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PREFACE 
0 F THE 

E D I T 0 R. 

I CouLD have left this volume without 
preface, was it not for fome circum

fiances, which I am going to mention. 

THE author of this account of North
America is a Swede, and therefore feems 
always to iliew a peculiar way of thinking 
in regard to the Englijh in general, and in re
gard to the firfi: proprietors and inhabitants 
of P hz'ladelphz'a in particular. . The French, 
the natural enemies of the Englijh, have, 
for upwards of a century, been the allies of 
the Swedes, ·who therefore are in general 
more fond of them than of the Englijh. 
The external politenefs of the French in 

a 2 Canada 
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Canada fully captivated our author, pre..: 
j udiced him in their favour, and alienated 
pis mind, though unjufi:Iy, from the Eng
lijh. I have therefore now and then, in 
remarks, been obliged to do the Englijh 
j ufiice, efpeciall y when I faw the author 

• carried away either by prejudice, rnifinfor
mation, or ignorance. He patTed almoft 
all the winter, between 1748 and 1749, 
at Raccoon, and converfed there with his 
countrymen ; when he came to Phila
delphia he likewife was in the company of 
the Swedes fettled there : thefe, no doubt, 
furnilhed him with many partial and dif
ingenuous accounts of the Eng!ijh, and 
gave his mind that unfavourable biafs 
which he fo often difplays in prejudice of 
a. nation, no\v at the head of the en
lightened world, in regard to every reli
gious, moral, and focial virtue. The 
author frequently feerns to thro-.,v an illi
beral reflection on the firfi proprietors of 
Penjjlva;zia, and the quakers ; though they 
got that province not by force, but by a 
charter from the Englijh govcrntnent, to 
w·hom the Swedes gave it up by virtue of 
a public treaty. Pron1pted by .fuch falfe 

infi-
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infinuations of his countrymen, he like
\vife enters very n)inutely into the cir
cumfiances of the Swedes, and often omits, 
or mifreprefents, more important points, 
relative to the legiflator and father of Pen-

Jjlvania, William Penn, who gave that 
province exifience, laws, and reputation. 
The accounts in the firfi: Volume, p. 3 2 

and 33, 37, -+2 and 46, feem to be found
ed on fuch n1ifreprefentations. A philo-
Jopber lhould examine fuch accounts, hear 
both partit:s, and emancipate himfelf from / 
narrownefs of mind and prejudice. 

THE author, however, often does jufiice 
to the excellent confiitution of Penjjlvania, 
as may be feen Vol. I. p. 58, 59· and 
like wife pag. 270, 27 I. 

THE author fpeaks of Jlones attracting 
the m?ijlureifthe air; fee Vol. I. p. 35; this 
is fornewhat unphilofophica1ly expreffed. 
No fione attraCts the moifiure of the air, 
unlefs impregnated with faline particles; 
hovvever, when the fiones arc colder than 
the atrnofphere, they then condenfe the 
moifture of the air on their furface : the 

porou$ 
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porous ftones abforb it immediately, but 
thofe of a more folid texture, as marbles, 
&c. keep it on their furface till it evapo
rates. 

PAGE 36. The author reprefents the 
white cedar-wood as almofr entirely de-
jlrfJyed; though at prefent, above twenty 
vears after his account, it is frill ufed in 
" Pelifylvania, and quantities of it to be had, 
fuHicient both for borne confutnption, and 
exportation to the W tft-India ifiands. 

PAGE 48. The river Delaware is called 
one of the greatifl rivers in the world; 
here, I fuppofe, the author forgot a great 
n~any its fuperiors. 

FoR the tenor of the above remarks I 
atn indebted to a worthy friend and bene
faCtor. 

To the Errata of the firfi Volun1e mufi 
be referred the following : page 1 17, note, 
line 5, eajible, read,feajible. P. 247, line 
3 and 4, forty flven, read, flventy four. 
P. 298, line I 3, Originals, read, Orignab. 

A 
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A woRn more I muft add about t e 

American Fauna and Flora, which I pro
mifed in my propoGtls. The author, 
who, as far as I know, is fiill living, 
has not yet fini!hed this work ; thefe 
three volumes contain all that he has hi
therto publiilied relative to America; the 
journal of a whole year's travelling, and 
efpecially his expedition to the Iroquefl, 
and fort Niagara, are frill to come; which, 
as foon as they appear, if Providence fpares 
my life and health, and if my fituation 
allows of it, I will tranflate into Englijh; and 
there are fame hopes of obtaining the 
original fron1 the author. He likewife 
often promife.s, jn the courfe of this work, 
to publifh a great Latin work, concerning 
the animals and plants of North-America, 
as far as he went through it ; which would 
certainly make the fmall catalogue I could 
make, ufe]efs. It is likewife probable that 
the defcription of the animal kingdom 
will fall to the lhare of an abler pen than 
mtne. 

I HERE take the opportunity of return
inf my humble thanks to my friends, 

who 
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who have generoufly promoted this pub
lication; as without this public manner 
of acknov;.ledging their favours, I would 
think myfelf guilty of ingratitude, which, 
in my opinion, is one of the moft de
teftable vices. 

London, 
F#Jr. the 15th, 1771. 

PETER 
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T RA V EL So 

Yuly the Ifl:. 1749· 

T day break we got up, and rowed 
a good while before we got to the 
place where we left the true road .. 

The country which we paffed was the 
poorell: and moft difagreeable imaginable. 
We faw nothing but a row of amazing 
high mountains covered with woods, fieep 
and djrty on their fides; fo that we found it 
difficult to get to a dry place, in order to 
land and b0il our dinner. In many places the 
ground, which was very fmooth, was under 
water, and looked like the fides of our Swedijh 
rnoraffes which are intended to be drained ; 
for this reafon the Dutch in Albany call 
thefe parts the Drowned Lands.* Some of 

~ Dt 'fltrtlronkme lam/m. 

VoL. III. A the 
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the mountains run from S. S. W. to N. N.E. 
and when they come to the river, they 
form perpendicular iliores, and are full of 
fiones of different magnitudes. The river 
runs for the diftance of fame miles together 
from fouth to north. 

THE wind blew north all day, and made 
it very hard work for u·s to get forwards, 
though we all rowed as hard as we could, 
for our provifions were eaten to-day at 
breakfaft. The river was frequently an 
Eng!ijh mile and more broad, then it be
came narrow again, and fo on alternately ; 
but upon the whole it kept a good breadth, 
and was furrounded on both fides by high 
n1ountains. 

ABouT fix o'clock in the evening, we 
arrived at a point of land, about twelve 
Englijh miles from Fort St. Frederic. Be
hind this point the river is converted into 
a fpacious bay; and as the wind il:ill kept 
blowing pretty firong fre1n the north, it 
was impoffible for us to get forwards, 
:fince we were extremely weak. We were 
therefore obliged to pats the night here, in 
fpite of the remon)lrances of our hungry 
:fiomachs. 

IT is to be attributed to the peculiar 
grace of God tov\rards us that we met the 
above mentioned FrenchJJJel'J on our journey,. 

a ad 



Between the For is Anne and St. Frederz~. 3 

and that they gave us leave to ~take one of 
their bark boats. It feldom h1ppens once 
in three years, that the French go this road 
to Albany; for they commonly pafs over 
the lake St. Sacrement, or, as the Englijh 
call it, lake George, which is the nearer and 
better road~ and every body Wondered why 
they took this troublefome one. If we 
had not got their large firong boat, and been 
obliged to keep that which we had n1ade, 
we would in all probability have been very 
ill off; for to venture upon the great bay 
during the leafi: \Vind with fo wretched a 
veffel, would have been a great piece of 
temerity~ and we lhould have beeh in 
danger of being ftarved if we had waited 
for a calm. For being without fire-armsj 
and thefe deferts having but few quadrupeds, 
we muft have fubfifted upon frogs and fnakes, 
w hi eh, (efpecially the latter) abound in thefe 
parts. I can never think of this journey~ with
out reverently ackno\vledging the peculiar 
care and providence of the merciful Creator. 

July the 2d. EARLy this morning we 

fet out on our journey again; it being moon
fhine and calm, and we feared left the 
wind lhould change and become unfavour
able to us if we ftopped any longer. We 
all rowed as hard as poffible, and happily 
Qrrived about eight in the morning at Fort. 

A 2 Sr. 
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St. Frederic, which the Englijh call Crown 
Point. Monfieur LZ!fignan, the governor, 
received us very politely. l-Ie was about 
fifty years old, well acquainted with polite 
literature, and had n1ade feveral journies in
to this country, by which he had acquired 
an exaCt knowledge of feveral things relative 
to its ftate. 

I wAS informed that during the whole 
of this fummer, a continual drought had 
been here, and that they had not had any 
rain fince laft fpring. The exceffive heat 
had retarded the growth of plants; and on 
all dry hills the grafs, and a vaft number of 
plants, were quite dried up; the fmall trees, 
which grew near rocks, heated by the fun, 
had withered leaves, and the corn in the 
fitlds bore a very wretched afpetl. The 
wheat had not yet ea red, nor were the peafe 
in bloffoms. 'I'he ground was full of wide 
and deep cracks, in which the little fnakes 
retired ~nd hid themfel ves when purfued, 
as into an impregnable afylum. 

THE country hereabout, it is faid, con
tains vaft forefts of firs of the white, black, 
and red kind, which had been formerly frill 
more extenfive. One of the chief reafons of 
their decreafe are, the numerous fires which 
happen eve>ry year in the woods, through 
the carele.fineis of the Indians, who fre-

quently 



Fort St. Predert'c. s 
quently make great fires when they are 
hunting, which fpread over the fir woods 
when every thing is dry. 

GREAT efforts are made here for the 
advancement of Natural Hijlory, and there 
are few places in the world where fuch good 
regulations are made for this ufeful purpofe, 
all which js chiefly owing to the care and 
zeal of a fingle perfon. From hence it 
appears, how \vell a ufeful fcience is re
ceived and fet off, \vhen the leading men of 
a country are its patrons. The governor of 
the fort, was pleafed to iliew me a long 
paper, which the then governor-general of 
Canada, the Marquis la Galiffonniere had 
fent him. It was the fame marquis, who 
fome years after, as a French admiral, en
gaged the Englijh fleet under adn1iral Byng, 
the confequence of which was the conqueil: 
of Minorca. In this writing, a number of 
trees and plants are mentioned, which grow 
in North-America, and deferve to be colleCl:
ed and cultivated on account of their ufeful 
qualities. Some of them are defcribed, 
among which, is the Polygala Senega, or 
Rattle Snake-root; and with feveral of them 
the places where they grow are mentioned. 
It is further requefled that all kinds of feeds 
and roots be gathered here ; and, to affift , 
fuch an undertaking, a method of preferv-

A 3 ing 



July 1749· 

ing the gathered feeds and roots, is pre'!" 
fcribed, fo that they tnay grow, and be 
fent to Pari.r~ Specimens of all kinds of 
minerals are required; and all the places in 
the French fettlements are mentioned~ 
where any ufeful or remarkable fi:one, 
~arth, or ore has been fou!W~ There is 
likewife a manner of making obfervations 
?nd colleCtions of curiofities in the animal 
~ingdom. To thefe requefis it is added, to 
enquire and get infonnation, in every pof
:ftble manner, to what purpofe and in what 
~anner the Indians employ certain plants 
and other produCtions of nature, as medi
cines, or in any other cafe. This ufeful 
paper was drawn up by order of the 
marquis la Gali!for~:niere, by Mr. Gaultier, 
the royal phyfician at ~ebec, and after
wards correCted apd improved by the 
marquis's own hand. He had feveral copies 
n1ade of it, which he fent to all the officers 
~n the forts, and likewife to other learned 
men who travelled in the country~ At the 
end of the writing is an injunCtion to the 
pfficers, to let the governor-general know, 
which of the coq1mon foldiers had ufed the 
great eft diligence in the difcovery and collec
tion of plants and other natural curiofities, 
that he might be able to promote them, when 
an opportunity occu~red, to places adapted 

to 



Fort St. Frt'deric. 7 
to their refpeClive capacities, or to reward 
them in any other manner. I found that 
the people of difi:inCl::ion, in general here, 
had a much greater tafi:e for natural hiilory 
and other parts of literature, than in the 
Englijh colonies, where it was every body's 
foie care and employment to fcrape a for
tune together, and where the fciences were 
held in univerfal con tern pt. * It was fl:ill 

A 4 corn plained 

• It feems Mr. Kalm has forgotten his own a!fertions in 
the firft volume. Dr. Golden, Dr. Frank/in, and Mr. Bartram, 
have been the great promoters and inveftigators of nature in 
this country; and how would the inhabitants of Old Eng
landhave gotten the fine colleCtions of 1\'orth-./lmerican trees, 
fhrubs, and plants, which grow at prefent almoft in every 
garden, and are as if it were naturalized in Old England, 
had they not been afiifted by their friends, and by the 
curious in North-.America. One need only cati an eye on 
Dr. Linnceus's new edition of his S;flema, 4ml the repeated 
mention of Dr. Garden, in order to be convinced that the 
Englijh in .America ~ve contributed a/ greater fhare towards 
promoting natural hi'fto.ry, than.--ahy nation under heaven, 
and certainly more than the F1·ench, though their learned 
men are often handfomely penfioned by their great Nlonarque: 
on the other hand the Englijh fiudy that branch of know
ledge, from the foie motive of its utility, and the plea
fure it affords to a thinking being, without any of thofe 
mercenary views, held forth to the learned of other 
countries. And as to the other parts ofliterature, the Englijh 
in America are undoubtedly fuperior to th<' Fretrch in Canada, 
witnefs the many ufeful infiitutions, colleges, and fchools 
founded in the Englijh colonies in l\·orth-.Ame· ica, and fo 
many very confiderable libraries now ereCting in this 
country, which contain fuch a choice of ufeful and curious 
books, as were very little known in Canada, before it fell 
into the hands of the Englijh ~ not to mention the produc
tions of original genius written by .Americans bo1 n. F. 
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#complained of here, that thofe who fiudied 
natural hifl:ory, did not fufficiently enquire 
into the n1edicinal ufe of the plants of 
Canada. 

THE French, who are born in France, 
are faid to enjoy a better health in Canada 
than in their native country, and to attain 
to a greater age, than the French born in 
Canada. I was likewife affured that the 
European Frenc!zmen can do more work, 
and perform n1ore journies in winter, 
without prejudice to their health, than 
thofe born in this country. The inter
Initting fever w hi eh attacks the Europeans 
on their arrival in Penjjlvania, and which 
as it \vere makes the clin1ate familiar to 
them,* is not known here, and the people 
are as well after their arrival as before. 
The Englijh have frequently ohferved, that 
thofe who are born in America of European 
parents, can never bear [ea-voyages, and go 
to the different parts of South Anzerica, as 
well as thofe born in Europe. The French 
born in Canada have the fame conllitutions; 
and when any of them go to the W e.ft
India iflands, fuch as Martinique, Domingo, 
&c. and make fome flay there, they coln
monly fall fick and die foon after : thofe 

"" See Vol. I. p. 364. 

who 
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who fall ill there feldom recover, unlefs 
they are brought back to Canada. On the 
contrary, thofe who go from France to thofe 
ifiands can more eafily bear the climate, 
and attain a great age there, which I heard 
confirmed in many parts of Canada. 

July the sth. WHILST we were at dinner, 
\Ve feveral times heard a repeated difagreeable 
outcry, at fame difiance from the fort, in 
the river Woodcreek: Mr. Lujignan, the 
governor, told us this cry was no good 
omen, becaufe he could conclude from it 
that the Indians, whorn we efcaped cear 
fort Anne, had completed their defign of 
revenging the death of one of their brethren 
upon the Englijh, and that their fhouts 
fhewed that they had killed an Englijhman. 
As foon as I catne to the window, I faw 
their boat, with a long pole at one end, on 
the extremity of which they had put a bloody 
Jk.ulL As foon as they were landed, 'Ne heard 
that they, being fix in number, had con
tinued their journey (from the place \V here 
we had marks of their paffing the night), 
till they had got within the Englifh. boun
daries, where they found a man and his 
fon employed in mowing the corn. They , 
crept on to\vards this 1nan, and !hot hirn 
dead upon the fpot. This happened near the 
very village, where the Englijh, two years 

before, 
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before, killed the brother of one of thefe 
Indians, who were then gone out to attack 
them. According to their cuftom they cut 
off the ikull of the dead man,' and took it 
with them, together ·with his clothes and 
his fon, who was about nine years old. 
As foon as they came within a mile of fort 
St. Frederic, they put the fkull on a pole, in 
the fore part of the boat, and !houted, as a 
fign of their fuccefs. They were dreffed 
in fhirts, as ufua1, but fame of thern had 
put on the dead man's clothes; one his coat, 
the other his breeches, another his hat, 
&c. Their faces were painted with ver
n1illion, with which their !hirts were 
1narked acrofs the lhoulders. Moft of 
them had great rings in their ears, which 
feemed to be a great inconvenience to them, 
as they were obliged to hold thern when 
they leaped, or did any thing which re
quired a violent motion. Son1e of them 
had girdles of the {kins of Rattle-ji1akes, 
\vith the rattles on then1; the fon of the 
murdered man had nothing but his fhirt, 
breeches and cap, and the Indians had 
marked his lhoulders with red. When 
hey got on iliore, they took hold of the 

pole on which the fkull was put, and 
danced and fung at the fame time. Their 
view in taking the boy, was to carry hirn to 

their 
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their habitations, to educate hin1 inftead 
of their dead brother, and afterwards to 
1narry him to one of their relations. Not
withftanding they had perpetrated this act 
of violence in time of peace, contrary ~.o 
the co1nrnand of the governor in Montreal, 
and to the advice of the governor of 
St. Frederi~, yet the latter could not at 
prefen t deny them provifions, and what
ever they wanted for their journey, becaufe 
he did not think it advifeable to exafperate 
them; but when they came to Montreal, 

_ the governor called them to account for 
this aCtion, and took the boy from them, 
w·hom he afterwards fent to his relations: 
Mr. Lz!fignan a.fked them, what they 
would have done to me and my com
panions, if they had 1net us in the defert? 
They replied, that as it was their chief in
tention to take their revenge on the Englifo
men in the village where their brother was 
killed, they would have let us alone; but 
it much depended on the humour they 
were in, juft at the time when we firi1: 
can1e to their fight. However, the com
mander and all the Frenchmen faid, that 
what had happened to me was infinitely 
fafer and better. 

SoME years ago a fkeleton of an amazing 
great anin1al had been found in that part of 

Canada 
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Canaaa, where the Illinois 1ive. One of 
the lieutenants in tbe fort a:ffured me, that 
he had feen it. The Indians, '-" ho were 
there, had found it in a fwamp. They were 
furprifed at the tight of it, and when they 
were afked, what they thought it was ? 
They anfwered that it mu!l: be the fkeleton 
of the chief or father of all the be-avers. 
It was of a prodigious bulk, and had 
thick white teeth, about ten inches long. 
It was looked upon as the fk.eleton of an 
elephant. The lieutenant a.fTured me that 
the figure of the whole fnout was yet to be 
feen, though it was half mouldered. He 
added, that he had not obferved, that any 
of the bones were taken away, but thought 
the ikeleton lay quite perfet:t there. I have 
heard people talk of this monfirous ikele
ton in feveral other parts of Canada*. 

BEARS are plentiful hereabouts, and they 
kept a young one, about three months old, 
at the fort. He had perfeCl:ly the fame 
ihape, and qua1itie8, as our cornmon bears 
in Europe, except the ears, which feemed 
to be longer in proportion, and the hairs 
which were fiiffer; his colour was deep 

brown, 

* TH i country of the I llinois is on the river Ohio, near 
the place where the Engltjh have found fome bones, fup· 
pofed to belong to clcph~nts. See Vol. I. p. 135· in the 
note. 
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bro\vn, aln1oft black. He played and 
wrefiled every day with one of the dogs. 
A vaft number of bear-fkins are annually 
exported to France fron1 Canada. The In
dians prepare an oil from bear's greafe, 
with which in fummer they daub their 
face, hands, and all naked parts of their 
body, to fecure thetn from the bite of the 
gnats. With this oil they likewife fre
quently fmear the body, when they are ex
ceffively cold, tired with labour, hurt, and 
in other cafes. They believe it foftens the 
ikin, and n1akes the body pliant, and is 
very ferviceable to old age. 

'"£HE common Dandelion (Leontodon Ta
raxacum L£nn.) grows in abundance on the 
pafiures and roads between the fields, and 
was now in .flo\ver. In fpring when the 
young leaves begin to come up, the French 
dig up the plants~ take their roots*, walh 
them, cut them, and prepare them as a 
common [al1ad; but they have a bitter tafie. 
It is not ufual here to make ufe of the leaves 
for eating. 

July the 6th. TH E foldiers, which had 
been paid off after the war, had built hou
fes round the fort, on the grounds allotted 

to 

~ IN F rance the young blanched leaves, which fcarce peep 
out of molehills, and have yet a yellow colour, are univer
fally eaten as a f.:dlad, under the name of Pije11/it . F. 
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to them; but mofl: of thefe habitations wer~ 
no more than wretched cottages, no better 
than thofe in the mofi: wreched places of 
Sweden; with that difFerence, however, that 
thei r inhabitants here were rarely oppref
fed by hunger, and could eat good and 
pure wheat bread. The huts which they 
had erected con!ifl:ed of boards, il:anding 
perpendicularly clofe to each other. The 
roofs were of wood too. The crevices were 
flopped up with clay, to keep the room 
warm. The floor was cornmonly clay, or 
a black limeil:one, w hi eh is common here. 
The hearth was huilt of the fame fione, ex~ 
cept the place were the fire was to 1y, 
which was made of grey fandil:ones, which 
for the greatefi part confifl: of particles of 
quartz. In fome hearths, the fiones quite 
clofe to the fire-place were limefiones; how
ever, I was affured that there was no danger 
of fire, efpecially if the fiones, ·which were 
moll: expofed to the heat, were of a large 
fize. They had ·no glafs in their windows. 

July the 8th. THE Galium tinelorium is 
called 'I ifavojaune rouge by the French 
throughout all Canada, and abounds in the 
woods round this place, growing in a moift 
but fine foil. The roots of this plant are 
employed by the Indians in dying the quills 
of the American porcupines red, which they 

put 
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put into feveral pieces of their \Vork; and 
air, fun, or water feldom change this colour. 
The French women in Canada fometimes 
dye their clothes red with thefe roots, which 
are but fmalJ, like thofe of Galium luteum, 
or yellow bedfira w. 

THE horfes are left out of doors during 
the winter, and find their food in the woods, 
living upon nothing but dry plants, which 
are very abundant; ho\vever they do not 
fall off y this food, but look very fine and 
plump in fpring. 

July the gth. THE ikeleton of a whale 
was found fome French miles from §(_uebec, 
and one French mile from the river St. 
Laurence, in a place where no .flowing wa
ter comes to at prefen t. This ikeleton has 
been of a very confiderable fize, and the 
governor of the fort faid, he had fpoke \vith 
feveral people who had feen it. 

July the I oth. THE boats which are 
here made ufe of, are of three kinds. 
I. Bark-boats, made of the bark of trees, 
and of ribs of \vood. 2. Canoes, confii1ing 
of a fingle piece of wood, hollowed out, 
which I have already defcribed before*· 
They are here made of the white fir, and 
of different fizes. They are not brought 

• See Vol. II. 

for-
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forward by ro wing, but by paddling ; by 
which method not half the firength can be 
applied ; which is made ufe of in rowing; 
and a fir.gle man might, I think, row as faft 
as two of them could paddle. 3· The 
third kind of boats are Bateaux. They 
are always made very large here, a-nd em
ployed for large cargoes. They are flat 
bottomed, and the bottotn is made of the 
red, but more comtnonly of the white oak, 
which refifts better, when it runs againfi a 
fione, than othe r wood. The fides are 
made of the white fir, becaufe oak would 
make the Bateau too heavy. They 1nake 
plenty of tar and pitch here. 

THE foldiery enjoy fuch advantages here, 
as they are not allowed in every part of 
the world. , Thofe who form ed the gar ... 
rifon of this place, had a very plentiful al
lowance from their government. They get 
everyday a pound and a h alf of wheat bread, 
·which is almofi more than they can eat. 
They likewife get peafe, bacon, and fait 
meat in plenty. Son1etin1es they kill oxen 
and other cattle, the ftefh of which is dif
tributed among the foldiers. All the offi
cers kept cows, at the expence of the king, 
and the milk they gave was more than fuf ... 
ficient to fupply them. The foldiers had 
each a fmall garden without the fort, which 

they 
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they were a1lo\ved, to attend, and plant in it 
whatever they liked, and fome of them had 
built {urn mer- houfes in them, and plant
ed all kind of pot-herbs. The governor 
told me, that it was a general cull:om to 
allow the foldiers a fpot of ground for kit
chen-gardens, at fuch of the French forts 
hereabouts as were not fituated near great 
towns, from whence they could be [up
plied with greens. In time of peace the 
foldiers have very little trouble with being 
upon guard at the fort ; and as the lake 
clofe by is full of fi{b, and the woods abound 
with birds and animals, thofe an1ongft them 
who choofe to be diligent, may live extreme
ly well, · and very grand in regard to food. 
Each foldier got a new coat every two years; 
but annua1ly, a waificoat, cap, hat, breeches, 
cravat, two pair of frock ings, two pair of 
ihoes, and as much wood as he had occa
fion for in winter. They iikewife got five 
Jols *a piece every day; which is augment
ed to thirty fols when they have any parti
cular labour for the king. When this is 
coniidered, it is not furprifing to find the 
xnen are very frefh, well fed, flrong and 
lively here. When a foldier falls lick he 
is brought to the hofpital, where the king 

VoL. III. B . pro-

,. A fol in Frana is about the value: of one half . enny 
IJ,erlip~~ 



! • J Uly I749o 

provides hitn ·with a bed, food, medicines, 
a1 d people to t ake care of, and ferve him .. 
W hen fon1e of them a:fked leave to be ab
fe nt for a day or two, to go abroad, it was 
generally granted thern, if circumftances 
'\vould pennit, and they enjoyed as ufual 
their !hare of provifions and money, but 
'vere obliged to get fon1e of their comrades 
to mount the guard for them as.often as it 
came to their turns, for which they gave 
them an equivalent. The governor and 
officers were duly honoured by the fol
diers; however, the foldiers and officers of
ten ~ooke together as comrades, without 
any ceremonies, and with a very becoming 
freedon1. The foldiers who are fent hi
ther from France, commonly f~rve till they 
are forty or fifty years old, after which they 
are difn1iifed and allo\ved to fettle upon, 
and cultivate a piece of ground. But if 
they have agreed on their arrival to ferve 
no longer than a certain nun1ber of years,. 
they are difn1iifed at the expiration of their 
term. Thofe who are born here, com
monly agree to ferve the crown during fix, 
eight, or ten years; after \vhich they are 
di1iniffed, and fet up for farmers in the 
eo In try. T he k ing prefents each difmifled 
foldier with a piece of land, being com-

monly 
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n1only 40 arpens *long and but th~·ee broad, 
if the foil be of equal goodnefs throughout; 
but they get fomewhat more, if it pe a 
worfe ground t· As foon as a foldier fet
tles to cultivate fuch a piece of land, he is 
at firft afiilled by the king, who fupplies 
himfelf, his \vife and children, with provi
fions, during the three or four fidl: years. 
The king like\vife gives hin1 a CO\V, and . 
the tnoft neceffary infl:run1ents for agricul
ture. Some foldiers are fent to affifl: him 
in building a houfe, for \vhich the king 
pays them. Thefe are great helps to a poor 
man, who begins to keep houfe, and it 
feems that in a country where the troops 

' are fo highly diftinguifhed by the royal fa
vGur, the king cannot he at a lofs for foldiers. 
'"'or the better cultivation and population of 
Canada, a plan has been propofed fome 
years ago, for fending 300 n1en over from 
France every year, by whi<.:h means the 
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old foldiers may always be difn1iffed, marry,. 
ar1d fettle in the country. The land which 
,,·as allotted to the foldiers about this place, 
was very good, confifiing throughout of a 
deep mould, mixed with clay. 

July the 1 rth. THE harrows which 
they n1ake u[e of here are n1ade entirely of 
wood, and of a triangular form. The 
ploughs feemed to be lefs convenient. The 
\vheels upon which the plough-beam is 
placed, are as thick as the wheels of a 
cart, and all the wood-work is fo clumfily 
made that it requires a horfe to draw the 
plough along a fmooth field. 

RocK-STONES of different forts lay fcat
tered on the fields. Some were from three 
to five feet high, and about three feet 
broad. They w~re pretty much alike in 
regard to the kind of the fi:one, however, I 
obferved three different fpecies in them. 

I. SoME confifted of a quartz, whofe 
colour refen1bled fugar candy, and which 
\vas mixed with a black fmall grained g1im ~ 
mer, a black horn-fione, and a few minute 
grains oc a brown fpar. The quartz \vas 
mofi abundant in the mixture; the glim
mer was likev-viie in great quantity, but the 
fpar was inconfiderable. The feveral kinds 
o fiones \vere well mixed, and though the 
eye could diftinguiili then1, yet no infiru-

rncnt 
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1nent could feparate them. The flone was 
very hard and compaCt, and the gtains of 
q uartz looked very fine. 

2. SoME pieces Gonfifl:ed of grey parti
cles of quartz, black glimmer, and horn
fione, together with a few particles of fpar, 
v;hich made a very clofe, hard, and cotn
paCt mixture, only differing from the for
mer in colour. 

3. A fe\v of the ftones confifl:ed of a 
mixture of white quartz and black glim
mer, to which forne red grains of quartz 
were added. The fpar (quartz) was mofl: 
predominant in th is mixture, and the glim
mer appeared in large flakes. This fione 
'vas not fo v;ell mixed as the form er, and 
\~vas by far not fo hard and fo compaCt, 
being eafily pounded. 

THE mountains on which fort St. Fre
deric is bu ilt, as likewife thofe on which 
the above kinds of fione are found, confified 
generally of a deep black lime-fl:one, lying 
in lamellre as flates do, and it might be 
called a kind of ila•es, which can be turn
ed into quicklinte by fire •. This lime
fione is quite black in the infide, and~ 
l.vhen broken, appears to be of an exceed- · 

B 3 ing 
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ing fine texture. There are fome grains 
of a darl"" {oar fcattered in it, \vhich, to-.a: 

gether with iome other inequalities, form 
veins in it. The firata which ly upper
mail: in the moun t~ins confift of a grey lime
fro ne, which is feen1ingly no more than a 
variety of the preceding. The black lime
fione is conftantly found filled with petre
fatlions of all kinds, and chiefly the fol
lov.'iog: 
_ Peelinites, or petrefied Ojirec:e Pef!ines. 

Thefe petrefied fl1ells \\·ere 1nore abundant 
han any others that have been found here, 

and fometimes 7hole firata are met with, 
coofi ling merely of a quantity of fhclls of 
tl is fort, grov.'n to0 ether. They are gene
ra1Jy fmal], ne ,_.r ··xceediog an inch and a 
.t alf in length. They are found in two 
d' ffi rent fiates of petrefaction; one lhews 
al\\·ays the it preffions of the elevated and 
l1ollo furfaces of the ihells, without any 
veflige o( the {bells then1felves. In the 
other appears the real !hell flicking in the 
ftone, and by its lifht colour is eafily dif
ti'ngui!hable frotn t 1e ftone. Both thefe 
kinds are plentiful in the ftone; however, 
the impreffions are more in nurnber than 
tl e reai iliells. Some of the fhells are very 
elevated, efpecialiy in the middle, \vhere 
they form as it were a hump; others again 

~re 
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are depreiTed in the middle; but in oft 
of them the outward furface is rem~1 rk ab y 
elevated. The furro\vs always run longi
tudinally, or from the top, diverging to the 
n1arg1n. 

Petrified Cornua Atnmonis. The .e are 
likewifc frequently found, but not equal 
to the former in number: like the peeli
nitc:e, they are found really petrefied, and in 
im preffions ; amongft them were fame pe
trefied fnails. Some of thefe Cornua Anz-
971pn£s were remarkably big, and I do not 
remember feeing their equals, for they 
meafured above two feet in diameter. 

DI F FERENT kinds of corals could be 
la· nly feen in, and feparated from, the 
one in which they ]ay. Some were white 

. nd ran1ofe, or Litlzophytes; others were 
fia rry corals, or Madrepores; the latter were 
ather fcarce. 

I MUST give the name of Stone-balls to 
a kind of fiones foreign to me, which are 
found in great plenty in fame of the rock
ftones. They were globular, one half of 
them projeCting generally above the rock, 
and the other remaining in it. They con
fi fi of nearly parallel fibres, which arife from 
the bottom as from a center, and fpread 
over the furface of the ball and have a grey 
colour. T he outfide of the balls is f1nooth, 
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but has a number of fmall pores, which ex• 
ternally appear to be covered with a pale 
grey cruft. They are from an inch to an 
inch and a half in diameter. 

AMoNGST fome other kinds of fand, 
which are found on the fbores of lake 
C!Jamplain, t\vo were very peculiar, and 
commonly lay in the fame place; the one 
was blackt and the other . reddi{h brown, 
or granite coloured. ' 

THE black fand always lies uppermo:fl:, 
confi!l:s of very fine grains, which, when 
exan1ined by a microfcope, appear to have a 
dark blue colour, like that of a fmooth 
iron, not attacked by ruft. Some grains 
3re roundiih, but moft of them angular, 
"\vith ihining furfaces ; and they fparkle 
when the fun lhioes. All the grains of 
this fand without exception are attraCted 
by the magnet. Amongfr thefe black or 
deep blue grains, they meet with a few 
grains of a red or garnet coloured fand, which 
is the fame with the red fand which lies 
jmmediatelv under it, and \vhich I 1hall 
now defcribe. This red or garnet coloured 
fand is very fine, but not fo fine as the 
black fand. Its grains not only participate 
of the colour of garnets, but they are really 
p.othing but pounded garnets. Some grains 
~re round, others angulated; aB ihin~ and 

~re 
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ere femipellucid; but the magnet has no 
efFect on them, and they do not fparkle {( 
nluch in funfhine. rfhis red fand is feldom 
found very pure, it being CO[nmonly n1ixed 
with a white fand, confi11:ing of panjcles of 
quartz. The black and red {and is not 
found in every part of the {hore, but only 
in a few places, in the order before n1en
tioned. The uppermofl: or black fand lay 
about a quarter of an inch deep; \vhen it 
\vas carefully taken off, the fand under it be
canle of a deeper red the deeper it lay, and 
its depth was commonly greater than that of 
the former. When this was carefully taken 
away, the white fand of quartz appeared 
mixed very much at top with the red fand, 
but growing purer the deeper it lay. This 
"vVhite (and was above four inches deep, 
had round grains, which 1nade it entirely 
like a pearl fi1nd. Below this was a pale 
grey angulated quartz fand. In fome places 
the garnet coloured fand Jay uppennoft, 
and this grey angulated one immediate] 
under it, without a grain of either the black 
or the white fand. 

I CANNOT detern1ine the origin of the 
black or fteel-colourcd fand, for it was not 
known here whether there were iron mine~ 
in the neighbourhood or not. Bllt I am 
ather inclined to believe they may be fou~d 

1n 
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in thefe parts, as they are common in dif
ferent parts of Canada, and as thts faod is 
found on the £heres of aln1oft all the lakes, 
and rivers in Canada, though not in equal 
quantities. The red or garnet coloured 
fand has its origin hereabouts; for though 
the rocks near fort St. Frederic contained 
no garnets, yet there are Hones of different 
fizes on the ili.ores, quite different from 
the frones \vhich fonn thofe rocks; thefe 
fi nes are \rery f 11l of grains of garnets, and 
when pounded there is no perceptible dif
ference between them and the red fand. In 
Le n1ore northerly parts of Canada, or be
ow !J<..!.~ebec, the mountains thernfelves con

tain a great nun her of garnets. The gar
net col ured fand is very common on the 
!bores of the river St. Laurence. I iliall 
lea ·e out feveral obfervations which I made 

pon the minerals hereabouts, as uninte
refting to mofr of 1ny readers. 

THE Apocynum androfcemifolizan grows 
in abundance on hills covered with trees, 
and is in full flower about this time ; the 
French call it Ilerbe a la puce. When the 
fralk is cut or tore, a white milky juice 
comes out. The French attubute the fame 
qualities to this plant, which the poifon-
ree, or Rhus vernix, has in the Englijb colo
ies ; that its poifon is noxious eo fome 

per-
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perfons, and harn1lcfs to other~. The milkv 
juice, when fpread u pan the hands an" 
body, has no had effeCt on fome perfons; 
\vhereas others cannot come near it \Vitb
out being blifiered. I faw a ioldier whofc 
hands were bliftered all oYer, merely by 
plucking the plant, in order to lhe\v it 
n1e; and it is faid its exhalations a ea 
fome people, when they come within reach 
of them. It is generally allo\ved here, that 
the laClefcent juice of this plant, when 
prcad on any part of the human body not 

only fwells the part, but frequently cor
rodes the fk.in; at leafi there are few exanl
p1es of perfo ns on whom it had no effect. 
As for my part, it has never hurt me, 
though in prefence of feveral people I 
touched the plant, and rubbed n1y hanrts 
\vith the juice till they were white all O'> er; 
and I have often rubbed the plant in my 
hands till it was quite crulhed, without 
feeling the leafi inconvenience, or change 
on my hand. The cattle never touch thi 
plant. 

July the I 2th. BuRDOCK, or ArCliunz / 
·-Lappa, grows in feveral places about th 
fort ; and the governor told me, that its 
tend er !hoots are eaten in fpring as rad
dilhes, after the exterior peel is taken ()f[ 

TH E Sifon Canadenfe abounds in the 
weed:) 
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,voods of all Nortlz-America. The French 
call it cer:;Cf:uil Jauvage, and n1ake ufe of it ' 
in fpring, in green loups, like cherviL It 
is univerfally praifed here as a wholefome, 
2ntifcorbutic plant, and as one of the beft 
which can be had here in fpring. 

TnE Afclepias Syrz"aca, or, as the French 
call it, le Cotonier, grows abundant in the 
country, on the tides of hills \Vhich 
ly near rivers and other fituations, as well 
in a dry and open pklce in the v.roods, as 
in a rich, loof~ foil. When the fialk is 
cut or broken it emits a laCl:efce-nt juice, 
and for this reafon the plant is reckoned 
in fome degree poifonous. The French 
in Canada nevenhelefs ufe its tender lhoots 
in fpring, preparing them like afparagus ; 
and the ufe of them is not attended with 
any bad confe.quences., as the flender lhoots 
have not yet had titne to fuck up any 
thing poifonous. Its flowers are very odo
riferous, and, when in feafon, they fill the 
'\voods with their fragrant exhalations, and 
make it agreeable to travel in them; efpe
cially in the evening. The French in Ca
nada make a fugar of the flowers, \vhich 
for that purpofe are g1thered in the morn
jng, when they are covered all over \Vith 
dew. This dew is expreffed, and by boil-
ng yields a very good brown, palat?,ble 

fugar 
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fugar: The pods of this plant when ripe 
contain a kind of wool, which enclofes 
the feed, and refembles cotton, from whence 
the plant has got its French name. The 
poor colleCt it, and fill their beds, efpecially 
their children's, with it infiead of feathers. 
This plant flowers in Canada at the end of 
June and beginning of July, and the fc eds 
are ripe in the rniddle of September. The 
horfes never eat of this plant. 

July the I 6th. THIS morning I cro!fed 
lake Champla£n to the high mountain on 
its wefiern fide, in order to examine the 
plants and other curiofities there. From 
the top of the rocks, at a little diftance 

1 fron1 fort St. Frederic, a row of very high 
mountains appear on the weftern lhore of 
lake Champlain, extending from fouth to 
north ; and on the eafiern fide of this lake 
is another chain of high mountains, running 
in the fame direction. Thofe on the eafiern 
fide are not clofe to the lake, being about 
ten or twelve miles fron1 it; and the coun
try between it and them is low and :flat, 
and covered with woods, which likewife 
clothe the n1ountains, except in fuch places, 
as the fires, which deflrov the forefls here, 
have reached them and b~rnt then1 down. 
Thefe mountains have generally fieep fides, 
but fometimes they arc found gradual1y 

floping 



July I749· 

fl6pi1g. We crofied the lake in a canoe, 
which could only contain three perfons, 
a 1d as foon as we landed we walked- from 
the fhore to the top of the rnountains. 
Their fides are very fieep, and covered with 
a mould, and fomc great rock-Hones lay on 
t em. All the mountains are covered with 
trees ; but in fotne places the forefis have 
been de11royed by fire. After a great deal 
of trouble we reached the top of one of 
the mountains, which was covered with a 
dufly mould. It was none of the highefi; 
and fame of thofe which were at a greater 
difiance were rnuch higher, but we had 
no time to go to them; for the wind en
creafed, and our boat was but a little one. 
We found no curious plants, or any thing 
remarkable here. 

WHEN we returned to the fhore we 
found the v1ind rifen to fuch a height, that 
we did not venture to crofs the lake in our 
boat, and for that reafon I left the fellow 
to bring it back, as foon as the wind fub
fided, and walked round the bay, which 
"·as a \valk of about feven Englijh miles. 
I \vas followed b my fervant, and for want 
of a road, we kept clofe to the ihore where 
we paffed o ·er n1ountains and !harp ftones; 
through thick forefis/and deep rnart11es, all 
which \Vere known to b~ inhabited by 

nu m-



ort St. Freder£c. 3 
nun1berlefs rattle-fnakes, of whic 1 we hap
pily fa\v none at all. The fhore is very 
full of fiones in fon1e places, and covered 
\Vith large angulated rock-il:ones, which are 
fometimes roundilh, and their edges as it 
were worn off. N O\V and then we n1et 
\Vith a L··nall fandy fpor, covered it 
grey, but chiefly vvitli the fine red fand 
which I have before mentioned; and the 
black iron fand likewife occurred fon1e
times. VIe found fiones of a red glimmer 
of a fine texture, on the n1ountains. Some
tin1es thefe mountains with the trees on 
the1n ftood perpendicular with the water
fide, but in fome places the .lhore \vas 
martby. 

I SAW a number of petrefi~d Cornua 
Ammonzs in one place, near the !hore, among 
a number of fioncs and rocks. The rocks 
contift of a grey litneftone, \vhich is a va
riety of the black one, and lies in firata, 
as that does. Son1e of them contain a 
number of petrefaclions, \vith and \Vithout 
fhells ; and in one place \Ve found pro
digious large Cornua Ammo11i's, about twen
ty inches in breadth. In forne places the 
\Vater had wore off the fione, but could 
not have the fame cff Cl: on the petrefac
tions, \Vhich ]ay eH~va ed a ove, and in a 
manner glued on the fiones. 

THE 
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THE mountains near the {bore are amaz .. 
ingly high and large, confifi:ing of a com
paCt grey rock-fione, which does not ly in 
firata as the lin1e-fione, and the chief of 
\vhofe confiituent parts are a gt y quartz, 
nnd a dark glimmer. This rock-fione reach
ed down to the \Vater, in places where the 
mountains fiood clofe to the £bore; but 
where they were at fame difiance from it, 
they \vere fupplied by firata of grey 
and black lime-ilone, w hi eh reached to the 
water fide, and which I never have feen 
covered with the grey rocks. 

THE Zizania aquatica grows in mud, 
and in the moft rapid parts of brooks, and 
is in full bloom about this time. 

July the 17th. THE diftempers which 
rage among the Indians are rheumatijms and 
pleurffies, w bich a rife from their being 
obliged frequently to ly in n1oifi: parts of 
the \voods at night; fron1 the fudden 
changes of heat and cold, to which the air 
is expofed here ; and from their being fre
quently loaded \vith too great a quantity 
of {l:rong liquor, in which <;afe they com
monly ly down naked in the open air, 
'vithout any regard to the feafon, or the 
\veather. The!e difien1pers, efpecially the 

]eurifies, are likewife v .... ry comn1on among 
tLe FreJ1clz here; and the governor told P14 

he 



Fort St. Fred!:ric. 33 
he h21d once h:1d a very violent fit of the 
latter, and that Dr. Sarrajin had cured 
him in the following manner, which has 
been found to fucceed beil here. He gave 
him fudorifics, which \Vere to operate be
tween eight and ten hours; he v.ras then 
bled, and the fudorifics repeated; he was 
bled again, and that cffeCt~ally cured him, 

DR. Sarrqfin was the royal phyfician at 
~tebec, and a correfpondent of the royal 
academy of fciences at Paris. He was po[
feffed of great knowledge in the practice 
of phyfic, anatomy, and other fciences, and 
very agreeable in his behaviour. He died 
at ~tebec, of a malignant fever, vV hi eh h:1d 
been brought to that place by a lhip, and 
with which he was infeCted at an hofpital, 
where he vifited the fick. He left a fan, \vbo 
likewife fiudied phyfic, and went to France 
to make hin1fdf more perfeCt in the prac
tical part of it, but he died there. 

THE intermitting fevers fon1etimes corne 
amongfi: the people here, and the venereal 
difeafe is cornmon here. The Indi'ans are 
likewife infeB:ed with it; and many of 
them have had it, and fame fiill have it .i 
but they likewife are perfeCtly pofTeffcd of 
the art of curing it. There are exan1ples 
of Frenchmen and Indians, infeCted all over 
the body with this difcaf(:, who have been r.1 .... 
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dically and perfeCtly cured by the IndianJJ 
\.v.lthin .five or fix months. The French have 
not been able to find this remedy out; though 
they know that the Ind-ians ern ploy no mer
cury, ,but that their chief remedies are roots, 
which are unknown to the French. I have 
afterwards heard what thefe plants were, 
and given an account of them at large to 
the royal Swedijh acaden1y of fciences *. 

WE are very well acquainted in Swe
den with the pain caufed by the 'I cenice, 
or a kind of worms. They are lefs abun
dant in the Britijh North-Anzerz"can colo
ni~s; bnt in Canada they are very frequent. 
Some of thefe worms, which have been 
evacuated by a perfon, have been feveral 
yards long. It is not known, whether the 
Indi~i 1ZS are afHitled with them, or not. No 
particular remedies againil: them are known 
here, and no one can give an account fron1 
whence they corne, though the eating of 
fon1e fru-its contributes, as is conjectured, 
to c re ate t be 111 • 

'July the I 9th. FoRT St. Frederz'c is a 
fortification, on the fcuthern extremity of 
lake Champ lain, fitua ted on a neck of land, 
between that lake and the river, which arifes 

from 
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from the union oft he river Woodcreek, and lake 
St. Sacrement. The breadth of this river 
is here about a good muiket fhot. The 
Englijh call this fortrefs Crownpoint, but 
its French nan1e is derived fron1 the Frenc!t." 
fecretary of fiate, Frederic Maurepas, in 
wbofe hands the direction and management 
of the French court of admiralty was, at 
the time of the ereCtion of this fort : for 
it is to be obferved, that the government 
of Canada is fubjeet to the court of admi
ralty in France, and the governor-gene ... 
ral is always chofen out of that conrt. 
As n1ofi of the places in Canada bear the 
names of faints, cuftom has made it necef
fary to prefix the word Saint to the name 
of the fortrefs. 'rhe fort is built on a rock, 
confifting of black lime-flates, as afore faid; 
it is nearly quadrangular, has high and 
thick walls, made of the fame lime-ftone, 
of which there is a quarry about half a mile 
frorn the fort. On the eafiern part of the 
fort, is a high tower, which is proof a
gainfi bombihells, provided wi~h very thick 
and fubftantial \valls, and \Vell fi:ored ·with 
cannon, from the bottom aln1oft to the very 
top ; and the governor lives in the tower. In 
the terre- plein of the fort is,--a \V ell built 
little church, and houfes of ftone for the 
officers and foldiers. There are lharp rocks 
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on all fides towards the land, beyond a 
cannon-lhot frorn the fort, but among them 
are fome which are as high as the walls of 
the fort, and very near them. 

THE foil about fort St. Frederic is faid 
to be very fertile, on both fides of the river; 
and before the laft \Var a great many Frenclt 
families, efpecially old foldiers, have fettled 
there; but the king obliged them to go into 
Canad~.t, or to fettle clofe to the fort, and 
to ly in it at night. A great number of 
them returned at this ti1ne, and it was 
thought "that about forty or fifty families 
\\'ould go to fettle here this autumn. With
in one or two mufket-!hots to the eafl: of 
the fort, is a wind-mil1, built of fione with 
very thick walls, and mofi: of the flour 
which is wanted to fupply the fort is ground 
here. This wind-n1ill is fo contrived, as to 
ferve the purpofe of a redoubt, and at the 
top of it are five or fix fn1all pieces of can
non. During the lafi: war, there was a 
number of foldiers quartered in this milJ, 
becaufe they could from thence look a great 
'\vay up the river, and obferve whether the 
Englijh boats appro:ached ; which could 
not be done from the fort i tfel f, and 
\vhich was a matter of great confequence, 
as the Englijh might (if this guard had not 
been placed here) have gone in their little 
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boats clofe under the we!l:ern {hare of the 
river, and then the hills would have pre
vented their being fc:en from the fort. 
Therefore the fort ought to have been 
built on the fpot where the mill fiands, 
and all thofe who come to fee it,. are im
mediately fl:ruck with the abfurdity of its 
fituation. Jf it h::Jd been erected in the 
place of the mill, it would have com
manded the river, and prevented the ap
proach of the enemy ; and a fmall ditch 
cut through the loofe limefi:one, from the 
river (which comes out of the lake St • 
.Sacremerzt) to lake Clzamplai;z, would have 
furrounded the fort with flowing water, 
becaufe it ~·ould have been fituated on the 
extremity of the neck of land. In that 
cafe the fort would always have been fuf
ficiently fupplied with fre!h \Vater, and at 
a difiance fron1 the high rocks, which fur
round it in its prefent fituation. \Ve 
prepared to-day to leave this place, having 
waited during fon1e days for the arrival of 
the yacht, which plies confi:antly all fummer 
between the forts Sr.yoltn* and St.Frederic: 
during our fiay here, we had received many 
favours. The governor of the fort, Mr. 
L!!jigJZan, a man of learning and of great 

• Saint Jean. 
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politenefs, heaped obligations upon us, and 
treated us with as much civility as if we 
had been his relations. I had the honor 
of eating at his table during my fiay here, 
and my fervant was allowed to eat with his. 
We had our rooms, &c. to ourfelves, and 
at our departure the governor fupplied us 
\vith amp1e provifions for our journey to 
fort St. Jo.~n. In fhort, he did us more 
favours than ~'e could have expeCted from 
our own countrvmen, and the officers were 
likewife particuiarly obliging to us. 

