individuals to place them
felves in the moll: expofed fituations, where the 

conveni nee of commerce hid danger from their 

''iew, and experience of the hazards and fuffer-
ings 
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ings which frequently befd them did not contri

bute to remedy their error. 

The viceroy on his return to ~ebec, ordered 

for execution fome of his prifoners, and fent the 

remainder to their country, after having £hewn 

them kindnefs. 

\Vhen the navigation of the Great River became 

free from ice, M. de Tracy returned to France, 

and the lafl aet of authority which he executed in 

America, was to efl:ablifh the company of the 

\Vefl: Indies in all the rights which the hundred 

affociates had enjoyed. 

Complaints on the part of the inhabitants 

having been made, with refpefr to the exorbitant 

proportion of tithes, a decree was this year pro

wulgal"ed by the fuperior council of New France, 

which imported, th at without prejudice to the let

ters patent granted already by the King, the tithes 

fhould be levied at a twenty-fixth part only ; but 

that they fhould be paid in grain, and not in the 

:fheaf, and that the· lands newly cleared fhould 

pay nothing for the firfl: five years. 

M. Talon left no means untried to increafe 

the commerce of New F rance, and for this end 

it became neceff:uy to procure returns propor

tionate to the advances which had been made, 

and to the opinion refpeCling the natural re

fources of the country, with which he had in

fpired the court. He had greatly in view the 

advan tages 
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B o o K advantages to be reaped from mines of iron, and 
lll. 

~...,..--,__. on his return from France he difembarked at 
t6S7. 

t668. 

Gafpe, where he believed, according to the tefl:i
mony of fome travellers, that even filver ore 

might be found; but he was very foon unde
ceived. He fent to St. Paul's Bay a miner, who 
difcovered ore which appeared to be very pro
ductive, and he had a profpect of finding copper. 
He remarked, that wherever he mined he found 
evident effects of the ea-rthquake which happened 
four years before. 

New France now enjoyed profound peace, of 
which it had for the firft time tafl:ed fince its 
original fettlement. They who governed it, and 
to whom it was for this in a great degree in· 
debted, negleCted no means of profi(ing by the 
adv:mtage, and of giYing to the colony fo folid a 
found "tion as might render it worthy of the pa
tnnal attention which the King had been pleafed 
to manifefl towards it. The greater part of the 
regiment of Carignan remained there, and after 
1 he concluflon of the war with the Iroquo:.;:, al

moft the whole of the foldiers incorporated them

fdYeS as inhabitants, having recei red their dif
charg-es on that condition. Six companies of the 
f.m-:.e regiment who had accompanied 1. I. Tr<:cy 
nn his return to France, \\'"re fent out t\ ·o years 

~lfterw:nds, as well to reinforce the mofl impor
t:1.nt poP;s as to augment the number of colon!fls. 

l\Iany 
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1\Iany of their officers had obtained lands with 
the rights of feignors, almofl: all fettled in the 
country, and married there, where their pofl:erity 
fl:ill exifl:s. The greatefl: number were gentle
men, fo that New France has more ancient no
ble!fe than any other of the colonies. \\rherever 
the land was cleared, it was foun·d to be rich, 
aad as the new inhabitants piqued themfelves on 
their endeavours to equal the virtue, indufl:ry, 
and love of labour of the old ; all were foon in a 
condition to fubfifl themfelves, and in viewing the . 
increafe of population, its rulers and fpiritual 
guides had the happinefs of experiencing, that 
no relaxation took place in the morals and reli
gion of the people. 

M. Talon was this year relieved by M. de 
Bouteroue, to whom it was particularly recom
mended wifely to mitigate the too great feverity 
of the confeifors and of the bilhops, and to main
tain a good underflanding among all the ecclefi 
a!l:ics of the country. This la!l: article of his in
firucrions was not groundej on any complaint; 
the union between all the bodies of which the 
clergy fecular as well as regular were compofed, 
was complete; and nothing tended more than 
this concord to the morality anrl in!l:ruetion of 
the people. 

The intendant on his arrival in France made a 
complaint to the court of the conduct of M. 

Courcelles 

~ 
1~6~. 



126 HIS TOR V OF CANADA. 

B o o K Courcelles with refpeB: to him. This general, 
111

• f h ft ~ amid attainments fitted to form one o t e mo 
!668. accomplilhed men that had ever governed the 

colony, had fome defeCts, among which was that 
of a want of aCtivity ; and he would not fuffer 
any perfon to fupply the inconvenience which 
was occafioned by his indolence, even when the 
public intereft required it. 

M. Talon, therefore, in the difcharge of his 
official funCtions, refrained from communicating 
to the governor many parts of bufinefs which 
ought to have been made known to him, becaufe 
he dreaded a delay, which would be prejudicial 
to the King's fervice, or to the welfare of the 
colony. It likewife appeared that 1\J. de Courcelles 
was not ufually eafy ot accefs, and that he ap
proved not of the indulgence which had always 
been lhewn to ~·ards the clergy, againfl: whom he 
was fomewhat prejudiced. 

In the courfe of this year the bufinefs of erect· 
ing the church of Q_:ebec into a bilhopric was 
finally decided. This event had fuffered a long 
delay, on account of the oppofition which was 
made to its immediate depend<-"nce on the holy 
fee, refpeB:ing which the Pope would by no 
means relax. The patronag"' of the bifhopric of 
~ebec, which therefore was vefl:ed in his Holi
nefs, prevented it not from being in fome mea· 
fure united to the clergy of France. In order to 

endow 
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endow the new billiopric and the chapter of the n o o K 
• 111. 

cathedral, the King umted the two abbacies of ~ 
l\Iaubec, and M. de St. Valier, who fucceeded M. r67G· 

de Laval, afterwards obtained the reverfion of 

the· abbacy of Benevent, partly for the bifhopric, 

and partly for the chapter. 

Some change in the government of Montreal 

at this time took place. M. de Maifonneuve 

having willied to retire, M. de Bretonvilliers, fu

perior General of the feminary of St. Sulpice, 

named M. Perrot as his fucceifor. This new 

Governor, thinking that the commiilion of an 

individual and a fubject could not inve!l: him 

with fufficient confequence and authority, and 

fearing le!l: the fervices which he might render 

this po!l: would not be fufliciently efl:imated, ap

plied for, and obtained a commiffion from the 

King, where it was exprefsly fpecified, that it 

had been given on the nomination of 1\'I. de 

Bretonvilliers. 

Although M. de Courcelles wanted aB:ivity; 

and appeared indolent with refpect to affairs 

·which concerned the internal regulation of the 

colony, he was neither defiitute of. energy nor 

exertion in whatever had a relation to war, or to 

the favages. Having learnt that the Iroquois 

had fent prefents to the Outaouais, to engage 

that people to bring furs to their villages, on 

purpofe 
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purpofe to exchange them with articl~s furnHhed 
by the Englifh at New York; he conceived that 
if fuch a project fhould fucceed, the commerce 
of New France would be ruined. His views ex. 
tended yet further, and he doubted not that if 
the cantons could once detach the northern na
tions from the French alliance, they would again 
commence hcft:ilities, which the fear of the 
French arms, joined to thofe of the allies, had 
for a confiderable time repreifed. 

To avert the confequences of fuch an evil, he 
refolved to fhew himfelf to the Iroquois, and hii 
journey procured the fuccefs which he expected. 
He even thought it expedient to ta~e his rout by 
the St. Laurence, whofe courfe is much embar
raffed with torrents and foaming rapids from the 
ifland of 1\Iontreal to the difi:ance of near a 
hundred and thirty miles, in afcending towards 
lake Ontario, becaufe he wiihed to convince the 

barbarians that he could reach their country, 
-after performing the whole of the j~urney in 

b-atteaux, which is not fo practicable by the rout 
of the river Sorel. This ~xpedition much im· 
paired his health, and he found it neceifary to 
requeft: his recal. · 

Three French foldiers, having met an Iroquois 
captain, who had with him a quantity of furs, 
they gave him a fufficient quantity of fpirits to 
produce intoxicatioo, after which they aifaffi· 

nated 
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nated him. Notwithftanding the precautions 
they had taken to conceal their crime, they were 
difcovered and put in prifon. Before thefe were 
brought to trial, three other Frenchmen fell in 
with fix Mahingans, who were conducting a 
quantity of fkins equal in value to a thoufand 
crowns; they alfo deprived them of th~ir fa
culties by liquor, and after having maifacred 
them had the effrontry to offer for fale their 
merchandife, which they endeavoured to pafs for 
the produce of their own labours in the chace. 
They had not the precaution even to bury the 
bodies of the unhappy favages, which were foon 
after found and recognized by perfons of their 
own nation. 

The lroquois, with whom thefe were con
cluding a treaty of peace, were fufpected of the 
murder, and they were preparing to demand re
paration, when it was reported that the deed had 
been committed by Frenchmen. One of the 
three affaffins difagreeing with his two affociates, 
confided the fecret to a friend, who thought it 
his duty to make it known. The truth after
wardg reached the ears of the favages, and the 
two nations who were upon the eve of entering 
into a war againfl each other, united to turn 
their arms againfl: the French. The Mahingans 
were the firfl: to take the field, and attacked a 
French houfe in open day. The mafler was ab-
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fent, and it \\as ddended by the fe.,.. ants ; two 
favages were killed, u .. two others having fet 
fire to the houfe, it W&s fJund impraCticable to 
extinguilh the flames, or to fave their mifirefs 

who was burnt. 
The Iroquois were likewife not long in being 

informed of the circumfiances of the affaffina
tion committed on the perfon of their chief, and 
they were alfo affured that two of the murderers 
had been accufed by the third, of having enter
tained a plan of poifoning all whom they could 
meet belonging to their nation. l\luch lefs than 
this caufe was wanted to revive their hatred, 
which they refolved to carry to great extremities. 
It became neceffary on the part of the French to 
adopt immediate meafures, in order to avoid 
being involved in a war, from which unhappy 
confequences might enfue, and M. de Courcelles, 
who quickly difcerned the importance of this 
affair, loft not a moment in going to Montreal, 
where he learnt that ravages of feveral nations 
t:onneeted \Vith the Iroquois and l\1ahingans were 
arnnng. 

He aHembled them, fo foon as he had difem· 
barked, and gave them, by means of an interpre
ter, fuch fl:rong reafons for their intereft in re· 
maining on good terms with the French, that 

many were convinced of this truth. He then 
caufcd to be brought forth the three foldiers who 

had 
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had affaffinated the Iroquois chief, and made B o o K 
ill, 

them to be executed in their p efence. So ~ 
prompt an admlnillration of jufl:,.e diE-,rmed the I

67°' 

Iroquois; who could not refrain ftom tefiifying 
marks of pity for their lamentable fate. The 
Governor-General added, that he would ufe 
every endeavour to bring to punifhment the af-

, - faffins of the l\1ahingans, and that they fhould 
be dealt with in the fame manner as thofe un
happy perfons whofe end they had now witne!fed. 
He indemnified the two nations for the merchan
dife of whkh they had been robbed, and the 
aifembly broke up with mutual fatisfatlion. 

This affair being thus happiiy terminated, there 
remained another of no lefs importance and deli
cacy. The Outaouais and the lroquois had 
begun their incurfions on each other, and it was 
to be apprehended that thefe fparks might pro
duce a general flame. M. de Courcelles, who 
had always acted with energy and deciflon to~ 
wards the favages; and who thereby accufl:omed 
them to refpect him, declared to the two parties, 
that he would not fuffer them to difl:urb the red 
pofe of the nations, and that with the fame feve
rity which he had exercifed towards the F rench
men in their prefence, he would punilh thofe who 
refufed to accommodate rhemfelves to reafonable 
conditions. He therefore deflred that each 
ihould fend to him their deputies, that he 

K 2 might 
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B 0 o K might weigh their grievances, and do jufl:ice to 
HI. 

'--'v--..J both. 
167°· He was obeyP-d : the chiefs of the nations re-

forted to ~ebec. T hey who thought themfelves 

aggrieved difclofed their corr plaints, and by the 
prudence of Garakont~ie, an Iroquois chief, who 

had come on the part of his canton, and the iirm
nefs of the governor, peace was concluded to 

the fatisfaCtion of every one. 
Whilfi: peace wa thus efl:ablifhed in the colony, 

and mea[ ures were taken to preferve a good un

dedl:anding between the French and favages) the 

north of Canada was ravaged by a contagious 

difl:emper, which completed, almoft entirely, the 

depopulation of thofe extenfive territories. The 

Artikamegues, among others, have fince difap
peared; and if there are any remains of them, 

they mufl: be mixed with di.fl:ant nations. 

It was then that Tadoulfac, where heretofore 

were to be feen at the periods fixed for traffick 

upwards of twelve hundred Indians, began to be 
almoil: abandoned ; and Three Rivers became 

reduced to a fimilar fituation. The Algonquins 

who frequented the latter place, retired to Cape 

Madelene, which is confiderably lower down, on 

the borders of the St. Laurence. The French 
however maintained themfelves at Three Rivers, 

~ut Tadouifac was long deferted, 

The 
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The caufe of this mortality was the fmall pox, B o o K 

which fome years afterwards entirely fwept off ~~ 
the inhabitants of the fettlement at Sillery. Fif- 167o. 

teen hundred favages were attacked by it, and 
not one of them furvived. 

The Hurons, although always mixed with the 
French, who bad communicated to the favage~ 
this malady, loft fewer of their numbers than 
the others ; and it was about this period that Fa
ther Chaurnonot, having aifembled them about 
three leagues from QEebec, towards the north
weft, gave a beginning to the million of Lorette, 
which is now a confiderable village. 

The inclination which favages entertain for 167 r • 

warfare is fuch, that the mofi: trifling caufe of 
difcontent arms them againft each other ; nor ar~ 
they rell:rained even by a fuperior force, but 
through the fear of immediate punilhrnent, or 
the profpect of advantage. Supplies from 
France, which had been promifed, did not ar-:-
rjve, and the ·Governor fupported his credit 
among the natives only by the afcendence which 
he well knew how to affu~e ~v~r them fince 
the expedition of M. de Tracy againfi the Ag-
niers. He could not, however, prevent the 
Tfonnonthonans, the mofi: dill:ant from the 
French habitations of all the Iroquois, from de
livering themfelves up to the powerful in1pulfe 
which led them to make war. 

At 
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B A Q K At a period when leaft expe8:ed, they at~ 

~r:__ tacked the Pouteouatamis ; M~. de Courcelles wa$ 

J67 r. foon informed of it, q.nd gave them to under! 

fiand that he was much dilfatisfied ; that, ro~ 

trary to his infl:ruB:ions1 and to the !Qtemn pro . 

mife which they had giveR him, they fhoutd pre~ 

fume to attack a people who we1'e a~ peace, and 

who relied on th~ obfervance of treade!) ; that he 

woul~ not fuffer them to d·i~urb the tranquillity 

which had been effecred by his €ndeayou.rs , that 

they lhould furrender into his hands the pri

foners which they had made an ong th~ allies, 

and if they re+ufed to fend them fafe and un.. 

touched, he woqld himfelf go and fnatch them 

from their gripe, ·md would treat their ~t~ 

as he had done that of Agnier. 

A meifage fo haughty rended to irritate the 

~,_,,~, · Tfonnonthouans; th ... y afked ifall th~ people of 

this grPat conrinent, fince miffionarie~ were 

efiablifhed among them, fhould become fubjefl~ 

of the French, and if they fhould be no longc;r 

permitted to avenge infults which they had re

~d\red? That the Jroquois cantons had made 

pe.1ce with Ononthio, but on that account they 

did not concei\·e they fhould become his vaffals; 

that they would rather perilh than fuffer the 

fmallefi ~ncroachment on their liberty a 1d· ;nde

pendence; and, it might be recolleCl:ed, that they 

bad more tqau once convinced the French, that 
they 
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they were not allies who would be treated with 
haughtinefs, nor enemies who ought to be 
defpifed. 

On refleaing, however, more maturely on the 
confequences of a rupture, for which they were 
not fufficiently prepared, the Tfonnonthouans 
held a council to decide on the part which they 
lhould aa, and it was agreed that they fhould 
fend to the Governor eight prifoners out of 
thirty-five, whom they had made -among the 
Pouteouatamis. The General believed, or pre
tended to believe, that they had acquired no 
more, and be conceived it not prudent to pufh 
to extremities a nation with whom it was better 
to remain at peace. 

Many of the Iroquois who had been converted 
to the Chriflian faith, left their country qnd 

' 
joined the Hurons; their numbers became at 
length fo confiderable, that a plan was formed of 
feparating them from the Huron Chriflians, and 
affigning them a fettlement of their own, on a 
fpot about four miles above the Rapids of St. 
Louis, and oppofite to the fouth-wefi: end of the 
iiland of Montreal. 

The Algonquins alfo, who were fenfible that 

they owed to the French their prefent enjoyment 
of tranquillity, entered into a clofe alliance with 
them, and M. Talon thought, that advantage of 
~~is f~vourable difpofition ought to be ~mbraced, 

K 4 1n 
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in order to efl:ablifh the rights of the crown in the 

mofl remote quarters of Canada; and that a per

fen who had before vifited the difl:ant nations 

fhould be difpatched towards the north and the 

well:, to perfuade them to fend depu ies to a con

venient place, where they might treat upon this 

fubjeB:. 
N icholas Perrot, a traveller, was the perfon 

chofen for this fervice; his apprehenfion was 

lively, and he had received fome tbare of educa

tion. Nectffity had obliged him to enter into 

the fervice of the Jefuits, by whom he had been 

employed in an intercourfe with the greater part 

of the nations of Canada, and had learnt the 

languages of almoft the whole. He was much 

e£l:eemed by the favages, with whom he bad 

praCl:ifed every mode of conciliation and addrefs, 

and had thereby acquired a thong influence over 

them. Perrot vifited the nations in the vicinity 

of all the lakes, who fent deputies to the Falls 
of Saint Mary, where Lake Superior difcharges 

itfelf into Lake Huron. The Sieur de Saint 

Luifon, fub -delegate of the Intendant of New 
France, arrived at that place in l\Iay, charged 

with a fpecial commiffion to take poffeffion of all 

the countrits occupied by thefepeople,and to place 

them under the proteCl:ion of the King. After 

h avin rr delivered a difcourfe to the deputies to 

induce them to aifent to his views, he gained 

~heir 
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their compliance. A crofs was then eretl-ed, on 
which were placed the arms of France, and after 
fome religious ceremonies, feafling, and dancing, 
the affembly difperfed, and each returned to his 
country. 

The Hurons Tfonnontatez, weary of leading an 
erratic life, which was never agreeable to the 
genius of this nation, efl:ablilhed themfelves at 
Machilimakinac; they did not occupy any ~ art 
of the ifland, but took poffeffion of a poim of 
land which advances towards the fouth, having 

oppofite to it another point turned towards the 
north. Thefe two points form the fl:rait by 
which Lake Huron communicates with Lake Mi
chigan. The Hurons were conduCted thither by 
Father Marquette, who in his Me'Tioirs confdfes 
that there were in the vicinity many fituations 
more eligible for a fettlement, but affigns no 
reafon for his choice of a fpot which was much 
expofed to excefiive colds, proceeding from the 
three immenfe lakes· near which it fiands being 
often agitated by piercing and tempefiuous 
winds. 

Towards the end of this year the Iroquois 
terminated fuccefsfully a war which they had 
made for feveral years againfl the Andafl:ez, and · 
the Chaouanons, their ntighbours. Succefs and 
misfortune had been for a long time equally di-

• vided, but at length thefe two people were almo!l: 
completely 
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completely exterminated, and the viaors, ef

pecially the '1'fonnonthouans, incorporated in 
their cantons a great number of captives which 

they had made from both nations. Such has al

ways been their policy, to repair at the expence 

of the enemy, the breaches which war has made 

in their popu~ation. 

1\1. de Courcelles become more than ever 

convinced of the neceffity of oppofing a barrier 

to a refl:lefs people who had now no longer any 

occupation abroad, and whofe power and repu. 

t~tion in arms, every day increafed. He caufed 

the chiefs of the cantons to be informed, that he 

had an affair of importance to communicate to 

them, and that he iliould forthwith afcend to 

Cararocony, and !hould expea to meet them 

there. They affembled in great numbers, and 
the General, after having bel1owed on them 

every mark of kindnefs, and fome \'alqable pre. 

fents, declared to them that he had a defign of 
buildiag in this place a fort, to which they might 

conveniently refort to trade with the French. 

They did not then perceive, that under a pre~ 
ten .c~ of confulting their convenience, the Go

vernor had in Yiew no other end than to keep 

them in reflraim, and to infure a depot for his 

ammunition anl provir on~, in cafe he fuould be 

driven to rcfum .... hofli !itie~. They then replied 

t! at tl ey thm1rrh the projeft w ll ~capte9 fo; 

~ ' . 
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tbe purpofe he had affigned to them ; and im .. B o o ~ 
mediate mea(ures :\'ere taken for its e'ecution, ~ 
put time did not allow its being finifh ed by M. J6H• 

de Courcelles. It has already been fi:ated, that 
be had applied for his recall, and on his return to 
Q__uebec, he found the Count de Frontenac ar-
riv-ed to relie~e him. He experitnced no diffi-
culty in perfuading his fucce!for of the utility of 
the objeCt: he had then in view. and in the following 

fpring the new Gent;ral went to Cat~rocony, and 
conflrutted the fort, which, as well as the lake 
neat' whofe entrance it is fituated, for a long 
time bore his name. 

The departure of 11: . de Courcelles was a 
' lofs to the colony. If he po!fdfed not all the 
brilliant qualities of his fucceffor, he was like
wife exempted from his defetl:s, and was lefs 
under the influence of pafiion. His endeavours 
towards promoting the profperity of the pro
vince were well direCl:ed and fincere. The pre
judice \vhich he bore to the miffionaries and ec
clefiaflics, prevented him not from imparting to 
theq1 on occafions whe~ he found it neceifary 

or u~eful? a portion of his confidence, and from 
autho:ifing them in all the fu nCtions of their 
minifi:ry. The judgment, firmnefs, and expe
rience, with whi~h pe governed, rendered him 
b~loved by the French, and refpeCted by the 
~atives . The tranquillity of Canada would 

- · probably 
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probably not have been troubled had they who 
fucceeded him entered into his views, and fol • 
lowed the traces which he had marked out. 

Loui~ de Buade, Count de Frontenac, was a 
lieutenant-~eneral in the King's army, and grand. 
fon to a knight of the orders, who during the 
war of the League was diflingui!hed for his at. 
tachment to his lawful fovereign, and had me. 
tited the confidence of the Great Henry. The 
count poffeffed ideas frill more elevated than his 
birth. Of a fpirit at once lively, penetrating, 
folid, fruitful, cultivated; he was neverthelefs 
fuffeptible of the mofl unjufl prejudices, and ca
pable of carrying them beyond the boundaries of 
reafon. He wifhed to rule alone~ and ufed 
every means of removing to a difiance thofe who 
attempted to oppofe him. Equal in \'alour and 
capacity, no perfon knew better how to aifum~ 
over the people whom he governed, or with 
whom he was to treat, that afcendant which was 
neceffary to retain them in duty and refpecr. 
He procured when he would, the friendfhip 
both of the French and the allies, and no officer 

ever treated his enemies with greater difdain~ 

His plans for the aggrandifement of the colony 
were exrenfive and juft, and he negleCted no 
means to {hew the government of France the 

adYantages which might be reaped therefrom; 
but his prejudice>- fon:et imes impeded the execu-

tion 
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tion of projeCts which depended on himfelf. It B o o K 

was difficult to reconcile the regularity of his ~ 
conduCt, and the piety of which he made pro- 1672. 

feffion, with that acrimony and afperity which he 

difplayed towards thofe at whom he took um-

bragfl, or whom he difliked ; at}d he gave grounds 

for concluding, on one of the mofl: important 

occafions of his life, that ambition and the de-

fire of preferving his authority had more influ-

ence over him than his zeal for the public 

welfare. 

M. Talon wifhing to return to Europe, em

ployed himfelf, during the time he remained, in 

a manner which caufed his retreat from office to 

be regretted as a lofs to the colony. After hav
ing efl:abli!hed the authority of the King to the 

mofl: difl:ant parts that had hitherto been known, 

he projeCted new difcoveries. It became gene

rally believed from the reports of the favages, 

that there flowed to the wefiward of New France 

a great river, by fame called l\Iechafi pi, and by 
others lVIiilifippi, whofe courfe was direCted nei

ther to the north nor to the eaft. No doubtful 

expeB:arion was therefore entertained that, by 

means of the river, a communication might be 

opened, either with the Guiph of Mexico, if it 

flowed to the fouthward, or with the Pacific 

Ocean, if it difcharged itfelf to the weft. Great 

advantages 
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advantages were anticipated from either of thofe 
channels of navigation. 

The Intendant was unwiiiing to take his de. 
parture from America until he £hould afcertain 

this important point. He entrufi:ed the execu. 
tion of this difcovery to Father Marquette, who 
had already traverfed a great portion of the coun. 

try of Canada, and who was mu~h refpeB:ed by 
the favages. vVith him he alfociated in this ell• 

terprize a merchant of ~ebec named Joliet, a 

man of experience and talents. They began 
their rout together from the Great Bay on Lake 
:Michigan, embarked on the river des Renardr, 
which thtre difchatges itfelf, and afcended to 

near its fource, notwithflanding the rapids which 
render its navigation perilous and difficult. They 
then quitted it, and after travelling for fome 
diflance by land, re-embarked in the Ouifco~fing, 
fieered towar.ds the wefl, and at length reached 
the Miffifippi, about the forty-fecond and a half 
degree of north latitude. 

On the 17th of June they entered that cele· 
brated river, of which, the magnitude as well as 
depth, appeared to them fully to correfpond with 
the idea which the favages had given. They al· 
lowed themfelves to be conducted by its current, 
which in that part is not very rapid, and they 
had not proceeded far when they met with fome 

people 
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people belonging to the nation of the Ilinoi's. 
They difcovered three villages of this people 
about nine miles below the place where the 

l\Iifouri joins its waters to the Miffifippi. Thefe 
nath·es were much gratified at the fight of 

Frenchmen, having for a long time \:so•ilhed to 
form an aliance with their country, becaufe the 
Iroquois were beginning to make incurfions into 

their territory, and they dreaded the effects of a 
war, which they were unable fingly to fufl:ain. 

They therefore gave to the travellers the mofl: 

cordial reception, and prevailed upon them to 
promife the exertion of their good offices with 
the GoYemor. General. 

After having remained a fhort time among the 
Ilinois, they purfued their journey, and defcended 
the ri\·er to AKanfas, about the thirty .. third de
gree of- latitude. Percci ving that their fl:ock of 
provifion:; \'·as faf1: declinit g, reflecting alfo that 
with three or four men it \Vould not be prudent 
to penetra te too far into a country of whofe in

habitants they had no kno\ ledge, and fince they 

could no longer e:1tertain a doubt that the Miffi

fippi difcharged itfelf into the rviexican Gulf, 

they directed their rout towards Canada, and 

afcended the great river, as far as that of the 
Ilinois, which they entered. Having arrived at 
Chicagou on Lake Michigan, they feparated. 
Father l\tiarquette remained amongfl: the l\1iamis, 

6 and 
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B o o K and Jo1iet went to ~ebec, to give a defcrip.

~ tion of his voyage to M. Talon, whom he had 

!11 1673. not the good fortune to meet, as he had return-

ed to France. 
The violent conduB: of M. de Frontenac em

broiled him in diffenfions with the ecclellaftics 

and miffionaries, and foon after with M. du 
Chefneau, who had relieved M. Talon. The 

Abbe de Salinac Fenelon, who belonged to the 

feminary of St. Sulpice, was imprifoned, under 

pretence that he had preached againft the Count, 

and had procured from the inhabitants of Mon. 

treal atteflations in favour of M. Perrot their 

governor, whom the General had put under 

arrefl. 
A complaint was made againft the Governor

General for having compofed the fuperior coun

cil of people who were at his devotion, and by 
that means fupporting his tyrannical purpofes, 

had rendered himfelf fole arbiter of juftice. 

In order to put fome rellraint upon the lro

quois, it was conceived expedient, by thofe who 

had lately held the government of the colony, 

to engage favages by every means to join the 

new efl:abli!hment near lVIontreal, on the Praire 
de la Magde!eine. Father Fremin was entrufted 

with this charge, and acquitted himfelf of it with 

fuccefs. Bur it was foon difcovered that the land 

there was not adapted to the grain which the 
fayages 
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favages were accuflomed to fow, and famine be- B o o K 

ginning to appear, the infant fettlement was ~ 
threatened with a general defertion. 1 672 · 

To prevent this evil, the miilionaries requefl:ed 
of the Governor and Intendant another fpot 
oppofite the rapids of S . Louis. The Count 
Fromenac returned no anfwer to their petition; 
but l\I. du Chefneau, who conceived the retreat 
of the favages in~vitable if they were refufed 
their demand, granted them the land, and put 
them in poffeilion. It was forefeen that the 
General would not approve of this meafure, but 
it was not imagined that he would carry his dif
like to fuch length~ as he did; in this affair he 
fo far forgot hirnfelf, as to appear inexcufable to 
his befi friends. 

The Iroquois Chrifl:ians remained however, at 
the rapids of St. Louis, and the court, who 
judged this fettlement neceifary, maintained 
them there, although contrary to the inclination 
of M. de Frontenac. What had principally in
duced thefe profelytes to forfake their country, 
and to fearch an afylum in the French colonies, 
was, that the Dutch having taken Montratte, 
and reconquered all New York, had threatened 
to drive the miffionaries, if they did not of them .. 
felves retire, from the catlton of Agnier. The 

reafons affigned for this meafure were, that they 
VOI~. I, L were 
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were afraid left the Iroquois fhould unite them

felves to the French by the bond of religion. 

M. du Chefneau fuffered lefs from the haugh
tinefs .of the General than the ecclefiafiics and 
miffionaries, and their difagreement took place 

on the fubjetl: of the fuperior council, of which 
that officer wilhed to a!fume the whole authority, 

and even appropriated to himfelf the funcrions 
and the title of prefident. The King, in order 

to put a flop to thefe differences, which tended 

to kindle the flames of diforder in all parts of 

the colony, becaufe thefe two chiefs had each 
his partifans, made an ordinance on the fifth of 

June, regulating all matters of diffenfion in fuch 
a manner as g<rve ground to hope that every vain 
pretenfion on either fide might ceafe. It was 
there decided by his Majefl:y, that the Governor

General fhould have the fidl: place in the council, 

the Bifhop the fecond, and the Intendant the 
third, but that the latter lhould demand the 

opinions, colleCt the votes, and pronounce the 
decrees. 

The Count de Frontenac was, however, fiill 
diffatisfied, and under various pretences, treated all 
thofe extremely ill who, in this point, or in any 
other, oppofed his inclinations. He even em· 
braced the fl:rong meafure of exiling, by his own 
authority, the Procureur-General, and all the 

counfellors; he came to an open rupture with the 

Intendant, 
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Intendant, and proceeded to declare, that he B o o K 

wa~ forry he had not put him in prifon imme-~ 
diately after the departure of the veffels, by 1675 · 
which means he would have held him in confine-
ment two whole years, becaufe the lapfe of that 
time was neceffary before an order from the 
courr for his releafe could arrive. 

A conduct fo unjufiifiable could not long be 
concealed from the Sovereign ; but it appears that 
his i\1ajefty was not made acquainted with fome 
of the extravagances of this G eneral, who had 
at court powerful relations and proteCtors. Two 
letters were on this occafion written by the 
King's order, the one addreffed to the Count de 
Frontenac, the other to M. du Chefneau. In 
that to the latter he remarked, that he might 
have avoided all the violence of which he com
plained, had he followed the orders given, and 
fatisfied himfelf by explaining his reafons to the 
Governor, and laying thtm before the whole 
council. In the letter to the Count de Fron
tenac, his Majefiy, after reproaching him, that 
by his pretenfions, he difturbed the repofe of 
New France, added, that in the minutes of the 
council, by wifhing to qualify himfelf as chief 
and prefident, he had acted in expre1s contra
diCtion to the ediCt concerning this eflablilh
ment. That he fhould therefore abar.don this 
pretenfion, and content hirnfelf with the office 

L z and 
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i o o K and title of Governor and Lieutenant-General, 
~ Neither did he defire that the title of Prefident of 

•675· the Council fhould be given to the Intendant, but 
that he fhould poff"efs all the functions of that 
office. -He prohibited the Governor from kee~ 
ing the minutes of council in his houfe, from col
lefling the voices, and from pronouncing the 
decrees~ All thefe function belonged to the 

fituation of Prefident, which was attached to 
that of lntendant. In that Ierter alfo, the King 
renewed his commands on the fubjeet of th€ 
vagabonds, who were ufually named Coureurs de 
Bois, and declared to the General, that on this 
head he would receive no excufe, perfuaded that 
to him alone it belonged to fiop the progrefs af 
fuch a diforder, which ruined and depopulated 
the country, and annihilated the commerce. 

Another fubjecr yet more important was the 
caufe of difagreeme~t between the Governor-Ge
neral and the bifhop. The irregu!arities and 
fatal confequences produced among the Chriflian 
favages by the commerce of fpirits, has already 
been mentioned. It had for feveral years been 
renewed, and produced th~ fame ~ffecrs, which 
had already occafioned much regret to all thofe 
who concerned themfelves in the welfare of thefe 
people. 
·. The bilhop, the clergy, and the miffionaries, 
mad~ lou~ complaints againft the uf~ of ~I) a~-

" ~i~l¥ 



HiSTORY OF CANADA. 

tide in traffic, whofe tendency became fo de· 
firuClive. But means had been taken to per
fuade the council of the King, that the diflribu
tion of fpirits among the natives, was the moft 
powerful mode of attaching them to the interefi:s 
of the French ; that the abufes concerning which 
the ecclefiafiics made fo much noife, if they were 
not altogether imaginary, were at leafi: much 
exaggerated, and that their zeal on this point 
ferved them only as a pretence to perfecute and 
procure the recal of thofe who prevented them 
from affuming the chief power in the proyince. 

The frequent reprefentations of this evil, 
however,at length attraB::ed the notice of the King, 
and a decree of the council was promulgated, 
ordering that a committee, compofed of twenty 
of the mo!l refpettable inhabitants of New 
France, fhould give their opinion concerning the 

traffic in quefl:ion. The reafons on one fide and 
on the other being tranfmitted, it was his l\1a
jefly's pleafure that th~ archbilhop of Paris, and 
Father de la Chaife, the King's confelfor, fhould 
give their definitive decifion upon the fubjeCl:; 

· and each, after a conference with the bilhop of 
~ebec, who was then in France, declared that 
the traffic of flrong liquors in the habitations of 
the favages ought to be prohibited under the 
mofl: fevere penalties. This judgment was con
firmed by an orqj_nance of the King, and was 

L 3 tranfmitted 

149 

BOOK 
I I I. 

----~ 
1675· 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

tranfmitted to M. de Frontenac with ftritl: in

junCl:ions for its rigid execution. 
The departure of M. Talon, and the death of 

Father Marquette, had for fome time excluded 

all thoughts of the Miffifippi, and no meafures 

were taken to complete the difcovery. At length 
Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Sale, who had 

paffed fome years in America, with a view of in

creafing his fortune, or of undertaking fame en

terprife, from the execution of which he might 

derive credit and honour, conceived that it would 

be a favourable opportunity of attaining his objea, 
if he entered into the defigns of M. Talon re

fpeCl:ing the further difcovery of that great river, 

and of the country which it watered. 

He was born at Rouen, of a family in good 

circumfl:ances, but having fpent many years 

among the Jcfuits, he deri\'ed no inheritance 

from his relations. He poffeffed what was fl:ill 

more valt:able, an improvetl underfl:anding, and 

an ardent de Ire to dillinguifh himfelf, with a 
fufficient fl:rength of genius and courage to urge 

him on to fuccefs. His onftancy and firmnefs 

in furmounting obfl:acles were not inferior to the 

fert ility of his mind in finding refources to re

medy the evils arifing from misfortune. But he 

was a fl:ranger to the art of procuring from 
others afFeCtion and eflecm, and of aifuming a 

fuitable demeanour to tL ofe of whofe ailifl:ance 

he 
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he might be in want; the moment he was pof

felfed of authority he exercifed it with feverity 

and haughtinefs. With fpch defeas in his cha

raCl:er he could not be fortunate, neither was he. 

The firfl: projea which he formed, and which 

had induced him to crofs the feas, was to fearch 

for a paifage to Japan and China, by the north, 

or by the wefl: of Canada. He was engaged in 
this occupation when Joliel arrived at Montreal 

with the news of his difcovery. Far from 

doubting, when he had converfed with that tra

veller, that the Miilifippi difcharged itfelf into 
the Gulph of Mexico, he further indulged a 

hope, that in afcending this river towards the 

north, he might difcover what had been the ob

ject of his refearches; but at all events the dif

covery of its mouth would lead him to fame

thing that might eflablifh his reputation and 

fortune. He had the good fortune to gain the 

favourable opinion of the Count de Frontenac, 

whofe inclinations he had feduloufiy ftudied; he 
opened to him his views, and the General af .. 

fured him of his aid and proteCl:ion. The firfl: 

objed of his attention was to procure funds for 

the expedition, to get himfelf invefl:ed with a 
charaCl:er that would give him authority, and to 
obtain a force fufficient to command refpect 
from the favages. La Sale had, at his leifure, 

made all thefe refleCl:ions, and his plan was al-
L 4 ready 
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ready prepared. He well knew how much the 
Count de Frontenac had at heart every means 
of fi:rengthening the port at Catarocony; he 
propofed to him to augment the fortifications, 
to place there a garrifon capable of defending it 
againfi: any enterprifes of the Iroquois, to efl:a
bli!h inhabitants there, that, in cafe of neceffity, 
men and provifions might be had from thence, 
and alfo to confl:ruet barks at that place for na
vigating lake Ontario. 

Nothing could be better conceived, as far as 
:-egarded utility and convenience, and the Ge
neral was of opinion that La Sale thould make a 
\ oyage to France, and lay his defign before the 
minifter. On his arrival at court he was in
formed of the death of l\1. Colbert, and delivered 
to the 1\tlarquis de Seignelay, a letter from the 
Count de Frontenac; he had afterwards feveral 

intervie\vs with him and the minifler, who dif. 
c.erned his genius and talents, obtained for him 
from the King every thing of which he fl:ood in 
need. His Majefly befiowed on him letters of 
nobility, granted him the feignory of Catarocony 
and the government of the fort, upon condition 
that he would caufe it to be rebuilt with fl:one; 
and he further invefied him wirh all the 

• powers neceifary to carry on a free commerce, 
and to continue the difcoveries which had been 
begun. 

The 
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'the Prince de Conti, to whom he found ac- B o o r<. 

cefs, fupported his interefl: with the King, and ~ 
c;:ont·ributed much to obtain for him thofe marks r676· 

of royal favour which have been mentioned. 

The prince recommended to him, as a compa-

nion in his travels, the Chevalier. Tonti, and this 

La Sale reg:uded as an additional infl:ance of 

kindnefs; for he found that gentleman ever much 

attached to his interefls, and received from him 

the mofl fignal fervices. 

On the 14th of July La Sale and Tonti em- 1678. 

barked at Rochelle with thirty men~ among 
whom were pilots and workmen, and arrived at 

~ebec on the I srh of September. They re
roamed but a fhort time at that place, becaufe 
the approach of winter was not diftant, and they 
wilhed to arri\'e at Catarocony before the end of 
autumn. They took with them Father Louis 
Hennepin, a Flemifh recolet, who afterwards ac
companied them on the greatefl part of their 

voyages . The firft care of M. La Sale on his ar-
rival at Catarocony was to re. build the fort of 

fione, which was before compofed only of fl:akes: 

he at the fame time conftrucred a barque; and 

thefe labours were execut~d with a difpatch which 

impreffed a favourable idea of the aCtivity of that 

officer. Conducting his barque to Niagara, he 
there traced a fort, and after having travelled on 
foot through all the canton of Tfonnonthonau, 

and 
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and made during the reft of the winter a number 
of other journies, with no other objeCl: in view 
but that of the fur trade, he returned by land to 
Catarocon y, and fent back a fecond time his 
barque to Niagara, loaded with provifions and 
merchandife. 

In the following year he filled his magazine at 
Niagara, and vifited the different favage nations, 
with whom he wilhed to elhblilh a trade, and 
from whom he hoped to acquire fome informa. 
tion relatiYe to his intended difco\'eries. On the 
other hand, the Chevalier de Tonti was occupied 
in the fame manner. 

Towards the middle of Augufl, the barqu~ 

which had been conftruCled on lake Erie being 
in a condition for failing, La Sale therein em
barked forty men, among whom were three 
rocolet · , and ook the rout to 1\'lichilimakinac. 
He experienced on the Yoyage a confiderable 
fiorm, ''hi eh tended to difgufl a part of his peo
ple, and many even deferted; but the Chevalier 
de Tonti, \\ ho had taken another rout, having 
met them, was fortunate enough to engage al
mofl the whole to follow him. Tonti defcended 
to the Ilinois, and La Sale returned to Cataro
cony. Then, tion on whom he chiefly relied for 
the fuccefs of his expedition, was the Ilinois, at 
that time very nu merou , and who occupied 
many pofl:s ' here convenient em repots might be 

efl:abli!hed, 
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efl:ablilhed, between Ca ada and the 1\tJiffiGppi. 
It \\as to fecure the favourable opinion of thefe 
fa,-ages, that Tonti had advanced on that quarter, 
and he would without trouble have fucceeded in 
engaging them in hi intere!ls; but as he was 
then attended by very few followers, he could not 
p'revent his new allies from receiving almoft in 
his prefence a new check from the Iroquois, who 
not having been able to prejudice them againfl: 
the French, wifhed, previous to an open declara
tion of war, to put them out of a condition to 
help them ; they were furprifed, and great num
bers were cut in pieces. 

La Sale there found himfelf in a difcouraging 
1tuation. He had much to apprehend from the 

Iroquois, whom he expetted to meet in every 
part of his journey. The Outaouai• were fufpect· 
ed ; on many of the people under his orders he 
could not depend, fome of whom attempted 
more than once to deprive him of life. It was 
faid that they even went further; that they foli
cited his allies to rife againfl: him, and in order tfJ 

urge them to acr that perfidious part, they we-re 
not ailiamed to infinuate, that in conjunction 
with the Iroq uois he had formed a plan for their 
defhut1:ioa. 

Under thefe difadvantageous circumftances he 
arrived among the Ilinois, and foon perceived 
that their conduct towards him was fomeu·hat 

changed; 
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changed; he was even apprehenfive that thfs 
whole nation would rife againft him, and he 

could nof rely on any of his followers. He be

trayed, however; n~ fymptoms of difquiet; on 

the contrary, he affumed a tone of firmnefs and 

refolution. By that means he commanded re

fpea, but he too much endeavoured to make 

himfelf feared: this was always his principal 

aefeCl:, and the chief occafion of his misfor

tunes. 

Towards the end 6f this year he lofl: a part of 
his people, among whom were fome of thofe on 

whom he mofl: relied. - Thev had formed a de-
' 

fign to poifon him, as well as all thofe whom 

they believed mofl: attached to his interefis. 

They were difcovered, and could embrace no 

other meafure than to fave themfelves by flight. 

I.a Sale replaced them by a band of young lli• 
nois, whom he found well inclined to accompany 

him. He detached a perfon named Dacan with 

Father Hennepin to afcend the lVIiffifippi above 

the river Ilinois, and if poffible to difcover its 

fource. 

Thefe two travellers fet out from the fort of 

Crevecreur on the 28th of February,and entering 

the Miffi.f;ppi afcended to the forty-fourth degree 

of latitude: they were here impeded by a lofty 

fall of water which occupies the whole breadth 

of the river~ and to which Father Hennepin gave 
the 
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the name of the Fall of St. Anthony of P 1ua. 
They foon afterwards were captured by the 
Sioux, who retained them for a long time as pri
foners, but treated them with great lenity. At 
length being releaf~d by the arrival of fome 
Frenchmen from Canada~ they defcended to the 
mourh of the river, and returned to Fort Creve
creur, without any circumfl:ance worthy of re
mar - having occurred. It w2s, however, much 
doubted whether they had performed this jour
ney, and it was fuppofed that they only returned 
to the fort by the fame courfe they had af
cended. 

After the departure of Father Hennepin and 
Dacan, new difficulties arofe, which contributed 
to the detention of lVI. de la Sale at the fort of 
Crevecreur until the month of November, and 
finally obliged him to return to Catarocony. On 
his way he difcovered on the borders of the river 
Ilinois, which he was afcending, a fpot which 
appeared advantageous for the conflrucrion of a 
~ew fort ; he traced the plan, left the execution 
of it to M. de Tonti, and continued his journey. 
The work had fcarcely been begun, when it was 
learnt that the French who had been left at Fort 
Crevecreur had mutinied. Tonti went thithe~ 

and found only feven or eight men, the re£1: 
having made their efcape with every thing the:y 
~ould carrr a\:Vay. 

Not 
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Not long after, the Iroquois, to the amount of 
fix hundred warriors, appeared in view of the 
Ilinois fettltments, and this irruption having 
augmented the difirufl: of that people towards 
the French, the Chevalier Tonti found himftlf in 
a difficult fituation. The part which he took was 
to become a mediator between the two favage 
nations, and employed with fuccefs in this nego. 
ciation two recolets who remained with him at 

Fort Crev<:cceur. The peace was of lhort dura
tion, and the Iroquois, become more haughty by 
the fear which they feemed to infpire, foon re
commenced their hofiilities. 

Hitherto the Iroquois had not openly declared 
themfelves againfi thefe Frenchmen ; at length 
they undertook to drive them from the river of 
the llinois, and the Chevalier Tonti, having had 
advice that an army of thefe barbarians was 
coming to invade the Fort of Cre\'ecreur, 
thought it mofi prudent not to waic till their ar
rival, and he accordingly retired. 

M. de la Sale was not informed of this retreat, 
and was much furprifed in the fpring of the 
following year to find Fort CreYecceur aban

doned. He there pofl:ed a new garrifon, fent 
workmen to complete the new fort which he had 
traced the year before, and went to l\lichili
makinac, where Tonti with his party had not 

long before arrived. They departed from thence 
together 
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together in their way to Catarocony, and three B o o K 

momhs being fpent in making new levies of ~ 
Frenchmen, and in colleCling provifions, La Sale t68o. 

took the rout of the Ilinois with all his people, 

and found his two forts in the fiate he had left 

them. 
He again defcended the riYer of the Ilinois, r6~z. 

and on the 2d of February reached the l'vliffifippi. 

On the 4th of l\Iarch he took poffeffion, with 

the ufual ceremonies, of the country of the 

Akanfas, and on the 9th of April he difcovered 

the mouth of the river. This important point 

being attained, and the courfe of one of the 

largefl: rivers in the univerfe gained to France by 

poifeilion, to which no earlier pretenfions could 

be advanced, La Sale re-irnbarked on the 1 nh of 

the fame month. On the I sth of May he was 

taken fick, and he detached the Chevalier Tonti, 

to whom he recommended it to endeavour as 

quickly as poffible to reach Michilimakinac : he 

did not himfelf return to ~ebec till the follow-

ing year. Some months after his arrival he em-

barked for France. 

There had taken place in the colony, during 

the abfence of La Sale, confiderable changes, 

and men were not fo favourably difpofed to

wards him, as when he commenced his dif

covenes. 
The 
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~ o o K The mifunderfl:anding which had happened 
~J between the Governor-General and the Intend. 

J6~z. ant, had proceeded to fuch extremities, that it 
was no longer pofiible they could live together 
in the fame colopy. 

The court, it is certain, attributed to the Count 
de Frontenac the grearefl: £hare of blame, but 
notwithfianding the mildnefs of M. du Cheneau1s 
character, he poifeifed not a fufficient £hare of 
good nature to endure the haughty and imperi. 
ous conduCt of that General, although it had 
been recommended to him to yield upon occa. 
fions. l'or want of a fufficient felf-command, to 
enable him to regard with unconcern the ill hu. 
mour of the General, he fometimes partook of 
the fame haughtinefs of difpofition, and it was 
therefore becon e ne:e dry that both fhould be 
recalled. 

It has been before fl:ated, that the tithes of the 
clergy were fixed -at a twenty-fixth parr of the 
produce, and that they fhould be paid in grain. 
From the incr afe of the colonv , it became necef
fary to e!hbli!h new curacies. It was then requi. 
fite that the tithes fhould belong to the cu1es, and 
not, as hereto~ore, to the feminary. Thefe two 
points were fixed by a royal edict:, five years afrer 
the erefrion of the church of ~ebec into a 
l>ifl10pric. This edi[t confirmed alfo the pro:vi· 

2 fional 
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fional regulation of the fuperior council refpeCl:
ing the tithes, but it added that if they were 

found infufficient for the fupport of the cures, 
the council iliould provide them with an addi
tion, to be fupplied by the inhabitants and 
holders of efl:ates. This, however, did not take 

place, becaufe the King granted from his do
main fe\'en thou rand fix hundred li vres a-year, 
to aid the fubfifl:ence of the clergy. 

M. Le Fevre de la Barre was nominated Go
vernor-General, and lVI. de l\1eules lntendant. In 
the infl:rucrions framed on this occafion, it was 
fpecially recommended to the firfl:, by the King, 
to entertain a friendly correfpondence with the 
Count de Blenac, Governor-General of the 
American iflands, for it was then conceived, that 
the two colonies might, from the various articles 
of their produce, derive advantages by a reci
procal commerce. It was flrongly recom
mended to 1\11. de Meules to be upon good terms 
with the Governor ; and, if in the exercife of 
his funCtions, that officer fhould adopt meafures 
prejudicial to the general welfare, he would be 
fatisfi ed with making to him rcprefentations 

thereupon, reminding him of the infl:ruClions he 
had received; if this \Vas without effeCt, to take 
no further fteps, but allow the Governor to pro
ceed as he thought proper. He was, however, 
to render an account to the council, of any 

voL. 1. M meafure 
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meafure which he conceived of hurt to the in. 

terefis of the ll:ate. 
New France had been for many years in a 

fiate of great confufion, and Ras now threa
tened with a war capable of re-plunging her into 
her original misfortunes. Her firength alfo 
feemed . daily to dimini!h; for, by the lafl: re

turns of the population, which had been made 

two years before, there were only eight thoufand 
five hundred and fifteen perfons, without com

prehending Acadia. 
Many circumfl:ances had contributed to draw 

a-new the Iroquois into a war with the Fren:::h. 
Since New York had become an Englif!.1 fettle
ment, Colonel Dongan, who was Governor, had 

taken much pains to afford to the Iroquois mer

chandife at a cheaper rate than could be [up
plied by the French, becaufe the company, which 
then carried on the exclufive commerce for 
peltry, had a preferable choice of a fourth of 
the beaver ikins, of a tenth of other furs and of 
leather, and bought the remainder at a low rate. 
Some other caufes of mutt-1al difcontent had . 

taken place, when an unforefeen accident tended 
to evince the unfavourable ilifpoiition of the Tro

quois with regard to the French. A Cap'tain 
of the Tfonnonthouans had been killed at 1\lichi
limakinac by an Ilinois, with whom he had fome 
private quarrel. According to the policy of the 

favages, 
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favages, the firfl: marl~s of refentment of fuch as B o o K 

have been injured fall neither on the murderer _.!!;._, 
nor on the nation to which he belongs, but I68z. 

upon the acrual poifdfors of the place where the 
offence has been committed. It belonged then 
to the Kifkacons, a nation of the Outaouais, in 

whofe territories the Iroquois chief had fallen, 

to make fatis faB:ion to his nation. JVI. de Fron-

tenac had difpatched to the Cantons a confiden-
tial perfon, to endeavour to gain a fufperfion of 

hofl:ilities until he !hould have time to oblige the 

Kifkacons to make them an atonement. 
He at the fame time invited them to fend to 

Catarocony, where he would go in perfon, de
puties, with whom he might treat of this affair, 

and of all other fubjeB:s of complaint which 

might be fl:ated on the one fide or the other. 

A few days after, he received a meffage from 
Onnontague, by which he was informed, that 

thefe favages exacted, that he !hould advance as 

far as the entrance of the river Chouaguen, 

wbi:::h difcharges itfelf into lake Ontario on the 

fouth. 
The General replied to the perfon who gave 

him the information, that he would never COH· 

fent to fuch a meafure, becaufe this acquiefcence 
would increafe the infolence of the Iroquois, 
and were it even not derogatory to his dignity, 
he could not undertake fuch a voyage with fatis~ 

M 2 faction 
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facrion or fafety to his perfon, without incurring 

a very great expence. He had not yet feen the 
Kiikacons, and knew not what refolution they 
might adopt. He concluded by reqm;fiing the 
author of the letter containing the foregoing in
formation, to ufe all his endeavours to perfuade 
the Onnontagues to affume fentiments of greater 

moderation and refpett. 
He would abate nothing of the haughtinefs 

with which, like :rvt. Courcelles, he had always 
treated the favages. He publicly declared that 

he would take under his proteCtion the Outa
ouais, and all his old allies, and he permitted 
the Kiikacons to confirutt new forts, in order to 
defend themfelves fhould they be attacked. 

Some of the Iroquois, gained by their miffion
ary ,' r_elaxed fo far in their original demand as to 

confent to affemble at Catarocony, but ~I. Fron

tenac then declared, that he would go no further 
than Montreal, and that if the Iroquois meant to 
communicate with him, he would there wait for 
them until the month of June; but at the ex
piration of that period he \vould return to ~e
bec. This reply enraged the Iroquois, who on 
their part afrerted, that they would treat with the 
Governor-General only at Chouaguen. 

Some time afterwards the General making a 
viGt to the ifland of l\lontreal, met with the Sieur 

Foret, major of the fort of Catarocony, who 

brought 
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brought with him fiye of the Iroquois. They 
were deputies of the five cantons, who were in~ 

fl:rutl:ed to a{fure their father Ononthio, that they 
were difpofed to be upon good terms with him, 
and with his allies . 

1\I. de Frontenac gave them an audience on the 
1 Ith of September, and on the following day 
replied that ir refled not with him that a good 
underfi.anding was not efl:ablifhed between the 
t\'-·o nations; but, as the Jlinois were excepted 
from the peace, which the cantons would main~ 
tain with the allies, and that it was confeifed, 
that they were preparing to make a vigorous war 
againfl: that people, the General made them 
fome valuable prefents, to induce them to lay 
afide their determination. 

Scarcely had they ]eft Montreal, when other 
deputies arrived, on the part of the Kifkacons, 
the Hurons of l\1ichilimakinac, and the Miamis. 
The General omitted no argument to perfuade 
the firfl: to fatisfy the Iroquois on the fubjeCl: of 
the murder which has been related. They an
fwered, that they had charged the Hurons to 
prefent belts on their part, which was all they 
conceived themfclves obliged to perform, being 
not the authors of that deed. But the Hurons, 
willing to embroil the parties, far from acquit ring 
themfdves of their commiilion, had even in
creafed the umbrage of the Iroquois againf1: 

M 3 them. 

BOOK 
III. 

1..---. ,-...,..J 

t68z . 



t66 

BOOK 
Il I. 

'"--,....._,j 
1682. 

HISTORY OF CANADA. 

them. In vain did the General infifl: on engag

ing them to adopt different meafures, for the 

prefervation of peace; all that he could obtain 

was a promif~ that they would remain on the 
defenfive. 

Affairs were in this fl:ate when M. lVI. de la 

Bane and De Meules arrived at ~ebec ; they 

even learnt that the deputati:m of Tegani!forens, 

one of the chiefs who had been at l\1ontreal, had 

no other motive on the part of the cantons but 

to amufe the French; and that war was begun 

againfl: the Ilinois. Thus the Iroquois were foon 

expeCted to be feen in arms in the middle of the 

colony. On the other hand, it was foon per

ceived that the friends of the Count de Fronte

nac would not find in his fucce!for the fame 

proteCtion they had enjoyed ; and ir appeared 
that 1\II. de la Barre was alre .. dy prejudiced againft 

the Sieur de la Sale, concerning whom he made 

too early a declaration not to give reafon for 

judging, that he had concei\'ed an unfavourable 

opinion of that traveller, without having confi. 

dered his general conduCt. 

Such is the lot of thofe charaCters, whom a 
mixture of great virtues and great defeCts draws 

forth from the ordinary fphere of human life. 

Their paffions urge them to the commiffion of 

faults, and if they execute what is beyond the 

reach of others, their enterprifes receive not ge-

neral 
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neral a?probation; their fuccefs excites the jea
loufy of fuch as remain in obfcurity, and fhould 
it be u fe . ul to fome, it may be hurtful to others ; 

the one party . exag~er:ltes their ment, rhe other 
decries them beyond the bounds of moderation. 

Hence the different delineations which are drawn 

bear no re.e nblance to the living charaCter; 

bur, as hatred and malediction not unfrequently 

operate more powerfully than gratitude and 

friendfhip, the enemies of the Sieur de la Sale 

contributed more to disfigure, than his friends to 
embellifh his portrait. 

Letters had been written to the court by M. 

de la Barre and others, wherein La S1le was men

tioned in very unfavourable terms ; but his caufe 

was brought to a tribunal already impreifed with 

an opinion of his talents and merit, and his pre

fence in France effaced, in part, the reprefenta
tion which had been made againfl: his conduct. 
The mini~er did not believe him to be altogether 

exempted from the faults with which he had been 

charged, but weighing the utility of his talents, 

he thought it neceifary to employ him. He 
gave him fome advice refpefting his future .con

duCt, but unhappily for La Sale, he forgot, or 

profited not by the fuggefl:ions of the minifl:er. 

M. de la Barre had not long affumed the reins 

of the government, when he perceived that New 

France was placed in the mofi: delicate conjunc-
M 4 ture. 
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B o o K tu re. He therefore thought it expedient to conm. 
~ voke an affembly, compofed not only of the 

1682
· Bilhop and Intendant, but of the principal offi

cers of the army, many members of the fuperior 
council, the chiefs of fubordinate jurifdicrion, the 
fuperior of the feminary, and of the millions, 
and he requef1 ed the whole to give him their 
advice refpefting the caufes and nature of the 
evils which had brought the colony to its prefent 
fiate, and refpcEting the remedies which ought 
to be applied, in order to reflore it to profpe· 
rity. 

It was there obferved to the General, that the 
objeCt of the Iroquois was to draw to tbemfelves 
all the commerce of Canada, to tranfport it to 
the Engli01 and the Dutch at New York, and con
fequently the two latrer nations ought to be con
fidered in a hoflile vie\x.·, efpecially, as for a con
fiderable time they had endeavoured privately to 
excite the cantons to come to an open rupture 
with the French ; that thefe barbarians, to avoid 
having too powerful a force againfl: them, had 
fiudied only to amufe them, whiHl they were 
feduloufly occupied in debauching the allies, or 
in defl:roying, one after the other, all thofe whom 
they were unable to detach from the French in
terefls ; that they had begun by the IEnois, and 
that it was of the firfl moment to prevent thefe 
people from being loft by their efforts 1 but that 

the 
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the attempt to affifl: them 'vould be attended with 

difficulty; that the colony could furnifh at the 

utmofl: a thoufand men fit to undergo the fa

tigues of campai ning, and that even for this 

number, the labours of hufbandry mull: in part 

be fufpended. 

They further reprefented that, previous to 

taking arms, magazines well furnifhed with pro

vifions and ammunition, ought to be ell:ablifhed 

in fituations the nearefl that could be found to 

the enemy's counlry, for the reafon that the 

march fhould be undertaken not merely to fl:rike 

terror into the Iroquois, a meafure which had 

contented M. de Tracy, but, to reduce them to 

BOOK 
Ill. 

1682. 

a fituation that they might be no longer able to 

difquiet the colony ; ·it would therefore be ne

ceifary to remain a confiderable time in this 

country, or on its environs; that the fort of Ca

tarocony was well calculated for this defign, 

becaufe from that pofl an army might, in forty

eight hours, fall on the canton of Tfonnonthouan, 

though mofl: remote of all ; that three or four 

barques on lake Ontario were required to tranf" 

port provifions, ammunition, and the number of 

men that might be wanted for that fervice ; that .. 

it was into the borders of that canton that war 

mufl be carried; but that previous to engaging in 

fuch an enterprife, two or three hundred foldiers 

mull: be requefled of the King, part of whom 

muil: 
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B o o K mufl be fl:ationed in the forts of Cataroconv and 
J 

~~:__, · Galette, to guard the head of the colony, whiHl: 
I68.t. all the other forces fhould be employed beyond 

its limits; that his lVIajefl:y ought likewife to be 
fupplicated to fend into the colony a thoufand or 
fifteen hundred labourers, to cultivate the lands 
in the abfence of the land-holders; alfo funds for 
the magazines, and for the confl:rucrion of the 
barques ; that to engage the King to incur this 
expence, it would be requifite to acquaint him 
of the urgent neceffity of the war, of the inability 
of the colony to fupport it, and , above all, to re
pre.fent to him that the wa t ~f reinforcements 
from France incited the contempt of the favages; 
whereas, if thofe people knew of rhe arrival of 
French troops, the Ircquois would perhaps be 
overawed, and the allies would no~ hefita te to 
lend a {lrong arm againfl: a nation, of whofe 
power they were in continual dread, but over 
whom they would believe themfelves certain of 
triumphing, if they beheld the French in a con· 
dition powerfully to fecond them. 

The r fulr of this deliberation \\aS drawn up 
and tranfmitted to the court. It was there ap· 
proved, and the King gave orders for the imme· 
diate embarkation of two hundred foldi rs. He 
wrote to the Governor-General, and gave him 
advice that Colonel Dongan, Governor of New 
York, had received· an exprefs order from the 

King 
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King of Great Britain to entertain a friendly B o o K 

intercourfe with the French, to which he ~~ 
doubted not that officer would conform. 16cz. 

During the government of M. Frontenac, the 

recolet., by the interefl: of that officer, obtained 
from the King permiffion to confl:rua a chapel, 
not\'\·ithfl:anding the oppofition of the bilhop, 

who, in concert with the Jefuits, made ufe of 

every means in his power to preYent their being 

allowed that indulgence . 
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Expedition of lvf. de la Barre againjl the lroqu?is.-Dif 
trefi cj hir Anny.-C?tiference at the Bay cj Famine. 
M. Dmonville Governor-General.-k!anner in 'luhd 
the Trqffic for Fur.r was conduClcd.-Ajfairs of tht 
Clergy.-OJ the Law.- lroquois Chiifs feized at Cata

rocony, and conduRed t!J France for Galley-Slaves.

Expldition againjl the lroquois.-Conjlruflir;n of a Fort 
(li Niagara.-That Fort, on A ccount cj an i11ft3iouJ 
J11.alady, abandoned and deflroyed.-Treafon and Policy 
of a Huron Chief called the Rat.-Charafler of the 
j}farquis de Denonville. 

M De la Barre made preparations for war 
• againfi: the Iroquois, without loiing fight 

of the hope of an accommodation with thefe 
barbarians, difpofed to treat with them if he 
could do it with honour. BeinO' informed that 

0 

they were on the point of marching, to the nu m· 
ber of fifteen hundred men, againfl: the 1\'liamis 
and Outaouais, although they had publifi1ed 
that their defl:ination was againfi the Ilinois, he 
difpatched a confidential perfon, who arrived at 
the great village of the Onnontagues, the ren
dezvous of the warriors, on the evening of the 

day 
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d~y on which they propofed to fet out for their n o o K 

campa1gn. 

The envoy was well received, and had not 
much difficulty to draw from the Iroquois a pro
mire to fufpend the expedition, and to fend depu
ties to Montreal in order there to treat with the 
General; but it was foon after difcovered, that 
they had fpoken thus only to quiet the French. 
They affirmed, that their deputies lhould be at 
Montreal before the end of the month of June. 
But in the month of l\Iay, 1\I. de la Barre had 
advice that feven hundred men of the cantons of
Onnontague, of Goyogouin, and of Onneyouth, 
were on their march tQ att2.ck the Hurons, the 
Miamis, and the Outaouais ; and that the 
Tfonnonthouans, with fome Goyogouim, intend
ed towards the end of fummer to fpread them
felves in troops throughout the French habita
uons. 

The G!.!neral, in imparting thefe news to the 
minifl:er, acquainted him that the projeC'r had 
been formed at the inftigation of the Englifh, 
-who in their negociations made ufe of French 
fugitives, whofe defertion they encouraged. 
From what he could judge of the prefent difpofi
tion of the Iroquois cantons, he conceived that 
it became a meafure of neceility, either totally to 

abandon Canada, or to make an effort to deftroy 
at leafl: the Tfonnonthouan, and the Goyogou-

ms, 

IV. 
~ 
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ins, the mofi: animated againfl the French, and 

who could eafily lead two thoufand men into 

the field. He therefore folicited him to engage 

the King to fend as early as pofiible four hundred 

men, that on the beginning of Aug ufl: at the 

farthefl: he might enter into the enemy's territory 

with a ·force fuffi cient to reduce thefe barbarians 

to reafon; but that he believed it neceifary, fi rfi: 
of all, to obtain from the D uke of York, to 

whom N ew Y ork belonged, an order for the 

governor of that province not to throw any ob

ftacles in the way of his exped ition. 

The lroquois found it more to their advantage 

to trade w ith the Englifh and Dutch than with 

the French, becaufe at N ew York beaver ikins 
were fu bjeft to no du ties ; the traffic was free to 

every one, and the purchafers derived from 

thence more profit; which placed them in a fi
tuation to affo rd their m erchandife at a lower 
r ate. As the cantons hm'!ever were not inclined 

to employ open force but in the e\'ent of coming 
to ex tremities , and as in reality they dreaded th~ 

French more than they appeared to do, deputies 

from the five cantons arri\'ed at l\Iontreal in 

Augufl:, but they were charged to make only 
vague protefl:ations of a fincere attachment, and 
nothing further could be d rawn f om them. 

Many circumfl:ances concurred to render this 
embaify fufpeCted, and it was believed that the 

cantons 
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cantons wilhed to gain time, and to throw the B o o K 

general off his guard. He however gave a fa-~ 
vourable reception to the deputies, treated them 1683. 

with kindnefs, and fent them home loaded with 

prefents. 

A few months had fcarcely elapfed, when 
fourteen Frenchmen, who were proceeding with 
merchandife to the Ilinois, were attacked by the · 

Iroquois and pillaged of every thir g they hac, 

amounting to upwards of fifteen thoufand 

livres. 

M. de la Barre was then refolved to carry on 

a war. He had received intelligence that the 
cantons were making great preparations, and had 
fent amba!fadors to the favages of Virginia, to 
afcertain that they fhould not be attacked from 
that quarter, whill1: they were occupied againfl: 
the French. The general believed that he could 

with greater facility and lefs rifque anticipate the 

defign of thefe barbarians, by carrying war into 
their territory, than to drive them from the co

lony if once they had got a footing there. But 
as he had received very fmall fupplies from 

France, and as thofe which he !lill expeCled 
could not foon arrive, he was obliged to have 
recourfe to the allied favages. 

M. de la Durantaye, who commanded at Mi
chilimak.inac, and M. de Luth his lieutenant, 
who was at the bay on lake Michigan, had in-

7 firuClioni 
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firuClions to acquaint the nations in thtfe quar
ters, that Ononthio was about to march againfl: 
the Iroquois; that he would begin with the 
Tfonnonthouans, and that he invited his allies to 
Niagara, where he fhould arrive about the mid. 
dle of Augufl: with his whole forces. The 
greater part of thefe people were not lefs in. 
terefl:ed than the French in the defl:ruction of 
the Iroquois, who were inclined to ufurp a fpe
cies of domination over this extenfi ve part of 
the continent, and to render themfelves the foie 
mafl:ers of its commerce. It was, however, with 
difficulty that the levies were made. \Vben M. 
Durantaye arrived at Niagara with five hundred 
warriors, he had the misfortune not to find 
the French at that place ; and it required much 
addrefs to fati sfy the favages whom he had led 
thither. 

The General having made his preparations, 
fet out from Q:_lebec on his way_ to 1\Iontreal, 
where the troops were ordered to aifemble. He 
ferit, during his march, a meifage to Colonel 
Dongan, to inform him, that if he was inclined 
to take revenge for the blood of twenty-fix 
Engliilimen of l'v1aryland, who had been ,killed 
by the Tfonnonthouans during the preceding 
winter, he might join his army; he at leaft 
firmly relied on the promifes he had given him 
in confequence of the Duke of York's orders, 

that 
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that l1e would ufe no means to weaken the efFeCls B o o K 

of an expedition fo juft ; that he was taking 
meafures to reprefs the infolence of a nation 
which would not fpare the Englifh if it had 
nothing to fear on the part of the French. 

The General took another precaution which 

ought to have infured the fuccefs of his enter
prife ; this was to caufe a divifion in the cantons, 
that he might not have to encounter the whole 
at the fame time. For this purpofe he fent belts 
to the Onnontagues, to the Agniers, and to the 
Onneyouths, to engage them to remain neuter 
between him and the Tfonnonthouans, who alone 
had offended him, and againft whom he was 
marching. Having taken other meafures of fe
curity, he proceeded with feven hundred Cana
dians, a hundred and thirty foldiers, and two 
hundred favages, formed into three divifions. · 
He left ~ebec on the 9th of July, and arrived 
at Montreal on the 2 I ft of the fame month. As 
he proceeded from thence towards Catarocony, he 
learnt that the other cantons had obliged that of 
the Tfonnonthouans to accept of their mediation 
with the French, and demanded the Sieur le 
Moyne to negociate this important affair. He 
likewife had intelligence, that the canton againft 
which he was marching had put all their pro
vifions in a place of fecurity, and that the war 
would have no other effect than to unite the 

VOL. I. N whole 
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B o o K whole nation againfr the French. But if he 
._2.;._, would be contented with fatisfaaion from this 

1 6~13· canton, the inhabitants were well difpofed to 

grant it, and would fufpend all ho!l:ilities againl1: 

the allies. Since however, it was faid, they 
made thefe advances, it was not becaufe they be
lieved they had much to fear, for the Governor of 
New York had made them an offer of four 
hundred horfemen, and as many infantry if they 
lhould be obliged to fupport a war. 

There was no que!l:ion, that if Colonel Don
gan had fulfilled his offer, it would have been 
accepted of, and that M. de la Barre would 
thereby have found himfelf in great difficulties; 
but he required too high a price for the affift
ance which he propofed to lend, and had fpoken 
in too high a tone to a nation naturally fierce, 
and which had never loved nor e!l:eerned the 
Englifh. This Governor had begun by ereCling 
in the country of the Iroquois the arms of the 
Duke of York ; he afterwards fent to prohibit 
the cantons, on the part of this prince, whom he 
fiiled their Sovereign, from treating with the 
French, without his participation. He alfo en
joined them to profit by the aids which he would 
afford to deliver themfelves from the tyranny of 
the French. 

This commiffion was as ill executed as it was 
imprudent. The envoy addre!fed himfelf to the 

Iroquoii 
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-
Iroquois in the fiile of a mafier, and afked them 
if they would not obey the Governor of New 
York, who reprefented their lawful Sovereign? 
This mode of procedure £hocked the Onnon

tagues. One of their chiefs immediately called 
on Heaven to witnefs the injury which had been 
offered to the whole nation, and of the unju!l:i
fiable conduct of the Englifh ambaffador, who 
wifhed to embroil the country in war. He then 
addreffed him in a tone which ought to have 
made him fenfible of his imprudence, and of the 
indignation which it had excited in all prefent. 
He fpoke thus: 

" Know, that Onnontague places himfelf be
tween Ononthio, his father, and the Tfonnon
thouan, his brother, to prevent them from fight
ing. I was willing to believe that Corlar ~ 
would have ltood in my rear, and would have 
called to me, Courage, Onnontague, fuffer not the 
father and fon to kill each other. I am furprifed 
that his envoy fhould hold a very different lan

guage, and fhould endeavour to prevent me 
from flopping the arm of the one and of the 
other. I cannot believe that Corlar poffeffes fo 
malevolent a fpirit. Ononthio is pleafed to ho .. 

nour me by coming to my cabin to make peace; 

"' The name given by the favages to the Governor of 
New York. 

NZ fhaU 
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lhall the fon dilhonour his father ? Corlar, at• 
tend to my words. Ononthio has adopted me 

for his fon; he entertained me at Montreal, and 

he habited me in that quality; we then planted 

the tree of peace, and we have alfo planted it at 
Onnontague, whither my father has ufually fent 

his ambaffadors. I have two arms, one of which 
I extend towards Montreal, the other to Corlar, 
who has long been my brother. Ononthio has 
been for ten years my father; Corlar is my brother, 
becaufe fuch is my wilh; but neither of them is 
my mafl:er. He who created the world gave me 
this land .,hich I occupy-! am free-I refpect 
both-but neither has a right to command me, 
and no perfon ought to take offence that I pre
vent the earth from being troubled. I therefore 
will not delay to meet my father, fince he has 
taken the trouble to come to my door, and fince 

be can have nothing but reafonable propofition~ 
to difcufs." 

It appears by this difcourfe, that the Sieur le, 
Moyne had arrived in the canton before the en
voy of the Governor of New York. He was, 
however, well received, being known and re· 
fpetled by thefe favages, and refl:ored to them a 
prifoner whom he had conducted from ~ebec. 

From the bad quality of the provifions, M. de 
la Barre's army was reduced to a moft deplor

able 
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able ftate. This evil increafed to fuch a degree, 
that there was reafon to fear he would be obliged 
to retire without waiting for the Iroquois de
puties; this would have expofed the French to 
the ridicule of the fa,·ages, and perhaps have in
duced them to alter their intention. They met 
1\1. de la Barre, who was encamped on the borders 
of lake Ontario, on the north fide, in a fmall 

bay, five or fix leagues to the eallward of their 
river, to which, the extreme want they had fuf
fered for fifteen days caufed them to give the 
name of the Bay of Famine. 

In all their negociations thefe favages make 
ufe of collars, or belts of wampum, which are two 
or three feet in length, and fix inches in breadth, 
ornamented with fmall grains of porcelain, 
made from £bells found on the coall of Virginia. 
No tranfaEtion can be entered into without the 
intervention of thefe belts, which ferve as con
traEts and obligations among them, and fupply 
the abfence of writing. They preferve fame
times for an age, thofe they have received from 
their neighbours, and, as each has a dillincrive 
mark, the fachems or ancients are acquainted 
with the time and place at which they were 
given, and what they import. They frequently 

ufe them after the lapfe of many years, in the 
arrangement of new negociations. 

N 3 Th<l 
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The favages feated themfelves on the ground 
in their ufual mode, forming an extenfive ring, 
feveral of the French being indifcriminately 
mixed with them ; 1\'l. de la Barre placed himfelf 
in a chair in the front of his tent, and his inter

preter delivered in his name the following 

harangue. 

" The King, my mafier, informed that the 
five Iroquois nations have, for a confiderable 
time, interrupted the tranquillity which prevailed, 

has commanded me to march into this country, 

followed by an efcort, and to fend Akoueifan • 
to the village of the Onnontagues, to invite 
the principal chiefs to approach my camp. The 
intention of this grand 1\Ionarch is, that we 
fhould fmoke, you and I together in the great 

calumet of peace, provided that you promife, 

in the name of Tfonnonthouans, Goyogouins, 
Onnontagues, Onneyouths, and Agniers, to 

m ake entire repar~tion and fatisfaaion to his 

fubjeCl:s, and to do nothing in future which may 
lead to an unhappy rupture. 

" The inhabitants of thofe villages have pil
laged, ill treated, and ruined, all our people 

who were employed in the chace, and who 
went on commercial views to the country of the 

• The Partridge, a name given to M. le Moyne. 

llinois, 
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Ilinoii, of the Oumamis, and of the other na- B o o K 

tions, children of my Sovereign. And as you ~ 
have acred on thefe occafions contrary to the 1683· 

treaty of peace concluded with my predeceffor, 

I am charged to demand reparation, and to 
fignify, in cafe of refufal, or of relapfe into thofe 

offences, that I have exprefs orders to declare 

war." 

'This belt guarantees m_y word. 
" The warriors of the Iroquois have con

ducred the Englifh to the lakes of the King my 
mall er, and to the people who are his children, 

to defiroy the commerce of his fubjecrs, and to 
alienate thofe nations from the obedience which 
they owe him. They have led the Englifh thither, 
notwithfianding exprefs injuncrions to the con
trary, given by the former Governor of New 
York, who forefaw the hazard to which both 
would be expofed. I will readily forget thefe 
aggreffions ; but if a fimilar conduB: is again 

adopted, I have exprefs orders to declare war 

againfl: _you." 
'This belt contains my words. 
'' Thefe warriors have likewife made feveral 

inhuman incurfions into the country of the 

Ilinois and of the Oumamis. They have there 
maifacred men, women, and infants ; captured, 
bound, and led away, a great number of the 

people of thefe two nations, who, in the midfl: of 
N 4 peace~ 

• I 
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B o o K peace, confidered themfelves fecure in their 
~ villages. Thefe people who are the children of 

I683. my King, ought no longer to be your flaves. 

