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Two GREAT MEN

My LorD, and Sir,

OU will be furprized at an Addrefs made to
you jointly in this Manner; but as I have
not the Honour to be much acquainted with ei-
ther of you, (though I efteem you both, at leaft
while you remain connected) I hope you will for-
give me for troubling you, in this public Way ;
and the rather, as as I think the Matters I fhall
write upon, to be of very great Importance ; and
as you will difcover by what I am going to fugge
to you, that I am a true Friend to O d England,
and a fincere Lover of my Country.

I have long thought that our AMiniffers of State
may be much afiffed, in their Deliberations, by
Perfons who have not the Honour of fitting at the
Council-board, The wifeft Mecafures have often
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[2] :
been pointed out, in the Courfe of parliamentary
Debate; ard Members of either Houfe, perhaps
chofe leaft confulted by Government, have fre-
quently been carlieft in fuggefting fuch Plans of
public Policy, as Government itfelf has been glad

ro adopt. The Extinétion of factious Oppofition,
the Unanimity of every Party, and the Acquief-

CCLICK

ry Connection, in whatever Scheme is
| by his Majefty’s Servants, while it hath
vroduced infinite Advantages to the Public ; hath
deprived thofe who direct the Cabinet, of all fuch
Parliamentary Inftruétion, as their Predeceflors in
Power ufed to receive. You, my Lord, oflate,
fcarcely hear any Speech in the Houfe of Lords,
but that of a I.awyer on a Scotch Appeal ; and the
hereditary Council of the Nation rarely affemble
for higher Purpofes than to alter Se#tlements and de-
liberate on Bills of Diverce. And you, Sir, in the
other Houfe, where fo many fkillful Champions
ufed formerly to engage, and ftruggle for., Victory,
remain fingle in the Field of Battle ; "and ‘your
Speaker takes the Chair only to vote Millions and
levy Thoufands, without the leaft Debate or Op-
pofition.

The Channel of Parliamentary Inftruction being
thus ftopt, no other but that of the Prefs is left
open, for thofe Heads of Advice to which it may
be worth your while to attend. For this Reafon
it is, that I have thought of addrefling you in this
Manner. Who I am, it matters not. Let it fuf-
fice, that, unpenfioned and unemployed, I can vie,
in Zeal for the Public, with thofe who tafte the
Sweets of exorbitant Salaries, and unfathomed Per-
quifites. 'Whether my Knowledge be equal to my
Zeal; whether my Acquaintance with the World,
and Experience in Bufinefs, have enabled me to
offer any Thing that may be of real Utility, muft
be
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be determined by you, and by the Public. This
I am certain of, that my Intention is honeft; and
while I pleafe myfelf, 1 fhall endeavour, at the fame
time, not to offend either of you. Some Produc-
tions, in which you have, of late, been jointly taken
Notice of, proceeded from a faéfions Difpofition,
which I am unacquainted with, and deteft. . For,
far from wifhing to difunite and {eparate your. In-
terefts, I am fully perfuaded that without your per-
fet Harmony and Union, the great Events which
have happened under your Adminiftration, will
not have thofe permanent good Confequences fo
much to be withed for : And it is only from your
joint Concurrence, that we can hope for any of
thofe prudent, {pirited and national Mealures con-
cerning which I propole to offer you a few Hints,
in this Addrefs.

Confidering the prefent diftrefled Condition of
France,fallen fromits alarmingPower,andGreatnefs,
into the loweft State of Diftrefs and Impotence ; un-
fortunate in its military Operationsin every Quarter
of the Globe ; beatenall Europe over by Seaand Land;
its Fleets failing, only to be deftroyed ; its Armies
marching, only to run away ; without Trade; no
Credit; {topping Payments, protefting Bills, and
to all Intents and Purpofes a Bankrupt Nation
their King, the Princes of the Blood, the Nobility,
and the Clergy carrying in all their Plate to be
coined, for the prefent extreme Exigency of their
Affairs; difappointed and baffled in all their
Schemes on the Continent, and taught to think
no more of Invafions, by the Deftruction of the
only Fleet they had left; — I fay, confidering all
thefe Circumitances, which I have not exaggerated,
in the leaft, it is not unnatural to imagine, that
a Period will foon be put to the Troubles of Ex.
rope. France, unable to carry on the War, muft

52 foon
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foon be reduced to the Neceflity of fuing for
Peace. !

We have had Bloodfhed enough. God forgive
thofe who have occafioned this terrible Deftruétion
of the human Species, and {pread Mifery, and De-
vaftation, for fo long a Time, in almoft every
Corner of the Globe, The great Succefs with
whiclt the Arms of Britain have been blefled, puts
it in our Power to give Peace to Eurepe: and it
is to the Honour of his Majefty and thofe who di-
re& his Councils, that the Diftrefifes of our Ene-
mies have only enabled him to give the World a
Proof of his Moderation ; and to fhew that his In«
clination to make Peace, keeps -Pace with the In-
ability of France to prolong the War.

¢« As his Majelty entered into this War, not
<« from Views of Ambition, fo he does not with
< to continuve it, from Motives of Refentment.
¢« The Defire of his Majefty’s Heart is, to fee a
¢« Stop put to the Effufion of Chriftian Blood.”

What was declared, in the above Paragraph of
his Majefty’s Speech from the Throne, to our own
Parliament, at the Opening of this Seffion, has fince
that, been notified in Form to our Enemy. The
Readinefs of Englend, and Pruffia, to enter intoa
Treaty, and to give Peace to Chriftendom, which
Prince Lewis of Wolfenbuttle hath been-authorized
to communicate to the French Minifter at the Hague,
will, no doubt, open the Door for 2 Negeciation,
in a Manner the moft likely to be embraced by the
Court of Perfailles ; whofe Difgraces and Diftreffes
too great to be diffembled, and too extenfive to
be remedied, will difpofe them to liften with At-
tention. to every propofal of Accommodation, made
to them by an Enemy whofe Sword was unfheath-
ed only to punith Perfidy ; and whote Succeffes,
as appears from their making the firft Advances
towards
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towards ‘a ‘Treaty, have not infituated them to
prefer unneceflary and ruinous Conqueft, to a rea-
fonable and folid Peace.

Itis, therefore, to be hoped, and to be believed,
that ‘Peace is not at a great Diftance; and upon
this Suppofition I fhall beg Leave to offer a few
Confiderations to you, as to the Perfons on whom
the Fate of this Country depends; Confiderations
which are equally important as they are feafonable ;
and an Attention to which, before you enter upon
any Negociation, may, perhaps, afiift you /f I
may be allowed to fuppofe you ftand in Need of
any Affiftance) in directing this Ne L:ou tion to
fuch an Iffue, as may be equally honourable to your-
felves, and ufeful to the Public.

In this Situation of Affdirs, one of the firlt Mat-
ters relative to the future Negociation, w Hich, no
doubt, muft occur to you, will be, the Choice of
thofe Perfons who are to be trufted with the
great Concerns of this Nation as Plenipotentiaries.
And, as much will depend upon this Point; 1
fhall beg Leave to begin with giving you my
¥ houOhts upon it, and the other forms on which
I propoif. to trouble you will naturqlly arife from
each other without oblerving any other ‘Order, or
Conneétion, befides that in “which they thall pre-
fent themfelves to a Mind intent upon, its Subjedt.

With regard then, to the Choice of Plenipoten-
tiaries, I cannot but lament the Difficulties you
have to encounter, before you will be able to find
fuch as the Public will have Reafon to thaik you
for.—1I am not totally unknowing in the Charac-
ters and Capacities of many among the great. But
when I eaft my Eyes around me, I own that I am
fury pr ized,. greatly furprized, but ftill more grieved,
to find {o few among us, capable of conduéting the
arduous Tafk of ma,\ing a Peace. Whether this

4 hath
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hath arifen from Neglect in the Education of our
Men of Quality ; or whether the Qualifications
which fit them for Statefmep, have been neglected,
in Comparifon of fuch as fit them for zfrtbztr’_s or
Newmarket 5 or whether. it be owing to the State
ically adopied, of. late Years, of
to the Perfons who can beft exe-
_but to thole whe ¢an beft do a
Caule,the Faltis certain; and

Policy fo fyfte:

nduéting with Ability, much lefs
his important Bufine(s of a Nego-
Men who are verfed in Trea-
{ts, Pretenfions, and Con-
Princes of Earope 5 {killed in
z e L and capable of ap-
plying them on every particular Occafion 3 ac-
guainted. with the Commerce, the Colonies, the
Manufactures of their own Country ; Maflters of
all the Inftances of Infraction of former [reaties,
which occafioned the War we are now engaged in:
Ina Word, Men whofe Rank and Confequence
amongft ourfelves, may command Refpect, and
procure them Authority, amongft our Enemies;
and who to every other Qualification, already
enumerated, can boaft of an Integrity not to be cor-
rupted, and a Steadinefs in fupporting the Inter-
efts of their Country, which no Difficulties can dif-
courage, and no Temptations can fhake:
Such are the Men, whom you muft endeavour to
employ, in the approaching Negociation, and fuch,
1 hope, ye will be able to find; though, I own,
I am puzzled to guefs on whom the Choice will
fall, none being, as yet, pointed out by the pub-
lic Voice, nor, perhaps, fixed upon, by yourfelves.
Times have been, when we might have expected,
to
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fee One named to fuch an important Office, meer-
ly becaufe he was a Favourite, or a Favourite’s Fa-
vourite ; becaufe he was cunncé“ta d with this Mini-
fter, or was a Relation of that'great Man. But if
we have too frequently trified with our national
Concerns, by trufting them in fuch Hands, I need
not fay that there are Circumftances at prefent
which give us reafonable Ground for hoping that
the fame Sagacity, and Defire to ferve the Public
which hath found out, and employed the propereft
Perfons to conduct the Operations of rf e War, will
be exerted to find out the propereft Perfons (few
as there are to be found) to conduct thf. Dmbcra-
tions of the Treaty.

And very deplorable indeed muft be the Inabi-
lities of the Perfons we fhall employ, if their Nego-
ciations for Peace be conducted fo awkwardly as to
rob us of the Advantages we have gained by the
War. If we may judge from late Events, France
feems as little to abound with Wifdom in the Ca-
binet, as it doth with Courage and Condu¢t in the
Field. And if the Negociations at Utrecht, in
which almoft all the Advantages of a War equally
fuccefsful with the prefent, were given up, be urg-
ed as an Inftance of the fuperior Dexterity of French
Politics, it ought to be remembered that this was
more owing to our own Divifions, than to their
Sagacity, and to the Inabilities of our Plenipotenti-
aries at Utr ’m‘ tho’ we had no great Reafon, God
knows, to bragof them. What, therefore, may
we not expect from a Negociation to be begun in
very different urcum[’"anccs 5 when there emﬁs no
Fa&ion whofe Intereft it may be to perplexand de-
feat ity and when that national Unanimity to which
we, in a great Meafure, owe the Succefs of the
War, will ftill continue to exert it’s blefled Effects,
till it make us happy with a fafe and honourable

Peace?
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Peace ?—However, favourable as thefe Circum=
ftances are, the Choice of fuch Plenipotentia-
ries as may.be likely to conduét the Negociationy
with Dignity, Dexterity and Integrity, becomes a
Confideration which the Public will expet thould
be weighed with the utmoft Attention. And, if
fuch Perfons cannot be found amongft us (which I
hope may not be the Cafe) there is a very delirable
Alternative ftill in your Power. Fix the Scene of
Necociation, where, indeed, for the Honour of
our Country, I could wifh to fee it fixed, name no
other Plenipotentiaries to conduét the Peace bug
thofe Minifters who dire¢ted the War: And a
Treaty of London, in fuch Hands, will make ample
Amends for our wretched Management at Ulrechs
But let Peace be never fo well made ; let Mi-

nifters plan Treaties with the greateft Sagacity, and

Plenipotentiaries negociate the Articles with the ut-

moft Skill and Dexterity, yet we know from Hiftcd
ryand Obfervation, that they never can be perpetual,
and, moft commonly, are not lafting. Princes, too

frequently, feem to own no other Rule of Aétion,
than prefent Convenience ; and the Law of Nations
is feldom appealed to, but to fan&ify Injuftice, and
fave Appearances. Nor are the pofitive Compadts
folemnly agreed upon between Nation and Nation,
better obferved. For how feldom do we fee a
Treaty religioufly adhered to, by the Parties whofe
Intereft it is to break it, and who think they are in
fuch Circumftances as to be able to break it with
Impunity ?—If fuch Infidelity be too common a-
mougft Princes in general, Experience, long Ex-
perience teaches us, that the Nation with whom
we are foon to treat, excel us, at leaft, in, this
Part of Policy. For no Cords are ftrong enough
to bind them,

Gallic
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Gallic Faith is become proverbial, and the Neigh-
bours of France can reproach her with innumerab'e
Inftances of a moft profligate Difregard to the moft
folemn Treaties. And the Reafon feems to be ob-
vious, without fuppofing that Nation more perfi-
dious than others. The Power, the Populoufnefs,
the Extent, the Strength of the French Monarchy,
free them from thofe Apprehenfions which bind the
weaker Side to be faithful to it’s Engagements 3
and depending upon the Inability of their Neigh-
bours, confidered fingly, to procure to themfelves
Juftice, this, too frequently, has tempted them to
the moft fhameful and barefaced Inftances of na-
tional Breach of Faith.

