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ADDRESSED TO

» Two GREAT MEN,

ON . THE
ProspecTr of PEACE 5

And on the Terms neceflary to be
infifted upon inthe NEGOCT A-

* TION.

Mea quidem fententia, paci, que nihil babitura fit infidia-
rum, femper efl confulendum.
De Offic. Lib. 1.

There is a Tide in the Affairs of Men,

Which taken at the Flood, leads on to Fortune 3
. Omitted, all the Voyage of their Life

Is bound in Shallows and in Miferies.

On fuch a full Sea are we now a-float,

And we muft take the Current when it ferves,

Or lofe our Ventures. SHAKESP,
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ADDPRESsSED ToO

Two GREAT MEN.

My Lorp, and Siw,

OU will be furprized at an Addrefs made

i to you jointly in this Manner; but as 1 have

not the Honour to  be much acquainted with
either of you, (though I efteem you both, at leaft while
you remain conneéted) I hope you will forgive me
for troubling you, in this public Way; and the ra-
ther, as I think the Matters I fhall write upon, to be
of very great Importtance ; and as you will difcover by
what I am going to fuggeft to you, thatI am a true
Friend to Old England, and a fincere Lover of my’
Cuuntry.

I have long thought that our Miniflers of State may
be much afiifted, in their Deliberations, by Perfons
who have not the Honour of fitting at the Council-
board. The wifeft Meafures have aften been pointed
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out, in the Courfe of parliamentary Debate ; and Mem-
bersofeither Houfe, perhaps thofeleaft confulted by Go-
vernment, have frequently been earlieft in fuggefting
fuch Plans of public Policy, as Government itfelf
has been glad to adopt. The Extinction of fattious
Oppofition, the Unanimity of every Party, and the
Acquiefcence of every Conneétion, in whatever Scheme
is propofed by his Majefty’s Servants, while it hath
produced infinite Advantages to thePublic ; hath de-
prived thofe who dire¢t the Cabinet, of all fuch Par-
liamentary Inftruction, as their Predeceflors in Power
ufed to receive. You my Lord, of late, fcarcely hear
any Speech in the Houfe of Lords, but that of a Law-
yer on a Scotch Appeal ; and the hereditary Council of
the Nation rarely aflemble for higher Purpofes than to
alter Settlements and deliberate on Bills of Diworee.
And you, Sir, in the other Houfe, where fo many fkil-
ful Champions ufed formerly to engage, and firuggle
for Viétory, remain fingle in the Field of Battle; and
your Speaker takes the Chair only to vote Millions
and levy Thoufands, without the leaft Debate or Op-
pofition.

"The Channel of Parliamentary Inftrution being
thus ftopt, no other but that of the Prefs is left open,
for thofe Heads of Advice to which it may be worth
your while to attend. For this Reafon, it is, that I
have thonght of addrefing you in. this Manner.
‘Who I am, it matters not. Let it fuffice, that un-
penfioned and unemployed, I can vie, in Zeal for the
Public, with thofe who tafte the Sweets of exorbitant
Salaries, and unfathomed Perquifites. Whether my
Acquaintance with the World, and Experience in
Bufinefs, have enabled me to offer any Thing that
may he of real Utility, muft be determined by you,
and by the Public. 'ThisIam certain of, thatmy In-
tention is honeft ; and while I pleafe myfelf, I fhall
endeavour at the fame time, not to offend either of
you. Some Produétions, in which you have, of late,
been jointly taken Notice of, proceeded from a fac-
#i0 Difpofition, which I am unacquainted with,
and deteit. For, far from withing to difunite and
feparate your Interefts, I am fully perfuaded that
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without your pmﬂ& Harmony and Union,
Events which have n.appenul under your
tion, will not have thofe 11{1\1.;.1 nt
quences {fo much to be wifhed for: A )
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ing which I propofe to offer youa few Hints, in this
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¢ Views of Ambition, fo he does not wifh to continue
it, from '\I-mus of Refentment. The Defire of
¢ his Majefty’s Heart is, to fee a Stop put to the Ef-

hriftian Blood.”

was declared, in the above Paragraph of his
s Speech from the Throne, to our own Parlia-
1t, at mc- Opening of this Se Twn, has fince that,
in Form to our Enemy. The Readi-
nd and Pruffia, to enter into a Treaty,

A which Prince
thorized to com-
1 inifter at the Hague, will,
0 (" um, ¥ ¢ for a Ncmciarzsn, g |

it i s to be embraced by the Court
and Dn’crf,uua too
nfive to be reme-
Attention to eve-
f ;huunm: to them by an
whaofe chml was u hed only to pumfh
: :1"-T wl hofe Succeffes, as apD\ars from their
the firft Advances towards a Treaty, have not
v-i u,um to prefer unneceflary and ruinous
Cor mnm to areafonable and folid Peace.
therefore, to be hoped, and to be believed,
not at a great Diftance ; and upon
Ihis l:[ﬂpl"ul ion I fhall beg Leave to oﬁur a few
tions to you, as to the Perfons on whom the
Fate of this Co umr} depends ; Confiderations which
are equally important as they are feafonable ; and an
Attention to v.uu.h, before you enter upon any Ne-
gociation, may, perhaps, aflift you (If I may be al-
Towed to fu pofc)ou ftand in \ecd of any Affiftance)
in direting this Negociation to fuch an Iffue, as
may be equally honourable to yourfelves, and ufeful
to the Public.

In this Sitnation of Affairs, one of the firft Mat-
ters relative to the future Ncgociﬂtion, which, no
doubt, muft occur to you, will be, the Choice of thofe
Perfons who are to be trufted with the great Con-
cerns of this Nation as Plenipotentiaries. And, as
much will depend upon this Point, I fhall beg Leave
to begin with giving you my Thoughts upon it,
and
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and the other Topics on which I propofe to trouble
you will naturally arife from each other without ob-
ferving any other Order, or Conneétion, befides that
in which they fhall prefent themfelves to a Mind intent
upon its Subjeét.

With regard then, to the Choice of Plenipotenttaries,
I cannot m.lt lament the Difficulties you have to en-
counter, before you will be able to find fuch as the
Public will have Reafon to thank you for.—1I am not
totally unknowing in the Charaéters and Capacities
1 of many among thc great. But when I caft my Eyes
n around me, I own that E:‘m fur'n'i;fcd, great
‘ prized, but ftill me rrieved, to find {o few among
us, capable of cor h}.f’ the ardous Tafk of mak
nw a Peace. Whether this al:ltl arife n from \c*vi\h
in thc Education of our Men of Quality
the Qualifications which fit ti,c‘m for Statefmen, have
been negle@ted, in Comparifon of fuch as fit them for
Arthur’s or Newmarker ; or whether it be oy
the State Policy fo f{yftematically adopted,

ly fur-
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tations can fhake: Such are the Men, whom
you muft endeavour to employ, in the approaching
Negociation, and fuch, I hope, ye will be able to
find ; thoughl own, I am puzzled to guefs on whom
the Choice will fall, none being, as yet, pointed out
by the public Voice, nor, perhaps, fixed upon, by
yourfelves. 'I'imes have been, when we might have
expelted, to fee One named to fuch an important Of-
fice, meerly becaufe he was a Favourite, or 2 Favoua
rite’s Favourite ; becaufe he was conneéted with this
Minifter, or was a Relation of that great Man. But
if we have too frequently trifled with our national
Concerns, by trufting them in fuch Hands, I need
not fay that there are Circumflances at prefent which

[onable Ground for hoping that the fame

napie

€ us reca
city, and Defire to ferve the Public which hath
found out, and employed the propereft Perfons to con-
duét the Operations of the War, will be exerted to

2

out the propereft Perfons (few as there are to be
found) to conduét the Deliberations of the Treaty.
And very deplorable indeed muft be the Inabilities
of the Perfons we fhall employ, if their Negociations
for Peace be condudted fo awkwardly as to rob ns of
the Advantages we have gained by the War. If we
may judge from the late Events, France ifcems as
little to abound with Wifdom in the Cabient, as it
doth with Courage and Condu& in the Field. ' And
if the Negociations at Utrechr, in which almoft all the
Advantages of a War equally fuccefsful with the pre-
ient, were given up, be urged asan Inftance of the
fuperior Dexterity of French Politics, it oughtto be
remembered that this was more owing to our own
Divifions, than to their Sagacity, and to the Inabilities
ef our Plenipotentiares at Utrechr, tho’ we had no
great Reafon, God knows, tobrag of them. What,
therefore, may we not expet from 3 Negociationto be
begun in very different Circumftances; when there
exifts no Faftion whofe Intereft it may be to perplex
and defeat it ; and when that national Unanimity to
which we, ina great Meafure, owe the Succefs of the
‘War, will ftill continue to exert it’s blefled Effeéts,
till it make us happy with a fafe and honourable Peace?
-~ However,
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~—However, favourable as thefe Circumftances are,

the Choice of fuch Plenipotentiaries as may be likely

to conduct the Negocmtion, with Dignity, Dexterity

and Integrity, becomes a Confideration which the

Public will expe& fhould be weighed with the utmoft

Attention. And, if fuch Perfons cannot be found a-

monglt us (which I hope may not be the Cafe) there is

a very defirable Alternative fill in your Power. Fix

i the Scene of Negociation, where, indeed, for the

Honour of our Country, I could with to fee it fixed,

name no other Plenipotentaries to conduét the Peace

but thofe Minifters who direfted the War: And a

Treaty of London, in fuch Hands, will make ample
Amends for our wretched Management at Urrecht.

But let Peace be never fo well made ; let Minifters

plan Treaties with the greateft Sagacity, and Pleni-

potentiaries negociate the Articles with the utmoft

Skill and Dexterity, yet we know from Hiftory and

Obfervation, that they never can be perpetual, and,

moft commonly, are not lafling. Princes, too fre-

o quently, feem to own no other Rule of Action, than

prefent Convenience ; and the Law of Nations is

feldom appealed to, but to fanétify Injuftice, and fave

Appearances. Nor are the pofitive Compatts folemn-

ly agreed upon between Nation and Nation, bettet

obferved. For how feldom do we fee a Treaty reli-

gioufly adhered to, by the Parties whofe Intereft it 18

to break it, and who think they are in fuch Circum-

ftances as to be able to break it with Impunity }—I1f

fuch Infidelity be too common amongft Princes in

general, Experience, long Experience teaches us, that

the Nation with whom we are foon to treat, excel us,

at leaft, in this Part of Policy. For no €ords are ftrong

enough to bind them.

Gallic Faith is become proverbial, and the*Neigh-
bours of France can reproach her with innumerable
Inftances of a moft profligate Difregard to-the moft
folemn Treaties. And the Reafon {eems to be obvi-
ous, without fuppofing that Nation more perfidicus
than others. 'The Power, the Populoufnefs, the Ex-
tent; the:Strength of the French Monarchy, free them
i from thofe Apfzrchenﬁon_ which bind the weaker Side
th A Lo
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10 be faithful to it’s Engagements ; and depending up-
on the Inability of their Neighbours, confidered fing-
ly, to procure to themfelves Juftice, this, too fre-
quently, has tempted them to the moft fhameful and
barefaced Inftances of national Breach of Faith.

It well becomes us, therefore, at this Junéture, when
the Diftrefles of France will oblige them to confent to
Terms of Peace, unfavourable to the Intereft, and
difgraceful to the Glory of their Monarch, to take e-
very Method in our Power to fecure the Obfervance
of thofe Conceflions they may make ; and to infift up-
on their giving us fuch Proofs of their Sincerity, be-
fore any Negociation be entered upon, as may give us
fome Aflurance that they mean to be more faithful to
their future Engagements.

