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HE Manuftript of this 'Journal h4pning 
tQ fall, snto m; HAnds, a~Jd hAving 

JAewn it. f(J /ome Perjons well vers'd in theje 
:Affairs, they were of Opinion it deferv'd to be 
printed; efpeciaUy at this Time, when Travels 
Are fo much in Requeft, t~nd in Regard this is 
now feafonable, on .llccount of the Defcription 
it gi'V iS of the famous River Miffifipi and of 
tli.e €~untry of Louifiana, where it is intended 
to make great Settliments. Be fides, this Re-
lation is un,ommon, curious and ingaging, 
hoth in Regard tfJ the Honour and .Advan-
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Eor. what I an extraordinary Strength, 
whaf a Vigour of Boeiy and Mind was re
q'uifite for him to proje&, to undertake 
and to go thro) with fo unufual, fo. bold 
and fo difficult an Enterprize. A Difco
very of above eight hundred Leagues of 
barbarous an,d unknown Count~ies, ' with
out any beaten Roads, without ~owns, 
and without any' of thofe Gonveniencies, 
':Y~ich re~der Travelling more eafy in all 

B 3 · · othe;~ 
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other Pa rts. All the Land-Carriage is re .. 
duc'd to walking afoot ; being often with
out any other Shoes but a Piece of a Bul• 
lock's Hide wrapp'd about the Feet ; car .. 
rying a Firelock, a Snapfack, Tools and 
fome Commodities to barter with the Na
tives. It is true that accidentally and but 

· v.ery rarely a Horfe is found to help out a 
· little. 

If they muft venture upon the Water, 
there are only fome wretched Canoes, 
made either of the Barks ofl'rees or of ul- .. 
locks Hides, and thofe they uft often 
carry or drag along the Land, when the 
Falls of the Rivers obftruC:bmaking ufe of 
them. All the Bed is lying on the bar 

, Ground, expofed to the Inclemencies of 
the Air, to be devour'd by Alligators ana 
bit by Ra tle Snakes ; without Bread, 
Wine, Salt and all other omforts of Life, 
and this for fome Years. The Diet alto
gether confifts in a poor Pap or Hafty-Pud
·ding made of the Meal of lndi4n Corn, 
Fi 1 n half broil' cl or ill boil'd, and fome 
:Beef or wild Goats Fle{b, dr.y'd in the Air 
and Smoke. Be/ides, what a Trouble is 
it to inven Signs to be . unaerfiood by fo 
many feveral Nations, each of which has 
it's peculiar Language? All this. an A~
venturer mufr reiolve with himfelf to go 
through, who defigns to make Difcoveries 
in (;.Jnifda ; and it would be hard to believe 

this 
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·:his, did not all thofe who write of it e ·• 
:aelly agree iA this Particular. 

However that Country is good and 
pleafant, at leaft towards the South, whicfl 
is wHat is here fpoken of. The Tempara
ture of the Climate is admirable, the Soil 
excellent for Tillage, and it is extraordina
ry fet·til in all SGt·ts of Grain and fruit ; 
which appears by thofe the Land produces 
of it felf in great Plenty. The Hills and 
Woods pro~uce Cfimber for all Ufes and 
Fruit :rrees, as well of cold as hot Cou n
tries. There are Vines \Vhich :want but 
i de I provement; there are Sugar

Canes, lat;ge Mead0ws, and navigable Ri
vers full of Filli. It is true they are in· 
eil:ed with A.l1i~ators, but with a little 

Care they ar~ to •oe avoided ; as may d1e 
Rattle-Snakes, \Vhich are extraordinary 
veno ous, ut ~ever bite unlefs they ate 
burr. There are thoufands of 'vild But .. 
locks, larger than ours, their Fle!h good, 
and inftead Gf Hair, they have a Sort of 
curPd Wool extraord~nary fine. There are 
Abundance of Deer., wila Goats and a I 
Sorts of wild Fowl, and more efpecially 
of IT'urkeys. As there are Poifons and Ye
noms, fo there are immediate ar~.q ~'oq· 
der ful ntidotes. 

We muft not look there for rich and 
flately Cities, or lofty tructures, qr any of 
liofe Wonders of ~rchiteEture, qr fhe Re ... 

A 4- · ~'lins 
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mains and ancient Monuments of the · 
nity of great M~n; but we 1n~y t~1~1 e ad
mire Nature in tts beautiful Stmphcay, as 
it came from the Hands of its Creator; 
\\'ithout h.a ving been alter'd or depra v.ed 
by Ambition or Art. . . 

But is fo vafl: and fo beauttful a Coun
try only for Bealls, Birds and Fillies!. 0 
inconceiveable W ender ! :Yhere is an to
finite Number of People, divided into Na
tions, living in Cottages made of the Barks 
of Trees, or cover'd with Reeds or Hides, 
when they are not abroad at War, or Hunt
ing, or Filhing, almofi naked, without 
any other Bed but a Bullock's Hide, or 
any Houlhold-Sruff but a Pot or Kettle, 
an Axe and fome Platters made of Bark. 
'!'hey take their SufienanGe, as it comes 1n 
their Way, and like the Bea fts; they have 
.no Care, do not value Wealth, ling, dance, 
iinoke, eat, ileep, hunt, filh ; are indepen .. 
dant, make War, and when an Opportu
nity offers, take Revenge of any Inj.ury in 
the m oft cruel Manner they are· able. Such 
is the Life of thofe Savages. Tho' there 
be fome in the Southern Parts, not quite 
fo ftupid and. brutal as thofe in the North, 
yet they are both Savages, who think of 
~ 1othing bur what is prefent, love ,No
thing but what is obvious to the Senfes, 
incap~ble of comprehending any Thing 
that 1s· Spiritual; iharp and ingenious in 

. . . what 
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what' is for their own ~dvantage, without 
any Senfe of Honour or Humanity ; h9rri
bl y cruel, perfectly united . 01mong them
felves to tlieir Nation aqd their Allies; but 
revengeful and rnercilefs towards their E
nemies. To conclud~, · their Shape, tho' 
hideous, fl1ews they are Men ; but their 
Genius and Manners render them like the 
worft of Bea!ts. 

A modern Author, who has, liv'd in 
Canada, and in other Refpe8:s has '-VTit 
well enough, has per has fancy'd, he might . 
diftinguiili himfelf, and be thought more La !i[· 
underltanding than other Men in difcove- ;~~ ~/;.· 
ring the Genius of thofe People, by affign· 'o~;f;: 
ing more Ingenuity and Penetration to :;~! 4 

St.· 

the Savages, than is generally allow 'd wher~i~ re 
them. HG fometimes makes them to argue ~~n~:;s 
too ftrongly and too fubtilely againft the ,~~fcr.uf . 
Myfteries of Chrifrian Religion, and his 
Relation has given juft Occalion to fufpe~, 
that he is himfelf the Libertine and Talk-
ing Savage, to whom he has given th 
artful Malignity of his Notions and Ar
guments. 

As for the Genius of the Savages, I ar 1 

of Opinion, we ought to believe the ~1if
fioners; tor they are not lefs capable tl an 
other Mea to difcover the Truth, and they 
ha~e at leaft as much Probity to make it 
luiown. It is likely, that they, who have 
or a·n hundred Years paft, wholly a ply'd 

!< · • · them-
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tbemfelves, according to the Duty of tfieir FunCtion, to ftud y thofe poot~ Images of Men, fhould not be acquainted with them ? Or would not their Confcience have checi{'d them, had they told a Lye 

in that Particular ? Now all the Miffioners agree, that allowing there are forne Barbarians lefs wicked and brutal than the reft ; yet there are· none good, nor thoroughly capable of fuch Things as are above the Reach of our Senfes ; and that . whatfoever they are, there is no relying on them; there is always caufe to fufpea them, and in fhort, before a Savage can be made a Chriftian, it is requifite to make him a Man ; and we look upon thofe Savages as Men, who have neither King nor ,Law, and what is mofl: deplorable, no God ; for if we rightly examine their 
~entiments and their Aetions, it does not 
ppear that they have any Sort of .Religion, or well form'd Notion of a Deity. If fotne of them, upon certain Occafions, do fometimes own a firft or S.overeign Being, or do pay fome Veneration to the ·Sun. As to the firft Article, they qeliver themfelves in fuch a confufe ¥anne.r~ and with fo n1any Contradiaions and Extravagancies, that it plainly ap~ears, t_hey neit~er know nor beheve anythu~g of 1t ; and·as for the 

fecond, it is only a bare Cuftom, withou~ ny rious RefleS:ion on their Part: · · · · 
.4 
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· A mife able Nation, more void of t 1e 
Ligh of, Heaven, and even that of Nature, 
than fo many other Nations in . he Eaft 
Jndies, who, tho' brutal and ftupid as to 
the Knowledge of the Deity, y.et are 1ot 

itho~t fosne Sort of \V,orfhip, and hav~ 
their Hermits and F4kirs wl14l endeavour 
by the :BraB:ice of horrid Penances, to gain 
the Favour of that Godhead, and thereby 
fhew they have fome real Notion of it. 
Nothing of th1t Sor.t is to be found among 
ou -Amer.ican Savages, and in Conclufion, 
it may be faid of them in General,. that 
they are a People ~ithout a God. 

Our French, who are born in Canad4. 
all of them well!hap'd, and Men of Senfe 
a-nd Worth, cannot endure to have their 
Savages thus run down. They affirm they 
are like other Men, and only want Ed u
cation and being improv'd; but befidei 
that we may believe they fay fo to favc 
the Honour of their Country, we advance 
nothing here but what .is grounded on the: 
ReP.Ort of many able and worthy Rerfons; · 
who have writ of it, after being ~en in-

, form'd on the Spot. We are thereto re apt 
to believe, that there i a Diftint.tion to be 
made at prefent between two Sorts of Sa
vages in C1.nada, viz. thofe \Vho have been 
converfant among the Europeans for fixty 
or eighty Years pafr, and the others who 
are daily difcover'd ; and it is of the attcr 

' that 
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that we fpeak here more ~articula_rly, and 
to whom· we affign all thofe odtous and 
wretched Qualities of the S~ vages of Nortll 
Anurica ; for it is well l{nown, that the 
firft Sort of them·, as for In fiance, the Hu
rons, the Algonquhu, the lroquois, the ljli
nois and pe haps fome others are now pret
ty well civiliz'd, fo that their Reafon he
gins to clear up, and th~y may bec9me ca
pable of Infiruaion. 

Amazing and incomprehenfible, but at 
the fame Time adorable Difpofition of Di .. 
vine Providence ! We fee here a vaft TraCl: 
of the Earth, of an immenfe Extent, of a 

'OndcrfuJ Soil for Tillage and Fertility ~n 
all Sorts of Fruit anCJ Grain; of an admi-: 
rci ble Ten1perature as to the 'Air, which 
a 1 pears by the very numerous Inhabitant~ 
bexng fcarce fubjeB: to any Difeafes, and in 

.. that tl:cSex,which,among usisweak,is there 
· r:;:g J o· ,trong and Vigorous, bringing fortQ their 

~ Children with little or no· Pain, and fuck-
1ing them amidft Labour ·and Fatigues., 
without any of thofe Miferies they are li
able ro in our Countries. Yet that vaft 
and beautiful Country, defcrib'(l in tliis 
.. ournal, fo mucli fuvour'd witli Worldly 
.BJe(fings, has been for fo many 1\ges de
ititute of the Heavenly • 
. ·r~e infinite Numbers of P~op-le inliaoi
I .g 1t are Men, and have fcarce any thing 

b lt tl1e Shape; they are God's Creatures, 
' and 

J ! 
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traordinary Toils, go to find out i>r us, dot 
only numerous Objeas of our Cu.riofity 
and A:dmiration, which were before Un• 
known to us, but iWho a1fo d'if~over to us 
a numerous K'n ed, which is not ever 
the lefs fuch, for having been f~ ie>ng un, 
known to .us. · iWhat if it be br.titaJ and 
i (iocible, ir w·n be the more Mevitori0ut 
to Ea 0ur at Civilizing of and making it 
capaoie of receiving the Eights of Reafoa 
and of Faith. e can ne:ver fu.tlU!ientl)f ex~ 
prefs our Gr~itnda to tliofe mmo gp~ 
llemfelves to nh.e makiag of new Difco

veries ; the mnrc: iffi:cuhies tliu 3ltte 
them, the more are beQ.olclia~ thofu: , 

ho undertake them. Suppdl\ng tha 
&var··ce, Ambicioo, a reffl fs- memper, o~ 
a defperate Fortune, are ve~ often dte. 

ccafions of fqcb Undertakings; ¥et God 
h aan dra G d out ofJ Evil, riiakes all 

tfro Raffions fubfer.~ieu to his Glocy;, and 
the &cllvation ofl his Ele&; ·and if. long 
'Tr.avels oo not: commonly. ma:ke Saints of 
the 'fra velle.Iis, it is their own Fau t. 
However, they at leaft prepare· tlte Way 
to the Sanctification of fo many Barba,ri 

os, beating· a Road for the Miaioners, 
who go to inftruct thofe People. Thus all 
the world is beholden to them ; the sa .. 
~·ages for the Kno\vledge of Gc;>d that is 
procur'd them ; ana we for finding by 
their Means an infinite NumbeCJ of Peopl~ 

before 
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Witnefs, and ' in'a natural, plain an <I par.: 
ticu1ar Manner,· O'ef~r~~s to be credited ; 
but being only a Journal, it is not. capable 
of admitting of Ornaments or Embellifh
ment·s. . Tile Reader 'Yill •be ·pleas)d to 
excufe the Repetition of the fame. Words 
in it, on Accguut of the Impo·ffibility of 
doing otherwi1e, and will think it enough 
that theBarrennefsofthe Narration is made 
Amends for by the ~uriofity of. the Sub
jeas. I am of Opinion the~ fmall.Notes I 
have aoded will nor be difpleafing, becaufe 
they explain fome Pa-rticulars, which are 
not very intelligible· o fucli as are not us'd 
to read many '.Dra vels. 

After having fai~ ~he Good and the Bad 
of this :North .America, mentioning the 
Beauty and E;tc~lleru:y of its Climate and 
the Brutality of its People, and recited the 
infinite ~ardfl1ips,th'ofe who defign to tra· 
vel muft refolve tb undergo, I am of Q ... 
pinio~ it wilJ be proper to fay fomething of 
the late Monlieur de la Sate; who is the 
princiP.al Perfon, and as it were, the Hero 
of this Relation, ~o' having been ·murder
eo by his own Men, ~ e fell the unfortu
nate Victim of the Difc overy here treated 
of. It is alfo convenient tg make known 
what went before that, which is contain'd 

. in tliis Journal, and t·he prefent baP.P.Y 
Con~equence o£ that fatal Bnterprize. 

Here 



[ XV] . 
Here follows what I have of tny own 
particular Knowledge, and By \Vhat has 
been written. 
• R_obert C4vtlier, com~only cal1'd .Accounr of 
Monfieur de la Sttle, a Nattve of Roan, lt!rmfi~ur 
of a good Family, having b en educated de la Sale 

-n Piety and Learning, went over very 
young into Canada and took Delight in 
rJ:rade, but more in ProjeCts of new Dif
coveries up the Inland ofthofe vafi Coun-
tries. Intending to fettle there ana make 
that nis Country, he purchafed an Ha:. 
bitation in the ltland of Mont-real, where 
has Been built the fecond Town ofCAna-
JJJ, fixty Leagues above R.f.tebeck, which 
is tfie .. capital, being alfo a Biilioprick, 
and the Refidence of the Governor, the 
lntendant and the fupreme Gouncil .. 
THere are but only tliofe two owns in 
the Country, oefides fome Villages.Ttiey 
are Both feateCI on the great River of St. 
~attr.ence, which coming from tne S. w. 
is form'd or increa fed by die Waters of 
nve prodigious frefh Water Lakes, run-
ning out one into another, and through 
them it paffes to run down to difcharge 
itfelf in the Ocean, at ~ very fpacious 
Mouth, making Way for the Ships that 

. tlefign to penetrate into Canada. 
Many Difcov:eries had been made to 

the Northward, before l\1onfieur de l~t 
· a ~ Sale,s 
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Sale's Tirne; becaufe there being Plenty 
of very good Furs, the Traders of R_ue
beck and Mo»t·real, by Means of the Ad
venturers call'd Wood-Men, from their. 
tra veling thro' the Woods, had penetrated 
very far up the Country that Way; but 
none had advanc'd far towards the South 
or South-Weft, beyond Fort Fron1en11c, 
\vhich is on the Lake OntArio, the n~reft 
this Way of the five great Lakes.. How
ever, upon the Report or the Native~ 
it was fuppofed, that great and advanta
geous Difcoveries might be made. T-here 
had been much Talk ot: tht r.ich Mines of 
St. Bttrbartt, in the Kingdom of Mt.xi&o 
and fome were tem11ted to give them a 
:Vilit. . . 

Something was knQwn of the famous 
River M~/]ijipi, which it was fuppofed 
might fall into the South S~ and opea 
a Way to it. Thefe Conj.clures work
,i,ng upon Monfteur de la SAle, whq being 
zealous for the Honour ofhis Nation, de-

hTis Ch.t.· fign'd to fignalize the French Name, on 
raau. Account of extraordinary Ditcoveries, 

beyond all that went before him; he 
forn1'd the Defign and refolv~d to put it 
in Execution. He was certainly ver:~ fit · 
for it, and fuceeeded at the Expen(;e Of 
l1is Life ; for no Man has done fo much 
in that 'V ay as he did for the SP!ce of 

twenty 
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twenty iYears ·he fpent in that Employ· 
ment. He was a Man o£ a regular Be-
haviour, of a large Sou1, well enough 
le rned~ and underfl:anding in the Matl e · 
maricks, defigning, bold, undaunted, 
dexterous, infinuating, not to be difcou
rag'd at any Thing, raady a extricatincr 
bimfelf out of any Difficultie~, no W a 
apprehenfive of the greateft Fatigues 
wonderful fteady in Adverfity, and what 

as or xtraordinary Wfe, well enoug 
verfed in feveral Savage Languages. M. 
de l4 Sale having uch extraordinary T -
ents, whereof 1e had given fufficient 
Froofs upon feveral Occafions, gain'd the 
Efteem of the Governors of Can ad a ; and 
Meffieurs de Courcelles, TAlon and de Fron
tena& fucceffively xprefs'd the fame, by 
often employing him in Affairs for the 
Honour. and Ad vantage of the Colony. 

!fhe Government of the Fort of Fronte- !I made 
nac, w hi eh is the Place farthefl: ad vanc'd Proprieror 

h S 
· d of Fon ong t e a vages, was commttte to Fronce-

him, and he going over into FraNce, in nac. 
the Year 167), the King made him Pro:.. 
prietor of it, upon Gondition he fho1.!ld 
put it into a better Condition than it was, 
which he did, as foon as return'd to Ca-
n,dtt. Thep came back again to Paris, 
full of the new Informations he had gain'd· 
touching the River Mi/Jijipi, the Country 
· a 2 it 
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runs through, the Mines, efpecialJy thofe 
of Lead and Copper, the navigable Ri· 
vers and the Trade that might be car
ried' on of Furs and the fine Wooll of 
thofe wild Bullocks, \V hereof there are 
infinit,e Numbers in the Forefls. Being 
alfo furnifh'd with better Accounts of 
that Country, than the Fables that were 
then publilh'd, by the Name of a Voy
age of the Sieur 'Joliet, he was we11 re
ceiv'd at Court, and difpatch'd with the 
neceifary Orders for proceeding on liis 
Difcoveries. 

Hi~ J«:pu· The great Reputation Monfieur de la 
tarwn Sale had gain'd and his ighty ProJ·eas rn.zkes E· ' ' 
Hctnies. occafion'd a Jealoufy in fame and Envy 

in others. His own Countrymen thwar
t~d his Defign ; but he furmounted all 
thoft; Obftacles and return'd into Can~tdll, 
about he Year 1678, with tfie Chevalier 
Tonty an Italian Gentleman, a Perfon of 

orth and that had ferv'd, whom he 
gai~'d to his Enterprize. He alfo pick'd 
up In the Country forty or fifty Perfons 
fit for that Expedition, and among them 
were three Recolets, \Vhom he car.ry'd 
over to try what might be done as to 
ChrifHaniry among the Savages ; he 
was well acquainted with, and had a juft 

· ~fieem for the Virtue, the Capacity an(f 
the Zeal of thofe good, religious Men, 

who 
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who alone £rfi undertook the Miffion 
into that new World, and who being 
feconded by others, have carry'd it on 
there, with fo much Edificacibn. 

Monfieur de la Sale having fpent t\VO 

Years in going and coming, frill thwart
ed by thofe who envy' cl him in tne Coun
try, to fuch a Degree, that had it not 
been for an Antidote, he muft have dy'd 
of Poifon given him by fome VilJaios, 
could not order his Affairs and begin his 
Expedition till the Year · 1 '8 2. He fet 
-out at length, and to the End his Difco-
very of the Mijjijipi might be · compleat, 
he caus'd Father Hennepin, a Recolet, 
with fome others, to travel to the North- source .'f 
ward, that they might find out the 1,';i.M•fii~ 
Source of that River, and they found it, 
about the 5oth Degree of North Lati-
tude. For his own Part, he proceeded 
to the Weftward and found the River of 
the ljlinois, whicti he call'd the River of l~inois 
Seignelay, and following its Courfe, RJ.vc:r. 

<;ame into the Mifjiftpi, where the other 
difcharges it felf. He then concluded 
he had no more to do, but to run do\vn 
to its Mouth, whether in the South Sea 
or the Gulph of Mexico. All along its 
Banks he found m a ay Savage Nations, 
with whom, by Mc:ans of his Prefents, 
be ~nter'd iota Alliances, and gav:e tbe 
· · a 3 Country 

~ 
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Country the Name of Lauijia;111, to ho ... 
nour the Name and Memory of our Au
guft Monarch, in whofe .Reign 'hofe 
Difcoveries were made. At length, the 
Courfe of the Mi/lijipi convey'd Monfieur 
de la Sale to its Mouths, as falling into 
the Gulph of Mexico in two Streams, and 
he arr\v'd there in the Month of .Ap.rit 
1682 or 168~, for the Dates of thofe 
who have writ concerning it, make ei
thet· of thole Years. He ftay'd there 
fome Days, to t_ake Obfervations and 
place fome Marks which he might know 
again, when he return'd. Being fatif. 
fied \Vith having found fame Part of 
what he fought, he eturn'd the fame 
Way he had gone, and came again to 
RJtebeck in C anAdt~, in order to go over 
to France, and thence to make a Tryal 
to nd that Mouth of the Mif/i(ipi by 
the Gulf of Mexico, which he had"alrea
dy difcover'd by the Way of Canada, and 
to fccure it ; for· he thought it much more 
advantageous to 1cnow it by the Way 
of the Sea, than to go thither by, ~and, 
becaufe the Voyage through Ca11Ada is 
much longet· and more trouolefome, 
and can be perform'd but once a Yea•·, 
. h~re~s by the Way of the Bay of Mex-
;co tt 1 not longer, l>ut is much more 
ommodious, and Jll'a y be perform'd 

;. in 
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in all Seafons, either going or coming. 
He was alfo fenfible that the faid Mouth 
being once difcover'd by Sea, afforded an 
eafier and fafer Communication with 
Canada, running up that noble River, 
the Navigation whereof is not inter
rupted by Falls, nor Ton·eAts or a ove 
txty Leagues towards its ource. 

Thefe Confiderations mov'd Monfieur 
de lp, Sale to take another '/ oyage into 
France, where his Expedition having 
been commended and his new Project 
approv'd of, the J(ing order'd him Vef
fels to return and carry on his Enter~ 
prize, the Particulars wher~of are to 
be found in this Journal. That Affair, 
fo well begun, fecm'd to p.romife very 
advantageous Confequences; but it mif
~arried through the Perfidioufnefs and 

ril1any of that noble Adventurer's own 

People. 
:fhis is what I have )udg'd migh~ 

ferve as an Introduaion to your Jour .. ne other. 

nal, if it fball not be thought to dilbo- ~~~.!.~~ 
nour it, you may place it before the faid is aJ rhe 

Journal, and that which follows at the ;•4•f;hc 
End of it, which will lbew how far that ••••• · 

reat Enterprize of the Difco~ery of th~ 
M.ifl!fipi ~a b~I carried~ . 

. ; 

". 4 
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THE 

R EF:ACf]. 
.. . 

Written by the 

Sieur de M IT C .E:( EL; .. 

Who Methodiz'd this 

Otwith(lt~;Jding the late Mor;jieur de 
la Sale's Poyage ht~t:i'a mojl unfortu .. 

nate End, as to his orvn Perfon, yet that will 
not hinder Pojlerity, from ever aUowing him, 
the Title of a m@_jf renowned Traveller. 

The Hiftory of his Enterprfze n'i/1 he 
Acceptable to future Jtges, for 14Jing liifore 
them, the extraordinary Genius, the invin
cible Courage, and the undaunted Refoiilti-
on of [t~&h " Man, who could &ontrive 11nd 

eJfeetJte 
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~Jf.e~ute the Means for difcovering the re• 
rnaining Part of the World. 
· And in ret1ard that the Particulars Of 
the Diflovery of thofe l4rge and immenfe 
Provinces, will always be the Objell of ctt .. 
rious and underftanding Perfons, it is not 
to be wonder' d, that after what has been 
1vrit by Father Hennepin, A- Recolet, the 
Chevalier Tonty and fome others, we here 
nor.v publifh an Hi(lorical 1ournal of the 
lA{f VoyageMonfieur de laSale undertook into 
the Gtilf of Mexico, to the C ortntry of 
Louifiana, to .ftni{h what he h4d. projeCfetl 

· t~:t his former Voyage, had not the Trea• 
chery of" his own Men cut him off. 

This 'Journ~ol of Monjieur Joutel, where
of Monfteur Tonty makes mention in the 
Bo11k that has been printed of the l•ft 
Diftoveries in America, Folio 319-, ha 
this peculiar, that it ex4Cily contains what 
bapned to Monjieur de la Sale, Day by Day, 
in that fatal Voyage, fince his Departure 
ftom Roche11_e to his Death, and till the · 
Return·· of his Brother Monjieur Cavelier 
the Prieft, Mo~J!ettr Cavelier his Nephew, 
the Reverend E_ather Anaftafius, the Re
eo/et, and the faill Sieur Joutel, who in 
Order to return to France, took th4t lontT 
'Journey by Land, from thi Gulf of Mexi
co to Canada, being li. Tr4if of 4bo7!~ 
Soo Le4gt~es. ·· 

,\ . 



PREFACE. 
Many Adventures of all Sorts, mop if 

fl'hich are TrAgi~al, 1vill pleafe the curious 
Reader; and a6ove all he wiU admire the 
Protec1ion ·of Divi;te Providence, in Co» .. 
dulling and Prefirving that [mall Co1J'J· 
pany throughout thofe vajl Regions, and a .. 
•ong fo many barbarous Nations. • 

We do not here pretend to Criticife upO» 
the Work of Father HenHepin, or th4t of 
Monfteur Tonty ; hut even their orv11 Fa
vottrers ca»not take it ill, tha.t this AtJthor 
does not fometimes fay as they do; thAt he 
f lainly delivers what he .farv, and that he 
e.xpofes to publick View all the 'l;ruths he 
Wlts An Eye U~'itnefs. to, without r;]agnifying 
or inventi11g. 

It is neverthelefs true, that they mAJ he 
all excus'd as to fo'Pe Particulars; Father. 
Hennepin and Monjieur Tonty may have 

jee1J 'fome Thingt, thAt did not come to tht
f(non'tedge of Monjieur Joutel; hut there is 

' .,: Fafl £!{great Confequence i1J the 'Hiftory. 
o/~ Monjieut de la Sale, which muft. not he 
f4fs,d over in Silenr:e. 

Jt is, that Monfieur Tonty, ~n his Book 
A/firms, that MoHjieur de la Sale at length. 
found the Mouth of the Miffifipi, And Mon
Jieur. Joutel 4Jferts the co»trAry, and f4Js, 
that is fo far from heing true, that during 
his /aft Progrefs towards the Cenis, when 
:IIH f4id Sieur Joutel wa.s with h,im, anrl 
' . ' :.. hlld 
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h1.d never been parted, Monfteur de la Sale's 
priwcipat Care was to enquire of all the N a
t ions they pafs'd throttgh, where the Mlffi!i
pi was, and. c~tdd ~!ever hear any thing of 
it; that thts ts evtdently made OtJt, becauje 
if Monfieur de la Sale bad found the Mouth 
of that River, he wot~ld infallibly have 
taken another H1 ay, and other Meafttres, and 
All the Appearances are on this Side, as may 
b~ feen in this Relation. 

However, this mu.ft be [aid in Behalf of 
Mon/ieur Tonty, that he deliver'd it up{)n 
the Report of Mon{iettr Cavelier the Priejf, 
t~nd Brother to Monfieur de la Sale ; 1vhicb 
Monjieur Ca velier might have Reafons t" 
give out they had dijcover' d the Miffifipi 
upon the fat»e Viervs as obtig' d him to con
ceal his Brother's Death. 

Now in regard we fhall fee Mon.fteur de l 
Sale, for fome time ranging along the Coajls 
of North America, to find out the Mo11t/J 
of that River, it will be proper to infor~rt 
thoft who have not feen his firft Voyage, and 
fhew them how it hapned that his Settrch 
prov' d in vain, tend he rvas oblig' d to latul 
in another Pta&e • 

.Af!er 1'\1onjietJ.r de la Sale had difcover' d 
that 'Uafl €ontinent, which is a Part of 

orth America, from Canada, by the Way 
cfl Montreal, gotng up the River of ~t. 
Laurcnce, then through the Country of the 
. . · . Iroquois, 
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!roquois, the Illinois tt11d others, all which 
e c a//' d Louifiana, his Dejign was to find 

A jhorter ttnd a fafer Way, thAn that he h4d 
Travell'd hy L4nd. 

For this. Reafon it was, that having upon 
his firft Dijcovery found the gre~t River, 
call' d hy the ]Jarhari4ns Miffifipi or Me- · 
chafipi, according fo Fttther Hennepin., 
and to whifh ~e gave the NAme o/Colber·t, 
iUe/!i!ig by its Courfe that it feU into the Ba~ 
of Mexico, he r,efo(v'111?it/; hifl}jeij tu j11~. ,, 
f!Ut the Mottth if it~ . -

In jhort, l;e ra~ dow~ th~t Rjver, with. 
more Danger and 1'oil tk::n can he imagin'd, 
found it parted into two S~reams and follow' d 
that wbi&h was m oft to t~e Northward, to t~e 
Pla~e t:vhere ~t is !oft in t~e Sea.. {le too.k, 
the Latitude that ¥outh '"J i'!, 11nd fount( 
it W4s hetween 28 and ~9 Degrees .t{orth, as 
.l'4on{iettr Jo~tel a/firms ~e heard ~im foy. 
H~ lift Marks there. retttr~'~ t.~e fame 
Way to C~nada tt11d theJ!ce i»:t~ France, 
weD pleafod .with /,is Difcovery, which would 
have been verY. glor:iou.s, ~ad b.e fu.cce~ded itt 
iJis {econd 1/oyttge. 

But whether he did not ta~e his J!dntfur~s. 
1·ight, when he made his Obfervations ajhore, 
o1' whether that River. dijgorges it [elf ttt ~ 
flat Co4jf, a11d onl.J leaves (ome inconjilie
TAbl-t ll111rk of its Channel fr;r fuch 4S come 
'} 'e"' ; it i~ tJJ1/ ~ert ~in,_ that whe» h~ 

CAme 
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came into the Bay of Mexico, he fought /or 
the fame Mouth in Vain, during the Sp_ac~ 
of thret Weeks, and was oblig' d to go ajhore 
to the S. W. of the Place, where it reA-IlJ 
WAS. 

Monfieur ~onty, in his Book, Fol. 192. 

tells tts, that he Jvas prefent when Monfieu'f 
de la Sale took the Latitude of the Mouth of 
the Miffifipi, at hisjirft 17 oyage, and Jays it 
was between twenty two and twenty three De
grees 'NtJrth ; but th~t is a Miftake, 
which trJU ft be a/ftgned either to the Printer, 
~r Tranfcriber,for in the Map the Jafd Mon
Jiettr Tonty has t~dded to his Book, he places· 
the [aid Mouth in about twenty fix De
grees and a Half of North ~atjtu'de, and 
there u !Reafon to believe he errs in t'ha 
~~ . 

Monfteur J o_utel 41Jd fome others Art of 
Opinion, that the :fl1ottth of that !Branch 
Mon(teur de la Sale went down, is · in the 
Bay of the Holy Ghoft, and aefuaUy between 
the twenty eighth and twenty ninth Degrees 
of North Latitude, as Mon(leur de la Sale; 
found it. As for the other Channel, the 
fame Sieur Joutel believes it is farther to .. 
wards tbe S. W. and about th.e Shoals they 
met with abot~t the 6th of January, t68), 
between the twenty feventh and twentj eightb 
Degrees of North Latitttde, when they JT'ere 

f~iling 
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failing along the Co11jf of the Bay of Mexi
co, and that ~hofo ShoAls were the Ma~ks 
of a River difiharging it fllf there, whtch 
they neg!elled to inquire into. If that he 
fo, Monjieur de I a Sale was vet:J near it, 
and even pajs' d along 6efore hoth the Mouths, 
hut unfortunately, without perceiving them, 
which was the maii'J C aufe of his Death And 
the Ruin of hi$ Enterprize. 

To contlnde, it muft he grttnted, that as 
the Return rf that fmaU. NurJ'Jher of Perfons, 
ftom 4 Country fo remote and through fo mA

ny Dangers, is a vijihle Effell of rhe Di
'Vine Protellion ; fo it is 4/fo an E./feel of 

, Heavenly 'Juftice to have preferv' d thofo 
U1itnejjes, and to hAve brought them Home 
into Monjiuer de la: Sale's Country, to re
trieve his Reputation, which had heen fol{J'd 
hy his Enemies. 

Mon(ie~r de la Sale wot~ld have heen Id· 
lun for a Dreamer, and even for an lm

4 

!tJ~or; his Enterprize h11d heen condemn'd, 
ttncl his Memory blajfed; but- God would not 
permit the Honour of a Man of fuch {ingu
grtl.-zr Merit to fuffir ; it pleas' d him to 
preferve anJ 6ring Home unquejliona~le 
Witne/Jes, who, 6y Word of Mouth A'7d other 
undoubted Proofs of th~ notA.hle Difcoveries 
made by Mon{iertr de I a Sale, have ilofR> d. 

I he 
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Adve~tifement; to the Britifb Gentry. 
liereas all Gentlemen ought to fit the~fdves be .. 
times for thofe £mployments which naturalJyfa 1 

to their Share, preferable to their Fellaw Subjells; and 
that they who defign in particular te ferv~ their Prince 
.Abroad, are obliged to underftaod the Intereth anri Pre• 
tendons of Foreign States, ;ls·well as the Laws and Con
ftitution of thftir own Country: It has been judg'd very 
ferviceable, by Pl!rfons of great. ~xperie,nce~ eo have 
the moft celebrated Monfieur W1cquefert s AmbaiTador 
tranflated into the Euglilh Tongue, ai beiag the only 
Book that perfet!Jy exhaufts this Matter, little being 
written on the Subjett by other Nations in Comparifon 
of the Italians, whofe Books are too def~llive aod afi .. 
ftraUed for common Pra£l:ice. ProporaJs willlltertly oe 
publifbed, for printing the faid Book by Subfcription, 

, by the U ndertaker Bernard Lintott between the tWD 
,Temple•Gates 

The Tragedy of Jane Shore, writ~en in Shakefpear's 
Style, by Nicholas- Row .,.crq; as it js atled at the Q;leen'i 
.Theatre in the Hay-Marker. pr. 1 r:. 6 d. 

The Rape <Jf the Lock, an heroic~ comical Poem, in 
s Canto's, with 6 Copper Plates, by Mr. Pop~. pr. 1 s. 

The Works of Moofieur ae Moliere, tran1lated, in 6 
Vols. 12s. printed on fine Pap.:r and new Elziver Let-
ter. · ~ 

The Clergy·man'i Recreation, fhewing the Pleafurc 
and Profit of the Art ofGard'oing. By Johh Lawrence. 
A. M. R.eft(!)r of Yelvenott in Northampcoothire, ancl 
fomerime Fellow of Clare· Hall in Cam bridge. 

M,.jfce n~ous Poems a 11 d TraJlfiations by fever~& 
Hands, particularly, the firft Book of Scarius his Thebais 
tranflated, The Fable ofVerrumnus and Pomoua, from 
the 14th Book of Ovid's Metamorph~fis. To a young 
Lady:; wicb the Works of Voiture. On Silence. To the 
Author of a Poem entiruled Succeflioo. The Rape at· 
the Lock. An Ode for Mufick on Sr. Cecilia•a Day, 
Windfor Foreft. To the Right Honourable George Ld. 
Lanfdown. An Effay on Criticifm. An Epigram upoa 
Two or Three. All writtea by Mr. Pope. 
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AN 

HISTORICAL JouRNAL 

0 F THE 

Late Monfieur de la Sale's 
LAST 

vo AGE .. 
IN T 0 

orth America, . 
To Difcover the .. 

River MISS IS I P L 
'AT. the Time when Monfieur de I~ Salt It is Mr. 

was preparing for his laft Voyage into Joutel 
North America, 1 happen~d to be at ~ha~fp~Jks 

Roan, the Place where he and I were both born, ~0 ::
1
/ 

being return'd from the Army, where 1 had u a~ 
ferv'd fixteen or feventeen Years. 

The Reputation gain'd by Monfieur de la Sale, 
the Greatnefs of his Undertaking, the Natural 

B Curioiity 



2 lvfonfteur de la S A L E.'s Second Voyage 
:Ju~n6 + Curiofity which all Men are poffefs'd with; 
~ and my Acquaintance wi~h his Kindred, ~nd 

with feve al of the Inhabitants of that Ctty, 
who were to bear him Company, eafily pre
vail'd with me to make one of the Number, and 
I was admitted as a Voluntier. . 

Our Rendezvous was appointed rt Rochel, 
where we were to imbark. Meffieurs Cavelier, 
the one Brother, the other Nephew to Mon
fieur de la Sale, Mefiieurs Chedeville, Planteroz..e, 
Thibault, Ory, fome others and I, repair'd thi
ther in 1uly 1684. 

Dtparture Monfieur de la Sale having provided all 
from Ro- Things nece.ffary for his Voyage, furmounted all 
"'hd. the Difficulties laid in his \Vay by feveral ill-

minded Perfons, and receiv'd his Orders from 
Monfieur Arnoult, the Intend ant at Rochel, pur• 
fuant to thofe he had receiv'd from the King, 
we fail'd on the 24th of July, 1684, being 
twenty four Veifels, four of them for our 

· Voyage, and the others for the Ifiands and 
Ctmada. 

P1!r[vn1 The four Vcftels appointed for Monfieur 
*b.ll w~m. de l4 Sale's Enterprize, had on Board about 

two hundred and eighty Perfons, including the 
Crews:, of which Number there were one hun
dred Soldiers, with their Officers, one T4Lon, 
with his Canada Family, about thirty Volun
tiers, fame young Women, and the reil: hired 
~eople and Workmen of all Sorts, requifite for 
making of a Settlement. 

Ships. The firft of the four Veffels was a Man of 
~lar, call'd le Joly, of about thirty fix or forty 
Guns, commanded by Monfieur de Beaujeu, on 
which Monfieur de la Sale, his Brother the 
Prieft two Recolet Fryars, Meffieurs D11in-- · 

· maville 
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maville and Chedeville, Priefts, and I irnbark'd. July 16 ,. 
The next was a little Frigate, carrying fix \./'\I"'Y 
Guns, which the King had given to Monfieur 
'de la Salt!, commanded by two Mafters ; a 
Flyboat of about three hundred Tuns Burden, 
belonging to the Sieur JV!ttfliot, Nferchant at 
Rochel, commanded by the Sieur Ai11ron, and 
laden with all the Ettetl:s Monfieur 

0

de la Sllle 
had thought neceifary for his Settlement, and a 
fmall Ketch, on which Monfieur de la S11le h~d 
imbark'd thirty Tuns of Ammunition, and fome 
C01nmodities defign'd for Santo Domingo. 

All the Fleet, being under the Con1mand of 
1\-lenfieur de Beaujeu, was order'd to keep to
gether as far as Cape Finifterre, whence each was 
to follow his own Gourfe; but this was prevent
ed by an unexpeCted Accident. We were come 
into 45 Degrees 23 Minutes of North Latitude, 
and about so Leagues from Rochel, when the 
Boltfprit of our Ship, the 1oly, en a fudden, 
broke fuort, which oblig'd us to ftrike all our Bolrfpti& 
other Sails, and cut all the Rigging the broken loft. 
Boltfprit hung by. 

Every Man refle(ted on this Accident ac
cording to his Inclipation. Some were of Opi
nion it was a Contrivance; and it was debated 
in Council, Whether we fhould proceed to Por-
tugal, or return to Rochel, or Rochfort ; but the ~turn,~ 
latter Refolution prevail'd. The other Ships Rochforc. 
defign'd for the Hlands and CanAda, parted from 
us ,and held on their Courfe. We made back 
for the River of Rochfort, whither the other 
three Vefi~els follow'd us, and a Boat was fent 
in, to acquaint the lntendant with this Acci-
dent. The Boat return'd fome Hours after, 
towing along a Boltfprit, which was foon fet _ia 

B 2. ItS 
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Auf..J684· its Place, and after Monfieur de la Sale had 
.~ confer'd with 'the Intend ant, he left that Place 

on the firft of Auguft, 1684. 
Ve fail'd again, fteering W. and by S. and 

Cape p· on the 8th of the fame Month weather'd Cape 
nifterre.

1
• Finifterre, which is in 43 Degrees of North La
titude, without meeting any Thing remarkable. 
The 12th, we were in the Latitude of Lisbon, or 
about 39 Degrees North. ~fhe I 6th, we were 

M d . in 36 Degrees, the Latitude of the Streights, 
a er~. and the 2oth, difcover'd the Hland Madera, 

which is in 32 Degrees,and where Monfieur de 
Butu;eu propos'd to Monfieur de la Sale to an
chor, and take in Water and fome Refrefh~ 
tnents. 

Difference Monfieur de la Sale was not of that Mind, on 
b~tweenthf: Account that we had been but twenty one Days 
~:~~Jan- from France, had fufficient Store of Water, 

ought to have taken aboard Refrefbments 
enough, and it would be a Lofs of eight or ten 
Days to no Purpofe ; befides, that our Enter
prize rcquir'd Secrecy, whereas the Spaniards 
might get fome Information, by Means of the 
People of that Hland, which was not agree-: 
able to the King's Intention. 

This Anfwer was not acceptable to Monfieur 
ae Beaujeu, or the other Officers, nor even to 
the Ships Crew, who mutter'd at it very 
much, and it went fo far, thlt a Paffenger, call'd 
Paget, a Hugonet of Rochel, had the Infolence to 
talk t? Monfieur de la Sale in a very paffionate 
and dlfi·efpeEtful Manner, fo that he ~as fain 
to make his Complaint to Monfieur de 'Beaujeu, 
and to ask of him, Whether he had given any 
Incouragement to fuch a Fellow to talk to 
him after that Manne~~ Monfieur Beaujeu 

made 
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made him no Satisfatlion. Thefe Mifunder- .Aug.16 84-
ftandings,with fome others which happen'd be- t/"1 
fore, being no Way advantageous to his M aje-
fty's Service, laid the Foundation of thofe tra-
gical Events, which afterwards put an unhappy 
End to Monfieur de la Sale's Life and Under-
taking., and occafion'd our Ruin. 

However, it was refolv'd not to come to an Flying 
'Anchor at that lfiand, whereupon Monfieur ile Fifh. 
Beaujeu faid, That fince it was fo, we fhould 
put in no where but at the lfland of Santo Do
mingo. We held on our Courfe, weather'd the 
Hland of M~tdera, al)d began to fee thofe little 
flying Fillies, which to efcape the Dorados, or 
Gilt-Heads, that purfue them~ 1 ap out of the 
Water, take a 'little Flight of a bout a Piftol 
Shot., and then fall again into the Sea, but very 
often into Ship5, as they are failing by. That 
Fifh is about as big as a Herring, and very 
good to eat. 

On the 24th, we can1e into the Trade Wind, 7i d 
which continually blows from Eafl: to Wefr,and r;-~1. ; 
is therefore call'd by fome Authors V entus Jub- ' 1 

• 

((olanus,becau[e it follows the Motion of the Sun. 
(fhe 28th, we were in 27 D egrees 44 l\1inutes of 
North Latitude,and in 34-4 of Longitude. The 
30th, we had a Storm, which continu'd violent 
for two Days, but being right aftern of us, we 
only loft Sight of the Ketch, for want of good 
Steeriog,but fhe join'd us ag<. in a few Days after. 

The 6th of September,we were under the Tro .. 
pie of Cancer,in 23 Degrees 30 Minutes of North 
Latitude and 319 of Longitude. There Monf. nu,H11g. 
de la Sale's Obftructing the Ceremor!y the Sai.~ors 
call Ducking, gave them Occafion to mutter 
again,and re nd.er'd himfelf privately odious. So 

B 3 many 
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sepr.t684 many have given an Account of the Nature gf 
\/'Y""'J that Folly, that it would be needlefs to repeat 

it here; it may fuffice to fay, that there are 
three things to authorize it, I• Cuftom. 2. 
The Oath adminifter'd to thofe who are duck'd, 
wnich is to this Effett, That they will not permit 
any to pa[s the Tropics or the Line, without obliging 
t .~em to the fAme Ceremorty. And 3, which is the 
moft prevailing Argument, the Intereft accruing 
to the Sailors upon that Occafion, by the Re
frefhments, Liquors or Money given them by the 
Paffengers to be excus'd from that Ceremony. 

Monfr. de la S~tle~ being inform'd that all 
Things were preparing for that impertinent Ce
remony of Ducking., and that a Tub full of 
Water was ready on the Deck (the French Duclt. 
in a great Cask of Water, the Englijh in the Sea, let~ 
ting down the Perfon at the Yard Arm) fent Word, 
that he would not allow fuch as were under 
.his Command to be fubjefr to that Folly, 
which being told to Monfr. deBeaujeu,he forbid 
pYtting of it in Execution, to tbe great Diffa
tisfacHon of the inferior Officers and Sailors, 
w ~o expected a confiderable Sum of Money and 
Quantity of Refrefhments, or Liquors, becaufe 
there were n1aoy Perfons to Duck, and all the 
Blame was laid upon l\-1onfr. de la Sale. 

On the t Ith of Septembel", we were in the 
HiG,., lni- Latuude of the Iiland of Santo Domingo, or Hif
ola Jj l.md. paniola, being 20 Degrees North, and the Lon

gitude of 320 Degrees. We fteer'd our Courfe 
\V eft, but the Wind fiatting, the enfuing Calm 
qnite ftopp'd our Way. That fame Day Monfr. 
Dainmaville, the Prieft, went aboard the Bark 
ht BeOe, to admiuifter the Sacraments to a Gun
ner, who died a few Days after. Monfr; de la 

· · S11le 



Into N 0 R T H A M E R I C A: 7 
S~tle went to fee him, and I bore him Company. Sept.1684 

The 21ft, the I{ etch, which we had before ~~ 
loft Sight of, join'd us again ; and fome Com-
plaints being made to Monfr. de la Sale, by fe,. 
veral private Perfons that were aboard the Fly-
boat, he order'd me to go thither to accomo-
date thofe Differences, which were occafion'd 
only by fome Jealoufies among them. 

The t6th, we fail'd by the Hland Sombrero, Sombrere 
and the 18th had hard blowing Weather., which Jfl;.nd. 

made us apprehenfive of a Hut racan. The foul 
Weather lafted two Days, during which Time, 
we kept under a main Coutfe .and loft Sight of 
the other Ve!fels. 

A Council wa~ call'd aboard our Ship, the 
1oly, to confider whether we fhould lie by for 
the others, or hold on our Courfe, and it was 
refolv'd, that, confidering our Water beg:tn to 
fall fhort, and there were a hove five Perfons 
ftck aboard, of which Number M on fr. de la Sale 
and the Surgeon were, we fhould nuke all the 
Sail we could, to reach the firft Port of the [
ftand Hi(paniola, being that ~all'd Port de Paix, . 
or Port Peace, which Refolution was according-: 
ly regifter'd. 