ABoUT eleven o'clock in the morning 
we fet out, with a fair wind. On both 
fides of the lake are high chains of moun
tains; with the difference which I have 
before obferved, tbat on the eafiern l11ore, 
is a low piece of ground covered with 
a forefi, extending between twelve and 
eighteen Englijh miles, after which the 
mountains begin; and the country behind 
them belongs to New England. This chain 
confifts of high mountains, which are to be 
confidered as the boundaries between the 
frenclz and Englijh pcffdl1ons in thde parts 
o'f North America. On the wefiern iliore 
of the lake, the mountains reach quite to 
the water fide. The lake at firfi: is but a 
Frenc!t mile broad, but always encreafes 
afterwards. The{ country is inhabited 
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\vithin a French mile of the fort, but after 
that, it is covered with a thick forefl:. At 
the difiance of ab .ut ten Frenclz miles from 
fort St. Frederic, the lake is four fuch miles 
broad, and we perc~ive {()me iflands in it. 
The captain of the yacht faid there were 
about fixty i!lands in that lake, of which 
fame were of a conGderable iize. He 
affured me that the lake was in mofi parts 
fo deep, that a line of two hundred yards 
could not fathom it; and clofe to the £bore, 
where a chain of n1ountains generally runs 
acrofs the country, it frequently has a 
depth of eighty fathoms. Fourteen French 
miles fron1 fort St. Frederic ~re faw four 
large iflands in the lake, which is here 
about fix Frenclt miles bro3d. This day 
the fky was cloudy, and the clouds, 
\vhich were very low, feemed to fur-. 
round feveral high mountains, near t 1e 
lake, with a fog; and fronl n1any n1oun
tains the fog rofe, as toe fmoke of a 
charcoal-kiln. Now and then we faw a 
little river which fell into the lake: the 
country behind the high mountains, on tre 
wellern f:.Je of the lake, is, as I am told, 
covered for many miles together with a 
tall foreil, interfeB:ed by n1any rivers and 
brooks, with marfhes and fmall lake~, and 
very fit to be inhab ited. The lhores are 
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fon1etimes rocky, and fometimes fan?.y 
here. Towards night the mountains de
creafed gradua11y; the lake is very dear, and 
we obferved neither rocks nor {hallows 10 it. 
Late at night the wind abated, and we anchor
ed clofe to the ihore, and fpent one night here. 

July the 2oth. THIS morning we pro
ceeded with a fair wind. The place v,,here 
we paifed the night, was above half way 
to fort St. Jolzn; for the difiance of that 
place from fort St. Frederz'c, acrofs lake 
Champlain is computed to be forty-one 
French miles ; that lake is here about fix 
Englijh miles in breadth. The mountains 
were no\v out of fight, and the country low, 
plain, and covered with trees. The fhores 
were fandy, and the 1ake appeared now 
from four to fix miles broad. It was really 
broader, hut the iflands made it appear 
narro\V"'r. 

WE often faw Indians in bark-boats, 
clofe to the fbore, which was however not 
inhabited; for the Indians came here only 
to catch fiurgeons, wherewith this lake 
abounds, and which \ve often faw leaping 
up into the air. Thefe Indians lead a very 
fingular life: At one time of the year the-y 
live upon the {mall ftore of maize, beans, 
~ nd rnelons, which they have planted; d ur
Ing r.nother period, or about this time, 
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their food is fi(b, without bread or anv 
other n1eat; and an or her feafon, they e;t 
nothing but fiags, roes, beavers, &c. 
\vhich they lhoot in the woods, and riv<!rs. 
They, however, enjoy long life, perfeCl: 
health, and are more able to undergo hard
fhips than other people. They fing and 
dance, are joyful, and always content; 
and \Vould not, for a great deal, exchange 
their manner of life for that which is pre
ferred in Europe. 

WHEN we were yet ten French miles 
from fort St . . ]olzn, we fd\V fame houfes 
on the wefi:ern fide of the lake, in which 
the French had lived before th~ laD: \~· ar, 
and which they then abandoned, as it wa ~ 
by no means Jafc : they now returned to 
them again. Thefe were the .firfi: houfes and 
fettletnents which we faw after we had left 
thofe about fort St. Fredfric. . 

THr:RE formerly was a wooden fort) 
or redoubt, on the eafi:ern fide of the lake, 
near the water-fide; and the place where 
it fiood was lhewn n)e, which at prefent i. 
quite overgrown with trees. The French 
built it to prevent the incurGons of the 
Indians, over this lake; and I was affured 
that m any J?renclzmen bad been flain in 
thefe p laces. At the fame time they told 
me, that they reckon four worn, n to one 
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man in Canada, becaufe annually feveral 
Frenchmen are killed on their expeditions, 
which they undertake for the fake of trad
ing with the Indians. 

A WINDMILL, built of frone, ftands on 
the eaft fide of the lake on a projeCting 
piece of ground. Sorne Frenchmen have 
lived near it; but they left it when the 
·war broke out, and are not vet come back 
to it. Fron1 this mill to fort St. Jo!Jn they 
reckon eight French miles. The Englijh, 
with their Indians, have burnt the houfes 
l1ere feveral tirnes, but the mill remained 
unhurt. 

THE yacht which we went in to St. 
John was tbe firfl: that was built here, and 
employed on lake Champlain, for formerly 
they made ufe of bateaux to fend pro
viilons over the lake. 'I'he Captain of 
the yacht was a FrenchJJzan, born in this 
country; he had built it, and taken the 
foundings of the lake, in order to find out 
the true road, between fort St. John and 
fort St. Frederic. Oppofite the windmill 
the lake is about three fathoms deep, but 
it grows more and more lhallow, the nearer 
it comes to fort St. John. 

WE no\v perceived houfes on the fhore 
again. The captain had otter-ikins in the 
cabin, which \vere perfeCtly the farne, in 
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colour and fpecies, with the European ones. 
Otters are faid to be verv abundant in 
Canada. " 

Sea!-Jkins are here made ufc of to cover 
boxes and trunks, and they ·often make 
portmantles of them in Canada. The 
common people had their tobacco-pouches 
made of the fatne 1kins. The feals here 
are entirely the fame with the Swedijh or 
European one, which are grey with black 
fpots. They are faid to be plentiful in the 
month of the river St. Laurence, below 
f<!Jebec, and go up that river as far as its 
water is falt. They have not been found 
in any of the gr~at lakes of Canada. The 
French call them Loups marins. * 

TnE French, in their colonies, fpend 
much more time in prayer and external 
wodhip, than the Englijh, and Dutch fet
tlers in the Brz'tijh colonies. The latter 
have neither morning nor evening prayer in 
their {hj ps and yachts, and no difference is 
made betwee:1 Sunday and other days. They 
never, or very feldom, fay grace at dinner. 
On the contrary, the Frenclz here have 
prayers every morning and night on board 
their fhipping, and on Sundays they 
pray more than con1monly : they regularly 
fay grace at their tneals; and every one of 

• Sea Wolves. 
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them f3ys prayers in private as foon as he 
gets up. At fort St. Frcderic all the f<)ldiers 
a!fen1bled together for morning and even
ing prayers. The only fault was, that 
mofi of the prayers vvere read in Latin, 
which a great part of the people do not 
underfi:and. Below the aforementioned 
wind-mill, the breadth of the lake is about 
a mufk.et-iliot, and it looks more like a 
river than a lake. The country on both 
fides is low· and flat, and covered with 
'\voods. We faw at fi•·ft a few fcattered 
cottages along the fhore; but a little fur
ther, the country is inhabited without in-
erruption. The lake is here from fix to 

ten foot deep, and forms feveral iflands. 
During the whole courfe of this voyage, 
the fituation of the lake was always diredly 
frotn S. S. 'l{. to N. N. E. 

IN fame parts of Canada are great tr'aCls 
of land belonging to fingle perfons; fron1 
thefe lands, pieces, of forty Arpens long, 
and four w1de, are allotted to each diD
charged f~Jldier, who intends to fettle here; 
bot after his houiliold is efiabli!hed, he is 
obliged to pay the owner of the lands fix 
Frenc/z Francs annually. 

Tu E lake was now [o {hallow in feveral 
places, that we were obliged to. trace the 
way for the yacht, by found1ng the depth 
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it 
H with branches of trees. In other places 
n. oppolite, it was fometimes two fathonl 
;a! deep. 

IN the evening, about fun fet, we arrived 
at fort St. Jean, or St. John, having hrtd a 
continual change of rain, fun-lhine, V\ ind1 

and ea lm, all the afternoon. 
July the 2 1 fi. ST. Jolzn is a wooden 

fort, which the Frenclz built in 1748, on 
the v.reflern !bore of the mouth of lake 
Clzamplain, clofe to the water-fide. It 
was intended to cover the country round 
about it, which they were then going to 
people, and to ferve as a magazine for pro
\·iilons and ammunition, which were u(ua11y 
fen t from Montreal to fort St. Frederic ; 
becaufe they may go in yachts fron1 hence 
to the lafl: mentioned place, which is im
poffib]e lower down, as about two gun
ihot further, there is a £hallow full of 
fiones, ancl very rapid water in the river, 
over which they can only pafs in bateaux, or 
flat \'e!fels. Formerly fort C!JaJ/Jblan, which 
lies four French miles lovver, 'vvas rhc n1aga
zine of provilions; but as they were forced 
firrt to fend them hither in bate<-zux,. and 
then from hence in yachts, and t~e road 
to fort C1.1amb/an from A1ontreal bcin.s by 
land, and n1uch round about, this f rt was 
erc.:lt:d. It has a low fitu~"!ti~n, and 1ie9 
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in a fandy foil, and the country about it jg 
likewife lo\v, flat ; and covered with woods. 
The fort is quadrangular, and includes the 
fpace of one arpent fquare. In each of the 
two corners which look towards the lake is 
a wooden building, four fiories high, the 
lower part of which is of ftone to the 
height of about a fathom and a half. tn 
thefe buildings which are polyangular, are 
holes for cannon and ]eifer fire-arms. In 
each cf the two other corners towards the 
country, is only a little wooden houfe, two 
fiories high. Thefe buildings are intended 
for the habitations of the foldiers, and for 
the better defence of the place; between 
thefe houfcs, there are poles, two fathoms 
and a half high, fharpened at the top, and 
driven into the ground clofe to one another. 
They are made of the :fhuya tree, which is 
here reckoned the befi: \vood for keeping 
from putrefactior., and is much preferable to 
fir in that point. Lower down the palifades 
were double, one row \vithin the other. 
For the convenience of the foldiers, a 
broad elevated pavernent, of more than 
two yards in height, is made in the inilde 
of the fort all along the palifades, with 
a balufl:rade. On this pavernent the 
fo1diers ftand and fire through the holes 
upon the enezny, without being expofed to 
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their fire. In the lafi year, 1748, tw 
hundred n1en were in garrifon here; but 
at .this tirne there were only a go\'ernor, a 
eo m lniifary, a baker, and fix foldiers to 
take care of the fort and buildings, and to 
fu per in tend the provifions w hi eh a re carried 
to this place. The perfon \Vho now com
manded at the .fort, was the Che\·alier 
de Gannes, a very agreeable gentlen1an, and 
brother-in-law to 1\1r. LZffignan, the go
vernor of fort St. Frederic. The ground 
about the fort, on both fides of the \Vater, 
is rich and has a very good foil; but it is 
frill without inhabitants, though it is talked 
of, that it f11ouJd get fonJe as foon as pofEble. 

THE French in a1l Cuzada call the gnats 
lviarangoins, which name, it is faid, they 
have borrov;ed from the l!ldians. ,..fheft 
infects are in fuch prodigious numbers ·'in 
the vvoods round fort Sr. ']ohn, that it 
would have been more properly called fort 
de Marangoins. The marfhes and the 
low fituation of the country, together \Vith 
the extent of the woods, contribute greatly 
to their n1ultiplyiog fo mut:h; and when 
the woods will be cut do\vn, the water 
drained, and the country cultivated, they 
probably will decreafe in number, and 
vanilh at lait, as they have done in other 
places. 



THE R attle Snake, according to the 
unanimous accoun ts of the French, is never 
feen in this neighbourhood, nor further 
north near Montreal and Qgebec ; and the 
mountains which furround fort St. Frederic, 
are the moll: northerly part on this fide, 
where they have been feen. Of all the 
fnakes which are found in Canada to the 
north of thefe mountains, none is poifon
ous enough to do any great hann to a man; 
and all without exception run away when 
they fee a man. My remarks on the 
nature and properties of the rattle-fnake, 
I have cortln1unicare-d to the royal Swedijb 
academy of fciences, * and thither I rei er 
my readers. 

July the 22d. TH1s evening feme 
peo.ple arrived with horfes from Prairie, in 
order to fetch us. The governor had fent 
for them at my defire, becaufe there were 
not yet any horfes near fort St. Jo!Ln, the 
place being only a year old, and the peop1e 
had not had time to fettle near it. 'I'hofe 
who led the horfes, brought letters to the go
vernor from the governor-general of Ca;zada, 
the Marquis la Galijfonicre, dated at f<...uebec 
the fifteenth of this month, and from the 
vice-governor of Montreal, the B.1ron 

• See their Memoirs for the year 1752, p. 3081 feeL 9· 
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de Longueil, dated the twenty-firfl: of the · 
fame month. They mentioned that I had 
been particularly recommended by the 
French court, and that the governor {hould 
fupply me with every thing I wanted, and 
forward my journey; and at the fame time 
the governor received two little caiks of 
wine for me, which they thought would 
relieve me on my journey. At night we 
drank the kings of France and Sweden's 
health, under a falute from the cannon of 
the fort, and the health of the governor
general and others. 

July the 2 3d. THIS morning we fet 
out on our journey to Prairie, from \vhence 
we intended to proceed to Montreal; the 
difiance of Prairie from fort St John, by 
land, is reckoned fix French miles, and f:om 
thence to Montreal two lieues (leagues) 
and a half, by the river St. Lawrence. At 
firfl: we kept along the 1hore, fo that 
\Ve had on our right the Ri··m"ere de St. 'Jean 
(St. John's rive:-). This is the narne of 
the mouth of the lake Champlain, which 
falls into the river St. Lawrence, and 
is fometimes called Riviere de Clzamplain 
(Champlain river.) After we had travelle4 
about a Frc'zcll i.&lile, we turned to the left 
from the {hore. The country was always 
lo\V, \voodv, an orettv wet, though it was 
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in the n1idfi of fummer; fo that we found 
it difficu] t to get forward. But it is to be 
obferved that fort St. Jolzn was only built 
lafi: ftunmer, when this road was firfi n1ade, 
and confequently it could not yet have ac
quired a proper degree of fo]idity. Two 
hundred and fixty men were three months 
at work, in making this road; for which 
they were fed at the expence of the go
vernment, and each received thirty fols 
every day ; and I \vas told that they would 
~gain reftJme the work next autumn. The 
country hereabouts is low and woody, and 
of courfe the refidence of millions of gnats 
and flies, which were very troublefome to 
us. After \Ve had gone about three French 
nliles, we can1e out of the woods, and the 
ground feen1ed to have been formerly a 
marih, which was now dried up. From 
hence we had a pretty good profpect on all 
:fides. On our right hand at a great dif
tance we faw two high n1ountains, rifing 
remarkably above the refl: ; and they were 
not far frorn fort Champ lain. We could 
1ikewife fron1 hence fee the high mountain 
which lies near Montreal; and our road went 
on nearly in a firaight line. Soon after, we got 
again upon wet and low grounds, and after 
that into a wood which confifl:ed chid1y of ' 
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the fir with leaves which have a filvery 
underfide. * V/ e found the fo· hich we 
pa!fed over to day, vety fine and rich, and 
when the woods will be cleared and the 
ground cultivated, it will probably prove 
very fertile. There are no rocks} and hardly 
any fiones near the road. 

ABOUT four French miles from fort Sr .. 
John, the country makes quite another 
appearance. It is all cultivated, and a con
tinual variety of fields \Vith excellent wheat; 
peafe, and oats, prefented itfelf to our view; 
but we faw no other kinds of corn. The 
farms flood fcattered, and each of them 
was furrounded by its corn fields, and .mea
dows; the houfes are built of wood and 
very fmall. Inftead of n1ofs, which can
not be got here, they employ clay for flop
ping up the crevices in the walls. The 
roofs are made very much floping, and 
covered with fl:raw. The foil is good, flat, 
and divided by feveral rivulets; and only 
in a few places there are fome little hi1ls. 
The profpect is very fine from this part of 
the road, and as far as I could fee the 
coun try, it was cultivated; all the fields 
were covered with corn, and they generally 
ufe fummer-wheat here. The ground is 

A6ies foliir ft6tus argenteil. 
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frill very fertile, fo that there is no occafion 
for leaving it 1y as fallow. The forefis are 
pretty much cleared, and it is to be feared 
that there will be a time, when wood wi11 
become very fcarce. Such was the appear
ance of the country quite up to Prairie, 
and the river St. Lawrence, which lafl: we 
had now always in fight; and, in a word 
this country was, in my opinion the fineft 
of North-America, which I had hitherto
feen. 

ABouT dinner-time we arrived at Prai
rie, which is fituated on a little rifing 
ground near the river St. Larzvrence·.. We 
fiaid here this day, becaufe I intended to 
vifit the places in this neighbourhood, be
fore I went on. 

Pra-irie de la Magdelene is a fmall village 
on the eaftern fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
about two French miles and a half frmn 
Montreal, which place lies N. W. from 
hence, on the other fide of the river. All 
the country round Prairie is quite flat, and 
h hardly any rifings. On all fides are 
large corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. 
On the weftern fide, the river St. Lawrence 
paffes by, and has here a breadth of a French 
mile and a half, if not more. Moll: of the 
houfes in Prairie are built of timber, with 
fioping wooden roofs, and the crevices in 

the-
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the \Va11s are fiopped up with clay. There 
are feme little buildings of ftone, ch;eft.y 
of the black lime-fione, or of pieces of 
rock-fi:one, in which latter the enchafe
ment of the doors and \Vindows was made 
of the black lime-fi:one. In the midfl: of 
the village is a pretty church of il:one, with 
a fteeple at the weft end of it, furnilhed 
with bells. Before the door is a crofs, to
gether with ladders, tongs, hammers, nails, 
&c. which are to reprefent all the infl:ru
ments made ufe of at the crucifixion of our 
Saviour, and perhaps n1any others befides 
them. The village is furrounded with 
palifades, from four yards to five high, put 
up formerly as a barrier againft the in
curfions of the Indians. Without thefe 
palifades are feveral little kitchen and plea
fure gardens, but very few fruit-trees in 
them. The riling grounds along the river, 
are very inconfiderable here. In this place 
there was a prieft, and a captain, who 
affumed the name of governor. The corn
fields round the place are extenfive, and 
fown with fumrner-wheat; but rye, barley 
and maize are never feen. To the fouth
weft of this place is a great fall in the 
river St. Lawrence, and the noife which it 
caufes, may be plainly 1 eard here. When 
the \Vater in fpring encreafes _in the river, 
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on account of the ice which then begin~ 
to diifolve, it fometin1es happens to rife fo 
hiah as to overflow a great part of the 
:fields, and, infiead of fertilizing them as the 
river Nile fertilizes the Egyptian fields by 
its inundations, it does them much damage, 
by carrying a number of gr::dfes and plants 
on them, the feeds of which lpread the 
wodl: kind of we~ds, and ruin the fields. 
Thefe inundatiot:-,. r hlige the people to 
take their cattle a great way off, becaufe 
the water covers a great·traCl: of land; but 
happily it never frays on it above two or 
three days. The caufe of thefe inundations 
js generally on ing to the fropping of ice 
in fome part of the river. 

THE Zizania aquatica, or Folie AvQt.ne 
grows plentiful in the rivulet, or brook, 
which flows fomewhat below Prairie. 

'July the 24th. THIS morning I went 
from Prairie in a bateau to Montreal, upon 
the river St. Lawrence. The river is very 
rapid, _but not very deep near Prairie, fo 
that the yacht cannot go higher than Mon· 
treal, except in fpring with the high water, 
when they can come up to Prairif> but no 
further. The town of Montreal may be feen 
~lt Praz"rz'e, and all the way down to it. On 
our arrival, there we found a crowd of 

eoplc at that gate of the town, where '"'<f 
\ver~ 
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·ere to pafs through. They were very 
defirous of feeing us, becaufe they \Vere in 
formed that fame Swedes were to come to 
town; people of whom they had heard 
fomething, but whom they had never feen; 
and \Ve were afiured by every body, that 
we were the firfi Swedes that ever came to 
l.fontreal. As foon as we were landed~ the 
governor of rhe town fent a captain to me, 
\vho defired I would follow him to the 
governor's houfe, whert=> he introduced me 
to him. The Baron Longueut! was as yet 
vice-governor, but he d~uly expected his 
promotion from France. ' l-Ie receive-d me 
more civilly and generonfly than I can well 
defcribe, and lhewed m e letters from the 
governor-general ar ffQtebec, the Marquis 
de la Galijfoniere, which mentioned that he 
had received orders from the French court 
to fupply me with whatevt>r I ihould v;ant, 
as I was to travel in this country at the ex
pence of his mofi Ch r tfiian majei1y. In 
lhort governor Longueuil loaded me with 
greater favours than l could expeCt or even . 
imagine, both during my prefent fray and 
C&ln my return from Sj(uebec. 

THE difference between the manners and 
cui1oms of the French in Montreal and 
Canada, and thofe of the Englijh in the 
A merican colonies, is as great as that be-

D 4 tween 
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tween the manners of thofe two nations in 
Europe. The women in general are hand
fame here ; they are vtell bred, and virtu
ous with an innocent and becoming free
dom. They drefs out very fine on Sundays; 
and though on the other days they do not 
take much pains with other parts of their 
drefs, yet they are very fond of adorning 
their heads, the hair of which is always 
curled and powdered, and ornatnented with 
glittering bodkins and aigrettes. Every 
day but Sunday, they wear a little neat 
jacket, and a fhort petticoat which hardly 
reaches half the leg> and in this particular 
they feem to imitate the Indian women. 
The heels of their ihoes are high, and very 
narrow, and it is furprizing how they walk 
on them. In their knowledge of ceconotny, 
they greatly furpafs the Englijh won1en iQ. 
the plantations, who indeed have taken the 
liberty of throwing all the burthen of houfe .. 
keeping upon their huibands, and fit in their 
chairs all day V.'ith folded ctrms. * The 
women in Canada on the contrary do not 
fpa~e themfelves, efpecially among the com-

mon 

• I~ feetrs, that for the future, the fair fex in the E nglijb 
colonies in North-Amer ·~a, will no longer deferve the re
pr~aches Mr. Kalm ftigm .. tizes them ~ith repeatedly, :fince 
1t Is generally reported, that the ladies of late have vied 
one ~ith arotl'Cf, inr providing their ~amilies with linen, 
flockmgs, and h?r;ne-.p.un cloath of t_heir own making, and 
~hat a ge.neral fpnt of 1nduftry p!t!va!ls among them at this 
prefent time. F. ' 
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mon people, where they are alw ays in the 
fields, meadows, fiabl ~ s, &c. and do not 
diflike any work whatfoever. However, they 
feem rather remifs in regard to the cleaning 
of the utenfils, and apartn1ents; for fame
times the floors, both in the town and country, 
were hardly cleaned once in fix months, 
which is a difagreeable fight to one who 
comes from an1ongft the Dutch and Englijh, 
where the confi:ant fcouring and fcrubbing 
of the floors, is reckoned as important as 
the exercife of religion itfelf. To prevent 
the thick duft, which is thus left on the 
floor, from being noxious to the health, the 
women "vet it feveral times a day, which 
renders it mo;e confiftent; repeating tbe 
afperGon as often as the dufl: is dry and 
rifes again. Upon the whole, he wever, 
they are not averfe to the taking a part in 
all the bulinefs of houfekeeping; and I have 
with pleafure feen the daughters of the bet
ter fort of people, and of the governor him
felf, not too finely dreifed, and going into 
kitchens and cellars, to look that every 
thing be done as it ought. 

Tu E men are extremely civil, and take 
their hats off to every perfon indifferently 
whom they meet in the ftreets. It is cufio
mary to return a viilt the day after you 
have received one; though one ibould have 
. ome [cores to pay in one day. ~ 

I HAVE 
\ ' 
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I HAvE been told by fome among the 
French, who had gone a beaver-hunting 
with the Indt'ans to the northern parts of 
Canada, that the animals, w hofe ikins they 
endeavour to get, and which are there in 
great plenty, are beavers, wild cats, or 
lynxs, and martens. Thefe animals are the 
more valued, the fu rther they are caught 
to the north, for their ikins have better 
hair, and look bet~er than thofe which are 
taken more fouth ward, and they became 
gradually better or worfe, the more they 
are northward or fo uth\vard. 

JVht'te P atr£dges * is the name which the 
French in Canada give to a kind of birds, 
abounding during winrer near Hudfln's 
Bay , and which are undoubtedly our Ptar
migans, or Snow-hens ('Ietrao Lagopus). 
They are very plentiful at the time of a 
great frofi, and when a confiderable quanti
ty of fnow happens to falL They are defcrib
ed to me as having rough white feet, and 
being white all over, except three or four 
blacK feathers in the tail; and they are 
reckoned very fine eating. From Edward's 
Natural Hiftory of Birds (pag. 7 2.) it ap
pears, that the ptarmigans are comn1on 
about Hudjon's Bay t· 

.. Harts 
,.. Perdrix blanches. 
t See Bf·. Zoo/. Suppl. plate XIII. f. 1. F . 
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Bares are likewife faid to be plentiful 

near Hudjon's Bay, and they are abundant 
even in Canada, where I have often feen. 
and found them perfeCtly correfponding 
with our S'u;cdijh hares. In fumrner they 
have a brownilh grey, and in ~vinter a fnowy 
white colour, as with us*. 

MEcHANICS, fuch as architeCl:ure,cabinet
·work, turning, and the like, \Vere not yet 
fo forward here as they ought to be; and 
the Englijh, in that particular, out do the 
French. The chief caufe of this is, that 
fcarce any other people than difrniifed fol
diers come to fettle here, who have not 
had any opportunity of learning a mecha
nical trade, but have fometimes acciden
tally, and through neceffity b~en obli~ed 
to it. There are however iotne, who have 
a good notion of mechanics, and I faw a 
perfon here, who made very good clocks, 
and watches, though he had had but very 
little inil:ruB:ion. 

July the 27th. THE comn1on houfe
flies have but been obferved in this country 
about one hundred and fifty yeJrs ago, as I 
have been affured by feveral perfons in this 
town, and in ff<..uebec. All the Ind£ans !Tert 
the fame thing, and are of opinion that the 

corn-

See a figure of this hare in its white ftate, in the Suppl. 
/Jr. Zqol. plate XL VII. f. 1. F. 
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common flies firft came over here, with 
the Europeans and their fl1ips, which were 
ftranded on this coafi. I fhall not difpute 
this; however, I know·, that whiHl: I was 
in the defarts between Saratoga and Crown
point, or fort St. Frederic, and fat down to 
refi or to eat, a number of our common 
flies always catne, and fettled on me. It 
is therefore dubious, whether they have 
not been longer in America than the term 
above mentioned, or whether they have 
been imported from Europe On the other 
hand, it n1ay be urged that the flies were 
left in hofe defarts at the time when fort 
Anne \vas yet in a good condition, and 
·when the Englijb often travelled there and 
back again ; not to mention that feveral 
Europeans, both before and after that time, 
had travelled through thofe places, and car
ried the flies \vith them, which were at
traCted by their provifions. 

Wild Cattle are abundant in the fouthern 
parts of Canada, and have been there fince 
tin1es immemorial. They are plentiful in 
thofe parts, particularly where the 1/li.nois 
.lnd£ans live, which are nearly in the fame 
latitude with Ph,£/adelphia; but further to 
the north they are feldotn obferved. I 
favv the :fkin of a wild ox to-day; it was 
as big as one of the largefi ox hides in Eu-

rope:, 
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ope, but had bett~r hair. The hair is 
dark brown, like that on a brown bear-
1kin. That \vhich is clofe to the fkin, is 
as foft as wool. This hide was not very 
thick; and in general they do not reckon 
them fo valuable as bear-.ikins in France,. 
In winter they are fpread on the Boors, 
to keep the feet ·warm... Some of thefe 
wild cattle, as I am told, have a long and 
fine wool, as good, if not better, than 
iheep wool. They make itockings, clothl> 
gloves, and other pieces of \Vorfi:ed work 
of it, which look as well as if they were 
made of the bell: lheep wool; and the In
dians employ it for feveral ufes. The fleih 
equals the beft beef in goodnefs and fatnefs. 
Sometimes the hides are thick, and n1a y 
be made ufe of as cow-hides are in Europe. 
The wild cattle in general are faid to be 
ftronger and bigger, than European cattle~ 
and of a brown red colour. Their horns 
are but !horr, though very thick clofe to 
the head. Thefe and feveral other q uali
ties, which they have in common with,. 
and in greater perfeCtion than the tatne 
cattle, have induced fome to endeavour to 
tame them; by which means they would· 
obtain the advant2ges arifing from their 
goodnefs of l"~air, and, on account of their 
great fireng h, be able to ero ploy then1 

fuc .. 
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fuccefsfu1Iy in agriculture. With this view 
fame have repeatedly got young wild calves, 
and brought them up in f<..yebec, and other 
places, an1ong the tame cattle; but they 
cornmonly died in three or four years time; 
and though they have feen people every day, 
yet they have always retained a natural fero
city. They have conil:antly been very ihy, 
pricked up their ears at the fight of a 
n1an, and trembled, or run about ; fo 
that the art of ta1ning them has not hi
therto been found out. Some have been 
of opinion, that thefe cattle cannot well 
bear the cold ; as they never go north of 
the place I n1entioned, though the fumn1ers 
be very hot, ev~n in thofe northern parts. 
They think that, when the country about 
the Ill£no£s will be better peopled, it will be 
rnore eafv to tan1e thefe cattle, and that 
afterward-s they might mor~ eafily be ufed 
to the northerly climates~~. The Indianr 
and French in Canada, make ufe of the 
horns of the!e creatures to put gun-powder 
in. I have briefly mentioned the wild cat
tle in the for mer parts of this journey 4~. 

THE 

.. But by this means they would loofe that fuperiority, 
which in their wild fiate they have over the tame cattle ; 
as all the progenies of tamed animals degenerate from the 
excellence of their wild and free anceftors. f'. 

t See Vol. I. p. zo7. 
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THE peace, which was concluded be
tween France and England, was proclaimed 
this day. The foldiers were under arms; the 
artillery on the walls was fired off, and fome 
falutes were given by the fmall fire-arms. 
All night fon1e fireworks \Vere exhibited, 
and the whole town was illuminated. Ail 
the frreets were crowded with people, till 
late at night. The governor invited me to 
fupper, and to partake of the joy of the 
inhabitants. There were prefent a num
ber of officers, and perfons of di!l:int1ion; and 
the fefiival concluded with the greateft joy. 

July the 28th. THrs morning I accom
panied the governor, baron Longueuil, and 
his family, to a little ifland called Magde ... 
lene, \Vhich is his own property. It lies in 
the river St. Lawrence, directly oppofite to 
the town, on the eaftern fide. The gover
nor had here a very neat houfe, though 
it was not very large, a fine extenfive gar
den, and a court-yard. The river paffes 
between the town and this iiland, and is 
very rapid. Near the town it is deep 
enough for yachts ; but towards the iiland 
it grows more lhallow, [o that they are 
obliged to pufh the boats forwards with 
poles. There was a mill on the iiland, 
turned by the mere force of, the fiream, 
\Vi thou t an additional mill-dan1. 

THE 
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THE fmooth fumach, or Rhus glabra, 
grows in great plenty here. I have no 
where feen it fo tall as in this place, where 
it had fon1etimes the height of eight yards, 
and a proportionable thicknefs. 

Sq!fajras is planted here; for it is never 
found wild in thefe parts, fort Anne being 
the mofl: northerly place where I have found 
it wild. Thofe !hrubs which \vere on the 
ifiand, had been planted many years ago; 
however, they were but fmalllhruhs, from 
two to three feet high, and fcarce fo much. 
The reafon is, becaufe the ftem is killed 
every winter, almoft down to the very root, 
and mufi: produce new !hoots every fpring, 
as I have found fro1n my own obfervations 
here; and fo it appeared to be near the forts 
Anne, Niclzo!Jon, and 0f't.1Jego. It will there
fore be in vain to attempt to plant faifa.fras 
in a very cold climate. 

THE red Mulberry-trees (Morus ruhra, 
Linn.) are like wife planted here. I faw 
four or five of thern about five yards high, 
which the governor · told me, had been 
twenty years in this place, and were brought 
from more foutherly parts, fince they do 
not grow wild near Montreal. The moft 
northerly place, where I have found it 
growing fpontaneoufiy, is about twenty 
Englijh miles north of Albany, as I have 

been 
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been allured by the country people, who 
Jive in that place, and who at the fame 
titne informed me, that it was very fcarce 
in the woods. When I came to Saratoga, 
I enquired whether any of thefe mulberry
trees had been found in that neighbour
hood ? but every body told me, that they 
\vere never feen in thofe parts, but that 
the before ruentioncd place, twenty n1iles 
above .Albany, is the mofi northern one 
where they groT.v. Thofe mulbe~ry-trees, 
which were planted on this ifland, fucceed 
very well, though they are placed in a poor 
1oil. The!r foliage is large and t. ick, but 
they did not bear any fruits this year. Ho\v
ever, I was informed that they can bear a 
confiderable degree of cold. 

THE Waterbeeclz \Vas planted here in a 
{hady place, and was grown to a great 
height. All the French hereabouts call it 
Cotonz"er *. It is never found wild near the 
river St. Lawrence; nor north of fort St 
Frederz"c, where it is now very f<:arce. 

TuE red Ced~,r is called Cedre rouge by 
the French, and it was likev1ife planted in 
the governor's garden, whither it had been 
brought from more fouthern parts, for it is 
not to be met ·with in the forefts here-

VoL. Ill. E abouts. 

• Col/on-tree. Mr. Kalm mentions before, that this name 
is given to the .dJC!epiaJ Syria(a. s~ Vol. Ill. P· zS. F. 
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abouts. However, it came on very well 
here. 

ABoUT half an hour after feven in the 
evening we left this plr>afant iiland, and an 
hour after our return the baron de Longueuil 
received two agreeable pieces of news at once. 
The firft was, that his fon, who had been 
two years in France, was returned ; and 
the fecond, that he had brought with him 
the royal · patents for his fath "r, by which 
he was appointed governor of Montreal, 
and the country belonging to it. 

THEY make ufe of fans here, which are 
made of the tails of the wild turkeys. As 
foon as the birds are lhot, their tails are 
fpread like fans, and dried, by which means 
they keep their figure. The ladies and the 
men of difiinCtion in to\vn wear thefe fans, 
when they walk in the flreets, during the 
intenfenefs of the heat. 

Ar,L the grafs on the meadows round 
Montreal, confifis chiefly of a fpecies of Mea
dow-grafi, or the Poa capillaris, Linn. * 
This is a very fiender grafs, which grows 
very clofe, and fucceeds even on the drieft 
hills. It is however not rich in foliage; 
and the ilender fialk is chiefly ufed for hay. 

\Ve 

. * Mr. Kalm defcribes it thus: Poa culmo }"ubcompr1fo, pa
n:cula tenui.ffima,jpicttli; trijloriJ minimh,flofculu baji pubejan· 
td;us. · 
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We have nurnerous kinds of graffes in 
Stzoeden, which make infinitely finer mea
dows than this. 

July the 3oth. TIIE w£/d Plumb-trees 
gro v in great abundance on the hills, along 
the rivulets about the town. They were 
fo ]oaded with fruit, that the boughs were 
qnite bent downwards by the weight. The 
fruit was not yet ripe, but when it con1es 
to that perfeCl:ion, it ha~ a red colour and 
a fine tafie, and preferves are fon1etin1es 
made of it. 

Black Currants (Ribes ni'grum, Lin12.) are 
plentiful in the fame places, and its b rries 
were ripe at this time. They are very fm~lJ, 
and not by far fo agreeable as thofe in Sweden .. 

Parfneps grow in great abundance on the 
riG.ng banks of rivers, along the corn-fields, 
and in other places; This led me o tl ink, 
that they were original natives of ./lmerica, 
and not fidl: brought over by the Europeans. 
But on my-journey into the country of the 
lroquois, where no European ever ha a fet
tlen1ent, I never once fa'v it, though the 
foil \vas excellent; and from hence it ap ... 
pears plain enough, that it was tranfported 
hither from Europe, and is not originally 
an American plant ; a d therefore it is in 
vain fought for in any pa'tt of this con-

E 2 - tinent, 
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tinent, except among the European fettle .. 
ments, 

Augufl the 10:. THE governor-general 
of Canada comn1only refides at fi2.!:_1ebec,; but 
he frequently goes to Montreal, and gene
ra1Iy fpends the winter there. In fu1nmer 
he chiefly refides at f<..uebec, on account of 
the king's lhips, which arrive there during 
that feafon, and bring hirn letters, which 
he n1ul1: anfwer; befides other bufinefs 
"vhich comes in a bout that time. During 
his refidence in Montreal he lives in the 
cafile, as it is ca1led, which is a large houfe 
of fione, built by governor-general Vau
drcuil, and !lill belonging to his family, 
\vho hire it to the king. The governor
general de la Galllfoniere is faid to like Mont
real better than I?<.!febec, and indeed the fi
tuation of the forn1er is by far the more 
ageeable one. 

THEY have in Canada fcarce any other 
but paper-currency. I hardly ever faw any 
coin, except French [ols, conficting of brafs, 
witb a very fmall mixture of filver; they 
\\'ere quite thin by confiant circulation, and 
were valued at a fol and a half. The bills 
are not printed, but written. Their ori
gin is as follows. The French king hav
ing fcund it very dangerous to fend money 

for 
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for the pay of the troops, and other pur
pofes, over to Canada, on account of pri
vateers, ili i pwrecks, and other accidents ; 
he ordered that infiead of it the intendant~ 
or king's fieward, at ff<.Eebec, or the cotn
milfary at Montreal, is to write bills for 
the value of the [urns \vhich are due to 
the troops, and which he difhibutes to 
each foldier. On thefe bills is infcribed, th:jt 
they bear the value of fuch or fuch a fum, 
till next Otlober; and they are i1gned by 
the intendant, or the con1miffary; and in 
the interval they bear the value of money. In 
the month of Otlober, at a certain ftated time, 
every one brings the bills in his poifefi1on 
to the intendant at ff<J:.tebec, or the corn
miiflry at Mo11treal, who exchanges them 
for bills of exchange upon France, which 
are paid there in lav•:ful money, at the king's 
exchequer, as foon as they are prefented. 
If the money is not yet \vanted, the bill 
may be kept till next October, when it may 
be exchanged by one of thofe gentlen1en, 
for a bill upon France. The paper money 
can only be delivered in OBober, and ex
changed for bills upon France. They are 
of different values, and fome do not ex
ceed a Hvre, and perhaps iome are fii1l 1efs. 
Towards autumn when the merchants ihio' 
cpn1e in from France, the merchants e~-

E .3 deavour 
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deavour to get as many bills as they can, 
and change them for bills upon the Frencll 
trea(ury. Thefe bills are partly printed, 
{paces being left for the name, fum, &c. 
But the firft bill, or paper currency is all 
wrote, and is therefore fubjeCl: to be coun
terfeited, which has fometimes been done; 
but the great puniiliments, \vhich have been 
inf1iCced upon the authors of thefe forged 
bills, and \vbich generally are capital, have de
terred people from attempting it again; fo 
that exarr.1 ples of this kind are very fcarce 
at pre{ent. As there is a great want of 
fmall coin here, the buyers, or fellers, 
were frequently obliged to fuffer a frnall 
lofs, and could pay no intermediate prices 
between one livre and two *. 

THEY commonly give one hu11dred and 
fifty livres a year to a faithful and dili
gent footman, and to a maid-fervant of the 
fame character one hundred !ivres. A jour
neymen to an artift gets three or four Ii .. 
vres a day, and a common 1, bouring man 
gets thirty or forty fols a day. The fear
city oflabouring people occafions the wages 
to be fo high; for almoft every boJy finds 

it 

"" The fol is the loweft coin in Canada, and is about the 
value of a penny in the E1'glifo co!onies. A licvrp, or fr ne, 
~for they are both the fame) contains twe1.ty fols; a 1d lhree 
hvres, or francs, make an cct·, or crown. 



Montreal. 

it fo eafy to fet up as a farmer in this un
cultivated country, \\here he can live welJ, 
and at a fmall expeoce, thQt he does not 
care to ferve and work for others. 

Montreal is the fecond town in Canada, 
in regard to fize and wealth; but it is 
the firft on account of its fine fituation, 
and mild climate. Somewhat above the 
town, the river St. Lawrence divides into 
feveral branches, and by that means forms 
feveral iflands, among which the i.fle of 
Montreal is the greatdl. It is ten French 
miles long, and near four broad, in its 
broadeft part. The town of }lfontreal is 
built on the eafiern fide of the i!land, and 
clofe to one of the n1oft confiderable bran
ches of the river St. Lawrence; and thus it 
receives a very pleafant, and advantageous 
fituation. The town has a quadrangular 
form, or rather it is a reCtangular paralle
logram, the long and eafiern fide of which 
extends along the great branch of the river. 
On the other fide it is furrounded with ex
cellent corn-fields, charming meadows, and 
delightful woods. It has got the name of 
Montreal from a great mountain, about half 
a mile \Vefiwards of the town, and lifting 
its head far above the woods. Monf. Car
fier, one of the .firfi Frenclzmen who fur
veyed Canada more accurately, called this 
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mountain [o, on his arrival in this ifland, 
in the year 1535, \vhen he vifited the n1oun
tain, qnd the Indian town Hojhelaga near 
it. The priefis who, according to tbe Ro
tnan ca·holic way, would call every pbce in 
this country after fome faint or other, call-
ed Montreal, 1/zlle litfarz"e, but they have not 
been able to make this nan1e general, for 
it has ahvays kept its fidl ndme. It is 
pretty well for~ified, and furrcunded with 
a high and thick wall. On the eafi: fide it 
has the river St. Lawrence, and on all the 
other fides a deep ditch filled with water, 
"'hich fecures the inhabitants againfi: all 
d nger from the fudden incurfions of the 
enemy's troops. Ho vever, it cannot long 
il:and a regular fiege, becaufe it requires a 
great garrifon, on account of its extent; 
and bccaufe ~t confifts chiefly of wooden 
houfes. Here are feveral churches, of 
'vhich I !hall only mention that belong
ing to the friars of the order of St. Sulp£
tius, that of the Jefuits, that of the Fran
cifcan friars, that belonging to the nunne
ry, and that of the hofpital ; of which the 
firft is however by far the fineft, both in 
regard to its outward and inw;1rd orn..l
ments, not only in this place, hl't in all 
fJanada. The priefis of the 1eminary of 
St. Sulpitius have a fine large hou[r, where 

they 
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they live together. The college of the 
Francifcan friars is Iikewife fpacious, and 
has good walls, but it is not fo magnificent 
as the former. The college of the Jefuits 
is fma11, but well built. To each of thefe 
three buildings are annexed fine large garden~, 
for the an1ufement, health, and ufe of the 
comrnunities to which they belong. Some 
of the hou[es in the town are built of fl:one, 
but rnoi1: of tbetn are of tirnber, though 
very neatly built. Each of the better fort 
of houfes has a door towards the fireet, 
\vith a feat on e:1ch ftde of it, for amufe
ment and recreation in the rnorning and 
evening. The long fireets are broad and 
firait, and divided at rjght angles by the 
fhort ones : Come are paved, but mo11 of 
thern very uneven. The gates of the town 
are numerous; on the eaft fide of the town 
towards the river are five, two great and 
three Iefrer ones ; and on the oth;r fide are 
likewife feveral. The governor-general of 
Canada, when he is at Montreal, refides in 
the caftle, which the government hires for 
that purpofe of the fami!y of Vaudreui/; 
but the governor of Montreal is obliged 
to buy or hire a houfe in town ; though 
I was told, that the government contribut
ed towards paying the rents. 

IN the town is a lvztnnery, and without 
its 
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its \7\ralls half a one; for though the la!l: was 
quite ready, however, it had not yet been 
confirmed by the pope. In the firil: they 
do not receive every girl that offers her
felf; for their parents mufi pay about five 
hundred ecus, or crowns, for thern. Some 
indeed are admitted for three hundred ecus, 
but they are obliged to ferve thofe who 
pay more than they. No poor girls are 
taken in. 

THE king has ereCted a hofpital for fick 
foldiers here. The fick perfon there is pro
vided with every thing he wants, and theking 
pays twelve fols every day for his ftay, at
tendance, &c. The furgeons are paid by the 
king.. When an officer is brought to th~ 
hofpital, who is fallen fick in the fervice of 
the crown, he receives vitl:uals and attend-
ance gratis : but if he has got a ficknefs in 
the execution of his private concerns, and 
comes to be cured here, he mufl: pay it out 
of his own purie. vVhen there is room 
enough in the hofpita1, they likewife take 
in fon1e of the fick inhabitants of the to\vn 
and country. They have the medicines, and 
the attendance of the furgeons, gratis, but 
muft pay twelve fo]s per day for meat, &c. 

, EvERY Friday is a market-day, when the 
country people con1e to the town with pro
l'ifions, and thofe who want them n1ull: 

fupply 
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fupply themfelres on tl.at day~ becaufe it is 
the only market-day in the whole week. 
On that day likewife a number of Indians 
come to town, to fell their goods, and buy 
others. 

THE declination of the magnetic needle 
\vas here ten degrees and thirty-eight mi
nutes, weft. Mr. Gillion, one of the priefts 
here, \V ho had a particular tafi:e for mathe
maticks and aftronomy, had drawn a me
ridian in the garden of the ferninary, \V hi eh 
he faid he had examined repeatedly by the 
fun and fi:ars, and found to be very exaCt. 
I compared n1y compafs with it, taking 
care, tha~ no iron \vas near it, and found 
its dcclinat!on juft the fan1e, as that \vhich 
I have 'befor,! mentioned. 

AccoRDING to Monf. Gillt'l7:/s obferva
tions, the latitude of lvlontreal is forty
fi .. ·e degrees and twenty-feven minutes. 

MoNsR. Pontarion, ~nother priefl:, had 
made th crmotnetrical obfervations in J!vfont
real, from the beginning of this year 1749. 
He mane uf~ of Reaumur's thermometer, 
which he. placed fornetimes in a window 
half open, and fometirnes in one quite 
open, and acco;-dingly it will f~ldom n1ark 
the great ell degree of colJ in 'he air. How
ever, I a1all give a !hart abfiratl: of his ob
fervaticns for the winter nlonths. In Ja-
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nuary the greatefi cold was on the 18th day 
of the month, when the Reaumurian ther
mometer was twenty-three degrees below 
the freezing point. The leaft degree of cold 
'vas on the 3 1ft of the fame month, when 
it was juft at the freezing point, but moft 
of the days of this month it was from 
twelve to fifteen degrees below the freez
ing point. ln February the greatefl: cold 
\tvas on the 19th, and 2 sth, when the ther
morneter was fourteen degrees below the 
freezing point ; anrl the leail: was on the 
3d day of that month, when it rofe eight 
degrees above the freezing point; but it 
was generally ele\·en degrees below it. ln 
.Lo/Iarclz the greatefl: cold was on the 3d, 
when it was ten degrees below the freez
ing point, 2nd on the 2 zd, 2 3d, and 24th, 
it was n1ildefl, being fifteen degrees above 
it: in general it was four degrees belovv it. 
In April the greateil: degree of cold hap
pened on the 7th, the thermometer being 
:five degrees below the freezing point; the 
2 s!h was the rnildefi day, it being twenty 
degrees above the freezing point; but in 
general it was twelve degrees above it. 
Thefe are the contents chiefly ofMonf. Pon
tarion's obfervations during thofe months; 
but I found, by the manner he made his ob .. 
fervations, that the cold had every day been 
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from four to Gx degrees greater, than he 
had marked it. He had likewifl:! marked 
in his journal, that the ice in the river St. 
Lawrence broke on the 3d of April at 
Montreal, and only on the 2oth day of 
that mcnth at ~uebec. On the 3d of May 
fonJe trees began to flower at Montreal, 
and on the 12th the hoary froft was fo 
great, that the trees were quite covered 
with it, as with fnow. The ice in the ri
ver clofe to this town is every winter above 
a French foot thick, and fometimes it is 
two of fuch feet, as I ·was informed by all 
whom I confulted on that head. 

SEVERAL of the friars here told me, that 
the fumrners were remarkably longer in 
Canada, fince its cultivation, than they ufed 
to be before; it begins earlier, and ends 
later. The winters on the other h1nd are 
much .lhorter; but the friars were of opi
nion, that they were as hard as formerly, 
though they ·were not of the fame dura
tion ; and likewife, that the fummer at 
prefent was no hotter, than it ufed to be. 
The coldeft winds at Montreal are thofe 
from the north and north-weft. 

Augufl the zd. EARLY this morning 
vte 1ett Montreal, and went in a bateau on 
our journey to ff<Jtebec, in company with the 
iecond major of Montreal, M. de Sermon-

vi/le. 
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~if/e. We fell down the river St. Law
rence, which was here pretty broad on our 
left; on the north- weft fide \Vas the ifle of 
]1.ontreal, and on the right a number of 
other ifles, and the {hore. The ifle of 
Montreal was clofcly inhabited along the 
river; and it was very plain, and the rifing 
land near the iliore confifted of pure mould, 
and was between three or four yards high. 
The woods \Vere cut down along the river
fide, for the diftance of an Englijh mile. 
'The dwelling-houfes were built of wood, or 
fione, ind1.fcrin)i nately, and white-wafhed on 
the outfide. The other buildings, fuch as 
barns, fl:ables, &c. were all of wood. The 
ground next to the river was turned either 
into corn-fields, or meadows. Nov1 and 
then we perceived churches on both fides of 
the river, the fieeples of which were gene· 
rally on that fide of the church, which 
looked towards the river, becaufe they are 
not obliged here to put the fteeples o~ the 
weft end of the churches. Within fix 
J:rrench mi,les of J,,1ontreal we faw feveral 
iflands of ditferent fizes on the river, and 
rnofi: of them were inhabited; and if fome of 
them were without houfes on thems they \V ere 
fometimes turned into corn-fields, but ge
nerally into meadows. We f.1w no moun
tains, hills, rocks, or ftones to-day, the 
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country being flat throughout, and confiil:
ing of pure mould. 

ALL the farms in Canada fland feparate 
from each other, fo that each farmer has 
his poffefiions entirely difiinet from thofe 
of his neighbour. Each church, it is true, 
has a little vilhge near it; but that con
fifis chiefly of the parfonage, a fchool for 
the boys and girls of the place, and of the 
houfes of tradefmen, bt t rarely of farm
houfes; and if that was the cafe, yet their 
fields were feparated. The farm-houfes 
hereabouts are generally built all along the 
rifing banks of the river, either clofe to the 
water or at fame difiance from it, and about 
three or four arpe;zs from each other. To 
fame farms are annexed fin all orchards; but 
they are in general without them; how
ever, almofi every farmer has a kitchen
garden. 

I HAVE been told by all thofe who have 
n1ade journies to the fouthern parts of Cana
da, and to the river Mif!!fippi, that the 
\\'Oods there abound with peach-trees, 
which bear excel)ent fruit, and that the 
Indians of thofe parts fdy, that thofe trees 
have been there fince timc:s immemorial. 

THE farm-houfes are genera11y built of 
fione, but fotnetimes of timber, and have 
three or four rooms. The windows are 
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feldon1 of glafs, but moil: frequently of pa· 
per. They have iron fioves in one of the 
rooms, and chimnies in the re{L The 
roofs are covered with boards. The ere• 
vices and chinks are filled up with clay. 
The other buildings are covered with ftraw. 

THERE are feveral Crojjes put up with 
the road fide, \V hich is parallel to the lhores 
of the river. Thefe croifes are very com
mon in Canada, and are put up to excite 
devotion in the travellers. They are made 
of wood, five or fix yards high, and pro
portionally broad. In that fide which lo·,ks 
towards the road is a fquare hole, in which 
they place an image of our Saviour, the 
crofs, or of the holy Virgin, with the child 
in her arms; and before that they put a 
piece of glafi:, to prevent its being fpoiled 
by the weather. Thofe croifes which are 
not far from churches, are very much 
adorned, and they put up about them all 
the infiruments ·which they think the Jews 
employed in crucifying our Saviour, fuch 
as a hatnmer, tongs, nails, a fla{k of vine
gar, and perhaps many n1ore than were 
really made ufe of. A figure of the cock, 
which cro\ved when St. Peter denied our 
Lord, is commonly put at the top of the 
crofs. 