You mufl: refrore them to liberty, and quickly 
fend them back to their country, which if the 
five nations refufe, I have orders to declare war 

againfl them." 
Cfhis belt confirms my words. 
" The foregoing is what I had to addrefs to 

the deputies, that they might explain to the five 
nations the declaration which the King my 
mafl:er has commanded me to make. He is 
unwilling that they fhould oblige him to fend a 
fl:rong army to Catarocony, to commence a war 
which would be fatal to them. He would alfo 
be much mortified, that this fort, which is a work 
of peace, £hould be converted into a prifon for 

your warriors. Means m_ufl: be purfued, both 
on the one point and the other, to avert fuch a 

calamity. The French, who are the brothers 
and friends of the five nations, will never difl:urb 
their repofe, provided they 'vill give the fatisfac
tion demanded, and that the treaty of peace be 
henceforward pointedly obferved. I Jhould feel 
the difquietude of defpair, did not my words 
produce the effeCt which I defire; for, I fhould 
then be compelled to aa in conjunClion with the 

Governor of New York, who, by order of his 

King, would aid me in confuming by fire, ven· 
geance 
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geance and defolation, the five natiol,ls of the B o o K 

Iroquois." ~..:._. 
'This belt coJ!firms what I have faid. 1683. 

The interpreter of M. de la Barre having ceafed 
to fpeak, La Grangula, the Tfonnonthouan 
deputy, who during the foregoing fpeech feemed 
to fix his eyes on the end of his pipe, arofe, and 
after making five or fix turns within the circle 
compo[ed of Frenchmen and favages, he refumed 
his fituation, and fianding ereCt, and regarding 
the General with a fixed and fiern look, replied 
in the following terms: 

" Ononthio, I honour thee. All the warriors 
who accompany me likewife honour thee. Thy 
interprete~ bath fini-lhed thy difcourfe; I am 
about to fpeak in reply. lVIy voice haflens to 

thy ears ; lifl:en then with attention to my 
words. 

" Thou mufl:, on leaving ~ebec, have ima
gined, Ononthio, that the intenfe heat of the fun 
had confumed the forefl:s, which render our 
country inaccefiible to the French ; or, that the 
lake had 1o overflowed its boundaries, that find
ing our villages in the midfl: of the waters, it 
were impoffible for us to quit them. Yes, Onon
thio, thou mufl have believed either of thofe im
probabilities ; and curiofity to fee fo large a tract 
of country burnt up, or inundated, mufl: have 
induced thee to travel thus far. Thou art now 

undecei ved, 
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undeceived, fince I and my warriors come hither 

to affure thee, that the five nations have not yet 

perilhed. I thank thee in their name for having 

brought back into their lands the calumet of 

peace, which thy predeceifors received from 
their hands. I at the fame time congratulate 
thee for having buried under ground the~mur

derous hatchet • which has fo often been fiained 

with the blood of thy countrymen. Attend, 

Ononthio; my eyes are open, and the fun which 
gives me light difclofes to my view a great cap
tain, at the head of a troop of warriors, who 
fpeaks like one in a dream. He fays, he has 
approached this lake for the purt-ofe of fmoking 
in the great calumet with the Onnontagues, but 

La Grangula fees on the contrary, that it was 
for the purpofe of defiroying them, if fo many 
of thy people had not been enfeebled by dif· 
eafe. 

" I f.~e that Ononthio dreams amid a camp of 
invalids, whofe lives the Great Spiri t hath faved, 
and reflrained them by infirmity, from profe

cuting their defign. Our women would have 
taken the war clubs, our children and old men 
would have carried the bow and arrow to thy 
camp, had not our warriors interpofed to difarm 

• T o rJ.ife the hatchet, is to procbim war ; to bury )t, 
is to enter on terms of peace. 

them, 
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them, on the arrival of Akoueffan thy meifenger 

at our village. 

" We have pillaged, Ononthio, only thofe 

Frenchmen who carried fuflls, powder and ball 

to the llinois and the Oumamis our enemies, 

becaufe thefe arms might have been fatal to us. 

In this, we have acted like the J efuit miilion

aries, who break all the cafks of fpirits which 

are brought to our villages, apprehenflve lefl: 

drunken Indians might knock them on the 

head. 

" Our warriors have not beaver furs to pay 

for all the arms they have feized, and our poor 

old men are not afraid of war." 

T his belt contains my word. 

" vVe have introduced the Englilh to our 

lakes, to traffic there wi ch the Outouais and 

Hurons, in the fame manner that the Algonquins 

have conducted the French to our five villages, 

there to carry on a commerce which the Englifh 

fay belongs to them. We are born free, we 

depend neither on Ononthio nor on Corlar ; it 

is given to us to go wherever we pleafe, and to 

fell and purc:hafe what we think proper. If thy 

allies are thy children or thy ilavG!s, refl:rain them 

from the power of receiving among them any 

other people but thine own." 

'Ihis belt contains my word. 

z "We 
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cc We have attacked the Ilinois and the Ou. 
mamis, becaufe they have cut down the tree of 
peace which ferved for the limits of our frontiers. 
They came to hunt the beaver on our lands, 
and, contrary to the practice of all other favages, 
have entirely extirpated thofe animals both male 
and femate. They have drawn the Chaouanons 
into their country and into their party. After 
having meditated evil defigns again[[ us, they 
have given them fire arms. \Ve have not aCted 
with fuch injuftice as the Engli!h or the French, 
who without title have ufurped, for the purpofe 
of building forts and towns, the lands of feveral 
nations whom they have driven from their coun· 
tries and their homes." 

This belt contains my word. 
" Ononthio, attend ; my voice is that of the 

five Iroquois cabins. This is the anfwer which 
they give thee; open wide therefore thine ears, 
and li!len to that which they declare to thee. 

'" They fay, that when :h y interred the 
hatchet at Catarocony in the centre of the fort, 
in prefe'nce of thy predece{for, they planted at 
the fame time the tree of peace, to be there care
fully preferved; that inl1ead of a retreat for war· 
riors, this poft fh ould be only a rendezvous for 
merchants ; that inl1ead of arms and ammuni
tion, merchandife and beavers only fhould be 
admitted. Take care for the future, that fo great 

a num· 
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a number of warriors as are here prefent, if fhut E o o K 
IV. 

up in that fortrefs, fiifle not that tree. Having '-,_j 

fo happily taken root, it \\·ere an evil much to be 1683· 

lamented fhould its growth be impeded, and 
fhould it thereby be prevented from fhading with 

its branches thy country and ours. I affure 

thee, that our warriors will dance under the 
~adow of its leaves the calumet dance; that 
they will repofe in quiet on their mats; that they 
will not unbury the hatchet to cut down the tree 
of peace, until Ononthio and Corlar in conjunc-
tion or feparately £hall have put themfelves in 
motion to attack this country, of which the 
Great Spirit made a difpofal in favour of our 
ance!l:ors. 

" This collar contains my word, and that, 
the power with which I am invefled by the Five 
N ations." 

The deputies of Onnontague ·guaranteed, that 
the Tfonnonthouans iliould make reparation for 
the lofs which their warriors had occafioned to 
the Frenchmen, whom tht!y pillaged in going to 

war againfl: the llinois ; but they exaeted from 
the General, that his army lhould decamp next 
day ; whereupon he immediately departed him
felf, after giving mders for the execution of this 

Jafl: article. 
It was not expeCl:ed at court that ho!l:ilities x6s.._. 

W®ld fa foon terminate; frill lefs that they 
thou Id 
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B o o K fuould end in a manner fo little honourable to the 
IV. • 

.__,..----' nation. M. de la Barre was fcarcel y arnved at 
1684· ~ebec, when he received a reinforcement of 

troops, which might have put him in a condition 

to give law to thofe from whom he had received 

it. The detachment was commanded by M. M. 
Montertier and Defnos, captains of the marine. 

A letter was at the fame time received from 
the King, importing that it was his majefiy's 

pleafure that thefe two officers fhould command, 

in the mofi: advanced and mofi important pofis 

in the colony ; and that their authority fhould 

be independent of M. de la Barre, who being 

engaged in a difficult war, and from his advanced 

age being unable to tranfport himfelf to places 
where his prefence might be neceifary, they were 

fent as perfons on whofe experience and exer· 
tions great confidence might be placed. 

It was further added, that as the King's fer· 

vice required every poffible means of dimini!hing 

the numbers of the Iroquois, and, as thefe In· 

dians were firong and robufi, they might be ufe· 

fully employed in the gallies, he was ordered to 
make as many prifoners of war as poffible, and 

to fend them over to France. 
This order could not be executed when ir was 

received by 1\ti. de la Barre. His fucceuor how· 

ever did not fail to ufe it, when the war with the 

.~ Iroquois re-commenced, and the unhappy con-
1 fequences 
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fequences which it produced will hereafter ap- B o o K. 
IV. 

pear. '-'~ 

New France acquired this year an officer of r684. 

great merit, who rendered to it the mofl: impor .. 
tant fervices. M. Perrot, governor of Montreal, 
being upon bad terms with the members of the 
feminary of St. Sulpicius, who had, as ha~ al .. 
ready been mentioned, in quality of feigners, 
the right of nominating the Governor, the King, 
for the maintenance of tranquillity, gave to M. 
Perrot the government of Acadia, and appointed 
for his fucceifor the Chevalier de Callieres, a 
captain of the regiment of Navarre. The limits 
of his government were in the following year 
defcribed to extend to lake St. Peter. 

M, le l\1arquis de Denonville arrived this year t68.)· 

at Q:lebec V.'ith a· reinforcement of troops. He 
had been nominated Governor-General of New 
France on the arrival of the veifels which had 
carried out to Canada M:. M. Defnos and Mon
tertier; the King having been made acquainted 
with the manner in which the peace with the 
lroquois had been concluded, conceived that it 
would not be of long duration, and as the great 
age and infirm fiate of health of M. de la Barre 
rendered him little qualified to carry on a war 
with vigour, his majefiy faw the neceffity of ap
pointing a fucceifor to his government. He 
therefore made choice of the Marquis de Denon-

ville, 
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ville, colonel of dragoons, a man not lefs efii• 
mable for his perfonal valour than for his inte• 
grity and piety, and it was determined that a new 
effort fhould be made to place the colony in a 
ftate of fecurity and tranquillity. 

M. de Denonville allowed himfelf fcarcely a 
few hours of repofe, after a voyage which had 
been long and boifierous, before he afcended to 
Catarocony. The Sieur de la Foret had been 
there re-efiablifhed by order of the court, to 
command in the name of l'v1. de la Sale ; but 
having demanded permifiion to make a new 
voyage to the Ilinois, where he expeCl:ed to meet 
that gentleman, M. d'Orvilliers was again put in 
charge of that pofl:. During the fray which the 
Governor-General made there, he learnt that 
the Iroquois were infpired with great diil:rufl of 
the French, and he omitted nothing to regain 
their good opinion. He, however, faw that this 
nation bad rifen to a tone of infolence which it 
was neceffary to reduce ; and he informed the 
mini!ler, that the hofl:ilities which were 'con
tinued againfl: the Ilinois '"ere a fufficient ground 
of war ; but before it fhould be declared, every 
preparation ought to be made againfl: an enemy 
who are always in a flate of warfare. 

It was recommended to the Governor by the 
court, to endeavour gradually to promote among 
the favages, by every inducement, a fimilarity 

of 
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of manners to thofe of the French. But this 

project frequent experience had already proved to 

be impracticable Even they who fettled among 
the French adopted neither their manners nor 

their mode of government, and many Fre_nch-
men v;·ho had much intercourfe with the natives, 

aifumed their habits, and followed their erratic 

mode of life. 

The knowledge which the Governor acquired of 

the affairs of Canada, ro which he applied himfelf 

'"·ith much ailiduity during the winter, confirmed 

him in the opinion that the Iroquois would never 

be reconciled to the French; and to avoid the 

~vil of having always fo artful and dangerous an 

enemy, it became a meafure of political neceility, 

"'hatever it might coft, either to extirpate them, 

or at leafl: to humiliate and enfeeble them fo far, 
as to conflrain them to feek and to maintain 

the alliance of the: French. He was alfo con

vinced that there were no other means of .fup

porting the commerce, which there was reafon to 

forefee would be reduced to nothing, if circum

fiances were allowed to remain in the fl:ate in 

which they then were; and that the Iroquois 

alone impeded the propagation of the Chriflian 

religion among the natives. 

193 

To guard New France from an evil which was 1686~ 

not remote, the Marquis Denonville propofed to 

the minifter that a !lone fort, capable of con-

VOL. I. 0 taining 
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taining five hundred men, fhould be confl:rufred 

at Niagara. He reprefented that this poft, thus 
guarded, would abfolutely exclude the Englilh 
from the pa!fage of the lakes, and would place 

the. French in a firuation to prevent the Iroquois 

from carrying furs to the former, much more 

than by the means of Fort Catarocony, and that 

barks might be kept there in the winter, fhel

tered from the winds ; that it would be eafy to 

navigate with freedom on Lake Ontario, "hofe 
extremities would be commanded by the French; 

and the favages, whofe country extends along 

that lake, would have no longer any outlet for 

the produce of the chace, but fuch only as the 

French would chufe to allow them ; that befides, 

as they could not hunt upon their own terri

tories, \vhere there were fcarcely any wild 
animals, and not one beaver, their trade would 

be regulated at the difcretion of rhe former. 

This would vccafion to the E nglifh a yearly lofs 

of four hundred thoufand francs, and as much 
profit to the French. 

He added, that if it was intended that fuc

cours fhould be procured from the allies, during 
a war with the Iroquoi.:, it was abfolut ly ne· 

ce!fary to po!fefs a fiation where they might af

femble, and take refuge in cafe of defeat. In 

fine, it appeared no longer a doubt, that a for

trefs of fuch a defcription, at the very door of 

the 
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the Iroquois' territories, would imprefs them 

'\vith awe and refpeCl:, and would Hop a great 

number of French deferters, who ufually went 

by that route to the Englilh, and ferved them af

terwards as guides to reconnoitre the advanced 

ports of the colony. 

To defray the expences in confhucring and 

rn1.intaining this fort, he propofed that an ex
clufive commerce to be carried on there, fhould 

be formed by fome refpeCl:able perfon. He re
prefented that in time, this farm would produce 

to the King a confideraule revenue, and that it 

would by no means be prejudicial to the inha
bi tants of New France, becaufe all the furs 

which would by this means form the trade of 

• N 1agara, then went to the Engl ifh. 

T he company of merchan ts at Q.~ebec, who 
t raded to the north weft, earneftly wilhed for 

fuch an eftablifhment, and engagf'd. if it was 

ereCted, to furnifh the magazines of Niag:ua with 

all kinds of merchandize, which might be ex
changed for furs; that th ey would take a leafe 

of them for nine years, and pay to the King for 

this privll t ge a yearly rent of thirty thoufand 
livres. 

The General received from the G overnor of 

New York, a letter dated the 29th of May, im

porting that the great quanti ties of provi!ion 

o 2 which 
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which were colleCt:ed at Catarocony, had given 
the Iroquois reafon to think that it was intended 

to declare war againft them ; that this people 
being fubj eB:s of the crown of England, to at. 
tack them would be a manifdr infraCtion of the 
peace which fub fi ft ed between thei r two So
vereigns ; that he had alfo learnt that it was de. 

figned to build a fort at Niagara, and that this 
intelligence had the more furprifed him, be
caufe it ought not to be unknown in Canada, 
that all that country was a dependency of New 
York. 

M. de Denonville replied , that the Iroquois 
dreaded a chafi:ifement, becaufe they were con
fcious of being culpable; that the provifions fent 
to Catarocony ought not to alarm him, as there 
being always a confiderable garrifon in that poft, 

and the opportunities of tranfporting fupplies not 
frequently occurring, it was neceifary wh n they did 
occur, to tranfport large quantities; that England 
was not well grounded in her pretenfions to the 

domain of the Iroquois' territories, and it ought to 
have been known that the Fren '1 haJ poifeflion 

of them before any Englilhman appeared in 
New York; that the two Kings their maflers, 
being then upon friendly terms, it became not 
either of their Lieut nant-G nerals to interrupt 
the tranquillity wh· h prevailed. · 

"\Ve 
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\Ve fhall here give a brief account of th~ B o o K 

manner in which the traffic for furs, already re- ~~ 
pearedly mentioned in the courfe of this work, 161:i6. 

was at th:lt time condutl:ed at Montreal. 

From t\venty to thirty canoes laden with 

beaver furs, nwigated by the Coureurs de Bois, 
arri\·ed at that place from the great lakes. The 

contents of each were forty packets, each 
packet weighing fifty pound , , and being worth 
fifty half crowns at the office of the fanner. 
Thefe canoes were followed by fifty others of 

the Outaouais and Hurons, who annually de
fcended to the colony, there to traffic on more 
advantageous terms th_an they could procure at 

Michilimakinac their native country, fituated on 

the north wefl: borders of lake Huron, and near 

the mouth of lake Michigan, or the lake of the 

Ilinois. They firft encamped at a fmall diflance 
from l\IontreaL The day of their arrival was 
fpent, as well in arranging their canoes, and dif

embarking their furs, as in erecting their huts or 

tents, which were confhuCl:ed with the bark of 
birch-trees. On the day following they fent to 
demand an audience of the Governor-General, 
who ufually granted it without delay, in the 
market-place. Each nation there formed its own 

circle, and the favages being feared on the 
ground with each his pipe in his mouth, and the 

Governor placed in his chair, the orator of one 

o 3 of 
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B o o K of thefe nations expreffed himfelf as follows, in 
~~ the form of a harangue. 

1686. " That he and his brethren were come to vifit 
Ononrhio, and to renew with him at the fame 
time the terms of former amity; that the prin
cipal motive of their voyage was to render them
felves ufeful to the French, among whom they 
found there were fome who poifc:ffed neither the 
means of traffic, nor fufficient flrength of body 
to tranfport merchandize to the extremity of the 
lakes, and who could not therefore procure 
beaver furs, did not he and his brethren defcend 
to trade in the French colonies; that they were 
well acquainted with the fatisfaetion which their 
arrival occafioned to the inhabitants of .Montreal, 
on account of the profits deriYed from them ; 
that thefe furs being of high efiimation in Eu
rope, and on the contrary, the merchandize given 
in exchange for them but of little Yalue, they 
were well inclined to evince to the French the 
defire which they had to provide them with this 
objeCt: of commerce, which was fo ardently pur
fued. That to have the means of fupplying 
more another year, they meant to rake in ex
change fufils, powder and lead, to enable them 
to procure furs in abundance) and to harrafs and 
~nnoy the Iroquois, fhould that nJ.tion be difpofed 
~o attack the French fettlements; and, to give 
;lifuranc~ of maintaining their engagement, they 

prefented 
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prefented a collar of porcelaine, and a quantity B o o K 

of beaver furs to Kite hi Okima *, of whom they ~ 
demanded protection left they fhould be ill t6S6. 

treated in the town." 

Having ended his difcourfe, the orator re
fumed his place and his pipe, whil(l: the inter

preter explained to the Governor the fubjeCt
matter of the addre 1., who anfwered them in 
civil terms more efoecially if the gratuity was of 

value . He alfo in re urn made them a prefent 

of fome trifling articles, after which the favages 

arofe, and returned to their cabins to prepare for 

the barter of their furs. 

On the following day each favage conveyed his 

furs to the merchants, who generally gave a 

better price than was demanded. All the in

habitants had free permiffion to trade, and the 

only articles prohibi ted were wine and brandy, 
becaufe a great part of the favages having beaver 
remaining on hand, after having furni!hed rhem
felves with all the ftores they required, drank to 

excefs, and in a ftate of intoxication murdered 
their flaves. They quarrelled, beat and muti

lated each other, and would infallibly have de
ftroyed a part of their countrymen, had they not 

been reftrained by fuch of their companions as 
detefl:ed that excefs of inebriation. 

• The great Captain, or Governor-General. 

None 
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None of them would accept of gold or filver. 
They went from lhop to fhop with the bow and 
arrows in their hands, and totally in a fl:ate of 

nature. When they had concluded their traffic, 

they took leave of the Governor, and returned 

to their country by the great river of the Outa
ouai;:;. 

Canada fubfified from the pet iod of its origi
nal efiab!ilhmcnt chiefly by the great commerce 
for furs, three-fourths of which \Vere derived 
from people who inhabited the borders of the 
great lakes; but it \Yas afterwards drawn from 
fources far more remote. 

"\Vith a view to regulate this commerce, which 
had for a confiderable period been conduced by 
a numb r of diforderly people ful jeCl: to no re
gulations, alld kno\vfi by the appdiation of 

Coureurs dt Bois, a limited number of \Hitten 

licenfes from the Governor-General were by the 
King direCted to be granted to poor gentlcm~n, 
and to old oHicers burdened with [; mdie~, that 

they might exclufively convey merchandize to 

the lakes. The number was confi. d to twenty
five every year, although many more licenfes 
were granted. It was exFr fsly prohibited on 

pain of death, to all perfons of whatever rank or 
cond"tion, to go thither themfelves, or to employ 
any one on that fervice, without thefe licenfes. 

Each Ecenfe allowed of two larse canoe' loaded 

with 
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with merchandife. They who were thus autho
rifed could either aCt themfelves , or difpofe of 

their privilege to the highefl: bidder. The li
cenfes were ufually efl:imated to be worth fix 
hundred crowns each, and they were generally 

purchafed by the merchants. \. 7hen they were 

once obtained, there was no difficulty in finding 

Co:trcurs de Bois to undertake the long voyages, 

which, if they wilhed to gain a conf1derable pro

fit, it \Vas neceifary to make. The merchants 
placed [ x men in the two canoes fl:ipulated in 

each licenfe, together with the value of a thou

fand crowns in merchandize fuitable for the 

favages, rated and delivered to thefe Coureurs de 

Bais at fifteen per cent. m::)re than the price at 
which it was fold for ready money in the colony. 

This fum of a thoufand crowns brought ufually, 

at a medium, on the return of the voyage, feven 

hundred per cent. of profit, as no fcruple was 

made of impofing on the inexperience of the 

favages. Thus thefe two canoes, which carried 
on! y a thoufand crowns in value, produceci, after 

the barter took place, a fuilicient nurr:l>er of 
beaver fkins to load four canoes. Thefe could 

carry one hundred and fixty packets of beaver 

ik.ins, with forty in each, which were worth f1fty 

crowns, making in all, at the conclufion of the 

voyage, the fum of eight thoufand crowns, which 

was generally difhibuted in the manner follo\v-

m g. 

201 
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ing. The merchant received in beaver the pay .. 
ment of the licenfe, \\ hich wa<; fix hundred 

crowns, and that of the merchandize a thoufand 

crowns. Upon rhe fix thoufand four hundred 

of furplus, they took forty per cent. on the mo
ney advanced for the advenrure, which made two 

thoufand five hundred and flxty crowns. The 

refidue was diYided among the Court.iTS de Bois, 
who certainly well earned the fix hundred crowns, 

or nearly, wh;ch remained to each for the incon

ceivable toils he had undergone. Befides the 

im men fc profits already mentioned, the merchant 

derived twenty-five per cent. on thefe beaver 
fkins, upon carrying them to the office of the 

farmer general, where the prices of four qualities 

of that article were regubted. 

Having thus far noticed the commercial affairs 
of Canada, we lhall advert to thofe of the eccle

fia fl ic~ and of rhe law. A fe·v years before the 

period at which \Ve haYe now arrived, another 

mode than that which has been already men

tioned was taken to fatisf the clergy, to whom 

the Llfl arrangements of the council wi h refpect 

to them did not ap~ ear fufficiently ample. The 

Governor and the Bilhop wi !hed to rec,ulate the 

competen t proportion payable to five hunt!red 

livres for each parilh; but the King, in a letter 

addre!fed to th e former, intimated that it was his 

opinion the plan which had been formed for the 

diftnbution 
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difhibution of the cures, and for their fubfiflence, 

was prejudicial to the interefl:s of the colony, 

where the gre1ter proportion of the inhabitants 

were poor. That in France, the mofl: confider

able benefi,·es exceeded not a hundred crowns, 

and that there was a very great number of cures 

who had no more than a hundred and fifty 

livres, and "" ho neverthelefs lived with decency, 
and perf1)rmed all their funcbons; and what fli ll 

more furprifed him, with regard to this point, 

was, that the Bifhop fh ould have perf uaded the 

priefls that they could not fubfifl on lefs than 

five hundred livres ; on this account it '' ould be 
difficult to retrench their allowances. It was 
further his pleafure that fuch as had four hun

dred livres fhould be allowed no more than that 

fum. 

The clergy were diifatisfied that the tithes 

fhou Id be rated fo low, and made fever a! attempts 

to get them reflored to a thirteenth part of the 

produce; but the fuperior council of ~ebec 

unifor mly oppofed them, and as at length they 

appealed to the council of the King, t his ap

peal produced a decree which effeuually put a 

fiop to their pretenfions on that point. O n the 
other hand, befides the fum of feven thoufand 

fix hundred livres, which the King had ailigned 

as a fup plement to the tithes, his M .1jefty granted 

oQe thoufand feven hundred livres for thofe 

whom 
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B o o K whom their great age or infirmities permitted 
lV . 

.....____, 11ot to ferve their curacies, anJ by a decree, it 
16156• was regulated that this fum fhv uld be divided 

into five portions of three hundred livres each, 

and one of two hundred livres. 
The furplus of the fum of [even thoufand fix 

h undred li res , which fhould remain after its ap

plication towards the increafe of the benefices of 
the clergy, was appropriated fo r building parilh 

churches, the patronage of wh. ch was vefl-ed in 

the bifhop, to the exclufion of the feig ners, who 

had titherto enjoyed it ; and it was ordained by 
the fame decree which regulated this change, 

that all churches fhoul{l be bui lt of f1one. The 

chapter of the cathedral \vas compoLd of a d an, 

a chief finger , an archdeaco n, a prebendary, and 

t\velve canons. The K'ng rcferved to himfelf 
the nomination of the two firlt di,Tnitaries, the 

b·fhop nominated to all the rdt. 

Tbe function: of firfl. prdident, which had 

been allotted to the Inte :1 dant, g<n'e great um

brage to the G w ernor.Gener<.il ; he made repre

fentations w ' hi eh no ,.lltt:ntion \V a- p:~id , and it 
'\vas enjoillcj by 3 d cree of rhe council, that in 

all the a ~1s, and in the minutes of the colonial 

council, the Go 'ernor and the intendanr fho uld 

alfu1TIC no other quality but fuch as immediately 

belon rrbed to thei r office. Several Year after-
' -

' ards four n w coun~ llor , a cl~rk, and thr e 

t 11poral 
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temporal counfellors were created, and the num
ber was efi:ablifhed at twelve members, including 
the bifhop. One was called fenior counfdlor, 
whofe appointments were doubled. Th"y were 
nominated by the court, and their fituation wa 
merely honorary, without any particular func
tions. The Procureur-General and the Re
gifler in Chief were allowed falaries, which were 
extremelv moderate. 

J 

The council wa'l regularly held at the Intend-
am's palace every 1\Ionday, and when it was ne
ceifary to affemble an extraordinary council, the 
Intendant appointed the day and hour of meet
ing. J uflice was there adminiflered according to 
the ordinances of the kingdom, and the coutume 
de Paris. Some regulations were made for this 
council by an ediCt of the King-, which was 
termed in the p1 ovince, the reduc7ion if the ade. 
There afterwards arofe fame difficulries with re
fpect to judgment in caufes of recufation, which 
were likewife explained by an edict, when it was 
decb.red, that, in procedings where officers of 
the council might be interefted, the caufe fhould 
be referred, at the requefl of one of the parties, 
to the Intendant, who, with the judges, whom 
he fhould aifemble for that purpofe, !hould pro
nounce a decifion. The council was alfo au
thorifed to decide on criminal caufes brought be
fore five or more of its members. 

There 

BOOK 
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There were befides in the colony three fubor
dinate jurifdicrions; thofe of Q:_Iebec, Three 
Rivers, and 1\'lontreal. They were compofed of 
a Lieutenant-General, a Lieutenant, and King's 

Advocate. 
A fpirit of litigation, or of reforting to the 

courts of law in differences which arofe refpecr
ing property, began to diffufe irfelf in Canada. 
A praCtice fo hoftile to the profperity of the fettle
m em, \vas howeyer difcountenanced by the Go
vernor, who exP.rted his authority to procure the 
amicable fettlernent of difputes, with fuch fuc
cefs, that the mode of decifion by arbitration 
prevailed for a confiderable period, and the law

yers as well as officers of juftice, deprived of the 

means of fubfifting by their profeilion, laid their 

grievances before the court. The appointment 
of the members of the courts of law was there

fore regulated by a declaration of the King. The 

notarie~, ulhers, and ferjeants, bad alfo wages. 
The adminiftration of jui1ice at l\~ontreal be

longed to the members of the ferninary of Saint 
Sulpicim, in quality of Seignors of the iiland. 
They gave in their refignJ.ri•m to the King on 
condition that the exercife of that power, within 

the precincts of the ferninary, and of their farm 

of Saint Gabriel, fhould frill remain wi(h them, 
together with the perpetual and incommunicable 

privilege of the regifier of royal jufl:ice, which 
ihould 
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fhould be efl:ablilhed in the ifland, and the nomi
nation of the firfl judge. Thefe terms were con
firmed to them by an edict for the creation of 
the new fyfl:em of jufl:ice, but the lafl: article was 
allowed them for once only. Such were the at
tentions of the Sovereign to procure for his fub
jeCls of New France a difl:ribution of jufl:ice no 
lefs prompt than acceffible; and it was on the 
model of the fuperior council of ~ebec that 
thofe of lVIartinique, Saint D omingo, and 
Louifiana, were afterwards efl:ablilhed. 

The Governor-General received an order 
from the court, which would have been more 
efficacious in obviating all the inconveniencies, 
which he wilhed to avoid, and in obliging the 
Iroquois to remain in tranquillity, than the mofl: 
fuccefsful expedition, had both European na
tions on the continent of America been equally 

folicitous to avail themfelves of the advantage. 
This was a treaty of neutrality between the 

EngE!h and French fubjeCls in America, not
withflanding any rupture that might take place 
between their Sovereigns, and the flipulations 

were arranged and the treaty fin ally concluded 
in London, by M. de Barrillon, the French am

ba-Lfador, on the part of his Sove!eign, and the 

Secretary of State for the home department on 

the part of the King of Great Bnrain. 
The 
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The General having, it appears, received all 
the fupplies and reinforcements which he had at 
that time expeCted from France, marched in the 
fummer towards lake Ontario, with two thou
fand Frenchmen and fix hundred favages. But 
the declaration of war was. preceded by a mea
fure which cannot be jufiified by any rule of 
policy. The King, as has already been men
tioned, had intimated to M. de la Barre his de

fire to have fome of the Iroquois for the purpofe 
of manning his gallies. M. de Denonville might 
have fore[een and reprefented the unhappy con
fequences, which an obedience to t at orrer, 
would inevitably prod uce; much le fs ough he 

to have executed it in a manner which cenc.inly 

never was prefcribed to him. The mofl: rigid 

interpretation of that order could be extended 
only to prifoners captured in \Yar. The General, 
however, concei\'ed himfdf j ufiifiable in ufing 

every poffible effort to weaken and intimidate 
barbarians, whofe perfidy, fanguinary cruelty, 
and whole tenor of conduc1, rendered them un
worthy of being treated accord;na- to the efl:a
bli~ed fy fie m of warfare. On thi~ pri 1dple, 
reflecting not that he owed to his own charader 
that regard for jufl:ice, which he might: conceive 
he owed not to the Iroquois, before any decla
ration of war, he affembled at Catarocony, 

7 under 
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under various pretence~, feveral of their prin

cipal chiefs, immediately put them in chains, and 

fent them to ~ebec under a fl:rong efcort, with 

an order for the Commandant to embark them in 

veffels for France, that they might be conduCled 

to the gallies. 

In order to draw the Iroquois into this fnare, 

the General employed two miilionaries, who had 

refided for fome time in their country, and. had 

gained an influence with feveral of their chiefs. 

The one fell into the hands of the Onneyouths, 

by whom he was condemned to the flames, but was 

faved at the moment of execution by a matron who 

adopted him : the other owed his fafety and his n .. 
berty to the great efl:eem and fin cere attachment in 

which he was held by the Onnontagues. On 

the firfi accounts which were received of the event 

which had taken place at Catarocony the ancients 

aifembled, and called the miilionary, whofe name 

was Lamberville, before them ; after having exft 

pofed the faCt: with all the energy of which the 

movements of indignation, conceived to be juft, 
are capable, when he expeded to undergo the 

mofl: terrible effects of the fury :vh ~ch he faw 

painted in their countenances, one of the ancient3 

addreifed him in the following words: 

" There can be no quefl:ion that we are now 

in every refpecr authorifed to treat thee as an 

enemy, but we cannot refolve to do it·. We 
VOL. I. P know 
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B o o K know thee too well not to be perfuaded that thy 

~ heart had no fhare in this treafon, of which thou 

I687. hall: in fome degree been the caufe; and we are 

not fo unjull: as to punifh thee for a crime of 

which we believe thee innocent, which thou ab

horrell: equally wirh us; and we are convinced 

thou feelell: the pangs of dtep difhefs for having 

been made its infl:rument. It is however impro

per that thou fhouldll: remain among us ; every 

one will perhaps not manifefl towards thee that 

clemency which we now !hew, and when once 

our youth have fung the fang of war, they will 

no longer view thee but as a traitor, who hath 

delivered our chiefs into a rude and unworthy 

ftate of bondage; and they will give a loofe to 

the dictates of revenge, from whofe fury we lhall 

be unable to protect thee." 

They obliged him to depart immediately, gave 

him guides to conduct him through unfrequented 

paths, and who were enjoined not to leave him 

until he was out of all danger. The chief Ga

rakarthie, was, doubtlefs, the author of a line of 

conduct at once fo generous and noble. This 

favage was fincerely attached to father Lamber

ville, and the tendernefs and friendfhip which 

-that miffionary ever afterwards cherilhed for him, 

gave reafon to conclude that he confidered him 

as his deliverer. 

Every 
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Every thing was in readinefs to begin the war, B o o 1\.. 
IV. 

\\hen :M. de Denonville declared himfelf in the ~ 
manner which will hereafter appear. His mea- 1687· 

fures were well taken, and if the fuccefs of his 
expedition anfwered not entirely his expeCtations, 
it was more his mh.fortune than his fault. 

The French were for a time encamped on the 
fmall iiland of St. Helen, oppofite to Montreal, 
and .M. de Champigni Noroi, who the preceding 
year had fucceeded M. de Meules in the intend
ance of New France, joined them there with the 
Chevalier de Vaudreuil, who had arrived a little 
time before in the quality of commandant of the 
troops. All being in readinefs, on the 1 Hh of 
June the army began their voyage, in two hun
dred batteaux and as many birch canoes. It was 
compofed of eight hundred and thirty-two regu
lar foldiers, a thoufand Canadians; and three 
hundred favages. 

I 

The perfeCt: harmony which prevailed between 
the Governor-General and the new intendant, 
which was founded on a zeal for the King's fer
vice, had diffufed the fame concotd through the 
troops. On their arrival .at Catarocony they 
halted a fhort time. M. Durantays, who com
manded at Michilimakinac, joined l\1. M. du 
Luth and Tonti at the entrance of the Detroit, 
and accompanied them to Niagara. They had 
fcarcely arrived at that place, when the Sieur de 

P 2 la 
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B o o K la Foret brought them an order from the Go-
IV. vernor-General to rendezvous on the I oth of t.--v 

I687. July at the river des Sables, to the eafiward of 
the bay of the Tfonnonthouans, on the fide of 
Cataro~ony. M. de Denonville marched thither 
himfelf with his army, and by a chance> from 
which the favages failed not to draw a fortunate 
prefage, the whole entered it at the fame time. 
They immediately began to confl:rua, a little 
above the river, a retrenchment of pallifades for 
depofiting the fi:ores. It was finifhed in two 

days, and IVI. d'Orvilliers was left there with 
four hundred men, as a guard, and for the pro

teCtion of the rear of the army. 

From the fort des Sables the army took its 
march by l:lnd; on the 13th, after having paired 
two dangerous defiles, and on their arrival at 

a third, they were vigoroufly attacked by eight 
hundred of the Iroquois. · Two hundred of thefe 
favages, after a difcharge of their pieces, turned 
away to take the army in the rear, whilft the reft 
fhould continue to engage the van. They were 

not more difi:ant than a mufquet fhor from the 

fidl village of the Tfonnonthouans, from whence 
it was apprehended that reinforcements might 
iffue ; the fear of this, joined to a furprife in a 
dangerous fituation> occafioned fa me diforder. 
Many of the allied favages, more accL~1omed 

than the F rench to engagements in the woods, 
ftood 
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fl:ood ~ ith firmnefs, and afforded the troops 

time to rally. The enemy was then preifed on 
every quarter, and feeing their inferiority, dif
banded, to betake themfelves more eafily to 
flight. 

The French in this action had five or fix men 
killed, and about twenty wounded. The Iro
quois had forty-five men killed, and fixty wound
ed. The bodies of the firfl were torn in pieces, 

and eaten by the Outaouais, who made war up
on the dead better than on the living. 

The Hurons, the Iroquois Chriflians of the 
rapids of St. Louis, and of the mountain of 

1\Iontreal, conducted themfelves with much 
bravery. 

At one of the four great villages which com
pofed the canton of the Tfonnonthouans, about 
eight leagues from the fort des Sables, the army 
encamped. It was found totally deferted, and 
was afterwards burnt. After a march of ten 
days in the woods, the army met with none of 
the enemy. They burnt in their progrefs four 
hundred thoufand bufhels of corn, and deflroyed 
an immenfe number of hogs. The General, 
fearing lefl the favages who accompanied his 

march would diiband themfelves, which they 

more than once threatened,· was neceffitated to 
limit his enterprife. 
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M. de Denonville had ever much at heart tho 

confhuCl:ion of a fort at Niagara, and the oppor

tunity which now prefented itfelf for executing 

this defign was too favourable not to be em

braced. The fort was finifhed, and the Cheva

lj~r de la Troye was left there with a hundred 

men for its proteCl:ion. Unfortunately, how

~ver, a malady was foon introduced into the gar

rifon which cut off nearly the whole, and this 

important pofl: was abandoned and defl:royed. 

Before the efbblifhmen t of this pofl:, a refolu

tion fhould have been taken to maintain it, not

withfl:anding the loifes ancl difficulties that might 

occur. From the want of having provided re

fources fufficient for this purpof"e, the French 

expofed themfelves to the contempt of the fa

vages. The difeafe which caufed the lofs of the 

troops, and of the officer who comm:mded them, 

originated not only from the bad fl:ate of their 

provifions, but from the inceifant fatigue whicq 

they underwent from being haraifed by the 

enemy. They were kept blockaded in fuch a 

manner that they could not procure the fmallefl: 

refrefhment either from the chace or from filh

~ng, although the country abounded with animal~ 

;md birds, and the river with excellent filh. 
On the 13th of November the fort of Chambly 

was fuddenly attacked by a large party of Agnier~ 

~~4 
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~nd 1\hhingans. The refi!l:ance which they 

found obliged them to decamp the following 

day, but not before they had burnt fome houfes 

in the neighbourhood, and carried ofF feveral 

prifoners. The bad fuccefs of this expedition, 

and the advice which the Governor of New 

York received, that it was known to the French 

he had been concerned in it, made him afraid of 

a reprifal. The alarm became fo great at Orange, 

that the inhabitants of the country fent to that 

garrifon every thing they had which was of value, 

and a body of twelve hundred favages pafTed the 

winter in the neighbourhood, to cover the town 

from an attack. 

There happened, towards the end of fummer, 

a great mortality in Canada; and it was chiefly 

this which prevented the Governor from execut

ing a projeCt. he had formed of a fecond expedi

tion againfl: the Tfonnonthouans. There was, 

however, another reafon : he could not depend 

upon the favages of the wefl:ern territories, par

ticularly on the Hurons of Michilimakinac; for 

it was difcovered that the latter entertained a. 
fecret correfpondence with the Iroquois, even 

before the 1afl: campaign, although they had ac

quitted themfelves with credit in the aetion, 

The orders which the General at this time re

ceived from the court, not to give the Englifh 

pny fubje.ct of complaint, were to him a fourc~ 

P 4 of 
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of much embarraffment. It was doubtlefs fup

pofed that each party had been equally guarded 

in its conduCt. In governments remote from 
the parent fiate, circumfiances often occur which 

may render it impracricable to comply with par

ticular infiruClions. The will of the Sovereign 

may in fome cafes be anticipated, particularly 

where the general interefis are concerned. It 

cannot therefore be deemed difobedience to adopt 

meafures which the Sovereign him(elf would 

probably recommend, were he acquainted with 

the fituation of events. An unqualified deference 

ought not therefore to be exacted from thofe 

who are entrufied \\ ith difl:ant commands : a 

certain difcretionary power applicable to local 

circumfl:ances is ufually implied, that the general 

interefis of the fl:ate and the honour of the So\'e

reign may be reconcileable with the infiruCtions 
which have been given. 

The Iroquois fent deputies, accompanied by 
five hund1ed warriors, under pretence of an ef
cort, to treat with M. de Denonville. \Vhen they 

had arrived at Catarocony, one of the deputies 
went with fix men into the fort, and demanded 
of the commandant one of his officers to accom
pany them to ·Momreal J\1. d'Orvilliers allowed 

him the Sieur la Parelle, his lieutenant, who, 

having embarked in the canoe with the favages, 

was ptefently furprifed to find himfelf in the 

midft 
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midfl: of five hundred warriors well armed, and n o o K 

was received by them in a manner that gave him ~ 
reafon to apprehend himfelf a prifoner. They x688. 

- conducted him to lake St. Francis, where they 

met another body of Iroquois, equally numerous 

with the firfl:. Both remained at this place, and 
allowed La Parelle to continue his rout to Mon~ 
treal with the deputies only. The Governor
General there gave them an audience imme
diately. The Iroquois orator there expofed, in 
terms highly emphatical, the advantageous 
firuation which his nation enjoyed, the weaknefs 
of the French, and the facility with which the 
cantons could exterminate them, or oblige them 
to abandon Canada. 

'~ For myfeif," added he, " I have always 
efl:ee:r.ed them, and I come to give them of this 

no equivocal proof; for, having learnt the 
defign which our warriors had formed of burn

ing your forts, your houfes, your barns, and 

your grain, to the end, that after having reduced 
you to a !late of famine, they might make their 
own terms with you, I made ufe of all z.ny in

fluence in your favour, and I have obtained per
million to acquaint Ononthio, that he may avoid 
this evil by accepting of peace, on the condi. 
tions propofed by the Governor of New York. 
No more than four days will be allowed for 

your final determination, and if you make a 
longer 
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longer delay, I cannot explain what may be the 
event." 

A difcourfe fo haughty, and a body of twelve 
hundred Iroquois at lake Sr. Francis, from 
whence they could in lefs than two days fall 
upon the ifland of l\iontreaJ, filled every 
mind with awful apprehenfion. From the river 
Sorel to La Prairie de la Magdelene, the inha
bitants could not leave their houfes, without the 

rifque of falling among a party of the enemy. 
The fort of Catarocony was invaded by eight 
hundred Iroquois, who had burnt all the hay 
with flaming arrows, and killed all the cattle. 
Lake Ontario was likewi!e covered ·with canoes 
of the enemy, who to the number of four hun
dred, attacked a barque carrying men and 
provillons. The chief who commanded the 
blockade of Catarocony was uncle to a favage 
prifoner whom the Governor had fent to Onnon
tague. This captain was fenfible of the liberty 
which had been given to his nephew, and his 
gratitude for this aEt carried him fo far as 

to withdraw his troops. Thus the fort was 

delivered at a moment when it was conceived 

impoffible to fave the place. On the eighth of 

June, deputies from the Onnontagues, the On~ 
neyouths, and Goyogouins arrived at Montreal, 
and demanded peace in the name of the whole 
Jtation. The General replied, that he would 

confent 
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c.onfent to peace, upon condition that all his al

lies fhould be comprehended in it ; that the other 

two cantons fhould alfo fend deputies for the 

fame end ; that hofl:ilities fhould ceafe in every 

qu arter, and that he fhould be at full liberty to 

viCtual the fort at Catarocony. 

The condi tions were accepted, and the ex

change of prifoners was regulated without any 

difficulty . 1\'I. de D enonville thereupon wrote 

to the minifl:er, to folicit, that the Iroquois who 

were carried to France, and employed in the 

ga1lies at l\1arfeilles, fhould be fent back to 

Canada. 
A ceifation of hoft ili ties immediately took 

place, the Iroquois confented to leave five hof

tages to in fure the fafet y of the convoy to Cata

rocony, and it was agreed rh at if any ik.irmilhes 

with the allies fhould happen during the nego .. 

ciation, no change fhould be thereby made on the 

conditions already ftipulated, 

Of all the French allies, the only people whom 

~he enemy feared, or defpaired to gain over, 

were the Abenaquis, who on their part, declined 

being included in fillY truce, or treaty of peace. 

;u the time when the Governor was bufied in 

the pacification for Canada they took the field, 

and having advanced to the river Sore!, furprifed 

fome Iroquois and Mahingans, part of whom 

Fhey killed ~ They ~hen pulhed pn tq th~ Englilh 
fettlements, 

• 
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'B o o K fettlements, defiroyed fome of the inhabitants, 

~ and brought away their fcalps. The Iroquois of 

•6H8. the rapids of St. Louis, and of the mountain, were, 

on their fide, occupied in a fimilar manner; but 

they who took meafures more jufl:ifiable, to ren. 

der abortive the conclufion of a treaty, of which 

they feared to become the fidl: viCtims, were the 

{Iurons of Michilimakinac, who were frequently 

and jufl:ly fufpecred of a colluflon with the 

Englifh and Iroquois. 

• 

Kondiaronk, or the Rat, chief of war and 

fenior in council among the Hurons, aged forty 
years, finding himfelf preffed and folicited by M. 
de Denonville to enter into an alliance with him, 

at lafl: confented, upon condition that the war 
Ihould not terminate, but by the total defl:rutlion 

of the Iroqu?is nations. Relying on thefe en. 

gagements, the Rat departed from l\iichilima. 

kinac at the head of a hundred warriors, to in. 

vade the country of the Iroquois, with the in

tention of performing fome brilliant exploit. In 

the mean while, as it was neceffary in this con

juncture of affairs to aft with caution and pru

dence, he judged it proper firfi to go to Fort 

Frontenac or Catarocony. When he arrived at 

that place, he was informed by the Commandant, 

that M. de Denonville was endeavouring to make 

peace with the five nations, whofe ambaffadors 

he expeCted, with hoflages to be conducted to 

Montreal; 
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1\fontreal ; that the treaty, which had already 

been nearly arranged, might be finally con

cluded. He like·wife told the Rat, that, in con

fequence thereof, it w <. expedient he fhould re

turn to 1Ylichilimakinac with all his warriors. 

This favage, aftonifhed at news fo Ettle expected, 

and fo prejudicial to him and to all his nation, 

and forefeeing that he thould be facrificed to the 

interefi:s of the French, replied to the Com

mandant, with an air of indifference, that his re

quell was reafonable. Far~ however, from pur

fuing the counfel which had been given him, 

he went to meet the ambaffadors and. hofi:ages 

of the Iroquois at the cafcades of St. Lawrence, 

about thirty miles above the iiland of Montreal. 

There he remained for five or fix davs, when 
J 

thefe unfortunate deputies, accompanied by forty 

young men, arrived, and were killed or captured 

in difembarking from their canoes. \Vhen the 

captives were bound, this politic favage informed 

them that the French Governor, having advifed 

him to refort thither, to watch for a party of 

warriors who lhould pafs by the way of the caf .. 

cades, he had occupied that pofition. The Iro

quois, !Pocked at the perfidy of which they fup

pofed M. de Denonville had been guilty, related 

to the Rat, the object of their miffiop. The Hu

ron, affuming th€n an air of terrible ferocity, 

began, 
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began, in order the better to play his patt, to 
declaim againfl the conduCt of M. de Denonville, 

aiferting that fooner or later he would avenge 

himfelf for having been made the inflrument, in 
effecting the mofl horrible treafon that ever was 
committed ; and, looking with fixed attention on 

all the prifoners, among whom was the principal 

ambaifador Theganeforehs, he faid, " Go, my 
brethren, I releafe you, and reflore you to your 

country, although we are at war with you. The 

Governor of the French has caufed me to com

mit an aCtion of fuch turpitude, that I £hall never 

hereafter, on that account, enjoy repofe of mind, 
unlefs the five nations exercife a jufl and fuitable 

degree of re,·enge." Nothing more was neceffary 

to perfuade thefe Iroquois of the fincerity of the 
Rat, and they immediately affured him, that, if 
he would confent to enter on terms of peace, 

they fhould be ratified by the five nations. The 

Rat, who on this occafion loft only one man; 

retained, in order to replace him, a ilave of the 

Chaouanon nation, who had been adopted by the 
Iroquois, and having given fufils, powder, and 
ball, to the prifoners, to enable them to return 

to their villages, he took the rout for Michilima

kinac, where h.e prefented to the French Corn· 

mandant the flave whom he brought with him.
He was no fooner delivered over than he was-

condemned 
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condemned to be lhot, becaufe it was not yet n o o K 

known there that l\1. de Denonville was about to ~ 
make peac~ with the Iroquois. 1688. 

In vain did this unhappy flave recount his own 

adventure and that of the ambaffadors. It was 

imagined that the terror of death made him 

fpeak, whil!l: the Rat and his warriors affirmed 

that he raved. Thus was this unhappy wretch 

facrificed, notwithfi:anding all the reafons which 

he urged in his defence. 

On the fame day, the Rat, calling to him an 

old Iroquois flave who had a long time ferved 

him, faid that he was now refolved to give him 

his freedom, and to fend him back to his 

country, to pafs the remainder of his days 

among the people of his nation, and, being an 

ocular witnefs of the treatment which the French 

had !hewn tow4rds his countryman by adoption, 

whom they fhot, notwi[hfianding all he could 

fay to the Commandant in his j ufiification, he 

ought not to fail in reprefenting to them an 

action fo barbarous and unjufi; and that whilfl: 

the French were amufing the cantons with pre

tended negociations, they caufed , their people to 

be captured and put to death. The flave ac

quitted himfelf fo punCtually of• his commiffion, 

that although the Iroquois appeared to be unde

ceived with refpect to the bad faith of the Go ... 
vernor-
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vernor-General, it will hereafter be fhown, that 

they either diifembled, or that a great number 
of the nation was well inclined to feize fo plau

fible a pretext for re-commencing the war. 
It may well be imagined, from the fimation 

in which the affairs of New France had long 

been, that the commerce could be by no means 

flourifhing. For upwards of nine years that it 
had been declared free, the colony had con

fiderably increafed, and by a capitation taken 

this year, its population amounted to eleven 
thoufand two hundred and forty-nine perfons. 
The Englifh participated with the French in the 
commerce of furs, which was the principal caufe 

of the wars in which the latter were fo fre

quently engaged againfl: the Iroquois, becaufe 

the former could not procure furs of the moft 
valuable quality which are drawn from the 
quarters of the north, but by means of thefe fa

vages, with whom the French would not be re
conciled, without cutting off from them that 
profitable fource. 

The efiablifhment of a fifhery was attempted 
this year in the vicinity of the river Matane, 
which empties itfelf into the Saint Lawrence, 

and whofe mouth was found capable of receiving 
lhips of two hundred tons. All the fouth coaft 

of this part of the St. Lawrence, for the fpace of 
*2 twenty 
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twentyleagues, abounds in cod fifh, though infe. 

rior in fize and quality to thofe caught on the 

banks of Newfoundland. Great quantities of 

whales and porpuifes alfo frequent this immenfe 
river, and from thefe as well as from the falmon 

filheries very confiderable profits were afterwards 
derived. 

In the end of May M. de Denonville received 
orders to return to Europe, to be employed in 
the army of the King of France, there being an 
immediate profpeet of a rupture on that conti

nent. At the fame time the Count de Fronte

nac, who had before governed New France, was 

declared his fucceifor. 

The Marquis de Denonville entertaineci a fin
cere wilh to promote the welfare of the colony, 
and an ardent zeal for the interefl:s of the fervice 
of his Sovereign. He omitted nothing in his 

power that could contribute to the one or to the 
other. His ideas for the improvement of Canada 
were extenfive and well founded. During his 
adminifl:ration perfeCt concord exifl:ed between 
all who participated in the government, a cir

cumfl:ance which had never taken place before, 
although eifential to the tranquillity of the inha

bitants, and to the public good. 

He was however at times deficient in aB:ivity 
and vigour. He took nor much pains to invefl:i
gate the charaB:er of thofe who approached 

VOL. I . Q_ him, 
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him, and fometimes abandoned plans, the execu
tion of which he had begun. His confidence 
was frequently abufed by thofe whom he con
fulted, who had no other objeB: in view but their 

particular interefl:s. Of unfufpeB:ing integrity, 
he relied too much on the opinions of thofe who 

furrounded him, and reflefted not that interefl:, 

ambition, and avarice, paffions too powerful to 
1 
fubmit to the reftraint of confcience or of ho

nour, uniformly endeavour to aifume the mafk 

of virtue. 
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lrruptim and Devn.ftation by the Iroquoir, in the ljland of 
Montreni.-Return of the Count de Frontenac to Ca

nnda.-Conference of lroqzris Deputies at ~tebec.
.Attack and Pillage of Cor/aY.- Of Sementels.-Oj 
Ktljkebe.-Cotzvoy for Michilimakiuac attacked by a 

Party of the lroquois.-.Arriqm in Safety at its D1li
nation.-Caufts a Change in the Difprjition of the French 
Alliu.-Defcent of the lroquois on the Vicinity of the 
!Jland of Montreal.-Sir William Phipps Jails jYom 
Bqfton with an Armament for the Reduflion of ~ubec. 
-Attempt on that Place.-Failure.-Return of the 
Engi!Jh Fleet.-lroquoiJ attack the Fort if La Prairie 
de la lvlagdelaine.-Objlinate Courage and Rejolution of 
thofe Savages.-Mante/'1 Expedition agai'!ft their Na
tion. 

T HE !late of weaknefs to which New France 
had now fallen, and a projeCt: which had 

been concerted at Paris for the reduB:ion of 
New York, required that the perfon who !hould 
be placed in the direuion of affairs i. Canada, 
fhould poffefs commanding manners, firmnefs of 
charaaer, experience in the mode of carrying on 
war~ knowledge of the country, and of the ha
bitudes and difpofition of the favages. Thofc 
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qualities were combined in the Count de Fron
tenac, and there was reafon to hope that, with 
the genius which he poifeffed, he would profit 
from his former errors, and the unhappinefs 
which they caufed him, fo far as to moderate his 
paffions, and to conduCt ~::.nfelf upon other prin

ciples than the fuggellions of his prejudices or 
qiflikes. 

The Count de Frontenac and the Chevalier 
de Callieres arrived at ~ebec on the 12th of 
OB:ober, and at Montreal on the 27th. They 
there found M. M. de Denonville and Champig
ny in a fl:ate of much embarraifment. 

The lroquois made an incurfion into the 
colony when M. de Denonville expetled not fuch 
a vifit, having had the precaution to fignify to 

that people that he fo greatly difapproved of the 
treafon of the Rat, that he would order him to 
be hanged, fhould he fall into his hands. He 
therefore every day awaited the arrival of ten or 

twelve deputies to conclude terms of peace. 
After the lapfe of a ihort time they indeed ar
rived, but in a much greater number, and with a 
defign different from that of which the General 
had conceived the hope. They difembarked at 
the end of the ifiand to the number of twelve 
hundred warriors, who burnt and pillaged all the 
habitations. They made a horrid maifacre of 
men, women, and ,hildren : the confl:ernation 

became 
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became general ; for thefe barbarians had ap

proached within three leagues of the town. They 

blockaded two forts, after having burnt the fur

rounding houfes. A detachment of one hundred 

foldiers and fifty favc.ges who had been fent after 

them, were nearly all taken or cut in pieces. 

The Iroquois fpread defolation over almofl: the 

whole ifland, and loft only three of their people, 

one of whom was brought prifoner to the town, 

and declared to the Governor, that the political 

fl:roke of the Rat was irreparable, the Iroquois 

nations being fo deeply impreffed with the atro· 

city of this outrage, that it would be impoili ble 

foon to bring them to reafon; and that, fo far 

from condemning the conduct of this Huron, 

they were ready to enter into a treaty with him, 

becaufe he had effetted with his party no more 

than what a good warrior and a fl:eady, ally 

ought to have atchieved. 

No fooner had the barbarians comp.!eted, as 

far as they thought prudent, their work of de. 

firuflion and flaughter, than they embarked for 

their native country, charged with the plunder 

they had made, and with two hundred prifoners, 

finding no oppofition to their retreat. This dif

aftrous incurfion filled the minds of the inhabi

tants with aftonifhment, and afforded ample 

matter for refieClion. 

The 
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The forts of Niagara and Catarocony were in 

confe'1uence abandoned and blown up, anc two 

veifels built for the purpofe of navigating Lke 

Ontario were burnt. 

This year was however not equally unfortu

nate for every part of Canada. Whilfl: the Iro

quois carried their ravages into the centre of the 

colony, M. d'Iberville and his brothers fupported 

in the north the honour of the French, and the 

Abinaquis avenged, at the expence of the Eng

]ifh, all the mifchief which had been done by 
their allies. 

M. de Siegnelay informed the Count de Fron

tenac and 1\I. de Champigny, th2t the great efforts 

which the King was neceffirated to make in op

pofition to all the European powers united againfl 

France, wou_ld not permit him to fend to Ame

rica the reinforcements which had been demand

ed, nor to entertain for the prefent the thoughts 

of an enterprife in that quarter; and t~at a 

vigilant defence appeared to him more adnn

tageous . for his fervice, and for the fafety of the 

colony. That it \Vas, a~ove aH, neceifary to 

re-unite rhe inhabitants in vilbge.s , in order to 

proteCt: them againfl: the favages; and, in fine, 

that the G eneral might ufe with effec1, in order 

to conclude a folid and honourable peace, the 

credit which he had acquired among the Iro-

quors 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

quois, and the conciliatory circumfl:ance of B o o K 

refl:oring them their countrymen who had re-~ 
turned from France. 1689. 

\Vhilfl: in Canada, the government could not 
comprehend why rhe court !hould find J.ny diffi
culty in making an effort againfl the Engli{h; the 
council of the K.:ng were equally furprifed, that 

the inhabitants of New France fhould refufe to 

change their place of habitation, and purfue in 
their arrangement a fyflem which was conceived 

not to be attended with much inconvenience, 

and which was abfolutely conneCted with their 
prefervation. The one faw nothing more im
portant for the fervice, than to deliver the colony 
from troublefome neighbours ; the other judging 

of Canada by the provinces of the kingdom, 

could not conceive that there could be any ob
fiacle to the changes propofed. Thus events 
only that more immediately interefl:, appear ne

ceffary, and that which is praB:ifed and efiablifh
ed in one fituation, appears to be every where 

praCticable. It is howtvcr certain, that what 
was exacted from the inhabitants of Canada was 

much lefs eafy to be put in execurion, than it 
appeared to the minifter by whom it was re
quired. 

The Count de Frontenac entertained no doubt

ful expeB:ation that he fhould be able to concili

ate the refpefl: of the lroquois. His hope was 
Q_-4 chitBy 
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chiefly founded on the marks of efleem for his 
perfon which had been manifefl:ed by that people 
during his former refi dence in Canada ; and he 
fuppofed, that in making a voyage up the coun
try together with a great number of their chiefs, 
whofe chains he had broken, he wou!d regain 
their former fe ntiments of refpecr. He was at 
leafl: af.fured of having engaged in his interefr 
a brave Goyogouin captain named Oureouhare, 
the mofi accredited of all thofe who m he had 
led back from F rance, and to whom he had paid 
great attention during the voyage. H e cond ucred 
him to Montreal, where, having fo und an Iro
quois ambaffador called Gagniogatow, who had 
made fome infoleflt propofitions to l\1. de Denon
vi lle, Oureouhare adviferl him to fend back 
with him four of the companio2s of hi~ chains, 
to announce to the cantons the return of their 
chiefs. 

The Count followed this counfel. Oureou
hare reco mmended it to thefe ceFuties to neglect 
nothing which could engage the cantons to fend 
an embaffy to their ancient father, in reprefent
ing to them that they could not difoenfe with 
fending to felicitate him on his happy return, and 
to thank hi m fo r the kindncfs which he had 
iliewn to their brethren. He charged them fur-

u 

th er to airure the nat ions , that they \vould expe-
rience from this Ge neral much tendernefs and 

efleem; 
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efl:eem ; and to decbre p1rticularly to his own 
canton, that he would not return home if they 
came not to aik him back from Ononthio, whom 
he \Vas refol ved not to leave without his full 
confent. 

The deputies acquitted themfelves perfetlly 
weJ of their commiffion. On their arrival, the 
cantons aifcm bled, deliberated on their anf\ver, 
and fent ic by the fame ambaffadors, who arriYed 
at I\Iontreal on the fixth of March. They found 
there neither M. de Frontenac: nor Oureouhare, 
who had returned to ~ebec. The deputies 
were therefore fem to that place. They were 
charged with fix belts of porcelain; the firfl 
marked the fubjec:t of their delay, caufed by the 
arrival of the Outaouais during winter; the fe
cond collar teilified the joy of the five nations, 
and of the Dutch their allies, to learn the return 
of Oreouhare, \vhom they called General of all 
the Iroquois. The third collar fuggefl:ed what 
was to be faid by Onontae in the names of the 
five cantons, demanding the immediate return of 
O reouhare, and that he fhould be accompanied 
by all the Iroquois who were prifoners among 
the French, proteHing at the fame time that they 
would not give up any of the French who were 
in their hands, until Oreouhare fhould return 
and give orders for their difpofal. The fourth 

and 
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and fifth were addrefTed to Ononthio in the 
following words : 

" You fay that you wifu to eflablilh the tree 
of peace which you had planted in your fort of 
Frontenac, but are you ignorant that the roots of 
that tree are with~red by the blood which has 
there been fpilt ? The places where the council 
was held are yet crimfoned with blood. That 
ground, where we were feizea as prifoners, while 
inve!l:ed with pacific rniflions, and placing confi
dence in the honour of your nation, is polluted 
by treachery and falfehood. The territory of the 
Tfonnonthouans, the large!l: of our villages, is de
folated by the rav:1ges of the French. Atone for 
all rhofe evils, and you iliall be at liberty to plant 
the tree of peace any where but in that Gruarion. 

" You have with feverity chafl:ifed your chil
dren; your rods of correcti n haYc been too 
heavy, and too cutting. After this treatment, 
judge if I ought i1ill to have fpiril ? I alfure you, 
my father, that I, Ononrae, a:n ma!1er of all 
the French pri foners. :ivLtl-e fmooth the path 
from Galette, or fro.n Chambly. Teganilforens, 
your favourite chief of our nati.Jn, fhall there 
come to meet you : you may be accompanied 
thither by as many attendants as you pleafe, 
and I .fhall leaJ with me an equal number." 

\. 

The 
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The fixth collar intimated, that there w1 a B o o K 

party of IroCiu:)i' in the country, and to ;!ffure -.._:~ 
tl-.e French, that if they made any prifoners they 169~. 

fhould be \\ dl treated, and praying, that if any of 

the lroquoi' were captured, they might be pre-

ferved; •dding alfo reproaches to the conduB: 

of the French for having killed twelve of their 

nation, for which, at the fame time, they can-

didly owned that they had eaten fome Ftench-

men . 

...L~S foon as the navigation of the rivers was 

open, the Geneial acquainted the deputies that 

they might remrn, and Oureouhan:! put into 

their hands eight belts, '"·hich explained to them 

that the Count de Frontenac would enter into 

no treaty that Ihould not be refpecred. 

The belts implied, that Oureouhare wifhed the 

cantons to wipe away their tears, and to forget 

what was paifc:d ; that he learnt with pleafure a 

promife which the Outaouais had given, to re

fiore to the Tfonnonthouans all the prifoners 

they had made from that canton : that he was 

fiill more gratified with the refolution which his 

brethren had taken, to fave the lives of the 

French who had fallen into their hands, and that 

Ononthio had promifed to aB: in the fame man

ner, until he received from the five cantons an 

anfwer to the conditions he had offered: that 

with refpetl to his own fituation, he thanked 

5 iliem 
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them for the anxiety they had expreifed for him, 
but that this affection feemed to have grown 
weaker, they having not yet fent one of the chiefs 
in fearch of him as he had requefied : that he 
conjured them to lhew him, as foon as poffible, 
this mark of attachment, that they might be con
vinced of the good will of their father Ononthio 

for the whole nation, and of the kind treatment 

which they lhould at all times experience. That 
it was at his inll:ance that his father had allowed 

an officer to accompany the deputies, to exhort 
the nation not to liflen to the Dutch, who had 
infpired them with falfe idezs ; not to interfere 
with the concerns which Orange and rvianhatti 
might have with the French, and to take no um

brage at the meafures which might be adopted 
to chafi.ife their neighbours, \vho had ihaken off 
allegiance to their lawful Sovereign, whofe inte

refis the King of France had efpoufed. That he 
wiihed they would confider the french as their 
brethren. That he would no longer feparate 
himfelf from his father 0 ,onthio. That he 

would not return to his canton, although he had 

ample liberty of choice, if they came not to re
quefl: him in the manner which he had pointed 

out. That they might depart in fafety to 1\fon
trcal, and be fatisfied that the word he had given 

would not be difa,·owed, and that their confi
dence fhould not be ;!bufed. 

The 
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The officer who accompanied the deputies was 

the Chevalier d'Eau, who was firil: fent to On

nontague, to teil:ify a particular refpecr for this 

canton, which the Governor courted more than 

any of the others, and to gain better information 

of what might be going forward. The conqueil: of 

Corlar, of which accounts had now arrived, and 

the return of thofe employed on this expedition, 

gave the Governor reafon to affume a higher 

tone with the Iroquois, and he by this means 

lowered their haughtinefs. 

The northern allies of the French had long 

entertained an ardent wilh to connect themfelves 

with the Englifu in commerce, by the interven

tion of the cantons, as the articles of the latter 

were afforded at a much cheaper rate than thofe 

of the French. It had been the prevalent policy 

to endeavour to keep thofe nations at war with. 

the Iroquois, in order to interrupt the commu

nication through their country. But intereil:, 

whofe influence over the human mind is ever 

powerful, foon taught the favages of the north 

the advantage of entering ir.to an alliance with 

the Iroquois. 

The Outaouais fent ambafi"adors to the can. 

tons, together with the prifoners whom they had 

captured in war. Some oppofition to this pro

ceeding having been made by the Fren~h agents 

and miffionaries, they were anfwered by the fa-

vages, 
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vages, that too great reliance had already been 
placed on tLe proteCtion of the Governor-General. 

They added that they fuppofed Frenchmen ro 
have been warriors; but experience had evinced 
that they were much inferior to the Iroquois. It 

wa& not then furprifing thty loil: much timt: in 
doing nothing; the confcioufnefs of their own 
imbecility refl:rained them. After having wit
neifed with what tamenefs they allowed them. 
felves to be ma!facred in the i11and of l\1ontreal, 
it was evident they were in a fituation to afford 
no ailifl:ance. Their proteCtion \Vas therefore 
not only become ufelefs, but prejudicial, by the 
engagements into which the Our;:ouais had been 
unprofitably drawn. Their weaknefs and defi. 
ciency in courage appeared in a flill more con. 
fpicuous manner at Tfonnonthouan, where, fur

prifed at the rdiftance of the enemy, they were 
fatisfied with making war upon the corn, the 
huts, and canoes; and fince that period they had 
not prefumed to make a further attempt, except 
that of procuring peace by every fpecies of un

worthy expedient and intrigue. They had not 
even the courage to defend themfelves when at
tacked ; and, contrary to all the examples which 

experience had afforded to under.eive them, they 
obfl:inately hoped for an accommodation, con

ceiving it a lefs evil to fubmit to the imperious 
dicrates of an infolent enemy, than again to 

renew 
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renew the combat. Their alliance was not lefs B o o K 

injurious on account of their commerce, than on 
account of their wars. They had deprived the 

Outaouais of traffic with the Englilh, much more 
advantageous than their own, and this againfl: all 

the laws of proteCl:ion, which confifl: in maintain
ing freedom of commerce. Befides, thefe pre

tended proteCtors let fall upon their allies the 

whole weight of the war, whilft, by a conduCt 

replete with duplicity, they were endeavouring to 
fuelter themfelves under a dilhonourable treaty. 
In a word, whoever lhould be made acquainted 
with the fituation of their affc1i rs, would rather 
fuppofe the allies to be the proteCtors of th~ 

French, than a people protetled by the power of 
that nation. 

M. de Frontenac found it neceffary, in order 
to re-e!l:ablifh the charaCter of the F rench in the 
opinion of the favages, to form fome plan of 

giving to the Englilh fufficien t occupation in 
their own territories. 

This appeared the only means of refiraini.:1g 

the incurfions of the I roquois, and of rendering 

them more reafonable, by making them fenfible 
that they ought not to place too great a reliance 

on the affifl:ance of the Governor of N ew York. 
Thus, the native allies of the F rench, feein g a 

defenfive war which was badly fu fla ined, con
verted into a vigorous at tack, wou ld refume 

their 
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their former feutiments of elleem for the French 

nation, or would at Ieafl: be convinced that an 

alliance with the enemies of that people would 

occafion the fame misfortunes, which by a repa

ration from them they were endeavouring to 

avoid, and might perhaps unite them more clofely 

than ever to the caufe of the French. 

M. de Frontenac having arranged the general 

outlines of his plan, fent to acquaint M. Duran

taye, who commanded at l'vlichilimakinac, that 

he might affure the Hurons and the Outaouais, 

that in a !hart time they would find a confider

able alteration in affairs. He prepared a large 

convoy to reinforce that poft, and took meafures 

for raifing three parties of men, for the purpofe 

of invading, by different avenues, the fettlements 

of the Englifh. The firft was formed at Mon. 

treal, compofed of a hundred and ten men, 

commanded by M. d' Aillebout de Mantel, a 

lieutenant. This party was defl:ined for New 

Y ark, but the choice of the pofl:s which they 

ihould attack was left to the officers, and they 

did not think proper to arrange this point until 

they were ready to enter the enemy's country. 

It was propofed to attack Orange, but the de

tachments being averfe to that enterprife on ac

count of the difficulties which were likely to 

attend it, M. de l\lantel fuggefl:ed an attempt 

upon Corlar. It was towards evening when this 

body 
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body arrived within two leagues of that place, 
which a Canadian with nine favages was detached 
to reconnoitre. They found the inhabitants 
unguarded, and without being perceived, they 
rejoined the party of the French. On account 
of the exceffive cold, an immediate attack was 
refolved on. Corlar had at that time the figure 
of a parallelogram, and had only two gates. 
The one was on the outlet leading to Orange, 
which was fix leagues difl:ant, the other towards 
the road on which the French were advancing. 
They found the gates open, and marched into 
the town without refifi:ance. As foon as they 
entered, the favages and French fet up the cry 
of war, the fignal agreed upon for their joining 
in one body. Mantel attacked a fort, where he 
found the people nnder arms, and met with 
fome refifl:ance, but a palf1ge being at length 
forced into it, the defendants were put to the 
fword, and the fort was reduced to allies. Little 
refi!lance was encountered elfewhere, and every 
houfe was pillaged and burn t. 

The French were too near to Orange to re
main long in poifeffion of the ru ins of Corlar ; 

they therefo~e decamped at noon on the follow"" 
ing day. The booty they had acquired, an offi
cer who had been wounded, and whom they were 
Gbliged to carry, the prifoners amounting to 
forty, and the want of provifions, again!l which 

VOL. le . R. they 
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they had neglecred fufficiently to guard, retarded 

much the retreat. Many would have perilhed 

through hunger, had they not found a refource 

by living upon horfe-flelh. The number of horfes 

which amounted originally to fifty, was reduced 

to fix, on their arrival ar Montreal. The extre

mity of want obliged them to feparate, when 

fome of the parties were attacked, by which they 

fuflained a lofs of three favages and fixteen 

Frenchmen. 
The Algonquins and Abenaquis had lately 

returned from Acadia, where they had diflin. 

guifhed themfelves in an expedition which was 

attended with fuccefs. The other two parties, 

deClined for feparate enterprifes, were raifed in 

the governments of Three Rivers and ~ebec ; 

the General thinking by this means to create in 

the parties an emulation which fails not of being 

produClive of good effeCls, when the efforts are 

feparately direCled, and when every circumfl:ance 

which might create jealoufy is feduloufly a
voided. 

The difl:rifr of Three Rivers was at that time 

but thinly peopled, being unable to afford for 
the expedition more than fifty men, including 

five Algonquins and twenty Sokak.is. This little 

party, which WJS headed by the Sieur Hertel, 

marched from the town on the 28th of January, 

went by land to the fouthward, leaving lake 

Champlain 
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Champlain upon its lefr, turned to the eafl'"'ard, 
and, after a long and difficult march, arrived on 

the 27ch of March near an Englifh village called 

Sementels, which had been previoully reconnoi

tered by the fcouts. M. Hertel divided his 
company into three bands. The fir(l:, cornpofed 
of fifteen men, had orders to attack a large for

tified houfe ; the fecond, which contained only 

eleven men, was to attack a pallifadoed fort hav .. 

ing four baflions; the third, which he com

manded in perfon, was deftined to attempt a 

larger fort in which fome cannon were mounted. 
The feveral parts were executed with conduct 

and valour. The enemy, who were unprepared, 

were obliged to furrender, after a confiderable 

number were cut in pieces. The village was pil
laged and defhoyed. The pany of French in 
their retreat were attacked by fome Englifh who 

had come from a neighbouring town, but an ad
vantageous pofl which they had taken near a 

bridge enabled them to efcape. 
M. Hertellearnt on his way to ~ebec, that a 

party of men from thence, commanded by M. 

Portneuf, was about the difiaru:e of two days' 

journey from him. This body, which confified 

of the company of M. de Manneval, governor 

of Acadia, reinforced by fame Canadians and 
fixty Abenaquis from the falts of Chaudiere, de

parted from Q2ebec about the fame time that M. 
R. 2 Hertel 
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Hertel had left Three Rivers. Their flock of 

provifions was extremely circumfcribed, becaufe 

a fcarcity prevailed this year throughout the 

whole colony, and obliged them to truft to the 

chace on their march. It was towards the middle 

of May before they arrived at a village of the 

Abinaqui~, where Portneuf had ex'Ped:ed to in

creafe his number of men, but he found it defl:i

tute of inhabitants. On marching further, he 

difcovered another village of the fame nation, 
fituated on the borders of Kinnebequi: he learnt 

that warriors had a fhort time before been there 
on their return from an incurfion into the Eng

li!h fettlements. He met with them, and per
fuaded them together with other favages to 

accompany him, and on the twenty-fifch he en

camped four leagues from Kafkebe, which he bad 

refolved to attack. This was a fortified village 
upon the fea-coafl-, containing fome pieces of 
cannon, with ammunirion and provifions. Four 
favages and two Frenchmen placed themfelves, 
at night, in ambufcade near the fort, and an 
Englifhman falling into their hands at dawn of 
day, was killed. The fa vages afterwards fent 

forth their cry of war, and towards noon fifty 
men of rhe garrifon advanced in good order to
wards the fpot from \vhence they conceived the 

cry had proceeded. They were almofl: upon It 

without having perceiv d any traces of the 

enemy. 
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enemy. The French, who beheld their approach, 
difcharged their pieces at the diflance of ten 
paces, and without giving them time to recover, 
fell upon them with their fwords and hatchets, 
and profiting by the diforder into which two 
attacks fo fudden and briik had thrown them, 
killed and took prifoners the whole number ex
cepting four, who efcaped into the fort. In the 
mean time l\1. Hertel with his party joined M. 
Portneuf. On the nights of the 26th and 27th 
of May they encamped on the fea-coa£1:, fifty 
paces diflant from the place, covering themfelves 
with a fl:rong breafl-work of earth. The trenches 
were began on the following night : the Cana
dians as well as the favages were ignorant of this 
mode of attack; but perfeverance, and an ardent 
defire of fuccefs, fupplied the want of fkill. 
They found in fome fmall forts which had been 
abandoned, many neceffary utenfils for removing 
the earth; and the advances became fo rapid on 
the 28th, that the befieged demanded a parley, 
and on the following day furrendered thernfelves 
prifoners of war. 

To regain the confidence of their allies, it was 
neceffary that the French fhotJld not only re
dl:ablifh the reputation of their arms, but place 
thofe favage nations in a fl:ate to be independent 
of the commerce of the Englifh, and beyond the 
dread of the hofl:ile efforts of the Iroquois. A 
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large convoy was therefore fent to Michilimaki
nac, under the conduct of the Sieur de la Porte 
Louvigny, accompanied by Nicholas Perrot. 
The latter was charged with prefents from the 
Governor· General for the favages, and the for
mer was to be ftationed at Michilimakinac in 
quality of commandant. 

M. Durantaye, whom he fuperfeded, had, by 
his prudence and firmnefs, preferved to his fove .. 
reign all the mofl: adv·~nced pon:s, in times the 
mofl: perilous and diffi cult, and lived there with 
the greaten: difinterefl:ednefs. His recal was 
fuppofed to have been occafioned from his being 
on a friendly footing with the miilionaries; and 
it was certain, that this unanimity which was 
thought by the late Governor-General fo etfential 
to the public fervice, was not agreeable to l\ti. de 
Frontenac. On the other hand, merit and vir
tue when they become confpicuous, fail not to 
attraCt the envy of many, who would take every 
opportunity of ruining thole, the fplendor of 
whofe qualities throw them in the fhade. Such 
charaClers were not wanting in the cafe of M. 
Durantaye ; and they conveyed falfe impreffions 
into the mind of the Governor, already too fuf .. 
ceptihle of prejudices. 