The 2oth~ we difcover'd the firft Land of 
Hifpaniola, being Cape Samana, lying in 1 9 De- cape S.1. 
grees of North Latitude, and of Longitude 308. man ~. 
The 25th we fhould have put into Port d! Pai.\·, 
as had been concerted, and it was not only the 
moft convenient Place for us to get Refrefh .. 
ments. but alfo the Relidence of JVIonfr. de Cuf-
fy, Governor of the H1and Tortuua, w bo kne vv 
that Monfr. de la Sale carried particular Or
ders for him to furnifh filch Necdf:lrics as h 
ftood in Need of! · 

B4 ot 



8 Monjiettr de la S A L E's Second Voyage 
sept.t684 Notwithftanding thefe cogent Reafons! Mr: 
~ de Beaujeu was pofitive to pafs further on 1~ th_e 
~~~~~ga Night, weather.ing the Hland Tortuga! which ts 

fome Leagues d1ftant from Port de Patx and the 
Coaft of -Hifpaniola. He alfo pafs'd Cape St. 
Nicolas, and the 26th of the fa id Month, we put 
into the Bay of 1aguana, coafting the Hland 
Guanabo, which is in the Middle of that great 
Bay or Gulph, and in Conclufion, on the 27th 
we arriv'd at Petit Gouave,having fpent 58 Days 
in our Parfage from the Port of Chef de .Bois, 
near Rochel. 

This Change of the Place for our little Squa
dron to put into, for which no Reafon could be 
given, prov'd very difadvantageous; and it will 
hereafter appear, as I have before obferv'd, 
that thofc Mifunderftanding among the Officers 

·infenfibly drew on the Caufes from whence our 
Misfortune proceeded. 

As foon as we had dropt Anchor, a Piraguit; 
or great Sort of C6tnoe, catne out from the Place, 
with Twenty Men, to know who we were, and 
hail'd us. Betng inform'd that we were French, 
they acquainted us, that MoBfieur de Cu/Ty was 
at Port de P,zix with the Marquis de St. LtJtuttnt, 
Lieutenant General of the American lfiands, and 
Monfieur Begon the ln.tendan$, which very much 
troubled Monfieur de la Sale, as having Affairs 
of the utmoft Confequence to concert with 
them ; but there was no Remedy, and he was 
ob1ig'd to bear it with Patience. 

The next Day, being the 28cb. we fang Te 
Deum, in Thankfgiving for our profperous 
Paffage. Monfieur d, la Sale being fomewhat 
t·ecover'd of his Indifpofition, went Alhore with 
feveral of the Gentlemen o_f hi~ Retinue, to buy 

fome 
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fome Refrelliments for the Sick, and to find Oft.t684 
Means to fend Notice of his Arrival, to Mef-~ 
fieurs de St.Laurent,deCuf{y aud Btgon, and fignify 
to them, how much he was concern'd that we 
had not put into Port de Pt~i"-·· He writ particu-
larly to Monfieur de Cujfy, to defire he w·ould 
come to him, if poffible, that he might be af-
fifting to him, and take the necefrary 
Meafures for rendring his Enterprtze fuccefsful, 
that it might prove to the King's Honour an 
Service. 

In the mean Time, the Sick fuffering very 
J!luch Aboard the Ships, by Reafon of the Heat, 
and their being too clofe together, the Sol
diers were put Afuore, on a little llllnd, near 
Petit Gouaves, which is the ufual Burial-P.lace of 
the People of the pretended Reformed Reli
gion, w nere they had frefh Provifions, and 
Bread baked on Purpofe, difrributed to them. 
As for the Sick, I was order'd by Monfieur de 
la Sale, to provide a Houfe for them, whither 
they were carry'd, with the Surgeons, and fup .. 
ply'd with all that was requifite for them. 

Some Days after, Monfieur de la Sale fell dan-· 
geroufly ill, moft of his Family were alfo fick. · 
A violent Fever, attended with Lightheaded
nefs, brought him almoft to Extremity. The 
Pofture of his Affairss, Want of Money, and the 
Weight of a mighty Enterprize, without knoV':
ing whom to tn~ft with the Execution of it 
made him ftill more Sick in Mind, than le was 
in his Body, and yet his Patience and Refoluti01 
furmounted all thofe Difficulties. He pitch'd 
upon Monfieur le Gros and me to act for him, 
caus'd fome Commodities he had Aboard th · 
Ships to be fold, to raife Money; and through 

GU[' . 



ot lrfonfieur de la SAL E.,J Sec(}nd Yoyagf! 
.tVov.t684 our Care, and the excellent Conftitution of his 
~ Body, he recover'd Health. 

Whilft he was in ·that Condition, two of our 
Ships, which had been feparated from us on the 

{?'~h tz· t8th of September, by the frormy Winds, arriv'd 
.s~~:d; at Petit Gouave on the 2d of OEf~ber. The Joy 

• conceiv'd on Account of their Arrival, Wa! 
much al1ay'd by the News they brought of the 
Lofs of the Ketch, taken by two Spanifh PiraguaJ; 
and that Lofs was the more grievous, becaufe 
that Veffel was laden with Provilions, Ammu
nition, Utenfils and proper Tools fur the fetling 
of our new Colonies; a Misfortune which 
would not have happen'd, had J.\ilonfieur dt 
JJuzujeu put into Port de Paix, and Meffieurs 
de St. Laurent, de Cu./Ty, and Begon who arrived 
at the fame Time, to fee Monfieur de la Sale 
did not fpare to fignify as much to him, and t<t 
complain of that Mifcarriage. 

Monfieur de la Sale being recover'J, had fe ... 
veral Conferences with thefe Gentlemen, re}a .. 
ting to his Voyage. A Confult of Pilots was 
called to refolve where we fhould touch before 
we came upon the Ccaft of America, and it 
was refolved to fteer dire8ly for the Weftern 
Point of the 111and of CubA, or for Cape St . .An
ton)', diftant about 300 Leagues from Hif
paniola, there to expett the proper Seafon, and 
a fair Wind to enter the Gulph or Bay, which 
js but Two hundred Leagues over. 

. The next Care was to lay in Store of other
Provifions, in the Room of thofe which were 
]oft, and Monfieur de la Slllt was the 1nore pref· 
fing for us to imhark, becaufe moft of his l'v1en 
deferred, or were debauch'd by the Inhabitants 
of the Place ; and the Veffel call'd l' .Aimable, 

being 
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being the worft Sailer of our little Squadron, Dec.t684 
it was refolv'd that fuould carry the Light, and r.../".("'J 
he others to follow it. Monfieur de la Sale,Mon

fieur Cat·elier his Brother, the :Fathers Zenobriu.r 
and Anaftafiu!, both Recolets, Mon{ieur Chede
ville and I imbark'd on the faid Aimable and all 
fail'd the 25th of November. 

We met with fome Calms, and fome violent 
Winds, which neverthelefs carry'd us in Sight 
<lf the Iiland of Cuba, on the 30th of the fame 
Month, and it then bore from us N. W. There 

. we alter'd our Courfe and fteer'd lV. and by N. 
The 31ft, the Weather being fomewhat clofe, 
:we loft Sight of that Hland, then ftood W. N. W. 
ana the Sky clearing up, made an Obfervation 
at Noon, and found we were in 19 Degrees, 
45 Minutes of North Latitude ; by wl ich we 
'udg'd that the Currents had carry'd us off to 
Sea from the Hla nd of Cuba. 

On the firft of December we difcover'd the 
I!land Cayman. The 2d we ftecr'd .1..V. W. and by C<tyma 
W. in order to come up with the H1and of Cuba Jfland. 
in the Northern Latitude of 20 Degrees 31. Mi· 
nutes. The 3d we difcover,d the little Ifiand of I(l d ~ 
J>ineJ, lying clofe to Cub~t. The 4th, we wea- Pi~~5 °J 

ther'd a Point of that Hl3nd, and the Wind 
growing fcanr, were forc'd to ply upon a Bowl-
ing, and make feveral Trips till the 5th at 
Night, when we anchor'd in a Creek, in t; 
Fathom Water, and continued there till the 
8th. 

During that fhot t Stay, l\-1onfi.eur de la Sale 
went Alliore witli feve al Gentlemen of his R~
tinue on the Ifiand {)f PineJ, fhot an Alligato 
dead, and returning Aboard, perceiv'd he had 
loit two o his Volunti rs, who had wander\1 

· jnto 
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Dec.1684 into the '~oods; and perhaps loft their WayJ 
-~ We fired feveral Mufquet Shots to cal1 them, 

which they did not bear, and l was order'd to 
expect them afbore; with 30 Mufquetiers. to 
attend me. They return'd the next Mormng 
with much Trouble. 

In the mean Time, our Soldiers, who had 
good Stomachs, boil'd and eat the Alligator, ~~:~~tor Monfieur de la Sale had kill'd. The Fle1h of it was 
white and had a Tafte of Musk, for which Rea
fon I could not eat it. One of our Hunters 
kill'd a wild Swine, which the Inhabitants of . 
thofe Hla nds call Maron. There are of them 

f~'ldS . in the Iiland of Santo Domingo, or Hi[panioltJJ, 1 

rvzne they are of the Breed of thofe the Spaniards left 
· in the· Iilands when they firft difcover'd them, 
and run wild in the Woods. I fent it to Mon
fieur de la Sale, who prefented the one Half to 
Momteur de Beaujeu. 

Jflavd of That Ifland is all over very thick wooded," 
Pines. the Trees being of feveral Sorts, and fome of 

them bear a Fruit refembling the Acorn, but 
barder. There are Abundance of Parrots, lar
ger than thofe at Petit Gouave, a great Number 
of Turtle Doves and other Birds, and a Sort 
of Creatures refembling a Rat, hut as big as a 
Cat, their Hair reddilh. Our Men kill'd many 
of them and fed heartily on them, as they did 
on a good Quantity of Fiih, wherewith that 
Co.aft a bounds. ' 

We imbark'd again, as foon as the two Men 
~ho had ftray'd were return'd, and on the 8th; 
~eing the Feaft of the Conception of the Bleffed 

irgin, fail'd in the Morning, after having 
heard Mafs, and the Wind 1hifting were forc'd 
to fteer feveral Courfes. The 9th we difcover'd 

Cape 
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Cape Carrientes,of the Hland of Cuba; where we Dec.t684~ 
were firft becalm'd; and then follow'd a ftonny t/""'\''J 
Wind, which carried us away fi\'e Leagues to ~~r~f!~~ 
the Eaftward. The toth we fpent the Night, tes and n 
making feveral Trips. The 11th, the Wind Antonl'• 
coming about, we weather'd Cape Corrientes, to 
make that of St.- Antony ; and at length, after 
plying a con fiderable Time, and founding, we 
came to an :Anchor the I2th,upon good Ground, 
in fifteen Fathom Water, in the Creek form'd 
by that Cape, which is in 22 Degrees of North 
Latitude and 288 Degrees 3 5 Minutes of Lon-
gitude. . 

We ftay'd there only till next Day, being the 
13th, when the Wind feem'd to be favourable 
to enter upon the Bay of Mexico. We made 
ready and fail'd, fteering N. W. and by N. and 
N. N. W. to weather the faid Cape and profe .. 
cute our Voyage : But by that Time we were 
five Leagues from the Place of our Departure, 
we perceiv'd the Wind lhifted upon us, and not 
knowing which Way the Currents fate, we 
ftood E. and by N. and held that Courfe till 
the 14th, when Monfieur de Beaujeu, who was 
aboard the 1oly, join'd us again, and having 
confer'd with Monfieur de la Sale a bout the 
Wind's being contrary, propofed to him to re
turn to Cape St. Antony., to which Monfieur de 
la S~tle confented, to avoid giving him any Caufe 
to complain, tho' there was no great Occafion 
for fo doing, and accordingly we went and an
chor'd in the Place from whence we came. 

The next Day, being t~e 1) th, Monfieur de 
la Sale fent fome Men afhore, to try whether 
we could fill fame Casks with Water. They 

rough& Word, they had found fQme in the 
.\Vood 
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Dec.t684 Wood which was not ~uch amifs, but that ~ there ;,as no Conveniency for rowling of the 

Casks ; for which Reafon Rundlets were fent, 
and as much Water brought in them, as ~ll'd 
fix or feven of our Water Casks. 

The fame Men reported, that tliey had found 
3 glafs Bottle, and in it a little Wine, or fome 
other Liquor, almoft dead. This was all the 
Provifion we found in that ·Place, by which it 

Mifiake in appears, how much Monfieur Tonti was mifin .. 
Monfie~r · form'd, fince in his Book, Pag. 242, he fays, 
~ontt s f we found in that Ifiand feveral Tun of Spanifo .accounto . d d d rd· Wh h' h rbisVoJage. W1ne, goo Bran y an .~.n ~an · eat. w 1c 

the Spaniards had left or abandon'd; and it is a 
meer Invention without any Thing of Truth. 

The t6th, the Weather being ftil1 Calm, the 
Men went a1hore again for five or fix more 
Casks of Water. I was to have gone with them, 
had not an Indifpofition, · which I firfi: felt in 
the lfland of PineJ, and afterwards turn'd to a 
tertian Ague, prevented me. Therefore I can 
give no Account of that lfilnd, any further 
than whau I could fee from the Ships, which 
was Abundance of that Soct of Palm-Trees, in 
French call'd Lataniert, fit for nothing but 
making of Brooms, or fcarce any other Ufe. 
-rhat Day we faw fome Smoaks, far within the 
!land, and guefs'd they might be a Signal of 

the Number· of our Ships, or elfe made by fome 
of the Country H~nters, who had loft their 
V/ ay. 

The next Night preceding the 17th, the 
\Vind frefhning from the N. W. and ftarting 
up a 11 on a fudden, drove the Veffel call'd la 
lJe!le upon her Anchor, fo that fhe came foul of 
the Boltfpri .. of the Aimable, carrying away the 

Sprit~ 
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Spritfail-Yard and the Spritfail-Top-Sail-Yard, Dec. 1684 
and had not they immediately veer'd out the l/"V".J 
Cable of the Aimable, the Veffel la Belle would 
have been in danger of perifuing, but efcap'd 
with the Lofs of her Mizen, which came by the 
Board, and of about a hundred Fathoms of 
Cable and an Anchor. 

The I~th, the Wind being frefu, we made 
ready, and fail'd about Ten in the Morning, 
ftanding North and N. and by W. aud held our 
Courfe till Noon; the Point of Cape St.Anthuny 
bearing Eaft and U1eft with us, and fo continu'd 
fteering North-Weft, tiil the 19th at Noon, whe11. 
we found our felves in the Latitude of 22 De
grees 58 Minutes North, and in 287 Degree 
14 Minutes Longitude. 

Finding the Wind fhifting from one Side to 
another, we directed our Courfe· feveral Ways, 
but that which prov'd advantageous to us, was 
the fair Weather, and that was a great Help, 
fcl that fcarce a Day pafs'd without taking an 
Obfervation. 

The 2oth, we found theVariation of the Needle 
was 5 Degrees J4Teft, and we were in 26 Degrees 
40 1.\tlinutes of North Latitude and 285 Degrees 
t6 Minutes Longitude. The 23th it grew very 
cloudy, which threaten'd ftormy Weather, and 
we prepar'd to receive it, but came off only 
with the Apprehenfion, the Clouds difperfing 
feveral Ways, and we conunu'd till tne 27th ir1 
and about 28 Degrees 14 Minutes, and both 
by the Latitude and Eftin1ation it was judg'd, 
that we were not far from Land. 

The Bark call'd la Belle was ·rent out to 
difcover and keep before, founding all the Way; 
and half an H<:>ur before Sun·fet, we faw the 

· Ve~el 
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Du.t684 Veffella Belle put out her Colours and lie by 
~ for os. Being come up with her. the M after 

told us, he had found an Owzy Bottom at 
thirty two Fathom Water. At eight of the 
Clock we founded alfo, and found forty Fa
thom, and at ten, but twenty five. About 
Midnight, la Belle founding again, found only 
feventeen~ which being a Demonftration of the 
Nearnefs of the Land, we lay by for the 1oly, 
to know what Monfieur de Beaujeu defign'd, 
who being come up, lay by with us. 

The 27th, Monfieur de BeAujeu fent the Che
#()ttlier a' Aire, his Lieutenant, and two Pilots to 
Monfieur de la Sale, to conclude upon the Courfe 
we were to fteer, and it was agreed we fuould 
ftand Weft North Weft till we came into fix 
Fathom Water ; that then we fhould run Weft, 
and when we had difcover'<J the Land, Boats 
fhould be fent to view the Country. Matters 
being thus agreed on, we faiFd again, founding 
all the Way for the more ·security, and about 
ten, were in ten or eleven Fathom Water, the 
Bottom fine greyifu Sand and owzy. At Noon, 
were in 26 Degrees 37 Minutes of North La,-
titud e. 

The 28th, being in eight or nine Fathom 
Water, we perceiv'd the Bark id- Belle, which 
kept a Head of us, put out her Colours, which 
was the Signal of her having difcover'd Some .. 
thing. A Sailor was fent up to the Main-Top, 
who C;Iefcry'd the Land, to the N. E. not above 
fix Leagues Diftance from. us, which being told 
to Monfieur de .Eeanjeu, he thought fit to come 
to an Anchor. 

There being no Man among us who had any 
Kuowled~c of that Bay where we had been 

told 



into N 0 R T H A M E R I C A. 1 7 
told the Currents were firong, and fate fwiftly Dec.t68 J. 
to the Eaftward, it made us fufpect that we~ 
were fa~en off. and that the Land we faw muft 
be the Bay of .Apalache, which oblig'd us on 
.the 29th to fteer W. N. W. ftill keeping along 
the Land, and it was agreed that the 'Joly lhould 
follow us in fix Fathom Water. 

The 30th, the Chevalier d' Airt and the fe .. 
cond Pilot of the Joly came aboard us to con
fer and adjufl: by our Recknings wh~t Place 
we might be in, and they all agreed, according 
to Monfieur de la SAle's Opinion, that the Cur-Currents.· 
rents had fet us to the E~tftward,for which Rea-
f<.>n we held on our Courfe, as we had done the 
Day before to the N. JV. keeping along the 
Shore till the firft of 1anuary 1685. when we 
perceiv'd that the Currents forc'd us towards 
the Land, which oblig'd us to come to an An~ 
chor in fix Fathom Water. 

We had not been there long,before theBark /~ 
Belle made a Signal that fhe had difcover'd 
Land, which we defcry'~ at about 4 Leagues 
Diftance from us. Notice was given to Mon
fieur de Beaujeu,who drew near to us, and it was 
refolv'd to fend fome Perfon to difcoV'er and 
take an Account of the Land that appear'd 
lO US. 

Accordingly a Boat was man'd, and into it 
went Monfieur dt la Sale, the Chev~lier de Aire 
and feveral others ; another Boat was alfo put 
out, aboard which I went with Ten or Twelve 
of our Gentlemen, to join Monfieur de la Sale 

' and the Bark la Be/le was• order'd to follow al
ways keeping along the Shore; to the End that 
if the Wind fhou'd rife, we might get aboard 
her, to lofe no Time. 

C Some 
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~.zn.16 8 ) Some of thofe who were in Monfieur de /11 
t/"V"'J Sale's Boat, and the foremoft, went athore and 
r· .n L f<iW a fipacious plain Country of much Pafture 
.~:zrJ' an- ·r. k 
dmg. Gro':nd ; bu~ had not t_he Le11ure to ~a e any 

particular D1fcovery, . becaufe the Wtnd fre~
ning, they were oblJg'd to return to the1r 
Boat, to come aboard again ; which was the 
Reafon why we did not go quite up to theShore, 
but return'd with them to our Ship. All that 
could be taken Notice of was a great Quantity 
of Wood along the Coaft. We took an Ob
fervation and found 29 Degrees 10 Minutes of 
North Latitude. 

The Second, there arofe a Fog, which made us 
lofe Sight of the c:foly. The next Day, the 
Weather clearing up, we fir'd fome CaQnon
fhot and the 'Joly anfwer'd, and towards the 
Evening we perceiv'd her to the Windward of 
us. We held on our Courfe, making feveral 
Trips tin the Fourth in the Evening, when be
ing in Sight and within two Leagues of the 
Land, we came to an Anchor to expea the 'Joly, 
for which we were in Pain. 

JUenfieur The Fifth, we fet Sail and held on our Courfe 
Jourdhbe- W. s. W. keepingialong the Shore till about Six 
llc:ws ere • h 0 · h ft d h w.:s one of 111 t e ~ventng, w en we oo away to t e 
sht Mourhs Southward and anchor'd at Night in fix Fathom 
tJj rh~ Mif- Water. The Sixth, we would have made ready 
Jl~i pi. se~ to fail, but the Pilot perceiving, that the Sea 
~n~i ~;{; broke a~ern of us, and that there wer~ fome 
fvl!ows. Shoals, It was thought proper to conttnue aE 

Anchor, till the Wind chang'd, and we accor· 
dingly fraid there the ,Sixth and all the Seventh. 
The Eighth the Wind veering about, we ftood 
out a little to Sea, to avoid thofe Shoals, which 

re very dangerous, and anchor'd again a League 
.. ·- ·from 
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from thence. Upon Advice, that the Bark /4 J•n.t6S) 
Belle had difcover'd a fmall lfland, which ap- 1../'V"'V. 
pear'd between the two Points of a Bay, Mon-
fieur de la Sale fentr a Man up to the round Top., 
from whence both the one and the other were 
plainly to be feen, and according to the Sea 
Charts we had with us, that was fuppos'd to be 
the Bay of the Holy Ghoft. 

The Ninth, M onfieur de la SAle, i fent to view 
thofe Shoals. Thofe who went reported there 
was a fort of Bank, which runs along the Coaft ; 
that they had been in one Fathom Water and 
difcover'd the little Iiland before-mention'd, 
and as for the Sand Bank there is no fuch . 
thing mark'd down in the Charts. l\r1onfieur 
de la Sale having examin'd the Recknings, was 
confirm'd in his Opiqion, that we were i~ the 
Bay of .Apalache, and caus'd us to continue the 
fame Courfe. 

The Tenth,he took an Obfervation and found 
29 Degrees 23 Minutes North Latitude. The 
eleventh, we were becalm'd, and Monfieur de 
la Sale refolv'd to go afi10re, to endeavour to 
difcover what he was looking for; but as we 
were making ready, the Pilot began to mutter 
becaufe five or fix of us were g0ing with Mon
fieur de la Sale, who too lightly alter'd his De
fign, to avoid giving Offence to brutifh People. 
In that Particular he committed an irretrieve
able Error; for it is the Opinion of Judicious 
Men, who, as well as I, faw the reft of that 
Voyage, that the Mouth of one of the Branches 
of the Miffiftpi. River, and the fame whofe La· 
titude Monfieur de la Sale had taken, when he 
traveU'd to it from Canada, was not far from 

C 2 tha 
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~ant6Ss. that Place, and that we muft of Neceffity be 
<./'V'.J near the Bay of the Holy Ghoft. 
~~~;.t~u; It was Monfieur de la Sale's Defign to find that 
Mijfa;/- s Bay, and having found it, he had refolv'd to 

• have fet afhore about thirty Men, who were to 
have fo11ow'd the Coaft on the Right and Lett, 
which would infallibly have difcover'd to him 
that fatal River, and have prevented many 
Misfortunes ; but Heaven refus'd him that 
Succefs, and even made him regardlefi of an 
Affair of fuch Confequence, fince he was fatis
fy'd with fending thither the Pilot, with one 
of tbe Mafters of the Bark l~t. BeOe, who re
turn'd without having feen any Thing, becaufe 
a Fog bappen'd to rife ; only the Mafter of 
the Bark faid he believ'd there was a River 
oppofite to thofe Shoals, which was very likely, 
and yet Monfieur de la Sale took no Notice of 
it, nor made any Account of that Report. 

The Twelfth, the Wind being come about 
we weigh'd and direaed our Courfe S. W. to 
get further from the Land. By an Obfc:rva
tion found 25 Degrees 50 Minutes North La .. 
titude, and the Wind fhifting, and the Cur
rents, which fet from the Seaward driving 
11s afbore, it was found convenient to anchor 
in four or five Fathom Water, where we 
fpent all the Night. 

The Thirteenth, we perceiv'd our Water 
began to fall lhort, and therefore it was requi
fite to go afuore to fill fome Casks. Monfieur 
de lA Sale propos'd it to me to go and fee it 
perform'd, w hi eh I accepted of, with fix of 
our Gentlemen who offer'd their Service. We 
_)Vent into the Boat, with our Arms, the Boat 
belonging to the Bilrk /11 Belle follow'd oun, 

- with 
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With five or fix: Men, and we an made directly ~an . t 6&~ 
for the Land. ~ 

We were very near the Shoar, when we dif
covcr'd a Number of naked Men marching a
long the Banks, whom we fuppos'd to be na
tive Savages. We drew within two Musket 
Shots of the Land, and the Shore being flat, the 
Wind fetting from the Offing, and the Sea 
running high, dropt our Anchors, for Fear of 
ftaving our Boats. 

When the Savages perceiv'd we had ftopp'd, 
they mad a Signs to us with Skins, to go to 
them, lhew'd us their Bows, which they laid sa1.'11ges b 
down upon the Ground, and drew near to the cctme ro 1 e 
Rage of the Shore; but becaufe we could not BoaJ. 
get Alhore, and frill they continued their Sig-
n.als, I put my Handkerchief on the End of 
my Firelock, after the Manner of a Flag, and 
made Signs to them to come to us. They 
were fome Time con fide ring of it, and at laf:t 
fome of them ran into the Water up to their 
Shoulders, till perceiving that the Waves over-
w helm'd them, they went out again, fetch'd a 
large Piece of Timber, which they threw into 
the Sea, plac'd themfelves along both Sides of 
it, holding faft to it with one Arm, and fwim-
ing with the other; and in that Manner they 
drew near to our Boat. 

Being in Hopes that Monfr. de la Sllle, might 
get fame Informatio~ from thofe Savages, we 
made no Difficulty of taking them into our Bo2t1 
one after another, on each Side, to the Number 
of five, and then made Signs to the reft to g9 
to the other Boat, which they did, and w~ car- CarrJtd 
ry'4 them Oll Board. .Ab(umJ. 

C ~ Mon_ 
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'5'1.n. 16 r; Monfieur d~ /tl Sale wa very well pleas'd to 
~ fee them, imagining they might F,ive him fome 

A count of the River he fough! after; but to no 
Purpofe, for he fpoke to them in feveral of the 
l.angnages of the Savages, which he knew, and 
made many Signs to them, but ftill they under
flood not what he meant, or if they did corn-

- prehend any thing, they made Signs, that they 
knew nothing of what he ask'd ; fo that having 
made them fmoak a11d eat, · we Jhewed them 
our Arms and the Ship, and when they faw at 
'One End of it fome Sheep, Swirre, Hens and 

urkeys, a nu the Hide ot a Cow we had kill'd, 
they made Signs that they had of a1l thofe Sorts 
of Creatures a-mong them .. 

\Ve gave them fome Kn·ves and Strings of 
efttml A- heads, after which, they were rdifmifs'd, and 

fh~re with the Waves hind ring us from coming too ne-ar 
Gifts. the Shore, they were oblig'd to leap into the 

the \Vater, after we had made faft about their 
.,.ecks, or to the Tuft of Hair they have on 

the Top of the Head, the Knives and other 
fmall Prefents l\tlonfieur de lA Sal~ had given 
them. 

They went and join'd the others who expeCted 
them, and were making Signs to us to go to 
them ; but not being able to make the Shore, 
we ftood off again and return'd to our Ship. 
It is to be obferved, that when we were carrying 
them back, they made fome Signs to us, by 
which we conceiv'd they would fignify- to us 
that there was a great River that Way we 
were pafs'd, and that it occafioR'd the Shoals 
we bad feen. -
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The Wind changing, the fame Day, we r;.z1:1. t68 ) 

weigh'd Anchor and ftood to the Southward, ~ 
to get into the Offing, till the 14th in the Morn-
ing, when we were becalm'd. At Noon, we 
were in 28 Degrees 51 Minutes of North Lati-
tude. The Wind frefhned, and in the Evening 
we held on our Courfe, bot only for a lhort 
Time, becau(e the Wind fetting us towarc.ls the 
Shore, we were obliged to anchor a gain, where-
upon Monfieut ae la S~tle again .refolved to fend 
Afhore, and the fame Pedons 1 imbark'd in the 
fame Boats to that Effea:. 

We met with the fame Ob!l:acles, that had 
hinder'd us the Day before, that is, the High~ 
Sel, which would not permit us to come near ~o~t\11"4 
the Shore, and were obliged t~ drop Anchor in u .oc s. 
fourteen Foot Water. The $ight of Abundance 
of Goats and Bullock!, diffeting in Shape, from 
ours, and running along the Coaft, heighten'd 
our Earneftnefs to be Alliore. We therefore 
founded to fee whether we might get to Land 
by Stripping~ and feund we ~ere on a Flat, 
which had four Foot Water, '})ut that beyond 
it rh ere was a deep Channel. Whilfr we were 
confulting what to do, a Stonn arofe, which 
o blig'd lVIonfieur de la Sale to fire a Gun for us 
to return Aboard, which we did againft our 
Inclination. 

Monfieur dt la Sale was pleas'd with the Re-· 
port we made him, and by it, feveral were en
couraged to go Afbore to bunt, that we might 
have fome fre1h Meat. We fpent all thaE ight., 
till the next Morning, in Hopes of returning 
foon to that Place; but the Wind changing, 
forc'd us to weigh and fail till the Evening, 
when we drop'd A hor ia fix Fathom Water. 

. :: 4 rhe 
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:1~ 11. t6 '1 s The Land which we never departed from v~ry 
t/"i".J far, appear'd to us very pleafant,. and hav!~g 

lain there till the 16th, that Mornlng we fall d 
IV. S. W. We weather'd a Point, keeping a large 
Offing, becaufe of the Sea's beating upon it, 
and ftood to the Southward. At Noon, we 
were in 28 Degrees 20 Minutes of North Lati
tude, and confcquently found the Lati,ude de
clin'd, by which we were . fenfible, tha£ the 
Coaft tend red to the Southward. At Night we 
anchor'd in fix Fathom \Vater. · 

The 17th, the Wind continuing the f'lme; 
we hehl on our Courfe . ~V. and having 
about Ten difcover' a Sort of River, Monfieur 
de la Sale caus'd Ten of us to go into a Boat, 
to take a View of that Coaft, and fee whetlier 
there was not fome Place to land. He order'd 
me, in Cafe we fou!ld any convenient Place, to 
give him Notice either by Fire or Smoke. 

We fet out, and found the Shoals obftruaed 
our Defcent. One of our Men went naked inta 

.!econrl the Water to found that Sand Bank, which lay 
l .zndiffg. between us and the Land ; and having {hewn 

us a Place where we might Pafs, we, with muclt 
Difficulty, forc'd our Boat into the Channel, 
and fix or feven of us landed, after ordering the 
Boat to go up into that which had appeared to 
us to be a River, to fee whether any frelh Wa· 
ter could be found. 

As foon as we were landed, I made a Smoke 
to give Notice to Monfieur dt la Salt, and then 
we advanc,d both Ways, without ftragling too 
far, that we might be ready to receive Monfr. 
de lA S11le, who was to come, as he did foon 
after, bus finding the Surges run high, be re· 

. turn'd 
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turn'd, and our Boat finding no frefu Water, :fan.t68" 
came back and anchor'd to wait for us. ~ 

We walked about every Way, and found a 
dry Soil, tho' it feem'd to be overflow'd at fome 
Times; great t:.akes of falt Wat~r, little Grafs, 
the Track of Goats, on the Sand, and faw Herds 
ofthem, but could not come near them, how
ever we kill'd fome Ducks and Buftards. In the 
Evening, as we were returning, we mifs'd an 
Rnglifh Seaman, fir'd feveral Shot to give him 
Notice, fearcl1ed all :I bout, waited till after 
Sunfet, and at laft hearing no Tidings of him, 
we went into the Boat to return Aboard. 

I gave Monfieur de it~ Sale an Account of 
what we aq feen, whkh would have pleas'd 
him, had the River we difcover'd, afforded frdh 
rwater: He was alfo uneafy for the loft Man· 
but about Midnight we fa'w a Fire A ot , in 
the Place we came from, which we rupos <1 to 
be made by our Man, and the Soat en · fo[ 1im 
.as foon as foon as it was Day on the 18th. 

After that, we made feveral Trips, ·n 
fteering towards the S. W. and then enfued a 
Calm, which oblig'd us to come to an Anchor. 
Want of Water made us think of returning 
towards the River, where we had been the Day 
before. Moufr. de la Sale refolved to fet a 
conftderable Number of Men Afhore, with fuf 
ficient Ammunition, and to go with them him
felf, to difcover and take Cognizance of tba · 
Country, and order'd me to follow him. Ac-
cordingly we fail'd back, and came to an An
chor in the fame Place. 

All Things neceffary for that End being or
der'd on the 19th, Part of the Men were put 
·nto a Boat; but a very thick Fog riling, an 

· - takin 

• 
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Jan.I68s· taking away the Sight of Land, the Compais 
~was made ufe of, and the Fog difperfing as we 

drew near the Lane!, we perceiv'd a Ship mak
ing directly towards us, and that it was the 
1oly, where Monfr. de Beaujeu commanded, 
which rejoic'd us, but qur Satisfaction was not 
lafting, and it will appear by the Sequel, that 
it were to have been wifhed, that Monfietir de 
BetiUjeu had not joyn'd us again, but that he had 
rather gone away for France, without ever fee
ing of us. 

His Arrival difconcerted the Execution of 
our Enterprize. Monfr. de '"' Sal'e, who was 
already on his Way, and thofe whQ were gon~ 
before him, return'd Ahoard, and fome Hours 
after, Monfr. de Beaujeu fent his Lieutenant, 
Mon[r. d_e Aire, atten'ded by feveral Perfons, as 
well Clergymen .as pthers, among whom was 
the Sieu.r GaGe~ret; ~1~ond P.ilot of the Joly. 

M.onfieur d' Aire omplain'd grievouOy to 
camm~tnd· Mon!ieur de la Sale., ii1 ~ ~he Name of. Moo fr. d'e 
ers ar Va· .Btaujeu, for that fatd he,we had left htm defign
r:imce. edly; which was not true, for as I have faidt 

the 1oly lay at 1\nchor A-nead of us, when we 
were feparated from lier; we fired a Gun to give 
her Notice-of oar Departure, as had been con-

-"'· 

certed, and Monfr. de Beaujeu aofwer'd it ; be
fides that, if we had intended to feparate from 
him, we 1bould not have always held our Courfe 
in Sight of Land, as we had done, and that had 
Monfieur de Beaujeu held the fame fame Courfe, 
as had been agreed, he had not been feparated 
from us. . 

There were afterwards feveral Difputes be
tween the Captains and the Pilots, as w~l 
Aboard Monfieur de 14 Salt, as Aboard Monfiewr 

do 



into N 0 R T H A M E R I C A:. 27 
at .Beaj1u, when thofe Gentlemen return'd, a- jao. 63? 
bout fettling exactly the Place we were in, and ~ 
the Courfe we were to fteer ; fome pofitively 
affirming we were farther tl1an we imagin'd, and 
that the Currents had carry'd us away ; and 
others, that we were near the Magdalen Ri-
ver. · 

The former of thofe Notions prevail'd, Thq pjfs 
whence, upon RefleCtion, Monfieur de la Sale rhe Mou_rb 
concluded, that he muft be paft his R:iver, ~~{h~M1f: 
which was but too true ; for that River empty-

1 
.P'· 

· ng it felt in the Sea by two Channels, it fol-
low'd that one of the Mouths feU abo t the 
Shoals we had obferv'd the fixth. of the Month; 
and the rather becaufe thofe Shoals wer • vc y 
near the Latitude that Monfieur de la Sale ha 
obferv'd, when he came by the Way of C a 
da to difcover the Mouth of that River, a" ne 
told me feveral Times. 

This Confideration prevail'd with Monfiem." 
de la SAle to propofe his Defign of returning to 
wards thofe Shoals. He gave bis Reafons fo 
fo doing and expofed his Doubts; but his ill 
Fortune made him not be regarded. Our P,af
fage had taken up more Time than had been ex
petted, by Reafon of the Calms ; there was a 
confiderable Number of Men aboard the JoZv .. 
and ProvHions grew filort, infomuch that they 
faid it would not hold out to return, if our De
parture were delay'd. For this Reafon Mon
fieur de Bt~tujeu demanded Provifions of Mon 
fieur de la Sale; but he asking enough for a long 
Time, Monfieur dt la Sate anfwer'd, he could 
only give him enough for a Fortnight, which 
was more Time than was requifite to reach the 
Place he intended to return to; and that befides . ~ e 
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gttn. 1685 he could not give him more Provifions, without 
f./'AJ r·ummaging all the Stores to the ~o~tot_n of the 

Hold, which would endanger hts be10g caft' 
away. Thus nothing was concluded, and Mon
fieur d'e Beaujeu return'd to his own Ship. 

In the mean Time, Want of Water began to 
1/Jirtl. pinch us, and Monfieur de la Sale refolv'd to 
La?Jding. fend to look for fome about the next River. Ac-

cordingly be order'd the two Boats that had 
·. been made ready the Day before, to go off. He 

was aboard one of them himfelf, and directed 
me to follow him. Monfieur de Beaujeu alfo 
commanded his Boat to go for Wood. By the 
Way we met the faid Sieur de Beaujeu in his 
Yaul, returning from Land, with the Sieur 
)vfinet, an Ingenier, who told us, they had been 
in a Sort of fait Pool, two or three Leagues 
from the Place wl1ere the Ships were at Anchor, 
we held on our Way and landed. .. 

One of our Boats, which was gone ahead of 
us., had been a League and a half up the River, 
without finding any frelh Water in its Channel ; 
but fome Men wandering about to the right 
and left., had met with divers Rivulets of very 
good Water, wherewith many Casks were 
fi Wd . 
. \Ye .lay alhore, and our Hunters havi-ng that 

D ay ktll'd good Store of Ducks, Buftards and 
Teal, and. the next Day two Goats, MonfieNr 
~e la Sale fent Mon.fieur de Beaujeu Part. We 
reafted upon the reft, and that good Spore 
put feveral Gentlemen that were then aboard 
Monfieur de Beaujeu, among whom were Mon
fieur Ju Hamel, the Enfign and the King's Clerk, 
upon coming aihore to partake of the Diverfi
ou ; but they took much Pains and were bo·c 
-tuccefsfull in their Sport~ In 
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In the mean Time many Casks were fill'd ~,n. 168~ 

with Water, as well for our Ship as for Mon- f../"''"J 
fieur de Beaujeu's. Some Days after Monfieur 
a' .Aire the Lieutenant, came afbore to confer 
with Monfieur de la s~le, and to know how be 
would manage about the Provffions; but both 
of them perfifting in their firft Propofals and 
Monfieur de lte Sale perceiving that Monfieur ae 
Beaujeu would not be fatisfied with Provifions 
for 1 S Days, which he thought fufficient te go 
to the Place where he expected to find one of 
the Branches of the Mi.ffifipi, which he witlt 
good Reafon believ,d to be about the Shoals, I 
have before fpoken of, nothing was concluded 
as to that Affair. Monfieur d' .Aire return'd to 
his Captain, and Monfieur de la Sale refolv'd to 
laRd his Men ; which could not be done for 
fome Days, becaufe of the foul Weather ; but 
in the mean Time we kiii'd much Game. 

During this little Interval, Monfieur de la 
S~rle being impatient to get fome Intelligence of 
what he fought after, refolv'd to go himfelf up
on Difcovery, and to feek out fame more ufeful 
and commodious River than that where they 
were. To this Purpofe he took five or fix of 
us along with him. We fet out one Morning 
in fo thick a Fog, that the hindmoft could nol 
perceive the Track of the foremoft, fo that we 
loft Monfieur de la Sttle for fame Time. 

We travel'd till about three in the Afternoon, 
:finding the Country for the moft Part Sandy, 1aount cf 
little Grafs, no frelb \Vater, unlefs in fome "''CounrrJ 
Sloughs, the Track of abundance of wild Goats, 
Lakes full of Ducks, Teals, Water-Hens, and 
having t~ken_ m Kh Pains return'd without Suc-
ceft. 

The 
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14n.t68) The next Morning., MonfieuT de la Sale's In~· 
V'{'.) dian, going about to find .wild Goats, c~me to 

a Lake, which had a httle Ice upon It, the 
Weather being cold, andAbundance ofFifh dy
ing abont the Edges of it. He came to inform 
us, we went to make our Provifion of them,there 
were fome of a prodigious M~gnitude, and a
mong the reft extraordinary large Trouts, or 
elfe they were fome Sort ofFifil very like them. 
We eau fed fome of each of aSort to be boiPd in 
fait Water, and found them very good. Thus 
having Plenty of Fifh and Flefh, we began to 
r;tfe ourfelves to eat them both, without Bread. 

Whilft we liv'd thus eafy enough, Monfieur 
tle l~t Sale expeCled with Impatience to know 
what Refolution Monfieur de Beaujeu would 
take ; that he might either go to the Place, 
where he expetl:ed to find the Miffiftpi, or follow 
fome other Courfe; but at ]aft, perceiving that 
llis Affairs did not adYance, he refolv'd to putt 
his own Ddign in Execution, the Purport where .. 
of was to land one hundred and twenty, or 
one hundred and thirty Men to go along the { 
Coaft and continue it, till they had found fome 
other River, and that at the fame Time the Bark 
la Belle fhould held the fame Courfe at Sea, ftill 
keeping along the Coaft, to relieve thofe Alhore 
in Time of Need. 

He gave me and Monfieur Moranget, his 
Nephew., the Command of that fmall Compa
ny, he furnilh'd us with all Sorts of Provifions 
for eight, or ten Days, as alfo Arms, Tools and 
Utenfils we might have Occafion for, of which 
every Mall made his Bundle. He alfo gave us 
writteg lnftruction of what we we~e to do, the 

Signal 
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Signals we were to make; and thus we fet out Feb.t68~. 
on the Fourth of February. ~ 

We took our Way along the Shore. Our Men fin' 
firft Day's Journey was not long, we encamp'd hJ LanJ. 
on a little rifing Ground, heard a Cannon 1hot, to difoo: 
which made us uneafy, made tae Signals that 'tier. 
bad been appointed, and the next Day, being 
the 5th, we held on our March, l\1onfieur Mo-
rAnget bringing up the Rear, and I leading the 
Van. 

I will not fpend Time in relating feveral per· 
fonal Accidents, inconfiderable in themfelves, 
or of no Confequence, the moft confiderable of 
them being the Want of frefu Water ; but 
will proceed to fay, that after three Day 
March we found a great River, where we haiL
ed and made th~ Signals agreed on# encampin 
on a commodious Spot of Ground till we could 
bear ef the Boat, which was to follow us, or of 
our Ships. 

But our Provifions beginning to fall fborr.· 
and none of our Ships appearing, being hefides 

pprehenfive of fome unlucky Accident oc
cafion'd by the Difagreement between Mon
fieur de la Sale and Monfr. tk Btaujeu, the Chief 
of our Company came together to know what 
Refolution we fuould take. It was agreed, thal 
we ihould fpare our Provifions to endeavour to 
go on to fome Place where we n1ight find Bul
locks; but it was requifite to crofs the River, 
and we knew not how, becaufe we were too 
many of us, and therefore it was decreed to 
fet fome Carpenters there were among us at 
Work to build a little Boat, which took them 
up the eleventh and t yclfth of Eebru~try. 

The 
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Eeh.168~. The I 3th, we were put out of our ~a in by 
\/V"'V two Ve!Iels we difcover'd at Sea, wh1ch we 

knew to be the 'Joly and l" BeUe, to whom we 
made our Signals with Smoke. They came not 
in then, hecanfe it was late, but the next Day 
being the 14th in the Morning, the Boat, with 
the Sieor Barbier and the Pilot of the Bark la 
Belle come up, and both founded the Mouth of 
the River. 

They found on the Bar, from ten to twelve 

11 cne »i- Foot Water, and within it from five to fix: 
"'~: 

4

\: Fathom ; the Breadth of the River being about 
.half a ~arter of a League. They founded 
near the lfiand, which lies between the two 
Points of the Bay, and found the fame DepN!. 
The Boat of the 1oly came and founded on the 
other Side of the Chanae1, and particularly a
long the Shoals, I know not to what Purpofe • . 
The fame Day, Monfieur de la Sale, for whom 
we were much in Pain, came alfo, and as foon 
as he arrived, he caus'd the Boat to be laden 
with fuch Provifions as we ftood in Need of, 
but the Wind being contrary, it could noe 
come to us till the next Day, being the I sth. 

That fame Day, Monfr. de la Sale came Afhoar 
to view the Place and examine the Entrance 
into the River, which he found to be very 
good. Having COI)fider'd all Particulars, he re
folv'd to fend in the Bark la BeUe and 1' Aimable, 
that they might be under Shelter, to whi'h 
Purpofe, he order'd to found, and to know whe
ther thofe two Veffels could both come in that 
fame Day. Monfieur de Be.tujeu caus'd alfo the 
Place to be founded, and lay Afhoar on the o
ther Side of the River, where he took Notice 
there were Vines which run up the Trees, like 

· our 
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our Wa11 Vines, fome Woods and the Carcaffes Feb. 168) 
of BulJocks, which ~e fuppofed tq have died V"Y"J 
With Thidt. 

The 16th, the Pilots of the c:foly, l' Aimable 
and la Bellt, went again to found, they found 
the Entrance eafy, and gave it under their 
Hands. The 17th, they fix'd Stakes to mark 
out the Way, that the Vefrels might come fafe 
in. All Things feem'd to promife a happy 
·Event. 
· The r 8th, the Chevalier d' .A ire came afhore, 
to confer with Monfieur de la Sttle, who being 
defirous to have the Fly-boat l' .Aimablt! come in 
that Day, order'd the moft weighty Things in 
her to be unloaded, as the Cannon, the Iron 
and fome other Things. It was my good Fortune 
that my Cbeft ftood in the Way, and was alfo 
unloaded, but that Unlading could not be done 
till the next Day, being the 19th. That being 
perf9rm'd, the Captain affirm'i it would go in 
at S Foot Water. 

The 2oth, Monfieur de la Sale fent Orders to 
that Captain to draw near the Bar, and to 
come in at high Water, of which a Signal fhould 
be given him ; he alfo order'd the Pilot of the 
Bcuk l~J Belle to go aboard the Flyboat, to be 
affifting whel'l it came in. The Captain would 
not receive him aboard, faying, he could carry 
in his Ship without his Help. All thefe Pre
cautions prov'd of no Ufe; Monfieur de la Sale 

· could not avert his ill Fate· He having taken 
Notice of a large Tree on the Bank of the Ri
ver, which he judg'd fit to make a Canoe, fent 
7 or 8 Workmen to hew it down, two of whom 
return'd fome Time after, in a great Fright, 
and told him, they had narrowly efcap'd being 

D takeu 
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feb. t68) taken by a Company of Savag~s, and _that they 
l/V""'J believ'd the others had fallen tnto thetr Hands. 
1~mpllnJ Monfieur de la Sale order'd us immediately to 
o;. av4ges. handle our Arms, and to m:1rch with Drums 

beating towards the Savages, who feeing us in 
that Pofrure, fa~'d about and went off. 

lVIontieur de la Sale being defirous to join thofe 
Savages, to endeavour to get fome Information 
from them, orde{d Ten of us to lay down our 
Arms and draw near them, making Signs to 
them, at the fame Time, to come to us. When 

. they faw us in that Pofture and unarm'd, n1oft 
Their of them alfo laid down their Bows and Arrows 
Fri_end!J and came to meet us, carreffing us after their 

· Beb.unour. Manner, and ftroaking firft their own Breafts 
and then ours, then their own Arms and after
wards ours. By thefe Signs they gave us to un· 
dcrftand that they had a Friendfhip for us, 
which they exprefs'd by laying their Hands 
on their Hearts, and we did the fame on our 
Part. 

Six or feveu of thofe Savages went along with 
us, and the reft kept three of our Men, in the 
Nature of Hoftages. Thofe who went with us 
were made much of, but Mocfieur de la S11le 
could learn nothing of them, either by Signs or 
otherwife ; a11 they could make us underftand 
was, that there was good hunting of Bullocks 

·in the Country. We obferv'd, that their T1A 

confif!ed in a Cry, fetch'd from the Bottom of 
the Throat, not unlike the Ca 11 of a Hen to 
gather her Chickens. Monfieur de la Sale gave 
them fome Knives, Hatchets and other Trifles, 
with which they feem'd well pleafed, and wen' 
away. 

Monfieur 

I • 
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Monfieur de la Salt was glad to be rid of Feb. •68; 

t hofe People, becaufe he was willing to be pre-~ 
fent when the Flybo~lt came in ; but his ill Fate 
would not permit it. He thought fit to go him-
felt ·llong with thofe Savages, and we follow'd 
him, thinking to hove found our Men in the 
fame Place where we left them; but perceiv'd on 
the Contrary, that the Savag<.s had carried 
them away to their Camp, which was a League 
and half from us, and Monfieur de la Sablonniere, 
Lieutenant of Foot,. being one of thofe the Sa-
vages had taken with them, Monfieur de la S~ele 
refolved to go himfelf to fetch him away, an 
unhappy Thought which coft him dear. 