It well becomes us, therefore, at this Juncture,
when the Diftreffes of France will oblige them to
confent to Terms of Peace, unfavourable to the In-
tereft, and difgraceful to the Glory of their Mo-
narch, to take every Method in our Power to fe-
cure the Obfervance of thofe Conceflions they may
make; and to infift upon their giving us fuch
Proofs of their Sincerity, before any Negociation
be entered upon, as may give us fome Affurance
that they mean to be more faithful to their future
Engagements.

W hat Proof of their Sincerity, I would recom-
mend it to you to demand, what Conceffions it will
be neceffary to infift upon, I fhall- beg Leave to
mention ; after having firft fatisfied you by a De-
tail of fome Particulars, that fuch Demands as I
would propofe cannot be looked upon as the Info-
lence of a Conqueror, but as the wife Forefight of
a People whom dear bought Expence hath taught
the propér Way of doing itfelf Juftice.

It may not, therefore, be unneceflary to place
before your Eyes, fome of the moft remarkable In-
ftances of French Perfidy, which have given Rile

C £
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to all the Troubles of Exrope for above thefe hun-
dred Years.

The Peace of Weftphalia *, while it fecured the
Liberties and Religion of Germany, alfo laid the
Foundation of that Power which hath made France,
ever fince, the Terror of Europe. By this Treaty?,
the Upper and the Lower Alface, a Cm}ntry of
great Extent, and of infinite Confequence in Point
of Situation, was ceded to France. In this Country
there were Ten Imperial Cities, whofe Privileges
and Liberties were in the moft folemn Manner fe-
cured by the fame Treaty, which exprefly fays,
® that they fball preferve their Freedom, and that the
King of France fball not affume over them, any Thing
more than the bare Right of Proteition. How was
this Article obferved ? The ten Imperial Cities
were foon humbled to receive the French Yoke, e-
qually with the reft of 4/face, and remain, now,
lafting Monuments, what others may expeét from
Power unreftrained by Juftice.

The Treaty + of the Pyrenees ftill enlarged the
Boundaries of France, efpecially on the Side of Flan-
ders 3 and the Spaniards thought themfelves fafe
from farther Lofles, by the Marriage of their In-
fanta to Louis the XIV. who, upon that Occafion,
jointly with her, made a formal Renunciation of
all her Rights, to fucceed to any Part of the Spanifb
Pofleflions. And yet, with unparalleled Infolence,
feven Years had fcarcely elapfed before Flanders was
again attacked, on Pretence of thofe very Rights
which had been fo lately renounced, and which,
even tho’ they had not been renounced, muft have

* 1648. ® Article 73, & feq. ® Article 88.
Le Roi de France ne {’arrogera, fur les villes de la Prefe@ure,
que le fimple Droit de Protetion, qui appartenoit a la Maifon
o’ Autriche. 1 1659.

appeared
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appeared chimerical, unlefs a Sifter can have a
Right to fucceed in Preference to her Brother.,

The Peace of Nimeguen I reftored the Tranquil-
quillity of Eurepe, which the Invafion of Holland
by the French had difturbed. But fcarcely was the
Peace figned before it was thamefully violated. The
Decrees of the Chambers of Re-union, by which
Lewis the XIV. feized fo many Territories, to
which he has not the leaft Right ; the Surprifal of
Strafburgh, and theBlockade of Luxemburgh, (hew-
ed fuch a Wantonnefs of Perfidy, as no Hiftory of
the moft barbarous and unpolifhed Savages could
well exceed ; and juftly drew upon the common
Opprefior, the joint Vengeance of offended Eu-
rope.

Who is ignorant of the Story of the Partition
Treaty ? Solemnly ratified and agreed to preferve
that Tranquillity which the Treaty of Refwyck had
jult reftored to Europe, it was no fooner made than
it was fhamefully abandoned by the Court of
France y and for fuch Reafons as will, upon every
Occafion, juftify every Injuftice. The Letzer of
the Treaty, indeed, was violated, they muft own ;
—but the Spirit of it was what ought to be attend-
ed to. And by fuch a Comment, worthier of a
pitiful Sophifter, than of a moft Chriftian King, his
Grandfon was affifted in placing himfelf on the
Throne of Spain.

The Politics of Lewis the XV. have been faith-
fully copied from thofe of his Great-Grandfather ;
and the Behaviour of France, upon the Death of
Charles the V1. is a freth Proof, of how little Ufe
are the moft folemn Treaties, with a Power that
knows no Ties but thofe of Intereft.—The Treaty
of Vienna had but two or three Years before *, an-

1 1679. * In 1738.
2 nexed
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nexed to the Crown of France, the Dutchy of Lar-
rain; a Ceflion which was purclmfed, and pquhaf-
ed cheaply, by the Guarantee of the Pragmatic
Sanétion. By this Stipulation, France was under
the moft folemn Engagements to fupport the Queen
of Hungary in the Pofleflion of all her Father’s Do-
minions. . But how. was the Engagement fulfilled ¢
Pofterity will fcarcely believe fuch bare-faced Per-
fidy was poffible, as our Times faw was actually a-
vowed upon that Occafion.  Germany Was, inftant-
ly, covered with the Armies of Fraice, to affift
the Ele&or of Bavaria, in an Attempt to OVerturn
the Pragmatic Sanétion {o lately guaranteed by them,
and to dethrone that Princefs whom they were
bound by a Treaty, fworn to in the Name of the
Holy Trinity, to protect and defend from all her
Enemies.

I have brought down this Sketch of French Faith
to the prefent Times ; imperfeét indeed ; but, as
far as it goes, flrictly conformable to Hiftorical
Truth. What Confidence then, can France eX-
pe& any of it’s Neighbours will put in her, after
fo many and fuch flagrant Inftances of national Per-
jury, as fhe appears to beguilty of ? The Ca-
talogue of her Infidelities will (till be encreafed ;
and the little Reafon that our Ifland, in particular,
has to truft Her, will ftill be more apparent, by
reminding you of fome of the many Proofs, which
Great Britain itfelf can appeal to, of French Inge-
nuity in Treaty-breaking.—I fhall go no higher
than 'the Peace of Urrecht, becaufe the Inftances in
which it hath been violated by France, have produ-
ced the prefent War ; and becaufe the Epumera-
tion of them will lead me, maturally, to thofe Hints
which I mean to throw out, as neceffary to be at-

+ Treaty of Vienn», Ajticle 10:
tended
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tended to in our future Negociations 3 and which,
if negle&ted, will lofe to this Nation cl;e Fruits
of tnoie Succefles, to gain which, we hav i
every Nerve, .ud lmdu. ourfelves with a Burthen
under which it is a Miracle that we have not alrea-
dy funk.

TheWar whichwas clofed by the Peace of Utrechs
had been undertaken with Views confined, altoge-
ther, to the Continent of Eurgpe, and carried on,
though at an immenfe Expence, more to gain Con-
queﬁs for our Allies than for ourfelves. f'iowc"er,
in the Treaty of Peace, fome Advantages and Con-
ceffions were pu[ated in Favour of the Crown of
Great Britain, and it’s commercial Interefts,

Bythc‘ 12th Article®, Al Nova Scotia or Acadia,
with it’s ancient Lzmz;r, and with all it’s Dependen-

8 e
8

- cies, is ceded to the Crown of Great Britain,

And by the 15th Article, The Subjeits of France,
Inbabitants of Canada, and eJL where, fhall not (;:ﬁ”."f?
or.moleff, in any Manner whatevery the Five Indic an
Nations which are [ubjeét to Great Britain, nor if's
other American Allies.

Let us now fee how thefe Articles have been ob-
ferved, The French feem to have had two Capital
Views in all their American Schemes, ever lince

they have thought Trade and Commerce an Object
worthy of their Attention, The firft was to ex-
tend themfelves from Canada, Southwards, through
the Lakes, along the Back of our Colonies; by

which Means they might anfwer a double Purpofe,
of cutting off our Commumca. ion with the Indian
Nations, and of opening a Communication for
themfelves, between the Rivers St. Lawrence and
Mifsifippi, and thus to join, as it were, their Colo-

a Not having, in my Pnf?:ﬁion an Original Copy 01" the
Treaty of Utrecht, Thave made Ufe of Lambert?’s Tranflation.

nies
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nies of Canada and Louifiana. The other Part of
their Plan, equally important, and more immedi-
ately fatal to our Interefts in North America, was
to gain a Communication with the Ocean; the only
Accefs they now have to Canada, through the Ri-
ver 8¢. Lawrence, being fhut up half the Year,

Full of this favorite Projeét of American Em-
pire, foon after the Treaty of Utrecht, they began
to enlarge their Boundaries on that Continent, in
dire¢t Violation of the folemn Conceflions they had
fo lately made.

As long ago as 1720, they feized and fortified
the moft important Pafs in America, at Niagara;
in that -very Country of the five Indian Nations,
from which the 15th Article of the Treaty of U-
trecht had excluded them. The infinite Confe-
quence of Niagara made them lefs {crupulous, no
Doubt, about Treaties. For by Means of this U-
furpation they, in a Manner, became Mafters of
the Lakes, and could, at Leiure, extend them-
felves to the Obis, and carry their Chain of Forts
and Settlements down to the Mifsifippi.

The Plan of Ufurpation on the Back of our Co-
Jonies went on gradually and fuccefsfully from
Year to Year; the Iudians owned by the Peace of
Utrecht to be our Subjefts, were debauched from
our Intereft, and fpirited up to maffacre, and fcalp
the Englifb 5 and in 1731, the Infolence of the
French grew to fuch an Heighth, that they eretted
their Fort at Crown-Point, 1n a Country indifput-
ably ours ; whether confidered as in the Center of
the flve Nations, or as altually within the Limits of
New-Zork.  And whoever cafts his Eye upon the
Situation of this Fort, in the Map, will fee how
greatly the Poficflion of it facilitated the Comple-
tion of the greit Object of opening a Communica-
tion with the Ocean ; and, how much it expofed
our
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our' moft valuable Colonies to Indian Maffacres and
French Invafions,

If it fhould be afked, what was our Miniftry in
England employed about, during fuch Inftances of
French Perfidy—the Anfwer muft be, (tho’ I with
I could draw a Veil over this Period ) that our Af-
fairs were then conduéted by a Minifter who was
awake, indeed, to every Scheme of Corruption ;
eager to buy a qunugh, or to bribe a Member ;
but flow to every Meafure of national Importance
and Utility., His firft, his only Obje&t, was to
preferve himfelf in Power; and as, in Profecu-
tion of fuch interefted and mercenary Views, he
had actually engaged this Nation in an Alliance
with France, in Europe, (to pull down the exorbi-
tant Power of our old and natural Ally) it was no
‘Wonder, that he heard unmoved, and fuffered with
Impunity, the French Ufurpations in North America.