The convoy which 1\I. de Louvigny was con
duCting, was accompanied by a hundred and 
forty-three Frenchmen. Six favages alfo em

barked 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

barked with them, and they were efcorted part of 

the way by a guard of thirty men. They de

parted on the 22d of lYiay, and on the following 

day difcovered two canoes of the Iroquois in a 

place called the Chats. M. Louvigny fuppofed 

they were not alone, and thirty men were de

tached in three canoes, and fixty men by land to 

furround the enemv. The firfl: fell into an am-
' 

bufcade, and fufl:ained a clofe fire ; the Iroquois, 

who were concealed, taking their aim with fuch 

certainty, that nearly the whole were wounded. 

At length Louvigny landed with fifty men, 

and charged the enemy fo powerfully and rapidly 

that thirty lroquois were killed, many wounded, 

and feveral taken, and the remainder with diffi

culty made their efcape in their canoes, which 

amounted to thirteen. The defeat of this party 

was afterwards produEtive of good effeCts. The 

convoy arrived at Michilimakinac at the time 

when the amba!fadors of the French allies were 

on the eve of taking their departure to conclude 

a treaty with the Iroquois. 

But when they were made acquainted with the 

fucce!fes of the French, faw the fi:rength of the 

convoy, and the great quantity of prefenrs and 

merchandife which had been conveyed thither, 

they became more fl:rongly attached to rh.:- French 

interefl:s, and delayed not to give proofs of their 

fincerity. A hundred and ten canoes, carrymg 

R 4 furs 
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condufled by more than three hundred favages 

from all the northern nations, departed a little 

time after for Montreal, where they found the 

Count de Frontenac, who had come thither to 

be in readinefs to defend that government, which 

was threatened with an in vafion • 

.A party of Iroquois having defcended to 1\ion

treal by the river La Priere, were difcovered by 

an inhabitant who g:tve advice of this circum

fiance to the Sieur Colombet, a reduced lieu

tenant. This officer colleeted twenty-five men, 

and went in fearch of the enemy, who were fu
perior in number, and charged the French with 
great refolution. Colombet and great part of 
his men were killed, and the Iroquois loft twenty

five men. Some days before, another troop of 

favages had carried off fixteen people, confifl:ing 

chiefly of women and children, from the borders 

of the river Becancourt. They were purfued, 

and the barbarians, with a view to be unembar

raffed in their flight, maifacred all their pri
foners. 

On the 29th of Augufl: the Chevalier de Cler
mont, who was ordered to afcend the river Sorel 

to obferve the enemy, arrived at Montreal, and 
reported that he had feen a great number of 

warriors on lake Champlain, and that he had 

even been purfued as far as Chambly. Signals 

were 
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were immediately made to affe mble the troops 

and militia. 1 he Count de Frontenac wenr to 

La Prairie de la 1\lagdeleine, \ hich he had af

figned as a rendezvou , and the whole of the 

favages aflembled there, having not even left at 

1\'Iontrcal a ouard on their mcrchandife. 

Louis Ather1hala, one of the moll confiderable 

chiefs of the rapids of Sr. L ouis, made a fpeech 

in the name of the Iroquois Chrifl:ians. He af

terwards addreffed himfelf to the OutaoL'ais, and 

informed them that he was infhuB:ed concerning 

all their negociations with the cantons, and was 

not ignorant that they had now renounced them. 

But that upon this point there fl:ill remained 

fame fhadow of difl:rufl:, and he folicited them to 

declare briefly the rea!ons which had induced 

them to treat thus with the enemy, without the 

participation of their father, and what was their 

prefent difpofition with regard to the Frtnch. 

" It is true," replied the Outaouaifian orator, 

" that we had refl:ored to the Iroquois fome 

flaves, and have promifed to fend them more; 

but attend to the conduB: which has been held 

towards us, and you will then judge if we are in 

the wrong. After having engaged us in war, 

they obliged us to a ceffation of hofiilities ; and 

again to take up the hatchet , without infl:ruB:ing 

us of the caufe. We corn prthended none of 

thefe variations in meafures, and we were alfo 
afionilhed 
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all:onifhed at the little vigour with which the war 
was fufhined. At length, fearing that the French, 
fufficiently embarraffed by defending rllemfelves, 
would fuffer us to be overpowered, without hav
ing the means of relieving us, we thought it time 
to confult for our fafety. We have fent mef
fages, and have received anfwers ; but the nego
ciation was incomplete. The firft of our ambaf. 
fadors died among the Tfonnonthouans ; the 
others returned to Michilimakinac without having 
concluded any terms. In this crifis of affairs 
we heard of the return of our ancient father, and 

no fooner did he announce to us his pleafure, 
than we rejecred every thought of accommoda
tion with the Iroquois, and are come to receive 
further infhuetions concerning his future inren. 

tions." 
When he had ceafed to fpeak, the Huron 

orator arofe, and faid, for his part he had never 
departed from the alliance of the French, nor 
from the obedience which he owed to his father, 
to whom he was refoh·ed, whate\·er might hap
pen, to remain al\\·ays faithful. The General 

then broke up the conference, lefl it fhould de
generate into altercation, and told the alfembly, 

that as foon as he had repelled the enemy far off 

the lands, each might return to his houfe. 
A party of the Iroquois fell upon a quarter 

named la Souche, about a quarter of a league 
U difiant 
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diflant from the fpot \\here the army were en· 

camped. They there found inhabitants and fol

diers cutting do\vn corn, and at iome dtfbnce 
from eac:h other, although they had been warned 

to remain ever on their guard, and within reach 

of mutual aid. The greater part were without 

arms, and the commandant of the qu1rter 

neglecred the precaution of placing fentinels. 

Some neverthelefs defended themfelves well, and 

the Iroquois loft fix men. On the fide of the 

French, ten foldiers, eleven inhabitants, and four 

women were taken or killed. The horned 

cattle were ddl:royed, and the houfes and the 

hay burnt, after \\hi eh the enemy retired into 

the woods. 

The day on which the adventure took place 

the General alfembled, for the lafi time, the 

favages, who were impatient for their difmiifal. 

He told them, that their interefl required them 

to make war on the lroquois, and that he would 
'not lay afide the hatchet until that nation was 

humbled. He exhorted them to harafs thofe 

barbarians, until they fhould be in a condition 

to attack them in their country. He accompae 

nied his difcourfe with confiderable prefents and 

engaging manners, which he well knew how to 

alfume, and the favages departed well pleafed 

with him, and with all the French. 

The 
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169o. in different parts of the country. 
Thefe unhappy events caufed much difquietude 

to the Governor-General. He called to him 
Oureouhare, and, after having with brevity ex
plained to him the conducr which he had always 
held towards his nation, both during the period 
of his firfl: command, and fince his return from 
France, he faid, that at leafl: he might have ven
tured to entertain a hope, that gratitude for the 

benefits with which he had loaded him in parti
cular, might have engaged him to open the ey.e.s 
of his countrymen; that he either mufl: be in
fenfible to the impreffions of kindnefs, if he 
failed in this act of duty; or his nation mufl: haYe 
little efl:imation for him, if he was unable to pre
vail on it to adopt counfels more reafonable, and 
more confonant to its genuine interefl:s. 

The Iroquois chief appeared mortified at this 
difcourfe, of which he felt the whole force: he 
neverthelefs feemed calm and unaltered; he 
begged the General to recollect, that on his re· 
turn from France he had found the cantons en
gaged in an alliance with the Englifh, which it 
was difficult to fet afide ; and fo vehemently 
enraged againfl: the French, whofe treacherous 
conduct had forced them into this alliance, that 
it was neceffary to await the operation of time 

and 
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and of conjunCtures, towards effecting a more 
favourable difpofition; that for his part, he had 
done nothing with which he could reproach him
felf; that the refufal he had made to return to 
hi cantons, where his prefence was ardently de
fired, ought to banifh all fufpicion of his fidelity; 
that if notwithfl:anding a mark fo unequivocal of 
his attachment to the French they did him the 
injufl:ice to entertain fentiments to his prejudice, 
he ,. ould not delay to difpel them. 

This anfwer made the Count de Frontenac 
repent of his ill humour, and of the di.fl:rufl: with 
which it had infpired him ; he immediately gave 
marks of his friendihip for Oureouhare, and ra
folved to conciliate more than ever the attach
ment of a perfon fo rational, and from whom 
he was convinced that great advantages might be 
derive--1 . 

Information was now received that an arma
ment, whofe fuppofed defl:ination was to lay 
fiege to ~ebec, had failed from Bofl:on. The 
Governor-General entertained doubts that a 
fleet fo confiderable could be fitted out without 
the leafl: intelligence of fuch preparations having 
before reached him. The fquadron confilled of 
a frigate of forty guns, a floop of war of fixteen 
guns, an armed velfel of eight guns, and four 
ga11ies. Thefe were unrler the command of Sir 
·"Villiam Phipps, a native of New England, of 

ob feu re 
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obfcure origin, but who, by the force of his 
genim, had raifed himfelf to difl:inaion and to 
fortune. 

After having captured all the fortified places 
in Acadia, the ifiand of Newfoundland, and one 
or two fetrlements in the river St Laurence, the 
Englilh fleet advanced to Tadouifac, before it 
was with certainty known at ~ebec that an 

enemy was coming againfl: it. Upon an exprefs 
being fent to the Governor, who was then at 

Montreal, he hafl:ened to ~ebec, bringing with 
him every affillance which could be fpared from 
the two governments, and from the country 
through which he paffed. He found on his 
arrival, that great exen ions had been made by 
the town major to put the garrifon in a !late of 
defence, and that a number of the neighbouring 
inhabitants had been called into the town; and, 
although they had laboured on the fortifications 

for no -more than five days, they had fufficiently 
fecured the garrifon e\·ery where from being fur
prifed by a coup de main. 

The G c: neral added fome intrenchments which 
he f lund neceffary, and confirmed the order 
which the major had judicioufly given to the 
captains of the companies of militia oi Beaupre, 
of Beau port, of the ifland of Or lean ·, and of the 
coafl: of Laufon, which covered ~ebec on the 

borders of the bafon, not to quit their pofis 
until 
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until they lhould fee the enemy make a defcent, 

and attack the body of the place; they fhould 

then hold themfelves in readinefs to march 
wherever they lhould be called. 

The coafl: of the river along the fouth channel 
of Orleans was lined with an armed militia, and 

a detachment of men under the command of an 

officer of acrivity and merit was difpatched from 

~ebe"'c, for the purpofe of watching the move
ments of the hofl:ile fquadron.· 

Several velfels were expeaed from France, and 

it was much to be apprehended they might fall 

into the hands of the enemy. In order, if poffi

ble, to guard againfl: this accident, M. de Fron

tenac fent, by the north channel of Orleans, two 

canoes well equipped, with order:i to defcend 
until they ihould find thofe velfels, if in the 

river, and acquaint them with the fituation of 

affairs. 
The fortifications at that time commenced at 

the rocky bank above the Intendant's palace, on 

the borders of the river St. Charles, and firetch

ing along the upper town, which they enviroi!ed, 
terminated at th~ mountain called Cape Dia

mond. They were alfo continued from the 

pa.lace all along the fummit of the rock which 

forms the north-eafl: boundary of the town, and 

pallifadoed to the cloifiers of the feminary, 

where they joined the precipitous rock called 
Sault 
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Sault au Matelot, on which there was a battery 

of three guns. A fecond pallifade placed be

yond the other reached to the fame place, and 

was intended for a cover to the infantry. 

The lower town contained two batteries, each 

of three eighteen-pounder guns, filling up the 

intervals between thofe in the higher town. 

The o~tlets, which had no gates, were barricaded 

with fl:rong beams of timber, and with cafks 

filled with earth, on the top of which pattereroes 

were planted. The road which led from the 

lower to the upper town was intercepted by three 

different intrenchments, compared of barrels, 

and bags filled with earth, and of cheveaux de 

frieze. During the liege another batrery was 

formed at the Sault au lY!atelot, and a third at 

the gate which conduCls to the river St. Charles. 

Some pieces of cannon were alfo di fpofed on the 

higher ground, and on the walls of a wind-mill, 

which ferved the purpofe of a cavaliere. 

On the 16th of Oftober, at three in the morn-. 

ing, .l.Vl. de Vaudreuil, who had been detached to 

watch the movements of the {hips, returned to 

Q2ebec, and reported that he had left them at 

about three leagues difl:ance, at a place then 

called I' /lrbrefec:, and when day appeared, they 
were difl:inftly feen from the heights. The 

fquadron was compofed of thirty-four veifels of 

different defcriptions, and it was faid they con-

tained 
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tained feveral thoufand men, who were to act on B o o K 

fhore. As it advanced, the fmaller veffels were 
ranged along the coaft of Beau port, between the 
ifland of Orleans and the St. Charles, the other 

veffels occupying the centre of the great channel~ 
About ten otclock the whole came to an anchor. 

A boat with a white Bag was foon after difco
vered to proceed from the commodore's !hip. 
It contained an officer with a trumpet, to fum

mon the garrifon to furrender. \Vhen he landed, 

he was conveyed blindfold to an apartment in 
the government houfe, in which the General 
with feveral of his officers were affembled. Upon 

his eyes being unfolded, he delivered a challenge 

for furrendering the garrifon, which was peremp

torily rejected. 
The principal defign of M. de Frontenac, was 

to encourage the enemy to crofs the river Sr. 
Charles, as they could not with effect attack the 
garrifon but from this fide. His reafon was, that 

the river being fordable only at low water, when 
they had once paired it the befi.eged might, with

out much hazard, go to engage them, and in the 
event of a defeat the enemy could not eafily re
gain their boats, jn effecring which they would 

be obliged to wade for a conG.derable difl:ance 

through the mud. If, on the contrary, the 

French paifed the river to meet the Englifh, they 
would be fubjeCl:ed to fimilar difadvantages. 
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At mid-day on the r8th, almofi all the boats 
belonging to the veffels, filled with troops, were 
feen to direct their way towards the banks of the 
St. Charles ; but as it could not be afcertained in 
.what particular place they would land, they met 
with no refiflance. No fooner had they difem

barked, than M. de Frontenac fent a detachment 

of the militia of Montreal and Three Rivers to 

harafs] them. They were joined by inhabitants 

from Beauport, and amounted in all to three 

hundred men, the body which had difembarked 
being fifteen hundred. The borders of the river 
were madhy ,covered with bru!hwood and broken 

by fl:ones; the tide being low, the French were 
obliged to wade through the mud in order to 
reach the enemy. Their mode of attack was 

chiefly by ikirmifh, and fometirnes by platoon 
firing. In this fituation the Englifh, unable to 
profit from their fuperiority of men, could only 

fight in the fame favage manner in which they 

were affailed. 
U naccufl:omed to this mode of engagement the 

latter became difconcerted, and deceived with 

refpeft to the numbers of thofe whom they en
countered. The attack conti~ued for about an 
hour. The Canadians leapt from one rock to 
another, all around the Engli!h, who, unac
quainted with the ground, were obliged to re

main together, and keep up a confl.ant difcharge, 
which 
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which produced, from the circumfl:ance already 
mentioned, but little effect upon the former, who 
alternately appeared and retired, and whofe fire 
had confiderable impreffion upon the clofe files 
of the latter, who fuflained great lofs of numbers. 
Towards evening the Canadians retreated into 
the garrifon, and the Englifh remained encamped 
near the fcene of action. 

Four of the largell: velfels came the fame 
evening to anchor near the town. The fecond 
in command, who carried a blue flag, went 
fomewhat to the left, oppofite the Sault au Mate
lot. The commander in chief was upon his 
right, and the third in command on the left, 
all oppofing the Lower Town. Another vefi'el 
advanced towards Cape Diamond. The firft 
difcharge proceeded from the town, and was an
fwered by a warm cannonade which continued 
on both fides. The fire from the fhips was 
principally direB:ed againll: the Upper Town, 
whofe fituation is too elevated to fufl:ain much 

damage f~om guns fired from Chips of war. 
The cannonading re-commenced on the follow

ing day, but was continued on both fides with 
lefs vigour. One of the £hips became fo much 
damaged from the battery on the Sault au Mate
lot, and that on the left at the water's edge, that 
fhe was drawn off to a more difiant fiation. The 
large veifel in the centre, having received many 

s 2 !hots 
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flmts through "the hull, followed the example of 
the firll, and at noon the fire totally ceafed, 

the "veffels proceeding up the river, beyond Cape 
Diamond. 

The troops remained during the night quiet in 
their camp, and early next morning arranged 
themfdves in order for battle. About noon 
they began to move, dire&ing their march to

wards the town, having pfatoons on their wings, 
and fome favages as an advanced guard. They 
proceeded in good order a1ong the borders of the 
St. ·cnades, until M. M. de Lingueil and Saint 
Hden, at the head of two hundred volunteers, 
in.ten::epted their way, and ikirmifhing in the 
fame lnanner as before, made fuch continual and 
efficacious difcharges upon them, that they were 
compelled to enter the brufhwood, from whence 
~hey kept up a heavy fire, obliging the French to 
reu·cat .. 

During this aaion M. de Frontenac advanced 
in perfon at the head of three battalions, and 
h~ving arranged them on the borders of the St. 
Charleg, refoived to crofs it, if the volunteers 
fuoutd be too heavily preffed. The commodore 
landed on the following night fix pieces of fix
pounder ordnance, and the Englifh marched 
with their artillery in the hope of making a 
breach in the fortifications. · The Sieur Villeu, 

a lieutenant, who had obtained from the General 

a fmall 
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a finall detachm~nt of men, fet out before the n o o K 
V. 

Englilh left their encampments, and was followed 

by feveral other little parties, in order to fupport 1690· 

him. Villeu, who firft encountered the enemy, 

prepared an ambufcade, into which he drew 

them, by fkirmi!hing and retr ~lting. He ~here 
fufl:ained for a time their· efforts, and the enemy 

feeing that they could not eaGly oblige him to 

retreat, formed a difpofition to furround him; 

but one of the detachments which had been 

defiined for this purpofe, fdl imo a fecond am-

bufcade, when the inhabi[ants of Beauport, 

Beaupre, and the iiland of Orleans, were pre-

pared for their reception. The French found 

themfelves however too weak long to fuftain the 

combat, and they began t.o retreat by degrees, 

fighting at the fame time, until they an~ved at a 

houfe furrounded with pallifades, and fituated on 

an eminence. They there halted, anci getting 

under cover of the pallifades, kept up fo fleady 

a fire, thaE they flopped the purfuing army. 

The fhios which had afcended the St. Law-. 
rence dropped down with the tide, and in palling 

the town exchanged feme fhots. On the night 

of the 22d the army reimbarked. Nothing more 

difconcerted Sir Wm. Phipps rhan to find all tbe 

troops and militia of the colony alfembled at 

Q9ebec. He had reckoned upon a divifion be

ing made at Montreal, which would there have re-
s 3 tained 
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tained a confiderable body of men. But this part 

of the plan, which had been fettled before the de
parture of the fleet from New England, failed on 
accouRt of the diifatisfacrion of the lroquois, 
who having marched with the Englifh for fame 

days, afterwards returned to their country. 

When it became known that the divifion 

againft Montreal had not fucceeded, the Com

modore, already difcouraged by the unfuccefsful 

attempts which he had made againfi: Q:!ebec, 

determined to raife the fiege. 

The Engliil1 had made feveral endeavours to 

bring off the fix pieces of cannon and ammuni

tion which they had left at their camp, but the 

French, who had taken poifeffion of them, re
peatedly repulfed the boats that were ordered 
for this fervice. It appeared that the failure of 

ammunition was the caufe of the meafure which 
Sir Wm. Phipps adopted. On the evening of 

the 23d the fleet weighed anchor, and defcended 
the river about three leagues, from whence a 

negociation for the exchange of prifoners took 

place. The Commodore then proceeded on his 

route, confiderably mortified at the unfortunate 

iifue of an expedition, on which he had himfelf 

expended a part of his fortune. His inquietude 

was augmented by the total privation of affift

ance from pilots, without whom it became 

perilous for fame of the vdfels of his fleet, which 

were 
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were large, to navigate the river ; and it is faid, 

that nine of the number were lo!l:. 

On the 1 zth of November the !hips expeaed 
from France arrived at ~ebec; at the news of 

an enemy's fleet they afcended a little way into 
the Saguenay, where they were concealed by the 
lofty banks, until the Englilh fleet had pa(fed 
them on its return. 

Their appearance occafioned fenfations of fatif
faction, although they tended not to remedy the 
fcarcity which foon became extreme, becaufe the 
incurfions _of the Iroquois during the fpring had 

not permitted the inhabitants to labour in the 

fields. The troops were di!l:ributed into fuch 

parts of the country as had not fuffered from 
thofe caufes, and were cheerfully received. 

A party of Iroquois appeared, towards the 
beginning of May, on the fide of l\1ontreal. 

Their number amounted to a thoufand, and 

having efiablilhed their camp at the entrance of 

the grand river of the Outaouais, they formed 

two detachments, one of a hundred and twenty 

men, which took its route tow~nds the north, the 

other of two hundred men, whi~h turned towards 
the fouth. The firfl: threw itfclf on a part of 
Montreal called Pointe aux 'Trembles, where it 
burnt thirty houfes and barns, and took prifon

ers fome inhabitants, whom they treated with 

their accufl:omecl cruelties. 

The 

SO OK. 
V. 
~ 
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The fecond, in which were twenty Englilh 
and fome Mahingans, direcred its courfe between 
Chambly and la Prairie de la Magdeleine, where 
it furprifed twelve favages of the rapids of St. 
Louis ; but on the following day, the Agniers 
who were of this party brought them back to 
their village, and declared that they were come 
to treat for peace; it was however foon perceived 
that their real intention was to alienate, if they 
could, from the interefls of the French, the in
habitants of this villag_e, but the attempt was 
unattended with fuccefs. A third party, confifi:
ing of eighty men, attacked the Iroquois Chrifli
ans of the mountain, and having invefled them 
on all fides, carried off by day thirty-five women 
and children, and fecured their retreat by ikir
miiliing. 

Seve~al other bands lefs numerous fpread 
themfelves from Repemigny to the iilands of 
Richlieu, committing great devall:ations e\·ery 
where, becaufe the regulars and militia could not 
keep the field on account of the want of provi
fions. Having at length procured a fufficient 
quantity to lafi: fQr fome days, a party of the mi
litia joined the Sieur de la 1\Iine, a captain who 
had lately left :Montreal. They difcovered feve
ral of the Onneyouths, who had taken !helter in 
an old houfe in the pari!h of St. Sulpicius. The 
Chevalier de Vaudr uil, accompanied by fome 

officersa 
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officers, feveral men, and Oureouhare, who was 
fufpeCl:ed to have a correfpondence with his na
tion, came alfo to St. Sulpicius, fell upon fame 
of the ravages by furprife, and killed the whole, 
except two, who were wounded, and who efcaped 
into the woods. But to diflodge thofe in pof
feilion of the houfe was found a more difficult 
enterprife. .At their fidl: onfet they lofl: one of 
their befl: officers, which infpired the barbarians 
with courage, and without the exertion of extra
ordinary efforts, a hundred and twenty French
men were in cbnger of being defeated by twelve 
Iroquois pofted in a ruinous houfe. The ·houfe 
was at length fet on fire, and the favages endea
voured to cut a paifage through the French with 
their hatchets, but two or three of them having 
been killed, five were captured, whom the inha-
bitants unpitifu!ly burnt, from a conviCl:ion th~t 
the only means of refhaining the cruelty of thefe 
barbarians, was to exercife upon them equal 
torments with thofe they were accufl:omed to in
flier on all their prifoners. 

Intelligence having been received that a party 
compofed of Englilh, Mahingans, and Iroquois, 

were preparing to march for the purpofe of at
tacking Montreal, the Chevalier de Callieres 
affembled eight hundred men, and encamped on 
the Prairie de la Magdeleine. He after detached 
feveral fcou ting parties, one of w hi eh difcovered 

a canoe .. 
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a canoe of the enemy near Chambly on the river 
Sorel. On the report of this circumfiance he 
conceived Chamhly to be in danger, and he fent 
thither two hundred lllen, with orders, if the 
enemy attacked that poll, to enter into it for its 
defence ; but, if they paffed beyond it, to be 

careful to conceal themfelves from their view, 
and to follow their track, in order to fall on 
their rear, whilfl: he himfelf lhould engage them 
in front. Among the Chrifl:ian favages were 
three chiefs of great reputation. Oureouhare 
commanded the Hurons of Lorerre; an Iroquois 
named Paul conducted the inhabitants of the 
Saut de Saint Louis, and thofe of the Mountain; 
and La Routine, an Algonquin captain, headed 
a large party of his nation. The fort of the 
Pfairie de la lYiagdeleine flood about thirty paces 
from the borders of the St. Lawrence, on a fleep 
ground between two meadows, one of which near 
·' place called the Fork is interfected by a fmaH 
river at the difl:ance of cannon Ihot from the fort. 
Between the two runs another fiream, on which 
there flood a mill ; it was on this fide, at the left 
of the fort, that the mili(ia encamped. Some of 
the Outaouais, who happened to be at l\1ontreal 
when the alarm was given, had joined them. 
The regular troops encamped on the right, and 
the officers had their tents pitched oppofite to 
them, upon a fmall elevated ground. 

An 



An hour before day, the fentinel who wa. po!l.ed 
in the mill perceived fome people palling along 
the height on which the fort was placed, and he 
gave the alarm by firing off his fufil. They were 
part of the enemy, who gliding between the rivu. 
let of the Fork and the Ravine, gained the great 
river, and finding the quarters of the militia al· 
mo!l. abandoned, drove away the few men who 
remained and jodged themfelves there. Some 
inhabi.tants, and fix of the Outaouais were killed 
in this furprife. At the alarm given by. the fen
tine!, M. de Saint Cyrque, an old captain who 
commanded in the abfence of M. de Callieres, 
marched at the head of the troops, placed them 
in two divifions, and furrounded the fort. The 
battalion which Saint Cyrque commanded in per
fon firfl: came in view of the former quarters of 
the miliria, and this officer, uncertain that the 
enemy were in poifeffion of them, fi:opped to be 
acquainted with the faB:. He infl:antly received a 
difcharge of mufquetry, by which he and two of 
his officers were killed. The other battalion 
arrived at the moment, and charged the enemy~ 
who after a vigorous refifhnce, and feeing them
felves on the point of having the whole French 
army to engage, retreated in good or~er. They 
were allO\ved to go off without molefl:ation. 
They had only fix men killed and thirty wound
ed. The lofs of the French \\'as more confider-

able~ 

nooK 
V. ---
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able. The fcalps of m<my Frenchmen were car

ried off, and the Iroquois fet up a loud cry when 
they had retreated to a fmall diflance. Being 
about to enter the woods, they perceived a fmall 
detachment, whom they followed, and forming 
an ambufcade, killed the whole of its members. 
Elated by this fuccefs they returned by the way 
they had advanced, but before they had pro· 
ceeded two leagues their fcouts difc-overed ano
ther party of French and ravages. under the COffi• 

mand o{ M. de Valrenes. They had only feen 
the van of this body, and bdieving it not to be 
confiderable, they hefitated not to attack it with 
fuch refolution as would have difconcerted an 

officer lefs firm and experienced than Valrenes. 
Be found two large trees that had fallen, and 

behind thefe he entrenched his troops, making 
them lie down to avoid the firfl fire of the enemy. 
1l1ey afrerwards arofe, and forming themfelves 
into three divifions, charged the enemy with fuch 
order and impetuofity that they every where gave 
way. They however recovered, and after a 
combat of one hour and a half, they were obliged 
to diiband, and the route became complete. 
The French had fixty men killed and as many 
wounded, of whom feveral died. An Englilh
man who was taken prifoner gave information, _ 

that, on the return of the firfl party, another of 

four hundred men were to have advanced; that 

five 
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fi\·e hundred Iroquois were to arrive at Catara
cony, and that their defign wa~ to deflroy the 
barveft of the colony. But no more figns of an 
enemy appearing, the harvdl:, whofe failure 
would have reduced the fettlement to the lafl: 
extremity, was reaped in tranquillity, and proved 
to be abundant. 

On receiving intelligence of the approach of 
the enemy, M. de Frontenac proceeded from 
~ebec to Montreal, and on his arrival was in~ 
formed of their departure and defeat. He re
ceived foon after a letter from the Governor
General of New England, requefting that fame 
prifoners which the Abinaquis had made in his 
te~ritory might be reflore.d, and propofing a 
neutrality in America, notwithfl:anding the hofli
lities which in Europe continued between rheir 
two Sovereigns. It was believed that this pro
pofal was not diCtated by fincerity, becaufe he 
had not mentioned an intention of fending back 
the French who were detained at Bofton. 

The Iroquois continued, without intermiffion, 
to purfue their hofl:ility to the French : two wo
men who had been made prifoners, having 

.efcaped in the beginning of November, informed 
the Chevalier de Callieres, that two parties of 
three hundred and fifty men each were on their 
march to furprife the fettlement of Saut de Saint 
Louis. On this advice the Governor fent to 

that 
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that village a party of troops, and difhibuted 

another party in the neighbouring forts. The 

protection of Montreal was committed to the 

inhabitants. A few days after, one of the parties 

of the Iroquois, which had defcended by lake 

Ontario, appeared in view of the Saut, but 

without forfaking the woods. The French went 

out againfl thefe barbarians, and for two days 

had fome fharp ikirmirnes, in which the Iofs on 

both fides was nearly equal, when the enemy, 

who had relied on a furprife, retired. 

The fecond party entered by lake Champlain, 

but fome of them having withdrawn, and the 

chiefs having learnt that the firfl party had re· 

treated, conceived it imprudent to proceed. 

In the beginning of February 1\-I. de Callieres 

received orders from l\1. de Frontenac to raife a 
detachment of men to fend into that immenfe 

peninfula, which is formed by the junction of 

the St~ Lawrence and the great river of the Ou

taouais. The Iroquois frequently went thither 

in the winter, for the chace, and it was reported. 

they were then in great numbers in that terri

tory. Three hundred men, compofed of French 

and favages, were raifed, and marched under the 

orders of M. de Beaucourt, a captain. 

This officer, on arriving at the ifle of Tonia

thos, which is at a fmall difl:ance from Cataro

cony, met there fi fty Tfonnonthouam, who had 

5 thus 
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thus far advanced in purfuing the chace, with a B o o K 

defign afterwards to make an irruption on the ~ 
French fettlements, and to prevent the inhabi- 169z. 

tants from fowing their corn. The French at-

tacked them in their huts, killed twenty-four, 

took fixteen, and liberated an officer named Ita. 
Plante, who had been captured three years be-

fore, and who not being at firfl: known, on ac-
count of his favage habiliments, was upon the 
point of being killed as an Iroquois. This ex-
pedition terminated here; but it was learnt from 
the prifoners that another troop of a hundred 
Iroquois of the fame canton were on a hunting 

party at a place on the river of the Outaouais, 
called, the Fall of Chaudiere; that their inten-

tion was to canton themfelves there until the 
melting of the fnows; that two hundred Onnon-
tagues, commanded by one of their bravefl: 

chiefs, named La Chaudiere Noire, was expeCted 
to join them, and that it was propofed to remain 
there during the fummer, to exclude the French 
from the paffage to or from Michilimakinac. 

As a large convoy of furs from all the coun
tries of the north and wefl: was expeCted, it was 
thought neceffary to fend a fl:rong efcort for its 
proteCtion; but M. Callieres could not leave his 
government without defence, becaufe he had oc

cafion for all his troops to guard the people who 
were occupied in the labours of huibandry. He 

therefore 
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therefore gave intelligence tb the Count de Fron
tenae of the accounts which had been conveyed to 
him: this General, perfuaded that the defeat of 
the fifty Tfonnonthouans already mentioned had 
-difconcerted the meafures of the Iroquois~ ordered 
that he £hould immediately fend a perfon named 
S. Michel with forty Canadian Voyageurs, to 
carry his commands to Michilimakinac, and that 
they £hould be efcorted by three well.armed ca
noes, until they £hould hav·e paffcd the Fall of 
Chaudiere. 

The order was obeyed, and the efc~rt con
ducred the Canadians to the pl (l. ce pointed out, 
without having fe-cn a fingle Iroquois; but, a 
few days afterwards, the Sieur St. l\Iichel having 
perceived fome tracks, and alfo two Iroquois 
-who appeared to him as fcouts, doubted not that 
the Chaudiere Noire \vas a~ hand with his troop, 
and therefore returned to .Moutreal. He had 
not long difembarked when l\1. de Frontenac, 
who was then at that place, made him again de
part with thirty Frenchmen and thirty favages; 
He was followed by an offiE:er named Tilly deS, 
Pierre, who went by the river du Lie ..... :re, which 
difcharges itfelf into the river of the Outaouais; 
five leagues lower th~n the Fall of Chaudiere. · 
St. lVlichel, on arriving at the Portage de Chats, 
the fame fpot from whence he had returned on 
kis firfl voyage, faw aga'in t\\O fcouts, and per-

ceived. 
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ceived at the fame time a great number of canoes, 
which favages were putting into the water. He 
conceived it imprudent to expofe his party to a 
contefl: which would be extremely unequal, and 
took, a fc::cond time, the road to Montreal. Three 
days after his arrival, fi.·ty favages from rhe 
dillant lands, charged with great quantities of 
furs, anJ who had tlefcended by the river du 
Lievre, alfo arrived, and faid that they had met 
!\1. de S. Pierre beyond the reach of danger 
from an enemy. They difpofed of their articles 
of commerce, and requefred an efcort to conduCt 
them to a place where they were to take an un
freq uented path. 

Sr. !\'Iichel accompanied them with a guard of 
thirty men, commanded by M. de la Gemeraye, 
a lieutenant, who had under him La Frefniere, 
eldefl: fon of the Sieur Hertel. This body having 
arrived at the long Sault of the great river, where 
for a certain di(tance the baggage mufi: be carried 
over land, whilft a part of the men were occupied 
in mounting the empty canoes, and others 
marched along the border of the river to cover 
them, a difcharge of fufils made by perfons con
ceaied Jifpcrfed al~ the favages, who formed a 
fecond band, and killed feveral French nen. 

The Iroquois immediately forfak.ing their am
bufcade, threw themfelves wirh fury on the re
maining Frenchmen, and in the confu fi on which 

VOL. I. T an 
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an attack fo fierce and une~peCl:ed had occa. 

fioned, they who attempted to regain their canoes 

made them wheel into the current ; f.'J that the 

enemy poffeffed a double advantage over thofe, 

who were obliged at the fame time to defend 

themfelves, and to fl:ruggle with the rapidity of 

the waters. La Gemeraye and three other 

officers defended themfelves with fuch obfiinacy 

as would have faved them, if they had not been 

abandoned by their favages. But as they had 

loll: alrnoll: the whole of their foldiers, they could 

take no other meafure than to retreat with all 

poffible difpatch. Unhappily the canoe which 

contained St. Michel and the Hertels was taken. 

La Gemeraye and fome foldier~ were fortunate 

enough to efcape. 

The Chaudiere Noire afterwards made a de

fcent upon a part of the ifland of 1\Iontreal called 

La Chifnay~, and carried off from thence three 

young favages, and fourteen inhabitants who 

were making hay. 

The fituation of the colony was now very dif

ferent from that in which it was two years before. 

Little was to be apprehendeGl from the quarter of 

New England, and the inroads of the Iroquois 

were productive of no very ferious confequences, 

when not fufiained by the Englilh. Its prefent 

fiate of comparative profperity was in a great de

gree attributable to the aCtivity and firmnefs of 
the_ 
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the Governor. The haughty and unbending 
manner by which he had gained a fu periority 
over the enemy ; the efficacious means he had 

employed to render his allies tractable, and to 
re-eflablifh the credit of the French, made him 
to be feared by the one, and refpected by the 
other. 

But whilfl: every degree of jufiice was allowed 
to the fuperioriry of hi3 talents, and to the appli

cation which he made of them to procure refpea 
for the colony abroad, and its internal fecurity, 
he was in fame infiances highly reprehenfible. 
It was lamented by many, that from regard to 
his officers, whofe attachment and efieem he was 
anxious to conciliate, he had allowed to fall upon. 

the inhabitants the burden and fatigue of war. 

That he ruined thefe by unprofitable toil, whilll: 
the foldiers were working the lands, by which 

means the officers drew confiderable profit from 

the produce: thus it was occafioned, that the 
colony was not flouriihing, and that commerce 

was in a langui fhing fl:ate. Another complaint 

fiill more ferious and univerfal, arofe from the 

countenance he continued to give to the traffic in 
fpirituous liquors, or at leafl: from his toleration 

on this point, both equally cenfurable in a G e
neral, who alone had the power of putting a ftop 

to the evil whenever he..lhould think fit. 

T 2 
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Advice was received that a body of eight hun

dred Iroquois \vere in march to attack the colony. 

They were feparated imo two equal divifions; 

one was to defcend by lake Charnplain, and the 

other by the St. La wr nee, with a defign to re

unite near the rapids of St. Louis, to entrench 

themfelves there, to draw out by a feigned nego

tiation as many of the inhabitants of this village 

as they could, and to rnaffacre all that lhould fall 

into their hands. But finding on their arrival 

that a knowledge of their intentions had been 

gained, and that the village was in a good fiate 

of defence, they took their departure without 

making any ferious attempt . 

The G eneral foon after detached three hun

dred Canadian , a hundred regulars, and a great 

number of allied fa, ages, under the command of 

M. M. de M:mtel, De Courtemanche, and De b. 

Noue, defl:ined for rhe canton of .. ..-i gniers, with 

orders to gi,·e no quar~er to any perfon capable 

of bearing arms, to pm· all to death \vithout 

taking one !Jrifoner, and to bring off the \Vomen 

and children to people the Chri fl:ian village of 

their nation. 
1693. But experience ought to have fuggefl ed, that 

a 1 
1

" fuc h as thi, was diJicuit to oe e. -ecute.J . 

TL <, n arr ived in rhe canton of Agnier on the 

16th !' t'' _,bruary, \Vitb::mt having been di fco

yered. It appeared th:a this canton was then 

6 corn f 
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compofed of three fortified villacres. La Noue BooK 

attacked the firfl:, and took it without much re
fifl:ance; he burnt the pallifades, the cabins, and 
all the provifions. Mantel and Courtemanche 
alfo, without much refiftance, got poifeiilon of 
the fecond, which was about a quarter of a league 
difl:ant, and as feveral prifoners were made, 
Courtemanche had the charge of guarding them. 
The third village was larger, and required much 

greater trouble to become mafl:ers of it. La 
Noue and Mantel arrived there on the 18th at 
night, and found the inhabitants finging the fong 
of war. Therein were forty Agniers, who, ig
norant of what had happened in their neighbour
hood, wer,e preparing to join a party of fifty 
Onneyouths, who were to have reinforced a body 
of two hundred Englilh, with a view to make an 
irruption into Canada. They were infrantly at
tacked, and although furprifed, they defended 
themfelves with much valour : t\venty men and 
fome women were killed in the firfl' onfet, and 
two hundred and fifty perfons were taken pri

foners. 

It had been recommended, ir has been faid, to 
give quarter to women and children only, but the 
favag es paid no attencion ro that recommenda
tion. To this mifrake they added another, by 

obliging the French to entrench themfelves, 

T 3 after 
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after two days' march on their return, that they 
might await the enemy who were purfuing 
them. The little army, although it had fcarcely 
provifions to enable it to reach Montreal, awaited 
the enemy for two days: at length they appear~ 
ed, and entrenched in a fituation oppofite to the 
French, who charged them [hree times with re
folution; they defended themfelves with vigour, 
and the entrenchment was not forced until the 
third attack. Eight Frenchmen and eight favages 
were killed, and twelve were wounded. The 
lofs of the Onneyouths was not more . confider
able, and the remainder faved themfelves by difc 
appearing. But they foon afterwards raliied, 
and continued to follow a~d harrafs the French 
for the fpace of three days. The bad roads and 
the fcarcity of provifions obliging the French: 
men to difband, a gre~t numbe.r of pri~oners 
efcaped, and only fixty-four were brought to 
Montreal. · · · · · · .. · 

' There we~e at this time at lVlichilimakinac 
great quantities of furs, which the favages would 
not venture to bring to Montreal witho,~t . an 

·- t ' , 

efcort; which the General was not able to afford; 
it was however of ; great confequence that thefe 
furs fhould be tranfported thither' and it was fiill 
~f greater moment that the Sie~r de L~~vigny 
fhould be informed of intelligence which· hac! 

been 
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been. received of an intended attack on the colony, B o o K 

and of the manner in which he fhould act in that v. \a.::rnv uJ 

alarming conjunCture. 1693· 

It was propofed to the Sieur d' Argenteuil, a 
reduced lieutenant, to afcend to Michilimakinac, 
and he chearfully accepted that commiffion. 
But it was only by promifes of great advantage 
that eighteen Canadians could be prevailed on to 
accompany him. M. de la Valtrie had orders to 
efcort them with twenty French foldiers, beyond 
all the dangerous paffages. D' Argenreuil per
formed his voyage fuccefsfully, but M. la Valtrie 
was attacked near the iiland of Montreal, on his 
return, by a party of Iroquois. He was himfelf 
killed, togeth~r with three Frenchmen, and ~n 

- Jroquois of the mountain was taken prifoner. 
'fhe ptl)ers of his party mad~ their efcape. 

- !"" 
· ~ . .. 
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B 0 0 K VI. 

Deputies of the lroquois arrive at JViontrea!. - Expeditiott 
agairfl Port Ne!jon fitted out from f<Jtebec .-Conference 
with the Flu ron and !Y?quais D eputies.-Hqjlifities of 
tht lroqu'~is.-Re-ejlablt_;hmmt of the Fort at Cataro
quoy.-lrruption of the l roquois.- Detuties o/ the Hu
rom Jent to ft!icit a Dimznution ~r tbe Price of lvferthtm

dije.-Anj'l{'er of the General.-Condua o/ a Siw Chief. 
-Change in the Difpifrtion o/ tbe AJ/ies of the Upper 
Coun(''Y' efffaed by the Add.,.~js ~f M. d.: la Jvlotte 
Cadillac.-Prepm·atiom f?r un Expedition agair!fl tht 
l:·oquois.-Reju!t o/ th(!t Expediti:m . -Death of La 
Chaudie>·e N oire, princifxd Chief of the Inqw;ir. 

\V E have already fh.ewn, in t 1e courfe of this 
work, the repeated and in fin cere attempts 

made on the part of the Iroquoi to negocia te 
with the French on terms of peace. To thefe 
they were driven more by the temporary exi
gences of their affairs than by a wifh to be ex
empted from the dangers and fatigues of war, 
which becomes a principal part of their occupa
tion, and feems to be their only incentive to 
energ y and exertion. 

When treaties of peace were even concluded, 
little dependence could be placed on their ob. 
fervance any longer than the firfl: favourable 

opport 1niry 
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opp rtunity of gaining an ad\·antage lhould pre
fent itfelf. Thus the French were kept in a 

fiate of almofl: uninterrupted alarm by thofe 
fierce, reltlef:·, anJ political barbarians. 

T\vo Onnontagu~: baYing come to Montreal, 

to inq11ire of ~I. de Callieres if the deputies of 

the five cantons, who, they added, were already 
on their way, would be well received in foliciting 

their father Ononthio to grant them peace; the 

Governor, who \vas made acquainted with the 

intentions of the GeJeral, anfwered, that their 

conditions would be attended to if they prefented 

them. With th"s anfwer they retired, and nearly 

two months elapfed without any thing fmther 
having been ofFered on that fubjecr. M. de 
Callieres was by no means furprifed at their 

conducr; that nothing, however, might be want

ing which depended on him, he thought it necef

fary to fend fome parties towards New York, to 

fee if by means of prifoners whom they fhould 

take from the Iroquois they could difcover the 

real caufe of the miffion of their firfl deputies, 

and of the retardation of their fecond. 

On the z 3d of March two Agriiers came to 

Mbntreal to prefent the excufes of Teganifforens, 

who OUf;ht to have been the chief of the depu

tation, and they faid, that the Englifh were in 
fault if the cantons had not kept their promife. 

They were not favourably received, becaufe M. 
de 

2~1 
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de Frontenac had been informed by fame favages 
of Acadia, that they only wanted to gain time 

in order to put him off his guard ; that they had 
formed the defign of fiabbing him and the Che
valier Callieres in a council, where they propofed 
to meet in great numbers; of affembling, in the 

neighbourhood of Montreal, numerous parties 
ready to fall upon the colony, when ftruck with 
afionilhment at that deed, and defiitute of its 
chiefs ; and of carrying every where deft:ruB:ion 
and defolati n throughout the fettlernent. 

Some abatement was doubtlefs to be made 
with regard to the horror and extent of the 
project; but prudence demanded that a ftria 
obfervation lhould every where be preferved. 
In the month of May, Teganiiforens arrived at 
~ebec with eight deputies. It was in the middle 

of feed-time, and this caufed the General to dif
femble the little confidence he placed in thi~ 

deputation. He gave the ambaffadors a p~blic 

'audience with great outward lh~w, and m~ch 
was faid on the one part, and on the other. 
'The good will of Teganiiforens appeared nqt 
only in the harangue which he delivered in th~ 
aifembly, but alfo in private converfations which 

he had with M. de Frontenac, to whom he pre~ 

fented collars on the part f Garakontie. 

The General lhewed him much civility, begged 
him to aiTure Garakontie of his high confidera

tio~ 
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tion and eO:eem, and joined to thefe marks of B o o K 

ldndnefs fome prefents of value for both ; but, ~ 

perfuaded that neither the one nor the other 169+· 

would enter into the councils of their country-

men, he only reckoned upon their regard, with-
out flattering himfelf that their credit with their 

nation was fuch, as to influence it to embrace 

meafures of perfect reconciliation. He after-

wards prolonged the flay of the deputies, as long 

as was neceifary to afford the inhabitants time 

to fow their land; and this delay produced ano. 

ther effect, which was not lefs advantageous to 

the colony. 

M. de Louvigny had reafon to apprehend a 
rupture with the allies in the countries of the 

north and weft, to whom the Iroquois failed not 
to infinuare that the French wifhed to come to 
an <1-Ccommodation with the cantons, without 
ta~ing the trouble to include in the negotiation 

~he par~icular interefl:s of the allies. All that 

~h~ ~roquois gained by this artful manreuvre, 

~as to engage ~he principal chiefs of thefe na

tiops tq inquir~, themfelves, into the validity of 

this fiate;nent. Thefe chiefs fet out for ~ebec, 

~here tqey arriv~d two days after the departure 

9f tre ~roquoi~ deputies. M. de Frontenac 

hav~~g ~earnt from themfelves the fubjecr of their 

yoyage, fent an e~prefs to Teganiiforens to folicit 

~is retun~ to ~ebec. He immediately complied, 
·• ' - .._ fa\v 



HISTORY OF CANADA• 

faw the chiefs of the allies, who, after they had 

lifrened to what he had to fay refped:ing them, 

comprehended that the Iroquois had only in view 

to lead them into mifrake, to prevent their parties 

from hara!Iing them, and to embroil them with 

the French, that they might be able both to pur

chafe and fell to great advantage. 

The Governor was not wanting in ufing his 

endeavours to extraCt from this deputation of 

Teganifforens another advantage, which appeared 

to him not lefs effential, although many held a 

different opinion. This was, the re.efrabliiliment 

of the fort of Catarocony. Teganifforens made 

the firfl. propofal to that effeCt, which perhaps 

the General had himfelf fuggefled. He however 

ardently laid hold of this opening, and did not 

delay a moment to make preparation for an en

terprife which he had long defired. He engaged 

many perfons ro labour with diligence in the 

completion of a large convoy, which was de!l:ined 

to conduCl: to this pofi a garrifon, ammunition, 

and every thing requifite for an efi:ablifhment, 

which was intended as the bulwark of the co

lony. He gave the command to the Chevalier 

de Crifafy ; but when this officer was upon the 

point of embarking, he received an order for dif

arming the expedition. 

The caufe of this change proceeded from l\1. 

de Serigny, who arrived at 1\Iontreal, where the 

General 
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General then was, with a commiffion from the 

King to raife confiderable detachments for an 

enterprife againfi Port Nelfon. The court had 

always much at heart this expedition, and Serig .. 

ny himfelf was to command it, with D'Iberville, 

his brother, as his fecond. Not a moment could 

be loft, and it was neceifary to affign for this fer

vice a great part of the people who were to have 

accompanied the Chevalier de Crifafy. A hun

dred and twenty Canadians, and fome favages of 

the Sault de St. Louis, were put under the orders 

of Serigny, and the remainder were difcharged 

until there fbould be a further occafion for their 

fervices. 

A fhort time afterwards, two Frenchmen who 

had efcaped from Onnontague, where they were 

prifoners, aifured M. de Frontenac that he mufi 

place no reliance on a profpecr of peace with the 

Iroquois nation : the General believed that their 

information was not good, and the chiefs of the 

nations of the weft and north having arrived on 

the enc.l of the month of Auguft, with a great 

convoy of fu;s, cond uCted by 1\ri. de Louvigny, 

he took CJ.re rhat tbey fhould not be infor med of 

the intelligence he had received. 

At the expiration of fifteen days, Oureouhare, 

who had accom?anied Teganiiforeiis on his re

turn, came back with [hirreen French prifoners, 

N'hom he had liberated, and among whom were 

the 
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B o o K the two H'ertels, taken two years before in th~ 
VI. 

~-.. • defeat of M. de la Gemetaye, and who were 
1694· fuppofed to have been dead; he brought no 

other deputies but thofe of his canton of Goyo. 
gouin, and of that of Tfonnonthouan. The 

regard which the Count de Frontenac had for 
their conducror made him give them a favourable 
reception, and the General withed the chiefs of 
the allies to be prefent at the audience which he 
held. 

Oureouhare, who was the fpeaker, began by 
prefenting a collar, which imported that he had 
broken the chains of thirteen Frenchmen; he 
then prefented others, to denote that the cantons 
whofe deputies were prefent, perceiving that the 
negotiation of Teganifforens was too much pro
longed, and knowing that it was impeded by the 
Englifh, had taken the meafure of charging their 
envoys to folicit their father not to be impatient, 
to a!fure him that they would, at whatever price, 
re.enter into his good opinion, and to conj\:tre him 

yet to fufpend the hatchet for a time. 

The General aiked them, if they meant not to 
comprehend aH the nations in the treaty which 

was agitating; and this queflion threw them into 
fome embarraffment. They confulted among 
themfd ves for a fhort time, and afterwards gave 
an ambiguous anfwer. Father Buryas, fuperior 
of millions, who was the interpreter, begged 

them 

c 
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them to explain themfelves more clearly, and on 
this their cpnfufion feemed to increafe. The 
Count de Frontenac then faid, that he accepted 
the firfl: collar, and that he fcnt back wilh plea

fure his children, who feemed to feel fo much 
pain : that he knew the good-will of the deputies 
of the two cantons, and their eagernefs to give 
him protefl:ations of their fidelity; but that he 
would not receive the other collars, by which 
they pretended to flop his arm, and that he muft 
quickly firike a blow, if they haflened not to 
render him a more precife anfwer, refpecting all 
that he had declared to Teganiiforens. 

He afterwards regaled them in a plentiful and 
handfome flile, and during the entertainment, 
affuming thofe conciliating manners which he 
had ever at command, he fiudied to imprefs the 
Goyogouins and Tfonnonthouans with the idea 
that he wiihed for peace, but more on their ac

count than his own, and as became a father who 

chaft'fes his children wirh regret. He re-affem .. 
bled, after fome days, all the favages, and ap
peared to !hew much refentment that Teganif
forens had not returned at the time which he 
had appointed ; and full more that they had 
confulted with the Engli(h, who regarding only 
their parricular interefh could not but difconcert 
the negotiation. He added, t~at he would not 
long be the dupe of the irref"olution and incon-

BOOK 
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fiancy of the cantons ; that he and his allies 

would ferioufly re-commence the war, and that 

it fhould be carried on with greater fpirit and 

aclivit y than ever. 

The deputies, who little expeCted this menace, 
wi!hed to infpire him with a difhufl of his allies; 

but he took up their defence, and prorefl:ed that 

he would never feparate their interefls from his 

own. He however failed not to liflen attentively 

to fome reproaches which the Iroquois and the 

Hurons mutually exchanged, wifhing, no doubt, 

to try if he could draw fome information refpeCl:

ing the conduct of the latter, in whom he never 

very greatly confided ; but after a fpirited alter

cation, from which he could learn nothing that 
he did not already know, he impofed filence on 

the two parties. He then faid to the Iroquois, 

that he fhould not greatly hafl:en his preparations, 

that he might give them till ,e to recover a fenfc 

of their duty ; but if they cu :tinued to abufe his 

patience, he fhould make tr.em fcnfible, that in 

proportion as he was a good father and faithful 

ally, fo fhould they, on t.1e contrary, experience 

him to be a formidable enemy. He fpoke in a 
like tone to the ther favages, and took leave of 

them, loaded ' ·ith prefenr~, and full of refpe(t 
tor his perfo~1. 

Towards the end of 0 ~ober father l\Iilet ar

rived at Montreal, aft r fire years of flavery, a 
confiderable 
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confiderable part of which he had paffed in the 

confl:ant expedation of being fubjetl:ed to the 

fufferings defl:ined for prifoners of w'lr, and he 

gave intelligence to the General, that Tareha 

was following him with the deputies of the can

ton of Onneyouth. They difembarked, indeed, 

in a few days afterwards, and met with an un

favourable reception: it was even doubtful whe

ther they fhould not be treated as fpies. M. de 

Frontenac relented, however, fomewhat from his 

feverity, on the tefl:imony of the miffionary, to 

whom Tareha had effeCtually rendered good 

fervices during his captiYity ; and although he 

began to give fome credit to what he had been 

told by the Abinaquis, that all thefe negotiafons 

tended only to amufe, he reflected that they had 

not been altogether .without their ufe, by having 

procured fome repofe for the inhabitants of the 

colony. It was befides neceffary for him at leaft 

to pretend to give them credit, or to march to 

attack the Iroquois with a force capable of exter

minating them ; and he mufi: firfi: have been 

mafl:er of one equal to fuch a fervice. The 

Engli!h had confirucred a fort at Onnontague, 

and it was in a condition of defence. The Iro .. 

quo is could, if neceffary, mufl:er three thoufand 

warriors, and the Governor of New York would 

not fuffer them to periih for want of affifi: .. 

a nee. 
VOL. I. u M. de 

BOOK 
VI. 
~ 

1694· 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

M. de Frontenac could not reckon on more than 

two thoufand at the utmofl:, including in that 

number the troops, the militia, and the domicili

ated favages; prudence wmdd not fuffer him to 

withdraw his men from the mofl: expofed pofl:s, 

which were fufficiently numerous. Thus upon 

due refletlion, much had been done in prevent
ing an invafion by confiderable parties, who 

would have ravaged and laid wafl:e the cultivated 

fields, a misfortune which would have been fol

lowed by a general fcarcity. The ceifation of 

hofl:ilities was the fruit of the negotiations which 

had been mentioned, and the fmall parties 

which had appeared in the country from time to 

time, whilfl thefe were going forward, had only 

ferved to keep the French upon their guard. 

The Iroquois continued to make great pro

mifes, without any views of finceriry. It was 

afterwards underfl:ood, that it ,\·as not from 

New York that the greatefl: obfl:acles to a perfea 

reconciliation between the cantons and the 

French originated; the Dutch, who had a great 

party in that province, not being averfe to th~ 

peace; but that it principally depended on New 

England. From whatever quarter, ho\vever, 

the impediment might be derived, there was no 

perfon in Canada who was not convinced of the 

urgent neceflity of executing the menaces which 

had fo often been repeated to thefe favages. 
The 
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The court of France was alfo of the fame n o o K 
VI. .. 

opm10n. 
It now became neceffary to convince the Iro

quois that they ihould no longer boafl: of the 
French being the dupes of their policy; and this 
was fiill more apparent, when thefe barbarians, 
after feveral intrigues to detach from the French 
interefi their countrymen of the Sault de Saint 
Louis and of the mountain, who were upon the 
point of yielding to their perfuafions, feeing all 
their machinations difcovered, began to fhew 
themfelves in the vicinity of the habitations, and 
to exercife there their ufual cruelties and fyfiem 
of plunder. 

The vigilance and aCtivity of the Governor of 
Montreal defeated, in a great degree, their mea
fures. One of the chiefs of the Sau!t de Saint 
Louis, who had fecretly entered into a negotia
tion with 'them, was driven from the village. 
The Sieor de la Motte Cadillac, who had fuc
ceeded M. de Louvigny at Michilima~nac, found 
means to engage the favages of his difhia to 
fall upon the common enemy, who had been at 
fome pains to detach them from the French 
alliance. But this prevented not the inhabitants 
from being kept in continual alarm, the Iroquois 
preparing for them ambufcades in every quarter, 
and approaching to maifacre them in view of, 
and almo!t under the cannon of the forts. 

\1 z Thefe 
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Thefe hollilities had been preceded by infolent 
propofals on the part of the cantons, who, at the 

moment they ceafed to pretend a wilh for peace, 
ha.d refumed their former airs of haughtinefs. 
They began by requiring that the Governor
General fhould fend, in his turn, deputies to treat 
at their villages ; and for the fir£1: preliminary ar
ticle they exacred, that all hofl:ilities on the .part 
of the French and of their allies fhould forthwith 
ceafe, not only with refpeet to them, but alfo to 

·the Englifh. 
So haughty a tone from an enemy, whom it 

was conceived not impracricable to humiliate; 
the necefiity of taking meafures for that end, if 
the French wifhed not to lofe all the creclit they 
had gained in the opinion of their allies, and the 
mortification of witneffing the extremities and 
even the centre of the colony become again the 
theatre of a war' in which e~ery thing was ha
zarded without the hope of advantage, made 
thofe, whom experience of the paft had led to 
entertain difquieting apprehenfions of the future, 
ardently defire that the whole forces of Canada 
might be affembled, to march againfl: the can
tons, and to compel them to repent that they had 
not profited by the favourable opportunity which 
was offered them of concluding an advantageous 

peace. The Count de Frontenac was not of that .. 
opm10n. 

He 

• 
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He was firmly perfuaded that the moft effica- B o o K 

cious remedy againft thefe evils which were v~ 
feared, was to repair the fort of Catarocony; z695· 

and refolved to execute this defign, of which he 
had not loft the view for a moment fince his re-
turn from France, whatever obfi:acle he might 
find to furmount in attaining his object. 

His refolution was fcarcely declared, when M. 
de Champigrw and all the officers of government 
reprefented to him in a {hiking manner the dan
gerous confequences which might enfue from an 
enterprife, where he alone difcovered advantages 
which no other perfon could difcern; adding, 
that the troops and militia which muft be kept 
there, would be much better occupied in re
preiling the infolence of the Iroquois. It was 
remarked to him, that the cantons having oftener 
than once demanded the re-eftablifhment of this 
po£1:, it would be not only bellowing on them a 
favour of which they were unworthy, but even in 
a manner receiving law from them, which they 
feemed to impofe with arms in their hands. 

Thefe reprefentations affected not the General. 
H e anfwered, that although he ftood alone in 
his opinion, he would follow it. He prefently 
departed for Montreal, where he arrived on the 
I 8th of July, efcorted by a hundred and ten in
habitants of ~ebec and Three Rivers. He 
raifed bebidis fifty men of the militia of Montreal, 

u 3 two 
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two hundred foldiers, and two hundred favages, 
with thirty-fix officers, all chofen men, who 
under the command of the Chevalier Crifafy, 
whom the General entrufl:ed with the execution 
of the enterprife, might have been fufficient to 
have brought the Iroquois to reafon. The pre
parations were made with all poffible diligence, 
and the moment the convoy was ready it began 
to proceed to the place of its defl:ination. 

M. de Frontenac very foon after received a 
letter from M. de Pontehartrain, wherein that 
rninifl:er acquainted him that the King did not 
approve of the intention of re-eflablifhing the 
fort of Catarocony. He however took upon him 
to pay no other attention to this intimation of 
authority, than by affigning reafons for the con
duct which he had held on this occafion : the 
principal of which was, that the dereliction of 

this enterprife, of which the chiefs of the Outaou
(lis had been eye-witneffes, would have fo funk 
the French in their eflimation, by the flrong im
preffions which mufl have been formed of their 
weaknefs, or their defire to renew negotiation 
with the enemy, that this alone might have been 
fufficient to have alienated them from the French, 

or to ha.ve induced them to entertain thoughts 
of making peace without their participation, 
efpecially after the joy which they had publickly 
teftified, to bt able by means of this efiablilh-

rnent 
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ment to find a fecure · t eat in all the enterprifes 

which they might form againfi: the Iroquois . 
The expedition ,~,-as happily perfo rmed at fmall 

expence, and in little time Not a fingle man 

was loft; and, althov <2;l1 1t was originally intend~ 

ed to fortify the br:u ches with fl:akes only, means 

were found to , epair them in the courfe of eight 
days with fione, without incurring any expence 

to the King. 
The Chevalier de Crifafy fhewed in the exe

cution of his orders a condutl: which excited the 
commendations even of thofe·who moll: difap
proved of the enterprife with which he was 
charged. He aicended the river with great ex
pedition, and fpeedily repaired the fort. But 
his zeal and h1s vigilance ended not there ; be

fore his return to Montreal he detached a number 
of fcouts, compofed. of eighty favages, divided 
into fmall bodies, and, it may be faid, that the 
colony owed to this precaution, as much as to 
the valour of fome officers, which fhall afterwards 
be mentioned, the happinefs which it enjoyed of 
reaping the harvefl: in tranquillity. 

Forty of this difcovering party having ap
proached towards Onnontague, fome of them 

who advanced to the river De Chougen wi~ .. 

neffed the defcent of thirty-three canoes of lro
quois, and they eveR heard fome of thefe favages 
faying to each other, that they were about to pay 

V 4 to 
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to the French, and to their brethren at St. Louis, 

a vifit which would be little expected. The 

other parties confirmed, that a great number of 

Iroquois were in the country. They all made 

fufficient hafie to give to the Governor of Mon- . 

treal leifure to place his pofis in a fituation to 
bid defiance to infult, and to M. de Frontenac to 

form a corps of eight hundred men on the ifland 
of Perrot. 

The enemy failed not to advance to Montreal, 

and difembarked on that ifiand, in fmall platoons, 

where they maifacred fome inhabitants. On 

advice of this being brought to the Governor

General, he thought fit to divide his little army, 
and to difperfe it among the parifhes to cover the 

reapers : this difpofition difconcerted all the 

meafures of the Iroquois, a confiderable body of 
whom was defeated behind Boucherville by M. 
de la Durantaye. There were fome furprifes 
made by the barbarians, but without any mate

rial injury. Thus finifhed the campaign in the 

centre of the colony. It proved fiill lefs pro

fitable to the Iroquois in the quarters towards the 
weft. 

It has been remarked, that M. la Matte Ca

dillac had influenced the favages who were in 
the neighbourhood of his poil: to make a defcent 

oh the common enemy. They were fuccefsfuJ, 

and brought to 1\'lichilimakinac a great number 

of 
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of prifoners. The Iroquois wifued to fatisfy 
their vengeance on the French, and marched in 
great force to confl:rain the Miamis to declare 
themfelves againfl: them; refolved, if they re
fufed, to drive them from the river St. Jofeph, 
where there was a populous village of thefe fa
vages. By good fortune M. de Comtemanche 
was at that place, together with fome Canadians, 
when the Iroquois appeared. He joined the 

Miamis, and fell fo fiercely on the barbarians, 
who were far from expecting that reception, 
that after having killed and wounded a great 
number, he obliged the remainder to fly in great 
diforder. 

This check was fenfibly felt by them ; but 
they found an advantage to counterbalance it by 

the perfidy of a Huron chief, called by the 
French, the Baron. He was a dangerous cha~ 
racrer, and the French, whofe enemy he naturally 
was, entertained no difirufl: or fufpicion of his 
conduct. He had prevented the Hurons of 
Michilimakinac from going to war like the others, 
and had been negotiating for fome time with the 
Iroquois. He concealed however his game with 
an adroitnefs and fecrefy, of which few people 
but favages, and efpecially the Hurons, are capa
ble ; and whilfi he went himfelf, with the deputies 
of the allies, to make to the Governor-General 
protefiations of unalterable attachment, he had 

fent 
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fent his fon with thirty warriors, who were e~
tirely at his difpofal, to the Tfonnonthouans. 

They conclucied with this canton a treaty , in 
which they comprehended the Outaouais; anc!, 
when the whole of the intrigue came to light, 
the p~rty was fo completely linked together, that 
it became impoilible for the Sieur la Matte Ca
dillac to break the connecrion. This commander 
was however fo far fuccefsful as to fulpend the 
execution of the treaty, at le aft on the part of the 
Outaouais; but the Baron, who had thrO\vn off 
the mafk, no ·longer preferved any meafures, and 
the French confoled themfelves with the reflec
tion, that a declared enemy is much lefs to be 
feared than a perfidious ally, particularly of the 
charaCl:er already defcribed, whofe plans were 
afterwards neither avowed nor adopted by his 
village. 

Another circum!hnce difquieted the Sieur de 
Ja Motte Cadillac, and engaged him to manage 
with addrefs a deputation which £hall prefently 
be mentioned. The favages of his difhiEt con
tinually complained of the high price of the 
French merchandife, which \\' :.lS indeed exorbi
tant. It is certain that nothing was more difad
vantageous for that people in Canada, particu
larly in critical conjunCl:ures, than the littie 
attention which was paid to the conduCl: of thofe 
engaged in the commerce, which fubjecred them 

more 
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more than once to the hazard of feeing their 
allies, whofe fupplies of furs became neceifary to 
the exifl:ence of that commerce, forfake their 
alliance for that of the Englifh. 

The c0mmandant of Michilimakinac, unable 
of himfelf to remedy that diforder, of which he 
was more in a fituation than any other perfon to 
forefee the defiruClive confequences, wilhed to 

imprefs with a full conviClion of this important 
truth the Governor-General and the Intendant, 
that they might purfue fuch meafures as would 
afford the defired relief. He fuggdl:ed to the 
deputies, whom he fent to Montreal under a 
different pretext, to prefent a collar to demancl a 
diminution of the pric.e of merchandife, and to 
infill: on this point as fo eifential, that they were 
refol ved not to depart from it. This they exe
cuted, and even went further than the Sieur de 
la Motte Cadillac intended. They appeared be
fore the Count de Frontenac as a people who 
propofed peace or war ; and in prefenting their 
collar they did not diifemble, that, if he granted 
not their demand, they fhould take their refolu
tion thereupon. 

Such a propofal, delivered with a menacing 
air, could not be favourably received, and the 
collar was rejeCled with difdain. The General 
made to the deputies the reproaches which their 
infolence merited ; but whilft he touched this 

fpring, 

• 
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fpring, he knew how to check it opportunely, 

and mingled with marks of his difpleafure fuch 

manners and expreffions as difcovered more of 

kindnefs than of anger. He gave hope to the 

favages that they fhould receive fatisfaClion with 

refpeCl to the terms of the merchandife. But, 

as in their difcourfe they delivered themfelves in 

a manner to induce the perfuafion that they were 

not much difpofed, independently of this article, 

to continue in a fiate of warfare, the General 

tefiified great compaffion for that blindnefs, which 

had deprived them of the view of their real inte

refls. He added, that for his own part he was 

refolved to make war: that he would have been 

happy to have wimeffed all his children join him, 

to avenge the blood of a great number of their 

brethren; but he was not in want of their ailifl:

ance: that he could not better punifh them for 

their indocility, than in leaving them at liberty 

to follow their inclinations : that he wi!hed only 

to imprefs them with the truth of the advice he 

had already given, that the Iroquois could never 

have any other views \vith refpetl to them but 

their defl:rutlion, and that experience ought to 

have made them fenfible, that that people fought 

to detach them from his alliance, only to arri\'e 

with greater facility at the execution of their 

purpofe. 

A degree 
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A degree of firmnefs fo feafonable afl:oniihed 
the deputies, and afforded particularly to the 
Huron chief ample matter for refieB:ion, but did 
not induce him to break the filence which he had 
hitherto preferved : he contented himfelf with 
faying, that he was not charged with any fpecial 
meifage on that head, on the part of his nation: 
that his orders extended no further than to hear 
what his father Ononthio would be pleafed to 
fay, that he might make a report to his brethren. 
The General however, who had been infl:ruCl:ed 
with regard to his fecret praB:ices, told him that 
it was in vain to diifemble : that he well knew 
his intentions, of which he was under no appre
heniion. The Outaouais and the Nifriffongs 
then conjured M. de Frontenac to be well per
fuaded that they had no fhare in the intentions 
of that perfon, who might merit his difpleafure, 
and added, that they would not return to their 
country, but were refolved to remain near their 
father, to be .witneffes of the enterprife which he 
was about to execute. 

Some time before M. le Sueur had conduB:ed 
to Montreal a large convoy from the weflern 
extremity of Lake Superior. Whilfl M. de 
Frontenac was giving audience to the favages 
who had accompanied him, a Siou chief ap
proached him with an air of fadnefs, fupported 
his hands on his knees, and, with tears in his 

eyes, 
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eyes, conjured him to have compaffion on him : 

that all the other nations poffeffed a father, and 
that he alone was like an abandoned child: He 
then firetched out a robe of beaver, on which 

having placed twenty-two arrows, he took them 
up one after the other, named at each a village 
of his nation, and demanded of the General to 
be pleafed to take them under his protection. 
The Count de Frontenac gave him a promife to 
that effect. But no means were afterwards taken 
to maintain thefe people in the alliance of the 
French. Confiderable advantages might have 
been derived from thence, by a traffic for leather 
and for wool, the vail: plains which they inhabit 
being covered with wild cattle. 

1 696. The fentiments of the court with refpeCl to the 
wars with the Iroquois were now fully explained 

by M. de Pontchartrain the minifi:er. Thefe 
continued acts of hofiility appeared to proceed 

from a jealoufy which prevailed with regard to a 

fuperiority in commerce for furs, with the na

tions of the upper country, between the inhabi
tants of Canada and thofe of New York; the 
fituation of the Iroquois giving them great ad

vantages in carrying on that traffic. It was be

lieved alfo, that the alienation of the Outaouais 

and of the other natives of thefe di!l:ant quarters, 

was occafioned by the French penetrating into 
their territories, and ufurping the commerce 

which 
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which thefe nations carried on with others more 

advanced towards the north. That the paffion 

for traverfing the woods of Canada, more unre

fl:rained than ever, notwithfl:anding frequent 

prohibitions to the contrary, was the fource of 

all the misforti.tnes of the colony, and had cre

ated eflablifhrnents too remote from each othert 

which diffipated and weakened the population, 

and overturned the views which the King enter

tained of uniting the inhabitants within more 

circumfcribed limits, and of applying their at

tention to indufhy and the culti,·ation of the 

lands. 
It was added, that the King, after baving con

fidered the reprefentation of M. M. Frontenac 

and Champigny relative to the ill-affeCted difpo

fition of the allies towards the French govern

ment, and to the difficulties and immenfe ex~ 

pence of maintaining a communication with them 

in time of war, had refolved, from the advice of 

thofe who were acquainted with the nature of 

the country, to abandon Michilimakinac, and 

the other advanced pofls, except Fort Louis of 

the Ilinois, which he was inclined to maintain, 

on condition that the Sieurs For.et and de Tonti~ 

on whom he had befl:owed this conceffion, 

iliould neither of themfelves tranfport, or c:aufe 

to be tranfported, any beaver fkins into the 

·colony. 
The 
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The commerce of New France was, doubtlefs, 
much injured by thl~ Canadians over-running the 
territories of the favages, and there introducing 
a fpirit of licentioufnefs, which rendered their 
country detefl:ed by all the people of the conti
nent, and ereCted an unfurmountable barrier to 
the progrefs of religion. But the remedies which 
the King propofed to apply, were by no means 
praCticable from the circurnfiances of the colony, 
fince it was certain that the advanced pofl:s would 
have been no fooner evacuated, than they would 
have been feized by the Englilh, whom all the 
favages efl:ablifhed in their vicinity would have 
joined. Thus the Englifh and the Iroquois, 
firengthened by fuch an acquifition of force, 
would in one campaign have driven the French 
out of Canada. 

Or.. the other hand, l\1. de Frontenac became 
at length convinced of the indifpenfible neceffity 
of making an effort to humble the Iroquois. 
He was alfo perfuaded of it from the difpofitions 
which they evinced in the lafl: audience which he 
gave to the deputies of that nation ; but what 
mofl: of all determined him to make his appear
ance in the cantons with all his force, was the 
advice which he had received from all quarters 
of the bad effects which the inaCtion of the 
French every where produced, notwithfl:anding 
the hop~s with which their allies had for a long 

I time 
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time been flattered, of a great expedition againfi: 
the common enemy. 

Having taken this refolution, he made it 
known to the commandant of Michilimakinac 
by a Frenchman, who fet out with the deputies 
of the Outaouais on their return to their coun
try. The melfenger f~und the Sieur de la Motte 
Cadillac in great embarraffment. Ambaffadors 
from the Iroquois had been received by the fa .. 
vages of his poft, and had obtained from them 
all that they wilhed ; an effect of the intrigues 
of the Baron. They not only had concluded a 
treaty of peace with the Hurons and the Ou .. 
taouais, but they had induced them to adopt 
the determination of uniting themfelves to the 
enemies of the French. 

La Motte Cadillac had in vain attempted to 
gajn admiffion to their conference; but Onafke, 
chief of the Outaouais Kifkakons, had acquainted 
him with every thing that paffed between them. 
It only now remained to difconcert their in
trigues, which became fiill more difficult after 
the return of the deputies who had been at Mon
treal, and during whofe abfence the whole had 
been carried on. Thefe deputies publilhed on 
their arrival, that all the French were dead : 
this is an expreffion in ufe among the favages to 
indicate that affairs are in a ftate of defpair. 
They particularly affirmed, that the French. 

VOL. I. :X dared 
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dared not to make their appearance at fea, that 
they poffeffed neither wine, nor brandy, and that 

they had fuffered the deputies to return in the 

fame fhirts '~hich they had brought to Montreal, 
Ononthio not finding himfelf in a fituation to 

prefent them with others. In this unpleafant 

conjuntlure la Motte Cadillac did not give him

felf up to defpondency. The Frenchman who 

had accompanied the deputies having put into 

his hands letters from the Governor-General, 

informing him of feveral advantages which had 

been gained by the French over the Iroquois, he 

made an advantageous ufe of this intelligence. 

He then declared, that, notwithfl:anding the fear

city of merchandife, occafioned by the delay of 

veffels expeCted from France, which the contrary 

winds, and not the fear of the Engli!h, had pre

vented from arriving at the ufual time, he would 

give all the articles that remained in the maga

zines at the fame price at which they had hither

to been fold, and that he would likewife deliver 

them upon credit. This propofal had a good 

effect : Ona!ke and feme other emiffaries of the 

commandant, took advantage of it to open the 

eyes of fuch as were mofl: prejudiced by the con

fequences of the negotiations in which they had 

engaged, and when the Sieur de la l\:1otte Ca

dillac faw them beginning to waver, h<; called 

them t~Jgether. He told them, that if they would 

reflect: 
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reflea on his condua fince he had refided among 

them, they would be convinced that he had not 

deceived them, as they fuppofed, and had been 

complained of in terms of little refpect; but that 

they had fuffered themfelves to be fcduced by 
• 

malevolent fpirits, whom they ought to have re-

garded with diflrufl. As he perceived that thefe 

reproaches affected them, he thought it unnecef

fary to make a longer difcourfe, and without 

allowing them time to confult, he propofed to 

them to detach feveral parties againfl: the Iro

quois, who were then on hunting expeditions 

with the Hurons, and fame Outaouaifians. Such 

is the unfortunate fituation of thofe whofe lot it 
is to govern barbarians wi(hout faith, and defli
tute of principles of honour, that they can never 

place reliance on their .promifes, nor frequently 

find any other means to avoid becoming the vic

tims of their perfidy, than in the little regard, 

proceeding from a principle of natural levity, 

that they pay to their political ties. The Ou

taouais violated the faith which they had fre

quently f-worn to maintain wi th the French ; new 

engagements had attached them to the Iroquois, 

and they fuddenly became again their enemies. 

Scarcely had la Matte Cadillac ceafed from 

fpeaking, when Onafke Ouillamek, a chief of 

Pontouatami, and an Algonquin named Mikinac, 

having declared themfelves chiefs of the enterprife, 

x 2 prefently 
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prefently alfembled a confiderable number of 

warriors. Some Hurons immediately hafl:ened 

to inform the Iroquoi~, who took to flight, but 

the Outaouais made fuch hafl:e that they over

took them. A combat began with much fero

city on the borders of a river, into which the 

Iroquois were obliged to throw themfelves, and 

feek for fafety by fwimming. The viClors brought 

to Michilimakinac thirty fcalps, and thirty-two 

prifoners, with a booty of five hundred beaver 

Ikins . . Several Hurons were among the number 

of prifoners, who were delivered up to their na

tion, which appeared fenfible of that mark of 
refpeCl:. 