THE country on both fides was very de• 
lightful 
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lightful to day, and the fine fiate of its cul
tivation, added greatly to the beauty of the 
fcene. It could really be called a village. 
beginning at Montreal, and endiBg at ~e
bec, which is a dill:ance of more than one 
hundred and eighty miles; for the farm
houfes are never above five arpens, and 
fometimes but three, afunder; a few places 
excepted. The profpect is exceedingly beau
tiful, when the river goes on for fome miles 
together in a firait line, becaufe it then 
ibortens the difiances between the houfes, 
and makes them form exattly one continue4 
village. 

ALL the women in the country, with
out exception, wear caps of fome kind or 
other. Their jackets are iliort, and fo are 
their petticoats, \vhich fcarce reach down 
to the middle of their legs ; and they have 
a filver crofs hanging down on the breafi. 
In general they are very laborious ; ho\v
ever, I faw fome, who, like the Englijh 
women in the colonies, did nothing but 
prattle all the day. When they have any 
thing to do within doors, they ( efpecially 
the girls) comrnonly fing fongs, in which the 
words Amour and Ca~r are very frequent. 
In the country it i,s ufual, that when the 
huiband receives a vifit from perfons of 
rank, and dines \Vith them, his wife fiands 
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behind and ferves him; but in the towns, 
'the ladies at•e more difiinguifhed, and would 
willingly aBume an equal, if not a fuperior, 
power to their huihands. When they go 
out of doors they \Vear long cloaks, which 
cover all their other clothes, and are either 
grey, brown, or blue. The men fame
times make ufe of them, when they are 
obliged to go into the rain. The women 
have the advantage of being in a dejhabille 
under thefe cloaks, without any body's per
ceiving it. 

WE fometimes fa w wind-mills near the 
farn1s. They were generally built of ftone~ 
with a roof ofboards, which, together with 
its flyers, could be turned to the wind occa
fionall y. 

THE breadth of the river was not always 
-equal to-day; in the narroweft place, it 
~ras about a quarter of an Englifh mile 
broad; in other parts it was near two Eng· 
lijh miles. The {bore was fometimes high 
and fl:eep, and fometin1es low, or floping. 

AT three o'clock this afternoon we paf
fed by the river, which falls into the river 
St. Lawrence, and comes from lake Cham
p!ai'n, in the n1iddle of which latter is a 
large i!land. The yachts which go be
t_ween lvfontreal and SZ_uebec, go on the 
1outh-eaft fide of this ifiand, becaufe it is 

deepec 
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~eeper there ; but the boats prefer the 
north-well: fide, becaufe it is nearer, and 
yet deep enough for thetn. Befides this 
ifland there are feveral more hereabouts, 
which are all inhabited. Somewhat fur
ther, the country on both fides the ri vcr is 
uninhabited, till we come to the Lac St. 
Pierre ; becaufe it is fo low, as to be quite 
overflowed at certain titnes of the vear. 
To make up for this deficiency, the c.,oun
try; I am told, is as thickly inhabited fur
ther from the river, as we found it along 
the banks of the river. 

Lac St.P£erreis a part of the river St. Law
rence, which is fo broad that we could hardly 
fee any thing but iky and water before us; 
and I was everv where told, that it is [even 

.I 

French miles long, and three broad. Frorn 
the 1niddle of this lake as it is called, you 
fee a large high country in the weft, which 
appears above the woods. In the lake are 
many places covered with a kind of rulh, 
or Scirpus palujlris,. Linn. There arc no 
houfes in fight on either fide of the .lake, 
becaufe the land is rather too low there; 
and in fpring the water rifes fo high, that 
they may go with boats between the trees. 
However, at fon1e difiance from the lhores, 
where the ground is higher, the farrns are 
clofe together. We faw no i11ands in the 
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lake this afternoon, but the next day \Ve 

met with fome. 
LATE in the evening we left lake 

St. Pierre, and rowed up a little river 
called Riviere de Loup, in order to come to 
a houfe where we might pafs the night. 
Having rowed about an Engli)h mile, we 
found the country inhabited on both fides 
of the river. Its lhores are high; but the 
country in general is flat. We paffed the 
night in a farm-houfe. The territory of 
Montreal extends to this place; but here 
begins the jurifdiCl:ion of the governor of 
'I'rois Rivieres, to which place they reckon 
eight ~'"'rench miles from hence. 

Augufl the 3d. AT five o'clock in the 
morning we fet out again, and fidl: rowed 
down the little river till we came into the 
lake St. Pz'erre, which we went downwards. 
After we had gone a good way, we per· 
ceived a high chain of mountains in the 
north-weft, which were very much ele
vated above the low, flat country. The 
north-weft iliore of lake St. Pz'~rre was 
now in general very clofely inhabited; but 
on the fouth-eafi: fide \Ve faw no houfes, 
and only a country covered with woods, 
vvhich is fometimes faid to be under water, 
but behind which there are, as I am told, 
a great number of farms. Towards the 
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end of the lake, the river went into its 
proper bounds again, being not above a 
mile and a half broad, and afterwards it 
grows ftill narrower. From the end of 
Lake St. Pierre to '!'rots Rivieres, they 
reckon three French miles, and about eleven 
o'clock in the morning we arrived at the 
latter place, where we attended divine fervice. 

Trois Rivieres, is a little market to\vo, 
which had the appearance of a large village; 

o~ it is however reckoned among the three great 
, towns of Canada, which are ~uebec, Mon

treal, and Trois Riveres. It is faid to ly in 
the middle between the two firfi, and 
thirty French miles diftant from each. 
The town is built on the north fide of the 
river St. Lawrence, on a flat, elevated fand, 
and its fituation is very pleafant. On one 
fide the river paffes by, which is here an 
Englijh mile and a half broad. On the 
other fide, are fine corn-fields, though the 
foil is very much mixed with fand. In the 
town are two churches of ftone, a nunnery, 
and a houfe for the friars of the order of St. 
Francis. This town is likewife the feat of 
the third governor in Canada, \vhofe houfe 
is likewife offione. MoO: of the other houfes 
are of timber a fingle fiory high, tolerably 
\vell built, and fiand very much afunder ; and 
the iheets are crooked. The lhore here 
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confill:s of [and, and the rifing grounds along 
it are pretty high. When the wind is very 
violent here, it raifes the fand, and blows it 
about the fl:reets, making it very troublefome 
to walk in them. The nuns, which are about 
twenty-two in numher, are reckoned very 
ingenious in all kinds of needle-war k. 
This town formerly .flouri!hed more than 
any other in Canadq, for the Indians 
brought thdr goods to it from all fides; but 
fince that time they go to Montreal and 
t(yebec, and to the Englijh, on account 
pf their \vars \Vith the lroque.fe, or Five 
Nations, and for feveral other reafons, fo that 
this town is at prefent very much reduced 
by it. Its prefent inhabitants live chiefly 
by agriculture, though the neighbouring 

, iron-works may ferve in fotne meafure to 
fupport tl~em. About an Englijh mile be
low the town, a great river falls into the 
river Bt. Lawrence, but firft divides into 
~hree branches, fo that it appears as if three 
rivers difembogued themfelves there. This 
has given occafion to call the river and this 
tovvn, '(ro-isRivieres (the 'Ihree Rivers). 

THE tide goes about a French mile above 
'Irois Riv-ieres, though it is fo trifling as to be 
~ardlyobfervable. But about the equinoxes, 
and at the ne\v moons and full moons in fpriog 
~~d autumn> the difference between the 
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highefi: and loweft water is two feet. Ac
cordingly the tide in this river goes very 
far up, for frorn the above mentioned place 
to the fea they reckon about a hundred and 
fifty French miles. 

WHILST my company were refiing, I 
went on horfeback to view the iron-work. 
The country which I Faifed through was 
pretty high, fandy, and generally flat. I 
faw neither ftones nor mountains here. 

THE z"ron-work, which is the only one 
in this country, lies three miles to the wefi 
of 'rroi's Rivieres_ Here are two great 
forges, befides two Ieifer ones to each of 
the great ones, and under the fame roof 
with them. The bellows were made of 
wood, and every thing elfe, as it is in 
Swedijh forges. The melting ovens fiand 
clofe to the forges, and are the fame as 
ours. The ore is got two French miles 
and a . half from the iron works, and is 
carried thither on fledges. It is a kind of 
n1oor ore*, which lies in veins, within 
fix inches or a foot from the furface of the 
ground. Each vein is from fix to eighteen 
inches deep, and below it is a w bite fan d. 

The 

· tophus Cf'ubalcaini, Linn. Syjl. Nat. Ill. p. 187, n. )• 
Mimra ftrri fobaq uafa nigra ca-r,/ifcens. /Fall. !11meral. p. 
263. Germ. Ed. p . 340. n. 3· Iron ockru in the fhape of 
crufts, are fometimes cave•wus, as the Prvjh. ore. Fatjler'l 
Mineral. p. 4i. 
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The veins are furrounded with this fand on 
both fides, and covered at the top with a 
thin mould. The ore is pretty rich and 
lies in ]oofe lumps in the veins, of the fize 
of two fifl:s, though there are a few which 
are near eighteen inches thiclc Thefe 
lumps are full of ho]es, which are filleP. 
with ockre. The ore is fo foft that it may 
be cruilied betwi~t the fingers. They 
make ufe of a grey lime-fione, which is 
broke in the neighbourhood~ for promoting 
the fufibility of the ore; to that purpofe 
they likewife errJploy a clay marle, which 
is found near this place. Charcoals are to 
pe had in great q.bundance h~re, becaufe all 
the country round this place is covered with 
woods, which have never be~n ftirred. 
The charcoals from e~er-green trees, that 
is, fron1 the fir kind, are befi: for the forge~ 
but thofe of deciduous trees are befi for the 
fmelting oven. '".fhe ir~n which is here 
made, was to me defc~ibed as foft, pliable, 
~nd tough, and is faid to have the quality 
of not being attacked by rufl: fo eafily as 
~ther iron ; and in t~is point there appear$ 
a great difference between the Spanijb iroq 
~nd this in £hip-building. This iron-wor~ 
l'Vasfirfi:founded in 1737, by private perfons~ 
who afterwards ceded it to tqe ~ing; they 
t=afl tannon and mortars ~ere, of different 
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ftzes, iron fioves which are in ufe all over 
Canada, kettles, &c. not to mention the 
bars which are made here. They have 
likewife tried to make fieel here, but cannot 
bring it to any great perfeCtion, becaufe 
they are unacquainted with the beft manner 
of preparing it. Here are many officers 
and overfeers, who have very good houfes, 
built on purpofe for them. It is agreed on 
all hands, that the revenuts of the iron
work do not pay the expences which the 
king mufi every year be at in maintaining 
it. They lay the fault on the bad tlate of 
population, and fay that the few inhabit
ants in the country have enough to do with 
agriculture, and that it therefore cofts great 
trouble and large [urns, to get a fufficicnt 
number of workrpen. But however plaufible 
this may appear, yet it is furprizing that 
the king fPould be a lofer in carrying on 
this work ; for the ore is eafily broken, 
very near the iron-work, and very fufible. 

· The iron is good, and can be very con
veniently difperfed over the country. This 
ii moreover the only iron-work in the 
country, from which every body mufl: [up
ply hi1nfelf with iron tools, and what other 
iron he wants. But the officers and fer
vants belonging to the iron-work, appear to 
pe in very affluent circumfl:ances. A river 

~~.QS 
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r:tns down f:om the iron-work, into the 
river St. La7.£)reJZce, by which all the iron 
ca:n be fen t in boats throughout the country 
at a low· rate. In the evening I returned 
.a.gain to 'Trois Rt'vicres. 

Augt[/l the 4th. AT the dawn of day 
\.Ve left this place and went on towards 
{; ueoec. we found the land on the north 
.fide of the river fomewhat elevated, fandy, 
:rnd clofely inhabited along the water fide. 

he foutb-eaft lhore, we were told, is 
~qually well inhabited ; but the woods 
~lot:Jg that t"hore prevented our feeing the 
houfes, ""·hich .are built further up in the 
£ountry, the land clofe to the river being 

· fo low as to be fubjeCl: to annual inun
dations. Near 'Iroi~ Rivieres, the river 
g,rows fomewhat narrow; but it enlarges 
~gain,- as foon as you come a little below 
that place~ and has the breadth of above 
wo Englijh miles. 

As. we went on, we faw feveral churches 
of fione, and often very well built ones. 
The lhores of the river are clofely inhabited 
for about three quarters of an Englijh roile 
1p the country ; but beyond that the woods 
and the wildernefs encreafe. All the rivulets 
falling into the river St. Lawrence are like
"v~fe well inhabited on both fides. I ob
f~~ved throughout Canada, that the culti-

V'lted 
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vated lands ly only along the river St~ 
Lawrence, and the other rivers in the 
country, the environs of towns excepted, 
round which the country is all cultivated 
and inhabited within the diftance of twelve 
or eighteen Engiijh miles. The grea 
ifiands in the river are likewife inhabited. 

THE lhores of the river now becarne 
higher, more oblique and fieep, however 
they confifted chiefly of earth. Now and 
then fome rivers or great brooks fall into 
the river St. La~wrence, among which one 
of the mofr confiderable is the Riviere 
Puante, which unites on the fouth-ea11: fide 
with the St. Lawrence, about two French 
miles below Trois Rivieres, and has on its 
banks, a little way from its mouth, a to\vn 
called Becancourt which is wholly inhabited 
by Abenakee Ind-ians, who have been con
verted to the Roman catholic religion, and 
have Jefuits among them. At a great 
difiance, on the north-weft fide of the river, 
we faw· a chain of very high mountains, 
running from north to fouth, elevated above 
the reft of the country, which is quite flat 
here without any remar~able hills. 

I-IERE were feveral liq1e-kiJns along the 
river; and the lime-fi:one employed in them 
is broke in the neighbouring hig\grounds. 
~t is compaCt and grey, aqd the lime it yields 
~s pretty w bite. 
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THE fields here are generally fown with 
lheat, oats, maize, and peafe. Gourds and 

water-melons are planted in abundance near 
he farms. 

A Humming bird (rroclzt"!us Co!ubris) 
:B w among the bullies, in a place where 
v;e landed to day. The French call it 
Oifeau mouche, and fay it is pretty common 
in Canada; and I have feen it fince feveral 
times at ~uebec. 

ABoUT five o'clock in the afternoon we 
were obliged to take our night's lodgings on 
fhore, the wind blowing very firong againft 
us, and being attended with rain. I found 
hat the nearer we came to !?<....lfebec, the more 

open and free from woods was the country. 
f!rhe place where we paffed the night, is 
difiant from ~ebec twelve French miles. 

THEY have a very peculiar method of 
catching filh near the thore here. They 
place hedges along the ihore, made of twifted 
ozie-rs, fo clofe that no filh can get through 
them, and from one foot to a yard high~ 
according to the different depth of the 
water. For this purpofe they choofe fuch 
places where the water runs off during the 
ebb, and ]eaves the hedges quite dry. With
in this inclofure they place feveral weels, 
or fifh-traps, in the form of cylinders, but 
broader below. They are placed upright, 

and 
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and are about a yard high, and two feet and 
a half wide: on one fide near the bottom is 
an entrance for the fillies, made of twigs, and 
fometimes of yarn made into a net. Opp<!)fite 
to this entrance, on the other fide of the wee!, 
looking towards the lower part of the river, 
is another entrance, like the firfr, and leading 
to a box of boards about four foot long, two 
deep, and two broad. Near each of the 
weels is a hedge, leading obliquely to the 
long hedge, and making an acute angle with 
it. This latter hedge is made in order to lead 
the fi{h into the trap, and it is placed on 
that end of the long hedge which looks to
wards the upper part of the river; no\v when 
the tide comes up the river, the fiG1, and 
chiefly the eels, go up with it along the river 
fide; when the water begins to ebb, the 
fi{h likewife go down the river, and meeting 
with the hedges, th~y [ wim along then1, till 
they con1e through the weels into the boxes 
of boards, at the top of which there is a 
hole with a cover, through which the fi{h 
could be taken out. This apparatus is 
chiefly tnade on account of the eels. In 
fome places hereabouts they place nets in
ftead of the hedges of twigs. 

THE lhores of the river no\v confifi:ed 
no more of pure earth; but of a fpecics of 
flate. They are very fieep and nearly per

pendicular 
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pendicular here, and the fiates of which 
they confifr are black, with a brown caft3 
and divifible into thin lhivers, no thicker 
than the back of a knife. Theft; fiates 
moulder as foon as they are expofed to the 
open air, and the iliore is covered with 
grains of fma11 fand, which are nothing but 
particles of fuch mouldered flates. Some 
of the firata run horizontal, others ob
liquely, dipping to the fouth and rifing to 
the north, and fometimes the contrary \vay, 
Sometimes they forn1 bendings like large 
femicircles : fometimes a perpendicular line 
cuts off the fira ta, to the depth of two feet~ 
and the fiates on both fides of the line from 
a perpendicular and fn1ooth wall. In fome 
places hereabouts, they find amongft the 
flates, a firatum about four inches thick 
o.f a grey, compact, but pretty foft lime
fione, of which the Indians for many 
centuries have made, and the French at pre ... 
fent fi:ill n1ake, tobacco-pipes*. 

Augzijl the sth. THIS morning, we con
tinued our journey by rowing, the contrary 
wind hindering us fro failing. The ap

pearance 

"' This lime.fl:one , feem to be a marle, or rather a kind 
of ftone·marle: for there is a whitifh kind of it in the 
!:run·'Tartary, and near Sti<Va or Cf'hebes, in Greece, which 
1s_ employed by the Cf'm ks and 'Tartars for making heads of 
p1pes, and that from the firfl: place is called Kejfikil and in 
the latt~r, .Setl· ScwJJ.' it may be very eafily cut, b~t grows 
harder m ume. F. 
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pearance of the lhores, was the fame a 
yefierday; they were high, pretty fi:eep, and 
quite perpendicular; and confifred of the 
black fiate before defcribed. The countrv 

.J 

at the top was a plain without eminences 
and dofely inhabited along the river, o 
about the {pace of an Englijh mile and a 
half in-land. Here are no i!lands in this 
part of the river, but feveral fiony places. 
perceptible at low water only, H hich have 
feveral times proved fatal to travellers .. ~he 
breadth of the river varies; in forne pa t~ 
it was a little more than three quarters of a. 
mile, in others half a n1i1e, and in fome 
above two miles. The inhabitants made 
ufe of the fame method of catching eels 
along the £bores here, as that which I have 
jufl: before mentioned. In tnany places 
they make ufe of nets made of oilers inilead 
of the hedge. 

BuGs (Cimex leflularius) abound in Canada; 
and. I met \vith them in every place ·where I 
lodged, both in the towns and country, and 
the people know of no other rcmeoy for 
them than patience. 

THE Crickets ( Gryllus doJnejlicus) are alfo 
abundant in Canada, efpecial1y in the coun-· 
t . ' where thefe difagrec.l o1e gueft' lodge 
iTl the chimnies; nor are they ~nco1nmoo 
in the townsr They fta y here both fummer 

ar:d 
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and winter, and frequently cut clothes in 
pieces fo r pafrime. 

THE Cockroaches (Blatta orientalis) have 
never been found in the houfes here. 

T HE {bores of the river grow more flop
ing as you come nearer to §(gebec. To the 
northward appears a high ridge of moun
ta:ns. About two Frenclz miles and a half 
from fi<._uebec, the river becomes very nar
row, the {bores being within the reach of 
a muiket iliot from each other. The coun
try on both fides was floping, hilly, cover
ed with trees, and had many fmall rocks; 
the lhore was ftony. About four o'clock 
in the afternoon we happily arrived at §(ge
bec. The city does not appear till one is 
clofe to it, the profpeCt being intercepted 
by a high mountain on thefouth fide. How
ever, a part of the fortifications appears at 
a good difl:ance, being fituate on the fame 
mountain. As foon as the foldiers, who 
were with us, faw ff<Jtebec, they called out, 
that all thofe who had never been there be· 
fore, iliould be ducked, if they did not pay 
fon1ething to releafe themfelves. This cuf
tom even the governor-general of Canada 
is obliged to fubmit to, on his fidl: journey 
to Montreal. We did not care when we 
can1e in fight of this to\vn to be exen1pted 
from this old cuilom, which is very ad-

vantageous 
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vantageous to the rowers, as it enables them 
to fpend a merry evening on their arriva 
at f<...uebec, after their troublefome labour. 

lMM EDIATEL Y after my arrival, the of
ficer who had accompanied me from Mont
real, led me to the palace of the then vice
govenor-general of Canada, the m arq uis la. 
Galflfonniere, a nobleman of uncornmon 
qualities, who behaved towards me with 
extraordinary goodnefs, during the time 
he fiaid in this country. lie had already 
ordered fome apartments to be got ready 
for me, and took care to provide me with 
every thing I wanted;. befides honouring 
me fo far to invite me to his tablel almoft 
every day I was in town 4 

Augufl the 6th. :f<.yebec, the chief city 
in Canada, lies on the wefiern fbore of the 
river St. Lawrence, clofe to the ·water's 
edge, on a neck of land, bounded by that 
river on the eaft fide, and by the river St. 
Charles on the north fide; the mountain, on 
which the town is built, rifes frill higher 
on the fouth fide, and behind it begin great 
pafiures ; and the fame mountain likewi fe 
extends a good v,;·ay weftward. The city 
is difiingujfh.ed into the lower and the up
per *. The lower lies on the river, eail ... 

La har.:e rille b' la laffi· T'iile, 
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,vard of the upper. The neck of land, 
I mentioned before, \Vas formed by the 
dirt and filth, which had from time to time 
been accumulated there, and by a rock 
which lay that way, not by any gradual 
diminution of the water. The upper city 
lies above the other, on a high hiJl, and 
takes up five or fix times the fpace of the 
lower, though it is not quite fo populous. 
The n1ountain, on which the upper city is · 
fituated, reaches above the houfes of the 
lower city. Notwithfi:anding the latter are 
three or four fi:ories high, and the view, 
frorn the palace, of the lower city (part of 
which is immediately under it) is enough 
to caufe a [ wimming of the head. There 
is only one eafy way of getting to the up
per city, and there part of the mountain 
has been blown up. This road is very 
fteep, notwithfl:anding it is made winding 
and ferpentine. However, they go up and 
down it in carriages, and with waggons. 
All the other roads up the mountain are 
fo fieep, that it is very difficult to climb to 
the top by them. Mofi: of the n1erchants 
live in the lower city,. where the houfes 
are huilt very clofe together. The fireets 
in it are narrow, very rugged, and aln1oft 
always wet. There is likewife a church, 
and a fmall market-place. The upper cit_Y 

l& 
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is inhabited by people of quality, by feve
ral perfons belonging to the different offi
ces, by tradefmen, and others. In this part 
are the chief buildings of the town, among 
which the following are worthy particular 
notice. 

I. THE Palace is fituated on the wefi: or 
fteepefr fide of the mountain, jufi above 
the lower city. It is not properly a pa
lace, but a large building of fi:one, two 
ftories high, extending north and fouth. 
On the weft fide of it is a court-yard, fur.;; 
rounded partly with a wall, and partly with 
houfes. On the eail fide, or towards the 
river, is a gallery as long as the whole 
building~ and about two fathom broad; · 
paved with fmooth flags, and included on 
the outfides by iron rails, frotn whence the 
city and the river exhibit a charming pro
fpect. This gallery ferves as a very agree
able walk after dinner, and thofe who 
come to fpeak with the governor-general 
wait here till he is at leifure. The palace 
is the lodging of the governor-general of 
Canada, and a number of foldiers mount 
the guard before it, both at the gate and 
in the court-yard ; and when the gover
nor, or the bj!hop, con1e~ in or goes out; 
they muft all appear in arn1s, and beat 
the drum. The governor-general has his 

G 2 own 
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own chapel where he hears prayers·; how .. 
ever, he often goes to mafs at the church 
of the Recolet.r *, which is very near the 
palace. 

II. THE Churches in this town are feven 
or eight in number, and all built of fione. 

I. THE Cathedral church is on the right 
hand, coming from the lower to the upper 
city, fo1newhat beyond the bilhop's houfe. 
The people were at prefent employed in 
ornamenting it. On its weft fide is a round 
fteeple, with two divifions, in the lower of 
which are fome bells. The pulpit, and 
fame other parts within the church, are 
gilt. The feats are very fine. 

2. THE 'Jefuit.r church is built in the 
form of a crofs, and has a round fieeple. 
This is the only church that has a clock, 
and I lhall mention it more particularly 
below. 

3. THE Recolets church is oppofite the 
gate of the palace,. on the weft fide, looks 
welJ, and has a pretty high pointed fieeple, 
with a divifion below for the bells. 

4· THE church of the Urfoline.r has a 
round fpire. 

5. THE church of the hofpital. 
6. THE biiliop's chapel. 

7· TH& 

• A kind of Frat~cifilln friars, called Ord• Sti. Fnmcifli 
flrillioris ohfir'Vantite. 
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7. THE church in the lower city was 
built in 1690, after the town had been de
livered from the Englijh, and is called No
tre Dame de la ViC!oire. It has a fmall 
fteeple in the middle of the roof, fquare 
at the bottom, and round at the top. 

8. THE little chapel of the governor
general, may likewife be ranked amongft 
thefe churches. 

Ill. THE biiliop's houfe is the fidl:, on 
the right hand, coming from the lower 
to the upper town. It is a fine large 
building, furrounded by an extenfive court
yard and kitchen-garden on one fide, and 
by a wall on the other. 

IV. THE college of the Jefuits, which 
I will defcribe more particularly. It has 
a much more noble appearance, in regard 
to its fize and architecture, than the pa
lace itfelf, and would be proper for a pa
lace if it had a more advantageous fitua
tion. It is about four times as large as the 
palace, and is the finefl: building in town. 
It fi:ands on the north fide of a market, on 
the fouth fide of which is the cathedraL 

V. THE houfe of the Recolets lies to the 
weft, near the palace and direCtly over 
againfi it, and confifi:s of a fpacious build
ing, with a large orchard, and kitchen ... 
garden. The houf.e is two ftories high. 

G 3 In 
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In each fiory is a narrow gallery with room 
and ha11s on one, or both fides. 

VI. THE Hotel de Dz'eu, where the fick 
are taken care of, {ball be defcribed in the 
fequel. The nuns, that ferve the fick, are 
pf the Augu)Hne order. 

VII. THE houfe of the clergy* is a large 
building, on the north~eaft fide of the ca
thedral. Here is on one fide a fpacious 
~ourt, and on the other, towards the river, 
a great orchard, and kitchen-garden. Of 
all the buildings in the town none has fo 
~ne a profpeCt as that in the garden be
longing to this houfe, which lies on the 
:tJ.igh ihore, and looks a good way down 
the river. The Jefuits on the other hand 
pave the worfi, and hardly any profpeCl: at 
~ll from their college; nor have the Reco
~ets any fine views from their houfe. In 
this building all the clergy of §(yebec lodge 
wjth their fuperior. They have large pieces 
of land i 1 ieveral parts of Canada, pre
fented to them by the government, from 
which they derive a very plentiful incon1e. 

VIII. THE convent of the UrJuline nuns 
fhall be mentioned in the feq uel. 

Tl-IESE are all the chief public buildings 
~n the town, but to the north-weft, juft 
p~fore ~he town, is · 

* Le Seminairt~ 
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IX. THE houfe of the intendant, a pub
lic building, whofe fize makes it fit for a 
palace. It is covered with tin, and fiands 
in a fecond lower town, fi.tuated fouth
ward upon the river St. Charles. It has a 
large and fine garden on its north fide. In 
this houie all the deliberations concerning 
this province, are held; and the gentlemen 
who have the managetnent of the police 
and the civil power meet here, and the in
tendant generally prei1des. In affairs of 
great confequence the governor-general is 
likewife here. On one fide of this houfe 
is the fi:ore-houfe of the crown, and on the 
other the prifon. 

MosT of the houfes in ~uebec are built 
of fi:one, and in the upper city they are 
generally but one fiory high, the public 
buildings excepted. I faw a few wooden 
houfes in the town, but they mufl: not be 
rebuilt when decayed. The houfes and 
churches in the city are not bui. t of bricks, 
but the black lime-ilates of which the 
mountain confiil:s, v.'hereon fi2.Jtebec fiandsp 
When thefe li1ne-ilates are broke at a good 
depth in the mountain, they look very co[n
paet at firft, and appear to have no iliivers, 
or lamel!ce, at all.; but after being expofed 
a while to the air, they feparate into thin 
eaves. Thefe ilates are foft, and eafily 
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tut 5 and the city-walls, together with the 
garden- walls, confift chiefly of them. The 
roofs of the public buildings are covered 
with common ilates, which are brought 
from France, becaufe there are none in Ca-
'zada. 

THE flated roofs have for fame years with-
flood the changes of air and weather, without 
fuffering any damage. The private houfes 
have roofs of boards, which are laid parallel 
to the fpars, and fometimes to the eaves, or 
fometimes obliquely. The corners of houfes 
are made of a grey fmall grained lime-ftone, 
\vhich has a ftrong frnell, like the JHnk-

jlone *, and the windows are generally en· 
chafed with it. This lime-ftone is more 
ufeful in thofe places than the lin1e-fiates, 
which always iliiver in the air. The out
fi.des of the houfes are generally white
wa!hed. The windows are placed on the 
inner fide of the walls; for they have fon1e
times double windows in winter. The 
middle roof has two, or at rnoft three fpars, 
covered with boards only. The rooms are 
warmed in winter hy fmall iron ftoves, 
which are removed in fummer. The .floors 
are very dirty in eve~·y houfe, and have all 

the 

:" Ni!rr;m fuil/um. ~'inn. Syll. III. p. 8~. Lapis fuillus 
ptl~matJcus, Walle~. Mineral. p. 59· a. J. Stink:fione, [fit'• 
?er'~ ~ntrocl. to Mineralogy. p. 4?· 



be appea-rance of being cleaned but once 
every year. 

THE Powder magazine ftands on the 
futnmit of the mountain, on which the 
city is built, and fouthward of the palace. 

THE ftreets in the upper city have a 
fufficient breadth, but are very rugged, on 
account of the rock on which it lies; and 
this renders them very difagreeable and 
troublefome, both to foot .. paifengers and 
carriages. The black lime-fiates baifet out 
and project every where into lharp angles, 
which cut the lhoes in pieces. The fireets 
crofs each other at all angles, and are very 
crooked. 

THE many great orchards and kitchen-
gardens, tlear the houfe of the J efuits, and 
other public and private buildings, make 
the town appear very large, though the 
number of houfes it contains is not very 
confiderable. Its extent from fouth to 
north is faid to be about fix hundred toifes, 
and from the !here of the river along 
the lower to~rn, to the wefiern wall be
tween three hundred and fifty, and four 
hundred toifes. It mull: be here obferved, 
that this fpace is not yet wholly inhabited; 
for on the weft and fouth :fide, along the 
to~·n walls, are large pieces of land with
out any building~ on them, and deftined to 

6 be 
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be built upon in future times, when the 
number of inhabitants will be encreafed in 
~ebec. 

THE biiliop, whofe fee is in the city, is 
the only bilhop in Canada. His diocefe 
extends to Louifiana, on the Mexican gulf 
fouthward, and to the fouth-feas wefiward. 

No biilio?, the pope excepted, ever had 
a more extenfive diocefe. But his fpiritual 
flock is very inconfiderab1e at fame difi
ance from ~ebec, and his fheep are often 
tnanv hundred miles difiant from each 
othe~. 

f<!,Jebec is the only fea-port and trading 
town in all Canada, and frotn thence all 
the produce of the country is exported. 
The port is below the town in the river, 
which is there about a quarter of a French 
mile broad, t\venty-:five fathoms deep, and 
its ground is very good for anchoring. The 
fhips are fecured from all fiorms in this 
port; however, the north-eafl: wind is the 
"vorfi, becaufe it can act more powerfully. 
\Vhen I arrived here, I reckoned thirteen 
great and finall vcifel~, and they expeeted 
1nore to come in. But it is to be remark ... 
~d, that no other {hips than French ones 
can come into the port, though they mav 
come fron1 any place in France, and like: 
wife from the Frenclz poffdfions in the 

lfre(t., 
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f/ejl-Indt'es. All the foreign goods, which 
are found in Montreal, and other parts of 
Canada, mufi: be taken from hence. The 
Frenclz merchants from Montreal on their 
tide, after making a fix months ll:ay among 
feveral Indian nations, in order to purchafe 
!k.ins of beafis and furrs, return about the 
end of Auglffl, and go down to §(_uebec in 
September or Otlober, in order to fell their 
goods there. The privilege of felling the 
imported goods, it is faid, has vallly en
riched the merchants of §(yebec; but this 
is contradicted by others, who allow that 
there are a few in affiuent circumll:ances, 
but that the general:ty poffefs no n1ore 
than is abfolutely necdfary for their bare 
fubfill:ence, ano that feveral are very much 
in debt, tvbich they f.1y is owing to the;r 
luxury and vanity. The n1erchants drefs 
very finely, and are extravagant in their 
repafis; and their ladies are every day in 
full d refs, and as much adorned as if they 
were to go to court. 

THE town is furrounded on aln1ofi a 11 fides 
by a high wall, and efpecially towards the 
land. It was not qu1te completed when I 
was there, and they were very bufy in finifh
ing it. It is built of the above m:!ntioncd 
black lime-.flate, and of a dark-grey fand
fione ~ For the corners of the gates they 

have 
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have employed a grey lime-ftone. They 
have not made any walls towards the water 
fide, but nature feems to have worked for 
them, by placing a rock there which it is 
im poffible to afcend. All the rifing land 
thereabouts is likewife fo well planted with 
cannon, that it feems impofiib1e for an 
enemy's lhips or boats to con1e to the town 
without running into imminent danger of 
being funk. On the land fide the town is 
likewife guarded by high mountains fo that 
nature and art have combined to fortify 
it. 

!f<...uebec was founded by its former go .. 
vernor, Samuel de Champlain, in the year 
16o8. We are informed by hifiory, that 
its rife \vas very flow. In 1 6~9 towards 
the end of July it was taken by two 
Englijhnun Lewis and 'Ihomas Kerk, by 
capitulation, and furrendered to them by the 
above mentioned de Clwmplain. At that 
time, Canada and !f<.yebec were wholly 
defiitute of provifions, fo that they looked 
upon the Englijb more as their deliverers, 
than their enemies. The abovementioned 
Kerks, were the brothers of the Englijh 
admiral David Kerk, who lay with his 
fleet fomewhat lower in the river. In the 
year I 6 3 2, the Frencll got the town of 
~tebec, and all Canada returned to them 

by 



y the peace. It is remarkable, that the 
French were doubtful whether they iliould 
reclai1n Canada frotn the Englijh or leave 
it to them. The greater part were of 
opinion that to keep it \\·ould be of no 
advantage to France, becaufe the country 
was cold; and the expences far exceeded its 
produce; and becaufe France could not 
people fo extenfive a country without 
weakening herfelf, as Spain had done before. 
That it was better to keep the people in 
France, and employ them in all forts of 
Inanufac1ures, which would oblige the 
other European powers who have colonies 
in Anurica to bring their ra\v goods to 
French ports, and take French manufactures 
in return. Thofe on the other hand who 
had more exten:five views knew that the 
climate was not fo rough as it had been re
prefented. They likewife believed that 
that which caufed the expences was a fault 
of the company, becaufe they did not 
manage the country well. They would 
not have many people fen t over at once, 
but little by little, fo that France might 
not feel it. They hoped that this colony 
would in future times make France power
ful, for its inhabitants would become more 
and more acquainted \vith the herring, 
\vhale, and cod filheries, and likewife with 

the 
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the taking of feals ; and that by this means 
Canada would become a fchool for training 
up feamen. They further mentioned the 
feveral forts of furrs, the converfion of the 
Jndz'ans, the 01ip-building, and the various 
ufes of the extenfive woods. And laftly 
that it would be a confiderable advantage 
to France, even though they !hould reap 
no other benefit, to hinder by this means 
the progrefs of the Englijh in America, and 
of their encreafing power, which would 
otherwife becotne infupportable to France .1 

not to mention feveral other reafon8. Time 
has !hewn that thefe reafons were the refult 
of xnature judgtnent, and that they laid the 
foundation to the rife of France. It were to be 
\Viilied that we had been of the fame opinion 
in Sweden, at a time when we were aCtually 
in poffdEon of New Sweden, the finefi and 
befi province in all Nortlz America, or when 
·we were yet in a condition to get the pof
{effion of it. Wifdom and forefight does 
not only look upon the prefent times, but 
even extends its vie\vs to futurity. 

In the year 166 3 at the beginning of 
February, the gteat cart Jquake was felt in 
!?(gebec and a great part of Canada, and there 
are fiill fome vefiiges of its effects at that 
titne; however, no lives were loft. 

On 
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On the 16th of OClober I 690, G)uebec 
was befieged by the Englijh general 11/tllianz 
Phips, who \Vas obliged to retire a few days 
after with great lofs. The Englijh have 
tried feveral times to repair their lofies, but 
the river St. Lawrence has always been a 
very good defence for this country. An 
enemy, and one that is not acquainted with 
this river, cannot go upwards in it, '-''ithout 
being ruined; for in the neighbourhood of 
ff<.gebec, it abounds with hidden rocks, and 
has fl:rong currents in fome places, which 
oblige the iliips to m3ke many windings. 

THE name of ff<..tfebec it is faid is derived 
from a Norman \vord, on account of its 
fituation on a neck or point of land. For 
when one comes up in the river by l' ljle 
d'Orleans, that part of the river St. La'2v
rence does not come in fight, which lies 
above the to\vn, and it appears as if the 
river St. Charles which lies jufl: before, 'vas 
a continuafon of the St. Lawrence. But 
on advancing fu. ther the true courfe of the 
river comes within fight, and has at firft a 
great fimibrity to the mouth of a river or 
a great hay. This has given occafion to 
failor, '\Vho faw it unexpeetedly, to cry out 
in his provinc.al dialect f<.!fe bee*, that is, 
what a point of land! and from hence it i, 

though 
' · Meaning CJuel bu. 



thought the city obtained its name. Others 
rlerive it from the Algonkin word gzueheg(J 
or §{_uebec fignifying that which grows nar· 
row, becaufe the river becomes narrower as 
it comes nearer to the town. 

THE river St. Lawrence, is exa8:1y a 
quarter of a Frenclz mile, or three quarters 
of an Englijh mile broad at ~uehec. The 
falt water never comes up to the town in it, 
and therefore the inhabitants can make ufe 
of the water in the river for their kitchens, 
&c. All accounts agree that notwithftand
ing the breadth of this river, and the via ... 
lence of its courfe, efpecially during ebb, it 
is covered with ice during the whole winter, 
which is ftrong enough for walking,. and a 
carriage may go over it. It is faid to happen 
frequently that, when the river has been 
open in May, there are fuch cold nights in 
this month, that it freezes again, and will 
bear walking over. This is a clear proof 
of the intenfenefs of the frofi here, efpecially 
when one confiders that which I {hall men .. 
tion immediately after, about the ebbing 
and flowing of the tide in this river. The 
greateft breadth of the river at its mouth, 
is computed to be twenty .... fix French miles 
or feven ty-eight Englijh miles, though the 
boundary between the fea, and the river 
can not well be afcertained as the latter 
gradually loofes itfelf in, and unites witi 

the 
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the fonner. The greatell: part of the water 
contained in the nun1erous lakes of Canada, 
four or five of w hi eh are like large feas, · s 
forced to difetnbogue into the fea by means 
of this river alone. The navigation up this 
river from the fca is rendered very danger
ous by the ftrength of the cur~ ent, and by 
the nulnber of fand-banks, which often 
arife in places where they never were be-9 
fore. The Et;glijh have experienced this 
formation of ne\v fands once or t \vice, 
when they intend to conquer Canada. 
Hence the Frenclz have good reafons to 
look upon the river as a barrier to 
Canada*. 

~i THE tide goes far beyond ffl..!febec in the 
river St. Lawrence, as I have m"'ntioned 
above. The difference between"high and 
low water is generally between fifteen and 
i1xteen feet, French n1ea ur'"'; but v·.,·ith rhe 
new and full moon, and \vhen the \Vind is 
likewift favourable, the difference is feven
teen or eighteen feet, which is indetd very 
confiderable. 

* The river St. Lawrence, was no more a bar:-icr to trc 
viCtorious Britifo. fleets in the !aft war, nor were th · fortifi: 
cations of f'0cbec capable to wi hfiand the gallant att".cks ?1: 
their land army, which difappointed the good F1enchmr:' ln 

Canada of their too fanguine expeuations, and at prelen , 
they are rather happy :.1t thi change of fortene, wh h has 
made them fubjefts of the /Jrit•jh fceptre, whofe mild in-

ucnce they ~t prefent enj oy. F. 
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Augufl the 7th. G£nflng is the current 
French nan1e in Canada, of a plant, the 
root of which, has a very great value in 
China*. It has been growjng fince times 
imn1emorial in the Chinefe 'I'artary and in 
Core'a, where it is annually colleCted and 
~rought to China. Father Du Halde fays, 
it is the moft precious, and the moft ufeful 
of all the plants in eafiern 'Iartary, and 
attraCts, every year, a number of people into 
the deferts of that country. The Man
tcclzou:x:-'Iartars call it Orhota, that is the 
tnofi noble, or the queen of plantsf. The 
1:artars and Cit£nife praife it very n1uch, 
and afcribe to it the power of curing feveral 
dangerous difeafes, and that of refioring to 
the body new firengtb, and fupplying the 
]ofs caufed by the exertion of the mental, 
and corporeal faculties. An ounce of 
Ginfing bears tbe furprizing price of [even 
or eight ounces of filver at Peking. When 
the Frencll botanifis in Canada firfi faw a 
figure of it, they retnem bered to have feen 

"· Botanifis know this plant by the name of Panax quin
quifolium, foliis ternatis quinatis LI NN. Mat. Med. § 116. 
!:lp. plant. p. I~. 12. Gronov. Fl. Vzrg. p. 147 · See like 
wife Cateflfs Nat. Hifi: of Cardina. Vol. Ill. p. 16. t. 16. 
Lajfitazt Ginf. 5 r. t. I. Father Charlecuoix Hift. de la Nou~ 
Velle France. Tom. IV. p. 308. fig. XIII. and Tom. V. 
P· 24· 

t Pt:ttr 0Jbeck's voyage to Cbi11a, Vol. I. p. :zz3. 
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a fimiliar plant in this country. They wer6 
confirmed in their conjecture by confidering 
that feveral fettlements in Canada, ly under 
the fame latitude with tho{e parts of th~ 
Clu.nife 'Tartary, and China, where the true 
Gin.feng grows wild. They fucceeded in 
their attempt, and found the fan1e Ginjeng 
wild and abundant in feveral parts of Nortlz
America, both in Frenclz and Englijh plant
ations, in plain parts of the woods. It is 
fond of iliade, and of a deep rich tnould~ 
and of land which is neither wet nor high. 
It is not every where very common, for 
fometimes one may fearch the woods for 
the fpace of feveral miles without finding a 
fingle plant of it; but in thofe fpots where 
it grows it is always found in great abund
ance. It flowers in May and ~'fune, and its 
berries are ripe at the end of Augufl. It 
bears tranfplanting very \veil, and will foon 
thrive in its new ground. Sotne people 
here, who have gathered the berries, and 
put them in to their kitchen gardens, told 
n1e that they lay one or Hvo years in the 
ground without coming up. The Iroquefe, 
or Five (Six) Nations, call the Ginjeng 
roots Garangtoging, which it is faid figni
fies a clti!d, the roots bearing a faint re
femblance to it: but others are of opinion 
that they mean the thigh and leg by it, and 

II ~ th 
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he roots look pretty like it. The Frenc!t 
ufe this root for curing the afihma, as a 
ftomachic, and to prornote fertility in wo
n1an. The trade which is carried on with 
it here is very bri:fk; for they gather great 
quantities of it, and fend them to France, 
from whence they are brought to Clzina, 
and fold there to great advantage *· It is 
faid the tnerchants in France met with 
amazing fuccefs in this trade at the :firft 
outfet, but by continuing to fend the G£n-
fing over to Clzina, its price is fallen con
fiderab1y there, and confequently in France 
and Canada ; however, they frill find their 
account in it. In the fumn1er of 1748, a 
pound of Ginfing was fold for fix Francs, 
or Livres, at §(_uebec; but its common price 
here is one hundred Sols, or five Li vres. 
During my fiay in Canada, all the merch
ants at ~tebec and Montreal, received orders 
from their correfpondents in France to fend 
over a quantity of GJ.rifeng, there being an 
uncomtnon demand for it this fummcr. 
The roots were accordingly colleCted in 
Canada \Nith all poffible diligence; the 

,y, Mr. Ojbcck feems to doubt whether the Europeans reap 
any advanta~'es from the Ginje11g trade or not, becau(e the 
Chineje do not valu.e the Canada roots fo much as thofe of 
the Chir.ife-'Iartary ana therefore the former bear fcarce half 
the price of the latter. See Ojbeck' s V o.;·age ta China, Vol. 
I. p. 223. F. ' 
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Indz'ans efpecially travelled about the country 
in order to collect as much as they could to
gether, and to fell it to the merchants at 
Montreal. The Indians in the neighbour
hood of this town were likewife fo much 
taken up with this bufinefs, that the French 
farmers were not able during that tirne to 
hire a fingle Indian, as they commonly do, 
to help them in the harveft. Many people 
feared left by continuing for feveral fuc
ceffive years, to collect thefe plants without 
leaving one or two in each place to propa
gate their fpecies, there would foon be very 
few of them left; which I think is very 
likely to happen, for by all accounts they 
formerly grew in abundance round Mon
treal, but at prefent there is not a fingle 
plant of it to be found, fo effeCtually have 
they been rooted out. This obliged the 
Ind-ians this fummer to go far within the 
Englijh boundaries to colleCt thefe roots. 
After the Indians have fold the frelh roots 
to the merchants, the latter muft take a 
great d~al of pains with them. They are 
(pread on the floor to dry, \vhich commonly 
requires two months and upwards, according 
s the feafou is :vet or dry. During that 

time they tnufi: be turned once or twice 
every day, left they iliould putrify or moul
der. Ginfing has never been found far 

H 3 north 
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north of Montreal. The fu perior of the 
clergy, here and feveral other people, affured 
n1e that the Chinefe value the Canada Gin-
fen(]' as much as the q'artarian*; and that no 
on~ ever had been entirely acquainted with 
the Ch~"neje tnethod of preparing it. However 
it is thought that amongfi other prepa
rations they dip the roots in a decoc-tion of 
the leaves of Ginfeng. The roots prepared 
by the Chz"nefe are almofi tranfparent, and 
look like horn in the infide ; and the roots 
\vhich are fit for ufe, fllUfi be heavy and 
con1paCt in the infide. 

THE plant which throughout Canada 
bears the nan1e of Herba capillaris is hke
wife one of thofe with ·which a great trade 
is carried on in Canada. The Englijb it~ 
their plantations call it Maiden-lza£r; it 
grows in all their North- American colonies, 
which I travelled through, and likewife in 
the fouthern parts of Canada; but I never 
found ~t aear §(yebec. It grows in the 
voods in lhady places and in a good foil f. 

Several people 1n Albany and Canada, affured 
p1e that its leaves were very much ufed jn-

* This is direClly oppofite to Mr. Ojbuk's a~rtion. Se~ 
the preceding page, 114· note t· F. 

t It is the .Adzantum pedatuf?J of LINN. fp. pi. P· I 5 57· 
o~~utus, in his Canadenf. plant. h¥Joria. p. 7· calls it .Adi· 

fmtum 4mericanr;m, and giv~s toget~er with the ~efcriptiop, 
i} fig qre of it, p. 6~ 

· !lead 
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!lead of tea, in confumptions, coughs, and 
all kinds of peCtoral difeafes. This they 
have learnt from the lJZdions, who have 
made ufe of this plant for thefe purpofes 
i1nce times immemorial. This American 
n1aiden-hair is reckoned preferable in furgery 
to that which we have in EurojJet; and 
therefore they fend a great qu2ntity of it to 
France, every year. The prjce is different, 
and regulated according to the goodnefs of 
the plant, the care in preparing it, and the 
quantity which is to be got. For if it be 
brought to §(gebec in great abundance, the 
price falls; and on the contrary it rifes, when 
the quantity gathered is but fmall. Com
monly the price at §(uebec is between five 
and fifteen fols a pound. ThP Indians went 
into the woods about this time, and travelled 
far above Afontrectl in queft of thi~ plant. 

THE Kitclzen herbs, fucceed very well here. 
The white cabbage is very fine, but feme
times fuffers greatly from worms. Onions 
(Allium cepa) are very n1uch in u[e here, to
gether with other fpecies of leeks. They like
wife plant feveral fpecies of gourds, n1elons, 
fallads, wild fuccory or wild endive ( C£ciJOrium 
Intybus), feveralkindsofpeafe, beans, French 
beans, carrots, and cucumbers. They have 

t Adiantum Capillus Ytneris. True Maiden-hair. 

H 4 plenty 



plenty of red beets; horferadifhes and 
common raddiilies, thyme, and marjoram. 
t:fuyneps are fown in abundance, and ufed 
chiefly in winter. Parj-vzeps are fometimes 
eaten, though not very common. Few 
people took notice of potatoes; and neither 
the common ( Solanu1n tuberoju1n) nor the . 
Bermuda ones (Convolvulus Batatas) were 
planted in Canada, When the French here 
are aiked vvhy they do not plant potatoes, 
they anfwer that they cannot find any reli{h. 
in then, and they laugh at the Englijh who 
are fo fond of them. Throughout all North
Allzerica the root cabbage* (Brqj}ica gon
gylodes, Linn.) is unknown to the Srzvedes, 
nnglijh, Dutc.~~ Irijh, GerJJJans, and French. 
Thofe who have been employed in fowingand 
planting kitchen herbs in Canada, and have 
had fon1e experience in gardening, told me 
that they were obliged to fend for frdh 
feeds from France every year, becaufe they 
commonly loofe their fl:rength here in the 
third generation, and do not produce fuch 
plants as would equal the original ones in 
tafie and goodnefs. 

:t. This is a kind of cabbag~, wi h bro-e round eatJb1e 
roots, which grow out above rhe ground ~herein it differs 
from t~e turnep-cabage (Bra./Jica N pobrajjica) whofe root 
grows In the ground. Both a1 e common in Germany, and 
the f{)!~er likewife in Ita&·! • 
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::raE Europeans have never been able to 
find any charaCters, much lefs writings, or 
books, among the Ind£ans, who have in
habited Nortlz-America fince time in me
morial, and feem to be all of one nation, 
and fpeak the fan1e language. Thefe In
dians have therefore lived in the greate1 
ign<;>rance and darknefs, during fome cen
turies, and are totally unacquainted with 
the fl:ate of their country before the arri
val of the Europeans, and all their know
ledge of it confifl:s in vague traditions, and 
mere fables. It is not certain whether any 
o·her nations po!fdfed America, before the 
prefent Indian inhabitants came into it, or 
whether any other nations vifited this part 
of the globe, before Columbus difcover<Xl 
it. It is equally unknown, whether the 
Clzrijlian re1igion was ever preached here 
in former tirnes. I converfed with feveral 
Jefuits, who undertook long journies in 
this extenfive country, and afk.ed them, 
whether they had met with any mark§ that 
there had formerly been fome C/,r!flians 
among the Indians which lived here ? but 
they all anfwered, they had not found any. 
The !JZdians have ever been as ignorant of 
architeE:ture and manual labour, as of 
cience and writing. In yain does one 
eek for \vell built towns and houfes, ar

tificial 
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tificial fortifications, high towers and pil
lars, and fuch like, arnong them, -which 
the old world can !hew, fron1 the moll: 
an tien t times. Their dwelling- places are 
·wretched huts of bark, expofed on all 
fides to wind, and rain. All their ma
fonry-work confifi:s in placing a few grey 
rock-fl:ones on the ground, round their 
fire-place, to prevent the firebrands from 
fpreading too far in their hut, or rather to 
mark out the fpace intended for the fire
place in it. Travellers do not enjoy a tenth 
part of the pleafure in traverfing thefe 
countries, which they n1ufi receive on their 
journies through our old countries, where 
they, almoft every day, n1eet with fome 
veftige or other of antiquity: now an an
tient celebrated town prefents itfelf to view; 
here the remains of an old cafile ; there a 
field where, many centuries ago, the moll: 
powerful, and the mofl: fkilful generals, 
and the greateft kings, fought a bloody 
battle; now the native fpot and refidence 
of fon1e great or learned man. In fuch 
piaces the mind is delighted in various ways, 
and reprefents all pafi: occurrences in living 
colours to itfelf. We can enjoy none of 
thefe pleafures in America. The hiftory of 
the country can be traced no further, than 
fron1 the arrival of the Europeans; for eve· 

r~ 
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y thing that happened before that period, 
is more like a fiction or a dream, than any 
thing that really happened. In later times 
there have, however, been found a fe\V 
rnarks of antiquity, from which it tnay be 
conjeCtured, that North-Amerz'ca was for
merly inhabited by a nation more verfed in 
fcience, and more civilized, than that which 
the Europeans found on their arrival here ; 
or that a great n1ilitary expedition was 
undertaken to this continent, from thefe 
kno\vn parts of the world. 