What Proof of their Sincerity, I would recommend
it to you to demand, what Conceflions it will be ne~
ceffary to infift upon, I fhall beg leave to mention; af-
ter having firlt fatisfied you by a Detail of fome Par-
ticulars, that fuch Demands as I would propofe can-
not be looked upon as the Infolence of a Conqueror,
but as the wife Forefight of a People whom dear
bought Expence hath taught the proper Way of do-
ing themfelves Juftice.

It may not, therefore, be unneceffary to place be-
fore your Eyes, fome of the moit remarkable Inftan-
ces of French Perfidy, which have given Rife to all
the Troubles of Europe for above thefe hundred Years.

The Peace of Wefiphalia*, while it fecured the
Liberties and Religion of Germany, alfo laid the Foun-
dation of that Power which hath made France, ever
fince, the Terror of Eurgpe. By this Treaty]|, the
Upper and the Lower Alface, a Country of great Ex-
tent, and of infinite Confequence in Point of Situa-
tion, was ceded to France. In this Country there
were 'Ten Imperial Cities, whofe Privileges and Li-
berties were in -the moft folemn Manner {fecured by
the fame 'I'reaty, which expreily fays, 1 that they fhall

pr‘c:[frm‘e

* 1648. [ Article 73, & feq. T Article 8%
Le Roi de France ne {'arrogera, fur les villes de la Prefecture,

gquele fimple Droi: de Proggétion, qui ap
@’ Autriche,

parteneit a la Maifon
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preferve their Freedom, and that the King of France
fhall not affume over them, any Thing more than the
bare Right of Protedlion. How was this Article obfer-
ved ? The ten Imperial Cities were foon humbled to
receive the French Yoke, equally with the reft of 4/-
face, and remain, now, lafting Monuments, what o-
thers may expeét from Power unteftrained by Juftice.

The Treaty t+ of the Pyremees fill enlarped the
Boundaries of France, efpecially on the Side of Flas-
ders; and the Spaniards thought: themfelves fafe from
farther Loffes, by the Marriage of their Infanta to
Louis XIV. who, upon that Occafion, jointly with
her, made a formal Renunciation of all her Rights,
to fucceed toany Part of the Spanifb Pofleflions. And
yet, with unparalleled Infolence, feven Years had
fcarcely elapfed before Flanders was again attacked,
on Pretence of thofe very Rights which had been fo
lately renounced, and which, even tho’ they had not
been renounced, muft have appeared chimerical, un-
lefs a Sifter can have a Right to fucceed in Preference
\ to her Brother.

) The Peace of Nimeguen 1 reftored the Tranquil-
dat lity of Europe, which the Invafion of Holland by the
& French had difturbed. But fcarcely was the Peace
figned before it was fhamefully violated. The Decree
of the Chambers of Re-union, by which ZLewis the
XIV. feized {fo many Territories, to which he has
not the leaft Right; the Surprifal of Strafburg, and

ars, the Blockade of Luxemburgh, thewed fuch a Wanton-
the nefs of Perfidy, as no Hiftory of the moft barbarous
ut- and unpolithed Savages couid well exceed ; and juft-

ly drew upon the common Oppreflor, the joint Ven-
eance of offended Eurogpe.

Who is ignorant of the Story of the Partitron Trea-
- ty? Solemnly ratified and agreed to preferv
Tranquillity which the Treaty of Reftuyck hac
reftored to Furope, it was no fooner made than it was
fhamefully abandoned by the Court of France; and
for fuch Reafons as will, upon every Occafion, juftify
every Injuftice. 'The Letzer of the Treaty, indeed,
was violated, they muft own; —but the §;

rit of it
wias

T 1650 I 1679,
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was what ought to be attended to. And by fuch a
Comment, worthier of a pitiful Sophifter, than of
a moft Chriftian King, his Grandfon was affifted in
placing himfelf on the Throne of Spain.

The Politics of Lewis the XV. have been faithful-
}y copied from thofe of his Great-Grandfather; and
the Behaviour of France, upon the Death of Charles
the VI.is a freth Proof, of how little Ufe are the
moft folemn Treaties, with a Power that knows no
Ties but thofe of Intereft.—Fhe Treaty of Fienna
had but two or three Years before *, annexed to the
Crown of France, the Dutchy of Lorrain; a Ceflion
which was purchafed, and purchafed cheaply, by the
Guarantee of the + Pragmatic Saniion. By this Sti-
pulation, France was under the moft folemn Engage-
ments to fupport the Queen of Hungary in the Pof-
{eflion of all her Father’s Dominions.  But how was
the Engagement fulfilled  Pofterity will {carcely be-
lieve fuch bare-faced Perfidy was poflible, as our
Times faw was actually avowed upon that Occafion.
Germany was, inftantly, covered with the Armies of
France, to aflift the Elefor of Bawaria, In an At-
tempt to overturn the Pragmaric Sandion {o lately
guaranted by them, and to dethrone that Princefs
whom they were bound by a Treaty, {worn to in the
Name of the Holy Trinity, to prote and defend from
all her Enemies. -

I have brought down this Sketch of French Faith
to the prefent Times; imperfeét indeed ; but, asfar
as it goes, fritly conformable to Hiftorical Truth.
What Confidence then, can France expeét any
of it’s Neighbours will put in her, after fo many and
fuch flagrant Inftanees of national Perjury, as {he ap-
pears to be guilty of ? ——The Catalogue of her In-
fidelities will ftill be increafed ; and the little Reafon
that our Ifland, in particular, has to truft Her, will
ftill be more apparent, by reminding you of fome of
the many Proofs, which Great-Britain itlelf can ap=
peal to, of Frenck Ingenuity in Treaty-breaking.—
I thall go no higher than the Peace of Ulrecht, be-
caufe the Inftances in which it hath been violated by

France,
* In 1738, T Treaty of Vienm, Asticle 10..
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he France, have produced the prefent War; and becaufe
Lo the Enumeration of them will lead me, naturally,
o to thofe Hints which I mean to throw out, asnecefla-
; ry to be attended to in our future Negociations; and
ik which, if negle@ed, will lofe to this Nation all the
d Fruits of thofe Succefles, to gain which, we have
rhy ftrained every Nerve, and loaded ourfelves with a Bur-
the then under which itis a Miracle that we have not

(] X already funk.

The War which was clofed by the Peace of U-
trecht had been undertaken with Views confined, al-
together, to the Continent of Europe, and carried on,
though at an immenfe Expenfe, more to gain Conquefts
for our Allies than for ourfelves. However, in the
Treaty of Peace, fome Advantages and Conceffions

0f- were ftipulated in Favour of the Crown of Grear Bri-
Vi tain, and it’s commercial Interefts.

b 5 By the 12th Article 1, All Nowva Scotia or Acadia,
e with it’s ancient Limits, and with allir's Dependen-
L. cies, is ceded to the Cromwvn of Great Britain.

Y And by the rsth Article, The Subjeds of France,
Inbabitants of Canada, and elfexvbere, [ball not difturd
or moleft, in any Manner whatever, the Five Indian
Nations awbich are [ubjei to Great Britain, nor it's
ather American Allies.

1 Let us now fee how thefe Articles have been obfers

ved. 'The French {feem to have had 'two Capital Vieaws
h i all their #merican Schemes, ever fince they have
r thought Trade and Commerce an obje& worthy of

their Attention. The firft was to extend themfelves
from Canada, Southwards, throngh the Lakes, along
the Back of our Colonies; by which Means they
% might anfwer a double Purpofe, of cutting off our
: Communication with the Indian Nations, and of o-
- pening a Communication for themfelves, between the
I Rivers §¢. Lawwrence and Miffifippi, and: thus to join,
as it were, their Colonies of Canada and Louifiana.
The other Part of their Plan, equally important, and’
more immediately fatal to our Interefts in North Am. <
ricay, was to gain a:Communication with-the Ocean ;

the
' 1 Not having, in my Pofleffion, an Origi‘na] copy of the Treas |
ty of Utreche, I bave made Ule of Lamders’s Tranflation, |
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the only ‘Accefls they now have to Canada, through
the River §¢. Lawrence, being fhut up half the Year.

Full of this favorite Projeét of American Empire,
foon after the Treaty of Utrecht, they began to en-
large their Boundaries on that Continent, in direét
Violation of the folemn Conceflions they had fo late-
ly made.

As long ago as 1720, they feized and fortified the
moit important Pafs in America, at Niagara ; in that
very Country of the five Indian Nations, from which
the 15th Article of the Treaty of Utrecht had exclu-
ded them. The infinite Confequence of Niagara
made them lefs fcrupulous, no Doubt, about Treaties.
For by means of this Ufurpation they, in a Manner,
became Mafters of the Lakes, and could, at Leifure,
extend themfelves to the Obio, and carry their Chain of
Forts and Settlements down to the Nijji/zppi.

The Plan of Ufurpation on the Back of our Colo-
nies went on gradually and fuccefsfully from Year to
Year ; the Indians owned by the Peace of Utrecht to
be our Subjeéts, were debauched from our Intereft,
and {pirited up to maflacre, and {calp the Englifp; and
in 1731, the Infolence of the French grew to fuch an
Heighth, that they erefted their Fort at Crown Point,
in a Country indifputably ours; whether confidered
as in the Center of the fwe Nations, or as attually
within the Limits of MNew-Y¥prk. And whoever caits
his Eye upon the Situation of this Fort, in the Map,
will fec how greatly the Poffeflion of it facilitated the
Completion of the great Objett of opening a Com-
munication with the Ocean; how much it expofed
our moft valuable Colonies to /ndian Maflacres and
Frenet Invafions.

If it fhould be afked, what was our Miniftry in Eng-
land employed about, during fuch inftances of French
Perfidy—the Anfwer muft be, (tho’ I wilh I could
draw a Veil over, this Period) that our Affairs were
then condufted by a Minifter who was awake, in-
deed, to every Scheme of Corruption ; eager to buy

* 2 Borough, or to bribe a Member ; but flow to every

meafure of national Importance and Utility. His
firt, his only Obje&, wasto preferve himfelf in
Power :
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Power ; and as, in Profecution of fuch interefted and
6 mercinary Views, he had aftually engaged this Nation
in Alliance with France, in Europe, (to pull down the
exorbitant Power of our old and natural Ally) it was
e no Wonder, that he heard unmoved, and fuffered with
Impunity, the French Ufurpations in North America.

Let us mnext trace the French Infidelity with Regard

to Noewa Scotia or Acadia. Tho’ that Province had

“ been yielded to us at Urrecht, we had taken very few
) Steps to fettle it effe&tually, till 1749, after the
’ Peace of Aix la Chapelle. And then the French Court
; gave us a Specimen of Chicane worthy, indeed, of
thofe whom no Treaty ever bound, in Oppofition to
their Convenience : They began to fpeak out, and

e
1€

of to tell us, nay to infift upon it ferioufly in Memorials,

that the Country ceded to us under the Name of Ns-
. wa Scotia, comprehended only the Peninfula, and did
o not extend beyond the /#hmus. ‘Whereas the Charters
0 of King Fames 1. to Sir William Alexander ; and Sir
5 A William’s own Map as old as the Charter, demonftrate
i g that the ancient Limits of the Country {o named in-
3 cluded a vaft Traé of Land, befides the Peninfula,

reaching along the Coaft till it joined New England ;
and extending up the Country till it was bounded by
the South Side “of the River St. Laurence. Of fuch
an Extent of Country they had formed a Plan to rob
us ; hoping, no Doubt, to find the fame Supinenefs in
the Britz/b Adminiftration which had overlooked their
former Encroachments. With this View they defired
A that Commiffaries might meet to {ettle Limits, promi-
~ fing not to a& in America, till thofe Commiflaries
fhould agree, or the Conferences break up. But how
was this Promife obferved ? While the Commifiaries
trifled away their Time at Paris, the Ufurpations went
on in America 3 Incurfions were frequently madeinto
the Peninfula of Acadia, the Poflefion of which they
did not pretend to difpute with us; Forts were built
by them in feveral Places, and particularly a moft
important One to command the /#hmus ; thus deciding
by the Sword, in Time of Peace, that Controverfy
which they themfelves had agreed fhould be amicably
adjufted by their Commiffarics ; and furnifhing a
2 lafting
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lafting Warning to us, that a Treaty which leaves

Points of Confequence to be determined by any after
Conferences, only ferves to light up another War.