After an event of fuch confequence, it was not 

to be apprehended that the Outaouais would 

foon come to an accommodation with the Iro

quois, nor with the Englilh, on whom the 1ofs 

of the booty fell, becaufe they had advanced 

their merchandife to the Iroquois for the future 

produce of rheir chace. 
Some time afterwards I'vl. d' Agenteuil arrived 

at Michilimakinac, and there publifued an ac

count of great preparations which M. de Fronte

nac was making, with a defign to attack the 

Iroquois in their country. M. de la Motte Ca

dillac invited the f:lVages to join their father ; 

but he made known to them, that he gave this 

invitation of himfelf, without having received 

any 
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any order on the fubjeCt from the General. B o o K 
r h VJ. Onafke th~:n declared, that he would go 10rt ~ 

to ficrht under the banner of Ononthio, and the 1696• 
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commandant flattered himfelf for a time that a 
body of four hundred warriors would march to 

firengthen the French army; but various inci
dents rendered thefe expedations ineffeCtual, and 
it was believed that the Hurons had fecretly op
pofed the meafure, in order to avenge themfelves 
of the affront which they had received by the 

defeat of the Iroquois. 
There were many different opinions refpeB:ing 

the plan to be purfued in order to infure the 
fuccefs of an expedition fo defirable, by which 

it was hoped to put an end to a war which had 
frequently brought the colony to the verge of 
ruin, which impeded its progrefs, and by means 
of which the Englifh confiderably augmented 
their commerce, and efl:ablifhed their power on 
the continent of North America. The choice 

of the time for commencing the operations was 
principally the fubjett on which they who were 
to conduCt them were not agreed. Many con .. 
ceived, that the winter was the fittefl: period to 
fall upon the canton of Onnontague with all the 
forces of the colony, in order to have time to 

complete in one campaign the defl:ruttion of all 
the other cantons. But the Chevalier de Cal

lieres entertained different fentiments. He told 

X3 the 
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the General, that he would not find a fuflicient 
number of perfons who could march on fnow 
llwes, carry and drag provifions and ammuni. 

tion for fuch a difl:ance, and defiroy a village 
fituated in the middle of an enemy's country, 
where it was eafy for the Iroquois to affemble 
in a fhort time all their warriors, and to -fortify 
themfelves in fuch manner as to fiop for a con. 

fider {tble period the progrefs of the French army. 

He added, that although they might force their 
intrenchments, the enemy could eafily prepare 

amhufcades for troops loaded with baggage, and 
might harrafs them even to the gates of Montreal: 
that it was better to a\\ air the arrival of furnmer, 
and then nothing could impede the march of all 
the troops, the militia, and domiciliated favages, 

who would compofe a body capable of facing the 
enemy on every fide, and of executing whatever 

was intended : that it might be neverthelefs at
tended with advantage, that a detachment fhould 

in the mean time proceed upon the ice to attack 
the Agniers, who were the nearefl:, and who 
having no expeCtation of fuch an enterprife 
might be eafily furprifed. 

The General adopted this advice, be~aufe the 
feafon was fo unfavourable in the month of Janu. 

ary, that from ~ebec there was no poffibility of 

travelling on the river St. ~awrence, either on 

foot~-
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foot, or in a cariole, or in canoes. He ordered B o o K 
VI. 

the Governor of Montreal to fend five or fix ---.,......J 

hundred men, to be fupplied by his government x6~6. 
and that of Three Rivers, againfl: the canton of 
Agnier. This party was foon in readinefs, and 
was on the point of mar::hing, when authentic 
advice was receiveci that their intention was dif-
covered, and that the Agniers had taken the 
precaution to procure. affiilance not only from 
the other cantons, but likewife from the Englilh 
of New York. 

M. de Callieres then fent a detachment of three 
hundred men under the command of M. de 
Louvigny, to proceed to the grand peninfula 
formed by Outaouais river and the St. Lawrence, 
and to fall upon the Iroquois huntfmen, who 
ufually reforted thither in great numbers at that 
feafon of the year. He was flopped not far from 
Montreal by the quantity of fnow, which fell 
that year in much greater abundance than ufual. 
He afterwards continued his rout, until within 
five leagues of Cataracony, with incredible fa
tigue, finding the fnow foft, and of the height 
of fix or feven feet. He detached from thence 
fome favages on difcovery, who after feven or 
eight days' march met with ten Iroquois and a 
woman, of whom they killed three, and took the 
rell prifoners. They were brought to Montreal, 
where two were burnt, amd the others pardoned, 

x 4 becaufe 
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becaufe (ome Frenchmen, who had been fiaves 

in their country, recognifed them, and tefiified, 

that to them they owed their lives : they were 

difiributed between the villages of Sault Saint 

Louis, the Mountain, and Lorette. 

Some other prifoners who were captured in 

the fpring, reported that the Iroquois kept them

felves during the whole winter ihut up in their 

forts, and that they intended foon to come in 

confiderablt bands to prevent the French from 
fowing their corn. Several parties of thefe bar

barians accordingly fpread themfelves through 

the fettlements, but by the precautions of the 
Governor of Montreal the labours of huibandry 

were not interrupted~ Some habitations were 
furp :fed by the enemy, in confequence of want 

· of attention to the orders which had been . 
gtven. 

In the month of May the Chevalier de C~l
lieres def.:ended to ~ebec, to fettle with the 
Co\lnt de Frontenac the operations of the cam
paign, the preparations for which were in a fiate 

of forwardnefs; and when all the neceifary ar. 

rangements were made, he returned to l\1onrreal 

to put in execution what had been agreed on. 

On ~he 22<:! of June the Governor-General there 

join~d him, ac<;ompanied by M. de Champigny, 

the Chevalier de Vaudreuil, M. de Ramazay, 

(Jover~or of Three Rivers, the troops and 

tnilitia. 
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militia of the government of ~ebec, and of that 

of Three Rivers. Thofe of the government of 

Montreal were already a!fembled, and nothing 

remained to be d,me but to begin their march. 

On the 4th of July ten Outaouais arrived at 

Montreal from the environs of Onnontague, 

where they had for a long time rambled, without 

having been able to make a fingle prifoner. At 
length being informed that a confiderable party 

was detached again~ them, they retired to Cata• 

rocony, where the Sieur des Jordis, who there 

commanded, having acquainted them tbat the 

French were upon the point of marching, and 

that the Count de Frontenac had put himfelf at 

their head, they expreffed a defire to accompany 

him. They therefore came to make offer of 

their fervices, which were accepted, in the hope 

that feveral of their countrymen might thereby 

be induced to join them. They found the 

General at La Chine, where the army arrived 

the fame day, and where five hundred favages 

alfo atfembled, of whom two divifions were 

formed. M. de Maricourt, a captain, had the 

command of the firfi:, compofed of the Iroquois 

of Sault Saint Louis, and of the domiciliated 

Abenaquis. The fecond, in which were the Hu

rons of Lorette, and the Iroquois of the Moun

tains, was commanded by M. de Beauvais, a 
lieutenant. The ten Outaouais, to whom were 

joined 
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joined fome Algonquins, Sokokis, and Nipiffings 
formed a feparate band, with the conduct 
of which the Baron de _ Behancourt charged 
himfelf. 

The troops were divided into four battalions 
of two hundred men each, under the orders of 

four experienced captains, M. M. de la Duran
taye, De Muys, Du Mefnil, and the Chevalier de 
Grais. Four battalions of militia were alfo 
formed : that of ~ebec was commanded by M. 
de St. Martin, a reduced captain ; that of Beau
pre by M. de Grandville, a lieutenant; that of 

-Three Rivers by M. de Grandpre, major of the 
place ; and that of Montreal by M. des Cham
bauts, attorney-general of that town. M. de 
Subucafe, a captain, acted in the fituation of ma. 

jor of brigade general, and each battalion, as 
well of troops as of miliria, had its brigade 

maJor. 
On the 6th of July the army encamped in the 

Ile Perrot, and next day departed from thence 
in the following order. M. de Callieres led the 

vanguard, compofed of the firfl: band of favages, 
and of two battalions of troops : it was preceded 

by two large batteaux, in which was the commif
fary of artillery with two field-pieces, fome fmall 
mortars, and the ammunition. Some canoes 
conducted by Canadians, accompanied them with 

all kinds of provifions. The Count de Fronte--

na<; 
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nac follo\·red, furrounded by canoes , which car
ried his tents and his bagg;1ge, his fervants, and 

a number of volunteers, having with him M. le 

Vaifour, engineer in chief. The four battalions 
of militia, {honger than thofe of the troops, 
formed the main body, which M. de Remazay 
commanded under the General, and the two 

other battalions of troops, with the fecond band 

of favages, formed the rear guard, which was 

under the orders of the Chevalier de Vau .. 

dreuil. 

The army fet out in this order, which was not 
interrupted during the march, except that the 
corps which one day formed the advanced guard, 
formed on another the rear guard, thus alter
nately changing their pofition. On the xgth it 
arrived at Cataracony, where it remained until 
the 26th, wairing for four hundred Outaouais, 
whom M. de la Motte Cadillac had promifed to 
colleB:, but who did not make their appearance. 
Some French Coureurs de Bois were to have ac
companied them, but likewife did not come ; 
they dared not probably hazard the journey, be
lieving the country to be infefted by firong par
ties of the enemy. Twenty-fix fick men were 
)~ft behind at Cataracony, greatefi part of whom 

were wounded in afcending the rapids. On the 
~8th the army arrived at the mouth of the river 

Chouguen. As this river is narrow and rapid, 
the 

BOOT<. 
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the General, before entering it, fent fifty fcouts by 
land on each fide. The firfi: day they only ad
vanced a league and a half. The next the army 
was feparated into two corps, to make more 
difpatch, and to occupy both by land and water 
the two fides of the river. M. de Frontenac 
took the left with M. de Vaudreuil, four batta
lions of troops, and one of militia. M. M. de 
Callieres and Ramazay, with all the remainder, 
held the right fide. On the evening they re
united, after having advanced three leagues, and 
halted at the bottom of a waterfall, where the 
river through its whole breadth pours itfelf over 
a perpendicular rock of twenty-five feet in 
height, forming a curtain of refplendent white
nefs. 

The greatefi part of the army was unluckily 
drawn into the current when proceeding on the 
journey, above the fall, and was in danger of 
being carried down the precipice. The Go
vernor of Montreal immediately made all his 
men leap into the water, drag the batteaux a. 
:fhore, carry the cannon by land, and advance 
the batteaux on rc.llers, until they arrived to a 
confiderable difiance above the fall. This fer
vice, which lafied till ten o'clock in the evening, 
was performed by the light of tlambeaux made 
of bark. The rapid being completely paffed, 
they began to march with more precaution, not 

only 
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only becaufe they approached the enemy, but on 
account of the troops who advanced by land, the 
roads being very difficult, the Chevalier de 
Vaudreuil having with his troops marched five 
leagues along the river, wading up to his 
knees. 

At length the army entered into the lake De 
Gannentaha, by a place which is called tht 
Cf'rench, and which it would have been difficult 

to force, if the enemy had taken the precaution 

to poifefs themfelves of it. They there found 
two packets of junks fufpended to a tree, which, 
according to the cufi:om of the favages, indicated 
that fourteen hundred and thirty-four warriors 
were waiting tq_ engage the French. The army 
then traverfed the lake in order of battle. M. 
de Callieres, who commanded on the left, made 
a feint to defcend from that quarter where the 
enemy was, and at the fame time the Chevalier 

de Vaudreuil made a fimilar motion on the right 
with eight hundred men; then turning round 
the lake, he joined M. de Callieres. All the reft 
of the army then difembarked. 

M. le Vaifeur immediately traced a fort, which 

was completed the following day. They there 

p~aced the magazine of provifions, the canoes, 
and the batreaux, and the guard was committed 

to the Marquis de Crifafy and to M. des Berge· 

res, captains, with fifty chofen men. This expe-

dition 
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clition not having been concealed under any pre• 

text foreign to its object, the French could not 

expect to furprife the Iroquois. It is true, the 

incertitude in which they remained with refpeCl: 

to the particular quarter on which the fiorm 

would fall, kept for a long time the cantons in 

fufpence; but unluckily an inhabitant of the 

village of the mountain, who had been detached 

with feveral others to make prifoners, communi

cated to them the real deflgn of the French. 

Another piece of ad vice which this traitor after

wards gave to the canton of Tfonnonthouan, 

produced an effect contrary to that which he 

expected: the Chevalier de Callieres, who was 

well acquainted with the manner of the favages, 

faid, on leaving Cataracony, that the Outaouais 

would not arrive, becaufe they had been requefi

ed to attack the canton of Tfonnonthouan, 

whiHl: the army fhould march to Onnontague. 

The defener failed not to communicate this 

news to his countrymen, ~hich was the caufe 

that all the warriors remained there for its 

defence. 

The fame evening a great light was perceived 

in the quarter of the principal village of the 

Onnontagues, and it was fuppofed, which was 

afterwards found to be the cafe, that the favages 

had fet it on fire. 

On 
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On the 3d of Auguft the army went to en
camp at half a league from the place of debarka
tion in the vicinity of fame falt fprings. The 
following day M. de Subercafe ranged it in order 
of battle in two lines, and formed the neceffary 
detachments for tranfporting the artillery. M. 
de Callieres commanded the left wing, and the 
Chevalier de Vaudreuil that of the right: the 
General was between the two, carried in an arm 
chair, furrounded by his houfehold and the vo .. 
lunteers, having the cannon in his front. The 
road was difficult, and they arrived not at the 
village before late at night : they found it re .. 
duced to a!hes, and two Frenchmen, who had 
long been prifoners there, were recent! y maifa
cred. 

What appeared frill more extraordinary was, 
that the enemy had defiroyed their fort, which 
they might have defended for a confiderable 
time. This fort had been confiruCl:ed by the 
Englifh, and was a parallelogram with four 
bafl:ions, furrounded by a double pallifade, flank .. 
ed by redoubts, with an outward inclofure of 
pofis upwards of forty feet in height. 

On the morning of the srh, two women and 
a child of the village of the mountain, who had 
been for fix years captives at Onnontague, made 
their efcape and came to the camp, who gave 
information that fevetal days before, all who 

were 
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were not in a condition to carry arms had taken 
refuge at a league from the camp. In the after. 

noon of the fame day a French foldier, who had 

been made prifoner at the fame time with father 

Milet, arrived from Onneyouth, charged with a 

collar on the part of the chiefs of this canton to 

folicit terms of peace. The General fent him 
back immediately with a propofal to thofe who 

deputed him, that he would willingly receive 
their fubmiffion, but upon condition that they 

would come to efrablifh themfelves among the 
French ; that they mufr not conceive that he 
would be amufed by feigned negotiations, and 
that he !hould march with troop& to know their 

final anfwer. 

The Chevalier de Vaudreuil accordingly fet 
out for this canton, at the head of feven hundred 
men, with orders to cut down the corn, to burn 
the villages, to receive fix chiefs in quality of 

hofiages, and, in cafe they !hould make the fmall
efi refifiance, to put to the fword all whDm he 

could find. On the 16th a youl!g Frenchman, 
feven years a prifoner at Onnontague, made his 
efcape, and difcovered the place where great 
quantities of corn and other ftores, which the 

enemy were unable to carry off, were concealed. 

They were feized upcn, the ftanding corn cut 

down, and a fcene of dev-afiation carried on for 

two fucceffive days. 

On 
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On the 8th, an Onnontague, aged near a hun
dred years, was taken in the woods, being unable 
to efcape with the others, or perhaps not having 
the inclination to provide for his fafety ; for it ap
peared that he there awaited with intrepidity the 
approach of death. He was delivered into the hands 
of the favages, who without regard to his extra
ordinary age, difcharged upon him the refentment 
which the flight of his countrymen had excited. 
It was doubtlefs a fingular fpetl:acle to behold 
more than four hundred men venting their rage 
againfl an object worn down by age and decrepi
tude, from whom by the force of torture they 
were unable to extraCt a figh, and who ceafed 
not while he lived to reproach them with being 
the flaves of the French, of whom he affected to 
fpeak in termfs of the greateft contempt. The 
only complaint that efcaped from his lips, was, 
that when from motives of compaffion, or per
haps of rage, one of them fiabbed him repeated
ly with a knife to pu_t an end to his exifience, 
" Thou oughtfl not," faid he, " to abridge my 
life, that thou mightfl: have rime to learn to die like 
a man. For my own part, I die contented, be
caufe I know no me r:nefs with which to reproach 
myfelf." 

On the 9th M. de Vaudreuil, after hav
ing burnt the fort and villages of the canton of 
Onneyouth, returned to the camp with thirty-

voL. 1. Y five 
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five men, moll of them French prifoners whom 

he had liberated. He was accompanied by fame 

of the principal chiefs of the canton, who came 
to place themfelves at the mercy of M. de Fron

tenac. This General gave them a favourable 

reception, in the hope of drawing over others, 

but his expe_cration was vain. There was found 

among this party a young Agnier, who had 

come to Onneyouth to fee what was paffing: he 

was recognifed to have deferted the preceding 

winter from the village of the mountain, and was 

burnt. A council of war was affembled to deli

berate on what fhould be done, in order more 

effeCtually to terminate the expedition, and ir 

was refolved to treat the canton of Goyogouin 

in the fame manner as they had done thofe of 

Onnontague and Onneyouth, and afterwards to 

confhua forts, to prevent the favages from re

eflablifhing themfelves in thofe quarters. The 

Chevalier de Callieres made offer to remain in 

that country during winter, in order to execute . 

the project. But the General afterwards altered 

his intention, and ordered a difpofition to be 

made for r-.!urning to l\1ontre~l. 

In vain did M. de Callieres reprefent to him 

that they ought at leaft, before leaving the coun

try, to reduce the Goyogouins, the m oft fierce of 

all the Iroquois, and the leaft difficult to over

come. That for thi purpofe they had only to 

defcend 
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defcend a fine river which conduCted to that B o o K 

canton, and that a part of the army only was 

necdfary for this expedition. The General 
however perfifl:ed in his refolution to return, 
which created much difcontent, and they who 

leafl: concealed their fentiments were the Cana. 
d_ians, and the Iroquois of the Sault Saint 
Louis. 

The Count de Frontenac paid no attention to 
thefe murmurs of difapprobation. He departed 
on the 9th, and encamped at two leagues from 
his fort, which he reached on the following day; 
and rafed it to the foundation. On the 2oth 
he arrived at l\iontreal, having lo(l: no more than 

fix men in his expedition, fome of whom were 
drowned in the rapids. He believed he had 
effeCted much in humiliating the Iroquois; but 
as he was informed that the fcarcity of proviGons 

was not lefs great in the cantons where he had 
not penetrated, than in thofe he had ravaged, and 
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that New York was by no means in a fl:ate to r697· 

affifi: them; he hoped that this nation, in order 
to avoid its total ruin, would accept fuch condi-
tions of peace as he would be pleafed to befl:ow. 
That he might more fully confi:rain them to this 
neceffity, he refolved to profecute the war, and 
having allo\ved his army time to repofe after its 

fatigues, he formed feveral detachments, who 
haraffed the enemy until the end of autumn. 

Y 2 l\1. de 
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M. de Frontenac jufily conceived that the 
Iroquois, whom he had more fl:unned than fub· 
clued, would not fail to refume their ferocity, 
and to lhew themfelves on the frontiers of the 
colony. .But no projeCt which he had formed 
to complete their humiliation fucceeded, and the 
affairs of the province, on account of that war, 
were foon found to be in the fame fituation in 
which they were before he made his !all cam
paign with a force· more than fuilicient effeCtually 
ro ruin the cantons. 

The Chevalier de Callieres had received or

ders, towards the end of autumn, to raife in his 

government a confiderable body of men, and to 

fend them over the ice to aa againll the Ag
niers; but the want of prO\·ifions rendered this 
fcheme impracl:icable, the crop having been very 
unprodudi\'e. 

Some parties however went out to harrafs the 

enemy, and took the rout to Ne\\' York. One 

named Dubol', who conducted one of thefe 

bodies, after having fought for fome time, with 
much valour, againfl the 1\Iahingans and Agniers 
with fuccefs, fell into an ambufcade near to 

Orange. Out of fixteen, the number of which 
it confifted, ten were killed on the fpot, Dubos 
and three others were wounded, taken, and 

brought to Orange ; two more of the party never 
afterwards were heard of. 

A fecond 
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A fecond band of fevcn or eight Frenchmen 
were not more happy. It was met by favages 
of the mountain, who took them for Englilh, 
and charged them. Two were killed before the 
error was difcovered, and the great chief of the 
mountain, named Totathiron, perifhed, which 
was a great lofs to the colony. 

Thirty-three Onneyouths arrived at Montreal 
on the sth of Feb:uary, who faid that they had 
come to acquit themfelves of the promife which 
they had made to their father, to rank themfelves 
with the number of his children ; that all the 
other inhabitants of the canton had charged 
them to aifure him, that the reft of their nation 
would have followed them, if the Agnier and 
Onnontague had not diifuaded them ; that they 
had not however changed their mind, and if 
Ononthio would be pleafed to fend to them, 
they would not fail to come ; that they were re
folved to fettle in whatever place he fhould affign 
them, wifhing only to preferve the difl:inCl:ive 
name of their nation. They requefted they 
might be allowed Father Milet as their miffion
ary. 

BOOK 
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M. de Callieres received them foLvourably, and 
wrote to the Count de Frontenac to know his 
intention on the fubjeCl:. He received there
upon an order to fend back their chief to Onne
youth, that he might inform his countrymen of 
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the good reception with which he had met, and 

to engage the whole to follow his example. 

This negotiation, and the conduB: of the Onne

youths who had gone to Montreal, had occa~ 
fioned great umbrage to the other cantons, and 

the Onnontagues put themfelves in motion to 
oppofe their refolution. The Agniers, more 

impatient than the others to know in what fitua

tion matters were with refpea to the Onne

youths, fent two of their people to ~ebec, on 

pretext of conducring thither two young ladies 

who had been captured the preceding year at 

Sorel. They gave intelligence that the Iroquois 

were beginning to recover from their terror ; 

that the Englifh had made prefents to the On

nontagues to indemnify them for their loifes, and 

to engage them to re-build their village ; and 

that they expecred to be able to few in the enfu

ing fpring the fame fields which the French had 

ravaged. 

The two Agniers on their part demanded, in 
a haughty tone, of the Count de Frontenac, if 

the road from their ~anton to ~ebec lhould be 

open. Th~ General anfwered, that the firfi: 

Iroquois who fhould have the infolence to fpeak 

to him in that manner lhould be inflantly pu

nifhed : that he neverthelefs pardoned them, in 

confideration of the two captives which they had 

reflored him, but that they mull: accuftom them-

felves 
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felves to fpeak in a more mild and humble tone 
before him: that he wouH. no further liflen to 
them until they were perfettly fubmiffive to his 
pleafure, and until they fhould have reflored all 

the Frenchmen who were prifoners among 
them. 

They were detained during the remainder of 
the winter left they {hould inform their country
men of the places where the allies had gone to 
the chace, and in the mean time fmall parties 
were ordered out from 1\lontreal to harrafs the 
enemy, and to endeavour to learn what was 
paffing in the cantons, and at New York. 

The Iroquois foon perceived that it was not 
intended to make any further ferious attempt to 
trouble them, and fpread themfelves every where 
over the country. This circumfl:ance obliged the 
Governor of Montreal to increafe his parties 
which he fent againfl: them, and he thus fuc
ceeded in breaking all their meafur-:s. 

A confiderable number of the Miamis, inha
biting the banks of the river Maramek, one of 

thofe which difcharges itfelf into the ea ern part 
of Lake Michigan, had left that part of the coun
try in the month of Augufl of the preceding year, 
to unite themfelves with their countrymen efl:a
blithed on the river St. Jofeph, and had been · 
attacked on the way by fome Sioux, who had 
killed feveral of their number . The Miarnis of 

Y 4 St. 
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St. Jofeph, informed of this act of hoftility, went 

into the country of the Sioux, and attacked a . 

fituarion where a number of that people were 

entrenched with fome Frenchmen, who belonged 

to that clafs called CoureurJ de Bois. 
They made feveral atfaults with great refolu

tion, but they were always driven back, and 

obliged at length to retreat, after having loft 

fome of the braveft of their warriors. In return

ing home they met with other Frenchmen, who 

were carrying arms and ammunition to the 

Sioux ; they took from them every thing they 

had, without doing them further mifchief. They 

afterwards made known to the Outaouais what 

had happened, who fent a deputation to the 

Count de Frontenac, to reprefent to him that it 
was abfolutely necetfary to appeafe the Miamis, 

whofe difcontent was fo {hong that it might in

duce them to join wirh the lroquois. The Ge

neral made fuch an anfwer to the deputies as 

was proper in a conjuncture fo delicate, and took 

fuch meafures as he conceived would prevent any 

ill confequences from that unfortunate affair. 

They reftrained not however the Miamis from 

continuing to ufe reprifals, when occafion pre

fented itfelf. The former complaints againft 

running throughout the woods, and the laft re

prefentations of all thofe inhabitants who were 

~ealous of preferving good order in the colony, 

had 
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had the delired effetl. So late as the foregoing 
year, the King had expreff!ly forbid the Gover

nor-General to permit any Frenchman to afcend 
into the countries of the favages, with a view of 
trading there. Some of the council of Canada 

wtre of opinion, that the King fhould be fuppli
cated to limit this refhaint. It was fuggefl:ed 
that a middle line might be adopted, which was 
not to maintain among the diflant favage nations 
more than two pofl:s, Michilimakinac and the 
river St. Jofeph ; to limit the number of French

men who Lhould be permitted to go thither, and 
to take various other precautions, which Lhould 
afterwards be pointed out, to fi:op the abufe, of 
which it was with reafon complained. 

M. de Frontenac was far from approving of 

thefc temperate meafures, which diminilhed his 
authority, and as he conceived that, in literally 
obeying the order which has been mentioned, 

inconveniences would happen, which would 
oblige the council of the King to bring back 
matters to their former footing, he acquainted 
the minifl:er, that in order to conform ro the in
tentions of his m a jelly, he would recal all French

men from the diflant pofl:s ; but the unhappy 

affair of the Miamis, caufed by the Courcurs 

de Bois, made him fear that even the propofal of 
retaining only two forts would not be accepted, 

and that they who had awakened the zeal of the 
Prince, 
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B o o K Priuce, would take advantage of this new 1nci-

vr. dent to folicit the entire exeeution of the laft '---"'-_. 
1697· orders of the court. 

The General therefore began to think the 

modifications which had been propofed more 

reafonable, becaufe they at leafl: preferved to him 

a part of rhe whole, which he was upon the point 

of lofing, and he joined thofe who had given 

thefe propofals. in reprefenting to the miniflry, 

that there exifled an indifpenfible neceffity for 

not touching the polls of Michilimakinac and of 

the river St. Jofeph, and that an officer and 

twelve men ought to be maintained in each. 

That it \\'as not practicable to fupport thofe 

pofh, if at leafl twenty.five canoes, laden with 

merchandife, were not fent thither every year. 

That for the fafety of the miffionaries, it was ne

ceifary to detach troops from time to time among 

the favages. That the licences for vending 

merchandife to Upper Canada were a refource 

for relieving the indigence of many refpeB:able 

families to whom they were given, and v;'ho fold 

them to the merchants and voyageurs ; and that 

if this dependence was cut off, another mode of 

provifion for their fuflenance mufl be devifed. 

In fine, that thefe voyages ferved to retain in the 

country a number of young men, who were of 

no other employment, and who, if they could not 

profecute this, would go in fearch of fubiiftence 

10 
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firenoth to thofe, and proportionabl y enfeeble ._....,__, 
the French. 1697. 

Some of this reafoning was not altogether 
found, and part of it proved that there exirled 
evils, to which it was dangerous to apply too 
fudden a remedy. After having weighed the 
whole, the coUJ~ cil concluded, that to abandon 
the pofts, after having efl:abli!hed and fupported 
them with great expence, and after giving reafon 
for the allied favages to look upon them as a 
great advantage to their refpeC!:ive nations, would 
expofe thefe people to the temptation of giving 
themfelves wholely to the Englifh. 

Several merchants had, a confiderable time 
before this period, affociated themfelves .for the 
purpofe of carrying into effeC!: the eflablifument 
of a fifhery in Canada, but had not been able to 
afcertain the place which fuould feem beft 
adapted, and the fafefl: for an enterprife of this 
nature. The perfon v.'ho firfi fuggefl:ed the plan 
was the Sieur Reverin, a man of an enlightened, 
aCl:ive, and enterprifing mind, whom ob!l:acles 
could not eafily difcourage or deprefs. The 
harbour of Mom Louis, fltuated on the fouthern 
coafl: of the river St. Lawrence, amongfl: the 
mountains of Notre Dame, and nearly half way 
between ~ebec and the ~xtrem i ty of the s-ulph, 
was chofen as the mofi convenient place for this 

purpofe. 
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purpofe. In this harbour, which is at the mouth 
of a river, the anchoring ground is good, and 
the vetfels which may lie in the road are expofed 
to no wind except from the north, which feldom 
blows during fummer. The river is capable of 
receiving veffels of one hundred tons burden. 

They are there fheltered in every quarter, from 
fiormy weather and from an enemy, becaufe it 

can only be entered at high water; and when 
the tide is low, there only remain in the entrance 
two feet of water, although in the river itfelf 

veffels may be a-floar. It has alfo the advantage 
of being eafily defended, having on one fide in
acceffible mountains, and on the other a point of 
land about three or four hundred yards in 
length, forming a peninfula, upon which a fort 

might be confhueted. This is a fituation well 

calculated for drying the fifh, which are in fuffi
cient plenty on this fide the river, throughout 
an extent of many leagues, from Cape Rofiers 
at the entrance of the St. Lawrence, as far as the 
river lVIatane. Whales may likewife be caught 

fifteen leagues higher up. The foil near l\Iont 

Louis is capable of producing corn, and the 

paflurage is fufficiently good. 

All the veffels which afcend to ~ebec pafs in 

view of l'v1ont Louis, and confiderable advan

tages might be derived from fettling this poft, 

where veifels in want of water and provifions, . 
m 
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in fo long a navigation as that of the St. Law

rence, might procure thofe neceifary articles. 

A flate quarry was alfo difcovered there, which 

might have been worked with fuccefs, had rhat 

fpecies of covering been in ufe for the towns in 

Canada, whereby conflagrations would have 

been rendered lefs frequent and dreadful rhan 

they have always been, from fuch quantities of 
wood being employed in the confl:rutlion of the 

buildings. 

Some of the inhabitants being advifed to fi{h 

in the harbour of Mont Louis, caught a great 

abundance of cod, although in want of many 
things neceffary for fuch an undertaking, and it 

was from the favourable report made by them 

that the company of the Sieurs Reverin agreed 

to form a fettlement in that fituation. 

Every thing being prepared for entering upon 

this projeCt, many inhabitants fer out in boars 

for Mont Louis, and a veifd loaded with falt and 

all kinds of provilions was at anchor in the road 

of ~ebec, waiting for a fair wind, when, to
wards the end of fv1ay, the Count de Frontenac 

received an order to be upon his guard againfl: 

the Englifu, and not to fuffer any ve!fel to de

fcend the river. This fituation of affairs, in

aufpicious to the enterprife of :rvt de Reverin, 
difcouraged his a!fociates. Continuing ho'' : vcr 
refoluce for its execution, he gave every encou-

2 ragemcnt 
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ragement in his power to thofe wh6 had already 

gone thither, and in the following year the filhery 

and the harvefl: were fo plentiful 1 as fully to 

anfwer every expeCl:ation which had been 

formeJ. 

By the lafl: velfels which arrived this year 

from France, the Governor received a new order 

from the King, which occafioned him confider

able difquiet; it contained an abfolute prohibi. 

tion againfi: any officer or foldier who ihould be 

detached to the difi:ant pofl:s, carrying on any 

commerce, on pain, for the officers, of being 

cafhiered ; and for the foldiers, of being fent to 

the galleys. The fame penalty was extended to 

the 'Voyagwr.r, none of whom the King would 

fuffer to go into thofe parts, enjoining the com

mandants of forts to arrefl: all whom they fhould 

find, and to fend them to ~ebec for trial • 

.1\I. de Frontenac was unwilling to aCl: to the 

e.·tent of this order, perfuaded of the evil con

fequen es that \\·ould attend its execution. And 

as the firfi publication of ir had excited mur

nmrs anJ movements of difcontent, he conceived 

lrimlelf Jufiifi :-1 ble in making remonfl:rances there· 

from to the council. They produced however 

no fFectJ and 11. Ponchartrain anfwered him to 

the following purpofe: 

That he had placed too great a reliance on 

the reprefentations of perfons, who, from a 

principle 
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pt~nciple of avidity were interen-ed in fupporting n o o K 

the traffic in the woods, and that if he had at- .._~ 
tentively refle£ted on the inconveniences which 1 697• 

it was the means of introducing, he would have 

been more inclined to condemn a practice whofe 

tendency was fo pernicious. That by relinquiili-

ing this mode of carrying on commerce, the 
favage allies would not, as had been alferted , 

join thernfelves to the Iroquois, and make war 

upon the French: that, on the contrary, fuch a 

meafure would produce a very different effeCt, 
-provided pains were taken to explain to the 

favages~ that his majefl:y, in iifuing this prohibi-

tion, intended they fhould receive the merchan~ 

dife of the French at the firfl: hand, be permitted 

to fell their furs with entire liberty, and procure 

to themfel ves the profits of commerce with the 
favage nations who were more remote. That 

his recolle.:lion of the events which had taken 

place in Canada, might perhaps ferve to convince 

him that the \Var which had been fo long fuf-

tained againft the Iroquois with fo much trouble 

and expence, arofe principally from the plans 

which 1\'I. de la Barre had acopted of efl:ablifhing 

a commerce with the remote nations. That 

thefe favages who had long been in alliance with 

the Englifh, would not fail foon to declare 

againfi them, if the latter paifed through their 

terriwry 
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territory to traffic directly with the dictant favage 
nations. 

The prefervation of the advanced po!l:s, to 
which the King had confeated, on the reprefen

tations of the Intendant and of the Governor of 

~1ontreal, foon however procured the re-ella
blithment of the licences, and of the commerce 
which it was the intention of minill:ers to 
aboli!h. 

The Governor-General began now to enter
tain the hope of an approaching and durable 
peace with the Iroquois, becaufe both they and 
the Engliib had experienced great difadvantages 
during the lafl: campaign, which the Abinaquis 
had terminated by a vigorous enterprife, hav
ing made themfelves mafl:ers, with the hatchet 
in their hand, of a fort \7hich was only fix 
leagues from the capital of New England, and 
the garrifon of which had all been killed or 
captured. About the fame time a party of 
Iroquois having gone with a view to furprife the 
Outaouais, were difcovered, and entire! y de
feated by the Hurons. 

But what tended to comolete the confierna-• 
tion of thefe ferocious enemies, \Vas a check 
which they received in the vicinity of Cataro
cony. The Chaudiere Noire, an Onnontague 
captain, and firfl: chief of all the Iroquois na-

tions, 
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tions, who poifeifed the higheft credit of his n o o K 

d h• J: • h VJ. 
countrymen, approache t e 10rt w1t about .__.,_-J 

forty warriors, under pretence of hunting; and r697. 

the better to conceal his intentions, he fent to 

acquaint M. de la Gameraye who commanded 

there, that the ancients of the four upper can-

tons were upon the point of departing for 

~ebec to conclude a peace. This indeed was 

true, as thefe \"\'ere the deputies of whom men-

tion has already been made. But as he was 

known for a perfonal enemy of the French, 

and as his envoys had the imprudence to add, 

that the Iroquois youth were gone to attack the 

Outaouais, to avenge themfelves for the great 

lo!fes which thefe favages for upwards of a year 

had occafioned them, it was not doubted that 

he had fome hoflile defign. M. de la Gameraye 

would not, however, attack him at a period 

when he knew the General was aCtually nego-

tiating with the cantons. He was contented 

with keeping a flritt. obfervation on the conduct 

of the Iroquois cnief, and by acquainting the 

General of what was going forward. 

He received for anfwer, that he was not to 

aCt hoflilely againfl: the Iroquois, but to endea

vour to get poifeilion in a tranquil manner of 

fome of the chiefs belonging to the party of the 

Chaudiere Noire, and to fend them to Q:Iebec! 

VOL. I. 2 Whilft 
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WhiHl: the Iroquois, with full confidence of their 

fecurity, were employed in the chace, near 
Catarocony, thirty-four Algonquins furprifed 

them at the Bay of ~inte, killed one half their 

number, among whom was the chief himfelf, 
anal captured his wife with fome other pri. 
fpner~. 
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Deatb of Oureohare at ~ubec.-ll-11foge of the Governor 

qf New York.-Anj'luer.-Propofal for the Re-e.fla
bljjhment of Peace with the Cantom.-Death of Dmii 
de Bouade, Count de Frontmac.-Continuatiorz of hit 

Charafltr.-The Chevalier de Ca//ieru, Governor

Genera!.-Deputiu of the Iroquois and of the A/!iu 

attend a Conference at .J.lfontrea!.-Cf'reaty of Peace 

entered into between the Govermr-General and the 

Savagu.-Death of M. de Ca!lieres.-Hii Charat1er. 

-Succeeded by the Mm-quis de Vaudreui!.- Conference 

of the Outaouais and Iroquois at Montreal -Cf'umu/t at 

Detroit.-A Party of the French and Savages attack 

and burn a Fort of the Englijh.-Expeditions if the 

Engljjh, and of the French. 

Q l REOHARE, who arrived at ~ebec, aifured 

the General that his canton of Goyo

gouin was fincerely difpofcd for peace. A 

few days afterwards he fell fick of a pleurify, 

which quickly carried him off. He died a 
Chrifl:ian, and was buried with the fame honours 

as are ufually paid to captains of companies. 

This favage was of an amiable difpofition, and 
received, whenever he came to ~ebec or lVion

treal, many tefl:imonies of kindnefs. The Gene~ 

ral much regretted his death, as he had always 

z a reckoned 
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reckoned upon his credit for the conclufion of 
an accommodation with the lroquois, an event 
which he had much at heart, and which he 
always entertained the hope of being able to 
effect. 

In the month of February four Engli!hmen 
arrived at Montreal, from Orange, in order to 
treat for the exchange of prifoners, and it was 
from them that the firfl: intelligence was received 
of peace being concluded between the powers of 
Europe. This was afterwards confirmed in the 
month of May by Colonel Schuyler, major of 
Orange, and M. Delius, a clergyman, who 
brought with them nineteen French prifoners. 
They prefented alfo tc M. de Frontenac a letter 
from the Governor of New England to the 
following purport : 

That he begged leave to acquaint him of peace 
having been concluded between the allied powers 
and his l\1ofl: Chrifl:ian 1Iajefl:y, the articles of 
which he inclofed. That he had fent the two 
gentlemen who would deliver his letter, to tefl:ify 
the marks of his efl:eem, and to conduct to ~e. 
bee all the French prifoners whom he could find 
in New England. That he would fend an order 
to the Indians to liberate as foon as poilible all 
the fubjeCls ofFrancel prifoners in their country, 
and if it fhould be found neceffary, he would 
caufe them to be efcorted in fafety to Montreal, 

~ot 
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not doubting that the Count de Frontenac would, 
on his part, releafe all the fubjeCts of England, 
as well Chri!l:ians as Indians, that a good corre
fpondence and a free communication, which are 
the ufual fruits of peace, might be renewed on 
both fides, conformably to the union which it 
had caufed between the kings of England and 
France. 

The French General faid in reply, that al
though he had not received on the part of the 
King his m after a confirmation of peace, he would 
make no difficulty to re!l:ore to 1\I. Schuy I er and 
Delius fuch of the Englifh and Dutch as were 
prifoners in his government, and who were in
clined to return to their country. That he could 
not deliver up the Iroquois prifoners upon a pro
mife of the French, who were among that people, 
being refiored. That fince Ia!l: autumn he had 
been negotiating with them, and hoftages being 
left in token of fulfilment of their promife, it was 

with them alone he could fettle that bufinefs. 

That his orders with regard to this point were 
fo precife, that he could not depart from that 

principle, or pretend to fet it afide. That any 
difficulty which might arife from this article 

would not, he hoped, alter the good underftand
ing which he wilhed lhould be maintained b~
tween the two colonies. 

Z3 About 
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About two months afterwards fome of the 

Iroquois of the Sault Saint Louis came to com

municate to the General intelligence refpecring 

the Agniers, which afforded much fatisfacrion. 

They had newly arrived from this canton, where 

they had been to vifit their relations, a duty 

which thefe favages, even in times of the mofi: 

aCl:ive hoflility, could not refrain from perform-. 
m g. 

They reported, that during their fl:ay in that 

canton the Governor-General of New England 

there held a great council, at which the ancients 

of the five cantons affill:ed : that the Agniers had 

fet out with declaring that they were the fole 

mall:ers of their territories, where they had been 

efl:ablifhed long before the appearance of the 
Englifh in America: that to fhew him that all 

the places occupied by the nation belonged to it 

alone, they configned to the flames all the papers 

which had been given them, or which they had 

i1gned on different occafions. 

They at the fame time made a propofal which 

tended to foften this mortification, and induced 

him to diffemble his refentment : this was, to de .. 

tain the favages of the Sault"Saint Louis who were 

amongll: them until the Count de Frontenac 

fuould refl:ore all the Iroquois prifoners. He 

would not however confent to this breach of 
faith, 
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faith, left. the odium fhould be attached to him- n o o K 
VJI. 

felf. He even added, that the cantons ought ,__,_~ 

not to be furprifed if their affairs were in fo bad 169S. 

a fiate ; and, to procure peace with the French, 

they ought to demand it by a general deputation 

from the five cantons: that he wi!hed to procure 

them peace, which had now become nece!fary for 

their own prefervation; but that to place him 

in a fituation to terminate this important object 

with ad vantage, it was neceifary they fhould de-

liver into his care all their prifoners_, whom he 

would engage to conduct in fafety to Montreal. 

He then told them, that he knew they were al. 

ways at war with nations who fiiled themfelves 

the allies of the French : that he would leave 

them at liberty to profecute it, or to make peac~; 

but that he prohibited them from engaging in 

any aets of hofiility againft the French, and 

againfl: their domiciliated favages. Addreffing 

himfelf afterwards to the Iroquois of the Sault 

Saint Louis, he faid, that he was happy to fee 

them in his territory, that they lhould always be 

welcome there, and that they mufl: bury in obli-

vion all former enmity. He accompanied thefe 

marks of kindnefs by prefents, which were ac .. 

cepted ; but they told him that they could give 

him no fatisfacrory anhver, nor enter into any 

arrangement with him, becaufe they had to this 

z 4 eifect · 
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effeCl: no commiffion from their ancients, nor 

from their father Ononthio. 
The ancients agreed to the propofal, but with-

out fpecifying the particular period at which its 
operation fhould begin. The General compre

hended that the Englilh Governor and the Iro
quois mutually preferved a defire of tranquillity, 
whilft at the fame time they entertained for each 
orher fentiments of difirufi. That the latter were 
fatisfied with the fupport of the former, only to 
be able to procure better terms, ana that the 
Englilh Governor was inclined to take ad vantage 
of the conjuncture of affairs, to efl:ablilh over the 
cantons the right of fovereignty of the crown of 
England. It would not, he conceived, be im
praB:icable to make an advantageous ufe of thefe 

difpofitions on either fide, and for this end the 

moft certain means would be to gain over the 
Iroquois, by pointing out to them that the Eng
lifh aimed at exercifing an authority over their 
country and their perfons. 

With this view, having learr:t that feveral of 

the Agniers had come to the Sault Saint Louis 
to vifit their friends, he not only recommended 

' that they lhould be kindly received, but he invi
ted them to Montreal, where nothing was omitted 
to regale them, and to tefl:ify the fatisfaction 

which their prefence excited. They w re fen-

fible 
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!ible of the attention, and remained in that city 

a confiderable time with a confidence, from 

\vhich the inhabitants were inclined to augur 
happy confequences. It was for thefe favages a 
flattering circumflance, to fee themfelves courted 
by two powers, either of which was able to de

Ihoy them in one campaign, and whofe mutual 

jealoufy they well knew how to manage, in order 

to make themfelyes of confequence, and in fome 
degree refpeB:ed by both. 

Louis de Bouade Count de Frontenac died 

about this period, in the feventy-eighth year of 
his age. He had poffeffed a confiitution as robufi: 
and flrong as could poffibly be enjoyed at fo a4-

vanced a feafon of human life, preferving all the 

energy and vivacity of fpirit with which, in his 
youth, he was endowed. He died as he had 
lived, beloved by many, refpeCted by all, and 
with the credit of having, almofl: without the aid 

of fupplies from France, fupported, and even in

creafed the fl:rength of a colony, expo fed and 
attacked on every fide, and which he found, when 

he lafl: was appointed to its government, on the 
precipice of ruin and decline. He at all times 

difplayed a great attachment to religion, of whic~ 
even to the day of his death, he gave public 

proofs. He was never accufed of being interefl:ed, 
but was pailionately fond of patronage and power. 
In his 1afl: expedition againfl the Iroquois, he 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly withdrew from a refolution, which with 
the advice of his principal officers he had taken, 
to exterminate the whole of that favage nation, 
a meafure which he then might, with little diffi
culty, have effeCted. No other reafon can be 
affigned for his conduct on that occafion, but a 
conviCtion that when his foes became lefs for
midable, a reduCtion of the troops under his 
comman~ would confequently take place, and 
his influence and authority would thereby be di
minilhed. 

A jealoufy and fullennefs of temper, of which 
he was never wholly divefled, obfcured, in a 
great degree, the lufire of his fucceifes, and be
lied the dignity of his general charaCter, which 
difplayed firmnefs and refolution, combined with 
a noble elevation of fpirit. 

The arrival of the firfllhips from France an
nounced to the Chevalier de Callieres, Governor 
of Montreal, that the King had appointed him 
fucceifor to M. de Frontenac; and the fatisfac
tion which feemed to pervade every claf:, of 
people in the colony, on the occafion, was not 
lefs flattering to him than the choi::e of his 
fovereign. 

The government of 1\Iontreal, which was va
cated by the promotion of 1\I. de Callieres, was 
given to the Chevalier de Vaudreuil. 

The 
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The Governor-General of New England hav

ing received inflruCtions from his fovereign to 

oblige the Iroquois to difarm, refumed the de

fign of rendering himfelf foie arbiter of the treaty 

with the Governor-General of New France. 

Acquainted with the engagements into which 

the cantons had entered with the late Count de 

Frontenac, he required of them to fend deputies 

to Orange. To this they flrongly objected, and, 

furprifed at the refufal, he fent to them confi

dential perfons, who prevailed on them to pro

traCt the negotiation. They therefore did not 

appear at Montreal, although they had recently 

prornifed to the Chevalier de Callieres to repair 

to that place, and had even fpecified the time on 

which they lhould arrive. The General there

fore, to guard againfl a furprife from thefe bar

barians, made aCl:ive preparations for war, 1bould 

they be inclined to renew their hofiilities. He 
difpatched meffengers to Onnontague, to inform 

the cantons, that they were confidered by the 

Englilh as fubjeCl:s of their King, and that they 

had nothing to expeCt: from New York, becaufe 

the Governor-General of New England had or

ders not to afford them any affiilance either di
reCl:ly or otherwife, and gave them to underiland 

that it would be no difficult matter for him to 

reduce them by force, fhould they refufe to make 

peace 

347 



BOOK 
VII. 
~ 

1699· 

-
HISTORY OF CANADA. 

peace on the conditions which his predeceffor 
had propofed to them. 

This meafure produced the defired effeCt: the 
cantons did not, indeed, think fit to embroil 

themfelves with the Englilh, of whofe. aid they 
might afterwards be in want ; they judged it 
more prudent to diifemble the refentment which 
they felt at the pretenfions of that nation, and 
contented themfelves with declaring that they 

would continue to be the brothers, but would 
not become the fubjetls of the Englilh. The 
latter, on their part, thought it neceifary to re
main on good terms with them. At length the 
cantons, after having hefitated for fome time, and 
t!ndeavoured to avenge their loffes on fome of 
the French allies, by whom they conceived they 
had been occafioned, when they found that this 
plan did not fucceed, ferioufly thought of com
ing to an accommodation, whilfl: it was practi
cable without difcredit, and with fome advan
tage. 

In confequence of this refol u tion, on the 21ft 

of lVlarch two Iroquois were fent to the French 

General. They were not invefl:ed with any 

powers, but were charged with announcing a 

general deputation of the cantons in the month 
of July, ... and made, for this delay, fome frivolous 

excufes, with whi<:h l\1. de Callieres was by no 

means 
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means fatisfied. Three months afterwards, a B o o K 
Vll. 

confiderable number of Outaouais difembarked .._.._---..~ 

at Montreal, where the General then was, and qoo. 

informed him that the Iroquois having come to 
hunt on their lands, they had attacked them, and 
killed twenty-eight perfons, both men and wo. 
men: that the remainder of the party having 
reprefented to them, that they had conceived 
they were at liberty to hunt every where, fince 
all hoflilities had been fufpended on the part of 
the French and their allies, they had given their 
prornife not to decide the fate of the prifoners, 
until they had become acquainted with the plea. 
fure of their father Ononthio. 

M. de Callieres, after having patiently heard 
them, faid, that they had not informed him of 
the whole: that notwithflanding his injunctions 
to the contrary, they had been to attack the 
Sioux, and that after the blow which they had 
given to the Iroquois, they had fent fome of 
their prifoners to the cantons, to negotiate with 
them, without his participation: that fuch con. 
duCt was not juftifi.able, as they acted with inde
pendence in an affair of importance, even after 
the aifurances he had given them that he would 
conclude no terms with the lroquois bu in con
cert \ ~th them : that they muft have forgot the 
treatment they had often received from that 
people, by fo eafily placing confidence in them: 

that 
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B o o K that he hoped ·they would for the future be more 
~ confiderate and circumfpeCJ:: that he daily ex-

1 7co. peered the deputies of the cantons, and if on their 
arrival the chiefs of the allied nations fhould not 
be at Montreal, he would acquaint them by an 
exprefs of his intentions: that in the mean while 
he hoped they would remain tranquil, and treat 
their prifoners with kindnefs. 

On the 18th of July- two deputies of the can
ton of Onnontague, and four of rhat of Tfon
nonthouan, arrived at :Montreal, where they had 
a public audience from the General. They were 
conduaed \Vith ceremony to the General's quar
ters, and in proceeding through the fl:reets they 
deplored the death of the French who had fallen 
during the war, and called on their departed 
fhades to witnefs the fincerity of their proceed
mgs. 

As foon as they were introduced into the 
council chamber, \~here the Governor was with 
all his attendants, they declared that they were 
come on the part of the four upper cantons, by 
whom they were invefl:ed with powers : that for 
fome time they had entertained a defign of treat
ing without the participation of the Agniers, and 
that if there did not appear amongfl: them any 
perfon of the cantons of Goyogouin and Onne
youth, it was, becaufe the Governor of New 
England having fent Colonel Schuy ler to diifuade 

7 th m 
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them from coming to l\iontreal, the deputies of B o o K 

thefe cantons were fent to inquire of him his ~ 
reafons for oppofing their journey thither. 1 7°0

• 

They then complained, that having gone on 
parties to the chace, without any apprehenfion of 
danger, and on their being alfured that the war 
between France and England was concluded by 
a treaty in which the all:es of the two nations 
were comprehended , the Outaouais and the Mi
amis had attac~ed them, and killed a hundred 
and fifty of their people. They requefied that 
Father Bruyers, and :M. M. de Maricourt and 
Joncaire, might accompany them in their return 
home, as nothing would more fully convince the 
cantons that their father fincerely wifhed for 
peace, than his condefcending to grant that foli. 
citation. They added, that thefe three ambaffa- . 
dors ihould not depart from t~eir country until 
they conduCl:ed with them all the French prifon
ers who were there detained. 

The Chevalier de Callieres faid, that he was 
furprifed that the deputies of Onneyouth and 
Goyogouin had been fent to the Governor of New 
England, infiead of coming with them to fulfil 
the engagements which they had entered into 
with him, and with the late M. de Frontenac. 

That he had endeavoured to diffuade his allies 
from the corn million of any aB: of hofiility during 
the negotiation for ~eace; but, that affeded 

delays 
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delays on the part of the cantons, and the irrup-

tion of fome Iroquois on the 1\Iiamis, had drawn 
upon themfelves the misfortunes which they 

lamented: that he however regreted them, and 
that to prevent fimilar accidents he had required 

deputies from all the nations : that if the Iroquois 

fincerely wi{hed for peace, they would not fail to 

fend, in thirty days, am.:.aifadors from all the 

cantons: that then all the cauldrons of v~·ar would 

be ovcrfet, the grea.t tree of peace efl:ablifhed, 
the rivers freed from all embarra fments, the 
ways laid open; and that then, people of every 
country might travel in fecurity. 

He confented that the miilionary and the t\YO 

officers whom they demanded fhould accompany 

them in quefl: of the prifoners, but upon condi
tion that they fhould alfo bring with them am

ba!fadors invefl:ed with ample powers to efl:ablifu 

a durable peace: that on their arrival at 1\lon
treal, he would refl:ore liberty to all the Iroquois 

prifoners, but he required that an equal number 
with the perfons whom he intrufl:ed to them 

:fhould remain as hofl:ages until their fafe return. 

Four of. the deputies made an offer to remain, 
and were accepted : the audience paired in fu ffi 

cient tranquillity, except that fome Iroquois 

Chrifiians and Abinaquis, who were invit d 

there, fpoke with much haughtinefs, and loa -l d 
with reproaches the deputies of the two canton~. 

l\I. de 
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M. de Callieres, in taking leave of them, declared 
that he would wait for the ambaffadors until the 

month of September. 
The welcome manner in which they were re

ceived at Onnontague furpaffed their expecta
tions. From the Lake Gannentaha, where they 
had come to meet them, they were led in tri
umph to the great village of the canton. Tega
nilforens, in quality of orator, advanced to com
pliment them with expreffions of kindnefs and 
gratulation; and as this favage had always main
tained an invariable confill:ency of conduct with 

refpetl to the French, and took no part, either in 
the violations of promife, or in the violent refo
lutions of his nation, the three envoys entertained 
no doubt of his fincerity. On their entering the 
village, platoons of mufquetry were fired ; they 
were afterwards profufely regaled, and on the 
1oth of Augull: were introduced into the cabin 
of council, where they found the deputies of all 
the upper cantons. When every perfon was 
feated in his place, Father Bruyas, who was 
commiffioo.ed as fpeaker, began by exhorting the 
cantons to remember that Ononthio was their 
father, and that their duty and intereft equally 
bound them to remain in obedience and fubmif
fion, as became children, whether they might be 
upon good or upon bad terms with the Governor 
of New York, who was only their brother. 
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lie tefl:ified his regret for the lofs the Iroquois 
nation had fufl:ained by the death of feveral of 
their chiefs, and he aifured them that the miilion
aries had not altered the favourable opinion and 
regard which they ent'ertained for the cantons, 
notwithfl:anding the evils which feveral of that 
order had experienced among them: their fuffer
ings they much Iefs lamented than the blindnefs 
of their perfecutors, and the imTincible obflinacy 
of the nation in rejeCting the light of the Gofpel. 
He declared that the new Ononthio was fincerel y 
difpofed for peace, and that he would grant them 
that defirable enjoyment, provided they would 
on their part aB: towards 11im with mutual inge
nuoufnefs. 

He explained the conditions on which he 
would treat with them. They were lifl:ened to 
with great attention, and with apparent fatisfac
tion. When Fatl:er Bruyas had concluded, M. 
de Maricourt arofe, and after expreffing himfelf 
with much t:efpeB: towards the Iroquois, he 
omitted nothing to con Tince them that they would 
have much to apprehend from the formidable 
refentment of their father, if they accepted 
not of the peace which he offered them, upon 
conditions fo very favourable as thefe which 
had been recently explained to them ; and on 
the contrary, how much they might expea from 
him and from all the French, if they would em~ 

7 brace 
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brace with unrelenting fincerity their genuine B o o K 
VII. 

interefl:s. 

As they were next day deliberating on the 
anfwer which they iliould make to the ambaffa
dors, a young Englifhman and an Onnontague 

arrived from Orange, and fa id on the part of the 
Governor of New England, that they ought with 
caution to lifl:en to the French, and that he ex
pected them in ten or twelve days at Orange, 
where he would make known to them his plea
fure. This imperious meffage gave offence to 
the council, and nothing perhaps could more 
contribute to increafe their approach to a recon
ciliation with the French than fo ill-timed a 
meafure. " I do not comprehend," immedi
ately replied Teganifforens, " what can be the 

" intention of my brother, by endeavouring to 
" diffuade us from lifl:ening to the admonition 
" of our father, and to encourage us to attune 
'' our Yoices to the harfh notes of war, when 
" every thing around us breathes the milder 
" accents of peace.'' 

Father Bruyas took advantage of the occafion 
to point out to the affembly, that the Englifh 
General tre.ated the cantons like fubjeets} and 
that if once they fubmitted to his claims, they 
would foon experience the haughtinefs of his do
mination ; an event which would, of neceility, 
take place, if they allowed to efcape the oppor-

AA2 amity 
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tunity which was now prefented them of a com

plete reconci-liation with their father. If fuch 

unhappily lhould be their choice, they could have 
no other profpeCl but that of being gradually 
confumed and enfeebled by war, until their con .. 
dition became fo reduced that they could no 
longer refufe to fubmit to a yoke_, of the preffure 

of whofe weight they would ptrhaps too late be 
fenfible. 

M. Joncaire went the fame day to the canton 
of Tfonnonthonan, where he had been adopted, 
as :M. de Maricourt and all his family had been 
at Onnontague. H~ was received with diflinc

tion as ambaffador, and with friend!hip as a child 
of the nation: they granted at his requeft liberty 

to all the French prifoners who were in the 

canton ; but the greater part, accufromed to 

a favage life, had not the refolution to re

nounce it. 1\1any concealed themfelves, others 
openly refufed to follow the Sieur de Joncair~ 
The attraCtions of a liberty exempted from every 

fpecies of law, with the introduuion of a certain 

degree of licentioufnefs, effaced from the minds 

of thefe people the hardfhips incident to their 

prefent mode of life, and all the pleafures and gra .. 

tifications which they might have regained in 

their country. 

Whilf\: Joncaire was negotiating with the 

Tfonnonthouans, a general council of the whole 
Iroquois 
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lroquois nation was affcmbled at Onnontague : 

.the you:;g Englilhman, deputy of the Governor 

of New E 1gland, ·as there admitted, and Tega

nifforens fpoke for the whole of the cantons. 

He fitfl: addreifed himfelf to the French envoys~ 

and began by aifuring them that the whole nation 

was difpofed to liften to the voice of their father. 

He added, that each canton would fend him de

puties to receive his orders, and that they would 

immediately depart. Then turning to the Eng

lifhman he faid, that nothing was done in fecret, 

and that he was happy an opportunity was afford .. 

ed of knowing the prefent difpofition of his na
tion. He defired to inform his brother Corleu, 

that he was going to lVIontreal to fubmit to the 

orJers of his father Ononthio, who had there 

planted the tree of peace : that he would after

wards go to Orange, to learn the pleafure of bis 

brother. In concluding thefe words he placed 

five belts at the feet of the ambaifadors. 

Father Bruvas accepted them, faying, that he 

doubted not the uprightnefs of the orator's in

tentions, whom he had a long time known: that 

if they who were to repair to Montreal would 

wifh not to caufe the deputies of the difl:ant na .. 

tions to wait for them, there was no time to be 

loft. 
They therefore fet out on their return, accom

panied by the deputies of this canton, and of 
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that of Goyogouan. They were re·c~nduB:ed 
with the fame honours as they had received on 

their entrance into the country, as far as Gan

nentaha, and there waited fome time for the 

deputies of Onneyouth, who did not however 

&~ppear, and this canton contented itfelf with 

fending a belt, with an excufe, that the chief of 

the deputation was _taken with jicknefs. It was 

afterwards found that this was only an evafion, 

that they might not be obliged to give up their 

prifoners. Joncaire foon after arrived, with fix 
deputies of Tfonnonthouan, and three French

men, whom he procured to be liberated, and 

engaged to follow him. Ten prifoners only were 

colleCted in all the cantons, but Teganiiforens 

afferted that he would make fearch for the re

mainder, and have them conducted to Mon

treal. 

The ambaffadors and deputies were about to 

embark, when Tfonnonthouan arriYed from 

Orange, . and faid, that t~e Governor of New 

England, much di£ratisfied thar, notwithfhnding 

his injunCtions to the contrary, the cantons !hould 

perfifl in the refolution of making peace with the 

French, had arrefled and put in irons an Onne

youth, accufed of having killed an Englifhman, 

feized the beaver furs which he found at Ora~ge, 

the property of the Iroquois, hoified a red flag, 

to publii11 his intention of declaring ·war, gave 

order 
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orders to the .1).1ahingans to commence hoflilities, B o o K 

and that he threatened to march on the follow-~ 
ing year to the cantons, to teach them to refpect 1 7oo. 

his will. 

The deputies liflened with tranquillity to this 

recital, which appeared to make no other impref

fion upon them than eo excite an emotion of dif

pleafure. They fet out, to the number of nine

teen perfons, and on their arrival at Montreal 

were received under a difcharge of fmall field

pieces, which created a degree of jealoufy in the 

minds of the allies, fome of whom enquired if 

fuch wa the manner in which they received their 

enemies ? The French refletted not perhaps on 

the confequence', and a day was fixed for hear

ing the propofitions of the Iroquois. The lofs 

of the attachment of friends is often hazarded in 

wilhing to regain enemies, whom fuch a conduct 

frequendy tends to render more haughty and 

intraB:able. 

The orator of the cantons fpoke in a few 

words, and with much modefl:y. He claimed 

great merit from the prompt obedience of tis 

nation, in that two hundred warriors being n 

the point of entering on a campaign to take ven

geance on the French allies for their lafl: aB:s 

of hoflility, they had fl:opped them, at the fimple 

requeil of Father Bruyas with his two collars on 

the part of their Father Ononthio: he made 

A A 4 known 



lliSTOR V OF CANADA. 

B o o K known the difcontents, which the orders and 
~ menaces of the Governor-General of New Eng-

17oo. land had excited among the deputies: he added, 
that as the contempt they had fhewn for hi$ 
meffage might draw them into a war with the 
Englifh, he hoped that the Iroquois would find 
at Catarocony not only merchandife, which they 
would in that event no longer receive from 
Orange ; but likewife the arms and ammunition 
of which they might be in want, to be able to 
fubfift without the Englilh commerce, or to de
fend themfelves fhould they be attacked. 

The affembly was more numerous o.n the day 
appointed to anfwer this difcourfe. The Cheva
lier de Callieres there repeated to the deputies 
what he had before faid to the firfl nvoys, that 
he had with regret learned accounts of the hofl:i
lities which were on either fide prac:tife d uring 
the lafl: campaign; that the loifes of the Iroquois 
had much affiieted him, although their origin 
could be imputed only to themfelves; ~nd that 
hereafter he would purfue fuch meafures as would 
not in future give rife to fimilar calamities. He 
told them they had atted with prudence in pre

venting the march of their warriors ; that they 
would have nothing further to apprehend on the 
part of the allies, whofe principal chiefs they faw 
before them, and who had come to receive his 
commands : that they had evinced their good in-

tenuous, 
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tentions, in having reflored to him a part of the 
French prifoners : that he relied on their fending 
back all the others, as they had given their en• 
gagement to that effect, and that they would alfo 
return to his allies all of their brethren who might 
yet be among them. For the performance of 
this article he would allow them until the month 
of Augull: of the following year : the depu ties of 
all the nations lhould then repair to Montreal, 
that an exchange of prifoners might there take 
place on either fide, and all things lhould then 
be put into the fame !l:ate in which they wera 
before the commencement of the war. 

As the time he had given them appeared long, 
he declared, that if there lhould arife 2ny mif
underfl:anding, or if evil-difpofed perfons !hould 
give rife to hofl: ility, he wifhed the party injured 
to addrefs itfelf to him, without doing itfelf ju~l:ice 
by its own arm, and he would caufe atonement 
to be mad : if the aggreifor !hould refufe to 
fubmit to t~e fa risfacrion which he !hould pre
fcribe, he 'Nculd him felf join the party who had 
re ei ved the wrong, to confl:rain him to that 
meafure, and ;t,·cl lu caufe him to repent of his 
difobed ience: tha t it !hould not reft wi th him, 
if the Governor of New England did not poifefs 
the fame line of conduCt, and aB: in c0ncert with 
him, as was the pleafure of the two fovereigns, 
thei! mafi:ers. What they demanded with refpeCl: 

to 
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to the fort of Catarocony, did not depend entirely 

upon him, but he would write upon that fubjecr 

to the King, and in awaiting the anfwer of his 
majefiy he would detach to that pofi: an officer 
and men, with a fmith, and fome merchandife. 

The Iroquois applauded his difcourfe. The 

Rat, who was deputy and chief of the Hurons 
Theoeraontates, then fpoke as foHO\vs : " I have 
always fl1ewn obedience to my fathe:r, and I 
throw my hatchet at his feet. I doubt not that 

the people from the higher country will do the 

fame. Iroquois, imitate my example." The 

deputy of the four Outaouaifian nations fpoke 
nearly in the fame tone ; that of the Abina

quis faid, that he had no other hatchet but that 

of his father, who having interred i.t, he no 

longer poifeffed one. The Iroquois Chrifi:ians 

made the f::tme declaration. There e:s:ifl.ed a 

kind of pique between the two lafi: and the Iro

quois deputies, but it was e aced by the pru

dence of the G e ,eral, and a fpecies of pro\'ifional 

tre~tv V<tS DQ"ned. . '-' 

l\I. de Callieres ·who t us fuccefsfuily appl!ed 

himfelf for the p:1cification of his goyernment, 

endeavoured to fecure the alliance of all the na

tions "ith whom the French could poilibly have 

any connecrion; and for this purpofe he made 

it his flu ly to counteraCt every obfi:acle to the 

efiajl"fhment of a g~od underfi:~n ~ing , fo effen-
tial 
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tial to the pr~fervation, and to the tranquillity of 

the French colony. 

M. Brouillan, Governor of Acadia, having 

learnt that ve!fels from England were expected 

at Bofton, whofe deftination was againfl ~ebec, 

and to cruife in. the gulph and river of St. Law

rence, difpatched a courier to make known this 

intelligence to M. de Callieres. Of this the Ge
neral had already received information, and was 
further told, that the militia of New York was on 
its way to Boll:on; that the Iroquois were fl:rong

ly folicited by the Governor of N ew England to 
expel the French miffionaries from their country; 
that fome of the cantons had agreed to that pro
pofal; that many of the Indian allies were in 
treaty with the Englifh, by the interpofition of 
the Iroquois, and that fome of them alleged, as an 
excuie for their conduct, the high price of the 
goods fupplied by the French. This old ground 

of complaint, which was bur too well founded, 

arofe, in part, from the poverty of the inh abitants 

of Canada, and in part from the avarice of the 
merchants of the country, as well as of thofe of 
France ; it became, therefore, a plaufible pre

text, which the favages could always introduce, 

to cover their inconftancy, or to conceal their 

difaffedion. 

In fuch a conjunCture, it was requifite that l'vf. 
de Callieres lhould firft endeavour to defeat the 

intrigues 

BOOK 
Vll. 
~ 

1700 . 



j64 HISTORY OF CANADA. 

B o o K intrigues of his enemies among the cantons of 
VJI. 

'-'.,-..,J the Iroquois, and it was here that he commenced 
1 7°0 • his operations. He then wrote to his court for 

reinforcements, and turned his views towards 
completing the fortifications of Q2ebec, taking 

every other precaution which his experience and 

aCtivity could fuggefl:~ He was, in himfelf, the 

greatefl: ·refource of which New France could 

boafl:, but £he had the misfortune to lofe him, at 
a period when his fervices were become more 
than ever eifential. He died on the 26th of 

1703. May, and the regret felt for his Iofs manifefl:ed, 

on the part of the inhabitants, that they eflimated 
his merits as not inferior to thofe of the mofl: ac

complifhed leaders that the col~ny had ever 

poffeffed. 

Of talents lefs brilliant than thofe of his pre
dece1for, he was endowed with more folidity of 

temper: unprejudiced, unbiaffed by paffion, his 
views were difinterefl:ed and upright. His firm
nefs was influenced by reafon, his valour by mo

deration and coolnefs of difpofition. He poifeifed 

an excellent underfianding, whofe diCtates were 

always guided by probity and honour. To a 
penetrating genius were added all the aids which 

application and experience can impart. From the 

firfi outfet of his military career in the colony he 

had gained a great influence over the favages, to 

whom he never vi lated his promife. 

By 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

By his death the office of Governor devolved 

upon the Marquis de Vaudreuil, whofe fervices 
had rendered him fo great a favcrurite among the 
people, that they united in petitioning the King 
for his being appointed fucceifor to M. de Cal
lieres: a mark of general fatisfaClion, which was 
not difpleafing to the monarch, who, having 
already a partiality for the charaCter of the Mar
quis, was pleafed to accord with their willies. 

Convinced of the advantages of gaining the 
Iroquois, that officer paid great attention to the 
Tfonnonthouans, who came to ~ebec foon after 
the death of M. de Callieres. He fent to accom
pany them to this country the Sieur J oncaire, 
who had already negotiated with fuccefs in that 
canton, and was again fo fortunate as to prevail 
on one of the principal chiefs to attend him to 

Canada. This favage thanked the Governor

General for his kindnefs in promifing protetlion 
againfl: the enemies of his nation : he expreffed 

much regret that the Onnontagues had not fent 
deputies to congratulate the Governor, and for 

the fufpicion of unfavourable intentions which 

fuch an omiffion might occafion. He then con
tinued as follows: 

" We have never yet communicated what I 
" am about to difclofe. Hitherto we have pre~ 
" tended to be the foie proprietors of our terri .. 

" tories, and it was on this account that we 
" adopted -,- .. 
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adopted the meafure of becoming only fpech
tors of what paifed between thee and the 

Englilh: but, behold a collar, which I prefent, 

to declare to thee, that we invefl: thee with the 

abfolute domain of our country. Thus, my 

father, if any unfortun~te circumfl:ance fuould 
occur to us, or ihould we have recourfe to 
thy aid, confider us as thy children, and place 

us in a condition to fupport the refolution 

which we have adopted. vVith refpeB: to the 

miilionaries, be aifured that I would fooner 

" perilh than fuffer them to leave my country." 

He confirmed this refolution by a collar, and 

prefented another, to obtain leave that Joncaire 

fhould pafs the winter with him. 
Joncaire accordingly departed with this favage 

chief. Teganiuorens foon afterwards came to 
IVlontreal, and in an audience with the Governor
General, began by difplaying much diifatisfaClion. 
~' The Europeans," faid he, " are of a bad 
" difpofition : they make peace among them
" felves, and the moft trifling circumfl:ance 

" caufes them to refume the hatchet. \\ e 

<' favages aCl in a different manner, and muft 

" have fl:rong reafons for breaking a treaty of 
1 7 ~5 • " which we ha\'e figned." He afterwards de

clared that his canton would take no part in a 
war, as it difapproved of aggreffion on either 

fide. M. de Vaudreuil wiihed for nothing more 
than 
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than that aifurance: and to deprive the Iroquois 

·of all pretenfions for breaking a neutrality fo 

advantageous for the colony, he refolved not to 
fend, on the fide of New York, any parties 

againft the Englifh. 

W_ith refpeCt to an arrangement of the differ. 

ence between the Iroquois and the Outaouais, 
forne difficulties occurred; for although the pri-

foners which had been taken were refl:ored, they 

exaCted a reparation for thofe which had been 

killed. This was not eafy to be obtained, and 
it was apprehended rhey would refume their 

hoftilities. The Outaouais on their part would 

not liften to peace: all their young men were 
bent on war. The apprehenfion f a flame be

ing revived, which had with much trouble been 

fubdued, obliged the General to difpatch M. de 

Louvigny to Mich~iimakinac, and this officer 

fucceeded at length with much difficulty in bring

ing the Outaouais to :-eafon. He caufed to be 

reftored to the Iroq uois fome prifoners whom he 

found remaining at that poft, and conducted 
them himfelf to Montreal. In prefenting them 

to M. de Vaudreuil, he told him that the princi
pal chiefs of the Outaouais were following him 

thither; which inJ uced the General to recom

mend thofe of the Iroquois to come to an expla
nation with them, and to receive their prifoners. 

They ha~ arrived on the beginning of Auguft, 
and 
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and remained until the 14th, in expeCl:ation of 

the Outaouais, who had not then arrived, and 
the Governor, unable to detain them longer, 
took leave of them. He did not however fail to 
point out to them the regard which he mani
fefl:ed for them, in waiting fo long at Montreal 

to accommodate their differences with the Ou
taouais : but he obferved to them, that he could 

not comply with their wilh by declaring himfelf 

againfl: the favages, as he was not bound in virtue 
of the treaty to join his arms to thofe of the 
offended party, but when he fhould dtfpair of 
obtaining from the aggreffor an ample fatisfac

tion : that upon this point he lhould not be re
mifs: that he had already procured the liberation 
of all the prifoners, and that he hoped the ag
grdfors would perform what remained to com
plete the required degree of fatisfaClion. 

It appe6red that this difcourfe had appeafed 
them, and they embarked to return to their 
~ountry, when the Sieur de Vincennes arrived 
from Michilimakinac. He informed the Gover
nor-General that he was come with the chiefs cf 
the Outaouais, and that he had left them not 
far from the ifiand, becaufe they had requefied 

him to go before them, to learn of their father if 

he would be pleafed to ad m it them into his pre
fence. M. de Vaudreuil fent to inform them they 

might approach, and called back the Iroquois.-

The 



HISTORY OP' CANADA. 

The Outaouais appeared ir a fl:ate of humilia
tion, which announced that they pretended not 

to jufiify their fault. " My father," faid the 
chief who was chofen as their fpeaker, " we 
confefs that in attacking the Iroquois upon thy 
territory, we in fome degree aimed a blow again!l: 
thee : pardon inconfiderate warriors, no longer 
directed by councils, becaufe all their ancients 
are dead. Thou may£1: infliB: on us fue:h revenge 
as thou judgefi mofi: fuit~ble; but if thou art in
clined to pardon us, thou £halt not repent of thy 
clemency. WhiHl: we continue to live, we will 
not ceafe to fhew thee marks of our gratitude; 
and we are henceforward difpofed to make to 
thofe whom we have offended every fpecies of 
fatisfaB:ion which thou wilt be pleafed to impofe 
on us." 

He then addreifed himfelf to the Iroquois who 
were prefent, and fpoke in a manner that made 
a deep imprefiion on them. The General after
wards found no difficulty in effeCting a reconci
liation. He charged the Outaouais to make 

ample fatisfaCl:ion for the dead, to which they 

readily agreed, and began by making fome pre

fents to the Iroquois, a ceremony which the Ge
neral alfo did not forget : he afterwards regaled 

both parties, and they returned to their homes 

with mutual fatisfatlion. 

VOL._!. BB M. de 
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M. de Beauharnois, who had fucceeded 1\I. 
de Champigny in the intendance of Canada, was 
nominated intendant of marine, and M. M. Rau
dot, father and fon, were appointed his fucceifors. 
The latter, who had exercifed the office of firfi: 
coml!liifary at Dunkirk, took charge of the ma
rine. J ufiice, police, finance, and the general 
affairs of the colony, became the province of the 
father; who having learnt that the inhabitants 
began to ruin themfelves in law-fuits, to the 
great prejudice of agriculture, refolved as much 
as poffible to refiriCl: the frequency of thefe pro
cedures, and undertook himfelf to promote 
amicable accommodations between parties at va
riance; a meafure in which he fucceeded even 
beyond his expeCtations. 

He propofed to the council of the King, that 
the inhabitants who cultivated flax and hemp 
lhould be permitted themfelves to manufaB:ure_ 
thefe articles of produce into fl:uffs, as from the 
lofs of a large veifel which was coming to the 
colony loaded with woollen and linen cloths, the 
prices of thefe neciffaries of life were become fo 
extravagant that the poorer orders could not 
purchafe them, and the greatefl: part of the 
colonifls were almofi reduced to a fiate of na
kednefs. 

The anfwer of the minifl:er was , that the King 
learnt with great fatbfaction that his fubj eCts of 

5 Canada 
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Canada were at length fenfible of the error they 

had committed, in attaching themfelves only to 

the trade for furs, and that they were beginning 
to apply themfelves ferioufly to the cultivation of 

their lands, particularly to the raifing of hemp 
and flax: that his majell:y hoped they would in 

time be enabled to conll:rutl: veffels at a cheaper 

rate than in France, and to form proper efi:a
bliiliments for carrying on the fifheries. That 

they could not be too much excited to thefe ob

jeers, nor too greatly encouraged in the means 

of their attainment. That it was not the interefl: 

of the parent fi:ate that manufaB.ures fhould be 

carried on in America, as it would diminifu the 

confumption of thofe in France ; but in the mean 

time he did not prohibit the poor from · manufac

turing ll:uffs in their own houfes, for the relief of 

themfelves and their families. From this per

miffion, the inhabirants have ever fince continued 

to fabricate coarfe linens and druggets, which 

has enabled them to fubfifl: at a very fmall ex

pence. 

In the mean time the Outaouais did not feem 

very eager to fulfil the condition on which they 

had obtained pardon from the Marquis de Vau

dreuil. On the other hand, the miilionaries of 

Michilimakinac, after having burnt their houfe, 

defcended to ~ebec, pecaufe the Iicentioufnefs 

of the Coureurs de Bois, more unrell:rained than 

BB2 ever, 
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ever, had deprived them of all hope of rendering 
any fervice in that quarter, where, fince the de
parture of the Hurons for Detroit, not a fingle 
Chrifiian remained. The Outaouais, therefore, 
abandoned to themfelves, followed only the dic
tates of their own caprice. 