Let us next trace the French Infidelity with Re-
gard to Nova Scotia or Acadic. Tho’ that Pro-
vince had been yielded to us at Ulrecht, we had
taken very few Steps to fettle it effectually, till
1749, after the Peace of Aix la Chapelle.  And
then the French Court gave us a Specimen of Chi-
cane worthy, indeed, of thofe whom no Treaty
ever bound, in Oppofition to their Convenience:
They began to fpeak out, and to tell us, nay to
infift upon it ferioufly in Memorials, that the
Country ceded to us under the Name of Nova
Seotia, comprehended only the Peminfuls, and did
not extend beyond the Ifbmus. Whereas the
Charters of King Fames 1. to Sir William Alexan-
der 3 and Sir Williem’s own Map as old as the
Charter, demonftrate that the ancient Limits of the
Country fo named included a vaft Traét of Land,
befides the Peninfula, reaching along the Coaft till
it joined New England; and extending up the

3 Country
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Country till it was bounded by the South Side of
the River St. Laurence. Of fuch an Extent of
Country they had formed a Plan to rob us;_hop-
ing, no Doubt, to find the fame Supinenefs in the
Britifp Adminiftration which had overlooked their
former Encroachments.  With this View they de-
fired that Commiffaries might meet to fettle the
Limits, promifing not to act in /f\,’iif)?‘fifd, till thofe
Commiflaries fhould agree, or the Conferences break
up. But how was this Promife obferved ?  While
the Commiffaries trifled away their Time at Paris,

the Ufurpations went on in America s Incurfions
were frequently made into the Peninfula of Ae-
dia, the Pofleflion of which they did not pretend

to difpute with us; Forts were built by them in

feveral Places, and particularly a moft important

One to command the If#bmus 3 thus deciding by

the Sword, in Time of full Peace, that Contro-

verfy which they themfelves had agreed fhould be

amicably adjufted by their Commiffaries; and fur-
nithing a latting Warning to us, that a Treaty
which leaves Points of Confequence to be de-
termined by any after Conferences, only ferves to
light up another War.

While the French Ufurpations went on fo info-
lently in Nova Scotia 3 the Plan was carrying on
with equal Perfidy on the Banks of the Obios a
Country, the Inhabitants of which had been in Al~
liance with the Englifh above an hundred Years
ago; an Alliance frequently renewed; to which
alfo we had a Claim as being a Conqueft of the
Five Nations, and from which, therefore, the
French were excluded by the 15th Article of the
Treaty of Utrecht above recited. - But what avail
Treaties when Intereft comes in Competition? The
Poffeflion of the Chio was ablolutely necefiary,
that the great Plan of conneéling Cenada with

Louifi-
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Lonifiana might fucceed: And, rhf"‘-’*‘k*r@, they

began their I uilé:i-\;s again[i us, in that L(mm; Ys
the very Year of the Peace of Aix-la Chapelle ; op-

poled our Plan of a New Settlement (which had
been thought of by us above forty Years bef (JIL’J
infulted our Traders, plundered and made them
Prifoners; and in 17 14_ having defeated z/r,,.uzr

ton, and deftroyed our Fort, they built tbeir Fort
Du Quefne; and Troops were fent daily from
France to fecure the Pofleflion of this; and of their
nt‘.w and 1m portant U.’L:rp;‘.rion:

No Doubt the French Minifters flattered them-
felves that Engla £

#d, inattentive to the Interefts of
its Colonies for fo many Years before, and who,
fo lately, had fubmitted to a Difadvantageous
Peace, would not have the Spirit to oppofe Force
to Force, and do itfelf Juftice by other Weapons
than the Complaints of Lord Albemarle, and the
Memorials of Mr. Mildmay. But the Hour of
\'/ engeance was, at laft, come; the Interefts of the
I\mguom were mtendcd to by thofe in Power; the
infinite Importance of our American Colonic s was
underftood, and a Refolution taken to have Re-
Cour{c to Arms. And thus England, which, for

half a Century, had been engaged in every Body’s
({1 irrels but its own .‘xlh..x_; its Millions, and
lavifhing its Blood, to obtain a Barrier in Flanders,

which u.ol_ for whom we mc.q;m’cd it could not
defend, or rather did not think it worth while to
keep; began the prefent War, a War truly NA-
TIONAL.

If there be Merit in this fpirited Conduét, tell
your Enemies; My Lord, that you, and a near
Relation of yours (whofe Memory always will be
refpected) had then the chief Diretion of public
Bufinefs. And you, Sir, will pardon me for pay-
ing this Compliment to thoif. who began the'Wa#
b with
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with Spirit; while' I, at' the fame Time, declare
ic as my Opinion that your coming into Power
after it was begun, has contributed to its being car-
ried on with a Succels equally glorious and 1mport-
ant to the Nation.

But before I make the Application of the above
Dedudion concerning * our American Complaints
¢which T fhall, by and bye, make Ufe of, when
I come to k to the Terms which it will be ze-
ceffary to infift upon at the approaching Treaty) it
will be proper to mention another moft important
Inftance of Fremch Perfidy in Europe.

Dunkirk, byits Situation almoft oppofice the Mouth
of the Thames, had done amazing Mifchief to the
Trade of Englond, during King William’s and Queen
Ame’sWars. The Demolition of Dunkirk, theretore,
very naturally become a favourite Object of the
Narion'; ‘the Parliament, in 14708, addrefled her
Majefty to make no Peace without this ConditionTs
and tho® after a-War fo fuccefsful, much more
miglit have been obtained for England than really

]

+h Encroachments in Amed

*. For the Particulars of the Fre
#ica, which I have only given a Sketch of, fee the:Memorials
of our Commiflaries, Dr. hell's Conteft in America 5 the
Doéor’s and Mr. Ewar’s Maps, and many other Treatifes,

+ March 2d 1708, The Lords having fent down an Addrefs
to the Commons for their Concurrence, relating to certain Con-
ditions to be itfifted upon, as the fine gua non, of a Treaty with
France, Mir. ‘Secretary Boyle reprefented, That the Bir #i/b Na-
tion having been ata vaft Expence of Blood and [realure, for
the Profecution of this neceflary War, it was bat jult they
fhould reap fome Benefic by the Peace: And the Town of
Dankirk beingy a Neft of Pyrates, that infefted the Ocean and
did infinite Mifchief to Trade, He, therefore, moved. that
the demolifhing of its Fortifications and Harbours be infifted
upon, in the enfuing Treaty of Peace, and inferted in the Ad-
drefs, which wa: unanimoufly approved of, and carried back
to the Lords,  See (handler’s Debates of Parliament, Vol. vii.

Ps 122,
8

g

was,




was, this Point was caref w‘” infifted upon, and the

Ninth Article of the Peace 'c* Utreckt obtained.

By this Article, The f'rench King
molifb all the Eortifications of the Cit
1o ruin the Harbour ek
‘;‘ /.' ¢ Werks towards, the Sea

lonths, and thofe to the Land in Three Montbs af-
ter 3 all this to be done at bis own f“"«‘ff?]’c‘ﬂ', and the
Fortifications, Harbour, Dykes and Sluicesy mever af -
ter to be ,rjtrm" (ou.d ‘Words b'- devifed in all
the Extent of Language to ftipulate, in a ftronger
Manner, the effi Ltuxi and 11““‘f Demolition of
this Place? And yet all Europe law with Amaze-
ment, and Fwegland beheld with Indignation, the
Peace of Utrecht violated, with Regard to this
important Condition, almoft as foon as it was
figned.

By the Article above- rcm{cﬂ we fee that Dunkirk
was to be demolifhed within five Months after the
{igning the Peace ; and yet, near an Year after, I
find Mr. Walpole, in our Houfe of Commons, in-
fifting that the Peace had already been broken
with Regard to Dunkirk ; Since inftead of ruining
the Harbour, the French were then a‘frfm'{'v repairing
the Sluicesy, and working on a new Canal ¥ And
tho’ the pacific Inclinations of the Miniltry in
1713, when Mr. #alpole pufhed this Affair, over-
ruled the Inquiry, the Facts on which it would
have proceeded were certain.

The /;,f.fm’ Remonftrances of Lord Stair at
Paris, on the Acceflion of George 1. concerning
this Infraétion of the Peace, were the laft Ilf}anCCs
of Humiliation which Lewis XIV. faw himfelf
expoled to; and, perhaps, he would have found
himfelf obliged to do us that Juftice, by Necef-

S and l\j:.' 1

7 & 7 ,"i 7 .
L s o d g4
oe O.'L’lu'l’:-u‘. e

* Chandler’s Debates, Vol. 8. p. 69.
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7, which the Regent, who foon after came into

fity,

e i C L TR € insisavad
Power, willingly agreed to from Views ot privase
7 a o I-J\\ - r S SO G e L | ‘1
Interet. Tho® the Pcace of Utrecht had obliged
the Spanifb Branch of the Bourben 1"1=“‘1y to re-

n to the Crown of
o, by this Regu-

ol Succelily

nounce their Rig
France, the Duke of Orleans,
£

lation, faw only an Infant’s L etween him and
thc Throne, knew well, that ‘he Renunciation
worn to, Docétrine of its

an void, ab initio,
avowed. Torcy, a s appears
with Lor -

Scruple o 2
‘ ent, whr*‘l hari
Union of France and

o 3.
Hvenedien
A PO

Spain.under one I would be of little Foree,
as being the fundamental Laws

of France; by thm Declaration giving us a very
remarkable Inftance of the Weaknels or of the
Wickednefs of our then Minifters, who could
build the Peace of Europe on fo 13{1??\ a Founda-
tion, and accept of Terms which France 1t!clfwds
honeft enough to own were not to be k pt.
However, the Regent was ruo lved to ﬂlpport
his Claim to the Crown of Franc ce, in Exclufion

* See the Report of the fecret Committee, p.13.  The fol-
‘mv:n;_, Fx: raét from a Letter of M.

« Lorcy to Mr. St. Fobu
- 1

i; remarkable. ““ The Renunciation de would be null and
¢ invalid by the fundamental Laws of France; according to
*¢ whch Laws the moft near Prince to the L rown is, of "Ne-
33 CLﬂ»tv, the Heir thereto.—This Law ‘n locked upon, as the
¢ Work of him who ‘1’ 1 cﬁalﬂl‘npd all Moaarchies, and we

¢ are perfuaded in Frunce that God only can abolifh it. No

a

¢ Renunciation, therefore, can deftroy 1: ; and if the King of
¢¢ Spain fhould renounce it for the Sake of Peace, and in Obe-
€

¢ dience to the King his Grandfather, they would deccive them-
¢ felves thac received it as a fuﬂ:cmnt Expedient to prevent the

# I\IIlfChl(:J we pz'}p fe 1o avoid.”
t9
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to the Spanifh Branch ; and as’the Support and
Afliftance of England was necefliry for this Pur-
pofe, it is not to be wondered ar that he fhould
court the Friendfhip of a Nation from whom he
had fo much to expett; and, therefore, he was
wife enough to do us Juftice, by carrying into Fxe-

cution, in fome Degree, the Article relating to

1o
o
Yeinlk sarls

JUNKITK.