While the French Ufurpations went on {o infolently
in Nowa Scotia 3 the Plan was carrying on with equal
Perfidy on the Banks of the Obio; a Country, the
Tnhabitants of which had been in Alliance with the
Englifb above an hundred Years ago ; an Alliance fre-
quently renewed; to which alfo we had a Claim as
being a Conquett of the Five Nations, and from which,
therefore, the French were excluded by the 15th Are
ticle of the Treaty of Utrech: above recited. But
what avail Treaties when Intereft comes in Compe-
tition ? The Pofleflion of the Okio was abfolutely ne-
ceflary, that the great Plan of connetting Canada with
Louifiana might fucceed : And, therefore, they began
their Hoftilities againft us, in that Country, the ve-
ry Year of the Peaee of 4ix-la-Chapelle? oppofed our
Plan of a New Settlement (which had been thought
of by us above forty Years before) infulted our Tra-
ders, plundered and made them Prifoners; and in
1754 having defeated Wafbingtor, and deftroyed our
Fort, they built their Fort Du Quefne 5 and Troops were
fent daily from France to fecure the Pofleflion of this,
and of their new and important Ufurpations.

No Doubt the French Minifters flattered themfelves
that England, inattentive to the Interefts of its Colonies
for fo many Years before, and who, fo lately, had
fubmitted to a Difadvantageous Peace, would not
have the Spirit to oppofe Force to Force, and do itfelf
Juftice by other Weapons than the Complaints of Lord
Albemarle, and the Memorials of Mr. Mil/dway. But
the Hour of Vengeance was,. at laft, come ; the Inte-
refts of the Kingdom were attended toby thofe in Powr
er; the infinite Importance of our American Colonies
was underftood, and a Refolution taken. to have Re~
courfe to Arms. And thus England, which, for half a
Century, had been engaged in every Body’s Quarrels
but its own ; wafting its Millions, and lavifhing its
Blood, to obtain a Barrierin Flanders, which thofe for

whom we conquered it could not defend, or mt{l};i
: 1
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did not think it worth while to keep ; began the pre-
fent War, a War truly NATIONAL.

If there be Merit in this{pirited Conduét, tell your
Enemies, My Lord, that 'you, and a near Relation of
yours  (whofe Memory always will be refpected) had
then the chief Direftion of public Bufinefs. And
you, Sir, will pardon me for paying this Compliment
to thofe who began the War avith Spirit ; while I, at
the fame Time, declareitas my Opinion that your
coming into Power after it was begun, has contributed
to its being carried on with a Succefs equally glorious
and important to the Nation.

But before I make the Application of the zbove De-
dution - concerning  * our American Complaints

(which I fhall, by and bhye, make Ufe of, when 1
come to {peak to the Terms which it will be neceffary
to infift upon at the approaching Treaty) it will be
proper to mention another moft important Inftance of
French Perfidy in Europe.

Dunkirt, by its Situation almoft oppofite the Mouth
of the Thames, had done amazing Mifchief to the
T'rade of England, during King #/s/liam’s and Queen
Anne’s Wars. The Demoliton of Dunkirk, therefore,
very naturally become a favourite Objet of the Na-
tion ; the Parliament, in 1708, addrefled her Majefty
to make no Peace without this Condition + ; and tho’
after a War fo fuccefsful, much more might have been

obtained

% For the Particulars of the Fremch Encroachmentsin Ameri
which I have only givena Sketch ef, fee the Memorials of oux
Commiffaries, Dr. Mitchell’s conteft in america ; the Dotor’sand
Mr, Evan’ aps, and many other T'reatifes,

+ March 2d 1708, The Lords havin fent down an Addrefs to
the Commons for their Concurrence, relating to certain conditions
to be infifted upon, as the fire gua nom, of-a “T'reaty ith France,
Mr. Secretary Boyle reprefented, That the Bririfp Nation having
been at a vaft Expence of Biood and Treafure, for the Profecution
of this neceffary War, it was but juft they thould reap fome Bene-
fit by the Peace : And the Town of Dunkirk being a Neft of Py-
rates, that infefted the Ocean and did infinite Mifchief to Trade;
He, therefore, moved that the demolifhingof its Fortificationsand
Harbours be-infified upon, in the enfuing Treaty of Peace, and
inferted in the Addrefs, which was unanimoufly approved of and
carried back to the Lords. Sec Chandler’s Debates of Parliament,
Yol, vii, p, 122,
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obtained for England than really was, this Point was
carcfully infifted upon, and the Ninth Article of the

Peace of Utrecht obtained.

By this Article, The French Kingengages to demolifp
all the Fortifications of the City of Dunkirk 3 to ruin the
Harbour : 1o break the Dykes and Sluices—The Werks
towards the Sea to be defivayedin Tavo Maonths, and thofe
10 the Land in Three Months after ; all this tobe done at
his own Expence ; and the Fortifications, Harbour,
Dykes and Sluices, never after to be reflored. Could
Words be devifed in all the Extent of Language to fti-
pulate, ina ftronger Manner, the effe¢tual and fpeedy
Demolition of this Place ? And yet all Furope faw
with Amazement, and England beheld with Indigna-
tion, the Peace of Utrrecht violated, with regard to
this important Condition, almoft as foon as it was
figned.

By the Article above-recited we fee that Dunkirt was

- to be demolifhed within five Months after the figning

the Peace ; and yet, near an Year after, I find Mr.
Walpole, in our Houfe of Commons, infifting that the
Peace had already been broken with Regard to Dun-
kirk 5 Since inflead of ruining the Harbour, the French
avere then alually repairing the Stuices, and aworking on
a new Canal *. And tho’ the pa

¢ Inclinations of
the Miniftry in 1713, when Mr. W alpole puthed this
Affair, over-ruled the Inquiry, the Fa&s on which it
would have proceeded were certain,

The (pirited Remonftrances of Lord Stair at Paris,
on the Acceflion of Gesrge I. concerning this Infration
of the Peace, werethe laft Inftances of Humiliation
which Lewis XIV. faw himfelf expofed to; and, per-
haps, he would have found himfelf obliged to do us
that Juftice, by Neceflity, which the Regens, who foon
after came into Power, willingly agreed to from Views
of private Interefl. 'Tho® the Peace of Urrecht had
obliged the Spani/h Branch of the Bourbon Family to
renounce their Right of Succeflion to the Crown of
France, the Duke of Orleans, who, by this Regula-
tion, {aw only an Infant’s Life between him and the
Throne,

% Chandler’s Debates, Vel, 8, p, 6g,
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Throne, knew well, that tho’ the Renunciation h
been folemnly {fworn to, the Doétrine of its Invalidity,
of its being an A&, void, b initio,, had been pub-
lickly avowed. Turcy, as appears by his * Corref-
pondence with Lord Bolingbroke, very frankly made
no Scruple of telling the Englifh before Hand, that
this Expedient, which had been devifed to prevent
the Union of France and Spain under one Monarch,
would be of little Force, as being inconfiftent with
the fundamental Laws of France ; by this Decla
on giving us a very remarkable Inftance of the Weak-
nels of our then Minifters, who could build the Peace
of Eurspe onfo fandya Foundation, and accept of T'erms
which France itfelf was honeit enough to own were not
to be kept.

However, the Regent was refolved to fupport I
Claim to the Crown of France, in Exclufion to t
Spanifh Branch ; and as the Support and Affiftance of
land was neceflary for this Purpofe, itis notto e
wondered at that he thould court the Friendfhip of a
Nation from whom he had fo much to expeét ; and,
therefore, he was wife enough to do us Juftice, by
ing into Execution, in fome Degree, the article
ting ta Dunkirk,
; perfonal Intereft of the Regent was the only
for this Compliance : But fucceeding Admi-
ns in France not being influenced by the fame
private Views to adhere to Treaties folemnly ratified,

-2t

all=-

Dunki bugzm gr(uh‘.ully to rife from its Ruins; its
Port again received Ships ; its Trade flourithed ; En-
gland faw itfelf deprived of this favourite Advantage

gained

¥ See the Report of the fecret Committee, p. T The follow-
ing Extraét from a Letter of Monfr, Torcy to Mr, S, Fobn is re-
markable, ¢ The Renunciation defired would be null and invalid
e fundamental Laws of France ; according to which Laws
moft near Prince to the Crown is, of Neceffity, the Heir
¢¢ thereto.---This Law is locked upon, as the Work of him who
¢ hath eftablifhed all Monarchies, and we are perfuaded in France
¢ that God enly can abolifh it. No Renunciation, therefore, can
¢ deftroy it; and if the King of Spain fhould renounce it for the
¢ Sake of Peace, and in Obedienceto the King his Grandfather,
i y would deceive themfelves that received it as a fufficient Ex-
¢ pedient to prevent the Mifchief we propofe to avoid,
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gained at Utrechr; and fuch was the Afcendancy of
French Councils over thofe of this Ifland, at the Period
I fpeak of that we were attually engaged in Allianced
with France, while that Nation was thus openly infult-
ing us, and infulting us, without Obftruion, in fo
cfiential an Article. We all remember what pafled in
Parliamentin 1733, relating to the point now before
us.—- Such was the tame Acquiefcence of the Britifh
Adminiftration, that Dunkirk, by this- Time, ftood
upon our Cuftom-houfe Booksas a Port, from whence
great Imports were made ; and wher an Inquiry con-
cerning this was popofed in the Houfe of Commons
by a great Parliament Man *, fince dead, the then
Minifter hung” his Head, in the Houfe, for Shame.
And who could have believed it poffible, that the
fame Perfon, who had been fo ready to promote a Par-
liamentary Inquiry into this Violation of the Peace in
1713, fhould obftru& fuch an Inquiry, when he him-
felf was in Power, tho’ theReafons for it had become
much fironger ? Who could fee Him, without Indig-
nation, fhuthis Eyes to the Re-eftablithment of Dun-
ﬁ:ir!-, and.o’-_!f}ruft the propofed Inquiry, by getting
from Cardin vy (who'then governed France, and
zland too) a delufive, minifterial

Letter, promifing what he knew would not be per-
formed ;—and obtained, perhaps, only becaufe the
Car ffured, that the Breach of the Promife
would not be re

ed ?

While Engla»d remained fo averfe to do itfelf Juf
tice, no Wonder that France improved the Opportuni-
ty. At the Time when that Minifer was obliged to
retire from Power, the Re-eftablifhment of Dunki-k
was completed. For, within a few Months after {,
we find a Memorial prefented by Lord Sieir to the
Dutch, complaining of this Violation of the Peace of
Utrecht, and urging this as a Reafon for their joining
us againft France. And as it is for the Horour of the
Adminiftration then entering into Office, that they be-
gan with Meafures fo {pirited and national, it is equal-

ly remarkable, that the fame Perfon, who had threa-
tened

al was ‘aff

* Sir William Windham, The Memorial is dated Fwly
B> 17424
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ened Lowis XIV. in his own Palace, for his Slownefs
in demolithing Dunkirk, lived to be again employed
by his Country at the Diftance of near thirty Years,
when the Reftoration of Dunkirk became an Objeét of
Refentment.

The two Nations had not, as yet, begun the late
War, when we faw, in One Inftance, both a Proof
that Dunkirk was again a Port, and a Port which may
be made Ufe of, to endanger the Safety of Britain.
At the Time I now {peak of *, we beheld the Harbour
of Dunkirk crowded with Tranfports to embark Count
Saxe and the Pretender to invade us. And, if that
Invafion had then taken Effeét, from that very Port,
which was to be no Port, (happily the Winds were
contrary to the Fleet from Breff) the infinite Mif-
chief which this Nation may {uffer from its Re-efta-
blifhment, would have been fatally experienced.