The embarraffment into which this incident 
threw the General was much augmented by the 
advice which he received, that the Iroquois, im
patient at the delay of fatisfaetion on the part of 
the Outaouais, ferioufly thought of declaring war 
againft them. To prevent this meafure was of 
the greateft confequence, and !YI. Joncaire was 
immediately fent to repeat to the cantons the fo
lemn promife of a fpeedy and entire fatisfaetion. 
P. lVIareft was prevailed on to return to his 
million of Michilimakinac, on promife that the 
fubjeCl: of his diifatisfacrion fhould no longer be 

allowed to exifi. He was accompanied by M. 
de Louvigni, and both, by the afcendant which 
they had gained over the Outaouais, at length 
obliged thefe favages to perform to the Iroquois 
the full extent of their engagements. 

This affair was fcarcely terminated, when 
another occurred, of a nature much more trou
blefome, and which, had it not been for the pru

dence and firmnefs of the Governor-General, 
would have engaged the French in a war againfi 
their allies, perhaps have reduced them to the 

neceffity 
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neceffity of deflroying the nation, which until 

then had been conflantly attached to their inte· 
rell:s, and would have afforded to the Iroquois a 
pretext to re-commence their hofl:iliries. 

A party of the Miamis had killed fome of the 
Outaouais, and their ancients, from whom juflice 
was demanded, were fatisfied with faying that it 
was an accident. Some time after an Outaouais 
of great confideration among his countrymen, 
was likewife killed by a 1\iiamis. Juflice was 
again required, and a fimilar anfwer to the 
former was again given. The Outaouais felt the 
injury in the mofl lively manner, and addreifed 

themfelves to M. de la Motte Cadillac, who 
commanded at Detroit, where there was a village 
of the Miamis, auother of the Outaouais, and 
another of the Hurons. This officer replied, that 
he would make inquiry into the manner in which 
the affair happened, and that reparation fhould 

be made. 

A few days afterwards he fet out for ~ebec, 
and in taking leave of the Outaouais told them, 
that whilfl: his lady remained at Detroit they 
might refl in tranquillity ; but that if fhe left this 
place, he would not be anfwerable for what 
might afterwards occur. At the expiration of 

two months Madam la Matte embarked to go to 

join her hufband at ~ebec, and then the lafl 

words which the commandant had faid to the 
Outaouais, 
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Outaouais, and the circumftance of his quitting 
them without procuring for them fatisfacrion 
from the Miamis, made them apprehenfive that 
the French had refoh·ed on their ruin, to punilh 
their aggreffion againfl: the Iroquois at Cataro
cony; for although they had made reparation 

for that fault, as the ravages never fincerely 
forgive, they are always doubtful of the fincerity 
of pardon on the part of thofe whom they have 
offended. 

An officer named Bourgmont, arrived at De
troit to relieve the Sieur de Tonti, whom M. de 
la Motte Cadillac had left there to command in 
his abfence. The favages having gone to pay 

their refpecrs to him, according to cufl:om, en
quired i_f he had not brought them fome news 
interefiing to them. He replied with a haughty 
air, that he !hould not be furprifed if M. de la 
Motte !hould return in the fpring, accompanied 
by a confiderable force. 

This anfwer, with the tone and manner in 
which it was given, afforded ample room for 
refletlion to the Outaouais. They were per
fuaded that fome deGgn was formed againfl: 
them, and they dHfembled not their apprehen
fions. Bourgmont having been made acquainted 
therewith, affembled them, and after having 
made ufe of every argument in his power to re
ftore their confidence, he propofed to them to 

go 
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go to war in conjunCtion with the Miamis, the B o o K 
VII. 

lroquois, and the Hurons, againfl: the Sioux. ~ 
He flattered himfelf that he had engaged them 1 7°6· 

for this purpofe. But the difcourfe which he 
had giv~n, and the propofal which he made, 
ferved only to confirm them in the thought that 
he wilhed to betray them by means of the chief 
of the Hurons, who was of a deceitful and in
triguing fpirit ; and they imagined that this man 
aCted in conc~rt with the Miamis, who, they fup-
pofed, only pretended to march againfl: the Sioux, 
in order to fall upon them whilfl they might be 
unprepared, and that the Iroquois were engaged 
in the confpiracy. Their fufpicions every day 
gained fi:rength by the new intelligence which 
they received from every quarter, and which 
would have made little impreilion upon them if 
their mind had not been pre-occupied ; they 
therefore refolved to anticipate the defigns of the 
Miamis. Thofe among them who poifeifed the 
mofl refleClion, wilhed firfl: to come to an ex
planation with the French; but the greater num~ 
ber, influenced by a chief named the Heavy, wa~ 
of a contrary opinion. This chief recalled to 
their recolleCtion all the caufes of dilhufl which 
had been given by the commandant of Detroit, 
and the refolution was taken to fall upon the 
Miamis on the firfi occafion that fhould prefent 
itfelf; but in the mean time to aifume the ap -

13134 pea ranee 
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.pearance of preparing to make war againft the 
Sioux. 

All being in readinefs to depart for this expe

dition, the chiefs of the Outaouais went to find 

Bourgmont, and enquired of him if he had re .. 

ceived no account from Q2ebec or from l'Vlon

treal. That officer appeared not even to attend 

to what was faid, which gave them much offence: 

almofi at the fame time the dog of Bourgmont 

having bit one of the favages in the leg, who in 

confequence thereof beat the animal, the com

mandant fell upon the favage with great fury, 

and gave him fo many violent and repeated 

blows that he died a fhort time after. This aB: 

of violence threw the Outaouais into defpair. 

They departed the following day breathing out 

vengeance, convinced that it was neceifary for 

their prefervation. 

No perfon but the chiefs was however infhua .. 

ed with their defign, the refi of the nation ex

peeling to march againft the Sioux; but when 

they had gained the woods, the whole were in

formed of what had occurred, and it was recom

mended that no injury fhould be offered either to 

the French or to the Hurons. They returned 

home, and fome time after having met fix of the 

Miamis, they attacked them and killed five. The 

fixth efcaped into the fort, crying out that the 

Outaouais were killing them. At this cry all 
the 
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the Miamis who were yet ·in the village ran to 
take refuge in the fort, and as they perceived the 

Outaouais purfuing them, the commandant gave 

orders to fire upon them, and feveral were killed. 
Father Confl:antin, a recollet, was walking in his 

garde , ignorant of what was palling ; fome Ou
taouais feized and bound him; but Jean le Blanc, 
one of their chiefs who had ailifled at the aifem

bly of Montreal when the general peace was 

figned, releafed him, and requefled that he would 

go and inform the commandant, that the Outa
ouais wifhed not to attack the French, an.d beg 
that he would ceafe from firing on them. As 
the recollet was entering the fort, fome Miamis 

who were running thither came up with him, 

which the Outaouais perceiving difcharged their 

fufils, and Father Confiantin receiving a !hot 
immediately fell dead. A French foldier who 

was returning from the village of the Hurons 

was alfo killed in the fame manner. They con
tinued to fire from the fort, and thirty of the 
Outaouais were killed. There was reafon to be
lieve that this tumult would only ceafe by the 
defiruction of one of the parties, who appeared 

enraged againfi: each other, and were guided only 

by the diCtates of revenge; but, when it waS'·leall: 

expected, the Outaouais retired into their village: 

the other favages aCted in the fame manner, and 

tranquillity was re-efiabli!hed. 

Intelligence 
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lnte1Iigence of what had happened being car
ried to ~ebec, the Governor found himfelf 

much embarraffed; and what tended to increafe 

his difficulties, was a deputation which he at the 

fame time received on the part of the Iroquois. 

The deputies declared that the cantons were re

folved to make war againfl the Outaouais: that 

after what had taken place, they doubted not he 

would deliver over to them that perfidious na

tion; and they added, that they had already 

communicated their intentions to the Englifh. 

La IVIotte Cadillac had fet out to return to 

Detroit with his family, and a large convoy of 
men and provifions; thus the General had it not 

in his power to advife with him refpeCling ''"h;1t 

was neceffary to be done in fo delicate a con

junCture. He however began by declaring to 

the Iroquois, that he would not fuffer them to 

make war on the Outaouais without his full con

fent, and fpoke fo them in fo refolute a tone, 

that he made them lay afide their defign. 

He fent an order for all th:.: French at 1\lichi

limakinac to defcencl into the colony, in hopes 

that thi mark of his 1 efentm nt \\ould promote 

;1 divifion among the favages, and oblige the in

nocent to deliver up the guilty. lie communi

cated his refolution to La :Motte Cadillac, and re

commended it to him to be fatisfied with remain

iug on his guard, and to undertake no ent rprife 
until 
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until circumfi:ances fhould point out the peopl 
againfi whom he fhould aB:; and he could come 
to no determination before he kn~w the fucccfs 
of the million of Joncaire, whom he had dif .. 

patched to the Iroquois. 
This advice arrived too late at Detroit, where 

the commandant had nearly loft every thin~, 
from having too much prefumed on the authority 
which he had acquired over thefe favages. He 
had learnt on his journey accounts of the difor

der which had happened at his pofi:, and as he 

was then near to the canton of Tfonnonthouan, 
he there took an efcort of a hundred and twenty 

men. He even adopted fl:ronger meafures, for 
he requefl:ed the other cantons to fend as many 

of their warriors as they could fpare, to wait .at 

the entrance of the Strait, that part of the Sr. 

Lawrence which flows from Lake Sr. Clair into 

Lake Erie, in order to witnefs the manner in 
which he would treat their ancient enemies. 

It was not long before he became fenfible of 

the imprudence of this conduCt:, and on his arri
val at Detroit, infl:ead of marching againfl: the 

Outaouais as he propofed, he contented himfelf 

with calling to him their chiefs; they, on their 

part, alarmed by the approach of the I roquois, 

anfwered, that they would give an account of 

their conduCt to their father Ononthio, and La 

Motte Cadil!ac judged it prudent to proceed no 
further. 
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B o o K further. He remained quiet in his pofr, and the 
~ Iroquois were fent home. 

1 7°7 · As foon as the winter was pafr, the chiefs of 
the Outaouais departed for Montreal, where they 
arrived in the month of June, and there found 
M. de Vaudreuil. Jean le Blanc, who was the 
orator' began by an exaa recital of what paffed 
at Detroit, and infilled much on their having 
been affured, that lhould they have marched, as 
was intended, againfi the Sioux, the Miamis 
would have maffacred their women and children, 
and have burnt their villages. He then faid, that 
a few days after the fatal tumult which had ren. 
dered them criminal in the eyes of the French, 
he went to make his apology to the Sieur de 
Bourgmont, but could not procure an audience: 
that on the following day he returned for that 
purpofe no lefs than fix times, and each time with 
a favage of a different nation, carrying belts and 
beaver fkins, but all was in vain. He pointed 
out the rafh condua of that officer, who by 
firing upon the Outaouais had occafioned the 
death of the recollet father, and of the French 
foldier. 

" In fine, my father,'' faid he, " behold me at 
thy feet: thou knowe!l that I am not the moll 
culpable, and if I had been thought fo, thou 
\·ouldll not have had any fubjeet of complaint 

againfl: u~. Thou k:10wefl that l never fwerved 
from 
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from my duty until that fatal day : thou mayefl B o o K 

be informed that I am the fon of one of the ~ 
greateft of the favages of all the higher nations, 1 7°7· 

who am come acrofs the woods to prefent my-
felf to thee. M. de Courcelles had committed 
to him the key of the colony, and invited him 
frequently to come thither : it is the deareft in
heritance which I have derived from him, to 
whom I owe my exifrence : but of what utility 
would the cuftody of this key prove, if I could 
not ufe it on the only occafion in which I want to 
avail myfelf of this privilege? For what purpofe 
then am I come fo far ? I am come to prefent 
my own head; I am come to prefent thee with 
flaves, to revive the dead ; I am come hither to 
aifure thee of the refpea of thy children ; what 
can I do more? I howe\'er clearly perceive that 
thou wilt not be fatisfied becaufe we have not 
delivered up to thee the Heavy, who is properly 
the only guilty perfon; but it is impoffible for 
us to place him in thy hands without drawing 
upon our arm all the nations of which he is the 
ally." 

M. de Vaucreuil anfwered, that he compre
hended well the difficulty which mull occur in 
bringing to him the Heavy, whom neverthelefs 
he wiihed tt> have, and fhould have, in his power: 
that all the nations were informed of the mifcon
duct of the Outaouais: that as Detroit had been 

the 
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the theatre of that mifchief, it was there that re .. 
paration mufi: be made, and that he would tranf

mit his orders on this head to M . de la Motte 
Cadillac : that they lhould forthwith repair to 
him, and lhould not fail to execute whatever he 
1hould diCtate. 

He took leave of them wi th this anfwer, with
out accepting their collar, and he fent with them 
M. de St. Pierre, to whom he gave his infiruc
tions for the commandant of Detroit. On their 
arrival at this pofi La Motte Cadillac perempto
rily declared to them that there was no favour to 

be expeCted if they did not produce the Heavy ; 
and he added, if he had not refhained the Hu
rons and Miamis, thofe nations would already 
have taken vengeance. 

They faw that there was no other refource but 

to obey, and they told the commandant, that 
they would go in fearch of the criminal, and 
would either bring him with them, or take away 
his life. They departed for 11ichi limakinac, and 

M. de Saint Pierre accompanied them thither. 

The promptitude of their obedience gave reafon 
to fuppofe that La Motte Cadillac had infinuated 
that he would ufe indulgence. The Heavy ar• 
rived foon after at Detroit, and was immediately 
put in irons : all the chiefs of his nation threw 
themfelves on their knees to demand pardon for 
the prifoner, which was in1mediately granted. 

M. de 
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11. de Vaudreuil was not of opinion that the 

prifoner ihould have been pardoned, but that he 

fhould have been delivered up to rhe jufl:ice of 

ais nation, in which he would at Iooft have re. 

mained without credit, and who perhaps would 

have been obliged to have facrificed him to his 

enemies. The prefent meafure however turned 

out to be the moll: proper, and produced none of 

the inconveniences which were apprehended from 

ir. The General had given to the Sieur la 
Matte Cadillac a pow& to aft at Detroit in the 

manner he fhould think the mofl: advantageous 
for the fervice. The only difadvantage arifing 

from his clemency was, that he had promifed to 

the l'vliamis the head of the Outaouais chief, and 

they foon afterwards difplayed their refentment 

becaufe he had not adhered to his engagement. 

Thefe favages had their principal ell:abliiliment 

on the river St. Jofeph, where father Aveneau, 

their miffionary, by an unalterable meeknefs of 

difpofition, and an invincible patience, had gained 

over them the fame influence which father Allo. 

nez his predeceffor had poffeff~d. M. de la 

Motte Cadillac, who wiihed ro govern thefe fa

vages according to his own manner, would not 

fuffer that in the vil!Jge of this nation, three 

hundred leagues difl:ant from Detroit, any perfon 

ihould hold more credit than himfelf, and obliged 

father Aveneau to abandon his million. The 

Miamis, 
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B o o K Miamis, having no longer a miffionary to mode
~ rate their fallies, renewed their applications to 

•7o7. be revenged on the Outaouais chief. The com
mandant wilhed to amufe them, and ordered to 

Detroit the objeB: of their hatred, after having 
given him affurance that he had nothing to fear, 
and all that was exatted from him was, t~at he 
1hould fettle wirh his family at this poft. 

The Miamis, reduced to a fiate of defpair at 
finding themfelves thus deceived, killed three 

Frenchmen, and committed fome ravages in the 
vicinity of Detroit. La Matte Cadillac was even 
informed that they had confpired to maffacre
him, and to put to death all the French at De
troit : that fome Iroquois and Hurons had en

tered into the plot, and that they would already 
have executed their fanguinary project if a 
Ouyatanon had not betrayed them. This in
telligence, and the infult which he received, made 
him refolve to attack thefe barbarians, and he 
took means for that purpofe : but it happened 
that his preparations tended to conclude with 

them an accommodation honourable for himfelf, 
and for his country. 

It never fails to happen, that favages become 
prefumptuous in their condua, in proportion to 
the moderation which is fhewn them; and the 
Miamis obferved not the conditions of the treaty, 
in which they hJd remarked certain indications 

of 
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of weaknefs, The French comman9ant was B o o K 
VII. 

therefore obliged to march againfi: them at the ~ 

head of four hundred men, partly compofed of 1 i 0 7· 

Frenchmen, and partly of favages. They · de-

fended themfelves \vith refolution, but being 

forced in their intrenchments, and having no 

other refource but in the clemency of the con-

queror, they fubmitted to every condition that 

was required of them. But to prevent them in 

future from being guilty of fome frefh impru-

dence, which would neceffitate the French to 

pufh them to extremity, it w:1s thought advife-

able to fend back their miffionary. 

The Iroquois cantons obferved a fhitl: neu

trality; to which the miffionaries, by their vigi

lance, donbtlefs contributed. But their condutl: 

in this refpeCt \Vas in a great degree imputable to 

the offices of the S!eur de Joncaire, and to the 

good unded1:anding which this officer maintained 

wi th them. Adopted by Tfonnonthouans, and 

beloved by the Onnontagues, he went inceifantly 

from one canton to another: he acquainted the 

miffionaries with every thing that occurred, and 

took no ll:ep but in concert with th em. T he 

Iroquois were charmed with his affability : he 

fpoke their language as well as· they themfel 'les : 

he gained them by his liberality: he was refpecred 

for his daring conduCt, and he well knew what 

part to aCt, without hefitation, on occafions 

vor .. r. cc 
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a o o K where promptitude of decifion was required; 
VII. 
~ qualities of elfential moment in the fituation 

I7°7· wh~re he was placed. 

But whilfl: the French fucceeded in preventing 
the heathen Iroquois from taking any part againft 
them, the Governor of Orange negotiated with 
almofr equal fuccefs among the chrifl:ian and do
miciliated Iroquois of the colony. For fome time 
a relaxation had been remarked in the piety of 

of thefe converts, and which could be attributed 
to no other caufe than that of inebriation, from 
which it was no longer poilible to refl:rain them. 
For, notwithfl:anding the reiterated prohibitions 
of the King, and the exertion of the Governor 

of Montreal, the commerce of fpirituous liquors 
had refumed its vigour, and it was difcovered 
that no great dependance was to be placed on the 
Iroquois of the Sault Saint Louis, and of the 
lVIountain, with refpect to their aid in warlike 

expeditions. 

17os. In a council at l\lontreal held in the fpring, 

wherein the chiefs of all the chrifl:ian favages 

efl:abliilied in the colony, and feveral of the Abi
naquis were prefent, it was refolved to form a 

body of a hundred chofen Canadians, befides a 
great number of volunteers, mofr of whom were 

officers, making together with the favages four 

hundred men. l\I. M. de Saint Ours des Chail
lons, and Hertelde Rouville, were to command 

the 
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the French, and the Sieur Boucher de la Perriere 
was to conduct the favages. As it was of im

portance that the object of this armament !hould 

be kept fecret until the moment of the departure 

of the warriors, and that the march ihould be 

expeditious, it was fettled that the two fir!l: com
manders Jhould take the route of the river Saint 

Francis, with the Algonquins, the Abinaquis of 
Bekancourt, and the Hurons of Lorette, and that 

La Perriere with the Iroquois fhould go by Lake 
Champlain; that all lhould rendezvous at the 

Lake Nikifipique, and that the neighbouring 
favages of Acadia £hou1d likewife be there at the 

time appointed. 
Several incidents had nearly contributed to 

fiop this enterprife, and delayed the departure of 

the warriors. O n the z6th of July th ey began 

their march, but when Des Chaillons and R ou

ville had arrived at the river St. Francis, they 

received advice that the Hurons were returned 

home, becaufe one of them being killed by acci

dent in the chace, this misfortune made the refl: 

fu ppofe that the expedition would be unfucceif
fui. 'I'he Iroquois, whom La Perriere led by 
Lake Champlain, foon purfued the fam e con

duct, pretending that fame of their people were 

ficl(, and that the malady might be communi

cated to the army. 

cc 2 l\1. de 
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1\ti. de Vaudreuil, to whom the commanders 
gave ad vice of this defertion, req uefi:ing at the 

fame time his orders, anfwered, that although 

the A!gonquins and Abinaquis of Bekancourt 

fhould alfo d~fert them, they fho uld not fail to 

purfue their route, and thL t they might make an 

irruption on fome difi:ant fettlem ent, rather than 

return without having performed any thing. 

Des Chaillons communicated this letter to the 

fnages, \Vho affirmed that they would follow him 

wherever he fhould lead them : they then pro

ceeded to the number of two hundred, and after 

having gone a hundred and fifty leagues by way~ 
almoft impracticable, they arrived at Lake Niki

fipik, where they did not find the Abinaquis 

whom the: expected. 

It was refolved, in thefe circumfi:ances, to 

march againfi a village cal ed Hewreuil,com pofed 

of twenty-five or thirty houfes well built, with a 

fort in which the command:mt lodged, and w hi eh 

contaiaed t irty folriers who had recently arrived 

there, having been ordered thither by the Go

vernor of New England, who upon advice of the 

march of the French had fent fimilar detach

ments into all the villages of that part of the 

country. 

The French defpairing of carrying the place 

by furpr:fc~ believed they mi~ 1t effect it by a 

fudden 
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fudden attack. They refl:ed for the night, and 

next morning, an hour after fun-rife, they 

marched againfl: the fort. After a bold refifl:~ 

ance they c rried it fword in hand, and fet fire 

to it. The houfcs which were defended fhared 

the fame fate. Several of the inhabitants were 
killed, fome were taken, and fome were conrumed 

in the houfes. The found of dru:ns and trum

pets bega11 to be heard from the neighbouring 
villages, and not a moment was to be loft in or

der to infure a retreat. This wa effected in 

good order, each taking no greater quantity of 
provifions than \vas neceifary for his return. 

The French had fcarcely advanced half a league, 
when on entering a wood they fell into an am

bufcade formed by feventy men, who before they 

coul~ be feen had each difcharged his mufket. 

Both horfemen and foot foldiers were advancing 

behind, and nothing was now left but to make a 

defperate attempt againfl: !"he party that had fired. 

The French threw down their provifions, and 

advc.nced with impetuofity to the fpot whence 
the fire proceeded. So unexpected an attack 

from perfons who, they fuppofed, had been 

thro-.vn into diforder, totally difconcert.:d them, 

and mofl: of them were killed or taken. The 

party returned to r.'lontreal with the lofs of 

about thirty men . 

c c 3 On 
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On the 1oth of May a perfon called V etch, 

who, about four years before, had founded all the 
difficult paifages of the river St. Lawrence, under 
pretence of coming to ~ebec to treat for an 
exchange of prifoners, arrived from England, 
and took pofi: at Manhatti, to forward at that 
place the raifing of troops, who were to acr on 

the fide of Montreal. Intelligence of this cir
cur.nfl:ance foon reached the French, and likewife 
that V etch had prefented to the ~een of Great 
Britain a memorial, reprefenting the facility of 

the conquefl: of Canada, and the great advan
tages which England might deri e from fuch an 

acquifition. It was added, that her mc.jefi:y had 
approved of the project, and had promifed to 
Vetch, in cafe of fuccefs, the government of 
New France: that ten larr-e and as many fmall 

t> ' 
veifels were fitted out for the expedition. That 
fix thoufand regular troops, under the command 
of an officer named 1Vlacardy, were to be em
barked in this fleet: that two thoufand Englilli 
an:l as many f:lVages were to atta-::k the go\'ern
ment of lVIontreal, and that their rendezyous was 
fc: tt led at the ri\·cr du CNot, t\~·o leagues from 
Lake Champlain, where they were to conruuB: 
c:moes and b:nteaux, and afterwards to defcend 
to Chambly. 

rvr. de V ;}Udreuil affembled \·•:ithout delav a ' . 
council of var, wherein it \V::ts refolYed to march 

a de .. 
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tachment towards New York, in order to endea- n o o K 

vour to diffipate the fiorm which was there col-~ 
leB:ing, that the colony rendered fecure on that 1 709· 

quarter, might re-unite all its firength againfl 
the Engli{h fleet, if it fhould come to ~ebec. 
Not a moment was to be loll: in executing this 
refolution, and M. de Ramezay, Governor of 
Montreal, offered to take the command ; but his 

propofal was not then accepted, and no other 
r.eafon could be affigned for this refufal, but a 
coolnefs which fubfifl:ed between him and the 
Governor-General. M. de Sabrevois, a captain, 
was detached with thirty men, to proceed before 
Rouville, who was not yet returned, and to faci-
litate his retreat. 

Two months afterwards, there being no longer 
any doubt that the Englifh were on their march 

with a great body of Iroquois and Mahingans, 
and information having likewife been received 
that feveral forts were confl:rucred at different 

difl:ances from Orange to Lake George, M. de 
Vaudreuil yielded at length to the infl:ances of 
the Governor of .Montreal. He placed him at 
the head of fifteen hundred men, compofed of 

regular troops, militia, and fa vages. 
The General afterwarcis defcended to ~ebec, 

to forward the works which were carrying on, 

and to lay an embargo upon all veifels which 

~ight arrive from France. On the 28th of July 

cc 4 M. d~ 
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IvT. de Ramezay fet out from Montreal: his van 

conducred by M. de Montigny, was compofed of 

fifty Frenchmen and two hundred Abauquis, 

fupported by Rouville with a hundred Canadians. 

After them marched a hundred regular foldiers. 

The Governor of Montreal follo wed with five 

hundred C anadians, dii1ribured into five com

pames. The Iroquois Chriflians formed the 

rear guard under the conduCt .of Joncaire. 

Some Outaouais and Nepiilings were placed on 

the wings. 

This army marched forty leagues in three 

days, and had it gone as far as the enemy's 

camp, it might have effected forne fuccef ... ful en .. 
terprife; but the jealoufy fub:fifling be tv. een the 

officers and their eo m m and er, the fault of indif
cipline in the troops, and JefeCtive intelligence 
which was given to l\1. de Rarnezay, tenced to 
render r:1e expedi!.ion abortive. Afrer having 

made fome prifonei s and killed an pfficer eo m~ 

manding a hundred and twenty men, who had 

advanced too far, a re ort was circulat-:d that an 

·nmy of five thoufand men were not \ ry difbnt, 

and that they \\ re fortified with intrenchments. 

The favages at tnc far1e time declared, that it 

was their opinion that th~y ought not to proceed 

further, a. d that it appeared much more adviD ~ 

able to de~ nd the ad ':mced pofl:s of the colony, 

th,m to pioce d fo far in fear h of an enemy, 

who 
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who had poifelfed leifure to fortify his camp, and 

who could befides be fupported by all the young 

men of Orange and Corlar. On this account 

a council of war was aif::mbled, and it was there 

refolve 1 to retreat. The Governor of Montreal 

was neceilitated to conform to this deliberation, 

becaufe he doubted whether. ' the advanced, he 

fhould be feconded by thofe who were under his 

command. 

On his return to l\iontreal, towards the middle 

of S-"ptember, he received ad vice by an Iroquois 

lately arrived from the enemy's camp, that two 

thoufand five hundred men were in march to 

build a fort at the extremity of Lake St. Sacre

ment, or L ake G ~orge, and that fix hundred 

m ore were aetached to take poifeilion of a pofl: 

on Lal:e Champ ~ ain,. from whence they could 

come in two days to Chambly. He immediately 

difpatched the fame favage to ~ebec, where M. 

de Vaudreuil then was; and that general, feeing 

no grounds of apprehenfion of a liege being laid 

to the capital, em barked immediately for Mon

treal, anJ there aif. rr.bled a confiderable body of 

troops and militia, with whom he went to poft 

himfelf at Chambly, where he remained for fame 

time without hearing any accounts of an enemy. 

He then formed two detachments of fifty men 

each, un er the orders of Des Chaillon and de 

N{ontigny, to reconnoitre the hoflile camp. 
Thefe 
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~ o o K Thefe two officers approached very near to the 
._:;:_ entrenchments, and were enabled to count the 

17°9· number and to diflinguifh the fize of the canoes. 
Some time after, th e Englifh burnt their ca

noes, reduced their forts to allies, and retired. 
This meafure \vas embraced on account of the 

perfidious conduCt of the Iroquois. In a council 
held at Onnontague, one of their orators de
manded, if they had ceafed to remember that 
their nation, firuated between two powerful peo
ple, capable each of exterminating them, and 
whofe interefl: it was to effeCt that object when 
they flwuld no longer be in want of their ailift
ance, their whole attention fhould therefore be 
directed to place them both alwa) s under a ne
ce!Iity of courting their ai , and to p;event the 

one from falling a prey to the other. His dif
courfe made an impreilion on the affembly, and 

a rcfolution was immedi~tely adopted to conduCt 
themfelves in the prefent exigency according to 

thofe rules of poLcy w:1ich they haJ hitherto 
been accufl:omed to obfene. 

The Iroquoi had no fooner joined the Englifh 
army, · th an fearing th:u with the addition of 
th.;ir reinforcement, it \YO 1ld be fuffici ~ n·ly fl:rong 

to take l\lontreal, th.:y thought only of the means 

of weakening it. The army was encamped on 

the ban1·' of a fmal river. Tbe Iroquois, V.'ho 

paifed almofl: th "ir ~ho~e time in hunting, agr ed 

to 
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to throw into it all the ikins of the animals which 
they killed, a little way above the camp, and by 
this means the water foon became infected. The 
Englifh, unfu[picious of this diabolical act, con

tinued to drink the water, and died in great 
numbers. 

It is certain that this mortality, of the caufe of 
which the Englifh were ignorant until a confi
derable time aftenvards, obliged the army to re
move from fo baleful a fituation, and where they 
were aware, if they remained under fuch difad
vantageous circumfl:ances until they were at

tacked, a defeat would probably enfue. They 
retreated to Manhatti, where they learnt on their 
arrival that the Englifh Beet defl:ined for the 
fiege of ~ebec was not at Bofl:on; and that it 
had been fent to Lifbon, where the bad fuccefs of 
the Portuguefe arms on the fron~iers of Caflile, 
in the commencement of the campaign, made the 
King of Portugal apprehenfive, that if he was nor 
reinforced by timely affifl:ance, he would be com

pelled to come to an immediate accommodation 

with Spain. 
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Warlike Preparations of the Englijh.- CtJfljerence of the 

Savage Deputies at Montreal.-Army of the Englijh 
march in dijferenJ Direc?ions to invade Canada.-Re
treat of the Armies.-Part of th.: Englijh Fleet wrecked 
on Seven Ijlands.-OutagamiJ march tr; attack the Fr;rt 
ai.Detroit.-Arrival of the allied Savages to the Relief 

if that Fort. Outagamis entren~·h the;rfelves, build a 
Fort, and are bifteged.-Reduced to great Extremity.
Refufe to furrender at Dij retir;n. - After a Siege of 
nineteen Days, they efcape during a Stc-rm.-Are over

taken.-Oijlinate Rif!ftance.-Are ccmpelled to furren
der at Difcretion.-Are put to Death. -Governors of 
Ne'lv England and qf Canada receive, ill confiquence cJ _ 
the 'Treaty qf Utrecht, InjlruRions for a Crj/atir;n qf all 
Hojlilities.-Fort con.Jlru8ed by the Englijh at tbe 

Mouth of the Chouagon, and by the Frmch at Niagara. 

-Propofal qf M. de Vaudreuil jot· peopling the Colony. 

-Death of JI!I. de Vaudretd . 

. Q N the following winter the Onnontagues 
fent deputies to M. de Vaudreuil) to befeech 

him to receive them inro his favour. They 
affured him that they had entertained no defign 
of injuring the French, but they did not explain 
the fcheme which they had praftifed to render 
1~ lcfs the great preparations of the Englilh. 

They 
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They obferved to him, that the war had not been n o o K 
Vlll. 

undertaken with the general confent of the can- \--.---' 
tons, nor even of thofe who had taken up arms. qso. 
This nation had repeatedly tefl:ified that it difap-
proved of a war between the Engli!h and French, 
ancl in a fecond audience which the deputies had 
with the General, after the orator had declared 
his farrow at feeing two people whom he efl:eem-
ed, almofl: e,·er occupied in hofiilities for the de
ftruB:.ion of each other, he added, with a freedom 
which is known only to barbarians; " Are you 
then both intoxicated, or is it I who am devoid 

of underfianding ?" 
He alfo propofed an exchange of prifoners be. 

n·,reen the Dutch and French, which \vas accepted 
and executed on borh fides. lVf. de Va12dreuil 
then faid to the deputies, that his allies awaited 
only a declaration of war a_:ainfl: the Iroquois, 

and if they would avoid this misfortune, they 

muft remain in tranquillity; that on the firfl: 
movement which he fhould fee them make, he 
would give to all his allies full liberty to fall 
upon them. 

Intelligence being fcon afterwards re eived, 
that the Governor of New York was redoubling 
his efforts to engage the Iroquois cantons in an 
offenfive league againft the French, and the' fear 

of having to refifl: at the fame time all thofe 
favages, whilft they ..... ere tlireatened with an at-

tack 
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n o o K tack from the Englifh, made much impreffion 
}VIII. 
~ upon the inhabitants. This induced M. de Vau .. 

1 7 10• dreuil to caufe to defcend to Montreal as great a 

part of the favages from the upper country as 

poffible, not only for the defence of the colony, 

but to hold the Iroquois in refpeCt. He fent to 

Michilimakinac two perfons well acquainted with 
the favages, and refpefted by the French allies, 

to exhort them to come without delay to give 

to their father. proofs of their fidelity and attach .. 

menr. 

It was further neceffary to fecure the neutrali

ty of the cantons, and the Baron de Longueuil 

was fent, in conjunction \vith J oncaire and La 

Chauvignerie, to treat with them, and to alfure 

them whilfl: they remained quiet fpeB:ators they 

ihould have nothing to apprehend from other 

nations. But if, notwithftanding their folemn 

engagements, they fhould embrace the part of 

joining themfelves to the enemies of the French, 

they muft expeB: to have all the people of the 

north and wefl: to fall upon them, and to allo\Y 

them no quarter. 

The envoys were well received at Onnontague, 

and at Tfonnonthouan, and they conduCted to 

lVIontreal deputies from thefe two cantons. They 

avowed to lYI. de Vaudreuil, that they were 

powerfully folicited by the government of New 

York to break with the French: they added, 

S that 
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that the fidelity of feveral of their nation might 

be relied on, but that the greaceft part were in~ 
dined towards the Englifh, gained by the prefents 
which they liberally beftowed, and perfuaded 
that the French would fall at length under the 
great efforts which their enemies were prep:uing 
to make in order to overwhelm them on every 
fide. 

Saint Pierre Tonti and others, who had been 
fent to the higher nations, arrived at Montreal 
with between four and five hundred favages, and 
as the Iroquois deputies were not yet gone, the 
Governor embraced the opportunity of accom
modating a difference which had fubfifted for 
fome years between the cantons on one part, 
and fome of the ailies on the other. He found 
in this affair lefs difficulty than he imagined, and 
concord was reflored to the fatisfaCl:ion of both 
parties. 

Intelligence was brought to M. de Vaudreui!, 
that -General Nicholfon was arrived at Bofl:on 

with two !hips of war of feventy guns each : that 
he was to be followed by fix other veffels of flxty 
guns each, three bomb velfels, and thirty tranf
ports, which were to be joined at Bofton by two 
!hips of fifty guns, and five tranfports, intended 
to carry three thoufand militia ; and that they 
only waited for the arrival of the refl of the fleet 
in order to fail. 

A corps 
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A corps compofed of the militia of New York, 

and of the fa 'flges of that province, amounting 

to two thoufand men, was faid to be aifembled at 

Manhatti, and that Canada was the objeCt of 
thefe warlike preparatinns. This advice was 

afterwards confirm ed. by an Iroguois, whom 

Teganifforens fent to lVI. de Vaudreuil, to inform 

him that the Englifh fleet had failed from Bofi:on, 

and that two hundred batteaux had been pre

pared at Orange; that a hundred more were 

expeB:ed to arrive there, and that Abraham 

Scuyler, brother of the Governor of Orange, 

had vifited all the cantons, to engage them to 

take up arms againfl: the French. 

On receiving thefe accounts, the Governor

General aifembled the Iroquois deputies who had 

accompanied de Longueuil and Joncaire, and 

communicated to them \\'hat he had learnt. He 

told them that the Dutch had declared them

felves againfl: him, notwithfianding reiterated 

affurances on their part to pr ferve neutrality, 

and the care which he had taken to guard againfl: 

offending them ; it was therefore his intention 

w fend a party of men to that quarter, but that 

the Iroquois ought not to be alarmed. He then 

delivered to them fame of their countrymen, 

whom he had refcued from the hands of the 

Ouyatanons, and added, that it remained only 

with them to preferve, according to their pro-
mife 
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rnife, a n~utral conduct: that they ought to call 
to remembrance the treaty of peace, fo folemnly 

entered into under his predeceffor, between all 

the nations ; that they could not difpenfe with 

rendering to the French the jufiice of religioufly 
obferving all its conditions, and that it was ftill 
more their own intere!l: than his, to purfue the 
line of conduCt which he propofed to them. 

The following day he made a great war feafr, 
to which he invited all the domiciliated favages, 

and all thofe of the allies who had come from 
Montreal. The affembly confifled of eight hun
dred warriors, before whom Joncaire and La 
Chauvignerie raifed the hatchet, and ~ung the 
fong of war in the name of Ononthio. All the 
Iroquois of the Sault Saint Louis, thofe of the 
Mountain who were then united with thofe of the 
Sault de Recollet, and the Nipiffings, or Algon

quins of the iiland of Montreal, anfwered . to it 
with loud applaufe. The favages of the upper 

country were fcrupulous in declaring themfelves, 
becaufe they were almo!l: the whole commercially 

connected with the Englifh, from whom they 

derived greater profits than from the French ; 

but twenty Hurons of Detroit having taken up 

the hatchet, all followed their example, and 

aifured the General that he might difpofe of them 

as of the fubjeCts of his King. 

VOL. I. DD The 

401 

B 0 0 K 
VJII. 

...._...._~ 

I 710. 



402 HISTORY OF CANADA. 

B o o K The Governor-General did not think it necef-
VHL 

'--v--I fary to retain the whole of thefe favages, and 
'7 10· immediately difpatched the greatel1 part of them, 

as well as the deputies of the Iroquois, becaufe 
the feafon was already far advanced. He was 
fatisfied with keeping near him a few of each 
nation, that he might evince to the Englifh and 

to the Iroquois, that he had an entire authority 
over his allies. 

M. de Vaudreuil, on his arrival at ~ebec, 

found all the orders which he had given to M. 
de Boucourt well executed, and the place in a 
condition to fufl:ain a fiege of fome length. All 
the coafts below ~ebec were fo well guarded, 
that an enemy could not difembark at any of the 
fettlemenrs without being obliged to come to 
fkirmifhing, which the difadvantage of the land, 
being covered with wood, rendered it dangerous 
to attempt. Several !hips were feen in the river, 
by the inhabitants, but at a great diftance below 
~ebec. In a few days after this intelligence 
was received, two fmall veifels arrived from 
Gafpe, the maflers of which affirmed that they 
had feen no fhips in the river. The General 

then fent M. de Ramezay to Montreal with fix 
hundred men, which he had brought down with 
him. He foon after followed with fix hundred 
more foldiers, which, joined to thofe remaining 

under 
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under the orders of M. de Longueuil, to guard 
the head of the colony, compofed an army of 

three thoufand men, who were marched to 

Chambly and there encamped. His defign was, 

in this pofition, to await General Nicholfon, 

whom he knew to be in march on that fide; but 

he foon after learnt that an army, in which were 

many of the Iroquois, had retreated, and Rou. 

ville was immediately detached with two hundred 

men to acquire more certain information refpea. 

ing it. This officer marched, without meeting 

any perfon, beyond the Great Portage, which is 

on the road to Orange, and was there joined by 

three Frenchmen who had been fent to that vil

lage in the month of June. They were fet at 

liberty after the return of General Nicholfon, 

and informed Rouville that the conll:ernation in 

Orange had been great, at the news of a miC

fortune that had happened to the Englilh fleet. 

The retreat of the two Englilh armies which 

was to have attacked New France at the fame 

time, by fea and land, and to divide its forces 

by occupying them at the two extremities of the 

colony, being no longer doubtful, and a report 

having bee11 circulated that the firfl: was lhip

wrecked in the river St. Lawrence, near the 

Seven I!lands, the Governor fent thither feveral 

barks. They there found the remains of eight 
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large ve£rels, whofe cannon and ftores had been 

taken out, and the bodies of a number of drowned 

perfons cafl: upon the fhores. 

The Englilh ad miral had, it was afterwards 

learnt, on board of his !hip a French prifoner 

named Paradis, aa old navigator, and who was 

well acquainted with the river St. Lawrence. 

This man informed the admiral, that when he 

was near the Traverfe of the Seven I!lands, he 

ought not to approach too near towards the 

land, and as the wind was unfavourable, and 

they could only fail upon a tack, they were fre

quently obliged to put about. The ad miral at 

length grew weary of this manreuvre, and per

haps fu fpeB:ed it was only ordered by the pi lot 

to harrafs the failors. He therefore refufed to 

allow the £h ip to tack fo often, an,·· approached 

fo near to a litt le i!land called !le aux (Eujs, 

where he was overtaken by a fqu all from the 

fouth-eafl-, that his own, together with feven 

other £hips of his fleet \Vere driven upon the 

rocks, and very few of the crews were faved. 

J 7u. I t was reported that the Engli:h \vere preparing 

another fleet to befiege ~ebec, a:J.d the Gover

nor-General fo und by the generofity of the mer

chants of that place, a fum of fi ft y thoufand 

crowns, to be applied towards !1-rengthening the 

fortifications . Advice was at the fame ti ,ne re. 

ceived, that the Englifh were reconciled with the 

Iroquois, 
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Iroquois, and hoped to engage this refl-Iefs na

tion, in exciting difl:urbances in th~ north and 

wefl: of Canada. 

There was reafon for fuppofing, that if Joncaire 
had not fecured the neutrality of the Tfonnon
thouans, and the Baron De Longueuil had not 
negotiated with his ufual addrefs, among th~ 

Onnont:1gues, rhe French would have found 

themf"' lves in · fl:ate of embarraifment, which it 
would not have b( tn eafy to have furmounted. 

D~puries of the cantons at leng th came to offer 

new excufe for rhe pafl:, and great proteO:ations 
of an inviolable fidelity in the performanr.e of 
their future engae?;ements. It was neceifary to 
pretend a belief of their fincerity : I\1. de Vau

dreu;l fpoke to them, however, with firmnefs, 

and made them afterwards co:1 fiderable prefents, 
fendi.1g them home with a difpofition more fa .. 
vourable towards the French than that with 
which they had fet out. 

Not long before this period the Iroquois had 
excited again!l the French a new enemy, equally 

brave with th~mfelves, lefs poli tical, more fero

cious, whom it never was poffible either to fub 

due or eo gain, and who like fome infeets, which 
appear to have as many lives as different parts 

of the body, regenerated, it may be faid, after 

their defeat, and reduced almofl to a handful of 

robbers, were found in every quarter, and be-
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came an object of dread to all the people of that 

part of the continent, interrupting for a fpace of 

twenty-five yeStrs the commerce of the country, 

and rendering the roads almofl impaffable for a 

circuit of five hundred leagqes. Thefe were the 

Outagamis, commonly O:iled the Foxes. 

Until the time to which Vi'e allude they were 
but little known in Canada, but they had lately 

entered into a confederacy with the Iroquois, and 

had undertaken to burn the fort of Detroit, and 

to kill all the inhabitants. To execute this de

fign they had come in great numbers to the vici'l" 

nity of that place, and there was no fpecies of 

infult which they did not offer to the com

mandant. 

The Kikapous and the Mafcontins had entered 

into their defign ; the latter had already arrivedt 

and they only waited for the former to put it in 

execution, when they received advice that an 

Outaouais chief, named Jaguirna, and fome 

Pouteouatamis, had killed about a hundred and 

fifty Mafcontins. They be_came enraged at thefe 

news, and a Chrifl:ian Outagami, much attached 

to the French, informed the commandant that 

his fort would be immediately atta ked. He had 

then with him only twenty Frenchmen, and his 

principal refource was in theHurons, the Outaou. 

ais, and fome other favages, with whom he was 

allied, but who were then employed in the chace. 

He 
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He fent to defire they would hafl:en to his aid : B o o K 
VUJ. 

be caufed to be demolilhed all the houfes eretted .._r---J 

-on the outfide of the fort, and took every other 1 712
• 

meafure which the time would allow to fuflain 

the firfl: efforts of the enemy. 0 n the I 3th of 

May he received accounts of the approach of his 

allies, among whom were Outaouais, Hurons, 

Pouteoutamis, Sakis, Malhomines, Ilinois, Ofa-

ges, J\tiiffourites, and each nation carried its par-

ticular fl:andard. This army flopped at the village 
of the Hurons, whu were of opinion that they 

ought not to encamp, but proceed forthwith to 

the French fort. They fent fonh a general cry, 
\;vith which the country refounded, and were 

immediately anfwered by the enemy, who de-

tached forty of their number, naked, but paint• 

ed in a frightful manner, to obferve the confede-

rates. 

The allies being near the fort, the chief..;; fent 

to demand permiilion to enter, and the gates 

were immediately opened. Du Buiffon the com

mandant gave them a reception proportioned to 

the fervice which they · had rendered him, and 

after they had all taken their places around him, 

according to the fa vage cuflom, the perfon who 

fpoke in name of the whole addreffed him as 

follows: " Behold, my father, thy children 
" around thee. We fear not death ; we will 

" cheerfully perilh, if neceffary, m defence of 

n n 4 " our 
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" our father: the only favour which we require 
<' of thee, is to engage Ononthio, the father of 

" all the nations, to take care of our wives and 
" children, and that thou fhouldfl: cover our 
" dead bodies. Thou feefl that we have quitted 
" our villages and families to come to thy aid; 

" we came from thence with fuch expedition, 
" that we have neither brought ammunition nor 

" provifions; we therefore hope that thou wilt 
" fupply us , .. _.ith both." The commandant 

returned them thanks in a few words, and 

difl:ributed provifions, lead, powder, and to

bacco. 

The Outagamis had confl:rucred a fort not far 

from the French, where they had entrenched 

themfelves with cor.fiderable fl:rength ; however, 

they fcarcely had time to perceive that they were 
invefl:ed on every quarter, when the confl:ant 

fire that was kept up on them obliged them to 

dig deeper into the earrh. The befiegers then 

preparing a kind of fcaffold, of twenty-five feet 
high, from whence they fir d with fuch advan

tage into the fort, that the e:1emy could no 

longer go out to procure water, and their pro
vifions being foon confumed> they fuffered much 

from hunger and thirfi. In this extremity, de
riving cour<~ge from defpair, they fought with 
much refolutiou, and the viCtory was long doubt-

ul. They placed on their pailifadoes pieces of 

cloth 
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cloth for flags, crying out with all their force, 
that they had no other father but the Englifh, 
who would not fail to come to their affif1ance, 
or to ayenge their death. They got po!feffion 
of a houfe which was not entirely demolifhed, 
and \\ hich joined their fort. They there raifed 
a redoubt, from whence they fired under cover 
of the gable. But it being at length levelled by 
cannon ·fhot, the enemy fent forth dreadful 
cries, and foon after fent to afk. permiilion to 
prefent deputies to M. Bui!fon. Before allowing 
them this indulgence, he wi01ed to procure the 
confent of the chiefs, and affernbled them in 
council: they were of opinion, that this oppor
tunity ought to be embraced in order to draw 
from their hands three women \\•ho were prifon
ers among them. They were then made ac
quaintetl that their deputies would be received. 
Next morning the chief of the Outagamis, named 
Pemou!fa, accompanied by two warriors, pre. 
fented himfelf at the entrance of the camp; he 
was admitted, and introduced into the council 
which was a!fembled. He placed before the 
commandant two captives and a collar, praying 
that he would allow two days, that the olJ men 
might deLberate 6n the means of appealing him, 
and of giving him fatisfaEtion. He then turned. 
himfelf towards the favages, made them a pre~ 

fcnt 
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B o o K fent of two flaves, and a collar, and fpoke vm. 
'--v-.1 thus: 

" Remember that we are your brethren, and 
" that in fhedding our blood, it is your own 

" which you fpill. I therefore fupplicate you to 
" [often the fpirit of our father, whom we have 
" unhappily provoked : thefe two flaves are to 
" replace the blood which we have occafioned 

" to be lofl:." .As the favages made no reply, 
Du Buiffon gave the deputies to underfl:and that 
he could not be affured of the fincerity of their 
repentance, becaufe they had not brought back 
the wife of Saguima, and the two women they 
had taken with her, and that he would not lifl:en 
to any accommodation until they produced thefe 
three captives. Pemouifa excufed himfelf by ob
ferving, that this depended not upon him, but 
that he would make known the requefl: to his 
ancients. They granted him the remaining part 
of the day, and affured him that all firing fhould 
ceafe until his return, provided no perfon went 
out of the fort. Two hours afterwards, two 
Mafcoutin chiefs and an Outagami arrived with 
a white flag in their hand, followed by three wo
men whom they prefented to the commandant. 
They expreifed much regret for having difpleafed 
him, and conjured him to allow their whole party 

liberty to withdraw. Du Buiifon replied, that 
lt 
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it refl:ed not with him; that for this they mufl: 

addrefs his allies, to whom he had given his 

word, that they fhould be abfolute mafiers to 

aa in this bufinefs according to their pleafure. 

This anfwer was much applauded by the fa

vages, and the principal chief of the Ilinois faid 

in the name of the whole, addreiling himfelf to 

the deputies, " Your paft conducr, and the en

" gagements you have entered into with our 

" enemies, le~ve us no room to doubt that you 

" have fome evil intention in demanding from 

" our father liberty to retire : you would no 

" fooner have left your camp, than you would 

" begin to form fome new machination againfl 

" him, and you would come to attack him at a 

" time when perhaps we fhould be too remote 

" to affifi: him. You believed that we were ig

~' norant of the engagements which you have 

" entered into for this purpofe with his enemies, 

" and of the promifes you have made to efiablifh 

" them here, after having exterminated all the 

" children of Ononthio; but you are deceived. 

" Know then that it is our final refolution not 

" to receive you but at difcretion, and not to 

" fiir from hence until we have compelled you 

" thus to furrender : even our father fhall not 

" oblige us to alter it, and in this infiance we 

" would difobey him. We are better acquainted 

" than he with the depravity of your heart, and 

'' we 
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B o o K " we fhall not abandon him to your mercy. 
VIII. 

""-v---J " Enter quickly into your fort : we only wait 
171 z. " for this, in order to renew our fire." 

The deputies returned with this unexpeCted 

anfwer, and as foon as they had entered their 

fort the attack went on with renewed vigour. 

The defence was not lefs obfl:inate. The be

fieged let fly three hund red arrows at once, at 

the ends of which they placed lighted matches, 

and fufes with gunpowder, in order to fet fire to 

the French fort ; they there burnt feveral houfes 

covered with {haw, and it was necetfary, to pre

vent the flames from fpreading, to cover the 

remaining buildings with bear and deer fkins, 

and throw a great quantity of water upon them. 

A refiflance fo determined, at length wearied 

the confederates: they defpaired of the fuccefs 

of th~ir enterprife, and pretended to be afraid 

that the French would relax in furni!hing them 

with provifions., The F rench w~o faw them al

mofi refolved to retire, and who bv their retreat 
J 

would be expofed to the rage of an irritated 

pc0ple, began to think of eq;barking for Michili

makinac, and Du Buiffon was upon the point of 

:A) ing before enemies, whom he had reduced to 

the lafi extremity, and whom two days before 

he had feen on th eir knees, conjuring him to 

content himfelf with their becoming his flaves. 

{( wa : nccdhry, in order to regain the favage 

chie:·s, 
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chiefs, and to rekindle their expiring Yalour, to 
defpoil himfelf of every thing he had, and when 
he believed he had engaged by his liberality each 
individual in his favour, he a ITem bled the coun
cil. He there complained that they were about 
to abandon him to the mofl: formidable danger, 
after ha\'ing engaged him to continue the com
bat. He expreifed his a!l:onifhment that fo many 
brave warriors would renounce a victory which 
was certain, and creditable to them. $ome of 
the chiefs feemed furprized at his difcourfe, and 
interrupted him by an aifurance that they had 
ever refolved to !hed the lafl: drop of their blood, 
rather than leave the enterprife unfinifhed, and 
that they could not comprehend who could have 
infpired him with the unjufl: fufpicions which he 
had expreffed. The whole made the fame pro. 
te!l:ation ; they fung anew the fang of war, and 
8ach refumed his pail:: the befieged forefaw that 
they had no other hopes but from the hard cGn ~ 

ditions which w~re propofed to them. It has 
been obferved, that among the confederates were 
fame Sukis: there were alfo feveral among the 
enemy; becaufe this nation was divided into two 
factions, one of which was attached to the Ou ta
gamis, and the other to the Pouteouatamis. 
The part of that nation which was blockaded 
with the former almo(t totally c.leferteJ ir, and 
from hence it was learnt that the befieged w:re 

5 at 
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B o o K at the Iall: extremity ; that they fuffered more 
vm. 

'--.---J from hunger and thirll:, than from the fire of the 
17' 2

· befieged: that they had already loll: eighty men, 

and that their fort was filled with dead carcaffes, 

which caufed a terrible infeCtion. All this wa3 

found to be perfectly true, and the enemy fhort

Jy after demanded a parly. It was believed they 

would furrender at difcretion, and it was per

mitted that they lhould fend deputies. Two 

chiefs, one of whom was Pemcuifa, came forth

with, accompanied by feveral prifoners, and in a 

condition which appeared calculated to imprefs 

the confederates with fentiments of pity. They 

faid, that they dared not to hope that their li ·es 

would be granted to them, but that they de· 

manded pardon for their old meo1, their women, 

and children. " Remember," added they, " that 

" we are your relatives : it is your own blood 

" after which you feem to thirfl: : would it not 

" be more honourable for you to fpare, and 

'' more advantageous to have us for your 

" flaves ?" Pity never finds an eafy admiffion 

into the breafl:s of favages, and the long re!ifl:

ance of the enemy had irritated the befiegers. 

They perfilted in the demand that the Outagamis 

and their allies {hould iurrender at difcretion. 

Some of them even propofed to Du Buiifor: to 

maffacre the deputies, but he anfwered ,,-irh dif

plcafure, that they mu!l: be mad to offer to him 

fuch 
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fuch a propofal : that thefe two men had come n o o K 
VI I I. 

to him, relying on his word, which he had given ~ 
them in confequence of the confent of the coun- 17IZ. 

cil, and thar he would never fuffer the fmalleft 

oucrage to be committed on them whilft they 

were in his fort. 

They replied, that thefe two envoys were the 

authors of all the mifchief; and having them

felves frequently had recourfe to perfidious mea

fures, they did not merit fo fcrupulous a conduCt 

with refpeCl: to them; but that, in the end, they 

would gain nothing even by this. The com

mandant replied, that it became neither him nor 

them to imitate their example, and he fent back 

the two deputies, telling them that he had no 

other anfwer to make than that w·hich had al

ready been given. The only hope which re

mained to thefe wretched people, was to be able 

to make their efcape in bad weather, and after 

the nineteenth day of the fiege, a violent ftorrq 

accompanied with rain having occafioned the 

befiegers to withdraw, they embraced the op

portunity which offered, and made their efcape 
in the night. 

Their flight was difcovered next morning at 
day-break, and they were immediately purfued. 
They were found entrenched at four leagues 

difl:ance from their former fituation, upon a pe 

ninfula which advances into Lake Saint Clair, 
and 
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B o o K and as their intrenchments were concealed, the 
V!Jl. Ir "1 h . h d . h I" I ~.,..--__. · auJI ants ~vmg approac e wit ltt e precau-

17 12 • tion, had more than twenty men killed or 

wounded. It was nece!fary to re-commence a 
fiege, which continued four days, and would have 

been protraCl::ed to a much greater length of time 
if the French commandant had not ordered out 

two field-pieces. T he befieged then furrendered 

at difcretion, and al mofl the whole of thofe \vho 
had arms in th ei r hands were, without mercy, 
infl:antly ma(facred. T he remainder, amou·nting 
to ~ hundred and fift y, without including the 
women and children, were made flaves, and 
ilia red amo:1.::;fi the confederate nations, v. ho 

kept them not long, and put to death almofl: the 

whole before they feparated. 

The lofs of th e allies amounted to fixty men 
killed or wounded ; the Hurons, among whom 

were t wenty~'five Iroquois c· rift ians, diftinguilh

ed themfelves aboYe the ref. , and lofl: more of 
their number, but t~is expedition cofi: the enemy 

more than a thoufand perfo ns. 

Du Bui!fon th ere acpired much credit from 

his firmntfs, and difinterefi:tdnefs , which led him 
to deprive himft.lf of every thing in his poffeffion 
in o rd ~ r to beHow it on the a llie~. The fru!t of 

this victory wa,' , that the Engli{h laid afide the 
wught of forming an eflabli iliment at Detroit, 

\\hi eh would ha Ye entirely ruined N ew France, 
not 
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not only on account of the fituation of this place, 

which is the centre of, as well as the finefi: coun
try in Canada; but likewife, becaufe it would 

have been impraCticable to hold the fmallefl: 

communication with the favages of the higher 
countries, nor with i.ouifiana. 

There fiill remained many fubjeCl:s of differ
ence to be fettled amongfi the Fr.ench allies, and 
in order to fucceed in effeCting an accommoda
tion, it was conceived nece!fary to re-efiablifh the 
fort of Michilimakinac. Towards the end of 
this year feveral officers of merit and experience 
were fent to vifit the nations of the north, and of 
the wefi, and to prevail on them to forget all 
fubjeCl:s of difcontent which they might have oc
cafioned to each other. M. de Louvigny was 
alfo fent to rebuild the fort. The whole of this 

bufinefs was executed with as much fuccefs as 

conduft, and tranquillity was perfeftly re-efia
blilhed in Canada. 

It was however impoffible to engage thefe 
people not to carry their furs to the ,Englifh, as 
they had openly done for feveral years. Even 
the domiciliated favages folio\\ ed t ' e torrent, and 
it would have been neceifary, in order to remedy 
this inconvenience, to augment in France the 

price of the beaver, and diminifh in Canada that 

of the merchandife ufed in exchange for the furs. 

The firft of thefe expedients did not depend on 

;r; E thofe 
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B o o K thofe engaged in the traffic, but if they had right· 
VIII. 
~ ly comprehended their interefl:s, they would have 

1 7 r z. carried into effeCt 1he fecond, by caufing to be 

fent every year to ~ebec merchandife on their 
own account, to an amount equal to the extent 
of their credit. This influx of manufacrures 
into the colony would have leffened their value, 
and would have enabled the merchants to afford 
therr to the favages at a cheaper rate ; but the 
ideae c f the French commercial body in Canada 

were no yet fufficient!y enlarged, to be ·per
fuaded of the propriety and advantage of fuch a 
meafure. The commerce of furs fell, therefore, 
almofi: entirely into the hands of the Engliih. 

In the me~n time, although the negotiations 
for peace were not yet terminated at Utrecht, 
the Governor-Generals of New France and of 
New England received from their refpeCtive fo
vereigns precife orders for a total ceffation of 
every aB: of hofl:ility between the two colonies 

and their allies. A little time after, news was 

received that the ~een of Great Britain had 
withdrawn from the league which was formed. to 
dethrone the Catholic King, Philip the Fifrh. 
Nothing could be more fortunate for the govern
ment of Botlon, where the Abinaquis were com
mitting great ravages; and this circumfiance 
was a principal rearon why the court of London 

would never relax, refpeB:ing the ceilion of 

Acadia. 
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Acadia. It Chewed the fame firmnefs with regard 
to the French poffeffions in Newfoundland, and 
in Huc1fon's Bay; and Louis the Fourteenth, who 
had his reafons for not throwing any obil:acle in 
the way of the treaty which he was about to con
clude with her Britannic Majeil:y, facrificed at 
length all thofe provinces, and the right which 
he pretended to polfefs of fovereignty over the 

five Iroquois cantons. 
This Iafl: article took from the French nothing 

in reality, and conferred as little on the Engliih, 
becaufe thefe cantons renewed the protefl:ations, 
which they had more than once made, againfl: 
the reciprocal pretenfions of their neighbours, 
and well knew how to maintain themfelves in the 

poffeilion of their liberty and independance. 

The Epglifh, who procured from them part of 
the advantages which the fovereignty of th~ na
tions would have given them, never thought it 
prudent to fubdue them; they were afterwards 
fatisfied with build=ng a fort at the mouth of the 
Chouguen, on Lake Ontario. But as the On
nontagues faw, without oppofition, this eil:abliih
ment made on their territories, the French ob
tained from the Tfonnonthouans permillion to 
erect a fimilar fort on the river Niagara, nearly 
on the fame fpot which the Marquis de Denon
ville had before fortified. They refufed to the 

Engliih the fame permiilion, faying that they 
E E 2 were 
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were at liberty to admit into their country whom 
they pleafed, and that they would not fuffer in it, 
at the fame time, two different people, who by 

their mutual hatred would difl:urb their tran

quillity. 
The Iroquois came this year to renew their 

altiance with the Governor-General, and offered 

him their mediation in cafe of a new rupture 
with the Englilh. He now began ferioufly to 
refleB: upon fome plan for fortifying and people
ing the colony, whofe inhabitants, infl:ead of 
augmenti-ng, he faw with regret diminifuing in 
their number. He fiated to M. Pontchartrain, 
the minifl:er of France, that Canada poifeifed no 
more than four thoufand four hundred and 

eighty inhabitants in a !late to carry arms, from 

the age of fourteen to fixty years, and that the 

twenty-eight companies of marine paid by the 
King amounted to no more than fix hundred and 
twenty-eight foldiers. T~is fmall number of 
perfons was fpread over an extent of a hundred 

leagues. That the Engli!h colonies had fixty 

thoufand men in a fl:ate to carry arms, and there 

could be little doubt that on the firfl: rupture 
they would make a powerful effort to get poifef
fion of Canada. \Vith refpeB: to the means of 
completing the companies of the King's troops, 

there could be no difficulty, after the great re· 
dutl:ion which had taken place in France. On 

the 
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the fubjett of augmenting the number of the in

habitants, he was aware it might be objeCted, 
that able men did not abound in any of the pro
vinces of the kingdom of France, and that the . 
exhaufl:ed fiate of the finances did not admit of 
making large advances for conveying new colo
nifl:s to America, and for er:abling them to fubfifl 
there, until they could by their indufl:ry fupply 
themfelves with the neceffaries of life. He en
deavoured, however, to obviate thefe difficulties 
and objeCtions by propofing a new expedient, 
which appeared to him more eahily attainable. 

There were every year a confiderable number 
of criminals condemned to the galleys, for whofe 
fervices the King had little occafion, and who 
might be made ufeful in cultivating the lands; 
their expence was paid by the farmers genera], 
and a hundred and fifty of thefe unfortunate 

perfons might be fpared every year for Canada. 

The farmers general would get them conducted 

.to Rochelle, and might pay for each a hundred 
and fifty livres, on which they fhould have a final 

difcharge againfl: all future claims. Their ex

pences amounted to a hundred francs a-year , 

each, and there was not one who was not con .. 
demned to labour for at leafl eighteen months, 
and fome for ten years. All that the farmers 

general could defire was, that they fuould not 
:t: E 3 return 
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n o o K return to France, for which M. de Vaudreuil 
VIII. 

'---v---1 engaged to be refponfible. 
17'4· If the King fhould agree to this propofal, all 

the veffels which were deflined for Canada might 

each be obliged to receive a fiated number, fo 

that the whole of the convic1s tranfporred annu

ally fhould amount to a hundred and fifty men, 

for each of whom fifty livres fhould be paid on 

his arrival in the colony. That they {hould be 

di[l:ributed among the inhabitants, to work as 

hired fervants, for a fpace of three years, after 

the expiration of which they lhould be free, but 

without the power of returning to France; and 

to place them in a condi.ion to provide for them

felves, a hundred livres, a part of tne hundred 

and fifry already mentioned, fhould be placed in 

the hands of their mafters, \vho fhould be obliged 

after the three years of fervice to give them fifty 

crowns. The inhabitants would think them

ftlves fortunate to procure men upon fuch con

ditions, - and this would imperceptibly caufe an 

augmentation of colonifl:s accufiomed to labour. 

The Outagamis, more irritated than weakened 

by the great lofs which they h~d fuflained at De

tr it two years ago, infefted by their robberies, 

and fl:ained with their cruelties and maffacres, 

not only the environs of the bay of Lake 1\Iichi

gan, their native country, but almoft all the 

routes 
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routes which formed the communication with 
the diflant pofl:s of the col 1ny, and thofe which 
conducted toLouifiana. E.·cept the Sioux, who 
frequently joined them, and the I c auo1s, \'vith 
whom they had entered into an a ha nee, 1ut V\ ho 
appeared not to aill{t them openly, all the na
tions connetled wnh the Fr ·nch fuffered much 
from their holl ili ty, and it was to be ?nplehended 
that if they lhewed too great a defire to remedy 
that evil, the greatefl: part of the nations 
would come to an accommodation with thefe 
barbarians. 

T he Iarquis de Vaudreuil therefore propofed, 
that they lhould unite with him for the expulfion 
of the common enemy. They each gave their 
confent, and a party of Frenchmen was raifed, 
th t command of which was given to l.VI. de Lou
vigny. A number of favages joined him on his 
journey, and he foon found htmfelf at the head 
of eight hundred men, refolved not to lay afide 
their arms whilfi an Outagamis remained in Ca
nada. It was generally bel!eveu that this nation 
was on the eve of being entirely defiroyed : of 
this it was itfelf perfuaded \V hen it faw the florm 
forming againft it; and every one had no other 
hope but that of felling his life as dear as 
poffible. 

More than five hundred warriors, and three 
thoufand women, were !hut up in a kind of fort, 

E E '* furrounded 

EOOK 
V.ll. --

17 ' -+· 



B 0 0 K 
vm. --· 

HISTOltY OF CANADA. 

furrounded by three ranges of pallifades made of 
oak, with a ditch before them. Three hundred 
men were in march to reinforce them, but they 
arrived not in time. M. de Louvigny attacked 
them ip form; he had two field-pieces and a 

fmall mortar ; he opened the trenches at thirty~ 
five toifes dill:ant from the fort, and on the third 

day he had advanced within twelve toifes from 

it, although the befieged kept up a conll:arit fire 
from their mu!kets. He the~ made a difpofition 
for playing off mines under their curtains, which 

when they perceived, they ·demanded to capitu,. 
late the fame j:!Vening, and propofed conditions, 
which were rejeCted. Soon afterwards they pre

fente others, which the commandant communi
cated to the favages. They imported, that the 
Outa(Tamis ana their confederates fhould make 

u 

peace with the French and their allies; that they 
fhoulL' i "1 mediatdy rell:ore all the prifoners they 
had rr:.ade; that they iliould replace the dead by 
ilaves whom they would procure from the diftant 
nation ·\ 1th ~'l.om they were at war ; and that 
t ey fuould defray to the French and their allies, 
from the produce of their chace, the expences of 

the prefent war. 

l\1. tlt Louv igny ll:ated, that his allies, to whom 

he gave the few beaver £kins with which the 
Outc1gamis prefented him, had approved that he 

fuould pardon ~he befieged, upon the conditions 
offered, 
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ofl:"ered, but he deceived himfelf if he believed n o o K 
VIII. 

them fincere. They did ot afterwards di!femble -.---..J 

their difcontent; he however left them to their 17 14-

difcretion, and returned to ~ebec, where he had 
the gratification of being well received by the 
General, and of hearing in the following year 
that his condufl: was approved of by the cou1 t , 
and evidently lhewed that he had firiClly obeyed 
the orders which had been given him: the fequel 
will evince, that the orders had been framed 
without a fufficient knowledge of the caufe they 
were intended to remove. J\1. de Louvigny, on 
granting peace to the Outagamis, had received 
of them fix hofiages, all chiefs, or fons of chiefs, 
as a fecurity for the obfervance of the engage-
ments into which they had entered, to fend to 
lVIontreal deputies to ratify the treaty with the 

Governor-General: and this treaty, which they 

delivered in writing to Louvigny, exprefsly re-

lated to the ceffion of their country to the 
French. 

Unfortunately the fmall pox, which the follo w- 1716. 

ing winter made great ravages in the colony, and 
amongfl: the neighbouring nations, cut off three 

of the hofiages who died at :1\Iontrea!, and among 

others the famous warrior and chief Ptmouifa, 
who had been fpared at the maffacre of Detroit, 

and from whofe influence the Governor had 

hoped to derive confiderable advantages. The 
apprehenfion 
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apprehenfion entertained by the General that 

this mi~.Jortune would derange the treaty, obliged 

him to afcend ·to Montreal in the winter, and as 

foon as the naviga~ion was open, he intended to 

have difpatched M. de Louvigny to Michilimaki

nac, with an order to execute the cond itions ac

cepted by the Outagamis, to conduCt to Mon

treal the chiefs of that nation, and thofe of all 

the others, and at the .fame time to caufe to de

fcend into the colony all the Coureurs de Bois> 

to whom the King intended to grant an am-

nefly. , 

Louvigny could not depart un~il the end of 

May in the following year. He took with him 

one of the hofiages who had been attacked by 

the fmall pox, and had loft an eye, that he might 

tefiify to his nation the care which had been 

raken of him and his colleagues. On his arrival 

at Michilimakinac he difpatched this man to the 

Outagamis, with prefents to cover the dead, and 

fent with him two interpreters who were French

men: they were well received, and they fung 

the calumet. After having allo\ved fame days 

to the relations of the deceafed to be ;~.•ail their 

lofs, they a1Tr.:mbled to hear the account giHn by 

the hofiage. He fpoke with confiderable bility, 

and blamed the chiefs for not having come to 

Michilimakinac. The nation then declared to 

the interpreter, that it was fenftble of the kind-
n~fs 
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nef:; which Ononthio continued to {hew them, 

but that many reafons prevented the deputies 

from going this year to vifit him : it promifed 

that next year it fl10uld be acquitted of its en

gagement, gave this promife in writing, and 

added, that it fhould never fail to recolleCt: that 

it owed its prefent e:xift:ence to the clemency of 

its father. The hoflage fet out with the inter

preters to rejoin l\1. de Louvigny, but after 

having proceeded t\venty leagues he forfook 

them, faying, that it was proper he fhould re

turn to his nation, to oblige it to perform the 

promife which had been given. 

This man was never after heard of; his nation 

fenr no deputies to the Governor-General, and 

J'-,1. de Louvigny gained no other advantage by 

his journey, than to bring back into the colony 

almofl: all the deferters ; he engaged a great 

number of favages to carry their furs to Mon

treal, where for a length of time fo great a 

quantity had not been brought. M. de Vau

dreuil long amufed himfelf with the hope, that 

the Outagamis would fend him deputies; but 

they left him to re~eB: on an obfervation, of 

which the occurrences of human life give fre

quent example, that an enemy driven to the 

point of defpair is always irreconcileable. They 

have fince been beaten in various rencounters, 

but 
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but they have on their part obliged the Ilinois to 

abandon their river, and although, after their 

repeated defeats, it was difficult to conceive that 

a fufficient number would remain to form a 

fmall village, it was not fafe to pafs from Canada 

to Louifiana without taking great precautions 

againll being furprifed by them. They united, 

it is true, with the Sioux, the mofl numerous 
nation in Canada, and with the Chicachas, the 
mofl brave of the favages of Louifiana. 

The death of M. de Vaudreuil on the I oth of 

OCtober · of this year was fincerely felt by the 
colony. The forrow which was manifefied on 
the part of the inhabitants was proportionate to 
the fatisfaEtion which had been difplayed when 

he was firft appointed to the government, over 

which he prefided for twenty-one years, and 

the fortunate events which took place during 
that period were in a great degree derived from 
his vigilance, firmnefs, and good conduB:, and 

from the fuccefs which almoft uniformly accom

panied all hi.; enterprifes. 

The Chevalier de Beauharnois, captain of the 
marine, fucceeded him in the following year, 

and the repofe which his government enjoyed 

induced him to form the plan of an enterprife 

for penetrating to the South Sea. 

Loui!iana 
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Louifiana was at this period fo intimately con
neCl:ed with Canada, by means of the Ilinois, 
that we fhall revert, in the following books of 
this volume, to the difcoveries of the Sieur de la 
Sale, and £hall now proceed to fi:ate the unfortu
nate iifue of his endeavours to find the mouth of 
the Miilifippi by coa!l:ing the Mexican gulph. 
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De la Sale Jails from France, in a Squadron, for the Dif 
covery qf the Mouth of the Mijf!fippi, by Sea.-Arrive.r 

. off St. Domingo.- Lojs of one of hi; V ej[ei;.-Arrivn at 
Bay St. B ernard. - Hi; Pink is wrecked.-Return of 
the Frigate to France.-C?t!flruBs a Fort at the Mouth 
qf a River.-AJ:md; that R iver and co'!Jlruc1s another 
Fort.-Abandonr theformer.-Lofs qfthe Ship La Belle. 
-La Sale returns from vjfiting the Country of the 
CeniJ.-Set; out <Zuith a P arty to penetrate to the Mijfi-

jippi, and thence to the Ilinoi;. -Murder of three of hi..r 
Party.-Hi; own tragical D eath.-His CharaRer.
c.I<Zuo of hi; Mu rdn·ers dc)lroy each otber.-Partyjet out 

for the Cenis.-Seven Ft·eth·hmen accompany thefe Sa
vages in a W ar Expedition.- ViR<;ry.-Ceremonies.
Joutel and Ca'uelier Jeparate their P arty f rom the Mur
derers qf La Sa/e.-Set out for the liinoiJ,-arrive at 
the Akaufas,-at dt Alijfifppi,-at the Ilinois,-at 
~uebec,-in France.-'Ihe Clamcoets fall upon Fort 
St. Louis, and majfacre all the L·1habitants, exupt tht 
three you11g 7'alom, their young Sijler, and a )'Oung 
Pariftan.-Remainder of thofe concemed in La Sale's 
Murder confined in Chains, to be Jmt to the lvlims of 
New J1exico.-c.Ihe young 'Talom and their Sjjier, by a 

.fingular Series qf Events, m·e rtjlored, after an Abfince 

of Jeveral Y ears, to their Country, and their Friendi. 

A l\1JD the vafl variety of human charaCters, 
there is no virtue which is not mingled 

with fome defeCts. It is a refleB:ion not lefs 
true 
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•rue than humiliating, that the greatefl: faults n o o K. 
JX. 

lhould not unfrequently accompany the mofl: ._,--..~ 

eminent qualities, and th:tt jealoufy, which theft 
fai_l not to infpire in others, £hould finJ always in 
tbofe a fpecious pretext to cover the meannef~ 

and injufl:ice of that paffion. 
It is the province of men, to whom the reins 

of government are affigned, to throw light upon 
this labyrinth of error, to draw forth truth from 
the veil of oofcurity with which paffion hath fur
rounded ir, and to endeavour fo completely to 
develope the propenfities of the perfons whom 
they mean to employ on fervices of importance, 
that in profiting by their good qualities they 
may guard againfl: the operation of fuch as may 
have a contrary tendency. 

Thefe refleCtions were particularly applicable 
to M. de Seignelay, minifl:er of France, and to 
M. de la Sale, when it was refolved to make ufe 
of his fervices. The latter, encouraged by the 
favourable reception with which he was ho
noured, propofed a defign which he had formed 
to explore the fea at the mouth of the l\1iffifippi, 

thereby to open a navigation for the veffels of 

France, and to fettle an• efl:ablifhment on that 
part of the Am~rican continent. 

Having completed the outlines of his plan, the 
minifi:er delivered to him his commiffion, which 
imported that all the French and favages who 

£hould 
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B o o K lhould be found from fort St. Louis of the Ilinois, 

~ as far as New Bifcay, lhould be under his orders~ 
and that the commandant of the fquadron which 

lhould carry him from France to America lhould 

execute whatever he ihould prefcribe on the 

voyage, and lhould afford him on his landing all 

the aid which he lhould require, provided it 
did not tend to prejudice the fafety of the King's 

lhips. 
Four lhips of different dimenfions were armed 

at Rochefort, and two hundred and forty-five 

perfons were therein embarked, befides the com

plement of men on board a frigate. The re

mainder was compofed of a handred foldiers, 

a Canadian family, about thirty volunteers, fome 

females, and a certain number of fervants and 

artificers. There was, befide , a citizen of Rou

en, named Joutel, who had long ferved in the 

army, and in whom M. de la Sale difcovering 

firong marks of capacity and genius, made him 

his intendant of affairs, an office which he dif

charged with the great eft fidelity. It was from 

the memoirs of this man t ~at the only relation 

of the voyage and difcoYeries of M. de la Sale, on 

which reliance can ~e pb.ced, was afforded to 

the public. 
The four veffels v;•hich were deftined to convey 

this fmall colony, were the Ioli, a frigate of 

forty guns, commanded by l\1. de Beaujeu; an 

5 armed 
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armed velfel of fix guns, named La Belle, which 

the King had given to l\1. de la Sale ; the Aima

ble of three hundred tons, and a fmall pink of 

rhirtv tons load d 'vith ammunition. 
J 

This fquadron failed from Rochelle the 24th 

of July I 68-t, in company with a fleet for the 
iflands, and for Canada, which were to remain 

under the orders of Beaujeu until they were out 
of the view of Europe; but, by an accident 

which happened to one of the mafl:s of the fri

gate, they were obliged to put back to Rochelle. 