The perfonal Intereft of the Regent was the on-
ly Reafon for this Compliance : But ﬁ'lcccr(fding
Adminiftrations in France not being influenced by
the fame private Views to adhere to Treaties {o-
lemnly ratified, Dunkirk begar gradually ro rife
from its Ruins; its Port again received Ships 3
its Trade flourithed ; England faw itfelf deprived
of this favourite Advantage gained at Utrecht
and fuch was the Afcendancy of French Councils
over thofe of this Ifland, at the Period | Ipeak of,
that we were atually engaged in Alliances with
France, while that Nation was thus openly infult-
ing us, and infulting us, without Obftruction, in
fo eflfential an Article. We all remember what
pafled in Parliament in P93 re]\ating to the Point
now before us.———Such was the tame Acquief-
cence of the Britifh Adminiftration, that Dauntirk,
by this Time, ftood upon our Cuftom-Houfe
Books as a Port, from whence great Imports were
made ; and when an Inquiry concerning this was
propofed in the Houfe of Commons by a great

Parliament Man ¥, fince dead, the then Minifter

hung his Head, in the Houfe, for Shame. And

who could have believed it poffible, that the fame

Perfon, who had been fo ready to promote a Par-

ilamentary Inguiry into this Violation of the Peace

in 1713, fhould obftrutt fuch an Inquiry, when he
* Sir William Wypdham.

him-
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himfelf was in Power, tho’ the Reafons for it had
become much ftronger ? Who could fee Him,
without Indignation, fhut his Eyes to the Re-efta-
blithment of Dunkirk, and obftruét the propofed
Inquiry, by getting from Cardinal Fleury (who
then governed France, and, 1blufh to fay it, Eng-
land too) a delufive, minifterial Letter, promifing
what he knew would not be performed .—and obr
tained, perhaps, only becaufe the Cardinal was af-
{ured, that the Breach of the Promife would not
be refented?

While England remained fo averfe to do itfelf
ce improved the

Juftice, no Wonder that I7an

Opportupity. At the Time when that Minifter
was obliged to retire from Power, the Re- eftablith-
ment of Dunkirk was completed For, withina
few Months after *, we find a Memorial prefent-
ed by Lord Siair to the Datch, complaining of
this Violation of the Peace of Utrecht, and urging
this as a Reafon for their joining us againft France.
And as it is for the Honour of the Adminiftra-
tion then entering into Office, that they began
with Meafures fo fpirited and national, 1t is equal-
ly remarkable, that the fame Perfon, who had
threatened Loxis X1V, in his own Palace, for his
Slownefs in demolithing Dunkirk, lived to be again
employed by his Country at the Diftance of near
thirty Years, when the Reftoration of Dunkirk bes
came an Objeét of national Refentment,

The two Nations had not, as yet, begun the
late War, when we faw, in Owe Inftance, both a
Proof that Dunkirk was again a Port, and a Port
which may be made Ufe of, to endanger the Safe-
ty of Britain. Atthe Time 1 now fpeak of 1, we

LCU.

* The Memorial is dated Fuh 1, 1742,

T In1743-4.

be-
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beheld the Harbour of Dunkirk crowded with
Tranfports to embark Count Saxe and the Preten-
der to mvade us. And, if that Invafion had then
taken Effect, from that very Pors which was to be
no Port (happily the Winds were contrary to the
Fleet from Breft) the infinite Mifchief which this
Nation may fuffer from its Re-eftablithment, would
have been fatally experienced.

Though we have no great Reafon to brag of the
Treaty made at the Conclufion of the laft War
(which 1 am afthamed to call a Peace, as it fettled
nothing that was before in Doubt between the two
Nations) the Peace of Utrecht concerning Dunkirk,
was, neverthelefs in its moft effential Parc, re-
ftored to its full Force, I fay, in its moft Effen-
tial Part 5 becaufe, though the 19th Article of the
Theaty of Aix-la-Chapelle left Dunkirk in-the State
it then was, with Regard to its Fortifications to the
Land ; the fame Article revived our Right, to the
Demolition of its Port, by ftipulating That ancient
Treaties are to be obferved in Regard to the Port, and
the Works on the Sea fide.

Little or nothing was done between the Conclu-
fion of the Peace, and the breaking out of the pre-
fent War, towards carrying into Execution this
frefh Promile.  On the contrary, the enlarging of
the Fortifications of Dunkirk, is mentioned in his
Majefty’s Declaration of War, three Years ago,
as one of the frefh Heads of Injury offered to Eng-
land. And whoever refleéts upon the Tranfactions,
fince that Period, will fee that Dunkirk is reftored
to its original Imporrance. 1Its Privateers have
done infinite Mifchief to our Trade ; a Squadron of
his Majefty’s Navy, in vain blocked up its Har=
bour lately, to prevent the failing of Thurot’s
Fleer ; and, it is well known, that the long
threatened Invafion of thefe Kingdoms, which
France, in Defpair, certeinly meditated, would

Have
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have been attempted from this Pl
ftruction of their Ships of War by Hawke, had not
taught, them the Abfurdity of invading us in their
much celebrated flat bottam Boats, which, we may
well fuppofe, will hardly be tried, when their
Fleets, really formidable, have been deftroyed inm

yce, if the Des

the Attempt.
The above Enu meration of French Infidelities, in
general, and in particular their Behaviourto £ngland
with regard to, Dunkirk, and with regard to North-
America, fo naturally points out the Expediencyy
and Neceffity of the Hints I thall now offer, that, in
propofing them, [ may well hope not to have them
ridiculed as the Reveries of a chimerical 8¢. Pierre,
but rather attended to, as the fober Dictates of
Prudence, and of a Zeal not altogether devoid of
Knowlege.

Fuft, Then, my Lord and Sir, before you enter
upon any New Treaty, or liten to any plaufible
Propofals whatever, infift that Juftice may be done
this Nation, with regard to former Treaties. Shew
France the ftrong, the folemn Engagement
fhe entered . into at - Utretcht to demolith Dun=
kirk 3 put her in Mind of the amazing Perfidy
with which fhe, from Time to Time, eluded the
Performance of that Engagement ; and demand
immediate Juftice on that Article, as a preliminary
Proof of her Sincerity 1n the enfuing Negociation.

Be not deceived any longer in this Matter.  The
French will, no doubt, affure you that the Demo-
lition of Dunkirk fhall be an Article in the New
Treaty. But let them know, you are not to be fo
impofed upon. They will, to be fure, when this
becomes a new Article, reckon it a new Concef-
fion on their Side, and expeét fomething in return
for it,—perhaps Guadaloupe, or fome fuch Trifley
as they will call it. But tell them with the Firm-
nefs of wile Conguerors, that the Demolition of

Dunkirk
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Dunkirk is what you are intitled to by Treaties
made long ago, and violated ; and that it fhall not
be fo much as mentioned in the infuing Negocia-
tion, but complied with, before that Negociation
fhall commence.

Or, admitting that no Conceffion fhould be re-
quired by France in the New Treaty, in Confide-
ration of a New Article to demolith Duntirk, place
to them, in the ftrongeft Light, the unan{werable
Reafons we have againft putting any Confidence in
them, that fuch an Article would be better executed,
than that in the treaty of Uirecht has been.

If they refufe doing us this immediate Juftice,
previous to the Peace ; afl them how they can ex-
pect that we fhould have any Reliance on their Sin-
cerity to fulfill the New Engagements they may
enter into, when they afford us fo ftrong, fo glar-
ing an Inftance of Infidelity, in an Article of fuch
Confequence, made fo many Years ago? Can you
have any Dealings with a Power, who, if he refufes
this, at the very Time he is treating, affords you
fuch manifeft Proof, that his Word is not to be re<
lied upon, and that you cannot truft to the Execu-
tion of any Promife ever fo folemnly made?

Perhaps France may think it a Difgrace to them,
to comply with any Thing previous to the begin-
ning of a Negociation. Tell them, that acting
honourably, and doing what Juflice requires, can
never be difgraceful. But if it be a D.grace; tell
them, with the Spirit of honeft Men, that we owe
it them, for the greater Dilgrace they put, not long
ago, upon us, by requiring us to fend two Peers
of this Realm to remain in France as Hojtages, till
we furrendered Lowifburg 3 an Indignity which I
cannot call to mind, without Pain; and which, 1
always thought was fubmitted to without Necef-

fity.
5 | {3
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It is now our Turn to vindicate the Honour of
our Nation ; and as Dunkirk was put into our Pof-
feflion before the Treaty of Utrecht, asa Pledge ofthe
French Sincerity, and to continue inour I’oﬂduon till
the Demolition Iu()ul d be completed ; let fome fuch
Expedient be now aUrLed uf mn with this Diffe-
rence only, that nmud of five Months after the Peace;
the Time fixed, for the Demelition, at Utrecht,
Jet no Peace be figned, at prefent, till this Right
acquired to us by former Treaties, dnd of which
we have been fo perfidioully robbcd be actually
carried into full Execution.

However, if any infuperable Difficulties thould
attend the donvr ourfelves Jufkice, on this Head,
before the Peace ; if, for Inftance, which perhaps
may be the Cai'c, it thould be found that it cannot
be complied with, un'efs we confent to a Ceffation
of z]i"ff'i", during the Time of Negociation ; rather
than give France that Oplortunuy of recovering
from its Diftrefles, and of being protected from thc
Superiority of our Arms, before we have, finally,
obliged them to accept of our own Terms of Peace
(which was one Caufe of the Ruin of our Negociation
at Utrecht) I would wave infifting upon the Demoliti-
on of Dunkirk, before the Treaty, and think it fuffici-
ent to demand Hyffages from them, asa Security that
it fhall be faithfully complied with, within a limit-
ed Time after the Treaty fhall be concluded.” The
Parifians had two Englifly Milords to ftare at, upon
the laft Peace ; and I do net fee why the Curiofity
of our Londoners fhould not be gratified, in the
fame Way ; and Fwo Ducs & Pairs of France be
fent as Hoftages to England, till Dunkirk ceale to
be a Port.

I know well, that Political Opmmm concerning
the Importance of any particular Object, are as
frequently diCtated by Whim and Fathion, as buile

on
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on folid Reafon and Experience. Perhaps, fome
may think, :hatAthis 18 the Cafe, with Regard te
the Neceflity of demolithing Dunkirk. Bur, tho’
it may not at prelent be fo favorite an Objeét of
National Politics, as it was in the Queen’s Time ;
this has not been owing to any real Change of Cir-
cumfitances ; but to another Caufe, to the American
Difputes between the two Nations, which have
been the great Objet of the prefent War, and
{carcely permitted us, hitherto, to reflet, in what
other Inftances, the Infidelities of France moft be
checked at the infuing Peace. But as this defir-
able Event now approaches, we cannot forget, or
forgive the Behaviour of our Enemies with Regard
to Dunkirk ; and it will be equally neceffary for the
Honour and for the Intereft of this Nacion to make
no  Peace, without obt;‘.ining full Satisfaction on
this Head. It will be neceflary for the Honour of
the Nation to infift upon this, if it were only, to
fhew to Europe in general, and to France in parti-
cular—That we have too much Spirit not to refent
Injuries ; and too much Wifdom not to take Care,
when we have it happily in our Power, to prevent
them for the future.—But the Demolition of Dus-
kirk, is alfo neceflary, if we would take Care of
the Intereft of the Nation. Such hath been our
Succefs, in deftroying the Navy of France; and fo
unabie doth that Kingdom now appear, to carry on
its ambitious Projects by Land, and to vie at the
fame Time, with England, for Dominion on the
S‘ea; that we may reafonably fuppof, there is an
End of Breff and Toulon Squadrons, to face our
Fleets 5 and a future War with England, will leave
the Fresch no other Way of diftrefling us by Sea,
than to lie in watch for our Merchant Ships, with
numberlefs Privateers. In fuch a piratical War,
Dunkirk, if its Harbour be not now deftroyed,

E 2 Will,
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will, too late, be found to be of infinite Confe-
qucl’m; s and we - {hall farally exgerlcn\, it again,
what it was in the Queen’s Time, and in the Lan-

guage of her “1._111‘:‘:1.1(:‘.[., a Neft of Pyrates, in-
o (=
/

Jefting the Ocean, and doing infinite  Mifchief to

For thefe Reafons therefore, Tam fo old-fafbion=
] as to l_sc_,e-‘ that our: Plenipotent iarics will have
this Poiat ‘;..'( }-m]‘ *”'affw ‘o them in their Inftrac-
f1ons, and that Delen -” Caorthe ga, Demy tlfr,? D= :

kirk, will-be a “Pre Lllunh.'f)} Article in th e enfuing

Negociatior
The ‘War having begun, principa lly, with a
View to do ourfelves j.iﬁ"'cc in North America, the
on of Matters, on that Continent, oughc

and no Doubt, will bL. the capital Article
to England, in the coming Treaty. It
weceflary, therefore, to give you my Senti-
ments, on this .ica_r‘. s -and \‘-hlu I do-it, with all
becoming Diffidence, 1 fhall, at the fame Time,
fupport what [ may offer, with Reafons 1ppearing
fo ftrono to me, as' may perhaps recommend it to

your farther Confideration, though it fhould fail of
Irodn. ing Convidtion.