~s we were on our Way towards th~ Camp 
of the Savages, happen ning to look towards the 
Sea, we faw the . Fly boat l' Aimable under Sail, 
which the· Savages who were with us admir'd, 
and Monfieur de la Sale obferving it narrowly; 
told us, thofe People fteer'd wrong, and were 
ftanding towards the $ih0als, which made him 

. very uneafy, but fti11 we ad vane • We arriv'd 
at the Camp of the Savages, which Itood upon Their 
~n Eminence, and confifted of about Fifty Cot- Ca~1p. 
tages m~de of rufi1 1\llats, and others of dry'd 
Skins, and built with long Poles, bow'd round 
at the Top, like great Ovens, and moft of the 
Savages fitting about, as if they were upon the 
Watch. 

We were ftill advaodng into the VilJage, 
when W\! heard a Cannon ·Shot, the Noife 
whereof ftruck fuch a Dread among the Savages, 
that they all fen flat upon tbe Ground ; huE 
Monfieur de l~t Sllle and we wer~ too fenfible i£ 
was a Signal that our Ship was aground, which 
was confirm'd by feeing them furl their Sails ; 
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Feb.t68). However we were gone too far to return ; our 
~ Men muft be had, and to that Parpofe, we mull: 

proceed to the Hut of the Commander in 
Chief. 

As foon as we arrived there, Monfr. de /11 
Sale was introduc'd ; many of the Indian Wo
Jllen came in, they were very deform'd and 
all naked, excepting a Skin girt about them, 
which hung down to their Knees. They would 
have led us to their Cottages, but Monfr. de lA 
Sale had order'd us not to part, and to obferve 
whether the Indians did not draw together, fo 
that we kept together,franding upon our Guard, 
and I was always with him. 

They brought us fome Pieces of Beef, both 
Their E;z. frefh and dry'd in the Air and Smoke, and 
ltrt.1iJz• Pieces of Porpois, which they cut with a Sort -
mem. of Knife, made of Stone, fetting one Foot upon 

it, and holding with one Hand, whilft they cut 
with the other. Vve faw nothing of Iron a
mong them. They _had given our Men, that 
came with thent, to ear, and Monfr. del~ s~le 
being extraordinary uneafy, we foon took Leave 
of them to return. At our going out, we ob· 
ferv'd a bout forty Canoes., fome of tltem 1 ike 
thofe Monfr. de la Sale had feen on the Mijfifipi, 
which made him conclude he was not far from 
it. 

s • We foon arrived at our Camp, and found 
~ At;ra· the .l\1isfor~une, Monfr. de la Sale had appre· 
'PJ~t.z a· liended, was bat too certain. The Ship was 

• ftranded on the Shoals. The ill Management 
of the Captain, or of the Pilot, who had not 
fteer'd by the Stakes placed for that"Puq,ofe; 
the Cries Qf a Sailor pofted on the Main-top, 
who cry'd amain, Loo[, which was to fteer 

· towards 
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towards the Paffage mark'd out, whilft the Feh.• 68s· 
wicked Captain cry'd, Come no nearer, which was ~ 
to fteer the contrarY, Courfe; the fame Captain's 
Carelefoefs in not dropping his Anchor, as foon 
as the Ship tou.ch'd, which would have pre-
veated her !ticking aground ; the Folly o( low-
ering his Main-Sheet and hoifting out his Sprit-
Sail, the better to fall into the Wind, 2nd f.e-
cure the Shipwreck ; the Ca ptaig.'s r~fafing to 
aamit the Pilot of the Bark la Belle, whom rvton-
1ieur de la Sale had fent to affift him ; the found-
ing upon the Shoals to no Purpofe, and feve-
ral other Circumftances reported by the Ship's 
Crew and thofe who faw the Management, 
were infallible Tokens and Proofs,. that th~ 
Mifchief had been d«>ne defigQedly: and ad vife .. 
ably, which was one of the blackdl: and moft: 
deteftable Attions that Man could be guilty, 
of. 

This Misfortune was fo much the greater; 
becaufe that Veffel contain'd almoft all the Am
munition, Utenfils, Tools and other Necerfaries 
for Monfr. de la Sale's Enterprize and Settle ... 
ment. He had need of al1 his Refolution to 
bear up againft it ; but his Intrepidity did not 
forfake him, and he apply'd himfelf, without 
grie\ting, to Remedy what might be. All the 
Men were taken out of the Ship; he defir'd 
Monfieur de / Beaujeu to lend him his long Boat, ~ 
to help fav~ as much as might be. We be
gan with Powder and Meal. About thirty Hqg
fheads of Wine and Brandy were faved, ancl 
Fortune being incens'd againft us, two Thin~s. . 
contributed to the total Lofs of al~ th,e refr; .. 
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Feb.t6S~. The firft was, that our Boat, which hung ~t 

the Stern of the Ship run i\-ground, was mah
cioufly ftav'd in the Night, fo that we had none 
left but Monficur de Beaujeu's. 1"he fecond, 
that the Wind blowing in from the Offing, 
-made the \Vaves run high, which beating vio
lently againft the_Ship, fplit her, and all .the 

·lrght Goods were carry'd out at the opemng, 
by the Wate-r. This laft Misfortune happen'd 
alfo in the Night. Thus every Thing fell out 
moft unhappily, for had that befallen in the 

ay, Abundance of Things might have been 
a ed. . 

hilft we wei=e upon this melancholly ·Em-
ptoymenr, afiout an hundred, or an hundred and 
wenty of tlie·Natives ca1ne to our Camp, with 
neir Bows and Arrows. Monfieur de la Sale 
r<ler.' us to 1J ndle our Arms, and ftand upon 

.. our Guard. .About twenty of thofe Indians 
nix'd themfulves among us, to obferve what we 

1iad fJved oft e Shipwreck, upon which, there 
~re feveral Sentinels, to let none come near 

the Powder. ~ 

The reft of the IndiAns ftood in Parcels, or 
Pelotons. Nlonfr. tie la Sale, wbo was .acquaint
ea with their Ways, order'd us to obferve their 
Behaviour, and to take Nothing from them, 

hich neverthelefs did not hinder fome of our 
Men from receiving fome Pieces of Meat. Some 
Time after, when the Indians were about de
parting, they made Signs to us to go a Hunt
ing with them; but befides that, there was fuffi-

·. cient Caufe to fufp~et them, we had enough other 
Bufinefs to do. However we ask'd, whether they 
would h1rter for any of their Canoes, which 
'1ey agreed to. The -Sieur Barbier went along 

with 
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with them, purchas'd two for Hatchets and Fes.168 ... 

broughtthern. ~ 
Some Days after, we perceiv'd :~ Fire in the 

Country, which fpread it felf and burnt the 
dry Weeds, ftil1 drawing towards us; where
upon, tvlonfi·. de la Sale made all the Weeds 
and Herbs that were about us, be pull'd up, and 
particularly all about the Place where the Pow
der was. Being defirous to know the Occafion 
of that Fire, he took about twenty of us along 
with him, and we rnarch'd tbat Way, and even 
beyond the Fire, without feeing any Body. 
We perceiv'd that it run towards the 'JIV. S. JV. 
and judg'd it had begun about our firft Camp, 
and at the Village next the Fire. 

Having fpy'd a Cottage near the ·Bank of a 
Lake, we drew towards it, and found an old 
Woman in ft, who fled as foon as fhe faw us; but 
'having overtaken and given her to underftand, 
that we would do her no Harm, fhe rtturn'd to 
her Cottage, where we found fome Pitchers of 
Water, of which we all drank. Some Time af-
ter we fa w a Canoe coming, in w hi eh were tvvo 
Women and a Boy, ·vvho being landed, and 
perceiving vve had done the old Woman no oJ~ s,:1tt .. 
Harm, came and imbraced us in a very particu- tauon. 
lar Manner, blowing upon our Ears and ma-
king Signs to give us to underftand, that their 
People vvere a hunting. 

A fevv Minutes after, feven or eight of the 
lndians appeared, vvho, it is likely, had hid 
themfelves among the Weeds vvhen they favv 
us coming. Being come up they faluted us, aft r 
the fame Manner, as the Women had dohe, 
vvhich made us laugh. We ftaid there fi,me 
Time vvith them. Some of our Men barter'd 
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Feb.t6Ss. Knives -for Goats Skins, after which we return'd 
t../'V'""J to our Camp · Beina come thither, Monfieur 

de la Sale m~td'e me go aboard the Bark lA Belle, 
vvhere he had imbark'd Part of the Povvder 
vvith pofitive Orders not to carry., or permit 
any Fire to he made there, having fufficient 
Caufe to fear every thing, after vvhat had hap-

. ned. For this Reafon they carry'd me and 
all that vvere vvith me, our Meat every Day. 

During this time it was that l'Aimable open
ing in the Night, the next lVlorning we faw 
all the light Things that were come out of it 
floating a bout, and Monfieur de la Sale fent 1_\.len 
every Way, who gather'd up about 30 Casks 
of Wine and Brandy, and fome of Flefb, Meal 
and Grajn. 

\Vhen we had gathcr'd all, as well what had 
been taken out of the Ship-wreck:'d Ve!fel as 
what could be pick~d up in the Sea, the next 
Thing- JVaS to regulate the Provifions we had 
eft proportionably to the l~umber of Men we 

were; and there being no more Bisket, Meal 
was deliver'd out, and with it we made Hafty 
Pudding with Water, which was none of the 
beft; fome large Beans and India Corn, part of 
which had taken wet ; and eyery thing was di
ftributed very difcreetly. We were much in
commoded for want of Kettles, but Monfieur 
de 'Buzujeu gave Monfieur de la Sale one, and he 
crder'd another to be brought from the Bark 
l•i Belle, by which means we were well ferv'd. 

\Ve were frill in want of Canoes. Monfieur 
de la Sale fent to the Camp of the Indians to 
barter for fome, and they who went thither 
obferv,d, that thofe People had n1ade their Ad
vantage of our Ship-wreck, and had fome .Bales 

• - of 
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of NDrmandy Blankets, and they faw fevera Feb. •6 S· 
Women had cut them in two and made Petti
coats of them. '}':hey a1fo faw Bits of Iron of 
the Ship that was caft away; and return'd 
immediately to make their Report to Monfieur 
de l~t Sale, who faid we muft endeavour to get 
fame Canoes in Exchange, and refolv'd to fend 
thither again the next Day. Monfieur du Hamel, 
Enfign to 1.\t.ionfr. de Bettujeu, offtr'd to go up in 
his Boat, which Monfieur de la Sale agreed to, 
and order'd l.Vleffieurs Moranget, his Nephew, 
DeflogeJ, Oris, Gayen, and fome others to bear 
him Company. 

No fooner were thofe Gentlemen., wno were 
n1ore Hot than Wife, landed, but they went up 
to the Camp of the INdians, with. their Arms 
in their Hands, as if they had intended to force _lffdifh • 
them, whereupon feveral of thofe People fled. ~~':~,0! .t'fl 
Going into tl~e Cottages, they found others, to -n}o;. 

whom Monfieur du Hamel en-d ea vour'd to figni .. 
fy by Signs., that he would have the Bl:anket 
they had found reftor'd ; but the Misfortune 
was., that none of them underftood one another. 

* The Indians thought it their beft Way to with
draw, leaving bebind tliem fome Blankets and 
Skins of Beafts, which thofe Gentlemen took 
away, and finding fome Canoes in their Return. 
they feiz'd two, and got in, to bring then1 
away. 

But having no Oars, none of them knowing 
how to manage thofe Canoes, and having only 
fome pitiful Poles, which they could not tell 
the right Ufe of, and the Wind being alfo a
gainft them, they made little Way; which the 
Sieur du Hamel, who was i!'! his Boat percei viog., 
and that Night drew on., he made the beft of 

hi$ 
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JHttrch his Way, forfook them and returt)'d to the 
t68). Camp. . . , 
~ Thus Night came upon them, whtc? obhg d 

thofe unexperienc'd Canoe Men, bemg tho
roughly tir'd, to go afbore to take fome Reft, 
and the Weather being cold, they lighted a 