They again fet fail on the 1 fl: of AuguO:, and on 
the I 6th they came in fight of Madeira. The 
captain of the frigate propofed to M. de la Sale 
that they fhould anchor there, to take in a fupply 
of frefh \Vater, and to purchafe refrefhments. 

To this propofal De la Sale would by no means 
confent, fayiog, that they had only been fifteen 

days at fea, confequently, they ought neither to be 

in want of water nor provifions; that they could 

not fiop at Madeira without unprofitably lofing 

at leafl eight days ; that his enterprife demanded 

the greatefi fecrecy, efpecially with refpeCl: to the 
Spaniards, who could not fail from thence to 
take umbrage, if it became known to them; and 
it would be difficult to conceal it, if they !IlOuld 
make their appearance in an ifland fo near to the 

Canaries, of which the King of Spain was fove

reign: in a word, that fuch was not the inten-
VOL. I. F F tion 
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tion of his majefly ~ whofe inflruB:ions relative to 

this expedition were known to him alone. 

This anfwer much difpleafed M. de Beaujeu, 

and put the whole lhip's company in a bad hu

mour againfl M. de la Sale. On their arrival at 

St. Domingo this mifunderfl:anding was carried 
to a fl:ill greater length. De la Sale had orders 
from the minifler for M. de Cuffi, who com
manded in that ifland, and thefe particularly re
garded his intended enterprife. M. de Cuili's 
ufual refidence was at Port de Paix, which is on 
the north fide of the iiland, and it was reafonable 
to fuppofe that they fhould there come to an an
chor. M. de Beaujeu did not however find it 
convenient, and anchored at the Petit Goave, on 
the wefl:ern fide, where he arrived on the 27th 
of September. He there learnt that the Gover
nor was at Port de Paix, ·with the Chevalier St. 
Laurent, Lieutenant-Governor, and I\ I. Begon, 
intendant of the American ii1ands, who, in virtue 

of a fpecial commiilion from the King, hap come 
tn St. Domingo to aid M. de Cu!Ii in making 
fome new regulations of police, to give a more 

confi{lent form to the adminifl:ration of jufl:ice, 

and to remedy many diforders which tended to 
ruin the commerce of this infant colonv. 

J 

M. de la Sale wrote to the Governor, requefl-

ing that he would come to vifit him, becaufe he 

had many things to communicate relative to the 
King's 
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King's fervice, it being impracticable for him to 

leave his fquadron to w,tit on the Governor at 

P~rt de Paix. Not only the Governor, but the 

Chevalier de St. Laurent, anJ even M. Begon, 

cheerfully undertook the voyage to Petit Goave, 
where they found lVI. de la Sale extremely ill. 
His malady was chiefly occafioned by vexation 

and difappointment : he had learnt a few days 

before, that his armed veffel had been taken off 

the coafl: of St. Domingo by two Spanifh gallies; 
an accident which might have been avoided had 

they anchored at Port de Paix, and which con

tributed not a little to augment the ill humour 

which prevailed between him and Beaujeu. 

The reafon which aCtuated this commander 
obfl:inately to perfifl: in a matter, which it fhould 

feem could be but indifferent to him, can be 
afcribed to no other fource than perfonal hatred 

to M. de la Sale. To be placed under the orders 

of a perfon poffeiling no rank in the navy, can

not be very agreeable to the commander of a 
King's veifel; but if M. de Beaujeu was not dif

pofed to execute a reafonable fervice which was 

exacred from him, why fhould he have accepted 
of the command on this condition ? M. de la 
Sale on his part could not comprehend that a 
commander fhould be offended, becaufe orders 

had been iifued by him which that commander 

had- once undertaken to obey. He therefore 
F F 2 took 
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B o o K took no meafures of conciliation, placed no con

~ fidence in M. Beaujeu, and to all the propofals 

of that officer made anfwer, that fuch was not 

the intention of his fovereign. It was not by 

means like thefe that he could interefl: in his en. 

terprife a perfon, on whom its fuccefs greatly 

depenqed. 
M. de la Sale at length recovered, and after 

fome intercourfe with the Governor of St. Do. 

mingo and the two commiffioners, who cheerfully 

afforded him every aid which he demanded, he 

had nothing further to detain him ; he therefore 

took his departure on the 25th of November, 

more embroiled than ever with M. de Beaujeu. 

On the 12th of December the fquadron doubled 

Cape St. Antoine, which is the weft point of the 

ifiand of Cuba, and entered the Gulph of l\Iexi. 

co; but on the 14th a violent contrary wind 

obliged it to return to the cape, where it re. 

mained until the 18th. On the 28th it came in 

view of the land of Florida, and from what had 

been told De la Sale, that in the Gulph of 

Mexico the current tended towards the eaft, he 

doubted not that the mouth of the l\Iiilifippi 

could not be far to the wefiward ; an error which 

was the fource of all his misfortunes. 

He therefore turned to the weft, but advanced 

little, becaufe from time to time he approached 

the land, and fl:eered within view of the coaft in 
fear eh 
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fearch of the objeCt of his expedition. On the B o o K 
IX. 

1oth of January 1685 the fquadron was, as was ~ 
afterwards found, not far fnm the lVIiffifippi, 

but paffed it without the boat having been fent in 

to explore. Some days afterwards, from in

formation which was given by the favages, M. 

de la Sale wifhed w return to the fame place, but 

Beaujeu refufed to comply, although obliged 

thereto by virtue of his infhuCl:ion. They both 

became flill more diffatisfied with each other; 

and M. de la Sale , after having obfiinately per-
flfl:ed in exaCting obedience in matters of much 

inferior confequence, unfortunately yielded, 

when he ought principally to have availed him-

felf of the authority with which he was in-

vefied. 

They purfued, therefore, the fam e courfe to 

the weftward, and the fquadron in a few days 
arrived in the bay of Sr. Bernard, but without a 
knowledge of their aCtual fituation. This bay is 

one hundred and twenty leagues to the fouth

wen: of the l\1iilifippi. They there came to 

anchor, and the boats were fent out on difcovery. 

They arrived at a fine river, at whofe entrance 
there was a bar which had only twelve feet of 

water. After feveral excurfions in order to af
certain their fituation, and many conful~ations 
where nothing was concluded, becaufe it was 
fufficient for one of the commanders to explain 

F F 3 his 
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n o o K his propofals, to have them oppofed by the other ; 

~ M. de la Sale, who conceived that he could not 

be far from the object of his fearch, and in at
tempting which the prefence of M. de Beaujeu 

could only ferve to impede him, refol ved to dif
embark all his people at this place. 

Having taken this refolution, on the 2oth of 
February he fent an order to the commandant 
of the pink, to unload his veffel of every heavy 
article, and to enter into the river. He at the 
fame time enjoined the commander of the Belle 

to embark in the pink, becaufe he had not fuffi
cient confidence in the perfon by \Vhom ihe was 

then navigated; but her commander refufed to 

receive the captain of the Belle. On this refufal 
lVI. de la Sale would have embarked himfelf; but 
a lieutenant of infantry and five or fix other 

Frenchmen, having been carried off by the ra
vages whilfi: they \Vere 'valking in the woods, he 

hafiened to difengage them. 
He had not proceeded far from the fea fhore, 

when cafiing his eyes towards that direction he 
perceived his pir1k manreuvering, as if fhe was 

upon the breakers; and his ad·.-erfe fortune pre
vented him from returning to endeavour to re

medy this unto\vard event. He continued his 

rout towards the village whither his people had 
been conduCted, and on his arrival there heard 
the difcharge of a cannon. From this he pre-

faged 
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faged that his pink was on flwre, and his con- B o o K 

jeB:ure was but too true. It was believed by ~ 
manv who were ~ itncf'es of this accident, that it 

J 

was the effeCt: of a premeditated defign on the 

part of the Sieur Aigrou, who commanded the 

velfel. 

Great as this lofs doubtlefs appeared, the un~ 

happy confequences refulting from it were yet 

more truly difheffing. The provifions, urenfils, 

tools, and, in general, all that is necelfary for a 
new efl:ablifhment, were contained in the pink. 

M. de la Sale, in whom the anxiety to recover 

his people had fuperfeded the care of preventing 

a misfortune which he dreaded, haflened, on the 

accomplifhment of his firfl: intent, to the fpot 

where the velfel was wrecked, and found every 

perfon in a ftate of inaction. He intreated Beau

jeu to lend him his chaloup and boat: he began 

by conveying the people on fhore, and afterwards 

the various ftores. If the boat of the pink could 

have acred with that of the frigate, the whole 

cargo of the veifel might have been faveJ. But 

this had likewife been wrecked, and night hav

ing approached, it was neceifary to wait until 

the following day to complete the difcharge. 

The wind and waves having increafed, the velfel 

was driven againfl: rocks, by which fhe was 

broken, and a quantity of articles was thrown 

out at the openings, and floated to and fro on 

F F 4 the 
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n o o K the waves. Several cafks of wine, fpirits, flour, 
IX. 
~ and falt provifions were faved, but every thing 

befides was loft. The perplexity of their fitua
tion was increafed by numbers of the favages 
who furrounded them, and notwithfl:anding every 

precaution which was ufed to prevent them from 
taking advantage of the general embarra!fment, 
many things th:lt had been faved from the wreck 

were carried off. This circumfl:ance was not 

difcovered unril after the barbarians had efcaped 

with thtir booty. Se,'eral canoes that had been 

left on the iliore were taken poffe!Tion of, in con

fequence of this .:a of theft : a feeble reprifal, 

for wl~ich they foon after paid very dear. The 

favages returned to bring away their canoes, 

came in the night to thofe who had poffeffion of 

them, ''horn they found afieep, killed two vo

lunteers whom La Sale much regretted, and 

wounded two more, but were U!1able ·to regain 

their canoes. 

Such a feries of unhappy events occurring at 

the fame ti:ne, difcouraged many \vho were en

gaged in this expedition, and among others 1\I. 
Dainmaville and the Sieur :l\1inet, engineer, who 
expreifed a defire to return to France. To this 

dereliClion of the fenice on which they were en

gaged, the enemies of 1\I. de la Sale contributed 
in no fmall degree. They ceafed not to throw 
1ifcredit on his conduCt, and to b::-and his enter

prife 
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prife with epithets of folly and ra!hnefs. He B o o K 
11 

IX. 
however continued to evince the greatetL refolu- "-"..._, 

tion and firmnefs. He caufed a magazine to be 

conflruaed, furrounded it with intrenchments, 

and there depofired every thing that had been 

faved. P rfuaded that the river he had entered 

might be one of the branches of the Miffifippi, 

he made difpofition, for exploring it. He at the 

fame time lParnt ttl t lVI. de Beaujeu was prepar-

ing to return to France, and entreated him to 

leave behind him the cannon and ammunition 

which he had embarkea exprefsly for the fervice 

of M. de la Sale. Beaujeu replied, that they 

were in the hold of his veifel, and that in order 

to procure them eveiy thing mufl: be removed : 

that this operation would require more time than 

could be fpared, in order to avoid the tempefl:s 

ufual at this feafon in thofe latitudes, and that he 

believed .\1. de la Sale was more reafonable than 

to wi!h that he fhould expofe the frigate to the 

hazard of being loft. He however well knew 

that La Sale had on !hore only eight fmall field-

pieces, and not a fingle !hot. It could not, be-

fides, be conceived how he coulJ have fo em

barraifed fiores, which were defl:ined for a new 

fettlement. 
Another proof of the unjuftifiable conJu8: of 

this officer became evident. The perfidy of the 

commander of the pink was openly declared, and 

to 
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to ikreen him from the jufl:ice of M. de la Sale,. 

he was received into the frigate, with the whole 

crew of his veffel, and this, contrary to an exprefs 

promife he had given to embark no perfon what

ever without the full confent of M. de la Sale. 

The only refource which re..c-nained to the latter, 

was to make a reprefentation to the minifler, a 

fatisfaCl:ion which could in no degree remedy 

the difl:reffing condition to which he was re

duced. 

The frigate failed about the middle of l\1arch, 
and the people on ihore at the fame time began 

to confi:rucr a fort. \Vhen the work was fame

what advanced, La Sale gave Joutel the charge 

of completing it, entrufi:ed him with the com

mand, and left.with him a hundred and twenty 

men. La S:1le with fifry men, ·ho compofed 

the remainder of his party, embarked on the 

river with a refolution to afc nd as far as 
poffible. 

The favages came at nigh to ramble around 

the fort, and Joutel, \Vho was ordered not to 

allow them to approach too near, caufed fome 

mufkets to be difcharged, in order to keep them 

at a difl:ance. De la Sale, who heard the report, 

returned with fix or feven men, and found every 

thing in quietnefs. He dep:Fted foon after to 

rejoin his party, and the firfl: thing which he 

learnt on his arrival at his encampment was, that 
fereral 
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feveral of his workmen had fuffered their tools B o o K 

to be fiolen by the favages. .As it was his inten-~ 
tion to confiruet a fecond fort, he gave out other 

tools, but unhappily his workmen were not fuffi-
cienily acquainted with their ufe. 

About the beginning of June an order was 
fent to the firfi: fort, addreffed to the command
ant, to fend an officer named Moranget to con
duct to La Sale all the men which it contained, 
except thirty, who were left to J outel and the 
Sieur le Gros, who had charge of the fiores, as 
a guard. The chace and fifhing afforded them 
abundant fupplies, and the commandant main
tained, · with a dignified mildnefs, good order 
and quietude. This ho,vever did not prevent a 
confpiracy from being formed by t\\'0 perfons, 
whofe difpofi.tions inclined them to malevolence. 

The mtention was to put to death the com
mandant and the fiorekeeper, to rob the fiore of 
every thing valuable, and to make their efcape. 
The day for the execution of this projeCt was 
fixed; but one of the confpirators having im
parted the circumfiance to a third perfon, Joutel, 
who was immediately informed of it, had "the 
criminals feized and put in irons . . On the 14th 
of July he recei\'e4 a fecond order from La Sale 
to join him together with all _his people, which 
he delayed not to obey, and delivered to him 

the 
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:n o o K the two prifoners, with the proofs of their con
IX. 

'--v--J fpiracy. 

Thefe circum!l:ances, which convinced La Sale 

of the bad choice that he had made of his colo

ni!l:s, gave him much inquietude. Joutel was 

furprifed to find the fort in a fiate fo little ad· 

vanced. No building was yet covered, but a 

fmall magazine of fione, in which the gun

powder and liquors were depofited. They had 

planted and fown, but all had failed from the 

want of rain. They had fubfi!l:ed on the animals 

killed in the chace. l\1any good fubje::l:s were 

dead. The number of invalids increafed every 

day, and nothing could be more melancholy 

than the fituation of La Sale. He was mortified 

by difappointment and adverfe fortune, but the 

fortitude of his mind enabled him well to diffem

ble the uneafy fenfations by "hich it was agi

tated. \Vith a firmnefs, which was the leading 

principle of his charaCter, but which often dege

nerated into obflinacy, he poffeffed to a fupreme 

degree a talent for refource, and his indufl:ry 

made him find within himfelf \':hatever was defi

cient in others. As foon as all his people were 

atfembled into one place, he proceeded with ac

tivity in his fortification. He became himfelf 

the architeCl:, and as he affifled by manuJl opera

tion, each laboured to the utmofl: of l1is power. 

Nothing 
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Nothing more was wanted to encourage this fa
vourable inclination ; but La Sale could not 

command his ill temper. At a period when his 

people were exhaufl:ed with fatigue, and when he 

had fcarcely a fufficiency of provifions to afford 

them, he had not power enough over his own 

mind to enable him to relax in fome degree from 
his ufual feverity, nor from that inflexibility of 
fpirit which is extremely unpropitious to the ad~ 

vancementof a new fettlement. He punifhed with 
a fpecies of cruelty the fmallefi faults, and fcarce~ 

ly did he let efcape an expreffion of mildnefs, or 

confolation, for thofe who fuffered with the mofl: 
exemplary patience. Soon therefore had he the 
mortification to fee all his people fall into a fi:ate 

of languor, which proceeded more from defpair, 
and excefs of fatigue, than from the want of 

nourifhment, and which cut off a confiderable 

part of his followers . 
A circumfl:ance which contributed to the per. 

plexity of his fituation was, that by the impru

dence of fome Frenchmen, the natives of the 

country called Clamcoets d..:cla.red themfel ves 

againfi them, and their favour could never be 

regained. 1\II. la Sale, however, at length finifhed 
his fort, and gave it the name of St. Louis. As 
he could not divefi: himfelf of the iJea, that the 

Miffifippi difcharged itfelf into the bay where he 

had firfi landed, and which he alfo called the bJy 
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:a o o K of St. Louis; he refolved to coafl: it in his fmall 

~ veifei. He embarked in the month of October, 
leaving in his fort thirty-four perfons, under the 

command of Joutel, whom he enjoined not to re
ceive back any of the party that went out with 
him, unlefs a written order, figned by himfelf, 

fhould be delivered into his hand. He had lofl:, 

a fhort time before, the Sieur le Gros, who hav
ing been bit by a rattle-fnake, and being ignorant 
of the remedy for this bite, which is found every 
where in the woods, was neceilitated to undergo 
the amputation of his leg, and died fhortly after 
the operation. This fiorekeeper was well ac

quainted with bufinefs, and was in many refpecrs 
of great utility. He was one of thofe, for whofe 
lofs La Sale experienced the moO: li\'ely regret. 

After the departure of the veilel three months 
elapfed before any tidings of her were received 
at fort St. Louis. At length, to ·ards the middle 

of January I 686, melancholy accounts of her • 
were brought by a perfon named Duhaut, \vhofe 
brother had remained in the fort. The elder 

who had followed La Sale, arrived without bring
ing any letter from him. He was alone in a 

canoe, and he was heard by the fentinel, towards 
the evening, calling out to his brother. The 
commandant was informed of it, and came to 
fpeak to Duhaut, and after being told that La 
Sale was in perfeCt health, he inquired if he had 

a writ-
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a written permiilion to return into the fort. B o o K 
lX. 

Duhaut replied that he had not, but he related ~ 

with fuch an appearance of fincerity the caufe of 

his return, that Joutel conceived he might in this 

infiance difpenfc: with the written order, and 

permitted him to enter the fort. 

He made the following recital of his adven

tures. 1\J. de la Sale, faid he, having arrived 

within fight of the ve!fel, fent on board of her 

five of his befl: men, and enjoined them to gi\·e 

his directions to the pilot to found the anchoring · 

ground, in a canoe. The pilot obeyed, and 

employed a whole day in this fervice. In the 

evening, finding himfelf fatigued, he went afhore 

with thofe who had brought the mder, and there 

they kindled a fire. Sfeeo at length fiole upon 

them before they had fettled any precaution 

againfl: the favage:s, who, afcertaining from the 

fire the fpot where the French were, approached 

during the night, maiE.cred the fix men who 

were in profound ileep, and broke in pieces their 

canoe. 

La Sale finding that they returned n')~ at the 

appointed time, went himfelf · 1 fearch or them, 

and found the fad remains of their carcz'fi...s, 

which the wolves or other bea!ls of prc. 1 had 

almofi: entirely devourec. He lame11ted above 

all the lofs of his pilot, the perfon of whofe aid 

he fl:ood mof!: in needJ and a circumft.ance foon 

aft_r 



448 HISTORY OF CANADA, 

B o o K after took place, which caufed this privation to 
~ be yet more feverely felt. He made the veifel 

to advance higher up in the bay, fent on board 
all things neceifary for the enterprife which he 

meditated, and gave orders that the veifel fhould 

not go out of fight of the coaft, and that none of 

the crew lhould come on fhore. 
He embarked with twenty men in two canoes 

to traverfe the bay ; when he arr · ved on the op
pofite fide, he funk his two canoes in the water, 
and continued his courfe bv land. After feveral 

' 
days' journey he found himfelf on the borders 
of a fine river, which he named La Maligne: in 

proceeding further, Duhaut baYing fiop?ed be
hind the others, loft himfelf in the \voods, and 

afterwards arrived, by what means he could not 
tell, oppofite to fort St. Loui . As there was 
nothing in this recital which had not an air of 
verifimilitude, Joutel could not rdift gi\'ing 
credit to it, and contented hira!"elf with pre
ferving a flrid: obfervation over the aCtions of 
Duhaut. 

Towards the middle of 1\Iarch De la Sale ar
rived, with Cavalier his brother, l\Iaranget his 
nephew, and five or fix men, in very difheiling 
circumfiances, at fort St. Louis. Others of his 
party had been fent in fearch of the veifel, con
cerning whofe fate he was anxious. A!tbough 
La Sale had failed with refp ' t to the bjeCt of 

his 
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his purfuit, he appeared however fatisfied with 
his journey, afferting that he had travelled over 
a very fine country. This afforded him no ad

vancement towards the accompli{hment of his 

purpofe, but he comprehended the neceffity of 

not difcouraging his people, and he was a great 
mafl:er in the art of concealing difappointment. 
The fight of Duhaut, who he thought had de
ferted, afforded him fome uneafinefs, and he 
a!ked of Joutel why he had received him, con
trary to his orders. Upon being told the reafon 
he appeared fatisfied. 

Next day, the party who had been fent in 
fearch of the veffel returned to the fort, but 
brought no intelligence of her. By this he was 
thrown into great perplexity, becaufe he had left 
on board his linen, his clothes, papers, and mo!l: 
valuable effects. Befides, his defign was to have 

ufed this veffel in afcending fome of the rivers 
which he had difcovered, to fend her to the 
iflands in fearch of fupplies, and likewife to range 
in her along the whole coafl: of the Gulph of 
Mexico, until be fuould find the Miffifippi, afrer 
he fhould have lofl every hope of entering it by 
fame of the rivers which difcharged themfelves 
into the bay. 

He neverthelefs took his meafures with his 
ufual confidence and hope, and, towards the end 
of April, he fet out on a new journey. Some 
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I o o K days after his departure, M. de Chefdeville, the 
IX. • f 
~ Marqms de la Sablonniere, and fome others o 

thofe who had remained on board the Belle, ar
rived at St. Louis in a canoe, with the clothes, a 
part of the papers, and linen of La Sale, and alfo 
fome provifions, and with accounts of the total 
lofs of the veffel. They recounted the circum
fiances of this unfortunate event, which deprived 
M. de la Sale of his principal reliance, after fuch 
a repetition of difafl:ers. Their relation of this 
accident was as follows : The crew being in 
want of frelh water, the Sieur Planterofe went 
himfelf to procure a fupply in one of the neare!l 
rivers. As he was returning on board with the 
people who had accompanied him, contrary 
winds and the obfcurity of night overtook them. 
They who were in the veffel, and had feen the 
efforts that were made to return, lighted a fire to 
ferve them as a guide; but neither the boat nor 
any of thofe who were in her ever afterwards 
appeared. For fome days they awaited with 
fruitlefs expeCtation their arrival on board the 
veffel. At length the crew, preffed by e:-·treme 
thirft, wilhed to approach a habitation on the 
coaft, which was about two leagues diftant from 
the river, but the feeble -flate to which they were 
reduced, and, it may perhaps be added, their 
want of ikill, prevented them from working the 

veffel with effea ; the wind alfo becoming un-
favourable, 
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favourable, file was thrown afhore on the oppofite 
fide of the bay, and was there wrecked. 

Thefe unfortunate men, thus caft away on a 
favage coaft, and having no longer any boat, 
could find no other means to extricate them
felves but by confhuCl:ing a raft in order to crofs 
the bay; but it was fo badly fabricated, that the 
firfi: who ventured upon it were drowned. The 
remainder of the crew built a fecond raft, which 
was of more folid form; they placed upon it all 
the goods which they could fave from the veifel, 
and fafely accomplifhed their object. They re
mained for fome time upon the fhore, in great 
embarratfment, becaufe they dared not, on ac
count of the ravages, hazard the performance of 
the remaining part of the journey by land, and 
their raft was incapable of being conduCted up 

the river. At length they found an old canoe, 
which they repaired, and in which they arrived 
at St. Louis. 

Two months had paffed without any accounts 
having been brought of M. de la Sale. This 
long abfence was not the foie caufe of the inqui~

tude of the commandant. He perceived with 
the moft painful fenfations his colony diminilhing 

every day. Maladies cut off the moft worthy of 
his people, the favages maifacred thofe who ven- · 
tured abroad on the chace ; fome deferted, 
were not afhamed to take refuge among thefe 
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barbarians, and to adopt their mode of life. 
Many began to murmur with difcontent, and 
from murmuring proceeded to the mofl: odious 
confpiracies. The elder Duhaut placed himfelf 
at the head of the malcontents, and Joutel was 
informed that he aimed at nothing lefs than be
coming chief of the fociety. 

It however appeared that this unhappy perfon 
had not yet formed the detefrable purpofe, which 
he afterwards executed. It is only by a gradual 
progrefs, that the human mind attains the high
eil pitch of iniquity, and the motives by which 
Duhaut was actuated had not yet acquired a fuf
ficient degree of force to urge him to the corn
million of parriciae. Certain it is, that from 
the menaces of the commandant he remained 
quiet until the return of La Sale, who, in the 
month of Augufl: regained fort St. Louis. He 
there received the accounts of the lofs of his 
veife1, with a tranqui1lity of mind which was ilill 
more to be admired, becaufe he had on his_jour
ney himfelf fufl:ained many loifes which there 
were no means of rep~acing. 

He had penetrated into the country of the 
Cenis, with whom he formed an alliance, and he 
extolled the beauty and exuberance of the lands 
he had traverfed. But he had acquired no fur. 
ther knowledge of what he had in view, and the 
whole profit of his voyage extended only to five 

horfe$ 
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horfes loaded with fame provifions, with which 

his new allies had prefented him. Of twenty 

men who had accompanied him only eight re
turned. He inquired on his arrival if the young 

Duhaut and four others had returned, in confe

quence of permiffion which he had given them, 
but found that none of them had appeared. 

Another perfon had gone afl:ray on the road and 
was lofi. One of his fervants had been devoured 

by a crocodile, and the others had deferted him 

whilfi he was among the Cenis. 

Such a feries of loifes made painful impreffions 

on all who remained at St. Louis. M. de la 

Sale propofed another expedition, but as the 

heats were then exceffive, he thought fit to defer 
it until the month of Oetober. The neighbour

ing favages inctffantly harraifed him, and killed 

two of his men almo!l: before his eyes. This 
confirmed him in a refolution he had already 

formed of removing from thefe barbarians. His 

defign was to endeavour to reach the Ilinois, 

and from thence to fend M. Cavalier to France. 

He was upon the point of preparing for his jour

ney, when he was feized with a violent malady 

which obliged him to put off his departure. 

Joutel, feeing him in this fituation, made an offer 

to perform the voyage, with five men, which was 

not accepted. Towards the end of December 

he had recovered from his illnefs, ~nd made dif-

G G 3 pofitions 
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BooK pofitions for his route. He was pleafed that 
·~ Joutel fhould accompany him, and he gave the 

command of the fort to a perfon named Le Bar
bier. He had fl:rengthened this fettlement fince 
his return from the Cenis, and he flattered him
felf that it was now in condition to defy the 
infults of the favages. He left a fufficient quan
tity of provifions for the people who remained in 
it, who amounted to twenty perfons, among 
whom were feven females, two recollets, M. de 
Chefdeville, the l\Iarquis de la Sablo1miere, and 
a furgeon. 

After having communicated his lafl: in!l:ruc
tions, he began his journey on the 12th of Janu
ary 1687, with fixteen men, comprehending M. 
Cavelier, Moranget, the young Cavelier, Father 
Ana!l:afe, Joutel, Duhaut, Larcheveque, De 
Marle, a German of Wirtemberg named Hiens, 
a furgeon named Liotot, the pilot Tallier, the 
young Talon, the fervant of La Sale whofe name 
was Saget, and a favage, an excellent huntfman. 
To eafe the travellers, M. de la Sale had loaded 
with the greater part of the baggage and provi
fions the five horfes he had brought from 
Cenis. 

Although they held their courfe through a 
very fine country, they fuffered much inconve
nience from the rains which had fwelled almofi: 
all the rivers. Savages were often feen, but M. 

de 
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de la Sale conciliated the whole of them by his 
addrefs ; he always however continued on his 
guard, and encamped with great precautions. 
The difficulty of croffing the rivers increafed, on 
account of their magnimde, and their not being 
fordable. Neceffity fuggefted to him the con. 
firuction of a canoe to be carried on poles, 
which he found of great utility. In proportion 
as they advanced into the country they found it 
more populous, and when they were not farther 
diftant from the Cenis than forty leagues, they 
learnt that one of their countrymen was in the 
neighbourhood. On the 17th of May, Moran .. 
get being upon a hunting party, and having had ! 

a quarrel with Duhaut, Hiens, and the furgeon 
Liotot, thefe three men formed a plan of mur• 
dering him, the fervant of M. de la Sale, and the 
favage huntfman named Nica, who accompanied 
Moranget, and probably would have rifked their 
lives in his defence. 

They communicated their defign to Larche .. 
veque, and to the pilot Teffier, who approved of 
it, and were inclined to take a part in its execu .. 
tion. They mentioned not their intention to the 
Sieur de Marle, who was with them, and whom 
they wi£hed not to be prefent. On the follow
ing night, while the three unhappy victims of 
their vengeance flept in tranquillity, Liotot ftruck 
them on the head with repeated blows of a 

o G 4 hatchet. 

455 

BOOK 
IX. 
~ 



456 HISTOlt Y OF CANADA. 

B o o K hatchet. The favage and the fervant immedi .. 
~ ately expired. Mcranget raifed himfelf, but 

without being able to utter a word, and the affaf
fins conflrained the Sieur de Marle to complete 
his death, by menacing him, that if he refufed he 
fhould lhare a fimilar fate. Their intention 
was to render him an accomplice in their hor
rid crime, to be affured that he would not accufe 

them. 
As however it feldom occurs, that a firft tranf

greffion is not followed by thofe galling inquie
tudes, which even they who have gained the 
pinnacle of iniquity find it difficult to tranquil
lize, the murderers comprehended, that it would 
be no eafy tafk to evade the punifhment which 
M. de la Sale, on the event of a difcovery, would 
not fail to infliCt:. They therefore refolved on 
the means of defeating it. After having delibe
rated together on the probable plans of fucceed
ing, they conceived that the moft effeCI:ual would 
be to prevent him, by defl:roying all thofe who 
might oppofe their defign, and to open the way 
to the parricide which they meditated. 

A refolution fo extraordinary could only have 
been dietated by that blind defpairJ which con·
duCI:s criminals with celerity to the abyfs which 
they themfelves hav dug: but an accident which 
they could not forefee delivered into their hands 
the prey of which they were in fearch. A river 

'"hich 
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which feparated them from the camp, and which 
hac confiderably [welled fince they had paffed it, 

detained them for two days. This delay, which at 

that lime appeared to them an obfiacle to the 

execution of their projett, tended to facilitate its 

fuccefs. lVI. de la Sale not finding his nephew 

nor the two men who accompanied him return, 

went himfelf in quefi of them. It was remarked 

that at the moment he was fetting out he ap

peared to difcover fymptoms of uneafinefs, and 

enquired with an emotion which he had never 

before betrayed, if Mor((nget had not had a 

quarrel with fome perfon. 

He then called Joutel, entrufied him with the 

command of the camp, recommended to him to 

walk around it from time to time, to permit no 

perfon to leave it, and to alight fires that the 

fmoke might fene to bring him into his way, 

ihould he wander on his return. He departed 

on the 2oth, taking with him father Anafiafe 

and a favage. As he approached the place 

where the affaffins had Cropped, he perceived 

eagles fearing near it, and concluded from thence 
that feme dead carcafes lay in the vicinity. He 

immediately fired his fufil, and the confpirators, 

who had not yet perceived him, doubted whether 

it might be he who approached; •and flood to 

their arms, 

The 
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The river intervened between him and them. 
Duhaut and Larcheveque p':lffed it, and hadng 
difcovered M. de la Sale flowly coming up, they 
made a halt. Duhaut concealed himfelf in the 
long grafs, having his fufil charged and cocked ; 
Larcheveque advanced a little further, and M. 
de la Sale faid with anxiety, " Where is my 
nephew Moranget ?" He was anfwered, that he 

I had fl:rayed, and they had loft him. At the 
fame inftant Duhaut difcharged his piece, and 
M. de la Sale receiving the contents in his head, 
fell lifelefs to the ground. 

Such was the tragical death of Robert Cava
lier Sieur de la Sale, a man of uncommon ge
nius, of an enlarged mind, of an undaunted 
intrepidity of fpirit, which might haTe conduCted 
him to high difi:inetion, had he, with fo many 
enviable qualities, poffeffed the power of com
manding his irritable and faturnine temper, of 
fetting bounds to his feverity, or rather to the 
harfunefs of his difpofition, and of repreffing the 
haughtinefs with which he treated not only thofe 
who were entirely dependent on him, but like
wife his aifociates, who had advanced confider
able fums towards the equipment of his enter
prife. 

He was reproached, with fome degree of 
juftice, for never having taken the advice of any 

perfon,. 
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perron, and for more than once having ruined 
his own affairs by an inflexible obflinacy which 
nothing could either conquer or juflify. 

By rejeCl:ing all advice from others, he fame
times, doubtlefs, loft opportunities of fuccefs, as 
the greateft men are often indebted for the fa
vourable attainment of their objecrs, to perfons 
of inferior merit ; and the moft fortunate are 
generally they who can profit by hints from 
others, perhaps far unequal to themfelves in ca
pacity and acquirements. 

In the mean time father Anaftafe having feen 
M. de la Sale fall at his feet, expecred that the 
murderers would not !hew him any mercy, and 
would immediately cut him off to prevent his 
becoming an evidence againft them. But Du
haut approaching him, gave him aifurance of 
fafety, telling him that the deed which he had 
committed was prompted by the influence of de
fpair, and that for a long time he had meditated 
revenge againft Moranget, who once wi!hed to 
ruin him. His accomplices interrupted his con
verfation with the recollet, in an inflant defpoiled 
the dead body of La Sale, taking even the lhirt, 
and, after having infulted it in a manner the moft 
indignant, they dragged it into the brufhwood, 
where it was left without the honours of fepul. 

ture. The affaffins, after having thus completed 
their parricide, took their way to the camp, where 

they 
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B o o K they had already fent the produce of their chace 

~ by favages who were witneifes to what paired, 

and could not refrain from tefl:ifying marks of 

abhorrence at the fcene of flaughter. 

M. Cavelier having learnt the fate of his un

happy brother, immediately told the confpirators, 

that if their deGgn was to deflroy hi:n alfo, he 

would pardon them in advance, and the only fa

vour he required was, to be allowed a quarter of 

an hour in order to difpofe himfelf for death. 

They replied that he had nothing to fear, and 

that no perfon had taken offence at his conduct. 

Joutel was not then at the camp : Larcheveque, 

who was his friend, went in fea rch of him, to 

acquaint him that his death was refolved on if he 

fhould £hew any refentment at what had taken 

place, or if he pretended to refume the authority 

which M. de la Sale had given him; but, if he 

remained quiet, he might be aifured of his life. 

Joutel, who was naturally of a mild difpofi

tion, replied, that they l110uld be fatisfied with 

his conduCt ; he alfo belie\'ed that he had given 

no caufe of offence whilil: he held the command, 

and that he fhould now be happy to poifefs in it 

rio fhare whatever. They then returned to the 

camp, and fo foon as Duhaut perceived Joutel, 

he called out to him, that every one mufl com

mand in his turn. He: had already feized on 

authority, and the firfl ufe he made of it was to 

3 take 
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take po!feffion of every thing in the flare: he 
then divijed the contents with Larcheveque, 
afferting that they belonged to them. The par
ricides were in po[feffi m of flrength, and their 
courage, by the praB:ice of cri t11es, was hardened 
into unfeeling feroc'ty . They met with no op

pofition to their will. 
Next day, the 2oth of l\hy, all the French, 

accompanied by fome favages, began their march 
to proceed to the village of the Cenis, which was 
not far difl:ant ; but the weather being unfavour
able, and the road difficult, they were foon 

obliged to encamp. On the 29th Joutel was 
detached with the furgeon Liotot, Hiens, and 
Teffier, to endeavour to procure fome provifions 
from the Cenis. They difcovered on the firft 
day three favages well mounted, one of whom 

· was habited like a Spaniard, and approached to 
meet them. He was then taken for a real Spani
ard, efpecially as they had heard that people of 
that nation were coming to join the Cenis, againft 
another nation with whom they were at war. 
A s they were apprehenfive of falling into the 
hands of the CaCrilians, who are not well inclined 

that other Europeans fhould come into their 
neighbourhood, their firfl: intention was to kill 
nim, and afterwards to make their efcape. 

Whilfl: the party was thus deliberating con
cerning what meafure they lhould adopt, Joutel, 

who 

nooK 
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BooK who had already joined him, addrefi"ed him in 
.. 

1~· ""-' Spanifh and Italian. The favage replied in the 
language of the Cenis, that he did not under
fl:and what was fpoken, and this anfwer perfeetly 
fatisfied them. The two other favages were en
tirely naked; one had a handfome grey horfe, 
which carried two bafkets made of cane, full of 
flour and roafi:ed Indian corn. He prefented 
fame to the French, and added that his mafter 
expetted them with impatience. Joutel enquired 
if any Spaniards were amongfl: their countrymen, 
and was anfwered that none had come there, but 
that feveral of that people were amongfl: a neigh· 
bouring nation. 

The favage who was in the Spanilli drefs 
added, that he had been in their country, and 
that he was returning from thence, equipped as 
they beheld him. He drew from his pocket a 
printed paper in the Cafl:ilian language, contain
ing a lift of indulgences granted by the Pope to 
the miffionaries of New Mexico ; after which he 
and his two companions purfued their route to
wards the village; they foon however altered 
their intention, and came back. The French 
prefented them with food : night coming on 
after the repafl, the Frenchmen wi!hed not to 
proceed farther, and one of the three favages re. 
mained with them. The other two refumed the 
road to their village. 

The 
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The Frenchmen and their guefl: arrived there B o o & 

· the next day, and immediately proceeded to the L 
1!'...., 

cabin of the chief; but fcarcely had they appeared 
at the entrance of the village, when they per-
ceived the Ancients, who were advancing with 
ceremony. Each had upon his fuoulder a ban-
doleu of dreifed deer tkin, painted with different 
e:olours, and on the head a plume of feathers 
made in the form of a coronet. Some carried 
naked fwords, like thofe which are in ufe among 
the Spaniards, and their hilts were adorned with 
feathers and hawks' bills : others were armed 
with bows, arrows, and clubs. Part of their 
number had large pieces of white cloth which 
paifed from one !boulder to the other, and hung 
down below their middle; every one had his face 
painted with red and black. 

The Ancients amounted to twelve, and paifed 
between a double line of young men and war
riors, ranged in good order. When they were 
fufficiently near to the French, their leader made 
them halt, and immediately each raifed his right 
hand above his head, fending forth at the fame 
time loud cries: they afterwards ran to embrace 
the French, and lavi!hed on them, according to 
their manner, every demonil:ration of kindnefs, 
prefenting them alfo pipes and tobacco : at length 
they led forth a Frenchman of Provence, one of 
thofe who had deferted M. de la Sale on his firft 

voyage 
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voyage thither. He was naked like the favages1 

and appeared rejoiced again to fee his country-· 
men. 

They were conducted by the train already 
mentioned to the cabin of the chief, where they 
were well received. From thence they were led 
to another cabin of larger dimenfions, about a 
quarter of a league diftant from the firfi, and 
which was fet apart for public fdlivity. They 
found the floor covered with mats, on which 
they were defired to feat themfelves. The An
cients arranged themfel ves around them, and 
brought them fagamiete, or boiled Indian meal, 
and vegetables of various kinds. During the 
repafi, and afterwards, whilfl: each fmoked his 
pipe, they were entertained by fome warlike 
exhibitions. 

The Provenyal dwelt in another vil!age, to 
which he conducred the French, who were there 
received nearly in the fame manner. Darknefs 
approaching, their conduB:or led them to his 
cabin, where they paffed the night. Next morn
ing the Ancients of the firfl village came to lead 
them back to the cabin where they had been re
galed the preceding evening, and exchanged 
provifions for their merchandife ; but as fufficient 
grain was not found in the village to fupply the 
wants of the French, Joutel fent back his corn. 
panions, together with the Proven'lal, to the 

camp, 
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camp, and remained among the Cenis to com
plete his quantity of provifions. 

Another motive befides engaged him to re
main longer amongft thefe people. He learnt that 
there were two other Frenchmen, deferrers from 
M. de la Sale, in a neighbouring nation, and he 
hoped to draw from them more information than 
he had acquired from the Proven~al refpetl:ing 
the 1\'Iiffifippi and its courfe, which it was necef· 
fary he £hould take to reach the Ilinois. He 
therefore caufed fearch to be made for thefe two 
men, and one night, when he was at refl in his 
cabin, but had not fallen quite afleep, he heard a 
perfon approach gently to his bed fide ; he 

looked at him, and by the light of .the fire per
ceived a man quite naked, holding in his hand 
two arrows and a bow, who without fpeaking 
feated himfelf on the bed. 

Having viewed him for a time, he afked him 
fome queflions, to which he received no anfwer. 
This filence made him refleCt ferioufly, and lay 
hold of his two piflols. On this the man raifed 
himfelf, and feated himfelf near the fire. Joutel 
followed him, regarding him with fixed atten
tion, and prefenrly the pretended favage threw 
his arms around his neck, fpoke to him in the 
French language, and made himfelf known as 
one of the deferters of whom he was in quefl. 

VOL. I. H H 011l. 
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On being afked where his companion was, he 

made anfwer that he was afraid to come. 

They had in q. little time fo well adopted the 

manners of the favages, that they could never 

have been taken for Europeans: not only were 

they naked, but they had their whole body 

painted and tatooed. They were married to fe

veral wives. The Cenig had led them forth to 

war, and whilft their ammunition Iafied the 

effect of their fufils was admired ; but when it 

failed, they were obliged to ufe the bow and 

arrow. They led a life of libertinifm, in which 

they found great attraCtions, and fcarcely any 

tincture of religion remained to them. Joutel 

informed his countryman of the death of l\.1. de 

la Sale, and of his nephew r.Ioranget, at which 

he appeared extremely affecred . He then afked 

him if he ever had heard mention made of the 

l\1iffifippi, and was anfwered, tbat he had only 

heard that at forty leagues to the north-eafl there 

.was a large river, \\'hofe banks \ ere very popu .. 

lous, and '''here there were n~en of the appear

ance and drefs of Europeans. J outel doubted 

not that this \Yas the river of which he was in 
fearch , and as he was refoh·ed to feparate, as foon 

as he could, from the murderers of lVI. de la 
Sale, it became a principal object of his attention 

to air re hitnfelf of the road which he mufl: take 

to gain that great rirer. In the morning the 

deferter 
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deferter returned to his village, after Joutel had 

made him fome trifling prefents to befl:ow on his 

wives, and had requefl:ed him to perfuade his 

companion to pay him a vifit. 

On the 6th of April they both arrived at the 

cabin of Joutel, equipped in the fame manner, 

which appeared fufficiently whimfical; and con

fifl:ed in \Yearing their hair very fhort, e.·cept a 

toupet, which the barbarians allow to remain on 

the fummit of the head, and fometimes on the 

fides. 
The other, named Grollet, confirmed what 

his companion had aiferted on the fubjeB: of the 

great river towards the north-eafl:, on the bor
ders of which Europeans had been feen, and they 

both made offer to accompany Joutel to the camp. 

He was pleafed with this refolution, ;md on the 

8th, the two Frenchmen having returned to 

Cenis with a horfe, to tranfport the provifions 

which Joutel had purchafed, they departed, and 
on the 1oth arrived at their place of defl-ina

tion. 

During the abfence of Joutel, the murderers 

of M. de la Sale had formed themfelves into a 

fepar.ate band, and had embraced the defign of 

returning to Fort St. Louis, there to confi:ruB: a 

barque, and to attempt to reach the vVefl:-India 
iilands. They were in want of the greatefl: part 

of the u tenfils neceifary for this purpofe, and 
Hl-12 none 
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none amongfl: t!1em had ever been accufl:omed 

to their ufe. But this was the firfl: operation of 
that privation of reflection, which never fails to 

overtake thofe who have perpetrated crimes ab
horrent to humanity. IVI. Cavelier having learnt 
that Duhaut and his accomolices intended to • 
buy horfes from the Cenis, to tranfport their 

baggage to St. Louis, went to acquaint him, that 

he and many others whom he named were too 

much fatigued to undertake the journey which 

was meditated : that their defign was to remain 

for a certain time in the firfi: village of the Cenis, 

and he begged him to allow them fome hatchets 

and ammunition, with other articles to· enable 

them to purchafe provifions; and if he was in

clined, he might fet a value on them, and he 

would give him an obligation for the amount. 

Duhaut deferred until the morning his anfwer ; 

and after having confulted with his band, ac

quainted IVI. Cavelier that he confented to allow 

him the half of the flares which remained in the 

magazine. He added, that if he and his party 

did not fucceed in confl:rucring a barque, they 

would return. A fe\v days after he changed his 

refolution with refpdl to the journey to St. 
l,ouis, and propofed to his companions to rejoin 

lVI. Cavelier, in order to proceed to the llinois. 

Biens and fome others w re not of this opinion, 

and demanded their fhare of the fi:ores. Duhaut 

made 
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made fome difficulties, and they quarrelled : at 

length Hiens difcharged his piftol at Duhaut, 

who fell dead at the difl:ance of four paces from 

him. At the fame time one of the deferrers, 

whom Joutel had brought back from the Cenis, 

and who was attached to Hiens, fired his fufil at 
the furgeon Liotot. This miferable man, al

though he had three balls in his body, lived for 

fome hours, and, after he had made confeffion 

and received abfolution, the fame perfon com

pleted his exit by the difcharge of a pifl:ol. Thus 

two murderers, the one of M. de la Sale, the 
other of his nephew, became the firfl viB:ims of 

that fpirit of fury with which they had infpired 

this unhappy colony. 

J outel, who had witneifed this matfacre, feized 

his fufil to defend himfelf, left they lhould alfo 

attempt to take away his life; but Hiens called 

out to him to be under no apprehenfion, and 

that his only defign was to avenge the death of 

his patron. He added, that although he lhared 
in the confpiracy with Duhaut, he by no means 

had confented to that aa of parricide, and that, 

had he been prefent, he would have endeavoured 

to prevent it. The favages knew not what to 

think of thefe fa nguinary proceedings, and re

garded them wit h jufl: abhorrence. 

J outel gave them to under fl:and that thefe two 

men who had been killed merited that treat .. 

HHJ ment 
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B o o K 11'\ent which they had received, for having im-
1X. 

'--v---' brued their hands in the blood of their chief, and 
for having feized by violence effefcs which did 
not belong to them. \Vith thefe reafons they 
appeared fatisfied. Larcheveque was not at the 
camp whilfl this was going forward : he had fet 
out on the morning of that d:1y for the chace, 
and Hiens intended to treat him on :his return 
in the fame manner as .he had done Duhaut; 
but l\1. Cavelier and Father Anafiafe fucceeding 
in diifuading him from his intention, and Joutel 
finding means of acquainting Larcheveque of 
the danger to which he was fubjecred, he con
duaed him aftenvards to Hiens, and they mu
tually promifed not to giYe way to their ani
mofities. 

After this reconciliation, it became neceifary 
to confult anew on the plan ,,·hich ~-as to be 
purfued; but Biens declared that he had gi,·en 
a promife to the Cenis to accompany them to 
war, that he would accomplilh his word, and if 
they would wait for him at one of the villages, 
he would afterwards rejoin them. It became for 
l\1. Cavelier, and for thofe '\Yho \Yere attached to 
him, a matter of neceffity to fubmit to what this 
outrageous charaB:er propofed, becaufe a di\·ifion 
of the fl:ores had not ye t L .-en place. They 
:vent therefore to the \'illage of the Cenis, and 

ffiens departed fro~n thence on a war expedition, 
to(Tethe 
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together with the favages and fi.· Frenchmen, all B o o K 
IX. 

mounted on horfeback. ~ 

On the 18th, the French who remained in the 

village were much furprifed to fee enter their 

cabins, early in the morning, women beda~bed 

all over with earth, who began a circular dance. 

This Iafl:ed for three hours, after \X.'hich the 

mafl:er of the cabin gave to each of the dancers 

a piece of tobacco. They then informed the 

French, that the Cenis had gained a complete 

viCtory. 

The women began to prepare refreihments to 

carry out to meet the viCtorious bands, who, on 

the evening of the fame day, arriYed at the village. 

Their enemies, named Canohatinnos, had waited 

for them with firmnefs, but the noife and effect: 

of the fire-arms of the French had impreifed 

them with fuch a panic, that they fled on the 

firfi difcharge. They were purfued, and forty

eight were killed in the purfuit. The Cenis 

fpared no prifoners except two boys, whom they 

brought to th~ir village, together with the fcalps 

of the dead, and two women whofe lot was ftill 

more fevere than death. 

They fent back one to her country, but not 

before they had taken the fcal p from her head : 

they put into her hands a quantity of powder and 

lead fufficient to charge a fufil, defiring her to 

carry this prefent to her nation, and to acquaint 

H H 4 it, 
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it, that they £hould return to vifit it with fimilar 
arms. Her companion was delivered to perfons 

of her own fex, who being armed with large 

pointed clubs, led her to a retired place, where 
there were only women. There each of thefe 

furies difcharged at her a blow, fome with the 
points of their clubs, others with [winging force. 

They. pulled off her hair, cut off her fingers, in 
a word, they made her fuffer every operation 
which they conceived would excite in her the 

moll: exquifite fenfations of pain, to revenge the 
death of their friends and relations who had 
been killed in different rencontres. In fine, after 

they had exhaufied every fpecies of torment 
which their vindictive fpirit could devife, they 
pierced her body with feveral wounds, until the 
remains of life efcaped from it. It \Yas then 
cut into pieces, and given to the !la\·es to be 
devoured. 

The following day was fet apart for fefl:ivity 
and rejoicings. After having prepared the cabin 
of the chief, they fpread mats on the fl oor, on 
which they caufed the Ancients and the French 
to fit. When each had taken his place, an orator 

fi:ood up, and made a long difcourfe; \vhich par

ticularly turned on the praifes of the warriors, 

and on the great fervices which tbe new allies 
had rendered to the nations. 

Afterwards 
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Afterwards appeared a woman, holding in her 

hand a long reed; the warriors, preceded by 

their wives, followed each according to his rank, 

ha•iing a bow and arrows in his hand. Their 

wives carried the fcalps that had been acquired in 
the battle, and held them up confpicuoufiy to 

view. The tv\·o young prifoners w horn they 

had adopted clofed the proceilion, and as one of 
them was wounded, they mounted him on a 
horfe. 

As the warriors paifed the orator, they received 

the fcalps from the hands of their wives, and pre

fented them to him. He placed them between 

his hands, turned them towards the four quarters 

of the world, and depofited them on the ground. 

This part of the ceremony being finifhed, large 
difhes of fagamity were ferved up, and before 

they were touched by any perfon, the orator took 
fome in a large wooden bowl, and prefented as 
an offering to the fcalps: he then lighted a pipe 

of tobacco, and blew the fmoke of it on the fame 

objeCls, after which the feafl: commenced. Be
fides fagarnity, the tongues of their enemies 
killed in battle were ferved up. They brought 
to the two young prifoners the flefh of the wo
man whofe fufferings have been mentioned, and 

forced them to eat of it. The whole terminated 

vy finging and dancing, and they feparated to 

recommence 
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recommence in their refpecrive cabins the latter 

part of the ceremony. 

The French having now no longer any caufe 

of detention among the Cenis, affembled to fettie 

their final refolution. Biens immediately began 

to declare, that he approved not of the projeCt 

of going in fearch of tf.e Ilinois, in which he 
forefaw infutmountable difficulties; and befides, 

he would not return to France to carry thither 

his head to lay it on a fcaffo.ld. To this lafl: 

reafon there could be no reply; but as it was the 

only motive which in reality determined Hiens 

to embrace the defperate plan which he purfueJ, 

they who were not culpable pediflcd in the defig:1 
of palling to the Ilinois, and on the fame day be
gan to make ferious difpofitions for their de ar
ture. 

The favages had much exaggerated to Joutel 
the dangers to which be ilwu!J expofe himfelf, 

in traverfing fo vafl: an extent of ccuntry, \\·here 

he could not fail to me.et \Y.th nat:or1s vet un-, 

known to Europeans, and from fome of Yhom he 

could not flatter himfclf with the hope of a Hnd 

reception. They omitted nothing to engage him 

and his people to remain among them. He fo

licited them to afford him guides, to ''" ho:n he 
promifed a h3.ndfome recompence. Hiens on his 

par t fupplied him with all that he required; but 

Joutel 
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Joutel knew that he mufl: not afk for much. 
This monfl:er of villainy remained mafl:er of al
moft the whole of the eife :ts of .M. de la Sale, 
and already wore one of his coats of fcarlet and 

embroidery. J3ut before he ·vould make the 
fmallefl: partition of the ll:ore~, he e.-acted from 
I. C;,.v lier an aueftation written in Latin, and 

fi;ned with his rand, that he acqui~ ed him of all 

fufpicion of h:n·i~g been concerned in the mur

der of his brother. 

Thofe who proceeded for the Ilinois were 

feven in number, 1\1. 1\I. Cavelier, u cle, and 

nephew, Father Anafbfe, the Sieurs Joutel and 

De .t\Iarle, a young Parifian named Barthelemy, 

and the pilot Teilier. Larcheveque, Munier 

and Ruter, the two deferters, had promifed to 

accompany them, but the attraCtions of liber .. 

tinifm detained them among the Cenis, and it 
was apparent that the fame dread of punifhment 
which had taken poifeilion of the mind of Hiens, 
feized alfo that of Larcheveque, flill more culpa

ble than the former. 

J outel and h:s party, after a long and fatiguing 
march, arrived at the country of the Akaufas, 

the only unhappy event which had occurred be

ing the lofs of the Sieur le r~brle, who was 

drowned whilft bathing in a river. Amongfl: 

the i\kaufas, whom they reached on the 2oth of 

July, they met with two Frenchmen, one named 

Q De!,,unay, 
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B o o K Delaunay, and the other Couture> by trade a 
IX. 

'--·- carpenter. 

It was a circumfl:ance of unfpeakable joy to the 

travellers, to find themfelves fo near to the Miffi
fippi, and in a country where their nation was 

known. The two Frenchmen had been fent to 

the Akaufas by the Chevalier de Tonti, on his 

return from a voyage, which he himfelf had 

made to the mouth of the Tvliffifippi, where M. de 

]a Sale had direCted him to rendezvous. They 

there had begun a habitation, and appeared to 

have formed the refolution of eflab}iili.ing them

felves, no longer hoping to receive any further 

accounts of l\I. de la Sale. 

l\1. Cavelier acquainted them with his melan

choly death, but defired them not to make it 
known, becaufe the name alone of the deceafed 

had held thefe favages in refpeet, and he wifhed 

to procure from them provifions, canoes, and 

guides. He then requefl:ed Couture to go in 

fearch of fame of their chiefs, and to inform 

them that M. de la Sale had fnrmed a fettlement 

in the Gulph of l\1 xico; that they who had 

brought thofe good ne\YS, were making a voyage 

to Canada to bring back merchandife; that they 

would fhortly return with a number of French .. 

men ro fettle in their country, to defend them 

again(~ their enemies, and to procure all the 

advantages or a \V ll-regulated commerce; that 

they 
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they hoped to receive from them, in order to be B o o K 
IX. 

enabled to reach the Ilinois, the fame aids that ~ 
they had received from all the other nations 
through whofe country they had paffed. 

The Akaufas affembled to deliberate on thefe 
propofals; in the mean time they regaled in the 
bell manner in their power their new guefh, and 
fung and danced the calumet. They however 
found fome difficulties in allowing guides for fo 
long a voyage ; but by the incitement of promifes 
and prefents, they at length confented. The 
young Parifian, who could not walk, remained 
with the Akaufas, and Couture accompanied his 
countrymen for fome time. They fet out on the 
27th, defcended the river of the Akaufas, and 
gained, the fame day, a village called Torimau, 
where they faw for the firfl: time the Miilifippi. 

They traverfed it on the 29th, and gained the 
village of the Kappas, where Couture took his 
leave of them. They afcended the Miilifippi in 
canoes on the 3d of September, entered the river 
of the Ilinois, and on the 14th arrived at Fort 
St. Louis, where the Sieur de Bellefontaine 
commanded in the abfence of the Chevalier 
Tonti, who had gone to join the Marquis de 
Denonville in the war againfl: the Tfonnonthou
ans. Every perfon eagerly enquired after M. de 
la Sale, and it was anfwered that they had parted 
with him at forty leagues from the Cenis. They 

diil 
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diJ not think it prudent to give a further expla

nation, becaufe they wifhed to pafs on to Canada 

as quickly as poffible and they were in want of 

fupplies to enable them to perform this voyage, 

which was become diffi-.:ult and perilous fince war 

had been declared againfl: the Iroquois. They 

were afraid of being denied the neceffary ailifl:

ance, if ~hey had made kno vn the death of de 

la Sale. 

Happily for them the Sieur Boifrondet, clerk 

of that unfortunate officer, was preparing to 

make the fame voyage, and their meeting af

forded much mutual fatisfaClion . They embarked 

on the 1 Srh, but d' J not proceed far; the bad 

weather oblic;ed them to return to the fort from 

wh;;nce th~y h:1d departed. This misfortune 

difconcerted them tLe .nore, as it deprived them 

of all hope of returning to France rhe fame year, 

and of fending fupplies to fuch of their people 

as h2.d remained 3.t the habitation of St. Louis. 

On the ~7th o O.:tob r, 1\I. d Tonti arrived 

at Fort Sr. Lou:s of the Ili ois. 1\I. C:!velier 
conceived it pru...: n~ not to make known to him, 

more than to the others, t 1e n land uly end of 

his brother, and as he h:::.d taken the precaution 

to procure: fron h~m, a little befor i death, a 

I tter of er dit to re ci\·e at t Ilinois a fum of 

money, or the Yalu i 1 f ;:s, Ton i made no diffi

culty in d "E\·c ing him a quan ity of the latter, 

amounting 
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amounting to two hundred pounds fierling. 

The travellers left the Ilinois on the 2 t ft of 
March 1688, with Buifrondet, and Father Al
louez, who not finding a favourable opening 

among the Ilinois for the efl:ablifhment of a mif

fion, returned to the ri\·er St. Jofeph, where he 
foon after died among the Miamis. 

On the 1oth of l\hy they arri\·ed at Michili

makinac, where they refted but for a fhort time, 

and on the 14th of July M. Cavelier reached 

Montreal, where his people, whom he had left 

- at La- Chine, joined him on the 17th. They 
there met 1\I. l\1. Denonville and Champigny, 

whom they gave to underfl:and, that they were 
obliged to pafs over to France with all poilible 

expedition, to fend fuccours to M. de la Sale. 

They embarked for ~ebec, and had not long 

to wait for a veifel; from thence they failed, and 

landed at Rochelle on the sth of Oclober. 

There is fome ground for fuppofing, that if 

Cavelier and his party had not been conf1rained 

to winter at the Ilinois, and had arrived a year 

earlier in France, meafures might have been 
taken to reinforce, or to bring off the little colo

ny which La Sale had formed at Sr. Louis 

amongft the Clamcoets ; but on their arrival at 

Paris it was conceived too late ; and even had it 
been intended earlier, it would have been vain. 

The CJamco~ts were not long in being informed 

of 
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B o o K of the death of the French chief, and of the dif.~ 
IX . r.. h h 

'-"v- pernon o£ his company; and at a time w en t e 

inhabitants of Sr. Louis leafl: expected it, they 

fell upon them and maifacred them, except the 

three fons of Talon, their fifl:er, and a young 

Parifian called Bremau, whom they carried off to 

their village. An Italian \vho had come from 

Canada acrofs the continent, to join M. de la 

Sale, and wh o doubtlefs would have been ufeful 

to him, in difclofing to him the route which he 

ought to have purfued in order to reach the 

l\1iilifippi, if he could have arrived in time, faved 

alfo his life by a fingular firatagem. \Vhile the 

favages were preparing to put him to· death, he 

told them they were n.·uch to blame to defiroy 

a perfon \Yho carried their images in his heart. 

This difcourfe aftonifhed the barbarians, and the 

Italian a{fured them, that, if they \Vould give him 
until to-morrow, he \:rould openly demonfl:rate 

the truth of ,,·hat he ad\·anced. He obtained 

that delay, ~nd having adjufl:ed a fmall m'rror on 

his breafl:, he appeared before the favages, who 

were much furprifed to Yiew then fdyes, as they 

believed, in the heart of this man, and granted 

him his life. 

On the other hand, the Spaniards of New 

Mexico, whom the enterprife of La Sale had 

much alarmed, '' ere fully refolved to fpare no 

means of ruining it. They fent five hundred 

men, 
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men, who arrived among the Cenis, and there n o o K 
IX. 

found Larcheveqne and Gr llt>t, whom they "-""v--' 

made prifoners. They afterw:uds met with Mu-
nier and Talon, hrother of thofe who had been 
fpared by the CIJmcoets, and brought them to 
the village of Cenis, where they were well treated. 
There were among the Spaniards mit1ionaries of 
St. Francis, whom they wifhed to fettle among 

thefe favages. They conceived that the two 
Frenchmen, who underfl:ood perfeCtly well the 

language of the country, might be of great 
utility to rhefe new miffionaries, and they hoped 

by kindnefs to engage them to remain with thefe 
fathers. 

Their obliging manners encouraged Talon to 

make known to them that he had three brothers 

and a fifl:er, flaves among the Clamcoets, and they 

forthwith fent a detachment in feard. of them. 
But this detachment could only br!y_g off vo of 
the Talons, their fifl:er, and the Iralian, whom 
the Clamcoets, who had adopted them, would 
with the greateil: difficulty releafe. The foilow
ing year two hundred and fifty Spaniards retu --, ed 
to the fame village, brought away the other 
Talon and Bremau, conducted them to St. Louis 

de Petofi, a city of New Mexico, and from thence 

to Mexico, with the remainder of their country

men, where they were received into the fa mily of 
the viceroy. 

VOL. I. I I Larch e .. 
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Larcheveque and Grollet had been fent to 
Spain) from whence they were brought back to 
Mexico. They were there confined in prifon 
until an opportunity offered to fend them to 

New Mexico, to labour in the mines. The 

Italian was fent to Vera Cruz, where he was !hut 

up in prifon, from whence, it is probable, he was 
not removed until he was placed in the mines. 
It is not known what became of Bremau. Per
haps, on account of his. youth, he was joined 
with the Talons: the probable reafon why they 

experienced milder treatment than the others, 
was, that they were of an age not to enable them 

to have received any knowledge of the country; 
whereas their companions had attained their full 
vigour of mind and body, and if they efcaped, 
might give to the French much information rela
tive to what they had witneffed in their different 
travels. 

At the end of eight years, the three elder 
Talons being of an age to carry arms, were en
rolled on board the Armadilla, and embarked in 

Le Chrillo, the admiral's !hip. This veffel was 

taken in I 696 by the Chevalier des Augiers, and 

the three brothers having then recovered their 

liberty, returned to France. It is from their 

information that an account of the latter circum
ftances herein mentioned was acquired. The 

viceroy of Mexico, who had detained with him 

6 the 
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the younger brother and filler, having been re .. 
lieved, brought both with him to Spain. 

Such was the unfortunate iffue of an enter
priCe, which a variety of adverfe circumilances 
contributed to defeat. 

-' 
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BOOK X.* 

Voyage of M. de lberville for the Difcovery of the Mouth 

of the M!Jl{tppi by Sea in I f)r;8-y.-Arrival at St. 

D omingo,-at Penfaco!a.-Explores one of the Branches 

of the Mouth of the Mijftjippi - Aj:ends to the Oumas. 

-Builds a Fort near the PafeagljulaJ, and returns to 

France.-Arrives again at the Biloxi. Con.JlruBs a 

Fort on the Eqfl. Side of one of the Branches of the Mi./Ji-
jippi. - Ajcends to the Natchez.- E.Jlabljjhes the Head 

Jtuarttrs of the Colony at the Biloxi.-'Ihe 1/inois.

Various Nations bordering on the Mijf!fippi vijited by 
La Sale in his former 'Travels. -:-A1anners and ClffiomJ 

of the Natchez.-OJ the I!inozs after their Converjion to 

the Chriflian Faitb. 

QF all the parts of America to which the 

crown of France laid claim, none occupied 

for a time the attention of the government of 
that 

• The calumet of peace, frequently mentioned in this 
book, and in ufe among the nations bordering on the 

Miffifippi, is a large pipe formed from a fpecies of foft 
marble, of a red, black, or white colour. The fl:alk is 
from four to five feet in length. The body of the calumet 
is eight inches in length; the head which contains the 

pipe is three in height, and one or two in diameter. The 

red c::tlumets are in mofl: general vogue and efrimation. 

The L'avages ufe them in their negotiations, for political 

purpofes .• 



HISTORY OJI' CAN\DA. 

that country fo much as Louifiana, a name given B o o K 

by M. de la Sale to the new difcoveries he m4de ~ 
on the borders of the Mifllfippi. Since his un-

fortunate atternpt to explore by fea the mouth of 

this river, it appeared that the plan for its prote-

curion was entirely laid afide. M. de lberville, 

h.1wever, on hrs return from an expedition to 

Hudft1n's Bay, awnke, upon this point, the at-

tention of the r:unifter, and infpired the Count 

de Pontchartrain wit'-1 the defign of conftrutting 

a fort at the entrance of that great river, of 

which this (•fficer undertook the dikovery. 

The minilter, approving his projed, caufed to 

be fitted out at Rochefort two armed lhips, Le 

Franyois and La Renommee, the command of 

which he gave to the 1\L qui~ de Chateaumorand 

and to 1\'I. de Ibervrlle, both captains of the 

marme. They fet fail on the 7th of OCtober 

1698, and anchored at Cape Fran~ois in Saint 

Domingo on the 11th of December. F'rom 

purpofes, and efpeci.dly on their journeys, being able to 

travd every where in taLty whilll: carrying this p1pe lU 

their hands. It is ornamented with feathers of \ ar;ous 

colours, and has with them the fame effeCl: th.-t a flag of 

truce has among ci vilizeJ natwns. The favag- ··- \' ould 

concet ve themfelves guilty of the iSreateH: Clime, a .• d that 

they {h,mld even bring misfortunes on their natwn, were 

they to violate the pnvileges which the prefence of this 

venerable pipe is allowed to confer. 

I l 3 thence 
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n o o K thence they proceeded to Leogane, to converfe 

'--..~ with M. Duchaffe, governor of the ifland, re
fpeCling the objeCt of their defiination. That 
officer was already well acquainted with the repu .. 
tation which M. de Iberville had acquired, and 
found his genius and defigns to correfpond with 
his valour and fkill in war. 

On the lafl: day of the year they failed from 

St. Domingo, and on the 7th of January I 699 
they perceived the land of Florida. They ap

proached- it as near as poffible, \Yithout riiking 

themfelves on that unknown coafl:, and fent the 

Sieur Lefcalette to bring a fupply of wood and 

water, and at the fame time to procure intelli
gence. This officer, on his return, informed 
them, that they were oppofite to a bay called 

Penfacola, where rhree hundred Spaniards from 

V era Cruz were come a little time before to form 
a fettlement; and it was afterwards learnt, that 
the intention of this efiablilhment was to prevent 
the French from occupying the country. 

Lefcallette had entered the harbour, and de~ 

manded of the Governor permiffion to procure 

wood and water; who, on being informed for 
whom it was wanted, faid he would give an 
anfwer to the commanders of the lhips. Be ac
cordingly fent his major on board to compli ment 

M. _M. Chateaumorand and de Iberville: this 

offic~r at the f~une time put into their hands a 
letter 
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letter from the Governor, importing that the two 

veffels of the Mofl ChriO ian King might freely 

fupply themfelves with wood and wa•er, and take 

fuelter, if necdfary. wherever they might find it 
convenient : but that his inflrutl:ions exprefs1y 

prohibited him from receiving into the harbour 

any foreign fhips; and that, in cafe of bad weather, 

they might enter into the bay, whither his pilots 

fhould condutl: them. M Chateaumorand wrote, 

in anfwer to this letter, that he defpaired of find

ing any other place where rhe veifds might be 

in fafety, and he was therefore neceffitated to 

accept of his offer. lVI. de Iberville went out in 

his boat to found, and found twenty fathoms of 

water to be the fmallefl depth ; but the Gover

nor, on further refleaion, defired them to go in 

fearch of another harbour. 

On the 3 dl: of January M de Iberville, wh~ 

took the leading courfe to explore the coafl:, an

chored to the S. S. Eafl: of the eaflern point of 

the Mobile, a large river parallel to the Miffi. 

fippi, 'and celebrated for a bloody victory which 

Don Ferdinand de Soto there gained over the 

favages. On the fecond of February he landed 

on an ifiand four leagues in circuit, which he . 

named the Ifie of Maifacre, becaufe he found 

the bones and ikulls of fixty perfons, with a 

quantity of culinary utenfils in an entire ll:ate. 

From this i!land, to which was afterwards given 

1 1 4 the 
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the name of !le Dauphine, he pa!fed to the conti

nent, and having difcevered the river of the Paf

cagoulas, where he met 'Nith many fava~es, he 

proceeded with tre Sieur Sauvole, De Bienville, 

a recollet, forty-eight men, and provifion'\ for 

twenty days, with a defign ro find out the r-,rffi
fippi, which the favages of that country diilin

guif11ed by the name of 1Vlalbntchia, and the 

Spaniards by that of La Pallifada. He entered 

it on the 2d of March, with all his people, in 

two boats, and found the name which the Spa

niards had given to it extremely applicable, 

becaufe its mouth \v·as full of lrees, a cominual 

fupply of which was fwept rhither by the cur

rent. 
After having explored this branch of its mouth, 

hitherto fo long fearched after, he went to impart 

his difcovery to lVL de Chateaumorand, who was 

advancing with every fail, and whofe infiruClions 

being only to accompany De Iberville to this 

fituation, departed in the Franc;oi:., and on the 
2oth of April direded his courfe for St. Domingo. 

Having made the necdfary preparation", De 

Iberville re-entered the lVIiffifippi, with a defign 

to afcend that great river, and he had not pro

ceeded far, when he found that little dependance 

was to be placed on the narrati\·e which had been 

publifhed under the name of the Chevalier de 

Tonti. On his arrival at the village of Baya-

goulas, 
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goulas, the chief of thefe favage' conduCl:ed him 

to a temple of the foll nving defcription. The 

roof was adorned with fie;ures of animals. ThPre 

was at the entrance a fheet eight feet wide, by 

eleven in length, fup.,oned by pillars, wirh a 

beam placed acrofs. On each hie of the door 

were or her fig ures of animals, fuch as bears and 

wolves, like'v\>ife ot various birds. The chief 

caufed the door to be opened, which was only 

three feet hi~h, and two feet in width, and he 

ent red fir 11. This temple was a cabin, con

firuCl:eJ l·ke the other in the village, in the form 

of a cone. thirty feet in diameter: there were 

pla, ed in the centre two logs of wood, wr.ich 

W"'re burning, and T) roduced a quantity of fmoke. 

A ktnd of platfor 11 vas r?ifed a little way from 

the ground, on which w ere place j feveral pack

<iges of !kins of deer, bears, and buffaloes, which 

had been prefented as offerings to the eh mchou

acha, or opolfum : this animal is the deity of the 

Bayagoulas, and was delineated m feveral parts 

of the temple, in red and bi a~ k. Its hea'' is 

about the fize of that of a young pig, its hair IS 

brownilh, irs tail is like that of a rat, the feet 

like a monkey's, and the female · has under the 

belly a bag, where fhe carries her young. 

The vilhge was compofed of leven hundred 

cabins, each of which contained a family, and 

was lighted from the door, and from an open

lng 

BOOK 
x. 

I 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

B o o K ing of two feet in diameter made in the centre of 

~the dome. 

From thence ·De Iberville afcended ro the 

Oumas, where he \\fas cordially received. He 
fiill however entertained fome doubts that the 

river which he navigated was the Miffifippi, but 
a letter which he received from a favage chief 
relieved him from this inquietude. The letter 
was written by the Chevalier de Tonti, and bore 

the following addrefs : " M. de la Sale, Gouver
" neur dt la Louyjiane." It began thus : " From 
" the village of ~inipi[as, the 2oth of April 
" 168 5· Having found the pofl: where you 

" placed the arms of the King, overturned by 
" the fwelling of the waters and the floating 

" timber, I planted another, about three leagues 

" diftant from the fea, and have left a letter in 
" the hollow of an adjoining tree. All the na

" tions whom I vifited have fung the calumet of 

'' peace. Thefe people regard us with great 
" veneration and awe, fince you defeated the 

" inhabitants of this village. I conclude by 

" affuring you that I was much difappointed 
" that we fhould have been obliged to return, 
" having the misfortune not to have found you, 

" after coafl:ing in two canoes on the fide of 

'' Mexico for thirty leagues, and for a dillance 
t' of twenty leagues on the fide of Florida.' 

De 
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De Iberville, re-affured by th1s letter, returned 
into the bay of the Biloxi, fituated between the 
l'vliilifippi and the IVIobile, built a fort at three 
leagues from the Pafeugoulas, left there M. de 
Sauvole to command it, and returned to France. 
He did not long remain there, and arriveJ at the 
Bi!oxi on the ~th of January. He then learnt, 
that towards the .:nd of September lafl: year an 
Englifh corvette of twelve cannon had entered 
the l\Iiilifippi; that M. de Bienville, vvho had 
gone to found the mouths of the river, had feen 
this veffel at twenty-five leagues difiance from 
the fea, and had acquainted the commander, that 
if he would not return, he was in a fituation to 
oblige him to that meafure. This menace pro .. 
duced the defired effeCt:; but the Englifh corn .. 
mander, in withdrawing, faid, that he would foon 
return v;,ith a greater force ; that fifty years had 
elapfed fince this country was firfl: difcovered by 
them, and that the claim of the Englifh to its 
poffeffion was preferab.le to that of the French. 

De Iberville confhuB:ed a fmall fort, and 
placed there four pieces of cannon, giving the 
command to Bienville. This fort was fituated 
at the mouth of the river, on the eafl: fiJe : 
whilfl: they were bufied in ereB:ing it, the Che
valier de Tonti arrived, with about twenty 

Canadians, who belonged to the e!l:ablifhment of 
the Ilinois. 

After 
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After having finifhed his fort on the Miffifippi, 

and afcended the river as high as the country of 

the Natchez, D , Iberville formed the defign of 

fettling a colony in that part of the river, vhich 

he called Rofa!ie. He r eturned to the bay of the 
Biloxi, where he efLtblifhed the head quarters of 

his new colony. The Spaniards made no oppofi

tion to him, and the comm •udctnts of the two 

nations were apparently acruated by the fame 

views, with this dlfference, th1t the one was ufe

full y ferving his fovereign, by amufing the French 

with commerce; and the other, whilfi in expec

tation of being placed in a condition m ~e effec
tually to ferve his prince believeG in the mean 

ti:ne that nothing was negleC1td to promo:e that 

b. q. 
0 ~e\..c. 

The Governor of Penfacola declared to a 

French officer. when he went to demand permif

fion to enter his port, that he had orders to pro

hibit the Engldh and all trading comp._nies from 
forming efl:abhfh , tents in the neighbou hood of 
the Miilifippi; bur not to refufe to receive into 

his port veireb of rht K·ng of Frar,ce. On this 

information l\1. ue Iberville ~Tote to the m!ni.rer, 

that it was the opinion of thofe wbo \Yere befl: 

acquainted with the nature of hat part of Ame

ri ca, that LL ui11ana could never be fetdcd, if 
f1 ccdom of commerce was not allow d to all the 

merchants of th k.mgdom. 

There 
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There were two objetts which, at this period, 

formed the principal part of the commerce of 

Louifiana, wool, which was procured from the 

wild cattle of the country, and the pearl fifhery. 

The infiructions of De lberville therefore pointed 

out, that fuch \vere the cll~ef advantages which 

his difcoveries would procure. 
The King had alfo adopted meafures for fend

ing mit1ionaries to the d~~ rent tribes of favages, 

\vho inhabited the banks of the MiffiGppi, and 

whofe numbers were at that period· very con

fiderable. Fathers Donge a:-~d Du Ru, Jefuits, 

came from France, and Father De Limoges from 

Canada; but, the Bifhop of ~ebec, whofe 
diocefe is the mofl extenfi ve in the habitable 

world, exaCted from them conditions with which 

they were diffatisfied. 1\I. de .Montigny, and 

two other ecclefiafl:ics for foreign millions, had 

gone from Q.:tebec to Louifiana, in vefled with 

all the facerdotal powers of the prelate. The 
Jefuits believed that thefe priells were not dif

pofed to act in concert \Vith them, and received 
an order from their fuperior to withdraw. 
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Other miffionaries of their order had for a 1700. 

long time maintained a flomifhing church among 

the Ilinoi~, who were not at that period, as they 

afterwards ''"·ere, in the government of Louifiana, 

and they for many years continued to inihuet 

that nation, in whom the Chriftian religion pro-

duced 
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duced a change of manners and character, which 
I 

it alone is capable of effeCl:ing. Before that pe-
riod there were not, perhaps, throughout the 

whole extent of Canada, favages who poffeffed 
fewer good qualities, and a greater number of 
vices. They at all times !hewed much mildnefs 
and docility ; but they were cowardly~ treaclle
rous, deceitful, di!honeft, brutal, without any 

· principle of honour, unfaithful, interefted, ad

dicted to gluttony, and to a depravity of de fire 

unknown to the other favages of Canada : they 

were likewife, therefore, defpifed by the other 
nations. They we.re not on that account lefs 

conceited, or lefs prejudiced in their own fa .. 

vour. 