THIS is confirmed by an account, which 
I received fron1 Mr. de Verandr£er, who 
has commanded the expedition to the fouth 
fea in perfon_, of which I iliall prefently 
give an account. I have heard it repeated 
by others, who have been eye-witndfes of 
every thing that happened on that occa
fion~ Some years before I came into Ca
nada, the then governor-general, Clzcvalier 
de Beauharnois, gave Mr. de Y~erandrier an 
order to go from Canada, \\>·ith a nurnber 
of people, on an expedition acro{s Nort!t
America to the fouth-fea, in order to exa
Inine, how far thofe two places are diil:ant 
from each other, and to find out, what 
advantages might accrue to Canada, or 
Lou!Jiana, from a con1munication vvith that 

(· . ocean. They fet out on horfeback from 
lvfontrea/, 
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Montreal, and went as much due weft as 
they could, on account of the lakes, ri
vers, and mountains, which fell in their 
way. As they came far into the country, 
beyond mJny nations, they fometimes met 
with large traCts of land, free from wood, 
but covered with a kind of very tall grafs, 
for the fpace of fame days journey. Many 
of thefe fields were every where covered 
with furrows, as if they had been ploughed 
and fawn formerly. It is to be obferved, 
that the nations, which now inhabit }tortlz· 
Anrerica, could not cultivate the land in 
this manner, becaufe they never made ufe 
of horfes, oxen, ploughs, or any inftru
ments ofhuibandry, nor had they ever feen a 
plough before the Europeans came to them. 
In two or three places, at a confiderable 
diftance fron1 each other, our travellers 
n1et with impreflions of the feet of 
grown people and children, in a rock; but 
tbis feems to have been no more than a 
Lzifus Na.turce. When they can1e far to 
the weft, where, to the befl: of their know
ledge, no Frenchmen, or European, had 
ever been, they found in one place in the 
woods, and again on a large plain, great 
pillars of fi:one, leaning upon each o[her. 
The pillars conGRed of one fingle ftone 
each, and the F rench111en could not but 

fuppofe, 
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fuppofe, that they had been erected b~' 
human hands. Sotnetimes they l ave found 
fu.ch fl:ones laici upon one another, and, as 
it were, forn1ed into a wall. In fon1e of 

. thofe places where they fo~1nd fuch ftones, 
they could not find any other forts of 
ftones. They have not been able to dif
cover any charaCters, or writing, upon any 
of thefe ftones, though they have made 
a very careful fearch after them. At 1afi: 
they met with a large il:oJJe, like a pillar, 
and in it a fn1aller fione was fixed, which 
was covered on both fides \Vith unknown 
characters. This fione, which \Vas about 
a foot of French meafure in length, and 
between four or five inches broad, they 
broke loofe, and carried to CaJZada \vith 
then1, fron1 whence it was fent to France, 
to the fccretary of ftate, the count of ldau
rcpas. Vlhat became of it afterwards is 
unkno\vn to them, bu tl cy ~hink it is yet 
preferved in his collection. Seve ... al of 
the Jefuits, who have feen and bar ,led 
this ftone in Canada, unanimou.O r afirrn, 
that the letteis on it, are the fa .. me with 
tLofc which in the books, containing ac
counts of 'Iataria, are called Tatarian cha
r Cters :·--, and that, on comparing both to-

ge her, 

Tms account fcems to be high y probable, for we fi~d 
m, 
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gcther, they found then1 perfeCtly alike4 
N otwithfi:anding the queftions which the 

French 

jn Marco Paolo, that Kublai-Khan, one of the fuccetTors of 
Gengbidhan, after the conquefl: of the fouthern part of 
China, fent ihips out, to conquer the kingdom of Japa~t, 
or, as they call it, Nipan-gri, but in a terrible ftorm the 
whole fleet was cafl: away, and nothing was ever heard of 
the men in that fleet. It feems that fome of thefe fhips 
were cafl: to the fhores, oppofite the great .Americall lakes, 
between forty and fifty degrees north latitude, and there 
probably erected thefe monuments, and were the anceHors 
of fame nations, who are called Nloz.aJJ!ecks, and have fome 
degree of civilization. Another part of this fleet, it feems, 
reached the country oppofite Mexico, and there founded the 
Mexican empire, which, according to their own records, as 
preferved by the Spaniards, and in their painted annals, in 
Pure has's Pilgrimage, are very recent; fo that they can 
fcarcely remember any more than feven princes before 
Motez.uma II. who was reigning when the Spaniards arrived 
there, I 519, under Femando Cot·tez; confcquently the firfi. of 
thefe princes, fuppofing each had a reign of thirty-three years 
and four months, and adding to it the fixteen years of Mo
tt~uma, began to reign in the year J 270, when Kublai
Khan, the conqueror of alt China and of Japan, was on the 
throne, and in whofe time happened, l believe, the firfl: 
~bortive expedition to Jf/pan, which I mentioned above, 
and probably furni!hed 1\ orth-.Ame. ica, with civilized in
habitants. There is, if I am not miftakcn, a great fimila
riry between the figures of the Me~ ican idols, and thofe 
"'hich are ufual among the :Tartars, who embrace the doc
trines and religion of the Dalai'-Lama, whofe religion Ku
blai-Khan firfl: introducetl among the Monguls, or M{gur's, 
The favage lnd.:ans of North-.America, it {eems, have an
other origin, and are probably defcended from the Yukag· 
hiri and Tchucktchi, inhabitants of the moft eaflerly and 
northerly part of .A.fia, where, according to the accounts of 
the Ruffians, there is but a fmall traject to .America. The 
ferociry of thefe nations, fimilar to that of the .Americans, 
their way of p'"~inting, their fondncfs of inebriating liquors, 
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Frenclz on the fouth-fea expedition aiked 
the people there, concerning the time when, 
and by whom thofe pillars \vere ereCted ? 
what their traditions and fentiments con
cerning them were ? who had wrote the 
charaCters? what was meant by them? 
what kind of letters they were? in what 
language they were written ? and other 
circumfiances ; yet they could never get 
the leaft explication, the lndians being as 
ignorant of all thofe things, as the French 
themfelves. All they could fay was, that 
thefe ftones had been in thofe pla~es, fince 
times immemoriaL The places where the 
pillars flood \Vere near nine hundred French 
miles wefi:ward of Montreal. The chief 
intention of this journey, ~'tZ. to come to 
the fouth-fea, and to examine its difiance 
from Canada, was never attained on this 
occafion. For the people fent out for that 
purpofe, were induced to take part in a 
war between fotne of the 1nofl: difi:ant In-

d£an 

(which the Yukagbiri prepare from poifonous and inebriat
ing mufhrooms, bought of the RuJlia;Is) and many other 
things, fhow them plainly to be of the fame origin. The 
Ejkimaux feem to be the fame nation with the inhabitants 
of Greenland, the Samoyedes, and Lapponians. South- .Ame
rica, and efpecially Peru, is probably peopled from the 
great unknown fouth continent, which is very near .America, 
civilized, and full of inhabitants of various colours: who 
therefore might very eafily be cail on the .Amcricatz conti .. 
nent, in boats, or proas. F. 
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dian nations, in which fome of the French 
were taken prifoners, and the reil: obliged 
to return. Among the lail: and n1ofi: 
wefterly Indians they were with, they 
heard that the fouth ... fea was but a few 
days journey off; that they (the Indians) 
often traded with the Spanz'ards on that 
coaft, and fometimes likewife they went to 
Hudfon's Bay, to trade with the Englijh. 
Some of thefe Indians had houfes, which 
were made of earth. Many nations had 
never fcen any Frenchmen; they were com
lnonly clad in ikins, but many were quite 
naked. 

ALL thofe who had made long journies 
in Canada to the fouth, but chiefly v1efi: .. 
ward, agreed that there were many great 
plains deftitute of trees, where the land 
was fu rowed, as if it had been p1oughed. 
I ~ \·/1at maneer this happened, no one 
kno'\vs ; fer the corn-fields of a great vil
lage, or tow.n, of the Indians, are fcarce 
above four or fix of our acres in extent; 
whereas thofe . furrowed- plains fometimes 
continue for feveral days journey, except 
nv\V and then a fmall fmooth fpot, and 
here and there fotne rifing grounds. 

I couLD not 1ear of any n1ore vefl:iges 
of an.iqu·ty in CantJdtl, I.otwitt fiar.d',jg 
rny careful enqui ies after thern; n the 

con .. 
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continuation of my journey, fo.r the year 
17 50*, I £hall find an opportunity of [peak
ing of two other remarkable curiofities. 
Our Swedijh Mr. George W ejlmann, A. M. 
has clearly, and circumftantially !hewn, 
that our Scandinavtans, chiefly the northern 
ones, long before Columbus's time, have 
undertaken voyages to North-America; fee 
his diifertation on that fubjeet, \vhich he 
read at Abo in I 7 4 7, for obtaining his de-
gree. 

Augufl the 8th. THIS morning I vifit ... 
ed the largeft nunnery in ~ebec. Men 
are prohibited from vifiting under very 
heavy puni!hments ; except in fome rooms, 
divided by iron rails, where the men and 
\vomen, that do not belong to the convent, 
fiand without, and the nuns within the 
rails, and converfe with each other. But 
to encreafe the many favours which the 
French nation heaped upon me, as a Swede, 
the governor-general got the bi!hop's leave 
for me to enter the convent, and fee · its 
conftruCtion. The bi!hop alone has the 
power of granting this favour, but he does 
it very fparingly. The royal phyfician, 
and a furgeon, are however at liberty to 
go in as often as they think proper. Mr, 

• TH rs part has not yet been publifued. 
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Gaulth£er, a man of great knowledge in 
phylic and botany, was at prefent the 
royal phyfician here, and accompanied me 
to the convent. We :fidl: faw the hofpital, 
\vhich I {hall prefcntly defcribe, and then 
entered the convent, which forms a part 
of the hofpita1. It is a great building of 
fione, three ftories high, divided in the 
infide into long galleries, on both fides of 
which are ce1ls, halls, and rooms. The 
cells of the nuns are in the highefr ftory, 
on both fides of the gal1ery; they are but 
fmall; not painted in the infide, but hung 
with paper piCtures of faints, and of our 
Saviour on the crofs. A bed with cur
tains, and good bed-clothes, a little nar
rovv deik, and a chair or two, is the whole 
furniture of a cell. They have no fires 
in winter, and the nuns are forced to ly 
in the cold cells. On the gallery is a 
flove, which is heated in winter, and as 
all the roon1s are left open, fome warmth 
can by this n1eans come into them. In 
the middle frory are the rooms \¥here they 
pafs the day together. One of thefe is 
the room, where they are at work; this is 
large, £nely painted and adorned, and has 
an iron il:ove. Here they were at their 
need.1e-work, embroidering, gilding, and 
nlaktng flowers of filk, which bear a great 

fimi-
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tmiiarity to the natural ones. In a word; 
they were all employed in fuch nice works, 
as were fuitable to ladies of their rank in 
life. In another hall they aifern ble to hpld 
their juntas. Another apartm ent contains 
thofe who are indifpofed ; but fuch as are 
more dangeroufiy ill, have rooms to thern, 
felves. The novices, and ne\v corners, are 
taught and inil:ruCted in another hall. An
other is defiined for their refeCl:orv, or 
dining-room, in which are tables ~n all 
11des; on one fide of it is a fmall deik, 
on which is laid a French book, concern
ing the life of thofe faints who are men
tioned in the Ne\v Teftarnent. When 
they dine, all are filent; one of the eldefl: 
gets into the detl{, and reads a part of 
the book before mentioned ; and when 
they are gone through it, they read f01ne 
other religious book. During the tne:1l, 
they fit on that fide of the table, \vhich 
is turned towards the wall. A1moft in 
every room is a gilt table, on \Vhich are 
placed candles, together 'with the piCl:ure 
of our Saviour on the crofs, and of fome 
faints : before thefe tables they fay their 
prayers. On one fide is the church, and 
near it a large gallery, divided fron1 the 
church by rails, fo that the nuns could 
only look into it. In this gallery they re-

I 2 m ain 



132 Augzdl 17 49 · 

main during divine fervice, and the clergy
man is in the church, \Vhere the nuns 
reach him his facerdotal clothes through a 
hole, for they are not allowed to go into 
the vefiry, and to be in the fame room 
with the priefr. There are fiill feveral 
other rooms and halls here, the ufe of 
\vhich I do not remember. The loweft 
fiory contains a kitchen, bake-houfe, feve
ral butteries, &c. In the garrets they keep 
their corn, and dry their linen. In the 
middle fiory is a balcony on the oudide, 
almoft round the whole building, where 
the nuns are allowed to take air. Th~ 
profFect from the convent is very fine on 
every fide; the river, the fields, and the 
meadows out of cown, appear there to great 
advantage. On one fide of the convent is 
a large garden, in which the nuns are at 
liberty to walk about; it belongs to the 
convent, and is furrounded with a high 
\va11. There ia a quantity of all forts of 
fruits in it. This convent, they fay, con
tains about fifty nuns, rnoft of them ad 4 

vanced in years, fcarce any being under 
forty years of age. At this time there 
were two young ladies among them, \\'ho 
\Vere infirucred in thofe things, which be· 
long to the knowledge of nuns. They are 
not allo'''ed to become nuns imn1ediately 

after 
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after their entrance, but mu!t pafs through 
a noviciate of two or three years, in order 
to try, whether they will be conO:ant. For 
during that time it is in their power to 
leave the convent, if a tnonaftic life does 
not fuit their inclinations. But as foon as 
they are received among the nuns, and 
have made their vows, they are obliged to 
continue their whole life in it : if they ap
pear willing to change their mode of life, 
they are locked up in a room, from whence 
they can never get out. The nuns of this 
convent never go further from it, than to 
the hofpital, which lies near it, and even 
makes a part ~fit. They go there to at
tend the fick, and to take care of them. 
I was tald by feveral people here, fome of 
which were ladies, that none of the nuns 
v1ent into a convent, till ibe had attained 
to an age in which {he had fmall hopes of 
ever getting a hufhand. The nuns of all 
the three convents in ff<..!febec looked very 
old, by which it feen1s, that there is fOJJ)e 
foundation for this account. All agree 
here, that the men are much lefs nume
rous in Canada, than the women ; for the 
1nen die on their voyages; many go to the 
Wefl-Indies, and either fettle, or die, there; 
many are killed in battles, & c. Hence 

I 3 there 
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there feems to be a neceffity of fon1e 
women going into convents. 

THE hofpital, as I have before mention
ed, makes a part of the convent. It con
fifts of two large halls, and fome rooms 
near the apothecary's !hop. ln the halls 
are two rows of beds on ,ach fide, within 
each other. The beds next to the wall are 
furnilhed with curtains, the outward ones 
are without them. In each bed are fine 
bed-clothes, wi:h clean double tbeets. As 
foon as a fick perfon has left his bed, it is 
made again, in order to keep the hofpital 
in cleanlinefs, and order. The beds are 
two or three yards diftant, and near each 
is a fmall table. There are good iron 
ftoves, and fine \vindows in this hall. The 
nuns attend the fick people, and bring them 
meat, and other neceffaries. Befides them 
there are fome men who attend, and a 
furgeon. The royal phyfician is likewife 
ob~iged to con1e hither, once or twice every 
day, look after every thing, and give pre
fcriptions. They commonly receive fick 
foldiers into this hofpital, who are very 
nutnerous in July and Augzljl, when the 
king's !hips arrive, and in titne of war. 
But at other times, when no great number 
9( foldiers are fick~ other poor people c~n 

· take 
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take their places, as far as the number o 
empty beds will reach. The king finds 
every thing here that is requiGte for the 
fick perfons, viz. provifions, mcdicin s, 
fewel, &c. Thofe who are very ill, are 
put into feparate rooms, in order that the 
noife in the great hall n1ay not be trouble
fome to them. 

THE civility of the inhabitants h re i, 
n1ore refined than that of the Dutch and 
Englijh, in the fettlements belonging to 
Great Britaz"n; but the latter, on the other 
hand, do not idle their time away in drtf
fing, as the Frenclz do here. The ladies, 
efpecially, drefs and powder their hair every 
day, and put their locks in papers every 
night; which idle cufi:om was not intro
duced in the Englijh fettlen1ents. The 
gentlemen wear generally their own hair; 
but fame have wjgs. People of rank are 
ufed to wear laced cloaths, and all the 
crown-officers wear [words. All the gen
tlemen, even thofe of rank, the governor
general excepted, when they go into to\vn 
op a day that looks likely for rain, carry 
their cloaks on their left ann. Acquaint
ances of either fex, who have not feen each 
other for fame time, on rneeting again fa
lute with rnutual ki11~s. 

THE plants which I have colleCted in 
I 4 Ca-



Canada, and which I have partly defcribed, 
I pats over as I have done be!"ore, that I 
may not tire the patience ot my readers by 
a tedious enumeration. If I lhould crov'd 
my journal with my daily botanical obfer
vations, and defcriptions of anin1als, birds, 
infects, ores, and the like curiofities, it 
would be [welled to fix or ten times its 
prefent fize *. I thErefore fpare all thefe 
things, confifiing chiefly of dry defcrip
tions of natural curiofities, for a Flora Ca-
7taden)is, and other fuch like things. The 
farne I muft fay in regard to the obferva
tions I have made in phyfic. I have care
fully collected all I could on this journey, 
concerning the n1edicinal ufe of the Ame
rican plants, and the fimples, fome of 
which they reckon infallible i~, in more 
than one place. But phyfic not being my 
principal ftudy (though fron1 n1y youth I 
always was fond of it) I n1ay probably 
have omitted remarkable circu nftar'ces in 
my accounts of medicines and 11mp1es, 
though one cannot be too accurate in fuch 
cafes. The phyficians would therefore reap 
little or no benefit from fuch rem at ks, or 

at 
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:at leaft they would not find them :IS t 1ey 

ought to be. This \vill excufe n1e for 
avoiding, as much as poffible, to mention 
fuch things as belong to phyfic, and are 
above my knowledge. Concerning the 
Canada plants, I can here add, that the 
further you go north ward, the n1ore you 
find the plants are the fame with the Swe
dijh ones: thus, on the north fide of ff<!:le
bec, a fourth part of the plants, if not 
more, are the farne with the fpontaneous 
plants in Srrveden. A few plants and tree~, 
which have a particular quality, or are ap
plied to fame particular ufe, 01all, how
ever, be mentioned in a fe\V words, in the 
fequel. 

THE Rein-deer Mofs (Lichen rang!fe
rinus) grows plentiful in the woods round 
~ebec. M. Gaulth£er, and feveral other 
gentlemen., told tne, that the French, on 
their long journies through the \voods, on 
account of their fur trade with the Indians, 
fometimes boil this m~~, and drink the 
decoCtion, for want of better food, whe~ 
their provifions are at an end ; and they 
fay it is very nutritive. Several Frertclz
tnen, who have been in the 'Ierrtt Labra
dor, where there are many rein-deer (which 
the French and Indians here call Cariboux) 
eL1ted, that all the land there is in n1oft 
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places covered with this rein-deer mofs, fo 
that the ground looks as white as fnow. 

Augujl the J oth. THIS day I dined with 
the J efuits. A few days before, 11 paid 
1ny vifit to them ; and the next day their 
pre!iden t, and another father J efuit, called 
on me, to invite me to dine with them to
day. I attended divine fervice in their 
church, which is a part of their houfe. It 
is very fine within, though it has no feats; 
for every one is oblig ·d to kneel down du
ring the fervice. Above the church is a 
[mall fl:eeple, with a clock. The building 
the Jefuits live in is magnificently built, 
and looks exceeding fine, both without and 
within ; which gives it a fimilarity to a 
hne palace. It confifts of fl:one, is three 
fiories high, exclufive of the garret, co
vered with fiates, and built in a fquare form, 
like the new palace at Stocklzobn, includ
ing a large court. Its fize is fuch, that 
three hundred families would find room 
enough in it; though at prefent there were 
'n:H above twenty Jefuits in it. Some
times there is a much greater number of 
them, efpecially when thofe return, who 
have been fent as miffionaries into the 
country. There is a long walk along all 
the fides of the fquare, in every t1:ory, on 
both fides of \vhich are either cells, halls,· 

0~ 
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or other apartments for the friars; and 
likewife their library, apothecary-il1op, &c., 
Every thing is very well regulated, and the 
Jefuits are very \Veil accornmodated here. 
On the outGde is thejr college, v.rhich is 
on two fides furrounded with great orchards 
and kitchen-gardens, in \vhich they have 
·fine walks. A part of the trees here, are 
the remains of the forefl: \vhich fiood here 
when the Frenclz began o build this town. 
They have befideG planted a number of 
fruit-trees ; and the garden is fiocked with 
all forts of plants for the ufe of the kitchen. 
The Jefuits dine together in a great hall. 
There are tables placed all round it along 
the w·alls, and feats between the tables and 
the walls, but not on the other Gde. Near 
one wall is a pulpit, upon which one of 
the fathers gets during the tneal, in order 
to read fome religious bovk; but this day 
it was omitted, all the .titne being en1-
ployed in converfation. They dine very 
welJ, and their diilies are as numerous as 
at the greatefl feafi:s. In this fjJaciot s 
building you do not fee a fingle woman; 
all are fathers, or brothers; the latter of 
which are young n1en, brought up to be 
Jefuits. They prepare the meal, and 
pring it upon tabk; for the cotnrnon fer
vaqts ~re pot admitted. 
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BEsiDES the bilhop, there are three kindG 
of clergymen in Canada ; viz. J efuits, 
priefis, and recollets. The JeCuits are, 
without doubt, the mofi: confiderable; 
therefore they commonly fay here, by way 
of proverb, that a hatchet is fufficient to 
iketch out a recollet; a priefi: cannot be 
n1ade without a chiffel; but a Jefuit abfo
lutely requires the pencil *; to lhew how 
much one furpaffes the others. The Je
fuits are comn1only very learned, fiudious, 
and are very civil and agreeable in corn
pany. In their whole deportment there is 
fomething pleafing; it is no wonder there
fore that they captivate the minds of peo
ple. 1"'hey feldum fpeak of religious mat
ters; and if it happen .. , they generally 
avoid difputes. They are very ready to do 
any one a fervice; and when they fee that 
their affifiance is wanted, they hardly give 
one tilne to fpea k of it, falling to work 
immediately, to bring about what is re
quired of them. Their converfation is 
very entertaining and learned, fo that one 
cannot be tired of their company. Among 
all the Jefuits I have converfed with in 
Canada, I have not found one who was not 
polfdfed of thef~ qualities in a very emi-

nent 
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nent degree. They have large poLreffions 
in this country, \vhich the French king 
gave them. At Montreal they have like
\\·ife a fine church, and a little neat houfe, 
\vith a fmall but pretty garden within. 
They do not care to become preachers to a 
congregation in the town and country; but 
leave thefe places, together with the emo
luments arifing frotn them, to the priefl:s. 
All their bufinefs here is to convert the hea
thens; and with that view their miffiona
ries are fcattered over every part of this 
country. Near every town and village, 
peopkd by converted Indians, are one or 
two J tfuits, who take great care that they 
may not return to paganifrn, but live as 
Chrifiians ought to ~o. Thus there are 
Jefuits with the con\'erted Indians in 'f'a ... 
dcujfac, Lorctte, Becancorrt , St. Franfois, 
Sa ut St. Louis, and all over lanad,t. There 
are likewife Jefuit miffion"'r~es with thofe 
\vho are not converted; fo that there is 
commonly a Jefuit in every village belong
ing to the Indians, whom he endeavours 
on all occafions to convert. In winter he 
goes on their great hunts, where he is fre
quently obliged to fuffer all imaginable in
conveniencies; fuch as walking in the fnow 
nll day; lying in the open air all winter; 
being out both in good and bad weather, 

the 



the Indians not regarding any kind of \Vea= 
ther; lying in the Ind£an huts, which of
ten [warm with fi~as and other vern1in, 
&c. The Jefuits undergo all thefe hard
lhips for the fake of converting the Indz'ans, 
and like wife for· political reafons. The 
Jefuits are of great ufe to their king; for 
they are frequently able to perfuade the 
Indians to break their treaty with the Eng
lijh, to make '"'ar upon then1, to bring 
their furs to the French, and not to perrnit 
the Englijh to come amongft then1. But 
there is fome danger attending thefe ar 
tempts; for w·hen the Indz4ns are in li
quor, they fometimes kill the miffionaries 
\vho live with them; calling them fpies, 
or excufing themfelves by faying that the 
brandy had killed them. Thefe are ac
cordingly the chief occupations of the Je
fuits here. T!1ey do not go to vifit the 
fick in t.he town, they do not hear the con
feffions, and attend at no funerals. I have 
never fecn them go in proceffions in re
membrance of the Virgin Mary, and other 
faints. They feldom go into a houfe in 
order to get rneat ; and though they be in
vited, they do not like to fl:ay, except tHey 
be on a journey. Every body fees, that 
they are, as it were, [eleCted from the 
other people, on account of their fuperior 
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genius and qualities. They are here reck
oned a mofi: cunning fet of people, who 
generally fucceed in their undertakings, 
and furpafs all others in acutenefs of un
dedl:anding. I have therefore feveral tirnes 
obferved that they have enen1ies in Ca
nada. They never receive any others into 
their fociety, but perfons of very promiiing 
parts; fo that there are no blockheads 
among them. On the other hand, the 
priefts receive the beft kind of peaple a 
mong their order they can tncet with ; and 
in the choice of monks, they are yet lefs 
carefuL The Jefuits who live here, are 
all come from France ; and many of them 

' return thither again, after a flay of a few 
years here. Some (five or fix of which 
are yet alive) who were born in Canada, 
went over to France, and \vere received 
among the Jefuits there ; but none of them 
ever came back to Canada. I know not 
what political reafon hindered them. Dur
ing my fiay in §(_uebec, one of the priefi:s, 
with the biiliop's leave, gave up his prieft
hood, and became a Jefuit. The other 
priefi:s ,were very ill pleafed with this, be
caufe it feemed as if he looked upon their 
condition as too 1nean for himftlf. Thofe 
congregations in the country that pay rents 
t the Jefuits, have, hovvevc:r, divine fer-
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vice perf orn1ed by pridls, who are ap
pointed by the biihop; and the land-rent 
only belongs to the Jefuits. Neither the 
priefi.s nor the Jefuits carry on any trade 
with furs and ikins, leaving that entirely 
to the merchants. 

THIS afternoon I vifited the building 
called the Seminary, where all the priefis 
live in common. They have a great houfe, 
built of fione, with walks in it, and rooms 
on each fide, It is feveral fiories high, 
and c1ofe to it is a fine garden, full of all 
forts of fruit-trees and pot-herbs, and di
vided hy 'valks. The profpeCt from hence 
is the tinefi in stuebec. The prie{h of the 
fetninary are not n1uch inferior to the Je
fuits in civility; and therefore I fpent my 
tin1e very agreeably in their company. 

THE priefis are the fecond and mofi: nu
merous clafs of the clergy in this country; 
for n1ofi of the churches, both in towns 
and villages (the Indicpz converts excepted) 
are fervcd by priefts. A few of them are 
1ikewife miffionaries. · In Canada are two 
fiminaries; one in §(yebec, the other in 
1~1ontreal. 1~he priefis of the feminary in 
}.1oJ2treal a~e of the order of St. Sulpitius, 
and fupp1y only the coligregation on the 
ifie of Jv[ontreel, and the town of the fame 
nan1e. At a!l the other ch~uches in ea .. 

?'1/dfl, 
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nada, the priefis belonging to the ~ebec 
feminary officiate. The former, or thofe 
of the order of St. Sulpitius, all come from 
France; and I was affured that they never 
fuffer a native of Canada to cqme among 
them. In the fen1inary at §(gebec, the na
tives of Canada make the greater part. In 
order to fit the children of this country for 
orders, there are fchools at ~ebec and St. 
Joachim; where the youths are taught La
t£n, and inftrutted in the knowledge of 
thofe things and fciences, which have a 
more itnmediate connexion with the bufi
nefs they are intended for. However, they 
are not very nice in their choice ; and peo
ple of a middling capacity are often re
ceived among them. They do not feem 
to have made great progrefs in Latin ; for 
notwithfianding the fervice is re1d in that 
language, and they read their Latin Bre
viary, and other books, every day, yet n1ofl: 
of then1 found it very difficult to fpeak it. 
All the priefis in the ~ebec feminary are 
confecrated by the biiliop. Both the fe
minaries have got great revenues from the 
king; that in !?(uebec has above thirty 
thoufand livres. All the country on the 
wdl: fide of the river St. Larzvrerlce, from 
the town of §(y.ebec to bay St. Paul, be
longs to this feminary, befides their other 

VoL. III. K pof .. 
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pofieffions in the country. They leafe ·the 
land to the fettlers for a certain rent, 
which, if it be annually paid according to 
their agreement, the children or heirs of 
the fettlers may remain in an undifi:urbed 
poffeffion of the lands. A piece of land, 
three arpens * broad, and thirty, forty, or 
fifty arpens long, pays annually an ecu t, 
and a couple of chickens, or fome other 
additional trifle. In fuch places as have 
convenient water-falls, they have built wa
ter-mills, or faw-tnills, from which they 
annually get confiderable fums. The fe
minary of Montreal pofiefTes the whole 
ground on which that town fiands, toge
ther \Vith the whole ifle of Montreal. I have 
been afiured, that the ground-rent of the 
town and ifie is computed at feventy thou~ 
fand livres; befides what they get for fay
ing maffes, baptizing, holding confeffions, 
attending at marriages and funerals, &c., 
All the revenues of ground-rent belong to 
the fetninaries alone, and the priefts in the 
country have no .!hare in them. But as the 
fetninary in Montreal, confifl:ing only of 
fixteen priefts, has greater revenues than 
it can expend, a large fum of money is an
nually fent over to France, to the chief 

fe-

• A French acre. 
t A French coin, value abou-t a crown Englijh. 
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feminary there. The lan~~rents belonging 
to the ~uebec feminary are employed for 
the ufe of the priefis in it, and for the 
maintenance of a number of young pea
pi~, who are brought up to take orders. 
The priefis who live in the country pa
riilies, get the tythe from their congrega
tion, together with the perquifites on vi
fiting the fick, &c. In fmall congrega
tions, the king gives the priefis an addi
tional fum. When a priefi in the country 
grows old, and has done good fervices, he 
is fotnetimes allowed to come into the fe
minary in town. The fen1inaries are al
lowed to place the prie{h; on their own 
efiates ; but the other places are in the gift 
of the biiliop. 

THE recolets are the third clafs of cler
gymen in Canada. They have a fine large 
dwelling houfe here, and a fine church, 
where they officiate. Near it is a large 
and fine garden, which they cul~ivate with 
great application. In Montreal, and 'Iroi 
Rt'vz'eres, they are lodged almoft in the 
fame manner as here. They do not en
deavour to choofe cunning fellows amongfi: 
them, but take all they can get. They 
do not torment their brains with n1uch 
Jearning; and I have been affured, that af-
ter they have put on their monaflic ha bit, 

K 2 they 
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they do not ftudy to increafe their know ... 
ledge, b-ut forget even what little they 
knew before. At night they generally ly 
on mats, or fome other hard matratfes s 
however, I have fometimes feen good beds 
in the cells of fome of them. They 
have no poffeffions here, having made vows 
of poverty, and live chiefly on the alms 
which people give them. To this pur· 
pofe, the young monks, or brothers, go 
into the houfes \Vith t bag, and beg what 
they want. They have no congregations 
in the country, but fometimes they go 
among the Indians as miffionaries. In each 
fort, which contains forty men, the king 
keeps one of thefe monks, infiead of a 
prieft, who officiates there. The king 
gives him lodging, provifions, fervants, and 
all he wants ; befides two hundred livres a 
vear. Half of it he fends to the commu ... 
~ity he belongs to ; the other half he re
ferves for his own ufe. On board the 
king's iliips are generally no other priefis 
than thefe friars, who are therefore looked 
upon as people belonging to the king. 
When one of the chief priefts * in the 
country dies, and his place cannot imme
diately be filkd up, they fend one of thefe 
friars there, to officiate whilft the place i& 

* Pajliur. 
va-
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vacant.. Part of thefe monks come over 
from France, and part are natives of Canada. 
There are no other monks in Canada be
fides thefe, except now and then one of the 
order of St. Aujlin or fome other, who 
cornes with one of the king's fhips, but 
goes off with it again. 

Augujl the 1 I th. TH rs morning I took 
a walk out of town, with the royal phy
.fician M. Gaulth£er, in order to collect 
plants, and to fee a nun~ry at fome difiance 
from !i(.yebee. This monafiery which is 
built very magnificently of fione, lies in a 
pleafant ipot., furrounded with corn-fields, 
meado\vs, and woods, from whence ff<..uebec 
and the river St. Lawrence may be feen; 
a hofpital for poor old people, cripples, &c. 
makes part of the monafi:ery, and is divided 
into two halls, one for men, the other for 
women. The nuns attend both fexes, 
with this difference ho,vever, that they only 
prepare the meal for the men and bring it 
in to them, give them phyfick, and take the 
cloth away when they have eaten, leaving 
the reft for male fervants. But in the hall 
\Vhere the women are, they do all the 
work that is to be done. The regulation 
in the hofpita1 was the fame as in that at 
ff<..uebec. To fhew me a particular favour, 
the bilhop, at the defire of the Marquis 
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lu Ga!if!onnz"ere, governor-general of Canada, 
granted me leave to fee this nunnery likewife, 
where no 1nan is allovved to enter, without 
his leave, which is an honour he feldom 
confers on any body. The abbefs led me 
and M. Gaulthz"er. through all the apart~ 
ments, accompanied by a great number of 
nuns. Mofi of the nuns here are of noble 
families and one was the daughter of a 
governor. Many of them afe old, but there 
are likewife fome very young ones among 
them, who looked very well. They feemed 
all to be more polite than thofe in the 
pther nunnery. Their rooms are the fame 
as in the Jafl: place, except fome additional 
furniture in their cells; the beds are hung 
1Ni t h blue curtains ; there are a couple of 
fma11 bureaux, a table between them and 
feme piCtures on the walls. There are 
however no fioves in any celL But thofe 
halls and rooms, in which they are affem
bled together, and in which the fick ones 
ly, are fu pplicd with an iron fiove. The 
number of nuns is indeterminate here, and I 
faw a great ntunber of then1. Here are 
likewife fon1e probationers preparing for 
their reception among the nuns. A num· 
ber of little girls are fent hither by their 
p3rents, to be inHruCted by the nuns in the 

· principles of the chrifiian religion, and in 
· all 
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all forts of ladies work. The convent at a 
difi:ance looks like a palace, and, as I am told, 
was founded by a bilhop, who they fay is 
buried in a part of the eh urch. 

WE botanized till dinner-time in the 
neighbouring meadows, and then returned 
to the convent to dine with a venerable old 
father recolet, who officiated here a" a 
priefi:. The dilhes were all prepared by 
nuns, and as numerous and various s on the 
tables of great men. There were likewife 
feveral forts of wine, and many preferves. 
The revenues of this monafiery are faid to 
be confiderable. At the top of the build
ing is a fn1a1l fteep1e with a bell. Con
fidering the large traCl:s of land which the 
king has given in Canada to convents, 
'Jefidts, priefi:s, and feveral families of rank, 
it ieems he has very little left for himfelf. 

OuR common rafp-berries, are fo plenti
ful here on the hills, near corn-fields, rivers 
and brooks, that the branches look quite 
red on account of the number of berries on 
them. They are ripe about this time, and 
eaten as a defert after dinner, both frelh 
and preferved. 

TnE Mountain AJh, or Sorb-tree * i~ 
pretty common in the woods hereabouts. 

Sorhur aucupm·ia. 

Kf THEY 
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THEY reckon the north-eaft wind the 
n1ofi piercing of all, here. Many of the 
beft people here, afiured me, that this wind 
when it is very violent in winter, pierces 
through walls of a moderate thicknefs, fo 
that the whole wall on the infide of the 
houfe is covered with fnow, or a thick 
boar frofi; and that a candle plac:ed near 
a thinner wall is almoft blown out by the 
wind \vhich continually comes through. 
This wind damages the houfes which are 
built of ftone, and forces the! owners to re
pair them very frequently on the north
~afi: fide, The north and north-eafl: winds 
are 1ikewife reckoned very cold here. In 
fummer the north wind is gen~rally attended 
with rain. 

THE difference of c1imate between ~e
pee and Montreal is on all hands allowed to 
.be very great. The wind and weather of 
Montreal are often entirely different from 
what they are at f<Jtebec. The winter there 
is not near fo cold as in the lafi place. Several 
forts of fine pears will grow near Montreal; 
but ar~ far from fucceeding at §l.gebec, where 
fhe froll frequently kills them. ~tebec has 
generally more rainy weather, fpring begins 
later, and winter fooner than at Montreal, 
where all forts of fruits ripen a. week or two 
~~r Iier than at !J<...uebec. 

Augujf 
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Augu/l the 12th. THIS afternoon I and 
my iervant went out of town, to ftay in 
the country for a couple of days that I tnight 
have more leifure to examine the plants 
\lvh ich grow in the woods here, and the 
it ate of the country. In order to proceed 
the better, the governor-general had fent 
for an Ind£an from Lorette to ihe\v us the 
way, and teach us what ufe they n1ake 
of the fpontaneous plants hereabouts. This 
Indian was an Englijhman by birth, taken 
by the Indians thirty years ago, when 
he was a boy, and adopted by them, 
according to their cufton1, infi:ead of a 
relation of theirs killed by the enemy. 
Since that time he confiantly flayed with 
then1, became a Roman Catholic and married 
an Indian woman: he drefTes like an Indian, 
fpeaks Englifo and French, and many of 
the Indian languages. In the wars between 
the Frerzch and Englijh, in this country, the 
Frenc!z lndi'an.r have made many prifoners of 
both fexes in the Englijh plantatiOns, adopt
ed them afterwards, and they married with 
people of the lndi'an nations. From hence 
the Indian blood in Canada is very much 
mixed \Vith European blood, and a great 
part of the Indians now living, owe their 
origin to EuPope. It is likewife rem<1rkable, 
~hat a Preat part of the people they had· 

taken 



Augufl 1749· 

taken during the war and incorporated with 
their nations, efpecially the young people, 
did not choofe to return to their native 
country, though their parents and near eft 
relations came to then1 and endeavoured to 
perfuade thetn to it, and t'1ot gh it \i'aS in 
their power to do it. The ]icantious life 
led by the Indians, pleafed '"hem better than 
that of the~r European re;ations; hey dreffed 
like the Indians, and regulated all their 
affairs in their way. It is therefore dit-Ecult 
to diftinguiih then1, except by their colour, 
vvhich .is fo1new hat \vhiter than that of the 
Indians. There are likewife examples of 
fon)e Frenchmen going an1ongfl: the Indians 
~nd f()llo\ving their way of life. There is 
on the contrary fcarce one infiance of an 
lndian's adopting the European cufloms; 
but tbofe who were taken prifoners in the 
'\var, have always endeavoured to come to 
their own people again, even after fe~:eral 
years of captivity, and though they enjoyed 
all the privilege~, th~t \vere ever po.ffe!led by 
the Europea·iZs in Amer-ica. 

'I'HE lands, which we paffed over, were 
C\'ery where laid out into corn-fields, mea
dows, or paflur(S. Aln1ofi ~11 round us 
the profpeCt prefcnted to our view farms 
•Hld fanu-hou les, and excdll ~ t fields and 
rneadows, N <;ar the tov.<n the land is 

pretty 
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pretty flat, and interfeB:ed now and then 
by a clear rivulet. The roads are very 
good, broad, and lined with ditches on 
each fide, in low grounds. Further fron1 
the town, the land rifes higher and higher, 
and confifls as it were of terraces, one 
above another. This rifing ground is, 
however, pretty fmooth, chiefly without 
ftones, and covered with rich mould. U n
der that is the black lime-f1ate, which is 
fo common hereabouts, and is divided into 
fmall ihivers, and corroded by the air. 
Some of the fl:rata were horizontal, others 
perpendicular; I have likewife found fuch 
perpendicular ftrata of lime-fl:ates in other 
places, in the neighbourhood of f<Jtebec. 
All the ills are cultivated ; and fome are 
adorned with fine churches, houfes, and 
corn-fields. The ni.eadows are commonly 
in the vallies, though fome were likewiie 
on crninencies. · Soon after we had a fine 
profpect from one of thefe h '11s. !fZuebec 
appeared very plain to the eafl:..,vard, and 
the river St. Lawrence could likewife be 
feen; further diftant, on the fouth-eafi fide 
of that river, appears a long chain of high 
mountains, running o-Pnerally para1lel to it, 
though many mi1es difiant fron1 · it. To 
the weft again, at fome difiance from the 
~ifing lands where we were, the hills chang· 

ed 
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~d into a long chain of very high moun. 
tai ns, 1 ying very c1o1e to each other, and 
running parallel likewife to the river, t~at 
js nearly from fouth to north. Thefe high 
mountains confift of a grey rock-fione, 
'f'ompofed of feveral kinds of fione, which 
I ilia11 mention in the feq uel. Thefe 
tnountains feem to prove, that the lime
flares are of as antient a d3te as the grey 
rock-ftone, and not formed in later times; 
for the at}lazing large grey rocks ly on the 
top of the mountains, which confiil: of black 
1 ime-fiates. 

THE tigh meadows in Canada are ex
cell:!nt, and by far preferable to the mea
dows round P h£/adelphia, and in the other 
Englijh colonies. The further I advanced 
north ward here, the finer were the mea
dows, and the turf upon them \vas better 
and clofer. Almofi all the grafs here is of 
two kinds, viz. a fpecies of the narrow 
leaved meado7v grafi *; for its fpikes t con
tain either three or four flowers; which 
are fo exceedjng1y frnall, that the plant 
JTiight eafily be taken for a bent grafi!; 
and its feeds have feveral fznall downy hairs 
at the bottom, The olher plant, which 

grows 
~ Poa t.11tgujl'filia. Linn ~ 
t S~icula! tri vel quadri-flor<& minim;e; femina bafi pu, 

bcl•:cnua. 
;1: Agrcjli1. Linn. 
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grow.: in the meadow~, is the white clo
ver*· Thefe two plants forrn the hay 
in the meadows; they ftand clofe and thick 
together, and the meadow grafs (poa) is 
pretty tall, but has very thin fialks. At 
the root of the meadow grafs, the ground 
was quite covered with clover, fa that one 
cannot wiili for finer n1eadows, than are 
found here. Almofi: all the meadows have 
been formerly corn-fields, as appears from 
the furrows on the ground, which fiill re· 
mained. They can be mown but oncG 
every fumrner, as Jpring con1mences very 
lat~. 
. THEY were now bufied with making 
hay, and getting it in, and I was told, they 
had begun about a week ago. They have 
hay-fi:acks near moll: of their meadows, and 
<,m the wet ones, they n1ake ufe of conic 
hay-ilacks. Their rneadows are comn1on
ly without enclcfures, the cattle being in 
~he patlures on the other fide of the woods, 
and having cowherds to take care of them 
where they are neceffary. 

THE corn-fields are pretty large. I faw 
no drains any where, though they feemed 
to be wanting in fo1ne places. 'They are 
divided into ndges, of th~ breadth ot t vo 

.. Trifolium rtpem. Linn. <Trifi!ium pratrnfi a!lum. C. B. 

or 
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or three yards broad, between the furrows. 
The perpendicular height of the middle of 
the ridge, from the level to the ground, is 
near one foot. All their corn is fummer
corn ; for as the cold in \Vinter deftroys 
the corn which lies in the ground, they 
never fow in autumn. I found white 

, wheat mofi: commonly in the fields. They 
bave likewife large fields with peafe, oats, 
in fome places fun1mer-rye, and now and 
then barley. Near almoft every farm I 
met with cabbages, pumpions, and melons. 
The fields are not always fown, but ly fal
low every two years. The fallow-fields 
are not ploughed in fumtner, fo the weeds 
grow without refiraint in then1, and the 
cattle are al19wed to go on them all fuln• 
mer*· 

THE houfes in the country are built 
promifcuoufly of il:one, or wood. To 
thofe of fione they do not employ bricks, 
as there is not yet any confiderable q uan~ 
tity of bricks made here. They there• 
fore take wba~ fiones they can find in the 
neighbourhood, efpeciaily the black litne
flates. Thefe are quite compact when 

broke,. 

"' Here follows, in the original. an account of the en
clofures made ufe of near !0!ehcc, which is intended only 
for the Swede.r, but not for a nation that has made fuch 
progrds in agricul ure and huibandry, as the Euglijb. Fv 



Bttueen ~e!Jec and Lorette. 15 

broke, but lhiver when expofed to the air · 
however, this is of little confequence, as 
the ftones fiick fafl: in tbe wall, and d() 
not fall afunder. For want of it, they 
fometimes make their buildings of Iitne
:fione, or fand-fione, and fon1etimes of gre 
rock-ftone. The w.llJs of fuch houfes are 
comn1only two foot thick, and ieldom 
thinner. The people here can have lime 
every w·herc in this neighbourhood. The 
greater part of the houfes in the country, are 
built of \Vood, and fon1etimes plaifl:ered 
over on the outfide. The chinks in the 
walls are filled with clav, inftead of n1ofs. 
The boufes are feldo~ above one il:ory 
high. Jn every roorn is either a chin1ney 
or fiove, or both together. The ftoves 
have the form of an oblong fquare; 1ome 
are entirely of iron, aoout two feet and a 
half long, one foot and a half, or two 
feet, high, and near a feat and a half 
broad ; tht:fe iron fto;res are a1l caft at 
the iron-works at .... rois Rivieres. S n1e 
are n1ady of bricks, or fione , not mt eh 
larger than the iron fioves, but eo ·ercd at 
top with an iron plate. The fmoke frotn 
the Hoves is conveyed up the chirnney, by 
an iron pipe. In funHner the il:oves are 
recnoved. 

THL 
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THIS evening we arrived at Lorettt1 

where we lodged with the Jefuits. 
Augujl the 13th. IN the morning we 

continued our journey through the woods 
to the high mountains, in order to fee 
"vhat fca;:ce plants and curiofities we could 
get there. The ground was flat at firft) 
and covered with a thick wood all round, 
except in mar!hy places. Near half the 
plants, which are to be met with here, 
grow in the woods and moraffes of Swedtn. 

WE faw wild Cherry-trees here, of two 
kinds, which are probably mere varieties, 
though they differ in feveral refpeCts. Both 
are pretty cotnmon in Canada, and both have 
red berries, One kind, w hi eh is called 
Cerfjier by the French, tafies like our Al
pine cherrie8, and their acid contraCts the 
1nouth, and cheeks. The berries of the 
other fort have an agreeable fournefs, and 
a pleafan t tafi:e *. 

THE three-leaved Hellebore t grows in 
great plenty in the woods, and in many 
places it covers the ground by itfelf. How
ever, it commonly chooles moify places, 

that 

~ The kind called Cerijit.r by the French, I defcribed 
thus in tny journal : Cerajus folii! ovatis firratir, ferratum 
profundis fire julmlatis, frut1u raamojo. The other thus! 
Cerafus foliis lauaolatis, crenato-firratis, acutis, fi ztiiu fm 
jQ/itario. 

t Helleborui trifolius. 
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that are not very wet ;· and the wood-for
rei*, with the Mountain Enchanter's Nz'ght
jhadet, are its companions. Its feeds were 
not yet ripe, and mofi: of the ftalks had 
no feeds at all. This plant is called Tif-
fovoyanne jaune by the French, all over Ca
nada. Its leaves and ftalks are ufed by 
the Indians, for giving a fine yellow colour 
to feveral kinds of work, which they make 
of prepared ikins. The French, who have 
learnt this from them, dye wool and other 
things yellow with this plant. 

WE climbed with a great deal of diffi
culty to the top of one of the higheft 
mountains here, and I was vexed to find 
nothing at its fummit, but what I had 
feen in other parts of Canada before. We 
had not even the pleafure of a profpecc, 
becaufe the trees, with which the tnoun .. 
tain is covered, obfirueted it. The trees 
that grow here are a kind of hornbeam. 
or Carpz'nus Ojlrya, Lion. the American 
elm, the red maple, the fugar ... tnaple, th~i 
kind of maple which cures fco~ched 
wounds (which I have not yet d~fcribed), 
the beech, the cornmon birch-tree, the 
fugar-birch :t, th~ forb-~ree, the Canada 

"" Oxalis Acetofilla, Linn., 
t Circceq alpi11a, Linn. 
t B etula ni6ra, Linn · 
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pine, called Perzif!e, the mealy-tree with 
dentated leaves *, the a£h, the cherry-tree, 
( Cerifier) juft before defcribed, and the 
berry-bearing yew. 

THE Gnats in this wood were more 
numerous than we could have wHhed. 
Their bite caufed a bliflering of the ikin ; 
and the Jefuits at Lorette faid, the befl: 
prefervative againft their attacks is to rub 
the face, and naked parts of the body, 
with greafe. Cold water they reckon 
the beft remedy againfl the bite, when 
the wounded places are walhed with it, 
immediate] y after. 

AT night we returned to Lorette, hav
ing accurately examined the plants of note 
we met with to-day. 

Augufl the 14th. Lorette is a village, 
three French miles to the weftward of ff<...ue
bec. Inhabited chiefly by Indians of the 
Huron nation, converted to the Roman 
catholic religion. The village lies near a 
1ittle river, which falls over a rock there, 
with a great noife, and turns a fa w-mill, 
and a flour-mill. When the Jefuit, who 
is now with them, arrived among them, 
they lived in their pfual huts, \Vhich are 
made like thofe of the Laplanders. They 

YilmrtJTifll dentatum, Linn. 

have 
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have fince laid afide this cuftom, and built 
all their houfes after the French failiion. 
In each houfe are two rooms, v£z. their 
bed-room, and the kitchen on the outfide 
before it. In the room is a fmall oven of 
fione, covered at top with an iron plate. 
Their beds are near the wall, and they put 
no other clothes on them, than thofe which 
they are dreifed in. Their other furniture 
and utenfils, look equally wretched. Here 
is a fine little church, with a lleeple and 
bell. The fieeple is raifed pretty high, 
and covered with white tin plates. They 
pretend, that there is fome fin1ilarity be
tween this church in its figure and difpo
fition, and the Santa Ca.fa, at Loretto in 
Italy, from whence this village has got its 
name. Clofe to the church is a houfe . 
built of fione, for the clergytnen, who 
are two Jefuits, that confi:antly live here. 
The divine fervice is as regularly attended 
here, as in any other Roman catholic church; 
and J· was pleafed with feeing the alacrity 
of the Indians, efpecially of the wornen, 

· and hearing their good voices, ·when they 
fing all forts of hymns in their own lan
guage. The Indians drefs chiefly like the 
other adjacent Indian nations ; the men, 
however, like to wear waificoats, or jackets, 
like the French. The women keep exaCtly 
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to the Indian drefs. It is certain, that 
thefe Indians and their ancefiors, long fince, 
on being converted to the Chriflian reli
gion, have made a vow to God, never to 
drink firong liquors. This vow they have 
kept pretty inviolable hitherto, fo that one 
feldom fees one of them drunk, though 
brandy and other firong liquors are goods, 
which other lndians would fooner be killed 
for, than part with them. 