. Fire, about which they laid them down and 
1br: Indi- fell aileep ; the Sentinel they had appointed 
~~~en~:~e doing the fame .. !he Indi~tns .returning to their 

Camp,and perceiving our Men had carry'd away 
two Canoes, fome Skins and Blankets, took it 
for a Declaration of a War, refolv'd to be 
reveng'd, and difcoV'ering an unufual Fire, pre
fently concluded that our Men had halted 
there. A confiderable Number of them re .. 
pair'd to th.e Place, without making the leafi: 

oife, found our carelefs People -faft afieep, 
wrap'd up in their Blankets, and fuot a full 
Volley of their Arrows upo.n them all together 
on a Sudden, having firft given their ufual 

. Shout before they fall on. 
~ieuJ~ The Sieur Moranget awaking with the Noife; 

j;l.J and and finding himfelf. wounded, ftarted up and 
{/:fes fir'd his Piece fuccefsfully enough, fome others · 

• d"d the like, whereupon the Natives fled. The 
Sieur Moranget came to give us the Alarm, 
though he was fhot through one of. his Arms, 

elow the Shoulder, and had another 11anting 
Wound on the Breafr. Monfieur de la Sale im
mediately fent fome arm'd Men to the Place, 
who could not find the Indians, but when Dav 
appear'd, they found the Sieurs Oris and Def
loges dead upon the Spot, the Sieur GaJen 
much hurt, and the reft all fafe and found • 

. This 
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Thi~ Difalter, which happen'd the Night of M.trch 

the 5th of Mllrch, very much affiitled Monfieur 168
S 

de la S~tle; but he chiefly lamented 1Vlonfieur 
Dejloges a fprightly Youth, who ferv'd well; 
but in ffiort, it was their own Fault, and con
trary to the Charge given them, which was to · 
be watchful and upon their Guard. We were 
under Apprehenfions for Meffieurs /Aoranget . · 
and Gayen, left the Arrows fbould be poifon'd. 
It afterwards appear'd they were not, how
ever Monfieur Moranget's Cure prov'd difficult, 
becaufe fome fmall Veffi 1 was cut. 

The Confequences of this Misfortune, toge
ther with the Concern, moft of the beft Perfons 
who had follow'd Monfieur de lA Sale were 
under, fupported the Ddign of thofe who 
were for returning to France and forfaking 
him, of which Number were Monfieur Dait:
maville, a Prieft of the Seminary of St. Sulp~ce, 
the Sieur Minet, Engineer and. fome other . 
The common Difcout fes of Monfieur tie ltt 
Sale's Enemies tending to difcredit his ConduEt 
and to reprefent the pretended Rafhnefs of his 
Eoterprize, contributed confiderably tovvards 
the Defertion ; hue his Refolution prevailing, 
he heard and . waited all Events vvith Pati
ence, and alvvays gave h.is Orders, vvithout 
appearing the Ieaft difcornpos'd. 

He caus'd the Dead to be brought to our 
Camp, a11d bury'd them Honourably, the Can~l 
noa fupplying the Want of Bells, and then 
confider'd o"f making fome fafer Settlement. 
He caus d all that had been fav'd from ·th 
Shipvvreck, to be brought together into one 
Place, threvv up Intreochments about it, to 
fecure his Effeas, and perceiving that the 

\Vater 
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'March Water of the River, where we were, roul'd 
168 S· down violently into the Sea, he fancy'd that 

.~ mightt be one of the Branches ot the Miffifipi, 
and propos'd to go up it, to fee whether lie 
could find any Tokens of it, or of the Marks 

. he had left, when he went down by Land to 
the Mouth of it. · 

Debates In the mean Time, Monfieur de Beaujeu was 
ben»een · d Th Ch 1· .J .A· rhe Csm· prepanng to epart: e eva ter ae zre 
ma»d~rs. had many Conferences with Monfieur de la Sale 

about feveral things, the latter demanded of 
Monfteur de Beaujeu, particularly the Cannon 
and Ball which were aboard the Joly, and had 
been defign'd for him; whicli Monfieur de 
.Beaujtu refus'd, alle'dging that all thofe things 
lay at the Bottom of theHold, and that he could 
not run1mage it without evident Danger of 
perifhing; tho', at the fame time, he knew we 
had Eight Pieces of Cannon and not one Bullet~ 

I know not how that Affair was decided be· 
Jllr: de la tween them; but am fure he fuffer'd the Cap· 
!5ak ~ducb tain of the Fly-boat l' .Aimable to im bark aboard 

rang • Moufieur de Be~tujeu, tho' he deferv'd to be moft 
feverely punilh'd, had Juftice been done him. 
His Crew follow'd him, contrary to what M on• 
Jicur de Beaujeu had prornis'd, that he woul4 
not receive a Man of them. AH that Mon-

B 
Mr_. de fieur de la Sale could do, tho' fo much wrong'd, 

eauJeu . v. . M r. d . l 
lt.:'T,i(s him was to wnte to urance, to OD1deur e Saz.gne ay, 

Minifter of Stare, whom he acquainted with all 
the Particulars, as I was ioform'd, when I re
turn'd, and he gave the Packet to Monfieur 
de Beaujeu, who fail'd away for France. 

Havwg loft the Notes l took at that time, 
and being forc'd to rely much upon Memory 
'"or what l U•OW write, I 1hall not pretend to be 

, ' any 
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any longer exacl in the Dates, for fear of .A!ar.t·68 
miftaking, and therefore I cannot be pofitive 
as to the Day of Monfieur de B~aujeu's Depar
ture, but believe it was the 14th of M~trchJ 
H~8)• . ' 

When Monfr. de Beaujeu vvas gone, we feU 
to Work to make a Fort, of the Wreck of the .A F re 
Ship that had been caft away, and many Pieces bui1r. 
of Timber the Sea threw up; and during that 
Time, feveral Men deferted, which added to 
Monfieur de la Sale's Affii8ion. A Spaniard and 
a French Man ftole away and fled, and were ne-
ver more heard of. Four or five others follow'd 
their Example, but Mqnfieur de la Sllle having 
timely Notice, fent after them, and they were 
brought back. One o.f them was condemn'd to 
Death, and the others to ferve the King ten 
Years in that Country. 

When our Fort was weU advanc'd, Monfr.· 
de la "ale refolv'd to clear his Doubts, and to go 
up the River, where we wtre, to know whe-
ther it was not an Arm of the Miffifipi, and ac- Ma.,p. de 
cordingly order'd fifty Men to attend him, of la Sale . 
:~hich Nnmber were M on fr. Car·elier, his Bro- goes to dif 

ther, and Monfr. ChedeviOe, both Priefrs, two :h~~;~, 
Recolet Fryars, and feveral Voluntiers, w ha ~ 
fet out in five Canoes we had, with the neccf-
fary Provifions . • There remain'd in the Fort a-
bout an hundred and thirty Perfons, and·Monfr. 
de La Sale gave me the Command of it, with Or-
ders not to have any Commerce with the Na-
tives, but to fire at them if thev appear'd. 

Whilft Monfr. de la Sale was abfent, I caus'd 
an Oven to be built, vvhich vvas a great .Help 
to us, and employ'd my felf in finilhing the 
Fort, and putting it in a Pofture to vvith-

ftand 
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M4r.16R') ftand the Indians, who came fr~que~tly in the 
r../Y') Night to range about us, howling hke Wolves 

and Dogs ; but two or thre~ Mufque~ Shots put 
them to Flight. It happen ·d one Night, that 
having fir'd fix or feven Shot, Monfieur de 
lA Sllle, vvho vvas not far from us, heard 

R.!_turns them, and being in Pain about it, · he retorn'd 
with fix or feven Men, and found all Things 
in a good Pofture . 

. He told us he had found a good Country, 
fit to fow and plant all Sorts of Grain, a

Sets out 4• bounding in Beeves and wild Fowl ; that he 
t,~Zin. defign'd to erett a Fort farther up the River, 

and accordingly he left me Orders to fquare 
out as much Timber as I could get, the Sea 
cafting up much upon the Shore. He had 
given the fame Orders to the Men he had left 
on the Spot, feven or . eight of whom, de
tach'd from the reft, being bufy at that Work, 
and feeing a Number of the Natives, fled, 
and unadvifeably left their Tools behind them. 
Monfieur d,e la Sale returning thither, found a 
Paper made faft to a Reed, vvhich gave him 
Notice of that Accident, Tvhich he wa1 
coocern'd at, becaufe of the Tools, not fo 
much for the Value of the Lofs, as hecaufe it 
was fur11ifhing the Natives with fuch Things 
as they might afterwards make Ufe of againft . 
us. 

About the Beginning of .April, we were a• 
.ASp~tnijh larm'd by a Veifel which appear'd a£ Sea, near 
Veffel ap- enough to difcern the Sails, and we fuppofed 
pe.t.rs. they might be Spaniards, who had heard of our 

Coming and were ranging the Coaft to find us 
out. That made us ftand upon our Guard, to 
keep within the Fort, and fee that our Arms 

were 
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were fit for Service. We afterwards faw two Apr. ~98 
Men in that Veffel, who inftead of coming to 
uss, went towards the other Point, and by 
that Means pafs'd on, wit.hbut perceiving us. . 

Having one Day ohferv'd, that the Water 
· work'd and bubbled up, and afterwards per-
ceiving it was occafion'd by the Fifu skipping J!lt:n'! .,f ·· 
from Place to Place, I caufed a Net to .. be Fijh '"CJ~. 
brought, and we took a prodigious Quantity of. 
Fifh, among which were many Dorado's, or 
Gilt-Heads, Mullets and others about as big 
as a Herring, which afforded us good Food fo 
feveral Days. This Fifhe.ry, which I caufed to 
be often follow'd, was a great Help towar~s 
our Subfiftance. 

About that Time, and on Eafter-day that 
Year, an unfortunate Accident befel Monfieur 
le Gros. After Divine Service he took a Gun 
to go kill Snip.es about the Fort. He fhot ~~fl 
one, vvhich fell into a Mar fu, he took off his t~·d:e 
Shoes and Stockings to fetch it out; and re-

1
11Gro Mr. 

turning., throu~h Carelef nefs trod upon a Rat- e 1
" 

tle &nake, fo call'd, becaufe it has a Sort of 
S:ale on the Tail, vvhich mJkes a Noife. The 
S;rpent bit him a little above the Ankle, he 
vvas carefu11y drefs'd and look'd after, yet 
after having endur'd very much, he dy'd at 
laft, .as 1 fhall mention in its Pla{;e. Another 

. more unlucky Accident befell us, one of our 
FHhermen fwirnming about the Net to gather 
the .Fifh, was carry'd away by the Current, 
and could not be help'd by us. 

Our Men fometimes went about feveral MaJ t63) 
little Salt Water Lakes, that were near oar 
Fort, and found on the Banks a Sort of fiat 
Filhes, like Turbots afleep, which they ftruck 

with 
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M.ty 168'5 with fbarp pointed Sticks, and they were good 

.st/V"Vl d Food Providence alfo fhew'd us that there 
a t foun • ., . 

in Pools. was Salt made by the Sun, up~n f~veral httle 
Salt Water Pools tbere were In d&vers Places, 
for having obferv'd that there grew on them 
a Sort of white Subftance, like the Cream upon 
Milk, I took Care every D1y to fend and fetch 
tbCLt Scum off, which prov'd to be a very white 

· and good Salt, whereof I gather'd a Quanti
ty, and it did us good Service. 

Some of our Hunters having feen a Parcel 
of wild Goats running as if they vvere frighted, 
judg1d they were purfued by the Indians, and 
c~me for Refuge to the Fort, and to give me 
Notice. Accordingly fome Time after,we difco· 

. ver'd a Parcel of Natives, who came and po· 
JndJansh fted themfelves on an Eminence, within· Can .. 
~ome ro 1 e 
Fort. non Shot, fome of them drew off from the reft 

and approach'd the Fort by the Way of the 
Downs. I caufed our Men immediately to 
handle their Arms, and wet Blankets t6 be 
laid on our Huts, to prevent their being burnt 
by the Fire the Savages fometimes fhoot with 
their Arrows. Al1 this . Time thofe who had 
feparated themfelves from the reft, being three 
in Number, ftill drew nearer, making Signs 
for us to go to them ; but Monfieur de la Sale 
had forbid me having any Commerce with them; 
however, fince they had neither Bows nor Ar• 
rows, we made Signs to them to draw near, 
which they did without' hefh:ating. 

We went out to meet them, l\1onficrur M•• 
ranget made them fit down, and they gave us 
to underftand by Signs, that their People were 
hunting near us; being able to make no more~ 
of what they faid, Monfieur Morarwet was for 

o knockin~ 
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knocking out their Brains, to revenge · their 11me~S1 
having murdeed our Companions, but I would t/"Y'J 
not coufen! to it, fince they had come confiding 
in us. I m1de Signs to them to be gone, which 
they did as faft as they could, fome fmall Shot 
we fir'd into the Air making them run, and a 
Cannon Shot, 1 pointed towards the rifing , 
Ground, where the reft were, put them all to 
Flight. 

J'hefe Accidents made us double our Guards, 
fince we were at open War with that crafty 

a ion, which let flip no Opportunity to fur
prize us, and therefore Penalties were appoint
ed for fuch as fhould be found aUeep upon Sen· 
tinel; the Wooden-Horfe was fet up for them 

ithout Remiffion; and by Means of fuch Pre
cautions we fav'd OUli Lives. 

Thus we fpent the reft of the Month, till 
he Beginning of f].une. In the mean Time, 

Monfteur de la Sale had begun to make anoth li 
Settlement, in the Place he before told us of, 
looking upon it as better, becwfe it was fur
ther up the Country. To that Purpofe he fent 
to us the Sie r de Villeperdry with two Canoes seco»d 
and Orders for the Sieur Mor~tnget to repair to Scrrlemcm 
him, if he were recover'd, and that all the Men 
fhould march, except 30 of the ableft to make 
a good Defence, who were to ftay with me in 
the Fort. The reft being feventy Perfons, as 

ell Men and Women as Children, fet out 
with the Sie.ur Moranget ; and we being but a 
fmall Number remaining, I caufed the Fort to 
be brought into a lefs Compafs, to fave pofting 
fo many Sentinels. 

Our little Company began to take Satisfacl:i
on in the Eafe of getting and the ature ~four 

E Provl.{ions 
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~uly16 8 ) Proviuons, which a greater Number has more 
~Difficulty to be fupply'd with, and which we 
~~1/[c~. had Ple~:Y of, by M~an~ of Hunting andFilhing, 
"'",d. thofe be10g our pnnc1pal Employme~ts, and 

we liv'd well enough contented, expechng to be 
remov'd. However there were fome Malecon• 
tents, who refolv'd to defert; but finding a 
Difficuly to put it in Execution, for that they 
could neither get Arms, nor Powder nor Bal1, 
becaufe the Sieur le Gros and I kept all lock'd 
up, and were very vigilant, that none might be 
Iavifuly fpent, they took the cruel Refolution 
to rid themfelves of us. 

-.. 

That bloody M a tfacre was to begin by me, 
when I was afleep, and then to proceed to the 
Sieur le Gros, who lay in the Magazine, or 
Warehoufe, and waa in no Condition to defend 
himfelf, becaufe his Leg was ftill fwolen, and 
put him to much Pain. The Execution was to 
be by ftabbing. One of the Confpirarors re
veal'd this to the Sieur Davault, a Hunter, who 
immediately came and accquainted me. I aid 
not juft then take Notice of what l had been 
told;. but in the Evening, when they return'd 
from hunting, I caufed one to be fecur'd, who 
prefently confefs'd alJ. His Accomplice w~s 
alfo feiz'd, and it was very troublefom to fe· 
cure them till the Time when we fhould re· 
move. 

About the Middle , of 7uly, the Bark la Be01 
came and anchor'd near us. An Order was 
bn~ught me from Monfieur de la Sale, direCting 
n1e to put aboard it all the Effeets that were in 
our Fort, to make a Float of the Timber I had 
eau fed to be fquar'd, if Time would permit, if 
not to bury it in the Ground.. Every Man fet 

his 
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!lis Hand to the Work, with all poffible Dili- ~uly 168) 
gence, and our two Prifoners were put aboard, r....rv--v 
as was alfo Monfieur le Gros and his Surgeon, 
with all our EffeB:s. 

The Float WJS began with immenfe Labour; 
but the Weather proving very Stormy, and 
holding very long, I was oblig'd to caufe what 
had been done to be taken in Piece , and to 
bury the Timber in the Sand, the beft we could, 
that the Natives might not find it. · 

We then fet out towards the Place where 1f fi fl 
the lndiatJs had been encamp'd, when Monfieur Fort ~b;n. 
de la Sale went the firft time to fee them. We don'd. · 
found no Creature, and lay there that N'ght. 
and fo proceeded along the Sea Coaft, without 
any Accident, to the Camp of the Sieur Hurie, 
which was a Poft in the Way, where l\tlonfieur 
de /11 Sale had order'd all our Effetl:s to be laid 
up. h had no other Ioclofure but Chefts and 
Barrels; but there was nothing to fear from 
the Europeans. 

We fpent the Night at that Poft, and two 
Canoes coming thither the next Morning I Ill P6flure 

b d f h · h p f ' of the 2d. wenE .a oar one o t em, Wlt art o my seulemenr 
Company, and join'd Monfieur de la Sale the 
next Day, at the Place where he had refolv'd 
to make his new Settlement. I gave him an 
Account of all that had happen'd, and was 
amaz'd to fee Things fo ill begun and fo little 
advanc'd. As for tlie Plantation, the Seed 
and Grain put into the Ground, was either loft 
tnrough Drought, or eaten by Birds or Beafts. 
There were feveral Dead, and among them the 
Sieur d, Yilleperdry; many fick, and of that 
Number Monfieur CavAlier the Prieft ; no Shel· 
ter bu& a little fquare Place 1tak'd in, where tlie 

E 2 Powder 
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1uly ,68 ) Powder w sand fome Ca·sks of Brandy; many 
t/"i'v other Inconveniences diere were, which n1ade 

all Things appear in a miferable Condition. 
It was requifite to think of building llarge 

Lodgment, Monfieur de la Sale defign'd it, but 
the Difficul~;y was to get proper Timbet for 
Building. There was a little Weod, where a 
good Quantity might be had, but it was a 
League up the Country, and· we had neither 
Carts ·nor Hor,(es to carry it; however Monfr. 

Pad La- de l~ Sale fent Workmen thitlier, with others 
hour. to guard them. The Trees were cut down 

and fqoar'd, but the Carpenters were fo igno
rant, that Monfr. de la Sttle was forc'd to act 
tJ1e Mailer Builder, and to mark out the Pieces 
fqr t e W.ork he defigp'd. Some of thofe 
P.ieces of Timber were dragg'd to the Camp, 
over the Grafs and Weeds the' Plain was co
ver'd with ; afte·rwards the Carriage of a Gun 
was made ufe of; but all coft fo much Labour, 
that the ableft Men were quite fP,ent. 

This exceilive Toil, the poor Suftenance the 
· labouring Men had, and that often retrench'd 

as a Penal y for having fail'd in doing their 
Duty ; the Uneafinefs Monfleur de la Sale was 
under to fee nothing fucceed as he had imagin'd, 
and w hi eh often made him infult the Men, 
when there was little Reafi n for it; All thefe 
things together affiitl:ed very many fo fenfibly 
that they vifibly declin'd, and above thirn 

Crlrpenter dy'd. The Lofs of fo many Men was fo low'd 
lofl. by that of the Mafter Carpent r, w.ha was re· 

turning one Evening with me; but I happening 
to ftep a fide to kill fome wild Fowl, ·when I 
came to our Habitation I found him not, and 
it was never k wn Yi at be~ame of him; an 

Accidenl 



i11to N 0 R: T H A M E R I C A. 5 ~ . 
':Accident which added to our Vexation, for tho' .Aug.l68s 
he had but little Skil1 at his Trade, yet we ~ 
ftood in Need of him. 

Notwithftanding all thofe Dif!ppointments; 
enough Timber was carry'd or rather dragg:d, 
to build the Houfe Monfieur de la Sale defign d, 
and he was himfelf the Architect. He mark'd 
out the Lengths, he Tenants and Mortifes, 
and made good the Defect of tn e Workmen 
and calling to Mind that I had oury'd feveral 
Pieces of Timber at our firft Habitation, which 
might be of Ufe, he order'd me to take two 
Canoes and 20 Men, to go fetch them, in the 
Bark la Belle, which was with us. 

Being come to the Place, we found the Na
tives had difcover'd our Tin1ber, and carry'd 
away fome Planks, to pick aut the Nails ther 
\\'ere in them, which they value very much, 
to point their Arrows. We labour'd to make 
a Float, loaded the Bark la Belle with the reft 
of the Planks and other Effea:s, and fet out 
again. Some of the Natives appear'd whilff: 
we were at Work, but feeing us advance to
wards them, witli onr Arms in our Hands, they 
fled. 

We return'd fafe to Monfieur de la Sale, who s· d"' 
. U01'1 Jet• was glad to fee us, tho' we had loft one of the tkmem. 

Canoes, for want of its being well made faft 
to the Float; but the Timber we brought was 
a mighty Help towards carrying on his Defigo, 
and much fitter than that we had hew'd in the 
Wood, with fo much Labour; fo that this 
Timber occafion'd the raifing another Struaure 
contiguoas to the former. All was cover'd with 
Plan:Ks, and Bullocks Hides over them. The 

pat:tments were divided, and all of them well 
E 3 cover'd .• 
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~ep. t68~ cover' d. Th Stores had a Place apart, · and 
~ that Dwelling had the Name of St. Lewis given 

it, as well as the N ighbouring Bay. 
The Sieur le Gro.r, who had remain'd aboard 

the Bark le Belle, ever fince the firft Voyage Jhe 
nude tQ our former. Habitation, was carry'd 

Mr • . le aihore to the new One, and his Leg ftill fweu .. 
G~os iter ing, the Surgeon was apprehenfive of a Morti· 
an °1 ers fication, and advis'd him to confent to have it 

cut off. He did fo, tho' with Regret, the Ope
ration was made, but a Fever follow'd imme- . 
diately, and he liv'd but two Days, dying on 
the F aft of the Derol1ation of St.]ohn B~tptijJ, 
much lamented by all Men, and particularly by: 
Monfieur de la Sale, to whom he was very fer .. 
viceable, by reafon of his general Knowledge, 
and his particqlar Fidelity towards him. Mon
fieur Carpentier,. Son to the Mafter of the Works 
and the Sieur Thibault, both of Roan, and fome 
others, dy'd about the fame time. 

Monfieur de la Sale being defirous to take a 
Pro~refs, to find his fatal Miffiftpi River, and 
only expetHng the Recovery of his Brother 
Monfieur Cavalier, who was to bear him Com
pany, he began to make fome Preparations 

""' towards it, and in the mean time, took fome 
fmall Journeys of four or five Leagues about, 
but could learn nothing further, than that it 
was a very fine Country, hem'd in on one 
Side by a fmall Mountain, which appear'd at 
a~ out Fifteen or Twenty Leagues diftance; 
beautify'd with very fine Trees, and water'd 
by man little Rivers, whereof that, on which 
we ha Built our Habttation was the leaft. 

~v~r of !Ve c ll'd it l4 Riviere Aux B~ufs, that is the 
E: Ooc s. iver of Bullocks, by reafon of the greac Nu m· 

ber 
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her of them there was about it. Thefe Bul- s~p. 168; 
locks are very like ours, there are Thaufands \,/'\(".) 
of them, but inftead of Hair they have a very 
long curl'd Sort of Wool. 

Monfieur de la Sale Studying all Ways to 
find out the River Miffifipi, imagin'd it might 
faU into the adjacent Bay, and refolv'd to go 
view all the Coafts about it, and to make ufe 
of the Bark la .Belle. Accordingly he order'd 
me to repair to the faid Bark, with five Men 
and a Canoe., into which he put his Cloaths, 
and other Effects in feveral · Chefts. 

That ihort Voyage was very trouhlefome to 
os, by reafon of the foul Weather, with contra
ry Winds and Storms, which hdd like to have 
overwhelm'd us, and what was ftill worfe~ 
we did not find the Bark, where we had left 
her. We went on a League further, to no 
Purpofe, and Provifions beginning to fall Ihort~ 
becaufe we had been fix Days on the Way, in
ftead of three, we refolv'd to return to the 
Place from whence we came. 

Monfieur de la Sale feeiog us return at a di
ftance, came to meet us. Our Report troubled 
him for the Bark, which he ftood in need of, 
fo that he refolv'd to go himfelf to feek her, 
imbark'd in a Canoe, and fent me another 
Way, in another. After having wander'd about B?Jt r 
all that Day, the next Night and the Day fol· the Ba:Jz 
}owing, we at laft perceiv,d her, where fbe lay loft. 
under Shelter in ~ little Creek, having been in 
Danger of Perifhing by the foul Weather we 
had been in, and had loft her Boat, \Y hi eh was 
not well made faft. · 

; ·" I 

-E 4 The 
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oa. 168) The Bark was alfo difcover'd by Monfienr 
t/Y"'J de la Sale,. who was on the other fide, which 

made him draw near and land, wbence he fent 
his Canoe to the faid Bark, and Monfieur 
Mor~tnget who commanded it, went aboard to 
meet him. The Lofs of the Boat troubled Mon
fieur de la Sale, I fent a Canoe to bring him, 
but to no Purpofe ; however the Trunks were 
put aboard the Bark. 

Monfieur Cavalier the Prieft, being recover'd, 
W/J.zt ~onfieur de la S~tle p;epar'a to fet out w.ith all 

Storesrh~J peed. He was pleas d to Honour me With the 
had. Comma nd, during his "'Abfence, and left me an 

' Inventory of all that was in our Habitation, 
confi l1 ing of Eight Pieces of Cannon, two 
H undred Fjrelocks, as manyCotlaces, an Hun
dred Barrels of Powder, three Thoufand Weight 
of Ball, about three Hundred Weight of other 
Lead., fo me Bars of Iron, twenty .Packs. of Iron 
t o make Nails, fome Iron Work and Tools, as 
H atchets and the like. 

As~forProvifions,all that were left me amooo· 
ted tot wenty Casks of Meal, one Cask and a 
half of Wine, three Quarters of a Cask of Bran· 
oy, and for living Creatures fome few Swine, a 
Cock and a Hen; which is very fhort.of what 
ha(been Publi fh'd by the Author of a Book en· 
.tituled, The firft Eft~tblijhment in New France: but 
the Reafon of it is, that he compiled his Work 
upon the Credit of Relations, which vvere as 
:alfe as to the Point of the Ammunition and 

Provifions, remaining in our Habitation, V"Yben 
1.\tlonfieur de la Sale fet out that Time, as con
~erning. the Fort vvell condition'd, and the 
l\tla~a~tnes ~r Storehofes u_nder Ground, which 
are all1magmary, there be1.ng Nothing but the 

Houfe 
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Houfe I have mention'd, pallifado'd, with fome f~ ~-~ 
old Stakes. ~ v _ ~ 

Monfr. de la Sale farther order,d me not to 
receive any Man of thofe he took along with 
him, un fs the.v brought an Order from him in 
Writing; nor to hold or admit ef any Com
munication with the Natives, but rather to fire 
upon them, and fome other Particulars be 
thought fit to be obferv'd. He had made him
felf a Coat of Mail with finail Laths, ro fecure 
himfelf againft the Arrows, which he took a
long with him, he alfo took the Canoes, and 
promis'd to fend me one back. Five Cannon 
Shot were the Signal of his Departure. 

He took his Way along the lower Part of 
the River, to march by Land along the neigh- 11

11i5onfl1'· de 

b . B h. h 1J'd f ' S L . h a a ego($ ounng ay, w 1c was'C-a ....o- t. ew:s, t e out 10 di[-
Canoes keeping within Sight. I was left cover. 
in the Habitation with thirty four Perfons, Men, St.Lewi:a'~ 
Women and Children, and of that Number B.zJ• 
were three Recolet Friars, the Sieur Hurie, wl1o 
was to command in my Ahfence, one of the 
Sieurs D~haut, 'he Sieurs Thibault and a Sur-
geon. 

Our Provifions being very fmaU, and it being 
requifite to fpare them, for the Sick, we were 
oblig'd to apply our felves to Fifhing and Shoot
ing. Both of them at firft prov'd very unfuc
cefsful, efpecially the latter; becaufe we were 
not yet well vers'd in them, and Monfieur de 
la Sale had taken our Huntfman along with him ; 
but at length, Neceffity made us more expert. 
Mle kill'd Beeves, fome of which I caus'd to be 
dry'd, and they w~re a confiderable Help to 
fubfift us. 

Some 
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NDTJ.t68S Some Days after, the Canoe Monfieur de Ill 
~ Sale had promis'd me, arrived with three Sol
lf"nter. ,_ diers, who brought us the News of the Lofs of altS fVIIu 
Cold. the Huntfrnan Monfieur Je la Sale had taken 

along with him, and who had been found dead 
with Cold in a Ditch, where he had lain down 
to re£1: after hunting, which troubled us an ve
ry much. They alfo inform'd us, that Monfr. 
tle la Sale advancing towards fome Dwel1ings 
the Natives had abandon'd, after a fmall Re
iiftance, {ome of whom had been wounded as 
they fled, they had taken and brought a Girl 
and a Woman, who was fhot thro' the Thigh, 
of which fhe dy'd. 

Dec.t68s The Canoe was a great Help to ns to carry 
what we kill'd, which being brought to oar Ha· 
bitation, found Employment for all Perfons, 
fome to flea, others to cut up, and others to 
dry it. At other Times, I fet fome of our 
Men to throw, up a Trench about o~r Habi
tation. 

Thus we fpent our Tim.e, tilJ a.~ou~ t.h~ 
:; .. n.t686 Middle of 'January, 1686, when being all, one 

EYening, in our Manfion, the Sentinel came in 
to 'acquaint me, that be heard a Voice towa~ds 
the River; fome Men ran thither immediately, 
and found a Man in a Canoe, crying, bominicll, 
which was the Name of young Duhaut,. who 
was with us. The Sight of that made me appre
henfive left fome Difafter was befallen Monfr. 
de lA S11.le. I drew near, and perceiv'd it · was· 
Duhaut the Elder, that was return'd. 

I ask'd, him whether he had any Letters 
from Monfienr d, la SAle, he anfwer'd, he 'had 
not. It gave me fome Uneafinefs, confidering 
I was forbid admittin~ any Man without an 

· Or· 
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Order in Writing, and I was almoft refolv'd to ~an.1686 
fecure him ; but the Account be gave me of the ~ 
Occafion of his returning wholly clear'd him. re~,:: 
I admitted him, and he told me the whole from Mr~ 
Matter as follows. de laSalc! 

Monfr. de l11 SAle, having fraid fome Time on 
the Sea Shore, near the Place where the Bark 
was at Anchor he refolv:d to try the Anchor .. 
ing Places of the Coafts round &bout, to know 
bow near the Bark le Belle might come. To that 
Purpofe he feLlt the Pilot with 5 of the beft Men 
to found 

·The Pilot did as he was order'd, he founded 
and ol>fenred the proper Places to come near fe- . 
veral Coafts. Ar. Night he and his Mc:n be· ;:; I't" 
ing in all likelyhood tir'd, they thought fit to go /.;J~i""• 
Afhore and lie upon the Land. They made a 

· Fire, p~rhaps to drefs fome Meat ; but ne ... 
gleeting to ftand upon their Guard, they were 
furpriz'd, and all fix of them kill'd by the Sa
vages ; who alfo broke their Canoe, and thus 
reveng'd themfelves for the Irruption Monfr. de 
la Sale had lately made among them. 

More Time being elaps'd than Monfieur de 
l~ Sale had allotted thofe Men to return, he 
grew uneafy, and went himfelf along the Coaft, 
to fee if any News could be had of them, and 
keeping along the Shore, he found the fad Re
mains of thofe unfortunate Wretches, whofe 
Carcaffes fcatter'd about, were torn and a lmofi: 
devour'd by Wolves or wild Dogs, a Spectadc 
which went to his Heart. . 

However this Lofs, which aflliaed him, and 
particularly for the Sake of the Pilot, who wa~ 
an able Man, did not quite caft him down; but 
exerting himfelf again!t his Misfortunes, he 

caus'd 
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1ttn.t686 caus'd Flefh to be dry'd, and with that and the 
~ other Provifions he vicruall'd the Bark /4 BeOt. 

He caus'ci it to advance into the Bay, put a good 
Number of Men on Board to fecure it, among 
whom were Monfieur ChedeviUe, tbe Prieft; and 
}Jlanterofe of Ro~tn, and order'd them not -to ftir 
from that Place till they heard from him, and 
not to go Afuore, unlefs with a good' Guard and 
neceffary Precautions. 

Next, he chofe out Twenty Men, imbark'd 
on ' two Canoes he had left, and being come 
Afhore, caus'd the Canoes to be funk in the 
River, and every Man to take up liis Bundle, 
confifting of Arms, Tools, fome Utenfils for 
the Kitchin, a few Goods, to· trade with the 
Natives, if he fhould find any fociable, and 
fo advanc'd into the Country, to try if any 

· Notice could be had of the Miffi(ipi. 
After feveral Days March, they came to a 

La ·Ma· good pleafant River, which they afterwards 
ligne }{!· call'd la M~tligne. Monfienr de .la SAle marching 
-z:cr. at the Head ·of the Company, and having or-

der'd Monfieur Moranget to keep in the Rear; 
it happen'd that Duhaut ftopping to mend his 
Snapfack and his Shoes, which were in a bad 
Condition; the Sieur Moranget coming up, com
manded him to march, he defired him to ftay 
a little. Moranget would not, but held on his 
Way ; Duhaut follow'd fame Time after, .but 
having ftay'd too long, he could not overtake 
the Company, and found bimfelf abou£ 
Night faH in a Plain full of Weeds, where there 
were feveral Tracks of the Way Cattle had 
gone, but knew not which of them to take. 
He fir'd his Piece feveral Times, wiEhoat hear· 

ing 
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ing any thing of his Company, and was oblig'd Feh.t68 
to pafs the Night in that fame Place. · . 

In the Morning he fhot again, fpent the Day 
and Night again in tha Place, fo that ot ~~angeu,re 
knowing wh,_at to do, he return'd the fame vem 
Way he had gone, and after a Month's March, 
for he traveB'd only by 1ght, for Fear of 
n1eeting with the Savages, living upon ha 
he kin'd with much Difficulty and Danger, ha
ving before fpent all his own Provifions ; a 
length after moft unaccol.4ntable Hardfuips and 
Sufferings~ he arriv'd at the Place where the Ca-
noes had been funk. He took one of them up, 
with incred'ble Labour, and too long to relat~ 
and fo came to our Habitation of St. Lewis. 
Thus it pleas'd God that he who was to be one 
of the Murderers of Monfieur Je la Sale, fhould 
come offi fafe, and furmount almoft infinite 
Dangers. 

This Account, which feem'd to carry 
the Face of P£ohability, prevail'd with me to 
receive the Sieur Duhaut, and in Reality I could 
do no otherwife, and I made it my Bufinefs to 
examine into his Behavi ur, but could find 

othing to lay to i Charge. \Ve con ... 
tinued fome Time longer as we had been be- . 
fore; during the which, I caus'd another lit
tle Wooden Structure to be made, of Timber:, 
I had got together, and in it 1 lodg'd the Wo
men and Maidens by themfelves. Having hi
therto faid Nothing of the Situation of our 
Dwelli g of St. Lewis, nor of the Nature of the 
Countliy we were in, I will here venture upon a 
plain but true Defcription. 

We were in about the 27th Degree ofNordt 
atitude, two Leagues UP- tlle Country, near 

the 
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J'ei.x686. the Bay of St. LewiJ and the Bank of the Ri .. 

D~ ver aux B~uli, on a little Hillock, whence we 
efcrtpt~- ·r 'J" b ·c. l P' . d. 

~n ofebe d11cover'd vaft an1 eautliU .a1ns, ex ten tng 
Country very far to the Weftward, all level and full of 
1Zfl4. Drvel- Greens, which afford Pafture to an infinite 
~ng ~~St. Number of Beeves and other Creatures. 
n~7_;;d Turning from the Weft to the Soothward, 

• there appear'd other Plains adorn'd witl:i feve .. 
rallittle Woods of fever2lSorts of 'frees. To· 
wards the South and Eaft was the Bay, and the 
Plaias that hem it in from the Eaft ; to the 
Northward, was the River running along by a 
littte-HitJ-, beyond w hi eh there were other large 
Phins, with fome little Tufts of Wood at fmall 
n ;ftances, terminating in a Border of Wood, 
which feem'd to us to be very high. 

Living Between that little Hifl and our Dwelling, 
Creatures. was a Sort of Madh, and in it Abundance of 

wild Foul, as Curlie~, Water .. Hens and other 
Sorts. In the Madh there were little Pools 
full of Fifh. We had alfo an infinite Num
ber of Beeves, wild Goats, Rabbits; Turkeys, 
Buftards, Geefe, Swans, Feldifares, Plovers, 
Teal, Partridges and ma y other Sorts of Fowl 
fit to eat, and among them one call'd legranel 
Gofier, or, the Rreat Gullet, becaufe it has a 
very large one ; another aS big and Flefhy as a 
Pullet, which we cal1cd the Spatula, becaufe it's 
Beak is fhap'd like one, and the ·Feathers of it 
being of a pale Red, are very beautiful . . 

As for Fifh., we had feveral Sorts in the Ri· 
Fijb. ver and in the Lakes I have mention'd. The Ri

ver afforded a Sort of Barbles, differing from 
ours in Roundnefs, in their having three Bones 
fticking out, one on the Back, the others on 
eacb Side of the Head, and in the Fleth, which 

is 
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is like Cod, and without Scales .. The River fup- Feb. 1686. 
ply'd us with Abundance of other Fillies, w hofe ~: 
Names we know not. The Sea afforded us 
Oyfters, Eeles, Trouts, a Sort of red Filbes 
and others whofe long, filarp and hard Beak 
tore all our Nets. 

We had Plenty both of Land and Sea Tor-
~oifes, w hofe Eggs ferv'd to feafon our Sauces. r~rtoifo-s. 
The Land Tortoifes differ from tbofe of the 
Sea, as being fmaller, round, and their Shell 
more beautiful. They hide themfelves in 
Holes they find or make in the Earth. It 
was looking for thefe 'Tortoifes, that one of 
our. Surgeons, thruft his Arm into a Hole, and 
was bit by fome venomous Creature, which we 
fuppos'd to be a Sort of Toad, having four Feet, 
the ~op of his Back fharp and very hard, with 
a little Tail. Whether it was this Crea- Veno ~ 
ture, or a Snak"e, his Arm fwelled very much, ere,:,~: · 
however he was cured by fuch Applications as • 
were made Ufe of; butt it coft him a Finger 
was cut off. 

Among the venomous Sorts of Snakes, as 
Vipers, Afps and others, whereof there are It~ttlt· 
many, thofe call'd Rattle-Snakes are the moft Snde,. 
common. J:hey generalJy lye among the Bram-
bl~, where they make a Noife by the Motion 
of two Scales they have at the End of their 
Tail, which is heard at a confiderable Dift·ance, 
and therefore they are call'd Rattle-Snakes. 
Some of our Men had eaten of them and found 
their. Flelh was not amifs, and when we had 
kill'd any of them, our Swine made a good 
Meal. 

There 
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~h. 1686 There are alfo many Alligators in the Rivers; 
~ fome of them of a frightful Magni ude and 

1gators. Balk. 1 kil1'd one that was between four and 
·five Foot 2bout, and twenty Foot in Length, 
on which our Swine feafted. This €reature 
has very fhort Legs, infomuch that it rather 
drags along than walks, and it is eafy to foUo·w 
the Traa of it, either among the Weed-s or on 
the Sands, where it has been. lt is very rave
nous, and attacks either Men or Beafts, when; 
they are within Reach in the River, and comes 
alfo alhore to f~ek for Food. It has this parti• 
cular Q_!]ality, that it flies from fueh as purfue, 
and purfues thofe who fly ·from it. I have lhot 
many of them dead. 

'Trees. 
The Woods are compofed of Trees offeveral 

Sorts. T-here are Oaks, fome of them ever 
green and never without Leaves; others like 
ours in Europe, bearing a Fruit much like our. 
6alls, and lofe their Leaves in Winter, and a
nother Sort not unlike ours in Franet, but the 
Bark of them thicker, thefe as well as the fe· 
cond Sort bear au Acorn, diff"ring from ours 
both in T-afte and Bignefs. 

There is a Sor of Tree, which bears fman 
Berries, which, when ripe, are red, and indif· 
ferent pleafant. It bears twice a Year, but the 
fecond Crop neyer ripens. There is another 
Tree; bearing a Fruit not unlike Caffia, in Tafte 
and Virtue. 

There ar~ others of the Sort I had feen iA the 
1ft nds, whofe Leaves are like Rackets, wh~ncc 
the Tr~e bears the Name. The Bloffoms gro'll 
out about the Leaves, and of them comes a 

Dange· Fruit fomewhat refcmbling Figs, but the Leaves 
rous frui': and the Fruit are full of Prickles, which moft - be 
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be carefully, rubb'd and taken off, before it is Feb.168 ~: 
eaten, elie they clangeroufiy inflame the Mouth ~. 
and the Throat, and may prove mortal, as 
happen .. d to a ne of our Soldiers, who had eaten 
of tbetn too greedily, and without that Precau-
tion. 

I have feen fonre Trees refembling the Palrr; 
whefe lofty and long Branches fpread like that 
call'd .the Latanier,bearing a Fruit, faid to be in .. 
differ~nt good. Others the fame Sort, but whofe 
Leaves are like Gutters, harfil and fo fharp 
pointed, that they ~ill pierce the thickeft Stuffs. 
This Tree has a Sprot't on the Top, which !hoots 
out Flowers in the Shape of a Nofegay, of a 
vvhitifh ·yellow, and fome of them at the Top · 
of that Sprout have fixty or eighty Flowers · 
hanging down, not unlike the Flower de Luce, 
and after thofc Flowers follows a Fruit as long ' 
as a Man's Finger, and thicker than the Thumb, 
full ~f lhtle Seeds, fo that there is fcarce any 
l."hing but the Rhind fit to eat, . the Tafte 
whereof is fweet · and delicate 

There are Abundance of creeping Vines Vine1
1 

and others, that run up the Bodies and to the • 
t . ~ops of 1"'rees, which bear plenty of Grapes, 

flefhy and fharp, not to compare to the Deli
cacy of ours in Europe; but we made Verjuice 
of them, which was very good in Sauce. Mul
berry Trees are numerous along the Rivers, 
their Fruit is fmaller, but fweeter and more 
delicious than.'ours; their Leaves are beautiful 
and large, vvhich would be of good Ufe for 
feeding of Silkworms. · 

The Plains are ftrew'd with a Sort of fmall Pla11ts; 
Sorr.el, the Leaf whereof is like Trefoil, and 
the Tafte of it fharp like ours~ Th.ere are A-

. · - F bundance 
' • I . 
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Feb. t686 bundauce of fmall Onions, no bigger than the 
t./"1") Top of ·a Man's Finger, but very we11 tailed, 

· and when the Heat has fcorch'd up the Plains, 
that Plant £hoots out firft, and produces Flowers, 
which look like an agreeable Enamel. Nothing 
· s more beautiful than to behold thofe vafl: 
Plains, when the Blo!foms appear; a thoufand 
Sorts of different Colours, whereof many have 
an agreeable Scent, adorn thoib Fields, and af
ford a moft charming ObjeCl: to the Eye. I have 
obferved fome that fmelt like a Tuberofe, but 
the Leaf refembles our Borage. I have feen 
Primrofes, having a Sceat like ours, :AfricAn 
Gilliflowers, and a Sort of purple wind Flowers. 
The Autumn Flowers are alrnoft all of them 
yel1ow,fo that the Plains look ail of that Colour. 

The Climate is mild and temperate, tho' we 
were in about 27 Degrees of North Latitude, 
and yet the Seeds I caufed to be fow'd did not 
thrive ; whether it was becaufe they had been 
foak'd in the Sea Water, or for any other Rea
fon. Some came up pretty wetl, as Pompions-, 

· Melons, Parfnips and Endive ; but the 
Beafts and the lnfeB:s, left us not much. 
When·we come to the Cenis and have traverfs'd 
fo m~ny Nations as lay between us and them, 
I fhall fpeak of the Religion, Ma-nners, Cloath
ing, Houfes and Cuftoms of the Natives, wher· 
~ they differ but little from one anothert tho'. 
of feveral Countries. . 

Monfieur de la Sale had been now long gone; 
and we began to be in .Pain for him, when a· 
bput theMiddle of March 1686, bapning to be 

- on the Top of the Houfe, I fpied feven or eight 
Perfons coming towards us. I prefently order· 

d eight arm'd Men to follow me, to 
g() 
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go meet them; and as foon as we drew n r Ma~ch 
them, we knew lVIonfieur de la Sale, M ·fieur 1686• 
Cavelier, his Brother, Monfieur ~Aora?tget, his~ 
Nephew and five or fix Men with them, the 
reft being gone ano'ther Way to find out the 
Bark ltt Belle, to give Notice of Monfieur del~ 
Sllle's Arrival. 

They were in a bad Condition, their Cluat1ls Mtd 01"fi5e~tr1 . e a a e 
ragge?, Monfieur c~velr.er's fhort Caffock returns. 
hung In Tatters; moft of them had not Hats, 
and their Lio.en was no better ; however the 
Sight of Monfieur de lA Sale rejoyc'd us all. 
The Account he gave us of his Journey reviv'd 
our Hopes, tho' be had not found the fatal · 
Rivet·, and we thought only of making ourfelves 
as merry as we could. Only the Sight of the 
Sieur Duhaut · interrupted it for fom.£ Time. 
Monfieur de l~e Sale ask'd me in an ' angry Man-
ner, why I had receiv'd him, and Duhaut hav-
ing gi\"en his Reafons, as I and my Men did, 
we were an fati5fy'd. 

The next Day, the Sieurs le B~trbier, BihoreJ, 
le Petit, Cavtlier, the Nephew, ihe Surgeon The B4rk · 
and others, whom Monfieur de I~ Sale had fent ;a{tBc:Ue ' 
to find out and carry Advice to the Bark /A Belle, 

0 
• 

return'd, and faid they could not find her, which 
was another fre{b Caufe of much Uneafinefs to 
Monfieur de lt~ S11le. He had been guilty of th 
:Fault of pu ting aboard her, his Cloaths, his _, 
Linen, his Papers and all h · s beft Effecrs, of 
all which he was then in the utmoft Need. Be-
fides, that Lofs broke all the Meafores he had 
concerted d ring his laft . Expedition, becaufe 
he had ref<:>lv'd to caufe the fa id Bark to .go up . 
one of the Rivers he had difco"ter'd, to advance 
towards thofe Nations, with who~ he had 

F 2 con~ 
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itf,rch contratl:ed fome Friendfhip, and to fend . me in 
1686. the fame Bark, with his Nephew MorAnget, to 
~the Ifiands to feek for fome Affiftance, or elfe 

to return by Sea to look for hi River. 
All thefe Defigns being difappointed, he re.; 

folv'd to fet out a fecond Time, and travel hv 
Land, to find out his River. He ftaid to re11: 
him a while, and to provide for his Departure, 
but having neither Linen nor Cloaths, I fup
ply'd him with fome I had ; I alf0oafforded fome 

· Linen to Monfieur .. Cavelier, his _Broth,er and • 
Monfieur Moranget, his Nephew. · All I had was 
at their Service, and I depriv'd myfelf of all 
that was fit for them, even to ten or twelve 
Pouqds of Strings of Beads and forne Knives and 
Nails, which Monfieur de la Sale took. 

The Sieur Duhaut, having fever~l EffeB:s; as 
·Linen, Hatchets and other :Tools and Com .. 
modities, which had been fav'd from the Ship
wreck, Monfieur de la Sale took Linen to 1nake ' 
Shirts, for fuch as wanted, as alfo the Tools 
they ftood in Need of. The Cloaths beloog
ing to Meffieurs Thibault, le Gros and Carpentier, 
who were dead, were alfo diftributed. A great 
Belt I had, ferv'd to make Shoes for Monfieur 
de la Sale and Monfieur Cavelier. 

All Things being thus provided, Monfieur 
Je la Sale took twenty Men along ~ith him, 
among whom were Monfieur C-tveli•r his Bro
ther, F . .Anaftttfi:;s a Recolet, Monfieur Moran-

·u. ,r. get his Nephew, the Sieurs Bihorel, le Clerk,Hu· 
.tr..i011Jleur • D h h H' h' S de la Sale ner, u 4Ut t e younger, tens ts urgeon, 
feu out and his Servants. He left behjnd thofe, who 
upou ano- were not fit to undertake that fecotJd Journey, 
rke~ Expc· among whom were little Monfieur Cavelier his 
dmDn. Nephew, the Sieur B"rbier, C11naJien and fome 

others. 
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oth~rs. E?.ch of the Traveller~ made up i1is ~ 
Pack, and they fet out towards the latter End J 

of April 1686, after having given me the nccef-
fl'lry Order:;, and we parted without Ceremony, 
Monfieur de la Sale defiring it fbould be fo. 

Some Days after he was gone, I beard a · 
Voice towards the lower Part of the River, 
crying twice ~i 'Vive, or who are- you for. I 
made that Way, and perceiv'd the Sieur Chede
ville a Prieft, the Sieur de la Sablonniere, and 
fame others of thofe who had been put aboard 
the Bark la Belle, and were now in a Canoe. I . 
ask'd abruptly what was become of the Bark, 
and was inform'd, our continual Misfortunes . 
flill purfuing us, that it had run agropnd on the Wh.tt 1t1as 
other-Side of the Bay. I caufed the Canoe to faved ()f 
be unloaded, there being in it, among other ;he:~;k 
Things, Monfieur de la Sale's Cloaths, Part a e e. 
of his Papers, fome Linen, a fmall Quantity of 
Beads and thirty or forty Pound of Meal, which 
was all they had left. 

The nex~ Day, Monfieur de Chedeville ~old 
me the Particulars of that Mic;fortune, and faid, How 1he 
That having been fome Time with the Bark, in f~k wJs 
the Pllce where Monfieur de la Sale hla ap- (; • 
pointed them to wait, their Water falling fuort, 
they had thought fit to fend the Boat afhore, 
with four or five Casks to fill ; that the Sieur . 
Pl~tnterofe went in it with fix of the beft Men. 
That towards the Evening they faw the Boat 
~oming back, but tlie Wind being contrary and 
Ni_ght coming on, they put out a Light, w bich 
going out and the Captain neglecting to put up 
another, in all Likelyhood the Boat could not 
lee the Bark, and they never heard of ~t after, 
'· · F 3 1;10r 
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M411686 nor of any of thofe in it, who it was pro~abte 
~ had an perifll~d. 

That neverthelefs, they continued fome Days 
in the fame Place, during which Time three or 
four of their Men died ; and at laft, having no 
Water, they .eat up their Swine, before they 
died with Thirft, and refolv'd to weigh Anchor 
and draw near to the Dwelling ; btrt having 
few Hands and thofe fpent, and to add to their 
Misfortune the Wind proving contrary, they 
were drove to the other Side of the Bay, where 
they run aground. 

That having no Boat, nor Men enough to 
land their Effeas, they had endeavour'd to 
make a Float with fome Casks and Planks, but 
that being ill made and join'd together, the 
.firft that went upon it had perifb'd. That hav
ing made another Float better faftned together 
than the firft, they had by that Means fa'(ed 
fome Sails and Rigging, feveral inconfiderable 
Things, Linen, Cloaths and Papers belonging 
to Monfieur de la Sale and others, and then 
ftay'd Afhore,expetting to hear fome News, and 
--had found a Canoe, being the fame that was 
before loft on the Edge of the Bay, which had 
been drove to the other Side; and that Provi-
1ions at laft beginning to fall1hort, they went 
aboard the faid Canoe and came to os; forta-

. ate in that they had not been difcover'd by the 
Natives, during their Stay Alhore, which was 
for the Space of three Months, and in finding 
the Canoe to bring them back. 

When Monfieur de la Sale went away, the 
Sieur Barbier had taken upon him to go a hunt• 

· ing, as alfo to provide Bark to cover our Hoa· 
es, inftead of Hides, becaufe the Sua drying 

· - - · - -- . and 
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and contracting them, Part of the Top of our :fune.6S6 

, Buildings was uncover'd. I farther en joyn'd hirq 
to cut Stakes, to make a Palifade about our 
Dwelling, and the Sieui Chedeville having told 
me they had bury'd feveral Things they could 
not bring away, I fent the Sieur Barbier with 
two Canoes and fifteen Men to the Pbce, wpere 
they found fome Pedreroes, Rigging and S~ils. 
The Native.s having difcover'd the Conceal-
ment, ·had aken away fome Pieces of Linen 
and Iron Tools, which they very xnuch co-
vet. 

The Sieur Bar"bier after his Return, continu-
ing his Exercife of hunting, happen'd to meet 
with a Parcel of the Natives, fome of whom 
had Firelocks, hich they had taken from our nuount,. 
Men, and with which they made fome Shots at wiJh_ebe ' 
him, but very weak ; and he firing three or four Nauves 
Shot at them they retir'd. He was then in a 
Canoe on the River, and defign'd to have gone 
upwards ; but tliat Rancounter having oblig'd 
him to take another Way, and the Savages 
perceiving ir, eight of them fwam over the Ri-
ver, haftening to get before the Canoe, hid 
themfelves among the Weeds, near the Way 
he :was to pafs, and when he was near enough, 
let fly their Arrows, which wounded feveral 
Men. One Shot the Sieur Barbier made, put 
them all to Flight again ; he held on his Way 

-and return'd to our Habitation. . 
Some Days after, we perceiv7d a Herd of 

Bullocks flying, and guefs'd they were purfu'd 
· by the Savages, which afterwards appear'd to 
be true. Some of them drew near to our Ha
bitation, but a Cannon Shot., I pointed towards 
t.he Gang of them, and a Mu.sket"'fllot Mon-
. · F 4 fieur 
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~unet6S6 fieur Barbier fired at the neareft, made them 
f../'\i'.) an fly farther off. . 

When the Sieur Barbier went out a Hunting, 
I commonly fent with him fome Women, and 
Maids, to help the Hunters to drefs and dry 
the Flefh ; but being inform'd that he us'd to 

The sieur flip afide from the Company, with a young 
Barbier l\'!aid he had a Kindnefs for, and which gave 
tnttrrie.r. Occafion to fome welJ-grpunded ~illeries ; 

the faid B"rbier being told I was acquainted 
with that Affair, came and fpoke to me in pri
vate, defiring Leave to marry that young Wo-

. .. 1n1 n, 1 made fome Difficulty of it at firft, ad
vifing him to ftay till Monfieur de [A Sale re
turn'd ; but at laft, confidering they might 
have anticipated upon Matrimony, I took the 
Advice of the Rerolet Fathers, and of Monfieur 
Chedevil!e the Prieft, and al1owed them to mar-

. ry. M·onfieur le M~ttquis de l~t Sabloniere follow
ing this Example, ask'd the fame Liberty, be• 
ing in Love with a young Maid, ·which I abfo
lutely refus'd, and forbid them feeing one ano-
ther. · 

Some Time pafs'd in which Nothing hap
pen'd to us worth obferving ; however, I will 
mention two Things which befell our Recolet 

:Accidents Fathers. One was, That Fc1ther Anaftajius, 
cnncerning being a hunting Bullocks with me, and coming 
rbeJ\Eco)ers too near one I had fhot, and was fallen, tbe 

Beaft, as much hurt as he was, ftarted up, at
rack'd and threw him down ; he had much ado 
to get off, and I to refcue him, becaufe ' I dur(l: 
not 1hoot for Fear of killing him. The Bul .. 
loek being weak, fell aga.in ; the Father was de
liver'd, but lay in fome Months. The other 
was, That Father M~ximus had writ fome Me-

,_ m oils 

- ·)<.... 
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moirs concerning Monfieur de la Sale~s Coi'ldua, :funet68G 
condemning him upon feveral Oc.:cafions. I was 
told of it, found Means to get thofe Memoirs, 
threw them into the Fire, and fo the Father 
came off. 

About the fame Time, mo£1: of our Men 
feeing Moniieur de la Sale did not return, began Dubattt 
to mutter. The Sieur Duhaut, who perhaps had En'de"· . . vours roo 
been the firft Fomenter of thofe D1fcontents, cafion 4 

back'd the Complaints of th: difgufted Party1 lr!urin.J. 
promis'd them great Matters under his Con
dutt, and offer'd to fupply the:m with fuch· Ef
fects as he had in Poffeffion, endeavouring, as I 

· fuppofe, by thofe Means, to gain their Affet:ti
ons, for a mifchievous De:fign, which it is likely 
he had even then conceiv'd. ' 

It was not long before, I bad Intimation 
of the whole Affair, and I had done Monfiem." 
de la Sale a fin gular Piece of Service, had I tlien 