Tho’ we have no great Reafon to brag of the Trea-
ty made at the Conclufion of the laft War (which I am
athamed to call a Peace, as it fettled nothing that was
before in Doubt between the two Nations) the Peace
of Utrecht concerning Dunkirk, was, neverthelefs in
its moft effential Part, reftored to its full Force. I
fay, inits moft Effential Part ; becaufe, tho’the 17th
Article of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chappelle left Dun-
kirk in the State it then was, with Regard to its For-
tifications to the Land ; the fame Article revived our
Right, to the Demolition of its Port, by ﬂipu]aring
That ancient Treaties are to be obferved in Regard to the
Port, and the Works on the Sea fide.

Little or nothing was done between the Conclufion
of the Peace, and the breaking out of the prefent
War, towards carrying into Execution this freth Pro-
mife. On the contrary, the enlarging of the Fortifi-
cations of Dankirk, is mentioned in his Majefty’s De-
claration of War, three Years ago, as one of the frefh
Heads of Injury offered to England. And whoever
refleéts upon the Tranfadtions, fince that Period, will
fee that Dunkirk is reftored to its original Importance.
Its Privateers have done infinite Mifchicfp to our
Trade ; a Squadron of his Majefty’s Navy, in vain

slocked
¥ In 174374,
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blocked up its Harbour lately, to prevent the failing
of Thurst’s Fleet; and, it is well kn >wn, that the
long threatened Invafion of thefe Kingdoms, which
France, in Defpair, certainly meditated, would have
been attempted from this Place, if the Deftrution of
their Ships of War by Haawke, had not taught them
the Abfurdity of invading usin their much celebrated

flat-bottom Boats, which, we may well fuppole, will

hardly be tried, when their Fleets, really formidable,
have been deftroyed in the Attempt.

The above Enumeration of French Infidelities, in
general, and in particular their Behaviour to England
with regard to Dunkirk, and with regard to North A-
merica, fo naturally points out the Expediency, and
Neceffity of the Hints I thall now offer, that, in pro-
pofing them, I may well hope not to have them ridi-
culed as the Revaries of a chimerical St. Pierre, but
rather attended to, as the fober Diftates of Prudence,
and of a Zeal not altogether devoid of Knowledge.

Firft, Then, my Lord and 8ir, before you enter
upon any New Treaty, or liften to any plaufible Pro-
pofals whatever, infilt that Juftice may be done this
Nation, with regard to former Treaties. Shew France
the ftrong, the folemn Engagement fhe entered into at
Utrecht to demolith Dunkirk ; put her in Mind of the
amazing Perfidy with which the, from Time to Time,
cluded the Performance of that Engagement ; and
demanded immediate Juftice on that Article, as a pre-
liminary Proof of her Sincerity in the enfuing Nego-
ciatron.

Be not deceived any longerin this Matter. The
French will, no doubt, affure you that the Demolition
of Duntirk fhall be an Article in the New Treaty. But
let them know, you are not to be J2 impofed upon,
They will, to be fure, when this becomes a new Ar-
ticle, reckon it a new Conceflion on their Side, and
expect {fomething in return for ity—perhaps Guada-
foupe, or fome fuch Trifle, as they will call it. Byt
tell them with the Firmnefs of wife Conquerors, that
the Demolition of Dunkirk is what you are entitled to

by Treaties long ago, and violated ; and that it fhall
enfuing Negocia-
tion

not be fo much as mentioned in the

e
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tion, but complied with, before that Negociation fhall
commence.

Or, admitting that no Conceffion fhould be required
by Framce in the New Treaty, in Confideration of a
New Article to demolifh Dunkirk, place to them, in
the ftrongeft Light, the unfwerable Reafons we have
againft putting any Confidence in them, that fuch an
Article would be better executed, than that in the
Treaty of Utrecht has been,

If they refufe doing us this immediate Juftice, pre-
vious to the Peace ; ask them how they can expect that
we fhould have any Reliance on their Sincerity to ful-
fil the New Engagements they may enter into, when
they afford us {o ftrong, fo glaring an Inftance of In-
fidelity, in an Article of fuch Confequence, made fo
long ago ? Can you have any Dealings with a Power,
who, if he refufes this; at the very Time he is treat-
Ing, affords you fuch manifeft Proof, that his Word
is not to be relied upon, and that you cannot truft
to the Execution of any Promife ever fo folemnly
grade ?

Perhaps France may think it a Difgrace to them, to
comply with any Thing previousto the beginning of
a Negociation. - 'Tell them, that ating honourably,
and doing what Juftice requires, can never be dif-
graceful, But if it be a Difgrace, tell them, with
the Spirit of honeft Men, that we owe it them, for
the greater Difgrace they put, not long ago, upon
us, by requiring usto fend two Peers of this Realm to
remain in- France as Hoflages, till we furrendered
Louishurg 3 an Indignity which I cannot call to mind,
without Pain ; and which, I always thought was {ub-
mitted to without Neceflity.

It is now our Turn to vindicate the Honour of our
Nation ; and.as Dunkirk was put. into our Poflefion
before the Treaty of Utrecht, as a Pledge of the
French Sincerity, and to continue in our Poflefiion,
till the Demolition fhould be completed ; let {fome
fuch Expedient be now agreed upon ; with this Diffe-
rence only, that inftead of, five Months after the Peace,
the Time fixed, for the Demolition, at Ulrecks, let
no Peace be figned, at prefent, till this Right acqm’ri-

e
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ed to us by former Treaties, and of which we have
been {o perfidioufly robbed, be atually carried into
full Execution.

However, if any infuperable Difficulties fhould at-
tend the doing ourfelves Juftice, on this Head, before
the Peace; if, for Inftance, which perhaps may be
the Cafe, it fhould be found that it cannot be complied
with, unlefs we confent to a Ceflation of Arms, du-
ring the ‘Time of Negociation; rather than give
Fronce that Opportunity of recovering from'its Dif-
trefles, and of being proteéted from the Superiority of
our Arms, before we have, finally, obliged them to
accept of our own Terms of Peace (which was one
Caufe of the Ruin of our Negociation at Utrecht) I
would wave infifting upon the Demolition of Dunkirk,
before the Treaty, and think it fufficient to demand
Hoflages from them, as a Security that it fhall be faith-
fully complied with, within a limited Time after the
Treaty fhall be concluded. The Parifians had two
Englifb Milords to ftare at, upon the laft Peace ; and
I do not fee why the Curiofity of our Londsners thould
not be gratified, in the fame Way ; and Two Dues £9
Pairs of France be fent as Hoftages to England, till
Duntirk ceafe to be a Port.

I know well, that Political Opinions, concerning
the Importance of any particular Obje, are as fre-
quently dictated by Whim and Fafhion, as built on fo-
Iid Reafon and Experience, Perhaps, fome may think,
that this is the Cafe, with Regard to the Neceflity of
demolithing Duntirk, But, tho’ it may not at prefent
be fo favorite an Objeét of National Politics, as it was
in the Queen’s Time : this has not been owing to any
real Change of Circumftances ; but to another Caufe,
to the dmerican Difputes between the two Nations,
which have been the great Obje of the prefent War,
and fcarcely permitted us, hitherto, to refle®, in
what other Inftances, the Infidelities of France muft
be checked at the enfuing Peace.—But as this defirable
Event now approaches, we cannot forget, or forgive
the Behaviour of our Enemies with Regard to Dun-
kirk 5 and it will be equally neceflary for the Honour
and for the Jntereff of this Nation to make no Peace,

without
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without obtaining full Satisfaition on this Head. Tt
will be neceflary for the Honour of the Nation to infift
apon this, if it were only, to fhew to Europe in gene-
ral, and to France in particular—That we have too
much Spirit not to relent Injuries ; and too much
Wifdom not to take Care, when we have it happily
in our Power, to prevent them for the future.— But
the Demolition of Dunkirk, is neceflary, if we would
take Care of the Intereft of the Nation. Such hath
been our Succefs, in deftroying the Navy of France ;
and fo unable doth that Kingdom now appear, to car-
ry on its ambitious Proje&s by Land, and to vie at
the fame Time, with England, for Dominion on. the
Sea ; that we may reafonably fuppofe, there is an End
of Breff and Toulon Squadrons, to face our Fleets ;
and a future War with England, will leave the French
no other Way of diftrefling us by Sea, than to lie in
watch for our Merchant Ships, with numberlefs Pri-
vateers. Infuch a piratical War, Dunkirk, if its Har-,
bour be not now deftroyed, will, too late, befound to.
be of infinite Confequence ; and we fhall fatally ex-
perience it again, what it was.in the Queen’s, Time,
and in the Language of her Parliament, a Neff of Py-
rates, infefling the Ocean, and doing infinite. Mifchief
to Trade *.

For thefe Reafons, therefore, I am fo old-fufbioned
as to expect that our Plenipotentiaries will have this
Point properly ftated to them in their Inftruétions, and
that Delenda eft Carthago, Demolifb Dunkirk, will be
a Preliminary Article in the enfuing Negociation.

The War having begun, principally, with a View
to do.ourfelves Juitice in North America, the Regulati-
on of Matters, on that Continent, oughtto be, and na
Doubt, will be, the capital Article relating to Englnnd,
in the coming Treaty. Itwill be neceflary, therefore,
to give you my Sentiments, on this Head ; and while
I do it with all becoming Diflidence, I fhall, at the
fame Time, fupport what I may offer, with Reafons
appearing fo ftrong to me, asmay perhaps recommend
it to your farther Confideration, though it fhould fail
of producing Convittion,

Sece above, page 17:

Now
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Now it is with the greateft Pleafure, Iwould ob-
ferve, that with regard to North America, we have no-
thing to afk, at the Peace, which we have not already
made ourfelves Mafters of during the War. We have
been blefled by Heaven, with a Succefs, in that Part of
the World, fcarcely to be paralleled in Hiftory. The
Rathnefs of Braddock, the Inexperience of Shirley, the
Ina&ivity of Loudon, and the 111-Succefs of Abercrom-
bie, {feem only to have been fo many neceffary Means
of producing that Unanimity in our Colonies, that
Spirit in our Troops, and that fleady Perfeverance in
our Minifters, -as hath not only recovered from the E-
nemy all his Ufurpations, but Louifbourg is an Englifb
Harbour ; Quebec, the Capital of Canada, is already
in our Poffeflion; and the Reft of that Country will fall
of Courfe. It'is a profpect ftill more agreeable ; that
by deftroying the Naval Force of France, our North
American Conquefts cannot be retaken ; and the Prin-
ciple I would now lay down, and which I would re-
commend it to you to adopt, is, not te give up any of
them. And T fhall now endeavour to prove to you,
that fuch a Demand may be infifted upon, without

iving the Enemy any Pretence for accufing us of In-
ﬁ)lcncc towards them ; and cannot be omitted without
giving the Nation juft Reafon to complain, that we
have confented to a treacherous and delufive Peace.

It cannot, furely, ever enter the Imagination of a
Britifh Admininiftration, to make Peace, without, at
lealt; keeping in our Poffeflion, all thofe Places, where
the French had fettled themfelves, in Violation of for-
mer Treaties, and from which we have, fortunately,
driven them. Upon this Plan, then, we fhall, atthe
Peace, be left in Pofleflion not only of the Peninfula of
Acadizy but of all Newa Seotia, according to its old
Limits ; the Bay of Fundi, and the River §¢ Fobn.—
The important Conquefts of Crown Point, and Niaga-
ra, will not be relinquithed ; and Fort du Quéfne, and
the Country near the Ohio, will remain Ours.——
They are already Ours; the French know they cannot
get them back during the War, and they do not expeét
that we fhall give them up at the Peace.