THESE Indians have made the French 
their patterns in feveral things, befides the 
houfes. They all plant maize; and fome 
have fma11 fields of wheat, and rye. Many 
of them keep cows. They plant our com
mon fun-flower* in their n1aize-fields, and 
mix the feeds of it into their Jagamite, or 
maize-foup. The 1naize, which they plant 
here, is of the fn1all fort, which ripens 
fooner than the other : its grains are 
fmaller, but give more and better flour 
in proportion. It commonly ripens here 
at the middle, fometimes however, at the 
end of Augzljl. 

THE Swedi(h winter-wheat, and winter
rye, has been" tried in Canada, to fee how 
well it would fucceed ; for they employ 
nothing but fummer-corn here, it having 

• Helianthus annuus. 
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been found, that the French wheat and 
rye dies here in winter, if it be fown in 
autumn. Dr. Sarrazin has therefore (as 
I was told by the eldeft of the two Jefuits 
here) got a fmall quantity of wheat and 
rye, of the winter-corn fort from Sweden. 
It was fown in autumn, not hurt by the 
winter, and bore fine corn. The ears 
were not fo large as thofe of the Canada 
corn, but weighed near twice as much, 
and gave a greater quantity of finer flour, 
than that fummer-corn. Nobody could 
tell me, why the experiments have not 
been continued. They cannot, I am told, 
bake fuch white bread here, of the fum
mer-corn, as they can in France, of their 
winter-wheat. Many people have aifured 
me, that all the fumn1er-corn, now em
ployed here, came from Sweden, or Nor
way : for the French, on their arrival, 
found the winters in Canada too fevere for 
the French winter-corn, and their fummer
corn did not always ripen, on account of 
the fhortnefs of furnmer. Therefore they 
began to look upon Canada, as little better 
than an ufelefs country, where nobody 
could live; till they fell upon the expe
dient of getting their fummer-corn from 
the moft northern parts of Europe, which 
has fucceeded very well. 

L 3 THIS 
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THIS day I returned to E<..yehec, making 
botanical obf~rvations by the way. 

Augujl the 15th. THE new governor
general of all Canada, the marquis de la 
Jonquiere, arrived lafi night in the river 
before ~ebec; but it being late, he re
ferved his public entrance for to-day. He 
had left France on the fecond of June, but 
could not reach f<!tebec before this time, 
on account of the d1fficu1ty which great 
ihips find in paffing the fands in the river 
St. Lawrence. The !hips cannot venture 
to go up, without a fair wind, being forced 
to run in many bendings, and frequently 
in a very narrow channel. To-day was 
another great feaft, on account of the Afcen
fion of the Virgin Mary, which is very highly 
celebrated in Roman cathoiic countries. 
This day was accordingly doubly remark
, ble! both on account of the holiday, and 
of the arrival of the new governor-general, 
who is always received with great pomp, 
as he reprefents a vice-roy here. 

ABouT eight o'dock the chief people in 
town afJembled at the ho tfe of Mr. de 
Vaudreuil, vho had lately been nominated 
governor of 'Trot's Rivieres, and lived in the 
lower town, and whofe father had like
\vife been governor-general of Ca11ada. 
Thither came l ikewife the n1arquis de la 

G alilfonniere, 
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Gal!!fonn'iere, who had till now been gover
nor-general, and was to fail for France, 
with the fidl: opportunity. He was ac .. 
companied by all the people belonging to 
the government. I was likewife invited to 
fee this fefrivity. At half an hour after eight 
the new governor-general went from the fhip 
into a barge, covered with red cloth, upon 
which a iignal with cannons was given 
from the ram parts, for all the bells in the 
town to be fet a· ringing. All the people 
of diftinCl:ion went down to the fhore to 
falute the governor, who, on alighting from 
the barge, was received by the marquis la 
Galilfonniere. After they had faluted each 
other, the commandant of the townaddrelfed 
the new governor-general in a very elegant 
fpeech, which he anfwered very concifely; 
after which all the cannon on the ramparts 
gave a general falute. The whole frreet, 
up to the cathedral, was lined with men in 
arms, chiefly dra\vn out from among the 
burgheffes. The governor-general then 
walked towards the cathedral, dreffed in a 
fuit of red, with abundance of gold lace. 
His fervants went before him in green, 
carrying fire-arms on their lhoulders. On 
his arrival at the cathedral, he was receiv
ed by the biiliop of Canada, and the whole 
clergy a1fembled. The biiliop was arrayed 
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in his pontifical robes, and had a long gilt 
tiara on his head, and a great crozier of 
maffy filver in his hand. After the bilhop 
had addreffed a iliort fpeech to the gover
nor-genera), a priefi brought a filver cru
cifix on a long fiick, ( t\VO priefis with light
ed tapers in their hands, going @n each 
fide of it) to be kiffed by the governor. 
The bi!hop and the prie~s then went 
through the long walk, up to the choir. 
The fervants of the governor .. general fol
lowed with their hats on, and arms on 
their lhoulders. At lafi came the gover
nor-general and his fuite, and after them a 
croud of people. At the beginning of the 
choir the governor-general, and -the gene
ral de la Galijfonniere, fiopt before a ~ . hair 
covered with red cloth, and fiood there 
during the whole time of the celebration 
of the mafs, which was celebrated by the 
bilhop himfelf. From the church he \Vent 
to the palace, when the gentlemen of note 
in the town, afterwards went to p~y their 
refpeCls to him. The religious of th~ oif
ferent orders, with their re~')ective fupe
riors, Iikewife can1e to hin1, to tefb y tl eir 
Joy on account of his happy arrival. Among 
the nun1bers that came to vifit him, none 
ftaid to dine, but thofe that \vere invited 
.beforehand, ,among which I had the ho-

nour 
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nour to be. The entertainment lafted very 
long, and was as elegant as the occafion 
required. . 

THE governor-general, marquis de la 
Jonquiere, was very tall, and at that time 
fomething above fixty years old. He had 
fought a defperate naval battle with the 
Englijh in the laft war, but had been obliged 
to furrender, the Englijh being, as it \\'as told, 
vaftly fuperior in the number of fhips and 
men. On this occafion he was wounded 
by a ball, which entered one fide of his 
lhoulder, and came out at the other. He 
was very complaifant, but knew how to 
preferve his dignity, when he diftributed 
favours . 

. MANY of the gentlemen, prefent at this 
entertainment, afferted that the following 
expedient had been fuccefsfully employed 
to keep wine, beer, or water, cool during 
fummer. The wine, or other liquor, is 
bottled ; the bottles are wen corked, hung 
up into the air, and wrapped in wet clouts. 
,.fhis cools the wine in the bottles, not
withftandJng it was quite warm before. 
After a little while the clouts are again 
1nade wet, with the coldefl: water that is 
to be had, and this is always continued. 
The wine, or other liquor, in the bottles 
~s then always colder, than the water with 

which 
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which the clouts are made wet. And 
though the bottles iliould be hung up in 
the fun!hine, the above way of proceed
ing will always have the fame effect*· 

Augvjl the 16th. THE accidental Ar· 
bor v£tce f, is a tree which grows very 
plentiful in Canada, but not much further 
fouth. The mofi: foutherly place I have 
feen it in, is a place a little on the fouth 
fide of Saratoga, in the province of New
Tork, and likewife near Gaffes, in the fame 
province, which places are in forty-two 
degrees and ten minutes north latitude. 

Mr. Bartram, however, informed me, 
that he had found a fingle tree of this kind 
in J7irgi7zia, near the falls in the river Janu.r. 
DoCtor Golden likewife aiferted, that he had 
feen it in 1nany places round his feat Gold-

ingham, 

·' It has been obferved by feveral experiments, that any 
liquor dipt into another liquor, and then expofed into the 
air for evaporation, will get a remarkable degree of cold ; 
the quicker the evaporation fucceeds, after repeated clip
pings, the greater is the cold. Therefore fpirit of w~ne 
evaporating quicker than water, cools more than water; 
and fpirit offal ammoniac, made by quick-lime, being fiill 
more volatile than fpirit of wine, its cooling quality is fiill 
greater. The evaporation fucceeds better by moving the 
veffel containing the liquor, by expofing it to the air, and 
by blowing upon it, or ufing a pair of bellows. See de 
Mairan, Dijfertation fur la Glace, Prof. Richman in Nov. 
Comment. Petnp. ad an. 1747, & 1748. p. 284. and Dr. 
Cul/e;z in the Edillburgh phyJical and literary E.lfays and Obfir
'Vatrom. Vo1. II. p. J 45. F. 

t 'fb;ya occidentali1, Linn. 
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inghan1, which lies between New-York, and 
Albany, about forty-one degrees thirty mi
nutes north latitude. The Frenc!t, all over 
Canada, call it Cedre blanc. The Englijh 
and Dutch in Albany, likewife call it the 
white Cedar. The Englijh in J7irginia, 
have called a Thuya, which grows with 
them, a Juniper. 

THE places and the foil where it grows 
befi:, are not always alike, however it 
generally fucceeds in fuch ground where its 
roots have fufficient n1oifture. It feems to 
prefer f wamps, madhes, and other wet places 
to all others, and there it grows pretty tall. 
Stony hil1s, and places where a number of 
fiones ly together, covered with feveral kinds 
of mofle~ *, feemed to be the next in order 
where it grows. When the fea lhores were 
hilly, a11 i r.overed with moify ftones, the 
T n 'a iddom failed to grow on them. It 
is 1 ike vi{ .. feen now and then on the hills 
near ri\' "" rs, and other high grounds, which 
ar covered \Vith a dufi: like earth or mould; 
b t it is to be ot1ferved that fuch places 
commor 1 y carry a fourifh water with them, 
or 1ec eive tnoifture from the upper coun
tries. I have however feen it growing in 
fom ~ )retty dry places; but there it never 

Lichen, Bryum, Hypnum. 
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comes to any confiderable fize. It is pretty 
frequent in the clefts of mountains, but 
cannot grow to any · remarkable height or 
thicknefs. The tallefi trees I have found 
in the woods in Canada, were about thirty 
or thirty-fix feet high. A tree of exactly 
ten inches diameter had ninety-two rings 
round the fiem *; another of one foot and 
two inches in diameter had one hundred and 
forty-two rings t· 

THE inhabitants of Canada generally 
make ufe of this tree in the following cafes. 
It being reckoned the moft durable wood 
in Canada, and which befi withfiands pu
trefaCtion, fo as to remain undamaged for 
above a man's age, enclofures of all kinds 
are fcarce made of any other than this wood. 
all the pofis which are driven into the 
ground, are made of the Thuya wood. 
The palifades round the forts in Canada 
are likewife made of the fame wood. The 
planks in the houfes are made of it; and 
the thin narrow pieces of wood which form 
both the ribs and the bottom of the bark
boats, commonly made ufe of here, are 
taken from this wood, becaufe it is pliant 

* Ofthefe rings or circles, it is well known all trees get 
but one every year, fo that they ferve to afcertain the age of 
the tree, and the q uicknefs, or flownefs of its growth. F. 

t The bark is not included, when I fptak of thediameten 
Gf thefe trees. 
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enough for the purpofe, efpecially whilft 
it is fre!h, and likewife becaufe it is very 
light. The Thuya wood is reckoned one 
of the bdl: for the ufe of lime-kilns. Its 
branches are ufed all over Canada for befoms; 
and the twigs and leaves of it being natural
ly bent together, feem to be very proper for 
the purpofe. The Indians make fuch befo1ns 
and bring them to the towns for fale, nor 
do I remember having feen any befoms of 
any other wood. The fre{h branches have 
a peculiar, agreeable fcen t, which is pretty 
firongly fmelled in houfes where they make 
u[e of befoms of this kind. 

THIS Thuya is made ufe of for feveral 
medicinal purpofes. The commandant of 
Fort St. Frederic, M. de Lujignan, could . 

. never fufficien tly praife its excellence for 
rheumatic pains. He told me he h:Id often 
feen it tried, with remarkable good fuccefs, 
upon feveral perfons, in the fo1lowing man
ner. The freili leave1 are pounded in a 
n1ortar, and n1ixed with hog's greafe, or 
any other greafe. This is boiled together 
till it becomes a falve, which is fpread on 
linen, and applied to the part where the 
pain i<:. The falve gives certain relief in a 
thort tin1e. Againft violent pains, which 
move up and down in the thighs, and fome
tim~s !pread all O't'er the body, they recon -

n1enJ 
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mend the following remedy. Take of the 
leaves of a kind of Polypody * four-ifths, 
and of the cones of the Thuya one-fifth, 
both reduced to a coarfe powder by them .. 
felves, and mixed together afterwards. 
Then pour milk-warm '\JVater on it, fo as 
to make a poultice, which fpread on linen, 
and wrap it round the body : but as the 
poultice burns like fire, they commonly Jay 
a cloth between it and the body, otherwife 
it would burn and fcorch the fkin. I have 
heard this rernedy praifed beyond meafure, 
by people \vho faid they had experienced 
its good effeCts. An lroque.fe Indian told 
me, that a decoCtion of Thuya leaves was 
ufed as a remedy for the cough. In the 
neighbourhood of Saratoga, they ufe this 
decoCtion in the intermitting fevers. 

THE Thuya tree keeps its leaves, and is 
green all winter. Its feeds are ripe towards 
the end of September, old fiyle. The fourth 
of OClober of this year, 1749, fome of the 
cones, e.fpecia1ly thofe which ftood much ex
pofed to the heat of the fun, had already 
dropt their feeds, and all the other cones 
·were opening in order to fhed them. This 
tree has, in common with many other Ame-

* Pof;poa'ium fronde pi:mata, phmis a/ternis ad bajitt jitpernl 
appmdiculatis. 
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rican trees, the quality of growing plentiful 
in marihes and thick woods, which n1ay be 
with certainty called its native places. How
ever, there is fcarce a fingle Thuya tree in 
thofe places which bears feeds ; if, on the 
other hand, a tree accidentally ftands on the 
outfide of a wood, on the fea !bore, or in a 
field, where the air can freely corn~ at it, it 
is always full of feeds. I have found this to 
be the cafe with the Thuya, on innumerable 
occafions. It is the fame like wife with the 
fugar-maple, the maple which is good for 
healing fcorched wounds, the white fir-tree, 
the pine called Perz1fe, the mulberry- tree 
and fcveral others. 

Augujl the I 7th. THrs day I went to 
fee the nunnery of the Ur:fulines, which is 
difpofed nearly in the fame way as the two 
other nunneries. It lies in the town and 
has a very fine church. The nuns are re
nowned for their piety, and they go lefs 
abroad than any others. The men are like
wife not allo\ved to go into this n1onafiery, 
but by the fpecial lie en "e of the bi!hop, 
which is given as a great favour; the royal 
phyfician, and the fur geon are alone en titled 
to go in as often as the.r n1eafe, to vifit the 
fick. At the de fire of the marquis de la 
Gal//Jonniere the biiliop granted me leave to 
vifit this monafiery together .. with the royal 

phyfician 
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phyfician Mr. Gaulthier. On our arrival 
we were received by the abbefs, who was 
attended by a great number of nuns, for 
the moO: part old ones. We faw the church; 
and, it being Sunday, we found fome nuns on 
every fide of it kneeling by themfelves and 
faying prayers. As foon as we came into 
the church, the abbe[s and the nuns with 
her dropt on their knees, and fo did M. 
Gaulthier and myfelf. We then went to 
an apartn1ent or fn1a1l chapel dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, at the entrance of which, 
they all fell on their knees again. We 
afterwards faw the kitchen, the dining hall 
and the apartment they work in, which is 
large and fine. They do all forts of neat 
work thtre, gild piCtures, make artificial 
flowers, &c. The dining hall is difpofed 
in the fame manner as in the other two 
monafteries. Under the tables are fmall 
drawers for each nun to keep her napkin, 
knife and fork, and other things in. Their 
cells are fmall, and each nun has one to her
felf. The walls are not painted ; a little 
bed, a table with a drawer, and a crucifix, 
and piCtures of faints on it, and a chair, 
confl.itute the whole furniture of a ce11. 
We were then led into a room full of young 
ladies about twelve years old and below that 
age, fent hither by their parents to be in-

ftruCted 
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£\:ruB:ed in reading, and in matters of reli· 
gion. 1~hey are allowed to go to vifit their 
relations once a day, but mufi not fiay away 
long~ When they have learnt reading, and 
have received inftruetions in religion, they 
return to their parents again. Near the 
monafiery, is a fine garden, which is fur
rounded with a high wall. It belongs to 
this infiitution, and is ftocked with all forts 
of kitchen-herbs and fruit-trees, When 
the nuns are at work, or during dinner, 
every thing is filent in the rooms, unlefs 
fon1e one of them reads to the others ; but 
after dinner, they have leave to take a walk. 
for an hour or two in the garden, or to 
divert themfelves within-doors. After we 
had feen every thing remarkable here, we 
took our leave, and departed. 

ABoUT a quarter of a Swedijh ·mile to the 
weft of ff<.uebec, is a well of mineral waters, 
which carries a deal of iron ocker with it, 
and has a pretty frrong tafte. M. Gaul
thier faid, that he had prefcribed it \vith 
fuccefs in coltive cafes and the like difeafes. 

I have been affured, that there are no 
fnakes in the woods and fields round §(ye
bee, whofe bite is poifonous; fo that one 
can fafdy walk in the grafs. I have never 
found any that endeavoured to bite, and 
all were very fearful. In the fouth pares 'r OL . Ill. l\1 .. of 
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of Canada, it is not advifeable to be off 
one's guard. 

A very fcnall fpecies of black ants* Jive 
in ant-hills, in high grounds, in woods; 
they look exaC1:1y like our Swedijh ants, but 
are n1uch lefs. 

Augufl the 2 111:. To-nAY there were 
fon1e people of three Indian nations in this 
country \vith the governor- general, viz. 
Hurons, Mickmacks, and Anies t; the Jail: 
of which are a nation of lroquefi, and allies 
of the Englijh, and \Vere taken prifoners in 
the la!l: war. 

TnE Eiurons are fome of the fame 111-
dians with thofe who live at Lorette, and 
have received the chrifiian religion. They 
are ta1l, robu.fi people, \Veil ihaped, and of 
a copper colo11r. They have iliort black 
hair, which is fhaved on the forehead, from 
one ear to the other. None of them wear 
hats or caps. Some have ear-rings, others 
not. Many of then1 have the face painted 
~dl over wi "h vennil.ion ; others have only 
frrokes of it on the orehead, and near the 
ears ; and fome paint their hair with ver
Diillion. Red is the colour they chiefly 
make ufe of in painting the1nfelves; but I 

• Formica nigra. Linn. 
t P!obably 011idots. 
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have liK.e\vife feen fon1e, ·who bad daubed 
their face with a black colour. l\1any of 
them ha· 7e figures in the face, and on the 
whole body, :which are fla"ne ·nto the 
fkin, fo as to be indelible. Tbe manner 
of making them fhall be defcribed In the 
fequel. Thefc figures are cotnn)oniy black; 
fotne have a fnake painted in e£:ch cheek, 
fame have fcVCFal croffes, fame an arrO\V, 
others the fun, o·· any thing eHe their in1a
gination leads then1 to. They ave fuc · 
figures likewifc on the breaft, thig' s, and 
other parts of the body; but fo1.1 c have n'o 
figures at alL They wear a C'nirt, wh.ch is 
either white or checked, and a l11'1rrgy f ·ece 
of cloth, v;hich is either blue or white, 
with a b! e or red firipe b".O, '. T'hi 
they always carry over their fh 1lders, r 
let it hang down, in vl ich cafe hey wra j 

it round their rni d e. Round t1 eir n ck, 
they have a firing of viokt \van1rurns, 
\vith little wbi;e walnpt n1s be ween th'"'nl. 
Thefe \Vampurns are fmall, of the fig re 
of oblong pea r1s, ar d made of 1e t! • .1: s 
·which the Englijh call clams*. I fhall 
tnake a more part!c.ular n1~ t ion ot thern 
in the fequel. At the enu of the vvamputn 
ftrings, n1any c)f the Indians vvenr a 1· rge 

1-'mus mercenat'fa. Linn. 
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French filver coin, with the king,s effigy, 
on their breafrs. Others have a large lhell 
on the breafi:, of a fine white colour, which 
they value v~ry high, and is very dear; 
others, again, have no ornament at all 
round the neck. They all have their 
breafis uncovered. Before them hangs 
their tobacco-pouch, made of the .fkin of 
an animal, and the hairy fide turned out
wards. Their iboes are n1ade of ikins, 
and bear a great refemblance to the lhoes 
without heels, which the women in Fin
land make ufe of. Infiead of fiolJ:cings, 
they wrap the legs in pieces of blue cloth, 
as I have feen the Rzfljian boors do. 

THE Mickmacks are dre!fed like the Hu
roJzs, but diflinguilh themfelves by their 
long firait hair, of a jetty-black colour. 
Aln1ofi: all the Indians have black ftrait 
hair; however, I have met with a few, 
\vhofe hair was pretty rnuch curled. But 
it is to be obferved, that it is difficult to 
judge of the true complexion of the Cana
da Indians, their blood being mi~ed with 
the Europeans, either by the adopted pri
foners of both fexes, or by the Frenchmen, 
who travel in the country, and often con
tribute their lhare towards the encreafe of 
the lndi'an families, their women not being 
very !by. The Mz'ckmacks are comn1only 
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not fo tall as the Hurons. I have not feen 
any Indians whofe hair was as long and 
firait as theirs. Tht>ir language is different 
from that of the Hurons ; therefore there 
is an interpreter here for them on purpofe. 

THE Anies are the third kind of Indians 
which came hither. Fifty of them went 
out in the war, being allies of the Englijh, 
in order to plunder in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal. But the Frenclz, being informed 
of their fcheme, laid an am bulb, and killed 
with the fin1 difcharge of their guns forty
four of them ; fo that only the four who 
were here to-day faved their lives, and two 
others, who were ill at this time. They 
are as tall as the Hurons, whofe language 
they fpeak. The Hurons fee m to have a 
longer, and the Anies a rounder face. The 
Anies have fomething cruel in their looks; 
but their drefs is the fame as that of the 
other Indians. They wear an oblong piece 
of white tin between the hair which lies on 
the neck. One of thofe I faw had taken a 
flower of the rofe mallow, out ()f a garden, 
where it was in full blolfotn at this time, 
and put it among the hair at the top of his 
head. Each of the Indians has a tobacco
pipe of grey lime-fi:one, whtch is blackened 
afterwards, and has a long tube of wood. 
There were no Indian won1en prefen t at 
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this enterview. As foon as the governor? 
general came in, and \vas ft~ated in order 
to fpenk with tl.etn, tne l~f£ckmaC-'ks fat 
do\vn op the ground, like Laplander.r, but 
the other Indians took chairs. 
' THERE is no printing-prefs in Canada~ 
tho' there fonne rly v:1s one : but all books 
are brou6 ht fron1 F";·ance, and all the order$ 
made ~n the cotHHry are written, which 
extends even !O the paper-currency. They 
pretend th 1t the prefs is not yet intro
duced here:~ le!t it {ho .d be the means of 
propagating 1 ibels againfi' the government, 
~nd religion. ~ut t-he true reafon feems 
to ly in the poo ·re~ 0f !he country, as no 
printer cou1d put off a fuffici nt number 
of bpoks for his fubfifi:ence i and another 
reafon may be, that Fr(tnce may have the 
profit a~iflng fro1n the exportation of books 
hither. 
·' THE meals here are in many refpecrs 
~ifferept fron1 tho(e in the Englijh pro
vinces. This perhaps depends tlpon the 
pifference af cufi:om, tafi:e, and religion, 
petween the two nations. They e~t three 
rneals a day, vz'z. breakfafi:, dinner, and 
fupper~ They breakfaft commonly be
~ween feven and eight. For the Fre'l}ch 
here rife very early, and the governor
ee~~f~l can pe fpoke to at [even o'clock, 
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which is the tir~e \vhen he has his ]e\·ee. 
Some of the tneo d!~ a piece of bread in 
brandy, and eat it ; others take a d ran1 of 
brandy, and eat a pie~e of bread after it. 
Chocolate is like wife very cotnmon for break
fait, and many of the ladies drink coffee. 
Some eat no breakfafi at all. I have never 
feen tea made ufe of; perhaps be~aufe they 
can get coffee and chocolate frorn the 
French provinces in Soutlz-Amcrica ; but 
muft get tea from Clu·na, for vvhich it is 
not worth their while to fend the money 
out of their country. Dinner is pretty 
exaCtly at noon. People of quality have 
a great variety of di!hes, and the refi: fol
lo\V their exan1ple, when t ey invite ftran
gers. The loaves are oval, and baked of 
wheat flour. For each perfon they put a 
plate, napkin, fpoon, and fork. Sotne
times they likewife give knives; but they 
are generally omitted, all the ladies and 
gentlemen being provided with their own 
knives. The fpoons and forks are of fil
ver, and the plates of De!ft \vare. The 
meal begins with a foup, with a good deal 
of bread in it. Then follow fre!h meat 
of various kinds, boiled, and roafied, poul
try, or game, fricaiTees, ragoo , &c. of 
feveral forts; together with d1fferent kinds 
of fallads. T'hey comtnonly drink red 
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claret at dinner, mixed with water; and 
fpruce beer is likewife much in ufe. The 
ladies drink water, and fometimes wine. 
After dinner the fruit and fweet-meats are 
ferved up, which ar~ of many different 
kinds, vt'.z. walnuts fron1 France, or Ca
nada, either ripe, or pickled ; almonds, 
railins, hafelnuts, feveral kinds of berries, 
which are ripe in the fummer feafon, fuch 
as currants, cran-berries, which are pre
ferved in treacle; many preferves in fuga11 
as fhaw- berries, rafp- berries, black- berries, 
and mofs-berries. Cheefe is likewile a 
part of the defert, and fo is n1ilk, which 
they eat lafl: of all with fugar. Friday and 
S:lturday they eat no fleih, according to 
die Ron1an catholic rites ; but they well 
,know how to guard againt1 hunger. On thofe 
days they boil all fans of kitchen-herbs, 
and fruit; fi!hes~ eggs, and tnilk, prepar
ed in various ways. They cut cucumbers 
into ilices, and eat them with cream, \-vhich 
is a very good di!h. Sotnet'mes they put 
whole cucumbers on the table, and every 
body that likes them takes one, peels, and 
tlices it~ and dips the flices into falt, eat
ing them like raddi{hes. Melons abound 
here, and are a1 ways eaten with fugar. 
They never put any fugar into wine, or 
brandy~ and upon the whole, they and th~ 
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Englijh do not ufe half fo n1uch: fugar, as 
• ('1 1 h h b . \Ve do 1 ~ .J1.-Veaerz ; t oug ott: n~~·ons 

have large ugar-plantations in their 117 efl.a 
Indian poffeffions. They fay no grace before, 
or after their n1eal.~, but only crofs thf"m
felves, which is likcwife on1itted by fame. 
ln1n1ediately after dinner, they drink a difh 
of coffee, without cream. Supper is com
monly at feven o'clock, or between feven 
and eight at night, and the di!hes the fame 
as at dinner. Pudding and punch is not 
to be met with here, though the latter is 
well kno\\'n. 

Augufi the 2 3d. IN many places here
abouts they u(e their dogs to fetch water 
out of the river. I faw two great dogs to 
day put before a little cart, one before the 
other. They had neat harnefs, Jike horfes. 
and bits in their mouths. In the cart was 
a barrel. The dogs are direCted by a boy, 
who runs behind the cart, and as foon as 
they come to the river, they jump in, of 
their own accord. \Vhen the barrel is 
filled, the dogs draw their burthen up the 
hill again, to the houfe they belong to. 
I have frequently feen dogs employed in 
this manner, during my fiay at §(gebec. 
Sometimes they put but one dog before the 
water-carts, which are made [mall on pur
pofe. The dogs are not very great, hard-

ly 
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ly of the fize of our comn1on farmers dogs. 
The boys that attend them have great 
whips, with which t~ey make the en go 
on occailonally. I have feen them fetch 

ot only water, but likewife wooci, and 
other things. In winter it is cufiomary in 
Canada, for travellers to put dogs before 
little fledges, n1ade on purpofe to hold 
their clothes, provifions, &c. Poor people 
commonly employ them on their \vinter
journies, and go on foot themfelves. Al
moft all the wood, which the poorer peo
ple in this country fe c h out of the \voods 
• n winter, is carried by dogs, which have 
therefore got the name of horfes of the 
poor people. They commonly place a pair 
of dogs before each load of wood. I have 
likewife feen fame neat little fledges, for 
ladies to ride in, in winter; they are drawn 
by a pair of dogs, and go fafier on a good 
road, than one would think. A middle
:fized dog is fufficient to draw a fingle per
fen, vvhen the roads are good. I have 
been told by old people, that horfes were 
very fcarce here in their youth, and almoft 
all the land-carriage was then effetl:ed by 
dogs. Several Frencl7men, who have been 
an1ong the Efquimaux on 'rerra Labrador, 
have a!fured me, that they not only make 
~fe of dogs for drawing drays, with their 
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provifions, and other neceifaries, but are 
like\vife drawn by them themfelves, in lit
tle fledges. 

Augzljl the 25th. THE high hills, to 
the weft of the town, abound with fprings. 
Thefe hills confift of the black lime-flate, 
before mentioned, and are pretty fieep, fo 
that it is difficult to get to the top. Their 
perpendicular height is about twenty or 
four and twenty yards. Their fun1mits 
are ddl:itute of trees, and covered with a 
thin cruft of earth, lying on the lin1e-ilates, 
and are employed for corn-fields, or paf
tures. It feems inconceivable therefore, 
fron1 'vhence thefe naked hills could take 
fo n1any running fprings, which in fome 
places gu!h out of the hills, Jjke torrents. 
Have thefe hills the quality of attracting 
the water out of the air in the day time, 
or at night ? Or are the lirne-flates more 
apt to it, than others ? 

ALL the horfes in Canada are firong, 
well made, fwift, as tall as the horfes of 
our cavalry, and of a breed imported from 
France. The inhabitants have the cuil:om 
of docking the tails of their horfes, which 
is rather hard upon them here, as thev 
cannot defend themfelves againft the nu:. 
merous fwarms of gnats, gad-flies, and 
l1ode-fiies. They put the horfes one be-
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fore the other in their cart~, which has 
probably occafioned the docking of their 
tails, as the horfes wou1d hurt the eves of 
thofe behind them, by moving thei~ tails 
backwards and forvvards. The governor
general, and a few of the chief people in 
town, have CGaches, the refl: make ufe of 
open horfe-chairs. It is a general com
plaint, that the country people begin to 
keep too many horfes, by which means 
the cows are kept ibort of food in winter. 

THE cows have Iikewife been imported 
from France, and are of the fize of our 
common Swedijh cows. Every body agreed 
that the cattle, which were born of the 
original French breed, never grow up to 
the fame fize. This they afcribe to the 
cold winters, during which they are oblig
ed to put their cattle into fiables, and give 
them but little food. Almoft all the cows 
l1ave horns, a few, however, I have feen 
without them. A cow \Vithout horns 
would be reckoned 2 n unheard of curio
fity in Penjj,f.vania. Is not this to be at
tributed to the cold ? The cows give as 
much n1ilk here as in France. The beef 
and veal at f2!1ebec, is reckoned fatter and 
more palatable than at Montreal. Sotne 
Jook upon the falty p .. dl:ures bdow f<Jtebec, 
as the caufe of this difference. But this 
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does not feem fufficient; for moft of the 
cattle, which are fold at §(__uebec, have no 
meadows with Arrorrv-lzeaded grafs ·¥, on 
which they graze. In Canada the oxen 
draw with the horns, but in the Englijh 
colonies they draw with their withers, as 
horfes do. The cows vary in colour; ho-ev
ever, mail: of thetn are either red, or 
black. 

EvERY countryman commonly keeps a 
few theep, \vhich fupply hin1 with as much 
wool as he \\7ants to cloth himfe]f with. 
The better fort of clothes are brought frotn 
France. The a1eep degenerate here, after 
they are brought from France, and their 
progeny Hill more fo. The want of food 
in winter is faid to caufe this degeneration. 

1 HAVE not feen any goats in Canada, 
and I have been affured that there are none. 
I have feen but very fe\v in the Englijb 
colonies, and only in their towns, where 
they are kept on account of fome fick peo
ple, who rirink the milk by the advice of 
their phyfictlns. 

THE harr ws are tri1ngular; two of the 
fides are fi. · feet, and the third four feet 
long. The teeth, and every other part of 
the harrows are of wood. The teeth are 
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about five inches long, and about as much 
diftant fron1 each other. 

THE profpect of the country about a 
quarter of a mile S7.oedijh, north of ~ubec, 
on the \vefi: fide of the river St. La·wrence, 
is very fine. The country is very fieep 
towards the river, and grows higher as you 
go further fron1 the \Vater. In many places 
it is naturally divided into terraces. From 
the htigh ts, one can look a great way : 
Q..uebec appears very plain to the fouth, and 
the river St. Larzvrence to the eafi, on which 
were veifels failing up and down. To the weft 
are the high rnountains, which the hills of 
the river end with. All the country is laid 
out for corn-fields, meadows, and pafiures; 
mofr of the fields were fown with wheat, 
many with wtite oats, and fame with peafe. 
Several fine houfes and farms are inter
fperfed all over the country, and none are 
ever together. The dwelling- houfe is 
commonly built of black lime-flates, and 
generally white-wailied on the outfide. 
Many rivulets and brooks roll down the 
high grounds, above which the great moun
tains ly, and w hi eh confifi: entirely of the 
b1ack lime·-flates, that !hiver in pieces in 
the open air. On the lime-flates lies a 
mould of two or three feet in depth. The 
foil in the corn-fields is always mixed with 
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little pieces of the lime-flate. All the rivu
lets cut their beds deep ir)tO the ground; 
fo that their .lhores are cornmonly of lime
flate. A dark-grey lime-fione is fometimes 
found a1110ng the firata, which, when 
broke, frnells 1ike fiink-fione. 

THEY were now building feveral lhips 
below f?2.Jtebec, for the king's account. Ho\v
ever, before my departure, an order arrived 
fron1 France, prohibiting the further build
ing of ihips of war, except thofe \vh!ch 
were already on the ftocks ; becaufe they 
had found, that the !hips built of American 
oak do not lafl: fo long as thofe of EuropeaJz 
oak. Near §(uebec is found very little oak, 
and \vhat grows there is not fit for ufe, be
ing very fmall ; therefore they are obliged 
to fetch their oak timber frorn thofe parts 
of Canada which border upon .~..Vew-Eng
land. But all the ]\Torth-American oaks 
have the quality of lafli ng lon ~er, and \vith
fianding putrefaCtion better, the further 
north they grow, and vice Ve1jd. The 
ti1nber rotn the confines of New-England 
is brought in floats or rafts on the rivers 
near thofe parts, and near the lake St. 
Pierre, which fall into the great river St. 
Lawrence. Sorne oak is likewife brought 
from the count I y between Montreal and 
Fort St. Frederic, or Fort Champlain; but 
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it is not reckoned fo good as the firfr, and the 
place it comes from is further diftant. 

Augufl the z6th. THEY ihewed a green 
earth, which had been brought to the ge
neral, marquis de la Galijjonniere, fron1 the 
upper parts of Canada. It was a clay, 
which cohered very fall together, and was 
of a green colour throughout, like verdi· 
greafe.f 

AI.L the brooks in Canada contain craw-
fi!h, of the fame kind with ours. The 
French are fond of eating them, and fay 
they are vafl:ly decreafed in number fince 
they have begun to catch them. 

THE common p~op1e in the country, 
feem to be very poor. They have the necef
faries of life, and but little elfe. They 
are content with meals of dry bread and 
water, bringing all other provifions, fuch 
as butter, cheefe, flelh, poultry, eggs, &c. 
to town, in order to get money for them, 
for w hi eh they buy clothes and brandy 
for themfelves, and dreifes for their wo
men. Notwithftanding their poverty, 
they are always chearful, and in high 
fpirits. 

Augzffl the 29th. Bv the defire of the 
governor-general, marquis de la 'Jonquiere1 

t It was probably impregnated with particles of copper 
ore. 
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nt1d of marquis de la Galif!onnt"ere, I fet 
out, with fome Frenclz gentlemen, to vifit 
the pretended filver-mine, or the lead~ 
mine, near the bay St. Paul. I was glad 
to undertake this journey, as it gave me 
an opportunity of feeing a much greater 
part of the country, than I lhould other
wife have done. This morning therefore 
we fet out· on our tour in a boat1 and 
went down the river St. Lawrence. 

THE harvefi: was now at hand, and I 
faw all the people at work in the corn
fields. They had began to reap wheat and 
oats, a \Veek ago. 

THE profpeCl: near fi(ucbec is very lively 
from the river. The town lies very high; 
and all the churches, and other buildings; 
appear very confpicuous. The !hips in the 
river below ornament the landlcape on 
that fide. The powder magazine, which 
fiands at the fummit of the n1ountain, on 
which the town is built, towers above all 
the other buildings. 

THE country we paffed by afforded a no 
lefs charming fight. The river St. Law. 
rence flows nearly from fouth to north 
here ; on both fides of it are cultivated 
fields, but rnore on the weft fide than on 
the eaft fide. The hills on both !hares 
are fieep, and high. A number of fine 
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hills, feparated from each other, large 
fields, which looked quite white from the 
corn with which they are covered, and 
excellent \Voods of deciduous trees, made 
the country rou-nd us look very plea
fant. Now and then we faw a church 
of fl:one, and in feveral places brooks fell 
from the hills into the river. Where the 
brooks are confiderable, there they have 
made faw-n1ills, and water-mills. 

AFT ER rowing for the fpace of a French 
mile and a half, we came to the iile of 
Orleans, which is a large iiland, near [even 
French miles and a half long, and almoft 
two of thofe miles broad, in the wideft 
part. It lies in the middle of the river 
St. Lawrence, is very high, has fieep and 
very woody lhores. There are fame places 
\vithout trees, \vhich have fann-houfes be-
ow, quite clofe to the fhore. The ifie 

itfelf- is well cultivated, and nothing but 
fine houfes of fione, large corn-fields, mea
do\vs, pafiures, woods of deciduous trees, 
and fame churches built of ftone, are to 
be feen on it. 

WE went into that branch of the river 
1\.vhich flows on the weft fide of the ifle of 
Orleans, it being the {horteft. It is rec
koned about a quarter of a French mile 
broad,. but ihips cannot take this road, on 

accoun-t. 



From fi!.Eebec to Bay St. Paul. 195 

ccount of the fand-banks, which Jy here 
near the projeCting points of land, and on 
account of the lhallownefs of the water, 
the rocks, and fiones at the bottom. The 
fhores on both fides frill kept the fan1e 
appearance as before. On the welt fide, 
or on the continent, the hills near the river 
confifi throughout of black lime-flate, and 
the houfes of the peafants are made of 
this kind of fione, white-wailied on the 
outfide. Some few houfes are of different 
kinds of fione. The row of ten moun~ 
tains, which is on the weft fide of the 
river, and runs nearly from fouth to north, 
gradually comes nearer to the river ! for 
at f?(uebec they are near two French miles 
difiant from the £bore; but nin~ Frencli 
miles lower down the river, they are al
mofi: clofe to the fhore. Thefe mountains 
are generally co\'ered with woods, but in 
fome places the woods have been defiroyed 
by accidental fires. About eight Frenc!t 
miles and a half from ff(uebec, on the weft 
fide of the river, is a churc.h, called Sr. 
Anne, clofe to the lhore. This church is 
remarkable, becaufe the !hips from France 
and other parts, as foon as they are got 
fo far up the river St. Larzvrence, as to get 
fight of it, give a general difcharge of their 
artillery, as a ·fign of joy, that they have 
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pafi all danger in the river, and have efcap
ed all the fands in it. 

THE water had a pale red colour, and 
\vas very dirty in thofe parts of the river, 
which we faw to-day, though it was every 
where computed above fix fathoms deep. 
Somewhat below St. Anne, on the \veft 
fide of the river St. Lawrence, another ri
ver, called la Grande Riviere, or the Great 
River, falls in it. Its water flows with 
fuch violence, as to make its way almoft 
into tbe middle of the branch of the river 
St. Lawrence, which runs between the con ... 
tinent, and the ifie of Orleans. 

ABoUT two o'clock in the afternoon the 
tide began to flow up the river, and the 
wind being likewife againft us, we could 
not proceed any farther, till the tide be
gan to ebb. Vve therefore took up our 
night lodgings in a great farm, belonging 
to the priefis in f<Jtebec, near which is a 
fine church, called St. Joachim, after a 
voyage of about eight French miles. We 
were exceeding well received here. The 
king has given all the country round about 
this place to the feminary, or the priefts at 
!Q}tebec, who have leafed it to farmers, who 
have built houfes on it. Here are two 
priefrs, and a number of young boys, whom 
they inftruCl: in reading, writing, and La-

tin. 
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tin. Moft of thefe boys are defigned for 
priefis : DireCtly oppofite this farm, to 
the eaftward, is the north-eaft point, or 
the extremity of the iile of Orleans. 

ALL the gardens in Canada abound with 
red currant ihrubs, which were at :firft 
brought over from Europe. They grow 
exceffively well here, and the ihrubs, or 
bullies, are quite red, being covered all 
over with the berries. 

THE wild vines* grow pretty plentifully 
in the woods. In all other parts of Ca
nada they plant them in the gardens, near 
arbours, and fummer-houfes. The futn
mer-houfes are made entirely of laths, over 
which the vines climb with their ten
drils, and cover them entirely with their fo
liage, fo as to ih.elter them entirely from the 
heat of the fun. They are very refreihing 
and cool, in fummer. 

THE ftrong contrary winds obliged us to 
Jy all night at St. Joacl1im. 

Augufl the 3oth. THIS morning we 
continued our journey in fpite of the wind, 
which was very violent againft us. The 
water in the river begins to get a brackiili 
tafie, when the tide is higheft, fomewhat 
below St. Joachim, and the further ope 

"" Vitis labrufca & vulpina. 
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goes down, the more the faline tafie ehcreafes . 
.At firfi: the weflern fhore of tlie river has 
fine, but lo v corn-fields, but foon after 
the high n1ountains run clofe to the river 
fide. Before they come to the river the 
hilly {bores confifi of black lime-ilate; but 
as foon as the high mountains appear on 
the river fide, the lime-flates diiappear" 
For the fione, of which the high moun
tains confifl, is a chalky rock-fi:one, mixed 
with glimmer and quartz*· The glimmer 
is black ; the quartz partly violet, and 
partly grey. All the four confiituent parts 
are fo well n1ixed together, as not to be 
eafily feparated by an inftrument, though 
plainly difiinguiiliable with the eye. Dur
ing our journey to-day, the breadth of the 
river was generally three French miles. 
They !hewed tne the turnings the ihips 
are obliged to fail in, which feem to be very 
troublefome, as they are obliged to bear 
away for either (hare, as occailon requires, 
or as the rocks and fands in the river oblige 
thetn to do. _ 

FoR the d1ftance of five French miles we 
had a very dangero 1s pafrage to go through; 
for the whole wefiern G ore, along which 
\Ye ro\ved, confifl:s of very high and fteep 

• Sa>:um micaceo <Iuarzofd.calcarium. 

rpoun tains2 



From ~ehec to Bay St. Pat:!. 199 

mountains, where we could not ve fDund 
a fingle place to land \Vi h fafet~r, dPring 
the fpace of five miles, in cafe a bigl · ind 
had arifen. There are indeed nvo or thr e 
openings, or holes, in the mountains, into 
which one could have drawn the b~:>::lt, in 
the greatefi danger. But they are fo nar
row, that in cafe the boat could not find 
them in the hurry, it would inevital~Iy be 
da!hed againfl: the rocks. Thefe high 
mountains are either quite bare, or cover
ed with forne fmall firs, franding far afun
der. In fame places there are great clefts, 
going down the mountains, in which trees 
grow very clofe together, and are taller 
than on the other parts of the mou11tain; 
fo that thofe places look like quick-hedges, 
planted on the folid rock. A little while 
after we palled a fmall church, and fome 
farms round it. The place is called Pe
tite Riviere, and they fay~ its inhabitants 
are very poor, which fee s very probable ... 

hey have no more land to cultivate, than 
what lies between the mountains and the 
river, which in the widefi: part is not above 
three muik.et fhot, and in moll: parts but 

ne broad. About fever, teen Frenclz miles 
from f?(_uebec the vvater is io falty in he 
river, that no one can drink it, our rowers 
h.erefore provided then1felves with a kettle 

N 4 full 



Augu.ft I 7 49· 

full of frelh water this morning. About 
five o'clock in the evening, we arrived at 
bay St. Paul, and took our lodgings with 
the priefis, who have a fine large houfe here,~ 
and entertained us very hofpitably. 

BAY St. Paul is a fmall parilh, about 
eighteen French miles below If<:!jebec, 1ying 
at fome difl:ance from the ibore of a bay 
fanned by the river, on a low plain. It is 
furrounded by high mountains on every fide, 
one large gap excepted, which is over
againfi: the river. All the farms are at fome 
difl:ance from each other. The church is 
reckoned one of the m oft ancient in Cana
pa; which feerns to be confirmed by its bad 
architeCture, and want of ornaments; for 
the walls are formed of pieces of timber, 
~reCted at about two feet difiance from each 
other, fupporting the roof. Between thefe 
pieces of timber, they have made the walls 
of the church of lime-Gate. The roof is 
:tlat. The eh urch has no fieeple, but a bell 
fixed above the roof, in the open air. Al
moft all the country in this neighbourhood 
belongs to the priefis, who have leafed it to 
the farmers. The inhabitants live chiefly 
upon agriculture and making of tar, which 
lafl: is fold at fi(yebec. 

THIS country being low, and fituated 
upon a bay of the river, it may be conjec

~ured, 
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tured, that this :flat ground was forn1erly 
part of the bottom of the river, and formed 
itfelf, either by a decreafe of water in the 
river, or by an encreafe of earth, which 
was carried upon it from the continent by 
the brooks, or thrown on it by frorn1s. A 
great part of the plants, which are to be met 
with here, are likewife marine ; fuch as 
glafs-wort, fea milk-wort, and fea-fide 
peafe t· But when I have afk.ed the inhabi
tant~, whether they find ibells in the 
ground by digging for wells, they always 
anfwered in the negative. 1 received 
the fame anfwer fron1 thofe who live in the 
low fields direCtly north of ff(_uebec, and all 
agreed, that they never found any thing by 
digging, but different kinds of earth and 
fan d. 

IT is remarkable, that there is generally 
a d iffc:ren t wind in the bay from that in the 
river, which arifes from the high mountains~ 
covered with tall woods, with which it is 
furrounded on every fide but one. For ex
anlple, \Vhen the wind comes from the 
river, it firikes againft one of the mountains 
at the entrance of the bay, it is refleCted, 
and confeq uently takes a direCtion quite 
different from what it had before. 

t Saliccrnia, G.'aux, Pifum maritimrmz. 

I FOUND 
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I FOUN n [and of three kinds upon the 
!hore ; one is a clear coarfe fand, confillin(}' 

1 d 
. r. b 

of angu ate grmns O! quartz, and is very 
crmmon on the fly::e; the other is a fine 
black fand, which I have likewife found 
in abundance on the lhores of lake Cham
plain, * and which is comn1on all over Ca
nada, Almofi every grain of it is attracted 
by the magnet. Befides this, there is a 
granet coloured fand i", which is likewife 
very fine. This may owe its origin to the 
granet coloured grains of fand, which are 
to be found in all the !tones and mountains 
here near the {bore. The fand may have 
arifen from the crumbled pieces of fome 
ftones, or the fiones may have been com
pofed of it. I have found both this and the 
black fand on the lhores, in fevera1 parts of 
this journey; but the black fand was always 
the m oft plentiful . 

.Augu)l the 3 dt. ALL the high hills in 
the neighbou r hood fent up a frnoke this 
morning, as frorn a ch1:cual- I'"iln. 

G .NA TS are innumerable here; and as 
foon as one looks out of doors, they irnme
diate1y attack hirn; and they are Hill worfe 
in the \Voods. They are exaCtly the fame 

• Seep. 24. of this vo1ume. 
1- See p. z4. of dtis volume. 

gnau 
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gnats as our comn1on Swedijh ones, being 
only fomewhat lefs than the North- Amer£can 
gnats all are. Near Fort St. Jean, I have 
likewife feen gnats which were the fame 
with ours, but they were fomewhat bigger, 
almoft of the fize of our crane-flies*. 
Thofe which are here, arc beyond meafure 
blood-thirfiy. Ho\vever, I comforted my
felf, becaufe the time of their difappearance 
was near at hand. 

THis afternoon we vent ftill1ower down 
the river St. Lawrence, to a place, where, 
we \vere told, there \vere filver or 1ead 
mines. Somewhat below bay St. Paul, 
we paiTed a neck of land, which confifis 
entirely of a grey, pretty corn paCt lime
ftone, Iyin0 in dipping, and altnofi perpen
dicular firata. It feems to be merely a va
riety of the black li n1e-1lates. The ftrata 
dip to the fouth-eafi, and baffet out to the 
north .. wefi. The thicknefs of each is from 
ten to fifteen inches. vVhen the fione is 
broken, it has a ftrong fi.nel , like fiink
ftone. We kept, as hefore, to the wefiern 
fhore of the river, which confiil:s of nothing 
but fieep mountains and rocks. The river 
is not above three Frenclz miles broad here. 
No\V and then we could fee ftripes in the 

., Cf'ijmla bortorum. ~in~, 

·rock, 
2 
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rock of a fine white, loofe, fen1i-opaque 
fpar. In fon1e places of the river are pieces 
of rock as hig as houfes, which had rolled 
from the mountains in fpring. The places 
they formerly occupied are plainly to be 
feen. 

IN feveral places, they have eel-traps in 
the river, like thofe I have before de
fcribed f. 

By way of am ufement, I \V rote down a 
few Algonkin words, which I learnt from a 
Jefuit who . has been a long time among 
the Algonkins. They call water, mukuman; 
the head, ufligon; the heart, uta; the body, 
veetras; the foot, uklzita; a little boat, 
ujh; a lhip, nabikoan ; fire, Jkute; hay, 
rnajkoofee; the hare, whabus; (they have a 
verb, which exprefies the aCtion of hunt
ing hares, derived from the noun) ; the 
Jnarten, 'l.ohabijianis ; the elk, moofu * (but 
fo that the final u is hardly pronounced); the 

t Seep. 92. of this volume. 
"' The famous moofi·detr is accordingly nothing but an 

t!k ; for no one can deny the derivation of moofi-deer from 
moofu. Confidering efpecially, that before the lroquife or 
Five Nations grew to that power, which they at prefent have 
all over Nortb-America, the Algonkim were then the leading 
nation among the lndianr, and their language was of courfe 
then a moft univerfal language over the greater part of 
North-America ; and though they have been very nearly de
firoyed by the lroljzt•jt, their language is fiill more univerfal 
~P CatJ.,;da? than any of the reft. F. 

rein-
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rein-deer, atticku; the n1oufe, marzoitu!Jis. 
The 'jejuit \vho told Ine thofe particulars, 
likewife informed me, that he had great 
reafon to believe, that, if any Indz'anr 
here owed their origin to cr'atarict, he 
thought the Algonkins certainly did; for 
their language is univerfally fpoken in that 
part of Nortlz-America, which lies far to the 
weft of Canada, towards Ajia. It is fa id to 
be a very copious language; as for example, 
the verb to go upon tlte ice, is entirely diffe
rent in the Algonkin from to go upon dry 
land, to go upon the mountains, &c. 