put to Death the Perfon, who was to be Lis 
Murderer; but l refted fatisfy'd with giving 
him a fevere Reprimand, and threat'ning to 
caufe him to be fecur'd if he pe..rfifted,being able 
to do no other under my prefent Circurnftan
ces. However, I talk'd to all concern'd, and 
put them in fuch Hopes of Monfieur de la Sale's · 
Return, and that Things would foon ch~nge to 
their SatisfaCtion, that they were all paci- · 
fy'd. . 

But in Regard, that Idlenefs often cccafions 
Uneafinefs and Impatience, I us'd al1 poillble 
Means to keep them employ'd, in the moft o
bliging Manner I cou!d, fetting fome to cuti 
down theBufues about our Dwelling, others to 
hew down Trees, that h:nder'd the Profpcct, o-

. fhers mow'd the Grafs, that frefh might grow· . 
• l • up 

.. 
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~une•6$6 up for our Cattle, and at Night I made ~hem 
\/'1'.1 divert themfelves with Dancing and Sing-

/ ing. · 
Whilft we thus pafs.'d away the Time the 

1/I. de la beft we could, Monfieur de la S11le bad pene
Sale~.rDif- trated very far up into the Country, incliniag 
C41Jaies~ towards the Northern Part of ,}fexico. He had 

travell'd through feveral Nations, the Inhabi
tants whereof were, for the mcit Part, fociable, 
and had concluded a Sort of Alliance with 
them, and particularly with the Cenis and o- · 
thers whofe Name-s I fhall mention. He had 
difcover'd charming Countries abounding in all 
Things that could be wifh'd, as well for Sufte
nance, as for nukiog of eafy Settlements, and 
after he and his Nephew Moranget had efcap'd 
two Dangerous Sickne£fes, he return'd to our 
Habitation, with five Horfes he had purchas'd, 
and arriv'd at it in Auguft t680. 

Hearing of his Voice, I was one of the fir! 
Bis~turn that ran towards the River: We took our 

Canoes to bring· him, his Luggage and fome Pro- · 
vifions O\'er, an~ the Horfes fwam. we were 
extraordinary glad to fee our Commander in 
Chief return fafe, tho' his Journey had not ad- • 
vanc'd his Defign. Monfieur ae la S~~.le had 
1ot fm~nd out his River, nor been towards the 
lJlinois a~ we had hoped. Only eight Men re
turn'd with 11im of twenty he carry'd .out, 

· and all the vifible Ad vantage of that Journey 
confifted in five Horfes, laden with Indian 
"Nheat, Beans and fome other Cirain, which was 
put into the Store. 

Monfr. de lA Sale ask'd me, as foon as he 

7 Men ·loft came, whet her the Sie11rs C/erc, Hurie,Duhliut the 
.:11d 4 de- younger and two others were come, becaufe 
[e1t. · th.ey 
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hey not bein~ able t endure the Fatigue of sepr.t685 

the Journey, he had given them Leave to 
return, and hearing they were not, he conclu
ded the Savages had killed them. We were al-
fo inform'd, that the Sieur Bihore-l, had ftray'd 
and was loft, fo that there had been no News 
of him fince ; that one of Monfr. de l~t Sal,'s 
Servants had been dragg'd down to the Bot-
tom of the Water and devour'd by an Alli-
gator, and that four others had deferted and 
abandoned Monfieur de la Sale, when he was 
about · the Country of tl1c Cenis. 

'fhis was a .. Jery difinal and deplorable Ac· M. de b: 
count; but the even Temper of our Chief made Sale re- . 
all Men eafy, and he found,by his great Vivacity fol:~~:P· 
of Spirit,Rxpedients, which reviv'd the lowett ;e~i~on~" .. 
Ebb of Hope. He rejoiced at the Return and · 
Sight of M. Chedeville~he was pleas'd at the Re
covering of his Cloaths and Part of his Papers ; . 
and after fome Time of Reft, he propos'd to 
undertake a Journey towards the Ijlinois, and to 
make it the main Bufinefs, by the Way,to find 
the Miffi(zpi ; but it was thought proper to let 
the great Heats pafs, before that Enterpdze 
was taken in Hand. . 

In the mean Time, he gave Orders to ftake 
about a Place to make a new Magazine, or 
Storehoufe. He put to that Ufe the Timber I 
had caus'4 to be cut, and would have more pro
vided for the fame Ufe. Detachments be·ng 
fent to work, feven or eight of our Men, who 
were fent with the Sieur Barbier, were· difco- • 
ver'd by the Savages, who being ·ihperior in 
Number, made as if they would hem them io; 
but each of our Men having taken a Tt;ee up
on their Shoulders and fir'd their Pieces, which 

made 
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oa. 1686. made one of the Natives drop, the others took 
V'f"J him up and withdrew. Yet it was not long b.e-
7'wo Men fore they were reveng'd, for they kill'd as two 
iill'd. Mc.1, one of them clofe by our Dwelling, and 

the other, who had feparated from the reft of 
tne Company to gather Purfiain, and could not 
be reliev'd. . 

There being e·very Day fome Difcourfe of 
the Journey to the Ijlinois, Monfieur de la S4le 
ask'd me one Day, whether I would make one 
of the Co·mpany, arJd go by the Way of Canada 
to France f0r Succours. I aifured him I vvas 
entirely devoted to his Wil1, and vv0uld faith
fully attend him. Then he began by Degrees 
to provide vvhat he thought neceifary for th~t 
Expedition. I had two Pair of Sheets, vvhich 
l1e took, to make him Linen. ~an vas Cloaths 
vvere made of the Sails of the Bark la Befit. 
The Sieur Duha.ut havipg Linen, he took fome 
to diflribute among feveral Perfon.s. Thus he 
hafted on the Execution of his Deiign, but an 
Accident put it off. · 

l\"'"'· t626 It vvas occafior: 'd by a Flux vvhich trouble4 
1\rlonfieur .de lA Sale, . vvho having told llJC h~ 
could not perform that Journey, as long as he 
continu'd in fuch Conditio.n, I offer'd to under
take it for him, if he vv·ould allow me his lndiarr, 
and about fifteen Men ; but he anfwer'd, That 
his Prefence was requifite among the Ijlinr.is, and 
that it was requifite his Brother fhould go, to 
Fram;e. Thus he refus'd my Offer, and c<tUld 
not _{bun the ill Fate of that Journey. 

,. .. 1686 We fpe~t fo1ne Time longer after thi.s Man-
w MO • ner, during the vvhich, there arofe a Contrd-
. verfy a bout the Privileges the }{ing grants' t,9 . 

tile :Firft-born of the French Colonies in Ameri-. ' . 
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eA. The Siear B~rbier's - Wife vvas vvith Child; g:,n.t687; 
and he claim'd the Privilege granted for thal t../'I""J 
Child. The Widow Talon had a Child born in 
- ffi f A . d ll d 'd Controver· the Pa age .rom France to mertca, an I! e .g , b ahouf . · • 
that her Chlld, tho' born before our Arnval, i>ri11ilegc. 
ought to be preferr'd; but ·the Sieur Barbier's 
Wife mifcarrying, the Difpute was not de-
cided. 

Monfieur de la Sale being recover'd of his In
. difpofition, Preparations were again made for 
his Journey ; but we firft kept the Chriftmas Ho

. ly-Days. The Midnight Mafs was folemnly 
• fung, and on Twelve-Day, we cry'd, The King 

drinks, (according to the Cuf/om of France) tho, 
we had only Water~ When that was over we 
began to think of fettin~ out. Monfieur ae l~ 
Sale gave the Command of the Settlement to the 
Sieur Barbier, diretting him ·vvhal he vvas to do 
aRd obferve in his Abfence. 

There rernain'd in that Habitation, the Fa- Who wer., 
thers Maximus and Zenobius, Recolets, Monfieur left .in rh~ 
Chedeville, the Prieft, the Marquis de la Sablon- SeukmenJ 

. h s· B b' C d h' w·~ wbenM. n:ere, t e teur ar zer, omman er, IS lle. de la Safe 
a Surgeon and others, to t~e Number of twen- deparu4. · 
tyt among whom vvere !even Women,orMaids, 
and only the Sieur Barbier marry'd ; vvliich is 
much fhort~of the Number fome have given out 
remain'd in the Dwelling, without any Ground ; 
for the Truth is, there vvere no more, and par. 
ticularly no Natives, Moniic.ur de la Sale having 
abfolutely forbid holding any Communication 
vvith them. As for Beafts, they amounted to 
feYenty, or feventy five Swine, great and fmal1, 
vvhich vvas a good St.ock ; for Fowl, eighte~n · 
or twenty Hens; fome Casl's of MeaJ, vvhich 

. was 
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:fan.t687; vvas kept for the Sick; Powder, Bal1, and eight 
~ Pieces of €annon, vvithout any Bul1ets. 
,., .r. We fet out the 12th of <January, in the 
~IY;OnJ y 8 b . fc • N b . rbat fot ou' ear 1 6 71 eing eventeen tn u m er, vtz... 
t»itb M.de Monfieur . de la Sale, Monfieur Cavelier, the 
k Sale. Prieft

1 
his Brother, Father Anaffafius, the Re-

colet, Meffieurs Moranget and C11velier, Ne
phews to Monfieur de la Sale, the Sieurs Du· 
haut, the Elder, l' Arcleveque, Biens,: Liotot, 
Surgeon, young Talon, an lndian, and a Foot·' 
man belonging to Monfieur de la SAlt, &c. 
We carried along vvith us Part of the beft 
Things every Man had, and vvhat vvas thought • 
vvould be of Ufe, wherewith the five Horfes 
vvere loaded, and vve took our Leaves vvith 
fo much Tendernefs and Sorrow, as if vve 
had all prefaged, hat vve ,fhould never fee 
each other more. Father Zenobius vvas the 
Perfon vvho exprefs'd it to me moft fignifi
cantly, faying, He had never been fo fenfi
bly touch'd at parting with any Body. 

ne Way We vvent that Day to the Place vve call'd 
theJ rra- le Boucon, becaufe there, vve had often dry'd 
ve/td. Flefh, (tvhich the French call Boucanoer from. 

the Indian Word) This Place was not far from 
our Habitation. The 13th, we crofs'd a Plain, 
about two Leagues over, where we ft::w feve
ral Herds of Beeves and Flocks of Goats, Tur· 
keys, Buftards, and other Sortc; of Wild Fowl. 
We met with Madhy'Lands, vvhich ti'red our 
Horfes, and came to a Wood that termi ... 
nates the Plain, acrofs which, runs a Branch 

· of a River, full of Reeds, by Monfieur 
de la Sale call'd the Princefs'sRiver.That Branch 
·oins the other, and they both feU together into 
the Bay of St. Lewis., · we 
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We kill'd five Beeves at the Entrance into 1an.t6 1 

the Wood, forded the River, and incamp'd 
Ealf a League beyond it,whence Monfieur de la 
S~ele fent Men vvith the Horfes, to bring the 
Flelh of the Bullocks vve had kill'd ; the Hides 
of them, which ferv'd to cover os, being: very 
ufe ful againft a violent Shower of' Raia 
that fell. · 

The 14th, the Rain ceafing, we travell'd o
ver another fpacious Plain, vvhere there is a 
Multitude of Beeves and Wild Fowl. \Vc 
faw feveral Tracks, leading every Way, made 
by the Bullocks, of which we faw fever · l 
Herds, fome moving on haftily, and ot ers 
running out-right, which made us ft1ppofe they 
were drove by the Nativel3. In fhort, having 
halted to help up one of our Horfes that was 
faiJen, we faw an Indidn fol1owing them very 
clofe. Monfieur de I~ Sdlle caus'd a Horfe to . 
be immediately unloaded, which a Man mount· 
!ng, rode after, overtook and brought the 
Indian. 

When the Savage faw himfelf among us, be 
cencluded he was a loft Man, he quak'd for 
Fear, and not without Reafon, for moft of our · .. 
Men had refov'd to kill him; Monfienr de '" 
Sale oppos'd it, alledging, that vve vvere but a. 
fmall Number, that very few were left behind 
at the Habitation, and therefore vve ought not 
to render our felves odious to the Natives, but 
to ufe them kindly, that we might have Peace; 
an infallible Maxim, the Praaice of which 
might have been fonanate to him, had he fol-: 
low'd it fooner. 

c 
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:fan.t687 · He therefore caus'd a Fire to .be made, gave 
V""f'J him to Eat and Smoke, and afterwards a Bit of 

Roll- Tabacca, and fome other Trifles. Mon
fieur de la Sale gave him to underftand, that he 
came not to hnrt anv Man, but to fettle Peace 
in all Places, and fo difmifs'd him. The Indian 
recover~d himfelf a little of his Fright; huE 
being ft111 dubious, what his Fate might be, he 
at firft walk'd away gently, ftill looking about 
him, aod when at a good Diftance, made off as 
fall: as he could. We held on our Way, and 
foon after faw another Indian running after the 
Bullocks. Monfieur de la Sille caus'd him to be 
taken, brought to us, and treated as the firlt 
had been. 

We hJd not gone far before we fpy'd a Corn· 
pany of Natives comin·g towards us, on our lefr, 
but we held on our Way, till they were over 
againft us, when Monfieur de la SAlt caus'd us 
to halt. The Savages feeing us halr-, ftood ftill 
alfo, which Monfieur de la Sale perceiving, he 
laid his Firelock on the Ground, and advanc'd 
towards them, making Signs to him that Corn· 
n1anded them, who was a bandfome Man, to 
craw near. That Indian came forward, and 
was follow'd by the reft, all of them Caref· 
fing us after their Manner, which we return'd 
the beft we were able, and then made them 

... r Smoak. · 
.£v4ttver . fi d / / h cnlcrta.itld Next Mon teur e a Sa e gave t em to un· 

derftand, that we were going towards the Ce1fis, 
that we defir'd to be atPeace witb them all, and 

.. ~that we would · return to our own Country, 
whence we would bring them all they bad Oc· 
cafion for. Then we diftributed among them 
fome Bits of Roll ... Tabacco, Come Strings of 

Beads 
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Beads and Knives, which thev feem'd to he 'J.zn. 1687 

. pleas'd with, and all this was done by Signs. ~ 
:Yhen every Man went his own Way : 
We advanc'd half a League farther, to get into 
a Wood, where Monfieur de la Sale had en
camp'd when he went that Way before; we 
cut down Trees to fecure our Poft, and lay 
there that Night. 

Before our lntrenchment was finifh'd, vve dif
cover'd, firft one Indi~tn, then two, and after
Wlrds three, coming one after another; which 
giving Monfieur de la Sale fome Jealoufy, he 
caus'd us to handle our Arms., with Orders to 
fta nd upon our Guard, for fear of being fur
priz'd, and went towards them. They figni
fy'd to him, that their People had told them, 
we did not hurt any Body, which was very welJ, 
and thlt they were come to fee us. They were 
entertain'd as the others had been, and then 
Signs were made them to .withdraw, becaufe 
Night drew on, and having obferv'd, that they 
took Notice of our fortifying our felves, vve 
kept a good Guard all the Night, vvithout any 
Difturbance. 

The Fifceenth, vve march'd on, intending to 
find out a Ford, in theRiver c.1ll'd of the Princefs, 
vvhere Monfieur de la Salt had pafs'd before ; 
but milling of it, and the River being fwollen, 
vve vvere oblig'd to go up higher, fometi mes 
croffing curious Meadows, ... and fometimes 
Woods of tall Trees of feveral Sorts, but all .A fine 
Young ot the fame Thicknefs and frrait, look~ Count'J• · 

ing as if they had been planted by a Line. The 
River running through the midft of tho[e curt· 
ous fhady Groves, which were alfo water'd by 

G fevera.l 
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'541:.1687 feveral little Brooks of very clear and good 
~ Water, afforded a moft delightflll Landskip. 

We alfo met with fame Woods fo thick, that 
Thick that it was requifite to hew a Paifage for the 
Woolls. Horfes. Towards the Evening we kill'd a 

Bullock, and went to incamp in a little Cop
pice, with our ufual Precautions. 

The 16th, we continued our Journey, ftill 
following the River upwards, and from Time 

WildFowl. to Time meeting the fame Sort of Pafture 
Grounds and the Obftacles of \Voods, where 
we were fain to cut our Way through, which 
fatigued us very much ; but the Plenty of wild 
Fowl, and particularly of Turkeys, whereof 
we killed many, was an Eafe to our Sufferings, 
and Help to bear our Toil with more Satif
faB:ion. 

The 17th, was a very toilfor:ne Day's Journey, 
. by Reafon of the Woods and Rivulets we were 

~~ Indzan to crofs; after which we came to a little HiU, 
b~nl~~i. on which there were 2 or 300 Cottages of the 

' Natives. Thofe Huts were like large Ovens, 
confifting of long Poles ftuck in the Earth 
in a Circle, and joyning ab9ve to make the Dome 
or round Top. They had been a Dwelling of 
the Natives, who being gone, had carry'd a· 
way the Hides that cover'd them, and the Mats 
which are Ns'd to hang the lnfides, and to make 
their Beds of. 

After a March of fome Hours, our Indian ha· 
ving found a Herd of Beeves, we kill'd feven or 
eight, took the belt of the Meat, and held on out 
Way acrofs a Wood. We forded a Branch of 
the River,and proceeded to the Bank of another, 
the the Bottom whereof being foul, we in
camp'd on the Edge of it, and the Rain falling 

· at 
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at Night and continuing all the next Day, were ;fan. I 6Q7 

oblig'd to fray there. ~. 
The 19th, the Rain ceafing, we proceeded 

through a thick Fog, and over Places where 
the Water was often up to our Knees, and 
fometimes higher; vvhich, together with our 
be" ng forc'd to cut the Way athwart the Bullies, 
vvith our Hatchets, gave us inexpreffible Trou
ble, and it had been much greater, had vve not 
refolv'd to follovv the Ways beaten by the 
Buliocks, vvhom a natural lnftinCl: alvvays leads · 
to thofe Parts vvhich are eafieft to pafs. 
· We were not free from another Inconveni
ency in thofe Tracks, which was their being 
full of Water and very rugged, a Thing no 
Way agreeable to our Shoes, which were no Busl·bt~ . Pf 
other than a Piece of Bullocks Hide or Goats ~~~ f~t1efs 
k. · h f d f 1'!1J.ea" 0 S tn qutte green, w ereo we ma e a Sort o shoes. 

Bwskins, to ferve inftead of Shoes, but when 
thefe wretched Boots were dry'd by the Heat, 
upon our Feet, they hurt us very much, and 
we were often oblig'd to fet our Feet in the 
the Water, to foften thofe Buskins. However, 
we march'd al1 the Day, notwithfianding all 
thofe Inconveniences, without finding a proper 
Place to incamp, and at lafr came to a River, 
whofe high Bank afforded us a Spot to reft on. 

The 2oth, a fmall Rain did not obftruet our 
March, and having crofs'd a Wood, half a 
League athwart, and a Marfu of the fame Ex
tent, we came into a large Plain, cut acrofs by 
great Tracks of Bullocks, which went towards 
the River, and made us fuppofe. there might 
be a Ford. We follow'd that Way, but found 
the River fo fwollen, and its Stream fo rapid, 
that it was impoffible to crofs it, but were o-

G 2 blig'd 
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1an.t687 blig'd to halt upon its Bank, whence we went to 
~hunt Bullocks, whereof we had no \V ant, nor of 

Turkeys and other wild Fowl. 
The 21th, we proceeded up that River, and 

found a narrow deep Place, near which we 
hew'd down a Tree, making it fall fo as to 
reach from the one Bank to the other, in the 
Nnure of a Plank, and handed our Baggage 
from one to another over it. The Horfes fwam 
ever and we incamp'd on the other Side, near 

H b 
11 

a very beautiful Plain• 
m~ ~n~iM \Vhilfi: we were hewing down fome little 
anNJrion. ~7ood to in trench ourfelves, we heard a Voice, 

whereupon handling our Arms and. going to the 
Plac.:e where we heard it, we faw a Company of 
fifteen s·avages, who were coming towards us, 
and made Signs to us to go to them, laying 
down their Bows, in Token of Peace. V./e alfo 
made our Sign to them to draw near, they did 
fo and carefs'd us after their Manner. We made 
them fit down and fmoke, after which, Monfr. 
de la S~tle began to converfe with them by Signs, 
and by Help of fome Words of the Language of 
the Cenis, which he was skilful in, he underftood, 
that thefe vvere their Neighbours and Allies; 
that tlieirVil1age was not far off, and that their 
Nation was caH'dHebahamo. Some fmallPrefents 

' were giV'eu them and they vvithdrew,promifing 
to return the next Day. 

The 22th, our Horfes being fpent and hurt, 
and we much tir'd, the Day was given to Reft, 
and the Natives did not fail to come, being 
twenty five in Nnmber, fome of whom had Buck· 
lers or Targets made of, the ftrong!l: Part of the 
Bullocks Hides. They gave us to underftand, 
that they were ingag'd in War towards theN W. 

and 
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and told us, they had feen 1\tTen like us, vvho ~ 
vvere but ten Days Journey from that Plac~· 
Other Tokens they gave, made us fuppofe It -
was New Spain that they talk'd of. 

Monfr. de la Sale took feveral Words of their 
Lan~uage, vvhich is very different from t~at of 
the Cenis, and more difficult. As for their Cu
ftorns, they are much alike. Infioe, having (hewn 
us, that towards the N.W. we fhould meet with 
Plain,, vvhere the Way would be eafier, and we 
fhould lhun the Woods, we gave them to eat, 
and fome Prefents, and they took Leave of us. 
A Rain falling and holding all the Night, we 
did not march the 24th. The 25th, we travell'd 
not far, by Reafon or· the Rains continuing, and 
that there were feveral Rivers in the Way 
1nuch fwollen. 

The I 6th, we proceeded on our Journey, and 
came to the River call'd la S4bloniert, from the 
many Sand Banks there are in it. The 27th, de
parting from ·c, we came to another little nar .. 
row River, but very deep ; going up higher we 
found a Ford, and went to incamp beyond it, in 
a little Wood, where we had a very bad Night, 
becaufe of the Rain which fell ag~in., and the o
verflowing of the River,which oblig'd us to m~ke 
a little Sort of Scaffold, to lay our Powder and 
Cloaths on, that they might not be wet. The 
next Day being the 28th, obferving that the 
Water was frill rifing, we decamp'd to go .1 

League farther, to a higher Ground, where· ~~ 
made a great Fire to warm and dry us. 

We took Nodce the Country was very good, 
the Plains extending as far as the Eye could. ~each, 
and adoro'd with many little Coppices, affording 
a very agreeable Profpecx. We march'd over 
Part of them the 29th and 30th, afrer 3 Hour" 

G 3 Travel, 
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Feb. t6q 7 Travel found a W ay full of Water,which oblig'd 
-~ us to idcamp on the Bank of a River; pafs'd it the 

3 Ith, and incamp'd in a Wood clofe by. 
T he next Day, being the Firft of February 

Vil!a~e in· 1687, Monfieur del~ Sale left me to guard the 
hJbi,ed. Camp, and took along with him, Monfieur ea ... 

velier his Brother and feven Men, t\l go fee 
whether he could find any Body in feveral Cot
tages our Hunters had difcover'd. He found 
t wen ty fou r or twenty five of them, built round 
l ike thofe I have before mention'd" ftanding 
oa a rifing Ground, almoft encompafs'd by the 

. R iver, in each of which there were four or five 
Men, and feveral Women and Children. 

The Savages were fomewh3t furpriz'd at 
l\1onfieur de la Sale's coming ; however they 
receiv'd him in friendly Manner,. and condua .. 
cd him to their Commander's Hut, which was 
immediately fill'd with People, who came to fee 
him. The Elders came together there, Bul
locks Hides were laid upon the Ground, on 
which they made Monlieur dt la Sale and his 
Company fi.t. They gave them hung Beef to 
el t, and then fignify'd to them that fome 
of their Allies had gi-ven them Notice of 
our being in the Country, and that we were 
going to the Cenis, and they had imagin'd that 
rve would pafs thro' their Country. 

Monfieur de la St~le prefented them with fome 
Knives and Bits of Tabacco, and they gave him 
Bul1ocks Hides, very well drefs'd with the Hair, 
th ey gave one for a Knife, and would have gi
ven many more, but that we told to them, 
that we had no Conveniency to carry them and 
that if they had any Horfes, he would give 
t ··r·m 1\res in Exchange. They anfwer'd, they 

· two, which they could not part with. 
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It being late when Monfieur de la Sale return'd, Feb. 1687 
we ftaid there the reft of the Day, and feveral ~ 
Indians came to fee us, in Hopes of receiving 
fome P"-efent, offering us Bullocks Hides drdfed, 
which we would not burden our felvei with. 

The Second, we fet out again, and halted 
fome Time in that Village, where by the Way 
we barter'd for fome Collars, or a Sort of Knots 
made of Bullocks Hides well drefs'd, which the 
Natives make Ufe of to carry their Burdens, 
whether of Wood, Utenfils, or the Meat they 
kill. They prov'd of U fe both to us and our 
Horfes, becaufe the Thongs of thofe Collars · 
ferv'd to make faft our Burdens. 

We proceeded on our Journey, through a 
Country pleafant enough, but Sandy, and hav- I~ M,a-. 
ing crofs'd a large Plain, came to the Bank of lJgne 1\!
a fine River, call'd la Maligne, or the Mifchie- ver. 
vous, becaufe in Monfieur de l~e Sale's former 
Journey, an Alligator devour'd one of his S,er-
vants, who \Vas fwimming over it. This River 
is as wide as the Seine at Rottn, feems to be very 
navigable and has a very pleafunt Country a-
bout it. We incarnp'd in a little Wood adjoin-
ing to it, and bark'd the Afpen Trees to hut. 

Our Hunters kill'd Beeves,. wild Goats, Tur-
keys and other Wild-Fowl, and among the (ndia 
reft fome Creatures as big as an indifferent Cat, ~u. 
very like a Rat, having a Bag under their 
Throat, in which they carry their Young. They 
feed upon Nuts and Acorns, are very fat, and 
their Flefh is much like Pig. 

Hard by there, we found a Place where 
Monficur de la Sttlt, in his former Journey had 
hid fame Parcels of Strings of Beads in the 
Trunks of Trees, and we refted there till the 
Eighth of the l.Ylonth During tfiat. Time, no 

G 4 Day 
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Feb. t6S7 D 3 y pa [s'd without feeing fame of the Na ti "Yes~ 
V"'V"'-J who fometimes fp~nt the whole Day with us, 

and faid they were of feveral Nations~ \Ve 
made them finoke, and always gave them fome 
fman Prefents. They admir'd that after we 
l1ad ·writ down fome Words they fpoke to us, 
we repeated them, looking on the Paper. 

pqrtabl~ Whilft we ftaid, Monfieur de la Sale fet Men 
C.moe. at Work to male~ a portable Canoe, of long 

Poles, hew'd and joyn'd and then cover'd 
with Bullocks Hides few'd together, having · 
pull'd oft the Hair or Vvool1, as it may be call'd 

. there. That Canoe was of great Ufe to u::, to 
rofs Rivers as well for our fel'"es as for our Bag

gage, but the Horfes fwatn over: 
The Ninth,we put our Canoe into the Water, 

and pafs'd the River in it, and incamp'd half a 
League fron1 thence, on Account of the Grafs, 
which our Horfes ftood in Need of to recover 
themlelves a little. The Tenth, we held on 
our Journey, croffing fevcral fpacious Plains, 
the Grafs whereof was burnt, whence Monfieur 
de la Sale concluded .. that there were many Na
tives thereabouts. He thought it convenient to 
provide Store of dry'd Flefb, for Fear we fhould 
not find Game in the Country we were going 
to enter upon, and accordingly caufed feveral 
Beeves to be kill'd for that Purpofc=. 

For tbat Reafon, we continued there till the 
12th, when we went and incamped on the 
Bank of a River, which l\llonfieur de laS1de had 
in his tor mer Journey call'd d' Em··e. At Night 
there arofe a ~torm, follow'd by Thunder and 
Rain, which fwell'd the Streams, and obliged 
us to fray there. The 13th and r4-th we crofs'd· 
four or five large Rivulets, and then a fine 

curious 
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curious Country, diverfify'd with feverallittle Feb. 1687 
Woods, Hills and fmall Brooks, affording a de-~ 
lightful Profpea. That pteafant Country was 
terminated by a \~lood, which we were to crofs, 
and were favour'd in it by a Way beaten by the 
Bullocks, and at Night we incamped there. 

The t 5th, we travel'd along a fine Meadow, 
then over Plains that had been burnt, and at 
Night went to take our Reft on the Bank of a 
fmall Rivulet, about which we faw feveral Foot
fteps of Natives, which made us conclude we 
were not far from them ; and therefore we 
doubled our Guard, to prevent being furpriz'd. 

The 16th, Monfieur de la Sale left me at the 
Guard of the Camp, and took Monfieur Cave- . 
lier his Brother, and [even Men with him, to A. VzOage. 
go find out the IndianJ. .They had not gone 
half a League before they fpied Horfes and a 
Number of Cottages, without bein~ themfelves 
feen by the Savages. That Village ftood on the 
Side of a Hill, and contain'd about forty Huts, 
ftanding together, befides feveral others {hag• 
ling. 

When Monfieur de la Sale enter'd the Village, 
the Savages feeing him, came to meet and con- Monfitur 
duet him to the Cottage of their Chief, "be re dt! ~a Sale 

he and his Company were feated on Bullocks :~,/fj,1 
Hides. The Elders being come, he fignify'd the Nl.· 
to them the Occafion of his Coming, as he h~d rives. · 
done to the other Nations, with which they 
feem'd to reft fatisfy'd. Some Prefents were 
m~de them, according to Cuftom, and they of-
fer'd him a Quantity of Hides, which he re-
fus'd, telling them, that when he return'd from 
the Cem·s he vvould trade with, and furnifh them 
with all they•had Occafio.u for. They confirm'd 

what 
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· Feb. 1687 what the others had told us, concerning a Na.; 
~ tion, where fome of them had been, the Men 

vvhereof were like us, meaning the Spaniards. 
He nam'd to them the Nations we had pafs'd 
through from our Dwelling of St Lewis, to the 
River Mal£gne, which vve had lately pafs'd. 
The Names of thofe Nations are as follows. 

Names Df The SpicheatJ, Kabayes, Thecamons, Theaure- . 
N4~01!t met.r, Kiahoba, Choumenes, Kouans, Arhan, Ent
er '' "· piahe, .Ahonerhopiheim, Korenka~e, Korkone, Omea-

tJ.!Je, Keremen, Ahehoen, Magh~ti, Thecamenes, Ottn
marhem, K~tvagan and Meracouman. Thefe are 
the Nations that lay on our Road ; thofe on the 
Weft and NGrth 'Vefl: of the faid River, were 
the Kannehonan, Tohaka, Fehir, Coyabegux, Ona· 
pien, Pichar, Tohan, Kiajfes, Chanz..es, T[tra, Bo
crettes, T{epehoen, Ferco~teha, Panego, Petao, Pet .. 
~ares, Peif~cho, Peihoum and Orc11.mpion. 

ThoCe we were with then, were call'd 1eao, 
whom we had not before hear'd .. nam'd. They 
talk'd of a great Nation call'd Ayona and Cano
h~ttinot who were at War with the Spaniards, 
from whom they ftole Horfes~ and told us, that 
o:1e hundred Sp~tniards were to have come to join 
the Cenis, to carry on that War, but that ha· 
ving heard of our March, they went back. 
Monfieur de la S~tle gave them to underftand, 
that vve vvere at War vvith the Spaniards, and 
that we fear'd them not; and that he was fenr 
on their Account by the great Captain of tbe 
World, who h1d charg'd him to do them all . 
Good, and to afiHt them in their Wars againft 
1uch Nations as were their Enemies. 
_ Thofe Savages gave Monfieur de la Sale No

tice, that he would find three of our Men a
. mo1Jg the Cenis, which put him i.u Hopes they 

were 
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were thofe he had given Leave to depart at his Feh.r687 .. 
former Journey, and of whem be had never fince 
heard. He propos'd to them to barter for 
Horfes ; but they had caus'd them to be con
vey'd out of the Way, for Fear we fhould taKe 
them away, excepting only one Bay, which 
Monfieur de la Sale agreed for and return'd to 
us. 

The 17th, we pafs'd a fma11 River, with fome 
Difficulty, and incamp'd beyond it. The 18th, 
one of our Horfes going along the Edge of an 
upright Bank, fell into the Water, and came off 
with only a Hurt on the Shoulder ; but we 
were fain to unload him, and diftribute his Bar
den among us, every one making a Pack; and 
thus we crofs'd a curious Plain, diverfify'd with 
Woods, Hiils, Rivulets, and delightful Mea
dows. 

The I 9th, we travell'd along the Tops of 
thofe Hills, to avoid the Bottoms, and found a 
Difficulty to get down, by Reafon of the Rocks 
we met vvith at the End of them, and a River 
we were to crofs. Whilft we were pafling 
that River, we heard Dogs hunting the Bul. 
locks, two of vvhich coming near ns., 
one of them was fhot dead. The Natives who 
vvere hunting fpying us, fent out two of their 
:rumber, who creeping from Tree to Tree 

drew near, and then 1l:ood 1l:il1, vvithour daring 
to proceed any farther. We made Signs to 
them to come, which they did, and we made 
them fmoke, till Monfieur de lA S11/e return'd, 
being gone a little Way to obferve the Body of 
thofe People. 

When come, he told them, he would enter
tain Peace with them, that we were &oing to 

. t.hc: 
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Fel1.t6g7· the Cenis, and he heliev'd, that thefe very MeB 
~ were of their Nation, becaufe they bad their 

Accent and fome of their Words. They told 
him their Village was near that Place, a-nd bore 
us Company to our Campf where after fome 
fmall P'refents given them, they were dif
mifs'd. 

'.Accoun~ The 2oth, Monfieur de la Sale fent Monfieur 
give~ hJ a Morange-t and fome others to the Village of 
Nauve. thofe N:ttives, to try whether they could bar-

ter with them for fome Horfes. In the mean 
Time two Savages came to us, one of them be
ing the fame that was with us the Night before, 
and they exprefs'd much Friendfbip for u~. That 
particular Indian told us, his Na.me vvas Pala~ 
quechaune, that they were Allies to the Cenis, 
that their Chief had been among the Choumans, 
with the Spaniards; that the Choumans were 
Friends to the Sp4niards, from whom they got 
Horfes, and added fome farther Particulars, 
which the others had before fignify'd to us; fo 
that v_ve had good Reafon to judge we vvere 
net far from Narth Mexico. 

He alfo told us, that the Cboumans had given 
their Chief fome Prefents, to perfwade him to 
conducr us to them ; that moft of the faid Na ... 
tion had flat Heads; that they had Indian Corn, 
which gave Monfieur de l~t SAle Ground to be
lieve, that thofe People were fome of the fame 
be had feen upon his firft Difcovery. ffhat fame 

ative had a very fine Goat's Skin, vvhich I 
purchas'd of him for four Needles, after I h21d 
fhewn him hovv to ufe them, and that Skin 
vvas of good Ufe to make us S.hoes inftead of 
avv Bullocks Hide!. 

Some 
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Some Time after, 1.\tfonfieur Moranuet re- Feb. 1687. 

turn'd, gave Monfieur de la Sale an Acc~uot of f../'Y'J 
his ~ort Journey, and fai~, That one of the M. Mo 
Natives, vvho favv us the Ntght before, came to ranget·~ 
meet and conduct him to the Chief's Cottage, ~~oum, 
where forty ancient IndiAns were, by vvhom 
he had been kindly receiv'd. That the Chief 
had in his Hand a Reed, at the End whereof 
was made faft a Leaf of a French Book, which 
be had an extraordinary R.efpecr for. That 
they had been made to fit on Bullocks Hides, 
and treated with dry'd Beef. 

That after the{e firft Ceremonies, the Chief 
had given them to nnderftand, that fome of 
their People had been conducted by a Man like 
us, to our Habitation, and that the faid M~u1 
had prom is 'd to bring them to talk with us, in 
order to treat of Peace ; but th2t on the Con
trary, we had fireJ on them and kill'd one of 
their Men, which had oblig'd them to kill the 
Man that led them, and that then they re
torn'd. It is not improper here to put the Rea
der in Mind, that I have before mention'd this 
Accident, when the Sieur Barbier croffing the 
River in a Canoe, was ea ll'd upon by fome Per
fon, who was among the NJtives on the Bank 
of the River, vvho had n1ade two Shots, as it 
had been only the Priming of a Piece, vvhich 
the Sieur Barbier had look'd upon as an Infult, 
and therefore he had alfo fir'd, vvith all the o
ther Particulars, as mention~d before; an Acd· 
dent that happen'd for vvant of nnderfiand"" 
ing one another; vvhich, together with Monfr. 
de l~ Sale's forbidding us to have any Commu
nication with the Natives, vvas very preiodiGi
al to us afterwards. 

After 
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Ft!J. t687 Afr:er much other Difcourfe, Monfieur MD~ 
~ ranget having given them fome fmaU Prefents, 

lhey made their Return in Butlocks Hides, and 
Goats Skins well drefs'd. He ask'd them for 
fome Horfes to barter; they anfwer'd, they had 
no more than what they ftood in Need of. 
We immediately proceeded on our Journey,and 
that Day being the 21ft, went to in camp at the: 
Edge of a Wood. 

The 22d, we went up to an Eminence ter
minated by a Rock, at the Foot whereof ran a 
little River, the Bottom whereof was all of flat 
Rocks, fil! for Bnilding. Thence we defcry'd 
two Natives driving of Bullocks, which made 
us ftand upon our Guard, and it appear'd to be 
our Indian, who had met another, with whom 
he had been acqtJai nted among the Cenis, and 
whom he had brought along with him. 

Monfieur de la Sale was very ~lad to fee him, 
'JTJree loff and remember'd he was one of thofe of whom 
French he had purchas'd a Horfe. He ask'd feveral 
Mm beard . . •f. Quefttons of h1m, and among the reft, whether 

• he had .uot feen the four Men who deferted in 
his former Journey, or beard any Talk of the 
others, to whom he had given Leave to return 
to our Dwelling. He anfw~r'd, he had feen 
one among the Cenis, and two others among 
the .Ajfonis ; but that he had nnt heard of any 
more, and that they muft needs he dead ; a! 
alfo the Sieur Bihorel, who was likewife men• 
tiou'd to him. 

He further told us, that there were four or 
five Cottages thereabouts, in which about Fif· ' 
teen Men refided. At Night he went away. 
Our Indian bad kill'd a Cow at a great Diftance 
and lhot her qaite through, at which the other, 

vvho 
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who had been an Eye Witnefs to it, ftood a Feb .. t6S1 
long Time amaz'd, without [peaking one ~ 
Word, admiring the Effea: of our Pieces. That 
Cow was fent for,. and the Flefh brought to 
our Camp. 

The 23d, we pafs'd by the Cottages we had 
been told of, where the Nativei were with 
their Wives and Children. Monfr. de la Sale 
caus'd us to halt in the Village. We were well 
t·eceiv'd, they prefented us w1th dry'd Beef, and 
we return'd it in fome Knives. We faw two 
Horfes, one of t~1em a little grey, indifferent 
llandfon1e. They told us they would foon de
part that Place, to go join their Companions, 
who were in War with their Enemies. The re[t 
of our Men being come up, we went on to 
incamp a League from thence, on the Bank of a 
Rivulet, and at the Foot of one of the highefi: 
Mountains in the 'country. 

Unloading our Horfes, w~ perceiv'd there 
wanted a large A~e, which ferv'd us for hew
ing down of Trees. Moofieur de l~e Sale fent 
his Indian to demand it., at the Village we came 
from laft, the Savages faid they had not feen 
it, and it was loft. He brought back Word, 
that the Savages had told him, that if we would 
ftay for them, they would go along with, and 
fbew us the Way. 

However, we went on the 24th, and in
camp'd on the Edge of a Madh. The 25th, 
the Rain hinder'd us fr.om Marching. The 
26th., Monfieur de i4 Sale perceiving how diBi
cult and dangerous it was to crofs that Marfh, 
fent his Indian to the others, to know whether 
they really defign'd to go with us. They an· 
fwer'd, we muft return thither to join them. 

The· 
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M.tr.,_687 The 27th. we decamp'd, in order to it; but took 
l/'Y"V another Way to go meet the Indians. The 28th. 

we faw them .marching at a Difrance. One of 
them was detach'd to come tell us, that he 
would fhew us the Way to crofs the Marfh, 
and wewent on and incamp'd at the Foot of the 
high Mountain I have fpoken of. 

The firft of .J.farch, we join'd the Indians, on 
the Edge of the Marlh, which we had. ju!l: 
crofs'd, where the Rains kept us till the Fifth, 
during which Time we went to find out where 
we might pafs a rapid Torrent, that difcharges 
it felf into the River call'd of Cano~s, which we 
pafs'd the 6th, in the Canoe we had n1ade, and 
which did us good Service, to pafs other Rivers 
we met with the 7th and the 8th on our Vvay. 

The 9th, we did not fiir, becaufe of the Rain. 
PJver of The 1oth, in cam p'd on the Bank of a {mall Ri-

C!luoes. ver, w hi eh we crofs'd the 1 1 th, and the fame 
Day another River, and incamp'd on the Bank 
of it, and found it adorn'd vvith very fine 
Mulberry Trees. The 12th vve crofs'd an
other River, and incamp'd near it. The 13th, 
came again to the River of Canoes, {o call'd by 
IV1onfieur de la Sale, becaufe he the firft Time 
put Canoes into it, at his former Journey. We 
pafs'd it the 14th, and in camped on the· other 
Side where we again join'd the Indians. 

The 15th, we held on our Journey with them 
and found a pleafanter Country than that we 
had pafs'd thro' ; and Monfieur de la Sale having 
in his former Journey hid fomc Indian Wheat 

Provifions and Beans, two or three Leagues from that 
#;id,[poilr. Place, and our Provifions beginning to fall Jhort, 

it was thought fit to go to that Place. Accor
dingly he order'd the Sieurs Duhaut. Hiens, LJo

tot 
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t'()t the Surgeon, his own Indian, and his Foot- Mar.t6g7 . 
1nan, whofe Name was S~tget, who were follow- l./'"\I"'V 
ed by fome Natives, to go to the Place he dc-
fcribed to them, where they found all rotten 
and quite fpoilt. 

The 16, in their Return, they met with two 
Bullocks, which 1\r1onfieur de la Sale~s Indian 
kill'd, whereupon they fent back his Footman, 
to give him Notice of what they had kill'd, that 
if he would have the Flelli d ry'd, he mi~ht 
fend Horfes for it. The 17th, Monfieur de'" 
Sale had the Horfes taken up, and order'd the 
Sieurs ,~1oranget and de A1ale and his Footman, 
to go for that Meat., and fend back a Horfe 
Load immediately, till the reft was dry'd. 

Monfieur Moranget., when he came thither, Diflonum 
found they ha'd fmoak'd both the Beeves tho' occ.Jfior/d 

h ..l h d h r. .d '. by ivlovfr 
t ey were not t1 ry enoug ; an t e Jat Steurs Moran· • 
Liotot; Hiens, Duhaut and the reft had laid afide ge :. 
the Marrow-Bone·s and others to roaft them, 
and eat the Flefh that remain'd on them, as was 
ufual to do. The Sieur Moranget foun'd fault 
with it, he in a Paffion feiz'd not only the Flefh 
that was fmoak'd and dry'd, hut alfo the Bones, 
without giving them any Thing; but on the 
contrary, threatning they Otould not eat fo much 
ofit, as they had imagin'd, and that he would 
manage that Flelh after another Manner. 

This paffionate Behaviour, fo much out of Con[pirttCJ 
Seafon, and contrary to Reafon and Cuftom, ~ murd~ · 
touch'd the Surgeon Liotot, Heins and Duhaut 1/;t;. e 
to the Quick, they having other Caufes of Com-
plaint agairaft Moranget. They withdrew, and. 
refolv'd together upon a bloody Revenge; they 
agreed upon the Manner of it, and concluded 
they would murder the Sieur Moranget, Mon-

li fieur 
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Mar.r687 fieur de la Sale's Footman and his lndian, becaufe 
f../"\1'.) he was very faithful to him. . 

They waited till Night, when thofe unfortn..; 
nate Creatures had fupp'd and were afieep. 
Liotot the Surgeon was the inhuman Executioner, 
he toak an Ax, began by the Sieur Moranget, 

BloodJ giving him many Strokes on the Head; the 
Murderers fame he did by the Footman and the Indian, 

ki11ing them on the Spot, whilfi: his Fellow 
Villains, viz... Duh.tut, Hiens, Teiffier and Lar
chevtque ftood upon their Guard, with their 
Arms, to fire upon fuch as fhould make any Re
fifi:ance. The Indian and the Footman never 
ftir'd, but the Sieur lvforanget had fo much Vi· 
gour as to fit up, but without being able to 
fpeak one Word, and the A1fafins obliged the 
Sieur de Marle to make an End of him, tho' he 
was not in the Confpiracy. 

1'his Slaughter had yet fatisfy'd but one Part 
. of the Revenge of thofe Murderers. To finilh 

Confult it and fecure themfelves it was requifite to de· 
~mf,d~e ftroy the Commander in Chief. They confult· 
lao;a~~. ed about the fafeft Method to effea it, and 

refolvt1 to go together to Monfteur de l" 
Sale, to knock out the Brains of the moft refo· 
lute immediately, and then it would be eafier to 
overcome the reft. But the River, which was 
between them and us, being much fwollen, the 
Difficulty of palling it made them put it off the 
18th and 19th. On the other Hand Monfieur 
de la Sale was very uneafy, on Account of their 
long Stay. .His Impatience made him refolve 
to go himfelf to find out his People and te 
know the Caufe ofit. 

This was not done without many previous 
Tokens of Concern, and A pprehenfion. He 

feem'd 
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feem'd to have fome Prefage of his Misfortune, kiar.1687 
enquiring of fomel whether the Sieur Liotot, ~ 
Hi.ens and Duhaut had not exprefs'd fome Dif- = 

d h 
. Th. f . h £.d goes to 

content ; an not eanng any · tng o It, e feek rh'm 
could not forbear fetting out the 2oth, with • 
Father Ana.fta(ius and an Indian, leaving me the 
Command in his Abfence. and charging me 
from Time to Time to go the Rounds about our 
Camp, to prevent being furpriz'd, and to make · 
a Smoke for him to direct his Way in Cafe of 
Need. When he came near the Dwelling of 
the Murderers, looking out fharp to difcover 
fomething, he ob[erved Eagles fluttering 
abo t a Spot, not far from them, which made 
him believe they bad found fame Carrion about 
the Manfion, and he fired ·a Shot, which was 
the Signal of his Death and forwarded it. 

The Confpirators hearing the Shot, conclu
ded it was Monfieur de la St~~le, who was come 
to feek them. They made ready their Arms 
and provided to furprize him. Duhaut paffed 
the River, with L~trcbeveque. The firft of them 
fpying Monfieur de l11 Sale at a Dift~ nee, as he 
was coming towar s them, advanc'd and hid 
himfelf among the high Weeds, to wait his 
palling by, fo that Monfieur de la Sale fufpeding 
nothing, and having not fo much as charg'd his 
Riece again, faw the aforefaid Larcheveque at a 
good Diftance from him, aud immediately ask'd 
for his Nephew Mora»get, to which Larcheveque 
anfwer'd, That he was along the Ri'ler. At 
the fame Time the. Traitor Duhdlut fired his ~~ n:;r
Piece and {ho Monfi·. de l11 Sale thro' the Head, 

7 

• 

{o that he dropp'd down dead on the : Spot, 
without fpeaking one Word! 

H2 Fathes: 
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Mat t687 Father APa_{fafiu.r, who was then by his Side; 
~ ftood frock ftiH in a Fright, expecring the fame 

Fate, and not kno\'\-ing whether he fhould go 
forwards or backwards ; but the l'v1urderer 
Duhaut put him out of that Dread, bidding him 
not to fear, for no Hurt was intended him ; 
that it was Oefpair that had prevail'd with him 
to do what he faw; that he had long defired 
to be revenged on .l.1oranget1 becaufe be had 
defign'd to ruin him, and that he was partly 
the Occa fion of his U ncle?s Death. This is the 
exact Relation of that Murder, as it was pre
fi ntly after told me by F. AnaJfafius. 

Such was the unfortunate End of Monfieur 
de la Sale's Life, at a ime when he might en

Hii Cha- tertain the greateft Hopes, as the Reward o,f 
r . .zrta. his Labours. He had a Capacity and Tarent 

to make his Enterprize fuccefsful; his Confi.ancy 
and Courage and his extraordinary Knowledge 
in Arts and Sciences, which render'd him fit 
for any Thing, together with an indefatigable 
Body, which made him furmount all Difficultjes, 
would have procur'd a glorious Iffue to his Un
dertaking, had not all thofe excei1ent Qualities 
been counterbalanced by too haughty a Beha
viour, w hi eh fomet.imes made him infupporta
ble, and by a Rigidnefs towarC.s thofe that 
were under his Commaud, wh"ch at \aft drew 
on him an impLcable Hatred, and was the Oc
cafion of his Death. 

l~he Shot which had kill'd Monfieur de la s,fe, 
was al[o a Signal of the Murder to the A!failins 
for them to draw near. They all repair'd to 
the Place where the wretched deaa Corps lay; 

B.vb.uiry which they barbarouily ftrip'd to tlie Shirt, and· 
tow.trdi 
rhe de,zd xented their Malice in vile ~nd opprobrious 
B2&. Language. 
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Language. Ttie Surgeon L iotot faid feverd .Mar.u;S7 
Times in Scorn. and Derifion, T here thou ~. 
liejf, Great Baj[a, there thotJ lie/f. ln Conclu-
fion, they dragged it naked among the Bullies, 
and left it expofed to the ravenous .Wild 
Beafts. So far was it from vvbat a certain Au-
thor writes, of their ~aving bury'd him and fet 
up a Crofs on his Grave. 

When thofe Murderers haa fatiated their Mu,duers 
Rage, they fet out to come to us at our Camp, ;:ru~n to 
with the dry'd Flefh, which they h3d caus'd to e amp. 
be brought over ~be River by the Indians, who 
had been Spet.lators of the Murder and of all 
the inhuman AtHons th:tt had been committed, 
with Amazement and Contempt of us. vVhen 
they were come to the Camp, they found Mef-

·fieurs Cavelier, the one Brother, the other Ne
phew to th .-! muraer'd Commander, whom Fa· 
ther An.eftafius acquainted with the difmal End 
of our Chief, and enjoyn'd them Silence., which 
it is eafy to imagine was very- hard upon them; 
but it was abfolutely neceffary. 

However, Monfieur G11velier the Priefr, could 
not forbear telling them, that if they would do 
the fame by him, he would forgive them his 
l\1urder, and only defir'd thsm to give him a 
Quarter of an Hour to prepare himfelf: They 
anfwer'd, They had Nothing to fav to him; 
that what they had done was the BfftB: of De
fpair, to be reveng'd for the ill Ufage they had 
receiv'd. ' 

I was ahfent at that Time ; he they call'd 
Larchtveque, who, as I have faid, was one of the 
Confpirators, had fome Kindnefs for me, and 
knowing they defign'd to make me away ton, if 

· H 3 lft ood 
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Mar. t687 I ftood upon my. Defence, ~e P-a:te~ from thet ~ 
t./'V'V to give me Not1ce of thetr. Intfc~Jevous Refo

lution. He found me on a llttle nfing Ground, 
where I was looking upon our Horfes as they 
graz.'d in a little adjacent Bottom. His lfttel
ligence ftruck me to the Heart, not knawing 

1he .Aurhor whether I Ihould fly or ftay; but at length, ha
[.tv_'d hJ 11 ving neither Powder nor Shot, nor Arms, and 
Erzelzd. the faid Larchroeque giving me Atfurances of my 

Life, provided I was quiet and faid Nothing, I 
committed my felf to God~s Protection; and 
went to tbem, without taking any Notice of 
what had been done. 

Deh;tut, Dehaut, puff'd up with his new gotten Autho· 
the Mur- rity, procur'd him by his Villany, as fqon as he 
derer, u- faw me, cry'd out, Every Man ought to corn· 
Jurps rhe m and in l1is Turn ; to which I made no An· 
Command. fwer; and we were all of us oblig7d to ftifie 

our Refentment, that it might not appear, for 
our Lives depended on it. However, it was 
eafy to judge with what Eyes Father Ant~jllijitU, 
Mcffieurs Ca'Velier and I beheld thefe Murder
ers, to whom we expeaed every Moment to 
fall Sacrifices. It is true, we diffembled fo 
welt, that they were not very fufpicious of us, 

nd that the Temptation we were under of 
making them away in Revenge for thofe they 
had murder'd, would have eafily prevail'd and 
been put in Execution, had not Monfieur Ca· 
~elier-, the Prieft, always pofitively oppos'd it, 
alledging, that we ought to leave Vengeance to 
God. 

March However the Murderers feiz'd upon all the 
'ominued. EffeB:s, without any Oppofition, and then we 

began to talk of proceeding on our journ,y. 
yvc 
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We decamp'd the 2 t ft, with our lndian r, and . 1.sr. 6 

march'd with fuch a heavy Rain, that we were \/'.1 
oblig'd to halt on the Bank of a gre.at Stre~~, 
where one of theNatives that had left us~arnv d 
with his Wife. We went on the 22d and 23u, 
and pafs'd the River, where F.ather ..Anaifa(:m, 
Monfieur Cavelier and I, who could not fw1m, 
had been drown'n, but that the Natives affifi:-
ed and fav'd ·us. The 24th, we went on thro' a 
marfhy Country, never quitting a fmall Path 
which led to the Village of the Cenis, till the 
28th, when we refted on the Bank of a River Cenis l(i · 
of the fame Name, tlio' about ten Leagues di- ver. 
ftant from the Village. 

We had hop'd to ford that River, as Monfieur 
de l" S~ele had done, when he r~turn'd from that 
Country; but it was fo fwolJen, that there 
was no doing it, and we were forced to make a 
Canoe of Bullocks Hides. WhiHt we were 
employ'd at that Work, the Jndians fwam over 
and went to give Notice to the c~nis of our 

rrival. . 
We found the Country pleafant enough about 

that ~iver, tho' the Land did not fee m to be 
any of the belt; but !till it was delightful to 
the Eye, well planted with fine Trees of feve
ral Sorts, among which, is one that Monfieur 
de l~t Sale had nam~d Copal, being very beautiful, Copal 
the Leaves of it between thofe of the IVIaple Ti c(. 

and the Lime Trees in Refemblance, and from it 
comes a Gum, of a very agreeable Scent. 1!1 
the fame Place we faw a great Tree~ on w hi eh 
the late Monfieor dt l~t S11le had caus'd Croiles 
and the Arms of FrAn" to be carv'd. 

H + T he 



I 04 Monfieur de la SALE's SecoHd J/oyage 
(' . 

M1r.t 6 j7. Tke Hunting of Bullock~ had fail'd us, and we 
VV'*'J bad feen none from the Place where our late 

Leader had he~n murder'd. Thus our Provifions 
began to fall fbort, and it was refolv'd on the 
29th, to fend fome l\fen before, to theVillage of 

n~ .Author the Cenis, to know, whether they had any Indian 
font to rhe Corn, and were willing to barter for it. I was 
Ceni.s for appointed, with the Surgeon 'Liotot, the Tef 
Provijions. fieers, and Hiens, vvho was a B.uccanier, Mon .. 

.fieur de la S11le had taken up at Petit Gouave, 
to go with him upon this Expedition. I was 
very unwilling to undertake that Journey, 
with a Murderer and two of his Compani
ons, of whom I was fufpicious ; but it was 
very requifite to obey, and Duhaut having 
all the Effeds in hisj Poifefi1on, a Hedging, that 
a great Part of them belong'd to him, he 
~ave us fome Axes and Knives to barter for 
Indian Corn, as alfo for Horfes, if any were to 

. ~e pad, and accordingly we pafs'd the Ri· 
ver. 

:1'~e Coun. \Ve found the Courrtry made up of feveral 
·l ,., de • . little Hill~, of an indifferent Height, on which 
Jcr ib'd. there are Abundance of Wallnut-Trees and 

0Jks, not fo large as wh:tt we had feen before, 
but very agreea?le. The Weeds .which had been 
fome Time before burnt by the Natives, began 
to fpring sp again) and difcover'd large green 
Fields very pleafing to the Sight. 

When we had travell'd .fame Time, we dif