But
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i But though Care fhould be taken to keep all thofe
Places juft mentioned ; forething more muft'be done,
orour American Colonies will tell you, you have dore
Nothing. Ina Word, you muft keep’ Casada, othei-
ways you lay the Foundation of another War.

‘The Neceflity of this may be placed in fo ftriking a
the View, as to filence the French Plenipotentiaries, and
i to convince zll Eurcpe, of the Fuftice of our De-
: mand,

Afk the French, what Security they can give yon,
if we reftore Canada to them,' however reftrained in
1ts Boundaries, that they will not again begin to ex-
tend them at our Expence ? ' If the Treaty of Utreche
could not keep them from Encroachments, what Reafon
can we have to fuppofe the future T'reaty will be better
obferved ? ' If the French are left at Montreal, and
the three Rivers, can we be certain they will not a-
gain crofs the Champlain Lake, and attack Crozun-
Point 2 If the River St. Lawrence be fill theirs,
what is to infure us againft an Expedition to Niagara'®
Can we flatter ourfelves that a People, who in full
Peace, ere@ed thofe two Fortrefles, in dire@ Violati-
on of their Faith plighted at Utrecht, 'will be reftrain-
ed, by any furure Treaty, from attempting alfo in
full Peace, to recover them? After having feen the
French carrying on a regular Plan of Ufurpation, in
North dmerica, for thefe Forty Years patt, fhail we
be fo weak as to believe that they will now lay it afide ?
No, depend uponit, if the French think it worth their
while to afk' back that Part of North America, which
was their own, they mean to take proper Opportunia
ty, of E[bofwing all our Colonies vound about, and of re-
fuming the fame ambitious Views of Enlargement
which the moft facred Ties of former Treaties could
not reftrain,

" The Truth of the Matter is, they were tired of (-
ol nada.  The Inclemency of the Climate, the difficult
Accefs toit; and a Trade fcarcely defraying the Lx-
pence of the Colony, would long ago have induced
them to abandon it, if the Plan ofextcndlng its Boun-

)73 daries,
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daries, at'the Expence of the. Englifb. 5 and of (')pen,- .
ing its Communication with,, Leuifiana and  with_ the

Ocean, had not made them perievere. Canada
itielf is not worth theirafking ; and if they do defire
to have it reftored to them; it can only be with a View
to repeat the fame  Injuries and Infidelities,, to punifh ;
which, we engaged in the prefent war, Unlefs, there-
fore, we be refolved, awith our Eyes open, tO expofe
ourfelves to aRepetition of former Encroachments ; un-
lefs we fhould choofe to be obliged to keep great Bo-
dies of Trodps, in America, in full Peace, at an 1m-
menfe Expence ; we cam never confent to leave the
French any Footing in Canada. If we do not exclude
them abfilutely and entirely frony that, Country ; we
{hall foon find we have done nothing. Let the Treaty
be drawn ever fo accurately’; Jet —the Boundaries be-
tween Canaida and our Colonies, be defcribed ever fo
precifely, and regulated ever fo much, in our Favour ;
what has happened already, ought to teach us what
we may expe&l again; the future Treaty will be ob-
{erved no better than the former have been; Ufurpa-
tion and Encroachment will gradually revive ; and thus
{hall we have thrown away all our Succefles ; fo ma-
ny Millions have been expended to_no Purpole ; and
the Blood of fo-many thoufands of our brave Country-
men fpilt, only to remind us, that though we knew
how to conquer, we knew not how to improve, per-
haps, the only Opportanity  we fhall ever have, of
putting it out of the Power of France to violate its
Faith.

I take it for granted that, in the future Negociation,
the 1fland: of Cupe Bretin will follow the Fate of Que-
bec s I ihall enly oblerve with Regard toit, that though
the Harbour and Fortification of Lowifbsurg be of infi-
nite Service to France ; it can be of little or no Ufe to
England, if Canada be left tous, It is of Confequence
to Frasce; a5 & Retreat. to their Ships filhing. on the
neighbouring Banks of | Neawfoundland and as a Se-
curity to the Entrance of the Gulph of St. Lawrences

3ut the Pofleflion of Newufoundland itfelf, makes Lou-
ifbourg of ne Utility to the Englifb, in the former Ref-

ped 3 and Hallifax, where we have a good Harbour,
anfwers
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anfwers very, nearly the latter Purpofe. Upon this
View therefar€,” may “we niot hope and expeét; that,
the Neceffity of - gartiloning ‘Lo horng having ended
1 with tHe ‘Coriquelt ot @uebery its Fater-will be: detér-
i miped;, without troaliling’the Frerok Plenipotentiaries?
" Without Waitine for a Conprefs, let @rders be forth-
i with fent to deimolith it, fo' 45 ot s0:léave one Stone
o upon dnother, ‘of the Fortifications' ; to remove the In-
1 habitants to Nova Scorin, a- better. Country.; and to
fe leave the Ifland a‘bare “and barren Rock § the- State:it
- vas ‘1n‘ before the' Peace 'of Ulkwahr gave Leave ito
r Iranct tofortify it. *If the Right ' :
By 'the Y9t Avticle ofithesfan € Pead
. Pirts oP thoft: Seks Hould” be conti
1t wifh to {fee‘it cor 16
it rather ‘unreafonable)
i ungarfifontd bé 1éft open torthem $ and a few Men of
3 War kept“at Hafifux, will' effe@ually prevent Loui/-
o boure’8 being dgain inade @ Place of Strength.

j If you adoptichis ‘WMealive, Pfhould: be inclined to
it think,. Fiance will fee that'youkwow: yéur true Inte-
B refts ; and that *you ‘dre-refvlveds feadily o purfue
; them. And if they fhould make any Remonfirances
] againft it," tell‘them they 'may follow: sur Example and

dentolifhi, if they pleafe, the Fortifications of Adabon ;
i which we fee them' poffefs ‘w as cgreat Indifference
. as ‘we rem€mber the “Circumi 6 obtts Lofs, with
? Shagie : "Which, ‘a5 beirig of noUfeito.them! they will
: ot defire 'to keep, andwhicly, having been kept ’i)y us,
i it ‘an Expence, not counterbalanced by its Utility, we
thall not'be very ' fanguine about recovering. Or, ra-
ther tell them; thatin demolithing Louifboxrg, before
the  Peace, we only copy a former Example given us
by themfelves;  when-their  "Froops Were: employed in
difmantling the Frontier Towns in Flariders, at the ve-
Ty "T'ime that'their Plenipotentiaries at iz da\Chapelle
were confenting to give them' up.

“The Plan which 1'have had the Honour of fketching
out to you, befides being fo reafonable in itfelf, is per-
fectly dgreeable to'that Moderation exprefied by his
Majetty, in'his Speech, of nit. hawing entered inio the
War with View's of Ambition The Poflefion of Canada,

‘ is
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is no View of Ambition ; it is the only, Security the
Frenchcan give us, fortheir future Regard to Treaties.
We have made other Conguefts, of great Importance,
our Management of which will give us fufficient Means
of fhewing our Moderation.. And though [ fhall:not
prefume to give any Opinion, about the future Difpo
{al of them, I think, however, I may be allowed to
hint, that < the Poflefiion of Guadalsupe,” an additi-
onal fugar Iiland, when we have {fo many of our own,
cught not tobe i iupcn fo firenuoudly as to make
it a neceifary Condition of the Peace. And thongh
% Senegal and Gore’] are of real Importance :in the
Slave and Gum Trades, our own dfrican Settlements
hdve hicherto! fupplied us with Slaves, fufficient. for
eur American Burpofes: And the Trade for Gumis,
perhaps, not of Confequence enough to make us a-
mends for the annual Mortality, which we already la-
ment, of our brave Countrymen, to guard our . Afri-
can'Conguefts.| The People of England, therefore,
will not, I believe, blame the giving them back, for
a valuable: Confideration, — provided CGangda be left

< 10 ns.

To confider this Affair in. its proper Light, 1t will
be neceffary to reflect on the infinite Confequence of
North America to this Country, = Our, Colonies there
contain above a Million of Inhabitants, who are moft-
ly fupplied with the Manufa&ures of Great Britain ;
our Trade to them, by employing innumerable Ships,
is one great Source of our maritime Strength ; by
fupporting our Sugar Iflands with their Provifions,
and - other Neceflaries, they pour in upon. us all the
Riches of the Weff Indies ; we carry their Rice, and
Tobaceo, and Fifh, to all the Markets of Europe;
they produce Indigo, and Iron; and the whole Navy
of England may be equipped, with. the Produdts of
Englifh America. And if, notwithftanding our having
loft feveral Branches of Commerce we formerly enjoy-
ed in Europe and to the Lewant, we have fhll more

* Commerce than ever ; a greater Demand for our Ma-

nufactures, and a vaft Increafe of our fhipping ; what
ean this be owing to, butto the Trade to our own
American Colonies ; a Trade which the Succeffes of

this
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this War, will render, every Day, more and more ad-
vantageous ! If this Matter, then, be confidered in
the above Light, by thofe whom I now addrefs, they
will make our North American Conquefts the fine, gun
non of the Peace, as being the only Method of guard-
ing our invaluable Pofleflions there, from Ufurpations
and Encroachments; and they will look upon  every
other Conqueft, we have made, o may makey in other
Parts of the World, as Inftruments put into our Hands
by Providence, to enable us to fettle Affairs on the Con-
tinent of Eurcpey as ad\'anmgeouﬂy to our Allies, as 2ur
Gratitude could with, and as their Fidelity doth deferve.

Here, then, let me changc the Scene, and h;u'ing
fettled our Affairs in Canade (would to God they were
fo fettled at the Peace !) permit me to finifh my Plan
of Negociation, by giving my Sentiments on the Part
we ought to act, to obtain a proper Settlement of Af-
fairsin Germany.

If a great Number of Allies can make themfelves
formidable to a common Enemy, duri ng the Operati-
ons of the War, they are apt to ruin every Advantage
they may have gained, by quarrclling amongit them-
felves, when they begin their Negociations for Peace,
Like an Ogpofition, in our Parliament, carried on a-
gainft an overgrown Minifter, all Sorts of Parties and
Connexions, all Sorts of difagreeing and sontraditory
Interefts, join againft him, at firft, as a common Ene-
ray 3 and tolerable Uuanimity is preferved amongl(t
them, fo long as the Fate of this Puriiamcntary War
continues in Sufpence. But when once they have dri-
ven him to the Wall, and think themfelves fure of
Vittory ; the Jealoufies and Sufpicions, which,
while the Conteft depended, had been ftifled, break
out ; every one who fhared in the Fatigue, expelts to
fhare in the Spoils ; feparate Interefts counter-adt each
other ; feparate Negociations are fet on Foot; till at
laft, by wntimely and mercenary Divifions, they lofe
the Fruits of their Vitory, and the Objeét of the com-
mon Refentment is able to make Terms for himfelf *,
This

* The true Hiftory of the Tranfaftion here alluded to, may,
poflibly, fome Time or other, appear; though, as yet, we are
perfuaded, the World knows very little of it,
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— This was exaftly the Cafe, in the Conteft bes
tween [ eewis XIV. and the Princes of Europe united
againft him, before the Peace of Utrecht ; and the un-
happy Divifions of the Allies (Divifions too likely to
have {prung up, even tho’ there kad not beena Party
in England, who to gratify their private Refentments;
blew up the Coals of Diffention) gave the French the
Means of procuring more favourable Terms of Peace,
than they could well have hoped, after fo unfuccefsful
a War.

I have mentioned this, with a View to obferve, that
the Circumftances of the prefent War on the Continent
arevery different ; no fuch unfortunate Difunion feems
poffible to happen to us, though it may happen
amongft the Confederates who are engaged on the
fame  Side with France, againft Hunewver and the
Xing of Pruffic.