LATE at night we arrived at 'Terre d 'E
boulement, which is twenty-two Frenclt 
miles from ff(uebec, and the lafi cultivated 
place on the wefiern lhore of the river St. 
Lawrence. The country lower down is 
faid to be fo mountainous, that no body can 
live in it, there not being a fingle fpot of 
ground, w hi eh could be tilled. A little 
church, belonging to this place, ftands on 
the !bore, near the water. 

No walnut-trees grow near this village, 
nor are there any kinds of thetn further 
north of this place. At bay St. Paul, there 
are two or three walnut-trees of that fpecies 
which the Englijh call butter-nut-trees ; 
but they are looktd upon as great rarities, 

and 
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and there are no others in the neighbour
hood. 

OAKS of all kinds, \vill not grow near 
this place, nor lower down, or further 
north. 

WHEAT is the kind of corn which is 
fown in the greateft quantities here. The 
foil is prettty fertile, and they have fame
times got twenty-four or twenty-fix bulhels 
from one, though the harvefi is generally 
ten or twelve fold. The bread here is 
whiter than any where elfe in Canada. 

THEY fo\v plenty of oats, and it fucceeds 
better than the wheat. 

THEY fow likewife a great quantity of 
peas, which yield a greater encreafe than 
any corn ; and there are examples of its 
producing an hundred fold. 

HERE are but fe\v birds; and thofe that 
pafs the fummer here; migrate in aututnn ; 
fo that there are no other birds than [now
birds, red partridges, and ravens, in win· 
ter. Even crows do not venture to expofe 
themfel ves to the rigours of \vinter, but 
take flight in autumn. 

THE Bull-frogs live in the pools of this 
neighbourhood. Fire flies are likewife to 

be found here. 
lNsT EAD of candles, they make ufe of 

lan1ps in country places, in which they 
burn 
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burn train-oil of porpdfes, which is the 
common oil here. Wh re they have none 
of it, they fupp1y it~ pL~ce with train-oil 
of feals. 

September the I fr. THERE was a woman 
with child in this village, who was now 
in the fifty-ninth year of her age. She had 
not had the catamenia during eighteen 
years. In the year I 7 48, ilie got the 
fmall-pox, and now fhe vvas very big. She 
faid ihe \vas very we11, and could feel the 
motions of the fcetus. She looked very 
well, and had her huiband alive. Thi 
being an uncommon cafe, !be was brought 
o the royal phyfician, M. Gaulthi'er, whG 

accompanied us on this journey. 
AT half an hour after [even this morn

ing we went down the river. The coun
try near Terre d 'Eboulement is high~ and 
confifis of hills of a loofe n1ould, which ly 
in three or four rows above each other, and 
are a!l well cultivated~ and mo!tlv turned 
into corn-fields; though t11ere are .. likewife 
meado\vs and pafiures. 

THE great earthquake 'vhich happened 
in Canada, in Februarv, 166 ~' and vhich 

,/ ~ 

is n'lentioned by Cluzrlc....._·oix -::~, has done 
confidcrab1e dan1age to this place. l\l1ny 

Sec his Hjloirc de la Nu11·vtf.'e Fra r.a, Tom. II . p. m. 
1:7.5· 
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hills tumbled down; and a great part of 
the corn-fields on the lowefi hills were de..l 
firoyed. They !hewed rne feveral little 
ifiands, which arofe in the river on this 
occafion. 

THERE are pieces of black ]ime-fiate 
fcattered on thofe hills, which confifl: of 
mould. For the fpace of eight French 
miles along the fide of the river, there is 
not a piece of lime-fiate to be feen; but 
infiead of ir, there are high grey moun
tains, confifiing of a rock-ftone, which 
contains a purple and a cryfialine quartz, 
mixed with lime-fione, and black glin1· 
mer. The roots of thefe mountains go 
into the water. We now begin to fee the 
lime-ilates again. 

HERE are a number of Terns*, which 
fly about, and make a noife along the fl1ore, 

THE river is here computed at about 
four French tniles broad. 

ON the fides of the river, about two 
Frenclz miles inland, there are fuch terraces 
of earth as at 'rerre d' Eboulement; but foon 
after they are fucceeded by high difagree· 
able mountains. 

SEvERAL brooks fall into the river here, 
over the fteep !bores, with a great noife. 
The !bores are fometimes feveral yards 

~ Sterna hirundo Linn. 
high, 
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high, and confifi either of earth, or of 
iock-fione. 

ON.E of thefe brooks, which flows over 
a hill of lime-fione, contains a mineral wa
ter. It has a fl:rong fmell of fulphur, is 
very clear, and does not change its colour, 
when mixed with gall-apples. If it is 
poured into a filver cup, it looks as if the 
cup was gilt; and the water leaves a fedi
ment of a crin1fon colour at the bottom. 
The fiones and pieces of 'fv\·ood, \V 1ich ly 
in the water, are covered w·ith a flime; 
which is pale grey at the top, and bb.ck at 
the botton1 of the fione. This fii1ne has 
not much pungency, but taftes 1'ke oil of 
tobacco. 1\tl y hands h~d a (u]phurcous 
fmell ·an day, becaufe I had handled forne 
.of the £limy fioncs. 

THE blac~ lime-flate now abounds tigain; 
near the level of the water. It lies in 
firata, which are placed ahnofl perpendi
cularly near each other, inclining a little 
towards W. S. W. Each flratum is be
tween ten and fifteen inches thick. M ofi: 
of them are 01ivered into thin lettvcs at the 
top, towards the day ; but in the in fide,. 
\vhither neither fun_, nor air and water can 
p netrat·', they are clofe and compaCt 
S01ne of t he(e ftones are not quite black, 
but ha\'e a greyifh cafl:. 

VoL. III 0 AnouT 
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ABoUT noon we arrived at Cap aux 
Oyes, or Geefe Cape, which has probably 
got its name from the number of wild 
geefe which the French found near it, on 
their £dl: arrival in Canada. At prefent, 
we faw neither geefe, nor any kind of birds 
here, a fing1e raven excepted. Here we 
were to examine the renowned metallic 
veins in the mountain ; but found nothing 
more than fmall veins of a fine white fpar, 
containing a few fpecks of lead ore. Cap 
aux Oyes is computed twenty-two, or 
twenty-five French tniles diftant from gzue
bec. I was moft pleafed by finding, that 
moft of the plants are the fame as grow in 
Sweden; a proof of which I fhall produce 
in the fequel. 

THE fand-reed * grows in abundance in 
the fand, and prevents its being blown a
bout by the \Vind. 

THE fea-1 yme grafs t likewife abounds 
on the fhores. Both it and the preceding 
plant are called Seigle de mer t by the 
French. I have been affured that thefe 
plants grow in great plenty in Newfound
land, and on other North- American lhores; 
the places covered with them looking, at 

• Arundo arenaria Linn. 
t Elymus armarius Linn. 
t Sea-rye. 

a dif-
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a diftance, like corn-fields; which might 
explain the paffage in our northern ac
counts, of the excellent wine land*, which 
mentions, that they had found whole fields 
of wheat growing wild. 

THE fea-fide plantain t is very frequent 
on the ibore. The French boil its leaves 
in a broth on their {ea-voyages, or eat then1 
as a fallad. It may likewife be pickled like 
famphire. 

THE bear-berri s t grow in great abun:.. 
dance here. The Indians, .French, Eng
lf!b, and Dutch, in tho(e parts of North
America, which I have feen, call then1 Sa
gackhomi, and mix the leaves with tobacco 
for their u (e. 

GALE, or fweet willow §, is likewife 
abundant here. The J?renclz call it Lau
r£er, and fotne Poi'l-'rier. They put the 
leaves into their broth, to give it a p1eaf.H1t 
tafl:e. 

THE [ea-rocket H is, like\tvife, not un-

~ Vinland det gcda, or the good wine-land, is the name 
which the old Scandinavian navi!:tators gave to AMerica, 
which they difcovered long befor~ Columhus. See T rft'Ei 
Htjloria Yinlandi~ atztiqu~ ). pa1·tu .Amcricce feptmtrio1ialiJ 
Hafni<e 1715, 4to. and Mr. Geo1ge frejlm ,m•l'J, A. M. 
Djfiertation on that Subject. Abo 1747. F. 

t Plantago maritzma Linn. 
t Arbutus uva urfi Linn. 
§ Myrica gale Linn. 
'I Bunias cakilt Linn. 

0 2 commont 
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common. Its root is pounded, mixed with 
flour, and eaten here, when there is a 
fcarcity of bread. 

THE forb-tree, or mountain-alh, the 
cranberry-bulb, the juniper-tree, the fea-fide 
peafe, the Linncea, and many other Swedijh 
plants, are likewife to be met with here. 

WE returned to bay St. Paul to-day. A 
grey feal fwam behind the boat for fome 
time, but was not near enough to be lhot 
at. 

September the 2d. THIS morning we 
went to fee the filver or lead veins. They 
ly a little on the fouth-fide of the miUs, 
belonging to the priefts. The mountain in 
which the veins ry, has the fame conftitu
ent parts, as the other high grey rocks in 
this place, viz. a rock-fione compofed of a 
whitilh or pale grey lime-ftone, a purple or 
almcfl: garnet-coloured quartz, and a black 
glimmer. The lime-fione is in greater 
quantities here than the other parts ; and 
it is fu fine as to be hardly vifible. It ef-

. fervefces very firongly with aqua fortis. 
'The purple or garnet-coloured quartz is 
next in quantity; lies fcattered in exceed
ing fmall grains, and fl.rikes fire when 
ftruck with a fteel. The little black par
ticles of glirnmer follo\y next ; and laft of 
a1J, the tranfparent cryftalline fpeckles of 

quartz. 
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quartz. There are fome fmall grains of 
fpar in the lime-ftone. All the different 
kinds of fione are very well mixed toge
ther, except that the glimmer now and 
then forms little veins and lines. The 
ftone is very hard ; but when expofed to 
fun-lhine and the open air, it changes fo 
much as to look quite rotten, and becomes 
friable; and in that cafe, its conftituent 
particles grow quite undifiinguilhable. The 
mountain is quite full of perpendicular 
clefts, in which the veins of lead-ore run 
from E. S. E. to W. N. W. It feems 
the mountain had formerly got cracks here, 
which were afterwards f11led up with a 
kind of fione, in which the lead-ore \Vas 
generated. That fione which contains the 
lead-ore is a foft, white, often femidiapha
nous fpar, which works very eaflly. In 
it there are fometimes ftripes of a fnowy 
white lime-ftone, and almofi: always veins 
of a green kind of fione like quartz. This 
fpar has many cracks, and divides into fuch 
pieces as quartz; but is much fofter, 
never ihikes fire with fieel, does not effer
~efce with acids, and is not fmooth to the 
touch. It feems to be a fpecies of Mr. 
Profeifor Wallerz"us's vitrefcent fpar *· 

• See Wallerius's Mineralogy, Germ. ed. p. 87. Forjl. 
Jn trod. to Mineralogy, P· 1 3 · 

0 3 There 
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There are fometimes fn1all pieces of a 
greyifh qnartz in this fpar, which emit 
ftrong fparks of fire, when fi:ruck \vith a 
fieel. In thefe kinds of fione the lead ore 
is lodged. It commonly lies in little lumps 
of the fize of peas ; but fometirnes in 
fpecks of an inch fquare, or bigger. The 
ore is very clear, and lies in little cubes -11;. 

lt is generally very poor, a few places ex
cepted. The veins of foft fpar, and other 
l~inds of fione, are very narrow, and com
monly from ten to fifteen inches broad. 
In a few places they are twenty inches 
broad ; and in one fingle place twenty
two and a half. The brook which inter
feCts the mountain towards the n1ills, runs 
down {o deep into the mountain, that the 
diftance frotn the fummit of the. hill, to 
the bottom of the brook, is near twelve 
yards. Here I examined the veins, and 
found that they always keep the fame 
preadth, not encreafing near the bottom of 
th~ brook; a1~d likewife, that they are no 
ri~her below, than at the top. From hence 
it may be eailly concluded, that it is not 
worth while finking mines here. Of thefe 
veins there are three or four in this neigh
bo~rhood, at fome difiance from each other, 

* It is a cubic lead ore, or lead glanct. 
~o Minerillogy, p. 5 I. 

Forjler's fntrod. 
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but all of the fame quality. The ve1ns 
are almoft perpendicula::-, fometimes devi
ating a little. When pieces of the green 
fione before mentioned ly in the water, a 
great deal of the adherent white fpar and 
lime-fi:one is con fumed; but the green ftone 
remains untouched. That part of the 
yeins which is turned towards the air is al
ways very rough, becaufe the fun, air, and 
rain, have mouldered a great part of the 
fpar and lime-fione; but the green ftone 
has refi11ed their attacks. They fometimes 
find deep holes in thefe veins, filled with 
mountain cryfials. The greatefl quantity 
of lead or filver ore is to be found next to 
the rock, or even on the fides of the vein. 
There are now and then little grains of py
rites in the fpar, which have a fine gold 
colour. The green !tone when pounded, 
and put on a red-hot !hovel, burns with a 
blue flatne. Some fay, they can then ob
ferve a fulphureous fmell, wh,ch I could 
never perceive, though my fenfe of fmell
ing is very perfeCt. When this green fi:one 
is grown quite red-hot, it lofes Its green 
colour, and acquires a whitilh one, but 
will not effervefce with aqua fortt"s 

THE fulphureous fprings (it I may fo 
c~ll them) are at the foot of the n1ountain, 
which contains the filver, or lead ore. Se~ 

0 4 veral 
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veral fprings join here, and forn1 a litt1o 
brook. The water in thofe brooks is co
vered with a white membrane, and leaves 
Jl white, n1ealy matter on the trees, and 
other bodies in its way; this matter has a 
.frrong fu 1 ph ureous fa{ ell. Trees, covered 
with this mealy n1atter, when dried and 
fet on fire, burn with a b1 ue ftan1e, and 
emit a fmell of fulphur. The water does 
not change by being mixed with gall-ap
ples, nor does it change blue paper into a 
different colour, which is put into it. It 
makes no good lather with fo~p. Silver is 
tarniibed, and turns black, if kept in this 
water for a little wh~le. The blade of a 
knife was turned quite black, after it had 
lain about three hours in it. It has a dif
agreeable frnell, 'Nhich, they fay, 1t fpreads 
ftill more in rainy weather. A number 
of grafshoppers w re fallen into it at pre
fcnt. The inhabitants ufed this water, as 
f1 remedy againfi the itch. 

IN the afternoon we went to fee another 
vein, which had been fp<.:>ken of as filver 
ore. It lies about a quarter of a mile to 
the north-eafi of bay St. Paul, near a point 
~f land called Cap au Corbeau, clofe to 
the lhore of the river St. Lawrence. The 
mountain in which thefe veins ly, confifi: 
O,f a pale req vitrefcent fpar, a black glim

m~r~ 
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mer, a p1le lime-ftone, purple or garnet
coloured grains of quartz, and fame tran
fparent quartz. Sometimes the reddifh vi
trefcent fpar is the mofi abundant, and lies 
in long flripes of fmall hard grains. Some
times the fine blt.ck glimmer abounds more 
than the remaining conflituent parts; and 
thefe two lafi kinds of fi:one generally run 
in alternate firipes. The white lime-fl:one 
which confifis of almofl: invifible particles. 
is mixed in among them. The garnet
coloured quartz grains appear here and 
there, and fometin1es forrn \vhole firipes. 
They are as big as pin's heads, round, 
ihinmg, and {hike fire with il:eel. All 
thefe 11-ones are very hard, and the moun
tains near the [ea, confift entirely of them. 
They fon1etimes ly in aln1ofi perpendicu
lar il:rata, of ten or fifteen inches thick
nefs. The flrata, however, point with 
their upper ends to the north-weft, and go 
upwards from the river, as if the water, 
which is clofe to the fouth-eafi fide of 
the mountains, had forced the ftrata to 
lean on that fide. Thefe mountains con
tain very narrow veins of a white, and 
iometimes of a greenilh, fine, fen1idiapha
nous, foft fpar, which crumbles eafily into 
grains. In this fpar th~y very frequently 
find fpecks, which look like a calamine 

blend. 
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blend*. !-J" O\V and then, and but very fel .. 
dom, there is a grain of lead-ore. The 
mountains near the iliore confifi: fometimei 
of a black fine-grained horn-fione, and a 
ferruginous lin1e-fione. The horn-fl:one in 
that cafe is always in three or four times as 
great a quantity as the lime-ftone. 

IN this neighbourhood there is likewife 
afu1phureous fpring, having exad:1y the farr.e 
qualities as that w hi eh I ha\ e before de
fcribed. The broad-leaved Reed Mace t 
grows in tbe very fpring, and fucceeds ex .. 
tren1ely well. A 1nountain-afh fi:ood near 
it, who(e berries were of a pale yellow 
fading colour, whereas on all other moun
tain-a!hes they have a deep red colour. 

THEY make great quantities of tar at 
bay St. Paul. We no\v pa!fed near a place 
in which they burn tar, during fummer. 
It is exactly the fame with ours in Eajl
Botlznia, only fomewhat lefs ; though I 
have b~en to1J, that there are fometimes 
very great manufaCtures of it here. The 
tar is made folely of the P-in rouge t, or 
red Pine. All other firs, of which here 
are feveral kinds, are not fit for this pur-

pofe, 
"" Forjler's In trod. to Minera:ogy. p. so. Zit"um fieri· 

lum, Linn. Syft. N at. IlL p. I z6. Ed. XII. 
t crj·pba latifol:a, Linn. 
t Pinus foliis geminis longis; ramis triplici fafcicula; 

foliorum ·terminatis,, coni.s ovati~ hevibus. Flor, CaJJcld. 
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pofe, becaufe they do not give tar enough 
to repay the trouble the people are at~ 
They tnake ufe of the roots alone, which 
are quite full of rei1n, and which they dig 
out of the ground ; and of about two yards 
of the fiem, juft above the root, laying 
a fide all the re{l:. They have not yet learnt 
the art of drawing the refin to one fide ,of 
the tree, by peeling off the bark; at leafr 
they never :ake this method. The tar
barrels are but about half the fize of ours. 
A ton holds forty-fix pots, and fells at pre
fent for twenty-fi.\-·e~francs at I:?..!febec. The 
tar is reckoned pretty good. 

THE fand on the {bore of the river St. 
Lawrence, confifis in fome places of a kind 
of pearl-fand. The grains are of quartz, 
frnall and fen)idia phanous. In fome places 
it con fills of li ttlc particles of glimmer ; 
and there are likewife fpots, covered with 
the garnet-coloured fand, w hi eh I have be
fore defcribed, and w hi eh abounds in Canada. 

September the 4th. THE mountains 
hereabouts were covered with a very thick 
fog to-day, refembling the fmoak of a char
coal kiln. Many of thefe n1ountains are very 
high. During tny fiay in Canada, I aiked 
many people, who have travelled n1uch in 
North-.America, whether they ever met 
\Vith mountains fo high, that the fnow 
never melts on them in winter~ to which 
. . they 
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they always anfwered in the negative. 
They fay that the fnow fometimes fiays 
on the highefi, viz. on folne of thofe be
tween Canada and the Englijh colonies, 
during a great part of the fummer; but 
t~at it melts as foon as the great heat be
gins. 

EvERY countryman fows as much flax 
as he \VJ.nts for his own ufe. They had 
already taken it up fome time ago, and 
fpread it on the fields, meadows, and 
pafiures, in order to bleach it. It was very 
1hort this yc:ar in Canada. 

,.fHEY find iron-ore in feveral places 
ereabouts. Almofi: a Swedijh mile from 

hay St. Paul, up in the country, there is 
a whole n1ountain full of iron ore. The 
country round it is covered with a thick 
forefl:, and has n1any rivulets of different 
:tizes, which feem to make the ereCtion of 
iron-works very eafy here. But the go
vernment having as yet fuffered very much 
by the iron-works at Trois Rivieres, no
body ventures to propofe any thing further 
in that way. 

September the sth. EARLy this morn
ing we fet out on our return to ff<.ye!Jec. 
'"'e continued our journey at noon, not-. 
witbfiandiog the heavy rain and thunder 
·we got afterwards. At that time we were 

juft 
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juft at Petite Riviere, and the tide begin
ning to ebb, it \Vas im noffible for us to 
come up againfi it; therefore we lay by 
here, and went on iliore. 

Petite Rz'viere is a little village, on the 
wefi:ern fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
and lies on a little rivulet, from wnence 
it takes its nan1e. The houfes are built 
of fi:one, and are difperfed over the coun
try. Here is likewife a fine little church 
of fione. To the weft of the village are 
fome very high mountains, which caufe 
the fun to fet three or four hours fooner 
here, than ordinary. The river St. La'1.v
rence annually cuts off a piece of land, 
on the eaft fide of the village, fo that the 
inhabitants fear they will in a lhort tima 
lofe all the land they poifefs here, which 
at moft is but a mufket fhot broad. All 
the houfes here are very full of children. 

THE lime-flates on the hills are of two 
kinds. One is a black one, \vhich I have 
often mentioned, and on which the town 
of §J..gebec is built. The other is generally 
black, and fometimes dark grey, and feen1s 
to be a fpecies of the forrner. It is called 
Pierre a chaux here. It is chiefly difiin
gui!hed from the former, by being cut 
very eafiJy, giving a very white lime, when 
burnt, and not eafily mouldering into ilii-

vers 
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vers in the air. The walls of the houfes 
here are entirely made of this flate; and 
likewife the chimnies, thofe places except
ed, which are expofed to the greatefi fire, 
where they pl~ce pieces of grey rock-fione; 
mixed with a deal of glimmer. The 
tnountains near Petz'te Rz'vz'ere confift 
merely of a grey rock-fione, which is en
tire} y the farr.e with that which I defcrib
ed near the lead-mines of bay St. Paul. 
The foot of thefe mountains confiil:s of one 
of the lime-fiate kinds. A great part of 
the Canada mountains of grey rock-fl:one 
fl:and on a kind of flate, in the fame man
ner as the grey rocks of lfTejl-Gothland in 
Sweden. 

September the 6th. THEY catch eels 
and porpeffes here, at a certain feafon of 
the year, v£z. at the end of September, and 
during the whole month of OBober. The 
eels come up the river at that time, and 
are caught in the manner I have before 
defcribed. They are followed by the por
peifes, ·which feed upon thetn. The greater 
the quantity of eels is, the greater is like .. 
wife the number of porpeifes, which are 
caught in the following manner. When 
the tide ebbs in the river, the porpeffes 
cornmon]y go down along the fides of the 
river, catching the eels which th€y find 

4 there. 
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there. The inhabitants of this place there
fore flick little twigs, or branches with 
leaves, into the river, in z curve line or 
arch, the ends of which look towards the 
fhore, but fiand at fame difiance from it, 
leaving a pafTage there. The branches 
fiand about two feet diflant from each 
other. Vlhen the porpe!fes come amongil: 
them, and perceive the rufiling the water 
makes with the ]eaves, they dare not ven
ture to proceed, fearing left there lhauld 
be a fnare, or trap, and endeavour to go 
back. Mean while the water has r"'ced
ed fo much, that in going back they light 
upon one of the ends of the arch, whofe 
moving leaves frighten them again. In 
this confufion thev fwim backwards and 
forwards, till the Jwater is entirely ebbed 
off, and they ly on the bottom, where 
the inhabitants kill them. They give a 
great quantity of train-oil. 

NEAR the {hore, is a grey clay, full of 
ferruginous cracks, and pierced by worms. 
The holes are fmall, perpendicular, and 
big enough to admit a 1niddling pin. Their 
fides are likewife ferruginous, and half
petrified; and \vhere the day has been 
walhed away by tlte \ rater, the refl looks 
like ocker-coloured fi.umps of tobacco-pipe 
tubes. 
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AT noon we left Petite Rt'vz"ere, and 
continued our journey towards St. 'Joaclzim. 

BETWEEN Petite Riviere, which lies in 
a little bay, and St. 'joachim, the weftern 
fuore of the river St. Lawrence confifi:s of 
prominent mountains, between which there 
are feveral fmall bays. They have found, 
by long experience, that there is always a 
\vind on thefe n1ountains, even \-vhen it is 
calm at Petite Riviere. And when the 
wind is pretty high at the lafl:-mentioned 
place, it is not advifeable to go to f}(yehec in 
a boat, the wind and waves, in that cafe, 
being very high near thefe mountains. We 
had at prefent an opportunity of experien
cing it_ In the creeks between the n1oun
tains, the water was almoft quite fmooth ; 
but on our coming near one of the points 
formed by the high mountains, the waves 
encreafed, and the wind was fo high, that 
two people 'A7ere forced to take care of the 
helm, and the mail: broke feveral times. 
The waves are likewife greatly encreafed 
by the ftrong current near thofe points or 
capes. 

September the 7th. A LITTLE before 
noon, we continued our voyage fron1 St. 
Joachim. 

THEY employ tree-mulhrooms very fre
quently infiead of tinder. Thofe which 

are 
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are taken from the fugar-maple are reckon .. 
ed the befi: ; thofe of the red maple are 
next in goodnefs ; and next to them, thofe 
of the fugar-birch. For want of thefe, 
they likewife make ufe of thofe which grow 
on the afp-tree or tremble. 

THERE are no other ever-green trees in 
this part of Canada, than the thuya, the 
yew, and fome of the fir kind. 

THE thuya is e!l:eemed for refiO:ing pu
trefaction much longer than any other 
wood ; and next in goodnefs to it is the 
pine, called perzljfe here. 

THEY make cheefe in feveral places here
abouts. That of the ifle of Orleans is, 
however, reckoned the befr. This kind is 
fmall, thin, and round ; and four of them 
weigh about a French pound. Twelve of 
the1n fell for thirty fo1s. A pound of fa1t 
butter cofts ten fols at ~ebec, and of freili 
. utter, fifteen fols. Fonnerly, they could 
get a pound of butter for four fols here. 

THE corn-fields towards the river are 
floping; they are fuffered to ly fallow and to 
be fawn alternately. The fow n ones looked 
yellow at this dift~nce, and the fallow ones 
green. The weeds ~re left on the latter all 
fummer, for the cattle to feed upon. 

THE a{h wood furnilhes the beft hoops , 
for tuns here; and for want of it, they take 

VOL. III. P the 
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the thuya, little birch-trees, wild cherry ... 
trees, and others. 

THE hills near the river, on the wefi:ern 
fide, opFofite the ifie of Orleans, are very 
high and pretty fieep. They confiil, in mofr 
part, of black lirne-flate. There are likewife 
iome fpots which confift of a rock-fione, 
which, at fidl: fight,. looks like a fand-fione, 
and is compofed of grey quartz, a reddiili 
lime-ftone, a little grey lime-fione, and 
fame pale grey grains of fan d. Thefe parts 
of the frone are fmall and pretty equally 
mixed with each other. The fione looks 
red, with a greyiili cafi, and is very hard. 
It lies in ilrata, one above another. The 
thicknefs of each :firatum is about five 
inches. It is remarkable, that there are 
both elevated and hollow impreffions of 
peClinites on the furface, where one like
wife meets "vith the petrified iliells them
felves ; but on breaking the fione, it does 
not even contain the leaft veflige of an im
prefl1on or petrified {hell. All the impref
fions are fmall, about the length and 
breadth of an inch. The particles of 
quartz in the ftone ftrike fire with fteel, 

. and the particles of lime- fione effer
vefce firongly with aqua-fortis. The upper 
and lower furfaces of the ftrata confifr of 
lime-fione, and the inner parts of quartz. 
They break great quantities of this ftone 

4 xn 
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ih order td build houfes of it, pave floors 
with it, and rnake fi:air-ca[es of it. Great 
quantities of it are fent to !t_uebec. It is re
markable, that there are petrefatlions i,n this 
frone, but never any in the black lime
flares. 

THE women dye their woollen yarn yel
low with feeds of gale,* which is ca11ed 
poivrier here, and grows abundant in \Vet 
places. 

Tnrs evening, M. Gaultlzz'er and I went 
to f€e the water-fall at Montmorenci. The 
country near the river is high and level, 
and laid out into meadows. Above them . 
the high and fteep hills begin, which are 
covered with a cruft of mould, and turned 
into corn-fields. In fome very fieep places, 
and near the rivulets, the hills ccnfiO: of 
mere black lime-flate, which is often crum
bled into fmall pieces, like earth. All the 
fields below the hills are full of fuch pieces 
of lime-flate. When fotne of the larger 
pieces are broken, they fmell like frink
ftone. In fome more elevated places, the 
earth confifls of a pale red colour ; and the 
lime-flates are likewife reddilh. 

THE water-fall near Montmorenci is one 
of the higheft I ever faw. It is in a river 

Linn. 
P2 whofe 
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whofe breadth is not very confiderable,. and 
falls over the fieep fide of a hill, confifiing 
entirely of black lime-ilate. The fall is 
now at the bottom of a little creek of the 
river. Both fides of the creek confi!l: mere
ly of black lime-flate, which is very much 
cracked and tumbled down. The hill of 
lime-flate under the water-fall is quite per
pendicuktr, and one cannot look at it with
out aftonilhment. The rain of the prece
ding days had encreafed the water in the 
river, which gave the fall a grander appear
ance. The breadth of the fall is not above 
ten or twelve yards. Ils perpendicular height 
Mr. Gaulthz"er and I gue!fed to be between 
a hundred and ten and a hundred and twen
ty feet ; and on our return to ~ebec,. we 
found our gueis confirmed by feveral gen
tlemen, who had aCtually meafured the falJ, 
and found it to be nearly as we had conjec
tured. The people who live in the neigh
bourhood exaggerate in their accounts of it, 
abiolutely declaring that it is three hundred 
feet high. Father Gharlevoz"xt is too fparing 
in giving it only forty feet in height. At 
the bottom of the fall, there is always a 
thick fog of vapours, fpreading about the 
water, being refolved into them by its vio-

t See hi• HijiDire dt la Nouv. France, tom. v. p. m. 100. 
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I en t fall. This fog occafions aln1ofl: perpe
tual rain here, which is more or lefs heavy, 
in proportion to its difiance from the fall. 
Mr. Gaulthier and myfelf, together with 
the man who lhewed us the way, we.re wil
ling to come nearer to the falling water, in 
order to examine more accurately how it 
came down from fuch a height, acd ho\v 
the fione behind the water looked. But, 
being about twelve yards off the fall, a 
fudden gufi of wind blew a thick fog upon 
us, which, in lefs than a minute, had wet 
us as thoroughly as if we had walked for 
half an hour in a heavy lhower. We there
fore hurried away as fafi as we could, and 
were glad to get off. The noife of the fall 
is fon1etimes heard at ff(yebec, which is two 
}.,rench miles off to the fouthward; and this 
is a ilgn of a north-eafi: wind. At other 
times, it can be well heard in the illage~, a 
good way lower to the north; and it is then 
reckoned an undoubted fign of a fouth weft 
wind, or of rain. The black 1ime-flate on 
the fides of the fall lies in dipping, and al
mofi perpendicular firata. In thefe lime
flate ftrata, are the following kinds of ftone 
to be met with. 

Fibrous gypfum. * This lies in very thin 

• Gyp/um amiantiforNu, Wailer. Min. Germ. ed. p. 74• 
F1brous or radiated gypfum, Forjl. lntroti. to Min:rclogy, p. 16. 
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leaves between the cracks of the lime-flate. 
Its colour is a fnowy \vhite. I have found 
it in feveral parts of Canada, in the fame 
plack lime-ftone. 

Pz"erre a Calumet. This is the French 
nam~ of a il:one difpofed in ftrata between 
the 1ime-flate, and of which they make al~ 
moft all the tobacco-pipe heads in the coun
try. The thicknefs of the ftrata is diffe
rent. I have feen pieces near fifteen inches 
thick; bqt they are cornmonly between 
four and five inches thick. When the 
:fione i~ long expofed to the open air or heat 
of the fun, it gets a yellow colour; but in 
the infide it is grey. I~ is a 1ime-fione of 
fuch a compaetnefs, that its particles are 
not diil:inguiiliable by the naked eye. It is 
pretty foft, and will bear ~utting with a 
knife. Fron1 this quality, the people like
wife judge of the goodnefs of the fione for 
tobacco-pipe heads ; for the hard pieces of 
it are not fo fit for ufe as the fofter ones. I 
~a~e feen fome of thefe fiones iliivering in
to thin leaves on the outfide where they were 
~xpofed fo the fun. All the tobacco-pipe 
heads, which the common people in Canada 
~ake ufe of, are made of this il:one, and 
are ornan1ented in different ways. A great 
part of the gentry likewife make ufe of 
them, efpecially when they are on a journey. 

· ~ The 
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The Indians have employed this fi:one for 
the fame purpofes for feveral ages pa!t, and 
have taught it the Europeans. The heads 
of the tobacco-pipes are naturally of a pala 
grey colour ; but they are blackened whiHl: 
they are quite new, to tnake them look 
better. They cover the head all over with 
greafe, and hold it over a burning candle, or 
any other fire, by which means it gets a 
good black colour, which is encreafed by 
frequent ufe. The tubes of the pipes are 
always made of woodf. 

THERE are no coals near this fall, or in 
the fieep hills clofe to it. However, the 
people in the neighbouring vil1age !hewed 
me a piece of coal, which, they faid, they 
had found on one of the hills about the 
falL 

WE arrived at Q.uebec very late at night. 
September the 8th. INTERMITTING fe

vers of all kinds are very rare at ~uebec, as 
Mr. Gaulthier affirms. On the contrary, 

t All over Poland, Ru.Jlia, Cf'urky, and Tartary, th t y fmoke 
out of pipes made of a kind of ftone -marle, to which they 
fix long wooden tubes ; for which latter purpofe, they com
monly employ the young ihoots of the various kinds of )pi
rd!a, which have a kind of pith eafily to be thrull out. 
The ftone-marle is called generally fea-fcum, being pretty 
foft; and by the CJ'artars, in Crimra, it is called k1fc~il. 
And as it cuts fo eafily, various figures are curioufly carved in 
it, when it is worked into pipe-heads, which often ar~ 
mounted with filver. F. 

they 
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they are very common near Fort St. Frede
r£c, and near Fort Detro£t, which is a 
French colony, between lake Erie and 
lake Huron, in forty-three degrees north 
latitude. 

SoME of the people of quality make ufe 
of ice-cellars, to keep beer cool in, during 
fummer, and to keep frelh flelh, which 
would not keep long in the great heat. 
Thefe ice-cellars are comrnonly built of 
ftone, under the houfe. The \valls of it 
are covered with boards, becaufe the ice is 
more eafily eo 1fumed by fiones. In winter, 
they fill it with fnow, \vhich is beat down 
with the feet, and covered with water. 
They then open the cellar holes and the 
door, to admit the cold. It is cuftomary 
in furnmer to put a piece of ice into the 
\Vater or wine which is to be drank. 

ALL the fait w hi eh is made ufe of here, 
is imported from France. They likewife 
n · kc good falt here of the fea water; but 
France keeping the falt trade entirely to it"' 
felf, ~hey do not go on with it here. 

THE E.fJuimaux are a particular kind of 
A1nerican 1avages, who live only near the 
water, and never far in the country, on 
f£erra Labrador, betwee~ the mofi outward 
point of the mouth of the river St. Law .. 
rence and Hud)On's bay. I have never had 

an 
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an opportunity of feeing one of the1n. I 
have fpoken with many Frenchmen who 
have feen them, and had thern on board 
their own veffels. I fhall here give a brief 
hifi:ory of them, according to their unani
mous accounts. 

THE Ejquimaux are entirely different 
from the Indians of North-America, in re
gard to their complexion and their language. 
They are almoft as white as Europeans, and 
have little eyes : the men have likewife 
beards. The Indians, on the contrary, are 
copper-coloured, and the men have no 
beards. The Efqu£maux language is faid to 
contain fome European wordE.t Their 
houfes are either caverns or clefts in the 
tnountains, or huts of turf above ground. 
They never fow or plant vegetables, living 
chiefly on various kinds of whales, on feals, * 
and walruffes:f:. Sometimes they likewife 

+ The l.1ora<Vian brethren in Greenland, coming once over 
with fome Grttnlanders to 'Tetra Lahrad,r, the Efquimaux ran 
away at their appearance; but they ordered one of their 
Greenlanders to call them back in his language. The Ejgui
maux heanng his voice, and underfianding the language, im
mediately fiopped, came back, and were glad to find a coun. 
tryman, and wherever they went, among the other Efquimaux, 
they gave out, that one of their brethren was returned. Th1s 
proves the Ej{juimaux to be of a tribe different from any 
fiuropean natton, asthe Grcen/a,Jdlanguage has no iimilarity 
with any language in Eurcpe. F. 

Phoca <Vituli11a. Linn. 
l Cf'richechus ropnarus. Linn. 
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catch land animals, on which they feed. 
They eat mofi: of their meat quite raw. 
Their thi nk is \Vater; and people have like
\vife feen them drinking the fea water, 
which \\7as like brine. 

THEIR !hoes, fiockings, breeches, and 
j1ckets are made of feal-fkins well prepared, 
:and fewed together with nerves of whales, 
which may be twifl:ed like threads and are 
very tough. Their cloaths, the hairy fide 
of which is turned outwards, are fe\ved to
gether fo well, that they can go up to their 
!boulders in the water without wetting 
their under cloaths. Under their upper 
clDaths, they wear !hirts and waificoats 
made of feals ikins, prepared fo well as to 
be quite foft. I f.1w one of their won1ens 
dreffes; a cap, a waificoat, and coat, made 
all of one piece of feals fkin well prepared, 
{oft to the touch, and the hair on the out
fide. Their is a long train behind at their 
coats, which fcarce reach them to the 
middle of the thigh before; under it they 
wear breeches and boots, all of one piece. 
The fhirt I fa w was like wife made of 
a very [oft feals ikin. The Efquimaux wo
men are faid to be handfomer than any of 
the American Indian women, and their huf .. 
hands are accordingly more jealous in pro
portion. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE like wife feen an Ejquimaux boat. 
The outfide of it confifts entirely of fkins, 
the hair of which has been taken off; and 
the fides of the fkins on which they were 
inferted are turned outwards, and feel as 
fmooth as vellum. The boat was near four
teen feet long, but very narrow, and very 
tharp pointed at the extremities. In the 
infide of the boat, they place two or three 
thin boards, whi<:h give a kind of form to the 
boat. It is quite covered with fk.ins at the 
top, excepting, near one end, a hole big 
enough for a fingle perfon to fit and row in, 
and keep his thighs and legs under the deck. 
The fig'l re of the hole re fern bles a femi-cir-

, cle, the bafe or diameter of which is turned 
tot,vards the larger end of the boat. The 
hole is furrouhded with wood, on \vhich a 
foft folded ikin is faftened, with ftraps at 
its upper end. When the Efquimaux makes 
u[~ of hi1> boa , he puts his legs and thighs 
undtr the deck, fits down at the bottom of 
th~ boat, draws the fkin before tnentioned 
round his body, and fafiens it well with the 
firops; the waves tnay then beat over his 
boat \Vith confiderable violence, and not a 
fingle drop comes into it ; the cloaths of 
the Ejquimaux keep the wet from him. 
He has an oar in his hand, which has a 
paddle at each end ; it fervts him for 
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rowing with, and keeping the boat in equi
librium during a fiorm. The paddles of 
the oar are very narrow. The boat will 
contain but a fingle perfon. Efquimaux 
have often been found fafe in their boats 
n1any miles from land, in violent fiorms, 
where thips found it difficult to fave them
felves. Their boats float on the waves like 
bladders, and they row them with incredi
ble velocity. I am told, they have boats 
of different ihapes. They have likewife 
larger boats of wood, covered with leather 
in which feveral people may fir, and in 
which their wotnen commonly go to fea. 

Bows and arrows, javelins and harpoons, 
are their arms. With the lail: they kill 
\vha1es, and other large marine animals. 
The points of their arrows and harpoons 
are fometimes made of iron, fometimes of 
bone, and fometimes of the teeth of the 
\valrufs. Their quivers are made of feals 
flJ{ins. The needles with which they fow 
their cloaths are likewife made of iron or 
of bone. All their iron they get by tome 
lneans or other from the Europeans. 

THEY fornetimes go on board the Euro
pean (hips in order to exchange forne of 
their goods for knives and other iron. But 
it is not advifeable for Europeans to go on 
iliore, unlefs they be numerous; for the 

EJ-
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Efquimaux are falfe and treacherous~ and 
cannot 1uffer firangers amongft them. If 
they find themfelves too weak, they run 
away at the approach of ftrangers ; but if 
they think they are an over-match for them, 
they kill all that come in their way, with
out leaving a fingle one alive. The Euro
peans, therefore, do not venture to let a 
greater number of Efquimaux come on board 
their !hips than they can eafi1y mafi:er. If 
they are ilii p· wrecked on the Ejquimaux 
coafis, they may as well be drowned in the 
fea as come fafe to the iliore : this many 
Europeans have experienced. The Euro-
pean boats and il1ips which the Efquimaux 
get into their power, are imn1ediarely cu.t 
in pieces and rohbed of all their nails and 
other iron, which they work into knives, 
needles, arrow-heads, &c. They make ufe 
of fire fl)r no other purpofes but \Vorking of 
iron, and preparing the ikins of ani1nals. 
Their meat is eaten all raw. When they come 
on board e~n European !hip, and are offered 
fome of the failors n1eat, they never will 
tafie of it till they have feen fotne Europeans 
eat it. Though nothing pleafed other fa
vage n1tions fo much as brandy, yet 1nany 
Frenchmen have afrured n1e, that they never 
could prevail on the Efquimaux to take a 
dram of it. Their n1i11ru1t of or her nations 
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the caufe of it; for they undoubtedly ima
gine, that they are going to poifon them; 
or do them fotne hurt ; and I am not cer
tain, whether they do not judge right. 
They have no ear-rings, and do not paint 
the face like the American Indians. For 
many centuries pafi, they have had dogs, 
whofe ears are ereB:ed, and never hang 
down. They make u[e of them for hunt
ing, and inll:ead of horfes in \vinter, for 
drawing their goods on the ice. They 
themfelves fometimes ride in fledges drawn 
by dogs. They have no other domefiic ani
n1al. There are, indeed, plenty of rein
rleer in their countrv; but it is not knownf 
that either the Efq;z'maux, or any of the In
dians in America, have ever tamed them. 
The French in Canada, who are in a man
ner the neigh hours of the Efquimaux, have 
taken a deal of pains to carry on fome kind 
of trade with them, and to endeavour to 
engage them to a more friendly intercourfe 
with other nations. For that purpofe, 
they took fame Efqui'maux children, taught 
them to read, and educated them in the 
bell: manner poffible. The intention of the 
French \vas, to fend thefe children to the 
Ejquimaux again, that they might inform 
them of the kind treatrnent the French had 
given them, and thereby incline them to 
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conceive a better opinion of the French. 
But unhappily all the children died of the 
ftnall-pox, and the fcheme was dropt. 
Many perfons in Canada doubted, whe
ther the fcheme would have fucceeded, 
though the children had been kept alive. 
For they fay, there was formerly an Efqui
maux taken by the French, and brought to 
Canada, where he fiaid a good while, and 
\vas treated with great ·civility. He learnt 
French pretty well, and feemed to relilh 
the French way of living very welL When 
he was fent back to his countrymen, he 
was not abl~ to make the leaft impreffion 
on them, in favour of the French ; but 
was killed by his nearefi relations, as half 
a Frenchman and foreigner. This inhu
man proceeding of the Efquimaux again!l: 
a11 firangers, is the reafon why none of the 
Indians of North America ever give quarter 
to the Efquimaux if they meet with them, 
but kill thetn on the fpot; though they 
frequently pardon their other enemies, and 
incorporate the prifoners into their nation. 

FoR the ufe of thofe, who are fond of 
cotnparing the languages of feveral nations, 
I have here inferted a few Efquimaux words, 
communicated to me by the Jefuit Saint 
Pie. One, kombuc; two, tigal; three, 
ke; four, mijjilagat; \Vater, jil/alokto; rain, 
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killaluck ; heaven, taktuck, or nabugakfoe; 
the run, jhikonak, or fakaknuk; the moon, 
takock; an egg, manneguk; the boat, ka
gack; the oar, pacotick; the knife, jhavie; 
a dog, inekke, or timilok; the bow, petik-
jick ; an arrow, katjo ; the head, niakock ; 
the ear, tchiu; the eye, killik, or jhik; the 
hair, nutjhad; a tooth, ukak ; the foot, 
itikat. Son1e think that they are nearly 
the fame nation with the Greenlanders, or 
Skralingers; and pretend that there is a 
great affinity in the language*· 

PLUMB-TREEs of differentforts, brought 
over from France, fucceed very well here. 
The prefent year they did not begin to 
flower till this month. Some of them 
looked very well ; and I arn told the win
ter does not hurt them. 

September the 11th. THE marquis de 
la Galijfonniere is one of the three noble
men, who, above all others, have gained 
high e11eem with the French admiralty in 
the laft war. They are the marquifTes de 
la Galijfonniere, de la 'Jonquiere, and de l'E-

* The above account of the Efquiman:x may be compared 
~ith Hmry Ellis's Ace u11t of o Yoyage to Hudfin's Bay, Gy 
the Do66s Ga fey and California, &c. and 1he Account of a 
Poyage for tht· D'.fcocvcry of a North JYeft Pa.f!agt 6y Hudj(m's 
St, ,ight!1 6y the Clerk of the California. 'Two J7ols. Svo. 
And .aftly, with Crantz's Hijlory of Gre11ila11d. 'iwo Yals. 
~·vo. F. 
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!endure. The :fidl: of thefe was now above 
fifty years of age, of a low fl:ature, and 
fomewhat hump-backed, but of a very a
greeable 1 ok. He had been here for fome 
time as governor-general ; and was going 
back to France one day this month. I 
have already mentioned fomething concern
ing this nobleman ; but when I think of 
his many great qualities, I can never give 
him a fufficient encomium. He has a fur
prizing knowledge in all branches of fci
ence, and efpecially in natural hifl:ory; in 
which he is fo well verfed, that when he 
began to fpeak with me about it, I ima
gined I [dW our great Linna:us under a new 
form. When he fpoke of the ufe of na
tural hifiory, of the method of learning, 
and etnp1oying it to raife the ftate of a 
country, I was aaonilhed to fee hitn take 
his reafons from politics, as well as natu
ral philofophy, mathen1atics, and other 
fciences. I ovvn, that my converfation 
with r:.is noblen1an was very infi:ruCtive to 
me; and I always drew a deal of ufeful 
knowledge froc.1 it. He told me fe-.·eral 
·ways of employing natural hiftory to the 
purpofes of poli ics, and to make a coun
try po\1\•erful, in order to deprefs its envious 
neighbours. Never has natural hifi:ory had 
a greater pron1oter in this country ; and it 
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is very doubtful whether it will ever have 
his equal here. As foon as he got the place 
of governor-general, he began to take thofe 
meafures for getting information in natural 
hifl:ory, which I have mentioned before. 
When he faw people, who had for fame 
time been in a fettled place of the country, 
efpecially in the more remote parts, or had 
travelled in thofe parts, he always quef· 
tioned them about the trees, plants, earths, 
ftones, ores, animals, &c. of the place. He 
likewife enquired what ufe the inhabitants 
made of thefe things; in what fl:ate their 
hufbandry was ; what lakes, rivers, and 
pa.ifages there are ; and a number of other 
particulars. Thofe who feemed to have 
clearer notions than the refi, were obliged 
to give him circumll:antial defcriptions of 
what they had feen. l-Ie himfelf wrote 
down all the accounts he received; and by 
this great application, {o uncommon among 
perfons of his rank, he foon acquired a 
know ledge of the m oft difl:ant parts of 
America. The prieH:s, commandants of 
forts, and of feveral difrant places, are of
ten furprized by his quefiions, and wonder 
at his knovvledge, when they come to §(ge
!Jec to pay their viGts to hitn ; for he often 
teJls thern that near fue L a n1ountain, or on 
fuch a il1ore, &c. where they often went a 

hunting, 
6 



!}(_ye bee. 

hunting, there are feme particular plants, 
trees, earths, ores, &c. for he had got a 
knowledge of thofe things before. From 
hence it happened, that fome of the inha
bitants believed he had a preternatural 
knowledge of things, as he was able to 
mention all the curiofities of places, feme
times near two hundred Swedijh miles from 
~ebec, though he never was there himfelf. 
Never was there a better fiatefman than he; 
and nobody can take better meafures, and 
choofe more proper means for irnproving a 
country, and encreafing its welfare. Ca
nada was hardly acquainted with the trea
fure it po:ffeifed in the perfon of this no
bleman, when it loft him again ; the king 
wanted his fervices at home, and could not 
leave him fo far off. He was going to 
France with a collection of natural curio
fities; and a quantity of young trees and 
plants, in boxes full of earth. 

THE black lime-ilate has been repeatedly 
mentioned during the courfe of my jour
ney. I will here give a more minute de
tail of it. The mountain on \vhich ff<.!:Je
bec is built, and the hills along the river St. 
Lawrence, confifr of it for fame miles to
gether, on both fides of fi<..uebec. About a 
,Yard from the furface, this ftone is quite 
co1npaet, and without any cracks; fo that 
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one cannot perceive that it is a flate, its 
particles being imperceptible. It lies in 
firata, which vary from three or four 
inches, to twenty thick, and upwards. In 
the mountains on which §(yebec is built, 
the firata do not ly horizontal, but dipping, 
fo as to be nearly perpendicular; the upper 
ends pointing north-weft, and the lower 
ones fouth-eafi. From hence it is, that 
the corners of thefe firata always firike out 
at the furface into the fireets, and cut 
the !hoes in pieces. I have likewife feen 
fome ftrata, inclining to the northward, 
but nearly perpendicular as the former. 
Horizontal firata, or ne~rly fuch, have oc
curred to 1ne too. The flrata are divided 
by narrow cracks, which are commonly 
£lied with fibrous white gypfum, which 
can fometimes be got loofe with a knife, if 
the layer or firaturn of flate above it is 
broken in pieces; and in that cafe it has 
the appearance of a thin white leaf. The 
larger cracks are almoft filled up with tranf
parent quartz cryfials, of different fizes. 
One part of the mountain contains vaft 
quantities of thefe cryfials, from which the 
corner of the n1ountain which lies to the 
S. S. E. of the palace, has got the name 
of Pointe de Diamante, or Diamond Point~ 
The frnall era ks which divide the fione, 
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go generatly at right angles ; the diftances 
between them are not always equal. The 
outfide of the firaturn, or that which is 
turned towards the other, ftratt m, is fre
quently covered with a fine, black, iliining 
membrane, which looks like a kind of a 
pyrous horn- ftone. In it there is fame
times a yellow pyrites, always lying in 
fmall grains. I never found petrefaetions 
or impreffions, or other kinds of ftone in 
it, befides thofe I have jufi: mentioned. 
The whole mountain on which §(uebec 
is fituated, confi!l:s entirely of lin1e-flate 
from top to bottom. V/he 1 this fl:onp is 
broken, or fcraped with a knife, it &ives a 
firong fmell like the fljnk-fione. That 
part of the mountain which is expofed to 
the open air, crumbles jnto fmall pi "Ces1 

had loft their b1ack colour, and goL a pftle 
red one in its llead. Almoil: all the public 
and private hhildings at fi?..!febec confifl: of 
this lime-fiate ; and like wife the \var s 
round the town, and round the monafteries 
and gardens. It is eafiJy broken, and cut 
to the fize wanted. But it has the pro
perty of fplitting into thin ihivers, parallel 
to the furface of the ftratum fron1 whence 
they are taken, after lyin~ during one or 
more years in the air~ and expofed to the 
fun. However, this quality does no d, ... 
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mage to the walls in which they are placed ; 
for the fiones being laid on purpofe into 
fuch a pofition that the cracks always run 
horizontally, the upper fi:ones prefs fo much 
upon the lower ones, that they can only 
get cracks outwardly, and iliiver only on 
the outfide, without going further inwards. 
The lhivers always grow thinner, as the 
houfes grow older. 