Allies of fuch a charaCl:er could not do much 

honour to the French, nor render them any ma. 

terial fervices. They had, notwithftanding, none 

that were more faithful, and they were the only 

nation, except the Abinaquis, who never courted, 

to the prejudice of the French, a reconciliation 
with their enemies. They were fenfible, it is 

. certain, of the advantages of their affiftance in 
defending them againfl: their enemies, who 
feemed to have contemplated their ruin; and 

particularly againfl: the lroquois and Outagamis, 
who, by continually harraffing them, had in a 
great meafure rer1dered them warlike, and from 
whom the former gained nothing by their ex .. 

peditions 
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peditions but the acquirement of a portion of B ox~ K 

their vices. ~ 

But, what chiefly contributed to attach the . qoo. 

llinois to the French intereft, was the introduc-

tion of Chrifl:ianity, which they ardently em

braceJ; to which may be added, the firm and 

uniform conduct of the Chevalier de Tonti, and 

of the Sieurs de la Foret and Dolietto. Thefe 

three officers had long commanded in the coun-

try of the llinois, and had the addrefs to gain a 

great influence over that people. 

\Vhen 1\I. de la Sale, in his firfl: voyage down 

the river Miffifippi, came among the Ilinois, he 

was informed that this people had been preju

diced againfl: the French, and he found himfelf 

in the midft of their camp, which was on each 

fide the river, at a place where the current car

ried the canoes vvith much greater rapidity than 

he wifhed; he therefore ordered his people to 

arm, and to range the canoes in front of the 

enemy, fo that the 'Nhole breadth of the river 

was occupied . The Ilinoi s, who bad not yet 

difcovered the little fleet ranged in order of 

battle, became alarmed when they defcried it. 

Some took to their arms, others to flighr, and 

great diforder and confufion feemed to take 

place among them. La Sale, who ha(l a calu

met of peace, would not produce ir, that he 

might not appear apprehenfive of the power of 

the 
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the favages. As they were fuffidently near to 
each other to converfe, they demanded the n'"~me 
of the country to which the French helonged: 
on this information being immediately given 
them, they prefented three calumers of peace, 
the French at the fame time exhibiting that 
which was in t,eir poifcflion, and their terror 
changing to fudden j0y, they conduB:ed the 
Frertch to their cabins, lavilhed on them a thou
fand careifes, and recalled -their countrymen who 
had fled. 

In the fummer feafon they wore no covering 
whatever, except for the feet, on which they put 
fhoes made of the fkins of wild cattle, and in the 
winter they defend themfdves againfl: the cold, 
which in t 1.._fe regions is piercing, although of 
fhort duration, by fkins which they drefs and 
ornament with paintings. They are tall, fl:rong, 
and robu fl: in their ptrfons, and e_ ·pert in the 
ufe of the bow and arrow. They had not be
fore feen fire arms, with fome of which La Sale 
prefented them. 

It is the cu fto n.1 of the Ilinois to conceal in 
pit~, during winter, their· Indian corn, in order 
to preferve it •nt d the fprmg; and they fet out 
during- that feafo . to d~lhnt places.; in fec:rch of 
wild cattl '" nJ beavers, car ry11Jg with them very 
little 0 rain. 

The 
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The Taenfas inhabit the borders of a fmall B o o K. 
X. 

lake formed by the ri~er Miffifippi. They have - ~ 
eight villages; the walls of their dweLlings are 17°0 • 

made of earth mixed with {haw, the roof is of 
canes, and fa!hioned into a dome ornamented 
after their mode of painting. They have beds 

and feveral other moveables, made of wood, art 

are alfo the embelliiliments of their temples, in 
which they inter their chiefs. Their cloath~ 

confifl: of a white blanket, made of the bark of a 
tree, which they fpin and weave. Their chief is 
abfolute, and, without confulting any perfon, 

difpofes of all according ro his will. He and all 
his family are ferved by fiaves, taken in battle. 

His food is placed in the open air, before his 

cabin, and he drinks out of a cup appropriated 

for his foie ufe. His wife and children are 
treated with the fame deference, and all other 

Taenfas addrefs them with ceremony and re .. 

fpea. 
La Sale being at a fmall difl:ance from the vil .. 

lage, fent thither fome of his people with prefents; 
and the chief, not fatisfied with returning a quan- ' 
tity of provifions, wi!hed alfo to fee La Sale; he 
difpatched a mafl:er of ceremonies with fix other 

perfons to clean the road over which that travel
ler was to pafs, to prepare a place for his recep .. 
tion, and to cover it with a mat of canes, deli .. 

cately worked. The chief, clqthed in a white 
VOL. I. KK robe, 
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.B o o K robe, and preceded by two men carryjng large 
~ fans of white feathers, afterwards arrived. A 

1 :oo. third perfon carried a fheet of copper, and a 
round plate of the fame metal, both highly po
lilhed. The chief, in this vifit, preferved a 
c:lemeanot extremely folemn and grave, but 

neverthelefs full of confidence and marks of 

amtty. 
The whole of this country is adorned with 

palm-trees, with laurels of two fpecies, with 

prune-trees, peach~trees, mulberry, apple, and 
pear-trees of various kinds. There are alfo nuts 
of five or fix different qualities, fome of which 
are of an extraordinary fize. 

The favages in general, who frequent the bor
ders of the Miilifippi, appear to be affable and 
docile. They cherilh few fentiments of religion: 
ceremonies of a religious tendency are, however, 
obfervable among!l: them: they preferve a par
ticular veneration for the fun, whom they ac
knowledge as the creator and preferver of the 
uni verfe. It is remarkable that their languages 

ihould have no affinity to each other, although 

no great diflance intervenes between their na. 

tions. In order to preferve their independence, 
they fuffer not their tongues to become common, 
and mutual interpreters, from one tribe to ano. 
ther, are always refident when they are in alii-

nee. They difrer widely from the favages of 

Canada 
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Canada in their habitations, habiliments, man
ners, inclinations, and cufl:oms, and even in their 
outward appearance. 

The Taenfas have extenfive public places 
allotted for games and affemblies. They appear 
more cheerful and lively than the favages of the 
north. Their chief feems to poifefs an authority 
almofl: abfolute, and no one prefumes to pafs 
between him and a flambeau of cane, which is 
kept burning in his houfe; his attendants go 
round it, with ceremony. He has officers who 
follow and ferve him every where : he befl:ows 
rewards, and difl:ributes prefents according to 
his pleafu re. 

La Sale met with no nation acquainted with 
the ufe of fire-arms, nor even with tools of iron. 
They ufed knives and hatchets of fi:one. Among 
many, he found bracelets of pear], but they had 
been pierced by means of fire. 

In his travels, he met with a nation called 
Bifcatronge, but whom he and his companions 
named Pleureux, becaufe on the arrival of thofe 
Frenchmen they wept bitterly for a quarter of 
an hour. It is a praaice among them, when 
they encounter travellers, to recal to mind their 
deceafed relations, whom they believe to be on a 
long journey, and whofe return they pretend to 
await. 

X.K2 The 
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B o o K The Cenis are a people very numerous, and 

~ occupy a very fertile territory. They . are corn· 

17°0 · pofed of different cantons extending for upwards 

of twenty leagues, having villages of from ten to 

twelve cabins, bearing each diflinB: names. The 

cabins are neat, being from twenty to thirty feet 

high, made like bee-hives. They plant trees in 

the earth which join at top, and which they coYer 

with long grafs. Their beds are elevated about 

three feet from the ground, the fire being placed 
in the centre of the cabin. Each cabin contains 

two families. They poifeifed a number of articles 

which unquefl:ionably were procured from the 

Spaniards, fuch as dollars and other coin, filver 

fpoons, lace of every defcription, cloaths, and 

horfes. Among other things was found a 

printed paper, containing a bull from the Pope, 
exempting the Spaniards of 1\'Iexico from ab. 

- fiaining from the ufe of fle/h at certain periods 

during fummer. Horfe~ are here common, and 
in great abundance. 

The Spaniards are known to them only by 
means of their allies, the Chaumans, who are 
always at war with the former. 

After having remained here for a few days to 

refreih his party, La S1le purfued his route to the 

Na!fonis. Thefe nations are allied with the two 

lafi-, and poffefs nearly the fame genius and cha .. 
raCl:er. 

The 
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The Kunvatinno are a people cruel to their n o o K 
X. 

enemies, whom they put alive into the cauldron, ~ 
and devour. 1 7°0

• 

The chiefs and young men of the Cadodachos 
received the party with the calumet rf peace, 
which they gave them to fmoke, fo me holding 
their horfes by the bridle, others carrying them 
in triumph, believing them to be fpirit s, and of a 
country not belonging to this world. The whole 
village affembled ; the women, according to their 
cufl:om, wafhing the hands and feet of the tra
vellers with warm water; they afterwards placed 
them on an elevated feat, covered wi th a white 
mat. Feafiing, dancing with th e calumet~ and 
other public rejoicings follo wed day and night. 
Thefe people had never before feen Europeans, 
whom they had known only by name. They 
have, like the other nations through which the 
travellers paffed, confufed ideas of religion, and 
pay their adoration to the fun. Their dreifes of 
ceremony are ornamented with two figures of 
that luminary, and with reprefentations of cattle, 
fiags, ferpents, and other animal ~ . 

Among two natiom called the Catminio and 
the Mentous, the travellers received the calumet 
of peace in their hands, \Vith every demonfl:ra

tion, on the part of the natives, of joy and refpetl:. 
The chief lodged them in his cabin, caufing his 
family to remove, and regaled them for feveral 

~ K 3 day~ 
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B o o K days with every fpecies of viands. A public 

~ fefl:ival was given, during which the calumet was 

1700. danced for twenty-four hours, with fangs made 

for the occafion, which the chief vociferated 

with all his force, confidering them as people of 

the fun, who were come to defend him againfl: 

his enemies by the bolts of their thunder. 

This nation of the Natchez inhabited one of 

the finefi: climates, and one of the mofi: fertile 

countries in the univerfe : they were the only 

people on that part of the continent who appear

ed to have a regular form of religion. Their 

mode of worlhip refembled in certain points that 

of the ancient Romans. They had a temple 

filled with idols, confifiing of different figures of 

xpen and animals, for which they fhewed the mofl: 

profound veneration, The form of their temple 

refembled a large oven of earth, being a hundred 

feet in circumference: the entrance was by a 

fmall door of four feet in heighth and three in 

breadth: the edifice had not any window. The 

vault was covered with three rov s of mats 

placed one upon the other to prevent the rain 

from fpoiling the mafonry. Above, and on the 

outfide, were three wooden figures of eagles, 

painted red, yellow, and white. Before the door 

there was a kind of ilied, with a fecond door, 

where the guardian of the temple WlS lodg d: 

the whole was furrounded by a fence of palli-
fade~ 
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fades, on which were expofed the fcalps of all B o o K. 

the heads, which their warriors had brought ---~~ 
from the various combats in which they had 1 7oc. 

been engaged with the enemies of their nation. 
In the interior of the temple there were fmall 

fuel ves placed at a certain difiance from each 
other, on which were fet bafkets of cane of an · 

oval figure, containing the bones of their ancient 
chiefs ; and befide thefe, tho~ of the viaims who 
caufed themfelves to be firangled, that they 
might follow their mall:ers into rhe other world. 
Another feparate fhelf contained feveral ba!kets 
well painted, in which their idols were kept: 

thefe confified of figures of men and women, 
made of fione and burnt clay ; the heads and 
tails of uncommon ferpents, fiuffed owls ~ piecei 
of cryfials, and jaws and teeth of large fifh. 
They had, in 1699, a bottle and the foC?t of a 
wine glafs, which they preferved as articles of 

great value" 
They took care to maintain in this temple a 

perpetual fire, and great attention was befl:owed 
to prevent its rifing to a flame : f6r this purpofe 
they ufed only dry and hard woods. The an
cients were obliged to carry each in his turn a 
large junk of wood to the entrance, or to the 
pallifade. The number of guardians of the 
temple was fixed, and they ferved each three 
months. He who was on duty re'mained like a 

K K 4 centinel 
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centinel in the lhed, from whence he watched the 

fire; this was nourilhed by three large pieces of 
wood, whofe inner extremities only were al· 

lowed to burn at the fame time, and which, 
to avoid flaming, were never placed one upon 
the other. 

Of all the females of the nation, the fillers of 
the great chief only were permitted to enter the 
temple : this privilege was with-held from all the 
others, as well as from the lower ranks of people, 
even when they brought food for the manes of 

their relations, whofe bones repofed in the tem
ple. The viands were given to the guardian, 
who carried them to the fide of the baiket where 

the bonts of the dead were depofited :. this cere

mony endured but for a moon. The viands 
were afterwards placed on the pallifades of the 

court, and were abandoned to the wild animals 

and birds. 

The fun was the principal object of veneration 

among that people, as they conceived that no
thing can be iuperior to this luminary : nothing, 

likewife, appeared more worthy of their homage; 
and it was for this reafon that the grand chief 

of the nation, who knew of no perfon upon earth 
fuperior to himfelf, aifumed the quality of bro

ther to the fun. The credulity of the people 

maintained him in the defpotic authority with 

which he was inve!led. And in order to pre-

ferve 
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ferve it, a mound of earth was raifed, on which B o o K 

they built his cabin, of the fame confl:ruetion ~ 
with the temple. The door was expofed to the 17oo. 

eafr. Every morning the great chief honoured 
with his prefence the rifing of his elder brother, 
arid as foon as he appeared above the horizon, 
faluted him by a repetition of howlings ; he then 
gave orders that his pipe fhould be ligh ed, made 
him an offering of the three firft mouthfuls of 
fmoke which he drew, and raifing his hands 
above his head, and turning at the fame time 
from eaft to weft, pointed out to him the route 
he was to purfue in his diurnal courfe. 

There were in his cabin feveral beds on the 
left of the entrance, but on the right was the bed 
of the grand chief adorned with different painted 
figures. This bed confifled on! y of a pallictfs 
compofed of canes and reeds, with a fquare piece 

of wood which ferved him as a pillow. In the 
centre of the cabin there was a fmall boundary: 

no perfon was allowed to approach the bed with
out making the circuit of that inclofure. They 
who entered faluted with a howl, and advanced 
to the extremity of the cabin, without cafling 

their eyes towards the fide where the grand chief 
was : they afterwards gave a frefh falute, by 
liftmg the arms above the head> and howling 
three times. If they were perfons whom the 
chief regarded) he anfwered by a faint figh, aud 

3 made 



506 HISTORY OF CANADA. 

:B o o K n1ade them a fign to be feated : he was thanked 
~ for his attention by a new howl. At every quef-

17oo. tion which the chief made, they howled once, 

before they returned an anf wer, and when they 
took leave of him, they drew out one continuf;d 
how I until they retired from his prefence. 

When the grand chief died, his cabin was de
molifhed, a new mound of earth was raifed, and 

another cabin was erecred for him who was to 

fill his dignity, who never lodged in that of his 
predeceifor. The ancients were the legi1lators 
and judges for the reft of the people: one of the 
principal laws was to have a fovereign refpect" for 
the grand chief, as brother of the fun, and m after 
of the temple. The:y believed in the immortality 

of the foul: when they quirted the prefent fi:ate 
of being, they went, they faid, to inhabit another, 
there to receive recompenfe or punifhment. 

The rewards which rhey promifed themfelves 

confified principally in good living, and the 

chafiifement, in the privation of every fpecies of 
enjoyment. They thus belieYed, that fuch as 

wer.e faithful obfervers of the la\YS, would be 

condu8:ed to a region of delight, where all forts 
of the mofl exquifite viands would be fupplied 

them in abundance ; that their days would pafs 
in pleafure and tranquillity, in the rnidfr of feafis, 
of dances, and of women, and that they fhould 
tafl:e of every pleafure imaginable. That on the 

contrary). 
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contrary, the tranfgreffors of the laws would be 
cafl: upon lands unfertile and covered with water, 

which would produce no kind of grain, and that 

they fhould be expofed naked to the torturing 
bites of mufquitoes: that all the nations fhould 
make war againft them, and that they fhould 

never eat but of the flelh of crocodiles and of 
the wodl: fpecies of fifh. 

Thefe people implicitly obeyed the will of their 
chief: they regarded him as the abfolute mafl:er, 
not only of their property· but of their life, and 

not one among them. dared to refufe his head, 
when he chofe to demand it. For whatever la
bour he impofed upon them, it was forbidden 
them to require any recompenfe. The French, 
who often had occafion for hunters or rowers for 

their long voyages, addreffed themfelves to the 
grand chief alone. It was he who fupplied all 
the men they wanted, and received payment 

without giving any part to thofe unhappy people, 

who had not even the privilege of complaining. 

One of the principal articles of their religion~ 

particularly for the attendants of the grand chief, 

was to honour his obfequies by dying with him, 

that they might ferve him in the next world. 

They blindly fubmitted with cheerfulnefs to this 

law~ in the vain perfuafion, that in the company 

of their chief they lhould enjoy the greatefl: hap

pinefs. 
To 
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To convey an idea of this fanguinary cere. 

mony, it mufl: be announced, that fo foon as a 

prefumptive heir to the grand chief was born, 
every family where there was an infaut at the 
breafl: gave him rhe homage of that child. Out 
of thefe children, a certain number was chofen, 

deClined to the fervice of the young prince, and 
when they became of a competent age, an em
ployment was given them conformable to their 
capacities : fome fpent their lives in the chace, 
or in fi!hing, or for the fervice of his table; 

others were occupied in agriculture, others only 
as followers or attendants : when he died, all 
thefe fervants facrificed themfelves with joy to 

follow their dear m after. They on this occafion 
aifumed their finefl: drefs, and went together to 

the ground oppoflte the temple, where all the 

people of the village alfo aifembled. After hav. 
ing danced and fung for a confiderable time, they 

pa!fed around their neck a cord with a running 

knot, and foon after the minifl:ers defl:ined for this 

kind of execution came to fl:rangle them, recom
mending to them to rejoin their mafl:er, and to 

refume in the other world ernployments yet more 

honourable than thofe they exercifed in the pre
fent. 

The principal domeflics of the grand chief 
having been firangled in this manner, their bones 
were firipped, and left to dry for two months in 

a kind 
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a kind of tomb ; after which they were taken B o o K 
X. 

out, to be .lhut up in the bafkets, and placed in ~ ,.. ~ 

the temple befide thofe of their mafl:er. The 17°0 • 

other fervants who had been firangled were 

carried home by their relations, and interred with 

their arms and cloaths. 

The fame ceremony was likewife obferved, on 

t~e death of the brothers and fifl:ers of the grand 

chief. \V omen were always fl:rangleJ to follow 

them, provided they had not a child at the breafl. 
There were however infl:ances of their delivering 
their children to nurfes, or of putting them to 
death themfelves, that they might not forego the 

privilege of being facrificed, according to the 
ufual ceremonies ordained by the law. 

The government was hereditary; but the fons 
of the reigning chief did not fucceed their father; 

the fans of his fifl:er, the firfl: princef11 of the 

blood, were his declared fucceifors. This poli<!y 
was founded on the knowledge which they had 
of the libertinifm of their wives. They were not 
certain, faid they, that the children of their wives 

were of the blood royal ; whereas the fons of 

the fifl:er of .the grand d.ief were at leafl fo by 

the fide of their mother. 

The princeifes of the blood never efpoufed 
men of an obfcure family; they had only one 

hufband, but they were at liberty to repudiate 

him whenever they pleafed, and to make choice 
of 
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of another among thofe of the nation, provided 

there was no alliance between them. If the 

hufband was guilty of infidelity, the princefs 

immediately caufed him to be put to death: fhe 

was not fubjeCl: to the fame law, for fhe could 

enjoy as many lovers as fhe pleafed, without the 

huiband being fuffered to complain. He con

duCl:ed himfelf in the prefence of his wife with 

the great eft refpeCl: ; he did not eat with her.; 

he faluted her by howling, as was pratlifed by 

her domeitics. The only fatisfaetion he enjoyed 
was that of being exempt from labour, and of 

having authority over thofe who ferved the 

princefs. 
Formerly the nation of the Natchez was con .. 

fiderable; fixty villages \Vere reckoned, and 
eight hundred funs or princes: in 1730 it was 

reduced to fix fmall villages and eleven funs. 

In each of th efe villages there was a temple, 
where fire was con tinually kept up, as in that 

of the grand chief, whom all t e other funs 

obeyed. 

It was the grand chief who had the patronage 
of all the employments in his flate, the principal 

of which were, the two chiefs of war, the two 

maflers of ceremony for worfnip which was ren

dered in the temple, the two officers who prefided 

at the other ceremonies which were obferved 

when {hangers came to treat for peace; four 

others, 
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others, whofe charge it was to direct the feafl:s B o o K. x. 
with which they publicly regaled the nation, and .__.., ~ 

{hangers who came to vifit them; the officers 

who infpeEted public work~. All thefe minifl:ers 

who executed the will of the grand chief, were 

refpeB:ed and obeyed) in the fame manner as if 

their orders had been given by himfelf in per
fan. 

Every ye:tr the people affembled to fow an 

immenfe field with Indian corn, beans, pu.mkins, 

and melons. They came together in the fame 
manner for the harvefl:. A large cabin fituared 

in a beautiful meadow, was defl:ined to contain 
the produce of the fields. To\vards the end of 

July the people every year colleB:ed, by order 
of the grand chief, to affifl: at a great fefl:ival 

which he gave. This fellival lafied three days 
and three nights ; each contributed towards it 
whatever he could furnilh ; fame brought game, 
others brought fifh. T'he entertainment con

fifl:ed of almofl: continual dancing ; the grand 

chief and his fifl:er were feated in a lodge, ele

vated and covered with foliage, from whence 

they contemplated the joy of their fubjeCl:s : the 

princes, the princeifes, and they who by their 

office were of diflingui{h~d rank, ranged them

felves near the chief, to whom they marked 

their fubmiffion and refpeB: by an infinity of ce

remonies. The grand chief and his filler made 

their 
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B o o K their entry into the place of the al.fembly on a 
~ litter carried by eight of the talle!l: men: the 

1 ioo. chief held in his hand a fceptre adorned with 
feathers; all the people danced and fung around 
him, ·n token of the public joy. On the la£1: day 
of the fefiival he commanded all his fubjeB:s to 
approach him, and delivered to them a long ha

rangue, in which he exhorted them to fulfil the 

duties of religion: he recommended them above 
all things to preferve a great veneration for the 
fpirits who refided in the temple, and to give 
good infiruCtions to their children. If any one 
had fignalized himfelf by fome zealous action, 
he gave him public praife. A circumfl:ance of 

that nature took place in the year 1702. The 
thunder having fallen on the temple, and having 
reduced it to allies, feven or eight women threw 
their infants into the flames to appeafe the wrath 
of heaven. The grand chief fl:iled thefe women 
heroines, and befi:owed fl:rong encomiums on 
them for the courage which bad prompted them 
to make a facrifice of that which was mofi: dear 

to them : he concluded his panegyric by exhort
ing _the other women to imitate, in any fimilar 
conjuncture, fo brilliant an example. 

The fathers of families failed not to carry to 

the temple the fidl of the fruits, confifl:ing of 
grain and vegetables : there were alfo prefents 
made to the nation ; they were offered at the 

entrance 
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entrance of the temple, where the guardian, after 
having expofed them to view, and prefented 

them to the fpirits, carried them to the grand 
chief, who mad~ a difl:ribution of them as he 
thought fir, without the fmallefl: diffati~:ifaCl:ion 

being lhewn by any one. 
No land was planted or fown, until the feed 

had been prefented at the temple with the accuf
tomed ceremonies. Vlhen thefe people ap
proached the temple, they raifed their arms out 
of refpecr, and fent forrh three howlings, after 
which they rubbed their hands on the ground, 
raifing themfelves three times, with as many re
iterated howlings. \Vhen they only paffed the 
temple, they merely fiopped to falute it with 
downcafl: eyes, and lifted up arms. If a father 
or a mother perceived that their children negleCt

ed the obfervance of this ceremony, they pu
nilhed them immediately with fome blows with 
a cudgel. 

Such were the ceremonies of the Natchez with 
refpecr to religion. Thofe of their marriages 
were very fimple. When a young man had re~ 
folved to marry, he addreifed himfelf to the fa
ther of the girl; or iliould he no longer have 
exifl:ed, to her elder brother : the terms v:ere 
agreed on, and paid in furs, or merchandife. 
Although a girl may have led a life far from 
virtuous, no objeCtion was made to per on that 
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B o o K account, as it was the cullom for females of that 
X. 
~ defcription to change their conduct on being 

1700.· married. The choice is made indifferently from 
any family, provided the girl is agreeable to her 
intended huiband. The only attention on the 
part of her relations, is to inquire whether the 
man who demanded her in marriage was fuccelf. 
ful in the chace, a good warrior, or a fkilful 
hufbandman. Either of thefe qualities dimi
nilhed the fum which was exaCted from him pre .. 
vious to his marriage. 

When the parries were agreed, the future 
hufuand went to the chace with his friends, and 
when he procured, either in game or in filh, a 
fufficient quantity to regale the two families who 
contraCted the alliance, they affembled in the 
cabin of the relations of the bride : the newly 
married couple were ferved feparately from the 
re!l, and they eat out of the fame dilh. The re
pail: being finilhed, the bridegroom prefented to
bacco to the relations of his wife, and then to 
his own, and after the company had fmoked, 
they retired. The new-married couple remained 
together until the morning, when the huiband 
conduCled his wife to her father-in-law, in whofe 
cabin lhe lodged until the family had built them 
a new cabin. During the time of its confl:ruc
tion he paffed the whole day in the chace, to fup .. 
pf y food to thofe employed on it. 

S The 
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The laws of the Natchez permitted them to B o o K 
X. 

have as many wives as they chofe: thofe, how- '--v---1 

ever, of the lower orders feldom had more than 17°0
• 

one or two. The chiefs had a plurality of 
wives, becaufe having the privilege of getting 
their lands cultivated by the people, without any 
payment, the number of their wives was not 
burdenfome. 

The marriage of thefe chiefs was performed 
with lefs ceremony than that of the lower clafs; 
they were fatisfied with fending for the father of 
the girl of whom they had made choice, and de

claring to him that they placed her in the rank 
of their wives. The marriage was then con
cluded, and they made a prefent to the father 
and mother. Although they had feveral wives, 
they kept only one or two at a time in their 
cabin; the others remained with their parents, 
where they had accefs to them when they thought 
proper. 

There are certain feafons of the moon, when 
the favages do not vifit their wives. Jealoufy 
enters fo faintly into their breafls, that many find 
no difficulty in lending their wives to their 
friends. This indifference in the conjugal union 
arifes from the liberty which they h::.ve of chang
ing when they pleafe, provided their wives have 
had no children by them ; for if there are any 

L L 2 born 



BOOK 
X. 

'-- ..... 
1.700 . 

HISTORY OF CANADA. 

born in the marriage, nothing but death can fe

. parate them. 

When this nation formed a detachment for 

war, the chief of the party plante .. d two poles 

painted red, adorned with red feathers from top 

to bottom, and with arrows and clubs. They 

who wi{hed to engage in the party, after having 

decked and painted themfdves with various 

colours, came to harangue the chief of war. 

This harangue, which they delivered one after 

the other, and which lafl:ed nearly half an hour, 

conlifled in a thoufand protefl:ations of fervice, 

by which they aifured him that they wilhed for 

no greater happinefs than to die with him. That 

they were fatisfi.ed to learn, under fo expert a 

warrior, the art of fcalping, and that they feared 

neither the hunger nor fatigues to which they 

!hould be expofed. 

On a fufficient number of \varriors having 

prefented themfelves to the war chief, he caufed 

.. o be prepared in his cabin a drink which was 

called the medicine of war. This was a vomitive, 

comoofed of a root boiled in kettles full of water. 
' 

'1 he warriors, fomet·mes to the number of three 

hundred men, having feated themf'-h·es around 

t e ettle, to each was ferved about a gallon; 

t e ceremony was to [wallow !t at on draught, 

a. d to reud .,r it ag· in by th" mouth with efforts 

fo 
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fo violent, that they might have been heard at a 

great diflance. After this ceremony the chief of 
war fixed the day for their departure, that each 

might make a provifion neceifary for the cam

paign. During this time, the ,,·arriors appeared 

every morning and evening in the place of arm~, 

where after having danced, and recounted in de
tail the brilliant aCl:ions in which their bravery 

had been difplayed, they fung their fongs of 

death. 

To have beheld the e:tceffive joy which they , 
!hewed on their departure, it might have been 

conceived that they had already fignalized their 

valour by fome great victory; but very little is 

neceffary to difconcert the projeCl:s of favages. 

They are fo fuperflitious with regard to dreams, 

that nothing more is wanted than one of unfl

vourable omen to 11op the execution of their en

terprife, and oblige them to return when they 

are on a march. 

It often happens that parties who have gone 

through all the ceremonies which have been 

mentioned, break off fuddenly from their voy

age, becaufe they have heard a dog bark in an 

extraordinary manner: their ardour for glory is 

then converted into fear. 

In their war expeditions, they march ahv::rvs 

in files ; four or five of their befl: walkers take 

the lead, and advance about· a quarter of a le<Jgue 

L L 3 before 
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before the army, to obferve, and give notice of 
any thing they fee. They encamp every evening 
an hour before fun-fet, and laying themfelves 
around a great fire, each places his arms near 
him. Before encamping, they ta~e care to fend 
twenty or more warrior~ half a league round the 
environs of the camp to avoid all furprife. They 
never place a centinel during the night; but as 

foon as they have fupped, they extinguilh the 
fire. The chiefs of war recommend to them on 
the evening not to deliver themfelves up to a 
profound fleep, and always to have their arms in 
readinefs. A rendezvous is always previoufly 
fettled, in cafe they fhould be attacked in the 
night, and difperfed. 

As the chiefs of the Natchez always carried 
with them their idols, or what they termed their 
fpirits, well wrapped up in a hide; they fufpend
ed them on the evening to a fmall rod painted 
red, and planted in a floping direCtion, fo that it 
might incline towards the fide of the enemy. 
The warriors, before they laid themfelves down 
to reil, pafied with the war cltlb in their hand, 

pne after the other, dancing before thefe pre
tended fpirits, and denouncing great vengeance 
towards the quarter where rhey fuppofed their 
enemies to be encamped. 

When the war party was numerous, and when 
it epteted upon the t~rritory of the enemy, the 

fayage' 
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favages marched in five or fix columns, and fent 
out feveral fpies to reconnoitre. If they per
ceived that their march was difcovered, they 
ufually adopted the refolution of returning, and 
detached a fmall body of ten or twelve men, who 
feparated, with the hope of furprifing fome de
tached hunters of the enemy. On their return 
they fung and recounted the number of fcalps 
which they had taken off. If they made any 
prifoners, they obliged them to ling and dance 
for feveral fucceilive days before the temple, 
after which they were prefented to the relations 
of thofe who had been flain in the war. During 
this ceremony the relations melted into tears, 
and dried them with the fcalps which had been 
brought home: they then fettled the recompence 
for the warriors who had brought thefe flaves, 
whofe lot it was to be burnt. 

The Natchez, as well as all the other nations 
of Louiliana, dilt:inguifhed by particular names 
thofe who had killed more or lefs of the enemy. 
Thefe names were conferred by the ancient 
chiefs, according to the merits of the warriors. 
To deferve the title of Great Slayer of Men, it was 

required that the perfon !hould have made ten 
prifoners, or have carried off twenty fcalps. In 
their language, the name of the warrior an
nounced all his exploits. They who for the firfl: 
time carried off a fcalp, or made a flave, did nor, 
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on their return, cohabit with their wives, or eat 

any meat ; they only lived on fi{h and corn. 

This abfl:inence lafl:ed for fix months. If they 

failed in its obfervance, they imagined that the 

ghofl: of him whom they had ilain would caufe 

them to die by forcery; that they lhould never 

gain any advantage over an enemy, and that the 

flightefl: wound which they fh_.mld receive would 

prove mortal. 

They took great care that the grand chief 

fhould not be in danger of loflng his life when 

he went to war. If his courage led him to ex

pofe himfelf, and if he fell in battle, the chiefs of 

the party, and the other principal warriors were 

put to death on their return : but thefe execu

tions were almofl: without example, by the pre

cautions which they took to preferve him from 

this misfortune. 

The Natchez had, like the other fa\·ages, their 

doB:ors, or juggler~; thefe were generally old 

men, \vho, without fiudy, and without any fci

ence, undertook to cure every fpecies of malady: 

fo r this end rhey ma 1e ufe neither of fimp!es nor 

dru gs ; their an confi,l:ed wholly in various ce

remonies and deceptions : they danced and fung 

by night or by d::ty aro und the fick perfon, and 

they fmoked inct:ffanrly , [\\•allowing the fumes 

of th e tobacCL). Thefe jugglers did not eat 

during the whole time they were engaged in the 

cure 
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cure of their patients. Their fongs and dances B o o .K 

were accompanied by fuch violent contorfions, ~ 
that althou~h they were naked, and ought to 17oo 

have fuffc:red from cold, their mouth was always 

foaming. They had a fmall bafket, in which 
they kept what they called their fpirits or mani-

tous ; thefe conf]fl:ed of fmall roots of different 

kinds, of heads of owls, of fmall packets of 

deer's hair, fome teeth of animals, fmall pebbles, 

and other fimilar trifles. 
It appeared, that ro refl:ore health to their 

fick they inceifantly invoked the contents of their 
bafket. Some had a certain root, which by its 

odour renders fnakes torpid and harmlefs. Af
ter having rubbed the hands and body with this 
root, they held thefe animals without being afraid 
of their bite, which is mortal. Others cut with 
a flint the affiicred part of the patient, and then 

fucked out all the blood thev could draw from 
' 

the wound, which they immediately pm into a 

difh, fpitting out at the fame time a fmali piece 
of wood, of fhaw, or of leather, which they had 
concealed und.er their tongue ; a:1d, calling the 
attenri0n of the relations of the fick, they faid, 

beholJ the caufe of the difeafe. Thefe doClor 
always infifl:ed on being paid in advance. If the 

dife;t[ed was recovered, their gains were conflder

able: but if he died, they were certain of being 

put to death by t11e frien ds or relations of the 
deceafed, 
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B o o K deceafed. A ceremony in the obfervance of 
~ which they never failed, and the parents or rela

•;oo. tions of the quacks made no oppofition to it, 
nor teftified any mortification or concern. 

There were fome jugglers who even under
took to procure rain or fine weather : thefe were 
ufually old or indolent perfons, who unwilling 
to fubmit to the fatigues of the chace, of fifhing, 
or of cultivating land, exercifed this dangerous 
profeilion in order to maintain their family. 
Towards the fpring, the people bought of thefe 
jugglers favourable weather for the produClions 
of the earth. If the harveft was abundant, they 
reaped confiderable gain; but if it was bad, ven. 
geance was taken, and their heads were broken. 
Thofe who engaged in this profeilion thus rifked 
all for all. Their mode of life was extremely 
inaCtive ; they had no other trouble but to fafl:, 
and to dance with a reed in their mouth, full of 
water, and pierced like a watering-pan: with 
this they fpouted water into the air, in the di. 
reClion of the thickefl: clouds : they held in one 
hand the chichicoua, and in the other their fpirits, 
which they prefented to the clouds, fending forth 
the moft frightful cries, to caufe them to burft 
upon their fields. If fine weather was demanded, 
they made no ufe of their reeds, but they af
cended the tops of their cabins, and with the 
arm made a fignal to the clo\lds, blowing with 

aU 
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all their force, not to fl:op upon their lands, but 
to pafs beyond them. When the cloud difperfed 
as they wifhed, they danced and fung around 
their fpirits, which they depofited on a kind of 
pillow ; they redoubled their faft, and when the 
cloud was paft they [wallowed fumes of tobacco, 
an~ prefented their pipes to heaven. 

Although little favour or refpeCl: was fhewn to 

thefe jugglers when they obtained not what was 

willied, the profit however was fo great, when 

by chance they feemed to fucceed, that a confi

derable number of favages feared not to incur 
the rifk. They who undertook to procure rain, 

never engaged to bring fine weather. Another 

fpecies of jugglers had this privilege; and when 
the reafon was afked of them, they confidently 
replied that their fpirits could not befl:ow both. 

When one of the favages died, his relations 
affembled to deplore his death for a whole day; 

they afterwards covered the body with the befl: 

cloaths of the deceafed ; they painted his face 
and hair, which they adorned with the fin ell: 

plumage, and afterwards conveyed him to the 

grave which was prepared for him, and in which 
they placed at his fide his arms, or kettle and 

provifions. Dl.lring the fpace of a month his 

r elations came, at the dawn of day, and at fun.fet 

to his grave, where they poured forth lamenta

~ions "for the fpace of half ~n hour : every one 

named 
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named his degree of k!ndred. If it was the fa. 
ther of a family, the wife exclaimed, " My dear 
hufband, how much do I regret your lofs :" the 
children cried, '' My dear father:" the others, 
" My uncle, my coufin," &c. They who were 
related in the nearefl: degree, continued this cere
mony during three months: they cut off their 
hair in token of mourning ; they ceafed to paint 
their bodies, and attended no a!fembly of re· 

JOicmg. 
When fome foreign nation came to treat of 

peace ~ith the Natchez, they fent couriers to 
give advice of the day and hour of the arrival of 
their arnbaifadors. The grand chief then gave 
orders to the mafl:ers of the ceremonies to make 
the neceifary preparations for this great occafion. 
They began by naming thofe who were to enter
tain each day the fl:rangers, for the chief never 
incurred this expence. They cleaned the roads; 
the cabins \'-'ere f wept ; benches were arranged 
in a large hall which was on the rifing ground, 
and beGde the cabin of the grand chief. His 
feat, which was elevated above the refl:, was 
adorned with feathers, and painted; the ground 
was covered with large mats. 

On the day on which the ambaifadors were to 
make their entry, all the nation aifembled. The 
mafl:~rs of the ceremony arranged the princes, 
the chiefs of the villages, and the ancient chiefs 

of 
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of family, near the grand chief, upon benches B o o K 

allotted for them. \Vhen the ambaifadors ar.. _::_---..~ 
rived within the diflance of five hundred yards 17°0 • 

from the grand chief, they flopped, and fung the 
fong of peace. The emba!fy confified ufually 
of thirty men and fix women. Six of the befl: 

proportioned, and having the firongefi voices, 
marched in front ; they were followed by the refl:, 
who likewife fung, regulating the cadence by the 
chichicoua. 

\Vhen the chief defired them to approach, 
they immediately advanced; they who had calu
mets fung and danced with much agility, turning 
around each other, and fometimes prefenting 
themfelves in front, but always with violent 
movement3,and extraordinarycontorfions. 'Vhen 
they entered into the circle, they danced around 
the feat on which the chief was placed; they 
rubbed him with their calumets from the feet to 
the head, afterwards moving backwards until 
they rejoined thofe of their fuite. They then 
filled one of their calumets with tobacco, and 
holding fire in one hand and the pipe in the 
other, they advanced together towards the grand 
chief, and gave him the pipe to fmoke: they 
pufhed the firfl: mouthful to the fky, the fecond 
to the earth, and the others towards the horizon ; 
after which they prefented, without ceremony, 
the pipe to the princes and the other chiefs. 

The 
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The arnbaffadors, in tokeh of alliance, came 
to rub their hands on the fl:omach of the chief, 
rubbing at the fame time the whole of their own 
bodies, and placed their calumets before him on 
fmall forks fl uck in the ground. The ambaifa• 
dor who was particularly charged with the in
firutlions of his nation, delivered an harangue of 
an hour in length. When he had finilhed, a 
fignal was made for the flrangers to be feated on 
benches, arranged near the chief, who anfwered 
them by a fpeech of equal length. The mafier 
of the ceremony then lighted the great pipe of 
peace, and gave the fl:rangers to fmoke, who 
[wallowed the fumes of the tobacco; they were 
afterwards conducred to the cabin fet apart for 
them, where they were regaled. 

In the evening at fun-fet, the ambaifadors with 
the pipe in their han~ came finging, in fearch of 
the grand chief, and taking him upon their ilioul
ders tranfported him to the place where their 
cabin fiood. They fpread upon the ground a 
large fkin, on which they invited him to fit. 
One of them pofied himfelf behind, and placing 
his hands on the fhoulders of the chief, agitated 
his whole body, whilfi the refl:, fitting around on 
the earth, fung their warlike exploits. After this 
part of the ceremony, which was performed 
morning and evening during four days, the grand 
chief returned to his cabin. When he paid the 

I aft 
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laft vifit to the ambaffadors, they planted a pofl:, 
at the foot of which they fat. The warriors of 
the nation, arrayed in their beft drefs, danced 
around the poft, fl:riking it at intervals, and re
counting one after another their deeds of valour. 

They then made to the ambaffadors prefent~, 

confifting of kettles, hatchets, fufils, powder and 
lead fhot. 

The day following this laft exhibition, it was 
permitted to the ambaffadors to walk through 
the village, an indulgence which was not before 
granted : they were every night entertained with 
dancing : the men and women in their befl: 

attire affembled in the fquare, and danced until 
late in the night. When they were ready to re
turn, the mafl:ers of ceremony fupplied them 
with the neceffary provifions for the journey. 

The Ilinois are fituated in 38 degrees 15 mi
nutes of latitude. The climate is very different 

from that of New Orleans, and refembles fome
what that of France ; the great heats are there 

felt fooner and more powerfully, but they are 
neither confl:ant nor durable. The colds arrive 

later. In winter when the north winds blow, 
the Miffifippi becomes frozen, fo as to bear 
loaded carriages, but thefe colds are not lafl:ing. 
The winter is here an alternative of piercing cold 

and mild weather, according to the prevalence of 
the north and fouth winds, which regularly fuc-

ceed 
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B o o K ceed each other. This fudden change is very 

~:..._ prejudicial to the fruit trees. The weather is 
1 7°0 • milder, and even fomewhat warm towards the 

month of February: the fap of the fruit trees_ 

afcends, they are covered with bloffoms, and a 

fiorm frequently comes from the north which 

defhoys the mofl: flattering appearances. 

The foil is fertile, and every fpecies of vege
tables, if cultivated, fucceeds here as well as in 

Europe. Corn does not repay the trouble of 

fowing: but it mufl: be remarked, that the lands 

were cultivated with negligence, and that they 
never were manured. This want of fuccefs in 

the railing of corn proceeds alfo from the thick 

fogs, and too fudden heats; but to recompenfe 

this defeCt:, the maize or Indian corn, knmvn in 
Europe by the name of Turkey corn, befl:ows an 

abundant produce, giving a thoufand for one. 

This conftitutes the food of the domefl:ic animals, 

of the ilaves, and of the greater part of the na

tives of the country. The earth yields a quan
tity of provifions, threefold mor~ than can be 

confumed. In no place is the chace more pro
duCtive: from the middle of OCtober to the end 

oflVIarch the inhabitants live upon game, particu

larly wild cattle and deer. 

The bufbloe, the deer, the flag, the bear, and 

the wild turkey, abound in all parts, and in every 

feafon, except near the fpots which are inha

bited. 
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·bited. The hunter mufl: go to the difiance of B o o K 
X. 

one or two leagues to find the deer, and of fe-~ 
ve~ or eight to find the buffaloes. During part 1 7°0

• 

of the autumn, part of the winter, and of the 

fpring, the country abounds in fwans, outardes, 
geefe, ducks of three fpecies, wild pigeons, teal, 
and certain birds as large as fowls, which in this 

country are termed pheafants, (but which are 
wood hens ,) partridges, and hares. 

The horned animals have there multiplied to 

an excefs : they cofl: neither care nor expence. 

The animals ufed in labour feed in a large corn. 

mon around the village ; the others, in much 

greater numbers, defl:ined for the propagation of 
their kind, were lhut up the whole of the year 

in a peninfula of more than ten leagues of fur

face formed by the Millifippi, and the river of the 

Tamarouas. Thefe animals which were feldom 

approached, became almofi: wild, and it was ne .. 

ceifary in catching them to make ufe of artifice. 
An inhabitant, if he wanted a yoke of cattle, 
went to the peninfula: if he perceived a bull of 
a fize worthy of being tamed, he threw a hand
ful of falt, he firetched out a long cord with a 

running knot, and concealed himfelf. The ani

mal eager for the falt, approached: when he had 

put his foot in the fnare, the man drew the cord~ 

and the bull was taken. The fame practice was 

ufed for calves~ horfes, and foal s. Thefe animals 
,.01 . 1 MM are 
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B o o K are here not fubjeB: to any diforders, they live a 
X. 

'--v---J long time, and generally die of old age. 
1 700

• There were in this part of Louifiana five 
French villagt>s, and three of the Ilinois, in the 
fpace of twenty-two leagues, fituated in a long 
meadow, bounded on the eaft by a chain of 
mountains and by the river of the Tamarouas, 
and on the weft by the Miilifippi. The five 
French villages compofed together about a hun
dred and forty families, and confifl:ed of eleven 
hundred vvhite perfons, three hundred blacks, 
and fixty red flaves, or favages. The three vil
lages of the favages might have furni!hed three 
hundred men in a condition to carry arms. 
There are in the country feveral fait fprings, one 
of which at two leagues from the principal fettle
ment fupplied all the fait that was confumed there 
or in the neighbouring country, and even at 
many pofl:s in the dependence of Canada. There 
are mines without number, but as no. perfon 
found himfelf in a condition to incur the necef
fary expences to open and work them, they re
mained in their original fiate. Some individuals 
fatisfied themfelves with drawing lead from 
them, which was found at tbe furface of the 
earth. With this they fupplied the country, all 
the favage nations of the Mifouri and 1\Iiilifippi, 
and feveral pofl:s of Canada. Borax was alfo 
found in mines, and in fome fpots fmall quanti~ 

ties 
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ties of g )Id. There are alfo mines of copper, 
and large pieces of that metal ha,·e frequently 
been fo1md in the ri 'ers. The Ilinois formerly 
comprehended an immenfe extent of territory ; 

it flretcheJ into the vafl: regions which the 1\'fif. 

fouri, and the rivers which throw themfelve$ 
into it, int rfea and adorn with their waters. 

The inhabitanLS of the Ilinois are of three 
claffes ; French, negroes, and favages ; to which 
may be added, mulattoes. Ti1e Frenchmen, in. 
nured to the climate, generally occupied them. 
felves in the culture of the lands ; they fowed 
great quantities of corn; they raifed European 
cattle, hogs, and horfes in vafl: numbers, which, 
befides the chace, furni!hed them with abundance 
for the fupport of hfe. They tranfported to 
New Orleans great quantities of flour. 

The favages inhabiting this country are of a 
character mild and fociable : they are not defec~ 
tive in capacity and natural good fenfe, of which 
they poffefs a greater lhare than many of the 
_European peafantry; as much at leafl:: as the 
mofl: part of the French, which proceeds from 
the free !late in which they are educated. They 

are never timid : as there is no rank or dignity 
amongfl: them, every one appean to them to be 
their equal. The greatefl: part of them is capable 
of maintaining a converfation with any perfon, 
provided he treat~ not of fubjecb; beyond the 

M M 2 fphere 
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B ox~ K fphere of their knowledge: they are well ac. 
~ quainted with raillery : they are il:rangers to 

1 7°0 • aifumption, or difpute in converfation, and they 

poffefs qualities which are not common even 

among civilifed people. They are diflributed 

into cabins. A cabin is a l,<.ind of common 

chamber, in which fifteen or twenty perfons ge

nerally refide together. They live in great har
mony with one another, which arifes in fome 

meafure from their allowing every one to aCt ac

cording to his inclination. From the beginning 

of Ocrober to the middle of March they go to 

the chace, to the diflance of forty or fifty leagues 

from their village. In the latter month they re

turn home, and their women begin then to fow 

their maize. The men, except fome £hort ex

curfions to the chace, lead a life of perfeCt indo

lence; fmoking their pipe and converfing toge

ther occupies the greatefl part of their time. 

" 

When the firfl: mifiionaries arrived among this 

people, they were faid to be compofed of five 

thoufand perfons of every age: in 17 so their 

population was reduced to two thoufand. The 

number of the nation had diminifhed no lefs 

than three thoufand in the fpace of fixty years •. 

\ 
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/tlagazines and B arrackJ c~nJlt·uElt·d on tl·e !Jle Dauphim. 

-Council to decide on all .Affairs civil Ctr criminal,for 

three YtarJ, comprfed of the Governor, chiejCommfflion
er, and Regijler.-Saint Dwys fnd by Land to endw

vour to open a c~mmerce with the SpaniardJ of New 

Mexico.- !J conduFled to the Capital-co?ifined jn Pri

[on-liberated, and ftnt back with Prefmt.r from tht 

Viceroy.-A1arrie.r Domw Moria de Vilefca.r, Daugh

ter of the Governor of Saint Jolm.-'Treajon of the 

Natchez..-Fort and jJ1agaz.ine.r cot?JlruBed in the Great 

Villagt of that Nation.-State cf Commerce.-Croz.at 

Jurrmder.r hiJ exclc:Ji'L·e Privilege.-Govermnent and 
Commerce pe)led in the Company of the TV df.-Govern

ment of the llinoiJ Cot~ntry joined to that of Loujfiana.
Fir:.ft Settlement cf Ne'w OrleatlJ. -.Attack on Penfacola. 
Capture of that Place. -M1Jivnarie.r arrive in Louifi

ana. -Con.fpiracy of Jeveral Javage NationJ againjl the 

French.-lvfajfacre cf the French by Natchez..-The 
Sun, the Grand Chief of the Natchez., Jmt, 'with hi.r 
Family and Attmdants, to Saint Domingo, to b11 fold a.r 

Slaves.-D~fpe;:fion of that People.-Company if the 

Indie.r retrocede to the King their Sowreil!,nty over L oui-
Jiana and the Ili11ois. 

NEWLY difcovered countries fometimes have 
ihared the fate of individuals, with refpeCl: 

to the erroneous judgment \vhich, for a length 
1\1 r--1 3 of 

I 
I 
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of time, may have been formed of their qu::1lities 
and value. At a period when the thirlt for 
difcovering mines of gold and filver prevailed, 
and when commerce bad not acquired any great 
degree of extenfion, the advaLtages of a fa\·our
able climate, and of a foil capable of producing 
with abundance every article recuifite for the 
fupport and convenience of human life, were not 
inducements fufficiently pov>'erfJI to incite the 
inhabitants of France voluntarily to emigrate 
from their country, for the purpofe of amailing 
wealth by indu!hy, efpecially as thar could not 
procure them the fame degree of confideration 
and weight as is beflowed on it in fon:e other 
countries of Europe. 

The extravagant opi1.~on whic~ at firfl: had 
been formed of Louifiana, arofe folely from the 
profpeet of fudden riches to be der'ved frora 
mines; and as foon as it was fuppo1ed to be 
defi:itute of thefe valuable fources, it funk, in the 
fame proportion as it had rifen, in the gc;.1eral 
efi:imation. The fuccefs of the Spaniards of~T,,x;· 
Mexico afterwards tended again to exalt the 
ideal value of Louifiana. 

The latter nation, under the co'ldutl or Fer
dinand Soto, had incurred a gre~t expen e to 
form an efl:ablifhment in Florida, and their com
mander employed the lafi: year of hi- life in e.~
ploring the two borders of the l\Ii.li1ippi. N i- · 

6 ther 
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ther he, nor Mofcofo his fucceffor, had taken any 

meafures to found a colony ; and it appears that 

the Spaniards were long ignorant, that one of 
the largefl: rivers in the univerfe traverfed the 

middle of Florida, and watered a chat ming 

country, fituated under a climate temperate and 

healthy, and whofe poffeffion would have com

pletely infured to the Catholic King that of the 

whole Gulph of 1\'Iexico. 

The French, after having difcovered a very 

confiderable part of the courfe of this river, did 

not feem to pay muc'l greater attention than the 

Spaniards to the advantages which might be de .. 

rived from thence ; and a period of thirty years 

elapfed in the fame indifference towards that 

country, At length the vicinity of the mines of 

New l\1exico, and thofe which were reported to 

have been difcovered in Louifiana, having roufed 

the French nation from its fiate of torpid'ty, 

there iifued in lefs than three years from the 

kingdom more men, money and effects, to form 

an efl:ablifhment in this part of America, than 

had gone· from France fince th~ time of Francis 

the Firft, for any of the colonies :n the New 

World. 

But when it was afcerta ined that the country 

produced neither gold nor filver, and that it was 

not without induftry that r:ch"'s could be made to 

~ow from thence, it fuddenly fell into general 
M M 4 difcre it ; 
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B o o K difcredit: no regard was paid either to the fer .. 
~ tility of the foil, or to the produCtions, which, 

with a fmall degree of labour, it could furnilh, 
or to the importance of having a cruifing ground 
in the Gulph of Mexico. T_he treafures which 
were brought thither from France, difappeared ; 
th.e colonifl:s either perilhed through mifery, al
though_they might have procured the means of 
living in opuience, or difperfeJ themfelves intc 
different quarters. 

\Vhen l\1. d'lben-ilie left 1 .·mifiana, it con
tained no French habitations, except thofe of 
fame Canadians fettled at the Ilinois, a fort near 
the mouth of the lVIiffifippi, which was main
tained only for five years, and another at the 
Biloxi, on the fea coafi. D'Iben ille had in. 
trufied the charge of the firfi to 1\I. de Bienville 
his brother, and to the Sieur juchereau de St. 
Denys, who was much beloved by the favages, 
and fpoke with facility the languages of feveral 
nations. He had alfo given an order to 1\1. It! 
Sue:ur his relation, to go with twenty men to 
form an efl:ablifhment towards thf country of 
the Sioux, and to take poifeffion of a copper mine 
which had been difcovered there. This f:nall 
detachment departed on the end of April, af
cended the Miffifippi to the falls of St. Anthony, 
and entered into the river St . Peter, \vhich cl if
charges itfelf into the former fit that place, and 

v.-hich 
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which has been named the Green River, becaufe B o o K 

an earth which it walhes from the mine commu

nicates to it that colour. Le Sueur could only 
navigate a league upwards, having found it 
covered with ice, although the month of Sep

tember was not yet elapfed. He was therefore 

obliged to erec1 in that fituation a kind of fort, 

where he might pafs the winter, which lall:ed 

until the month of April, and was extremely 

rude and fevere. 
When that month arrived, Le Sueur vifited 

the mine, which was diftant only three quarters 

of a league, and in twenty days drew from 
thence more than thirty thoufand pounds weight 
of matter: he feleCted four thoufand weight of 

the choicefi part of it, and fent it to France. 
The place from whence he drew it was at the 

bafe of a mountain which is ten leagues in ex

tent, and which appeared to be of the fame ma

terials. It is on the banks of the river, produces 
not a fingle tree, and is covered with a thin va
pour which iifues from its bowels. 

In the following year D'Iberville made a third 

voyage to Louifiana, and began an efiablilhment 
on the river Mobile. He there laid the founda

tion of a fort, to which, a little time after, M. de 

Bienville, who fucceeded to the command of the 
colony by the death of lVI. de Sauvole, tranfported 

every thing which he had at the Biloxi, and 

abandoned 
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abandoned that poft. D'Iberville, on his return, 
for the fourth time, caufed to be conll:ructed in 
the ifland of Maffacre magazines and barracks, 

becaufe this ifland poffeffing a harbour, it was 

more eafy there to unload the ftores which 

lhould be brought from France, than to convey 

them in boats to the fort of the l\Iobile. The 

name of Ijle Dauphine was at that time given to 

the new fettlement. The inhabitants had no 

other means of fubfifl:ence than what was drawn 

from France~ and from the favages, many of 
whom were pre\'ailed on to fix themfelves in 

the vicinity of the lVIobile, where they cleared a 

confiderable quantity of land, and lived upon 
good terms with the French. The Apa!ach 

came thither of their own accord, preferring the 

neighbourhood of the French to that of the 

.Spaniards, among whom they had for fome time 

been efl:ablifhed. 

It cou1 :i not be a!ferted that the name of a 
colony could be given to t e French in LouiG

ana, or at le~lfl: it r ceived no form, until the 

arrival, in 17o8, of :i\1. D,ron d' .Artaguette, in 

quality of firfl: commiilioner. The earliefl: care 

of this magifhate, was to put the inhabitants in 

a fl.ate to cultiv te the lands, which appeared ro 

be fertile on the banks of the 1 Iobile, that thev 
J 

might no I nger be ob 1ig d to run O\' r the coun-

try t procu1 e a fubfifl:ence by th hace, or \vith 

the 
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the favages, when the vdfels of France defiined 
to convey them provifions were retarded on the~r 

voyage. But the fuccefs arifing from thence did 
not anh ·er his expectations. It was foumd. that 
the earth contained· but a fmall -depth of good 
foil at irs furface, and that the :vheat was gene
rally injured by the fogs, which produced a mil
dew. The inhabitants then betook themfelves . 
to the culture of tobacco, which was attenJed 
with greater fuccefs. 

The ifland of Dauphine having been pillaged 
by an Engli{h armed velfel, the commifiioner 
~oncluded from thence on the neceffity of 

firengrhening its fortifications. In this refpecr, 
according to the fyfiem at that time prevalent, 
he rea!oned with propriety; it being thought 
expedient to fix the colony in that pofition, at 
fome difiance to the north-eaft of the mouth of 
the great river, as it was then fuppofed to be the 
on~y port where veifels could difCharge their 
cargoes. 

lVI. d' Artaguette returned to France the fame 
year, and aflorded to the court confiderable in
formation refpecting the country. Some years 
before, M. de Muys, major of the troops in Ca
nada, had been nominated governor of Louifiana, 
but that officer having died on his way thither, 

~he Sieur de la Motte Cadillac was appointed his 
fucceifor, 
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B o o K fucceffor, and in the infhucrions given him by 
~ the King it was fiated, that his majefiy having 

thought fit to grant to the Sieur Crozat the ex
clufive privilege of the commerce of Louifiana 
for a term of fixteen years, and to him and his 
heirs for ever, the mines and minerals wh~ch he 
might difcover and work, on the conditions fet 
forth in the letters patent, he enjoined, that on 
the arrival of fuch veifel of the faid Sieur Crozat, 
he iliould examine if the fiipulation of bringing 
into the colony fix yeung women, or the fame 
number of young men, was firiCl:ly executed, 
The King added, that the Sieur d' Artaguette, 
commiffioner of the colony, having returned to 
France, he had made choice of the Sieur Du .. 
dos to execute the functions of chief commif
fioner : that as there was not yet any officer of 
jufiice in Louifiana, and it was not convenient at 
that period to fend thither judges, becaufe the 
country was not fufliciently fettled, he had never
thelefs efl:ablifhed for three years a fuperior coun. 
cil to decide on all affairs that thould be brought 
before it, as well civil as criminal; and, to com
pofe this council, he had made choice of the 
governor and the commiffioner jointly, and of a 
regifl:er ; and that according to the manner in 
which they thould exercife the adminifl:ration of 
juflice., which was intrufied to them, he !hould 

forn\ 
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form his refolution of continuing, and of aug
menting this eflablilhment of a council, or of to
tally diffolving it. 

M. Crozat, on his part, had recommended to 
the governor, whom he affociated with him in 
commerce, to fend detachments to the country 
of the Ilinois for the difcovery of mines ; and to 
that of the Spaniards of Old and New Mexico, 
to eflablifh a commerce with thefe two pro
vinces. The firfi: held the government of France 
for feveral years in fufpenfe, and ended in no
thing. The fecond was not more fortunate. La 
Motte Cadillac had fcarcely difembarked on the 
ifland of Dauphine, when he fent the veffel in 
which he had arrived to Vera Cruz. But the 
voyage proved fruitlefs. M. de la Jonchete, 
who commanded the veffel, could not obtain 
from the viceroy permiffion to fell his cargo : 
he was prefented with fome animals and other 
provifions, of which he was in want, and waG 

' obliged fhortly to depart. The governor enter .. 
tained the hope of fucceeding better in another 
attempt which he made by land for the fame 
cbjeft, but it had no better fuccefs than the firfi . 
He had confided the conduCt of this expedition 
to the Sieur St. Denys, than whom he could not 
have made a better choice. He gave him mer .. 
chandife to the amount of near fi ve hundred 
pounds fterling, and agreed that he lhould leave 

it 
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B o o K :tble river a fort which was cal1ed Saint Yealt 
~ Baptijle, and Iikewife Prifzdio del Norte. He 

was there well received by the commandant Don 
Pedro de Vilefcas, who took him into his family .. 
After fome days of repofe, St. Denys entered on 
negotiation with Don Pcdro: he informed him 
he was come on the part of the governor of 
Louifiana, to prefent to him a propofal to open 
a commerce under certain regulations with that 
colony, and that he lhould dicrate the condi
tions. 

The Spanilh commandant anfwered, that he 
could do nothing without the permiffion of the 
governor of Caouis, his immediate fuperior, to 
whom he would forthwith fend an exprefs to 
receive his orders. Caouis is at fixty leagues 
difhnt from the Prtjidio del Norte, on the way to 
1\1exico. The governor having read Vilefca's 
letter, fent twenty-five horfemen to conduct St. 
Denys to Caouis, and after examining his paff
port, told him it was necrffary he lhould go to 
the viceroy at 1\Iexico. To this he confented, 
but did not fet out until the following year. 
From Caouis to 1\'lexico, the difl:ance is two hun
dred and fifty leagues. St. Denys performed 
this journey under conduct of an officer, and an 
6fcort of the twenty-five horfemen. On arriving 
at the capital of New Spain, he was prefented to 
the viceroy, to whom he delivered his paffport. 

His 
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His excellency having read it, returned it to him, 

and without attending to a fingle word from 

him, committed him to prifon. He remained 
there for three months, and perhaps would 
never have recovered his liberty, had it not been 
for the interceffion of fame of his countrymen, 
officers in the fervice of the Catholic King. He 
was at their felicitation liberated from his confine
ment, and the viceroy gave him three hundred 

piaflres and a convenient lodging, and invited 

him often to his table. The more he became 
known to his excellency, the more firongly the 
latter became impreffed with a fenfe of his ta

lents and worth ; he therefore omitted no means 

of endeavouring to induce him to prefer, to the 
fervice of a poor colony, the more advantageous 
and profitable fervice of New Spain: he told 

him, that many of his countrymen had already 

given him an example to that effeCl:, which they 
had no reafon to regret. Some of the French 

officers alfo ufed their influence to prevail on 
him to act as they had done, and affured him 

that they found their fituation perfectly agree
able. 

St. Denys had no rank in LouHiana, and 

ferved there only as a volunteer: he was offered 

a company of cavalry, which he declined accept· 
ing, and, notwithfianding every argument which 
was ufed, ped1fied in his refu[al. The viceroy 

l 7 0L. I. N N told 
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told him that he was already half a Spaniard, fince 

he had engaged to marry the daughter of Don 
Pedro de Vilefcas, and it was fettled that the nup

tials were to be folemnized on his return to Fort 

St. John. 
" I cannot diffemble," replied St. Denys, 

" fince your excellency has been informed that 

I have an attachment for that young lady, but 

I never entertained the hope of obtaining her for 

a wife." '' You fhall obtain her," replied the 

viceroy, " if you will accept of the offer which 

I have made, and I give you two months to con
fider of it." At the end of that period he again 

founded him, and having found him inflexible, 

he took his leave, putting into his hand a purfe 

containing a thoufand dollars, telling him that it 

was to defray the expences of his marriage. 

" I hope," added he, " that Donna l\1aria will 
have more influence than me to determine you 

to remain in Mexico. With refpeB: to the li

berty of commerce with Louifiana, which you 
have travelled fo far to folicit, it is not in my 

power to grant it." 

The following day he fent him a very fine 

horfe from his ilable, and ordered him to be 

conducred to Caouis by an officu and two horfe

men. From thence they proceeded to the habi
tation of Don Vilefcas, whom he found in a 

fiate of great embarraffment. This commandant 

had 



H!STORY OF CANADA. 

had recently been informed that all the inhabi. 

tants of four favage villages, difgu!ted with the 

vexations of the Spaniards of Prejidio del Norte, 
were about to withdraw to another fituation, and 

he was apprehenfive that he fhould be made re

fponfible for this defertion, which would, befides, 

reduce his command to great extremities, becaufe 

the garrifon could only fubfill: by means of thefe 

favages. 

He communicated hi<> anxiety to M. de St. 

Denys, who offered to go in fearch of thefe bar

barians, and to endeavour to prevail on them 

to return. Don Pedro embraced him, telling 

him that he would be expofed to danger if he 

went alone. St. Denys replied, that he was 

under no apprehenfion, and immediately mount

ed his horfe, taking with him Jallot, his valet de 

chambre, and furgeon. He was not long in 

overtaking the favages, whofe baggage, women~ 

and children rendered their march extreme! 
flow; and as foon as he perceived them at a 

diflance, he placed his handkerchief at the end 

of a little rod, in token of a flag, and then ad

vanced to their chiefs who waited for him. 

He reprefented to them, in the Spanifh Ian. 

guage, the danger to which they were about to 

expofe themfelves in going to fettle amongfl: 

people to whom they were !trangers, and whom 

he knew to be ex tremely inhofpitable and cruel. 

N N 2 He 
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:B o o K. He then told them, that if they would return to 
._ x:. _. their former habitation, he would promife them 

on the part of the commandant, that no Spa

niard lhould ever again fet foot in their villages, 
"Which was as much as they delired, and that in 
future they lhould have no caufe to difapprove 
of the conduct of the officers and foldiers. They 
yielded to his perfualion; and Don Pedro was ai 
much furprifed as delighted to behold his gueft 
return with all the favages, whofe retreat would 
infallibly have ruined him. He immediately 

ratified the promifes which St. Denys had made 
tbcm, and they re-entered their villages, where 

· it was forbidden to the Spaniards on pain of 
death to fet foot without an exprefs permiffion. 

After fo eifential a piece of fervice, St. Denys 
had little difficulty in obtaining from Vilefcas 

l1is confent to efpoufe his daughter, and the mar
riage was celebrated with al1 the Spanilh pomp 
and magnificence which the place where they 
were could afford. He remained at St. John 
for fix months after his marriage ; at length 
conceiving that he ought no longer to delay ren
dering an account to lVI. de la Matte Cadillac of 

the fuccefs of his commifiion, he departed for 
the Mobile with Don John de Vilefcas, uncle of 
his wife, whom he left behind with a promife of 
returning as fqon a::: poffible. 

During 
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During the courfe of thefe negotiations and R o o K 

adventures, the governor of Louifi:ma had fent ~~- ..J 

the Sieur de la Loire to the Natchez with mer-

chandife, to efi:ablifh magazines in their country. 

M. de la l\1otte Cadillac, on his return from the 

fort of the Ilinois, which he had been to vifit, 

received an embaffy from feveral nations, and at 

the fame time from the Alibamons, until then the 

declared enemies of the French, who offered to 

build at their own expence a fort in their village, 

and to receive Frenchmen into it. Their offer 
was accepted, the fort was built, and M. de la 

Tour, a captain, took poffeffion of it, with two 

lieutenants and fome foldiers. 
It was foon after difcovered that the Natchez 

had fome treafonabl~ purpofe in contemplation: 

they killed four Frenchmen who were travelling 

with fome of their people, and they intended the 

fame fate for M. M. de la Loire, the elder of' 

whom had gone to the Ilinois with another band 

of thefe barbarians, and the younger remained in 

their great village. But one of thofe who ac. 

companied the firfl:, gave him warning to be upon 

his guard. He took the earliefl: opportunity of 

fpeaking on this fubjecr to every one fingly, 

without difclofing the perfon who had revealed 

the fecret of their defign~ and he promifed a 

confiderable reward, and gave his word that he 

would make no difclofure of it, if they would 

N N 3 commu. 
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n o o K communicate to him the whole truth. They 
~~ all declared to him, that at fix leagues from the 

place where they then were, and in a fituation 
where they mufl come nigh to the banks of the 
river, to avoid a dangerous gulph, a hundred 

and fifty of their people armed with fufils, and 
who had at their head a chief named Le Barbec, 
awaited them, and that he mufl infallibly peri!h 
there. This advice from eight perfons, who all 
aifured him of the fame circumfl:ance, made La 
Loire fvrm the refolution of immedia[ely re
turning; but as he had every reafon to believe 
that the confpiracy on the part of the Natchez 
was general, he fuffered much anxiety on account 
of his brother. Penicaut, who accompanied him, 
made offer to effeCl: his brother's efcape from the 
great village of the Natchez, which he did by the 
following means~ The company being arrived 

about an hour and a half before evening, at the 
landing.place of the N atchez, Penicaut went 

afhore alone, and told the Sieur de la Loire to 
wait there until midnight, and that if he did not 
return before then, he might conclude he was 
dead. He went to the quarters of the young 
La Loire, about a league diflant from thence, 
having only his fufil and fome ammunition. As 
he approached the village}. fome Natchez who 
perceived him haflened to acquaint La Loire of 

the arrival of a frenchman, who gomg out (o 

learn 
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learn who it was, and recognizing Penicaut, de- B o o K 

manded the reafon of his journey, and enquired ~~I. -..~ 
after his brother. Penicaut anfwered, that he 
had fallen fick ; but when he entered his quar-
ters, he requefled him to fend in fearch of the 
great chief of the Natchez, who immediately 
obeyed the fummons. Penicaut informed him 
that fix of the eight Natchez who had accompa-
nied the Sieur de la Loire, and him, to proceed 
to the Ilinois, were feized with ficknefs ; that 
they had been therefore obliged to put back, 

and that they were at the landing-place. He 
begged that he would f~nd next morning thirty 
favages to unload the canoe, and to tranfport the 
merchandife to the fiore. With this the grand -
chief promifed to comply, and added that M. de 
la Loire had afted prudently in not proceeding 
further, becaufe he entertained fome apprehen-
fions for him, on account of the Yafous, a 
perfidious nation, and inimical to the French. 
Penicaut made no reply, and ihewed an entire 
confidence in the chief; but when the latter 
retired, he revealed to La Loire the fubjeft of 
his journey, and gave him to underfl:and, that he 
muft think only of faving himfelf by flighr, and 
that not a moment was to be loft. La Loire 
told him, that it would not be an eafy matter to 
effeCt it in fecrecy, becaufe three fa vages 1lept 

NN4 lll 
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B o o K in his chamber; but Penicaut re-alfured him, 

~~ faying, he would be anfwerable for its fuccefs. 
They pretended to go to rell:, and the favages 

immediately fell afleep. Penicaut wifhed to put 
them to death, but La Loire prevented him, 
concluding that it was difficult to kill three men 
without fome one of them having time to cry out. 
Penicaut then fofrly opened the door, and made 
La Loire go out, who had the precaution to 
charge his fulll. A fhort time after he went out 

himfelf, locked the chamber on the outfide, and• 
run to rejoin his companion. As they ap
proached the landing, they met the elder La 
Loire, who began to become very anxious ; 
they embraced each other, and afterwards took 

leave of the eight Natchez, having beflowed on 

them a liberal recompence. 

At ten o'clock nexr morning they arrived 

among the Tonicas, and had not yet departed 
from them, when they faw three Natchez difem

bark, whom the great chief had difpatched to 
engage them to maffacre all the French who were 
in their village. The chief of the Tonicas, who 
was a good man, and a friend to the French, re
volted at fuch a propofal. He was inclined, 
inflead of replying, to put to death tP~ perfons 

who carried the meffage, but an ecclefiafl:ic, who 
was miffionary of his village, oppofed his inten-

tion'i 
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tion. M. 1\1. de la Loire continueJ their jour
ney, and arrived at the Mobile, where their 
countrymen were furprifed to fee them, and fiill 
more at the caufe of their return. M. de la. 
Matte Cadillac conceived that he ought not ro 
leave unpunifhed the treafon of the Natchez, and 
raifed a party of a hundred men, confifling of 
foldiers and inhabitants, under the orders of M. 
de Bienville, lieutenant of the King, to \vhom he 
joined M. de Pailloux, major of the army ; 1\1. 
de Richebourg, a captain, du Tifne, a lieutenant, 
and the two brothers who had lately efcaped 
from that nation. As they paffed before the bay 
of the Tonicas, they obferved a bag fufpended 
to the branch of a tree on the borders of the 
river, and therein they found a letter from M. 
Davion, who having learnt that they lhould pafs 
that way without fi:opping, gave them advice that 
a Frenchman, named Richard, returning from 
the Ilinois, had been taken by the Natche~; that 
thefe barbarians, after having robbed him of his 
merchandife, had led him to their village, had 
cut off his hands and feet, and had thrown him 
alive into the kennel. Hitherto M. de Bienville 
conceived that the pe la Loires h~d been influ
enced by ideal apprehenfions, but the contents of 
this letter tended to undeceive him. He did not 
think he had a force fufficient to proceed imme

diately to the Natchez : he entered into the bay 
of 
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B o o K of the Tonicas> confl:ruEted a fort there, and fent 

~ Du Tifne with twenty men to the great chief of 
the Natchez, to inform him that he had an affair . 

to communicate to him, and to reque!l: that he 

would come to the Tonicas. Du Tifne returned 
the following day, and reported to M. de Bien

ville that the grand chief propofed immediately to 

follow him. He did not however leave his 
village, but fent to the French commander fome 
fubordinate chiefs with twenty-five men. Bien
ville, when he perceived their canoes at a diflance, 
raifed on the borders of the river five fi:andards, 
ereCt:ed a number of tents, and caufed all the 

drums to be beaten, to make them fuppofe that 
he had at leafl fix hundred men. The favages 
difembad~ed and entered the fort with as much 
confidence as if they were coming to pay a vifit. 
They then prefented to the commander a calumet 
of peace, which he rejecred : this made fuch an 
impreffion on the minds of the barbarians, that 

they gave up every hope of fafety. Bienville 

told them with an angry air, that he was come 
to demand fatisfaCt:ion for the murder \vhich they 

committed on five Frenchmen, and that he in

ii!led on their delivering up the murderers, or at 
leafi: bringing him their principal. They an

fwered, that what he demanded was not in their 

power to grant, but that~ if it was his pl~afure: 
they woulJ. fend fame of their number to acquaint 

the 
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the great chief of his intentions. He confented, B o o K 
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on condition that all the others fhould remain --v--1 

his prifoners, and he caufed them to be con-

ducted to a cabin, where they were under his 

immediate view. They who had gone on this 

bufinefs to the Natchez, foon returned, and pre-
fented to the commander the head of a man 

whom the great chief had put to death, but who 

was not concerned in the murder. Bienville 
afked them if they meant only to deceive him, 

and added, that he infified on having the heads 

of the guilty, and particularly that of the chief, 

whom he exprefsly named. 

The deputies anfwered, that this chief was the 

nephew of the Seur, who would fooner fee his 

whole village periili, than facrifice this young 

man, the mofl brave of all the nation; and that 

among thofe whom he had det<lined were the 

four murderers of the French, on whom he might 

execute juflice. Bienville called them forth im

mediately ; they wifbed to deny the fact, but 

they were convicted, and were infl:antly executed. 

There was among them a chief fo much diiliked 

by all the neighbouring nations for his cruelty 

and treachery, that his death had long been de

fired. The French having taken fati sfaaion 
with refpetl to the maffacre of their countrymen, 

deliberated on what was mofl fit to be purfued 

in the conjunCture in which they found them-

felves, 
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felves, and it was thought that the Natchez, if 
they were pulhed to extremity, being in a con
dition to interrupt the navigation of the river, 

and all communication with the Ilinois, it was 
more advantageous to profit by the conflerna

tion with which they were infpired, to make 
peace with them, and to propofe to them the 
following conditions : 

That they fhould conlhutt at their own ex
pence, and in a fituation which fhould be marked 
out to them, a fort !n their great village, with 
magazines, and lodgment neceffary for a garri
fon, and agents, who ihould be efl:ablilhed there: 

That they fhould refiore all the property in mer

chandife which they had taken from the French, 

and make full fatisfaetion for all the loffes they 

had caufed to them : That the nephew of the 

great chief, whofe conduct was fo culpable, 
fhould not appear in the village under pain of 
death. Thefe articles were read to the deputies, 
who approved of them, and M. Pailloux with 
twenty men was ordered to go to the great chief 
to get them ratified by him. He entered the 

village with his drum beating and enfign flying : 

all they who were partial to the French ran to

wards him, and received him with loud accla

mations. He went directly to the cabin of the 

Sun, and prefented him the conditions of peace; 
the chief ~ccepted them, and faid, that he only 

\vaited 
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waited for the orders of M. de Bienville to corn- B o o K 
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rnence the confiruCl:ion of the fort. On this ~ ....., 

anfwer reaching the commander, he departed 
from the Tonicas with fifty men to proceed to 

the Natchez, where the Sun, followed by the 

whole inhabitants of his village, received him on 

difembarking from his canoe. Next day he 
marked out the place where he intended the for t 

fuould be built, which was immediately traced, 
and 1\I. de Pailloux was charged with the office 
of direCting the workmen. At the end of fix: 
weeks it was finifhed, and 1\'I. de Bienville, who 
was then at his camp among the Tonicas, re-
turned with all his men to take poifeffion of the 

fort. He caufed to be added, lodgings for the 

officers, r arracks for the men, and magazines 

for merchandife, ammunition, and provifions. 
The fort was named Rojalie, after the n-ame of 
1\tladame de Ponchartrain. The Natchez after-

wards fung the calumet to M. de Bienville, who 

paifed the remainder of the year in that place. 