It may be colle@ted from more than one Hint dropt
an the Courfe of this Letter, ‘that I am mno Friend to
Gomtinentul Meafures in general 5 efpecially fuch con-
sinental Meafures as engaged us during the three laft
Wars, as Principals ; when we feemed ‘eager .to ruin
ourfelves, in-Support of that Auflrian Family whom
wemnow find, with unparalleled Ingratitude, and in-
credible Folly, in clofe Alliance with France-~—DBut
the Continental Meafures now adopted by England
were meceffary, both with regard to Qur Honour and
Our Intereft. . Hanswer has been attacked by France,
on/a Quarrel entirely Englifh; and tho’ Care was
taken, by the A&t of Settlement, that England ‘hould
mot beinvolved in Wars ion account of Hanower ; yet
Gratitude, Honour, the Reputation of our Country,
every Motive of Generofity, bound us, notto allow
the innacent Eletorate to be ruined for England’s A--
saerican Quarrel with France. In Regard to our In-
tetelt, ino Englrfh Minifter, however inflexible, :in his
Attachment to hisnative Country, could have devifed
the Means- of making the beft Ufe of our American
Conquefts; if the Freach could have treated with Ha-
nower-in -their Hands. It was with a View to prevent
this, to oppofe.the French in their Proje&s in Germany,
she Succels of which would have been fo detrimental

ta
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to England, that we beneltly and wwifely have formed
and;bave'maintained the Army neru commanded by
Pringe ferdinand ; and have entered into an- Alliagnce
with the Kingof. Pruffia. ;.. :

But thio’"jthis ~was a2 Meafure of Prudence, it was
fearcely, pefiible for the wileft Statefman. to, forefee all
thofe great Confequences . which ‘it hath; already pro-
duced. ‘The Efiorts. which the French have made in
Germany, and the Refiftance they have there met with
by the Care of the Briufh Adminiftration ; have con-
tributed .more than. perhaps we, could expeft, - to our
Sviccel§ a1 Americs,| and.. other « Parts of the World.
Full of the Px_‘oje&- Qf,;cqnq,ucri,ng Hansver, . France
{aw herfelf ebliged to engage in exorbitant: Fxpences ;
Armies were to be paid, and maintained in /e/iphalia
and on the Rbing ; valt Sums were to be advanced to
the Conrt of | Vjenna always asindigent as it is hangh-
ty; thelravenausRufiens, and the degenerate Sevede.

¥ - a5 0 )
wouldnot: movey, nlefs allured by Subfidies; and e
Mouth of every hungry German Prince. was to be /1ot
with the Lowis D'yss of France: , Involved in E”,penit;
thus enormous, .our Encsaies have been preveried from
dtrengthening themielves, at Sea; where Eagland had
moft Reafon to dread. their being frong. :

) ‘The:. infinite Advantages which this Nation hath
reaped from: the Germen Wary, are indeed now - fo well
undesftoed,. thatawe have foen the vreateft 1:[1”\;;@5 of
IJairs Meafureasknowledge, theis M fafe. ¥
- I}l@y;l‘i(fw sonfefsshat ifwe had sot-refifled. Fiomer
mcher [Projeds:of German Conguesks, - Ker: belt Tmo,,;
had not been dclquycd; her own. Coafts. would I:e;i’c
been better FI‘OFL‘Q(C&i;‘ﬁle would havebeen able to
pay more Attention t0 her HAmerican Concerns - Fnpg-
Jand’might have) been sthreatned, fo fuieuﬂ‘: with
Invafions; as.to be ufraid of parting with l‘}lOE‘(‘J:;'.'{‘lIE;‘-
rous | Armies which have conqueréd,, at fueh a L'i;:‘;*‘-‘c
from! Home: - In a Word, i that unverfali Bankra L;’
which-hath crowned the Diftreffes of £ oo »+and - 1;5’
England greater Reafon of Exultation,-tlan any ]T—'H";t
of the 'War, might have been prevented.. Jtis ():._1_;‘.;%
I_‘- 0\\'11)[0:l to the l(;('!'.‘f[.’ih I"art of the War that Frvance
appears.thus low in the pohitical Scale of Strength and

Jll‘;h‘_h 3
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Riches ; shat fhe is found to be a finking Monarchy,
nay a Monarchy already funk. And, perhaps, it
might be an Inquiry worthy of another Monte(quied,
to aflign the Caufesof the Rife and Fall of the French
Monarchy ; and to point out thofe ‘filent Principles of
Decay which have, in our Times, made fo rapid a
Progrefs, that France, in 1712, after upwards of twen-
ty Years almoft conftant War, maintained againit all
Europe, was ftill more refpectable, and lefs exhaufted
than it now appears to be, when the finple Arm  of
Great Britain 1s lifted up againft her, and the War has
Jafted no more than three or four Yeats. :

If this then be the ‘State of the Warin Germany 3
if England be bound to take a Part in it, by every
Motive of Honour and Intereft ; and if the infinite
Advantages it hathalready produced; be ftated fair-
Iv—The Inference I would-draw; and’ which I be~
lieve the whole Nation 'will ‘alfo draw; ‘is, that we
fhould contintie’ to ‘exert thofe Endeavours which hi-
therto have beert fo  effe@tual; in defeating the De-
figns of France to get pofieflion'of Hanower.

His Majefty, as Eletor of Hangver, has no Views
of Ambition « His Country bas been attacked only be-
canfe it belonged to the King of Great Britain : And no-
thing more 1s required of us, but to be'true to our-
{clves, by negle@ing' no ‘Step that ‘miay’ prevent Ha-
nower from falling again into the Hands of France, at-
ter Having been o miraculoufly refcued from the Con-
tributions of the repacious’ Richlieu, and faved from
the Military Defert of Belleifle.—1I need not fay any
Thing of the Glory acquired by that Army, which
notwithftanding it’s great Inferiority, hath driven the
French twice from the Wefer to the Rbise. I fhall on-
1y obferve, that the next Campaign (if another Cam-
paign thould preceed the Peace) will ‘in all ‘Probabi-
lity, lofe us none of the Advantages we have gained,
on that Side s if our Army, ftill headed by Prince Fer-
imand whio has already” gained fo many Laurels, be
ve; dered more formidable, as T hope it will, by fend-
i 10 it fome Thoufands more of our national Troops;
who now, fince the Conqueft of Canada, and the
Dicfeat of the long threatned Invafion, have no other

Scene
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Scené of Ation left,” but to contribute to another Vie-
tory in Germany.

It would be a very pleafing Profpedt, if* we could
fpeak with equal Confidence, and Probability of Suc-
cefs, concerning the future Operations of the King
of Pruffin. However, when we refleét on the amazing
Difficulties he has had to ftruggle with ; attacked
on every fide by a Number of Confederates, each of
whom, fingly, one would have thought, an equal
Match for his whole Strength ; bearing up at the
fame Time, againft the formidable Power of the
Houfe of Auftria; the brutal Ferocity of the Rufi-
ans ; the Attacks of the Savedes ; the Armies of the
Empire ; and, at one Time, having the additional
Weight of the French Arms upon him ; when, I fay,
we refle¢t on the uncommon Difficulties this magna-
nimous Prince has to refift, we muft rather exprefs
our Wonder, and our Satisfaftion that his Situation
is full fo refpectable, than indulge our Fears, that it
is likely to be worfe. The fevereft Checks he has
met with during this War, have only ferved to fhew
how calm he poffeffes himfelf under Diftrefs, and how
ably he can extricate himfelf. The Hour of Adverfi-
ty has called forth all his Abilities, and if he has
failed fometimes, from too great an Eagernefs to
conquer, he has always been able to retrieve his
Affairs, and like Anteus, gained frefh Strength from
every Overthrow.

And, upon this Principle, I flatter myfelf, his Pru/-
fian Majefty will ftill be able to fecure to himfelf
the greater Part, if not the whole of Sexeny for his
Winter Quarters, and to recruit his Army, no Doubt
much fhattered with it's Loffes and Fatigues, before
the opening of another Campaign. Itis to be ho-
ped alfo, that befides the amazing Refources He
has ftill left in his own unbounded Genius, and
the generous and ecffectual Support which his Con-
nexion with Eng'and, affords him ; the Power of
the Confederacy agaiul’( him may be broken, by
difuniting the Confederates. Hiftory fatisfies us how
feldom a Confederacy of many Princes, has ever ruin-
ed a fingle Power attacked. Ihave given one In-

ftance

) :
L R P e g 1—%
~ T —— e o = h
4 T S ¢ T




BT

(36)

fiance of this already, when I {poke of the Grand Al-
liance againft Lewis XIV. and the League of Cam-
bray againit the Penetians, in the 16th Century, is
an Inftance ftill more remarkable. ;

But, if contrary to our Hopes, our Wifhes, our
Endeavours, this fhould fail ; if his Prufran Majef-
ty, like a Lion caught in the Toils (after a Refift-
ance already made, which will hand him down to Pof~
terity as the greateft of Men) thould at laft be un-
able to defend himfelf ; let him not defpair while
he -is in Alliance with Britain: For 1. would in-
culcate a Doérine, which I think ‘'will not be un-
popular amongft my Countrymen, and which, there-
fore, T hope, will not be oppofed by our Minifters, .
That whatever Conquefls ave bave made, “and whatever
Conguefls ave may flill make; upon the French, except
North America, awhich muft be kept all our owwon 5 fhould
be looked upon as given back to France for a moft im-
portant Confideration, ifit can be the Means of extricat=
ing' the King of Pruffia from any unforefeen Diftrefes.

Perhaps my Notions on this Subje®& may feem to
border on' Enthufiafm ; but, however, I cannot but
be perfuaded, that Things are come to that pafs in
Germany, that the Ruin of the King of Pruffia will be
foon followed by the Ruin of the Proteftant Religi-
onin the Empire. The blind Zeal of the bigotted
Aufirian Family will haveno Check, if the Head and
Proteétor of the German Proteftants be ‘deftroyed ;
and the War begun only to wreft Silefia from him,
will, in the End, be found to be a War that will
overturn the Liberties and Religion of Germany. If,
therefore, the noble Perfeverance of the King of
Pruffia deferves the Efteem of a generous People ;
if his Fidelity to his Engagements, which has con-
tributed to fave FHanower and to ruin France, ¢an
demand our Gratitude ; if the Danger of the only
Proteftant Sovereign in Germany, able to preferve
the Privileges of 'his Religion from being trampled
under Foot can call forth the warm Support of this
Protcftant Nation ; may I not hope, may I not be
confident, that our Minifters will difate, and our
Pcople approve of Terms of Feace in kLis Faveour, tho?

they
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they fhould be purchafed by relinquithing fome of
our Conquefts ; while the Pofleflion of Canade will
be fo reafonable a Bound to the Demands we may
make for ourfelves ?

I have ftated this Point, upon a Suppofition that
the Event of the War may turn out to the Difad-
vantage of the King of Pruffia. Butif the Fortune,
the Capacity, the Perfeverance of that Great Prince,
fhovld enable him (as I. think we may ftill hope) to
extricate himfelf from the Dangers that furround him
—it may be afked, What is to be done with the Con-
quefts which, befides Canada; we fhall be in Pof-
feflion-of when we treat of 2 Peace 2—My. Propofal
is honeft, and perhaps will not be treated as chime-
rical : Employ them to recover out of the Hands of
France thole Towns of - Flanders, gained for the 4y-
flrian Family by the Valour, and at the Expence of
England ; and which have been fo perfidioufly facrifi-
ced. A Britifp Adminiftration muft tremble at the
Profpectof - féeing Newporr and Qftend become French
Property, and therefore, fhould; ufe their utmoft Fn-
deavours to prevent this at the Peace; tho’ thofe En-
deavours may ferve the Court of Fienna, whofe In-
gratitude to Britain will never be forgotten ; tho’ at
the fame Time, I muft own we fhall draw no fmall
Advantage from™ it: . We fhall learn, for the future,
to prefer our own Intereft to that of others ; to pro-
portion our Expences on the Continent to the imme-
diate Exigencies of our own Country, ‘and. never to
aflift a new Ally, swithout remembering how much we
did for our Ofdone, and what Return we have had |

I'have, now, nearly executed my principal Defign,
in the prefent Addrefs; which was to give my
Thoughts on the important Bufinefs of the approach-
ing Treaty. ' And if it be conduéted with as much
Ability, as the Wai has been carried on with Spiritand
Succefs, there is great Roem for flattering ourfelves,
that the Voice of the  Publick demands ne Advanta-
ges or Ceflions, in Favour of FEnoland, which the Mi-
nifters of England are not refolved to infitt upon.