IN order to give my readers fome idea of 
the climate of §(yebec, and of the different 
changes of heat and cold, at the feveral 
feafons of the year, I will here infert fome 
particulars extraCted fron1 the meteorologi
cal obfervations, of the royal phyfician, Mr. 
Gaulthier : he gave me a copy of thofe 
\Vhich he had made from October 17 44, to 
the end of September 1746. The ther
mometrical obfervations I will omit, be
caufe I do not think them accurate; for as 
Mr. Gaulthier made ufe of de la H£re's 
thermon1eter, the degrees of cold cannot 
be exaetly determined, the quickfilver be
ing depreffed into the globe at the bottom, 
as foon as the cold begins to be confider
able. The obfervations are made through
out the year, between feven and eight in 
the morning, and two and three in the af
ternoon. He has feldom made any ebfer ... 
vations in the afternoon. His thermome-

ter 
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ter was likewife inaccurate, by being placed 
in a bad fituation. 

The year 1745· 
January. THE 29th of this month the 

river St. Lawrfnce was covered over with 
ice, near §(uebec. In the obfervations of 
other years, it is obferved, that the river 
is fometimes covered with ice in the be
ginning of January, or the end of Decem
ber. 

February. NoTHING remarkable bap ... 
pend during the courfe of th · s month. 

March. THEY fay this has been the 
mildefi: winter they ever felt; even the 
eldeft perfons could not retnember one fo 
n1ild. The fnow was only two feet deep, 
and the ice in the river, oppofite ff<Jtebec, 
had the farne thickdefs. On the twenty
fir!! there was a thunder-!l:orm, which fell 
upon a foldier, and hurt him very n1uch. 
On the 19th and 2oth, they began to make 
incifions into the fugar-maple, and to pre .. 
pare fugar from its juice. 

April. DuRING this month they con
tinued to extraCt the juice of the fugar
maple, for making fugar. On 'the 7th 
the gardeners began to make hot-beds. 
On the 2oth the ice in the river broke 
loofe near f!Jfebec, and went down; which 
rarely happens fo foon ; for the river St. 

Q_ 4 La·w-



248 September I749· 

Lawrence is fometimes covered with ice 
oppofite ~tebec, on the 1oth of May. On 
the 22d, and 23d, there fell a quantity of 
fnow. On the 25th they began to fow 
near St. Joackim. The fame day they faw 
fome [wallows. The 29th they fowed corn 
all over the country. Ever fince the ZJd 
the river had been clear at f<Jtcbec. 

May. rfHE third of this lllOnth the 
cold was fo great in the morning, that 
Ce!Jius's, or the Swedifh thermometer, was 
four degrees below the freezing point; 
however, it did not hurt the corn. On 
the I 6th all the fummer-corn was fown. 
On the sth the Sanguz1zarza, Narc/lfus, and 
violet, began to blow . . The I 7th the wild 
cherry-trees, raiberry-bufhes, app1e-tree8, 
and lime-trees, began to expand their leaves. 
The fi:rawberries we: . in flower about that 
time. The 29th the wild cherry-trees 
were in bloifon1. On the 26th part of 
the French apple-trees, cherry-trees, and 
plum-trees, opened their flo\vers. 

June. THE sth of this month all the 
trees had got leaves. The apple-trees were 
in full flower. Ripe fi:raw-berries were to 
be h.1d on the 22d. Here it· is noted, that 
the weather was very fine for the growt}:l 
of vegetables. 

July. THE corn began to lhoot into 
ears on the I 2 th, and had ears every where 
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on the 2 I fi. (It is to be obferved, that 
they fovv nothing but fun1n1er-corn here.) 
Soon after thJ:! corn began to flower. Hay 
making began the zzd. All this month 
the weather \vas excellent. 

Augzljl. ON the I 2th there were ripe 
pears and melons at lvfontrea!. On the 
zoth the corn was ripe round Montreal, 
and the harve.fi was begun there. On the 
zzd the harvefi: began at ~uebec. On the 
3oth, and 3 I (i-, tLere was a very [mall 
hoar-fro.fi on the ground. 

September. TnE harve!l: of all kinds of 
corn ended on the 24th, and 25th. Me
lons, water-melons, cucun1bers, and fine 
plums, were very plentiful during the 
courfe of this month. App]es and pears 
were likewife ripe, which is not always 
the cafe. On the lafi days of this month 
they began to plough the land. The fol
lowing is one of the obfervations of this 
month: "The old people in this country 
" fay, that the eo. n was forn1crly never 
" rjpe till the I sth, or I 6th, or September, 
" and fometimes on the I 2th; but no 
" fooner. They likew:fe afi~rt, that it 
" never \Vas perfeCtly ripe. Bu: fince the 
'' woods have been fufficiently cleared, the 
" bearns of the fun have had more roon1 
" to operate, and the corn ripens fooner 
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" than before*." It is further remarked, 
that the hot fummers are always very fruit

ful 

* It is not only the clearing of woods, but cultivation, 
and p~pul~tion, that alter the climate of a country, and 
make It mtld. The Romans looked upon the winters of 
G~rmany and England as very fevere, but happily both coun· 
tnes have at prefent a much more mild climdte than for
merly, owing to the three above mentioned reafons. Near 
Peh;jburg, urder fixty degrees north latitude, the river 
Necva was covered with ice 1765, in the beginning of De
cember, and cleared of it April the II th 1766. At Cf'Jarit
jin, which is und ·r forty-eight degrees forty minutes north 
latitude, the river V alga was covered with ice the 26th of 
No<v.mbe·· 1765, and the ice broke in the river April the 
27th 17h6 (· ll old fb1e). Is it not almo!l incr-edible, that 
in a place verv near twe1 e degrees more to the fouth, the 
effeB:s of cnk fhould be felt longer, and more fevtrely, 
th .1 i the n1ore rvrthern climate. And though the neigh
bour.•n(Jd of Peterjburg has a great many woods, the cold 
was, ho ... vtver, lefs fevere, and lafi:ing; 'T/aritjin on the 
contr~l y has no woods for many hundred miles in its neigh. 
bourhood, if we except fome few trees and bufhes, along 
th(! :'dga and its ifles, and the low land along it. Where
ever the ey1: locks to the eafi:, there are vafi: plains without 
woods, for many hundred miles. The clearing a country 
of woods, cannot therefore alone contribute to much to 
make t. e climate r.~ild~r, But cultivation does more. On 
a ploughed field the fnow will always founer melt, than 
on a field covered with grafs. The inflammable warm per
ticks brought into the field, by the various kinds of ma~ 
JJure, contribute much to foften the rigours ofthe climate; 
but the exhalations of thoufands of men and cattle, in a po
pulous country, th<;! burnjng of fo rn:::ny combu!l:ibles, 
and the difperfion of fo many cauftic particles, through 
the whole athmofphere, thefe are things which contribute 
fo ml eh towards foftening the rigours of a climate. In a 
huncHed fquare miles near cJjm·itjin, there is notfomu;:h_cu!· 
tivatcd land as there is within ten near P.terjbmg; It IS m 
proportion to the number of the inh~bitans of both places, 
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ful in Canada, and that mofi of the corn 
has hardly ever arrived at perfea: maturity. 

OCfober. Du RING this month the fields 
were ploughed, and the weather was very 
fine all the time. There was a little froft 
for feveral nights, and on the 28th it 
fnowed. Towards the end of this month 
the trees began to fhed their leaves. 

November. THEY continued to plough 
till the 1oth of this month, when the trees 
had fhed all their leave'>. Till the I 8th 
the cattle went out of doors, a few days 
excepted, when bad weather had kept 
them at home. On the r 6th there was 
fome thunder and lightning. There was 
not yet any ice in the river St. Lawrence 
on the 24th. 

Decenzber. DuRING this month it is 
obferved, that the aututnn has been 1nuch 
milder than uf al. On the 1 fi a fhip could 
frill fet fail for France ; but on the 16th 
the river St. Lart.orence was covered with 
1ce on the fides, but open in the middle. 

In 

and this makes the chief difFerence of the climate. There 
is frill another confideration, Pettrflu rg lies near the fca, 
and CJfar itjin in an inland country; and, generally fpeaking, 
countries near the fea have been obferved to enjoy a milder 
climate. Thefe few remarks will be, I believe, fufficienc 
to enable every body to judge of the changes of the climate 
in various coun tries, which, no doubt, grow warmer and 
more temperate, as culti\•ation and popubt ion incre .. fe. F. 
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In the river Charles the ice was thick 
enough for horfes with heavy loaas to pafs 
over it. On the 26th the ice in the river 
St: Lawrence was waihed away by a heavy 
ra1n; ,but on the 28th part of that river 
was again covered with ice. 

THE next obfervations fhe,v, that the 
winter has likewife been one of the mildeft. 
I no\V refun1e the account of my own 
journey. 

THIS evening I left S?(_uebec with a fair 
wind. The governor-general of Canada, 
~e marquis de la Jonqu£ere, ordered one 
of the king's boats, and feven men to bring 
me to JJ1ontreal. The tniddle of the boat 
was covered \Vith blue cloth, under which 
we were fecured fro1n the rain. This jour
ney I made at the expence of the Frencll 
king. We went three Frenclz n1iles to-day. 

SepteJl'Jber the I zth. WE continued our 
journey during all this day. 

THE fn1all kind of ma:ze, which ripens 
in three n1onths time, was ripe about this 
tin1e, and the people drew it out of the 
ground, and hung it up to dry. 

THE v:eather about this time was like 
the beginning of our Augu)l, old fiile. 
Therefore it feetns, autumn cor 1mences a 
whole tnonth later in Canad~1, than in the 
rn idfi: of Swedeu. 

NEAR 
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NEAR each farm there is a kitchen-
garden, in which onions are mofi abun ... 
dant; becaufe the Frenclz farmers eat their 
dinners of them with bread, on Fridays and 
Saturdays, or fafiing days. However, I 
cannot fay, the French are firict obfcrvers 
of fafiing; for feveral of my rowers ate 
flefi1 to-dzy, though it was Friday. The 
comtnon people in Canada may be ftnelled 
when one paffes by them, on account of 
their frequent ufe of onions. Pun1pions 
are likewife abundant in the farmer's gar
dens. They drefs them in feveral \vays, 
but the moft con1mon is to cut them 
through the Iniddle, and place the infide 
on the hearth, towards the fire, till it is 
quite roafi d. The pulp is then cut out 
of the peel, and eaten ; people above the 
vulgar put fugar to it. Carrots, fallad, 
French beans, cucumbers, and currant 
lhrubs, are planted in every farmer's little 
kitchen -garden. 

EvERY farmer plants a quantity of to
bacco near his houfe, in proportion to the 
fize of his family. It is 1ikewife very ne
ceffary that they ihould plant tobacco, be
caufc it is fo univerfally ftnoaked by the 
cotntnon people. Boys of ten or tV\'elve 
years of age, run about vvith the pipe in 
their xnouths, as well as the old people. 

Perfor;s 



254 September 1749• 

Perfons above the vulgar, do not refufe to 
fmoak a pipe now and then. In the north
ern parts of Canada, they generally fmoak 
tobacco by itfdf; but further upwards, 
and about Montreal, they take the inner 
bark of the red Cornelian cherry *, crulh 
it, and mix it with the tobacco, to make 
it weaker. People of both fexes, and of 
all ranks, ufe fnuff very n1uch. Almoft 
all the tobacco, which is confumed here, 
is the produce of the country, and fome 
people prefer it e.ven to Virginian tobacco : 
but thofe who pretend to be connoiffeurs, 
reckon the JaPe kind better than the other. 

THoUGH many nations imitate the French 
cufioms ; yet I obferved on the contrary, 
that the French in Canada in many refpecb 
follow the cufioms of the Indr'ans, with 
whom they converfe every day. They 
make ufe of the tobacco-pipes, ilioe8, gar
ters, and girdles, of the Indians. They 
follow the Indian way of making war with 
exaCtne[s ; they n1ix the fan1e things with 
tobacco; they n1ake ufe of the Indian bark
boats, and row them in the Indian way; 
they ~·rap fquare pieces of cloth round 
their feet, infie::d of ftockings, and have 
~dopted.tnany other Indian fa!hions. When 

~ Comus .fanguinta, Linn. 
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one comes into the houfe of a Canada pea
fant, or farmer, he gets up, takes his hat 
off to the firanger, defires him to fit down, 
puts his hat on and fits down again. The 
gentlemen and ladies, as well as the poor
eft peafants an.d their \vives, are calle 
Monjieur and Madame. The peafants, and 
efpecially their wives, wear lhoes, vvhich 
confift of a piece of wood hollowed out, 
and are made ·almoft as flippers. Their 
boys, and the old peafants themfelves, 
wear their hair behind in a cue; and molt 
of them wear red woollen caps at home, 
and fometimes on their journies. 

THE farmers prepare moll: of their difhes 
of milk. Butter ib but feldom feen, and 
what they have is made of four cream, 
and therefore not fo good as Englijh but
ter. Many of the Frenclz are very fond 
of milk, \A hich they eat chiefly on fafl:ing 
days. However, they have not fo many 
methods of preparing it as we have in S'Lve
den. The common way was to boil it, 
and put bits of bread, and a good deal of 
fugar, into it. The Frenclz here eat near 
as much fleili as the Englijh, on thofe days 
when their religion allows it. For ex
cepting the foup, the fallads, and the de
fert, all their other dilhes confifi of fle!h 
varioufiy prepared. 

AT 
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AT night we lay at a farm-houfe, near 
a river called Petite Riviere, which falls 
here into the river St. Lawrence. This 
place is reckoned fixteen French miles from 
~uebec, and ten from 'Irois Rivieres. The 
tide is fiill confiderable here. Here is the 
lafi: place where the hills, along the river, 
confift of black time-fiate ; further on they 
are compofed merely <?f earth. 

FrRE-F LIES flew about the woods at 
night, though not in great numbers ; the 
Frencli call them Mouches a jeu. 

THE houfes in this neighbourhood are 
all made of wooa. The rooms are pretty 
large. The inner roof refis on two, three, 
or four, large thick fpars, according to the 
iize of the room. The chinks are filled 
with c!ay, iofiead of mofs. The windows 
are made entirely of paper. The chimney 
is ereCted in the middle of the room ; that 
part of the roo1n \vhich is oppofite the 
fire, is the kitchen ; that which is be
hind the chimney, ferves the people to 
fleep, and receive {hangers in. Sometimes 
there is an iron itove behind the chimney. 

September the 13th. NEAR Champl~in, 
v;hich is a place about five Frenc!t miles 
froin 1rois Rivieres, the fi:eep hills near 
the river confifl: of a yellow, and fome
tin1eS ockre-coloured fandy earth, in which 
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a number of .finall fprings arife. The water 
in then1 is generally filled with yellow ockre, 
which is a f1gn, that thefe dry fandy fields 
contain a great quantity of the fame iron 
ore, which is dug at ?:rots R£v£eres. It is 
not conceivable from whence that number 
of fmall rivulets takes their rife, the ground 
above being flat, and exceeding dry in 
fummer. The lands near the river are 
cultivated for about an Englijh mile into 
the country; but behind them .tl1ere are 
thick forefts, and low grounds. The woods, 
which collect a quantity of moifiure, and 
prevent the evaporation of the water, force 
it to rnake its way under ground to the 
river. The !hares of the river are here 
covered with a great deal of black uon
fand. 

TowARDS evening we arrived at Trois 
Rirz:£eres, ' here we fiaid no longer, than 
was neceifary to deliver the letters, 1.-vhich 
\ve brought with us from fj(gebec. After 
that we went a French mile higher up, be
fore we took our night's lodging. 

THIS afternoon we faw three remark
able old peop]e. One was an old ]efuit, 
called father Jojeplt Aubery, ~bo had been 
a miffionary to the converted India1zs of 
St. Franyois. This fun1mer he ended the 
fiftieth year of his mifiion. He: therefore 
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returned to ~ebec, to renew his vows 
there; and he feemed to be healthy, and 
in good fpirits. The other two people 
were our landlord and his wife; be was 
above eighty years of age, and !he was not 
much younger. They had now been fifty
one years married. The year before, at 
the end of the fiftieth year of their mar
riage, they went to church together,. and 
offered up thanks to God Almighty for 
the great grace he gave them. They \Vere 
yet quite well, content, merry, and talk
ative. The old man [aid, that he was at 
~1ebec when the Englijh befieged it, in the 
year 1690, and that the bi!hop went up 
and down the fi:reets, dreiTed in his ponti
fical robes, and a fword in his hand, in 
order to recruit the fpirits of the foldiers. 

THIS old man faid, that he thought the 
winters were formerly much colder than 
they are now. There felllikewife a greater 
quantity of fnow, when he was young. 
He could remember the tin1e when pum
pions, cucumbers> &c. were killed by the 
froft about mid-fummer, and he affured 
n1e, that the fummers vrere warn1er now 
than they ufed to be formerly. About 
thirty and fome odd years ago, there was 
fuch a fevere winter in Canada, that the 
fro!l: killed many birds; but the old man 

could 
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could not remember the particular year. 
Every body allowed, that the fummers in 
I 7 48, and 17 49, had been warmer in Ca
nada than they have been many years ago. 

THE foil is reckoned pretty fertile; and 
wheat yields nine or ten grains from one. 
But when this old man was a boy, and the 
country was new and rich every where, 
they could get twenty, or four-and-twenty, 
grains from one. They fow but little rye 
here; nor do they fow much barley, except 
for the ufe of cattle. They complain, 
however, that when they have a bad crop, 
they are obliged to bake bread of barley. 

September the t 4th. Tnis tnorning we 
got up early, and purfued our journey. 
After we had gone about two French mile~, 
we got into lake St. Pierre, which we 
cro.lfed. Many plants, which are comrnon 
in our Swedijh lakes, fwim at the top of 
this water. This lake is faid to be covered 
every winter with fuch firong ice, that a 
hundred loaded horfes could go over it to
gether with fafety. 

A CRA \V·FISH, or river lobfier, fame
what like a crab, but quite minute, about 
two geometrical lines long, and broad in 
proportion, was frequently drawn up by us 
with the aquatic weeds. lts colour is a 
pale greeni{h white. 

' R 2 TH. 
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THE cordated Pontederia *grows p1enti ... 
ful on the fides of a long and narrow canal 
of water, in the places frequented by our 
water-lilies t· A great number of hogs 
wade far into this kind of itrait, and feme
times duck the greateft part of their bodies 

· under water, in order to get at the roots,. 
which they are very fond of. 

As foon as we were got through lake St. 
Pierre, the face of the country was entirely 
changed, and became as agreeable as could 
be wilhed. ·The ifles, and the land on 
both fides of us, looked like the prettie!l: 
pleafure-gardens ; and this continued till 
near Montreal. 

NEAR every farm on the river-fide there 
are fome boats, hollowed out of the trunks 
of fingle trees, but commonly neat and 
well 1nade, having tb~ proper fhape of 
boats. In one fingle place I faw a boat 
made of the bark of trees. 

September the I sth. WE continued our 
journ~y early this morning. On account 
of the firength of the river, which came 
down againft u~, we were fometimes obliged 
to let the ro\vers go on !bore, and draw the 
boat. 

'*' Pontedtria cordata Linn. 
t Nymph4tZ. 
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AT four o'clock in the evening we ar
·rived at Montreal; and our voyage was 
reckoned a happy one, becaufe the vio
lence of the river flowing againll: us all the 
way, and the changeablenefs of the winds, 
commonly protraCt it to two weeks. 

September the 19th. SEvERAL people 
here in town have got the French vines, 
and planted them in their gardens. They 
have two kinds of grapes, one of a pale 
green, or aln1oft white; the other, of a 
reddifh brown colour. From the white 
ones they fay, white wine is made; and 
from the red ones, red wine. The cold in 
winter obliges them to put dung round the 
roots of the vines, without which they 
would be killed by the frofi. The grapes 
began to be ripe in thefe days; the white 
ones arc a little fooner ripe than the red 
ones. They make no wine of them here, 
becaufe it is not worth vvhile; but they are 
ferved up at deferts. They fay thefe grapes 
do not grow fo big here as in France. 

W A TER-MEI.ONS * are cultivated in 
great plenty in the Englijh and French Ame
rican colonies; and there is hardly a pea
fant here, who has not a field planted \Vith 
them. They are chiefly cultivated in the 

• Cucurbita citrullus Linn. 
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neighbourhood of towns ; and they ~.re 
very rare in the north part of Canada. The 
Indians plant great quantities of water-me
lons at prefent ; but \vhether they have 
rlone it of old is not eafily determined. For 
an old On£doe Indian (of the fix lroqueft 
nations) affured me, that the Indians did 
110t know water-melons before the Euro
peans came into the country, and commu
nicated them to the Indt'ans. The French, 
on the other hand, have affured me, that 
the Illinois Indians have had abundance of 
this fruit, when the French firft came to 
them ; and that they declare, they had 
planted them fince times immemorial. 
However, I do not remember having read 
that the Europeans, who firfi: came to North
America, mention the water-melons, in 
fpeaking of the di{hes of the Indians at 
that time- Ho\v great the fumn1er heat is 
in thofe parts of Am.erica which I have 
paifed through, can eafily be conceived, 
when one confiders, that in all thofe places, 
they never fow water-melons in hot-beds, 
but in the open fields in fpring, without fo 
much as covering them, and they ripen in 
tin1e. Here are two fpecies of them, viz. 
one \\ ith a red pulp, and one with a white 
one. The firft is tnore common to the 
~outhward, \vith the Illinois, and in the 
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Englifo colonies ; the lafi: is more abundant 
in Canada. The feeds are fown in fpring, 
after the cold is entirely gone off, in a good 
rich ground, at fame difi:ance from each 
other; becaufe their fialks fpread far, and 
require much room, if they !hall be very 
fruitful. They were now ripe at Montreal; 
but in the Englijb colonies they ripen in 
July and Augufl. They common1y require 
lefs titne to ripen in, than the common' 
melons. Thofe in the Englijh colonies are 
comn1only fweeter, and more agreeable, 
than the Canada ones. Does the greater 
heat contribute any thing towards making 
then1 tnore palatable ? Thofe in the pro
vince of New-York are, however, reckoned 
the beil:. 

THE water-melons are very juicy; and 
the juice is mixed with a cooling pulp, 
·which is very good in the hot fumo1er-fea
.fon. Nobody in Canada, in Albany, and 
in other parts of New-York, could produce 
an exarnple, that the eating of water-nle
lons in great quantities had hurt any body; 
.and there are exa1nples even of fick perfons 
eating them without any danger. Further 
to the fouth, the frequent ufe of them it 
is thought brings on intermitting fevers, 
and other bad difiempers, efpecially in fuch 
people as are lefs nfed to them. M any 
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Frenchmen affured rne, that when people 
born in Canada came to the Illino£s, and eat 
feveral times of the water·melons of that 
part, they immediately got a fever; and 
therefore the 1/lz'nois advife the French not to 
eat of a fruit fo dangerous to them. They 
themfelves are fubject to be attacked by fe
vers, if they cool their fio .achs too often 
with water-melons. In Ca1:ada they keep 
them in a roon1, which is a little heated ; 
by \Vhich means they will keep frefh two 
1nonths after they are ripe ; but care muft 
be taken, that tne frofi: fpoi] them not. In 
the Englijh plantations they likewife keep 
them ffeih in dry cellars, during part of 
the winter. They aifured me that they 
keep better when they are carefully broke 
off from the fialk, and aftenvards burnt 
\Vith a red-hot iron, jn the place where the 
fialk was fafiened. In this manner theY. 
may be eaten at Chrijlmas, and after. In 
Perifylvartia, where they have a dry fandy 
earth, they make a hole in the ground, put 
the water-melons carefully into it with 
their ftalks, by which tneans they keep 
very fret'h during a great part of winter. 
F e\V people, however, take this trouble 
with th \Vater-melons ; becaufe they be
ing very cooling, and the winter being very 
cold too, it feen1s to be l~;fs neceflary to 
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eep then1 for eating in that feafon, ·which 
is already very cold. They are of opinion 
in thefe parts, that cucumbers cool more 
than water-melons. The latter are very 
firongly diuretic. The Iroquife call them 
Onoheflrakatee. 

GouRDS of feveral kinds, oblong, round, 
flat or compreffed, crook-necked, fn1a1l, &c. 
are planted in all the Englijh and French 
colonies. In Canada, they fill the chief 
part of the farmers kitchen-gardens, though 
the onions came very near up with them. 
Each farmer in the Englijh plantations, ha-
a large field planted with gourds, and the 
Gernzans, Swedes, Dutclz, and other Euro-
peans, fettled in their colonies, plant them. 
Gourds are a confiderable part of the Ind£an 
food ; however, they pla t more fquafhes 
th an common gourds. They declare, that 
th ey have had gou ds long before the Euro
peans difcovered Amer£ca; which feems to 
be confi rmed by the accounts of the firft 
Europeans that catne into thefe parts, who 
men i ed gourds as comrnon food among 
th lndz'ans. The French here call them 
cttrouz'lles, and the Englijh in the colonies, 
pumpkins. 'I'hey are planteJ in fpring, when 

hey ave nothing to fear from the froft, 
in an enclofed field, and a good rich foil. 
They are 1ikewife frequently put into old 
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hot·beds. In Canada, they ripen towards 
the beginning of September, but further 
fouthward they are ripe at the end of July. 
As foon as the cold weather con1mences, they 
take off all the pumpions that remain on the 
ftalk, whether ripe or not, and fpread thern on 
the Boor, in a part of the houfe, where the un
ripe ones grow perfeClly ripe, if they are not 
laid one upon the other. This is done 
round Montreal in the middle of September; 
but in Penfylvauia, I have feen fame in the 
fields on the 19th of OClober. They keep 
frefh for feveral months, and even through
out the winter, if they be well fecured in 
dry cellars (for in damp ones they rot very 
foon) \V here the cold cannot come in, or, 
which is frill better, in dry rooms which 
are heated now and then, to prevent the 
cold from damaging the fruit. 

PuMPIONS are prepared for eating in va
rious 'vavs. The Indians boil thern whole, 
or roafi them in aG1es, and eat then1 then, 
or go to fell them thus prepared in ihe 
towns, and they have, indeed, a very fine 
flavour, when roafied. The Frenclz and 
Englijh flice them, and put the flices before 
the fire to roafi; when they are roafted, they 
generally put fugar on the pulp. Another 
\vay of roail:ing them, is to cut them through 
the middle, take out all the ieeds, put the 
halves together again, and roafi them in an 
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'en. \Vhen they are quite roafied, fotnc: 
butter is put in, whiHt they are warm, 
which being in1bibed into the pulp, renders 
it very palatable. They often boil purr pions 
in water, and afterwards eat them, either 
alone or \Vith flelh. Some Inake a thin. 
kind of pottage of them, by boiling them 
in water, and afterwards macerating the 
pulp. This is again boiled with a little of 
the water, and a good deal of milk, and 
{tirred about whiH1: it is boiling. Some
times the pulp is fi:amped and kneaded into 
dough, with maize flour or other flour; 
of this they make cakes. Some m~ke pud
dings and tarts of gourds. The Indians, in 
order to preferve the pun1pions for a very 
long time, cut them in long flices, which 
they fafien or twifi together, and dry them 
either by the fun, or by the fire in a roorn. 
When they are thus dried, they will keep 
for years together, and when boiled, they 
tafie very well. The Indians prepare them 
thus at home and on their journies, and from 
thetn the EuropeaJZs have adopted this me
thod. Sometimes they do not take the time 
to boil it, but eat it dry with hung beef, or 
other flelh; and "I own they are eatable in 
that ftate, and very welcome to a hungry 
fiomach. They fometimes preferve them 
jn the following n1anner at Montreal: They 
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cut a pumpion in four pieces, peal them, 
and take the feeds out of them. The pulp 
is put in a pot with boiling water, in which 
it mufi: boil frorn four to fix minutes. It is 
then put into a cullender, and left in it till 
the next day, that the water may run off. 
'iVhen it is mixed with cloves, cinnamon, 
and fome lemon peel, preferved in fyrup, 
and there n1ufi: be an equal quantity of fy
rup and of the pulp. After which it is 
boiled together, till the fyrup is entirely im
bibed, and the white colour of the pulp is 
quite lofi. 

September the 2oth. THE corn of this 
vear's harveft in Canada, was reckoned the 
,/ 

finefi: they had ever had. In the province of 
New-York, on the contrary, the crop was 
very poor. The autumn was very fine this 
year in Canada. 

September the 22d. THE French in Ca
nada carry on a great trade with the Indians; 
and though it was formerly the only trade 
of this extenfive country, yet its inhabi
tants were confiderably enriched by it. At 
prefent, they have befides the Indian goods, 
feveral other articles which are exported 
from hence. The India1u in this neighbour
hood, who go hunting in winter like the 
other Indians nations, cotnmon1y bring their 
furs and fkins to fale in the neighbouring 
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Frenclt towns ; however this is not fuffici
ent. The Indians who live at a greater di
ftance, never coine to Canada at all ; and, 
left they lhould bring their goods to the 
Englijh, as the Eng!ijh go to them, the 
French are obliged to undertake journies, 
and purchafe the Indian goods in the coun
try of the Indians. This trade is chiefly 
carried on at Montreal, and a great number 
of young and old men every year, under
take long and troublefotne voyages for that 
purpofe, carrying with them fuch goods as 
they know the Indians like, and are in want 
of. It is not neceffary to take money on 
fuch a journey, as the Indians do not value 
it; and indeed I think the French, \vho go 
on thefe journies, fcarce ever take a fol or 
penny with them. 

I WILL now enumerate the chief goods 
which the French carry with them for this 
trade, and which have a good run among 
the Indians. 

Mujkets, Powder, Shot, and Balls. The 
Europeans have taught the Indians in their 
neighbourhood the ufe of fire-arms, and 
they have laid afide their bows and arrows~ 
which were fonnerly their only armc:, and 
make ufe of mu1kets. If the Europeans 
lhould now refufe to fupply the lndiaJJ. with 
mufkets, they would be fiarved to dea'"h; 
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as almofl: all their food coniifts of the fleih 
of the animals, which they hunt; or they 
would be irritated to fuch a degree as to at .. 
tack the Europeans. The Indians have hi
therto never tried to n1ake rr1uskets or fimi
lar fire-arms ; and their great indolence 
does not even allow them to mend thofe 
muskets which they have got. They leave 
this entirely to the Europeans. As the Eu
ropeans came into 1\Tortlz-America, they were 
very careful not to give the Indians any fire
arms. But in the wars between the French 
and Englijh, each party gave their lJZdian 
allies fire-arms, in order to weaken the 
force of tne enemy. The Frenclz lay the 
blame upon the Dutch fettlers in Albany, 
·faying, that they began, in 1642, to give 
their Indians fire-arms, and taught them 
the ufe of them, in order to weaken the 
French. The inhabitants of Albany, on 
the contrary, affert, that the French 6.rft 
introduced this cufiom, as they would have 
been too weak to refifi the combined force 
oF the Dutch and Englijh in the colonies. 
Be this as it will, it is certain that the In
dians buy mufkets from the Europeans, and 
know at prefent better how to make ufe of 
them, than fome of their teachers. It is 
likewife certain, that the Europeans gain 
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confiderably by their trade 111 muikets and 
ammunition. 

Pieces of white cloth, or of a coarfi un
cut cloth. The Indians confl:antly wear 
fuch pieces of cloth, wrapping them round 
their bodies. Sometimes they hang them 
over their !boulders; in warm weather, 
they fafien them round the middle; and in 
cold weather, they put them over the head. 
Both their men and women wear thefe 
pieces of cloth, which have commonly fe
veral blue or red firipes on the edge. 

Blue or red clotiL. Of this the Indian 
\.Vomen make their petticoats, \vhich reach 
only to their knees. They generally chufe 
the blue colour. 

Shirts and Jhifts if linen. As foon as an 
Indian fellow, or. o"ne of their \Vomen, have 
put on a lhirt, they never walh it, or {hip 
1 t off, till it is entire 1 y torn in pieces • 

. Pieces qf cloth, which they vvrap ·round 
their legs infiead of fl:ockings, like the 
RtJ!ians. 

Hatchets, knives, fillfars, needles, and a 
flee! to Jlrike fire -zoitlz. Thefe inftruments 
are now comn1on among the Indz"ans. They 
all take thefe infiru men ts from the Europe
ans, and reckon the hatchets and knives 
much better, than thofe \vhich they for-. 
merly made of fiones and bones. The 
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fl:one hatchets of the ancient Indians are 
very rare in Canada. 

Kettles if copper or brafs, fometimes tin
ned in the in fide. In thefe the Indians no\v 
boil all their meat, and they have a very areat 
run with them. They formerly mad~ ufe 
of earthen or wooden pots, into which they 
poured water, or whatever elfe they \Vanted 
to boil, and threw in red hot fiones to make 
it boiL They do not \Van t iron boilers, be
caufe they cannot be eafily carried on their 
continual journies, and would not bear fuch 
falls and knocks as their kettles are fubjeet 
to. 

Ear-rings of dijjerentjizes, commonly of 
bra{s, and fometimes of tin. They are 
worn by both men and women, though the 
ufe of them is not general. 

Vermillion. With this they paint their 
face, lhirt, and feveral parts of the body. 
They formerly made ufe of a reddiili earth, 
"\vhich is to be found in the country; but, 
as the Europeans brought them vermillion, 

· they thought nothing was comparable to it in 
colour. Many pcrfons have told me, th:1t 
they had heard their fathers mention, that 
the firH .t -renchmen who came over here, got 
a great heap of furs fron1 the India77s, for 
three times as much ci1~nabar as would ly on 
the tip of a knife. · 
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l/erd1"grea.Je, to paint their faces green. 
For the black colour, they make ufe of the 
foot at the bottom of their kettles, and daub 
their whole face with it. 

Looking g!ajjes. The Indians are very 
. much pleafed with them, and make ufe of 

them chiefly when they want to paint them
felves. The n1en confl:an·Iy carry their 
loot· ·ng glat1es with them on all their jour-
nies ; but the women do not. The men, 
upon the whole, are n1ore fond of drefi1ng 
thaG the women. 

Burning glajfes. Thefe are excellent 
pieces of furniture in the opinion of the In
dians; becaufe they ferve to light the pipe 
without any trouble, which an indolent In
di-:ln is very fond of. 

'Tobacco is bought by the northern Indians, 
in whofe country it vvill not grow. The 
fouthern Indians always plant as much of it 
as they want for their own confumption. 
Tobacco has a great run amongtl: the nor
thern Indians, and it has been obferved, that 
the further they live to the northward, the 
n1ore they fmoke of tobacco. 

l17ampu1n, or, as they are here called, 
porcelanes. They are made of a particuiar 
kind of lhells, and turned into little lhort 
cylindrical beads, and ferve the Indians for 
money and ornament. 
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Glafs beads, of a fmall fize, and white 
or other colours. The Indian women know 
how to failen them in their ribbands, 
pouches, and clothes. 

Brc!fs and flee! wire, for feveral kinds of 
work. 

Brandy, which the Indians value above a!l 
other goods that can be brought them; nor 
have they any thing, though ever fo dear to 
them, which they \vould not give away for 
this liquor. But, on account of the many 
irregularities which are caufed by the ufe of 
brandy, the fale of it hZls been prohibited 
under fevere penalties; however, they do 
not always pay an implicit obedience to this 
order. 

THESE are the chief goods which the 
Frenclz carry to the Indians, and they have 
a good run among them. 

THE goods which t:'1ey bring back from 
the lJZdiaJZs, confift entirely in furs. The 
French get them 1n exchange for their goods, 
together with all the neceifary provifions 
they want on the journey. The furs are of 
two kinds ; the beft are the nor
thern ones, and the worft fort thofe from 
the fouth. 

N the northern part~ of America there 
are chiefly t 1e following ikins of animals : 

bears, ' 
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beavers, elks*, rein-deerf, wolf-lynxest, and 
n1artens. They fometimcs get n1artens 
tkins from the fouth, but they are red, and 
good .f!Jr little. Pichozt du Nr;rd is per baps 
the animal \-V hi the Englijh, near Hudjon's 
bay, call the rwolverene. To the northern 
furs belong the bears, which are but few, 
and foxes, which are not very numerous; 
and generaily black ; and feveral other 
Ikins. 

TnE !kins of the fouthern parts are 
chiefly taken from the following an·mals: 
wild cattle, il:ags, roebucks, otters, Pichou.v 
du Sud, of \vhich P. Charlevu£x n1a.·es rncr.
tion §, and are probably a fpec · es of cat
lynx, or perhaps a kind of panther; foxes 
of various kinds, raccoons, cat- ynxes, and 
feveral others. 

IT is inconceivable vbat hard(hips the 
people in Canada muft undergo on their 
journies. Sometin1es they mu1c carry their 
goods a great way by land; frequently they 
are abufed by the lnd£ans, and iornetirnes 
they are killed by them. They often fuffer 
hunger, thidl:, ,1eat, and cold, and are bjt 
by gnats, and expofed to the bites of poi-

* Orignacs. 
t Cariboux. 
t Loup cerviers. 
~In his Hill:. de la Nouv. France, Tern. V. p. 158. 
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fonous fnakes, and other dangerous animals 
and infed:s. Thefe defl:roy a great part of 
the youth in Canada, and prevent the 
people from growing old. By this means, 
however, they become fuch brave foldiers, 
and fo inured to fatigue, that none of them 
fear danger or hardiliips. Many of them 
fettle among the Indians far from Canada, 
marry Indian women, and never come back 
agatn. 

The prices of the skins in Canada, in the 
year 1749, were communicated to me by 
M. de Couagne, a merchant at Montreal, 
with whom I lodged. They were as fol
lows: 

GREAT and middle fized bear skins, 
cofl: five livres. 

SKINS of young bears, fifty fols. 
----lynxs, 25 fols. 
--- pichoux dufud, 35 fols. 
--- foxes from the fouthern parts, 

3 5 fols. 
-- otters, 5 livres. 
---- raccoons, 5 livres. 
---martens, 45 fols. 
--- wo!f-lynxes *, 4 livres • 
.;...__ __ wolves, 40 fols. 
---- carcajoux, an animal which 

I do not know, 5 livres. 

'¥' Loups cerviers. 
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SKINS of ruifons, a kind of martens, 

which live in the water, 2 5 fols. 
RAw fkins of elks*, 1 o livres. . 
-----flags t. 
BAD fkins of elks and .flags t, 3 livres. 
SKINS of roebucks, 25, or 30 fols. 
----red foxes, 3 livres. 
--- beavers, 3 livres. 

I WILL now infert a lift of all the diffe
rent kinds of .lkins, which are to be got in 
Canada, and which are fent from thence to 
Europe. I got it from one of the greatefi 
merchants in Montreal. They are as fol
lows: 

Prepared roebuck fkins, chevreuils paj[ls. 
Unprepared ditto, chevreuz"ls verts. 
Tanned ditto, chevreuils tanes. 
Bears, ours. 
Young bears, ourfons. 
Otters, loutres. 
Pecans. 
Cats, chats. 
Wolves, loup de bois. 
Lynxes, loups cerviers. 
North pichoux, pichoux du nort(. 

• Originacs verts. 
t Cerfs verts. 
f Originacs et cerfs paffes. 

s 3 Soutl~ 
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South picli--.)ux, pie/ oux du fzld. 
Red foxe ·, renards rouges. 
Crofs foxes, renards croijfs. 
Black foxes, renards noirs. 
Grey foxes, rena~rds argent /s. 
~outhern, or J7irginian foxes, renards du 

Jud ou de Virginie. 
White foxes, from Tadoujjac, renar.ds 

blancs de Tadouffac. 
Martens, martres. 
l/ifons, or foutreaux. 
Black fquirrels, ecureuils noirs. 
Raw fiags ikins, ce;:fs ·verts. 
Prepared ditto, cerj's paJfes. 
Raw elks !kins, ort'ginals verts. 
Prepared ditto, originals palfi!s. 
Rein-deer .lkins, cariboux. 
Raw hinds ik.ins, biches vcrts. 
Prepared aitto, biches pajjees. 
Carcajoux. 
IVIusk rats, rats mufques. 
Fat winter beavtrs, cajlors gras d'hiver. 
Ditto fummer be:.vers, ca/lors gras d'ete. 
Dry winter beavers, cajlors Jecs d'ln'ver. 
Ditto fummer beavers, u!fforsjecs d'fte. 
Old winter beavers, ca.flors vieux d'hiver. 
Ditto fumrncr beavers, caftors vieux d'fte. 

To-DAy, I got a piece of native copper 
from the Upper Lake. They find it there 

· almoft 
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aln1o£l: quite pure; fo that it does not want 
melting over again, but is immedi~tely fit 
for working. Father Clzarlevo£x * fpeaks of 
it in his Hifiory of New-Prance. One of 
the Jefuits at Montreal, who had been at 
the place where this n1etal is got, told me, 
that it is generally found near the mouths of 
rivers, and that there are pieces of native 
copper too heavy for a fingle man to lift up. 
The Indians there fay, that they formerly 
found a piece of about feven feet long, and 
near four feet thick, all of pure copper. As 
it is always found in the ground near the 
mouths of rivers, it is probable that the ice 
or water carried it down from a mountain; 
but, notwithfianding the careful fearch that 
has been made, no place has been found, 
where the metal lies in any great quantity 
together. 

THE head or fuperior of the priefl:s of Mon
treal, gave me a piece of lead-ore to-day. 
He [aid it was taken from a place only a fe\v 
French miles from Montreal, and it confifi
ed of pretty compaCt, lhining cubes, of lead 
ore. I was told by feveral perfons here, that 
furthern1ore fouthward in the country, there 
is a place where they find a great quantity 
of this lead-ore in the gro nd. The In-

>~"See his Hifl. de la Nouv. Fr. Tom. VI. · P· 415. 
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dians near it, melt it, and make balls and 
fuot of it. I got fome pieces of it likewife, 
confifting of a iliining cubic lead-ore, with 
narrow ftripes between it, and of a white 
hard earth or clay, which effervefces with 
aqua fortis. 

I LIK.EV.fiSE received a rcddilh brown 
ea_rth to-da.y, found near the Lac de Deux 
Montagnes, or Lake of T1.vo Mountains, a 
few French miles from Montreal. It n1ay 
be eafily crumbled into duH: between the 
fingers. It is very heavy, and more fo than 
the earth of that kind genera11y is. Out
wardly, it has a kind of gloffy appearance, 
and, when it is handled by the fingers for 
fame time, they are quite as it were filver
ed over. It is, therefore, probably a kind of 
lead-earth or an earth mixed with iron
glimnler. 

THE ladies in Canada are generally of 
two kinds : fome come over from France, 
and the refi natives. The former poffefs 
the politenefs peculiar to the French na
tion; the latter may be divided into thofe 
of ~ebec and Montreal. The firft of thefe 
are equal to the French ladies in good 
breeding, having the advantage of fre
quently converfing with the French gentle
Inen and ladies, who cotne every fummer 
with the king's !hips, and fiay feveral weeks 

at 
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at ~uebec, but feldom go to Montreal. The 
ladies of this lat1: place are accufed by the 
French of partaking too much of the pride 
of the Indtans, and of being mucl1 want
ing in French good breeding. What I 
have tnentioned above of their dreffing 
their head too affiduoufly, is the cafe with 
all the ladies throughout Canada. Their 
hair is always curled, even when they are 
at home in a dirty jacket, and fhort coarfe 
petticoat, that does not reach to the rnid
dle of their legs. On thofe d1ys when 
they p:1y or receive vifits, they drds fo gayly, 
that one is alrnofl: induced to think their 
parents poiTdred the greatefi dignities in 
the fiate. The Frenchmen, who confidered 
things in their true 1iglH, corn plained very 
much that a great part of the ladies in Ca
nada had got into the pernicio'JS cufiom of 
taking too rnuch care of their drefs, and 
fquandering all their fortunes, and more, 
upon it, infi:ead of fparing fomething for 
future times. They are no lefs attentive 
to have the neweO: failiions; and they laugh 
at each other, when they are not drdfed to 
each other's fancy. But what they get as 
ne\v fafhions, are grown old, and laid afide 
in ]i'rance; for the ihips coming but once 
evtry year from thence, the people in Ca
nada confider that as the new failiion for 

the 
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the \vhole yc3r, \vhich the people on board 
brought with them, or which they impofed 
upon tbfnl as ne\v. The ladies in Canada, 
anc\ efpecially at .Z\1ontreal, are very ready 
t0 laugh at any blunders {hangers make in 
fpeaking; but they are very excufable. 
Peop1e laugh at v.-hat appears uncommon 
and ridiculous. In Canada nobody ever 
hears the French language fpoken by any 
but Frenchmen; for fhangers fddon1 come 
thither; and the Indians are naturally too 
proud to learn French, but oblige the French 
to learn their language. From hence it 
naturally follows, that the nice Canada Ja: ... 
dies cannot hear any thing uncommon with
out laughing at it. One of the firi1 quef
tions they propofe to a {hanger is, whether 
he is married ? The next, how he likes the 
ladies in the country ; and whether he 
thinks them handfomer than thofe of his 
v"vn country ? And the third, whether he 
\V ill take one horne with him ? There are 
fon1e d · fferences bet we en the ladies of §0e
bec, ~nd thofe of Mantreal; thofe of the 
lafr place feemed to he generally hand
fotner than thofe of the fanner. Their 
b~haviour likewife feemed to me to be 
fornewhat too free at fZ_uebec, and of a 
more becoming rnodefiy at Montreal. The 
ladies at §2uebec, efFecially the unmarried 
ones, are not very induil:rious. A girl of 

eighteen 
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eighteen is reckoned very poorly off, if fhe 
can not enutnerate at leafi twenty lovers. 
Thefe young ladies, e(pecia11y thofe of a 
higher rank, get up at {even, and drefs till 
nine, drinking tb eir coffee at t~e farne time. 
When they are dreffcd, they place them
felves near a \vindow that opens into the 
fireet, take up fome needle-work, and fe\v 
a fiitch no\v and then; but turn their eyes 
into the fireet mofi of the time. vVhen a 
young fellL)W comes in, whether they are 
acquainted with bitn or not, they immedi
ately lay a fide their work, fit do\v n by him, 
and begin to chat, laugh, joke, and invent 
double entendres ; and this is reckoned be
ing very witty "'i~. In this manner they fre
quently pafs the whole day, leaving their 
rnothers to do ~11 the bufineis in the houfe. 
In }([o,ztrea!, the girls are not quite fo vo
latile, but more indufirious. They are al
ways at their needle-work, or doing fame 
necefTJry bufinefs in the houfe. They are 
]ikewi(e chearful and content; and nobody 
can fay that they want either wit, or 
charms. Their fault is, that they think 
too well of then1felves. However, the 
daughters of people of all ranks, without 
exception, go to market, and carry hon1e 
what they have bought. They rife as foon, 

A1.:cir heauo;up d'ifprit. , 
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and go to bed as late, as any of the people 
in the houf:.... I have been affured, that, 
in general, their fortunes are not confider
able; which are rendered {till more fcarce by 
the number of children, and the fmall reve
nues in a houfe. The girls at 1\.fontrea! 
are very much d ifpleafed that thofe at f!<.ye
Eec get huiliands fooner than they. The 
reafon of this is, that many young gentle~ 
men \vho come over from France with the 
!hips, are captivated by the ladies at §(ge
bec, and rnarry them ; but as thefe gentle
men feldom go up to Montreal, the girls 
there are not often fo happy as thofe of the 
forn1er place. 

September the 23d. THIS n1orning I 
went to Saut att Recollet, a place three 
French miles northward of Montre{ll, to 
defcribe the plants and minerals there, and 
chiefly to colleCl feeds of various plants. 
Near the town there are farms on both 
fides of the road ; but as one advances fur
ther on, the country gro"vs wpody, and 
varies in regard to height. It is generally 
very {l:rong; and there are both pieces of 
rock-fione, and a kind of grey lirne-ftone. 
The roads are bad, and almoil: impaifable 
for chaifes. A little before I arrived at 
Saut au Recollet, the woods end, and the 
count rv is turned in to corn-fields, me a
clews, "and pail:ures. 
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ABoUT a Frenclz mile from the town are 
two lime-kilns on the road. They are built 
of a grey lime-ftone, burnt hard, and of 
pieces of rock-fione, towards the fire. The 
height of the kiln frorn top to botto1n is 
feven yards. 

THE lime-ftone which they burn here,- is 
of two kinds. One is quite black, and [o 
compaCt, that its conftituent particles can
not be difl:inguifhed, forne difperfed grains 
of white and pale grey fpar excepted. Now 
and then there are thin cracks in it filled 
with a white fmall-grained fpar. 

I HAVE never feen any petrefactions in 
this fione, though I looked very carefully 
for them. This fione is common on the 
ifle of Montreal, about ten or twenty 
inches below the upper foil. It lies in firata 
of five or ten inches thickne[s. This fione 
is faid to give the beil: lime; for, though it 
is not [o white as that of the following grey 
lime-fione, yet it makes better Inortar, and 
almofl: turns into ftone, gro-vving harder and 
more compact every day. There are exam
ples, that when they have been about to 
repair a houfe made partly of this mortar, 
the other .fiones of which the houfe confifi:s, 
fooner broke in pieces than the 1nonar it
felf. 
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THE other kind is a grey, and fornetimes a 
dark grey 1 irne- fi:one, confifi:ing of a cmnpatt 
calcareous-fl:one, mixed with grains of fpar, 
of the fame colour. vVhen broken, it has 
a ftrong fn1ell of fiink-fl:otAe. It is full of 
petrified firiated 01ells or pectinites. The 
gre~tefi part of thefe petrefaCl:ions are, 
however, on1y in1pref1ions of the hollow 
fide of the lhells. Now and then I found 
likewife petrefied pieces of the !hell itfelf; 
though I could never find the fame !bells in 
their natural fiate on the iliores; and it feems 
inconceivable how fuch a quantity of im
preffions could come together, as I ihall 
prefently mention. 

I HAVE had great pieces of this lime-ll:one, 
confifiing of little elfe than ped:inites, lying 
clofe to one another. This lime-ilone is 
found on !everal parts of the ifle, where it 
lies in horizontal firata of the thickncfs of 
:five or ten inches. This Hone yields a great 
quantity of lA'bite lin1e, but it is not fo good 
as the former, becaufe it grows damp in wet 
weather. 

F r R-wooD is reckoned the befl: for the 
lime-kilns, and the thuya wood next to it. 
The wood of the fugar-maple, and o· her 
trees of a Gmilar nature, are not fit for it, 
becaufe they leave a great quantity of 
coals. 

4 GREY 
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GREY pieces of rock-ftone are to be fcen 
in the \voods and fields hereabouts. 

THE lea ·es of feveral trees and plants be
gan now to g ' t a pale hue; efpecially thofe 
of the red rnaple, the frnooth fumach *, 
the Polygonum jagittatum, L 1 NN. and fc
veral of the ferns. 

A GREAT cro~ is erected on the road, 
and the boy who il1ewed me the wood, told 
n1e that a perfon was buried there, who had 
wrought great miracles. 