Before his departure, he gave the command to 
the Sieur de Pailloux, with whom he left Tifne 
the lieutenant. He afterwards fet out for the 

Mobile, where he did not remain longer than 

. was fufficient to prepare a large convoy, which 

he conduCl:ed to the N atchez. 

It was about the fame time that l\1. de St. 

Denys arrived at the Mobile, and the anfwe 
which 



BOOK 
XI. 

"-v-1 

HI~TORY OF CANADA. 

which he brought from the viceroy ofNew Spainj 
depriving M. de la Motte Cadillac of all hope o(

carrying on openly a commerce with the Spa

niards, he thought on his part of preventing their 

, too near approach to the French, which it ap
peared to be their defign to effect. For this 

purpofe he ordered the Sieur du Tifne to fet out 
to confiruCl: a fort on the ifland of the Natchi
totches. The fort was fcarcely finifhed, when 

Du Tifne learnt that the Spaniards had formed 

~ fettlement among the Ailinais, and there was 
every reafon to believe that their projeCt was to 
pulh on to the Miilifippi, if they were not pre.· 
vented : the governor of Louifiana therefore re· 
inforced the garrifon at the N atchitotches. 

The exclufive commerce granted four years 

ago to M. Crozat, far from accelerating the pro
grefs of the colony, had been highly prejudicial 
to it, and he had likewife not found the advan
tages which he had promifed himfelf from thence. 

The advancement of a colony, and the profits to 
be derived from its trade, are immediately de

pendent on each other. To benefit by the latter, 
the colony mufl firfl be peopled to a certain de
gree, and the inhabitants mufl attain to a flate to 
confume the merchandife brought to it, and to 

give the produce of the country in return. This 

cannot be acquired, without at firfl: making very 
great advances in money. 

We 



HISTORY Of CANADA. 559 

We tball now endeavour to lhew in what fl:ate B o o K 

the colony of Louifiana was found, when IVI. ~ 
Crozat obtained his exclufive privilege, and that 
in which it was when he renounced this privilege. 

In 1712 there were only twenty-eight French 
families in the province, of which not one half 

employed themfelves in the cultivation of the 

land, or could properly be ililed inhabitants; the 

refl: confifl:ed of merchants, tavern-keepers, and 

artificers, who fettled in no fixed habitation. 
Trade was then carried on folely at the Mobile, 
and at the Ifle Dauphine, and the articles of 
commerce confifl:ed of planks, and £kins of bears, 

of deer, of cats, and fimilar furs. The Voyagturs, 
or Coureurs de Bois, almofl all Canadians, went 

among the favages to exchange whatever of the 
articles from France they could procure, for £kins 
and flaves, which they returned to difpofe of to 
the inhabitants: the latter re-fold the :fkins to 
the Spaniards of Penfacola, or to the command-

ers of ve!fels who came from France, and em-

ployed the flaves in clearing the land, or in fawing 

planks, which they fold fometimes at Penfacola, 

but oftener at Martinique and St. Domingo. 

They drew in exchange from thefe colonies fugar, 

tobacco, cocoa, and merchandife of France, 

when there happened to be a fcarc!ty in their 
own fettlement, from the intermiffion of a direct 

communication with the parent fi:ate. They car-
ried 
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ried to Penfacola, where the Spaniards had only· 
cleared a fmall quantity of land, vegetables, 
maize, fowls, and in general all that they could 
derive from their indufiry, and of which their 

neighbours, much lefs indufhious and laborious, 

were in want. All this brought them money, 
with which they purchafed what they were 
obliged to procure from other quarters : it was 
by no means fufficient to enrich them, but they 
gained by it a comfortable fubfiflence. They 
well knew that the country could produce to
bacco, indigo, cotton, and filk ; but hands were 
wanted for cultivating thefe articles ; there was 
no petfon in the colony who could affifl: them, 
or animate their endeavours ; they were like
wife ignorant of the manner of raifing them. 

The foundations of the colony had fo little fo
Iidity, that it was feared the goYernment would 
abandon it, and that all the trouble and expence 

which had been befiowed by individuals would 
thereby be totally loft. Many withdrew to other 
quarters, and others only remained becaufe they 
had not the means of removing. It was rather 
a fingular circumfiance that Crozat, on ac
quiring for twenty-five years the domains of 

Louifiana, together with the exclufi ve commerce, 
did not make himfelf better acquainted with the 
fituation of affairs, to form his plans on more 
fecure grounds: but it fometimes happens on 

fimilar 
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dence in the perfons fru.n v. hom the befl in for- ._,,..._ 

mation can be derived, and whofe experience 

has rendered them the mofl: capable of feconding 

a new enterprife. A jcaloufy is entertained, that 

the interefl:s of the perfon to whom the privilege 

is granteJ, will be racrificed L) that of the p.:rfon 

who commands, and it is feldom 1 eflec1cd, thar 
to fucceed in an enterprife of that nature, the 
rnoft certain mode is to allow a fhare of the ad-

vantages arifing from thence to thofe to whom 
the chief direCtion is committed, that they may 

thereby exert themfeh·es the more to promote 

its ultimate fuccefs. 

Crozat comprehended not, that little advan
~age co~ld be drawn from a country, although 

fertile in itfelf, where the inhabitants are deprived 

of the means of gaining wealth. He had fcarcely 
taken poffefiion of his exclufive privilege of 

commerce, when the veffels of the iilands no 

longer appeared at Louifiana. The inhabitants 

were at the fame time prohibited from going to 

Pen acola, from whence came all the money 

whicb was in circulation in the colony, nor to 

fell any article whatever, except to the agents of 

Crozat, \\ ho thereby had it in their power to 

giJ.•e to th~ provifions of the colony wh<H value 
they pleaftd, a power which they failed not to 

abufe: they at length rated the furs fo low, that 

VOL. I. 0 0 the 
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E o o K the huntfmen, finding they could difpofe of them 
XI. 

~ better in Canada, and in the Englifh colonies, 

carried the whole to thefe countries. 
In maintaining a contrary conduCt, the com

pany of Crozat would have acquired credit, and 
gained the confidence of the colonifl:s; he might 
gradually have led them into his fcheme, when 
they had multiplied, and have drawn from the 
country the whole of its produce. 

But in cutting off the fmall vein of money 
which flowed in from Penfacola, in leifening the 
price of their produce and their merchan.dife, in 

refl:raining their commerce, whofe profits would 

have centered in the company, in augmenting 

the value of the articles they drew from France, 
they were deprived of the means of fubfifl:ence, 
and their lands became of no efl:imation. 

This decay of the commerce and agriculture 
of Louifiana could not fail to give fome uneafi~ 

nefs to the government, if it was confidered that 
after the twenty~five )'ears for \Yhich this privi

lege was held, the colony would be much Iefs 
advanced than it was when Crozat firfl: received 
it, and the King was by no means indemnified 

by the freight of fifty tons, which the company 

engaged to allow him in their velfels. It is true, 

that the King thereby faved the expence of 
freighting a veiTel, which otherwife mufl: ha,·e 

been fer1t to Louifiana, to tranfport thither necef-

fari~ 
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faries ~ .r t!le troops; but there was an eafy 
mode of rep1 •ing thi expence, by the freight 
whicb the ·eifd could not 1 !l to find at St. Do-
mm go. 

Crozat feemed to feel more for the injury 
which his privilege occafioned to the interefl:s of 
the King, than that which arofe from it to the 

inhabitants of Louifiana. He therefore propofed 
a new arrangement, ~ ith a view of facilitating to 
the officers, foldiers, and others employed in the 
colony the payment of their falaries, and the 
tranfport of merchandi e and provifions for the 
forts, and for the prefents which were annually 
made to the favages. To th ;s the government 

a!fented. Some months after he prefented a me
morial, complaining of various grievances, and 
by which it appeared that the inhabitants of 
Louifiana ,;ere much diffati.sfied with his exclu
five privilege. 

He fl:ated that the weaknefs of the French in 
that colony rendered them contemptible to the 

favages, and put it" out of their power to prevent 

them from harraffing the inhabitants with conti
nued aCts of hofl:ility; whence it arofe that it was 

impoffible to efiabliili any fettled commerce in 
t he country, and to fend ve!Tels from France 
without 1o6ng the expences of the voyage. That 
the Engli{h ~ere approaching their fettlements 

very near to the French, who cantoned on the 
002 nver 
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river Mobile, and in the Ifle Dauphine, where 

the lands were good for nothing, left open to the 

firfl all the borders of the Miffifirpi, where they 

could not be prevented from fettling, and from 

penetrating from thence to New Mexico and 

New Bifcay : that it was n ot comprehended 

whence could arife the indifference with which 

in France Louifiana was confidered. Crozat 

ventured to affert, that if attention was paid to 

the advantages which might be drawn from 

thence, there was no colony whofe prefervation 

and pwfperity was of greater confequence to the 

flare. The maritime commerce of the kingdom 

he flated to be reduced to a very inconfiderable 

compafs. By the d ifferent efl:ablifhments that 

might be formed at Louifiana, it might be hoped 

that if ferious attention was paid to that colony, 

the commerce would oc<:upy in a few years a 

confiderable number of veffels. He complained 

that the officen for the adminiflration of the go

vernm~nt had refufed to re ifl er in the council 

of the provinc~ his letters p~r ent : that all the 

inhabitants were in oppofition to him, and that 

this fpirit was fomented by thofe officers who 

were accuflomed to trade with the Spaniards. 

This reprefent ation was apparently made to 

endeavour to gain over the troops to his interefls, 

but as hi~ afLirs fucceeded not better than before, 

h e did no t wai t until the expiration of the period 

of 
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of his privilege, and furrendered it to the King 
the following year. It was then that the cele
brated Company of the Wd] was formed, which, 
under the guidance of Mr. Law, charged itfelf by 

degrees with all the commerce both within and 
without the kingdom, and from whence arofe 
the company of the Indies, attaining afterwards 
a high degree of profperity, and the only one 
that fucceeded in France fince the foundation of 

the monarchy. The letters patent of the firft, in 
form of an edia, importing an eftablifhment of 
commerce under the name of the Company of th~ 
Wffi, and which, regiftered in the parliament of 
the 6th of September of the fame year, declare, 
that his majefty granted to the faid company for 

twenty-five years the commerce of Canada, on 

condition of improving the agriculture and plan

tations ; to exercife exclufively during the fpace 
of twenty-five years, to be reckoned from the 

day of the regifl:ry, the commerce iu the pro· 

vince and government of Louifiana; and to 

poffefs in perpetuity all the lands, ports, coafts, 

harbours, and iflands which compofed this pro

vince ; to enjoy the fame in full property, with 
the right of feignory, and of adminiftration of 
juflice, his majefl:y referving no other right but 
that of fidelity and allegiance, which the faid , 
company were bound to render to him, and to 

prefent to each of his fucceifors, on his acc;:eilion 

o o 3 to 
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,_.,..._., thirty marks. 

And by another arret of the 27th of the fame 
month of September, the country cf the Ilinois 
\Vas detached from the government of New 
France, and incorporated with that of Louifi ... 
ana. 

They were empowered to treat, and make 
alliance in name of his majefty, throughout the 
whole extent of their conceffion, with all the na
tions of the country who were not dependant on 
other European fovereigns; and in cafe of inf ul t, 
tn declare war againfl: them. They were to en .. 
joy the abfolute poifdlion of the mines and mine
rals which !hould l:f opened during the time of 
the privilege. Permiilion was gi\·en them to 
fell and alienate the lands of their conceilion, to 
confl:ruB: fuch forts, cafl:les, and places as they 
:lhould find neceifary for the defence of the coun
try; granted, to place garrifons there, to raife 
troops in France with the confent of his majefl:y, 
and to eftablilh and appoint fuch governors, 
majors, military officers, and others, as they 

. fhould think fit to command their troops. 
M. de la lVIotte Cadillac and l\1. Duclos had 

quitted Louiilana before this chc:nge took place. 
M. de l'Epinai had fucceeded the firfl:, and J\.1. 
Hubert the fecond. They aniYed at the Ifle 

Dauphinii, in the month of l\Iarch 1717, and fome 
months 
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tnonths after the company of the well: nominated 

l\I. de Bienville commandant-general of all the 

provinces. His inll:ruetions were dated the 12th 

of September, but he did not leave France until 

the enfuing year. 1\'I. de l'Epinai arrived with 

three ihips, which conveyed feveral officers and a 

great number of foldiers, a quantity of ammuni
tion and provifions, and every fpecies of mer
chandife. The whole were landed in the Ifle 

Dauphine, except the merchandife contained in 

the Dudlow, commanded by M. de Golleville, 
who had orders to fail for Vera Cruz. This 
captain, acquainted with what had happened five 

years before to M. de la Jonc~ere, who could 
not obtain permi!Iion to trade in that port, did 

not think fit to go thither : he went to anch.or 

at Villarica, which was the former Vera Cruz, 

built by Cortes, and fecretly notified his arrival 

to the Spani!h merchants : they delayed not to 

come on board his vdfel, and purchafed his 

whole cargo, for which they paid him in money. 

M. de l'Epinai fhengthened the fortifications 

of the Hie Dauphine, on which were the fiores 

and magazines; and whilfl: he was occupied in 
this fervice, twenty-four favage nations fent de

puties to congratulate him, and to fi ng the calu
met. But the fatisfaetion of beholding this 

concourfe of fo many nations affembled in his 
government, was foon afterwards difiurbed. by 

004 an 
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an unforefeen accident, which difconcerted hi~ 

m ear ures, and rendered u felefs all the expences 

which had been beflowed on the Hle Dauphine. 
Towards the end of the· month of Augufl:, the 

only palfage into the harbour of this fettlement 
was filled by a prodigious quantity of fand col· 

leered there by the effeCts of a hurricane. The 
ifland itfelf was almofi: overflown, and great num

bers of animals were drowned. 
It became immediately neceifary to fcarch . for 

another anchorage for veifels, and the !f/e Surgere 
was made choice of, which was afterwards named 
[/le aux Vaijfeaux. It has only one Dad, which 
is perfeClly fafe, except when the wind blows 

from the north or north-weft, but thefe winds 
fddom occur, and are not violent. A fmall fort 
was ereCled on the ifland for the fecurity of the 
!hips, and the eflablifhment on the Ifle Dauphine 
was removed to the Biloxi, which i. to rhe north
ward of the lfle aux Vajlfeaux, but which !hips 
cannot approach nearer than four leagues. 
Nothing eYinces more fl:rongly than this I:ew 

fcttlement, how much their commerce with the 
Spaniards was th 're circumfcribed. The foil of 
the Biloxi wa not better than tlut of the Ifle 

D~mphine, and this poll had not a ro1d for the 

[mall ~fl: Lrigantines. It is fomewbat fin gular 

th <· r the centre of a col ny fhould have been 
pbceJ on a b<uren fand, \\ hofe coafl \\as practi-

cable 
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cable for no other Yeifds 
very fmall fize. 

but fuch as were of a n o o K 
XI. 

In the fame year, however, were laid the fou-n
dations of New Orleans, the capital of Louillana. 
l\1. de Bienville having arrived at the Mobile 
from the Natchez, to congratulate the new 
governor, informed him that he had obferved on 
the borders of the river a place extremely fit to 
efl:ablifh as ;1 pofl:, and l\1. l'Epinai gave him the 

charge of this propofed fettlement. He fent 
with him eighty traders newly arrived from 
France, with carpenters to build houfes. He at 
the fame time gave infl:ruClions to M. de Blon
de!, a captain, to relieve :rvi. de Pailloux at the 

Natchez, and the latter had orders to join 1\L 
de Bienville, to fecond him in his enterprife, 
\Yhich was not at that time far advanced. The 
government of the infant city was given to M. 
de Pailloux. It is fituilted thirty-three leagues 
from the fea, and it may be reached from thence 
in a boat or canoe in twenty-four hours. The 
foil in it& vicinity is fertile, and its climate in the 
thirteenth degree of latitude, renders it capable of 
affo rding to the labours of the planter all the 
produCtion of the iilands. The environs of New 
Orleans prefent nothing remarkable, and the 

choice of its Gtuation, in poim of advantage, does 
not appear to exceed feveral other fpots or banks 

of 

~ 
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of the 1\tliilifippi. But among the motives which 
induced 1\tL de Bienville to fix it where it now 

fiands, was, that a league difl:ant from thence, 

towards the north-eaft, there is a frnall river 

called St. John, which after a courfe of two 

leagues difcharges itfelf into Lake Pontchartrain, 

communicating with the fea: by this means it 

became eafy to hold a correfpondence bet\\'een 

the capital, the Mobile, and the Biloxi, and the 

other pofl:s occupied near the fea. The fecond 

reafon was, that below the city the river forms a 

great curve, named the Bend of the Englifh, which, 

in cafe of the afcent of an enemy, might occafion 

a delay which was thought advantageous, to 

avoid a furprife. 

They who thus reafoned, fu ppofed that the 

entrance of the river could recei\·e fmall veffels 

only, and therefore little apprehenfion could be 
entertained from thence, as it coul~ not be at. 

tacked with cannon. In "'·hate\·er fituation the 

city vvas built, the mouth of the river ought to 

have been defended by batteries, and by a fort, 

which would give time and warning to be pre. 

pared for the reception of an enemy. There 

could be no great neceility for a communication 

by means of boats between the ports, which, if 
attacked, could not be fuccoured. \Vhen a 

fmall veifd, befides, is afcending the river, !he 

mufl 
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mufl: have frequent changes of wind, which mu!l: B o o K 

detain her a confiderabl time in advancing a few ~ 
leagues . 

. A little difiance below New Orleans, the foil 

on each fide the lYiiilifippi begins not to have 

much depth, and this ahvays dimin'fhes towards 

the fea. Two points of Lmd, whofe formation 

does not appear of an ancient date, form the 

boundaries on each fide to its mouth: water is 

found at a fmall difl:ance from the fut-face, and 

the quamity of fl1oals and fmall ii1ands, which 

within a few years had imperceptibly collected at 

all the outlets of the river, leave little doubt that 

thefe points have been formed in the Came man

ner. It appears beyond que(lion, that when M. 
de la ~ale defcended the l\Iiilifippi to the fea, the 

mouth of that river was then in a very different 

fiate from what it now is. 

The nearer to the fea, the more evident this 

change becomes: the bar has fcarcely any water 

in the greater part of the fmall iffues, which the 

riYer keeps open, and whi h have extremely 

multiplied by mez.ns of the trees, which are 

drawn thi ther by the current. Vlhen a fingle 

tree is fixed by its branches or its roots, in a 
place which has little depth, it becomes the caufe 

of flopping a thoufand. In fituations on the 

river, two hundred leagues from the fea, are fe

veral inflances of the fame kind. Nothing is 
ea !;lab le 
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capable of difengaging them: the ilime which 

the river carries down with its waters, ferves as 

a cement, and covers them by degrees : every 

inundation leaves a new bed, and after ten years 

at mofl: the canes and !hrubs begin to grow there

upon.. In this manner have been formed the 

greatefl part of the points and iflands, \'i:hich 

have frequ ently caufed the river to change its 

courfc. 

N ew Orleans was for feveral years little better 

than a camp upon the borders of the river, and 

the inhabi tants had no other view than to pro

teCt themfelves from the injuries of the weather, 

waiting unti l a place was formed that they might 
btgin to builJ. 

On the commencement of the following year, 

th e entrance of the rvi.iffifippi was founded, to 

a1certain J lo:!ded vd fels could enter, and fixteen 

feet of \·at er were found upon the bar. The 

Neptune, a \ effel newly arrived from France> 

V'JS fent into the river, and !he afcended without 

an .. diili-.:ulty as far as New Orleans. It appears 

(Jm.:-v, tlat fin gular , that, after this difcovery of 

t h river being na vigable, the goYern ment did 

r1ot rake meafu rt & to eilablilh th ereafter the head 

quarters at that place, and that fev~ral thoufa nd 

men \Verc ldt to beco me a prey to wretchednefs 

and di!e;:d'c, unda pretence that there were not 

b:.. ££t:lux fufEcient in number to tranfport them 

to 
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to the place of their deflination, fince the fame B o o I<; 
XJ. 

veff. Is in which they had come from France ~ 

might have difcmbarked them at New Orleans, 
and flill nearer, if nect:ifary, to their conceilions. 

In the month of l\1.Hch in the following year, 

the perfons to whom the firfl conceili ns were 

given arrived. The Sieur Dugue de Boiibriand. 
accompanied them, and brought the orders of the 

company, who, with the approbation of his ma .. 

jefly, had nominated him commandant at the 

Ilinois, M. de Bienville commandant-general of 

LouiGana, and director of the company in that 

prm·ince, and l\I. de Pailloux major-general, 

The firfl went ·vithout delay to the Ilinois, taking 

with him l\1. Diron, and the Chevalier d' Arta. 

guette. The former was a capt<!in, and was foon 
after declared infpector. general of the province. 

At the fame time feveral nations of favages, 
fome of whom had long !hewn a difpoGtic·n un

fJvourable to the French, eftablifheJ themfelves 

on the l\Iiilifippi, not far fro.,, New Orleam, and 

as ~ he greatefl part of thelf' people were in the 
habit of cultivating the lands, they cleared con .. 

fiderable tracts, and planted them with corn, 

which became a great refource for the new city, 
as they frequently furnifhed proviGons to the in
habitants in times of fcarcity. Some of the 

f~ttlers alfo fent a part of their people higher up 

tb~ river~ and the advantages which they ther~ 
found, 
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found, to form folid eftablilhments, caufed thofe 
who had a regard for the public welfare to regret 
that they had prohibited the mher fettlers from 
purfuing the fame plan. The inquietudes which 
arofe on account of interruption from the Eng
lifh foon vanifhed; all the nations bordering on 
the river \vere friendly to them, or at leafl: 
diflurbed not their repofe, and the only means 

of infuring thernfelves againfi rhe intrigues of 
fame, and the levity of others, was to fortify and 
people the colony. 

In the month of June, l\I. de Bienville fent to 
take poifeffion of the bay Sr. Jofeph, fituated 

fifty leagues eafl: from Ifle Dauphine. 1\I. de 
Chateaugue his biOther was charged l\.-ith this 
expedirion, in which he acquitted himfelf without 
any difiiculty, and caufed to be built there a !lone 
fort. The Spaniards had abandoned that pofl: 
eighteen years before; the governor of Penfacola 
was, however, no fooner informed of this enter
prire, than he wrote to 1\I. de Bienville, that the 
bay of St. Jofeph belonged to the Catholic King. 

Ir w<1s not of fufficient con~ quence to become a 
fubjeet of difpute, and 1\1. de Chateaugue doubt
ed not a moment that it fh ould be deferted, which 
happened in the following year. 

In the month of F cbru:ny l\1. de St:rigny ar. 

riveJ at Louiflan" '"ith three ~eirels; th re pub. 

li!hed that \V~H wa declared agai.r.ft Spain, and 
ihe red 
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1hewed the infl:ruCtions which he had to capture 

Penfacola. The bay which bears that name was, 

according to the Spanifh writers, firfl:: difcovered 

by Pamphilo de Narvaez, who there landed in 
his unfortunate expedition to Florida. Diego de 

Maldonado, one of the captains of Ferdinand 

Soto difcovered it a fecond time, and gave it the 

name of Port d' Anchz!fz· In 1 55 8 Don And re 
de Pes, gen ral of the fleet of Barlovento, having 

gone to reconnoitre it, added to the Iafl:: name 
that of De Calve, in honour of the Count de 

Gah·e, at that time viceroy of IYiexico. This 
bay is therefore known among the Spaniards by 
the name of Santa Maria de Calve. And that 

of Penfacola, where the inhabitants of the coun-

try were fettled, who have fince been extirpated 
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by other favages, has given name to the province, ~ 

to \vhich the Spaniards allot a great extent. In 
J6q6, Don Andre de Arriola having been nomi
nated the firfl:: governor of this province, went to 

take poifeilion of it, and built in the bay of St. 

!\1aria de Galve a fort of four ball:ions, which he 

called St. Charles, with a church and fame 

houfes : and this was the ll:ate in which this place 

was found when M. de Serigny laid fiege to it. 
The company of the wefl:: baYing feized the 

opportunity of the rupture between the two 

crowns, to procure the only port which is found 

on all the coall: of \V eft Florida, M. de Serigny • 

began by affc: mbling a council of war, the refult 
of 
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no o K of which was, that M ._ ffrs. Bienville and Cha .. 
XI. 
.-- teaugue fhould call together at the Mobile all the 

1 71 9· favages, allies of the French, all the inhabitants, 

voyageurs, and fett lers, and r hat they fhould con
duB: them by lz..nd to Penfacola, whilfl: the three 

veffels in which were embarked a hundred and 
fifty foldiers, fhould enter t: e bay. All this was 
executed with much fecrecy and diEgence. On 

the ,14th of May, at ten o'clock in the morning, 

lVI. de Serigny entered the bay: Don John Pe
tro Matameros, governor of Fort St. Charles, 

\~.dw was not in a condition to attempt a defence, 
fent to the governor of Sr. Jofeph to demand 

aflil1ance2 but he was not allo\ved time to receive 
it. Serigny kept up a brifk firing for the fpace 

of fix hours, when the governor fent a captain of 

infantrv to demand of the French commander 

he real on of fuch unexpected hofliliry. l\1. de 
Ser'gny fent back this officer, accompanied by a 

French captain, who informed Don John tbat 

war againfi Spain had been publifned in France 
on the L-tth of }<muary, and fummoned him ro 

furrender the place The gO\·ernor lrith the 
advice of his council requefied to be Clllowed 
time until the foliO\\ ing day, which he obtained; 

but afterwards reflecting that \ ith a hundred and 

fixty men which he had in the fort, without any 
hope of receiving timely fucc urs, it \\'as not 

• pofllble to refill fix hundred men, who attacked 

him by ~ a, and [even hundred men by land, h~ 

conceived 
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conceived it more prudent to endeavour to ob

tain an advantageous capitulation, than to expofe 

himfelf to the confequences of a vain refifl:ance, 

:md therefore the fame day furrendered on 

terms. 

On the 29th of J ~ne, Don Alphonfo Carrafcofa 

having fct fail from Vera Cruz for the purpofe of 

retaking P enfacola, \Yith eight hundred and fifty 

men, including regular troops, volunteers ar_,l 

m::lrines, in t\\:elve Chips and three frigates, aru 

ri ,·ed at St.Jofeph, and fent one of his lieutenants 

to the goYernor of the fort, to learn the fituation 

of the French. From the information of defer

rers it was found that no repairs had been maJe, 

that the ifle of St. Rofe and the point of Se

guen<;a were abandoned, and there could be 

little doubt that the French commander would 

furrender at the firfl: fummons. 

Carrafcofa entered the bay, and landed a de

tachment of fifty men, who took poifeffion of 

poi. t Seguen<;a, which is the weftern extremity 

of Sr. Rofe. Fifty French foldiers deferred to 

them, and informed them that, on the approach 

of the Spanifh troops, the gates of the fort would 

be opened. The garrifon was compofed only of 

deferrers, illicir traders, and people who had been 

compelled to embark for Louifiana. After fome 

firing on both fides~ the Spanilh commander 

fent to the governor, requiring him to furrender 
n p himfelf VOL. I. ~ 
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himfelf and his tmops prifoners of war, declaring 

that if he delayed until his batteries were formed, 

no quarter would be allowed. M. de Chateaugue 

requefied until ten o'clock next morning, to de

liberate upon the fu bjecr, and was allowed if; 

but in the mean time the Spanilh commander 

took poifeffion of all the paifages by which the 

favages might come to afiift the French, and the 

p~ace was furrendered at the appointed hour. 

The SpaniarJs aftenvards we!1[ to the fettle

ment on the Iviobile, where they received a 

check, and likewife attempted to take the Iile 

Dauphine, but were repulfed. 

The Count de Champmelin, Cbef d' Efcadre, 

having arrived on the 3 r fl: of Augufl: in view of 

the lfle Dauphine, anchored n ext day in the 

road with five fhips of war, and t\\ o veifels of the 

company. He met in the canal two Spanifh 

polacres, ,~: hich were intended to fi:op the com

munication of the ii1and with the 1\Iobile; but 

at fight of ~is fquadron they made fail for Penfa

cola. 1\I. de Bienville aifembled all the favages 

and Frenchmen he could find , and conducred 

th m to IOe Dauphine. A council of war was 

held, wbere it was fettled that the fort of Penfa

cola fhoulJ be invefted by land with five hundred 

favages, znd that Serigny iliould accompany De 

Champmelin, to ferve him as a guide along the 

eo aft, and to the entry of the port. Ou found-

mg 



HISTORY OF CANADA. 

ing the harbour, twenty feet of water were found 
on the bar, at ebb tide, and the fquadron enter
ed, and received the firfl: fire from the fort. The 
Spaniards had three frigates, one of which was 
funk, and foon after the fort furrendered. The 
French general fent to fummon the governor of 
Penfacola to furrender, with all his garrifon, as 
prifoners of war, and to inform him, that in cafe 
of refufal the whole !hould be put to the fword. 

J\1. de Bienville, who had furrounded the place 
with fiye hundred favages, and a hundred and 
fifty Canadians, already refufed to treat with 
him, and conceived that if De Champmelin would 
allow him to aifault the garrifon, it mufl: inevi
tably be carried. He defired his lieutenant to 
communicate this to the governor, who however 
fent him away without any anfwer, but his offi
cers to whom he communicated the fummons 
obliged him to recal him ; he then ?eclared that 
he furrendered. 

It was deliberated whether the fort of Penfa
cola fhould be preferved. There was no want 
of foldiers to guard it, but the greatefl: part were 
men of infamous charaCter, who had deferred 
from the troops of France, or who had been 
compelled to ferve by force; and experience of 
the paft, evinced how little they could b~ trufl:ed. 
It was therefore refolved to defl:roy the bafl:ions 
on the land fide, to preferve only two facing the 

PP2 port, 
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port, and to leave there an officer , two ferjeant s, 
twenty foldiers, and twelve favages. 

In the mean time the fort of the Natchitoches 
was well fupported, and feveral fettlers came to 

thar neighbourhood in tbe hope of enriching 
themfelves by commerce with the Spaniards : 

their hopes however v:ere fruitlefs, and they were 

thereby prevented from efl:al;lifhing themfelves 

on more folid foundations elfewhere, which con

tributed to their ruin . IVI. de Bienvil!e received 
this year an order from the court to fend thither 
JV1. de St. Denys , 1..vbo departed on tee beginning 
of the following year with a reinforcement of 

troops and ammur:ition, anJ was there joined by 
his lady. r.I. de B:enville efl:ablifhed anew th e 
head qu~rters at the Biloxi, and there fixed his 
reGdence with the greateft part of the troops and 
the directors of the company, of whom he was 
the chief. .Nothing furth~r "·as apprehended 
from the Sp:mi<!rds: the opportunity was favour

able for ef1ablifhing the fettlers, who were· fre

quently arriYing from France, and who, if pro
perly difhibuted, would have been enabled in 

the courfe of a few vears to fettle the borders of 
.J 

the l\'Ii!11fippi as high as the Ilinois : but the 

:\'hole of the attention of the direB:ors of the 

company was beftowed on making approaches 
towards the SpanLnds, or to prevent them from 

dbblilhing themfelves in the vicinity of Louifi-

ana. 
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ana. M. de Bienville, agreeably to this fyfl:em, 
formed the defign of taking poffeffion of the bay 

of St. Bernard, but he made a bad choice in the 

perfon to whom he confided the enterprife. 

This officer entered the river Magdalen, at which 
he arrived in hi:; way, afcended its CO'.Hfe feveral 

leagues, and every where found favages on their 
guard, and refolved not to fuffer fl:rangcrs in their 

country. He notified to them that he was come 
to form an alliance, and to render their condition 

better; but they replied, that they were con

tented vvith their Hate, and preferred their liberty 

to all the advantages which could be offered 

them. This officer neverthelefs found means to 

conciiiate the good opinion of fome of their prin

pal chiefs, and ro retain them. He fet fail and 

carried them to the Biloxi. 11:. de Bienville 

blamed much this treafona!Jlc s:;ond ucr, and caufed 

the favag es to be re-conducted to their country. 

On the follO\ving year int e llig~nce was received 
that the Spaniards of Vera Cruz had built a fort 

in the bay Sr. B:::rnard. Pc:nfacola was refl:ored 

to Spain in confequence of a treaty of peace. 
The troops and !tores \Vere removed to 1'-Jew 

Orleans, which now be>came the heaJ quarters , 

and an officer with a fmall detachment was left to 

guard the Biloxi. A company of Swils, with 

their captain, h;;~.ving embarked in a f:n<:lll veliel 

with ammunition and prov!flons, deferted and 

pp 3 went 
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JJ o o K went to Carolina. This defertion was followed 
XI. 

1722. 

by others, and thus Louiflana became more 

weak every day: it became neceifary, therefore, 
.that reinforcements fhould be fent from France 

to repair thefe loifes. The governor of Caro
lina wrote to M. de Bienville to advife him of 
the arrival of Brandt, and his Swifs company, 

and hinted to him that he ought to inform the 

court of France of [o great a diforder, which 
could not fail foon to bring entire ruin on the 

colony. This fettlement had been peopled by 

men who were fent thither by confhaint, or by 

fettlers, who found not the advantages which 

they had been led to expeCt : both, thet efore, 

thought of nothing elfe but to abandon it : a 

great number perifhed by mifery or difeafe, and 
the population declined with much greater rapidi
ty than it had advanced. The deferrers on their 
parr protefled, that the neceility to which they 
were reduced for the \vant of the necefEuies of 
life, obliged them to go in fearch of fuflen~mce 
elfewhere. The mofl difcontented were the 
foldiers, to whom nothing but bread was given, 

whilfl provifions were diflributed to the work
men of the company, and even to men who had 

been galley flaves, who were in the employ of 
individuals. To add to thefe calamities, there 

arofe on the 12th of September, at ten o'clock 

at night, a hurricane on the IVIiilifippi, \vhich 

lafied 
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lafled with unremitting violence nntil next day 
at noon, and whofe effects were felt in the coun
try of the Natchez, and as far as the Tiiloxi. 
All the houfes and huts of New Orleans were 
either overthrown or damaged. Th~ veffels 
were thrown upon the land, and the canoes and 
batteaux tota11y deflroyed. 

The Chicachas were always hol1:ile to the 
French, but their hoflilities were confined to 
fome furprifes, which obliged thofe who travelled 
to proceed with precaution. They however re. 
laxed in their operations, and prefented to the 
Sieur Grave the calumet of peace, which he ac
cepted. But the colony, although it had no 
longer any inconvenience to apprehend on the 
part of this people, not only the mofl: brave in 
Louitlana, bur alfo the mofl: formidable on ac
count of their connection with the Englifh, foon 
experienced that the fidelity of the Natchez could 
not be depended on, notwithfl:anding the flrict 
watch that was preferved over that people, natu. 
rally deceitfu I. Tnefe b:ubarians no fooner 
perceived the French, occupi~d with other ob
jects, pay lefs attention to their conduct, than 

they began their infults, and difplayed all their 
anirnof1ty. Unfavourable accol)nts were like
wife received from the Ilinois. M. de Boifbriand 
informed, that the people of the Rock, and the 
Pimiteouy, were befieged by the Outagamis, 
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B o o K embarked with the Chevalier ci' Artaguette and 

~ the Sieur de Tifne, both captains, feveral other 

qzz. officers, and a detachment of a hundred men, to 

relieve them: he had previoufl y given orders to 

forty Frenchmen and four hundred fJvages to 

proceed by land to Pimiteouy, and to wait his 
arrival there; but both detachments learnt on 
the way, that the Outagamis· had retreated with 

the lofs of a hundred and twenty men. This 

fuccefs, however, prevented not the Ilinois, al

though they only fufiained a lofs of twenty men, 

fome women and children, from quitting the 
Rock, and the Pimiteouy, where they were kept 

in continual alarm, and coming to unite with 

thofe of their nation who were efiablifhed on the 
l\liffifippi. There being no\Y no obrtacle to the 

irruptions of the Outagamis, on the river Ilinois, 

the communication of Louifiana \Yith New France 

became much lefs praCticable. They received 
fome time afterwards a confiderable check from 

the Sieur de Si:. Auge, an officer commanding 

Fort Chartres on the Ilinois, who baYing · ra\rn 
a great number into an ambufcade, cut al1.ofl 

the whole in pieces: other parties lefs numerous 

fhared the fame fate foon aft rwa ds. But their 

fury increafed in proportion to tl e iminution 

of their force, and they founJ the means of com

municating their hofiile rage fo fuccefsfully t -:.1 

the new enemi s whi h the Fr onch h2 raifed on 

the 
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the 1\Ii!Iifippi, that the latter weie infefted by 

favages, \Yith whom they had no caufe of hoflili. 

ty, and ,-,ho gave no quarter when th ey could 
furprife or attack with advantage. 

:Many of the N atchez openly declared them

felves againfl the French, a:1d the brother of the 

great chief \vas at their head . To procure a 
du~able accommodation with this people, it was 

neceffary that the man who was the author of all 

the evil i110uld be delivered up to the governor 

by his own brother ; and there were no means 

of com pelling him to that meafure. The good 
concluct of the Sieur Delietto was alone able to 

dreft it. He had gained fuch an afcendency 

over the mind of the great chief, that he per

fuaded him to form the refolution of going him

felf to fm-render his brother to the difcretion of 

the general, who pardoned an enemy who was 

humbled. They !hewed to each other reciprocal 

marks of confidence, and there was every ap

pearance that this concord would have been lafl

ing, if M. Delietto had lived much longer. A 
certain degree of diflrufl and precautim1 on the 
part of the French, would doubtlefs have pre

vented thefe favages from conceiving any other 

than pacific fentiments towards them, and have 

averted the fubfequent evils which took place. 

No ecclefiafl:ics had, until this year, been in

troduced into the colony : fome father capuchins, 
having 
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having been fent over from France, were di!hi

buted among thole fituations which contained 
the greatefl: number of fettlers. To efl:ablilh 
miilionaries among the favages was an object of 
confiderable importance, and it appears fame
what fingular that the French had fo long over
looked it, efpecially as the example of the Ilinois, 

• 
which hau now for fix years been incorporated 
with Louifiana, fufficiently evinced the beneficial 
confequences refulting from that fyfl:em. 

As foon as the company announced to the 
Jefuits their intention to eftablilh millions among 
the fange nations of Louifiana, a great number 
made offer of their fervices ; bu: as the fuperiors 
could not accord to all permiffion to confecrate 

themfelves to that duty, the direcrors thought it 
neceifary to place thofe who firfl: arri\·ed, in the 
places where there were no ~:apuchins : whence 
it happene that the Natchez, \\·ho:n, of all the 
peop!e in the province it \\' a n neceifary 5rfl: to 
enlighten, were allo\ved no mi~Iionary; and the 
error which in this refped: wa cmnmitted, was 
not difcovered until it was too late, and h d be
come irreparable. Provifion at the fam,e time 
was made for the education of the French fe
male children of the capital and its environs, by 
bringing U rfulin s from France; and not to 
multiply eltablifhments in a colony which had 
not }et began to aifum any for m, the fame 

8 f1ilers 
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fifl: ers \ ere char_;ed with the dir"'Cl:ion of the u o o K. 

hofpital. ___:::.._, 

In he month of Oaober l\I. P::rrier, lieutenant qzG. 

of th e nurine, was nominated comnnndant-ge. 

neral of L ou:Gana , in the place of M. de B!en. 
ville, who re turned to France. Although there 
appeared no difl:urbances in the colony, the 
new commanJcr foon faw the neceffity of hav: Dg 
more trooos t 1an thofe he found there. The • 
more he became acquainted with the favages 1 the 
fironger \vas his conviaion that he fhould never 

be a'Jle to fi.- Llem in all:ance with the French ; 
that it was doubtful whether they fhould not be
come enemie~, and the means of fecuring tran
quillity \\'aS to ganifon all the pofl:s, fo as to have 
nothing to fear from their reftlefs and unfteaJy 
d ifpofition. He howe\'er did not much p:efs the 

company to fend him troops until three years 
afterwards, when he mad~ a demand of three 

hundred regular and good foldiers. H :s requeft 

was not only not complied with, but it was af

ferted that he wifhed for an augmentation of 
troops, in order to adopt aggreffi ve meaf ures, 

and to iignalife himfelf at the expence of the 
com pany. · 

He foon re marked, that, to avoid the impor
tunity of the favages, who are continually making 
demands, rhe only means is to appear not to be 
in want of their ailifl:ance. They will then vo-

luntarily 
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luntarily follow the Europeans) and if th~y fhould 

feem dilfatisfied, they can only be told they were 

not invited. Although it is necelfary in fame 

meafureJ in ordtr to avoid quarrels with them, 

to gain their attachm nt by prefents, yet their 

fidelity can never be depended on, fo far as to 

produce a total exemption from infult. 

The tranquillity which Louifiana enjoyed fince 

peace had been made with the Natchez and 

Chicachas, was only a deceitful calm, which 

lulled the inhabitants, whilfl- there was preparing 

for them a fiorm, whofe defl:ruftive effliCts were 

averted by an accident, and \Yhich might have 

been fatal to the whole of the French colony: 

it proved difafl:rous to thofe who had not time 

to prepare again!l it, on whom its fury burfl 

forth. 

For fame years the Chicachas had been form 

ing a deflgn of defl:roying the colony of Louifi

ana, and of putting to death every Frenchman. 

Their intrigue had been conducted with fuch ii -
crecy, that the Ilinois, the Acanfas, and the 

Tonicas, to whom they were afraid to communi

cate it lefi: their attachment to the French lhould 

induce them to reveal it, had not the rnofi: di!l:ant 

conception of what was in cant mplation. All 

the other nations had entered into it; each was 

to maffacre the inhabitants of a particular difhitt, 

and all were to commence their operations on 

the 
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the fame day. Even the TetraB:as, the moll: B o o K 
• XI. 

numerous natton on the continent, and always ,_____, 
a1lied to the French, had been gained over to 1720· 

join in the confpiracy, at leafl: thofe of the Eall:, 

who are fl:ilcd the Great N ,nion ; thofe of the 
\Veil:, or the Little Nation, were not compre-

hended in it; but they kept for a long time the 
fecret, and it was only by accident that they 
made a difcovery, when it was too late to give 
advice to all the inhai)~tants to be upon their 
guard. 

1V1. Pierrer having learnt that the firfi: had fame 
difagreement with !VI. Diron d' Artaguette, com
mander of the fort of the ·Mobile, invited the 
chiefs of the \V hole n:ltion to affemble at New 
Orleans, holding out to them the hope of an 
entire fatisfaB:ion to all their complaints. They · 
accordingly came thither, and having explained 
the fubjeB: for which they were called together, 
they told the commandant-general, that the'ir 
nation was much pleafed that he had fent an 
officer to refide among them, and that he had 
i!lvited them to vifit him. T hey faid nothing 
further, but returned with a flrong inclination 
not to fulfil a promife they had made to the 
Chicachas, of defhoying all the habitations which 
were dependent on fort Mobile, and to allow the z7z9• 

Natchez to execute their par~ of the project. 
Of this the latter afterwards reproached them in 

prefence 
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B o o K prefence of the French. There could be no 
.._::;_, quefl:ion that their dellgn was to oblige the 

I7 2 Y· French to have recourfe to them, and by this 
means to profit by what would be given them, 
to engage their aid, and by the plunder th ey 
fhould derive from the N atchez. 

Thus was the commandant-general ignorant 
of his fituation, on the e 'e of fecing a part of the 
colony defhoyeJ by enemies, whom he did not 
diflruft, and betrayed by allies, on whom he be
lieved he nJight place reliaace, and who had been 
one of his principal refources. It wou .d have 
been no difficult m~tter for thofe whom the Chi

cachas had gained to t eir interefl:s, to fucceed 
in the execution of their defign, as no French 
habitation was proof aga·nfl: a furprife. There 

were [i veral forts in different parts of the coun
try, but, except that of 1\Iobile, they were con
firucred with flake-, many of which had zone to 
decay; and had the.y been in a fiate of defence, 
they coulJ have proteCl:ed from the fury of the 
favages bu a fmall nu~nber of the nearefi dwell

ings. The French conceived themfelves, befides, 
in fuch a fiate of fecurity, that the ravages might 

eafily ha\'e ma{lacred the whole, even in thofe 
fituations which were the befi guarded. An in
fiance of this took place among the N atchez in 
the following manner. 

Between 
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Between l\_. de Chepar, who commanded at 

this pofl:, and thefe favages, a mifunderflanding 

had arifen, but it appeared that they had carried 

their diffimulation fo far, as to perfuade the 

French that they had no allies who were more 

faithful than themfelves. He thereupon became 

fo little difpofed to difl:rufl: them, even on a re
port having fpread that the Natchez had fome 
evil defign againfl: the French, that he put in 
irons feven inhabitants who had come to afk per
million to aifemble, and arm themfelves, in cafe 
of a furprife. He carried his confidence fo far 

as to receive thirty favages into the fort, and as 

many into his quarters and their environs. The 

reft were difl:ributeJ among the houfcs of the 

inhabitants, and the !hops of the artificers, two 

or three leagues above and below their village. 
The day ap?ointed for the execution of the ge
neral confpiracy was not yet arrived, but two 

circumfl:ances determined the Natchez to antici

pate it. The firfl: was, that there arrived at the 

landing-place fome batteaux loaded with mer

chandife, for the garrifon of this pofl:, for thofe 

of the Y afous, and for many inhabitants, and 

they wiihed to take poifeffion of them before the 
diflribution was made : the fecond, that the com

mandant had received a vifit from fome of the 

mofi: con!iderable perfons of the fettlements, who 

were then with him : they therefore conceived, 
that 
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that on a pretence of going to the chace, to fur .. 
nilh M. de Chepar with frefh provifions to regale 
his guefls, they rr1ight all arm, wi bout any caufe 
of fufpicion. Th<2y made the propofal to the 
commandant, who agreed to it with pleafure, and 
immediately they went to purchafe from the in

habitants fufils and ammunition, for which they 

paid in money. 
They afterwards fpread themfelves through all 

the fettlement, publilhing that they were going 
to the chace, taking care that their nu::nber 
fhould in every place exceed thofe of the French . 
They fung t:le czdumet in honour of the com

mandant and his com p:m y, after which they re
turned each to his po.1 . Immediately on three 
reports from a fufil being fir d from M. Chepar's 
quarters, they every \Vh re began the maffacre. 

1'he command<ll t ai d 1is gue~s vere firfl killed : 

there was no r Gfiance cut in .the houfe of M. 
de la Loire, principal clerk of the company of 
the In dies, who had ' ith him eig 1t men. They 
fought until fix Frenchmen and eight favages 
fell; the remaining two Frenchmen made their 
efcape on horfeback. Previous to the execution 
of their purpofe, they perfuaued feveral negroes, 
among whom were two drivers, to join them. 
They had brought the others to believe that they 
fuould be free with the favages, that the wives 
and children of the French fhould become their 

flaves, 
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!hves, and that they iliould have nothing to fear 
from the French of the other pofis, becaufe the 
mauacre WJS gpneral throughout the whole. It 
appeared, however, that the fecret had been con• 
fided to a fmall number only, lefi it fhould have 
been difcovered. Two hundred men periilied 
almo(i at the fame infi:ant. Of all the French 
who were at this pofi: only twenty-five efcaped, 
with five negroes, the greatefi part of them 
wounded. An hundred and fifty children, 
eighty women, and as many negroes were 
taken. 

During this maffacre the Sun, or great chief 
of the Natchez, was feated in tranquillity under 
the tobacco ilied of the company of the Indies. 
The head of the commandant, and thofe of the 
principal Frenchmen were brought him, which 
he caufed to be arranged around the firfl: : the 
bodies remained without fepulture, and became 
a prey to dogs and carnivorous birds. The bar
barians fpared two Frenchmen, on account of the 
utility they hoped to derive from them: the one 
was a taylor, and the other a carpenter. They 
did not treat with cruelty the negroe and favage 
flaves \vho furrendered themfelves without refift. 
ance, but they ripped open the women big with 
child, and defiroyed almoft the whole of thofe 
who had children at the breafi, becaufe they im
portuned them with their cries and lamentations. 

voL. r. Q...<L The 
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B o o K The rell were made flaves, and underwent the 
~ greatefl indignities. 

1729· When they were affured that there remained 
no longer any Frenchmen in their country, they 
began to pillage the houfes, the magazines, and 
bateaux at the landing-place. To deprive the 
women and the Haves of all hope of recovering 
their liberty, they were alfured that the malfacre 
had been general throughout the colony, and 
that not a Frenchman by that time exifled in 
Louifiana. Some, however, had faved them
felves in the woods> where they fuffered much 
from cold and hunger. There was one who had 
the boldnefs to leave his concealment, to go to 
warm himfelf at a houfe which he perceived. 
As he approached it he heard fome favage voices, 
and deliberated whether he ihould enter. He 
at length determined to expofe himfelf to hazard, 
preferring a violent and immediate death to the 
calamity of peri!hing gradually, which appeared 
to him inevita~le in the prefent extremity. But 
he was agreeably furprifed at the reception which 
he met with from the favages, who were Yafous, 
and who, after comforting him, furni!hed him 
with provifions, clothing, and a \\·ooden canoe 
to tranfport him to Orleans.. Their chief even 
charged him to alfure M. Perrier, that he had 
nothing to fear on the part of his nation ; that 
it remained alway~ faithfully attached to the 

French 
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French, and that he would go with a party of B o o K 

his men, to notify to all the French whom he ~ 
fhould meet defcending the river to be upon their 17 2.9. 

guard. This perfon, on his arrival at New Or-
leans, found the inhabitants in a fiate of the 
greate 1 alarm. Intelligence of the maifacre had 
already been received by the firfl:, who had 
efcaped from the N atchez, and great apprehen-
fions were entertained for the fafety of the 
Frenchmen efl:ablifhed among the Yafous. On 
the tefl:imony given them by this perfon of the 
humane treatment he had received from that 
people, fome hope was entertained, but this was 
of iliort duration. On the 1 nh of December 

father Souel, a Jefuit, who was miffionary am<?ng 
the YafouS', at that time mixed in the fame village 
with the Corrois and the Offogoulas, returning on 
the evening from a vifit to one of the chiefs, reo 
ceived, whilft he was paffing a river:~ feveral fhot 
from fufils, and immediately expired. His mur-
derers forthwith betook themfelves to his cabin 
in order to plunder : his negroe aCl:ed on the 
defenfive, armed with a large knife, and 
wounded one of the favages, but was foon over

oowered. 
4 

Early next morning they came to the fort~ 
which was not more difl:ant than a league from 
their village. It was fuppofed, on feeing their 
arrival, that they came to fing the calumet to 

~Q....Z the 
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the Chevalier de Roches, who commanded in the 
ab fence of M. de Cod ere: for although, from the 
Natchez to the Yafous, the difi:ance was only 
forty leagues by water, and fifteen by land, they 
were yet ignorant at this lafl: pofl: of what hap
pened fifteen days before at the former. The 
favag.es were permitted to enter the fort, and un
expeB:edly attacked the French, whofe number 
was only feventeen: they had not time to adopt 

any means of defence, and not one of them 
efcapec:l. The barbarians fpared four women 
and five children, of whom they made flaves. 
The Offogoulas were then at the chace: on their 

return they were fi:rongly folicited to enter into 
the confplracy, but they uniformly refufed, and 
withdrew to the Tonicas, whom they knew to be 
firmly attached to the French. 

Some fufpicion of this lafl: misfortune was en
tertained at New Orleans, when the arrival of 
father Doutreleau, a Jefuit miffionary of the Ili

nois, placed it beyond a doubt. He had embraced 
the opportunity, whilfl: the favages were occupied 
in the chace in winter, to defcend to the capital, 
there to regulate fome affairs which concerned 
his million. He intended to fi:op at the habita
tion of father Souel, of whofe death he was ig

noraQ.t, but fearing lefl he fhoulcl not arrive there 
before noon, he went to celebrate mafs at the 
entrance of the river of the Yafous. As he was 

making 
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making preparation for this ceremony, a canoe 

with favages arrived at the fame place : they were 

afked of \Vhat nation they were, and they an
fwered that they were Y afous, friends of the 

French, prefenting at the fame time provifions to 
thofe who accompanied the miilionary. Some 

wild fowl happening then to pafs, the Cana

dians, who had only two fufils, difcharged them, 

and as the father was ready to begin mafs, they . 

did not think of re-loading. Of this the favages 

took notice, and placed themfelves behind the 

French, as if they wifhed to hear mafs, although 
they were not Chrifl:ians. Whilfl: the Jefuit was 

engaged in his devotions, they fired upon the 
French, wounded him, and killed one of his 

people: he then hafl:ened to his canoe, into which 

the two remaining parts of his attendants had 

thrown themfelves, and believing him dead, they 

had made towards the centre of the river. He 

fwam towards th em, and as he was getting into 

the canoe, turned his head to fee if they were 

not purfued : he received in his face a difcharge 

of flugs, which however did not much wound 

him. He took the direCtion of the canoe, and 

his two men, one of whom had his thigh broken 

by a lhot, they made every exertion to efcape. 

The fa vages purfued them for an hour, keeping 

up a con ti nued difcharge, but as they found they 

{:Ould not over take them, they went alhore. 

Q;_ q_3 Having 
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Having arrived at the Natchez, and ignorant 
of what had there taken place, they approached 
the landing with a deGgn of repoGng themfelves; 
but perceiving all the neighbouring houfes either 

burnt or defhoyed, they were afraid to difem

bark. Some favages who difcovered them in 

vain invited them to approach, by !hewing them 

every demonfl:ration of friendfhip, but they paffed 

as quickly as they were able. The barbarians 
then fired. on them, but they were beyond the 

reach of their fhot. They wiG1ed alfo to pafs 
the bay of the Tonicas without fl:oppinf!;, bu t, not
withfl:anding all their endeavours, a canoe which 

was detach~d to reconnoitre them foon over.

took them. They gave themfelves up for loft, 

when they hear cl fome perfons in the canoe fpeak 
French. They were conducred aili oj·e, where 

they found troops affembled \vho were going to 

take vengeance on the N atchez. 

M. Perrier was informed, on the 2d of Pe
cember, of this new difafl:er. He detached a 
captain with fome troops to order the inhabitants 

on each fide of the river to be upon their guard~ 
to form redoubts at convenient difl:ances from 
each other, to place their flaves and cattle in fe

curity: this was executed with much prompti

tude. He recommended to the officer to obferye 
the fmall nations on the banks of the river, and 

to give arms to no favages, but to thofe to \Yhorn 

6 h~ 
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he was infirutl:ed to give them. A courier was 

at the fame time difpatched to notify to the Te

hacbs, who were employed in the chace on Lake 
Pontchartrain, to repair to him. There arrived 
next day at New Orleans a canoe, in which was 

a Tehacra, who demanded to fpeak to him pri .. 

vately. This man told him, that he was much 

concerned for the death of the French, which he 

would have prevented, if he had not confidered 

as devcid of truth what the Chicachas had re

ported, that the favages propofed to defl:roy all 

the French habitations, and maffacre their inha

bitants. He had fcarcely heard this favage, when 

others from the fmaller nations came to warn him 

to place no confidence in the Tehaftas; and he 
at the fame time lea-rnt that two Frenchmen were 

~illed at the Mobile. They were unable to dif
cover the authors of t~1is affaffination, but it was 

publifhed throughout all their canton, that the 

Tehacras were to fall upon the fort, and the whole 

of the fettlement. The commandant-general 

wiCned to conceal thefe news from the inhabitants, 

who were already too much under the influence 

of fear; but they foon fpread every where, and 

the confl:ernation became fo general and fo great 

that the whole colony trembled. 
He difpatched St. Michel to France, to inform 

the court and the company of the mtlancholy 

{late of Loui!iana, and to folicit fupplies propor-
Q_ o_ 4 tionate 
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tionate to the neceflity to which the colony wa~ 
reduced. In the mean time it was with difficulty 
he could re-affure the inhabitants, and counteract 
the effects of defpondency produced by fuch a 
fucceflion of unfortunate events. He learnt that 
the fmaller nations had been gained by the Chi
cachas, and if the Natchez had not anticipated 
the day. fettled for the execution of their plan, 

they would all have aCled together. 

M. Perrier had not yet developed <\11 the 

fprings of this inhuman policy; it however ap
peared certain, that had it not been for the con
duB: of the wefrern Teh<~.B:as, the general con
fpiracy would have .had its full operation. 
Therefore he did not hefitate to make ufe of them 
as an infrrument of puni!hing the Natchez2 \\hat
ever it might coil him. Two veifels of the com
pany happily arrived at New Orleans, and he 

wilhed no longer ~o defer . marching againfr the 
enemy, perfuaded that he could not roo fooq 

engage the TehaCl:as to replace the fmall nations 

in the interell: of the French, or at leaft to retain 
them in a ll:ate of neutrality. He knew how

ever, that he run fome ri!k in beginning the war 

with fo little force, and he fent M. le Sueur ro 
engage in his favour the favages iq the neigh~ 
bourhood of the Mobile, who formed a body of 
feven hundred warriors, whom he conducted to 

the Natchez. M. Perrier caufed to afcend to 

the 
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e Tonica the two vetfds of the company. 
He fent nLlrengers by land to notify at all the 
polts what was going forward, and took the befl: 
Jl e.tfure~ he c0uld to fortify New Orleans. He 
gave to the Coc: alief Louhois charge of the ex. 
pedition againfl: the Natchez, it being thought 
necelfary that he. fhould himfelf remain at New 
Orleans in C:lfe of an attack. An officer with 
twenty-fi \'e me.1 was detached to reconnoitre the 
ene, .. y : whilfl: he\\ dS landing, a quantity of fhot 
from fufils wa · poured upon his party, which 
killed three men, and he himfelf and two others 
were taken prifoners. Aexr morning the Natchez 
fent one of thefe wo _ J M. Loubois, to make 
fome propofltiol, :) ; ut.l t they affeB:ed a degree of 
haughtinefs, which !hewed a great confidence in 
themf.:lves, and a contempt of the French. 

They demanded as hofiages a French officer, 
an cl the great chief of the Tonicas. They after
wards (oecified in a long detail all the merchan
dife which they required for the ranfom of the 
women, children, and ilaves which they had 
among them ; and although their conditions 
were exorbit~nt, they appeare_d to fuppofe that 
the French would be happy to comply with them. 
The foldier was detained, and no anf wer given ; 
and on the fame day they avenged themfelves 
by b~uning, with circumfl:ances of the moll: ag. 

gravated 

6or 

BOOK 
XI. ...._..,_ 

1729· 



6oz 

BOOK 
XI. 

c.---,.._ 

HIS TOR. Y OF CANADA. 

gravated cruelty, the officer and foldier who re

mained in their hands. 

On his arrival at the Natchez, M. le Sueur 

began his attack. It appears that they were yet 

ignorant that the army was in the bay of the 

Tonicas, where it was incapable of refiraining 

the interefied impetuofity of the favages, which a 

defire of booty and of fharing a part of the pri

foners had incited. They charged the enemy fo 

briikly, that they killed eighty men, made fixteen 

women prifoners, liberated upwards of fifty 

French women and children, the two artificers 

whom the Natchez had fpared, and a hundred 

;md fifty negwes, male and female. They would 

have carried their victory much furth er, if fome 

of the negroes who had been gained by the 

Natchez had not taken arms in their favour, anq 

guarded their fiore of powder. 

M. de Loubois fet out from the bay of the 

Tonicas with two hpndred men, and fome field-:

pieces, and arriv~d on the 8th of February at 

the Natchez, where he encamped around the 

temple. On the 1 .2th the cannon \vere brought 

before on~ of their forts, and as it \vas conceived 

thefe preparations, efpecially after the check they 

ha received, would h av~ difpofed them to fub

mit to a l that would be demanded of them, they 

were ac c1 u,.~nted , that, by their early fubmiffion, 

they might avoid entire defiru~ion; they were~ 

ho\rever, 
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however, more refolute than ever to defend 
themfelves. Next day a fire was begun with 
feven cannon, at two hundred and fifty toifes 
from the fort, which were fo badly managed, that 
after fix hour of continual difcharge not a fingle 
fiake was thrown down ; a circumfiance which 
threw the Tehattas into bad humour, and the 
infolence and avidity. of thefe favages, who wan .. 
tonly expended a part of the ammunition with 
which they were furnilhed, tended more to dif,. 
courage the French commander than the defpe .. 
rate manner in which the Ndtchez defended 
themfelves. He again wifhed to try if the be
fieged were become more re<\fonable, and fent 
an interpreter W'ith a flag to fummon them; but 
they recei {ed this envoy w~rh a difcharge from 
their fufils, which flruck him with fuch terror 
that he abandoned his flag. It would have been 
fei;3ed by the enemy, had not a French foldier 
refcued it. The Natchez made, the fame day, a 
fortie, with a defign to furprife Loubois, who was 

lodged in the temple, but they did not fucceed. 
':fhe favages, to the number of three hundred, 
made a feco nd fortie, and attacked in three 
different places; they furprired a pofl: in the 
trenches, a~ which were thirty men and two 
pfiicer:>, \7ho immediately fled, believing they 
were attacked at the fame time by the Natche~ 
and the Tehattas; they wer~ ready to take pofm 
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B o o K feffion of the cannon, when the Chevalier d' Ar
~ taguerte with twenty.five men hall:ened thither, 

1 72 9· repulfed the enemy, and regained the trenches. 
On the 24th a battery of four pieces of cannon 
of four pounds was eftablifhed at the diflance of 
a hundred and eighty toifes from the fort, on 
which the befieged fent the wife of the Sieur 

Defnoyers, whom they entrufled with their 
terms. She was detained, and no anfwer was 

given. A chief of the Tehauas afterwards ad
vanced with a party of his people to fpeak to the 
befieged; on this they confented to give up the 
prifoners, but they at the fame time declared, 

that the French mufl: be fatisfied with that mea
fure, and that the army with the cannon mull: 
firfl be withdrawn to the borders of the river; 

and lhould they remain before the fort, that they 
would burn all the prifoners. This lafl: confi
deration determined M. Loubois to comply with 
their demand, without however lofing fight of 
the defign of preventing the efcape of the Nat .. 
chez. The prifoners were deli\'ered to the Te
haB:as, and the Natchez made their efcape, 
The only advantages derived from this expedi
tion, were the releafe of the prifoner: ~ anJ the 
ef1ablifhment of a fort, on the fame fpot to \\ hich 

the arn. y withdrew. The Chevalier d' Artdguetre 

was left with a garrifon to maintain it, anl! to m
fure d:e w1vigation of the river, 
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The Tehactas, after renderinr:r to the French 
b 

all the fervice in their power by acting in concert 

with them, excited difgufl: by their infolent and 

ferocious conduct. Their afiifl:ance was however 

neceifary, and it was the interefl: of the French 

to conciliate their friendfhip. The Y afous, the 

Corrois, and the Tioux, were not fo fortunate as · 

the Natchez : the Akaufas fell upon them, and 

made a great Daughter; there remained of the 

t\YO firfl: tribes but fifteen favages, who went 

to join the N:Hchez; the Tioux were totally 

ddhoyed. 

~ome fupplies of troops having arrived from 

France, and l\1. Perrier finding his prefence now 

lefs neceifary at New Orleans, fet out for Mo

bile, where he had invited an aifembly of the 

fa\'age c~iefs , not to demand their ailil1:ance 

againfr the Nat hez, but to regulate fome affairs 

relating to commerce. Having in a great degree 

attained the objeCt of his journey, he returned to 

the feat of government, where he found a fmall 

army, which he had ordered to be aifembled, in 

readinefs to begin its march. He firfl: fent two 

Canadians before, to learn the Hat~ of the ene

my, and of rhe fort which fo rmerly belonged to 

the French. Two hundred men were embarked 

on the _9th of D~cember, compofed of three 

companies of the marine, fome failors and voluri .. 

tt:ers. 1\I. Perrier follow·ed, with two companies 
of 

6os 
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B o o K of fufileers, and one of grenadiers, compofing 

~ likewife two hundred men: he was joined on 
1729· the way by a hundred and fifty militia. On the 

2oth, all the army having met at the Bayagoulas, 

a Colapi!fa chief arrived with forty warriors of 

his nation. On the 22d the army departed from 

the Bayagoulas, divided into three bodies ; the 

negroes were difperfed among the different ca

noes, and the favages who were not yet all 

aifembled, were to form a feparate corps. It 

was learnt that a canoe, in which \vas twenty-five 

Frenchmen, had been attacked by the N atchez, 

and that fixteen of the number were killed or 

wounded. Intelligence was likewife brought that 

the Akaufas, having no account of the approach 

of the French, and tired with expectation, had 

returned to their country. Part of the army 

waited for fome time in the bay of the Tonicas, 

there to afTemble the favages who had not yet 

joined. 
1 73I· The general again met the army at the en-

trance of the Red River, having \\'ith him a 
hundred and fifty favages of di I crent nations. 

Thefe were detached, together v;·ith fifty volun

teers, to proceed before the army, under the 

conduft of the Sieur de La ye, captain of militia, 

and to furround the Natchez wherever they could 

find them. But this detachment did not proceed 

far, becaufe the favages were not well difpofed 

for 
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for the expedition. The general had recom
mended great precaution in concealing them
feh·es from the enemy' but his orders were in
effectual, becaufe the favages, who acknowledged 
no authority, and preferved no difcipline, conti
nued to fire upon the game which prefented it
ftlf; it was therefore extraordinary, after a long 
march, conducted with fo little fecrecy, they 
fhould have found the enemy in their fort. 

They arrived there on the 2oth of January, 
and orders were immediately given to invefl it; 
as they advanced fo near as to be able to fpeak 
to the enemy, the befieged made ufe of much 
invective : the trenches were opened, and the 
people on both fides were employed in fkirrnilh .. 
ing the refl of the day and all the following 
night. The mortars, and every other article 
neceffary for a fiege, were next day difembarked, 
and fome !hells were thrown into the fort. The 
befieged made a fonie, killed a Frenchman and 
a negroe, and wounded an officer, but they were 
quickly repulfed. On the 22d fhells were thrown 
the whole day, without any material effeCt; but 
before two days more had elapfed, they hoifled a 
white fiag. The commandant ereCted a fimilar 
flag in the trenches, and a little time afterwards 
a favage advanced with two calumers in his hand. 
He requefled a ceffation of hofl:ilities, offering to 
furremder all the negroes they had in the fort. 

The 
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The commandant required that the chiefs ihould 

come to him, in order to fettle th~ terms of 
peace. The envoy returned to the fort, and 

brought back to the French eighteen negroes. 

In delivering them to the general, he faid that 

the Sun or chief would not leave the fore: that 

he ardently wifhed for ptace with the French, 

but upon condition that the army lhou1d imme
diately withdraw: that if this meafure was adopt

ed, he w~mld give his wort~ that his nation ihould 

never commit any act of hoflility againLt the 

French, and that he was v.illing, if it was defired, 

to re-efl:ablifh his village in its ancient fituation. 

The gc:neral anfwered, that he would lifl:en t-o 

no propofal, ·unlefs delivered by the chiefs in 

perfon : that he would aifure them of their fafe

ty; but that if th ey came not the fame day, no 

quarter would be given. The Sun at length 

c:1me out accompanied by two chiefs, and was 
conducted to M . P 'rrier's quarter , where four 

centinels were placed oyer them. One of them, 
not\vithfl:ancting, found means to efcape in the 

night, and to draw "' irh him from · the fort a 
great part of the favages \ rho defended it. There 

remained not above feventy warriors, \'rho hac no 

chief, and th.e fear of falling into the hands of 

the enemy, if they fhoulJ attempt to efcape fepa

ratcl y, obliged the gre· tei1 part of them to re
main {hut up. In the mean time the French 

had 
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had ceafed from firing, and as it had continued 
inceffantl y to rain for three days, the befieged 
fuppored that the French would be lefs exaB: in 
guarding the paifes, in which they were not de
ceived. About eight o'clock in the evening it 
was difcovered that they were efcaping. Imme
diately fe\'eral French foldiers were ordered to 
purfue, but they paffed along the courfe of a 
fmall river which ran between the quarters of 
the militia and r'hofe of one of the divifions, and 

when the French took poifeilion of the fort~ the· 
Natchez were at a confiderable difl:ance from it, 
with their women and children. The favages 
acting with the French, refufed to purfue the 
N atchez, and there being no longer any enemy, 
the general made a difpofition fot returning. 
The Sun with his attendants and family were 
embarked in a fmall veifel called the St. Louis. 

It was not long before the N atchez rendered 
themfelves again formidable, and the impolitic 
and unjufl:ifiable conduct of the French, in fend
ing to be fold at St. Domingo as flaves, the Sun, 
and all thofe who had been taken with him, had 
more enracred than intimidated that nation, in 

0 

whom hatred and defpair had converted their 

natural haughtinefs and ferocity into a fieady 
valour, of which they were conceived incapable. 
In the month of April the great chief of the 

VOL. I. RR Tonicas 
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B o o K Tonicas defcended to New Orleans, and related 
~ to M. Perrier, that being engaged in the chace, 

1 73 1 • four Natchez came to prefent themfelves to him, 

· and to intreat him to endeavour to effeCt: an ac
commodation between the French and their 

eountrymen, adding, that all, and even they who 

had withdrawn to the Chicachas, requefled to be 

received into favour: that they \·.-ould fettle 

themfelves wherever the general fhould point 

out, but that they !hould prefer being in the vi

cinity of the Tonicas. He therefore had taken 
the journey to New· Orlea.ns, to be acquainted 

with the general's pleafure upon that fubjeB:. 

It was agreed that they fhould efl:ablifh them

felves at two leagues from the village of the 

Tonicas, and not nearer, in order to avoid every 

occafion of difpute between the two nations; but 

that he fhoulJ infift above all that they fhould 

come unarmed. The Tonica promifed that this 

order !hould be conformed to ; in the mean 

time, as foon as he retu rr.ed, he recei'i'ed into his 

village thirty Natchez, afrer having taken the 

precaution to difarm them. A fc:w days after

wards the chief who had efcaped arrin:!d among 

the Tonicas \Yith a hundred men, their wives 

and children, having firfl-. concealed among the 

canes around t~e vi:Iage fifty Chicachas and 

Courrois. 'The gr at chief declared to them, 

9 that 
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_;hat he was prohibited from receiving them un. 

lef: they furrendered their arms. They replied, 
that fuch was their intention, but they intreated 

his indulgence to retain them for a little time, 

left their women, feeing them thus difarmed, 

might believe them pnfoners, and deflined to 

fuffer death. To this he confented, and diflri

buted proviGons to his new guefts; the feaft 
ended in a dance, which continued till after mid

nightA The Tonicas retired to their cabins, 

doubting not that the Natchez would likewife go 

to reft. An hour before dawn of day the Nat

chez, Chicachas, and Courrois entered all the 

.cabins, and killed every one whom they found 

afleep. The chief, alarmed by the noife, run 

into the midfi: of them, and killed five Natchez 

with his own hand, but overwhelmed by num

bers he fell, together with twelve of his attend

ants. His war chief, not difmcwed by the lofs, 

nor by the flight of the greateft part of his 

warriors, rallied a [mall number, with whom 

he regained the cabin of the great chief; thofe 

who fled returned to him, and after an obfi:inate 

contefl: he remained mafl:er of the village. 

As foon as intelligence of this affair reached 

New Orleans, a parry under the orders of the 

.Chevalier d' Artaguette was detached, to end ea. 

vour, as foon as pollible, to perfuade the favages 
R R 2 to 
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B o o K. to purfue the Natchez. M. de Crefnay w~ 
XI. 

,___,..__ alfo ordered to fecure thofe who had furrendered 

' 
1 73 r. themfelves to him, but his aid major, to whom 

he had entrufl:ed the care of them, having left 

them their knives, they, at a time when leaft 

expeCl:ed, feized eight fufils, and ammunition, 

with which they fired tJntil feveral people were 

killed. Their chief had defcended to New Or
leans with fifteen men, where they were feized, 

fent to the ifland of Thouloufe, and put in 
irons, which they found means to break; but 

not having time to effeCt: their efcape, they were 

all killed. 

The party of Natchez who had failed in their -

attack on the Tonicas, v.·ent to rejoin their coun

trymen who had, by the Black River, efcaped 

from M. Perrier at the fiege of the fort. Hav

ing found them, they went together to the 

Natchitoches, where M. Saint Denys was pofi:ed 

with a few foldiers, and laid .fiege to his fort. 

That officer fent immediately an exprefs to the 

commandant to demand fuccour, and Loubois 

was fent with fixty men to reinforce him ; but 

he was informed on his way, that the Natchez 

were repulfed, but had poffeffed themfelves of 

the village of the Natchitoches> and had en

trenched themfelves there. M. de Saint Denys 

~aving received a reinforcement from the Aili-

nais 
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nais and Attacap1s, to whom fome Spaniards 

had joined themfelves, attacked their intrench

menrs, and killed eig~ty-two, among whom were 

all their chiefs. The remainder had betaken 

themfelves to flight, and were purfued by the 

N atchitoches. So many lo!fes, and particular! y 

that of their chiefs, had fo completely difperfed 

the Natchez, that they no longer compofed a 

nation; but a fufficient number flill remained 

to diflurb the inhabitants of Louifiana, and to 

interrupt their commerce. To remain upon 

friendly terms with the Chicachas was no longer 

poffible: they delayed not openly to declare 

themfelves. Their number amounted to a thou

fand warriors, befides about a hundred Natchez 

and fame Courrois and Yafous. This was fuffi

cient to keep the colony in alarm, and it appeared 

to be upon the eve of fupporting a new war, 

which its prefent force did not promife that it 
fhould be able foon to terminate. 

The Chicachas, the mofi fierce, and at the 

fame time the mofi brave of all the nations of 

Louifiana, waited for a confiderable time before 

they threvwr off the maik. They had taken fuch 

meafures for with!hnding the French, as gave 

reafon to fuppofc that their neighbours were 

concerned with them, of which proofs not alto

gether equivocal foon appeared. They began 
by 
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by fending a tru!l:y negroe to explain to his 
countrymen who were among the French, that 
it depended on themfelves to recover their liber
ty, and to live in rrarrquiHity and abundance. 
As he conducred his intrigue with much addrefs, 
he was attended to by his countrymen, and it 
was only by a negroe woman that the confpiracy 
was difcovered. They had agreed, when the in
habitants of the town fhould be at mafs, to fet 
fire to the different houfes, and to take that op
portunity of efcaping. On the evidence of this 
woman, another female, who was a principal 
agent in the confpiracy, and four men who were 
alfo leaders, were feized, and funher proofs ap
pearing againfl: them, were punifhed with death. 
This example, which evinced to the other ne
groes that their fecret was difcovered, was fuffi
cient to reflrain any further attempts. 

In the mean time, the T ehaClas , part of whom 
had been gained by the Chicachas, had difre
garded invitations wh ich the Sieur Regis had 
made them on the part of the geneial, to fend 
three huntlred of their warriors to j oin the 
French ; but forty of their people having been 
killed in a ikirm~ih by the la tte r, this check in
duced them to fo rm an alliance wi rh th em. 
The Chicachas then turned themfel ves to\vards 
the Miamis, the llinoi3, and the Akau[a~ , but 

t hey 



HISTORY OF CANADA, 

they found thefe people faithful to their engage- B o o K. 

ments with the French, and relinquifhed every ~ 
hope from thofe quarters. The Ilinois delivered 1731· 

up to the general three ambaffadors who had / 
been fent to them up ,.m that miffion: thefe were 
furrendered to the Tehachs, who burnt them at 
New Orleans, and thereby extinguifhed every 
hope of conciliation with the Chicachas. 

Such was the fituation of the colony when 
M. Perrier expecred to be recalled, becaufe he 
underfiood that his condud had been difapproved 
of by the company of the Indies; he was how
ever furprifed to receiv~ a new commiilion ap

pointing him governor of Louifiana for the King. 
From the beginning of this year the company 
had refolved on the retroceilion to his Majefiy 

of the grant which he had given them of this 

province, and of the country of the Ilinois, and 
alfo of the exclufive privilege, on condition of 
being allowed the power of granting permiilions 
to merchants of the kingdom inclined to trade 
with that country. This refolution was foon 

after confirmed by a decree, and by virtue of 
letters patent from the King, M. de Salmont, 
who acred at New Orleans as chief commifiioner, 
took poffeffion of the country m name of the 
Moft Chriflian King. 

M. Perrier 
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1\ti. Perrier was not allowed time to profit by 
the meafures which he had taken to carry on the 

war againfl: the Chicachas. He preferred to 

be engaged in a fervice in which he had been 

reared, to expeditions which can· by no means 

be compenfated by the credit acquired from 
them, and he was relieved by M. de Bienville 

whom he had fucceeded. The new governor 
found himfelf engaged in a war with the Chica

chas, ,which lafled for many years. A war, in 

which the Chevalier d' Artaguette and a great 

number of brave officers periil1ed. In this war 

alfo perifhed a Jefuit named Senar, who, forg~t
ful of his own fafety, was impelled by hum,mity 

to adminifler comfort and relief to the wounded, 

until all hope of his retreat was cut off. 
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