But amidft the fignal Succeffes of cur Arms, which
give us fo reafonable an Expeftation of an }u.';””k‘,;-
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able Peace, and have exalted our Country to the high-
eft Pinnacle of Glory and Reputation abroad—I wifh
it could be faid that our Cunflitution was not great-
ly in Danger of being hurt, and almoft loft, at Home.
—1 fhall beg Leave to take this Occafion of touching
this equally melancholy and important Subje ; with
a View not to blame, ‘but to lament ; not to bring a-
ny railing Accufation againft thofe who are now in
Power, but to exhort and to excite them to endeavour,
before it be too late, to add to the Services they have
done their Country, in faving it from the open At-
tacks of Framce, the ftill more important Service of
faving our Conftitution, which fome unhappy Cir-
cumftances of our prefent Situation have already great-
ly changed, and feem to threaten with intire De-
ftrattion ; Nay, I may fay, would have attually de-
firoyed, if it were not for the good Heart of our
g};l-acious Sovereign, who {corns to take Advantage of
them,

Confiderably above an hundred Millions of Debt,
the Sum we muft ‘be obliged to fit down with, at the
End of the prefent War, is a Burthen which how-
ever immenfe, Experience has taught us, contrary to
all ‘Theory, we fhall be able to bear without Bank-
ruptcy.  As our Expences have increafed, we have
found, contrary to the Predi&tions of gloomy Politi-
cians, that our Abilities to bear them have increa-
fed alfo.—But tho’ our Debts be not too great for
the Riches of our Country, theyare much too great
for the Independency of its Conftitution. For, when
I confider the infinite Dependance upon the Crown,
created by Means of Them, throughout the King-
dom, amongft all Degrees of Men ; when I reflett
onthe many Thoufands of Placemen, of every De-
nomination, who are employed in the Colle@tion of
the vaft Variety of Taxes now levied on the Public;
and take a Review of a far greater Number of Ser-
vants of the Crown, both Civil and Military, for
whofe Support fo confiderable 2 Share of the pub-
lic Revenue is fet apart, too many of whom, I fear,
might be tempted to afiift in extending the Influence
of the Prerogative to the Prejudice of Epublicb Li-
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berty ; when I confider the vaft Load of Taxes, "in
this Point of View, I cannot help obferving the
amazing Revolution in our Government which this
fingle Article has brought about ; nor enough Ia-
ment the unhappy Circumitances of Affairs, and the
Neceflities of the War which have forced us to an
annual Expence, unknown to former Times, and which
will almoft be incredible to Pofterity. I believe. 1
can venture to fay upon Memory, that the Expences
of the. War, for all King William's Reign, about 13
Years, were not, at a Medium, above 3 Millions and
ahalfa Year; and; Queen Anne’s, tho’ the laft Years
were exorbitant, were little more than g Millions.
What they dre now I figh to think on.  Twelve or
Fourteen Millions are demanded without Referve;
and what i$ ftill more, voted without Oppofition. Nay,
of f{o little Confequence is it now thought, by our
Reprefentatives, to deliberate on the weighty Bufi-
neis of raifing. Money on the Subjeét, that fcarcely
can; Fanty of .them be : got together, to hear
the Eftimates for at lealt One Hundred and four(core
T houfand Men, for . {o many we have ndw in our Pay ;
and to. borrow Eight, Millions, the Sfim by which
our Expences exceed our Income.

Thefe , are alarming Confiderations ; but another
Objeét,  no lefs threatening the Ruin of our Confli-
tution, alfo prefents itfelf.

I. am old enough, ta remember what Uneafinefs and
Jealoufies - difturbed: the Minds of all true Patriots,
with regard to ftanding Armies, and military Efta.
blifments. Principles of Liberty in general, and,
in particular, Whig Principles,. excited this Uneafinefs
and produced thefe Jealoufies, which, from Time to
Time, have been a fruitful Scource of Parliamentary
Debate. It was, no longer ago than the late King’s
Time, that the ,vefting: Courts Martial, in Time of
Peace, with the Power of punifhing Mutiny and De-
Jertion with Death, was carried in the Houfe of Com-
mons by a fmall Majority *. Nay, that a Court Mar-
tial, however limited in its Jurisdi&ion, was inconfi-
flant .with the Liberties of a free People, in Time of

: Peace
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Peace, was the Dotrine of Whigs in thofe Days ; it
was the Doétrine, in particu[ar, of ‘Sir Rebert” Walpole
then in Oppofition ; whofe remarkable Exprefiion; ia
this great Debate, That'they who'gave ‘the ' Powver
¢ of Blood, gave FElood,” never can bé forgotten. - And
though afterwards’ when he came tobe aMiniffer, he
was better reconciléd to ftanding (Armicsoand Mutiny
Bills, in Time of Peace, feventeen thoufand Men, was
all the Army he dur/i afk; yet even that Demand
produced an annual Debate ; and the annual Reafon;
on which he founded the Neéceflity -of 'his Demand =
being the Danger from ‘the Pretender. andthe Jaco-
bites; was the ftrongeft Proof, that even  in:Sir R;
Walpale's Opinion, the Reduction in the Army fhould
take Place, when this Danger from: Difaffection fhould
ceafe. But how are Things changed ? — I own' In-
deed that amidft the Dangers of this War, and the
Threats of an Invafion, the vaft ‘Army’now on -our
Effablifhment, is neceflary : “But what °F lament isto
fee the Sentiments of -the Nation’fo ‘amazingly recon<
ciled to the Profpeét of having 4 far mere' numercas
Body of regular Troops, kept upy ifter the 1Peace;
than any true Lover of his Country in former Times
thought,- could” be allowed without endangering the
Conflitution. Nay, fo unaccourtably  fond" are we
become of the ‘military Plan, that’ ‘the Ere&tion of
Barracks, which; ‘twenty Yearsage, would have ruin-
¢d any Minifter who fhould have ventured to: propofe
it, may be propofed fafely by our” Minifters now!a-
Days and, upon 'Trial,"be"found to'‘be a favourité
Meafure with our Patriots, and’ with the Public 'in
general. :

But what I lament as the greateft Misfortune that
can threaten the public: Eiberty, is to fee the Bagers
nefs with which’odr 'Nobility, 'born ‘to'be the Guar-
dians of the Conftifution againkt Prerogative, folicid
the Badge of military Subjeftion, not merely to ferve
their Country, in"Times of Danger, which would be
commendable, butin Expe&ation te be continued So/-
diers, when Tranquillity fhall be reftored, and to be
under military Command, during Life! ‘When I fee
this firange, but melancholy Infatuation, fo preva-
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lent, I almoft defpair of the Conftitution. If it fhould

G."' go on in Proportion as it has of late, I fear the Time
i} will, at laft, come, when Independence on the Crown,
4 will be exploded as unfafhionable. Unlefs another
. Spirit poflefs our Nobility ; unlefs they lay afide their
k Military Trappings ; and think they can ferve their
?? Country more effeétually as Senators than as Soldiers,
iy what can we expeét but to fee, the Syftem of military
. Subordination extending itfelf throughout the King-
ny * dom, univerfal Dependance upon Government, in-
i fluencing every Rank of Men, and the Spirit, nay
i the very Form of the Conftitution deftroyed? We
R have generally beaten the French, and always been
i foolith enough to follow their Fafhions ; I was in hopes
?Id we fhould never have taken the Fathion of French
I Government ; but from our numerous Armies, and
¢ the Military Turn of our Nobility, I am afraid we
ur are running into itas faft as we can. And, unlefs
1 fomething can be done, to bring back our Conftita-
e tion to its firft Principles, we fhall find, that we have
@ .  triumphed, only to make ourfelves as wretched as our
[ Enemy ; that our Conquefts .are but a poor Compen-
£ fation for the Lofs of our Liberties ; in a Word, that,
e like J#olfe, falling in the Arms of Vi&ory, we are
e moft glorioully—undone !
of But though I have drawn fo melanchely a Picture,
n/ of the Dangers which threaten us with the Lofs of our
e Liberties, it is with no other Defign, than to exhort
- thofe who are placed at the Helm, to {et - about the
ite Repairs of our fhattered Veflel, as foon as fhe can be
in brought fafe'into Harbour. = After the Peace is once
»  fettled, it ought to be the great Objeét of our Mini-
hat fters, todevife every Expedient, and to adopt every
o Plan, that may extricate this unhappy Conftitution
2 from the Dangers I have defcribed. - Confidering ‘the
low Ebb of France, we have fome Reafon to hope that
when Peace is once  reftored, upon folid ‘Terms; it
bt will not foon be interrupted. Much, therefore, may
0 be done during thofe Years of Tranquillity ; if our

Minifters be diligent and faithful in this great Work
of reviving the Conftitution. The facred, and invio-
lable Application of the Sinking Fund, which the In-
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creafe of our Trade, and other Circumflances, have
fo greatly augmented; and muft fill augment, will
operate gradually, and effetually. Univerfal and in-
variable Oeconomy, muft be introduced into every
Branch of Government ; the Revenues of the King-
dom may be vaftly increafed by adopting Schemes
that will prevent Frauds, and leflen the Expence of
Colleétion ; innumerable unneceflary Places may be
abolithed, and exorbitant Perquifites, in thofe we
leave, may be refirained ; Attention muft be had to
the Morals and Principles of the Nation, and the Re-
vival of Virtue and of Religion will go hand in hand,
with the Revival of Liberty. But no Obje& will de-
ferve more Attention, than our Military Encroach-
ments on Conftitutional Independance. ~ When  this
War fhall be over, there will be lefs Reafon, than e-
ver, for numerous Armies. The Kingdom now hap-
pily being united, and Difaffetion to the Royal Fa-
mily at an End, we need fear no Rebellions amon

ourfelves': and Invafions from France are lefs likely
ihan ever. Befides, by the Care and Prefeverance of
fome ' Patriots, we have acquired a new internal
Strength, a Militia trained up to be ufeful, and con-
fequently, we may without any Danger to the Public,
reduce the Number of our Guards and Garrifons, fo
low, as to deftroy great Part of the huge Fabrick of

"Military Influence and Dependance. But whatever

you do, if you mean to reftore the Conftitution, you
muft fecure the Dignity and Independance of Parlia-
ment.  After pafiing {uch Laws as may ftill be necef-
fary to preferve the Freedom of Eledions, from In-
fluence of every Sort; to punith Bribery both in the
Eleétors and in the FEleded ; fomething, perhaps, may
ftill be done by Way of Place-bill, to leffen minifterial
Influence over Parliaments, without having Recourfe
to an Oliverian Self-denying Ordinance; or to fo to-
tal an Exclufion of Placemen as was -eftablifhed, in
the originai A& of Settlement.

And an Houfe of Commons thus chofen, and thus
made independent, now that Facokitifm is rooted out,
can never be formidable but to thofe who have Reafon
to tremble. Such an Houfe of Commons, will co-
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operate with the Adminiftration in every Plan of Pub-
lick Utility; and at the fame Time inquire carefully
into the Abufes of Government ; Supplies will be vo-
ted; but only in Proportion to the real Income and
Abilities of the Nation ; and we may expeét to fee,
what we have not feen 'above thefe forty Years, a Par-
liamentary Commiflion of Accounts erefted to inquire
into the Disburfement of near Tavos Hundred Millions.
And unlefs we fee this, foon, I fhall look upon our
Conftitution, as loft, for ever.