(:ovcr'd three Men a Horfeback, coming 
towanls us from the Village, and being 
come near them, faw one drefs'd after the 
Spanij1J Fafhion, with a little Doublet, the Bo· 
dy wherof was of blue, and the Sleeves of white 

Fuftian, 
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Faftian, as it were imbroider'd, with very Jltfar.I687 
ftreight Breeches, white worfted Stockipg$, V""V"J 
Woollen-Garters, a broad-brim'd, flat-crown'd .A M. 
Hat, and long Hair. We prefently concluded ,Jad li~~ ~ 
he was a , Sp~tniard, and the rather becaufe we spani1.rd. 
had been told, that forne of them were to come 
to join in League with the Ceni1, againft an E-
nemy Nation,. and we were at a Nonplus, for 
if vve fell into their Hands, we inuft never ex-
peCt to get away, but .. be condemn'd to ferve 
either in the Mines, or in the Q1arries, in the 
Kingdom of Mexico, for which Reafon we pro-
vided to give the pretendell Spaniard an unRind 
Reception, and then to make the beff.of our 
Way back. 

Being come up to him, I fpoke fome Words 
of Spflnifh and Italian, to which he retu~n'd 
no Anfwer; but on the contrary, made ufe 
of the Word Couffica; which in the Lan
guage of the Cenis, fignifies, I do not under
fl.tnd you ;l which Anfwer of his remov'd our 
Apprehenfions. The two others were quite 
naked, one of t~em being mounted on a 
fine grey Mare, and on her were he fides 
two Panniers, handfomly made of Reeds, full 
of very fine Meal parch'd, or roafted. A f- · 
ter feveral Queftions, to which we bad no 
very fatisfactory Anfwers, we lighted Fire to 
make them fmoke1 and then thev prefented 
us with the two Panniers full of ~deaJ, giv
ing us to underftand, that their Chief ex- , 
petted us in the Villagt", and having ~gni
fy'd, that they we~e feat to meet us, we 
gave them fome Knives and Strings of 
Beads. 

\Ve 

. I 
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="i\1a1.1687 We ask'd tbem, whether they had any Men 
t/."v~ among them like him that was a Horfeback 

in the Spanifh Habit, they anfwer'd, there were 
two in a Neighbouring Nation, ~all'd .Af{ony, 
and that he who was clad, had been in their 
Country, and brought thence the Cloaths we 
faw him wear. Tlrat Man then fbew'd us a Sp-.. 
nifh printed Paper, containing the Indulgences 
granted to the Miffioners of New Mexico. After 
this they left us to go on, to our People, for 
which Reafon I writ a Note, giving an Accounl 
of our having met them. 

We alighted to eat, and let our Horfes 
graze on the Bank of a Rivulet; but it was not 
long before the fame Natives, who had been 
with os before, appear'd again hard by us. We 
made Signs to them to draw near and eat with 
us; ·which they did, and then went along with 
us towards the Village, whi-ch we would not 
go into, becaufe it was Night. Tbe Indian that 
was clad, ltay'd all Night with us, and the two 
others went away. 

When it was Day, we held on our Way to 
the Village; the IndiAn that was with us con-

7h~ Cenis dutl:ing us to their Chiefs Cottage. By theW ay, 
~eet ~b~ we faw many other Cottages, and the Elders 

renc "' coming to meet us in their Formalities, which fo:emn 
l'r11lnner. confifted in fome GoatsSkins drefs'd and painted 

of feYeral Colours, which they wore on thtir 
Shoulders like Belts, and Plumes of Feathers of 
feveral Colours, on their Heads, like Coro .. 
nets. Six or feven of thfm had fquare 
Sword Blades, like the Spani{h, on the Hilts 
whereof they had faften'd greau Plumes of Fea
thers, and feveral Hawks Bells; fome of them 
. ad Clu~s, which they call Head-breakers, fome 

only 
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only their Bows and Arrows; others, Bits of M.tr.t6 

white Linen, reaching from Shoulder to Shoul-~ 
der. All their Faces were daub'd vvith black 
or red, There were twelve Elders, who walk'd 
in the Middle, and the Youth and Warriors in 
Ranks, on the Sides of thofe old Men. 

Being come up to us in that Manner, he 
that conduaed us, made a Sign for us to halt, 

. vvhich vvhen vve had done, all the old Meu 
lifted up their Right Hands above their Heads, 
crying out in a moft ridiculous Manner; but 
it behov'd us to have a Care of laughing. That 

· dGne, they came and imbrac'd us, ufing all Sorts 
of Endearments. Then they made ·us fmoke, .4 F h 

f 
JJ renc 

and brought to us a French Man o Provence, Man 4_ 

vvho vvas one of thofe that had forfaken the mong rhe 

late Monfieur de la Sale, at his firft Journey. India~u. 
The vvhole Comp~1y conduCled us after the 

fame Manner, to their Chief's Cottage ; and at-
ter we had ibrid there a fbort Time, they led us 
to a latiger Cottage, a Quarter of a League 
from thence, being the Hut in vvhich they have 
their J)Ublick Rejoycings, and the great Af- • 
femblies. V./e found it farnilh'd with Mats for IndidnEn· 
us to fit on. The Elders feated themfelves round terrain· 
about us, and they brought us to eat, fome mem. 
Sagamite, which is their Pottage, little Beans, 
Bread made of Indian Corn, and another Sort 
they make vvith boil'd Flower, and at laft they 
made us fmoke. 

During our Repaft, they cntertain'd us vv it h 
the Difcoufe of their Ddign to make War 011 

a Nation, vvho vvere their Enemies, and whom 
they call'd Cannokantimo. When it vvas over, 
vve prefented tberu, according to Cuftom , 
vvith fome I<cives .and Strings of Beads fo r 

t heir 
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Mar.t687 their Wives. We defir'd them to afford us 
V"''"'J fame Indian Corn, in Exchange for other 

Things, vvhich they prom is 'd, and the French 
Man vvho vvas vvith them, having told us, 
that there vvas a Diftriet, vvhich afforded more 
Corn, than that vvhere vve vvere, and vvhere 
his Cottage vvas, vve refolv'd to go thither. 
We propos'd it to the Elders, vvho would 
needs go along vvith us, attended by a great 
Number of Youth, and having got ready our 
Horfes, vve fet out for that Place. 

By the Way, we faw feveral Cottages at 
certain Diftances, ftragling up and down, as the 
Ground happens to be fit for Tillage. The 
Field lies ab0ut the Cottage, and at other Di· 
fiances there are other large Huts, not inha
bited, but only ferving for publick Affernblies, 
either upon Occafion of Rejoycings, or to con
fult about Peace and War. 

Hut
1 

and The Cottages that are inhabited, are not 
Faw1iJieJ each of them for a private Family, for in foine 
in rb~m: of them there are fifteen or twenty, each of 

which has its Nook or Corner, Bed and other 
. Utenfils to its felf; but without any Partition 

o feparate it from the reft: However, they 
.~.1ave Nothing in Common befides the Fire, 
which is in the Midft of the Hut, and never 
goes out. It is made of great Trees, the Ends 
whereof are laid togeth'er, fo that when once 
lighted, it laits a long Time, and- the firfl: 
Corner takes Care to keep it up . 

.. ~I~n~er of The Cottages are round at the Top, afi er 
Buridmg. the ~i!anner of ,a Bee-Hive, or a Reek of Hay. 

Some of them are fixty Foot Diameter. In Or
der to ouild them, they plant Trees as thick 
as a l\'Ian's Thigh, tall and ftrait, and placing 

them 
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them in a Circle, and joynir1g the Tops toge- Mtr.1687 
ther, from the Dome, or round Top, then ~ 
they lafh and c<:>ver them with Weeds. When 
they remove their Dwellings, they genentlly 
burn the Cottages they leave., and build new 
on the Ground they defign to inhabit. 

Their Moveables are fome Bullocks Hides Thd r rno~ 
and Goats Skins well cur'd, fome M<1ts clofe ables. 
wove, wherewith they adorn their Huts, and 
fome Earthen Veffels, which they are very 
skilful at making, and wherein they boil thtir 
:Flefh or Roots, or S11gamife, which, as has been 
faid, is their Pottage. They have alfo fome 
fmal1 Baskets made of Canes, ferving to put in 
their Fruit and other Provifions. Their Beds 
are made of Canes, rais'd two or three Foot 
above the Ground, handfomly fitted with IV1ats 

8 
J 

and BuiJocks Hides, or Goats Skins well cur'd, e ~. 
which ferve them for Feather Beds, or Quilts 
and Blankets ; and thofe Beds are parted one 
from another by Mats hung up. 

When they deftgn to TilJ the Ground, they . . 
give one another Notice, and very often above 1iDit,t:• 
an Hundred of each Sex meet together. When 
they ha \·e till'd that Piece of Land, aft~r their 
Manner, and fpent part of the Day, thoi~ the 
Land belongs to, give the others to Eat, and 
then they fpend the reft of the Day in Dancing 
and Merry l'.1aking. This fame is praetis'd 
from Canton to Canton, and fo they till 
Land all together. 

This Tillage confifts in breaking up ju!l: the l rfl mr. 
nrface of the Earth with a Sort of Wooden f:r 'r~~"i. 

ln1hument, like a little Pick-axe, which they 
n1ake by fplitting the End of a thick Piece of 
Wood, that ferves for :1 Handle, and putting 

another 

.. 
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:Mar.1687 another Piece of Wood fharp Pointed at one 
V't"J End into the Slit. This Inftrumenl ferves 

them inftead of a Hoe, or Spade, for they have 
no Iron Tools. When the Land has been thu• 

Women fow till'd or broke up, the Women Sow and Plant 
the Indian Corn, Beans, Pompions, Water 
Melons, and other Grain and Garden Ware, 
which is for their Suftenance. 

The Indians are generally Handfom, but 
Indians disfigure themfelves by making Scores, or 
disfigure Streaks on their Faces, from the Top of the 
Jhemfelves. Forehead down the Nofe to the Tip of the 

Chin ; which is done by pricking the Skin with 
Needles, or other fharp Inftruments, till it 
bleeds, whereon they ftrevv fine Powder of 
Charcoal, and that finks in and mixes with the 
Blood within the Skin. They al(o make after 
the fame 1\tlanner, the Figures of living Crea
tures, of Leaves and Flowers on their Shoul
ders, Thighs, and other Parts of their Bodies, 
and Paint themfelves, as has been faid before, 
with Black or Red, and fometimes both to· 
gether. 

The Women are generally well Shap'd, and 
tromen, would not be difagreeable, did they adhere 

to Nature ; but they Difguife themfelves as 
ridiculoufiy as the Men, not only with the 
Streak they have like them down their 
Face, but by other Figures they make on it, 
at the Corners of their Eyes, and on the other 
Parts of their Bodies; whereof they make 
more plrticular Show on their Bofom, and 
thofe who have the moft, are reckoned tbt 
handfomeft; tho' that pricking in that P I be 
extreme} y painful to th~m. 

It 
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It is they that do all the Work in the Cot- Afar.t6 1 tage, either in .Pounding the Indian Corn and t/V 

Baking the Meal, or making the Pottage of '{;;.;_lz40 ;!'c 
lhe faid Meal, by them call'd Sagtemit~, or in Ho•e· dreffing their other Provifions, or drying or 
parching, or fmoaking their Flefb, fetching I 
the Wood they have Occafion for, or tke Flefu 
of Bullo~ks, or other Beafts kill'd by their 
Husbands in the Woods, which are often at 
a great Diftance, and afterwards Dreffing them 
as has been faid. They Sow and Plant, l'\'hen 
the Land has been broke up, and in 1horr, do 
almoft all that is requifite for the Support of 
Life. 

I did not obferve that thofe Women were 
naturally given to L~wdnefs ; but their Virtue Their ne, is not Proof againft fome oi our Toys, when b.zvio~r· 
prefented them, as Needles, Knives, and more 
particularly Strings of Beads, whereof they 
make Necklaces and Bracelets, and that Temp-
tation is rarely refi£ted by them, and the lefs 
becaufe they have no Religion or Law to pro-
hibi that vile Prattice. It is true their Hus-
bands, whe'n they take them in the Faa, fame-
times do punith them, either by Separation or 
otherwife; but that is rare. 

The Country of thofe Indians being genera11y 
fubjea to no Cold, alrnoll: all of them go naked ; HJbit 
unlefs when the Nort/1 Wind blows, then they 
cover themfelves with a Bullock's Hide, o 
Goat's Skin cur'd. The Women we1r nothing 
but a Skin, Mat, or Clout, banging round them 
like a Petticoat, and reaching down half way 
their l.egs, which hides their Nakednefs before 
and behind. On their Heads they have no-

thing 
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.Mtr.t68 7 thing but their Hair· platted and knotted be,; 
~hind. 
M'nners. As for their Manners, it may be faid of 

thefe as of all other Indians of that great Con
tinent, that they are not Mifchievous, unlefs 
wroog'd or attack'i ; in which Clfe they are 
an Fierce and Revengeful. They watch all 
Opportunities to be Reveng'd, and never ]et 
any flip, when offer'd, which is the Caufe of 
their being continually at War with their 
Neighbours, and of that Martial Humour, 
fo Predominant among them. 

~ligion. As to the Knowledge of a God, they did not 
feem to us to have any fix'd Notion of Him; 
it is true, we met with fame on our Way, who 
as far as we could judge, believ'd, there was . 
fome Superior Being, which was above all 
Things, and this they teftify'd by lifting up 
their Hands and Eyes to Heaven, yet without 
any Manner of Concern, as believing that the 
fa id exalted Being does not regard at an, what is 
done here below. However none of them 
having any Places of Worfhip, Ceremonies, 
or Prayers, to denote the divine Homage, iu 
may be faid of them all, that they have no Re
ligion, at leaft tho[e that we faw. 

ceremo· However, they obferve fame Ceremonies ; 
nies;" but whether they have any Regard to a real or 

pretended Superior Being., or whether they are 
only popular, and proceeding from Cuftotih is 
what we were not able to difcover. Tbofe Ce· 
remonies are as follows. When the Corn is 
ripe., they gather a certain Quantity in a Maund 
or Basket, which is placed on a Sort of Seal or 
Stool, dedicated to that Ufe, ~nd ferving on-
1 y upon thofe · mifterious Occafions, which they 
llave a ·great Veneration for. rhe 
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The Basket with the Corn being placed on Mar.t6S7 
that honour'd Stool, one of the Elders holds 
out his Hands over it, and talks a long Time; 
after which, the faid old Man diftributes the 
Corn among the Women, and no Perfon is al· 
low'd to eat of the new Corn,till eight Days af ... 
ter that Ceremony. This feems to be in the 
Nature of Offering up or Bleffing the firft 
Fruits of their Harveft. 

At their Affemblies, when the Sag~tmite, or 
Pottage, which is the moft effential Part of 
their Meal, is boil'd in a great Pot, they place 
that Pot on the Stool of Ceremony above men ... 
tion'd, and one of the Elders ftretches out his 
Hands over it, muttering fome Words between 
his Teeth for a confiderable Time, after which, 
they fall to eat. 

When the young Folks are growh up to be 
fit to go to the Wars, and take upon them ta 
be Soldiers, t~eir Garment, 'onfifting of fome 
Skin, or Clout, together with their Bow, Quiver 
and Arrows, is placed on the aforefaid Stool, 
an old Man ftretches out his Hands over them, 
mutters the Words as above, and then the Gar
mentS, Bows, Quivers, and Arrows are given 
to the Perfons they belong to. This may be 
compar'd to Something of a Ceremony of 
Knighting among them. The fame Ceremo-
nies are Us'd by them in the cultivating of their ~ bacc, 
Grain and Product, but partkularly ot the Ta- ' 

6 

bacco, whereof they have a Sort, which has· 
fmaller Leaves than Ours; it is almoft evtr 
green, and they ufe it in Leaves. 

This is what we obferv'd among the CeniJ, 
whofe Cuftoms and Manners differ Vf!IY little 
from tbofe of other Nations, which we had feen 

· 1 b~forc, 
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M.;r.1687 before and faw afterwards. As to the Point of 
V'V"J Religion, it is not to be infer'd from what 1 

have faid above, that there is none throughout 
that vaft Continent: The Account I have giYen 
only regards thofe Nations we faw; there may 
be others tbau have fome Worfbip, and I re-

. member I have heard Monfieur de la Sale fay, 
that the Nation ca\l'd Takenfa, neighbouring 
on the ljlinois, ·ador'd the Fire, and that they 
had Cottages which they made ufe of, as Tern· 
ples. 

Before I conclude this fhort Account of the 
;::~!07; Religion, Cuftoms and Manners of the Cenis; 
meam which belong'd properly to this Place, it is 
b~r-e bJ it. fit here alfo to obferve, that the Word 

Nation, is not to be underftood, among thofe 
Indians, to denote a People poifeffing a whole 
~rovince, or vaft Extent of Land. Thofe Na
tions are no other than a Parcel of Villages, 
d ifpers'd for the Space of twenty or thirty 
Leagues at moft, which compofe a diftinct Peo
ple or Nation ; and they differ from one ano• 
ther rather in Language than in Manners, 
wherein they are all much alike, or at lea!t 
they vary but little, as has been mention'd 
above. As for the Names of them, here fol
low thofe of fLlch as we travel'd through, or 
were near the Way we held from our leaving 
our Habitation near the Bay of the Holy Ghoft, 
till we came among the Cenis. 

The Spicheats, Xabayes, Thecamons, ThearemetJ, 
N

4
mes of Killbaha, Chaumt>nes, Kouans, Arhau, Enepi~the, 

NariotJS. .Ahonerhopiheim, Koienkahe1 Konkone, Omeao!fo, 
Keremen, Ahekouen, Meghty, TetAmenes, Otenmar• 
hen, Kouaytm and Mer11coum4n. All thefe Na
tions are on 1he North of the River called '"' 

- MAii:nt~· 
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Maligne. Thofe that fo11ow, are on the \Veft M.:r.t687 
and North-Weftofthefame River. ~ 

The Kttnnebouan, Tohaha, Pihir, C~tgabegux, 
Onapien, Pickar, Tokau, Ku11jfes, Chancres, 1 e(e~ 
rAbocretes, 1fepehouen, Fercouteha, Panego, Peta~, 
Pttz..are, Peifacho, feihoun, Orcan and Piou. ThiS 
laft Nation borders upon the Ceni.r, at the En 
trance into whofe fi.rft Village I left my Reader, 
to give an Account of the Inhabitants, and 
thither I return, to proceed with my Relation 
and our Journey to the Village, the FrencJJ Man 
who liv'd among theNatives was to conduc:t us to. 

We arriv'd there at Night, and found other 
Elders coming out to meet us, much after the 
fame Manner as the others mention'd before. 
They led us to their Cottage, made us fit down 
on Mats and fmoke, but not with fo much Ce
remony as the others. That done, it was Time 
for us to t! ke our Refr, having given them to 
underftand that we were weary. 

The French Prrrvencal ould needs have us 
go to his Cottage, that is to the Hut where he French 
had his Dwelling ; for, as I have faid, there E11tertain· 
are fe\reral Families in one of them, and that ~~ hJ. the 

f h ft . h h . • ... auves. was one o t e greate tn t e Canton, av~ng 

been the Habitation of one of their Chief's, 
lately deceafed. 

They allotted us a Place there, for our Goods 
and Packs, the Women immediately made Sa-. 
glfmite or Pottage, and gave it us. Having 
eaten, we ask'd the French Man whether we 
were fafe, and he anfwering we were, we lay 
down, but yet could not fieep found. 

The ne)tt Day; being the firft of April, the 
Elders came to r~ceive and conduaed us to the 
Cottage where we had been the i>ay before. 

I 2 After 
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.Jpr. 1~87 After the ufual Ceremonies, we traded with 
~ th·em for Cern, Meal and Beans, giving in Ex

change fot the fJme, Needles, Knives, Rings 
.A Hor[t: and other Toys. We alfo purchafed a very 
J;:;_for an fine Ston~ Horf~, that would have been worth 

twenty Ptftoles tn FraRce, for an Ax. 
The Day was fpen t in driving our fmall Bar

gains and gathering Provifions, which the Wo· 
men brought. When that was done, it was 
agreed, that I fbould remain there, to lay up 
more Store, and that the others fhould return 
to our Company, which we had left near the 
River, to carry the Provifions and fatisfy 
them they might come fafely. 

Tbo' I thought my felf not over fecure a
mong the lndians, and befides had the Di!fatis
faaion of underfranding none of their Lan
guage ; yet was I not unwilling to ftay, that I 
might have an Oppertunity of feeing the two 
other French Men, who had forfaken the late 
:r-tlonfieur de la Sale, when he firft trave\l'd into 
that Country, that I might enquire of them, 
whether they had heard no talk of the Mijfi(rpi 
River, for I fi:ill held my Refolution of parting 
from our wicked Murderers. 

As foon as they were gone, I gave a young 
Indian a Knife, to go bid thofe two other 
French Men come to me, and whilft he was go
ing l drove on my little Trade for Provifiont, 
and had frequent Vifits from the Elders, who 
entertain'd ·me by Signs, with an Account of 
their intended War ; to which I ftill anfwer'd, 
nodding my Head, tho' very often I knew not 
what they meant. It was fome Difficulty to 
me to fecure my fmall Merchandize, efpecially 
at Night, for the Natives were covetous of them. 

:I' his 
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This Care, which kept me from Sleeping .Apr.•687; 

found, was the Occafion,that one Night I heard ~ 
fome Body moving near my Bed, and opening 
my ~yes, by the Light of the Fire, which ne-
ver goes out in thofe Cottages, perceiv'd a 
Man ftark naked, with a aow and two Arrows the AuthD' 
in his Hand, who came and fat down by me, meets ano
without faying any Thing. I view'd him for therFrtncb 

fome Time, I fpoke to him, he made me no An- t;:;.o:~ 
fwer, and not knowing what to think of it, l za 
laid hold of my two Piftols and my Firelock, 
which the Man perceiving, he went and fat · 
by the Fire. I follow'd, and looking ftedfafily 
on him, he knew and fpoke to me, throwing his 
Arms about and embracing me, and then made 
himfelf known to be one of the French lVlen 
1 had·fent for. 

We fell into Difcourfe, I ask'd him for· hie; 
Comrade, he told me, he durfi: not come, for 
Fear of Monfieur de la Sale. They were both 
Sailors, this Man, who was of Britany, WitS call'd 
l}uter ; the other, of Rochelle,GroOet. They had, 
in that rhort Space of Time, fo perfetl:ly enur'd F b 

themfelves to the Cuftorns of the Natives, tu;:~cfa· 
that they were become meer Savages. They v.zge. 
were naked, their Faces and Bodies with Fi-
gures wrought on them, like the reft. They hld 
taken feverat \\lives, been at the Wars and 
kill'd their Enemies with their Firelocks, which 
had gain'd them Reput~~ion ; but having no 
n1ore Powder nor Ball, their Arms were grown 
ufelefs, and they had been forc'd to learn to 
Jhoot with Bows and Arrows. As for Religion, 
they were not troubled with much of it, and 
that Libertine Life th·ey' led, was ple {:. 
in~ to them! 

I ~ 

I 
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:Apr.t687. I acquainted this Mao with the unfortunate 
~ Death of Monfr. de la Sale, his Nephew and the 

relt, at which, be· was furpris'd and concern'd, 
at leaft in outward Appearance. I ask'd him, 
whether he had not heard talk of the Mijfifipi; 
he told me he had not; but only that there was 
a great River forty Leagues from thence to
wards the N. W. where the Natives faid there 
were many Nations along irs Banks. 1 hat 
made me believe, it was the very River we were 
· n Searrh of, or at leaft that it muft be the 

. Way to come at it. I gave him to eat, and we 
went to Reft. 
. The next and the following Days, I conti· 
nu'd trading, and the Elders their Vifits, and 
their Difcourfe by Signs, concerning their in
tended War. Some of them gave me to under
ftand, that they had been among the Spaniards, 
who are neverthelefs about two hundred Leagues 
from them. They fpoke fome Words of bro
ken Spanijh, as Capita, inftead of Capitsn, a Cap
tain, and C~Jhavillo inftea d of Cttva/lo, a Horfe, 
and fo of fame others. Buter, the French Man 
retnrn'd to his Dwelling, I gave him fame 
Strings of Beads for his Wives, and defir'd 
him to fend the other French Man to me. 

ln the mean Time my being alone, as to a
ny Perfon I could converfe with, grew very 

Jndi4n irkfome to me, and I know not whether an old 
• Maid Man did not perceive it ; for he thought it 

brough to would be proper to bring a Companion, to di
JbcAuthor. vert me, and at Night I was furpris'd to fee a 

young Maid come fit down by me, and to hear 
the old Man tell me, he had brought her to be 
my Wife, and gave her to me ; but 1 had far 

ifferent Thoughts to difturb me. I fpoke not 
one 
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one Word to that poor Maid ; Jhe ftay'd fome J4pr. 1681 

Time expetling I would take Notice of her, and~ 
I)erceiving I did not ftir, or fpeak one Word, 
file withdr~w. 

Thus I continu'd, without hearing any News, F nch 

till the Sixth of .April, when the two Fre1:1ch Men, Me~ like 
I have fpoken of, came both, in the Indian lndlans. 

Drefs, each of them having only a Clout about 
him, fome Turky Feathers on their Shoulders, 
their Heads and Feet bare. The latter of them 
whofe Name was Grollet, had not confented to 
have his Face mark'd like the other, nor to 
cut his Hair after the Indian Manner ; for thofe 
People cut off all theirs, except a fmall Lock 
on the Crown of the Head, like the Turks, 
only fome of them have fmall Treifes on the 
Temples. 

I repeated to them the Narrative of Mon· 
fieur de lA Sale's unfortunate Story. They con~ 
firm'd what I had been told before, that the 
Natives had talk'd to them of the great River, 
wbich was forty Leagues off, towards the N . E. 
and that there were People like us, that dwelt: 
on the Banks of it. This confirm'd me in tbe 
Opinion, that it was the River fo much fought 
after, and th<lt we muft go that VJa"y to return 
to Cllnada or towards New Eugland. They 
old me, they would wHlingly go with us. I 

defired them to keep it fecrer, which they did 
not, for being inform'd that tvionfieur Cavttte 
and the others were coming, they went to 1neet 

hem, and 1 was again left alone. 
The 8th, three Men came to n1e, o.ae o 

which was the French Man of Prover1ce, with 
each of them a Horfe, fent by our People to 
carry away all tlie Provifions 1 had got toget~er, 

I bav1n~ 
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:Apr. 1~87 having taken a Refolution, as thofe Perfons 
f.../'..I'.J they had fent told us, to return to the Dwel-
7d~e Mur- ling of St. Lewis, about the Bay of the fame .. rers re- • 
folve ,0 re- Nat:ne, frpm whence . we came; defigmng, as 
rurn eo he they pretended, to butld a Boat there, to car
Hahit~on ry them over to the lflands of America; an im .. 
111 . .!t. Le- pratlicable Notion, for all our Carpenters were 
Wi s. dead, and tho' they had been alive, they were 

fo ignorant, that none of them would have 
known which .Way to go about that Work; 
befide.s that, we were deftitute of ail Neceffaries 
for that Effea. However we muft obey, and 
fet out with our Provifions. The Rain having 
detain'd us the 9th on the Way, we could not 
come up to them till the next Day, being the 
Tenth. 
· Father Anaflafius gave me the Confirmation 
of that Defign, and farther told me how rough
ly they had been treated by thofe Murderers 
fince my Departure. I know not what it was 
that rnov'd them to it, but they had refolved to 
feperate themfelves from thofe Villains, and 
that we .fuould eat apart, 'Viz... Monfieur C~tvelier 
the Prieft, F . .Ana/14jius, young Cavtlier and I, 
which was very agreeable to us, becaufe at leaft 
we could talk freely, which we durft not do 
before; but at the fame Time they allow'd us 
no more Provifions than would fuffice to keep us 
from ftarving, without giving us Share of any 
Flefh, tho' they often kill'd. · 

Tb b Our Tyrants frill holding their Refolution to 
4n~~~~e~: return to our former Habitation, thought they 
refolvero had not Horfes enough, and therefore deputed 
p.trr from four of their Number, one of which was the 
Jh~ Mur· French Man half turn'd lndilln, to return to th~ 
;~r~TS. Vil1age of the Cenis and endeavour to barter for; 

· fome 
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fome. At the fame Time we agreed together .Apr.1687 
to let thofe Gentlemen know, that we were too ~ 
much fatigued to return with them to the faid 
Habitation, and were refolved to remain in 
the Village of the Cenis. Monfieur Cavelier 
undertook to be our Speaker, and to defire Du-
haut, who was Mafter of all, to give us fome 
Axes, Knives and Strings of Beads, Powder and 
Shot, offering to give him a N:>te of his Hand 
for the fame. 

To conclude, Monfieur Cavelier made the D r. f 
Propofal to Duhaut, difguis'd it the beft he was th;l'flu:. 
able, and Duhaut took till the next Day to re- derers. · 
turn his Anfwer. He confulted with hi Com
panions, and acquainted us, that they would 
deal handfomely by us~ and give us half the Ef-
feas and all the Axes, intending to make the 
moft Speed they could, to geE to our former 
Dwelling, and to put in Execution what they 
had before defign'd, as to the Building of a Bark. 
But in Cafe they could not fucceed, for want 
pf Neceffaries, they would immediately return 
to us and bring F. Zenobius along with them, 
who would be ferviceable to us, becaufe, having 
been with lVlonfieur de la Sale upon his firft Dif-
covery, he u nderftood the Language of the Na-
tions about the Miffiftpi River. That whilft 
they were upon that Journey, we fhould take 
Care to gather a Stock of Provifions,and that if 
they fuccced d in building the Bark, they would 
fend us Word, that we might repair to them. 
Monfieur Cavelier approv'd of all they faid, tho' 
we had other Defigns. However it prov~d we 
were all Miitaken, for Providence had order'd 
Aftairs ott1erwife • .. 

We 
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,.Apr.r687 We ftay'd there fome Time, expetling thofe 
~ who were gone to the Cenis, they fraying longer 

than was requilite for that Journey. The over
flowing of the River was their Pretence, but 
the true Reafoo was the Women, who as I have 
faid, are not fo forward as to offer themfelves, 
but on the other Hand will not be over difficult 
in complying for fome little Prefent, and thofe 
who were fent did not grudge their Time. In 
the mean while the Pofture of our Affdirs chang
ed, as fol1ows. 

Murderers One of our half Savage French Men, whom I 
ehange had acquainted with our Defign to go find the 
rbeirMind. Mijfijipi, communicated it to Hautot, telling 

him alf the Particulars he had before acquainted 
me wirh ; whereupon D11haut chang'd his Mind, 
as to the Defign of going to the Habitation of 
St. Lewis, retolving to follow our intended 
Way and execute our Projett. He imparted his 
Thought to his Companions, who were of the 
fame Opioion,and all of them acquainted us,that 
tncy icre ready to put in Execution the Enter ... 
prize we had form'd. 

T1iis Change troubled us very much, there 
being nothing we coveted more than to 
part with thofe Mifcreants, from whom we 
t..ould at a long Run expeCt no better Ufage 

han they had afforded our Commander and his 
Friends. However, it was ftill n:quifite to dif-
emble, there being no other Remedy at that 
Time: B:Jt God's Juftice provided for and ref
c.:ued us. We:; continued in that Camp all the 
remaining Part of .April, ex pelting the Perfons 
that bad been fent to the Cenis, and Duhaut in
tending to begin to put in Execl}.tion his Defign 
of going to find out the l'dzjfiftpi, with us, made 

U$ 
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us advance towards the River hat was near, in May16S 7 .. 
order to pafs it as foon as fallen, and repair to t./".."J 
the Village of the Cenis. · 

We ftaid three Days longer in that Poft, at Murderers 
the End whereof, he we ea U'd L~Zrchevet}ut, one dilf~~ in 
of thofe that had been fent our, crofs'd the Opznzon. 
River. He was Duhaut's Creature, and an Ac
complice in the Mnrder of lYlonfieur de la Sale. 
He inform'd Duhaut, that one they call'd J-Jiens, 
who was alfo one of our IVIeffengers, and had 
fiay'd on the other Side of the River, had 
heard of Duhaut and the reft altering their Re-
folution, and thi!t he was not of their Mind. 
Hiens wa.s a Buccanier, and by Birth a German. 
Monfieur de la Sale had brought him from Petit 
G()uave, and he was alfo acceffary to the lat 
Murders. 

After we had been fome Days longer in the 
fame Place, Hiens arriv'd with the two half 
Savage French LVI en and a bout twenty Natives. 
He went immediately to Duhaut., a..nd after 
fome Difcourfe, told him, he was not for go
ing towards the Miffiftpi, becaufe it would be of 
dangerous Confequence for them, and therefore 
demanded his Share of the Effeets he had feiz'd 
upon. Dul~hf.ut refufing to comply, and affirm
ingJ that ~11 the Axes were his own; Hiens, 
who it is liktly hac laid the Defign before to 
kill him, immediately drew his Piftol, and fired H" n 
it upon Duhaut, who fiagger•d about four Paces ii/~; ~u
from the Place and fell down dead. At the haur, ar:d 
fame Time Ruter, who had been with Biens, Rurer 
fired his Piece upon Liotot, the Surgeon, and Ltotor. 
fuot him thro' With three Balls. · 

11hefe Murders committed ~efore u5, put me 
into a terrible ConfternatiQn ; for believing the 

fame 
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M.tJt6R7· fame was defign'd for me, I laid hold of my 
~ Fire-Lock to defend my felf ; but Hiens cry'd 

out to me, to fear nothing, to lay down my 
Arms, and afihr'd me he had no Defign againft 
me; but that be had reveng'd his Mafter's 
Death. He alfo fatisfy'd Monfieur Cav~lier and 
Father Anaffajius, who were as much frighted 
as my felf, declaring he meant them no Harm, 
and that tho' he had been in the Confpiracy, ye! 
had be bp en prefent at the Time when Monfieur 
de la Sllle was kill'd, he would not have con· 
fented, but rather have obfrrutl:ed it. 

Liotot liv'd fome Hours after, and had the 
good Fortune to make his Confefiion ; after 
which, the fame Ruter, put him out of his Pain, 
with a Piftol-Shot. We dug a Hole in the 
Earth, and bury'd him in it with Duh~tut, doing 
them more Honour than they had done to Mon
fieur de ls SAle and his Nephew Moran.get, whom 
they left to be . devour'd by wild Beafts. Thus 
thofe Murderers met with what they had de· 
ferv'd, dying the fame Death they had put others 
to. 

The Natives,Hi!nJ had brought with him, h~· 
ving been SpeCtatots of .that Murder, were in a 
Confternation, and that Affair was of dange .. 
rous Confequence to us, who ftood in Need of 

;,.~ore Mif- them. lt was therefore requifite to make the 
'buj pre- beft of it, giving them to underlt'and, that there 
t~emed. · hac been Reafon for fo punifhing thofe dead Per

fans, becaufe they had all the Powder and Bal1, 
and would not give any to the reft. They re
main'd fatisfy'd with that Excufe, and he who 
was call'd Lttrcheveque, and who was enti.rely de
voted to Duhaut, being Abroad a hunting fince 
t·he Morning, and not knowing what Misfor-

tune 



i7Jto NORTH A ME RI CA~ 125 

tune had hapned his ProteCtor, and Hiens being Mtyi68;.: 
refolv'd to make away with him, Father Ana· 
If•fiuJ and Monfieur Cavtlier took fo much Pains, 
that they di{fwaded him from it, and I went 
out and met Larcheveque, to give him Notice 
of that Difafter, and to inform him, how he 
was to behave himfelf. Thus I requited him 
for having come to give me Notice of Monfieur 
tle lA Sale's Death. I brought him to Biens, who 
declar'd he defign'd him no Harm, and Lar,he· 
veque gave him the fame Affurances on his 
Part. Thus all Things are again compos'd, 
and nothing remain'd., but for us to fet out, 
but firft to know what we were to do, and 
vvhich Way to direct our Courfe. 

Hereupon, Heins took upon him to fpeak ... 
and faid, he had promis'd the Natives to go 
to the War vvith them, and defign'd to be as 
good as his Word ; that if vve vvould expeCt 
his Return, we might by that Time confider 
which Way he would move, and that in the 
meall Time we might fray in the Village among 
the Ceni1. This was refolv'd on; we loaded 

, all our Effects on our Horfes, and repair'd to 
the fame Place and the fame Cottage, where 
vve had been before, the Chief of it affigning 
us the one Half to lodge and lay up our 
Baggage. 

When the Day for fetting ~ut for the ~ar .six FrGJr~ 
was come, Hiens departed wtth the Nauves, Men f!.O 

four of our Comrades and the two half Savage the War 

·French Men going along with him; fo that there Jl}!rb. r& 
were fix of them .. and each took a Horfe. Hi~ns ~afl~'!s .. 
left us all the Effetts, and defir'd we would ftay 
for him, which we promis'd, not knowing how 
to avoid it, confid~ring, that the Indians might 

have 

• 
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Ma} t687 have done us Harm, and even have obftrutted our 
~Departure. Thus we refign'd ourfelves to Pro .. 

vidence, and remain'd fix of us together, viz.. 
Father Anaft~efius~ Mon!ieur Cavalier, his Ne .. 
phew young Cavelier, young T~tlo1t, another 
Youth of Pari1, and I. There alfo remain'd 
fome old Men, who could not go to the War., 
and the Women. We were aHo join'd by two 
other French Men, who had been left on the other 
Side theRiver,being theProvencal and oueTeiffier. 

During our Stay, and our Warriors being 
B T abroad upon that Expedition, the old Men of
,;;"~~::0~ ten vifited us, and told us News from the 
T.Jof Men Army by Signs, which we uoderftood nothing 
ki/J'd. of. \A-7 e were from Time to Time alarm'd, 

feeing the Women weep, with0ut any vifible 
Caufe. The late Monfieur de la Sale had often 
told us, that the Women bewail'd thofe that 
were to be kill'd; bat we were inform'd, that 
they did fo, when they caU'd to Mind fome 
who had been !lain in the former Wars; which 
difpell'd our Apprehenfions. However we 
were uneafy, hecaufe thofe old Men and Wo
men examin'd us every l\1orning and Evening 
when we perform'd our Devotions. 

We laid hold of that Opportunity to give 
them to underftand, that we paid our Duty to 
one God, the only Supreme Sovereigl.l of all 
Things, pointing to Heaven, and endeavour
ing in the beft Manner we were able. to fig .. 
nify to them that he was Almighty, that he 
had made all Things, that he caus'd the Earth 
to produce it's Fruits · to profper, and the 
Growth of it, which maintain'd them to thrive; 
hut this being only by Signs, they did not un· 
derftand us, and we labour'd iu vain. 

.The 
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The 18th, we were furpriz'd to fee feveral MtJ 1687 

Women come into our Cottage, their Faces ~ 
·an befmear'd with Earth, and they fet up their j9i:~e;rc:
Throats, finging feveral Songs as loud as they Vitio'J. 
were able, whereof we underftood not one 
Word. That done, they fell a Dancing in a 
Ring, and we could not tell, what to think of 
that Rejoicing, which lafted fu11 three Hours ; 
after which we were inform'd, they had re-
ceiv'd Advice of the Vic.tory obtaio'd by their 
Warriors over their Enemies. The Dance 
concluded, thofe in the Cottage gave fome 
Bits of Tabacco to thofe without. 

The fame Day, about Noon, we faw bin 
that had br.ought the News, who affirm'd they 
had kill'd at leaft: Forty of their Enemies~ 
After the Rejoicing, all the Women apply'd 
themfelves to make ready their Provifions, fome 
to pound Indian Corn, others to boil Meal, 
which they call Grou/ler, and others to bake 
Bread, to carry to the Warriors. They all fet 
out the 19th to meet them, and we thought it 
in Policy convenient to fend Melt to our Men 
which was done by the French Man of Provenct, 
who went with the Women. 

That fame Oay, at Night, the Victorious Ar- .Acc(j ne 
my return'd, and vve vvere inform'd, that their of rhe s~c. 
Enemies, whom they call Cannohatinno, had rle .fouR_'/.f 
expett~d the.m boldly, but that having heard bJ_ rhe C::
the Noife, and felt the Effects of our l\tlens nu. 
Fire Arms, they all fled, fo that the Cenis had 
either kill'd. or taken Forty Eight Men and 
Women. They had fiain feveral of the lat-
ter, who fled to the Tops of Trees, for want 
of Time to make their Ef,apo otherwife; fo 

· \hac 

.. · 
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MitJ t687 that nuny more Women had perilh'd than 
V'~"" Men. 

B b 
• They brought Home two of thofe Women 

.tr arttj . 
cfrht Mm altve, one of whom had her Head flead for the 
row~rd$ a Sake of her Hair and Skin. They gave that 
Woman wretched Creature a Charge of Powder and a 
taken. Ball, and fent Her home, bidding her carry 

that Prefent to her Nation, and to affure them, 
they fbould be again treated after the fame 
Manner, that is, kill'd with Fire Arms. 

. , The other Woman was kept to fall a Sacri..: 
of the wo· · fice to the Rage and Vengeance of the Wo
me, . men and Maids; who havin~ arm'd themfelves 

with thic.k Stakes, fharp Pointed at the End, 
ConduB:ed that Wretch to a By-Place, where 
each of thofe Furies began . to torment her, 
fometimes with the Point of their Staff, and 
fometimes laying on her with all their Might. 
One tore off her Hair, another cut off her Fin· 
ger, and every one of thofe outrageous Women 
endeavour'd to put her to fome exquifite Tor~ 
ture, to revenge the Death of their Husbands 
and Kinfinen, who had been kill'd in the k>rmer 
Wars; fo that the unfortunate Creature ex· 
pefred her Death Stroke, as Mercy. 

At laft, one of them gave her a Stroke with 
a heavy Club on the Head, and another rlln her 

InhumJni· Stake feveral Times into her Body, with which 
~· fite fell down Dead on the Spot. Then they 

cut that miferable Vifrim into Morfels, and 
oblig'd fome Slaves of that Nation, they had 
been long polfefs'd of to eat them. 

Thus our Warriors return'd Triumphant 
from that Expedition. They fpar'd none of 

C~ueJ Tro .. the Prifoners they had taken, exctpt two little 
· pbzes. Boys, and brought Home all the Skins of their 

Heads 
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Hiens and others of his Gang, difapproving May 168.,. 

of our Defign, reprefented to us fuch Difficul-~ 
ties as they look'd npon to be unfurmountable, 
under which we muft inevitably perilh, or ac 
leaft be oblig'd to return to the fame Place • . 
Hitns told u , that for his own Part, he would 
nGt hazard his Life to return into Franc~, oHly 
to have his Head chopp'd off, and perceiving 
we anfwer'd Nothing to that, but that we pe_- · 
fifted in our Refolution. It is requiftte then, fa id 
he, to divide hat Ejfea s remain. 

Accordingly ~e Jaid a fide, for: F. Anaftafius, H ien ' 
Meffieurs Cavelzer, the Uncle and the Ne ph w, givestht a~ 
thirty Axes, four or five Dozens of Knives, a- tiers whd 
bout thirty Pounds of Powder and the like he pleafs , 
Quantity of Ball. He gave each of the ahvd fo,~~es 

• r e reJ' of others two Axes, two Kntves, two or three the ~jfr:flr. 
Pounels of Powder, with as much Ball, and 
kept · the reft. As for the Horfes, he kept 
the oeft and left us the three leaft. Monfieur 
Ctweli1r ask'd him for fome Strings of Beads, 
which he granted, and feiz'd upon an the late 

on fr. de la Sale's Gloaths, Baggage and ot er 
Effet.l:s, befides above a thoufand Livres in Mo
ney, which belong'd to the late Monfr. le Gros, 
who dy'd at our Dwelling of St. Lewis. Before · 
nur Departure, it was a fenfible A fRiction to u , 
to fee that Villain walk about, in a fcarlet Go~t, ~ 
witli gold Galons~ which had belong'd to tli 
late Monfr. de la Sale, and which, as I have faid, 
he had feiz'd. 

:After that, Hitns and his Companions ith- M . 
d ew to their own Cottage, and we rtfolv'a v;;ie(:;4 
not to put off our Departure afiy longer. Ac- hiJCompar.l 
cordin~ly, w made ready our Horfes, whicn par•from 
much alarm'd the Natives, and efpecially the rhc o•bus• 

. K 2 Chief 
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l\1 .tJ r687 Chief of them, who faid and did all he could to 
~ obftrua our Journey, promifing us Wives, 

Plenty of Provifions, reprefenting to us the 
immenfe Dangers, as well from Enemies, who 
fu rrounded them, as from the bad and impaf
fable Ways and the many Woods and Rivers 
we were to pafs. However, we were not to 
be moved, and only ask'd one Kindnefs of him, 
in obtaining of which, there were many Diffi· 
culties, and it was, that he would give us 
Guides to con duet· us to Cappa ; but at length, 
after much Torou ble and many Promifes of a 
good Reward, one was granted, and two others 
:went along with him. r 

All 7fhings bt.ing thus order'd for our Depar.: 
tnre, • e I took uave of our Hofts, pafs'd oy 
Hiens's Cottage and embrac'd him and his COm
panions.- We ask'd him for another Horfe, 
which he granted. He defired an Atteftation 
in Latin of Monjieur Cavelier, that he had not 
been concern'd in the Murder 'of Monfieur de 
ltt Sale, which was given him, becaufe there was 

French ·no refufing of it; and we fei forward without 
Men ftJJ Lar.cheveque.and Mewtier, who did not keep their 
wirh the Wo d with us, but remain'd an1ong thofe 13ar
lndians. bar.ians, being infatuated .with that Courfe of 

Libertinifm they had run themfelves into. Thus 
tJnlj foven there were only feven of us that ftuck together 
fer our for to return to Canadsr, viz.. Father :AnaftaJiul, 
Canact.1. Meffieurs Cavelier the Uncle .. and the Nephew, 

. the Sieur de Marle, one Teiffier, a young Man 
born at Paris, w.hofe Name was 11ttrtholomew and 
I, with fix Horfes and the three Indians, who 
were. to be our· Guides; a very fmall Number 
for fo great an Enterprize, but we put ourfelves 

. entirely in~o he Hands of Div·ne Providence, 
con~ 
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confiding in God's Mercy, which did not for- M.tj 1687 

fake us. 
After the firft Day's Journey we incarnp'd 

on the Bank of the River, we had left not' long 
Before, lay there that Night, and the next Day, 
cut down Trees to make a Sort of Bridge or 
Planks to pafs over it; handing over our Goods 
from one to another, and fwimming over our 
Horfes ; which Work: we were frequently o-
blig'd to repeat, and as often as we had after-
wards Occafion to pafs Rivers on our Way, 
which we held on till the 29th, every Day 
meeting with fomeCottage, and at laft, a Ham-
let or Village, into which we went, and the 
lndi~n Inhabit!mts told us, they were call'd 
Nahordikhe, and that they were Allies to the 
Ceni1. 

We barter'd with them for fome Provifions~ 
and their Chief offer'd to go with us as far as 
the Ajfony1, who were not farther off than about Nahor
three Leagues, which .he accordingly did ; but dikhesan4 
it happening to rain when we came thither, Affvoy 

and the A/Jonys having had no Notice before 
hand, we found but indifferent Reception. 

Hqwever, we were conduCted to the Chief's 
Cottage; the Elders had Notice given them, 
they reforted thither, and when our Horfes 
were unloaded, and our Goods plac'd in a Cor
ner of the Cottage, which the Chief had al
lotted us, we gave them to underftand, that 
our Intention was to go farther, to fetch Com-

·lnodities to trade with them, at which they 
were pleas'd. They gave us to eat, and the 
Elders ftay'd fome Part of the Evening with us, 
which made us fomewhat Uneafy, and oblig'd us 
.. K 3 . . o 
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~unc!t687 to be upon our Guard; however the Night 
c./'"'AJ pafs'd whhont any Difturbance. 

The next Morning the Elders came to us a
gain. They had provided Mats without the 
Cottage, and made Signs to us to go thither 
and fit down upon them, as we did, leaving two 
o~ our Company to guard the Baggage. \Ve 
repeated to them what we had faid the Night 
before, and made them fome Prefents of Axes,~ 
Knives, Strings ot Beads and Rings. They fig .. 
nify'd they were forry we would go away, and 
endeavour'd the beft they could, to make us 
ienfible of the fame Obftacles the others had 
fignify'd to us; but it was a 11 in Vain ; howe
ver, vve ftay'd tin the firft of 'June, aU the vvhile 
bartering and gathering the beft ~tock of Pro· 
v ifions vve could. 

The Second, vve remov'd from tbat Cottage, 
vvhere vve had fome Jealoufy, and vvent to ar. 

GoaJ Ei1- nother, a Qoarter of a League from it, vvhere 
ertain· the Chief of it gave us a very good Reception,. 
m~~t An old Woman, vvho vvas either his Mother, 

or Governefs of the Cottage, took particular 
Care of us: We vvere firft ferv'd a't eating, and 
to keep her in that good Mind, vve now and 
then made her fome little Prefents, vvhilft fhe, 
by her Care :tnd Kindnefs, fplr'd our Provifi
ons, vvhich vvere neceffary for our Jour· 
ney. 

A continual Rain oblig'd us to fiay there 
till the r 3!h. During our Stay, the .Natives 
made feveral Feafts, to VYhich vve vvere al· 
ways invited ; and at length the Rain ceaiing, 
vve refolv'd to fet out, notwithftanding all 
Monfieur Cavelier and the Prieft's Appreben
fions .. which we furmounted, and direeted our 

Courfe 
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·courfe towards the N. E. with two IndianJ, 'funet 687 

who were to condutt us only a fmall Way, and~ 
who accordingly foon left us, whatfoever Pro .. 
mifes we could make them. They departed to 
return Home, promifing they would come to us 
again. We encarnp'd that Night on the Bank 
of a Rivulet. . . 

The 14th and 15th, we held on our Way, B.zd lP.11s~ 
frequently meeting with Sloughs, which very 
much fatigued us, becaufe we were oblig'd to 
unload our Horfes for them to pafs, and pre-
vent their fticking in the Mire and fat So1l, 
wbence we could not have drawn them..out,and 
confequently we were fain to carry all our Lug-· 
gage on our ovvn Backs. 

Whilft we halted about Noon, that our 
Horfes might graze, as was ufually done by us, 
we difcoYer'd our two .Ajfony Indians returning 
towards us, at which we were much rejoiced, 
becaufe they had a better Notion than our
felves of the Way we were to go. We ma~e 
them eat and fmoke, and then fet out a-: 
gain. · · 

The 16th, we came to a great River, which 
we pafs'd a~ we had done the firft, and af~et; 
that, met w1th very bad Ways. 

The 17th, one of our Company being in
difpos'd, we could not fet out till Noon, and 
held on till the l.tft,croffing feveral Sloughs an<l 
Rivers, and then one of our Indians being out of 
Order, it oblig'd us to ftay on the Bank of a 
River we had pafs'd. The other Indian feeing 
his Comrade fick, went a Hunting, and brough 
a wild Goat; for there are many in that Coun-. 
try. The 1ndians have the Art of dreffing the 
Heads of thofe Creatures, which they put opon 

K 4 their 
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1unet687 their own, and imitate them fo exactly, that 
\./'V"J they can come very near to them, and then 
.Art to kill feldom fail ot killing • The f~me Method they 
Goats and ufe for Turkeys and other Wild Fowl, and fo 
WildFowl. draw them dofc to themfelves. 

The 22d, our Indian being fomewhat recover'd 
,- we decamp'd and proceeded along a better 

Way and pleafanter Country, than that we had 
left behind, and as we enquir'd the heft we could 
of thofe our Indians, concerning the Neighbour .. 
ing Nations and thofe we were going towards, 
among others they nam'd to us, that they call'd 
Cappa. M. Cavelier told us., he remember'd he had 
heard his late Brother Monfieur de llfl Sale name 
that Nation, and fay he had feen it as he vvent 
from Canad~t towards the Miffifipi. This put 
us in Hopes, that vve fhould filcceed in our Dif .. 
covery. 

Fine Mea- The 23d, being near a Village, we had been 
dows. in Search of, one of our Indians went before, to 

give Notice of our Arrival. In the mean Time 
vve crofs'd moft lovely Plains and Meadows, 
bordef'd with fine Groves of beautiful Trees, 
vvhere the Grafs vvas fo high, that it hinder'd 
our Horfes going, and vve vvere oblig'cl to 
clear the Paffage for them. 

When we were within Half a League of the 
Village, we faw an Indian, mounted on a latge 
grey Mare, coming along vvith our Native, 
to meet us, and were told, that Horfeman 
vvas the Chief ot the Village, attended by fome 
others of tiie fame Place. As foon as that Chief 
came up to us, he exprefs'd very much Kindnefs 
a·nd Affettion; vve gave him to underftand, that 
vve did no Body any Harm, unl~fs we were fidt 
attack' d. Then we made him fmoke, and when 

. 1hai 
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that vvas done, he made Signs to us to follow ~unet687 
him, vvhich vve did, till we came to the Bank ~ 
of a River, where he again defir'd us to ftay, 
whilft he vvent to give Notice to the El-
ders. · 

Soon after, a Number of them came, and ha- M: CaT~ 
ving join'd us, fignify'd, that they vvere come lier and ' 
to carry us to their Village. Our Indians made the 'eff 
Signs, that it was the Cuftom of the Country, charrJB'd korz 

• t e ac s 
and we muft fubnut, and let them do as they of Indians; 
thought fir. Tho' we were much out of Counte- · 
nance at that Ceremony, feven of the prime 
Men among them would have us mount on their 
Backs or Shoulders. Monfieur Cavelier being 
our Chief, mounted firfr, and then the reft did 
the fame. 

As for my own Part., being of a pretty larg 
Size and loaded vvith Cloaths, a Firelock, a 
Cafe of Piftols, Powder and Ball, a Kettle and 
other Implements, there is no Doubt but I made 
a fufficient Burden for him that carry'd me, and 
becaYfe 1 was taller than he and my Feet would 
have hung upon the Ground, two other Indians 
held them up for me ; fo that I had three to 
carry me. Other Indians took hold of our 
Horfes to lead them, and in that ridicu ous E
quipage we arriv'd at the Village. Our €arriers, 
who had gone a long Q!larter of a League, had 
need enough to reft, and we to be fet down, 
that we might laugh in private, for it behov'd 
us to take Care not to do it before them. 

As foon as we were come to the Chief's Cot· Ceremo~ 
tage, where we fouud above two hundred Per- nies at 
fons, who were come to fee us, and that our the~ 1?$~ 
Horfes w·ere unloaded, the Elders gave us to upuQn. 

nderftand, that it was their Cuftom to wafh 
· • Straoger 
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~on687 Strangers at their firft Coming; but that we be~ 
~ ing clad, they would only wafh our Faces ; 

which one of thofe Elders did, with fair Water 
they had in a Sort of Earthen Veffel, and he 

· only wa!h'd our Forehead. 
rpeeches After this fecond Ceremo.ny, the Chief made 