Now it is with the greateft Pleafure, I would
obferve, that with Revlrd to North America, we
have *orhmn to afk, at the Peace, which we have
not already made ou;fc‘.ws v v‘m\ of, during the
War. We have been bleflfed by Haavcn, with a
Surck.‘-, in'that Part of the Warld, fcarcely to be
alleled in Hiftory. The Rafhnefs of Braddock,
the Iwmrcricnc: of Shirley, the Inactivity of Loun-

., and the Nl-fuccels of Abercrombie, feem only

have been fo many nec effary Means of producing

that Upanimity in our Colonies, that Spirit in our
* See above, p. 18

Troops ;
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Troops ; and that fteady Perfeverance in our Mini
fters, as hath not only recovered from the Ene
all his Ufurpations, but Leuifburg is an Engly
Harbour ; Quebec, the Capital ot Canada, is al-
ready in our Poffeffion ; and the Reft of that
Country will fall of Courfe. It is a Profpeét ftill
more agrecable ; that by deftroying the Naval
Force of Framce, our Nerth American Conquefts
cannot be retaken 3 and the Principle | would now
Jay down, and which I would recommend it to you
to adopt, is, not to give up any of them. Andl
thall now endeavour to prove to you, that fuch
Demand may be infifted upon, without giving the
Enemy any Pretence for accufing vs of Infolence to-
wards them 3 and cannot be omitted without giv-
ing the Nation juft Realon to complain, that we
have confented to a treacherous and  delufive
Peace.

It cannot, furely, ever enter the Imagination of a
Britifh Adminiftration, to make Peace, without,
at leaft, keeping in our Pofleflion, all thofe Piaces,
where the French had fettled themfelves, in Viola-
tion of former Treaties, and from which we have,
fortunately, driven them. Upon this Plan, then,
we fhall, at the Peace, be left in Pofleflion not only
of the Peninfula of Acadia, but of All Nova Scolia,
according to its old Limits ; the Bay of Fundi, and
the River 8¢. Yobn.—The important Conquefts of
Crown Point, and Niagara, will not be relinquifh-
ed; and Fort du Quefne, and the Country near the
Ob:o, will remain Ours. They are already Ours 3
the French know they cannot get them back during
the War, and they do not expect that we fhall give
them up at the Peace.

But though Care fhould be taken to keep all
thofe Places juft mentioned ; fomething more muft
be done, or our American Colonies will tell you you

have
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lone Nothizg.  In a Word, you muft keep
otherways you lay the Foundation of an-
other W TE
The Neceffity of this may be placed in fo ftrik-

1 7

e a View, as to filence the french Plenipotentia-
e i

| - 1  F g

s, and to convince all Ewnrope, of the Fuftice of
ur Demand.

A 1. ol s
Atk the French

, what Security they can give

you, if we reftore Canada to them, however re-
firained in its Boundaries, that they will not again
begin to exrend them at our Expence? If the
Treaty of Ulrectt could not keep them from En-
croachments, what Reafon can we have to fuppole
the future Treaty will be better obferved ? If the
French ae lefv at Montreal, and the three Rive A
can we be certain they will not again crols the
Champlain Loke, and attack Crewn-Point 2 If the
River St. Lawrence be {till theirs, what is to infure
us againft an Expedition to Niagara ? Can ve flat-
ter ourfelves, that a People, who in fall Peace,
ereted thofe two Fortrefles, in direé Violation of
their Faith plighted at Utrecht, will be reftrained,
by any future Treaty, from attemptinz, alfo in
full Peace, to-recover them ? After having feen the
Erench carrying on a regular Plan of Ulurpation,
in Nerth America, for thefe Forty Years paft, fhall
we be fo weak as to believe that they will now lay
it alide ? No, depend upon it, if the French think
it worth their while to afk back that Part of Nerth
America, which was their own, they mean to take
a proper Opportunity, of Efbowing all our Colinies
round about, and of refuming the fame ambitious
Views of Enlargement which the moft facred Tics
of former Treaties could nor reftrain,

The Truth of the Matter is, they were tired of
Canada.  The Inclemency of the Climate, the
difficult Accefs to it; and a Trade fcarcely defr:
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mg the Expence of the Colony, would long 206
have induced them to abandon ir. if the Plan

xtending its Boundaries, at the xpence of
£

i LG
Euglifbs and of opening its Communication with
Loufiana and with the Ocean, had not made them

perievere. —— Canoda itlelf is not worth their afk-

ing; and if they do defire to have it reffored to
them, it can only be with a View to repeat the fame
Injuries and Infidelities, to punith which, we en-
gaged in the prefent War. Uhnlefs, therefore, we
be refolved, with our Eyes open, to expofe our-
felves 10 a Repetition ot former Encroachments .
unlefs we would choofe to be obliged to keep great
Bodies of Troops, in 4merica, in full Peace, at an
immenfe Expence; we can never confent to leave
the French any Footing in Camada.  1f we do
not exclude them, al/olutely and entirely from that
Country 3 we thall foon find we have done nothing.

Let the Treaty be drawn ever fo accuratelyy let

(9% §

the Boundaries between Cenadz and our Colenies,

ni
be defcribed ever fo precifely, and regulated ever
fo much, in our Favour; what has happened al-
rcady, ought to teach us what we may expet a-
ga'n; the future Treaty will be obferved no bet-
ter than the former have been 4 Ufurpation and
Encroachment will gradually revive ; and thus fhall
we have thrown away/all our Succefles ; fo many
Millions will have been expended to no Purpofe 5
and the Blood of fo many thoufands of our brave
Countrymen fpilt, only to remind us, that though
we knew how to conquer, we knew not how to im-
prove, perhaps, the only Opportunity we fhall ever
have, of putting it our of the Power of France to
violate its Faith.

I take it for granted that, in the furure Nego-
ciation, the Ifland of Cape Breton will follow the
Fate of Quebec; 1 fhall only obferve with Regard

1 to
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to it, that though the Harbour and Fortification
of Louifbourg be of infinite Service to France 5 1t
can be of little or no Ule to England, if Canada
be left to us. It is of Confequence to France, as
a Retreat to their S thing on the neighbour-
ing Banks of Newfo: ndland 3 and as a Security to
the Entrance of the Gulph of St. Laurence. But the
Poflefion of Newfoundland itfelf, makes Louifbourg
of no Utility to the Englifp, in the former Refpett ;
and Halifax, where we have a good Harbour, an-
fwers very nearly the latter P'urpole. Upon this
View therefore, may we not hope and expect, that,
the Neceffity of garrifoning Lout/bourg having end-
ed with the Conquelt of Quebzc, its Fate will be de-
termined, without troubling the French Plenipoten-
tiaries ? Without waiting for a Congrefs, let Orders
be forthwith fent to demolifh it, fo as not to leave
one Stone uéaa'm another, of the Fortifications 3 to
remove the Inhabitants to Nowva Scotia, a better
Country ; and to leave the Ifland, a bure and bar-
ren Rock ; the State it was in, before the Peace of
Utrecht gave Leave to France to fortify it. If the
Right given to the French by the 13th Article of
the fame Peace, to Fifh in fome Parts of thofe Seas
fhould be continued (and I could wifh to fee it
continued, as the” Refufal of it would be rather un-
reafonable) let Cape Breton unfortified, and ungar-
rifoned be left open to them; and a few Men of
War kept at Halifax, will effettually prevent Lou-
ifbourg’s being again made a Place of Strengih.

If you adopt this Meafure, 1 fhould be inclined
to think, Framce will fee that you know your true
Interefts ; and that you are refolved f{teadily to pur-
fue them. And if they thould make any Remon-
ftrances againft it, tell them they may follow our
Example and demolifh, if they pleafe, the Forti-
fications of Mabon; which we fee them pofiefs
with
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with as great Indifference as we remember
cumftances of its Lofs, with Shame: ".\ hich
being of no Ule to them they will not defire to keey
and which, having been kept, by us, at an I'x-
pence, not countubalanced by its Utility, we fhall
not be very fanguine about recovering. Or, rather
tell them, that in demolithing Louifbourg, betfore the
Peace, we only copy a former Example given us
by themfelves, when their Troops were employed
in difmantling the Frontier Towns in hm,i,.r at
the very Time that their Plenipotentiaries at Aix

la Chapelle were confenting to give them up
The Plan which I have had the Honour of {ketch-
ing out to you, befides being fo reafonable in itfelf,
is perfectly agreeable to that Moderation expreficd
by his Majefty, in his Speech, of #st baving entered
into the War with Views of Ambition. The Poffe(-
fion of Canada, is no View of Ambition; it is
the only Security the French can give us, for their
future Regard to Treaties. We have made other
Conquets, of great Importance, our Management
of which will give us fufficient Means of fhewing
our Moderation. And though I thall not prefume
to give any Opinion about the future Difpofal of
them, I think, however, I may be allowed to hint,
that « the Poffeflion of Guadaloupe,” an additional
fugar ifland, when we have fo many of our own,
ought not to be infifted upon fo ftrenuoufly as
to make it a neceflary Condition of the Peace. And
though ¢ Senegal and Goree” are of real Import-
ance in the Slave and Gum Trades, our OWn A-
frican Settlements have hitherto fupplied us with
Slaves, fufficient for our American Purpofes: And
the Trade for Gum is, perhaps, not of Confe-
quence enough to make us Amends for the annual
Mortality, which we already lament, of our brave
Countrymen, to guard our African (.onqueﬂs The
F Pcupic
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wnd, therefore, will not, 1 believe,
 them back, for a valuable Con-
' z_c,z_/ztz'(; be left to us.
this - in its proper Light, it
{ry to :u‘@c on the mimw LO'}fc-
th America to this Country. Qur
conrain above a Million of Inhabi-
tly fupplied with the Manufac=
1y I'rade to them, by em-
rable F%mp‘a‘, is one great Source of
ngth ; by fn)ponrm g our Sugar
s, and other T\Lcc[‘l
they pour in upon us ail the Riches of the
[ “di we carry their Rice, and Tobacco,
d ' Markets of E z(:mﬂ ; they pro-
duce Indigo, and Iron ; and the whole Navy of
la 1y be equipped, with the Produéts of
‘merica. And if, notwithftanding our
feveral Branches of Commerce we
formerly enjoyed in Ewxrgpe and to the Levant, we
have ftiil more (_nmmcrce than ever ; a greater De-
mard for our Manufactures, and a wvaft Increafe
of our fhipping; what can this be owing to, but
o fi e " Trade to our own American Colomf:s, a
Trade .which the Succefles of this War, will render,
every Day, more and more advantageous ? If this
Matrer, then, be confidered, in the above Light,
by th-fe whom I now .Mdrefs, they will make our
North American Lomucﬁs the fine qua non of the
Peace, as being the only Method of guarding our
invalunble Pollefiions there, from Ufurpations and
Encro chments; and they will look upon every
other Conquelt, we have made, or may make, in
other Parts of the World, as Inftruments put into
our Hands by Providence, to enable us to fettle
Affairs on the Continent of Europe, as advantage-
oully to our Allies, zs our Gratitude could wilh,
and as sbeir Fidclity doth deferve,

\rnwr !(_)

Here,
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Here, then, let me change the Scene, and hav
ing fettled our Affairs in Canad.
[I]Ey were fo fettled at the Peace!) permic me to fi-
nith my Plan of ’\‘mccil'ion, by giving my Senti-
ments on the Part we ought to act, to obtain a pro-
per Settlement of Affairs in Germany.