AT noon I arrived at Saut azt Rrcollct , 
which is a little place, fituated on a branch 
of the river St. Lawrence, which fio~'S 
with a violent current between the iiles of 
Montreal and Jifus. It has get its name 
from an accident which happened to a re
collet friar, called 1.Vicolas Veil, in the ye.1r 
1625. He \Vent into a boat t.vith a convert
ed Indian, and fon1e Indians of the nation of 
Hurons, in order to go to f?(_uebec; but, on 
going over this place in the river, the boat 
overfet, and both the friar and his profe1yte 
were drowned. The /;:dians (who have 
been fufpected of occaiioning the overfet
ting of the boat) f.vam to the fhore, faved 
what they could of the friars effeCl:s, and 
kept them. 

~ Rb:u glalwum. Linn. 
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THE country bere~bouts is full of fiones, 
and they have but lately began to cultivate 
it ; for ~n the old people could remember 
the places cov"'red with tall woods, which 
are no"v turned i;~to corn-fields, meadows, 
and p::fl:ures. The priells fay, that this 
place was forn1erly inhabited by iome con
verted Hurons. Thefe Indians lived on a 
highmount~in,at a little difl:ance from Mont
real, when tbe Frenc!z fidl: arrived here, and 
the latter perfuaded them to fell that land. 
They did fo, and fettled here at Saut au Re. 
collet, and the church which fii11 remains 
l1ere, was built for thetn, and they have at
tended divine ferv ice in it for tnany years. 
As the Frt:nch began to increafe on the ifle 
of Montreal, they wi{hed to have it entire
ly to themfelves, and perfuaded the Indians 
again to fdl then1 this fpot, and go to ano
ther. The French have iince prevailed up
on the Indians ( wh01n they did not like to 
hc1\1e amongfl: thern, becaufe of their drunk
ennefs, and rambling idle life) to leave this 
place again, and go to fettle at the lake des 
Deux Montagnes, where they are at prefent, 
and have a fine church of fione. Their 
church at Saut au Recollet is of wood, looks 
very old and ruinous, though its in Gde is 
pretty good, and is made ufe of by the 
Frenc/unen in this place. They have al-

ready 
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ready brought a quantity of ftones hither, 
and intend building a new church very foon. 
The botanical ob{ervations 'vhich 1 n1ade 
during thefe days, I fuall referve for ano
ther publication. 

THoUGH there Had been no · rain for fame 
days paft, yet the moifture in the air was fo 
great, that as I fpread . fame papers on the 
ground this afternoon, in a iliady place, in
tending to put the feeds I colleCted into 
them, they were fo wet in a few minutes 
time, as to be reqdered quite ufelefs. The 
whole 1ky was very clear and bright, and 
the heat as intolerable as in the middle· of 
July. 

ONE half of the corn-fields are left fal
low alternately. The fallow grounds are 
never ploughed in fummer; fo the cattle 
can feed upon the weeds that gro\v on them. 
All the corn made ufe of here is fumtner 
corn, as I have before obfcrved. Some 
plough the fallow grounds late in auturnn ; 
others defer that bufinefs till fpring; but 
the firft way is faid to give a tnuch better 
crop. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats are har .... 
rowed, but peafe are ploughed under ground. 
They fow COinmonly about the I sth of A
pril, and begin with the peafe. Among 

· the many kinds of peafe \Vhich are to be 
got here, they prefer the green ones to all 
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others for (owing. They require a high, dry, 
poor ground, mixed with coarfe fand. The 
ha"'veft time commences about the end, and 
fometimes in the middle of Augujl. Wheat 
returns generally fifteen, and fometimes 
tvventy fold ; oats from fifteen to thirty 
fold. The crop of peafe is fometimes for
ty fold, but at other times only ten fold,; 
for they are very different. The plough 
and harro\v are the only inftruments of 
hulbandry they have, and thofe none of the 
befi: fort neither. The manure is carried 
upon the fallow grounds in fpring. The 
foil confifis of a grey fiony earth, mixed 
with day and fand. They fow no more 
barley than is neceffary for the cattle; for 
they make no malt here. They fow . a 
good deal of oats, but merely for the hor
ies and other cattle. Nobody knows here 
how to make ufe of the leaves of deciduous 
trees as a food for the cattle, though the 
forefis are furnifi1ed with no other than trees 
of that kind, and though the people are 
commonly forced to feed their cattle at 
hon1e during five months. 

I HAvE already repeatedly mentioned, 
that a1mofi all the wheat which is fown in 
Canada is fummer wheat, that is fuch as is 
fown in fpring. Near !!l.gebec it fometimes 
happens, when the fummer is lefs wann, or 

4 the 
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the fpring later than common, that a great 
part of the wheat does not ripen perfeCtly 
before the cold commences. I have been 
afTured that torrie people, \vho live on the 
ljle de Jifus, [ow wheat in autumn, which 
is better, finer, and gives a more plentiful 
crop, than the fummer wheat; but it does 
not ripen above a week before the other 
wheat. 

September the 2 stl:. iN feveral places 
il ereabouts, they encloie the fields with a 
il:one fence, inftead of wooden pales. The 
plenty of ftohes which are to be got here, 
render the labour very trifling. 

HERE are abundance of beech trees in 
the woods, ahd they now had ripe feeds. 
The people in Canada co1lect then1 in au
tumn, dry them, and keep hetn till winte r. 
when they eat thcn1, infl:ead of walnuts and 
hazel nuts ; find I am told . they tafie very 
well. 

THERE is a fait fpring, as the priefi of 
this place inforn1ed me, feven French miles 
frotn hehce, near the river d' .A./fomption; of 
wh~ch during the war, they have made a fine 
white fait. The water isfaid to be very briny. 

SoME kinds of fruit-trees fucceed very 
well near Montreal, and I had here an op
portunity of feeing fome very fine pears and 
apples of various forts. Near ~ebec the 

T 2 pear-



September 1749. 

pear-trees will not fucceed, becaufe the win
ter is too fevere for them ; and fotnetimes 
they are killed by the froft in the neigh
bourhood of Montreal. Plum-trees of fe
veral forts were firft brought over from 
France, fucceed very well, and withfiand 
the rigours of winter. Three varieties of 
America walnut-trees grow in the woods; 
but the walnut-trees brought over from 
F'rance die almofi every year down to the 
very root, bringing forth new ilioots in 
fpring. Peach-trees cannot well agree with 
this climate ; a few bear the cold, but, for 
greater fafety, they arc obliged to put £haw 
round them. Chefnut- trees, n1ul berry-trees, 

·and the like, have never yet been planted in 
Canada. 

THE \Vhole cultivated part of Canada 
has been given away by the king to the 
dergy, and fo1ne noblemen ; but all the 
uncultivated parts belong to him, as like
\vife the place on which !f.gebec and 'Trois 
Rivieres are built. The ground on which 
the town of ll1ontreal is built, together 
with the. whole ifle of that name, belongs 
to the priefis of the order of St. Sulpicius, 
who live at Montreal. They have given 
the land in tenure to farmers and others 
who \Vere willing to fettle on it, in fo much 
that t~ey have more upon their hands at 

prefent 
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prefent. The firfi fettlers paid a trifling 
rent for their land; for frequently the \Vhole 
leafe for a piece of ground, three arpens 
broad and thirty long, confifi:s in a couple 
of chicken; and fome pay twenty, thirty, 
or forty fols for a piece of land of the fame 
fize. But thofe \vho came later, mufi: pay 
near t \VO ecus (crowns) for fuch a piece of 
land, and thus the land-rent is very unequal 
throughout the country. The revenues of 
the bi{hop of Canada do not arife from any 
landed property. The churches are built 
at the expence of the congregations. The 
inhabitants of Canada do not yet ply any 
taxes to the king; and he has no other re
venues from it, than thofe which arife from 
the cufiom-houfe. 

THE priefis of Montreal have a mill here, 
where they take the fourth part of all that 
is ground. However the miller receive~ a 
third part of this lhare. In other lace 
he gets the half of ir. The prie s fame
times Ieafe the mill for a cer in i! m. Be
fides them nobodv is a1Iowe to r Cl: a ill 
on the ifle of M;ntreal, they havi g referv
ed that right to then)felves. In he agree
ment drawn up between the priefis anr1 ·he 
inhabitants of the 'fie, the latter are a· rs
ed to get all their corn ground in the Llil1s 
of the former. 

T3 THEY 
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THEY boil a good deal of fugar in Cana-. 
da of the juice running out of the incifions 
in the fugar-~aple, the red tnaple, and the 
fugar- birch; but that of the ~rft tree is 
n1oft con1monly made ufe of. The way 
of preparing it has been rnore minutely de~ 
fcribed by n1e, in the ~emoirs of the Roya~ 
Swedijh Academy of Sciences*. 

September the 26th. EARLY this mor
ning· I returned to Montreal. Every thing 
began'now t'o look like autumn. The leaves of 
the trees were pale or reddiih, and moft of 
the plants ha·d loft their flowers. Thof~ 
which frill preferved them were the follow-
ing t ~ · · ·· · 

Several forts of afters, both blue an:~ 
)Vhite .. 

Golden rods of various kinds. 
ton1mon milfoi~. . .. . 
Cornmon felf-heal. 
The crifped thiftle~ 
The biennial oenothera. 
The rough-leaved fun-flowe1;, with t6-:-

fol iated leaves. · · · 
The Canada violet. 

• See the Volume for the year 175 I, p. 143, C::fc. 
t Ajhres. Solidagines. .Achillea millefolium. Pruncl.'a. 

1:;ulgariJ. Carduus crifpus. Oe~otbera bien~is. Rudbeckta 
1rilo6a. Yiola_Cmradmjis. Genrzana Sapo!lana. 

' . 
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A fpecies of gentian. 
WILD vines are abundant in the woods 

hereabouts, climbing up very high trees. 
I HAVE made enquiry among the French, 

who travel far into the country, concern-
' ning the food of the Indians. Thofe who 

live far north, I am told, cannot plant any 
thing, on account of the great degree of 
cold. They have, therefore, no bread, and 
do not live on vegetables; flelh and filh is 
their only food, and chiefly the flelh of bea
vers, bears, rein-deer, elks, hares, and feve
ral kinds of birds. Thofe Indians who live 
far fouthward, eat the following things. Of 
vegetables they plant maize, wild kidney 
beans* of feveral kinds, purn pions of diffe .. 
rent forts, Jquajhes, a kind of gourds, water
melons and melons t. All thefe plants have 
been cultivated by the Indians, long before 
the arrival of the Europeans. They like
wife eat various fruits which grow in their 
woods. Filh and flelh make a very great 
part of their food. And they chiefly like 
t;be flelh of wild cattle, roe-bucks, flags, 
bears, beavers, and fome other quadrupeds. 
Among their dainty dilhes, they reckon the 
11Jafer-taregrafi :::, which the FrtJtch call 

• Phafioli. 
t Cucumis melo, Linn. 

, t Zixani~ atjtlalira, Linn. 

T4 
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folie avoine, and which grows in plenty in 
their lakes, in ftagnant \Vaters, and fon1e
tin1es in rivers which flow fiowly. They 
gather its feeds in OCiober, and prepare them 
in different ways, and chiefly as groats, which 
tafte almoft as well as rice. They, make 
likewife many a delicious meal of the fe .. 
veral kinds of walnuts, chefnuts, mulber
ries, acimine *, chinquapins t, hazel-nuts, 
peaches, wil prunes, grapes, whortle-ber
ries of feveral forts, variot s kinds of med
lars, black-berries, and other fruit and roots. 
But the fpecies of corn fa common in what 
is called the old world, \lvere entirely un ... 
known here before the arrival of the Euro
peans ; nor do the Indians at prefent ever 
attempt to culti ·ate them, though they fee 
the ufe w hi eh the Europeans make of the 
culture of then1, and though they are fond 
of eating the diilies which are prepared of 
the1n. 

Septemherthe 27th. BE:.\ v£RS are abundant 
aU over North-America,and they areoneofthe 
chief articfes of the trade in Canada. The Indi
aJzs live upon their fldh during a great part 
of the year. It is certain that thefe animals 
,:nl:lltiply v.ery faft ~ b~t ~t is no le(s fo7 that 

• Am.o11a muricata, Linn. t F agus pumila, Linn. 
·, . 
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va!t numbers of them are annuaiiy killed, 
and that the Indians are obliged at prefent 
to undertake diftant journies, in order to 
catch or ihoot them. Their decreaGng in 
number is very eafily accounted for; b caufe 
the Indians, before the arrival of the Euro-
peans, only caught as many as they found 
nece.!fary to clothe themfelves with, there 
being then no trade with the ikins. At 
prefent a number of iliips go annually to 
Europe, laden chiefly with beavers fkins; 
the Englijh and Frenclz endeavour to outdo 
each other, by paying the Indians v ... I or 
them, and this encourages the latter to ex
tirpate thefe animals. All the people in 
Canada told me, that when they were young, 
all the rivers in the neighbourhood 0f Mont
real, the river St. Lawrence not xcepted, 
were full of beavers and their d kes ; but 
at prefent -they are fo far extirpated, that one 
is obliged to go feveral miles up the country 
before one can meet with one. I have al
ready remarked above, that the beaver fkins 
from the north, are better than thofe from 
the fouth. 

BEAVER-FLESH is eaten not only by the 
Indians, but likewife by the Europeans, 
and efpecially the French, on their tafting 
days; for his holinefs, in his iyftem, has 
ranged the beaver among the fiih. The 

:flelh 
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fie£h is reckoned beft, if the beaver ha~ 
lived upon vegetables, fuch as the afp, and 
the beaver-tree* ; but when he has eaten 
fi{h., it does not tafie well. To day I tafted 
this fle!h boiled, for the firfi ti1ne ; and 
~hough every body prefent, befides myfelf, 
thought it a delicious diili, yet I could not 
2gree with them. I think it is e~table, but 
has nothing de1icious. It looks black when 
boiled, and has a peculiar tafl:e. In order 
to prepare it well, it mufi: be boiled in fe
veral waters from morning till noon, that 
it tnay lofe the bad tafie it has. The tail 
is likewife eaten, after it has been boiled in 
the fame manner, and roafl:ed afterwards; 
but it confifis of fat only, though they 
would not call it fo; and cannot be fwal-
1o,ved by 9ne who is not ufed to eat it. 
· Mu en has already been written concern
ing the dykes, or houfes of the beavers ; 
~t is therefore ~nneceffary to repeat it. 
Sometimes, though but feldom, they catch 
beavers with white hair. 

WINE is afn1oft the only liquor which 
people above the vulgar are ufed to drink. 
They make a kind of fpruce beer of the 
top of the white fir t, which they drink 

# Maunolia glauca, Linn. 
t E/lnme blanche. The way of brewing this beer is 

«Jefcribed (lt large in the Memoirs of the Roval Acad. of 
S~iences, for the yean751, p. 190. " · 
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~n fummer; but the ufe of it is not gene-= 
ral ; and it is feldom drank by people of 
quality. Thus great fums go annually out 
of the country for wine; as they have no 
vines here, of which they could tnake a li
quor that is fit to be drank. The common 
people drink water; for it is not yet cuf-:
tonlary here to brew beer of malt; and 
there are no orchards large enough to fup
ply the peGple with apples for nJaking cy
der. Some of the people of rank, who 
poff'efs large orchards, fometimes, out of 
curiofity, get a fmall quantity of cyder 
made. The great people here, who are 
ufed from their youth to drink nothing but 
yvine, are greatly at a lofs in time of 'Nar; 
when all the !hips which brought \-vine are 
intercepted by the Englijh privateers. To
~ards the end of the lafi war, they gave 
~wo hundred and fifty Francs, and even one 
hundred Ecus, for a barrique, or hogiliead, 
of wine. 

THE prefent price of feveral things, I 
have been told by fome of the greatefi mer
chants here, is as follows. A middling 
horfe cofis forty Francs * and upwards ; a 
good horfe is valued at an hundred Francs, 

* Franc is the fame as Li<r;re ; and twenty-two Lirvru 
make a pound fterling. 

or 
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or more. A cow is now fold for fifty 
. Francs ; but people can ren1ember the time 

\V hen they were fold for ten Ecus ·*-. A 
fheep cofis five or fix livres at prefent; but 
laft year, when every thing was dear, it 
cofi: eight or ten Francs. A hog of one 
year old~ and two hundred, or an hundred 
and fifty pound weight, is fold at fifteen 
Francs. M. Couagne, the merchant, told 
n1e, that he had feen a hog of four hun
dred weight atnong the India!fs. A chick
en is fold for ten or twelve Sols t; and a 
turkey for twenty fols. A Minot i of 
\vheat fold for an Ecu lail: year; but at 
prefent it co.fr forty Sols. Maize is always 
of the fame price with wheat, becaufe here 
is but little of it; and it is all made ufe of 
l1y thofe who go to trade with the Indians. 
A Jviinot of oats cofis fometimes from fif
teen to twenty Sols; but of late years it 
has been fold for twenty-fh;, or thirty Sols. 
Peafe bear always the fame price with 
wheat. A pound of butter cofls coinmon1y 
aoout eig .t or ten So!s; but lafi year it rofe 
up to fixreen Sols. A dozen of eggs ufed 
o cofi but three Sols; however, now are 

* An Eat is three Francs. 
t Twe9ty Sols make one Li<Vre. 
l A Frt11ch meafure, about t e fame as two bu!hels in 

fnglcwd. 
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fold for five. They make no cheefc at 
Montreal; nor is there any to be had, ex
cept wh1t is got from abroaa. A water
melon generdlly colts five or fix Sols; but 
if of a large fize, from fifteen to twenty. 

THERE are as yet no anufaB:ures efiab
lilhed in Canada; probably, becau(e FraJzce 
will not ]ofe the adv2ntage of felling off its 
O\Vn goods here. owever, both the in
habitants of Canada, and the lndt~uzs, are 
very ill off for want of them, in times of 
war. 

THoSE perfons who \vant to be mar:ried, 
muil: have the confent of their parents. 
However, the judge rnay give them leave 
to marry, if the parents oppofe their union, 
without any valid reafon. Like wife, if the 
man be thirty years of age, and the woman 
twenty-fix, they may marry, without far
ther waiting for their parents confent. 

Septenzber the 29th. THIs afternoon I 
went out of town, to ·he fouth-wefi part of 
the ifle, in order to view the country, and 
the ceconomy of the people, and to collect 
feveral feeds. J uil: before the town are fome 
fine fields, which were formerly culti
vated, but now ferve as pafiures. To the 
north-we!l: appears the high n1ountain, 
which lies weitward of Montreal, nnd is 
very fertile, and covered with field an 

gardens 



, 02 September 17 49· 

gardens from the bottom to the fummii.. 
On the fo uth-eaft fide is the river St. Law
rence, which is very broad here ; and on 
its fides are extenfive corn-fields and tnea
dows, and fine houfes of Hone, which look 
"vhite at a difl:ance. At a gre?t diilance 
fouth-eafiward, appear the two high moun
tains near fort Chat!zblais, and fome others 
near lake Champlain, raifing their tops a!. 
bove the \VOods. All the fields hereabout~ 
are filled \IVith fl:ones of different fizes; and 
among them, there is now and then a black 
lime-ftone. About a French mile from the 
town, the high road goes along the river, 
which is on the left-hand ; and on the 
right-hand all the country is cultivated and 
inhabited. The farm-houfes are three, 
four, or five arpens difiant from each 
other. The hills near the river are gene
rally high and pretty fteep ; they confifi of 
earth ; and the fields below them are filled 
with pieces of rock-ftone, and of black 
lime-flate. About two French miles frotn 
J.,1ontreal, the river runs very rapidiy, and 
is full of fiones ; in fame places there are 
fome waves. However, thofe who go ill 
boats into the fouthern parts of Canada, 
are obliged to work through fuch Flaces. 

MosT of the farm-houfes in this neigh
bourhood are of ftone, partly of the black ' 

lime· 
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lhue-fione, and partly of other :ll.ones 
in t .. e neighbourhood. The roof is made 
of lhingles or of fira\V. The gable is al
ways very high and fitep. Other buildings 
fuch as barns and fiab]es, are of wood .. 

WILD-GEESE and ducks, began no\v f(j 

migrate in great flocks to the fouthern 
countries. 

OClober the 2d. THE two preceding days, 
and this, . I employed chiefly in collecting 
feeds. 
. THE lafl: night's froft had caufed a great 
alteration in feveral trees. Walnut-trees 
of all forts lhed their leaves in plenty now. 
The flowers of a kind of nettle * were all 
entirely killed by the fro{l. The leaves of 
the American lime-tree were 1ikewife da
maged. In the kitchen-gardens the leaves 
of the melons \vere all killed by the frofi .. 
However, the beech, oak, and birch, did 
not feen1 to have fuffered at all. The fields 
were all covered with a hoar-froft. The 
ice in the pools of water was a geometrical 
line and a half in thicknefs. 

THE biennial oenothera t grows in 
abundance on open woody hill~, and fallow 

.., Urtica di<Varicata, Lino. 
t Olnorhrra biumiJ, LinD. 
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fields. An old Frenclzman, who accom. 
panied me as I \vas collecting its feeds, 
could not fufficiently praife its property of 
healing \vounds. The leaves of the plant 
mufi: be cru{hed, and then laid on the 
wound. 

Sceurs de Congregatt"on are a kind of re .. 
ligious wotnen, different from nuns. They 
do not live in a convent, but have houfes 
both in the town and country. They go 
where they pleafe, and are even allowed to 
marry, if an opportunity offe;s; but this, 
I am told, happens very feldot 1. In many 
places in the country, there are two or 
more of them: they have their houfe corn-. 
manly near a church, and general1y the 
parfonage houfe is on the other fide of the 
church. Their bufinefs is to infiruct young 
girls in the Chrifiian religion, to teach 
them reading, writing, needle-\vork, and 
other fen1ale accon1pli!hments. People of 
fortune board their daughters tvvith the1n for 
fome time! They have their boarding, 
lodging, beds, infirutl:ion, and \vhatever 
elfe they \Vant, upon very reafoqable terms, 
The houfe where the whole community of 
thefe ladies live, and from whence they are 
fent out into the country, is at lvfontrea/. 
A lady that v;ants to becon1e incorporated 

an1ong 
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among them, mufi: pay a conliderable fum 
of money towards the common fi:ock; and 
fome peop1e reckon it to be four thoufand 
livres. If a perfon be once received, the 

. is fure of a fubfifience during her life
time. 

La Chine is a fine vil1age, three French 
miles to the fouth-eafl: of Montreal, but on 
the fame ifle, clofe to the river St. Law
rence. The farm-houfes ly along the river- . 
fide, about four or five arpens from each 
other. Here is a fine church of ftone, with 
a fmall fieeple ; and the whole place has a 
very agreeable fituation. Its name is fa id 
to have had the following origin. As the 
unfortunate M. Salee was here, who was 
afterwards murdered by his own country
men further up in the country, he was very · 
intent upon difcovering a lhorter road to 
China, by means of the river St. Lawrence. 
He talked of nothing at that time but his 
new iliort way to China. But as his pro
jeCt of undertaking this journey, in order 
to make this difcovery, was flopped by an 
accident which happened to hin1 here, and 
he did not that time co1ne any nearer China, 
this place got its name, as it were, by way 
of joke. 

THIS evening I returned to Montreal. 
VoL. Ill. U OCfober 
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OE!ober the sth. THE governor .. general 
at [f(yebec is, as I have already mentioned 
before, the chief commander in Canada. 
Next to him is the intendant at f<yebec; 
then follows the governor of Montreal, and 
after him the governor of Trois Rivieres. 
The intendant has the greatefi: power next 
to the governor-general ; he pays all the 
money of government, and is prefident of 
the board of finances, and of the court of 
juftice in this country. He is, however, 
under the governor-general ; for if he re
fufes to do any thing to which he feen1s 
obliged by his office, the governor-general 
can give him orders to do it, which he muft 
obey. He is allowed, however, to appeal 
to the government in France. In each of 
the capital towns, the governor is the 
highefi: perfon, 4.hen the lieutenant-gene
raJ, next to him a major, and after him 
the captains. The governor-general gives 
the firfi: orders in all matters of confe
quence. When he comes to 'I'rois Rivieres 
and Montreal, the power of the governor 
ceafes, becaufe he always commands where 
he is. The governor-general commonly 
goes to Montreal once every year, and 
mofily in winter; and during his abfence 
from ff<.gebec, the lieutenant-general com-
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mands there. When the governor-aeaeral 
d

. b 
tes, or goes to France, before a new one 

is come in his fiead, the governor of Mon .. 
treal goes to ~tebec to command in the 
tnean while, leaving the major to corn~ 
mand at Montreal. 

ONE or two of the king's lhips are an
nually fent from France to Canada, carrying 
recruits to fupply the places of thofe fol
diers, who either died in the fervice, or 
have got leave to fettle in the country, and 
turn farmers, or to return to France. Al.
moft every year they fend a hundred, or a 
hundred and fifty people over in this tnan
ner. With thefe people they likewife fend 
over a great number of pedons, who have 
been found guilty of fn1uggling in France. 
They were formerly condemned to the gal
lies, but at prefent they fend them to the 
colonies, where they are free as foon as they 
arrive, and can choofe what manner of life 
they pleafe, but are never allowed to go out 
of the country, without the king's fpecial 
licence. The king's ibips likewife bring a 
great quantity of tnerchandizes which the 
king has bought, it1 order to be difl:ribiJted 
among the Ind£ans on certain occafions. The 
inhabitants of Canada pay very little to the 
king. ln the year 1748, a beginning was; 

U 2 ho\vevtr, 
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however, made, by laying a duty of three 
per cent. on all the French goods imported 
by the merchants of Canada. A regula
tion was likewife made at that time, that all 
the furs and .fktns exported to France from 
hence, fhould pay a certain duty; but what 
is carried to the colonies pays nothing. The 
merchants of all parts of France and its co
lonies, are allowed to fend lhips with goods 
to this place; and the ~ebec merchants are 
at liberty like wife to fend rheir goods to any 
place in France, and its colonies. But the 
merchants at ff<.gebec have but few lhips, be
caufe the failors wages are very high. The 
towns in France which chiefly trade with 
Canada, are Rochelle and Bourdeaux; next 
to them are Mar.feilles, Nantes, Havre de 
Grace, St. Malo, and others. The king's 
lhips which bring goods to this country, 
come either from Bre)l or from Rochifort. 
The merchants at ff<.uebec fend flour, wheat, 
peafe, wooden ute-nfils, &c. on their own 
bottoms, to the French poffeffions in the 
We)l-Indie.r. The walls round Montreal 
were built in I 73 8, at the king's expence, 
on condition the inhabitants lhould, little 
by little, pay off the cofr to the king. The 
town at prefent pays annually 6ooo livres 
for thern to government, of which zooo are 
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given by the feminary of priefis. At §(_ue
bec the walls have like wife been built at the 
king's expence, but he did not redemand the 
expence of the inhabitants, becaufe they 
had already the duty upon goods to pay as 
above mentioned. The beaver trade be
longs folely to the Indt'an company in 
France, and nobody is allowed to carry it 
on here, befides the people appointed by that 
company. Every other fur trade is open to 
every body. There are feveral places among 
the Indians far in the country, where the 
French have fiores of their goods ; and thefe 
places they call/es pofles. The king has no 
other fortreffes in Canada than !?{_uebec, Fort 
Chamblat's, Fort St. Jean~ Fort St. Frede
ric, or Crownpot'nt, Montreal, FroJttenac, 
and Nt'agara. All other places belong to 
private perfons. The king keeps the Nia
gara trade all to himfelf. Every one who 
intends to go to trade with the Indians mufi 
have a licence from the governor-general, 
for which he mufi pay a fum according as 
the place he is going to is more or lefs ad
vantageous for trade. A merchant who fends 
out a boat laden with all forts of goods, and 
four or five perfons with it, is obliged to give 
five or fix hundred livres for the permiffion; 
and there are places for which they give a 
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thoufand livres. Sometimes one cannot buy 
the licence to go to a certain trading place, 
becaufe the governor-general has granted, 
or intends to grant it to fome acquaintaince 
or relation of his. The money arifing from 
the granting of licences, belongs to the go ... 
vernor-general ; but it is cufton1ary to give 
half of it to the poor : whether this is al
ways firiClly kept to or not, I {hall not pre., 
tend to determine. 

EN n oF THE T H I R D V o L u rv1 ~ 



I N D . E 
A. 

ACer Negundo, i. 67. 
- rubrum, red maple, i. 66. 

Achilleea millifolium, iii. 294· 
.Adiantum pedatum, maiden-hair, m. 118. 

Albany, town of, ii. 255· 
fort at, ii. 258. 

--- houfes of, ii. 2 56. 
--- inhabitants of, ii. 21. 

--- fituation of, ii. 258. 
Albecor, i. I 9· 
Algonkin words, iii. 204 • 
.11/Jium Canadenfe? ii. 1 33· 
Anas acuta, blue bill, i. 237· 
.Anemrme hepatic a, ii. I 04. 
Anies, iii. IS I. 

Animals, tameable, i. 207. 
Anne fort near Canada, ii. 297 • 

X. 

.Annona muricata, cufl:ard apple, i. 6g. 
Antiquities found in North-America, iii. 123. 

Ants, black, ii. 68. 
-- red, ii. 70 • 
.Apocynum androjeemifolium, iii. 26. 
---cannabinum, i. 131. ii. 131. 
ArEtium lappa, burdock, iii. 27· 
.Ardea Canadenjis, ii. 72 . 
.Arum Pirginium, Virginian wake-robin, 1. 125. 
Arundo armaria, iii. 210 . 
.Afclepias Syriaca, iii. 28. 
Afp, Penfylvanian, ii. I 25· 
Azalea lutea, i. 66. 
--- nudijlora, white honey-fuckle, or May-flowera 

ii. 169. 

B. 
Badger, i. 189. 
Bark-boats, method of making, ii. 298. 

U f Ba~ 
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Battoes, ii. 242. 

Bay St. Paul, in Canada, m. 200. 

Bears carnivorous in N orth-America, 1. II6. 
- plentiful in Canada, iii. I2. 
Beavers, ii. 59· 
-- flelh eaten in Canada, iii. 297. 
-- tree, i. 204. 
Betula alnus, i. 6 7. ii. go. 
-- lcnta, i. 69. 
-- nana ( pumila, Linn.) i. I 38. 
Bidens hipinnata, i. I 7 I. 
Bill of mortality for Philadelphia, i. 57· 
Blatta Orimtalis, ii. I 3, I4• 
Blubbers, i. 1 5· 
Blue-bills. See Anas acuta. 
Blue- bird, ii. 70. 
Boats ufed in Canada, iii. 15. 
Bonetos, i. 21. 

Bottle-nofe, a kind of whale, 1. 18. 
Bugs, li. I I. 

Bull-frogs. See Rana hoans. 
Bunias cakile, iii. 2 I I. 

Burdock. See Arllium lappa. 
Burlington, the principal town in New-Jerfey, ii. 219. 

Calabalhes, i. 348. 
Cancer minutus, i. I 3· 
Candleberry-tree, i. 192. 
Canoes, ii. 241. 

c. 

Cap aux oyes, iii. 2IO. 

Caprimulgus Europ#Eus, ~~ whip-poor-Will, ii. 
Carahus latus, ii. 68. 
Carduus crijpus, iii. 294• 
Carpinus Betulus, i. 68. 
--- Ojlrya, i. ihid. 
Ca.!Jia Chamcecrifla, i. 120 
Cajlor zihethicus, ii. 57, 28 5· 
Caterpillars, a kind ot, ii. 7• 
Cattle, wild, i. 207. 

Cattle, 
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Cattle, wild, in the country of the Illinois, 111. 6o. 
Ce!tis occidentalis, nettle-tree, i. 6g. 
Cephalanthus occidentalis, button-wood, ibid. 
Cercis Canadenjis, fallad-tree, ibid. 
Champlain, lake, ii. go. 
Charatl:ers of the French and Englilh women in North. 

America compared, i'ii. 55· 
-- of the ladies in Canada, iii. 208. 
Chenopodium album, i. II 8. 
----anthelminticum, i. 163. 
Chermes alni, i. 154· 
Cherry-trees, wdd, iii. 160. 

Chine, a village in Canada, iii. 305. 
Chinquapins, iii. 296. 
Cimex lacujlris, ii. I 26. 
- lellularius, ii. 1 I. 

Cicinde!a: campejlris, varietas, ii. I 26. 
Civility of the inhabitants of Canada, 111. 135· 
Clergy of Canada, iii. I40. 

Climate, difference of, between Montreal and Que-
bec, iii. I 52. 

Cockroaches, ii. 13. 
Cohoes fall, in the river Mohawk, ii. 275· 
Co/linfonia Canadenjis, i. I97· 
Coluber conjlrillor, black fnake, ii. 202. 
Calumba migratoria, ii. 82. 
Comarum palujlre, i. I 38. 
Copper, native, from the Upper Lake~ i1j, 278. 
Cornua Ammonis, petrified, iii. 2 3· 
Cornus Flor·ida, dog-wood, i. 66. 
Corvus cornix, crow, ii. 66. 
Cory!us avellana, ii. 90. 
Corypha:na Hippurus, i. 19. 
Cows in Canada degenerate, iii. 188. 
Cranes, American, i i. 72. 
--- formerly abundant in America, 1. 290. 
Cratt11gus crus galli, i. 66, 115. 
-- tomentofa, currants, ii. 151. 
Crickets, ii. I o. 
---field, ii. 6g. 
Crows, great flights of, ii. 6s. Cryltals, 
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Cryfi:als, tranfparent, i. 82. 
Culex pipiens, mufquetoes, i. I43· 
- pulicaris, ii. 296. 
Cunila pulegioides, penny-royal, i. I94· 
Cuprejfus thyoides, white cedar, or white juniper, ii. I74~ 

D. 
Dandelion, iii. I 3· 
Datura jlramonium, i. I 52· 
Deal, i. 2. 
Decay of the teeth of the Europeans in North-Ame .. 

rica, i. 360. 
Delaware bay, i. 10. 
----river, i. 11. 

--- good water of, i. 47· 
----- convenient for trade, ihid. 
Delphinus Phoccena, i. I 7. 
Diet in Canada, iii. I82. 
Diojpyros f/irginiana, perfimon, i. 68, 127, 345· 
Dirca palujlris, moufe-wood, ii. 148. 
Difi:empers common among the Indians, iii. 32. 
Dog-fifh, i. I 8. 
Dogs trained to draw water from the river, iii. 185. 
- put before fledges in winter, iii. x86. 
Dolphin, or dorado, i . 19, 
Draba verna, ii. 9r. 
Dracontium fcetidum, ii. 90• 
Drowned lands, iii. 1. 

Dytifcus piceus, ii. I 27. 

E. 
Elizabeth Town in New-J er fey, i. 2 32. 
Elymus arcnarius, fea-lime grafs, iii. 210. 

Emberiza hyemalis, ii. 5 I. 
Epigcea repens, creeping ground-laurel, ii. I 30. 
Efcbarte, i. I 3· 
.b.fquimaux, a nation in the arctic parts of North-

America, iii. 2 33· 
-- arms of, iii. 236 • 
.. --- boats of, iii. 2 35· 

Efquimaux, 
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Efquimaux, drefs of, iii. 234• 
--- words, iii. 239· 
Evergreens in North-America, i. 360. 
Excrefcences on feveral trees, ii. 22. 
Exocoetus volitans, flying filh, i. 20. 

F. 
Fagus cajlanea, cheftnut-tree, i. 67. 
-- Jylvatica, beech, i. 6g. 
-- pumila, chinquapin, iii. 296. 
Fans, made of wild turkeys tails, iii. 66, 
Felis lynx, wolf-lynx, ii. 200. 

Fever and ague, i. 364. 
Filh, caught by a peculiar method at Trois Rivieres~ 

iii. 92· 
--- flying, i. 20. 
Fleas, original in America, ii. 9• 
Food of the Indians, ii. 95· 
Formica nigra, ii. 68. 
Fort St. Frederic, or Crownpoint, 111 .. 4, 34· 
---John, in Canada, iii. 45• 
Foxes, grey, i. 282. 
---red, i. 283. 
Fraxinus exce!Jior, afh, i. 68. 
Fucus natans, fea-weed, i. r~. 

G" 
Galium tinllorium, iii. I 4· 
Gentiana lutea, i. I 38. 
--- Japonaria, iii. 294• 
German-town in Penfylvania, i. 89 
G·iants pots, i. 121. 

Ginfeng, iii. 1 I 4· 
Gleditjia triacanthos, honey-locufi-tree, i. 6g. 
Glycine Apios, ii. g6. 
Gnaphalium margaritu.ceum, i. I 30. 
Goods that have a run among the Indians, 111. 266. 
-- given in exchange.by the Indians, iii. 274· 
Gourds, i. 347· 
Gracula quij:ula, the purple daw, ii. 76. 

Grafs-
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Grafs-worms, ii. 76. 
Ground-hog. See Badger. 
Gryllus campe.flris, ii. IO, 6g. 
--- domifiicus, ii. 10. 
Gulls, common, i. 2 3· 
Gypfum, fibrous, iii. 229· 

Gyrinus natator ( .dmericanus ), ii. I 39· 

H. 
Hamamelis Virginica, i. 68. 
Hares in Canada, iii. 59· 
Hatchets of the Indians, ii. 37• 
Hedera helix, ivy, i. I4I. 
Helleborus trifolius, ii i. I 6o. 
Hinds, tamed in North-America, ii. I97· 
Hinlopen cape, in Penfylvania, i. I o. 
Hirundo pelafgia, chimney-fwaliow, ii. 146. 
--- purpu·rea, purple-martin, ii. I47• 
--- riparia, fand-martin, or ground -f wallow, ii. 14 7. 
--- rujlica, barn-fwallow, ii. 140. 
Hopnifs. See Glycine .Apios. 
Horfes in Canada ftrong, iii. 187. 
Humming bird, i. 2IO. 

Hurons) an Indian nation, iii. 178. 

I. 
Jerfey pine, i. 334· 
flex aquifolium, holly, i. 351, 36o. · 
Impoffibility of eftabli!hing filk manufaefures, and 

making wine, in North-America, i. 123, 125. 
Indians, livelihood of the, ii. I I 3· 
-- religion of the, ii. 117. 
Inhabitants of Canada, iii. 8. 
Infrances of great fertility among the inhabit<mts of 

North-America, ii. 4· 
Intenfenefs of the froil: in America, ii. 49· 
Iron-works at Trois Rivieres, iii. 87. 
Juglans alba, hiccory, i. 66. 
---nigra, i. 67. 
-- baccata? butternut-tree, i. 6g. 

1uniperus 
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Juniperus f7irginia1la, the red cedar, or red juniper, 114 
18o. 

K. 
Kalmia latifolia, i. 68, 336. 
--angujlifolia, ii. 215. 

Katnifs. ~ee Sagittaria fagittifolia. 
Kettles of the Indians, ii. 41. 
Kitchen-herbs of Canada, iii. 129. 

Knives of the Indians, ii. 39· 

L. 
Lac St. Pierre, iii. 8 3· 
Land -birds feen at fea, i. 24 
Larus canus, i. 23. 
LaU?·us tejlivalis, fpice-wood, i. 68. 
--Jajfafras, i. 68, 146, 340. 
Lead-veins near Bay St. Paul, iii. 212. 
Leontodon taraxacum, iii. I 3· 
Lepas anatifira, i. r6. 
Licences for marrying in America, in the gift of die 

governors, ii. 25. 
Lichen rangiferinus, iii. I 37. 
Ligujlrum vulgare, privet, i. 86, 165. 
Lime-flates, black, iii. 243· 
Lime-Hone, pale grey, i. 84. 
Linna:a borealis, i. I 38. 
Liriodendron tulipiftra, i. 66, 202. 

Liquidambar flyracijlua, i. 67, r6r. 
Locu.fis, which deitroy the young branches of trees, ii. 6. 
Log-worms, i. 2. 

Long ifland, ii. 226. 
Loxia Cardinalis, ii. 71. 
Lupinus perennis, ii. I 55· 
Lynxes in America. ~ee Fclis lynx. 

M. 
Magnolia glauca, beaver-tree, i. 69, 201r. 

Maize-thieves, defcription of, ii. 74-· 
---natural hifiory of, ii. 76. 
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Maize-thieves, profcribed in America, ii. 78. 
----- white backed, ii. 274· 
Maple, red, i. 167. 
Marangoins, a kind of gnats, iii. 47· 
Marble, white wich blueifh grey fpots, t. 8 3· 
Marmor rude. See Lime-fione. 
Mechanicks, few in Canada, iii. 59· 
Medufa aurita, i. I 5· 
Meloe majalis, ii. I05· 
_.,__ profcarabteus, ii. I57· 
Mickmacks, an Indian Nation, iii. I 8o. 
Mink, ii. 6I. 
Mocking bird, i. 2 I 7. 
Moles, a kind of, i. I9I. 
--fubterraneous walks of, i. 190. 
1\llontmorenci waterfall, iii. 227. 
Montreal, a great town in Canada, iii. 7 I . 

---account of the climate of, iii. 75· 
--- churches and convents of, iii. 72. 
---- hofpital of, iii. 7 4· 
Moofe-deer, i. 296. 
--- nothing but an elk, iii. 204. 

Morus ruhra, i. 68. 
Motacilla Jialis, blue bird, ii. 70. 
Moths abundant in the clothes and furs, u. 8. 
Mountain flax, i. 303. 
Mufcovy glafs, i. 84. 
Mufk rats, ii. 56. 
----carnivorous, ii. 285. 
Mufquitoes, i. I I 3· 
Myrica cerifera, candleberry-tree, i. 192. 
---gale, i. I 38. 
Myti/us anatinus, mufcle fuells, ii. 8o, 114. 

N. 
Natural hifiory promoted in Canada, iii. 5· 
Negroe flJves in North-America, i. 396. 
----- k 11 ow a kind of poifon, 1. 397· 
New Brifiol, i. 219. 

-- Brunfwitk) i. 229. New 
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Newcafile, a town in Penfylvania, i. 26. 
----- founded by the Dutch, i. 26. 
New-York, i. 247· 
----- affembly of deputies, i. 259• 

houfes of, i. 249· 
----public buildings, i, 250. 
---- port, i. 252. 

trade, i. 253· 
NiLholfon fort, near Canada, ii. 293· 
Noxious infeCls in America, ii. 6. 
Nyjfa aquatica, Tupelotree, ii. 67. 

0. 
Oenothera biennis, iii. 294· 
Oriolus phoeniceus, ii. 79· 
Orleans, Hie of, in the river St. Lawrence, iii. 194.: 
Orontium aquaticum, ii. rox. 
Oxalis corniculata, i. 2or. 

P. 
Panax quinquifolium, iii. I 14. 
Paper-currency of Canada, iii. 68. 
Papilio antiapa, ii. 105. 
--- euphrofyne, ii. ibid. 
Parfneps, iii. 67. 
Partridges, American, ii. ~1. 
----white. See Ptannigans. 
Parus major, i. 24. 
Peafe, del.hoyed by an infetl, i. 173· 
PeCtinites, iii. ~2. 
Penn's Neck. in New-Jerfty, ii. 17. 
Petite Riviere, iii. 221. 
Petrel, i. 23. 
Phaeton tethereus, i. ibid. 
Philadelphia, capital of Pmfylvania, i. 3r. 

by whom, a ne when built, 1. 32· 
----- houfes of, i. 34· 
----- public buildir:rl', i. 36. 
---- regularity, nd Leauty of its flreets, 

i. 33· 
Philadelph1~~ 
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:Philadelphia, temperature of its climate, i. 46. 
----- trade of, i. 49· 
Phytolacca decandra, American nighdhade, i. 95, 196. 
Picus auratus, ii. 86. 
-- carolinus, ii. ibid. 
- erythrocephalus, ii. ibid. 
- pileatus, ii. ibid. 
-- principalis, ii. 8 5· 
-- pubefcens, ii. 87. 
-- varius, ii. ibid. 
-- villojus, ii. 86. 
Pierre a Calumet, iii. 230. 
Pigeons, wild, ii. 82. 
Pinus abies, the pine, i. 360. 
- fylve.flris, the fir, i. ibid. 
- teeda, i. 69. 
-- Americana, i. ibid. 
Plantago major, i. II8. 
--- mantima, iii. 21 t. 
Platanus occidentalis, i. 62. 
Pleurify, i. 376. 
Poa anguflifotia, iii. I s6. 
-- capillaris, iii. 66. 
Poke. See Phytolacca. 
Polecat, American, i. 273-
Polytrichum commune, i. 184. 
Pontederia cordata, iii. 260. 
P"rpefle, i. 16. . 
Portuguefe, or Spanilh man of war, a fpecies of blub-

ber, i. 15. 
Portulaca oleracea, purflane, i. 284. 
Potentilla fruiicofa, i. 138. 
Prairie de Magdelcne, a fnall village in Canada, iii. 

52· 
Preferablenefs of Old Sweden to New Sweden, ii. 

188. 
Prinos vertidllatus, i. 67. 
Probability of Europeans being in North-America 

long before C•)lumbus's dfcovery, ii. 31. 
Proccllc1ria pelagica, i. 22. 

Prune/la 
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Procellaria pu.ifinus, i. 23. 
Prune/la vulgaris, iii. 294• 
Prunus dc'71ejlica, i. 67. 
---foinofa, i. 68. 
--- f/irginiana, i. 67. 
Ptarmigans, iii. 58. 
Pyrites, cubic, i. 82. 
Pyt·us coronaria, crabtree, i. 68. ii. r66. 

Q 
Quebec, the chief city in Canada, iii. 97• 
---the palace of, iii. 99· 
---other public buildings, iii. 100. 

---- climate of, iii. 246. 
~-1ercus alba, i. 65. 
--- Hifpanica, i. 66. 
--- phellos, ibid. 
--- prinos, ibid. 
--- rubra, ibid. 
----- varietas, i, 68, 

R,. 
Raccoon, i. 97, ii. 63. 
Rana boans, bullfrog, ii. I 70· 
- oceliata, ii. 88. 
Rapaapo, a village in New-Jerfey, ii. 168. 
Rats, not natives of America, ii. 47• 
Ratde-fnake, found no further north than fort St. Fra-

derick, iii. 48. · 
Reafons for fuppofing part of North-America was for" 

merly under water, i. 132, i~ 199· 
Redbird, ii.71. 
Rein-deer mofs, iii. I 37 · 
Remarks upon the climate of North-America, i. ro6. 
Rhus glabra, fumack, i. 7 5, 66, 
-- radicans, i. 67, I77· 
--vernix, poifon tree, .. 77, 68. 
Ribes nigrum, i. 68. 
Robinia pfeudacacia, locufr-tree, i. 69. 
Robin-red-breaft, American . See Turdus migratoriu!. 

7 L. III. X Ro<>kftop 
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ttockfl:ones of vatious forts, near Fort St. Frederic, 
iii. 20. 

Rubus occidmtalis, i. 66. 
Rudbeckia triloba, iii. 294· 

s. 
Sagittaria fagittifolia, ii. 97. 
Salem, a little town in New-Jerfey, ii. 164. 
Eambucus occidentalis, f. Canadenjis, i. 66. ii. ~83. 
Sands of feveral forts, near Lake Champlain, iii. 24. 
Sanguinaria Canadenfo, ii, 140. 
Saratoga, an Englifh fort towards Canada~ ii. 289. 
Sarothra gentianoides, i. I 26. 
Scara:?teus, ii. 68. 
---- tarolinus? ii. 125. 
Scirpus pallujlris, iii. 83. 
Scomber pela.mys, boneto, i. 2 r. 
--- thynnus, tunny, i. I9· 
Sea hen, i. 24. 
Sea weeds, i. 1 i. 
Servants, difierent kinds of, i. 387. 
!)hfar water, i. 23. 

Ships, annually entered into, and faile.d from Philadel
phia, i. 53· 

Sifon Canadenfi, iii. 27. 
Skeleton found in Canada, fuppo.fed to be of an ~le-

phant, iii. I 2. 

Skunk, or American pole-cat, i. 273. 
Smilax laurifolia, i. 68. ii. 18 5. 
Snake, black, ii. 202. 
Snow-bird, ii. 51, 81. 
Soap- fro ne, i. 300. 
Soeurs de Congregation, iii. 304. 
Soldiers advantageoufly provided for in Canada, iii. 16. · 
Sorbus pucuparia, iii. I 5 r. 
Spartium fcoparium, i. 287. 
Squafhes, i. 348. 
Squirrels, flying, i. 320. 
----grey, i. 310 • 
..:_ ___ ground. i. 322. 

/ 
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.State, former, of New .. Sweden, ii. 106. 

---of the American India.ns before the arrival of 
the Europeans, ii. 36. 

Sterna hirundo, i. 2 3· 
Sturgeons, ii. 229, 278. 
Sulphureous fprings !!ear Bay St. Paul, iii. 215. 
Swallow, barn or houfe, ii. 14. 
---chimney, ii. 146. 
--- ground, or fand martin, ii. 147· 
--- feen at fea. i. 24. 

T. 
Tawho, or Tawhim, ii. 98. 
Tawkee. See Orontium. 
Terns~ i. 23. . 
Tetrao lagopus, Ptarmigans, iii. 58. 
'I'huja occidentalis, iii. 170. · 
Tilia .dmericana, lime-tree, i .. 59• 
1:ifav9jawze r·ouge, iti. l4• 
Titmoufe, great, i. 2.4. 
Tobacco pipes, Indian~ ii. 42. 
Travado. ii. 214. 
Trees, which 'refifl: putrefaction lefs than othersJ ii. 19~ 
Trientalis europeea, i. I 38. 
CJ"'riglochin maritimum, i. 138.: 
7'rochilus colubris, i. 210. 
Trois Rivieres, a town in Canada, iii. 85. 
'I'ropic bird, i, 23. 
c.Iurdus migratorius, ii. 90. 
---·p.olyglottos, ii. 217. 
Turtle~ i. 22. 

7Jpha latifolia, ii. I 32. iii. ;n8. 

u. 
'Yaccinium, a fpecies of, i. 66. 
---- another fpecies, ibid. 
--- hijpidulum, ii. 79, 
f' tratrum a/bum, ii. 9 I • 
Yerbafcum thapfus, i. 128. 
ferbena ojji&inalis, i, I 19. 
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Fiola Canadenfis, iii. 294· 
Yijcum a/hum, i. 360. 
--- ftlamentofum, i. 2.86. 
Yitis labrufca, i. 66. 
-- vulpina, ibid. 
}'iverra putor~us, 1kunk, i. 213· 
Ulmus A~nericana, i. 67. ii. 29~t 
Urfus Meles, cadger, i. 189 . . 

·w. 
Wampum, ii. 261. iii. 273· 
Wafp-nefts, curious, ii. 137· 
Water, bad at Albany, ii. 253 
Watering of meadows in P~fylvania, i. 308. 
Water-melons, iii. 261. 
Waves, bignefs of, in the Bay of Bifcay, i. 3• 
Whip-poor-Will, ii. 151· 
Whortle-berries, American, ii. 8o. 
'Vilmington, a little town in Bertfylvania, i. 56, 
Winds, changeable about the A~ores, j. $· 
Wolves in America, i. ~8)· 
Women in Canada, drefs of, iii. 81. 
Wood of different for st for joiners work, ii. ~I. 
Wood bridge, a fmall village iu New· Jerfey,Ji, ~32, 
Woodlice, ii. 16. 303. . . 
W Qod eckers, Carolina, ii. 86. 
------ crefied, ib ~d. 
-----gold winged, ibid. 
------ king of the, ii. 8$.-
______ ]eaft fpotted, ii. 87. 
------ leffer fpotted, yellow bellied, · ibid~ 
------ red headed, ii. 86. 
----- feen at fea. i. 25. 
----·- fpotted hairy, ii. 86. 

z. 
Ziz ani a quatica. iii. 32, 5~· 

F I N I S~ 
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