111ade JO Signs to us, to fit down on a Sort of little Scaf
rn.. fold, rais'd about 4 Foot above the Ground, and 

made of Wood and Canes, where when we were 
plac'd, the Chiefs of the Villages being four in 
.Number, came and n1ade Speeches to us, one 
after another. We liitned to them with Pa· 
tience, tho' we underftood not one Word of 
what they faid to us; being tir'd with the 
Length of their Harangues, and much more 

ith the violent Heat of the Sun, which was 
jufr over our Heads. 

When the Speeches were ended, the Purport 
whereof, as near as we could guefs, was only to 
a!fure us, that we were very welcome ; we gave 
them to underftand, that vve vvere going into 
our own Country, defigning to return fpeedily, 
to bring them feveral Sorts of Commodities and 
uch Things as they fhould ftand in need 

of. 
Next, we made them the nfual Prefents of 
xes, Knives, Strings of Beads, Needles and 
ins, for their Wive~, telling them, that 
hen we return'd we would give them 
ore. 
We farther fignify'd to them, that if they 

ould afford us fome Corn or Meal, we would 
e, • gi'fe them other Things in Exchange, which 

they agreed to. After this they made us eal 
Sag11mite, or Hafty-padding, Bread, Beans, Pom· 
pions an(l other Things, which we had ftlfficienl 

Need 
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Need of. Moft of us havi1Jg fcarce eaten any ~unet687. 
Thing all that Day, fome for Want, and others V'\ . 
out of Devotion, as Monfr. C.t~velier, who would 
obferve the Faft of St. 'John Bapti/f's Eve, 
whofe Name he bore. It is to be obferv'd, 
that the Pompions are incomparably better 
there, than with us. 

The 24th, the Elders met again in our Cot
tage. We gave them to underftand, they 
would oblige us, in furnifhing Guides to con~ 
dutt us to the Village of Cappa, which was in 
our Way; but inftead of granting it, they ear--

. neftly intreated us, to fray with them ~nd go 
to the Wars againft their Enemies, having beelt 
told Wonders of our Firelocks, which we pro• 
mis,d to do when we return'd~ and that it fhould 
be fhortly, and they feem'd to reft fatisfy'd. 

Thus our Hopes increas'd, but the Joy it oc
cafion'd was a11ay'd by a difmal Accident that 
befell us. Monfieur de Marle, one of the prime Mr. de 
Men of our Company, having Breakfafted, 1tarle 
would ·needs go Bath himfelf in the River we droPJ.n

7l. 
had pafi 'd the Day beforet and not knowing 
how to fwim, he went too far and ftep'd into 
a Hole, whence he could not recover himfdf, 
but was unfortunate y drowned. Young Mon-
fieur C11velier, having been told that Monfieur 
de Mart was going to Bath himfelf, ran afte 
him, and coming to the River, faw he was 
drowning, he ran back to acquaint us: We 
hafted thither with a Number of Indians, who 
were there before us; ~t all too late, fome of 
hem div'd, and brought him up dead from 
h Bot om o he Water. 

e 
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gunet68? We carry'd him to the Cottage, fbeddin~ 
~ many Tears, the lndianJ bore Part in our Sor

B~s l'rme· row, and we paid him the laft Duties, offering 
ra • up the ufual Prayers ; after w hi eh he was bury

ed in a fmall Field, behind the Cottage; and 
whereas, during that doleful Ceremony, we 
pray'd, reading in our Books, particularly Mon
fieur Cavelier, the Prieft and Father Anaftafius, 
the Indians gaz'd on us with Amazement, be
caufe we talk'd, looking upon the Leaves, and 
we endeavour' cl to give them to underftand, that 
we pray'd to God for the dead Man, pointing 
up to Heaven. 

'.BumanitJ We muft do this Right to thofe good Pea
e.( rhe ln- pie, as to declare, that they exprefs'd fingular 
tlrm.s. Humanity upon that doleful Accident, as ap-

pear'd by the fenfible Teftimony of their Aa:i
ons, and all the Methods they us'd to let us 
underftand how great a Share they bore in our · 
Sorrow; which . we 1bould not have found in fe
veral Parts of Eurt~pe. 

During our lbort Stay in that Place, we ob
ferv'd a Ceremony that was perform'd by the 

. Chief's Wife, viz.. that every Morning file 
InlttZn Ce· went to Monfieur de M~trle's Grave and' car-
,emony to . f 'f 
tbe Dead ry'd a ltttle Basket o parch'd Ears o Corn to 

• lay on it, the meaning whereof we could not 
underftand. Before our Departure, we were 
iniorm'd, that the Villages belonging to our 
HQfts, being four in Number, all ally'd toge· 

Indian ther were call'd, .A!fony, Nathofos, Nachitt~s and 
NArions. Cadodaquio. 

On the 27th, having been inform'd by the 
Natives, that we fbould find Canoes, to pafs a 
River that was on our Way. Father Anaftaftus 
and I went to fee whether, what they told us 

was 
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as true. We found that ftiver was a Branch '1uner :.>B .. 

of the fame we had alre~dy pafs'd, the Ghanne 
of it being pleafant and navigable, and faw 
fome Canoes, in one of which the India12s car-
ry'd us over to the other Side, whether we wen 
to fee what convenient Place there was for our 
Horfes to come afhore. We found a J~ery 
proper Place, and returning, made our: Report 
to lVIonfieur Cavelier, who beipg then much out 
of Order with Pains in his Feet, we were ob-
lig'd to ftay there, till the 30th. . 

During that Time, vve vvere frequently vi .. J.an iqn 
iited by the Indians, both <Did and Young, and NtJi fHl. 

of both Sexes, and even the Cniefs of the Na-
tion, ca\l'd 1anitJuf1, came to fee us, and with 
them we ften convers7d in dumb Show, and e-
very Evening the Women, attend ea by t e ar-
rio.rs, with their Bows and r.r-ows, reforted to Dolefid 
our Cottage, to ftng a dolefnl Sort of Song, Emenain~ 
fhedding mears at the fame Time. This would menr, 
have given s fame Uneafinefs, had we not 
before feen he fame Cer.cmony, and been in-
form'd, that liofe Women epair in th t fan .. 
ner to the Chief 's Cottage, to in treat him; fing-
ing and weeping, to t~ke Revenge on thofe, 
who hav:e kill'd their Husbands, or Relations, 
in former War , as I have ob erv'd before. In 
all other RefpeB:s, the Manners and Cuftoms o 
this Nation, being much tbe fame as thofe of 
the Cenis, I fball add no 1nore concerning 
them 

The 29th, at Night, we gave Notice to the· 
Chief, that we would fet out the next Day, vve 

. made him fome Ercfents in particular, and the 
ike to his Wife, becaufe the had taken fpecial 

Care of us, and departed on the 3E>th. The 
.. Chief, 
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'gunet6f17 Chief, attended by: many other Indi~tnJ, whom 
\./"r') we found in the Cottages on our Way, vvent 

to Condua us as far as the RiTer, which we 
crofs'd in Canoes, and fwam over our Horfes. 
There we took Leave of our Condu8ors, to 

, whom we gave fome Strings of Eeads for their 
Wives, and their Chief would needs Conduct 
us to the next Village. 

By the Way we came to a Cot,tage, where 
<>ur Guide made us lialt, and there they gaYe 

Cadoda- us to eat. Then we held on our journey to a 
quio Yil - Village call'd C.tdlidaquio, and were conduCted 
lttg~. to the ehief's Cottage; who receiv'd ns courte· 

oufly, being a Friend to him that went with us. 
It was n:qaifite to unload our Horfes to lie 
there, and we fignified to the Chief, that we 
ftood in Neea of Provifions. He fpoke to the 
Women, who brought us fame Meal, "hich we 
pure ha fed with Strings of Bea(is, and the Chief, 
who conduB:ed us thither, took his l!eave. 

Having no Delign to ftay there any Time, 
we had deured the Chief to appoint fome Per· 
fon to guide us to the Village call'd Gt~hainihoua, 
which :was in our Way. It bappen'd by good 
Fortune, that there were then in that Place 
fome Men and Women of the fai<L Village, who 
who were come to fetch fame Wood, fit to 
make Bows, there being Plenty of that So" of 
llrees they make them of, about the Village we 
were in. We fignify'd our Defign to them and 
they gave us to underitand they would be glad 
to bear us Company. In the Gonverfation we 
had with them, they made us comprehend,that 
they nad feen People like us, who had Firelocks 
znd a Houfe, and that they were acquaintttd 
with t-he Cappa'J, which w~s very pleating to us. · 

Becaufe 
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fmall Bells;which making us look about, e f~y'd '5-uiJ 1687 
an Indian with a nakedSword-Blade in his Ha nd, 
adorned with Feathers of feveral Colours, and 
two large Hawks Be Us, that occafion'd the oife 
we Had heard. · 

He made Signs for us to come to him, and 
ga.ve us to un<Ierftand, that he was fent by the 
Elders o(tne Villag~, whither we were going~ 
to meet us, careffing us after an extraordinar 
Manner. I obferv~d that it was a Spanifb 
Blade ne had, and that he took Pleafur.e in ring 
ing tlhe Hawks Bells. ... 

Ha 'ing travell'd about half al.!eague with him, 
we difcover'd a Dozen of othet lndianJ comin l(.f"d ~
towards us, ho made very much of and eo.{}- ception. 
dotted us to the Yillage, to tne Ghief's Cottage 
where we found dry'd Bear- · n~ laid on th 
Ground, and they made us fit on them, where 
we were treated with Eatables, ~s ~ere t _e 
Elders after us, and a Throng of Women ~ame 
to fee us. . 

The 7th, the Elders came to give us a Vi fit 
bringing us two BullocksHides,four Otters Skins Prefonrs. 
one w bite Wild-Goat's Skin, all of them vvell 
dry'd, and 4 Bows,in Return for the Prefent w 
had before maoe them. The Chief and a not he 
came again fome Time after, bringing two 
Loaves, ·the fin eft and the beft we had yet fcen . 
They look'd as if they had been bak'd in an 
Oven, and yet we had not obferv'd, that there 
were Ovens among any of them.. That Chief 
ftay'd with us fome Hours, he feeu1'd to be very 
ingenious and difcreet, and eafily underftood 
our Signs, which vvere mo~ of the Langu~ge 
vve had. Having order'd a bttle Boy to bnng 
us all vve had Occafion for, be vvithdrevv. 

~ Tovvard 
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S S~cond "f7oyage 

· ulJ 1687 Towards the Evening, we were entertain'd 
':;{'['-' with a Ceremony we had not feen before. ACom
m:nJ of.e- pany .of Elders, attended by fame young Men 
fbe Pipe. and Women came to our Cottage in a Body, 

finging as loud as they could roar. The fore~ 
sn.oft of them had. a Calumet, fo they eaU a very 
long Sort of Tabacco Pipe, adorn'd with feveral 
So11ts .of Feathers. When they had fimg a 

vhile, before our Cottage, they enter'd it; ftill 
.tinging on, for about a Quarter of an Hour. 
J\fiter thatf they took Moofieur Cavelier the 
Prieft, as being our Chief, led him in folemn 
Manner out of the Cottage, ffupporting him 

"'- ~ under the Arms. ·When they were come to a 
-: 

4
... f!tiice thev had prepared, one of them laid a 

great Handful Of Gtafs on his Feet, two others 
oug t fair Water in an Earthen DHh, witll 

wh_ich tn€y waOt'd. his Face, and then made him 
fi ·~ down on a 'Skin, provided for that Pur· 

ore . . 
When Monfieut· Ctwelier was feated, the El~ 

ders took their Places, fitting round about 
~ -: Jlim~ and the 1\'Iaftet of the Ceremonies fix'd 

i'n be Ground . two litde wooden Forks, and 
trviag laid a Stick acrofs tliem, all being paint· 

ed ·red, he placed on them a Bullock's Hide, 
-c·ryed, a Goat's Skin over that, and then laid 
the Pipe thereon. 

The Song was· begun again, the Women 
mixing in the Chorus, and the Concert was 
heightned by great ho11o."' Calabafhes or Gourds, 
in which there were large Gravel Stones, to 
make a Noife, the Inditens ftriking on them by 
Meafure, to anfwer the Tone of the Choir; and 
tlie pleafanteft of all was, that one of the IndiAns 
plac'd himfelf behind Monfieur Cavtlier to hold · ~~ him 
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him up~ whiHf at the fame Time he fbook and ~uly 1687 
dandled him from Side to Side, the Motion 
anfwering to the l\-1ufick. 

T.hat Concert .. was fcarce ended, when the 
Mafter of the Ceremonies brought two Maids, 
the one having in her Hand a Sort of Collar, and 
the other an Otter's Skin, which they plac'd on 
the wooden Forks abovemention'd, a the Ends 
of tbe Pipe. Then he made them fit down, 
on each Side of Monfieur Cavelier, in fi1ch a Pof
ture, that th y look'd one upon the other, their 
Legs extended and intermix'd, on which the 
fame Mafter of the Ceremonies laid Monfieu · 
C~Cvelier's Legs, in fuch Mann.er, that they lay: 
Upperrnoft and acrofs thofe of the t 'O Maid . . 

Whil£1: this Atl:ion was performing, one of 
the Elders made faft a dy'd Feather t.o the back 
Part of Monfie&u C~evelier's Head, tying it t.o 
his Hair. The Singing frill continu1d aU tba · 
Time, fo that Monfieur Cavelier grown wear.'"f 
of its Tedioufaefs, and alham'd o fee himfelf 
in that Pofture between two Maids, with £ • 
knowing to what Purpofe, made Signs to us to 
fignify the fame to the Chief_, and having given 
him to underftand, that he was not well, two 
of the Indians immediately took hold of him 
under the Arms, conduaed him ba,k to the 
Cottage and made Signs to him to take his Rdt. 
This was about Nine in the Evening, and the 
Indians fpent a)] the Night in Singing,infomu'h 
that fome of them could hold out no longer. 

In the Morning they return'd to Monfieu~ 
CAvtlier, condutl:ed him again out of the Cot
tage, with the fame Ceremony and made him 
fit down, ftill finging on. Then the M after oti 
the Ceremonies took the Pipe, w hi eh he filrd 

· L 2t ynth 
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'5ul, 1687 with Tabacco, lighted and offered it to Mon.: 
VY'v fieur Cavelier, but drawing back and advancing 

fix Times before he gave it him. Having at 
laft put it into his Hands, Monfieur Cavelier 
made as if he had fmok'd and return'd it to 
them. Then they made us all fmoke round, 
and every one of them whiff'd in his Turn, the 
Mufick ftin continuing. 
~ i\bout Nme in the Morning, the Sun grow
ing very hot, and Monfieur c~velier being bare 
Headed, made Signs that it did him Harm. 
Th·en at laft they gave over finging, and con
dufred him back into the Cottage,took the Pipe, 
put it into a Cafe, made of a Wild-Goat's Skin, 
with the two wooden Forks and the red Stick 
that lay acrofs them, all which one of the El
ders offer'd to Monfieur Cavelier, afiuring him 
that he might pafs thro' all the Nations that 
were ally'd to them by Virtue of that Token of 
Peace, and fitould be every where well receiv'd. 
lihis was the firft Place where we faw the Calu-

Cabaynr: met, or Pipe of Peace, having no Knowledge of 
houa N.z· it bef~re, as fome have writ. This Nation is 
tion. aall'd Cahaynohoua. 

Trhis Sort of Ceremonies being never per
Indians form'd among the Indians without the ExpeB:a
expeilPre· tion of receiving fome Prefent, and we having 
{ems. befides obferv'd, that fome of them had with-

drawn tbemfelves, with Token~ of Diffatis
£ietion, perhaps becaufe we had interrupted 
their Ceremony, we thought it convenient to 
give them fomething more, and 1 was appoint
ed to carry them an Ax, four Knives and fome 
Strings of Beads, with which they were fatif· 
fied. 

w~ 
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We afterwards lhew'd them an Experiment :fuf.J,687 

of our Arms, the Noife and Fire whereof . 
frighted them. They earneftly prefs'd us to 
ftay with them, offering us Wives and whatfo-
ever elfe we fhould want. To be the better 
quit of them, we prornis'd to return, faying we 
were going to fetch C0mmodities, Arms and 
Tools, which we ftood in Need of, that we 
might afterwards ftay with them. 

The 9th and toth were fpent in Vifits, and 
we were inform'd by one of the Indians that \'fe 
were not far from a great River, which he de
fcrib'd with a Stick on the Sand, and fuew;d it 
had two Branches, at the fame Time pronoun
cing the Word Cappa, which, as .I have faid, is 
a Nation near the Miffifipi. VIe then made no 
longer Qyeftion, that we were near what we 
had been fo long looking after. We entreated 
the Elders to appoint fome Men to conduct us, 
promifing to reward them well, which they 
granted, and we fet out the I Ith, to the great 
!:>orraw of thofe good People, who had enter
tain'd us fo courteoufly. 

We travell'd feveral different Ways, which 
we could never have found, had we wanted The :four~ 
Guides,and fo proceeded till on tlie Ilth,one of nry rof~ . 
our Guides pretended to be fick, and made &utc • 
Signs that he would go back ; but obferving, 
that we feem'd to be no Way concern'd, which 
we did on Purpofe, be confulted with his Corn· 
panioo, and then came to tell us, he was re-
cover'd. We made him eat ana fmok~, an.d 
continued our Journey the 13 tb, findin.g th~ 

ay very bad and difficult. 

L 3_ The 
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1 ulj1687 The 14th, our IndiAns, having feen the TracK 
~ of Bullocks~ fignify'd they would go kill fome, 

to eat the Flefb, which 1nade us halt for two 
or three Hours. \Vhilft we ftay'd for our 
Hunters, we prepar'd fome SAgamite, or their 
Sort of Hafty-Pudding. They return'd loaded 
~vith Flefb, Part whereof we drefs'd, and eat it 
with very good Stomachs. Then we proceeded 
on our Journey till the 18th, and by the \V ay 
kill'd threeBulloc;ks and twoCows,which oblig'd 
us tot halt, that we might make ufe of our Flelh, 
drying it. 

The N ight between the 19th and the 20th~ 
one• of our Horfes breaking loofe, was either 
taken away by the Natives, or loft in the 
Woods. That did not obftrua: our Departure, 
tho' the Lofs was grievous to us, and we held 
on our Way till the 24-th, when we met a Com
pany of Indian!, with Axes, going to fetch Barks Indians f 

rrrith o Trees, to cover their Cottages. They were 
,Axes. furpriz'd to fee us, but having made Signs to 

them to draw near, they came, carefs'd and 
j)refented us with fome Water Melons they 
had. They put off tl1eir Defign of going to 
fetch Bark till another Time, and went along 
with us, and one off our Guides having gone 
before in the Morning to give Notice of our 
coming at the next Village, met with other 
l>arcels of Indians, ~ho were coming to meet 
us, and exprefs'd extraordinary Kindnefs. 

We halted in one of their Gottages, which 
they cal1 Defert, becaufe they are in the Midfi: 
of their Fields and Gardens. There we found 
feveralWomen whq had brought Bread, Gourds, 
Beans and Water Melons, a Sort of Fruil pro-

per 
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per to quench Thirft, the Pulp of it being no fulji687 
better than Water. , 

We fet out again to come to the Villag~, and 
by the Way, met with very pleafant \Voods, 
in which, there were Abundance of ftately Ce-
dars. Being come _to a River:, th_at was be .. A Crofs hJ 
tween us and the Vtllage, and looKing over to a River 
the further Side, we difcover'd a great Crofs, and a 

and at a fmall Diftance from it, a Houfe, built J';n~ ,r. 
after the French Fafhion. · uz t 

014.J~ 
· h is eafy to imagine what inward Joy we 

conceiv'd at the Sight of that Emblem of our 
Salvation. We knelt down, lifting up our 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven, to return Thanks 
to the Divine Goodnefs, for having co.ndueled 
us fo happily; for we made no Queftion of 
finding French on the other Side of the River, 
and of their beiag Catholicks, fince they had 
Croffes. 

In fhort, having halted fome Time on the 
Bank of that River, we fpy'd fever at Canoe 
making towards us, and t:wo Men cloath'd, 
coming out of the Houfe we had difcover'd, 
who, the Moment they faw us, fir'd each of 
them a Shot to falute us. An Indian being Chief 
of the Village, who was with them, had done fo 
efore, and we were not backward in re

turning their Salute, by difcharging all our 
ieces. 
When yve had pafs'd the River, and vvere 

all come together, vve foon knew each other 
o lbe Fr1nr.h Me~ Tbofc we found vvere the f~eUinj 

Sieurs Cout.u,.e Ch~r.pantier and de Launay, both 
0 

rcnc ~ 
of. them of Ro~tn., vhom Monfieur de Tomy, GC·--: 
vernor of Fort St. 'Lewis among the Ijlinois, h d 
l~fs at that Poft, when he vveut down the JJ..1if-

. ~ 4: ftfipi. 
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3ulJ•~&7. fiflpi to look after Monfr. de la 'Sale; and the 
VV'J Nation vYe vvere then vvit , :vvas call'd Ac .. 

cancea. 
It is hard to exprefs the Joy conceh,'d on 

both Sides ; ours was nnfpeakable, for havin·g 
at laft found, vvhat vve bad fo earneftly 

1heTravel· defired, and that the Hopes of returning to our 
lcrs/ome dear Country, was in fome Meafure aifured 
10 t"e . .L 
f'renchHJ· oy that happy D1fcovery. The others vvere 
hilarign. pleafed to fee fuch Perfons as might bring them 

News of that Commander, from vvhom they 
expetled the Performance of vvhat he had pro
mis'd them; but the Account vve gave them of 
JYionfr. de /If. Sale's unfortunate Death, vvas fo 
afflicting, that it drew Tears from them, and 
the difmal Hiilory of his Troubles and Difa
Jl:ers render'd them almoft inconfola ble. 

\Ve vvere condutted to the Houfe, vvhither 
an our Baggage vvas honeftly carry'd by the 
JnJiaus. There vvas a very great Throng of 
thofe People, both 1\Ien and Women, vvhich 
being over, V'V'e came to the Relation of the 
particular Circumll:ances of our Stories. Ours 
vvas deliver'd by Monueur CAvelier·, vvhom 
vve honour'd as our Chief, for being Brother 
to him, who had been fo. 

We vvere inform'd by them, that they had 
been Six, fent by M on fr. 7 omy, vvhen he re

JPho •h~ turn'd from the Voyage he had made down 
Frenchmen h lb :a.~Jft.;r, . R. fi h wu~. t e Co ert or LY.LJ zJtP" tver, pur uant to t e 

Orders fent him by the late Monfr. d, la SAle, 
at his Departure from FrAnce, and that the faid 
Sieur Tqnty bad commanded them to build the 
aforefaid Houfe. That having n~ver fince re
ceiv'd any News from the Jaid Monfr. de 14 , 

· S•lc 
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Sale, Four of them vvere gone back to Monfr. ~uZJ 1687 
Tonty, at the Fort of the Iflinois. . 

In Conclufion, it vvas agreed among us, to go 
away as foon as poillble, towards the ljlinois, 
and conceal from the Indians, the Death of 
Monfieur de la Sale, to keep them frill rn Awe 
and under Submiffion, v~hilft vve vvent away 
vvith the firft Ships that fhould happen to fail 
from C11nada for France, to give an Account ac 
Court of vvhat had happen'd, and to procure 
Succours. In the mean Time, the Chief of the 
Indians came to in'Vite us to eat. We found 
Mats laid on the Ground for us to fit on, and 
all the Village met to fee us . 

. We gave them to underftand, that we came 
from Monfieur de la Sale, ~ ho had made a Set
tlement on the Bay of Mexico; that we had 
pafs'd thro' many Nations, w hi eh we nam'd, 
and that we were going to Can~tda for Corn- . 
modities, and would return down the River ; lfJnd 111 .. 
that we vvould bring Men to defend them a- dians. ~ 
gainft their Enemies and then fettle among 
them; that the Nations vve had pafs'd throug 
had appointed Men to guide us, and vve defired 
the fame Favour of them, vvith fome Canoes 
and Provifions, and that vve vvould reward 
our Guides and pay for vvhat they furnilh'd 
us. 

fThe Gonveniency of an Interpreter, vve then 
had, gave us the Opportunity of making our
felves be eafily underftood, and the Chief an-

. fvver'd to our Propofals, that he vvould fend 
Men to the other Villages to acquaint then1 
vvith our Demands, and to confolt vvith them 
vvhat vvas to be done in that Cafe; that as 
for the reft, they vvere amaz'd at our having 

pafs'd 

I 
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u{11687. pafs'd thro, fo many Nations, withou* having 

\~ been detain'd, or kill'd, confidering what a fmall 
Number we were. 

I • 

French 
Hcuft a· 
mong rhe 
Accon· 
-=ea~ s de-
• .f•rib'd. 

When the Difcourfe was ended, that Chief 
caus'd Meat to be fet before us, as dry'd Fle1h, 
Bread made of Indian Corn of feveral Sorts, and 
Water Melons; after which he made us fmoke, 
and then we return'd to our Houfe, where be .. 
ing eas'd of all thofe Impediments, we ga:ve 
each other an Account of our Affairs, at Lei
fure, and were inform'd, that thofe People im
patiently expeB:ed the Return of Monfieur de 
la S"le, which confirm'd us in the Refolution of 
concealing his Death. We obferv'd the Situa
tion of that Poft, and were made acquainte4 
with the Nature of the Country and the Man
ners of thofe People, of which I {ball give the 
following Remarks. 

The Houfe we were then in, was built of 
Pieces of Cedar laid one upon another, and 
rounded away at the Corners. It is feated on a 
fmall Eminency, half a Musket-fbot from the 
ViiJage, in a Country abounding in all Thin?,S· 
The Plains lying on one Side of it, are ftor'd 
with Beeves, wild Goats, Deer, Turkeys, Bu-. 
ftards, Swans, Ducks, Teal and other Game. 

?ro4u!E of The Trees produce plenty of Fruit, and ve~ 
the Corm· ry good, as Peaches, Plumbs, Mulberries, 
'?· Grapes, and Wallnuts. They have a Sort of 

Fruit they call Piaguimina, not unlike our Med
lars, but much bett~r and more delicious. Such 
as live near the Rivers, as that Houfe is, do not 
want for Fifh of all Sorts, and they have Indian 
Wlieat, whereof they make good Bread. There 
are alfo fine Plains diverfify'd with feveral Sorts~ 
of r ees, as I have fai4_.bef<?r~.. · 
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The Nati0n Qf the Accancea'J confifts of four 1ulJ t6S7 

Villages. The firft is call'd Otfo.tchove, ne41r 
which we were ; the fecond Toriman, both of Nar· 
them feated on the River ; the third Tonginga; th~~~~:! 
and the fourth Cappa, on the B~nk of the Miffi- cea•. ... 
ftpi. Thefe Villages are built after a different 
Manner from the others we had feen before, in 
this Point, that the Cottaaes, which are alike 
as to their Materials and Rounding at the T.op, 
are long, and cover'd with the Bark of Trees, 
and fo very large, that feveral of them can nold 

wo hundred Perfons, belonging to feveral Fa-
mili s. · 

The People are not fo neat as the· Cenis, or HoujhQ14 
the .Ajfonis in their Houfes, for feme of them Stuff. 
lie on the Ground, without any Thing unrler 
them but fome Mats, or a drefs'd Hide. How. 
ever, fome of them have more Conveniendes, 
but the Generality has not. All their Move-
ables confift in fome Earthen Ve!fels and oval 
wooden Pl~tters, which are neatly made, and 
with which tney drive a Trade. 

They are generally very well fhap'd and Shapr. ~; 
attive; the Women are handfome, or at leaft 
have a much better Prefence than thofe of the 
other Villages we pafs'd thro' before. They make 
Canoes aU of one Piece, which are well wrought. 
As for themfelves they are very faithful, good 
natur'd, and Warriors like the reft. 

The 2)th, the Elders being affembled came Tbe Cere
to fee us, and told the Sieur Couture, that they mo~yofrEe 
defign'd to fing and dance the C~tlumet, or Pipe; ~ipe ,Per·· 

h d fi - r f h J arm d rn becaufe the others a ung tt, 1ome o t em to M. Cave· 
the late Monfieur de la Sale, and the reft to tier. 
Monfieur Tonty, and therefore it wai but rea-
fonable they ihould ~o the fame to get a Fire-

. lock, 
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'gu'IJ r6S7 lock, as well as the o'thers. Monfieur Caveliei' 
VV""J was inform'd of it, and it was requifite to con

fent ta it, to pleafe thofe Indians, becaufe we 
ftood in need of them. 

Ceremon_'l The Ceremony began with Monfteur C11v~ier; 
1ftbcPipc. who was led under the Arms and feated on a 

Hide, without the Cottage. The Forks, the 
Skins laid on it in Honour of the Pipe,the Sing
ing as loud as they cou'd roar, both by Men 
and Women, and all the other Ceremonies were 
obferv'd, as I have mention'd them before; fo 
that Monfieur C~tvelier being weary of them, h 
caus'd the Chief to be told, that he was out of 
Order, and defir'd hii Nephew might be put in 
bis Place, which was done accordingly,_ and they 
fpent the whole Night in Singing. ln the Morn
ing they perform'd fome oth~r ~er~ monies, not 
worth relating. 

The Solemnity being ended, by-every Man's 
fmoking of the Pipe, the Indians took it, with 
tome Bullocks Hides, and Goats and Otters 
S.kins, and a Collar made of Shells, all which 
they carry'd to our Houfe, and we gave them a 
Firelock, two Axes, fix Knives, one hundred 
Charges of Powder, as much Ball, and fome 
Strings of Beads for their Wives. The Chief 

aviog given Notice of our coming to the other 
1 
Villages., their Deput'tes came to fee us ; we en-. 
tertain'd them in the Houfe, and propos'd to 
them our Defigns, as had been done to the 
Chief. They ftood confidering a While, then 
held a Sort of Con:"altation among themfelves, 
which held not long without talking, and then:· 
agreed to grant us what we ask'd, which was a 
Canoe and a Man of each Village to condutt us; 
upon .the promis'd Confideration, and fo they 

wen.t 
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went away to the Cottage of the Chief of the 1ulJI687,., 

Village. 
The 27th, the Chief and the Elders met a-

gain to confult about what we demanded 
of them; the Length of the Journey made them 
apprehenfive for thofe, who were to conduct us; 
but, at Length, we having difpell'd tneir Fears 
by our Argumenu, and they having again de
liberated fome Time, agreed to our Re-
queft. We again made them a Prefent, pro-
mifing a good Reward to our Guides, and fo 
we prepar'd to fet forwards. Little BArtholo-
mew tlie Parifian, having intimated to us, that 
he would willingly ftay in that Houfe, becaufe 
he was none of the ableft of Body, we recom-
mended him to the Sieur Couture. We defir'd 
thofe that remain'd there, to keep the Secret 
of L\'Ionfr. de lte Sal~'s Death, promis'd to fend 
them Relief, leftt them our Horfes, whiclt 
were of great Ufe to go a Hunting. and gave 
them fifteen or fix teen Pounds of Powder, eight 
hundred Balls, three hundred Flints, twenty fi~ 
Knives, and ten Axes, two or three Pounds 
Weight of Beads; Monfr. Cavelier left them 
Part of his Linen, hoping we fbould foon be in rh( <Jo~~ 
a Place where we fhould get more ; and all of :~;011"-: 
them having made theit: Peace with God, by • 
Mean of the Sacrament of Penance, we took 
Leave of them, excepting the Sieur Couture, who 
went to condua: us Part of the Way. 

We imbark'd on a Canoe belonging to one 
of the Chiefs, being at leaft twenty Perfons, 

s well Women as Men, and arriv'd fafe, 
ithout any Trouble, at a Village call'd To:riman, ~orima 

for we were going down the River. We pro- VtO~&e• 
pos'd it to thefe Peo le, or rather demanded ., 
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1_ulj 1687 it of them to confirm what had been granted us 
VV'""J by the others, and they referr'd giving us their 

.Anfwer till the next Day ; for they do Nothing 
without 'onfulting about it, and we having 
brought a Sack of lndi~en Wheat, from the 
French lVIens Houfe, defir'd the Chief to caufe 
Women to pound it, for which we would give 
'em Something. Immediately he made a Sign to 
bis Officers to go call them, and they went 
as readily. 

There were feven or eight of thofe Officers 
always about him, ftark naked and befmear"'d, 
fome after one Fafhion, and others after ana- · 
ther. E~ch of them ltad three or. four Cala
balhes or Gourds, hanging at a Leather Girdle 

cjfiu~s. about their Waftes, in which there we~e feve
ral Pebbles, and behind them hung a Horfe's 
Tail, fo that when they ran, the Gourds made 
~ ratling Noife, and the Tail being born up 
by the Wind, ftood out at its fufl Length, fo 
that Nothing could be feen more ridiculous ; 
but it behooved us to take Heed of fhewing 
the leaft Smile. 

The remaining Patit of the Day was fpent 
in going with die Sieur Couture to fee the fa

The R.Jver tal River fo much fought after by us, called 
't!i~f~i C!)lbert, when firft difcover'd, and Mijfifipi

1 
or, 

l.Jjt. Mechaffipi by the Natives that were near us. 
It is a very fine River and deep, the Breadth 
of it about a Quarter of a League, and the 
Stream very rapid. The Sieur Couture aifur'd 
us, that it has two Branches or Channels, 
which parted from each other above us, and 
that we bad pafs'd its other Branch, when 
we came to the firfi: :Village of the ,Ac~11hcea's, 
with which Nltion we ftill were. 

rhe 
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The 28th, the Chie and the Elders being 'fttlJ 1687 
a1Tembled, they granted our Requefts. \Ve I 

were to part, ·n order to be entertain'd in fe
veral Places, where we took Notice of fome 
particular Ceremonies, which we had ROt feen 
among the other Nations. One of them is, P~trticu!u 
that they ferve up their Meat in two or four Cerema- · 
large Difhes, which are firft fet down before nies. .. 
the two principal Guefts, wlio are at one End, 
and when they have eaten a little, thofe Diihes 
are ihov'd down lower aud others are ferved 
up in their Place, in the fame Manner; fo that 
the firft Difhel are ferv'd at the upper EncJ. 
and thruft down lower as others come in. 

He who treats, does not fit down with the 
Company, nor does he eat, but performs the 
Part of a Steward, taking Care of the Dreffing 
and of the Placing of the Meat ferv'd.up; and 
to the End he may appear the finer, he never 
fails to befmear himfelf with Clay, or fome red 
or black Colouring they make ufe of. 

The 29th, we fet out from that Village, and 
imbark'd on· two Canoes to crofs the Miffijipi: 
The, Chief and about a Score of young Folks Tonnin· 
bore us Company to the next Village call'd Ton- guaViU~tgc 
ningu.:e, feated on the Bank of that River, where 
we were receiv'd in the Chief's Cottage, as we 
bad been in the others. The Elders treated 
us in their Turns, and the Defcriptions before 
given will ferve for this Place, there being but 

· ittle Difference between them and their Neigh .. 
· hours. · ea l 

The 3oth, we fet out for Cappa, the laft yn .. v;o!'fe. 
lage of the:AccanceJJ's, eightLeagues difi;ant from 
the Place we had left. W were obliged to 
crofs the ~ive-r M~tJijipi feveral ·1fimes in this 

Way. 



·t6o Monfieur de la SAL F.'s Second Voyage 
'Aug. 1687 Way; becaufe it winds very much, and we 
~ had fome folll Weather, which made it late 

before we could reach C~tppa. A great Num
ber of Youth came to meet us, fome of them 
condueied us to the Chiefs Cottage, and others 
took Care of our B:aggage, which was reftor'd 
to us very honeftly. We found the Elders 
waitin~ for us; a great Ei.re was kindled to dry 
ns, and the Cottage was lighted by feveral 
burning Reeds, which they make ufe of inftead 
of Flamb~aus; after which we were ferv'd as 
ia other Places. · 

The 3 rft. we receiv'd Vifits from the Elders; 
Their Difcourfe ran upon the War they defign'd 
to make, thinking to iogage us in it, and we · 
return'd the fame Anfwer as we had done to 
the others, that we would foon return with all 
Things we ftood in Need of. We ask'd a Man 
of t em, which was granted, and the Day en
ded in Feafting. 

Enttrtain· fWe wrftoulbd willingly hf ave fet odut thde Fir!l= 
menr given o Augu ; ut the Chte came an to I us, lt 
by rhc Jndi· could not be, becaufe the Women had not 
.ns. pounded our Corn, which however was done; 

but they made ufe of that Pretence to oblige us 
to ftay, and to have Leifure to give us fome 
Diverfion, after their Manner. Accordingly, 
about Ten in the Morning, the Warriors and 
Youth came together to Dance. They were 
drefs'd after their beft Manner, fome of them 
wearing Plumes of feveral Colours, wherewith 
they adorn thtir Heads. others, inftead of Fea• 
thers, h1d two Bullockc; Horns, and were all . 
befmear'd with Clay, or Black and Red, fo that: 
they really look'd~like a Company of Devils or 
Monfters, and in thofe Figures they danc'd, 

as 
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as I have defcrib'd it, fpeaking of the other .Aug. 1687 
Nations. \./'V") 

!he ~econd, we made . ready to be going 
The Indi~n given by the firft Village for our 
Guide, would not go any farther. A Mau, 
faid to be an Hermaphrodite, offer'd to fupply 
his Place, faying, he_ was willing to go to the . 
l.flinois. We took Leave of the Sieur Couture, 
to whom Monfr. Cavelier made an Exhorrati .. 
on, encouraging him to p fevere and have Pa
tience, in Hopes of the Relief we wou'd fend 
him, and fo we imbark'd on the Miffijipi in a 
Canoe, being Nine in Number, that is, five of 
us, and the four Indians that were o r Guides. 
We 'were oblig'd to crofs that iver very of
ten, and no lefs frequently to carry our Canoe 
and Goods, as well on Account of the Rapidi .. 
ty of the River, and to find it fiacket on the 
one or the other Side of it, which was ery 
troublefome to our Guides, as becaufe of the .. 
little Ifiands we met with, which arc form'd 
by the impetuous beating of the Water upon 
the Banks, that oppofe its Courfe, where the 
Channels happen not to lie ftraic ; there it 
wallies away the Earth and bears down great 
Trees, which in Procefs o'f Time form little 
l1l1nds, that divide the Channel. At Night 
we incamp'd in one of thofe fmall Hlands, for 
our greaterSafety,for we were then come into an Machiga ... 
Enemy's Nation, call'd M11chigamea, which put mea NAti-:, 
our Indians into great Frights. · on-

It is certain our Toil was very great, for we · 
were oblig'd to row in the Canoe, to ~elp our 
Indians to ftem the Current of the Rtver, be- · 
caufe we were going up, and it was very 
ftrong and · rapid ; we were often"'.necefiitated 

M 'o 
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·~·~~tg, 1687 to land, and fometimes to travel over miry 
VV"J Lands, where we funk up half way the Leg ; 

other Times over burning Sands, which fcorch'd. 
oar Feet,having RO Shoes,or elfe over Splinters 
of Wood, which ran into the Soles of our 'Feet, 
and when w~ were come to the refting Place, 
we were to provide Fuel to drefs our 1\icat, 
and provide all Things for our Indi~Jtns, 
who would not have done fo much as go 
fetch a Cup of Water, tho' we were on the 
Bank of the River, and yet we were happy 
enough in having them. 

We proceeded on, continua11y undergoing the 
fame Toil, ti11 the Seventh, when, we faw the 
firft Bullock, we had met on our Way, fince 
our coming among the Accancea'r. The Indians, 
who had a great Mind to eat FleJh, made a 
Sign to me, to go kill it. I purfu'd and Shot, 
but· , did not fall, the Indians ran after, kill'd, 
and came to tell us it muft be parch'd, or dry'd, 
which was accordingly done. I muft here take 
Notice of.:a Ceremony our Indians perform'd, 
when they came near the Bullock, before they 
flead him. 

Cuemon:J In the firft Place, they adorn'd his Head 
at f/~ff~rg with fome Swans and Buftards Down. dy'd red, 
~ u Of • and put fame Tabacco into his Noftrils, and 

between the Clefts ot the Hoofs. When they 
had fie ad him, they cut out the Tongue, and 
put a Bit of Tabacco into its Place; then 
they ftuck two Wooden Forks into the 
Ground, laid a Stick acrofs them, on vvhich 
they plac'd feveral Slices of the Flelh, in the 
Nature of an Offering. The Ceremony being 
ended, vve parch'd or dry'd the bep: Parts of 
the Beaft and proceeded ou our journey 

The 
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The 9th, vve found the Banks of the River :Aug. 16&7 

Y~ry ~igh, and he Earth of them Yellow, R!ed l/"'\i'V 
and White, and thither the Natives came 'to fiBtmkls :f 
f ·lh h fc 1 · h · d · eve-ra ~wO• urn1 ·t em e ves Wlt tt, to a orn theu~ Bo-- lours 
dies, o Feftival Days. We held on our Way • 
till the 1 ~th, vvhen vve met a Herd of Bul 
locks, whereof we kill'd five, dr 'd Part of 
them, and proceeded till the t8th. 

The 19th, we came to the Mouth of the H b 
River, call'd Houabache, fa id to come fn m the cheo~:.,e~ .. 
Country of the lroquois, towards New EnglAnd • 
Th·a is et very· fine River, its Water ext aor-
dinary clear, and the Curre f · , gentle. 
Our Indians offur,d up to it y Way of SaG ifice 
fome Tabacco and Beef Steaks, whic they fix'd 
on Forks, and left them on the Bank? to be diC: 
pos'd of as the River though fit. We ob e v'd 
fome her Sup rftitions mong hofe poor P • 
pie, one whereo was as follows. 

There were fome certain Days, on which Indian 
they Fafted, and we knew them, when alfoon Faft. 
as they awakrd, they befmear:'d their Faces• anci 
Arms, or other Parti of their Bodies, with a 
flimy Sort of Earth, or pounded Charcoal; for: 
that Day they did not eat till Ten or Eleven 
of the Clock at Night, and before they did ea . 
they were to vvipe off that Smearing, and 
J ad Water brought them for that Purpo e. 
The Occafion of their Fafting was, as they gave 
us to underft3nd, th~t they might have goa 
Succefs in Hunting, and kill Abundance of Bul· 
locks. 

We held on our Way till the 2Sth, when the · 
Indians fhew'd us a Spring of ··alt Water, Stlt W'~tt . 
within a Musket Shot of us; and made us go spring 
afbore to view it. We obfer "d; the Groand 

- · ~ :1 bo 
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~ug.t687 about it was much beaten by Bullocks Feet; 
\./V""V and it is likely they love that Salt Water. The 
Wildliru ., Country about, was full of Hillocks, cover'd 
· 

1 
• vvith Oaks and Wall nut-Trees, Abundance of 

Plum-Trees, almoft all the Plums red aRd pret
ty good, befides great Store of other Sorts of 
Fruits, wbofe Names vve know not, and among 
them one fha'P'd like a midling Pear, with Stones 
i:1 itt as bi!J as large Beans. When ripe it 
peels like a Peach, the Tafte is indifferent good, 
but rat-her of the Sweeteft. 

The 27th, having difcover'd a Herd of 
Beeves, we went afhore to kill fome ; I fhot a 
Heifer, which was very good Meat, we put 
a Board the belt of it, and held on our Way 
till the Evening, when we encamp'd on an 
IJland, where we obferv'd an Alteration in 
the Humour and Behaviour of our !rJdians. 
Thjs put us under fome A pprehenfion, and the 
n1ore, for that he who was reckon'd an Her
maphrodite, told us, they intended to leave us, 
which oblig'd us to fecure our Arms and double 
our Watch during the Night, for Fear they 
fbould forfake us. 

With that Jealoufy we proceeded on our 
Journey the 28th and 29th, coafting along the 
Foot of an upright Rock, about fixty, or eighty 
Foot high., round which the River glides. Held 
on the 3oth and 31ft, and the firft of Septem· 

Mifl'ouris her pafs'd by the Mouth of a River call'c,l Mif
J(!vr:r. fouris, whofe Water is always thick, and to 

w hi eh our lndi~tns did not forget to offer Sa
crifice. 

igure 9[ l''he 2d, we arriv'd at the Place, where the 
apn:rend. ~igure is of the pretended Monfter fpoke.o of by 
~;dMGWtu .. her M~rquet. That Monfter confifts of two 

· · - - · -. · · fcuryy 
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fcurvy Figures drawn in red, on the ftctt Side of sept.168( 
a Rock, about ten or twelve Foot high, which r../""V'.J. 
wants very much of the extraordinary Height 
that Relation mentions. However our Indians 
paid Homage, by off~ring Sacrifice to that 
Stone; tho' we endeavour'd to give tliem to 
underftand, that the fa id Rock had no Manner 
of Virtue, and that we worfhip'd fomethirrg 
above it, pointing up to Heaven ; but it was 
to no Purpofe, and they made Signs to us, that 
they fboald die if they did not perform that 
Duty. We proceeded, coafting along a Chain 
of Mountains, and at length, on the 3d, left ~vu ~1 
the Mijfiftpi, to enter the River of the ljli· •belilinois 
noit. 

We found a great Alteration in that River, 
as well with RefpeCl to its Courfe, which is 
very gentle, as to the Country about it, whic~ 
is much more agreeable and beautiful than tha& 
about the great River, by Reafon of the many 
fine Woods aq,d Variety of Fruit its Banks are 
adorn'd with. It was a vety great Comfort to 
us, to find fo much Eafe in going up that Ri· 
ver, by Reafon of its gentle Stream, fo that 
we all ftay'd in the Canoe and made much more 
Way. Indian 

Thus we went on tit~ the 8th, without ftopping dies-of et:: .. 
any longer than to ktll a BuUock, and one ot i11g ra 
our Indiatts, who had a craving Stomach, having Suer. 

eaten fome of its Suet ho' and raw, was taken 
very ill, and died of it, as I fhall menuon in its 
PJace. 

The 9th, we came into a Lake, about half a 
League over, which we crofs'd, and return'd 
into' the Channel of the River, on the Baak 
whereof we found feveral Marks of the Nativ(s 
· · · · M ~ h vi 
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Sept. 1687having been 1ncamp'd there, when they came 

~to fifh an.d dt·y what they c1ug' .. The toth, 
we crofs'd another Lake, call'd Primitehouy, re
turn'd to the Ri\Ter, and the 1 th, faw lndianl 
b fore us, incamp'd on the Bank of a River, 
whereupon we fto~'d and made ready our 
Arms. In the aE Time, one of them came 
tow a ds us by , and we put on our Canoe 
towards him. 

When that Indittn wa; near, he ftood gazing 
'Meeting on us, without fpeakiog a Word, and then: 
•ith Hli· drawing frill nearer, we gave him to underftand, 
eois. that we were fent by Monfieur de 14 Sale, and 

came from him. Then he made Signs to 
us, to advance towards his People, whom, he 
went before to· acquaint with what we had f11id 
to him, fo that when we were come near them 
thr i fired feveral hot to falu te us, and we an
fwer'd them with our Firel cks. 

After that mutu ·a alutation, they came 
into our Canoe, to fign·( , they were glad 
to hear News of . onfie d~ la S;;le. We 
ask'd them, W.h t Nation t v were of; they 
anfwer'd, T y N re IjlinfJis, of a t:anton call'd 
Cafca[quiA. Me nqu· ·'d w ether Monfieur 
Tonty w:as at Fort LewiJ ; they gave us to un• 
derftand, that he was not, u. .. ·ha he as gone 
to the War againft the lroquois. he invited 
us ·A(bore, to go with them to eat of fuch as 
they had, we thank'd them, and they brought 

s forne Gourds and Water Melons, in Ex· 
change for which, we gave them fome parch'd. 
Elefb. 

· We had not by the Way aken Noticeof a 
Canoe; in which was a Man with two Wo

en, who, lleing afraid of us, had hid them-
- felves 
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felves among the Reeds, but that Man feeing us sept.t687 
ftop among his Countrymen, took Heart, cJme r.../"'..".J 
to us, and having told us, that he belong'd to a 
Village near Fort Lrwis, we fet out together, 
and one of our Indians went into that Canoe,. 
to help them to fbove, fo they call the Way of 
pufhing on the Canoe with Poles inftead of 
rowing. 

On Sunday, the 14th of September, about two Fort lew.: 
in the Afternoon, we came into the Neigh- is am~ng_ 
bourhood of Fort LewiJ. Drawing near, vvc rbe Iflu::oJS 
were met by fame Indi11.nJ that were on the 
Bank, who having view'd us well, and under
ftanding we came from Monfr. de '" Sale, and 
that we belong'd to him, ran to the Fort to 
(:arry the News, and immediately we faw a 
french Man come out, with a Company of Indi-., 
ans, who fir'd a Volley of feveral Pieces, to fa-
lute us. Then the French Man drew near, and 
defir'd us to come Afhore, w hi eh we did, leav-
ing only one in the Canoe, to take Care of our 
Baggage; for the ljlinoiJ are very !harp st car-
~ying off any thing they caq lay their Hands 
on, and confequently, nothing near fo honeft 
as the Nations we had pafs'd thro'. 

We all walk'd together towards the Fort, 
and found three Frenc~. Men coming to meet us·, 
and among them a Clerk, who had belong'd to .Arriva14t 
the late Monfr. de la Sale. They immediately Fo~tLewi 
ask'd us, where Monfr. de la Salr was, we told 
the~, he had brought us Part of the Way, and 
left us at a Place about forty Leagues beyond 
the CeniJ, and that he was then in good Health. 
All that was true enough ; for Monfr, qavelier 
and I, who were the Perfons, that then fpoke, 
were no prefent at Monfr. de HI Sale's Death; 

. ' M4 - ~ 
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sept. t687 he was in good Health when he left us, and I 
~ have told t he Reafons we had for concealing 

his Death, till we came into Franre. 
It is no lefs true, that Father .AnAHaftu!~ 

and he they called Teifier, could have given a 
better Account, the one as an Eye Witnefs, 
«1 nd the other, as one of the Murderers, and 
they were both with us ; but to avoid lying, 
they faid Nothing. Vve farther told them, we 
had Orders to go over into Fr~tnce, to give an 
Account of the Difcoveries made byMonfieur de 
/A Sale, and to procure the fe~ding of Succours. 

At length, we enter'd the Fort, where we 
found and furpriz'd feveral Perfons who did 
not expect us. All the Hen:Jh were under Arms · 

~ceptio7t. and made feveral Difcharges to welcome us. 
Monfieur de Belle Fontaine Lieutenant to Monfr~ 
Tomy, was at the Head of them and compli
mented us. Then we were conduCted to the 
Chappel, where we retNrn'd Thanks to God, 
from the Bottom of our Hearts, for having 
preferv'd and condufred us in Safety ; after 
which we had oar Lodgings aHign'd us, Monfr. 
Cavelier and Father .Anaftafius had one Cham

ber, and we were put into the Magazine, or 
Ware-houfe. Al1 this While, the Natives 
came by Intervals, to fire their Pieces, to ex
prefs their. Joy for our Return, and for the 
News we brought of Monfieur de l~ Sale, 
which refrefh'd our Sorrow for his lVlisfor .. 
tune ; perceiving that his Prefence would 
have fettled all Things advantageoufiy. 

The Day after our Arrival, one of the ln
d"ms, who had conduCl:ed us, having been fick 
ever fince he eat the raw Beef Suet, I mention'd 
before, died, and his Companions took away 

and 
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and bury'd him privately. We gave them the sept.1687 
promis'd Reward, and the Part belonging to .../'Y"'J. 
the Dead Man, to be deli,rer'd to his 
Relations. They ftay'd fome Time in the 
Fort, during the which, we took extraordinary 
Care of them, and at laft they return'd to their 
own Homes. 

As far as we could gather by half Words 
dropp'd there by one or other at the Fort, 
Something had been done there prejudicial to 
the Service of Monfr. dr la Sale, and again ft his 
Authority, and therefore fome dreaded his 
Return, but more efpecially a 1efuit was in 
great Confternation. He was fick, Monfieur 
CAvrlier, Father Amtftaftus and l went to vifit 
him. He enquired very particularly ot all 
Points, and could not conceal his Trouble, 
which we would not feem to take Notice 
of. 

Oar Defign being to make the eft of our 
Way to Canada, in Order to fet out A hoard 
the fidt Frepch Ships that fh"uld S.iil for France, 
we enquired how we were. to proce"'d, and met 
with feveral Difficulties. The Navigation on . 
that River was very dangerous, by Reafon of ~_us rntht: 
the Falls there are in it, which mufi: be care- l1Jer. 

fully avoided, unlefs a Man will run an inevi-
table Hazard of perifhing. There were few 
Perfons capable of managing that Affair, and 
the War with the lroquois made all fvlen a 
fraiJ. 

However the Sieur Boifrondet, Clerk to the 
late Monfr. de l11 S61le, having told us he had 
a Canoe, in which he defign'd to go down 
to Canada, we prepared to tnake ufe of that 
Opportunity. Care was taken to gather. Pro-

Vl-'iO!l 
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St>pt.t687 vifions for our Voyage, to get Furs to barter a! 
\,/"\("V we pa.fs'd by Micilimaquinay. The Vifits of two 

Chiefs of Nations, caH'd Cafcafquia Persurria and 
C~tcah~uanou.r difcover'd by the late Monfieur tie 
la Sale, did not interrupt our Affairs, and all 
thinr:s being got ready, we took Leave of thofe 
we left in the Fort. Monfieur Cavelier writ a 
Letter for Monfieur Tonty, which he left there 
to be delivered to him, and we repair'd to the 
Lake to imbark. 

It would be needlefs to relate all the Trou~ 
bles and Hardfuips we met witb, in that Jour
ney, it was painful and fruitlefs, for having gone 
to t-he Bank of the Lake, in very foul Wea
ther, after waiting there five Days, for that 

· ~· Cave- foul Weather to ceafe, a d after we had 
l~er, e'c.d imbark'd, no withftanding the Storm, we were 
j et our an bl' 'd Afh . h Ter~rns o tg to put ore agatn, to return tot e 
~am. Phce where we had imbark'd, and there to dig 

a Hole in the Earth, to bpry our Baggage 
and Provifions, to fave the Trouble of carry
ing them back to Forti Lewis, whither w~ 
return'd and arrived there the 7th of oaober; 
where they were furpriz'd to fee us co~e 
back. 

Thus were we oblig'd to continue in that 
Fort a U the reft of Autumn and Part of 
the Winter, to our great Sorrow, a.od not fo 
much for our own Difappointment, as for be· 
ing, by that Means, obftrueted from fending 
of Succours, as foon as we had expeB:ed, as well 
to the faid Fort, as to thofe French of our own 
Company, whom we bad left on the Coaft 
of the Bay of Mexicu, 
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It was then the ~ood Seafon for fuooting. oa. t6S7 
Thofe Gentlemen at the Fort had fecur'd two ~ 
good Indian Sportfmen, who never let us want 
for Wild Fowl of all Sorts; befides we had 
good Bread, and as goGd Fruit, and had there 
been any Thing to d.tink befides Water, we had 
far'd wel1. The Leifure we had during our 
Stay there, gave me an Opportunity of making 
the following Rem1rks, as well of my own Ob
fervation, as wiat I learn'd of the French re· 
fiding there. 

Fort Lewis is in the Country of the IflinoiJ • 
and feattd on a fteep Rock, about two hundred ~:t·;J;ort 
Foot high, the River running at the Bottom of Lewisantl. 
it. It is only fortified with Stakes and Palifades, theCounerJ 
and fome Houfes advancing to the Edge {)f the aboue i1 •. 
Rock. It has a very fpacious Efplanade, or 
Place of Arms. The Phce is naturally ftrong., 
and might be made fo by Art, with little Ex-
pence. Several of the Natives live in it, in 
their Huts. I cannot give an Account of the 
Latitude it frands in, for Want of proper Inftru· 
ments to take an Obfervation, but Nothing 
can be pleafanter; and it may be trnly affirm'd, 
that the Country of the Ijlinois efi joys all that 
can make it accomplifn'd, not only as to Orna-
ment, but alfo for jts plentiful Produaion of 
all Things requifite for the Support of human 
Life. 

The Plain, which is water'd by the Ri'ler, is 
beautified by two fmall Hills, about half a 