If a great Number of Allies can make them-
felves formidable to a common Fnemy, during
the Operations of the War, they are apt ro ruin
every Ad vantage they may l,(w\ muu“‘, by quir-
relling amongft themfelves, when they begin thei
Negociations for Peace. Like an Oppofition, i
our Parliament, carried on againft an mw
Minifter, all Smts of Parties and Conrie
Sorts of difugreeing and contradictory refls
join againft him, at firft, as a common i*.“m.w :
and tolprablc Unanimity is preferved amongft them,
fo long as the Fate of this Parliamentary War con-
tinues in Sufpence. But when once they h.ve dri-
ven him to the Wall, and think themfelves fure
of Victory ; the Jealoufies and Sufpicions, which,
while the Conteft depended, had been {tifled, break
out; every one who fhared in the Fatigue, expecis
to fhare in the Spoils; feparate Interefts counter-
act each other; feparate Negociations are {et on
Foot ; till at la f‘r by mz[mn!y and m rcenary Divi-

(would ro God

fions, thfy lofe the Fruits of their Victory, and
the (; sie€t of the common Refentment is ‘.ol& to
make Terms for himfelf *. —— This was exactly

[} : Cafe, in the Conteft b“twfcn Lewis X1V, ai nd
the Princes of Euripe united againft him, be i'urc
the Peace of Utrecht ; and the unhappy Divifions of
the Allies (Divifions too likely to have fprung up,

* The true Hiltory of the Tranfaflion here alluded to, may,
pofiibly, fome Time or other, appear ; tho gh, as yet, we are
}uhld‘.;d he WJ*...m,‘.s\Hy litile of 1.

F:a gven
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even tho’ there had not been a Party in England, who
to gratify their private Refentments, blew up the
Coals of Diffention) gave the French the Means of
procuring more favourable Terms of Peace, than
they could well have hoped after fo unfuccefsful a
War.

I have mentioned this, with a View to obferve,
that the Circumftances of the prefent War on the
Continent are very different 5 no fuch unfortunate
Difunion feems poflible to happen to us, though it
may happen amongft the Confederates who are en-
gaged on the fame Side with France, againft Hano-
ver and the King of Pruffia.

[t may be colletted from more than one Hint
dropt in the Courfe of this Letter, that 1 am no
Friend to Continental Meafures in general ; efpeci-
ally fuch continental Meafures as engaged us dur-
ing the three laft Wars, as Principals ; when we
{eemed eager to ruin ourfelves, in Support of that
Auftrian Family whom we now find, with unparal-
leled Ingratitude, and incredible Folly, in clofe
Alhance with France. But the Confinental Mea-
Jures now adopted by Englond were neceflary, both
with Regard to Our Honour and Our Intereft.
Hanover has been attacked by France, on a Quar-
rel entirely Engli/b ; and tho’ Care was taken, by
the A& of Settlement, that England fhould not be
involved in Wars on account of Hanover ; yet Gra-
titude, Honour, the Repurtation of cur Country,
eve'y Motive of Generofity, bound us, not to al-
low the innocent Eleétorate to be ruined for Eng-
land’s American Quarrel with Framce. In Regard
to our Intereft, no Engli/p Minifter, however in-
fiexible, in his Attachment to his native Country,
could have devifed the Means of making the beft

Ufe of our American Conquefls, if the French could
have treated with [Hanover in their Hands, It was
with
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with a View to prevent this, to oppole the French
in their Projects in Germany, the Succefs of which
would have been fo detrimental to England, that
we boneftly and wifely have formed and have main-
tained the Army now commanded by Prince Ferdi-
nand ; and have entered into an Alliance with the
King of Pruffia.

But tho’ this was a Meafure of Prudence, it was
fcarcely poflible for the wifeft Statefmen to forefee
all thofe great Confequences which it hath already
produced. The Efforts which the French have made
in Germany, and the Refiftance they have there
met with by the Care of the Brizi/h Adminiftration ;
have contributed more than perhaps we could ex-
pect, to cur Succefls in America, and other Parts of
the World.  Full of the Project of conquering Ha-
novery France faw herfelf obliged to engage i ex-
orbitant Expences ; Armies were to be paid, and
maintained in Wefipbalic and on the Rhine, vaft
Sums were to be advanced to the Court of Vienna
always as indigent as it is haughty ; the ravenous
Ruffians, and the degenerate Swedes, would not
move, -unlefs allured by Subfidies ; and the Mouth
of every hungry German Prince was to be ftopr,
with the Louis D'ors of France. Involved in Ex-
pences thus enormous, our Enemies have been
prevented from ftrengthening themfelves at Sea,
where England had moft Reafon to dread their be-
coming ftrong. :

The infinite Advantages which this Nation hath
reaped from the German War, are indeed now fo
well underftood, that we have feen the greateft
Enemies of this Meafure acknowledge their Miftake.

They now confefs that if we had not refifted
France, in fer Projeéts of German Conquefts, her
beft Troops had not been deftroyed ; her own
Coalls would have been better protected; fhe

would
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would have been able to pay more Attention, to
her American Concerns 3 Lngland might ~ have
been threatned, fo ferioufly, with Invafions, as to
be afraid of parting with thofe numerous Armies
which have conguered, at fuch a Dftance of
Time. In a Word, that univerfal Bankruptcy,
which hath crowned the Diftrefies of France, and
gives England greater Reafon of Exultation, than
any Event of the War, might have been prevent
ed. It is entirely owing to the German Part of the
War that France appears thus low in the political
Scale of Strength and Riches ; that fhe is found to
be a finking Monarchy, nay a Monarchy already
funk. And, perhaps, it might be an Inquiry wor-
thy of another Montefquieu, to affign the Caufes of
the Rife and Fall of the FErench Monarchy ; and to
fe filent Principles of Decay which
made fo rapid a Progrefs,
after upwards of twenty
Years almoft conftant War, maintained againft all
Europe, was fti!l more refpectable, and lefs exhauft-
ed than it now appeats to be, when the fingle Arm
of Great Britain 1s lifted up againft her, and the
War has lafted no more than three or four Years.

If this then be the State of the War in Germany 3
if Enzland be bound to take a Part in it, by every
Motive of Honour and Intereft ; and if the infinite
Advanragcsithath already produced, be ftated fair-
]y—the Inferencel would draw, and which I believe
the whole Nation will alfo draw, is, that we fhould
continue to exert thofe Endeavours which hitherto
have been fo cffectual, in defeating the Defigns of
France to get Pofleflion of Hanover.

His Majefty, as Ele&or of Hanover, has no
Views of Ambition : His Country has ieen attacked
enly becaufe it belenged 1o the King of Great Britain;
and nothing more is required of us, but to be true

to ourfelves, by negleting no Step that may pre-
ven

point out tho
have, in our Times,
that France, in 1712,
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vent Hangver from falling again into the Hands of
France, after having been fo miraculoufly refcued

frem the  Conzributions of the repacious Richlien,

and faved from the Military Defer:t of Belleifle.—1
need not fay any Thing of the Glory acquired by that
Army, which notwithftanding it’s great Inferiority,
hath driven the French twice from the Wefer to the
Rbine. 1 fhall only obferve, that the next Cam-
paign (if another Campaign fhould preceed the
Peace) will, in all Probability, lofe us none of the
Advantages we have gained, on that Side; if our
Army, {till headed by Prince Ferdinand who has
already gained fo many Laurels, be rendered more
formidable, as I hope it willy by fending to it fome
Thoufands more of our national Troops ; who now,
{ince the Conqueft of Canada, and the Defeat of
the long threatned Invafion, have no other Scene
oi Action left, but to contribute to another Vitory
in Germany.

It would be a very pleafing Profpe@, if we could
fpeak with equal Confidence, and Probability of
Succefls, concerning the future Operations of the
King of Pruffia. However, when we reflet on the
amazing Difficulties he has had to ftruggle with 3
attacked on every Side by a Number of Confede-
rates, each of whom, fingly, one would have thought,
an equal Match for his'whole Strength ; bearing
up, at the fame Time, againft che formidable Power
of the Houfe of Auftria; the brutal Ferocity of the
Ruffians 5 the Attacks of the Swedes; the Armies
of the Empire; and, at one Time, having the ad-
ditional Weight of the Frgnch Arms upon him
when, I fay; we refleét on the uncommon Difficul-
ties this magnanimous Prince has to refift, we muft
rather exprefs our Wonder, and our Satisfa&tion
that his Situation is ftill fo refpeétable, than indulge
our Fears, that it is likely to be worfe. The feverh—:

e
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eft Checks he has met with during this War, have
only ferved to thew how calm hé pofiefies himfelf
under Diftrefs, and how ably he can extricate him-
felf. The Hour of Adverfity has called forth all his
Abilitics, and if he has failed fome times, from too
great an Eagernefs to conquer, he has always been
ahble to retrieve his Affairs, and like Anteaus, gdin-
ed frefh Strength from every Overthrow:

And, upon this Principle, 1 flatter myfelf, his
Pruffian Majefty will ftill be able to fecure to
himielf the great r Part, if not the whole of
Saxony for his Winter Quarters, and to recruit
his Army, no Doubt much fhattered with it’s
Loffes and Fatigues, before the opening of an-
other Campaign. It is to be hoped alfo, that
befides the amazing Refources He has ftill lefe
in his ewn unbounded Genius, and the generous
and effeclual Support which his Connexion with
England, affords him 3 the Power of the Confede-
racy again{t him may be broken, by difuniting the
Confederates. Hiftory fatisfies us how feldom a Con-
federacy of many Princes, has ever ruined a fingle
Powerattacked. 1have given one Inftance of thisal-
ready, when I fpoke of the Grand Alliance againft
Lewis X1V. and the League of Cambray againft the
Penetians, inthe 16th Century, is an Inftance ftill
more remarkable.

But, if contrary to our Hopes, our Wifhes, our
Endeavours, this thould faily if his Praffian Maje-
fty, like a Lion caught in the Toils (after a Re-
fiftance already made, which will hand him down
to Pofterity as the greateft of Men) fhould at laft
be unable to defend himfelf; let bim not defpair
while he is in Alliance with Britain: For 1 would
inculcate a Doérine, which I thnk will not be
unpopular
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unpopular amongft my Countrymen, and which,
therefore, 1 ho,JL, will not be oppofed by our Mi-
nifters, ‘That whatever Congquefts we bave m ade, and
whatever Conquefts we may fiill make, u; Z the
French, except North America, which muft be kept
all our own 5 fhould be looked upon as given ¢ 'c{ Lo
France for a moft important Confideration, if it c:
be. the Means of extricating the Kin g of l)ll.lluilf o
any unfor efeen Diftreffes.

Perhaps my Notions on this Subjet may feem
to border on Enthufiafm; but, honum, T «can-
not but be perfuaded, that Things - are come to
that Pafs in Germany, that the Ruin of the King
of Pruffic will be foon followed by the Ru' of the
Proteftant Religion in the Empire. The blind Zeal
of the bigotted Auftrian Family will have no Check,
if the Head and Proteftor of the German Prote-
ftants be deftroyed ; and the War begun only to
wrelt Silefia from him, will, in the-End, be found
to be a War that will overturn ‘the Liberties and
Religion of Germany, 1If, therefore, the noble
Perfeverance of the King of Pruffia- deferves the
Efteem of a generous People ; if his Fidelity to
his Engagements, which has contributed to fave
Hanover and to ruin France, can demand our Gra-
titude ; if the Danger of the only Proteftant So-
vereign in Germany, able to preferve the Privileges
of his Religion from being ‘trampled under Foot,
can call forth the wart bupport of this Proteftant
Nation ; may I not hope, may I not be confident,
that our Minifters will dictate, and our ' People
approve of Terms of Peace in his Favour, tho’
they fhould be purchafed by relinquifhing fome
of our Conquefts; while the Pofitffion of ‘Canada
will be fo reafonable a Bound to the Demands we
may make for ourfelves ? :

G
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1 have ftated this Point, upon a Suppofition
that the Event of the War may turn out 10 the
Difadvantage of the King of Prauffia. But if the
Fortune, the Capacity, the Perleverance of that
Great Prince, fhould enable shim (as. 1 think we
may ftill hope) to extricate himfelf from the Dan-
ger}\ that furround him=———it may be afked, What
s to be done with the Conquefts which, befides
Canada, we thallbe in Pofleflion of when we treat
of a Peace ?—My Propofal 1s honeft, and per-
haps will not be treated 2s chimerical : Employ
them to recover out of the Hands of France thofe
Towns of Flanders, gained for the Aufirian Family
by the Valour, and at the Expence of England;
and which have been fo perfidioufly facrificed, A
Britifb Adminiftration muft tremble at the Prof-
pect of feeing Newport and Oftend become French
Property, and, therefore, fhould ufe their utmoft
Endeavours to prevent this at the Peace; tho’
thofe Kndeavours may ferve. the Court of Vienna,
whofe Ingratitude to Britain never will be forgot-
ten 3 tho’, at the fame Time, I muft own we thall
draw no fmall Advantage fromit. We (hall learn,
for the futures to prefer our own Interelt to that
of others; to proportion our Fxpences on the
Continent-to the immediste E xigencies of. Qur own
Country, and never to aflift a new Ally,, without
remembering how much we did fos, eur Old one,
and what Return we have had ! : :

I have, now, nearly executed my principal De-
fign, in the prefent Addrefs ;_which was to give
my Thoughts on the important Bufinefs of - the ap-
proaching, Treaty. Andif it be condutted with
as much Ability, as the War has been carried on
with Spirit and Succefs, there is great Room for

' flattering ourfelves, that the Voice of the Publick
demands no Advantages or Ceflions, in Favour of
Enge
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England, which the Minifters of Lngland are not
refolved to infift upon.