Thefe, and many fuch Regulations, as thefe, may,

“‘under an honeft and virtuous Adminiftration, be a-

dopted. when once Peace isreftored : And the Prof-
pe& of feeing them adopted, and fteadily purfued,
keeps me from - defpairing altogether of the Common
aealth.

To you, therefore, whofe Power, moft likely, will
pot terminate with the War; and whom I have pre-
fumed to addrefs; with Regard to the Terms that
fhould be demanded, to fecure us from a perfidious
Foe; To you, My Lord, and Sir; let me earneftly re-
commend, ‘the ftill moré important Care, of faving us,
from ourfelves 3 and as you have with an Unanimity,
that doth you both great Honour, direéted our Coun-
cils, fo asto humble France, let me intreat you to pre-
ferve your Union, till it re-invigorate the almoft loft
Powers ‘of the Britifh Conflitution.

If you have any Regard to Virtue, to Liberty, to
your Country ; if you would live great, and die la-
mented ; if you would thine in Hiftory, with our Cla-
rendsns and Southamptons; let not this Opportunity,
perhaps, this laft Opportunity of faving Britifb Liber-
ty, and Indepency, be thrown away. You, my Lord,
whofe Rank, whofe extenfive Influence, and perfonal
Auithority, have given you the Pre-eminence, in pub-
lic Affairs, as it were by Prefcription ; much will de-
pend upon you, in the carrying on this important
Work.  But when I dire® my Addrefs to you, §ir,
you muft be confcious that befides the general Expec-
tations we have from you, as a Lover of your Coun-
try, we have your own repeated Promifes, and Decla-

rations, to make us flatcter ourfelves that you will
not
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not ftop fhort, in your Schemes of national Reforma-
tion. Not tutored in the School. of Corruption, but
lifted, from your earlieft Years; under the Banner.of
Patriotifm ; called into Power, by popular; Approha-
tion, and fill- uniting, the uncommon Characters. of
Minifler and Patriat 3. Favourite of the Public, and
Servant of the Crown ; be not offended, Sir, if I re-
mind you, not to Difappoint that Confidence the Pub-
lic places in your future Endeavours to prop the fink-
ing Conftitution. Nor let, it ever fall from your Me-
mory, thatthe Nation expeéts from your Virtue, your
Ceconomy, your'Plans for Liberty, during the futyre
Peace, as great: Advantages as we have already gained,
from your Spirit, ;your, bold Councils, and vigorgus
Efforts, in carrying.on the.prefent Watr, i
Perhaps I grow too warm, on a-favourite Subjed} ;
and, itherefore, from Schemes which cannot take Ef-
fecty till the War be clofed, let me turn your Attentipn
agains;for a little while longer, to the Objeét imme-
diatély before our Fyes—the enfuing Conferences for
Peace, ;- And; with Regard to. thefe, though I {up-
pefej theywill begin, before-the : Winter be over,, I
think: there is fome Reafon, -{or being . of Opinian that
we muft have another -Campaign, before they can be
finaily clofed.  Frameelis too low, to think ferioufly
of a Peace, without making fome defperate Effost.
She never would have expofed her Weaknefs to all
Lurope) by fo thameful and fo-humbling a2 Bankrupt-
cy 5 She mever wounld: liave ruined her public Credit,
and melted her Plate, the laft ‘Refource; when every
other has 'been exhaufted, enly to receive Terms
from Fngland. No, fhe knows the is undone, for
ever, if fhe gets no footing in. Hanever ; and, there-
fore, we may expeét to fee another Attempt: made
for that Purpofe. . But, if we are not wanting to.our-
felves, another Attempt will end, as unfortunately for
her, asithe former have done ; and her Ruin only be
more confirmed. * In the mean while, I make mo
Doubt, the Plenipotentiaries will meet at a Congrefs ;

but the-Events of -the Field, muft regulate the Dehibe- .

rations'of the Cabinet. . We, no Doubt, fhall be firm
inourDemands, avbatever they are 3 and the French
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will endeavour to gain Time, to know whether there
ba. is ‘any likelihood of obliging us to offer them berter,
In this Situation, then, France muit hear with Terror,
that without breaking our national Faith, without in-

T

% juring private Property, withont giving exorbitant
b Pfemitms, we have already provided immenfely for the
ik Sapplies of anorher Yedr(and Supplies for Yearsmay ftill
L. .| < behad) to'meet them—notin #merica ; there they are

no thore —not on the Qcean—the Deftruttion of their
Fleets leaves that Empire free to us—but once more,
on the Plains of another Minden, again to feel and
to confefs the Superiority of Briti/b Valour.

[ have only a Particular or two, to add, before I
conclude. * And I cannot help congratulating the Pub-
lic, on the Wifdom of our Manner of Operning’ the
Negociation for Peace. ' 1 mean to- obferve, that our
Minifters have happily got rid of a-Set of very ufelefs,
of Very pernicisus Gentlemen, called Mediators, by ap-
- plying dire@ly” to the Enemy himfelf. Nothing can
| “e— bé more ridiculous than the Figure of the  Pope’s
Niincio, and the Ambaffador of Fenice, alting the
Farce of ‘Médiation * at ‘Munfler, ‘for feveral Years,
] while the War went on, till its Events regulated the
¢ Terths of Péace. The Mediation of infignificant Pow-
1 efs is thetefore abfurd ; and''the Danger of calling a
pow:rful Mediator, who may threaten: to declare a-
gainft you, if you do not fubmiit to -his partial Decifi-
ons, .is too obvious to be infifted upon.”” You have
done wilely, therefore, to keep the Negoeiation in
your own Hands ; the Nation, from this Inftance, has
a2 full Confidence that her Interefts, are skilfully con-
duéted ; and, therefore, 1 fhall ‘only* add, another
Particular, which however fubgdrdinate, will no Doubt
be attended to by you; though /fome fate Negotiators
of ours, with France, negleted it.

The French, by taking the Ledd in Europe of late,
have, of Courfe, been able to introduce their Lan-

uage as the common Vehicle of the Sentiments of
other Nations, in all public Negociations ; fo that,
perhaps, the French is the only Tongue, by the Chan-
nel of which Plenipotentiaries and Minifters of diffe-
rent Countries, can converfe. But when the Ncgo_ci:a-

tion,
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ation is to beput into Writing, and to be drawn -up- in
that Form whichis to be binding uponall the Parties,
and figned jointly by the treating Powers, neither the
Honour, nor the Intereft of the State, ought to allow
us, to accept of the Original Treaty in the Native
Tongue of our Enemies. The Honour of the Nation
forbids this ; as it would bea Confeffion of Superio-
rity, to which Britain, at no Time, much lefs after
fo glorious a War, fhould fubmit ; efpecially as we
cannot fubmit to it, without giving the Enemy a real
Advantage, and laying the Foundation for future Ca-
vils—Cardinal Mazarine, in his Letters, boafts, that,
by alatent Ambiguity and Nicety in the French Stile,
he had been able to out-wit Don Leuis de Haro, in the
Conferences at the Pyrenees.  And a much later In-
ftance, in which we ourfelves were partly. concerned,
fhould confirm us, in our Refufal to treat with the
French in their own Language.—I mean the famous
Capitulation of the Durch Garrifon of Tournay in
1745 3 which, though only reftrained from adting, for
a limited Time in any of the Barrier Towns *, as the
Dutch believed, when they accepted of the Capitula-
tion, was foon after interpreted by France, as tying
them up from ating in any Part of the World; and
might have been fatal to this Country, if the Rebel-
lion in §cotland, to aflift in quelling which the Durch
lent us thofe very Troops, had been fo fuccefsful, as
to oblige us to put our Foreign Allies to the Teft.

We have no great Reafon, no more than other Na-
tions, to truft Gallic Faith, as appears from the many
Inftances of their unpalliated Perfidy which I have col-
le&ted above. Let us not, therefore, be fo weak as to
give them Room for obtruding upon us, any fallacious
Interpretations of the Words, 1n which they plight
their Faith. They are too ready to break it when the
Terms are everfo clear ; and, therefore, let us take

* I have not the original Capitulation before me, but I remem-
ber, pretty exaltly on what the Cavil turned. The Troops were
not to a&, Ithink, for two'Years, in any of the Places /Jes Plus
reculees de le Barriere. The Dutch, no Deubt, underflood, de
la Barriere to be the Genitive Cafe, but the Fremch faid they
meant it in the dblative,
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Care not to give them that Advantage which {uperior
Skill in their own Laaguage, naturally confers, and
which upon fome future Occafion, they may improve
to our Detriment. Let the original and autbentic
Copy of the Treaty, therefore be in 2 dead Language,
the Phrafes of which cannot vary, and whofe Meaning
15 equally underftood by both Parties. We had once
a very learned Plenipotentiary in Queen Elizabeth’s
Time, who, in a Negociation with Spain, when it
came to be debated in what Language the Treaty
fhould be made, ludicroufly enough propofed to the
Spaniard, who was giving himfelf Airs of Superiority,
to treat in the Language of his Mafter’s Kingdom of
Jerufalem. But leaving the Hobreww, for our Divines ;
I would only have our Negociatiors treat in Latin :
Which feemed, as it were by Prefcription, to have a
Right to be the Language of the Public Law of Eu-
rope 3 till fome late Inftances have fhewn that the
French was beginning to be fubftituted in its Room ;
by the Lazinefs or Neglet of thofe who treated. As
we are fanguine in our Hopes of a much-better Peace
than we had at Urrechs, with Regard to the Terms ;
let it not, be worfe than that at Urrechsr, which pre-
ferved the Old Cuftom of fettling the Negociation in
Latin.. 'We then had a Bifhop indeed, Plenipotentia-
1y ; but without having Recourfe to the very learned
Bench, or choofing a Plenipotentiary from Cambridge
(I hope in a little Time one may join the other Uni-
verfity, without giving Offence) the Negociators at
the enfuing Peace, may be accommodated with Latin
enough for the Purpofe I mention, at a very moderate
Expence—if their Secretary or Chaplain cannot aflift
them.

But when I begin to be ludicrous on fo ferious a
Subje&t, it is Time to have done : And my Addrefs
has already fwelled to fuch a Size as furprizes myfelf,
as much, as 1 fearit will tire the Reader. However,
the vaft Variety of Faéts, and Particulars, which na-
turally offered them{elves to me, and which could not
be omitted without hurting the Connexion, and weak-
ening my Argument, will, perhaps, procure Indul-
gence for fo long a Pamphlet : And, for the fame

Reafon,
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Reafon, I flatter myfelf, that if I fhould happen te
have been miftaken in any Thing I advance, to have
erred in a Date, or to have mif-quoted a Treaty, {fome
Allowances will be made to me, as I have been oblig-
ed to truft much to my Memory, for want of a proper
Opportunity of confulting many of thofe Boois,
which furnifh the Materials I have made Ufe of. How-
ever, I believe a candid Reader, will find no capiral,
at leaft, no u-z‘{fm’, Miftake.

I am far from the Vanity of thinking that my No-
tions on the important Subjeét of the Peace, are a re-
gular Plan or Syftem for the Adminiftration to proceed
upon. = I throw them out, only as loofe Hints for my
Superiors to improve as they may think proper.
Should there be any Weight in all, or any O(Pthem,
you, my Lord and Sir, will beable to work them into
Utility for this Kingdom. If they are not worth your
Notice, as I am an anonymous Writer, and hope ne-
ver to be known, I can neither lofe nor gain Reputa-
tion by them. All I can fay, if they are negle&ted,
is; Operam et oleam perdidi.

I am,,
My Lord and Sir,
Yours, &e. s
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