' League diftant from the Fort, and thofe Hills 
are cover'd with Groves of Oaks, Walnut· 
Trees and other Sorts I have named elfewliere. 
The Fields are full of Grafs, growing up very Lime and 
high. On he ides ,of the Hill is found a c1~1 for 

gravelly BricJ:s>&c. 
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BEl. t6S7 gravelly Sort of Stone, very fit to make Lime 
~ for Building. There are alfo many Clay Pits, 

fit for making of Earthen Ware, Bricks and 
Tiles., and along the River there are Coal Pits, 
the Coal whereof has been try'd and found 
very good. 

Mmes. There is no Reafon to queftion, bnt that 
there are in this Country, Mines of all Sorts of 
Metals, and of the richeft, the Climate being 
the fame as that of New Mexico. We faw feve· 
ral Spots, where it appeared there were Irnn 
Mines, and found fome Pieces of it on the Bank 

· of the River, which Nature had deanfed. 
Travellers who have been at the upper Part of 
the lf1ijfi(zpi, affirm they have found Mines 
there, ot very good Lead. 

i"¥odua. That Country is one of the moft temperate 
in the World, and confe'luently whatfoever is 
fow'd there, whether Herbs, Roots, Indian 
and even European Corn thrives very well, as 
:has been try'd by the Sieur B:Jifrondet, who 
fow'd of all Sorts, and had a plentiful Crop, 
and we eat of the Bread, which was very good. 
And whereas we were aflured, that there were · 
Vines which run up, whofe Grapes are very 
good and delicious, growing along the River, 
it is reafonable to believe, that if thofe Vines 
were tnlO [planted and prun'd, there might be 
very good Wine made of them. There is alfo 
Plenty of wild Apple and Pear Trees, and of 
feveral other Sorts, which would afford excel
lent Fruit, were they grafted and tranfplant· 
ed. 

All other Sorts of Fruit, as Plumbs, Peach~s 
and others, wherewith the Country abounds, 
would become exquifite, if the fame lnduftry 

were 
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were us'd, and other Sorts of Fruit we have in o.a. 1687 

Frltnee would thrive well, if they were carry'd ~ 

over. The Earth produces a So t of Hemp, 

whereof Cloth might be made and Cordage . 

. As for the Manners and Coftoms of the ljli- M~n~'' 

nois, in many Particulars they are the fame as ~:ms :j 
thofe of the other Nations we have feen. They rhe Hh

are natnral1y fierce and revengeful, and among noh. 

them the Toil of Sowing, Planting, carrying 

of Burdens.. and doing all other Things that Womm 411 

belonp: to the Support of Life, appertains pe- all L~. 

culiarly to the Women. The Men have no o-

ther Bufi nefs but going to the War and hunt-
. i:ng, and the Women muft fetch the ·Game 

when they have kUl'd it, which fometimes they 

are to carry very far to their Dwellings, and 

ttiere to parcH, or drefs it any other Way. 

When the Corn or other Grain is fow'd, 

the Women fecure it from the Birds till it comes 

up. Thofe Birds are a Sort of Starlings, Jike 

ours in FrAnce, .but larger and fly in greal 
Swarm~, 

The ljlinois have but few Children, and are Children; 

e~treamly fond of them ; it is the Cuftom a-

mong them, as well as others I have mention- , 

ed, never to chide, or beat them, . but only to 

throw Water at them, by \Vay of Chaftife-

menr. 
The Nations we have fpoken of before, are Thievi11g .. 

not at all, or very little, addicted t:o Thieving; 

but it is not fo with the ljlinois, and ic behoves 

every Man to watch their Feet as well as their 

Hands, for they know how to tarn any Thing 

out of the Way moft dexteroufly. They are 

fubjeC\ to the general Vice of a l the other J~ .. B ifl ' 
d.rtfl, which is to boalt very much of the1r 0

' mg .. 
~Varli e 
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oa. 1687 .. WarlikeExploits,and that is the main Sub)eet of 
t./'V'"'V their Difcourfe, and they are very great Lyars. 
care of the They pay a Refpea to their Dead, as ap .. 
D'ad. · pears by their fpecial Care of burying them, 

and even of putting into lofty Coffins the Bodies 
of fuch as are confiderable among them, as thei 
Chiefs and others, which is alfo praaifed a
mong the Accitncea's, but they d'tfer in this Par
ticular, that the Accancea's weep and make their 

.. Complaints for fome Days, whereas the Cha· 
hou~tnous and other People of the lflinois Nation 
do juft the Contrary ; for when any of them 
die, they wrap them up in Skins, and then pul 
them into Coffins made of the Barks of Trees, 
then fi.ng aud dance about them for twent~ four 
Hours. Thofe Dancers take Care to tie Cala .. 
bathes, or Gourds about their Bodies, with iome 
JnJianWheat in them, to rattle and make aNoife, 
and fome of them have a Drum, made of a 
great Earthen Pot, on which the~ extend a wild 
Goat's Skin, and beat thereon with one Stick, 
like our Tabors. 

Prefoms t& During that Rejoicing, they throw their Pre
rbe Dead. fents on the €offin, as Bracelets. Pendaots, or 

Pieces of Earthen Ware-, and Strings of Beads, 
encouraging the Singers to perforn1 their Duty 
well. If any Friend happens to come thither a& 
that Time, he immediately throws down his Pre
fent and fans a finging and dancing like the reft. 
When that Ceremony is over, they bury the 
Body, with Part of the Prefents, making choice 
of fuch as may be .. m oft proper for it. They 
alfo bury with it, fome Store of Indian Wheat, 
with 3 Pot to boil it in, for fear the dead 

· P.erfon fhould be hungry ol] his I2ng . Journey ; 
and 
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and they repeat the fame Ce-re.mony at the Otl . .t6S,~ 
Year's End. ~ 
· A good Number of Prefents ftil1 remtining, GlrM cf 
they divide them into feveral Lots, and play at tbe Sti 
a Game, call'd of the Stick, to give them to the 
Winner. That Game is play'd, taking a fbort 
Stick, very fmooth and greas'd, that i may 
be the Harder to hold it f· ft. One of the Elder 
throws tha St" ck as fa~ as he can, the young 
Men run after it, fnatch it from each other, 
and at laft, he wh remains 1> ffcfs'd of it, has 
tbe firlt Lot. The Stick is then thrown aga· n, 
he who keeps it then has the fecond Lot, and fo 
on to the End. The Women, whofe Husbands 
have been fiain in War, often perform the fame 
Ceremony, and treat the Singers and Dancers 
whom they have bef e invited. 

1i'he Marriages of the l{linois laft no longer., M~trri4g~1 
than the Parties agree ogether; for they freely 
part after aHuntingBout, each going which Way 
they pleafe, without any Ceretnony. However, 
the Men are jealous enough of their W.iv:es,. and 
when they catch them in a Fault, they, general-
ly cut of their Nofes, and I faw one who had 
been fo ferv'd. 

Neverthelefs, Adultery is not reckon'd any .A4u1ru1• 
great Crime among them, and there are Wo-
rnen who make no Secret of having had to do 
with French Men. Yet are they not fu.fficiently 
additted to that Vice to offe~ themfelves, and 
they never fall, unlefs they are fued to, when, 
the~ are none of the moft diffieult in the Worldt 
to be prevail'd on. The reft I leave to thofe 
who have liv'd longer there thaa I. 

V.Ve 
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oa. 1687. We continu'd (ome Time in Fort LewiJ~ 
V"'V"'J withou t receiving any News. Our flufinefs 

was, after having heard Mafs, which we had 
How rh~ the good Fortune to do every Day, to diverl 
TraveU"s our felves the heft we coold. The Indian Wo· 
Ztu'd. men daily brought in fomething frefu, we want· 

ed not for Water Melons, Bread m1de of In
dian Corn" hak'd in the Embers, and other fuch 
Things, and we rewarded 1hem with little Pre
fents in Return. 

M T t On the 27th of OClobtr, of the fame Year~ 
co:ne5 ~= 'I Monfieur Tonty return'd from the War with 
Fore Le- the lroquois. Our Embraces and the Relatjon 

is. of our Ad ventures were again repeated ; butt 
ftill concealing from him , the Death of 
Monfieur de la Sale. He told us all the P<~rti
culars of that ,War, and faid, That the lroquoiJ 

Warwirb h!ving got Intelligence of the March of the 
the Iro. French Forces and their Allies, had all come ou1t 
qaoia. of their Villages and laid themfelves in Am-

bufu by the Way ; but that having made a fud
den and general Difchatge upon our MenJ with 
their ufual Cries, yet without much Harm done, 
they had been repuls'd with Lofs, took· their 
Flight, and by the Way burnt al1 their own · 
Villages. Th~t Monfieur d' Hennonville, chief 
Governor of New France, had caus'd the Army 
to march, to burn the reft of their Villages, 
fet Fire to their Country and Corn, bu; would 
not proceed any farther. That afterwards he 
had made himfelf M after of feveral Canoes be
longing eo the Englifh, moft of them laden with 

· Brandy, which bad been plunder'd ; tha1t the 
Englifh had bee a fent Prifoners to Montreal, they 
b~ing come to make fome Attempt upon the 
ljliniis. 

VIe 
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We continued aft r t i Manner, till tlie Du.1687~ 

Month of December, when two Men arrived, 
from Montr1al. They came to give 
Notice to Mnnfr. Tomy, that three Canoes, la ... 
den with Merchandize, Powder, 13all and othe · 
Things, we.re arriv'd at ChicAgon, that ther 
being too little Water in the River, and what 
there was be· ng frozen, they: could come down 
no lower; fo that it bting requifite to (end 
Men to fetch thole Thing , Monfr. Tonty de-
fir'd the Chief of the ChahouAnous to furnHh him 
with People. That Chief accordingly provi-
ded forty, as well Men as Women, who fet ou 
with fome French en. Th Honefty of the 
eh Ahouanoul w a the Reafon of pr fer ring thorn 
before the Ijlinals, who ar natu al1y Knaves. 

That Ammunition and the Merchandize were Feb. 1688. 
foon bro ght, and very feafona bl y, the Fort be- · 
ing then in Want. We ftay'd there tiU the 
End of Ftbruary, t6i8, at which Time e fix'd 
our Refolution to depart, tho' we had no ews 
from C•mzd~t, as we expetl:ed. We found the e 
were fome Canoes ready to under ... 
take that Voyage, and we laid hold of that Op
PQrtunity to convoy each other to the Micilim~«-
qwinay, where we hop·d to meet fome News -
from CAnAd.-. 

Monfieur CAvelier the Prieft, had taken Care; 
before the Death of M. de l• Sale, his Brother, to Mar.t68i 
get of him a Letter of Credit,to receive either a 
Sum of Money or Furs in the Country of the 
ljlinois. He tender'd that Letter to M. 7 onty, 
who believing M. de la Sale was ftiU alive, made 
no Difficulty of giving him to the Value of ~bou~ 
4000 LiYres in Furs, Caftors and Otter S&ms, a 
Canoe a d other Effetts, for w hi eh, the fa id 

.N Monfr! .· 
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' .tr.I688 Monfr. Cavelier ga'f'e him his Note, and we pre:: 
.f../"".''J par'd for our Journey. 

I have before obferved, tllat there was a 'Je.;, 
fuit, whafe Name was Dalouez.. at Fort Lewis, 
and who had been very much fnrpriz'd ·to hear 
that Monfr. de l~t SAle was to come in a fhortt 
~ime, being under great Apprebenfions ori 
:Account of~ Confpiracy intended to have beep 
carry'd on, againft Monfr. de /11 Sale's Intereft. 
That :£i·ather perceiving our Departure was 
fix'd, mov'd firft, and went away foremoft, 
to return to Micilimaquinay ; fo that they 
were left without a Prieft at ·Fort Lewis, which 
was a great Trouble to us, becaufe we were the 
Occafion of it, and therefore thofe, who were 
to remain in the Fort, anticipated the Time, 
and made their E~tfter, taking the Advantage of 
the PrefenceofF. AnAftafiusand M. CAvelier. 

At length, vve fel out the 21th of M~trch; 
'Th'" rr4vel from Fort Lewis. The Sieur Boifrondet, who was 
~g;tinu:d. defirous to retlllrn to France, join'd us, we im
. bark'd on the River, which was then become 

navigable, and before we had advanc'd five 
Leagues, met with a rapid Stream, which oblig'd 
us to go Afhore, and then again into the Water, 
10 draw along our Canoe. I had the l\1isfor ... 
tune to hurt one of my Feet againft a Rock 
that lay under Water, which troubled me ve
zy much for a long Time; and we being under 
.a Neceffity of going often into the Water, I 
fuffer'd extreamly, and more than I had done 
fince our Departure from the Gulph of Me:t:ico. 

We arriv'd at Chic~tgon the 29th of /1.-farch, and 
our firft Care was to go feek vvhat vve bad 
conceal'd at our former Voyage, having, as 
J'-as there faid, bury'd 01.1r Luggage and Provi-

.fions~ 
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fions. We found it had been open'd, and fome .M.lr. t~8 8 
Furs and Linen taken away, almoft all which be- \./"\ , 
long'd to me. This had been done by a French 
Man, whom M. Tonty had fent from the Fort, , 
during the Winter Seafon, to know whether 
there were any Canoes at Chicagon, and whom 
he had direCl:ed to fee whether any Body had 
medled with what we had conceal'd, and h 
made Ufe of that Advice to rob us. 

The bad Weather oblig'd us to fl:ay in that 
Place, till .April. That Time of Reft was ad van• 
tageous for the Healing my Foot; and there 
being but very little Game in that Place, we had 
Nothing but our Meal or Indian Wheat to teed 
on ; yet we difcover'd a Kind of M~nna, which s ~J: .. 

f T wat ~~-' · 
was a great Help to us. It was a Sort o ree~, rer f;om"~. 
refembling onr Maple, in which we made ~ne~- ·r'"· 
fions, vvhence flow'd a fweet Liquor, and 1n 1t 
we boil'd our Indian Wheat, which made it de ... 
licious, fweet and of a very agreeable Relifh. 

There being no Sugar-Canes in that country, 
thofe Trees fupply'd that Liquor, which 
being boil'd up and evaporated, ,turn'd into a 
Kind of Sugar fomewhat browoifb, but very 
good. In the Woods we found a Sort of Garlick, 
not fo !trong as ours, and fmall Onions very like 
ours in Ta!te, and fome Charvel of the fame Re
lifh as that we have, bnt different in the Leaf .. 

The Weather being fomewhat mended, vve · 
imbark'd again and enter'd upon the Lake on 
the 5th of April, keeping to the North Side to 
fhun the Iroquois. We had fome Storms alfo, ~ineto .. 
and faw [welling Waves like thofe of the Sea; nanl({ver. 
but arriv'd fafe the I sth at a River caU'd 0i
netonan,· near a Village whence, the Inhabitants 
depart during the \Vinter Seafon, to go a Hunt-
ing, and refide there all the Summer. 

N l. ThP 
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:Apr. 1688 The Sport is not there as in thofe Countries 
.~ from whence we came; but on the Contrary, 

very poor., and we found Nothing bat fome 
very lean Wild Goats, and even thofe very 
rarely, becaufe the Wolves't which are very nu-* 
merous there, make great Havock of them, 
taking and devouring great Numbers after this 
Manner. 

When the Wolves have difcover'd a Herd 
Eow of Wild Goats, they roufe and feE them a run-
Wolves ning. The Wild Goats never fail to take to 
uuhGoats the 'firft Lake they meet with. The hunting 

Wolves, who are ufed to that, guard the Banks 
carefully, moving along the Edges of them
The poor Goats being pierc'a by the Cold of 
the Lakc,grow weary and fo get out,or elfe the 
River fwelling forces them out with its Waves, 
quite benumm'd,fo 'that they are eafily taken by 
their Enemies, who devour them. We frequent• 
ly faw thofe Wolves watching along the Side 
of the Lake, ·and kept off to avoid frightning 
them, to the End the Wild Goats might 
quit their Sanauary. that we might catch fome 
of them, as it fometimes feU out. 

The 28th, we arriv'd among the Poutouatan .. 
Pou~?ua· nis, which is half Way to lvficilimaquinAy., where 
r~nnt Na· we purchas'd fome Indian Corn for the reft of 
JIO'tlo .. d h f our Voyage. We toun _no News t ere rom 

Montreal, and were forc'd to ftay ~ me Time to 
wait an Opportunity to go down the River. 
No Man daring to venture, becaufe of the 
War with the Iroquois. 

There are fome French Men in that Place, 
H~~ns and four 1efuits, who have a Houfe well built 
~:~ac~ta· with Timber~ inclofed with Stakes and 
N.uions. Palifades. There are- alfo fome Hurons 

and 
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and OutAho~acs, two Neighbouring Nations, M~tt68S 
~~om thofe Fathers take Cart to inftrua, not ~ 
Without very much Trouble, thofe People being 
tiownright Libertines, and there are very often 
none but a few Women in their Churches. 
Thofe Fathers have each of them the Charge 
of inftrutting a Nation, and to that Effea: have 
tranfi.ated the proper Prayer~ into the Language 
pecuhar to each of them, as alfo all other 
Things relating to the Catholick Faith and J:\e-
ligion. 

They offet'd Father .An~tjlaftus and Monfiear 1unet68! 
Cavelier a Room, which they accepted of, and 
we took up our L0dging in a little Hovel fome 
Travellers had made. There we continued the 
reft of May and Part of1une, till after the Feaft 
of Whitfontide. The Natives of the Country 
about,till the Land and fow Indian Corn, Me
lons and Gourds, but they do not thr~ve fo well 
as in the Country we came from. However 
they live on them, and befides they have Filli 
they catch in the Lake, for Flefh is very fcarce 
among th.em. · · 

On the 4th of 'June, there ~rriv'd four Canofs, 
commanded by Monfieur dePorneuf,coming from 
Montreal, and b_ringing Ne-ws fron1 the M,uques 
d' Hennonville, and Orders to fend to the Set
tlements which were towards the Lake des Puans 
and others higher up, towards the Source of 
the River Colbtrt, to know the Pofture and 
Condition of Affairs. We prepar'd to be gone 
with the two Canoes. Moniieur Cavelier bonght 
another, to carry our Baggage, and lefl .Part 
of his Furs with a Merchant, who gave htm a 
Note to receive Money at Montreal. I did the 
fame with thofe few Furs I had, the reft of them 
having beeuleft at ~cilimaquin~ZJ.~. .V:/~ 
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:fuly t68S We took Leave of the 'Je{uits, and fe out iQ 
t../'V') four Canoes, viz... two belonging to Monfieur ae 

Porneuf, and two to Monfieur Cavelier, one of 
which had been brought from Fort Lewis, and 
the other bought, as I have juft now faid, vve 
being twenty nine of us in thofe four Canoes. 
We row'd on till the 24th, when Monfieur 
de Porneuf left us to go to ~t. Mary's Fall, to 
carry the Orders given him. The 25th, we got 

IOinois out <>f the Lake of the ljlinoi.s, to enter that of 
and Hu· the Hurons, on the Banks where&f ftands the 

· rons. Village, call'd Tejfalon, where Monfieur de Por
neuf came again to us, with a Canoe of 
the Nativ~, and with him we held on our 
Way. 

French We proceeded to Chebonany the 30th of ']rm1~ 
~it·e-r. and the 3d of 'July, enter'd the Frtnch 'River, 

where we were forc'd feveral Times to carry 
cur Canoes to avoid the Falls and the rapid 
Streams, obferving as we went a barren and 
dry Country, full of Rocks, on which tliere 
grew Cedars and Fir Trees, which take Root 
in the Clefts of. thofe Rocks. 

Nipicin· The 5th, we enter'd upon the little Lake of 
gu ~ Lake. Nipicingue, adjoining to a Nation of that Name. 

We go£ out of it again and -enter'd upon the 
great River, where, after llaving pafs'd the 

· great Fall, we arriv'd the 13th, at the Point of 
~he IOand of MontreAl. We landed at a Vil

.Arrival4t lage cal1'd la Chine, which had belong'd to the 
.. :Montreal late Monfr de la Sale. Monfr. Cavtlier fe£ out 

the I 4th, for !Yfontreal, where we came to him 
the 17th. 

,/• 
' · ' 

· At Montreal we found the Marques d.' Hen
,1 nvill~, Monfieur d1 Noroy the Intendant and 

' other 
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~ her Gentlemen, to whom we gave an Account Atlg.r68 

of-our long and painful Travels, with the Par-~ 

ticulars of what we had feen, which they~ lift-

ned to with Satisfacrion, bot Without mention-

ing Monfieur de la Sale's DeatH. We told them .. 

the Occafion of 'our going over into Fr•nce, 

and they approv'd of it, being of Opinion witli 

us, that we ought to haften our Departure as 
much as poffible. '· 

We made us fome Cl oaths, · wHereof we ftood 

in Need •. lfhe Sieur Teiffier, who came along 

with us, and was of the Refonn'd Religion, 

knowing the Exercife of it was forbid in 

FrAtzce, abjur'd it in the great Church of Mon

treal. 
The 27tli, we went aboard a Bark to go down Arrival d . 

the River 'o ~ebec, where we arriv'd the 29th, ~ebe~ 

, Father AnaftAfiiu carry'd us to the Monaftery 

o.f the Fathers of his Order, fe~ted half a · 

League from the Town, on a little River, 

where we were mpft kindly receiv'd by the Fa"!' 

ther Guardian and the other Religious Men, 

who ex:prefs'd much Joy to fee ns, and we ftill 

J110re for being in a Place of Safety, after fo 

many Perils and Toils, for which we return'd 

our humble Thanks to Almighty God, our Pro· 

tector. 
We chofe rather to take up our Lodging 

there than in the 'fown, to avoid the Vifits 

and troublefome Queftions every one vvould 

be putting to us with much Importunity, whic 

vve muft have been oblig'd to bear patiently. 

Monfieur C~tvelier and his Nephew, vvhom . vve 

had ·left at MontreAl. arriv'd fome Days after 

s, and vvere lodg'd in the Seminar~· 

N+ 
~ . 
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· ug. t688. We ftay'd in l Monaftery tin the 11ft of 

.Augujf, whea we irnbark'd on a large Boar, 
eighteen Perfons Qf as, to go down the River 
.of St. Laurence, a Bo rd a Shipt tha~ was taking 
in and fifhing of Cod. We went a Board it the 

oth of the fame Month, and aftet hearing 
Mafs, made ready and fail'd for our dear 
Country, arriv'd fafe at Rochefle on S11turdav the 
9th of OElober 1688, whence, fet ing out by 

and, the I sth, the fame Providen~e, which 
ad proteaed and condutted us; brougl1t us 

without any Mi!fortune to Roan, h rJ h of OClo-_ 
ber, the fame Year. , 

The Remainder of the LET T ER, written 
by him who revis'J. this JouRNAL, 
t/,e other Part whereof is At the Beginning 
~1 it, this heing the Sequel to the foid 
J o ·u RN A L: 

Note · H R E E feverai Authors have giYen an 
Tb~e ahefe Account of this Voyage; Firfl, Father 
h1.ve writ le Clerk, pon the Relations he had from the 
of thofe Fathers Zenobius and AnAPAfius, Recolets, at 
Paru,,~ut he was himfelf and both of themEye-Witneffes : none ~ • 
Jbis par. Secondly_, The Chevalier Tont,, who was alfo a 
'icular Witnefs to a confiderab]e Part of thofe Adven
rOJ~ge. ~u~es ; And, Laffly, F~~he~ H!n_,nepin, a Fl~m-

~mg, 
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"trling, of the fame Order of the Recolets, has 
done it more largely, he feems to be v.rel1 ac
quainted with the Country, and had a great 
Share in thofe Difcoveries; but the Truth of 
his Relations is much controverted. It was 
he who went to the Northward~ and towards 
he Source of the Mijfijipi, ·hich he calls Meclut-

fiP-i, and who printed, at Paris, an Account of 
the Country about the River, giving it the 
Name of Louifiana. lie ought to have ftopp'd 
there, and not to have gone, as he did, into 
H•llttnd, to fet forth another Edition, ver 
much enlarg'd,and perhaps not fa true, which be. 
dedicated to Wi/liam the Third, Prince of 
Orttnge, and afterwards King of Great Bri
tain. An Action for a Religious Man no lefs 
t"idiculoui than extravagant, not to give it a 
worfe Name ; for after many great and te
dious Encomiums given that Proteftant Prince, 
he exhorts and conjures him to turn his 
Thoughts towards thofe vaft Countries, as 
yet unknown, to conquer them and fend Colo
nies thither, to make known to thofe Savage 

· Nations the true God and his Worfbip, and to 
preach the Gofpel. That good Religious Man 
whom many have falfiy thought, on AccounE 
of that Extravagancy, to have renounc'd his 
Religion, did not confider what he faid, and 
confeqaently has fcandaliz'd the Catholicks, 
and turnifh'd the Hugonots with Matter of 
Laughter;for is i likely)tbat they beingEnemies 
to the Roman- Church, would employ Recolets 
tD go preach t:lP PoperJ,as they call it in CAnad~ ! 
Or would they introduce any other Religion 
than their own? Can Father J/rnnepin be ex· 
~ufeable in this Point 1 In 



:186 Monfieur de Ia SA. L .t's Secoi;d Tl'oyage 
In fine it appears, by aU that· has been. wri 

by thofe feveral .Perfons concerning that En
terprize, that the 1\lurder committed on the 
Perfon of Monfieur de la Sale was the Occafion 
of its mifcarrying; but that which obftruaed. 
the making of fome Provifion in that Cafe was, 
t.he faid Marde s being conceal'd for the Space 
of two Year~, and that the Spaniards of Mexico . 
having been inform'd of all the ·Affair, fent 

~· ,d~ la Men, who carry'd off the weak Garrifon Mori
~aa~;ns :;r fieur de la Sale had Iefr: in the Fort built by 
the Spani· him, near the Place of his Landing, before he 
~rds. penetrated into the Country, to find out the 

Mijfijipi. They alfo entirely raz'd that Fort, 
fo that Seven or Eight Years elaps'd, till Mon .. 
fteur de Hiberv1lle, a Gentleman of C~enada, and 
a Petfou of Capacity and Courage, famous for 
bis notable Exploits in Hudfon's Bay and other 
Parts, refolv'd to reaffume and revive that Pro
ject. He c.ame over into France upon that De
fign, and 1nade an Armament about the Year 
1698, fet out and fail'd to the Gulf of Mexico • 

.M. d~ ~i- Being an able Seaman, , he fearch'd alOng the 
~rvdl~e." Coaft fg narrowly, that he found the Mouth 
fo:~~e~ff. f that fatal Mijfifipi and built a Fort on it, 
fifipi. leaving Men t he e, with a good Quantity of· 
· Ammunition and Provifions, and return'd to 

France, intending to go back with a Reinforce
ment, as he did, and having penetrated far into 
the Country, difcover'd feveral Savage Nations, 
and join'd Friendfbip and AHiance with tnem, 
as alfo built another Fort, which he left well 
ftor'd with Men and Nece!farie!, return'd int~ 

'rar1ce; but attempting a third Voyage, he dy'd 
by the Way, and thus, for want of Relief and 

. ~Df~ 
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Support, · that noble Enter prize mifcarry'd 
again. 

But God has now provided for it, and it is 
the Concern of Heaven, for if France is inte
rdted. on Account of ~he Temporal Advan
tages tt expeCts, the Church is fo in like Man
ner, for the Converfion of the Indians it hopes 
will follow~ Accordingly, Providence has taken. · 
the Affair In Hand,. having rais'd the Man, 
who is the fittelt to revive and fupport fo im
portant a Projea. This is Monfieur Croz..~~,t, 
Secretary to the King, a Man of fingular 
Worth, very Intelligent, Well-meaning, and 
prodigi9ufly Rich, who without going out of 
bis Clofe ., has been the Occafion of many no-
table Voyages by Sea, and all of them fuccefs-
ful. To him, his l\t1ajefty, by his Letters Pa-
tent, bearing Date the 14th of Septemb. t 71l.. 
has granted the foie Power to trade and fettle M.1Crozat 
Colonies in. the Countries defcrib'd in this ;~~' ~~0~ 
Journal, _and which are know to us by the nies and 
Name of Louifiana and the River Miffifipi, from tr4d! in 
hence forward to be call'd the River of St. Lewis. Loutfiana.; 
'l"he Grant is made to him for 1 s Years, under 
feveral Conditions mention'd in the faid Let-
ters Patent, which have been made publick. 
· And whereas fuch a Grant cannot fuhfift 
Without atacks, he is a}fo allow'd tO fend a 
Ship to Guinell. te purchafe them. They may 
perhaps find th.ere the famous Black Ani.cg_a, 
Brother to a Ktng of Guinea, whom Captain 
Delbee brought over into France, above Thi~ty 
Years ago. The King was pleas'd to have htm 
Educated, Inll:rueted and Baptiz'd, ~he pauph~n 
being his Goufather; then put h1m Into hts 
Troop of Mufc.lueliers, a.nsl afterwards mh1: 
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hi1:9 a Captain in his ow1t Regiment, where he 
fetv'd Honourably. Being defirous to fee his 
own Coll1rtry again, where he promis'd to pro
mote the French Trade, and the fettling of Mif-

':A. El.tci fioners, his Majefty loaded him with Pre
&red in feats, and order'd a Ship to carry hiftt back 
France . GuineA ; but as foon as he was there, he no Ion
turn~" hrs ger remember'd he had been baptiz'd and ~~~ . ' floms ' • turn'd again as perfect a Black, as he had been • before. A Friend of mine, who was an Officer 

aboard a Ship, and hapned to be on that Coaft 
in the Year 1708, had two or three Interviews 
with that Black, who came aboard him. He 
was a great l\llan in that Country, for his Bro
ther was King. He exprefs'd much Gratitude 
for the Kindnefs that lud been fhewn him in 
France, and was extraordinary Courteous, and 
made great Offers to thofe aboard the Ship, and 
to all fuch of the Nation as would go into 
Guint/1, 

This Naviga n to L~uifiana wil farther pro~ 
cure us a free Refort to ~he two famous Ports 
of the Gulf of Mexico, viz... The Havan~ and 
Yeracruz.., where Strangers did not ufe to be ad
mitted, and which we knew only by their Names 
and their Situation in our Maps~ 

Veracruz The latter of thofe Towns is the Port of 
in New New Spain, at the Bottom of the Bay or Gulf, 
Spaio, in 18 Degrees of North Latitude, Seated in a 

Sandy Plain, encompafs'd with Mountains; he· 
yond which there are Woods and Meadows, 
well Stock'd with Cattle and wild Fowl. The 
Air is very Hot, and not Healthy, when any 
Winds \>low, except the North, which rifes 
commonly once in Eight or Fifteen Days, and 
bolds for Che Space of TwentJ Four Hours, 

- blowi~g. 
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blowing fo h~rd, that there is no going afl10re 
from the Shtps, and then the Cold is very 
piercing. When the Weather is clear ther 
plainly appear, on the Road to Mexico, two 
Mountains riiing above the Clouds, and forty 
L~agues (1\Htant, aU cover'd with Snow. The 
Streets of Yeracruz. are ftreigbt as a Line; the 
Houfes are handfome and regular ; the For
tifications next the Land inconfiderable, but the 
Front of the Town next the Sea forms a 
Semicircle, with a little Fort at each Rnd. 
Direaly before tha Front, a Quarter of a 
League out at Sea, there ftands, on a Spot 
of Ground, inacceffible, by Reafon of the 
Br~aking of the Sea, a ftrong Citadel, well , 
built and furnifhed with all Neceffaries, a good 
Gar if on and · double Batteries of two hundreu 
Piec s of brafs Cannon. Ships cannot anchor 
sny where, but between that Citadel apd the 
Town ; befides that, ii requires feveral Pre· 
cautions, becaufe it is difficult coming to an 
Anchor. 

IV1oft of the nhabitants are Mulattou, that 
is of a tawny dark Colour, who live moft upon 
Chocolate and Sweetmeats, extraordinary fober, 
and eating little Flefb. TheMen are haughty,the 
Women keep retired above Stairs, not ~o be 
feen by Strangers, and feldom going abroad, 
and then in Coaches or Chairs, and thofe who 
cannot reach to it, cover'd with fine filk' Veils, 
which reach from the Crown of their Heads to 
their Feet, leaving only a fmall Opening on 
the Right Side, for them to fee . their w.ay. 
In their own Apartments they wear nothmg 
l>ut a Smock and a filk Petticoat, with gold or 
filver Lace$, witho t any Thing on their :Heads, 
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and their Hair platted with Ribbons, a gold 
Chain a bout their Neck, Bracelets of the fame 
and Pendants of Emeralds in their Ears. They 
could well enough like the Behaviour and Com
pany of the French, but that the jealous Tem
per of the Men obftruas them~ There being a 
Piaure of Philip King of Sp~tin, now reigning. 
aboard the Ship in which my Friend was, who 
gave me this Account, the People fwarm'd a
board to fee it, they were never f.atisfy'd witlt 
gazing at it, and there was a moft magnificent 
Feftival kept in the Town, on Account of the 
Birth of the Prince of Afturias. 

They underftand Trade very well, but are 
floathful and averfe to Labour, fond of State 
and Eafe. They wear great Strings of Heads 
abou.t their Necks, their Houfes are full of Pie .. 
tures and Images of Devotion, decently 

· furnilh'd wiLh Purceline and China Goods. 
;The Churches are magnificently adorned 
with Plate •. 
· . All Strangers are forbid Trading there, yet 
fome come by Stealth and deal Underhand, 
by Means of Prefents made to fuch Perfons 
as can favour them. If thofe Mulattoes call 
themfelves white,it is only to honour themfelves 
and by Way of DiftinB:iort from their Slaves, 
who are all Blacks, and having got much Mony 
by their Labour, ranfome themfelves and fame
times become confiderable Merchants. 

The City of Mexico, Capital of the Country 
and the Refidence of the Vice-roy, is about 
eighty Leagues diltant from Veracruz.., to the 
\Veftward, the Way to it very bad and ill 
furnifh'd with Provifions. That Country 
would be better in. fome Parts, were it well 

cultivated 
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cultivated by the Inhabitant • They fow but 
~itUe of our Wheat, and are fatisficd with Indi11n 

Corn and C;t.jfabi Root, whereof they make 
eakes, as is prattis'd in the Iilands. Their 
Trees and Fruits are the fame as in other hot 
Countries. About the :Yawn of Veracruz., there 
are Bufbes of a Sort of Thorn, without Leaves~ 
among which grows an extraordinary Plant; 
for tho' it l:ias but a fmall Stern, it fhoots out 
Leaves of a Cabbage Green, as thick as a Man' 
Finger~ which grow out, one at the End of a no .. 
ther, in the Shape of a Racket, and the Plant 
itfelf is fo call'd. From thofe Leaves there 
grows out a Sort of red Fig~, very juicy, with 
Seeds like thofe of the Pomgranate; the Juice 
is of a Violet Colour, but unfavoury. There 
is a Sort of Flies that cleave to it and 
are fo fond of the Tafte of the Fruit, · that 
they burft and· drop down dead. They are 

carefully gather'd and dry'd, and are the Scar-
·Iet Dye, call'd Cocbinilla, which is broi1gbt 
into Europe, and makes that beautiful Co· 
loar. The Birds aud Beafts are much the fame 
as in other Countries of America. There is a 
Sort of Bird, all red, which for that Reafon is ,. 
call'd the Cardinal ; this they often tame and 
teach to fing like a Can11ry Bird. This is 
what I have beep told concerning the Town of 
Yeracruz.. 

As for the Havana, a Town and Port no 
lefs famous, in the Ifiand of Cuba, belonging a~ Hav~na': 
well as tbe other to the Crown of Spain, it ftands 
towards the ~'eftern End, and on the North 
Side of that Iiland, almoft under the Tropick 
of Canctr, and about four or five hundred Leagues 
on this Side of Veracruz.. It is l:.iige and beauti-
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ful ; the Port good, fecur'd hfi two Forts on 
the two Sides, and ' Brafs Guns, from twenty; 
four to thirty fix Pounders, the Entrance fo nar
~ow, that only one Vefiel can go in ar once. 
The Town is encompafs'd by a g od WaU, for.:. 
tify'd with five Baftions, furnifh'd with Cannotf.' 
The Streets are all as ftrait as a Line, and level, 
the Houfes very handfome, but ill fnrni.fh'd. I 
the Midft of it is a fine Square, the Buildings 
bout all uniform. The Churches are magnifi

cent, and enrich'd with Gold and Silver, Lamps. 
Candlefticks, and Ornaments for the Altars. 
There are fome L-ainps ClJrioufly wrought, 
which weigh two hundred Marks of Silver11 
each Mark being half a Pound. The Reve~ 
nue of the Bifhoprick amounts to fifty thou
fand Crowns, tnd he who eajoy'd it in the . 
Year 1703, as I was inform'd by my Friend, 
who gave me this Account of what he had feen, 
was the greatefi; Ornament of that City, for his 
Virtues and Charity, being fatisfy'd with Ne
ceffaries, and fpending all the reft upon the 
Poor, and .,in repairing decay'd Churches. Tho' 
Strangers are prohibited to trade there, yet 
it is eafier carried on than atYtracru:<:.. The In ... 
habitants are more fam"liar; the Women have 
more Liberty, yet they do not go Abroad with
out their Veils to wrap and hide them. Many 
of them fpeak French, a·ud drefs after the French 
Fafuion. and fome of our Nation have fetded 
themfelves there. When my Friend was there, 
a magnificent Feftival was celebrated for fif
teen Days fucceffively, in Honour of K. Philip 
the Fifth, and Monfieur du C4jfo being ;hen 
there, with his Squadron, the City defir'd him 
to join with them~ To that Pur ofe, he fet 
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afltore five hundred Men, who perform'd the, 
1\lartial Exercife in the great Square, which 
was much ad mir,d. The Havana is the Place, 
where the Galeons meet. Provifions are dear 
there, efpecially Bread ; but the Wine is not, 
tho' it is good. Fi1h and Fleih there, are un• 
favory. The Inhabitants are Spaniards. 

We have thought fit to defcribe thofe two 
famous Ports of the Bay of Mexic6, as weiJ be
caufe it has not been fo exaftly done before, as 
in Regard that the Settlement which is going 
to be made in Louifiana, may h3ve fome De
pendance on them ; for the Hav~tna lying in the 
Way, thofe who perfonn the Voyage may have 
the Conveniency of taking in Refrefhments 
there, of putting in for Shelter in foul Wea
ther, and of careening or refitting. As for the 
Veracruz., tho' farther out of the Way, the 
Correfpondence- there may be advaGtagious for 
the Securing of the Colony of Louifiana.; 

But how can that fail of fucceeding, under 
the Conduct of Monfieur Croz..11t, who has the 
Charge of thlt Enterprize, and whom Provi-
dence feems to have in a Manner ingag'd to ad-
vance in Wealth and Honour, to the Amaze~ 
ment of the World, and yet free from Envy. 
from Jealoufy, and from any Sort of Complaints. 
Ther is therefore no Reafon to prefage other.,. 
wife than well of the Event of this Affair; the 
Bleffings God has pour'd down. upon all ~is 
former Undertakings, feem to be a Secunty 
for what is to follow. There is Reafon to hope 
for frill greater Bleffings on this Project of a 
Settlement in Louifiana, as being equally ad van 
tagious to Religion and the State ; fo~ the pro
pagating of the Knowledge and Service of God 
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among an infinite Number of Savages, by Means 
of the Miffioners, who are to be fent to and 
tnaintain'd in thofe vafi: Countries ; the Plant
ing of the Faith in that new World, only the 
Name whereof is known to us, and the Redu
cing of it to be a Chriftian 'and ~French Province, 
under the Dominion of our Auguft l.Vlonarch, 
and to the eternal Memory ofhis Reign, will 
be the Confequences and the Fruits of Monfieur 
Cro:z:...at's Care and Expence, the Glory of his 
Enterprize, the Security of the large Fortune 
he has made in this Life, and what is rare a
mong fuch rich Men, the Earneft of much bet-· 
ter in the Next. Heaven grant our Hopes and 
\Vilbes may be anfwer'd. 

The Letters Patent granted by the 
France to M. Crozat. 

0 V Is, by the Grace of God, King of 
France and Navarre. : To all who fi1aU 

fee thefe prefent Letters, Greeting. The 
Care we have always haa to procure the Wel
fue and Advantage of our Subjetls having in
duced us, notwithftandiog the almoft continual 
Wars which we have been obliged to fupport 
from the Beginning of our Reign, to feek 
for all pofiible Opportunities of enlarging 
and extending the Trade of our American 
Colonies, w~ Ilia ~n. thr.-r:t~r ~_68,3 give OJIT Orilers 

to 
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to underta~e a Di(cove;:y of the Cozmtties a.ttd 
Lands whzch are fituated in the Nothtrn Ptlrt of 
America, between ... ew ·ranee and New Mext• 
eo : Anti. the Sieur de la S de to whom we 
committed that Enterpriz..e, ,IJa;ing htfd Succefs 
tnough to confirm a .Belie} that a Crnnmunication 
might be {ettled from New France to the Gulph 
of Mexico by Means of large Rivers ; This 
obliged us immediately After the Peace ofRy fwick 
to give Orders for the e/fablij11ing a Colony there, 
and maint4ining a Garrifon which has kept and 
preferved the Pofl·emon., we had tlkcn in the 
very Year 1683 of the Lands, Coajis and lfltJtnds 
which are Jituated in the Gulph of lt-fex :co, between 
Carolma on the Eaft, and 014 and New Mexico on 
the Weft. But a new \Var having broke our: 
in Europe lhortly after., there was no Poffibility, 
till now, of reaping from that new Colony 
the Advantages that mi~ht have been expeB:ed 
from thence, becaufe th-e private lVIen, who 
are concerned in the Sea Trade, were all under • 
Engagements with other Colonies, which they 
have been obliged to follow: And whereas upon 
the Information we have received concerning 
the Difi.,ofition and Situation of the faid Coun ... 
tries known at prefent by the Name of the 
Province of Louifiana., we are of Opinion that 
ther may be eftahlifhed therein a confiderable 
Commerce, fo much the more advantageous to 
our Kingdom in ·chat there has hitherto been a 
Neceffity of fetching from For igners the 
greateft Part of the Commodities which may 
be brought from thence, and bc~aufe in ~x
cliange thereof we need carry thtther nothh g 
but Commodities of the Growth and Manu ... 
faCl:ure of our own Kingdom ; we have refolv ... 
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cd to grant the Commerce of the Country of 
Louiflana to the Sieur .Authony Croz..at our Coun· 
cel1or, Secretary of t 1e Houihold, Crown and 
Revenue, to whom we entruft the Execution 
of this Projett. We are the n1ore readily 
inclined hereunto, becaufe his Zeal and the 
fingular Knowledge he has acquired in maritime 
Commerce, encourage us to hope for as good 
5uccefs as he has hitherto bad in the divers and 
fundry Enterprizes he has gone upon, and 
which have procured to our Kingdom great 
Quantities of Gold and Silver in fuch Conjun- · 
aures as have rendred them very welcome to 
us. 

FOR THESE REASONS being defirous to 
fhew our Favour to him, and to regulate the 
Conditions upon which we mean to grant him 
the faid Commerce, after having deliberated 
this Affair in our Council, Of our certain 
Knowledge, full Power and Royal Authority, 
We by thefe Prefents, figned by our Hand, 
have appointed and do appoint the faid 
Sieur Croz..at fclely to carry on 11 Trade in all the 
Lands poffeffed by Us, and bounded by New 
Mexico, and by the Lands of the Englilh of 
Carolina, all the Eftabli,PJmtnt, Ports, Havens, 
Rivers, and principally the Port and Haven of the 
1/le Dauphine, beretofore railed M affacr ; the 
River of St. Lewis,heretofore called Miffifipi, from 
the Edge of the s~a as far as the Illinois ; to
gether with the River of Sr.Philip, heretofore ea/fed 
the MHfourys, llnd of St. Jerome, heretofore called 
Ovab1che, with all the Countriu, Territories, 
Lakes witbin Land, ~tnd the Rivers which fall di
reClly or indir:Elly t·nttJ that P11rt of the River of 
St. Lewis. 

~HE 
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The A R T I C L E S. 

I. Our Pleafure is, that all the . aforefaid 
Lands, Countries Streams, Rivers and Hlands 
be and rem_ain comprifed under the Name of 
The Government of Loui!iana, which jlJ6J!l be 
dependAnt upon the Gene1·al Go7.1ernment of 1Vew 
France, o which it is fubordinate; and further., 
hat all the Lands which we poilefs from the 

Iflinois be united., fo far as Occa fion requires, 
to the General Government of New France, and 
become Part thereof, referving. however to 
Ourfelves the Liberty of en]arging as We fuaH 
think fit the Extent of the Government of the 
faid Country of Louifi.:m~. 

ll. We grant to the fald Sieur Cro~at for 
Fifteen fucceffive Years, to be reckon'd from 
the Day of Inrolling thefe prefents, a Right 
and Power to tranfport atl Sorts of Goods and 
Merchandize from France into the fa id Countrv 
ot Louifiana, and to traffick thither as he 
fhall think fit. We forbid all and every Perfon 
and Perfons, Company and Companies of what: 
Qltality or Condition foever, ~nd under any 
Pretence \\'hatever, to trade thither, . und:. r 
Penalty of Confifcation of Goods, Ships, and 
other 1nore fevere Punifhments, as Occafion 
.fhall require ; for this Purpofe we order our 
Governours and other Officers commanding O'•r 

roops in the faidCountry forcibly tp aber, aid 
and ailift the Directors and Agents of the fa id 
Si:ur Croz...1tt. 

Ill. We permit him to fearch for, op_ t. and 
dig all Sorts of Mines, Veins and l'1lu ·orals 
hroughout the whole Extent of the faid : on

try of Louijiana, and to tranfport .the Pt ofi_ts 
tbereof into any l:'ort of France dunng .the f:1_1<:l 
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Fifteen Years ; and we grant ia Perpetuity to 
I-dm, his Heirs, and others claiming under him 
or them, the Property of, in and to the Mines, 
Veins and Minerals which he lhall bring to 
bear, paying us, in Lieu of al1 Claim, the Fifth 
Part of the Gold and Silver which the faid 
Sieur Croz..at fhall caufe to be tranfported to 
France at his own Charges into w bat Port he 
})leafes, (of which Fifth we will run the Rifque 
of the Sea and of W<ir,) and the Tenth Part 
of what Effects he fhali draw from the other 
l\·1 ine~, Veins and Minerals, which Tenth he 
{hall transfer. and convey to our l\r1agazines in 
the f:1id Count~y of Louijiana. 

Ve likewife permit him to fearch for predous 
utones and P.earls, paying us r he Fifth Part 
iu the fame Manner as is mention'd for the 
Gold and Silver. 

vVe will that the fa id Sieur Croz..at, his Heirs, 
or thofe claiming under him or them the perpe
tuJ 1 Right, lha ll forfeit the Propriety of the 
faid Mines, Veins and Minerals, if they 
difcontin11e the Work during three Years, and 
that iu fuch Cafe the faid Mines, Vein and 
.l\11inerals ffiall be fully reunited to our Domaine, . 
by Virtue of this prefent Article, w~thout the 
Formality of. any Procefs of Law, but only an 
Ordinance of Re-union from the Subdelegate 
of the Intendant of New France, who fuall be 
in the faid Country, nor do we mean that the 
fa id Penalty of Forfeiture in Default of work
ing for three Years, be reputed a Comminatory 
Penalty. 

IV. The faid Sieur Croz..at may vend all fuch 
l\'lerchandize, Goods, Wares, Commodities, 
Arms, ~nd Ammunition as he 1ball have caufed 

to 
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to be tranfported into the faid Country and 
Government of Louifian~e,as well to the French, as 
Sa .. lllges who are or fball be there fetled · 

' nor fhall any Perfon or Perfons under any 
~~ete~ce wha~foever be capable of doing the 
hKe wuhout h1s Lea 'le expreffed in WritinCJ. 

V. He may purchafe iu the faid Co·~try 
all Sorts of Furs, Skins, Leather, Wool ,: 
and otber Commodities and Eff~ cts of the fa id 
Country, and tranfport them to France during 
the fai Fifteen Years: And as our Intention 
is to favour, . as. much as we can, our In ha bi
tants of New France, and to hinder the Le[
fening of their Trade, we forbid him Traffick
ing for CaG:or in the faid Country under any 
Pretence whatfoever ; nor to Convey ar.y from 
thence into our Kingdom or Foreign Countri(!s. 

VI. We Grant to the Sieur Cro.z.at,his Heirs or 
thofe claiming under him or ·th.em, the Property 
of, in and to all Settlements and Manufactories 
which he fhall ereCl: or fet up in the faid Coun
try for Silk, Indigo, Wooll, Leather, Mine , 
Veins and Miner.als,as likewife the Property of~ 
in and to the Lands which he fhall caufe to be 
Cultivated, with the Manfions, Mills, and 
StruB:ures which he fhall caufe to be built there
on, taking Grants thereof from Us, w hicli 
Grants he {ball obtain upon the VerbJl Proce~ 
ana Opinion of our Governor and of the Sub
delegate of the Intendant cf NetTJ Fran~• · rr tti 
faid G:ountry, to be by liim Reported unto Us. 

We will that the faid Sieur Cro:z:.at, his Heirs, 
or thofe chiming under him or them, fuJ!l keep 
in Repair the faid Settlements, Ivbnufat:tu~es, 
Lands and Mills ; and in Default the eof dunng 
the Space of three Year$1 h and they fua_t 
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Forfeit the fame, and the faid Settlements; 
Manufactories, Lands and Mills 1baU be Re
united to our Domaine fully and amply, and 
in the fame Manner as ic; Inentioned above in 
the Third Article concerning the Mines, Veins 
and Minerals. · 

VII. Our Edi(ts. Ordinances and Cuftoms, 
and the Ufa ges of the Mayoralty and Shree• 
valty of Paris, JbaU be obferved for Laws and 
Cu!toms in the fa id Country of LDuiflana. 

VIII· The faid Sieur Croz..11t lhall be oblig'd t9 
fend to the faid Country of Louijiat~a Two 
Shi ps e\'cry Year, which be fhall caufe to fet out 
·n the proper Seafon, in each of which Ships he • 
fhall caufe to be imbuk'd, without paying any 
Freight., 2 5 Tun of ViCtuals, Effects, and necef .. 
fary ·Ammunition, for the Maintenance of the 
Garrifon and Forts of the Louifiana ; and in 
Cafe we fhould caufe to be laden above the faid 
:t 5 Tun in each Ship, we confent to pay the 
Freight to the fa id Sieur Cro~at,~at the common 
1\tlerchantile Rates. 1 

He fhall be oblig'd to convey our Officers of 
Louifiana in the Ships which he fua{) fend 
t hither, and to, furnifh them with Subfiftance 
and a Captain's Table for 30 Sols per Day, 
wh ich we will caufe to be paid for each. 

He fhall likewife g.ive Paffage in the faid Ships, 
t o the Soldiers, which we fhal1 pleafe to fend to 
the fai~ Country ; and we wil1 caufe the ne ... 
ceffary Provifions for their Subfiftance to be 
furnifb'd to him, or win · pay him for them at 
the fame Price as is paid to the Purveyor-Gene
ral of our Marine. 

He fha 11 be furthermore oblig'd to fend on 
~oard each Ship, w hkh he Jhall cau(F to fet ou£ 
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for tbe f: id Country, Ten young Men or Wo-
m n, at his own E.let!ion. 

IX. We will caufe to be deliver'd out of our 
Magazines to the fa id Sieur Croz..at, 1 oooo 
Weight of Gunpo rvder every Year, which h 
fhall pay us for at the Price that it fhall coft 
us, and this for fo long Time as the prefent 
Privilege fha l1 laft. 

X. '"fihe Wares ar.d Merchandize which the 
fa id Sieur Croz..at fuall confign to the faid Coun
try of Lififiana fila ll be exempt from all Duties 
of Exportation, laid or to be laid, on Condition, 
that his Dit ettors, Deputies or Clerks, fhall en
gage to give within the Space of a Year, to be 
reckon'd from the Date thereof, a Certificate of 
their Unlading in the faid Countty of Lou
ifiana; under Penalty, in Cafe {)f Contraven
tion, to pay the Quadruple of the Duties, re
fcrving to our felves the Power of giving him 
a longer Refpite in fuch Cafes and Occurrences 
as we iliall think proper. 

XI. And as for the Goods and Merchandize, 
which tlie Sieur Cro:r..at fhall caufe to be brought 
from he faid Country of Louifiana, and up
on his Account, into the Ports of our Kingdom, 
and fh il afterwards caufe to be tranfported 
into Foreign Countries, they fnall pay no Do
ties either of Importation or Exportation~ and 
1ha11 be depofited in tlie Cuftom-Houfe, Ware ... 
houfes of Ports where they ihall arrive, until 
they be taken away ., and when the Deputies . 
and Clerks of the faid Sieur Croz.at 1bal1 be 
minded to cauft! them 'to be tranfported in
Foreign Countries, eith~r by Se~ or La~d, 
t~ey fball be oblig'd to gtvc ~e.cunty to bnng 
within a 'ertain Tim"", a Certificate from the 
· laft 
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laft Office, containing what they "Exported 
there, and another Certificate of their un
lading in Foreign Countries. 

XIT. In Cafe the faid Sieur Croz.lit be obliged, 
for the furtherance of his Commerce to fetch 
from Foreign Countries fome Goods and Mer
ch.Jndize o(-Foreigrl Manufacrure, in order to 
T R A N S P 0 R T them into the faia Coun
try of !Louifiana. He fbalJ make Us ~c
quainted therewith, and lay before Us States 

. thereof ; upon which wr, if we thi fit, will 
Grant him our Patiticular Permiffion with Ex
emptions from all Duties of Importation and 
Exportation, Provi eel the faid Goods and 
lVlerchandize be Depofitcd afterwards in our 
Cufrom-ho·ure Ware-houfes until they be Laden. 
in the Ships of the faid Sieur Croz..at, who fhall 
be obliged to- bring in one lYear, to be reckoned 
from the Day of the 0Jte hereof, a Certificate 
cf their unlading in the f,~id Country of 
Louifiana, under · Penalty, in Cafe of Contra
vention, to pay quadr_uple the Duties: Re
iCrviog to our felves, in like Manner, the ~i
herty of granting to the faid Sieur Cruz..at, a 
a longer Refpite, if it be neceffary. 

XII I. The Fcluccaes, Canoes, and otherVef
fels belonging to us, and which are in the faid 
Country of Louijittna,lliall ferve for loading, un
loJding and traofporting the EffeB:s of the faid 
Sieur Cro:z...at, who lball be bound to keep diem 
in good Condition, and after the Expiration of 
the faid Fifteen Years fhall reftore them, or a 
like Number of equal Bulk and Goodnefs, to 
our Governor in tl:e f~id Country. 

XLV. lf tor the Cultures and Plantations 
which the faid Sieur Cro~at is miudcd to make 

l]e 
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he finds it proper to have Blacks in the f<iid 
Gountry of the Louift:ma, he may fend a Ship 
every Ye'Jr to trade for th m diretl:ly upon the 
Coaft of Guinea, taking Permiffion from the 
Guinea Compa~1y fo to do, be may fell thofe 
Blacks, to the Inhabitants of the Colony of 
Louifiima; and :We forbid all other Companies 
and Perfons whatfoever, under any Pretence 
whatfoever, to introduce Bbcks .or: Traffick 
for them in the faid Country, nor fhal! the fai4 
Situr Croz..at carry any Blacks clfe where. 

XV. He lhall not fend any Ships int0 the 
faid Country of Louijiana but direttly from 
France, and he fhall Caufe the fai<l Ships to Re
tur;n thither again; the whole under Pain of 
Confifcation and Forfietmre ofthe Prefent Pri· 
viledge. 

:XVl. T H E faid Sieur Croz.at lhal1 he o
bliged, after the Expiration of the ·firft nine 
Years of this Grant, to Pay the 0fficers and 
the Garrifon which fhall be in the faid Country 
During the Six h lt Years of the C0n ti nuance 
of this Prefent Priviledge: The faid Sieur Croz.,at 
may in hat Time propofe and nominate the 
Officers, as Vacancies fiulf fall, and fuch Of .. 
ficers, fhall be Confirmed by us, if we a .t prpve 
of them. 
Given at FONT AINBLE~V the Fourteenth 
Day of September in the Year of Gra~e 17 l 2. 

And of Our R ign the 7oth. 

SIGNED LOVJS 
By the KING 

EH EL 1 P EAV j '., c-.·c. · 

Regifter\J at p A 1{) Sin the Parliameor, t 1e Four 
and Twentieth of September, 1712. 
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