But amidft the fignal Succeffts of our A.n*s,
which give us {o reafonable an Expetation of an
honourable Peace, and have exalted our Country
to the hztmtl}: l’mmt le of Glory and Reputation
abro: 1d—l wifh J‘” could be faid that our Confitu-
tion was not greatly in Danger of “being hurt, 2nd al-
moft loft, at Home.—1 {hall bm Leave to take this
Occafionof touc hing this equall ly melanc l‘oi} and im-
portant Subject ; with a View, not to blame, butto
lament ; notto bring any r.uhno- Accufation againit
thole whu are now in Power, but to exhort and to
¢xcite them to endeavour, bdc)re it be too late, to
add to the Services they have done their Country,
in faving it from the open Attacks of Framce, the
ftill more important Service of faving our Confti
tution, which fome unhappy Circumitances of our
prefent Situation have already greatly changed, and
feem to threaten with intire Deftruction -—hay I
may fay, would have actually ddhoyu., if it were
not for the good Heart of our gracious Sovereign,
who fcorns to take r'\dvqntaﬁc of them.

Confiderably above an hund -ed Millions of Debt,
the Sum we muft be obliged to fit down with, at the
End of the prefent War, is a Burthen which,
however immenfe, Experience has taught us, con-
trary to all Theory, we f{hall be able to bear with-
out Bankruptcy. -~ As our Expences have increafed,
we have found, contrary to the Predictions of
gloomy Politicians, that our Abilities to bear them
have increafed alfo.—But tho’ our Debts be not too
great for the Riches of our Country, they are
much too great for the Independency of its Confti-
tution. For, when I confider the infinite Depen-
dance upon the Crown, created by Means of Them,
throughout the Kingdom, amongft all Degrees of

G 2 Men;
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Men ; when T refleét on the many Thoufands of
Placemen, of every Denomination, who are em=
ployed ‘in’ the Colleétion of the vaft Variety of
Taxes how levied on the Publich and take a Re-

view of 2 far ereaer Number of Servants of the

Crown. both Civil and Military, for whofe Sup-
nfiderable a Share of the public Revenue

1 LO1
‘s {er apart, too many of whom, T fear, might be
ter i to afift in extending the Influence of the
P ative to the Prejudice of public Liberty's

when 1 confidér our vaft Load of Taxzes, in this
Point of Vicw, I cannot help obferving the amaz-
ing Revolution in our Government which this fin-

gle has broucht about ; nor enough lament
the unhappy Circumftances of Affairs, and the
Nec ies of the War which have forced us to ‘an

annual Exosence, unknown to former Times, and
which will almoft be idcredible to Pofterity. '1
believe I can venture to fay upon Memory, that
the Expences of the War, for all King William’s
Reign, about 13 Years, were not, at a Medivm,
above 2 Millions and a half a Year; and Queen

Aune’s, tho’ thelaft Years were exorbitant, were
little more than 5 Millions.  'What they are now 1
fich to think "on. Twelve or Fourteen Millions
are demanded without Referve; and, what is ftill
more, voted without Oppofition. Nay. of fo lit-
tle Confequence is it now thought, by our Repre-
fentatives, to deliberate on the weighty Bufinefs
of raifing Money on the Subject, that fcarcely can
Forty of them be got together, to hear the Efti-
mates for at leaft One bundred and fourfcore Thoufand
Men, for fo'many we have now in our Pay; and
to borrow Eight Millions, the Sum by which our
Expences exceed our Income.

Thele are alarming Confiderations ; but another
Object, no lefs threatening the Ruin of our Confti-
tution, alfo prefents itfelf.

Iam
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I am old enough to remember what Uneafinefs
and Jealoufies difturbed the Minds of all true Pa-
triots, with regard to ftanding Armies, and mili-
tary Eftablithments.  Principles of Liberty in ge-
neral, and, in particular, Whig Principles, excited
this Uneafinefs and produced thofe Jealoufics,which,
from Time to Time, have been a fruitful Source
of Parliamentary Debate., It was no longer ago
than the late King’s Time, that the vefting Courts
Martial, in Time of Peace, with the Power of pu-
nithing Mutiny and Defertion with Death, was car-
riedin the Houfe of Commons by a {mall Majority *.
Nay, that a Court Martial, however limited in its
Jurisdiction, was inconfiftent with the Liberties of a
free People, in Time of Peace, was the Doctrine of
Whigs in thofe Days ; it was the Doctrine, in par-
ticular, of Sir Robert Walpole then in Oppofition ;
whofe remarkable Expreffion, in this greatr Debate,
“ That they who gave the Power of Blood,gave Blood,”
never can be forgotten. And though afterwards
when he came to be a Minifler, he was better
reconciled to ftanding Armies and Mutiny Bills,
in Time of Peace, feventeen thoufand Men,
was all the Army he durft afk; yet even that
Nemand produced an amnual Debate; and the
annual Reafon, on which he founded the Necef-
fity of his Demand — being the Danger from the
Pretender and the Jacobites; was the ftrongeft
Proof, that even in Sir R. Walpele’s Opinion, the
Reduction in the Army fhould take Place, when
this Danger from Difaffection fhould ceafe. But
how are Things changed ? —1I own indeed that a-
midft the Dangers of this War, and the Threats
of an Invafion, the vaft Army now on our Efta-

® In 1717-18 the Numbers on the Divifion were 247 to 229.
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blifhment, is neceffary : But what I lament is to
fee the Sentiments of the Nation fo amazingly re-
conciled to the Profpect of having a far more nu-
merous Body of regular floopS kept up, after
the Peace, than any true Lover of his Country in
former Times thought, could be allowed without
endangering the Conftitution. Nay, fo unaccount-
ably .ond are we become of the military Plan,
that the Erection of Barracks, which, twenty Years
ago, would have ruined any Minifter who fhould
have ventured to propofe it, may be propofed fafe-
ly by our Minifters now a-Days and, upon Ttrial,
be found to be a favourite Meafure with our Patri-
ots, and with the Public in general.

But what I lament as the greateft Misfortune
that can threaten the public Liberiy, is to fee the
Eagernefs with which our Nobility, born to be the
Guardians of the Conftitution againft Prerogative,
folicit the Badge of milizary Sub}r ¢tion, not merely
to ferve their Lountty in Times of Danger, which
would be commendable, but in hxpcuduon to be
continued Se/diers, when Tranquillity thall be re-
ftored, and to be under military Command, during
Life. When I fee this ﬁl&nm, but melancholy
Infatvation, fo prevalent, I a Imoft defpair of the
Conftitution. 1f it thould go on in Proportion as
it has of late, I fear the Time will, at laft, come,
when Independence on the Crown, will be exploded
as unfafhionable. Unlefs another Spirit poffefs our
Nobility ; unlefs they lay afide their Military Trap-
pingss and think they they can ferve their Coun-
try more effectually as Sepators than as Soldiers,
what can we expect but to fee, the Syftem of mili-
tary Subordination extending itielf throughout th
Kingdam, univerfal Dependance upon Government
pfluencing every Rank of Men, and the Spirit,




[ 27 ]

nay the very Form of the Conftitution deftroyed:?
We have generally beaten the French, and always
been foolifh enough to follow their Fathions; 1 was
in Hopes we thould never have taken the Fafhion
of French Government; but 'from our numérous
Armies, and the military Turn of our Nobility, I
am afraid we are running into it as falt as we can.
And, unlefs fomething can be done, to bring back
our Conftitution to its firft Principles, we thall find,
that we have triumphed, only to make ourfelves
as wretched as our Enemy ; that our Conquefts are
but a poor Compenfation for the Lofs of our Liber-
ties; in a Word, that, like #ulfe, falling in the
Arms of Viftory, we are moft glorioufly—undone !
But though I have drawn fo melancholy a Pic-
ture, of the Dangers which threaten us wich'the
Tofs of our Liberties, it is with no other Defign,
than to exhort thofe who are placed at' the Helm,
to fec about the Repairs of our fhattered Vefiel,
as foon as fhe can be brought fafe into Har-
bour. After the Peace is once fettled, it onght to
be the great Object of our Minifters, to devife
every Expedient, and to adopt every Plan, that
may extricate this unhappy Conftitution from the
Dangers 1 have defcribed. Confidering the low
Ebb of France, we have fome Reafon to hope that
when Peace is once reftored, upon folid Terms, it
will pot foon be interrupted. Much, therefore,
may be done during thofe Years of Tranquility ;
if our Minifters be diligent and faithful in this
great Work of reviving the Conftitution, The
facred, and inviolable Application of the Sinking
Fund, which the Increafe of our Trade, and other
Circumftances, have fo greatly augmented, and
muft ftill augment, will operate gradually, and ef-
fetually.  Univerfal and invariable (Economy,
muft

&9
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muft be introduced into every Branch of Governs
ment ; the Revenues of the Kingdom may be
vaftly increafed by adopting Schemes that will pre-
vent Frauds, and leflen the Expence of Collecs
tion ; innumerable unneceffary Places may be abo-
kithed, and exorbitant Perquifites, in thofe we leave,
may be reftrained ; Attention muft be had to the
Morals and Principles of the Nation, and the Revival
of Virtue and of Religion will go hand in hand,
with the Revival of Liberty. But no Object will
deferve more Attention, than our Military En-
croachments on Conftitutional Independance.
When this War fhall be over, there will be lefs
Reafon, than ever, for numerous Armies. The
Kingdom now happily being united, and Difaffec-
tion to the Royal Family at an End, we need fear
no Rebellions among ourfelves ; and Invafions from
France are lefs likely than ever. Befides, by the
Care and Perfeverance of fome Patriots, we have
acquired a new internal Strength, a Militia trained
up to be ufeful, and confequently, we may without
any Danger to the Public, reduce the Number of
our Guards and Garrifons, fo low, as to deftroy
great Part of the huge Fabrick of Military Influ-
ence and Dependance. But whatever you do, if
you mean to reftore the Conftitution, you muit
fecure the Dignity and Independance of Parliament.
After paffing fuch Laws as may {lill be neteffary to
preferve the Freedom of Eleltions, from Influence
of every Sort ; to punith Bribery both in the Elec-
tors and in the Z/eiZed; fomething, perhaps, may
{till be done by Way of Place-bill, to leflen mini-
fterial Infuence over Parliaments, without having
Recourfe to an Oliverian Self-denying Ordinance
or to fo total an Exclufion of Placemen as was
eftablithed, in the original Act of Settlement.

i)
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And an Houfe of Commons thus chofen, and
thus made independent, now that Facobitifim is
rooted out, cah never be formidable but to thofe
who have Reafon to tremble. Such an Houfe of
Commons, will co-operate with the Adminiftration
in every Plan of publick Utility, and a: the fame
Time inquire carefully into the Abufts of Govern-
ment 3 Supplies will be voted ; but only in Pro-
portion to the real Income and Abilities of the Na=
tion; and we may expet to fee, what we have
not feen above thefe foity Years, a Parliamentary
Cor’nmiﬁ‘:on of Accounts erefted to inquire into the
Difburfement of near Two Hundred Millions.
And unlefs we fee this, foon, I thalllook upon our
Conttitution, as loft, for ever.

Thefe, and many fuch ‘Regulations, as thefe,
may, under an honeft and virtuous Adminiftration,
be ‘adoptéd when once Peace is reftored: And the
Profpect of feeing them adopted, and fteadily pur-
fued, keeps me from defpairing altogether of the
Commonwealth.

To you, therefore, whofe Power, moft likely,
will not terminate with the War; and whom I
have prefumed to addrefs, with Regard to the
Terms that thould be demanded, to {ecure us from
a perfidious Foe; To .you, My Leord, and Sir,
let me earneftly recomménd, the ftill more impor-
tant Care, of faving us, from ourfelves ; and as you
have with an Unanimity, that doth you both
great Honour, directed our Councils, fo as to
humble France, let me intreat'you to preferve your
Union, till it re-invigorate the almoft loft Powers
of the Britifb Confiitution.

If you have any Regard to Virtue, to Liberty,
to your Country ; if you would live gre.t, qnd die
lamented 5 if you would fhine in Hiftory, with our

H Clarendons
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Clarerdans and Southampions 3 let not this Oppor-
tunity, perhaps, this laft Opportunity of faving
Briti/b Liberty, a nrl Indépendence, be thrown a-
way. You, my Lord, whofe Rank, whofe exten-
five Infl x.cnce, and perfonal Authority, have given
you the Preeminence, in public Affairs,” as it were
by Prefcription 3 much will depend upon you, in
the carrying on this important Work. But when
I dire@& my Addrefs to you, Sir, you muit be con-
fcious thart befides the general Expectations we have
from you, as a Lover of Your Country, we have
your own repeated Promifes, and Declaration-, to
make us flatter ourfelves that you will not ftop
thort, in your Schemes of national Reformation,
Not tttored in the School of Corruption, but lifted,
from your earlicft. Years, under the Banner of Pa-
triotifm ; called into Power, by popular Approba-
tion, and ftill uniting, the uncommon Characters
of Minifter and Pairiot ; favourite of the Public,

nd Servant of the Crown ; be not offended, Sir,
if I remind you, not to Difappoint that Confidence
the Public places in your future Endeavours to
prop the {inking Conftitution. Nor let'it ever fall
from your Memory, that the Nation expedts from
your Virtue, your (Bconomy, your Plans for Li-
berty, during the future Peace, as great Advantages
as we have alrea dy gained, from your Spirit, your
bold Councils, and vigorous Efforts, in carrying
on the prefent, War,

Perhaps I grow too warm, on a favorite Sub-
jeét 5 and, therefore, from Schemes which cannot
take Effec, till the War be clofed, let me turn
your Attﬂnﬂon again, for a little wlnIe longer, to
the Object h[]l‘DLdlatJy before our hyes-----thc in-
fuing Conferences for Peace. And, with Regard
to ..hufc, though [ fuppofe, they will begin, before

the
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the Winter be ‘over, I think there is fome R ;a'bn
for be:ng of Opinion that we muft have anothe
Campaign, bcao.e they can be finally clofed.
France 1s too low, to think ferioufly of a Peace,
without making fome delperate Effort, She never
would have ‘expof.d her Weaknefs to all Europe,
by fo thameful and {o humbling a Bankrupt \,f ;
She never would have ruined her pkﬂ lic Cred
and melted her Plate, the laft Refource, Niktl
every other has bcen exhaufted, only to receive
Terms from Enrland. No, the knows fhe is un-
done, for ever, if the gets no footing in Hanover ,
and, therefore, we may expect to fee another At-
tempt made for that Purpofe But, if we are not
wanting to ourfelves, another Attempt, will end,
as unfmtun.l[ely for her, as the former have done ;
and her Ruinonly b: more confirmed. In the mean
while, I make no Doubt, the Plenipotentiaries will
meet at a Congrefs ; but the Events of the Field,
muft regulate the Deliberations of the Cabinet.
We, no Doubt, fhall be firm in our Demands,
whatever they are; and the Fremch will endeavour
to gain Time, to know whether there is any likeli-
hood of obliging us to offer them Jetzer.  In this
Situation, then, Framce muft hear with Terror,
th"c without breaking our national Faith, without
injuring private l’(}perty without giving exorbi-
tant Premiums, we have already pl(}\hd&l mzmenﬁéu
for the Supplics of another Year (and Supplies for
Xears may ftill be had) ro meet them---not in Ame-
ritay there they are no more ;—not on the Ocean---
the Deftrution of their Fleets leaves that Empire
free to us--.but once more, on the Plains of another
Minden, again to fecl and to confefs the Superiority
of Britifb Valour.

s I have
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I have only a Particular or two, to add, be-
fore 1 conclude. And I cannot help congra-
tulating the Public, on the Wifdom of our
Manner of Opening the Negociation for Peace,
I mean to obferve, that our Minifters have hap-
pily got rid of a Sct of very wufele/s, or very per-
ctons - Gentlemen called Mediators, by apply-
> direCtly to.the Enemy himfelf. = Nothing
e more ridiculous than the Figure of the Pope’s
uncio, and the Ambaflador of Venice, acting the
Farce of Mediation at Munjter, for feveral Ygars
while the War went on, till its Events regulated the
Terms of Peace., The Mediation of zrgfg*erf{am
Powers is therefore abfurd ; and the Danger of cal-
ling in a pswerful Mediator, who may threaten
to de "'1re ainft you, if you do not fubmit to his
/W 2/ Decifions, 1s too obvious to be infifted upon.
You havc: done wifely, the -reib re, to keep the Ne-
g0« w-m in your own Hands ; the Nation, from
thm Inftance, has a full Confidence that her Inte-
refts, are ﬂ\'iff‘u!Iy conduéted; and, therefore, I fhall
only add, another Particular, which however fub-
ordinate, will, no Doubt be attended to by you 3
though fome late Negotiators of ours, with France,
negletted it.

The French, by taking the Lead in Europe of
late, have, of Courle, been able to introduce their
Language as the common Vehicle of the Senti-
ments of other Nations, in all public Negociations 3
fo that, perhaps, the French is the only Tongue,
by the Chanel of which Plenipotentiaries and Mi-
nifters of different Countries, can converfe. - But
when the Neg')ciation is to be put into Writing
and to be drawn up in that Form which is to be
binding upon all the Pn:nes, and figned jointly by
the trentzng Powers, neither the H\mour nor the
Latereft of the State, ought to allow us, to accept

of
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of the Original ‘Treaty in the Native Tongue of our
Enemics. The Honour of the Nation forbids this ;
as it would be a Confeflion of Superiority, to which
Britain, at no Time, much lefs after {o glorious a
War, fthould fubmit pu:: lly as we cannat {ub-
mit to i, \nth)"t giving the Enemy a real Ad-
vantage, and ,a»mf“ the rum,d:'_mn for future
Cavils.—C: mmml Viazarine,: in his Letters, boafts,
that by a Jatent Aml! igui ty ind Nicety in the French
Stile, he had been able to out-wit Don Louis de
Haro, in the Conferences at the Pyrenees, And a
much later' Inftance, in which we ourfelves were
partly concerned, fhould confirm us, in our Refu-
fal to treat with the French in their own Lar nguage.
—I mean the famous Cavitulation of the J)w‘rb
Garrifon of Tour nay in 17453 which, though only
reftrained from atting, fui a limited Time in any
of the Barrier IO\-ns *s as the Dutch believed,
when they accepted of ghe C pitulation, was foon
after interpreted by France, as tying them up from
acting in any Part of the World ; and might have
been mal to this Country, if the Rebellion in Scos-
land, to affift in quelling w hzch the Duich lent us
thofe very Imqi,s had been fo fuccefsful, as to
oblige us to put our Foreign Allies to the Ieﬁ.
\\ have no great Rea for 1, no more than other
Nations, to truft Gw/u Faith, as appears from the
many Inftances of their unpalliated Perfidy which I
have collected above.  Let us not, therefore, be

*.I have not the original Capitulation before me, but I
remember, pretty exaftly on what the Cavil tumed. The
Troops were not to adt, I think, for two Years,. in any of the
Places /25 plus veculées de le Barriere. ‘The Dutch, no doubt, un-
derltoad, de /a Barriere to be the Gen/tive Cale, butthe French
faid they meant it in the Ab/ative.

fo
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fo weak as to give them Room for obtruding upon
us, any fallacious Interpretations of the Words, in
which they plight their Faith. They are too ready
to break it when the Terms are ever fo clear ; and,
therefore, lec us take Care not to give them that
Advantage which fuperior Skill in their own Lan-
ouage, naturally confers, and which upon fome
fature Occafion, they mayimprovetoour Detriment.
Let the original and autkentic Copy of the Treaty,
therefore be in a dead Language, the Phrafes of
whih cannot vary, and whofe Meaning is equally
underftood by both Parties. We had once a very
Jearned Plenipotentiary in Queen Elizabeth’s Time,
who, in a Negociation with Spaim, when it came
to be debated in what Language the Treaty fhould
be made, ludricoufly enough propofed to the Spa-
niard, who was giving himlelf Airs of Superiority,
to treat in the Language of his Mafter’s Kingdom
of Yerufalem. ~But leaving the Hebrew, for our
Divines ; I would only have our Negociators treat
in Latin: Which feemcd, as it were by Preferip-
tion, to have a Right to be the Language of the
Public Law of Ewrope; till fome late Inftances
have fhewn that the French was beginning to be
{fubftituted in its Room ; by the Lazinefs or Neg-
le&t of thofe who treated. As we are fanguine in
our Hopes of a much better Peace than we had
at Utrecht, with Regard to the Terms ; let it not,
be worfe than that at Uzrecht, which preferved the
Old Cuftom of fettling the Negociation in Latin.
We then had a Bithop indeed, as Plenipotentiary; but
without having Recourfe to the very learned Bench,
orchoofing a Plenipotentiary from Caméridge (I hope
in a little Time one may join the other Univerfity,
without giving Offence) the Negociators at the en-

fuing
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fuing Peace, may be accommodated with Latin
enough for the Purpofe I mention, ata very mode-
rate Expence—if their Secretary or Chaplain can-
not affift them.

But when 1 begin to be ludicrous on fo ferious a
Subject, it is Time to have done : And my Ad-
drefs has already fwelled to fuch a fize as furprizes
mylelf, as:much, as I fear it will tire the Reader.
However, the vait Variety of Fa&s, and Particulars,
which naturally offered them{elves to me, and which
could not be omitted without hurting the Connex-
ion, and weakening my Argument, will, perhaps,
procure Indulgence for fo long a Pamphlet: And,
for the fame Reafon, I flatter myfelf, that if I
fhould happen to have been miftaken in any Thing
I advance, to have erred in a Date, or to have
mif-quoted a Treaty, fome Allowances will be
made to me, as I have been obliged to truft much
to my Memory, for want of a proper Opportuni-
ty ot confulting many of thofe Books, which fur-
nifh the Materials I have made Ufe of, However,
I believe a candid Reader, will find no capital, at
leaft, no wilful, Miftake.

I am far from the Vanity of thinking that my
Notions on the important Subje& of the Peace,
are a regular. Plan or Syftem for the Adminiftra-
tion to proceed upon. - I throw' them out, only
as loofe Hints for my Superiors to improve as they
may think proper. Should there be any Weight
in all, or any of them, you, my Lord and Sir,
will be able to work them into Urtility for this
Kingdom. If they are not worth your Notice ;
as | am an anonymous Writer, and hope never to
be known, I can neither lofe nor gain Reputation

by




]

: 2 . 71 Abalt s b >
by therir. v AT can fay, if chey are neglected, 183

Operam ¢t ‘oleam perdidi.

am,
My Lord and Sirg

Y ouirs, -EF6 &%
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